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BIG LAKE

A Big Lake man went on a motor-
cycle trip this past summer that 

covered three continents! See his 
story on page 2. 

BECKER
The Becker CIS 4607 Robotics 

team held a demonstration at the 
Minnesota State Fair last week. 

See the story on page 4. 

COUNTY
Local Author M. M. Sudie will be 

speaking and signing her books at 
the Sherburne History Center next 

weekend. 
Check out  the story on page 8.

I N D E X
E D I TO R I A L / N E W S

-  Pa g e s  1 - 1 6
C H U R C H 

D I R E C TO RY
-  Pa g e  4 B

A N N O U N C E M E N T S
-  Pa g e  2 B
C O L U M N S /
O P I N I O N S
-  Pa g e  5 

L E G A L S / J U D I C I A L
-  Pa g e s  2 B  &  3 B

C L A S S I F I E D S
-  Pa g e  1 B 

E M P L OY M E N T
-  Pa g e  6

S P O RT S / A C T I V I T I E S
-  Pa g e s  1 0 - 1 6

O B I T UA R I E S
-  Pa g e  4 B

Put all your toys in one basket!

Parker Friedman
Big Lake

763-450-1350 
NMLS# 2144139

Subject to Credit Approval. N.M.L.S. #411232

Jessica Martineau-Tellegen
Monticello

763-295-4411
NMLS#1493691

www.libertybankmn.com
or visit us online at: libertyapply.com

It’s a great time to consolidate those obligations into one low monthly payment. Give us a call!

A BALD EAGLE wows the 
crowd during a Raptor Center 
presentation held in Clearwater 
recently. See Penny Leuthard’s 
story on page 7 on the Becker, 
Big Lake and Clearwater library’s 
special event. (Photo by Penny 
Leuthard.)
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•  B i l l ’s  F a m i l y 

Fo o d s
•  R u n n i n g s

•  E l ev i e r

Cargill is NOW HIRING for 
Production roles in 
Monticello and Big Lake!
Apply online today!

$3,000 FT SIGN-ON BONUS!
$1,000 PT SIGN-ON BONUS!
     - 1st shift food handler    
     $18.15+/hr.
     - 2nd shift food handler 
     $20.15+/hr.
     - 3rd shift sanitation            
     $22.00+/hr.

Visit: careers.cargill.com/Monticello-mn  or   careers.cargill.com/Biglake-mn    
Cargill is an Equal Opportunity Employer, including Disability/Vet.

NEW
 INCREASED 

WAGES! 
FULL & PART 

TIME 
POSITIONS

It’s Fall Sports 
Preview time! 
Check out your 
favorite teams for 
Big Lake and Becker 
starting on page 11!

By Penny Leuthard,
Contributing Writer

Clearwater’s first full 
Music in the Park sea-
son ended on a high note 
last week with the blue-
grass band Singleton 
Street entertaining 
the crowds with a 
toe-tapping con-
cert. The event 
was created as 
a way for local 
businesses to 
give back to the 
community as 
well as getting the 
community together 
outside. 

Clearwater had 
hosted Music in the Park 
concerts throughout the 
summer in the past, how-
ever they were discontin-
ued a number of years ago. 
With interest in bringing 
back the event rising, the 
Clear Valley Business 
Connection (CVBC) group 
took over the details and 
held three concerts last 
summer to gauge the com-
munity’s interest.

The response turned 
out to be overwhelmingly 
positive, with members of 
the community embrac-

ing the chance to come 
out and enjoy live music 
with their family, friends, 
and neighbors. Because of 

this, the concert series was 
planned for a full summer 
season this year, with Alyx 
Johnson and Chelsie Lortz 
taking over the planning as 
co-organizers.

“Feedback on the con-
certs has been great,” 

said Johnson. “Peo-
ple have commented 
how awesome it 
is to have them 
here so they don’t 
have to go into St. 
Cloud.”

Musicians for 
the events were 
found through re-

ferrals and a mes-
sage on Facebook 

stating they were look-
ing for bands to play 

throughout the summer. 
The response was amazing. 

“There are a lot of tal-
ented people around the 
area,” said Johnson. “The 
bands have all been great. 
We’ve had a good variety 
of music, with country ap-
pearing to be number one 
for getting people to come 
out.”

Clearwater’s Music in the Park 
completes first full season

 THE BAND ‘RETRO’ had the 
crowd’s toes tapping with their large 
variety of genres during one of the Au-
gust Music in the Park concerts. (Photo 
by Penny Leuthard.)

MUSIC to page 9

By Bill Morgan, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

People have been 
chomping at the bit, waiting 
for two new restaurants to 
open in Big Lake.

Willy’s On The Water
In December of 2021, 

Long time Big Lake iconic 
restaurant Russell’s on the 
Lake closed its doors for 
good. The property was 
purchased by persons who 
originally wished to convert 
the restaurant into a Willy 
McCoy’s. However, rumor 
has it the two owner halves 
of Willy McCoys could not 
come to an agreement on 
defining the restaurant in a 
specific way so Willy’s on 
the Water was born.

Rumor also has it the 
slow process of converting 
the Russell’s building to the 
vision of the new owner has 
been met with permitting 
and allowance issues — 
not the construction crew’s 
lacksadaisical efforts. Orig-
inally, the new restaurant 
was slated to have a late 
spring, early summer open-

ing but as of this week, the 
date is slated for later in 
September — maybe?

From the viewpoint of 
passersby, it appears the 
inside of the building has 
pretty much been gutted 
and is being transformed 
throughout. The exterior 
of the building has seen 
the iconic turret torn down 
and traditional white siding 
being installed along with 
keeping parts of the brick 
facade.

In the back, a huge 
deck has been constructed 
as well as an extension of 
the building towards the 
lake. Down at the shore, 
a huge dock configura-
tion has been assembled 
to allow for the parking 
of boats and other modes 
of water transportation for 
people wanting to access 
the bar/restaurant by water.

Willy’s on the Water 
is located at 111 Jefferson 
Blvd. in Big Lake. 

Bar 10
Bar 10 on Hwy. 10 

New restaurants 
opening soon? 

EATERIES to page 7

By Mark Kolbinger,
Contributing Writer

Energy grid instability 
has increasingly become 
a concern for Minnesota 
residents in the past sev-
eral months, prompting the 
Center of the American Ex-
periment (CAE) to launch 
their S.O.S. - Save Our 
Sherco - campaign.

Recently, many 
area residents have se-
cured their yard signs 
and are working to 
bring attention to the 
matter in an effort to 
sway both Xcel En-
ergy and the MN Pub-
lic Utilities Commission 
(PUC) to reconsider their 
plans for the closure of all 
three coal-fired plants at 
Sherco within the next sev-
eral years.

“This spring, the re-
gional electric grid to which 
Minnesota belongs, the 

Midcontinent Independent 
Systems Operator (MISO) 
announced that there was 
not enough reliable power 
plants on the grid to meet 
our expected peak demand, 
plus a margin of safety,” 
says CAE Energy and En-
vironmental Policy Fellow 
Isaac Orr. “This problem 

will only get worse if Xcel 
Energy closes Unit 2 at 
Sherco next year. We are 
in a reliability hole, and the 
first thing we need to do is 
stop digging.”

In addition to the yard 
sign campaign, the CAE 
has also launched a web-

site, SaveOurSherco.com, 
that allows people to send 
emails to Xcel and the PUC 
asking for their reconsider-
ation.

Orr reports that in the 
opening days of the cam-
paign, hundreds of petition-
ers have signed on to the 
cause and with Facebook 

ads launch-
ing early this 
past week, that 
number is ex-
pected to grow 
quickly.

D e s p i t e 
MISO’s warn-
ings about 
running out of 

electricity, there has been 
little movement in the state 
to remedy the situation 
with a postponement of the 
coal plant retirement.

However, a coal-fired 
plant in Missouri recently 

Save Our Sherco 
campaign gains steam

SOS to page 7
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Big Lake News
ASAP Pumping Service

• Residential Septic Tank Pumping 
• Commercial septic Pumping
• Holding Tanks• Routine Maintenance
• Tank Compliance• Emergency Service

Call 
763 415-0319

Serving Becker, Big Lake, Elk River 
and Surrounding Area

Emergency 
Service!

Keller Lake Commons in Big Lake, now an Assisted Living Community 
offering full apartments ranging from 644 to 956 square feet. Cable is included in rents 

for private pay and housing support (formerly known as GRH) renters. Accepting EW and 
CADI. For more information please contact Nicole Gilder, Housing Director at 

763-263-2363 or check us out online at www.kellerlakecommons.com

Svihel Vegetable Farm
6 Mi. S of Foley or 10 mi. N of Becker on Hwy 25 & Duelm Rd

Open 9am - 7pm

Canning tomatoes, sweet corn, Peppers, 
green beans, cabbage, beets, carrots, 

Strawberries, & so much more!

farm fresh 
fruits & vegetables

From the desk of
Ken Geroux

Office: 763-263-6878
Cell: 763-238-0182

Ken@KGCCORP.com

Integrity • Excellence • Uncompromising Customer Satisfaction

Congratulations Three 

Sons Hardware! Thank 

you for investing in our 

community!

Rejoice Lutheran Church 320-558-6851

Adults $20 • Children 12 & Under $7
Reservations Preferred • Seating at 3:30 & 5pm

Lutefisk & Swedish Meatball Dinner

  • Granny’s Attic • Raffle
  • Gift Boutique • Bake Sale
  • Farmer’s Market
  • Kid Zone (11-2)
  • Silent Auction

Beer Garden
Lunch Grill

Activities: 10am - 5:30pm

FALL FESTIVAL
SAT, SEPT 24

rejoicelutheranchurch.org
email: rejoice@rejoicelutheranchurch.org

Bring in this ad during our 
Fall Fest to ole’s For a Free Beverage!

Located between the water towers 
at 1155 County Rd 75, Clearwater

Call Becker Community Ed for
more information @ 763-261-4506

It’s never too late to learn!

GED Test Preparation
Tuesdays from 6-8:30 p.m.

Becker High School Library (Enter Door #11)

No need to pre-register, just come to class!

FREE Adult Basic 
Education & GED Classes!
1st week of classes begins Sept. 13th

S6
Rich Gorka, Andover

By Katherine Cantin,
Staff Writer
Reporter.Katie@PatriotNewsMN.com

Big Lake local Kevin 
Staples went on a very 
unique trip this summer. 
He took his motorcycle all 
over Europe and into parts 
of Africa and Asia. In his 
desire to share some of the 
highlights of his tour with 
Patriot readers, Staples sat 
down with this reporter and 
recounted his journey. 

Back before Memorial 
Day, Staples headed over 
to Germany, where he had 
arranged to have his bike 
shipped. He went without 
a plan, just a date when 
he had to be back home. 
In honor of Memorial Day 
weekend, he decided to 
start the trip off by taking in 
some of the WWII memo-
rials. Staples headed to the 
Normandy Memorial first. 
He said that when the staff 
saw his U.S. license plates 
on his bike, they made sure 
to give him an amazing per-
sonal tour. 

From there, Staples 
meandered up through 
Denmark before deciding 
to change directions and 
head south through France 
and Spain and through the 
Strait of Gibralter. He noted 
that the famous passage be-
tween Europe and Africa 
was open, but a negative 

COVID-19 was required in 
order to pass between the 
two continents. 

Staples said that Africa 
was, “Nothing like what 
people said.” He decided 
to take in the local markets 
and meet some of the resi-
dents. He would try to find 
the little coffee shops or 
restaurants that seemed like 
local favorites, and avoided 
anything that was for tour-
ists. Oftentimes, locals who 
saw his U.S. plates would 
wave him over to sit and 
chat. He didn’t speak the 
same language as the lo-
cals, but they were able to 
have conversations using 
hand gestures and photos. 

As Staples continued 
on his journey, he decided 
that he couldn’t take much 
more of the Saharan heat, 
and so made his way back 
to Spain. He visited a small 
town which is a part of 
Spain, although it is on the 

African continent. From 
there, he took a trip back 
through the Gibraltar Strait 
and headed north through 
the Andorra Mountains. 
Although the mountains 
were cooler due to high 
elevation, Staples was still 
roasting. He had to close all 
his jacket vents after tiny 
native wasps got into his 
jacket (a situation that was 
neither popular with the 
wasps or with Staples). 

Staples continued 
heading east in search of 
friendly locals. In France, 
he was mainly ignored. He 
liked the locals in Slovania 

and Austria better, as they 
were friendlier towards 
him, but they still main-
tained a distance. In Croa-
tia, Staples said he felt right 
at home, as the people were 
very friendly and down to 
Earth.

“They’re the kind of 
people who don’t care how 
old the BMW is,” Staples 
said. 

Staples did some re-
search on bike storage, and 
found a promising place in 
Bulgaria, so continued to 
head in an easterly direc-
tion. He spent a lot of time 
following a river through 
Romania, and enjoyed the 
gorgeous scenery. Staples 
noted that this was when 
his trip really started to feel 
amazing. 

Staples made it to Bul-
garia and found the bike 
place, called MotoCamp. 
Although not ready to end 
his trip, Staples stopped 

and used the facilities to do 
maintenance on his bike. 
The people there were very 
friendly and helpful, and 
helped him to plan a route 
through Turkey.

The next day, he 
started making his way to 
and through Turkey. He 
loved the people there, who 
had big personalities and 
energy. Staples reported 
that driving in Turkey was 
kind of crazy, and a three 
lane road would quickly 
become a five lane road, 
as everyone crowded close 
together. 

The weather year round 
is incredibly consistent, 
with very little in the way 
of seasons. Year round, 
temperatures are 80ºF 
during the day and 60ºF at 
night. Another great thing 
is the lack of mosquitos. 

Staples began to work 
his way along the coast 
of the Mediterranean and 
headed back up into the 
mountains to avoid the heat. 
He ran into problems there, 
as several of the roads were 
deep under water. Staples 
said a local river had re-
cently been dammed, caus-
ing lots of flooding on the 
mountain passes, and it 
took some work to find his 
way around. 

His trip took him 
over the 1915 Çanakkale 
Bridge. The bridge runs 
over the Dardanelles Strait 
and is the longest suspen-
sion bridge in the world. It 
was only recently opened 
in March of 2022. Staples 
said the bridge was so huge 

that as he drove up to it he 
assumed it was much closer 
than it was.

Staples headed through 
Greece and back to Bul-
garia. He wanted to check 
out Montenegro and Al-
bania but decided to make 
those countries their own 
trip in the future. He visited 
the Black Sea. He knew 
that on the other side of the 
large body of water there 
was fighting in Ukraine, 
but he was not able to see 
anything. 

Finally, Staples headed 
back to MotoCamp in time 
for their Overland Traveler 
Convention. He got there a 
little early and helped out 
some of the other travel-
ers with bike maintenance 
and repair. He even gave a 
presentation on tire wear to 
the attendees, as he’d been 
collecting research on the 
various brands he’s used. 

Upcoming Trips
Staples is already plan-

ning his next few years’ 
of bike trips. He hopes to 
make a trip from the south-
ern point of South America 
back home again. He also 
hopes to go through Nepal 
and India. Staples says he 
has plans for the next five 
years and isn’t planning to 
slow down anytime soon!

About Staples
Staples grew up in 

Moundsview and has been 
living in Big Lake since 
2010. He works for Branch 
Manager as an engineer. 
Staples used to own and 
operate a bike shop in Chis-
ago.

KEVIN STAPLES visiting a WWII memorial in Belgium. (Submitted photo.)

Big Lake man takes amazing 
trip over 3 continents

A LOCAL MARKET in Italy. (Photo by Kevin Staples.)

ENTERING SLOVANIA, Staples took a moment to snap a picture as he crossed 
the border.  (Photo by Kevin Staples.)

By Katherine Cantin,
Staff Writer
Reporter.Katie@PatriotNewsMN.com

During the recent reg-
ular meeting, the Big Lake 
Town Board was notified of 
a proposed encroachment 
onto the township’s drainage 
easement. A property owner 
in the Meadowlands devel-
opment hoped to construct a 
shed which would encroach 
on the township’s easement. 
After sending representatives 
to investigate the location, 
the board determined there 
would be no resulting issues 
in drainage, and agreed to a 

license agreement with the 
homeowner to allow them to 
construct the building.

Another property in 
Sleepy Hollow development 
was brought to the board’s 
attention as well. The own-
ers had purchased the home 
already built. The owners 
hoped to construct a three 
season porch when they dis-
covered that the home was 
not in compliance with the 
side setback. The home was 
supposed to have been con-
structed with a setback of 10 
ft. from the side, but currently 
only has a setback of one foot. 
The board saw no issue as far 

as the septic field or drain-
age was concerned, and they 
acknowledged that the situ-
ation was out of the owners’ 
control. They provided posi-
tive comments to the county 
board of adjustment in favor 
of granting a variance. The 
county will have the final de-
cision. 

Roads
The supervisors hoped to 

schedule a road tour for this 
fall in order to get an accurate 
idea of the state of township 
roads. After a period with 
very little raid following 
overlay work, the supervisors 
thought it might be necessary 

to do some hydroseeding on 
the roads in question. 

Supervisor Norm Leslie 
planned to look into redoing 
the Lions Park parking lot. 

In Other Business, 
the Board:
• Decided to hire Riv-

erland Exteriors to fix storm 
damage at Town Hall and 
Lion’s Park;

• Heard committee re-
ports from the board mem-
bers;

• Reported they would 
soon be closing on the sale 
of the Knick Knack Knoll lot 
discussed at previous meet-
ings. 

BL Twp. addresses property issues
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OAK PARKOAK PARK
CO-OP CREAMERYCO-OP CREAMERY

320.968.7864320.968.7864
16623 Ironwood RD NE, Oak Park, MN
Store hours: M-F 8to5 & Sat 8to12

HUBBARD, HEIMS & PURINA FEEDS Silage bags available

Your local Crystalyx Dealer
Crystalyx Pre-Booking Event

Sept. 17th, 8 am - Noon
Feeder Financing Available

Winter Rye Available for $16 a 56-lb. bag

Serving our customers for 65 years!
Located at Hwy. 23 East, West of Rollie’s & East of Arnold’s Equipment

We carry a variety of Ritchie 
Fountains, parts & accessories

GET READY 
FOR WINTER 

Big Store Appeal -- Small Store Feel. 

We also have sporting goods, clothing, 
feed, toys and a whole lot more!

KEEP YOUR FAMILY SAFE
Furnace & A/C Systems

Starting 
at $105/mo.
Financing available

Ace Heating And 
Air Conditioning

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

Call 763.389.2647
www.AceHeatingAndAirInc.comGET A NEW 

FURNACE!
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 24 hour service • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

• •

 Questions? Call the Town of Big Lake at 763-263-8111

C I T Y A N D T OWN  O F B I G L A K E

Dog Vaccination Clinic
 One year Rabies: $12, Canine DHPP: $18, Canine Lymes $40

Cash payment required
Thank you to Barrington Oaks Veterinary Hospital 

FREE Nitrate Testing for Well Water

• Allow water to run 5-10 minutes before filling the container.
• Homeowners must bring at least ½ cup of water.
• All samples should be kept cold.
• Can bring more than one sample to compare water treatment process.

Thank you to Sherburne Soil & Water Conservation District (SWCD)

Saturday September 17, 2022 
9 am - 12 pm

Big Lake Lions Park - 21960 County Rd. 5 NW

Introducing....

(Formerly Clear Lake Amoco)

Ralphie’S

New gas pumps! regular, non-oxy premium, E-85, unleaded 88 & diesel! 
Save more on minnoco mondays (same as Elk River location)

Save 4¢/gallon with minnoco rewards everyday!

Ralphie’S

works plus car wash
Clear Lake • 320-743-4638

Not valid with any other offers or coupons
Pat Exp. 9-30-22

NEW CAR 
WASH!

Ralphie’S$2 off Propane
Clear Lake • 320-743-4638

Not valid with any other offers or coupons
Pat Exp. 9-30-22

Live Bait 
& Tackle!

New & 
Improved 

Deli!

Clear Lake Store Hours: M-F, 5am-9pm; Sat., 6am-8pm; Sun., 7am-8pm
Elk River Store Hours: M-F, 5am-9pm; Sat. & Sun., 6:30am-8pm

Check out minnoco on 
the go fuel saver + instant 
rewards program!
• fuel discounts
• savings on all 
   purchases
• exclusive 
   offers
• special 
   savings 
   notifications

Under New Management!

$7$5.00 
savings!

By Katherine Cantin,
Staff Writer
Reporter.Katie@PatriotNewsMN.com

At the August meet-
ing, the Orrock town board 
heard the sheriff’s report, 
celebrated a successful 
primary election, and dis-
cussed township roads. 

Primaries
Clerk Chris Weber 

reported that the primary 
elections were a success in 
the township. She reported 
nine absentee votes (down 
from 77 in 2020) and 271 in 
person votes (up from 220 
in 2020.) 

Party balance is an 
issue across the county, but 
Weber is confident that she 
has enough judges to make 
the November elections 
successful. Of course, she 
noted that it was not too 
late for training if there was 
anyone wishing to volun-
teer yet. 

Sheriff’s Report
A new officer was on 

hand to give the Sheriff’s 
Report for Orrock town-
ship. Sgt. Austin Turner 
reported that there was not 
a significant change in calls 
for service in the township 
year over year. He reported 
on a few noteworthy calls, 
including some property 
damage off of Co. Rd. 4. 

There was a vehicle 
pursuit which began in 
Isanti County and came 
through the township, when 
a woman suffering from 
mental health issues stole a 
vehicle.

Traffic stops are still up 
across the county. Turner 
noted that Co. Rd. 5 and 
261st are two roads where 
the sheriff’s office is seeing 
a particularly high number 
of traffic stops. 

Roads
The township ordered 

28 street signs in accor-
dance with their decision 
at the last regular meeting, 
paying $1,691. 

The board discussed 
the logistics of making 
180th St. a minimum main-
tenance road. The road is 
located south of the Or-
rock Town Hall and goes 
back into the state forest. 
The road will be closed for 
four months out of the year 
and will not be plowed. A 
barricade and a sign will 
be erected at the end of the 
maintained part of the road 
during those months. 

The board spoke 

with road engineer Kevin 
Krueger on the pavement 
management plan proposal. 
This plan is updated about 
once every four years. 
The board requested that 
Krueger work to make the 
proposal more user friendly 
and understandable to the 
layman, which they hoped 
would make it more useful 
to the township than it has 
been in the past. Krueger 
agreed that changes could 
be made to the layout to 
make it more useful. The 
road committee planned to 
discuss the issue further

The board is soliciting 
proposals for tree trim-
ming. This time, they are 
being more clear with the 
details of the project after 
having a poor experience 
last year. Letters have been 
sent to homeowners who 
will be affected by the tree 
trimming, and those home-
owners will have an oppor-
tunity to dispute the plan if 
they wish. Supervisor Paul 
Ellinger also requested that 
any contractors be made 
aware of the recently dis-
covered presence of Em-
erald Ash Borers in the 
township, which is an in-
vasive species, and be in-
structed to treat trimmings 
accordingly. 

Supervisor Bob Hassett 
wished to make a personal 
note on the matter of tree 
trimming: during the an-
nual tree tour, where super-
visors review the trimming 
needs of the township. 
Hassett discovered he had 
dropped his keys. He noted 
two young women found 
the keys and returned them 
to him, and were very po-
lite and kind. He wished 
to publicly thank them for 

their assistance.
In Other Business,
the Board:
• Noted there is still a 

need for firefighters at the 
BLFD;

• Heard about Trea-
surer Gary Goldsmith’s 
efforts in cleaning up old 
escrow accounts;

• Made plans for some 
of the supervisors and the 
clerk to attend the annual 
Minnesota Association of 
Townships conference. 

SGT. AUSTIN TURNER will be giv-
ing the Sheriff’s Office reports now Sgt. 
Luke McLean has taken on a new po-
sition within the sheriff’s department. 
(Photo by Katherine Cantin.)

Orrock Twp. celebrates 
successful primaries By Katherine Cantin,

Staff Writer
Reporter.Katie@PatriotNewsMN.com

On Monday evening at 
about 8:17, Big Lake po-
lice officers were called to 
respond to a vehicle crash 
at 4644 Pond View Circle. 
The vehicle in question had 
crashed through the resi-
dence after the driver lost 
control of the vehicle while 
attempting a “burnout.” 

Upon arrival, it was 
discovered that the crash 
had severed the gas line 
to the home, and so police 
officers and firefighters 
evacuated the surrounding 
homes to ensure safety. 

At the scene, the driver 
of the crashed vehicle pre-
sented signs of intoxication 

and admitted to drinking. A 
breathalyzer test adminis-
tered by police officers re-
vealed the driver was over 
the legal limit. 

The driver was trans-
ported to the Monticello 
Hospital for treatment of 
minor injuries, and is cur-
rently in custody with the 
Sherburne County Sheriff’s 
Office. One occupant of the 
home also had minor inju-
ries, but received treatment 
at the scene.

“I think that’s the 
most important thing,” 
said BLPD Chief John 
Kaczmarek, referring to 
the lack of serious injuries. 
“Kudos to the BLFD and 
BLPD for their quick and 
diligent actions.”

Vehicle crashes 
into BL home, cuts 
gas line

THREE SONS HARDWARE GRAND OPENING. The Big Lake Hardware Store recently reopened under new ownership. Dave 
and Lori Ables are the new owners. Above: Store staff is pictured outside of the recently remodeled store. Below: Lori Ables 
(holding scissors) and her husband Dave Ables (right of Lori) held an official ribbon cutting ceremony with members of the Big 
Lake Chamber of Commerce. (Photos by Katherine Cantin.)
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Area News

Looking to advertise? 
Call 763.275.0275  and 
talk to carol today!

Auctions
2-ESTATE & CONSIGNMENT AUCTIONS

THIS IS A PARTIAL LISTING. B.P. & MN tax applies. 
See website for more: 
www.midwestauctions.com/sharer 
Keith Sharer Auction Service

320-267-1963

3825 Shadowwood Dr NE Sauk Rapids, MN
Directions: Hwy 23 East Left on 40th   (Follow signs) 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 14TH, 2022 4PM
ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES: HOUSEHOLD & FURNITURE: TOOLS

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 18TH, 2022 11AM
ANTIQUES, FURNITURE, GLASSWARE, PRIMITIVES, TOOLS, 
HOUSEHOLD

Quality Building Supplies 
at Affordable Prices

Since 1975

BOOK YOUR ORDER!

Call for a FREE estimate
117th Ave., Milaca

(north end of Milaca off Central Ave)

BUILDING
$PECIAL$

320-983-6304 • 1-800-818-1846

LATCHAM-LIND LUMBER &
POST FRAME BUILDINGS

Bar

Tuesday Nights 6:30
$700 in 56 Numbers

Proceeds for St. Lawrence Church
10915 Duelm Rd NE, Foley

License #01080

11025 Duelm
Road NE,

Foley, MN

We have ETABS

Area Chamber News
Business After Hours
Sherburne State Bank

Sept. 13 - 4-6 pm

Amity Felton
763-262-2420

Chamber@BeckerChamber.org

Gloria Vande Brake
763-263-7800

Info@BigLakeChamber.com

Glenna Soenneker
320-267-4361

GSoenneker@GMail.com

Quarterly Meeting
Thurs., Oct. 13

11:30 am - 1 pm 
Zylla-Rolf Studio

If you would like more information on any of these events or if you would like 
to become a member of these organizations please reach out to them:

Golf Scramble
Sept. 15 - 10 am-5 pm

Monticello Country Club

Business After Hours
Sept. 22, 5-6:15 pm

McPete’s

WESTWOOD VILLAGE APARTMENTS
SAVANNA AVE, ST. CLOUD, MN

• 2 BR $679, 3 BR $849
• Controlled Entrance
• w/Video Surveillance
• Section 8 Welcome
• Patio/Deck • D/W
• Microwave

Garage, Heat,
Water/Sewer & Trash

Included in Rent

• 1 BR - Beginning at $622 
• FREE Wi-Fi
• Heat, Electric & A/C
• Controlled Entrance
  w/Video Surveillance
• Elevator & Ramp
• Screened Patio
• Community Room
• Section 8 Welcome

Small Pets 
allowed in all 
Apartments!

RIVERSIDE APARTMENTS
Senior Apartment Community 55+

101 RIVERSIDE DR SE, ST. CLOUD, MN

WWW.STCLOUDHRA.COM
PLEASE CALL JOYCE 320- 252-0880

BEAUTIFUL APARTMENT LIVING 
AT A PRICE YOU CAN AFFORD

BEAUTIFUL APARTMENT LIVING 
AT A PRICE YOU CAN AFFORD

Submitted Article

(Editor’s Note: The 
following article was sub-
mitted to the Patriot by 
Austin Vogler  at Coborn’s 
Inc.)

Employee-owned Co-
born’s, Inc, announced 
today that Chris Coborn, 
Chairman and Chief Exec-
utive Officer (CEO), has 
joined the CEO Action for 
Diversity & Inclusion™ 
coalition. The organization 
is the largest CEO-driven 
business commitment to 
drive measurable action 
and meaningful change in 
advancing diversity, equity, 
and inclusion in the work-

place.
In signing this com-

mitment, Coborn’s, Inc. 
joins a partnership of 
more than 2,200 
CEOs pledging to 
cultivate a trust-
ing environment 
where all ideas 
are welcomed, 
and employees 
feel comfortable 
and empowered to 
have discussions 
about diversity and 
inclusion.

Coborn’s, Inc.’s Tal-
ent, Culture, & Human 
Resources Manager, Aus-
tin Vogler, introduced the 
pledge as part of the com-
pany’s Diversity & Inclu-

sion Action Plan that was 
presented to store directors, 
senior company leadership, 
and members of the Board 

of Directors at the compa-
ny’s recent strategic plan-
ning retreat. 

“While our company’s 
Core Value of Dignity & 
Respect sets the expecta-
tion for an inclusive culture, 

our communities, guests, 
and most importantly our 
employees, want and need 
to see, hear, and feel our 

Brand Prom-
ise of being the 
Greatest Place 
to Work,” said 
Vogler. “Join-
ing the CEO 
Action for Di-
versity & Inclu-
sion coalition 
provides us with 
the opportunity 

to share with and learn 
from other organizations 
who are at various stages in 
their Diversity, Equity, and 
Inclusion journey and this 
pledge itself complements 
our plans for future work in 

this area.”
As a signatory of the 

CEO Action for Diversity 
& Inclusion™, Coborn’s 
is dedicated to working 
collaboratively to advance 
diversity and inclusion in 
the workplace through con-
versation, engagement, and 
collaboration among orga-
nizations.  To learn more 
about this pledge, visit 
https://www.ceoaction.
com/pledge/ceo-pledge/.

About Coborn’s
St. Cloud, Minn.-

based Coborn’s, Inc. is 
a 101-year-old employ-
ee-owned grocery retailer 
with nearly 10,000 employ-
ees and 66 grocery stores 
across Minnesota, North 

Dakota, South Dakota, 
Wisconsin, and Michigan 
under the Coborn’s, Cash 
Wise Foods, Marketplace 
Foods, Hornbacher’s and 
Tadych’s Marketplace 
Foods banners. Coborn’s, 
Inc. also operates fuel, li-
quor and pharmacy loca-
tions. To support its 200 
various retail business 
units, Coborn’s, Inc. oper-
ates its own central bakery, 
dry cleaning facility and 
grocery distribution center. 
In 2021, Coborn’s, Inc. was 
named the Shelby Report’s 
Midwest Retailer of the 
Year.

Coborn’s joins CEO Action for Diversity & Inclusion™ Coalition

By Mark Kolbinger,
Contributing Writer

Being one of the top 
robotics team in the state of 
Minnesota and across the 
nation brings some respon-
sibilities and privileges. Last 
Friday, the Becker Robotics 
FRC 4607 team fulfilled both 
categories as it participated as 
part of a 3 school demonstra-
tion at the Minnesota State 
Fair.

The event including 
showing visitors the robot, 
explaining the 2022 robotics 
challenge and even letting 
kids drive robots including 
Becker’s 2022 Innovation 
Award-winning entry, “Mid-
night Bite”. 

The three teams also 
participated in the daily fair 
parade, showcasing their ro-
bots in front of thousands of 
spectators.

This past year was an-
other stellar performance for 
CIS 4607, as they won the 
State Title and were able to 
once again compete at the 
World Championships.

THE BECKER ROBOTICS TEAM FRC 4607 was one of the featured squads at the Minnesota state fair, earning the chance to share their love of the 
“varsity sport for the mind” with guests from across the state. They showcased their robot and participated in demonstrations to garner interest in STEM 
education and robotics. They even had the chance to march in the State Fair parade. (Submitted photo.)

CIS 4607 featured at MN State Fair

BENTON COUNTY 4-H’ER RAELEE LYON, (left photo) an eighth grader from Becker (L) with 4-H’er Harper Moulzolf, third grader from Sauk Rapids 
(R ) showing off their skills with their swine during the Benton County Fair Swine show a couple weeks ago. (Submitted photo.)

THIS SCARECROW MAKEUP OF UNCLE “ANN” (RIGHT 
PHOTO) was outside the 4-H Exhibit Building to greet every-
one. The sign said “4-H Wants You” designed by the Elk River 
Critters 4-H Club. For fun, the club added Benton County Exten-
sion Educator for 4-H’s face to draw a crowd. Pictured here is 
Ann Olson with Uncle “Ann.” (Submitted photo.)

4-H’ER KYLE SEGNER, (middle photo) graduate of Big 
Lake who received a Champion ribbon for Engineering Design 
with a project that he had dedicated a year of his time and 
energy to. Kyle also showed beef in the livestock area. (Sub-
mitted photo.)

BENTON COUNTY FAIR EXHIBITORS AND PARTICIPANTS!

45 years of honoring families of 
this community

Greg Wenner
Owner/Director

Tyler S. Janson
Director“Service with dignity.”

Owner managed funeral home & 
cremation service

221 2nd Ave. Foley • 320-968-7111
FoleyFuneralHome.net

Call for monument sales and in-cemetery work
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Editorials/Opinions

Call 763.275.0275 today!

Got a story lead for us? 
Call 763.275.0275 and talk 

to the Editor!

(Editor’s note: Due to space 
constraints, the Patriot will 
publish up to 5-6 LTEs a week 
as space allows and carry over 
unpublished letters to the next 
week, if able. Also, we no longer 
have a policy which restricts let-
ter writers from submitting po-
litical editorials a week prior to 
an election.)

TO THE EDITOR:
I started submitting editorials, 
because I thought people in our 
community were more connected/
knowledgeable than myself about 
the inner workings of our commu-
nity by “trusted” locally elected 
and campaigning officials and I 
wanted to get educated. Well, I 
got educated. Getting involved 

has been positive and disheart-
ening. Seeing friends/neighbors 
“bullied” into NOT exercising 
their Constitutional Right under 
the First Amendment to display/
voice their opinions, because of 
personal targeted repercussions. 
How does this happen and how 
do we STOP IT? We rally as a 
community for what is right! Lies 
are being spread about “leas-
ing” farmland/solar panel farms. 
Going as far as having Sen. Tina 
Smith visit the Sherco Plant in 
Becker, to discuss the plant shut 
down. Not the millions of dollars 
of environmental upgrades made 
to create “clean reliable energy” 
within the plant. Sound familiar? 
The “Green New Deal” is toxic. 
A local campaigning official is 

shutting your food supply down, 
by leasing hundreds of acres of 
farmland, similar to our current 
Governor and Presidential ad-
ministration, shutting you down. 
We need a Sherburne County 
District 4 Commissioner that 
we can trust, not one that hides 
behind fine print. Vote Jerome 
“Lefty” Kleis on November 8, to 
fight for you!
Shelly Alger-Peyton
Clear Lake, MN

TO THE EDITOR:
The Biden Department of Ed-
ucation is proposing a radical 
Rule change regarding Nondis-
crimination on the Basis of Sex. 
Basically, this would allow 
males identifying as females 

to occupy your daughter’s 
spaces. Ideology, rather than 
science-based evidence, is the 
justification. Add your voice op-
posing this change by going to 
www.federalregister.gov/docu-
ments/2022/07/12/2022-13734/
nondiscrimination-on-the-ba-
sis-of-sex-in-education-pro-
grams-or-activi t ies-receiv-
ing-federal and click on “Submit 
a Formal Comment”, due by 
Sept. 12, 2022. Title IX of the 
Education Amendments of 1972 
was a triumph for women in the 
advancement of equal education 
opportunities which also in-
cluded sports and a new equality 
for professional advancement. 
The proposed rules will eliminate 
those opportunities and result in 

irredeemable harm to women 
and girls. The level playing field 
is destroyed with a redefinition 
of the current national question, 
What is a woman?  “Fairness” 
in the treatment of women has 
long been a much sought after 
ideal, such as equal pay for equal 
work, and the overdue opening 
of military and law enforcement 
positions for women. The pro-
posed rule would redefine “sex” 
as no longer understood to be an 
immutable characteristic, but in-
stead merely a subjective self-de-
clared and mutable “identity.” 
Say NO to this change with your 
comment.
Betsy Armstrong
Becker, MN

• Letters to the Editors: The PATRIOT  welcomes letters to the editor. Addresses and telephone 
numbers are require for verification purposes.  All letters must contain the original signature of 
the writer. E-mailed letters can be accepted. The deadline for all letters is 11am Wednesday. Limit 
letters to 200 words or less. Letters will be printed at the discretion of the editor and are subject to 
editing for grammar, libel and brevity. Two letters per writer per subject each year.

• Obituaries: Obituaries are $50 prepaid. The Editor reserves the right to edit lengthy obituaries.

The Patriot, under the continuation of the Citizen-Tribune, is the official legal newspaper for 
Clear Lake, Clearwater, Orrock, Palmer & Santiago Townships, City of Becker, Becker Township 

and Becker School District #726 and Big Lake School District #727.

• Submitted Material: There will be a $30 charge for all thank you, engagement, wedding and 
birth  announcement pictures.  The PATRIOT is not responsible for correctness of ads received 
by telephone.

• Deadlines: Wednesday 12 pm Legals & Notices,  Wednesday 10 am Display & Classified Ads.
• Subscription Rates: $90 annually, $45 for six months, $22.50 for three months or $7.50 a month.

Patriot Office
763-275-0275  • 14054 Bank Street, Box 458, Becker, MN 55308

Website: www.patriotnewsmn.com  •  Email: production@patriotnewsmn.com
Business Hours: Mon. - Wed. 8am to 5pm, Thurs. 8am to 3pm  • Friday CLOSED

STAFF WRITERS
Bill Morgan - reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com
Katie Cantin - reporter.katie@patriotnewsmn.com
CONTRIBUTING WRITERS
Mark Kolbinger
Penny Leuthard
Ken Francis
PATRIOT LEGALS/CLASSIFIED ADS
Kathy Nelson - legals.kathy@patriotnewsmn.com

Patriot Staff
PUBLISHER/EDITOR 
Bill Morgan - production@patriotnewsmn.com
ADVERTISING SALES MANAGER
Carol Hanson - sales.carol@patriotnewsmn.com
ADVERTISING SALES
Mary Nehring - adsales@patriotnewsmn.com
Casey Hanson - sales.casey@patriotnewsmn.com
GRAPHIC DESIGN
Bill Morgan - production@patriotnewsmn.com
ACCOUNTING
Chris Meyer - accounting@patriotnewsmn.com

Letters To The Editor

Welcome to the 2022-2023 School Year
(Editor’s Note: The fol-

lowing column was submitted 
by Becker Schools Superin-
tendent Jeremy Schmidt.)

Becker Public Schools 
are excited to welcome our 
students and staff back to 
school for the 2022-2023 
school year.  We have had 
a wonderful summer, but 
look forward to seeing ev-
eryone’s smiling faces as 
we continue to grow and 
improve on our previous 
successes, as well as learn 
from mistakes we have 
made along the way.  The 
excitement of the new 
school year also may bring 
with it some anxiety.  Our 
children have been used 
to a different 
schedule over 
the summer and 
it is important to 
create a school 
routine that al-
lows everyone to 
be successful.  

As we begin 
this school year, 
we would like to 
offer some helpful informa-
tion to prepare our students 
for success.  If your child 
is a little anxious about re-
turning back to school or 
beginning school this year, 
here are some ways you can 
help as a parent.

Create a routine to 
begin and end the day.  This 
could include preparing the 
night before, looking over 
homework together, or pos-
itive messages being shared 
each day.

Be prepared to talk 
to your child about things 
they are excited about or 
nervous about.  

Work with your child 
to provide them avenues to 
handle difficult situations 
they may be fearing about 
school (homework, lunch, 
recess, or other events).

Connect with staff at 
the school to provide sup-
port.  School staff includ-
ing teachers, support staff, 
counselors, and school ad-
ministrators are available 
to help provide resources 
or connect with your child 
to help them through diffi-
cult times.

The Becker Public 
School District recently 
went through the Strategic 
Planning Process.  During 
the process the Becker 
Public Schools Mission 
Statement was changed 
to, “Developing Self-Di-

rected Learners to Thrive 
in a Changing Global 
Community.”  We have all 
seen the changes that have 
taken place over the last 
few years.  It is important 

to continue to understand 
the value in having self-di-
rected learners who un-
derstand our entire global 
perspective.  In addition 
to this mission statement, 
Becker Public Schools staff 
works hard to encourage 
students to be resilient and 
mentally strong. There are 
opportunities for parents 
to engage their children to 
help support this.  Oppor-
tunities such as those listed 
below will help to support 
the school in promoting 
a resilient and mentally 
strong culture. 

Maintain positivity and 
create optimism.  State-
ments such as “You were 
really trying on that assign-
ment,” “All that studying 
and practice is paying off,” 
and “I can do this!” are 
very powerful in maintain-
ing a positive attitude and 
culture.

Encourage and recog-
nize small gains.  Continue 
to set attainable goals and 
when those are met, reset 
them.

Share or journal about 
the school day.  A great 
opportunity is to share pos-
itive things that happened 
during the school day as a 
family.  You can also talk 
about challenges and brain-
storm ways to overcome 
them.  Journaling is a great 

way for students to develop 
a routine and provides an 
opportunity to reflect on 
positive experiences and 
challenges as well.

With students coming 
back to school, we would 
like to remind everyone to 
be extra cautious in school 
zones and particularly 
during pick up and drop 
off times.  The speed limit 
around the school when 
children are present is 15 
m.p.h.  When you see stu-
dents at bus stops, please 
stay extra aware.  Becker 
Public School buses have 
increased their cameras 
thanks to a grant through 
the State of Minnesota to 

help reduce 
school  bus 
stop arm viola-
tions.  It is the 
law to stop for 
school buses 
with flashing 
lights.  Drivers 
must also come 
to a complete 
stop at least 20 

feet from a school bus and 
remain stopped while the 
stop arm is out and lights 
are flashing.  Failure to stop 
may lead to a gross misde-
meanor, up to one year in 
jail and thousands of dollars 
in fines.  

To continue to improve 
the learning environment 
and experience for our 
students, we would like to 
share our areas of emphasis 
this year.  These have been 
shared with students upon 
their return to the school.  
While we don’t limit the 
handbooks to these em-
phasis, these are areas we 
expect to improve over last 
year and previous years.  

Respect
Attendance
Tobacco and E-Cigs
Proper cell phone use
Proper dress and acces-

sories including backpacks 
and hats.

If you have any ques-
tions regarding any of the 
information shared, please 
feel free to connect with 
your child’s teacher or in-
dividual school building 
staff.  We look forward to 
an exciting, positive, and 
productive school year.

By Supt. 
Jeremy Schmidt

You Don’t Know What You’ve Got
“You don’t know what 

you’ve got until it’s gone.” 
We’ve all heard this phrase 
throughout our lives. We 
nod our heads and agree 
without really thinking 
about it. The truth is, most 
of us do know what we had, 
we just didn’t think we’d 
ever lose it. 

Not that long ago I was 
inundated with pets in my 
house. At one point there 
were four dogs, three cats, 
and a number of miscel-
laneous fish and reptiles. 
Honestly, there were too 
many. At least one of 
them was always 
underfoot, there 
was animal hair 
everywhere and 
on everything, 
and pandemo-
nium ensued 
every time 
the doorbell 
rang. 

By the 
t i m e  o u r 
y o u n g e s t 
daughter left 
home just over a 
year ago and took 
her share of the pets 
along with her we were 
left with just two dogs and 
one cat. A nice, manageable 
number. 

Then we lost our 18 
year old Jack Russell ter-
rier, Max. Not long after 
that Little Girl, our four 
pound. yorkie, also passed 
away. The only pet left in 
our home was Katniss Le 
Mew, our tortoiseshell cat. 
And although she’s a great 
cat it just wasn’t enough.

The house was 
strangely and sadly quiet 
without the menagerie of 
pets running everywhere 
and greeting me enthusias-
tically when I came home. 
I haven’t lived without a 
dog since I was a kid, and 
I didn’t like it. I missed the 
chaotic life I’d had not that 
long ago. I missed my pack.

Into our lives came Lita, 
a one year old Jack Russell 
mix. I’d been checking out 

pet 
r e s c u e s i t e s 
on occasion, looking for a 
small scruffy dog without 
high hopes of actually find-
ing one. The majority of 
rescues seem to be big dogs, 
which I love, just not in my 
house. Looking through the 
photos of the latest group of 
dogs being brought to Min-
nesota by Ruff Start Rescue 
this spring, I came across a 
photo of the cutest, scruffi-
est dog who looked like she 
was smiling. I knew imme-
diately she was the one.

We picked her up at 
the end of June from Ruff 
Start Rescue’s office in 
Princeton. Within a couple 
of hours she’d sniffed out 
every inch of our house 
and much of the property 
and was happy to let us 
hold and pet her. For the 

first couple of days she was 
devastated when we left her 
behind and ecstatic when 
we returned. She wouldn’t 
let me leave a room without 
being glued to my feet.

After a couple of 
weeks it was like she’d al-
ways been there. She was 
comfortable and confident 
of her place in our lives and 
her personality came shin-
ing through. I’ve honestly 
never met such a happy 
dog, full of life and high 
spirits. It’s almost like she 
knew what we needed in 

our lives and had de-
cided it was her job 

to fill that need.
The best part 

is that in looks, 
in te l l igence , 
and personal-
ity she’s like a 
mixture of the 
two dogs we’d 
just lost. 

My hus-
band,  who 

didn’t want an-
other dog, is just 

as enamored with 
Lita as I am. She 

came into our lives, 
wormed her way into our 

hearts, and filled the empty 
space we didn’t realize was 
there. 

I’m not going to tell 
you to not take your bless-
ings for granted. We all 
know that. But I do want to 
tell you to watch for unex-
pected joy, as it can show 
up in unexpected ways 
when you’re not looking 
for it.

I also want to put in a 
plug for rescue animals and 
rescue organizations like 
Ruff Start Rescue. You’ll 
never find a more grateful 
dog than one that you’ve 
just given a forever home 
to. They’re just happy to be 
loved and part of a family, 
and isn’t that what we’re all 
looking for?

By Penny Leuthard
Contributing Writer
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FT, PT & On-call Caregivers - All Shifts

Make a difference for 
individuals with 
disabilities as a DSP

Search jobs and apply online at:
sevitahealth.com

Call Rachel for more information: 763-377-2357
SevitaHealth.com

NOW
HIRING 

OTR DRIVERS

$10,000 Sign on Bonus |
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BECKER PUBLIC SCHOOLS IS HIRING! 
BE A PART OF OUR TEAM!

for information on all our openings, please visit www.becker.k12.mn.us
Questions?  Contact AngelA Oswald @ 763-261-4502, option 3

2022-23 School Year Substitutes:
• TEACHERS

• PARAPROFESSIONALS
• NURSES

• CUSTODIANS
• FOOD SERVERS/

DISHWASHERS
• BUS AND VAN DRIVERS

Apply in person, 1 mile east of Becker, 
137th left, 1/8 mile on left. 612-747-0163    

NOW HIRING!
KASOWSKI GROUP

• FT FARM LABOR
• FT EQUIPMENT OPERATOR • FT FARM MECHANIC

 

 

 

 

 

 

Liberty Paper is seeking Production and Maintenance Technicians. 
We are a 100% recycled paper mill located in Becker! Apply online today! 

 

 

 

 
 

 

*Competitive Wages + Overtime + Quarterly Bonuses + Benefits including PTO, Medical, 
Dental, Vision, Life, Disability Insurances, Tuition Assistance & more! 

Visit: Libertydiversified.com/careers/ 

 

 

Production Technicians 

$25.00/hr.  

+ Shift Differential 

PLUS – Hiring Bonus 

   
  

 

Shift Maintenance Technicians 

   $33 - $36/hr. DOQ & Experience 
includes shift premium 

+ Shift Differential 

PLUS – Hiring Bonus 

 

 

320-251-1038 
expresspros.com/stcloudmn

See our booth at the Job Fair 
Thurs., Sept. 15 @ River’s Edge 
Convention Center in St. Cloud

• production supervisors
• Direct Hire Mechanics Jobs! 
• Forklift operators
• Picking & packaging workers
• Welders
• office admin - talented

• Warehouse workers
• customer service
• home-based customer service
• plant management
....and more!

Click, 
call or 

apply today!

We consider applicants for all positions without regard to race, color, religion, 
gender, national origin, gender identity, disability, age, marital status, pro-
tected Veteran status, creed, status with regard to public assistance, sexual 
orientation, or any other protected category under applicable state/federal 
law. Applicants of diverse backgrounds are encouraged to apply.

To learn more or apply, please visit www.kniferiversd.com

We are hiring for a:
Assistant Plant Operator
Rail Car Material Handler

Hours and days vary. We are flexible. Some 
computer skills preferred. Will train. 16 years and 

older. Apply in person, ask for John or Kim

13350 1st St., 
Becker, MN

HELP WANTED PT

Becker

NOW HIRING
•• RESTAURANT/

FOOD COURT SUPERVISORS FT & PT 
Flexible Scheduling 

• FOOD COURT MANAGER – FT
Flexible Scheduling 

· SANDWICH & PIZZA CREATORS –  FT/PT
M-F Days - or evenings & weekends

· OVERNIGHT CASHIERS – FT & PT

Days or evenings & weekends

· CATERING ASSISTANTS – PT
Flexible Schedule

Employees enjoy benefits of food, gas, and gift shop discounts. 
We also offer options of medical, dental, company matching 401K, 

and paid time off. Come join a great team!

Candidates can apply in-person or online 
stacis@clearwatertravelplaza.com 
www.clearwatertravelplaza.com

320-558-2261

I-94 & Hwy 24, Clearwater, MN

· BAKERY PRODUCTION – PT & FT

· WEEKEND CUSTODIAN – PT

· DISHWASHERS – FT & PT

NOW HIRING
•• RESTAURANT/

FOOD COURT SUPERVISORS FT & PT 
Flexible Scheduling 

• FOOD COURT MANAGER – FT
Flexible Scheduling 

· SANDWICH & PIZZA CREATORS –  FT/PT
M-F Days - or evenings & weekends

· OVERNIGHT CASHIERS – FT & PT

Days or evenings & weekends

· CATERING ASSISTANTS – PT
Flexible Schedule

Employees enjoy benefits of food, gas, and gift shop discounts. 
We also offer options of medical, dental, company matching 401K, 

and paid time off. Come join a great team!

Candidates can apply in-person or online 
stacis@clearwatertravelplaza.com 
www.clearwatertravelplaza.com

320-558-2261

I-94 & Hwy 24, Clearwater, MN

· BAKERY PRODUCTION – PT & FT

· WEEKEND CUSTODIAN – PT

· DISHWASHERS – FT & PT

Restaurant/
Food Court 
Supervisor

$3,000 
Signing 
Bonus!*

*$3,000 sign on bonus paid at 90 days 
when you are hired on as a FT Supervisor.

NOW HIRING DELIVERY DRIVERS AND DELIVERY 
ASSISTANTS AT OUR BECKER DISTRIBUTION CENTER LOCATION!

Earning potential of $50,000-$60,000 per year!
Training provided – No CDL Required  - No Experience Necessary! If you 

have a good attitude and strong work ethic, we will train you to be a 
successful member of our delivery team!

Call or text Mark at 612-290-3305 to apply!

Age 55+ workers 
needed for PT 
light custodial 

work at the Full-
er Lake & Enfield 
Rest Areas locat-
ed on 1-94. Con-
tact Green View 
at 651-639-1913. 

By Penny Leuthard,
Contributing Writer

Parishioners and the 
community at large once 
again came out in large 
numbers for St. Luke’s 
Catholic Church’s Fall 
Parish Festival, an annual 
event held at the end of 
August each year.

Following the Sunday 
mass, this year’s festival 
included the Baskets from 
Heaven silent auction, 
country market, bingo, 
cake walk, games for the 
kids, face painting, fun 
competitions, and a DJ 
providing music and com-
mentary throughout the 
afternoon. The much an-
ticipated quilt auction was 
one of the highlights.

Guests at the event 
also had a lot to choose 
from when they were ready 
for refreshments, including 
an indoor dinner, food and 
beverage booths, and a beer 
stand.

Organizers extended 
thanks to those who do-
nated items for the festival 
as well as parishioners who 
helped and the community 
for their support. 

As always, all money 
raised by the fundraiser 
will go toward the parish 
building fund. 

St. Luke’s 
holds Fall 
Parish Festival

LOLA AND RUBY SCHWINGHAMMER (above) searched for prizes at the duck 
pond. (Photo by Penny Leuthard.)

ST. LUKE’S ANNUAL FALL FESTIVAL brought in a large crowd (top right), with 
lots to take part in both inside and out. (Photo by Penny Leuthard.)

ALONG WITH GAMES FOR THE KIDS, St. Luke’s Fall Festival offered fresh pro-
duce and baked items for sale (right photo). (Photo by Penny Leuthard.)
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Looking to advertise? 
Call 763.275.0275 

today!

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

763-262-2889

www.jeddelohsnyder.com

• Family Law
• Real Estate
• Business Planning
• Business Litigation
• Wills & Trusts
• Estate Planning
• Guardianships

101 Jefferson Blvd.
Big Lake

Business & professional services  directory

935 Clearwater Professional Building
(320) 558-2201

Mon.: 8:30-4:30 • Tue.: 9-5 • Wed.: 8:30-4:30
ALSO: 1500 Northway Drive, St. Cloud

Member of American 
Academy of Dental 

Group Practice Bethany Blonigen, DDS
Brent Deragisch, DDS

“A Reason 
to Smile!”

Dental Attorneys
PETERSON - 

GRIMSMO
FUNERAL CHAPEL

Serving your 
community since 1933

250 East Broadway
Monticello, MN 55362

763-295-2918
Our family serving yours!

Funeral

Serving the Metro &
Surrounding Areas Since 1967

www.c-sblacktopping.com
Major Credit Cards accepted 

FREE ESTIMATES
aa  ““ggrreeeenn””  ppaavviinngg  ccoonnttrraaccttoorr

RESIDENTIAL COMMERCIAL
PAVING CONTRACTORS

763.428.2225

Blacktopping

Area News
By Penny Leuthard,
Contributing Writer

Library patrons in 
all three local locations – 
Clearwater, Becker, and 
Big Lake – had some un-
usual visitors this summer; 
raptors from the U of MN 
Raptor Center.

The interactive presen-
tation-style program fea-
tured four species of raptors 
that call Minnesota home; a 
red-tailed hawk, an Ameri-
can kestrel, a great horned 
owl, and a bald eagle. 

During the presenta-
tion held in Clearwater, the 
Raptor Center representa-
tive explained what makes 
a raptor and shared numer-
ous facts with the large 
crowd, which was made up 
of bird lovers of all ages. 

She shared the history 
of how the center came to 
rescue each of the four rap-
tors, none of which were 
able to be released back 
into the wild. In between, 
members of the crowd 
asked questions about each 

bird and about raptors in 
general.

The specialized hos-
pital at the Raptor Center 
admits around 1,000 birds 

of prey each year with the 
goal of rehabilitating and 
releasing them back into 
the wild. The center trains 
future veterinarians and 
wildlife rehabilitators, con-

ducts research into raptors 
and the environment, and 
educates and inspires peo-
ple with their educational 
programming. 

A BALD EAGLE wows the crowd during the Raptor Center presentation held 
in Clearwater. (Photo by Penny Leuthard.)

Raptors visit library patrons

CLEARWATER, BECKER, AND BIG LAKE LIBRARIES all had large crowds attend the Raptor Center presentation. (Photo 
by Penny Leuthard.)

S.O.S.  In the past week, area residents have noticed signs proclaiming “Save 
Our Sherco” popping up in yards and along driveways across the area.  Here, 
Becker Township Resident Matt Marquette is pictured with his sign that he put 
up Tuesday morning.  Plans are in the works to make the signs available locally to 
other interested individuals.(Submitted photo.)

did just that, postponing 
plans for at least several 
years to shut down a power 
plant over concerns of grid 
reliability.

Orr notes that in other 
states and countries, au-
thorities are scaling back 
their renewable energy 
plans because of the pro-
jected electrical shortcom-
ings.

“Germany is restarting 
coal plants as a desper-
ate attempt to lessen their 
dependency on Russian 
gas and two coal plants in 
Wisconsin will delay their 
retirements due to the ca-
pacity shortfall,” Orr says.  

Locally, Becker Twp. 
resident Matt Marquette 
shared his concerns with 
the Patriot and stated his 
reasons for securing their 
S.O.S. signs.

“I am not an expert 
in power generation . . . 
however, I do see what is 
going on in Europe and 
California right now - they 
have made a pledge to ‘go 
green’ and they are expe-
riencing an energy crisis 
that is unprecedented with 
experts saying it is going to 
get worse,” says Marquette.  
“Many Europeans are hav-
ing to choose between heat-
ing or eating.  I do believe 
that most people, including 
myself, are for ‘cleaner en-
ergy’ but aren’t willing to 
starve for it.”

Marquette says that 
he has witnessed firsthand 
what the Sherco plants 
have meant for the Becker 
community, including the 
many jobs they provide.  
He feels that the entire 
issue needs more study and 
testing to ensure reliability 

SOS  from page 1

for the electrical grid.
“Do we have the infrastructure as a nation to support 

sending solar power from Arizona to Maine and then wind 
power from Montana to Florida,” Marquette wonders. 
“Everything that I have researched says that we aren’t 
even close.  My vote is to keep the Sherco plants running 
full steam ahead until we have a reasonable and realistic 
resolution to these issues.”

According to Orr, plans are in the works for a local 
pickup option for people wanting to pick up their sign if 
they are interested.  In the meantime, he suggests people 
visit the website to hear more information.

In terms of whether or not it’s too late to save Sherco, 
Orr says there is still time.

“It can be done, it’s a matter of whether Xcel will do 
what it needs to do to keep the lights on,” he says.

WILLYS ON THE WATER is in full construction mode as of this week with siding around the sides of the building 
being erected as well as a large deck and building expansion (inset photo on left). The owners also installed a large 
docking section that will allow boats and watercraft to moor right outside the backside of the restaurant. Owners 
hope to have Willys on the Water open by the end of the month. (Patriot Photos by Bill Morgan).

and Co. Rd. 11 in Big Lake has been teasing customers with their opening date and 
have kept quite tight-lipped as far as what flavors of food they plan to serve.

Bar 10 owners have been posting to their letter board along the railroad tracks that 
the restaurant was “coming soon”. A month ago, they mentioned they were having a 
“soft” opening where they were going to feature a band on their premises and serve 
some of their dishes and cordials. As of recently, the sign reads, “Grand opening Labor 
Day weekend” and Eventbrite listed Bar 10 being open Sept. 3 for an event called, 
“Don’t Stop the Music Saturday Night Dance Party.”

Did it happen? Nobody knows for sure.
Ather Jameel is listed as the owner of the restaurant by the Minnesota Secretary Of 

State. Bar 10 has taken over occupancy of the old Monty’s Tropical Hideout location.
According to Bar 10’s website, BAR 10 is inspired by American cuisine and au-

thentic flavors. We’ve become a sensation through our creative bartenders and amaz-
ing staff providing incredible service. Our mission is to maintain our commitment 
to quality food, authentic beers, and fine products and to focus on hospitality with 
exceptional service. Our deep desire is to help people spend quality time with each 
other and become the center of our communities. We are best known for our love for 
food and beer, commitments to our clients, and our working attitude.

They host weddings, work events, parties and they also cater.
Bar 10 is located at 16496 149th Street SE in Big Lake. Their phone number is 

763-210-7786.

EATERIES from page 1
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Proudly 
serving the 

communities of 
Becker, 

Big Lake, 
Clear Lake and 

Clearwater!
We appreciate 

your 
business and 
readership!

Sports/Area News
Be a Patriot Page 

Sponsor! Call 
763.275.0275 to 
secure your ad

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Appreciative of our 
local newspaper! 

We proudly support 
our communities

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Mon. - Thu., 9am-5pm; Fri. 9am-1pm

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Call us for 
your business 

insurance needs.

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Mon. - Thu., 9am-5pm; Fri. 9am-1pm

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Bundled options 
available, call today 

for your quote.

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Mon. - Thu., 9am-5pm; Fri. 9am-1pm

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Life insurance, make 
sure you have the 
right protection.

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Mon. - Thu., 9am-5pm; Fri. 9am-1pm

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Do you own a boat, 
ATV, motorcycle or 
RV? Call today for a 

free quote.

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Mon. - Thu., 9am-5pm; Fri. 9am-1pm

PROUD SPONSOR
OF THE 

NEWSPAPER,
EVENTS, ACTIVITIES

AND BUSINESSES
IN OUR LOCAL

COMMUNITIES!

763-262-5850
tjpottertrucking.com

BUSSE’S SEPTIC PUMPING
Call for an Appointment 320-743-2482

• Installation of Sewer Systems
• Sewer Inspection & Design • Septic Pumping

& Repairs • Bobcat & Backhoe Work

SEPTIC PUMPING

BUSSE’S SEPTIC PUMPING
Call for an Appointment 320-743-2482

• Installation of Sewer Systems
• Sewer Inspection & Design • Septic Pumping

& Repairs • Bobcat & Backhoe Work

SEPTIC PUMPINGThe Grass Is Always Greener Over The Septic TankThe Grass Is Always Greener Over The Septic Tank

Septic Pumping

Grateful for our 
community newspaper 

and all the events 
covered in our 

surrounding areas!

612.298.3608
Sarawaytashek 

@edinarealty.com

Good Luck Athletes!

EVERYDAY PEOPLE.
EXCEPTIONAL RESULTS.

www.HallerRealtyHomes.com
Becker Office

12908 1st Street
763-207-6683

Sauk Rapids Office
1310 2nd Street N

320-255-1911

CUSTOM BUILT SPLIT-LEVEL

$377,900
•  Spacious 3 BR, 2 BA home with +1500 Sq Ft Finished
• Vaulted ceilings, granite counters, custom cabinets, & big owner’s suite
• Possible enrollment into Becker schools
• Still time to put your finishing touches & move in this year! 

Real Estate

• Waterfront• Waterfront
• Residential• Residential

• Acreage• Acreage
• Hobby Farms• Hobby Farms

Jim Splinter 
Realtor®

320-980-0560

Ron Sherwood 
Realtor®

763-442-5949

Rick Seagraves 
Realtor®

320-282-5656

Nancy Loidolt 
Realtor®

651-235-3709

Patrick Splinter
Realtor®

612-437-1383

Candice Lehn 
Realtor®

763-744-6124

Premier Listing Specialists for...Premier Listing Specialists for...

EDINA REALTY 
ANNANDALE

Located on Main Street, 
64 Oak Ave., S.

OUR GROUP IS READY TO SELL YOUR HOME OR PROPERTYOUR GROUP IS READY TO SELL YOUR HOME OR PROPERTY

Lisa Peterson 
Realtor®

320-282-5193

1407 N SHORE DRIVE, WAVERLY. Hard to find 102 
feet of naturally sandy shoreline, on an asphalt road with 
city water/sewer. Whether you are looking for a seasonal 
cabin less than 40 minutes from the metro or looking 
for the perfect location to build your dream home on the 
sandy shores of Big Waverly Lake with great southern 
exposure. Waverly Lake is a full recreation lake that is 
almost 500 acres and offers great fishing from panfish 
and crappies to bass, northern and walleyes! You won’t 
want to miss out on this great opportunity! $399,900. 
MLS# 6244577. Contact Patrick Splinter at 612-437-1383. 

150 HARRISON STREET W IN ANNANDALE.  
Located within walking distance to a bustling Downtown 
Annandale is this heavily updated 3 bedroom home. 
Currently used as a rental property, it is perfect for the 
investor with tenants that are happy to stay. For the 
first time home buyer or someone looking to move to 
Annandale, this home has had many updates done to 
it. Included updates are new central air (2021), vinyl 
windows, metal siding, roof, much of the flooring, 
furnace (roughly 10yrs old). This home is in move in 
condition for anyone looking for a cute, quaint home 
in Annandale $199,950. MLS# 6251903. Contact Rick 
Seagraves at 320-282-5656. 

THE BECKER CLASS OF 1977 held their 45th class reunion at Coyote Moon Au-
gust 27, 2022. From left to right: Cathy Stauffer, Susy Aaseby, Kim Peterson, Lynn 
Hamacher, Russell Cox, Kathy Nelson, Sue Schmidt, Britt Aaseby, Joyce Aaseby and 
Judy Spencer. (Submitted photo.)

45th Reunion

Submitted article

(Editor’s Note: The 
following article was sub-
mitted by the Sherburne 
History Center.)

M. M. Sudie, author of 
fantasy fiction, will speak 
and sign her books at the 
Sherburne History Center 
(SHC) Saturday, 17 Sep-
tember, at 10 am.

Sudie, a resident of 
Sherburne County, has 
been writing and self-pub-
lishing her work for sev-
eral years. She has recently 
completed her fifth book in 
the Mark Brikyif series of 
fantasy fiction.

According to her web-
site, Sudie began writing 
when television and movies 
failed to provide satisfying 
endings. From these early 
writings, she evolved into 
her current series of books. 
She is working to complete 

three more books in the se-
ries in the near future.

Sudie is the third au-
thor to speak at the Sher-
burne History Center in 
this latest program series. 
The fourth and final presen-
tation of writers will visit 
the SHC October 15. The 
Sisters in Crime mystery 
writers group will present 
a round table discussion of 
different writing styles and 
creating mysteries.

Sherburne History 
Center is located at 10775 
27th Ave SE in Becker. Its 
website is www.Sherburne-
HistoryCenter.org. The 
Sherburne History Center 
inspires and fosters a sense 
of community by providing 
resources to help people 
discover the past and gain 
perspective on the present 
so they can make informed 
choices about the future.

Local author 
M.M. Sudie to 
appear at SHC

LOCAL AUTHOR M. M. SUDIE  will be speaking and signing autographs for 
her book series of fantasy fiction. The event is Saturday, Sept. 17 at 10 a.m. at the 
Sherburne History Center in Becker. Sudie has also displayed her books at local 
farmer’s markets. (Submitted photo.)

By Ken Francis, Contributing Writer

The Sherburne County 
Board Tuesday  passed the 
preliminary 2023 Regional 
Rail Authority Levy in the 
amount of zero dollars.

It is the same levy the 
board has approved since 
the county implemented the 
Local Option Sales Tax in 
2018.

On Sept. 4, 2018, the 
board of commissioners 
passed a resolution establish-
ing a five-cent  countywide 
sales tax to fund transporta-
tion. The tax was expected 
to generate an estimated $3.2 
million a year, with 30 per-
cent of the total expected to 
be coming from non-Sher-
burne County residents.  

The terms of the tax also 
allow the funds to be used on 
the Northstar and Link opera-
tions and maintenance, while 
the remaining portion is allo-
cated for high-priority road 
projects.

Using sales tax money 
for Northstar reduces the 
county’s property tax levy. 
Over the past three years, 
Northstar operating expenses 
were about $1.4 million.

The board did not ad-
dress the 2023 preliminary 
property tax levy and budget 
during Tuesday’s agenda. 
They held a workshop after-
wards and will bring it to a 
vote at the next meeting. The 
final budget and levy will be 
certified in December.

ARPA
The board approved 

ARPA expenditures totalling 
$298,240.79. The biggest 
expense was an IT Storage 
project, which will replace the 
current data storage system. 
IT Director Brian Kamman 
said system is upgraded every 
five or six years.

Also approved was 
$161,600 in community 
non-profit investment grants. 
Of that total, $36,600 was 
awarded to The Wave for 
on-site weekly mental health 
services. The Wave is a youth 
center for middle school and 
high school aged youth and 
offers a mentor program, 
skills-building activities and 
speakers, and a social envi-
ronment in which kids feel 
safe and loved and a sense of 
acceptance and belonging.

The Promise Neigh-
borhood (PN) received a 
grant of $125,000. PN helps 
low-income residents in the 
county in a number of ways: 
Providing assisted referrals to 
other organizations that offer 
supportive services; Offering 
emergency supports to clients 
to fill gaps, including direct 
payments to vendors to fill 
basic needs, including rent, 
utilities, transportation sup-
ports, prescriptions, clothing, 
diapers, formula, and other 
relevant needs; Boosting gen-
eral employability for com-
munity members; Providing 
therapeutic interventions and 
counseling for staff and com-

munity members through 
group-work and in individual 
counseling.

Employee Benefits
The board approved the 

2023 employee compensation 
plan, which includes a 3.5% 
range adjustment and 2023 
Pay for Performance Com-
pensation Plan for non-union 
employees, effective Jan. 
1, 2023. It includes the fol-
lowing county contributions 
toward health insurance pre-
miums: Single Contribution 
$890.00; Single + Child(ren) 
Contribution $1,124.70; Sin-
gle + Spouse Contribution 
$1,200.86; Family Contribu-
tion $1,460.60.

Other Business
In other actions the 

board:
• Approved an Interim 

Use permit (IUP) for Tiller 
Corp. for mining sand and 
gravel on 155 acres in the 
Shoreland Overlay District of 
Rice Lake on Hwy. 169 near 
Co. Rd. 74 in Livonia Twp.;

• Approved a negative 
declaration for an Environ-
mental Impact Statement for  
“The Oaks of Battle Brook,” 
a residential standard prelimi-
nary plat consisting of 10 lots 
on 110 acres;

• Approved the final 
simple plat of Wire Addi-
tion, consisting of two lots 
on 16.35 acres at 108th Street 
NW in Baldwin Twp.;

• Approved a conditional 
use permit for Andrew Davis 
for a personal storage struc-

ture on 32.99 acres in the 
Recreational Development 
Shoreland Overlay District of 
Briggs Lake near Co. Rd. 6 
SE in Palmer Twp.;

• Approved a resolution 
supporting the application to 
designate the Great Northern 
Trail as a Greater Minnesota 
Regional Trail;

• Approved the reap-
pointment of Russ Heiling as 
Sherburne County Surveyor;

• Approved out-of-state 
travel for two sheriff depart-
ment employees to attend 
Field Force Operations train-
ing at the FEMA Center for 
Domestic Preparedness in 
Anniston, Alabama, from 
Oct. 11-15, with all expenses 
for the training covered by 
FEMA, including transporta-
tion, lodging, and meals.

• Approved out-of-state 
travel for Veterans Services 
Officer Michael Tschudi to 
attend the VFW’s Skill Level 
training in Annapolis, MD, 
with all expenses paid via a 
VFW Scholarship;

• Approved the low bid 
of $21,000 from Diversified 
Paving and Concrete for as-
phalt resurfacing on the east-
ern lots of the Government 
Center campus;

• Accepted $33,418 
in grant money from the 
MN Board of Water & Soil 
Resources to fund salaries to 
administer the county’s septic 
system inspection program 
and an additional $18,600 for 
low income septic upgrades 

in 2023;
• Revoked an existing 

conditional use permit for 
John and Lynette Golly at 
their request after a manu-
factured home was removed 
from their property in Clear 
Lake Twp.;

• Approved the final con-
tact payment of $7,768.67 to 
Meyer Contracting for soil 
correction work on the Co. 
Rd. 81 road project;

• Approved the lease 
of a new color printer to re-
place the current black and 
white printer for Sheriff 
Master Control at a total cost 
of $3,408 over the next 48 
months;

• Approved advertising 
for a public hearing for Oct. 4 
to consider possible changes 
to the county’s all services 
and fee schedule;

• Approved a rating of 
“successful” for the perfor-
mance evaluation of Admin-
istrator Bruce Messelt for the 
period of Aug. 19, 2021 to 
Aug.19, 2022;

• Approved a Memoran-
dums of Understanding with 
Teamsters Local 320 - Health 
& Human Services Unit and 
Corrections Supervisory Unit 
regarding hazard pay benefit 
for COVID 19 testing staff, 
and extend the same hazard 
pay benefit for eligible non-
union staff under the same 
requirements, conditions and 
effective date. The cost of 
adding the criteria is $3,600.

Zero rail levy proposed by county again for 2023
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NOW HIRING FOR 

SERVICE TECHNICIANS 
AND INSTALLERS. 
GREAT PAY AND 

BENEFITS. EMAIL A 
RESUME TO: 

ACEHEATINGANDAIR@
OUTLOOK.COM

Ace Heating And 
Air Conditioning

Or, apply online: 
https://aceheatingand

airinc.com/employment/

 
763-389-2647

Products accepted include: Adhesives, Aerosols, Automotive Chemicals (NO MOTOR OIL – SEE INFO BELOW),Car Batteries, Cleaners, Fuels (Gasoline, Diesel, Etc.), Fluorescent Bulbs (limit 10 
bulbs per vehicle), Garden Chemicals, Mercury, Mothballs, Paints, Poison, Pool/Spa Chemicals, Roofing Tar, Batteries (disposable & chargeable), & Sealers.
Products NOT accepted include: Appliances, Asbestos Containing Items, Business Waste, Commercial Waste, Demolition Debris, Drywall Compound, Electronics, Explosives, Furniture, 
Household  Garbage,  Medical Waste, Motor Oil, Filters,  Anti-Freeze  (See Below), Pharmaceutical  Waste, Tires, Unknown Items, NO DRUMS.
Agricultural Pesticides: Pre-registered farmers may bring their unwanted agricultural pesticides to these collection events for free disposal.  For transportation planning
purposes, pre-registration is required by calling Gabrielle Holman at 763-765-4457 to inventory the amount of agricultural pesticides being delivered for disposal. Please be aware that we will 
refuse to accept pesticide rinsate, empty containers, fertilizers, crop oil, spread/stickers, foam makers, seed dye and inoculants. There is a 300 lb. limit and anything over 300 lbs will be charged 
a fee for disposal. (Residential Households do not need to pre-register.)

HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE COLLECTION EVENTS
Events are FREE for 

all Sherburne County
Residents (I.D. Required)

For questions or directions, please contact Gabrielle Holman Sherburne County Zoning, 763-765-4457
or email gabrielle.holman@co.sherburne.mn.us  • www.co.sherburne.mn.us/zoning/sw/hhw.php
USED Motor OIL Disposal: Used Oil, Oil Filters & Anti-Freeze may be delivered to one of seven disposal locations established throughout the County. 

Visit www.EastSideOilCompanies.com/self-serve-drop-off.html to find a used oil collection site near you.
Permanent HHW Facility: Residents may also deliver HHW to the HHW Facility in Waite Park. 

This facility is open 5 days per week and the 1st & 3rd Saturdays of each month. HHW disposal is free for all Sherburne County residents. 
Please visit: www.DontTossDropOff.com for hours of operation and location.

2022 Sh e r b u r n e Co u n t y2022 Sh e r b u r n e Co u n t y

September 13th 2pm-5pm KJ’s Refuge Bar & Grill, 26211 184th St. NW, Orrock

October 7th 2pm-5pm Public Works, 12950 7th Ave. So., Zimmerman

October 8th 9am-12pm Public Works, 12950 7th Ave. So., Zimmerman
Funded by MPCA SCORE Grant Dollars

By Mark Kolbinger,
Contributing Writer

The Clear Lake City 
Council met Tuesday eve-
ning and tackled several 
agenda items, including 
several proposed changes 
to the developer’s agree-
ment for the next phase in 
the Hunter Lake Bluff de-
velopment.

Consultant Todd Olin 
appeared before council, 
noting that was working as 
an intermediary between 
the developer and the City 
Attorney. He presented 
several proposed changes 
to the existing agreement 
and the council agreed to 
the terms.  These items 
included a donation of ap-
proximately seven acres of 
land for a park and open 

natural space in lieu of 
parkland dedication fees of 
$1,150 per lot, the vacation 
of a short pedestrian path 
through part of the plat, and 
a reduction 
in an access 
path from 
40 feet to 
30 feet in 
width.

C o u n -
cil, how-
ever, denied 
a request to 
d e c r e a s e 
SAC and 
WAC fees 
a n o t h e r 
15%, noting that they had 
previously accepted a 15% 
reduction in these charges 
for the development.

Mayor Tim Goenner 
also asked that any addi-

tional topsoil in the devel-
opment be dedicated to the 
park area to ensure proper 
vegetation growth.

With the changes 
being given 
a verbal 
agreement, 
Clerk Kari 
Koren will 
f o r w a r d 
documen-
tation to 
the City At-
torney and 
a revised 
agreement 
will be pre-
sented for 

adoption in the future.
In Other Business, 
the Council:
• Heard from Sgt. 

Andy Ochs of the SCSO, 
who reported on 71 calls 

for service in August;
• Approved a re-zone 

request from CMP Attach-
ments;

• Heard from District 
4 Commissioner Candidate 
Gary Gray, who detailed 
his plans to implement 
Focus Group for townships 
and cities in his district if 
elected. Gray outlined his 
efforts across District 4, 
which he noted includes 
36,000 acres of tillable 
farmland;

• Adopted the new 
rules and regulations for the 
Ball Field;

• Approved payment #1 
for the water tower work in 
the amount of $101,393.56;

• Approved the 2023 
preliminary levy;

• Heard from Public 
Works Director Dustin 

Luhning and authorized 
payment of $5,350 to rec-
tify an ongoing drainage 
issue within the city limits;

• Instructed Koren to 
come to the next meeting 
with a revised nuisance or-
dinance that would reduce 
the allowable length of veg-
etation within the city;

• Changed the time for 
the Oct. 12 budget work-
shop from 7 p.m. to 5:30 
p.m. to accommodate a fire 
board meeting;

• Agreed to gather in-
formation about the process 
of adding a four-way stop 
to the intersection of Na-
ture’s Edge and Trapper’s 
Ridge Drive.

Clear Lake endorses changes 
to developer’s agreement

Submitted Article

(Editor’s Note: The 
following article was sub-
mitted to the Patriot by 
Brian Myres, St. Cloud 
Regional Airport Authority 
Board Chair.)

Allegiant Airlines has 
announced the extension 
of Phoenix/Mesa and Punta 
Gorda/Fort Myers service 

through mid-May 2023. 
This means an uninter-
rupted flight schedule from 
October 2022 through mid-
May 2023.

The schedules to both 
destinations will be twice 
weekly non-stop through 
the winter season, which 
runs through mid-Febru-
ary 2023, and then Phoe-
nix/Mesa service ramps 

up to four times per week 
in mid-February through 
March. Florida flights will 
generally run Thursdays 
and Sundays while Arizona 
flights will generally run 
Wednesdays and Saturdays 
until mid-February when 
Mondays and Fridays will 
be added.

“We are excited to see 
the continuation of this Al-

legiant service, which in-
dicates the success of this 
past spring season,” said 
Airport Authority Board 
Chair Brian Myres. “The 
St. Cloud Regional Airport 
offers an easy, convenient 
way to travel to these warm 
weather destinations over 
the winter and spring sea-
son.”

Allegiant had a great 

2021-2022 winter season, 
which generally runs from 
October 1, through May. 
For the St. Cloud routes 
this past season, Allegiant 
recorded the most passen-
gers since the 2018-2019 
winter season, and the sec-
ond most ever.

“We’re happy to con-
tinue our relationship with 
Allegiant,” said Airport 

Director Bill Towle. “Al-
legiant has been a great 
partner offering a great ser-
vice.”

Allegiant has offered 
commercial air service at 
the St. Cloud Regional 
Airport since 2012. Check 
www.AllegiantAir.com for 
specific dates and fares.

Allegiant Airlines announces extension of nonstop service

BLUEGRASS BAND Singleton Street entertained the crowd for the last Music 
in the Park concert August 25. (Photo by Penny Leuthard.)

Different genres of 
music were featured at each 
concert, including country, 
folk, retro, bluegrass, and 
classic rock. All of the 
bands and musicians have 
been local.

The family friendly 
events have all been held 
at Eldorado Park in Clear-
water.

“You can’t beat the 
location,” said Johnson. 
“It’s easy access with lots 
of parking, a shelter for 
the bands to set up in, and 
a playground for younger 
kids who might have a hard 
time sitting still for a couple 
of hours.”

She noted people loved 
the food trucks that were 
at the concerts as well, al-
though there was an issue 
with one of the venders not 
showing up for the first two 
events, leaving organizers 
with no food available for 
attendees.

“The vender had com-
mitted to the entire first 
month,” said Johnson. 
“However they were a no-
show at the first concert 
and called to cancel just 
an hour before the second 
concert, leaving us with no 
food trucks. It was disap-
pointing.”

Two ‘movies in the 
park’ events were planned 
amongst the concerts as 
well, however, due to 
weather conditions only 
one was able to actually be 
held. 

“It’s all been a learn-
ing experience,” said John-
son. “The movie ended up 
going late into the evening 
because we had to wait for 
it to get dark enough to see 
it. Next year we’re looking 
at holding them in the fall 
instead.”

Organizers asked for 
thanks for be extended to 
the community and this 
year’s sponsors for their 
support. A shout out was 
also given to Wright Co. 
police officers, who made it 
a point to be at every event 
throughout the summer.

Event organizers are 
taking September off and 
will then start planning for 
next year. They hope to 
be able to work even more 
closely with the community 
and want to talk to the city 
about what it takes to allow 
local organizations to sell 
food during the concerts 
for their own fundraising 
purposes.

The events are always 
in need of sponsors. Busi-
nesses and individuals in-
terested in helping or just 
looking for more infor-
mation are encouraged to 
contact Johnson at Johns-
onMaterials@yahoo.com.

MUSIC  from page 1

THE BENTON COUNTY 4-H EXHIBIT BUILDING was filled with activities during the Benton County fair this past week. 
Leading the charge of the 4-H’ers and their families were 4-H staff (L-R) Summer Assistant Travis Boyle from Foley, Summer 
Coordinator Mary Goenner of Becker, Benton County Support Staff Megan Gerads of Foreston,  Benton County Extension 
Educator for 4-H Ann Olson of Becker, Summer Assistant Brady Roberts of Sauk Rapids and Summer Assistant Donita Beehler 
of Foley. (Submitted photo.)

...More 4H Benton Co. pics

CHRIS HAWKEY was a featured artist along with the Fabulous Armadillos 
during last Friday’s Concert at the Creek event at Pebble Creek. (Patriot Photo by 
Chris Meyer).

It’s Hawkey season 
at Pebble Creek!

NEWSPAPER 
ADVERTISING 

DRIVES ACTION
A study by NAA found that 81% of adults acted 
upon a coupon or call to visit a brand’s local 
store after seeing a newspaper ad in the past 
month. Over half of these consumers made a 

purchase because of the call to action. The study 
also found that newspapers ranked the highest 

of all other mediums as the source people use to 
plan for shopping.

Out of all the options, direct mail inserts scored 
the highest with 81% of adults saying they acted 

in the past 30 days after seeing an ad. Seven 
out of 10 respondents also said they regularly 
perused newspapers and magazines to seek 
out inserts. Even consumers who considered 

themselves “non-readers” used newspapers to 
find and cut out coupons, compare prices, and 

seek out sales in their local stores.
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The Becker Bulldogs 
Boys Cross Country team 
traveled up the road to 
the Princeton Invitational 
hosted at Fairway Shores 
Executive Golf Course.  

The 88 degree heat 
and muggy air made for 
a challenging evening to 
welcome runners to the 
2022 racing season, but the 
Bulldogs showed up with a 
mission to make some big 
impacts and set a strong 

tone for the season.  
Coach Dustin Weege 

saw a lot of nice perfor-
mances to start off as 
nearly all returning run-
ners saw improvements in 
the times compared to 12 
months ago while a num-
ber of student-athletes also 
accomplished bettering 
their career best Personal 
Records (PRs). Mason 
Tschida, Caleb Reckelberg, 
Alex Swanson, Tanner 
Felton, and Parker Spindler 
all saw PR improvements 
in their 5km (3.1mile) race, 
while Carson Schuster also 
had a PR pace with his 2km 
race.

Middle School
The day started off 

with the middle school 
races on the course with the 
team earning third place.  
Eighth grader Weston 
Denne captured a top 10 
spot in the 2km race with 
Carson Schuster and sev-
enth grader Brandt Hem-
melgarn close behind with 
13th and 14th places.  

Fellow seventh graders 
Tanner Schmitt and Keaton 
Colford rounded out the 
Bulldog harriers with their 
first ever XC races.  

“It’s nice to see these 
young guys getting this 
early season meet in and 
working to figure out this 
different racing environ-
ment,” said Weege.  ‘They 
responded pretty well and 
will continue to learn les-
sons all along the way.”

Junior Varsity
Next was the JV race 

which was 3km for this 
first meet of the season.  Six 
Bulldogs raced in the 3k 

and set some starting points 
for their season  

“It was pretty cool 
that Denlan Harmoning 
had over a one-minute im-
provement in his pace from 
this time a year ago while 
Aiden Frommelt (13:57) 
and Thomas Cota (19:03) 
had over six-minutes of 
improvement. Frommelt 
was the first Bulldog to 
reach the finish line in the 
3km and was followed by 
Jacob Kurhajetz (14:37).  
Next was Vincent Martin 
(15:15) and Denlan Har-

moning (15:33), then was 
Cota and newcomer Aiden 
Jacobs (19:42) as he started 
his XC career with the 3k.  

“I look forward to see-
ing what these guys can 
do with the 5k next week 
as these guys found some 
paces with the 3k that can 
carry them decently through 
the 5k,” said Weege.

Varsity
The last race of the 

evening brought the varsity 
boys to the line for the 5km 
trek over the hills and val-
leys.  The 5km race allowed 
for additional runners in 
the event since the JV race 
was 3km, so 13 Bulldogs 
stepped up.  

The Bulldogs ap-
proached the line with 
excitement for what this 
season can bring and they 
took off with each step 
moving forward toward 
their goals.  The Bulldogs 
were led by Senior All-
state runner Tyson Ricker.    
He raced ahead at a pace of 
about 5:30 per mile to win 
the race of the season by 35 
seconds.  Ricker’s time of 
17:05 yielded him his third 
career XC race title.  

Fellow returning 
state-entrant Mason Becker 
was next for the Bulldogs 
as he raced with a pack 
of runners from Heritage 
Christian (Maple Grove).  
Mason placed fifth in the 
event with a time of 18:09, 
which was not far from 
his state performance last 
Fall.  Chasing shortly be-
hind Mason was a pack of 
freshmen that are eager to 
make their marks in the var-
sity lineup.  Park Spindler 

(18:14) improved his career 
best 5km time by six sec-
onds while Tanner Felton 
(18:20) improved his best 
by 30 seconds en route to 
their top 10 finishes.  

Next, was Evan Hub-
bard who narrowly edged 
out newcomer Alex Swan-
son with just over 19 min-
utes for the 5km.  Senior 
Caleb Reckelberg (19:42) 
accomplished a top 25 per-
formance with his big 22 
second career PR.  

“Caleb has been a con-
sistent investor over the 

years,” said Weege.  “He’s 
worked hard and it is fun to 
see him starting off his se-
nior year in such a positive 
way.”  

Co-Captain Jase To-
bako (20:15) was the next 
Bulldog to reach the finish 
line and then Senior Ryan 
Boecker (21:04) followed.  
Mason Tschida’s perfor-
mance (21:50) was nearly 
a two minute improvement 
for his PR and teammate 
Alex Schermer (22:09) was 
shortly behind with a time 
that was 34 seconds better 
than his start last season.  

Jonathan Drury (22:52) 
and Noah Bloch (23:53) 
were the next Bulldogs in 
the lineup and they also 
started their seasons off 
with marked improvements 
from last year. 

As a team, the Bull-
dogs finished second be-
hind Heritage Christian.  

“This was a nice test 
to see where we’re at as a 
team and we look forward 
to getting back to work as 
we pursue some big goals,” 
Weege said.  “I’m excited 
for what this team can do as 
they continue to work hard 
together and grow stronger 
as runners, as a team, and as 
young men.” 

Up Next
Next, the Bulldog har-

riers head to Monticello for 
a preview event on Satur-
day at the Bertram Regional 
Park, which is where the 
Section 5AA will be held 
in late October.

THE BULLDOG VARSITY XC RUNNERS kicked off their racing season at the Princeton Invitational with a second place team 
finish. (Submitted Photo).

Boys take second in Princeton

By Mark Kolbinger,
Contributing Writer

The accolades keep 
pouring in for the Becker 
BASS team members, as 
the team recently held its 
scholarship awards cere-
mony. 

“We presented $7000 
in scholarships for the 
first time directly to our 
team and our plan is to 
continue giving scholar-

ships to future students” 
Coach Dusty Wright says.  
“For our inaugural year 
we were fortunate for the 
support from the Becker 
Lions, AMC Foam, Granite 
City Iron and Dan Gohman 
Painting for providing 
scholarship funds!”

The four seniors who 
applied for scholarships 
each received $1000 from 
the Becker Lions and addi-
tional $500 award winners 
included: Sam Hyttsten 
(Dan Gohman Painting), 
Parker Meyer (Granite 
City Iron),  Scotty Bowles 
(AMC Foam), and Mason 
Doucette (Becker BASS). 
The team also presented 
$500 team scholarships to 
two juniors, Logan Ahl-
brecht and Alex Weismann.

“Not all kids are 4.0 
students or can qualify for 
the majority of scholar-
ships... our team listened 
to people like Dan Gohman 
and Jon Holm and built a 
plan to give scholarships 
to our team members,” 
Wright says. “We want 
them to know that we be-
lieve in them and want to 
help further their educa-
tion be it college, technical 
school, community college, 
trade schools, or any other 
career advancement and/or 
apprenticeship.”  

Wright says that the 
scholarships are just one 

way that the many mentors 
and sponsors of the team 
can show the students that 
they have support across 
the community.

“We spend time with 
these students, get to know 
them, believe in them and 
want them to know we are 
here for them,” Wright 
says. “I’m not sure if we 
could acknowledge them in 
a better way!”

In addition to the 

scholarships, the team also 
reviewed the season and 
mentioned other highlights 
at the end of the year ban-
quet.

Wright listed off many 
new accomplishments for 
the team in 2022, which in-
cluded starting many tradi-
tions that will continue into 
the future.

Some of these new 
initiatives included Tues-
day night fishing (random 
local lake nights), day 
trippers, team and spon-
sor scholarship offerings, 
the team photo, a Becker 
only competition during 
“Virtual Fishing League”, 
and a multi-species tourna-
ment on Fish Donkey with 
“Grand Slam” category.

Wright also thanked 
the graduating seniors for 
all they have done to aug-
ment the success of the 
program, including Parker 
Meyer, Cole Wilhelm, 
Scotty Bowles, Sam Hytt-
sten and Mason Hyttsten.  

In terms of honors for 
the team, Wright ticked off 
a litany of impressive re-
sults that proved once again 
the Becker BASS team is 
one of the elite teams in the 
state.

Becker participated 
in four team tournaments 
with 20 to 30 boats fishing 
in each one, as well as five 
Lund virtual fishing tourna-

ments. 
Students also fished in 

the Student Angler Tourna-
ment Trail events (SATT), 
with the kids winning Team 
of the Year in points for the 
third consecutive year.

“We accumulate points 
by fishing SATT events 
and then total points from 
your top three SATT Tour-
naments equals our total,” 
Wright explains. “This is 
an extremely difficult feat 

to accomplish, even for one 
year. Three years is truly 
unexplainable.”

The past three years’ 
team winners have included 
Carter Hietala and Charlie 
Wright, Mason Doucette 
and Tristan Martin, and 
Maddie and Mason Dou-
cette.

Other team notable 
accomplishments included 
having three Teams partic-
ipate in the High School 
Nationals in Florence, AL, 
and two Teams qualify 
for High School Nation-
als 2023 (Tanner Paumen/
Mason Nevala & Brayden 
Graning/Braden Koenig).

In addition, Reid Mc-
Calla and Aiden Holm won 
the TBF/MLF State Cham-
pionship, which qualifies 
them for Nationals in 2023.

Speaking about the 
season to date, Wright says 
many goals were met.

“We were able to get 
kids out on the water, off 
their devices, on some cool 
boats, teach, fish and partic-
ipate in local events,” says 
the coach. “Our goal, from 
a coaching standpoint, was 
to provide opportunities to 
fish and to learn. We had 
about 25 coaches and boat 
captains that we kept very 
busy. The amount of volun-
teers our team has without 
requiring it, is an incredible 
blessing.”

THIS YEAR, THE BECKER BASS TEAM started a new tradition by awarding scholarships for their graduating seniors. (Sub-
mitted photo.)

$7,000 in scholarships 
highlight BASS team season

By Mark Kolbinger,
Contributing Writer

It’s been a few years 
since the Becker Bulldog 
swimming and diving team 
members could boast that 
they beat the perennial 
powers from the north, the 
Foley Falcons. But after 
a convincing 100-83 win 
last Thursday, the Bulldogs 
have a little extra step in 
their swagger.

“It has been a long time 
since Becker has defeated 
Foley in swim/dive - they 
are a tough team,” Coach 
Tina Tamm said after the 
match. “When this season 
started I thought that we 
were going to have a good 
season, and now, starting 
out the season with a win 
over a tough team like 
Foley, I am sure we are 

going to have a great sea-
son.”

The Bulldogs knocked 
off their rivals by coming 
out in mid-season form for 
the first meet of the season, 
as evidenced by 11 athletes 
posting section qualifying 
times.

“We had a number of 
girls make Section times on 
the very first meet,” Tamm 
said.  

Hitting the qualifying 
times were: Grace Mork 
(200 free & 500 free), 
Joey Cox (200 IM), Grace 
Wynia (200 IM & 100 
breaststroke), Tia Schaap 
(50 free & 100 free), Avary 
Maunu (50 free & 100 
free), Meghan Swanson (50 
free & 500 free), Lauren 
Woelfel, Karli Kirk  and 
Lillian Bonsante (diving), 
Delaney Varney (100 but-

terfly & 100 backstroke), 
Laila Cook (100 free & 100 
backstroke), and Arleigh 
Pudlick (100 backstroke).

While Tamm was im-
pressed with her team’s 
early season performance, 
she was also appreciative of 
their work ethic and com-
mitment to getting better.

“I anticipate that list to 
continue to grow through-
out the season as many 
more of the girls are very 
close to the section cut 
times in different events,” 
the coach said.

The next action for the 
Bulldogs was scheduled 
for Thursday night against 
Chisago Lakes in the M8 
opener.  Look for details in 
next week’s Patriot.

THE BECKER SWIMMING AND DIVING TEAM knocked off Foley last week, a sign of good things to come for the Bulldogs.  
Pictured here is the exchange between Delaney Varney and Avery Maunu during the 200 Medley Relay. (Submitted photo.)

Bulldog swimmers 
cruise past Falcons

By Mark Kolbinger,
Contributing Writer

Last Thursday, the 
Becker girls tennis team 
fell in an extremely close 
match to the Foley Falcons, 
3-4.

Seniors Ayla Brown 
(6-2, 6-1) and Dani Nuest 
(6-1, 6-0) led the singles 
match effort, winning in 

style to give the Bulldogs a 
split, 2-2, in the four match 
singles bracket.

In the doubles matches, 
it was the #2 team of Ken-
nedy Drehmel and Hannah 
Bartlett who picked up the 
win, scoring a tight 7-6 (1) 
and 7-6 (0) win.

Also seeing action for 
the Bulldogs in the singles 
matches were Lauren Croal 

and Lily Anderson.
In the doubles action, 

Ali Groskreutz and Madi-
son Bass teamed up, along 
with Samantha Mekeland 
and Payton Enerson. All 
the Bulldogs put up good 
fights in their matches, ac-
cording to coach Nate Bu-
cher.

Bulldog tennis falls to Falcons

WWW.STMACHININGWELDING.COM

Fully insured • 32 years of experience
6715 125th Ave - Clear Lake - 320.743.2387

Family Owned & Operated

HAVE A 
GREAT SEASON,

BULLDOGS!

CentraCare.com

Best wishes
for a safe and

healthy season!



By Mark Kolbinger,
Contributing Writer

The Becker Bulldog vol-
leyball team returns this year 
with some new players and a 
new coach who is spending 
the early weeks of the season 
getting to know the players 
and program.

At the helm this year for 
Becker will be Jess Vealetzek, 
and although this is her first 
varsity coaching job, she has 
16 years of experience lead-

ing teams across several or-
ganizations and divisions.

“It is safe to say that 
volleyball runs in my blood 
as I grew up in a family that 
played volleyball all their 
lives, Vealetzek says. “My 
parents have both played vol-
leyball for over 30 years. My 
mom had been a high-level 
player, coach, and referee for 
years and has taught me ev-
erything she knows about the 
sport.” 

Megan Hoppe will serve 
as the JV coach this year 
and one of the focuses of the 
coaches will be developing 
the skills of the players, but 
also their overall character.

“I believe that just like a 
player, a coach should always 
do everything they can to 
continue learning more about 
the sport,” Vealetzek says. 
“I look forward to working 
with young athletes and help-
ing them to grow as athletes 
and individuals, on and off 

the court, for many years to 
come!” 

The Bulldogs will have 
tri-captains this year who will 
be looked upon for leadership 
and setting a positive exam-
ple.

Seniors Evelyn Kreft and 
Lillian Berger, along with 
junior Maya Wenner, each 
bring experience that will be 
key as the Bulldogs learn a 
new system.

“My expectation of them 

during this season is to lead 
by example in every aspect 
of practice, competition, and 
off the court,” Vealetzek says. 
“I expect that they will em-
body the values that we will 
be working to instill in every 
player involved in the volley-
ball program.”

When it comes to goals 
for the team, the coach says 
that continuous improvement 
will be the focus and the wins 
and losses will be determined 
by that growth over the sea-

son.
“My biggest goal comes 

from the concept that I took 
from the book Atomic Habits; 
our goal for the season is to 
improve by at least 1% every 
time we step onto the court 
for practice or competition,” 
says the coach. “By focusing 
on the process and putting 
the highest amount of effort 
into the foundational skills of 
volleyball, we will continue 
to build upon that foundation 
and whether the improve-
ment is large or small, we 
will celebrate that improve-
ment and strive to move for-
ward, even if it is only 1% at 
a time.“

In terms of the compe-
tition the Bulldogs will face, 
Vealetzek believes Monti-
cello will be a tough oppo-
nent in the M8 Conference.

“Their team this sea-
son consists of almost every 
player that competed in the 
2021 State Tournament,” 
Vealetzek says. “Having 
coached a large number of 
those athletes and knowing 
that they have an excellent 
coaching staff, I expect that 
they will be an exceptional 
team.”

The Bulldogs will be 
implementing some new of-
fensive sets, but the coach 
isn’t quite ready to reveal ex-
actly what that will look like 
on the court.

“We will be working on a 
number of new technical and 
tactical strategies throughout 
the season and without spe-
cifically detailing what the 
plan will be, I can say that 
we will be working hard to 
be much more focused on 
intent and specific strategies 
tailored to our competition,” 
says Vealetzek. “Our strategy 
will continue to evolve and 
will change depending on our 
opponent.”

In her first few weeks on 
the job, the coach has been 
impressed overall by her new 
team.

“Becker High School has 
an amazing group of athletes 
that make up the volleyball 
program and the potential is 
there for them to accomplish 
great things this season and 
in the future,” she says. “We 
are in the process of redefin-
ing our culture and building 
a stronger foundation and 
that’s a lot to take on over 
the course of one season. I 
am looking forward to seeing 
where we go and bringing the 
school and community with 
us on the journey.”
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Bulldog volleyball 
ready to test their skills

COACH JESS VEALETZEK, back right, and the Becker Bulldog volleyball team are excited for the new season. (Photo by 
Mark Kolbinger.)

By Mark Kolbinger,
Contributing Writer

A complete lineup for 
a high school tennis team 
is ten girls and the Becker 
Bulldogs will fill eight of 
those spots with returning 
letter winners. Translation?  
Look out, competition.

“Last year we were a 
team that was young and 

took the season to learn 
many things that we are 
building on this year,” 
Coach Nate Bucher says.  
“We think we are in posi-
tion this year to compete 
for the M8 title, with some 
close matches last year, and 
with more experience we 
will be looking to reclaim 
that title.”

Bucher enters his ninth 
season as head coach and 
14th overall in the program 
and he will rely on two se-
nior captains - Ayla Brown 
and Dani Nuest - that will 
help set the tone for the 
team.

“They are not only 
leaders in their level of 
skill, but also in the way 
they encourage the rest of 
the team,” Bucher says.  
“I expect much from them 
throughout the season 
when it comes to feeling 
the heartbeat of the team 
and really working hard to 

cultivate the Becker Tennis 
culture that has been char-
acterized by high integrity, 
a kind character towards 
our opponents, and a tena-
cious competitiveness.”

Joining those two will 
be six other returning let-
ter winners, including se-
niors Kennedy Drehmel 
and Hannah Bartlett, junior 
Lily Anderson and a trio 

of sophomores - Madison 
Bass, Lauren Croal and 
Ali Groskreutz. Bucher 
has a number of candidates 
that have been battling for 
the remaining spots on the 
team.

A year ago, his team 
spent most of the season 
in the middle of the pack 
before peaking at the right 
time and riding that mo-
mentum to a section run-
ner-up finish.

This season, he thinks 
the team might be able to 
find its way back to that 
section title match.

“We think that we have 
another great shot at state, 
with our strong showing 
last year in the section fi-
nals,” Bucher says. “We 
think that we have matured 
to have what it takes to be 
section champs.”

Helping Bucher and 
the team pursue those goals 
this year will be assistant 

coach Alyssa Stevens (sixth 
year) and faithful volunteer 
coach Jen Anderson. 

In terms of a key to this 
year’s team, Bucher is fo-
cusing preseason practices 
on finding the right com-
binations for the doubles 
matches.

“With some of our 
players still only having 
a year of varsity under 

their belts our doubles 
need to be the main focus 
of our practices,” Bucher 
says. “Learning the pace 
of varsity doubles and the 
strategic opportunities is 
important. So we’ll work 
on movements on the court 
as well as how to be aggres-
sive in their net play.”

However the year 
turns out in the wins-losses 
column, Bucher says this 
group is a special one 
that he enjoys being with 
each day at practices and 
matches.

“We’re looking for-
ward to a great season, we 
still have a group that is 
learning, but they are all 
very hungry to get better, 
which is really exciting as 
a coach,” he says. “I am 
excited to work with this 
group who again are prov-
ing to be a lot of fun to 
coach and be around!”

Returning letter winners will 
propel Becker girls tennis

THE BECKER BULLDOG GIRLS TENNIS TEAM returns enough experience that it could push for the top spot in the Mississippi 
8 Conference. Pictured, back from left: Coach Jen Anderson, Ava Duncombe, Lauren Croal, Sammie Mekeland, Hannah Hytt-
sten, Payton Enerson, Ali Groskreutz, Kennedy Drehmel, Hannah Bartlett, Coach Nate Bucher. Front: Chloe Spear, Faith Bass, 
Kierra Pfingsten, Lily Anderson, Dani Nuest, Madison Bass, Ayla Brown, Olivia Nieken. (Photo by Mark Kolbinger).

By Mark Kolbinger,
Contributing Writer

Last season, the Becker 
swimming and diving team 
had its best season in sev-
eral years, winning seven 
matches and boasting a 
number of athletes who fin-
ished in the top eight in the 
Section meet.

This year, Head Coach 
Tina Tamm returns for her 
23rd season and has 12 let-
ter winners who will pro-
vide the overall experience 
necessary for the Bulldogs 
to challenge for putting a 
few athletes in the state 
tournament.

“Many of our letter 
winners placed in the top 
eight places at the Section 
meet a year ago,” Tamm 
says. “We were close to 
having a few state entrants 
last year and this year we 
are looking to get a few of 
our girls to the state meet.”

Providing leadership to 
this year’s team will be four 
captains - Arleigh Pudlick, 
Delaney Varney, Sophie 

Studer and Grace Wynia.  
Joining Tamm on the 

coaching staff this year 
will be long-time diving 
coach Kayla Kalinowski 
(14th year) and assistant 
coach Avery Tamm (sec-
ond year). 

As the team gears up 
for the season, Tamm sees 
a great deal of flexibility in 
this year’s squad.

“There is a whole 
bunch of talent across all 
the grades and I have the 
ability to strategically move 
the girls around into differ-
ent events,” Tamm says.  
“This gives them a chance 
to try different races and 
still lets us try for the win.”

In terms of wins and 
losses and team goals, 
Tamm sees the potential to 
measure up to last year’s in-
credible season and maybe 
even a bit better.

“We are looking to im-
prove our overall season 
record,” Tamm says. “We 
have a great group of girls 
and a lot of new talent. I an-
ticipate a great season with 

a lot of success.”
As always, the Bull-

dogs will compete in the 
very tough Mississippi 8 
Conference, as well as a 
competitive section.

“Monticello is always 
tough in the conference 
and they are also in our 
section,” Tamm says. “Our 
section is tough all around, 
as all the teams put their 
best swimmers in the events 
and it makes for a very dif-
ficult field of competitors.”

One reason for 
Tamm’s optimism this year 
is the amount of work her 
girls have put in during the 
off-season. She is confident 
that it will pay dividends 
as the high school season 
kicks off.

“ A lot of the girls train 
and compete with the club 
program during the winter 
and spring,” says the coach.  
“That is a great benefit 
when it comes to the high 
school season.  I am excited 
to see how this year goes.”

THE BECKER BULLDOG SWIMMING AND DIVING TEAM will rely on experience this season, as it returns 12 athletes who 
lettered in the activity a year ago. (Submitted photo.)

Bulldog swimmers and 
divers have experience

Have a great Season Bulldogs!
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By Mark Kolbinger,
Contributing Writer

With 11 talented se-
niors headlining the roster, 
the Becker boys soccer 
team could be in line for a 
special season.

“This year our goal is 
to earn a conference cham-
pionship. We have a lot of 
very talented players and 

a large group of seniors,” 
fifth year Head Coach Nick 
Crowley says. “We have 
some high expectations for 
the season – which includes 
a push for state. We know 
that it’ll take a lot of work, 
but everyone is on the same 
page.”

Crowley’s squad 
could be the most balanced 
Bulldog team in program 
history, as they have the 
offensive firepower to team 
with some excellent de-
fenders.

“I think that we’ll be 
pretty balanced on both 
sides of the ball,” Crowley 
adds.

Three players who 
earned All-Conference 
honors a year ago return 
for the Bulldogs, including 
offensive superstar Micah 
Boyer and backline stal-
warts Owen Kolbinger and 
Kyle Vogl.

Boyer and Kolbinger 

will serve as team captains, 
along with Brekken Klug.

“Boyer is returning 
as our leading goal scorer, 
having scored 25 goals 
last season, he is hoping 
to improve on that num-
ber,” Crowley says. “Klug 
is our rock in the midfield, 
he reads the game very 
well and will help keep 
our focus and shape during 

games, while
Kolbinger leads from 

the backline, and brings a 
lot of energy to the team.”

In addition to his 
All-Conference perform-
ers, Crowley also mentions 
a host of other players who 
will hold key roles for the 
Bulldogs, including back-
line player Hudson Romfo.

“We have a large group 
of seniors, so we’ll be rely-
ing on them a lot, but the 
addition of sophomore Erik 
Kyaw will be a great ben-
efit on defense,” Crowley 
says.

While the conference 
and section titles are goals 
for the team, Crowley says 
his squad has many other 
smaller goals they will be 
focusing on during the sea-
son.

“We want to have 
more shutouts than last sea-
son, we want to score more 
goals than we concede, and 
we want to be above .500,” 

Crowley says, noting that 
last season they had one 
shutout, scored and con-
ceded 54 goals each and 
ended the year 7-7-2 over-
all. “If we can fulfill our 
smaller goals, I think that 
will help with our bigger 
ones. And, of course, the 
boys want to have fun. So 
as long as we’re having 
fun, the rest will fall into 

place. “
 While the level of tal-

ent on the team is undeni-
able, Crowley continues to 
play the numbers game and 
is always looking for new 
players to give the sport 
a try. This year’s team is 
slightly larger than last 
year, as he has 22 kids out 
at the high school level and 
12 from the middle school.

However, in the end, 
it will be the senior class 
that will decide how far the 
teams goes overall.

“I think it will be a very 
successful year for us - a lot 
of these athletes have been 
on the varsity squad for 
four years, they have been 
pushing themselves to be 
better and better each sea-
son,” Crowley says. “With 
11 seniors in the squad, 
I think it will be a special 
season.” 

Talented seniors to lead 
Bulldog boys soccer

BECKER SOCCER.  Head Coach Nick Crowley returns a lineup full of experience and talent, as the Bulldogs look to post a 
stellar season.  Crowley is still hoping for a few more players to join this year’s team.  Pictured: Back Row - Coach Nick Crow-
ley, Tate Salvevold, Cole Kalinowski, Evan Norberg, Hudson Romfo, Kevin Vogl, Nick Gruber, Kyle Vogl, Chris Stich, Sebastian 
Cabrera, Micah Boyer, Assistant Coach Damien Klug.  Middle Row - Rowen Klug, Asher Olson, Noah Hoffmann, Oakley Esping, 
Brigham Ebert, Brekken Klug, Kaden Wilson, Alex Mendoza, Max Haugen.  Front Row - Hayden Olson, Erik Kyaw, Kaidin Hartse, 
Sawyer Klug, Jay Olson, Braxton Knippenberg, Aidan O’Connor. (Photo by Mark Kolbinger.)

By Bill Morgan, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

Ben Strom returns as 
Becker’s girls soccer coach 
and his assitant coaches are  
Abby Rothstein and Isa-
belle Sternquist. They have 
34 student/athletes on the 
squad.

Strom has four girls 
designated as captains for 
the team this year. They 
are, Ava Ewald, Hailey 
Szabla, Liz Mackedanz, 
and Rachel Fuller.

“We have great cap-
tains this year, they are 
true leaders and will be ex-
tremely valuable this year,” 
said Strom.

Based on his coaching 
technique from a year ago, 
Strom has learned the value 
of being tougher in train-
ing. With that, he hopes his 
girls will be more focused 
and diligent in their assign-
ments.

“The hardest thing to 

coach is the mental side 
of the game ,” Strom says. 
“Soccer is a team sport 
where everyone relies on 
their teammates and they 
are all required to be smart 
and creative on the field. “If 
anyone stops thinking the 
game doesn’t go well.”

Recent Results
Becker played St. 

Cloud Apollo Aug. 25 and 
won the match 3-1 despite 
the game being called early 
due to the home team’s 
lights not working.

“We played well and 
moved the ball very intel-
ligently,” Strom said.”Our 
defense played really well.” 

Abby Atwood had 15 
Clearances in the game

Ava Ewald, Morgan 
Vee, and Hailey Szabla 
each had a goal and Liz 
Mackedanz, Rebecca Lyon, 
and Ava Ewald each had an 
assist.

Rachel Fuller played 
fantastic in goal and had 

four saves. 
“She easily handled 

every shot they had,” said 
Strom. “The lone goal was 
a result of miscommunica-
tion in the back.”

On Aug. 31, Becker 
hosted Zimmerman but the 
home field advantage did 
not pay off. The Thunder 
smoked the Bulldogs, 6-0 
to even Becker’s record at 
1-1.

“We did not play to our 
potential at all and could 
have played much better,” 
said Strom.

Atwood had 17 clear-
ances and Charlie Ebert 
had eight interceptions in 
the game.

Up Next
The girls played South-

west Christian at home on 
Tuesday of this week, then 
hosted Princeton Thursday. 
Check back next week for 
results from those matches.

Strom hopes tough 
training brings results
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By Bill Morgan, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

After one regular sea-
son game to start the sea-
son, the Becker Bulldog 
football team is 0-1 with a 
loss to Rocori Aug. 26.

Dwight Lundeen re-
turns as head coach and 
he has his full plethora of 
coaching talents return-
ing as well. However, this 
year, two new voices will 
be heard on the sidelines in 
two former players, Nick 
Radunz and Mitchell Dale.

Lundeen and his crew 
are training 64 athletes in 
grades 10 thru 12 to become 
better foorball players, 
friends, brothers, students, 
sons and grandsons.

Last year, Becker’s 
team suffered a heartbreak-
ing loss to Kasson-Mantor-
ville in the state semi-finals 
that had everyone who 
witnessed the game, walk 
away with their heads 
shaking. They entered the 
matchup undefeated at 
11-0.

Is it something they 
can put past them?

“We move on to a new 
year with many new play-
ers,” said Lundeen. “But it 
is our goal to win the state 
each year - always trying to 
be playing our best come 
playoff of time.”

Lundeen has QB Ryan 
Bengtson returning as a 
team leader and starter.

“He’s a big reason we 
were 11-1 last year,” said 
Lundeen. “He had a great 
summer, played on our 
7-on-7 squad and is an all 
state kind of player.”

Another player Lun-
deen will be looking for 
leadership from is Alex 
Weiss.

“He’s a great receiver,” 
the coach said. “He’s strong 
and fast and is one of our 
captain leaders.”

On defense, Lundeen 
has the likes of Harrison 
Kent, whose progression 
into a stalwart athlete mir-
rors the excellence his en-
tire family represents.

“He’s the leading 
tackler on our team,” said 
Lundeen. “He’s a Divison 
1 type of player. Will not 
come off the field much!”

The Bulldogs have 
been participating in two-
a-day practices leading 
up to the regular season. 
Lundeen says his team is 
working very hard and they 
seem to have a good focus 
on their assignments. 

Over the summer, as 
usual, Lundeen recruits 
his most talented players 
to participate in a 7-on-7 
schedule of games.. This 
year, they were undefeated 
as they played Brainerd, 
Gustavus and Buffalo 
teams.

“We had a great sum-
mer team camp in late 
July,” he said.”We have 
very good numbers in each 
of the grades and many 
good football players com-
ing up thru our school.”

Next year, the team 
hopes to be setting foot on 
their brand new turf sta-
dium that is being drafted 
for construction next 
spring.

“We are very excited 
about the plans,” Lundeen 
said. “We hope to have our 
team and fans playing there 
in August of 2023.”

THE 2022 BECKER BULLDOG FOOTBALL TEAM. In no particular order: Alex Weiss, Isaiah Gardner, Mitchell Soltau, Julias 
Hendricks, Zach Bengtson, Jacob Drury, Grant Studer, Caden Hartkopf, Nate Kerzman, Logan Eisele, Tommy May, Carter Reck-
elberg, Ethan Duncombe, Eli Scheideman, Kaden Nicolas, Aaron Fingarson, Grayson Kipka, Ryan Bengtson, Nolan Jurek, Saw-
yer Brown, Isaac Daluge, Adam Thelen, Landon Jurek, Robert Leaders, Kaleb Tuftedal, Nolan Muellner, Jake Rosenow, Adam 
Jurek, Cody Klatt, Owen Angell, James Hartkopf, Matt Warhol, Harrison Kent, Braeden Beutz, Eddy Koop, Joshua Robinson, 
Alex Kinny, Jack Atwood, Landen Kujawa, Sawyer Anderson, Cody Schmidt, Josh Miller, William Hamacher, John Boecker, 
Mason Nevala, Anthony Hanson, Jacob Eich, Dylan Weber, Kendrick Tomasko, Reid Tripp, Bryce Halvorson, Cooper Wright, 
Lance Lysdal, Matthew Powell, Cody Becker, Presten Angell, Dylan Kolby, Trenton Michels, Cole Barringer, Aiden Holm, Collin 
Jensen, Collin Lietha, Charlie Wright, Tyson Vetsch, Colton Johannes, Maxwell Olson-burkman, Aiden Golley, Benjamin Dun-
can, Nabil Fisher, Dru Fitzsimons, Reid Mccalla, Aiden Radeke, Jackson Duncan, Garett Lane, Ben Strot, Chandler Davis, Kyan 
Blomquist, Connor Lucas, Kohl Vickroy, Titan Hoover, Scott Braun, Thomas May, Blake Hildebrandt, Ethan Guck, Adler Herdina, 
Jaxon Faul, Jack Wilson, Lakken Braun, Karter Pfingsten, Aiden Domingo-Maness, Dylan Johnson, Cash Pettit, Marshall Stef-
fens, Riley Wilke, Dylan Johnson, Zach Stanger, Adler Herdina, Wyatt Bender, Evan Massey, Troy Nuest, Hunter Stang, Braden 
Koenig, Jakob Thuftedal, Quintrell Robinson, Jayden Hamacher, Johnathon Boecker, Bryce Paumen, AJ Riservato, Matthew 
Dickenson, Jace Stenberg, Matthew Warhol, Micah Horn, Cayden Goodell, Hunter Thorson, Christian Knute, Nik Hosier, Cooper 
Fisher, Joseu Valverde, Deegan Schmidt, Thatcher Jurek, Nathan Riesgraf, Lane Lysdahl, Thomas Ostrowski, Christian Knute, 
Kellan Graning, Brayden Graning, Ryan Werner, Grady Muellner. (Photo by David Hyttsten of David’s Photography).

Bulldogs hoping to 
build on last year

Call now to reserve your rental date!
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HAVE A 
GREAT 

SEASON, 
ATHLETES!

By Ken Francis,
Contributing Writer

The Patriot News-
paper made every effort 
to connect with each and 
every sports team from 
both Becker and Big Lake 
for our Fall Sports Preview 
section.

Unfortunately, two Big 
Lake coaches, who were 
contacted for participation 
in this section, failed to 
respond. If, upon reading 
this, the coaches decide to 
respond, the Patriot would 
be happy to run those arti-
cles in our sports section in 
next week’s issue.

Thank you for your un-
derstanding.

Patriot 
reached 
out...

good luck bulldogs!

B E C K E R  A G E N C Y
763-261-4201 • www.steilins.com
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By Bill Morgan, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

Coaches Dustin Weege 
and Patrick Drury will be 
once again guiding the Bull-
dogs boys cross country 
team.

Though things will look 
a little different, according to 
Weege.  

Due to a recent surgery, 
Weege is currently restricted 
from running and biking 
so he will be needing to do 
some coaching from his 
moped.  Fortunately, this op-
tion has been working out so 
far, but Weege is eager to get 
back to a bicycle and even-
tually back to running again.  
Pat Kealy also has offered to 
help out during the season 
on occasion for which the 
coaching staff is grateful.

The Bulldogs have 25 
boy harriers that have been 
racing around town this late 
summer and are looking to 
make some big impacts this 
season. They’ve been prac-
ticing 7:30-9:30 a.m. Mon-
day thru Friday while mostly 
gathering at the Fieldhouse.

The roster of runners 
is as follows: Keaton Col-
ford, Tanner Schmitt, Jacob 
Kurhajetz, Aiden Jacobs, 
Mason Tschida, Brandt 
Hemmelgarn, Carson Schus-
ter, Weston Denne, Mavrick 
Pink, Alexander Schermer, 
Caleb Reckelberg, Jase To-
bako, Mason Becker, Parker 
Spindler, Evan Hubbard, 
Denlan Harmoning, Jona-
than Drury, Vincent Martin, 
Noah Bloch, Aiden From-
melt, Thomas Cota, Tanner 
Felton, Tyson Ricker, Alex 
Swanson and Ryan Boecker.

The Bulldogs return 
their full squad of seven run-
ners from last season’s sec-
tion meet along with several 
talented reserves that have 
continued to develop well 
and are looking to be a part 
of that varsity line-up in the 
postseason.  

“We have a great group 
of six seniors that will be 
fun to watch,” said Weege.  
“Tyson Ricker, Mason 
Becker, Caleb Reckelberg, 
Ryan Boecker, Noah Bloch, 
and Vincent Martin will be 
working to guide the younger 
runners and share what they 
have learned through their 
experiences and invest-
ments.” 

Senior All-State run-
ner and Co-Captain Tyson 
Ricker looks to lead the Bull-
dogs again and hopes to re-
turn to and improve upon his 
placement in the state cross 
country meet in November. 
Ricker was 17th in 2021.  

Fellow 2021 cross 
country state entrant Mason 
Becker also hopes to return 
to the state meet and place 
well in his senior season.  

Caleb Reckelberg is 
eager to perform for his se-

nior season as well as he has 
been a steady plotter in his 
progress through the years. 

Junior co-captain Jase 
Tobako seeks to continue 
his quest in CC.  Jase placed 
25th in the section meet last 
season and has nearly gone 
under the 18-minute mark.  

“He also looks to invest 
well in the team along with 
other teammates to help the 
Bulldogs rise to the next 
level,” said Weege.    

Additionally,  Becker’s 
ninth graders will be a group 
to watch as Parker Spindler, 
Evan Hubbard, and Tanner 
Felton all placed in the top 
40 of last season’s section 
meet.

Weege, his coaches and 
runners all say the Becker 
course at Pebble Creek 
stands out s as being one of 
the best in its class and has 
a great location, good spec-
tator visibility, good footing, 
and fantastic fan support.  
The Bulldogs work to chase 
the prize as well as there has 
often been a toy dog bone 
hanging from the lead cart.  

“Each course/meet 
though the season though of-
fers different challenges and 
neat things to celebrate,” said 
Weege.  “Starting off with 
Princeton’s meet at Fairway 
Shores Golf Course in Zim-
merman. It is a nice starting 
spot with good competition.”  

This year the Bulldogs 
will heading to Bertram 
Regional Park for the sec-
ond meet of the season in 
order to get a preview of this 
year’s section course and to 
match up with several sec-
tion teams.  Next, the Bull-
dogs head to the 57th annual 
Lucky Lindy/Myron Ahle 
meet in Little Falls, which 
is a big well-attended meet.  
After that, the Bulldogs go 
to Buffalo to take on the in-
famous Buffalo Heights hill 
which challenges the legs 
with the long climb.  

“The 21 team event at 
Foley this year at the end 
of September will be a nice, 
relatively flat course to 
hopefully be speedy at,” said 
Weege. “We look forward to 
hosting here at the beautiful 
Pebble Creek Local 9 on Oc-
tober 4.” 

Also on the docket is 
the 49th Annual Alexandria 
Lions “Meet of Champions” 
held at Arrowwood Resort.

“That has often stood 
out as a great meet as the 
Fall colors are typically in 
full display there and the 
elevation drop between the 
start and the finish line also 
helps,” said Becker’s head 
coach.  

For the final regular sea-
son portion, the Bulldogs will 
be heading to the Princeton 
Golf Course for their Tiger 
Invitational.  From there, the 
Bulldogs look forward to 
competing in the Mississippi 

8 Conference Championship 
meet in Mid-October.  At the 
end of October, the Bulldogs 
head back to Bertram Re-
gional Park for the Section 
5AA meet which brings stel-
lar competition as one of the 
top sections of the state.

Weege and his team 
have been holding morning 
practices (Monday-Friday) 
during the weeks leading up 
to the school year.  The Bull-
dogs intentionally hold early 
practices as it provides op-
portunities to ‘beat the heat’ 
from the August dog days.

“It tends to be a little 
clearer weather and helps 
to prepare student-athletes 
morning routines for the 
start of the school year.,” 
Weege says.  “The early sea-
son practices are used to gain 
better perception of how stu-
dent-athletes have continued 
their development from sum-
mer miles and activities.”  

Weege says his stu-
dent-athletes test out a va-
riety of paces that will be 
used for different training 
purposes during the season.  
Time is also spent getting to 
know each other better and 
establishing some shared 
and individual goals for the 
season.

THE 2022 BECKER BULLDOG BOYS CROSS COUNTRY TEAM. Row 1, left to right: Keaton Colford, Tanner Schmitt, Jacob 
Kurhajetz, Aiden Jacobs, Mason Tschida, Brandt Hemmelgarn, Carson Schuster and Weston Denne;  Row 2: Mavrick Pink, 
Alexander Schermer, Caleb Reckelberg, Jase Tobako, Mason Becker, Parker Spindler, Evan Hubbard and Denlan Harmoning; 
Row 3: Coach Dustin Weege, Coach Patrick Drury, Jonathan Drury, Vincent Martin, Noah Bloch, Aiden Frommelt, Thomas Cota, 
Tanner Felton and Tyson Ricker.Not Pictured: Alex Swanson and Ryan Boecker. (Patriot Photo by Mark Kolbinger).

Weege, Drury hoping 
for continued success

By Bill Morgan, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

Trish Reimer-Kealy 
returns as the Becker girls 
cross country coach. She 
has a new assistant coach 
this year in Camille Kantor, 
an Alexandria High School 
athlete and graduate. Kantor 
was a member of Alexan-
dria’s cross country team, 
their ski team and their track 
& field team.

Kealy and Kantor 
currently have 23 girls on 
this year’s squad and three 
student managers (Emilia 
Hansen, Naiya Hanson and 
Alyssa Brower). 

The roster includes 
seniors: Bella Duncombe, 
Kayla Gruenes, Regan 
Hausmann, Brooklyn 
Karel, Raegan Leaders and 
Meghan Swanson. Juniors: 
Olivia Babler, Tasha Ber-
thiaume, Alea Briggs and 
Lexi Rose. Sophomores: 
Ella McDonald and Natalie 
Trenz. Freshmen: Katelyn 
Brower, Raelee Lyon and 
Sophia Malisheski. Seventh 
graders: Adelle Changamire, 
Aria Deidrick, Abigail Frey, 
Myka Maksimenko, Kendall 
Olson, Ava Scheiber, Lillee 
Stevens and Lorelei Swan-
son.

“Our entire varsity from 
last year were integral to the 

success of our team,” said 
Kealy. “Each athlete was 
very encouraging and chal-
lenged one another every 
day and every race.”  
Kealy notes these athletes 
are each leaders who support 
each other and the team.  

“Our girls on the JV 
team as well were helpful to 
one another,” she said. “The 
older girls always help the 
younger ones learn the ropes. 
All of our seniors step up to 
lead each and every day and 
have been with the program 
for years.”  

Of all the school’s 
courses Kealy’s team visits 
each year, she and the girls 
have always liked the course 
at Little Falls.

“It’s a beautiful course 
by the river and always 
good competition,” Kealy 
said.  “Also, we have liked 
the course at Alexandria at 
the Arrowwood Resort. It’s 
another beautiful course and 
on the lake with outstanding 
competition.”  

Kealy notes her athletes, 
of course, have always liked 
their home course at Pebble 
Creek and are so lucky to be 
able to run there.  

“It has been changing 

the last few years and is al-
ways a work in progress,” 
she says.

Early season is a time to 
get conditioning underway 
and assess the team. Kealy 
begins each new season with 
two-hour practices every day 
of the week and when school 
starts, they hold practices 
right after school. 

“Every year is different.  
Our girls did a fair amount 
of running this summer and 
that will prove to be helpful,” 
Kealy says. “Each athlete is 
different in confidence lev-
els and belief in their capa-
bilities. Many times they 
surprise themselves at what 
they can do as we progress 
through the season.” 

Kealy has been pleased 
that this particular group of 
girls have been very sup-
portive and encouraging to 
one another since the season 
started.  

In early August, Kealy 
was named the Class AA 
Girls State Coach of the Year 
after leading last year’s team 
to the Mississippi 8 Confer-
ence title and the Section 
5AA title while finishing 6th 
at state.

THE 2022 BECKER BULLDOG GIRLS CROSS COUNTRY TEAM. (In no particular order): Bella Duncombe, Kayla Gruenes, 
Regan Hausmann,Brooklyn Karel, Raegan Leaders,  Meghan Swanson, Olivia Babler, Tasha Berthiaume, Alea Briggs, Lexi 
Rose, Ella McDonald, Natalie Trenz, Katelyn Brower, Raelee Lyon, Sophia Malisheski, Adelle Changamire, Aria Deidrick, Abi-
gail Frey, Myka Maksimenko, Kendall Olson, Ava Scheiber, Lillee Stevens and Lorelei Swanson. Student managers are: Emilia 
Hansen, Naiya Hanson and Alyssa Brower. (Patriot Photo by Mark Kolbinger).

Kealy returns as CC 
coach, hires new asst.
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By Bill Morgan, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

The Big Lake Swim/
Dive team is being coached 
by Amber Jodlowski for 
the 2022 season. She has 32 
swimmers and divers on the 
squad and an amazing coach-
ing staff which includes: 
McKenna Peterson,  Hannah 
Storm and Heather Peterson. 

Jodlowski previously 
was the middle school swim 
coach for Big Lake five years 
ago. She moved into the as-

sistant coach for two years 
before she took a break to 
attend paramedic school. To 
her fortune, as soon as para-
medic school concluded, the 
head coach position at Big 
Lake opened up and here she 
is!

Jodlowski has three cap-
tains this year. Jenna Nygard, 
Jadyn Kluk and Britney 
Krumrei.

“All three of them are 
seniors and they have been 
doing an amazing job being 
leaders for our team,” said 

Jodlowski. 
Jodlowski has high 

hopes for her athletes this 
year as she prepares the team 
with practices and workouts 
to start the regular season in 
top form.

“I see every team as our 
biggest rival,” she said. “I like 
to go into every meet thinking 
we are there to try everything 
we can and put our best out 
there to compete.” 

Jodlowski is keen that 
she is devloping a youthful 
and small team this year but 
with each practice she sees 
improvement. 

“Monticello will be an 
exciting meet,” she says. 
“Stacy Biegler is the head 
coach for Monticello and 
when I was in high school 
swimming, Stacy coached 
me for six  years.” 

Jodlowski says Biegler 
coached her into the swim-
mer that she is today and 
admits it will be exciting to 
compete against her former 
coach this year and beyond.

Jodlowski says she 
started swimming in the sev-
enth grade. 

“While trying to figure 
out what kind of swimmer I 
was, I kept racing,” she said. 
“Starting in ninth grade, I 
went to the state through-
out my four years of high 
school.”  

Jodlowski hopes that 
kind of experience will help 
her connect and teach her ath-
letes to build goals and work 
hard.

“Each year I kept getting 
better throughout state,” Jod-
lowski said. “By my senior 
year I was All-State in the 50 
free.” 

After her senior year. 
Jodlowski went to Minnesota 
State University Moorhead 
on a scholarship to swim for 
the Dragons. She was a top 
sprinter for them throughout 
her time there. 

“I fell in love with swim-
ming through my years of 
swimming and still love it to 
this day.”

Through her experi-
ences, Jodlowski believes she 
can mold her team into some-
thing pretty special.

“The hardest thing to 
teach in swimming is for 
the girls to believe in them-
selves,” she said. “I believe in 
every one of my girls to swim 
their best and try new events. 
I’ve learned that believing in 
yourself is the best way to 
excel  in swimming.” 

Jodlowski says if one 
can’t believe in oneself, it’ll 
be harder to reach one’s goal. 

“Teaching the girls to 
believe in themselves is re-
ally something they need to 
find within themselves.”

“My coaching philoso-
phy is more than just in the 
pool,’ she says. “The girls I 
coach are hard working and 
motivated. They want to 
excel in swimming and div-
ing and reach their goals.”

Jodlowski says she goes 
into every practice and every 
meet with every one of the 
athlete’s goals in mind. 

“I coach to have them 
reach their goal,’ she said. “It 
might be something simple 
as being in all varsity events, 
lettering this year or more 
advance goals such as a state 
participant  or being an all 
state athlete.  I will be there 
for each swimmer and diver 
to achieve their goal.”
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THE BIG LAKE HORNET GIRLS SWIM AND DIVE TEAM will have a new head 
coach at the helm this year. Amber Jodlowski (inset) has been hired as the team’s 
head coach and she hopes to begin building a winning program immediately. 
(Submitted Photo).

New head coach for 
Hornet swim team

By Bill Morgan, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

Alisha Brust returns as 
Big Lake’s volleyball head 
coach. She has two new ad-
ditions to her coaching staff 
in Gabby Sandford, who 
will coach B-squad this 
year and is a new phy ed 
teacher at the high school, 
and Jess Shaughnessy, who 
will be coaching Big Lake’s 
ninth grade team.

Brust and her staff 
currently have 43 athletes 
playing volleyball in their 
high school program.Of 
the 43, Brust has identified 
four players who are re-
turning with quality varsity 
experience and will be team 
leaders. 

“Senior setters Anna 
Lund and Tristyn Deckard 
are both valuable leaders 
and will be looked to offen-
sively,” Brust says. “Senior 
Kendal Kopp will be help-
ing out on the outside and 
is an outstanding defensive 
player, and junior Emma 
Nagorski comes in and is 
able to hit anywhere on the 
floor and is a strong blocker 

for us at the net.”
Brust believes in ath-

letics, it is of the most im-
portance for students to be 
active and enjoying them-
selves. 

“We have kids who do 
go from one program to an-
other because it is a better 
fit for them,” said Brust. 
“One of the best parts of 
our athletic programs are 
we support each other and 
help players find their best 
fit”. 

Brust says with vol-
leyball in particular, she 
really puts an emphasis on 
making sure the athletes 
are placed where they will 
have the most growth and 
success in volleyball. 

“We want them to feel 
valued as a part of their 
team and the program,” she 
says. “We always encour-
age good food choices and 
push water intake with our 
players. They are all pretty 
responsible with proper nu-
trition.” 

Brust says she and her 
coaches focus on core val-
ues and building life skills 
to make good citizens, not 
just good players. 

“We are very lucky to 
have such great families in 
the program that support all 
al the girls and the coaching 
staff each season,” Brust 
says.

Recent Results
The Hornets are cur-

rently sitting at 1-5 on 
the year. They kicked off 
the regular season Sept. 1 
against a very good Mayer 
Lutheran team (ranked #1 
in A volleyball) and lost 
3-1. They then played in 
the Albany Early Bird 
Tournament last Friday and 
lost to Sauk Centre, 2-0 and 
Cathedral, 2-0 in pool play. 
They then lost 2-1 to Maple 
Lake before beating Osakis, 
2-1 in the second round of 
pool play.

On Monday, Big Lake 
hosted Mound Westonka 
and lost the match, 3-0. 
Scores were 25-19, 25-22 
and 25- 14.

Up Next
The Hornets traveled to 

Delano Tuesday and hosted 
Monticello Thursday. See 
next week’s Patriot for full 
details. 

THE 2022 BIG LAKE HORNET GIRLS VOLLEYBALL TEAM is excited to get out and have a successful season under the tutle-
age of Alisha Brust. (Submitted Photo).

Brust adds two new assistants

By Ken Francis,
Contributing Writer

The Big Lake boys 
cross country team has high 
expectations for the coming 
season.

The Hornets won the 
state championship last fall, 
and most of the team is back 
this season.

Big Lake lost one of its 
top runners and outstand-
ing athlete when Christian 
Noble graduated this June.

He was always one of 
the top three finishers for the 
Hornets, and one of four Big 
Lake All-State runners from 
last year. He will definitely 
be missed.

But the team is almost 
as strong this season. Back 
are the Layton brothers, 
Kade and Owen, who were 
1-2 in many meets last sea-
son and helped lead the Hor-
nets to the state title. Also 
back is Jack Leuer, just a 
sophomore but a veteran of 
distance running. He was 
the fourth Hornet finisher in 
most meets last season, and 
he had an outstanding track 
season running the 1600 
and 800 meters. He was part 
of the 4x800 team at state 
with Noble and the Layton 
brother that set a new school 
record.

Also back is Tanon Ja-
cobsen, runner who contin-
ued to improve with every 
meet last year. He did the 
same during track season in 
the 3200 meters. He is likely 
to be the team’s fourth run-
ner this season.

David Guyse continues 
to develop and is compet-
ing with Spencer Vold and 
two younger runners - Alton 

Ahmed and Gavin Flavin, 
for the 5-6-7 spots on the 
team.

“We went into last year 
thinking we could reach 
the podium, the top three 
at state,” says Coach Todd 
Trutna. “We’re in the same 
position this year. We’re 
about as optimistic as we 
were last year.”

For the girls, Emilee 
Doperalski is likely to be the 
top runner again this season. 
Just a junior, Doperalski 
started running varsity as an 
eighth-grader.    

The Hornet ladies 
didn’t fare as well last sea-
son as a team after a good 
2020 season where they 
took fourth in the confer-
ence and had four All-Con-
ference finishers. They lost 
a few to graduation, and are 
now looking for some help 
from some of the younger 
runners.

And it doesn’t help 
that the overall numbers are 

down for the girls.
“We haven’t rebounded 

since the pandemic,” says 
Trutna. “We’re competing 
against volleyball, soccer 
and swimming for runners.”

Erin Kjellberg is com-
ing off an injury and will be 
one of the stronger runners. 
She had a good track season 
in the 3200 meters.

Campbell Slattery has 
done well and along with 
Jenna Ages and Rylie Os-
trum, will probably round 
out the top five scorers this 
season, unless someone new 
steps up a makes an impact.

Big Lake finished low 
in the conference last year, 
but hopefully that will 
change this season.

“I think this year we can 
work into the middle,” says 
Trutna.

The Hornets open the 
season with a home invi-
tational 4 p.m. Tuesday at 
Liberty Elementary School.

THE BIG LAKE BOYS AND GIRLS CROSS COUNTRY TEAMS warmed up on the track prior to their practice last week. The 
Hornets open the season with a home invitational Tuesday. (Photo by Ken Francis.)

BL runners ready for a fast start
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By Bill Morgan, Staff Writer
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Brady Johnson returns 
to the helm of the Hornet 
girls soccer team and he 
brings along the same as-
sistants he had last year in 
Kelly Dilger (varsity as-
sistant) and Derek Holman 
(JV). They have 34 playes 
in their program this year 
and a roster has not yet 
been finalized.

Johnson will be look-
ing to four team leaders to 
help guide the squad to suc-
cess in 2022. Kadyn Dilger 
(GK/Junior), a two-time 
M8 All-Conference selec-
tion is one of those leaders. 
This is her fourth year as 

varsity goalkeeper. She was 
in the top 10 in saves this 
past year for Class AA. 

“She is the team cap-
tain and leads by example 
through her hard work,” 
said Johnson. “She is a role 
model to younger players in 
the program.”

Rylie Sternquist, a ju-
nior forward, was a M8 
All-Conference Honorable 
Mention last season. 

“She was the leading 
goal scorer this past year 
and will continue to score 
lots of goals for our pro-
gram,” said Johnson. 

Defenseman Paige Er-
ickson, a freshman, started 
every game last season as 
an eighth grader at multiple 
different positions. 

“Paige has taken the 
biggest step forward in the 
program over the last nine 
months,” said Johnson. 
“She is a mixture of tenac-
ity and skill and we will 
count on her to play a big 
role in our team.” 

Alexis Moen, a ju-
nior midfielder, was a M8 
All-Conference player this 
past season. 

“Lexi plays as a defen-
sive mid which requires her 
to cover a vast majority of 
the field chasing and tack-
ling the other team,” said 
Big Lake’s head coach. 
“Her selfless and hardwork-
ing nature is always on dis-
play.”

Johnson says the year 
before he joined the pro-
gram, he had graduated 
8-10 seniors in the program 
including three collegian 
soccer players. Last year, 
he saw seven new players 
join varsity who were asked 
to start immediately. 

“Considering the con-
text of our season, the play-
ers did a fantastic job with 
a 6-8-2 record,” he says. “It 
was supposed to be a com-
plete rebuilding year for 
the program yet the young-
est team in the conference 
found a way to be compet-
itive in every game includ-
ing a 2-1 vs. Zimmerman 
— a team who went on to 
the section finals.” 

Johnson says his first 
goal for the program was to 
create an environment that 
allowed the 12 varsity un-
derclassmen to grow.

“The players were 
amazing in contributing to 
our overall team culture,” 
he said. “This has helped 
to motivate many of our 
young players to work hard 
for the program. I’m ex-
cited to see that transfer to 
this upcoming year.”

Despite the subpar re-
cord last year, Johnson said 
the teaching and coaching 
required a lot of trial and 
error for getting players set 
up with the correct role and 
figuring out the best way to 
communicate with each in-
dividual. 

“I was still swapping 
players positions half-
way through the season to 
get the best version of the 
team,” he said. “Whereas 
heading into this year, I 
have a much better under-
standing of where each 
player is going to help the 
team be the most success-
ful.” 

Additionally, Johnson 
says, “last year I wanted a 
specific style of play and 
the players will be able to 
learn and adapt from last 
year considering we have 
13 returning varsity play-
ers.”

THE 2022 BIG LAKE HORNET GIRLS SOCCER TEAM is being coached by Brady Johnson, Kelly Dilger and Derek Holman. 
(Submitted Photo).

Johnson hopes to 
improve on 6-win season

By Ken Francis,
Contributing Writer

The Big Lake boys 
soccer team should see a 
big improvement during 
this season.

Coach Mike Baldwin, 
in his third year with the 
team, says his players are 
continuing to mature. Last 
year’s team had one senior - 
a foreign exchange student. 
There were two juniors, but 
the rest of the squad were 
sophomores, freshmen and 
some eight-graders.

“They could all play 
and were moving the ball. 
But they were going against 
seniors and juniors,” he 
says. “It was hard to com-
pete battling for a ball 
against that strength and 
speed.” 

The team finished 3-9-
3, but were competitive. 
Baldwin expects the matu-
rity, as well as experience 
playing together, will trans-

late into more wins this sea-
son.

“We’re bigger, stron-
ger, faster, an inch or two 
taller and maybe 10 to 15 
pounds heavier playing 
teams that may have lost 
six or seven seniors,” he 
says. “We’ve been together 
for a few years. We pretty 
much have the same start-
ing lineup.”

Baldwin believes 
the team’s strength is the 
defense, starting with 
All-Conference goalkeeper 
Tyler Huver, who has 
been playing since eighth 
grade. His backup is Aus-
tin Brethorst, also strong in 
net.

Outside backs Conner 
and Logan Rosenthal, se-
niors, can control the ball 
in the midfield as well as 
junior centerback Zack 
Medlock.

“They did well last 
year and will be better 
this year,” says Baldwin. 

“They’ve gotten bigger and 
faster.”

As far as offense, the 
team doesn’t have one “go-
to” player.

The foreign exchange 
senior forward Frank Djalla 
was last year’s leading goal 
scorer. It will be different 
this season.

“We’ll spread the scor-
ing around. It’s a team ef-
fort,” says Baldwin.

The Hornets have a 
busy schedule, with games 
almost every other day 
during some stretches. But 
Baldwin believes his team 
is up to the challenge.

“We’ll be more com-
petitive in the conference,” 
he says. “I’m looking 
foward to a good season.” 

Big Lake opened the 
season Thursday at home 
against Little Falls. They 
host Rockford 4:30 p.m. 
Monday. Results next 
week.

PLAYERS ON THE BIG LAKE BOYS SOCCER TEAM worked on passing while being defended during last week’s practice. 
(Photo by Ken Francis.)

BL boys soccer more 
experienced this season

By Ken Francis,
Contributing Writer

The Big Lake girls soc-
cer team is looking forward 
to a good season this fall.

Second-year Coach 
Brady Johnson has good 
reason to be optimistic 
because of how well the 
young team performed last 
season.

The year before he took 
over (the 2020 COVID-
19 season), Big Lake had 
its best season ever. But 
that team graduated nine 
seniors, and Johnson was 
left with a team with much 
less experience. There were 
many eighth and ninth 
graders and a brand new 
starting lineup.

“We were expecting 
a rebuilding year,” says 
Johnson. “But we surpassed 
that with a 6-8-2 record.”

And of those eight 
losses, the Hornets were 
competitive against some 
of the better teams, like 
Monticello and St. Francis 
- a team that went to state.

A big reason for their 
success was their last line 

of defense, goalkeeper ju-
nior Kadyn Dilger, who 
routinely made 18 to 25 
saves a game to keep the 
score within reach. She has 
been playing varsity since 
eighth grade and is back to 
make an impact again this 
season.

Some of the other play-
ers who will contribute to 
the team’s success are for-
ward Rylie Sternquist, last 
year’s leading scorer; Paige 
Erickson, a ninth-grader 
who has excelled already 
in practice this season and 
is playing with more con-
fidence; Lauren Huver, 
a senior who transferred 
from Becker; and senior Sa-
vannah Baker,  one of the 
team’s captains who plays 
right mid-field and has been 
a varsity player since eighth 
grade.

The team has just 
two seniors, but the other 
younger players have had 
one year more of experi-
ence playing together.

“We expect to make a 
step forward,” says John-
son. “Last year we tied 
for fifth in the conference. 

I think we can make a push 
for third or fourth and im-
prove on our six wins.”

Another goal for John-
son is to win a section play-
off game.

“This program has 
never won a section 
game,” he says. “That 
should be an expectation 
for this year.”

The Hornets have re-
vised their schedule to play 
against more non-confer-
ence teams with equal abil-
ity this season.

“Last year we’d go into 
games against teams like 
Watertown-Mayer ranked 
near the top, and we would 
have to sit back and play 
defensively,” says Johnson. 
“This season we’ll play 
more teams competitively 
and be able to attack.”

The Hornets open the 
season at home with games 
against Rockford Monday 
at 6:30 p.m. and Cam-
bridge-Isanti Wednesday at 
7 p.m.

THE BIG LAKE GIRLS SOCCER TEAM practiced offense and defense during an inter-squad game last Wednesday. They open 
the regular season at home Monday against Rockford. (Photo by Ken Francis.)

Girls soccer expecting 
big things this season For Care That’s

EXCEPTIONAL
No referral necessary. 
320-259-4100 
    
Meet our team at 
StCloudOrthopedics.com

Clinics in South St. Cloud & Sartell

Ask for

#LiveBetter

Have a 
great 

season 
athletes!

HAVE A GREAT 
SEASON, 

ATHLETES!

Clear Lake, MN • 320.743.2000 Have a great season, athletes!

www.hirshfields.com

Monticello - 500 Pine Street  (763) 295-4442
Waite Park - 117 3rd Street NE  (320) 259-6506

Good Luck Hornet
Sports Teams!

763-262-BOAT (2628)
17207 198th Ave. • Big Lake, MN 55309

GOOD 
LUCK 

HORNETS!

613 Rose Dr., Big Lake



 Page 16 • Patriot, Saturday, September 10, 2022

Sports News
By Bill Morgan, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

Thurs., Sept. 1, the Big 
Lake Hornet football team 
faced off against a tough 
foe in Chisago Lakes and 
came up just a little shy on 
the scoreboard, 28-20 in 
their first game of the 2022 
season.

The game was played 
in Chisago Lakes.

Big Lake dented the 
scoreboard first, when Trent 
Josewski rambled in from 
eight yards out to go up 6-0. 
The Hornets decided to go 
for two and Jonah Mallberg 
reeled in a short pass from 
Carson Gellerman to put 
the visitors up 8-0 in the 

second quarter.
Chisago Lakes an-

swered a short while later 
with a TD of their own and 
converted their XP to put 
the score at 8-7, which was 
the score at the half.

Chisago Lakes came 
out storming the field in the 
third quarter and tallied two 
more TDs to go up 21-8 be-
fore Josewski scored for the 
Hornets from one yard out 
to close the gap.

Chisago Lakes went up 
two scores moments later 
on a 21 yard run but Big 
Lake didn’t give up as Wu-
oson Nehwah scored from 
eight yards out to bring 
the score to within eight. 
The two-point conversion 

failed and the clock eventu-
ally ticked down and out as 
the Hornets fell to 0-1 and 
Chisago Lakes improved to 
1-1 on the year.

Big Lake ran 58 total 
plays and gained 258 
yeards, mostly on the 
ground (229). Gellerman 
was three-for-six for 29 
yards through the air.

Josewski had a great 
night, gaining 145 yards 
on 24 carries while scor-
ing twice. Nehwah had one 
TD on seven carries for 65 
yards.

Mallberg caught three 
passes from Gellerman for 
29 yards to lead all wide 
receivers.

On defense, Mallberg 

had four tackles and two 
assists. Nolan Miller had 
three tackles and three as-
sists as well as Trevor Lien.

Charley Pishney and 
Jonah Blackman each had 
one fumble recovery.

Up Next
The Hornets played St. 

Cloud Apollo Friday night. 
Check back next week for 
full results.

Hornets’ comeback falls just short

By Bill Morgan, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

Thurs., Sept. 1 the 
Becker girls cross coun-
try team competed at the 
Princeton Invitational held 
at the Fairway Shores Golf 
Course.

The Becker girls had a 
great start to their season by 
taking home the champions 
at this meet.  

“It was a very hot day 
which produced some chal-
lenges for all the competi-
tors but in the end everyone 
persisted and ran well,” 
said Becker Head Coach 
Trish Kealy. “We have not 
had that kind of heat so it 
was very important to stay 
hydrated and in the shade as 
much as possible. Despite 
the challenges we were 
very happy with the results 
and efforts of our team.”

Team scores were: 
Becker 35, Spectrum 60, 
Zimmerman 79, Cam-
bridge-Isanti 91, Heritage 
Christian 110, Pine City 
129. Incomplete teams 
were Elk River, Princeton, 
and Braham. 

The girls varsity race 
had 56 total runners and 
the individual medalist 
was Hannah Boese from 
Spectrum with a time of 
19:46.1.  The Becker girls 
placed six girls in the top 13 
with runners in the top 15 
being awarded medals.  The 
#1 runner for the Bulldogs 

was seventh grader Adele 
Changamire in fifth.

“She ran a very good 
time for her first 5K - 
20:39.2.”

The rest of Kealy’s 
girls are veterans and ran 
very well with most of 
them showing better times 
for this first meet of the 
season that they did at last 
year’s first meet. Lexi Rose 
came on strong with a nice 
effort of 21:05.2 for sixth.
Ella McDonald was eighth 
in 21:40.4.   Coming in at 
10th and 11th were Olivia 
Babler (21:58.1) and Bella 
Duncombe (22:04.2).  

“Those were our top 
five scoring runners,” said 

Kealy.  “The rest of the 
varsity racers also did very 
well in spite of the heat.” 

Alea Briggs placed 
13th to earn a medal as 
well with a time of 22:06.2. 
Brooklyn Karel rounded 
out Becker’s varsity seven 
and ran 23:35.1 for 22nd 
place. 

“We also had several 
other competitors who 
chose to run the 5K race,” 
said Kealy. 

Katelyn Brower fin-
ished 28th (24:15.1), Kayla 
Gruenes 30th (24:41.2), 
Tasha Berthiaume 35th 
(26:00.6) and Natalie Trenz 
39th (26:20.2).

“For those runners not 

quite ready to compete at 
the 5K distance, the JV rac-
ers ran a distance of 3K,” 
Becker’s head coach said. 
The Bulldogs had four girls 
at this distance with 42 girls 
competing overall. Regan 
Hausmann placed seventh, 
Sopia Malisheski ninth, 
Raelee Lyon 12th and Rae-
gan Leaders 18th. 

“Without a fifth runner, 
we did not have a full team 
score,” said Kealy.

The Middle School 
team was comprised of sev-
enth graders who ran their 
first ever CC race. The girls 
placed second as a team, 
just three points out of first.

Ava Scheiber was 
Becker’s first girl across 
the line in the 2K race, 
placing fourth. She was 
followed by Aria Deidrick 
in 10th, Lorelei Swanson in 
12th, Lillee Stevens 20th, 
Kendall Olson 25th, Abby 
Frey 26th and Myka Mak-
simenko in 28th.  

“It was a great showing 
for their first race and they 
learned a lot,” Kealy said.    
“We appreciate our upper-
classmen for their lead-
ership with our younger 
teammates.”

Up Next
Becker’s next meet 

will be against Monticello 
at Bertram Park, Sat., Sept 
10.GIRLS CHAMPIONSHIP TEAM at Princeton invitational  held their plaque they 

received for taking first place. (Submitted Photo).

Bulldog girls CC squad captures 1st at Princeton

THREE OF BECKER’S TOP RUNNERS rounded a corner at Princeton. (Left to 
right) Adele Changamire, Ella McDonald and Lexi Rose (in white). (Submitted 
Photo).

WE ARE CURRENTLY TAKING
SEADOO AND OTHER PERSONAL 

WATERCRAFTS FOR WINTERIZATION!

By Ken Francis, Contributing Writer

The Big Lake girls 
soccer team won its second 
straight game Tuesday, 
outperforming Hutchinson 
on offense and defense in a 
commanding 8-0 win.

The Hornets wasted no 
time gaining control of the 
game. Alexis “Lexi” Moen 
intercepted a clearing pass 
20 yards out and fired a 
shot past the Hutchinson 
goalkeeper just 3:41 into 
the game to open the scor-
ing.

The Tigers managed 
to keep Big Lake at bay for 
awhile by keeping the ball 
in the middle of the field 
for the next 15 minutes. 
But the Hornets started 
to get the ball upfield and 
kept up the pressure. With 
20:49 left in the half, Rylie 
Sternquist put in a rebound 
off the crossbar to give Big 
Lake a 2-0 lead.

That seemed to give 
the Hornets lots of mo-
mentum, and they kept the 
ball in Hutchinson’s end 
for a good part of the rest 
of the half. At 24:35, Sa-
vannah Baker took a cross 
from Sternquist and tipped 
it past the goalie for a 3-0 
lead.

Less than two minutes 
later, Moen avoided two 
defenders and scored her 
second goal of the game 
from 10 yards out to make 
it 4-0.

Big Lake closed out 
the half when Adeline Hit-
ter knocked in a rebound 
for a 5-0 halftime lead.

Hutchinson changed 
its goaltender to start the 
second half, and the Hor-
nets tested her right from 
the start. She was up to the 
task at the beginning, but 
about 10 minutes into the 
half, Moen completed a hat 
trick with a shot from 20 
yards out for her third goal 
and a 6-0 Big Lake lead.

Three minutes later, 
Emma Borer took a shot 
from the middle of the pen-
alty box and beat the goalie 
low to the right to make the 
score 7-0.

Hutchinson worked 
hard to move the ball after 
that and spent some time in 
Big Lake’s half of the field 
with good ball control. But 
they never really had a de-
cent scoring chance to test 
goalie Kadyn Dilger.

Halfway through the 
period, the Hornet offense 
started attacking, contin-
uously passing the ball 

upfield along the right 
sideline to Sternquist for 
breakaways. They had 
lots of scoring chances but 
couldn’t make the final 
pass for a goal.

Then, with 14 min-
utes left, Paige Erickson 
launched a hard shot from 
the top of the penalty box. 
It slipped just under the 
crossbar for the final goal 
in Big Lake’s 8-0 win.

It was the second 
straight shutout for the 
Hornets. Last week, they 
beat Cambridge-Isanti, 1-0 
in a game where they had 
trouble controlling the ball.

“We defended and 
didn’t have the ball for the 
majority of the game,” said 
Coach Brady Johnson. 
“But when we did win the 
ball back, we were really 
good at getting the ball up 
the field.”

That strategy paid 
off late in the game when 
Moen scored after a 
throw-in with eight min-
utes left with an assist from 
Sternquist.

The Hornets were out-
shot, 12-3 in the game, but 
withstood the pressure to 
get the win.

“It was a gritty perfor-
mance,” said Coach John-
son.

With Tuesday’s win, 
the Hornets are 2-0-1 on 
the season and have al-
lowed just one goal in three 
games.

They played St. Fran-
cis Thursday and visit 
Monticello Monday, re-
sults to follow next week.

BL girls soccer 
team cruises, 8-0

ALEXIS MOEN beats the defense 
on her way to a second half goal. She 
scored three goals in Big Lake’s 8-0 
win over Hutchinson. (Photo by Ken 
Francis.)
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Classifieds

HANSON PAVING. Residen-
tial & commercial. Driveways, 
parking lots, asphalt, paving & 
asphalt patchwork. No job too 
small. Call for a free estimate 
320-259-7874 office. 3636 
Quail Rd., Sauk Rapids. We 
accept Visa & Mastercard. 
www.hansonpaving.com
________________________

Asphalt/Blacktop

OAK PARK
CREAMERY

See us for all your feed 
needs. Hubbard, Heims, 
Purina & Oak Park brand 
feeds. Crystalyx tubs. We 
specialize in small orders 
of custom made feed. RR 
Corn $194.00/Bag. EN-
LIST E3 Soybeans $50.00/
Bag.

OAK PARK CREAMERY
16623 Ironwood Rd NE

Oak Park, MN
320-968-7864

Farm Supplies

TOTAL LAWN CARE, INC.
Locally owned & operated 
since 1985. Fertilization, core 
aeration, guaranteed control 
of: weeds, crabgrass, mos-
quitoes, ants/ticks/spiders, 
grubworms and Emerald Ash 
Borer. Experience the differ-
ence! 320-685-4131. 
www.lawntlc.info.                            
________________________

Lawn Care

ADOPTION
PRIVATE ADOPTION: A Nerdy 
and sci-fi loving couple wishing to 
raise newborn with love, laughter 
and warmth. www. paulandvaladopt.
com. Legal expenses paid. Paul and 
Val Call/Text: 1-347-480-9505 pau-
landvaladopt@gmail.com (mcn)

AUTOMOBILES
CASH FOR CARS! We buy all 
cars! Junk, high-end, totaled – it 
doesn’t matter! Get free towing and 
same day cash! NEW-ER MODELS 
too! Call 1-866-258-6720. (mcn)

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHAR-
ITY. Receive maximum value of 
write off for your taxes. Running or 
not! All conditions accepted. Free 
pickup. Call for details. 855-752-
6680 (mcn)

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK 
TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. 
Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax Deduct-
ible, Free Towing, All Paperwork 
Taken Care Of. CALL 1-855-977-
7030 (mcn)

SAVE MONEY ON EXPENSIVE 
AUTO REPAIRS! Our vehicle 
service program can save you up to 
60% off dealer prices and provides 
you excellent coverage! Call for a 
free quote: 877-385-3047 (Mon-Fri: 
9am-4pm PST) (mcn)

CABLE/INTERNET
BEST SATELLITE TV with 2 Year 
Price Guarantee! $59.99/mo with 190 
channels and 3 months free premium 
movie channels! Free next day instal-
lation! Call 855-824-1258. (mcn)

DirecTV Satellite TV Service 
Starting at $74.99/month! Free In-
stallation! 160+ channels available. 
Call Now to Get the Most Sports & 
Entertainment on TV! 844-558-1767 
(mcn)

DIRECTV Stream - Carries the 
Most Local MLB Games! CHOICE 
Package, $89.99/mo for 12 months. 
Stream on 20 devices in your home at 
once. HBO Max included for 3 mos 
(w/CHOICE Package or higher.) 
No annual contract, no hidden fees! 
Some restrictions apply. Call IVS 
1-866-387-0621. (mcn)

Earthlink High Speed Internet. As 
Low As $49.95/month (for the first 3 
months.) Reliable High Speed Fiber 
Optic Technology. Stream Videos, 
Music and More! Call Earthlink 
Today 1-855-679-7096. (mcn)

DISH Network. $64.99 for 190 
Channels! Blazing Fast Inter-
net, $19.99/mo. (where available.) 
Switch & Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift 
Card. FREE Voice Remote. FREE 
HD DVR. FREE Streaming on ALL 
Devices. Call today! 1-855-434-0020 
(mcn)

DIRECTV for $79.99/mo for 12 
months with CHOICE Package. 
Watch your favorite live sports, 
news & entertainment anywhere. 
First 3 months of HBO Max, Cine-
max, Showtime, Starz and Epix in-
cluded! Directv is #1 in Customer 
Satisfaction (JD Power & Assoc.) 
Some restrictions apply. Call 1-866-
296-1409. (mcn)

EDUCATION
COMPUTER & IT TRAINING 
PROGRAM! Train ONLINE to get 
the skills to become a Computer & 
Help Desk Professional now! Grants 
and Scholarships available for certain 
programs for qualified applicants. 
Call CTI for details! 855-391-1156 
(M-F 8am-6pm ET). Computer with 
internet is required. (mcn)

TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDI-

CAL BILLING! Become a Medical 
Office Professional online at CTI! 
Get Trained, Certified & ready to 
work in months! Call 855-493-4066. 
(M-F 8am-6pm ET). Computer with 
internet is required. (mcn)

FINANCIAL
The COVID crisis has cost us all 
something. Many have lost jobs and 
financial security. Have $10K In 
Debt? Credit Cards. Medical Bills. 
Car Loans. Call NATIONAL DEBT 
RELIEF! We can help! Get a FREE 
debt relief quote: Call 1-866-552-
0649.(mcn)

HEALTH & MEDICAL
Attention Viagra users: Generic 
100 mg blue pills or generic 20 mg 
yellow pills. Get 45 plus 5 free $99 
+ S/H. Call To-day 1-877-707-5659. 
(mcn)

Portable Oxygen Concentrator 
May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mobil-
ity with the compact design and 
long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 844-716-
2411.(mcn)

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 350 plus 
procedures. Real dental insurance- 
NOT just a discount plan. Do not 
wait! Call now! Get your FREE 
Dental Information Kit with all 
the details! 1-855-973-9175 www.
dental50plus.com/https://www.den-
tal50plus.com/midwest #6258 (mcn)

Aloe Care Health, medical alert 
system. The most advanced med-
ical alert product on the market. 
Voice-activated! No wi-fi needed! 
Special offer! Call and mention offer 
code CARE20 to get $20 off Mobile 
Companion. Call today! 1-855-654-
1926. (mcn)

VIAGRA or CIALIS Users! Save 
$500! Viagra On Call! 40 Pills + 
10 FREE for only $99. 100 Percent 
Guaranteed Pills. #1 Male En-
hancement, Discreet Fast Shipping. 
Money back guarantee! Call Now 
1-833-980-1500 or 1-609-447-2228. 
(mcn)

Don’t let the stairs limit your mo-
bility! Discover the ideal solution for 
anyone who struggles on the stairs, is 
concerned about a fall or wants to re-
gain access to their entire home. Call 
AmeriGlide today! 1-877-916-2093. 
(mcn)

MISCELLANEOUS
LONG DISTANCE MOVING: 
Call today for a FREE QUOTE 
from America’s Most Trusted Inter-
state Movers. Let us take the stress 
out of moving! Speak to a Relocation 
Specialist, call 877-327-0795. (mcn)

FREE AUTO INSURANCE 
QUOTES for uninsured and insured 
drivers. Let us show you how much 
you can save! Call 855-995-2382 
(mcn)

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. 
EASY, ONE DAY updates! We 
specialize in safe bathing. Grab bars, 
no slip flooring & seated showers. 
Call for a free in-home consultation: 
855-836-2250. (mcn)

NEED NEW FLOORING? Call 
Empire Today® to schedule a FREE 
in-home estimate on Carpeting & 
Flooring. Call Today! 844-785-0305 
(mcn)

Never clean your gutters again! 
Affordable, professionally installed 
gutter guards protect your gutters and 
home from debris and leaves forever! 
For a FREE Quote call: 877-761-

1449 (mcn)

The Generac PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery storage system. SAVE 
money, reduce your reliance on the 
grid, prepare for power outages and 
power your home. Full installation 
services available. $0 Down Financ-
ing Option. Request a FREE, no 
obligation, quote today. Call 1-877-
381-3059. (mcn)

Prepare for power outages today 
with a GENERAC home standby 
generator. $0 Money Down + Low 
Monthly Pay-ment Options. Request 
a FREE Quote. Call now before the 
next power outage: 1-877-228-5789 
(mcn)

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced de-
bris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 10% 
Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-855-577-1268. Promo Code 285. 
(mcn)

Safe Step. North Americas #1 
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive 
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-line 
installation and service. Now featur-
ing our FREE shower package and 
$1600 Off for a limited time! Call 
today! Financing available. Call Safe 
Step 1-844-290-5083. (mcn)

PROTECT YOUR HOME from 
pests safely and affordably. Pest, 
rodent, termite and mosquito control. 
Call for a quote or inspection today 
844-949-4528 (mcn)

Vivint. Smart security. Profession-
ally installed. One connected system 
for total peace of mind. FREE pro-
fessional installation! Four FREE 
months of monitoring! Call now to 
customize your system. 1-855-962-
5554(mcn)

Become a Published Author. We 
want to Read Your Book! Dorrance 
Publishing-Trusted by Authors Since 
1920. Book manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. Compre-
hensive Services: Consultation, Pro-
duction, Promotion and Distribution. 
Call for Your Free Author`s Guide 
1-877-516-0706 or visit dorran-
ceinfo.com/Midwest (mcn)

Wesley Financial Group, LLC 
Timeshare Cancellation Experts. 
Over $50,000,000 in timeshare debt 
and fees cancelled in 2019. Get free 
informational package and learn how 
to get rid of your timeshare! Free 
consultations. Over 450 positive re-
views. Call 877-326-1608. (mcn)

Trouble hearing your TV? Try TV 
EARS Voice Clarifying Wireless TV 
Speaker. Better than a soundbar and/
or turning the TV volume way up. 
Special, limited time $50 off offer. 
Call TV Ears. Use code MBSP50. 
Call 1-844-455-0505. (mcn)

REAL ESTATE
Minority ownership in land devel-
opment projects in the Carolinas 
available immediately. Inquire to
info@broadstreetglobalfund.com. 
Email, for further information (mcn)

WANT TO BUY
PAYING TOP CA$H FOR MEN’S 
SPORT WATCHES! Rolex, Breit-
ling, Omega, Patek Philippe, Heuer, 
Daytona, GMT, Submariner, Speed-
master.. Call: 866-314-9742. (mcn)

TOP CA$H PAID FOR OLD GUI-
TARS! 1920-1980 Gibson, Martin, 
Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, 
Mosrite, Rickenbacker, Prairie State, 
D’Angelico, Stromberg. And Gibson 
Mandolins / Banjos. 866-470-1643. 
(mcn)

Minnesota Newspaper Association Classifieds

220 USED CARS to choose 
from. We also BUY used cars. 
Guaranteed Approval! Brandl 
Auto Connection, 559 Hwy 10, 
St. Cloud (next to the red barn 
Dairy Queen). 320-229-1900. 
Apply online at: 
www.BrandlAutoConnection.com
________________________

Used Cars

Game Time

DESKTOPS AND LAPTOP 
REPAIR. On-site or drop off. 
Computer cleanup - upgrades. 
Big Lake, 763-263-7070.
________________________

Computers

MURPHY
CHEVROLET

New & Used Cars & Trucks
(320) 968-6239

www.murphychevrolet.com

Automotive

HASSAN SAND & 
GRAVEL has a large se-
lection of decorative rock, 
pulverized & screened top-
soil, all types of driveway 
aggregates, wood & rubber 
mulch, landscape supplies, 
play/volleyball/mason sand, 
fieldstone boulders, steps & 
natural quarry stone, syn-
thetic turf products. M-F 
7am-4pm & Sat. 7am-noon, 
13530 Williamdale Rd., 
Rogers. 763-428-2393.
www.HassanSand.com

Clip this ad & save $20 
off your purchase of 

$100 or more!
Exp. 11/13/22

Landscaping Supplies

 
 

Sun. - Sept. 11, 2022:
•Patriot Day
•Grandarents Day
•National Grandparents Day
•National Pet Memorial Day
•National Surgical Technologist 
Week (9/11-9/17)
Mon. - Sept. 12, 2022:
•Video Games Day
•National Line Dance Week 
(9/12-9/17)
Tues. - Sept. 13, 2022:
•International Programmers’ 
Day
•Kids Take Over the Kitchen 
Day
Wed. - Sept. 14, 2022:
•Hmmm
Thurs. - Sept. 15, 2022:
•UN: International Day of De-
mocracy

•National Hispanic Heritage 
Month
•Quarterly Estimated Federal In-
come Tax Payers’ Due Date
Fri. - Sept. 16, 2022:
•National POW/MIA Recogni-
tion Day
•World Play-Doh Day
•General Motors Founding An-
niversary: 1908
Sat., Sept. 17, 2022:
•National Trademen Day
•Citizenship Day
•International Red Panda Day
•World Marrow Donor Day
•Oktoberfest (9/17-10/3)
•Constitution of the US: Anner-
sary, 1787
•Constitution Week (9/17-9/23)
•Moon Phase: Third Quarter

This Week’s 
Calendar Events:

NOTICE: Outdoor Furnace, 
Parts and Supplies, High 
demand and limited avail-
ability. Plan and look ahead. 
Reserve now to have one 
for this summer or fall instal-
lation. We feature Central 
Boiler furnaces and products 
for complete installation. We 
have Financing available, 
26% Tax Credit available on 
some models. Reserve today  
Class-Act Outdoor Furnace 
763-972-6255                              
________________________

Outdoor Furnaces

 
Big Lake Senior Center

The Big Lake Senior Club 
meets Tues., 1-4pm, Big Lake 
City Hall, 160 Lake St. North. 

We would love to have you 
join us for card games, refresh-
ments  & conversation. 
For More Information Call: 

(763) 309-1010 and/or 
(763) 207-8703

   

 
 
  

 
   
   
  
  

Becker Area Senior 
Center (BASC) 

Upcoming Events
BASC NOW AT BCC! 
ALL AREA SENIORS 

WELCOME.
SENIOR CENTER OPEN 
MON. - FRI. 5AM-5PM.  

COFFEE IS ON AT 5AM. 
COME DROP IN!

Mon., Sept. 12: 9am-Cribbage, 
bring a partner.
Tues., Sept. 13: 9:15am-500 
Club-cash prizes; 10:15am-Nor-
dic walking-BCC-registration 
required.
Wed., Sept. 14: 12pm-Bingo w/
Liberty’s Kelly Schustek
Thurs., Sept. 15: 9am-Cards/
Conversation; 10:30am-Memo-
ries of the Brave w/Doug Ohman 
See library for details; Bobbie V 
Show-registration deadline. 
Fri., Sept. 16: Oct. newsletter 
articles due!

Becker Community Center: 
763-200-4271

Blood Pressure available 
whenever BASC is open  

Send activity/class opportuni-
ties to: basc.becker@gmail.com

Planning Mtg. 
3rd Wed., 1pm  

Board Mtg. Sept. 21, 3-5pm

GRASS HAY. Small squares. 
$5/bale. Stored in barn. Call 
Bill 763-856-5582.
________________________

Hay For Sale

Garage Sale
GARAGE SALE. 16494 Isaak 
Ave NW, Clearwater, MN. 
9/15, 9/16, 9/17, 7am-5pm. 
Tools, books, lawnmowers, 
snapper rider, sweeper, ammo 
brass, rifles scopes, wheel-
barrow. hedge trimmers, com-
forters, outdoor misc., Harley 
Davidson: oil, filters, parts, 
accessories, clothing, Lego 
Harley under glass, HD Bike 
lift, remote control Harley Da-
vidson. Rain or shine. (320) 
267-7279.                    
________________________

Estate Sale
ESTATE SALE. Dresser sets, 
retro couch set, old records, 
knick knacks, tools, household 
& holiday decor. Sept. 9,10,11, 
9am-5pm. 10815 127th St, 
Clear Lake.
________________________

TO PLACE YOUR AD 
CALL THE PATRIOT

 763-275-0275

 GRRL Public Library Hours:
Day Becker           Big Lake Clearwater
Mon.: 1-7pm           1-6pm 1-6pm
Tues.:   10am-5pm           10am-5pm 10am-1pm / 3-6pm
Wed.:   10am-5pm           1-7pm 3-8pm
Thurs.:  1-7pm           1-5pm 10am-1pm
Fri.:       1-5pm           10am-5pm 3-6pm
Sat.: 10am-1pm           10am-1pm 10am-1pm 

Don’t let the stairs
limit your mobility.
The AmeriGlide Rave 2 stair lift is
the ideal solution for anyone:

Who struggles with using the stairs
That is worried about risking a fall
Who wants to access all of their home

1-877-916-2093
Call now to save on a Rave 2 stair lift!

| Promo Number: 285

% % %
OFF OFF OFF15 10 5++

YOUR ENTIRE 
PURCHASE*

SENIOR & MILITARY
DISCOUNTS

TO THE FIRST
50 CALLERS!**

*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  **Offer valid at time of estimate only  
2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter 
as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at 
LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  
License# 50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  
License# 2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC 
License# H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registra-
tion# 366920918 Registration# PC6475  Registration# IR731804  Registration# 13VH09953900  Registration# PA069383  Suffolk 
HIC  License# 52229-H  License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

1-855-577-1268CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

BACKED BY A YEAR-ROUND 
CLOG-FREE GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm,  
Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

                                     Week of September 11, 2022             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

WANTED TO BUY MISCELLANEOUS

EMPLOYMENT MISCELLANEOUS

FARM EQUIPMENT
WANTED: 

ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES 
Running or not. Titled or not. Cash 
in exchange. Sell now while prices 
are high! Call Dan at 612/720-2142

CUSTODIAN 
Annandale Schools, 4-9 p.m. M-F, 
year-round, immediate opening. Join 
a great team! Visit www.isd876.org 
for details, human resources page.

PARAPROFESSIONAL POSITION 
Annandale High School. Work with kids 
during school hours! Excellent pay, ben-
e ts, 6.5-hour days. Visit www.isd876.org
for details, human resources page.

CUSTODIAN - NIGHT SHIFT 
Annandale Schools, FT, 2-10:30 
p.m., M-F, year-round. Join a great 
team! Visit www.isd876.org for 
details, human resources page.

OWN RURAL LAND? 
Earn $5,000+ every year from hunting 
leases. Upfront payments from our hunters. 
Reduce risk with free $5M liability insur-
ance. Call for a free quote 888/871-1982

DIRECTV STREAM 
Carries the most local MLB Games! 
CHOICE Package, $89.99/mo. for 
12 months. Stream on 20 devices in your 
home at once. HBO Max included for 
3 mos. (w/CHOICE Package or higher.) 
No annual contract, no hidden fees! Some 
restrictions apply. Call IVS 855/803-9309 

THE GENERAC PWRCELL 
a solar plus battery storage system. 
Save money, reduce your reliance on 
the grid, prepare for power outages 
and power your home. Full installa-
tion services available. $0 Down  nanc-
ing option. Request a free, no obliga-
tion quote today. Call 888/913-5895

DISH NETWORK
$64.99 for 190 Channels! Blazing fast 
internet, $19.99/mo. (where avail-
able.) Switch & get a FREE $100 Visa 
gift card. FREE voice remote. FREE 
HD DVR. FREE streaming on ALL 
devices. Call today! 855/562-4309 

SAFE STEP 
North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. Com-
prehensive lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service. Now featur-
ing our FREE shower package and $1600 
off  for a limited time! Call today! Financ-
ing available. Call Safe Step 855/440-8982 

DONATE YOUR CAR 
truck or boat to Heritage For The 
Blind. Free 3-day vacation, tax 
deductible, free towing, all paper-
work taken care of 844/220-9501

Your ad here! 
Only $279 to reach a statewide audience of 
1.7 million readers!!!   1-800-279-2979
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Becker - Organizations
Becker American Legion Auxiliary

The auxiliary meets the second Tues. of the 
month at 7pm.. For info please contact Paula Hinds 
(President) at (763) 262-6679 or see John Riebel or 
Nellie Simpson at Becker True Value.

Becker American Legion Post 193
Becker Legion meets the second Tues. of every 

month at 7pm at Becker Legion (old fire hall.)
Becker AA Meeting

Becker Group of Alcoholics Anony-
mous meets Thurs., 8pm at Mary of the Vis-
itation, 12100 Sherburne Ave, Becker. For 
information, call/text (320) 247-4732 or email  
beckeraagroupmn@gmail.com

Becker Boy Scout Pack 92  Cardboard, 
Paper & Aluminum

Bring your aluminum cans to the trailer lo-
cated near Becker True Value. Paper & cardboard 
recycling location is at the Becker Community 
Center, please remember to flatten the cardboard 
& absolutely no garbage on the first Sat. of every 
month. There will be a Scout there to help unload  
between 9am-12pm. Thanks for your support!

Becker Evangelical Ministries
Every Wed., 6-7:30pm at Becker Middle School. 

GYM 45 - growing young men. HIS KIDZ - K-3rd 
grade. G.I.R.L.S. GROUP - 4th & 5th grade girls. 

B e c k e r  F r e e  C h u r c h  ( 7 6 3 ) 
261-4125  o r  r eg i s t e r  on l ine  a t  
www.becvkerfreechurch.org (under Youth  
Connection click “Event Registration”).

Becker Food Shelf 
Open Tues., 9-11am & Thurs. 4-6pm. The food 

shelf is  located 12060 Sherburne Ave. in City Hall. 
(763) 261-4612.

Becker Hearts & Hands Quilt Guild
M e e t  2 n d  M o n .  o f  m o n t h 

a t  7pm.  Becker  Bapt i s t  Church .  
Contact Elizabeth Steckelberg (763) 691-3852 or email: 
beckerlions@gmail.com.

Becker Lions Club
Meetings are held the second Mon. each month 

at 7pm at Becker City Park. Emma Cook (320) 290-
5342.

Becker Lions Collecting Items to Recycle
The Becker Lions are collect-

ing used eyeglasses (no cases please) 
and hearing aids.  Collection buckets are  
located at the Becker Community Center, Insight Eye 
Care and Becker Bill’s Family Foods.  We are no lon-
ger collecting used cell phones or printer cartridges.  
If you have any questions please contact Lion Dale 
Seavert at (320) 290-5342 (phone or text) or by email 
at djseavert@gmail.com.

Becker Sons of the American Legion 
Squadron 193

Meets  the  third Tues.  of  each  month  at 7 pm  at   Becker  
Legion (old fire hall). Looking for new members.  
Commander John Fischbach (320) 249-0579.

Becker Beyond the Yellow Ribbon Meeting
The monthly meetings are held 6 pm the 

third Thurs. of the month at Becker City Hall. 
(320) 980-2752 or see the state website at  
www.beyondtheyellow ribbon.org.

Compassion Connection
A 501(c)(3) community-based non-profit. We 

partner with local & private child welfare agencies. 
We fulfill emergency requests to expedite safe 
placement of babies & children & assist aged-out 
youth as they transition.

At our Resource Closet, we are commit-
ted to helping not only the foster community 
but families in need making the most items in 
our Resource Closet available to all. We host 
regular events to encourage awareness & mo-
tivate community participation in support of 
our most vulnerable children. For more info:  
www.theccompassionconnectionmn.com. 

Dementia Support Group
The fourth Wed. of each month at 10-

11am, Room 19 at Becker Community Cen-
ter, 11500 Sherburne Ave. No cost to join. 
Tami Kolbinger at (612) 590-2449 or email  
tjkolbinger@ gmail.com.

Great River Faith in Action
If you are a senior, age 60 & above, fam-

ily caregiver or an individal in need of ser-
vices, Great River Faith in Action can provide 
volunteer transportation, chore services &  
grocery shopping assistance. We are community sup-
ported by individuals, organizatins & businesses. Our 
two fundraisers each year are in Mar.-Gala at Rock-
woods, & Aug.-Golf Scramble in Becker. 

We are looking for volunteers to help eldery or 
disabled people in our community. Especially vol-
unteer drivers. FIA also has a Furniture for Families 
Program that assists struggling families with basic 
furniture needs when they have no other place to turn. 
Call (763) 263-4277 or www.grfia.org.

Snake River Free Mission Church 
Hymn sings are held every other month on the 

second Sun. at 4:30pm. Check Snake River Church 
FaceBook page for updates. 5 mi. N of Hwy 10 on 
CR 11, 1.5 mi. E on CR4 & then L on 180th Ave 
(8940 180th Ave), Becker. Mary (612) 219-8648. 

Sherburne National Wildlife Refuge
The Refuge is open to vistors year-

round during the daylight hours. The Ref-
uge is located at 17076 293rd Ave,  
Zimmerman. Call (763) 389-3323 or sherburne@
fws.gov

Big Lake - Organizations
Big  Lake Ambassador

“Empowering young ladies of Big Lake to be  
women of tomorrow through Community Service.  
To promote leadership, professional development  
& personal growth with an opportunity to earn an 
educational scholarship. Core Values - Honesty, Re-
spect, Loyalty & commitment.” Information about 
 program email: biglakeambassadors@gmail.com or 
biglakejuniorambassadors@gmail.com.

Big Lake American Legion Post #147
Meets the first Thurs. of the month @ 7 pm. 29 

Lake Street, Big Lake 55309. Please contact Com-
mander Paul Seefeld (612) 801-7731. 

Big Lake OPEN AA Meetings
Mon., 7pm at the Church of Mary of the Visitation  

Catholic Church, Big Lake. Big Book Study, Handicap  
Accessible. Questions? Contact: Rob, (763) 218-
5328.

Big Lake Al-Anon
Meetings held Mon., 7pm at Mary of 

the Visitation Catholic Church - Big Lake 
Annex, “lawn chairs outdoors when weather  
permits.”

N e w c o m e r s  e n c o u r a g e d  - 
we are a very welcoming group!  
Laurie (763) 218-5330.

The Big Lake American Legion Auxiliary 
Meets the first Tues. Mar.-Dec.  at 6:30pm. in the 

Senior Citizen Center at Big Lake City Hall. Please 
contact Kathy at (763) 263-6093 for information.

Big Lake / Becker Mops
Mother’s of preschoolers Group meets the 

second & fourth Wed. of the month (Sept.-May) at 
Becker Baptist Church, 9-11:30am.

Big Lake Beyond the Yellow Ribbon
The Big Lake Beyond the Yellow Ribbon meets 

at 6:30pm on the third Mon., of each month in the 
Community Room adjacent to the Big Lake Police 
Dept. & the Big Lake Library.

Big Lake Community Food Shelf 
The Big Lake Community Food Shelf hours 

of service are Mon. & Thurs. 5:30-7:30pm & Wed. 
9-11am. We also serve clients every “Freebie Fri-
day” from 11:30am-12:30pm., providing produce, 
dairy, & bakery goods. Our new, “Pop-up Pantry”, 
from 11:30am-12:30pm every Tues. To volunteer call 
(763) 263-2432 or www.blcfs.org.

 Big Lake Day of Prayer
Big Lake meets year round the first Wed. of the 

month, at 7am for a prayer breakfast at Big Lake High 
School flagpole.

The Big Lake Lions 
Looking for community minded people to join our  

organization. If interested in getting involved with our  
organization, please contact any Lion member or 
send a note to P.O. Box 128, Big Lake, MN 55309 
or (763) 263-2218.

LC of Big Lake Lioness
If you are interested in learning more about the 

LC of Big Lake Lioness you can catch us on FB: 
www.facebook.com/BigLakeMnLionessClub, or at-
tend any meeting held the second Mon. of the month 
at the Lions Park on CR5. social starts 6:30pm, meet-
ing 7pm. All are welcome to attend to learn more 
about the club. 

Big Lake Narcotics Anonymous Meetings
Big Lake Living Clean NA meeting Sun., 7pm,  

Bridgeview Assembly of God Church, 20500 Co. Rd. 
11, Big Lake, MN, (763) 482-1695.

Big Lake Women of Today
Hold a monthly general meeting at Senior  

Activity Center located in the Big Lake City Office 
Building on the 3rd Thurs. of the month @ 7pm.  
Contac t  Na ta l i e  @ (612)  518-
3504 or find us at FaceBook or  
www.biglakewomenoftoday.webs.com.

God’s Grub Community Meal
Second Sun. of every month, 4:30-6:30 pm. Saron  

Lutheran, Big Lake, 311 Lake Street South. Served 
curbside, ready to go.

Living with Parkinson’s Under The Age of 65
If you or anyone you know is 65 or under & have 

been diagnised with Parkinson’s Disease, you are 
welcome to attend our group. We meet the third Tues-
day of each month, 6pm at Saron Lutheran Church, 
311 Lake Street So., Big Lake, MN 55309.  

Specific topics will be scheduled along 
with open forum. Family/Friends are welcome! 
Any questions, please call Camille Johnson at  
(763) 350-7401.

Moms in Prayer
M e e t s  w e e k l y  t o  p r a y  f o r 

their  children & the school they  
attend. Information: www.momsinprayer.org  
or Colene Stenberg (763) 263-6809 or  
stenbergjc@outlook.com

Annandale Upcoming Events
U.S. House Candidates & 

Apple Pie Night
For Congressional District 6, Sept. 15, Thurs. 

6:30-8pm. Annandale Pavilion (upper level), An-
nandale Municipal Park. Speakers: Incumbent: 

representing Rep. Tom Emmer: Zachary Friemark, 
Senior Campaign Advisor to Tom Emmer. Opponent: 
Jeanne Hendricks-Democrat-Farmer-Labor nominee.

Live music, moderated Q&A, bring your ques-
tions or write them there. Donations accepted to help 
defray cost of event. Questions? Directions: Judi Gay 
judi.savvyeditor@gmail.com or (320) 492-1448.

Becker Upcoming Events
Sickle Cell Awareness Month

Blood Drive
Becker Community, Fri., Sept. 16th, 12:30-

5:30pm. Becker Community Center, 11500 Sher-
burne Ave, Becker. Check-in inside the Community 
Center. Sign-up mbc.org/searchdrivers and search 
sponsor code 9650. Questions? Contact MBC (888) 
GIVE-BLD (888-448-3253.)

Clear Lake Upcoming Events
Clear Lake Fire & 

Rescue Open House
Oct. 1, 2022, 1-3pm, Clear Lake Fire Hall, 

8670 1st Ave West, Clear Lake. North Helicopter, 
free giveaways & free food, fire truck rides, games, 
bicycle drawings & more.

Clearwater Upcoming Events
Clearwater Library

Free book event. Sat., Sept. 17, during regular 
library hours (10am-1pm) sponsored by the Clearwa-
ter Friends of the Library. All books are free.

Sept. Young at Heart 
Sept. 15, 2022, 10:30am, Rejoice Lutheran 

Church, 1155 County Road 75, in Clearwater. We are 
lucky to have Travis Kent, Kitty Feniason & Rich-
ard Eckman providing a musical program following 
lunch. Doors are open at 10:30am and the coffee is 
on. Lunch will be at 11:30am (free will offering) with 
the program to follow. Please call the church office: 
320-558-6851 to reserve a meal. You can also email 
the church: rejoice@rejoicelutheranchurch.org. 
Clearwater Fire Dept.’s Motorcycle & Car Run 

fundraiser
Sat., Oct. 8. The run takes off at 11am. from the 

Clearwater American Legion & returns at 4pm., after 
which there will be a spaghetti dinner, silent auction, 
& live music.

Elk River Upcoming Events
Thumbs Up 5K & 10K Mental Health & 

Suicide Prevention Event
9th Annual Thumbs Up 5K & 10K Run/Walk/

Bike event. Sat., Sept. 17, Woodland Hills Regional 
Park in Elk River. Raises money for awareness 
& help families, friends & loved ones who have 
lost someone to suicide. 7am-2pm. Contact Katie 
Shatisky, Executive Director (763) 772-5912 or 
info@thumbsupformentalhealth.org

Monticello Upcoming Events
Faith Lutheran Church

37th Annual Fall Festival
12449 Clementa Ave NW, Monticello, (763) 

878-2092. Sun., Sept. 11th, Worship 10am. Smoked 
Pulled Pork Sandwiches, 11-12:30 includes chips, 
beans, coleslaw & bar. Free hot dogs for kids. Live 
music: 11am-1pm, MN Back Porch Band. Silent 
Auction starts at 1pm, Country Store, Kids Activities.

Announcements

Public Notices
Office of the Minnesota 

Secretary of State
Certificate of Assumed Name

Minnesota Statutes, 
Chapter 333

The filing of an assumed 
name does not provide a user with 
exclusive rights to that name. The 
filing is required for consumer 
protection in order to enable cus-
tomers to be able to identify the 
true owner of a business.
ASSUMED NAME: Promark 
Partners Insurance Services
PRINCIPAL PLACE OF BUSI-
NESS: 501 Office Center Drive, 
Suite 215 Fort Washington PA 
19034 USA
NAMEHOLDER(S):
Name: 
Patriot Growth Insurance Ser-
vices, LLC
Address: 
501 Office Center Drive, Suite 
215 Fort Washington PA 19034 
USA

If you submit an attachment, it 
will be incorporated into this doc-
ument. If the attachment conflicts 
with the information specifically 
set forth in this document, this 
document supersedes the data ref-
erenced in the attachment.

By typing my name, I, the un-
dersigned, certify that I am sign-
ing this document as the person 
whose signature is required, or 
as agent of the person(s) whose 
signature would be required who 
has authorized me to sign this 
document on his/her behalf, or in 
both capacities. I further certify 
that I have completed all required 
fields, and that the information in 
this document is true and correct 
and in compliance with the appli-
cable chapter of Minnesota Stat-
utes. I understand that by signing 
this document I am subject to the 
penalties of perjury as set forth in 
Section 609.48 as if I had signed 
this document under oath.
SIGNED BY: Ian Larson
MAILING ADDRESS: None Pro-
vided
EMAIL FOR OFFICIAL NO-
TICES: patriot@accelcompliance.
com
Work Item: 1320927800026
Original File Number: 
1320927800026
STATE OF MINNESOTA
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 
OF STATE
FILED
07/08/2022
11:59 PM
/s/ Steve Simon
Secretary of State
(Published in the Patriot: 
09/03/22; 09/10/22.)
___________________________

STATE OF MINNESOTA
DISTRICT COURT

COUNTY OF SHERBURNE
TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
PROBATE COURT DIVISION
Court File No.: 71-PR-22-112
In Re: Estate of 
Cindy J. Lane, also known as
Cindy Jean Lane,
Deceased.

NOTICE OF INFORMAL 
APPOINTMENT OF PER-
SONAL REPRESENTATIVE 
AND NOTICE TO CREDI-
TORS 

TO ALL INTERESTED PER-
SONS AND CREDITORS: 

Notice is hereby given that 
an application for informal ap-
pointment of John A. Lane, whose 
address is 11907 Emery Village 
Drive N, Champlin, Minnesota 
55316, as personal representative 
of the estate of the above names 
decedent, has been made. Any 
heir, devisee or other interested 
person may be entitled to appoint-
ment as personal representative or 
may object to the appointment of 
the personal representative and the 
personal representative is empow-
ered to fully administer the estate 
including, after 30 days from the  
date of issuance of his letters, the 
power to sell, encumber, lease or 
distribute real estate, unless ob-
jections thereto are filed with the 
court (pursuant to Section 524.3-
607) and the Court otherwise or-
ders. 

Notice is further given that 
ALL CREDITORS having claims 
against said estate are required to 
present the same to said personal 
representative or to the clerk of the 
Court within four months after the 
date of this notice or said claims 
will be barred.
Dated: August 24, 2022
/s/ Pamela Kreier
Registrar
Dated: August 24, 2022
/s/ Patricia Kuka
Court Administrator
Attorney Paul W. Flower 
(0126950)
Paul W. Flower, P.A.
Attorney at Law
6467 Vagabond Lane N.
Maple Grove, MN 55311
Tel: (763) 843-7850
(Published in the Patriot: 
09/03/22; 09/10/22).
___________________________

STATE OF MINNESOTA
DISTRICT COURT

COUNTY OF SHERBURNE
TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

PROBATE DIVISION
Court File No.: 71-PR-22-110
In Re: Estate of 
Floyd P. Johnson, 
a/k/a Floyd Paul Johnson, 
Decedent.

NOTICE OF AND ORDER 
FOR HEARING ON PETITION 
FOR FORMAL DETERMINA-
TION OF HEIRS AND FOR-
MAL DETERMINATION OF 
SURVIVING CHILDREN OF 
DECEDENT  

It is Ordered and Notice 

is given that on September 29, 
2022, at 9:30 am., a hearing will 
be held in this Court at the Sher-
burne County Government Center, 
13880 Business Center Drive, Elk 
River, Minnesota 55330, on a peti-
tion for the determination of Dece-
dent’s heirs and the determination 
of Decedent’s surviving children. 
This hearing will be held remotely. 
Contact Sherburne County Court 
Administration for appearance in-
structions. 

Any objections to the petition 
must be raised at the hearing or 
filed with the Court prior to the 
hearing. If the petition is proper 
and no objections are filed or 
raised, the Court will determine 
and order that the heirs and sur-
viving children of the Decedent 
are: Scott Norman Johnson, James 
Robert Johnson and Robert Paul 
Johnson. 
Dated: August 23, 2022
/s/ Patricia Kuka
Court Administrator
Dated: August 24, 2022
/s/ Jordan Gregorich
Deputy Court Administrator
JEDDELOH & SNYDER, P.A. 
Gwen M. Anderson 
MN#.169766 
803 W. St Germain St. 
St. Cloud, MN 56301 
Telephone: . 320-240-.9423 
Facsimile: 320-240-9454 
Email: gwen@jeddelosnyder.com
ATTORNEY FOR PETITIONER
(Published in the Patriot: 
09/03/22; 09/10/22).
______________________________________________________

Assumed Names Probates
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Gregory Richard Miller and Courtney Mae 
Willard of Saint Francis; Jonah Michael Selley 
and Hallie Marie Chmielewski of Big Lake; 
Leslie Albert Mazo and Debera Deanne Wal-
ters of Princeton; Hannah Marie Mitchell and 
Jordan Dakota Hubbard of Zimmerman; Ga-
brielle Reece Lewis of Nowthen 
and Jordan Tyler Lukanen of 
Backus; Todd Joseph Olin and 
Jeannie Marie Schommer of 
Becker; Kevin Michael Schwi-
etz and Kelsey Jean Ramberg 
of Big Lake; Matthew Joe 
Johnson of Becker and Kelsey 
Rose Schmitt of Cold Spring; 
Connor Thomas Loscheider and 
Sabrina Nicole Busby of Princ-
eton; Brent Allen Streeter and 
Lynn Renee Holtzleiter of Elk River; Robert 
Paul Hammer and Carrie Ann Olson of Becker; 
Michael Steven Marino and Jessica Rae Davis 
of Princeton; Helena Godo Korvah and Mar-
cus Patrick Johnson of Big Lake; Ashley Dale 
Brewer and Donald John Pederson of Becker; 
Gabriel Ellison Sandler and Elena Erkman of 
Elk River; Clayton Allen Wilson and Tiffany 
Marie Zinken of Big Lake; Nikita Lynn Schultz 
and Zachary Dean Thayer of Zimmerman; 
Buffy Jo Mcgraw and Troy William Vetsch of 
Princeton; Randy Michael Ivesdal and Nicole 
Lea Kirk of Big Lake; Lucas Bradley Hase 
and Heather Dianne Bean of Zimmerman; 
Zachary Joseph Godette and Kailee Christine 
Seifert of Big Lake; Chad Douglas Warnke 
and Pamela May Bergee of Elk River; Eric 
Danial Coash and Jennifer Leeann Finseth of 
Elk River; Dustin Carl Neseth of Zimmerman 
and Greta Elizabeth Ogren of Elk River; Nico-
las Scott Reinke and Nicole Lynn Stevensen of 
Elk River; Donna Lynn Kohls amd Raymond 
George Kimmes Jr of Big Lake; Irene Sar-
cilla Perez and Philip Remington Bryans Jr of 
Otsego; Andrew Leon Swanson and Casey Ni-
cole Otto of Zimmerman; Jena Denae Willey 
and Troy Hansuk Stanislawski of Elk River; 
Vickie Lynn Golen of Princeton and Lawrence 
Paul Weiss of Fertile; Connie Lillian Cardinal 

of Saint Cloud and Timothy Joseph Adelman 
of Becker; Shane Dustin Hybben and Renee 
Louise Swanson of Elk River; Jared Jonathan 
Griner Aiden and Cheyn Estridge of Elk River; 
Eli Hjalmer Larson and Kaitlin Sue Braiedy of 
Zimmerman; Jennifer Lynn Thomas and Mark 

Thomas Gomilak of Big Lake; 
Brooke Marie Farland and 
Derek Robert Fay of Otsego; 
Dustin James-Kenneth Lefeb-
vre and Michelle Lynn Besler 
of Big Lake; Bryan Michael 
Kalinoski and Shianna Marie 
Ganoe of Corcoran; Alison 
Lane Walsh and Joseph Ryan 
Comnick of Becker; Nick Alan 
Anderson and Melinda Jean 
Reineke of Elk River; Savannah 

Morgan Banken of Dayton and Lonnie Duane 
Lewellen of Big Lake; Alex James Erickson 
and Kelsey Evelyn Whitcomb of Becker; Mi-
chael Gleisberg and Nadine Lynn Walker of 
Elk River; Fernando Moreno Aguirre and Luz 
Griselda Alejos Ruiz of Big Lake; Courtney 
Paige Dutton and Victor Allan Clay Aanerud 
of Saint Francis; Rachelle Elizabeth Theis  and 
Dakota Thomas Triden of Princeton; Silas Dan-
iel Reek  and Courtney Rose Ostroot of Saint 
Cloud; Derek Michael Barett and Katelyn Jean 
Redberg of Becker; Steven Michael Quist and 
Madelynn Marie Jenson of Zimmerman; Dan-
ielle Lee Gunder and Taylor James Ruggiero of 
Becker; Jesse Lyle Dahlheimer and Rachel Sara 
Roberts of Otsego; Justin Michael Moody of 
Elk River and  Alicia Louise Winslow of Zim-
merman;  Monde Sitali Akakulu  of Albertville 
and Enoch Anyona Nyakondo of North Saint 
Paul; Mariah Kay Ratajek and Conner Daniel 
Swigart of Big Lake; Simplicio-Alan Clemente 
and Breen Stephanie Eik Breen of Zimmerman; 
Sean Alexander Stuart and Katherine Mary 
Posterick of Otsego; April Lee Fore and Max-
well Kenneth Neeley of Zimmerman; Adam 
Michael Weis and Kathleen Victoria Johnson of 
Big Lake; Desiree Lianne Williams and Cam-
eron Lee Mcallister of Big Lake.

Sherburne County
Recorder Vital Statistics 

Marriage Application Report
August 2022

DEADLINES
Notices & Legals

Wednesdays At Noon
Contact Kathy: 763-275-0275 

or Email:
legals.kathy@patriotnewsmn.com
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Public Notices
Becker Public Schools #726 Notices Township Public Notices

SECTION 00 11 13 - ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
TITLE:                Becker Public Schools-Intermedi- 
        ate School 
   Additions & Renovations (IAQ)
LOCATION OF WORK:  Becker Public Schools-Intermedi- 
   ate School
   121000 Hancock St
   Becker, MN 55308
OWNER:   Becker Public Schools
   12000 Hancock Street
   Becker, MN 55308
   763-261-4914
CONSTRUCTION   ICS 
MANAGER:  1139 Franklin Ave Suite 1
   Sauk Rapids, MN 56379
   612-412-1492
   Contact: Dan Hiemenz 
   Dan.hiemenz@ics-builds.com
ARCHITECT:  MLA Architects
   12 Long Lake Road Suite 17
   St. Paul, MN 55115
   651-770-4442
STRUCTURAL:  ERA Structural Engineering
   2550 University Ave West Suite  
   423-S
   Saint Paul, MN 55114
   651-251-7570
MECHANICAL &  CMTA
ELECTRICAL ENGINEER: 1331 Tyler Street NE Suite 201
   Minneapolis, MN 55413 
   612-249-5600
CIVIL ENGINEER:  Bolton and Menk, Inc.
   7575 Golden Valley Road, Suite   
   200 
   Minneapolis, MN 55427
   507-794-5541
PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

The project consists of two phases with multiple work scopes for 
all of the work necessary for the construction of additions and reno-
vations including but not limited to an entry way and office addition,  
mechanical renovations, and classroom renovations.
BID DATE AND LOCATION:

Sealed Bids will be received, then publicly opened and read aloud 
at: Becker Public Schools District Office, 12000  Hancock St., 
Becker, MN 55308 Bids will be received and stamped-in prior to 2 
p.m. local time on September 15th, 2022. Enter Door #1 on the East 
side of the High School.

Bids submitted after allotted time will be discarded, NO EXCEP-
TIONS.  
EXAMINATION OF DOCUMENTS:

The bidding documents (Proposal Form, Drawings and Specifica-
tions) will be available for download after August 26th, 2022 to pro-
spective bidders and subcontractors by contacting Owner’s Program 
Manager, ICS. Please contact Kris Shattuck at 612-808-9855.  ICS 
can also provide locations of Builders Exchanges holding plans for 
contractors to access.  Bidders are responsible for any and all costs 
associated with the production of plans and specifications for their use.
BIDDING REQUIREMENTS:

Each Bidder must comply with the following requirements to re-
assure acknowledgment and recognition of their Bids:

Bids must be accompanied by Bid security in the form of a cer-
tified check, cashier’s check, or Bid bond in the amount of 5% of the 
base Bid submitted, made payable to the owner, as guarantee that Bid-
der will, if awarded, enter into contract in accordance with contract 
documents and submitted Bid.

Bids are to include sales and use taxes.
Submit Bid on the prescribed form, which is furnished with the 

specification, with full name and address of the Bidder.
Completely fill in all blank spaces on the Bid Form, in ink or 

typewriter, in both words and figures.
Sign in longhand, executed by a principal duly authorized to enter 

into an agreement. If a Bidder is a co-partnership, then signatures on 
the Bid shall be by an authorized member of the firm, with names and 
addresses of each member of partnership.

Base Bid and all alternate Bids shall be stated both in writing and 
in figures. In all cases, written and numerical figures must agree; other-
wise at Owner’s option, it shall be cause for rejection of Bid. Complete 
form without alterations.

Submit alternate prices (Bids) for either increasing or decreasing 
the costs, as called for on Bid form and Description of Alternates.  Sub-
mit a Bid for all alternates.

Owner may make such investigations as they deem necessary to 
determine the ability, competency, and responsibility of the Bidder to 
perform the work. Any Bidder shall furnish to Owner all such infor-
mation and data for this purpose, as the Owner may request. Owner 
reserves the right to reject any Bid if the evidence submitted by, or 
investigation of, such Bidder fails to satisfy the Owner that such Bidder 
is properly qualified to carry out the obligations of the contract and to 
complete the Work contemplated therein. The competence and respon-
sibility of Bidder will be considered in making an award, including, 
but not limited to; (1) proof of financial responsibility, (2) quality of 
similar work, (3) amount of experience with similar projects, (4) facil-
ities, personnel and equipment, (5) reputation for performance, and (6) 
the ability to complete the work within specified time. Owner reserves 
the right to reject any Bid where there is reasonable doubt as to the 
qualifications of the Bidder.

Owner reserves the right to: (1) accept Bidder’s Base Bid only, (2) 
accept any one or more of bidder’s Alternate Bids, in any order regard-
less of the order in which they were listed, (3) reject all Bids, (4) award 
contract based on their investigation of Bidders, as well as acceptance 
of alternates, all of which the Owner deems to be in their best interest, 
(5) waive informalities or minor irregularities in Bids and waive minor 
irregularities or discrepancies in Bidding procedure.

Upon award of Contract, Contractor shall provide AIA A312 Per-
formance and Payment Bonds in the amount of 100% of Contract Sum 
in accordance with General Conditions and Amendments to General 
Conditions.
BIDDING DOCUMENTS & SITE REVIEW:

Each Bidder (including subcontract Bidder where appropriate) is 
ADVISED to visit the site and to fully inform themself and record 
their own investigations as to the extent of the Work, the extent of the 
work performed by other contractors under other construction pack-
ages, conditions under which the Work is to be performed, existing 
buildings and streets, conditions of the area, existing utilities and other 
features, type of soil, available facilities and difficulties that may be 
encountered in connection therewith, and other relevant items which 
will affect their Bid or the Work.

Prior to submitting a Bid, each Bidder is required to examine all 
of the bidding requirements, all Contract Documents, all drawings, 
and specifications for the Project (including those primarily for other 
Subcontracts). Contractors shall become thoroughly familiar with the 
scope of the Project and all factors and items of work which will affect 
their Bid or the Work, whether shown or specified in documents pri-
marily for Work of others or Work of this Contract.

No extras will be allowed to the Contractor as a result of mis-
understanding of the extent of scope of the Work as a result of their 
failure to study and record their own findings. Submission of a Bid 
shall be proof that such examinations have been made and that Bidder 
has recorded their own investigation and has become thoroughly famil-
iar with all contract documents (including all addenda). The failure or 
omissions of any Bidder to examine any form, instrument or document 
shall in no way relieve any Bidder from any obligation in respect to 
their Bid. Nor shall it be the responsibility of ICS or its counterparts to 
ensure you have read all documentation. This is the sole responsibility 
of the Bidder and it’s Sub-Contractor(s).
PRE-BID CONFERENCE:

A Pre-Bid conference will be held at 9 am on September 1st, 
2022 at 12000 Hancock St. Becker, MN 55308 If Bidders want to 
visit the physical site, a site review will take place immediately follow-
ing the Pre-Bid conference at 12100 Hancock St. Becker, MN 55308. 
No extras will be allowed because of the Bidder’s misinterpretation 
as to the amount of work involved, Bidder’s own error, negligence, or 
failure to examine the site.    
START DATE:

Work will begin after receipt of the signed contract from the 
Owner. The anticipated award date is October 3rd, 2022.  Pre-con-
struction and submittal work related to the project is to commence 
immediately after receipt of the signed contract. The onsite work will 
begin on the premises no later than June 5th 2023. With site examina-
tion and construction team planning prior to that. 
SUBSTANTIAL AND COMPLETION DATE:
Owner requires all work to be substantially complete by October 25th 
2024. 

END OF SECTION 00 11 13
(Published in the Patriot: 09/03/22; 09/10/22.)

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Town of Orrock is seeking right-of-way tree/brush trim-

ming & removal quotes, for certain areas of the township. 
The Trimming RFQ and location maps can be obtained on the 

township’s website: www.orrocktownship.com/2022-tree-trim-
ming or by contacting the township Clerk: clerk@orrocktownship.
com.

Quotes are due by Monday September 26, 2022 at 5:00PM 
and may be returned by Mail: Orrock Township, Attn: Trimming 
Quote, 26401 - 180th St. NW, Big Lake, MN 55309 Email: clerk@
orrocktownship.com 
/s/ Chris Weber
Clerk Orrock Township
(Published in the Patriot: 09/03/22; 09/10/22.)

Big Lake Public Schools #727 Notices

BOARD HIGHLIGHTS
This represents a summary of the Regular Meeting of the 

Board of Education of Big Lake Public Schools #727.  A complete 
set of minutes will be on file at the District Office and on our web-
site at www.biglakeschools.org upon Board approval. 
I. CALL TO ORDER  

The regular meeting of the Board of Education of Indepen-
dent School District No. 727, Big Lake Schools, was called 
to order on August 25, 2022. 

II. ROLL CALL 
All Board members were present.

III. APPROVE AGENDA 
A motion passed to approve the agenda.

IV. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Chair Reasoner and the Board led the Pledge of Allegiance

V. OPEN FORUM 
No participants

VI. DISCUSSION OF AND ACTION RELATED TO INVES-
TIGATION OF SCHOOL BOARD MEMBER

A motion passed to classify data regarding school board 
members as public data not personnel data.

A motion passed to approve censuring Board Member 
Nelson.  After reviewing and discussing the resolution, a mo-
tion passed to amend the motion to include changes to the 
resolution censuring Member Nelson.

A five-minute recess was called at 7:44 PM at which 
time Board Member Nelson left the meeting.  The meeting 
resumed at 7:49 PM.

VII. CONSENT AGENDA 
A motion passed to approve the following:

A.     PREVIOUS MINUTES
B.     CLAIMS AND ACCOUNTS
C.     CREDIT CARD REPORT
D.     PERSONNEL
E.     FINAL READING AND APPROVAL OF POLICIES
F.     APPROVAL OF ONE READ POLICIES
G.     SCHOOL BOARD POLICY ANNUAL REVIEW
H.     MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
VIII. DONATIONS 

A motion passed to approve the donations.
IX. FINANCIAL REPORT

A motion passed to approve the financial report as presented.
X. STUDENT HANDBOOK APPROVAL

A motion passed to approve the Student Handbook for 2022-
2023 as presented.

XI. BIG LAKE ONLINE HANDBOOK APPROVAL 
A motion passed to approve the Big Lake Online Handbook 
for 2022-2023 as presented.

XII. RETURN TO SCHOOL PLAN 
Superintendent Truebenbach reviewed the plan.

XIII. STRATEGIC PLAN UPDATE
A motion passed to approve the Strategic Plan with the noted 
updates.

XIV. FIRST READING OF POLICIES 
No discussion

XV. COMMITTEE UPDATES
No Finance Committee meeting; Policy Committee continues 
to review policies.  Brown will take Nelson’s place in the 
Policy Committee; No Buildings and Grounds Committee 
meeting

XVI. SUPERINTENDENT REPORT 
Brown will take Nelson’s place as School Board Represen-
tative for Negotiations with Support Staff.

XVII.ADJOURNMENT 
         A motion passed to adjourn the meeting.
(Published in the Patriot: 09/10/22.)

Call for Service Summary: Total 
Calls for Service for Week: 162; 
2022 Calls for Service: 6,406; 
Traffic Stops/Enforcement: 27; 
Citations: 3; Arrests: 4; Medical 
Emergency Calls: 16; Mental 
Health/Check Welfare: 8; Civil 
Mediation (Child Custody-Prop-
erty): 9.
BLPD Arrests: Nicolas Smith ar-
rested on Eagle Lake Road North 
for disorderly conduct and tres-
passing; Jennifer Quinn arrested 
for warrant and 5th degree posses-
sion; Adam Parson arrested for 4th 
degree DWI; Aaron Vierimaa Sr. 
arrested for 5th degree domestic
Sun., Aug. 29: Juvenile complaint 
on Maple Street of loud music; 
Family domestic on Maple Street, 
mediated; Fraud complaint on 
Lakeshore Drive, investigation 
continues; Harassment complaint 
at Holiday, male party left when 
advised; Suspicious activity on 
Eagle Lake Road N, possible 
fight, nothing found.
Mon., Aug. 30: Male driving 
motorized scooter without valid 
license, long form complaint sent 
to county; Civil complaint on 
Lee Street, mediated prior to our 
arrival; Fraud complaint on Rose 
Drive, victim goon prior to arrival; 
Civil complaint on Aberdeen Way, 
mediated; Disturbance Lakeshore 
Drive, juveniles shooting airsoft 
pellets at walkers, UTL; Domes-
tic arrest on Hill Street; Agency 
assist for Hennepin County Med-
ical examiners, death notification; 
Assist County with two vehicle 
crash at Hwy 10 and County 11; 
Juvenile lost at Eagle Lake Road 
and Bermuda, returned to parents; 
Harassment complaint at Station 
Street apartments, juveniles gone 
on arrival; Juvenile harassment 
complaint on Pleasant Ave, inves-
tigation continues.
Tues., Aug. 31: Repo info on 
Monroe Street; Male arrested 
for DWI Hwy 10 and Lakeshore 
Drive; Civil complaint on Eagle 
Lake Road N, standby for prop-
erty removal; Civil complaint on 
Hill Street, questions answered; 
Driver cited for driving after re-
vocation at Lakeshore Drive and 
Sherburne Ave; Driver arrested for 

warrant and 5th degree possession 
at Martin Ave and Fern Street; 
Disturbance at Sandy Beach, 
parties left; Verbal domestic on 
Crescent Street, mediated; Civil 
standby to retrieve property on 
Marcia Drive.
Wed., Sept. 1: Suspicious Activ-
ity, two parties walking through 
yards near Tarry Town and Lake 
St S, contact made, no problems; 
Civil standby on Marcia Drive to 
retrieve property; Welfare check 
of female possibly “huffing” at 
a local business; Civil standby to 
retrieve property on Lake View 
Lane; Civil complaint on Eagle 
Lake Road N, separation issues; 

Missing juvenile on Junegrass 
Drive, child found hiding in res-
idence; One vehicle accident on 
Teal Street, driver cited for reck-
less driving.
Thurs., Sept. 2: Suspicious pack-
age left on doorstep off Crescent 
Street, unknown party came and 
took package; Verbal domestic on 
Henry Road, mediated; CSC re-
ported on Corrinne Drive, inves-
tigation continues; Harassment 
complaint on Lake View Lane, 
mediated; Assist Elk River PD 
with traffic complaint. 
Fri., Sept. 3: Assist County on 
traffic stop Hwy 10 and Lake-
shore Drive.
Sat., Sept. 4: Disturbance at busi-
ness on Lake Street South, medi-
ated; Male arrested for disorderly 
conduct and trespassing at Kwik 
Trip; Civil standby while property 
owner inspects rental property on 
Donna Court.

Big Lake Police Department
Calls for Service – Jail Bookings

August 29, 2022 - September 4, 2022 

The following individuals have been booked 
into the Sherburne Co. Jail for the alleged 
offense(s): Paige Elizabeth Binek, 19 of Swan-
ville, MN  56382 - MSD 4th degree DWI & 
MSD open container; John Alan Bailey, 73 of 
Elk River, MN  55330 - GM criminal abuse by 
caregiver & MSD domestic assault; Nicholas 
Jeffrey Smith, 33 of No Permanent Address 
- MSD trespass & MSD disorderly conduct; 
Terance Boimah Gbawo, 23 of No Permanent 
Address - MSD domestic assault (2 counts); 
Rodney Bernard Jones, 53 of Champlin, MN  
55316 - MSD domestic abuse no contact order 
violation; Ethan Daniel Boutin, 26 of Sartell, 
MN  56377 - MSD 4th degree DWI. Romey 
Livette Ferguson, 21 of Rogers, MN 55374 - 
GM 2nd degree DWI, MSD 4th degree DWI 
& MSD careless driving over 100 mph; Wilian 
Josue Quintanilla Melgar, 28 of Coon Rapids, 
MN  55433 - MSD 4th degree DWI; Tiffany 
Ann Johnson, 38 of Saint Cloud, MN  56301 
- FEL 3rd degree-controlled substance for pos-
session; Dylan Stephen Burk, 22 of Princeton, 
MN  55371 - GM no insurance; Adam Stanley 
Parson, 24 of Waite Park, MN  56387 - MSD 
4th degree DWI. Benjamin Anthony Montroy, 
27 of Saint Michael, MN  55376 - GM driving 
after cancellation – IPS; Aaron WIlliam Vieri-
maa, 50 of Springfield, VA  22150 - MSD do-
mestic assault; Dominic Ryan Erickson, 18 of 
No Permanent Address - FEL 5th degree-con-
trolled substance for possession; Zacharia 
Wyatt Thomas, 32 of Princeton, MN  55371 - 
FEL domestic assault for strangulation & MSD 
domestic assault; David Lyle Sharp, Jr., 34 of 
Otsego, MN  55330 - GM 2nd degree DWI & 
Carver Co. warrant; Joshua John Adler, 36 of 
Becker, MN  55308 - Sherburne Co. warrant; 
Dennis John O’Malley, 70 of No Permanent 
Address - Sherburne Co. warrants; Myra Joe 
Anderson, 42 of Braham, MN  55006 - Sher-
burne Co. warrant; Loretta Jean Kramer, 43 of 
Hibbing, MN  55746 - Sherburne Co. warrant; 
Alexander Eugene Blackstone, 31 of Lakeland, 
MN  55043 - Washington Co. warrant; Shawn 
Lavell Washington, 48 of Saint Cloud, MN  
56304 - Benton Co., & Sherburne Co. war-
rants; Jennifer Lee Misamore, 43 of Big Lake, 
MN  55309 - Wright Co. warrants; Jenifer Tyler 
Quinn, 47 of Big Lake, MN  55309 - an Anoka 
Co. warrant; Guadalupe Deleon Flores, 46 of 
Minneapolis, MN  55414 - Sherburne Co. war-
rant; Clay Andrew Haverkamp, 51 of Elk River, 
MN  55330 - Sherburne Co. warrants; Haned 
Abdufetah Mohamed, 26 of Saint Cloud, MN  

56304 - Sherburne Co. warrant; Nicole Dawn 
Schmidt, 30 of Milaca, MN  56353 - Sherburne 
Co. warrant; Austin Lee Norsten, 29 of Mon-
ticello, MN  55362 - Sherburne Co. warrant; 
Richard Earl Fawcett, 39 of Minneapolis, MN  
55408 - Benton Co., & Sherburne Co. war-
rants; Tracy James Taylor, 61 of Elk River, 
MN  55330 - Sherburne Co. warrant; Jasper 
Orlin Thompson, 29 of Aurora, MN  55705 - 
Sherburne Co. warrant; Michael James Smith, 
29 of Elk River, MN  55330 - Sherburne Co. 
warrant; Jose Guadalupe Rios, 39 of Faribault, 
MN  55021 - Sherburne Co. warrant.
Citations Issued: 1 drugs - possess over 1.4 
grams marijuana in motor vehicle; 3 drugs - 
possess/sale small amount of marijuana - no 
remuneration; 2 drugs - possession of drug 
paraphernalia - use or possession prohibited; 
1 motor vehicle registration - operate vehi-

cle with expired registration; 1 motor vehicle 
registration - unregistered-certificate revoked; 
1 traffic collision - collision with unattended 
vehicle - notify victim or police; 13 traffic - 
speeding - exceed limit; 2 traffic - speeding 
- exceed limit - 65 mph - freeways & express-
ways; 14 traffic - speeding - exceed limit 55 
mph where appropriate; 1 traffic regulation - 
failure to drive in single lane; 1 traffic regula-
tion - driver fails to stop - stop sign; 1 traffic 
regulation - vehicle registration/permit/plates 
required; 1 traffic regulation - driver must carry 
proof of insurance when operating vehicle; 1 
traffic regulation-uninsured vehicle-owner 
violation; 3 traffic regulation-uninsured vehi-

cle-driver violation; 1 traffic - DWI - operate 
motor vehicle under influence of alcohol; 1 
traffic - DWI - operate motor vehicle - alcohol 
concentration 0.08 within 2 hours; 1 traffic - 
open bottle law; possession; crime described; 1 
drivers’ licenses - instruction permit violations 
- persons 18 years or older – requirements; 1 
traffic-driver’s license-driving after suspen-
sion; 6 traffic-driver’s license-driving after 
revocation; 1 expiration of driver’s license 
- over 21; 1 ZI: growing grass; 1 assault-5th  
deg-inflict or attempt bodily harm; 1 theft-take/
use/transfer movable prop-no consent; 1 off 
highway motorcycle. Total: 62
Calls for Service: 2 burglary; 2 theft; 2 assault; 
6 drugs/narcotics; 2 crimes against family; 1 
DWI; 4 disturbing the peace; 4 harassment; 2 
obscenity; 4 property damage; 4 DAR/DAS/
DAC; 8 fraud complaint; 6 animal lost; 1 prop-
erty lost; 3 animal found; 3 property found; 
6 accident – mv personal injury; 10 accident 
– mv property damage; 1 accident – mv prop-
erty damage hit & run; 5 accident – vehicle v. 
animal; 4 animal complaint; 3 conservation; 
5 dog complaint; 4 alarm – fire; 1 gas leak/
smell; 3 death; 28 medical; 5 mental case; 2 
alarm – medical; 5 domestic; 10 public assist; 
14 agency assist; 5 alarm – security; 8 civil 
complaint; 230 officer initiated traffic stop; 15 
traffic complaint; 1 garbage/littering; 7 suspi-
cious person; 9 suspicious vehicle; 3 juvenile 
complaint; 117 security check; 27 extra patrol; 
1 loud music complaint; 9 check the welfare; 6 
boating complaint; 2 ATV complaint; 5 shoot-
ing complaint; 2 repossession; 2 fireworks 
complaint; 1 cross arm malfunction; 6 jail med-
ical; 35 paper service; 1 recovered stolen motor 
vehicle; 9 suspicious activity; 5 hazardous road 
conditions; 17 miscellaneous officer; 16 back-
ground check; 5 warrant arrest; 30 transport; 1 
jail incident; 1 equipment problems; 4 911 hang 
up; 3 court book & release; 1 city ordinance vi-
olation; 1 public lift assist; 2 vehicle lockout; 1 
vehicle off road; 2 warrant attempt. Total: 750
Aug. 22nd: Dawn Doyle - Main St in Zimmer-
man reported the theft 1999 Chevy Tahoe (tan 
with blue stripes) from the underground garage 
at The Depot - Main.  Estimated value of the 
vehicle taken is $5,000; Kilian Trucking - 30th 
St SE in Haven Twp. reported the theft of Wa-
basha semi-trailer (white in color). Estimated 
value is $15,000.

Sherburne County Sheriff’s
Activity Report

Week of 08/29/2022 - 09/04/2022
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763-262-1454
Becker, MN

763-452-2500
Big Lake, MN

320-743-2204
Clear Lake, MN

FUNERAL HOME • CREMATION SERVICES

www.williamsdingmann.com

FAMILY FUNERAL HOMES

SPONSORED BY:

8852 Cty Rd 23
Becker, MN 

Phone:
763.261.5656

Ralph du Monceaux, Owner
Free Loaners ~ Free Estimates 

~ Honest Work

763-261-5656
Ralph’s

Auto Body

• BECKER
Grace Lutheran Church (LCMS)
Pastor: David M. Johnson, 763-262-7782, 11185 27th Ave SE. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am, Sun. School 10:30am, Wed. J.U.M.P. 6pm.
Becker Baptist Church
Pastors: Nathan Bucher (Senior), Kevin Drehmel (Youth) & Amy Drehmel 
(Dir. of Child/Fam. Ministry), 763-261-4202, 11951 Hancock St. Services: 
Sun. Worship/Children 10:30am. During the school year: AWANA for 
Kids/Sun. School 9:15am. Midweek Connect for Kids 6:30pm. Please reg-
ister Kids on our webite. Youth Group: Wed. 6:30pm. www.beckerbaptist.
org. 
Becker Evangelical Free Church
Pastors: Gerald Deppa (Interim Senior), Chris Salvevold (Youth), 763-261-
4125, Becker High School, Office: 11373 150th Ave SE. Services: Sun. 
Worship/Teaching/Fellowship 10am.
Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 12100 Sherburne Ave. Services: Sat. 
Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8:30am & 10:30am. Masses held 1st, 3rd & 5th Sun-
days of the month. (Masses held on 2nd & 4th Sundays in Big Lake).
Faith (Becker) Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Yolanda Denson-Byers & Vicar Molly Wills, 763-261-5751, 11755 
Sherburne Ave. Services: Sun. Worship 9:30 am, Sun. School 8:30am, 
Wed. Confirmation 5:30pm, Senior High Youth Group 1st & 3rd Wed. 6pm  
www.faithlutheran-becker.org.
Oakwood Community Church Assemblies of God
Pastors: Gerry Bass & Sarah, 763-220-6004, 13140 1st St (SW Corner of 
Becker Furniture World). Services: Sun. Bible Study/Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Snake River Free Church
Pastor: Steve Johnston, 612-219-8648, 180th St SE. Services: Sun. Worship/
Sun. School 10:30am., Hymn Sing is second Sun. of every month.
Becker Christian Center & Abundant Grace Church
Pastor: Ken Hanson, 763-262-2177, 15455 59th St SE. Services: Sun. Praise 
& Worship 9:30am, Wed. Family Fellowship 7pm.
Beacon House of Prayer
Pastors: Brian & Linda Holmes, 763-263-3771, 12264 Pleasant Ave. Ser-
vices: Thurs. Worship 6:30pm.
Free Grace United
Pastor: Kevin Wilson, 763-245-0001, Becker High School, 12000 Hancock 
St, Enter door 11. Services: Wed. Worship 6:30pm.

• BIG LAKE
Acts Seventh-Day Adventists Community Church
Pastor: Bill Nixon, 763-263-2287, 20455 187th Ave NW. Services: Sat. 
Worship 9am, Sat. Sabbath School 10:15am.
Bethany Bible Church
763-263-2167, 511 Eagle Lake Road. Services: Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Bridgeview Assembly of God
Pastor: Steve Royalty, 763-263-6274, 20500 County Road 11. Services: 
Sun. Worship 10am, Wed. Service 6:30pm.
SVEA Hill Covenant Church
Pastor: Don Bellach, 763-263-6322, 16392 235th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Cornerstone Baptist Church
Pastor: Gordon Langdon, 763-263-7878, 15300 County Road 35. 
Hope Lutheran Church (ELCA) in Orrock
763-262-0028. www.hopeintherefuge.weebly.com.
IFLESIA AMOR VIVIENTE Living Love Church
Pastores: Juan & Patricia Aguayo, 763-607-5403, 21 Lake St N. Services: 
Sat. 6pm.
Lord of Glory Lutheran Church
Pastor: Marty Mably, 763-263-3090, 15550 190th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
8am & 10:30am.
Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 440 Lake St N. Services: Sat. Mass 
5pm; Sun. 8:30am & 10:30am. Masses held on 2nd & 4th Sundays of the 
month (Masses held on 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays in Becker).
Riverside Church
Online: www.myrc.church, 763-263-2410, 20314 County Road 14. Ser-
vices: Sun 8:45am, 10:30am & 12:05pm.
Saron Lutheran Church
Pastor: Kyle Sidlo, 763-263-2209, 311 Lake St. S. Services: Sun. Worship 
9:30am, indoors or livestream.

• SANTIAGO
South Santiago Lutheran Church ELCA
Pastor: Courtney Young, 763-662-2048, 14675 37th St. Services: Sun. 8am. 
and 10 am.
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church E.L.S. & Princeton Evangelical School
Pastor: Timothy Zenda, 763-662-2570, 18977 17th St. Services: Sun. 
School/Bible Class 10:30am, Divine Worship 9am.
Glendorado Lutheran (ELCA)
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Shari Routh, 920-573-0193, 1100 186th Ave NE. Services: Sun 
Good Shepherd 9am, Sun. Glendorado 10:30am.
Gethsemane Church (ELCA) – Ronneby
Pastor: Barbara Peterson, 320-983-5002, 14478 78th St. NE. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Glendorado Evangelical Country Church
Pastor: Sam Alfano, 763-662-2244, 16999 Glendorado Road NE. Services: 
Sun. School 9:30am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• CLEAR LAKE
Living Waters Church
320-699-0876, 7830 Church St. Services: Sun. Worship 10am, Starting in 
Sept. Wed. night Kids Club at 6:30pm.
Trinity Lutheran Church Missouri Synod
Pastor: Josh Reber, 320-743-2919, 8641 Main Ave. Services: Sun. Worship 
8:45am, Sun. School 9:45am.
SHED Church - Non-Denomination in Palmer
Pastor: TBD, 320-241-0123, Palmer Town Hall, 4180 105th Ave. Services: 
Sun. 5pm. www.shedchurch.org.
St. Marcus Catholic Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-743-2481, 8701 Main Ave. Services: Mon.  
& Wed. Mass 8am, Sat. Confessions 4:15pm, Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. 8am.

• DUELM
St. Lawrence Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-968-7502, 10915 Duelm Road NE. Ser-
vices: Sun. Mass 10am, Tues. Mass 8am.

• CLEARWATER
Clearwater United Methodist Church
Pastor: Alison Hendley, 320-558-2581, 405 Main St. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9:30am.
Freedom Bible Church
605 Lime St. (Old Clearwater Post Office). Services: Sun. Bible Study 
9:30am & 6pm, Sun. Worship 10:45am, Wed. Bible Study 7pm.
Rejoice Lutheran Church – ELCA
Pastor: Jim Bump, 320-558-6851, 1155 County Road 75.  
Services: Sun. School that begins in Worship 9:30am.  
Livestream worship at Rejoice’s Youtube Channel,  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsJGuBda4orT9TWYii5wmGw
Church of St. Luke
Father: Dennis Backer, 320-558-2124, 17545 Huber Ave NW. Services: 
Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8am & 10am, Weekday Mass Tues.-Fri. 8am/
Sat. 9am.
Tri-County Alliance Church
Pastor: David Fogal, 320-558-2750, 8464 160th St NW. Services: Sun. 
School 9am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• SILVER CREEK
Immanuel Lutheran Church
Pastor: Ken Tatkenhorst, 763-878-2820, 11390 Elliot Ave NW. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am
Silver Creek Community Church
Pastor: Zach Pryor, 320-963-3957, 4282 114th St NW. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9am, Sun. Fellowship 10am, Sun. School 10:30am. 

• SAINT CLOUD
Faith Lutheran Church
Pastor: Joshua Reber, 320-252-3315, 3000 County Road SE. Worship: Sun. 
10:15am.

RYAN HUBBARD
763-263-8334 

RESIDENTIAL  • COMMERCIAL - AGRICULTURAL

6715 125th Ave - Clear Lake, MN
320.743.2387 • Cell: 320.290.9843

Scott & Tonia Ulsby

KEN GEROUX CONSTRUCTION
C O R P O R A T I O N

Integrity • Excellence
Uncompromising Customer Satisfaction

Lic. #BC002757
Big Lake • 763-263-6878

Order Online!

Becker Pizza Depot
The Area’s Best Pizza -- Ask Anyone!

14281 Bank Street, Becker • 763-262-2700
www.BeckerPizzaDepot.com • Facebook: Pizza Depot

Pizza, Wings & More

290 EAGLE LAKE RD. N. BIG LAKE
763-263-3262 • WWW.CORNEROAKSDENTAL.COM

FAMILY & COSMETIC DENTISTRY

DR. REED DILL & 
DR. PETER KUEFLER

16455 122nd St Becker MN 55308

763-263-9471

Big Lake

 763-263-6350
parkdental.com

Church DirectoryChurch DirectoryChurch Directory

320-743-2479 
• dahlensheetmetal@frontier.com

P.O. Box 646 • Becker, MN 55308
www.dahlensheetmetal.com

Becker 763-261-4200  |  Princeton 763-389-4099
Monticello 763-271-7177

www.sherburnestatebank.com

Your Hometown Bank

Sherburne
State Bank

Member 
FDIC

763-262-4237

M-F
8AM-

4:30PM

Owner: Chad Schwintek
13050 1st Street Becker, MN 55308

24 
HOUR
Towing & recovery

19640 200th Ave., Big Lake

• Family Owned 
    & Operated
• Light, Medium and 
    Heavy Duty  Towing 

• Lockouts 
• Jump Starts 
• Winch Recovery

www.bobstowingandrecovery.com

• BIG LAKE 
• ELK RIVER 
• MONTICELLO

Advertise in our Church Directory!  
Call the Patriot @ 763-275-0275

Obituaries

Harold “Mac” McWil-
liams passed away on his 86th 
birthday, August 18th, 2022 at 
his home in Big Lake with his 
loved ones by his side.

Mac was born August, 
18th, 1936 in Sioux Falls, Iowa 
to Glen and Ione McWilliams.  
He served his country in the 
Air Force for four years.  After 
that, Mac attended Dunwoody 
and became an accomplished 
carpenter.  He worked many 
years as a maintenance man-
ager at Stevens community 
where he was well liked by 

all.  He loved to teach others 
the skills he knew.  Mac had 
the best sense of humor and al-
ways had a joke to tell.  Mac’s 
family meant the world to him.

Mac is survived by his 
loving wife Mary, of 37 years, 
children and Bonus children; 
Deanna (Tim) Bunker, Greg 
(Paula) McWilliams, Gerald 
(Tina) McWilliams, Chuck 
(Jamey) Johnson, Teresa 
(Gary) Smith, Tammi John-
son, 12 Grandchildren, 11 
Great Grandchildren, sisters 
Joni, Anna and his beloved 
dog Benji.

Mac is preceded in death 
by his parents Glen and Ione, 
sisters Faith and Glenda, and 
Grandson Dustin.

A Celebration of Life will 
be held at Trinity Lutheran 
Church in Monticello on Fri-
day, September 30th at 11 a.m. 
Visitation is 1 hour prior to the 
service.

Harold “Mac” McWilliams, Age 86
Big Lake, MN

August 18, 1936 – August 18, 2022

  A celebration of life will 
take place at a later date for 
Diane M. Knute, 66 of Big 
Lake who died on Tuesday, 
August 30, 2022 at her daugh-
ter’s home in Big Lake. 

 Diane was born November 
26, 1955 in Sterling, Illinois, 
to Elwood and Alice (Balsley) 
Anderson. She worked at the 
local McDonald’s for 20 years 
and was loved by everyone!! 

Diane is survived by her 
daughters, Christy (Josh) 
Whitted of Waconia, Carrie 
(Jesus) Gutierrez of Big Lake 
and son Casey Knute of Waco-
nia; 10 grandchildren and 3 
great grandchildren. She was 

preceded in death by her par-
ents and infant son.

Diane M. Knute, Age 66
Big Lake, MN 

November 26, 1955 – August 30, 2022
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per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
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Citizens Alliance Bank seeks applicants for the following positions:
Core Application Specialist - Clara City
SVP - Market Manager - Howard Lake
Accounts Payable Clerk - Howard Lake
Loan Offi cer - Clara City
Loan Admin Clerk - Clara City
Controller - Howard Lake
Teller/Personal Banker - Watertown
Teller - Clara City, Howard Lake
Loan Servicing Specialist - Clara City, Howard Lake
Training Specialist - Clara City
Branch Manager/Lender - Echo
Financial Analyst - Howard Lake
Insurance Agent - Montevideo

To view our job postings or Apply Online please visit:
citizensalliancebank.com/careers

Citizens Alliance Bank is an EEO Employer

WE’RE HIRING!
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