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COLORING CONTEST 

Hey Kids! Be sure and check 
out the Patriot and 

Sherburne State Bank’s 
annual Christmas Coloring 

Contest on page 3!

SHERBURNE COUNTY
The Sherburne County 

Board of Commissioners 
approved a 2023 agreement 

with Northstar Corridor 
Commuter Rail. See the 

story on page 5. 

BIG LAKE
Eleven Big Lake High School 
students signed contracts 

with area businesses as 
part of the school’s youth 
apprenticeship program. 

Read and learn all about it 
on page 10.
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•  Bill ’s Family 

Foods
• Menards
• Runnings

Put all your toys in one basket!

Parker Friedman
Big Lake

763-450-1350 
NMLS# 2144139

Subject to Credit Approval. N.M.L.S. #411232

Jessica Martineau-Tellegen
Monticello

763-295-4411
NMLS#1493691

www.libertybankmn.com
or visit us online at: libertyapply.com

It’s a great time to consolidate those obligations into one low monthly payment. Give us a call!

LAUREN WOELFEL fin-
ished in 10th place at the 
state swim and dive meet 
at the University of Min-
nesota on Nov. 16. Woelfel 
advanced through several 
rounds and reached sixth 
place in the finals before 
her last two dives. See 
Mark Kolbinger’s story on 
page 13. (Submitted Photo.)

Cargill is NOW HIRING for 
Production roles in 
Monticello and Big Lake!
Apply online today!

$3,000 SIGN-ON BONUS!
   
    - 3rd shift Sanitation            
     $22.00+/hr.
     - OTR Truck Driver            
     $.50-$.55/mile

Visit: careers.cargill.com/Monticello-mn  or   careers.cargill.com/Biglake-mn    
Cargill is an Equal Opportunity Employer, including Disability/Vet.

GUESTS FOR THE BECKER CHAMBER AFTER HOURS CHRISTMAS GATHERING posed for a 
group photo at the Patriot offices, donning their “ugly” sweaters and fun Christmas at-
tire. Becker Chamber of Commerce Director of Operations Amity Felton (inset) won the 
contest for “ugliest” sweater and she posed with her badge ala Elf on the Shelf. (Patriot 
Photo by Katherine Cantin).

Becker Chamber has Christmas blast

Becker Public School 
Board Chairman Mark 
Swanson was recently rec-
ognized for earning the 
President’s Award for the 
2022-23 school year. 

The President’s Award 
is given to those individuals 
who complete 300 or more 
hours of attendance at Min-
nesota School Board Asso-
ciation-sponsored meetings 
and activities. The award is 
only being bestowed to 15 
board members throughout 
the state in 2022. 

“We are extremely 
grateful for Mr. Swanson’s 
12 years of service and ded-
ication to the school board,” 
said Supt. Jeremy Schmidt. 

The Becker School 
Board consists of six mem-
bers elected at-large for 
terms of up to four years. 
Swanson is ending his term 
as Chairman of the Board, 

having served 
alongside Aaron 
Jurek (Director), 
Connie Robin-
son (Vice Chair), 

Pete Weismann (Director), 
Ryan Obermoller (Clerk), 
and Troy Berning (Direc-
tor) over the past calendar 
year.

The Minnesota School 
Board Association will be 
hosting the 2023 Leader-
ship Conference and Rec-
ognition Luncheon Thurs., 
January 12, 2023. Swanson 
will be presented with a cer-
tificate and pin recognizing 
his many hours of service 
as a school board member.

“Thank you, Mark, 
for your many years and 
hours of service on behalf 
of Becker Public Schools,” 
said Schmidt.

BECKER SCHOOL BOARD 
CHAIRMAN Mark Swanson. (Sub-
mitted Photo).

Swanson recognized as 
President’s Award Winner

By Bill Morgan, Editor, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

(Editor’s Note: The 
following article was sub-
mitted to the Patriot by the 
Recovery Community Net-
work of St. Cloud.)

Governor Tim Walz 
and Lieutenant Governor 
Peggy Flanagan recently 
appointed Maj. John Don-
ovan, U.S. Army, Retired 
to the Governor’s Advi-
sory Council on Opioids, 
Substance Use, and Ad-
diction. “I am thrilled and 
honored to be serving on 
such a prominent panel and 
to be doing such meaning-
ful work for the citizens of 
Minnesota,” said Donovan. 

 

Donovan is a long-
time resident of Central 
Minnesota. He and his wife 
moved to the Big Lake area 
in 2010.  Donovan recently 

received the St. 
Cloud State Uni-
versity Alumni 
Service Award 

for 2022 and the Advocate 
of the Year Award from 
the prestigious Faces and 
Voices of Recovery organi-
zation based out of Wash-
ington, DC.   

 “The Advisory Coun-
cil, along with the recently 
appointed Addiction and 
Recovery Director, will 
provide valuable insight 
from a variety of perspec-
tives, including those with 
lived experiences and those 
from communities that 

are disproportionately im-
pacted by addiction,” said 
Governor Walz. 

 “Minnesota continues 
to fight against the growing 
opioids crisis, especially in 
our Native and Black com-
munities that are dispro-
portionately affected. I am 
grateful to these commu-
nity leaders for partnering 
with our Administration, 
and with their unique pro-
fessional and personal ex-
periences, leadership, and 
dedication to this work, 
we will be better poised 
to create more effective 
solutions,” said Lieutenant 
Governor Flanagan. 

Maj. Donovan cur-
rently serves as the Board 
Chair for the Recovery 
Community Network 

(RCN) based out of St. 
Cloud. The RCN is devoted 
to providing services to 
people living with or seek-
ing help with substance use 
disorders.  To learn more 
about the RCN visit their 
website at:  recoverycom-
munitynetwork.com.

Donovan was recently    
heralded in two articles 
published by the Patriot. 
The first was when he was 
honored with an award 
for his service to people 
through the RCN and the 
second was an in-depth 
story on Donovan and his 
organization for our special 
Veteran’s Day section.

Both articles ran in our 
Nov. 3 issue.

MAJOR JOHN DONOVAN 
OF BIG LAKE was recently ap-
pointed to Gov. Walz’s Ad-
visory Council on Opiods, 
Substance Use and Addiction. 
(Submitted Photo).

Donovan appointed to Governor’s Advisory Council 
on Opioids, Substance Use, and Addiction

Submitted Article

Last Monday eve-
ning, the Becker School 
Board met for their regu-
larly scheduled meeting. 
All members were pres-
ent.

There was no public 
comment.

Student  School 
Board Representatives 
Kayla G. and Emilia H. 
spoke about winter sports 
(basketball, dance, wres-

tling, hockey) kicking 
off and doing very well 
overall in their open-
ing events. In addition, 
activities updates were 
shared about Robotics, 

GSA, NHS, 
Student Coun-
cil, Speech, and 
One Act. 

The school reps 
shared the successes of 
the fall including the re-
cent musical, “Beauty 
and the Beast,” which re-

School board hears 
from students

By Bill Morgan, Editor, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

SCHOOL to page 2

Merry Christmas!
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• BECKER
Grace Lutheran Church (LCMS)
Pastor: David M. Johnson, 763-262-7782, 
11185 27th Ave SE. Services: Sun. 
Worship 9am • www.gracebecker.org.
Becker Baptist Church
Pastor: Nathan Bucher, 763-261-4202, 
11951 Hancock St. Services: Sun. 
Worship/Children 10:30am 
•  www.beckerbaptist.org. 
Becker Evangelical Free Church
Pastor: Gerald Deppa, 763-261-4125, 
Becker High School, Office: 11373 150th 
Ave SE. Services: Sun. Worship/
Teaching/Fellowship 10am 
• www.beckerfreechurch.org.
Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 
12100 Sherburne Ave. Services: Sat. 
Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8:30am & 
10:30am. Masses held 1st, 3rd & 5th Sun-
days of the month. (Masses held on 2nd & 
4th Sundays in Big Lake) 
• www.maryofthevisitation.com.
Faith (Becker) Lutheran 
Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Yolanda Denson-Byers & Vicar 
Molly Wills, 763-261-5751, 11755 Sher-
burne Ave. Services: Sun. 
Worship 9:30am (Holy Communion on 
the 1st & 3rd Sundays) 
• www.faithlutheran-becker.org.
Oakwood Community 
Church Assemblies of God
Pastor: Gerry Bass, 763-220-6004, 13140 
1st St (SW Corner of Becker Furniture 
World). Services: Sun. Worship 10am. 
• www.oakwoodccbecker.org.
Snake River Free Church
Pastor: Steve Johnston, 612-219-8648, 
180th St SE. Services: Sun. Worship/Sun. 
School 10:30am. • sites.google.com/view/
snakeriverchurch/home 
Becker Christian Center 
& Abundant Grace Church
Pastor: Ken Hanson, 763-262-2177, 
15455 59th St SE. Services: Sun. Praise & 
Worship 9:30am • beckerchristiancenter.
org/becker-christian-center-church.
Beacon House of Prayer
Pastors: Brian & Linda Holmes, 763-
263-3771, 12264 Pleasant Ave. Services: 
Thurs. Worship 6:30pm. • http://mnhou-
seofprayer.org.
Free Grace United
Pastor: Kevin Wilson, 763-245-0001, 
Becker High School, 12000 Hancock St, 
Enter door 11. Services: Wed. Worship 
6:30pm.  https://freegrace.tv/locations/
becker.

• BIG LAKE
Acts Seventh-Day 
Adventists Community Church
Pastor: Bill Nixon, 763-263-2287, 20455 
187th Ave NW. Services: Sat. Worship 
9am • https://actsmn.adventistchurch.org.
Bethany Bible Church
763-263-2167, 511 Eagle Lake Road. 
Services: Sun. Worship 10am. 
• www.bethanybiblemn.com.
Bridgeview Assembly of God
Pastor: Steve Royalty, 763-263-6274, 
20500 County Road 11. Services: Sun. 
Worship 9am & 10:45am 
• https://bridgeviewchurch.org
SVEA Hill Covenant Church
Pastor: Don Bellach, 763-263-6322, 
16392 235th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am. 
• https://www.sveahill.org
Cornerstone Baptist Church
Pastor: Gordon Langdon, 763-263-7878, 
15300 County Road 35. • www.facebook.
com/cornerstonebaptistchurchmn.
Hope Lutheran Church 
(ELCA) in Orrock
763-262-0028. 
• www.hopeintherefuge.weebly.com.
IFLESIA AMOR VIVIENTE 
Living Love Church
Pastores: Juan & Patricia Aguayo, 763-
607-5403, 21 Lake St N. Services: Sat. 
6pm. • https://www.facebook.com/amor-
vivientemn.
Lord of Glory Lutheran Church
Pastor: Marty Mably, 763-263-3090, 
15550 190th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
8am & 10:30am. 
• www.lordofglorylutheran.org/home
Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 
12100 Sherburne Ave. Services: Sat. 
Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8:30am & 
10:30am. Masses held 1st, 3rd & 5th 
Sundays of the month. (Masses held 
on 2nd & 4th Sundays in Big Lake) 
• www.maryofthevisitation.com.
Riverside Church
763-263-2410, 20314 County Road 
14. Services: Sun 8:45am, 10:30am & 
12:05pm. • www.myrc.church.
Saron Lutheran Church
Pastor: Kyle Sidlo, 763-263-2209, 311 
Lake St. S. Services: Sun. Worship 
9:30am, indoors or livestream. 
• www.saron.org.

Spirit Life Church
763-262-LIFE, 221 Lake St N. Services 
Sun. mornings 9:45am. 
• www.spiritlifechurchmn.org.

• SANTIAGO
South Santiago 
Lutheran Church ELCA
Pastor: Allison Peterson, 763-662-2048, 
14675 37th St. Services: Sun. 8am. and 
10 am. • www.sslcmn.org
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church E.L.S. 
& Princeton Evangelical School
Pastor: Timothy Zenda, 763-662-2570, 
18977 17th St. Services: Sun. Divine 
Worship 9am. 
• https://oursaviorsprinceton.com
Glendorado Lutheran (ELCA)
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
(ELCA)
Pastor: Shari Routh, 920-573-0193, 1100 
186th Ave NE. Services: Sun Good 
Shepherd 9am, Sun. Glendorado 
10:30am. • www.godsgreaterglory.org
Gethsemane Church 
(ELCA) – Ronneby
Pastor: Barbara Peterson, 320-983-5002, 
14478 78th St. NE. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am. • www.facebook.com/pro-
file.php?id=10006901611334.
Glendorado Evangelical 
Country Church
Pastor: Sam Alfano, 763-662-2244, 
16999 Glendorado Road NE. Services: 
Sun. Worship 10:30am. • https://m.
facebook.com/Glendorado-Evangeli-
cal-Country-Church-734989370230509.

• CLEAR LAKE
Living Waters Church
320-699-0876, 7830 Church St. Services: 
Sun. Worship 10am. • https://www.face-
book.com/livingwaters.us.
Trinity Lutheran Church
Missouri Synod
Pastor: Josh Reber, 320-743-2919, 8641 
Main Ave. Services: Sun. Worship 
8:45am.  • www.trinityclearlake.org/
index.html.
SHED Church - 
Non-Denomination in Palmer
Pastor: Lay Minster Leader, 320-241-
0123, Palmer Town Hall, 4180 105th 
Ave. Services: Sun. 5pm. • www.shed-
church.org.
St. Marcus Catholic Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-743-
2481, 8701 Main Ave. Services: Mon.  
& Wed. Mass 8am, Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. 
8am. • www.churchofstmarcus.org.

• DUELM
St. Lawrence Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-968-
7502, 10915 Duelm Road NE. Services: 
Sun. Mass 10am, Tues. Mass 8am. 
• www.stlawrencechurchofduelm.com.

• CLEARWATER
Clearwater United Methodist Church
Pastor: Alison Hendley, 320-558-2581, 
405 Main St. Services: Sun. Worship 
9:30am. • www.clearwaterumcmn.org
Freedom Bible Baptist Church
320-434-347, 605 Lime St. (Old Clearwa-
ter Post Office). Services: Sun. . Worship 
10:45am. 
• www.freedombiblebaptist.com.
Rejoice Lutheran Church – ELCA
Pastor: Jim Bump, 320-558-6851, 1155 
County Road 75. Services: Sun. Worship 
9:30am. Livestream worship at Rejoice’s 
Youtube Channel, https://www.youtube.
com/channel/UCsJGuBda4orT9TWYii-
5wmGw 
• www.rejoicelutheranchurch.org
Church of St. Luke
Father: Dennis Backer, 320-558-2124, 
17545 Huber Ave NW. Services: Sat. 
Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8am & 10am, 
Weekday Mass Tues.-Fri. 8am/Sat. 9am. 
• https://www.facebook.com/ChurchOf-
StLukes.
Tri-County Alliance Church
Pastor: David Fogal, 320-558-2750, 8464 
160th St NW. Services: Sun. Worship 
10:30am. • http://tcachurch.com.

• SILVER CREEK
Immanuel Lutheran Church
Pastor: Ken Tatkenhorst, 763-878-2820, 
11390 Elliot Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
Worship 9am • https://immanuel-luther-
an-church-of-silver-creek.business.site.
Silver Creek Community Church
Pastor: Zach Pryor, 320-963-3957, 4282 
114th St NW. Services: Sun. Worship 
9am • https://silvercreekcommunity-
church.net.

• SAINT CLOUD
Faith Lutheran Church
Pastor: Joshua Reber, 320-252-3315, 
3000 County Road SE. Worship: Sun. 
10:15am. • www.faithstcloud.org.

Church 
Directory

Interested in sponsoring an ad for 
this section? Call our sales team at 

763.275.0275 to get your ad placed here!

Editorials/OpinionsChurch 
Directory

• Letters to the Editors: The PATRIOT  welcomes letters to the editor. Addresses and telephone numbers are require for verification 
purposes.  All letters must contain the original signature of the writer. E-mailed letters can be accepted. The deadline for all letters is 
11am Wednesday. Limit letters to 200 words or less. Letters will be printed at the discretion of the editor and are subject to editing for 
grammar, libel and brevity. Two letters per writer per subject each year.
• Obituaries: Obituaries are $50 prepaid. The Editor reserves the right to edit lengthy obituaries.

The Patriot, under the continuation of the Citizen-Tribune, is the official legal newspaper for Clear Lake, Clearwater, Orrock, Palmer & Santiago 
Townships, City of Becker, Becker Township and Becker School District #726 and Big Lake School District #727.

• Submitted Material: There will be a $30 charge for all thank you, engagement, wedding and birth  announcement pictures.  
The PATRIOT is not responsible for correctness of ads received by telephone.

• Deadlines: Wednesday 12 pm Legals & Notices,  Wednesday 10 am Display & Classified Ads.
• Subscription Rates: $90 annually, $45 for six months, $22.50 for three months or $7.50 a month.
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FUNERAL HOME • CREMATION SERVICES

www.williamsdingmann.com

FAMILY FUNERAL HOMES

SPONSORED BY:

8852 Cty Rd 23
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Phone:
763.261.5656

Ralph du Monceaux, Owner
Free Loaners ~ Free Estimates 

~ Honest Work

763-261-5656
Ralph’s

Auto Body

• BECKER
Grace Lutheran Church (LCMS)
Pastor: David M. Johnson, 763-262-7782, 11185 27th Ave SE. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am, Sun. School 10:30am, Wed. J.U.M.P. 6pm.
Becker Baptist Church
Pastors: Nathan Bucher (Senior), Kevin Drehmel (Youth) & Amy Drehmel 
(Dir. of Child/Fam. Ministry), 763-261-4202, 11951 Hancock St. Services: 
Sun. Worship/Children 10:30am. During the school year: AWANA for 
Kids/Sun. School 9:15am. Midweek Connect for Kids 6:30pm. Please reg-
ister Kids on our webite. Youth Group: Wed. 6:30pm. www.beckerbaptist.
org. 
Becker Evangelical Free Church
Pastors: Gerald Deppa (Interim Senior), Chris Salvevold (Youth), 763-261-
4125, Becker High School, Office: 11373 150th Ave SE. Services: Sun. 
Worship/Teaching/Fellowship 10am.
Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 12100 Sherburne Ave. Services: Sat. 
Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8:30am & 10:30am. Masses held 1st, 3rd & 5th Sun-
days of the month. (Masses held on 2nd & 4th Sundays in Big Lake).
Faith (Becker) Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Yolanda Denson-Byers & Vicar Molly Wills, 763-261-5751, 11755 
Sherburne Ave. Services: Sun. Worship 9:30am (Holy Communion on the 
1st & 3rd Sundays) Nursery available. Sun. school 9:55am, Refreshments 
& fellowship at 10:30am, Wed. programs: 6:00pm Wed. Worship, 6:30pm 
7th – 9th grade confirmation, 7:30pm Youth Group 1st & 3rd Wed. Bible 
Studies: Tues. 9:00am www.faithlutheran-becker.org.
Oakwood Community Church Assemblies of God
Pastors: Gerry Bass & Sarah, 763-220-6004, 13140 1st St (SW Corner of 
Becker Furniture World). Services: Sun. Bible Study/Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Snake River Free Church
Pastor: Steve Johnston, 612-219-8648, 180th St SE. Services: Sun. Worship/
Sun. School 10:30am., Hymn Sing is second Sun. of every month.
Becker Christian Center & Abundant Grace Church
Pastor: Ken Hanson, 763-262-2177, 15455 59th St SE. Services: Sun. Praise 
& Worship 9:30am, Wed. Family Fellowship 7pm.
Beacon House of Prayer
Pastors: Brian & Linda Holmes, 763-263-3771, 12264 Pleasant Ave. Ser-
vices: Thurs. Worship 6:30pm.
Free Grace United
Pastor: Kevin Wilson, 763-245-0001, Becker High School, 12000 Hancock 
St, Enter door 11. Services: Wed. Worship 6:30pm.

• BIG LAKE
Acts Seventh-Day Adventists Community Church
Pastor: Bill Nixon, 763-263-2287, 20455 187th Ave NW. Services: Sat. 
Worship 9am, Sat. Sabbath School 10:15am.
Bethany Bible Church
763-263-2167, 511 Eagle Lake Road. Services: Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Bridgeview Assembly of God
Pastor: Steve Royalty, 763-263-6274, 20500 County Road 11. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am & 10:45am, Wed. groups (kids/youth/adults) 6:30pm.
SVEA Hill Covenant Church
Pastor: Don Bellach, 763-263-6322, 16392 235th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Cornerstone Baptist Church
Pastor: Gordon Langdon, 763-263-7878, 15300 County Road 35. 
Hope Lutheran Church (ELCA) in Orrock
763-262-0028. www.hopeintherefuge.weebly.com.
IFLESIA AMOR VIVIENTE Living Love Church
Pastores: Juan & Patricia Aguayo, 763-607-5403, 21 Lake St N. Services: 
Sat. 6pm.
Lord of Glory Lutheran Church
Pastor: Marty Mably, 763-263-3090, 15550 190th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
8am & 10:30am.
Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 440 Lake St N. Services: Sat. Mass 
5pm; Sun. 8:30am & 10:30am. Masses held on 2nd & 4th Sundays of the 
month (Masses held on 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays in Becker).
Riverside Church
Online: www.myrc.church, 763-263-2410, 20314 County Road 14. Ser-
vices: Sun 8:45am, 10:30am & 12:05pm.
Saron Lutheran Church
Pastor: Kyle Sidlo, 763-263-2209, 311 Lake St. S. Services: Sun. Worship 

9:30am, indoors or livestream.
Spirit Life Church
763-262-LIFE, 221 Lake St N. Services Sun. mornings 9:45am. Going 
Deeper Sun. 9am. Prophetic Praayer Wed. 7pm.

• SANTIAGO
South Santiago Lutheran Church ELCA
Pastor: Allison Peterson, 763-662-2048, 14675 37th St. Services: Sun. 8am. 
and 10 am, Sun. School 9am.
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church E.L.S. & Princeton Evangelical School
Pastor: Timothy Zenda, 763-662-2570, 18977 17th St. Services: Sun. 
School/Bible Class 10:30am, Divine Worship 9am.
Glendorado Lutheran (ELCA)
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Shari Routh, 920-573-0193, 1100 186th Ave NE. Services: Sun 
Good Shepherd 9am, Sun. Glendorado 10:30am.
Gethsemane Church (ELCA) – Ronneby
Pastor: Barbara Peterson, 320-983-5002, 14478 78th St. NE. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Glendorado Evangelical Country Church
Pastor: Sam Alfano, 763-662-2244, 16999 Glendorado Road NE. Services: 
Sun. School 9:30am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• CLEAR LAKE
Living Waters Church
320-699-0876, 7830 Church St. Services: Sun. Worship 10am, Starting in 
Sept. Wed. night Ladies in Recovery study at 6:30pm.
Trinity Lutheran Church Missouri Synod
Pastor: Josh Reber, 320-743-2919, 8641 Main Ave. Services: Sun. Worship 
8:45am, Sun. School 9:45am.
SHED Church - Non-Denomination in Palmer
Pastor: TBD, 320-241-0123, Palmer Town Hall, 4180 105th Ave. Services: 
Sun. 5pm. www.shedchurch.org.
St. Marcus Catholic Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-743-2481, 8701 Main Ave. Services: Mon.  
& Wed. Mass 8am, Sat. Confessions 4:15pm, Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. 8am.

• DUELM
St. Lawrence Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-968-7502, 10915 Duelm Road NE. Ser-
vices: Sun. Mass 10am, Tues. Mass 8am.

• CLEARWATER
Clearwater United Methodist Church
Pastor: Alison Hendley, 320-558-2581, 405 Main St. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9:30am.
Freedom Bible Baptist Church
320-434-347, 605 Lime St. (Old Clearwater Post Office). Services: Sun. 
Prayer 9am, Sun. School 9:30am, Sun. Worship 10:45am.
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• BECKER
Grace Lutheran Church (LCMS)
Pastor: David M. Johnson, 763-262-7782, 11185 27th Ave SE. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am, Sun. School 10:30am, Wed. J.U.M.P. 6pm.
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Pastors: Nathan Bucher (Senior), Kevin Drehmel (Youth) & Amy Drehmel 
(Dir. of Child/Fam. Ministry), 763-261-4202, 11951 Hancock St. Services: 
Sun. Worship/Children 10:30am. During the school year: AWANA for 
Kids/Sun. School 9:15am. Midweek Connect for Kids 6:30pm. Please reg-
ister Kids on our webite. Youth Group: Wed. 6:30pm. www.beckerbaptist.
org. 
Becker Evangelical Free Church
Pastors: Gerald Deppa (Interim Senior), Chris Salvevold (Youth), 763-261-
4125, Becker High School, Office: 11373 150th Ave SE. Services: Sun. 
Worship/Teaching/Fellowship 10am.
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Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 12100 Sherburne Ave. Services: Sat. 
Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8:30am & 10:30am. Masses held 1st, 3rd & 5th Sun-
days of the month. (Masses held on 2nd & 4th Sundays in Big Lake).
Faith (Becker) Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Yolanda Denson-Byers & Vicar Molly Wills, 763-261-5751, 11755 
Sherburne Ave. Services: Sun. Worship 9:30am (Holy Communion on the 
1st & 3rd Sundays) Nursery available. Sun. school 9:55am, Refreshments 
& fellowship at 10:30am, Wed. programs: 6:00pm Wed. Worship, 6:30pm 
7th – 9th grade confirmation, 7:30pm Youth Group 1st & 3rd Wed. Bible 
Studies: Tues. 9:00am www.faithlutheran-becker.org.
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Pastors: Gerry Bass & Sarah, 763-220-6004, 13140 1st St (SW Corner of 
Becker Furniture World). Services: Sun. Bible Study/Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
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Beacon House of Prayer
Pastors: Brian & Linda Holmes, 763-263-3771, 12264 Pleasant Ave. Ser-
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Pastor: Kevin Wilson, 763-245-0001, Becker High School, 12000 Hancock 
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Sun. Worship 9am & 10:45am, Wed. groups (kids/youth/adults) 6:30pm.
SVEA Hill Covenant Church
Pastor: Don Bellach, 763-263-6322, 16392 235th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
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Pastor: Gordon Langdon, 763-263-7878, 15300 County Road 35. 
Hope Lutheran Church (ELCA) in Orrock
763-262-0028. www.hopeintherefuge.weebly.com.
IFLESIA AMOR VIVIENTE Living Love Church
Pastores: Juan & Patricia Aguayo, 763-607-5403, 21 Lake St N. Services: 
Sat. 6pm.
Lord of Glory Lutheran Church
Pastor: Marty Mably, 763-263-3090, 15550 190th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
8am & 10:30am.
Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church
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and 10 am, Sun. School 9am.
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School/Bible Class 10:30am, Divine Worship 9am.
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Pastors: Brian & Linda Holmes, 763-263-3771, 12264 Pleasant Ave. Ser-
vices: Thurs. Worship 6:30pm.
Free Grace United
Pastor: Kevin Wilson, 763-245-0001, Becker High School, 12000 Hancock 
St, Enter door 11. Services: Wed. Worship 6:30pm.

• BIG LAKE
Acts Seventh-Day Adventists Community Church
Pastor: Bill Nixon, 763-263-2287, 20455 187th Ave NW. Services: Sat. 
Worship 9am, Sat. Sabbath School 10:15am.
Bethany Bible Church
763-263-2167, 511 Eagle Lake Road. Services: Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Bridgeview Assembly of God
Pastor: Steve Royalty, 763-263-6274, 20500 County Road 11. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am & 10:45am, Wed. groups (kids/youth/adults) 6:30pm.
SVEA Hill Covenant Church
Pastor: Don Bellach, 763-263-6322, 16392 235th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Cornerstone Baptist Church
Pastor: Gordon Langdon, 763-263-7878, 15300 County Road 35. 
Hope Lutheran Church (ELCA) in Orrock
763-262-0028. www.hopeintherefuge.weebly.com.
IFLESIA AMOR VIVIENTE Living Love Church
Pastores: Juan & Patricia Aguayo, 763-607-5403, 21 Lake St N. Services: 
Sat. 6pm.
Lord of Glory Lutheran Church
Pastor: Marty Mably, 763-263-3090, 15550 190th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
8am & 10:30am.
Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 440 Lake St N. Services: Sat. Mass 
5pm; Sun. 8:30am & 10:30am. Masses held on 2nd & 4th Sundays of the 
month (Masses held on 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays in Becker).
Riverside Church
Online: www.myrc.church, 763-263-2410, 20314 County Road 14. Ser-
vices: Sun 8:45am, 10:30am & 12:05pm.
Saron Lutheran Church
Pastor: Kyle Sidlo, 763-263-2209, 311 Lake St. S. Services: Sun. Worship 

9:30am, indoors or livestream.
Spirit Life Church
763-262-LIFE, 221 Lake St N. Services Sun. mornings 9:45am. Going 
Deeper Sun. 9am. Prophetic Praayer Wed. 7pm.

• SANTIAGO
South Santiago Lutheran Church ELCA
Pastor: Allison Peterson, 763-662-2048, 14675 37th St. Services: Sun. 8am. 
and 10 am, Sun. School 9am.
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church E.L.S. & Princeton Evangelical School
Pastor: Timothy Zenda, 763-662-2570, 18977 17th St. Services: Sun. 
School/Bible Class 10:30am, Divine Worship 9am.
Glendorado Lutheran (ELCA)
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Shari Routh, 920-573-0193, 1100 186th Ave NE. Services: Sun 
Good Shepherd 9am, Sun. Glendorado 10:30am.
Gethsemane Church (ELCA) – Ronneby
Pastor: Barbara Peterson, 320-983-5002, 14478 78th St. NE. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Glendorado Evangelical Country Church
Pastor: Sam Alfano, 763-662-2244, 16999 Glendorado Road NE. Services: 
Sun. School 9:30am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• CLEAR LAKE
Living Waters Church
320-699-0876, 7830 Church St. Services: Sun. Worship 10am, Starting in 
Sept. Wed. night Ladies in Recovery study at 6:30pm.
Trinity Lutheran Church Missouri Synod
Pastor: Josh Reber, 320-743-2919, 8641 Main Ave. Services: Sun. Worship 
8:45am, Sun. School 9:45am.
SHED Church - Non-Denomination in Palmer
Pastor: TBD, 320-241-0123, Palmer Town Hall, 4180 105th Ave. Services: 
Sun. 5pm. www.shedchurch.org.
St. Marcus Catholic Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-743-2481, 8701 Main Ave. Services: Mon.  
& Wed. Mass 8am, Sat. Confessions 4:15pm, Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. 8am.

• DUELM
St. Lawrence Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-968-7502, 10915 Duelm Road NE. Ser-
vices: Sun. Mass 10am, Tues. Mass 8am.

• CLEARWATER
Clearwater United Methodist Church
Pastor: Alison Hendley, 320-558-2581, 405 Main St. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9:30am.
Freedom Bible Baptist Church
320-434-347, 605 Lime St. (Old Clearwater Post Office). Services: Sun. 
Prayer 9am, Sun. School 9:30am, Sun. Worship 10:45am.
Rejoice Lutheran Church – ELCA
Pastor: Jim Bump, 320-558-6851, 1155 County Road 75.  
Services: Sun. School that begins in Worship 9:30am.  
Livestream worship at Rejoice’s Youtube Channel,  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsJGuBda4orT9TWYii5wmGw
Church of St. Luke
Father: Dennis Backer, 320-558-2124, 17545 Huber Ave NW. Services: 
Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8am & 10am, Weekday Mass Tues.-Fri. 8am/
Sat. 9am.
Tri-County Alliance Church
Pastor: David Fogal, 320-558-2750, 8464 160th St NW. Services: Sun. 
School 9am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• SILVER CREEK
Immanuel Lutheran Church
Pastor: Ken Tatkenhorst, 763-878-2820, 11390 Elliot Ave NW. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am
Silver Creek Community Church
Pastor: Zach Pryor, 320-963-3957, 4282 114th St NW. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9am, Sun. Fellowship 10am, Sun. School 10:30am. 

• SAINT CLOUD
Faith Lutheran Church
Pastor: Joshua Reber, 320-252-3315, 3000 County Road SE. Worship: Sun. 
10:15am.
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13050 1st Street Becker, MN 55308

24 
HOUR
Towing & recovery

19640 200th Ave., Big Lake

• Family Owned 
    & Operated
• Light, Medium and 
    Heavy Duty  Towing 

• Lockouts 
• Jump Starts 
• Winch Recovery

www.bobstowingandrecovery.com

• BIG LAKE 
• ELK RIVER 
• MONTICELLO

763-262-1454
Becker, MN

763-452-2500
Big Lake, MN

320-743-2204
Clear Lake, MN

FUNERAL HOME • CREMATION SERVICES

www.williamsdingmann.com

FAMILY FUNERAL HOMES

SPONSORED BY:

8852 Cty Rd 23
Becker, MN 

Phone:
763.261.5656

Ralph du Monceaux, Owner
Free Loaners ~ Free Estimates 

~ Honest Work

763-261-5656
Ralph’s

Auto Body

• BECKER
Grace Lutheran Church (LCMS)
Pastor: David M. Johnson, 763-262-7782, 11185 27th Ave SE. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am, Sun. School 10:30am, Wed. J.U.M.P. 6pm.
Becker Baptist Church
Pastors: Nathan Bucher (Senior), Kevin Drehmel (Youth) & Amy Drehmel 
(Dir. of Child/Fam. Ministry), 763-261-4202, 11951 Hancock St. Services: 
Sun. Worship/Children 10:30am. During the school year: AWANA for 
Kids/Sun. School 9:15am. Midweek Connect for Kids 6:30pm. Please reg-
ister Kids on our webite. Youth Group: Wed. 6:30pm. www.beckerbaptist.
org. 
Becker Evangelical Free Church
Pastors: Gerald Deppa (Interim Senior), Chris Salvevold (Youth), 763-261-
4125, Becker High School, Office: 11373 150th Ave SE. Services: Sun. 
Worship/Teaching/Fellowship 10am.
Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 12100 Sherburne Ave. Services: Sat. 
Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8:30am & 10:30am. Masses held 1st, 3rd & 5th Sun-
days of the month. (Masses held on 2nd & 4th Sundays in Big Lake).
Faith (Becker) Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Yolanda Denson-Byers & Vicar Molly Wills, 763-261-5751, 11755 
Sherburne Ave. Services: Sun. Worship 9:30am (Holy Communion on the 
1st & 3rd Sundays) Nursery available. Sun. school 9:55am, Refreshments 
& fellowship at 10:30am, Wed. programs: 6:00pm Wed. Worship, 6:30pm 
7th – 9th grade confirmation, 7:30pm Youth Group 1st & 3rd Wed. Bible 
Studies: Tues. 9:00am www.faithlutheran-becker.org.
Oakwood Community Church Assemblies of God
Pastors: Gerry Bass & Sarah, 763-220-6004, 13140 1st St (SW Corner of 
Becker Furniture World). Services: Sun. Bible Study/Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Snake River Free Church
Pastor: Steve Johnston, 612-219-8648, 180th St SE. Services: Sun. Worship/
Sun. School 10:30am., Hymn Sing is second Sun. of every month.
Becker Christian Center & Abundant Grace Church
Pastor: Ken Hanson, 763-262-2177, 15455 59th St SE. Services: Sun. Praise 
& Worship 9:30am, Wed. Family Fellowship 7pm.
Beacon House of Prayer
Pastors: Brian & Linda Holmes, 763-263-3771, 12264 Pleasant Ave. Ser-
vices: Thurs. Worship 6:30pm.
Free Grace United
Pastor: Kevin Wilson, 763-245-0001, Becker High School, 12000 Hancock 
St, Enter door 11. Services: Wed. Worship 6:30pm.

• BIG LAKE
Acts Seventh-Day Adventists Community Church
Pastor: Bill Nixon, 763-263-2287, 20455 187th Ave NW. Services: Sat. 
Worship 9am, Sat. Sabbath School 10:15am.
Bethany Bible Church
763-263-2167, 511 Eagle Lake Road. Services: Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Bridgeview Assembly of God
Pastor: Steve Royalty, 763-263-6274, 20500 County Road 11. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am & 10:45am, Wed. groups (kids/youth/adults) 6:30pm.
SVEA Hill Covenant Church
Pastor: Don Bellach, 763-263-6322, 16392 235th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Cornerstone Baptist Church
Pastor: Gordon Langdon, 763-263-7878, 15300 County Road 35. 
Hope Lutheran Church (ELCA) in Orrock
763-262-0028. www.hopeintherefuge.weebly.com.
IFLESIA AMOR VIVIENTE Living Love Church
Pastores: Juan & Patricia Aguayo, 763-607-5403, 21 Lake St N. Services: 
Sat. 6pm.
Lord of Glory Lutheran Church
Pastor: Marty Mably, 763-263-3090, 15550 190th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
8am & 10:30am.
Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 440 Lake St N. Services: Sat. Mass 
5pm; Sun. 8:30am & 10:30am. Masses held on 2nd & 4th Sundays of the 
month (Masses held on 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays in Becker).
Riverside Church
Online: www.myrc.church, 763-263-2410, 20314 County Road 14. Ser-
vices: Sun 8:45am, 10:30am & 12:05pm.
Saron Lutheran Church
Pastor: Kyle Sidlo, 763-263-2209, 311 Lake St. S. Services: Sun. Worship 

9:30am, indoors or livestream.
Spirit Life Church
763-262-LIFE, 221 Lake St N. Services Sun. mornings 9:45am. Going 
Deeper Sun. 9am. Prophetic Praayer Wed. 7pm.

• SANTIAGO
South Santiago Lutheran Church ELCA
Pastor: Allison Peterson, 763-662-2048, 14675 37th St. Services: Sun. 8am. 
and 10 am, Sun. School 9am.
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church E.L.S. & Princeton Evangelical School
Pastor: Timothy Zenda, 763-662-2570, 18977 17th St. Services: Sun. 
School/Bible Class 10:30am, Divine Worship 9am.
Glendorado Lutheran (ELCA)
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Shari Routh, 920-573-0193, 1100 186th Ave NE. Services: Sun 
Good Shepherd 9am, Sun. Glendorado 10:30am.
Gethsemane Church (ELCA) – Ronneby
Pastor: Barbara Peterson, 320-983-5002, 14478 78th St. NE. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Glendorado Evangelical Country Church
Pastor: Sam Alfano, 763-662-2244, 16999 Glendorado Road NE. Services: 
Sun. School 9:30am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• CLEAR LAKE
Living Waters Church
320-699-0876, 7830 Church St. Services: Sun. Worship 10am, Starting in 
Sept. Wed. night Ladies in Recovery study at 6:30pm.
Trinity Lutheran Church Missouri Synod
Pastor: Josh Reber, 320-743-2919, 8641 Main Ave. Services: Sun. Worship 
8:45am, Sun. School 9:45am.
SHED Church - Non-Denomination in Palmer
Pastor: TBD, 320-241-0123, Palmer Town Hall, 4180 105th Ave. Services: 
Sun. 5pm. www.shedchurch.org.
St. Marcus Catholic Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-743-2481, 8701 Main Ave. Services: Mon.  
& Wed. Mass 8am, Sat. Confessions 4:15pm, Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. 8am.

• DUELM
St. Lawrence Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-968-7502, 10915 Duelm Road NE. Ser-
vices: Sun. Mass 10am, Tues. Mass 8am.

• CLEARWATER
Clearwater United Methodist Church
Pastor: Alison Hendley, 320-558-2581, 405 Main St. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9:30am.
Freedom Bible Baptist Church
320-434-347, 605 Lime St. (Old Clearwater Post Office). Services: Sun. 
Prayer 9am, Sun. School 9:30am, Sun. Worship 10:45am.
Rejoice Lutheran Church – ELCA
Pastor: Jim Bump, 320-558-6851, 1155 County Road 75.  
Services: Sun. School that begins in Worship 9:30am.  
Livestream worship at Rejoice’s Youtube Channel,  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsJGuBda4orT9TWYii5wmGw
Church of St. Luke
Father: Dennis Backer, 320-558-2124, 17545 Huber Ave NW. Services: 
Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8am & 10am, Weekday Mass Tues.-Fri. 8am/
Sat. 9am.
Tri-County Alliance Church
Pastor: David Fogal, 320-558-2750, 8464 160th St NW. Services: Sun. 
School 9am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• SILVER CREEK
Immanuel Lutheran Church
Pastor: Ken Tatkenhorst, 763-878-2820, 11390 Elliot Ave NW. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am
Silver Creek Community Church
Pastor: Zach Pryor, 320-963-3957, 4282 114th St NW. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9am, Sun. Fellowship 10am, Sun. School 10:30am. 

• SAINT CLOUD
Faith Lutheran Church
Pastor: Joshua Reber, 320-252-3315, 3000 County Road SE. Worship: Sun. 
10:15am.
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month (Masses held on 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays in Becker).
Riverside Church
Online: www.myrc.church, 763-263-2410, 20314 County Road 14. Ser-
vices: Sun 8:45am, 10:30am & 12:05pm.
Saron Lutheran Church
Pastor: Kyle Sidlo, 763-263-2209, 311 Lake St. S. Services: Sun. Worship 

9:30am, indoors or livestream.
Spirit Life Church
763-262-LIFE, 221 Lake St N. Services Sun. mornings 9:45am. Going 
Deeper Sun. 9am. Prophetic Praayer Wed. 7pm.

• SANTIAGO
South Santiago Lutheran Church ELCA
Pastor: Allison Peterson, 763-662-2048, 14675 37th St. Services: Sun. 8am. 
and 10 am, Sun. School 9am.
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church E.L.S. & Princeton Evangelical School
Pastor: Timothy Zenda, 763-662-2570, 18977 17th St. Services: Sun. 
School/Bible Class 10:30am, Divine Worship 9am.
Glendorado Lutheran (ELCA)
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Shari Routh, 920-573-0193, 1100 186th Ave NE. Services: Sun 
Good Shepherd 9am, Sun. Glendorado 10:30am.
Gethsemane Church (ELCA) – Ronneby
Pastor: Barbara Peterson, 320-983-5002, 14478 78th St. NE. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Glendorado Evangelical Country Church
Pastor: Sam Alfano, 763-662-2244, 16999 Glendorado Road NE. Services: 
Sun. School 9:30am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• CLEAR LAKE
Living Waters Church
320-699-0876, 7830 Church St. Services: Sun. Worship 10am, Starting in 
Sept. Wed. night Ladies in Recovery study at 6:30pm.
Trinity Lutheran Church Missouri Synod
Pastor: Josh Reber, 320-743-2919, 8641 Main Ave. Services: Sun. Worship 
8:45am, Sun. School 9:45am.
SHED Church - Non-Denomination in Palmer
Pastor: TBD, 320-241-0123, Palmer Town Hall, 4180 105th Ave. Services: 
Sun. 5pm. www.shedchurch.org.
St. Marcus Catholic Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-743-2481, 8701 Main Ave. Services: Mon.  
& Wed. Mass 8am, Sat. Confessions 4:15pm, Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. 8am.

• DUELM
St. Lawrence Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-968-7502, 10915 Duelm Road NE. Ser-
vices: Sun. Mass 10am, Tues. Mass 8am.

• CLEARWATER
Clearwater United Methodist Church
Pastor: Alison Hendley, 320-558-2581, 405 Main St. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9:30am.
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320-434-347, 605 Lime St. (Old Clearwater Post Office). Services: Sun. 
Prayer 9am, Sun. School 9:30am, Sun. Worship 10:45am.
Rejoice Lutheran Church – ELCA
Pastor: Jim Bump, 320-558-6851, 1155 County Road 75.  
Services: Sun. School that begins in Worship 9:30am.  
Livestream worship at Rejoice’s Youtube Channel,  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsJGuBda4orT9TWYii5wmGw
Church of St. Luke
Father: Dennis Backer, 320-558-2124, 17545 Huber Ave NW. Services: 
Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8am & 10am, Weekday Mass Tues.-Fri. 8am/
Sat. 9am.
Tri-County Alliance Church
Pastor: David Fogal, 320-558-2750, 8464 160th St NW. Services: Sun. 
School 9am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• SILVER CREEK
Immanuel Lutheran Church
Pastor: Ken Tatkenhorst, 763-878-2820, 11390 Elliot Ave NW. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am
Silver Creek Community Church
Pastor: Zach Pryor, 320-963-3957, 4282 114th St NW. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9am, Sun. Fellowship 10am, Sun. School 10:30am. 

• SAINT CLOUD
Faith Lutheran Church
Pastor: Joshua Reber, 320-252-3315, 3000 County Road SE. Worship: Sun. 
10:15am.
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FAMILY FUNERAL HOMES

SPONSORED BY:

8852 Cty Rd 23
Becker, MN 

Phone:
763.261.5656

Ralph du Monceaux, Owner
Free Loaners ~ Free Estimates 

~ Honest Work

763-261-5656
Ralph’s

Auto Body

• BECKER
Grace Lutheran Church (LCMS)
Pastor: David M. Johnson, 763-262-7782, 11185 27th Ave SE. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am, Sun. School 10:30am, Wed. J.U.M.P. 6pm.
Becker Baptist Church
Pastors: Nathan Bucher (Senior), Kevin Drehmel (Youth) & Amy Drehmel 
(Dir. of Child/Fam. Ministry), 763-261-4202, 11951 Hancock St. Services: 
Sun. Worship/Children 10:30am. During the school year: AWANA for 
Kids/Sun. School 9:15am. Midweek Connect for Kids 6:30pm. Please reg-
ister Kids on our webite. Youth Group: Wed. 6:30pm. www.beckerbaptist.
org. 
Becker Evangelical Free Church
Pastors: Gerald Deppa (Interim Senior), Chris Salvevold (Youth), 763-261-
4125, Becker High School, Office: 11373 150th Ave SE. Services: Sun. 
Worship/Teaching/Fellowship 10am.
Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 12100 Sherburne Ave. Services: Sat. 
Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8:30am & 10:30am. Masses held 1st, 3rd & 5th Sun-
days of the month. (Masses held on 2nd & 4th Sundays in Big Lake).
Faith (Becker) Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Yolanda Denson-Byers & Vicar Molly Wills, 763-261-5751, 11755 
Sherburne Ave. Services: Sun. Worship 9:30am (Holy Communion on the 
1st & 3rd Sundays) Nursery available. Sun. school 9:55am, Refreshments 
& fellowship at 10:30am, Wed. programs: 6:00pm Wed. Worship, 6:30pm 
7th – 9th grade confirmation, 7:30pm Youth Group 1st & 3rd Wed. Bible 
Studies: Tues. 9:00am www.faithlutheran-becker.org.
Oakwood Community Church Assemblies of God
Pastors: Gerry Bass & Sarah, 763-220-6004, 13140 1st St (SW Corner of 
Becker Furniture World). Services: Sun. Bible Study/Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Snake River Free Church
Pastor: Steve Johnston, 612-219-8648, 180th St SE. Services: Sun. Worship/
Sun. School 10:30am., Hymn Sing is second Sun. of every month.
Becker Christian Center & Abundant Grace Church
Pastor: Ken Hanson, 763-262-2177, 15455 59th St SE. Services: Sun. Praise 
& Worship 9:30am, Wed. Family Fellowship 7pm.
Beacon House of Prayer
Pastors: Brian & Linda Holmes, 763-263-3771, 12264 Pleasant Ave. Ser-
vices: Thurs. Worship 6:30pm.
Free Grace United
Pastor: Kevin Wilson, 763-245-0001, Becker High School, 12000 Hancock 
St, Enter door 11. Services: Wed. Worship 6:30pm.

• BIG LAKE
Acts Seventh-Day Adventists Community Church
Pastor: Bill Nixon, 763-263-2287, 20455 187th Ave NW. Services: Sat. 
Worship 9am, Sat. Sabbath School 10:15am.
Bethany Bible Church
763-263-2167, 511 Eagle Lake Road. Services: Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Bridgeview Assembly of God
Pastor: Steve Royalty, 763-263-6274, 20500 County Road 11. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am & 10:45am, Wed. groups (kids/youth/adults) 6:30pm.
SVEA Hill Covenant Church
Pastor: Don Bellach, 763-263-6322, 16392 235th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Cornerstone Baptist Church
Pastor: Gordon Langdon, 763-263-7878, 15300 County Road 35. 
Hope Lutheran Church (ELCA) in Orrock
763-262-0028. www.hopeintherefuge.weebly.com.
IFLESIA AMOR VIVIENTE Living Love Church
Pastores: Juan & Patricia Aguayo, 763-607-5403, 21 Lake St N. Services: 
Sat. 6pm.
Lord of Glory Lutheran Church
Pastor: Marty Mably, 763-263-3090, 15550 190th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
8am & 10:30am.
Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 440 Lake St N. Services: Sat. Mass 
5pm; Sun. 8:30am & 10:30am. Masses held on 2nd & 4th Sundays of the 
month (Masses held on 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays in Becker).
Riverside Church
Online: www.myrc.church, 763-263-2410, 20314 County Road 14. Ser-
vices: Sun 8:45am, 10:30am & 12:05pm.
Saron Lutheran Church
Pastor: Kyle Sidlo, 763-263-2209, 311 Lake St. S. Services: Sun. Worship 

9:30am, indoors or livestream.
Spirit Life Church
763-262-LIFE, 221 Lake St N. Services Sun. mornings 9:45am. Going 
Deeper Sun. 9am. Prophetic Praayer Wed. 7pm.

• SANTIAGO
South Santiago Lutheran Church ELCA
Pastor: Allison Peterson, 763-662-2048, 14675 37th St. Services: Sun. 8am. 
and 10 am, Sun. School 9am.
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church E.L.S. & Princeton Evangelical School
Pastor: Timothy Zenda, 763-662-2570, 18977 17th St. Services: Sun. 
School/Bible Class 10:30am, Divine Worship 9am.
Glendorado Lutheran (ELCA)
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Shari Routh, 920-573-0193, 1100 186th Ave NE. Services: Sun 
Good Shepherd 9am, Sun. Glendorado 10:30am.
Gethsemane Church (ELCA) – Ronneby
Pastor: Barbara Peterson, 320-983-5002, 14478 78th St. NE. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Glendorado Evangelical Country Church
Pastor: Sam Alfano, 763-662-2244, 16999 Glendorado Road NE. Services: 
Sun. School 9:30am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• CLEAR LAKE
Living Waters Church
320-699-0876, 7830 Church St. Services: Sun. Worship 10am, Starting in 
Sept. Wed. night Ladies in Recovery study at 6:30pm.
Trinity Lutheran Church Missouri Synod
Pastor: Josh Reber, 320-743-2919, 8641 Main Ave. Services: Sun. Worship 
8:45am, Sun. School 9:45am.
SHED Church - Non-Denomination in Palmer
Pastor: TBD, 320-241-0123, Palmer Town Hall, 4180 105th Ave. Services: 
Sun. 5pm. www.shedchurch.org.
St. Marcus Catholic Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-743-2481, 8701 Main Ave. Services: Mon.  
& Wed. Mass 8am, Sat. Confessions 4:15pm, Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. 8am.

• DUELM
St. Lawrence Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-968-7502, 10915 Duelm Road NE. Ser-
vices: Sun. Mass 10am, Tues. Mass 8am.

• CLEARWATER
Clearwater United Methodist Church
Pastor: Alison Hendley, 320-558-2581, 405 Main St. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9:30am.
Freedom Bible Baptist Church
320-434-347, 605 Lime St. (Old Clearwater Post Office). Services: Sun. 
Prayer 9am, Sun. School 9:30am, Sun. Worship 10:45am.
Rejoice Lutheran Church – ELCA
Pastor: Jim Bump, 320-558-6851, 1155 County Road 75.  
Services: Sun. School that begins in Worship 9:30am.  
Livestream worship at Rejoice’s Youtube Channel,  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsJGuBda4orT9TWYii5wmGw
Church of St. Luke
Father: Dennis Backer, 320-558-2124, 17545 Huber Ave NW. Services: 
Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8am & 10am, Weekday Mass Tues.-Fri. 8am/
Sat. 9am.
Tri-County Alliance Church
Pastor: David Fogal, 320-558-2750, 8464 160th St NW. Services: Sun. 
School 9am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• SILVER CREEK
Immanuel Lutheran Church
Pastor: Ken Tatkenhorst, 763-878-2820, 11390 Elliot Ave NW. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am
Silver Creek Community Church
Pastor: Zach Pryor, 320-963-3957, 4282 114th St NW. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9am, Sun. Fellowship 10am, Sun. School 10:30am. 

• SAINT CLOUD
Faith Lutheran Church
Pastor: Joshua Reber, 320-252-3315, 3000 County Road SE. Worship: Sun. 
10:15am.

RYAN HUBBARD
763-263-8334 

RESIDENTIAL  • COMMERCIAL - AGRICULTURAL

6715 125th Ave - Clear Lake, MN
320.743.2387 • Cell: 320.290.9843

Scott & Tonia Ulsby

KEN GEROUX CONSTRUCTION
C O R P O R A T I O N

Integrity • Excellence
Uncompromising Customer Satisfaction

Lic. #BC002757
Big Lake • 763-263-6878

Order Online!

Becker Pizza Depot
The Area’s Best Pizza -- Ask Anyone!

14281 Bank Street, Becker • 763-262-2700
www.BeckerPizzaDepot.com • Facebook: Pizza Depot

Pizza, Wings & More

290 EAGLE LAKE RD. N. BIG LAKE
763-263-3262 • WWW.CORNEROAKSDENTAL.COM

FAMILY & COSMETIC DENTISTRY

DR. REED DILL & 
DR. PETER KUEFLER

16455 122nd St Becker MN 55308

763-263-9471

Big Lake

 763-263-6350
parkdental.com

Church DirectoryChurch DirectoryChurch Directory

320-743-2479 
• dahlensheetmetal@frontier.com

P.O. Box 646 • Becker, MN 55308
www.dahlensheetmetal.com

Becker 763-261-4200  |  Princeton 763-389-4099
Monticello 763-271-7177

www.sherburnestatebank.com

Your Hometown Bank

Sherburne
State Bank

Member 
FDIC

763-262-4237

M-F
8AM-

4:30PM

Owner: Chad Schwintek
13050 1st Street Becker, MN 55308

24 
HOUR
Towing & recovery

19640 200th Ave., Big Lake

• Family Owned 
    & Operated
• Light, Medium and 
    Heavy Duty  Towing 

• Lockouts 
• Jump Starts 
• Winch Recovery

www.bobstowingandrecovery.com

• BIG LAKE 
• ELK RIVER 
• MONTICELLO

This space is available! 
Call the Patriot to 

become a church page 
sponsor! 763-275-0275

Church Directory brough to you by these advertisers:

The Best Gift of All
It’s less than two weeks 

to Christmas and I still have 
most of my Christmas shop-
ping to do. Other than find-
ing time to shop, my biggest 
problem is that I have no idea 
what to get anyone. And the 
biggest reason I don’t know 
what to get anyone? None of 
us actually need anything.

This seems to be the 
case for most. Today we 
can buy everything we need 
ourselves. It’s there with a 
click of a button or swipe of 
a credit card. We don’t have 
to wait for holidays and birth-
days anymore.

I grew up in a very small 
town and the few toys to be 
had could be found at the 
local hardware store. I would 
go in there and gaze longingly 
at them all, wishing they were 
mine. 

Like every kid in the 70s, 
getting the Sears and JCPen-
ney’s toy catalogs was one of 
the highlights of the Christ-
mas season. My sister and 
I would pour through them 
over and over, circling the 
toys we wanted and dream-
ing about finding them under 
the tree. Deciding what we 
wanted wasn’t a decision to 
be made lightly, so circled 
items often had a big X over 
them as we found something 
we wanted even more.

The best gift I ever re-
ceived came when I was 
four or five years old. Al-
though there were dolls, there 
weren’t any extra clothes or 
accessories you could buy 
for them, so whatever they 
came with was what you were 
stuck with. But part of the joy 
I found in playing with dolls 
was dressing and undressing 
them. In my imagination, 
they were real. And like any 
real person they needed to 
have more than one outfit to 
wear.

My mom used to sew a 
lot, and that year she made a 
bunch of doll clothes to give 
to my female cousins for 
Christmas. They were won-
derful, miniature dresses and 
pajamas, all with snaps so 
they were easy for little fin-
gers to get on and off.

I was so jealous of those 
clothes. I begged my mom to 
make me some too, after all, 
she’d used my dolls as mod-
els to make sure the clothes 
would fit!

She told me she didn’t 
have time to make more and I 
would have to wait until after 
Christmas. I was devastated. 
Remember how long time 
was when you were a kid? 
How waiting always felt like 
an eternity? It felt like my 
dolls would never have any 
new clothes. 

Imagine my surprise on 
Christmas Day when, after 
watching my cousins excit-
edly open their presents, I 
opened one to find it stuffed 
full of my mom’s homemade 
doll clothes. She’d been plan-
ning on giving them to me all 
along.

I was overjoyed. It was a 
Christmas miracle! As soon 
as we got home from my 
grandparents’ house that day 
I grabbed my dolls and started 
playing. I was in heaven.

Back to my current di-
lemma over what to buy 
members of my family for 
Christmas. I realize it’s re-
ally not that big of a dilemma 
after all. What matters is the 
thought behind the gift, not 
how much it cost or if it’s the 
latest, greatest thing. 

Today we can buy just 
about anything we want 
whenever we want it. It’s all 
available and we can have it 
immediately. Although that’s 
incredible, it’s also made 
us, and our kids, immune to 
actually having to wait for 
something. We’ve lost the 
feeling of anticipation. That 
loss has taken away much of 
the magic of gift giving. Most 
kids today will never feel that 
same sense of joy that I felt 
over a simple, handmade gift. 

The best gifts are the 
ones that come from the heart. 
Although I don’t have many 
of my old dolls any longer, I 
still have most of those won-
derful clothes. 

By Penny Leuthard
Contributing Writer

Elusive Quetzal in Costa Rica
Costa Rica is a wildlife 

photographer’s paradise. I 
just returned from two weeks 
of trekking through the hot 
and humid lowland tropi-
cal jungles and hiking high 
up in the cold cloud forest 
mountains, over 8,000-foot 
elevation, all in search of 
a wide variety of birds and 
mammals. But for anyone 
who travels to this Central 
American country, there is 
one species of bird that ev-
eryone wants and desires to 
see and photograph. It is the 
Resplendent Quetzal (Pharo-
machrus mocinno). This is a 
magnificent green bird that 
lives only in southern Mexico 
and parts of Central America 
in the high elevations of the 
cloud forests. My group of 
intrepid photographers made 
the full day drive up to the 
cloud forests of 
Costa Rica and 
we arrived at 
a location 
w h e r e 
severa l 
of the 
b i r d s 
h a v e 
been re-
p o r t e d . 
The Quet-
zal is well 
known for feed-
ing on wild avoca-
dos. So, after a short hike on 
a muddy trail, we set up near 
a large avocado tree. The 
surrounding area was beau-
tiful and there were several 
perches the bird might use 
that would allow the possi-
bility of some great images. 
We stood there in the light 
rain, everyone hopeful for 
the arrival of the Resplen-
dent Quetzal, but no one 
was reporting any sightings 
this morning. Several hours 
passed and still nothing, but 
then our local guide’s phone 
rang, and in half English and 
half Spanish he said pack it 
up let’s go quickly to another 
location. We piled out of the 
van and trekked across sev-
eral open fields to the edge of 
the jungle where another av-
ocado tree stood. We waited 
and waited. The rain stopped 
for a few minutes and the sun 
came out and warmed us up. 
After a while it was decided 
that the bird wasn’t coming 
back to this location, so the 
next location had a long steep 
muddy trail up to the avo-
cado tree. Again, after eating, 

we waited a little longer and 
still no bird. We headed back 
down the steep trail doing our 
best not to slip and slide down 
the hill. We gathered for 
lunch and made a plan to re-
turn to the last location where 
we ate breakfast to wait out 
the afternoon to see if we can 
capture some images of the 

Quetzal. When we re-
turned everyone 

was wet from 
the rain and 
had muddy 
boots. In 
these con-
ditions we 
n e e d e d 
rain gear 

for our 
c a m e r a s 

and ourselves. 
Again, the wait-

ing game started. One 
hour passed, then another. 
The sun set was around 5 p.m. 
and it was getting towards 4 
p.m. with very light rain fall-
ing. Suddenly a flash of bright 
iridescent green shot past the 
group and landed in the av-
ocado tree. After the initial 
gasp of delight, everyone 
fell silent and concentrated 
on capturing some images 
of this unbelievably beautiful 
bird. The bird moved around 
the tree and three times came 
out into the open allowing ev-
eryone a good chance to see 
and capture stunning images.

Until next time…
Stan Tekiela is an au-

thor / naturalist and wildlife 
photographer who travels the 
world to study and capture 
images of wildlife. He can be 
followed at www.Facebook.
com and www.Instagram.
com. He can be contacted via 
his website at NatureSmart.
com. 

By Naturist 
Stan Tekiela

SCHOOL from page 1
ceived rave reviews and 
achieved record attendance.

Supt. Report
Supt. Jeremy Schmidt 

included an update for the 
MSBA Conference, which 
will take place Thurs., Jan. 12 
and Fri., Jan. 13. 

The January school 
board meeting date will be 
Jan. 9 at 6:30 p.m. 

Schmidt said the trans-
portation department has re-
ceived grants to outfit their 
buses with cameras inside and 
outside. The goal of the grant 
is to keep drivers and riders 
safe as they board buses.

Members of the cabinet 
attended a two hour group 
workshop with Dr. Dave 
Webb, author of “Homerun 
Leadership”. 

New board member ori-
entation took place Nov. 28. 

The calendar commit-
tee will be provided a survey 
about next year’s school cal-
endar (staff will also receive 
an input survey). 

Congratulations to Chair 
Mark Swanson on being 
recognized as a President’s 
Award Winner by MSBA. 
He was recognized as one of 

15 board members through-
out the state to achieve this 
honor. In addition, thanks 
was shared for Chair Swan-
son’s 12 years on the board 
and Clerk Ryan Obermoller’s 
one term.

Committee Reports were 
shared from SNWSEC, who 
had an upcoming meeting 
Dec. 7 in Big Lake, District 
Office Negotiations, Finance, 
Curriculum Advisory, and 
Activities. 

The consent agenda was 
passed on a unanimous vote.

Gifts were also approved 
and recognized on a unani-
mous vote. 

“Thank you to everyone 
who has supported our school 
programs with donations,” 
said Schmidt.

The board approved the 
official general and special 
election resolutions and ab-
stract of votes cast on a unan-
imous vote.

Approval of the resolu-
tion authorizing certificates of 
election and directing school 
district clerk to perform other 
election related duties was 
also approved on a unani-
mous vote.

The WBWF Summary 
Report was approved in ac-
cordance with Policy 601. 
The vote was 6-0 in favor.

Audit and Levy
The audit was presented 

by Bergan KDV and ap-
proved unanimously by the 
board. The audit reported no 
issues and alignment with 
District Policy 714.

The annual Truth in 
Taxation information was 
presented by Kevin Janusze-
wski. The levy includes an 
additional 4.67% increase 
in the amount of just over 
$500,000 over the 2022 levy.

Readings
A first reading of Poli-

cies 201, 203.2, 223 and 534 
were shared and discussed. 
These were the changes being 
recommended:

• Policy 201: Modified 
the legal reference to match 
MSBA;

• Policy 203.2: Has 
been reordered to match 
the school’s current agenda 
order;

• Policy 223: There are 
some minor recommended 
changes due to the school’s 
recent approval of the 2022-

2027 Strategic Plan;
• Policy 534: Brought to 

the board to share information 
related to a new AG opinion 
from Nov. 18, 2022 that re-
quires an end to “lunch sham-
ing”. Becker Public Schools 
has no changes, because they 
do not follow any practice of 
“lunch shaming”;

• Policy 722 had a sec-
ond reading. The recommen-
dation was MSBA Model 
Policy 722. After a motion 
and a second, there was much 
discussion on the reason for 
the change and the board was 
able to recommit a resolu-
tion to have a policy brought 
to the board within 60 days. 
Included in this was a legal 
review, policy committee 
meeting, and improvement 
to the policy to limit liability 
to the district, improve timing 
of data requests and improve 
technology.

The Meeting was ad-
journed at 8:43 p.m.

Reminder: The January 
Regular Board Meeting will 
take place on Jan. 9.
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ENTER THE PATRIOT ANNUAL CHRISTMAS COLORING CONTEST! 
Fill your name out on the entry blank below and take your artwork and form (or mail them) to the 

Sherburne State Bank office in Becker (ATTN: COLORING CONTEST, P.O. Box 428, 12500 Sher-
burne Ave, Becker, MN 55308). Prizes will be awarded in three age categories (Ages 1-5, Ages 6-10, 
Ages 11-15) and will be held Tuesday, Jan. 3 and winner’s names will be published in our Saturday, 

Jan. 7 issue of the Patriot. Winners will be notified by phone or email and they can stop by 
the Sherburne State Bank to receive a prize.

EACH WINNER WILL RECEIVE ONE $15 GIFT CERTIFICATE TO AN AREA 
MERCHANT! FOR THOSE DROPPING OFF ENTRIES, WE ASK THAT YOU CONSIDER 
DONATING A FOOD ITEM OR TWO FOR THE AREA FOOD SHELVES! THANK YOU!

NAME ____________________________________________________________________   AGE ________________________________

ADDRESS _______________________________________________________________________________________________________

PHONE ________________________________ EMAIL  __________________________________________________________________

COLORING CONTEST! 

Serving our communities since 1920

Sponsored by:
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$10,000 Sign on Bonus |
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BECKER PUBLIC SCHOOLS IS HIRING! 
BE A PART OF OUR TEAM!

for information on all our openings, please visit www.becker.k12.mn.us
Questions?  Contact AngelA Oswald @ 763-261-4502, option 3

2022-23 School Year Substitutes:
• TEACHERS

• PARAPROFESSIONALS
• NURSES

• CUSTODIANS
• FOOD SERVERS/

DISHWASHERS
• BUS AND VAN DRIVERS

Apply in person, 1 mile east of Becker, 
137th left, 1/8 mile on left. 612-747-0163    

NOW HIRING!
KASOWSKI GROUP

• FT FARM LABOR
• FT EQUIPMENT OPERATOR • FT FARM MECHANIC

FT, PT & On-call Caregivers - All Shifts

Make a difference for 
individuals with 
disabilities as a DSP

Search jobs and apply online at:
sevitahealth.com

Call Rachel for more information: 763-377-2357
SevitaHealth.com

Age 55+ workers needed for PT light 
custodial work at the Fuller Lake & 
Enfield Rest Areas located on 1-94. 

Contact Green View at 
651-639-1913. 

BECKER PUBLIC SCHOOLS HAS AN IMMEDIATE OPENING

For more information and to apply, go to:  
https://www.applitrack.com/becker/onlineapp/

NIGHT LEAD CUSTODIAN

Questions?  Contact Rick Kraus, Director of Buildings & Grounds 
at rkraus@isd726.org

320-251-1038 
expresspros.com/stcloudmn

Need Holiday Cash? 
Now Hiring!

• PT Executive Asst. - $23-$27/hr
• HR/Accounting Professional $25+
• 2nd shift CNC Mill operator - $25 - $40
• Customer Service and sales rep $17-18/Hr
• Metal Fabricator - $22-$25
• Auto Mechanics - $17-$25
• Administrative Support/AR - $17-$18.50/hr
• mechanical draft - $22 and up!
• Maintenance supervisor - up to $25Cl

ic
k,

 c
al

l 
or

 a
pp

ly
 t

od
ay

!

Call today to get your 
ad in the newspaper! 

763.275.0275

REPUTATION AND 
RELATIONSHIP 

BUILDING
Local newspaper publishers work 

hard to create positive relationships 
with members of the community 

to build a loyal customer base. As 
a publisher’s reputation grows, 

community members begin to trust 
the company for providing timely and 
accurate information and often begin 

to believe that a trusted local publisher 
won’t do business with companies that 
are untrustworthy. By advertising with 
a trusted local newspaper that has a 
loyal customer base, you can build a 
positive reputation in the community 

simply through this association.

REPUTATION 
AND 

RELATIONSHIP 
BUILDING

Local newspaper publishers 
work hard to create positive 
relationships with members 

of the community to build 
a loyal customer base. As 
a publisher’s reputation 

grows, community members 
begin to trust the company 

for providing timely and 
accurate information and 

often begin to believe that a 
trusted local publisher won’t 
do business with companies 

that are untrustworthy. By 
advertising with a trusted 
local newspaper that has 

a loyal customer base, you 
can build a positive 

reputation in the 
community simply through 

this association.

REPUTATION AND 
RELATIONSHIP BUILDING

Local newspaper publishers work hard to create positive relationships with 
members of the community to build a loyal customer base. As a publisher’s 

reputation grows, community members begin to trust the company for 
providing timely and accurate information and often begin to believe 

that a trusted local publisher won’t do business with companies that are 
untrustworthy. By advertising with a trusted local newspaper that has a 

loyal customer base, you can build a positive reputation in the community 
simply through this association.

REPUTATION AND 
RELATIONSHIP 

BUILDING
Local newspaper publishers work hard to create positive 
relationships with members of the community to build a 
loyal customer base. As a publisher’s reputation grows, 

community members begin to trust the company for 
providing timely and accurate information and often begin 
to believe that a trusted local publisher won’t do business 

with companies that are untrustworthy. By advertising 
with a trusted local newspaper that has a loyal customer 

base, you can build a positive reputation in the community 
simply through this association.

REPUTATION AND RELATIONSHIP BUILDING
Local newspaper publishers work hard to create positive relationships with members of the community to build a 

loyal customer base. As a publisher’s reputation grows, community members begin to trust the company for 
providing timely and accurate information and often begin to believe that a trusted local publisher won’t do business 

with companies that are untrustworthy. By advertising with a trusted local newspaper that has a loyal customer 
base, you can build a positive reputation in the community simply through this association.

Hours and days vary. We are flexible. Some 
computer skills preferred. Will train. 16 years and 

older. Apply in person, ask for John or Kim

13350 1st St., 
Becker, MN

HELP WANTED PT

Becker

 

 

 

 

 

 

Liberty Paper is seeking Production and Maintenance Technicians. 
We are a 100% recycled paper mill located in Becker! Apply online today! 

 

 

 

 
 

 

*Competitive Wages + Overtime + Quarterly Bonuses + Benefits including PTO, Medical, 
Dental, Vision, Life, Disability Insurances, Tuition Assistance & more! 

Visit: Libertydiversified.com/careers/ 

 

 

Production Technicians 

$25.00/hr.  

+ Shift Differential 

PLUS – Hiring Bonus 

   
  

 

Shift Maintenance Technicians 

   $33 - $36/hr. DOQ & Experience 
includes shift premium 

+ Shift Differential 

PLUS – Hiring Bonus 

 

 

www.tricap.org | general@tricap.org | (320) 251-1612 or (888) 765-5597| 1210 23rd Ave South, Waite Park MN 56387          
Equal Opportunity Employer/ADA/AA 

Bus Drivers WANTED! 
Are you looking for a position that makes a difference in the lives of others? Look no further!  

We are looking for a compassionate, enthusiastic, and dependable individual to join our team driving 
public transit buses in our Elk River & Milaca location, filling full-time and part-time positions. The 

ideal candidate should be personable, customer-focused, values safety, a logical thinker and a 
proactive problem-solver. Other benefits include:  

10 paid holidays per year, paid personal days, vacation, health, dental, retirement, life insurance, etc. 
PLUS: We will pay for your training to obtain your CDL!  

Starting Hourly Wage: $19.85- $21.83 

Primary responsibilities include: 
*Safely operate bus on assigned route, staying on schedule and providing
excellent service to customers.
*Assist passengers as needed with mobility aids including wheelchairs, walkers
or other aids, assuring that all passengers are secured properly and all mobility
aids are stowed securely.
*Conduct daily and weekly vehicle inspections and report defects to Lead Driver.
*Monitor fare collection from passengers.
*Complete paperwork related to bus operation and passenger concerns.
*Be responsible for daily cleaning and bus maintenance.

QQuuaalliiffiiccaattiioonnss:: 
*CDL with a passenger endorsement, MNDOT medical exam card, OR ability to obtain
*Pass DMV violations check and criminal background check
*Pass pre-employment drug screening, ability to comply with FTA drug and alcohol testing regulations
*Ability to lift/push/pull up to 75 pounds, maneuver and secure mobility devices
*Excellent customer service and effective communication skills
*Ability to work with a diverse population, including people with disabilities
*Proficient with computers, navigation technology
*Must be available for scheduling Monday-Saturday and able to drive for extended periods of time

TToo  aappppllyy::  
Go to our website: Apply online at www.tricap.org, or email: hr@tricap.org or call our office (320) 257-
4511 to request an application. Position open until filled.   

The mission of Tri-CAP is to enhance and expand opportunities for the economic and social well-being of our residents 
and our communities.  

Clear Lake/Clearwater Sewer 
Authority Plant Operator

The Clear Lake/Clearwater Sewer Authority located 
in Clear Lake, Mn is seeking applications for a FT 
Wastewater Treatment Plant Operator.  Minimum 

requirements include a valid driver’s license, ability 
to work evenings/weekends, and ability to comply 

with an alarm response time of 30 minutes. A 
class D wastewater license is preferred.  Prior city 
experience and knowledge of governmental oper-
ations is desirable.  The position is full-time with 
benefits.  Wage range is $23.79 - $32.56/hour 

DOQ.  Offers of employment are contingent upon a 
full background check.  Applications can be obtained 

by visiting www.clearwatercity.com or call (320) 
558-2428.  Return applications to the City of Clear-
water, PO Box 9, Clearwater, MN 55320 or email 
to asmythe@clearwatercity.com no later than 4:30 
p.m. on Monday, December 12, 2022.  Clear Lake/
Clearwater Sewer Authority is an EEO/AA employer.
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Seeking Experienced Dispatcher
Come work for a family owned trucking 

company that’s been in business since 1930. 
We are seeking an experienced dispatcher 

out of our Clearwater office.
• Salary dependent  
   on experience
• Competative 
   benefits package
• Monday-Friday    
   shift schedule

Apply online at www.DaggettTruck.comApply online at www.DaggettTruck.com

C a l l  t o d a y !
2 1 8 - 3 3 4 - 51 24

Hiring in our Frazee & Clearwater Terminals!

Follow us on Facebook 
to see the difference!

Call TODAY! 
218-334-5125

Celebrating 80 Years of Business!

DRIVERS & OWNER OPERATORS
Daggett Trucks carry refrigerated & dry freight to the NW, Midwest &
SE. Avg length of trip is 5-7 days. Find out why over our history that

over 78 of our company drivers have logged more than 1 million miles!
Jack Pate wins
2017 MTA driver 

of the year!

Jack Pate wins
2017 MTA driver 

of the year!
JACK HAS OVER 20 YEARS 

DRIVING ONLY WITH DAGGETT!

We’ll make the 
transition stress-free

THE BECKER
TRANSPORTATION 

DEPARTMENT 
NEEDS YOU!

AM / PM BUS DRIVER
Job Duties:

Safely operate school buses while transporting district students to and from 
school. Conduct daily pre-trips for all type III vehicles for student transportation. 

Ability to clearly communicate and follow directions with district employees, 
students, and parents. Be a team player with the transportation department, and 
the district as a whole. Follow all school district policies as well as federal, state, 

and local laws. This position will be directed by the transportation office staff and 
will assist with routes and any other needs for the school district, as assigned.

Requirements:
Clean driving record. Pass and carry a DOT physical. Class B drivers license, 
endorsements of school bus, passenger and air brake. Experience with CDL 

vehicles is preferred. We are willing to train the right candidate.

Position Details:
This is a 3 hour and 30 minute position, Monday through Friday. Start and end 

times will vary based on the needs of Becker Public Schools, and the route. 
Transportation Employee Agreement is available on our District website. 

Salary: $38.81 per route.

To apply online, go to:  www.becker.k12.mn.us/Human Resources/Employment

Application Process: Applications available at Reach-Up, 350 
Highway 10 S, St. Cloud or apply online at  www.reachupinc.org. 

320-253-8110. Positions open until filled. EOE

Early Childhood Asst. - HS

Career 
Opportunities

350 Hwy 10 S, St. Cloud, MN
320-253-8110

Part time Early Childhood Assistant opening in Big 
Lake.  Responsibilities include assisting the Teach-
er in the classroom. Providing a safe, nurturing 
environment for children, 3 to 5 years old.

Help Wanted 
Full Time Maintenance Worker
Silver Creek Township is now accepting applications for one 
FT maintenance worker. Job includes all maintenance of the 
Township’s roads. Applicants must have Class A MN license 
with DOT Health card.  Must have a good driving record and 
be able to pass physical, background check and a drug test. 

References required. Duties include operation and 
maintenance of all road maintenance equipment, graders, 

snow plows, loaders and dump trucks. Preferred applicant to 
live within 30 minutes of Town hall and be available on call. 

Pay will be commensurate on experience.  
Application and further list of duties are available at 

Township office, by email @ silvercreektwp@tds.net or 
at http://www.silvercreektwp.com.  

Call office at 763-878-2600 with questions. 
Silver Creek Township 3827 134th St NW Monticello MN
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Business & professional 
services  directory

935 Clearwater Professional Building
(320) 558-2201

Mon.: 8:30-4:30 • Tue.: 9-5 • Wed.: 8:30-4:30
ALSO: 1500 Northway Drive, St. Cloud

Member of American 
Academy of Dental 

Group Practice Bethany Blonigen, DDS
Brent Deragisch, DDS

“A Reason 
to Smile!”

Dental

Attorneys
PETERSON - 

GRIMSMO
FUNERAL CHAPEL

Serving your 
community since 1933

250 East Broadway
Monticello, MN 55362

763-295-2918
Our family serving yours!

Funeral

Area News

14-oz. Holiday Grand 
Champion Summer Sausage

14-oz. Holiday Jalapeno 
Cheddar Summer Sausage

1-lb. Bongard’s Cheese 
(flavor my vary)

12-oz. Apple 
Cinnamon bacon

12-oz. Hickory 
Smoked Bacon

GCM Pancake Mix
GCM Pancake Syrup

Grand Champion 
Summer Sausage
Old Fashioned Beef Jerky
Grand Champion 
Snack Sticks

1 pkg. each - old fashioned 
beef jerky & nuttery prime 
rib jerky

1 pkg. each - Grand Champion 
sticks & teriyaki flats

(Substitutions available upon 
request).

14-oz. Holiday Grand 
Champion Summer Sausage

1-lb. Bongard’s Cheese 
(flavor my vary)

Grand Champion 
Summer Sausage

12-oz. Hickory Smoked Bacon
Teriyaki Sticks 
Snack Sticks

Phone Orders: 320-968-7267
6634 Hwy. 25 NE
Foley, MN 56329
M-F, 8am-6pm • Sat, 8am-2pm
www.grandchampionmeats.com

Season’s Greetings
$29.99

Breakfast Sampler
$29.99

Merry Munchies Bag
$24.99

Snack Stick or 
Jerky Sampler

$24.99

Jingle All The way
$19.99

Santa’s Grand Sampler
$29.99

We have many options of gift packages to choose from.  Starting at just $14.
Please visit us in store to see the wide variety of packages available for you 

to choose from.
Or select your own items and we will help you create a custom gift box.

Gift Cards and shipping are also available. Advance orders are appreciated, 
but not required.

Quantities are limited to those on hand.  
Prices, Items and boxes subject to change based on availability.

Ask about out Meat & Cheese Platters!

Music aficionados 
should circle Monday, De-
cember 19 on the calendar, 
as Becker High School will 

be presenting a combined 
Holiday concert, with per-
formances from both the 
Band and Choir programs.

“We will start and end 
the concert with combined 
music and there will be re-
freshments served after the 
concert is over in the HS 
Commons sponsored by Dr. 
Eron Bordson and Clearwa-
ter Family Chiropractic,” 
BHS Band Director Craig 
Vogl says.  

The concert begins at 7 
p.m. and will be held in the 
Performing Arts Center.

Performing groups 

will include: Acapella 
group, ninth grade choir 
handbell choir, ninth grade 
band carol groups, Concert 

Choir, Concert 
Band, Bella Voce 
Choir,  Wind 
Ensemble and 

Chamber Choir.
In addition to the free 

concert, the music pro-
grams will be conducting a 
drive to benefit the Becker 
High School Food Shelf.

“Free will donations 
will be accepted and all 
proceeds will be donated 
to the Becker HS Food 
Shelf to help students  and 
families within the Becker 
school community,” Vogl 
added.

BHS Choral Director 
Gretchen Bordson said the 
students are excited about 
performing in front of 

what figures to be a robust 
crowd.  She is hoping many 
members of the community 
come to hear the incredible 
music.

“Please join us as our 
student  musicians can’t 
wait to share their love 
of music with all of you 
during this holiday season,” 
Bordson says.

Vogl reiterated that the 
entire community is invited 
to the program.

“You don’t need to 
have a student in the band or 
choir to attend this show,” 
Vogl reminded. “This con-
cert will be something that 
the entire community will 
enjoy, and all of the pro-
ceeds go to support local 
families who might need 
support during this season.”

BHS to host combined Holiday concert

By Mark Kolbinger, Contributing Writer
production@patriotnewsmn.com

The Sherburne County 
Board last week approved 
the 2023 Subordinate Fund-
ing Agreement with Met-

ropolitan Council for the 
Northstar Corridor Com-
muter Rail.

The county’s share 
in the agreement is 
$1,117,526, which will 
come from the county’s 
local option sales tax.

The approval took 
place after a discussion 
about the past, present 
and future operations of 
Northstar, which has been 
a controversial subject 
with many residents of the 
county.

Ed Petrie, Director of 
Finance for the Met Coun-
cil, and Tony Herbert, Di-
rector of Northstar, gave a 
presentation about opera-
tions, ridership and funding 
for 2022 and 2023.

Herbert said the rail is 
doing well “under the cir-
cumstances,” referring to 
the drop in ridership over 
the past few years due to 
COVID. He said the rail 
is currently running four 
trains a day (two each way) 
with 100% on-time perfor-
mance.

He said there hasn’t 
been much other activity, 
other than minor upgrades 
to some of the station plat-
forms, heating upgrades 
and adding informational 
signs.

Petrie got right down to 
the actual numbers that the 
commissioners were inter-
ested in. He said ridership 
in September of this year is 
350 per day (175 passen-
gers). That number is down 
88% from the historical 
forecast. Daily ridership in 
Sept. 2019 was 2,800 rides 
(1,400 passengers).

Petrie said the Met 
Council is using Federal 
Relief Funds to fill the gap 
and offset the decline in 
ridership revenue as well as 
maintenance and cleaning. 
He also said they continu-
ally monitor and compare 
ridership numbers, and are 
starting to see a slow in-
crease.

“Even though ridership 
is down, it’s up 55% from 
2021,” he said. “We’re see-
ing ridership slowly start to 

come back. The potential is 
out there.”

He said projections 
for 2023 reflect that trend. 

The year-end 
forecast for 2022 
is 76,000 rides. 
They are bud-

geting for 143,000 rides in 
2023, which includes an 
increase to eight trains per 
day on weekdays, no week-
ends, but includes special 
events service.

Commissioner Felix 
Schmiesing, who retires 
from the board at the end of 
the year, has been outspo-
ken about Northstar’s per-
formance over the years. 
He said he wanted to reflect 
on what the newly-elected 
county commissioners 
should consider when they 
take over in January.

“I’m leaving this board 
after 20 years. I promised to 
my constituents I was not in 
support nor denial of North-
star,” he said. “My promise 
was to review and make the 

best decision that I possibly 
could.”

He said when the con-
cept was first presented to 
the county, numerous con-
sultants were telling ev-
eryone what the ridership 
would be.

“We thought the poten-
tial was there. Then came 
along the housing crisis. 
We struggled the first year 
but we also had a baseball 

team that made it to the 
championship. That really 
helped us,” he said.

Schmiesing said over 
the years, the ridership 
numbers never reached the 
projections.

“I’m not willing to 
roll back time and say that 
COVID was responsible. 

Northstar was failing at 
least to live up to the ex-
pectation that had been 
established for us by the 
consultants,” he said. “We 
have fallen short. Even 
with this doubling of small 
numbers, we’re a long ways 
away.”

He said if he was pre-
sented with the numbers as 
they turned out today, he 
would never have voted for 

Northstar.
“I wanted the record to 

reflect that we did not get 
what we bought,” he said.

The issue now, he said, 
is what to do in the future. 
The county has lots to 
consider about Northstar, 
including millions in finan-
cial commitments. All the 
partners need to work on a 
solution.

“We have to come to-
gether and come to a reso-
lution. There’s work to do,” 
he said. “It’s not as simple 
as saying, ‘it was fun, we’re 
out.’”

Petrie agreed. He said 
there is currently a study 
taking place that will lay 
out impacts of all the op-
tions, including costs and 
other challenges. He said 
that study is expected to be 
completed in January.

MET COUNCIL FINANCE DI-
RECTOR ED PETRIE addresses the 
Sherburne County Board. (Sub-
mitted photo.)

County okays 2023 Northstar agreement

By Ken Francis, Contributing Writer
production@patriotnewsmn.com

ANNUAL NORTHSTAR RIDERSHIP shows a marked deterioration in rides per year since 2019. (Submit-
ted photo.)

Looking to advertise? Call 763.275.0275 today!

13350 1st St, Becker, MN • 763-261-4464
(Next to Becker Furniture World)

M-F 8am - 6pm  •  Sat 8am - 5pm  •  Sun 10am - 3pm

Great last minute 
gift ideas can still 

be found here!

Becker

CHRISTMAS EVE 8am to 2pm; 
CHRISTMAS DAY Closed; 

NEW YEARS EVE 8am to 2pm; 
NEW YEARS DAY Closed

Holiday Hours:

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!  Thank you for your patronage 
this past year, we look forward to serving you in 2023.
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Quality Building Supplies 
at Affordable Prices

Since 1975

BOOK YOUR ORDER!

Call for a FREE estimate
117th Ave., Milaca

(north end of Milaca off Central Ave)

BUILDING
$PECIAL$

320-983-6304 • 1-800-818-1846

LATCHAM-LIND LUMBER &
POST FRAME BUILDINGS

Bar

Tuesday Nights 6:30
$900 in 58 Numbers

Proceeds for St. Lawrence Church
10915 Duelm Rd NE, Foley

License #01080

11025 Duelm
Road NE,

Foley, MN

We have ETABS

Area News

(Formerly Clear Lake Amoco)

Ralphie’S

$2
Live Bait 
& Tackle!

New & 
Improved 

Deli!

Clear Lake Store Hours: 
M-F, 5am-9pm; Sat., 6am-8pm; 

Sun., 7am-8pm
Elk River Store Hours: 

M-F, 5am-9pm; Sat. & Sun., 6:30am-8pm

Check out minnoco on the go fuel 
saver + instant rewards program!
SAVE 4¢ per gallon with Minnco 
rewards every day!
SAVE 10¢ per gallon on Mondays!
• savings on all purchases
• special savings notifications
• fuel discounts
• exclusive offers

Under New Management!

THANK YOU
for your business in 2022...

We look forward to serving you 
in the New Year!

Merry Christmas!

off
Not valid with any other offers, 
specials or coupons. Exp. 1-30-23

ANY 20-LB. 
PROPANE TANK

$3 off
Not valid with any other offers, 
specials or coupons. Exp. 1-30-23

ANY 30-LB. 
PROPANE TANK

Ralphie’s 
Minnoco 

Clear Lake

Ralphie’s 
Minnoco 

Clear Lake

Annual 
Birdseed 

sale

 50#   BLACK SUNFLOWERS             $ 24.95
 20#   WILD FINCH                              $ 22.95
 40#   BASIC                                        $ 13.95
 40#   SUPREME                                 $ 17.95
 40#   ULTIMATE                                  $ 24.95
 40#   SONGBIRD                                 $ 23.95
 40#   CARDINAL                                  $ 27.95
 50#   #1 SUNFLOWER HEARTS        $ 59.00
 50#   #2 SUNFLOWER HEARTS        $ 37.00
 50#    MEDIUM HEARTS                    $ 66.00
 50#   FINE HEARTS                            $ 56.00
  50#   PEANUT PARTS                         $ 45.00
 50#   PEANUTS IN THE SHELL          $ 64.00
 50#   SAFFLOWER                              $ 51.00

 .99 SINGLE 
SUET CAKES 
25% OFF ALL 
BIRDFEEDERS 

IN STOCK
(While 

Supplies 
Last.)Monticello

763-295-4664
Elk River

763-441-7550

December 19-24

• Mon-Fri, 8am to 4pm • Sat, 8am to noon 
• Sun, CLOSED

The Palmer Twp. 
Board met Monday eve-
ning and examined several 
potential uses for their re-
maining American Rescue 
Plan Act (ARPA) funds.

Awarded at the height 
of the COVID-19 pan-
demic, the ARPA funds 
were Federal dollars that 
flowed to local units of 
government, who must ear-
mark the funds by the end 
of 2024.

The board reviewed 
several quotes for security 
upgrades at the Town Hall, 
including new locking 
mechanisms, before tabling 
the idea until next month.  
The board also approved 
approximately $7,700 for 
the basic remodel of the 
front entrance area in the 
Town Hall, which will 
include the installation 
of a service window and 
counter area to better serve 
the public.

Supervisor Richard 
Larson requested that some 
of the funds be pledged to 
crosswalks and flashing 
lights for the town, which 
is basically bisected by 
Co. Rd. 6. Larson felt that 
safety could be greatly 
enhanced by the flashing 
lights, similar to what are 
used in Duelm.

Chair Mike Ganz 
and Supervisor Steve De-
meules agreed with the 
concept, but noted that 
Co. Rd. 6 is governed by 
Sherburne County. Larson 
agreed to tackle the project 
and do the “arm-twisting” 
necessary to move forward 
with getting the costs and 
next steps outlined before 
the next board meeting.

Lake News
Demeules updated the 

board on several lake re-
lated issues, including the 
BLCA weed spraying no-
tices that were mailed out 
to anyone who participated 
last year.  For any new 
participants, they should 
check the BLCA website 
for the form. Most ev-
eryone reported excellent 
results a year ago and the 
same vendor is slated to 
provide the service.

Demeules also an-
nounced that the Healthy 
Lakes committee was 
looking for new members.  
The group meets the first 

Thursday of every month 
and more volunteers are 
needed.

He also provided the 
annual announcement that 
the channel between Rush 

and Briggs Lake 
is never fully 
safe due to thin 
ice - flowing 

water.
Additionally, the 

board discussed the ongo-
ing issue of trash and other 
waste left on the ice during 
the ice fishing season.

Mitch Wipper from the 
Briggs Lake General Store 
and Paul Braun from The 
Palmer House were both 
present at the meeting and 
reported that they will be 
putting up signs remind-
ing people to take care of 
their garbage in a respon-
sible manner. Dumpsters 
are located at the landings 
and should be used to keep 
trash off the ice.

The board is hoping 
for patrol from both the 
DNR and SCSO to help 
cite offenders who leave 
garbage or human waste 
on the ice.  All in atten-
dance felt that a little en-
forcement would go a long 
way in addressing the nasty 
human behaviors that leave 
the lakes littered with un-
wanted materials.

In Other Business, 
the Board:
• Approved the Assess-

ment Services Agreement 
with Sherburne County;

• Discussed the re-
newal of the lease for space 
between the Township and 
the SCSO;

• Heard an update on 
plans to cut the dead trees 
at Palmer Park;

• Reviewed a quote 
from Kraemer’s for the 
2023 Clean Up Day, with 
the costs being approxi-
mately half of last year’s 
vendor;

• Discussed snow-
plowing at Cedar Point and 
what can be done to get the 
road cleared;

• Heard from Sgt. 
Geoff Dowty about last 
month’s 91 calls for service 
from the SCSO, including 
35 traffic stops, one bur-
glary, one DUI and several 
fraud calls;

• Received the fire de-
partment report, outlining 
18 total calls for service, 
including eight in Palmer 
Twp.

Palmer Board 
considering ARPA 
expenditures

By Mark Kolbinger, Contributing Writer
production@patriotnewsmn.com

Ryan T. Good, a Becker 
High School graduate of 
2017, was recently selected 
to attend medical school at 
Kansas City University in 
Missouri.

Good, who earned a 
Bachelor’s Degree of Science 
in Biology and a Bachelor’s 
Degree of Arts in Chemistry 
at UMD, is in his first year 

of medical school at KU 
after completing his pre-med 
courses at the University of 
Minnesota-Duluth. He made 
the Dean’s list and was a res-
ident advisor while being rec-

ognized for 
his achieve-
ments in 
community 
i n v o l v e -

ment and volunteer services.
Good, 24, whose parents 

are Tom and Heather Good of 
Becker, graduated from BHS 
with highest honors and was 

part of the National Honor 
Society while attending 
school there. He played base-
ball and basketball and was 
part of the high school band.

“Ryan has always ex-
celled in academics and 
we are all very proud of his 
achievements,” his grand-
mother, Mary Jane Roering 
said.

RYAN T. GOOD, a Becker HS grad of 2017, is currently attending 
medical school in Missouri after completing pre-med course at UMD. 
(Submitted Photo).

Good attending medical school at KU

By Bill Morgan, Editor, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com 
(Information derived from Mary Jane Roering.)

(Editor’s Note: The fol-
lowing article was submitted 
to the Patriot by Kevin Coss, 
Xcel Energy Media Rela-
tions.)

Xcel Energy’s 2022 
United Way Giving Cam-
paign raised over $5 million 
to support nonprofits and 
community organizations.

Employees, contractors 
and retirees donated more 
than $2.65 million during 
the five-week campaign to 
support organizations of their 
choice. The Xcel Energy 
Foundation matched their 
contribution with gifts to local 
United Way chapters, am-
plifying the impact of these 
funds in supporting charita-
ble causes in communities the 
company serves.

“Everyone deserves the 
opportunity to lead healthy, 
fulfilling lives,” said Brett 
Carter, Xcel Energy’s exec-

utive vice president, group 
president–Utilities, and chief 
customer officer. 

Carter chaired the United 
Way Giving Campaign 

alongside Amanda 
Rome, executive 
vice president and 
chief legal and 

compliance officer. 
“The generous gifts from 

our employees, contractors 
and retirees will help ensure 
our communities receive 
shelter, food, job training, 
medical care and more.”

“We were excited to see 
$77,000 more in donations 
over last year’s giving cam-
paign,” added Rome. “Our 
workforce not only donated 
to nonprofits important to 
them, but they also connected 
with one another through fun 
and inspirational events, such 
as an online auction, worksite 
kickoff events and virtual cof-
fee chats.”

In Minnesota alone, con-
tributions from donors and the 
Foundation totaled $986,000, 

a 16% increase over the 2021 
campaign.

 “Even as their own costs 
of living rose, our employees 
made it a priority to step up 
and help out the communities 
they live and work in,” said 
Chris Clark, president, Xcel 
Energy-Minnesota. “Giving 
is an important part of who 
we are. It’s another way for 
us to remain connected to the 
people we serve.”

Over 1,800 nonprofits 
received funding that sup-
ported their work to benefit 
community members’ health 
and quality of life by provid-
ing shelter, food, job train-
ing, medical care and more 
to those in need. As part of 
the campaign, several Xcel 
Energy employees received 
Participation Prize Grants to 
make an additional donation 
to a nonprofit of their choice. 
Kara Gibson, an engineer in 
Minneapolis, selected Paws 
and Claws Humane Society 
to receive her $5,000 grant.

“Throughout the pan-

demic, it became apparent 
that most people needed a 
pick-me-up and a reason to 
smile,” said Gibson, who has 
donated to the campaign for 
more than 10 years. “What 
better way to achieve this than 
with an animal that provides 
nothing but unconditional 
love? Animals give humans 
so much — me included — 
so I felt that the least I could 
do was help an organization 
that assists them.”

 The annual United Way 
Giving Campaign is one ele-
ment of Xcel Energy’s year-
round commitment to giving 
back. Through the Xcel En-
ergy Foundation, the com-
pany supports programs and 
organizations that fall under 
its focus areas of STEM 
Career Pathways, Environ-
mental Sustainability, and 
Community Vitality.

Xcel Energy giving campaign raises 
over $5 million for communities

Submitted Article

Free Wine Sampling

26269 184th St. NW, 
Orrock Twp.

(corner of Co. Rd.’s 4&5)

SandDunesSpirits@outlook.com • www.facebook.com/sanddunesspirits/

with Christmas Extras!

Tues., Dec. 20 @ 6pm or 7:15pm

763-262-BEER(2337) 
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Classifieds

OAK PARK
CREAMERY

See us for all your feed 
needs. Hubbard, Heims, 
Purina & Oak Park brand 
feeds. Crystalyx tubs. We 
specialize in small orders 
of custom made feed. RR 
Corn $194.00/Bag. EN-
LIST E3 Soybeans $50.00/
Bag.

OAK PARK CREAMERY
16623 Ironwood Rd NE

Oak Park, MN
320-968-7864

Farm Supplies
AUTOMOBILES
DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHAR-
ITY. Receive maximum value of write 
off for your taxes. Running or not! All 
conditions accepted. Free pickup. Call 
for details. 855-752-6680 (mcn)

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK 
TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. 
Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, 
Free Towing, All Paperwork Taken 
Care Of. CALL 1-855-977-7030 
(mcn)

CASH FOR CARS! We buy all cars! 
Junk, high-end, totaled – it doesn’t 
matter! Get free towing and same day 
cash! NEWER MODELS too! Call 
1-877-978-2510. (mcn)

CABLE/INTERNET
BEST SATELLITE TV with 2 Year 
Price Guarantee! $59.99/mo with 190 
channels and 3 months free premium 
movie channels! Free next day instal-
lation! Call 855-824-1258. (mcn)

DirecTV Satellite TV Service Start-
ing at $74.99/month! Free Installa-
tion! 160+ channels available. Call 
Now to Get the Most Sports & Enter-
tainment on TV! 844-558-1767 (mcn)

DIRECTV Stream - Carries the 
Most Local MLB Games! CHOICE 
Package, $89.99/mo for 12 months. 
Stream on 20 devices in your home at 
once. HBO Max included for 3 mos 
(w/CHOICE Package or higher.) No 
annual contract, no hidden fees! Some 
restrictions apply. Call IVS 1-866-
387-0621. (mcn)

DISH Network. $64.99 for 190 
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet, 
$19.99/mo. (where available.) Switch 
& Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. 
FREE Voice Remote. FREE HD 
DVR. FREE Streaming on ALL De-
vices. Call today! 1-855-434-0020 
(mcn)

Get DIRECTV for $64.99/mo for 
12 months with CHOICE Pack-
age. Save an additional $120 over 1st 
year. First 3 months of HBO Max, 
Cinemax, Showtime, Starz and Epix 
included! Directv is #1 in Customer 
Satisfaction (JD Power & Assoc.) 
Some restrictions apply. Call 1-866-
296-1409. (mcn)

DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
Installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Promo Expires 1/21/23. 1-866-
590-6451. (mcn)

EDUCATION
TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDI-
CAL BILLING! Become a Medical 
Office Professional online at CTI! Get 
Trained, Certified & ready to work 
in months! Call 855-493-4066. (M-F 
8am-6pm ET). Computer with internet 
is required. (mcn)

FINANCIAL
The COVID crisis has cost us all 
something. Many have lost jobs and 
financial security. Have $10K In 
Debt? Credit Cards. Medical Bills. 
Car Loans. Call NATIONAL DEBT 
RELIEF! We can help! Get a FREE 
debt relief quote: Call 1-866-552-
0649. (mcn)

FOR SALE
ENJOY 100% guaranteed, deliv-
ered-to-the-door Omaha Steaks! 
Get 8 FREE Filet Mignon Burgers! 
Order The Butcher’s Deluxe package 
this holiday season- ONLY $99.99. 
Call 1-888-960-0730 and mention 
code 71941CKL or visit www.oma-
hasteaks.com/GiftGiving3327. (mcn)

Give a “Cheesy Gift” this holiday 
season! May we suggest our World 
Champion Artisan Cheeses. Made 
by Meister Cheese, Muscoda, Wis-
consin. Many flavors to choose from. 
Gift baskets as low as $30 including 
shipping! Place your orders by calling 
608-739-3134 x230 or order online 
at store.meistercheese.com. However 
you order -use code MFCP to save 
even more! (mcn)

HEALTH & MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May 
Be Covered by Medicare! Reclaim 
independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting bat-
tery of Inogen One. Free information 
kit! Call 844-716-2411. (mcn)

DENTAL INSURANCE from Phy-
sicians Mutual Insurance Company. 
Coverage for 350 plus procedures. 
Real dental insurance- NOT just a 
discount plan. Do not wait! Call now! 
Get your FREE Dental Information 
Kit with all the details! 1-855-973-
9175 www.dental50plus.com/https://
www.dental50plus.com/midwest 
#6258 (mcn)

Don’t let the stairs limit your mo-
bility! Discover the ideal solution for 
anyone who struggles on the stairs, is 
concerned about a fall or wants to re-
gain access to their entire home. Call 
AmeriGlide today! 1-877-916-2093. 
(mcn)

Attention Viagra users: Generic 100 
mg blue pills or generic 20 mg yellow 
pills. Get 45 plus 5 free $99 + S/H. 
Call Today 1-877-707-5659. (mcn)

MISCELLANEOUS
Safe Step. North Americas #1 
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive life-
time warranty. Top-of-the-line in-
stallation and service. Now featuring 
our FREE shower package and $1600 
Off for a limited time! Call today! 
Financing available. Call Safe Step 
1-844-290-5083. (mcn)

LONG DISTANCE MOVING: Call 
today for a FREE QUOTE from 
America’s Most Trusted Interstate 
Movers. Let us take the stress out of 
moving! Speak to a Relocation Spe-
cialist, call 877-327-0795. (mcn)

FREE AUTO INSURANCE 
QUOTES for uninsured and insured 
drivers. Let us show you how much 
you can save! Call 855-995-2382 
(mcn)

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. 
EASY, ONE DAY updates! We spe-
cialize in safe bathing. Grab bars, no 
slip flooring & seated showers. Call 
for a free in-home consultation: 855-
836-2250. (mcn)

NEED NEW FLOORING? Call 
Empire Today® to schedule a FREE 
in-home estimate on Carpeting & 
Flooring. Call Today! 844-785-0305 
(mcn)

Never clean your gutters again! 
Affordable, professionally installed 
gutter guards protect your gutters and 
home from debris and leaves forever! 
For a FREE Quote call: 877-761-1449 
(mcn)

The Generac PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery storage system. SAVE 
money, reduce your reliance on the 
grid, prepare for power outages and 
power your home. Full installation 
services available. $0 Down Financ-
ing Option. Request a FREE, no 
obligation, quote today. Call 1-877-
381-3059. (mcn)

Prepare for power outages today 
with a GENERAC home standby 
generator. $0 Money Down + Low 
Monthly Payment Options. Request a 
FREE Quote. Call now before the next 
power outage: 1-877-228-5789 (mcn)

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced de-
bris-blocking gutter protection. Sched-
ule a FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 
15% off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 1-855-577-
1268. Promo Code 285. (mcn)

Become a Published Author. We 
want to Read Your Book! Dorrance 
Publishing-Trusted by Authors Since 
1920. Book manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. Compre-
hensive Services: Consultation, Pro-
duction, Promotion and Distribution. 
Call for Your Free Author`s Guide 
1-877-516-0706 or visit dorranceinfo.
com/Midwest (mcn)

Wesley Financial Group, LLC 
Timeshare Cancellation Experts. 
Over $50,000,000 in timeshare debt 
and fees cancelled in 2019. Get free 
informational package and learn how 
to get rid of your timeshare! Free con-
sultations. Over 450 positive reviews. 
Call 877-326-1608. (mcn)

Trouble hearing your TV? Try TV 
EARS Voice Clarifying Wireless TV 
Speaker. Better than a soundbar and/or 
turning the TV volume way up. Spe-
cial, limited time $50 off offer. Call 
TV Ears. Use code MBSP50. Call 
1-844-455-0505. (mcn)

DIAGNOSED WITH LUNG CAN-
CER? You may qualify for a substan-
tial cash award - even with smoking 
history. NO obligation! We’ve recov-
ered millions. Let us help!! Call 24/7, 
1-888-490-8260. (mcn)

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in 
as little as ONE DAY! Affordable 
prices - No payments for 18 months! 
Lifetime warranty & professional in-
stalls. Senior & Military Discounts 
available. Call 1-866-585-7073. (mcn)

Switch and save up to $250/year on 
your talk, text and data. No contract 
and no hidden fees. Unlimited talk and 
text with flexible data plans. Premium 
nationwide coverage. 100% U.S. 
based customer service. Limited time 
offer! Get $50 off on any new account. 
Use code GIFT50. For more informa-
tion, call 1-888-909-7338. (mcn)

Caring for an aging loved one? 
Wondering about options like se-
nior-living communities and in-home 
care? Caring.com’s Family Advisors 
are here to help take the guesswork out 
of senior care for you and your fam-
ily. Call for your FREE, no-obligation 
consultation: 1-855-568-2947. (mcn)

FREE $20 Cash App Everyone! 
Yes, It’s Real. Very Limited supply 
until we run out! Go to Free20Now.
com. (mcn)

WANT TO BUY
PAYING TOP CA$H FOR MEN’S 
SPORT WATCHES! Rolex, Breit-
ling, Omega, Patek Philippe, Heuer, 
Daytona, GMT, Submariner, Speed-
master.. Call: 866-314-9742. (mcn)

TOP CA$H PAID FOR OLD GUI-
TARS! 1920-1980 Gibson, Martin, 
Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, 
Mosrite, Rickenbacker, Prairie State, 
D’Angelico, Stromberg. And Gibson 
Mandolins / Banjos. 866-470-1643. 
(mcn)

Minnesota Newspaper Association Classifieds

220 USED CARS to choose 
from. We also BUY used cars. 
Guaranteed Approval! Brandl 
Auto Connection, 559 Hwy 10, 
St. Cloud (next to the red barn 
Dairy Queen). 320-229-1900. 
Apply online at: 
www.BrandlAutoConnection.com
________________________

Used Cars

DESKTOPS AND LAPTOP 
REPAIR. On-site or drop off. 
Computer cleanup - upgrades. 
Big Lake, 763-263-7070.
________________________

Computers

MURPHY
CHEVROLET

New & Used Cars & Trucks
(320) 968-6239

www.murphychevrolet.com

Automotive
NOTICE: Outdoor Furnace, 
Parts and Supplies, High 
demand and limited avail-
ability. Plan and look ahead. 
Reserve now to have one 
for this summer or fall instal-
lation. We feature Central 
Boiler furnaces and products 
for complete installation. We 
have Financing available, 
26% Tax Credit available on 
some models. Reserve today  
Class-Act Outdoor Furnace 
763-972-6255                              
________________________

Outdoor Furnaces

NOW HIRING. SERVICE 
TECHS AND INSTALLERS.  
Great pay and benefits. Email 
resume to: aceheatingan-
dair@outlook.com or call 
763-389-2647 or apply online: 
aceheatingandair.com.
________________________

Help Wanted

HOUSE FOR RENT. Smaller 
2 BR home, no garage $1100/
mo plus utilities no pets. 411 
Highland Ave, Big Lake. 612-
219-3435.
________________________

House For Rent

Obituaries

To Place A 
Classified Ad

Call the
Patriot

763-275-0275

Elvin J. Gilyard was born 
in Princeton, MN to Ervin and 
Ellen (Gustafson) Gilyard. He 
died peacefully at the Centra-
Care Monticello Care 
Center, on Novem-
ber 29, 2022. 
Elvin requested 
no funeral 
service and 
burial will 
be at South 
Santiago Lu-
theran Ceme-
tery. 

E l v i n 
proudly served in 
the US Army from 
1955 to 1957.  He was 
stationed at Fort Bliss Army 
Base, in El Paso, TX. He en-
joyed sharing memories from 
his military era. He often 
talked about the twelve letters 
his father wrote to him, while 
he was in the service. These 
letters were his most prized 
possessions. He felt it was im-
portant to eat healthy, and stay 
away from food preservatives. 
He developed COVID-19 
twice in 2022.  

Elvin takes with him 
many historical facts and sto-
ries about days gone by in the 
Glendorado, Santiago, Becker, 
and Clear Lake areas, where 
he spent most of his life. His 
mother died when he was six 
years old, and his father raised 

five sons.  Elvin worked var-
ious jobs throughout his life, 
in Anoka, St. Cloud, Santiago, 
Becker, and Princeton. He 

was a hard worker. His 
coworkers spoke 

highly of him. 
Elvin had con-
nections with 
many people; 
his friends 
were l ike 
family to him. 

Elvin is 
survived by 

brothers Virgil, 
Lee and sister-in-

law Dorothy, and 
eleven nephews and 

nieces, Marcy (Rau), Ker-
mit, Carol, Nancy (Wagner), 
Dwight, Kristine (Kelly), 
John, Julie, Joel, Maxine 
(McClellan), and Tom. He 
was preceded in death by his 
parents, brothers John and 
Austen, nephew Alan Gilyard, 
and sister-in-laws Muriel and 
Joyce Gilyard.

A special thank you to 
the staff at the CentraCare 
Monticello Care Center, and 
CentraCare Hospice, for their 
compassionate care provided 
to Elvin. 

Serving the family is 
Peterson-Grimsmo Funeral 
Chapel of Monticello, MN. 

Elvin J. Gilyard, Age 90
Clear Lake, MN

April 19, 1932 – November 29, 2022

Mass of Christian Burial 
was held Thursday, December 
15, 2022, at St. Luke’s Catho-
lic Church in Clearwater. Rev. 
Dennis Backer will of-
ficiate, and burial 
will be in the par-
ish cemetery. 
Visitation will 
be 4-8 p.m. 
with a time 
of sharing 
at 7:00 PM 
W e d n e s d a y 
at Williams 
D i n g m a n n 
Family Funeral 
Home in Becker 
and one hour prior to 
the services Thursday at the 
church.

Joseph “Joe” D. Jansky, 
age 73, passed away sur-
rounded by family on De-
cember 9, 2022. He died after 
battling a long cancer illness. 
Despite his health issues, he 
always led a life of positivity 
and optimism. He fought hard 
to be with his family as long as 
he could.

On May 18, 1949, Joe 
was born to Gilbert and Irene 
(Watts) Jansky in St. Cloud. 
The fifth of ten children, he 
grew up in the river town of 
Clearwater. Joe was a volun-
teer fire fighter along side his 
brothers and his father, the fire 
chief. His mother and sisters 
aided the firefighters. Joe grad-
uated from Tech High School 
in 1967. He admirably served 
in the Marines. The majority 
of Joe’s work life was as a 
steam fitter welder at the Xcel 
Sherco Plant. He married his 
dedicated and devoted wife, 
Mary Lynn (Runck) on August 
7, 1971. They were blessed 
with 51 years of marriage and 
two girls, Jill and Shari, and 5 
grandchildren. In his younger 
years, Joe enjoyed playing 
baseball and softball. To ful-
fill his competitive streak, as 
he got older, he started play-
ing golf which became a true 

passion. His claim to fame was 
being the first golfer to sink a 
hole in one at the Pebble Creek 
Golf Course in Becker. He 

later got a second hole 
in one and a double 

eagle. Joe loved 
golfing, playing 
cards, fishing, 
hunting and 
traveling. He 
always knew 
how to draw 
a crowd with 
his realistic 

elephant call 
and loud whistle, 

a man of many tal-
ents.

Joe is preceded in death 
by his parents; sister, Janice 
Wicks; and in laws, Alvin 
& Alpha (Rongstad) Runck, 
Kenny & Joan (Runck) 
Schultz, Ron Wicks and David 
Dockendorf. He will be lov-
ingly missed by his wife, Mary 
Lynn; daughters, Jill (Paul) 
Anderson of Lino Lakes, MN 
and Shari (Ryan) Anderson of 
Hastings, MN; grandchildren, 
Brody, Reed, Raelyn, Isley 
and namesake Joey; broth-
ers and sisters, Jim (Sharon), 
Jerry (Barb), John (Bev), Tom 
(Barbe), Patty (Gene) Miller, 
Eugene (Jackie), Denny (Bev), 
and Mary Ann (Dockendorf); 
brother in law, Bob (Glenda) 
Runck; and several nieces, 
nephews and great nieces 
and nephews, including God-
children, Liana Henkel, Amy 
(Jansky) Buttweiler, Adam 
Dockendorf, Garrett Seeley 
and Stacey Heaton. 

A special thank you to all 
of Joe’s friends, coffee bud-
dies, neighbors and family that 
visited and helped our family 
as Joe fought his illness. Your 
kindness and generosity will 
never be forgotten.

Obituary, Guest Book, and 
Video Tribute available on-
line: www.williamsdingmann.
com

Joseph “Joe” D. Jansky, Age 73
Clear Lake, MN

May 18, 1949 – December 9, 2022

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 12/18/2022 Central

Call 1-855-942-1350 to order item 296X
or Visit HaleGroves.com/H3YF51

* Only $24.99 (reg. $37.99) plus $7.99 shipping and handling per pack to 
48 contiguous  states. Some restrictions may apply. Limit 5 boxes per customer.

IC:  H3YF51

Fruit Favorites Gift Box

SAVE $13!
Reg. Price $37.99

ONLY

$2499*

Special, limited-
time offer!

Citizens Alliance Bank seeks applicants for the following positions:
Cash Management Specialist - Clara City
Operations Lead - Clara City
Teller/Personal Banker - Echo
Credit Analyst/Loan Offi cer - Watertown
Insurance Agent - Montevideo
Loan Portfolio Offi cer - Clara City, Watertown
Compliance Manager - Clara City
VP Loan Offi cer - Clara City, Watertown, Sacred Heart
Loan Offi cer - Clara City

To view our job postings or Apply Online please visit:
citizensalliancebank.com/careers

Citizens Alliance Bank is an EEO Employer

WE’RE HIRING!

                                     Week of December 18, 2022             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

WANTED TO BUY MISCELLANEOUS

MISCELLANEOUS

EMPLOYMENT

Advertise here statewide in 230+ newspapers for 
only $279 per week! Call 800-279-2979

RURAL 
MINNESOTA COMMUNITY

weekly newspaper, the Kerkhoven 
Banner, seeks enterprising reporter. 
Salary and bene ts. Send resume and 
writing samples to kbanner@tds.net

GRADE 5 TEACHER 
Long Term Sub. New London-Spicer 
Schools. MN licensure required. See 
w w w. n l s . k 1 2 . m n . u s / e m p l o y m e n t
for more information.

ANNANDALE SCHOOLS 
is hiring a Night Shift Custo-
dian, excellent pay and ben-
e t package. Join our team! Visit 
www.isd876.org, human resources page.

DO YOU LOVE 
working with kids? Annandale 
Schools is hiring a special ed para-
professional. Join our team! Visit 
www.isd876.org, human resources page.

WANTED: 
ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES 

Running or not. Titled or not. Cash 
in exchange. Sell now while prices 
are high! Call Dan at 612/720-2142

FREE HIGH-SPEED INTERNET 
for those that qualify. Government 
program for recipients of select pro-
grams include Medicaid, SNAP, 
Housing Assistance, WIC, Veterans 
Pension, Survivor Benefits, Life-
line, Tribal. 15 GB internet ser-
vice. Bonus offer: Android tablet 
FREE with one-time $20 copay. Free 
shipping & handling. Call Max-
sip Telecom today! 866/433-5324

DONATE YOUR CAR 
truck or boat to Heritage For The 
Blind. Free 3-day vacation, tax 
deductible, free towing, all paper-
work taken care of 844/220-9501

DISH NETWORK
$64.99 for 190 Channels! Blazing fast 
internet, $19.99/mo. (where avail-
able.) Switch & get a FREE $100 Visa 
gift card. FREE voice remote. FREE 
HD DVR. FREE streaming on ALL 
devices. Call today! 855/562-4309 

ENJOY 100% GUARANTEED 
delivered-to-the-door Omaha Steaks! Get 
8 FREE Filet Mignon Burgers! Order The 
Butcher’s Deluxe package this holiday 
season- only $99.99. Call 855/402-7187 
and mention code 71941ALG or visit 
www.omahasteaks.com/GiftGiving3287

THE GENERAC PWRCELL 
a solar plus battery storage system. 
Save money, reduce your reliance on 
the grid, prepare for power outages 
and power your home. Full installa-
tion services available. $0 Down  nanc-
ing option. Request a free, no obliga-
tion quote today. Call 888/913-5895

WORLD CHAMPION
GIVE THE GIFT OF

ARTISAN CHEESES
Baskets starting at $30

store.meistercheese.com | 608-739-3134 ext. 230
ORDER TODAY & 

SAVE WITH CODE: MFCP

WISCONSIN
CCHEESE

** Shipping Included **

Butcher’s Deluxe Package
4 Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloins (5 oz.)
4 Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (5 oz.)
4 Boneless Pork Chops (6 oz.)
4 Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 oz.)
4 Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)
1 jar Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3.1 oz.)
8 FREE8 FREE PureGroundTM Filet Mignon Burgers (6 oz.)
71941CKL   separately $225.94
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE 

$9999

8 BURGERS FREE

ORDER NOW! 1.888.960.0730 Ask for 71941CKL

OmahaSteaks.com/GiftGiving3327
Savings shown over aggregated 
single item base price. Standard 

S&H applies. Exp. 12/31/22.
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STATE OF MINNESOTA
DISTRICT COURT

COUNTY OF SHERBURNE
TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

PROBATE DIVISION
Court File No.: 71-PR-22-172
In Re the Estate of 
Charlene Merna Kosloski, 
Decedent.

ORDER AND NOTICE 
OF HEARING ON PETITION 
FOR FORMAL ADJUDICA-
TION OF INTESTACY, DE-
TERMINATION OF HEIRS, 
AND APPOINTMENT OF 
PERSONAL REPRESENTA-
TIVE

It is Ordered and Notice is 
hereby given that on the 12th day 
of January, 2023 at 11:00 A.M., a 
hearing will be held in the above 
named Court at Sherburne, Min-
nesota, of the formal adjudica-
tion of intestacy, determination 
of heirs, and for the appointment 
of Tammy Leanne Wesely, 12832 
- 296th Avenue NW, Princeton, 
MN 55371, as personal represen-
tative of the estate of the above 
named decedent in unsupervised 
administration, and that any ob-
jections thereto must be filed with 
the Court. That if proper, and no 
objections are filed, said personal 
representative will be appointed to 
administer the estate, to collect all 
assets, pay all legal debts, claims, 
taxes and expenses, and sell real 
and personal property, and do all 
necessary acts for the estate. Upon 
completion of the administration, 
the representative shall file a final 
account for the allowance and 
shall distribute the estate to the 
persons thereunto entitled as or-
dered by the Court, and close the 
estate.

Notice is further given that 
ALL CREDITORS having claims 
against said estate are required to 
present the same to said personal 
representative or to the Clerk of 
the Court within four months 
after the date of this notice or said 
claims will be barred.
Dated: December 8, 2022 
/s/ Jordan Gregorich
Deputy Court Administrator
April A. Lindstrom (ID#0386599)
Attorney at Law
545 Highway 23 East, Suite 203
P.O. Box 2
Milaca, MN 56353
320-982-1144
(Published in the Patriot: 
12/17/22; 12/24/22).
___________________________

STATE OF MINNESOTA
DISTRICT COURT

COUNTY OF REDWOOD
FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
Court File Number: 64-JV-22-
110
Case Type: CHIPS - Perma-
nency
In the Matter of the Welfare of 
the Child of: 
Jontue Marie Braun, Mother 
(deceased) and Christopher 
Reed Braun, Father
ORDER FOR SERVICE BY 
PUBLICATION

FINDINGS 
The Court finds the following:
1.	 The Court has reviewed he 

Affidavit of Diligent Efforts 
to Locate Parent/Legal 
Custodian, which was file 
by Southwest Health and 
Human Services on Novem-
ber 21, 2022.

2.	 Southwest Health and 
Human Services has made 
diligent efforts to locate 
Christopher Reed Braun, 
who is a parent in this case.

ORDER
Based on the above findings, as 
well as the court record, the Court 
orders the following:
1.	 The Redwood County 

Court Administration shall 
serve the Permanency Peti-
tion-Termination of Paren-
tal Rights upon Christopher 
Reed Braun by publication 
in a qualified newspaper in 
Sherburne County pursuant 
to Rule 16.02, subd. 3, of the 
Rules of Juvenile Protection 
Procedure.

2.	 Service by publication is 
complete upon final publi-
cation of the Summons as 
specified in Juv. Prot. Rule 
53.02, subd. 3, regarding 
service of process in TPR 
and permanency proceed-
ings.

Dated December 7, 2022
BY THE COURT:
/s/ Patrick Rohland
Judge of District Court
(Published in the Patriot: 
12/17/22; 12/24/22; 12/31/22.)
___________________________

Public Notices
Announcements

 
Big Lake Senior Center

The Big Lake Senior 
Club meets Tues., 1-4pm, Big 
Lake City Hall, 160 Lake St. 
North. 

We would love to have 
you join us for card games, 
refreshments  & conversation. 
For More Information Call: 

(763) 309-1010 and/or  
(763) 207-8703

Becker Area Senior 
Center (BASC) 

Upcoming Events
BASC NOW AT BCC! ALL 

AREA SENIORS 
WELCOME.

SENIOR CENTER OPEN 
MON. - FRI. 5AM-5PM.  

COFFEE IS ON AT 5AM. 
COME DROP IN!

Tues., Dec. 20: 7am: Walk up 
Walk; 7:30am: Boosted Walk; 
9am: Cards & Conversation; 
11:30am: Birthay Potluck BCC 
Gym w/St. Cloud Fun Singers 
Holiday performance.
Wed., Dec. 21: 1pm: Activity 
Meeting.
Thurs., Dec. 22: 9am: Cards/
Conversation; 6:30-8pm: Dance 
w/Abe Maier-Christmas Party 
w/Dancing. 
Fri., Dec. 23: Have a joyous 
Christmas!
Becker Community Center: 
763-200-4271

Blood Pressure available 
whenever BASC is open  

Send activity/class 
opportunities to: 

basc.becker@gmail.com
Planning Mtg.:  
3rd Wed., 1pm; 

Next Board mtg.:  
Jan. 18, 3-5pm 

Masford Lake Notices

Pick up a copy 
of the PATRIOT at the 
following locations:
CLEARWATER: 

Coborn’s 
CLEAR LAKE

Ralphie’s Minnoco
PALMER:  

General Store
SANTIAGO: 
General Store 

BECKER: 
Bill’s Family Foods, 

PATRIOT office 
BIG LAKE: 

Coborn’s

SECOND NOTICE

Masford Lake in Clear 
Lake Township, T-33, M-34, 
R-29W, has a aeration device 
causing open water until ice 
is out.

Area affected are marked 
as of DNR requirements.

(Published in the Patriot: 
12/17/22).

Township Public 
Notices

NOTICE OF FILING FOR 
TOWN OFFICES 
TO BE ELECTED

BECKER TOWNSHIP
Notice is hereby given 

that a town election will 
be held in the Township of 
Becker, Sherburne County, 
Minnesota, on Tuesday, the 
14th day of March 2023.

The first day for filing 
affidavits of candidacy will 
be Tuesday, the 3rd day of 
January 2023 and the last day 
will be Tuesday, the 17th day 
of January, 2023, at 5:00 p.m.

Filings may be made 
with Clerk Lucinda Mess-
man at the Becker Township 
Hall, 12165 Hancock Street, 
Becker, MN during regular 
hours (Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Friday 8 am – 5 
pm) or call for appointment. 
Town hall will be open from 
1:00 to 5:00 P.M. on Tuesday, 
January 17, 2023 as required

The following terms will 
be expiring:

Supervisor, Seat #1 – for 
the term of three (3) years
Supervisor, Seat #2 – for 
the term of three (3) years

Filing fee is $2.00.
December 2, 2022
Lucinda Messman, Clerk
(Published in the Patriot: 
12/17/22; 12/24/22.)

CLEAR LAKE 
TOWNSHIP 

NOTICE OF FILING FOR 
TOWN OFFICES TO BE 

ELECTED
Notice is hereby given 

that a town election will be 
held in the Township of Clear 
Lake, Sherburne County, 
Minnesota, on Tuesday, the 
14th day of March 2023 to 
elect Supervisor A: for a 
3-year term.

Filings are to be made 
at the Clerk’s’ office at the 
Clear Lake Township Hall, 
7938 116th ST SE from Janu-
ary 3rd to January 17th, 2023 
during regular office hours:  
Thursdays 9:00 am to Noon 
or Tuesday January 17th from 
1:00 pm to 5:00 pm.   Fil-
ings may also be made with 
the Clerk, Nancy Betzler 
by making an appointment 
by calling the Town Hall at 
320-743-2472 or by emailing  
ClearLakeTwp@hotmail.com.  
The last date for a candidate 
to withdraw from the election 
is Thursday, January 19, 2023 
by 5:00 pm.  Filing Fee $2.00
Nancy Betzler, Clerk
Township of Clear Lake 
(Published in the Patriot: 
12/17/22.)

TOWNSHIP OF LYNDEN, 
STEARNS COUNTY, 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 
CANDIDATE FILING 

NOTICE
NOTICE IS HEREBY 

GIVEN to qualified voters of 
Lynden Township who wish 
to be candidates for office in 
Lynden Township, must file 
an Affidavit of Candidacy 
with the Township Clerk

Filing for town office 
will be held for a two week 
period beginning January 3, 
2023 and closing on January 
17, 2023 at 5:00 p.m. Affida-
vits of Candidacy are located 
on the web: https://www.sos.
state.mn.us/election-admin-
istration-campaigns/ or by 
contacting the clerk.

The Clerk’s office lo-
cated at the Lynden Town Hall 
21367 Co Rd 44 will be open 
from 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. on 
the last day of filing, January 
17, 2023. The Annual Elec-
tion will be held on March 14, 
2023.

One Supervisor / Three 
year term 
One Treasurer / Two year 
term

Jenny Schmidt
Lynden Township Clerk 
clerk@lyndentownship.net 
320-774-8507
(Published in the Patriot: 
12/17/22; 12/24/22.)

Probates

SummonsTownship Public 
Notices

FILING NOTICE FOR 
QUALIFIED VOTERS IN 
SANTIAGO TOWNSHIP

Notice is hereby given 
that a town election will be 
held in the Township of San-
tiago, Sherburne County, 
MN., on Tuesday, March 14, 
2023. 

Notice is hereby given to 
qualified voters of Santiago 
Township, Sherburne County, 
State of Minnesota, that filing 
for town office will be held for 
a two week period beginning, 
Tuesday, January 3, 2023.

Affidavits of Candidacy 
shall be filed by appointment 
with the town clerk, Kathy 
Woolard, Affidavits will be 
accepted from January 3, 
2023 through January 17, 
2023.  The Clerk’s Office will 
be open for filing January 17, 
2023 from 1:00 pm until 5:00 
pm.

There will be a $2.00 fil-
ing fee.

Offices to be filled at the 
Annual Election in March are 
as follows;

1 Supervisor for a three 
year term
1 Treasurer for a two year 
term

The clerk’s office, located 
at 16943 20th St., Santiago, 
MN. 55377, will be open Sat-
urday, March 11, 2023, from 
10 am- 12 pm, for the purpose 
of absentee voting.
Kathy Woolard, Clerk
Santiago Township
(Published in the Patriot: 
12/17/22; 12/24/22.)

 

Becker Legion, Lions, &
Beyond the Yellow Ribbon
Becker American Legion 

Auxiliary
Auxiliary has suspended 

their monthly meetings 
through Februay 2023. For in-
formation contact Paula Hinds 
at (763) 262-6679 or Nellie 
Simpson at Becker True Value. 

Becker American Legion 
Post 193

Second Tues. of every 
month at 7pm at Becker Le-
gion (old fire hall.)

Becker Lions Club
Second Mon. each month, 

6pm at Becker City Park. 
Emma Cook (763) 691-3852 
or beckerlions@gmail.com.

Becker Lions Collecting 
Items to Recycle

The Becker Lions 
are collecting used eye-
glasses (no cases please.)  
Collection buckets are  
located at the Becker Commu-
nity Center, Insight Eye Care 
and Becker City Hall.  Contact 
Lion Kurt Anderson at (763) 
234-6883 (phone or text) or by 
email at beckerlions@gmail.
com.

Becker Sons of the Ameri-
can Legion Squadron 193

Third Tues. of each 
month at 7 pm at Becker  
Legion (old fire hall). Com-
mander John Fischbach (320) 
249-0579.

Becker Beyond the Yellow 
Ribbon Meeting

6 pm the third Thurs. 
of the month, Becker City 
Hall. (320) 980-2752 or 
see the state website at  
www.beyondtheyellow ribbon.
org.

 

Becker Support Groups
Becker AA Meeting
Thurs., 8pm at Mary of 

the Visitation, 12100 Sher-
burne Ave, Becker. Call/
text (320) 247-4732 or email  
beckeraagroupmn@gmail.com

Compassion Connection
A 501(c)(3) com-

munity-based non-profit. 
We partner with local 
& private child welfare 
agencies. For more info:  
www.theccompassionconnec-
tionmn.com. 

Dementia Support Group
Fourth Wed. of each 

month at 10-11am, Room 
19 at Becker Community 
Center, 11500 Sherburne 
Ave. Tami Kolbinger at 
(612) 590-2449 or email  
tjkolbinger@ gmail.com.
Great River Faith in Action

If you are a senior, age 
60 & above, family caregiver 
or an individal in need of ser-
vices, Call (763) 263-4277 or 
www.grfia.org.

 

Becker Ministries
Becker Evangelical 

Ministries
Every Wed., 6-7:30pm 

at Becker Middle School. 
GYM 45 - growing young 
men. HIS KIDZ - K-3rd 
grade. G.I.R.L.S. GROUP - 
4th & 5th grade girls. Becker 
Free Church (763) 261-
4125 or register online at  
www.beckerfreechurch.org.

Snake River Free Mission 
Church 

Hymn sings are held 
every other month on the sec-
ond Sun. at 4:30pm. Check 
Snake River Church FaceBook 
page for updates.  Mary (612) 
219-8648. 

 

Becker Boy Scouts, Quilt 
Guild & SNWR

Becker Boy Scout Pack 92  
Cardboard, 

Paper & Aluminum
Bring your aluminum 

cans to the trailer located near 
Becker True Value. Paper & 
cardboard recycling location 
is at the Becker Community 
Center, please remember to 
flatten the cardboard & abso-
lutely no garbage on the first 
Sat. of every month. There will 
be a Scout there to help unload  
between 9am-12pm. 

Becker Hearts & Hands 
Quilt Guild

Second Mon. of month, 
7pm. Becker Baptist Church.  
Contact Elizabeth Steckel-
berg (320) 259-9542 or email: 
beckerlions@gmail.com.
Sherburne National Wildlife 

Refuge
The Refuge is open to 

vistors year-round during the 
daylight hours. The Refuge is 
located at 17076 293rd Ave,  
Zimmerman. Call (763) 389-
3323 or sherburne@fws.gov

 

Area Food Shelves
Becker Food Shelf 

Tues., 9-11am & Thurs. 
4-6pm. The food shelf is  lo-
cated 12060 Sherburne Ave. in 
City Hall. (763) 261-4612.

Big Lake Community 
Food Shelf 

Mon. & Thurs. 5:30-
7:30pm & Wed. 9-11am.  
“Freebie Friday”, 11:30am-
12:30pm.  “Pop-up Pantry”, 
11:30am-12:30pm every Tues. 
To volunteer call (763) 263-
2432 or www.blcfs.org.

Clearwater/Clear Lake 
Food Shelf

Mon. 5:30-7pm, Tues. 
9-11am & 6-8pm, Wed. 3-5pm 
& in the brown Lions Com-
munity Building beneath the 
water tower in Clearwater.

 

Big Lake  Legions, Lions & 
Beyond the Yellow Ribbon
Big Lake American Legion 

Post #147
First Thurs. of the month, 

7 pm. 29 S Lake Street, Big 
Lake 55309. Please contact 
Commander Paul Seefeld 
(612) 801-7731. 

The Big Lake American 
Legion Auxiliary 

First Tues. Mar.-Dec., 
6:30pm. in the Senior Citizen 
Center at Big Lake City Hall. 
Kathy at (763) 263-6093.

Big Lake Beyond the 
Yellow Ribbon

The Big Lake Beyond the 
Yellow Ribbon, 6:30pm, third 
Mon., of each month at 29 S 
Lake Street, Big Lake. www.
biglakebtyr.com.

The Big Lake Lions 
Looking for community 

minded people to join our  
organization. Contact any Lion 
member or send a note to P.O. 
Box 128, Big Lake, MN 55309 
or (763) 263-2218.

LC of Big Lake Lioness
If you are interested in 

learning more about the LC 
of Big Lake Lioness you can 
catch us on FB: www.face-
book.com/BigLakeMnLion-
essClub, or second Mon. of 
the month at the Lions Park 
on CR5. social starts 6:30pm, 
meeting 7pm. 

 

Big Lake  Support Groups
Big Lake OPEN 

AA Meetings
Mon., 7pm, Church 

of Mary of the Visitation  
Catholic Church, Big Lake. 
Contact: Rob, (763) 218-5328.

Big Lake Al-Anon
Mon., 7pm at Mary of the 

Visitation Catholic Church - 
Big Lake Annex. Laurie (763) 
218-5330.

Living with Parkinson’s 
Under The Age of 65
If you or anyone you 

know is 65 or under & have 
been diagnosed with Parkin-
son’s Disease, third Tues. of 
each month, 6pm at Saron 
Lutheran Church, 311 Lake 
Street So., Big Lake, MN 
55309.  Camille Johnson at  
(763) 350-7401.

 

Big Lake  Ministries, 
Ambassadors, Mops & 

Women of Today
Big  Lake Ambassador

“Empowering young 
ladies of Big Lake to be  
women of tomorrow through 
C o m m u n i t y  S e r v i c e .  
Email: biglakeambassadors@
gmail.com or biglakejunioram-
bassadors@gmail.com.

Big Lake / Becker Mops
Mother’s of preschoolers 

Group, second & fourth Wed. 
of the month (Sept.-May) 
at Becker Baptist Church, 
9-11:30am.

 Big Lake Day of Prayer
First Wed. of the month, 

7am for a prayer breakfast at 
Big Lake High School flag-
pole.
Big Lake Women of Today

Senior Activity Cen-
ter located in the Big Lake 
City Office Building, third 
Thurs. of the month, 7pm.  
Contact Natalie (612) 
518-3504, FaceBook or  
www.biglakewomenoftoday.
webs.com.

God’s Grub Community 
Meal

Second Sun. of every 
month, 4:30-6:30 pm. Saron  
Lutheran, Big Lake, 311 Lake 
Street South. 

Moms in Prayer
Meets weekly to pray for 

their children & the school 
they attend. Information: www.
momsinprayer.org or Colene 
Stenberg (763) 263-6809 or 
stenbergjc@outlook.com

Christmas Party
Sponsored by the 

Becker Area Senior Center
Celebrate with us
Dec. 22, 6:30-8pm

Abe Maier will call square dancing & 
music! Refreshments & snack will be 
provided - ALL ARE WELCOME!

FREE to all! Registration encouraged 
but not required. Register by calling the 

Becker Community Center
763-200-4271

Sherburne County 
Water Plan Advisory 

Public Notices

Sherburne County Water 
Plan Advisory Committee 

Meeting Notice
The Sherburne County 

Water Plan Advisory Commit-
tee will meet on Wednesday, 
December 28th at 5:30 p.m. at 
the Sherburne Soil and Water 
Conservation District office, 
425 Jackson Ave NW Elk 
River, MN 55330.
(Published in the Patriot: 
12/17/22.)

Deadlines
Notices &  

Legals
Wednesdays 

At Noon
Contact 
Kathy: 

763-275-0275 
or Email:
legals.kathy@

patriotnewsmn.com

Sheriff & 
Police 

Reports
are posted on 

our 
website: 

www.patriotnewsmn.com

www.patriotnewsmn.com
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Area News

Call Today! 763.275.0275

Keller Lake Commons in Big Lake, now an Assisted Living Community 
offering full apartments ranging from 644 to 956 square feet. Cable is included in rents 

for private pay and housing support (formerly known as GRH) renters. Accepting EW and 
CADI. For more information please contact Nicole Gilder, Housing Director at 

763-263-2363 or check us out online at www.kellerlakecommons.com

OAK PARKOAK PARK
CO-OP CREAMERYCO-OP CREAMERY

320.968.7864320.968.7864
16623 Ironwood RD NE, Oak Park, MN
Store hours: M-F 8to5 & Sat 8to12

HUBBARD, HEIMS & PURINA FEEDS Silage bags available

Your local Crystalyx Dealer

See us for wood 
pellets & other 
winter supplies!

Winter Rye Available for $16 a 56-lb. bag

ASAP Pumping Service

• Residential Septic Tank Pumping 
• Commercial septic Pumping
• Holding Tanks• Routine Maintenance
• Tank Compliance• Emergency Service

Call 
763 415-0319

Serving Becker, Big Lake, Elk River 
and Surrounding Area

Emergency 
Service!

Septic

Real Estate

• Waterfront• Waterfront
• Residential• Residential

• Acreage• Acreage
• Hobby Farms• Hobby Farms

Jim Splinter 
Realtor®

320-980-0560

Ron Sherwood 
Realtor®

763-442-5949

Rick Seagraves 
Realtor®

320-282-5656

Nancy Loidolt 
Realtor®

651-235-3709

Patrick Splinter
Realtor®

612-437-1383

Candice Lehn 
Realtor®

763-744-6124

Premier Listing Specialists for...Premier Listing Specialists for...

EDINA REALTY 
ANNANDALE

Located on Main Street, 
64 Oak Ave., S.

OUR GROUP IS READY TO SELL YOUR HOME OR PROPERTYOUR GROUP IS READY TO SELL YOUR HOME OR PROPERTY

Lisa Peterson 
Realtor®

320-282-5193

The smoothest sale for the most The smoothest sale for the most 
amount of money requires a tried amount of money requires a tried 

and proven marketing plan that is and proven marketing plan that is 
customized for each property.customized for each property.
Now is the time to give us a call Now is the time to give us a call 
to start strategizing the sale of to start strategizing the sale of 
your property after the holidays your property after the holidays 

and into 2023!and into 2023!

Merry Christmas from all of us!Merry Christmas from all of us!

Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year!

Kathy Nelson
612.219.864412390 Sherburne Ave., Becker

Thank you for your business!
Merry Christmas!

Lynne Crandall
320.420.7144

Heidi Eckerman
320.493.0828

Stacey Klaphoke 
320.493.0565

Mary McGowan
320.250.7402

Felicia Doyle
320.492.5033

www.lynnecrandall.net
www.premierhomesearch.com

Wishing 
everyone a very

MERRY 
CHRISTMAS

MarquetteHomeTeam.com

Not valid with other coupons, special offers or discounts.
Restrictions apply. Must present coupon. Exp. 1/15/2023.

DECEMBER SPECIAL
Annual Furnace Tune-Up

$48Reg. $199
Save Big and Keep Your Furnace 
Running Safely. Call Today to 
Schedule!

Furnace installation free estimate. 
Get professional advice and options

Christmas is a busy 
time with lots going on and 
the Clearwater area is no 
different. Christmas cheer 
has been in abundance as 
a number of organizations 
held their annual Christmas 
events recently.

Rejoice Lutheran 
Church started things out 
with their annual European 
Christmas Coffee and Bake 

Sale. Served by Sunday 
School children dressed in 
their holiday finest, guests 
were treated to Scandina-
vian and Christmas cookies, 
candies and hors d’oeuvres, 
as well as flavored coffees, 
teas and lemonade.

Attendees could also 
purchase a vari-
ety of handmade 
crafts and home-
made holiday 

goodies, including breads, 
lefse, rosettes, krumkake, 
cookies, and candies do-
nated by members of the 

congregation. Vendors 
were also in attendance 
this year as well, offering 
attendees even more gift 
options.

Later that day the 
Clearwater Legion Auxil-
iary held their Kids Christ-
mas party with Santa and 
local businesses took part 
in Toys for Tots.

The Clearwater Legion 
Riders continued the fes-
tivities the next day, as the 
Legion held their popular 
made to order breakfast and 
hosted Clearwater Christ-
mas Central, one of their 
annual fundraisers to help 
support veterans. The craft 
and vendor sale featured a 
large variety of gift ideas 
from local crafters and ven-

dors.
Last Saturday The 

Church of St. Luke’s was 
filled with fun and goodies 
during their annual Cookie 
Stroll and Craft Sale. Tables 
were lined with homemade 
holiday goodies galore, 
from gingerbread cookies 
to decadent candies.   

Along with all the 
goodies, guests could pur-
chase handmade crafts and 
gift items and relax with 
rolls and coffee. All items 
were donated by members 
of the congregation.

Although those events 
are over, there is still time 
to find special gifts for 
friends and family at Clear-
water’s local businesses.

CLEARWATER CHRISTMAS CENTRAL attendees look over a selec-
tion of brightly colored hats and scarves last Saturday. (Photo by 
Penny Leuthard.)

Clearwater organizations host 
holiday parties, goodies, and crafts

By Penny Leuthard, Contributing Writer
production@patriotnewsmn.com

 NOAH, PAIGE, AND JADYN enjoy their freshly decorated cook-
ies. They were at the Kids Christmas Party with their Aunt Sarah. 
(Photo by Penny Leuthard.)

SANTA VISITS PALMER. Gretchen and Sam Kelash and their little guy, Thilo, found a spot on Santa’s 
Nice List this year at Briggs Lake General Store in Palmer last weekend. (Submitted photo.)

HERE COMES SANTA CLAUS. 
Left: The Radeke family of 
Becker ventured out to B & J 
Evergreen near Clear Lake in 
search of their Christmas tree. 
Pictured: Steve, Michelle, Aiden 
and Quinn Radeke enjoyed 
family time and a visit with 
Mr. and Mrs. Claus at B & J Ev-
ergreen. Right: Carl the Camel 
cozied up to Santa (Daryl Mo-
eller). (Submitted photos.)

BASC BIRTHDAY POTLUCK, TUES., DEC. 20, 11:30 AT BCC. We are so hap-
py to welcome this group of 24 senior performers for the first time 
since COVID. Join us for lunch and watch the performers 12-1 p.m. 
(Submitted photo.)
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Proudly 
serving the 

communities of 
Becker, 

Big Lake, 
Clear Lake and 

Clearwater!
We appreciate 

your 
business and 
readership!

Be a Patriot Page 
Sponsor! Call 

763.275.0275 to 
secure your ad

PROUD SPONSOR
OF THE 

NEWSPAPER,
EVENTS, ACTIVITIES

AND BUSINESSES
IN OUR LOCAL

COMMUNITIES!

763-262-5850
tjpottertrucking.com

Grateful for our 
community newspaper 

and all the events 
covered in our 

surrounding areas!

612.298.3608
Sarawaytashek 

@edinarealty.com

Good Luck Athletes!

Area News

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Appreciative of our 
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Last weekend, the Big 
Lake Lionesses held their 
annual “Shopping with 
Santa” event at Lions Park. 

Shoppers purchased tick-
ets at the front door which 
could be exchanged for 
Christmas gifts for friends 
and family. Lionesses, with 
the help of the Big Lake 
Ambassadors, sold various 
items arranged on tables. 

The Lionesses said the 
event is a big hit with kids, 
as they can use the tickets 
to buy the perfect gifts for 

parents and grandparents. 
One Lioness noted how 
much fun it was to see the 
kids’ eyes light up when 

they spotted the 
perfect gift for 
someone they 
love. 

Of course, kids and 
families attending were 
also very excited to see 
Santa Claus, who always 
makes an appearance at the 
event. Santa posed for pic-
tures with the kiddos and 
asked what they wanted for 
Christmas. 

THE BIG LAKE AMBASSADORS gave a hand at the annual Big 
Lake Lionesses “Shopping with Santa” event. (Photo by Kath-
erine Cantin.)

BL Lionesses host “Shopping with Santa”

By Katherine Cantin, Staff Writer
reporter.katie@patriotnewsmn.com

LIONESSES DEE LESLIE (L) AND SANDY RENZ (R) greeted customers and sold tickets at the door. (Photo 
by Katherine Cantin.)

SANTA CLAUS was on hand to take 
pictures and ask kiddos what they 
wanted for Christmas. (Photo by Kath-
erine Cantin.)

BIG LAKE LIONESSES sold Christmas gifts last weekend at the 
annual “Shopping with Santa” event. (Photo by Katherine Cantin.)

Big Lake High School 
celebrated its annual Youth 
Apprenticeship Signing 
Day Tuesday in the Big 
Lake High School audito-
rium. 

Eleven BLHS students  
were introduced along with 
their business partners and 
parents. The Youth Ap-
prenticeship students and 
businesses they’ve paired 
up with are: Bailey Mue-
hlbauer - Agriculture at 
Iron Shoe Farms; Caleb 
Kvilhaug - Diesel Tech-
nician at GATR Truck 
Center; Natalie Ulven 
- Manufacturing at Lisi 
Medical Remmele; Bro-
den Johns - Manufacturing 
at Lisi Medical Remmele; 
Shelby Baufield - Animal 
Science at Big Lake Area 
Veterinary Hospital; Jaxyn 
Tschritter - Cabinetmak-
ing at McChesney Cabinets; 
Lilliana St. Jean - Early 
Childhood Education at 
Big Lake ECFE; Johna-
than Levreau - Agricul-
ture at Minnesota Native 
Landscapes; Levi Rengel 
- Agriculture at Minnesota 
Native Landscapes; Emily 
Lemire - Healthcare at St. 
Benedict’s Community; 
Westin Christian - Diesel 
Technician at New Look 
Contracting.

Big Lake High School 

is an award-winning Col-
lege and Career Readiness 
school. They strive to pro-
vide opportunities for all 
students to identify career 
interests and skills by pro-

viding connec-
tions to industry 
professionals and 
opportunities to 

experience career interests 

first hand. 
Big Lake Schools’ 

motto is Career by Choice, 
rather than a career by 
chance. With this motto in 
mind they have developed 
what they call the 3E model 

which is unique to Big Lake 
Schools.

EEE Model
The first “E” is Expo-

sure. The focus is to expose 
students to as many differ-
ent career opportunities as 
possible. 

The second “E” is 
Exploration. Students get 
a chance to dive deeper 
into career pathways, visit 
businesses around the 
community, tour area col-
leges as well as take part in 
hands-on experiences. 

The final “E” is the 
capstone, Experience. Stu-
dents learn the practical 
and theoretical aspects of 
a highly skilled occupa-
tion while working on the 
job, receiving high school 

credit, and earning a wage 
through employment as 
a Big Lake High School 
Youth Apprentice.

They recognize the 
commitment between stu-
dents and employers with 
this signing day event. A 
celebration for the stu-
dents who decided to in-
vest in their future, their 
parents for supporting them 
throughout their education, 
and the partnering busi-
nesses for investing in stu-
dents to address the needs 
of today’s workforce.

Through Youth Ap-
prenticeship, classrooms 
extend beyond the school 
walls. These students 
leave the building to attend 
REAL (Relevant Experi-

ence Apprenticeship Learn-
ing) class at their place of 
employment. The youth 
apprentice model is gov-
erned by an industry rec-
ognized checklist of tasks 
that YAs will learn through 
real world work experience. 
These are relevant, high 
tech, industry current career 
based learning experiences.

Big Lake High School 
is very proud to provide 
these experiences. They are 
proud of the partnerships 
that have been cultivated 
with business and industry. 
Most of all they are proud 
of these students that made 
this commitment to their 
future.

THE 11 BLHS STUDENTS who signed up for employment at area businesses posed for a group shot 
with the business owners after the Youth Apprenticeship program concluded Tuesday morning. The 
students included are Bailey Muehlbauer, Caleb Kvilhaug, Natalie Ulven, Broden Johns, Shelby Baufield, 
Jaxyn Tschritter, Lilliana St. Jean, Johnathan Levreau, Levi Rengel, Emily Lemire and Westin Christian. 
(Patriot Photo by Bill Morgan).

11 BLHS YA students sign on with area businesses

By Bill Morgan, Editor, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION/
WORK-BASED LEARNING COOR-
DINATOR WADE OLSON emceed 
the event and conducted all 
the introductions and recog-
nitions. (Patriot Photo by Bill 
Morgan).

(Editor’s Note: The fol-
lowing article was submit-
ted to the Patriot by Jade 
Pederson of the Sherburne 
National Wildlife Refuge.)

The Sherburne Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge’s 
Christmas Bird Count will 
be held on Tues., Dec. 20 
starting at 7:30 a.m. at the 
Oak Savanna Learning 
Center. 

A nation-wide activ-
ity organized by the Na-
tional Audubon Society, 
the Christmas Bird Count 
is held from Dec. 14 to 
Jan. 5 annually, with 10’s 
of thousands of volunteers 
participating in this citizen 
science project. 

This year marks the 
123rd year of the survey of 
winter bird species and par-
ticipation now ranges from 
Alaska to Antarctica. Sher-

burne’s Refuge 
volunteers will 
survey within a 
7.5-mile radius 

from the intersection of 
Sherburne Co. Rd. 9 and 
Co. Rd 5.

Although additional 
volunteers are not needed 
for this year’s count, the 
refuge could still use one’s 
help! If one lives within 15 
miles of the count area, it 
would be greatly appre-
ciated if one cleaned and 
filled one’s bird feeders at 
least three days before the 
count. Additionally, please 
be aware that vehicles may 
be driving slowly past one’s 

home with binoculars fixed 
on one’s property. Know 
that one shouldn’t be con-
cerned! The observers are 
only interested in the spe-
cies and numbers of birds 
on one’s property.

Reports from partic-
ipating groups all across 
the country are tallied by 
Audubon and other birding 
organizations, including 
the Minnesota Ornitholo-
gist’s Union. The final tally 
provides valuable informa-
tion on the number of bird 
species present during that 
23-day time frame. Nation-
ally, this data is used to 
track long-term trends in 
bird populations and dis-
tribution; both declines in 
populations and increases 
in species like bald eagles.

Local data for the Ref-

uge is used to track changes 
in the bird populations over 
time, and it can also be 
pooled with other areas to 
detect patterns over a larger 
area. The Minnesota Orni-
thologist’s Union maintains 
records for the Sherburne 
Refuge count dating back 
to 1966. 

Last year, the Refuge’s 
Christmas Bird Count ob-
served 42 species of birds 
including numerous com-
mon species such as black-
capped chickadee and snow 
bunting to less common 
species including spotted 
towhee and hoary redpoll. 
This important count would 
not be possible without a 
dedicated group of refuge 
volunteers!

Sherburne National 
Wildlife Refuge is managed 

by the U.S. Fish & Wildlife 
Service, and is located near 
the cities of Princeton, Zim-
merman, and St. Cloud, in 
central Minnesota.

The mission of the U.S. 
Fish & Wildlife Service is 
working with others to con-
serve, protect and enhance 
fish, wildlife, plants and 
their habitats for the con-
tinuing benefit of the Amer-
ican people. They are both 
a leader and trusted partner 
in fish and wildlife con-
servation, known for their 
scientific excellence, stew-
ardship of lands and natural 
resources, dedicated profes-
sionals and commitment to 
public service. 

For more information 
on the work and the people 
who make it happen, visit 
www.fws.gov. 

SNWR Christmas Bird Count upcoming

Submitted Article
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Store Hours:
Mon-Fri - 10 am to 6 pm
Sat - 10 am to 4 pm, Sun closed

• New & Off-lease PCs and laptops
• On-site tech support (business or home)
• Computer & laptop repair (PC & Mac)
• Data Recovery
• Upgrades & Virus Removal
• Computer Tune-ups

Sales • Service • Support

320.654.9703
We Create Solutions!

2946 West Division Stree • Behind

Give the Gift of Laughter!

A Don’t Hug Me
Christmas Carol

A Hilarious Minnesota Spoof of 
Charles Dickens’ A Christmas Carol

Best Musical!
-ReviewPlays.com

“Hysterical!”
- KCLA

Paramount Center 
for the Arts
St. Cloud, MN

320-259-5463
 Tickets

DontHugMe.com
Dec 28
& 29

TRUEMAN WELTERS
1600 HWY 55 E
BUFFALO, MN 55313
763-682-2200

TRUEMAN WELTERS
1600 HWY 55 E
BUFFALO, MN 55313
763-682-2200

(Editor’s Note: The fol-
lowing article was submitted 
by Sherburne National Wild-
life Refuge.)

Adopt-a-Road partici-
pants volunteer for Sherburne 
National Wildlife Refuge and 
work hard to clean roadsides 
that border and bisect refuge 
land. This fall, during the 
months of September, Octo-
ber and November, 25 indi-
viduals volunteered their time 
and cleaned approximately 
24 miles of refuge roads!

Sherburne Refuge would 
like to recognize all of the 
Adopt-a-Road volunteers for 
their commitment, hard work 
and willingness to help keep 
the refuge pristine.

The refuge would like 
to thank Ace Solid Waste 
for donating a dumpster for 
this effort! Throughout these 
three months, roadside litter 
filled an eight-yard dumpster. 
In total, over 50 bags of trash 
were collected, not including 
the larger items that can’t fit 
in a bag. Plastic bottles and 
aluminum cans were the most 
common trash item along 
with vehicle tires.

The Adopt-a-Road pro-
gram is vital to the mainte-
nance of the refuge, making it 
a better place for wildlife and 
people alike. Adopt-a-Road 
is not only a clean-up opera-
tion; it works to educate both 
our visitors and volunteers 
about the responsibility of 
land stewardship. Each time 
a volunteer is spotted walk-
ing down a roadside, it’s a 
reminder of the community’s 
shared responsibility to care 

SNWR 
Thanks 

Dedicated 
Adopt-a-

Road 
Volunteers

for the land and the effort that is required to preserve the refuge. 
The fact that Adopt-a-Road volunteers not only share this sense 
of responsibility, but take action to make it better, is what makes 
them so special, valued and appreciated.

Interested in adopting a section of road, either as an in-
dividual or an organization? Reach out to Jade Pederson at 
Jade_Pederson@fws.gov to be added to the contact list for next 
spring and/or fall.

Submitted article
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Merry Christmas Greetings!

Holiday Hours:
Dec. 24 – Until 12pm
Dec. 25 – Closed
Jan. 1 – Closed

Online, Telephone & 
Mobile Banking

Open 24/7

Annandale 320-274-8216 • Clearwater 320-558-2271
www.lakecentralbank.com

Holiday Greetings & Best Wishes
In The New Year!

Banking • Insurance • Investments

LakeCentraL
BANKING • INSURANCE • INVESTMENTS

Hwy 24, Clear Lake, MN • www.mcdonaldsmeats.com • (320) 743-2311

Merry Christmas!

16623 Ironwood Rd. NE Oak Park, MN 56357

MERRY
CHRISTMAS

Thank you for your business, 
we look forward to seeing you in 2023

Oak Park Co-op Creamery
from all of us at

OOAAKK  PPAARRKK
Co-op Creamery 320.968.7864  

2022

320-743-2479 • dahlensheetmetal@frontier.com
Clear Lake, MN

www.dahlensheetmetal.com

Merry Christmas!

Locally owned/operated by Jeremy & Janice Dahlen
OVER 30 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE!

Hiring in our Clearwater & Frazee Terminals!

Follow us on Facebook 
to see the difference!

Call Tamara (recruiter) 
612-850-3045

We’ll make the  transition stress-free

www.daggetttruck.com • 730 Clearwater Center, Clearwater

Merry Christmas!

763.267.7141 763.276.1530
www.sacredleafmn.com • facebook@sacredleafminn • sacredleafmn@yahoo.com

CBD

Minnesota

Happy Holidays!

20% 
off
with 

coupon

Downtown Elk River / Albertville Crossing

225 West Broadway, Monticello
763.295.6140

www.preferredtitle.biz

Happy Holidays 
    from all of us to you!

290 Eagle Lake Road N.,
Big Lake • 763-263-3262
www.corneroaksdental.com

of the
Holidays be yours.

May the

&
Dr. Reed Dill &
Dr. Peter Kuefler

763-241-7900
AUTO • HOME • HEALTH • BUSINESS • WORK 

COMP • BONDS • COMMERCIAL
www.northcentralinsurance.com

Merry Christmas!

Christmas Church Services

763-447-3339
www.maryofthevisitation.org

Christmas Eve Masses
4:00 p.m. -  Becker
7:30 p.m. - Big Lake
Midnight - Big Lake

Christmas Day Mass
9:00 a.m. - Becker

Church of Mary of the Visitation
A Catholic Faith Community

Big Lake
440 Lake St. N

Becker 
12100 Sherburne

Ave. 

763-261-5751 • 11755 Sherburne Ave., Becker• www.faithlutheran-becker.org

Faith Lutheran Church of Becker
“All are welcome - No exceptions”

Christmas 
Eve Service

Candlelight Service with 
Holy Communion 

4pm  

Candlelight Christmas 
Eve Service 4 p.m

8464 160th St., Clearwater, MN 55320 • 320-558-2750
tcachurch@frontiernet.net • www.tcachurch.com

Christmas Day Sharing 
& Celebration Service 

@ 10:30am

Dec 24� | 4 pm | Becker Bap�st Church

Hundreds of Candles 
Glowing along with Songs 

& The Christmas Story

Christmas Eve: 4pm Mass, 9pm Mass
Christmas Day Mass: 8am Mass, 10am Mass

Feast of Mary, Mother of God Holy Day: 
Dec. 31st, 5pm; Jan. 1st, 8am Mass, 10am Mass

1155 County Road 75, Clearwater • 320-558-6851

Saturday, Dec. 24 Christmas Eve
4pm Service of Carols & Candlelight with Holy Communion
Rejoice is CLOSED Sun., Dec. 25 thru Jan. 1, 2023

Join us for our Christmas Service

rejoicelutheranchurch.org
email: rejoice@rejoicelutheranchurch.org

Rejoice 
Lutheran Church

1pm, 3pm, 4:30pm & 8pm

South  Santiago  Lutheran  Church - 14675-37th  Street  Clear Lake

SOUTH SANTIAGO LUTHERAN CHURCH

Christmas Eve 
Worship

(Editor’s Note: The 
following article was sub-
mitted to the Patriot by 
Keri Bösl, Marketing & 
Public Relations Manager 
of Catholic Charities of the 
Diocese of St. Cloud.) 

Catholic Charities 
Emergency Services, in 
conjunction with the Val-
halla Detachment of the 

Department of Minnesota 
Marine Corps League, an-
nually sponsors the U.S. 
Marine Corps Reserve 
Toys for Tots program for 
children in the St. Cloud 
area who would not receive 

a gift without this program.
Deliver new, un-

wrapped toys to any of the 
Toys for Tots Marine drop 
boxes located throughout 
the community as early as 
possible, as client distribu-
tion begins Dec. 13. Emer-
gency Services prefers to 
have toys placed in these 
drop boxes. 

Emergency Services is 
accepting toy donations on 
Mondays from 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m., Wednesdays from 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Fri-
days from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
at the loading area of 157 
Roosevelt Road, Suite 100, 
St. Cloud, Door D (back of 
building). Do not leave do-
nations outside the doors, 
as they must be collected 
by Catholic Charities staff.

The 2022 holiday sea-
son marks the 75th anniver-
sary of the Marine Corps 
Reserve Toys for Tots pro-
gram. 

Online registration for 
the St. Cloud Area Toys 
for Tots program contin-
ues through Fri., Dec. 2. 

For more information about 
registering, drop-off loca-
tions and donating to St. 
Cloud Area Toys for Tots, 
visit ccstcloud.org/toysfor-
tots.

About the Marine 
Corps Reserve Toys 
for Tots Program 
Toys for Tots, a 75-year 

national charitable program 
run by the U.S. 
Marine Corps 
Reserve, provides 
happiness and 
hope to less for-

tunate children during each 
Christmas holiday season. 
The toys, books and other 
gifts collected and distrib-
uted by Marines and vol-
unteers offer these children 
recognition, confidence 

and a positive memory for 
a lifetime. We believe it is 
such experiences that help 
disadvantaged children be-
come responsible citizens 
and caring members of 
their community. For more 
information, visit toysfor-
tots.org.

About Catholic 
Charities Emergency 
Services
Catholic Charities 

Emergency Services, a pro-
gram of Catholic Charities 
of the Diocese of St. Cloud, 
works to provide food, basic 
everyday essentials and fi-
nancial assistance to those 
in need in our community.

About Catholic 
Charities of the 
Diocese of St. Cloud
The mission of Catho-

lic Charities is to serve and 
enhance human dignity for 
people of all faiths and be-
liefs. Catholic Charities is 
an equal opportunity em-
ployer. Learn more at ccst-
cloud.org.

Catholic Charities, U.S. 
Marine Corps reserves 
sponsor St. Cloud Area 
Toys For Tots

Submitted Article

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, JESUS. Snake River Free Church youth are pic-
tured during their Christmas musical production Sunday, December 
11th. Pictured in front: Charge Schmidt. Second row: Abby and Anna 
Person, Savannah Schulte, Alison Pramann, Clayton Hurd, James 
Erickson, Levi Schultz, Caden Hoeft, Carter Kirk, Austin Hoeft. Back 
row: Charlotte Gallagher and Connor Kirk. (Photo by Mary Nehring.)
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Merry Christmas Greetings!
Merry 
Christmas!

We look forward to 
serving you in the 

new year!

11025 Duelm Road NE, Foley, MN 56329 • 320.968.9995 505 N. Walnut St., Clearwater, MN

Merry Christmas!

105 Pine Street, Clearwater
(320) 558-6390
Hours: TUES-Fri 8am-5pm, 

Sat 8am-Noon

T & R Meat Processing, LLC

May Blessings
   Shine Upon You!

WE’RE THANKFUL FOR YOUR BUSINESS

Clear Lake, MN • 320.743.2000

Merry 
Christmas & 
Happy New 

Year!
We thank you for your loyalty 

to the Local Area Businesses this 

Holiday Season, & look forward to 

serving you in 2023.

https://facebook.com/ClearValleyBusinessConnections/
220 4th Ave N, Foley, MN 56353

centralmnartsboard.org | 1-866-825-1471 | 320-968-4290

Seasons 
Greetings

Sending You

We have sand, gravel, fieldstone,
washed rock & granite products

THANKS FOR YOUR BUSINESS IN 2022!
CHEERS TO A HAPPY NEW YEAR! Merry Christmas Merry Christmas 

& Happy New Year!& Happy New Year!

24/7 Emergency Service
Fire Damage - Water Damage - Storm Damage

320-743-3440 • Clear Lake, MN 55319
www.royalrenovations.net

We look forward to serving you in the new year!
Ask for

Happy Holidays from all of us at St. Cloud Orthopedics! 
We are grateful to continue serving our community with 
the BEST orthopedic care that lets you do more of what 
brings you joy—both big and small.

320-259-4100 
StCloudOrthopedics.com
South St. Cloud & Sartell

#LiveBetter

Holidays
Happy

The Becker Bulldog 
wrestling team started right 
where they left off last sea-
son, scoring a dominant 

win in their season opener, 
49-16, over Mississippi 8 
foe Princeton.

Bennett Kujawa set 
the tone in the 106 pound 
match with a first period 
fall, while eighth grader 
Tyler Hall scored a second 
period fall at 120. Nolan 
Jurek followed with a pin 
just seven seconds before 
the end of the first period at 
126 to give Becker a com-
manding 18-3 lead.

Kaden Nicolas pushed 

the lead to 24-3 after his fall 
at 3:21 of the 132 pound 
match.

A pair of decision wins 
(8-2 for Drew 
May at 145 and 
5-2 for Adam 
Jurek at 160) set 

the score at 30-10 in favor 
of the Bulldogs before the 
team went 4-0 in the four 
matches to seal the win.

Winners included 
Owen Angell (9-6 decision 
at 170), Tyson Ricker (fall 
5:32 at 182), Dylan Weber 
(Maj. Decision 17-5 at 195) 
and Dylan Kolby (default at 
220).

Paul Bunyan
Last Friday and Sat-

urday, the team partici-
pated in the Brainerd Paul 

Bunyan Individual Tourna-
ment and came away with 
enough points for a second 
place finish as a team.

Bemidji ended the 
tournament with 212 team 
points, followed closely by 
the Bulldogs at 210.5.

The tournament is 
wrestled in individual 
brackets and the Bulldogs 
came away with three 
weight class champions: 
Landen Kujawa (138), 
Tyson Ricker (182) and 
Dylan Kolby (220).

Kujawa amassed a tech 
fall, fall and two major de-
cisions en route to his title, 
while Ricker used a major 
decision and two decisions 
to win his.

Kolby wrestled ex-

tremely well in winning the 
220 class, opening with a 
decision, followed by two 
falls to get to the finals, 
where he won by major de-
cision.

Other place finishers 
for the Bulldogs included: 
Boston Kuschel (second at 
106), Bennet Kujawa (fifth 
at 106), Blayne Kuschel 
fourth at 113), Tyler Hall 
(fifth at 120), Kaden Nico-
las (third at 132), Drew 
May (fifth at 145), Ethan 
Duncombe (second at 152), 
Adam Jurek (third at 160), 
Owen Angell (fourth at 
170), and Dylan Weber 
(fifth at 195).

Bulldog matmen pin 
Princeton in opener

By Mark Kolbinger, Contributing Writer
production@patriotnewsmn.com

The Becker Bulldog 
fall sports season wrapped 
up with Lauren Woelfel 
diving at the MSHSL state 

meet at the U of MN the 
week before Thanksgiving.

According to Coach 
Tina Tamm, the Pre-
liminary and Semifinal 
rounds were completed on 
Wednesday, Nov 16th.  

“Lauren needed to fin-
ish in the top 16 in order 

to move on to the finals 
round on Friday,” Tamm 
said.   “After the Prelim 
round she was in 16th place 

which moved her 
into the semi final 
round.”

From there, 
Woelfel then completed her 
next three dives and moved 
up to 15th place, securing 
her spot in the finals where 
she would complete her 
dive list by doing her final 
three dives.  

“Lauren’s first dive in 
the finals round received 

the highest points given for 
any dive during the state 
competition which moved 
her up to sixth place,” re-
ported Tamm. “She fin-
ished her last two dives and 
finished in 10th place (just 
seven points shy of a po-
dium appearance).”

Tamm congratulated 
Woelfel for a “great finish 
to a great season.”

Woelfel competes at State Diving

By Mark Kolbinger, Contributing Writer
production@patriotnewsmn.com

LAUREN WOELFEL. (Submit-
ted Photo).

(Editor’s Note: The 
following article was sub-
mitted to the Patriot by 
Breanne Fruth, Communi-
cations and Development 
Coordinatorwith GRRL.)

 Cozy up with a good 
book and challenge oneself 
to read more this season 
with the Winter Reading 
Program!

 “Read for a Better 
World,” the 2023 Winter 
Reading Program begins 
Mon., Jan. 2, 2023, and 
runs through Tues., Feb. 
28.

 The program pro-
vides fun incentives for 
readers to settle into cozy 
winter reading habits. 
It is designed primarily 
for teens and adults and 
is open to anyone in the 
sixth grade or older. 

Each of the 32 branch 
libraries in the GRRL sys-
tem will have prize draw-
ings for participants. All 
book lovers need to do is 
register for the program at 
a branch library, online at 
griver.beanstack.org, or 
on the Beanstack Tracker 
app.

 Readers can log their 
winter reading either using 
a log from their library or 
our tracker app, Beanstack. 
By downloading and using 
the app, readers can keep 
track of their reading, get 
book recommendations, 
and earn online badges to 
help make reading a habit. 
Count each day one spends 
reading, so any amount of 
daily reading will make 
participants eligible for 
online badges and prizes. 

Branches will have draw-
ings for special “Read for a 
Better World” mugs at the 
end of the program.

 The library’s first 
Winter Reading Program 

took place in 
2004, and par-
ticipation has 
increased every 

year since. Many of the 
region’s libraries now 
schedule special events to 
support the program and 
encourage winter reading. 
Visit events.griver.org to 
see the full events calendar.

Great River Regional 
Library (GRRL) provides 
library services at 32 pub-

lic libraries and one to-go 
system in Benton, Morri-
son, Sherburne, Stearns, 
Todd and Wright Coun-
ties. GRRL2GO is a locker 
system that allows one to 
pick up items at the Sartell 
Community Center. GRRL 
supplies the residents of 
Central Minnesota with 
nearly one million books, 
CDs and DVDs, 250 public 
computers, and information 
services.

Library winter 
reading program 
begins January 2

Submitted Article

(Editor’s Note: The 
following information was 
derived from the Wright 
County website.)

Go visit the largest in-
door decorated tree display 
in Minnesota!  

The Wright County 
Historical Society’s 16th 
Festival of Trees – “Gin-
gerbread!” – is bigger and 
better than ever and runs 
through Sat., Jan. 7, 2023. 

Located in the Wright 
County Heritage Center 
(2001 Hwy. 25 N, Buf-
falo, MN), the Festival of 
Trees is a gift to the com-
munity – an indoor winter 
wonderland for all to enjoy. 
Visitors can vote for their 
favorite trees, engage in 

family-friendly activities, 
write Santa (he always 
writes back!), make a hol-
iday photo memory, and 

browse in the 
newly expanded 
holiday gift shop. 

Each year 
WCHS highlights 

a different tree decorating 
“battle” and this year’s 
category is Wright County 
History Groups. Hours are 
8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Tuesday 
through Friday and 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. Saturday. WCHS 
is closed Sundays and Mon-
days.

Admission to the gal-
leries, library, and Festival 
of Trees is free, though free-
will gifts are greatly appre-
ciated and used specifically 
to enhance next year’s dis-
play, as well as continuing 
to provide free program-
ming for the community. 

For more information visit 
www.wrighthistory.org, 
Facebook, Instagram, or 
contact Sally Stevens, 

WCHS Business Manager, 
at 763-682-7323.

Festival of Trees open at Wright 
County Historical Society

Submitted Article
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Store Hours 

Mon—Sat 8:00—6:00 

Sunday 9:00—5:00 

BATTERY POWERED PRODUCTS 

Holiday Hours: 
Christmas Eve 8 a.m. - 4 pm. 
Closed Christmas Day

Purchase a paver to honor a 
veteran placed at the historic 
landmark  Freedom Rock®

Lakeside Park – Big Lake
Receive a beautiful certificate 
of recognition
Call Karen Blake, 763 234-0369, 
blakk0178@gmail.com

�
�

Looking for a unique 
Christmas present idea?

�

DREW A BLAKEU. S. NAVY1977-1981

�
� �

WARM WISHES & GOOD CHEER! 
May the season be filled with Dreams come true! 

Amy Chmielewski Agency, Inc. 
136121st St Ste 1 
Becker, MN 55308 
(763) 261-5959 
amychm.com 

AMERICAN FAMILY 
NI •.;.-11■-f·I 'Iii◄.
lnsurecarefully,dreamfearlessty. 

..a'" � 
AAmmeerriiccaann  FFaammiillyy  MMuuttuuaall  IInnssuurraannccee  CCoommppaannyy,,  S.II.    

66000000  AAmmeerriicacann  PPaarkwrkwaayy,,  MMaaddiissaann,,  WWII  5533778833  :, aJ 
American Family Insurance Company, S.I.

6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783
CA-008897 12/20

Monticello VFW
uss dorchester post 8731

Breakfast Every Day

713 S Cedar St, Monticello (corner of 94 & Hwy 25)
763-295-3792 • Open daily 8am - 2am

Happy Hour & Pull Tabs

MEAT RAFFLES  SAT. & SUN. At 3pm
Horse Races @ 5pm every Tuesday

Bingo Tuesday Nights at 6:45PM
Paddle Wheel on 2nd & 4th Fridays 

of the month

Gambling Lic. #00357

Mon. thru Sat., 8am - 11am  • Sun., 8am to noon

closing Christmas Eve at 5pm. We will 
re-open Monday, Dec. 26 at 8am

Merry Christmas!

Bring in this ad for $1.00 OFF any drink 
Exp. 01/01/23

“Wishing you and your family 
peace, health and happiness, and 
prosperity in the coming year!”
— Mayor Tracy Bertram and 

Becker City Council

Merry Christmas 
from the stylists!

14273 Bank St, Becker
763-262-7726

CUTS, COLOR, 
TREATMENTS & 

STYLING FOR THE 
ENTIRE FAMILY

Salons independently owned and operated. ©Fantastic Sams Franchise Corporation

www.glmdisplays • 14277 Bank Street, Becker MN • 888-743-4564    

Merry Christmas 
& Happy New Year!

RESIDENTIAL | COMMERCIAL | INDUSTRIAL

BECKER, MN | (763) 263-8334 | HUBMN.COM

and Happy New Year!

Wishing you a 
Merry Christmas & 
a Happy New Year!

763-261-4201 • www.steilins.com

State Representative
Shane Mekeland

State Senator
Andrew Mathews

Paid for by Paid for by 
Sen. Andrew Mathews, PO Box 193, Princeton, MN 55371Sen. Andrew Mathews, PO Box 193, Princeton, MN 55371

Paid for by Rep. Shane Mekeland, PO Box 176, Becker, MN 55308Paid for by Rep. Shane Mekeland, PO Box 176, Becker, MN 55308

From our 
families to yours 

Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year!

Lake Shopping Center • Big Lake 
Open 9 a.m. - 10 p.m., Monday - Saturday - Sunday 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.      

763-263-3673

Thank You for your
business this Year

We are pleased to serve you.
HOLIDAY HOURS: 
CHRISTMAS EVE: 9AM-4PM 
CHRISTMAS DAY: CLOSED 
NEW YEARS EVE: 9AM-10PM 
NEW YEARS DAY: 11AM-4PM

Merry Christmas Greetings!

The Becker Bulldog Dance Team 
began its competitive season over the 
last two weeks in Rocori, St. Francis, 
and competing with many of their fel-
low state participants in Eastview.  

The Bulldogs had a great night 
Dec. 9,  starting off their Mississippi 8 
Conference schedule with two varsity 

wins and breaking another school re-
cord by dancing the most kids in team 
history.  Placements from the St Fran-
cis meet are:  Bsquad Jazz - second 
place; JV Jazz - first place; Varsity 
Jazz - first place; Varsity Kick - first 
place.  

“After having two successful 
competitions last weekend, the team 
is excited to compete at our first an-

nual home invite (Dec 17th) where we 
will be hosting many conference and 
section teams,” said Senior Captain 
Amanda Krenz. 

Becker dance has great meet in St. Francis

By Bill Morgan, Editor, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

THE BECKER 2022-23 DANCE TEAM was 
all smiles after competing in St. Francis re-
cently wher they took first place in varsity 
jazz and kick competitions. (Submitted 
Photo).
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ST. CLOUD

559 Hwy. 10
(Next to Dairy Queen)

320-229-1900

$23,999- 24,521 mi.

Apply online at:
www.BrandlAutoConnection.com

2021 Nissan Sentra SR CVT

$59,999- 3,482 mi.

2022 Ram Laramie 1500 Diesel 4WD 
Crew Cab

$44,999- 35,681 mi.

2020 Jeep Gladiator Overland 4x4

$16,999- 61,503 mi.

2015 Ford C-Max

$14,999- 123,596 mi.

2015 GMC Terrain 4DR SUV AWD SLEI

$16,999- 48,247 mi.

2016 Chrysler 200 4DR Sedan

$25,999- 68,056 mi.

2016 Dodge Ram

$13,999- 64,147  mi.

2017 Chevy Trax 4DR SUV FWDLS

$13,999- 127,665 mi.

2017 Chevy Equinox AWD LT

$17,999- 61,241 mi.

2017 Ford Taurus

$15,999- 103,015 mi.

2018 Dodge Caravan GT 4DR Wagon

$18,999- 68,177 mi.

2020 Hyundai Elantra

MERRY CHRISTMAS MERRY CHRISTMAS 
FROM ALL OF US ATFROM ALL OF US AT

BRANDL AUTO CONNECTIONBRANDL AUTO CONNECTION

100% 
Guaranteed 

approval!
Wes Bill Nick Emily Lori

Ashley Lee Chris Precious

Stock # 922226Stock # 922268Stock # 922290

Stock # 922235Stock # 922217Stock # 922301

Stock # 922183Stock # 922308Stock # 922204

Stock # 922198Stock # 922106Stock # 922222

At the Intersection of 95 and 47
763-689-1794 • www.crawfordsequip.com
*Offer ends12/31/22.Available at participating andeligible dealers only.Offermay vary byproduct type, series,model and select units in dealer’s current inventory.Must takedelivery from
dealer stock by12/31/22.Offers available onnewequipment inUSandCanadaonly. Some restrictions apply. Length of contract and ratemay vary.Monthly payment subject to change.
Prior purchasesnot eligible. Seedealer for details. Financingprovidedonapproval of credit by authorizedBobcat financeproviders towell-qualifiedbuyers. All financeprogramsand rates are
subject to final approval by theapplicableBobcat financeprovider andare subject to changeat any timewithout notice. Administrative feesmayapply.Offer not available to government
accounts, national accounts andmunicipal/utility bid customers. BobcatCompany reserves the right to extendor discontinueanyof theseprogramsat any timewithout prior notice.
©2022BobcatCompany.All rights reserved. 17466531

It was an offensive 
explosion for the Becker 
Bulldog boys basketball 
team last Thursday, as they 

scored a 102-38 win over 
the Zimmerman Thunder 

in the season opener. The 
game had been postponed 
from two nights earlier, 
as Zimmerman’s team 
was battling illness, and 
the Bulldogs showed their 
dominance early.

“We came out aggres-
sive against Zimmerman 
and found our half court de-
fense suffocating to them,” 
Coach Josh Ihrke said. “I 
was proud of how many of 
our guys had big contribu-
tions against Zimmerman. 
It was also fun to see how 
many energy raisers we 

have on this team and sup-
porting each other.”

A total of 14 Bulldogs 
saw game action, with 

many starters 
playing less than 
the full first half.

Becker led 
60-28 entering halftime, 
as they dominated in every 

facet of the game.
The Bulldogs shot a 

blazing 50% from the three 
point arc, hitting 11 of 22 
shots, and held a 36 to 29 
rebounding advantage.  
Both teams attempted just 
10 free throws, with the 
Bulldogs hitting seven to 
the Thunder’s five.

The fast break game 
went the way of Becker 
as well, with the Bulldogs 
scoring 40 transition points, 
while the team also held a 
58 to 30 advantage in points 
scored in the paint.

Becker scoring: Ryan 
Bengtson two (four assists), 
Landon Peterson two, Alex 
Weiss 11 (four assists), 
Kevin Vogl three, Kyan 
Blomquist 23, Zach Bengt-
son six, Kyle Vogl five, 
Sawyer Brown eight, Julias 
Hendricks 20, Brady Pau-
men nine, Josh Groskreutz 
two, Mitchell Soltau nine 
(four steals), Connor Gass 
two.

Cards
Last Friday against 

Annandale, Becker came 
from behind to squeak out 
the win over the Class AA 
defending state champs, 57 
to 56.

“Against Annandale, 
we found ourselves in a 
tough game and a tough 
place to get a win,” Ihrke 
said. “Alex Weiss had a 
number of key buckets in 
the second half that helped 
us push into the lead.”

Weiss was efficient, 
hitting five of seven shots 
in his 35 minutes of action. 
Ihrke said his team also 
founds its defense in the 
second half to erase an An-
nandale six point halftime 
lead.

“We had to refocus 
defensively to get that win 
and it was a team effort,” 
Ihrke said.  “Julias Hen-
dricks was hot early and 
kept us in the game by 
knocking down some big 
shots. We found a way to 
grit out a win, which is fun 
to see.”

Becker was dominant 
in the paint, outscoring 
their opponent 28-18 from 
the inside.

Becker scoring: Ryan 
Bengtson two, Weiss 12, 
Blomquist 14, Brown two, 
Hendricks 20, Paumen 
seven.

BECKER’S KYAN BLOMQUIST powers to the hoop in the season 
opening win over Zimmerman. (Submitted photo.)

Bulldogs hit century mark 
in win over Thunder

By Mark Kolbinger, Contributing Writer
production@patriotnewsmn.com

The Becker girls bas-
ketball team was dialed in 
from long range last Friday 
when they used a flurry of 
three pointers to down the 
Annandale Cardinals, 72-
37.

“We shot really well 
from the three point 
line (10-for-23, 
43.5% for the 
game) to 
pull away 
f r o m 
Annan-
d a l e 
in the 
second 
h a l f , ” 
C o a c h 
D a n 
B a i r d 
r e p o r t e d . 
Becker out-
scored the Car-
dinals 39-13 in the 
second stanza to put the 
game out of reach and re-

main undefeated on the 
season.

Both teams played a 
clean game, with Becker 
attempting just three free 
throws and Annandale six.  
Becker’s fast break was 

also a difference 
maker, as they 
churned out 26 
transition points 

and held the Cardinals 
scoreless in that cat-

egory.
B a i r d 

also cred-
ited his 
reserve 
p lay-
e r s 
w i t h 
the i r 
c o n -
tribu-

t i o n s 
in the 

game.
“ E v e -

lyn Kreft came 
off the bench and 

played a huge role in this 
victory,” Baird said, not-

ing her four points, four 
rebounds, four steals, and 
four blocks.  “We also had 
only nine turnovers, and 
forced 32 from Annan-
dale.”

Ayla Brown led Becker 
in scoring with 18 points, 
four assists, and four steals. 

The Bulldogs, ranked 
#1 in Class AAA, were 
schedule to play host to 
the Class AA #2 ranked 
Minnehaha Academy team 
Tuesday evening, but in-
clement weather forced a 
postponement.  Becker was 
set to host Eden Prairie Fri-
day evening.

Becker scoring: Dani 
Nuest 16, Maren Westin 
16, Hannah Dierkes nine, 
Ayla Brown 18, Reese 
Hausmann two, Lexi Rose 
five (four steals), Evelyn 
Kreft four (four blocks), 
Liz Mackedanz two.

Bulldog girls bomb Cardinals, 
remain undefeated

By Mark Kolbinger, Contributing Writer
production@patriotnewsmn.com

The Becker Bulldog 
gymnastics team took some 
risks in last Thursday’s 
Mississippi 8 opening win 
over St. Francis and came 
away with an impressive 
133.875 to 126.525 vic-
tory.

“We decided to take 
some big risks on vault with 
a couple of our gymnasts 
competing much more dif-
ficult  tricks in that meet,” 
Coach Jen Harmoning 
said. “It takes a lot of cour-
age and mental strength to 
put yourself on the line like 
this, so I’m really proud 
of Lauren Woelfel, Ali-
son Woodard, and Chloe 
Spear for really going for 
it. It’s common to have 
struggles with getting 
your best landing when 
you’re competing new 
and difficult things, so 
sometimes you have to 
be willing to risk your 
best scores at first. We 
believe that it will pay 
dividends down the road 
for the team.”

Harmoning said the 
team knew it could 
count on Hai-
ley Duncombe, 
Emma Hen-
nessey, and Karli 
Kirk to be steady and de-
liver, which they did. Hen-
nessey placed first with 
an 8.95, followed by Kirk 
(second at 8.9) and Woelfel 
( third at 8.55). Duncombe 

was fourth with a score of 
8.5

On bars, Becker im-
proved by nearly 2.5 points 
from their first meet. 

“We just worked in 
practice to execute more 
cleanly and consistently,” 

Harmoning said. 
B e c k e r 

took the top 
four places: 
first - Hennessey  

8.225, second - Kirk 8.05, 
third - Cassie Larson 8.025, 
and fourth - Woelfel 7.925.

Harmoning said the 
team was a little less solid 
on beam, but still came 
through with good perfor-
mances.

“I’ve really no-
ticed some mental 

toughness in these 
athletes on beam,  how-
ever,” Harmoning said. 
“They do such a great job 
of staying calm and col-
lected when little things 

here and there go awry 
during their routines.”

Woelfel picked up the 
win on the event at 8.75, 
followed by Spear and 
Hennessey, who tied for 
second at 8.45.

On the floor exercise, 
Becker dominated, win-
ning the top five spots.  
Hennessey was first  at 
8.65, followed by Woel-
fel  (8.35), Kirk  (8.225), 
Bella Kuschel  (8.2) and 
Spear (8.175).

Hennessey was the all 
around winner at 34.275, 
followed by Woelfel (sec-
ond at 33.575) and Kirk 
(third at 32.85). Spear won 
the combined varsity/JV 
all-around (some events are 
varsity and some are JV but 

they still compete all 
four events) and the 

JV team was vic-
torious over the 
Saints, 121.95 
to 75.75.

“ W e 
are so ex-
cited to have 
earned our 
first Missis-

sippi 8 Con-
ference win of 

the season over 
St. Francis,” Har-

moning said. “It was 
great to get out on the 

floor and compete again in 
just our second meet of this 
season. We had a lot of the 
first-meet jitters going on, 
but everyone managed to 
control their nerves fairly 
well and it was a really 
good night!”

Bulldog gymnasts 
dominant in M8 opener

By Mark Kolbinger, Contributing Writer
production@patriotnewsmn.com
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1560 Hart Blvd., 
Monticello 

763-295-4411

libertybankmn.com

Happy Holidays Happy Holidays 
from the from the 

Land of Liberty!Land of Liberty!

All of us at Liberty Bank Minnesota want to wish 
you a joyous holiday season.

It is our honor to serve our communities and we look 
forward to serving you in the coming year.

730 Humboldt Dr., 
NW, Big Lake 
763-450-1350
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