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News & 
Advertising
Deadlines
NEWS DEADLINES

With the newspaper wrap up 
occurring Wednesday evening, all 
news items submitted to run that 
Saturday must reach our office by 

Wednesday morning by 11 a.m.

SPORTS DEADLINES
Coaches and assistants are 

expected to contact our sports 
writers by Wednesday morning, 
11 a.m. at the latest to have their 

information included in that 
week’s publication.

CLASSIFIEDS DEADLINES
Information for classifieds need to 
be submitted to our staff by noon 
Wednesday to be included in that 

week’s publication of the PATRIOT.

Contact Us
LEGALS/CLASSIFIEDS/OBITS

Call 763-275-0275 
or email Kathy @ 

legals.kathy@patriotnewsmn.com

SPORTS STORIES
Call 763-275-0275 or email Bill @
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

ADVERTISING
Call 763-275-0275 

or email Mary, Carol @ 
sales.carol@patriotnewsmn.com

WEBSITE
Check out each week’s content 

@ our website: 
www.patriotnewsmn.com

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Call 763-275-0275 

or email Bill @
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

763-275-0275

Inside
BECKER

The School Board invited a 
LGBTQ+ organization to their 

meeting to learn more about rights 
and school bullying. See the story 

on page 7. 

PEBBLE CREEK
Pebble Creek Golf Course hosted 
two community events this past 
week. Check out the Chamber’s 

outing and GRFIA’s outing on 
page 9.

BIG LAKE
Last Saturday, Big Lake Chamber 
hosted their annual Block Party at 
McPete’s. Read about it on page 2. 
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Sherburne County’s Legal Newspaper 

PICK UP A COPY 
OF THE PATRIOT AT 

THE FOLLOWING 
LOCATIONS:
CLEARWATER: 

Coborn’s; 
SANTIAGO: 

General Store;
PALMER: 

General Store;  
BECKER: 

Food Pride, 
BIG LAKE: 
Coborn’s;

PATRIOT office

We are now 
in Palmer!

CHECK OUT THIS WEEK’S 
SPORTS SECTION where our 
sports reporters wrote features 
on the fall sports teams and their 
coaches. Look for football, soccer, 
volleyball, cross country swim-
ming and tennis features. (Note: 
not all coaches responded to our 
email requests to participate but 
are welcome to contact the Pa-
triot for next week’s edition).
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Submitted article

(Editor’s Note: The fol-
lowing article was submit-
ted by Benton County 4-H 
Extension.)

The Benton County 
4-H’ers were super excited 
to be back together for a 
successful Benton County 
Fair for 2021. 

Whether the Benton 
County 4-H’ers de-
buted general/static 
“non-livestock” 
exhibits, or they 
chose to partici-
pate in livestock 
like swine, beef, 
dairy, goat, sheep, 
rabbit, poultry, 
llama, horse or 
even their pet/ex-
otic animal. One 
thing is sure: they 
were busy preparing 
for this event all spring and 
summer. The youth have 
dedicated numerous hours 
of hard work and sweat, in 
order to be showcased at 
the county fair with their 
exhibits, with the dream to 
advance to the MN State 
Fair. 

Some of the most popu-
lar general exhibits include 
photography, creative arts, 
gardening, foods, clothing, 
cloverbuds (projects from 
K-2 kids), fashion revue 
and aerospace. 

4-H’ers find what inter-
ests them, spend hours cre-
ating/designing, prepping it 
for displaying and acquir-

ing the 

knowl-
edge necessary to share 
what they learned with their 
judge on entry day. The 
Saturday before fair all the 
4-H’ers static projects were 
judged and on Monday, 
the night before, livestock 
moved into the barns.

Nearly 400 different 
animals, brought by 280 
4-H’ers were 
a v a i l -
a b l e 
for fair 
g o e r s 
to see 
and learn 
a b o u t . 
From the 
swine, beef, 
dairy, goat, 
sheep and 
m i n i a t u r e 
horse shows 
Tuesday and 
W e d n e s d a y , 
to the poultry 
and rabbit shows 
on Thursday, 
to watching the 
horse shows Friday 
through Sunday, the 
opportunities to wit-
ness the hard work 
of the 4-H’ers were 
endless. The hard work 
and dedication that these 

4-H’ers put in to care 
for their animals, arriv-
ing in the early morn-
ing hours and staying 
late into the eve-
nings, is admirable. 

W e d n e s d a y 
night of the Benton 
County Fair was 
the 4-H livestock 
auction. Nearly 
100 4-H’ers 
p a r t i c i p a t e d 
by displaying 
their live-
stock to a ro-
bust crowd 
of buyers. 
The auc-
tioneer for 
the eve-
ning was 
I R a y 
C o m -
panies 
a n d 

F a r m -
ers & Merchants 

State Bank of Sauk Rapids 
clerked the auction along 
with 4-H adult volunteers. 
It was a fun evening of cel-
ebrating the hard work of 

Local youth shine at county fair

BENTON COUNTY 4-H’ER RAELEE LYON, 8th grader from Becker and member 
of the Mayhew Lakers 4-H Club, along with her great uncle Dan Bemboom, work-
ing together to trim up her calf Eddie before the dairy show at the Benton County 
Fair. Raelee loves working with her cows and being involved with many project in 
4-H. She received Reserved Champion for Intermediate Showman in Dairy, a quilt 
she made and her project in food & nutrition. (Submitted photo.)

FAIR to page 4

By Penny Leuthard,
Contributing Writer

Looking for a way to 
give back to the commu-
nity? Consider becoming 
a volunteer firefighter. 
The Clearwater Fire Dept. 
currently has an urgent 
need for new volunteers.

Across the country 
the number of volunteer 
firefighters has been de-
clining while the number 
of calls has been on the 
rise. The Clearwater Fire 
Dept. is no different, hav-
ing lost a number of their 
firefighters due to recent 
moves and retirements. 

“Normally around 30 
firefighters, we currently 
have 18,” said Fire Chief 
Ryan Pridgeon. “But only 
15 of those are active as 
two are on personal leave 

and one going on medi-
cal.”

The department is 
especially hurting for fire-
fighters that can respond 
to day calls.

“The first thing I tell 
someone interested in 
joining the department is 
to talk to their significant 
other,” said Pridgeon. 
“It’s a huge commitment.”

Smaller communities 
like Clearwater that don’t 
have fulltime firefighters 
on staff depend on volun-
teers to fill the need.

“It’s a hard job but a 
fun job,” said Pridgeon. 
“We’ve got good support 
from the city and the com-
munity, and organizations 
like the Lions and the Le-
gion.”CLEARWATER FIREFIGHTERS train with cribbing and airbags during a training session last Wednesday. (Photo by Penny 

Leuthard)

Urgent need for firefighters 
at Clearwater Fire Dept.

CWFD to page 4

Submitted Article

(Editor’s Note: The fol-
lowing article was submit-
ted by the Big Eagle Lake 
Improvement Associaion).

Last Saturday, Aug. 
21, a volunteer conducting 
aquatic invasive species 
surveys found an empty, 
half shell from a zebra 
mussel at the Eagle Lake 
public access.  The shell 
was pulled up with some 
aquatic plants on a rake and 
was turned into Sherburne 
SWCD staff, who verified 
the finding and turned the 
specimen over to Minne-
sota DNR.  This finding is 

concerning and the SWCD 
and DNR are working with 
the BELIA to un-
derstand this 
situation fur-
ther.

A 
s i n g l e , 
h a l f 
shell of 
a zebra 
mussel 
does not 
n e c e s -
sarily in-
dicate that 
Eagle Lake 
has zebra mussels 
in it.  In order to deter-
mine if a living population 

of zebra mussels are pres-
ent, the DNR and SWCD 

are asking Big 
Eagle Lake 

residents to 
look for 

mussels 
in the 
l a k e .  
Zebra 
m u s -
s e l s 
attach 

to hard 
surfaces 

so items 
such as sub-

merged logs, 
rocks, docks, boat 

lifts, swim platforms, etc. 

are good places to look.  
Sometimes zebra mussels 
will even attach themselves 
to the stems of aquatic 
plants. 

More information on 
zebra mussels can be found 
at the Minnesota DNR 
and University of Minne-
sota Extension websites: 
(Minnesota DNR web-
site):  https://files.dnr.state.
mn.us/natural_resources/
invasives/aquaticanimals/
zebramussel/fact_sheet-ze-
bra_mussels.pdf. (Univer-
sity of Minnesota Extension 
website):  https://extension.
umn.edu/identi fy-inva-
sive-species/zebra-mussel.

If one suspects that you 
have found a zebra mussels 
or other aquatic invasive 
species, please follow these 
steps:

1). Note the exact lo-
cation where the specimen 
was found;

2. Take a picture and 
collect the specimen in 
question;

3. Report it to our re-
gional DNR Invasive Spe-
cies Specialist (Christine 
Jurek: 320-223-7847) and / 
or Sherburne SWCD (Dan 
Cibulka: 763-220-3434 ext 
103);

Eagle Lake potential Zebra Mussel discovery

MUSSELS to page 12
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Quality Building Supplies 
at Affordable Prices

Since 1975

BOOK YOUR ORDER!

Call for a FREE estimate
117th Ave., Milaca

(north end of Milaca off Central Ave)

BUILDING
$PECIAL$

320-983-6304 • 1-800-818-1846

LATCHAM-LIND LUMBER &
POST FRAME BUILDINGS

INCREASED FLEXIBILITY
Compared to any other advertising medi-
um, newspapers offer far more flexibility. 
This is because advertisers can choose 
the exact size and location of the ad and 
can create their own design, so it flows 

within the format of the newspaper. Unlike 
advertising on the Internet, advertisers can 

choose the exact time and place the ad 
appears and can control its frequency to 

ensure that prospective customers will see 
the same information in the same format 

and location. 
Advertisers who choose newspapers for 
advertising also have more control over 
the result of the final product by working 

directly with newspaper staff.
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Rollie Show
Fri. Sept 10th, 8:00 - 11:00 p.m.

320-743-2147 • OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 11AM-1AM

Celebrate

Located: 6 miles N of Clear Lake on Cty 6

pull tabs
electronic pull tabs

PALMER DAY!PALMER DAY!
5TH

ANNUAL
ATV RIDE

SAT., SEPT. 18
@ 12:30

OUTSIDE

REGISTRATION FORMS:
For Parade & 5k Run available

at Brigg’s Lake Store, McDonald’s Meats, Kinitski’s, 
Or on our website: http://sites.google.com/site/palmerday/

LARGE
VARIETY OF
GREAT
FOOD
sponsored by

Area Non-Profits

BEER
GARDEN

sponsored by
Clear Lake Lions

Saturday, Sept. 11th

Palmer Day proceeds are donated to local, non-profit organizations.
NO COOLERS PLEASE!

Township Hall • Prizes for Best & Most Unique Floats
Welcome St. Cloud Shriners, 

St. Cloud Fire and Police Pipes & Drums
Children’s Parade in the Park 

“Celebrating American Heroes”

Parade At Noon

Live Music 

RAFFLE
Great Prizes! 1 - 5 pm

KIDS GAMES
1 - 3 pm

BINGO
2 - 4 pm

5K RUN

HORSESHOE
TOURNAMENT
1 - 3 pm

BEAN BAG
TOURNAMENT
Begins at 2 pm

featuring St. Cloud Shriners

Day 2021

PALMER

Same Day Registration: 8 am 
Start Time: 9 am

Smok’N Guns Band
 • 7 - 11 pm

Wingin’ It • 1 - 4 pm

23rd Annual

ARTS & CRAFT
SHOW

Sat. & Sun.
Sept 7 & 8

Starts daily at 8am

Hwy 10 & Main Street, Rice • (320) 393-4100 

23rd Annual

ARTS & CRAFT
SHOW

Sat. & Sun.
Sept 7 & 8

Starts daily at 8am

Hwy 10 & Main Street, Rice • (320) 393-4100 

CRAFTS &
 MARKET

SAT. , SEPT. 11 , 8-6
SUN., SEPT. 12, 8-5

HWY. 10 & MAIN STREET, RICE   - 320-393-4100

25th ANNUAL!

There’s Still Time to 
Savor Summer

By Bill Morgan
Editor/Staff Writer
Reporter.Bill@PatriotNewsMN.com

Last Saturday, locals 
were treated to the 11th an-
nual Big Lake Block Party at 
McPete’s Entertainment Cen-
ter. The day was filled with 
partly cloudy skies and cooler 
temperatures and flocks of 
neighboring residents stopped 
by to enjoy some summer 
fun!

The first 100 youths re-
ceived a bag of goodies upon 
entrance to the facility. Kids 
could also receive their own 
balloon from the Funtime 
Funktions balloonist. Many 
children signed up to reg-
ister to win a bicycle while 
others ventured to play fish-
bowl, Jenga, Plinko, toilet 
paper toss, bowling and go 
mini-golfing. 

The Big Lake Ambassa-
dors were on hand to provide 
fun facepainting. Students 
from Evolution Tae Kwon 
Do & Starz Dance performed 
for the guests and then every-
one let loose to enjoy water 
balloon dodgeball for an hour 
or so sponsored by The Wave 
Youth Center!

The Block Party event 
wouldn’t and couldn’t be en-
joyed if not for the wonder-
ful plethora of sponsors they 
attract each and every year. 
The Platinum Sponsors in-
cluded: Big Lake Spud Fest, 
Coborn’s and McPete’s. The 
Gold Sponsors were: Big 

Lake Area Veterinary Hospi-
tal, Big Lake Police Depart-
ment--Drive Safely, Cargill, 
Cherrywood Advanced Liv-
ing, Connexus Energy, Kwik 
Trip, Liberty Bank, Minnco 
Credit Union and Sherburne 
State Bank.

Silver Sponsors were 
Guardian Garments, Lupulin 
Brewing Company, Old Na-
tional Bank and Xcel Energy.

The Bronze Sponsors 
were Becker Spine, Big 
Lake Lions, DATASuccess, 
Friends of Big Lake Library, 
Michelle Backlund CPA, 
Minnesota Limited, Park 
Dental and The Bank of Elk 
River.

The bike sponsors were 
Big Lake Area Veterinary 
Hospital, Big Lake “Do It 
Best” Lumber, Big Lake Po-
lice Department-Drive Safely, 
Big Lake Spud Fest, Cargill, 
CentraCare, Cherrywood 
Advanced Living, Connexus 
Energy, Kwik Trip, Liberty 
Bank, Minnco Credit Union, 
MN State Senator Mary Kiff-
meyer, Sherburne State Bank 
and State Farm--Cory Laugen 
Insurance. 

The Community Spon-
sors included Big Lake 
American Legion Auxiliary, 
Big Lake Beyond the Yellow 
Ribbon, Monticello Times/
Shopper and Patriot News.

Winners of the bikes and 
their sponsors were:

Max Kuhlman of Fo-
ley-Big Lake Area Veteri-
nary Hospital; Tiffanie Lurd 

of Big Lake--Big Lake “Do 
It Best” Lumber; Hudson 
Jurek of Big Lake--Big Lake 
Police Department; Elliot 
Sabi of Monticello--Big Lake 
Spud Fest; Aiden Haag of 
Elk River—Cargill; Nick 
Newman of Elk River--Cen-
traCare Health; Parker Lee 
of Big Lake—Cherrywood 
Advanced Living; Amanda 
Huvtari of Plymouth--Con-
nexus Energy; Cheyenne 
Bayer of St. Cloud--Kwik 
Trip; Maci Buesgens of 
Becker--Liberty Bank; Gabe 
Halay of Big Lake--Minnco 
Credit Union; Nevi Buesgens 
of Becker--MN Senator Mary 
Kiffmeyer; Ann DeVine of 
Big Lake--Sherburne State 

Bank; Levi of Big Lake--
State Farm-Cory Laugen In-
surance.

“Although we had cooler 
weather and cloudy skies, 
kids and families had a great 
time at our Big Lake Block 
Party last Saturday Aug 21st 
at McPete’s,” exclaimed 
Committee Chair and Gold 
Sponsor Dr. Kristi McAlpin 
from Big Lake Area Veter-
inary Hospital.  “Fourteen 
kids won bikes, scooters and 
skateboards and Big Lake 
Lions raised over $270 for 
high school scholarships from 
their dunk tank. Even Mayor 
Paul Knier got ‘dunked’ a few 
times!”

Big Lake Block Party rocks on!

BIG LAKE POLICE CHIEF MATT HAYEN was about to be dunked by a youngster 
at the Big Lake Lions Dunk Tank Saturday at McPete’s. (Photo from Big Lake Police 
Facebook page)

MIA WOLBECK 
enjoyed getting her arm 
painted by a Big Lake 
Ambassador at Big Lake 
Block Party on Aug 21st. 
(Submitted Photo).

Open EVERY Saturday, April 
thru End of October

• Gates open for shopping 1/2 hour before sunrise
• FREE admission and parking for visitors

Wright County Swappers Meet
Minnesota’s Largest Seasonal Outdoor Flea Market!

More information at wrightcountyswappersmeet.com
13594 100th St. NW, South Haven 

Kevin & Laurie Miller • 320-274-9005
3 mi. W of Annandale on Hwy. 55, 2 mi. N on CR3, 1/4 mi. E on 100th St NW

Open Fri-Sat-Sun 
Labor Day Weekend!

Dealers! Set up on your trailer or tables - food on site. 
Begin set-up at 12 noon day before the sale 

or prior to 6 am day of sale.
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EVERYDAY PEOPLE.
EXCEPTIONAL RESULTS.

SERVING CENTRAL 
MINNESOTA & BEYOND!

HallerRealtyHomes.com
Becker Office

12908 1st Street
763-207-6683

Kyle Haller
Broker/Owner

320-266-4567
Roger Haller

Broker/Manager
320-267-8066

Dave Miller
Realtor/Auctioneer

320-266-4817
Bob Crane

Realtor
612-790-3842

Jason Eatros
Realtor/Builder

612-221-1265
Toni Knutson

Realtor
612-221-2956

Dave Anderson
Realtor

320-249-7026

Tony Rusher
Realtor/Asst. Mgr.

763-442-3303

Julie Sell
Realtor

320-249-6983
Christine Tvedt

Realtor
320-420-3183

Nick Pangerl
Realtor

612-695-8136
Tom Nordin

Realtor
763-807-0367

Sauk Rapids Office
1310 2nd Street N

320-255-1911

Maddi Hicks
Realtor

763-213-9934
Carole Rognstad

Realtor
612-801-1654

#1
Becker 
Area 
Real 

Estate 
Team

Real Estate

County/Clearwater News

Looking to advertise? 
Call 763.275.0275 

today!

Bar

Tuesday Nights 6:30
$1,000 in 59 Numbers

Proceeds for St. Lawrence Church
10915 Duelm Rd NE, Foley

License #01080

11025 Duelm
Road NE,

Foley, MN

We have ETABS

We’re 
Open!

11am-4pm

Lake Shopping Center - Big Lake • 763-263-3673
OOppeenn  99aamm  --  1100ppmm::  MMoonn  --  SSaatt,,  1111aamm  --  44ppmm::  SSuunn

Mon - Seniors get 10% off; Tues - Wines are 10% off; Wed - Cordials are 10% off.

SU N DAY HOU RS:
11am to 4pm

Coors 24pk 
16oz cans 
on sale for $21.99 
the month of August.
This is in conjunction with a fundraiser 
for the Big Lake Fire Department.

Saturday, Sept. 25, 2021 @ Lakeside Park, Big Lake

Contact Greg Green at 612-446-9527 
or email at: biglakebtyr@gmail.com

First Responders & Medical Staff Wanted for judging chicken & ribs!

5TH ANNUAL 
BACKYARD BBQ 

COOKOFF!

Ribs for 
the Ribbon

BECKER TOWNHOUSE – COMING SOON
1-1/2 Story townhouse in Becker on Pebble Creek Golf Course.  2 BR/ 3 BA, 

large open floor plan. 3,231 Sq Ft, FR/office up, huge kitchen, granite,
SS appliances, updated flooring & much more.  $299,900.

Call Stan Herkenhoff 612-219-8124
 

12390 Sherburne Ave., Becker

Lisa Senger
612.991.8620

Kathy Nelson
612.219.8644

Stan Herkenhoff
612.219.8124

Milissa Johnson 
320.266.7413

3rd annual 
mmba fundraiser benefitting 
the big lake fire department

Saturday, September 11, 2021 • 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Mcpete’s sports bar and lanes

509 Humboldt Drive • Big Lake, MN 55309

• Concessions begin at 11 am, with BLFD members working the grill. $5 for burger meal
• Bean Bag Tournament begins at 11. Sign-up at McPete’s by Sept. 10th
• Unlimited Bowling 11 -2pm $10 per person, includes shoes
• FREE unlimited mini golf 11 – 3pm with a HOLE-IN-ONE contest $5 to enter
• Dunk Tank (featuring Big Lake local leaders) starts at noon $5 for 3 balls
• Live music noon – 2pm featuring Joel Hagberg
• Water balloon toss 2 pm $5/3 balloons, last team standing wins
• Silent Auction 11- 3pm. Bid on items donated by local businesses and organizations 
   with 100% of the proceeds donated to the BLFD
• Grind Nutrition will have two teas for sale, 
   with portion of proceeds to BLFD
• Sponsored in part by Lake Liquors, 
   Molson Coors and Dahleimer Beverage

no entrance fee!

By Penny Leuthard,
Contributing Writer

Vacation Bible School 
(VBS) was back this month 
at Tri-County Alliance 
Church (TCA) in Clearwa-
ter. Fifty kids took part in 
“God’s Team” VBS Sports 
Camp, which included 
games, crafts, and different 
Bible lessons each day that 
illustrated the love of God 
and how important it is to 
be on His “team” working 
together.

TCA gifted Bibles to 
those who didn’t already 
have one. During the week, 
some of the children put 
their faith in Jesus for the 
first time and some ex-
pressed interest in baptism, 
with one actually taking 
that step and getting bap-
tized.

The exciting week 
concluded with TCA’s 
annual tradition of water 
night, with more than a few 
people getting wet on the 
warm evening. Along with 
the fun, $716 was raised to 
help pay the shipping costs 
for Operation Christmas 
Child Shoe Boxes, which 
are filled with gifts that are 
sent to children in poorer 
parts of the world. 

A special thank you 
was extended to Children’s 
Ministry Director Megan 
Larson for her leadership, 
and to the great team of vol-
unteers for the many hours 
of work put into another fun 
and successful VBS.

With VBS under their 
belt, TCA congregants are 
now turning to the Junior 
Bible Quiz (JBS) season. 
JBS is a fun and competi-

tive way for kids grades 1-6 
to learn the Bible. They do 
so by studying the answers 
to hundreds of Bible ques-
tions and competing in a 
game show fashion that 
even includes buzzers.

TCA is holding the 
kick-off to their JBS sea-
son on Sunday, Aug. 29 at 
6 p.m. with pizza and ice 
cream. All kids and their 

families who are inter-
ested in joining JBS or just 
want more information are 
welcome to attend, church 
membership isn’t required.

For questions or more 
information contact TCA 
at 320-558-2750, TCA-
Church@FrontierNet.net, 
or TCAChurch.com. 

CLAIRE UTSCH participates in the fun during VBS at Tri-County Alliance 
Church. (Submitted Photo.)

VBS ends, Jr. Bible 
Quiz to begin at TCA

 TCA’S JUNIOR BIBLE QUIZ TEAM is ready for the season and looking for new 
members. (Submitted Photo.)

By Katherine Cantin,
Staff Writer
Reporter.Katie@PatriotNewsMN.com

A proposed parking ordi-
nance for Sherburne County was 
a hotly-debated topic on social 
media recently. The proposed 
ordinance would regulate how 
many vehicles may be stored out-
doors on township properties. 

The ordinance went before 
the Sherburne Commissioners’ 
Board several weeks ago, but with 
all the uproar online and the mul-
tiple individuals who attended the 
meeting to speak against the ordi-
nance, the commissioners decided 
it was best to send the ordinance 
back to planning and zoning.

Planning and zoning held a 
public hearing regarding the ordi-
nance, and there were, once again, 
many individuals in attendance 
who wished to speak about the 
ordinance, as well as several in-
dividuals who decided to submit 
written statements. 

The ordinance would only 
apply to township residents on 
platted lots. This means those 
within city limits are not affected 
by the ordinance, and neither are 
those who are storing vehicles on 
unplatted land. 

Junk vehicles are the most 
common complaint that planning 
and zoning receives regarding  
land issues. Complaints come in 
on the basis of neighbors who 

dislike the blight, the potential 
impact on property value, and the 
environmental implications. The 
proposed ordinance was meant to 
give the county further ability to 
deal with the frequent complaints 
they receive.

Steve Demeules, representa-
tive of Palmer Twp., stated that, 
due to many township residences 
being near the lake, the township 
board was against the proposed 
ordinance, believing that it would 
promote the increased use of im-
pervious surface on residential 
lots and fly in the face of work 
they’re done to keep impervious 
surfaces down and limit runoff.

Lots of county residents 
spoke against the ordinance 

during the hearing. Many felt 
that, regardless of the complaints 
of neighbors, if an individual is 
technically in compliance with 
the current ordinance, they should 
be allowed to store as many ve-
hicles as they like on their own 
property. Part of that ordinance 
states that the vehicles need to 
be licensed and tabbed (with the 
exception of a maximum of two 
vehicles), which also requires the 
vehicles to be in working condi-
tion. Some argued that the county 
was making sufficient money 
from the tabbing of these vehicles 
that they should be willing to let 
the matter rest. Others stated that 
the ordinance would put a large 
number of county residents out of 

compliance with the ordinance, 
and that a solution that didn’t af-
fect so many people might be a 
better solution.

At the end of the nearly two 
hour meeting, the commission de-
cided to deny the ordinance and 
directed staff to search for another 
solution to the issue. 

County parking ordinance is denied
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Clearwater News

Auctions
ESTATE & CONSIGNMENT AUCTION

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 5TH 2021 @ 11:00 AM
3825 Shadowood Dr. NE.Sauk Rapids,MN

Directions: St. Cloud, E. on Hwy 23 Left 0n 40th  (Follow Signs)

THIS IS A PARTIAL LISTING: view more at: 
www.midwestauctions.com/sharer
BP & MN sales tax applies. 
Keith Sharer Auction Service

320-267-1963

ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES: Victor phonograph, Oil lamp, 
Wall clocks, Wicker baskets, Red Wing crocks, Stoneware & glass-
ware, Lead glass lamp, Cream can, Kachinka doll, Oriental garden 
stools, HOUSEHOLD: Toys, Glassware, Coolers, Holiday décor, 
Kitchen appliances Dolls, Framed art & prints, Floor lamps, New 
toolboxes, 33 lp records, Books, Shop vacuum, FURNITURE: Chairs 
& Sofa, Wood desk, Shelves, Queen bed, End tables & Night stands, 
Dresser, Wood cabinets, Chest of drawers, Parlor table, OUTDOOR 
& SHOP: Fishing tackle, Life vests, Anchors, Hand & power tools, 
Yard & garden tools, Hardware

Open house dates: 
Aug. 23 & Sept. 7 
from 5-7pm
www.beckerstarz.com
763-262-7837

• Explore our new classroom;
• Register for classes;
• Try on shoes;
• Meet our teachers;
• Classes for ages 2-18;
• Tap, ballet, jazz, lyrical, 
   pointe, tumbling, acro & 
   hip hop;
• Win a free month of 
   dance class!

25th 
Anniversary!

Open House & 
Grand Reopening

Aug. 31, 2021, 5-7pm
Ribbon cutting at 6pm

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

763-262-2889

www.jeddelohsnyder.com

• Family Law
• Real Estate
• Business Planning
• Business Litigation
• Wills & Trusts
• Estate Planning
• Guardianships

101 Jefferson Blvd.
Big Lake

BUSINESS & 
PROFESSIONAL 

SERVICES  DIRECTORY

935 Clearwater Professional Building
((332200))  555588--22220011

Tues: 10:30 - 6:30 • Wed., Fri.: 8:30 - 4:30
ALSO: 1500 Northway Drive, St. Cloud

Member of American
Academy of Dental

Group Practice

“A Reason to
Smile!”

Jeff Flemming, DDS
Brent Deragisch, DDS

Dental

Serving the Metro &
Surrounding Areas Since 1967

www.c-sblacktopping.com
Major Credit Cards accepted 

FREE ESTIMATES
aa  ““ggrreeeenn””  ppaavviinngg  ccoonnttrraaccttoorr

RESIDENTIAL COMMERCIAL
PAVING CONTRACTORS

763.428.2225

AsphaltAttorneys

Products accepted include: Adhesives, Aerosols, Automotive Chemicals (NO MOTOR OIL – SEE INFO BELOW),Car Batteries, Cleaners, Fuels (Gasoline, Diesel, Etc.), Fluorescent Bulbs (limit 10 
bulbs per vehicle), Garden Chemicals, Mercury, Mothballs, Paints, Poison, Pool/Spa Chemicals, Roofing Tar, Batteries (disposable & chargeable), & Sealers.
Products NOT accepted include: Appliances, Asbestos Containing Items, Business Waste, Commercial Waste, Demolition Debris, Drywall Compound, Electronics, Explosives, Furniture, 
Household  Garbage,  Medical Waste, Motor Oil, Filters,  Anti-Freeze  (See Below), Pharmaceutical  Waste, Tires, Unknown Items, NO DRUMS.
Agricultural Pesticides: Pre-registered farmers may bring their unwanted agricultural pesticides to these collection events for free disposal.  For transportation planning
purposes, pre-registration is required by calling Gabrielle Holman at 763-765-4457 to inventory the amount of agricultural pesticides being delivered for disposal. Please be aware that we will 
refuse to accept pesticide rinsate, empty containers, fertilizers, crop oil, spread/stickers, foam makers, seed dye and inoculants. There is a 300 lb. limit and anything over 300 lbs will be charged 
a fee for disposal. (Residential Households do not need to pre-register.)

HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE COLLECTION EVENTS
Events are FREE for 

all Sherburne County
Residents (I.D. Required)

For questions or directions, please contact Gabrielle Holman Sherburne County Zoning, 763-765-4457
or email gabrielle.holman@co.sherburne.mn.us  • www.co.sherburne.mn.us/zoning/sw/hhw.php
USED Motor OIL Disposal: Used Oil, Oil Filters & Anti-Freeze may be delivered to one of seven disposal locations established throughout the County. 

Visit www.EastSideOilCompanies.com/self-serve-drop-off.html to find a used oil collection site near you.
Permanent HHW Facility: Residents may also deliver HHW to the HHW Facility in Waite Park. 

This facility is open 5 days per week and the 1st & 3rd Saturdays of each month. HHW disposal is free for all Sherburne County residents. 
Please visit: www.DontTossDropOff.com for hours of operation and location.

2021 Sh e r b u r n e Co u n t y2021 Sh e r b u r n e Co u n t y

August 31 2pm-5pm Sherburne Co. Public Works 12950 7th Ave. S., Zimmerman

September 14 2pm-5pm KJ’s Refuge Bar & Grill, 26211 184th St. NW, Orrock

October 8th 2pm-5pm Sherb. Co. Fairgrounds 13372 Business Center Drive, Elk River (enter across from YMCA)

October 9th 9am-12pm Sherb. Co. Fairgrounds 13372 Business Center Drive, Elk River (enter across from YMCA)

Funded by MPCA SCORE Grant Dollars

The Clearwater Fire 
Dept. is a fire and rescue 
crew, meaning that along 
with fighting fires they go out 
on medical calls. This pro-
vides a vital resource for the 
Clearwater area, which is on 
the far end of several different 
ambulance services. In fact, 
around 85% of the calls the 
department responds to are 
medical.

A new firefighter’s first 
year is filled with training. 
Wright Co. holds a firefighter 
academy each year, starting 
in January, which takes six 
to nine months to complete. 
During this time recruits go 
through firefighter 1, fire-
fighter 2, and hazmat opera-
tional training, completing a 
test at the end. Upon passing 
they become certified.

Another requirement for 
firefighters is obtaining an 
emergency medical response 
(EMR) certificate, which 
takes an additional 120 hours 
of training. 

The Clearwater Fire 
Dept. also holds in-house 
training on the second and 
third Wednesday of each 
month that consists of drills, 
refresher training, and con-
tinuing education. For 
example, Allina medical pro-
fessionals will come in and 
teach new medical standards. 

After becoming certi-
fied, firefighters are required 
to have 16 hours of refresher 
training every two years and 
respond to at least 20% of 
calls each year. Clearwater 
averages around 250 – 260 
calls a year, approximately 
20 per month. 

Although they’re consid-
ered volunteers, Clearwater’s 
firefighters are paid per hour 
that they’re on calls, receiving 
a minimum of an hour each 
time they go out.

Everyone, male and fe-
male, interested in joining the 
department is encouraged to 
apply at city hall. The only re-
quirements are that one must 

be 18 years old, have a valid 
driver’s license, and not have 
a felony. Although the Clear-
water Fire Dept. is of urgent 
need of new firefighters, the 
Becker, Big Lake, and Clear 
Lake Fire Departments are al-
ways looking for new recruits 
as well. 

“The main thing to keep 
in mind is that you make sac-
rifices,” said Pridgeon. “You 
might miss Christmas dinner, 
your child’s birthday party, or 
a family get-together.”

Although becoming a 
volunteer firefighter requires 
dedication and sacrifice, it 
will be one of the most re-
warding experiences of a per-
son’s life.

“Joining the fire service 
is the best thing I ever did,” 
said Pridgeon. “I always 
wanted to give back to the 
community. It’s been the best 
26 years of my life.”

CWFD from page 1

FAIR from page 1
the 4-H youth.

Prior to the auction, the 
Premiere Showman contest 
took place in the show arena. 
Each of the top showman in 
sheep, swine, dairy, beef, 
meat goat, dairy goat, rabbit, 
llama and poultry were asked 
questions about each species 
by judges to determine who 
was most knowledgeable in 
all species. 

First was Intermediate 
Premiere Showmanship com-
petition. Participants were 
Nolan Hackett in beef, Kea-
ton Nelson in sheep, Austin 
Molitor in swine, Brianna 
Popp in dairy, Kyle Gadacz 
in poultry, Holly Heinen in 
dairy goat and Aleaya Kipka 
in meat goat. 

The 2021 Intermedi-
ate Premiere Showman was 
awarded to Holly Heinen 
from St. Joseph, a member 
of the Shamrock Shakers 4-H 
Club who will be a seventh 
grader this fall. Holly is a 
well-rounded 4-H’er exhibit-
ing projects in multiple areas 
in both general and livestock 
projects. 

“I have learned many 
new skills being in 4-H be-
cause I entered items in proj-
ect areas at the fair that were 
new to me.” Remarked Holly, 

Next, was the Senior 
Premiere Showmanship 
competition. Participants 
were Leighton Hackett in 
beef, Travis Boyle in swine, 
Abigail Nelson in sheep, 
Morgan Molitor in swine, 
Emmi Janski in llama, Joseph 
Achen in dairy, Riley Kipka 
in meat goat and Emma Go-
ertz in dairy goat. The 2021 
Senior Premiere Showman-
ship was awarded to Travis 
Boyle from Foley, a member 
of Green Acres 4-H Club. 
Travis is also a 4-H Ambas-
sador, Head Camp Counselor 
and worked this summer as 
a 4-H Summer Assistant to 
help with summer program-
ming. During the fair week, 
Travis showed rabbit, swine, 
goat, and horse, where he re-
ceived grand champion senior 
swine showman and grand 
champion senior meat goat 
showman. He also received 
grand champion in cake dec-
orating and food & nutrition, 
which he is planning to bring 
to state fair.

“4-H has taught me to be 
a hard worker and has helped 
build my leadership skills. It 
has been rewarding and ful-
filling to try new things along 
with being able to compete 
with your friends because at 
the end of the day, it’s nice 
to walk out of the show ring 
and still be able to laugh and 
joke with your competitors.” 
Remarked Travis, 

“I think others should 
consider 4-H and everything 
you get to do. If you don’t live 
on a farm or have animals to 
show you can still participate 
in static exhibits. If that isn’t 
your forte, that’s alright, you 
don’t have to exhibit anything 
if you don’t want to in 4-H, 
because it’s all about making 
the world a better place, one 
friendship at a time”

On Friday night of the 
Benton County Fair, 4-H’ers 
participated in performing 
arts acts and Fashion Revue 
show where youth walk the 
runway. Performing Arts 
Grand Champion was Brady 
Roberts, of Sauk Rapids, a 
member of 79’ers 4-H Club 
and entering 11th grade. He 
danced to hip hop song, I own 
the World. During Fashion 
Revue, 4-H youth showcased 
their outfits that they either 
constructed or purchased. 
Court of Honor Metals, 
plaques and ribbons were 
given out during the eve-
ning. Champions and Court 
of honor were Katie Gramke, 
Elise Gramke, Brooke Swan-
son, Ashlynn Swanson, So-
phia Beauchamp and Isabella 
Wieber. Champion Mentor in 
Fashion Revue was Brooke 
Swanson. 

The good news is even 
though the Benton County 
Fair came to an end, there are 
a great number of 4-H kids 
that have been busy at the 
MN State Fair in livestock, 
general exhibits, and llama. 
Many from Benton County 
are also heading to the State 
Dog Show, State Shooting, as 
well as the State Horse Show. 
Be sure to check out all of 
their amazing accomplish-
ments.

For more information 
about Benton County 4-H 
and all the activities through-
out the year, contact the Ben-
ton County Extension Office 
at 320.968.5077.

By Penny Leuthard,
Contributing Writer

It was a beautiful 
weekend for the return 
of the Clearwater Rodeo 
and excitement was high 
as spectators of all ages 
packed the stands.

Presented by the Silver 
Bullet Saddle Club (SBSC), 
the 41st annual Clearwater 
Rodeo was held last week-
end, with shows on Friday, 
Saturday, and Sunday.

During the MRA-
TBRA Rodeo performances 
each day, the adult compet-
itors wowed the crowds 
with bareback bronc riding, 
saddle bronc riding, steer 
wrestling, breakaway rop-
ing, tie down roping, team 
roping, barrel racing, and 
bull riding.

Youngsters also had 
the chance to be part of the 

rodeo. Each performance 
included a mutton bust for 
kids ages 5-7 and a calf rib-
bon race for kids ages 6-12.

Dances followed the 
Friday and Saturday per-
formances, with Radio Na-
tion entertaining the crowds 
Friday and Drop Tailgate 
on Saturday. Saturday also 
featured a BBQ meal with 
all the trimmings.

Sunday was Kids’ 
Day and kicked off with a 
non-denominational cow-
boy church service at 10 
a.m., followed by special 
fun and activities for kids 
12 and under, including a 
petting zoo, free pony rides, 
games, and a chance to win 
a raffle drawing. Sunday’s 
rodeo performance began 
at 2 p.m. 

SBSC expressed 
thanks and appreciation to 
this year’s rodeo sponsors, 

including main sponsors 
Bernatello’s Foods, Ber-
nick’s Pepsi, Brickyard 
Bar & Grill, Bronson Elec-
tric, Bud Light, Clear Lake 
Lions, Clearwater Amer-
ican Legion, Clearwater 
Lions, Clearwater Parts 
City, Clearwater Travel 
Plaza, Erick Berscheid 
Trucking, Franklin Out-
door, Kwik Trip, LG Seeds, 
Mathison Motors, Newport 
Leasing Group, Northridge 
Express, Woodline Saw-
mills, The Boot Shack, 
T&R Meats, and 98.1 FM. 

Excitement High At The Clearwater Rodeo

A BARREL RACER speeds toward her target during last weekend’s Clearwater 
Rodeo. (Submitted Photo.)

A BRONC RIDER gets thrown from his horse during the Clearwater Rodeo last 
weekend. (Photo by Penny Leuthard.)

THE CROWD PAYS TRIBUTE to 
Old Glory (above) at the kick-off to the 
Clearwater Rodeo. (Photo by Penny 
Leuthard.)

A COMPETITOR RACES LOW (left)
during the barrel racing portion of the 
Clearwater Rodeo last weekend. (Sub-
mitted Photo.)
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TO THE EDITOR:
We hosted a three-day 
event in Monticello last 
weekend to honor Law 
Enforcement, Firefighters, 
Past and Present Military, 
First Responders, Educa-
tors and Medical Workers.  
Local Heroes Days (.com) 
had over 3000 people who 
came into the event. The 
gratitude and apprecia-
tion that was shown was 
needed and nothing short 
of overwhelming. We no-
tified all TV News orga-
nizations about the event 
60 days ago and last week 
emphasizing the magni-
tude of the event.  
Absolutely no TV media 
showed up to even look at 
the event. Being reason-
able and objective I can say 
without reservation that 
our media is not fair and 
unbiased.  We are being 
given only the news that 
fits the agenda. Facebook 
also blocked my ability to 
advertise the event saying, 
“it mentions politicians…
sensitive social issues that 
could influence how peo-
ple vote.” The posting did 
none of these things.  It 
simply honored law en-
forcement, and other pub-
lic service heroes.   I AM 
ASKING FOR EVERY-
ONES HELP!!! PLEASE 
EMAIL our four TV news 
organizations.  If they do 
not have public push back 
on this, they will continue 
to give us only the news 
they wish to have us hear.  
WCCO - lindsey.peter-
son@audacy.com;
KARE - News@kare11.
com; 
KMSP - fox9news@foxtv.
com;
KSTP - newsreply@kstp.

com.
Scott Kunz
Albertville, MN
LocalHereosDays
@gmail.com

TO THE EDITOR:
You may be aware of the 
challenges our frontline 
essential workers faced 
during this past year and a 
half during the pandemic.  
These include health care 
workers, grocery store 
clerks and others who 
faithfully went to work 
to serve us while putting 
their own health and that 
of their families at risk.  
Some of these had min-
imum wage jobs. As a 
small token of thanks, the 
legislature has set aside 
$250 million to help com-
pensate these essential 
workers for their sacrifice 
and commitment to serve 
during these stressful 
times.  Our own Sena-
tor Kiffmeyer is part of a 
working group appointed 
to determine how to dis-
tribute these funds.  Please 
join me in encouraging 
and thanking Senator Kiff-
meyer and the other mem-
bers of the working group 
for quickly and fairly de-
ciding an equitable distri-
bution of these funds as 
a very small thank you to 
these essential workers.  It 
appears that this pandemic 
is not over and these same 
essential workers con-
tinue to be challenged as 
they serve us.  Hopefully 
the working group will 
also recommend future 
“hazardous” pay for these 
workers.
Joyce LeClaire
Big Lake

TO THE EDITOR:
How are laws created in 
Minnesota? I grew up 
believing that it took the 
House, Senate, and the 
Governor to create or 
change laws.  We have the 
ballot box to elect respon-
sible individuals for these 
positions. I am finding 
that Minnesota agencies 
filled with political ap-
pointees can make rules 
which have the impact of 
law, and the House and 
the Senate can do nothing 
about the rules but accept 
them.  Recent examples 
include the MPCA vehicle 
emission standards that 
impose California rules on 
MN drivers and the Social 
Studies Academic Stan-
dards being written by 
the governor’s appointees 
and being approved by a 
law judge.  These rules 
will have a devastating 
effect on our finances and 
families. The governor 
appoints commissioners, 
and the only thing the 
Senate can do is reject the 
appointment.  The current 
governor is not trying to 
get the most qualified can-
didates for the jobs.  Walz 
is picking people who are 
strong in the party or big 
funding donors.
Additionally, these de-
partments have public 
employees cannot be re-
moved without cause, and 
some are being promoted, 
not because of ability, but 
because of their political 
philosophy.
Barry VanBuren
Clearwater, MN

Letters To The Editor

Editorials/Opinions
Lommel Uplifts Others With Photography

I have been working in 
the newspaper field selling 
advertising and writing a 
column for over 30 years. I 
started working at St. Cloud 
Times in the early 1990’s, 
followed by seven years at 
Monticello Times (1993-
2000) and Patriot News-
paper (formerly Citizen 
newspaper) for the past 21 
years. I have always enjoyed 
taking photos as a hobby. I 
took photos for the yearbook 
in high school. I also took 
photos and wrote stories for 
the Paw Print school newps-
aper at Becker High School.

As a teenager, I noticed 
at many events and reunions 
that no one was taking pho-
tos and felt led to capture 
special moments on film. I 
became the photographer at 
a majority of family gath-
erings for the past 30 years. 
My mother would often say: 
“That picture better not end 
up in the newspaper!”

One local portrait pho-
tographer has a knack for 
capturing amazing mo-
ments. Chris Lommel 
(Lommel Photogra-
phy, Master Photogra-
pher, Craftsman) truly 
has a passion for pho-
tography. It shows in 
his work. 

Lommel first dis-
covered his passion for 
photography during a sum-
mer class following sixth 
grade. He continued his 
hobby through 4-H and en-
tered projects at the county 
fair. Chris earned a blue 
ribbon that he remembers 
fondly nearly 50 years later.  
He took a photography class 
his junior year at Monticello 
High School through Com-
munity Education taught 
by Bruce Ellingson (then a 
photographer for Monticello 
Times). Ellingson suggested 
to the publisher (Donald Q. 
Smith) that Chris join the 
newspaper staff. Chris agreed 
and began working at Monti-
cello Times newspaper as a 
high school junior in 1978. 
Lommel continued to work 
part time through journalism 
school at the University of 
Minnesota and full time after 
he graduated. Chris served as 
graphics director/production 
manager. Chris and I worked 
together briefly at Monticello 
Times. I enjoyed his conta-
gious enthusiasm and great 
sense of humor and I was 
inspired by his photographs. 
After a number of years at 
the Times, he was looking 
to do something different. 
Lommel’s wife, Kim, was 
working with David Hytt-
sten at David’s Photography 
in Monticello. Chris photo-

graphed weddings part time 
and some high school se-
nior portraits. Chris enjoyed 
working with David,  but 
the small business could not 
provide enough year-round 
work for both families. 

In the fall of 1988, Chris 
took a job as an associate 
editor at the Elk River Star 
News. Lommel was drawn 

back to portrait photography 
and started Lommel Photog-
raphy part time with his wife 
and their three sons in their 
home in 1991.

In 1996, Lommel ex-
panded and built a home 
studio on two acres. Chris 
began doing photography 
full time that year. The Lom-
mels’ business was growing. 
Then, in January of 2002, 
Chris had a life changing 
diagnosis - multiple my-
eloma. He was treated with 
chemotherapy, but it was not 
completely successful. The 
decision was made to pro-
ceed with a donor stem cell 
transplant, which was a risky 

procedure. Chris shared: 
“We knew the only way it 
was going to be successful 
was with a miracle.” 

Many difficult days 
would follow, but by the 
grace of God,  Lommel re-
ceived the miracle he had 
prayed for. The transplant 
proved to be successful and 
was a turning point in his ill-
ness. January of 2003 (one 
year after his initial diagno-
sis), Chris was declared can-
cer-free. 

Lommel continued to 
take photos during his ill-
ness. He snapped over 1,000 
photographs during that 
time, which proved to be 
therapeutic for him and also 
served to inspire others. 

Nearly 20 years after 
treatment for cancer, Lom-
mel strives to make the 
most of every day. He rec-
ognizes God left him here 
for a reason and makes a 

point to enjoy the small 
moments. Chris and 

Kim also enjoy their 
children (Eric Ryan 
and Bret) and 
their spouses, as 
well as their four 
grandchildren. 

Over 50 
years after first 

picking up a cam-
era, Chris is as in-

spired with his craft 
as ever. Lommel finds 

spectacular views and 
inspiration of what nature 

has to offer, many times be-
fore a majority of the world 
is awake. He takes senior 
portraits and also takes many 
photographs at sunrise on a 
lake or river with a goal of 
uplifting others through his 
work. “There is so much 
beauty to behold in our nat-
ural environment, found just 
outside our front doors or 
just a short drive through our 
communities of Monticello, 
Big Lake and Becker. The art 
is made by our creator. My 
purpose is to plan and pre-
pare for opportunities to be 
in the right place at the right 
time to capture key moments 
with a camera”.

Chris shared:  “Sunrise 
on the water is an opportu-
nity to commune with nature 
and get in a workout to begin 
the day in the kayak. Getting 
outside and taking photos is 
healing. I’ve recently found 
that inviting friends and my 
son, Eric, to join my pre-
dawn adventures has proven 
to be relaxing and great ther-
apy for all of us!”

Lommel’s portraits con-
tinue to touch people. 

By Mary Nehring, 
Contributing Writer

Addressing Rising Inflation
(Editor’s Note: The fol-

lowing column was submitted 
by Tom Emmer.)

It’s been great to be back 
in Minnesota these last few 
weeks. I always enjoy this 
time to visit with my con-
stituents and hear about the 
issues most important to you 
and your families.

There are a number of 
issues that are top of mind 
for families as we approach 
the end of summer. One that 
I’ve heard a lot about is the 
continued increase in prices 
we’re seeing on food, fuel, 
and other types of goods. I 
hope you will read on to learn 
more about our work to ad-
dress rising inflation…

Addressing Rising 
Inflation
As prices on everyday 

goods continue to rise and the 
Biden Administration prom-
ises to spend trillions more in 
the coming months, we have 
no choice but to redouble our 
efforts to rein in our spending 
and get control of our debt.

This past week, I 
joined Congressman Pat-
rick McHenry, Republican 
Leader of the House Finan-
cial Services Committee in 
sending a letter to the Con-
gressional Budget Office 
(CBO) asking the agency to 
report to Congress on the im-
pact of Democrats’ reckless 
new government spending 

proposals on our economic 
recovery.

We asked the CBO to 
analyze the disastrous effects 
of Democrats’ irresponsible 
spending on GDP growth and 
consumer prices. We have all 
felt the increase in prices at 
the pump, the grocery store, 
and beyond, and it’s unsus-
tainable.

As Democrats look to 
spend another $3.5 trillion 
through the partisan reconcil-
iation process – in an addition 
to $1.2 trillion on infrastruc-
ture spending that’s not paid 
for – it’s time to take a hard 
look at our spending for the 
sake of future generations. 
A massive spending spree 
will have short and long-
term implications for the 
economy, especially on GDP 
and inflation. It’s no surprise 
that recent data suggests the 
economy is slowing as prices 
continue to rise. New spend-

ing proposed by Democrats 
will only make our problem 
worse.

I will continue to fight 
against excess spending and 
disastrous economic policies 
that threaten Americans’ way 
of life.

One of the most import-
ant functions of my office is 
constituent service. Our team 
consists of casework staff in 
our District Office in Minne-
sota, who can handle an array 
of issues you may experienc-
ing with the federal govern-
ment.

If you have been unable 
to receive a response from a 
federal agency in a timely 
fashion, or if you feel you 
have been treated unfairly, 
our office may be able to help 
resolve a problem or get you 
the information you need. 
While we cannot guarantee 
you a favorable outcome, we 
will do our best to help you 
receive a fair and timely re-
sponse.

We can assist with a va-
riety of agencies and issues, 
from expedited passports to 
addressing complications 
stemming from a foreign 
adoption to correcting errors 
with the Internal Revenue 
Service – we can help. Please 
contact our casework team if 
you are in need by visiting 
my website, Emmer.House.
gov/casework.

By Congressman 
Tom Emmer

Redistricting
(Editor’s Note: The fol-

lowing column was submitted 
by Sen. Mary Kiffmeyer.)

This year is an exciting 
one for Minnesota! Following 
the census which was com-
pleted last year, Minnesota is 
now in the process of redis-
tricting (redrawing the bound-
aries of election districts), to 
ensure people of each district 
are equally represented. Over 
the past ten years, the districts 
that started nearly equal in 
population have now become 
uneven and need to be re-bal-
anced through Redistricting. 

Our state’s congressional 
and state legislative lines are 
drawn by us in the legislature  
We have to follow important 
criteria to ensure compliance 
with the US and MN Consti-
tutions and state law. As the 
Vice Chair of the Senate Re-
districting Committee, I am 
committed to ensuring a fair 
and transparent redistricting 
process. 

History of 
Redistricting
Between the 1850 cen-

sus (just before MN became 
a state in 1858) and the 1950 
census, legislative redistrict-
ing was not completed on a 
regular cycle following the 
every-ten-year- census like 
it is today. After the 1950 
census, redistricting was 
regularly completed every 
decade following a national 
census. In the early half of 
the 1900s, the courts decided 
cases affecting redistricting, 
and became much more in-
volved following the 1950 
census and continue to be in-
volved today. In Minnesota, 
redistricting is done every 10 
years by the legislature to ad-
just for population increases, 
decreases, and geographical 
shifts.

The Minnesota State 
Constitution states, “The rep-

resentation in both houses 
shall be apportioned equally 
throughout the different sec-
tions of the state in proportion 
to the population thereof.”

New Population 
Findings 
Following last year’s 

2020 census, it was found that 
Minnesota’s population grew 
about seven percent between 
2010 and 2019, adding about 
376,412 residents to our state. 
There has been much growth 
in the Twin Cities, but what is 
most exciting is the growth in 
our more rural areas of Min-
nesota. Four of the five fast-
est-growing counties since 
2010 were outside the imme-
diate Twin Cities, including 
Carver, Scott, Olmsted, and 
Wright Counties. 

Interestingly, Minneso-
ta’s population is continuing 
to age with nearly 77% of 
our population being over the 
age of 18, while the under-
18 population lagged at only 
2.6%, indicating Minneso-
tans are having children at 
lower rates than in 2010. Our 
state is also becoming more 
diverse, with Black Minneso-
tans increasing nearly 2% in 
population and White Minne-
sotans dipping nearly 8% in 
the population. 

How This Impacts 
Your District
Once district lines are re-

drawn, there could be modest 
shifts at the State Capitol. As 
the only split legislature in the 
nation, Minnesota legislators 
will have to work together to 
equalize representation in our 
state, regardless of party. 

Estimated populations 
within metropolitan districts 
show there are too many peo-
ple in the current districts and 
need to shrink, while a few 
greater Minnesota districts 
have the opposite problem –
they’ve lost people and need 
their boundaries to grow. One 
issue that concerns many is 
the fairness of how these lines 
are drawn, some worrying 
about gerrymandering for the 
benefit of one party over the 
other. Our state is unique in a 
way because of our split leg-
islature and our geographical 
differences in political opin-
ions – with the DFL mostly 
being centered in the Twin 
Cities while Republicans are 
spread throughout rural Min-
nesota. It will be imperative to 
draw the lines fairly based on 
the numbers and keep Minne-
sotans’ trust in the process. 

Redistricting is a job 
requiring true cooperation 
between the Senate, House, 
and Governor, and if we are 
unable to agree like in 2010, 
the Supreme Court will take 
over. I am a firm believer that 
we can come together for 
Minnesotans and ensure they 
are appropriately represented 
at the Capitol. That is our job, 
after all. 

If you have any questions 
regarding the redistricting 
process or any other legisla-
tive questions, I encourage 
you to reach out to my office 
at any time. I can be reached 
at Sen.Mary.Kiffmeyer@Sen-
ate.MN or you can call me at 
651-296-5565. 

By Sen. 
Mary Kiffmeyer

PRE-DAWN KAYAK ADVENTURE. 
Jeff Sackett, Eric Lommel and Chris 
Lommel enjoyed the sights and sounds 
of nature at Bertram Chain of Lakes 
Regional Park near Monticello August 
14th. Lommel, a professional portrait 
photographer, makes regular early 
morning visits with his kayak to area 
lakes to capture local beauty with his 
camera, commune with nature and 
get in a workout before starting his 
day. Inset photo: an eagle takes flight 
in the early morning hours. (Photo by 
Chris Lommel Photography).
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CAREER OPPORTUNITIES 

 Direct Support Staff 
 Operations Program Director 
 Mental Health Specialist 
 Mental Health Program Director 

 
Dungarvin has Residential Homes across the St. Cloud Area with 
positions are available in Foley, Monticello, Clear Lake and Sauk 

Rapids! 
 

We have weekly hiring events! 
 

Not from Around here? We have opportunities across MN from Grand Rapids to 
Rochester along with 13 other states.  Visit our career page to find out more about 

positions close to you ! 

Do you desire to makes someone smile 
each day?   

Do you have a passion to engage others ?  
Are you searching for purposeful work 
with opportunities to grow within the 

company?   

Join Our Team! 
Take the first step towards enjoying your journey! 
Apply online today: www.dungarvincareers.com 

 
   
651-699-6050 
 
  www.facebook.com/dungarvin 
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We have weekly hiring events! 
 

Not from Around here? We have opportunities across MN from Grand Rapids to 
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positions close to you ! 

Do you desire to makes someone smile 
each day?   

Do you have a passion to engage others ?  
Are you searching for purposeful work 
with opportunities to grow within the 

company?   

Join Our Team! 
Take the first step towards enjoying your journey! 
Apply online today: www.dungarvincareers.com 

 
   
651-699-6050 
 
  www.facebook.com/dungarvin 

POSITIONS START AT $14.50/HR! 
DAYS, EVES & OVERNIGHTS AVAIL.

FT AND PT!  
• Direct Support Staff 
• Mental Health Specialist 
Dungarvin provides supports in a Residential 
Group Home setting to individuals with physical 
and mental disabilities.  We have over 160 pro-
grams across MN including: Foley, St Cloud, Sauk 
Rapids, Monticello, Clear Lake and many more!! 

Join Our Team! 
Take the first step towards enjoying your journey! 
Apply online today: www.dungarvincareers.com 

651-699-6050
www.facebook.com/dungarvin

Options Inc. is hiring!
Supporting adults with disabilities!

We are looking to fill the following position:

Job Coach
Daytime hours M-F
Competetive Salary, Vacation.
Exceptional Benefits Including

FREE Employee Dental and Life Insurance
Apply today at: www.options-inc.org/career

Options, Inc. (EOE)

Kitchen help 
& wait Staff

Apply in person.
Hwy. 10 & Lake St., 

Big Lake

NOW HIRINGNOW HIRING

Flexible Hours
Tips 

NOW HIRING for Big Lake, Buffalo & 
surrounding area sites 

To apply online visit:
www.divinehouse.org or call (320) 231-2738

328 SW 5th Street, Willmar, MN 56201

Starting pay $13 and up for awake hours FT & PT with
afternoon/evening shifts. Asleep overnights $10.08/hr. Experience 
working with people with disabilities or background in medical field 

and supervisory experience helpful but not necessary. 

We believe that all people have the right to live and work in an environment which 
provides them with pride, self-respect, friendships, and the opportunity to achieve 
success while realizing that success is defined differently for everyone. We feel that 

our job is to offer friendship, security, and guidance to those we serve.

$1000 SIGN ON BONUS!!*
NOW HIRING DELIVERY DRIVERS AND DELIVERY 

ASSISTANTS AT OUR BECKER DISTRIBUTION CENTER LOCATION!
Earning potential of $50,000-$60,000 per year!

Training provided – No CDL Required  - No Experience Necessary! If you 
have a good attitude and strong work ethic, we will train you to be a 

successful member of our delivery team!
Call or text Mark at 612-290-3305 to apply!

THE BECKER
TRANSPORTATION 

DEPARTMENT
NEEDS YOU!

Fall 2021
3.5 hours per day to safely transport students to and from 

school following all local, state and federal laws.
Must have clean driving record.  School bus, air brake and 
passenger endorsements along with a valid current health 

certificate. Will train the right person!  
Starting salary $38.33 per route. 

Questions can be directed to Tom Risley, 
Director of Transportation at trisley@isd726.org

THE WELLSTEAD OF ROGERS & 
DIAMONDCREST SENIOR LIVING

20600 S. DIAMOND LAKE RD, ROGERS

Stop by or visit WELLSTEADOFROGERS.COM

• LPN 
• PT Servers
• FT Resident AssT
• FT Laundry   
   Worker
• Banquet Director
• Cook
• HR Manager
• Activities  Asst
• FT Housekeeper

Now hiring for the 
following positions

BENEFITS AVAIL: Health, Dental, Vision,
Life, 401K, PTO, Tuition Reimbursement

All employees are required to be vaccinated against COVID-19

BECKER PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS IS HIRING! 

BE A PART OF OUR TEAM!

for information on all our openings, please visit www.becker.k12.mn.us
Questions?  Contact AngelA Oswald @ 763-261-4502, option 3

2021-22 School Year Regular & 
Substitute Positions:

TEACHERS
PARAPROFESSIONALS

NURSES
CUSTODIANS

FOOD SERVERS/DISHWASHERS
BUS AND VAN DRIVERS

CAMP OPPORTUNITY STAFF

We’re hiring Float 
Caregivers with 
enhanced wages!

Search jobs and apply online at 
jobs.thementornetwork.com

Make a difference 
for individuals 
with disabilities 
as a Float 
Caregiver. And 
right now, we’re 
offering enhanced 
wages!

Apply in person, 1 mile east of Becker, 
137th left, 1/8 mile on left. 612-747-0163    

NOW HIRING!
KASOWSKI GROUP

SEASONAL HELP WITH HARVEST
• FARM LABOR • TRUCK DRIVERS

WE HAVE A LOT TO OFFER OUR EMPLOYEES . . .
• Paid Bi-Weekly via direct deposit;  • FT Year-Round 
work; • New Equipment, Machines, Tools, Trucks, & 

MORE!
Please contact Stolt Trucking at stolt.trucking@gmail.com or call 763-261-4510

FT/PT CLASS A CDL DRIVERS
HIRING NOW:

• Family owned trucking company located in Becker, MN • 
Year-round company • Most driving within MN and home every 

night • Hourly pay, plus opportunity to earn overtime.
Driver requirements: 

Class A, 24 months experience, clean driving record and cur-
rent health card.

Qualifications: must be a motivated team player with an atten-
tion to details.  Physically able to stoop, bend, crouch/climb, 

including lifting and carrying up to 55+ lbs. 

STOLT TRUCKING, INC.

Apply in 
person

13400 1st St, Becker

FT Day frozen/dairy
/stocker/bagger 

associate
Becker Food Pride has a full-time day shift position 

open for Frozen/Dairy/Stocker/Bagger. 40 hours 
per week. Must be at least 18 years or older. Op-

portunity for added responsibilities. We are flexible, 
friendly, and busy. Come join our fabulous team.

Find us at 
www.expresspros.com/

stcloudmn

Fall into 
a new job 

with:

Call 320-251-1038
“Apply Today, 

Work Tomorrow!”
Call to apply today for:
- pick & pack 
  1st & 2nd shifts
- window assembly
- work from home -
   cust. service
- machinists
- welding
- Accountant
- shipping
- admin support

 Check 
out our Express 
Jobs app today!

NOW HIRING
•• RESTAURANT/

FOOD COURT SUPERVISORS FT & PT 
Flexible Scheduling 

• FOOD COURT MANAGER – FT
Flexible Scheduling 

· SANDWICH & PIZZA CREATORS –  FT/PT
M-F Days - or evenings & weekends

· OVERNIGHT CASHIERS – FT & PT

Days or evenings & weekends

· CATERING ASSISTANTS – PT
Flexible Schedule

Employees enjoy benefits of food, gas, and gift shop discounts. 
We also offer options of medical, dental, company matching 401K, 

and paid time off. Come join a great team!

Candidates can apply in-person or online 
stacis@clearwatertravelplaza.com 
www.clearwatertravelplaza.com

320-558-2261

I-94 & Hwy 24, Clearwater, MN

· BAKERY PRODUCTION – PT & FT

· WEEKEND CUSTODIAN – PT

· DISHWASHERS – FT & PT

NOW HIRING
•• RESTAURANT/

FOOD COURT SUPERVISORS FT & PT 
Flexible Scheduling 

• FOOD COURT MANAGER – FT
Flexible Scheduling 

· SANDWICH & PIZZA CREATORS –  FT/PT
M-F Days - or evenings & weekends

· OVERNIGHT CASHIERS – FT & PT

Days or evenings & weekends

· CATERING ASSISTANTS – PT
Flexible Schedule

Employees enjoy benefits of food, gas, and gift shop discounts. 
We also offer options of medical, dental, company matching 401K, 

and paid time off. Come join a great team!

Candidates can apply in-person or online 
stacis@clearwatertravelplaza.com 
www.clearwatertravelplaza.com

320-558-2261

I-94 & Hwy 24, Clearwater, MN

· BAKERY PRODUCTION – PT & FT

· WEEKEND CUSTODIAN – PT

· DISHWASHERS – FT & PT

Hot Snacks Cook • Bakery Production 
• Dishwashers • Overnight Food Court 

• Cashiers • Overnight Custodian 
• Gift Shop Cashiers • Gas Station & 

Food Court Cashiers • Servers & 
Bartenders • Restaurant Supervisor
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Provides technical support performing 
the authorized duties of the County 
Surveyor/Public Works Department 

per Federal/State statutes.
Apply Online: www.sherburnejobs.com

Mechanic & Fleet Supervisor
The Mechanic & Fleet Supervisor is responsible for develop-
ing, planning, monitoring, scheduling, and coordinating the 
operations and personnel responsible for the management and 
maintenance of the County's vehicles and equipment.
Apply Online: www.sherburnejobs.com

Now Hiring!
Survey Research 

Technician III

Employment
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Area News

PT OFFICE ASSOCIATE
to Office Administrator at Faith Lutheran Church (FLC) in 

Becker. Duties: manage communications using 
social media platforms, website content, newsletter, 

other tasks as needed. Requires excellent oral & written 
communication skills, HS Diploma, basic computer skills. 

20 hrs./wk (flexible). $15/hr. 

To apply: contact Office Admin. at 763-261-5751 or  
faith@faithlutheran-becker.org

We're Hiring

Hiring multiple positions. Weekday shifts. 
Excellent Benefits. 

401K with matching, Day 1 100% vested. 
On the job training. 

Fill out application at 4751 Heatherwood Road, 
St. Cloud or on our website

https://carfaircomposites.com/careers/
Questions? Call 320-224-7776

Hiring multiple positions. 
Weekday shifts.

Excellent Benefits.
401K with matching, 
Day 1 100% vested.
On the job training.

Fill out application at 
4751 Heatherwood Road,

St. Cloud or on our website
https://carfaircomposites.com/

careers/
Questions? Call 320-224-7776

NOW HIRING!        
           APPLY TODAY

now hiring!
Malco Products, SBC, located in Annandale, MN offers you a great employment opportunity without the 
long commute. As the nation’s leading manufacturer of specialty precision hand tools for the HVAC 
industry, Malco is seeking a multi-talented individual to work in our production area. Please check out 
our website for specific production job openings at www.malcotools.com. 
• Assemblers
• Machine Tool/CNC Operators
• Punch Press Operators
• Shippers

The starting in training pay is $17.11/hour to $18.78/hour and a $1,000 sign-on bonus. Second shift re-
ceives a 6% shift differential. We offer a flexible benefits program where you can pick and choose many 
options in our plan. We are a 100% owned Employee Stock Ownership Plan (ESOP) company where all 
employees are shareholders of company stock. Along with the excellent starting wage and benefits 
program, we have a clean, safe, climate controlled working environment.

To apply, complete the online application or print and complete an application found at malcotools.com 
and mail, fax, email or deliver the application to:

MALCO PRODUCTS, SBC
Attn: Human Resources Manager
P.O. Box 400
Annandale, MN 55302-0400
Facsimile: (320) 323-4441   Email: hr@malcotools.com

Work in Central Minnesota’s 
“Heart of the Lakes” area! 

By Katherine Cantin,
Staff Writer
Reporter.Katie@PatriotNewsMN.com

The Becker School 
Board, in response to recent 
claims of bullying in the 
schools, invited OutFront 
Minnesota to give the board 
a presentation on lessening 
the bullying experienced by 
LGBTQ+ students in the 
schools. 

OutFront Minnesota 
is an organization working 
to help secure the rights of 
LGBTQ+ Minnesotans. 

According to the pre-
senters at the special board 
meeting, a national study 
showed 71% of LGBTQ+ 
students faced discrimi-
nation, and in Minnesota, 
61% have seriously consid-
ered suicide. 

OutFront went over 
the various laws and court 
cases relating to LGBTQ+ 
students, showing the legal 
responsibility of the school 
towards their students.

Next, OutFront went 
over terminology used to 

identify LGBTQ+ indi-
viduals. They explained 
that LGB, which stand for 
lesbian, gay, and bisexual, 
indicate whom the indi-
vidual feels an attraction 
towards (such as in the 
case of homo- or bi-sexual 
attraction, as an example.) 
T stands for transgender, 
or one who identifies dif-
ferently from the gender 
they were assigned at birth. 
Q, for queer, is a kind of 
catch-all umbrella term that 
encompasses all people 
who are not straight or cis-
gender (cisgender describ-
ing a person who identifies 
with the gender they were 
assigned at birth.) Both 
the Q and the + in the term 
LGBTQ+ cover the many 
different terms with which 
queer people may identify 
themselves. (Note: none of 
these terms, including the 
word queer, are typically 
considered offensive by the 
LGBTQ+ community, and 
in fact are useful tools in 
self-identification.)

OutFront went on to 

explain the term “intersex.” 
This describes a person 
whose sexual or reproduc-
tive anatomy does not fit 
what is typical male or fe-
male biology. This shows 
that there are not only two 
genders, as is evidenced 
by those individuals who 
physically differ than the 
typical presentation of 
these genders.

Transgender indi-
viduals may choose to 
self-identify using different 
pronouns than they were as-
signed at birth, and possibly 
a different name. However 
the individual prefers to be 
addressed is determined by 
the individual, and those 
who identify as transgender 
are not required to change 
their pronouns or name in 
order to identify that way. 
Nor is a transgender indi-
vidual required to take hor-
mone medication or pursue 
a physical change to match 
their self-identified gender. 
(Essentially, the person can 
choose to identify how-
ever they like.) OutFront 

suggested asking an indi-
vidual which pronouns or 
names to use when unsure, 
as it will most likely not be 
taken as offensive to do so.

Transgender people 
make up almost three per-
cent of Minnesota’s student 
population.

OutFront then stated 
that 75% of transgender 
students do not feel safe 
in school. They experience 
high rates of depression and 
other mental health issues. 

OutFront continued 
to say it is important for 
educators to address these 
issues because it is the ed-
ucator’s responsibility to 
ensure the safety and the 
ability for students to suc-
ceed in school. They went 
on to say it was important 
for the school to adopt pol-
icy specifically relating to 
gender non-conforming stu-
dents, as handling issues on 
a case-by-case issue leads 

to an inconsistant message 
for LGBTQ+ students and 
can leave the administra-
tion scrambling to respond 
appropriately. 

OutFront said the ad-
ministration, students, and 
parents are invited to call 
their organization at any 
time for help at 800-800-
0350. They stated that 
students, parents, and edu-
cators often call in regards 
to bullying, but they will 
also take calls from par-
ents concerned about how 
their religion fits with their 
child’s sexual identity, and 
other concerns. They want 
to help people understand 
and respond appropriately. 

One board member 
asked what to do in a sit-
uation where a student 
abruptly decided to iden-
tify as a different gender 
and enter a different locker 
room. OutFront responded 
that, in that situation, the 

abruptness of the change 
would likely indicate the 
person is not being sincere. 
They also stated many trans 
students can be nervous and 
anxious around the issue of 
looking for access to bath-
rooms and locker rooms, 
and having a lot of confi-
dence in the request may 
also indicate insincerity. 
OutFront said that there are 
often concerns that adopt-
ing new policies creates 
fear that the policies will 
be abused by individuals 
looking to cause trouble 
or for another self-serving 
purpose, but this happens 
very rarely and can make 
LGBTQ+ students feel 
much more comfortable in 
school.

Supt. Jeremy Schmidt 
mentioned possibly doing 
similar training sessions in 
the future.

Becker School Board learns about LGBTQ+ issues

By Katherine Cantin,
Staff Writer
Reporter.Katie@PatriotNewsMN.com

During Tuesday’s 
meeting, the council cham-
bers were very quiet for 
most of the meeting, as the 
Becker City Council en-
tered three separate closed 
sessions in order to con-
sider real estate deals. 

The city is looking to 
sell lot one, block one of the 
Energy Park Seventh Ad-
dition and lot three, block 
two of the Energy Park 
Fifth Addition. They also 
announced their decision to 
direct staff to make offers 
to Becker landowners R D 
Offutt Company and G & 
M Outdoor holdings for the 
city to purchase land. These 

purchases and sales are not 
yet official and will appear 
before the council again 
after having conversations 
with the potential buyers 
and sellers. 

ArcGIS Enterprise 
Agreement
The board elected to 

enter an agreement with 
ArcGIS. The company will 
provide the city with tech-
nology used for analyzing 
data in regards to planning, 
urban design, administra-
tion, and other areas of city 
function. The new tech will 
first be adopted by City 
Hall and Public Works, but 
will eventually be rolled 
into all departments.

In Other Business,
the Council:
• Approved a lot com-

bination agreement for Bo-
gart Pederson;

• Agreed to lease two 
city parcels to TJ Potter 
Trucking to be used as 
storage area, with intent 
to eventually purchase the 
property;

• Adopted the council 
meeting schedule for 2022;

• Joined the Minnesota 
Water Assistance Program 
Agreement, which provides 
Minnesotans the opportu-
nity to receive help with 
water bills in light of the 
pandemic;

• Replaced a MAU 
(Make-up Air Unit) at pub-
lic works.

Becker City considers real estate deals

Find more library events at https://griver.org/events

BECKER PUBLIC LIBRARY 
11500 SHERBURNE AVE. •  PHONE: 763-261-4454 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 2, 3:00 - 6:00 P.M.
You’re invited to learn papermaking with Paper Plains! 

Like a free food-truck for art, Paper Plains rolls into town and 
is available for anyone to try a new craft. Participants make 

paper that’s embedded with native prairie seeds. 

Whether it hangs on the fridge or gets planted in the garden, 
the paper you make is yours to keep. For all ages, though young 

children will need assistance from an adult. A Legacy event.

Paper 
Plains

Social distancing measures will be in place at programs. Please stay home when sick.
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Sponsor! Call 
763.275.0275 to 
secure your ad

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Appreciative of our 
local newspaper! 

We proudly support 
our communities

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Mon. - Thu., 9am-5pm; Fri. 9am-1pm

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Call us for 
your business 

insurance needs.

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Mon. - Thu., 9am-5pm; Fri. 9am-1pm

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Bundled options 
available, call today 

for your quote.

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Mon. - Thu., 9am-5pm; Fri. 9am-1pm

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Life insurance, make 
sure you have the 
right protection.

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Mon. - Thu., 9am-5pm; Fri. 9am-1pm

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Do you own a boat, 
ATV, motorcycle or 
RV? Call today for a 

free quote.

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Mon. - Thu., 9am-5pm; Fri. 9am-1pm

PROUD SPONSOR
OF THE 

NEWSPAPER,
EVENTS, ACTIVITIES

AND BUSINESSES
IN OUR LOCAL

COMMUNITIES!

763-262-5850
tjpottertrucking.com

Grateful for our 
community newspaper 

and all the events 
covered in our 

surrounding areas!

612.298.3608
Sarawaytashek 

@edinarealty.com

Good Luck Athletes!

Proudly 
serving the 

communities of 
Becker, 

Big Lake, 
Clear Lake and 

Clearwater!
We appreciate 

your 
business and 
readership!

Purple Martin Migration
I am no stranger to 

traveling hundreds or even 
thousands of miles to see, 
study and document some 
of nature’s most wonderful 
events. For over 35 years I 
have traveled to see the epic 
migration of Sandhill Cranes 
in Nebraska, stunning flocks 
of Snow Geese in North Da-
kota and remarkable Mon-
arch Butterflies in southern 
California and the list goes 
on and on. But over the past 
couple of weeks, I haven’t 
had to travel very far to see 
a spectacular natural occur-
rence. This natural event has 
been within an hour or two 
of my home in Minnesota. 
And what is even better, it’s 
a natural event I had never 
seen before. It’s the gather-
ing of thousands of Purple 
Martins for an evening roost 
before migrating south.

Purple Martins are 
the largest member of the 
swallow family in North 
America. As is the case of 
many birds, its common 
name isn’t very accurate. 
The males are not actually 
purple but rather a black-
ish-blue. The males’ feath-
ers are iridescent and when 
seen in bright sunlight they 
look navy blue and some-
times green. Females are 
mostly gray with brownish 
wings. The name Martin 
comes from French and 
British pet names and refers 
to a diminutive of Mars. Pet 
names where often assigned 
to familiar backyard birds 
or as the British like to say, 
“dooryard” birds. 

Martins freely breed 
across the eastern half of 
the United States and up 
into parts of central Can-
ada. There are a few sepa-
rate populations that breed 
in California, Arizona, and 
New Mexico but mostly 
they are an eastern species 
of bird. And now for one 
of the more amazing facts 
about Martins. They nest in 
colonies, which means they 
are nesting in groups of 10 
to 100 pairs of birds. All of 
this nesting takes place in 
human-made nesting struc-
tures. That’s right, they only 
nest in human-made apart-
ment style or individual 
nesting gourds that are put 
out by people. They don’t 
nest in the wild.

The human-avian rela-
tionship is considered syn-
anthropic, which means that 
the birds have greatly ben-

efited from living in close 
proximity to people. Over 
the past couple hundred of 
years the martins have made 
a complete transition from 
nesting in the wild to to-
tally dependent u p o n 
a n d 

b e n -
e f i t - ing 
from people who provide 
homes for nesting. I am one 
of those people who provide 
nesting boxes for martins. 
For the past 20 years I have 
dozens of Purple Martins 
nesting just 30 feet from my 
house in the housing I pro-
vide for them.  

Each spring I look 
forward to my martins re-
turning. They are such 
talkative birds and I really 
enjoy hearing them. But at 
the end of the nesting sea-
son, in late summer when 
all the martins have left 
my colony, the silence is 
nearly heart-breaking. But 
this year, I was fortunate 
enough to extend the martin 
season by a few extra weeks 
by seeking out their evening 
roosting spots.

They gather in large 
flocks in preparation for 
migration. These flocks can 
number in the thousands. 
Martins are long distance 
migrators. In late summer, 
huge flocks gather and 
slowly move southward. 
Small flocks join larger 
flocks until tens of thou-
sands of martins are migrat-

ing south with a destination 
of the Amazon basin in 
South America.

When they gather in the 
evening or when leaving in 
the morning, the movement 
of all these birds at the same 
time is often observable on 
local Doppler radar. Several 
of my friends work together 
to watch the Doppler radar 
for signs of the martin activ-
ity and then go out to find 
these nighttime roosts. 

After visiting one large 
roost in central Minnesota, 
I returned a week later with 
my own boat to see and 
photograph the gathering of 
Purple Martins. In just one 
weeks’ time the number of 
martins coming to this roost 
had more than doubled. Ar-

riving just before sunset, I 
launched my boat with 

great anticipation 
and anchored the 
boat right next to 
a large stand of 
cattails. About 
20 mins after 
sunset, I could 
see the first few 
martins flying 

into the area. Then 
slowly over the next 

20 to 30 minutes hun-
dreds, then thousands, 

of martins gathered in the 
airspace above my boat. 
The sight and sound of this 
many birds is unbelievable. 
The constant swooping and 
swirling of the birds against 
the orange glow of the set-
ting sun was breath-tak-
ing and hearing that many 
martins calling warmed my 
heart. 

My camera was in high 
gear as I attempted to cap-
ture the gravity and gran-
deur of the natural event 
unfolding above me. Then 
all the birds gathered high 
in the sky and then dropped 
like rain drops into the cat-
tail marsh. Now the sky 
was empty, and the birds 
were quiet. Of course, the 
pictures don’t do it justice, 
but the memory will last a 
lifetime. Until next time…

Stan Tekiela is an au-
thor / naturalist and wildlife 
photographer who travels 
the U.S. to study and pho-
tograph wildlife. He can be 
followed on Facebook.com, 
Twitter.com and Instagram.
com. He can be contacted 
via his web page at na-
turesmart.com.

By Stan Tekiela
Naturist

By Mark Kolbinger,
Contributing Writer

The Clear Lake Twp. 
Board met Tuesday evening 
and heard an update about 
possible broadband projects 
that could be accomplished 
in several underserved areas 
of the township.

Supervisor  Bud 
Stimmler and Treasurer 
Paul Goenner explained they 
had recently met with one 
internet service provider, 
Arvig, and have plans for 
two more meetings in the 
coming months with both 
Midco and Frontier.  Work-
ing with Sherburne County, 
the township has identified 
approximately four areas of 
the township in need of up-
grades or initial broadband 
services.  From there, the 
board can choose to utilize 
ARPA funds to try and bring 
better coverage to areas of 
the township.

By working with the 
county and the different 
providers, Stimmler and Go-
enner believe they can nego-
tiate the best deal possible to 
accomplish as much as fea-
sible with the funds that the 
board is willing to allocate.

As an example, Goen-
ner shared that in one recent 
project in another town, the 
provider paid for 50% of the 
costs of the fiber optic instal-
lation, while the county paid 
40% and the homeowner was 
responsible for 10% of the 
costs.  The exact percentages 
could change for the formula 
depending on a number of 
factors, but the supervisors 
discussed that they might 
be in a position to make the 
broadband connection more 
accessible to a greater num-
ber of homeowners by shar-
ing in the landowner’s costs.

Sheriff
Chairman Gary Gray 

read aloud the Sheriff’s re-
port for the past month and 
noted a big spike in calls for 
service as they totaled 120 
for the month of July, com-
pared to 75 in the same pe-
riod a year ago.  Traffic stops 
were cited as the reason for 
the increase and recent grant 
funding for traffic enforce-
ment could be a reason be-
hind the increased call load.

Parks
Stimmler updated the 

board on the efforts in re-
moving the Chinese Elm 
trees from the park, as the 
brushing operation was a 
success. Next steps in the 
project will include a con-
trolled burn by the fire de-
partment in September and 
native plant seeding in Octo-
ber by the Sherburne SWCD.

Roads
The road report was 

given by township engineer 
T. “Eyk” Vander Eyk and he 
noted the need for a French 
drain to be installed near the 
intersection of 69th St. and 
47th Ave. to address water 
that pools in the area.  The 
pooling water accumulates 
on a driveway and is not 
flowing to a drainage ease-
ment in proper fashion. With 
the drain installation, the 
problem will be rectified and 
will include the re-shaping 

of a swale to help guide the 
water. The project bid from 
Schendzielos Excavating 
came in at what Eyk said was 
a reasonable cost of $2,700 
so the board approved the 
work to be done this fall.

Solar Project
Gray reported to the 

board that he had attended 
a meeting as the township 
representative the night prior 
regarding Xcel Energy’s pro-
posed solar farm and Ross 
Imholte was also in atten-
dance as a landowner. Gray 
stated that while the Public 
Utilities Commission could 
conceivably rule against the 
project, he believes the farm 
will receive approval and 
construction could begin in 
the spring of 2023.

Insurance Appraisal
Next, the board dis-

cussed the insurance ap-
praisal for the Town Hall 
policy. Built in 2020 for a 
cost of around $685,000, 
the carrier now was listing 
the replacement cost of the 
building at $615,000. Gray 
questioned with the increase 
in lumber prices how the 
building could possibly be 
rebuilt at a lower cost and 
asked Goenner to check into 
the issue.

The board discussed the 
appraisal and thought that 
costs to replace the current 
building might be more in 
the range of $800,000; there-
fore, Goenner will seek clari-
fication from the underwriter 
as to how the appraisal was 
determined.

Clerk
Following advice from 

the MN Association of 
Townships, Deputy Clerk 
Gary Anderson was ap-
pointed as Interim Township 
Clerk as he is currently ful-
filling all of the those duties.

Gray announced that an 
application had been created, 
along with a job description, 
for the permanent clerk posi-
tion. Once legal counsel has 
reviewed the document, the 
township will advertise the 
position.

Zoning
In the lone land use ac-

tion of the meeting, the board 
unanimously approved fa-
vorable comment for a plat 
approval request from Jim 
and Kathy Hartkopf so that 
a 16 acre parcel can be cre-
ated for the construction of 
a home by Tami and Bryan 
Kinzel.  With the favorable 
comment from the township, 
the matter will be forwarded 
to Sherburne County for ac-
tion at the September Plan-
ning Commission meeting.

ARPA
Gray congratulated 

Treasurer Goenner on his 
successful ARPA application 
which was submitted and ap-
proved within 10 days. With 
the approval, the township 
received its first half of the 
ARPA funds in the amount 
of $87,986. They will receive 
the same amount next year 
and will have until the end of 
2024 to expend the funds.

Clear Lake Twp. 
hears update on 
broadband projects

LIFELONG LOCAL RESIDENT CLIFF FORNER recently celebrated his 95th birthday with family and friends at Trinity 
Lutheran Church in Clear Lake. The Clear Lake American Legion was also on hand to salute Cliff for the special occasion. 
Pictured: Lee Forner, Diane Doering, Vicki Forner, Tom Forner and Cliff Forner (guest of honor). Not pictured is Jim 
Forner. (Submitted photos.)

Special Birthday!
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Sports/Area News

Area Chamber News
Membership Meeting

August 25, Noon
Becker High School
Starz Dance Studio

Ribbon Cutting
August 31, 5pm

Annual Golf Scramble
September 9, 10 a.m.

Monticello Country Club
Membership Meeting
August 31, 11:30 a.m..
Carefree Country Club

St. Cloud Clearwater RV Park
Sept. 4, 10 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.

Silent Auction
Rejoice Lutheran Church
Sept. 25, 10 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

Lutefisk & Swedish 
Meatball Dinner

Amity Felton
763-262-2420

Chamber@BeckerChamber.org

Gloria Vande Brake
763-263-7800

Info@BigLakeChamber.com

Glenna Soenneker
320-267-4361

GSoenneker@GMail.com

If you would like more information on any of these events or if you would like 
to become a member of these organizations please reach out to them:

• Septic Systems • Demolition • Foundation & Basement Digging • Tree & Stump Removal 
• Ditching • Dozing • Driveways • Building Pads • Tiling • Water & Power Line Digging 

• Trucking • Food Plots • Hunting Land Establishment • 54’ Telescopic Lift Work • Will Travel

ImholteExcavationAndTrucking@Yahoo.com   Licensed, Bonded and Insured

Keller Lake Commons in Big Lake, now an Assisted Living Community 
offering full apartments ranging from 644 to 956 square feet. Cable is 

included in rents for private pay and GRH renters. Accepting EW and CADI. 
For more information please contact Nicole Gilder, Housing Director at 

763-263-2363 or check us out online at www.kellerlakecommons.com

“71 Years of Gold 
Buying Experience”

Loch Jewelers 09-19-20.indd   1Loch Jewelers 09-19-20.indd   1 9/15/20   2:50 PM9/15/20   2:50 PM

Complimentary 5-minute 
Complimentary 5-minute 

consultation included!
consultation included!

By Mark Kolbinger,
Contributing Writer

The Becker Buzzards 
35+ baseball team etched 
its name in the record 
books last weekend as they 
collected their fifth straight 
state title by taking the 
crown in the Class A divi-
sion. No team in MN am-
ateur baseball history has 
ever collected five straight 
titles.

“The championship 
was our fifth straight and 
the franchise’s sixth over-
all in our 14 year history 
as a team,” manager Jason 
Baune said. “The state title 
game was about as close 
a baseball game as a fan 
could ever watch.”

Close indeed, as 
Becker picked up a 1-0 win 
over the Luxemburg Brew-
meisters in the title game 
after romping over Prior 
Lake 14-4 in the semifinals.

In the win over Prior 
Lake, the Buzzard bats 
knocked around the Mar-
iner pitching staff in a re-
match of the 2018 Class A 
title game, which the Buz-
zards won 2-0.

This year, Buzzards 
were able to grab a 2-0 lead 
in the bottom of the first in-
ning as Jason Wald led off 
with a single and Rich Petty 
reached on an error before 
Jason Pfingsten followed 

with a single to score both 
runners.

The Buzzards opened 
the game up with four runs 
in the bottom of the second, 
as Matt Koester and Steve 
Newman led off with sin-
gles before Calen Kirkland 
singled to score Koester.  
Ryan Williams would fol-
low with an RBI groundout 
to make it 4-0. An error by 
the Mariners’ left fielder al-
lowed another run to score 
and Petty singled to push 
across another run to make 
it 6-0.  

The Mariners would 
take advantage of two Buz-
zard errors to plate two 

runs in the top of the third 
to make the score 6-2 and 
it remained there until the 
bottom of the fourth when 
a combination of eight hits, 
two errors, a walk and a hit 
by pitch would allow the 
Buzzards to send 14 batters 
to the plate and score eight 
runs to push the lead to 14-
2.  

Big hits were provided 
by Petty, who hit a two-run 
double off the tall fence in 
left field, and Pfingsten – 
with his own double off the 
base of the fence to score 
two more runs.  

Tanner Bakke would 
pick up the win going all 

five innings and allowing 
four runs, all unearned, on 
five hits and two walks. 
He struck out three batters. 
Kirkland led the Buzzards 
with three hits, while Wald, 
Petty, Pfingsten, and Chico 
Schroeder each added two 
hits.

The win moved the 
Buzzards to their fifth 
straight state championship 
game as they would take on 
fellow Northwest League 
member, Luxemburg. The 
Buzzards and Brewmeisters 
had split two regular season 
games and this game would 
be a battle between two 
evenly matched teams.

Luxemburg looked to 
take an early lead in the 
top of the first when they 
loaded the bases with one 
out, but Steve Newman 
made a great defensive play 
to turn a hard ground ball 
to third base into a double 
play when he stepped on 
third and fired to first.  

The Buzzards had sev-
eral early threats but were 
unable to push a run across 
the board until the the bot-
tom of the fourth when 
Chico Schroeder led off 
with a single and an error 
allowed Koester to reach, 
putting runners on first 
and second with nobody 
out. Newman laid down a 
sacrifice bunt to advance 
the runners and Kirkland 
followed with a single to 
left center that would score 
pinch runner Brian Kolbin-
ger for the game’s only run.  

Luxemburg came back 
fighting in the top of the 
fifth when a single and a 
double put runners on sec-
ond and third with nobody 
out. Pfingsten, however, 
would bear down and 
strikeout the next batter for 
the first out. The next batter 
hit a line drive to left, but 
Koester made a great catch 
and was able to double the 
runner off second base to 
end the inning and preserve 
the 1-0 lead.  

The Buzzards went 

down quickly in the bottom 
of the inning and the Brew-
meisters led off the sixth 
with another base hit. The 
next batter grounded out to 
advance the runner to sec-
ond with the middle of the 
order coming up. A brilliant 
barehanded play by Petty 
would retire the next batter 
and with a runner on third, 
Pfingsten got the cleanup 
hitter to pop up and end the 
threat. 

Pfingsten made sure 
the Brewmeisters wouldn’t 
threaten in the seventh as he 
fielded a ground ball for the 
first out, struck out the sec-
ond batter, and got the final 
out on a shallow fly ball to 
left.

Pfingsten got the win 
with the complete game 
shutout, allowing seven 
hits, walking none and 
striking out seven. 

Pfingsten was named 
the Tri-County Lumber 
Player of the Tournament, 
picking up the win in the 
championship game as well 
as going 2-3 with four RBI 
in the semifinal victory.
Koester was awarded the 
Becker Township Gold 
Glove Award for his stellar 
play in left field in both the 
semifinal and champion-
ship games.

The Buzzards finished 
the season with a record of 
12-4. 

THE BECKER BUZZARDS made state amateur baseball history with the team’s fifth consecutive state title, this one coming 
in the Class A division. (Submitted photo.)

Buzzards capture fifth straight state title

By Bill Morgan
Editor/Staff Writer
Reporter.Bill@PatriotNewsMN.com

The Becker Area 
Chamber of Commerce had 
a fantastic time hosting the 
2nd Annual Mulligan’s Is-
land Golf Tournament at 
Pebble Creek Golf Course 
Aug. 19.  

It was a sell-out event 
and the 90 degree day 
added to the “island theme”.  
Some teams donned trop-
ical attire while some just 
wore comfortable clothes 
or shirts and hats depicting 
their company names.

The Local 9 course 
was set up “tropically” and 
had fun games and contests 
on the holes. One of the 
prizes was a chance to win 
a “theme cart” for the day 
that had colored leis and 
fringe and many amentities  
donated by Aflac. Each 
golfer in the tournament 
received a bag of goodies 
donated by area merchants 
and supporters of the 

Becker Chamber. 
The shotgun start com-

menced at 3 p.m.
On one hole, Lonnie 

Fluck and Austin Seavert 
represented  Fluck’s 
business, Cross Talent 
Solutions, dressed as the 

Skipper and Gilligan from 
Gilligan’s Island. Seavert 
provided an opportunity for 
teams to cash in on his golf 
skills (Seavert was a BHS 
star on the golf team) as 
he would provide the drive 
from the tee box for a do-
nation to the Chamber of 
$5. Lonnie and Austin were 
able to donate the $141.00 
they raised for Austin’s 
drives.

After the golf, guests 
were invited to the event 
room for a delicious dinner 
and silent auction.  There 
were raffle drawings and 
live music by fan favorite, 
Joe Perry.

Chamber members 
would like to send a big 
thank you to the sponsors 
from the Becker Chamber 
and the many donations 
made by local businesses 
that helped make this event 
a huge success.

Mulligan’s Island captures summer fun in its three hour tour

AUSTIN SEAVERT (L) AND LONNIE FLUCK (R) dressed up as the Skipper and 
Gilligan for the 2nd Annual Mulligan’s Island Chamber Golf Tournamnet last 
Thursday. (Submitted Photo)

GREETING THE GOLFERS LAST THURSDAY were Amy Chmielewski (L), Eric 
Hanson (M) and Amity Felton (R). (Submitted Photo)

By Bill Morgan
Editor/Staff Writer
Reporter.Bill@PatriotNewsMN.com

Monday, members of 
the Great River Faith In 
Action (GRFIA) organiza-
tion hosted a golf scramble 
at Pebble Creek. Dozens of 
area citizens, business own-
ers and GRFIA supporters 
laced up their golf shoes, 
strapped their bags to their 
carts and headed to their 
designated holes in hopes 
of scoring low.

Or, at least in most 
cases, getting the day off of 
work and  backing an asso-
ciation that is important to 
the local communities.

Darin Bohlken, who 
had been heading up the 
golf scramble as executive 
director for 
the last several 
years, was on-
hand to help 
guide and pro-
mote the orga-
nization’s new 
ED, Maureen 
Baty.

“I’m so 
excited to con-
tinue the great 
work that Darin and the 
whole team is doing,” says 
Baty.  “I am also eager to 
have FIA grow slowly and 
get our name out there, so 
that we can help more peo-
ple. “

Great River Faith in 
Action is a volunteer-based, 
nonprofit located in Becker, 
that serves the elderly and 
struggling families/individ-
uals in Sherburne County 
and parts of Wright County. 
They assist the community 
by bringing together those 
that need help and those 

that are looking to help oth-
ers.

Monday’s golf scram-
ble featured several on 
course contests including a 
chipping contest, a putting 
contest and several oppor-
tunities to ace a hole and 
walk away with cash or a 
special golf prize.

Pellco Machine took 
home first place honors 
with the lowest score and 
the foursome won four free 
rounds of golf and a cart at 
Pebble Creek. Pellco’s team 
consited of Chad Anderson, 
Matt Hanson, Ian Holmes 
and Spencer Hinrichs.

Central  Lutheran 
Church took second place 
and their foursome of Ben 
Carruthers, Ryan Braley, 
Chris Dorff and Kyle Gus-

tofson won four rounds of 
golf at the Links at North-
fork in Ramsey.

Third place went 
to Tom Monson, Wade 
Mattson, Matt Hockett and 
Matt Brower of Commu-
nity Development Bank 
and they won four free 
rounds of golf at Hiawatha.

Trevor Beaudry won a 
special prize by having the 
one yellow golf ball in his 
grab bag, winning $100 gift 
card to Pebble Creek Golf.

Closest to the pin win-
ners on select holes were: 

Womens - Vonnie 
Novak. Her prize was 
a $50 Target Gift Card. 
For the men, Michael 
Shuga was closest and 
his prize was a $50 
Kwik Trip Gift Card.

At the chipping 
contest, Jerry Schrupp 
was declared the win-
ner and he took home a 
brand new putter.

The scramble was 
sponsored by many great 
organizations and many 
had their logos and com-
pany names on signs at 
each hole on the course. 
The main sposnors were: 
Victory Ministries, North-
west Machine, Beaudry Oil 
& Propane, Darter Plas-
tics, Pellco Macine, J&B 
Group, M&M Precision 
Machining, Bergan KDV, 
Absolute CNC and Sourc-
ing, Inc., Sherburne State 
Bank, Country Lumber, 
Community Development 
Bank, Becker Furniture 

World, Sylva, Gries-Len-
hardt-Allen, Blank Roots 
Hair Salon, Winlectric, 
Victory Insurance, UMC 
and Remax Results.

GRFIA golf scramble nets perfect day

SHERBURNE STATE BANK fielded a team consisting of Eric Hanson, Candice 
Hanson, Franco Cusipag  and Jarred Merchant. (Submitted Photo)
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24/7 Emergency Service
Fire Damage - Water Damage - Storm Damage

320-743-3440 • Clear Lake, MN 55319
www.royalrenovations.net

Good Luck to all 
local athletes!

CentraCare.com

Best wishes
for a safe and

healthy season!

HAVE A GREAT 
SEASON, 

ATHLETES!

Clear Lake, MN • 320.743.2000

 For Care That’s
EXCEPTIONAL
No referral necessary. 
320-259-4100 
    
Meet our team at 
StCloudOrthopedics.com
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By Bill Morgan
Editor/Staff Writer
Reporter.Bill@PatriotNewsMN.com

Head Coach Bob 
Blanchard returns to the 
bench of the Big Lake Hornet 
football team after an abbre-
viated season last year due to 
COVID-19. A season where 
fall sports were originally 
cancelled for the year, but 
the MSHSL having a slight 
change of heart and recalling 
football and volleyball to their 
shortened seasons.

Blanchard retains his 
original staff from a year 
ago except at the ninth grade 
level. He has nearly 65 stu-
dent athletes in grades nine 
through 12.

Will the Hornet faithful 
have a special player or two to 
focus their fervor to this year?

“I can’t really pick out  
three or four guys (who are 
stars) as we work as a team 

and every role is of equal 
importance,” said Blanchard. 
“This year’s seniors are prob-
ably the most valuable to 
our team. They have really 
stepped into their own in 
taking over this team’s lead-
ership roles since the end of 
last season.” 

Blanchard 
says they have been pushed 
a lot by his coaching staff to 
get better on and off the field 

and that practice is rubbing 
off with their teammates.

“We don’t push a routine 
(for health), nor can we force 
them to eat, or not eat certain 
foods,” says Blanchard of 
his team’s diet and nutrition 
plans. 

“We are constantly re-
minding them to drink plenty 
of water, eat good proteins 

and carbs, and get plenty 
of sleep (8 to 10 hours) 

every night.”
Blanchard says 

he and his coaches 
don’t spend a ton of 
time “recruiting” kids 
for the sport of foot-

ball. He encourages 
his players — who are 

his best recruiters — to 
explain to their friends and 

classmates how fun the game 
of football really is.

“I think students should 
play high school football over 
any other fall sport because it 

is a once in a lifetime oppor-
tunity,” Blanchard said. “You 
can continue to run as long as 
your body allows you. Soc-
cer, they have rec leagues that 
people can play in. Yes, you 
can play flag or touch football 
in rec leagues, but that is not 
the same as organized tackle 
football.”

Blanchard says a little 
over one million student-ath-
letes play organized high 
school football every year. 

“Just over seven percent 
of them will go on to play at 
the college level (any colle-
giate level),” he says. “That 
means that more than 92% 
will never play organized 
tackle football again after 
their high school career is fin-
ished.”

The schedule for 
Blanchard’s team is as fol-
lows: Sept. 2 home ver-
sus Chisago Lakes; Sept. 
10 home versus St. Cloud 

Apollo; at Willmar Sept. 17; 
home versus Delano Sept. 
24; home versus Becker Oct. 
1; at Hutchinson Oct. 8; at 
St. Francis Oct. 15; at Rocori 
Oct. 20.

Section quarterfinals are 
Oct. 26 and semi-finals are 
Oct. 30. Section finals are 
Nov. 5.

The Hornet roster in-
cludes:   Dashawn Harris, 
Jonah Mallberg, Reid Jo-
sewski, Joe Darland, Randy 
Smythe, Hayden Thieke, 
Blayne Kildahl, Rieley Mul-
len, Tyler Anderson, Tan-
ner Muenkel, Conner Stern, 
Tyler Heyen, Braedyn Wem-
ple, Charley Pishney, Chase 
Jones, Bretton Bordwell, Jose 
Acuna, Nolan Miller, Karter 
Vedder, Joey Rydberg, Ty 
Williamson, Gavin Ell, Isaac 
Howell, Gavin Jones, Tate 
Schuman, Caiden Duchene, 
Ryker Stukenholtz, Pacey 
Zandstra, Alex Hanrahan, 

Brad Ausk, Travis Ander-
son, Kyle Ginther, Cj An-
dres, Isaac Milberger, Mason 
Krebs, Gauge Hoffman, 
Rage Remer, Dylan Pishney, 
Gage Schuman, Eric Peredo, 
Mason Swanson, Carson 
Gellerman, Sam Nalty, Jack 
Berner, Broden Johns, Jack 
Christensen, Johnny O’brien, 
Preston Wesseh, Josiah San-
ford, Jaxyn Tschritter, Austin 
Schleif, Carson Kunz, Isa-
iah Terlinden, Brian Black-
man, Evan Secord, Wuoson 
Nehwah, Trent Josewski, 
Brayden Groff, Calen Mc-
learen, Steven Mcknight, 
Trevor Lien, Domenick 
Schuck, Raul Balboa-Por-
ter, Gavin Svenningsen, 
Jesua Cortez-sanchez, Gage 
Behrendt, Calvin Morrison, 
Kaleb Bowman, Mason Hui-
zenga, Mason Hill and Jonah 
Blackman.

Hornet footballers gearing up for fresh season

By Bill Morgan
Editor/Staff Writer
Reporter.Bill@PatriotNewsMN.com

Todd Trutna returns as 
head coach of the Big Lake 
Hornet boys and girls cross 
country teams for 2021.

Trutna retains his full al-
lotment of coaches he ahd last 
yeat including Andy Noble 
as assistant varsity coach 
and Jean Hagberg as middle 
school coach.

Trutna has 50 youngsters 
on the squads in grades seven 
through 12.

On the boys side, Trutna 
has three runners he is keep-
ing a close eye on in terms of 
success for the year. One is 
Kade Layton, a junior who is 
returning as the Mississippi 8 
Conference champion and a 
state qualifier in 2020. Owen 
Layton, Kade’s younger 
brother in the 10th grade, is 

a conference runner up from 
the previous two years and 
was also state qualifier in 
2020. The third boy runner is 
Christian Noble, a senior who 
finished third in the confer-
ence last year and was a state 
qualifier.

“These three set the 
tone for our conference team 
championship last year,” says 
Trutna.  “All three of these 
runners are very athletic and 
have competitive natures.  
They are willing to quite lit-
erally put in that extra mile 
to improve.  The rest of the 
team feeds off their example.  
Jack Leuer, David Guyse, 
and Tanon Jacobson have all 
looked ready to pick things up 
where we left off last year.”

For the girls, Trutna has 
his eye on Emilee Doperal-
ski, a sophomore, who was 
all-conference last year.

“Emily is a very con-

sistent runner, whose strong 
suit is running evenly paced 
races,” says Trutna.  “The 
girls graduated two all-con-
ference runners from last 
year’s squad, so Emily will 
lead a team that will be lack-
ing in varsity experience, but 
has tremendous potential.”  

Trutna says it will be 
exciting to see how this girl’s 
team improves throughout the 
season.  

“Grace Heider, Camp-
bell Slattery, and Samantha 
Burton have shown some 
good improvement already 
during our practices.”

Trutna is grateful he has 
no problem filling his rosters 
with runners even though stu-
dents these days have plenty 
of choices when it comes to 
atletics during the fall season. 

“I just want kids to be in-
volved in something, whether 
that is cross-country, vol-

leyball, football. knowledge 
bowl, pep band...life is not a 
spectator sport,” he says.  “I 
want kids to get off the side-
lines and try things.”  

Trutna says the sport of 
cross-country is a bit unique 
from most of the other fall 
sports.  

“While cross-country is 
a team sport, it can be done 
individually,” he continued.  
“One of our goals is to create 
lifelong runners.  Cross-coun-
try is a timed activity-it’s you 
against the clock.  Runners 
can find success in lowering 
their times through the sea-
son regardless of where they 
place in a race.”  

Trutna says this allows 
runners to have very measur-
able goals.  

“There is also no bench 
in cross-country.  I could have 
100 kids out for the team and 
all 100 would participate fully 

in all our meets.”
Trutna has his teams 

practice about two hours each 
day, and one of our team’s 
mantras is, “What are we 
doing during those other 22 
hours?”  

“Are we fueling our 
bodies with the right kinds 
of foods?” he asks his ath-
letes. “Are we getting enough 
water? Am I getting enough 
sleep? Am I running too fast 
on the easy days?”

Nutrition is important to 
all athletes, not just runners,” 
he says.

“You can follow the best 
training plan to a T, but if you 
don’t take care of those other 
22 hours, it’s going to lead 
to poor performance or inju-
ries.”

The boys team consists 
of: Alton Ahamed, Oliver Ar-
onson, Bradley Ausk, Adiel 
Cisneros, Matthew Denzen, 

Gavin Donner, Carter Er-
ickson, Nicholas Erickson, 
Trent Erickson, Gavin Flavin, 
David Guyse, Peter Halvor-
son, Luke Hugo, Tanon Ja-
cobson, Kade Layton, Owen 
Layton, Jack Leuer, Spencer 
Lommel, Kaiden McLearen, 
Christian Noble, Jonah 
Overby, Jacob Polacec, Isa-
iah Prom, Lucas Stevenson, 
Gavin Vold, Spencer Vold, 
Kale Westgaard and Kevin 
Winkelman.

The girls team consists 
of:  Jenna Ages, Alayna Boe, 
Samantha Burton, Morgan 
Czech, Emilee Doperalski, 
Paiton Ganley, Grace Heider, 
Elspeth Johnson, Erin Kjell-
berg, Xandra Lindman, Lisa 
McMullen, Georgia Morris, 
Rylie Ostrom, Olivia Pot-
ter, Nicole Rempel, Jadyn 
Rust, Brynn Scheer, Jessicah 
Schmidt, Campbell Slattery 
and Sophia Tienter.

Trutna says there is no “bench” in cross country

By Katherine Cantin,
Staff Writer
Reporter.Katie@PatriotNewsMN.com

During last week’s Sher-
burne Commissioners’ meet-
ing, ARPA requests were 
a big theme of the day. The 
commissioners also heard 
from a Big Lake business 
owner during open forum, 
listened to a legislative up-
date from MICA, and held 
ditch and rail authority meet-
ings.

Open Forum 
Sarah Hoffel (Reporter’s 

Note: Spelling of name is un-
certain.) spoke during open 
forum. She and her husband 
recently purchased Big Lake 
Auto. According to Hoffel, 
before purchasing, the cou-
ple asked the county whether 
they needed an IUP and was 
told they did not. However, 

after the purchase they were 
told they did need one. The 
board assured her someone 
would be in touch. 

MICA Update
Matt Mossman of the 

Minnesota Inter-County As-
sociation (MICA) gave an 
update to the board regarding 
the recent legislative ses-
sion.The legislation recently 
passed a two year, $52 bil-
lion budget, part of the fund-
ing for which came from the 
state’s $1.7 billion budget 
surplus and $2.8 billion of 
ARP funds. Business taxes 
were cut by $20 million per 
year. Mossman anticipated 
the legislature would go to a 
special session in September 
to consider a small bonding 
bill, which is not an uncom-
mon situation. 

Mossman’s colleagues 
gave presentations regarding 

legislation including in the 
areas of transportation, health 
and human services, and 
public safety. The full pre-
sentation is available on the 
county’s YouTube channel.

HHS ARPA Requests
The Health and Human 

Services department asked 
the board to set aside 
$100,000 of ARPA (The 
American Rescue Plan Act 
of 2021) funding towards 
establishing an emergency 
assistance program. This 
would assist county families 
experiencing economic hard-
ship caused by the pandemic, 
and would extend through 
December, 2024. Similar 
programs are offered at the 
state level, but county staff, 
in assisting county residents 
applying for these programs, 
found that they are being 
overloaded right now, and 

it is severely limiting the 
amount of help people can 
get from these programs. 
Furthermore, it helps those 
landlords who would other-
wise be waiting for an inde-
terminable amount of time 
for the programs to kick in 
and to receive overdue rent 
payments.

HHS also asked to use 
ARPA funding to pay for 
Zoom licenses for staff. It 
was expected that other de-
partments will make a similar 
request.

Next, HHS requested a 
mental health professional 
be hired to help individuals 
before they reach the point of 
wanting to self-harm. It can 
be very costly to the county 
to treat or hospitalize peo-
ple who experience mental 
health issues, and the new 
staff member is expected to 
save the county a fair amount 
in the long run.

Finally, HHS made two 
final requests in regards to 
foster children. They asked to 
use ARPA funding to recoup 
costs associated with delayed 
court cases, as well as to hire 
a mental health professional 
specializing in children’s 
needs.

The commissioners ap-
proved all of these requests, 
though a couple cautioned 
about being careful in set-

ting up these programs, since 
ARPA funding will not be 
around forever and it will be 
on the county’s taxpayers to 
fund these programs after 
that point.

Mental Health 
The Sherburne County 

Sheriff’s Office (SCSO) 
made a similar request of the 
board, wanting to hire a men-
tal health professional at the 
jail. The SCSO reported that 
last year, though the jail had 
about half the inmates as op-
posed to 2019, it saw double 
the number of mental health 
issues. The commissioners 
agreed a new staff member 
could significantly help the 
situation.

The SCSO also asked to 
use ARPA funding to replace 
outdated technology.

Ditch Authority
The commissioners re-

cessed the regular meeting 
to open the ditch authority 
meeting. The ditch authority 
is taking advantage of the 
drought to do maintenance 
on equipment that is not nor-
mally dry, such as culverts. 
The commissioners went to 
approve the 2021 drainage 
assessments at $45,450. 

Rail Authority
Next, the commission-

ers opened the rail authority 
meeting. They looked at the 
2022-2026 master funding 

agreement for the North 
Star Commuter Rail. Anoka 
county decided to no longer 
be a part of this agreement, 
which transfers their share of 
the cost to the other partici-
pating counties. Staff wanted 
to make a few changes to the 
agreement before officially 
asking the board to accept it. 

Commissioner Felix 
Schmiesing asked his fel-
low commissioners to have 
a frank discussion about the 
North Star. They have lost 
partners in this endeavor, and 
he was concerned about the 
number of people utilizing 
the service and the amount of 
money the county is spend-
ing on the service. Commis-
sioner Raeanne Danielowski 
replied that it was hard to de-
termine the need for the ser-
vice when the metro area has 
yet to really bring their em-
ployees back into the work-
place. Commissioner Lisa 
Fobbe, sensing there was a 
lot to be discussed regarding 
the issue, suggested holding 
a workshop on the topic at a 
later time. They also hoped to 
speak with the commission-
ers in their partner counties 
about the future of the North 
Star. There is plenty of time 
for both, as the agreement 
doesn’t go into effect until 
January 2022. 

Commissioners approve ARPA requests

Have a great season, athletes!
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By Mark Kolbinger,
Contributing Writer

Volleyball fans will most 
likely need to pick up a pro-
gram this year as they head 
into the gym for a Becker 
Bulldog match, as the team 
will have a new coaching 
staff and many new players 
taking the court.

Patty Lindbom takes 
over the head coaching duties 
and brings with her nearly a 
decade of experience from the 
Becker Inferno JO program. 
Joining the staff this year will 
be JV coach Jess Vealetzek, 
JV2 coach Maisie Messick, 
volunteer coach Kyanna 
Marx and Meghan Hoppe, 
who will work with former 
head coach Greg Lynch as the 
two C team coaches.

The first order of busi-
ness for the staff will be 
sorting through a number of 
candidates who are vying for 
playing time after the gradua-
tion of seven seniors from last 
season’s team, who went 7-5 
overall in Lynch’s last season 
at the helm.

Included in the graduat-
ing class was Kady Lindbom, 
the M8 Conference Offensive 
MVP, who was also ranked 
as the number two outside 
hitter in the state of MN, as 
well as Ellie Wenner, an M8 
All Conference setter. Find-
ing their replacements will be 

a key for the new coaching 
staff.

Luckily for Lindbom 
and the rest of the coaches, 
the cupboard is not bare as 
the Bulldogs do return four 
players with extensive varsity 
experience in seniors Alexis 
Goebel, Cami Ramola and 

Alexa Williams, as well as 
junior Evelyn Kreft.

“They are all strong 
players across the net,” says 
Lindbom, who has been rac-
ing to get organized for the 
season after being hired just 
weeks ago.

Providing the leadership 

for the team this season will 
be three captains: Ramola, 
Goebel and Skylee Blom-
quist.

When it comes to the 
style of action fans can ex-
pect to see on the court, the 
coaches are hoping to pick 
up the pace offensively while 
also focusing on better net 
protection.

“This year we are look-
ing to run a faster offensive 
set on the court and also show 
improvement with our block-
ing,” Lindbom says.  

Because of her extensive 
experience in the sport, Lind-
bom is well versed in what it 
will take to continue to build 
upon the program and expe-
rience success. She plans to 
be very clear with her athletes 
as to the expectations on the 
court.

“I have athlete goals to 
make them more cohesive, 
better players and better team-
mates,” Lindbom says. “Our 
team goals are to see the stats 
progressively improve as the 
season progresses.”

The Mississippi 8 Con-

ference boasts several strong 
programs and history shows 
that each opponent is usually 
a tough test. Lindbom notes 
that COVID-19 severely 
restricted the number of 
matches the teams played in 
the conference last year, with 
some playing as few as three 
and the highest being 13.

“Monticello is expected 
to be the powerhouse this 
year in the M8,” Lindbom 
says. “They have both expe-
rience and size coming back 
this season.”

But fans would be remiss 
if they counted the Bulldogs 
out of the mix.  Despite the 
new players and coaches, the 
team has a good amount of 
experience in the sport and 
could be considered a team 
no one will want to face come 
playoff time.

The team opens the sea-
son on the road in Rush City 
on Tuesday, September 7. 
Fans: don’t forget to grab a 
program on the way into the 
match.

SMILES ALL AROUND.  The Becker Bulldog volleyball team was all smiles after a recent practice, as the team prepared for 
the upcoming season.  The team sports a new coaching staff, along with many new athletes after graduating seven outstand-
ing seniors from last year’s team (Patriot photo by Mark Kolbinger.)

Many new faces for Bulldog volleyball

By Bill Morgan
Editor/Staff Writer
Reporter.Bill@PatriotNewsMN.com

Hornet girls soccer has 
a new coach.

Brady Johnson has 
taken over the reins of girls 
soccer at Big Lake High 
School after long-time 
coach Mike Turner stepped 
down after last season. 
Johnson has been coaching 
soccer for the past seven 
years and began coaching 
after he finished his colle-
gian soccer career at Beth-
any Lutheran College. 

“Last year I was the as-
sistant varsity coach of St. 
Francis High School and 
we won our first confer-
ence championship in the 
program’s history,” John-
son said. 

Outside of high school, 
Johnson is a director for 
a local youth soccer club 
called Boreal FC. 

“At Boreal, I’m the 
technical director and have 
had a chance to work with 
many players in the Big 
Lake community,” he said. 
“I hold my United States 
Soccer Federation ‘C’ Li-
cense and hold my United 
Soccer Coaches ‘Premier 
Diploma’.”

Johnson inherits a 
program that seems to be 
on the rise with 29 young-
sters vying for spots on 
the squad. Johnson has his 
eyes on all the players and 
their potential but he is es-
pecially excited about three 
girls who could shine in the 
spotlight during the 2021 
season.

“Kadyn Dilger (goalie) 
is arguably one of the top 
goalies in the state of Min-
nesota,” said Johnson. “She 
has had a prolific club soc-
cer career where she has 
won a Presidents Cup Na-
tional Championship and 
has reached a State Cup 
final while playing up two 
age groups.” 

Dilger is a sophomore 
captain and will be vital to 
Johnson’s team’s success 
on the field. 

“She is fearless, fantas-
tic with the ball at her feet, 
and makes saves that leave 
everyone in awe.”

Another player John-

son holds esteem for is mid-
fielder Lexi Moen.

“Lexi is an extremely 
talented player,” he says. 
“She is the hardest working 
individual on the team and 
sets a great standard for the 
rest of the program to fol-
low.” 

This season will be 
Moen’s third year on var-
sity but with several se-
niors graduating, it’s now 
her chance to step up. 

“She is a 
rare player 
b e c a u s e 
of her im-
mense tal-
ent paired 
with her 
h u m i l -
i t y . 
She is 
a great 
defensive   
p l a y e r 
that can 
also con-
tribute with 
goals and assists in 
attack.”

Forward Sa-
vannah Baker is an-
other Johnson treasure and 
she is the lone junior in his 
program. 

“She contributes to a 
great culture within our 
program by making every-
one feel at home when we 
are together. She will be 
our most attacking player 
and should be set to have a 
fantastic season.”

Johnson realizes he is 
coaching youngsters who 
sometimes don’t eat that 
well, or get enough sleep 
or condition their bodies to 
be their best, but he hopes 
to introduce a standard his 
players can follow that isn’t 
too restrictive.

“As we move to build 
our program this (diet and 
nutrition)will become a dy-
namic that we focus on,” 
Johnson said. “Soccer is 
one of the rare sports where 
younger players must con-
sider how their lifestyle off 
the field affects them on 
the field. A regular sleep 
schedule, a healthy diet, 
and stretching are crucial to 
being a high level player on 
the field.”

“I believe that I have 
been blessed through my 

career as a soccer profes-
sional to get the highest 
levels of education and be 
in a leadership role through 
my soccer club,” says John-
son. “The most important 
dynamic of my career is to 
create an environment that 
allows for growth. Growth 
for me focuses on academ-
ics, promoting a healthy 
lifestyle, and being able to 
create relationships with 
peers. Players who join 
the Big Lake Girls Soccer 

program will have 
an oppor-

t u n i t y 
to grow 
in these 

areas of 
their life 
and be-
come a 
better indi-

vidual.” 
“ A d d i -

tionally, it’s a 
fun group of 

players to be 
with on a daily 

basis.”
Johnson’s team 

consist of: Kadyn Dilger, 
Lilly Berglund, Savan-
nah Baker, Kaycie Jacob, 
Ava Vizenor, Lauren 
Huver, Abigail Polacec, 
Alexis Moen, Mya Turner, 
Mackenzie Cypull, Rylie 
Sternquist, Kelsey Meyer, 
Sophia Lange, Halle Hol-
man, Emily Steen, Trinity 
Zoccoli and Willow Ste-
vens.

The team begins the 
2021 season with a home 
match against Zimmer-
man Aug. 26. The next 
day, Aug. 27, they travel 
to Hutchinson, then re-
turn home Aug. 31 to host 
Rockford. Sept. 7 they 
play at Watertown-Mayer, 
then host Princeton Sept. 
9. On Sept. 11, they play 
at Willmar, then host the 
Bulldogs from Becker Sept. 
14. Two days later, they hit 
the road for North Branch, 
then for Heritage Christian 
Academy Sept. 18 before 
returning home to play 
Monticello Sept. 21.

The Hornets hit the 
road Sept. 23 for St. Fran-
cis, then head to Chisago 
Lakes Sept. 27. Maranatha 
Christian Academy  comes 
to Big Lake Sept. 28 as 

well as Cambridge-Iasnti 
Sept. 30. The final two 
matches of the regular sea-
son include a trip to Wate-
rown-Mayer on Oct. 5 and 
then a final home match 
Oct. 7 against Delano.

Hornet girls soccer has new head coach
Submitted article

(Editor’s Note: The 
following article was sub-
mitted by St. Cloud Area 
School District.)

St. Cloud Area School 
District announced at the 
Wednesday Board of Ed-
ucation meeting its plan 
for returning to school in 
person in September. The 
back-to-school plan cen-
ters around achievement, 
well-being, and engage-
ment. In accordance with 
recommendations from the 
CDC, MDH, MDE, and 
local health officials, and as 
a mitigation measure to re-
duce quarantines and help 
keep students in school, 
the plan includes universal 
masking of children and 
adults while inside district 
buildings and using district 
transportation. The school 
board approved the mask-
ing recommendation in 
a vote of 6 -1. It will take 
effect Monday, August 23.

St. Cloud Education 
Association (SCEA) Presi-
dent Chris Erickson said of 
the plan, “We support the 
school district in making 
their decisions to do this 
as safely as possible while 
ensuring our students are 
continuing to get a great 
education in our St Cloud 
Area Schools.”

Under the current 
plan, preschool – grade 

12 students will return to 
learn in person five days a 
week, prioritizing relation-
ship building with learn-
ers, establishing a positive 
classroom community, 
and supporting a culture of 
continuous improvement. 
COVID-19 protocols will 
remain in place to mitigate 
transmission, including 
masking, social distancing 
when possible, handwash-
ing and respiratory eti-
quette, as well as enhanced 
cleaning protocols. Out-
door learning spaces will 
be utilized when possible.

Asst. Supt. Dr. Lau-
rie Putnam shared that 
“the emotional and social 
well-being of our students 
and school community are 
also paramount as we re-
turn to school, and we will 
be employing strategies to 
ensure mindfulness and 
well-being.” Some of these 
strategies include hiring 
additional school counsel-
ors, chemical health coun-
selors, and mental health 
supports.

In addition, the school 
district is committed to en-
gaging students, families, 
and staff in their schools. 
One area of focus for the 
school year is increased 
participation in grades 6-12 
activities. Another goal is 
to elevate student voice 
and provide leadership op-
portunities.

St. Cloud schools announces 
back to school plan in Sept.
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By Mark Kolbinger,
Contributing Writer

When head coach Tina 
Tamm enters the pool for 
her 23rd season as head 
coach, she’ll be greeted by 
an experienced squad that 
includes 18 returning letter 
winners from a year ago.

That veteran presence, 
along with a stellar group 
of divers, is enough to give 
Tamm a high level of con-
fidence heading into this 
season’s campaign.

“We have a lot of re-
turning athletes that will 
be very beneficial to the 
team scores,” says Tamm, 
who will again be assisted 
by diving guru Kayla Ka-
linowski (12th season) and 
Avery Tamm (2nd season). 
“Our divers are going to be 
tough again also.”

The coach says that it 
is too early in the season 
to spell out all the team’s 
goals, but that her athletes 
have set individual ones 
and they will be incorpo-
rated into a team concept as 

the practices continue.
“I hope to have a bet-

ter team record than we 
had last year,” says Tamm, 
who tabs Monticello as the 
toughest M8 Conference 
foe. “I see the talent we 

have and think it is abso-
lutely possible.”

Tamm says that a num-
ber of the girls have set the 
State Meet as a personal 
goal and if they earn that 
spot, it will be perhaps 

more meaningful than ever 
since there wasn’t a state-
wide competition a year 
ago due to COVID-19. She 
also points out that specta-
tors are being allowed this 
year at the meets so the 

team is looking forward to 
having some cheering com-
ing from the stands.

When it comes to 
events that the Bulldogs 
look toughest in, the coach 
quickly singles out her div-
ers.

“Our divers are going 
to be very good again this 
year, as they usually get us 
a good amount of points 
in the meets,” Tamm says.  
“We have four to five swim-
mers who can be moved 
around to different events 
depending on who the com-
petition is and will do very 
well. We have some depth 
now and that helps.”

Four Bulldogs have 
been named as captains for 
this year’s team in Meghan 
Swanson, Arleigh Pudlick, 
Delaney Varney and Sarah 
Woelfel. They will be 
counted on for their leader-
ship and to set an example 
in practices and meets.

Overall, Tamm has 
been impressed by the work 
ethic of the entire squad and 
the competitive attitude the 

girls have shown in early 
season practices. In fact, 
the coach sees many famil-
iar faces in the pool but she 
notices a different level of 
dedication.

“They are ready to do 
this – I think after last year 
and all of the changes we 
had to make, they came in 
this season with a different 
attitude,” Tamm says. “I 
think they are just happy 
that things seem to be ‘nor-
mal.’”

Returning letter win-
ners of the 2021 Bulldog 
swimming and diving 
team: Seniors- Nev Baune, 
Kadence Cox, Nadine 
Super, Sarah Woelfel; Ju-
niors- Avary Maunu, Ar-
leigh Pudlick, Tia Schaap, 
Sophie Studer, Meghan 
Swanson, Delaney Varney; 
Sophomores-Lucy Pink, 
Lauren Woelfel, Grace 
Wynia; Freshmen- Joey 
Cox, Grace Gifford, Bella 
Kuschel; 8th grade- Laila 
Cook, Karli Kirk.

THE BECKER BULLDOG SWIMMING AND DIVING TEAM returns a wealth of experience from last season and looks to com-
pete with confidence against their M8 foes. (Submitted photo.)

Bulldog swimmers will rely on experience

By Mark Kolbinger,
Contributing Writer

With the graduation of 
seven superb senior tennis 
players from a year ago, 
coach Nate Bucher will be 
relying on some younger 
athletes as the Bulldog girls 
tennis team looks to stay 
atop the Mississippi 8 Con-
ference.

“Our team has a lot of 
youth on it this year, so our 
strength will come from our 
adaptability and determina-
tion to improve everyday,” 
Bucher says. “Our main 
goal is to improve each day, 
through each individual 
stroke, not to focus on the 
outcomes, but on the im-
provement.”

Last season, Bucher’s 
team won the conference 
title before losing a close, 
COVID-affected match in 
the Section Semi-finals.This 
year, a conference title is not 
out of the question and if 
his young players show im-
provement all year, Bucher 
hopes for big things from his 
team.

“Chisago Lakes has 
a very strong team and it 
should be a battle with them, 
though it seems they are re-
turning a few more positions 
than we are,” Bucher says. 
“We will obviously com-
pete to try and be back to 
back conference champs and 
would love another shot at a 
State Tournament berth.”

While Bucher enters his 
eighth year as head coach 
with a young team overall, 
the cupboard certainly is not 
bare with six returning let-
ter winners in Jazlyn Toed-
ter (12), Maddie Moe (12), 
Faith Gott (12), Ayla Brown 

(11), Dani Nuest (11) and 
Julia Peterson (11). Toedter, 
Moe and Brown will serve 
as this year’s captains, while 
Bucher will have an expe-
rienced staff back to help 
him in sixth year coach Al-
yssa Stevens and fourth year 
coach Jen Anderson.

“Our captains have done 
a great job of stepping up to 
lead a young team and have 
continually encouraged and 
taught what it looks like to 
play Becker Tennis,” Bucher 
says. “As a coach, it’s one of 
the great pleasures of watch-
ing student athletes encour-
age and lead their peers.”

Bucher’s past teams 
have earned a reputation for 
being disciplined, athletic 

and battling for every point 
in their matches, and so far 
this year’s squad seems to be 
living up to that tradition.

“With our youth, we 
will be learning new insights 
in every match no matter 
what column the team ends 
up in,” Bucher says. “I think 
that is what will ready us to 
play our best come section 
tournament time.”

With the matches al-
ready starting this past week, 
both the coaches and players 
have been working hard to 
maximize their practice time 
in an effort to gain some 

early momentum in what 
turns out to be a relatively 
short season.

“Our practices have 
been really strong so far, 
and the girls are all willing 
to work hard,” Bucher says. 
“One of the main things is to 
teach the culture of our pro-
gram and also encourage the 
style of how we practice like 
we compete.”

In other words, if prac-
tice performance is a predic-
tor of success, the Bulldogs 
will once again be one of 
the top girls’ tennis teams in 
their class.

THE BECKER GIRLS TENNIS TEAM again looks like a contender for the top spot in the Mississippi 8 Conference, while 
both the players and coaches have an eye on post-season success. The Becker girls varsity tennis team kicked off the season 
with a trip to Fargo last week. Pictured: (Front) Kennedy Drehmel, Hannah Bartlett, Lily Anderson, Madison Bass, Maddie 
Moe, Ali Grosgreutz. Back: Lauren Croal, Jazlyn Toedter, Ayla Brown, Dani Nuest, Julia Peterson, Faith Gott, Hannah Hyttsten 
(Submitted photo.)

Bulldog tennis looking to reload

4. Report it to the BELIA so they can track the find-
ings from residents.

The Sherburne SWCD will be monitoring the public 
access and other areas of the lake for zebra mussels in the 
coming weeks as well.  Watercraft inspectors have been 
notified of this situation as well.

MUSSELS from page 1

By Penny Leuthard,
Contributing Writer

Area residents once 
again came together for 
an evening of music, 
food, and fun during 
Clearwater’s most re-
cent Music in the Park 
concert. 

The most recent 
concert has held at 
Clearwater’s Sports-
man’s Park, and fea-
tured music by Katblue 
and food and drinks 
from Taco Gringo. The 
event was sponsored by 
St. Cloud/Clearwater 
RV Park.

Clearwater has 
hosted Music in the Park 
concerts throughout the 

summer in the past, 
however they were dis-
continued several years 
ago. With interest in 
bringing back the event 
rising, the Clear Valley 
Business Connection 
(CVBC) group took 
over the details.

Music in the Park 
was revived as a way for 
local businesses to give 
back to the community 
as well as getting the 
community together 
outside. Any business 
that would like to host a 
future Music in the Park 
event is encouraged to 
contact Alyx Johnson 
at JohnsonMaterials@
Yahoo.com.

AREA RESIDENTS ONCE AGAIN CAME TOGETHER to enjoy Clearwa-
ter’s most recent Music in the Park concert last week. (Photo by Penny 
Leuthard.)
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By Mark Kolbinger,
Contributing Writer

As he enters his fourth 
season in charge of the pro-
gram, Becker boys’ soccer 
coach Nick Crowley says his 
team has experience in both 
facets of the game – offense 
and defense. He is hoping that 
is enough to lead to a success-
ful season for his team, which 
will once again be a bit short 
in the numbers department.

“We’ll have a lot of ex-
perience with almost all of 
our starters having two years 
of varsity experience,” Crow-
ley says. “We might have 

some offensive firepower 
this year in Micah Boyer and 
Chris Stich, and hopefully a 
solid backline featuring Kyle 
Vogl, Owen Kolbinger, and 
Hudson Romfo.”

Optimism abounds for 
Crowley and his squad, as 
they have been busy piling up 
the practices over the past two 
weeks in preparation for their 
back to back opening games, 
August 26 and 27.

“It’s always exciting to 
start a new season and this 
year is no different, especially 
after going through all of the 
COVID procedures and pol-
icies from last year and not 

having as many to enforce 
and follow this year,” Crow-
ley says. “It’s been nice to go 
back to something more like 
normal.”

Conditioning will be a 
key for his team, as the coach 
notes the smallish size of his 
roster.

“We have a really small 
squad, with only 18 guys at 
the high school level, when 
our normal numbers are 28 to 
30,” Crowley says. “It’ll be a 
tough and tiresome season for 
the guys.”

Crowley does have expe-
rience, as well as some new 
ideas via his coaching staff, as 
Damien Klug and Steve Borst 
both return and will be joined 
by Sarah Dvorak. 

“She will be volunteer 
coaching with all of the soc-
cer teams this year – she 
brings some college playing 
and coaching experience,” 
Crowley says.

The Bulldogs will rely on 
the leadership of their tri-cap-
tains to help the younger play-
ers navigate the rigors of a 
full varsity season and Owen 

Kolbinger, Micah Boyer and 
Brekken Klug are up to the 
task and ready to assist Crow-
ley in setting a positive tone.

“The guys are having 
fun and there’s improvement 
from last year – passes are 
crisp, shots are harder and 
more accurate,” Crowley 
says. “Some kids have even 
gotten taller and bigger. They 
all come with good energy to 
practice.”

The coach lists Monti-
cello and Princeton as two of 
the top teams in the M8 Con-
ference, while the addition of 

a third class to the MSHSL 
soccer structure should mean 
a bit more parity come play-
off time.

“Instead of having 19 
schools in our section, we 
will go down to eight – 
which aligns a lot more with 
other sports,” Crowley says.  
“Looking at who is in our 
section, it will be a lot more 
competitive, but there are 
more schools around our size 
– such as Zimmerman, Big 
Lake, and Rockford.”

Add it all together and 
Crowley thinks his team is 

ready to compete on any 
given night.

“Our record last season 
wasn’t great so we are look-
ing to improve on that and we 
are also looking to improve 
on our goal differential and 
not concede as many goals as 
we did last season,” says the 
coach. “And everyone wants 
to stay healthy, especially be-
cause of our numbers.”
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By Bill Morgan
Editor/Staff Writer
Reporter.Bill@PatriotNewsMN.com

The Becker Bulldog 
boys and girls cross coun-
try teams are gearing up for 
the 2021 season, just weeks 
ahead of heading to the class-
rooms.

Boys Cross Country
This year will be excit-

ing as the MSHSL has added 
a third class for some sports 
for the 2021 season and cross 
country is one of those sports!  
The three class system often 
treats Becker better based on 
their student population as 
they can compete well as a 
mid-sized school in the state.  

This season, Becker will 
also get the opportunity to 
host the Section 5AA Cham-
pionship meet at the Local 
9 of the Pebble Creek Golf 
Course.  

Head Coach Dustin 
Weege is grateful to the pub-
lic golf course for accom-
modating the school’s teams 
over the years.

“We are always so ap-
preciative of the relationship 
that we have been able to 
have with Pebble Creek over 
the years and we are grate-
ful that we will be able to 
host two meets on our home 
course in 2021,” said Weege. 

Becker’s first meet 
will be Tues., Oct. 5 for the 
Becker Invitational and then 
Thurs., Oct. 28 for the Section 
5AA Championship Meet.  

“We look forward to 
competing with the quality 

programs in the Mississippi 
8 Conference and with the 
Section 5AA teams (Becker, 
Big Lake, Foley, Milaca, 
Monticello, Princeton, Sauk 
Rapids-Rice, Spectrum, St. 
Cloud Tech, St. Francis, St.
Cloud Apollo, Zimmerman) 
and with other runners in the 
state,” he said.

This will be Weege’s 
12th season coaching at 
Becker and his assistant will 
be fifth year Coach Pat Drury.

“Drury is a fantastic asset 
for the Becker cross country 
team as he provides a great 
desire to invest in individuals 
in our community and speaks 
with wisdom,” said Weege.  

Drury had a school ca-
reer in Ohio with a strong 
coach that helped guide him 
in many ways.  His father was 
the head coach for his school 
and challenged him to com-
pete well while recognizing 
the bigger picture too.  

During meets, Coach 
Drury is helpful in tracking 
splits and providing cues and 
encouragement at pivotal 
points in the races.  During 
the practices, Drury is great as 
he runs and/or rides with the 
team during workouts to help 
monitor form and workload 
of student-athletes. 

“He is able to hold qual-
ity conversations with every 
student-athlete and demon-
strates to each that we all truly 
care about the challenges and 
successes in their lives,” said 
Weege.  “Patrick is good 
at analyzing situations and 
providing insights that make 

our system better; this is es-
pecially helpful as we talk 
and reflect on how the stu-
dent-athletes are respond-
ing to the training and as we 
work to help them reach their 
potential both in and beyond 
this sport.”

This season, Weege and 
Drury have 23 male runners 
on the team and are looking 
forward to seeing good com-
petition at all levels.  They 
have five returning varsity 
runners  in Tyson Ricker, 
Mason Becker, Jase Tobako, 
Ryan Boecker and Caleb 
Reckelberg.  

“We also have a good 
number of guys that will be 
competing well to make the 
transition from JV and mid-
dle school into the varsity & 
JV realms,” said Weege. “I’m 
excited to see what this group 
and accomplish.”

Without singling out any 
of his athletes, Weege says 
each and every member of his 
team is a valuable contributor 
to the team as they work to 
challenge each other in prac-
tices and in competitions.  

“Additionally, by the 
nature of the sport, each 
member of the team impacts 
the team scores, so having 
everyone run their best will 
be important as we compete 
this season,” he says.  “I 
am excited to see more and 
more leadership skills shine 
through a few of our veteran 
guys as well as looking to see 
other guys stepping into new 
roles.”

Weege says nutrition is 

vital for all student-athletes 
as they certainly burn a lot of 
calories throughout each day.  

“We frequently talk 
about what I call being ‘ap-
propriately fueled and hy-
drated’, says Weege .”Each 
week we spend some time 
talking about the need for pro-
teins to rebuild stressed mus-
cles as well as getting useful 
carbohydrates that burn in our 
energy systems.”

Weege says he and 
his coaches discuss cellu-
lar respiration and how the 
mitochondria work as the 
‘powerhouses’ of one’s cells 
to give them energy to keep 
them moving each step for-
ward.  

“Keeping our bodies 
well fueled is a key aspect to 
success,” he says.  “We also 
frequently talk about hydra-
tion and the importance of 
having our bodies properly 
‘lubricated’ for joint health 
as well as helping with many 
processes in the body.  Get-
ting several quality meals 
each day is important and we 
remind student-athletes that 
appropriate snacks between 
the school day and practice 
are also recommended.”

With football and soccer 
being other avenues students 
could choose to stay active, 
Weege is grateful he has such 
dedicated athletes willing to 
gain personal bests in a sport 
that is so challenging — not 
only physically but menatlly.

“Extracurriculars are 
great conduits for discussing 
realities of life as coaches/

advisors work to continue the 
preparation of tomorrow’s 
leaders,” Weege says.  “I 
love seeing student-athletes 
experience gains from their 
personal investments into 
themselves and into their 
teammates.  By investing 
well into self and others, we 
can get some fantastic returns 
on our investments which 
continue to help our world 
improve.”  

Weege says he appreci-
ates all the students who try 
out for activities and sports 
and will support fellow pro-
grams through individual and 
group investments.  

“We work to run the 
race of life set before us with 
endurance and seek to work 
through any barriers with 
clear minds,” he says.

Girls Cross Country 
The girls cross coun-

try team will once again be 
headed up by Coach Trisha 
Kealy. She is in her 17th year 
at the helm and will be as-
sisted by Callie Doucette.

Kealy and Doucette have 
24 girls signed up plus two 
managers.

As noted in the boys sec-
tion, the MSHSL has changed 
from two classes to three 
classes, which the coaches 
association has advocated for 
many years. 

“We were in the large 
school class, so we are ex-
cited for the change,” said 
Kealy. “This year we will be 
in class AA (the middle size 
class) and will compete in 
section 5AA.  Becker will be 

hosting the first section cham-
pionship meet for this class.”

Kealy’s captains this 
year are juniors Bella Dun-
combe, Kayla Gruenes and 
Regan Hausmann.  Plus, her 
top three runners from last 
year’s section meet are re-
turning in Lexi Rose, Tasha 
Berthiaume and Ella Mc-
Donald.

Kealy and her coaches 
have always focused their 
attention on keeping her 
athelethes well-conditioned 
and healthy and it all begins 
with a good diet and plenty of 
water.

“Diet and nutrition are 
very important,” she says.  
“We encourage the kids to 
stay away from refined sugar 
and eat a balanced diet.  We 
also emphasize hydration.”

With six other sport op-
tions on the palette for the fall 
season, sometimes it can be 
hard for student-athletes to 
choose where they fit and on 
what team or sport. Kealy and 
her team love having kids in 
their sport but encourage all 
students to find what is best 
for them and stick to it.

“We on the CC team 
are supportive of every sport 
offered at Becker,” she says.  
“Each one has something 
positive to offer our students. 
We prefer not to pit one sport 
against the other as we are all 
Becker Bulldogs!!”

Bulldog runners excited for new season
THE 2021 BECKER BULLDOG 

BOYS AND GIRLS CROSS COUNTRY 
TEAMS. Boys: Mason Becker, Tan-
ner Felton, Alexander Kinney, Evan 
Hubbard, Denlan Harmoning, Aiden 
Frommelt, Noah Bloch, Jonathan 
Drury, Weston Denne, Thomas Cota 
and Ryan Boecker. Girls: Paige 
Maunu, Bella Duncombe, Kayla Grue-
nes,Regan Hausmann, Brooklyn Karel, 
Raegan Leaders, Meghan Swanson, 
Olivia Babler, Tasha Berthiaume, Alea 
Briggs, Anna Kuklok, Myli Praught, 
Lexi Rose, macKenna Smith, Madeline 
Soderholm, Ella mcDonald, Natalie 
Trenz, mina Nelson, Katelyn Brower, 
Naiya Hanson, Raelee Lyon, Sophia 
Malisheski, Chloe Peterson, Kaylyn 
Rickard. Managers: Chloe Setrum and 
Abi Berning. (Submitted Photos)

Balance the key for Bulldog boys’ soccer

THE BULLDOG BOYS’ SOCCER TEAM is ready to take on their season and improve their stats. (Submitted photo.)
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By Bill Morgan
Editor/Staff Writer
Reporter.Bill@PatriotNewsMN.com

The Becker Bulldog 
football squad begins the 
2021 season with a home 
game this Friday night against 
Rocori.

It’ll be Head Coach 
Dwight Lundeen’s 52nd year 
as the only head coach of 
the varsity Bulldog football 
squad.

“I truly enjoy coaching 
football,” said Lundeen.

Assistants Sam Johnson 
and Tony Miller will not be 
returning for 2021 but Lun-
deen will still have Hokan 
Bengtson, Denny Hansen, 
Greg Veldman, Mike Lun-
deen, Todd Smith, Troy Rob-
inson, Paul Schmidt, Brent 
Scheideman, Curt Immer-
man, Jeff Zimmer and Greg 
Bockrath as his aides.

Sixty-four athletes in 
grades 10-12 will don the Co-
lumbia blue and white uni-
forms for the Bulldogs. Ryan 
Bengtson will be called upon 
for the second straight season 
to settle in at QB. He’ll have 
great support from a solid 
offensive line and superb ath-
letes in the scoring positions, 
including Carter Callahan, 
who Coach Lundeen says is a 
“great runner.”

On defense, Lundeen has 
two shutdown starting corner-
backs in Landon Goebel and 
Dailen Adu-Gyanfi.

Team captains are Carter 
Callahan, Ethan Anderson, 
Landen Goebel and Max 
Hubbard. Student managers 
are Troy Nuest and Grady 
Muellner. David Kimmer is 
the athleteic trainer and Ian 
Holm is the statistician.

“My purpose (as coach) 
is to help young men to grow 

up to be good husbands, fa-
thers, workers and commu-
nity members,” Lundeen said. 
“Football is a great classroom 
to teach all of these things.   I 
like to think that our football 
coaches don’t TELL the play-
ers what to do but TEACH 
them how to do it.”

Because of that, football 
in these neck of the woods is 
not just a “fall” sport but is 
run and taught year-round. 
Lundeen and his coaches hold 
summer camps and 7-on-7 
camps to encourge kids to 
go out for the sport Lundeen 
cherishes.

“We encourage as many 
students as possible to partici-
pate in sports,” Lundeen says 
of his camps. 

Football, as well as many 
physical sports, has kids of 
all sizes trying to find their 
niche on the field where they 
can play as many snaps as 
they can. Some of the kids 
are gifted at certain positions 
and need to watch their diet 
and nutrition to maintain or 
help them stay fast and agile. 
Others find their talents on the 
offensive and defensive lines 
where they need to add bulk 
and strength to support their 
position. Lundeen and his 
crew promote proper diet and 
nutrition and make sure their 
kids are always well-hydrated 
and healthy.

Lundeen is also grateful 
to two new businesses who 
see the importance of hydra-
tion and have supplied cou-
pons for nutrional drinks for 
members of the team.

The roster includes: Car-
ter Callahan, Eric Seavert, 
Mitchell Soltau, Julias Hen-
dricks, Zach Bengtson, Julius 
Nyakundi, Caden Hartkopf, 
Logan Eisele, Hayden 
Harmoning, Mason May-

field, Ethan Duncombe, Eli 
Scheideman, Grayson Kipka, 
Ryan Bengtson, Drew May, 
Sawyer Brown, Alexander 
Weiss, Joshua Robertson, 
Dailen Adu-Gyamfi, Kaleb 
Thuftedal, Nolan Muell-
ner, Ethan Anderson, Adam 
Jurek, Zakariah Nyakundi, 
Mason Rach, Isaiah Gardner, 
Landen Goebel, Joshua Rob-
inson, Harrison Kent, Kabir 
Bhakta, Grant Riedel, Jack 
Atwood, Sawyer anderson, 
Dylan weber, Cody Schmidt, 
Colton Miller, Ethan Orgon, 
Joseph Goth, Ian Burau, 
Joshua Miller, Mason Ne-
vala, Bryce Kuschel, Logan 
Dierkes, Cody Becker, Dylan 

Kolby, Aiden Holm, Tygen 
Salvevold, Maxwell Ol-
son-Burkman, Grant Studer, 
Maxwell Hubbard, Isaac 
Regel, Nabil Fisher, Reid Mc-
Calla, Cole Bergherr, Parker 
Meyer, Cayden Doering, Car-
ter Leither, Kyan Blomquist, 
Nicholas Berglund, Gavin 
Swanson and Titan Hoover.

The schedule is as fol-
lows: Home versus Rocori 
Aug. 27; home versus Del-
ano Sept. 10; at Chisago 
Lakes Sept. 17; home ver-
sus Hutchinson Sept. 24; at 
Big Lake Oct. 1; home ver-
sus Monticello Oct. 8; at St. 
Cloud Apollo Oct. 15 and at 
Willmar Oct. 20.

Bulldog football growling for start of 2021

HEAD FOOTBALL COACH DWIGHT LUNDEEN had his teams competing in a scrimmage last weekend at Delano against Tech High School and Coon Rapids High School. 
(Photo by Sara Waytashek)

By Bill Morgan
Editor/Staff Writer
Reporter.Bill@PatriotNewsMN.com

For the 2021 season of 
the Becker Bulldog girls 
soccer squad, Ben Strom 
returns as head coach and 
he recruited Isabelle Strom 
to be his assistant after 
Abby Rothstein stepped 
down from her duties on 
the pitch.

“Abby couldn’t make 
coaching work with her 
college schedule, and we 

are still looking for another 
coach to help out,” said 
Ben.

Strom has 41 high 
school girls in the program 
for this year’s season.

“We are lucky to have 
some great leaders in our 
four captains,” said Strom. 

Adeline Kent, Ken-
nedy Rusin, Riley Norberg, 
and Sarena St.Denis will 
help the Stroms make 2021 
a memorable season.. 

“They are fantastic se-
nior leaders that work hard 
on and off the field, lead by 
example, and create a cul-
ture that will help the pro-
gram for years to come.”

“Soccer is a great team 
sport that teaches hard 
work, discipline, and the 
value of putting a team 
before self,” said Ben. “I 
wouldn’t begin to know 
how to compare soccer to 
those other sports, I think 
everyone needs to pick the 
sport that is best for them.”

Strom is grateful he has 
almost four dozen girls to 
choose from to field a team. 

Becker finshed a dis-
apointing campaign in 

2020 with a 2-11-1 record 
and was 0-10-1 in the Mis-
sissippi 8 Conference. They 
finished the regular season 
with a tie against Prince-
ton, then shocked the world 
when they bounced Big 
Lake (3-0) and Heritage 
Christian Academy (4-1) 
before losing to Orono in 
the section final, 4-0.

This year, the team 
kicks off the seaosn on the 
road Aug. 26 against Will-
mar, then follow thqt up 
with a road match aginst 

Delano the next day. On 
Sept. 2, they travel to Little 
Falls before finally playing 
on home turf Sept. 7 against 
Hutchinson. Five more 
home matches continue 
through much of September 
when the Bulldogs host St. 
Francis, Spet. 9, Big Lake 
Sept. 14, Chisago Lakes 
Sept. 16, Watertown-Mayer 
Sept. 18 and North Branch 
Sept. 20.

The last half of the sea-
son sees the Bulldogs on 
the road for five out of the 
last seven matches includ-
ing a road match against 
Zimmerman Sept. 21, a 
road match against Cam-
bridge-Isanti Sept. 23, a 
road match against Mon-
ticello Sept. 27, a home 
match against St. Cloud 
Cathedral Sept. 28. another 
road match Sept. 30 against 
Princeton, a road match 
against Rockford Oct. 4 
and the fianl regular season 
match at home against St. 
Cloud Apollo.

Strom hopes for 
better start in 2021

BECKER’S SOCCER CAPTAINS ARE: (left to right) Sarena St.Denis, Riley Nor-
berg, Kennedy Rusin and Adeline Kent. (Submitted Photo)

Submitted article

(Editor’s Note: The 
following article was sub-
mitted by Wright County.)

Wright County Parks 
and Recreation Depart-
ment is in the process of 
developing a comprehen-
sive master plan for park 
facilities and recreation 
programs. The plan will 
evaluate current conditions 
of county parks, trails, and 
programs, and develop a 
plan for the long-term fu-
ture of the park operations, 
enhancements, develop-
ment, and recreational pro-
gramming. The county is 
interested in learning what 
county residents and visi-
tors think about the current 
system and what priorities 
they have for the future. 
The planning process is 
expected to be finished in 
December of 2021. 

The Wright County 
Parks and Recreation sys-
tem has an approximate 
value of $32 million, an 
asset that the county has 
developed over the past 42 
years. It includes 32 public 
recreation areas consist-
ing of 4,717 acres, three 
corridor trails totaling 12 
miles in length, an environ-
mental education facility, 
three campgrounds, picnic 
shelters, 70 miles of inte-
rior park trails including 
14.25 miles of mountain 
bike trails, and 20 miles of 
equine trails. In addition, 
we have fishing piers, com-
fort stations/restrooms, nu-
merous volleyball courts, 
disc golf courses, horseshoe 

pits, parking areas, roads, 
and various other park ame-
nities. 

The mission of Wright 
County Parks and Recre-
ation is: 

“To enable citizens 
and guests to recognize, 
enjoy, and appreciate the 
inherited natural and cul-
tural resources of Wright 
County through preser-
vation, enhancement, and 
programming of varied 
outdoor recreational oppor-
tunities and activities.”

There are several 
ways to provide input now 
through mid-August, 2021:

• Provide answers to 
an online survey, which 
should take about 10 min-
utes: www.SurveyMonkey.
com/r/wrightcountyphase1

• Provide comments 
on an interactive online 
map of the county: hkgi.
MySocialPinpoint.com/
wright-co-parks-plan#/

• Stop by the Wright 
County Parks and Recre-
ation Department booth at 
the Wright County Fair on 
Saturday, July 24, to talk 
with Parks and Recreation 
staff.

• Future input oppor-
tunities to comment on 
draft recommendations and 
priorities will be available 
in October or November 
2021. 

Stay up to date on the 
project’s process and fu-
ture input opportunities by 
checking the county’s web-
site www.co.Wright.mn.us/
parks.

Wright County 
Parks & Rec 

Seeking Input
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HANSON PAVING. Residen-
tial & commercial. Driveways, 
parking lots, asphalt, paving & 
asphalt patchwork. No job too 
small. Call for a free estimate 
320-259-7874 office. 3636 
Quail Rd., Sauk Rapids. We 
accept Visa & Mastercard. 
www.hansonpaving.com
________________________

Asphalt/Blacktop

OAK PARK
CREAMERY

See us at Oak Park 
Creamery for all your feed 
needs. We specialize in 
small batches of custom 
made feed. Hubbard, 
Heims, Purina & Oak Park 
brand feeds. Non medi-
cated beef creep feed, not 
harmful to horses running 
with your beef herd. Crys-
talyx tubs, protein & fly 
control blocks. 60 pound 
Stablyx with clarifly lick for 
your horses only $49.00. 
Check out our twine & net 
wrap, volume discounts 
available, 48” x 9840 - 
$200, 51” x 9840 - $205, 
64” x 9000 - $240. Bovi 
rubs, back rubber & pour 
on fly control, face fly dust 
refills, fly sprays. Fencing 
supplies, fencers- solar, 
battery & electric models. 
We have seed oats on 
hand- $8.30/bu. Alfalfa & 
hay seed available. Cal-
cium chloride for dust con-
trol. Check us out on our 
new Facebook page.

OAK PARK
CREAMERY

16623 Ironwood Rd NE
Oak Park, MN
320-968-7864

Farm Supplies

THE CLASSIC, EDGE & E, 
Outdoor Wood, Pellet & Corn 
by Central Boiler. Take Advan-
tage of The Rebates available 
now, Including Additional Dis-
counts and State Fair Specials 
Give us a call or see us at the 
fair. Class-Act Outdoor Fur-
nace 763-972-6255                              
CLASSACTFURNACE.COM
________________________

Outdoor Furnaces

TOTAL LAWN CARE, INC.
Locally owned & operated 
since 1985. Fertilization, core 
aeration, guaranteed control 
of: weeds, crabgrass, mos-
quitoes, ants/ticks/spiders, 
grubworms and Emerald Ash 
Borer. Experience the differ-
ence! 320-685-4131. 
www.lawntlc.info.                            
________________________

Lawn Care
Automobiles

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK 
TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. 
Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax Deduct-
ible, Free Towing, All Paperwork 
Taken Care Of. CALL 1-855-977-
7030 (MCN)

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHAR-
ITY. Receive maximum value of 
write off for your taxes. Running or 
not! All conditions accepted. Free 
pickup. Call for details. 855-752-
6680 (MCN)

Cable / Internet
Earthlink High Speed Internet. As 
Low As $49.95/month (for the first 3 
months.) Reliable High Speed Fiber 
Optic Technology. Stream Videos, 
Music and More! Call Earthlink 
Today 1-855-679-7096. (MCN)

High-Speed Internet. We instantly 
compare speed, pricing, availabil-
ity to find the best service for your 
needs. Starting at $39.99/month! 
Quickly compare offers from top pro-
viders. Call 1-855-399-9295 (MCN)

DISH Network. $64.99 for 190 
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet, 
$19.99/mo. (where available.) Switch 
& Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. 
FREE Voice Remote. FREE HD 
DVR. FREE Streaming on ALL De-
vices. Call today! 1-855-434-0020 
(MCN)

DIRECTV for $69.99/mo for 12 
months with CHOICE Package. 
Watch your favorite live sports, news 
& entertainment anywhere. One year 
of HBO Max FREE. Directv is #1 in 
Customer Satisfaction (JD Power & 
Assoc.) Call for more details! (some 
restrictions apply) Call 1-866-296-
1409 (MCN)

DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Chan-
nels + $14.95 High Speed Internet. 
Free Installation, Smart HD DVR 
Included, Free Voice Remote. Some 
restrictions apply. Promo Expires 
1/21/22. 1-844-316-8876. (MCN)

BEST SATELLITE TV with 2 Year 
Price Guarantee! $59.99/mo with 190 
channels and 3 months free premium 
movie channels! Free next day instal-
lation! Call 855-824-1258. (MCN)

Employment/Help Wanted
COMMERCIAL APPLICATORS. 
Competitive wage and benefits, meal 

allowance, paid lodging. Traveling 
position for railroad vegetation con-
trol, 60-80 hours/week. RAW (Coo-
perstown, ND). 888.700.0292 www.
rawapplicators.com, info@rawappli-
cators.com. (MCN)

Health & Medical
Portable Oxygen Concentrator 
May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mobil-
ity with the compact design and 
long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 844-716-
2411. (MCN)

Stroke and Cardiovascular disease 
are leading causes of death, accord-
ing to the American Heart Associa-
tion. Screenings can provide peace 
of mind or early detection! Contact 
Life Line Screening to schedule your 
screening. Special offer - 5 screen-
ings for just $149. Call 1-866-742-
7290 (MCN)

Income Opportunites
Become a published author! Pub-
lications sold at all major secular 
& specialty Christian bookstores. 
CALL Christian Faith Publishing for 
your FREE author submission kit. 
1-888-981-5761. (MCN)

Miscellaneous
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced de-
bris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 10% 
Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-855-577-1268. Promo Code 285. 
(MCN)

GENERAC Standby Generators 
provide backup power during utility 
power outages, so your home and 
family stay safe and comfortable. 
Prepare now. Free 7-year extended 
warranty ($695 value!). Request a 
free quote today! Call for additional 
terms and conditions. 1-877-228-
5789 (MCN)

Women’s and men’s discount shop-
ping club; sunglasses, bags, clothes, 
shoes, watches, jewelry.www.chris-
tinepettway.com 1-800-685-2550 
members@christ inepettway.com 
Join Now! (MCN)

Never Pay For Covered Home Re-
pairs Again! Complete Care Home 
Warranty COVERS ALL MAJOR 

SYSTEMS AND APPLIANCES. 30 
DAY RISK FREE. $200.00 OFF + 
2 FREE Months! 1-844-596-1237. 
Hours Mon-Thu, Sun : 9:30 am to 
8:00pm Fri : 9:30 am to 2:00 pm (all 
times Eastern). (MCN)

LONG DISTANCE MOVING: Call 
today for a FREE QUOTE from 
America’s Most Trusted Interstate 
Movers. Let us take the stress out of 
moving! Speak to a Relocation Spe-
cialist, call 877-327-0795. (MCN)

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. 
EASY, ONE DAY updates! We spe-
cialize in safe bathing. Grab bars, no 
slip flooring & seated showers. Call 
for a free in-home consultation: 855-
836-2250. (MCN)

Wesley Financial Group, LLC 
Timeshare Cancellation Experts. 
Over $50,000,000 in timeshare debt 
and fees cancelled in 2019. Get free 
informational package and learn how 
to get rid of your timeshare! Free 
consultations. Over 450 positive re-
views. Call 877-326-1608. (MCN)

The Generac PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery storage system. SAVE 
money, reduce your reliance on the 
grid, prepare for power outages and 
power your home. Full installation 
services available. $0 Down Financ-
ing Option. Request a FREE, no 
obligation, quote today. Call 1-877-
381-3059. (MCN)

ONLINE CHURCH SERVICES. 
Join us as we study end time. Proph-
ecy being fulfilled today. Visit 
SDRchurch.online (MCN)

NEED NEW FLOORING? Call 
Empire Today® to schedule a FREE 
in-home estimate on Carpeting & 
Flooring. Call Today! 844-785-0305 
(MCN)

UPDATE YOUR HOME with 
Beautiful New Blinds & Shades. 
FREE in-home estimates make it 
convenient to shop from home. Pro-
fessional installation. Top quality 
- Made in the USA. Call for free con-
sultation: 866-970-3073. Ask about 
our specials!(MCN)

FREE AUTO INSURANCE 
QUOTES for uninsured and insured 
drivers. Let us show you how much 
you can save! Call 855-995-2382 
(MCN

DESKTOPS AND LAPTOP 
REPAIR. On-site or drop off. 
Computer cleanup - upgrades. 
Big Lake, 763-263-7070.
________________________

Computers

Minnesota Newspaper Association Classifieds

MURPHY
CHEVROLET

New & Used Cars & Trucks
(320) 968-6239

www.murphychevrolet.com

Automotive

220 USED CARS to choose 
from. We also BUY used cars. 
Guaranteed Approval! Brandl 
Auto Connection, 559 Hwy 10, 
St. Cloud (next to the red barn 
Dairy Queen). 320-229-1900. 
Apply online at: 
www.BrandlAutoConnection.com
________________________

Used Cars

Young @ Heart

3rd Thurs. Each MonTh, 
11:30 Lunch and PrograM
rEjoicE LuThEran church 

cLEarwaTEr, Mn

Seniors

October 31, 2020

RRiivvee rr ssiiddee  SSaa ll oo nn
Wanda Woolhouse 

14975 River St., Becker
CUTS, PERMS

COLOR & STYLES
(763) 262-0008
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Wanda Woolhouse 
14975 River St., Becker

CUTS, PERMS 
COLOR & STYLES
(763) 262-0008
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Wanda Woolhouse 

14975 River St., Becker
CUTS, PERMS

COLOR & STYLES
(763) 262-0008

CUTS, PERMS 
COLOR & STYLES
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Wanda Woolhouse 
14975 River St., Becker

(763) 262-0008

Salon

HASSAN SAND & 
GRAVEL has a large se-
lection of decorative rock, 
pulverized & screened top-
soil, all types of driveway 
aggregates, wood & rubber 
mulch, landscape supplies, 
play/volleyball/mason sand, 
fieldstone boulders, steps & 
natural quarry stone, syn-
thetic turf products. M-F 
7am-4pm & Sat. 7am-noon, 
13530 Williamdale Rd., 
Rogers. 763-428-2393.
www.HassanSand.com

Clip this ad & save $20 
off your purchase of 

$100 or more!
Exp. 10/01/21

Landscaping Supplies

Wanted
WANTED MOTORCYCLES 

1960’s & 1970’s  
Classic Motorcycles.  

Street & Enduro Bikes. 
Call or text Vic @ 

763-600-1162.
Not running or no title is okay. 

Cash paid.

Library Hours:
Current

Mon 2-7pm
Tue 10am-5pm
Wed 10am-5pm

Thur 2-7pm
Fri 2-5pm

Sat 10am-1pm

Becker
Public Library

Library Hours:
Current

Mon 1-6pm
Tue 10am-2pm

Wed 1-7pm
Thur 2-6pm

Fri 10am-5pm
Sat 10am-1pm

Big Lake
Public Library

Library Hours:
Current 

Mon 1-4pm
Tue 10am-1pm/3-6pm

Wed 3-8pm
Thur 10am-1pm

Fri 3-6pm
Sat 10-1pm

Clearwater
Public Library

 

RSVP / The Volunteer Bridge
Adult Tutor with Metro North Adult Basic Education
Work either one-on-one or in small groups with adults working.  
Many adults are working towards obtaining their GED, Adult Di-
ploma, or learning new skills.  Offer support in the areas of reading, 
writing, math, science, or social studies.  Some adults are learning 
English as a second language, so assisting in language learning is 
common. 
Youth Volunteer at The Wave Youth Center
Assist in providing a safe and welcoming place that meets the needs 
of youth in the Big Lake community.  Volunteers work with youth 
to offer mentoring, assist youth, and help develop necessary skills 
for the youth to grow.  Volunteers are needed in the afternoon Mon-
day through Thursday.  Even the smallest act of kindness can send 
ripples throughout the whole community!   
Family and Resource Friend with Safe Families for Children
Be a friend to a single mother by going for walks, getting coffee, 
being a mentor to a parent, and assist in providing parenting skills 
and coaching.  Oftentimes parents deal with social isolation and sim-
ply need someone to talk and share with.  Could help with picking 
up/dropping off groceries for the parents, assist in lawn care for the 
family, or could prepare and provide a meal for the family. 

If you are interested in volunteering in these 
or other opportunities, please contact: 

RSVP Volunteer Program 
763-635-4505 

heather.brooks@ci.stcloud.mn.us 
SherburneUnitedWay.org/Volunteer

August - Sherburne County 
Health & Human Services - Classes are as follows:

First Steps Central MN Personal Nurses
Benton, Sherburne, Stearns and Wright County have a team of Per-
sonal Nurses who connect with families that are pregnant or recently 
had a baby. Our Nurses offer support and information to be the best 
parent you can be, have a safe, loving home for you and your baby, 
connect to resources in your community to get things needed for 
your baby, and find ways to continue your education and develop job 
skills. The program is at no cost to you. Call 763-276-0441 or visit 
www.firststepscentralmn.org for more information.
HIV testing
Free and confidential testing is available by appointment at: Sher-
burne County Health and Human Services, 13880 Business Center 
Drive, Elk River, MN 55330. Contact our HIV tester at 763-765-
4000.
Immunization/ Covid-19 Vaccine Tuesdays
Sherburne County Public Health is offering free Covid-19 Vaccine, 
and offering free or low cost immunizations for children 18 years of 
age or younger and uninsured or underinsured adults 19 years and 
older in Minnesota who meet eligibility guidelines on Tuesdays from 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m.  Call for an appointment or more information, 763-
765-4000 or 1-800-433-5239.
Outreach in St. Cloud
The Sherburne County Wellness bus will be in St. Cloud at Cash-
Wise (East) on the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of every month from 
9:30-3pm.  HHS staff will answer questions about public assistance 
programs and assist Sherburne County residents in applying for, or 
maintaining, benefits.  Need Help with Food, Child Care, Medical 
Assistance, Housing, Utility Disconnects, Evictions?  Come see us, 
no appointment necessary!
WIC (Women, Infants & Children): is for women who are preg-
nant, breastfeeding, recently had a baby, infants and children to their 
5th birthday.  WIC provides nutrition education, breastfeeding sup-
port, healthy foods and referrals to health services/community re-
sources. The service is free, and you or your children may be eligible.  
For more information, please call 763-765-4116 or 1-800-433-5239, 
or check out the website http://www.co.sherburne.mn.us/hhs/wic.php.  
The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits dis-
crimination in the administration of its programs. WIC is an equal 
opportunity provider.

   

 
 
  

 
   

Becker Area Senior Center (BASC) 
Upcoming Events

BASC at Becker Community Center (BCC) 
Mon., Aug. 30:  5am - Coffee’s on
  10am - Cribbage 
Tues., Aug. 31: 9am - Coffee, cards, visiting
  11:30am - Walk Around BCC (1 mile)
  1pm - Game Day - Players Choose
Wed., Sept. 1: Open All Day
  5am - Coffee’s on
  10:30-11:30am - Doug Ohman - in  
  person! “Journey Down the River” Part  
  3. Library/BASC event - Rm 109 BCC  
  possible with Art & Cultural Hertiage  
  Funds.
Thurs., Sept. 2: 9am - Coffee, cards & conversation
  11am - Create a card - Make & Take:  
  All Occasion Cards
Fri., Sept. 3: Open All Day
  5am - Coffee’s on
  

Becker Community Center: 763-200-4271
BASC Coordinator: Carol Brunn

Activity Coordinator: Pat Throlson
Blood Pressure available whenever BASC is open  

Send activity/class opportunities to: 
basc.becker@gmail.com

Garage Sales

Help Wanted

to install carpet, LVT & 
laminate. Please call Ray’s 

Carpet at 763-263-2058.

QUALIFIED 
INSTALLERS NEEDED

WANTED: IN-HOME CARE-
GIVER for my elderly husband 
in our Big Lake home. Must be 
able to help with physical ther-
apy. Training provided. Call 
(763) 355-2886.
________________________

 
Big Lake Senior 

Center
The Big Lake Senior Club 

meets Tues., 1-4pm, Big Lake 
City Hall, 160 Lake St. North. 

We would love to have you 
join us for card games, refresh-
ments  & conversation. 

Darlene (763) 263-7134 for 
information.

Labor Day Weekend
Garage Sale

Thursday-Monday
8am to 6pm

13289 Brenda Blvd, 
Becker

Tools; Collectibles: Star 
Wars, Star Trek, Disney; 
Jewelry; Magic Tricks; 

Cabinet Hardware; 
& Other Stuff!

Caregiver Wanted

Looking To Hire
Personal 

Care 
Companion
I am looking for a 

Personal Care 
Companion 

to help care for my 
elderly mother with 

dementia while I am at 
work. I work 

Tuesday - Thursday, 
no weekends. 

Located in 
South Haven.

Ask for Vicki,
Cell: (320) 248-3438

Home: (320) 236-2484
Leave a message

TO PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD 
Call 763-275-0275

                                     Week of August 29, 2021             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

MISCELLANEOUSWANTED TO BUY

EMPLOYMENT

MISCELLANEOUS
PAYING CASH FOR CHEVY CARS

Seeking 1965-1972 Chevrolet high 
performance cars, NOS parts collections, 
old dealership signage/memorabilia. 
Will pick up. Call or text 612/214-1866

CITY OF DEGRAFF 
seeking municipal Bar/Grill Manager. 
For details or to apply: DeGraff , Attn: 
Lacy, 405 5th Street South, DeGraff , 
MN 56271; or lacyjoyce717@gmail.com

FREON WANTED: 
We pay $$$ for cylinders and cans. R12 
R500 R11 R113 R114. Convenient. Cer-
ti ed Professionals. Call 312/291-9169
or visit: RefrigerantFinders.com

THE COVID CRISIS 
has cost us all something. Many have 
lost jobs and  nancial security. Have 
$10K In Debt? Credit Cards. Medi-
cal Bills. Car Loans. Call National 
Debt Relief! We can help! Get a FREE 
debt relief quote: Call 844/205-5439

DISH NETWORK $64.99 
for 190 Channels! Blazing fast inter-
net, $19.99/mo. (where available.) 
Switch & get a FREE $100 Visa gift 
card. FREE voice remote. FREE 
HD DVR. FREE streaming on ALL 
devices. Call today! 855/562-4309

DONATE YOUR CAR 
truck or boat to Heritage For The 
Blind. Free 3-day vacation, tax de-
ductible, free towing, all paper-
work taken care of 844/220-9501

AT&T WIRELESS 
Two great new off ers! Ask how to get 
the new iPhone 11 or Next Genera-
tion Samsung Galaxy S10e on us with 
AT&T’s Buy one, Give One off er. 
While supplies last! Call 855/332-0464 

THE GENERAC PWRCELL 
A solar plus battery storage system. 
Save money, reduce your reliance on 
the grid, prepare for power outages 
and power your home. Full installation 
services available. $0 Down  nanc-
ing option. Request a free, no obliga-
tion quote today. Call 888/913-5895
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Becker Area
Announcements

Becker American 
Legion Auxiliary

Meetings are held the second Tues. 
of every month at the Becker Legion 
Hall (Old Fire Hall), 7pm. Paula Hinds, 
President (763) 262-6679. 

Becker 
American Legion Post 193

Becker Legion meets the second 
Tues. of every month at 7pm at Becker 
Legion (old fire hall.)

Becker AA Meeting
Becker Group of Alcoholics 

Anonymous meets Thurs., 8pm at 
Mary of the Visitation, 12100 Sher-
burne Ave, Becker. For information, 
call/text (320) 247-4732 or email  
beckeraagroupmn@gmail.com

Becker All School Reunion
Thurs., Sept. 9, 2021, 11am, Pebble 

Creek golf Course. For more information 
call Audrey Orton (320) 743-2636.

Becker Boy Scout 
Pack 92 Cardboard, 
Paper & Aluminum

Bring your aluminum cans to the 
trailer located near Becker True Value. 
Paper & cardboard recycling location 
is at the Becker Community Center, 
please remember to flatten the card-
board & absolutely no garbage on the 
first Sat. of every month. There will be 
a Scout there to help unload between 
9am-12pm. Thanks for your support!

Becker Evangelical 
Ministries

Every Wed., 6-7:30pm at Becker 
Middle School. GYM 45 - growing 
young men. HIS KIDZ - K-3rd grade. 
G.I.R.L.S. GROUP - 4th & 5th grade 
girls. 

Becker Free Church (763) 261-
4125 or register online at WWW.BECK-
ERFREECHURCH.ORG (under Youth 
Connection click “Event Registration”).

Becker Food Shelf 
Open Tues., 9-11am & Thurs. 

4-6pm. The food shelf is  located 12060 
Sherburne Ave. in City Hall. (763) 261-
4612.

Becker Hearts & Hands 
Quilt Guild

Meet 2nd Mon. of month at 7pm. 
Becker Baptist Church. Contact Eliza-
beth Steckelberg (320) 259-9542.

Becker Lions Club
Meetings are held the second Mon. 

each month at 7pm at Becker City Park. 
Dale Seavert (320) 290-5342.

Becker Lions Collecting 
Items to Recycle

The Becker Lions are collecting used 
eyeglasses (no cases please) and hearing 
aids.  Collection buckets are located at 
the Becker Community Center, Insight 
Eye Care and Becker Food Pride.  We are 
no longer collecting used cell phones or 
printer cartridges.  If you have any ques-
tions please contact Lion Dale Seavert 
at (320) 290-5342 (phone or text) or by 
email at djseavert@gmail.com.

Becker Sons of the
American Legion

Squadron 193
Meets the third Tues. of each month 

at 7 pm at Becker Legion (old fire hall). 
Looking for new members. Commander 
John Fischbach (320) 249-0579.

Becker Beyond the 
Yellow Ribbon Meeting

The monthly meetings are held 6 pm 
the third Thurs. of the month at Becker 
City Hall. (320) 980-2752 or see the state 
website at www.beyondtheyellow ribbon.
org.

Dementia Support Group
The fourth Wed. of each month at 

10-11am, Room 19 at Becker Commu-
nity Center, 11500 Sherburne Ave. No 
cost to join. Tami Kolbinger at (612) 
590-2449 or email tjkolbinger@ gmail.
com.

 
Snake River Free Mission Church 

Upcoming Events
Hymn sings are held every other 

month on the second Sun. at 4:30pm. 
Check Snake River Church FaceBook 
page for updates. 5 mi. N of Hwy 10 
on CR 11, 1.5 mi. E n CR4 & then L on 
180th Ave (8940 180th Ave), Becker. 
Mary (612) 219-8648. 

Big Lake  Area
Announcements

3rd Annual MMBA Fundraiser
Benefiting the Big Lake Fire De-

partment. Saturday, Sept. 11 from 11am-
4pm at McPete’s Sports Bar in Big Lake. 
Food, bowling, mini golf, dunk tank, live 
music, bean bag tournament. Silent auc-
tion from 11am-3pm with all proceeds 
benefiting BLFD.

Big Lake American Legion  
Post #147

Meets the first Thurs. of the month @ 
7 pm. Community Room by the Big Lake 
Police Station, 790 Mnnesota Ave, Big 
Lake 55309. Please contact Commander 
Paul Seefeld (612) 801-7731. 

Big Lake OPEN 
AA Meetings

Mon., 7pm at the Church of Mary 
of the Visitation Catholic Church, Big 
Lake. Big Book Study, Handicap Ac-
cessible. Questions? Contact: Rob, (763) 
218-5328.

Big Lake Al-Anon
Meetings held Mon., 7pm at Mary 

of the Visitation Catholic Church - Big 
Lake Annex, “lawn chairs outdoors when 
weather permits.”

Newcomers encouraged - we are 
a very welcoming group! Laurie (763) 
218-5330.

The Big Lake American 
Legion Auxiliary 

Meets the first Tues. of each month 

at 6:30pm. in the Senior Citizen Center at 
Big Lake City Hall. Please contact Kathy 
at (763) 263-6093 for information.

Big Lake Beyond the 
Yellow Ribbon

The Big Lake Beyond the Yellow 
Ribbon meets at 6:30pm on the third 
Mon., of each month in the Community 
Room adjacent to the Big Lake Police 
Dept. & the Big Lake Library.

Big Lake Bicycle Advisory  
Committee

Meets second Tues. of each month 
at 11am. Meetings via Zoom due to 
COVID. Contact Recreation & Com-
munication Coordinator Corrie Scott 
at cscott@biglakemn.org or 612-297-
6331 for meeting links or questions on 
the Committee Website: https://www.
biglakemn.org/443/Big-Lake-Bicy-
cle-Advisory-Committee.

Big Lake Community 
Food Shelf

The Big Lake Community Food 
Shelf hours of service are Mon. & Thurs. 
5:30-7:30pm & Wed. 9-11am. We also 
serve clients every “Freebie Friday” from 
11:30am-12:30pm., providing produce, 
dairy, & bakery goods. Our new, “Pop-up 
Pantry”, from 11:30am-12:30pm every 
Tues.To volunteer call (763) 263-2432 
or www.blcfs.org.

 Big Lake Day of Prayer
Big Lake meets year round the first 

Wed. of the month, at 7am for a prayer 
breakfast at Big Lake High School flag-
pole.

The Big Lake Lions 
Looking for community minded peo-

ple to join our organization. If interested 
in getting involved with our organization, 
please contact any Lion member or send 
a note to P.O. Box 128, Big Lake, MN 
55309 or (763) 263-2218.

The Lions Club (LC) 
of Big Lake Lioness

The Lions Club [LC] of Big Lake Li-
oness is busy getting ready to resume our 
business meetings in Sept. Along with 
starting business again, we’ll be gather-
ing items for our Annual Garage Sale to 
be held on Sat.,  Sept. 18, Lions Park on 
Co. Rd. 5 in Big Lake. Sale will go from 
8am - 2pm with lots of items of interest. 
You’ll find gardening items, clothing, 
household items, tools, shoes, books & 
much more. So, mark your calendar & 
come early for the best items. 

Big Lake Narcotics
Anonymous Meetings

Big Lake Living Clean NA meeting 
Sun., 7pm, Bridgeview Assembly of God 
Church, 20500 Co. Rd. 11, Big Lake, 
MN, (763) 482-1695.

Big Lake Women of Today
Hold a monthly general meeting at 

Senior Activity Center located in the 
Big Lake City Office Building on the 
3rd Thurs. of the month @ 7pm. Contact 
Natalie @ (612) 518-3504 or find us at 
FaceBook or www.biglakewomenofto-
day.webs.com.

God’s Grub Community Meal
Second Sun. of every month, 4:30-

6:30 pm. Saron Lutheran, Big Lake, 
311 Lake Street South. Served curbside, 
ready to go.

Living with Parkinson’s  
Under The Age of 60

We meet the third Tuesday  
of each month from 6:30-8pm at Saron 
Lutheran Church, 311 Lake Street So., 
Big Lake, MN 55309.  

Any questions, please call Camille 
Johnson at (763) 350-7401.

Red Cross Bloodmobile
Sept. the Lioness will be hosting the 

Red Cross Bloodmobile at Mary of the 
Visitation Catholic Church in Big Lake 
from 12 - 6pm.  Everyday blood donors 
help patients of all ages: accident & burn 
victims, heart surgery & organ transplant 
patients, & those battling cancer. In fact, 
every two seconds, someone in the U.S. 
needs blood. One blood donation may 
help up to three lives. Those, who wish 
to donate much needed blood can do so 
at www.redcross.org. 

Clear Lake / 
Clearwater Area 
Announcements
Clear Lake Legion 

Meets the second Tues. of the month 
at Palmer Twp. Hall. The Legion will 
meet at 7pm. New members are always 
welcome. Bud Stimmler at (320) 761-
5793.

Clearwater AA/Al-Anon
Meeting is at 7pm, Sun. night at 

Clearwater United Methodist Church, 
405 Main St. Clearwater. (320) 310-1399 
AA or (320) 558-6613 for Al-Anon.

Clearwater AA Meeting
Mon. nights, 7pm at Rejoice Lu-

theran Church, 1155 CR 75, Clearwater. 
(612) 801-7317.

Clearwater Area 
Friends of the Library

Clearwater Area Friend of the Li-
brary are currently accepting donations 
of gently used books, DVDs & CDs 
for their used bookstore located in the 
Clearwater Library. Donations are tax 
deductible & can be dropped off at the 
Clearwater Library.

Textbooks, dictionaries, encyclope-
dias, outdated medical books, maazines, 
& moldy books cannot be accepted. All 
proceeds from the sale of used books are 
used to support the programs, services & 
equipment of the Clearwater Library.

Clearwater Legion
Clearwater Legion meetings are  

held the second Thurs. of the month. 
Auxiliary 6:30pm, S.A.L. at 7pm, Legion 
7:30pm. Clearwater Legion, Clearwater.

Clearwater/Clear Lake Food Shelf
Open Mon. 5:30-7pm, Tues. 9-11am 

& 6-8pm, Wed. 3-5pm & in the brown 
Lions Community Building beneath the 
water tower in Clearwater.  We service 
residents of Clearwater & Clear Lake.

Clearwater
Narcotics Anonymous 

 Meetings are at 7pm, Wed. night 
at Clearwater United Methodist Church, 
405 Main St. Clearwater. (612) 607-
4484.

Free Grace Recovery
Sun. 6-8pm at Clear Lake Town 

Hall, 7684 1st Ave. W. Clear Lake. A 
light meal will be served at 6pm. Every-
one is welcome. Justin or Renee at (612) 
384-9069.

Palmer Day 2021
Sat., Sept. 11. Food, beer garden, top 

30 car show 9am-3pm, parade at noon, 
live music 1-4pm & 7-11pm., horseshoe  
& bean bag tourney, raffle, kids games, 
bingo, 5k run & more.

Registration forms: for parade & 5k 
run at Brigg’s Lake Store, McDonald’s 
Meats, Kinitski’s or http://sites.google.
com/site/palmerday/. No coolers please.

Email Nancy Lorentz if interested  
in voluteering or more info @ nancy-
lorentz@gmail.com.

Young @ Heart
Starting in July the Community 

Young@Heart will meet on the third 
Thurs. of every month at Rejoice Lu-
theran Church, 1155 Co. Rd. 75, Clear-
water, MN. Join us: 10:30 to meet & 
greet old & new friends, 11:30 lunch 
(suggested donation), 12pm program.

We are looking for volunteers to 
share music or a program. Contact Linda 
(320) 295-1117 or email: agre5628@aol.
com. 

 Miscellaneous 
Organization

Announcements
Basement, Craft & Bake Sale
Thurs., ept. 16, 8am-7pm. Shop & 

stay for breakfast, lunch or dinner. Glen-
dorado Lutheran Church, 1100 186th 
Ave. NE. Rural Princeton. (763) 662-
2241. From Santiago, go E on Co. Rd. 3 
& N on 175h Ave. E. on Glendorado Rd.

Every Child Deserves a Family!
WE NEED YOU!

Sherburne County is recruiting Fos-
ter Homes! Family Foster Care offers a 
temporary home until children can be 
safetly reunited with their families or 
achieve permanency through kinship 
care or adoption. Foster Care is the 24-
hour care of a child in a home that meets 
the child’s basic need for food, shelter, 
clothing, medical & dental care, privacy, 
safety, & adult supervision.

Children enter Foster Care whose 
families are experiencing difficulties, 
have special medical, emotional, or de-
velopmental needs or who struggle with 
their own issues such as mental health, 
behavior, or truancy. Foster Care is the 
least restrictive out-of-home placement 
option & most likely a family setting.

Please contact: Chelsea Doherty 
(763) 765-4033 or chelsea.doherty@
co.sherburne.mn.us. 

FREE - Advocates for
 Independence

 First & third Wed. of the month 
2-4pm at Independent Lifestyles, 215 
North Benton Drive, Sauk Rapids. Make 
a difference in your community for peo-
ple w/disabilities. Michele Pelka (320) 
281-2042.  All abilities are welcome to 
attend.

FREE - The Saint Cloud Area 
Parkinson’s Disease 

(PD) Support Group invites you to 
“Coffee & Conversation” the last Wed. 
monthly at 10am at Edgewood Liv-
ing 677 Brianna Drive, Sartell. Meet-
ings are open to those diagnosed w/
PD, their families, caregivers, & the 
general public. Group provides sup-
port, education, & awareness about the  
disease. Bobbi (320) 281-3343.  

Mental Health 
Discussion Group

Meets Mon., 6-7pm at Independent 
Lifestyles, 215 N. Benton Dr., Sauk Rap-
ids. This is a free group, everyone is wel-
come. Ricky (320) 281-2025.

Parkinson’s Disease
Support Group

Meets third Mon. of the month, 
from 1-2:30pm at ILICIL Independent 
Lifestyles, 215 N. Benton Dr., Sauk 
Rapids. This free group provides sup-
port, education, & awareness about the 
disease. Independent Lifestyles at (320) 
529-9000.

Rivers of Hope
Advocates for ending family vio-

lence, is a non-profit community based 
agency offering advocacy, support, edu-
cation & referral services for victims of 
family violence. Working in partnerships 
w/schools, law enforcement, social ser-
vice agencies & the court system in Sher-
burne & Wright Co. (763) 295-3433 or 
1-800-439-2642 or info@riversofhope.
org. Free & confidential. Phones an-
swered 24/7.

Volunteer as a Foster  
Grandparent 

Local schools & organizations need 
caring adults like you! Orientation, train-
ing & ongoing support are provided. Pat 
Braun (612) 390-0617.

Wright County 
Community Action

You have been affected 
& are having or are anticipat-
ing having difficulity paying your  
mortgage, WCCA is here to help you 
navigate your options & keep your 
home. To speak with a homeownership 
advisor, call Wright County Commu-
nity Action at (320) 963-6500 ext. 238 
today. Services are unbiased, confiden-
tial & free of charge. 

Announcements

This Week’s Calendar Events:
Sun. - Aug. 29, 2021:
• United Nations: International Day Against  

Nuclear Tests
Mon. - Aug. 30, 2021:
• Turkey: Hellsepont Swim
• India: Krishna Janmashtami
• Moon Phase: Last Quarter
Tues. - Aug. 31, 2021:
• International Overdose Awareness Day
• Canada: Overdose Awareness Day
• Love Litigating Lawyers Day
Wed. - Sept. 1, 2021:
• Becker High School: Open House - 4:30-7pm
• Becker High School: New Families & 9th 

Grade Meeting - 5pm
• Big Lake Middle School & High School: 

Open House - 4:30pm
• Clearview PK-5: Welcome Conferences for 

Early Childhood, Elementary & Jr. Highs
• AKC Reponsible Dog Ownership Month
• Animal Pain Awareness Month
• Atrial Fibrillation Awareness Month
• Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder Month
• Baby Safety Month
• Backpack Safety America Month
• Be Kind to Editors & Writers Month
Thurs. - Sept. 2, 2021:
• V-J Day
• International Cabernet Day
Fri. - Sept. 3, 2021:
• Anniversary: New York Sun
• Washington State Fair: (9/3-9/26)
Sat. - Sept. 4, 2021:
• College Colors Day
• Newspaper Carrier Day

Game Time

WWW.PATRIOTNEWSMN.COM

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 8/29/2021 Central

Are you at risk  
for stroke or 

cardiovascular disease?
Screenings are easy, painless 

and non-invasive.

Call Life Line Screening at  
877-881-3319

Special Offer for Readers
5 screening package for $149

Upgrade Your Home with a

NEW METAL ROOF 
Guaranteed to Last a Lifetime!

Call today to schedule your 

FREE ESTIMATE
1-877-386-1058

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase required. Other restric-
tions may apply. This is an advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer terms and conditions may 
apply and the offer may not be available in your area. Offer expires December 31st 2021. If you call the number provided, you consent 
to being contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages by Erie or its affiliates and service providers using 
automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT CALL list or register. Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use 
on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved.

Made in 
the USA

LIMITED TIME OFFER

60%off
TAKE AN ADDITIONAL 

10% off

YOUR INSTALLATION

Install for Military, Health 
Workers and First Responders

+

Warranty- Limited Lifetime. 
Transferable to 1 subsequent 
owner from original purchaser. 
Terms and conditions apply. 
Hail up to 2.5”, Appearance 
of the surface coating beyond 

normal wear and tear. 
Limited time offer.
Expires 12.31.21

ANNOUNCE YOUR FREE EVENT!
Deadline is 

Wednesday by Noon
Email your event listing to 

legals.kathy@patriotnewsmn.com

Visit us online at 
www.patriotnewsmn.com



 Patriot, Saturday, August 28, 2021 • Page 3B

Obituaries

763-262-1454
Becker, MN

763-452-2500
Big Lake, MN

320-743-2204
Clear Lake, MN

FUNERAL HOME • CREMATION SERVICES

www.williamsdingmann.com

FAMILY FUNERAL HOMES

SPONSORED BY: SPONSORED BY:

8852 Cty Rd 23
Becker, MN 

Phone:
763.261.5656

Ralph du Monceaux, Owner
Free Loaners ~ Free Estimates 

~ Honest Work

763-261-5656
Ralph’s

Auto Body

763-262-4237

M-F
8AM-

4:30PM

Owner: Chad Schwintek
13050 1st Street Becker, MN 55308

• BECKER
Grace Lutheran Church (LCMS)
Pastor: David M. Johnson, 763-262-7782, 11185 27th Ave SE. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am, Sun. School 10:30am, Wed. J.U.M.P. 6pm.
Becker Baptist Church
Pastors: Nathan Bucher (Acting), Kevin Drehmel (Youth) & Amy Drehmel 
(Dir. Of Ministry), 763-261-4202, 11951 Hancock St. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship/Children 10:30am, Wed. Youth Group 6:30pm. www.beckerbaptist.
org. 
Becker Evangelical Free Church
Pastors: Patrick Drury (Senior), Chris Salvevold (Youth), 763-261-4125, 
Becker High School, Office: 11373 150th Ave SE. Services: Sun. Worship/
Teaching/Fellowship 10am.
Mary of the Visitation 
Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 12100 Sherburne Ave. Services: Sat. 
Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 9:30am.
Faith (Becker) Lutheran 
Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Yolanda Denson-Byers, 763-261-5751, 11755 Sherburne Ave. Ser-
vices: Sun. Worship 9:30 am, Sun. School 10am.
Oakwood Community 
Church Assemblies of God
Pastors: Gerry Bass & Sarah, 763-220-6004, 13140 1st St (SW Corner of 
Becker Furniture World). Services: Sun. Bible Study/Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Snake River Free Church
Pastor: Steve Johnston, 612-219-8648, 180th St SE. Services: Sun. Worship/
Sun. School 10:30am., Hymn Sing is second Sun. of every month.
Becker Christian Center & Abundant Grace Church
Pastor: Ken Hanson, 763-262-2177, 15455 59th St SE. Services: Sun. Praise 
& Worship 9:30am, Wed. Family Fellowship 7pm.

Beacon House of Prayer
Pastors: Brian & Linda Holmes, 763-263-3771, 12264 Pleasant Ave. Ser-
vices: Thurs. Worship 6:30pm.
Free Grace United
Pastor: Kevin Wilson, 763-245-0001, 14000 Clubhouse Ln. Services: Wed. 
Worship 6:30pm.

• BIG LAKE
Acts Seventh-Day Adventists Community Church
Pastor: Bill Nixon, 763-263-2287, 20455 187th Ave Nw. Services: Sat. 
Worship 9am, Sat. Sabbath School 10:15am.
Bethany Bible Church
763-263-2167, 511 Eagle Lake Road. Services: Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Bridgeview Assembly of God
Pastor: Steve Royalty, 763-263-6274, 20500 County Road 11. Services: 
Sun. Worship 10am, Wed. Service 6:30pm.
SVEA Hill Covenant Church
Pastor: Don Bellach, 763-263-6322, 16392 235th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Cornerstone Baptist Church
Pastor: Gordon Langdon, 763-263-7878, 15300 County Road 35. 
Hope Lutheran Church 
(ELCA) in Orrock
763-263-7990. www.hopeintherefuge.weebly.com.
IFLESIA AMOR VIVIENTE
Living Love Church
Pastores: Juan & Patricia Aguayo, 763-607-5403, 21 Lake St N. Services: 
Sat. 6pm.
Lord of Glory Lutheran Church
Pastor: Marty Mably, 763-263-3090, 15550 190th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
8am & 10am.
Mary of the Visitation 
Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 440 Lake St N. Services: Mass tempo-
rarily at Becker location, Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 9:30am.
Riverside Church
Online: www.myriversidechurch.com, 763-263-2410, 2014 County Road 

14. Services: Sun 8:45am, 10:30am & 12:05pm.
Saron Lutheran Church
Pastor: Kyle Sidlo, 763-263-2209, 311 Lake St. S. Services: Sun. Worship 
9:30am, indoors or livestream.

• SANTIAGO
South Santiago Lutheran 
Church ELCA
Pastor: Daryl Thul, 763-662-2048, 14675 37th St. Services: Sun. 9am 
drive-in Worship, Sanctuary Worship 10am.
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church E.L.S. & Princeton Evangelical School
Pastor: Timothy Zenda, 763-662-2570, 18977 17th St. Services: Sun. 
School/Bible Class 10:30am, Divine Worship 9am.
Glendorado Lutheran (ELCA)
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Shari Routh, 920-573-0193, 1100 186th Ave NE. Services: Sun 
Good Shepherd 9am, Sun. Glendorado 10:30am.
Gethsemane Church 
(ELCA) – Ronneby
Pastor: Barbara Peterson, 320-983-5002, 14478 78th St. NE. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Glendorado Evangelical 
Country Church
Pastor: Sam Alfano, 763-662-2244, 16999 Glendorado Road NE. Services: 
Sun. School 9:30am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• CLEAR LAKE
Living Waters Church
Pastor: Mark Stahl, 320-292-0250, 7830 Church St. Services: Sun. Worship 
10am, Wed. Bible Study 6:30pm.
Trinity Lutheran Church 
Missouri Synod
Pastor: Josh Reber, 320-743-2919, 8641 Main Ave. Services: Sun. Worship 
8:45am, Sun. School 9:45am.

St. Marcus Catholic Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-743-2481, 8701 Main Ave. Services: Sat. 
Confessions 4:15pm, Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. Jan-June 8am, July-Dec. 10am.

• DUELM
St. Lawrence Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-968-7502 or 320-743-2481, 10915 Duelm 
Road NE. Services: Sun Mass – Jan-June 10am, July-Dec. 8am.

• CLEARWATER
Clearwater United 
Methodist Church
Pastor: Alison Hendley, 320-558-2581, 405 Main St. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9:30am.
Freedom Bible Church
605 Lime St. (Old Clearwater Post Office). Services: Sun. Bible Study 
9:30am & 6pm, Sun. Worship 10:45am, Wed. Bible Study 7pm.
Rejoice Lutheran Church – ELCA
Pastor: Jim Bump, 320-558-6851, 1155 County Road 75. Services: Sun. 
Worship 9:30am.
Church of St. Luke
Father: Dennis Backer, 320-558-2124, 17545 Huber Ave NW. Services: 
Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8am & 10am, Weekday Mass Tues.-Fri. 8am/
Sat. 9am.
Tri-County Alliance Church
Pastor: David Fogal, 320-558-2750, 8464 160th St NW. Services: Sun. 
School 9am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• SILVER CREEK
Immanuel Lutheran Church
Pastor: Ken Tatkenhorst, 763-878-2820, 11390 Elliot Ave NW. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am
Silver Creek Community Church
Pastor: Zach Pryor, 320-963-3957, 4282 114th St NW. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9am, Sun. Fellowship 10am, Sun. School 10:30am. 
.

Kathy J. Nelson
(612) 219-8644

Becker Office: 12390 Sherburne Ave 
realtor.kathyjnelson@gmail.com

RYAN HUBBARD
763-263-8334 

RESIDENTIAL  • COMMERCIAL - AGRICULTURAL

6715 125th Ave - Clear Lake, MN
320.743.2387 • Cell: 320.290.9843

Scott & Tonia Ulsby

KEN GEROUX CONSTRUCTION
C O R P O R A T I O N

Integrity • Excellence
Uncompromising Customer Satisfaction

Lic. #BC002757
Big Lake • 763-263-6878

Order Online!

Becker Pizza Depot
The Area’s Best Pizza -- Ask Anyone!

14281 Bank Street, Becker • 763-262-2700
www.BeckerPizzaDepot.com • Facebook: Pizza Depot

Pizza, Wings & More

Becker 763-261-4200  |  Princeton 763-389-4099
Monticello 763-271-7177

www.sherburnestatebank.com

Your Hometown Bank

Sherburne
State Bank

Member 
FDIC

290 EAGLE LAKE RD. N. BIG LAKE
763-263-3262 • WWW.CORNEROAKSDENTAL.COM

FAMILY & COSMETIC DENTISTRY

DR. REED DILL & 
DR. PETER KUEFLER

16455 122nd St Becker MN 55308
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Age 86, of Becker. Passed 
away at his home with his lov-
ing family near on August 18, 
2021.

Vernell Charles Smith 
was born to Charles and Vio-
let Smith on August 12, 1935 
near Hewitt Minnesota. He 
grew up on a farm near Eagle 
Bend, Minnesota. He went 
his first 8 years to a one-room 
country school. He graduated 
from Eagle Bend High School 
in 1953. He attended Gail In-
stitute to learn to telegraph, 
bookkeeping, and train oper-
ating rules. Vern married Jea-
nette Eckel on November 15, 
1955 in Eagle Bend, Minne-
sota. He worked for the North-
ern Pacific railroad as a depot 
agent for 15 years. They had 
3 daughters Kay, Debra, and 
Lori. In 1961 Vern and Jea-
nette bought 80 acres to live on 
but in a few years they started 
farming. He and his wife Jea-
nette farmed in Becker, Min-

nesota for 33 years and retired 
in 1994. Vernell had many 
hobbies that he enjoyed. In re-
tirement he loved working on 
his computer. He loved having 
his family near and enjoyed 
visits with all.

He is survived by his wife 
Jeanette of 65 years; daughters 
Kay (Armin) Metze , Debra 
(Julian), Berthiaume and Lori 
Smith;  grandchildren Ryan 
(Hatti) Moeller, Jason (Jessica) 
Moeller, Jodi (Randy) Friedl, 
Kenny (Karilee) Berthiaume, 
Todd (Erin) Berthiaume, Tye 
Berthiaume, Shawn (Quaid) 
Berthiaume, Jillian (Philip) 
Symes, and Courtney (Todd) 
Smith;  great grandchildren 
Avery, Bailey, Jordan, Noah, 
Xavier, Natasha, Scarlett, Ju-
lian, Ruby, Mackenzie, Pey-
ton, Holden, and Parker; great 
great grandchildren Char-
lotte and Callum; sister Mary 
Petron (Eddie Miller).

He is preceded in death by 
his parents, Charles and Violet 
Smith.

Funeral service at 4:00PM 
on Saturday, August 28, 2021 
at Peterson-Grimsmo Chapel, 
250 E Broadway, Monticello, 
with visitation one hour prior 
to service.

Interment Becker Ceme-
tery in Becker, Minnesota.

Peterson-Grimsmo Chapel 
763-295-2918  www.peter-
son-grimsmochapel.com

Vernell “Vern” Smith, Age 86
Becker, MN

August 12, 1935 – August 18, 2021
M a r i l y n 

was bon July 
25,1927 to Jo-
seph and Ruth 
Bowman of 
Buffalo, MN. 
She graduated 
from Buffalo 
High School 
in 1945. She 
attended Min-
neapolis Busi-
ness College 
where she 
met Henning 
Johansen, whom she mar-
ried in 1966. She lived in the 
Buffalo area most of her life, 
moving to Clearwater after 
Henning’s death. She entered 
the Annandale Skilled Nurs-
ing Care Center in Jan. 2019. 
Marilyn died August 21 at the 
St. Cloud Hospital at the age 

of 94.
She was 

a life-long 
m e m b e r 
of Buffalo 
Presbyterian 
Church and a 
75-year mem-
ber of Galilee 
Chapter #53 
of the Order 
of the Eastern 
Star. She was 
preceded in 
death by her 

parents, brother Ernest (Dud) 
Bowman of Silver Bay, and 
husband, Henning. She is sur-
vived by sons Ralph Johansen 
(Kitty) and Ron Johansen of 
Clearwater.

Services will be held Sun-
day, August 29 at 2 PM at the 
Buffalo Presbyterian Church.

Marilyn Joan Johansen (nee Bowman), Age 94
Clearwater, MN (Formerly of Buffalo, MN) 

July 25, 1927-August 21, 2021
Joy Fahlan Nalikak passed 

away unexpectedly Sunday 
morning at home. Her passing 
was not a complete surprise 
though, since she had every 
rare health condition known 
to man. As she often said, if 
there was something unusual 
to be had she was going to get 
it, and that just made her “even 
more lucky”.

Joy was particularly 
skilled at making friends with 
weird strangers, amassing a 
collection of Longaberger 
baskets that nobody wants, 
hoarding a collection of plastic 
spoons simply because “they 
stir better”, and relentlessly 
bragging about her family 
to anyone who would listen, 
even though we are average (at 
best). She was also a self-pro-
claimed obituary critic.

Joy is preceded in death by 
her parents, Arnold and Dar-
lene Fahlan. She is survived 
by her husband, best friend, 
and partner in crime, Ronald 
Nalikak; daughters Andrea 
and Jessica (Kyle); Stepson 
Uriah (Lisa); grandchildren 
she absolutely adored; sisters 
Linda and Laurie; and brother 
Rick. She is also survived by 
two spoiled hairless cats.

Joy will be missed by all 
who knew her for her wicked 
sense of humor, quirky come-
backs, colorful vocabulary, 
and back seat driving. She had 
the warmest heart, the kind-
est words, the best hugs, and 
more wisdom than one life-
time could hold. Clearly, she 
was one of a kind… she was a 
pure JOY.

Due to COVID, a pub-
lic celebration of life will be 
planned for the future. In lieu 
of flowers, please send dona-
tions to Mayo Clinic Trans-
plant Center, any local food 
shelf, OR just simply try to be 
a better person each and every 
day.

Joy Fahlan Nalikak, Age 69
Andover, MN

September 15, 1951 - August 22, 2021
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Public Notices
Office of the Minnesota 

Secretary of State
Certificate of Assumed Name

Minnesota Statutes, 
Chapter 333

The filing of an assumed 
name does not provide a user with 
exclusive rights to that name. The 
filing is required for consumer 
protection in order to enable cus-
tomers to be able to identify the 
true owner of a business.
ASSUMED NAME: Tartsy
PRINCIPAL PLACE OF BUSI-
NESS: 531 Lakeshore Dr Big 
Lake MN 55309 USA
NAMEHOLDER(S):
Name: 
Illuminate Inc
Address: 
531 Lakeshore Dr Big Lake MN 
55309 USA

If you submit an attachment, 
it will be incorporated into this 
document. If the attachment con-
flicts with the information specif-
ically set forth in this document, 
this document supersedes the data 
referenced in the attachment.
By typing my name, I, the un-
dersigned, certify that I am sign-
ing this document as the person 
whose signature is required, or 
as agent of the person(s) whose 
signature would be required who 
has authorized me to sign this 
document on his/her behalf, or in 
both capacities. I further certify 
that I have completed all required 
fields, and that the information in 
this document is true and correct 
and in compliance with the appli-
cable chapter of Minnesota Stat-
utes. I understand that by signing 
this document I am subject to the 
penalties of perjury as set forth in 
Section 609.48 as if I had signed 
this document under oath.
SIGNED BY: Matthew W Tart
MAILING ADDRESS: None 
Provided
EMAIL FOR OFFICIAL NO-
TICES: mwtart@gmail.com
Work Item: 1246002200025
Original File Number: 
1246002200025
STATE OF MINNESOTA
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 
OF STATE
FILED
07/29/2021
11:59 PM
/s/ Steve Simon
Secretary of State
(Published in the Patriot: 
08/21/21; 08/28/21).
___________________________

STATE OF MINNESOTA
DISTRICT COURT

COUNTY OF SHERBURNE
TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
Court File No.: 71-PR-21-91
In Re: Estate of 
Viva Jean K. Jude,
Decedent.

NOTICE OF INFORMAL 
APPOINTMENT OF PER-
SONAL REPRESENTATIVE 
AND NOTICE TO CREDI-
TORS

Notice is given that an Appli-
cation for Informal Appointment 
of Personal Representative was 
filed with the Registrar. The Reg-
istrar accepted the application and 
appointed Judith A. Jude, whose 
address is 109 Chestnut Circle, 
Big Lake, MN 55309, to serve as 
the personal representative of the 
decedent’s estate.

Any heir or other interested 
person may be entitled to appoint-
ment as personal representative or 
may object to the appointment of 
the personal representative. Any 
objection to the appointment of 
the personal representative must 
be filed with the Court, and any 
properly filed objection will be 
heard by the Court after notice is 
provided to interested persons of 
the date of hearing on the objec-
tion.

Unless objections are filed, 
and unless the Court orders other-
wise, the personal representative 
has the full power to administer 
the estate, including, after thirty 
(30) days from the issuance of let-
ters of general administration, the 
power to sell, encumber, lease, or 
distribute any interest in real estate 
owned by the decedent.

Notice is further given that, 
subject to Minn. Stat. § 524.3-
801, all creditors having claims 
against the decedent’s estate are 
required to present the claims to 
the personal representative or to 
the Court within four (4) months 
after the date of this notice or the 
claims will be barred.
Dated: 07/30/2021
/s/ Patricia A. Kuka
Court Administrator
Attorney for Petitioner: 
Moriarty Law PLLC
William P. Moriarty, ID# 0399351 
14796 259th Ave. NW
Zimmerman, MN 55398
(763) 221-3967
bill@moriartylawmn.com
(Published in the Patriot: 
08/21/21; 08/28/21).
___________________________

Probates

Assumed Names

Hesitant 
about the 
Covid vaccine?

THE FACTS ARE REAL.

Talk to your doctor.

96% of practicing physicians are  
vaccinated, trusting the vaccines for 
themselves and their own families.

Schedule your Covid vaccine: 
VaccineConnector.mn.gov 

THE IMPACTS ARE REAL.

Sherburne County Public Notices

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
CP 71-681-021     CR 81 AT 206th Street-Surcharge

SHERBURNE COUNTY, MINNESOTA
NOTICE is hereby given that SEALED Bid Proposal Packages 

will be received by the Sherburne County Engineer at the office of 
the undersigned until 1:00 PM on Wednesday, September 8, 2021 
for the following project:
The Major Quantities of Work are:
CLEARING                                
ACRE 1
GEOTEXTILE FGABRIC TYPE 5                                   
SY 8,250
SELECT GRANULAR BORROW (LV)                                   
CY 33,500 

Receipt of Bid Proposal: Bids will be received at the Public 
Works Office, located at the Sherburne County Government Center, 
13880 Business Center Drive Suite 100, Elk River MN 55330 until 
1:00 PM, Wednesday, September 8, 2021.

Bid Opening: Proposals will be opened by the County Engi-
neer after the hour set for receiving bids at the Sherburne County 
Government Center. The bid opening is open to the public and will 
be held in the Maple Room A conference room at the Sherburne 
County Government Center; 13880 Business Center Drive, Elk 
River MN 55330. As a courtesy to our bidders, the bid opening may 
be attended via online through WebEx. Information for accessing 
the bid opening via WebEx will be provided in the bid proposal 
package.

Plans & specifications may be examined at the office of the 
Sherburne County Highway Engineer, 13880 Business Center Drive 
Suite 100, Elk River MN 55330, or at http://www.co.sherburne.
mn.us/publicwor1cs/index.php & follow the Construction Projects 
& Bids (eGram) link. A user ID & password is required to download 
the Plans & Specifications. Contact Public Works at 763-765-3300 
to obtain.

The cost to download the Plans & Specifications is free.
The cost to obtain a hard copy of the Plans & Specifications 

is $50.00 with an additional $10.00 mailing fee.
TO SUBMIT A BID-A Bid Proposal Package shall be pur-
chased. The cost to obtain the Bid Proposal Package Is $10.00. 
Requests are made to the Sherburne County Engineer, 13880 Busi-
ness Center Drive Suite 100, Elk River MN 55330. Failure to pur-
chase bid proposal package from Sherburne County ls a basis for 
rejection of the bid.

Requests must be accompanied by check, draft, or money 
order, payable to the Sherburne County Public Works. Bids must be 
accompanied by a Certified Check or Bidder’s Bond made pay-
able to the Sherburne County Treasurer as a proposal guarantee for 
at least 5% of the amount of the bid.

No bidder may withdraw their bid (which shall include the Cer-
tified Check or Bidder’s Bond) within 15 days after the scheduled 
closing for the receipt of bids.

The County Board will consider award of the contract at the 
September 21, 2021, County Board Meeting contingent upon 
County Engineer & County Attorney review. It is the County’s in-
tent to begin construction the first part October 2021.

The County Board reserves the right to reject any or all bids & 
waive informalities. Dated at Elk River Minnesota, this 10th day 
of August 2021.
Signed: /s/ Bruce Messelt, Sherburne County, Minnesota

PUBLIC NOTICE
Sherburne County has designated its official website as http://www.
co.sherburne.mn.us/publicworks/index.php. Official publication of 
bids, requests for Information, and requests for proposals will be 
done on the official website as an alternative means to disseminate 
solicitations of transportation construction and maintenance proj-
ects.
(Published in the Patriot: 08/14/21; 08/21/21; 08/28/21).

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
The Sherburne County Board of Commissioners will conduct a 

public hearing, according to M.S. 340A.405, subd (d), at 9:00 a.m. 
or as soon as can be heard thereafter, on September 7, 2021 during 
the regular County Board Meeting at the Government Center, 13880 
Business Center Dr. NW, Elk River, Minnesota 55330.  The purpose 
of the hearing is to consider ON-Sale Liquor License application for 
Kinitski’s Bar and Grill. Due to change in new ownership.

Kinitski’s Bar and Grill, 4181 105th Ave, Clear Lake, 
Minnesota 55319

The hearing is open to you and any interested person at which 
time you may appear if you so desire, either in person or by agent or 
attorney, in opposition to or support of the request.
Dated at Elk River, Minnesota this 17th day of August 2021.
Diane Arnold
Sherburne County Auditor/Treasurer
(Published in the Patriot: 08/21/21; 08/28/21).

Township Public Notices

TO PLACE 
A PUBLIC 
NOTICE - 
Call The
Patriot 

763-275-0275

Planning & Zoning
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The Sherburne County Board of Adjustment will meet at 6:00 
P.M. September 9, 2021 at the Sherburne County Government Cen-
ter, 13880 Business Center Drive, Elk River, Minnesota to consider 
the following applications. A hearing will not begin before the time 
set. 

CURTIS & JANET PROEHL: (Property Owner: Carefree 
Country Club) Requesting a 25’ variance in setback from the OHWL 
of Fredrickson Slough for a deck & steps on front on Lot - #750. 
Required setback from the OHWL is 150’. Address: 12311 185th 
Ave SE, Big Lake, Mn Legal: S ½ of NE ¼ ; SE ¼ of NW ¼ . . . (full 
legal on file) Sec 36, Twp 34, Rge 28 328.85 Acres Becker Town-
ship – Zoned by Becker Township and within the Forested River 
District of Snake River and Natural Environment Lakeshore District 
of Fredrickson Slough. 

MIES PROPERTIES, LLC: Requesting a 5’ variance in set-
back from the centerline of 32nd St SE for an addition on existing 
building. Required setback from the centerline is 130’. Address: 
3653 32nd St SE, St Cloud, Mn Legal: That pt of NW ¼ of SW ¼ 
which lies . . . (full legal on file) Sec 16, Twp 35, Rge 30 8.96 Acres 
Haven Township Commercial District. 

The above hearings are open to you and any interested person, in 
opposition to or support of the request. The hearing of this request is 
not limited to those receiving copies of this notice, and if you know 
of any neighbor or affected property owner who for any reason has 
not re-ceived a copy, it would be appreciated if you would inform 
them of this hearing.
(Published in the Patriot: 08/28/21).

TOWN OF BECKER
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given that the Becker Town Board will hold 
a special meeting at 6:30 p.m. on Monday, September 13, 2021 at 
Becker Town Hall, 12165 Hancock Street. 

Public hearing for Gary “Shooter” Frederickson – Applicant 
and Owner.  A Comprehensive Plan Land Use Map Amendment to 
allow 4 parcels at the east end of River Street located in Section 5, 
Township 33N, Range 28W, to be reclassified from Agriculture to 
General Rural.

Anyone interested in these requests is encouraged to attend and 
comment at the Public Hearing.  If you wish to attend via Zoom, 
contact the clerk for details.  If you have questions regarding the 
requests please contact the clerk at Becker Township Hall, 12165 
Hancock Street, Becker, MN, 763-261-5301.  If you are unable to 
attend please provide written comment to Lucinda Messman at P.O. 
Box 248, Becker, MN  55308 or by email to lucinda@beckertown-
ship.org by 4:00 p.m., September 13, 2021.  
Lucinda Messman
Clerk, Becker Township
(Published in the Patriot: 08/28/21).

Town of Becker
BECKER JOINT 

PLANNING BOARD
NOTICE OF PUBLIC 

HEARING
Notice is hereby given 

that the Becker Joint Plan-
ning Board will hold a spe-
cial meeting at 8:00 p.m. on 
Monday, September 13, 2021 
at Becker Town Hall, 12165 
Hancock Street. 

Public hearing for Gary 
“Shooter” Frederickson – 
Applicant and Owner.  A 
Comprehensive Plan Land 
Use Map Amendment to 
allow 4 parcels at the east end 
of River Street located in Sec-
tion 5, Township 33N, Range 
28W, to be reclassified from 
Agriculture to General Rural 
and Rezoning application.

Anyone interested in 
these requests is encouraged 
to attend and comment at the 
Public Hearing.  If you wish 
to attend via Zoom, contact 
the clerk for details.  If you 
have questions regarding the 
requests please contact the 
clerk at Becker Township 
Hall, 12165 Hancock Street, 
Becker, MN, 763-261-5301.  
If you are unable to attend 
please provide written com-
ment to Lucinda Messman 
at P.O. Box 248, Becker, 
MN  55308 or by email to 
lucinda@beckertownship.org 
by 4:00 p.m., September 13, 
2021.  
Lucinda Messman
Clerk, Becker Township
(Published in the Patriot: 
08/28/21).
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www.patriotnewsmn.com

CITY OF CLEARWATER
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING FOR

AN EASEMENT VACATION FOR 
CLEARWATER ESTATES 9TH ADDITION

Notice is hereby given that the Clearwater City Council will 
hold a public hearing on September 13, 2021 at 7:00 PM or as soon 
thereafter as possible, to consider a request by Mike Gohman. The 
request is for an easement vacation to vacate an existing drainage 
and utility easement in Clearwater Estates to allow a new ease-
ment to be dedicated with the Clearwater Estates 9th Addition 
plat. (PIDs 104019000090, 104022000012, 104022000011 and 
1040190000052) 

Legal description available at City Hall upon request.

 

All persons wishing to speak on this item will be heard. Com-
ments may be submitted in writing prior to the meeting. 
Dated: August 25, 2021
/s/ Annita Smythe, City Administrator
(Published in the Patriot: 08/28/21).

City Public Notices

TOWN OF BECKER
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given that the Becker Township Planning Com-
mission will hold their monthly meeting at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, 
September 13, 2021, at Becker Town Hall, 12165 Hancock Street. 
The Planning Commission will meet to consider the following appli-
cation(s) and other planning and zoning related topics.  Beginning at 
approximately 7:01 p.m. and following:

Public hearing for G & M Outdoor Services, LLC & G&M 
Outdoor Holdings, LLC – Applicants and Ace & R LLC – Owner.  
The owner and applicant have submitted a Rezoning Application and 
are requesting to rezone the parcel located at 15794 County Road 50, 
Big Lake, MN from General Rural to Commercial.  

Public hearing for G & M Outdoor Services, LLC & G&M 
Outdoor Holdings, LLC – Applicants and Ace & R LLC – 
Owner.  The owner and applicant have submitted a Conditional Use 
Permit Application to establish a retail landscape and indoor small 
equipment sales business with warehouse space on the parcel located 
at 15794 County Road 50, Big Lake, MN.

Public Hearing for Kenneth Montague – Applicant and Safe, 
LLC – Owner.  The owner and applicant have submitted a Condi-
tional Use Permit Application to establish a smoothie and sandwich 
shop, in a portion of the building located at 16484 149th Street SE, 
Big Lake, MN.  

Public hearing for Gary “Shooter” Frederickson – Applicant 
and Owner.  A Comprehensive Plan Land Use Map Amendment to 
allow 4 parcels at the east end of River Street located in Section 5, 
Township 33N, Range 28W, to be reclassified from Agriculture to 
General Rural.

Public hearing for Gary “Shooter” Frederickson – Applicant 
and Owner.  A Rezoning Application to rezone the property located 
in Section 5, Township 33N, Range 28W, and identified as parcel 05-
005-2100 to be rezoned from the Agricultural District to the General 
Rural District.

Public hearing for Becker Joint Planning Board Ordinance 
Amendments as follows:  Amending the Definitions and other ad-
ministrative sections to define Outlot within the Zoning and Subdi-
vision Ordinance. 

Anyone interested in these requests is encouraged to attend and 
comment at the Public Hearing.  If you wish to attend via Zoom, 
contact the clerk for details.  If you have questions regarding the 
requests please contact the clerk at Becker Township Hall, 12165 
Hancock Street, Becker, MN, 763-261-5301.  If you are unable to 
attend, please provide written comment to Lucinda Messman at P.O. 
Box 248, Becker, MN  55308 or by email to lucinda@beckertown-
ship.org by 4:00 p.m., September 13, 2021.  
Lucinda Messman
Clerk, Becker Township
(Published in the Patriot: 08/28/21).
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