
HOME 
LOANS
FASTER 
CHEAPER  

AN
D

L ibertyapply.com 

NMLS  I.D. #411232

www.patriotnews.com
 Serving Becker, Big Lake, Clear Lake, Clearwater & surrounding communities • P.O. Box 458 (14054 Bank Street), Becker, MN 55308 • 763-275-0275 • www.patriotnewsmn.com • production@patriotnewsmn.com

• VOL. 1 • NO. 1 - FRI., JULY 3, 2020www.patriotnews.com

UPCOMING
Becker’s Famer’s Market
Next week, be sure to check out our 

story on how the Becker Farmer’s Mar-
ket is growing in 2020.  The Market is 
open on Fridays from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m.

Touching Editorial by 
Monica Parrish

Contributing Writer Monica Parrish 
shares a deeply personal story next 

week, asking the question, 
“Why are we here?”

See how she found the answer to that 
question from 30 years ago.

Summer Fun
Writer Penny Leuthard will have a 

story next week on a disc golf course in 
the Clear Lake/Clearwater area. Be sure 

to check back after the fourth!

WATERING RE-
STRICTIONS for Becker 
are being enforced due to 
the dry conditions. See our 
story on page 10 for the 
city regulations. (Submitted 
Photo).

NEWS & 
ADVERTISING 

DEADLINES
News Deadlines

With the newspaper wrap up 
occurring Wednesday evening, 

all news items submitted to run that 
Saturday must reach our office by 
Wednesday morning by 11 a.m.

Sports Deadlines
Coaches and assistants are 

expected to contact our sports writers 
by Wednesday morning, 

11 a.m. at the latest to have their 
information included in that week’s 

publication.

Classifieds Deadlines
Information for classifieds need to be 

submitted to our staff by noon 
Wednesday to be included in that 
week’s publication of the Patriot.

CONTACT US
Legals/Classifieds

Call 763-275-0275
or email Kathy at 

legals@patriotnewsmn.com

Sports Stories
Call 763-275-0275 

or email Bill at 
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

Advertising
Call 763-275-0275 

or email Mary or Carol at 
sales.carol@patriotnewsmn.com

Website
Check out each week’s 
content at our website: 

www.patriotnewsmn.com

Letters To The Editor
Call 763-275-0275 
or email Kathy at 

legals@patriotnewsmn.com

763-275-0275

INSIDE
Becker News

Baseball for adults is back for the sum-
mer. The Bandits, Buzzards and Lakers 

have been playing games since early 
June. For the youngsters, registration 
for the late summer baseball season is 

currently open!
See stories on page 12.

Big Lake News
Big Lake’s Farmer’s Market is bustling 
with activity! And Mother Nature has 

been very cooperative! 
See story on front page and look for a 
story on Becker’s Farmer’s Market in 

next week’s issue of the Patriot.

Clearwater/
Clear Lake News

Residents along Nixon Lake near 
Clearwater have been dealing with a 
massive bog that has parked itself on 

the lake’s boat landing and beach.
See photo on page 1 and 

Penny Leuthard’s story in 
next week’s Patriot.

www.patriotnews.com
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AN EXCAVATOR TAKES A CHOMP out of a piece of the bog that floated into Nixon Lake’s boat landing and beach near Clearwater on Tuesday. See 
complete story and more photos in next week’s Patriot. (Photo by Penny Leuthard)

By Bill Morgan, 
Staff Writer

Welcome, readers, to 
the first edition of the Pa-
triot.

For some, it will be 
a continuation of what 
they’ve been receiving for 
over 26 years in the Citizen 
and the Citizen-Tribune. 

For others, it will be a re-
turn to some communities 
wanting to get community 

news back in their hands. 
The Patriot will have a 
fresh look, fresh goals and 

a fresh outlook.
Each week, these pages 

will be filled with accurate, 
honest and complete 
news coverage for 
the communities sur-
rounding Clearwater, 
Clear Lake, Becker 
and Big Lake. Our 
writers will bring 
you entertaining and 
compelling features 

about you and your neigh-
bors; photo galleries of 
local events; and a compre-
hensive sports section ded-
icated to local athletics and 
school activities.

Each week, the Pa-
triot will be distributed in 
neighborhoods via the U.S. 
mail and are expected  to be 

Welcome to your new hometown newspaper, PATRIOT

Central Minnesota

PATRIOT

By Bill Morgan, 
Staff Writer

Big Lake’s Farmer’s 
Market is open weekly on 
Wednesdays from 3 p.m. to 
7 p.m. in the parking lot at 
Lakeside Park. The market 
features many vendors who 
set up tents on a weekly 
basis and some vendors 
who come off and on.

Big Lake Recreation 
and Communication Co-
ordinator Corrie Scott 
has been pleased with the 
weekly event that first com-
menced June 3.

“We’ve typically seen 
20-25 booths each week 
including the food booths,” 
Scott said. “The weather 
has been pretty good so far 
for the season.”

Scott recruits talented 
musicians to provide enter-
tainment during the event 
and last week’s featured 
artist was Minneapolis’ 
Ira Hayes, a guitarist who 
plays cover songs and some 
originals. His voice is eerily 
similar to Neil Young and 
Wednesday he brought his 
girlfriend, Amera Abdel-
rehem, who provided har-
mony, backup and played 
percussion. Their style is 
described as Americana 
Rock.

Clara Sandberg of 
Maple Grove had a booth 
that featured vegetables, 
plants and flowers. Noah 

Archuleta of Big Lake had 
his wood carvings and signs 
on display under a canopy 
in the hot sun.

Along the south side of 
the parking lot was a mini 
donut booth and a lemon-
ade stand. There was also 
a food truck called Gouda 
Food that had food items 
created with gouda cheese.

Oak Park Farm had 
bins of produce along with 
a farm called Compost Guy. 
LV Garden had vegetables 
and produce and Grace’s 
Goodies had a table full of 
breads, pies and cookies.

Bright Haven Farm 

was selling plants and flow-
ers and Lisa Hauer of St. 
Cloud at Succulent Queen 
had thickened, fleshy, and 
engorged plants planted in 
hand-crafted pots.

Hennums had home-
made salsa and Svihel 
Farms had a plethora of 
items including vegetables, 
berries and honey. Matt’s 
Mushrooms and More of 
Monticello had fresh, qual-
ity wild mushrooms and 
syrup.

Workers at the String 
& Things booth had unique 

CLARA SANDBERG of Maple Grove checked out 
some wood cutouts from Noah Archuleta of Big Lake (L) at 
a recent Big Lake Farmer’s Market event. (Photos by Bill 
Morgan).

Farmers, crafters, fun and food all a 
part of Big Lake Farmer’s Market

MARKET to page 8

PATRIOT to page 10

Submitted Article

Over the past sev-
eral months, a dedicated 
group of individuals from 
Big Lake have worked 
collaboratively with the 
mutual goal of bringing 
several events together 
for a Freedom Festival 
at Lakeside Park July 2. 
Through the planning 
process, all involved were 
aware that the event may 
be altered or cancelled 
due to COVID19. 

In the interest of 
following the executive 
orders issued by Gov. 
Tim Walz, and with the 
safety or the residents 
and guest’s forefront, the 
collective decision was 
made Tuesday to cancel 
all events scheduled to 

take place at Lakeside 
Park July 2. 

However, the Free-
dom Festival fireworks 
display will proceed as 
planned in celebration of 
Independence Day. The 
fireworks display will be 
launched from Big Lake 
High School at 10 p.m. 
and should be visible 
throughout Big Lake. 

Thanks go out to the 
following generous do-
nors who made this dis-
play possible; Options 
Inc, Lupulin Brewing, 
Lake Liquors, Minnco 
Credit Union, Riverwood 
Bank, Big Lake Becker 
Knights of Columbus, 
Comprehensive Services, 
and all those who donated 
to the GoFundMe cam-
paign. 

Big Lake Freedom 
Festival Cancelled, 

Fireworks Moved 
To 10 p.m. 

By Penny Leuthard, 
Contributing Writer

S t e v e 
S c h m i d t 
f r o m 
Schmidt 
S i g n 
& De-
sign in 
B e c k e r 
has had a 
long career 
in sign mak-
ing, which he 
spent improving his 
skills and expanding his 
knowledge to become the 
successful businessperson 
he is today.

A s 
a teen-
a g e r , 
h i s 
m o m 
wanted 
him to 
c o n -
t i n u e 
his ed-
ucation 
a n d 
a t t e n d 
a post-
s e c -
ondary 
institu-
tion. He 
se t t l ed 
on Detroit Lakes (now 
called Minnesota State 
Community and Tech-
nical College) mainly 

because his sister lived 
in the area and he could 

stay with her. Look-
ing over potential 

programs, au-
tobody and 
sign letter-
ing and de-
sign both 
caught his 
interest. He 
chose letter-

ing.
Schmidt’s 

first job in the 
sign business was 

making paper banners for 
a company in St. Paul in 
the early 1980s. A few 
jobs later, he found him-

self in California for a 
year before coming back 

Schmidt’s Sign Work 
Seen Around The Area

SCHMIDT HAS CREATED NUMER-
OUS SIGNS around the local area, including 
one for Pebble Creek Golf Club. (Submitted 
Photo)

SCHMIDT to page 10
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Community News

Looking to advertise?
Call the sales team at the 

PATRIOT at 763-275-0275

From the desk of
Ken Geroux

Office: 763-263-6878
Cell: 763-238-0182

Ken@KGCCORP.com

Integrity • Excellence 
• Uncompromising Customer Satisfaction

Not Always Agreed With

But Always Respected. 

Thank you Gary.

Lake Shopping Center • Big Lake 
M-F, 8-8; Sat., 7-6, Sun., 9 am to 5 pm

Big Lake
HARDWARE    HANK & RENTAL

Enjoy your retirement Gary!

Thanks for all you have done 
for us here at Big Lake 

Hardware Hank and Rental.

Chuck, Cindy and Clayton

WWW.STCLOUDHRA.COM

•  2 BR $640, 3 BR $800
•  Controlled Entrance
•  w/Video Surveillance
•  Section 8 Welcome
•  Patio/Deck • D/W
•  Microwave

Garage, Heat,
Water/Sewer & Trash

Included in Rent

• 1 BR - $588 • FREE Wi-Fi
• Heat, Electric & A/C
•  Controlled Entrance
w/Video Surveillance

• Elevator & Ramp
• Screened Patio
• Community Room
• Section 8 Welcome

Small Pets 
allowed in all 
Apartments!

RIVERSIDE APARTMENTS
Senior Apartment Community 55+

101 RIVERSIDE DR SE, ST. CLOUD, MN

WESTWOOD VILLAGE APARTMENTS
SAVANNA AVE, ST. CLOUD, MN

PLEase CALL JOYCE 320- 252-0880

BEAUTIFUL APARTMENT LIVING
AT A PRICE YOU CAN AFFORD

BEAUTIFUL APARTMENT LIVING
AT A PRICE YOU CAN AFFORD

St. Cloud HRA CG19.qxp_Layout 1  1/21/19  10:06 AM  Page 1

Monticello: 763-295-4051
St. Cloud: 320-252-0010
CentraCare.com

Enjoy freedom to live your life  
to the fullest and personalized 
care at one of our retirement 
communities. We can help you 
navigate your options.

Live your best life 

Equal Housing Opportunity

Submitted Article

Do you have an active 
interest in gardening? 

Do you have a desire to 
share your gardening inter-
est with others? 

Are you willing to 
learn more about garden-
ing and other horticultural 
topics? 

Are you able to com-
municate with groups of 
people? 

If you answered “yes” 
to any of these questions, 
you have the qualities we 
look for in the Extension 
Master Gardener Program.

In 2019, 2,408 certified 
Extension Master Garden-
ers volunteered across the 
state of Minnesota con-

tributing over 140,000 vol-
unteer hours and reached 
over 195,000 Minnesota 
residents. These volunteers 
are extremely dedicated 
and put in time and effort 
towards continuing educa-
tion. If you believe that you 
have the skills and passion 
it takes to be an Extension 
Master Gardener, applica-
tions open in early July.

The process of becom-
ing an Extension Master 
Gardener begins with a 
core course which can be 
taken online or in person. 
The core course takes ap-
proximately 50 hours to 
complete at cost of $320. 
Financial assistance is 
available on a case-by-case 
basis. You can talk to your 
local program coordinator 

if this is a barrier to your 
ability to join the program. 
We are happy to work with 
you to find a solution that 
works for all of us.

Extension Master Gar-
deners work hard to give 
back to their communities 
each year. As a first-year 
Extension Master Gardener 
you will put in 50 hours 
of volunteer time. Each 
year after that the required 
amount is just 25 hours. 
Many volunteers far exceed 
this number, because they 
are excited and passionate 
about the program. Your 
local program coordinator 
and fellow volunteers will 
help you discover volun-
teer opportunities in your 
county. These opportunities 
may be tailored to your spe-

cific areas of interests.
If you are interested 

in becoming an Extension 
Master Gardener or learn-
ing more about the pro-
gram, please contact your 
local program coordinator. 
The applications are now 
available, and we look for-
ward to welcoming new 
volunteers in 2021. All ap-
plications must be submit-
ted no later than October 1, 
2020. Residents of Wright 
County can contact Adam 
Austing at (763) 682-
7381Call: (763) 682-7381 
or email aausting@umn.
edu to discuss local oppor-
tunities.

U of M Extension taking applications 
for Master Gardener program

Submitted Article

For those planning 
holiday travel, be aware of 
lane and ramp changes on 
eastbound I-94 between 
Rogers and Maple Grove. 
Motorists on eastbound 
I-94 that plan to exit in 
Maple Grove need to plan 
ahead and make sure they 
are in the correct lane in 
Rogers.

Eastbound lanes 
between Hwy. 101 
in Rogers and 
the I-94/494/694 
interchange in 
Maple Grove are 
separated. Three 
lanes are avail-
able. Motorists 
need to decide which 
lane to take before Hwy. 
101. The left two lanes 
have no off access to local 
roads until the I-94/494/694 
interchange. The right lane 
provides local access to 
exits at Hwy. 610, Maple 
Grove Pkwy., or Weaver 
Lake Rd. A barrier sepa-
rates the access lane from 
the two through lanes.

This lane configuration 
means motorists have three 
lanes of traffic on both east-
bound and westbound I-94. 

The lane shifts are in place 
through November.

Ramps closed at 
Maple Grove 
Parkway
Ramps to and from 

Maple Grove Pkwy. and 
eastbound I-94 are closed 
through Sun, July 26. 
Here’s the detour for the 
ramp closures:

• Maple Grove Pkwy. 
to eastbound I-94 detour: 
Maple Grove Pkwy. to 
93rd Ave. to Elm Creek 
Blvd. to Weaver Lake Rd. 
to eastbound I-94;

• Eastbound I-94 to 
Maple Grove Pkwy. de-
tour: Eastbound I-94 to 
eastbound Hwy 610 to 
Maple Grove Pkwy.

Co. Rd. 101
Beginning Mon., July 

6, Co. Rd. 101 is reduced to 
a single lane between Rush 

Creek and the I-94 over-
pass through Fri, July 10 
from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. daily. 
Motorists should watch for 
a flag person controlling 
traffic on both ends of the 
lane closure.

• Slow down when 
approaching every work 
zone, then navigate with 

care and caution;
• Stay alert; work 

zones constantly 
change;

• Watch for 
workers and slow 
moving equipment;

• Obey posted 
speed limits. Fine for 

a violation in a work 
zone is $300;

• Minimize distrac-
tions behind the wheel;

• Be patient; expect de-
lays, especially during peak 
travel times.

Road work continues 
to be a critical service. 
MnDOT is committed 
to protecting the health, 
safety and well-being of 
its employees, contrac-
tors and all Minnesotans. 
Crews continue to follow 
the guidance of state and 
federal health officials to 
help prevent the spread of 
COVID-19.

I-94 lane and ramp changes 
between Rogers and Maple Grove

Submitted Article

Last Wednesday (June 
24) at approximately 12:29 
a.m., Officer Tyler Hecht of 
the Big Lake PD stopped a 
vehicle for having a broken 
rear taillight. Officer Hecht 
made contact with the male 
driver and female passen-
ger, Ashley Benson (Age 32 
– Eden Prairie). The vehicle 
was registered to Benson. 

Officer Hecht could 
smell the odor of burnt mar-
ijuana emitting from the ve-
hicle and observed a torch 
lighter in the backseat area, 
behind the center console.

Benson stated the male 
was driving because she had 
a revoked drivers license, 
and they were coming back 
from the cities. Benson 
stated the vehicle had been 
in storage for the last six 
months and they were on 
their way to sell it. Benson 
showed several signs of ner-
vousness while speaking to 
Officer Hecht and became 
more nervous when asked 
if anything illegal was in the 
vehicle.

The vehicle was 
searched. A black case was 
found in the glove box on 

the passenger side. Inside 
the black case was a zip 
lock baggie with a sub-
stance that field tested pos-
itive for methamphetamine 
and weighed .3 grams. Also 
found in the black case was 
a glass pipe with burnt resi-
due and a rubber hose com-
ing off the end of it.

Benson was arrested 
and booked into the Sher-
burne County jail. Benson 
was charged by criminal 
complaint with; Felony 5th 
degree possession of a con-
trolled substance.

ASHLEY BENSON, 32 
of Eden Prairie was arrested 
in Big Lake last week. (Sher-
burne County Jail Booking  
Photo).

Suspect Arrested 
for Possession of 
Methamphetamine

StatePoint

If you’ve been spending 
a lot of time indoors lately, 
you may be ready to get out-
side for some fresh air. Here’s 
how to make your backyard 
the center of family fun.

• Set up an outdoor the-
ater: There’s no need to spend 
the day indoors, even if your 
family wants to binge watch 
favorite shows. Whether 
you’re viewing a movie, 
video chatting with friends or 
looking at a slideshow of old 
family photos, a portable pro-
jector can quickly transform 
the backyard into a home 
theater. Those from Casio are 
particularly versatile, offering 
speedy set-up and the ability 
to transition from daytime to 
nighttime viewing.

• Be sure to get comfy: 
Your home theater will get 
more use if it offers the same 
amenities as the living room. 
Luckily, these days, it’s easy 
to find weather-resistant fur-
niture as comfortable as your 
favorite couch. 

• Make music: Host a 
socially distanced block party 
with your neighbors and offer 
to provide the music. All you 
need is a portable keyboard 
to set the tone. Not only do 
Casio keyboards have the 
ability to hook up to a laptop 
or tablet so you can play any 
song from your library, if you 
put the keyboard on Dance 
Music Mode, you can add 
beats, sounds or filters to any-
thing you want.

• Get ready, get set, go: 
Keep everyone busy and ac-
tive with a decathlon. Feature 
all-age friendly events like a 
potato sack race, Frisbee toss, 
long jump and more. Whether 
you keep score or play just for 
the fun of the game, you can 
make a day of it -- and add a 
little gravitas -- by including 
opening and closing ceremo-
nies.

With the right tools and 
ideas, the backyard can be-
come your go-to destination 
for relaxation, entertainment, 
competition and fun.

Great Ways 
to Take the 
Fun to the 
Backyard
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The Patriot newspaper (formerly Sherburne County Citizen-Tribune) has new ownership
and expanded coverage combining 4+ communities to provide a more full-service medium

to avid readers in Becker, Big Lake Clear Lake, Clearwater and surrounding areas.

You have our support and best wishes!

These team members are excited to continue to serve the local communities and keep you
connected with news, sports, announcements, and local events.

SherburneStateBank.com

––––––––––––––– Three Locations To Serve You –––––––––––––––

Your Full Service Financial Institution

BECKER
763-261-4200

12500 Sherburne Avenue
Becker, MN 55308

MONTICELLO
763-271-7177

1200 State Hwy. 25 South 
Monticello, MN 55362

PRINCETON
763-389-4099

136 N. Rum River Drive
Princeton, MN 55371

NEWSPAPER
on your first edition of the



I am urging current or 
former Frontier Commu-
nication customers who 
are eligible to receive re-
bates and bill credits for 
inadequate services to 
apply before the July 20 
deadline.

The Minnesota Pub-
lic Utilities Commission 
ordered rebates and bill 
credits to Frontier custom-
ers to compensate them 
for service quality and 
reliability problems. The 
Minnesota Department 
of Commerce indicates 
information regarding the 
settlement and claims for 
refunds or credits was dis-
tributed in Frontier bills and 
by direct mail last April.

The Department of 
Commerce indicates only 
a fraction of Frontier’s 
75,000 reported customers 
have filed claims to this 
point, so let’s hope many 
people who are eligible for 
refunds or credits apply be-
fore the deadline arrives. If 
you have been a customer 
of Frontier, it could be well 
worth your time to take a 
few minutes to see if you 
qualify.

Applications for re-
fund or bill credit are 

available online at fron-
tier.com/forms/minneso-
ta-bill-credit.

The settlement resulted 
in the following categories 
for which a former or cur-
rent Frontier customer may 
claim a refund or bill credit:

• Telephone was out 
of service and not restored 
within 24 hours;

• Incorrect billing for 
service related to vacation 
rate;

• Late fees charged for 
phone service despite bill 
being paid on or before due 
date;

• Frontier did not can-
cel telephone service upon 
request, resulting in addi-
tional charges;

• Charged to receive 
a paper bill for telephone 
service;

• Charged for three-
way calling without sub-
scribing to the service;

• Wrongly charged 
for directory assistance or 
411 calls;

• Charged an early 
termination fee on or after 
Jan. 1, 2016, without hav-
ing signed an agreement;

• Inappropriately 
charged fees to reconnect 
telephone service;

• Telephone discon-
nected without proper no-
tice;

• Refusal to install 
local telephone service;

• Inability to use the 
telephone due to static, 
cross talk, or other notice;

• Installation delay of 
more than three business 
days for primary local ser-
vice line;

• Same trouble on the 
same line within 30 days;

• Frontier missed a re-
pair appointment for tele-
phone service;

• Customer service 
representation claimed no 
trouble report exists from 
an earlier call regarding the 
same phone issue.

With the start of this 
new newspaper, this will be 
my third venture into own-
ing a business since I first 
took a job as a busboy at 
the Knights of Columbus in 
Crystal back in the late 70s.

I previously owned an 
in-line skate business in Big 
Lake called Sports Direct 
and I also ventured out on 
my own in the late 1990s 
as a graphic design business 
called Imagine Design.

Both ventures allowed 
me to “get my feet wet” in 
business planning, manag-
ing, inventory control, sales, 
advertising and marketing. 

I always felt pleased 
about having the opportunity 
to run things my own way, 
work my own hours and be 
accountable for all decisions. 
But it was also very scary not 
knowing if — week-by-week 
— I could pay the bills and 
keep my dreams afloat.

Being a sole owner of 
a business can also be rather 
lonely. No one to bounce 
ideas off or ask if an idea 
was worth pursuing. No one 
to share your ups and downs 
with or keep the ship steered 
in the right direction.

Having business partners 
this time around is glorious. 
Now, I can focus my mind on 
the parts of business I know I 
am good at and let others do 
the other parts I’m not. We 
(shareholders) all have our 
own areas of expertise which 
to me, makes this business 
venture an exciting one.

Carol, Chris, Kathy and I 
have over 40 years of newspa-
per experience to throw in the 
mix to make this a success. 
Carol is a master salesperson 
and has a drive to help busi-
nesses prosper. Mary Nehring 
is our employee and she con-
tinues to do her usual amaz-
ing job tracking down leads 
and landing clients. Kathy has 
years of experience as a Real-
tor and is a real people person. 
Her skills in learning new 
things and adapting to change 
are remarkable and bode well 
for our new endeavor.

Chris is the money man 
and will be in charge of the 
books and finances. He has 
a great mind for operational 
procedures and works hard to 
implement cost-effective pro-
cesses. He is a quick thinker 
and has an optimism that is 
important for business start-
ups like us.

And then there’s me, the 
creative part of the business, 
who will write, edit, photo-

graph, design and lay out 
the newspaper to send to 
our printer.

And maybe take out 
the garbage once in a while.

It’s gonna be a chal-
lenge. No doubt. But we 
still believe small commu-
nities like Becker, Big Lake, 
Clear Lake and Clearwater 
want and use a local news-
paper and want it to be part 
of their lives. We still be-
lieve local news on a printed 
page is better than gossip on 
a social media site. We still 
believe reaching 16,000+ 

people via the U.S. Mail is a 
more cost-effective way for 
businesses to advertise than 
some of the other advertising 
medias.

And the best part yet, 
we all believe in ourselves 
and in our readers and their 
devotion and loyalty to their 
local newspaper. Where else 
are you gonna see your child 
or grandchild in all their glory 
on a football field, soccer 
pitch or auditorium stage? 
Where else you gonna 

The St. Cloud Times? 
Nope. 

The StarTribune? Not a 
chance. 

The Elk River Star News 
or the Monticello Times? Not 
likely.

It’ll all happening right 
here at the Patriot. And we 
want to take you along for the 
ride. Thanks for taking the 
time to read us.
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Editorial/Opinion

By Bill Morgan, 
Staff Writer

The Patriot, under the continuation of the Citizen-Tribune, is the official legal newspaper for Becker School 
District #726, Big Lake School District # 727, Palmer, Clear Lake, Clearwater, Orrock, Palmer & Santiago 

Townships, City of Becker.

•  Subscription Rates: $75 annually, $37.50 for six months, $18.75 for three months or $1.57 a 
week.
•  Deadlines: Wednesday 12 pm Legals & Notices,  Wednesday 10 am Display & Classified Ads.
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Believing Is Important Deadline To File 
Frontier Claim Nearing

Submitted Article

 More than 320 grad-
uating seniors from all 
over Minnesota recently 
received their high school 
diplomas as members of 
Minnesota Connections 
Academy’s Class of 2020. 
Each year the public online 
school celebrates this aca-
demic milestone by hosting 
an in-person commence-
ment ceremony. However, 
due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic, the school recog-
nized the graduates with a 
virtual celebration.

The following students 
from Sherburne County are 
among Minnesota Connec-
tions Academy’s Class of 
2020*:

• James Hines, Becker;
• Venessa Dalmeida, 

Big Lake;
• Amber Moore, Big 

Lake;
• Stephanie Henriquez 

Paz, Clear Lake;
• Davis Johnson, Zim-

merman;
• Jeffery York, Zim-

merman.
“Each year we look 

forward to bringing to-
gether our graduates and 
families from all over the 
state to celebrate this im-
portant achievement,” said 
Minnesota Connections 
Academy’s Principal Me-
lissa Gould. “While so 
much is different for this 
year’s graduates, the one 
thing that remains constant 
is the pride we have for the 

hard work, determination 
and focus that each of these 

students demonstrated to 
reach this academic mile-
stone.”

The Class of 2020 is 
the 12th graduating class 
for the state’s leading 
provider of high-quality, 
tuition-free virtual educa-
tion for students in grades 
K–12. Many of Minnesota 
Connections Academy’s 

Class of 2020 plan to attend 
a two or four-year college/

university including the 
University of Minnesota, 
Minnesota State University, 
Lake Superior College, 
Dakota County Technical 
College and Minneapolis 
College of Art and Design. 
Twelve of the graduates 
were members of the Na-
tional Honor Society while 
more than 40 graduated 

with honors (3.6 GPA or 
better). Overall, the Class 
of 2020 has received more 
than $700,000 in college 
scholarships and awards.

During the virtual cer-
emony, Minnesota Connec-
tions Academy graduating 
senior Abigail Thelen of 
Eden Prairie spoke to 
her fellow graduates and 
challenged them, as they 
move forward, to build and 
maintain meaningful re-
lationships. Abigail plans 
to attend the University of 
Northwestern and majoring 
in engineering.

Minnesota Connec-
tions Academy provides 
students statewide with a 
high-quality, personalized 
online education. The on-
line school combines cer-

tified teachers, a proven 
curriculum, as well as tech-
nology tools, and commu-
nity experiences—online 
and in person—to create a 
supportive environment for 
those who want an individ-
ualized approach to educa-
tion.

Enrollment for the 
2020-21 school year is cur-
rently open, and the school 
is offering virtual informa-
tion sessions for families 
interested in learning more. 
For a complete schedule of 
events and to RSVP, visit 
http://www.Minnesota-
ConnectionsAcademy.com/
Events.

Local students among Minnesota Connections Academy’s Class of 2020
Online school seniors from across the state recognized in virtual ceremony

By Penney Leuthard, 
Contributing Writer

Becker, Big Lake, and 
Clearwater libraries con-
tinue to offer new services 
for their patrons, now in-
cluding streaming 
services and appoint-
ments available 
for browsing and 
computer use.

G r e a t 
River Re-
gional Li-
brary  i s 
ready with 
its first-ever 
s t r e a m -
ing  se r -
vice, called 
“ H o o p l a . ” 
Hoopla gives 
patrons the abil-
ity to check out a 
variety of videos and 
movies with no waiting. 
Library card holders can 
enjoy four downloads per 
month and can access the 
service using their library 
card.

The website hoop-
ladigital.com explains the 
service to borrow movies, 
music, audiobooks, ebooks, 
comics and TV shows to 
enjoy on a televisions, 
computer, tablet, or phone. 
With no waiting, titles can 
be streamed immediately, 
or downloaded for offline 
viewing later. Content 
can be accessed through 
the website or through the 
Hoopla app available in the 
Apple and/or Google Play 
store.

The service has be-
come a reality thanks to 
GRRL’s generous donors, 
which have helped the li-

brary go above and beyond 
books to meet the needs of 
the community. GRRL’s 
Board of Trustees was also 
instrumental in making the 

service happen.
Learn more about 

Hoopla, GRRL’s new 
streaming service, at griver.
org/services.

The Clearwater Library 
is excited to announce it’s 
their turn to begin opening 
their doors to their patrons 
for browsing and computer 
use through appointments. 
Starting this past week, 
browsing appointments 
are available in 30 minutes 
time slots during all curb-
side pickup.

The schedule for com-
puter use appointments 
is Monday, 1 to 4 p.m., 
Tuesday, 10 a.m. to noon, 
Wednesday 3 to 7 p.m., 
Thursday 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., 
and Friday 3 to 6 p.m. 

Three appointments will 
be allowed in at one 

time, one person 
per appointment 

with a one hour 
limit.

T h e 
S u m m e r 
R e a d i n g 
P r o g r a m 
con t inues 
at all GRRL 
l o c a t i o n s 
t h r o u g h 

July 31. The 
Becker Library 

is inviting their 
young patrons 

and their families to 
come to the library and 

pick up a free, super-cool 
GRRL book bag filled with 
books and other summer 
fun goodies. Children age 
0-6th grade will receive a 
cinch bag and teens, 7th 
grade and up, will receive 
a messenger bag.

The giveaway is a 
mid-summer incentive to 
get kids, babies, and teens 
to sign up for the Summer 
Reading Program. Existing 
participants are also eligi-
ble for the giveaway, which 
will be occurring Monday, 
July 6 to Saturday, July 11 
during open hours.  

T H E B E C K E R 
LIBRARY is offering a 
free bag like this messen-
ger style filled with books 
and summer goodies to its 
patrons. (Submitted Photo)

Libraries once again 
offering new services

NOW OPEN thru October 31st
Daily - 7 Days a Week • 8am to 7pm

Hwy 25 - Just off Hwy 10, Becker
(763) 261-4267 

www.normsfarmmarket.com
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American Legion 
Ladies Auxiliary

Meeing are held the 
second Tues. of every 
month at the old fire hall in 
Becker, 7 pm. Paula Hinds 
763-262-6679. 

Becker American Legion
Becker Legion meets 

the second Tues. of every 
month at 7 pm at Becker 
Legion (old fire hall).

Becker AA Meeting
Area 35 Alcohol-

ics Anonymous District 
5 meets Thurs. at 8 pm at 
Church of Mary of the Vis-
itation, 12100 Sherburne 
Ave., Becker. Steve 612-
889-1000.

Becker Boy Scout 
Pack 92 Cardboard, 
Paper & Aluminum

Bring your aluminum 
cans to the trailer located 
near Becker True Value & 
paper & cardboard recycla-
bles to the dumpsters near 
the same location the first 
Sat. of every month. There 
will be a Scout there to help 
unload between 9 am-12 
pm. 

Becker Evangelical 
Ministries

Every Wed., 6-7:30 pm 
at Becker Middle School. 
GYM 45 - growing young 
men. HIS KIDZ - K-3rd 
grade. G.I.R.L.S. GROUP - 
4th & 5th grade girls. 

Becker Free Church 
(763) 261-4125 or register 
online at WWW.BECK-
ERFREECHURCH.ORG 
(under Youth Connection 
click “Event Registration”).

Becker Food Shelf 
Open Tues., 9-11 am 

& Thurs. 4-6 pm. The food 
shelf is  located 12060 
Sherburne Ave. in City 
Hall. 763-261-4612.

Becker Lions Club
Meetings are held the 

second Mon. each month at 
7 pm at Pebble Creek Bar & 
Grill. Dale Seavert 320-290-
5342.

Becker Lions Collecting 
Items To Recycle 

Items are: eye glasses, 
hearing aids, cell phones & 
printer ink cartridges. Col-
lection boxes are located at 
the Becker Community Cen-
ter (entryway) & Insight Eye 
care.

Becker Sons of the
American Legion

Squadron 193
Meets the third Tues. 

of each month at 7 pm at 
Becker Legion (old fire hall). 
Looking for new members. 
Commander John Fischbach 
320-249-0579.

Beyond the Yellow 
Ribbon Meeting

The monthly meetings 
are held 6 pm the third Thurs. 

of the month at Becker City 
Hall. 320-980-2752 or see 
the state website at www.
beyondtheyellow ribbon.org. 

Clear Lake Legion 
Meets the second Tues. 

of the month at Palmer 
Twp. Hall. The Legion will 
meet at 7 pm. New members 
are always welcome. Bud 
Stimmler at 320-761-5793.

Clearwater AA/Alanon
Meeting is at 7 pm, Sun. 

night at Clearwater United 
Methodist Church, 405 Main 
St. Clearwater. 320-310-
1399 AA or 320-558-6613 
for Al-Anon.

Clearwater AA Meeting
Mon. nights, 7 pm at 

Church of St. Luke, 17545 
Huber Ave. NW, Clearwater. 
320-558-2124.

Clearwater Legion
Clearwater Legion 

meetings are held the second 
Thurs. of the month. Aux-
iliary 6:30 pm, S.A.L. at 7 
pm, Legion 7:30 pm. Senior 
Lunch first Thurs. of the 
month at noon at Clearwater 
Legion, Clearwater.

Clearwater-Clear Lake 
Food Shelf

Open Mon. 5:30-7 pm, 
Tues. 9-11 am & 6-8 pm, 
Wed. 3-5 pm & in the brown 
Lions Community Building 
beneath the water tower in 
Clearwater.  We service res-
idents of Clearwater & Clear 
Lake.

Clearwater
Narcotics Anonymous 

 Meetings are at 7 pm, 
Wed. night at Clearwater 
United Methodist Church, 
405 Main St. Clearwater. 
612-607-4484.

Dementia Support Group
The fourth Wed. of each 

month at 10-11 am, Room 19 
at Becker Community Cen-
ter, 11500 Sherburne Ave. 
No cost to join. Tami Kol-
binger at 612-590-2449 or 
email tjkolbinger@ gmail.
com.

FREE - Advocates for
 Independence

 1st & 3rd Wed. of the 
month 2-4 pm at Indepen-
dent Lifestyles, 215 North 
Benton Drive, Sauk Rapids. 
Make a difference in your 
community for people w/
disabilities. Michele Pelka 
320-281-2042.  All abilities 
are welcome to attend.

Free Grace Recovery
Sun. 6-8 pm at Clear 

Lake Town Hall, 7684 1st 
Ave. W. Clear Lake. A light 
meal will be served at 6 pm. 
Everyone is welcome. Justin 
or Renee at 612-384-9069.

FREE - The Saint Cloud 
Area Parkinson’s Disease 

(PD) Support Group 

invites you to “Coffee & 
Conversation” the last Wed. 
monthly at 10 am at Edge-
wood Living 677 Brianna 
Drive, Sartell. Meetings are 
open to those diagnosed w/
PD, their families, caregivers, 
& the general public. Group 
provides support, educa-
tion, & awareness about the  
disease. Bobbi 320-281-
3343.  

Mental Health 
Discussion Group
Meets Mon., 6-7 pm at 

Independent Lifestyles, 215 
N. Benton Dr., Sauk Rapids. 
This is a free group, every-
one is welcome. Ricky 320-
281-2025.

Parkinson’s Disease
Support Group

Meets third Mon. of the 
month, from 1-2:30 pm at 
ILICIL Independent Life-
styles, 215 N. Benton Dr., 
Sauk Rapids. This free group 
provides support, education, 
& awareness about the dis-
ease. Independent Lifestyles 
at 320-529-9000.

Rivers of Hope
Advocates for ending 

family violence, is a non-
profit community based 
agency offering advocacy, 
support, education & refer-
ral services for victims of 
family violence. Working in 
partnerships w/schools, law 
enforcement, social service 
agencies & the court system 
in Sherburne & Wright Co. 
763-295-3433 or 1-800-439-
2642 or info@riversofhope. 
org. Free & confidential. 
Phones answered 24/7.

Volunteer as a Foster 
Grandparent 

Local schools & orga-
nizations need caring adults 
like you! Orientation, train-
ing & ongoing support are 
provided. 

Pat Braun 612-390-0617.

Clear Lake Lioness
We are searching for & 

welcoming new members 
who are interested in serving 
our communities.

Meetings are the 4th 
Mon. of each month @ Nel-
son Brothers Restaurant in 
Clearwater. Dinner 6:30, 
meeting to follow. 

We are in search of your 
fresh new ideas & energy. 
Sue: 320-743-3534 or Linda: 
763-260-8858.

Young @ Heart
Group meeting at Re-

joice Lutheran Church in 
Clearwater, will be can-
celed until further notice. 
We will wait until the state 
allows churches & other 
gatherings to begin & then 
look at our group & make 
a decision.

Wright County 
Community Action
You have been af-

fected & are having or 

are anticipating having 
difficulity paying your  
mortgage, WCCA is here 
to help you navigate your 
options & keep your home. 
Our advisor not only helps 
people to achieve owner-
ship, helps owners facing 
financial difficulty to main-
tain ownership & avoid 
foreclosure.

To speak with a home-
ownership advisor, call 
Wright County Community 
Action at 320-963-6500 
ext. 238 today. Services are 
unbiased, confidential & 
free of charge. 

GRRL Kicks off 2020 
Summer Reading 

Program
Mon., June 1, - Fri., 

July 31. Registration be-
gins Mon., June 1, through 
Beanstack app, griver.bean-
stack.org or during Curb-
side Pickup hours. Hours at 
griver.org/locations.

Each branch offers a 
unique assortment of SRP 
prizes! Further information 
at www.griver.org/kids/
summer-reading-program. 

GRRL Offers Streaming 
Service

Great River Regional 
Library (GRRL) is excited 
to announce its first-ever 
streaming service! The 
streaming service “Hoopla” 
is now available to access 
by using your library card.

Learn more about GR-
RL’s new streaming service 
at griver.org/services

Upcoming Events at the 
Becker Library

Quarantine Trivia -  July 
13 & 27, 5:30-6:15 pm. 
Ready to test your knowl-
edge of history, pop culture, 
current events, & random 
useless facts? 3-round 
game of online trivia. Ques-
tions will be delivered via a 
Zoom meeting.  Ages: Teen 
to Adult. 763-261-4454 to 
register.

Clear Lake Lioness Spon-
sors Red Cross Blood 

Drive
Clear Lake Lioness will 

host Red Cross Blood Drive 
Mon., July 13. St. Marcus 
Church, 8701 Main St., 
Clear Lake 12:30-5:30 pm.

Temperatures will be 
taken as you enter. Donors 
& workers required to wear 
masks, provided if you 
don’t have one.

All blood donations 
will be tested or COVID-19 
antibodies. Root beer floats 
to donors by Clear Lake Li-
oness. Judy (320) 743-2108 
or redcrossblood.org enter 
sponor code: Clear Lake.

Announcements
BECKER SCHOOLS LUNCH

Becker Public Schools will sponsor the Summer Food 
Service Program (SFSP) this summer. This program is 
funded by the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
and is administered in Minnesota by the Minnesota De-
partment of Education, Food and Nutrition Service. 

Service will occur on Tuesday’s between 11:00am 
and 1:00pm at Door #3 of the High School and is free to 
any child 18 and under. 

Dates of service are: July 7, July 14, July 21, July 28, 
August 4, August 11, August 18, and August 25. Each 
bag will contain 5 breakfasts and 5 lunches that meet the 
meal pattern requirements set by USDA. To participate 
in this program please contact Felicia Kittok: fkittok@
isd726.org.

BECKER MEALS ON WHEELS

CATHOLIC CHARITIES / 
MEALS ON WHEELS

July 6-10
During this COVID-19 pandemic

Mon-Fri meals are:
“What’s on the Menu - Frozen Meals”

Frozen meals are available for weekends.
1% milk is served with every meal. Menu subject to 
change. Call 763-856-4082 for more information. Sug-
gested contribution for persons 60+ & volunteers is $4.25 
- $8.

Letter to Editor
TO THE EDITOR:

Kudos to Xcel for their commitment to the increased 
use of renewable energy! However, Xcel’s plans for a 
fracked gas plant is a real head-scratcher. While a win 
for the industry, it will prolong our dependence on fossil 
fuels— a flagrant disregard for public health and a misuse 
of public dollars. 

To explain, Xcel recently submitted a proposal to the 
MN Public Utility Commission to spend $3 billion to cre-
ate 3,000 jobs to increase solar, storage, wind, and electri-
fication efforts. In another PUC proposal, however, Xcel 
plans to build a fracked gas plant in Becker. At over a wal-
loping billion dollars to build, it will create only about 30 
permanent jobs – at a cost of about $34 million/ job. And 
with obsolescence expected in 15 years, we, the people, 
are on the hook for the abandoned infrastructure. And per-
haps most egregious, Xcel must not care that fracked gas 
will fuel our climate crisis worse than coal. 

We challenge whether Xcel is really committed to 
shifting to a renewable energy economy. To learn more, 
and what you can do to stop this fracked gas plant, attend 
Wright County Indivisible’s July 13 @ 7 pm zoom meet-
ing.  Register at -  wrightcountyindivisible@gmail.com. 
Loir Cocking, Waverly, MN
Renee Cardarelle, Annandale, MN
Sue Hedtke, Monticello, MN 
Rose Thelen, Clearwater, MN 

TO THE EDITOR:
As a child, I pledged my allegiance to a flag. Staring 

up at those fifty white stars and thirteen stripes, I prom-
ised to devote myself to a cause, regardless of its effect. 
Unquestioning loyalty. Unwavering gratitude. America, I 
gave you my promise to stay true and abide by your laws. 
But somewhere along the way, my patriotism became wor-
ship; my loyalty became devotion; my pride, a refusal to 
think critically.

Indivisible. Liberty. Justice for all.
It’s hypocritical, really, that a nation founded on equal-

ity for all, was built by colonization, massive genocide, 
sexism and slave labor. It’s amazing the country made it 
this far, still believing, on paper, in those values… And it 
still has a long way to go.

For with every revolution, comes a new power. One 
that, however noble in intention, eventually becomes the 
same power that had to be overthrown in the first place. 
Therefore, to be American - if there is truly such a thing - 
is to be a person who knows that power corrupts. America 
means the person with all authority is questioned, unjust 
laws are thrown out, and the voices of the silenced are 
heard. For there is no perfect system, not even Capital-
ism. It is the people that make a system, not the other way 
around.

So, while we celebrate our independence, we must also 
recognize the ways in which we have continued benefiting 
from others’ suffering. We must allow ourselves to feel the 
tension of this truth. Simultaneous gratitude and critique of 
what we have and why we have it.
Brody Hed
Becker, MN

BECKER POLICE DEPARTMENT  
ACTIVITY REPORT 

WEEK ENDING JUNE 28, 2020
22-June: 1 harassment, 2 record check, 1 miscellaneous public, 1 dump-
ing complaint, 1 vulnerable adult intake, 1 found property, 1 trespass, 
1 miscellaneous officer, 1 speed warning, 1 traffic complaint, 1 extra 
patrol, 1 no front plate warning, 1 security check, 1 equipment warning, 
1 medical
23-June: 4 security check, 1 suspicious person, 1 open door, 1 welfare 
check, 1 medical, 1 domestic dispute, 5 record check, 3 juvenile concern, 
1 public assist, 1 vehicle lockout, 1 dog complaint / Potentially Danger-
ous Dog, 1 hands free violation / Citation #184, 1 grass fire, 1 agency 
assist, 1 extra patrol
24-June: 1 security check, 1 fire alarm, 1 security check, 1 equipment 
warning, 3 record check, 
3 speed warning, 1 no proof of insurance warning / speed Citation #185, 
1 expired registration / failure to transfer registration warnings / hands 
free violation Citation #186, 1 traffic complaint, 1 theft, 2 expired regis-
tration warning, 1 domestic dispute, 1 speed / Citation #187, 1 fireworks 
complaint, 1 speed / Citation #188, 1 hands free violation warning, 1 
suspicious vehicle, 1 speed / Citation #189
25-June: 2 expired registration warning, 5 security check, 2 equipment 
warning, 1 welfare check, 1 civil, 1 public assist, 1 found property, 1 
agency assist, 1 theft, 4 record check, 1 fail to change address on Drivers 
License / Speed Citation #190, 1 speed / fail to change address on Drivers 
License / child restraint warnings, 1 traffic complaint, 2 speed warning, 1 
drive without headlights warning, 2 suspicious vehicle, 1 expired drivers 
license warning
26-June: 11 speed warning, 1 failure to maintain lane of traffic / equip-
ment warnings / open containers / possession of hypodermic needle, 1 
welfare check, 1 security check, 1 medical, 1 domestic / strangulation, 
1 theft, 2 dog complaint, 2 found property, 1 miscellaneous officer, 1 
speed warning / driving after suspension Citation #192, 1 expired tabs / 
expired Drivers License warnings, 1 use of wireless device while driving 
Citation #193, 1 expired tabs warning / speed Citation #194, 1 equipment 
warning, 1 juvenile concern
27-June: 1 medical, 2 vehicle lockout, 3 security check, 1 alarm, 1 found 
animal, 1 juvenile concern, 2 speed warning, 2 welfare check, 1 public 
assist, 1 property damage, 1 civil, 1 suspicious vehicle
28-June: 1 welfare check, 1 security check, 2 medical, 1 expired regis-
tration warning, 1 fail to move over law / Citation #195, 1 found animal, 
1 road hazard, 1 suspicious activity, 1 extra patrol, 1 speed warning, 1 
juvenile concern, 1 fight, 1 mental health, 1 vehicle lockout, 1 alarm



STATE OF MINNESOTA
TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

COUNTY OF SHERBURNE
DISTRICT COURT PROBATE 

DIVISION
Filed: 6-17-2020 
Court File No. 71-PR-20-67
Estate of
Wanda Lynne Nelson a/k/a 
Wanda L. Nelson,

Decedent  
NOTICE OF INFORMAL AP-
POINTMENT OF PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVE AND NO-
TICE TO CREDITORS (IN-
TESTATE)

Notice is given that an appli-
cation for informal appointment of 
personal representative has been 
filed with the Registrar. No will 
has been presented for probate. 
The application has been granted.

Notice is also given that 
the Registrar has informally ap-
pointed Tami Pautzke, whose 
address is 9642 County Road 23 
SE, Becker, Minnesota, 55308, as 
personal representative of the Es-
tate of the Decedent. Any heir or 
other interested person may be en-
titled to appointment as personal 
representative or may object to the 
appointment of the personal rep-
resentative. Unless objections are 
filed with the Court (pursuant to 
Minnesota Statutes section 524.3-
607) and the Court otherwise or-
ders, the personal representative 
has full power to administer the 
Estate including, after 30 days 
from the date of issuance of let-
ters, the power to sell, encumber, 
lease or distribute real estate.

Any objections to the ap-
pointment of the Personal Repre-
sentative must be filed with this 
Court and will be heard by the 
Court after the filing of an appro-
priate petition and proper notice of 
hearing.

Notice is also given that (sub-
ject to Minnesota Statutes section 
524.3-801) all creditors having 
claims against the Estate are re-
quired to present the claims to the 
personal representative or to the 

Court Administrator within four 
months after the date of this No-
tice or the claims will be barred.
Dated: June 17, 2020 9:04 AM
/s/ Patricia A. Kuka  
Registrar
Attorney for Personal Represen-
tative
Jan C. Larson
Johnson, Larson & Peterson, P.A.
908 Commercial Drive
Buffalo, MN 55313
Attorney License No: 17659X
Telephone: (763) 682-4550
FAX: (763) 682-4465
Email: Jan.Larson@jlplawmn.
com
(Published in the Patriot: 
07/03/20).
___________________________

Office of the Minnesota 
Secretary of State

Certificate of Assumed Name
     Minnesota Statutes, 

Chapter 333
The filing of an assumed 

name does not provide a user with 
exclusive rights to that name. The 
filing is required for consumer 
protection in order to enable cus-
tomers to be able to identify the 
true owner of a business.
ASSUMED NAME: RCS
PRINCIPAL PLACE OF BUSI-
NESS: 8656 95th Avenue SE 
Clear Lake MN 55319 United 
States
NAMEHOLDER(S):
Name:  
Restoration & Construction 
Services, LLC
Address:
8656 95th Avenue SE Clear 
Lake MN 55319 United States

If you submit an attachment, 
it will be incorporated into this 
document. If the attachment con-
flicts with the information specif-
ically set forth in this document, 
this document supersedes the data 
referenced in the attachment.

By typing my name, I, the 
undersigned, certify that I am 
signing this document as the per-
son whose signature is required, 

or as agent of the person(s) whose 
signature would be required who 
has authorized me to sign this 
document on his/her behalf, or in 
both capacities. I further certify 
that I have completed all required 
fields, and that the information in 
this document is true and correct 
and in compliance with the appli-
cable chapter of Minnesota Stat-
utes. I understand that by signing 
this document I am subject to the 
penalties of perjury as set forth in 
Section 609.48 as if I had signed 
this document under oath.
SIGNED BY: Kent R Gustafson
MAILING ADDRESS: None 
Provided
EMAIL FOR OFFICIAL NO-
TICES: kent@safeshieldcon-
sulting.com
Work Item 1164321000024
Original  Fi le  Number 
1164321000024
STATE OF MINNESOTA OF-
FICE OF THE SECRETARY OF 
STATE
FILED
06/22/2020 11:59 PM
/s/ Steve Simon 
Secretary of State
(Published in the Patriot: 
07/03/20; 07/11/20).
___________________________

Office of the Minnesota 
Secretary of State

Minnesota Limited Liability 
Company/Articles of 

Organization
Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 

322C
The individual(s) listed 

below who is (are each) 18 years 
of age or older, hereby adopt(s) 
the following Articles of Organi-
zation:
ARTICLE 1 - LIMITED LIABIL-
ITY COMPANY NAME: Patriot 
News MN, LLC
ARTICLE 2 - REGISTERED OF-
FICE AND AGENT(S), IF ANY 
AT THAT OFFICE: 
Address: 14054 Bank Street 
Becker MN United States
ARTICLE 3 - DURATION: Per-

petual
ARTICLE 4 - ORGANIZERS:
Name:  
Kurt W. Porter
Address:
34354 County Road 3 PO Box 
430 Crosslake MN 56442 United 
States

If you submit an attachment, 
it will be incorporated into this 
document. If the attachment con-
flicts with the information specif-
ically set forth in this document, 
this document supersedes the data 
referenced in the attachment.

By typing my name, I, the 
undersigned, certify that I am 
signing this document as the per-
son whose signature is required, 
or as agent of the person(s) whose 
signature would be required who 
has authorized me to sign this 
document on his/her behalf, or in 
both capacities. I further certify 
that I have completed all required 
fields, and that the information in 
this document is true and correct 
and in compliance with the appli-
cable chapter of Minnesota Stat-
utes. I understand that by signing 
this document I am subject to the 
penalties of perjury as set forth in 
Section 609.48 as if I had signed 
this document under oath.
SIGNED BY: Tammy Farber
MAILING ADDRESS: None 
Provided
EMAIL FOR OFFICIAL NO-
TICES: accounting@patriot-
newsmn.com
Work Item 1163728200022
Original  Fi le  Number 
1163728200022
STATE OF MINNESOTA OF-
FICE OF THE SECRETARY OF 
STATE
FILED
06/17/2020 11:59 PM
/s/ Steve Simon 
Secretary of State
(Published in the Patriot: 
07/03/20; 07/11/20).
___________________________

CHECK OUT OUR VARIETY OF RESTAURANTS, 
ENTERTAINMENT CELEBRATIONS GOING ON. 

NOT ADVERTISING YET 
CALL OUR OFFICE TO FIND OUT HOW 

763-275-0275

Public Notices

DEADLINES
Notices & Legals

WEDNESDAYS AT NOON
CONTACT KATHY:
763-275-0275 or 

EMAIL:
legals.kathy

@patriotnewsmn.com

PUBLIC NOTICES
are posted on our website: 

www.patriotnewsmn.com
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Probate? Lien Sales? 
Assumed Name?

Legal Notice 
Questions?

Contact Kathy 
At The PATRIOT

763-275-0275
or

legals.kathy@patriot-
newsmn.com

Pick up a copy 
of the PATRIOT 
at the following 

locations:
CLEARWATER: 

Coborn’s; 
SANTIAGO: 

General Store; 
BECKER: 

Food Pride, 
PATRIOT office; 

BIG LAKE: 
Coborn’s

Town of Becker, Sherburne County, Minnesota
Notice of Public Hearing

Notice is hereby given that the Becker Town Board will hold 
their monthly meeting at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, July 20, 2020 at 
Becker Town Hall, 12165 Hancock Street.  The Town Board will 
hold public hearings regarding the following:
7:10 p.m. Building Code Ordinance -Administrative procedure 
change related to buildings exempt from building permits no longer 
having a site plan review requirement.

Anyone interested in this item is encouraged to attend and com-
ment at the Public Hearing.  Anyone interested in these requests are 
encouraged to attend and comment at the Public Hearing.  If remote 
attendance is desired due to the current Peacetime State of Emer-
gency and Pandemic Declarations, please contact the Clerk prior to 
the public hearing and remote access will be made available.  If you 
plan to attend in person, please notify the clerk prior to the meeting 
as social distancing protocols are being followed and limited in-per-
son seating is available.  If you are unable to attend please provide 
written comment to Lucinda Messman at PO Box 248, Becker, MN  
55308 or by e-mail to clerk@beckertownship.org by 4:00 p.m. on 
July 20, 2020. 
Thank you.
Lucinda Messman, 
Becker Township Clerk
(Published in the Patriot: 07/03/20).

SHERBURNE COUNTY SHERIFF’S ACTIVITY REPORT 
WEEK OF JUNE 22 - JUNE 28, 2020

The following individuals have been booked into the Sherburne Co. 
Jail for the alleged offense(s):
Shawn Mario Nelson, 42 of Coon Rapids, MN  55429 - FEL 1st degree 
burglary, FEL 2nd degree assault, MSD domestic assault & MSD 4th 
degree damage to property. Brandon Allen Wirgau, 34 of Becker, MN  
55308 - FEL domestic assault. Jeffrey Michael Greer, 49 of Lakeland, 
MN  55043 - FEL receiving stolen property and GM driving after cancel-
lation - IPS. Ryan Robert Bjorstrom, 33 of Elk River, MN  55330 - MSD 
violation of a domestic abuse no contact order. Nicholas Gabe Peterson, 
20 of Princeton, MN  55371 - FEL domestic assault & MSD domes-
tic assault - 2 counts. Ashley Eilene Benson, 32 of Eden Prairie, MN  
55344 - FEL 5th degree controlled substance. Jarrod Dewayne Miller, 
42 of Minneapolis, MN  55407 - Hennepin Co. warrant. Jeffery Edward 
Braun, 36 of Kimbolton, OH  43749 - Sherburne Co. warrants. Amanda 
Joyce Carlson-Bodick, 36 of Anoka, MN  55303 - Sherburne Co. warrant. 
Clayton Robert Kessler, 18 – Dept. of Corrections warrant. Dontra Tevin 
Salmon, 29 of Coon Rapids, MN  55433 - Sherburne Co. warrants. Jacob 
Aaron Spence, 22 of Lonsdale, MN  55046 - Sherburne Co. warrant. 
Roderick Lamoryne Hamilton, 52 of Minneapolis, MN  55403 - Dakota 
Co. warrant. Anthony Fontaine Laws, 51 of St. Cloud, MN  56304 - 
Sherburne Co. warrant.

Citations Issued: 1 failure to obey traffic control device, 18 speed, 1 
driver fails to stop for stop sign, 2 stop/stand/park where signs prohibit 
stop, 4 no proof of insurance, 1 uninsured vehicle - owner violation, 
1 drive without valid license for vehicle class or type, 2 driving after 
suspension, 1 driving after revocation, 1 violate order for protection, 1 
fleeing peace officer by means other than vehicle, 1 litter, 1 ATV - fail 
to renew registration, 1 forestry - open burning - prohibited materials. 
Total: 36

Calls for Service: 3 theft, 2 theft-mv-other, 5 drugs/narcotics, 3 disturbing 
the peace, 1 harassment, 1 property damage, 1 driving after revocation/

suspension/cancellation, 2 crimes against administration of justice, 1 
forgery/counterfeit, 1 trespass, 3 fraud complaint, 1 animal lost, 1 found 
person, 5 animal found, 3 property found, 1 abandoned vehicle, 1 acci-
dent – mv fatal , 4 accident – mv personal injury, 8 accident – mv prop-
erty damage, 1 accident – mv property damage hit and run, 1 accident 
– vehicle v. animal, 2 animal complaint, 1 conservation, 1 dog complaint, 
2 dog bite, 1 animal bite, 2 fire – other, 1 fire – vehicle, 2 fire – grass, 
2 alarm – fire, 1 gas leak/smell, 1 alarm – carbon monoxide, 1 death, 
23 medical, 4 mental case, 1 alarm – medical, 4 miscellaneous public, 
8 domestic, 11 public assist, 32 agency assist, 14 alarm – security, 10 
civil complaint, 77 officer initiated traffic stop, 15 traffic complaint, 1 
garbage/littering, 7 suspicious person, 11 suspicious vehicle, 3 juvenile 
complaint, 21 security check, 26 extra patrol, 2 loud music complaint, 1 
deliver message, 17 check the welfare, 5 boating complaint, 3 atv com-
plaint, 3 shooting complaint, 1 repossession, 8 fireworks complaint, 3 
parking complaint, 5 jail medical, 1 jail medical guard, 7 paper service, 9 
suspicious activity, 3 hazardous road conditions, 31 miscellaneous offi-
cer, 4 background check, 1 warrant arrest, 20 transport, 1 jail incident, 2 
911 hang up, 2 follow up, 7 vehicle lockout, 3 vehicle off road, 1 warrant 
attempt. Total: 474

June 4th: Patrick Hinkemeyer on 147th St NW in Blue Hill Township 
reported - theft of items from a garage, items taken: RIDGID Drill Pow-
erset & Charger & Coleman 5 HP Air Compressor, value $650.
June 19th: Christopher Ott & Grant Ebensteiner reported a burglary at 
Friday’s Laundromat on Main Street NW in Zimmerman. Andrea Steiskal 
on 165th Ave SE in Becker Twp. reported the theft of political sign over-
night, value $10.
June 20th: Holiday Gas Station on 165th Ave SE in Becker Twp. re-
ported gas drive off in the amount of $36.05.Isha Sheriff reported the 
theft of license plate from her vehicle while parked near River Rd SE & 
99th St SE in Clear Lake Twp.

WRIGHT COUNTY SHERIFF’S ACTIVITY REPORT 
PERIOD ENDING JUNE 29, 2020

June 22: Justin Hayward Trueblood, 42, of Brownton, was arrested in 
Scott Co. - Wright Co. warrants - violation of orders for protection. Mi-
chael Gerald Nieters, 49, of Aitkin, was arrested in Stearns Co. - Wright 
Co. warrant - 1st degree burglary violations. Jerry Joseph Blahut, 36, of 
Detroit Lakes, was arrested in Clay Co. - MN Dept. of Corrections appre-
hension  & detention order - 2nd degree DWI violations. Wayne Mitchell 
Zitzloff, 28, of Champlin, was arrested in Buffalo - Wright Co. warrant 
- 5th degree possession of controlled substance violation. Ashley Marie 
Gieseke, 32, of St. Paul, was arrested in Montrose - the charge of driving 
after cancellation inimical to public safety. George Ogenche Obiri, 21, of 
St. Michael, was arrested in St. Michael - Wright Co. warrant - driving 
after revocation violations.
June 23: Harry Dell Anderson, 46, of South Haven, was arrested in An-
nandale - the charge of driving after cancellation inimical to public safety. 
Colten Vaughn Weber, 28, of Buffalo, was arrested in Buffalo - Wright 
Co. apprehension  & detention order - 2nd degree DWI violations. Micah 
Jared Leonetti, 36, of Champlin, was arrested in Hennepin Co. - Wright 
Co. warrant - receiving stolen property violations. Brian Lee Hall, 39, 
of Long Prairie, was arrested in Benton Co. - Wright Co. warrant - 5th 
degree possession of controlled substance  & Todd Co. warrant - driving 
after cancellation inimical to public safety. Lamina May Harris, 42, of 
Montrose, was arrested in Montrose - the charge of domestic assault. 
Derek Douglas Plante, 23, of Little Falls, was arrested in St. Michael - 
Morrison Co. warrant - 2nd degree assault  & Stearns Co. warrant - 3rd 
degree assault.
June 24: Joseph Tyler Senear, 34, of Rogers, was arrested in Sherburne 
Co. - Wright Co. court orders - violation of an order - protection  & 3rd 
degree burglary violations. Nicholas Allan Styrbicky, 25, of Annandale, 
was arrested in Buffalo - Wright Co. apprehension  & detention order - 
4th degree DWI violations. Samuel Charles Skelton, 57, of St. Cloud, 
was arrested in Clearwater - the charge of driving after cancellation in-
imical to public safety. Victor Alfonso Giron, 35, of Monticello, was ar-
rested in Buffalo - the charge of violation of harassment restraining order. 
Clayton Robert Kessler, 18, of Buffalo, was arrested in Buffalo - MN 
Dept. of Corrections warrant - parole violations.
June 25: Michael Gary Blizil, 34, of Annandale, was arrested in Corrina 
Twp. - the charge of domestic assault. Leticia Angelica Nunez, 25, of 
Maple Grove, was arrested in Anoka Co. - Wright Co. warrant - theft & 
MN Dept. of Corrections warrant - a parole violation. Joshua Mark Bet-
ker, 42, of Hutchinson, was arrested in McLeod Co. - Wright Co. warrant 
- stalking violations. Sean Alan Ostman, 52, of Buffalo, was arrested in 
Buffalo - Wright Co. warrant - driving after cancellation inimical to pub-
lic safety violations. David Carl Waldo, 27, of Minneapolis, was arrested 
in Monticello - the charge of driving after cancellation inimical to public 
safety  & Hennepin Co. warrant - 1st degree robbery.
June 26: Zachary Lynn Pointer, 27, of Maple Grove, was arrested in 

Hennepin Co. - Wright Co. warrant - violation of an order for protection. 
Anne Kaia Nelson, 44, of Minneapolis, was arrested in Hennepin Co. - 
Wright Co. warrant - 5th degree possession of controlled substance viola-
tion. Ryan Taylor Kelly, 42, of Montrose, was arrested in Monticello - the 
charge of 5th degree possession of controlled substance. Michael Robert 
Durbin, 55, of Annandale, was arrested in Corrina Twp. - the charge of 
domestic assault. Luke James Gibson, 42, of Elk River, was arrested in 
Monticello - the charge of 3rd degree DWI. Nathan Jon Wobbrock, 42, 
of St. Cloud, was arrested in Stearns Co. - Wright Co. warrant - 5th de-
gree possession of controlled substance violation. Camren Richard Junk-
er-Schultz, 25, of Lester Prairie, was arrested in Delano - the charge of 
3rd degree DWI.
June 27: Jon Gerald Wick, 37, of Albertville, was arrested in Albertville - 
the charge of 3rd degree DWI refusal to test. Dirk Anton Martinez, 40, of 
St. Michael, was arrested in St. Michael - the charge of domestic assault. 
Jesse Allan Bobendrier, 38, of St. Michael, was arrested in St. Michael - 
MN Dept. of Corrections warrant - a parole violation. 
June 28: Steven James Meyer, 50, of Buffalo, was arrested in Buffalo - 
the charges of negligent storage of firearms  & disorderly conduct. April 
Ann Roberge, 47, of Delano, was arrested in Delano - the charge of do-
mestic assault. Meghan Rae Boltz, 21, of Dassel, was arrested in Corrina 
Twp. - the charge of 3rd degree DWI. Bo Allen Bieniek, 22, of St. Cloud, 
was arrested in Southside Twp. - the charge of  3rd degree DWI. Timothy 
James Meyers, 27, of St. Paul, was arrested in Monticello - the charge of 
theft. Brandon Willard Boxell Muehring, 34, of Maple Lake, was arrested 
in Corrina Twp.. - Nicollet Co. warrant - driving after revocation. Evette 
Ann Anderson, 45, of Otsego, was arrested in Otsego - the charges of 1st 
degree burglary, violation of harassment restraining order, interference 
with 911 call  & domestic assault  & Wright Co. warrant - violation of 
harassment restraining order. Jennifer Lee Davis, 41, of Sauk Rapids, was 
arrested in Clearwater - the charge of possession of counterfeit currency. 
Timothy John Dishneau, 51, of Albertville, was arrested in Albertville 
- the charge of domestic assault by strangulation. Eugene Birris, 20, no 
permanent address, was arrested in Silver Creek Twp. - the charges of 
fleeing law enforcement  & criminal vehicular operation.
June 29: Frederick William Radiske, 45, of Bethel, was arrested in Hen-
nepin Co. - Wright Co. warrant - 2nd degree burglary violations. Reese 
Allan Hooper, 33, of South Haven, was arrested in Stearns Co. - Wright 
Co. warrant - domestic assault violations.
 
There were 19 property damage accidents, 1 personal injury accidents, 1 
hit  & run accidents  & 4 car deer accidents. 

There were 4 arrests - DWI, 3 underage consumption arrests, no school 
bus stop arm violations  & 103 tickets - miscellaneous traffic violations 
reported this week.

BIG LAKE POLICE DEPARTMENT  
CALLS FOR SERVICE - JAIL BOOKINGS

WEEK OF JUNE 22, 2020 - JUNE 28, 2020
Call for Service Summary: Total Calls for Service for Week: 318, 2020 
Calls for Service: 8,210, Traffic Stops/Enforcement: 59, Citations: 31, 
Arrests: 6, Medical Emergency Calls: 9, Mental Health Holds: 2, Civil 
Mediation (Child Custody-Property): 8
BLPD Jail Bookings – Also reflected in the Sherburne Co. Sheriffs Of-
ficer Booking Report: Kristin Anderson – (Age 51 – Fridley, MN) –   4th 
degree DWI - controlled substance. Michael Peterson – (Age 56 – Mon-
ticello, MN) – 4th degree DWI - controlled substance. Dontaye Buchanan 
– (Age 31 – Oakdale, MN) – felony 5th degree controlled substance. Ash-
ley Benson – (Age 32 – Eden Prairie, MN) – felony 5th degree controlled 
substance. Clayton Kessler – (Age 18 – Big Lake, MN) – felony warrant. 
Roderick Hamilton – (Age 52 – Minneapolis, MN) – felony warrant
Sun, June 28: Lake St S/Norwood Dr - revoked driver - driver stopped 
by officer for traffic violation, issued summons for driving while revoked. 
Hwy 10/CR 43 - revoked driver - driver stopped by officer for traffic vi-
olation, issued summons for driving while revoked. 101 Lakeshore Dr 
- harassment - Officers investigated verbal harassment between parties. 
Fern St/Martin Ave - revoked driver - driver stopped by officer for traf-
fic violation, issued summons for driving while revoked. Lakeshore Dr/
Hwy 10 - revoked driver - driver stopped by officer for traffic violation, 
issued summons for driving while revoked. Us Highway 10 NW/Phyllis 
St - DWI - controlled substance - driver stopped for a traffic violation & 
found to be under the influence of narcotics, arrested & booked into jail, 
see booking for charges.
Sat, June 27: 190th blk Jefferson Blvd - marijuana in a vehicle - Officer 
stopped vehicle for a traffic violation, could smell burning marijuana, 
driver issued summons for marijuana possession. 300 blk Pleasant Ave 
- theft - report of property theft, investigation ongoing. Lakeshore Dr/
Us Highway 10 NW - DWI - controlled substance - driver stopped for a 
traffic violation & found to be under the influence of narcotics, arrested 
& booked into jail, see booking for charges.
Fri, June 26: 130 blk Eagle Lake Rd N - marijuana in a vehicle - Officer 
stopped vehicle for a traffic violation, could smell burning marijuana, 
driver issued summons for marijuana possession. Us Highway 10 NW/
Euclid Ave - revoked driver - driver stopped by officer for traffic viola-
tion, issued summons for driving while revoked. Martin Ave/Eagle Lake 
Rd N - revoked driver - driver stopped by officer for traffic violation, 
issued summons for driving while revoked.
Thurs, June 25: Minnesota Ave/Eagle Lake Rd N - Revoked Driver 
- driver stopped by officer for traffic violation, issued summons for driv-
ing while revoked. Us Highway 10 NW/County Road 43 NW - felony 
narcotic arrest – officer stopped vehicle for traffic violation. could smell 
marijuana coming from inside of the vehicle. officer located marijuana 
edibles. driver arrested. 
Wed, June 24: Us Highway 10 NW/Lakeshore Dr - revoked driver - 
driver stopped by officer for traffic violation, issued summons for driving 
while revoked. Northstar Rail Station - warrant arrest - suspect located 
on an outstanding arrest warrant, booked into jail. Station St Apartments 
- domestic disturbance - officers mediated a verbal domestic altercation. 
Us Highway 10 NW/County Road 81 NW - felony narcotic arrest – of-
ficer stopped vehicle for traffic violation. after speaking to the driver & 
passenger, officer had reason to believe narcotics were in the vehicle. 
vehicle was searched & officer located methamphetamine. female pas-
senger arrested & booked into jail. 
Tues, June 23: 350 blk Ormsbee St - trespassing - report of a suspect at 
property who was not welcome there, investigation ongoing. 1100 blk 
Manitou St - fraud - Officers investigating fraud complaint. 100 blk Sher-
burne Ave - theft - report of property theft, investigation ongoing. 5540 
blk Aberdeen Way - harassment - Officers investigated a report of harass-
ment via social media. Us Highway 10 NW/Industrial Dr NW - revoked 
driver - driver stopped by officer for traffic violation, issued summons 
for driving while revoked.
Mon, June 22: Us Highway 10 SE/165th Ave SE - warrant arrest - sus-
pect located on an outstanding arrest warrant, booked into jail. Eagle 
Lake Rd/Minnesota Ave - revoked driver - driver stopped by officer for 
traffic violation, issued summons for driving while revoked. Us Highway 
10 NW/County Road 81 NW - revoked driver - driver stopped by officer 
for traffic violation, issued summons for driving while revoked. 100 blk 
Lake St - property damage - report of damage done to side of building. 
investigation ongoing. 



To place your ad 
call the PATRIOT

 763-275-0275

OFFICE OR RETAIL SPACE. 
Hwy 10 frontage in Becker. 
1100 sq. ft. Available immedi-
ately. Call 763-261-2425.
________________________

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT -
at 935 Clearwater Center in 
Clearwater (next to The Kettle
Restaurant) 364 sq. ft. $425 
per mo. Includes utilities. 320-
558-6800 Carol Halvorson
________________________

For your convenience we accept:Classified Ad Deadline is 12 Noon WEDNESDAY

To Place Your Ad Call: • 763.275.0275  or 
stop by our office at 14054 Bank Street, Becker  • Web Site:  www.patriotnewsmn.com

THE CLASSIC, EDGE & E, 
Outdoor Wood, Pellet & Corn 
by Central Boiler. Take Advan-
tage of The Rebates available 
now, Including Additional Dis-
counts and State Fair Specials 
Give us a call or see us at the 
fair. Class-Act Outdoor Fur-
nace 763-972-6255                              
CLASSACTFURANCE.COM
________________________

WE PAY CASH FOR USED 
GUNS. Stu’s Gunsmithing 
320-258-3980, 3030 12th St. 
SE, St. Cloud.
________________________

MURPHY
CHEVROLET

New & Used Cars & Trucks
(320) 968-6239

www.murphychevrolet.com

MINNESOTA BLACKTOP-
PING. Residential & com-
mercial. Driveways, parking 
lots, asphalt, paving & asphalt 
patchwork. No job too small. 
Call for a free estimate 320-
259-7874 office. 3636 Quail 
Rd., Sauk Rapids. We accept 
Visa & Mastercard. 
www.mnblacktopping.net
________________________
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HASSAN SAND & GRAVEL 
has a large selection of dec-
orative rock, pulverized & 
screened topsoil, all types of 
driveway aggregates, wood & 
rubber mulch, landscape sup-
plies, play/volleyball/mason 
sand, fieldstone boulders, 
steps & natural quarry stone, 
drainage supplies. M-F 7am-
4pm & Sat. 7am-noon, 13530 
Williamdale Rd., Rogers. 763-
428-2393.
www.HassanSand.com
________________________

   OAK PARK 
    CREAMERY:
See us for all your feed 
needs. Hubbard, Heims, 
Purina & Oak Park brand 
feeds. Crystalyx tubs. We 
specialize in small orders 
of custom made feed. 
Fly control tubs & blocks, 
they control 4 types of 
flies. Back Rubber & Pour 
on, Bovi rubs, fly sprays. 
Fencing supplies, Alfalfa 
& grass seed. Twine spe-
cials: 9600-170 $30/bale, 
net wrap 48 x 9840 $190/
roll.     
OAK PARK CREAMERY
16623 Ironwood Rd NE 
    Oak Park, MN 
     320-968-7864

Young @ Heart

3rd Thurs. Each MonTh, 
noon Lunch and PrograM
rEjoicE LuThEran church 

cLEarwaTEr, Mn

Classifieds

DESKTOPS AND LAPTOP 
REPAIR. On-site or drop off. 
Computer cleanup - upgrades. 
Big Lake, 763-263-7070.
________________________

TOTAL LAWN CARE, INC.
Locally owned & operated 
since 1985. Fertilization, core 
aeration, guaranteed control 
of: weeds, crabgrass, mos-
quitoes, ants/ticks/spiders, 
grubworms and Emerald Ash 
Borer. Experience the differ-
ence! 320-685-4131. 
www.lawntlc.info.                            
________________________

Campus News
Campus News

Jacob Ivan Sampson of Big Lake has been named to 
the Dean’s List at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln for 
the Spring Semester of the 2019-20 academic year. Samp-
son, a senior computer engineering major, was named to 
the Dean’s List for the College of Engineering.

Local students named to Second Semester Dean’s 
Honor List at Concordia College. The following students 
from Becker: Justing Kringler, Sophomore of Becker 
High School, his parents are Jeremy & Jennifer Kringler; 
Ryan Sommerdorf, Junior of Becker High School; Sadie 
Ziegler, Junior of Becker High School. The following stu-
dents from Big Lake: Allison Bahe, Senior of Big Lake 
High School; Caitlin Eisenschenk, Junior of Big Lake 
High School; Danielle Ginther, Junior of Big Lake High 
School, her parents are Thomas Ginther of Rochester & 
Maria Burnham of Big Lake; Gabrielle Lommel, Senior 
of Big Lake High School, her parents are Kelly & Michelle 
Lommel; and Sydney Wertish, Sophomore of Big Lake 
High School.

The University of Minnesota Duluth has announced 
its Dean’s List for Sping Semester 2020. Students on the 
Dean’s List have achieved a grade point average of 3.5 
or higher. The following students from Becker: Qadry 
K. Fakhreddine, Junior, UMD-Swnson College of Sci-
ence & Engineering, Biology B S; Rayna T. Good, Se-
nior, UMD-Swenson College of Science & Engineering, 

Biology B S; Chase D. Heinen, Senior, UMD-Swenson 
College of Science & Engineering, Physics B S; Emily M. 
Murphy, Freshman, Education & Human Service Pro, Pre 
Teaching Spanish; Ryan A. Nohner, Senior, UMD-Swen-
son College of Science & Engineering, Civil Engineering 
B S C E; Austin J Seavert, Sophomore, UMD-Swenson 
College of Science & Engineering, Stats & Actuarial Sci-
ence B S; Ms Allison M Zimmer, Junior, Education & 
Human Service Pro, Unified Early Child Study B A Sc. 
The following students from Clear Lake: Miss Danae E. 
Brezinkaı, Junior, School of Fine Arts, Graphic Design B 
F A; Macy E. Eigen, Juniorm Education & Human Ser-
vice Pro, Psychology B A Sc; Mr Jordan A. Gruenes, 
Junior, UMD-Swnson College of Science & Engineer-
ing, Pre Chemical Engineering; Alyssa Heuring, Se-
nior, Education & Human Service Pro, Social Work B S 
W; Ms Mikayla G Hiltner, Senior, Education & Human 
Service Pro, Integr Elem & Spec Ed B A Sc; Logan G. 
Lahr, Senior, UMD-Swenson Collegeof Science & En-
gineering, Mechanicl Engineering B S M E; Megan R. 
Nelson, Sophomore, Education & Human Service Pro, 
Pre Communication Sci/Disorder; Jonathan D. Novak, 
Junior, UMD-Swenson College of Science & Engineer-
ing, Mechanical Engineering B S M E; and Miss Ellie M. 
Schwartz, Junior, Education & Human Service Pro, Pre 
Social Work.

GREAT NORTHERN 
UNCLAIMED FREIGHT. Fur-
niture, army surplus, tools. 
923 South Benton Drive, Sauk 
Rapids, MN. 320-251-2818.
________________________

Asphalt/Blacktopping

Automotive

Computers

Farm Supplies

Gunsmith

Furniture

Landscaping Supplies

Outdoor Furnaces

Lawn Care

Office/Retail For Rent

Seniors

MNA Classifieds
Announcements

INVESTIGATE BEFORE YOU 
INVEST! Midwest Free Commu-
nity Paper Association does not 
knowingly accept fraudulent or 
deceptive advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to thoroughly in-
vestigate all classifieds and other 
ads which require an investment. 
(MCN)

Auction

WRIGHTZ AUCTION CO. (PRE-
VIOUSLY GILBERT’S) MACHIN-
ERY CONSIGNMENT SALE, 
AUGUST 3RD, 9 AM. Consign 
Early for Complete Advertising. 
No Small Items, Tires after July 
24. CONSIGN TODAY, 641-398-
2218, Hwy 218, Floyd, IA, www.
wrightzauctionco.com. (MCN)

Automotives

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHAR-
ITY. Receive maximum value of 
write off for your taxes. Running or 
not! All conditions accepted. Free 
pickup. Call for details. 855-752-
6680 (MCN)

_______________

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK 
TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. 
Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax Deduct-
ible, Free Towing, All Paperwork 
Taken Care Of. CALL 1-855-977-
7030 (MCN)

_______________

CASH FOR CARS: We Buy 
Any Condition Vehicle, 2002 
and Newer. Competitive Offer! 
Nationwide FREE Pick Up! Call 
Now For a Free Quote! 888-366-
5659(MCN)

Business Opportunities

COMPUTER & IT TRAINING 
PROGRAM! Train ONLINE to get 
the skills to become a Computer 
& Help Desk Professional now! 
Grants and Scholarships available 
for certain programs for qualified 

applicants. Call CTI for details! 
855-960-0997 (M-F 8am-6pm ET) 
(MCN)

Cable/ Internet

BEST SATELLITE TV with 2 Year 
Price Guarantee! $59.99/mo with 
190 channels and 3 months free 
premium movie channels! Free 
next day installation! Call 855-824-
1258. (MCN)

_______________

DIRECTV - Switch and Save! 
$39.99/month. Select All-Included 
Package. 155 Channels. 1000s of 
Shows/Movies On Demand. FREE 
Genie HD DVR Upgrade. Pre-
mium movie channels, FREE for 3 
mos! Call 1-844-245-2232. (MCN)

_______________

Earthlink High Speed Internet. 
As Low As $14.95/month (for 
the first 3 months.) Reliable High 
Speed. Fiber Optic Technology. 
Stream Videos, Music and More! 
Call Earthlink Today 1-855-679-
7096 (MCN)

_______________

High-Speed Internet. We in-
stantly compare speed, pricing, 
availability to find the best service 
for your needs. Starting at $39.99/
month! Quickly compare offers 
from top providers. Call 1-855-
399-9295 (MCN)

_______________

DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Chan-
nels + $14.95 Hig Speed Internet. 
Free Installation, Smart HD DVR 
Included, Free Voice Remote. 
Some restrictions apply. 1-844-
316-8876. (MCN)

Financial

Over $10K in Debt? Be debt free 
in 24 to 48 months. No upfront 
fees to enroll. A+ BBB rated. Call 
National Debt Relief 855-995-
1557. (MCN)

Health & Medical

Stay in your home longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In 
Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 
off, including a free toilet, and a 
lifetime warranty on the tub and 
installation! Call us at 1-855-372-
3080 or visit www.walkintubquote.
com/midwest (MCN)

_______________

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 350 plus 
procedures. Real dental insur-
ance- NOT just a discount plan. 
Do not wait! Call now! Get your 
FREE Dental Information Kit with 
all the details! 1-855-973-9175 
www.dental50plus.com/midwest 
#6258. (MCN)

_______________

Portable Oxygen Concentrator 
May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mo-
bility with the compact design and 
long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 844-716-
2411. (MCN)

_______________

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for 
$99. 100 pills for $150. FREE 
shipping. Money back guaranteed! 
1-866-306-9928 (MCN)

_______________

Lung Cancer? Asbestos expo-
sure in industrial, construction, 
manufacturing jobs, or military 
may be the cause. Family in the 
home were also exposed. Call 
1-866-795-3684 or email cancer@
breakinginjurynews.com. $30 
billion is set aside for asbestos 
victims with cancer. Valuable set-
tlement moneys may not require 
filing a lawsuit. (MCN)

Income Opportunites

NEW AUTHORS WANTED! Page 
Publishing will help you self-pub-
lish your own book. FREE author 
submission kit! Limited offer! Why 

wait? Call now: 855-623-8796 
(MCN)

_______________

Become a published author! 
Publications sold at all major 
secular & specialty Christian 
bookstores. CALL Christian Faith 
Publishing for your FREE author 
submission kit. 1-888-981-5761. 
(MCN)

Miscelleanous

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. 
EASY, ONE DAY updates! We 
specialize in safe bathing. Grab 
bars, no slip flooring & seated 
showers. Call for a free in-home 
consultation: 855-836-2250 
(MCN)

_______________

SAVE BIG on HOME INSUR-
ANCE! Compare 20 A-rated in-
surances companies. Let us do 
the shopping & save you time & 
money. Get a quote within min-
utes. Average savings of $444/
year! Call 855-697-1892. (M-F 
8am-8pm Central). (MCN)

_______________

Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE Le-
afFilter estimate today. 15% off 
Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts. Call 1-855-577-
1268. Promo Code 285. (MCN)

Want To Buy

Need some cash! Sell us your 
unwanted gold, jewelry, watches 
& diamonds. Call GOLD GEEK 
1-866-274-7898 or visit www. 
GetGoldGeek.com/midwest BBB 
A Plus Rated. Request your 100 
Percent FREE, no risk, no strings 
attached appraisal kit. Call today! 
(MCN)

Land  For Sale

SCENIC 40 ACRES. For sale 
in Sherburne County. Pictur-
esque setting. High, build-
able land with a canoeing & 
recreation pond northwest of 
Becker. Looking at all offers. 
84 acres of hunting land in 
Nashwauk, MN $89,900. Call 
Steve Hansen, King of Farm 
Sales. Re/Max Results. 320-
241-0905.
________________________

House Rental

HOUSE RENTAL. 3BR, 1 BA  
house on 5 acres in Big Lake. 
$1350/mo. rent plus $1350 
damage deposit. 763-548-
4501.
________________________

GARAGE SALE. Furniture, 
electric smokers, bikes, uni-
versal gym, sports equip-
ment, decor/seasonal MUCH 
more...12617 Rolling Ridge 
Road, Becker. JULY 10 Fri/
Sat 8 to 5.
________________________

Garage Sale

     Starting with our first issue July 3 of Patriot will be delivered        
      through the US Post Office to the following Zip Codes:

   55308, 55309, 55319 and 55320

  The drop sites you can get a paper from are:
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Big Lake News

BOOK YOUR ORDER TODAY!

Call Paul or Bryan for FREE Estimates
117th Avenue, Milaca

(north end of Milaca off Central Ave)

SUMMER
$PECIAL$

Providing Quality Building 
Supplies at Affordable Prices

Since 1974

Call today for price information

320-983-6304 • 1-800-818-1846

LATCHAM-LIND LUMBER &
POST FRAME BUILDINGS

Become a respite volunteer
Visit older adults a few hours a week

Earn a monthly living allowance
 

PAID VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

To learn more contact 
Barb Alsleben 321.221.3747 OR 
Barbara.Alsleben@lssmn.org

By Bill Morgan, 
Staff Writer

Last Wednesday’s Big 
Lake City Council meeting 
featured a PUD concept plan 
review for Avalon Estates, 
2020 streets and utilities proj-
ects, organizational structure 
amendments, a COVID-
19 preparedness plan and 
monthly department reports.

Also, two people used 
open forum to express them-
selves in regards to the recent 
BLM protest.

Avalon Estates
Consultant Planner, 

Kevin Shay presented a PUD 
concept plan for Avalon Es-
tates to develop residential 
structures on 57 acres of prop-
erty west of Highland Ave.

Shay said the planning 
commission reviewed the 
concept plan at their regular-
ly-scheduled meeting June 
17 and provided general feed-
back to the applicant (Knae-
ble, Shannon & Anderson 
Trust) regarding the layout 
of the development, the park 
areas, the proposed uses and 
the number of units.

Shay said the existing 
land is currently vacant agri-
cultural land with zero struc-
tures on the site. The parcel 
lies directly south of Blacks 
Lake and west of Big Lake.

The application for a res-
idential development will in-
clude patio twin homes, quad 
townhouses and an apartment 
building. It is proposed to in-
clude 106 unites broken down 
into 32 patio homes, 32 quad 
townhouses and 42 apartment 
units.

Shay says the parcel is 
currently zoned agricultural 
by the city with a shore land 
overlay from multiple lakes. 
The applicant is requesting a 
rezoning to assign PUD zon-
ing for the site.

James Bedell of the 
DNR had two concerns in 
the concept plan, including 
a variance is needed if the 
apartment complex is to be a 

three-story structure since the 
City of Big Lake has a shore 
land ordinance saying struc-
tures cannot exceed a height 
of 25 feet and the three-story 
building may not meet that 
restriction.

Also, Bedell said the 
alignment of Highland Ave. 
in the southeast portion of the 
development puts the road in 
the shore impact zone. This 
zone is most sensitive for 
maintaining water quality. 
Bedell and the DNR recom-
mends minimizing the road-
way as much as possible out 
of the shore impact zone.

Shay said the applicant 
will take all comments under 
advisement as they prepare a 
formal submittal.

2020 Street Projects
Layne Otteson, city en-

gineer and public works di-
rector, said street and utility 
work was to be included with 
the 2020 Street Improvement 
Project ST 2020-1. 

However, since that 
project has been delayed, the 
work needs to take place this 
year so it doesn’t continue to 
negatively impact operations 
and maintenance of streets, 
sewer collection, and water 
distribution systems.

Otteson says the sub-
standard condition of several 
manholes and catch basins 
are liabilities and can cause 
thousands of dollars of dam-
age to snow plow equipment. 
Otteson provided council 
with an engineering report  
that reviews and combines 
the various needs across the 
city into one project to save 
money and reduce risk expo-
sure.

Otteson says the streets 
are 20 to 30 years old. Mul-
tiple streets have begun to 
have localized deterioration. 
The size of the repairs needed 
is beyond public works ca-
pabilities and budget. These 
repairs will prolong street 
life and prepare for future 
sealcoat maintenance. Spot 
patching will be dependent 

upon available budget. 
The streets identified by 

Otteson include:
• Euclid Ave;
• Lakeshore Dr & Hi-

awatha Ave;
• Highline Drive;
• Kilbirnie Dr and Ster-

ling Dr area.
Concrete curbing, catch 

basins and manholes need to 
be repaired throughout the 
city as they are hazards to the 
public and city snow plow 
equipment. Staff has iden-
tified specific infrastructure 
that should be repaired so that 
snow plows and private prop-
erty is not damaged. There 
are also several sinkholes 
next to catch basins requiring 
structure repair and pavement 
patching. A culvert pipe at 
Brom Lane and Tarrytown 
Road has heaved and needs 
adjustment to drain properly. 

Otteson says this work is 
beyond public works’ capa-
bilities.

This work will be funded 
with Street Maintenance Cap-
ital Improvement Fund 196.

Otteson says a segment 

of sidewalk adjacent along 
Minnesota Ave. is missing. 
This is adjacent to Indepen-
dence Elementary School and 
provides access to the Co. Rd. 
43 bike path. Otteson says the 
school has been very support-
ive of improving sidewalks 
along Minnesota Ave. The 
accesses to McDowall Park 
trail system are non-compli-
ant. This project will upgrade 
three access points on state 
aid routes to meet ADA re-
quirements.

Otteson says a 12” trunk 
watermain on Co. Rd. 81 has 
been out of service for over 
a year. This is a large pipe 
providing redundant water 
service to the western most 
neighborhoods of the city. 
Otteson says it is critical to 
get this back on line. 

The break is located in a 
wet, low spot which is expen-
sive to repair due to pipe size, 
county road and dewatering. 
Otteson stressed this should 
be top priority for the city.

Water services on Mount 
Curve have been freezing in 
certain years since 2012 when 

the city rebuilt the street and 
installed storm sewer. Insu-
lating the services in the street 
pavement area should signifi-
cantly reduce service freeze 
ups. This work will be funded 
with the Water Capital Im-
provement Fund 399.

The estimated cost asso-
ciated with the improvements 
is approximately $171,000. 
Otteson says the construction 
costs will be closely watched 
by staff to stay within budget. 
All engineering, inspection 
and administration will be 
performed by city staff.

New Job Descriptions
City Administrator Clay 

Wilfahrt asked council to ap-
prove job description updates 
for  community development 
director, city engineer/utilities 
manager, and the streets and 
parks superintendent.

In January of 2020, the 
city underwent some signifi-
cant organizational changes. 
Wilfahrt  says in large part, 
these changes are going very 
well, however staff has iden-
tified a change that would be 
more beneficial for the orga-
nization as a whole.

Wilfahrt says part of the 
initial reorganization was to 
combine the public works 
director and city engineer 
position. Over the initial six 
months of this change, the de-
mands on that position have 
become overwhelming. Be-
tween developments requir-
ing engineering work, and 
duties in public works like 
the parking kiosk, the city en-
gineer’s time has been spread 
very thin. The city has been 
required to hire consultant 
engineers on some projects 
as a result, and not all of the 
engineering goals are being 
completed as a result. This is 
not a problem of employee 
performance, but rather of 
workload. Staff has worked 
with the personnel commit-
tee to discuss options and 
develop a proposed solution.

The change will have the 
city engineer/utilities man-

ager move down one pay 
grade, but the community de-
velopment director will move 
up one pay step. This will not 
have a short term impact on 
the budget, and long term it 
will have a slight payroll sav-
ings.

COVID 19 
Preparedness Plan
Wilfahrt said the gover-

nor’s executive order requires 
that the city adopt a COVID 
19 plan for workplace safety 
and to reduce the spread of 
the disease. 

Wilfahrt attached a draft 
of the plan for council to re-
view. 

Wilfahrt said the city 
attorney made some edits 
which will be included in the 
final version of the plan that 
was available at the meeting. 
The provisions in this plan are 
largely required by the Gov-
ernor’s executive order, and 
having the plan is mandated 
as well.

Department Reports
Deb Wegeleben gave a 

finance report, while Greg 
Zurbey reported on the liquor 
store.

Hanna Klimmek con-
cluded with a report on com-
munity development.

Open Forum
Terry Dickinson and 

Becca Renslow, supporters 
of Black Lives Matters and 
the recent protest, spoke to 
council during open forum. 
Dickinson wanted to know 
who and how many council 
members attended the BLM 
protest — which Mayor Mike 
Wallen said “none.” She 
began asking questions but 
was told council is not to con-
duct an exchange with guests 
during open forum.

Renslow told council she 
was interested in looking for 
funding opportunities to help 
with social work, domestic 
assault problems and drug 
issues.

BECCA RESNLOW was one of two speakewrs during 
open forum last Wednesday in Big Lake. (Photo by Bill Mor-
gan).

Avalon Estates in early development with City of Big Lake

jewelry items made from gui-
tar strings. They are out of St. 
Cloud. Noah’s Lawn & Gar-
den Decor featured birdhouses 
and carvings at modest prices.

Zouy Cards promoted 
3-D, pop-up greeting cards 
and Great Harvest Bread had 
a booth of delectable loaves, 
cookies and scones.

Tina Peterson of the 
BLPD “manned” the police 
booth where she answered 
any questions citizens had and 
greeted newcomers.

Mavki Produce of Fores-
ton, MN was selling salsa, 
chalk boards, zucchini, and 
hand-made cutting boards.

Jackie Wisherd and 
her husband Dale of Big 
Lake were selling unique 
birdhouses, stands and cus-
tom-painted lawn items. 
Many of their birdhouses 
were painted in color schemes 
according to local sports teams 
like the Vikings, Twins and 
Wild.

Trudy of Trudy’s Home-
made Favorites sold breads, 
beets, pickles and jam at her 
booth and Becky’s Bars & 
Potions had a table promoting 
Young Living Oils.

Another well visited 
booth was Specialty Jams that 
sold apple butter, strawberries, 
beets, salsa, relish and pickles.

Big Lake’s Farmer’s 
Market is a treat for residents 
of Big Lake and the variety of 
goods is outstanding. Don’t 
miss out!

Next Week
See our article on the 

Becker Farmer’s Market in 
next week’s Patriot.

TRUDY OF TRUDY’S HOMEMADE FAVORITES 
(L) helped a customer at the Big Lake Farmer’s Market last 
week. (Photos by Bill Morgan).

MARKET from page 1

IRA HAYES (R) and his girlfriend singer, Amera Ab-
delrehem (L) entertained the crowds at last week’s Big Lake 
Farmer’s Market. (Photos by Bill Morgan).

MINNCO CREDIT UNION held a ribbon-cutting ceremony last Friday to announce 
their official opening of their new business in Big Lake. On hand were dozens of employees, 
city personnel and chamber members to assist in the cutting. Front row, left to right: Hanna 
Klimmek, Community Development Director (City), Corrie Scott, Recreation & Communica-
tions Coordinator (City), Doug Hallstrom, Minnco Credit Union CEO, Yvonne Blum, Minnco 
Credit Union Branch Manager, Deb Wegeleben, Finance Director (City) and Rose Johnson, 
Council Member. Back row, left to right: Clay Wilfahrt, City Administrator, Scott Zettervall, 
Council Member, Mike Wallen, Mayor, Paul Knier, Council Member, Joel Scharf, Chief of 
Police and Matt Hayen, Deputy Chief of Police. (Photo by Bill Morgan).

AFTER HOURS.  (Left 
to right) Kevin Thompson, 
DATASuccess; retiring 
Big Lake Schools Superin-
tendent Steve Westerberg; 
Big Lake Chamber Execu-
tive Director Gloria Vande 
Brake; Dr. Scott Schulz, 
Great River Spine & Sport; 
Tim Suchy, Edward Jones; 
Dan McElwee, St. Croix 
Valley Insurance; and Becky 
Jacobs, Northstar Technol-
ogy Solutions.  Later, Donna 
Clarksean of Old National 
Bank joined the group. 
(Photo by Bill Morgan).



Becker Pizza Depot
The Area’s Best Pizza -- Ask Anyone!

14281 Bank Street, Becker • 763-262-2700
www.BeckerPizzaDepot.com • Facebook: Pizza Depot

Order Online!

Church DirectoryChurch Directory

1st St, Becker  (763) 262-2500

Trouble-Free
Nationwide
Trucking

Todd & Barb Potter - Owners

13000 Sherburne Ave • Becker, MN 55308
763-262-5850 • 1-800-755-3143

www.TJPotterTrucking.com

SPONSORED BY: SPONSORED BY:

RYAN HUBBARD
763-263-8334 

RESIDENTIAL  • COMMERCIAL - AGRICULTURAL

8852 Cty Rd 23
Becker, MN 

Phone:
763.261.5656

Free Loaners ~ Free Estimates 
~ Honest Work

Ralph du Monceaux, Owner

763-261-5656
Ralph’s

Auto Body

Church Directory

www.HallerRealtyHomes.com
KYLE HALLER
320-266-4567

Becker Office 12908-1st Street, Becker

6715 125th Ave - Clear Lake, MN
320.743.2387 • Cell: 320.290.9843

Scott & Tonia Ulsby

763-262-1454
Becker, MN

763-452-2500
Big Lake, MN

320-743-2204
Clear Lake, MN

FUNERAL HOME • CREMATION SERVICES
www.williamsdingmann.com

FAMILY FUNERAL HOMES

763-262-4237

M-F
8AM-

4:30PM

Owner: Chad Schwintek
13050 1st Street Becker, MN 55308

763-218-1293
www.bogart-pederson.com

Bogart, Pederson 
& Associates Inc.

SURVEYING & 
ENGINEERING

16455 122nd St Becker MN 55308

763-263-9471Becker, MN 763-333-5588

  • BECKER
Grace Lutheran Church (LCMS)
David M. Johnson, Pastor 763-262-7782. Sunday 
Worship 9 am, Sunday School, Education Hour 
10:30 am, Wed. J.U.M.P. 6pm. Hwy 10, turn 
onto Edgewood Street (near Hwy 25 N exit), 1/4 
mile on left.
Becker Baptist Church 763-261-4202. Pastor 
Rob Olsen, Associate Pastor Nathan Bucher, 
Youth Pastor Kevin Drehmel
Co-ordinator of Visitation & Ministry to Seniors 
Jo Moyer, 
Director of Ministry to Children & Families Amy 
Drehmel 
11951 Hancock Street, Becker, MN
Sunday worship service live online at 10:30 am
Wednesday youth service live online at 2:00 pm
Children’s storytime online Tuesdays & Thurs-
days at 2:00 pm
Visit our website more information:  www.beck-
erbaptist.org
Becker Evangelical Free Church Located at 
Becker High School. Patrick Drury, Senior Pastor 
763-261-4125. Chris Salvevold, Pastor of Youth 
Ministries. www.beckerfreechurch.org. Office: 
11373 150th Ave SE. Sunday Worship: Becker 
High School, Worship/ Teaching/Fellowship for 
all ages 10am Sunday school for ages birth-adult 
during school year. Wed night kids ministries 
ages K-5. His Kids for K-3 boys & girls, Gym 
45 for 4th & 5th grade boys & G.I.R.L.S. Group 
for 4th & 5th grade girls. ELEVATE for 6-12th 
grade students. 
Church of Mary of the Visitation
Father Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 12100 
Sherburne Ave, Becker, 440 Lake St N, Big 
Lake. Mass: Sat: 5pm, Sunday: 8:30 am & 10:30 
am. Mass Location Rotation: 1st, 3rd & 5th Sun-
day of the month, all Masses will be at Becker 
location. 2nd & 4th Sunday of the month, all 
Masses will be at Big Lake location.
Faith (Becker) Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
Pastor Yolanda Denson-Byers, 11755 Sherburne 
Ave, Becker. Sundays Worship at 9:30 am (Holy 
Communion on 1st & 3rd Sundays) Nursery pro-
vided Sunday school at 10:00 am, Refreshments 
& fellowship at 10:30 am. Wednesday 5:15 5th 
& 6th Grade “Grapple”, 6:30 7th – 9th grade 
confirmation, 7:30 Youth Group. Bible Study: 
Wednesday 9:30 am. 763-261-5751.   
Oakwood Community Church Assemblies of 
God Senior Pastor Gerry Bass & Sarah www.
oakwoodccbecker.org Services: Sunday Adult 
Bible Study Class 9:00 am, Children’s Sunday 
School Class 9:00am, Worship Service 10:00 
am, Children’s Church 10:45 am, Wednesday 
Night: Royal Rangers & Missionettes (Nurs-
ery-6th grade) 7-8:30 pm, Youth Group (7th to 
12th grade) 7:-8:30 pm, Adult Bible Study 7-8:30 
pm. Location: 13140 1st St., Becker (in SW cor-
ner of Becker Furniture World) 763-220-6004.
Snake River Free Mission Church Sunday 
Worship & Sunday School 10:30 am. Hymn Sing 
Second Sunday every other month 4:30 pm.  Pas-
tor Steve Johnston. 5mi N of Hwy 10 on Cty Rd 
11, then 1.5 mi E on Cty Rd 4, 3/4 mi. N on 180th 
St. 612-219-8648.
Becker Christian Center & Abundant Grace 
Church Ken Hanson, Pastor 763-262-2177, 
15455 59th St SE, Becker, 6 mi N Junction 23 & 
16. Praise & Worship 9:30 am Sunday; Wednes-
day 7 pm all family growth fellowship.
Beacon House of Prayer 12264 Pleasant Ave. 
Becker. Worship Thursday 6:30 pm. Pastors 
Brian & Linda Holmes. 763-263-3771.

Maranatha Baptist Church Pastor Glenn Mc-
Carver. Sunday School 10 am, Worship 11 am. 
Wednesday Prayer Service 7 pm. 763-262-1571.
Free Grace United Kevin Wilson, 763-245-
0001. Meets Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. at Peb-
ble Creek Golf Course, 14000 Clubhouse Ln, 
Becker.

• BIG LAKE
ACTS Seventh-Day Adventists Community 
Church 763-263-2287, Pastor Bill Nixon, 20455 
187th Ave NW, Big Lake, Sat. 9 am Worship, 
Saturday. Sabbath School 10:15am.
Bethany Bible Church 511 Eagle Lake Road, 
Big Lake, 763-263-2167, Sunday school: 9 am, 
Worship 10 am.
Bridgeview Assemby of God Pastor Steve 
Royalty, Service Times: 763-263-6274, 10 am 
Sunday morning, 6:30 pm Wednesday evening, 
www.bridgeviewchurch.org
Community Covenant Church (SVEA) Pastor 
Dan Mutter, 763-263-6322, Cty. Rd. 15, 6 miles 
north of Hwy. 10 Worship, 10:30 am, nursey 
provided.
Cornerstone Baptist Church Pastor Gordon 
Langdon, 763-263-7878, 15300 Co. Rd. 35, 
Hwy. 10E, N. on Co. Rd. 15, N. on Co. Rd. 35, 
1/2 mi. on left.
Hope Lutheran Church (ELCA) in Orrock 
Pastor Steve Seiffert, www.hopeintherefuge.
weebly.com, 612-788-4349 or 763-263-7990 
(LM) 8 mi. N. of Big Lake or 7 mi. W. of Zim-
merman or 12 mi. NE of Becker Cty. Rd. 4.
IFLESIA AMOR VIVIENTE 
Living Love Church 221 Lake St N, Big Lake, 
Saturday 6 pm. 763-607-5403, Juan & Patricia 
Aguayo-Pastores, juan.aguayo@amorviviente.
com.
Lord of Glory Lutheran Church 4 miles E of 
Big Lake, off Hwy 10 & CR 15, 763-263-3090, 
Pastor Marty Mably, Sundays: 8 & 10:30 am 
Worship.
Riverside Church Phone: 763-263-2410; Hwy 
25 & Cty Rd 14, Big Lake. Schedule: 8:45 am, 
10:30 am & 12:05 pm. Info @ www.MyRiver-
sideChurch.com
Saron Lutheran Church 311 Lake St. S (Hwy 
25), Big Lake, 763-263-2209, www.saron.org. 
Pastor Kyle Sidlo, Worship Sundays, 8:45 am, 
Contemporary 10:30 am, Sunday School 10:30 
am.

• SANTIAGO
South Santiago Lutheran Church ELCA 
Angela LaMoore, Pastor, Hollie Holt-Woehl, 
Pastor,  14675- 37th St, Clear Lake, MN 55319,  
763-662-2048. Sunday Worship at 8 am & 10 
am. Kingdom Kids at 9 am  on Sunday. Con-
firmation (7-9) on Wednesday evenings at 6:30 
pm., with worship at 7:30p.m.
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church E.L.S & 
Princeton Evangelical School Timothy Zenda, 
Pastor. (3 mi E of Cty 11, Santiago on Cty Rd 
3). Sunday: Sunday School & Bible Class 10:30 
am, Divine Worship 9 am. Holy Communion on 
1st & 3rd Sunday.
Glendorado Lutheran (ELCA,
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church (ELCA). 
Pastor Shari Routh 920-573-0193. Church office 
763-662-2241. Sun day Good Shepherd Worship 
9 am, Glendorado Worship 10:30 am.
Gethsemane Church (ELCA) Ronneby. Pastor 
Barbara Peterson 320-983-5002. Sunday Wor-
ship 10 am.
Glendorado Evangelical Country Church Pas-

tor Sam Alfano. Sunday School 9:30 am; Wor-
ship Service 10:30 am, 3rd Sunday of each mo. 6 
pm Singspiration Public Invited. Wed. Awana & 
Bible Study 7-8 pm for all ages.

• CLEAR LAKE
Living Waters Church Pastor Mark Stahl 320-
292-0250. Sunday morning worship at 10 am 
(Children’s Church provided). Wednesday Bible 
Study at 6:30 pm (Fellowship Meal at 5:30 pm). 
7830 Church St. P.O. Box 26, Clear Lake. lw-
churchus@outlook.com web: www.livingwaters.
us
Trinity Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 
George Sagissor III, Pastor  320-743-2919. Sun-
day Worship 8:45 am; Sunday School 9:45 am,  
Adult Bible Class. 
St. Marcus Catholic Church Fr. Joseph Bac-
kowski 320-743-2481. Mass: Saturdays 5 pm. 
(year-round) Sunday: Jan -Jun 8 am, July -Dec 
10 am; Confessions: Saturday 4:15 pm. 8701 
Main Avenue, P.O. Box 237, Clear Lake, MN 
55319.

• DUELM
St. Lawrence Church Father Joseph Backow-
ski. Mass: Jan - June, Sunday 10 am,  July - Dec 
8 am. Reconciliation: 7:15 am when Mass begins 
at 8 am & will follo w after Mass at 10 am.
320-968-7502 or 320-743-2481.
St_Lawrence@victorcc.net 

• CLEARWATER 
Clearwater United Methodist Church 405 
Main St, Clearwater 320-558-2581. Pastor Ken 
Felska. Sunday Traditional Worship 8:30 am 
forministry.com/usmnumetccumcc. 
Freedom Bible Church Old Clearwater Post 
Office. 605 Lime St 9:30 am & 6 pm Sundays 
-Bible Study; 10:45 am Sundays - Worship Ser-
vice; 7 pm Wednesday - Bible Study.
Rejoice Lutheran Church - ELCA 1155 Cty 
Rd 75, Clearwater. Pastor: Jim Bump 320-558-
6851. Wednesday night Worship 7:30 pm. Sun-
day Worship at 9:30 am, 10:30 am Fellowship. 
Sunday School, Adult Ed, Cappuccino Bible 
Study (Jr. & Sr. High) www.rejoicelutheran-
church. org 
Church of St. Luke 17545 Huber Ave. NW 
Clearwater. Fr. Dennis Backer, Pastor 320-
558-2124 Weekend Mass 5pm Sat 8 & 10 am 
Sunday Weekday Mass: Tuesday – Friday 8 am; 
Sat 9 am. Reconciliation avail 45 min prior to 
all Masses. Holy Days as announced. churchof-
stlukes.com
Tri-County Alliance Church 8464 160th St 
NW Clearwater (Cty Rd 104 & Hwy 24) 320-
558-2750 Pastor David Fogal Sunday School 9 
am Worship Service 10:30 am Wednesday Bible 
Adventure (kids) 6-7:30 pm Wednesday Youth 
(Gr. 6-8) 6-7:40 pm Wednesday Youth (Gr. 
9-12) 7:20-9 pm. tcachurch.com        

•MAPLE LAKE
Silver Creek Community Church Pastor Zach 
Pryor. 4282 114th St. NW,  Maple Lake,  55358 
(Co. Rds. 8 & 143 in Silver Creek) Ph. 320-963-
3957. www.silvercreekcommunitychurch.com. 
Sunday Worship 9 am, 10 am Fellowship, 10:30  
am Sunday School. Tuesday 5 pm Bible study 
@ In Hot Water. Wednesday  9 am Bible study 
@Irish Blessings,   6:15 Youth Group supper/
meeting. 

Located at the corner of Hwy. 10 & Co. Rd. 11
763-262-0080

Monday-Friday
 7:30am-5:30pm

763-262-5050 • 13034 1st St SE, Becker
beckercollision.com

LUPULIN BREWING CO.
MICROBREWERY & TAP ROOM

570 HUMBOLDT DRIVE, SUITE 107
LUPULINBREWING.COM

Strengthening the fabric of our community.

Big Lake 19943 Co. Rd. 43 NW - 763-262-3661

oldnational.com Member FDIC

763-295-2918

Funeral & Cremation Service
805 Main St. NW, Elk River, MN 
763-441-1212 • Fax 763-241-1194

763-295-2918
250 East Broadway, 

Monticello, MN  55362

Tim Suchy, AAMS & CRPC®

Financial Advisor
763-262-9988

24 
HOUR

Towing & recovery

19640 200th Ave., Big Lake

Great West Mechanical, INC.

plumbing & hvac
19740 200th Ave. NW, Big Lake

www.greatwestmech.com

KEN GEROUX CONSTRUCTION
C O R P O R A T I O N

Integrity • Excellence
Uncompromising Customer Satisfaction

Lic. #BC002757
Big Lake • 763-263-6878

Dr. Reed Dill 
& Dr. Laura Dill

FAMILY & COSMETIC DENTISTRY
290 EAGLE LAKE RD. N. BIG LAKE

763-263-3262 • WWW.CORNEROAKSDENTAL.COM

Kathy J. Nelson
(612) 219-8644

Becker Office: 12390 Sherburne Ave 
www.realtor-kathynelson.com

763- 262-6500
quality cars, trucks & vans

www.dansofbiglake.com

Becker 763-261-4200  |  Princeton 763-389-4099
Monticello 763-271-7177

www.sherburnestatebank.com

Your Hometown Bank

Sherburne
State Bank

Member 
FDIC

Jody Buesgens
612-812-5980

twistedsistertours@outlook.com

“GREAT OPTIONS FOR WINTER VACATIONS”

14068 Bank St., becker
(ACROSS FROM SHERBURNE STATE BANK)

Hours: Sun-Thurs 11am-9pm Fri & Sat 11am-10pm
763-275-0270

Pizza, Wings & MorePizza, Wings & More

This space 
can be yours!
763-275-0275

INSURANCE SPECIALISTS TEAM
Julie Evans, 
Agent/CWCA

763-244-3735
530 Jefferson Blvd., Big Lake • julie@istmn.com
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Summer Planning

StatePoint

If you are looking for 
new things to this summer 
do while staying home or 
social distancing, the Smith-
sonian’s National Museum of 
the American Indian has you 
covered.

The museum has lots 
of free content available for 
both adults and kids, includ-
ing digital learning tools for 
students of all ages and on-
line versions of many of its 
most popular exhibitions. 
Access to this content is 
through the museum’s 
website: AmericanIndian.
si.edu.

For Students
Native Knowledge 

360° (NK360°) is the muse-
um’s national education ini-
tiative to inspire and promote 
improvement of teaching and 
learning about American In-
dians. NK360° provides edu-
cational materials and teacher 
training that incorporate Na-
tive narratives, more compre-
hensive histories and accurate 
information to enlighten and 
inform teaching and learning 
about Native America. The 
initiative’s website has digi-
tal lessons for K-12 students, 
teacher guides, videos and 
websites. Several lessons are 
also available in Spanish.

Online Exhibitions
Many of the museum’s 

most popular exhibitions are 
available to explore online. 
“Americans“ shows how 
American Indians have been 
part of the nation’s iden-

tity since before the country 
began. Visitors can click on 
some familiar images and 
learn why images of Ameri-
can Indians are everywhere in 
our country.

The bilingual exhibition 
“The Great Inka Road: En-
gineering an Empire” exam-
ines why the Inka Road 

was built m o r e 
than 500 years ago, and how 
its construction—without the 
use of metal or iron, the wheel 
or stock animals to pull heavy 
loads—stands as one of the 
greatest engineering feats.

The exhibition “Infinity 
of Nations: Art and History 
in the Collections of the Na-
tional Museum of the Amer-
ican Indian,” which features 
some 700 works of Native 
art from throughout North, 
Central and South America, 
demonstrates the breadth of 
the museum’s collection and 
highlights the historic impor-
tance of many of these iconic 
objects.

“Developing Stories: 
Native Photographers in the 

Field“ is the museum’s new-
est exhibition. It features the 
work of two Native photo-
journalists who are using 
photography to break down 
stereotypes and portray sto-
ries that show the diversity 
and complexity of their con-
temporary lives.

Explore the 
Collections
Through its online 

search, visitors to the muse-
um’s website can learn more 
about the history of the mu-
seum’s holdings, which 
have their foundation in 
the collection largely as-
sembled by George Gus-
tav Heye, beginning in 

1897. The collection cur-
rently contains more than 

800,000 items from across 
the entire Western Hemi-
sphere. And for more from 
the collections, visit the mu-
seum’s new Google Arts & 
Culture website.

The museum’s online 
store offers an array of books 
for adults and kids, cards, 
CDs and DVDs. The best 
part? Your purchase helps to 
continue the museum’s im-
portant work.

You can also get more 
content from the museum 
by following it on Facebook, 
Twitter and Instagram.

Thanks to great online 
exhibitions, educational ma-
terials, and yes, even shop-
ping, you can spend this 
summer “visiting” an amaz-
ing museum from wherever 
you are.

Great online content can let you 
‘visit’ a museum this summer

StatePoint

Camping is always a 
great time, but especially 
when you’re well-equipped. 
Here’s what to take along 
with you on your next over-
night into the great outdoors:

• See better: Visibility 
is everything on the trail. So 
if you’re leaving the camp-
site for a hike or trek, it’s 
important to prep for a safe 
transition from day to night 
in the event you don’t 
make it back before 
nightfall. During the 
day, wear polar-
ized sunglasses to 
reduce glare and 
offer UV protec-
tion. Then, before 
the sun goes down, 
break out a light-
weight headlamp to 
illuminate your way.

• Support your trek: 
You can support your active 
outdoor activities with wear-
able tech. Whether you plan 
to hike, rock climb or canoe, 
the innovative design of 
Casio PRO TREK watches 
offer a range of features 
making them a good choice. 
The PRTB50 Series adds 
Bluetooth capabilities that 
enable data communication 
with a smartphone running 
the PRO TREK Connected 
app for the ultimate in ease 
of use, while the Quad Sen-

sor system packs a compass, 
altitude/barometer and tem-
perature measurements, 
along with an accelerometer 
tracking step count, into a 
compact configuration.

• Campfire entertain-
ment: Put a fresh spin on the 
traditional campfire sing-
along by bringing along a 
portable keyboard. With a 
Casiotone keyboard, you 

can sim-
ply 

g r a b 
the carrying handle, pop in 
six AA batteries and make 
music any time, anywhere. 
A Dance Music Mode fea-
ture divides the keyboard 
into different instrument 
sections like drums, bass 
and more. By playing dif-
ferent combinations of keys, 
you can create and instantly 
remix dance music using 50 
built-in styles, as well as fa-
miliar effects like stutter and 

filter.
• Great meals: Speak-

ing of the campfire, you 
only need a few simple tools 
to cook right over the open 
flame. With a portable grate, 
you can create a makeshift 
grill for burgers, hot dogs 
and other barbecue favor-
ites. Or simplify even fur-
ther by wrapping foods in 
aluminum foil and baking 
them directly in the flames. 
Remember, cooking under 
the stars doesn’t need to be 
boring, so be sure to bring 
your favorite herbs, spices 
and hot sauces to enhance 
that wood-fired flavor.

• Better sleep: To get 
recharged for another day 
of outdoor activity, make 
sure you have the right 

equipment for comfortable 
sleep. Place an air mattress 
under your sleeping bag for 
an additional layer between 
you and the hard ground. 
Many models these days 
have built-in pumps for 
quick set-up. As for the 
sleeping bag itself, be sure 
to check the temperature rat-
ing and ensure it matches the 
overnight weather forecast 
for your trip.

From sunrise to sunset, 
you can make sure every as-
pect of your camping trip is 
well-equipped to be the best 
one yet.

Get equipped for your 
best camping trip yet
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Becker News

Real Estate
YOUR LOCAL AGENTS — 

READY TO SERVE YOU AND YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS

Becker Office: 12390 Sherburne Ave • bhgallseasons.com • 763-262-1144 • Monticello Office: 520 Pine ST. 
ALL SEASONS

Amie Underberg
763.742.5732

Lisa Senger
612.991.8620

Kathy Nelson
612.219.8644

Kris Schwickerath
 763.370.9452

Stan Herkenhoff
612.219.8124

Stefanie Spillum
763.202.3029

Milissa Johnson 
320.266.7413

Many lots are available.
Open to all builders

Visit 
BoulderCrossing.com 

for more information 
and a virtual tour.

Have a Safe & Happy 4th!

Build Your 
Dream Home!

“Real estate cannot 
be lost or stolen, nor 

can it be carried away. 
Purchased with com-
mon sense, paid for in 
full, and managed with 
reasonable care, it is 

about the safest invest-
ment in the world.”

Franklin D. Roosevelt

www.EdinaRealty.com

GREATER CLEAR LAKE, 
CLEARWATER, BECKER 
AND BIG LAKE AREA

Call Today!
Premier 
Listing 
Specialists 
for...

• Waterfront
• Residential
• Acreage
• Hobby     
   Farms

If you’re 
thinking 

about selling 
— Don’t wait!

Ask about 
our proven 

results 
and WOW   

factor 
service. 

— Splinter 
Team

Jim Splinter 
Realtor®

320-980-0560

Ron Sherwood 
Realtor®

763-442-5949

Rick Seagraves 
Realtor®

320-282-5656

Nancy Loidolt 
Realtor®

651-235-3709

Patrick Splinter
Realtor®

320-282-5656

YOU WILL LOVE TO CALL THIS HOME!
New Listing in Clearwater Estates. 207 Cardinal Lane.  1 Story home. 3 BR with private 
master bath, oversized insulated and heated 3 stall garage.  Open floor plan, 10ft ceilings, 
amazing spacious kitchen with high-end finishes such as granite countertops. Recently 
added sun room with stone FP, vaulted ceiling and a bar. $299,900. MLS #: 5608543. 
Call Ron Sherwood 763-442-5949.

Have a safe 4th of July!

   Troy & Amity Felton
320-260-4201 / 320-267-4800
Don’t just list your home, get it SOLD with Troy and 
Amity. Trust the local experts to get the job done!

We especially want to say a 
special THANK YOU to all of 
our clients!  When one door 
closes, another one opens.  
Allow us to open the door 

for YOU, too.

Wishing everyone a Happy 4th of July! 

Connecting buyers and sellers since 2002.

13934 1ST SE, BECKER 763-261-9921

OFF SALE: STOP IN AND CHECK OUT
OUR WINE AND LIQUOR SPECIALS

NO MEAT RAFFLE FRI., JULY 3

OUR NEW HOURS ARE: 
SUN., MON., TUESDAY 11 AM - 10PM; 

WED., THURS., 11 AM - 1 AM; 
FRI., SAT., 10 AM - 1AM

Have a safe & happy 4th of July!

935 Clearwater Professional Building
((332200))  555588--22220011

Tues: 10:30 - 6:30 • Wed., Fri.: 8:30 - 4:30
ALSO: 1500 Northway Drive, St. Cloud

Member of American
Academy of Dental

Group Practice

“A Reason to
Smile!”

Jeff Flemming, DDS
Brent Deragisch, DDS

763-568-5558

DEBBIE’S CLEANING 
SERVICE, LLC

Buzz
Me

Homes • Offices • New Construction

“busy as a bee”

BUSINESS & 
professional 

services directory

Dental

Cleaning

Serving the Metro &
Surrounding Areas Since 1967

www.c-sblacktopping.com
Major Credit Cards accepted 

FREE ESTIMATES
aa  ““ggrreeeenn””  ppaavviinngg  ccoonnttrraaccttoorr

RESIDENTIAL COMMERCIAL
PAVING CONTRACTORS

763.428.2225

Asphalt

PETERSON -
GRIMSMO

250 East Broadway 
Monticello, MN 55362
763-295-2918

FUNERAL CHAPEL
Serving your community since 1933

Funeral

NEED PAVING?
WE’RE READY TO ROLL!
Custom Asphalt & Concrete 

Exclusive to the area
WHAT IS FIBER-MIX?

Omann Brothers has acquired the
best asphalt product on the market
that is more durable for driveways!

Delivering quality workmanship to 
residential & commercial for over 40 years. 

CALL TODAY FOR A 
FREE ESTIMATE!

Albertville, MN
763-497-8259

www.omanninc.com

CALL NOW
For our early bird season discount!

Paving
SOD

BECKER SOD
• Premium Kentucky Bluegrass

• Delivered, Installed or Pickup
CONVENIENT SELF-SERVE 

AT END OF DRIVEWAY
7162 165th Ave. SE, Becker
1 (763) 261-5363 or 
call 1-800-677-9356

www.beckersod.com

SodSod

dropped at a few sites lo-
cally for pick up. 

Online, the Patriot 
can be found at patriot-
newsmn.com, and through 
our presence on Facebook 
and Twitter (@Patriot-
NewsMN).

Remember, any great 
free local community news-
paper is only as good as its 
readership and its advertis-
ers. And that’s where you 
(our businesses and read-
ers) come in. Each week, 
the staff of the Patriot 
promises to publish a com-
munity-friendly newspaper 
that brings the local news 
to you. 

We welcome story 
ideas, letters to the editor, 
press releases and submit-
ted material. We want to 
hear what is going on and 
pass it along. We want to 
hear about your accom-
plishments and help cele-
brate that with a story or 
photo.

Businesses, we want 
you to know we support 
your enterprise and want 
to see you succeed. Your 
community wants you to 
succeed. All we ask is you 
consider the Patriot first 
when you are looking to 
publicize an event, a prod-
uct, a service or a job open-
ing. 

When you support 
your local community, 
your local community will 
support you.

Thank you for picking 
up this inaugural edition 
and reading it. We hope 
you enjoy this weekly and 
look forward to bringing 
you many more in the years 
to come.

PATRIOT from page 1

By Bill Morgan, 
Staff Writer

Due to the dry conditions, 
the City of Becker’s wells 
need your help.

The Water Dept. is re-
minding its citizens of the 
city’s watering regulations that 
have been in place since Me-
morial Day and will run until 
Labor Day.

No watering is allowed 
between 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Odd/Even 
Watering Days  
Residents with an address 

ending in an odd number such 
as 1, 3, 5, etc. shall sprinkle or 
irrigate only on odd numbered 
calendar days. Addresses end-
ing with an even number may 

only irrigate on even num-
bered calendar days.

Violation of this ordi-
nance will result in fines.

Residents are encouraged 
to see the city website(www.
ci.becker.mn.us/) or contact 
the water department at 763-
262-4331 or water@ci.becker.
mn.us for more information.

Heavy water usage, due 
to lawn irrigation, causes dras-
tic increases in well run time.  
Increased well run time could 
result in well failure and wa-
tering bans.  Please check ones 
irrigation system and make 
sure one is in compliance with 
city watering regulations.  

City of Becker’s watering 
restrictions in force

By Bill Morgan, 
Staff Writer

The Becker Community 
Center is excited to be open 
again!

The BCC’s group fitness 
classes will be held in the great 
outdoors with a maximum ca-
pacity of 19 participants. At 
Kolbinger or City Park Shel-
ters, there will be a maximum 
capacity of nine participants. 
The BCC group fitness sched-
ule will be posted weekly.

Classes will be “reserva-
tion only”. Call the BCC  (763-
200-4271) up to 24 - hours in 
advance to reserve your spot in 
each class.

Review the fitness class 
guidelines on the BCC web-
site prior to class.www.beck-
ercommunitycenter.com. If 
no reservations are made by 
30-minutes prior to class time, 
the class will be cancelled.

The BCC opened their 
facility at 5 a.m., June 10. The 
community center is an ongo-
ing partnership between the 
staff and its members/guests. 
This partnership is more im-
portant than ever to assure they 
are providing a healthy and 
safe environment for every-
one. As they work on reopen-
ing and welcoming everyone 
back to their facility, staff 
asks everyone to be aware of 

changes that have been made 
to the operation of the facility 
to better accommodate for the 
guidelines for reopening.

Fitness
Most fitness equipment 

has been relocated to the 
gym. This has allowed staff 
to provide better spacing be-
tween equipment as well as 
the ability to increase capacity 
limits. As the BCC progresses, 
staff will look at adding more 
equipment to the space.

Space is limited to 20 
people at one time, so call in 
advance to make a reservation. 
Reservations are for one-hour 
time slots.  Reservations can 
be made 72 hours in advance 

for members, and 24 hours in 
advance for nonmembers.

Particiapants are asked 
to come dressed and ready to 
workout. Locker room space 
is limited to allow for social 
distancing, so staff would 
like to try and keep that space 
available for pool users.

Staff asks members to 
make sure to wipe down 
equipment before and after 
use. Members are also asked 
to bring their own water bottle.

Aquatics
Summer open swim 

hours (with a lifeguard on 
duty) are:

• Monday – Friday:  
Noon – 7:45 p.m.; 

• Saturdays: Noon – 5:45 
p.m.;

Summer lap swim hours 
- (18 years + ) are:

• Monday – Friday:  5 
a.m. – Noon;

• Saturdays:  8 a.m. – 
Noon

All swimmers must 
shower with soap and water 
prior to swimming. Pool is 
limited to 60 swimmers.

Spa is limited to three 
people. The sauna is closed. 
No tot swim and aqua classes 
will be offered at this time. 

Staff is currently working 
on outlining a schedule and of-
ferings for swim lessons.

Other News

Facility hours of opera-
tion are: 

• Monday – Friday 5 a.m. 
– 8 p.m .;

• Saturdays – 8 a.m. – 6 
p.m. 

• Sundays - Closed.
Food is not allowed to be 

brought into the facility.
Currently, staff are not 

proving the following:  
• Rentals for birthday par-

ties;
• Teddy Bear Junction;
• Rock climbing.
Library
The Library access is by 

appointment only. Call 763-
261-4454 to schedule an ap-
pointment.

Community Center opens its doors: Fitness classes now being offered!

to Minnesota, where he 
worked for a couple more 
sign companies.

He opened his first busi-
ness in Elk River in 1988, 
where he spent 10 years im-
mersing himself in the com-
munity, becoming a member 
of the Chamber of Commerce 
and creating numerous signs 
for the city, including the ones 
used for their annual parade.

Life suddenly changed 
drastically for Schmidt in 
2002 when he became a can-
cer survivor. His story is a bit 
different than most. Going to 
urgent care immediately after 
noticing blood in his urine, 
his cancer was discovered on 
a Tuesday, and by Thursday 
the doctors had already taken 
care of it. He’s had no reoc-
currences.

“Instead of chasing the 
almighty buck I started doing 
things a little differently after 
I became a cancer survivor,” 
he said. “It’s been 18 years 
now; my niece reminds me of 
it every year because I missed 
her wedding.”

Taking life a little easier, 
he changed careers and began 
working at resorts in Ely and 
Crane Lake. He didn’t give 
up sign making completely, 
however, and continued tak-
ing on projects as a side job.

With sign making still in 

his blood, in 2014 he moved 
back to his hometown, 
Becker, and opened Schmidt 
Sign & Design, which he 
continues to operate today.

Most of his work is local, 
although a couple of years 
ago he received a call from a 
resort owner he had worked 
for, asking him to create the 
graphics for the volunteer fire 
department’s new fire boat. 

His craft can be seen 
around the area, including 
City of Becker vehicles, Peb-
ble Creek Golf Course, H20 
Pro Company truck, Norm’s 
Farm Market, Peterson Potato 
Farm, and recently, Rebec-
ca’s Café on Hwy. 10. 

Schmidt offers both de-
sign of and creation of signs, 

mostly vinyl. Although rare 
today, he also offers hand let-

tering which he recently used 
for the design he painted on 
a vintage truck for Norm’s 
Farm Market.

“I had done their truck 
35 years ago,” said Schmidt. 
“Norm’s boys restored it and 
he told them they couldn’t 
use vinyl on it. I hadn’t hand 
lettered a sign for probably 
20 years but I still have my 
brushes, so I found a piece of 
glass and practiced for a cou-
ple weeks first.”

Schmidt is currently cre-
ating the new door sign for 
the Patriot’s offices. Contact 
him for sign and design needs 
at 218-235-0444. 

SCHMIDT from page 1

STEVE SCHMIDT stands by the sign he hand lettered 
onto Norm Johnson’s truck. (Submitted Photo)

ONE OF SCHMIDT’S completed projects, the Crane 
Lake Fire Dept.’s new fire and rescue boat. (Submitted 
Photo)
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www.MastersonStaffing.com

We can place you at your new and 
exciting job the very next day! Don’t wait!

We have many exciting opportunities available
to fit your busy lifestyle. Stop in: 266-33rd Ave S,
Suite 1, St. Cloud or call  320-253-3850, Monday

through Friday from 7:30am to 5pm to talk
about the jobs we have available.

www.MastersonStaffing.com

We can place you at your new and 
exciting job the very next day! Don’t wait!

We have many exciting opportunities available to fit your 
busy lifestyle. Stop in at 266-33rd Ave. S., Suite 1, St. Cloud, or 
call us at 320-253-3850, Monday through Friday from 7:30am 

to 5pm to talk about the jobs we have available.

NOW HIRING for Big Lake, Buffalo & 
surrounding area sites 

To apply online visit:
www.divinehouse.org or call (320) 231-2738

328 SW 5th Street, Willmar, MN 56201

Starting pay $13 and up for awake hours FT & PT with
afternoon/evening shifts. Asleep overnights $10/hr. Experience 

working with people with disabilities or background in medical field 
and supervisory experience helpful but not necessary. 

We believe that all people have the right to live and work in an environment 
which provides them with pride, self-respect, friendships, and the opportunity to 

achieve success while realizing that success is defined differently for everyone. We 
feel that our job is to offer friendship, security, and guidance to those we serve.

CDL Drivers Needed: Flatbed, Step deck, RGN 
OTR Dedicated positions open. Weekly guarantee.

Family Owned

LOCAL/REGIONAL DRIVERS WANTED

• $$ Year-round money. $$  • Home Weekends 
• Additional pay for any driver with experience. 
• 100% Pay & Benefits • 100% Paid Orientation 
• By the hour or 30% for Local • Additional Pay for Oversize 
• No cost to driver Insurance: Medical/Dental & Life 

available after 60 days
• 100% PAID • Paid Vacation & Holidays 
• OFFICE 763-441-0047 
• CELL 763-607-0724 
OR EMAIL KARL@NOVCO.NET 
OR APPLY ONLINE NOVCO.NET 

KIMBALL & ANNANDALE LOCATIONS
Mandatory Drug Testing is required.

Starting wage $18/hour.
Extensive benefit package available
after employee meets requirements.

WELDERS WELDERS 
NOW HIRING!

Day Shift M-F
6am-2:30pm

Call Kelly (Kimball) at 320-980-7427
Call Dave (Annandale) at 320-309-1769

Please call for further details
of duties and benefits. 
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Employment

DIRECT CARE POSITIONS AT
PARADIGM RESIDENTIAL SERVICES, INC.

No Experience required, try something new. 
Great opportunity for retired persons, students
 wanting to contribute in helping other people. 

◆ Working with individuals with Mental Health
 Issues and/or Brain Injury, Higher functioning.
◆  Starting Pay: $12.00 (benefits depending on hours).
 $500.00 sign on bonus.
◆  Locations: Buffalo, Monticello, Elk River, Anoka, Princeton,   
 Dayton, Champlin.
◆  Hours: Flexible Schedules: Evenings 3pm-10pm, Weekends: 
 Every Other Sat/Sun 7am-10pm, 8am-3pm, 3pm-10pm or
 (semi live in)Friday 3pm-Sun 3pm.Or will be creative to fit   
 your schedule.
◆ Apply on line www.paraserv.org, call for application
    763-401-1128 or email cyndi.vandenberg@paraserv.org                           
◆ Requirements: 18 yrs. or older, Driver’s License,
    Ability to pass a State Background Check.

• Days or Evenings • Vacation earned from DAY 1
• Competitive Wages • Extra Incentives paid for pickup shifts
• FREE single coverage health insurance for Qualifying Positions
• Dental and Vision insurance available
• On-Campus Wellness Center - Available to staff after 
   COVID-19 restrictions are lifted
APPLY TODAY and join our wonderful and caring TEAM!
Apply on-line at www.annandalecarecenter.org
OR email Sally for more info at sally.noyes@ahcsmn.org

NOW HIRING PT

Nursing Assistants
CITY OF CLEARWATER

ACCOUNTANT
The City of Clearwater, Mn is seeking applications for a FT Accountant.  This 

position will perform a variety of accounting functions, including A/P and 
A/R, payroll, audit preparation, and reconciling accounts.  In addition, the 
position will be responsible for office administrative duties.  Please see the 

city’s website for a full job description.  Minimum requirements include at least 
2 years of prior governmental accounting experience.  Prefer candidates with 
a degree in accounting and experience with Banyon accounting systems.  The 

position is full-time with benefits.  Wage range is $22.63 - $26.51/hour DOQ.  
Offers of employment are contingent upon a full background check.  Applica-

tions can be obtained by visiting www.clearwatercity.com  or call (320) 558-
2428.  Return applications to the City of Clearwater, PO Box 9, Clearwater, 
MN 55320 or email to asmythe@clearwatercity.com no later than 4:30 p.m. 

on Monday, July 20, 2020.  
City of Clearwater is an EEO/AA employer.

Cliff Viessman, Inc. 
is hiring full time reefer 
drivers in Paynesville, MN! 
$5,000 SIGN ON BONUS. 
Average driver makes $50,000/year or 
$.45/mile at this terminal. Benefit: 
• Health - single coverage <$98/month, family 
coverage is $520/month • Dental • Life • 401K 
(3% company match) • Profit Sharing - Over the last 5 years 
we have contributed 2-4% of employee earnings 
• Weekly Settlements  • Safety bonuses and more! 
Requirements: CDL, a good driving record and 6 months of experience for 
trucking school graduates or 1 year OTR.

Contact Andy at 800-967-2641 or apply online at  www.viessmantrucking.com.

Kitchen Staff
Wait Staff

Delivery Drivers

Apply in person.
Hwy. 10, Big Lake

NOW HIRINGNOW HIRING

www.expresspros.com/stcloudmn  • 320-251-1038
1410 W. St Germain St., St. Cloud 

• 100+ Jobs Available
• Pick/Pack/Shipping- Days - $13/hr
• Prod Office Clerk - $15/hr
• Light industrial-days $15/hr
• Admin Asst-$15/hr
• Whse worker/Sorter $13-15/hr
• Food Production- local co $14.75/hr
And more! 

Now hiring for...
Click ExpressJobs 
App, Call or text 

320.251.1038. Don’t be 
left without a great job

Apply Today!

Celebrate 
the 4th 
with a 

New Job...

is Hiring!
100+ jobs!

ADVERTISING
SELLS!

Call to place 
your ad and 

start seeing 
results! 

PATRIOT
763-275-0275

Mykkanen Services
“Environment of growth and opportunity”

NOW HIRING 
DIRECT SUPPORT PROFESSIONALS

Annandale, Buffalo, Cokato, Hutchinson & Litchfield homes

To Apply & Interview, Contact Us at:
320-224-4044, or go to mykkanenservices.com

• No experience necessary • Training provided
Regular starting rate begins at $13.64 AND Earn $2

more an hour on a temporary basis. Qualified 
applicants must be atleast 18 year of age or older,

have valid drivers license, current car
insurance & able to pass criminal background study.

Northern Metal Recycling offers a competitive wage and benefit package including:  
Medical,    Dental, Vision, PTO, Paid Holidays & 401K w/company match.
To Apply: Stop in at 12432 Energy Drive SE to fill out an application or forward your  
resume to jobs@nmrecycling.com.  
Thank you for your interest in EMR-Northern Metal Recycling!

 • Mechanics/Maintenance, you will have the opportunity to work on many different 
   types of equipment. We are seeking highly motivated candidates who have  
   knowledge in electrical, pneumatic, hydraulic and mechanical areas and  
   experience welding.  Personal tools up to 1 ¼” is preferred.   
   Days and night shifts available.  

 We are a privately held company and offer a competitive benefits package, dynamic 
company culture, and ample opportunity for professional development in an ever-relevant 

and growing industry.  

EMR – Northern Metal Recycling, the global forerunner in metals recycling is hiring!  We 
are currently HIRING, to be based out of our brand new, state of the art facility in Becker.

POSITION SUMMARY
Are you a compassionate and caring person looking to help
people in your community? Are you looking for a career that
is rewarding and fulfilling? If you answered yes, then apply
today to become a 

Caregiver/Direct Support Professional
We Offer:
•  Flexible, consistent schedules.
•  A rewarding work environment with some of the best co-workers you 
    could ask for
•  Family-oriented environment, casual dress, employee events
•  A chance to make a difference in people’s lives on a daily basis
•  Competitive pay rates, paid time off, and benefits for 30+ hour work week
•  Paid training; Holiday pay
•  Career development, and advancement opportunities throughout the 
    nation-wide Network
•  Access to employee discounts with various vendors
•  A dynamic work environment where no day is ever the same as the next

JOIN OUR FUN AND CREATIVE TEAM TODAY!!

EOE

Grow your career With rem!
DIRECT SUPPORT PROFESSIONAL

REM South Central Services - Buffalo, MN

Apply online: Jobs.thementornetwork.com/Minnesota
and/or submit resume online.

Applications will be accepted until position is filled.

2nd Shift Machine Tool Operator
Work in Central Minnesota’s “Heart of the Lakes” area! Malco Products, SBC, located in 
Annandale, MN offers you a great employment opportunity without the long commute. As 
the nation’s leading manufacturer of specialty precision hand tools for the HVAC industry, 
Malco is seeking a multi-talented individual to work in our production area. Qualifications, 
experience and duties of the 2nd Shift Machine Tool/CNC Operator include:
• High school diploma or GED 
• Two years related manufacturing experience
• No previous experience needed; we will train the right individual
• Set-up and run CNC and non-CNC machines 
• Read engineering drawings and ensure parts meet the drawing
• Inspect parts using instruments to ensure conformance with inspection procedures
• Transfer parts to maintain accurate inventory records

Second shift hours: Monday-Thursday 4:00 p.m.– 12:30 a.m. & Friday 12:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. 

The starting in training pay is $18.23/hour with a 6% shift differential for a wage of 
$19.32/hour. We offer a flexible benefits program where you can pick and choose many 
options in our plan. We are a 100% owned Employee Stock Ownership Plan (ESOP) com-
pany where all employees are shareholders of company stock. Along with the excellent 
starting wage and benefits program, we have a clean, safe, climate controlled working 
environment.

To apply, complete the online application or print and complete an application found at 
malcotools.com and mail, fax, email or deliver the application to:

MALCO PRODUCTS, SBC
Attn: Human Resources Manager
P.O. Box 400, Annandale, MN 55302-0400
Facsimile: (320) 323-4441   Email: hr@malcotools.com
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Goats - 90lbs. 
and over 

Call between 
4-6 p.m. 

 763-350-0656

wanted 

Sports News

DENNIS BLOOM 
612-323-5313  or  batfreemn@yahoo.com

• BAT PROOFING • ATTIC RESTORATION

ON THE WEB AT: WWW.BATFREE.NET

DENNIS BLOOM 
612-323-5313  or  batfreemn@yahoo.com

• BAT PROOFING • ATTIC RESTORATION

ON THE WEB AT: WWW.BATFREE.NET

“Doing business without advertising is 
like winking at a girl in the dark. You know 
what you are doing, but nobody else does” 
– Steuart Henderson Britt

Roofing • Siding • Gutters & More
Free Estimates / In-Home Financing / Licensed & Insured • Call for FREE thorough storm damage inspection!

Erik: 320-761-5909 • Josh: 320-339-4540 • Office: 844-275-4776
3622 30th Street SE #2 • St. Cloud, MN 56304

www.myexteriorpro.com

Locally 
Owned & 
Operated

local contractor

Directions: From Big Lake —1 1/2 mi. S of Hwy. 10 on Co. Rd. 43
From Monticello —3 mi. E of Hwy. 25 on Co. Rd. 14 

763-263-1171 or 763-370-3546

See Bob & Judy for all your landscape needs!
Come & See our selection of:

Shrubs, perennials, decorative rock, 
mulch, black dirt & much more!
DELIVERY AVAILABLE!

Happy Birthday USA!
We will be closed July 3rd, 4th & 5th.

Reg. Hrs. Mon - Sat (9am - 6pm), Sun (10am-5pm)

All Gave Some…Some Gave All

Thank You, Veterans!
Thank You, Active Duty!

New Customer Special
Pre-Buy 2020-21 Propane & Receive 20¢ Off Per Gallon 

on Your First Fill!  Call us at 320-339-1013
www.LakesGas.com

Cory Nuest 
Vice President
NMLS 402524
CNuest@CorTrustMortgage.com 
(763) 271-7216

NMLS 458038
ID 405612

Contact Cory for all 
your mortgage needs!

CorTrustMortgage.com

Great rates.Great rates.

Every day.
Local servicing.

Patterns • Notions
Embroidery Designs
Store Samples
Mystery Boxes

and
in-store
too!!!

Mon & Thurs, 10-5:30, Tues, Wed, Fri. 9-5:30, Sat 9-4 • www.justsewstudiomn.com
New Location: 51 3rd St NE, Waite Park, MN 56387 • 320-654-1580

Just Sew StudioJust Sew Studio

WED-SAT, JULY 8-11
Sidewalk Sale

By Mark Kolbinger, 
Contributing Writer

After months of doubt 
about the ability to play their 
season due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, the defending state 
champion Becker Buzzards 
baseball team traveled 
to Kensington Sunday 
to open their season and 
came away with an 11-0 
win in five innings.  

The Buzzards 
sprinted out of the gate 
and plated a pair of runs in 
the top of the first inning 
as Steve Newman and 
Rich Petty drew walks and 
thanks to a wild pitch and 
a Jason Wald sacrifice fly, 
the visitors had the early 
lead.

The outlaws put a 
couple of runners on base 
in their half of the inning, but 
Buzzard ace Jason Pfingsten 
struck out two batters to end 
the threat.  The righthander 
earned the win by going four 
innings, scattering five hits 
and striking out an incredible 
10 batters in his limited work.

The Buzzards made it 
3-0 in the second when new 
Buzzard, Chico Schroeder, 
reached on a single and pinch 
runner Ryan Williams scored 
on a Jon Kern single.  

The game opened up in 
the top of the third when the 
Buzzards were able to plate 
four runs.  The big hits were a 
Schroeder double and a single 
off the bat of Nick Allerson.  

The scoring continued for 
Becker as Todd Klaers walked 
to lead off the fourth and Wald 
followed with a double to put 
runners on second and third 
for Matt Koester, who singled 
to score both runners.  

The final runs of the 
game would come in the top of 

the fifth when Brian Kolbinger 
walked and Allerson singled 
to reach base.  After advanc-
ing on a fielder’s choice, both 
runners scored on a Newman 
single.  Kolbinger came in 
to close out the game with a 
scoreless bottom of the fifth.

“Due to COVID-19 and 
orders from the state, our sea-
son got off to a bit of a late 
start,” said Manager Jason 
Baune, back for his fourth 
season at the helm after taking 
over the team. 

“However, we still have 
10 games on the schedule 
which should be enough to 
prepare us for the state tourna-
ment in mid-August.”

The home schedule starts 
for the Buzzards at the Becker 
Athletic Complex July 11 
when they will host both the 
Verndale Geezers (noon) and 
the Fergus Falls Riverdogs (2 
p.m.).  Other home games in-
clude a July 19 doubleheader 
against the Alexandria Clas-

sic Clippers at 2 p.m. and 
August 9 when the Morris 
Brewers come to town for a 
doubleheader at 2 p.m.

“With the current 
Covid-19 situation, it is 
important to know that we 
will be following some new 
protocols,” added Baune.  
“Fans will be asked to stay 
six feet apart from anyone 
not in their family and we 
will not have concessions 
available at the ballpark ei-
ther.”

Other state mandated 
precautions include the elim-
ination of sunflower seeds 
or any spitting by players, no 
high fives or other types of 
unnecessary conduct. The end 
of the game handshake is now 
replaced with a tip of the cap 
between teams.

Several central Minne-
sota area amateur baseball 
games have been canceled in 
the past week due to concerns 
of potential Covid exposure by 
team members, but as of now 
no confirmed reports have 
been verified. 

Buzzards crush Outlaws, 11-0

By Bill Morgan, 
Staff Writer

Registration for the late 
summer baseball season is 
officially open as of June 
13!

Members of the Becker 
Youth Baseball As-
sociation (BYBA) 
sent out a survey 
for feedback on 
organizing a 
late summer 
season based 
on the latest 
COVID-19 
guidelines.  
Based on the 
feedback, The 
BYBA has 
opened regis-
tration for their 
late summer season.  Par-
ents can register their child 
through the normal process 
at www.beckerbaseball.org.

Season Details
This is a new season 

with a separate registration.
Parents will need to sign up 
for this season regardless if 
one has signed up for the 
normal season or not. The 
BYBA is in the process of 
sending out the refunds for 
that season.

The new summer sea-
son began June 15 and runs 
through August 16. BYBA 
organized teams the week 
of June 15 to start this sea-
son.

Games begin July 6 
and will run for six weeks.

Coaches are picking 
teams with help from the 
board so if one is a coach 
and have a team organized, 
the BYBA will honor that 
team.

There is no volunteer 
requirement for the league, 
but there will be opportu-

nities to help organize and 
prepare for the season so 
the BYBA would appreci-
ate anyone’s help.

The board will handle 
registration for the team 
including insurance, pro-

vide equipment and 
assist coaches 

with fields for 
games and 
practices.

A l l 
t e a m s 
will play 
in the Go-

pher State 
l e a g u e .
There are 

several lev-
els of play avail-

able for the teams to 
play so the board will work 
with the coach to pick the 
appropriate level.

About BYBA
The Becker Baseball 

program provides a com-
petitive baseball oppor-
tunity with intensive skill 
development and a high 
level of competition.  The 
program strides to promote 
confidence and teamwork 
while competing with other 
teams in and around the 
area.

Youth baseball is man-
aged by a volunteer board, 
the Becker Baseball Dia-
mond Club. This group is 
affiliated with the Becker 
Youth Sports Association 
(BYSA), a not-for-profit 
organization that supports 
youth sports in our com-
munity. The Becker Youth 
Baseball Association meets 
monthly throughout the 
year. The board of directors 
is listed on their website at 
www.beckerbaseball.org/.

Late Summer Baseball 
Season Opens

By Bill Morgan, 
Staff Writer

The Becker Bandits 
baseball team split two games 
this week, winning at Clear 
Lake and falling on the road 
at Albertville.

Becker 7, Clear Lake 2
Matthew Moe went 

2-for-3 with a double and two 
RBIs to lead the visitors June 
21.

Weston Schug picked 
up the win on the mound, 
going five innings, giving up 
zero hits, two runs, two walks 
while strking out five. Dalton 
Fouquette finished things up 
by going two innings, giving 
up two hits, two walks and 
striking out four.

Fouquette was 2-for-4 
on offense with a stolen base 
and two RBIs. Matt Krenz 
went 1-for-2 with an RBI and 
Schug was 1-for-3 with two 
stolen bags.

Kreeden Blomquist went 
1-for-4 with a double, Con-
nor Rolf went 1-for-2 with a 
walk and  Zach Wenner went 
1-for-3 with a walk.

Villains 8, Bandits 2
The Bandits fell to the 

Albertville Villains by six last 
Wednesday in Albertville. 
With the loss, the Bandits fell 
to 2-1 on season.

Moe took the loss as he 
tossed six innings, giving up 
one walk, six hits and four 
runs.

Joe Dolan went 1-for-4 
witha double and an RBI. 
Hunter Stulz was 1-for3 with 
a double, two stolen bases and 
an RBI. Rolf was 1-for 3.

Moe was also 1-for-3 
while Krenz was 1-for-4 and 
Fouquette 1-for-4 with  a 
two-bagger.

Peyton Bigaouette came 
on in relief of Moe and 
pitched two innings, garner-
ing three strikeouts while giv-
ing up four hits, one walk and 
four runs.

Up Next
The Bandits played 

Monday at Monticello Pole-
cats and Wednesday at Rog-
ers Red Devils (full report 
on games in next week’s Pa-
triot).

Bandits 
go 1-1

THE BUZZARDS pose for a team photo last year. (Submitted Photo).
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