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Deadlines
NEWS DEADLINES

With the newspaper wrap up 
occurring Wednesday evening, all 
news items submitted to run that 
Saturday must reach our office by 

Wednesday morning by 11 a.m.

SPORTS DEADLINES
Coaches and assistants are 

expected to contact our sports 
writers by Wednesday morning, 
11 a.m. at the latest to have their 

information included in that 
week’s publication.

CLASSIFIEDS DEADLINES
Information for classifieds need to 
be submitted to our staff by noon 
Wednesday to be included in that 

week’s publication of the PATRIOT.
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LEGALS/CLASSIFIEDS/OBITS

Call 763-275-0275 
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legals.kathy@patriotnewsmn.com
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reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com
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@ our website: 
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We are now 
in Palmer!

8     I N S E RT S
•  Fo o d  P r i d e 
•  C o b o r n ’s
•  R u n n i n g s
•  B e cke r  Tr u e  Va l u e

Inside
CLEARWATER

A DNR Youth Hunter Education and 
Firearm Safety course is available 

in Clearwater at the 
Clearwater Legion. 

See the story on page 8. 

COUNTY
The Sherburne County Board of 
Commissioners tabled its vote 
Tuesday on establishing new 

district boundaries. 
See the story on page 3. 

BECKER
Sandra Zylla-Rolf has opened a 

new art studio and store on Han-
cock Ave. in Becker. 

See the story on page 7. 
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By Bill Morgan, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

Excited to go to a 
Twins game after their 
flurry of acquisitions this 
spring?

Well ,  you 
might have to lit-
erally jump on a 
bandwagon be-
cause the North-
star train won’t be 
available for com-
muters out of Sher-
burne County.

Declining rid-
ership and extra 
costs to run the 
train are two big 
reasons Metro 
Transit decided to 
unplug the public transpor-
tation option for Twins fans 
in 2022.

Metro Transit is plac-
ing the blame for the de-

cision on Anoka County 
— one of three counties 
that provide funding for 
the service. According 
to Metro Transit, Anoka 
County — the commuter 

rail’s largest funding part-
ner — has withdrawn their 
portion of funding the train.

“Metro Transit would 
like to be able to provide 

more Northstar service to 
Twins games,” a represen-
tative with Metro Tran-
sit said. “Unfortunately, 
Anoka County, the largest 
county funding partner for 

Northstar, is withholding 
their share of Northstar op-
erating funds. As such, we 
cannot take on additional 
costs to Northstar service 

at this time.”
The downturn on rid-

ership since the pandemic 
has seen the train average 
more than 60,000 riders per 
month in the year before 

the pandemic to  just 
about 2,000 monthly 
riders over the past year. 
That’s a 96% plunge!

With the rail line’s 
future in limbo, Metro 
Transit has pulled back 
significantly on North-
star’s operations. Last 
May, Metro Transit 
was having trains make 
just 20 trips a week, 
down from 72 before 
the pandemic. North-
star has been operating 
two southbound trains 

to Target Field Station in 
the morning and two north-
bound trains to Big Lake in 
the evening.

The trains that do oper-

ate are hardly full.
The Northstar line cur-

rently has trains running 
into Minneapolis from Big 
Lake, Fridley, Coon Rap-
ids-Riverdale, Anoka and 
Ramsey Stations.

However, if one is 
looking to catch a ball-
game, one might have to 
jump in the SUV, fill it up 
for $80 and make the trek 
downtown on one’s own. 
Of course there’s parking 
costs to consider as well.

Or, one can move the 
TV to the lawn, unfold 
some lawn chairs and “pre-
tend” to be seeing Byron 
Buxton climbing the walls 
or Carlos Correa making 
throws from deep shortstop 
in person. 

“Take me out to the 
ballgame...” — well it 
won’t be the Northstar!

Northstar Line service to 
Twins games scrapped

By Mark Kolbinger,
Contributing Writer

Last Wednesday, 26 
residents from Palmer 
showed up at the Town 
Hall for an open house to 
hear about the township’s 
efforts to date in the acqui-
sition of a 40 acre parcel of 
land known locally as the 
“Wipper Pit” – formally 
known as parcel #40-021-
2300 – which sits west of 
town on 42nd St.

Supervisors Steve De-
meules and Richard Larson 
led the informational meet-
ing, with Demeules pre-
senting a powerpoint that 
explained the township’s 
work to date. Both men 
also answered questions 

from residents that centered 
around the purchase price, 
environmental concerns 
and past, current and possi-
ble future uses of the land.  
Board Chairman Mike 
Ganz was present in the 
audience, but has recused 
himself from the decision 
making process because of 
a conflict of interest.

Demeules started the 
presentation with a pic-
torial history of the land, 
including aerial photos dat-
ing back to 1938; by 1953, 
a photo showed evidence 
that mining operations had 
started on the property.

From there, a discus-
sion ensued regarding sev-
eral suggested uses that 
have been proposed for the 

tract, including the estab-
lishment of a transfer sta-
tion for yard waste, which 
has long been a goal of the 
county and local residents.

“It wouldn’t be a com-
post facility, as that’s a 
completely different set of 
rules,” Demeules said.

Generally, most people 
agreed that having a yard 
waste collection area could 
have a positive effect on 
water quality on area lakes.

Additional potential 
uses that have been dis-
cussed included a dog 
park, clean up day hosting 
site, sewage dump station 
for RV’s – especially ice 
houses – and a storage area 

SUPERVISORS STEVE DEMEULES AND RICHARD LARSON enjoyed a lighter 
moment at last Wednesday’s Open House to discuss the Palmer Board’s continued 
work towards the acquisition of a 40 acre parcel of land known as the “Wipper Pit.” 
(Photo by Mark Kolbinger.)

Palmer board holds Open House 
to discuss land acquisition

BECKER PD PART TIME POLICE OFFICER DEREK JACOBSON (left) was recently 
awarded the Medal of Valor by the Buffalo Police Department.  Officer Jacobson 
also works as a Full Time Police Officer for the City of Buffalo.  The award was 
due to his response and actions during the shooting at the Allina Health Clinic in 
Buffalo on February 9, 2021.  The Medal of Valor is not given out often and is con-
sidered in many departments as the highest award given to officers who demon-
strate courage, bravery and work above and beyond the call of duty. Presenting 
Jacobson his medal is Buffalo Police Chief Pat Budke (right). (Submitted photo.)
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By Bill Morgan, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

A local sports advocate 
out of Clearwater is being 
inducted into the Minne-
sota Wrestling Coaches 
Association Hall of Fame 
next month.

Jim Repke, Clearwater,  
attended Annandale High 
School, graduating from 
there in 1975.  He qualified 
for the state tournament his 
senior year in the sport of 
wrestling.  

Along with wrestling, 
Jim also lettered in football 
and track.  

Upon graduation, Jim 
enlisted into the U.S. Ma-
rine Corps, where he was 
stationed for four years in 
the Philippines.  After he 
was honorably discharged 
in 1980, Jim started his 
career at the Minnesota 
Corrections Facility in St. 
Cloud, where he worked 
for 31 years before retiring 

in 2012.
Jim has been an official 

for 32 years.  He has been a 
state tournament official for 
over 20 years as well as a 
college official for 15 years.  
He was a Charter Clinician 
for the MSHSL for 10 

years.   Jim is well-known 
in the St. Cloud area, and 
he has been consistent and 
dedicated to his profession.  
He has been courteous and 
professional in dealing with 
wrestlers and coaches. 

The Hall-Of-Fame 
banquet will be held May 
7 at McKinney’s on South-
side in Benson, MN. Other 
inductees include: Steve 
Carlson (athlete), Neil Jen-
nissen (coach), Dan Lefeb-
vre, (coach), Tony Nelson 
(athlete), Ron Sanders 
(coach), Zach Sanders (ath-
lete), Kevin Steinhaus (ath-
lete).

Jim resides in Clear-
water with his fiancé Pat-
tie Maile; he has two kids, 
Nicholis Repke (wife 
Lucy) and Nicole Kujawa 
(husband Tim)  Jim has six 
grandsons, ages 10-15, and 
all are involved with wres-
tling.

JIM REPKE of Clearwater is 
being inducted into the wrestling HOF 
(Photo from Facebook).

Clearwater official headed to HOF
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Looking to advertise? 
Call 763.275.0275 

today!

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

763-262-2889

www.jeddelohsnyder.com

• Family Law
• Real Estate
• Business Planning
• Business Litigation
• Wills & Trusts
• Estate Planning
• Guardianships

101 Jefferson Blvd.
Big Lake

Business & professional services  directory

935 Clearwater Professional Building
(320) 558-2201

Mon.: 8:30-4:30 • Tue.: 9-5 • Wed.: 8:30-4:30
ALSO: 1500 Northway Drive, St. Cloud

Member of American 
Academy of Dental 

Group Practice Bethany Blonigen, DDS
Brent Deragisch, DDS

“A Reason 
to Smile!”

DentalAttorneys
PETERSON - 

GRIMSMO
FUNERAL CHAPEL

Serving your 
community since 1933

250 East Broadway
Monticello, MN 55362

763-295-2918
Our family serving yours!

Funeral

Try our fast & accurate tax service. We help you 
find every available deduction. Small business & 
farms welcome! Over 35 years at this location. 

CLEARWATER TAX 
& ACCOUNTING SERVICE LLC

935 Clearwater Center (next to The Kettle) • (320)558-6800
www.ClearwaterTax.net

NEW CLIENTS - Clip this ad to redeem for a 10% discount.

GIVE 

YOURSELF 

A BREAK!

Taxes

Looking to advertise? 
Call 763.275.0275 today!

EVERYDAY PEOPLE.
EXCEPTIONAL RESULTS.

www.HallerRealtyHomes.com
Becker Office

12908 1st Street
763-207-6683

Sauk Rapids Office
1310 2nd Street N

320-255-1911

HISTORIC CLEAR LAKE HOME

$219,900
• Restored w/new carpet & fresh paint
• 10-ft. ceilings, main floor laundry, 4 bedrooms
• New windows & newer roof
• Additional adjacent lot for sale

Real Estate

Area News

Serving the Metro &
Surrounding Areas Since 1967
www.c-sblacktopping.com
Major Credit Cards accepted 

FREE ESTIMATES
aa  ““ggrreeeenn””  ppaavviinngg  ccoonnttrraaccttoorr

RESIDENTIAL COMMERCIAL
PAVING CONTRACTORS

763.428.2225

Blacktopping

Explore
Clearwater/ Clear Lake

Business Expo!

Sunday, May 1st, 10am - 1pm
Clearwater American Legion, 

Running simultaneously with the 
Sunday Legion Breakfast 

Come and meet your local businesses!
Raffles and Prizes!!!

 Business Expo!

LEGAL THCLEGAL THC
No Prescription • No Doctors

Delta 8 — Delta 9 — Delta 10
THCO — THCP — HHC

Downtown Elk River / Albertville Crossing
763.267.7141 763.276.1530

www.sacredleafmn.com • facebook@sacredleafminn • sacredleafmn@yahoo.com

CBD

Easter Services
Rejoice 

  LUTHERAN CHURCH
1155 CR 75, Clearwater

320-558-6851
Maundy Thursday

April 14, 6:30 pm Worship Service 
with Holy Communion

Good Friday, Service April 15, 6:30 pm
   EASTER SUNDAY 

    April 17, 9:30 am
Worship Service with Holy Communion

    www.rejoicelutheranchurch.org

763-261-5751 • 11755 Sherburne Ave., Becker • www.faithlutheran-becker.org

Sat., April 9, Easter Egg Hunt 3-4:30pm
Sun., April 10, Palm Sunday, 9:30am
Th., April 14, Maundy Thursday Worship 
w/ Holy Communion, 6pm
Fri., April 15, Good Friday Worship, 6pm
Sun., April 17, Easter Service, 9:30am

All are welcome, with no exceptions at all!

Easter 
Services

Big Lake Community Fair
Saturday, April 23, 2022 • 10am - 1pm

Big Lake High School
FREE Admission! • FREE Food! • FREE Giveaways! 

9 Bikes and Scooter/Skateboard Combos will be given away!
BLHS Jazz Band

BLHS Chamber Choir
BLHS Treble Choir

BLHS Poetry Winners
Evolution Tae Kwon Do

Starz Dance
Robotics, BB, 
Face-painting 

Caricatures by 
William Morgan

Gold Sponsors:

SILVER SPONSORS: Big Lake Spud Fest, Fed Ex Ground, Minnco Credit Union, Minnesota Limited, Park Dental, Casey’s, Coborn’s, 
First Class Mortgage, Window Concepts of MN, Starz Dance Studio, Edina Realty -Ryan Benjamin and Wruck Sewer & Portables

Proceeds for high school volunteerism scholarships

ORDER BY APRIL 10

Baked Goods · Pastries & Coffee · Salmon Soup · Brunch
Pasty · Home Decor · Baby + Kids · Furniture · Mother’s 

Day Gifts · Flowers · Health + Wellness · etc!

1860 Co Rd 39 NE
Monticello MN
llcmchurch.org

Simply
Scandinavia

Etc.

ORDER BY APRIL 10

Baked Goods · Pastries & Coffee · Salmon Soup · Brunch
Pasty · Home Decor · Baby + Kids · Furniture · Mother’s 

Day Gifts · Flowers · Health + Wellness · etc!

1860 Co Rd 39 NE, Monticello MN | llcmchurch.org

Simply Scandinavia, Etc.

• Waterfront• Waterfront
• Residential• Residential
• Acreage• Acreage
• Hobby Farms• Hobby Farms

Jim Splinter 
Realtor®

320-980-0560

Ron Sherwood 
Realtor®

763-442-5949

Rick Seagraves 
Realtor®

320-282-5656

Nancy Loidolt 
Realtor®

651-235-3709

Patrick Splinter
Realtor®

612-437-1383

Candice Lehn 
Realtor®

763-744-6124

Premier Listing Premier Listing 
Specialists for...Specialists for...

www.EdinaRealty.com Located on Main Street, 
64 Oak Ave., S.

www.edinarealty.com

12908 Bayview Road, South Haven. Custom built, year-round cabin 
(2009) on Clearwater Lake. Almost 100’ of level lake shore with no 
steps. All living on one level, in-floor heat, custom cabinets, custom 
stone countertops, large vaulted kitchen/living rooms, mini split 
AC unit, huge bonus room & gorgeous East facing wall of windows 
to capture amazing sunrises! MLS# 6168145. $484,900. Call Rick 
Seagraves 320-282-5656

11587 Quist Ave SW, Cokato. Wonderful country setting located on 10 beautiful, 
rolling acres. Beautiful 2021 salt water in ground pool with a sand play 
area. Huge heated 3-car garage over 1, 200 square ft, Updated kitchen with 
newer slate appliances, tiled backsplash, gas FP in LL, walk out basement. 
Amazing updated private master bathroom & upper bathroom full remodel. 
6 panel doors Expansive deck, sunroom. This home is a must see. MLS# 
6172680. $550,000. Contact Ron Sherwood, 763-442-5949. 

OUR GROUP IS READY TO SELL YOUR HOME OR PROPERTY. OUR GROUP IS READY TO SELL YOUR HOME OR PROPERTY. 
WE AVERAGE TWO SALES PER WEEK!WE AVERAGE TWO SALES PER WEEK!

for township road repair 
material.  

Demeules explained 
that last year, the town-
ship signed a purchase 
agreement for $200,000 
for the property, which 
had originally been listed 
for $235,000. He noted 
that the township has a full 
opt-out clause in place for 
the property, relating to a 
current phase 1 environ-
mental study that is being 
conducted by West Central 
Environmental Consul-
tants.

Several residents 
questioned the purchase 
price for the land, feeling 
that $5,000 per acre was 
too much to pay since 
the county taxable value 
in 2021 was listed at 
$135,600.  

Demeules responded 
that values are rising rap-
idly and the county is ex-
pecting values to increase 
by approximately 20% for 
the 2023 valuations.

For comparison’s 
sake, it was noted that the 
township was offered a 
seven acre parcel adjacent 
to the current Palmer Park 
for expansion, but that pur-
chase would have been in 
the $250,000 range.

Next, a sketch of the 
parcel was presented, with 
locations for the possible 
uses, as well as a descrip-
tion of the Interim Use Per-
mit (IUP) that would need 
to be obtained from Sher-
burne County to establish 
the transfer station.

Demeules reviewed 
that there had been a meet-
ing with county officials 
in January, followed by a 
meeting with Vonco, Inc. 
representatives about the 
possible collection of the 
organic yard waste mate-
rials for a project the com-
pany is developing related 
to food waste recycling.

SCORE grant funds 
would be one revenue 
source used for the transfer 
station, which likely would 
be free for residents to use 
in dropping off brush, lawn 
clippings and even weeds 
harvested from area lakes.

Commercial dumping 
of brush and yard waste 
materials was discussed, as 
was the amount of traffic 
the transfer station might 
produce.

Another topic that 
drew questions from the 
audience related to the 
amount of concrete and 
other materials that have 
been dumped at the site 
over many years.

Demeules had ob-
tained a quote in the 
amount of approximately 
$37,000 to crush and re-
claim some 4,000 tons of 
concrete, although most 
people believe there are 
many additional tons at 
the location. The crushed 
concrete could be used for 
the establishment of roads 
at the site or used on other 

PALMER from page 1

township projects.  Excess concrete could also be sold to 
generate revenue for the continued development of the 
site.

Getting back to the environmental study, Demeules 
noted that the phase 1 report should be complete soon 
and depending on the consultant’s recommendations, 
there likely could be more testing needed on the land and 
groundwater to determine if there were additional pollut-
ants that would need to be mitigated.

The consultant did discover that in the 1970’s, the 
State of Minnesota reviewed the property and declared 
it a dump site.  Other residents spoke of the area being 
used as a community dump and wondering what might be 
contained in the soils and mounds on the property. One 
resident even volunteered his time and the use of his skid 
loader to clear wooded areas on the property to aid in the 
soil and water sampling efforts.

“We are waiting for the consultant’s plan and quote 
for the next steps of what might need to be done,” De-
meules said.

Several of the residents lived adjacent or near the site 
and voiced their support for testing the area to determine 
what environmental impacts might be located there. This 
idea seemed to draw a level of consensus, as residents 
noted it would be good to test the water and soil regard-
less of if the township goes through with the purchase.

Demeules then outlined some of the supporters of the 
project, which seem to be concentrated along the lakes, 
including the TLID, SWCD and BLCA members.

Several other issues were discussed at the meeting, 
but perhaps the one that drew the most attention was that 
of continued mining activity at the site. Several years ago, 
there was a proposal from a large company who had plans 
to operate the gravel pit, which would have brought an 
increased amount of traffic and noise to the area.  It was 
reported that at that time, the plan had drawn considerable 
backlash from residents in the area.

Demeules responded that having township control of 
the parcel was one way to ensure that mining operations 
didn’t start back up in the future.

“We have no plans to have a mining operation there,” 
he stated, while also noting that the current landown-
ers could have sold to a company who would operate a 
gravel pit or asphalt plant. He explained that the township 
doesn’t have the legal authority to prohibit a company 
from doing additional mining at the parcel.

One resident asked if a special election would be held 
to determine the next steps, but Demeules indicated that 
was unlikely and that the township board will continue 
to be transparent with the process moving forward.  One 
resident opined that there were only 25 or so people at the 
meeting out of perhaps 3,500 township residents, despite 
the meeting being well-publicized.

“Thank you for coming tonight,” Demeules told the 
crowd, as he wrapped up the meeting and assured resi-
dents he will be in touch with the recommendations for 
the next steps.
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Big Lake News

& Auction/Sales Event
Thurs., May 5, 4-7:30 pm

Jack & Jim’s Event Center
1025 Duelm Rd., NE, Foley

Purchase tickets 
in advance for a 
chance to win a 

$50 gift card!

(Tickets available at the door)

Wild Rice Sausage $2.79 lb
IN 5-LB BAGS - REGULAR FLAVOR ONLY

this is the only week! this sausage goes on sale each year!

PORK LOIN 
CHOP

$2.29 LB

LEAN GROUND 
BEEF 

$3.99 LB

CHEDDAR 
STICKS

 $9.99 EA.

BEEF TOP 
SIRLOIN STEAK 

$7.99 LB

JUMBO COOKED 
SHRIMP 
$8.49 LB

Cut fresh daily - choice 
grade boneless

Tail off - 21/25 
count per lb.

Cut fresh daily in 10-lb. 
bags - 1/2 Loin

1.5 lb. pack
Award Winning Recipe

Fresh ground in 3lb. 
chubs - 83% Lean

TUE APR 19 – FRI APR 22, 2022

FREE HOTDOGS, 
COFFEE, LEMONADE 
& COOKIES DURING 

THE SALE!

MANY MORE IN-

STORE SPECIALS

108 years!108 years!

By Ken Francis,
Contributing Writer

After a brief public 
hearing with minimal pub-
lic comment Tuesday, the 
Sherburne County Board 
tabled its vote on establish-
ing new commissioner dis-
trict boundaries.

The board had been 
considering  five possible 
options for redistricting to 
bring each commissioner 
district’s population within 
the required 10% of each 
other. Some of those op-
tions required cities and 
townships to create pre-
cincts. Commissioner dis-
tricts have to follow city 
and township precinct lines.

The board had antic-
ipated debating different 
options after the public had 
a chance to give input. But 
Auditor/Treasurer Diane 
Arnold said none of the 
townships were interested 
in adding precincts.

“All of the townships 
have met, and from the 
resolutions that have been 
submitted to us, they’re 
not going to be adding any 
additional precincts,” she 
said.

The county has until 
April 26 to complete the 
redistricting process, and it 
is unlikely there will be any 
new information presented 
by then that will make a dif-
ference to the final option.

Administrator Bruce 
Messelt said Option 1, 
which includes precinct 
changes in some Elk River 
wards, is the only option 
that still fills the redistrict-
ing population require-
ments.

“As of the today, this 
is the only option that re-
mains. The change on this 
particular map is in the Elk 
River precinct areas,” he 
said. “The result of this re-
districting would be that the 
two commissioner districts 
that are up for elections 
this year would remain. In 
addition, two other com-
missioner districts would 
also be required to have an 
election because of change 

in population represented.”
If Option 1 is adopted, 

elections would be re-
quired in Dist. 1 (Barbara 
Burandt), Dist. 2 (Raeanne 
Danielowski), Dist. 3 (Tim 
Dolan) and Dist. 4 (Felix 
Schmiesing).

The vote is scheduled 
for the April 19 meeting.

SSTS Loan Program
The board approved an 

amendment to the county’s 
Subsurface Sewage Treat-
ment System Low Interest 
Loan Program.

The program was es-
tablished to provide low 
interest loans to help  prop-
erty owners replace or mod-
ify their existing sewage 
treatment system to bring 
them into compliance. The 
cost of many systems is 
often beyond what property 
owners can afford.

The amendment pro-
vides additional funding 
for single family residents. 
Originally, the loan amount 
was capped at $20,000. 
Under the change, residents 
are now eligible for 100% 
coverage up to $20,000 and 
95% for any project costs 
over $20,000. It also sets a 
two-percent interest rate for 
any approved loans.

Farm Friends
The board gave its ap-

proval for the Farm Friends 
to move ahead with a park-
ing lot on its site in Becker 
Twp. Friends Board Chair 
Jean Johnson said the site 
plan includes an entrance 
and exit access, one onto 
27th Ave. and one onto 
a future road that has not 
yet been designed or con-
structed.

There is no county 
money involved in the proj-
ect.

Orrock Town Hall
The board approved 

a conditional use permit 
(CUP) request by Orrock 
Twp. to build an addition 
on the current township hall 
located on a 1.66-acre lot at 
26401 180th St. NW in Or-
rock Twp. Variances were 
approved by the planning 
commission on Feb.10, 
2022, for a 32’ x 42’ (1,344 

County tables 
redistricting vote

sq. ft.) addition.
Other Business
In other actions the 

board:
• Approved a MN 

Lawful Gambling Applica-
tion for Exempt Permit for 
City of Big Lake Firefight-
ers Relief Association to be 
used for a raffle on Aug. 13, 
2022 at the Big Lake Fire 
Department;

• Approved the trans-
fer of excess budget dollars 
in the amount of $150,000 
into the Year End Savings 
(YES) account;

• Approved the County/
Club Trail Agreement with 
the Elk Lake Easy Riders, 
Big Lake Sno Cruisers and 
the River City Snow Riders 
snowmobile clubs for the 
county to act as sponsor 
for the Snowmobile Trails 
Assistance Program for the 
fiscal year of July 1, 2022 
to June 30, 2023;

• Approved a con-
tract with Greater Minne-
sota Family Services to 
provide website updates 
and maintenance services 
for the Stronger Together 
Building Resilience (STIR) 
network, which is a com-
munity network focused on 
understanding trauma and 
building resilience. The 
budgeted project request  is 
$3,500;

• Approved a con-
tract for Targeted Mental 

Health Outreach Services 
with WAYCAN (Women 
and Youth Community 
Action Network) to create 
a youth group in the St. 
Cloud area that will engage 
youth and families from 
diverse communities. The 
requested budgeted amount 
is $11,000;

• Set a public hearing 
for May 3 at 9:05 a.m. in 
order to comply with the 
Annual Report requirement 
under the Municipal Sepa-
rate Storm Sewer System 
(MS4) General Permit for 
2022.

• Approved the collec-
tive bargaining agreement 
with AFSCME Assistant 
County Attorney Unit for 
the term of Jan. 1, 2022 
through Dec. 31, 2024;

• Approved an agree-
ment with SRF Consulting 
Group to provide engi-
neering services for the re-
construction of Co. Rd. 4, 
from 10th Street NW to Co. 
Road 45, in the amount of 
$293,917;

• Proclaimed the week 
of April 10-16 as Public 
Safety Telecommunica-
tions Week;

• Proclaimed April 26, 
2022 as County Staff Ap-
preciation Day.

Submitted article

(Editor’s Note: The 
following article was sub-
mitted by Wright County.)

With COVID-19 ap-
proaching its second an-
niversary of impacting the 
world, the U.S. federal gov-
ernment is allowing house-
holds to request a second 
round of four COVID rapid 
tests at no charge. Those 
who have already received 

four tests to a mailing ad-
dress can request four more 
by going to www.covid-
tests.gov and filling out the 
mailing information. Deliv-
ery is done through the U.S. 
Postal Service and should 
be delivered in approxi-
mately two weeks.

Feds authorize 2nd leg of free 
COVID-19 home rapid tests
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TO THE EDITOR:
What are we doing to ourselves? Oil and 
natural gas prices are going up because 
of two factors. The first factor is because 
of the stringent regulations imposed by 
Biden on oil drilling and fracking in our 
country.  Instead of being an exporter, 
energy independent, we now import oil.  
This means there is less oil available on 
the world market, raising prices.  Oil 
companies can not be assured the costs 
of the new regulation will allow for prof-
its if they drilling new wells. The second 
factor is the Ukraine war and the Rus-
sian Oil. Why is Russia in Ukraine and 
why is China placing offensive weapons 
on Pacific islands they do not own? Our 
Strategic Oil Reserve (SOR) is for emer-
gencies/war. We could be in a war where 
we need the SOR and can’t defend our-
selves because we do not have the oil. If 
we want to lower the oil prices, then we 
need to lower the regulations to realistic 
regulations, then build pipelines and re-
fineries.  This would make us energy in-
dependent again. Once again, we are our 
own worst enemy regulating ourselves 
out of jobs and allowing other countries 
to profit without regulation and polluting 
the planet.
Barry VanBuren
Clearwater, MN

TO THE EDITOR:
I agree with Karen of Annandale (some-
what). There is global warming hap-
pening. Seen and unseen, this has been 
going on for sometime. But she’s only 
looking at the small picture. It’s not only 
happening in Minnesota, but it’s hap-
pening around the world. The demise of 
mankind (global warming) started when 
man and woman discovered fire. The 
man invented the wheel. When the dino-
saurs died and left this planet with fuel 
for the caveman and woman to keep his 

fire going, to keep warm and to cook his 
family’s food. I think to reverse global 
warming, we should do as the caveman 
did. Walk softly and carry a big club.
Gary Kisner,
Becker, MN

TO THE EDITOR:
Why is a jury only now taking up whether 
the Parkland shooter gets life or the death 
penalty?  Nikolas Cruz was captured on 
February 14, 2018, hours after walking 
into Stoneman Douglas H.S. in Parkland 
Florida where he shot 34 people, killing 
17.   There was no question as to whether 
or not he did the shooting.  What should 
have happened to this individual is that 
within a week of his capture he should 
have been executed, preferably by firing 
squad on live TV. Instead he has been 
kept alive in relative comfort, fed three 
squares a day, given free medical care, 
been converted into a cash cow for the 
legal profession and allowed to be re-
vered by a small segment of the country 
that wishes to follow his example. Our 
judicial system is broken. I don’t care 
about rehabilitating this monster.  Less 
than a 100 years ago if this would have 
happened, Cruz would have been put 
down almost immediately to serve as a 
lesson/deterrent to anyone, no matter 
their mental state/ability, to not perform 
a similar act.  Today however psychiatric 
professions wish to endlessly study every 
broken individual, and we are told that 
the death penalty is not something one 
human would do to another human. How 
many murders have since been were car-
ried out by someone who admired Cruz?  
Imagine a mass murder like this happen-
ing in your neighborhood, what would 
you want done to the killer?
Bret R. Collier
Big Lake, MN

Letters To The Editor

Adressing an Ag Community Crisis
(Editor’s Note: The fol-

lowing column was submitted 
by Rep. Tom Emmer.)

This week we’re back 
in Washington for another 
round of votes. We will also 
be paying our respects to the 
Dean of the House, Represen-
tative Don Young of Alaska. 
Representative Young has 
always been a friend and 
mentor to me since I came to 
Congress. He will be sorely 
missed on many levels. 

Legislatively, we have a 
busy week in the House Fi-
nancial Services Committee 
as we continue to fight for 
financial freedom and inno-
vation. 

Paying our Respects 
Today, we said goodbye to 
a good friend and the Dean 
of the House, Alaska’s Rep-
resentative Don Young. Don 
was a great mentor to me 
and he served the people of 
Alaska with enthusiasm and 
steadfast commitment for 
nearly 50 years in office.

Don is lying in honor 
in the United States Capitol 
today, a moving tribute to 
a life spent in service of the 
American people. Don, you 
will be missed.

Celebrating National 
Agriculture Week 
Last week, we celebrated 

National Agriculture Week, 
recognizing the important 
contributions of Minnesota’s 
agriculture community. In 
Washington, we’re work-
ing on legislative solutions 
to the many challenges our 
farmers are facing, like stress 
and input costs (you can read 
more on that below.) Our 

farmers and producers de-
serve to be celebrated, too.

Last week, my office 
hosted two roundtables to 
connect with the Sixth Dis-
trict’s ag community. The 
first was focused on raising 
youth interest and aware-
ness for careers in farming 
and ranching. The future of 
agriculture depends on our 
youngsters finding a future in 
growing and ranching, and I 
was thrilled to have Minne-
sota Farm Bureau President 
Dan Glessing help us lead the 
conversation.

MFB President Dan 
Glessing with participants in 
Congressman Emmer’s youth 
ag roundtable

My office also hosted a 
series of conversations with 
our Ag Advisory Council. 
These leaders in the Sixth 
District’s ag community help 
me stay current with the pri-
orities and challenges that 
our farmers are facing. As al-
ways, we are grateful for their 
leadership and guidance.

Thank you to our farm-
ers for keeping our shelves 
stocked and plates full. Your 
work is not forgotten, this and 

every week.
Addressing Crisis in 
our Ag Community 
Our farmers are again 

facing profound challenges 
ahead of the spring plant-
ing season, with commodity 
prices not keeping pace with 
soaring input costs on fertil-
izer and feed. In fact, fertilizer 
prices are now their highest 
on record.

The developing crisis in 
Ukraine has only made prices 
rise more sharply. The United 
States imported an estimated 
$10.3 billion worth of fer-
tilizer for crops in 2021. Of 
that, $1.3 billion came from 
Russia—which because of 
sanctions is no longer on the 
market.

We have other options 
for fertilizer imports. Earlier 
this month, I sent a letter to 
Chair of the International 
Trade Commission Jason 
Kearns asking that he lift 
duties on fertilizer imports 
from Morocco, Trinidad and 
Tobago to lower costs and 
increase the supply of fertil-
izer available to American 
farmers.

Upcoming Tax 
Filing Deadlines
As March comes to an 

end, the federal tax filing 
deadline is just around the 
corner. This year’s process 
might present more confu-
sion than years past. You can 
find resources to guide your 
filing process on my web-
site. For larger questions and 
concerns, my casework team 
stands ready to help. You can 
contact them by calling my 
Otsego office at (763) 241-
6848.

By Congressman 
Tom Emmer

Ensuring Affordable Health Insurance
(Editor’s Note: The fol-

lowing column was submitted 
by Sen. Mary Kiffmeyer.)

In 2016, due to 
Obamacare forcing the end 
of the MN Comprehensive 
health insurance program 
(created decades before for 
Minnesotans with pre-exist-
ing health conditions), pre-
miums skyrocketed and led 
to the near collapse of the 
private health care insurance 
market across Minnesota. As 
a result, insurance premiums 
for the individual market in-
creased by double digits, as 
high as 30-49% yearly. 

This disaster led the 
legislature to pass the rein-
surance program in 2017 to 
help stabilize premiums for 
Minnesota families’ and cre-
ate greater choice. Following 
reinsurance implementation, 
costs stabilized and every 
county in Minnesota has at 
least two health care plan op-
tions to choose from.   

During the first three 
years after the program was 
implemented, premiums 
decreased by 25.5% in Min-
nesota as compared with 
an increase of 25.9% for 
the United States overall. 
Reinsurance has proven so 
successful that several other 
states have created programs 
like it since 2017.

However, the program 
faced a cut due to opposition 
from Governor Walz this last 
year. As a result, the costs 
picked up by the program 
were reduced resulting in 
the largest annual premium 

increase since the program’s 
inception. 

To address this, Senate 
Republicans passed legis-
lation this session to extend 
our state’s successful reinsur-
ance program for another five 
years. The proposal would 
return the coinsurance level 
to 80%, which will save the 
average enrollee $130 per 
month. 

Without this program, 
studies suggest premiums 
could rise as much as 36% in 
the individual marketplace in 
2023. According to the De-
partment of Commerce, it is 
estimated 15,000 Minneso-
tans will lose health insurance 
without the program.

As families face rising in-
flation rates, it’s more critical 
than ever to stabilize Minne-
sota families’ insurance rates 
in the individual market. The 
program extension will help 
prevent people from going 
bankrupt and being moved 
onto public health insurance. 
This will also help ensure that 
Minnesotans continue to have 

multiple affordable options 
for health insurance.

Fighting for 
Firefighters 
During last year’s ses-

sion, we passed legislation 
in response to the health cri-
sis in fire service members. 
The legislation addressed the 
alarmingly high incidence of 
cancer and cardiac issues fac-
ing some of the 22,000 fire-
fighters across the state. 

And recently in the Sen-
ate Judiciary Committee, 
which I serve on, this bill was 
again heard to clarify who is 
eligible for benefits and how 
its insurance option interacts 
and conforms to insurance 
regulations. 

Clarification language 
now defines that the insur-
ance option is to be offered 
to active-duty firefighters. 
Additionally, any firefighter 
that has been diagnosed with 
cancer or heart disease after 
Aug. 1, 2021, qualifies for the 
policy, provided they apply 
for coverage within the 12-
month window beginning 
after their diagnosis.

Our firefighters put their 
lives at risk and on the line 
every day, and some now 
face long-term health issues 
due to their selfless service 
to their communities. It is 
critical to support the health 
and well-being of firefighters 
through quality critical care 
policies, and the clarifications 
made to this bill will better 
support these brave men and 
women.

By Sen. 
Mary Kiffmeyer

Modernizing the Postal Service
(Editor’s Note: The fol-

lowing column was submitted 
by Sen. Tina Smith.)

I wanted to share some 
information on what we re-
cently delivered on in the 
Senate: newly passed bi-
partisan legislation that will 
ensure the Postal Service 
maintains six-days of de-
livery per week—changes 
were under consideration—
and puts the Postal Service 
on better financial footing 
after years of beleaguered 
budgets. It’s now headed to 
President Biden’s desk to 
be signed into law, and I’m 
proud to have cosponsored 
this legislation and helped 
get it over the finish line.

Minnesotans and 
Americans across the coun-
try rely on the Postal Ser-
vice—it’s how we get our 
medicine, Social Security 
checks and veterans bene-
fits. And it’s also how many 
of us vote. Its services are 
so vital that it’s included in 
our Constitution. No matter 
where you live, you rely on 
the Postal Service.

Yet, as you may know, 
the Postal Service has been 
plagued by unfair financial 
burdens. These challenges 

have made it hard to de-
liver reliable service, espe-
cially in the long run. I’ve 
been pushing in the Senate 
to ensure the USPS gets the 
stable footing it needs, so 
I’m proud we could deliver 
on this legislation.

Reforming the 
Postal Service 
The bipartisan Postal 

Service Reform Act will 
modernize the USPS and 
make it more transparent, 
accountable, and finan-
cially stable. It’s also sup-
ported by Republicans and 
Democrats, postal workers, 
unions, and businesses.

Here is what it will do:
• Ensure there are no 

cuts to delivery by perma-

nently requiring the Postal 
Service to deliver six days 
per week;

• Save taxpayers $27 
billion over the next decade 
by eliminating an unusual 
requirement for the USPS 
to pre-fund retiree health 
benefits 75 years into the 
future;

• Require all future 
Postal Service retirees to 
enroll in Medicare. Ap-
proximately a quarter of 
retirees did not enroll in 
Medicare despite paying 
into it and being eligible. 
This will save taxpayers an 
additional nearly $23 bil-
lion over the next decade;

• Modernize the USPS 
by requiring a public-fac-
ing, online dashboard, so 
Minnesotans and Ameri-
cans can see how it’s per-
forming.

This bill is long over-
due, but its passage is sig-
nificant.I am proud to have 
supported this legislation. 
And I look forward to see-
ing its impact on the growth 
and longevity of this essen-
tial service for generations 
of Minnesotans and Amer-
icans to come.

By Sen. 
Tina Smith

Hey! What’s Going On?
All kinds of things are 

going on in the community 
lately, it seems. Some of 
these are really exciting. So 
I thought I’d share some of 
the things I’m looking for-
ward to or keeping an eye 
on as the weather starts to 
warm up.

Art Studio
On Tuesday I had the 

pleasure of meeting Sandra 
Zylla-Rolf, who is opening 
a new art studio today in 
Becker. Sandra has the kind 
of awesome energy we all 
remember from our favor-
ite school teachers, and it 
seems like her classes will 
definitely be worth check-
ing out! I look forward to 
signing up and learning 
some new skills. 

New City 
Administrator
Greg Pruszinske left 

the city in pursuit of a new 
job up north, and his posi-
tion has finally been filled. 
I met Greg Lerud at the city 
council meeting on Tues-
day, and he seems like he’s 
eager to go! I always ap-
preciate talking with some-
one who seems passionate 
about their job. Good luck 
to him as he steps into his 
new role!

Warm Weather 
Is anyone starting to 

itch to get outside? It seems 

like I’ve been cooped up 
indoors for the last six 
months. Mr. Blue Sky, 
please tell us why you had 
to hide away for so long! 
I’m ready for taking long 
walks and dragging my 
kayak out of the garage!

BLPD Chief Search
I recently had a chit 

chat with one of the tal-
ented Big Lake Police Of-
ficers (I won’t name them, 
to preserve their privacy) 
and it seems like the hunt 
for a new chief is coming 
along. I’m excited to see 
who fills the role! It seems 
to me that Acting Chief 
Sam Olson is doing an ex-
cellent job in the meantime 
keeping the department 
running smoothly. After the 
changes in leadership over 
the last year, it will be great 
for the city to once again fill 

the chief role.
Becker School Board
Speaking of upheaval, 

there’s a lot going on at 
Becker Schools lately, and 
I was surprised to learn 
that two board members 
resigned last month. The 
board is searching for can-
didates to fill the roles for 
the remainder of the mem-
bers’ terms. Could be a 
great opportunity for some-
one looking to serve the 
community!

Fire Dept. Dance
The Big Lake Fire Re-

serves will be holding their 
annual dance at the fire 
hall in August. I know it’s 
a ways away, but it sounds 
like a lot of fun! I missed 
their recent chili cookoff. 
So I’m hoping I can attend 
the ball and support the 
department this summer. 
Something to put on the 
calendar anyway!

Easter
The Easter Bunny is on 

his way! Be on the lookout 
for hidden eggs! I’m look-
ing forward to having din-
ner with my family, and of 
course giving thanks to the 
sacrifice Jesus made so we 
can enjoy springtime and 
community. Have a great 
holiday, everyone!

By Katherine Cantin
Staff Writer
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FT, PT & On-call Caregivers - All Shifts

Make a difference for 
individuals with 
disabilities as a DSP

Search jobs and apply online at:
sevitahealth.com

Call Rachel for more information: 763-377-2357
SevitaHealth.com

Employment

Apply in person, 1 mile east of Becker, 
137th left, 1/8 mile on left. 612-747-0163    

NOW HIRING!
KASOWSKI GROUP

• FT FARM LABOR
• FT EQUIPMENT OPERATOR • FT FARM MECHANIC

 

 
Find meaningful 
employment.  
Build upon  
your skills. 
Create positive 
change.  

Cargill is one of the largest, most diverse and most successful food companies in the world, and our 
purpose is to nourish the world in a safe, responsible and sustainable way. We prioritize our employees’ 

health and well-being, who are essential to the food supply chain. Our broad scale and scope allow you to 
take your career anywhere you’d like; providing you with new opportunities for you to grow, develop and 

make an impact on the future of our business. Choose Cargill and take your opportunity to thrive! 
 

Cargill is an Equal Opportunity Employer, including Disability/Vet. 

Cargill is Now Hiring for Production roles in Monticello and Big Lake! 
 

Apply Online Today! 
 

 
Scan the QR 

code with your 
smart device 

to apply! 

Benefits Include: Overtime Potential, Vacation & Holiday Pay, Health 
Insurance, 401(k), Tuition Reimbursement, Life Insurance & Short Term 
Disability, Employee Discounts, and much more! 

$1,500 Sign-On Bonus! 
1st Shift Food Handler – $17.25+ /hour 
2nd Shift Food Handler – $19.25+ /hour 

3rd Shift Sanitation – $20.80+ /hour 
Maintenance Tech Multiple Shifts - $28.65 – $30.65+ /hour 

 

Visit: careers.cargill.com/Monticello-mn  or   careers.cargill.com/Biglake-mn     
 

                                                

Monticello          Big Lake 

Apply within:
Nutrien Ag Solutions

Attn: Brad or Tom
20190 W Hwy 10  Big Lake, MN 55309

(763) 263-2518  EOE

SEASONAL CLASS A & B DRIVERS

Retirees & College
Students Welcome

NOW ACCEPTING
APPLICATIONS FOR

Custom agronomy
application, experience
preferred but not required
Able to attain commercial
applicator license
Clean MVR, CDL, or able to
attain

AGRONOMY APPLICATORS

NOW HIRING SEASONAL & FULL-TIME POSITIONS

Cokato
190 Jackson Ave
(320)286-6142

Local deliveries
Must have clean MVR &
CDR pref, not required

AGRONOMY DRIVERS

Skid steer, forklift, &
general yard help

AGRONOMY LABORERS

WANT EXTRA INCOME?
RECENTLY RETIRED? 

JO IN  OUR TEAM!

Little Falls
13146 Haven Rd
(320)632-9310

Santiago
2168 168th Ave
(763)662-2285

St. Martin
111 Main St

(320)548-3245

Watkins
500 4th St N

(320)764-9635

centrasota.com/careers

TIME FOR 
A NEW JOB?
• Accounting & Credit Clerk
• Admin Asst.
• Comm. Drafter
• Customer Care/Sales Rep
• Sous Chef/Cooks
• Welder
• Staff Accountant
• Bookkeeper - 15 hrs/wk
+  AND MORE!

Now Hiring!

320-251-1038 
expresspros.com/stcloudmn

Check out our 
express jobs 

app today!

Call to
phone 

screen!

click, call, or text 
to learn more!

No Fees! Apply Today!

Jubilee Liquors Associate
Part-time cashier/stocker, mostly evenings, every 
other Saturday. Includes only one Sunday per 

month. Seriously, totally awesome schedule!
Perfect job for retirees. 

Come join our wonderful team!
Apply in person

13400 1st St., Becker

STOP IN FOR AN APPLICATION TODAY!

FT Diesel Mechanic

320-558-6565 
925 Shorty Street

Clearwater, MN 55320

Looking for a responsible and motivated
individual! FT w/rotating Saturday shift. 

We offer competitive pay, commission and
full benefit package for FT employees.

EOE

CASHIER/
DELI ASSOCIATE

Deli Plus
BECKER

Come join our Spectacular Team!

Shell

APPLY IN 

PERSON!

Part/Full time position. 4 am - 12 noon and other day 
shifts along with every other weekend.

Must be 18 years or older. We welcome retirees.

Production Openings
Malco Products, SBC, located in Annandale, MN offers you a great employment opportunity without the 
long commute. As the nation’s leading manufacturer of specialty precision hand tools for the HVAC 
industry, Malco is seeking a multi-talented individual to work in ourproduction area. Please check out 
our website for specific production job openings at www.MalcoTools.com

•Assemblers • Machine Tool Operators • Punch Press Operators
• Shippers  • Stockroom/Receiving Clerks

The starting pay is $18.20/hour to $20.38/hour. Second shift receives a 6% shift differential. We offer 
a flexible benefits program where you can pick and choose many options in our plan. We are a 100% 
owned Employee Stock Ownership Plan (ESOP) company where all employees are shareholders of 
company stock. Along with the excellent starting wage and benefits program, we have a clean, safe, 
climate controlled working environment

To apply, complete the online application or print and complete an application found at malcotools.com 
and mail, fax, email or deliver the application to:

MALCO PRODUCTS, SBC
Attn: Human Resources Manager
P.O. Box 400, Annandale, MN 55302-0400
Facsimile: (320) 323-4441   Email: hr@malcotools.com

Work in Central Minnesota’s 
“Heart of the Lakes” area! 

NOW
HIRING

Apply at: 24614 US Hwy 71, Belgrade, MN 56312  
Email your resume to hiring@bayerbuilt.com

Bayer Built  
Woodworks, Inc., providing  
quality product and unparalleled service to 900  
dealers throughout the Midwest, is looking to fill the 
following positions:

• Route Drivers

Competitive pay and benefits, a  
positive and clean work environment, 
and opportunities to advance your  
career with a local company that 
continues to grow. 

$10,000  

Sign On Bonus

• OTR Drivers
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Auctions
ADVERTISING SIGN & ANTIQUE AUCTION

SATURDAY, APRIL 16, 2022 @ 10:00 AM
3825 Shadowood Dr. NE.Sauk Rapids,MN

Directions: St. Cloud, E. on Hwy 23 Left 0n 40th  (Follow Signs)

THIS IS A PARTIAL LISTING. B.P. & MN tax applies. 
See website for more: 
www.midwestauctions.com/sharer 
Keith Sharer Auction Service

320-267-1963

PORCELAIN SIGNS:  John Deere, Coca-Cola, Piper Cub, TWA, 
Veedol,  Porcelain license toppers, Dekalb chix, Surge, Golden 
Eagle, Silent Chef, Massey Harris, Broadway & Neef Bros. Brewing,  
Moodys Hotel, Winchester, Bardahl, Sunoco, Remington Arms, Nash, 
Fence tags, ’65 Packers door push, Swastika coal, Motor Maids,  
Harley Davidson, Esso, Butterfinger, Kenworth, Smokey Bear, Wool 
Growers, Farmall Cub, Musky Jitterbug,  Hign Voltage, Oliver, Pike 
seed corn, SIGNS: DeLaval, Farm bureau, Tin Kendal, Bunny Bread,  
Farmers Union, Dekalb, Duroc hogs, Big Lake Marine, Danger, Mack 
Trucks, Railroad Crossing, Yellow stop sign, Bordens dairy, Frigidaire 
milk, Public wildlife, John Deere, Ford tractors,  Ful-O-Pep eggs, 
Westinghouse, Western Union,  Weather-Bird shoes,  Trojan seeds, 
Black Cat fireworks,  Illinois Bell, Shooting Preserve, Telephone pay 
here, Winchester Dealer, Funks Hybrid,  Pure Milk, Lictonic, Farmall, 
Indian, Durocs, Dekalb Pullets, Speedway feeds, Slow Children, 
Kiwanis, U-Haul,  Jupiter, Monarch feeds, IMC fertilizers, Stewart 
hybrids, Slow w/ glass reflectors, Wisconsin Game Farm, Keltgen 
seeds, Diamond Edge, BEER, SODA & TOBACCO:  Ski ther-
mometer, Orange Crush,  A&W &  Dad’s, Mountain Dew, Coca Cola 
bottle, Polar Bear tobacco, Miller, Camel, Pabst, Sun Crest,  Becks 
Beer, Drink Pepsi, Old Tankard, Skoal tobacco, Pepsi, Schmidt, Old 
Milwaukee, Orphan Boy tobacco,  Pepsi thermometer, Kentucky Club 
thermometer, Twine holders, MISC: Bird cages, Adlake signal lantern, 
Field glasses, Elephant carving, Camel foot stool, Chef menu board, 
Butler tray, Manikin dress form, Vend-Rite balloon filler, Cement 
police statue, Bunny Bread thermometer, GAS & OIL RELATED:  
Michelin tires,  Victor gaskets, Sinclair Dino, Perrine Batteries,  
Goodyear tire & Battery, Valvoline, Toyo tires, Remington Tires, 
A/C Delco batteries,  Royal 76, Champion spark plugs,  Mobil Enter, 
Marine gasoline, Double Penn oil can,  Oil cans.
Online bidding on select items @ www.proxibid.com/sharer.

Employment

ESTATE AUCTION
CLIFFORD MASTEY ESTATE

SAT., APRIL 16, 2022 @ 11:00 AM
7936 Little Rock Rd. NE, Foley, MN

Located north of Foley on Hwy. 25, 3.5 miles, then west on Co. 
Rd. 13/Little Rock Road NE for 3.5 miles. Watch for auction signs. 

Family requests no farm visit inspections until 8 am on sale day 
morning. Thank you.

SHEDS, BARN & HOUSE ARE FULL!
62 YEARS ON THIS FARM & THERE 

HAS NEVER BEEN AN AUCTION...
DON’T MISS THIS SALE!

Tractors - John Deere 2520 gas w/48 loader, dual 
remote. Purchased new, one owner. 2004 Chrysler 
Intrepid (165k), Troy Built TB4R riding mower, 

Troy Built pony riding mower, push mower, 
pressure washer, Husqvarna 350 chainsaw, farm &
 shop tools, power tools, milking equipment, barn 

cleaner, 350-gallon bulk tank, gates and much more!

Antiques and collectibles, vintage hand tools, RW 
25 gallon and 2 gallon crocks, butter churns, milk 
cans, old license plates, metal Tonka toys, baby 

buggies and much more!

FOR PHOTO GALLERY, VISIT: 
HTTPS://WWW.CARLSONAUCTIONS.COM

ACE HEATING & A/C LOOKING FOR SERVICE TECHS WITH 1-2 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE. ARE YOU TIRED OF BEING A NUMBER? COME WORK 

WITH A COMPANY THAT WILL TREAT YOU LIKE FAMILY

Ace Heating And 
Air Conditioning

Apply online: 
https://aceheatingandairinc.

com/employment/

Or call 
763-389-2647

We offer great pay and benefits

Becker Public Schools is accepting 
applications for appointments to the 

School Board to fill two vacancies 
until the next election process. 

*Applicants must reside in the Becker School 
District and be at least 18 years of age.

Applications are available on our 
website at: becker.k12.mn.us

Applications must be submitted by 
April 15, 2022, 4 p.m. to: 

Jeremy Schmidt, Superintendent
12000 Hancock Street, Becker, MN 55308 

or email to: jschmidt@isd726.org

•CDL Drivers - Class A or B •Shop Mechanics
•Flaggers and Laborers
•Equipment Operators
Travel required with multiple days away from home.
Competitive pay with overtime and per diem paid.
•Must pass pre-employment drug screen.
•Must be 18 years or older.
•Must have driver’s license and clean MVR.
•Benefits include Health Insurance, HSA and 401K.

ASTECH is an Equal Opportunity Employer

ASTECH Corp. is Now Accepting Applications
For The Following Positions

ALSO LOOkiNg FOr OwNEr/OPErATOrS

Or apply in person at our office:
8348 Ridgewood Rd, St. Joseph, MN 56374

 320-363-8500

Apply online at
www.Astechmn.com/careers

Summer 
Help 

Wanted
Includes weekends 
and holidays. Must 

be 16 or older and be 
able to lift 70+ lbs.

3928 105th 
Ave., Clear Lake
320-743-4421

& Landscape

Apply in person

Olson Hauling, Inc.
HIRING

DUMP TRUCK DRIVER FOR THE 
UPCOMING CONSTRUCTION SEASON

 Qualified candidate should have:
 • Cdl license (class B or greater)
 • Valid health card
 • Experience driving a manual truck
 • Clean driving record for the last 3 years

Paving experience is a plus. Competitive pay based on experience 
and truck mechanical know-how. We are a small family-owned 

business and are looking for the right person to join our company 
and become like family.

All applicants can call/text 320-743-6400, or email: 
olsonhaulinginc@gmail.com to inquire about the job.

By Katherine Cantin,
Staff Writer
Reporter.Katie@PatriotNewsMN.com

During Tuesday’s 
Becker School Board Meet-
ing, it was revealed that 
both Cindy Graham and 
Sarah Schafer announced 
their immediate resig-
nations from the Becker 
School Board. The reasons 
behind their abrupt resigna-
tions were not stated during 
the meeting, and the two 
women were not present at 
the meeting 

Back in February, 
at the republican cau-
cus, Board Member Mark 
Swanson also expressed 
his decision to not run for 
reelection this year. 

The board plans to ap-
point members to the board 
to fill the seats of Schafer 
and Graham. Individuals 
interested in the positions 
may apply at the district 
office by April 15. Mem-
bers will be appointed May 
2. The appointed members 
will serve until the normal 
end of the elected term for 
the two board members 
who resigned. 

Open Forum
Karen Schlief (spell-

ing uncertain) spoke during 
open forum as a parent of 
a transgender student. She 
spoke against the recent 
presentation to the school 
board, saying that it was 
offensive and hateful, and 
she expressed her and her 
student’s disappointment in 
the board’s decision to in-
vite the presenters. 

Superintendent’s 
Report
There was a staff de-

velopment day March 31, 
which focused on wellness, 
science curriculum, para-
professional training, prep 
time, and other items. 

MCA testing has begun 
and will continue through 
mid May.

The school has re-
ceived some grant funding 
in order to better focus on 
staffing for the next school 
year. Grants will also help 
fund staff development and 
summer opportunities. 

Referendum-funded 
projects are continuing with 
the transportation building, 
schools, and football field. 

The graduation rate for 
Becker was found to be at 
92.9%, down slightly from 
95.5% in 2020. The state-
wide average was 83.3%. 

Supt. Jeremy Schmidt 
wrapped up his presenta-
tion by presenting the board 
with a draft of the Becker 
Schools’ communication 
plan.

THE BECKER SCHOOL BOARD was looking empty as two of its board members 
resigned effective immediately. (Photo taken from meeting video.)

Two Becker school board 
members resign

By Katherine Cantin,
Staff Writer
Reporter.Katie@PatriotNewsMN.com

During Tuesday’s 
Becker City Council Meet-
ing, council extended an offer 
to Greg Lerud for the position 
of city administrator. Lerud 
was on hand at the meeting 
and indicated he was excited 
to join city staff. He will 
begin in May and said he was 
concerned that the next month 
would go by too slowly as he 
waited to begin. 

Committee Reports
The budget and finance 

committee overviewed finan-
cials through February and 
continued to prepare for the 
upcoming audit.

The golf committee 
noted that the fire alarm sys-
tem at Pebble Creek is due to 
be replaced. Council member 
Mike Doering suggested that 
this item be added to the bud-
get for next year. 

The planning commis-
sion had a discussion about 
Prairie Village Homes and is 
planning to review sign code 
in the near future.

Public Hearings
Council called for two 

public hearings at the request 
of staff. The public hearings 
will be held at the next reg-
ular meeting, April 19, and 
will be in regards to changes 
to chapter 10 and chapter 2 of 

city code. The changes will 
establish fees for burning re-
striction violations, garbage 
violations, and other items. 

BAC Concessions
The city has entered 

a contract with the Becker 
Youth Baseball Association 
to have the association run 
the concession stand at the 
Becker Athletic Complex 
(BAC). In previous years, the 
city has had difficulty staff-
ing the stand and serving the 
many crowds at the BAC, 
but with the new contract the 
baseball association will run 
the daily operations of the 
stand and free city staff to 
focus on other matters of the 
city. 

BCC Projects
The rock wall at the 

Becker Community Center 
(BCC) is not being well uti-
lized. The demand for the 
rock wall has declined in re-
cent years, and the risk taken 
on by offering the activity is 
high. Plus, it requires extra 
staff to manage the area. So 
staff proposed that the area 
get revamped. The BCC 
could benefit from having a 
dedicated dining area, rather 
than having patrons order 
food and eat it in the lobby. 
Staff would also like to put 
arcade games in the room. 
In a deal the BCC has with 
Midwest Coin, the machines 
wouldn’t cost anything, but 
rather Midwest Coin would 
take a portion of the profits 
made. Staff also hoped to set 
up a projector in the room, 
making use of the high walls 
to display football games and 
other sporting events.

Birthday parties are on 
the rise at the BCC, with more 
than 90 being held so far this 
calendar year alone, and the 
room would help to serve 
party patrons.

BCC staff also wishes to 
bring in some soft seating in 
the lobby and in the hallway 
leading to the library. This 
will serve parents waiting 
for their kids, seniors from 
the senior center, and library 
patrons looking for a comfort-
able place to sit.

GREG LERUD was extended an 
offer to become the new city adminis-
trator of Becker. (Photo by Katherine 
Cantin.)

Becker hires Lerud as 
new city administrator

Submitted article

(Editor’s Note: The 
following article was sub-
mitted by Sherburne His-
tory Center.)

The Sherburne County 
Historical Society is cur-
rently seeking candidates 
to fill open seats on the 
Board of Directors of the 
Sherburne History Center. 
Positions will begin imme-
diately for three-year terms. 
Board meetings are held 
on the third Wednesday of 
each month.

Now is an exciting 
time to be involved in the 

Sherburne History Center. 
Board members have an 
opportunity to shape the 
culture and community of 
Sherburne County. Primary 
duties include oversight of 
policy and procedures at 
the Sherburne History Cen-
ter, assist in fundraising 
activities, and development 
and promotion of programs 
and events.

Founded in 1972, the 
Sherburne County Histor-
ical Society is a vibrant 
non-profit organization 
charged with the responsi-
bility to preserve, protect, 
and present the history of 

the county.
Located at 10775 – 

27th Avenue SE, Becker, 
MN 55308, it is open Tues-
day through Friday: 10 a.m. 
- 5 p.m., Saturday: 9 a.m. – 
4 p.m. SHC has been creat-
ing and presenting exhibits 
and programs in the current 
building since 2006.

For more information 
about the Board of Direc-
tors for the Sherburne His-
tory Center contact Mike 
Brubaker, Executive Direc-
tor at MBrubaker@Sher-
burneHistoryCenter.org or 
call at 763-275-2210.

Sherburne Historical 
Society seeks board members

Find us at patriotnewsmn.com
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Quality Building Supplies 
at Affordable Prices

Since 1975

BOOK YOUR ORDER!

Call for a FREE estimate
117th Ave., Milaca

(north end of Milaca off Central Ave)

BUILDING
$PECIAL$

320-983-6304 • 1-800-818-1846

LATCHAM-LIND LUMBER &
POST FRAME BUILDINGS

Area News

Call us
today!

Area Chamber News
Membership Meeting

April 20 - Noon
Location TBD

Easter Egg Hunt
April 9 - 3-4:30 pm

Faith Lutheran Church

Business After Hours
April 21 - 5 pm

Ember Coffee Company

Community Fair
April 23 - 10 am - 1 pm
Reduced Booth Prices!

Amity Felton
763-262-2420

Chamber@BeckerChamber.org

Gloria Vande Brake
763-263-7800

Info@BigLakeChamber.com

Glenna Soenneker
320-267-4361

GSoenneker@GMail.com

Membership Meeting
April 14 - 11:30 am

CL Twp. Hall

Annual CVBC Expo
Sun., May 1, 10 am - 1pm @ 

Clearwater Legion 

If you would like more information on any of these events or if you would like 
to become a member of these organizations please reach out to them:

Keller Lake Commons in Big Lake, now an Assisted Living Community 
offering full apartments ranging from 644 to 956 square feet. Cable is 

included in rents for private pay and GRH renters. Accepting EW and CADI. 
For more information please contact Nicole Gilder, Housing Director at 

763-263-2363 or check us out online at www.kellerlakecommons.com

Enlist Soybeans Preseason 
Twine 

Pricing

RR Seed Corn

Alfalfa, Hay & 
Grass Seed, 
Seed Oats

GT SoybeansSeed Corn

$194.00 bag

$129.00 bag $38.90 bag

$50.75 bag

Offer Ends April 30, 2022

order your chicks 
here for best pricing!

Norland® Alfalfa

LOCATED EAST OF ST. CLOUD ON HWY. 23
3355 QUAIL ROAD NE  SAUK RAPIDS, MN 56379

320-252-1682  
TOLL FREE 888-276-3889

WWW.MIMBACHFLEET.COM

We’ve Got the
SEED You NEED 

at Mimbach Fleet Supply

$154.99 50 LB BAG

Horse Pasture Mix
$99.99 25 LB BAG

Hay & Pasture Mix
$189.99 50 LB BAG

We will also have a variety of 
oats & small grains. Call for 

pricing & availability.

Bar

Tuesday Nights 6:30
$700 in 56 Numbers

Proceeds for St. Lawrence Church
10915 Duelm Rd NE, Foley

License #01080

11025 Duelm
Road NE,

Foley, MN

We have ETABS

DENNIS BLOOM 
612-323-5313  or  batfreemn@yahoo.com

• BAT PROOFING • ATTIC RESTORATION

ON THE WEB AT: WWW.BATFREE.NET

DENNIS BLOOM
218-790-8941 or batfreemn@yahoo.com

You don’t have to choose.
Too many low-income Minnesotans have to choose between paying

their energy bill and other necessities – food, medicine and healthcare. 
Minnesota’s Energy Assistance Program offers eligible residents help 
to pay their energy bills so they do not have to choose between life’s 

necessities. Spread the word to your friends and family.

APPLY FOR ENERGY ASSISTANCE
www.tricap.org

1-888-765-5597

HEAT OR 

COMMERCE
DEPARTMENT

#MNNiceandWarm

FOOD

By Katherine Cantin,
Staff Writer
Reporter.Katie@PatriotNewsMN.com

Today, Saturday April 
9, a new art store and learn-
ing studio will be opening 
in Becker.

The store’s owner, San-
dra Zylla-Rolf, is a long-
time painter and teacher of 
art. She was inspired to her 
career by her late father, 
who was also an artist (and 
whose jigsaw puzzles will 
be available for purchase at 
the store.)

About the Shop
The Zylla-Rolf Studio 

will be located on Han-
cock St., in the old an-
tiques building across from 
Charlie’s Bar. Zylla-Rolf 
will be displaying and sell-
ing a selection of her own 
paintings, with five dollars 
of each purchase being 
donated back to the com-
munity, her goal being to 
eventually raise $10,000. 
She will also be selling puz-
zles that were designed by 
her father, a portion of each 
of those sales being donated 
as well. Much of the work, 
by both artists, depicts 
landscapes and scenes from 
Minnesota, although some 
depict other areas visited 
by Zylla-Rolf’s father, Ken 
Zylla.

In addition to selling 
art, Zylla-Rolf plans to lead 
classes, such as classes for 
stay-at-home moms (with 
an area for kids to play), 
after school programs for 
students, and adult wine-
and-paint classes, to name 
a few. Zylla-Rolf also indi-
cated that her son, who is a 
talented graphic designer, 
may offer some classes to 
show students how to cre-
ate art on a digital platform. 

All the materials for these 
classes will be provided in 
the cost of the class, so pa-
trons won’t need to worry 
about purchasing expensive 
paints or other materials. 

About Sandra 
Zylla-Rolf
Zylla-Rolf, a graduate 

of Elk River and longtime 
resident of Becker, has been 
painting for 50 years, hav-
ing started when she was 
just a little kid under her 
father’s guidance. She went 
on to run his gallery for 20 
years during her adult life. 
Zylla-Rolf also worked at 
the Paramount Theater and 
at Hobby Lobby, teaching 
art classes, over the years.

When the pandemic hit, 
Zylla-Rolf was no longer 
able to continue teaching 
her art classes. However, 
with a deep love of teach-

ing, she couldn’t stay idle 
for much longer, hence her 
decision to open up shop. 

Zylla-Rolf said her 
other motivator was to 
provide a place where 
members of the public can 
visit and find something 
to do. She hopes to have 
coffee and a reading nook 
available to anyone who 
just needs to get out of the 
house for a few hours. She 
believes it’s important for 
people’s mental health to 
be able to venture out into 
public, and have a place to 
go and do an activity. 

Her other goal is to 
support art amongst the stu-
dent population. She hopes 
to sponsor a $1,000 schol-
arship for a Becker senior, 
as a surprise to the senior. 
She doesn’t have anyone in 
particular in mind yet, but 

she hopes to find a deserv-
ing young artist for whom 
the $1,000 will be a big 
help in pursuing their edu-
cation. 

“There will be oppor-
tunities for everyone,” Zyl-
la-Rolf said.

About Ken Zylla
Zylla-Rolf’s father, 

Ken Zylla, was a painter 
originally from the Foley 
area. He gave Zylla-Rolf 
his teacher’s heart, as he 
also led classes for many 
years. He was a talented 
and popular artist who often 
did shows in California, as 
many as 42 per year, and 
would come home sold 
out of paintings. He passed 
away in 2017. 

SANDRA ZYLLA-ROLF stands in front of a wall of her artwork in her new studio/art gallery in Becker. (Photo by Katherine 
Cantin.)

New art gallery and 
studio opens in Becker

Submitted article

(Editor’s Note: The 
following article was sub-
mitted by the Minnesota 
Farmer’s Union.)

The Minnesota Sen-
ate last week unanimously 
passed $8.5 million in 
drought relief in addition 
to $1.5 million to respond 
to the avian influenza out-
break that has thus far been 
found in five Minnesota 
counties.

“This is great news for 
Minnesota family farmers 
who suffered through last 
summer’s drought,” said 
Minnesota Farmers Union 
(MFU) President Gary 
Wertish. “The additional 
funding for avian influenza 
response is also appreci-
ated as poultry producers 
grapple with this emerging 
threat.”

The bill, Senate File 
(SF) 3479 is sponsored 
by Sen. Torrey Westrom, 
R-Elbow Lake, chair of 
the Senate Agriculture 
and Rural Development 
Finance and Policy Com-
mittee. It targets $5.5 mil-
lion to support livestock 
farmers and $1.5 million 
for livestock farmers and 
specialty crop producers. 
An additional $1.5 million 
is appropriated to the Rural 
Finance Authority (RFA) 
for disaster recovery loans. 

The bill allocates $1 
million to the University 
of Minnesota to purchase 
equipment for the Veteri-
nary Diagnostic Laboratory 
to test for avian influenza, 
chronic wasting disease, 
African swine fever or 
other animal diseases. In 
addition, $500,000 is trans-
ferred to the agricultural 
emergency account for 
avian influenza testing sup-
plies.

On March 22, the Sen-
ate Finance Committee 
unanimously approved the 

relief package. On March 
10, the House passed House 
File (HF) 3420, sponsored 
by House Agriculture Fi-
nance and Policy Commit-
tee Chairman Rep. Mike 
Sundin, DFL-Esko, by a 
bipartisan 101-33 vote. The 
bill expands eligibility for 
the RFA Disaster Recovery 
Loan Program, appropriates 
money for rapid response 
grants to eligible farmers, 
and provides additional 
funding for drought-relief 
loans.

The bills passed in 
the House and Senate now 
move to conference com-
mittee where legislators 
from both chambers will 
iron out differences be-
tween their respective bills. 
Following that, the pro-
posal will need to be again 
approved by the full House 
and Senate before going to 
the governor for his signa-
ture.

Minnesota Farmers 
Union first called for a 
drought relief package that 
includes rapid response 
grants in August. In Sep-
tember, Wertish joined 
Gov. Walz at an event an-
nouncing the drought aid 
package and in October, 
Wertish testified at a House 
hearing on the drought. 
MFU has continued to ad-
vocate for drought relief 
since the session began Jan. 
31. 

About Minnesota 
Farmers Union
Minnesota Farmers 

Union works to protect and 
enhance the economic in-
terests and quality of life of 
family farmers and ranch-
ers and rural communities. 
MFU is a nonprofit mem-
bership-based organization. 
Membership is open to ev-
eryone. Learn more and 
join at www.MFU.org and 
follow MFU on Facebook, 
Twitter and Instagram.

Senate passes 
drought relief bill
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Sports/Area News
Benefit for Roger Stewart

SAT., APRIL 23 @ CLEARWATER 
LEGION FROM 4 P.M. TO 6 P.M. 

Spaghetti Dinner - $20 per plate • Silent Auction 4-6:30 p.m.

Live music 6:30 p.m.

MOTORCYCLE RUN — 12-4pm

$380
Lb.

$380
Lb.

$395
Lb.

$400
Lb.

While Supplies Last!

$535
Lb.

GROUND BEEF SPECIAL!

87% Lean
Ground Beef

WESTWOOD VILLAGE APARTMENTS
SAVANNA AVE, ST. CLOUD, MN

• 2 BR $679, 3 BR $849
• Controlled Entrance
• w/Video Surveillance
• Section 8 Welcome
• Patio/Deck • D/W
• Microwave

Garage, Heat,
Water/Sewer & Trash

Included in Rent

• 1 BR - Beginning at $622 
• FREE Wi-Fi
• Heat, Electric & A/C
• Controlled Entrance
  w/Video Surveillance
• Elevator & Ramp
• Screened Patio
• Community Room
• Section 8 Welcome

Small Pets 
allowed in all 
Apartments!

RIVERSIDE APARTMENTS
Senior Apartment Community 55+

101 RIVERSIDE DR SE, ST. CLOUD, MN

WWW.STCLOUDHRA.COM
PLEASE CALL JOYCE 320- 252-0880

BEAUTIFUL APARTMENT LIVING 
AT A PRICE YOU CAN AFFORD

BEAUTIFUL APARTMENT LIVING 
AT A PRICE YOU CAN AFFORD

By Penny Leuthard,
Contributing Writer

People in the Clearwa-
ter area who want to learn 
the basics of hunting and 
firearm safety don’t have to 
look very far, they can do 
so right in town. A DNR 
Youth Hunter Education 
and Firearm safety course 
is held in the back of the 
Clearwater Legion twice a 
year.

The course is actually a 
requirement for people born 
after December 31, 1979, to 
hunt in Minnesota, but it’s 
also beneficial to those who 
just want to learn the right 
way to shoot and handle 
guns. Although it’s consid-
ered a youth program, all 
ages are welcome to attend.

This year students tak-
ing the course will have the 
opportunity to learn about 
a larger variety of firearms 
due to a donation from the 
Clearwater Lions. 

“The guns we were 
able to purchase with the 
Lions’ donation enables us 
to provide students with 
a better education,” said 
volunteer instructor Bran-

don Hanebuth. “We bought 
seven guns with the funds. 
Two are pistols; one a slide 

action Beretta 22 and the 
other a revolver style Her-
itage 22. The other five are 
a variety of pump action 
shotguns. Having the dif-
ferent varieties and brands 
is helpful because they all 
have slight differences, like 
with their safety levers.”

This is Hanebuth’s 
eighth year teaching the 

program. When he was 11 
he took the class himself 
and thought it would be 

cool to teach it. Years later, 
when it came time for his 
own kids to take the course, 
he contacted the DNR, then 
took classes to become a 
certified Youth Gun Safety 
Instructor. 

“Years ago there were 
two instructors holding 
the classes in the back of 
the Clearwater Legion, but 
there hadn’t been one in 
town for quite a while,” he 
said. “The Legion gener-
ously donated the back of 
their building so we could 
start holding classes again.”

Each course consists of 
five to six days of learning 
in the classroom and one 
day out in the field, where 
students get a chance to 
practice what they’ve 
learned. Carrying a fire-
arm while walking, going 
over a fence, climbing up 
to a tree stand, and enter-
ing and leaving a boat are 
all part of the education, 
along with sitting, kneel-
ing, and standing with one 
so Hanebuth can see their 
techniques. Two additional 
instructors are at the field 
days for safety and so stu-
dents can split into groups, 
allowing them to have more 
time ‘doing’ rather than just 
watching.

Hanebuth works to 
make field day fun by 
throwing frisbees up in 
the air for the students to 
attempt to hit and playing 
‘shoot don’t shoot’ types of 
games. In one, he hides two 
hunting caps, one orange 
and one camouflage, near 
a dummy of a deer and has 
the students try to spot both 
from a variety of distances.

Because it’s a man-
datory course for hunters, 
Hanebuth stressed they 
want to keep it free. The 
only stipulation is that stu-
dents must be at least 12 
years old. Along with the 
classroom students have 
the option to take the course 
online, with the field day as 
the only face to face class. 

“On behalf of myself 
and the Clearwater pro-
gram, I’d like to deeply 
thank the Clearwater Lions 
for their support and the Le-
gion for their hospitality,” 
said Hanebuth. 

Those interested in 
taking a hunting and gun 
safety course can go to the 
DNR’s website at dnr.state.
mn.us for more information 
and to sign up. There are 
two Clearwater courses, 
one in the spring and the 
other in the fall.

MEMBERS OF THE GUN SAFETY COURSE try out the new rifles purchased with money donated by the Clearwater Lions. 
(Photo by Penny Leuthard.)

Hunting and gun safety 
programs in Clearwater

PEOPLE OF ALL AGES take the gun safety course. The only stipulation is that 
one must be 12 years old. (Photo by Penny Leuthard.)

By Mark Kolbinger,
Contributing Writer

Licensed mental health 
co-responder Roy Neumann 
was present at Monday’s 
Clear Lake City Council 
meeting to introduce himself 
and share some data as he ap-
proaches one year on the job.

Neumann is just the sec-
ond co-responder from the 
Central Minnesota Mental 
Health Center that has been 
embedded with local law 
enforcement agencies across 
MN in an effort to provide 
assistance to persons in cri-
sis. The first co-responder 
works in St. Cloud, while 
Neumann’s service area is 
all of Sherburne County – in-
cluding the Sheriff’s Office, 
as well as all three local Po-
lice Departments, Big Lake, 
Becker and Elk River.

“I feel that I am there to 
supplement what the officers 
are already doing,” Neumann 
says. “I’ve seen great de-es-
calation techniques already 
being used by the officers.”

Neumann explained 
that his efforts are an exten-

sion of the work done by the 
Four County Crisis Response 
Team, and he gives another 
perspective to crisis calls that 
come in through the 9-1-1 
system.  While he started out 
riding directly with the offi-
cers in each jurisdiction, he 
now has his own car and can 
respond directly to the scene 
as appropriate.

After nearly a year on 
the job, Neumann says he 
has received a lot of support 
from the officers and citizens 
as well.

“I had three years of 
experience working crisis re-
sponse in the Brainerd lakes 
area,” Neumann says. “I 
think it also helps that I had 
many years of experience as 
a reserve deputy in Benton 
county.”

That past experience al-
lows him to understand what 
is happening on the calls and 
he is able to quickly assess 
where his skills might be 
needed.

According to data that 
Neumann shared with the 
council, in just 138 days of 
service on the job, he has 

MENTAL HEALTH CO-RESPONDER ROY NEUMANN works along law enforce-
ment throughout Sherburne County in an effort to meet the needs of persons in 
crisis. (Photo by Mark Kolbinger.)

Clear Lake hears 
from mental health 
co-responder

made contact with 155 indi-
viduals who were in need of 
mental health services.  From 
there, he has done follow 
up engagements with 114 
of those clients, helping to 
make referrals to community 
services as necessary. Eigh-
teen of the incidents were 
considered violent situations, 
while he also de-escalated 
suicidal individuals on 26 
occurrences. Other services 
that can be referred include 
substance abuse treatment 
programs, crisis bed place-
ments and the scheduling of 
mental health therapist ap-
pointments. 

Neumann stated that 
his services are based on a 
program that originated at 
the Denver, CO Police De-
partment, and he says on a 
per capita basis he is already 
surpassing that jurisdiction’s 
service call load.

In total, nearly 50% of 
his referrals started with an 
individual calling 9-1-1.

“I think it’s a great pro-
gram,” Mayor Tim Goenner 
said.

Drainage 
Next, resident Chris Go-

enner appeared before coun-
cil to discuss drainage issues 
near his home at the inter-
section of 1st Ave. E. and 
Brooks St. He stated that he 
has lived at his address for 40 
years and there have always 
been issues with water pool-
ing in the area.

While he has tried sev-
eral mitigation strategies, he 
voiced that things are barely 
workable at the current time 
and he was worried about a 
land abatement that could be 
part of a future development 
in the area.

Mayor Goenner noted 
that the church had done 
some work in the area in the 
past, but that sand continues 
to fill the drain and it can 
cause issues.

Goenner stated that he 
wanted the council to be 

aware of the issue and if 
there was an abatement in the 
area, he would rather see the 
land go back to himself to the 
church, rather than for a new 
driveway in the area.

Council thanked Goen-
ner for the heads up and will 
make note the issue before 
any further development de-
cisions are made in the adja-
cent vicinity.

In Other Business, 
the Council:
• Heard from Clear 

Lake Lakers Amateur Base-
ball Team Manager Mike 
Golombiecki, who thanked 
the council for installing the 
new scoreboard and also 
spoke of the team’s efforts in 
hosting more home games in 
the future. The Manager also 
received permission to so-
licit business signage for the 
outfield fence, with proceeds 
going to the team;

• Passed a resolution 
to put in a larger size sewer 
collector pipe in the area of 

the Parkside Development, 
as this would be a cheaper 
long-term investment if the 
surrounding land developed 
in the next 20 years;

• Approved a quote pre-
sented by Clerk Kari Koren 
for updating of the City’s 
website;

• Approved $3,880 for 
the purchase of a speed sign 
to be placed on Highway 24, 
near where the old one was 
located. MNDOT permits 
and approvals will be needed 
before installation;

• Heard from Pub-
lic Works Director Dustin 
Luhning that the road to the 
Sewer Authority was washed 
out with recent water issues. 
It will be re-built soon;

• Set a council special 
meeting for May 2 at 6 p.m. 
to review building plans for a 
new Fire Hall.

The regularly scheduled 
May meeting will follow at 
7 p.m.
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Ask us 
about our 
moving 
boxes*  ID 405612 • NMLS 458038 • Member FDIC

*While supplies last. 10 CorTrust moving boxes with approved  
mortgage application and purchase contract. Taxes may apply.

CorTrustBank.com/More 

Get more with 
your mortgage.

This is no ordinary box. 
 

It is ...
• More personalized service
• More ways to apply
• More help packing with 10  
CorTrust moving boxes*

+

KEEP YOUR FAMILY SAFE
1.5-Ton A/C and 80% 
60,000 BTU Furnace

Starting 
at

$5,999
Financing available

Ace Heating And 
Air Conditioning

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

Call 763.389.2647
www.AceHeatingAndAirInc.comGET A NEW 

FURNACE!
• • •• • • • • • • • • • • 24 hour service • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

Northern Lights 2023 Expansion Project
On March 28,2022, Northern Natural Gas (Northern) filed an application with the Federal Energy 

Regulatory Commission (FERC) in Docket No. CP22-138-000 requesting authorization to construct and 
operate (1) a 2.79-mile extension of its 36-inch-diameter Ventura North E-line in Freeborn County, Min-
nesota; (2) a 1.07-mile, 30-inch-diameter loop of its 20-inch-diameter Elk River 1st and 2nd branch lines 
in Washington County, Minnesota; (3) a 1.14-mile extension of its 24-inch-diameter Willmar D branch 
line in Scott County, Minnesota; (4) a 2.48-mile extension of its 8-inch-diameter Princeton tie-over loop 
in Sherburne County, Minnesota; (5) a 2.01-mile 4-inch-diameter loop of its 3-inch-diameter Paynes-
ville branch line in Stearns County, Minnesota; (6) a 0.34-mile extension of its 8-inch-diameter Tomah 
branch line loop in Monroe County, Wisconsin; and (7) aboveground appurtenant facilities consisting 
of a launcher and tie-over valve settings. The project facilities described in the application will enable 
Northern to provide incremental winter firm service of 44,222 dekatherms per day (Dth/day) serving 
residential, commercial and industrial customer market growth in Northern’s Market Area and 6,667 
Dth/day of additional firm service that will allow a local distribution company enhanced reliability and 
flexibility in nominating and scheduling natural gas transportation capacity for electric generation. The 
facilities will be constructed in 2023 in order to meet contractual obligations effective November 1, 2023.

A general location map showing the location of the proposed Princeton tie-over loop extension is 
included with this notice. Northern has contacted, and will continue to contact, landowners regarding 
temporary and permanent easement rights.

Northern owns and operates an interstate natural gas pipeline system and is regulated by FERC. 
Northern must obtain FERC approval to construct and operate the proposed facilities. Northern has 
requested that FERC issue an order approving the proposed project by February 16, 2023, in order for 
construction to be completed and the facilities to be ready for an in-service date of November 1, 2023.

A separate notice regarding Northern’s application will be mailed to affected landowners and stake-
holders involved with the project. You may contact Northern with questions about the project by email 
at NorthernLights2023@nngco.com or by calling a toll-free number (888-367-6671).

A copy of Northern’s application has been mailed to the following libraries: (1) Elk River Public 
Library in Elk River, MN; (2) Wildwood Library in Mahtomedi, MN; (3) Richmond Public Library in 
Richmond, MN; (4) Paynesville Public Library in Paynesville, MN; (5) Sparta Free Library in Sparta, 
WI; (6) Albert Lea Public Library in Albert Lea, MN; and (7) Prior Lake Library in Prior Lake, MN. 
The application also may be obtained through the FERC’s website at http://www.ferc.gov using the 
“eLibrary” link. Enter the docket number excluding the last three digits (CP22-138-000) in the docket 
number field to access the document. User assistance is available at FERCOnlineSupport@ferc.gov or 
toll free at 866-208-3676 (TTY, call 202-502-8659). A pamphlet, An Interstate Natural Gas Facility on 
My Land? What Do I Need To Know?, which provides information for landowners is available on the 
FERC’s website at https://www.ferc.gov/industries-data/natural-gas/landowner-topics-interest. 

Any interested party may participate in the proceeding by making a filing with FERC’s Secretary, 
888 First Street NE, Washington, DC 20426. Additional information regarding FERC’s regulations, 
policies or procedures is available on FERC’s website at http://www.ferc.gov or from FERC’s Office of 
External Affairs at 866-208-3372. 

(Published in the Patriot: 04/02/22; 04/09/22).
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Proposed Northern Natural Gas Pipeline
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Northern Natural Gas
Northern Lights 2023 Expansion
Princeton Tie-Over Loop

This map is and shall remain the property of Northern Natural Gas Company and is provided to
you for general informational purposes only. It may not be use, distributed or reproduced for
any other purpose without the prior written consent of Northern. This map depicts the approx-
imate location of certain Northern Natural Gas facilities, but should not be used for line locating
purposes. Please call the state one-call toll free number to arrange for the marking of under
ground facilities at no charge. In case of a natural gas emergency involving Northern's facilities,
dial 911and Northern's Operations Communication Center at 888-367-6671.

Nothern Lights 2023 Expansion Project  Notice
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Snail Kites
It seems 

like there 
are as many 
d i f f e r e n t 
s t r a t e g i e s 
e m p l o y e d 
for a bird’s 
survival as 
there are 
species of 
bird. Think 
about all 
the different 
ways and 
things a bird 
must do just 
to survive. 
These in-
clude a 
wide 

r ange 
of nest-
ing strate-
gies and feeding 
strategies. This fact was 
glaringly obvious last week 
while I was photographing 
the federally endangered 
species the Snail Kite 
(Rostrhamus sociabillis) in 
southwest Florida.

I was in Florida to lead 
a bird photo tour and give a 
few presentations for Ding 
Darling National Wildlife 
Refuge. Each morning I 
would get up early and 
head out to get into place to 
photograph a small colony 
of Snail Kites right at sun-
rise. The warm and moist 
mornings where such a 
nice change from the cold 
and windy mornings back 
in my northern home.

Kites are a group of 
raptors that are considered 
aerial specialists, hunting 
and drinking on the wing. 
The have a unique buoyant 
flight that makes them easy 
to spot from a distance. 
We have five kite species 
found in the United States. 
All these kites are found in 
the southern states except 
for the White-tailed Kite 
which is found along the 
west coast.

Most of the kites are 
considered a food spe-
cialist, which means they 
only eat a specific type 
or kind of food. For the 
Snail Kite, their main diet 
are snails. Apple Snails, 
which are a large mollusk 
found in fresh water in 
warm climates, make up 
the majority of their diet. 
These snails are huge and 
can grow upwards of three 
inches across.

It is estimated that 
there are only 400 breeding 
pairs, or about 1,000 indi-
vidual Snail Kites (some 
are not breeding age yet) 
in the United States. All 
of these birds are located 
in southern Florida. Since 
they are tied nearly exclu-
sively to eating snails (food 
specialists) they really have 
no way of expanding their 
range. They can only occur 
where snails are large and 
plentiful enough to support 
a large raptor.

Their Genus name, 
Rostrhamus, is Latin for 
“hooked beak,” from ros-
trum (the beak) and hamus 
(a hook). This perfectly de-
scribes their long, slender, 
hooked beak. This highly 
adapted beak allows the 
kite to reach inside and 
cut the snail free from the 
shell, without damaging the 

shell. It takes 
only a min-
ute or two to 
successfully 
remove the 
snail from 
the shell. 

S n a i l 
Kites hunt 
by flying low 
over shal-
low water 
w e t l a n d s 
while look-
ing down 
and scanning 
the water. 

W h e n 
t h e y 

spot 
a 

snail, 
t h e y 

t u r n 
abruptly and 

swoop down and dip 
their feet, with long sharp 
talons, into the water and 
grab the snail. They often 
fly to a well-used and fa-
miliar perch where they ex-
tract the snail and drop the 
shell. I spent some time in-
vestigating several of these 
perches and found dozens 
of large empty snail shells 
piled up at the base.

While being a food 
specialist is something that 
has worked for the Snail 
Kite, it is also a very risky 
and dangerous strategy for 
long term survival. For 
example, what happens 
if a disease wipes out the 
snail population or a long-
term drought causes the 
wetlands that are home 
to the snails to dry up? In 
addition, as wetlands are 
drained for farming and 
housing development the 
Snail Kite has no alterna-
tive habitat in which to 
relocate. As you can see, 
being dependent upon just 
one food source is very 
risky.

It’s easy to tell the dif-
ference between the males 
and females. The males are 
a uniform blue/gray color 
with a bright red eye. The 
females are brown with a 
speckled chest. At times 
when the male would grab a 
snail another kite would try 
to steal it away which lead 
to spectacular areal bat-
tles. Seeing these mid-air 
interactions were always a 
thrill. But capturing images 
of the kite snatching a large 
snail from the water was 
my ultimate goal. I spent 
many mornings standing 
at the edge of the marsh 
waiting for a Snail Kite to 
fly by and swoop down for 
a snail. On three occasions 
I was lucky enough to cap-
ture some decent images 
of this endangered species 
clinging to survival one 
snail at a time. Until next 
time…

Stan Tekiela is an au-
thor / naturalist and wild-
life photographer who 
travels the U.S. to study 
can capture images of wild-
life. He can be followed at 
Instagram.com, Facebook.
comand Twitter.com. He 
can be contacted via his 
website at NatureSmart.
com.

By Naturist 
Stan Tekiela

RIVER CATS. 15U CLAYBA (Clear Lake Area Youth Baseball Association) stepped up to the plate in service to the commu-
nity by helping out at the Clearwater Legion Post #323 monthly breakfast. (Submitted photo.)

BECKER SPEECH TEAM WRAPS UP REGULAR SEASON. Congratulations to the 
Becker Speech Team for an impressive performance at the Mississippi 8 section 
tournament in Brainerd last Friday! Alyssa O. took second place in creative ex-
pression advancing to the State Tournament on April 22. Austyn C. took fourth 
place in poetry, and Coby C. took fourth in Creative Expression. (Submitted photo.)
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Softball

Becker

Baseball

By Mark Kolbinger,
Contributing Writer

A year ago, the Becker Bulldog softball 
team captured its first ever state title.  This 
year, the team returns the same coaching 
staff and six starters who are hoping their 
experience can translate into a return trip to 
the state tournament.

“Our team hasn’t started the goal setting 
process yet, but I would expect that the team 
will look to compete for a conference and 
section title,” said Coach Jason Baune, who 
returns for his 20th season as the leader of 
the program. “I expect that our six returning 
starters will have strong seasons and be lead-
ers on the field.”

Baune will be joined on the coaching 
staff by long-time assistants Matt and Jesse 
O’Neill, while volunteer assistant Heather 
Young will also return.  Rounding out 
Baune’s staff will be Sara Peterson, Miriah 
Giles, Sheena Meillier and Karissa Holt, giv-
ing the Bulldogs a talented and experienced 

staff to work with the players in grades 
7-12.

Serving as captains for this year’s 
team will be returning players Cadence 
Koste, Makenna Zerwas and Maddie 
Sherman, while three other starters re-
turn for action this year after serving 
key roles on last year’s championship 
team: Kurstyn Patnode, Hannah Bart-
lett and Ellie Gallus.

In filling out the rest of the roster 
positions, Baune will have many ath-
letes to choose from, as he feels he has a 
strong stable of players from last year’s 
JV who will be vying for playing time.

“Kennedy Drehmel, Allie Deters, 
and Norah Fitzpatrick are strong mid-
dle infielders that also have the ability 
to contribute in the outfield,” Baune 
said.  “Nevaeh Gardner, Jada Soltau, 
and Evelyn Kreft have experience at a 
variety of positions, including catcher, 

corner infield and outfield and that will 
prove valuable as we look to find the best 
role for each. Jaimee Cook did a lot of 

pitching on JV last year and will have an op-
portunity to compete for innings on varsity, 
as well as potentially fill in at other spots.”

When it comes to the competition on 
the field, the Bulldogs certainly won’t sneak 
up on any opponents, while a strong M8 and 
non-conference schedule awaits the team.

“Chisago Lakes won the conference last 
year and they return one of the state’s top 

pitchers, so they will be good,” Baune said.  
“Big Lake and North Branch each had some 
losses due to graduation, but I expect that 
they will be strong as well.”

The non-conference schedule will in-
clude the likes of AAAA schools Elk River 
and Eastview, while Becker will again host a 
tournament with powerhouse schools such as 
Maple Lake, Northfield, Rocori and Cloquet 
attending.

When it comes to the Section tourna-
ment, Becker will have some new teams to 
face in their quest for a return trip to state.

“We enter a new section with a few 
changes, as gone are Rocori, Willmar, Tech, 
and Apollo,” Baune said.  “In their place we 
add Princeton and St. Francis, while I would 
expect that Big Lake, Monticello and St. 
Francis will all have strong teams. Zimmer-
man is also a very competitive program.”

Whichever team lines up in the oppos-
ing dugout, Baune knows it won’t be an easy 
path to success.

“Having won a state title will also put a 
bit of a target on our backs and I’m sure that 
we’ll get the very best from our opponents 
each night,” Baune said. “So we will have to 
be ready to bring our best as well.”

Despite returning six starters from a year 
ago, Baune knows this season will bring its 
own unique challenges. As always, he will 
rely on a team culture that promotes collec-
tive excellence over individualism.

“I think our greatest strength in previous 
years has been the willingness of our play-
ers to accept a role that is best for the team 
and play it to the best of their ability,” Baune 
said. “I would expect that to continue this 
year. We should have a strong line-up that 
puts up a lot of runs and our pitching staff 
returns some good experience despite losing 
Emma Eickhoff to graduation and SCSU.”

When asked about this team’s specific 
identity, Baune says he is looking for leaders 
to step up and make sure the Bulldogs are a 
quality defensive squad.

“We will definitely have some work to 
do as we try to figure out our best defensive 
line-up,” Baune said. “Defense is about in-
dividual talent, but it’s also about communi-
cation and it will be important that we figure 
out where each player fits so they can get 
experience playing next to each other which 
leads to solid communication.”

Combined with this team’s offensive 
prowess, that could be the magical formula 
that propels the Bulldogs to another state 
tournament berth.

THE BECKER BULLDOG SOFTBALL TEAM has healthy numbers in the program and a great deal of talent, as they try 
to defend their state title from a year ago. (Photo by Mark Kolbinger.)

Bulldog 
softball 
returns 
experience 
for title 
defense

By Bill Morgan, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

To our readers: we (Patriot) reached out 
to the coaches for Bulldog baseball, Bulldog 
Boys Lacrosse, Hornet boys tennis and Hor-
net girls golf teams to participate in our spring 
sports preview but received no response.

While we intend to do our best to feature 
each and every sports team for each season of 
each school year, we rely heavily on getting 
information, stats, photos, etc. from coaches, 
statisticians and parents to complete our 

sports sections.
If any of the coaches for the aforemen-

tioned teams wishes to still submit info for 
their squads and have it run in next week’s 
Patriot, please send an email to: reporter.
bill@patriotnewsmn.com.

Thank you for your understanding and 
your readership!

Patriot reached out 
to other sports teams

SCHEDULE
4/7 vs. Chisago Lakes
4/8 @ Eastview
4/12 @ North Branch
4/14 vs. Monticello
4/19 @ Princeton
4/21 @ Big Lake
4/22 vs. Cambridge-Isanti
4/26 @ St. Francis
4/28 @ Chisago Lakes
4/30 vs/ Maple Lake
5/3 vs. North Branch
5/5 @ Monticello
5/6 vs. Princeton
5/10 vs. Big Lake
5/12 @ Cambridge-Isanti
5/13 vs. Elk River
5/17 vs. St. Francis
5/19 @ Zimmerman

SCHEDULE
4/4 @ Fridley (postponed)
4/11 vs. Chisago Lakes
4/12 @ North Branch
4/14 vs. Monticello
4/19 vs. Princeton
4/21 @ Big Lake
4/22 vs. Cambridge-Isanti
4/26 vs. St. Francis
4/28 @ Chisago Lakes
4/29 vs. Milaca
5/3 vs. North Branch
5/5 @ Monticello
5/6 @ Princeton
5/10 vs. Big Lake
5/12 @ Cambridge-Isanti
5/13 vs. Sauk Rapids-Rice
5/16 @ St. Francis
5/17 @ Sartell-St. Stephen
5/20 vs. Willmar
5/26 @ Zimmerman

763-262-4000 • 12287 Hancock Street, Becker

WISHING YOU A 
SUCCESSFUL 

SPRING SPORTS SEASON!

763-262-4444 
countrylumber.us 

Bulldog Proud! 
good luck bulldogs!

1 4 0 5 4  B a n k  S t . ,  B e c k e r
763-261-4201 • www.steilins.com

GOOD LUCK 
SPRING SPORTS ATHLETES!

OTTEM INSURANCE AGENCY
Medicare Plans

763-263-7682

Good Luck Athletes! 

Located in Anytime Fitness complex • (763) 262-2639
www.scheidemanchiropractic.com

WE’VE GOT YOUR BACK
Have a great season, athletes!

Dr. Brent 
Scheideman

Dr. Heidi
Sawdey

Go 
Bulldogs!

Spring Sports &
Activities Guide
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 Girls Golf

Becker

Boys Golf

By Mark Kolbinger,
Contributing Writer

The anticipation of green grass has 
the Becker Bulldogs boys and girls golf 
teams ready for another season. The 
girls team returns a wealth of experience 
and talent as Head Coach Anna Babler 
begins her fifth season in charge, while 
the boys team will be young and inex-
perienced under first year coach Hunter 
Moen. Both squads are itching to get 
outside to get the season started.

Girls
A year ago, the Bulldogs claimed 

the Mississippi 8 Conference title with 
a balanced lineup that included three 
seniors.  This season, Babler sees some 
signs that point to continued success as 
her golfers are playing with more confi-
dence end experience.

“Last year was a fun season, the 
girls improved a lot,” says Babler. “We 
lost three seniors but I am excited to see 
what our returning players show us this 
season!”

Emma Benson will serve as the team 
captain, joining fellow returning letter 
winners Alexa Voller, Layla Mathews 
and Avery Johnson as the Bulldog’s 
with the most experience. 

This nucleus should form a com-
petitive core for the team, according to 
Babler.

“I am excited to see how much all of 
the girls have improved this year,” says 
the coach. “I believe all four returning 
letter winners will be fun to watch this 
season!”

As for team goals, she expects her 
team to compete for another conference 
title.

“We are hopeful we can once again 
claim the conference championship,” 
says Babler. “Last year four out of the 
six of our girls made all conference, it 
would be great to see that again.”

In order to achieve those lofty ex-
pectations, Babler knows there will be 
some tough competition awaiting in the 
M8 Conference.

“Cambridge-Isanti and  Chisago 
Lake,” Babler responds when asked 
to identity the toughest competition. 
“However, things might look a little 

different with some great senior golfers 
graduating last year.

Beyond that, Babler is taking a prac-
tical approach to the season and she is 
focusing on the beginning of the season.

“We are just hoping the for the 
weather to start cooperating so we do 
not have to reschedule too many meets,” 
says Babler, who notes that the season 
opener  April 7 at Pebble Creek was al-
ready delayed by five days.

Monday, April 11 is the new open-
ing day for the girls as they will travel to 
the Monticello Country Club.

Boys
Hunter Moen takes over as the head 

coach for the boys team, with former 
coach Dan Olson moving to the assis-
tant position.

In the first few days of practice, 
Moen says he has been impressed with 
the enthusiasm of the team but under-
stands that his crew is short on varsity 
experience.

“We have a young team that really 
loves the game of golf,” says Moen, who 
played collegiately at St. Cloud State 
before the University cut its golf pro-
gram.  “I have a team that knows how 
to keep things light and are very fun to 
be around.”

Brayden Graning returns as the only 
player with experience in last year’s top 
six positions, meaning Moen will have 
to sort through a number of contenders 
as he seeks to solid the lineup.

Luckily, it’s not his first coaching 
job, as he spent two years in the school 
program in Barnesville after his gradua-
tion from West Fargo High School.

“I hope to bring knowledge that ap-
plies to the current golf and tournament 
environment,” Moen says, in referring 
to his philosophy. “I see my strength as 
a coach is I have so much experience 
playing, and I hope to share that in a va-
riety of ways.”

In analyzing how he likes to coach 
his players, Moen takes a cerebral ap-
proach aimed at trying to work on the 
mental side of the game.

“The first is to teach our kids how to 
think around a golf course. Just taking 
a second to plan how to attack the hole 
can help so much with giving our kids 

comfortable shots that they feel confi-
dent with,” says Moen. “Another way is 
to give our kids confidence. Sometimes 
showing a kid that you believe he has 
the ability to hit a certain shot or shoot a 
certain score can give him what he needs 
to go out and do it. Confidence is essen-
tial to playing good golf and succeed-
ing away from sports as well.”

Moen has not had the team vote 
yet on captains, but he has already been 
busy getting to know the players and the 
golf course.  So far, he really likes what 
he sees at Pebble Creek.

“I love Pebble [Creek]. It is a great 
course to be able to practice at,” Says 
Moen. “I have played it a handful of 
times and it is always in great shape.”

The course itself is an area where 
Moen sees his team having an advan-
tage.

“Becker is very lucky to not only 
have a great course like Pebble Creek 
so close to the school, but also have a 

staff that allows them such great access,” 
Says Moen. “There are a lot of schools 
across the state that do not have access 
to a place like this.”

As he looks toward the season, 
Moen takes solace in knowing that his 
focus can be on helping each individual 
golfer improve his game.

“Stepping into a program with so 
much youth, it is tough to set a goal in 
relation to other teams,” says Moen. 
“My main goal is to see growth in every 
player on our team. I want every player 
in our program to experience growth as 
a player and student come the end of the 
season. When coaching at any level, that 
is all a coach can ask for.”

Bulldog golf teams looking for green grass

SCHEDULE
4/11 @ Monticello
4/12 Home- Pebble Creek
4/19 @ The Ponds
4/20 @ Stones Throw-Milaca
4/28 @ Chisago Lakes
5/2 Home- Pebble Creek
5/9 @ Monticello
5/13 @ Rich Springs
5/16 @ Princeton
5/18 @ Rush City
5/25 @ Cambridge-Isanti

SCHEDULE
4/12 @ Rush City
4/14 Home-Pebble Creek
4/18 @ Monticello
4/20 @ Refuge
4/25 @ Monticello
4/29 @ Little Crow
4/30 @ Eagle Creek
5/3 Home-Pebble Creek
5/9 @ Chisago Lakes
5/12 @ St. Cloud
5/13 @ Detroit Lakes
5/18 @ Cambridge-Isanti
5/20 @ Detroit Lakes
5/21 @ Detroit Lakes
5/23 @ Princeton
6/2 @ Detroit Lakes

Go 
Bulldogs!

Spring Sports &
Activities Guide

763-263-8334

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • AGRICULTURAL

HAVE A 
GREAT 

SEASON, 
ATHLETES!

Three locations to serve you...
Becker 763-261-4200 | Monticello 763-271-7177

Princeton 763-389-4099
www.sherburnestatebank.com

Sherburne
State Bank

We’re Cheering
For You ...
Bulldog 
Student Athletes! 14267 Bank St, Becker, MN 55308

in your upcoming season.
Good Luck

B E C K E R

1-800-535-9722 • www.structuralbuildings.com
COMMERCIAL • AG • RESIDENTIAL

GOOD LUCK 
BULLDOGS!

THE BECKER BULLDOG BOYS GOLF TEAM has many new faces that are jockeying for a spot to tee-off with the top 
group once the season starts. (Photo by Mark Kolbinger.)



Page 12 • Patriot, Saturday, April 9, 2022

Becker

Track
By Bill Morgan, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

Trisha Kealy is entering her 
18th year as head coach of the 
Becker girls track and field team. 
She has 30 student/athletes which 
include: Seniors: Paige Maunu, Ma-
dalynn Finney, Sarah Woelfel and 
Skylar Schug. Juniors: 
Kayla Gruenes, Regan 
Hausmann, Brooklyn 
Karel, Meghan Swan-
son and Karen Gon-
zalaz. Sophomores: 
Olivia Babler, Avery 
Boyer, Alea Briggs, 
Anna Kuklok, Kylee 
Morton,Lexi Rose, 
Kiera Spencer, Lauren 
Woelfel, Kayla Paulson 
and MaKenna Smith. 
Freshmen: Abby At-
wood, Grace Gifford, 
Reese Hausmann, Ol-
ivia Maunu, Ella Mc-
Donald, Leon Morris, 
Mina Nelson, Kailey 
Thompson and Natalie 
Trenz. Eighth grade: 
Katelyn Brower and 
Raelee Lyon.

Kealy’s manag-
ers are Chloe Setrum, 
Abi Berning and Aylla 
King.

“These girls have been our 
managers for several years and do a 
great job,” Kealy said.

Kealy’s assistants cross over 
as coaches from the girls to the 
boys team and they include, Paul 
Schmidt, who is the head boys 
coach and he typically works with 
Kealy’s sprinters. Dustin Weege 
takes the duties of coaching the 
throwers and pole vaulters and 
Tony Miller works with the team’s 
jumpers. 

“I take distance and hurdlers 
and Paul and I usually work relays 
together,” said Kealy. “Everyone 
pitches in where needed and I really 
enjoy working with these coaches. 
Each one brings so much to our 
team.”

Kealy exclaims how wonderful 
it is to see the progress of the kids 
year to year and through each sea-

son. 
“They get so excited to improve 

and achieve their goals,” she says. 
“They are a great group of kids and 
we really care about each of them.”

Kealy’s captains this year 
are Paige Maunu, Sarah Woelfel,  
Kayla Gruenes, Regan Hausmann 
and Brooklyn Karel.

“They were voted on by our 
team last year and have been doing 
a very nice job so far this year,” she 
says. “Each of these girls brings 
something special to our group!”

Eighteen years is a long time 
to coach and one would not be as 
successful at her job as Kealy is at 
Becker High School. She’s honed 
her craft through the years follow-
ing her father and sisters who were 
also successful mentoring the youth.

“I have had so many great 
coaches to look up to through the 
years,” said Kealy.  “Of course my 
dad, John Reimer, would be first on 
the list. He provided me with a great 
background and overall experience 
along with love of the sport and en-
couragement.” 

Kealy says she has learned a lot 
from her sisters as their approach to 
coaching — while similar — also 

had differences that she could pick 
up on and use. 

“I also loved coaching  with 
Bob Nangle in Pipestone for sev-
eral years and learned much from 
him,” she says.  “There are many 
dedicated coaches in our state who 
bring passion and love for the kids 
to our sport.”

Kealy says the hardest part of 
coaching track and field is probably 
how hard it is to get to everyone.  

“With all the different events, 
we are sometimes pulled in many 
different directions and we try to 
give everyone what they need but it 
can be difficult,” she says.

Kealy says this year will be 
interesting because the sport has 
moved to three classes.  

“Previously, Minnesota had 
class A and class AA,” Kealy says.  
“We were in class AA previously 
with the larger schools.  We will be 
in class AA this year which looks 
like it will be a good fit for us.” 

AAA has been added to the 
sport whch will feature higher class 
schools with higher enrollments. 

Kealy says the last time there 
was a class change in the MSHSL, it 
was in 1976 when they made a two 

Bulldog girls track team moving 
to middle class

SCHEDULE
4/12 @ Cambridge-Isanti
4/19 Home-Becker
4/22 @ Pierz Healy
4/26 @ Monticello
4/28 @ Pillager
5/5 @ Delano
5/10 @ Rocori
5/12 @ Princeton
5/19 Home-Becker
5/25 @ St. Francis
6/1 @ Monticello
6/3 @ Monticello

Go 
Bulldogs!

Spring Sports &
Activities Guide

THE 2022 BECKER BULLDOG GIRLS TRACK & FIELD TEAM. (In no particular order) Paige Maunu, Madalynn Finney, Sarah 
Woelfel, Skylar Schug, Kayla Gruenes, Regan Hausmann, Brooklyn Karel, Meghan Swanson, Karen Gonzalaz, Olivia Babler, 
Avery Boyer, Alea Briggs, Anna Kuklok, Kylee Morton, Lexi Rose, Kiera Spencer, Lauren Woelfel, Kayla Paulson, MaKenna 
Smith, Abby Atwood, Grace Gifford, Reese Hausmann, Olivia Maunu, Ella McDonald, Leon Morris, Mina Nelson, kailey Thomp-
son, Natalie Trenz, Katelyn Brower and Raelee Lyon. (Patriot Photo by Mark Kolbinger).

THE BULLDOG GIRLS AND BOYS TRACK & FIELD TEAMS hosted an indoor 
meet last week. (Submitted Photo).

Numbers are up for Bulldog boys track
By Mark Kolbinger,
Contributing Writer

Several new faces greeted Head 
Coach Paul Schmidt on the first day of 
practice this year, as he returns for his 
16th year in charge of the Becker boys 
track program. A year ago, it was a mat-
ter of quality over quantity for the team, 
which was down on numbers but had 
several top performers.

With the increase in number of ath-
letes, Schmidt thinks this year’s squad 
can compete with the teams in the upper 
half of the conference.

“Having nearly 30 Varsity athletes 
this year should allow for us to be more 
competitive  in all events,” Schmidt 
says. “We have some high expectations 
for some of our athletes that finished last 
year with really good performances.”

The Bulldogs will feature a number 
of returning letter winners, including 
Carter Leither (12), Tyson Ricker (11), 
Mason Becker (11), Caleb Reckelberg 
(11), Owen Angell (9), and Carter Reck-
elberg (9).  The first four of those return-
ers will serve as Captains for this year’s 
team.

“Tyson Ricker made it to State in the 
1600 which was a highlight last year,” 
Schmidt says. “Owen Angell had a great 
year in the 300 hurdles and Pole Vault. 
Carter Reckelberg had personal bests in 
the triple jump and long jump last year.”

The Bulldogs will rely on that expe-
rience as the rest of the team figures out 
their best events.  

“Our goal is always to see individual 
improvement and be able to compete as 
a team as well,” Schmidt adds.

New for the MSHSL track season 
this year is a three class format, mean-
ing Becker will no longer compete in the 

post-season as part of the largest class in 
the state, with the likes of Moorhead and 
other top enrollment schools.

“It should help, as we are compet-
ing now with teams that are comparable 
in size to Becker,” Schmidt says. “Also 
our new section is comprised of teams 
that are close to us – in the past we had 
to travel to places like Moorhead, Detroit 
Lakes and Thief River Falls for our sec-
tion meets. Now, our section runs from 
Big Lake to Rocori.”

This year’s coaching staff will look 
familiar, as Schmidt and head girls coach 
Trish Kealy will use the same philosophy 
as in the past when it come to providing 
instruction.

Schmidt will work with high jump-
ers, sprinters and the sprint relays, while 

Kealy takes on the distance runners and 
hurdlers.  Dustin Weege returns to work 
with pole vaulters, disc and shot throw-
ers, while Tony Miller coaches the triple 
jumpers, long jumpers and 
sprints.

“We work together to 
coach both girls and boys 
athletes in those events,” 
Schmidt says.

In terms of his predic-
tions for the year, Schmidt 
does see the potential for 
some of his performers to 
set their sights on a few 
school records over the 
coming years.

“It’s hard to predict 
records that could possibly 

be broken, but the potential is there,” 
Schmidt says. “Tyson Ricker has the 
possibility of the 1600 and 3200 re-
cords and two years to go for them. 
Owen Angell has the potential for the 
pole vault record and four years to 
chase that, Carter Reckelberg some-
day could challenge the triple and 
long jump records, but all of these are 
future possibilities.”

In the meantime, Schmidt has his 
squad focusing on the practice neces-
sary for individual improvement.

“We want to be able to compete 
as a team and be in the top three each 
meet,” Schmidt says. “We look for 
individual  and team improvement 
throughout the year.”

In addition to the boost in num-
bers of athletes, Schmidt says the 
team is also happy to be competing in 
what feels like a more normal atmo-
sphere after the past two years.

“I’m glad that we are starting our 
season normal this year,” Schmidt says.  
“Last year we were uncertain of how 

everything was going to play out amidst 
COVID. This season feels like things are 
more normal.”

THE BECKER BOYS TRACK TEAM returns some top performers from last year’s team.  Combined with a big increase in 
numbers, it should prove to be a successful season for the Bulldogs. (Photo by Mark Kolbinger.)

class system for girls. 
“Being in a new class will be interesting for us this 

year as we have not run against some of these schools 
for a while,” she says. “We are looking forward to a 
fun season and are excited to be back with a full season 
after being cancelled in 2020 and having an abbreviated 
season last year.”

24/7 Emergency Service
Fire Damage - Water Damage - Storm Damage

320-743-3440 • Clear Lake, MN 55319
www.royalrenovations.net

Good Luck to all 
local athletes!
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 Girls Lacrosse

Becker

Tennis
By Mark Kolbinger,
Contributing Writer

The Becker Bulldog boys tennis 
team has two important ingredients 
on the roster as Head Coach Hokan 
Bengtson looks to cook up another 
successful season: tradition and tal-
ent.

Entering his 20th 
season as the head 
coach, Bengtson’s 
teams have compiled 
an impressive 237-122 
record and have built 
a reputation as a tough 
team to play against.

Added to the mix 
this year is a team 
loaded with talent and 
experience and it just 
may be enough to push 
the team to its first sec-
tion title.

“This year we will 
rely on our experience 
gained last season – 
lots of young guys 
played for our varsity 
last year,” Bengtson 
says. “This year we 
will have a chance to 
compete for the sec-
tion title, a task that we have never 
accomplished despite finishing run-
ner-up six times.”

A year ago, the Bulldogs won 
their fifth Mississippi 8 Conference 
championship and posted an overall 
record of 19-5, losing in the section 
semifinals to state entrant Bemidji. 
Many of the top guns from that team 
return this season.

“2022 will be an exciting year 
for our team. We have a lot of young 
guys that had good seasons in 2021,” 
Bengtson says. “It will be interesting 
to see who has improved their game 

and what positions they earn for this 
new season. A lot of our kids have 
been working hard all winter and de-
veloping their skills.”

Leading the way for the Bulldogs 
will be a trio of captains, senior Luke 
Bordson and juniors Ryan Bengtson 
and Eli Scheideman. They are part of 
a total of nine returning letter win-

ners expected to share the load for 
the Bulldogs, giving the team an ex-
tremely experienced lineup.

Included in that group is return-
ing Most Outstanding Player Zach 
Bengtson, who handled the #1 sin-
gles position as year ago as a fresh-
man and went 19-12 overall, taking 
third in Section 8AA.

The other top singles player from 
last year, Luke Bordson, also looks to 
build on an impressive junior season 
that saw him go 18-7.

“Luke is looking to have a great 
senior season and will definitely be 

one of our key players this year as he 
leads on and off the court,” Bengtson 
says.

Last year’s top doubles team 
also returns, as Schedideman (25-5) 
and Ryan Bengtson (28-3) earned a 
trip to the state tournament a year ago 
where they fell to the eventual cham-
pions from Edina.

Other returning letter winners in-
clude: Troy Nuest, Landon Peterson, 
Sawyer Brown, Bruce Kraemer and 
Nick Gruber.

The talent and experience should 
translate into wins for the Bulldogs.

“In our program, wins and losses 
are important. We always strive to 
win the championship,” Bengtson 
says. “The top team in the Missis-
sippi 8 will be Cambridge. They 
only graduated one senior from last 
season.”

Joining Bengtson on this year’s 
coaching staff will be Brent Scheide-

Tradition, talent will be key for 
Bulldog tennis

By Bill Morgan, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

To our readers: we (Patriot) 
reached out to the coaches for 
Bulldog baseball, Bulldog Boys 
Lacrosse, Hornet boys tennis 
and Hornet girls golf teams to 
participate in our spring sports 
preview but received no re-
sponse.

While we intend to do our 
best to feature each and every 
sports team for each season 
of each school year, we rely 
heavily on getting information, 
stats, photos, etc. from coaches, 
statisticians and parents to com-
plete our sports sections.

If any of the coaches for the 
aforementioned teams wishes to 
still submit info for their squads 
and have it run in next week’s 
Patriot, please send an email to: 
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.
com.

Thank you for your under-
standing and your readership!

Patriot 
reached out to 
other sports 
teams

SCHEDULE
4/19 Home-Becker
4/21 @ Monticello
4/25 @ Chisago Lakes
4/29 @ Big Lake
5/2 @ Rocori
5/5 Home-Becker
5/6 @ STMA
5/9 Home-Becker
5/10 Home-Becker
5/12 Home-Becker
5/17 @ St. Cloud Tech
5/19 Home-Becker
5/20 @ Delano

man, Jason Dilly, Steve Borst and Auggie Le-
wandowski.  Together, they will try and fulfill the 
mission of the tennis program.

“The most important thing for me as the head 
coach is to develop these young men and to chal-
lenge them beyond what they thought they could 
do,” Bengtson says. “While we are growing and 
learning, the challenge is to constantly be seeking 
a purpose greater than ourselves. ‘How can I as a 
coach or player make those around me better?’”.

Add that philosophy to the recipe and maybe 
the Bulldogs can cook up that state tournament 
berth in 2022.

SCHEDULE
4/9 Home-Becker
4/11 Home-Becker
4/12 Home-Becker
4/14 Home-Becker
4/19 @ Big Lake
4/22 Home-Becker
4/25 Home-Becker
4/26 Home-Becker
4/29 Home-Becker
5/2 @ Foley
5/3 @ Princeton
5/5 @ North Branch
5/9 Home-Becker
5/10 Home-Becker
5/13 Home-Becker

Go 
Bulldogs!

Spring Sports &
Activities Guide

THE BECKER BULLDOG TENNIS TEAM was able to get outside for some practice before the weather turned cold again.  
With a great deal of experience and talent on the team, it could be a special season for the Bulldogs. (Photo by Mark Kolbinger.)

By Bill Morgan, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

Anicca Lundeen returns to the 
helm of the Becker Bulldog girls la-
crosse team. She has 35 athletes in the 
system and her assistants are her hus-
band Mike and father-in-law Dwight 
(goalie coach).

Lauren Pietrowski and Piper 
Schmidt are the team’s student-man-
agers.

“We are excited to have them as 
part of our team,” said Anicca.

The captains for this year’s 
team are seniors Jaz Toedter, Gabby 
Thelen, Cami Ramola and Cassie 
Hinrichs.  

“Each of them brings a differ-
ent dynamic and perspective to not 
only the group of captains, but to the 
team,” said Anicca.  “It is well bal-
anced.  They all have their individual 
strengths that help them all be great 
leaders when put together.”

Lundeen says she thoroughly en-
joys being a coach and continues to 
delve into getting to know the sport 
better each and every year. 

“I have enjoyed getting to know 
the students outside of the classroom, 
in a different environment,” she says.

Lundeen says the sport has con-
tinued to reel from the challenges of 
COVID-19 with the amount of play-
ers that didn’t come out because of 
the cancelled 2020 season.  

“Getting youth to start Lacrosse 
has been tough,” she says.  “I hope 
the program can get its numbers up so 
the future high school program will 
have girls who have been playing and 
want to continue to play.”

Anicca, a World Language 
Teacher at the high school, thinks that 
by her getting to know the girls not as 
students, but as players has been most 
rewarding.

“As a teacher you are limited 
with time and ability to create deeper 
relationships,” she says.  “The several 
hours each day that we are together 
lets us all know one another on a dif-

ferent level.”
In the beginning of the season, 

Lundeen, her coaches and players 
focus about 50% of their time on con-
ditioning and the other 50% on skill 
work.  

“Lacrosse is a game that requires 
a lot of stamina so we work to build 
that so we don’t get tired during 
games,” she says.  “Then once we 
start games, there is very little time to 
actually practice.  Those practices we 
focus on getting better at game situa-
tions and learning from what we need 
to from game to game.”

Lundeen says improvement from 
the beginning of the season to the end 
is the emphasis she looks for in her 
team.  

“If we can say that we got better 
everyday at something, then that is 
success to us,” she says.  

Wins and losses matter, but Lun-
deen doesn’t key in on just that. 

“Winning a state title is always 
the goal,” she says.  “But Minnesota 
Lacrosse has one class, unlike other 
sports that have at least two classes 
and usually more.  For us to win, we 
have to beat the biggest and the best 
schools in the entire state.”

With the football tradition at 
Becker Schools and her unique asso-
ciation with some of the school’s best 
coaches and mentors, Anicca feels 
very lucky for both her and her ath-
letes to have assistants like her hus-
band and father-in-law.

“I am in constant awe of my hus-
band Mike,” she says.  “He knows 
more about sports and strategy than 
anyone I know.  He studies and puts 
in incredible amounts of time to learn 
and get better.  The team is very lucky 
to have him.”

She also credits the youth 
coaches with the “teaching” of the 
fundamentals of the sport of lacrosse.

“The girls that have been in the 
program have been playing for lon-
ger than I have been coaching,” she 
says. “Fortunately, they come into 
ninth grade with wonderful skills and 

a general knowledge of the game.”
“Lacrosse is still a growing 

sport,” Anicca says.  “Getting play-
ers to start at an early age is definitely 
a key to developing skills. Having 
players who have time to dedicate 
more practice time throughout the 
whole year rather than just the eight 
weeks of the season would also help 
get teams to higher levels.”

Bulldog girls lacrosse team still 
a growing sport

 Boys Lacrosse
SCHEDULE

4/14 Home-Becker
4/19 @ Big Lake
4/21 Home-Becker
4/25 Home-Becker
4/28 Home-Becker
4/30 Home-Becker
5/2 Home-Becker
5/5 @ Brainerd
5/9 @ Monticello
5/12 @ Chisago Lakes
5/17 Home-Becker
5/19 @ Sartell-St. Stephens
5/20 Home-Becker



By Ken Francis,
Contributing Writer

The Big Lake baseball team will look a lot different 
this year.

The Hornets had 12 seniors on the roster last season 
and all those players are gone as a new season kicks off. 
And that will make this season very interesting.

There are four seniors and five juniors on this year’s 
entire baseball roster. Another 22 are ninth-graders.

“It’s going to be kind of a trial and error while we 
figure out who belongs where,” says second-year coach 
Loren Holthaus. “We’ve got some good young kids, but 
as far as my expectations, I have no idea.”

The Hornets finished 13-12 last year and won their 
opening round section game. That may be something to 
shoot for this year, but it’s too early to know how the 
team will fare.

Pitching is always a big factor, and the staff this 
season has more questions than answers.

“We’ll see what the pitching is like,” says Holthaus. 
“We’ve got a lot of guys who can throw, but they still 
have to prove they can be pitchers.”

A few JV players were pulled up to varsity at the  

end of last season. But the reality is, only three players 
have any varsity experience. Many are JV players from 
last season.

Holthaus says most of the players are competing 
for positions on the field. Junior Keenan Hjermstad will 
be the starting catcher. But he also pitches, and when 
he’s on the mound it will cause some shifting to make it 
work. Backup catcher Jaxyn Tschritter plays on JV, so 
he has to move up when Hjermstad pitches.

It looks like Conner Stern will play center field. 

Nolan Reiter plays left field, some infield and does 
some pitching. Isaiah Terlinden is one of the pitchers, 
but the rest of the positions will develop as the season 
progresses.

“The main thing is, we have to throw strikes and we 
have to be able to hit the ball,” says Holthaus. “That was 
our problem last year, we were so inconsistent hitting.”

He says the team has talent, but not varsity expe-
rience. Many players were on travelling teams, so they 
have some experience playing at a higher level. But they 
are unproven so far, and there might be a lot of shifting 
between varsity and JV as the players work to earn their 
spot.

“Some guys will need a JV uniform one week and 
varsity the next week,” says Holthaus. “There’s going 
to be a lot of guys moving around until we can figure 
out who can handle varsity before we keep them there.”

The Hornets were scheduled to host Cam-
bridge-Isanti to open the season Tuesday. That game 
was postponed to May 25 due to weather. Thursday’s 
game against Princeton was also postponed. Weather 
permitting, they host Holy Family Catholic 4:30 p.m. 
Monday, visit Chisago Lakes Tuesday and host St. Fran-
cis 4:30 p.m. Thursday.

By Bill Morgan, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

Hornet Softball Coach Kimberly Bowen has 14 
girls on her varsity squad and her assistants this year 
are Kathy Mason, Tony Loftus, Carlee Stenslie, and 
Kellie Morehouse.

The team consists of seniors Masyn Deckard, 
Taya Fjone, Caitlyn Fourdyce, Cassie Howe, Sydney 
Stortz, Megan Vetter, juniors Emerson Bowne, Tristyn 
Deckard, Emma Jacobs, Anna Lund, Ruby Stockham, 
sophomores Grace Knodle, Sydnie Loftus and fresh-
man Ava Prosser.

“These are a great group of girls to coach,” said 
the Hornet Head Coach.  “They work hard and want to 
learn and get better every day.”  

Bowen said that in 2020, of course, the season was 
canceled due to COVID-19. In 2021, her team had to 
stop play for 10 days due to COVID-related issues and 
another five days due to moving to distance learning.  

“This really disrupted our season and made us play 
a lot of games in the last two weeks of the season,” 
she said.

Bowen enjoys the role of head coach and says 
the most rewarding part of coaching is watching these 

young women grow and become 
more confident not just in their 
softball skills but in all aspects 
of their life.

Bowen named her captains 
for 2022 in Masyn Deckard, 
Cassie Howe and Taya Fjone - 
all seniors.  

“They were chosen as cap-
tains because they are great 
leaders, put the team first, and are 
excellent role models for the rest of 
the team,” Bowen said.

With Mother Nature not quite cooper-
ating yet this spring, Bowen and her squad spend 
many days indoors in the batting cages and playing 
catch. Her team spends about 15-20 minutes on ex-
ercising and stretching — key to staying limber and 
enduring the summer heat.

“I want the girls to have fun while working hard 
every day to improve,” said Bowen. “If we do that, we 
will reach our other goals as well.”

“The hardest part about coaching softball is the 
mental aspect of the game,” Bowen says. “There is a 
lot of time to think in the game of softball and each 

player is in the spotlight 
at some time during the 
game.” 

She also points out 
that softball is also a sport 
where you fail more than 
you succeed.  

“The best hitters fail 
six out of every 10 at 
bats,” she says. “You must 

be mentally tough enough 
to handle that failure and keep 

believing in yourself.”
And in order to have her team 

playing at a level comparable to the rest of 
the best, Bowen has a unerring philosophy.

“We need to keep doing our drills to improve our 
skills and make sure our positive thoughts are louder 
than the voice of doubt within us all.

Bowen is a Science Teacher at the high school.
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Softball
Big Lake

Hornet softballers 
having fun while 
working hard

By Bill Morgan, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

To our readers: we (Patriot) reached 
out to the coaches for Bulldog baseball, 
Bulldog Boys Lacrosse, Hornet boys ten-
nis and Hornet girls golf teams to par-
ticipate in our spring sports preview but 
received no response.

While we intend to do our best to 
feature each and every sports team for 
each season of each school year, we rely 
heavily on getting information, stats, 
photos, etc. from coaches, statisticians 

and parents to complete our sports sec-
tions.

If any of the coaches for the afore-
mentioned teams wishes to still submit 
info for their squads and have it run in 
next week’s Patriot, please send an email 
to: reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com.

Thank you for your understanding 
and your readership!

Patriot reached out 
to other sports teams

SCHEDULE
4/7 vs. Princeton
4/12 @ Chisago Lakes
4/14 vs. St. Francis
4/18 @ Zimmerman
4/19 @ Monticello
4/21 vs. Becker
4/26 @ Cambridge-Isanti
4/28 @ Princeton
5/3 vs. Chisago Lakes
5/5 @ St. Francis
5/6 vs. Monticello
5/10 @ Becker
5/12 vs. North Branch (DH)
5/12 vs. North Branch (DH)
5/13 vs. Sauk Rapids-Rice
5/17 vs. Cambridge-Isanti
5/20 @ Buffalo

Baseball
SCHEDULE

4/7 vs. Princeton
4/11 vs. Holy Family
4/12 @ Chisago Lakes
4/14 vs. St. Framcis
4/19 @ Monticello
4/21 vs. Becker
4/26 @ Cambridge-Isanti
4/28 @ Princeton
4/29 @ Zimmerman
5/2 vs. Sauk Rapids-Rice
5/5 @ St. Francis
5/6 vs. Monticello
5/10 @ Becker
5/12 @ North Branch
5/16 vs. North Branch
5/17 vs. Chisago Lakes
5/20 @ Providence Academy
5/24 @ Willmar
5/25 vs. Cambridge-Isanti

Go 
Hornets!

Spring Sports &
Activities Guide

Young Hornet 
baseball team in 
transition year

Tennis
SCHEDULE

4/12 @ Princeton
4/19 vs. Becker
4/26 vs. St. Franics
4/28 vs. North Branch
5/3 @ Cambridge-Isanti
5/5 @ Monticello
5/9 vs. Sauk Rapids-Rice
5/10 vs. Chisago Lakes
5/12 @ Foley
5/19 Team Sections 
5/21 Individual Sections

WE’RE CHEERING FOR YOU 

HORNETS!
Cory Laugen 

570 Humboldt Drive, Suite 202, Big Lake
(763) 263-0513
www.corylaugeninsurance.com

GOOD LUCK
Hornet Athletes!

Good luck, 
spring sports 

teams!

PLAYERS ON THE HORNET BASEBALL TEAM warm up outside for the first time 
this season on Monday. Bad weather has kept their practices confined to the gym. 
(Photo by Ken Francis.)



By Bill Morgan, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

Bill Miller returns for his “15-ish” year as the Big 
Lake Hornet boys golf team head coach. He has 11 
boys who have come out for the team and they include: 
Tyler Anderson, Ryker Stukenholtz, Riley Siegrist, 
Aidan Johnson, Nick Selbitschka, Henry Knier, Jacob 
McDonald, Blake Anderson, Max Worley, John Mc-
Cormack, and Josh Peterson.

Miller’s assistant coach is Jennifer Neaton.
“One of the challenges I’ve faced over the years 

is always finding enough guys to fill the squad,” said 
Miller. “(However), starting them out as youngsters and 
watching them grow as golfers and into young men is 
very rewarding.”

Miller’s captains this year are Tyler Anderson and 
Ryker Stukenholz, who are both seniors. 

“They have been with the program since at least 
middle school and both are great leaders for the team,” 

Miller says. 
Miller says his boys don’t 

really do any strength training to 
gear up for the season but they 
do conduct their own stretching 
and routines before swinging a 
club. 

“I think the most import-
ant thing to me, as a coach is 
to have fun as a team with our 
main goal to make it to day two 
of sections.

“That has never happened 
before,” he says. 

Miller would be amiss if he 
didn’t acknowledge his love for 
the game and coaching has come from 
someone very close to himself.

“My dad taught me a lot about coaching and 
golf,” he says. 

Miller says mental toughness is the biggest chal-

lenge to coach and it is cer-
tainly a major struggle for his 
guys.

“Getting in the right 
headspace before meets,” he 
says in regards to focus and 
mental toughness. “If they 
can get that figured out I be-
lieve we can reach our goal.”

Miller is a custodial 
supervisor at Independence 
School. The team is sched-
uled to play their first match 
April 12 at Bulrush Golf 

Course in Rush City. Teams 
competing will be North Branch, 

Becker, Cambridge-Isanti, Chisago 
Lakes, Monticello, Princeton and St. 

Francis.
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Boys Golf
Big Lake

Girls Golf

Hornet boys golfers 
seeking mental toughness SCHEDULE

4/12 @ Rush City
4/14 @ Pebble Creek
4/18 @ Monticello
4/20 @ Refuge
4/22 @ Hutchinson
4/25 @ Monticello
4/27 @ Greystone Golf
4/29 @ Grand National GC
5/3 @ Pebble Creek
5/6 @ Little Crow GC
5/9 @ Chisago Lakes
5/12 @ Kimball
5/18 @ Cambridge-Isanti
5/20 @ Grand National GC
5/23 @ Princeton
5/26 @ Grand National GC
5/28 @ Grand National GC

SCHEDULE
4/11 @ Monticello
4/19 @ The Ponds
4/28 @ Chisago Lakes
5/2 @ Pebble Creek
5/5 @ Fox Hollow
5/9 @ Monticello
5/13 @ Grand National GC
5/16 @ Princeton
5/18 @ Rush City
5/25 @ Cambridge-Isanti
5/26 @ Grand National GC
5/28 @ Grand National GC

Spring Sports &
Activities Guide

Track
SCHEDULE

4/12 @ Cambridge-Isanti
4/14 @ Princeton
4/19 @ Becker
4/21 @ Annandale
4/28 Home-Big Lake
4/29 @ Hamline University
5/3 Home-Big Lake
5/5 @ Cambridge-Isanti
5/10 @ Rocori
5/12 @ Princeton
5/17 @ Monticello
5/19 @ Becker
5/20 @ Stillwater
5/21 @ Stillwater
5/25 @ St. Francis
6/1 @ Monticello
6/3 @ Monticello
6/10 @ STMA
6/11 @ STMA

By Bill Morgan, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

To our readers: we (Patriot) reached out 
to the coaches for Bulldog baseball, Bulldog 
Boys Lacrosse, Hornet boys tennis and Hor-
net girls golf teams to participate in our spring 
sports preview but received no response.

While we intend to do our best to feature 
each and every sports team for each season of 
each school year, we rely heavily on getting 
information, stats, photos, etc. from coaches, 
statisticians and parents to complete our 

sports sections.
If any of the coaches for the aforemen-

tioned teams wishes to still submit info for 
their squads and have it run in next week’s 
Patriot, please send an email to: reporter.
bill@patriotnewsmn.com.

Thank you for your understanding and 
your readership!

Patriot reached out 
to other sports teams

By Ken Francis, Contributing Writer

    The Big Lake boys track and field team is look-
ing to score lots of points in meets this season. And the 
distance events will be a big part of that scoring.

    “We’re going to pretty heavy in the distance 
events,” says Coach Bob Blanchard. “They were state 
champions in cross country, and they’re going to be our 
go-to bread-and-butter almost every meet.”

   The top four distance runners for the cross coun-
try team were Kade, Layton, Owen Layton, Christian 
Noble and Jack Leuer. Add to those another three or 
four experienced runners, and the Hornets could com-
pete for the win in the 3200, 1600, 800 and 4x800 meter 
events in most of their meets.

   The Layton bothers finished 1-2 in the 1600 last 
week, with Leuer not far behind in third.

   Noble, who went to the state meet in the 800 
last season, won the event at Monticello last week with 
Kade Layton second and Leuer third.

   But the team is also well-rounded in other areas. 
In field events, look for Hayden Thieke to be near the 
top in the long jump and triple jump. He won both 
events in the Monticello indoor meet last week, hitting 
the 40-foot mark in the triple jump.

   The Hornets have a contingent of high jumpers 
who could place in almost every meet, including Car-
son Kunz, who went 6’2” last season and is looking 
to break the school record of 6’3”. Kyle Ginther and 
Wuoson Nehwah placed in the top five in the high jump 
and can hold their own in the long jump.

   Christian Noble has gone 11 feet in the pole vault 
already this season, with teammate Spencer Vold clear-
ing 10’6”. They finished 1-2 last week.

   Luke Hugo almost reached  the 40-foot mark in 
the shot put at Monticello, which will place him near 
the top in some meets.

   Trevor Maruska went over 37 feet in the triple 
jump and was second in 55 meter hurdles last week.

  Some sprinters to watch this season are Thieke, 
Joe Murphy, CJ Mikely, Amado Espinosa and Evan Se-
cord. They can compete in events from the 100 to 400 
meters and sprint relay events.

    If everyone stays healthy, it could be a good year 
for the Hornets.

Hornet boys track is 
talented, experienced  

Hornet girls track eager to start seasoN
By Ken Francis, Contributing Writer

  The Big Lake girls track and field team is looking 
for some of the younger athletes to step up and have a 
good season when they finally get outside.

     The team has 50 girls on the roster this season, 
compared to 36 last year when COVID restrictions af-
fected many school activities. 

   “We had some good performances last year,” says 
Pelot. “It was a little weird with being a COVID sea-
son, but we were able to have some meets, which was 
important after 2020 when we didn’t have anything.”

  Pelot has seen some promising signs already in 
the Becker Time Trials and Monticello Indoor meet 
early this season.

   “The 4x100 relay should be good this season, 
with all the girls (Jade Flavin, Grace Gardner, Kenna-
die Ell and Grace McCrone) being together since their 
freshman year,” says Pelot.

  Gardner was second in the triple jump and took 
third in the high jump at Monticello. Hannah Strom was 
second in the pole vault and Raina White took second 

in the long jump.
   Ava Eastman, a freshman,  had a great perfo-

mance in the 200 meters at the Becker time trials.
   Emilee Doperalski is the leader on the distance 

squad, just as she was on the cross country team. She 
will be joined by Jaden Anderson, one of the team cap-
tains, and a group of girls looking to break into the top 
three or four spots. 

   Hailey Anderson and Grace Olson should do well 
in shot put and discus. And Jax Ages should fit in well 
in the 400 meters, says Pelot.

   It should be an interesting season,”  says Pelot. 
Our fresman group is 15, which is amazing. I’m really 
excited to see how they do.” 

   The Hornets were scheduled to compete in a con-
ference quad meet at home Tuesday. But because of 
weather conditions, the meet was postponed to a date to 
be determined. A 9th and 10th grade meet was sched-
uled for Thursday, weather permitting, results to follow 
next week. 

   The next two varsity meets are Tuesday at Cam-
bridge and Thursday at Princeton.

KADE LAYTON AND 
OWEN LAYTON ran stride for 
stride and finished 1-2 in the 
1600 meters at Monticello last 
week. (Photo by Ken Francis.)

EMILEE DOPERALSKI keeps her stride in the 1600 meters. She was 
Big Lake’s top finisher in the event. (Photo by Ken Francis.)



By Bill Morgan, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

The Big Lake Hornet Boys Lacrosse team has 32 
students registered for the program in grades 7-12. Brad 
Weber returns as head coach and his assistant coaches 
are Jason Snoddy and Kyle Fagen. Student Managers 
are Emma Kucher, Alexia Eastey and Tayler Choate.

“This is the season I most look forward to each 
year,” says Weber. “I enjoy the challenges of coaching 
a team that varies from very new to fairly experienced 
players, and finding ways to get each of them as far 
along their development curves as possible.” 

Weber says with the loss of the 2020 season, it was 
probably the biggest challenge he’s had to face in this 
program. 

“We had just finished our first varsity season and 
were starting to see improving recruiting trends in both 
the High School and youth programs, but that lost sea-
son resulted in a number of players going to other ac-
tivities that were opened up earlier, and set us back a 
number of years in terms of numbers growth.”

For Weber, watching the day-to-day improvement 
in his athletes is the most rewarding. 

“In newer players, when you step back and review 
their progress from the season, it’s very clear in terms 
of stick skill improvement,” he says. “For the more ex-
perienced players, that growth usually occurs in terms 
of better decision making within the games.”

Weber says he has not yet finalized all of the cap-
tains for this season as he is now co-opping with Princ-
eton, and they’re looking to add a captain from the 
Tiger’s team.

Weber says the team’s formal practice template 
changes throughout the year. 

“Early in the season, we plan to spend 75-80% on 
stick and other individual technical skills,” he says. 

“With the rest (of the time) in-
troducing the team tactics we’ll 
use early in the season. As we 
start getting more into the game 
season, it will shift to a 50-50% 
split between individual techni-
cal skills and team tactics.” 

Weber says his team holds 
practice a little bit later after 
the end of the school day, and 
this allows players who can get 
there right away some time for 
speed and agility work.

Though season records, 
playoff pushes and trophy cel-
ebrations are ideal, Weber makes 
sure he instructs the kids properly on 
the sport while sharpening their skills. 
After that, it’s sending them out and hoping they 
soak it all in.

“For me, it’s finding the right balance between 
having fun while pushing player development,” he 
says. “Having fun keeps the kids interested, and mak-
ing them better each practice will help us take care of 
the on-field game records (wins, playoffs, and state 
tournament).”

Weber credits the coaches he’s had through the 
years for helping him fine tune his coaching strategies.

“I often go back to the coaches I had throughout 
high school,” he says. “They all put the outcome of the 
events on us as players, and never blamed officiating 
for negative outcomes.” 

But one coach Weber had, seems to stand out in his 
mind over others.

“Most of all, my high school baseball coach (Jim 
Senske) always drilled the fundamentals, with the ex-
pectation that the other team was going to have to beat 

us, because we weren’t going 
to make many mistakes.”

Lacrosse has many play-
ers playing positions that 
have certain tasks and duties 
to ensure great offensive 
opportunities while limiting 
the opponents chances. One 
of the toughest positions is 
the goaltender, who has to 
face blistering shots from 
all angles while navigating 
the front of the goal and the 
players weaving through.

Weber sees that position 
as a priority this year.
“I find the hardest thing to 

work on is goal tending and making the 
time to get them the development work they 

need,” Weber says. “That is going to be a focus of 
ours this year.”

And how does Weber hope to get his team to be 
better competitors?

“If you compare the “elite” programs in boys la-
crosse in the state to those that finish lower each year, 
the biggest difference is the strength and health of the 
youth programs supporting the high school programs,” 
Weber says. “For a varsity game, we can roster 24 play-
ers, and in each game, you can pretty accurately predict 
the winners based on the ages of the players in those 24. 
As the sport of lacrosse grows in greater Minnesota, 
these gaps will continue to close.”
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Call us today! 
763.275.0275

Boys 
Lacrosse

Big Lake

Girls 
Lacrosse

Hornet boys lacrosse 
looking for right balance

SCHEDULE
4/18 Home-Big Lake
4/19 Home-Big Lake
4/25 @ Monticello
4/26 vs Rocori
4/28 @ Becker
4/30 @ Park Center
5/2 Home-Big Lake
5/6 @ Rocori
5/12 Home-Big Lake
5/14 Home-Big Lake
5/16 Home-Big Lake
5/17 @ Two Rivers
5/19 @ St. Cloud Apollo

SCHEDULE
4/14 Home-Big Lake
4/19 @ Becker
4/21 @ Mound Westonka
4/26 @ Rocori
4/29 Home-Big Lake
5/3 @ Sauk Rapids-Rice
5/5 Home-Big Lake
5/10 Home-Big Lake
5/14 @ Grand Rapids
5/16 @ Brainerd
5/17 Home-Big Lake
5/19 Home-Big Lake
5/26 @ Chisago Lakes

Spring Sports &
Activities Guide

Hornet girls lacrosse 
looking for first win
By Bill Morgan, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

The Big Lake Hor-
net Girls Lacrosse team 
started their 2022 season 
April 4. Currently they 
have approximately 15 
student athletes registered, 
and are expecting to have 
around 25 players total 
once season progresses.

Lindsey Hartfiel re-
turns to the helm of the 
team and she is assisted 
by Zach Barzee (Asst. 
Coach), Katie Bondhus 
(Volunteer Coach) and 
Mackenzie Cypull (Vol-
unteer Coach).

Hartfiel has been the 
coach of Big Lake girls 
lacrosse since the spring 
of 2020.

“We did not have 
a season in 2020 due 
to COVID-19 and state 
guidelines and this past 
2021 season was my first 
official season,” she said. 
“As the girls head coach 
working with this group 
of girls — some that had 
played previously — but 
the majority were new to 
the sport.” 

Hartfiel says her girls 
showed up day-in and 
day-out last year, not hav-
ing “scoreboard” success. 

“Did we get a win 
last season? No,” Hartfiel 
said. “But the amount of 
growth each player made 
by the end of the season 
was tenfold.” 

Hartfiel says one of 
the coolest moments was 

seeing her girls get the 
first goal in program his-
tory and having the whole 
sideline of girls go wild!  

“I enjoy coaching 
this lacrosse team as they 
bring a lot of energy and 
positivity to the game,” 
she says. “I know they 
are going to see more and 
more success as we grow 
as a program.”

Hartfiel spends most 
of the year coaching youth 
and high school student 
athletes. During the fall 
and winter, she coaches 
youth hockey and she’s 
been coaching lacrosse in 
the spring. 

“One thing I try to 
maintain in all sports 
that I have the privilege 
of coaching is teaching 
these players account-
ability, respect, love for 
the game, and at the end 
of the day trying to mold 
our student athletes to be 
good people,” she says. 
“By encouraging and rais-
ing these players to have 
those qualities they are 
able to succeed not only 
on the field, but in life and 
their futures in the com-
munity.”

Hartfiel’s 2022 team 
captains are seniors 
Janelle Gerdts, Hailey 
Schuller and Kaitlyn 
Smith.

“Each of these girls 
demonstrated positive atti-
tudes, strong work ethics, 
and the leadership quali-
ties that our coaching staff 
feels would help bring 

our young team together 
and have the most success 
this season,” Hartfiel said. 
“We also have a large 
group of senior players 
that are not captains, but 
are just as important and a 
part of our leadership core 
as well.”

Hartfiel points out 
that the lacrosse season is 
very short, so hitting the 
ground running from day 
one is essential for her 
team. 

“The more condi-
tioned and basic skills 
players have to start the 
season the better,” she 
says. “Our focus generally 
has been on basic skill, 
but this season as we have 
many returning players 
we will spend some more 
time on team systems as 
well.”

“As we are a young 
program, the most import-
ant thing to me (in refer-
ence to success) would be 
growing the interest and 
love for lacrosse in our 
community,” said Hart-
fiel. “As a coach of this 
program, winning is im-
portant, but growing this 
program is more import-
ant than wins on a score 
sheet. With that said I be-
lieve this season has high 
potential for gaining our 
programs first win under 
the guidance of our up-
perclassman and returning 
players.”

“I am a young coach 
and am always learning 
from my fellow coaches 

and navigating each 
team,” Hartfiel says. “I 
don’t have a specific coach 
that I have patterned my 
coaching style on yet, but 
know I have learned more 
and more each season I 
coach.”

Hartfiel says being 
able to yield both a varsity 
and junior varsity squad 
is important for player 
development. And she 
knows that with hard work 
comes great gains.

“The more girls that 
put in extra work to im-
prove their lacrosse skills 
are the players that will 
achieve more success,” 
she says. “Many other 
programs in Minnesota 
have developed some col-
legian level talent, which 
shows girls can continue 
their lacrosse career in 
college.”

One of the biggest 
tasks for Big Lake’s Head 
Coach is realizing you 
have a group of players 
that may not have played 
lacrosse before — so one 
of the tougher parts is 
teaching the girls the rules 
of the game. 

“There is some over-
lap from other sports, but 
there are certainly lacrosse 
specific rules that can take 
some time for players 
to learn,” Hartfiel says. 
“Once they get it and it 
clicks the players are able 
to play multiple positions 
on the field more easily.”

 

Get Back to the Top
SPINE CARE

320-259-4100       
StCloudOrthopedics.com

Ask for

3315 Roosevelt Rd.  
St. Cloud, MN 56301

1901 Connecticut Ave S. 
Sartell, MN 56377

320-259-4100       
StCloudOrthopedics.com

We know life is meant to be actively enjoyed. 
That’s why we’re so dedicated to helping you 
move with ease once again. For expert 
treatment options from people who truly 
care, ask for St. Cloud Orthopedics.

Have a great season, athletes!

www.hirshfields.com

Monticello - 500 Pine Street  (763) 295-4442
Waite Park - 117 3rd Street NE  (320) 259-6506

4258 105th Ave Clear Lake, MN 55319 • (320) 742-2791

BriggsLakeStore.com

Have a 
great 

season, 
athletes!
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Classifieds

HANSON PAVING. Residen-
tial & commercial. Driveways, 
parking lots, asphalt, paving & 
asphalt patchwork. No job too 
small. Call for a free estimate 
320-259-7874 office. 3636 
Quail Rd., Sauk Rapids. We 
accept Visa & Mastercard. 
www.hansonpaving.com
________________________

Asphalt/Blacktop

OAK PARK
CREAMERY

See us for all your feed 
needs. Hubbard, Heims, 
Purina & Oak Park brand 
feeds. Crystalyx tubs. We 
specialize in small orders 
of custom made feed. RR 
Corn $194.00/Bag. EN-
LIST E3 Soybeans $50.00/
Bag.

OAK PARK CREAMERY
16623 Ironwood Rd NE

Oak Park, MN
320-968-7864

Farm Supplies

NOTICE: Outdoor Furnace, 
Parts and Supplies, High 
demand and limited avail-
ability. Plan and look ahead. 
Reserve now to have one 
for this summer or fall instal-
lation. We feature Central 
Boiler furnaces and products 
for complete installation. We 
have Financing available, 
26% Tax Credit available on 
some models. Reserve today  
Class-Act Outdoor Furnace 
763-972-6255                              
________________________

Outdoor Furnaces

TOTAL LAWN CARE, INC.
Locally owned & operated 
since 1985. Fertilization, core 
aeration, guaranteed control 
of: weeds, crabgrass, mos-
quitoes, ants/ticks/spiders, 
grubworms and Emerald Ash 
Borer. Experience the differ-
ence! 320-685-4131. 
www.lawntlc.info.                            
________________________

Lawn Care

AUTOMOBILES
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK 
TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. 
Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax Deduct-
ible, Free Towing, All Paperwork 
Taken Care Of. CALL 1-855-977-
7030 (mcn)

DONATE YOUR CAR TO 
CHARITY. Receive maximum 
value of write off for your taxes. 
Running or not! All conditions ac-
cepted. Free pickup. Call for details. 
855-752-6680 (mcn)

CABLE/INTERNET
DIRECTV for $79.99/mo for 12 
months with CHOICE Package. 
Watch your favorite live sports, 
news & entertainment anywhere. 
First 3 months of HBO Max, Cin-
emax, Showtime, Starz and Epix 
included! Directv is #1 in Customer 
Satisfaction (JD Power & Assoc.) 
Some restrictions apply. Call 1-866-
296-1409 (mcn)

Earthlink High Speed Internet. 
As Low As $49.95/month (for the 
first 3 months.) Reliable High Speed 
Fiber Optic Technology. Stream 
Videos, Music and More! Call 
Earthlink Today 1-855-679-7096. 
(mcn)

DISH Network. $64.99 for 190 
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet, 
$19.99/mo. (where available.) 
Switch & Get a FREE $100 Visa 
Gift Card. FREE Voice Remote. 
FREE HD DVR. FREE Streaming 
on ALL Devices. Call today! 1-855-
434-0020 (mcn)

BEST SATELLITE TV with 2 
Year Price Guarantee! $59.99/mo 
with 190 channels and 3 months 
free premium movie channels! Free 
next day installation! Call 855-824-
1258. (mcn)

DirecTV Satellite TV Service 
Starting at $74.99/month! Free In-
stallation! 160+ channels available. 
Call Now to Get the Most Sports 
& Entertainment on TV! 844-558-
1767 (mcn)

EDUCATION
COMPUTER & IT TRAINING 
PROGRAM! Train ONLINE to get 
the skills to become a Computer 
& Help Desk Professional now! 
Grants and Scholarships available 
for certain programs for qualified 
applicants. Call CTI for details! 
1-844-843-2771 (mcn)

TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MED-
ICAL BILLING! Become a Med-
ical Office Professional online at 
CTI! Get Trained, Certified & ready 
to work in months! Call 833-751-
0776. (M-F 8am-6pm ET) (mcn)

E M P L O Y M E N T / H E L P 
WANTED
Dakotaland Transportation Inc. 
is in search of cabinet haulers that 
are willing to travel the great USA 
and be home weekly. – Must have a 
Class A CDL. We have great bene-
fits: health, dental, vision, life, sup-
plementary, simple iras. Come join 
this great big happy family. dlt@
dtisf.com. www.dakotalandtrans-
portation.com. Call 800-822-2703 
(mcn)

FINANCIAL
STOP worrying! SilverBills elim-
inates the stress and hassle of bill 
payments. All household bills guar-
anteed to be paid on time, as long 
as appropriate funds are available. 
Computer not necessary. Call for a 

FREE trial or a custom quote today. 
SilverBills 1-866-918-0981(mcn)

The COVID crisis has cost us all 
something. Many have lost jobs 
and financial security. Have $10K In 
Debt? Credit Cards. Medical Bills. 
Car Loans. Call NATIONAL DEBT 
RELIEF! We can help! Get a FREE 
debt relief quote: Call 1-866-552-
0649.(mcn)

BUSINESS LINE OF CREDIT 
$5000 TO $100K, 550 Credit 
Score. APPLY TODAY!!!! Go To 
:http://mysuccessmadeeasy.com For 
questions call Clarence @ 678-231-
0911. (mcn)

HEALTH & MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator 
May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mobil-
ity with the compact design and-
long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 844-716-
2411.(mcn)

50 Blue Pills for only $99.00! Plus 
S&H. Discreet, Save $500.00 Now! 
Call Today. 1-855-917-5790 (mcn)

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 350 plus 
procedures. Real dental insurance- 
NOT just a discount plan. Do not 
wait! Call now! Get your FREE 
Dental Information Kit with all 
the details! 1-855-973-9175 www.
dental50plus.com/https://www.
dental50plus.com/midwest #6258 
(mcn)

Aloe Care Health, medical alert 
system. The most advanced med-
ical alert product on the market. 
Voice-activated! No wi-fi needed! 
Special offer! Call and mention 
offer code CARE20 to get $20 off 
Mobile Companion. Call today! 
1-855-654-1926. (mcn)

Hero takes the stress out of man-
aging medications. Hero sorts and 
dispenses meds, sends alerts at dose 
times and handles prescription re-
fill and delivery for you. Starting 
at $24.99/month. No initiation fee. 
90-day risk-FREE trial! Call 1-855-
484-6339.(mcn)

INCOME OPPORTUNITIES
Become a published author! Pub-
lications sold at all major secular 
& specialty Christian bookstores. 
CALL Christian Faith Publishing 
for your FREE author submission 
kit. 1-888-981-5761 (mcn)

MISCELLANEOUS
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced de-
bris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 15% off Entire Pur-
chase. 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-855-577-1268. 
Promo Code 285. (mcn)

Wesley Financial Group, LLC 
Timeshare Cancellation Experts. 
Over $50,000,000 in timeshare debt 
and fees cancelled in 2019. Get free 
informational package and learn 
how to get rid of your timeshare! 
Free consultations. Over 450 pos-
itive reviews. Call 877-326-1608. 
(mcn)

Looking for assisted living, mem-
ory care, or independent living? 
A Place for Mom simplifies the 
process of finding senior living at 
no cost to your family. Call 1-877-
580-3710 today! (mcn)

The Generac PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery storage system. 
SAVE money, reduce your reliance 
on the grid, prepare for power out-
ages and power your home. Full 
installation services available. $0 
Down Financing Option. Request a 
FREE, no obligation, quote today. 
Call 1-877-381-3059. (mcn)

LONG DISTANCE MOVING: 
Call today for a FREE QUOTE 
from America’s Most Trusted Inter-
state Movers. Let us take the stress 
out of moving! Speak to a Reloca-
tion Specialist, call 877-327-0795. 
(mcn)

FREE AUTO INSURANCE 
QUOTES for uninsured and in-
sured drivers. Let us show you how 
much you can save! Call 855-995-
2382 (mcn)

NEED NEW FLOORING? Call 
Empire Today® to schedule a 
FREE in-home estimate on Carpet-
ing & Flooring. Call Today! 844-
785-0305 (mcn)

UPDATE YOUR HOME with 
Beautiful New Blinds & Shades. 
FREE in-home estimates make 
it convenient to shop from home. 
Professional installation. Top qual-
ity - Made in the USA. Call for free 
consultation: 866-970-3073. Ask 
about our specials! (mcn)

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. 
EASY, ONE DAY updates! We 
specialize in safe bathing. Grab 
bars, no slip flooring & seated 
showers. Call for a free in-home 
consultation: 855-836-2250. (mcn)

Never clean your gutters again! 
Affordable, professionally installed 
gutter guards protect your gutters 
and home from debris and leaves 
forever! For a FREE Quote call: 
877-761-1449 (mcn)

Prepare for power outages today 
with a GENERAC home standby 
generator. $0 Money Down + Low 
Monthly Payment Options. Request 
a FREE Quote. Call now before the 
next power outage: 1-877-228-5789 
(mcn)

PETS/PUPPIES FOR SALE
FLUFFY AKC COCKER SPAN-
IEL PUPS. Shots/Vet. ONLY 9 
LEFT! 920-563-3410. Pennylan-
ecockerspaniel.com (#268588). 
(mcn)

RV/CAMPERS
Campers / Fifth Wheels / Desti-
nations / Park Models. 7th Annual 
Open House and RV Show. April 
18-24, M-F 8-6; Sat 8-5; Sun 8-2. 
Indoor heated showroom. Register 
for great door prizes! $500 discount 
on any unit purchased during the 
show with this ad. Quietwood RV, 
1710 Hwy 14 W. Janeseville WI, 
608-757-2700(mcn)

WANT TO BUY
PAYING TOP CA$H FOR 
MEN’S SPORT WATCHES! 
Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek 
Philippe, Heuer, Daytona, GMT, 
Submariner, Speedmaster.. Call: 
866-314-9742. (mcn)

TOP CA$H PAID FOR OLD 
GUITARS! 1920-1980 Gibson, 
Martin, Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone, 
Guild, Mosrite, Rickenbacker, Prai-
rie State, D’Angelico, Stromberg. 
And Gibson Mandolins / Banjos. 
866-470-1643. (mcn)

DESKTOPS AND LAPTOP 
REPAIR. On-site or drop off. 
Computer cleanup - upgrades. 
Big Lake, 763-263-7070.
________________________

Computers

FREE
ADULT BASIC ED & GED

CLASSES
GED Test Preparation

It’s never too late to learn!

Call Community Ed for more 
information 763-261-4506

Tuesdays from 6-8:30 PM
Becker High School Library

(Enter Door #11)
No need to Pre-Register,

 just come to class!

Adult Basic Ed.

Minnesota Newspaper Association Classifieds

MURPHY
CHEVROLET

New & Used Cars & Trucks
(320) 968-6239

www.murphychevrolet.com

Automotive

220 USED CARS to choose 
from. We also BUY used cars. 
Guaranteed Approval! Brandl 
Auto Connection, 559 Hwy 10, 
St. Cloud (next to the red barn 
Dairy Queen). 320-229-1900. 
Apply online at: 
www.BrandlAutoConnection.com
________________________

Used Cars

Young @ Heart

3rd Thurs. Each Month, 
11:30 Lunch and Program
Rejoice Lutheran Church 

Clearwater, MN

Seniors

HASSAN SAND & 
GRAVEL has a large se-
lection of decorative rock, 
pulverized & screened top-
soil, all types of driveway 
aggregates, wood & rubber 
mulch, landscape supplies, 
play/volleyball/mason sand, 
fieldstone boulders, steps & 
natural quarry stone, syn-
thetic turf products. M-F 
7am-4pm & Sat. 7am-noon, 
13530 Williamdale Rd., 
Rogers. 763-428-2393.
www.HassanSand.com

Clip this ad & save $20 
off your purchase of 

$100 or more!
Exp. 11/13/22

Landscaping Supplies

NOW TAKING 
APPLICATIONS FOR THE 

WAITING LIST: 
Broadway Square, 

River Park View & Terrace View 
Monticello, MN 

1 & 2 Bedrooms 
School View Square

Big Lake, MN 
1, 2 & 3 Bedrooms

Elk Terrace & Jackson Place
Elk River, MN 

1 & 2 Bedrooms 

Clearwater Park View 
Clearwater, MN 

1, 2 & 3 Bedrooms

MetroPlains Management LLC 
(763) 263-1955

M-F 7:30am - 4pm

Game Time

Apartments

Annandale
Square Apts
Quality Affordable 
Apartment Living
Family & Senior Units 

Available. Income 
Restrictions Apply. 

On-Site Laundry, Car Plug 
Ins, Heat Incl, Play Area.

320-274-5206
Lisa

Equal Housing Opportunity

   

 
 
		

 
		   
		   
	  
		

Becker Area Senior 
Center (BASC) Upcoming 

Events
BASC at Becker 

Community Center (BCC)
Mon., Apr. 11: Open All 
Day; 5am-Coffee’s on  
Tues., Apr. 12: 9am-Coffee, 
Conversation; 9:15am-500 
Card Club Today-cash prizes
Wed., Apr. 13: Open All 
Day; 5am-Coffee’s on; 12pm-
Liberty Bingo at BASC 
at BCC-gift cards & cash 
prizes
Thurs., Apr. 14: 9am-Coffee, 
Conversation, Cards; 11am-
Play Upwards & Scrabble
Fri., Apr. 15: Open all Day; 
5am-Coffee’s On; 11:30am-
Lunch on the Run in Becker: 
Pizza Depot
Becker Community Center: 

763-200-4271
BASC Coordinator: 

Carol Brunn
Blood Pressure available 
whenever BASC is open  

Send activity/class 
opportunities to: 

basc.becker@gmail.com

 
 

This Week’s  
Calendar Events:

Sun. - Apr. 10, 2022:
• Palm Sunday
• National Siblings Day
• National Farm Animals Day
• National Encourage a Young 
Writer Day
• National Bookmobile Day
• National Library Workers Day
• Salvation Army Founder’s Day
• National Dog Bite Prevention 
Week (4/10-4/17)
Mon. - Apr. 11, 2022:
• World Parkinson’s Day
• National Pet Day
• Barbershop Quartet Day     
Tues. - Apr. 12, 2022:
• International Be Kind to 
Lawyers Day
• National Grilled Cheese San-
dwich Day
• National Licorice Day
• Education & Sharing Day           
Wed. - Apr. 13, 2022:
• National Scrabble Day
• National Peach Cobbler Day
• International Day of Pink              
Thurs. - Apr. 14, 2022:
• BHS-Student Half Day, Dis-
tance Learning 8:10-12:15
• Pecan Day
• National Dolphin Day 
• Pan-America Day
• National Gardening Day
• Holy Thursday
Fri. - Apr. 15, 2022:
• BLS-No School
• CVS-No School-Spring Break
• Good Friday
• Passover Begins (4/15-4/23)
• Sinking of the Titanic: Anniver-
say, 1912
• National Tax Day
• Abraham Lincoln: Assassina-
tion Anniversary, 1865      
Sat., Apr. 16, 2022:
• National Eggs Benedict Day
• National Orchid Day
• Major League Soccer Begins
• Moon Phase: Full Pink Moon
• National Healthcare Decisions 
Day
• Emancipation Day
• Record Store Day
• National Auctioneers Day  

(Becker Schools=BS 
Becker High School=BHS   

Becker Middle School=BMS  
Becker Intermediate School=BIS 

 Early Childhood Family  
Education=ECFE

Big Lake School=BLS 
Clearview School=CVS)

Apartments

 
Big Lake Senior Center

The Big Lake Senior 
Club meets Tues., 1-4pm, Big 
Lake City Hall, 160 Lake St. 
North. 

We would love to have 
you join us for card games, 
refreshments  & conversation. 
For More Information Call: 

(763) 309-1010 and/or 
(763) 207-8703

To Place A 
Classified Ad

Call the
Patriot

763-275-0275

                                     Week of April 10, 2022             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

MISCELLANEOUS

WANTED TO BUY

AUCTIONS

MISCELLANEOUS

EMPLOYMENT

SEED/FEED/GRAINS

ROOFING

SPEECH LANGUAGE 
PATHOLOGIST 

(Grades PreK- 4). New London-
Spicer Schools. MN licensure 
required. For more information, 
see www.nls.k12.mn.us/employment 

WANTED: 
ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES 

Running or not. Titled or not. Cash 
in exchange. Sell now while prices 
are high! Call Dan at 612/720-2142

SOYBEAN WHITE MOLD 
have you worried this year? We 
want to help with a winning strat-
egy for 2022. Call Heads Up 
Plant Protectants 866/368-9306

DO YOU NEED NEW SHINGLES?
Wausau Homes established 1960 off ers 
quality service, fair pricing, free esti-
mates and  nancing. Call 320/360-8298 or 
littlefalls@wausauhomes.com for details.

LARGE ESTATE AUCTION 
Sat. April 16 9AM. Loc. VFW Zum-
brota, MN www.houghtonauctions.com 
Firearms, duck decoys, vintage  shing, 
Tonka’s, Adv. Collectibles, plus more. 
Houghton’s Auction 651/764-4285

THE GENERAC PWRCELL 
A solar plus battery storage system. Save 
money, reduce your reliance on the grid, 
prepare for power outages and power your 
home. Full installation services available. $0 
down  nancing option. Request a free, no 
obligation quote today. Call 888/913-5895 

LOOKING FOR ASSISTED LIVING
memory care, or independent living? 
A Place for Mom simpli es the pro-
cess of  nding senior living at no cost to 
your family. Call 888/715-1720  today!

DONATE YOUR CAR 
truck or boat to Heritage For The 
Blind. Free 3-day vacation, tax de-
ductible, free towing, all paper-
work taken care of 844/220-9501 

DISH NETWORK $64.99 
for 190 Channels! Blazing fast inter-
net, $19.99/mo. (where available.) 
Switch & get a FREE $100 Visa gift 
card. FREE voice remote. FREE 
HD DVR. FREE streaming on ALL 
devices. Call today! 855/562-4309

MOBILEHELP
America’s premier mobile medi-
cal alert system. Whether you’re 
home or away. For safety and peace 
of mind. No long term contracts! Free 
brochure! Call today! 877/629-2287

SOLUTION TO PUZZLE
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Clear Lake/Clearwater - Organizations
Clear Lake Legion 

Meets the second Tues. of the month at Palmer 
Twp. Hall. The Legion will meet at 7pm. New mem-
bers are always welcome. Bud Stimmler at (320) 
761-5793.

Clear Lake Lions 
Meets the first & third Tues. of the 

month at 4180 105th Ave., Clear Lake 
at 7:30pm. Please contact any Lions  
member or one of the officers listed on our website:  
www.clearlakelionsmn.org

Clear Valley Business Connections
Meets quarterly on the 2nd Thurs. 

of the month from 11:30am-1pm at vari-
ous locations. Glenna Soenneker, President,  
(320) 267-4361, clearvalleybc@gmail.com.

Clearwater AA/Al-Anon
Meets at 7pm, Sun. night at Clear-

water United Methodist Church, 405 Main 
St. Clearwater. (320) 310-1399 for AA  or 
(320) 558-6613 for Al-Anon.

Clearwater AA Meeting
Meets Mon. nights, 7pm at Rejoice Lutheran 

Church, 1155 CR 75, Clearwater. (612) 801-7317.
Clearwater Area Friends of the Library
Clearwater Area Friends of the Library are currently  

accepting donations of gently used 
books, DVDs & CDs for their used book-
store located in the Clearwater Library.  
Donations are tax deductible & can be dropped off at 
the Clearwater Library.

Textbooks, dictionaries, encyclopedias, outdated  
medical books, magazines, & moldy 
books cannot be accepted. All proceeds 
from the sale of used books are used to  
support the programs, services & equipment of the 
Clearwater Library.

Clearwater American Legion Post 323 & 
Auxiliary

Clearwater Legion meetings are held the sec-

ond Thurs. of the month. Auxiliary 6:30pm, S.A.L. at 
7pm, Legion 7:30pm. Clearwater Legion, Clearwater.

Clearwater/Clear Lake Food Shelf
Open Mon. 5:30-7pm, Tues. 9-11am & 

6-8pm, Wed. 3-5pm & in the brown Lions 
Community Building beneath the water 
tower in Clearwater.  We service residents of  
Clearwater & Clear Lake.

Clearwater Narcotics Anonymous 
 Meets at 7pm, Wed. night at Clearwater United  

Methodist Church, 405 Main St. Clearwater. (612) 
607-4484.

Free Grace Recovery
Sun. 6-8pm at Clear Lake Town Hall, 7684 1st 

Ave. W. Clear Lake. A light meal will be served at 
6pm. Everyone is welcome. Justin or Renee at (612) 
384-9069.

Lions Club of Clearwater
 Meets second Tues. of the month at 8pm. Clear-

water Lions Pavilion. www.clearwaterlionsmn.com
Young @ Heart

Community Young@Heart will meet on the 
third Thurs. of every month at Rejoice Lutheran 
Church, 1155 Co. Rd. 75, Clearwater, MN. Join us: 
10:30 to meet & greet old & new friends, 11:30 lunch 
(suggested donation), 12pm program.

Miscellaneous - Organizations
Every Child Deserves a Family! WE NEED 

YOU!
Sherburne County is recruiting Foster Homes! 

Family Foster Care offers a temporary home until 
children can be safetly reunited with their families 
or achieve permanency through kinship care or adop-
tion. Foster Care is the 24-hour care of a child in a 
home that meets the child’s basic need for food, shel-
ter, clothing, medical & dental care, privacy, safety, 
& adult supervision.

Children enter Foster Care whose families are  
experiencing difficulties, have special medical, emo-
tional, or developmental needs or who struggle with 
their own issues such as mental health, behavior, or 

truancy. Foster Care is the least restrictive out-of-
home placement option & most likely a family set-
ting.

Please contact: Chelsea Doherty  763) 765-4033 or  
chelsea.doherty@co.sherburne.mn.us. 

FREE - Advocates for Independence
 First & third Wed. of the month 

2-4pm at Independent Lifestyles, 215 
North Benton Drive, Sauk Rapids. Make a  
difference in your community for people w/disabilities.  
Michele Pelka (320) 281-2042.  All abilities are wel-
come to attend.

FREE - The Saint Cloud Area Parkinson’s 
Disease 

(PD) Support Group invites you to “Coffee &  
Conversation” the last Wed. monthly at 10am 
at Edgewood Living 677 Brianna Drive, Sar-
tell. Meetings are open to those diagnosed w/
PD, their families, caregivers, & the general  
public. Group provides support, ed-
uca t ion ,  & awareness  about  the  
disease. Bobbi (320) 281-3343.  

Mental Health Discussion Group
Meets Mon., 6-7pm at Independent Lifestyles, 

215 N. Benton Dr., Sauk Rapids. This is a free group, 
everyone is welcome. Ricky (320) 281-2025.

Parkinson’s Disease Support Group
M e e t s  t h i r d  M o n .  o f  t h e 

month,  f rom 1-2:30pm at  ILICIL  
Independent Lifestyles, 215 N. Benton Dr., Sauk 
Rapids. This free group provides support, education, 
& awareness about the disease. Independent Life-
styles at (320) 529-9000.

Rivers of Hope
Advocates for ending family violence, is a non-profit  

community based agency offering advo-
cacy, support, education & referral services 
for victims of family violence. Working in  
partnerships w/schools, law enforcement, social ser-
vice agencies & the court system in Sherburne & 
Wright Co. (763) 295-3433 or 1-800-439-2642 or 
info@riversofhope.org. Free & confidential. Phones 

answered 24/7.
Volunteer as a Foster Grandparent 

L o c a l  s c h o o l s  &  o r g a n i z a -
tions need caring adults like you!  
Orientation, training & ongoing support are provided. 
Pat Braun (612) 390-0617.

Wright County Community Action
You have been affected & are having or 

are anticipating having difficulity paying your  
mortgage, WCCA is here to help you navigate 
your options & keep your home. To speak with 
a homeownership advisor, call Wright County  
Community Action at (320) 963-6500 ext. 238 today.  
Services are unbiased, confidential & free of charge. 

Upcoming Becker Events
Becker Cemetery Association Notice

Spring Cleanup will be Sat., Apr. 16. Anything 
you wish to keep must be taken off before Apr. 15. 
On Apr. 16, the cemetery helpers will remove any-
thing left on the grave sites. The following week new 
decorations may be put out.

Upcoming Clearwater Events
Young @ Heart

Young at Heart will be held on Apr. 21, 2022, 
beginning at 10:30am at Rejoice Lutheran Church, 
1155 County Rd 75, Clearwater MN. 

The day begins with cards, coffee, & conversa-
tion with friends new & old. Lunch will be served at 
11:30am. (suggested donation) with Gift Card Bingo 
to follow. All prizes will be Gift Cards to local busi-
nesses. Please call Rejoice office at 320-558-6851 
for a reservation which helps us prepare a meal for 
everyone. We look forward to seeing you!

Announcements

Public Notices
Office of the Minnesota 

Secretary of State
Certificate of Assumed Name

Minnesota Statutes, 
Chapter 333

The filing of an assumed 
name does not provide a user with 
exclusive rights to that name. The 
filing is required for consumer 
protection in order to enable cus-
tomers to be able to identify the 
true owner of a business.
ASSUMED NAME: Green 
Haven Farm Market
PRINCIPAL PLACE OF BUSI-
NESS: 18366 County Road 14 
NW Big Lake MN 55309 USA
NAMEHOLDER(S):
Name: 
Green Haven Farm Market 
LLC
Address: 
3000 Metro Drive Suite 260 
Bloomington MN 55425 USA

If you submit an attachment, 
it will be incorporated into this 
document. If the attachment con-
flicts with the information specif-
ically set forth in this document, 
this document supersedes the data 
referenced in the attachment.

By typing my name, I, the 
undersigned, certify that I am 
signing this document as the per-
son whose signature is required, 
or as agent of the person(s) whose 
signature would be required who 
has authorized me to sign this 
document on his/her behalf, or in 
both capacities. I further certify 
that I have completed all required 
fields, and that the information in 
this document is true and correct 
and in compliance with the appli-
cable chapter of Minnesota Stat-
utes. I understand that by signing 
this document I am subject to the 
penalties of perjury as set forth in 
Section 609.48 as if I had signed 
this document under oath.
SIGNED BY: Mai Her
MAILING ADDRESS: 18366 
County Road 14 NW Big Lake 
MN 55309 USA
EMAIL FOR OFFICIAL NO-
TICES: Excluded
Work Item: 1294573300035
Original File Number: 
1294573300035
STATE OF MINNESOTA
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 
OF STATE
FILED
02/12/2022
11:18 PM
/s/ Steve Simon
Secretary of State
(Published in the Patriot: 
04/02/22; 04/09/22).
______________________

Office of the Minnesota 
Secretary of State

Certificate of Assumed Name
Minnesota Statutes, 

Chapter 333
The filing of an assumed 

name does not provide a user with 
exclusive rights to that name. The 
filing is required for consumer 
protection in order to enable cus-
tomers to be able to identify the 
true owner of a business.
ASSUMED NAME: Minnesota 
Bats
PRINCIPAL PLACE OF BUSI-
NESS: 4722 45th Ave SE Saint 
Cloud MN 56304 USA
NAMEHOLDER(S):
Name: 
Monty R. Gregoire
Address: 
4722 45th Ave SE Saint Cloud 
MN 56304 USA

If you submit an attachment, 
it will be incorporated into this 
document. If the attachment con-
flicts with the information specif-
ically set forth in this document, 
this document supersedes the data 
referenced in the attachment.

By typing my name, I, the 
undersigned, certify that I am 
signing this document as the per-
son whose signature is required, 
or as agent of the person(s) whose 
signature would be required who 
has authorized me to sign this 
document on his/her behalf, or in 
both capacities. I further certify 
that I have completed all required 
fields, and that the information in 
this document is true and correct 

and in compliance with the appli-
cable chapter of Minnesota Stat-
utes. I understand that by signing 
this document I am subject to the 
penalties of perjury as set forth in 
Section 609.48 as if I had signed 
this document under oath.
SIGNED BY: Monty R. Gregoire
MAILING ADDRESS: None Pro-
vided
EMAIL FOR OFFICIAL NO-
TICES: montygregoire@gmail. 
com
Work Item: 1280633400027
Original File Number: 
1280633400027
STATE OF MINNESOTA
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 
OF STATE
FILED
12/21/2021
11:59 PM
/s/ Steve Simon
Secretary of State
(Published in the Patriot: 
04/09/22; 04/16/22).
___________________________

NOTICE OF ASSOCIATION 
LIEN FORECLOSURE SALE

WHEREAS, default has been 
made in the terms and conditions 
of the Declaration of Harrison’s 
Cove Homeowners Association 
(henceforth the Declaration) dated 
August 11, 2003 and recorded in 
the office of the County Recorder 
in and for Sherburne County, 
Minnesota on August 18, 2003 
as Document No. 518022 which 
said Lien covers the following 
described property situated in the 
County of Sherburne and State of 
Minnesota, to-wit:

Lot 4, Block 10, Harrisons 
Cove, CIC No. 39, according 
to the plat thereof on file and 
of record in the Office of the 
Sherburne County Recorder.
Street Address: 677 
Independence Drive, Big 
Lake, MN 
PID #65-520-1008

WHEREAS,  pursuant 
to said Declaration, there is 
claimed to be due and owing 
as of the date of this Notice by 
Nicole Nelson as unit owner to 
Harrison’s Cove Homeowners 
Association, the principal amount 
of Three Thousand One Hundred 
Twenty-seven Dollars and 84/100 
($3,127.84) for assessments 
through March, 2022; and no 
action being now pending at law 
or otherwise to recover said debt 
or any part thereof, and;

WHEREAS, pursuant to said 
Declaration, said debt creates a 
lien upon said premises in favor 
of Harrison’s Cove Homeowners 
Association. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, 
notice is hereby given that 
by virtue of the power of sale 
created by statute, said lien will 
be foreclosed by the sale of said 
premises with the hereditaments 
and appurtenances, which said 
sale will be made by the Sheriff 
of Sherburne County, Minnesota 
at Sheriff’s Main Reception in the 
Sherburne County Government 
Center, 13880 Business Center 
Dr. NW, Suite 100, in the City of 
Elk River in said County on May 
18, 2022 at 10:00 a.m., at public 
auction to the highest bidder, for 
cash, to pay the amount then due 
for said assessments, together with 
the costs of foreclosure, including 
attorney’s fees as allowed by 
law. The time allowed by law for 
redemption by the unit owner, 
her personal representatives or 
assigns, is six (6) months from the 
date of said sale.

TIME AND DATE TO 
VACATE PROPERTY: If the real 
estate is an owner-occupied single-
family dwelling, unless otherwise 
provided by law, the date on or 
before which the unit owners must 
vacate the property if the lien is 
not reinstated under section 580.30 
or the property is not redeemed 
under section 580.23 is 11:59 
p.m. on November 18, 2022. If 
the foregoing date is a Saturday, 
Sunday or legal holiday, then the 
date to vacate the property is the 
next business day at 11:59 p.m. 
Dated:   March 21, 2022
HARRISON’S COVE HOME-      

    OWNERS ASSOCIATION 	
FULLER, SEAVER & 
SWANSON, P.A.
By: /s/ Timothy D. Fuller     32694
12400 Portland Avenue South, 
Suite 132 
Burnsville, MN 55337 
(952) 890-0888
Attorneys for Harrison’s Cove 
Homeowners Association 
(Published in the Patriot: 
03/26/22; 04/02/22; 04/09/22; 
04/16/22; 04/23/22; 04/30/22).
___________________________

STATE OF MINNESOTA
DISTRICT COURT

COUNTY OF SHERBURNE
TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

PROBATE DIVISION
Court File No.: 71-PR-22-48
In Re: Estate of 
RUSSELL GORDON DICK,    
   aka RUSSELL G. DICK,
         aka RUSSELL DICK,
               aka RUSS DICK,
Decedent.

NOTICE OF AND ORDER 
FOR HEARING ON PETI-
TION FOR FORMAL ADJU-
DICATION OF INTESTACY, 
DETERMINATION OF HEIRS, 
FORMAL APPOINTMENT 
OF PERSONAL REPRESEN-
TATIVE AND NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS   

It is Ordered and Notice is 
given that on May 12, 2022, at 
11:00 a.m., a remote hearing will 
be held in this Court at Elk River, 
Minnesota, on a petition for the 
adjudication of intestacy and de-
termination of Decedent’s heirs, 
and for the appointment of Steph-
anie Ferrian, whose address is 500 
E. 4th Street, Morris, MN 56267, 
as personal representative of the 
Decedent’s estate in an unsuper-
vised administration. 

Any objections to the petition 
must be raised at the hearing or 
filed with the Court prior to the 
hearing. If the petition is proper 
and no objections are filed or 
raised, the personal representative 
will be appointed with the full 
power to administer the Dece-
dent’s estate, including the power 
to collect all assets; to pay all legal 
debts, claims, taxes, and expenses; 
to sell real and personal property; 
and to do all necessary acts for the 
Decedent’s estate. 

Notice is further given that, 
subject to Minn. Stat. § 524.3-
801, all creditors having claims 
against the Decedent’s estate are 
required to present the claims to 
the personal representative or to 
the Court within four (4) months 
after the date of this notice or the 
claims will be barred.
BY THE COURT
Dated: April 4, 2022
/s/ Jordan Gregorich,
Deputy Court Administrator
FLUEGEL, ANDERSON, Mc-
LAUGHLIN & BRUTLAG, 
CHARTERED
Lynnae L. G. Lina, MN #347553
215 Atlantic Avenue, PO Box 527
Morris, MN 56267-0527
Telephone: (320) 589-4151
Facsimile: (320) 589-4154
ATTORNEY FOR PETITIONER
(Published in the Patriot: 
04/09/22; 04/16/22).
___________________________

STATE OF MINNESOTA
DISTRICT COURT

COUNTY OF SHERBURNE
TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
Court File No.: 71-PR-22-44
Estate of 
Jack Kevin Dailey,
Decedent.

NOTICE OF AND ORDER 
FOR HEARING ON PETI-
TION FOR FORMAL ADJU-
DICATION OF INTESTACY, 
DETERMINATION OF HEIRS, 
FORMAL APPOINTMENT 
OF PERSONAL REPRESEN-
TATIVE AND NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS   

It is Ordered and Notice is 
given that on the 3rd day of May, 
2022, , at 11:00 a.m., a remote 
hearing will be held in this Court 
at Elk River, Minnesota, for the 
adjudication of intestacy and de-
termination of heirship of the 
Decedent, and for the appointment 

of Kimberly Jean Dailey, whose 
address is 109 Becker Avenue 
North, Sebeka, MN 56477, as per-
sonal representative of the estate 
of the decedent in an unsupervised 
administration. 

Due to Supreme Court Order 
ADM20-8001, any objections 
to the petition must be mailed, 
e-mailed, or filed on the Court’s 
electronic filing system, together 
with a filing fee, prior to the above 
date. If the petition is proper and 
no objections are filed or raised, 
the personal representative will 
be appointed with full power to 
administer the Estate, including 
the power to collect all assets, pay 
all legal debts, claims, taxes and 
expenses; sell real and personal 
property; and do all necessary acts 
for the decedent’s estate. 

Notice is also given that 
(subject to Minn. Stat.§ 523.3-
801) all creditors having claims 
against the estate arc required to 
present claims to a personal rep-
resentative, to the attorney for the 
personal representative, or to the 
Court Administrator within four 
months after the date of this No-
tice or the claims will be barred. 
Dated: March 23, 2022
/s/ Beverly Hillesheim,
Deputy Court Administrator
Attorney for Petitioner: 
Raymond Walz #114352 
Walz Law Office 
230 East Third Street 
Post Office Box 50 
Redwood Falls, MN 56283 
Phone: (507) 637-8909 
Email: raymond@walzlaw.net
(Published in the Patriot: 
04/09/22; 04/16/22).
______________________

STATE OF MINNESOTA
DISTRICT COURT

COUNTY OF SHERBURNE
TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
Court File No.: 71-PR-22-36
In Re: Estate of 
Jacob John Alberts,
Decedent.

NOTICE OF INFORMAL 
APPOINTMENT OF PER-
SONAL REPRESENTATIVE 
AND NOTICE TO CREDI-
TORS (INTESTATE)   

Notice is given that an Appli-
cation for Informal Appointment 
of Personal Representative was 
filed with the Registrar. No Will 
has been presented for probate. 
The Registrar accepted the appli-
cation and appointed John Alberts, 
whose address is 6555 Grand 
Lake Road, Saginaw, MN 55779 
to serve as the personal represen-
tative of the Decedent’s estate. 

Any heir or other interested 
person may be entitled to appoint-
ment as personal representative or 
may object to the appointment of 
the personal representative. Any 
objection to the appointment of 
the personal representative must 
be filed with the Court, and any 
properly filed objection will be 
heard by the Court after notice is 
provided to interested persons of 
the date of hearing on the objec-
tion. 

Unless objections are filed, 
and unless the Court orders other-
wise, the personal representative 
has the full power to administer 
the estate, including, after thirty 
(30) days from the issuance of let-
ters of general administration, the 
power to sell, encumber, lease, or 
distribute any interest in real estate 
owned by the Decedent. 

Notice is further given that, 
subject to Minn. Stat. § 524.3-
801, all creditors having claims 
against the Decedent’s estate are 
required to present the claims 
to the personal representative 
or to the Court within four (4) 
months after the date of this no-
tice or the claims will be barred.   
Dated: April 1, 2022
/s/ Pamela Kreier,
Registrar
/s/ Patricia Kuka,
Court Administrator
BURNS LAW OFFICE 
Harry E. Burns MN# 0139324
111- 9th Avenue North 
St. Cloud, MN 56303 
Telephone: (320) 252-8767 
e-mail: harryb@burnslawoffice.
com 
ATTORNEY FOR APPLICANT

(Published in the Patriot: 
04/09/22; 04/16/22).
___________________________

STATE OF MINNESOTA
DISTRICT COURT

COUNTY OF SHERBURNE
TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
Case Type: Other Civil
Court File No.: 71-CV-22-235
Dustin Thuftedal and Jennifer 
Thuftedal, 

Plaintiffs,
vs.
Homefield Financial, Inc., its 
successors or assigns, also all 
other persons unknown claiming 
any right, title, estate, interest, or 
lien in the real estate described in 
the complaint herein,

Defendants.
SUMMONS

THIS SUMMONS IS 
DIRECTED TO: Homefield 
Financial, Inc., its successors or 
assigns, and all other persons 
unknown claiming any right, 
title, estate, interest, or lien 
in the real estate described in 
the complaint hereto attached. 
1. YOU ARE BEING SUED. The 
Plaintiffs have started a lawsuit 
against you. Plaintiffs’ Complaint 
is attached to this Summons. Do 
not throw these papers away. 
They are official papers that affect 
your rights. You must respond to 
this lawsuit even though it may 
not yet be filed with the Court 
and/or there may be no court 
file number on this Summons. 
2. YOU MUST REPLY WITHIN 
21 DAYS TO PROTECT YOUR 
RIGHTS. You must give or mail 
to the person who signed this 
Summons a written response 
called an Answer within 21 days 
of the date on which you received 
this Summons. You must send a 
copy of your Answer to the person 
who signed this Summons located 
at: Foley & Mansfield, PLLP, 250 
Marquette Avenue, Suite 1200, 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401. 
3. YOU MUST RESPOND TO 
EACH CLAIM. The Answer 
is your written response to the 
Plaintiff’s Complaint. In your 
Answer you must state whether 
you agree or disagree with each 
paragraph of the Complaint. 
If you believe the Plaintiff 
should not be given everything 
asked for in the Complaint, you 
must say so in your Answer. 
4. YOU WILL LOSE YOUR 
CASE IF YOU DO NOT SEND 
A WRITTEN RESPONSE TO 
THE COMPLAINT TO THE 
PERSON WHO SIGNED THIS 
SUMMONS. If you do not Answer 
within 21 days, you will lose this 
case. You will not get to tell your 
side of the story, and the Court 
may decide against you and award 
the Plaintiff everything asked for 
in the Complaint. If you do not 
want to contest the claims stated 
in the Complaint, you do not need 
to respond. A default judgment can 
then be entered against you for the 
relief requested in the Complaint. 
5. LEGAL ASSISTANCE. You 
may wish to get legal help from 
a lawyer. If you do not have a 
lawyer, the Court Administrator 
may have information about 
places where you can get legal 
assistance. Even if you cannot get 
legal help, you must still provide 
a written Answer to protect your 
rights or you may lose the case. 
6. ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE 
RESOLUTION. The parties 
may agree to or be ordered to 
participate in an alternative 
dispute resolution process under 
Rule 114 of the Minnesota 
General Rules of Practice. You 
must still send your written 
response to the Complaint even 
if you expect to use alternative 
means of resolving this dispute. 
7. THIS LAWSUIT MAY 
AFFECT OR BRING INTO 
QUESTION TITLE TO REAL 
PROPERTY located in Sherburne 
County, State of Minnesota, 
commonly known as 11406 91st 
Street Southeast, Clear Lake, 
Minnesota 55319 and legally 
described as follows:

Lot 5, Block 1, Prairie Acres, 
Sherburne County, Minnesota

(the “Property”).
a. The object of this action is to 
determine adverse claims and 
discharge a mortgage on the 
Property to Homefield Financial, 
Inc., dated August 24, 2005, and 
recorded September 22, 2005, as 
Document No. 600291
Respectfully,
FOLEY & MANSFIELD, PLLP
Date: March 2, 2022.  
/s/ Wyatt S. Partridge
Wyatt S. Partridge (#0391272)
250 Marquette Avenue
Suite 1200
Minneapolis, MN 55401
Telephone: (612) 338-8788
wpartridge@foleymansfield.com
A T T O R N E Y S  F O R 
PLAINTIFF

ACKNOWLEDGMENT
The undersigned hereby 

acknowledges that costs, 
disbursements, and reasonable 
attorney and witness fees may be 
awarded pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 
549.211 to the party against whom 
the allegations in this pleading are 
asserted.
By: /s/ Wyatt S. Partridge 
Wyatt S. Partridge
(Published in the Patriot: 
03/26/22; 04/02/22; 04/09/22).
___________________________
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Public Notices
NOTICE

Three Lake Improvement District 
5509 108th Ave

Clear Lake, MN 55319
The Three Lake Improvement District (TLID hereafter) has 

contracted to treat Curly Leaf Pondweed and Eurasian Water Mil-
foil, Aquatic Invasive Species in Briggs, Julia and Rush Lakes in 
2022. 

The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources has granted 
to the TLID a waiver of the requirement that the improvement dis-
trict obtain the signatures of approval of owners of lakeshore prop-
erty.  Instead, the TLID will notify property owners of the treatment 
through alternate forms. This notice is one form that the TLID is 
using to notify property owners. Other forms include but are not 
limited to notification on the TLID member email list and TLID 
website.

With regard to the treatment for this year, 2022:
1.	 The proposed date for treatment:  May 1, 2022 through Sep-

tember 1, 2022
2.	 The target species for the treatment: Curly Leaf Pondweed, 

Eurasian Water Milfoil 
3.	 The method of control or product being used: EPA and 

MDA registered aquatic herbicides, such as but not limited 
to, Endothall, Diquat dibromide, Florpyrauxifen-benzyl

4.	 How landowners may request that control not occur adjacent 
to the landowner’s property: If you desire that the treatment 
of Curly Leaf Pondweed or Eurasian Water Milfoil not occur 
adjacent to your property, please notify the TLID immedi-
ately at the following address and email address below:

Three Lake Improvement District
5509 108th Ave 
Clear Lake, MN 55319
scott.ruiter@grede.com 
(Published in the Patriot: 04/09/22; 04/23/22).

Town of Orrock
Notice of Spring Road Tour

Supervisors of the Town of Orrock Board will be conducting 
the Spring Road Tour on Wednesday, April 20th, 2022 – beginning 
at 9:00AM

Be it advised, there will be a quorum of Supervisors partici-
pating this road tour.

Only road conditions will be discussed. No other business and 
no decisions requiring board action will be made.

The public is welcome to follow the board on their road tour 
and inspection. Contact the Town Office if you would like to attend.
/s/ Chris Weber
Clerk, Town of Orrock
(Published in the Patriot: 04/09/22).

Three Lake Improvement Public Notices

Township Public  Notices

MINNESOTA PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS AND

AVAILABILITY OF ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
In the Matter of the Application of Xcel Energy for a Site 

Permit and Two Route Permits for the up to 460 Megawatt Sherco 
Solar Energy Generating System and Associated 345 Kilovolt 
Transmission Lines in Sherburne County, Minnesota

PUC Docket Numbers: E-002/GS-21-191 (Site Permit), E-002/
TL-21-190 (Route Permit for East 345 kV Transmission Line), E-002/
TL-21-189 (Route Permit for West 345 kV Transmission Line)

OAH Docket Number: 21-2500-37959
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Minnesota Public Utilities 

Commission (Commission) will hold an in-person public hearing and 
a remote-access public hearing on the application of Xcel Energy for 
a site permit and two route permits for the construction of an up to 
460-megawatt solar energy generating system and two 345-kilovolt 
transmission lines.

As proposed by Xcel Energy, the solar project area would consist 
of an East Block and a West Block located on approximately 3,479 
acres of land adjacent to the Xcel Energy Sherburne County Generat-
ing Plant in Sherburne County, Minnesota. The primary components 
of the solar facility would include bifacial photovoltaic panels affixed 
to a linear ground-mounted single-axis tracking system, solar invert-
ers, an electrical collection system (aboveground/belowground hybrid 
or all belowground), access roads, security fencing, two electric col-
lector step-up substations, an operation and maintenance facility, 11 
stormwater drainage basins, and 12 weather stations. The solar facility 
would connect to the electrical grid at the existing Sherburne County 
Substation by a new 1.7-mile single circuit 345 kilovolt transmission 
line for the East Block and a new 3.2-mile single circuit 345 kilovolt 
transmission line for the West Block. 

There will be two public hearings in this matter: an In-Per-
son Hearing and a Remote-Access Hearing. The information pre-
sented will be the same at both hearings.

In-Person Hearing
Date:	 Wednesday, April 20, 2022
Time:	 6:00 p.m.
Location:	 Becker High School – Performing Arts Center – Entrance 	
                  Door #3
	 12000 Hancock Street, Becker, Minnesota 55308
	 Link to Google Map: 
	 https://goo.gl/maps/mtmFL27gmhZ5ZhPd8

To find out if a meeting is canceled due to bad weather or other 
call 1-855-731-6208 or 651-201-2213 or visit mn.gov/puc.

Remote-Access Hearing
Date:	 Thursday, April 21, 2022
Time:	 1:00 p.m.
WebEx Link: 
https://minnesota.webex.com/minnesota/j.php?MTID=m756d-
e19db4f51101501700426f2477f8
WebEx Number: 2492 291 0088	
WebEx Password: dTawc4Np3V4 (38292467 from phones)
Join by Phone: 1-855-282-6330 Toll Free	
Access Code: 249 229 10088

If you are joining the hearing by WebEx and would like to ask 
a question or make a comment during the designated portion of the 
hearing, use the chat function to send a message to the meeting moder-
ator. If you are joining the hearing by phone, press *3 on your phone. 
Your line will be unmuted, and you will be able to ask your question 
or make a comment.

Additional information and instructions are available at:  
https://mn.gov/puc/activities/meetings/webex/

Public Hearing and Process Information
The Honorable Kimberly Middendorf, Administrative Law Judge 

with the Office of Administrative Hearings, will preside over the pub-
lic hearings and will provide the Commission with findings of fact, 
conclusions of law, and a recommendation. 

The purpose of the public hearings is to receive public input on 
the proposed project. Interested persons will have the opportunity 
to: (1) ask questions of the applicant and agency staff; (2) offer oral 
and written comments on the merits of the proposed project; and (3) 
suggest possible conditions to be considered for inclusion in the site 
and route permits. Members of the public may participate without the 
necessity of intervening as a party. Representation by legal counsel is 
permitted but not required.

The hearings will end when all attendees have had the opportu-
nity to comment, and all other business has been concluded, or 11:00 
p.m., whichever occurs first. Written comments may be submitted 
during the comment period following the hearing using the methods 

described in this notice.
Minnesota Statutes and Rules. This project is being reviewed 

under Minnesota Statutes chapter 216E and Minnesota Rules chapter 
7850. The rules and statutes are available for review at: www.revisor.
mn.gov. 

Written Comment Period
Written comments will be accepted through May 5, 2022, by 

4:30 p.m. Please include the docket number (21-191, 21-190, or 21-
189) in all communications. Comments received after the close of the 
comment period may or may not be considered by the Commission.

Please focus your comments on information that will help answer 
the following questions:
•	 Should the Commission grant a site permit and two route per-

mits for the proposed solar facility?
•	 If granted, what additional conditions or requirements should be 

included in the respective permits?
Comments may be submitted:
Online:	 https://mn.gov/puc/consumers/public-comments/
eDockets:	https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling
Email:	 publicadvisor.puc@state.mn.us
U.S. Mail:	Public Advisor – Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
                  121 7th Place East, Suite 350
	 St. Paul, MN 55101

Important. Comments will be made available to the public via 
the Commission’s website, except in limited circumstances consistent 
with the Minnesota Government Data Practices Act. The Commission 
does not edit or delete personal identifying information from submis-
sions.

Environmental Assessment
The Minnesota Department of Commerce (Department) has pre-

pared and issued an environmental assessment (EA) for the project. 
The EA analyzes the potential impacts of the project and possible mit-
igation measures. In addition, the EA analyzes the potential impacts of 
any alternatives contained in the Scoping Decision. The EA is avail-
able on the Department’s website and on eDockets (see Additional 
Information, below). Print copies of the EA are available from the 
Department upon request; please contact Bill Storm at the Department 
(bill.storm@state.mn.us or 651-539-1844).

Additional Information
Information on the application review process and documents 

related to the proposed project including materials from the pub-
lic hearings, the site permit application, and the environmental as-
sessment are available on the Department of Commerce website at: 
https://apps.commerce.state.mn.us/eera/web/project/14335 or the C 
ommission’s website at: mn.gov/puc, select eDockets, enter the year 
(21) and the docket number (191, 190, or 189), and select Search.

Site Permit Application. Print copies of the site and route permit 
application are available for viewing at the Great River Regional Li-
brary – Becker, 11500 Sherburne Avenue, Becker, MN 55308

Filing Requirements. Utilities, telecommunications carriers, 
official parties, and state agencies are required to file documents 
using the Commission’s electronic filing system (eFiling). All parties, 
participants, and interested persons are encouraged to use eFiling: 
mn.gov/puc, select eDockets and follow the prompts.

Full Case Record. See all documents filed in this matter via the 
Commission’s website at: mn.gov/puc, select eDockets, enter the year 
(21) and the docket number (191, 190, or 189), and select Search.

Subscribe to the Docket. To receive email notification when new 
documents are filed in this matter visit: https://www.edockets.state.
mn.us/EFiling, select Subscribe to Dockets and follow the prompts.

Project Mailing List. Sign up to receive notices about project 
milestones and opportunities to participate or change your mailing 
preference. Email docketing.puc@state.mn.us or call Leesa Norton at 
651-201-2246 with the docket number (21-191, 21-190, or 21-189), 
your name, mailing address, and email address.

Questions about these dockets or Commission process and 
procedure? Contact Commission staff, Scott Ek at scott.ek@state.
mn.us or 651-201-2255 or Charley Bruce, Public Advisor, at publi-
cadvisor.puc@state.mn.us or 651-201-2251.

If any reasonable accommodation is needed to enable you to fully 
participate in this hearing, please contact the Commission at 651-296-
0406 or 1-800-657-3782 at least one week in advance of the hearings. 

To request this document in another format such as large print or 
audio, call 651-296-0406 (voice). Persons with a hearing or speech 
impairment may call using their preferred Telecommunications Relay 
Service or email consumer.puc@state.mn.us for assistance.
(Published in the Patriot: 04/09/22).

MN Public Utilities Commission Public Notices

Impound Public Notice
On 3/29/2022 a homemade 6x8 utility trailer was impounded 

by the Becker Police Department at the address of 13995 Industry 
Ave Se Becker. The trailer is being held at Petersons Towing & 
Recovery, 19640 200th Ave Big Lake Mn, 55309. The trailer can 
be reclaimed with proof of ownership at Petersons Towing & Re-
covery by 5/27/22. (763) 262-4869.
(Published in the Patriot: 04/09/22; 04/16/22).

Impound  Public  Notices

DEADLINES
Notices & Legals

Wednesdays At Noon
Contact Kathy: 763-275-0275 

or Email:
legals.kathy@patriotnewsmn.com

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
Notice is hereby given that the City Council of the City of 

Becker, Sherburne County, Minnesota will hold a public hearing 
on Tuesday, April 19, 2022 at approximately 5:00 p.m. to consider 
changes to the City of Becker, City Code, Chapter 2, Section 2.19 
relating to the fee schedule.
/s/ Julie Blesi, City Clerk
(Published in the Patriot: 04/09/22).

City  Public  Notices

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
Notice is hereby given that the City Council of the City of 

Becker, Sherburne County, Minnesota will hold a public hearing 
on Tuesday, April 19, 2022 at approximately 5:00 p.m. to consider 
changes to the City of Becker, City Code, Chapter 10, Section 10.08 
relating to administrative fines. 
/s/ Julie Blesi, City Clerk
(Published in the Patriot: 04/09/22).

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
The Lynden Township Board of Supervisors will hold a public 

hearing on Tuesday, April 19, 2022 at 6:00 PM at the Lynden Town 
Hall, 21367 County Road 44, Clearwater MN 55320 to consider a 
variance application submitted by Donald Hagmann. The variance 
seeks to bring in to compliance the garage setback from the road 
centerline. A Sixty-three (63) foot setback is required by Stearns 
County Ordinance #439, Section 9.9.9, adopted by reference within 
Lynden Township Ordinance #7. The subject property(s) is ID 
#19.10204.0000, further described as: .21 A. FR .21 A. of Gov Lot 
1 Known as Tract 4, within Section 06, Township 121, Range 027. 
The subject property address is 927 Belview Road, South Haven 
MN 55382.

If you are unable to attend, written comments can be sent to 
Jenny Schmidt, Lynden Township Clerk, 20517 Woodbine Rd., 
Clearwater MN 55320 or emailed to clerk@lyndentownship.net 
(Published in the Patriot: 04/09/22).

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 4/10/2022 Central

EEO/AAA/m/f/Vets/Disabled

Short W� k, Great Pay and Benefi ts
CDL DRIVERS WANTED

• Class A Commercial Driver’s License (CDL-A)
• 9 Months T/T Experience in Last 3 Years

• 21+ Years of Age  • Tanker Experience a Plus  • Home Daily

Benefi ts-Vacation-Holiday
Call Linda for more details 

at 866.676.6501 or 
www.driveforcardinal.com

 Cardinal Logistics Locations In: Sauk Centre and Perham

   Citizens Alliance Bank seeks applicants for the following positions:
Core Applications Specialist – Clara City
Portfolio Loan Offi cer – Clara City
Credit Analyst – Clara City
Loan Admin Offi cer – Granite Falls
Teller/Personal Banker – Murdock
HR Specialist – Clara City
Controller – Howard Lake
RE Loan Processing Lead – Clara City, Howard Lake
Loan Offi cer – Clara City
Loan Servicing Specialists – Clara City, Howard Lake
Insurance Agent – Clara City

To view our job posting or Apply Online please visit:
citizensalliancebank.com/careers

WE’RE HIRING!
The City of Kerkhoven, MN, Public Works Department, 
is seeking a full-time Public Works Supervisor starting 
immediately. A complete job description and benefi ts 
package is available upon request.

Minimum requirements: Possess a MN Class D Water 
Operator’s and Class C Sewer Operator’s License and able 

to obtain a Class B Driver’s License within 6 months of employ-
ment. Have a valid MN Class D Driver’s License and a satis-
factory driving record. All applicants will be required to have a 
physical and are subject to a drug test. Starting wages 
$53,830-$71,780 per year/DOQ, plus excellent 
benefi ts. This is a non-union position.
TO APPLY: All applicants must complete and submit an ap-
plication for employment packet. Application forms can be 
obtained at City Hall Monday-Thursday from 8am-5pm and 
Fridays 8am-noon or by calling 320-264-2581 or by email: 
kerkhovenclerk@gmail.com.
Submit completed applications in drop box or by mail to: City of 
Kerkhoven, 208 N 10th St, PO Box 116, Kerkhoven, MN 56252. 
The City of Kerkhoven is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

City of Kerkhoven
208 10th Street North • Box 116

Kerkhoven, Minnesota 56252
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 SEEKING FULL-TIME EMPLOYEE
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763-262-1454
Becker, MN

763-452-2500
Big Lake, MN

320-743-2204
Clear Lake, MN

FUNERAL HOME • CREMATION SERVICES

www.williamsdingmann.com

FAMILY FUNERAL HOMES

SPONSORED BY:

8852 Cty Rd 23
Becker, MN 

Phone:
763.261.5656

Ralph du Monceaux, Owner
Free Loaners ~ Free Estimates 

~ Honest Work

763-261-5656
Ralph’s

Auto Body

• BECKER
Grace Lutheran Church (LCMS)
Pastor: David M. Johnson, 763-262-7782, 11185 27th Ave SE. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am, Sun. School 10:30am, Wed. J.U.M.P. 6pm.
Becker Baptist Church
Pastors: Nathan Bucher (Senior), Kevin Drehmel (Youth) & Amy Drehmel 
(Dir. of Child/Fam. Ministry), 763-261-4202, 11951 Hancock St. Services: 
Sun. Worship/Children 10:30am, Sun. School 9:15am, Wed. AWANA/
Youth Group 6:30pm during school year. www.beckerbaptist.org. 
Becker Evangelical Free Church
Pastors: Gerald Deppa (Interim Senior), Chris Salvevold (Youth), 763-261-
4125, Becker High School, Office: 11373 150th Ave SE. Services: Sun. 
Worship/Teaching/Fellowship 10am.
Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 12100 Sherburne Ave. Services: Sat. 
Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8:30am & 10:30am. Masses held 1st, 3rd & 5th Sun-
days of the month. (Masses held on 2nd & 4th Sundays in Big Lake).
Faith (Becker) Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Yolanda Denson-Byers & Vicar Molly Wills, 763-261-5751, 11755 
Sherburne Ave. Services: Sun. Worship 9:30 am, Sun. School 8:30am, 
Wed. Confirmation 5:30pm, Senior High Youth Group 1st & 3rd Wed. 6pm  
www.faithlutheran-becker.org.
Oakwood Community Church Assemblies of God
Pastors: Gerry Bass & Sarah, 763-220-6004, 13140 1st St (SW Corner of 
Becker Furniture World). Services: Sun. Bible Study/Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Snake River Free Church
Pastor: Steve Johnston, 612-219-8648, 180th St SE. Services: Sun. Worship/
Sun. School 10:30am., Hymn Sing is second Sun. of every month.
Becker Christian Center & Abundant Grace Church
Pastor: Ken Hanson, 763-262-2177, 15455 59th St SE. Services: Sun. Praise 
& Worship 9:30am, Wed. Family Fellowship 7pm.
Beacon House of Prayer
Pastors: Brian & Linda Holmes, 763-263-3771, 12264 Pleasant Ave. Ser-
vices: Thurs. Worship 6:30pm.
Free Grace United
Pastor: Kevin Wilson, 763-245-0001, Becker High School, 12000 Hancock 
St, Enter door 11. Services: Wed. Worship 6:30pm.

• BIG LAKE
Acts Seventh-Day Adventists Community Church
Pastor: Bill Nixon, 763-263-2287, 20455 187th Ave NW. Services: Sat. 
Worship 9am, Sat. Sabbath School 10:15am.
Bethany Bible Church
763-263-2167, 511 Eagle Lake Road. Services: Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Bridgeview Assembly of God
Pastor: Steve Royalty, 763-263-6274, 20500 County Road 11. Services: 
Sun. Worship 10am, Wed. Service 6:30pm.
SVEA Hill Covenant Church
Pastor: Don Bellach, 763-263-6322, 16392 235th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Cornerstone Baptist Church
Pastor: Gordon Langdon, 763-263-7878, 15300 County Road 35. 
Hope Lutheran Church (ELCA) in Orrock
763-262-0028. www.hopeintherefuge.weebly.com.
IFLESIA AMOR VIVIENTE Living Love Church
Pastores: Juan & Patricia Aguayo, 763-607-5403, 21 Lake St N. Services: 
Sat. 6pm.
Lord of Glory Lutheran Church
Pastor: Marty Mably, 763-263-3090, 15550 190th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
8am & 10am.
Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 440 Lake St N. Services: Sat. Mass 
5pm; Sun. 8:30am & 10:30am. Masses held on 2nd & 4th Sundays of the 
month (Masses held on 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays in Becker).
Riverside Church
Online: www.myrc.church, 763-263-2410, 20314 County Road 14. Ser-
vices: Sun 8:45am, 10:30am & 12:05pm.
Saron Lutheran Church
Pastor: Kyle Sidlo, 763-263-2209, 311 Lake St. S. Services: Sun. Worship 

9:30am, indoors or livestream.

• SANTIAGO
South Santiago Lutheran Church ELCA
Pastor: Daryl Thul, 763-662-2048, 14675 37th St. Services: Sun. 8am in 
Sanctury Worship, 10am in Sanctuary. Audio broadcast in parking lot for 
both services.
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church E.L.S. & Princeton Evangelical School
Pastor: Timothy Zenda, 763-662-2570, 18977 17th St. Services: Sun. 
School/Bible Class 10:30am, Divine Worship 9am.
Glendorado Lutheran (ELCA)
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Shari Routh, 920-573-0193, 1100 186th Ave NE. Services: Sun 
Good Shepherd 9am, Sun. Glendorado 10:30am.
Gethsemane Church (ELCA) – Ronneby
Pastor: Barbara Peterson, 320-983-5002, 14478 78th St. NE. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Glendorado Evangelical Country Church
Pastor: Sam Alfano, 763-662-2244, 16999 Glendorado Road NE. Services: 
Sun. School 9:30am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• CLEAR LAKE
Living Waters Church
Pastor: Mark Stahl, 320-292-0250, 7830 Church St. Services: Sun. Worship 
10am, Wed. Bible Study 6:30pm.
Trinity Lutheran Church Missouri Synod
Pastor: Josh Reber, 320-743-2919, 8641 Main Ave. Services: Sun. Worship 
8:45am, Sun. School 9:45am.
SHED Church - Non-Denomination in Palmer
Pastor: TBD, 320-241-0123, Palmer Town Hall, 4180 105th Ave. Services: 
Sun. 5pm.
St. Marcus Catholic Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-743-2481, 8701 Main Ave. Services: Mon.  
& Wed. Mass 8am, Sat. Confessions 4:15pm, Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. 8am.

• DUELM
St. Lawrence Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-968-7502, 10915 Duelm Road NE. Ser-
vices: Sun. Mass 10am, Tues. Mass 8am.

• CLEARWATER
Clearwater United Methodist Church
Pastor: Alison Hendley, 320-558-2581, 405 Main St. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9:30am.
Freedom Bible Church
605 Lime St. (Old Clearwater Post Office). Services: Sun. Bible Study 
9:30am & 6pm, Sun. Worship 10:45am, Wed. Bible Study 7pm.
Rejoice Lutheran Church – ELCA
Pastor: Jim Bump, 320-558-6851, 1155 County Road 75.  
Services: Sun. School that begins in Worship 9:30am.  
Livestream worship at Rejoice’s Youtube Channel,  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsJGuBda4orT9TWYii5wmGw
Church of St. Luke
Father: Dennis Backer, 320-558-2124, 17545 Huber Ave NW. Services: 
Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8am & 10am, Weekday Mass Tues.-Fri. 8am/
Sat. 9am.
Tri-County Alliance Church
Pastor: David Fogal, 320-558-2750, 8464 160th St NW. Services: Sun. 
School 9am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• SILVER CREEK
Immanuel Lutheran Church
Pastor: Ken Tatkenhorst, 763-878-2820, 11390 Elliot Ave NW. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am
Silver Creek Community Church
Pastor: Zach Pryor, 320-963-3957, 4282 114th St NW. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9am, Sun. Fellowship 10am, Sun. School 10:30am. 

RYAN HUBBARD
763-263-8334 

RESIDENTIAL  • COMMERCIAL - AGRICULTURAL

6715 125th Ave - Clear Lake, MN
320.743.2387 • Cell: 320.290.9843

Scott & Tonia Ulsby

KEN GEROUX CONSTRUCTION
C O R P O R A T I O N

Integrity • Excellence
Uncompromising Customer Satisfaction

Lic. #BC002757
Big Lake • 763-263-6878

Order Online!

Becker Pizza Depot
The Area’s Best Pizza -- Ask Anyone!

14281 Bank Street, Becker • 763-262-2700
www.BeckerPizzaDepot.com • Facebook: Pizza Depot

Pizza, Wings & More

290 EAGLE LAKE RD. N. BIG LAKE
763-263-3262 • WWW.CORNEROAKSDENTAL.COM

FAMILY & COSMETIC DENTISTRY

DR. REED DILL & 
DR. PETER KUEFLER

16455 122nd St Becker MN 55308

763-263-9471

Big Lake

 763-263-6350
parkdental.com

Church DirectoryChurch DirectoryChurch Directory

320-743-2479 
• dahlensheetmetal@frontier.com

P.O. Box 646 • Becker, MN 55308
www.dahlensheetmetal.com

Becker 763-261-4200  |  Princeton 763-389-4099
Monticello 763-271-7177

www.sherburnestatebank.com

Your Hometown Bank

Sherburne
State Bank

Member 
FDIC

763-262-4237

M-F
8AM-

4:30PM

Owner: Chad Schwintek
13050 1st Street Becker, MN 55308

24 
HOUR
Towing & recovery

19640 200th Ave., Big Lake

• Family Owned 
    & Operated
• Light, Medium and 
    Heavy Duty  Towing 

• Lockouts 
• Jump Starts 
• Winch Recovery

www.bobstowingandrecovery.com

• BIG LAKE 
• ELK RIVER 
• MONTICELLO

Advertise in our Church Directory!  
Call the Patriot @ 763-275-0275

Obituaries

Dennis Wolbeck, 51 of 
Big Lake passed away sud-
denly Saturday March 26, 
2022, due to a fatal stroke in 
Las Vegas, NV.  Visitation 
was held Sunday April 3 at 
Williams Dingmann Family 
Funeral Home in Big Lake, 
MN.  Memorial Mass was held 
on Monday April 4 at Mary of 
the Visitation Catholic Church 
in Big Lake, MN.  Fr. Michael 
Kellogg officiated.

Dennis was born July 8, 
1970, in Little Falls to Edwin 
A. & Bernadine A. (Braegel-
mann) Wolbeck.  He married 
Gina Hanson on May 1, 1993, 
at St. Peter’s Catholic Church 
in St. Cloud.  Dennis currently 
worked as fleet manager at 
Bernick’s in Waite Park and 
previously as transportation 
manager at J&B Wholesale 
in St. Michael.  He is a mem-
ber of Mary of the Visitation 
Catholic Church.  Dennis 
was an active member of the 
Big Lake Snow Cruisers and 
a past member of the Big 
Lake Lions Club.  He loved 
the outdoors, hunting, fish-
ing, camping and especially 
snowmobiling.  Playing with 
tractors and in the dirt was a 
passion of his.  He was quite 
the jokester and was mischie-

vous with friends and family, a 
smile was always on his face.  
Listening, having lively con-
versations and being around 
people brought much enjoy-
ment.  He was a great mentor 
to his family and friends, he 
was reliable, honest, and just 
an outstanding life-long part-
ner to Gina.  Grandpa Dennis 
loved spending time with his 
precious granddaughter.

He is survived by his wife 
Gina of Big Lake; sons, Dan-
iel (Elizabeth) of St. Cloud, 
granddaughter Mia; Jacob 
(Brynn) of Clear Lake;  sib-
lings, Donald (Heddie) of 
Cushing; Doris (John) Tynio 
of Browerville; Dorothy (Ken) 
Knapper of Cushing; Karen 
(Tom) Jennissen of Stanch-
field; Julie (Steve) Middendorf 
of Sauk Centre; sister-in-law, 
Barb Wolbeck of Cushing; 
mother-in-law Mary Wilhelm 
of Saint Cloud; siblings-in-
law Robert (Heather) Hanson 
of Brooklyn Park; Jen (Scott) 
Rau of Avon; Rob (Maurice) 
Wilhelm of Saint Cloud; God-
children, Matthew Tynio, 
Joseph Tynio, Sarah Midden-
dorf; numerous nieces and 
nephews. 

He is preceded in death 
by his parents, fathers-in-law 
George Hanson and Bob Wil-
helm, brother-in-law Steve 
Hanson.

Dennis’s “bigger than 
life” presence will be greatly 
missed by all who knew and 
loved him. He lived his life to 
the fullest.  Dennis made the 
important decision to be an 
organ donor.  His heart, lungs, 
liver and kidneys are now al-
lowing others to live their life 
to the fullest.

Dennis D. Wolbeck, Age 51
Big Lake, MN

July 8, 1970 – March 26, 2022
John Scott Mills and Tara Christine Talley of Elk River; 

Lyndsey Lee Harnden and Jeffrey John Novak of Big Lake; Erin 
Kortie Jurek and Christopher Steven Biggins of Princeton; Katy 
Lynn Benhardus Hondlik  of Circle Pines and Scott William Gra-
ham of Big Lake; Jennifer Lynn Landreville and David Charles 
Landreville of Elk River; Tyler Wayne Corrier and Bethany Mae 
Swensen of Big Lake; Brent Michael Werts and Heather Lynn 
Vereb of Becker; Jessie Allen Lee Arntson and Breanna Marie 
Olson of Elk River; Brady Brian Tiegs and Holly Jo Maxwell 
of Zimmerman; Jill Renae Johnson and Mickey James Johnson 
of Big Lake; Cole James Frandsen and Courtney Wesley Waller 
of Elk River; Harrison Henry Maxwell and Maggie Christine 
Eli of Becker; Tyler Joseph Thompson of Saint Michael and 
Courtney Elizabeth Schoen of Monticello; Tiray Yvonne Dyson 
of Elk River and Nasha Isabell Reed of Burnsville; Stacy Marie 
Cardinal and Nicholas Lloyd Allen of Big Lake; Brian Robert 
Anderson and Emily Dawn Christianson of Zimmerman; Mark 
Carl Bendeich and Lindsay Chapin Lee of Elk River; Stone 
Ulrich Mueller and Haley Annette Bance of Elk River; Joseph 
Paul Bergdahl and Joanna Lee Arbic of Zimmerman; Darron Lee 
Hoff and Katrina Anne Amsler of Princeton.	

Sherburne County
Recorder Vital Statistics 

Marriage Application Report
March 2022

| Promo Number: 285

% % %
OFF OFF OFF15 10 5++

YOUR ENTIRE 
PURCHASE*

SENIOR & MILITARY
DISCOUNTS

TO THE FIRST
50 CALLERS!**

*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  **Offer valid at time of estimate only  
2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter 
as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at 
LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  
License# 50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  
License# 2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC 
License# H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registra-
tion# 366920918 Registration# PC6475  Registration# IR731804  Registration# 13VH09953900  Registration# PA069383  Suffolk 
HIC  License# 52229-H  License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

1-855-577-1268CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

BACKED BY A YEAR-ROUND 
CLOG-FREE GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm,  
Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

Get the most 
out of your lawn 
this spring.

1-833-912-3666

50%
OFF*

Your First 
Application

Save now with

*Requires purchase of annual plan. Special price is for fi rst Lawn application only. Requires 
purchase of annual plan, for new residential EasyPay or PrePay customers only. Valid at 
participating TruGreen locations. Availability of services may vary by geography. Not to be 
combined with or used in conjunction with any other offer or discount. Additional restrictions 
may apply. Consumer responsible for all sales tax. †Purchase of annual lawn plan required for 
Healthy Lawn Analysis, which is performed at the fi rst visit. ◆Guarantee applies to annual plan 
customers only. BBB accredited since 07/01/2012. ©2022 TruGreen Limited Partnership. All 
rights reserved. In Connecticut, B-0153, B-1380, B-0127, B-0200, B-0151.

SCHEDULE YOUR 
APPOINTMENT TODAY!

www.patriotnewsmn.com

Funeral Services will be 
11:00 a.m. Saturday, April 
9, 2022, at Williams Ding-
mann Family Funeral Home 
in Becker for Mary Jo John-
son, age 75, who passed away 
Sunday at the Monticello Care 
Center from complications 
from COVID and Multiple 
Sclerosis. Deacon Jerry John-
son will officiate, and burial 
will be in the Becker Cem-
etery. Visitation will be one 
hour prior to the services Sat-
urday at the funeral home in 
Becker.

 Mary Jo was born July 
7, 1946, in Osseo to Cyril & 
Veronica (Zahler) Walesch. 
She was the third child of a 
family of ten. She married 
Warren Johnson on Septem-
ber 14, 1963, in St. Cloud. 
Mary Jo worked numerous 
jobs throughout the years, but 
her #1 priority was her family. 
She was a member of Mary of 
the Visitation Catholic Church.

 Mary Jo is survived by her 
husband of 58 years, Warren 
of Becker; son and daughter, 
Jerry (Kari) Johnson of Lan-
caster, OH and Beth Landsverk 
of Golden Valley; siblings, 
Peggy Belzer, Judy (Brad) 
Johnson, Annette (Roly) Dick-
son, Jeanne (Paul) Henderson, 
Karen (Bill) Bliss, Steve (Liz) 
Walesch, Jim Walesch, Tom 
(Jelene) Walesch, and Kay 
(Guy) Blanchard; grandchil-
dren, Spencer, Dylan, Sophia, 
Abram, Veronica, and Evelyn 
Johnson, Lauren and Layla 
Landsverk; and several nieces 
and nephews. She was pre-

ceded in death by her parents; 
several aunts and uncles; and 
nephew, Jeffrey.

In Loving Memory to 
Mary Jo

Your gentle face and pa-
tient smile with sadness we 
recall. You had a kindly word 
for each and died beloved by 
all. Your voice was sweet and 
stilled the heart for your love 
for all was true. Ah, bitter was 
the trial to part from one so 
good as you. You are not for-
gotten loved one. Nor will you 
ever be. As long as life and 
memory last, we will remem-
ber thee. We miss you now, 
our hearts are sore. As time 
goes by, we’ll miss you more. 
Your loving smile, your gentle 
face, no one can take your va-
cant place.

 In lieu of flowers and 
gifts, please consider a do-
nation to the MS Society at  
nationalmssociety.org.

 Obituary and Guest 
Book available online:  
www.williamsdingmann.com

Mary Jo Johnson, Age 75
Becker, MN

July 7, 1946 – April 3, 2022
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