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Becker man turns personal
tragedy into message of hope
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14054 Bank Street,
Box 458, Becker, MN 55308

The Patriotis the
official newspaper for Clear
Lake, Clearwater, Orrock,
Palmer & Santiago Town-
ships, City of Becker, Becker
Township and Becker School
District #726, City of Big Lake
and Big Lake School District
#727.The Patriotis also the
legal newspaper for the
Sherburne County financials.
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WEBSITE
Check out each week’s
content at our website:
www.patriotnewsmn.com

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
The Patriot welcomes
letters to the editor.
Call 763-275-0275
or email Bill at
reporter.bill@
patriotnewsmn.com
Addresses and phone
numbers are required for
verification purposes.
The deadline for all letters is
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Letters will be printed at the
discretion of the Editor and
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grammair, libel and brevity.
Two letters per writer per
subject each year.

OBITUARIES:
Obituaries are $75 prepaid.
The Editor reserves the right

to editlengthy obituaries.

BUSINESS HOURS:
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By Andrew Diemand,
Contributing Writer

Nathan Soltau has a
simple but powerful mes-
sage: You matter.

The 31-year-old
Becker resident recently
published his first book—
something he never imag-
ined doing.

“I never really enjoyed
reading,” he admits.

But his story, and the
purpose behind it, drove
him to write From Depres-
sion & Suicidal Thoughts to
Purpose.

The book chronicles
Soltau’s journey through
grief, mental health strug-
gles, and ultimately, heal-
ing, following the death
of his father by suicide on
September 25, 2017. His
father had battled anxiety
and depression for years—
challenges Soltau says he’s
faced himself since middle
school.

That changed in 2019,

BECKER AUTHOR NATHAN SOLTAU (LEFT PHOTO) with his new book, From Depression &
Suicidal Thoughts to Purpose. In the photo on the right, Soltau signs copies of his new book at the
Monticello Community Center where he had a book signing a couple weeks ago. (Patriot Photos

by Andrew Diemand).

when, on a particularly dif-
ficult day shortly after what
would have been his fa-
ther’s 58th birthday, Soltau
experienced what he calls a
life-altering moment.

“l was watching a
documentary about Junior
Seau, the Hall-of-Fame
NFL linebacker who also
died by suicide,” Soltau
recalls. “At the very end of

it, all the sadness just went
away in the blink of an eye.
As the credits rolled, I had
a vision of myself stand-
ing on a stage, telling my
story. Right then and there,

MnDOT holds public meeting
Hwy. 24 Clearwater Corridor

By Penny Leuthard,
Contributing Writer

Clearwater area resi-
dents and business owners
stopped by MnDOT’s Hwy.
24 corridor project public
meeting Monday to see the
final construction plans laid

: out.

Although much of the
initial project plans remain
the same, several things
have been changed or re-
moved after residents and
business owners expressed
concerns and they weren’t
approved by the Clearwater
City Council.

Project details that
hae chang d include:

» Lime Street won’t be
closed;

e The center median
will stop at the Clearwater
Truck Stop instead of con-
tinuing to Co. Road 75;

CLEARWATER AREA RESIDENTS AND BUSINESS OWNERS
stop by MnDOT’s public meeting Monday to see the final plans
for the Hwy. 24 corridor project. (Photo by Penny Leuthard)

e The roundabout at
Co. Road 75 will not be
built;

e The noise barriers
along the west side of Hwy.
24 between Co. Road 75

and the Mississippi River
bridge will no longer be
necessary;

* Vehicles exiting Ash
Street will not be able to
turn left.

MnDOT Project Man-
ager Terri Odegaard said
they have had good feed-
back on most of the changes
and overall project. The
only item that has received
mixed feedback is the re-
moval of the roundabout at
Co. Road 75; some are glad
to see it removed and others
are wondering why it was
removed.

The project, which is
being driven by the 1-94
bridge replacement and
safety concerns, will hap-
pen in two phases. The first
phase, the bridge replace-
ment, is scheduled to begin
in 2026. It includes round-
abouts at both interstate ac-
cesses.

The new bridge will be
constructed 10’ offline the
current bridge so traffic flow
won’t be affected. The new
Mississippi River bridge,

I knew this was what I was
meant to do.”

That moment of clarity
led Soltau to an even deeper
realization—one he hopes
readers take to heart: there
is purpose in pain.

“There’s a reason I had
to go through all this suffer-
ing,” he said. “These events
happened in order for me to
shed light on not only what
my dad went through, but
on what’s going on around
us. It’s much bigger than
my dad; it’s much bigger
than myself.”

While the book ad-
dresses depression and
suicidal thoughts, Soltau
says readers are resonating
most with the parts about
social anxiety—a struggle
he knows well.

“I’ve dealt with it most
of my life,” he said. “A
lot of people isolate them-
selves because of social

SOLTAU
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for

Project

which was completed in
2017, was constructed in
the same manner.

Odegaard explained
the new interstate access
ramps will be widened and
the new bridge design is
wider to look toward the
future in the event a third
lane is constructed west of
Clearwater to match up to
the third lane that was con-
structed between Clearwa-
ter and Monticello.

Construction on Hwy.
24 from Kwik Trip to Co.
Rd. 7 will also be done at
a future date, but is being
headed by Wright Co., not
MnDOT.

For continuing infor-
mation on this project and
to sign up for email up-
dates, visit talk.dot.state.
mn.us/hwy-4  clearwater.

Sherburns Foll Fost brings warnt weathar and community 5pm,t

By Andrew Diemand,
Contributing Writer

As far as October after-
noons go in Minnesota, this
year’s Sherburne Fall Fest,
held on a sunny Saturday
afternoon at the Sherburne
History Center in Becker,
couldn’t have landed on a
more unseasonably warm

° one.

With temperatures
climbing into the mid-
80s—more July than Octo-
ber—the festival had all the
charm of autumn with the
warmth of late summer. A
welcome breeze kept things
just cool enough, rustling
the sunflowers and mak-
ing the scarecrows seem to
dance.

Now in its second year,
the Fall Fest is quickly
gaining momentum as a
signature event for the
area. A collaborative ef-
fort between the Sherburne
History Center, the Becker
Chamber of Commerce,
and a wide array of local

Member

businesses and organiza-
tions (“McDonald’s Meats
contributes all the hot dogs.
Kwik Trip does all the buns
and drinks,” said Emma
Hoard, Program Manager
at the Sherburne History
Center), the festival aims
to bring the community to-
gether in celebration of the
season—and local history.
The day kicked off
with a morning Fun Run
and kept the activities going
throughout the afternoon—
where guests of all ages en-
joyed a variety of hands-on
events, including pumpkin
painting, games, a chili
cook-off, and — new this
year — a festive scaven-
ger hunt, which saw young
visitors (and the young at
heart) exploring the sur-
rounding nature trails in
search of pumpkins—each
with a unique hand-drawn
face. Completing the hunt
earned guests a prize and,

FALLFEST
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THOMAS (AGE 6) poses with his festive creation at this year’s Sherburne Fall Fest. (Patriot

Photo by Andrew Diemand.)

FIRST TIME
HOMEBUYER
SPECIALIST

NMLS# 411232

Jessica Martineau-Tellegen
763-458-1008
jessica_m@]libertybankmn.com

NMLS# 1493691




Page 2 - Patriot, Saturday, October 11, 2025

Mayor’'s Update

As the leaves start to
change and cooler weather
is finally upon us, there is
plenty of action happening
at City Hall as local govern-
ment continues to serve the
residents of Becker.

Open Hu se

With construction fi-
nally completed on the City
Hall / Police Department
expansion, there will be
several opportunities for
residents to come and tour
the new and remodeled
building.

Tours will be avail-
able on the hour, starting
on October 23, from noon
until 4:00 p.m. and again on
October 24 from 8:00 a.m.
until noon. An evening
session will be offered on
October 28 from 4:00 p.m.
until 6 p.m.

I encourage all resi-
dents to come and see the
new facilities.

Post Office

I wish I had some news
to share about the post of-
fice situation, but despite
repeated attempts to find a
resolution, we have not re-
ceived approval from USPS
officials. We are doing ev-
erything we can to keep PO
Boxes in the City of Becker

By Mark Kolbinger
Contributing Writer

as we work towards a more
permanent solution. It is
my strong desire to keep
both operations and retail
services within our com-
munity and we continue to
pressure the USPS along
those lines. I will share
further updates as I learn
any new, additional infor-
mation.

® Kkingl' g ther

Our next local govern-
ment roundtable is sched-
uled for October 23, and it
will again be a chance for
elected officials and key
personnel from Sherburne
County, Becker Township,
Becker Public Schools and
the City of Becker to come
together and find solutions
and create efficiencies.

Monuments - Markers - Custom Cemetery Lettering {55

Monticello Memorials, LLC
217 Sandberg Road
Monticello, MN 55362

763-314-0322

www.monticellomemorials.com

W ’¢ Dan

The House has done its
job. We passed a clean, non-
partisan continuing resolution
to keep the government open
and working for the Ameri-
can people.

Unfortunately, 41 Senate
Democrats have chosen to
oppose this clean continuing
resolution five times despite
having passed the same leg-
islation 13 times under Pres-
ident Biden. Instead, they’ve
proposed their own bill,
which demands an additional
$1.5 trillion in partisan spend-
ing in exchange for fulfilling
their most basic obligation of
funding the federal govern-
ment.

Their proposal includes
FREE health care for illegal
immigrants, $500 million to
prop up failing public media
outlets, a $50 billion cut to in-
vestments in rural health care,
and billions of dollars to for-
eign countries for climate-re-
lated projects.

These aren’t Republican
talking points; these are the
real impacts of these Demo-
crats’ continuing resolution.
Buried on page 57 of their 68-
page proposal, Section 2141,
the Democrats’ continuing
resolution repeals the Work-
ing Families Tax Cut bill’s
new safeguards against waste,
fraud, and abuse in health
care spending and restores
nearly $200 billion in taxpay-
er-funded health care subsi-

Bulldog VB downs Hornets

By Mark Kolbinger,
Contributing Writer

The Becker volleyball
team picked up a nice M8
Conference win last week
in a five set victory over the
Big Lake Hornets.

Scores for the match
were: 22-25, 25-18, 25-20,
25-27, and 15-8.

“This game was our
Senior Night, honoring our
seven incredible seniors
that represent Becker Vol-
leyball to the highest level:
Adyson Petty, Courtney
Gass, Rylee Gunderson,
Jaiden Messick, Elyanna
Kuklok, Kylie Perkins,
and Brynn Koste,” Coach
Bo said. “We had a record

high of 101 team digs and
52 team kills.”

Kenna Hennessey led
the way with 40 digs, while
Payton Treptau had 18 kills
for the Bulldogs.

Mo a Ta rney

Last Saturday, Becker
went to Mora for a tourna-
ment and came away 2-2 on
the day, falling to Rush City
and Barnum before defeat-
ing Aitkin and Braham.

“We had a lot of fun at
this tournament,” Coach Bo
said. “We had 92 kills, 13
aces, and 139 digs as a team
in nine total sets played.”

Vs. Monticello

Tuesday night, Becker
finished conference play
with a 0-3 loss to Monti-
cello, as the veteran Magic

proved to be a stellar foe.

Upcoming

The Bulldogs finished
the regular season with a
Thursday night game at
St. Cloud Apollo and a
Monday matchup at Wa-
tertown-Mayer. The Sec-
tion 8AAA tournament will
commence on October 23.

Ask Ahout

Concrete Prices!

Austin Gutwasser

320.492.6364
j.austinconstruction@yahoo.com

Quality Construction - Built to
Handle Our Midwest Weather!

Custom Built to Any Size
Fast & Economical!

24x24x10......... $7,500 36x48x10......$14,000
30x40x10......$11,000 40x64x12......$18,000

Subject to local building codes, snowload requirements, delivery &

. Construction,LLC _:."

Fully Insured
#BC-20574944

more importantly, a sense
of discovery.

“We added the scav-
enger hunt this year to get
more people out walk-
ing the trails,” Hoard ex-
plained. “Just in the first
couple hours, I noticed
how many families were
out there. It’s getting peo-
ple moving and finding out
that we have trails, which a
lot of people who live here

don’t even know.”

While the event ca-
tered primarily to families
and children, there was
something for everyone.
Adults could enjoy a drink
at the Lion’s Club beer tent
before browsing a range of
vendor booths, where local
artisans showcased every-
thing from cozy knitwear
and handcrafted candles
to baked treats and statio-

By Congressman
Tom Emmer

dies to illegal immigrants.
You can read it for yourself
here: www.appropriations.
senate.gov/imo/media/doc/
fy26_democratic_continu-
ing resolution_text.pdf.

Make no mistake: the
reason that the federal gov-
ernment is shut down today
is because Chuck Schumer,
Tina Smith, Amy Klobuchar,
and 38 Senate Democrats
have decided they would
rather hold our government
hostage than join Republicans
as we govern.

Despite the shutdown,
our office is here to help you.
While government agencies
may have slower response
times during the shutdown,
we will continue working on
your behalf. If there is any-
thing we can do to help you
or your family, please do
not hesitate to reach out to
us at (763) 241-6848 or visit
emmer.house.gov.

SOLTAU
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anxiety, and that’s when
you get in trouble with your
own thoughts.”

Though his Christian
faith plays an important
role in his journey, Sol-
tau believes his message
applies universally. At its
core, he says, it’s about em-
pathy and communication.

“We need to get back
to loving each other,” he
said. “Nowadays, we’re all
involved in our phones and
we don’t know how to com-
municate with each other.
It’s tough to gauge how
somebody is doing over a
text message.”

Soltau hopes his story
can open up conversations
about mental health in com-
munities everywhere. He
has plans to launch a pod-
cast and YouTube channel
where he’ll interview peo-
ple from all walks of life
who have faced depression,
suicide, or trauma.

“l want to talk with
people from all back-
grounds,” he said. “Because
this isn’t siloed—it happens
everywhere.”

Soltau’s message
is clear: no matter what
you’re going through, your
life has value.

“You matter,” he says.
“And you’re not alone.”

From Depression &
Suicidal Thoughts to Pur-
pose is available on Ama-
zon. For bulk orders, email
info@nathansoltauyou-
matterllc.com. More in-
formation can be found at
nathansoltauyoumatterlic.
com.

FALLFEST
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nery—adding a bit of early
holiday shopping to the
mix.

Live music also added
a joyful layer to the atmo-
sphere, with old-time tunes
floating through the air,
courtesy of a Fergus Falls-
based group, The Tick-
wood Stringband, whose
banjo-driven sound gave
the festival an extra dose of
down-home charm.

Last year’s event was
more Becker-centric, but
Hoard hopes to see the fes-
tival grow into something
that represents all of Sher-
burne County. Her goal? To
draw people in with fun and
festivities, then spark their
curiosity about local history
and culture.

“They come here for
this really fun event, and
then they get intrigued with

Hornets crushed by
Thunder, 56-16

By Bill Morgan,
Editor

Homecoming  Fri-
day brought a challenging
matchup for the Big Lake
Hornet football team, as
they hosted a talented Zim-
merman Thunder squad last
Friday night.

Going into the game,
the Hornet coaching staff
knew that they needed to
execute at a high-level
and avoid self-inflicted
mistakes if they wanted to
walk away with the victory.
Unfortunately, it didn’t
happen, and the boys dug
themselves a hole that they
simply couldn’t climb out
of.

The Thunder took the
victory, 56-16.

Offensively, Jack
Midas had a strong outing
with four receptions for 94
yards and a touchdown, and
also scored on a successful
two-point conversion. Car-
ter Stromberg powered the
running game with 101
yards and a touchdown on
15 carries, while Montell
Hester contributed 53 rush-
ing yards, helping move the
chains and sustain drives.
Big Lake’s offense finished
the night with a total of 250
yards.

Defensively, the Hor-
nets were led by Alex John,
who recorded seven total
tackles, and David Soren-
son and Jackson LaRoche,
each with six tackles each.

Liam Mettler and Trevor
Couch each made key tack-
les for loss.

Special teams also saw
effort and energy, with
Jackson LaRoche averag-
ing 37.7 yards per punt and
Montell Hester and Jack
Midas providing solid con-
tributions on kick returns.

However, the Thunder
struck early and often buil-
ing up a three-touchdown
lead in the first 12 minutes.
They compounded Big
Lake’s misery by tallying
two more TDs in the second
while the Hornets were able
to notch a TD and a suc-
cessful two-point conver-
sion. Dillon Spaeth found
Jack Midas for a 45-yard
TD to make the score 35-8.

In the third, Zimmer-
man poured it on and swat-
ted the Hornets with three
more TD scores to put the
game way out of reach.
By the fourth quarter, the
Thunder had their subs in
and Big Lake was able to
get to double digits with
another score and another
successful two-pointer.
This time, Carter Strom-
berg rambled in from six
yards out and Midas pro-
vided the extra two points
on a converted pass.

Zimmerman improved
to 4-2 overall and 3-1 in
their district while Big
Lake fell to 2-4 overall and
0-4 in the Skyway Green
standings.

Becker girls soccer takes

2nd in conference

By Maria Moore,
Contributing Writer

The Becker girls soc-
cer team scored a total of
53 goals this year and only
allowed 25 goals. With
their regular season score
of 9-3-3 and their second
place finish in the confer-
ence, the team made their
mark this season.

“The team has found
much success this season
because of their team play.”
said Head Coach Arnold
Changamire. “Every player
has embraced their role and
work towards our team’s
goals and it’s shown on the

scoreboard,”

Goalkeeper Juliana
Stach (10th grade) expe-
rienced her first year in
the net and this season she
had four shut outs. Adele
Changamire (10th grade)
finished the regular sea-
son with the second most
goals scored in the state (29
goals).

Doing a great job lead-
ing the team this year were
captains Avery Atwood,
Stella Bloch, and Alyssa
Kinney.

The first section game
for the girls is on Oct, 8
against Zimmerman.

Becker boys CC hosts invite

By Maria Moore,
Contributing Writer

The Becker boys cross
country team hosted their
annual Becker invitational at
Pebble Creek Golf Course
Thurs., Sept. 25.

Alex Swanson — with
a time of 16:29.8 — be-
came the first Bulldog varsity
champion of the invitational
since Tyson Ricker in 2022.

Tanner Felton (16:50)
came in sixth. Parker Spin-
dler (16:57) came in seventh
and Evan Hubbard (17:21)
came in eighth. The Bulldogs
won the meet with a total of
43 points.

Lions Meet

Next, they traveled to
the Arrowwood Resort in Al-

the local history,” she said.

Ultimately, Hoard
hopes events like the Fall
Fest will lead more people
to explore the Sherburne
History Center beyond the
festival—visiting exhibits,
attending programs, and
perhaps even becoming
members.

“Which really helps
us,” she added with a smile.

Despite the heat—per-

exandria for the 52nd Annual
Lion’s Meet of Champions.

The boys placed fifth
with their highest ever finish
at the event.

Tanner Felton (16:40)
placed 12th with Alex Swan-
son (16:41) a second behind.
Evan Hubbard (17:24) was
next with Parker Spindler
(17:37) right behind. Next
up was Brandt Hemmelgarn
(18:19) and Holden Hubbard
(18:31).

“We are continuing to
improve in our racing strate-
gies and plans as we progress
in the season and as we keep
‘Working to Thrive in 25°,”
said Head Coach Dustin
Weege.

haps a touch too warm for
chili—this year’s Fall Fest
was a clear success. With
smiling faces, music in the
air, and pumpkins hiding in
the woods, it offered a nice
blend of festivity and local
pride.

OLD-TIME GROUP The Tickwood Stringband provided live
entertainment at this year’s Sherburne Fall Fest. (Patriot Photo

by Andrew Diemand.)

THESE THREE BOYS, (L to R): Wesley (age 4), Maddox (age
6), and Cooper (age 5) decorated pumpkins at this year’s Sher-
burne Fall Fest. (Patriot Photo by Andrew Diemand.)

GUESTS LINED UP to sample and vote on their favorite chili
at the Sherburne Fall Fest. (Patriot Photo by Andrew Diemand.)
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Dave Hawsen
IS TURNING

.........................................................................

Corn Maze, hay rides & games
d The Barn Boutique is filled
with fall décor, 60+ varieties of
{ pumpkins, gourds & squash,
honey, popcorn and

Open House
Sat.Oct.11,9-5and
Sun., Oct. 12, at noon

so much more! 80-AcreFarm
FSBO. 4BR, 4BA,
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 25,2025 | | 9241 100th Ave SE, Clear Lake e
1:00 PM - 2:00 PM Open Sept. 1- Oct. 31 C Perfect for hobby farm
SANTIACO PARK 763-670-8995 orhorses OPEN HOUSE
PRING CAMERA - PLIOTO OPPORTUNITY 163015th St. NE, Foley hosted by his family
PET LITTLE DONKEYS Call Zach Swenson Sat, Oct 18th, 2-5pm

PUMPKINS 763.300.3316 At Clearwater

Estates
Clubhouse
1100 Main St.,
Clearwater, MN

KELLER LAKE COMMONS

AS5S5ISTED LIVING

Keller Lake Commons in Big Lake, now an Assisted Living Community
offering full apartments ranging from 644 to 956 square feet. Cable is included in rents
for private pay and housing support (formerly known as GRH) renters. Accepting EW and
CADI. For more information please contact Nicole Gilder, Housing Director at
163-263-2363 or check us out online at www.kellerlakecommons.com

WILD GAME TRIMMING
(BONELESS ONLY)
P ., (o

RAND EADOW

MEATS LLC

CLEARWATER/CLEAR LAKE
FOOD SHELF FUNDRAISER

to help with the new Food Shelf building
Sat.,0ct.18th, 4pm-7pm

Clearwater American Legion, Post 323
505 Pine Street, Clearwater

v‘| C1L

“STEAKS - POR tﬁﬁ'ri’?«B TS

“HoT DOGS “HAMBURGERS
- CHICKEN - ROASTS &MORE!

WE SLAUGHTER IN-HOUSE
CALL TO BOOK AN APPOINTMENT!

105 PINE ST., CLEARWATER - 320-558-6390

Sall OR
MORE!

DINE IN ONLY!~> MUSE PRESENTE
COUPON - ONE COUPON PER VISIT
14068 BANK ST., BECKER
(ACROSS FROM SHERBURNE STATE BANK)
Hours: Sun-Thurs 11am-9pm Fri & Sat 11am-10pm

Serving lasagna, breadsticks & salad
Dinner $15 Adults, $6 Kids 10 and Under
RIENE MOTSCHKE TRIBUTE BAND

“laking vou places vor've always dreamed of and beyond™

Wllllel‘ Escape TI‘II]
Palm Springs & Lake Havasu Feb 11-March 2, 2026
Come along with Happy Trails Tours as we travel Southwest to Arizona and
California on our 20 Day 2026 Motorcoach Winter Escape. SEVEN fabulous nights
in Palm Springs and FIVE in Lake Havasu during peak season for snowbirds! From
Joshua Tree National Park to the Oasis Camel Dairy Farm, you'll experience all that
Happy Trails is known for.... great tours with a few “out of the way” stops to keep
you entertained! Add to this 29 meals. Contact Sandy. Email: happy. trails_tours@
yahoo.com. For more info: http://www.happytrailtours.com/

=~ e R

218 144'4159 (Major Credlt Cards Accepted)

Expanded
Hours

« Installation of Sewer Systems
» Sewer Inspection & Design - Septic Pumping
& Repairs - Bobcat & Backhoe Work

BUSSE’S SEPTIC PUMPING

Call for an Appointment 320-743-2482

CentraCare M Physicians Orthopedics brings Walk-In Care
to Monticello Specialty Clinic. Skip the Emergency Room ...
go straight to the specialist!

When to visit Orthopedic Walk-In Care:

Broken bones

Ligament or tendon injuries
Sports injuries

Sprains or strains

Joint injuries accompanied by
a sound or feeling of a “pop”

Injuries resulting in instability or inability
to bear weight

Pediatric orthopedic injuries for children
ages 1 year and older

Patients, ages 12 years and above,
who have concussions that occur
during sports

@ CentraCare AR, PHYSICIANS

ORTHOPEDICS

To learn more, visit CentraCare.com/

OrthoUrgentCare

A CentraCare
= Monticello

763-275-0270

OCTOBER 18, 2025

1AM -

» Big Lake Ambassadors
(face painting)

* Sherburme County
Water Patrol

« MN DNR & DNR Forestry

« CentraCare Ambulance

+ Big Lake Police

+ Lindstrom Restoration
Live fire demo

Domino’s Pizza
for all attendees

Plus refreshments
from Coborn’s

2 PM

Three helicopters:

e Life Link 11

¢ North Memarial Air Care
+ MN State Patrol

Live auto extrication
with vehicles provided by
BOB'S Towing & Recovery

[‘.-5_]" Bounce houses
el provided by State of Fun

All children (after compFetlnq

thElr punch card for ‘P Jumpkin
:h) will receive a free

pumpkin provided by 24RESTORE

Big Lake Fire Department
20243 County Rd 43 NW, Big Lake, MN 55309

Hornet runners take
10th, 11th at STMA Invite

By Ken Francis,
Contributing Writer

The Big Lake girls
cross-country team finished
10th at the St. Michael-Al-
bertville Invitational last
Thursday.

Ninth-grader Shay
France led the varsity girls
with a 41st-place finish in
21:26.

Hazel Guldseth was next
in 72nd in 23:46. Elsie Jag-
usch (76th, 24:24) and Clara
Devine (77th, 24:39) ran to-
gether. Ainsley McGuire ran
her fastest time of the year
(78th, 25:51) to close out the
scoring. Chloe Howe (79th,
26:20) and Aubri Judge (80th,
27:59) were the sixth and sev-
enth Big Lake finishers. The
girls placed 10th overall in a
deep and talented field.

“This was definitely a
step up in competition for
the girls,” said Coach Trutna.
“This is a very young team
and races like this can show
the team what is possible with
a couple more years of hard
work.”

The boys varsity placed
11th overall in a loaded field.
On another warm and humid
afternoon, the Hornets went

up against one of the toughest
fields of the season, with sev-
eral ranked AAA programs
and individual standouts in
the mix.

Theo Johnson had one of
his better times of the season
and led the team with a 37th-
place finish in 17:38, with
Jack Schmidt close behind in
41stin 17:43.

Gavin Flavin (61st,
18:13), Trent Erickson
(66th,18:23), and Eli Hen-
ning (79th,19:07) completed
the five scorers.

Max Baron (82nd,
19:17) and Eli Schaller (87th,
19:57) were the sixth and sev-
enth finishers for Big Lake.

“Overall the boys var-
sity had a rough day in the
heat. It’s been a tough couple
weeks of training and heat,”
said Coach Todd Trutna. “I
think it caught up to us a bit
today. As we begin to taper
for the end of the season soon,
we hope to see all the runners
return to form.”

The Hornets ran at Princ-
eton this past week, results
next week. They compete in
the Mississippi 8 Conference
meet Tuesday at St. Francis.
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USED CARS

220 USED CARS to choose
from. We also BUY used cars.
Guaranteed Approval! Morrie’s
Auto Connection, 559 Hwy 10,
St. Cloud (next to the red barn
Dairy Queen). 320-229-1900.
Apply online at:

www.MorriesAutoConnection.com

ASPHALT/BLACKTOP

HANSON PAVING. Residen-
tial & commercial. Driveways,
parking lots, asphalt, paving &
asphalt patchwork. No job too
small. Call for a free estimate
at 320-259-7874 office. 3636
Quail Rd., Sauk Rapids. We
accept Visa & Mastercard.
www.hansonpaving,com

OuTDOOR FURNACES

OUTDOOR FURNACES NO-
TICE - Outdoor furnace, parts
and supplies are in high de-
mand and have limited avail-
ability. With approximate lead
times of about 8 months, plan
and look ahead. Reserve now
to have one to install for this
summer or fall installation. We
feature Central Boiler furnaces
and products for complete in-
stallation. We have financing
available, and up to a $2,000
tax credit available on select
models. Reserve today. Call
or go online, 763-972-6255;
classactfurnace.com.

LANDSCAPING

i HASSAN SAND & GRAVEL
i has a large selection of dec- :
i orative rock, pulverized &:
i screened topsoil, all types :
i of driveway aggregates, :
{ wood & rubber mulch, land- :
i scape supplies, play/volley- :
i ball/mason sand, fieldstone :
i boulders, steps & natural §
i quarry stone, synthetic turf
: products. M-F 7am-4pm &
: Sat, 7am-noon. 13530 Wil-
: liamdale Rd., Rogers. 763- i

i 428-2393.
i www.HassanSand.com

more! Exp. 10/20/25

Clip this ad & save $20 off
your purchase of $100 or :

AUTOMOTIVE

MURPHY
CHEVROLET

New & Used Cars & Trucks
(320) 968-6239

www.murphychevrolet.com

n
§

—

T
t=]|
—
=

ARS & PICK UPS FOR PARTS
UPTO 2007 MODELS
ALSO BUYING JUNK CARS !
& PICKUPS :

Larry’s Auto: 320-558-2245 1
320-309-7838 - 320-248-6380

LAWN CARE

TOTAL LAWN CARE, INC.
Locally owned & operated
since 1985. Fertilization, core
aeration, guaranteed control
of: weeds, crabgrass, mos-

quitoes,

ants/ticks/spiders,

grubworms and Emerald Ash
Borer. Experience the differ-
ence. 320-685-4131.
www.totallawn.us

PuBLIC NOTICES

CSAH 23 (Sherburne Ave)
Roadway Reconstruction

== SHERBURNE
cou

NTY

Project Phase

Pre-Design

wli

Construction

JOIN US FOR AN IN-PERSON OPEN HOUSE

Residents and community members are invited to attend our in-person public
open house to learn more about the project and see the design. If you are unable
to attend, project information is available on the county’s website

WHEN:
4:00 - 6:00 pm

WHERE:

Wednesday, October 29, 2025

Becker City Park
10362 County Road 23 SE

David Roedel

Assistant Public Works Director / Deputy County

Engineer

Becker, MN 55308

There will be no formal presentation during
the open house. Stop by any time to learn
more and talk with our project team!

EMAIL
PHONE
WEBSITE

(Published in the Patriot: 10/11/25, 10/18/25).

Stay Connected

Sherburne County plans to reconstruct County
Road 23, from Parkview Dr to CR 127 in Becker
Township. This 3.0-mile project will include new
pavement, improved shoulders, a shared-use
path, and intersection safety improvements.

Construction is planned for summer of 2026.

david.roedel@co.sherburne.mn.us
763-765-3352
https://www.co.sherburne.mn.us/522
/Projects

Completed

... CLASSIFIEDS. .

Classified Ad Deadline is 1AM WEDNESDAY
For your convenience we accept:

—eoEn

MINNESOTA NEWSPAPER ASSOCIATION CLASSIFIEDS

AUTOMOBILES

GOT AN UNWANTED CAR??? DO-
NATE IT TO PATRIOTIC HEARTS.
Fast free pick up. Patriotic Hearts” programs
help veterans find work or start their own
business. Call 24/7: 1-833-485-1046. (mcn)

Get a break on your taxes! Donate your
car, truck, or SUV to assist the blind and
visually impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost
vehicle pickup and secure a generous tax
credit for 2025. Call Heritage for the Blind
Today at 1-855 977-7030 today! (mcn)

Donate your car, truck, boat, RV and
more to support our veterans! Schedule
a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup and receive
a top tax deduction! Call Veteran Car Dona-
tions at 1-888-429-2331 today! (mcn)

CABLE/INTERNET

AFFORDABLE TV & INTERNET. If
you are overpaying for your service, call now
for a free quote and see how much you can
save! 1-833-472-7954. (mcn)

DIRECTV- All your entertainment. Noth-
ing on your roof! Sign up for Directv and get
your first three months of Max, Paramount+,
Showtime, Starz, MGM+ and Cinemax in-
cluded. Choice package $84.99/mo. Some
restrictions apply. Call DIRECTV 1-866-
296-1409. (men)

FINANCIAL

Inflation is at 40-year highs. Interest rates
are way up. Credit Cards. Medical Bills. Car
Loans. Do you have $10k or more in debt?
Call NATIONAL DEBT RELIEF and find
out how to pay off your debt for significantly
less than what you owe! FREE quote: Call
1-866-552-0649. (mcn)

HEALTH & MEDICAL

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage for
400 plus procedures. Real dental insurance
-NOT just a discount plan. Do not wait! Call
now! Get your FREE Dental Information Kit
with all the details! 1-855-973-9175 www.
dental50plus.com/midwest #6258 (mcn)

PORTABLE OXYGEN CONCENTRA-
TOR May Be Covered by Medicare! Re-
claim independence and mobility with the
compact design and long-lasting battery of
Inogen One. Free information kit! Call 844-
716-2411. (men)

STOP OVERPAYING FOR HEALTH
INSURANCE! A recent study shows that a
majority of people struggle to pay for health
coverage. Let us show you how much you
can save. Call Now for a no-obligation quote:
1-888-772-8454. You will need to have your
zip code to connect to the right provider.
(men)

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY
USERS! Discover Oxygen Therapy That
Moves with You with Inogen Portable Ox-
ygen Concentrators. FREE information kit.
Call 1-833-650-5916. (mcn)

HOME SERVICES

Don’t Pay For Covered Home Repairs
Again! Our home warranty covers ALL
MAIJOR SYSTEMS AND APPLIANCES.
We stand by our service and if we can’t fix
it, we’ll replace it! Pick the plan that fits your
budget! Call: 1-833-816-2128. (mcn)

WATER & FIRE DAMAGE RESTO-
RATION. Our trusted professionals will
restore your home to protect your family and
your home’s value! Call 24/7: 1-833-879-
1480. Mold Remediation services are also
available! (men)

MISCELLANEOUS

Reach over 1.4 million homes for just
$249! Advertise your business or item with a
classified ad in the Midwest Free Community
Papers. Simple, cost-effective, and powerful.
One call, and you’re done! Boost your visi-
bility now! 888-899-6327. (mcn)

SunSetter. America’s Number One Aw-
ning! Instant shade at the touch of a button.
Transform your deck or patio into an outdoor
oasis. Up to 10-year limited warranty. Call
now and SAVE $350 today! 1-855-462-
2330. (men)

NEED NEW FLOORING? Call today to
schedule a FREE in-home estimate on Car-
peting & Flooring. Call Today! 1-833-641-
6323. (mcn)

INJURED IN AN ACCIDENT? Don’t
Accept the insurance company’s first offer.
Many injured parties are entitled to cash set-
tlements in the $1000’s. Get a free evaluation
to see what your case is really worth. 100%
Free Evaluation. Call Now: 1-833-879-1534.
(men)

Prepare for power outages today with a
Generac Home Standby Generator. Act

« MCAN

MINNESOTA
NEWSPAPER
ASSOCIATION

now to receive a FREE 5-Year warranty with
qualifying purchase. Call 1-877-228-5789
today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just a
generator. It’s a power move. (mcn)

NO MORE CLEANING OUT GUT-
TERS. Guaranteed! LeafFilter is backed by
a no-clog guarantee and lifetime transferra-
ble warranty. Call today 1-855-577-1268 to
schedule a FREE inspection and no obliga-
tion estimate. Plus get 75% off installation
and a bonus $250 discount! Limited time
only. Restrictions apply, see representative
for warranty and offer details. (mcn)

The bathroom of your dreams in as lit-
tle as 1 day. Limited Time Offer - $1000
off or No Payments and No Interest for 18
months for customers who qualify. BCI Bath
& Shower. Many options available. Quality
materials & professional installation. Senior
& Military Discounts Available. Call Today!
1-833-618-1178. (mcn)

Replace your roof with the best looking
and longest lasting material steel from
Erie Metal Roofs! Three styles and mul-
tiple colors available. Guaranteed to last a
lifetime! Limited Time Offer- up to 50% off
installation + Additional 10% off install (for
military, health workers & 1st responders.)
Call Erie Metal Roofs: 1-844-907-2386.
(mcn)

Over $50,000,000 in timeshare debt and
fees cancelled in 2019. Get free informa-
tional package and learn how to get rid of
your timeshare! Free consultations. Over 450
positive reviews. Call 877-326-1608. (men)

REAL ESTATE

'WE BUY HOUSES for Cash AS-IS! No re-
pairs. No fuss. Any condition. Easy process:
Call, get cash offer and get paid. Call today
for your fair cash offer: 1-888-715-0513.
(mcn)

WANT TO BUY

CASH PAID FOR HIGH-END MEN’S
SPORT WATCHES! Rolex, Breitling,
Omega, Patek Philippe, Heuer, Daytona,
GMT, Submariner and Speedmaster. Call
1-833-641-6646. (mcn)

WE BUY VINTAGE GUITARS! Look-
ing for 1920-1980 Gibson, Martin, Fender,
Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite, Ricken-
backer, Prairie State, D’ Angelico, Stromberg.
And Gibson Mandolins / Banjos. 1-833-641-
7028. (mcn)

Minnesota Classified Advertising Network %

ATTENTION FARMERS
Seeing white mold in your fields?
Noticing SDS? Share your location
and enter to win FREE soybean seeds
for 2026. Call Nolan 218/689-6367

IF YOU HAD KNEE OR HIP
REPLACEMENT SURGERY
and suffered an infection between
2022 and the present time, you may be
entitled to compensation. Call Attorney
Charles H. Johnson 800/535-5727

Statewide
Advertising

ONLY
$279

Call Today!
612/332-8844

HEALTH

WANTED TO BUY

WANTED:

ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES
Running or not. Titled or not. Will pick
up. Cash in exchange. Sell now before
prices fall. Call Dan at 612/720-2142

WE BUY HOUSES
for cash AS IS! No repairs. No fuss.
Any condition. Easy three step

process: Call, get cash offer and get
paid. Get your fair cash offer today by
calling Liz Buys Houses: 844/978-0683

DON’T LET THE STAIRS
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY!
Discover the ideal solution for anyone
who struggles on the stairs, is con-
cerned about a fall or wants to
regain access to their entire home.
Call AmeriGlide today! 866/852-5506

GET DISH
SATELLITE TV + INTERNET!
Free install, free HD-DVR
upgrade, 80,000 on-demand movies,
plus  limited time wup to $600
In gift cards. Call today! 855/562-4309

GET BOOST INFINITE!
Unlimited talk, text and data for just
$25/mo! The power of 3 5G networks, one
low price! Call today and get the latest
iPhone every year on us! 855/849-6621

SAFE STEP
North  America’s #1 Walk-In Tub.
Comprehensive lifetime ~ warranty.
Top-of-the-line installation and ser-
vice. Now featuring our FREE shower
package and $1,600 off for a
limited time! Call today! Financing
available. Call Safe Step 833/966-3882

Advertise here statewide
in 200+ newspapers for
only $279 per week!
Call 612-332-8844

GET A BREAK ON YOUR TAXES!
Donate your car, truck, or SUV to
assist the blind and visually
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost
vehicle pickup and secure a generous
tax credit for 2025. Call Heritage for
the Blind Today at 844/220-9501 today!

ORDINANCE #R

of Becker.

hours of 7:00 a.m. and 1:30 p.m.
/s/ Mayor Mark Kolbinger

d Series Summary

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 8
TRAFFIC REGULATIONS
IN THE CITY OF BECKER CODE

The following official summary of the ordinance referred to has
been approved by the City Council of Becker as clearly informing the

public of the intent and effect of the amendments.

Chapter 8, Traffic Regulations

This ordinance amends Section 8,06 to provide definition, riding
rules and prohibited operation of electric-assisted bicycles in the city

A printed copy of the entire ordinance is available for inspection
by any person at City Hall any Monday through Thursday between
the current hours of 7:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. and Fridays between the

ATTEST Shannon Mortenson, City Clerk
(Published in the Patriot: 10/11/25.)

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

To Satisfy Owner’s Storage Lien To satisfy the owner’s storage lien,
Safeguard Storage Solutions - Big Lake, MN will sell at public lien
sale on October 21st, 2025 the personal property in the below-listed
units, which may include but are not limited to: household and per-
sonal items, office and other equipment. The public sale of these
items will begin at 9:00 am October 21st, 2025 and continue until all
units are sold. The lien sale is to be held at www.storageauctions.com.
Online bidding will begin on October 21st, 2025 at 9:00 am and will
continue until a high bidder will be determined.

Safeguard Storage Solutions

16410 149th St SE Big Lake, MN 55309

612-405-9595

Sale to be held at: www.storag auctions.com

TENANTS IN DEFAULT:

A5 Kimberly Stringfellow
A37,A32, and A17 Nathan Larsen
B63 Kenneth Montague

(Published in the Patriot: 10/11/25,

10/18/25.)

this meeting:

changes.

October 27, 2025.
/s/ Austin Petersen
Associate Planner

CITY OF BECKER
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
Notice is hereby given that the City of Becker Planning Com-
mission will hold their monthly meeting at 6:00 p.m. on Monday,
October 27, 2025 at the Becker City Hall, 12060 Sherburne Avenue.
The Planning Commission will hold the following public hearing at

Approximately 6:00 p.m. — Public Hearing for a Prelimi-
nary Plat to be knw n as ENERGY PARK TENTH Additin in
the City 6 Becker, Sherburne Cu nty, Minnesb a — Todd Potter,
of Potter Investments LLC, and City of Becker, have submitted an
application to replat multiple properties including those currently
identified as parcel numbers 60-00501-0110, 60-00501-0115, 60-
00501-0120, 60-00006-4000, 60-00501-0010.

Follw ing the prev u s public hearing — Public Hearing fo
amendments to City of Becker Zoning Ordinance (Article 1 of
the Unified Dee Ip ment Cd e).

Proposed ordinance amendments to cannabis zoning regulations
within the Unified Development Ordinance to align with statutory

Anyone interested in this issue is encouraged to attend and com-
ment at the Public Hearing. If you are unable to attend, please pro-
vide written comment to Austin Petersen at P.O. Box 250, Becker,
MN 55308 or by e-mail to apetersen@ci.becker.mn.us by 4:30 p.m.

(Published in the Patriot: 10/11/25.)

APPLICATIONS BEING ACCEPTED FOR
SHERBURNE COUNTY
BOARD OF ADU STMENT

Sherburne County is currently taking applications for volunteers to
serve on the Sherburne County Board of Adjustment, beginning Jan-
uary 2026. This Board meets one time a month on a Thursday at the
Sherburne County Government Center in Elk River, MN and is paid
a per diem plus mileage. This Board reviews variance requests and
appeals in the unincorporated areas of the County. If you have an
interest in serving, please contact the Sherburne County Zoning De-
partment at (763) 765-4450 or for an application or on-line at https://
www.co.sherburne.mn.us/DocumentCenter/View/8

The application deadline is October 31, 2025. Appointments will be
made by the Sherburne County Board of Commissioners.
(Published in the Patriot: 10/11/25.)

STATE OF MINNESOTA
DISTRICT COURT
COUNTY OF SHERBURNE

TENTH U DICIAL DISTRICT

INFORMAL PROBATE

Cua rtFileNo 7 PR-2 6§

I

n Re the Estate of James M.

Hegge a/k/a James Milo Hegge,
Decedent.

NOTICE OF INFORMALAP-

POINTMENT OF PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVE AND NO-
TICE TO CREDITORS.

Notice is given that an Applica-
tion for Informal Appointment of
Personal Representative was filed
with the Registrar. The Registrar
accepted the Application and ap-
pointed Eileen E. Hegge, whose
address is 310 Ormsbee Street,
Big Lake, MN 55309, to serve as
the Personal Representative of the
decedent’s estate.

Any heir or other interested person
may be entitled to appointment as
Personal Representative or may
object to the appointment of the
Personal Representative. Any ob-

jection to the appointment of the

Personal Representative must be
filed with the Court, and any prop-
erly filed objection will be heard
by the Court after notice is pro-
vided to interested persons of the
date of hearing on the objection.
Unless objections are filed, and
unless the Court orders otherwise,
the Personal Representative has
the full power to administer the
estate, including, after thirty (30)
days from the issuance of Letters
of General Administration, the
power to sell, encumber, lease, or
distribute any interest in real estate
owned by the decedent.

Notice is further given that, sub-

ject to Minn. Stat. § 524.3-801, all

creditors having claims against the

decedent’s estate are required to
present the claims to the Personal
Representative or to the Court
within four (4) months after the
date of this notice or the claims
will be barred.

/s/ Pamela Kreier,

Probate Registrar

/Attest/ Katrese Ringham,

Court Administrator

Atto neyf o

Persn al Representatie

GRIES LENHARDT
ALLEN,PLLP.

Jill A. Adkins (195182)

12725 43rd Street NE, Suite 201
St. Michael, MN 55376
Telephone: 763-497-3099
Email: jill. a@g alawfirm.com
(Published in the Patriot: 10/11/25,
10/18/25).

STATE OF MINNESOTA
DISTRICT COURT
COUNTY OF SHERBURNE
TENTH Y DICIAL DISTRICT
INFORMAL PROBATE

Cu rtFileNo T PR3 %

In Re the Estate of Alquin Jo-
seph Roden a/k/a Alquin J.
Rd en,D eceased.

NOTICE OF INFORMAL
APPOINTMENT OF PER-
SONAL REPRESENTATIVE
AND NOTICE TO CREDI-
TORS (W THOUT AW LL).
TO ALL INTERESTED PER-
SONS AND CREDITORS:
Notice is hereby given that an ap-
plication for informal appointment
of personal representative has been
filed with the Probate Registrar.
No will has been presented for
probate. The application has been
granted.

Notice is also given that the Pro-
bate Registrar has informally

BL Swim/Dive team wins

By Bill Morgan,
Editor

On Caregiver, Parent
& Guardian Appreciation
Night in Big Lake, the Hor-
net swim/dive team captured
a big win while honoring the
incredible people who sup-
port the athletes.

In notching their third
team win of the season, the
Hornets tallied 107 points to
Ogilvie’s 63.

Varsity Individual

Highlights

First place in the 200-
yard Freestyle went to Piper
Fridgen (2:17.12); First
place in the 500-yard Free-
style went to Piper Fridgen
(6:17.29); Second place in
the 200-yard Freestyle was
notched by Madelyne Frid-
gen (2:23.22); Second place
in the 500-yard Freestyle
went to Madelyne Fridgen
(6:26.34); First place in the
200-yard Individual Medley
was achieved by Charlotte
Overby (2:46.52).

First place in the 100-
yard Butterfly went to Char-
lotte Overby (1:14.93); Third
place in the 200-yard Individ-
ual Medley went to Aimee Lu
(2:48.41); Second place in the
100-yard Breaststroke went
to Aimee Lu (1:25.24); First
place in the 50-yard Freestyle
was captured by Adelyn Fox
(28.92); Third place in the
100-yard Backstroke went to
Adelyn Fox (1:17.97).

Second place in the 50-
yard Freestyle was given to
Emma Wood (29.83); First
place in the 100-yard Back-

appointed the following: Valerie
Johnson, 11566 Jay St Westmin-
ster CO 80020, as Personal Rep-
resentative of the Estate of the
Decedent. Any heir, devisee or
other interested person may be en-
titled to appointment as Personal
Representative, or may object to
the appointment of the Personal
Representative. Unless objec-
tions are filed pursuant to Minn.
Stat.§ 524.3-607; and the court
otherwise orders, the Personal
Representative has full power to
administer the Estate, including,
after 30 days from the date of is-
suance of letters, the power to sell,
encumber, lease or distribute real
estate.

Notice is also given that, subject
to Minn. Stat. § 524.3-801, all
creditors having claims against the

stroke went to Emma Wood
(1:16.94); Third place in
the 50-yard Freestyle went
to Emmelia Kortenkamp
(30.06); First place in 1-Meter
Diving went to Kayleigh
Pregler (185.50); Second
place in 1-Meter Diving went
to Jacqueline Busch (137.30).

Third place in the 100-
yard Butterfly went to Elise
Warnke (1:22.88); First place
in the 100-yard Freestyle went
to Abigail Fridgen (1:02.25);
Second place in the 100-yard
Backstroke was captured by
Abigail Fridgen (1:17.13);
Second place in the 100-yard
Freestyle was won by Maia
Wenderski (1:07.37); Third
place in the 100-yard Free-
style went to Emma Conklin
(1:14.53); Third place in the
500-yard Freestyle went to
Greta Schwirtz (6:55.41);
Second place in the 100-yard
Breaststroke went to Kyla
Wenderski (1:25.24).

Vs. Princeton

The Big Lake Girls
Swim and Dive Team made
waves Oct. 2 with a powerful
win over Princeton, scoring
107 to 79. This marked the
fourth victory of the season.

The swim/dive event
gave the team the chance to
celebrate their seven senior
swimmers and divers, along
with their two incredible se-
nior team managers.

Those seniors were:
Emma Conklin, Adelyn
Fox, Aimee Lu, Brooklyn
May, Kayleigh Pregler, Greta
Schwirtz, Maia Wenderski,
Britta Vagle, and Alexis
Gosewich.

Estate are required to present the
claims to the Personal Representa-
tive or to the Court Administrator
within four (4) months after the
date of this Notice, or the claims
will be barred.

/s/ Pamela Kreier,

Probate Registrar

/Attest/ Katrese Ringham,

Court Administrator

Atto neyf o

Persn al Representatie
SAMUEL V CALVERT

Attorney License No.: 1431X
1011 2nd ST N STE 107

St Cloud MN 56203

Telephone: 320-252-4473

E-Mail: calcloud@g ail.com
(Published in the Patriot: 10/11/25,
10/18/25).
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* PARAPROFESSIONALS
* CUSTODIANS
* FOOD SERVERS/
DISHWASHERS
* BUS AND VAN DRIVERS

763.428.2225

RAYZ

WINDOW S
CLEANING : N A
: | MULCH - ROCK - BLACK DIRT - SAND
g ADDITIONAL PRODUCTS AVAILABLE!

1 : WE CAN LOAD OR DELIVERY AVAILABLE!
RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL °

$56-300-iiign : | Lo marie

MON. - FRI., 7AM TO 5PM
AND SAT., 8AM TO NOON

FOR INFORMATION ON ALL OUR OPENINGS, PLEASE VISIT WWW.BECKER.K12.MN.US
QUESTIONS? CONTACT ANGELA 0SWALD @ 763-261-4502, OPTION 3

BECKER PUBLIC
SCHOOLS IS HIRING
SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS!!

$2,000 SIGN ON BONUS!!

—EXCAVATING—

15920 HWY. 10, BECKER - 763-262-0871

AUCTIONS

*NOW OFFERING PAID TRAINING
*MINIMUM OF 3.5 HOURS A DAY WITH

++40 s UPCOMING AUCTIONS ++ ¢+ +

SUNDRY OCTOBER 12TH WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 15TH OPPORTUNITIES FOR MORE
@ 11:00AM @ 4:00PM Up to $60 per route based on experience.
ANTIQUES, HOUSEHOLD & TOOLS ANTIQUES, HOUSEHOLD & FURNITURE W& o C 9
* th, tal,
SUNDAY OCTOBER 19TH ANTIQUES, COLLECTIBLES, * Pi?d |oers(i)nn;Jl l, sick, and ﬁ;ﬁgagyz yearreun CONTACT US TODAY!
@11:00AM nggsgﬂgﬁ%)ggﬁmh;glg‘gfgm * PERA (Public Employee Retirement Assoc.) 763-261-4588
Sherburne ANTIQUES, OUSEHOLD & TOOLS & SHo * 403 (B) Matching Retirement Options
State Bank
ey . : 3825 §m(m0woon DR.Zr3{E. S%UKORA?IDS, MSN )
erburne Ave., :ST.CLoUD, E 0 Hioy 23 LEFT ON 40TH (F :  Di
Becker, MN 55308 uéﬁ(ﬂ.ﬁ [I]NSLIE:aENT[;NFOI:I:NNHAELFJTANI.'ISTTKNTIOOLIILEUKJU(ITGI':)SN! De‘.’elo.pmg Self I?lreded Learners to.
763.261.4200 Thrive in a Changing Global Community
THIS IS A PARTIAL LISTING. B.P. & MN tax applies.
See website for more: 320-267-1963
www.midwestauctions.com/sharer [ @ Q "
Hjour Keith Sharer Auction Service = & Hs) )
. Becker Public Schools
CO m m u n Itg Developing self-directed learners to thrive in a changing global community
newspaper . COME JOIN THE CUSTODIAL AND MAINTENANCE TEAM AT BECKER
EMERGENCY

PUBLIC SCHOOLS WHERE EVERY SKILL LEVEL CAN THRIVE!

Are you ready to be part of a team that values YOU?
Becker Public Schools is looking for enthusiastic individuals of all skill levels to join
our custodial and maintenance team. Whether you’re just starting out or bringing

= SERVICE!

IS brought to
you by the

ad\[ertlsers years of experience, we welcome candidates of all skill levels who are passionate
.. about creating a clean, safe, and positive learning environment for our students.
within. Please SRSt 3 415:0019 ¢ What We Offer.
il : WALl SERVING BECKER, BIG LAKE, ELK ™. + Total Wellness Package: Comprehensive medical, dental, and life
SUpport them. B e S L T SIS

 Time Off / Flexible Summer Hours: Generous paid time off, paid
holidays, and flexible summer hours for a healthy work-life balance.

+ Financial Security: Pension plans and employer retirement matches.

+ Training & Development: Continuous opportunities to enhance your
skills and advance your career.

Why Choose Us:

+ Purposeful Work: Contribute to the well-being and success of students
by maintaining a clean and safe school environment.

+ On-the-Job Training: We provide training and onboarding for all new
hires to ensure you have the tools necessary to succeed in your role.

+ Work-Life Balance: We offer generous paid time off, including holidays,
because we understand the importance of rest and rejuvenation.

+ Recognition: Your hard work doesn’t go unnoticed — we appreciate and
celebrate our team’s achievements.

+ Inclusive Team: Join a supportive team that values each member’s
unique skills and perspectives.

- Stability: Full-time positions with competitive benefits.

Responsibilities:

+ General Cleaning: Perform routine cleaning tasks in classrooms, offices,
restrooms, and common areas.

+ Basic Maintenance: Assist in minor maintenance tasks and report facility
issues promptly.

« Maintain Campus Safety: Follow safety standards, procedures, and
guidelines at all times.

« Community Engagement: Be a friendly face in the school community,

This community newspaper is proudly brought
t0 you by the advertisers within. Shop local.

Dr. Mitchell
Gossman

Dr. Melanie

“Dr. Gossman did an amazing job with
my cataract surgery. I would highly
recommend him!”

— Mike Nehring, Cataract Surgery patient

R o

SPECIALIZING IN:

« Blurred Vision

e <D

- Cataracts - Diabetic Eye

) SCHEDULE YOUR interacting positively with students and staff.
- Glaucoma - All Other Eye Disease LIFE-CHANGING Qualifications:
- Dry Eyes Disorders - Macular EXPERIENCE + Education: High School Diploma, or equivalent.
- Routine Eye Exams Degeneration Now! + Basic Skills: Ability to learn and use cleaning equipment and supplies.

+ Physical Capability: Ability to lift up to 50 pounds and perform physical
tasks.

+ Good Communication: Effective communication skills and a customer-
service-oriented mindset.

Attributes of Successful Candidates:

Accepting all major insurance including Medicare.

<@> | Eye Associates

628 Roosevelt Rd., Suite 101

of Contint Plinmesolar St. Cloud. MN 56301 « Thrive in fast-paced environments.
; * Take pride in your work and maintain a positive attitude.
WWW.EAOFCM.COM 320-774-3789 + Quickly adapt to change and different work scenarios.
S - + Comfortable with being on your feet.

How to Apply:
Apply online: www.applitrack.com/becker/onlineapp/

For questions about the position, please contact Rick Kraus,
Director of Building and Grounds, at 763-261-6345 or
rkraus @isd726.org
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Only available due to ajob relocation,
this well-maintained home has seen
appror. $150000 in improvements
since Aug 2024. 3 BR, 3 baths, plus

aden & office that can flex os extra
sleeping spaces. Primary suite includes
two closets, ajetted tub & a separate
walk-in shower. Recent updates include
staining the cedar siding, new lakeside
stairs,  spacious paver patio,fresh
shoreline rp rap, aluminum dock panels,
quartz countertaps, an Andersen patio

door & a new asphalt driveway-all designed for long-term lakeside enjoyment.ith 307 feet of frontage
wrapping around a point, you wil enjoy the natural sand/hard rck battom shoreline. Lake Francis is ane
of the area's premierlakes, offering 10-12- ft clarity & over 100 acres of full recreation fun. The sellers
would ike to sell this property ‘tum-key” ready for the next owners to enjoy. The pontoon & ift can

even be included with the right offer. Take in beautiful sunrises over the tranguil waters & don'tlet the
elevation deter you. There is a golf cart/ATV path for easy lake access. Perfect as a year-round residence
or weekend retreat 74308 323rd St. South Haven, N MLS# 6797722. $989,900.

Call Patrick Splinter, 612-437-1383.

Located just a short walk to downtown
Foleyis this Value priced property. What
agreat opportunity to getinto a home at
alow purchase price. Sure it could use a
fttle TLC, butitis certainly livable howit
is.ith three bedrooms on the main level,
abathroom, and an unfinished bosement

forfuture expansion, the possibilities are nearly endless. Come check out this great property! 330 Tth
venue Foley,MN. 56329 - $149,950. MLS# 6778126, Contact Rick Seagraves, 320-282-5656.

Great opportunity to be on the lake
with minimal investment to start.
Sellerisincluding the pontoon,
dock, and trailer so you can enjoy
the loke e immediately. There

is a well on the property that was
recently installed as well as an
incineratortoilet. The 2009 Park
Hodel camper will stay with the
property as wel, which is a great

start to this amazing ltle slice of lake shore. Lake Marie and Lake Louisa are joined by a channel which
you can navigate easily by boat and are a combined 330 acres. Both lakes have amazing fishing and of
course some fun water sports too! Come enjoy the lake with family and friends, enjoy a fire at the fire
pit listen to the loons at night,its an amazing experience! MLS* 6778126. $149,950. Call Rick
Seagraves for a private showing, 320-262-5656. 16698 105th Street NW, South Haven, HN 55362

Ron Sherwood
Realtor®

763-442-5949

Patrick Splinter
Realtor®

612-437-1383

EdinaRealty.

Jim Splinter
Realtor®
320-980-0560

Rick Seagraves
Realtor®

320-282-5656

Located on Main Street
64 Oak Ave, $.
o www EdinaRealty.com

S WANNANDALERS]

JOIN US
FOR CO-ED
SOFTBRLL
BIG LAKE LIONS PARK

SUNDAYS, 3:30
SEPT 7-0CT. 26.
CALL DEB 763-568-5558

BUILDING
$PECIALS

Quality Building Supplies
t Affordable Prices
Since 1975 _

BOOK YOUR ORDER!
LATCHAM-LIND LUMBER &
POST FRAME BUILDINGS

Call for a FREE estimate

117th Ave., Milaca
(north end of Milaca off Central Ave)

320-983-6304+1-800-818-1846

HEAD FOOTBALL
COACH DWIGHT
LUNDEEN, is set to re-
ceive a Hall of Fame
award from the Min-
nesota State High

School Coaches As-
sociation this week-
end in Minneapolis.
(Patriot Photo by Bill
Morgan).

== 2/ PLUMBING - HEATING -

We're committed to helping you

through each and every season.
Valley, service teams are trained
to prepare your machine for any
weather conditions, and know
what your irrigation system needs
to stay ready.

Schedule your Valley-certified
preventative maintenance
check today.

valleyirrigation.com

G R A N D 155] STATE STREET

320-743-3000

COOLING-DRAINS

CLEAR LAKE, MN 55319

WINTER IS COMING.
ARE YOU READY FOR IT?

Field of Fouth comlng in the spring of 2026

By Bill Morgan,
Editor

A recent graduate of
Becker High School is hitting
the big time with a full feature
documentary on one of the
most inspirational people in
the State of Minnesota.

Matthew Warhol, a 2025
graduate of BHS, has been
feverishly collaborating with
numerous friends and asso-
ciates to put together a mo-
tion picture depicting the life
of Dwight Lundeen and his
association with Fellowship
of Christian Athletes. It’s
entitled, Field of Faith and is
planned to have a release in
the spring.

Warhol’s company,
American Motion Picture,
was birthed this past year
when Warhol was in a media
class at school. He and his
classmates and friends were
looking for a subject for a film
study when Warhol started
kicking around the idea of
doing a feature on the be-
loved Dwight Lundeen, who
in fact had been Matthew’s
head coach while he played
football for the 2025 State
Champions where Becker
beat Totino Grace for the state
title last fall.

Warhol has always been
interested in the movies and
in theater as he grew up. In
the fourth and fifth grade
he took community theater
classes and even took acting
classes in the city to see where
his ambitions might lead. He
began getting involved in
short films and started look-
ing at professional modeling
and acting — leading to audi-
tions for jobs in Los Angeles.

Then he started thinking
he needed to be more practi-

MATTHEW WARHOL
has all the attributes to make
his lifelong dream of making
movies a realty. It all starts
with Field of Faith, com-
ing next spring. (Submitted
Photo).

cal and started looking into
going to college in Montana
in the field of mechanical
engineering. But the movie
bug wouldn’t let him and he
returned to his first love and
began seriously considering
making movies.

“I started by making
movies on my Iphone and
Ipad and worked with Mr.
Changas in media production
at Becker,” Warhol said. “I
then got connected with three
friends and started working
on Field of Faith.”

In January of 2025, War-
hol and his team began pro-
duction on Field of Faith, a
movie about Coach Dwight
Lundeen, and how he has
shaped the lives of thousands
of young men and women on
and off the field.

Field of Faith is the story
of one of the state’s greatest

high school football coaches
to ever work the gridiron.
Lundeen started the Becker
Football program in 1970 at
the age of 22 years old with
only 17 players. The school
was very small with about 30
students in each grade.

Lundeen has grown the
football program at Becker
into one of Minnesota’s pow-
erhouse programs, winning
four state championships, as
well as 20 section champion-
ships, 22 conference champi-
onships and nine prep bowl
appearances.

Lundeen’s impact also
extends off the field as his in-
fluence has trickled down to
his coaching staff who have
gone on to have the same
success as Dwight in their
own coaching careers. In his
tenure, Lundeen has helped
over thousands of young
men go on to become quality
fathers, husbands, brothers,
friends and members of their
communities.

Warhol isn’t in the field
of movie-making for the “one
and done” prospect but has a
plan to continue to develop
stories for the screen through
his dreams and passions.

“We have a decade-long
plan to try and revive the
media,” said Warhol. “We
want to do faith-based movies
and documentaries through
our studio.”

Warhol said not all Hol-
lywood productions are bad
but there’s definitely room
for improvement.

“Take Lord of the Rings
for instance,” he said. “That
movie carries a fundamen-
tally religious tone because
its themes and symbolism are
deeply influenced by Tolk-
ien’s Christian faith.”

Warhol says LOR has
the obvious battle of good
and evil as well as the con-
cepts of sacrifice, humility
and key Christian-like themes
and spiritual impressions, all
woven into the narrative’s
fabric.

Warhol also wants to
take on the opportunity of
reaching kids in his produc-
tions in the future.

“I think Disney and Hol-
lywood are veering away
from morally sound movies
and I think we need to set that
straight,” he said.

Warhol also mentioned
how Charlie Kirk has been
extremely influential and in-
spiring in his life and credits
Kirk with keeping his own
vision of doing good in the
forefront of his dreams.

Warhol’s documentary
explores how Lundeen’s
commitment to ministry and
mentorship has guided his
successful career and pro-
foundly impacted generations
of young people. Instead of
focusing solely on his football
success, the film highlights
how Lundeen’s purpose is to
help his players become great
adults, husbands, fathers, and
community members.

His team members in-
clude, Scott Doss, Emily
Kutzler, Aiden Radeke, Car-
ter Reckelberg, Kaden Ger-
vasi, Josh Coen and Logan
Massey.

The movie will release
for free in the spring of 2026.
To check out the trailer, visit:
www.youtube.com/shorts/
Ud9Esjuclxc. OR go to
Warhol’s American Motion
Picture website at: american-
motionpicture.studio.

Lundeen to receive
another HOF award

By Bill Morgan,
Editor

Dwight Lundeen may
have to add an outbuilding
or construct an addition to his
Becker home just to house his
ever-growing award and tro-
phy collection.

This weekend, Lundeen
will be attending the MSH-
SCA (Minnesota State High
School Coaches Association)
Hall of Fame Banquet at the
Sheraton Minneapolis West
in Minnetonka to receive his
fifth HOF award in his distin-
guished career.

Lundeen has been Beck-
er’s one and only football
coach since 1970 when he
birthed the football program
at the age of 22. Becker was
a tiny, rural school with about
30 students in each grade
when Lundeen kick started
the program and of those stu-
dents, 17 decided to go out for
the inaugural season of 1970.

Class sizes are now
around 200-250 students
with 230+ playing football in
grades 7-12.

As of 2025, Lundeen is

entering his 56th season at
the helm of the program and
has a record of 415 wins, 165
losses and three ties. He is just
21 wins away from breaking
the Minnesota high school re-
cord held by Mike Mahlen of
Verndale, who is the all-time
career wins leader with 435
career wins (as of this date).

Lundeen has four state
championships under his belt,
20 section championships, 22
conference championships
and nine Prep Bowl appear-
ances.

Lundeen’s other honors
include being the President
of the MFCA in 1992, win-
ning the Minnesota Power
of Influence award in 20009,
being named Minnesota Vi-
kings Coach of the Year in
2012 and 2024 and being
named MNFCA Man of the
Year in 2015. He also won
the National Power of Influ-
ence award in 2023 and his
HOF honors came in 2009
(Mn Football Coaches HOF),
2014 (Activities Director
HOF), 2015 (MSHSL HOF)
and 2019 (National Coaches
Association HOF).

LPI Player of the Game

By Bill Morgan,
Editor

Tristan Kowalkowski,
junior quarterback, was
named Player of the Week
for his outstanding game at
Totino-Grace.

He completed 25
passes for 275 yards and
two touchdowns. He also
rushed for another TD.

Head coach Dwight
Lundeen said, “I enjoy
coaching Tristan. He works
hard every day to get bet-
ter... He is very coachable.”

“Tristan played his
best game on Friday night.
Everyone at the game got
to see a high school quar-
terback play the position
amazingly well.”

JUNIOR QB TRISTAN
KOWALKOWSKI was named
“Player of the Week” for his
outstanding performance in
last week’s game against To-
tino Grace. (Submitted Photo).

Eagles getrevenge from 2024, down Bulldogs 30-20

By Bill Morgan,
Editor

The Becker Bulldog
football team received pay-
back for their state title last
year as Totino-Grace won its
fourth straight game on Fri-
day at home, beating Becker
30-20.

Friday’s game was a re-
match of last year’s Class 4A
Prep Bowl, won by the Bull-
dogs, 24-8.

The Eagles got two of
their scores from long range
last week, scoring touch-
downs of 80 and 98 yards.

The 98-yard touchdown run
by Ben Bergan came just one
play after the Eagles’ defense
stopped Becker on a fourth
and goal from the two-yard
line in the third quarter.

The Eagles struck first
when Henry Cone tossed a
short screen pass to Jaden
Miller. Miller made a Becker
defender miss and rumbled
80 yards to the endzone. After
a missed extra-point attempt,
the Eagles got out to an early
6-0 lead.

Becker got on the board
early in the second with a
sustained drive that led to an
eight-yard touchdown pass

from Sawyer Brown. Senior
Sebastien Cabrera caught
the ball for a relatively easy
score.

Totino-Grace responded
on the ensuing drive when
Henry Cone scored his sec-
ond touchdown of the night,
this time on the ground. He
broke off a 20-yard run to the
endzone for another big yard-
age play for the Eagles.

At halftime, the score
was TG 13, Becker 7.

In the third, Becker had
a chance to tie the game up or
take the lead. However, the
Totino-Grace defense held
firm and came up with a goal-

line stand. On the first play of
the Eagles’ drive, Benjamin
Bergan broke a tackle at the
line of scrimmage and ran
down the field for a 98-yard
touchdown run to put Toti-
no-Grace up 20-7.

The Bulldogs responded
on the next drive with a sus-
tained march down the field
that ended in a one-yard quar-
terback run up the middle
for a Tristan Kowalkowski
touchdown.

On the ensuing drive,
the Eagles completed an-
other long pass and catch
from Cone to senior tight end
Luther Bunge. Bunge was

pushed out at the three-yard
line, which set up another
Cone rushing touchdown to
put the Eaglesup 27-13 as the
third quarter ended.

The Bulldogs refused
to quit in the fourth quar-
ter, when Kowalkowski hit
Cayden Goodell with a 31-
yard strike, bringing the Ea-
gles’ lead back to just seven
points at 27-20.

Unfortunately for the
visitors, Totino-Grace got the
ball back and closed out the
game with sustained posses-
sion punctuated by a 16-yard
field goal to give the Eagles
their revenge over Becker

with a 30-20 victory.

Kowalkowski finished
with 273 yards through the
air on 25 of 37 passing and
two TDs. Brown had 52 yards
rushing on six carries to lead
the rushers and Adam Wip-
per led the receiving corps
with 10 catches for 87 yards.
Goodell finished with three
catches for 42 yards.

The defense was led
by Bennett Kujawa with six
tackles.

The Bulldogs (3-3) took
on Rocori at home Friday
night (full report on game in
next week’s Patriot).





