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THE BECKER BOYS TENNIS 
TEAM was all smiles after captur-
ing the M8 Conference Champion-
ship Tuesday with a shutout win 
over Princeton.  Becker finished 
7-0 in the conference this season. 
See the story on page 17.(Submit-
ted Photo).

News & 
Advertising
Deadlines
NEWS DEADLINES

With the newspaper wrap up 
occurring Wednesday evening, all 
news items submitted to run that 
Saturday must reach our office by 

Wednesday morning by 11 a.m.

SPORTS DEADLINES
Coaches and assistants are 

expected to contact our sports 
writers by Wednesday morning, 
11 a.m. at the latest to have their 

information included in that 
week’s publication.

CLASSIFIEDS DEADLINES
Information for classifieds need to 
be submitted to our staff by noon 
Wednesday to be included in that 

week’s publication of the PATRIOT.

Contact Us
LEGALS/CLASSIFIEDS/OBITS

Call 763-275-0275 
or email Kathy @ 

legals.kathy@patriotnewsmn.com

SPORTS STORIES
Call 763-275-0275 or email Bill @
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

ADVERTISING
Call 763-275-0275 

or email Mary, Carol or Heidi @ 
sales.carol@patriotnewsmn.com

WEBSITE
Check out each week’s content 

@ our website: 
www.patriotnewsmn.com

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Call 763-275-0275 

or email Bill @
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

763-275-0275

Inside
CL/CW  AREA

Hundreds gathered Sunday morn-
ing in Clearwater to particiapte in 
the 2021 CL/CW Business Expo. 

See the story on page 9.
 

RECIPES
The Patriot will be running weekly 

recipes from local chefs, cooks 
and food preparers. See yummy 

recipes on page 8.

BIG LAKE NEWS
A new bait shop, Sand Dunes Bait 
& Tackle, opened last weekend 
in Orrock. The bait shop is in the 
same building as the Sand Dunes 
gas station. See Katie’s story on 

the opening on page 11. 
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PICK UP A COPY 
OF THE PATRIOT AT 

THE FOLLOWING 
LOCATIONS:
CLEARWATER: 

Coborn’s; 
SANTIAGO: 

General Store;
PALMER: 

General Store;  
BECKER: 

Food Pride, 
BIG LAKE: 
Coborn’s;

PATRIOT office

We are now 
in Palmer!

By Katherine Cantin
Staff Writer
Reporter.Katie@PatriotNewsMN.com

In honor of Mother’s 
Day, the Patriot wished to 
honor one awesome local 
mom. Shannon Marklow-
itz is a Clear Lake mom of 
eight kids, three of which 
she and her husband, 
Wayne, adopted after their 
biological kids grew up and 
moved away.

Being a Mom
Shannon and Wayne 

Marklowitz have five bio-
logical children, who are 
all in their 20s and 30s 
now, with their own fam-
ilies. They also have sev-
eral grandchildren, ranging 
from 10 months  to eight 
years. Marklowitz says she 
loves seeing her kids par-
enting their own children. 

But the Marklowitzes 
were not quite ready to be 
empty nesters.

“My job is to be a 
mom,” Marklowitz said. 
“It doesn’t pay well, but the 
benefits are great!”

So, the couple decided 
to foster, and eventually 
adopt, three more kids, 
aged six, nine and 11. 

Adopted Kids
“I always wanted to 

do foster care,” Marklow-
itz said. “The kids came 
at a time when they could 

be adopted, and when they 
were here, we fell in love.”

She said she also likes 
to have a second shot at 
parenting, being able to 
make new habits, or fall 
into the old ones. 

To anyone interested 
in fostering and adopting, 
Marklowitz recommends 
learning as much as possi-
ble about raising children 
from a trauma background, 
and to never stop learning. 
She also says it’s im-
portant to “use your 
village” and accept 
support from family 
and friends, and to 
be patient getting to 
know the kids.

“It’s hard at 
first,” she said, 
“It takes about 
six weeks to get 
to know who the 
kids are.”

Marklowitz said she’s 
glad for her adult children, 
who are a big help.

Big Family Farm
The Marklowitz family 

lives at and operates R.F. 

Doering farms in Clear 
Lake. The farm has been 
in Shannon Marklowitz’s 
family for 

years, and she and 
her husband purchased the 
land in 2019. As well as 

their three youngest chil-
dren, their daughter, son-
in-law, and several of their 
grandkids live on the farm, 

while the 
o ther 

grown 
children still 

live nearby. 
Shannon Marklowitz 

SHANNON MARKLOWITZ is an 
awesome Clear Lake mom of eight 
kids. (Photo by Katherine Cantin.)

Shannon Marklowitz is proud mom of eight

MOTHER  to page 14

BE SURE AND CHECK OUT OUR SPECIAL FEATURES THIS WEEK! 
Starting on page 2, awesome stories and content of your local police departments in honor of National Police Recognition Week! 

Also, check out our special section honoring hometown boy, Dillon Radunz and his being drafted to the NFL. Dillon’s story and info starts on page 20.

By Mark Kolbinger
Contributing Writer

The Clear Lake City 
Council met Monday eve-
ning and the first order of 
business was to swear in 
a new council member. 
Brandy Roberts was at the 
meeting and the council 
unanimously voted to ap-
point her to fill the open 
council seat.  The city had 
advertised for applicants 
for the open seat and two 
residents originally submit-
ted letters of interest.  Both 
were invited to interviews 
with the council last month, 
and Roberts was the lone 
applicant to come to the 
meeting.  

At Monday’s meet-
ing, Mayor Tim Goenner 
asked for a motion to ap-
point Roberts, and she won 
unanimous approval.  Clerk 

Kari Mechtel delivered the 
Oath of Office and Roberts 
assumed her seat in time 
to deal with the rest of the 
agenda.

Sheriff
Sgt. Luke McLean pre-

sented this month’s report 
of calls for service from the 
Sherburne County Sheriff’s 
Office.  A total of 44 con-
tacts were made within the 
city, including one DWI 
where deputies assisted 

the MN State Patrol.  In 
reviewing the stats from 
a year ago, McLean noted 
that during the same period 
last year the state was just 
beginning its lockdown due 
to the pandemic and calls 
were much lower.  This 
year, traffic complaints and 
security checks continue 
to be the common calls for 
service.

Ball Field
Council continued its 

discussion from last month 
concerning the amateur 
baseball field and the pro-
posed upgrades, including 
a score board and lights.

Two quotes for a new 
LED scoreboard were re-
ceived, both in the range 
of $15,000, while the quote 
for lights is still being re-
viewed by city staff.

Roberts joins Clear Lake City Council

CLERK KARI MECHTEL (LEFT) administers the Oath of Office to new Clear Lake 
City Council Member Brandy Roberts (Patriot photo by Mark Kolbinger).

ROBERTS  to page 14

By Katherine Cantin
Staff Writer
Reporter.Katie@PatriotNewsMN.com

Last week, an inci-
dent on social media arose 
as two students posed in 
a photo of a “promposal” 
holding a sign that had a 
derogatory statement writ-
ten on it. In response to the 
incidents, some individuals 
made threats against the 
school district and students 
were forced to stay home 
during part of the last week. 
The school board meeting 
originally scheduled for 
Wednesday, April 28, was 
rescheduled in response 
to the threats for Tuesday, 
May 4. 

“We simply could not 
risk putting anyone in po-
tential danger,” said board 
chair Tonya Reasoner. 

She went on to say the 
school administration has 
been working very hard 
to ensure the safety of stu-
dents and staff, and that 
steps were immediately 
taken to investigate and re-
spond to the actions of the 
individuals involved in the 
situation. 

Superintendent Tim 
Truebenbach gave a sum-
mary of the incident and the 
school’s response, careful 
to preserve the anonymity 
of the individuals involved 
in compliance with data 
privacy laws. The original 
incident, a “promposal” (a 

BL School 
Board 

Responds To 
Racism 

Incidents

SCHOOL to page 16

Submitted Article

(Editor’s Note: The fol-
lowing article was submitted 
to the Patriot by American 
Family Insurance Group).

Amy Chmielewski - an 
American Family Insurance 
agency owner in Becker, has 
been recognized for provid-
ing an outstanding customer 
experience under the Amer-
ican Star Excellence in 
Customer Experience Certi-
fication Program.  

“An extraordinary cus-
tomer experience is a prior-
ity at American Family and 
our agency owners are a crit-
ical part of accomplishing 
that,” said Ann Hamilton, 
American Family Insurance 
customer experience vice 
president. 

“The select group of 
agency owners who have 
attained the American Star 
Excellence in Customer Ex-
perience Certification have, 
according to their custom-
ers, consistently provided 
that outstanding service that 
is a differentiator among in-
surance providers.” 

The service excellence 
distinction was determined 
through an evaluation pro-
cess conducted under guide-
lines established through the 
company’s American Star 
Excellence in Customer Ex-
perience Certification Pro-
gram. The process consists 
of a customer satisfaction 
survey which measures cus-
tomers’ overall experience 
with their current American 
Family Insurance agent. 

Chmielewski has been 
an agent for American Fam-
ily since April, 1994. Her 
agency office is located 
at 13612 1st Street, Ste#1 

Becker, MN.  Office hours 
are: M-TH, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.; 
F, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Amy and 
her agents can be reached at 
763-261-5959.

Chmielewski earns top honor for customer service

AMERICAN FAMILY INSURANCE agents include (from left to right) Kate Cook, 
Amy Chmielewski, Amybeth Bodine and Baleigh Balder. (Submitted Photo)



By Bill Morgan
Editor/Staff Writer
Reporter.Bill@PatriotNewsMN.com

When many Amer-
icans think of police de-
partments, they sometimes 
envision big agencies with 
large numbers of detec-
tives, forensic specialists, 
and SWAT teams at the 
ready. But about half of this 
country’s law enforcement 
departments have fewer 
than 10 officers, according 
to a 2015 report from the 
Bureau of Justice Statistics, 
and approximately 70 per-
cent of them serve commu-
nities of fewer than 10,000.

Ala Andy Griffith and 
Barney Fife from the Andy 
Griffith Show.

However, unlike what 
is depicted on TV shows, 
small town police depart-
ments face many of the 
same challenges as their 
big city counterparts, but 
there’s one big difference 
between the two: Small 
town law enforcement typ-
ically only has a fraction of 
the resources — and man-
power — as the big city de-
partments do. It can make 
policing a real challenge in 
a small city, especially if 
there’s only one or two of-
ficers on duty at a time. For 
this reason, it’s important 
for smaller police depart-
ments to uncover ways to 
work smarter, and not nec-
essarily harder.

These small, usually 
rural, communities have the 
same problems that their 
counterparts in metropol-
itan areas have, including 
substance abuse, violent 
crime, and homelessness. 
But small towns have small 
tax bases, which results in 
less funding for personnel, 
training, equipment, tech-
nology and other resources 
that local, state, and tribal 
law enforcement need to 
prevent crime and maintain 
public safety.

And yet, when people 
start talking police, small 
town cops suddenly are 
gouped in with the bigger 
city cops and the actions 
of these larger munici-
palty departments reflect 
throughout the agencies. 
The troubles of urban tends 
to trickle down to rural.

Police officers do more 
than just patrol and pull 
people over for speeding. 
POs are regularly responsi-
ble for answering calls and 
initiating actions that place 
them in dangerous situa-
tions, causing daily stress 
and anxiety. Further, they 
are expected to manage 
their anxieties and behavior 
in such a way that minimal 
harm is done to others while 
protecting themselves. This 
sometimes places police of-
ficers in emotional conflicts 
that require the suppression 
of instinctive reactions 
and the maintenance 
of behavior and 
image that 
projects ra-
t iona l i ty 
and pro-
fession-
a l i s m . 
O v e r 
time the 
psycho-
l o g i c a l 
e f f e c t s 
of such 
stress may 
reduce profi-
ciencies of cop-
ing mechanisms 
and increase the risks 
for post-traumatic stress 
disorder, physical ailments, 
substance abuse, and sui-
cide (suicide among po-
lice officers is three times 
greater than the national 
average). 

People sometimes only 

see the “bad apple” cops 
that grab the media atten-
tion and headlines when the 
majority of American po-
lice, experts say, do not run 
afoul of the laws they’re 
sworn to uphold.

“We’re finding the 
numbers are pretty con-
stant,” said Neal Trautman, 
executive director of the 
National Institute of Ethics 
and author of “How to be a 
Great Cop.” “It is less than 
one percent.”

Police officers are not 
superhumans. Research 
shows that they are af-
fected by their daily expo-
sure to human indecency 
and pain. That dealing with 
a suspicious and sometimes 
hostile public takes its toll 
on them; and that the shift 
changes, the long periods 
of boredom, and the ev-
er-present danger that are 
part of police work do 
cause serious job stress.

In addition to the fore-
going stress-related factors 
common to policing, small 
town police officers have 
distinctive risks related to 
stress, including regular on-
duty and off-duty contact 
with individuals who may 
become offenders or vic-
tims, critiques and rumors 
about an officer’s off-duty 
behavior, and unrealistic 
demands from town offi-
cials and residents given 

the limited 
personnel 

and re-

sources 
a v a i l a b l e . 

Police agencies must not 
only recognize and pro-
mote on-duty and off-duty 
measures that are effective 
in reducing the presence 
and management of stress 
among officers, but in the 
case of small-town officers, 

the community must be 
made aware of the need for 
officers to be genuinely off-
duty when the time comes. 

In the past, depart-
ments either ignored offi-
cers with problems or dealt 
with them informally by as-
signing them to desk jobs. 
During the 1950s, some de-
partments began to formal-
ize their responses, usually 
by incorporating officer-ini-
tiated Alcoholics Anon-
ymous groups made up 
exclusively of alcoholic of-
ficers. In the 1970s, depart-
ments instituted “employee 
assistance” programs to 
deal with problem officers, 
particularly those suffering 
from alcoholism. These 
programs have expanded 
into a broad range of re-
sponses to police stress. 
Some programs focus on 
physical fitness, diet, re-
laxation, and biofeedback 
to cope with stress. Others 
emphasize family counsel-
ing to involve spouses in 
reducing police stress.

Measures that individ-
ual officers can take are to 
eat a balanced diet, drink 
plenty of fluids, avoid the 
use of tobacco products, 
exercise daily, sleep a min-
imum of eight hours every 
24 hours, schedule time for 
themselves, take vacations, 
take time for hobbies, and 
have an annual physical.

The few cases of po-
lice misconduct have been 
magnified and exaggerated, 
mainly by videos on TV.

The resulting pres-
sure on law enforcement 
is unfair. Of course, police 
misconduct must be openly 
investigated along with 
accountability. But all of 
America depends on pro-
tection from the officers in 
blue.

Without them, we 
would descend into chaos.

The following are just 
a few things people can do 
to help make a police offi-
cer’s job a little easier: 

Always be polite;
Always be respectful;
Always give them the 

benefit of the doubt;
Always comply.
And thank them for all 

they do to risk their lives to 
protect all of us.
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Policing in rural communities

Sherburne
State Bank

Three locations to serve you...
Becker 763-261-4200 | Princeton 763-389-4099 

 Monticello 763-271-7177
www.sherburnestatebank.com

We extend our sincere appreciation to the Becker and Big Lake Police Dept’s 
along with the Sherburne and Wright County Sheriff’s Offices for your 

wonderful service to our communities. Thank you, and stay safe!

Lake Shopping Center - Big Lake • 763-263-3673
Mon - Seniors get 10% off; Tues - Wines are 10% off; 

A BIG Thank You
to Our Community

Police Officers!

Thank you to the Becker & 
Big Lake Police Departments 

for all you do!

13034 1st St, Becker, MN 55308 • (763) 262-5050

Thank you for serving our communities!
We are appreciative!

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

TO ALL MEN AND WOMEN IN LAW 
ENFORCEMENT, WE APPRECIATE 

YOUR SERVICE TO OUR 
COMMUNITIES. THANK YOU!

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.
763-261-5959

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
Mon-Thu, 9-5; Fri, 9-1

Thank you for keeping 
our community safe, 

police officers!

Thanks to 
all our law 

enforcement 
officers!

We appreciate you!

Dr. Brent 
Scheideman

Dr. Heidi
Sawdey

(763) 262-2639

Self-Serve Car Wash
Becker & Big Lake

Self-Serve Car Wash
Becker & Big Lake

Thank You
for Keeping
Becker &

Big Lake Safe!

 

A huge thanks goes out to all 
area law enforcement for your 

exceptional service to our 
communities!

to all the women and men who 
serve in law enforcement! 

You are appreciated!

Thank you



By Katherine Cantin
Staff Writer
Reporter.Katie@PatriotNewsMN.com

Becker Police Chief Brent 
Baloun is coming up on his 
15th year with the BPD. In 
honor of Police Recognition 
Week, the Patriot reached out 
for an interview about his 29-
year career as a police officer.

Getting into Law 
Enforcement
During his first year of col-

lege, Chief Baloun was study-
ing to be a chiropractor. But he 
soon discovered that the classes 
weren’t quite for him. A few of 
his friends were taking courses 
in law enforcement, and Baloun 
started to take an interest in be-
coming a policeman. After he 
began taking law enforcement 
classes, his grades went up and 
he knew it was the right track 
for him.

Towards the end of his edu-
cation, Baloun thought it was time 
to get some experience under his 
belt, and he began an internship 
with Sherburne County.

Early Career
In 1992, there was a lot of 

competition for jobs as police offi-
cers, so Baloun took a job as a loss 
prevention officer, an officer in a 
retail space who prevents shoplift-
ing, right out of school. After some 
time, he was offered a position on 
the Crosby police force, which he 
was thrilled to take, since it was 
near his hometown of Brainerd. 

He spent three years with the 
Crosby police dept., but during 
that time he was dating his future 
wife, who lived in St. Cloud. He 
spent a lot of his time off commut-
ing from Crosby to St. Cloud to be 
with her. So, he applied to work for 
the St. Cloud police dept. and was 
accepted. He served in St. Cloud 
for many years, in many different 
positions, though he spent the ma-
jority of his time in investigative 
positions. 

He took some law enforce-
ment courses from the FBI, which 
he believed helped him get the job 
as Becker’s Police Chief.

Service in Becker

In 2006, Baloun was 
offered the position of 
Becker’s Police Chief. 
He wasn’t sure at first, 
but he and his wife 
came to see the com-
munity, and liked the 
area a lot. He said they 
enjoyed the rural feel of 
Becker without having 
to be too far from the 
cities, and they liked the 
school system for their 
young family. 

Baloun said he loves 
to serve the Becker commu-
nity because the people are 
very supportive of the police 
department, and accepting of 
him, despite the fact that he isn’t 
from Becker himself. 

He says the community is 
much quieter than St. Cloud. 

“Becker still has things going 
on,” he said, “But it’s not at the 
same level.”

He attributes this to neighbors 
who care about one another. 

Baloun has focused on in-
creasing the transparency of the 
department using tech such as 
body cameras, through releas-
ing an annual police report, and 
through communications with the 
city council.

He also said Becker is one 
of the best departments around in 
regards to training quality officers 
through the reserve program. This 
has, unfortunately, led to other de-
partments recruiting officers away 
from Becker, so there is a bit of a 

revolv-
ing door 
situation. 

He’s very proud 
of the staff he has, though. He 
says he’s always proud to see 
them interact with the community, 
whether in person or when review-
ing their body cams. He applauds 
their loyalty and energy.

“They keep me young!” he 
said.

Baloun says that he feels he’s 
brought the department to the next 
step in its evolution during his 
time as chief.

“And the next chief will do 
the same!” he said.

He thinks the department is 
set up well so that, when he re-
tires in a few years, there will be a 

smooth transition to the next chief.
Future of Policing
Baloun is concerned for the 

future of police departments. He’s 
worried that, if some proposed 
laws are passed, many officers 
will decide to leave the profession, 
making it hard for small commu-
nity departments like Becker’s to 
recruit new officers to keep the 
community safe. 

“Change is not always a bad 
thing,” he said, noting that depart-
ments always have room to im-
prove, but he worries that police 
work will become a lot more dif-
ficult in the future.
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HAPPY PEACE OFFICERS’ WEEK 
TO ALL THOSE SERVING OUR 

COMMUNITY

HAPPY PEACE OFFICERS’ WEEK 
TO ALL THOSE SERVING OUR 

COMMUNITY
Thank you for all you do! Stay safe!

763-262-8697

“We are always on our Tows”
Family Owned & Operated

• Light, Medium, & Heavy Duty Towing
• Lockouts • Jump Starts 

• Winch Recovery
www.bobstowingandrecovery.com

THANKS to the 
POLICE Who Keep Us 

Protected

We salute and support 
the brave officers who 
work hard to protect 
our safety every day. 

Thank you for your 
dedicated service to 

our entire community!

14054 Bank Street, Becker, Mn 55308 • 763-275-0275

CHIEF BRENT BALOUN has been a police officer for 
29 years, spending nearly 15 as the BPD Chief. (Submit-
ted photo.)

Chief Baloun celebrates 
nearly 15 years with BPD

TO OUR LOCAL LAW 
ENFORCEMENT, THANK YOU 

FOR YOUR SERVICE.

MFG-PARTNERS.COM

THANK YOU!
to all area Police, Fire, 

Sheriff’s Departments and First 
Responders! 

We appreciate everything you do while 
protecting and serving our 

communities.



By Katherine Cantin
Staff Writer
Reporter.Katie@PatriotNewsMN.com

Chief Joel Scharf of the Big 
Lake Police Department recently 
announced that he will be resign-
ing from his position effective 
May 27 due to health concerns. 
He has served as the department’s 
chief for just under nine years. It 
is clear to all who know him that 
he loves the Big Lake commu-
nity, and the city has been made 
better by his service.

Reason for Leaving
Chief Scharf will be leaving 

the 

B L P D 
following a 

diagnosis of PTSD. As 
soon he was diagnosed in Janu-
ary, Deputy Chief Matt Hayen 
became the Acting Chief. 

“Unfortunately, this diagno-
sis will keep me from returning to 
my position indefinitely,” Scharf 
said in a letter to the city council. 
“Through this, I’ve learned new 
respect for the critical need to 
care for our police officers’ men-
tal health. Please care for our of-
ficers and appreciate all that this 
profession is throwing at them in 
these times, because it is unprec-
edented.” 

Early Career
Scharf grew up on a small 

family farm in North Dakota. As 

a teenager, he became 
involved with a law 
enforcement explorer 
program and got the 
chance to ride along 
with some local offi-
cers, getting to know 
them and the job. Teen 
Scharf found the oc-
cupation exciting, and 
knew that he wanted to 

pursue a career in law 
enforcement.

He served as an of-
ficer in Grafton, ND, and 

then Valley City, ND. Later, 
he moved over to Minnesota, 

serving as a patrol lieutenant in 
Moorhead.

Service with Big Lake
Scharf was offered the role of 

police chief in Big Lake in 2012, 
and he started the position in Au-
gust of that year. He said what he 
is most proud of during his time 
with the department is helping 
to create a phenomenal staff of 
officers to keep the community 
safe. He’s proud to have an active 
department, even as other depart-
ments east of Big Lake are having 
a difficult time.

“They’re the best of the 
best,” he said of his officers, 
“And they’re committed to the 
community.”

He’s also proud of the new 
tech that the department has im-
plemented in recent years and the 
competitive compensation system 
the department has in place to at-
tract, and retain, the best officers 

they can.
He attributed 

some of the suc-
cess of his depart-
ment to the good 
relationship the 
BLPD has with 
the Big Lake City 
Council, who are 
always eager to 
support the depart-
ment. 

“Everything 
we’ve done has 
come with the sup-
port of the council, 
the administrator, 
and the commu-
nity,” Scharf said.

Finally, Scharf 
wished to pay 
homage to the fam-
ilies and spouses 
of the officers, who 
give the men the 
support they need 
to do a difficult job. 

Life After 
the BLPD
After 30 years of serving in 

law enforcement, Chief Scharf 
said he’s not sure yet what he will 
do with his time after he leaves 
the department. He and his wife, 
Sarah, may take some more va-
c a t i o n s 
going for-
ward, but 
they plan 
to stay in 
the area. 
S c h a r f 

also said he hopes to continue to 
support the police department in 
other ways, perhaps as a volun-
teer. 
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Thanks for your dedication and 
service to our communities!

763-951-3808
570 Humboldt Dr. NW, Big Lake

Thank you to all the men and women of law 
enforcement. We support you and recognize your 

daily sacrifices and brave acts

You are in our thoughts 
and prayers every day! 
Thank you for your 
amazing work!

— Joel & Sarah Scharf

BLPD Chief Scharf 
resigns after 9 years

CHIEF JOEL SCHARF will be resigning from his position with the  
BLPD effective May 27. (Submitted photo.)

1-800-535-9722 • www.structuralbuildings.com
COMMERCIAL • AGRICULTURAL • RESIDENTIAL • INDUSTRIAL

Thank you for your 
commitment to serving 

our communities!

We do appreciate 
all of you!

BIG LAKE HARDWARE HANK & RENTAL

763-263-2019
Lake Shopping Center • Big Lake

M-F, 8 - 8; Sat., 7 - 6, Sun., 9 - 5

Thanks to all law 
enforcement!

We appreciate 
your service

“Thank you for 
protecting our 
community!”
763-657-6301

mtienter@yahoo.com

A HUGE 
THANK YOU 

to  all  of  our  local  law 
enforcement!

From  all  of  us  at

ryan hubbard   763.263.8334   hubmn.com

• FAMILY OWNED
   AND   OPERATED
• GREAT SERVICE
• REASONABLE RATES
 • SKILLED TECHNICIANS

LICENSE# EA693473

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • AGRICULTURAL

www.glmdisplays • 14277 Bank Street, Becker MN • 888-743-4564    

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE. 
WE APPRECIATE EVERYTHING YOU 
DO TO PROTECT AND SERVE OUR 

COMMUNITY!

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE. 
WE APPRECIATE EVERYTHING YOU 
DO TO PROTECT AND SERVE OUR 

COMMUNITY!

Thank 

BLPD!
Thanks for your 

outstanding 
dedication & service!

-Mike & Shelly Wallen

NICOLE PEARSON was hired last August to fill the 
Big Lake Police Dept.’s position for administrative assistant.   
Prior to joining Big Lake, Nicole worked for the Maple Grove 
Police Department for 12 years as a records technician.  Ni-
cole and her family live in Big Lake. (Submitted Photo).
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Thank you
for the excellent service you provide to our
 community. We appreciate each of you!

763-262-2700 
14281  BANK ST.  IN BECKER

LOCATED AT 8852 CTY RD 23, BECKER

40 YRS. EXPERIENCE
FREE LOANERS & ESTIMATES
HONEST WORK GUARANTEED

Thank you for serving and 
keeping us safe!

WE APPRECIATE YOUR COMMITMENT TO OUR COMMUNITY!

Thanks police for your 
dedication and service!

WE THANK 
GOD FOR YOU!

GOD BLESS YOU.

311 Lake Street S. • Big Lake, MN 55309

763-263-2209 • www.Saron.org

SARON LUTHERAN CHURCH

Thanks
to local Law
Enforcement for
your service to
our community!101 Jefferson Blvd. Big Lake

763-262-2889

Great River Spine & Sport
751 Rose Dr. • Big Lake / 763-260-8401

Thank you Police, for all you do for 
the local communities!

Thanks for 
serving our 

communities!

290 Eagle Lake Road N.,
Big Lake • 763-263-3262
www.corneroaksdental.com

Dr. Reed Dill &
Dr. Peter Kuefler

Thank you for your service!

Serving all your outdoor power equipment needs!

580 Humboldt Dr., 
Big Lake, MN 55309

13380 Hwy. 25, 
Brainerd, MN 56401

530 Division St., W. 
Maple Lake, MN 55358

600 E. Hwy. 55, 
Buffalo, MN 55313

101 Lake Street, Big Lake • 763-263-7867

763-263-3400 • 791 Rose Drive, Big Lake

THANKS BIG LAKE
POLICE DEPARTMENT!

1976 2021

Thanks to 
local police 

for your 
dedication 
and service 

to our 
communities!

By Bill Morgan
Editor/Staff Writer
Reporter.Bill@PatriotNewsMN.com

Last July, a group of 
individuals led by citizen 
George Quinn and work-
ers at the Third Rail Bar & 
Grill in Big Lake, held  an 
appreciation event for the 
local Police Dept. in Big 
Lake. 

Front and center in the 
restaurant were a couple 
decorated tables with place 
mats, plates and silverware 
where officers who had 
some free time or were tak-
ing a lunch or dinner break, 
could enter and receive VIP 
seating and special meals 
just for them to say “thank 
you” from the community. 

Quinn, a renowned 
community advocate, 
parked his 1964 police 
cruiser outside the bar and 
allowed visitors to take 
photos around it, get behind 
the wheel and even ignite 
the blaring siren.

Unfortunately, with 
the homicide event taking 
place that same day, it was 
maybe a handful of offi-
cers who could get away to 
come and take a seat at the 
restaurant. To make up for 
it, Chief Joel Scharf asked 
the kitchen of Third Rail if 
they could throw together 
some burgers and sides for 
the officers, deputies and 
emergency personnel who 
were staying busy at the 
crime scene.

All-in-all, it was a suc-
cessful event and the police 
are grateful for the support.

A HANDFUL OF BIG LAKE POLICE OFFICERS were able to enjoy a meal at Third Rail Bar & Restaurant including Tom Kucala, 
Matt Hayen, Joel Scharf and Todd Siebert (left to right).  Joining the BLPD were George Quinn (far back) and Commissioner 
Raeanne Danielowski (second from right). (Submitted Photo).

Local bar, citizen host police 
appreciation day last July

THIRD RAIL OWNER Lolli Krueger jumped in the driver’s seat of the old mocked-up police car while her daughter, 
Alyssa Sigafus waited by the door. (Submitted Photo).

PATRIOT ARCHIVED ARTICLE

By Katherine Cantin
Staff Writer

Girl Scout Troop 16466 donated 
Autism Sensory Bags to the Big Lake 
Police Dept.back in December of 2020. 

These bags are made for emer-
gency situations involving individuals 
with Autism. In an emergency, every-
one involved experiences high stress. 
When an individual who has Autism is 
in that situation, the stress may make 
him or her unable to communicate ef-
fectively with officers. 

All the items in the bag are de-
signed to help calm those with Autism, 
or to help them communicate with of-
ficers. The items in the bag include toys 
to keep their hands busy, a whiteboard 
to help communicate, and ear muffs to 
reduce the noise. 

The Girl Scouts, Cailyn, Brynn, 

and Ruby, executed this project in 
order to earn their Silver Award. They 
donated the bags to the BLPD for of-
ficers to keep in their squad cars. The 
project took two years to complete.

The girls accepted donations for 
more bags at a drop off bin at Coborn’s 
in Big Lake. They also had an Amazon 
Wishlist where items could be sent di-
rectly to the troops.

More information and a video 
made by the scouts is available at the 
BLPD Facebook page.

Girl Scouts create “Autism Sensory Bags” for BLPD

THE GIRL SCOUTS TROOP 
16466 donated Autism Sensory Bags 
to the BLPD. From left to right is In-
vestigator Nic Prigge, Cailyn, Ruby, 
Brynn, Investigator Rich Berg, and 
Deputy Chief Matt Hayen. (Submit-
ted photo.)

PATRIOT ARCHIVED ARTICLE

THE MEN OF BIG LAKE were looking fashionable in their socks-and-heels 
combinations for last August’s annual Walk a Mile in Her Shoes event. (Photo 
taken from Big Lake Police Dept. Facebook page.)



 Page 6 • Patriot, Saturday, May 8, 2021

Thank You for Your
Dedication & Service.

763-262-BOAT(2628)

GRILL & SPORTS BAR
726 Martin Drive, Big Lake (in Coborn’s Shopping Center) 

763-263-0800 www.trailsbiglake.com

Sincere Thanks for your Service!

Now Serving Breakfast!
Sat. - Sun. 8-11am

Thank you!
Proud of your care for 

our community and skilled 
Professional conduct!

Rep. paul NovotNy

SeN. MaRy KiffMeyeR

Prepared and paid for by the Kiffmeyer for Senate Committee, 16160 201st Ave. NW, Big Lake, MN 55309
Prepared and paid for by the Friends of Paul Novotny, 20035 Auburn St., NW Elk River, MN 55330

Please   join   Rep. Shane   Mekeland   and   Sen. Andrew Mathews   in   
saying   THANK   YOU   to   our   law   enforcement. 

Becker Police Dept., 
Big Lake Police Dept., 

Sherburne County 
Sheriff’s Dept. and Wright 

County Sheriff’s Dept.  

We stand 
with you!

Prepared and paid for by Mekeland for House PO Box 176 Becker, MN 55308 
& Mathews for Senate PO Box 193 Princeton, MN 55371

13788 1st Street - 763-275-0230

From the bottom 
of our hearts

THANK YOU!

Thank you for serving!

WE ARE THANKFUL FOR YOUR 
DEDICATION AND SERVICE!

763-262-6500
WWW.DANSOFBIGLAKE.COM

Russell’s on the Lake Restaurant,
Catering, Bar & Event Center

On the Lake
Russell ’s

B i g  L a k e ,  m i n n e s o t a  

111 Jefferson Blvd, Big Lake

THANK YOU
BIG LAKE LAW ENFORCEMENT

FOR ALL YOU DO!

By Katherine Cantin
Staff Writer

A Becker City Council meeting last 
October  saw the recognition of a local 
leader who has really been pulling his 
weight this year.

Council Recognizes 
Chief Baloun
Becker Police Chief Brent Baloun 

was recognized by the council for his 
outstanding work in 2020. 

Baloun was an important part of the 
leadership leading the effort to put out 
the Northern Metal fire early in the year. 
He also showed great leadership in the 
city’s response to COVID-19. More re-
cently, Baloun helped to prepare for the 
Eric Trump visit to Becker. The council 
said that Baloun has always run his de-
partment with utmost professionalism, 
even among rocky times when a growing 
distrust for the police sweeps through our 
nation.

Baloun was awarded a letter of com-
mendation for all the hard work he has 
done to keep the city functioning and 
thriving. 

Baloun was moved by the gesture, 
stating that he was not often without 
words, but the letter took him by surprise. 
He said some of the challenges this year- 
and undoubtedly, the challenges to come- 
are daunting for an individual, but there 
was no problem that he couldn’t tackle 
with the help of his team.

BPD CHIEF BALOUN was awarded a letter of commendation at a city council meeting 
back in October. (Photo by Katherine Cantin.)

Chief Baloun recognized for 2020 work
PATRIOT ARCHIVED ARTICLE

By Bill Morgan
Editor/Staff Writer
Reporter.Bill@PatriotNewsMN.com

Five amazing young Big 
Lake residents hosted a lemon-
ade stand last September, where 
they also sold homemade brace-
lets with a goal of raising funds 
to donate to the Big Lake Police 
Dept.   Below is what was written 
by Katie Gill;

“My kids, along with sev-
eral of the neighborhood kids 
had a lemonade and bracelet 
stand today and raised $101 for 
the Big Lake Police Dept.” said 
one mom, Katie Gill. “Our great 
friends and neighbor’s daughter, 
Kayden loves to make the brace-
lets and had an over abundance 
of them. I told her she should sell 
them.”  

Kayden said, “okay, then I’ll 
donate the money to the Big Lake 
Police Dept. because they have 
had a hard time and they protect 
us.” 

Kayden then proceeded to 
round up all of the younger kids 
into putting on this sale, explain-
ing to them why they were donat-
ing the money. 

BLPD Sgt. Tom Kucala was 
honored over the weekend and 
stopped by to accept these funds.  
The money will be dedicated to a 
fund with the purpose of ensuring 
BLPD’s officer’s safety. 

“Thank you so much,” said 
Police Chief Joel Scharf.    “It’s 
amazing to see the heart and spirit 
of our up and coming Big Lake 
leaders!”

BLPD SGT. TOM KUCALA gathered around the youngsters who donated over $100 to the 
BLPD during their lemonade and bracelet stand. (Submitted Photo).

Lemonade stand nabs 
$100+ for BLPD

PATRIOT ARCHIVED ARTICLE

BLPD SGT. SAM OLSON (R) and Officer Sam Norlin (L) gathered around Seren-
ity’s lemonade and bracelet stand along Eagle Lake Road in Big Lake. (Submitted 
Photo).

WINNER, WINNER CHICKEN DINNER! Local residents won 
several prizes at Santiago’s Night to Unite sponsored by Santiago 
Lions last October. Aston (Above, left) was the proud winner of a 
Samsung Tablet and Melissa (Above, right) was the adult winner 
of a TV. (Submitted Photos).

JUST DOING HIS JOB. One of the duties of local police is to keep speeds to the 
posted limits and reduce careless and reckless driving. (Submitted Photos).

GREG EXCELLED as the grill master at the N2U event in San-
tiago. (Submitted Photo).

LOCAL FIREFIGHTERS MATT WEBER (R) AND STEVE REID (L) were on hand to 
greet local residents who attended the N2U event and shared goodies with attend-
ees. (Submitted Photo).



(Editor’s Note: The 
following article was sub-
mitted by Naturist Stan 
Tekiela).

I am always interested 
in the unsung hero or the 
rule breakers of nature. The 
kind of critter that is com-
mon, yet no one seems to 
pay any attention to them. 
Or the bird who is so com-
mon throughout the U.S., 
yet no one seems to notice 
them. I am talking about the 
most common bird that you 
never heard of or even seen. 
The tiny Brown Creeper 
(Certhia americana)

Despite a name that 
makes it sound like some-
thing right out of a horror 
movie, the Brown Creeper is 
a small lackluster brown bird. 
They are dark brown with lots 
of white streaks. Some think 
they look like a brown leaf. 
Their white belly can stand 
out, but you really don’t see 
the belly very often. A broken 
white eyeline over the eyes 
and a downward curved bill 
are the only unique features 
of this non-descript bird. One 
thing is for sure, their plum-
age is such that they blend 
into tree bark so well that they 
are almost invisible. This is 
one of the reasons why most 
people haven’t seen this bird 
before.

Measuring only four to 
five inches in length they are 
small, or about the same size 
as a Black-capped Chickadee. 
They are the only species of 
treecreepers in North Amer-
ica. The treecreepers are a 
family of passerine birds that 
are found around the world. 
The Brown Creeper is one of 
seven species with six found 
in Europe and Asia and the 
Brown Creeper in North 
America. During the winter 
they are found in every state 
in the nation. During summer 
they nest in the high eleva-
tions of the Rocky Mountains 
and along the west coast. In 

the East they breed from Min-
nesota to Maine.

Ok, ok, ok, let me address 
the creepy name of the Brown 
Creeper. The way these birds 
find food is to “creep up” 
a tree trunk. Brown Creep-
ers fly to the base of a large 
tree then slowly creep up the 
trunk using its long-curved 
bill to prob into cracks and 
crevices to find insects or 
insect egg sacks. When they 
reach the top branches of the 
tree they fly down to the base 
of another tree and start the 
process all over again. Their 
extra short legs, extremely 
large toes with long hooked 
claws holds the bird close to 
the trunk of the tree. It has 
long stiff tail feathers that act 
like the third leg of a tripod to 
stabilize the bird as it moves 
up the tree.

But what I find very in-
teresting is their nesting be-
havior. The Brown Creeper 
male will sing a high-pitched 
sweet song to attract a female. 
If he attracts a female, the 
male will chase her around 
before breeding. Both the 
male and female select the 
nesting site, but the female 
does most of the nest build-
ing. Now for the unusual 
part. Their nest is constructed 
of small twigs and is located 
under the sluffing bark of a 
dead or dying tree. When a 
tree dies the bark loosens up 
before falling off. Behind 

this loosely hanging bark is 
where they build their nest. 
This is one more good rea-
son to leave dead or dying 
trees standing. The dead 
trees provide a lot of nesting 
potential for a wide variety 
of birds. Occasionally the 
creeper will use a natural 
cavity in a tree for nesting.

Females do all the incu-
bating while the male brings 
her food. This is an unusual 
behavior in the small bird 
world and is more com-
mon in larger birds such 
as hawks, owls and eagles. 

The young stay in the nest up-
wards of 15 or so days. The 
parents continue to feed the 
young for several weeks after 
they leave the nest.

While insects make up 
most of their diet, they will 
occasionally feed on seeds. 
One thing is for sure, they 
rarely if ever land on the 
ground. They are strictly a 
tree dweller. They live in 
thick forested areas with large 
trees. They are good in both 
deciduous and coniferous 
forests.

Unlike many other birds, 
over the past 50 years, the 
Brown Creeper has increased 
in population about 1.5 per-
cent per year. Forest dwelling 
birds are doing better than our 
prairie or grassland birds.

So, this spring, stop and 
take a closer look at any small 
brown bird you might see. It 
just might be the most com-
mon bird that you have never 
seen, the Brown Creeper. 
Until Next Time…

Stan Tekiela is an au-
thor / naturalist and wildlife 
photographer who travels 
the U.S. to study and capture 
images of wildlife. He can be 
followed on facebook, twitter 
and Instagram. He can be 
contacted via his web page at 
naturesmart.com.
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Biden’s Proposals Off Track
(Editor’s Note: The fol-

lowing article was submitted 
by the team of Tom Emmer).

On April 28, President 
Biden addressed a joint ses-
sion of Congress during a 
week when members of 
Congress were scheduled to 
be back home in their dis-
tricts. Throughout his speech, 
President Biden echoed his 
promises of bipartisanship 
and collaboration. The day he 
gave the speech was his 99th 
day in office, and his actions 
up to that point have shown 
his true lack of interest in 
building consensus. 

As our country works 
to recover from mandated 
lockdowns and economic un-
certainty, President Biden’s 
proposals are not targeted to 
the areas of greatest need and 
will only increase costs, de-
stroy jobs, grow government, 
and make the United States 
less competitive. Adopting 
trillions in new spending, 
raising taxes, and expanding 
the size and scope of the fed-
eral government is not what I 
came to Congress to do.

Community Policing
The conversation con-

tinues, both nationally and 
locally, regarding the role of 
law enforcement in our com-
munities. President Biden 

mentioned police reform 
during his speech to Con-
gress. He urged police reform 
happen by the end of this 
month to commemorate the 
anniversary of the death of 
George Floyd.

Improving the way our 
law enforcement engages 
with our communities is al-
ways something we should 
be focused on, but it should 
not be rushed and should 
involve the very men and 
women who risk their lives 
to serve and protect: our law 
enforcement. In March, the 
House passed a police reform 
bill and refused to include 
bipartisan solutions from Re-
publicans. Until we can work 
together and include police 
and peace officers in the dis-
cussions, these efforts will not 

successfully reform policing 
in the United States.

This Congress, I reintro-
duced an important bill, the 
Community OutPost (COP) 
Outreach and Engagement 
Act. This bill would establish 
a national federal pilot pro-
gram using one of our local 
initiatives as an example: the 
St. Cloud COP House.

St. Cloud invested in a 
Community OutPost to help 
law enforcement engage and 
communicate with residents 
in their surrounding commu-
nities. The “COP House” is a 
residential home where local 
residents can receive critical 
services, like health screen-
ings, and attend afterschool 
education programs while 
building relationships with 
law enforcement in that com-
munity. With improved po-
lice-citizen communication, 
officers can more effectively 
establish trust and build rap-
port with the citizens that they 
are sworn to protect.

Lately, the St. Cloud 
COP House has received high 
praise for its efforts to bridge 
the divide between the St. 
Cloud Police Department and 
the community they serve. 

Small Businesses
One thing is certain: our 

small businesses continue to 

TO THE EDITOR:
Border patrol now says that 60,000 

illegals have simply disappeared into 
the vast wilderness of the U.S.  They 
are so overwhelmed but heck, the Dem-
ocrats don’t care because they will all 
be Democrat voters.  Remember when 
democrats killed police reform bill that 
was written by black Senator Tim Scott.  
NOW, Democrats are all for it! U of M 
student has been telling people to place 
“FAKE” calls to the police.  And one 
wonders why well over a thousand po-
lice have already resigned, retired or just 
plain gave it up.  

Remember when Biden called 
Trump a racist when he stopped all flights 
from China?  Biden stopping flights from 
India, no problem now.  77% of Ameri-
cans favor voter ID.  The other 23% must 
be Democrats.  Government checks are 
keeping people from going back to work.  
Yes, the GDP is up and that is because 
red states have been open for a long time 
and business is booming.  The $6 trillion 
the Democrats are pushing is more than 
we spent in ALL wars since the Revolu-
tionary War.  261 transgender men have 
applied to be put into women’s prison.  
Yes, transgender criminals are not stupid 
for sure.  And finally, Iran is back to full 
nuclear production and they are thanking 
our President.   
Regards,
Gordon Schmidt
Loretto, MN

TO THE EDITOR:
In reference to Dr. Heather P. Abra-

hamson’s April 24th letter attempting to 
confirm that BHS teaches the Constitu-
tion, I think the question more precisely 
is, “How is the US Constitution being 
taught?”  Do you teach that the Con-
stitution is a living document or an out 
dated document written by slave holders 
that need not be followed today because 
we are so much smarter than they were 
back then?  Or are you teaching how the 
Constitution was created to protect the 
citizens from a tyrannical government.  

It’s the checks and balances described 
in the Constitution, the delineation of 
the three equal branches that allowed for 
the Civil Rights Act to be passed in the 
1960’s — that allowed for the eventual 
abolishment of slavery, it established our 
“justice” system.  

So Dr. Abrahamson, how do you 
teach this document?  You said in your 
letter that, “I believe we should teach 
about the Constitution in a way that in-
cludes all voices.  We can support the 
constitution and Indigenous, LGBT, 
Black, and Brown students. . .” , which 
tells me that you believe that the Consti-
tution is racist document for only straight 
White people, and yet when I read it, it 
talks about the “People” of the United 
States, all inclusive.  
Bret R. Collier
Big Lake, MN

TO THE EDITOR:
Responding to Dr. Abrahamson: 

While I agree with most of your recent 
letter, I feel there are some things that 
don’t need to be taught in school. Sexual 
orientation is one of them. Simply put in 
your letter, to say all people should be 
regarded with respect should be clear 
enough for kids to understand. Leave 
some things for parents to discuss with 
their children if they so choose. Also, 
teachers don’t need to be discussing with 
their class where they (teachers) stand 
politically.

Responding to Tom Emmer’s col-
umn: If you sincerely believe in the sanc-
tity of life, why do you select babies born 
alive after an attempted abortion for the 
legislation you propose. Does that mean 
someone must attempt to abort a baby to 
be charged with murder? Doesn’t make 
sense. Why not go all the way and pros-
ecute all who perform abortions at any 
stage of pregnancy including born alive? 
A baby is a person from the moment of 
conception and should be considered in 
the defense and support of all life.
Mary Jo Mosher
Becker

Letters To The Editor

Voter ID Is An Important Measure
(Editor’s Note: The 

following article was sub-
mitted to the Patriot by the 
Sen. Mary Kiffmeyer team).

My fellow legislators 
and I are in the final weeks 
of the Legislative Session 
here at the Capitol, focused 
on passing a balanced bud-
get that will set Minnesota 
up for success after such 
a troubling year. We will 
be spending the remaining 
days on the Senate Floor 
working in conference 
committees, debating the 
budget and other sensible 
legislation for good gover-
nance, important programs, 
and funding the necessary 
sectors of our state. 

An issue I have been 
strongly fighting for in the 
Legislature made its way to 
the Senate Floor on Mon-
day. Voter ID is an im-
portant measure that would 
increase confidence in our 
elections by ensuring each 
voter proves identity before 
their votes are cast. Requir-
ing identification to vote is 
common sense, especially 
since there will be iden-
tification cards provided 
should a voter not have 
access to one before vot-
ing. And the bill includes 
assistance to get underlying 
documents needed such as a 
birth certificate 

We need an ID to get 
on a plane, make certain 
purchases, and for many 
other parts of everyday life; 

it only makes sense to re-
quire identification to vote. 
One person gets one vote, 
and each Minnesotan de-
serves the confidence that 
when their ballot is cast, it 
is counted as legitimate.

Telehealth has been 
a positive outcome to the 
patient needs during the 
COVID pandemic. Patients 
have been able to receive 
good care when and where 
they need it via telehealth. 
The Health and Human 
Services budget includes 
the Minnesota Telehealth 
Act, which provides neces-
sary updates to existing law 
to require insurers to reim-
burse providers the same 
for telehealth and in-person 
visits. Minnesota has re-
quired plans to do this since 
2016 and will continue in 
order to ensure there are no 
gaps in coverage. This pa-
tient-centered care removes 
barriers for Minnesotans 
across the state to access 

quality healthcare that best 
fits their individual needs.  I 
did speak to the great value 
of in-person patient care. 
The bill includes the right 
for either a patient or a pro-
vider to choose an in-per-
son visit. 

 The Health and Human 
Services budget also priori-
tizes mothers, families, and 
children. The budget fo-
cuses on working families 
especially by improving 
maternal and newborn care 
with in-home nurse visits, 
extending MA coverage 
for enrollees after delivery 
of a baby, and requiring a 
regular report on maternal 
and infant health. Mater-
nal outcomes have been 
worsening in the United 
States and this report will 
help identify what changes 
could ensure women have 
healthier deliveries. Invest-
ing in the critical care of 
new families is a top prior-
ity in Minnesota and these 
newly available resources 
will help many throughout 
the state. 

 I remain dedicated 
to fighting for your needs 
at the Capitol in any way 
I can. I encourage you to 
reach out to my office with 
your questions, comments, 
or concerns. My phone 
number is 651-296-5655 
or you can email me at Sen.
Mary.Kiffmeyer@Senate.
MN.

By Sen. 
Mary Kiffmeyer

By Stan Tekiela,
Naturist

By Congressman 
Tom Emmer

Appreciate The Unsung Heroes

need our help as we recover 
from this pandemic. 

Last week, I sent a letter 
to Gov. Tim Walz, along with 
my Minnesota Republican 
colleagues Reps. Hagedorn, 
Fischbach, and Stauber, urg-
ing the Governor consider 
the needs of our state’s small 
businesses and their employ-
ees who have endured so 
much uncertainty and pain in 
the past year.

Specifically, we asked 
that he declare forgiven Pay-
check Protection Program 
(PPP) loans will not be tax-
able. Minnesota is one of only 
11 states left in the nation to 
tax forgiven loans.

The Paycheck Protection 
Program (PPP) has served as 
a lifeline for businesses across 
Minnesota. It has helped our 
local communities across the 
state by providing an avenue 
for employers to keep their 
employees on the payroll, 
to feed their families, and 
to serve their community’s 
needs.

In December 2020, Con-
gress affirmed that forgiven 
PPP loans are not consid-
ered taxable income and will 
therefore be tax-exempt. I 
supported this initiative at the 
federal level. 

In response, most states 
across the nation followed 
suit and similarly declared 
that forgiven PPP loans will 
be tax-exempt. Minnesota, 
however, failed to do so. 
More than 100,000 busi-
nesses in Minnesota received 
PPP loans to continue serving 
their communities and taking 
care of their employees over 
the past year. 

The government-man-
dated shutdowns in Minne-
sota have hurt our business 
communities, and with the 
state’s projected $1.6 billion 
budget surplus, it is an unnec-
essary and inconsiderate bur-
den on our great businesses to 
tax these loans.

American Worker
Last week, we also intro-

duced the bipartisan Invest-

ing in American Workers Act 
which will reward businesses 
for providing their workforce 
with on-the-job educational 
and technical training oppor-
tunities. Attending a four-year 
college isn’t – and shouldn’t 
be – the only path to a suc-
cessful career and financial 
security.

The Investing in Ameri-
can Workers Act establishes a 
tax credit for employers who 
increase their spending on 
worker training and incentiv-
izes high-quality training by 
detailing allowable providers 
and programs. It also encour-
ages small businesses to train 
their workers by providing a 
simplified filing process and 
allowing them to apply the 
credit against payroll and 
alternative minimum taxes. 
This bill will help put more 
Americans on the path to 
good-paying jobs when they 
need it more than ever.

Look for more columns on page 8...



ATTENTION! 

Letters to the editor and editorials are an im-
portant part of the PATRIOT Newspaper. Our 

readers share a wide range of 
perspectives on current issues.

Letters that are well-written, have a clear 
opinion and responsive to current events are 
more likely to be chosen for publication. The 
PATRIOT also seeks to publish letters from a 

range of 
readers of diverse backgrounds. 

The PATRIOT does not discriminate due to 
age, sexual orientation, race or political affil-
iation. The columns from political parties are 
unsolicited and do not necessarily reflect the 

PATRIOT’S views.

Columns are typically written by PATRIOT 
staffers and/or seated politicians who have 

stakes in the communities of the 
PATRIOT readership.

(Editor’s Note: The 
Patriot plans to run a rec-
ipe or two each week from 
locals and their favorite 
recipe books. If you have 
one you’d like to share, 
contact the Patriot at 763-
275-0275).

Banana Cake
• 1-1/2 cups sugar;
• 2 cups flour;
• 2 eggs;
• 1/2 teaspoon soda;
• 2 teaspoons vanilla;
• 1 cup butter;
• Dash of salt;
• 1/2 cup sour milk;
• 1 teaspoon 
baking powder;
• 1 cup sliced 
bananas (about 2).
Mix all together. Bake 

in greased and floured 
9x13 pan. Bake at 360º for 
about 30 minutes.

Submitted by 
Carol Campbell

Mocha 
Raisin Cake
• 2 cups flour;
• 1/2 cup cocoa;
• 1 teaspoon 
baking powder;
• 1 teaspoon 
cinnamon;
• 1/4 teaspoon salt;
• 3/4 cup lard;
• 1 cup brown sugar, 
packed;
• 1/2 cup sugar;
• 2 eggs;
• 1 cup cold coffee;
• 1 cup raisins.
Mix well. Place in 

greased and floured 9x13 
pan. Bake at 350º for 
40-45 minutes.

Submitted by 
Carol Campbell

Sandwich 
Spread
• 1 ring bologna;
• 4 large pickles;
• 4 hard-boiled eggs;
• 1 medium onion.
Grind all and mix to-

gether with salad dressing.
Submitted by 
Carol Campbell

Banana Cake, Raisin 
Cake and a yummy sandwich spread
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Calling On Walz To End Emergency Powers
(Editor’s Note: The 

following article was sub-
mitted to the Patriot by the 
Rep. Paul Novotny team).

Ahead of an expected 
announcement this week 
by Gov. Tim Walz loos-
ening Minnesota’s COVID 
restrictions, I am calling for 
transparent and concrete 
dates and/or metrics for the 
end of the peacetime emer-
gency. 

Just this week, Flor-
ida lifted all remaining 
COVID restrictions, and 
Governors of Democrat 
states like New York and 
California have established 
target dates for the lift-
ing of capacity limits and 
other COVID restrictions. 
Other deep-blue states like 
Connecticut lifted capacity 
limits starting as far back as 

March.
For more than a year, 

the Governor has pushed 
the legislature aside, made 
a mockery of our constitu-
tion, and made unilateral 
decisions that have caused 
significant economic and 
social harm for Minneso-
tans. With the emergency 

phase of the pandemic long 
over, it’s past time for the 
Governor to give up his 
powers, end the lockdowns, 
and let Minnesotans make 
decisions for themselves 
and their families.

House Republicans 
have voted more than a 
dozen times to end the 
peacetime emergency, and 
have put forward numerous 
proposals to end or modify 
the Governor’s Chapter 12 
powers, as well as propos-
als to establish timelines 
and metrics that would end 
the peacetime emergency. 
Democrats have refused to 
advance those proposals in 
the House, and have even 
stonewalled proposals from 
their own party to wind 
down the Governor’s emer-
gency powers.

By Rep.
Paul Novotny

Supporting Widely-Popular Voter ID
(Editor’s Note: The 

following article was sub-
mitted by Sen. Andrew 
Mathews team).

The Minnesota Sen-
ate Monday approved a 
broadly popular bill that 
would require Minnesotans 
to present a valid photo 
identification for in-per-
son, absentee, and mail-in 
voting. The bill also estab-
lishes a new voter identifi-
cation card that would be 
available free of charge to 
individuals who lack proper 
identification and cannot 
afford it. The bill would 
make Minnesota the 37th 
state to require some form 
of identification to vote.

With polling showing 
such widespread support of 
Voter ID to increase cred-
ibility and integrity in our 
elections, I cannot see a 
single reason to be opposed 
to this common-sense mea-
sure. Every Minnesotan 
deserves to be confident in 
their vote and that is what 
this bill will accomplish. 

 Voter ID is widely 
popular throughout the 
United States. A recent 
Rasmussen survey found 

the issue garners 75% sup-
port, while the statistical 
website 538 recently pub-
lished a round-up of sev-
eral polls highlighting the 
popularity of the issue. In 
Minnesota, the nonparti-
san think tank Center of 
the American Experiment 
recently found voter ID en-
joys 69% support.

The bill guarantees 
that not a single legal voter 
would be disenfranchised 
by the new requirement. 
Individuals unable to pro-
vide valid proof of identity 
or residence would be able 
to cast a provisional ballot, 
affording the voter a pe-
riod of time in which they 

could prove their identity. 
If a voter then exhausts all 
options and is still unable 
to provide documentation, 
that voter would be allowed 
to sign an affidavit under 
penalty of perjury affirm-
ing they are a legal voter, 
and would then have their 
ballot counted. Same-day 
voter registration would 
also remain intact.

 In the 2008 land-
mark U.S. Supreme Court 
case Crawford v. Marion 
County, the Court held that 
an Indiana law requiring a 
photo ID to vote did not vi-
olate the U.S. Constitution. 
Specifically, the Court held 
there are “legitimate state 
interests” in voting laws re-
quiring photo ID, including 
deterring, detecting, and 
preventing voter fraud, im-
proving and modernizing 
election procedures, and 
safeguarding voter confi-
dence in elections. Finally, 
the Court also held that fed-
eral law authorizes states to 
use a photo identification 
requirement to determine 
an individual’s eligibility 
to vote. 

By Sen.
Andrew Mathews

Submitted Article

(Editor’s Note: The 
following article was com-
prised from the Wright 
County website).

As part of the Radio-
logical Emergency Pre-
paredness (REP) program, 
Wright County Emergency 
Management is doing an 
outreach program with the 
community to help facil-
itate an evacuation study 
for those who live near the 
Xcel Nuclear Power Plant. 
As part of the REP pro-
gram, the following state-
ment has been released:

Evacuation 
Planning Survey
Xcel Energy’s Emer-

gency Preparedness has 
started the 10-year Evacu-
ation Time Estimate study 
which takes place after 
every U.S. census. This 
study is required of all nu-
clear power plants per fed-
eral regulation. As part of 
the study, survey responses 
are used to gather data from 
those who live in the area 
around the Prairie Island 

and Monticello nuclear 
plants. 

The survey results 
will provide us with a bet-
ter estimate of the number 
of people evacuating in a 
given area, the number of 
vehicles used to evacuate, 
and the amount of time 
needed to prepare for evac-
uation.

The collected survey 
data may also be used in a 
traffic engineering study to 
identify roadways and areas 
with significant traffic con-
gestion during evacuation 
and will be used to identify 
the most effective methods 
of notifying the public of an 
emergency and the need to 
evacuate. 

Residents are asked 
to complete one survey 
per household (18 years 
or older). Do not provide 
one’s name or any personal 
information. The survey 
will take approximately 10 
minutes to complete. Sur-
vey questions seek infor-
mation such as “How long 
does it take to you drive 
from work to home?” and 
“How many vehicles that 

are usually available to the 
household would your fam-
ily use if an evacuation was 
necessary?” 

The sample size needs 
to be as large as possible, 
so Wright County is ask-
ing those living in the local 
geographical area to par-
ticipate in the survey. An 
outside firm will sort out 
any responses that are not 
within the targeted geo-
graphical area, so please 
participate even if one is 
unsure as to whether one’s 
response is needed. Go to: 
www.surveymonkey.com/
r/8TX2QW7. 

The responses to these 
questions provide import-
ant information for emer-
gency planning purposes 
and will help them to con-
tinue to protect the health 
and safety of the public. 

Emergency Management 
asking residents near nuclear 
plant to take survey

Submitted Article

(Editor’s Note: The fol-
lowing article was submit-
ted by Catholic Charities).

An exciting new part-
nership has launched be-
tween Catholic Charities 
Central MN Foster Grand-
parent Program and Big 
Brothers Big Sisters of Cen-
tral MN.  

This partnership in-
volves matching Fos-
ter Grandparents as Big 
Grands in the Big Brothers 
Big Sisters school-based 
program with one of the 
first matches starting at 
Foley Public Schools.  

Service to the commu-
nity has long been a part of 
Dennis Clark’s life includ-
ing during his career in the 
United States Air Force.  
Dennis has been a Fos-
ter Grandparent for seven 
years at Foley Elementary 
and was one of the first Fos-
ter Grandparents to sign up 
for this additional opportu-

nity to serve youth.  Dennis, 
who will be called a Big 
Grand along with being 
Grandpa Dennis at Foley 
Elementary, was excited to 
learn during the first meet-
ing with his Little Brother 
Kasey that they both enjoy 
reading, airplanes, and 
learning about space.  He 
is looking forward to the 
opportunity to develop a 
terrific relationship with 
Kasey as they explore their 
shared interests.

Partnerships such as 
this can help youth reach 
their potential and provide 
them with role models and 
older caring adults in their 
lives.  There are more youth 
waiting to be matched with 
Big Grands in the counties 
of Benton, Stearns, Sher-
burne, Morrison and north-
ern Wright counties. 

About Catholic 
Charities Central 
Minnesota Foster 
Grandparent 
Program

Foster Grandparents 
spend 8 to 40 hours per 
week helping children in 
schools, early education 
programs, residential facil-
ities, and other nonprofit 
agencies. Through their 
service, the Foster Grand-
parents create relationships 
with and become role mod-
els for children who need 
such constructive relation-
ships the most.

AmeriCorps Seniors 
(formerly Senior Corps) 
are Foster Grandparents, 
Senior Companions, and 
RSVP volunteers, ages 
55 and older, who make 
service their ‘second act’ 
by carrying the torch for 
volunteerism in their com-
munities. The Central Min-
nesota Foster Grandparent 
Program is sponsored by 
Catholic Charites of the 
Diocese of St. Cloud. 

Foster Grandparents partners with BBBS

DENNIS CLARK (L) is a Foster Grandparent for Little Brother Kasey (R). (Submitted Photo).
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TARGETING A 
SPECIFIC 
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Besides ad placement in sections 
near similar content, local 

newspaper advertising can target 
a specific audience in other ways. 

For example, newspapers often 
have special sections, releases and 
inserts that target audiences based 

on events such as a holiday or 
season, specific geographic areas 
such as a street or neighborhood 

or specific groups of people 
such as ethnic groups or college 

students.
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Now Open!
• Hanging Baskets • Potted Flowers 

• Mulch • Top Soil • Potting Soil 
• Vegetable Plants for the Garden

763-263-2019 • 621 Rose Drive Big Lake, MN 55309
Lake Shopping Center • Big Lake 

• M-F, 8-8; Sat., 7-6, Sun., 9 am to 5 pm

BIG LAKE

& RENTAL 

fasteners

* Must enter through store to access greenhouse.

Morton Salt
Wishing all Mother’s 

Becker, Big Lake, Clear 
Lake and Clearwater areas 
a very happy Mother’s Day 

from the

See Bob & Judy for all your landscape needs.
Trees, shrubs, perennials, decorative rock,

mulch,  black dirt & much more!
18366 CR 14, Big Lake

NNOOWW  OOPPEENN!!
OPEN: Mon - Sat (9am - 6pm), Sun (10am-5pm)

Directions: From Big Lake —1 1/2 mi. S of Hwy. 10 on Co. Rd. 
43 From Monticello —3 mi. E of Hwy. 25 on Co. Rd. 14 

763-263-1171 or 763-370-3546 

Happy Mother’s Day! Miss you, Muriel & Mel
Mon • Sat (9am - 6pm), Sun (10am-5pm)

WE ARE 
OPEN!

See Bob & Judy for all your landscaping needs
Shrubs, perennials, decorative rock, mulch, black 

dirt, annuals, hanging baskets, garden plants & 
much more!

18366 CR 14, Big Lake

Becker Chamber of Commerce lunch 
special every Wednesday receive

any lunch entrée at Charlie’s Sports Bar & Grill 
from 11 am to 2 pm (Dine in or take out)

SPONSORED BY MCDOWALL CUSTOM EMBROIDERY

$1 OFF

REAL ESTATE TAXES 
ARE DUE MAY 17TH

Sherburne County Auditor/Treasurer Diane 
Arnold would like to remind taxpayers that the first 
half  of  their Real Estate taxes for 2021 are due on 
or before May 17th. Postmarks are due on or before 
the 17th, but a Penalty will be assessed after that 
date.  Please note that most Post Offices 
now use a servicing center so mail is not 
being postmarked until two to three days 
after pick up so please plan accordingly as 
by Statute we must go by the postmark for penalty.  Due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic – The Government Center is OPEN for face-to-face 
transactions for property tax payments, we encourage you to assure 6- 
foot distances and must wear facial coverings. Please see our web site for 
more payment options. www.sherburne.mn.us  on main page> Payment 
Center> Property Tax Payment. There is an after-hours drop-box by the 
MAIN entrance (door A) on the right. 

Questions? Call (763)765-4350 or 1-800-438-0575
AUDITOR/TREASURER DIANE ARNOLD

By Penny Leuthard
Contributing Writer

Parking spots around 
the Clearwater American 
Legion were tough to find 
last Sunday morning, as 
community members came 
pouring through the doors 
for the 4th annual Explore 
Clearwater/Clear Lake 
Business Expo and Legion 
made-to-order breakfast.

This year 22 businesses 
were on hand to promote 
themselves. Attendance 
was steady throughout the 
expo, often with larger 
crowds at one time than had 
been seen in the past.

Along with fun free-
bies and information on 
their business, most tables 
offered prizes people could 
sign up for, from gift certif-
icates to specialty baskets 
filled with goods. Many of 
the businesses also brought 
along merchandise for peo-
ple to purchase or try out.

People were happy to 
get out and catch up with 
their friends and neighbors 
as well, as there was often 
as many groups of people 
chatting with each other as 
there were groups talking to 
the businesses.

A number of the par-
ticipating businesses were 
new to the expo this year, 
helping to showcase an 
even wider variety of what 
the area has to offer. From 
beauty products to health 
and wellness and financial 
services to food services, 
there was something for 
everyone.

T.O. Plastics was one 
of the first timers.

“I saw the sign adver-
tising the expo and thought, 
‘What a great way to be 
part of the community,’” 
said Dyann Turner, who 
was there representing the 
company.

Many of the businesses 
were also advertising em-
ployment opportunities, 
which worked out well for 
the attendees who came to 
the expo specifically look-
ing for a job.

“I came looking for 
work,” said Barb Malikow-
ski of Clear Lake. “As soon 
as I saw the sign advertis-
ing the expo, I knew my job 
was on that sign.”

Malikowski visited 

every table at the event, 
talking with representatives 
from each business and col-
lecting a stack of employ-
ment applications.

“This is phenomenal,” 
she said. “Thank you, thank 
you for putting this on. I got 
a lot of information for my-
self as well as others.”

CVBC members and 
business owners also ex-
pressed satisfaction with 
the event.

“It’s so good to see 
new businesses here,” said 
CVBC Secretary Jenny 
Massmann from American 
Heritage Bank.

The event has always 
been held in conjunction 
with the Clearwater Le-
gion’s Sunday breakfast, 
bringing in crowds for 
both events. The delicious 
breakfast, served by the 
Legion and Legion Riders, 
was enjoyed by many, with 
numbers up higher than 
they had been in quite some 
time.

This year’s expo busi-
nesses included Mary 
Kay, Patriot Newspaper, 
Johnson Materials, Root 
of Wellness, Clearwater 
Tax & Accounting, Clear-
water Library, Tri-County 
Alliance Church, Sunset 
Ridge Ranch, T.O. Plastics, 
Premier Realty, Ameri-
can Heritage Bank, Lake 
Central Bank, Clearwater 
Travel Plaza/Cutting Edge 
Catering, T&R Meats, 
Royal Renovations, Cran-
dall Help Desk, Minnesota 
Wearables, St. Cloud Fi-
nancial, Thousand Hills 
Beef, Chalk Couture, Torch 
Sauce, Clearwater/St. 
Cloud RV Park, and Irriga-
tion Management. 

“Thank you to all who 

participated in, or visited, 
the return of the CVBC 
Business Expo,” said or-
ganizer Lori Johnson from 
Root of Wellness. “It was 
great to see everyone out 
and about again. We hope 
people see what an asset 
small businesses are to their 
community and continue to 
do business with them ver-
sus spending all their time 
and money online.”

The business expo 
was begun five years ago 
by members of Clear Val-
ley Business Connections 
(CVBC) to promote shop-
ping local and has been an 
annual event with the ex-
ception of 2020. The orga-
nization began in 1987 and 
includes businesses from 
the cities of Clearwater and 
Clear Lake, and Clearwa-
ter, Clear Lake and Lynden 

Twps. The mission of the 
organization is to promote 
area businesses and provide 
an environment for them to 
communicate and network.

Great crowd shows up for 
CW/CL Business Expo

TWENTY-TWO LOCAL BUSINESSES AND ORGANIZATIONS were on hand at the expo to showcase what they have to offer 
the community. (Photo by Penny Leuthard)

THE CLEARWATER AMERICAN LEGION was a hive of activity last Sunday 
during the 4th annual Explore Clearwater/Clear Lake Business Expo. (Photo by 
Penny Leuthard)

A LARGE CREW OF AMERICAN LEGION volunteers were on-hand Sunday morning to serve breakfast at the CW/CL Busi-
ness Expo. (Photo by Mary Nehring)

Landscape Design & Installation Specialist

33992288  110055tthh  AAvvee - Clear Lake
Call for your appt!

HRS: M-F 9-7, SAT 8-6, SUN 9-5

320-743-4421
5 mi N of Clear Lake on Co. Rd. 6 

(1 blk N of Kinitski's)

TQSJOH
BU!MBTU"

Hanging Baskets

Patio Pots 

ANY PATIO POT OR HANGING BASKET
$5 OFF Now thru

May 16, 2021
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Full service Real Estate team, for residential buyers and sellers

www.cartwrightrealty.com or find us on Facebook

SMALL-TOWN 
COMMUNITIES LOVE 
THEIR LOCAL PAPERS

A recent study found that 67% of 
small-town residents read their 
local paper at least one time per 
week. Out of the participants, 78% 
said newspapers were their main 
source for information about local 
news, and 71% of participants said 
newspaper inserts motivated them 

with their buying decisions.
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Big Lake Area News

EVERYDAY PEOPLE.
EXCEPTIONAL RESULTS.

SERVING CENTRAL 
MINNESOTA & BEYOND!

www.HallerRealtyHomes.com
Becker Office

12908 1st Street
763-207-6683

Kyle Haller
Broker/Owner

320-266-4567

Roger Haller
Broker/Manager

320-267-8066

Dave Miller
Realtor/Auctioneer
320-266-4817

Bob Crane
Realtor

612-790-3842

Jason Eatros
Realtor/Builder

612-221-1265

Toni Knutson
Realtor

612-221-2956

Dave Anderson
Realtor

320-249-7026

Tony Rusher
Realtor/Asst. Mgr.
763-442-3303

Julie Sell
Realtor

320-249-6983

Christine Tvedt
Realtor

320-420-3183

Nick Pangerl
Realtor

612-695-8136

Tom Nordin
Realtor

763-807-0367

Sauk Rapids Office
1310 2nd Street N

320-255-1911

Samm Humphreys
Realtor

763-482-4482

Maddi Hicks
Realtor

763-213-9934

Carole Rognstad
Realtor

612-801-1654

www.FarmersNational.com
Real Estate Sales • Auctions • Farm and Ranch Management • Insurance

Consultation • Appraisals and Valuations • Oil, Gas, and Renewable Energy Management 
Forest Resource Management • National Hunting Leases • FNC Ag Stock

L-2100294L-2100294

ONLINE AUCTIONONLINE AUCTION

For more information on property details, please contact:
Darwin Thue, AFM/Agent • Saint Augusta, Minnesota

Phone: (763) 360-9432
DThue@FarmersNational.com • www.FarmersNational.com/DarwinThue

75± Acres •  Sherburne County, Minnesota

Bidding Starts Monday, May 17, 2021 at 9:00 AMBidding Starts Monday, May 17, 2021 at 9:00 AM
Bidding closes Wednesday, May 19, 2021 at 1:00 PMBidding closes Wednesday, May 19, 2021 at 1:00 PM
To Register and Bid on this Auction, go to: www.FNCBid.com

-- Irrigated farmland with convienient access to grain markets --
-- Please note:  the 5 acre home/building site in the southwest corner is not included  --

Property Location: Property Location: Located at the corner of County Road 43
and County Road 14 in Big Lake, MN just one mile south

of the Metro Transit Northstar Line - Big Lake Station

Real Estate

Auctions
ESTATE & CONSIGNMENT AUCTION

SUNDAY, MAY 16, 2021 @ 11:00 AM
3825 Shadowood Dr. NE.Sauk Rapids,MN

Directions: St. Cloud, E. on Hwy 23 Left 0n 40th  (Follow Signs)

THIS IS A PARTIAL LISTING: view more at: 
www.midwestauctions.com/sharer
BP & MN sales tax applies. 
Keith Sharer Auction Service

320-267-1963

ANTIQUES, COLLECTIBLES, Trunk, Glassware, Stoneware, 
Jewelry, Hand corn planers, Child’s rocker, Carnival glass, Fern 
stand, Wood block planes, FURNITURE: Drop leaf table, Curio 
cabinet, End tables, Dining table & chairs,, Recliner, Flat screen TV, 
Bookshelves, Dressers, Library table, Office desk, Rockers, Glider 
rocker, Lift chair, HOUSEHOLD: Crystal, & glassware, Books, 
Kitchen appliances, Dinnerware, Electronics, Framed art & prints, 
Microwave, Linens & bedding, Crafting supplies, Holiday décor’,                
OUTDOOR & SHOP: Aluminum pontoon lift, Radial arm saw, 
Hand & power tools, Tool boxes, Lawnmowers, Snow blower, Metal 
shelving, Jointer, File cabinets

 

 

  

   

Heavy Equipment 
Auction 

Pre-Bidding Now  
Live Online Only 

Wed, May 19th - 8am 
Viewing by 

Appointment 
Jct MN Hwys 95 & 25 

Call Col Ray Henry 

Lic 5-17-011

BEAUTIFUL RAMBLER IN BECKER! 
Coming on the Market May 10th. 3 bedroom, 3 bath one owner home! 

13900 Woodland Court. Call Stan 320-219-8124  or Milissa  320-266-7413 
for information or a showing.

12390 Sherburne Ave., Becker

Lisa Senger
612.991.8620

Kathy Nelson
612.219.8644

Stan Herkenhoff
612.219.8124

Milissa Johnson 
320.266.7413

www.EdinaRealty.com

GREATER CLEAR LAKE, CLEARWATER, GREATER CLEAR LAKE, CLEARWATER, 
BECKER AND BIG LAKE AREABECKER AND BIG LAKE AREA

Call Today!
Premier 
Listing 
Specialists 
for...

• Waterfront
• Residential
• Acreage
• Hobby     
   Farms

If you’re 
thinking 

about selling 
— Don’t wait!

Ask about 
our proven 
results and 

WOW   factor 
service. 

— Splinter 
Team

Jim Splinter 
Realtor®

320-980-0560

Ron Sherwood 
Realtor®

763-442-5949

Rick Seagraves 
Realtor®

320-282-5656

Nancy Loidolt 
Realtor®

651-235-3709

Patrick Splinter
Realtor®

320-282-5656

Want to know about the current 
market? Call us today, we’d 

love to work with you!

3 BR, 3 BA home on Cedar Lake. Over 800 acres of full rec fun 
with great fishing. Spectacular sunsets! 7095 Imhoff Ave NW, 
Maple Lake. Shore boasts 195’ of hard bottom and built in fire 
pit. Near loon nesting station. Master BR has a wall of west 
facing windows with private deck. Open concept kitchen & LR 
with lg  windows facing lake. Fully finished 27x32 detached 
garage includes game room & furnace. Fully finished & heated 
16x30 bonus room with 3/4 bath above detached garage. MLS# 
5738815. $775,000. Contact Rick Seagraves 320-282-5656.

By Katherine Cantin
Staff Writer
Reporter.Katie@PatriotNewsMN.com

For the first time in a 
long while, the full Orrock 
board of supervisors attended 
the meeting in person. They 
discussed the upcoming 
audit, a website update, and 
road updates.

Website Update
Clerk Chris Weber de-

cided to update the town’s 
website to make it more us-
er-friendly. The new website 
is live now at OrrockTown-
ship.com, and can easily di-
rect visitors to permits and 
forms they may need as well 
as information about the 
township. 

The board was im-
pressed with Weber’s work, 
and unanimously agreed to 
pay her for the extra hours 
it took to put the website to-
gether.

Sheriff’s Report
Sgt. Luke McLean was 

unable to report in person 
during the meeting, and so 
sent in a brief, written sum-
mary.

“Business was at nor-
mal pre-COVID levels this 
March compared to 2020. 
2020 was lighter than normal 
due to COVID. [There was a] 
personal injury accident on 
March 12 at Co. Rd. 1 and 
Co. Rd. 4.”

Handyman Services
The board renewed their 

contract with Daryl Waletzko, 
Orrock’s Handyman. They 
increased Waletzko’s hourly 
pay to $65, a $20 increase. 
The dramatic increase is to 
compensate for not increasing 
the base pay for many years, 
and also to help Waletzko pay 
his employees. 

Audit
Orrock is overdue to 

be audited, so staff sent out 
requests for proposals to six 
accounting firms. From the 
four that responded, the fi-
nance committee decided to 
hire Schlenner Wenner for its 
services. They decided on this 
firm since it had experience 
with other townships. 

Roads
The board reviewed the 

results of the annual road 
tour. Nine potholes were 
found in the township, and 
Waletzko was asked to take 
care of them, as well as work 
on road shoulders.

The board also made a 
motion to spend up to $12,000 
for patching large cracks in 
the road. They wanted to do 
the patching now since some 
larger road projects will take 
place next year. This year’s 
budget is much lighter in 
comparison to what will be 
needed in 2022, so the board 
was happy to spend a little 
extra money now rather than 
put the project off. 

Orrock Twp. gets new website

CHECK OUT OUR 
OUTDOOR SHOWROOM
OPEN 24/7 • OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

763.441.7111  • WWW.PLAISTEDLANDSCAPESUPPLY.COM
ENJOY LIFE
OUTDOORS

SCAN TO
VIEW MAP OF
THE OUTDOOR
SHOWROOM 

Norland® Alfalfa

LOCATED EAST OF ST. CLOUD ON HWY. 23
3355 QUAIL ROAD NE  SAUK RAPIDS, MN 56379

320-252-1682  
TOLL FREE 888-276-3889

WWW.MIMBACHFLEET.COM

We’ve Got the
SEED You NEED 

at Mimbach Fleet Supply

$109.99 50 LB BAG

Horse Pasture Mix
$49.99 25 LB BAG

Hay & Pasture Mix
$99.99 50 LB BAG

We will also have a variety of 
oats & small grains. Call for 

pricing & availability.
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Big Lake Area News

Brand New Living Stream Bait Tank
Fully Stocked With Tackle
Rod & Reel Combos
Fishing & Hunting Licenses Available!

Open extended hours for 
fishing opener weekend!

Located next to Sand Dunes Food & Fuel Gas Station in Orrock
26215 184th St, Big Lake, MN 55309

Store hours: Mon. - Sat., 6 am to 9 pm; Sun., 8 am to 8 pm.

763-263-8200

NOW 
OPEN!

Monticello: 763-295-4051
St. Cloud: 320-252-0010
CentraCare.com

Enjoy freedom to live your life  
to the fullest and personalized 
care at one of our retirement 
communities. We can help you 
navigate your options.

Live your best life 

Equal Housing Opportunity

Wednesday
May 19

Serving starts @ 1pm
With all the trimmings —

All-You-Can Eat

Join us for 
our 44th 
Annual 

Smelt Fry!

By Katherine Cantin
Staff Writer
Reporter.Katie@PatriotNewsMN.com

A new bait shop, Sand Dunes Bait & 
Tackle, opened last weekend in Orrock. 
The bait shop is in the same building as the 
Sand Dunes gas station.

Jeff and Laura Jones, who own the 
Sand Dunes Food & Fuel gas station as 
well as the Sand Dunes Auto Service shop, 
have been planning to open the bait shop 
for some time, since they purchased and 
reopened the gas station last fall. The bait 
shop is located in what used to be the war 
wash section of the gas station. 

“We did most of the work our-
selves,” Jones said, on converting the 
old car wash into a shop.

The hours of the shop are 
the same as the gas station: Mon-
day-Thursday, 6 a.m. – 8 p.m.; Fri-
day, 6 a.m. – 9 p.m.; Saturday, 8 a.m. 
– 9 p.m.; and Sunday, 8 a.m. – 8 p.m. 
They may offer extended hours for 
holiday weekends and for the fishing 
opener.

Jeff Jones said they are waiting 
for some inventory to come in yet, 
but they have about 90% of what they 
hoped to offer available now. There 
are live bait tanks, as well as tackle, 
rods and reels, boat accessories, and 
fillet knives available, among other 

essential fishing equipment.
“People from the cities come to the 

[Sand Dunes] campground down the road,” 
Jeff said, “and they usually forget every-
thing.”

The gas station is now also able to fill 
any size of propane tank. They are a great 
one-stop-shop for campers and nature en-
thusiasts visiting the area. 

JEFF JONES (R) opened the Sand Dunes Bait & Tackle 
last weekend with his wife, Laura (not shown). Their son, 
Manny (L) will also be helping around the shop.  (Photo by 
Katherine Cantin.)

Sand Dunes Bait & 
Tackle opens for business

LIVE BAIT is available at the new bait shop in Orrock. (Photo by 
Katherine Cantin.)

By Katherine Cantin
Staff Writer
Reporter.Katie@PatriotNewsMN.com

During last week’s 
board meeting, the Big 
Lake Twp. supervisors 
prepared for the annual Re-
cycle Day. The annual Big 
Lake Recycle Day will take 
place next weekend, Satur-
day, May 15 at the Big Lake 
Recycling Center on 166th 
St. off of Marketplace Dr. 
(20150 166th St.) All res-
idents of Big Lake City, 
Big Lake Twp., and Orrock 
Twp. are welcome to bring 
in items for recycling, such 
as appliances, gas grills, 
exercise equipment, tube 
televisions/monitors, rear 
projection/wood console 
TVs, computers and elec-
tronics, tires, lawn mowers, 
CFL & LED bulbs, ballasts, 
propane tanks, lawn trac-
tors, snow mobiles, scrap 

metal and vehicle batteries. 
Most of these will have a 
fee for recycling, and res-
idents may pay by cash or 
check. 

The board renewed 
their recycle day vendor 
contract with Metro Ap-
pliance Recycling. The 
renewed contract will last 
five years.

Public Hearning
The board opened a 

public hearing on their in-
tent to consider a franchise, 
but, since the franchise had 
not yet provided necessary 
information to the board, 
the hearing was closed im-
mediately.

Open Forum
Two individuals spoke 

during open forum with 
questions regarding their 
own properties. The board 
agreed to remain in com-
munication with the in-

dividuals to work out the 
issues. 

Later in the meeting, 
one couple approached the 
board asking for a variance 
on a house they are build-
ing, setting it back 20 feet 
from the right of way. The 
board saw no issues with 
the request, and approved 
the variance.

Another resident 
wished to rezone their land 
from agricultural to rural 
residential, with an intent 
to divide the parcel in the 
future. The board again saw 
no issue, and sent positive 
comments about the request 
to the county.

Hiring a Handyman
The board decided to 

hire Westwood Repair Plus 
to serve as the town’s much 
needed handyman. The 
township had been looking 
to hire an individual to fill 

this role, but without much 
luck. One resident sug-
gested the township look 
into hiring Westwood Re-
pair Plus.

Supervisor Norm 
Leslie said that he used 
to tackle a lot of handy-
man-type projects himself. 
After speaking to the gen-
tleman who owns the busi-
ness, Leslie thought the hire 
was a good move for the 
township.

The board decided to 
engage Westwood Repair 
Plus on an as-needed basis, 
paying time and materials.

Big Lake Twp. prepares for Recycle Day

NEWSPAPERS HAVE 
A GREATER REACH
Although some businesses and 
advertisers believe newspapers 
are dead, as they transfer their 

efforts to digital marketing, 
newspapers continue to offer more 

reach than any other medium. 
A recent study showed that nearly 

105 million people read the 
newspaper in print or online during 
the week nationally. It also showed 
that more than 110 million adults 

read the Sunday newspaper 
as part of their routine.
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NEWSPAPERS HAVE A GREATER REACH
Although some businesses and advertisers believe newspapers are dead, as they transfer their efforts to digital 

marketing, newspapers continue to offer more reach than any other medium. A recent study showed that nearly 105 
million people read the newspaper in print or online during the week nationally. It also showed that more than 110 

million adults read the Sunday newspaper as part of their routine.

Cattle from our private stock - farm fresh. corn fed Angus Beef. Call to Place Your Order! 

BEEF SIDES 
S3391b 

Rump Roast 
Round or Cube Steak 
Sirloin Tip Steak or Roast 
Ground Beef, 80 lb. 
Chuck Blade Roast or Steak 
Chuck Arm Roast 
Prime Rib Roast or 

Rib Steak 

BEEF FRONTS 
1/4s S3391b 
Chuck Blade Roast 

or Steak 
Beef Roast Cross Rib 
Ground Beef - avg. 50 lbs. 
Short Ribs 'optional 
Soup Bone 'optional 
Stew Meat 'optional 

::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::'.:::::::::: 

Porterhouse Steak 
T-Bone Steak 
Sirloin Steak 

Short Ribs "optional 
Stew Meat 'optional 
Soup Bone "optional 

Chuck Arm Roast 
Prime Rib Roast or 

Rib Steak 

BEEF HINDS 
1/4s S3591b 
Porterhouse Steak 
T-Bone Steak 
Sirloin Steak 
Rump Roast 
Round or Cube Steak 

Sirloin Tip Steak 
or Roast 

Ground Beef, 50 lb. 
Soup Bones *optional 
Stew Meat 'optional 

We are a full service Beef 

BEEF_SPllTS 
1/2s 

S3441b 
& Pork processing plant. ':_:!II��,�-Call far details �..il! � l,..c; - � 

BEEF SIDES
$335 lb

Rump Roast
Round or Cube Steak
Sirloin Tip Steak or Roast
Ground Beef, 80lb.
Chuck Blade Roast or Steak
Prime Rib Roast or Rib Steak
Short Ribs *optional
Stew Meat *optional
Soup Bone *OptionalPorterhouse Steak

T-Bone Steak
Sirloin Steak

BEEF FRONTS
$335 lb

Chuck Blade Roast or Steak
Chuck Aim Roast
Prime Rib Roast or Rib Steak

1/4s
Beef Roast Cross Rib
Ground Beef, avg. 50lbs.
Short Ribs *optional
Soup Bone *optional
Stew Meat *optional

BEEF HINDS
$355 lb

Porterhouse Steak
T-Bone Steak
Sirloin Steak
Rump Roast
Round or Cube Steak

1/4s
Sirloin Tip Steak or Roast
Ground Beef, avg. 50lbs.
Short Ribs *optional
Soup Bone *optional
Stew Meat *optional

SPLIT SIDES 
OF BEEF

$350 lb1/2s
Full service Beef & Pork
Custom processing done 
on site. Call for details.

Cattle from our private stock 
- fram fresh, corn-fed Angus 
Beef. Call to place your order!

BBQ Hogs for Sale! Please order one week in advance.
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Garage Doors • Garage Door Service 
& Repairs • Garage Screen Doors 

• Garage Door Openers & Accessories

www.americandoorworks.com • 320-253-1310

Central MN leading provider of residential and 
commercial overhead doors and openers since 1972. 

Enhance the style and security of your home.

County News

Attorneys

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

763-262-2889

www.jeddelohsnyder.com

• Family Law
• Real Estate
• Business Planning
• Business Litigation
• Wills & Trusts
• Estate Planning
• Guardianships

101 Jefferson Blvd.
Big Lake

BUSINESS & 
PROFESSIONAL 

SERVICES  DIRECTORY

935 Clearwater Professional Building
((332200))  555588--22220011

Tues: 10:30 - 6:30 • Wed., Fri.: 8:30 - 4:30
ALSO: 1500 Northway Drive, St. Cloud

Member of American
Academy of Dental

Group Practice

“A Reason to
Smile!”

Jeff Flemming, DDS
Brent Deragisch, DDS

Dental

SOD
BECKER SOD
• Premium Kentucky Bluegrass

• Delivered, Installed or Pickup
CONVENIENT SELF-SERVE

AT END OF DRIVEWAY
7162 165th Ave. SE, Becker
1 (763) 261-5363 or 
call 1-800-677-9356

www.beckersod.com

Sod

Serving the Metro &
Surrounding Areas Since 1967

www.c-sblacktopping.com
Major Credit Cards accepted 

FREE ESTIMATES
aa  ““ggrreeeenn””  ppaavviinngg  ccoonnttrraaccttoorr

RESIDENTIAL COMMERCIAL
PAVING CONTRACTORS

763.428.2225

Asphalt

Quality Building Supplies 
at Affordable Prices

Since 1975

BOOK YOUR ORDER!

Call for a FREE estimate
117th Ave., Milaca

(north end of Milaca off Central Ave)

BUILDING
$PECIAL$

320-983-6304 • 1-800-818-1846

LATCHAM-LIND LUMBER &
POST FRAME BUILDINGS

218-820-7108218-820-7108

& Landscape

Forget the rest, call the BEST!

Fully Insured • Stump Removal • Shoreline 
Repair • Tree Removal • Tree Sales & Planting
Tree Health Assessment • Spikeless Climbing

Providers of General and 
Coordinated Specialty 

Dentistry

Dr. Dean Calpas
Dr. Beth Amundson

Dr. Kira Powell

763-263-7100
FAX: 763-263-7114

20460 County Road 11 NW
Big Lake, MN 55309

www.monticellodentalcenter.com

Landscape Supplies

15920 Hwy. 10, Becker • 763-262-0871

MULCH • ROCK • BLACK DIRT • SAND
We can load or delivery available!
Open to the public 
Mon. - Fri., 8am to 5pm 
and Sat., 8am to noon

may 15, 2021, 9am-1pm
NEW LOCATION!

Northern Metals Recycling • 12432 Energy Drive, Becker

City of Becker/Becker Township ONLY

recycle DaySaturday

CALL SARAH SCHAFER AT CITY OF BECKER PUBLIC WORKS 
(763) 200-4275 WITH QUESTIONS

Drop-Off for Household Waste (Paint, Chemical, Bug Sprays, etc.) will be 
at this location from 9am-1pm. Open to ALL Sherburne County residents.

* No Gas Refrigerators (RV’s Campers) * Remove all Oil & Gas from items

RECYCLE DAY EVENT CHANGES:
Due to the closing of GRE (Great River Energy), and their ability to no longer accept 
MSW (Municipal Solid Waste) – common household garbage, the City of Becker will 

no longer be able to take any garbage. Only items listed will be accepted.

ITEMS ACCEPTED                                                                FEE SCHEDULE
Monitor ..........................................................................................$15.00
Computer Tower ...........................................................................$20.00
Computer System (Monitor, Tower, Printer, Keyboard)...............$45.00
Printers (Residential Only) .............................................................$20.00
24 inch & Smaller Television ........................................................$20.00
27 inch and up to 39 inch Television ...........................................$40.00
40 inch and Larger ........................................................................$60.00
Appliances (Microwave, Washer, Dryer, Refrig, Stove ..................$25.00/ea                             
Furnace, Water Heater, (De)Humidifier, Dishwasher .................$20.00/ea
Small Appliances (Radios, Vacuums, Toasters, DVD) ...................$5.00/ea
Air Conditioner/Office Equipment ..............................................$25.00/ea
Mattress (Mattress, Box Spring) ....................................................$30.00/ea
Passenger Tire (Off Rim) ..............................................................$4.00 ea
Passenger or Pickup Truck Tire (on Rim) .....................................$7.00/$10.00  
Commercial Truck Tire (on Rim) ...................................................$15.00/$17.00
Tractor Tire/Tractor Tire (on Rim) ................................................$30.00/$40.00/ea  
Auto Batteries ...............................................................................$3.00/ea
Fluorescent Bulbs .........................................................................$2.00/ea
Ballast/per Ballast .........................................................................$5.00/ea
LP Tanks ........................................................................................$5.00/ea
Scrap Metal ............................................................................. No Charge
Used Oil .........................................................................................No Charge
Household Batteries, Eyeglasses, Printer Cartridges ..............No Charge  
Cell Phones, Hearing Aids ....................................................No Charge
Paper Shredding (any amount) ............................................$5.00

Submitted Article

(Editor’s Note: The 
following article was com-
prised from the Wright 
County website).

The Wright County 
Compost and Recycling 
Facility will be establishing 
2021 spring, summer and 
fall hours beginning Tues-
day, May 4 and running 
through Tuesday, Nov. 23.

The hours available for 
public drop-off of house-
hold hazardous waste, 
problem materials (elec-
tronics, appliances, used 
tires, etc.), recyclables and 
scrap metal will continue 
to be expanded from 9 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. on Tuesdays, the 
original 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Thursday open hours and 
now the second and third 
Saturday of the month from 
8 a.m. to noon.

Appointments to drop 
off materials can be made 
online at www.co.wright.
mn.us/162/Compost-Recy-
cling-Facility. 

To see the list of fees 
for specific drop-off items, 
go here: www.co.wright.
m n . u s / D o c u m e n t C e n -
ter/View/7394/Materi-
als-and-Fees-2?bidId=.

Compost 
and 

Recycling 
Facility 

Announces 
Seasonal 

Hours

Submitted Article

(Editor’s Note: The 
following article was sub-
mitted by the Sherburne 
National Wildlife Refuge).

Ready to get outside, 
enjoy the spring weather 
and learn about birds? Join 
us in celebrating World 
Migratory Bird Day, and 
venture out to Sherburne 
Refuge’s Oak Savanna 
Learning Center Trails on 
Saturday, May 15. From 
10 am to 2 pm, two short 
trail loops will have a story 
or signage to keep you en-
gaged at your own pace – 
whether you walk, skip or 
ride in a stroller. This free 
event is open to everyone 
and is geared towards be-
ginning birders and fami-
lies with young kids.

Staff will be onsite to 
answer questions, hand out 
bird checklists and check 
out binoculars. The 0.35-
mile Overlook Loop will 
have signage throughout 
that provide tips for how to 
identify birds, along with 
some birds to keep an eye 
out for. Along the 0.45-mile 
Beaver Lodge Loop, pages 
of the storybook Stellaluna 
will take you through the 
adventures of a young bat 
growing up with a group 
of birds. Looking for an 
extended outing? One can 
use new-found birding tips 
while spending some time 
on the 7.3-mile Prairie’s 
Edge Wildlife Drive.

This self-guided out-
door event will be held at 
the Oak Savanna Learn-
ing Center at 16797 289th 
Ave NW in Zimmerman. 
Flush restrooms, including 
baby changing stations, 
are located onsite. Please 
note that the Oak Savanna 
Learning Center facility 
will not be open.

The Refuge recom-
mends one bring walking 
shoes, water and/or snacks. 
To allow for an enjoyable 
and safe time, and to com-
ply with refuge regulations, 
face masks are required 
when social distancing be-
tween members of separate 
households cannot be main-
tained.

For more information 
call/text 763-260-3078, 
email alaina_larkin@fws.
gov or visit the website at 
fws.gov/refuge/sherburne.

Take a 
stroll at 
Sherburne 
National 
Wildlife 
Refuge

Call or email for FREE, no obligation Info on 
our numerous design & color options
414 Lincoln Avenue NE, St. Cloud, MN

888-778-9268
sales@greatrivergranite.com • www.greatrivergranite.com

Monuments & Markers

Memories

Shared

Honored

Forever

763.275.0275
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Area News

By Mark Kolbinger
Contributing Writer

The Sherburne County 
Board of Commission-
ers met Tuesday morning, 
receiving several agency 
updates, as well as recog-
nizing the formation of 
a Mental Health Action 
Team.  However, the big-
gest news of the morning 
came on a 3-2 vote as the 
commissioners narrowly 
approved a recommenda-
tion to change the zoning 
ordinance regarding the 
representation on the Board 
of Adjustment.

Currently, several 
township elected officials 
serve on the seven per-
son Board of Adjustment, 
which according to the 
county’s website, meets 
monthly to “review vari-
ance applications and other 
appeals to administrative 
decisions made by the Zon-
ing Administrator relating 
to the Zoning Ordinance.”

For several months, 
the commissioners have 
been debating the idea to 
involve more citizens in 
government by prohibiting 
township elected officials 
from serving on the board.  
The change has been met 
with some resistance from 
local elected officials who 
wish to continue serving 
on the board, with the com-
missioners and supervisors 
having even held a meeting 
to discuss the concept.

At Tuesday’s meeting, 
Planning & Zoning Ad-
ministrator Nancy Riddle 
presented the ordinance 
with updated language that 
would prohibit the elected 
officials from serving un-
less “the Board of Commis-
sioners finds that there is a 
lack of qualified and desir-
able applicants following 
advertisement and solici-
tation for a vacancy on the 

Board of Adjustment . . . “
Other proposed lan-

guage would limit members 
of the Board of Adjustment 
to two, three-year terms and 
would also seek to “ensure 
geographic diversity when 
making appointments to 
the Board of Adjustment so 
that at least one but no more 
than two members of the 
Board of Adjustment reside 
in any single Commis-
sioner District.”

The final proposed 
change would require 
one, instead of current 
two, Planning Commis-
sion member to serve 
on Board of Adjust-
ment.

Commissioner Tim 
Dolan spoke in favor 
of the new language, 
noting that there had 
been much discussion 
at workshops and meet-
ings, where everyone’s 
input was taken into 
account to try and find 
a workable solution for 
the “greater good” of 
the county.

However, Commis-
sioner Felix Schmiesing 
noted that he had concerns 
with the proposal that he 
had been communicating 
all throughout the process 
and he planned to vote 
against the recommended 
language.  

“I believe that the Plan-
ning Commission should 
be weighing in on it,” 
Schmiesing said.  

Commissioner Lisa 
Fobbe also expressed her 
concerns with the changes, 
noting her discomfort with 
the process used to get to 
the decision.

“I’ve said all along 
that I don’t disagree with 
the goals [of the changes],” 
Fobbe said.  “What is possi-
bly even more important is 
the process . . . that’s been 
difficult and challenging.”

Board Chair Raeanne 
Danielowski then shared 
her opinion, stating that 
she was supportive of the 
change because it would 
open government up to 
more citizen involvement.  
She noted that the new 
language “leaves the door 
open, if we are not success-
ful in getting those citizens 
involved, then we have the 

supervisors to fall back on.”
With discussion fin-

ished, Schmiesing re-
quested a roll call vote 
to ensure that each Com-
missioner’s position was 
clearly noted in the minutes.  
The motion to approve the 
recommendations passed 
with Dolan, Danielowski 
and Barbara Burandt voting 
“aye” and Schmiesing and 
Fobbe voting “naye”.

With the approval, the 
proposed change to the or-
dinance now moves to the 
Planning Commission for a 
public hearing as required 
by state statute.  That group 
may elect to make recom-
mendations to the County 
Board, but does not have 
the authority to accept or 
reject the proposal.

Mental Health
The board had a pair 

of agenda items dealing 

with mental health, the first 
one being the adoption of 
a proclamation to desig-
nate May as Mental Health 
Month.

Victoria Johannes, Su-
pervisor of the Behavioral 
Health and Protection Unit, 
shared a good deal of in-
formation regarding HHS 
efforts in the areas of pre-
vention and case manage-

ment.
She noted 

that one in four 
people each year 
will be affected 
with a mental 
health issue and 
also brought at-
tention to the bil-
lions in dollars of 
costs associated 
with untreated 
conditions.  In 
just the past 
month, HHS has 
worked with 25 
clients who were 
evaluated in the 
ER or admitted 
for inpatient ser-

vices.  Out of the 14 case 
managers in Sherburne 
County, six have lost a cli-
ent to suicide, leading to 
a high rate of secondary 
trauma among staff.

Staff also shared a pair 
of success stories, high-
lighting both an adult and 
a child who have utilized 
HHS case management 
and achieved an excellent 
outcome in their personal 
lives.

Amanda Larson, HHS 
Director, next presented 
information about Sher-
burne’s MAT or Mental 
Health Action Team.  The 
initiative brings together 
several key staff, includ-
ing J. Hancuch of Commu-
nity Corrections, Attorney 
Kathleen Heaney and Sher-
iff Joel Brott to create a 
more intensive partnership 
for focusing on prevention 

with the county’s “high 
system utilizers,” or people 
who have frequent contact 
across the departments.

Because of data pri-
vacy laws, departments are 
not allowed to share infor-
mation with each other un-
less there is a signed release 
of information and securing 
this document is one of the 
key elements to the new ini-
tiative.

Heaney explained to 
the board that in the past 
year, there has been a 24% 
increase in the number of 
civil commitments in the 
county and she believes 
the MAT will help to “give 
people the tools they need 
to live constructive lives in 
our community.”

In Other Business, 
The Board:
• Heard from Admin-

istrator Bruce Messelt that 
for the 27th year in a row, 
the county received the 
Government Finance Of-
ficers of America award 
for Distinguished Com-
prehensive Annual Finan-
cial Reporting.  The award 
commends Diane Arnold 
and her staff for excellence 
in auditing records and fi-
nancial documentation;

• Listened to Greg Rid-
derbusch give an update on 
Connexus Energy and their 
efforts at innovation and re-
liability in electricity;

• Received an update 
from Barb Chaffee, Cen-
tral Minnesota Jobs and 
Training Services, about 
the organization’s ongoing 
efforts in helping dislocated 
and unemployed workers;

• Approved an IUP for 
Mining for Merlin Vale-
rius;

• Approved an IUP 
for a Contractor’s Yard for 
Ryan Boogren;

• Approved a Final 
Simple Plat of Schumacher 
Acres-Cantlin Lake Prop-

erties;
• Adopted a resolution 

for the reclassification of an 
Office Assistant to Admin-
istrative Assistant I in the 
Assessor’s Office to allow 
for cross-training of em-
ployees;

• Approved a response 
letter to the Elk River Land-
fill regarding certificate of 
need for Cell 20 in the area 
of Solid Waste;

• Granted permission 
to Public Works Director 
Andrew Witter to issue 
special hauling permits for 
road construction materi-
als, as this will help to keep 
the wear and tear on county 
roads to a minimum.  In an-
other motion, the board ap-
proved the reappointment 
of Witter to another 4 year 
term as County Engineer;

• Heard from staffer 
Nicole Ruhoff regarding 
the county’s ongoing pan-
demic response.  A week 
ago, Sherburne County had 
the state’s highest 14 day 
average of covid positive 
infections per capita, but 
this week Sherburne moved 
to third;

• Heard from Assistant 
Administrator Dan Weber 
that the ARPA financial 
guidance has again been 
delayed and he hopes to 
receive it next week so the 
county can begin planning 
for their Federal aid;

• Learned that the 
broadband survey will kick 
off soon and the board en-
courages all residents and 
businesses to participate in 
order for the county to have 
accurate data that will help 
identify gaps in coverage, 
as well as opportunities to 
bring high speed internet 
access to all residents.

Sherburne split in recommending 
changes to Board of Adjustment

By Katherine Cantin
Staff Writer
Reporter.Katie@PatriotNewsMN.com

The Becker High 
School and Middle School 
Drama clubs will get the 
opportunity to hold their 
annual musicals after all! 
Outdoor performances of 
You’re a Good Man, Char-
lie Brown (for the High 
School) and Pirates of 
Penzance (for the middle 
school) will take place next 
weekend.

COVID-19 
Restrictions
It wasn’t certain 

whether the drama club 
would get a chance to hold 
its annual musical, which 
usually takes place in De-
cember or November. 
With COVID-19, the club 
was unable to hold a per-
formance inside the PAC, 
though they were able to 
hold an outdoor perfor-
mance. Without being able 
to hold the performance 
indoors, there was no time 
to prepare for a long musi-
cal before the weather was 
too cold. Instead, the High 
School Drama Club opted 
for a short play in Octo-
ber, 10 Ways to Survive the 
Zombie Apocalypse.

Attitude of Gratitude
With COVID-19 cases 

in the county down, and 
warm spring weather on 
the way, the teen actors are 
glad for a second chance 
at their musical, especially 
those who are graduating at 
the end of the month.

“It’s great to do this in 
senior year and have these 
connections,” said Tucker 
Schmoll, who will be play-
ing Charlie Brown.

“It’s great to be around 
everyone else,” agreed 
Nick Roehl, cast as Pig Pen.

“And we are so blessed 

to have directors and tech 
crew building sets for an 
outdoor performance like 
no other!” said Kaelyn 
Lombard, playing Violet.

Performances
Performances  o f 

You’re a Good Man, Char-
lie Brown will take place 
in the lot behind the PAC 
on: Thursday, May 13, at 
7:30 p.m.; Friday, May 14, 
at 7:30 p.m.; and Satur-
day, May 15, at 2:30 p.m. 
and 7:30 p.m.. Patrons are 
asked to bring their own 
lawn chairs or blankets to 
sit on for the performance. 
Tickets are available to pur-
chase at www.Becker.k12.
mn.us/community-educa-
tion/musical-information.

Performances of Pi-
rates of Penzance will take 
place on the same dates, at 
earlier times. Thursday and 
Friday performances will 
start at 5 p.m., and Satur-
day’s performances will be 
at noon and 5 p.m. Tickets 
for the middle school’s per-
formance are also available 
at the link above.

BECKER DRAMA STUDENTS practiced their lines and blocking during the beautiful weather last week. From left to right is director Joe Rand, Aria Webster (Lucy), 
Connor Shafer (Linus), and Austin Clemen (Schroeder).  (Photo by Katherine Cantin.)

Becker Drama students to hold outdoor musicals



Submitted Article

(Editor’s Note: The fol-
lowing article was submitted 
by the Catholic Charities or-
ganization).

Catholic Charities Se-
nior Dining has organized 
frozen meal distribution 
pop-up locations for the 
month of May across Central 
Minnesota, with meals for 
seniors age 60 and over avail-
able at 26 locations, including 
Albany, Askov, Big Lake, 
Brainerd, Browerville, Deer-
wood, Foley, Hinckley, Little 
Falls, Milaca, Mora, North 
Branch, Ogilvie, Paynesville, 
Pierz, Pillager, Rush City, St. 
Cloud, St. Joseph, Sandstone, 
Sartell, Staples and Wadena.

• Albany: Monday, May 
3, 1 to 2 pm — Pondview 
Estates, 334 Golfview Dr, 
Albany, MN 56307;

• Ogilvie: Tuesday, May 
4, 11 am to 12 pm — Ogil-
vie Museum, 102 N Hill Ave, 
Ogilvie, MN 56358;

• Mora: Tuesday, May 
4, 12 to 1 pm — First Pres-
byterian Church, 551 S Wood 
St, Mora, MN 55051;

• Brainerd: Thursday, 
May 6, 11 am to 1 pm — 
Brainerd Lakes Salvation 
Army, 208 S 5th St, Brainerd, 
MN 56401;

• Wadena: Thursday, 
May 6, 1 to 2 pm — Imman-
uel Lutheran Church, 403 2nd 
St SE, Wadena, MN 56482;

• Hinckley: Friday, May 
7, 10 to 11:30 am — Hinck-
ley Community Center, 102 
Dunn Ave N, Hinckley, MN 
55037;

• North Branch: Sat-
urday, May 8, 9:30 to 11:30 
am — Ruby’s Pantry, 4359 
392nd St, North Branch, MN 
55056;

• Foley: Monday, May 
10, 11 am to 1 pm — Foley 
Area CARE, 321 6th Ave, 
Foley, MN 56329;

• St. Cloud: Monday, 
May 10, 11 am to 1 pm — 
First Presbyterian Church, 
340 5th Ave S, St. Cloud, MN 
56301;

• St. Cloud: Tuesday, 
May 11, 1 to 3 pm — Catho-
lic Charities Emergency Ser-
vices, 157 Roosevelt Rd, St. 
Cloud, MN 56301;

• Sartell: Wednesday, 
May 12, 9:30 to 11 am — 
Sartell Community Center, 
850 19th St S, Sartell, MN 
56377;

• Pillager: Thursday, 
May 13, 12 to 4 pm — Pil-
lager Area Family Center, 
305 Fir Ave, Pillager, MN 
56473;

• Milaca: Thursday, 
May 13, 2 to 3:30 pm — Alli-
ance Church, 12543 MN-23, 
Milaca, MN 56353;

• Little Falls: Friday, 
May 14, 10 to 11 am — Lit-
tle Falls Senior Center, 510 
7th St NE, Little Falls, MN 
56345;

• Deerwood: Monday, 
May 17, 11 am to 12:30 pm 
— Deerwood Auditorium 
(parking lot), 23770 Forest 
Rd, Deerwood, MN 56444;

• Askov: Tuesday, May 
18, 1 to 2:30 pm — Askov 
Community Center, 6369 
Kobmagergade, Askov, MN 
55704;

• Browerville: Wednes-
day, May 19, 10 to 11:30 am 
— Browerville Area Food 
Shelf, 704 N Main St, Brow-
erville, MN 56438;

• Rush City: Thurs-
day, May 20, 10 to 11:30 
am — Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church, 425 S Frandsen Ave, 
Rush City, MN 55069;

• Sandstone: Thursday, 
May 20, 1 to 2:30 pm — Pine 
Habilitation and Supported 
Employment, Inc. (PHASE), 
106 Main St, Sandstone, MN 
55072;

• Staples: Thursday, 
May 20, 2 to 4 pm — Lake-
wood Health System (Senior 
Campus by gazebo), 401 
Prairie Ave NE, Staples, MN 
56479;

• Sartell: Monday, May 
24, 8 to 10:30 am — Celebra-
tion Lutheran Church, 1500 
Pine Cone Rd N, Sartell, MN 
56377;

• Big Lake: Monday, 
May 24, 10 am to 12 pm — 
Old National Bank (parking 
lot), 19943 County Rd 43, 
Big Lake, MN 55309;

• St. Cloud: Tuesday, 
May 25, 1 to 3 pm — Catho-
lic Charities Emergency Ser-
vices, 157 Roosevelt Rd, St. 
Cloud, MN 56301;

• Paynesville: Wednes-

day, May 26, 1 to 2:30 pm 
— Green Roof Area Center, 
1105 W Main St, Paynesville, 
MN 56362;

• St. Joseph: Thursday, 
May 27, 10:30 am to 12 pm 
— Resurrection Lutheran 
Church, 610 Co Rd 2, St. Jo-
seph, MN 56374;

• Pierz: Friday, May 
28, 10 am to 12 pm — Fel-
lowship Bible Church, 12876 
MN-25, Pierz, MN 56364.

The Senior Dining Fro-
zen Meal Expansion Project 
started in August 2020 and 
additional pop-up locations 
are continually being added. 
At the time of this writing, 
26 locations for the month of 
May are currently scheduled. 

Visit ccstcloud.org/
events for the most up-to-date 
information. The project is 
partially funded under a con-
tract with the Central Minne-
sota Council on Aging as part 
of the Older Americans Act.

These healthy and nutri-
tious frozen meals meet one-
third of the recommended 
daily allowance for seniors, 
and are packaged in oven-safe 
containers that are easy to 
heat and eat in both conven-
tional and microwave ovens. 
Meals are available in quan-
tities of 10 and up to 30 per 
calendar month. Participants 
must be 60 years of age and 
older to be eligible, and all cli-
ents must complete an annual 
registration form. There is no 
cost to participate; however, 
donations will be accepted. 

Catholic Charities 
Receives Minnesota 
DHS Circle of 
Excellence Award
In November 2020, 

Catholic Charities was 
awarded the Minnesota De-
partment of Human Services 
Circle of Excellence award, 
which recognizes six orga-
nizations that have partnered 
with DHS and done an exem-
plary job of providing food, 
shelter and other assistance to 
Minnesotans in need.

The award recognizes 
that Catholic Charities —
specifically, its Senior Dining 
program—has had to change 
its model for providing low-
cost nutritious meal options 
for older adults in Central 

Minnesota during the pan-
demic. By incorporating fro-
zen foods, developing pop-up 
sites and partnering with food 
shelves, including Catholic 
Charities Emergency Ser-
vices Food Shelf, the Senior 
Dining program more than 
tripled its capacity and has 
been able to prepare and de-
liver about 91,000 meals per 
month, up from 26,000 meals 
a month the previous year.

About Catholic 
Charities Senior 
Dining
Catholic Charities Se-

nior Dining sites have been 
providing seniors with food 
during the COVID-19 pan-
demic with modified quaran-
tine practices. Recognizing 
that seniors who live in rural 
communities have limited 
opportunities for food sup-
port, Catholic Charities Se-
nior Dining is partnering with 
several Central Minnesota 
locations to offer our frozen 
meals to pick up in a no-con-
tact, drive-through format.

Catholic Charities Senior 
Dining, a program of Catho-
lic Charities of the Diocese of 
St. Cloud, has been providing 
low-cost meal options for 
seniors 60 and older in Cen-
tral Minnesota for more than 
55 years. The program cur-
rently has senior dining sites 
located across nine counties 
throughout the Central Min-
nesota region, offering meals 
for takeout, pickup and home 
delivery. 

To see a list of Catholic 
Charities Senior Dining site 
locations by county, visit the 
Senior Dining section at ccst-
cloud.org/program-status.

Council member Ste-
fany Janish asked the rest of 
the council about the bene-
fits of the project, wonder-
ing outloud what the city’s 
return on investment would 
be in exchange for helping 
with the project.  

Mayor Goenner noted 
that the field itself is highly 
rated and with a few more 
improvements, could help 
to attract more fans and 
people to the city for atten-
dance at games and possible 
tournaments.  He stressed 
that it would be a continu-
ation of the improvements 
already made at the park, 
including the pavilion.

Roberts had questions 
about if the Clear Lake 
Lakers offered concessions 
at the games and if there 
could be a partnership be-
tween the team and busi-
nesses such as McDonalds 
Meats to help raise some of 
the funds needed.

Janish agreed, saying 
she supports either doing 
nothing or going all in on 
the improvements, but 
would like to see a con-
certed effort from the team 
itself to participate in the 
project.

Goenner mentioned 
that he plans to approach 
the Clear Lake Lions to see 
if they would be willing to 
be a partner in the improve-
ments and also reminded 
council that the electrical 
infrastructure already exists 
in the park, thereby greatly 
reducing the costs associ-
ated with adding lights.

City Engineer Keith 
Yapp spoke about poten-
tial costs for the lights and 
will coordinate with Pub-
lic Works Director Dustin 
Luhning to obtain quotes 
for the work.

Parks/Signs
In parks related news, 

Mechtel shared a picture 
with council of the new 
play structure that was or-
dered and will be installed 
at the Hunter Lake Bluffs 
development.

In addition, she shared 

that Luhning (who was 
absent from the meeting) 
had obtained quotes for the 
signs that could be placed 
on Highways 10 and 24 
prohibiting dynamic brak-
ing within the city limits.  
Each sign would cost just 
$25 so council approved 
the purchase and Goenner 
will work with MN Dot 
regarding the installation 
options.

ARPA
Yapp reported to coun-

cil regarding the city’s ex-
pected $80,000 in ARPA 
funding it will receive later 
this year.  Final guidelines 
on eligible expenses will 
be released in the coming 
weeks, but he noted that 
Water/Sewer infrastructure 
is specifically mentioned 
as a covered cost.  Coun-
cil held a brief discussion 
about potential uses for the 
funds, and asked Yapp to 
keep them updated in the 
future once more informa-
tion becomes available.

In Other Business, 
The Council:
• Approved Mechtel’s 

quarter one financial re-
ports;

• Discussed adding a 
fire hydrant or fire depart-
ment fill station to existing 
well #1.

The council’s next 
meeting will be held at 7 
p.m. on June 7.
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Area News

Watch out 
Mister 
Longbeard

YOUNG PALMER TURKEY 
ENTHUSIAST OWEN KOZAK was 
all smiles during turkey hunting 
season. Owen’s parents are Cas-
sie and Brandon Kozak. Brandon 
is an avid hunter as time permits 
with his duties on the family farm 
near Palmer and fatherly duties. 
(Submitted Photo).

Shannon Marklowitz said it was important to have everyone nearby and able to come 
over for family dinners every week, especially when they lost one of their sons to mental 
illness several years ago. 

The Marklowitz family uses their farm to grow hops for local breweries, and also to 
allow families to come and let their kids learn about agriculture and animal husbandry. 
They offer day camps for kids and family visits by appointment. More information is 
available at their website, RFDoeringFarms.com.

MOTHER from page 1 ROBERTS from page 1

Submitted Article

(Editor’s Note: The follow-
ing article was submitted to the 
Patriot by Chip Sauers).

Area young people ages 
8-17 will have a chance to take 
to the skies Saturday, May 15, as 
Experimental Aircraft Associa-
tion (EAA) Chapter 551 hosts a 
Young Eagles Flight Rally at the 
St. Cloud Regional Airport.  

The rally is part of the EAA 
Young Eagles Program, created 
to interest young people in avi-
ation.  Since the program was 
launched in 1992, Volunteer 
EAA pilots have flown more 
than two million young peo-
ple who reside in more than 90 

countries.
“Free airplane rides are just 

part of the Flight Rally,” said 
Chip Sauers, spokesman for the 
event.  “We hope to build one-
to-one relationships between pi-
lots and young people, giving a 
new generation a chance to learn 
more about the possibilities that 
exist in the world of aviation.”

Pilots at the event will also 
explain more about their air-
planes allowing young people 
to discover how airplanes work 
and how pilots ensure safety is 
the prime concern before every 
flight.

Following the flight, each 
young person will receive a cer-
tificate making them an official 

Young Eagle.  Their name will 
then be entered into the “World’s 
Largest Logbook,” which is on 
permanent display at the EAA 
Air Adventure Museum in Os-
hkosh, WI.  The Logbook is 
also accessible on the Internet at 
www.youngeagles.org.  

In addition to the Certifi-
cate, the new Young Eagle will 
be given a Logbook with an 
access code for a complete free 
online Flight Training course of-
fered by Sporty’s.

Along with flight rallies, 
EAA members also fly Young 
Eagles on an individual basis.  
Each pilot volunteers their time 
and aircraft so the flights can be 
provided free of charge for inter-

ested young people.
Additional information 

about EAA and the EAA Young 
Eagles program is available on 
the Internet.  Access to EAA’s 
Home Page is available at www.
eaa.org.  The Young Eagles web 
page is www.youngeagles.org. 

Those who would like to 
attend the Young Eagles Rally 
Saturday, May 15 are asked 
pre-register online at youngea-
glesday.org.  There are a max-
imum of 60 spaces available. 
Please arrive on time or your 
space could be lost. For ques-
tions or large groups for the May 
15 Rally, contact Chip Sauers at 
320-248-8384.

Young Eagles flight rally set for Saturday

FREE AIRPLANE RIDES for kids aged 8-17 are being offered at Saturday’s 
Young Eagles Flight Rally in St. Cloud. (Submitted Photo)

Catholic Charities providing curbside distribution in MayBecker FD adding 
to department

CONGRATULATIONS TO BECKER’S NEWEST MEMBER of the Becker Fire De-
partment! Michael Holtslander traded in his yellow hat for black !! (Submitted 
Photo)

We have a winner!

DIANE EISENSCHENK OF CLEARWATER was the Patriot Newspaper’s basket 
raffle winner and she stopped by the office to gather her prize. The basket included 
Caribou flavored coffees, flavored creamers, Patriot coffee mugs and Patriot can 
koozies. (Photo by Mary Nehring).



NEWSPAPERS ARE 
PREFERRED BY 

AFFLUENT AUDIENCES
Did you know that newspapers are the 
preferred choice for affluent audiences 

to get information?

Participants of a recent study were 
asked which media platforms they 

remembered seeing ads in in the past 
month and how they reacted to them. 

Despite all the attention that digital 
media receives, wealthy participants 
were far more likely to use printed 
newspapers than any other media 
channel. This was followed only by 

online newspapers.
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Live-On-Site Caretaker
rent-free 2-br unit

Westwood Village Apartments (32 units) are 
searching for live-on-site caretaker(s). Duties 
include cleaning of common areas, unit turns 

and shoveling and snow blowing of sidewalks; 
approximately 13 hours per week. Compensation 

is a rent-free 2-BR unit. Qualified applicant(s) 
must pass a background check, drug test and be 

income qualified (1 person $34,140 and 2 persons 
$39,000).

Qualifications include high school diploma, 
preferred on-site caretaker experience and 

steady work history. For full job description go 
to www.stcloudhra.com

Applications will be accepted until the position has 
been filled. Applications/resumes may be faxed 

320-252-0889 or emailed to lreis@stcloudhra.com, 
dropped off in the drop box or mailed to 

St. Cloud HRA, 
1225 W. St. Germain, 
St. Cloud, MN 56301

STOP IN FOR AN APPLICATION TODAY!

Now Hiring

320-558-6565 
925 Shorty Street

Clearwater, MN 55320

CHROME STORE SALES ATTENDANT
Full Time/Part Time available

Duties include: stocking shelves, looking up parts for custom-
ers, inventory control of online and physical stores. No experi-
ence needed, but knowledge in semi truck accessories a plus.

EOE

NOW HIRING
•• RESTAURANT/

FOOD COURT SUPERVISORS FT & PT 
Flexible Scheduling 

• FOOD COURT MANAGER – FT
Flexible Scheduling 

· SANDWICH & PIZZA CREATORS –  FT/PT
M-F Days - or evenings & weekends

· OVERNIGHT CASHIERS – FT & PT

Days or evenings & weekends

· CATERING ASSISTANTS – PT
Flexible Schedule

Employees enjoy benefits of food, gas, and gift shop discounts. 
We also offer options of medical, dental, company matching 401K, 

and paid time off. Come join a great team!

Candidates can apply in-person or online 
stacis@clearwatertravelplaza.com 
www.clearwatertravelplaza.com

320-558-2261

I-94 & Hwy 24, Clearwater, MN

· BAKERY PRODUCTION – PT & FT

· WEEKEND CUSTODIAN – PT

· DISHWASHERS – FT & PTNOW HIRING
•• RESTAURANT/

FOOD COURT SUPERVISORS FT & PT 
Flexible Scheduling 

• FOOD COURT MANAGER – FT
Flexible Scheduling 

· SANDWICH & PIZZA CREATORS –  FT/PT
M-F Days - or evenings & weekends

· OVERNIGHT CASHIERS – FT & PT

Days or evenings & weekends

· CATERING ASSISTANTS – PT
Flexible Schedule

Employees enjoy benefits of food, gas, and gift shop discounts. 
We also offer options of medical, dental, company matching 401K, 

and paid time off. Come join a great team!

Candidates can apply in-person or online 
stacis@clearwatertravelplaza.com 
www.clearwatertravelplaza.com

320-558-2261

I-94 & Hwy 24, Clearwater, MN

· BAKERY PRODUCTION – PT & FT

· WEEKEND CUSTODIAN – PT

· DISHWASHERS – FT & PT

• M-F Day Food Court Cashiers
• Cook • Dishwashers
• Restaurant Day Hosts

• Custodians • PT Caterers
• PT Restaurant/Food Court Supervisor

• Bakery production

SSEEAASSOONNAALL  WWOORRKKEERRSS
For PT Custodial/Groundskeeping at Otsego

and Bertram Parks in Wright County. Contact
Green View at 651-639-1913.
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CAREER OPPORTUNITIES 

 Direct Support Staff 
 Operations Program Director 
 Mental Health Specialist 
 Mental Health Program Director 

 
Dungarvin has Residential Homes across the St. Cloud Area with 
positions are available in Foley, Monticello, Clear Lake and Sauk 

Rapids! 
 

We have weekly hiring events! 
 

Not from Around here? We have opportunities across MN from Grand Rapids to 
Rochester along with 13 other states.  Visit our career page to find out more about 

positions close to you ! 

Do you desire to makes someone smile 
each day?   

Do you have a passion to engage others ?  
Are you searching for purposeful work 
with opportunities to grow within the 

company?   

Join Our Team! 
Take the first step towards enjoying your journey! 
Apply online today: www.dungarvincareers.com 

 
   
651-699-6050 
 
  www.facebook.com/dungarvin 

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES 

 Direct Support Staff 
 Operations Program Director 
 Mental Health Specialist 
 Mental Health Program Director 

 
Dungarvin has Residential Homes across the St. Cloud Area with 
positions are available in Foley, Monticello, Clear Lake and Sauk 

Rapids! 
 

We have weekly hiring events! 
 

Not from Around here? We have opportunities across MN from Grand Rapids to 
Rochester along with 13 other states.  Visit our career page to find out more about 

positions close to you ! 

Do you desire to makes someone smile 
each day?   

Do you have a passion to engage others ?  
Are you searching for purposeful work 
with opportunities to grow within the 

company?   

Join Our Team! 
Take the first step towards enjoying your journey! 
Apply online today: www.dungarvincareers.com 

 
   
651-699-6050 
 
  www.facebook.com/dungarvin 

POSITIONS START AT $14.50/HR! 
DAYS, EVES & OVERNIGHTS AVAIL.

FT AND PT!  
• Direct Support Staff 
• Mental Health Specialist 
Dungarvin provides supports in a Residential 
Group Home setting to individuals with physical 
and mental disabilities.  We have over 160 pro-
grams across MN including: Foley, St Cloud, Sauk 
Rapids, Monticello, Clear Lake and many more!! 

Join Our Team! 
Take the first step towards enjoying your journey! 
Apply online today: www.dungarvincareers.com 

651-699-6050
www.facebook.com/dungarvin

Now Hiring
Dental Lab Technician

FT & PT positions available 
NO experience necessary

On the job training – Earn MONEY as you 
learn a new career.

No nights or weekends
Apply online at NDXthoeledental.com
Or call 320-252-2070 for more details

Team members that are employed with 
NDX enjoy:
• Paid time off (Vacation, Sick and Holidays)
• Competitive wages
• 401(k) plan with company match
• Medical, dental, vision, life and disability 
   insurance
• Professional development and opportunities 
   for advancement

Options Inc. is hiring!
Supporting adults with disabilities!

We are looking to fill the following position:

Job Coach
Daytime hours M-F
Competetive Salary, Vacation.
Exceptional Benefits Including

FREE Employee Dental and Life Insurance
Apply today at: www.options-inc.org/career

Options, Inc. (EOE)

now hiring!
Malco Products, SBC, located in Annandale, MN offers you a great employment opportunity without the 
long commute. As the nation’s leading manufacturer of specialty precision hand tools for the HVAC 
industry, Malco is seeking a multi-talented individual to work in our production area. Please check out 
our website for specific production job openings at www.malcotools.com. 
• Assemblers
• Machine Tool/CNC Operators
• Punch Press Operators
• Shippers

The starting in training pay is $17.11/hour to $18.78/hour and a $1,000 sign-on bonus. Second shift re-
ceives a 6% shift differential. We offer a flexible benefits program where you can pick and choose many 
options in our plan. We are a 100% owned Employee Stock Ownership Plan (ESOP) company where all 
employees are shareholders of company stock. Along with the excellent starting wage and benefits 
program, we have a clean, safe, climate controlled working environment.

To apply, complete the online application or print and complete an application found at malcotools.com 
and mail, fax, email or deliver the application to:

MALCO PRODUCTS, SBC
Attn: Human Resources Manager
P.O. Box 400
Annandale, MN 55302-0400
Facsimile: (320) 323-4441   Email: hr@malcotools.com

Work in Central Minnesota’s 
“Heart of the Lakes” area! 

The Mechanic & Fleet Supervisor is responsible for 
developing, planning, monitoring, scheduling, and 

coordinating the operations and personnel responsible 
for the management and maintenance of the County’s 

vehicles and equipment.
Apply Online by May 9: www.sherburnejobs.com

Mechanic & Fleet Supervisor
The Mechanic & Fleet Supervisor is responsible for develop-
ing, planning, monitoring, scheduling, and coordinating the 
operations and personnel responsible for the management and 
maintenance of the County's vehicles and equipment.
Apply Online: www.sherburnejobs.com

Now Hiring!
Mechanic & Fleet

Supervisor

ADVERTISING IN 
NEWSPAPERS IS 
CONSIDERED THE 
MOST BELIEVABLE 

AND TRUSTWORTHY
Advertisements in newspapers are still 

considered more believable and trustworthy 
than any other form of media. Just think about 
all the infomercials that consumers laugh at 
because the claims made seem ridiculous 

and hard to believe. You can also consider the 
bombardment of social media ads and pop ups 
on web sites that are bothersome to the point 

that consumers install ad blockers on their web 
browsers to avoid them. Digital media has its 

advantages and purpose, but when it comes to 
seeking reliable and trustworthy information, 

print media is the preferred choice.
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Performs highway maintenance tasks in order to 
provide a safe and adequate County Highway system for 

the safety of the public traveling within Sherburne County. 
Includes aspects of maintenance, heavy 

equipment operation, construction, and sign/traffic control 
creation and installation.

Apply Online by May 9: www.sherburnejobs.com

Mechanic & Fleet Supervisor
The Mechanic & Fleet Supervisor is responsible for develop-
ing, planning, monitoring, scheduling, and coordinating the 
operations and personnel responsible for the management and 
maintenance of the County's vehicles and equipment.
Apply Online: www.sherburnejobs.com

Now Hiring!
Highway Maintenance/

Equipment Operator

POSITION AVAILABLE
The City of Becker Public Works Department is seeking a 
Full-Time Maintenance Worker within the Streets Depart-

ment.  The hiring range is $17.93 – $28.16/hour (depending 
on qualifications) plus benefits.  This position will perform 
skilled and semi-skilled work to support the maintenance 
and repair of the City’s streets, parks, utility infrastructure 
and equipment.  Participates, in various roles, in the divi-

sion’s and department’s construction projects whether per-
formed in-house or through contractors.  Serves as an active 

partner, in the City’s and department’s workplace safety 
and emergency response efforts.  This position is required 

to respond for snow removal during City snow events.  
Preference will be given to candidates that hold a valid Class 

A or B Commercial driver’s license.  Application and job 
description can be found on the City of Becker Website at 

www.ci.becker.mn.us/jobs.aspx .  Please submit applications 
to City of Becker, P.O. Box 250, Attn: Sarah Schafer, Becker, 
MN 55308 or drop off at the Public Works Department at 

11956 Gardner Street, Becker, MN 55308 or email sschafer@
ci.becker.mn.us.  Application deadline submission is 4:30 

pm on May 14, 2021. 

It’s Not About 
The Place... It’s 

About
The People!

Come join our community!  
The Good Shepherd Community in Becker is cur-
rently looking for dedicated people to join our 
team and help make a difference in the lives of 
others. 

FT DAYS HOUSEKEEPER
PT DAYS CATERING ASSISTANTS & PREP COOKS

FT & PT NURSING ASSISTANTS
Please see our website for full job description, 
benefits, and to complete an online application. 

www.goodshepherdcampus.org    eoe

NOW HIRING for Big Lake, Buffalo & 
surrounding area sites 

To apply online visit:
www.divinehouse.org or call (320) 231-2738

328 SW 5th Street, Willmar, MN 56201

Starting pay $13 and up for awake hours FT & PT with
afternoon/evening shifts. Asleep overnights $10.08/hr. Experience 

working with people with disabilities or background in medical field 
and supervisory experience helpful but not necessary. 

We believe that all people have the right to live and work in an environment 
which provides them with pride, self-respect, friendships, and the opportunity to 

achieve success while realizing that success is defined differently for everyone. We 
feel that our job is to offer friendship, security, and guidance to those we serve.

www.nahan.com/careers
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Find us at www.expresspros.com/stcloudmn

-Forklift Drivers $17 +
-Machine Oper & CNC $17+
-Print Production $17+
-Office admin $15+
-Office Manager $$
-Distribution/whse at Bluestem $14+
& More

LET 

Call 320-251-1038 to 
interview NOW

ExpressJobs App – Apply 
on your phone!

 No fees! Benefits & More – Call, click or stop in!
OPEN NEW 

DOORS FOR YOU!

Benefits, 
paid 
training!
Hiring:

Get 
your ad 

in the 
Patriot 
today! 

763.275.0275

Age 55+ workers 
needed for PT 

Custodial work at 
the St. Cloud, 
Fuller Lake 
& Enfield 

Rest Areas.  
Contact 

Green View 
651-639-1913. 

St Cloud looking for 
compassionate individuals with 

initiative & enthusiasm to work as
Direct Support Staff 
Program Manager  

Designated 
Coordinator

Immediate hire!
Variety of shifts avail!

CNA Cert Pref. 1 Year Exp 
Pref. Send inquiries:

amber@taddslighthouse.com
or call Amber @ 

612-643-5360, Ext. 1104

(Adult Foster Care &
Related Services agency)

TADD’S LIGHTHOUSE

JOIN OUR TEAM

Starting Pay 
$21 & Up!

Apply online: www.pc-hiring.com
or scan QR code below

    Excellent Benefits Package:
• Employer Paid Health Benefits 
• Employer Paid Life Insurance
• 401K Retirement Savings Plan
• Paid Time Off + 7 Paid Holidays
• High Quality Paid Uniforms

Local Deliveries home every night!
Over-the-Road Driving Positions

Now Hiring Truck Drivers!
$1,000 SIGN-ON BONUS!

ASTECH Corp. is now 
accepting applications for 

the following positions:
$2,500 sign-on bonus for 

CDL Drivers.
• CDL Drivers - 

Class A or B
• Flaggers and Laborers
• Equipment Operators

• Shop Mechanics
Travel required with 

multiple days away from 
home. Competitive pay 
with overtime and per 
diem paid. Must pass 
pre-employment drug 

screen. Must be 18 years 
or older. Must have 

driver’s license and clean 
MVR. Benefits include 

Health Insurance and 401-
k. ASTECH is an equal 
opportunity employer.
Pick up an application 
Mon-Fri 8am-4:30pm 
in our entryway: 8348 

Ridgewood Rd. St. 
Joseph, MN, 56374 or 

download an application 
from our website (as-

techmn.com) & drop it 
off, mail it, or email to: 
astechjobs@hotmail.com

Unbox Your 
Potential
FedEx Ground is NOW HIRING  
for multiple shifts, full- or part-
time.

LOCATION:

• Tuition reimbursement program
• Career advancement 

opportunities
• Benefits available upon reaching 

eligibility requirements

*PEAK PAY ENHANCEMENTS:

Qualifications
• Must be at least 18 years of age
• Must be able to load, unload and sort 

packages, as well as perform other 
related duties

For more information and to apply online, 
please visit:
GroundWarehouseJobs.fedex.com 
or text FXGflyer to 33011

Message and data rates may apply. 1 message per request. 
Text STOP to 33011 to cancel. Text HELP to 33011 for help.

FedEx Ground is an equal opportunity/affirmative action 
employer (Minorities/Females/Disability/Veterans) committed 
to a diverse workforce.

Up to 
starting pay now with  
Peak Pay Enhancements*

Compensation

$23.00/hr.

FedEx Ground - Rogers MN
19705 Rogers Drive
Rogers MN 55374
763-955-3069

By Bill Morgan
Editor/Staff Writer
Reporter.Bill@PatriotNewsMN.com

The Big Lake Hornet 
boys golf team traveled to 
Saint Francis Wednesday 
(April 28) and played well. 

The match for some 
of Big Lake’s golfers was 
the first time they played 
this year. Scores were little 
higher than a week ago, but 
all-in-all, the entire Hornet 
team each shot in the low 
80s. 

Later in the week, the 
boys traveled to Kimball 
C.C. and took home the first 
place trophy. Once again, 
the Hornet golfers shot 
in the low 80s and Ryker 
Stukenholtz came home 

with a fourth place medal.
Stukenholtz shot an 81. 
The Hornets headed 

to Pebble Creek in Becker 
Thursday for a test on the 
local golf course. Look to 
next week’s Patriot for 
complete details!

Hornet boy golfers play well twice

RYKER STUKENHOLTZ captured 
fourth place in Kimball last week with 
an impressive 81 score. (Submitted 
Photo)

By Bill Morgan
Editor/Staff Writer
Reporter.Bill@PatriotNewsMN.com

The Big Lake Hornets 
sports teams had an event-
ful week. Following is an 
encapsulated rundown of 
games, meets, and matches.

Hornet Softball
The Hornet ladies im-

proved to 4-1 with a win 
over Chisago Lakes Tues-
day by a score of 3-1. The 
Hornets had two previous 
games scheduled this past 
week, but the one against 
Princeton was postponed 
and the one against St. 
Cloud Apollo was can-
celled. 

Next up, they traveled 
to St. Francis Thursday and 
hosted Monticello Friday.

Hornet Baseball
The Hornet boys base-

ball team fell to 2-4 with a 
loss to Chisago Lakes Tues-
day by a score of 4-3.

Next up, they hosted 
St. Francis Thursday and 
traveled to Monticello Fri-
day.

Hornet Boys 
Lacrosse
The boys rebounded 

from an 0-3 start to the sea-
son by drubbing Rocori, 
17-5 Monday at home.

Up next, they traveled 
to Sartell/Sauk Rapids 
Thursday for an early eve-
ning matchup.

Hornet Girls 
Lacrosse
The Hornet girls fell to 

0-4 with a 7-3 loss to Ro-
cori Tuesday on the road.

Next up, they hosted 
Sar te l l /Sauk Rapids 
Wednesday.

Other News
No other information 

was provided to the Patriot 
in regards to girls golf, boys 
and girls track & field, boys 
tennis and the trap shooting 
team.

Hornet sports 
team capsules

Big Lake Sports

proposal from one student 
to another to attend prom) 
occurred two weeks ago, 
after school hours. A pic-
ture of the “promposal” was 
posted on several social 
media sites, and the school 
became aware of the photo 
on Tuesday afternoon. 

“The prom in question 
was not a school-supported 
or sanctioned event,” Supt. 
Truebenbach stated. The 
prom on May 1st was ar-
ranged by parents and held 
in Stillwater.”

The school prom was 
rescheduled several weeks 
ago, for a date after gradu-
ation. 

The administration re-
leased a statement to the 
community condemning the 
incident as a “racially in-
sensitive and inappropriate 
act.” Administration went 
on to unpublish official 
school social media pages 
in order to protect the pri-
vacy of students and staff. 
Staff from the high school 
and the district addressed 
the actions of the individu-

als involved in accordance 
with district policy.

Later on that same 
Tuesday night, a district 
employee posted a video of 
themselves using inappro-
priate, racist language. The 
employee was immediately 
placed on administrative 
leave. 

Staff, at the time of 
the board meeting, had re-
viewed nearly 2,000 emails 
and voice messages con-
demning the incidents as 
racist and demanding that 
the district respond. Many 
of the messages were hate-
ful, and used inappropriate 
language against the stu-
dents and staff, and several 
even threatened acts of vio-
lence against the schools. In 
consultation with local law 
enforcement, the adminis-
tration decided it was best 
to switch to distance learn-
ing on Thursday and Friday 
of that week. Representa-
tives of the district met with 
law enforcement officials 
on Friday to review the 
threats further, and officials 

from the BLPD and Sher-
iff’s office vetted the threats 
and ultimately deemed it to 
be safe for students to re-
turn to school last Monday, 
though the school opted to 
implement a two-hour late 
start to allow staff time to 
work on effective ways to 
communicate with students 
regarding the incident.  

May 20, the school will 
host a “community listen-
ing and learning session” 
at the high school, and have 
invited education equity 
consultants to help facili-
tate the conversation. 

An article covering the 
rest of the board meeting, 
which covered regular busi-
ness, will appear in next 
week’s Patriot. 

SCHOOL from page 1

Cory Nuest 
Vice President
NMLS 402524
CNuest@CorTrustMortgage.com 
(763) 271-7216

NMLS 458038
ID 405612

Contact Cory for all 
your mortgage needs!

Welcome home 
mortgages.



By Mark Kolbinger
Contributing Writer

The Becker boys and girls golf 
teams have finally found some sunny 
weather conditions at their recent 
meets, with the girls continuing to 
dominate the conference and the boys 
finding their footing after a rough start 
to the year.

Girls
Coach Anna Babler and the 

Bulldogs continue to dismantle the 
competition at the Mississippi 8 Con-
ference meets, with the most recent 
win happening Tuesday afternoon at 
Pebble Creek in Becker.

Becker fired an outstanding 
round of 365 to again capture the con-
ference meet win, with Chisago Lakes 
coming in a distant second place with 
386 strokes.

“These ladies did great,” Babler 
said.  “ A personal best for Ashley 
Reed and Kylee Rick in the confer-
ence win.”

Reed shot a round of 86, good 
enough for second place overall, while 
Rick shot a 91, good enough for third 
place.  Overall, Becker had six golfers 
place among the top 13 M8 golfers in 
attendance.

Tuesday results: Ashley Reed 
86 (second overall), Kylee Rick 91 
(third), Gretchen Graftaas 93 (fifth), 
Emma Benson 95 (eighth), Alexa 

Voller 95 (ninth), Layla Mathews 98 
(13th).

At their current pace, the Bull-
dogs are a near lock to claim the over-
all Mississippi 8 regular season title.  
They have upcoming matches in St. 
Francis, Cambridge and Park Rap-
ids.  Look for complete details in next 
week’s Patriot.

Boys
Last Wednesday, the boys team 

traveled to St. Francis and the Refuge 
course for a M8 battle 
and came away with a 
sixth place finish and a 
team round of 348.

Princeton paced 
the M8 pack with a 
very good round of 
312, followed by Big 
Lake at 329.

“We finally had 
some good weather 
for golf,” coach Dan 
Olson said.  “It was 
nice to be able to be 
at the course and not 
wearing rain or winter 
gear.”

Zach Stanz con-
tinues to shine for the 
Bulldogs, as he led the 
team with a four over 
round of 76, good 
enough for second 
place overall.  Prince-

ton’s Lucas Ostlund fired a 74 to pick 
up the win for the Tigers.

While the sixth place finish 
maybe wasn’t what Olson had hoped, 
he is seeing constant improvement 
from his golfers.  He also pointed 
out the difficulty of the Saints’ home 
course.

“The Refuge has trouble on every 
hole and each player had a few holes 
that really hurt their round,” Olson 
said.  “We get a week of practice as 

our next meet is not until next Thurs-
day (May 6) when we are at Pebble 
Creek.”

Results: Zach Stanz 76, Brayden 
Graning 88, Tucker Rhodes 91, Mat-
thew Martindale 93, Kyle Vogl 93, 
Kevin Vogl 96.

Look for complete details of 
Becker’s home match in next week’s 
Patriot.

By Mark Kolbinger
Contributing Writer

The Becker Bulldog 
softball team made it over the 
.500 mark in the past week 
despite facing some of the 
best competition in the state.

Last Thursday, the team 
traveled to Chisago Lakes to 
take on the #3 ranked Wild-
cats and came up a bit short, 
losing a close game 2-0.  Nei-
ther team threatened to score 
until the bottom of the 3rd 
when the Wildcats’ leadoff 
hitter reached second base on 
an error and moved to third 
on a subsequent bunt.

Another Wildcat bunt, 
this one a squeeze play, 
helped the Wildcats score the 
first run of the game to take 
the 1-0 lead.  

The batters for both 
teams continued to struggle, 
even as Becker had runners 
in scoring position in the 4th, 
5th and 6th innings but was 
unable to bring home the runs 
with a big hit.

The Wildcats added an 
insurance run in the bottom 
of the 6th with back-to-back 
two-out doubles to make the 
final 2-0.  Brooke Hendrick-
son led off the 7th with a 
double for the Bulldogs, but a 
line drive off the bat of Han-
nah Bartlett was caught and 
a couple strikeouts ended the 
game.

Kurstyn Patnode was the 
tough luck loser in the circle, 
as she went all 6 innings and 
allowed 4 hits with a walk 

and a strikeout.  Brooke Hen-
drickson and Patnode each 
had 2 hits for Becker.

Round Robin
On Saturday, Becker 

hosted their annual Invi-
tational, albeit with a pan-
demic adjusted schedule that 
replaced the typical 8 team 
format with 4 teams playing 
each other in a round robin 
format.  Becker started off 
by facing Pequot Lakes and 
came away with a 7-1 win.  

The offense got off to 
a quick start with 4 runs in 
the first, as the first 4 batters, 
Krista Paulson, Patnode, Ca-
dence Koste, and Makenna 
Zerwas, all reached base.  
Maddie Sherman added an 
rbi single in the inning.  In the 
4th, Levi Roske and Jenna 
Kringler each scored to make 
it a 6-0 Bulldog lead.  The 
Patriots scored an unearned 
run in the 6th, but Becker 
answered with a run when 
Kringler singled and scored 
on a Patnode single to make 
the final 7-1.

Maddie Sherman picked 
up the win going all 7 innings 
and allowing just a single 
run on 4 hits, while walking 
one and striking out 9.  Nine 
different Bulldogs had hits in 
the game, led by Patnode who 
had 2 hits and a walk.

Spartans
Saturday’s second game 

was against section rival Ro-
cori and Becker used an of-
fensive explosion to notch a 
16-6 win.

After a scoreless 1st, 

Becker opened the game up 
with a 5 run 2nd inning, as 
Sherman and Patnode each 
had rbi hits in the inning.  
The score moved to 8-0 as 
a combination of hits and 
Spartan errors led to 3 more 
Bulldog runs in the 3rd.    The 
Spartans put up 3 runs in the 
bottom of the inning on 3 hits 
and an error to make the score 
8-3.  The Bulldogs wasted no 
time getting those runs back 
as Koste and Zerwas singled 
to start the 4th, and Brooke 
Hendrickson walked to load 
the bases for Hannah Bart-
lett, who doubled to score 
two runs.  Four more Bull-
dog runs in the top of the 5th 
looked like it might trigger 
the ten rule rule, but a couple 
of Bulldog errors allowed Ro-
cori to score 3 in the bottom 
of the 5th to make the score 
15-6 and send it to the 6th 
inning.  

Patnode took matters 
into her own hands in the 
6th inning with a long home 
run to push the lead back to 
10 runs, at 16-6 for the final 
score.

Patnode got the win in 
the circle going 5 innings and 
allowing 6 runs, only 2 of 
which were earned.  Sherman 
ended the game with a score-
less inning for the Bulldogs, 
who collected 15 hits — three 
each by Koste, Hendrickson, 
and Bartlett.

Irish
The final game of the day 

was against #2 state ranked 
Maple Lake and Becker put 

itself in an early hole with a 
couple of first inning miscues 
that led to the Irish taking a 3 
run lead en route to a 6-0 win.

In the bottom of the 3rd, 
Becker put runners on 2nd 
and 3rd with one out when 
Sherman walked and Ellie 
Gallus singled, but Maple 
Lake worked out of the jam 
with two ground balls and the 
inning was over. 

The Irish added 3 insur-
ance runs in the top of the 7th 
to make the score 6-0.  

Patnode took the loss in 
the circle going all 7 innings 
and allowing 6 runs — 4 
earned — on 10 hits, while 
walking one and striking out 
5. 

Vikings
Tuesday, the Bulldogs 

traveled to North Branch to 
face the Vikings in a double 
header and came away with 
a split, losing 4-1 in game 1 
before picking up a 5-2 win 
in the nightcap.

In game one, Becker 
jumped out to a 1-0 lead on 
a Paulson single and Patnode 
triple before North Branch 
answered with 2 unearned 
runs in the bottom of the 
2nd to take a 2-1 lead.  The 
Vikings added 2 more in the 
bottom of the third to make it 
a 4-1 final.  Sherman took the 
loss, pitching 6 innings and 
allowing 4 runs, 1 earned, 
on 7 hits.  She walked 2 and 
struck out 5.  Paulson was 
2-3 and Patnode was 1-2 with 
a walk.

In game 2, the Vikings 

struck early with a run in the 
top of the 1st, but Becker an-
swered in the bottom of the 
inning when Paulson led off 
with a double, Patnode fol-
lowed with a single and Ca-
dence Koste hit a sacrifice fly 
to left to score Paulson.  

The score remained tied 
until the 4th when the Vikings 
loaded the bases with one out.  
After a run scored, Paulson 
and  Zerwas combined for a 
great play to get an out at the 
plate and Brooke Hendrick-
son made a nice catch to get 
out of the inning with only 1 
run scoring.  

In the bottom of the in-
ning, Becker answered with 
3 runs.  Hendrickson doubled 
to lead off the inning and 
Bartlett followed with a dou-
ble to tie the score at 2.  Sher-
man then hit a sacrifice bunt 
and the Vikings threw the ball 
away, allowing Bartlett to 
score.  Sherman would later 
come in to score on a wild 
pitch to make it 4-2.  Becker 
added an insurance run in the 
6th when Sherman led off 
with a single and scored on an 
error to make it 5-2.  Patnode 
allowed only 1 baserunner the 
final 3 innings and was cred-
ited with the victory, going all 
7 innings and allowing 2 runs.  
She walked 2 and struck out 
8.  Paulson and Patnode each 
had 2 hits.

With the flurry of games, 
Becker is now 6-5 overall and 
4-3 in the M8 conference.
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By Mark Kolbinger
Contributing Writer

It was a Conference 
Championship celebration 
Tuesday evening as the 
Becker boys tennis team 
downed Princeton 7-0 to fin-
ish undefeated in the Missis-
sippi 8 Conference.  With the 
win, the Becker Bulldogs are 
the undisputed Mississippi 
8 Conference Boys Tennis 
Champions for 2021.

“The match with Princ-
eton went well, it was our 
final M8 match of the year,” 
Coach Hokan Bengtson said.  
“We finished 7-0 and are con-
ference champs!”

In singles play, Zach 
Bengtson continued his fine 
play in the #1 slot with a 
6-2, 6-0 win, while Ryan 
Bengtson joined his younger 
bother in the singles bracket 
and picked up a shutout win 
in the #2 slot, 6-0, 6-0.  Luke 
Bordson and Troy Nuest also 
shut out their opponents with 
a pair of 6-0 wins to give 
Becker the clean sweep in the 
singles matches.

In the doubles matches it 
was more of the same for the 
Bulldogs, as Wyatt Hiltner 
and Eli Scheideman teamed 
up in the #1 match to defeat 
the top team from Princeton 
in a pair of 6-2 sets.

The 7th grade dynamic 
duo of Landon Peterson and 
Sawyer Brown scored the 
shutout win at #2, followed 

by a 6-0, 6-2 win by super 
Sophomores Bruce Kraemer 
and Nick Gruber in the #3 
match.

Overall, Becker thor-
oughly dominated Missis-
sippi 8 Conference play all 
year en route to the title.  
Coach Bengtson and his 
squad now have their sights 
set on a strong performance 
in the Section tournament and 
they take their 14-2 overall 
record into some great com-
petition as they prepare for 
the playoffs.

“The next week will be 
a great chance for us to get 

ready for our section playoff 
run,” Bengtson said.  “We 
have some great matches 
planned for the next week or 
two before section play be-
gins.”

Over the next ten days, 
Becker will face some of the 
finest tennis programs from 
across Minnesota, including 
Foley, St. Cloud Tech, Du-
luth East and a regular season 
finale on May 14 against Al-
exandria.  

Bluejackets
Last Friday, the Bulldogs 

clobbered Cambridge-Isanti 
7-0 behind strong play from 

the entire lineup.
“Our doubles teams 

cruised, only dropping 4 
games total,” Bengtson said.  
“Our top singles guys all 
showed great poise winning 
tough matches and securing 
the 7-0 team victory.”

Zach Bengtson showed 
great perseverance to pick up 
the win at #1 singles, 6-2, 6-7, 
6-2, while teammates Bord-
son (6-1, 7-5), Peterson (5-7, 
6-2, 6-2) and Brown (6-0, 
6-0) also picked up wins.

The #1 doubles team of 
Scheideman/Ryan Bengtson 
made quick work of their op-

ponents, 6-0/6-1, while Hilt-
ner and Gruber were also on 
their game, winning 6-1, 6-2.  
Bruce Kraemer and Max 
Haugen were dominant at #3 
singles, blanking their oppo-
nents 6-0 in both sets to seal 
the 7-0 win.

Tornadoes
Monday, Bengtson’s 

team traveled to Anoka and 
came away with a 5-2 win 
over the Tornadoes.

“There were some great 
matches all over the courts 
tonight,” said Bengtson.  
“Numbers 1 and 4 singles 
were really close — along 
with all of the doubles — but 
our kids kept fighting and 
staying focused despite the 
blustery winds.”  

Ryan Bengtson picked 
up the 6-0, 6-1 win at #2 sin-
gles for the Bulldogs, while 
Luke Bordson was consistent 
with a 6-2, 6-2 win at #3.

Becker swept the dou-
bles matches, as Peterson 
teamed up with Scheideman 
to win 6-4, 7-5 at #1, while 
Brown and Hiltner came 
from behind to win at #2 with 
scores of 5-7, 6-4, 6-2.

In the final doubles 
match, Bengtson credited 
Bruce Kraemer and Nick 
Gruber with a concerted ef-
fort in their 6-3, 5-7, 7-5 win.

“Kraemer and Gruber 
played a marathon match that 
lasted 3 hours — they came 
away with a great win!” 
Bengtson said.

Bulldog tennis captures M8 Championship

THE BECKER BOYS TENNIS TEAM was all smiles after capturing the M8 Conference Championship Tuesday with a shutout 
win over Princeton.  Becker finished 7-0 in the conference this season (Submitted Photo).

Bulldog softball facing top competition

Golf teams finally find favorable weather
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Products accepted include: Adhesives, Aerosols, Automotive Chemicals (NO MOTOR OIL – SEE INFO BELOW),Car Batteries, Cleaners, Fuels (Gasoline, Diesel, Etc.), Fluorescent Bulbs (limit 10 
bulbs per vehicle), Garden Chemicals, Mercury, Mothballs, Paints, Poison, Pool/Spa Chemicals, Roofing Tar, Batteries (disposable & chargeable), & Sealers.
Products NOT accepted include: Appliances, Asbestos Containing Items, Business Waste, Commercial Waste, Demolition Debris, Drywall Compound, Electronics, Explosives, Furniture, 
Household  Garbage,  Medical Waste, Motor Oil, Filters,  Anti-Freeze  (See Below), Pharmaceutical  Waste, Tires, Unknown Items, NO DRUMS.
Agricultural Pesticides: Pre-registered farmers may bring their unwanted agricultural pesticides to these collection events for free disposal.  For transportation planning
purposes, pre-registration is required by calling Gabrielle Holman at 763-765-4457 to inventory the amount of agricultural pesticides being delivered for disposal. Please be aware that we will 
refuse to accept pesticide rinsate, empty containers, fertilizers, crop oil, spread/stickers, foam makers, seed dye and inoculants. There is a 300 lb. limit and anything over 300 lbs will be charged 
a fee for disposal. (Residential Households do not need to pre-register.)

HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE COLLECTION EVENTS
Events are FREE for 

all Sherburne County
Residents (I.D. Required)

For questions or directions, please contact Gabrielle Holman Sherburne County Zoning, 763-765-4457
or email gabrielle.holman@co.sherburne.mn.us  • www.co.sherburne.mn.us/zoning/sw/hhw.php
USED Motor OIL Disposal: Used Oil, Oil Filters & Anti-Freeze may be delivered to one of seven disposal locations established throughout the County. 

Visit www.EastSideOilCompanies.com/self-serve-drop-off.html to find a used oil collection site near you.
Permanent HHW Facility: Residents may also deliver HHW to the HHW Facility in Waite Park. 

This facility is open 5 days per week and the 1st & 3rd Saturdays of each month. HHW disposal is free for all Sherburne County residents. 
Please visit: www.DontTossDropOff.com for hours of operation and location.

2021 Sh e r b u r n e Co u n t y2021 Sh e r b u r n e Co u n t y

May 7th 2pm-5pm Sherb. Co Fairgrounds 13372 Business Center Drive, Elk River (enter across from YMCA)
May 8th 9am-12pm Sherb. Co. Fairgrounds 13372 Business Center Drive, Elk River (enter across from YMCA)
May 15th 9am-1pm Northern Metals Recycling, 12432 Energy Drive, Becker
May 25th 2pm-5pm Sherburne Co Public Works, 12950 7th Ave. S, Zimmerman
June 21 2pm-5pm Santiago Township Hall, 16943 20th St. SE, Santiago
June 28th 2pm-5pm Clear Lake Fire Hall, 8670 1st Ave. W, Clear Lake
August 31 2pm-5pm Sherburne Co. Public Works 12950 7th Ave. S., Zimmerman
September 14 2pm-5pm KJ’s Refuge Bar & Grill, 26211 184th St. NW, Orrock
October 8th 2pm-5pm Sherb. Co. Fairgrounds 13372 Business Center Drive, Elk River (enter across from YMCA)
October 9th 9am-12pm Sherb. Co. Fairgrounds 13372 Business Center Drive, Elk River (enter across from YMCA)

Funded by MPCA SCORE Grant Dollars

DRIVES TRAFFIC AND 
SALES TO ADVERTISERS

Native advertising through 
newspapers gives advertisers the 

opportunity to promote their 
company’s new developments in 

harmony with the medium’s tone and 
voice. When consumers regularly 

subscribe to certain newspapers or 
magazines, your ad can be shaped 
to fit into that voice so you can get a 

better bang for your buck. 
By naturally flowing into the format of 
trusted newspapers and magazines, 

you can drive traffic and sales 
to your business.
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Native advertising through newspapers gives advertisers the opportunity to pro-
mote their company’s new developments in harmony with the medium’s tone and 
voice. When consumers regularly subscribe to certain newspapers or magazines, 
your ad can be shaped to fit into that voice so you can get a better bang for your 
buck. By naturally flowing into the format of trusted newspapers and magazines, 

you can drive traffic and sales to your business.
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AND SALES TO 
ADVERTISERS

Native advertising through newspapers gives advertisers 
the opportunity to promote their company’s new develop-

ments in harmony with the medium’s tone and voice. When 
consumers regularly subscribe to certain newspapers or 
magazines, your ad can be shaped to fit into that voice so 

you can get a better bang for your buck. By naturally flow-
ing into the format of trusted newspapers and magazines, 
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DRIVES TRAFFIC AND SALES TO ADVERTISERS
Native advertising through newspapers gives advertisers the opportunity to promote their company’s new develop-
ments in harmony with the medium’s tone and voice. When consumers regularly subscribe to certain newspapers 
or magazines, your ad can be shaped to fit into that voice so you can get a better bang for your buck. By naturally 

flowing into the format of trusted newspapers and magazines, you can drive traffic and sales to your business.

Keller Lake Commons in Big Lake, now an Assisted Living Community 
offering full apartments ranging from 644 to 956 square feet. Cable is 

included in rents for private pay and GRH renters. Accepting EW and CADI. 
For more information please contact Nicole Gilder, Housing Director at 

763-263-2363 or check us out online at www.kellerlakecommons.com

“71 Years of Gold 
Buying Experience”

Loch Jewelers 09-19-20.indd   1Loch Jewelers 09-19-20.indd   1 9/15/20   2:50 PM9/15/20   2:50 PM

By Bill Morgan
Editor/Staff Writer
Reporter.Bill@PatriotNewsMN.com

The Becker girls track 
& field team competed last 
Thursday with four other 
teams at Pierz

The total scores were: 
Pierz 88.5, Holdingford 68, 
Becker 67.5 and Zimmer-
man 48.

Becker started out the 
running events with the 
4x800.  The foursome of 
Meghan Swanson, Katelyn 
Brower, Kayla Gruenes 
and Lexi Rose took first 
place (11:21.7) and Beck-
er’s second team of Alea 
Briggs, Brooklyn Karel, 
Olivia Babler and Whit-
ney Schug were second 
(1142.6), but could not earn 
points because teams were 
only allowed to score just 
one team.

The 100 meter hurdlers 
had a good day with three 
girls earning points. Regan 
Hausmann came in second 
(18.43), Lauren Woelfel 
fourth (18.65) and Sarah 
Woelfel fifth (18.67).

Cassidy Pleoger con-
tinues to excel in the 100 
meters, taking first with a 
season best time of 13.36.  
Pleoger also  ran an out-
standing anchor leg as part 
of the winning  4x100 relay 
team along with Jessica 
Gruenes, Lauren Woelfel 
and Sarah Woelfel. This 
team ran a season best time 
of 56.21.

In the 1600 meters, 
Becker took the top three 
spots. Meghan Swanson 
ran 5:58.22, Lexi Rose ran 
6:00.22 and Brooklyn Karel 
ran 6:02.66 for her PR time.

Kayla Gruenes ran a 
gutsy race and placed sec-
ond in the 800M with a time 
of 2:47.21.  Olivia Babler 
ran a PR time of 13:31.41 
in the 3200 meters for third 
place.  

Becker got a pair of 
fourth place finishes in 
the 400 from Alea Briggs 
(71.84) and Regan Haus-
mann in the 300 hurdles 
(54.73).

Anna Briggs placed 
third in the shot put (26’ 
9”).  In the discus, Evelyn 

Kreft took first with a PR of 
96’ 6” and Grace Schendel 
fourth (78’ 2”).

Lauren Woelfel again 
took home first place in the 
pole vault with a vault of 8’, 
and Tessa Maruska placed 
fourth with 7’.

Becker’s next meet 
will be at home Tuesday 
with the boys competing at 
3:30 p.m. and the girls com-
peting at 6:30 p.m.

Lady Bulldogs take third at Pierz

CASSIDY PLEOGER won the 100 meter race last Thursday at Pierz. (Submitted 
Photo)

By Mark Kolbinger
Contributing Writer

The Becker boys track 
team might be small in 
numbers, but they continue 
to be big when it comes 
to their individual perfor-
mances.  Head Coach Paul 
Schmidt reports that his 
team performed well in a 
pair of meets in the past 
week.

Pioneer Quad
Last Thursday, the 

Becker Boys ventured back 
to Pierz for a quad meet 
with Holdingford, Zim-
merman and the host Pio-
neers.  The boys came ever 
so close to a victory, finish-
ing just five points behind 
winner Holdingford.  Team 
Scores had Holdingford at 
93, Becker at 87.5, Pierz 
57, and Zimmerman with 
32.5.

“This  was an-
other good performance 
by our boys led by our two 
8th graders Carter Reckel-
berg and Owen Angell, as 
well as sophomore Tyson 
Ricker,” Schmidt said.

Carter Reckelberg 
picked up first place fin-
ishes in the long jump with 
a personal best of 19’1” and 
in the Triple Jump with a 
leap of 35’ 2.5”.  

“Every week we are 
seeing Carter better his dis-
tance in these two events,” 
Schmidt said.  “It is really 
fun to watch him improve.”

Reckelberg also scored 
a 3rd place finish in the 200 
for the Bulldogs.

Owen Angell had a 
personal record in the pole 
vault with a vault of 10’6” 
and he followed that up 
with a win in the 300 IH 
with a time of 46.66.  He 
also grabbed a 3rd place 
finish in the high Jump.  

Ricker scored two vic-
tories, first in the 1600 with 
a time of 4:52.3 and then in 
the 3200 with a personal re-
cord time of 10:18.5.  

“Tyson has been so 
strong in the distance this 
year,” Schmidt said.  “He 
has dominated each perfor-

mance this year.”
Other strong finish-

ers for the Bulldogs were 
Lukas Karel, who placed 
second in a pair of events, 
including the 1600 (5:08), 
and the 3200 (10:54).  

Cade Stommes earned 
three second place finishes: 
the pole vault (10”), the tri-
ple jump (34’ 2.5”) and the 
400 (55.8).  

Wrapping up the indi-
vidual places were Michael 
Schmitz (fourth in the 110 
hurdles) and Caleb Reckel-
berg (second in the 800 and 
4th in the 1600).  

On the relay side, the 
boys 4x200 team of Carter 
Reckelberg, Luke Mac-
Donald, Carter Leither, 
and Ben Howe took a first 
place finish with a time of 
1:42.26, while the 4x400 
relay team of Stommes, 
Angell, Leither and Mac-
Donald took second.

M8 Quad
Tuesday, the team 

hosted a quad meet with 
Cambridge-Isanti, North 
Branch, and Chisago Lakes.  
This was a split gender 
meet as the teams had to 
follow MSHSL guidelines 
pertaining to the number 
of participants allowed and 
Becker faired well, finish-
ing third in the final team 
standings and only a few 
points out of second place.  
Cambridge-Isanti won the 
meet convincingly with 
a score of 133, followed 
by Chisago Lakes with 
58, Becker 48 and North 
Branch 31.

“It was a good day for 
a meet and while our team 
is smaller than it has been 
in the past years our perfor-
mances were outstanding,” 
Schmidt said.

Owen Angell again 
led the way for the Bull-
dogs with personal bests 
in the pole vault at 11’ 6” 
(2nd place), and in the High 
Jump at 5’6” (4th place). 

Angell also had a per-
sonal best in the 300 hur-
dles where he took a 3rd 
place with a time of 45.9.  

Carter Reckelberg 

also placed high in his 
events and improved his 
personal best jumps with 
a second place finish in the 
triple jump at 36’ 1” and 
a third place finish in the 
long jump at 19’ 3”.  He 
also placed fifth in the 200 
(26.72) and started Beck-
er’s 4x200 relay team with 
teammates Carter Leither, 
Luke MacDonald, and Ben 
Howe that went on to win 
their event with a time of 
1:43.23.

Another first place 
finish came from Tyson 
Ricker, in the 1600 with 
a personal best time of 
4:39.15.  

“We are still waiting 
for Tyson to get pushed in 
the 1600,” Schmidt said.  
“He has gotten out to such 
large leads that he is often 
running by himself.  It will 
actually be good when he 
has some competition and 
has to race somebody else.  
I see his time going down 
even further then.”  

Karel ran a good 3200 
race and finished 2nd 
(10:59), while taking a 3rd 
place finish in the 1600 
(4:53.89).  Schmitz took 
a 3rd place finish in the 
High Hurdles with a time 
of 18.49.  

Stommes placed 4th in 
the triple jump (35’ 0.5”) 
and third in the 400 (55.32).  
Teammate Carter Leither 
took a fourth place finish in 
the 400 with a time of 55.4.

“Competition for this 
meet was definitely steeper 
against these Mississippi 8 
teams as Cambridge brings 
about 60 boys and Chis-
ago Lakes has about 70,” 
Schmidt said.  “I was re-
ally pleased with how our 
team and individuals did . 
. . we may not have had the 
quantity of athletes as in the 
past, but our quality really 
shined through.”

Becker’s next meet is 
at Princeton on May 11th. 

Boys track 
continues to impress

This Season Looks Different
The Minnesota Wild 

have snatched their spot 
in the postseason for the 
eighth time in the last nine 
seasons. Yet, despite all 
those appearances they 
still don’t have anything 
to show for it. This season 
looks to be different how-
ever, the team as a whole 
seems different from years 
past for a one specific rea-
son. 

The obvious reason the 
team has a different feel 
is my golden boy Kirill 
Kaprizov. I typically don’t 
pick favorites because I 
love the team as whole but 
this guy is something else. 
From his very first game 
this season to now, he’s 
been amazing. 

At first, I was ex-
tremely skeptical thinking 
there’s no way someone 
could be this good and play 
for us. That was the Min-
nesota sports curse talking, 
all of our teams do well in 
the regular season and then 
tank it in playoffs. How-
ever, watching Kaprizov’s 
progression all season, I 
have no doubt in my mind 
that he’ll be a big factor for 
us going forward and hav-
ing success in the playoffs. 

He’s already set two 
scoring records for the 
Wild and is on his way to 
being the first Calder Tro-
phy (Rookie of the Year) 
winner the Wild have ever 
had, even Marian Gaborik 
missed out on that feat. 
He managed to knock out 
Gaborik’s most goals by a 
rookie for the Wild as well 
as most points tallied. 

As of Wednesday 
morning, he has 24 goals 
in 51 games while Gabor-
ik’s record was 18 goals 
in 71 games, so Kaprizov 
blew that record apart. In 

regards to points, he’s at 
45 points in those 51 games 
and Gaborik had just 36 
points in 71 games another 
record that was destroyed 
by “Dolla Bill Kirill”. 

Gaborik was a great 
player and one of the best 
the Wild have ever had, 
so I mean no disrespect 
towards his stats. Consid-
ering he was one of the 
greatest players we’ve ever 
had, showing that Kaprizov 
has already shattered those 
records means he’s some-
thing special. 

As I said before, I’m 
someone that believes in 
team first always and I’m 
not known for thinking one 
player can carry a whole 
team with the exception 
of maybe Wayne Gretzky, 
but he had a whole team 
behind him as well. In my 
opinion the best players are 
surrounded by players that 
make them better. 

Kaprizov kind of ruins 
that rule for me. He is sur-
rounded by great players 
like Kevin Fiala, Mats Zuc-
carello, Joel Eriksson Ek, 
and even Zach Parise but 
he doesn’t have to be. The 
thing that makes Kaprizov 
that much better is he can 
do things all on his own. 

He can get the scoring 
started or keep it going. He 

can carry the puck in cir-
cles around the offensive 
zone while everyone else 
watches. The amount of 
natural skill he has is some-
thing you see very rarely in 
players. 

Being in the National 
Hockey League, all of these 
players have some natural 
talent or they wouldn’t be 
there but as I keep repeat-
ing, Kaprizov is different 
and I’ve seen a lot of play-
ers come through Min-
nesota over the 20 some 
seasons they’ve been in 
existence. 

Going into the post-
season the Wild need to 
focus on getting Kaprizov 
the puck as much as possi-
ble and telling him to take 
shots. Along with being a 
natural born skater, he has 
a natural scoring ability that 
seems to be hard for goalies 
to stop. 

So far it looks like the 
Wild will face either the 
Colorado Avalanche or the 
Vegas Golden Knights in 
the first round and thank-
fully for them, Kaprizov has 
had success against them 
both. He’s tallied points at 
least six times against both 
teams, something they’ll 
need him to continue to do 
when the playoffs do start. 

I believe this year will 
be different for the Wild 
and they will do well in the 
postseason and it all seems 
to come down to Kaprizov. 
Hopefully he can continue 
to blow everyone away and 
show us how good he truly 
is. The whole state would 
love to see the Minnesota 
Wild skate away with a 
Stanley Cup, and Kaprizov 
being named MVP. 

By Mariah Holland, 
Contributing Writer



Becker. However, after he 
signed with the renowned 
Bison program, head coach 
Matt Entz initially envi-
sioned Radunz as a three-
tech defensive lineman. 
Relatively quickly, Entz 
soon saw Radunz’s poten-
tial as a blocker and instead 
rostered him as a tackle and 
the rest is history.

But, his NFL career 
potential almost never hap-
pened.

Coming into college 
football at just 265 pounds, 
Radunz redshirted the 2016 
season, intent on adding 
to his frame. He got his 
chance to earn playing time 
on the line the next year. 
However, after logging just 
fifteen snaps, the NDSU 
offensive tackle suffered a 
torn ACL, ending his 2017 
campaign prematurely.

Normally, an ACL tear 
would be a red flag on Ra-
dunz’s record, but he came 

back with might and main. 
He recovered in time for 
the 2018 season and started 
all 15 games at left tackle 
in a championship-win-
ning season. He earned 
second-team All-Missouri 
Valley Conference honors 
for his performance. He’d 
even take his game up one 
more notch in 2019.

“I could not be prouder 
of Dillon,” said Lundeen. 
“He has worked so hard to 
overcome that ACL injury 
and has become a great 
weight room lifter. That 
kind of thing will only help 
him as he gets older - 10 
year starter at left tackle.”

Because of COVID-19, 
the FCS wound up moving 
its football season to the 
spring and rescheduled its 
championship for April and 
May. This obviously pre-
sented a scheduling conflict 
for FCS draft prospects such 
as QB Lance and Radunz. 

Thus, the Bison scheduled 
a one-game showcase in 
October against the Central 
Arkansas Bears.

The Bison won the 
game against the Bears by 
a score of 39-28, and Ra-
dunz consistently moved 
defenders across the field 
and broke open lanes for 
the running game. In pass 
protection, his mobility 
and length proved to be too 
much for his opponents. 
Although the Bison re-
main were set to play in the 
spring season, Radunz and 
Lance did not join them and 
opted for the draft.

Dillon was a coaches 
dream throughout his high 
school and college careers. 
His size, athletic prowess 
and his level-headedness 
provided a dream specimen 
in basketball, track & field 
and football. Many kids 
have dreams of playing at 
higher levels — few ever 

get that chance.
“To be honest, every 

kid dreams of it (going 
professional) but 
I never thought 
it was in the 
cards for me 
until my red-
shirt sopho-
more season 
when my 
OL coach 
told me that 
if I wanted 
to, then I 
could go to the 
league,” Dillon 
said. “For me, it 
doesn’t get any bet-
ter than this. All I need 
is an opportunity and 
that’s what I’ve got so I’m 
going to have fun with it!”

“I am just so happy that 
his dreams came true,” Kat 
said. “He truly deserves this 
and more.  His work ethic, 
drive, determination and 
perseverance is amazing.  

He fought back from that 
season-ending ACL injury 
and never looked back.  He 
is strong in faith and be-
lieves that God truly has a 
plan.  Jeff is beaming from 
ear to ear right now saying 
‘that’s my boy’.”

Radunz’s athletic traits 
were validated at his pro 
day. The NDSU offensive 
tackle earned a Relative 
Athletic Score of 9.28. 
Although he was marked 
down for his size, his 1.76 
10-yard split, 32-inch ver-
tical jump, and 114-inch 
broad jump boosted his 
results. So too did his agil-
ity numbers. Radunz was 
strong there, and despite 
measuring in at only 301 
pounds, he still put up 24 
reps on the bench.

A far cry from when 
he was tossing Falcons 
(Foley), Cardinals (An-
nandale) and Packers (So. 

St. Paul) in his high school 
days of delivering holes 

for running backs. Now 
he can do the same 

at the highest level, 
thanks to his past 
coaches, teams 
and teammates 
who made all 
this happen for 
the young man 
from Becker.

“I am a 
product of my 
e n v i r o n m e n t 

and I have the 
whole commu-

nity of Becker to be 
thankful for,” Dillon 

said.  “And blessed is an 
understatement when I say 
what a privilege it was to 
play for Dwight Lundeen 
and the Becker Bulldogs.”

Dillon has one final 
thing to say to all those kids 
who also dream of playing 
at the next level.

“To the kids..... play 
all the sports you can, find 
something you love and 
run with it,” he says. “Treat 
people with a smile, and 
above all else enjoy each 
day even if it’s raining.”

“There are no words to 
explain how proud I am of 
Dillon,” says Kat.  “He has 
truly worked his entire life 
to reach this goal.  I remem-
ber him saying in flag foot-
ball in like first or second 
grade  ‘I’m going to play 
in the NFL’. He put in the 
blood, sweat and tears and 
never lost sight of where he 
wanted to go.”
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Becker Sports

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

CONGRATULATIONS DILLON! 
WISHING YOU GREAT SUCCESS WITH 

THE TENNESSEE TITANS!

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.
763-261-5959

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
Mon-Thu, 9-5; Fri, 9-1

Three locations to serve you...
Becker 763-261-4200 | Monticello 763-271-7177 | Princeton 763-389-4099

www.sherburnestatebank.com

Sherburne
State Bank

Outstanding accomplishment
Dillon Radunz!
Best of luck in your professional football career! 

We’re cheering for you! You can bank on it!

14068 Bank St., becker
(ACROSS FROM SHERBURNE STATE BANK)

Hours: Sun-Thurs 11am-9pm Fri & Sat 11am-10pm
763-275-0270

Wishing 
you the 

best of luck 
in your 

NFL career 
Dillon!
Thank you for 

celebrating with us!

Wishing you the 
best of luck!

Congratulations Dillon!

Remarkable feat 
Dillon Radunz!

Good luck on the field!

Dillon Radunz and Coach 
Lundeen!!

RADUNZ  from page 20

DILLON RADUNZ’s mom, Kat (L) 
remembers her son Dillon saying years 
and years ago that he was “going to 
play in the NFL someday”. Last week 
cemented that dream. (Submitted 
Photo).



By Bill Morgan
Editor/Staff Writer
Reporter.Bill@PatriotNewsMN.com

Heading into last 
week’s NFL Draft, the bulk 
of the conversations cen-
tered around the elite talent 
at quarterback in the likes 
of Trevor Lawrence, Trey 
Lance, Justin Fields and 
Zach Wilson. However, 
there was also a plethora 
of super-talented offen-
sive lineman on the radar 
of many GMs and right 
there towards the top was a 
Becker High School stand-
out and NDSU alum.

Dillon Radunz, who 
played for the Bulldogs 
under Dwight Lundeen, 
then played at NDSU under 
two coaches, was selected 
in the second round (53rd 
overall) in the 2021 NFL 
draft held last weekend. 
Dillon, standing at 6’6” and 
300-lbs., will be playing 
right tackle for the Tennes-
see Titans of the AFC.

Dillon was at home 
with family and friends 
watching the draft and hop-
ing for the call that would 
change his life forever.

Was he on pins and 
needles leading up to draft 

day?
“Not leading up to the 

draft but on the second day 
of the draft, I was definitely 
a little anxious,” Dillon 
said.

“It was pretty calm,” 
Dillon’s mom, Kathy (Kat) 
said. “(It was) actually sur-
real for me up until about 
a week prior to the draft.  

Then it hit me. My son is 
going to play football in the 
NFL and realize his dreams.  
There were a few times that 
I got so emotional that the 
tears would just pour out.” 

Even Dillon’s high 
school coach, Dwight Lun-
deen was affected while 
watching the draft.

“I got very emotional 
when the 53 pick was an-
nounced,” said Lundeen. 
“I’m so happy for Dillon 
and Becker football.”

Dillon has been de-
scribed as being extremely 
versatile on the offensive 
line. His advantage over 
others is that he is capable 
of playing either on the left 
side, the right side or even 
center, should a team re-
quire him to do so. He is 
tough, strong, and displays 

terrific awareness. Others 
describe Dillon’s play as 
being patient, fundamen-
tally sound, and he con-
sistently bends his knees, 
blocking with leverage, 
staying square, and does a 
great job using body posi-
tioning while sealing de-
fenders from the action.

As the draft com-
menced and player-af-
ter-player got chosen in the 
first round, Dillon began 
calculating in his mind 
what team may come call-
ing.

“The Titans were on 
my radar but they were 
not really even in the top 
five teams that I would’ve 
guessed to draft me,” he 
said. “I had great talks with 
their GM at the senior bowl 
and had fun zoom meetings 
with the staff before the 
draft so relations have al-
ways been great with them.  
Tennessee is the perfect 
fit for me! Looking back I 
don’t think I could be in a 
better spot.” 

As the draft ticked on 
throughout the day, Dil-
lon’s phone finally buzzed 
alive and he glanced at the 
caller ID.

“Receiving that phone 
call was an amazing feel-
ing. Especially seeing Ten-
nessee on the caller ID,” 
he said. “Sure I could have 
gone earlier in the draft 
but ultimately this is the 
best spot and I’m glad God 
made me wait for this one.”

“It was a surprise,” 
said Kat. “I don’t think any 
of us thought that he would 
go to Tennessee.  We were 
celebrating one of Dillon’s 
friends from training in 
California being drafted at 

#51 when he looked down 
at his phone, looked at me 
and said, ‘This is it…I’m 
gonna be a Titan’”.  

His mom said the tears 
came instantly for all of his 
family and friends there 
celebrating his special day. 

“We were all trying 
to be quiet as he talked to 
the GM and the coaches 
but could hardly contain 
ourselves,” she said.  “Lots 
of emotions….missing his 
Dad and how extremely 
happy he must be watch-

ing from the best seat in the 
house.”

Dillon lost his father, 
Jeff, in 2010 when he was 
just 45 years old.

Radunz has always 
been considered an out-
standing left tackle for 
North Dakota State and 

turned in three outstand-
ing days of practice during 
January’s Senior Bowl. He 
offers possibilities at left 
tackle or even inside at 
guard in a zone-blocking 
system and comes with a 
large upside. While there 
may be bumps in the road 
early in his NFL career, 
Radunz is expected to be a 
starter in the right system.

“It’s very unusual that 
a player go six years in high 
school and college and not 
lose a game,” said Lundeen. 

“He is a winner. The Titans 
can build around him.”

Radunz wasn’t sup-
posed to be an offensive 
tackle as he was originally 
recruited as a two-star de-
fensive end prospect out of 
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Ask for

 For Care That’s
EXCEPTIONAL

No referral necessary. 
320-259-4100 
    
Meet our team at 
StCloudOrthopedics.com

Clinics in South St. Cloud & Sartell

#LiveBetter

When you’re looking for orthopedic 
care, don’t dive in to anything less than 
exceptional. This applies to exploring 
state-of-the-art technology and 
treatment options, as well as finding a 
caring and dedicated team of specialists 
and therapists, who are just as focused 
on your health and wellbeing as you are. 
When it comes to your care, you have 
a choice. For exceptional bone & joint 
care that helps you live better, ask for 
St. Cloud Orthopedics.

Branch locations: 
Sauk Rapids, Sartell, St. Cloud, Becker, and Albertville

stcloudfcu.coop  |  320-252-2634

Congrats!

community.

Our mission is to provide a meaningful
member experience and to make a diference
within our 

Dillon Radunz
2021 NFL DRAFT

Tennessee Titans!

TROY ROBINSON
troy@monticelloagency.com

BEN ANDERSON              
ben@monticelloagency.com

So proud of you Dillon!

AUTO • HOME • LIFE  
BUSINESS 

RECREATIONAL VEHICLES
763-295-4900 • 3616 SCHOOL BLVD., MONTICELLO MN

WWW.STMACHININGWELDING.COM

• Fully insured 
• 30 years 

of experience
• Family Owned & 

Operated

6715 125th Ave - Clear Lake - 320.743.2387

Congratulations, Dillon!

10568 125th Ave. SE, Becker • (763) 261-4267
www.Normsfarmmarket.com

Congratulations, Dillon!

NORM’S FARM MARKET
Fresh home Grown: Sweet Corn • Cukes • Melons • More

End of June thru end of October • 7 Days a Week

24/7 Emergency Service
Fire Damage - Water Damage - Storm Damage

320-743-3440 • Clear Lake, MN 55319
www.royalrenovations.net

Good Luck to all 
local athletes!

Congratulations 
on your NFL 

Career, Dillon!

“This is it, I’m going to be a Titan” - Radunz

DILLON RADUNZ was all smiles while his mom, Kat (R) was on the verge of 
tears as Dillon received the long-awaited call from an NFL team, the Tennessee 
Titans during last week’s NFL draft. (Submitted Photo)

DILLON RADUNZ’s lifelong dream of playing in the NFL came true last week 
as he was drafted by the Tennessee TItans in the second round, 53rd overall). (Ar-
chived Patriot Photo).

RADUNZ  to page 19

Congratulations 
Dillon from the
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Classifieds

HANSON PAVING. Residen-
tial & commercial. Driveways, 
parking lots, asphalt, paving & 
asphalt patchwork. No job too 
small. Call for a free estimate 
320-259-7874 office. 3636 
Quail Rd., Sauk Rapids. We 
accept Visa & Mastercard. 
www.hansonpaving.com
________________________

Asphalt/Blacktop

OAK PARK CREAMERY
See us for all your feed needs. 
Hubbard, Heims, Purina & 
Oak Park brand feeds. Crys-
talyx tubs. We specialize in 
small orders of custom made 
feed. Stop in for best prices on 
seedcorn, Enlist soybeans & 
seed oats-early pay discounts    
OAK PARK CREAMERY
16623 Ironwood Rd NE Oak 
Park, MN. 320-968-7864
________________________

Farm Supplies

THE CLASSIC, EDGE & E, 
Outdoor Wood, Pellet & Corn 
by Central Boiler. Take Advan-
tage of The Rebates available 
now, Including Additional Dis-
counts and State Fair Specials 
Give us a call or see us at the 
fair. Class-Act Outdoor Fur-
nace 763-972-6255                              
CLASSACTFURNACE.COM
________________________

Outdoor Furnaces

TOTAL LAWN CARE, INC.
Locally owned & operated 
since 1985. Fertilization, core 
aeration, guaranteed control 
of: weeds, crabgrass, mos-
quitoes, ants/ticks/spiders, 
grubworms and Emerald Ash 
Borer. Experience the differ-
ence! 320-685-4131. 
www.lawntlc.info.                            
________________________

Lawn Care

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT -
at 935 Clearwater Center in 
Clearwater (next to The Kettle
Restaurant) 364 sq. ft. $425 
per mo. Includes utilities. 320-
558-6800 Carol Halvorson
________________________

Office Rentals

Automobiles
DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHAR-
ITY. Receive maximum value of write 
off for your taxes. Running or not! All 
conditions accepted. Free pickup. Call 
for details. 855-752-6680 (MCN)

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK TO 
HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. Free 
3 Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free 
Towing, All Paperwork Taken Care 
Of. CALL 1-855-977-7030 (MCN)

Business Opportunities
Position YOURSELF for BETTER 
HEALTH & BETTER WEALTH with 
a Holistic approach to help your body 
HEAL ITSELF NATURALLY! Call 
or text (949) 201-9296 for more infor-
mation. Opportunities Available. Visit 
www.6AKANGENLIFE.com. (MCN)

Cable / Internet
BEST SATELLITE TV with 2 Year 
Price Guarantee! $59.99/mo with 190 
channels and 3 months free premium 
movie channels! Free next day instal-
lation! Call 855-824-1258. (MCN)
High-Speed Internet. We instantly 
compare speed, pricing, availability to 
find the best service for your needs. 
Starting at $39.99/month! Quickly 
compare offers from top providers. 
Call 1-855-399-9295 (MCN)

AT&T TV - The Best of Live & 
On-Demand On All Your Favorite 
Screens. CHOICE Package, $64.99/
mo plus taxes for 12months. Premium 
Channels at No Charge for One Year! 
Anytime, anywhere. Some restric-
tions apply. W/ 24-mo. agmt (TV 
price higher in 2nd year.) Regional 
Sports Fee up to $8.49/mo. is extra 
& applies. Call IVS 1-866-387-0621. 
(MCN)

4G LTE Home Internet Now Avail-
able! Get GotW3 with lightning fast 
speeds plus take your service with you 
when you travel! As low as $109.99/
mo! 844-897-8159. (MCN)

DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Channels + 
$14.95 High Speed Internet. Free In-
stallation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Promo Expires 7/21/21. 1-844-
316-8876. (MCN)

Earthlink High Speed Internet. As 
Low As $49.95/month (for the first 3 
months.) Reliable High Speed Fiber 
Optic Technology. Stream Videos, 
Music and More! Call Earthlink 
Today 1-855-679-7096. (MCN)

Employment/Help Wanted
PART-TIME, WORK FROM HOME 
position as Office Manager of the 
Midwest Free Community Papers As-
sociation. Must be detail oriented and 
a self-starter. Experience with Quick 
Books a plus. Tues, Wed, Thursday. 
8AM-2PM. Email resume to direc-
tor@mfcp.org. (MCN)

COMMERCIAL APPLICATORS. 
Competitive wage and benefits, meal 
allowance, paid lodging. Traveling 
position for railroad vegetation con-
trol, 60-80 hours/week. RAW (Coo-
perstown, ND). 888.700.0292 www.
rawapplicators.com, info@rawappli-
cators.com. (MCN)

For Sale
2011 Harley Davidson Road king 
Dark brown metallic, 17,xxx miles, 
loaded, like new condition. Factory 
Cruise, anti theft W/2 key fobs, Air 
ride suspension, A center stand to 
get on or off safely, LED everything, 
LED rear view mirrors, LED turn 
signals, LED Saddlebag spoilers, 
LED luggage rack with backrest, 
LED TAILLIGHTS driver backrest, 
leather engine guard covers, $12,900. 
Located in Mankato Minnesota. Call 
Brad 507-382-1277. (MCN)

Health & Medical
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May 
Be Covered by Medicare! Reclaim 
independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting bat-
tery of Inogen One. Free information 
kit! Call 844-716-2411. (MCN)

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for $99. 
100 pills for $150. FREE shipping. 
Money back guaranteed! 1-866-306-
9928 (MCN)

Life Alert. One press of a button sends 
help FAST, 24/7! At home and on the 
go. Mobile Pendant with GPS. FREE 
First Aid Kit (with subscription.) 
CALL 844-646-2333 FREE Brochure. 
(MCN)

CANADA DISCOUNT PHAR-
MACY. Save up to 80%! Eliquis, 
Flomax, Entocortd, Viagra, Toradol, 
Levitra, more! Mention “NEWS10” 
to save $10 on your first order. Call 
877-636-0750 (Open M-F). (MCN)

Income Opportunites
Become a published author! Publi-
cations sold at all major secular & 

specialty Christian bookstores. CALL 
Christian Faith Publishing for your 
FREE author submission kit. 1-888-
981-5761. (MCN)

Miscellaneous
BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. 
EASY, 
ONE DAY updates! We specialize in 
safe bathing. Grab bars, no slip floor-
ing & seated showers. Call for a free 
in-home consultation: 855-836-2250. 
(MCN)

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced de-
bris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 10% 
Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-855-577-1268. Promo Code 285. 
(MCN)

Wesley Financial Group, LLC Time-
share Cancellation Experts. Over 
$50,000,000 in timeshare debt and 
fees cancelled in 2019. Get free infor-
mational package and learn how to get 
rid of your timeshare! Free consulta-
tions. Over 450 positive reviews. Call 
877-326-1608. (MCN)

Put on your TV Ears and hear TV with 
unmatched clarity. TV Ears Origi-
nal were originally $129.95 - NOW 
WITH THIS SPECIAL OFFER are 
only $59.95 with code MCB59! Call 
1-855-958-5196. (MCN)

The Generac PWRcell, a solar plus 
battery storage system. SAVE money, 
reduce your reliance on the grid, pre-
pare for power outages and power 
your home. Full installation services 
available. $0 Down Financing Option. 
Request a FREE, no obligation, quote 
today. Call 1-877-381-3059. (MCN)

Never Pay For Covered Home Re-
pairs Again! Complete Care Home 
Warranty COVERS ALL MAJOR 
SYSTEMS AND APPLIANCES. 30 
DAY RISK FREE. $200.00 OFF + 
2 FREE Months! 1-844-596-1237. 
Hours Mon-Thu, Sun: 9:30 am to 8:00 
pm Fri : 9:30 am to 2:00 pm (all times 
Eastern). (MCN)

LONG DISTANCE MOVING: White-
Glove Service from America’s Top    
overs. Fully insured and bonded. Let 
us take the stress out of your out of 
state move. FREE QUOTES! Call: 
877-351-0672. (MCN)

DESKTOPS AND LAPTOP 
REPAIR. On-site or drop off. 
Computer cleanup - upgrades. 
Big Lake, 763-263-7070.
________________________

Computers

FREE
ADULT BASIC ED & GED

CLASSES
GED Test Preparation

It’s never too late to learn!

Call Community Ed for more 
information 763-261-4506

Tuesdays from 6-8:30 PM
Becker High School Library

(Enter Door #11)
No need to Pre-Register,

 just come to class!

Adult Basic Ed.

Minnesota Newspaper Association Classifieds

GREAT NORTHERN 
UNCLAIMED FREIGHT. Fur-
niture, army surplus, tools. 
923 South Benton Drive, Sauk 
Rapids, MN. 320-251-2818.
________________________

Furniture

IMHOLTE EXCAVATION & 
TRUCKING. Where custom-
ers & quality come first. Will 
travel. Septic systems, demo-
lition, foundation & basement 
digging, tree & stump removal, 
ditching, dozing, driveways, 
building pads, tiling, water & 
power line digging, trucking, 
food plots, hunting land es-
tablishment, 54ft. telescopic 
lift work. 320-291-6675,  
ImholteExcavationAndTrucking@
yahoo.com                            
________________________

Excavation/Trucking

Library Hours:
Current/2021

Mon 2-8pm/2-7pm
Tue 10am-6pm/10am-5pm

Wed 2-6pm/10am-5pm
Thur 2-8pm/2-7pm
Fri 2-5pm/2-5pm

Sat 10am-1pm/10am-1pm

Becker
Public Library

Library Hours:
Current/2021

Mon 1-7pm/1-6pm
Tue 10am-1pm/10am-2pm

Wed 1-7pm/1-7pm
Thur 2-6pm/2-6pm

Fri 10am-5pm/10am-5pm
Sat 10am-1pm/10am-1pm

Big Lake
Public Library

Library Hours:
Current 

Mon 1-4pm
Tue 10am-1pm/3-6pm

Wed 3-8pm
Thur 10am-1pm

Fri 3-6pm
Sat 10-1pm

Clearwater
Public Library

MURPHY
CHEVROLET

New & Used Cars & Trucks
(320) 968-6239

www.murphychevrolet.com

Automotive

BRIGGS LAKE NURSERY 
is hiring for their retail store. 
Must be able to work week-
days, weekends, and holidays. 
Must be 16 or older, be able 
to communicate well with cus-
tomers, lift up to 70# and run a 
bobcat (will train). Stop by to 
fill out an application or drop 
off resume. 3928 105th Ave. 5 
miles north of Becker. (1 block 
north of Knitskis, Palmer).                           
________________________

Employment

ACREAGE WANTED. Look-
ing for 10 to 40 acres with 
good building site for retire-
ment home. Prefer combina-
tion of trees and rolling fields. 
Pond / Environmental Lake 
would be a bonus. Sherburne 
County, Northern Wright 
County, Benton County. 
Please call 763-274-2769.  
________________________

Real Estate

220 USED CARS to choose 
from. We also BUY used cars. 
Guaranteed Approval! Brandl 
Auto Connection, 559 Hwy 10, 
St. Cloud (next to the red barn 
Dairy Queen). 320-229-1900. 
Apply online at: 
www.BrandlAutoConnection.com
________________________

Used Cars

Pick up a copy 
of the PATRIOT at the 
following locations:

CLEARWATER: 
Coborn’s; 
Palmer:  

General Store;
SANTIAGO: 

General Store; 
BECKER: 

Food Pride, 
PATRIOT office; 

BIG LAKE: 
Coborn’s

TO PLACE A 
CLASSIFIED AD 

Call 763-275-0275

TO PLACE YOUR AD 
CALL THE PATRIOT

 763-275-0275

BECKER  
All-City Garage Sales are 
SATURDAY, JUNE 12, 2021!

The deadline for ads is June 2!
Call Patriot News MN

 763-275-0275 to advertise!

BIG LAKE  
All-City Garage Sales are 
SATURDAY, MAY 15, 2021!

Call Patriot News MN
 763-275-0275 to advertise!

HASSAN SAND & 
GRAVEL has a large se-
lection of decorative rock, 
pulverized & screened top-
soil, all types of driveway 
aggregates, wood & rubber 
mulch, landscape supplies, 
play/volleyball/mason sand, 
fieldstone boulders, steps & 
natural quarry stone, syn-
thetic turf products. M-F 
7am-4pm & Sat. 7am-noon, 
13530 Williamdale Rd., 
Rogers. 763-428-2393.
www.HassanSand.com

Clip this ad & save $20 
off your purchase of 

$100 or more!
Exp. 10/01/21

Landscaping Supplies

 

NOW TAKING APPLICATIONS 
FOR THE WAITING LIST: 

Broadway Square 
River Park View

Terrace View 
Monticello, MN 
1 & 2 Bedrooms 

School View Square
Big Lake, MN 

1, 2 & 3 Bedrooms
Elk Terrace 

Elk River, MN 
1 & 2 Bedrooms 

Clearwater Park View 
Clearwater, MN 

1, 2 & 3 Bedrooms
MetroPlains Management LLC 

(763) 263-1955
M-F 7:30am - 4pm

Apartments

HUGE GARAGE SALE. 
Thurs., May 13th & Fri., May 
14th, 8-5. Sat., May 15th 
8-noon. Trinity Lutheran hurch, 
1st Ave., Clear Lake. Clothing 
of all sizes, home decor, bed-
ding & so much more. Most 
items only 50 cents.
________________________

Garage Sale

Big Lake All City Garage Sale
ESTATE, CANCER FUNDRAISER, & BUSINESS (SPECIALTY 
VEHICLES) SALE. 17759 221st Ave NW, Big Lake, May 14th 
& 15th (8am-4pm). Furniture (some vintage), Tools, Vehicles, 
Household, Pool Table, Golf Clubs, Wall Art & many other Misc. 
items. All items excellent condition!.
___________________________________________________

                                     Week of May 9, 2021             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

MISCELLANEOUS

FREE ONLINE SEMINAR

WANTED TO BUY

EMPLOYMENT

MISCELLANEOUS

ONLY $279 to reach a statewide audienceof 1.7 million readers!!! 1-800-279-2979

EMPLOYMENT
NORTHWEST AREA SCHOOLS 

Multi-District/Education Cooperative in 
Isabel, South Dakota is seeking applica-
tions for the following instructor position/s: 
open until  lled. Speech Language Pathol-
ogist, Early Childhood Special Education 
Instructor, Intro. to Drafting and Design/
Architectural Drafting and Design (CTE 
CADD position). South Dakota licensure 
is required and work-related experience 
may count toward certi cation. NWAS of-
fers competitive salary, bene ts, transpor-
tation and SD Retirement. Contact Quinn 
Lenk, Director, at 605/466-2206, or email 
quinn.lenk@k12.sd.us. Northwest Area 
Schools Multi District/Education Cooper-
ative does not discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, religion, national origin, sex, 
disability, or age in its programs and activ-
ities and provides equal access to the Boy 
Scouts and other designated youth groups.

FREE ONLINE SUMMIT 
to energize your business. 30 
successful business leaders share 
their secrets. Watch on demand, 
May 19-22. Details and registration: 
https://tinyurl.com/ImagineBestFuture

COMMERCIAL APPLICATORS 
Competitive wage and bene ts, meal 
allowance, paid lodging. Traveling posi-
tion for railroad vegetation control, 60-80 
hours/week. RAW (Cooperstown, ND) 
888/700-0292 info@rawapplicators.com
w w w . r a w a p p l i c a t o r s . c o m 

FULL-TIME 
LABORATORY TECHNICIAN 

Bene ted position available at First Care 
Health Center in Park River, ND. CLS/CLT 
certi cation required. 32 hours per week. 
To apply or for more information, go to: 
www.firstcarehc.com/employment-opportunities

WANTED: 
ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES 

Running or not. Titled or not. Cash 
in exchange. Sell now while prices 
are high! Call Dan at 612/720-2142

DONATE YOUR CAR 
truck or boat to Heritage For The 
Blind. Free 3-day vacation, tax de-
ductible, free towing, all paper-
work taken care of 844/220-9501

THE GENERAC PWRCELL 
A solar plus battery storage system. 
Save money, reduce your reliance on 
the grid, prepare for power outages 
and power your home. Full installation 
services available. $0 Down  nanc-
ing option. Request a free, no obliga-
tion quote today. Call 888/913-5895 

AT&T WIRELESS 
Two great new off ers! Ask how to get 
the new iPhone 11 or Next Genera-
tion Samsung Galaxy S10e on us with 
AT&T’s Buy one, Give One off er. 
While supplies last! Call 855/332-0464 

DISH NETWORK $64.99 
for 190 Channels! Blazing fast inter-
net, $19.99/mo. (where available.) 
Switch & get a FREE $100 Visa gift 
card. FREE voice remote. FREE 
HD DVR. FREE streaming on ALL 
devices. Call today! 855/562-4309

TIMESHARE 
CANCELLATION EXPERTS 

Over $50,000,000 in timeshare debt & 
fees cancelled in 2019. Get free informa-
tional package & learn how to get rid of 
your timeshare! Free consultations. Over 
450 positive reviews. Call 833/619-1117 
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Becker All Night Grad Party
May 28 at River City Extreme in 

Monticello. COVID precautions still 
in place. 

Due to COVID this was the clos-
est venue outside of our community, 
we have a Go Fund Me page: https://
gofund.me/be19544d to help offset 
the pricing.

Becker American 
Legion Auxiliary

Meetings are held the second 
Tues. of every month at the Becker 
Legion Hall (Old Fire Hall), 7pm. 
Paula Hinds, President (763) 262-
6679. 

Becker 
American Legion

Becker Legion meets the sec-
ond Tues. of every month at 7pm at 
Becker Legion (old fire hall.)

Becker AA Meeting
Area 35 Alcoholics Anony-

mous meets Thurs. at 8pm at Church 
of Mary of the Visitation, 12100 
Sherburne Ave., Becker. Joe (763) 
262-0231.

Becker Boy Scout 
Pack 92 Cardboard, 
Paper & Aluminum

Bring your aluminum cans to 
the trailer located near Becker True 
Value & paper & cardboard recy-
clables to the dumpsters near the 
same location the first Sat. of every 
month. There will be a Scout there 
to help unload between 9am-12pm. 

Becker Evangelical 
Ministries

Every Wed., 6-7:30pm at 
Becker Middle School. GYM 45 
- growing young men. HIS KIDZ 
- K-3rd grade. G.I.R.L.S. GROUP - 
4th & 5th grade girls. 

Becker Free Church (763) 261-
4125 or register online at WWW.
BECKERFREECHURCH.ORG 
(under Youth Connection click 
“Event Registration”).

Becker Food Shelf 
Open Tues., 9-11am & Thurs. 

4-6pm. The food shelf is  located 
12060 Sherburne Ave. in City Hall. 
(763) 261-4612.

Becker Lions Club
Meetings are held the second 

Mon. each month at 7pm at Becker 
City Park. Dale Seavert (320) 290-
5342.

Becker Lions Collecting 
Items to Recycle

The Becker Lions are collecting used 
eyeglasses (no cases please) and 
hearing aids.  Collection buckets are 
located at the Becker Community 
Center, Insight Eye Care and Becker 
Food Pride.  We are no longer col-
lecting used cell phones or printer 
cartridges.  If you have any questions 
please contact Lion Dale Seavert at 
(320) 290-5342 (phone or text) or by 
email at djseavert@gmail.com.

City of Becker/Becker 
Township Recycle Day

Sat. May 15, 9am-1pm. Held 
at Northern Metals. For more infor-
mation call City of Becker Public 
Works, (763) 200-4275. Becker City 
& Township residents only.

Becker Sons of the
American Legion

Squadron 193
Meets the third Tues. of each 

month at 7 pm at Becker Legion (old 

fire hall). Looking for new members. 
Commander John Fischbach (320) 
249-0579.

Becker Beyond the 
Yellow Ribbon Meeting

The monthly meetings are held 
6 pm the third Thurs. of the month 
at Becker City Hall. (320) 980-2752 
or see the state website at www.be-
yondtheyellow ribbon.org.

 
Big Lake American Legion  

Post #147
Meets the first Thurs. of the 

month @ 7 pm. Community Room by 
the Big Lake Police Station, 790 Mn-
nesota Ave, Big Lake 55309. Please 
contact Commander Paul Seefeld 
(612) 801-7731. 

Big Lake OPEN 
AA Meetings

Mon., 7pm at the Church of Mary 
of the Visitation Catholic Church, 
Big Lake. Big Book Study, Handicap 
Accessible. Questions? Contact: Rob, 
(763) 218-5328.

Big Lake Al-Anon
Meetings held Mon., 7pm at 

Mary of the Visitation Catholic 
Church - Big Lske Annex, “lawn 
chairs outdoors when weather per-
mits.”

Newcomers encouraged - we 
are a very welcoming group! Laurie 
(763) 218-5330.

The Big Lake American 
Legion Auxiliary 

Meets the first Tues. of each 
month at 6:30pm. in the Senior Cit-
izen Center at Big Lake City Hall. 
Please contact Kathy at (763) 263-
6093 for membership information.

Big Lake Beyond the 
Yellow Ribbon

The Big Lake Beyond the Yellow 
Ribbon meets at 6:30pm on the third 
Mon., of each month in the Commu-
nity Room adjacent to the Big Lake 
Police Dept. & the Big Lake Library.

Big Lake Bicycle Advisory  
Committee

Meets second Tues. of each 
month at 11am. Meetings via Zoom 
due to COVID. Contact Recreation 
& Communication Coordinator Cor-
rie Scott at cscott@biglakemn.org or 
612-297-6331 for meeting links or 
questions on the Committee Web-
site: https://www.biglakemn.org/443/
Big-Lake-Bicycle-Advisory-Commit-
tee.

Big Lake Community 
Food Shelf

The Big Lake Community Food 
Shelf hours of service are Mon. & 
Thurs. 5:30-7:30pm & Wed. 9-11am. 
We also serve clients every “Freebie 
Friday” from 11:30am-12:30pm., 
providing produce, dairy, & bakery 
goods. To volunteer call (763) 263-
2432 or www.blcfs.org.

Big Lake Day of Prayer
Big Lake meets year round the 

first Wed. of the month, at 7am for 
a prayer breakfast at Big Lake High 
School flagpole.

The Big Lake Lions 
Looking for community minded 

people to join our organization. If in-
terested in getting involved with our 
organization, please contact any Lion 
member or send a note to P.O. Box 
128, Big Lake, MN 55309 or (763) 
263-2218.

Big Lake Lioness
If you are interested in joining 

an organization dedicated to service 
within their community, come visit 
us the second Mon. of every month at 
the Lions Park on CR 5 in Big Lake. 
Social starts at 6:30pm & the meet-
ing begins at 7pm. All are welcome 
to attend.

Big Lake Lioness Club
Sponsors HS Seniors

Seniors have completed their ap-
plications & essays for scholarships 
from local organizations. Two $1000 
scholarships to two lucky seniors to 
help with their educational needs. 
Seniors interested in applying for the 
scholarship must write a 100 word 
essay on what ‘Community Service 
Means to Me’. Essays are carefully 
chosen by two members of the Lion-
ess Club to reflect the subject matter 
& announced at graduation ceremo-
nies. 

Big Lake Lioness
Election for Officers

In April the club will elect new 
officers and in May the District Gov-
ernor of 5M7 will install those offi-
cers. As June rolls around, we await 
the official word on Spud Fest and its 
activities. We all hope for a safer and 
healthier summer for everyone!

Big Lake & Orrock Township 
City of Big Lake  
2021 Recycle Day

Sat., May 15. Town of Big Lake 
Maintenance Building, 20150 166th 
St. NW, 8am-1pm. For more info go to  
www.biglaketownship.com. 

Big Lake Senior Center
The Big Lake Senior Club meets 

Tues., 1-4pm, Big Lake City Hall, 
160 Lake St. North. We would love 
to have you join us for card games 
& conversation. Darlene (763) 263-
7134 for information.

Big Lake Women of Today
Hold a monthly general meeting 

at Senior Activity Center located in 
the Big Lake City Office Building on 
the 3rd Thurs. of the month @ 7pm. 
Contact Natalie @ (612) 518-3504 or 
find us at FaceBook or www.biglake-
womenoftoday.webs.com.

Clear Lake Legion 
Meets the second Tues. of the 

month at Palmer Twp. Hall. The Le-
gion will meet at 7pm. New members 
are always welcome. Bud Stimmler at 
(320) 761-5793.

Clear Lake Lioness
Blood Drive

Clear Lake Lioness will sponsor 
a Red Cross Blood Drive on May 17, 
12:30-6:30pm, St. Marcus Church, 
8701 Main Ave, Clear Lake.

Make an appt. on line at Red-
Cross Blood.org or call Judy 

(320) 743-2108.

Clearwater AA/Al-Anon
Meeting is at 7pm, Sun. night at 

Clearwater United Methodist Church, 
405 Main St. Clearwater. (320) 310-
1399 AA or (320) 558-6613 for Al-
Anon.

Clearwater AA Meeting
Mon. nights, 7pm at Rejoice Lu-

theran Church, 1155 CR 75, Clearwa-
ter. (612) 801-7317.

Clearwater Legion
Clearwater Legion meetings are 

held the second Thurs. of the month. 
Auxiliary 6:30pm, S.A.L. at 7pm, 

Legion 7:30pm. Clearwater Legion, 
Clearwater.

Clearwater/Clear Lake Food Shelf
Open Mon. 5:30-7pm, Tues. 

9-11am & 6-8pm, Wed. 3-5pm & 
in the brown Lions Community 
Building beneath the water tower in 
Clearwater.  We service residents of 
Clearwater & Clear Lake.

Clearwater
Narcotics Anonymous 

 Meetings are at 7pm, Wed. 
night at Clearwater United Method-
ist Church, 405 Main St. Clearwater. 
(612) 607-4484.

Dementia Support Group
The fourth Wed. of each month 

at 10-11am, Room 19 at Becker Com-
munity Center, 11500 Sherburne 
Ave. No cost to join. Tami Kolbinger 
at (612) 590-2449 or email tjkolbin-
ger@ gmail.com.

FREE - Advocates for
 Independence

 First & third Wed. of the month 
2-4pm at Independent Lifestyles, 215 
North Benton Drive, Sauk Rapids. 
Make a difference in your community 
for people w/disabilities. Michele 
Pelka (320) 281-2042.  All abilities 
are welcome to attend.

Free Grace Recovery
Sun. 6-8pm at Clear Lake Town 

Hall, 7684 1st Ave. W. Clear Lake. A 
light meal will be served at 6pm. Ev-
eryone is welcome. Justin or Renee at 
(612) 384-9069.

FREE - The Saint Cloud Area  
Parkinson’s Disease 

(PD) Support Group invites 
you to “Coffee & Conversation” 
the last Wed. monthly at 10am at 
Edgewood Living 677 Brianna 
Drive, Sartell. Meetings are open 
to those diagnosed w/PD, their 
families, caregivers, & the general 
public. Group provides support, 
education, & awareness about the  
disease. Bobbi (320) 281-3343.  

God’s Grub Community Meal
Second Sun. of every month, 

4:30-6:30 pm. Saron Lutheran, Big 
Lake, 311 Lake Street South. Served 
curbside, ready to go.

Jack & Jim’s
44th Annual Smelt Fry

Wed., May 19, serving starts 1pm 
with all the trimmings - All-You-Can 
Eat. Jack & Jim’s, Duelm, MN. (320) 
968-9995.

Living with Parkinson’s  
Under The Age of 60

We meet the third Tuesday  
of each month from 6:30-8pm at 
Saron Lutheran Church, 311 Lake 
Street So., Big Lake, MN 55309.  

Any questions, please call Ca-
mille Johnson at (763) 350-7401.

Mental Health 
Discussion Group

Meets Mon., 6-7pm at Indepen-
dent Lifestyles, 215 N. Benton Dr., 
Sauk Rapids. This is a free group, 
everyone is welcome. Ricky (320) 
281-2025.

Palmer Day
Volunteer’s Needed

This year’s Palmer Day is slated 
to be Sat., Sept. 11, 2021.Palmer Day 
has been held the Sat. after Labor Day 
every year the past 21 years with a 
parade, great food & beer for sale & 

more at the Park, proceeds are do-
nated to local, non-profit organiza-
tions. 

Volunteers are needed to keep it 
going. Email Nancy Lorentz if inter-
ested or more info @ nancylorentz@
gmail.com.

Palmer Township
Clean-up Day

Sat., May 22, 7am-12pm. Palmer 
Town Hall on County Rd 6, watch 
for entrance, exit signs & directions 
from volunteers. Appliances & Elec-
tronics NOT Accepted. Volunteers 
are needed.

Parkinson’s Disease
Support Group

Meets third Mon. of the month, 
from 1-2:30pm at ILICIL Indepen-
dent Lifestyles, 215 N. Benton Dr., 
Sauk Rapids. This free group pro-
vides support, education, & aware-
ness about the disease. Independent 
Lifestyles at (320) 529-9000.

Rivers of Hope
Advocates for ending family 

violence, is a non-profit community 
based agency offering advocacy, sup-
port, education & referral services for 
victims of family violence. Working 
in partnerships w/schools, law en-
forcement, social service agencies 
& the court system in Sherburne & 
Wright Co. (763) 295-3433 or 1-800-
439-2642 or info@riversofhope.
org. Free & confidential. Phones an-
swered 24/7.

Snake River Free Mission Church 
Upcoming Events

Hymn sings are held every other 
month on the second Sun. at 4:30pm. 
Check Snake River Church FaceBook 
page for updates. Sat., May 8, 10am - 
2pm  spring sale. Plants, baked goods 
& soups for sale.

5 mi. N of Hwy 10 on CR 11, 
1.5 mi. E n CR4 & then L on 180th 
Ave (8940 180th Ave), Becker. Mary 
(612) 219-8648. 

Volunteer as a Foster  
Grandparent 

Local schools & organizations 
need caring adults like you! Orienta-
tion, training & ongoing support are 
provided. Pat Braun (612) 390-0617.

Wright County 
Community Action

You have been affected & 
are having or are anticipating 
having difficulity paying your  
mortgage, WCCA is here to help 
you navigate your options & keep 
your home. To speak with a home-
ownership advisor, call Wright 
County Community Action at (320) 
963-6500 ext. 238 today. Services 
are unbiased, confidential & free of 
charge. 

Young @ Heart
Group meeting at Rejoice Lu-

theran Church in Clearwater, will 
be canceled until further notice. 
We will wait until the state allows 
churches & other gatherings to 
begin & then look at our group & 
make a decision. 

Announcements

TO PLACE A
 CLASSIFIED AD 
Patriot Office

763-275-0275

   Becker Area Senior Center (BASC) 
Upcoming Events

BASC at Becker Community Center(BCC) 
Monday through Friday, 5am to 5pm.
Coffee, conversation & daily newspapers. Watch for May 
return of Monthly lunch & music, 500 cards, movies & more.

500 card party returns on Tues., May at 9:15am.

Save the Date, May 18 when BASC will be at Becker City 
Park all day for monthly lunch & music. 

BASC 763-528-0643    
Email: basc.becker@gmail.com

 

RSVP / The Volunteer Bridge
Community Mentor with Big Brother Big Sister Program
Youth are waiting for mentoring Bigs around Sherburne and Wright 
Counties.  Mentors will be matched with a “Little” to meet with 
about 3 – 4 times a month to play board games, go bowling, attend 
the movies, go fishing, or any safe and fun activity in the community.  
If you have a skill you’d like to pass on, this is a great opportunity 
to meet one-on-one with youth needing mentoring.  A background 
check is required, and training is provided. 
Drop-In Greeter with Open Doors for Youth
Be part of a new, ongoing volunteer opportunity hosted during youth 
drop-in hours!  Volunteers are needed in two-hour shifts from 1:00-
5:00 pm (shifts then being from 1-3 and 3-5 pm), Monday-Thurs-
day.  Duties include greeting and checking in our youth (be their 
first contact!), answering phones, receiving and recording possible 
donations that would come in. COVID guidelines are being followed 
in the center, including temperature checks, mandatory masks, and 
frequent sanitizing. Youth are encouraged to make appointments to 
maintain safe social distancing in the center. 
Indoor and/or Outdoor Chore Service with Senior Community 
Services
People want to stay living independently in their homes as long as 
possible, but often need help with light household duties.  Assist 
older adults to stay in their beloved home by helping with raking 
leaves, weeding, and other light yard cleanup activities.  Opportuni-
ties to assist in changing light bulbs, general house organizing, and 
other indoor household tasks are also available.  
  
If you are interested in volunteering in these or other opportunities, 
please contact: 

RSVP Volunteer Program 
763-635-4505 

heather.brooks@ci.stcloud.mn.us 
SherburneUnitedWay.org/Volunteer

June - Sherburne County Health & Human Services - 
Classes are as follows:

WIC (Women, Infants & Children) is for women who are pregnant, 
breastfeeding, recently had a baby, infants and children to their 5th 
birthday.  WIC provides nutrition education, breastfeeding support, 
healthy foods and referrals to health services/community resources. 
The service is free, and you or your children may be eligible.  For 
more information, please call 763-765-4116 or 1-800-433-5239, or 
check out the website http://www.co.sherburne.mn.us/hhs/wic.php. 
The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits dis-
crimination in the administration of its programs. WIC is an equal 
opportunity provider.
Immunization Tuesdays
Sherburne County’s Immunization Clinic offers free or low cost im-
munizations for children 18 years of age or younger and uninsured 
or underinsured adults 19 years and older in Minnesota who meet 
eligibility guidelines on Tuesdays from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.  Call for an 
appointment or more information, 763-765-4000 or 1-800-433-5239.

This Week’s Calendar Events:
Sun. - May 9, 2021:
• Israel Independence Day
• National Nursing Home Week (5/9-5/15)
• National Hospital Week (5/9-5/15)
• Mother’s Day
• National Transportation Week (5/9-5/15)
• National Receptionist Day
• National Bike to School Day
Mon. - May 10, 2021:
• National Lipid Day
• National Etiquette Week (5/10-5/16)
• National Shrimp Day
• National Washington Day
• National Women’s Healthcare Week (5/10-5/15)
• World Lupus Day
• National Stuttering Awareness Week (5/10-5/16)
• Canada: National Nursing Week (5/10-5/16)
Tues. - May 11, 2021:
• National Nurses Day
• Moon Phase: New Moon
• National Animal Disaster Preparedness Day
• National Miniature Golf Day
• National Train Day
• World Fair Trade Day
• Military Spouse Appreciation Day
• National Hummus Day
• Cannes Film Festival (5/11-5/22)
• National Police Week (5/11-5/17)
Wed. - May 12, 2021:
• National Nurses Day
• National Fibromyalgia Awareness Day
• National School Nurse Day
Thurs. - May 13, 2021:
• National Apple Pie Day
Fri. - May 14, 2021:
• Lewis & Clark Expedition Sets Out: Anniversary, 1804
Sat. - May 15, 2021:
• Spring Astronomy Day
• Peace Officer Memorial Day
• National Safe Boating Week (5/15-5/21)
• United Nations: International Day of Families

Game Time
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Obituaries

763-262-1454
Becker, MN

763-452-2500
Big Lake, MN

320-743-2204
Clear Lake, MN

FUNERAL HOME • CREMATION SERVICES

www.williamsdingmann.com

FAMILY FUNERAL HOMES

SPONSORED BY: SPONSORED BY:

8852 Cty Rd 23
Becker, MN 

Phone:
763.261.5656

Ralph du Monceaux, Owner
Free Loaners ~ Free Estimates 

~ Honest Work

763-261-5656
Ralph’s

Auto Body

763-262-4237

M-F
8AM-

4:30PM

Owner: Chad Schwintek
13050 1st Street Becker, MN 55308

• BECKER
Grace Lutheran Church (LCMS)
Pastor: David M. Johnson, 763-262-7782, 11185 27th Ave SE. Services: Sun. 
Worship 9am, Sun. School 10:30am, Wed. J.U.M.P. 6pm.
Becker Baptist Church
Senior Pastor: Nathan Bucher, Youth Pastor: Kevin Drehmel, Director of Min-
istry to Children & Families: Amy Drehmel. 
11951 Hancock Street, Becker • (763) 261-4202
Sunday Worship Service/Children’s Church at 10:30 am - attend in person 
or watch live stream. Children’s AWANA & Momentum Youth Group on 
Wednesdays at 6:30 pm. www.beckerbaptist.org. Find us on social media.
Becker Evangelical Free Church
Pastors: Patrick Drury (Senior), Chris Salvevold (Youth), 763-261-4125, 
Becker High School, Office: 11373 150th Ave SE. Services: Sun. Worship/
Teaching/Fellowship 10am.
Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church
Father: Michael Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 12100 Sherburne Ave. Mass Times: 
Sat. 5 pm; Sun. 8:30 am; Sun. 10:30 am. Masses held on 1st, 3rd & 5th Sun-
days of the month. (Masses held on 2nd & 4th Sundays in Big Lake)
Faith (Becker) Lutheran 
Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Yolanda Denson-Byers, 763-261-5751, 11755 Sherburne Ave. Ser-
vices: Sun. Worship 9:30 am, Sun. School 10am.
Oakwood Community 
Church Assemblies of God
Pastors: Gerry Bass & Sarah, 763-220-6004, 13140 1st St (SW Corner of 
Becker Furniture World). Services: Sun. Bible Study/Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Snake River Free Church
Pastor: Steve Johnston, 612-219-8648, 180th St SE. Services: Sun. Worship/
Sun. School 10:30am., Hymn Sing is second Sun. of every month.
Becker Christian Center & Abundant Grace Church
Pastor: Ken Hanson, 763-262-2177, 15455 59th St SE. Services: Sun. Praise 
& Worship 9:30am, Wed. Family Fellowship 7pm.
Beacon House of Prayer
Pastors: Brian & Linda Holmes, 763-263-3771, 12264 Pleasant Ave. Services: 
Thurs. Worship 6:30pm.
Free Grace United
Pastor: Kevin Wilson, 763-245-0001, 14000 Clubhouse Ln. Services: Wed. 
Worship 6:30pm.

• BIG LAKE
Acts Seventh-Day Adventists Community Church
Pastor: Bill Nixon, 763-263-2287, 20455 187th Ave Nw. Services: Sat. Wor-
ship 9am, Sat. Sabbath School 10:15am.
Bethany Bible Church
763-263-2167, 511 Eagle Lake Road. Services: Sun. School 9am, Sun. Wor-
ship 10am.
Bridgeview Assembly of God
Pastor: Steve Royalty, 763-263-6274, 20500 County Road 11. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am, Wed. Service 6:30pm.
SVEA Hill Covenant Church
Pastor: Don Bellach, 763-263-6322, 16392 235th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Cornerstone Baptist Church
Pastor: Gordon Langdon, 763-263-7878, 15300 County Road 35. 
Hope Lutheran Church 
(ELCA) in Orrock
763-263-7990. www.hopeintherefuge.weebly.com.
IFLESIA AMOR VIVIENTE
Living Love Church
Pastores: Juan & Patricia Aguayo, 763-607-5403, 21 Lake St N. Services: 
Sat. 6pm.
Lord of Glory Lutheran Church
Pastor: Marty Mably, 763-263-3090, 15550 190th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
8am & 10am.
Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church
Father: Michael Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 440 Lake St N. Mass Times: Sat. 5 
pm; Sun. 8:30 am; Sun. 10:30 am. Masses held on 2nd & 4th Sundays of the 
month.  (Masses held on 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays in Becker)
Riverside Church
Online: www.myriversidechurch.com, 763-263-2410, 2014 County Road 14. 
Services: Sun 8:45am, 10:30am & 12:05pm.

Saron Lutheran Church
Pastor: Kyle Sidlo, 763-263-2209, 311 Lake St. S. Services: Sun. Worship 
9:30am, indoors or livestream.
Spirit Life Church
Pastor: Jim Herzing, 763-262-LIFE, 221 Lake Street North. Services: Sun. 
Worship 9:45am, Going Deeper Discussion 9am, Wed. Prophetic Prayer - 
Hearing & Praying God’s Heart 7pm.

• SANTIAGO
South Santiago Lutheran Church ELCA
Pastor: Daryl Thul, 763-662-2048, 14675 37th St. Services: Sun. 9am drive-in 
Worship, Sanctuary Worship 10am.
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church E.L.S. & Princeton Evangelical School
Pastor: Timothy Zenda, 763-662-2570, 18977 17th St. Services: Sun. School/
Bible Class 10:30am, Divine Worship 9am.
Glendorado Lutheran (ELCA)
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Shari Routh, 920-573-0193, 1100 186th Ave NE. Services: Sun Good 
Shepherd 9am, Sun. Glendorado 10:30am.
Gethsemane Church 
(ELCA) – Ronneby
Pastor: Barbara Peterson, 320-983-5002, 14478 78th St. NE. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Glendorado Evangelical 
Country Church
Pastor: Sam Alfano, 763-662-2244, 16999 Glendorado Road NE. Services: 
Sun. School 9:30am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• CLEAR LAKE
Living Waters Church
Pastor: Mark Stahl, 320-292-0250, 7830 Church St. Services: Sun. Worship 
10am, Wed. Bible Study 6:30pm.
Trinity Lutheran Church 
Missouri Synod
Pastor: Josh Reber, 320-743-2919, 8641 Main Ave. Services: Sun. Worship 
8:45am, Sun. School 9:45am.
St. Marcus Catholic Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-743-2481, 8701 Main Ave. Services: Sat. Con-
fessions 4:15pm, Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. Jan-June 8am, July-Dec. 10am.

• DUELM
St. Lawrence Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-968-7502 or 320-743-2481, 10915 Duelm 
Road NE. Services: Sun Mass – Jan-June 10am, July-Dec. 8am.

• CLEARWATER
Clearwater United 
Methodist Church
Pastor: Alison Hendley, 320-558-2581, 405 Main St. Services: Sun. Worship 
9:30am.
Freedom Bible Church
605 Lime St. (Old Clearwater Post Office). Services: Sun. Bible Study 9:30am 
& 6pm, Sun. Worship 10:45am, Wed. Bible Study 7pm.
Rejoice Lutheran Church – ELCA
Pastor: Jim Bump, 320-558-6851, 1155 County Road 75. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9:30am.
Church of St. Luke
Father: Dennis Backer, 320-558-2124, 17545 Huber Ave NW. Services: Sat. 
Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8am & 10am, Weekday Mass Tues.-Fri. 8am/Sat. 9am.
Tri-County Alliance Church
Pastor: David Fogal, 320-558-2750, 8464 160th St NW. Services: Sun. School 
9am, Sun. Worship 10:30am. Wed. Nights (Sept.-May) - Free Family Meal 
5:30pm; Bible Adventure Club, Pre-K-6th Grade Students, 6-7:30pm; Youth 
Group Grades 6-12, 6-7:30pm. 

• SILVER CREEK
Immanuel Lutheran Church
Pastor: Ken Tatkenhorst, 763-878-2820, 11390 Elliot Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
Worship 9am
Silver Creek Community Church
Pastor: Zach Pryor, 320-963-3957, 4282 114th St NW. Services: Sun. Worship 
9am, Sun. Fellowship 10am, Sun. School 10:30am. Kathy J. Nelson

(612) 219-8644
Becker Office: 12390 Sherburne Ave 

www.realtor-kathynelson.com

RYAN HUBBARD
763-263-8334 

RESIDENTIAL  • COMMERCIAL - AGRICULTURAL

6715 125th Ave - Clear Lake, MN
320.743.2387 • Cell: 320.290.9843

Scott & Tonia Ulsby

KEN GEROUX CONSTRUCTION
C O R P O R A T I O N

Integrity • Excellence
Uncompromising Customer Satisfaction

Lic. #BC002757
Big Lake • 763-263-6878

Order Online!

Becker Pizza Depot
The Area’s Best Pizza -- Ask Anyone!

14281 Bank Street, Becker • 763-262-2700
www.BeckerPizzaDepot.com • Facebook: Pizza Depot

Pizza, Wings & More

Becker 763-261-4200  |  Princeton 763-389-4099
Monticello 763-271-7177

www.sherburnestatebank.com

Your Hometown Bank

Sherburne
State Bank

Member 
FDIC

290 EAGLE LAKE RD. N. BIG LAKE
763-263-3262 • WWW.CORNEROAKSDENTAL.COM

FAMILY & COSMETIC DENTISTRY

DR. REED DILL & 
DR. PETER KUEFLER

16455 122nd St Becker MN 55308

763-263-9471

763- 262-6500
quality cars, trucks & vans
www.dansofbiglake.com

24 
HOUR
Towing & recovery

19640 200th Ave., Big Lake

Big Lake

 763-263-6350
parkdental.com

This space 
can be yours!
763-275-0275

• Family Owned 
    & Operated
• Light, Medium and 
    Heavy Duty  Towing 

• Lockouts 
• Jump Starts 
• Winch Recovery

www.bobstowingandrecovery.com

• BIG LAKE 
• ELK RIVER 
• MONTICELLO

Church DirectoryChurch DirectoryChurch Directory
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can be yours!
763-275-0275

This space 
can be yours!
763-275-0275

This space 
can be yours!
763-275-0275

ADVERTISE IN OUR CHURCH DIRECTORY!  CALL THE PATRIOT 
TO FIND OUT HOW @ 763-275-0275

Mass of Christian Burial 
was Friday, May 7, 2021 at 
Mary of the 
V i s i t a t i o n 
C a t h o l i c 
Church  in 
Becker for 
Irene S. Ring, 
85 of Clear 
Lake who 
passed away 
on Wednes-
day, April 28, 
2021 at the St. 
Cloud Hos-
pital. Rev. 
Michael Kel-
logg will officiated, and burial 
was at the parish cemetery in 
Becker. Arrangements have 
been entrusted to Williams 
Dingmann Family Funeral 
Home, Becker.

Irene was born on June 1, 
1935 in St. Cloud to Florenz 
and Philomine (Weitzel) Wil-
helm. She worked as a nurse at 
the St. Cloud Hospital. Irene 
married Gordon Ring on Au-
gust 16, 1955 at Holy Spirit 
Catholic Church in St. Cloud 
and the couple made their home 
in Minneapolis. Irene and 
Gordon moved to the Becker 
area around 1959 where she 
became a homemaker and a 
seasonal employee for John-
son’s Strawberry Farm and 
Hayes’ Potato Farm. She 
was a member of Mary of the 
Visitation Catholic Church in 
Becker where she taught 6th 

Grade Catechism for over 
30 years. Irene enjoyed bird 

watching, na-
ture, tending 
to her flower 
gardens, and 
being close to 
the Mississippi 
River.  She 
loved to read, 
crochet, work 
on puzzles, 
and bake spe-
cial Christmas 
cookies for her 
loved ones. 
Irene’s life was 

always centered around her 
family and her faith.

Survivors include her 
sons and daughter, Gordon, 
Jr. (Bonnie) of Rockville, Jeff 
of Clear Lake, Scott of Becker 
and Samone (Todd) Plaster 
of Clear Lake; siblings, Dick 
(Cindy) Wilhelm of Andover 
and Lee Will of St. Cloud; 
10 grandchildren; 18 great 
grandchildren; and one great 
great grandchild. She was pre-
ceded in death by her parents; 
husband Gordon, Sr. in 2013; 
brothers, Bob and Sonny Wil-
helm; brother-in-law, Ron 
Will; grandson, Jason Ring; 
and infant great grandson, 
Bryan.

Obituary, Guest Book, and 
Video Tribute available on-
line: www.williamsdingmann.
com

IRENE S. RING, AGE 85
CLEAR LAKE, MN

JUNE 1, 1935 – APRIL 28, 2021
Services were Tuesday, 

May 4, 2021 at Salem Lu-
theran Church 
in St. Cloud 
for  Joyce 
M. Gilyard, 
age 91, of 
St .  Cloud 
who  was 
granted her 
angel wings 
on April 29, 
2021 from 
heart failure. 
Her final days 
were spent 
at her home 
surrounded by family. Rev. 
Timothy Routh officiated, and 
burial will be at South Santi-
ago Lutheran Cemetery at a 
later date. Arrangements have 
been entrusted to Williams 
Dingmann Family Funeral 
Home in Sauk Rapids.

Joyce was born March 8, 
1930 in Dalbo to William and 
Birdie (Leaf) Hedstrom. Her 
Swedish father and mother 
were small dairy farmers in 
Dalbo. Growing up on their 
family farm, Joyce learned the 
art of milking cows, garden-
ing, sewing, and cooking. At 
a young age, she spent several 
years helping aunts and uncles 
at their farms. She graduated 
from Princeton High School 
and worked as a clerk and 
bookkeeper in Princeton and 
Minneapolis. She married Aus-
ten Gilyard on March 14, 1953 
at South Santiago Lutheran 
Church. They lived in St. 
Cloud on a farm (where Cross-
roads Mall is now located), 
then moved near Becker, be-
fore buying their farm near St. 
Cloud. While raising her fam-
ily, Joyce milked cows, raised 
chickens, and worked at Her-
bergers. She was the second 
woman to be hired at Franklin 
Manufacturing before retir-
ing after 30 years. Joyce was 
very mechanical, and you 
could find her under the lawn 

mower sharpening the blades 
or cleaning the carburetor. 

Her interests 
included fam-
ily, gardening, 
fishing, sew-
ing, sudoku, 
puzzles, play-
ing cards, and 
crafting. She 
devoted much 
of her time 
and energy 
teaching her 
grandchildren 
sewing, quilt-
ing, cutting 

out paper dolls, gardening, 
canning, baking, and cooking. 
She won many blue ribbons at 
the fair for her beautiful quilts. 
She was considered a second 
mom and grandma to many.  
Joyce was a patient, loving, 
caring, sweet person with a 
great sense of humor. 

Survivors include her 
children, Marcy (Kenny) Rau 
of Sauk Rapids, Kermit (Deb-
bie) Gilyard of Princeton, 
Carol (Mike Bendel) Gilyard 
of Long Prairie, Nancy (Dave) 
Wagner of Golden Valley, 
Dwight (Nancy) Gilyard of 
St. Cloud; sisters, June (Wen-
dell) Peterson of New Brigh-
ton, Anna Mae Oelkers of St. 
Francis, Grace (Phil) Ward of 
Garrison; 14 grandchildren; 
20 great grandchildren; along 
with many nieces and neph-
ews. She was preceded in 
death by her parents; husband, 
Austen on October 29, 2006; 
sisters, Willie (Sandy) Sand-
quist, Genevieve (Orville) 
Lindquist and Jeanette Hed-
strom; and brother, Kenneth 
(Krista) Hedstrom.

A special thank you to 
CentraCare Hospice for the 
wonderful care given to Joyce, 
especially Amelia, Carrie and 
Janelle.

Obituary and Guest Book 
available online: www.wil-
liamsdingmann.com

JOYCE GILYARD, AGE 91
ST. CLOUD, MN

MARCH 8, 1930 – APRIL 29, 2021
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Public Notices
STATE OF MINNESOTA

TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
COUNTY OF SHERBURNE

DISTRICT COURT
PROBATE DIVISION

Court File No. 71-PR-21-55
NOTICE OF INFORMAL 

PROBATE OF WILL AND AP-
POINTMENT OF PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVE AND NO-
TICE TO CREDITORS
Estate of 
Cyrilla M. Beidleman,
Decedent

Notice is given that an appli-
cation for informal probate of the 
Decedent’s Will, dated November 
29, 2011 (“Will”), has been filed 
with the Registrar. The application 
has been granted.

Notice is also given that the 
Registrar has informally appointed 
Arlene Alberg, whose address is 
17096 Yakima Street, Andover, 
Minnesota, 55304, as personal 
representative of the Estate of 
the Decedent. Any heir, devisee 
or other interested person may be 
entitled to appointment as personal 
representative or may object to the 
appointment of the personal rep-
resentative. Unless objections are 
filed with the Court (pursuant to 
Minnesota Statutes section 524.3-
607) and the Court otherwise or-
ders, the personal representative 
has full power to administer the 
Estate, including, after 30 days 
from the date of issuance of letters, 
the power to sell, encumber, lease 
or distribute real estate.

Any objections to the probate 
of the Will or appointment of the 
Personal Representative must be 
filed with this Court and will be 
heard by the Court after the fil-
ing of an appropriate petition and 
proper notice of hearing.

Notice is also given that (sub-
ject to Minnesota Statutes section 
524.3-801) all creditors having 
claims against the Estate are re-
quired to present the claims to the 
personal representative or to the 
Court Administrator within four 
months after the date of this Notice 
or the claims will be barred.

A charitable beneficiary may 
request notice of the probate pro-
ceedings be given to the Attorney 
General pursuant to Minnesota 
Statutes section 501B.41, subdi-
vision 5.
Dated: 04/21/2021
/s/ Patricia A. Kuka
Court Administrator
Attorney for Personal Representa-
tive Mark Berglund
Berglund, Baumgartner, Kimball 
& Glaser, LLC 2140 Fourth Ave-
nue North
Anoka, MN, 55303
Attorney License No: 0338230 
Telephone: (763) 427-5950
FAX: (763) 427-7136
Email: mberglund@bbkglaw.com
(Published in the Patriot: 
05/01/21; 05/08/21).
___________________________ 

STATE OF MINNESOTA
TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

COUNTY OF SHERBURNE
DISTRICT COURT

PROBATE DIVISION
Court File No.: 71-PR-21-59

NOTICE OF AND ORDER 
FOR HEARING ON PETITION 
FOR FORMAL PROBATE OF 
WILL AND APPOINTMENT 
OF CO-PERSONAL REPRE-
SENTATIVES AND NOTICE 
TO CREDITORS
In Re: Estate of 
DOUGLAS BRATT,
Decedent.

It is Ordered and Notice is 
given that on 5/27/2021, at 1:30 
p.m. a hearing will be held in this 
Court at the Sherburne County 
Courthouse, 13880 Business Ctr 
Dr NW, Elk River, MN 55330, 
Minnesota, on a petition for the 
formal probate of an instrument 
purporting to be the Decedent’s 
Will dated January 10, 2019, and 
for the appointment of Carolyn 
Jean Byykkonen, whose address 
is 14960 Coyote Drive, Park Rap-
ids, MN 56470, and  Susan Mar-
garet Grangroth, whose address is 
24345 – 165th Street, Big Lake, 
MN 55309, as co-personal repre-
sentatives of the Decedent’s estate 
in an unsupervised administration.

Any objections to the petition 
must be raised at the hearing or 
filed with the Court prior to the 
hearing. If the petition is proper 
and no objections are filed or 
raised, the personal representative 
will be appointed with the full 
power to administer the Dece-
dent’s estate, including the power 
to collect all assets; pay all legal 
debts, claims, taxes, and expenses; 
sell real and personal property; and 
do all necessary acts for the Dece-
dent’s estate. 

Notice is further given that, 
subject to Minn. Stat. § 524.3-
801, all creditors having claims 
against the Decedent’s estate are 
required to present the claims to 
the personal representative or to 
the Court within four (4) months 
after the date of this notice or the 
claims will be barred. 
BY THE COURT
Dated: 4/20/2021
/s/ Gina DeVilbissHendry,
Court Administrator Deputy
THOMASON, SWANSON & 
ZAHN, PLLC
Roger A. Zahn, Attorney 
ID#0119659
120 N. Main Avenue, P.O. Box 87
Park Rapids, MN 56470
(218) 732-7236
ATTORNEY FOR PETITIONER
(Published in the Patriot: 
05/01/21; 05/08/21).
___________________________

STATE OF MINNESOTA
TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

COUNTY OF SHERBURNE
DISTRICT COURT

PROBATE DIVISION
Court File No.:71-PR-21-51

NOTICE OF INFORMAL 
PROBATE OF WILL AND AP-
POINTMENT OF PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVE AND NO-
TICE TO CREDITORS
Estate of
Gerald S. Hansen, also known as 
Gerald Stewart Hansen,
Decedent.

Notice is given that an Appli-
cation for informal probate of the 
Decedent’s Will, dated September 
30, 2020 (“Will”), has been filed 
with the Registrar. The Applica-
tion has been granted.

Notice is also given that the 
Registrar has informally appointed 
Emily M. Hansen, whose address 
is 1051 64th Avenue, Fridley, 
Minnesota 55432, as personal 
representative of the Estate of 
the Decedent. Any heir, devisee 
or other interested person may be 
entitled to appointment as personal 
representative or may object to the 
appointment of the personal rep-
resentative. Unless objections are 
filed with the Court (pursuant to 
Minnesota Statutes section 524.3-
607) and the Court otherwise or-
ders, the personal representative 
has full power to administer the 
Estate, including, after 30 days 
from the date of issuance of letters, 
the power to sell, encumber, lease 
or distribute real estate.

Any objections to the probate 
of the Will or appointment of the 
Personal Representative must be 
filed with this Court and will be 
heard by the Court after the fil-
ing of an appropriate petition and 
proper notice of hearing.

Notice is also given that (sub-
ject to Minnesota Statutes section 
524.3-801) all creditors having 
claims against the Estate are re-
quired to present the claims to the 
personal representative or to the 
Court Administrator within four 
months after the date of this Notice 
or the claims will be barred.

A charitable beneficiary may 
request notice of the probate pro-
ceedings be given to the Attorney 
General pursuant to Minnesota 
Statutes section 501B.41, subdi-
vision 5.
Dated: April 7, 2021
/s/ Patricia A. Kuka,
Court Administrator 
Attorney for Personal Represen-
tative:
Nicholas J. Kaster
Moss & Barnett, a Professional 
Association
150 S 5th Street, Suite 1200
Minneapolis, MN 55402
Attorney License No: 0334546
Telephone: (612) 877-5444
FAX: (612) 877-5075
Email: 
Nicholas.Kaster@lawmoss.com
(Published in the Patriot: 
05/01/21; 05/08/21).
___________________________

STATE OF MINNESOTA
TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

COUNTY OF SHERBURNE
DISTRICT COURT

PROBATE DIVISION
Court File No.: 71-PR-21-37

NOTICE AND ORDER OF 
HEARING ON PETITION FOR 
PROBATE OF WILL AND AP-
POINTMENT OF PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVE AND NO-
TICE TO CREDITORS
Estate of 
BARBARA J. HARTHAN, 
a/k/a/ BARBARA JEANNE 
HARTHAN,
Decedent.

It is Ordered and Notice is 
given that on 5/27, 2021, at 1:50 
p.m., a hearing will be held in this 
Court at Sherburne County Gov-
ernment Center, 13880 Business 
Center Drive NW, Elk River, Min-
nesota, for the formal probate of 
an instrument purporting to be the 
Will of the Decedent, dated Febru-
ary 15, 2011, and separate writing, 
under Minnesota Statutes section 
524.2-513 (“Will”), and for the 
appointment of Natalie J. Brown, 
whose address is 11192 Katherine 
Ave., Becker, MN 55308, as Per-
sonal Representative of the Estate 
of the Decedent in an UNSUPER-
VISED administration.

Any objections to the peti-
tion must be filed with the Court 
prior to or raised at the hearing. 
If proper and if no objections are 
filed or raised, the Personal Rep-
resentative will be appointed with 
full power to administer the Estate 
including the power to collect 
all assets, to pay all legal debts, 
claims, taxes and expenses, to sell 
real and personal property, and to 
do all necessary acts for the Estate.

Notice is also given that (sub-
ject to Minnesota Statutes section 
524.3-801) all creditors having 
claims against the Estate are re-
quired to present the claims to the 
Personal Representative or to the 
Court Administrator within four 
months after the date of this Notice 
or the claims will be barred.

A charitable beneficiary may 
request notice of the probate pro-
ceedings be given to the Attorney 
General pursuant to Minnesota 
Statutes section 501B.41, subdi-
vision 5.
BY THE COURT
Dated: March 29, 2021
/s/ Gina DeVilbissHendry,
Court Administrator Deputy
Attorney for Petitioner
Name: Bryan N. Anderson
Firm Bryan N. Anderson, J. D., 
P. C.
Street:4401 East Superior St.
City, State, ZIP: Duluth, MN 
55804
Attorney License No: 120467
Telephone:(218) 525-5922; 
FAX: (218) 525-5976
(Published in the Patriot: 
05/01/21; 05/08/21).
___________________________

STATE OF MINNESOTA
DISTRICT COURT

COUNTY OF SHERBURNE
TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
Court File No: 71-FA-20-564

Notice of Filing of Order
Case Type: Dissolution with 
Child
In RE the Marriage of
Nery Humberto Gomez
and 
Evelin Valeska Perez 

You are notified that on March 
12, 2021, the following was filed: 

Order for Service by 
Alternative Means 

Minnesota statutes and court 
rules direct that notices describing 
important rights and duties of the 
parties accompany certain orders/
judgments. These notices are in-
cluded with the order/judgment, 
where applicable: 

Notices pursuant to Minne-
sota statutes, sections 518.68 and 
518.17, subd. 3a (Appendix A, 
court form FAM301). 

Instructions for requesting a 
six-month review hearing (Court 
form FAM201; Minnesota Stat-
utes, section 518.1781). 
Dated: March 17, 2021
/s/ Patricia A Kuku
Court Administrator

STATE OF MINNESOTA
DISTRICT COURT

COUNTY OF SHERBURNE
TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
Court File No: 71-FA-20-564

Order for Service by Al-
ternate Means Minn. Stat. § 
518.11(c)
Case Type: Dissolution with 
Child
In RE the Marriage of
Nery Humberto Gomez
and 
Evelin Valeska Perez 
Upon petitioner’s Application for 
Service by Alternative Means and 
the files and records of this action, 
the Court finds:

• Personal service on respon-
dent cannot be made.

• Publication in Shetburne Co. 
might reasonably succeed in 
notifying respondent of this 
proceeding.

Therefore, it is ordered pursuant 
to Minnesota Statute§ 518.11 (c):

• Service shall be made by 
publishing the Summons 
in Sherburne Co. in a legal 
newspaper once each week 
for three consecutive weeks.

BY THE COURT
Dated: March 12, 2021
/s/ Brianne J Buccicone
Judge of District Court
(Published in the Patriot: 
05/01/21; 05/08/21; 05/15/21).
___________________________

STATE OF MINNESOTA
DISTRICT COURT

SHERBURNE COUNTY
TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
Court File No.: 71-FA-21-151
Case Type: Domestic Abuse
Notice of Issuance of Emergency 
(Ex Parte) Order for Protection 
by Publication (Minn. Stat. § 
518B.01, subd. 8)
In the Matter of:
Casandra Marie Aspinwall, 
Petitioner
Vs.
Joseph Albert Moos, 
Respondent
To Respondent named above:

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTI-
FIED that an Ex Parte Order for 
Protection has been issued in the 
above matter. You may request a 
hearing if you contact the court ad-
ministrator’s office within 12 days 
of the date of publication of this 
notice. You may obtain a copy of 
the Ex Parte Order for Protection 
and the form to request a hearing 
from the court administrator’s of-
fice at the following address:
Sherburne County Court Admin-
istration, 13880 Business Center 
Drive NW, Elk River, MN 55330.

Failure to request a hear-
ing or to obtain a copy of the Ex 
Parte Order will not be a defense 
to prosecution for violation of the 
Court’s order.
Date: April 29, 2021
/s/ Patricia A. Kuka
Court Administrator 
/s/ Terri L. Anderson
Court Administrator Deputy
(Published in the Patriot: 
05/08/21).
___________________________

Pick up a copy 
of the PATRIOT 

at the following 
locations:

CLEARWATER: 
Coborn’s; 
Palmer:  

General Store;
SANTIAGO: 

General Store; 
BECKER: 

Food Pride, 
PATRIOT office; 

BIG LAKE: 
Coborn’s

DissolutionsProbates

Becker ISD 726
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

                Notice is hereby given that Becker ISD 726
Requests proposals for:

Group Dental Insurance
Specifications will be available from 

National Insurance Services, 250 South Executive Drive, Suite 300, 
Brookfield, WI 53005, Phone: 800-627-3660 

Proposals are due no later than 3 p.m. Monday, May 24, 2021 at 
National Insurance Services, 250 South Executive Drive, Suite 300, 
Brookfield, WI 53005 or per RFP instructions.
(Published in the Patriot: 05/01/21; 05/08/21).

Becker Schools Public Notices

Ex Parte

NOTICE OF TESTING OF OPTICAL SCAN 
VOTING SYSTEM

INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 726
(BECKER PUBLIC SCHOOLS)

STATE OF MINNESOTA
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Independent School 

District No. 726 (Becker Public Schools) shall perform a public 
accuracy test of the optical scan voting system to be used in the 
District’s May 11, 2021 special election.  The test shall be con-
ducted at: 

Becker City Hall, Becker, Minnesota
on May 10, 2021 at 1 o’clock p.m.  Interested individuals are au-
thorized to attend and observe.  If you have any questions, please 
contact Angela Oswald at 763-261-4502, x5.
Dated: May 7, 2021    
BY ORDER OF THE SCHOOL BOARD
By: /s/ Ryan Obermoller
School District Clerk
Independent School District No. 726
(Becker Public Schools)
State of Minnesota
(Published in the Patriot: 05/08/21).

Township Public Notices

TOWN OF BECKER, SHERBURNE COUNTY, MN 
SUMMARY ORDINANCE NO. 2021-02

AN ORDINANCE GRANTING A CABLE TELEVISION 
FRANCHISE TO MIDCONTINENT COMMUNICATIONS, 
INC., ITS SUCCESSORS AND ASSIGNS, TO CONSTRUCT, 
OWN, OPERATE AND MAINTAIN A CABLE SYSTEM IN 

THE TOWNSHIP OF 
BECKER, MINNESOTA;

SETTING FORTH CONDITIONS ACCOMPANYING THE 
GRANT OF A FRANCHISE

The following official summary of the management of Town 
Right-of-Ways has been approved by the Becker Town Board as 
clearly informing the public of the intent and effect of the ordi-
nance.

Grant of Cable Television Franchise to 
Midcontinent Communications, Inc.

SECTION 1. The Town hereby enacts this new Ordinance relating 
to franchises.  This Ordinance grants a cable franchise to the Fran-
chisee with the intent to bring about completion in the delivery of 
cables services in the Town.  
SECTION 2. Effective Date.  This ordinance shall become effec-
tive upon its passage and publication. 
Adopted 19th day of April 2021.  

A printed copy of the entire ordinance is available for inspec-
tion by any person at Becker Town Hall, 12165 Hancock Street, 
Becker, MN during office hours or by emailing the Town Clerk:  
clerk@beckertownship.org.
Brian Kolbinger, Chair
Lucinda Messman, Town Clerk
(Published in the Patriot: 05/08/21).
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
The Lynden Township Board of Supervisors will hold a pub-

lic hearing on Wednesday, May 19, 2021 at 6:00 PM at the Lyn-
den Town Hall, 21367 County Road 44, Clearwater MN 55320 
to consider a variance application submitted by Jerry Konz of JK 
Landscape. The variance seeks to allow the increase of the imper-
vious surface area to 64.1 percent. A 60 percent impervious sur-
face area requirement is set by Stearns County Ordinance #439, 
Section 9.11.10, adopted by reference within Lynden Township 
Ordinance #7. The subject property(s) is ID # 19.10748.0117 and 
19.10748.0128, further described as Lot 001 Block 004 of Lynden 
Valley Industrial Park, Lot 002 Block 004 of Lynden Valley Indus-
trial Park, and Lot 003 Block 004 of Lynden Valley Industrial Park, 
within Section 03, Township 122, Range 027. The subject property 
address is 19512 Hubble Rd and 19534 Hubble Rd, Clearwater 
MN 55320.

If you are unable to attend, written comments can be sent to 
Jenny Schmidt, Lynden Township Clerk, 20517 Woodbine Rd., 
Clearwater MN 55320 or emailed to clerk@lyndentownship.net
(Published in the Patriot: 05/08/21).
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CITY OF BECKER
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given that the City of Becker Planning Com-
mission will hold their monthly meeting at 6:00 p.m. on Monday, 
May 24th, 2021 at the Becker City Hall, 12060 Sherburne Avenue.  
The Planning Commission will hold the following public hearing 
at this meeting:   

Approximately 6:00 p.m. – Zoning Ordinance Amend-
ments Several amendments adjusting accessory structure building 
height and minimum lot width in Section 11.32 (Single Family 
Residential (R-1) District) of the City of Becker Zoning Ordinance.

Anyone interested in this issue is encouraged to attend and 
comment at the Public Hearing.  If you are unable to attend please 
provide written comment to Jacob Sanders at P.O. Box 250, Becker, 
MN  55308 or by e-mail to jsanders@ci.becker.mn.us by 4:30 p.m. 
May 24th, 2021. 
Thank you.
Jacob Sanders
City Planner
(Published in the Patriot: 05/08/21).

Ordinance No. 232, 2nd Series Summary
AN ORDINANCE ADDING SECTION 11.42 SUBDIVISION 
5 AND AMENDING SECTION 11.42, SUBDIVISION 6 TO 

CHAPTER 11 IN CITY CODE ADDRESSING 
ACCESSORY STRUCTURE REGULATIONS IN THE 

T-TOWN ZONING DISTRICT.
The following official summary of the ordinance referred to 

has been approved by the City Council of Becker as clearly inform-
ing the public of the intent and effect of the amendments.

Chapter 11, Land Use Regulation
Section 11.42 SECTION 11.42. T-TOWN-THE BECKER HIS-
TORICAL DISTRICT

Subd. 5. Permitted Accessory Uses
Subd. 6. Front, Side and Rear Yard Setbacks

This ordinance adds language addressing regulations for ac-
cessory structures in the T-Town Zoning District of the City of 
Becker.

A printed copy of the entire ordinance is available for inspec-
tion by any person at City Hall any Monday through Friday be-
tween the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.

This document hereby is made a part of this ordinance and is 
attached hereto.
/s/ Tracy Bertram, Mayor
ATTEST:
/s/ Julie Blesi, City Clerk
(Published in the Patriot: 05/08/21).

Ordinance No. 233, 2nd Series Summary
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTIONS 11.02, 11.31, 

11.32, 11.33, 11.35, and 11.38 OF CHAPTER 11 LAND USE 
REGULATION IN CITY CODE

The following official summary of the ordinance referred to 
has been approved by the City Council of Becker as clearly inform-
ing the public of the intent and effect of the amendments.

Chapter 11, Land Use Regulation
Section 11.02 DEFINITIONS.
Section 11.31 AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT (AG)

Subdivision 2. Permitted Uses 
Subdivision 3. Conditional Uses 
Subdivision 4. Interim Uses

Section 11.32 SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT 
(R-1)

Subdivision 2. Permitted Uses 
Subdivision 3. Conditional Uses 
Subdivision 4. Interim Uses

Section 11.33LIMITED MULTIPLE FAMILY RESIDEN-
TIAL DISTRICT (R-2)

Subdivision 2. Permitted Uses 
Subdivision 3. Conditional Uses 
Subdivision 4. Interim Uses

Section 11.35 SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL- LARGE 
LOT DISTRICT

Subdivision 2. Permitted Uses 
Subdivision 3. Conditional Uses 
Subdivision 4. Interim Uses

Section 11.38 OFFICE COMMERCIAL AND MULTl FAM-
ILY (C-R2)

Subdivision 2. Permitted Uses 
Subdivision 3. Conditional Uses 
Subdivision 4. Interim Uses

This ordinance revises language regarding definition of and 
the requirements for Home Occupations throughout Chapter 11 of 
the City of Becker.

A printed copy of the entire ordinance is available for inspec-
tion by any person at City Hall any Monday through Friday be-
tween the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.

This document hereby is made a part of this ordinance and is 
attached hereto.
/s/ Tracy Bertram, Mayor
ATTEST:
/s/ Julie Blesi, City Clerk
(Published in the Patriot: 05/08/21).

Ordinance No. 234, 2nd Series Summary
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 2.60, 

SUBDIVISION 3 OF CHAPTER 2, ADMINISTRATION 
AND GENERAL GOVERNMENT.

The following official summary of the ordinance referred to 
has been approved by the City Council of Becker as clearly inform-
ing the public of the intent and effect of the amendments.
Chapter 2, Administration and General Government
SECTION 2.60 DISPOSAL OF ABANDONED MOTOR VEHI-
CLES, UNCLAIMED PROPERTY AND EXCESS PROPERTY.

Subd. 3. Disposal of Excess Property
This ordinance increases the value by which property is re-

quired to be sold by competitive bid and makes a change to receipt 
of funds to include the fund from where they originated.

A printed copy of the entire ordinance is available for inspec-
tion by any person at City Hall any Monday through Friday be-
tween the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.

This document hereby is made a part of this ordinance and is 
attached hereto.
/s/ Tracy Bertram, Mayor
ATTEST:
/s/ Julie Blesi, City Clerk
(Published in the Patriot: 05/08/21).

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
CP 71-HIS-001

Sherburne County History Center Trail
SHERBURNE COUNTY, MINNESOTA

NOTICE is hereby given that SEALED Bid Proposal Packages 
will be received by the Sherburne County Engineer at the office of the 
undersigned until
1:00 PM on Wednesday, June 2, 2021 for the following project:
The Major Quantities of Work are:
AGGREGATE SURFACING  TON 1,100
STONE RETAINING WALL  SF 306
4”& 6” CONCRETE SIDEWALK SF 4,800

Receipt of Bid Proposal: Bids will be received at the Public 
Works Office, located at the Sherburne County Government Center, 
13880 Business Center Drive Suite 100, Elk River MN 55330 until 
1:00 PM, Wednesday, June 2, 2021.

Bid Opening: Proposals will be opened by the County Engineer 
after the hour set for receiving bids at the Sherburne County Govern-
ment Center, Public Works Conference Room; 13880 Business Center 
Drive Suite 100, Elk River MN 55330. Due to the COVID-19 Order 
20-99, this will be a public online bid opening with no in person 
attendance by bidders. Information for accessing the bid opening 
will be provided with the bid proposal package.

Plans & specifications may be examined at the office of the 
Sherburne County Highway Engineer, 13880 Business Center Drive 
Suite 100, Elk River MN 55330, or at http://www.co.sherburne.mn.us/
publicworks/index.php & follow the Construction Projects & Bids 
(eGram) link. A user ID & password is required to download the Plans 
& Specifications. Contact Public Works at 763-765-3300 to obtain.

The cost to download the Plans & Specifications is free.

The cost to obtain a hard copy of the Plans & Specifications is 
$50.00 with an additional $10.00 mailing fee.

TO SUBMIT A BID – A Bid Proposal Package must be pur-
chased. The cost to obtain the Bid Proposal Package is $10.00. Re-
quests are made to the Sherburne County Engineer, 13880 Business 
Center Drive Suite 100, Elk River MN 55330.

Requests must be accompanied by check, draft, or money order, 
payable to the Sherburne County Public Works. Bids must be accom-
panied by a Certified Check or Bidder’s Bond made payable to the 
Sherburne County Treasurer as a proposal guarantee for at least 5% of 
the amount of the bid.

No bidder may withdraw their bid (which shall include the Certi-
fied Check or Bidder’s Bond) within 15 days after the scheduled clos-
ing for the receipt of bids.

The County Board will consider award of the contract at the June 
15, 2021 County Board Meeting contingent upon County Engineer & 
County Attorney review. It is the County’s intent to begin construction 
the middle of July 2021 and completed by middle of August 2021.

The County Board reserves the right to reject any or all bids & 
waive informalities. Dated at Elk River Minnesota, this 30th day of 
April 2021.
Signed: /s/  Bruce Messelt, Sherburne County, Minnesota

PUBLIC NOTICE
Sherburne County has designated its official website as http://www.
co.sherburne.mn.us/publicworks/index.php. Official publication of 
bids, requests for information, and requests for proposals will be done 
on the official website as an alternative means to disseminate solicita-
tions of transportation construction and maintenance projects.
(Published in the Patriot: 05/08/21).

Planning and Zoning Administration
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The Sherburne County PLANNING ADVISORY COMMIS-
SION will meet at 6:00 P.M. May 20th, 2021, at the Sherburne County 
Government Center, 13880 Business Center Drive, Elk River, Minne-
sota to hold a public hearing for all unincorporated areas of Sherburne 
County in which the County has zoning and land use authority, to 
consider the following application(s) and other planning and zoning 
related topics.

In response to COVID-19, we will continue to practice social 
distancing at our Planning Advisory Commission Meeting. The 
board room will be set up with 6’ between chairs for our board mem-
bers and applicants and residents that wish to comment. Masks are 
required to be worn at all times in the building. Depending on the 
amount of people in attendance you may be asked to wait in the hall 
outside the room until your particular hearing. Thank you for your 
understanding during this time.
Anderson Brothers Properties LLC & Orton Properties LLC 
(Property Owner Anderson Brothers Properties LLC): Request 
Preliminary and Final Simple Plat Approval of “BUENAVENTURA 
VISTA 3RD ADDITION” consisting of (2) lots. PID # 01-419-0010 
and 01-423-0210. Legal Desc: Outlot A W of Hwy 169 & Lot 1 & 
Lot 2 ex S 95 ft (full legal on file). Sec 4, Twp 35, Rge 26, Baldwin 
Township. 6.94 acres in the Commercial District and 2.76 acres in the 
Heavy Industrial District.
Anderson Brothers Properties LLC & Orton Properties LLC 
(Property Owner Anderson Brothers Properties LLC): Request to 
rezone property from Commercial District to Industrial District and 
from Heavy Industrial District to Industrial District. PID # 01-419-
0010 and 01-423-0210. Legal Desc: Outlot A W of Hwy 169 & Lot 1 
& Lot 2 ex S 95 ft (full legal on file). Sec 4, Twp 35, Rge 26, Baldwin 
Township. 6.94 acres in the Commercial District and 2.76 acres in the 
Heavy Industrial District.
Justin Massmann (Property Owner Justin and Melissa Mass-
mann): Request to rezone property from Agricultural District to Gen-
eral Rural District. PID # 10-136-3401. Legal Desc: E 400 ft of SE 
1-4 of SW 1-4 (full legal on file). Sec 36, Twp 33, Rge 27, Big Lake 
Township. 12.16 acres in the Agricultural District.
Ziegler Custom Homes Inc.: Request Preliminary Plat Approval of 
“CARLSON FARM” consisting of (9) lots. PID # 01-013-4100 and 
01-013-4101. Legal Desc: W 985 ft of E 1875 ft of N 1/2 (full legal 
on file). Sec 13, Twp 35, Rge 26, Baldwin Township. 80 acres in the 
General Rural District.
Polacek Family Partnership LLLP (Property Owner Jeffrey and 
Carol Groth): Request Interim Use Permit for a Contractor’s Yard. 
PID # 25-435-0105. Legal Desc: Teders Industrial Park Two, Lot 1, 
Blk 1, Subject to easement of record (full legal on file). Sec 16, Twp 
35, Rge 30, Haven Township. 7.8 acres in the Industrial District.

Core Exteriors, LLC (Property Owner Branden & Pamela Hub-
bard): Request Interim Use Permit for Home Business in an Acces-
sory Building-Office. PID # 15-464-0114. Legal Desc: Oak Savannah 
Second Addition, Lot 7, Blk 1. Sec 26, Twp 35, Rge 27, Blue Hill 
Township. 2.99 acres in the General Rural District.
Ryan Kirsling (Property Owner Diane M Bemboom Revocable 
Trust): Request Interim Use Permit for Home Business in an Acces-
sory Building-Auto Repair & Restoration. PID # 25-026-1111. Legal 
Desc: That part of the NE ¼ of NE ¼ (full legal on file). Sec 26, Twp 
35, Rge 30, Haven Township. 2.5 acres in the Agricultural District.
Jenna and Jeremy Hoffman (Property Owner Hoffman Real Es-
tate, LLC): Request Conditional Use Permit for a Horse Training and 
Boarding Stable. PID # 30-022-4405. Legal Desc: N 586 ft of SE 1-4 
of SE 1-4 (full legal on file). Sec 22, Twp 34, Rge 26, Livonia Town-
ship. 18 acres in the General Rural District.
Craig Hart (Property Owner Craig & Sandra Hart): Request 
Conditional Use Permit for Personal Storage Structure. PID # 40-459-
0116. Legal Desc: Sleepy Oaks, Lot 8, Blk 1. Sec 27, Twp 35, Rge 
29, Palmer Township. 1.86 acres in the Shoreland Residential District 
and within the Recreational Shoreland District of Rush Lake 710147.
Mark Hart (Property Owner Mark Dennis and Suzanne Marie 
Hart): Request Conditional Use Permit for Personal Storage Struc-
ture. PID # 40-459-0114. Legal Desc: Sleepy Oaks, Lot 7, Blk 1. Sec 
27, Twp 35, Rge 29, Palmer Township. 1.85 acres in the Shoreland 
Residential District and within the Recreational Shoreland District of 
Rush Lake 710147.
Robert Tjostelson (Property Owner Diane Tiegs & Robert Tjostel-
son): Request Conditional Use Permit for Personal Storage Structure. 
PID # 40-034-3405. Legal Desc: All that pt of Govt Lot 6 desc as (full 
legal on file). Sec 34, Twp 35, Rge 29, Palmer Township. .54 acres in 
the Agricultural District and within the General Development Shore-
land District of Elk Lake.

The hearing of these requests is not limited to those receiving 
copies of this notice, and if you know of any neighbor or affected 
property owner who for any reason has not received a copy, it would 
be appreciated if you would inform them of this hearing.

Recommendations made by the Sherburne County Planning Advi-
sory Board may be subject to further action by the Township of Bald-
win, the Township of Livonia or the Township of Big Lake, and the 
Sherburne County Board of Commissioners.

Recommendations that are forwarded to the County Board from 
this public hearing will be heard at the June 15th, 2021 County Board 
of Commissioners Meeting at 9:00 AM in the County Board Room 
located at the Sherburne County Government Center.
Nancy Riddle, Zoning Administrator
(Published in the Patriot: 05/08/21).

Sherburne County Board of Commissioners
April 20, 2021 - County Board Workshop Minutes

The Board Chair opened the County Board Workshop Meet-
ing.
State and Federal Representation Agreements. Administration 
Bruce Messelt, County Administrator 
Provided direction to County staff regarding solicitation of interest 
from area firms in providing Sherburne County with representa-
tional (e.g. lobbying) services for State and Federal legislative and 
executive issues, topics, and initiatives. 
Update on Work of Board of Adjustment Subcommittee. Ad-
ministration 
Bruce Messelt, County Administrator 
The Board received an update on the work that the Board of Adjust-
ment Subcommittee has been up to. Suggested edits to the Board of 
Adjustment Ordinance was discussed and direction was provided 
to the subcommittee. 
Recess, Reconvene Workshop Meeting
Overview of and Update on Current Solid Waste Management 
Topics, Projects, and Issues. Administration 
Dave Lucas, Solid Waste Administrator, Tim Sime, Asst. County 
Attorney 
Received an Overview of and Update on current Solid Waste Man-
agement topics, projects, and issues. Solid Waste Administrator 
Dave Lucas provided a summary of the role of the County for Solid 
Waste Management and a general overview of the Solid Waste 
Management Plan (SWMP). Assistant County Attorney Tim Sime 
provided the group with the history of the litigation (statutory, regu-
latory, LGU/RGU vs. State). Lucas also covered Elk River Landfill 
license renewal, Monitored Natural Attenuation (MNA).  
Adjourn Workshop Meeting
/s/ Raeanne Danielowski, Board Chairperson                       
/s/ Bruce Messelt, Administrator
(Published in the Patriot: 05/08/21).

Sherburne County
WARRANTS FOR PUBLICATION

Warrants Approved On 4/02/2021 for Payment 4/02/2021
Vendor Name  Amount
Anoka County 396,664.85
Braun Intertec Corp 3,812.50
Carefree Cleaning LLC 4,480.00
Cargill Inc 51,471.80
Corporate Connection 12,655.40
Dacotah Paper Co 7,416.64
Edinger/Richard 2,673.84
Fastenal Company 2,106.00
Florian & Linda Czech 7,400.00
Gallagher Benefit Services Inc. 12,131.25
Hess & Jendro Law Office, P.A. 3,760.00
McDowall Comfort Management 5,500.00
Minnesota Elevator, Inc 5,181.00
Office Of MN.IT Services 2,310.83
Phoenix Supply 2,404.27
Pro- Tech Security Sales 7,914.56
Spence Legal Services 2,595.00
The Wiley Law Office, PC 13,250.00
Washington County 29,615.87
72 Payments less than 2000 26,600.18
       Final Total: 599,943.99
(Published in the Patriot: 05/08/21).

Sherburne County
WARRANTS FOR PUBLICATION

Warrants Approved On 4/09/2021 for Payment 4/09/2021
Vendor Name  Amount
Anoka County 2,800.00
Construction Services Diversified Inc 4,453.25
Damon Farber Associates 2,561.00
Mansfield Oil Co of Gainesville, Inc 15,975.43
Mn Dept of Labor & Industry 2,886.10
Securus Technologies 5,105.64
Summit Food Service, LLC 15,927.52
Switchboard Advertising, LLC 2,500.00
The Hartford 42,768.89
Tyler Investigative Services 2,879.52
44 Payments less than 2000 17,170.60
       Final Total: 115,027.95
(Published in the Patriot: 05/08/21).

Sherburne County
WARRANTS FOR PUBLICATION

Warrants Approved on 4/06/2021 for Payment 4/06/2021
Vendor Name  Amount
Centerpoint Energy Resources Corp                              215,158.36 
                         Final Total: 215,158.36
(Published in the Patriot: 05/08/21).

Sherburne County
WARRANTS FOR PUBLICATION

Warrants Approved for Payment 4/09/2021
Vendor Name  Amount
5 Payments less than 2000                                8,217.50 
         Final Total: 8,217.50
(Published in the Patriot: 05/08/21).

Sherburne County
WARRANTS FOR PUBLICATION

Warrants Approved for Payment 4/02/202
Vendor Name  Amount
2 Payments less than 2000 3,285.18
     Final Total: 3,285.18
(Published in the Patriot: 05/08/21).

Sherburne County
WARRANTS FOR PUBLICATION

Warrants Approved for Payment 4/06/2021
Vendor Name  Amount
OBO Amazon  2,092.41
OBO CDW Government  2,284.92
OBO Dacotah Paper  2,797.52
OBO Nor- Tech  5,904.00
66 Payments less than 2000 25,725.21
       Final Total: 38,804.06
(Published in the Patriot: 05/08/21).

Sherburne County
WARRANTS FOR PUBLICATION

Warrants Approved for Payment 3/31/2021
Vendor Name  Amount
4 Payments less than 2000 5,482.27
     Final Total: 5,482.27
(Published in the Patriot: 05/08/21).
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 Sherburne County Board of Commissioners
April 20, 2021 - County Board Meeting Minutes

Call to Order 
The Sherburne County Board of Commissioners convened in regu-
lar session on April 20, 2021, at the Sherburne County Government 
Center in the City of Elk River, MN. Call to order by the Chair was 
at 9:00am.  Commissioner Dolan attended the meeting virtually via 
WebEx, pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 13D.021 and as authorized under 
County Board Resolution No. 032020-AD-1944: Declaring a Local 
State of Emergency. The Chair said a special thank you to our Public 
Safety Personnel. 
•  Moment of Silence and Pledge of Allegiance 
•  Approval of Regular Meeting Proposed Agenda 
• Schmiesing/Burandt unanimous to approve Regular Meeting 
Agenda as presented. 
Consent Agenda 
•  Fobbe/Dolan unanimous to approve the Consent Agenda as pre-
sented. 
•  Approved Regular Meeting Minutes: April 6, 2021.
•  Approved Workshop Meeting Minutes: April 6, 2021.
Commissioner & Manual Warrants. Auditor / Treasurer 
Diane Arnold, County Auditor/Treasurer
Approved Commissioner & Manual Warrants as follows:
•  March 31, 2021 Manual Warrants $5,482.27
•  April 2, 2021 Commissioner Warrants $599,943.99
•  April 2, 2021 Manual Warrants $3,285.18
•  April 6, 2021 Commissioner Warrants $215,158.36
•  April 6, 2021 Manual Warrants BMO Harris Pcard March 2021 
$38,804.06
•  April 9, 2021 Commissioner Warrants $115,027.95
•  April 9, 2021 Manual Warrants $8,217.50 
County/Club Trail Agreement, Resolution 042021-AD-2036 for 
Sherburne County to act as Sponsor for the Snowmobile Trails 
Assistance Program, and County Road Right-of-Way as Part of 
said Trail System. Auditor / Treasurer 
Diane Arnold, County Auditor/Treasurer 
Approved the following actions relating to the 2021-22 Trail Agree-
ment between Sherburne County and the Sherburne County Trail 
Association, authorized the County Auditor/Treasurer and/or County 
Administrator to sign all necessary forms and agreements to partic-
ipate in the program:
1) Approved the 2021-22 Trail Agreement between Sherburne 
County and the Sherburne County Trail Association;
2) Approved Resolution 042021-AD-2036 designating Sherburne 
County as Sponsor for the Snowmobile Trails Assistance Program 
for the fiscal year of July 1, 2021 to June 30, 2022; and 
3) Authorized use of County Road Right-of-Way as part of said 
agreement and officially-designated Trail System. (On file.)
Monthly Auditor-Treasurer Report for March 2021. Auditor / 
Treasurer 
Diane Arnold, County Auditor/Treasurer 
Accepted the March 2021 Report from the Auditor-Treasurer. 
03/31/2021 HHS OBO Warrants. Health & Human Services 
Amanda Larson, HHS Director
Approved HHS OBO Warrants as follows:
•  March 31, 2021 HHS OBO Warrants $3,525.12 
COVID-19 Response and Vaccine Implementation Funds. Health 
& Human Services 
Nicole Ruhoff, CHS Administrator 
Accepted a grant from the Minnesota Department of Health in that 
amount of $587,543.00 to perform duties and responsibilities related 
to COVID 19 Response and Vaccine Implementation.  This funding 
comes from two federal funding sources and is effective 4/01/2021 
to 12/31/2021.  
2021 Reclassification Reviews. Human Resources 
Tammy Bigelow, HR Director 
Approved 2021 Reclassification Review Recommendations, effec-
tive retroactively to January 1, 2021.
County Attorney’s Office:  Administrative Assistant I (4 employees)
* Grade 7 to Grade 8
* Job title change to Administrative Assistant II
Health & Human Services: Office Assistant - Income Maintenance 
Units (6 employees)
* Grade 5 to Grade 7
* Job title change to Administrative Assistant I
Health & Human Services: Support Enforcement Aide (1.8 employ-
ees)
* Grade 6 to Grade 7
* No job title change
Planning & Zoning: Environmental Specialist (1 employee)
* Grade 12 to Grade 14
* Job title change to Water Resources Planner 
Memorandum of Understanding with Teamsters Local 320 
Health & Human Services General Unit on Probationary Range 
Movement. Human Resources 
Tammy Bigelow, HR Director
Approved a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with Teamsters 
Local 320 Health & Human Services General Unit on Probationary 
Range Movement for employees designated as Administrative Assis-
tant I (assigned to the Income Maintenance Units) hired between the 
dates of April 19, 2021 - July 14, 2021. As a result of a reclassifica-
tion effective January 1, 2021, the Office Assistants assigned to the 
Income Maintenance Units have been reclassified as Administrative 
Assistant I.  (On file.) 
Knife River Corporation as Lowest Responsible Bidder for the 
2021 CSAH 20 Reconditioning Project (SAP 71-620-006). Public 
Works 
Andrew Witter, Public Works Department Head
Approved a Lowest Responsible Bidder, Knife River Corpora-
tion-North Central with a bid of $1,212,201.12., for the 2021 recon-
ditioning of CSAH 20 from US Hwy 10 to CSAH 16 (Project No. 
SAP 71-620-006). Project construction dates will be contracted from 
May 24, 2021 through July 2, 2021. 
WSB for Design and Construction Engineering Services for the 
Reconstruction of Bridges on CSAH 15 and CSAH 4. Public 
Works 
Andrew Witter, Public Works Department Head 
Approved an Agreement with WSB in the amount of $365,660 to 
provide design and construction engineering services for the recon-
struction of bridges on CSAH 4 (Bridge 71505) in Orrock Township 
and on CSAH 15 (Bridge 71504) in the City of Elk River. The term 
of this agreement shall commence on the effective date and, unless 
earlier terminated pursuant to this agreement, shall terminate on the 
date that all obligations have been fulfilled and all deliverables have 
been approved by the County. 
Park Dedication and Memorials Policy and Guidelines. Public 
Works 
Gina Hugo, Park Coordinator 
Approved Park Dedication and Memorials Policy and Guidelines. 
(On file.) 
Correctional Officers Week Proclamation. Sheriff 
Joel Brott, County Sheriff
Approved a proclamation designating the week of May 2-8 as Cor-
rectional Officers Week in Sherburne County. 
Announcements 
County Information and Board Correspondence. Administration 
Bruce Messelt, County Administrator 
County Administrator Bruce Messelt provided an update of infor-
mation regarding legislative activity and resulting media attention 
surrounding funding for NorthStar, brief update on legislative activi-
ties, 2021 County Road Projects, and a letter from Benton County re-
garding a proposed homeless shelter in the City of St. Cloud. Messelt 
provided an update on the publication discussion from past meetings. 
It was decided that 2 issues would be published in 2020 and in future 
years 3 issues would be published. A budget will be determined and 
return to the Board as a Consent Agenda item. Other announcements 
were made regarding a letter to county residents on COVID-19 Vac-
cinations and that the Sheriff’s Office will be hosting the 7th Law 
Enforcement Memorial with more information to follow.
Open Forum 
No one was present. 
Regular Agenda 

Proclamation of April 18th-24th as Victim Rights Week. Attorney 
Tim Sime, Assistant County Attorney, Michelle Berner, Victim Ser-
vices Coordinator 
Fobbe/Burandt unanimous to approve a Proclamation in recognition 
of April 18th-24th as Victim Rights Week. (On file.) Victim Service 
Coordinator Michelle Berner read a letter from a mother on behalf of 
her son expressing her gratitude to the County Attorney’s Office and 
their Victim Services Staff.  
Becker Ash Landfill License Renewal for Final Cover and Clo-
sure. Planning & Zoning 
Dave Lucas, Solid Waste Administrator 
Dolan/Burandt unanimous to approve Becker Ash Landfill License 
Renewal for a one-year term to allow final cover and closure of facil-
ity. Term date of this license shall commence on April 20, 2021 and 
expire on April 30, 2022.
2022 Budget Planning Schedule. Administration 
Dan Weber, Assistant County Administrator & Bruce Messelt, County 
Administrator 
Reviewed the 2022 budget schedule. Assistant County Administrator 
Dan Weber provided a review of the 2022 Budget Planning Schedule. 
Highlighted areas including budget and levy history and economic 
trends. 
Program Update and Highlights and Consider Proclamation of 
April as Child Abuse Awareness and Prevention Month. Health 
& Human Services 
Jodi Heurung-Dick, Social Services Manager 
Fobbe/Burandt unanimous to approve Proclamation of April as Child 
Abuse Awareness and Prevention Month in Sherburne County. (On 
file.) Social Services Manager Jodi Heurung-Dick provided updates 
on the Safe Child Council, STIRMN.org and Safe Families. Early 
Intervention Social Worker Marissa Wood shared a success story with 
the Board. 
COVID-19 Pandemic Update and County Response. Adminis-
tration 
Nicole Ruhoff, CHS Administrator 
CHS Administrator Nicole Ruhoff shared COVID-19 statistics and 
trends for Sherburne County and local vaccination clinics.  
Commissioner Correspondence, Committee Reports, Upcoming 
Meetings, Future Agenda Items 
Commissioner Fobbe - Testified in the House, Tri-Cap Executive 
Meeting, Soil & Water Board, Toured Zimmerman Firehall & Com-
munity Center, CMJT, Gina Hugo and GRRL meeting story walk, 
AMC Futures Leadership meeting, participated in  bridging the di-
vide through braver angels with Princeton Public Schools, Met with 
Ben Barton,  Met with new City Admin of Princeton, Zimmerman 
Vaccine Clinic, MICA meeting, Tri-Cap Board Meeting, Acknowl-
edged Vice President Mondale and his passing
Commissioner Burandt - BOA Sub Committee, Extension Commit-
tee, TZD, COVID-19 Steering Committee Meeting
Commissioner Dolan - Tech Steering Committee, EDA, Planning 
Commission, Extension Committee, CMRP, BOA Sub Committee, 
Parks Master Planning Public Engagement Session at History Center
Commissioner Schmiesing - Clear Lake Township & City of Becker 
on future projects, MCIT Board of Directors, Metropolitan Emer-
gency Board Meeting, MICA, AMC Board of Directors
Commissioner Danielowski - ATP3, APO Board Meeting, Sher-
burne County Update with Staff of Big Lake City Council, EDA, 
AIS Passports Meeting,  
Adjourn Regular Meeting, Open Ditch Authority Meeting 
Review and Approve Ditch Authority Agenda: April 20th, 2021.  
Auditor / Treasurer 
Fobbe/Schmiesing unanimous to approve Ditch Authority Agenda: 
April 20, 2021 as presented.  
Ditch Drainage Technician’s Report. Administration 
Mike Lindenau 
County Ditch Inspector Mike Lindenau presented the Board with a 
Ditch Drainage Technician’s Report highlighting Ditch 1 and Ditch 
28. 
Burandt/Dolan unanimous to accept Lindenau’s report as presented. 
Yearly Review of Ditch #1 Agreement with the City of Zimmer-
man. Auditor / Treasurer 
Diane Arnold, County Auditor/Treasurer 
Schmiesing/Fobbe unanimous to approve agreement for the Annual 
County Ditch #1 Meeting between Sherburne County and the City of 
Zimmerman. (On file.) 
Partial Repayment to the General Fund for Advances Made 
Earlier to Cover Overdrawn County Ditch Accounts. Auditor / 
Treasurer 
Diane Arnold, County Auditor/Treasurer 
Fobbe/Dolan unanimous to approve partial repayment from the Ditch 
Fund to the General Fund in the amount of $28,950.68, as listed, for 
earlier advances to cover overdrawn Ditch Accounts. 
Recess Regular Meeting, Open Closed Session 
Closed Session for Negotiation Strategy (M.S. 13D.03). Admin-
istration 
Tammy Bigelow, Dan Weber, Assistant County Administrator 
The Board entered Closed Session to discuss the labor negotiations 
pursuant to Minnesota Statute 13D.03. 
Adjourn Closed Session, Open Workshop Meeting
Adjourn Workshop Meeting 
HHS OBO Warrants
3/31/21        562.79  OBO Amazon
        522.60  OBO First Book
        398.00  OBO Fred Pryor Careertrack
        420.01  OBO Innovative
        646.72  OBO Penske Truck Leasing
        975.00  4 Payments less than 300
     3,525.12  Total
Manual Warrants
3/31/21     5,482.27  Agency Collections
     5,482.27 Total
Commissioner Warrants
4/1/21 113,905.17  General Revenue Fund
   63,831.41  Public Works Fund
 396,664.85  Sherco Regional Rail Authority
   25,376.56  Justice Center Enterprise Fund
        166.00  Agency Collections
 599,943.99  Total 
Manual Warrants
4/2/21     3,285.18  Agency Collections
     3,285.18 Total
Commissioner Warrants
4/6/21   22,430.36  General Revenue Fund
 192,728.00  Taxes & Penalties Fund
 215,158.36  Total 
Manual Warrants BMO Harris Pcard 
4/6/21   29,103.44  General Revenue Fund
     2,999.57  Public Works Fund
     3,936.00  Human Service Fund
     1,195.00  Solid Waste Fund
        684.83  Jail Commissary Fund
        725.22  Justice Center Enterprise Fund
        160.00  Agency Collections
   38,804.06 Total
Commissioner Warrants
4/9/21   20,284.13  General Revenue Fund
   24,862.45  Public Works Fund
        569.16  Solid Waste Fund
     8,634.90  Jail Commissary Fund
     2,223.75  Capital Proj- Building, Land  
   Acquisition
   12,304.57  Justice Center Enterprise Fund
   45,654.99  Agency Collections
        494.00  Taxes & Penalties Fund
 115,027.95  Total 
Warrants
4/9/21     8,217.50  Agency Collections
     8,217.50 Total
/s/ Raeanne Danielowski, Board Chairperson                       
/s/ Bruce Messelt, Administrator
(Published in the Patriot: 05/08/21).

*Free X-ray & consult offer has a minimum value of $75 and covers a 
traditional 2-D X-Ray & consult at initial visit. Free X-ray & consult 
offer may not be combined with any other coupons, discounts, insurance 
program, or prior order. Offer may change or end without notice. **Bring in 
a treatment plan from any competitor and we will beat the total treatment 
plan for comparable services. Treatment plan must come from a licensed 
dentist within the past six months for comparable services and is subject 
to verification. Some plans are excluded. Full details of the Best Price 
Guarantee are available from our web site or at this practice. [Valid until 
December 31, 2021.]
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Interested in being a 
sponsor for the Cop’s Corner? 

Contact Carol at the Patriot at 763.275.0275.
Team up with your police dept. 
for a better, safer community

“ASK A TROOPER” by Sgt. Jesse Grabow of the Minneso-
ta State Patrol

Question:  Are you seeing increased speed more in the metro 
or Greater Minnesota? And are those increased speeds on the 
Highway or the city streets?  

Answer:  The Minnesota State Patrol is seeing increased 
speeds across the state. Whether you live in the metro or Greater 
Minnesota, excessive speeds are a cause for concern. 

People tend to think of dangerous speeds on the highway, but 
traveling at a high rate of speed through a city can be just as tragic. 
Law enforcement statewide recently cited 759 drivers for going 20 
mph or more above the limit in a 30 mph zone (Feb. 1-March 31). 
The highest speed clocked in a 30 mph zone was 83 mph by Min-
neapolis Park Police. Imagine if a ball got away from a child or a 
person was crossing the street. At those speeds, it could be tragic. 

Statewide, law enforcement cited 23,052 drivers for speed vio-
lations from Feb. 1-March 31 during the extra speed enforcement 
campaign. The highest speed clocked in the metro was 127 mph 
and 135 mph in Greater Minnesota. 

The Minnesota Department of Public Safety Office of Traffic 
Safety (DPS-OTS), in collaboration with the Minnesota depart-
ments of Health and Transportation, announced the statewide 
campaign on Feb. 8. The campaign was created due to a significant 
increase in speed-related incidents and traffic fatalities in 2020. 

If you are concerned about a person speeding or driving aggres-
sively, find a safe place to call 911 and provide as much informa-
tion about the vehicle as possible. 

By driving smart and slowing down, we can all save lives on 
Minnesota roads and help everyone arrive home safely at the end 
of the day. Visit DriveSmartMN.org for more information. 

If you have any questions concerning traffic related laws or 
issues in Minnesota, send your questions to Trp. Jesse Grabow – 
Minnesota State Patrol at 1000 Highway 10 West, Detroit Lakes, 
MN 56501-2205.  (You can follow him on Twitter @MSPPIO_
NW or reach him at, jesse.grabow@state.mn.us).

Cop’s 
Corner

PUBLIC NOTICES,
SHERIFF & POLICE 

ACTIVITY REPORTS
are posted on our 

website: 
www.patriotnewsmn.com

Call for Service Summary: Total Calls for Service for Week:  212; 
2021 Calls for Service: 3,851; Traffic Stops/Enforcement: 38; Citations: 
6; Arrests: 6; Medical Emergency Calls: 10; Mental Health Holds: 1; 
Civil Mediation (Child Custody-Property): 5
Big Lake Police Arrests: Tammy Jager – (Age 49 – Big Lake, MN) – 
GM 3rd Degree DWI;  Stephanie Loscheider – (Age 
30 – Otsego, MN) – Misdemeanor 4th Degree DWI;  
Spencer Maas – (Age 22 – Big Lake, MN) – Misde-
meanor 4th Degree DWI; Jason Sulivan – (Age 44 
– Big Lake, MN) – Felony Flee in Moto Vehicle, 1st 
Degree DWI Refusal; Lauren Myslicki – (Age 33 – 
Big Lake, MN) – Domestic Assault;  Joshua Theis 
– (Age 31 – Bemidji, MN) –Felony 5th Degree Con-
trolled Substance 
Sun., May 2, 2021: Hwy 10/CR 81 - Revoked Driver 
- Driver stopped by officer for traffic violation, issued 
summons for Driving While Revoked; CR 73/Pond 
View Ln - DWI - Driver reported to be impaired, 
found to be under the influence of alcohol, arrested 
and booked into jail, see bookings for charges; Hwy 
10/CR 50 - DWI - Driver reported to be impaired, found to be under 
the influence of alcohol, arrested and booked into jail, see bookings for 
charges; 100 blk Leighton Dr - Disturbance - Officers dispatched mediate 
a verbal disturbance.
Sat., May 1, 2021: Hwy 10/CR 50 – Foot Pursuit – Officer stopped 
vehicle for equipment violations, driver had a felony warrant, driver fled 
from the vehicle into a swamp/wooded area, driver charged with fleeing 
on foot and the warrant; 40 blk Lake St S - Disturbance - Officers dis-
patched mediate a verbal disturbance; Hwy 10/CR 81 - DWI - Driver 
stopped for a traffic violation and found to be under the influence of 
alcohol.  Arrested and booked into jail, see bookings for charges.
Fri., Apr. 30, 2021: 5600 blk Highland Trl - Court Order Violation - Re-
port of the violation of a no contact order, investigation ongoing; Lake 

St/Monroe St - Revoked Driver - Driver stopped by officer for traffic 
violation, issued summons for Driving While Revoked; 5100 blk Ed-
inburgh Way - Harassment - Officers investigated harassment via text 
message/phone calls; 17000 blk Larkspur Ln - Harassment - Officers 
investigated a report of harassment via social media; 300 blk Lake St S - 

Harassment - Officers investigated verbal harassment 
between parties.
Thurs., Apr. 29, 2021: 1800 blk Traverse Ln - Distur-
bance - Officers dispatched mediate a verbal distur-
bance; Eagle Lake Rd/Bermuda Ave - DWI - Driver 
fled from officers, stopped for a traffic violation and 
found to be under the influence of alcohol.  Arrested 
and booked into jail, see bookings for charges; Lake-
side Park - Disturbance - Officers dispatched mediate 
a verbal disturbance; Hwy 10/CR 50 - Revoked Driver 
- Driver stopped by officer for traffic violation, issued 
summons for Driving While Revoked; Hwy 10/CR 81 
- Vehicle Crash - Report of a vehicle crash with no 
injuries, report completed.
Wed., Apr. 28, 2021: 600 blk Minnesota Ave - Re-

voked Driver - Driver stopped by officer for traffic violation, issued 
summons for Driving While Revoked; 500 blk Taft St - Fraud - Officers 
investigating fraud complaint.
Tues., Apr. 27, 2021: 5100 blk Ridge Rd - Property Damage - Report 
of damage done to grass; 500 blk Westwood Dr - Domestic Assault - 
Officers dispatched to a domestic disturbance, on individual found to 
have been assaulted, suspect arrested and booked into jail for Domestic 
Assault; Hwy 10/168th St - Felony Narcotic Arrest – Officer stopped 
vehicle for equipment violation, could smell marijuana coming from 
vehicle, driver admitted to recent marijuana use, vehicle searched, and 
officer located methamphetamine, driver arrested and transported to jail.
Mon., Apr. 26, 2021: 700 blk Martin Ave - Fraud - Officers investigating 
fraud complaint.

Big Lake Police Department
Calls for Service – Jail Bookings

Apr. 26, 2021 – May 2, 2021

The following individuals have been booked into 
the Sherburne County Jail for the alleged of-
fense(s):
Gregory Scott Schwartz, 31 of Zimmerman, MN  
55398 - FEL flee in motor vehicle & GM DWI. 
Hakeem Kapone Clark, 18 of Brooklyn Park, MN  
55445 - FEL firearm - receive/possess with no se-
rial number. Jordan Ray Fuchs, 20 of Isanti, MN  
55040 - FEL drugs 5th degree & 
MSD marijuana in motor vehi-
cle. Harrison Joseph Juarez, 37 of 
Redby, MN  56670 - FEL 5th de-
gree drugs. Dale Sigana, 38 of Red 
Lake Falls, MN  56750 - FEL 5th 
degree drugs (2 counts), GM intro-
duce contraband into jail & Bel-
trami Co. warrant. Jason Michael 
Sullivan, 44 of Big Lake, MN  
55309 - FEL flee in motor vehicle, 
obstruction, driving after cancella-
tion - IPS & open container. Lau-
ren Powers Myslicki, 33 of Big 
Lake, MN  55309 - MSD domestic 
assault. Joshua Michael Theis, 31 of Bemidji, MN  
56601 - FEL drugs 5th degree & MSD driving after 
revocation. Kimberly Jo Alexander, 48 of Zimmer-
man, MN  55398 - MSD violation of harassment re-
straining order. Jake Steven Mattson, 25 of Chaska, 
MN  55318 - FEL domestic assault by strangulation 
& DWI. Ryan Scott Melchior, 34 of St. Michael - 
Sherburne Co. warrants. William Gerald Ganley, 52 
of Minneapolis, MN  55430 - Scott Co. warrant. Val-
erie Carol Fix, 34 of Foley, MN  56329 - Sherburne 
Co. warrant. Louis Edward McCaleb, 19 of St. Cloud, 
MN  56304 - Hennepin, & Sherburne Co. warrants. 
Antoine Elijah Williams, 25 of St. Cloud, MN  56303 
- Sherburne Co. warrants. Christopher Noel Ogle, 20 
of Elk River, MN  55330 - Todd Co. warrant. Mat-
thew Raymond Steele, 40 of St. Paul, MN  55106 
- Sherburne Co. warrants. Edward Everett Gerry III, 
51 of Hinckley, MN  55037 - Sherburne Co. warrant. 
Ashley Marie Gieseke, 33 of St. Paul, MN  55104 - 
Sherburne Co. warrant.
Citations Issued: 1 traffic - careless driving - operate 
any vehicle carelessly on street or highway, 26 traffic 
- speeding - exceed limit, 1 traffic regulation - driver 
turning left fails to yield right of way to oncoming 
traffic, 1 traffic regulation - driver entering/crossing 
roadway from non-roadway fails to yield, 1 traffic 
regulation - school bus - stop signal extended/red 
lights flashing - other drivers to stop, 2 traffic reg-
ulation-uninsured vehicle-driver violation, 1 driver’s 
license - driving without a valid license for vehicle 
class or type, 3 traffic-driver’s license-driving after 
suspension, 3 traffic-driver’s license-driving after 

revocation, 2 liquor-consumption by persons under 
21, 1 operate mv or snowmobile on forest lands, 1 
forestry-open burning-prohibited materials. Total: 43
Calls for Service: 4 theft, 1 theft – mv – other, 2 
assault, 5 drugs/narcotics, 6 disturbing the peace, 5 
harassment, 1 obscenity, 11 property damage, 1 crim-
inal sexual conduct, 1 DAR/DAS/DAC, 2 crimes 
against administration of justice, 2 crimes against 

government, 3 trespass, 9 fraud 
complaint, 1 animal lost, 1 found 
person, 2 animal found, 1 prop-
erty found, 1 abandoned vehicle, 
4 accident – mv personal injury, 1 
accident – mv personal injury hit 
& run, 7 accident – mv property 
damage, 6 accident – vehicle v. 
animal, 2 animal complaint, 1 con-
servation, 8 dog complaint, 1 dog 
bite, 1 fire – vehicle, 2 fire – grass, 
1 alarm – fire, 1 death, 29 medical, 
5 mental case, 1 alarm – medical, 
5 miscellaneous public, 3 domestic, 
4 public assist, 21 agency assist, 11 

alarm – security, 17 civil complaint, 143 officer-ini-
tiated traffic stop, 11 traffic complaint, 2 suspicious 
person, 11 suspicious vehicle, 9 juvenile complaint, 
28 security check, 37 extra patrol, 6 loud music com-
plaint, 18 check the welfare, 2 burning complaint, 2 
boating complaint, 5 ATV complaint, 4 shooting com-
plaint, 1 parking complaint, 3 jail medical, 1 jail med-
ical guard, 16 paper service, 6 suspicious activity, 2 
hazardous road conditions, 1 hazardous materials, 21 
miscellaneous officer, 7 background check, 3 warrant 
arrest, 1 funeral escort, 20 transport, 1 pick up orders, 
4 911 phone alarm, 1 predatory offender registration, 
1 equipment problems, 5 911 hang up, 9 court book & 
release, 2 mail tampering, 3 public lift assist, 2 vehicle 
lockout. Total: 578
Apr. 25th: Holiday Gas Station on 165th Ave SE 
in Becker Township reported a gas drive off in the 
amount of $54.64; Holiday Gas Station on 165th Ave 
SE in Becker Township reported the theft of a light 
grey Rubbermaid brand cart.   Value of the cart taken 
is estimated to be $250; Kyle Lee reported the theft 
of a Bobcat Toolcat from the Zimmerman Bowl park-
ing lot on Gateway Drive in Zimmerman.   Bobcat is 
Black/White in color with Black/Orange rims.   Value 
of the Bobcat is estimated at $30,000.
Apr. 28th: Michal Pruchnik on Lake Ave in Zimmer-
man reported the theft of items from his residence.   
Items taken include:  a digital camera, camera back-
pack and lenses, pocketknife, computer tower and a 
flashlight for a pistol. Estimated value of the items 
taken is $1,710.

Sherburne County Sheriff’s Department
Activity Report

Week of 04/26/2021 - 05/02/2021
Apr. 26: Robert Joseph Ramey, 35, of Albertville, 
was arrested in Stearns Co. - Wright Co. warrant for 
5th degree possession of controlled substance viola-
tion. Rachel Howard Robinson, 26, of Minneapolis, 
was arrested in Hennepin Co. - Wright Co. warrant 
- theft violations. Jeremy Craig Degel, 35, of Cham-
plin, was arrested in Hennepin Co. - Wright Co. war-
rant - 5th degree possession of controlled substance 
violation. Mitchell James Witthus, 39, of Montrose, 
was arrested in Buffalo - MN Dept. of Corrections 
warrant - parole violation. Curtis Edwin Wilson, 27, 
of Elbow Lake, was arrested in Buffalo - Wright Co. 
warrant for 1st degree criminal damage 
to property violations.
Apr. 27: Angie Marie Kolden, 39, 
no permanent address was arrested in 
Anoka Co. - Wright Co. warrant for 
3rd degree possession of controlled 
substance & Stevens Co. warrant - pro-
bation violation. Jason Paul Baumgart-
ner, 39, of Monticello, was arrested 
in Monticello - charge of domestic 
assault. Brett Adam Iskierka, 32, no 
permanent address, was arrested in 
Buffalo - charge of 5th degree posses-
sion of controlled substance & Ramsey 
Co. warrant - 2nd degree burglary. Myron 
Ward Eastman, 41, of Brainerd, was arrested in Crow 
Wing Co. - Wright Co. warrant for firearm violation. 
Jacob Richard Storlien, 40, of Wayzata, was arrested 
in Buffalo - Isanti Co. warrant - check forgery. Tif-
fany Marie Smith, 33, of Buffalo, was arrested in Buf-
falo - charge of 5th degree possession of controlled 
substance. Ronald David Provo, 57, of Annandale, 
was arrested in Albion Twp. - charge of 2nd degree 
DWI. Candace Nadine Nelson, 32, of Montrose, was 
arrested in Buffalo - charge of 5th degree possession 
of controlled substance. Jacqueline Louise Lies, 35, 
of Annandale, was arrested in Waverly - charge of 
aiding offender to avoid arrest. Todd Allan Linder, 34, 
of Annandale, was arrested in Waverly - Wright Co. 
warrants - 2nd & 5th degree possession of controlled 
substance, 4th degree DWI, driving after revocation 
& Aitkin Co. warrant - parole violation. Daniel Lee 
Banyai, 41, of Zimmerman, was arrested in Monti-
cello - Isanti Co. warrant - 5th degree possession of 
controlled substance. Arthur Ryan Roberts, 35, of 
Howard Lake, was arrested in Howard Lake - MN 
Dept. of Corrections apprehension & detention order 
- 5th degree possession of controlled substance vio-
lation. Jennifer Sue Ketchum, 28, of Waite Park, was 
arrested in Albertville - charge of false information to 
law enforcement & Benton Co. warrant - DWI.
Apr. 28: Richard Joseph Janiak, 28, of Isanti, was 
arrested in Montrose - Dakota Co. warrant - receiving 
stolen property. Zachary Joel Stamey, 33, of Buffalo, 
was arrested in Buffalo - charge of 1st degree crim-
inal sexual conduct. Laticka Tennille Watson, 44, of 
Minneapolis, was arrested in Buffalo - charges of 
2nd degree DWI & child endangerment. Lance Keith 
Judge, 20, of Maple Lake, was arrested in Maple 
Lake - charge of disorderly conduct. Garrett James 
Vanzant, 23, of Maple Lake, was arrested in Maple 
Lake - charges of 5th degree possession of controlled 
substance & disorderly conduct. Hannah Louise 
Seaman, 21, of Buffalo, was arrested in Rockford - 
charge of domestic assault.
Apr. 29: Tyler James Lindahl, 20, of St. Cloud, was 
arrested in Buffalo - Wright Co. warrant - 5th degree 
possession of controlled substance violation. Michael 
Jon Novak, 52, of St. Paul, was arrested in St. Mi-
chael - charge of 5th degree possession of controlled 
substance, Hennepin Co. warrant - 1st degree pos-
session of controlled substance, & Mille Lacs Co. & 
Wright Co. warrants - 5th degree possession of con-
trolled substance. Kaila Marie Kingsley, 34, of Bra-
ham, was arrested in Annandale - Isanti Co. warrant 
- probation violation. Anthony David Benner, 35, of 
East Bethel, was arrested in Annandale - charge of 
5th degree possession of controlled substance. Cody 

James Bennett, 41, of Anoka, was arrested in Anoka 
- Wright Co. warrant - 5th degree possession of con-
trolled substance violation. Dimitri Lamar Accar-
do-Rainey, 28 of St. Cloud, was arrested in Hubbard 
Co. - Wright Co. warrant - fleeing law enforcement 
violations. Robert Charles Stenson, 26, of Abilene, 
TX, was arrested in Buffalo - Wright Co. warrant - 
2nd degree criminal sexual conduct violations. Jackie 
Mae Leonard, 58, of Maple Lake, was arrested in 
Buffalo - Wright Co. apprehension & detention order 
- 3rd degree DWI violations. Steven Robert Kees-
ling, 27, of Monticello, was arrested in Monticello 

- charges of 1st degree burglary, 
theft of motor vehicle & violation 
of order for protection. William 
Carl Hackett, 53, of Monticello, 
was arrested in Monticello - charge 
of domestic assault.
Apr. 30: Justin Charles Oberg, 40, 
of Otsego, was arrested in Otsego - 
charge of 2nd degree DWI. Kevin 
Michael Thurston, 37, of Chaska, 
was arrested in Clearwater - charge 
of 3rd degree DWI. William Frank-
lin Welcher 39, of Faribault, was 
arrested in Dakota Co. - Wright 

Co. warrant - 2nd degree assault vi-
olation. Ross Norman Jordan, 39, of Clearwater, was 
arrested in Clearwater - Wright Co. warrant - violation 
of harassment restraining order. Joshua David Robin-
son, 34, of Rockford, was arrested in Hennepin Co. 
- Wright Co. warrant - 5th degree possession of con-
trolled substance violation. Matthew Ray Thurman, 
27, of Becker, was arrested in Cokato - charge of false 
information to law enforcement, Wright Co. warrant 
- motor vehicle registration violations, Meeker Co. 
warrant - theft & MN Dept. of Corrections warrant 
- parole violation. Kory Steven Loveland, 44, of 
Otsego, was arrested in Otsego - US Marshalls war-
rant - weapon violation. Jennifer Dee Mork, 35 of 
Buffalo, was arrested in Buffalo - Wright Co. warrant 
- theft violations. Dennis Brian Dmitruk, 27, of Rich-
field, was arrested in Rockford - charge of violation 
of order for protection. Reid Dillon Fredrickson, 22, 
of Coon Rapids, was arrested in Monticello - Wright 
Co. warrant - 4th degree DWI violations.
May 1: Elijah Ravon Bass, 30, of Minneapolis, was 
arrested in Sherburne Co. - charges of 5th degree 
possession of controlled substance & possession of 
firearm violations. Taylor Ann Lehner, 27, of Mon-
trose, was arrested in Montrose - Wright Co. warrant 
for dangerous dog registration violations. Christine 
Louise Schneider, 62, of Annandale, was arrested in 
Annandale - Wright Co. warrant for theft violations. 
Joan Marie Chenowith, 62, of Buffalo, was arrested 
in Annandale - charge of 2nd degree DWI. Juan Jose 
Valdivia Barreno, 22, of Monticello, was arrested in 
Monticello - charge of 2nd degree DWI. Katie Anne 
Buczak, 32, of Monticello was arrested in Monticello 
- charge of 5th degree possession of controlled sub-
stance & Olmsted Co. warrant - contempt of court. 
Lisa Annette Daniels, 52, of Delano, was arrested 
in Delano - charge of 3rd degree DWI. Christopher 
Quinn Brenny, 52, of Montrose, was arrested in Mon-
trose - charges of obstruction of legal process, crim-
inal damage to property & disorderly conduct. Todd 
Alan Bradley, 55, of Otsego, was arrested in Otsego 
- Anoka Co. warrants - 5th degree possession of con-
trolled substance & check forgery.
May 2: Daniel Thomas Rolfer 35, of Elk River, was 
arrested in Buffalo - MN Dept. of Corrections warrant 
- parole violations.
There were 22 property damage accidents, 7 personal 
injury accidents, 1 hit & run accidents & 3 car deer 
accidents. 
There were 7 arrests for DWI, no underage consump-
tion arrests, 4 school bus stop arm violations & 91 
tickets for miscellaneous traffic violations reported 
this week.

Wright County Sheriff’s Department
Activity Report

Period Ending May 3, 2021

26-Apr: 2 extra patrol, 1 theft, 1 juvenile complaint, 1 fraud complaint, 
2 civil, 1 Dog at Large / Admin Citation #3544 & 3545, 1 public safety, 
4 record check, 1 vulnerable adult intake, 2 agency-assist
27-Apr: 2 security check, 1 911 hang-up, 2 mental health, 1 record 
check, 1 juvenile concern, 1 public safety, 1 civil, 1 expired tabs / driv-
ing conduct warnings
28-Apr: 2 security check, 2 speed warning, 1 record 
check, 1 agency-assist, 1 juvenile concern, 1 traffic com-
plaint, 1 extra patrol, 1 medical, 1 drive with due care Ci-
tation #156, 1 5th degree-controlled substance / Driving 
after Cancellation Citation #157, 1 public assist, 1 speed 
warning / Driving after Revocation Citation #158, 1 burn-
ing complaint, 1 speed / Driving after Revocation Citation 
#159
29-Apr: 1 expired registration warning, 1 parking com-
plaint, 1 extra patrol, 2 speed warning, 1 suspicious 
activity, 1 miscellaneous officer, 1 record check, 3 agen-
cy-assist, 1 suspended object warning, 1 welfare check, 1 
public assist, 1 turn signal warning, 1 equipment warning / 
small amount of marijuana, 1 Civil, 1 equipment warning, 
1 driving after revocation Citation #160, 1 security check

30-Apr: 1 DWI, 1 alarm, 3 medical, 2 equipment warning, 1 juvenile 
concern, 3 record check, 1 civil, 1 mental health, 1 burning complaint, 
1 miscellaneous officer, 1 driving after revocation Citation #161, 1 ve-
hicle lockout, 1 domestic dispute, 2 juvenile complaint, 1 expired tabs 
warning, 1 driving conduct warning, 1 5th degree-controlled substance / 

introduce controlled substance into jail / driving after 
suspension
1-May: 1 miscellaneous officer, 1 public assist, 1 
equipment warning / no proof of insurance warnings, 
1 driving conduct / equipment warnings, 5 agency-as-
sist, 1 dog complaint, 1 speed warning, 1 expired tabs 
warning, 1 juvenile complaint, 2 equipment warning, 
1 5th degree possession of controlled substance / drug 
paraphernalia / 1.4 grams of marijuana / driving after 
suspension
2-May: 2 agency-assist, 1 expired tabs warning / no 
proof of insurance Citation #162, 2 security check, 1 
suspicious vehicle, 1 suspicious activity, 1 burglary, 1 
expired registration Citation #163, 1 civil, 1 juvenile 
complaint

Becker Police Department
Activity Report

Week of April 26th – May 2nd
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Sherburne County Recorder Vital Statistics 
Marriage Application Report April 2021

Anthony Gerell Bradley and Kristina Hattie Howard of Elk River. 
Darrell Lee Lesperance of Dunseith ND and Jackie Ann Kuykendall of 
Elk River. Jason Chad Folkerts of Big Lake and Erica Corrinne Granger 
of Brooklyn Park. Jaimi Jenelle Hagen and Nicholas James Levos of 
Zimmerman. Amy Hang Doan and Terrell Micheal Spencer of Otsego. 
Tracy Edward Nohrenberg and Tina Marie Furlong of Brooklyn Park. 
Melanie Faye Parks of Big Lake and Nathan Peter Wisuri of Ishpem-
ing MI. Exsavor Renee Cruz and Jasmine Raye 
Elizondo of Zimmerman. Magdalena Alameda 
and Michael John Goettelman of Elk River. Julie 
Deng Deng and Jimmy Wang of Elk River. Jenna 
Kay Tieszen of Rogers and David John Berning 
of Big Lake. Andrew Jacob Menne and Me-
lissa Ann Spike of Big Lake. Pa Kou Xiong fo 
Champlin and Tanner Earl Brehmer of Elk River. 
Lauren Mae Johnsen and Mitchell Rex Weisser 
of Becker. Benjamin Bradley Christensen and 
Caitlin Jane Melland of Delano. Elona Sergey 
Komonash and Dmytro Fedosyuk of Elk River. 
Jason Scott Dircks and Nicole Megan Grabowski 
of Becker. Jada Lea Chambers and Luke James 
Mulvaney of Big Lake. Logan Michael Morrey 
of Rochester and Lauren Alexis Mccreery of 
Becker. Brayden Michael Sherman and Shan-
non Lynn Terhaar of Big Lake. Randolph Mark 
Hansen Jr and Christina Marie Larsen of Zimmerman. Katherine Diane 
Pieper of Belle Plaine and Gabriel Marc Melby of Becker. Chase Wil-
liam Urista  of Big Lake and Annaleigh Irene Steinke of Ostego. Charles 
Redmond Keifer and Megan Jean Louise Howe of Princeton. Nickolas 
Jake Braden and Alyssa Lynn Olson of Big Lake. Vasiliy Tynda Tynda of 
Plymouth and Zlata Strok of Elk River. Christopher Michael Wolfgram 
and Emily Kristen Gould of Otsego. Justin James Merritt and Makayla 
Rose Franklin of Big Lake. Ella Dashevskaya of Gresham OR and Kiril 
Iurie Liubimov of Ramsey. Cynthia Marie Miller and Brandin Michael 
Johnson of Elk River. Abbey Noelle Woodring of Saint Paul and Nich-
olas Joseph Langlais of Elk River. Jose Leonel Jasso Espinoza and Aide 

Alejandra Hernandez Diaz of Elk River. Kari Kay Mechtel and Chad 
Matthew Koren of Clear Lake. Jillian Michelle Anderson and Dwayne 
Paul Suther Erickson of Zimmerman. Benjamin Bradley Christensen and 
Caitlin Jane Melland of Delano. Dylan Jesus Alonzo Mr and Tessa Marie 
Eull Ms of Elk River. Max James Munstenteiger and Mackenzie Marie 
Martin of Becker. Jacob Michael Collins and Daniella Marie Trauba 
of Big Lake. Krystal Leigh Van Norman and Zachary James Griffin of 

Zimmerman. Grant Debolt Johnson of Otsego 
and Danai Alyse Hennen of Savage. Leah Seran 
Benz and Jacob Aaron Hiatt of Zimmerman. Mi-
chelle Ann Hartse and James Carl Schlief Jr of 
Big Lake. Jesse Joseph Lange and Autumn Eliz-
abeth Hellerstedt of Zimmerman. Caitlin Marise 
Mccarthy and Peter Louis Hajas of Cupertino 
CA. Hailee Nicole Brooks and Louis Dominick 
Pena of Bethel. Nathan Lee Hopkins and Anna 
Rose Jarvis of Becker. Andrew Matthew Wool-
house of Princeton and Deena Lee Grider of Big 
Lake. Amber Rose Dubois and Jacob Jay Miller 
of Brooklyn Center. Matthew James Ebert and 
Melisa Ann Bottila of Big Lake. David Dwayne 
Mccray Jr and Susan Marie Deschene of Dayton. 
Lance Eric Wascher and Dee Marie Bevington 
of Elk River. Maren Nicole Carlson of Prince-
ton and Dakota Alan Woolhouse of Elk River. 

Shannon Elaine Lacroix and Steven Daniel Bates of Zimmerman. Mary 
Jane and Sean Ryan Sarles of Elk River. Jared Solomon Schurhammer 
and Marilyn Christine Lavone of Elk River. Lisa Ann Courteau and Ireck 
Jed Kubly of Big Lake. David Lynn Rohde and Mary Ellen Murtaugh of 
Zimmerman. Kevin William Hohlen and Katie Ann Okan of Zimmer-
man. Taylor Rae Duell and Jacob Aaron Thompson of Elk River. Ryan 
Ilo Botten and Kari Jeanette Montague of Elk River. Rachel Katherine 
Wright and Jacob Lee Wenz of Becker. Jeffrey Steven Dorr and Alisen 
Marie Gundersen of Princeton. Morgan Anne Meyer and Nicholas Carl 
Radunz of Becker. Gabriel Anthony Storz and Andrea Grace Simonpietri 
of Becker. 
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Patriot Newspaper Graduation Guides
Be on the lookout for the Patriot’s Graduation Guides for graduating 

seniors in Becker and Big Lake High Schools! 

Attn: Homeschoolers from Becker, Big Lake, Clear Lake & Clear-
water. Submit your photo/name & location to us to be included in the 

guide. Send to production@patriotnewsmn.com.

Becker Grad Guide: May 29 

Congratulations to all graduating seniors! We are excited to celebrate your 
accomplishment with you, and wish you the best of luck in the future!

-Patriot Staff

Big Lake Grad Guide: June 5
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