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BIG LAKE’S MIA HUBERTY, 
was recognized in the second half 
of the Becker/Big Lake game Tues-
day for scoring her 1,000th career 
point. (Submitted Photo).

News & 
Advertising
Deadlines
NEWS DEADLINES

With the newspaper wrap up 
occurring Wednesday evening, all 
news items submitted to run that 
Saturday must reach our office by 

Wednesday morning by 11 a.m.

SPORTS DEADLINES
Coaches and assistants are 

expected to contact our sports 
writers by Wednesday morning, 
11 a.m. at the latest to have their 

information included in that 
week’s publication.

CLASSIFIEDS DEADLINES
Information for classifieds need to 
be submitted to our staff by noon 
Wednesday to be included in that 

week’s publication of the PATRIOT.

Contact Us
LEGALS/CLASSIFIEDS/OBITS

Call 763-275-0275 
or email Kathy @ 

legals.kathy@patriotnewsmn.com

SPORTS STORIES
Call 763-275-0275 or email Bill @
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

ADVERTISING
Call 763-275-0275 

or email Mary, Carol or Heidi @ 
sales.carol@patriotnewsmn.com

WEBSITE
Check out each week’s content 

@ our website: 
www.patriotnewsmn.com

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Call 763-275-0275 
or email Kathy @ 

legals.kathy@patriotnewsmn.com

763-275-0275

Inside
AAA AWARDS

Two Bulldog students were 
awarded AAA honors for their GPA 

and activities participation.
See the photos on page 11.

 
CLEARWATER NEWS

See inside for Penny Leuthard’s 
story on the Clearwater City 
Council. See the article on 

page 3.

COUNTY NEWS
Sherburne County is asking resi-
dents to take a broadband test to 

determine needs for quality inter-
net service throughout the area. 

See the story on page 3. 
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In The Meantime
BECKER DISCOVER 
COMMUNITY GUIDE

Over the next several weeks, 
staffers and salespeople at the 

Patriot will be working diligently 
to bring together a special 

publication for all Becker citizens, 
both old and new. The guide will 

hit your mailboxes Feb. 27!

GROUNDHOG DAY
Groundhog Day is this Tuesday, 

and Punxsutawney Phil will reveal 
whether he thinks there will be an 
early spring or six more weeks of 
winter. According to the legend, if 
the groundhog sees his shadow, 

then there will be six more weeks 
of winter. But if he doesn’t, then 
an early spring and above-aver-
age temperatures are on the way!
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Sherburne County’s Legal Newspaper 

By Mark Kolbinger, 
Contributing Writer

The rivalry between the Becker 
Bulldogs and the Big Lake Hornets 
dates back many years and has its 
roots in the relationships among 
each school’s athletes.  Because 
the districts border one another, 
the rivalry can sometimes feature 
neighbors or even relatives don-
ning opposing uniforms.  Almost 
always, there’s a deep friendship 
between the players on both teams 
that leads to a little extra incentive 

on game night.
While the early days of each 

district surely pitted some good 
teams competing against one an-
other, it was perhaps the boys bas-
ketball contests of the late 1970’s 
and early 1980’s that postured the 
rivalry as one of the best in the 
state.

The year was 1979 and both 
squads had teams that were ranked 
in the state.  Big Lake head coach 
John Bruns said this week that he 
remembers it well, as the teams had 
a pair of games scheduled with one 

another just a few days apart.
“I remember before the first 

game, standing in the Becker gym 
in front of a sold out crowd,” says 
Bruns, who would go on to coach 
a variety of sports over 50 seasons 
for the Hornets.  “I used to tell the 
guys that the game wasn’t just for 
that night, but would be something 
they would remember for the rest 
of their lives.  These are the same 
guys you will be playing softball 
with when you are 30 years old.”

Bruns said he and Becker 
coach Tim Zimmerman were not 

only competitors, but very good 
friends who both lived in Big Lake 
at the time.  After the first win, he 
remembers thinking about having 
to do it all over again in just a few 
days and what changes each team 
would make.

Big Lake would go on to win 
both games that year, but it was the 
packed crowds and boisterous fans 
that cemented the rivalry between 
the two towns.

It was something that was ob-

Highway             border 
battle is a tradition SEE SPORTS SECTION 

FOR RESULTS OF 
BORDER BATTLES!

BORDER to page 12

By Katherine Cantin
Staff Writer
Reporter.Katie@PatriotNewsMN.com

Last week, the Orrock town 
board held a pre-meeting sendoff 
party for departing board mem-
bers Eric Peterson and Corrie 
Silverberg and for former clerk 
(now deputy clerk) Brenda Kim-
berly-Maas. 

New Board Member 
Appointed
The board decided back 

in December to appoint a new 
member to the board, rather 
than hold a special election. 
They advertised for the position 
by mailing postcards to all Or-
rock residents. Four applicants 
applied for the position. Chair-
person Bryan Adams said all 

the candidates were excellent. 
Supervisor Bob Hassett moved 
to appoint Janine Arnold as the 
interim supervisor, and she was 
accepted by all board members 
except Supervisor Gregg Felber, 
who chose to abstain.

Arnold accepted the position 
on the spot, and the board took 
a break to swear in the new su-
pervisor and let her participate 

in the remainder of the meeting.
SCAT Donation
The Sherburne County As-

sociation of Townships (SCAT) 
is making a donation to the Sher-
burne County History Center. 
SCAT meetings are normally 
held at the history center, but 
since the COVID-19 pandemic 
began that has not been the case. 

New faces on Orrock Town Board
THE ORROCK TOWN 

BOARD has a couple of new 
faces, and is missing a couple 
familiar ones. From left to right 
are Supervisors Janine Arnold, 
Gregg Felber, Bryan Adams, 
and Paul Ellinger. Attending 
virtually was Supervisor Bob 
Hassett. (Photo by Katherine 
Cantin.)

ORROCK to page 4

By Katherine Cantin
Staff Writer
Reporter.Katie@PatriotNewsMN.com

Emma Jopp is a 15 
year-old Becker teen who 
is running her own business 
making goat’s milk soaps. 
Her business is called Farm 
Girl Soaps and she is cur-
rently selling her products 
at PS I Love You consign-
ment shop in Big Lake. Her 
products are all natural, and 
made by animals that she 
milks and cares for herself. 

Learning to 
Make Soaps
Emma got her first 

goat in fall of 2019, but it 
wasn’t until April of 2020 
that she started learning 
to make soaps from goat 
milk. Due to the COVID-
19 pandemic, she found 
herself bored and wanting 
to pick up a new hobby. 
Since she already had the 
goat’s milk, she decided to 
research making soaps from 
it. She watched tutorials on 
YouTube, and subscribed 
to several different forums 
in the soaping community. 
She found that she really 

enjoyed the process of mak-
ing the soaps, and started 
looking for ways to share 
her product.

Starting a Business
In summer of 2020, a 

friend of Emma’s mother 
had a garage sale, and 
Emma decided to use the 
opportunity to try selling 
her soap for the first time. 

It was a success, and she 
sold nearly all the products 
she had brought. So Emma 
started looking for other 
ways to sell her product. 
She set up a stand at the 
Becker Farmers’ Market 
and had great success there, 
as well.

Becker teen starts 
soap business

EMMA JOPP, 15, is the founder and owner of Farm Girl Soaps. (Submitted 
photo.)

SOAP to page 4

Submitted Article

Authorities in Wright 
County were in an ongoing 
standoff with a man ac-
cused of assaulting 
his wife in Al-
bertville Mon-
day night.

T h e 
she r i f f ’ s 
office was 
called to 
the home 
just after 
8 p.m. on 
a domestic 
assault call. 
The woman 
told police her 
husband had assaulted 
her and left the home when 
she called 911.

Police issued a pick-up 
and hold order on the man.

Police were called 
again just before 12:30 
Tuesday morning after the 
35-year-old suspect, Justin 
Dellwo, returned. Dellwo 
left before authorities ar-
rived and they learned that 
he may have a gun.

The sheriff’s office 
says the suspect was lo-

cated a short time later on 
Jason Ave. NE, north of 
Co. Rd. 37. Authorities 
pursued the suspect when 
he refused to stop, ending 

at the roundabout 
off Fenning 

Ave. NE 
a n d 
School 
B l v d . 
i n 
M o n -

ticello. 
T h e 

s u s p e c t 
r e f u s e d 

to cooperate 
with deputies for 

several hours, before sur-
rendering just after 6 p.m..

Because the scene was 
near Eastview Elementary 
School, those classes were 
called off Tuesday and the 
public was asked to avoid 
the area near the Fenning 
Ave./School Blvd. round-
about.

Dellwo was safely 
taken into custody after 

Albertville man allegedly 
assaults wife, gives chase, 
ends up in Monticello

ASSAULT to page 12



By Katherine Cantin
Staff Writer
Reporter.Katie@PatriotNewsMN.com

Last week, Big Lake had 
its annual joint community 
meeting, where representa-
tives from Big Lake City, Big 
Lake Schools, Big Lake Twp., 
Orrock Twp., and Sherburne 
County met to touch base on 
the past year for the benefit of 
the other groups. This year, 
the meeting was hosted by the 
school district in the Liberty 
Elementary School cafeteria.

Sherburne County
Assistant County Admin-

istrator Dan Weber gave an 
update on the county’s pan-
demic response. 

The county was awarded 
$7.6 million in CARES fund-
ing, part of which was used to 
improve the process for get-
ting a driver’s license. There is 
now an appointment system, 
where citizens can sign up for 
an appointment slot, rather 
than wait in line. The waiting 
area was also made larger, and 
a new full time position was 
added. These changes were 
especially important since 
many citizens will be needing 
to update to REAL ID in order 
to travel in the near future. 

Some CARES funding 
was also distributed to busi-
nesses, schools, nonprofits in 
the community. 

There are four vaccina-
tion clinics set up at the Sher-
burne County government 
center in Elk River. However, 
the county had only been 
given 600 doses of the vac-
cine at the time of the meeting. 
Unfortunately, there is no way 
to know how many vaccina-
tions the county will receive 

from the state until they are 
received. They are looking 
into the possibility of opening 
more clinics in a larger loca-
tion, possibly the convention 
center in St. Cloud. 

Weber also encouraged 
everyone to take the broad-
band speed test offered by the 
Minnesota Rural Broadband 
Coalition. For more informa-
tion on the coalition and the 
speed test, see the article on 
page 3. 

Big Lake Township
Supervisor Dean 

Brenteson gave an update on 
Big Lake Twp. 

In 2020, residents made 
just over $900 million in tax-
able income. The tax levy 
was set at $2,228,000. Most 
of those taxes will be used 
to maintain the more than 80 
miles of township roads.

Three new housing de-
velopments came to the town-
ship last year. 

The township allotted 
nearly $600,000 of CARES 
funding to local businesses, 
nonprofits, and schools, and 
used some of the funds to up-
date town hall to allow for vir-
tual meetings to be held.

Orrock Township
Supervisor Paul Ellinger 

gave a report on the year for 
Orrock Twp.

Firstly, he congratulated 
Chris Weber on her work as 
the new town clerk. She had 
been previously serving as the 
deputy clerk for Orrock, and 
ran unopposed to become the 
head clerk in 2021. Brenda 

Kimberly-Maas, the former 
clerk, stepped down to be-
come the deputy clerk. Kim-
berly-Maas also serves as the 
clerk for Big Lake Twp.

Ellinger went on to let the 
audience know that Orrock 
had an agreement with a de-
veloper to bring 86 homes to 
the Shores of Eagle Lake De-
velopment over the next five 
years.

Orrock also got an up-
date to their town hall, in order 
to accommodate those who 
could not attend in person. El-
linger also stated that the Or-
rock elections took place at the 
snowmobile trail shed, since 
the town hall was too small of 
an accommodation. 

Big Lake Schools
Tim Truebenbach gave 

the report for the Big Lake 
School District, starting with 
an introduction of himself. 
Truebenbach started his posi-
tion as the district’s superin-
tendent last summer. He said 
that he decided to move to 
Big Lake after serving as the 
superintendent for the Milaca 
School District because he 
saw a lot of potential for dis-
trict growth in Big Lake. 

Truebenbach said since 
he started his position, he has 
been forced to play defense 
against the COVID-19 pan-
demic, but still has managed 
to do some good things. 

Communication between 
the school and the community 
has increased through a new 
communications plan.

The district was able to 
implement Big Lake Online, 
an online option for students 
both in and outside of the 
district. Big Lake Online is 
in the process of becoming 
an official online school. 
Truebenbach also hopes to 
use Big Lake Online to offer 
an apprenticeship program to 
high school students, so stu-
dents can learn a trade during 
the day and keep up with their 
studies online.

The grants the school re-
ceived from the county, city, 
and townships were used to 
fund Big Lake Online and for 
childcare costs.

Truebenbach was happy 
to report that elementary 
school students were back to 
attending in-person, and sec-
ondary students were once 
again attending in a hybrid 

model (spending two days 
per week in person, three at 
home.) The school is trying to 
find ways to bring all the stu-
dents back to attend in-person. 

The schools continue to 
implement project Lead-the-
Way, which introduces STEM 
topics to elementary students. 
A STEM open house from last 
year was very successful, with 
750 people attending. After 
the pandemic hit, more STEM 
days were offered to students 
at home, instead. 

Big Lake City
Clay Wilfahrt, city ad-

ministrator, gave the report for 
the city. 

Two thirds of the CARES 
funding the city received was 
passed on to local businesses, 
nonprofits, and the schools.

Wilfahrt stated that there 

was a greater severity to the 
calls received by the police de-
partment. Liquor sales were up 
at the city-owned liquor store. 
Both of these are believed to 
be caused by the COVID-19 
pandemic.

The city issued 44 new 
single family housing permits 
in 2020, which is less than in 
previous years. Several new 
banks came into the city, as 
well as the new Car Condos 
facility (a community garage 
area for car collectors.) New 
senior housing will be com-
ing in the near future, as will 
a Nystrom in-patient facility. 
There are also new apartment 
complexes in the works, in-
cluding the new apartments at 
Station Street.

The city’s wastewater 
treatment plant built a new 

oxidation ditch, which the 
city paid for in cash. Wilfahrt 
noted that this is part of a new 
strategy on the city’s part: 
Rather than pay for a lot of fa-
cility changes all at once using 
a loan, the city hopes to make 
small changes over the years 
and pay cash for each one.

In 2021, the city hopes to 
tackle some street improve-
ment projects that were put off 
due to the uncertainty of 2020. 
The city is continuing to do a 
study on area traffic in order to 
receive grants to build a new 
bridge over the Mississippi. 
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Quality Building Supplies 
at Affordable Prices

Since 1975

BOOK YOUR ORDER!

Call for a FREE estimate
117th Ave., Milaca

(north end of Milaca off Central Ave)

BUILDING
$PECIAL$

320-983-6304 • 1-800-818-1846

LATCHAM-LIND LUMBER &
POST FRAME BUILDINGS

Real Estate

www.EdinaRealty.com

GREATER CLEAR LAKE, CLEARWATER, GREATER CLEAR LAKE, CLEARWATER, 
BECKER AND BIG LAKE AREABECKER AND BIG LAKE AREA

Call Today!
Premier 
Listing 
Specialists 
for...

• Waterfront
• Residential
• Acreage
• Hobby     
   Farms

If you’re 
thinking 

about selling 
— Don’t wait!

Ask about 
our proven 

results 
and WOW   

factor 
service. 

— Splinter 
Team

Jim Splinter 
Realtor®

320-980-0560

Ron Sherwood 
Realtor®

763-442-5949

Rick Seagraves 
Realtor®

320-282-5656

Nancy Loidolt 
Realtor®

651-235-3709

Patrick Splinter
Realtor®

320-282-5656

Want to know about the current market? Call us 
today, we’d love to work with you!

Amazing home located on Lake Martha. 686 
Halsey AVE SE Buffalo MN. Call Ron Sherwood.

3BR covered patio home. In-floor heat. $315,000 
217 Century Ln, Silver Lake. Call Ron Sherwood.

Spring is coming 
quickly! If you’re thinking 

of a move, call us!

Ready for develop-
ment. Easy freeway 
access. Will subdi-
vide.

Thriving business 
since 1985 and great 
LOCATION! Ready 
to take over?? Sale 
includes business, 
trucks, building, land 
and some tools to start 
working immediately. 

Ready for develop-
ment. Easy freeway 
access. Will subdi-
vide.

Auctions
ESTATE & CONSIGNMENT AUCTION

SUNDAY, FEB. 7, 2021 @ 11:00 AM
3825 Shadowood Dr. NE.Sauk Rapids,MN

Directions: St. Cloud, E. on Hwy 23 Left 0n 40th  (Follow Signs)

THIS IS A PARTIAL LISTING: view more at: 
www.midwestauctions.com/sharer
BP & MN sales tax applies. 
Keith Sharer Auction Service

320-267-1963

ANTIQUES, COLLECTIBLES,  Salt & peppers, Vintage magazines, 
Stoneware, Glassware, Art, Vintage fishing lures, Fishing rods, Jewelry, 
Semi trucks, Cars. 
FURNITURE:  Desk, Dining table & chairs, Coffee & end tables, Bedroom 
set, Book shelves, Drop leaf table, Side chairs, Glass top table & chairs, Sofa 
& loveseat. Wood file cabinet, Velveteen chairs, 
HOUSEHOLD: Weather vane,  Dolls, Crystal, Glassware, Framed art & 
wildlife prints, Books, Kitchen appliances,  Electronics, Vacuum, Sewing 
machines, Sergers, Card table & chairs, Restaurant dishes,  E-Z up tent, 
Planters,  Luggage, Tin 3 Stooges collectibles & signs, Stepladder, Hand 
tools

12390 Sherburne Ave., Becker

Lisa Senger
612.991.8620

Kathy Nelson
612.219.8644

Stan Herkenhoff
612.219.8124

Milissa Johnson 
320.266.7413

Boulder Crossing
• 15 lots to choose from
• Riverview lots available
• 2.6 - 5 acre lots
• Buy now and build in 
   the spring
• Call Stan or visit our website 
    at BoulderCrossing.com

Big Lake holds joint community meeting

BIG LAKE SCHOOLS’ NEW SU-
PERINTENDENT TIM TRUEBENBACH 
gave a summary of the last year for 
the district. (Photo by Katherine 
Cantin.)

By Mark Kolbinger, 
Contributing Writer

The Becker Twp. Board 
met Monday evening and 
was able to get its first look at 
some of the plans for a large 
solar farm being proposed by 
Xcel Energy.  If approved, it 
could affect a large portion of 
township property south and 
east of the City of Becker’s 
industrial park.

The township had re-
ceived a letter from Xcel in 
the past regarding the pro-
posal, but Monday was the 
first time that a map specifi-
cally outlined the properties 
to be developed.

Part of the project cov-
ers a large swath of property 
south of Hwy. 10, stretching 
west from Co. Rd. 11 all the 
way to the city limits.  

Clerk Lucinda Mess-
man informed the board that 
Xcel had offered to conduct a 
Zoom meeting with the board 
to answer any questions re-
garding the project, which 
ultimately would need to be 
approved by the MN Public 
Utilities Commission.

The supervisors agreed 
that although the issue might 
be beyond their local permit-
ting authority, it would be 
good to seek more informa-
tion about the proposal so 
a session will be proposed 
during the board’s February 
meeting.

While their discussion 
about the project was brief 
until more details are known, 
it included some preliminary 
thoughts about trying to cite a 
road through the area, as well 
as the possibility that it could 
impact a future expansion of 
the city’s current industrial 
park.

Most of the property in-

cluded in the project is cur-
rently zoned agricultural, with 
solar farms being a permitted 
use.  However, a small area 
northwest of the Sherco plant 
currently zoned as industrial 
space is also earmarked for 
the farm.  Current industrial 
zoning ordinance does not 
allow such a usage, although 
Messman noted that she is 
seeking clarification on that 
small parcel of land.

In unrelated news from a 
similar geographic area of the 
township, the board learned 
that VONCO has submitted 
a major modification appli-
cation for their disposal fa-
cility.  This would occur on 
the current VONCO site and 
is a proposed expansion for 
the current solid waste per-
mit that expires in February 
of 2027.  More information 
will be forthcoming from 
the MN PCA, the permitting 
agency governing solid waste 
disposal.

2020 Zoning
While the January meet-

ing of the Joint Planning 

Board was canceled, supervi-
sor Brad Wilkening did share 
permitting data from the 2020 
season.

The township saw an 
increase of 24 single family 
homes built during the year, 
up from 19 in 2019.

Sixty permits were ap-
proved for updated sewer 
systems, while the total num-
ber of permits issued for the 
year was 385, a significant in-
crease from 323 in 2019 and 
189 the year prior.

Much of the activity was 
attributed to remodeling, as 
2020 saw more permits in 
that area than the two previ-
ous years combined.

2021 Roads
After holding a special 

workshop meeting earlier this 
month to discuss their road-
ways, the board was able to 
review their plans and budget 
for construction projects for 
the upcoming season.

The items on the pro-
posed list included work to 
be done in collaboration with 
the county, totaling nearly 6.5 

miles of roadway improve-
ments.

Grading gravel roads, 
paving, reclamation and chip 
sealing projects all made the 
list for the supervisors to re-
view.

The board decided to pri-
oritize a few of the repairs and 
hold off on others because of 
the budget implications, as 
well as the contingencies re-
quired for some of the proj-
ects.  Depending on the bid 
amounts, the final list could 
be a little smaller or larger in 
scope.

As a next step, the board 
requested some specifica-
tions and drawings from the 
township engineer so they 
can begin discussions with 
affected property owners.

The largest project ap-
pears to be 142nd St., while 
the board also discussed pos-
sible Local Road Improve-
ment Project grant funding 
for 97th St. or 82nd St.  Both 
roadways act as collector 
roads and could meet the 
threshold of regional signif-
icance to increase the likeli-
hood of receiving the State of 
Minnesota funding.  Further 
discussions with surrounding 
jurisdictions will be held in 
the coming months, as there 
are some shared roadways 
up for consideration of recon-
struction as well.

Sheriff’s Report
Sgt. Dan Frank of the 

Sheriff’s Office shared the 
report from the last period, 
noting a total of 113 calls 
for service.  Frank noted that 
there has been an increase 
in the number of mail thefts 
occurring across Sherburne 
County.

“We ask people to call in 
if they see parties near mail-
boxes,” said Frank.  “Record-

THE AREA EAST AND SOUTH OF BECKER outlined in yellow would become a 
solar farm based on Xcel Energy’s proposed plan.(Submitted Photo).

Solar project could 
change landscape 
for Becker Twp.

ing the license plate number 
of the vehicle will also help.”

In other business, 
the board:
• Held a public hearing 

on some language revisions 
in the Planning Commission 
ordinance;

• Discussed the issue of 
homeowners placing fiber-
glass roadway markers with 
the roadway right of ways 
(ROW).  The township is not 
responsible for these markers 
or other items placed in the 
ROW and no reimbursement 
will be offered;

• Approved the 2021 
budget;

• Approved township 

legal counsel to work with 
Sherburne County in pur-
suing legal recourse against 
a property owner who has 
failed to abate nuisances and 
secure the proper permits for 
buildings;

• Set Feb. 22 before the 
regular township meeting for 
the Board of Audit meeting;

• Set the Board of Appeal 
and Equalization for April 6 
at 6 p.m.;

• Approved a contract 
with North Metro to handle 
all animal control services 
and inspections.
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Area News

Keller Lake Commons in Big Lake, now an Assisted Living Community 
offering full apartments ranging from 644 to 956 square feet. Cable is 

included in rents for private pay and GRH renters. Accepting EW and CADI. 
For more information please contact Nicole Gilder, Housing Director at 

763-263-2363 or check us out online at www.kellerlakecommons.com

WINTER FUN. Rhett (front) and Elias Adelman enjoyed the recent snowfall at 
their home in Becker. (Submitted Photo).

Enjoying the recent snowfall...

By Katherine Cantin
Staff Writer
Reporter.Katie@PatriotNewsMN.com

The Minnesota Rural 
Broadband Coalition is 
an organization dedicated 
to bringing broadband to 
every household in Minne-
sota. They are constantly 
at the state capitol, advo-
cating for funding to bring 
good internet connection to 
every home in the state. But 
they need help from Sher-
burne County residents. 
They have a tool available 
to measure the internet con-
nection in residences across 
the county. Residents can 
access this tool at MNRu-
ralBroadbandCoalition.
com/speedtest. 

Why It’s Important 
to Take the Test
Nathan Zacharias, 

project manager for the 
Minnesota Rural Broad-
band Coalition, urges 
everyone to take the speed-
test, for a few important 
reasons. The test provides 
the coalition with data they 
can use as they continue to 
advocate for funding to pro-
vide broadband to homes 
across the state. Grants are 
more likely to be given to 
applicants who back their 
case with hard data. The 
map also provides leader-
ship with an accurate map 
of where there is and is not 
broadband coverage in their 
districts. It also allows them 
to determine if data pro-
vided by internet providers 
is accurate. 

Finally, residents can 
see what their neighbors’ 
connection looks like, and 
compare it to their own. 
Zacharias noted one exam-
ple where one man, upon 
seeing the superior connec-
tion of all his neighbors, 
called the coalition to ask 
why he had such a poor 
connection in comparison. 
The coalition was able to 
direct him to another in-
ternet provider he didn’t 
know serviced his area, and 
his connection drastically 
improved.

“There are so many 
different players out there,” 
said Raeanne Danielowski, 
Sherburne County Com-
missioner. “So often people 
don’t know all the provid-
ers in the area.”

Different 
Types of 
Connection
Zacharias notes that it 

is very important to take the 
test regardless of what sort 

of broadband connection a 
person might already have. 
They are as interested to see 
those who have an excellent 
connection as those who 
have a poor connection. 
For residents who have no 
connection, he encourages 
them to visit a local restau-
rant or library and take the 
test from there, entering 
their home address and not-
ing that there is no internet 
connection at all at that lo-
cation. Residents can also 
use their mobile devices to 
take the test, if they have 
an internet connection that 
way.

Data Usage
The coalition uses the 

data to advocate for grants 
to provide broadband ac-
cess to all Minnesotans, but 
they do not collect or sell 
personal information. But, 
for those who are concerned 
about entering an address, 
there is an option to enter a 
partial address. An updated 
version of the map is avail-
able for anyone to view at 
MNRuralBroadbandCoali-
tion.com/speedtest. 

Internet Access
A good internet con-

nection has become as im-
portant to doing business 
as having a phone, accord-
ing to the coalition. The 
COVID-19 pandemic has 
definitely highlighted the 
need, but it existed before 
the pandemic, as well. The 
internet allows citizens to 
do business from wherever 
they want to live, where be-
fore they would have to live 
in a large city to have any 
success in opening a shop 
or working for a large com-
pany. Now, entrepreneurs 
can use the internet to reach 
a wide audience of custom-
ers while living where they 

like, and office workers can 
do just as much at home as 
they can in an office build-
ing, provided they have a 
strong internet connection, 
that is. 

Working with 
Government
Since many internet 

providers share infrastruc-
ture, the biggest barrier 
to providing internet con-
nection in rural areas is 
putting the equipment into 
the ground. That’s why the 
coalition is working with 
local governments to use 
grant money towards the 
purchase and installation of 
this equipment.

“The state has put into 
statute that every home and 
business should be con-
nected to 25mbps down-
load and 3mbps upload by 
the end of next year.,” said 
Zacharias. “Eight percent 
of Minnesota is not con-
nected at that level. That 
number jumps to 17% for 
rural Minnesota.”

Danielowski recalled 
a memory where she saw 
a teenage boy sitting out-
side the public library after 
hours, trying to get his 
homework done before he 
went home. She said her 
goal is that “No one should 
ever have to sit in the dark 
to get basic internet connec-
tion needed for work and 
school anymore.”

For further informa-
tion about the coalition and 
about Sherburne County’s 
participation in collect-
ing this information, con-
tact Dan Weber, Assistant 
County Administrator, at 
Dan.Weber@co.Sherburne.
mn.us.

A RECENT VERSION OF THE SPEED TEST MAP shows that only a handful of 
Sherburne County households have participated in the test, something the coa-
lition hopes to change. Green dots represent connection at or above 25 megabits 
per second (mbps) download, yellow dots are between 10-24mbps download, red 
dots are less than 10mbps download, and black dots represent no service. (Sub-
mitted photo.)

Sherburne asking residents 
to take broadband speed test

Clearwater City reviews 
snowmobile and fencing policies
By Penny Leuthard, 
Contributing Writer

During their first meeting 
of the year, the Clearwater 
City Council discussed city 
ordinances and policies re-
garding snow fencing, snow-
mobiles, and licensed vehicles.

New Council Member 
Lindsey Luhmann, who re-
placed Vern Scott after his 
term expired in December, 
reviewed the snow fence con-
cerns with the council that had 
been brought forward during 
their December meeting. 

In November 2018, the 
city and the snowmobile club 
had agreed to the use of snow 
fencing to help snowmobilers 
stay on their trails. The fencing 
was also considered a positive 
step as it helped ensure snow-
mobilers didn’t drive through 
resident’s yards and helped in 
regard to safety issues.

The plastic webbing 
fence used as snow fencing is 
specifically listed against the 
city’s fencing ordinance; the 
agreement in 2018 had never 
been added to reflect it.

Council members dis-
cussed whether an excep-
tion for the snowmobile club 
should be added or if the or-
dinance should be amended to 
allow the use of snow fencing 
for anyone during the win-
ter months. Luhmann stated 
she believes the fencing is a 
good idea, especially for peo-

ple who have snowmobilers 
going through their yards and 
are worried about safety. 

Member Richard Petty 
suggested the city should look 
into why the ordinance disal-
lowed that type of fencing in 
the first place, which would 
help the council know which 
direction to go with the matter. 

The issue will be sent to 
planning and zoning, as any 
amendment to the ordinance 
would need to go through 
them first. 

Recreational Vehicles
The meeting next moved 

to ordinances and policies re-
garding recreational vehicles; 
one concerning snowmobiles 
and the other licensing.

The city’s 2016 recre-
ational ordinance states snow-
mobiles aren’t allowed in city 
parks however, an agreement 
had been reached previously 
allowing snowmobiles in Riv-
erside Park because of safety 
concerns crossing the bridge.  
As it’s not a zoning ordinance, 
staff will bring it back to the 
next council meeting for ap-
proval after it’s been posted.

The city currently re-
quires recreational vehicles 
to have a license to operate 
within the city. It was brought 
forward that many of these ve-
hicles already have a license 
to operate from the state, so in 
these cases the city is basically 
requiring a double license 
from them. 

The council determined 

vehicles that already have a li-
cense to operate on roads from 
the state will no longer need a 
second license from the city.

Other Business
City Administrator An-

nita Smyth gave the council 
a brief summary of what city 
staff worked on in the last 
year, which was highlighted 
by building and development 
and emergency management 
due to the pandemic. In a 
separate discussion, a motion 
carried moving Smyth a step 
up on the pay scale after her 
annual review. 

A motion carried ap-
proving reimbursement of 
another quarter of the annual 
on-sale liquor license fees 
businesses paid for 2020 due 
to the COVID-19 shutdown. 
The council had previously 
refunded the first 25% of the 
fee. Motions also carried ap-
proving Resolution 2021-01 
Approving Annual Appoint-
ments and Resolution 2021-05 
Declaring Surplus Equipment.

The COVID-19 emer-
gency order was extended for 
another month.

The Wright Co. Sheriff 
reported 54 calls for service in 
the city of Clearwater, includ-
ing one gas drive off, three 
motor vehicle accidents, one 
domestic, three theft com-
plaints, two fraud complaints, 
and eight traffic stop citations.

The next Clearwater City 
Council meeting will be Feb-
ruary 8 at 7 p.m.

Submitted Article

On January 25, 2021 at 
approximately 12:52 a.m., 
Big Lake Officer Tyler Hecht 
observed a vehicle traveling 
westbound on Hwy. 10 with 
dark tinted windows. The ve-
hicle turned into a local gas 
station where Officer Hecht 
activated his emergency 
lights to initiate a traffic stop. 

The vehicle took off at a 
high rate of speed. The driver 
of the vehicle pulled out of 
the parking lot, lost control, 
and crashed into a light pole 
on the north side of Hwy. 10. 
Officer Hecht shined his spot-
light directly into the wind-
shield of the vehicle and saw 
the driver to be a Caucasian 
male with very short hair. 

The vehicle acceler-
ated and drove eastbound on 
Hwy. 10 in the westbound 
lanes. The vehicle turned 
northbound on Co. Rd. 43 
and was traveling 50-60 miles 
per hour with a flat tire. The 
driver lost control of the vehi-
cle and crashed into the ditch 
near the intersection of Co. 
Rd. 43 and Co. Rd. 83. 

When officers ap-
proached the vehicle, they 
saw it was unoccupied. Offi-
cer Hecht observed a single 
set of footprints leaving the 
vehicle. A Wright County 
K-9 team assisted Officer 
Hecht with tracking the sus-
pect. The K-9 tracked the 
driver to a truck parked in 
the 21700 block of 175th St. 
NW. Officers observed the 
windows fogged in the truck. 

After several commands, 
the male exited the vehicle 
and Officer Hecht identified 

the male as the person driving 
the vehicle that fled from him. 
The male was shaking and 
stated he was very cold. 

The male initially gave 
Officer Hecht a false name, 
but later admitted his name 
was Benjamin Felty, age 38 
of Circle Pines, MN. 

During a search of the 
vehicle Felty was driving, 
Officer Chaffee located a cig-
arette pack on the floor of the 
driver’s side of the vehicle. 
Inside was a crystal-like sub-
stance that field tested posi-
tive for methamphetamine. 
The substance weighed .8 
grams. 

Felty was wanted for nu-
merous felony warrants from 
different counties. 

Felty was arrested and 
transported to the Sher-
burne County Jail. Felty was 
charged by criminal com-
plaint with; Felony Flee a 
Peace Officer in a Motor 
Vehicle, Felony 5th Degree 
Possession of a Controlled 
Substance, and Misdemeanor 
Give Peace Officer False 
Name. 

BENJAMIN FELTY of Circle Pines, 
MN was arrested Monday in Big Lake 
and charged with several crimes. (Sub-
mitted Photo).

Circle Pines man arrested for dope in Big Lake
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• BECKER
Grace Lutheran Church (LCMS)
Pastor: David M. Johnson, 763-
262-7782, 11185 27th Ave SE. 
Services: Sun. Worship 9am, Sun. 
School 10:30am, Wed. J.U.M.P. 
6pm.
Becker Baptist Church
Pastors: Nathan Bucher (Acting), 
Kevin Drehmel (Youth) & Amy 
Drehmel (Dir. Of Ministry), 763-
261-4202, 11951 Hancock St. 
Services: Sun. Worship/Children 
10:30am, Wed. Youth Group 
6:30pm. www.beckerbaptist.org. 
Becker Evangelical Free Church
Pastors: Patrick Drury (Senior), 
Chris Salvevold (Youth), 763-261-
4125, Becker High School, Office: 
11373 150th Ave SE. Services: 
Sun. Worship/Teaching/Fellow-
ship 10am.
Mary of the Visitation 
Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-
3339, 12100 Sherburne Ave. Ser-
vices: Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 
9:30am.
Faith (Becker) Lutheran 
Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Yolanda Denson-Byers, 
763-261-5751, 11755 Sherburne 
Ave. Services: Sun. Worship 9:30 
am, Sun. School 10am.
Oakwood Community 
Church Assemblies of God
Pastors: Gerry Bass & Sarah, 763-
220-6004, 13140 1st St (SW Cor-
ner of Becker Furniture World). 
Services: Sun. Bible Study/Sun. 
School 9am, Sun. Worship 10am.
Snake River Free Church
Pastor: Steve Johnston, 612-219-
8648, 180th St SE. Services: Sun. 
Worship/Sun. School 10:30am., 
Hymn Sing is second Sun. of every 
month.
Becker Christian Center & 
Abundant Grace Church
Pastor: Ken Hanson, 763-262-2177, 
15455 59th St SE. Services: Sun. 
Praise & Worship 9:30am, Wed. 
Family Fellowship 7pm.

Beacon House of Prayer
Pastors: Brian & Linda Holmes, 
763-263-3771, 12264 Pleasant Ave. 
Services: Thurs. Worship 6:30pm.
Free Grace United
Pastor: Kevin Wilson, 763-245-
0001, 14000 Clubhouse Ln. Ser-
vices: Wed. Worship 6:30pm.

• BIG LAKE
Acts Seventh-Day Adventists 
Community Church
Pastor: Bill Nixon, 763-263-2287, 
20455 187th Ave Nw. Services: 
Sat. Worship 9am, Sat. Sabbath 
School 10:15am.
Bethany Bible Church
763-263-2167, 511 Eagle Lake 
Road. Services: Sun. School 9am, 
Sun. Worship 10am.
Bridgeview Assembly of God
Pastor: Steve Royalty, 763-263-
6274, 20500 County Road 11. Ser-
vices: Sun. Worship 10am, Wed. 
Service 6:30pm.
SVEA Hill Covenant Church
Pastor: Don Bellach, 763-263-
6322, 16392 235th Ave NW. Ser-
vices: Sun. Worship 10am.
Cornerstone Baptist Church
Pastor: Gordon Langdon, 763-263-
7878, 15300 County Road 35. 
Hope Lutheran Church 
(ELCA) in Orrock
763-263-7990. www.hopeintheref-
uge.weebly.com.
IFLESIA AMOR VIVIENTE
Living Love Church
Pastores: Juan & Patricia Aguayo, 
763-607-5403, 21 Lake St N. Ser-
vices: Sat. 6pm.
Lord of Glory Lutheran Church
Pastor: Marty Mably, 763-263-
3090, 15550 190th Ave NW. Ser-
vices: Sun. 8am & 10am.
Mary of the Visitation 
Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-
3339, 440 Lake St N. Services: 
Mass temporarily at Becker loca-
tion, Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 
9:30am.
Riverside Church
Online: www.myriversidechurch.

com, 763-263-2410, 2014 County 
Road 14. Services: Sun 8:45am, 
10:30am & 12:05pm.
Saron Lutheran Church
Pastor: Kyle Sidlo, 763-263-2209, 
311 Lake St. S. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9:30am, indoors or livestream.

• SANTIAGO
South Santiago Lutheran 
Church ELCA
Pastor: Daryl Thul, 763-662-2048, 
14675 37th St. Services: Sun. 9am 
drive-in Worship, Sanctuary Wor-
ship 10am.
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 
E.L.S. & Princeton Evangelical 
School
Pastor: Timothy Zenda, 763-662-
2570, 18977 17th St. Services: 
Sun. School/Bible Class 10:30am, 
Divine Worship 9am.
Glendorado Lutheran (ELCA)
Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Shari Routh, 920-573-0193, 
1100 186th Ave NE. Services: Sun 
Good Shepherd 9am, Sun. Glendo-
rado 10:30am.
Gethsemane Church 
(ELCA) – Ronneby
Pastor: Barbara Peterson, 320-983-
5002, 14478 78th St. NE. Services: 
Sun. Worship 10am.
Glendorado Evangelical 
Country Church
Pastor: Sam Alfano, 763-662-2244, 
16999 Glendorado Road NE. Ser-
vices: Sun. School 9:30am, Sun. 
Worship 10:30am.

• CLEAR LAKE
Living Waters Church
Pastor: Mark Stahl, 320-292-0250, 
7830 Church St. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am, Wed. Bible Study 
6:30pm.
Trinity Lutheran Church 
Missouri Synod
Pastor: Josh Reber, 320-743-2919, 
8641 Main Ave. Services: Sun. 
Worship 8:45am, Sun. School 
9:45am.

St. Marcus Catholic Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-
743-2481, 8701 Main Ave. Ser-
vices: Sat. Confessions 4:15pm, 
Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. Jan-June 8am, 
July-Dec. 10am.

• DUELM
St. Lawrence Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-
968-7502 or 320-743-2481, 10915 
Duelm Road NE. Services: Sun 
Mass – Jan-June 10am, July-Dec. 
8am.

• CLEARWATER
Clearwater United 
Methodist Church
Pastor: Alison Hendley, 320-558-
2581, 405 Main St. Services: Sun. 
Worship 9:30am.
Freedom Bible Church
605 Lime St. (Old Clearwater Post 
Office). Services: Sun. Bible Study 
9:30am & 6pm, Sun. Worship 
10:45am, Wed. Bible Study 7pm.
Rejoice Lutheran Church – 
ELCA
Pastor: Jim Bump, 320-558-6851, 
1155 County Road 75. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9:30am.
Church of St. Luke
Father: Dennis Backer, 320-558-
2124, 17545 Huber Ave NW. Ser-
vices: Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 
8am & 10am, Weekday Mass 
Tues.-Fri. 8am/Sat. 9am.
Tri-County Alliance Church
Pastor: David Fogal, 320-558-
2750, 8464 160th St NW. Services: 
Sun. School 9am, Sun. Worship 
10:30am.

• SILVER CREEK
Immanuel Lutheran Church
Pastor: Ken Tatkenhorst, 763-878-
2820, 11390 Elliot Ave NW. Ser-
vices: Sun. Worship 9am
Silver Creek Community Church
Pastor: Zach Pryor, 320-963-3957, 
4282 114th St NW. Services: Sun. 
Worship 9am, Sun. Fellowship 
10am, Sun. School 10:30am. 
.
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SMALL-TOWN 
COMMUNITIES LOVE 
THEIR LOCAL PAPERS

A recent study found that 67% of 
small-town residents read their 
local paper at least one time per 
week. Out of the participants, 78% 
said newspapers were their main 
source for information about local 
news, and 71% of participants said 
newspaper inserts motivated them 

with their buying decisions.
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Eventually, she found 
a post on one of her Face-
book forums from the owner 
of PS I Love You, who was 
looking for someone who 
could make goat milk soaps 
to sell in the consignment 
shop. Emma replied, and the 
two entered into an agree-
ment. Farm Girl Soaps are 
available at the shop today.

All Natural Soaps
Emma’s soaps are very 

special, and not just because 
of the entrepreneurial spirit 
she puts into her business. 
Her soaps are completely 
natural, without harsh 
chemicals or scents. She 
makes them through a “cold 
process,” which makes it 
different from soaps avail-
able in department stores. 
Large brands are technically 
classified as “detergent” by 
the FDA. Emma’s soaps, in 
comparison, are true soaps, 
and will be much easier 
on the skin than the large 
brands.

Growing the Business
Emma is putting some 

of the money she makes into 
saving for college, but a lot 
of it is going into growing 
her business. She hopes to 
purchase more equipment to 
help in her soaping, and she 
also hopes to offer online 
shopping in the near future. 

Further down the road, 
Emma would like to sell her 
products at more locations 
around the community, such 
as at coffee shops. She’d 
also like to try making new 
products, such as shampoos 
and baby soap. One day, she 
says she would love to open 
her own shop.

Emma had a few peo-
ple in her life who helped 
show her how to run a busi-
ness, but for the most part 
the entrepreneur did all the 
research on her own. She 
certainly will have great 
success in the future.

For more information, 
see the Farm Girl Soaps 
Facebook page at www.
Facebook.com/Farm.Girl.
Soaps.MN.

SOAP from page 1
As a result, the Sher-

burne County History Cen-
ter is short on funding, since 
it has not been receiving 
money for hosting events. 
In an effort to help, SCAT 
has been asking member 
townships to pay their 
normal dues that would 
normally be used towards 
reserving the event space, 
in spite of not attending in 
person.

The board had no prob-
lem making the donation, 
since it is money that is 
normally earmarked for the 
same purpose.

E911 Posts Purchased
The board moved to 

purchase 70 E911 (fire 
number) posts to use within 
the township. E911 num-
bers are reflective signs 
placed at the ends of drive-
ways clearly displaying the 
house number. They are 
helpful in case of an emer-
gency when first respond-
ers need to quickly find a 
home. There is no law stat-
ing that the township needs 
to supply these signs or the 
posts, but they have set a 
precedent to supply each 
new home with one of each, 
since they are so helpful to 
first responders. Replace-
ment signs and posts are 
available for purchase from 
the township.

Town Hall Hours
Since Chris Weber be-

came the new town clerk, 
she has been spending more 
daytime hours at the town 
hall. Because of this, she 
asked the board members 
if they would like to offi-
cially list town hall busi-
ness hours. At the time of 
the meeting, there were no 
official hours, but Weber 
said she was happy to pick 
up the phone if it rang while 
she was working there. 

Kimberly-Maas and 
Supervisor Paul Ellinger 
pointed out the downsides 
to advertising hours. They 
were worried Weber would 
end up spending all her time 
on the phone and needing to 

work longer hours as a re-
sult. They weren’t opposed 
to the idea, but they wanted 
to advertise for only one or 
two days in the week, and 
reevaluate after a while. 

Supervisor Felber 
noted that one of the big-
gest complaints the board 
receives from township 
citizens is the lack of pub-
lished hours, and so he was 
in favor of posting hours for 
at least one or two days per 
week.

In the end, Weber and 
the board agreed to hold 
official town hall hours on 
Wednesdays from 9 a.m. to 
noon.

Roads
As in the words of an-

other Patriot reporter, Mark 
Kolbinger, it wouldn’t be a 
township meeting without 
discussion of roads. For the 
benefit of the new board 
members, Town Engineer 
Mike Nielsen discussed 
how roads were evaluated 
for maintenance and repair.

According to Nielsen, 
the roads are evaluated 
based on the number of vis-
ible cracks and distresses 
on the pavement. Based 
on how much wear the 
engineer can see, the road 
is given a score between 
1-100, with a low score in-
dicating more wear.

Any road with a score 
above 80 is good to go 
without needing any main-
tenance. Roads scoring be-
tween 50-80 will receive an 
overlay, to preserve it lon-
ger. Once the score drops 
to between 30-50, the en-
gineer won’t do anything – 
the road is far enough gone 
that overlays and basic 
maintenance won’t help 
any more, but not quite far 
enough gone that it’s time 
to begin the costly process 
of resurfacing. Once the 
score falls below 30, then 
the engineer will resurface 
the road.

Nielsen said the over-
all score for the township 
roads was 79, so in decent 

shape but maybe needing 
some overlays in the near 
future on some roads.

He told the new board 
members that the most im-
portant thing for them to 
remember was to not spend 
money on roads that were 
too far gone (in the 30-50 
score range.) The repairs 
would not extend the life 
of the road long enough to 
be worth the work or the 
money.

Supervisor Adams 
ended the road discussion 
by thanking Town Con-
tractor Daryl Waletzko for 
the good work he did with 
plowing and sanding the 
roads, noting that there 
were relatively few com-
plaints from residents so 
far this season. The board 
is still discussing purchas-
ing an ice breaker with 
Waletzko.

 Reorganizational 
Meeting
After the regular meet-

ing, the board held its re-
organizational meeting. 
Members were assigned to 
various committees, and the 
board set a wage for mem-
bers and for the clerk. 

In other news, the 
board: 

• Moved to again par-
ticipate in the annual Big 
Lake Recycle Day.

• Moved to purchase 
a portable cabinet to hold 
new A/V equipment, which 
can be moved and locked 
away when needed.

• Decided to change 
their meeting dates to the 
fourth Wednesday of each 
month, rather than the third.

•  Named the Patriot 
and Elk River Star News as 
their official papers, since 
they had citizens in the 
range of both papers.

ORROCK from page 1

BECKER AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE met for their monthly meeting re-
cently at Charlie’s Bar & Grill. Amy Drehmel from Compassion Connection, one of 
the featured speakers, was grateful for the recent coat drive held by the chamber 
that brought in 105 coats. Compassion Connection was started by foster/adoptive 
moms with a desire to help bridge the gap between foster families and caregivers 
and those who want to help by meeting practical needs and providing support 
beyond the system. They have since included caring for all families in need through 
their resource center. For more information one may contact her at 815-980-9633. 
(Submitted Photo).



Patriot, Saturday, January 30, 2021 • Page 5

Alpha
Do you have questions 

about faith, life, God & the 
church?  Want a great place to 
explore the Christian faith for 
yourself? Alpha is an 11 week 
in-person or online experience 
which is designed to do just 
that in an open and caring en-
vironment. 

Next session begins Mon., 
Jan. 18 @ 7pm at Riverside 
Church (20314 County Rd 
14, Big Lake).  Learn more & 
register at www.myriverside-
church.com/alpha.

The Alpha Marriage Course
The Marriage Course is a 

series of seven sessions, de-
signed to help couples invest 
in their relationship & build a 
strong marriage.  Nicky & Sila 
Lee, authors of The Marriage 
Book, developed The Marriage 
Course for couples looking for 
practical support to strengthen 
their relationship. The course 
is designed to help couples 
build strong foundations, learn 
to communicate more effec-
tively & resolve differences 
well.  

This 7-week course be-
gins on Mon., Jan. 18 @ 7pm 
at Riverside Church (20314 
County Rd 14, Big Lake).  
Learn more & register at www.
myriversidechurch.com/mar-
riagecourse

Becker American 
Legion Auxiliary

Meetings are held the 
second Tues. of every month 
at the old fire hall in Becker, 
7 pm. Paula Hinds 763-262-
6679. 

Becker 
American Legion
Becker Legion meets the 

second Tues. of every month 
at 7 pm at Becker Legion (old 
fire hall).

Becker AA Meeting
Area 35 Alcoholics 

Anonymous District 5 meets 
Thurs. at 8 pm at Church of 
Mary of the Visitation, 12100 
Sherburne Ave., Becker. 
Steve 612-889-1000.

Becker Boy Scout 
Pack 92 Cardboard, Paper 

& Aluminum
Bring your aluminum 

cans to the trailer located near 
Becker True Value & paper 
& cardboard recyclables to 
the dumpsters near the same 
location the first Sat. of every 
month. There will be a Scout 
there to help unload between 
9 am-12 pm. 

Becker Evangelical 
Ministries

Every Wed., 6-7:30 pm 
at Becker Middle School. 
GYM 45 - growing young 
men. HIS KIDZ - K-3rd 
grade. G.I.R.L.S. GROUP - 
4th & 5th grade girls. 

Becker Free Church 
(763) 261-4125 or register 
online at WWW.BECKER-
FREECHURCH.ORG (under 
Youth Connection click 
“Event Registration”).

Becker Food Shelf 
Open Tues., 9-11 am & 

Thurs. 4-6 pm. The food shelf 
is  located 12060 Sherburne 
Ave. in City Hall. 763-261-
4612.

Becker Lions Club
Meetings are held the 

second Mon. each month at 7 
pm at Becker City Park. Dale 
Seavert 320-290-5342.

Becker Lions Collecting 
Items To Recycle 

Items are: eye glasses, 
hearing aids, cell phones & 
printer ink cartridges. Collec-
tion boxes are located at the 
Becker Community Center 
(entryway) & Insight Eye care.

Becker Sons of the
American Legion

Squadron 193
Meets the third Tues. of 

each month at 7 pm at Becker 
Legion (old fire hall). Looking 
for new members. Commander 
John Fischbach 320-249-0579.

Becker Beyond the 
Yellow Ribbon Meeting

The monthly meetings are 
held 6 pm the third Thurs. of 
the month at Becker City Hall. 
320-980-2752 or see the state 
website at www.beyondtheye-
llow ribbon.org. 

Big Lake American Legion 
Post #147

Meets the first Thurs. of 
the month @ 7 pm. Commu-
nity Room by the Big Lake 
Police Station, 790 Mnnesota 
Ave, Big Lake 55309. Please 
contact Commander Paul 
Seefeld 612-801-7731. 

Big Lake OPEN 
AA Meetings

Mon., 7pm at the Church 
of Mary of the Visitation Cath-
olic Church, Big Lake. Big 
Book Study, Handicap Ac-
cessible. Questions? Contact: 
Rob, 763-218-5328.

Big Lake Al-Anon
Meetings held Mon., 7pm 

by ZOOM. Please contact Lau-
rie, 763-218-5330 for more 
information & meeting log-in.

The Big Lake American 
Legion Auxiliary 

Meets the first Tues. of 
each month at 6:30 pm. in the 
Senior Citizen Center at Big 
Lake City Hall. Please contact 
Kathy at 763-263-6093 for 
membership information.

Big Lake Beyond the 
Yellow Ribbon

The Big Lake Beyond 
the Yellow Ribbon meets at 
6:30pm on the third Mon., of 
each month in the Community 
Room adjacent to the Big Lake 
Police Dept. & the Big Lake 
Library.

Big Lake Community 
Food Shelf

The Big Lake Community 
Food Shelf hours of service 
are Mon. & Thurs. 5:30-7:30 
pm & Wed. 9-11 am. We also 
serve clients every “Freebie 
Friday” from 10:30-11:30 am., 
providing produce, dairy, & 
bakery goods. To volunteer 
call 763-263-2432 or www.
blcfs.org.

The Big Lake Lions 
Looking for community 

minded people to join our 
organization. If interested in 
getting involved with our or-
ganization, please contact any 
Lion member or send a note to 
P.O. Box 128, Big Lake, MN 
55309 or 763-263-2218.

Big Lake Lioness
If you are interested in 

joining an organization ded-
icated to service within their 
community, come visit us the 
second Mon. of every month at 
the Lions Park on CR 5 in Big 
Lake. Social starts at 6:30 pm 
& the meeting begins at 7pm. 
All are welcome to attend.

The Big Lake 
Women of Today

Hold a monthly general 
meeting at Senior Activity 
Center located in the Big Lake 
City Office Building on the 3rd 
Thurs. of the month @ 7pm. 
Contact Natalie @ 612-518-
3504 or find us at FaceBook or 
www.biglakewomenoftoday.
webs.com.

Clear Lake Legion 
Meets the second Tues. 

of the month at Palmer Twp. 
Hall. The Legion will meet at 
7 pm. New members are al-
ways welcome. Bud Stimmler 
at 320-761-5793.

Clearwater AA/Alanon
Meeting is at 7 pm, Sun. 

night at Clearwater United 
Methodist Church, 405 Main 
St. Clearwater. 320-310-1399 
AA or 320-558-6613 for Al-
Anon.

Clearwater AA Meeting
Mon. nights, 7 pm at Re-

joice Lutheran Church, 1155 
CR 75, Clearwater. 612-801-
7317.

Clearwater Legion
Clearwater Legion meet-

ings are held the second Thurs. 
of the month. Auxiliary 6:30 
pm, S.A.L. at 7 pm, Legion 
7:30 pm. Clearwater Legion, 
Clearwater.

Clearwater-Clear Lake 
Food Shelf

Open Mon. 5:30-7 pm, 
Tues. 9-11 am & 6-8 pm, Wed. 
3-5 pm & in the brown Lions 
Community Building beneath 
the water tower in Clearwater.  
We service residents of Clear-
water & Clear Lake.

Clearwater
Narcotics Anonymous 

 Meetings are at 7 pm, 
Wed. night at Clearwater 
United Methodist Church, 405 
Main St. Clearwater. 612-607-
4484.

Dementia Support Group
The fourth Wed. of each 

month at 10-11 am, Room 19 
at Becker Community Center, 
11500 Sherburne Ave. No 
cost to join. Tami Kolbinger at 
612-590-2449 or email tjkol-
binger@ gmail.com.

DivorceCare
DivorceCare is a 13-week 

group designed to help those 
recovering from separation or 
divorce & face the challenges 
to move toward rebuilding 
their life.  Next session begins 
Mon., Jan. 18, 6:30-8pm at 
Riverside Church (20314 CR 
14, Big Lake).  

For more information and 
to register for this session, visit 
www.myriversidechurch.com/
divorcecare.

FREE - Advocates for
 Independence

 First & third Wed. of the 
month 2-4 pm at Independent 
Lifestyles, 215 North Benton 
Drive, Sauk Rapids. Make a 
difference in your community 
for people w/disabilities. Mi-
chele Pelka 320-281-2042.  All 
abilities are welcome to attend.

Free Grace Recovery
Sun. 6-8 pm at Clear Lake 

Town Hall, 7684 1st Ave. W. 
Clear Lake. A light meal will 
be served at 6 pm. Everyone 
is welcome. Justin or Renee at 
612-384-9069.

FREE - The Saint Cloud 
Area Parkinson’s Disease 

(PD) Support Group in-
vites you to “Coffee & Con-
versation” the last Wed. 
monthly at 10 am at Edge-
wood Living 677 Brianna 
Drive, Sartell. Meetings are 
open to those diagnosed w/
PD, their families, caregivers, 
& the general public. Group 
provides support, educa-
tion, & awareness about the  
disease. Bobbi 320-281-3343.  

God’s Grub Community 
Meal

Second Sun. of every 
month, 4:30-6:30 pm. Saron 
Lutheran, Big Lake, 311 Lake 
Street South. Served curbside, 
ready to go.

GriefShare
A 13 week group for those 

grieving the loss of a family 
member or friend.  The sup-
port group contains messages 
& material each week to help 
walk you through recovering 
from your loss & looking for-
ward to rebuilding your life.  
New sessions begin Thurs., 
Jan. 14 @ 1pm or Mon., Jan. 
18 @ 6:30pm at Riverside 
Church (20314 CR 14, Big 
Lake). 

For more information and 
to register for this session, visit 
www.myriversidechurch.com/
griefshare.

Help Support a Healthy 
Big Eagle Lake

BELIA, the Big Eagle 
Lake Improvement Associa-
tion, will be holding a fund-
raiser Sat., Feb. 6, 1-4pm. 
Will be serving pulled pork 
& hot dogs provided by “Gess 
What’s Cookin”! Come on out 
& enjoy some hot food while 
you fish.

Big Eagle Lake is lo-
cated north of Big Lake off of 
CR75. Look for a tall black & 
green flag on the ice to find us. 
This is going to be delicious! 
Thanks for your support of Big 
Eagle Lake!

Life Recovery Group
Life Recovery is a pro-

gram built to foster & encour-
age healthy recovery from all 
of life’s ugliness. Designed for 
those who have experienced 
the effects of sin & separation 
from God in their lives. This 
may be drugs, alcohol, over-
eating, pornography, or any of 
the other numerous ways peo-
ple experience disconnection 
from God. Join others in this 
warm environment where an 
intentional focus on Christ is 
foundational to recovery. 

This 12-week group be-
gins Mon., Jan. 18 @ 6:30pm 
at Riverside Church (20314 

County Rd 14, Big Lake).  
Register for this session at 
www.myriversidechurch.com/
liferecovery.

Living with Parkinson’s 
Under The Age of 60
We meet the third Tuesday  

of each month from 6:30-8pm 
at Saron Lutheran Church, 311 
Lake Street So., Big Lake, MN 
55309.  

Any questions, please call 
Camille Johnson at 763-350-
7401.

Mental Health 
Discussion Group

Meets Mon., 6-7 pm at 
Independent Lifestyles, 215 
N. Benton Dr., Sauk Rapids. 
This is a free group, everyone 
is welcome. Ricky 320-281-
2025.

Parkinson’s Disease
Support Group

Meets third Mon. of the 
month, from 1-2:30 pm at IL-
ICIL Independent Lifestyles, 
215 N. Benton Dr., Sauk 
Rapids. This free group pro-
vides support, education, & 
awareness about the disease. 
Independent Lifestyles at 320-
529-9000.

Rivers of Hope
Advocates for ending 

family violence, is a non-profit 
community based agency 
offering advocacy, support, 
education & referral services 
for victims of family violence. 
Working in partnerships w/
schools, law enforcement, 
social service agencies & the 
court system in Sherburne & 
Wright Co. 763-295-3433 or 
1-800-439-2642 or info@riv-
ersofhope. org. Free & confi-
dential. Phones answered 24/7.

Senate District 13 
GOP Convention

Senate District 13 GOP 
Convention will be held Feb. 
27, 9am on Zoom. Notifica-
tion of and Password for the 
meeting will be emailed to all 
with known email addresses in 
SD13. Election of board will 
be at this meeting. People in-
terested in positions or have 
questions sd13republicans@
gmail.com or call Peter at 320-
267-6677.

Snake River Free Mission 
Church Upcoming Events

Hymn sings are held every 
other month on the second 
Sun. at 4:30 pm. Next hymn 
sing is Sun., Feb. 14. Check 
Snake River Church FaceBook 
page for updates.

5 mi. N of Hwy 10 on CR 
11, 1.5 mi. E n CR4 & then 
L on 180th Ave (8940 180th 
Ave), Becker. Mary 612-219-
8648. 

Volunteer as a Foster 
Grandparent 

Local schools & organi-
zations need caring adults like 
you! Orientation, training & 
ongoing support are provided. 
Pat Braun 612-390-0617.

Wright County 
Community Action

You have been affected & 
are having or are anticipating 
having difficulity paying your  
mortgage, WCCA is here to 
help you navigate your op-
tions & keep your home. To 
speak with a homeownership 
advisor, call Wright County 
Community Action at 320-
963-6500 ext. 238 today. 
Services are unbiased, confi-
dential & free of charge. 

Young @ Heart
Group meeting at Rejoice 

Lutheran Church in Clear-
water, will be canceled until 
further notice. We will wait 
until the state allows churches 
& other gatherings to begin 
& then look at our group & 
make a decision. 

4th Annual ICE DAY
On The Chain

Lake Julia, Sat., Feb. 6, 
2021. Fishing registration 
11:30-12pm, fishing tourna-
ment 12-2:30pm, golf tourna-
ment 1:30-3:30pm.

Pond Hockey Hole in one 
contest, Cornhole & more 
games. Free brats & chips 
with non-perishable food do-
nation or personal hygiene 
items (cash preferred). “Clear-
water-Clear Lake Emergency 
Food Shelf”.

Announcements

ANNOUNCE 
YOUR FREE 

EVENT!
DEADLINE 

IS NOON ON 
WEDNESDAY

763-275-0275

Attorneys

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

763-262-2889

www.jeddelohsnyder.com

• Family Law
• Real Estate
• Business Planning
• Business Litigation
• Wills & Trusts
• Estate Planning
• Guardianships

101 Jefferson Blvd.
Big Lake

Cleaning

763-568-5558

DEBBIE’S CLEANING 
SERVICE, LLC

Buzz
Me

Homes • Offices • New Construction

“busy as a bee”

Try our fast & accurate tax service. We help you 
find every available deduction. Small business & 
farms welcome! Over 35 years at this location. 

CLEARWATER TAX 
& ACCOUNTING SERVICE LLC

935 Clearwater Center (next to The Kettle) • (320)558-6800
www.ClearwaterTax.net

NEW CLIENTS - Clip this ad to redeem for a 10% discount.

GIVE 

YOURSELF 

A BREAK!

Tax Preparation

935 Clearwater Professional Building
((332200))  555588--22220011

Tues: 10:30 - 6:30 • Wed., Fri.: 8:30 - 4:30
ALSO: 1500 Northway Drive, St. Cloud

Member of American
Academy of Dental

Group Practice

“A Reason to
Smile!”

Jeff Flemming, DDS
Brent Deragisch, DDS

Dental

BUSINESS & 
PROFESSIONAL 

SERVICES 
DIRECTORY

An Amazing 
Lady is Turning 

80!
Luella “Lu” Schuette
We hope you have a 

wonderful birthday on 
February 5th!

- With love from your 
family!

Birthday Announcement
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Call us at 763-275-0275 for all 
your advertising needs!

• Letters to the Editors: The PATRIOT  welcomes letters to the editor. Addresses and telephone num-
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the writer. E-mailed letters can be accepted. The deadline for all letters is noon Wednesday. Limit 
letters to 200 words or less. Letters will be printed at the discretion of the editor and are subject to 
editing for grammar, libel and brevity. 2 letters per writer per subject each year.

• Obituaries: Obituaries are $50 prepaid. The Editor reserves the right to edit lengthy obituaries.

The Patriot, under the continuation of the Citizen-Tribune, is the official legal newspaper for Sherburne 
County, Becker School District #726,  Big Lake, Palmer, Clear Lake, Clearwater, Orrock, Palmer & Santiago 

Townships, City of Becker.

• Submitted Material: There will be a $30 charge for all thank you, engagement, wedding and 
birth  announcement pictures.  The PATRIOT is not responsible for correctness of ads received 
by telephone.

• Deadlines: Wednesday 12 pm Legals & Notices,  Wednesday 10 am Display & Classified Ads.
• Subscription Rates: $75 annually, $37.50 for six months, $18.75 for three months or $1.57 a week.
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TO THE EDITOR:
Letter To Senators
During Trump’s four 

years as president, he ac-
complished more than 
most other presidents, 
accomplishments never 
acknowledged by our cor-
rupt media or by the Dem-
ocrats. All Trump ever got 
from you is mudslinging. 
Not one word of appreci-
ation or respect. Trump 
didn’t incite a riot, as the 
media would like to make 
us think. Their deliberate 
lie by omission was that, 
in his speech before the 
gathering, he directed his 
supporters to be peaceful 
and patriotic. 

To impeach a presi-
dent after he left office 
is despicable to say the 
least.  I’m ashamed to call 
myself a Minnesotan be-
cause of your lies, failure 
to acknowledge truth, and 
disrespect for Trump and 
his office. I would cer-
tainly never vote for you.  
If you haven’t read them, 
Trump’s accomplishments 
were in last week’s paper. 
I didn’t write them; I just 
saw that they were printed 
for all to see.
Mary Jo Mosher
Becker, MN

TO THE EDITOR:
Why is the Northstar 
Still Running?
I first raised the ques-

tion in April, why with 
everything locked down 
because of COVID, is the 
Northstar line still running 
with little if any ridership.

September, I again 
questioned why the North-
star, while running at 3% 
of its normal ridership is 
still operating, sending 
emails to various State 
Senators, TV Stations, 
Radio Stations Newspa-
pers, and Met Council 
Members.

October 15, the Star 
Tribune printed a story de-
scribing how ridership had 
plunged by 95% during 
the pandemic, stating how 

the operation of this train 
requires a per passenger 
subsidy of $794.00

October 21, KSTP 
Channel 5, ran a story 
about the Northstar and its 
almost non-existent rider-
ship.

October 25 – I sent 
emails to the Sherburne/
Anoka/Hennepin County 
Commissioners, as well as 
a number of legislatures, 
asking that they pass a 
Resolution stating that the 
Northstar be suspended 
until COVID-19 Pan-
demic is over. I also stated 
these concern November 
3, at a Sherburne County 
Commissioners meeting.

As of this writing 
(1/17/2021) –The North-
star is still in operation; 
neither Sherburne, Anoka 
or Hennepin Counties 
have passed (or as far as 
I can even tell discussed), 
a resolution to suspend all 
Northstar Line as a result 
of reduced pandemic rid-
ership.   

Over 13 million dol-
lars for transporting 55 
people back and forth to 
work every day.

Just think of how that 
money could have been 
used to help those put 
out of work/business as 
a result of the Governors 
Executive Orders?  Think 
about how this money 
could have been used to 
rebuild Mpls. after the 
Floyd Riots.  I could go 
on.

Not only do we need 
to shutdown the Northstar 
Line now, but fire all of 
those responsible for al-
lowing for this trains con-
tinued operation.
Bret R. Collier
Big Lake, MN

TO THE EDITOR:
Last Thursday, January 

22nd, marked the 48th an-
niversary of Roe vs Wade, 
the tragic decision made 
by the Supreme Court to 
legalize the killing of un-
born babies, called abor-

tion. 
Since that day over 

62,000,000 children’s 
lives have been taken, not 
to enjoy the love of their 
mothers or fathers. 

On Sunday, January 
24th, our church, the Tri-
County Alliance Church 
near Clearwater will have 
our Sanctity of Woman 
Life Sunday & give out 
baby bottles to help sup-
port the St. Cloud Preg-
nancy Center that saves 
babies from the cruelty of 
abortion. I will be reading 
a poem from a book in 
our church library during 
the worship service. The 
name of book written by 
John McTernan, a mem-
ber of Int. Cops for Christ, 
is God’s final warning to 
America. 

The poem written by 
a fellow returning from 
Washington D.C. after a 
100,000 March for Life 
crowd at the Capital on 
January 22nd, 1992. 

Since 1992 over 32 
million children have 
been aborted in the past 
29 years. 

Early last Wednes-
day morning  I watched 
TV with a sad feeling as 
I watched our 45th Presi-
dent Donald Trump, hand 
in hand with his wife leave 
the White House for the 
last time to enter a heli-
copter. He was the best 
President for Pro-Life we 
have ever had, the only 
one to be at the Pro-Life 
rally last year. He was 
able to put three Pro-Life 
people into the Supreme 
Court in his 4-year term. 

I will be praying for 
President Biden the next 
four years for his health. 
That the still small voice 
of God would touch his 
heart on the abortion issue. 
God forgive our nation on 
this 48 years of killing the 
unborn.
Jim Aleckson,
Becker, MN

Letters To Editor

Grateful For Peace Officers
On Wednesday, Jan. 

6, during a joint session 
of congress, an attack oc-
curred at the U.S. Capitol, 
resulting in a breach of the 
capitol complex and a great 
threat to the members and 
staff inside. There is no 
excuse for this behavior, 
and we as Americans must 
not tolerate it. The First 
Amendment is a corner-
stone of American Democ-
racy that so many before 
have exercised peacefully 
and successfully. Violence 
is never appropriate. 

Throughout this threat, 
Capitol Police and all pres-
ent law enforcement self-
lessly stood their ground 
in defense of the Capitol, 
members, and staff. You 
might have read about some 
of the officers who became 
heroes that day like Offi-

cer Brian D. Sicknick, who 
gave his life standing up to 
rioters, and Officer Eugene 
Goodman, who bravely and 
peacefully diverted individ-
uals away from the Senate, 
saving countless lives.

I am proud to be a co-
sponsor of House Resolu-
tion 39, an effort to honor 

the bravery and self-sac-
rifice by officers of the 
United States Capitol Po-
lice and other Federal, 
State, and local law en-
forcement agencies during 
the Jan. 6 attack on the 
United States Capitol.

More than 50 U.S. 
Capitol Police officers and 
other officers sustained 
injuries during the attack. 
Amidst this unprecedented 
violence, no members of 
the House of Representa-
tives or U.S. Senate were 
injured during the attacks. 
This can be attributed to the 
swift and courageous action 
of our law enforcement, and 
I could not be more grateful 
for their sacrifice.

By Congressman 
Tom Emmer

Gov. Walz’s Budget Proposal
My statement follows 

in response to the budget 
proposal Gov. Tim Walz 
issued for the upcoming 
biennium, including a $1.7 
billion tax increase that 
would give Minnesota the 
nation’s second-highest 
business tax and third-high-
est income tax rates:

The governor told 
people they can’t make a 
living and now he wants 
to raise their taxes. This is 
the wrong approach on so 
many levels. We’ve known 
for months that our econ-
omy was experiencing a 
setback, largely due to ex-
ecutive orders imposed by 

the governor. But, instead 
of working to mitigate the 
bottom line in advance, 
he has seemed more in-
terested in circumventing 

the legislative process to 
put COVID-19 patients in 
long-term care facilities, 
plan for a sea of corpses 
and tell Minnesotans what 
they must do or not do. 

You want more tax 
revenue for the state? 

Let’s work on re-open-
ing it so more people can 
get back to work and make 
a living. 

You want Minnesotans 
to be healthy? 

Let’s start promoting 
proven methods to help 
people live a healthy and 
happy life to the fullest.”

By Rep. 15B 
Shane Mekeland

Northern Shrikes Shirk Rules
I love rule breakers. 

You know, the critters in 
nature that don’t follow the 
rules we people lay out for 
them. A good example of 
this is the Opossum. How 
crazy is it for a mammal 
to have their babies borne 
after just 14 days gesta-
tion and spend the rest of 
their development outside 
of the womb and instead 
in a pouch located on 
their mother’s belly? How 
about White-breasted Nut-
hatches? They climb down 
trees headfirst while all the 
other birds are going head-
first up the tree. But one my 
favorite rule breaker is the 
Northern Shrike (Lanius 
excubitor).

The Northern Shrike 
is a robin-sized bird that 
is all gray with black 
wings and tail. It sports 
a handsome black 
mask like the fictional 
character, Zorro, and 
a large thick black 
hooked bill. It breeds 
way up north in the 
Northwest Territories of 
Canada and Alaska. How-
ever, the Northern Shrike 
often moves out of its 
breeding range during win-
ter in 10 year cycles based 
on the availability of small 
mammals which is a major 
part of their winter diet.

Shrikes are considered 
a predatory songbird. These 
two words “predator” and 

“songbird” should not be 
used in the same sentence 
unless you are talking about 
a hawk, the predator, eating 
a songbird, the prey. By 

defi-

nition, predators kill their 
prey before eating it. And 
songbirds are defined as 
birds known for their songs. 
Songbirds are peaceful 
birds that inhabit our gar-
dens and yards and fill the 
spring air with beautiful 

songs. Songbirds eat insects 
and seeds and don’t have a 
beef with any other birds. 
Except for the rule break-
ing shrike.

To be a predator like a 
hawk you need some basic 
equipment such as large 
strong feet with long sharp 
talons for holding and kill-
ing what you have caught. 
Here is where the shrike 
does not follow the predator 
bird rule. Remember, the 
shrike is a songbird, which 
have small weak feet used 
only to walk and hold onto 
branches when it perches. 
But that doesn’t stop the 
shrike from killing what it 
wants to eat.

Shrikes make a living 
in the winter by hunting, 
catching, and eating small 
mammals such as mice or 
voles. They perch high 
up and watch over an 
area for any movement 
below. Then they fly out 
and hover just above the 

unsuspecting mouse be-
fore dive down headfirst to 

deliver a deadly blow from 
their large bill. Just yester-
day I watched a shrike do 
what I just described and 
grab a vole and shake it 
violently for two seconds 
and the vole was dead. That 
fast. I was amazed.

Shrikes also hunt other 
birds. They are well known 
for flying into a bird feed-
ing station like a lightning 

By Stan Tekiela, 
Naturalist

Everyone in the United 
States, no matter which 
side of the fence they stand 
on, should be extremely 
concerned about the cen-
sorship that is now going 
on in our country.

I’m not making this 
statement as a democrat 
or a republican. This isn’t 
meant to be a political 
viewpoint. I actually con-
sider myself to be an inde-
pendent. I’ve always voted 
for the person I feel is best 
for the job and have voted 
for people from both parties 
over the years. I’m making 
this statement as an Amer-
ican citizen. People need 
to realize that what’s hap-
pening today is the canary 
in the coal mine. It’s only 
going to get worse. 

The mainstream media 
has been censoring us for 
years, people just haven’t 
realized it. How? By only 
telling one side of the story. 
This form of censorship is 
the number one reason for 
the enormous divide in our 
country. If you only hear 
one biased side of every 
story, you’re going to be-
lieve that side. The news 
wouldn’t lie to us, right? I 
stopped watching the U.S. 
news years ago. If you want 
to know the unbiased truth 
about what’s really hap-
pening in our country, you 
need to watch foreign news. 
In fact, I challenge each of 
you to try it for one week. 
It will probably be an eye-
opener. 

Concerning another 
form of censorship, when 
did big tech get to decide 
whose opinion is okay and 
whose isn’t? Those who 

are happy about it are the 
ones who disagree with the 
ones being banned. What 
happens when it’s their 
turn? And the fact that so-
cial media giants are able 
to band together to destroy 
their competition? That’s 
not technically censorship, 
but it leads to it. Guess 
what, it’s our own fault 
for giving them so much 
power. Some of you can 
remember when the gov-
ernment broke up the Bell 
System in the 1980s to end 
the monopoly they had on 
telephone service in the 
U.S. and Canada. Why isn’t 
that happening to social 
media? Will it ever?

Don’t get me started 
on the threats against hir-
ing anyone from the Trump 
administration or anyone 
who just supported him. 
What happened to the 
Equal Employment Oppor-
tunity laws, you know, the 
ones that prohibit discrim-
ination? How many of you 
have heard of the calls to 
“deprogram” Trump sup-
porters and their children? 
(If you don’t believe me, 
look it up.) Again, this isn’t 

technically censorship, but 
it leads to the destruction 
of anyone who doesn’t be-
lieve the same way as those 
in power. How does any 
American think any of this 
is okay?

Those celebrating cen-
sorship today are doing so 
because the people being 
censored are ones that they 
disagree with. Unfortu-
nately, if nothing changes 
it will be their turn tomor-
row. Welcome to China.

A friend of mine 
posted the following meta-
phor that I believe perfectly 
sums up what’s happening 
in the United States today.

“A dog had his chain 
reduced one link at a time, 
every few days, until his 
chain was so short, he could 
barely move. He never re-
sisted because he was con-
ditioned to the loss of his 
freedom slowly, over time.”

To me, what’s happen-
ing today in our country is 
terrifying. I naively never 
thought it could happen 
here.

I know there will be 
many of you who don’t 
agree with me, who think 
that what’s occurring in our 
country today is perfectly 
fine. While that’s disheart-
ening, it’s okay and I re-
spect that. The freedom to 
have disagreeing opinions 
is one of the many things 
that makes our country 
great. What we need to be 
concerned with is when that 
freedom is gone. And we’re 
getting dangerously close 
to that time.

By Penny Leuthard,
 Contributing Writer

Censorship Is Not Okay



Editorials/Opinions
Patriot, Saturday, January 30, 2021 • Page 7

TEKIELA from Page 6

Our beloved mother, sis-
ter and friend passed 
away at home Jan. 
13, 2021 sur-
rounded by 
loved ones. 
Age 82. 

S u r -
vived by 
son Troy 
(Veronica), 
d a u g h t e r 
Julie (Mar-
tin), sister 
Cheri  (Mi-
chael) and many 
nieces, nephews, 
grand and great-grand-
children.  

Jo’s beauty extended 
beyond serving as 

Becker’s first 
h o m e c o m i n g 

queen.  Her 
giving, self-
less spirit 
led all she 
did.  She 
now joins 
D o u g , 
her loving 

husband of 
48 years to 

dance once 
again in heaven. 

A celebration of life 
will be held in the spring.

WILMA ‘JO’ J. FOUNTAIN, AGE 82

Michael passed away on 
Saturday January 23, 2021 
at his home.  He is 
preceded in death 
by son, Paul.  
S u r v i v e d 
by wife, 
Paula; sons, 
J a m e s , 
John, An-
d r e w , 
M a r k , 
M i c h a e l ; 
g r andch i l -
dren, Car-
ter, Elsie, Jae, 
Joey, Aivah, Levi, 
Chase, Travis, Ash-
ley, Maddison, McKenna, 
Marshall; siblings, Catherine 
Becker, Polly Balko, Donna 
Belisle, Pat Gaffaney, Peter 
Gaffaney and Paul Gaffaney. 

Michael worked for the 
Soo Line Railroad for 34 
years.  He was a member of 
the Knights of Columbus and 
a Rosary maker.  He and Paula 
sponsored several children 

through Christian Foundation 
for Children and Aging.

Funeral Mass 
will be Satur-

day, January 
30, 2021 at 
11AM at 
Mary of the 
Visitation 
C a t h o l i c 
C h u r c h , 
440 Lake 
Street North 

in Big Lake.  
V i s i t a t i o n 

will be Friday 
from 4-6 PM at 

Peterson-Grimsmo 
Chapel, 250 East Broadway in 
Monticello and one hour prior 
to the service on Saturday at 
the church.

P.S. “Did you know my 
son, Mark, bought me this 
cane?” 

Arr. Peterson-Grimsmo 
Chapel 763-295-2918 www.
petersongrimsmochapel.com

MICHAEL GAFFANEY, AGE 72
BIG LAKE, MN

ObituariesGov. Walz’s Budget Proposal
G o v . 

Walz is pro-
posing a 
10% hike to 
M i n n e s o -
ta’s top tax 
bracket, a 15 
percent hike 
to Minne-
sota’s busi-
ness tax, and 
r e g r e s s i v e 
tax hikes on 
c i g a r e t t e s 
and vaping 
p r o d u c t s 
that disproportionately hit 
low-income Minnesotans. 
The Governor is proposing 
just .3% in cuts ($150 mil-
lion) out of a $52+ billion 
budget. 

After nearly a year of 
damage caused by govern-
ment mandated shutdowns, 
it is completely tone-deaf 
for the Governor to pro-

pose rais-
ing taxes on 
hardworking 
Minnesotans 
and busi-
nesses. I am 
commit ted 
to working 
hard to make 
sure that 
government 
shares in the 
sacrifice that 
so many had 
to endure in 
2020. That’s 

why we should balance the 
budget by reducing govern-
ment spending and stream-
lining state agencies and 
programs.

Lawmakers and the 
Governor must pass a new 
two-year budget by June 30 
to avoid a state government 
shutdown.

By Rep. 30A 
Paul Novotny

Focusing On Priorities
This week at the legis-

lature, I have been focusing 
on the priorities of this ses-
sion. I am concerned about 
recovering from COVID, 
rebuilding the economy, 
and keeping the elderly 
protected; however, my top 
priority will always be Min-
nesotans. 

Tuesday, Gov. Tim 
Walz announced his budget 
for the 2022-23 biennium. 
While my colleagues and I 
have been pushing to prior-
itize Minnesotans and how 
to recover from COVID, 
the Governor is pushing 
for tax hikes and increased 
spending, regardless of the 
$1.3 billion deficit.

While Minnesota 
families and businesses 
throughout the state have 
been making sacrifice after 
sacrifice to survive this pan-
demic, Gov. Walz is look-
ing for increased spending 
and higher taxes. Tuesday, 
a bill from Sen. Rosen 
passed through the State 
Government Committee 
requiring some government 
agencies to cut their admin-
istrative and operational 
budgets by 5% to lessen the 
financial burden brought on 
by the pandemic and budget 
deficit. This would not im-
pact Veteran Affairs or the 
Direct Care and Treatment 
sector of MDH.

Over the past year, 

Minnesotans 
have had to 
reform, re-
s t r u c t u r e , 
and resurrect 
their lives 
as life has 
changed by 
the minute. 
If Minne-
sotans are 
able to make 
these dras-
tic changes 
to adapt, the 
government 
can as well. A balanced 
Minnesota budget is pos-
sible without raising taxes 
and fees. I will continue to 
work with the Governor to 
create a budget that works 
for all of Minnesota. 

The Governor also 
announced his plan for 
education reform moving 
forward. I was hoping to 
hear about how to get all 
students back into the class-
room safely and as soon as 
possible, but that was not 
the main takeaway. While 
I agree with the Governor 
on the belief that each and 
every student has the right 
to a quality education, we 
have different beliefs on 
how to achieve that goal.

At this point, children 
have been out of school 
for nearly a year. Students 
are falling behind, strug-
gling with mental health, 

and these 
kids are con-
cerned for 
their future. 
The legisla-
ture needs 
to  move 
q u i c k l y 
as no one 
knows how 
this will im-
pact them 
from so-
cial, educa-
tional, and 
e c o n o m i c 

standpoint. These are the 
future leaders of the world 
and they are being left in 
the cold.

This week, I have 
passed two bills through 
the State Government 
Committee. The first fo-
cuses on lottery winners 
and will protect the pri-
vacy of Minnesotans who 
win the lottery. I believe 
this is an important safety 
measure for these winners 
to avoid harassment, solic-
itation, and in some cases, 
violence or murder. With 
this bill, lottery winners can 
choose to keep their iden-
tity anonymous to avoid 
any such trouble that may 
arise. Winning the lottery 
should be an exciting time, 
and with this bill we can re-
move fears from the winner 
so they can enjoy their prize 
with those they choose to 

share the news with.
The second bill I 

passed is to Stop the Flip 
of daylight savings. Twice 
a year we normalize chang-
ing the time for an arbitrary 
goal of having more sun-
light in the day. This switch 
is unnatural for our bodies 
and causes many issues that 
have gone mostly unno-
ticed because this has be-
come a tradition. Flipping 
the time impacts everyone 
– children, adults, even pets 
– by complicating sleeping 
patterns and affecting the 
circadian rhythm, responsi-
ble for body function, me-
tabolism, blood pressure, 
and even hormones. This 
bill is a one-time fix, with 
federal approval, to stop the 
arbitrary conformity to time 
zones and return to natural 
time. We do not lose any 
time by getting rid of day-
light savings, but we will 
be able to feel the benefits 
almost immediately.

Being your voice at 
the Capitol is one of the 
greatest honors of my life. 
Please feel free to reach out 
to my office to talk about 
your legislative concerns. 
I am here to represent 
you; please use me as your 
sounding board on a phone 
call, zoom meeting, or in 
person at the Capitol or in 
district.

By Mary Kiffmeyer 
State Senator 

Police & Sheriff Reports
Call for Service Summary: Total Calls for Service 
for Week: 230; 2020 Calls for Service: 782; Traffic 
Stops/Enforcement: 75; Citations: 9; Arrests: 6; Med-
ical Emergency Calls: 7; Mental Health Holds: 1; 
Civil Mediation (Child Custody-Property): 1
Big Lake Police Arrests: Randy Weeks – (Age 38 
– Big Lake, MN) – Wright County Felony War-
rant; Bradley Olsen – (Age 30 – Minneapolis, MN) 
– Sherburne County Felony Warrant; Cathleen 
Callender – (Age 38 – St. Paul, MN) – Felony 5th 
Degree Controlled Substance; Gage Morse – (Age 
24 – Rogers, MN) – GM 3rd Degree DWI; Dillon 
Grimes – (Age 30 – Shakopee, MN) – Felony Flee 
in a Motor Vehicle – Felony Warrant – Felony 5th 
Degree Controlled Substance; John Epperly – 
(Age 51 – Big Lake, MN) – Domestic Assault
Sun., Jan. 24, 2021: 4000 blk Lake Ridge Dr - Ju-
venile Complaint - Report of disorderly juvenile, 
juvenile located and arrested for probation violation; 
Sherburne Ave/Lakeshore Dr – Drug Paraphernalia - 
Officer stopped vehicle for a traffic violation, could 
smell odor of marijuana, driver issued summons for 
drug paraphernalia; 4700 blk Sterling Dr - Domestic 
Disturbance – Female left residence in a vehicle and 
crashed into the mailbox, officers could smell mari-
juana coming from the vehicle, vehicle searched, and 
officers located methamphetamine. Female arrested 
and transported to jail.
Sat., Jan. 23, 2021: 4000 blk Lake Ridge Dr - War-
rant Arrest - Suspect located on an outstanding arrest 
warrant, booked into jail; 300 blk Lake Ave - Fraud 
- Officers investigating fraud complaint; 5000 blk 
Mitchell Rd - Domestic Disturbance - Officers medi-
ated a verbal domestic altercation; 18400 blk Traverse 
Ln - Disturbance - Officers dispatched to a possible 
juvenile party, juveniles cited for underage consump-
tion and parents notified. 

Fri., Jan. 22, 2021: Hwy 10/137th St - Marijuana in 
a Vehicle - Officer stopped vehicle for a traffic vio-
lation, could smell burning marijuana, driver issued 
summons for Marijuana Possession; Hwy 10/Phyllis 
St - Revoked Driver - Driver stopped by officer for 
traffic violation, issued summons for Driving While 
Revoked; 711 Rose Dr - Theft - Report of property 
theft, investigation ongoing; 101 Henry Rd - DWI - 
Driver reported to be impaired, strong smell of mari-
juana and found to be under the influence of alcohol, 
warrant obtained for blood sample, charges pending; 
711 Rose Dr - Warrant Arrest - Suspect located on an 
outstanding arrest warrant, booked into jail.
Thurs., Jan. 21, 2021: Hwy 10/Lake St - Revoked 
Driver - Driver stopped by officer for traffic violation, 
issued summons for Driving While Revoked; 600 blk 
Norwood Ln - Theft - Report of property theft, inves-
tigation ongoing.
Wed., Jan. 20, 2021: Hwy 10/Lake St - Revoked 
Driver - Driver stopped by officer for traffic violation, 
issued summons for Driving While Revoked.
Tues., Jan. 19, 2021: 500 blk Forest Rd - Fraud - 
Officers investigating fraud complaint; 17200 198th 
Ave - Fraud - Officers investigating fraud complaint.
Mon., Jan. 18, 2021: 5100 blk Blackduck Ln - Do-
mestic Assault - Officers dispatched to a domestic dis-
turbance, on individual found to have been assaulted, 
suspect arrested and booked into jail for Domestic As-
sault; Eagle Lake Rd/Hwy 10 - Vehicle Crash - Report 
of a vehicle crash with no injuries, report completed.

Big Lake Police Department
Calls For Service – Jail Bookings

Jan. 18, 2021 – Jan. 24, 2021
The following individuals have been booked into 
the Sherburne County Jail for the alleged of-
fense(s):
Cathleen June Callender, 38 of Princeton, MN  55371 
- FEL drugs 5th degree & MSD drug paraphernalia. 
Justin Charles Olson, 27 of Princeton, MN  55371 
- MSD domestic abuse no contact order violation. Ar-
thur Douglas Dorn, 29 of Elk River, MN  55330 - FEL 
drugs 5th degree, MSD possession of hypodermic 
needle, MSD driving after revocation & Sherburne 
Co. warrants. Tayler Jane Keating, 26 of Elk River, 
MN  55330 - FEL drugs 5th degree & MSD posses-
sion of hypodermic needle. Loriann Mary Ekberg, 54 
of Zimmerman, MN  55398 - FEL drugs 5th degree. 
Adalynn Rose Hubbell, 33 of Princeton, MN - FEL 
1st degree drugs - sale. Garrett Michal Powers, 40 of 
Elk River, MN  55330 - MSD domestic abuse no con-
tact order violation. Abdiaziz Abdi Ibrahim, 27 of St. 
Cloud, MN  56301 - FEL 3rd degree drugs - sale, FEL 
3rd degree possession, FEL possession of a handgun 
& false information. Gregory David Leroy Nowlin, 
40 of Waite Park, MN  56387 - FEL 1st degree drug 
possession. Scott Anthony Beuning, 34 of Clearwater, 
MN  55320 - FEL 3rd degree drugs. Matthew Dil-
lon Grimes, 30 of Cottage Grove, MN  55016 - FEL 
flee in motor vehicle, FEL drugs 5th degree, MSD 
driving after revocation, Dakota Co. & Hennepin Co. 
warrants. John Edward Epperly, 51 of Big Lake, MN  
55309 - gm interfere with 911 call & MSD domestic 
assault. Joseph Alan Fridstrom, 29 of Princeton, MN  
55371 - Sherburne Co. warrant. George Michael Gra-
ham III, 38 of Minneapolis, MN 55412 - Sherburne 
Co. warrant. Bradley Michael Olsen, 30 of Minneapo-
lis, MN  55405 - Sherburne Co. & State of Wisconsin 
warrants. Nicholas Franklin Barrow, 24 of Isanti, MN  
55040 - Sherburne Co. warrant. Casey Jelks, 31 of 
Willmar, MN  56201 - Redwood Co. warrant. Der-

rick Danielle Gillum, 39 of St. Cloud, MN  56304 
- Sherburne Co. warrant. Shawn Anthony Reeves, 50 
of Zimmerman, MN  55398 – Dept. of Corrections 
warrant.
Citations Issued: 2 drugs - possess over 1.4, 21 
speed, 1 driver turning left fails to yield right of way, 
2 engage in cellular phone or video call, 1 vehicle 
registration/permit/plates required, 1 4th degree DWI, 
3 driving after revocation, 1 driving after cancellation, 
1 domestic abuse no contact order violation. Total: 33
Calls for Service: 1 theft – motor vehicle, 2 assault, 
1 drugs/narcotics, 2 DWI, 2 disturbing the peace, 4 
harassment, 2 property damage, 2 DAR/DAS/DAC, 
1 crimes against administration of justice, 1 forg-
ery/counterfeit, 5 fraud complaint, 2 animal lost, 2 
property lost, 2 animal found, 2 property found, 2 
abandoned vehicle, 5 accident – mv personal injury, 
8 accident – mv property damage, 1 accident – mv 
property damage hit & run, 8 accident – vehicle v. 
animal, 2 animal complaint, 7 conservation, 8 dog 
complaint, 1 animal bite, 1 fire – other, 1 fire – dwell-
ing, 1 alarm – fire, 1 gas leak/smell, 1 alarm – carbon 
monoxide, 2 death, 22 medical, 3 mental case, 1 alarm 
– medical, 1 miscellaneous public, 4 domestic , 8 pub-
lic assist, 27 agency assist,13 alarm – security, 10 civil 
complaint, 120 officer initiated traffic stop, 4 traffic 
complaint, 1 snowmobile complaint, 4 suspicious 
person, 14 suspicious vehicle, 2 juvenile complaint, 
21 security check, 9 extra patrol, 1 loud music com-
plaint, 12 check the welfare, 2 shooting complaint, 
10 parking complaint, 1 jail medical, 5 paper service, 
5 suspicious activity, 1 hazardous materials, 19 mis-
cellaneous officer, 5 background check, 1 warrant ar-
rest, 1 funeral escort, 22 transport, 2 canine assist, 1 
equipment problems, 3 911 hang up, 7 court book & 
release, 1 extradition, 4 vehicle lockout, 5 vehicle off 
road, 1 warrant attempt. Total: 453

Sherburne County Sheriff’s Department
Activity Report - Week of: 

01/18/2021 - 01/24/2021

Jan. 18: Scott James Nichols, 34, of Becker, was arrested in Monticello - 
charge of 5th degree possession of controlled substance. Jordan Enrique 
Przybylinski, 22, of Monticello, was arrested in Monticello - Wright Co. 
warrants - domestic assault & liquor consumption under 21 violations. 
Natasha Ann Michael, 28, of Annandale, was arrested in Corrina Twp. - 
charge of 3rd degree DWI. Christine Louise Schneider, 62, of Annandale, 
was arrested in Annandale - Wright Co. warrant - theft violations. Turner 
Ray Quilling, 26, of Otsego, was arrested in Hennepin Co. - Wright Co. 
warrant - 5th degree possession of controlled substance violation.
Jan. 19: Zachary David Thomas, 27, of Albertville, was arrested in Al-
bertville - charges of 4th degree assault, disorderly conduct & obstruction 
of legal process.
Jan. 20: Charles Andrew Cheek, 33, of Dassel, was arrested in Stearns 
Co. - Wright Co. warrant - driving after cancellation inimical to public 
safety & Chippewa Co. warrant - 3rd degree burglary. Chad Michael 
Formo, 44, of Albertville, was arrested in Monticello - MN Dept. of Cor-
rections apprehension & detention order - parole violation. Jason Ray 
Jacobs, 44, of Hibbing, was arrested in Itasca Co. - Wright Co. warrant 
- 1st degree sale of controlled substance violation. Luke Michael Graditi, 
28, of Waite Park, was arrested in Benton Co. - Wright Co. warrant - theft 
violation. Jeremy Albert Swoope, 34, of St. Cloud, was arrested in Stea-
rns Co. - Wright Co. warrant - 2nd degree DWI refusal to test violations. 
Leonard William Driscoll, 35, of Maple Lake, was arrested in Buffalo - 
charge of violation of domestic abuse no contact order.
Jan. 21: Dustin John Palm, 31, of Rockford, was arrested in Rockford 
- charge of 2nd degree DWI refusal to test. Codi Kenyatta Wilson, 40, 

of Montrose, was arrested in Montrose - charge of 5th degree possession 
of controlled substance. Benjamin Douglas Patri, 30, of Buffalo, was ar-
rested in Maple Lake - Wright Co. apprehension & detention order - 5th 
degree possession of controlled substance violation.
Jan. 22: Adam Lee Hoffmeister, 48, of Monticello, was arrested in Buf-
falo - Wright Co. warrant - 2nd degree assault violations. Toree Rose 
Pool, 27, of Watertown, was arrested in Carver Co. - Wright Co. war-
rants - 5th degree possession of controlled substance violations. Jennifer 
Jaide Hopkins, 44, of Fargo, ND, was arrested in Monticello - charge of 
fugitive from justice. Tha Say, 39, of St. Paul, was arrested in Hennepin 
Co. - Wright Co. warrant - 5th degree possession of controlled substance 
violation. Jasani Leara McMorris, 20, of Minneapolis, was arrested in 
Hennepin Co. - Wright Co. warrant - 5th degree possession of controlled 
substance violation. James Earl Eason, 37, of St. Paul, was arrested in 
Monticello - Ramsey Co. warrant - 1st degree aggravated robbery. Ste-
ven Ramsey Schuster, 48, of Minneapolis, was arrested in Annandale 
- Wright Co. warrant - 5th degree possession of controlled substance vi-
olation. Amanda Jo Kicker, 42, of Arlington, was arrested in Annandale 
- charge of driving after cancellation inimical to public safety. Bryant 
Joe Erickson, 40, of Annandale, was arrested in Annandale - Wright Co. 
warrants - 5th degree possession of controlled substance & violation of 
domestic abuse no contact orders & McLeod Co. warrant - theft. Hanna 
Marie Fisher, 27, of Albertville, was arrested in Albertville - charge of 
3rd degree DWI.
Jan. 23: Logan Timothy Sonenstahl, 19, of St. Michael, was arrested in 
St. Michael - charge of 5th degree possession of controlled substance. 

Aaron Allen Christofferson, 36, of Woodbury, was arrested in Monticello 
- charges of 5th degree possession of controlled substance & flee-ing law 
enforcement. Maggie Rae Kedrowski, 36, of Annandale, was arrested in 
Clearwater - charge of 3rd degree DWI. Christopher Gregory Cook, 50, 
of Rockford, was arrested in Rockford - charge of driving after cancella-
tion inimical to public safety. Randy Dwaine Weeks, 38, of Big Lake, was 
arrested in Sherburne Co. - Wright Co. warrant - theft violations. David 
George Laughton, 39, of St. Cloud, was arrested in Clearwater - Wright 
Co. warrant - driving after revocation violations. Lavina Mara Martinez, 
41, of St. Paul, was arrested in Monticello - charge of false information 
to law enforcement & Sherburne Co. warrant - 5th degree possession of 
controlled substance.
Jan. 24: Amory Alban Dean, 34, of Monticello, was arrested in Mon-
ticello - charge of domestic assault. Benjamin Michael Ogren, 30, of 
Buffalo, was arrested in Hanover - Wright Co. warrant - 5th degree pos-
session of controlled substance violation.
Jan. 25: Maria Jo Drews, 39, of Delano, was arrested in Buffalo - Wright 
Co. warrant - 5th degree possession of controlled substance violation.
There were 23 property damage accidents, 3 personal injury accidents, 3 
hit & run accidents & 5 car deer accidents. 
There were 4 arrests - DWI, no underage consumption arrests, 2 school 
bus stop arm violations & 96 tickets - miscellaneous traffic/parking vio-
lations reported this week.

Wright County Sheriff’s Department - Activity Report - Period Ending: January 25, 2021

bolt and, as the birds scatter, the shrike rams into a bird in 
mid-flight stunning it and knocking it to the ground before 
landing on the prey and killing it with its bill.

Either way, after securing its prey, it carries the victum 
away with its bill. Again, since it’s a songbird with tiny 
weak feet it has to carry its food in its bill unlike hawks 
which carry their prey in their feet.

Now here is where it gets really interesting. The shrike 
is unable to swallow its prey whole, so it needs to tear 
apart its meal before swallowing. Again, a raptor such as 
a hawk will hold the prey item in its feet to stabilize it. 
The shrike’s feet are too weak to do this, so it has come up 
with an ingenious solution. It takes the dead little critter 
and impales it on a thorn of a shrub or on the barbs of a 
barbwire fence. Once impaled the shrike can tear it apart 
and eat. Therefore the bird is also called the butcher bird.

Shrikes also use the impaled prey as a larder for future 
use. In one case a shrike was seen to return to the mummi-
fied remains of a frog it had skewered almost a year earlier 
showing that they also have a remarkable memory. Until 
next time…

 Stan Tekiela is a author / naturalist and wildlife pho-
tographer who travels the US to study and photograph 
wildlife. He can be contacted via his web page at www.
naturesmart.com.   
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NOTICE OF ASSESSMENT 
LIEN FORECLOSURE SALE

YOU ARE NOTIFIED THAT, 
1. Default has occurred in the 

conditions of the Declaration 
of Covenants and Restric-
tions Trout Brook Homes, 
Sherburne County, Minne-
sota, by Nicholas Besonen 
and Jennifer Besonen, as fee 
owner(s) of the below-de-
scribed property subject to 
said Declarations. 

2. Pursuant to the Declaration 
of Covenants and Restric-
tions Trout Brook Homes, 
filed in the Office of the 
County Recorder for Sher-
burne County on February 
11, 2000 as Document No. 
407904 and all amendments 
thereto, and Minnesota Stat-
utes, a lien exists for unpaid 
assessments and fees in-
curred from January 1, 2019 
to the date of this notice. 

3. A previous action was insti-
tuted to recover a portion of 
this debt in Court File No. 
71-CV-19-1643. That action 
has been discontinued and an 
execution upon the judgment 
rendered therein has been re-
turned unsatisfied in full. 

4. The holder of the lien has 
complied with all condi-
tions precedent to acceler-
ation of the debt secured 
by the assessment lien and 
foreclosure of said lien, and 
all notice and other require-
ments of applicable statutes.

5. As of the date of this notice 
the amount due, pursuant 
to the Association’s Dec-
larations and By-laws, is: 
$2,902.85.

6. As of the date of this notice, 
the names of all parties that 
have been released from lia-
bility for the assessment lien 
are as follows:  NONE.

7. Legal description of prop-
erty:

Lot 15, Block 1, Trott 
Brook Farms Third Ad-
dition

8. Physical address of property: 
18160 Roosevelt Street NW, 
Elk River, Minnesota 55330

9. Tax parcel identification 
number: 75-646-0130

10. Pursuant to the provisions of 
the Declaration of Covenants 
and Restrictions Trout Brook 
Homes, the lien will be fore-
closed and the property will 
be sold by the Sheriff of 
Sherburne County, State of 
Minnesota, as follows: 
Date and time of sale: Feb-
ruary 18, 2021 at 10:00 a.m.
Place of sale: Sherburne 
County Sheriff’s Office, 
13880 Business Center Drive 
NW, Suite 100, Elk River, 
Minnesota 55330
to pay the debt then secured 
by said lien, including any 
additional assessments and 
late fees that may become 
due through the date of sale, 
along with the costs, attor-
ney’s fees and disbursements 
allowed by law. 

11. The time allowed by law 
for redemption by the mort-
gagor, or mortgagor’s per-
sonal representatives or 
assigns is six (6) months 
after the date of said sale. 

12. THE TIME ALLOWED BY 
LAW FOR REDEMPTION 
BY THE MORTGAGORS, 
THE MORTGAGORS’ 
PERSONAL REPRESEN-
TATIVES OR ASSIGNS, 
MAY BE REDUCED 
TO FIVE WEEKS IF A 
JUDICIAL ORDER IS 
ENTERED UNDER MIN-
NESOTA STATUTES 
SECTION 582.032, DETER-
MINING AMONG OTHER 
THINGS, THAT THE 
MORTGAGED PREMISES 
ARE IMPROVED WITH A 
RESIDENTIAL DWELL-
ING OF LESS THAN FIVE 
UNITS, ARE NOT PROP-
ERTY USED IN AGRICUL-
TURAL PRODUCTION, 
AND ARE ABANDONED. 

13. Minnesota Statutes Section 
582.04(b) provides, “If the 
real estate is an owner-occu-
pied, single-family dwelling, 
the notice must also specify 
the date on or before which 
the mortgagor must vacate 
the property if the mortgage 
is not reinstated under sec-
tion 580.30 or the property 
redeemed under section 
580.23.” If this statute ap-
plies, the time to vacate the 
property is 11:59 p.m. on: 
August 18, 2021.

14. THIS COMMUNICATION 
IS FROM A DEBT COL-
LECTOR ATTEMPTING 
TO COLLECT A DEBT. 
ANY INFORMATION OB-
TAINED WILL BE USED 
FOR THAT PURPOSE. 
THE RIGHT TO VERIFI-
CATION OF THE DEBT 
AND IDENTITY OF THE 
ORIGINAL CREDITOR 
WITHIN THE TIME PRO-
VIDED BY LAW IS NOT 
AFFECTED BY THIS AC-
TION.

Dated as of December 23, 2020
GREENSTEIN SELLERS, 
PLLC
By: /s/ Matthew S. Greenstein 
Daniel B. Greenstein (#142104)
Matthew S. Greenstein (#392044)
825 Nicollet Mall, Suite 1648
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55402
Telephone: (763) 285-4677
Attorneys for Trout Brook Home 
Association, Inc.
(Published in the Patriot: 01/02/21; 
01/09/21; 01/16/21; 01/23/21; 
01/30/21; 02/06/21.)
___________________________

Probates
STATE OF MINNESOTA

TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
COUNTY OF SHERBURNE 

DISTRICT COURT
PROBATE DIVISION

01-11-2021 
Court File No. 71-PR-20-184
Estate of
Zeno Frederick Gohman,
Decedent  

NOTICE OF INFORMAL 
PROBATE OF WILL AND AP-
POINTMENT OF PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVE AND NO-
TICE TO CREDITORS

TO ALL INTERESTED PER-
SONS AND CREDITORS:

Notice is hereby, given that an 
Application for informal probate 
of the above-named Decedent’s 
last Will, dated October 19, 2020, 
has been filed with the Registrar 
herein, and the Application has 
been granted informally probating 
such Will. Any objections may 
be filed in the above named court 
and the same will be heard by the 
Court upon notice of hearing fixed 
for such purpose.

Notice is hereby further given 
that informal appointment of Alice 
Jean Gohman whose address is 
10470 17th Circle, Becker, MN 
55308. as Personal Representative 
of the Estate of the above-named 
Decedent, has been made. Any 
heir, devisee, or other interested 
person may be entitled to appoint-
ment as Personal Representative 
or may object to the appointment 
of the Personal Representative, 
and the Personal Representative 
is empowered to fully administer 
the Estate, including, after 30 days 
from the date of issuance of her 
letters, the power to sell, encum-
ber, lease, or distribute real estate, 
unless objections thereto are filed 
with the Court (pursuant to Minne-
sota Statutes §S24.3-607), and the 
Court otherwise orders.

Notice is hereby given that 
ALL CREDITORS having claims 
against said estate are required to 
present the same to said personal 
representative or to the Court Ad-
ministrator within four months 
after the date of this notice or said 
claims will be barred.
Dated: 01/11/2021
/s/ Patricia A. Kura 
Court Administrator Registrar
ATTORNEY FOR PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVE
Robert J. Polski, Jr., #87439
101 E. 5th Street, Suite 1500
St. Paul, MN 55101
Ph: 651-224-1776
E-Mail: polskilaw@aol.com
(Published in the Patriot: 
01/23/21; 01/30/21).
___________________________

STATE OF MINNESOTA
TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
COUNTY OF SHERBURNE 

DISTRICT COURT
PROBATE DIVISION

01-20-2021 
Court File No. 71-PR-21-13
Estate of
Timothy Leander Storkamp,
Decedent  

NOTICE AND ORDER 
FOR HEARING ON PETI-
TION FOR DESCENT OF 
PROPERTY

A Petition for Determination 
of Descent has been filed with 
this Court. The Petition represents 
that the Decedent died more than 
three years ago, leaving property 
in Minnesota and requests the 
probate of Decedent’s last Will 
(if any), and the descent of such 
property be determined and as-
signed by this Court to the persons 
entitled to the property.

Any objections to the Peti-
tion must be filed with the Court 
prior to or raised at the hearing. 
If proper, and no objections are 
filed or raised, the Petition may be 
granted.

IT IS ORDERED and Notice 
is further given, that the Petition 
will be heard on 3/11/2021, at 
2:10, by this Court at 13880 Busi-
ness Ctr Dr., Elk River, Minnesota.
1. Notice shall be given to all 

interested persons (MINN 
STAT. § 524.1-401) and 
persons who have filed a de-
mand for notice pursuant to 
Minnesota Statutes section 
524.3-204.

2. Notice shall be given by pub-
lishing this Notice and Order 
as provided by law and by 
mailing a copy of this Notice 
and Order at least 14 days 
prior to the hearing date.

Dated: 01/20/2021
/s/ Gina DeVilbissHendry 
Court Administrator Deputy
Attorney for Petitioner
Chad M. Roggeman
Rajkowski Hansmeier Ltd.
11 7th Avenue N
PO Box 1433
Saint Cloud, MN 56302
Attoney License No: 028788X
Telephone: (320) 251-1055
FAX: (320) 251-5896
Email: croggeman@rajhan.com
(Published in the Patriot: 
01/30/21; 02/06/21).
___________________________

STATE OF MINNESOTA
DISTRICT COURT

COUNTY OF SHERBURNE
TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

SUMMONS
Case Type: Other Civil/Quiet Title
Court File No. 71-CV-20-1169
Morris R. Peterson and Patricia T. 
Peterson, husband and wife,
Plaintiffs,
vs. 
Walter F. Kuehlwein and Loyola 
F. Kuehlwein, husband and wife; 
and the unknown heirs, descen-
dants, and devisees of Defendants 
Walter F. Kuehlwein and Loyola F. 
Kuehlwein,
Defendants.

THIS SUMMONS IS DIRECTED 
TO THE ABOVE-NAMED DE-
FENDANTS:
1. YOU ARE BEING SUED. 

The Plaintiffs have started a 
lawsuit against you.

The Plaintiffs’ Complaint 
against you is on file in the office 
of the Court Administrator of the 
above-named Court. Do not throw 
these papers away. They are offi-
cial papers that affect your rights. 
You must respond to this lawsuit 
even though it may not yet be 
filed with the Court and there may 
be no Court File Number on this 
Summons.
2. YOU MUST REPLY 

WITHIN 20 DAYS TO 
PROTECT YOUR RIGHTS. 
You must give or mail to 
the person who signed this 
Summons a written response 
called an Answer within 20 
days of the date on which 
you received this Summons. 
You must send a copy of 
your Answer to the person 
who signed this Summons 
located at:

Neaton & Puklich, PLLP
7975 Stone Creek Drive, 
Suite 120
Chanhassen, MN 55317

3. YOU MUST RESPOND TO 
EACH CLAIM. The Answer 
is your written response to 
the Plaintiffs’ Complaint. In 
your Answer you must state 
whether you agree or dis-
agree with each paragraph of 
the Complaint. If you believe 
the Plaintiffs should not be 
given everything asked for 
in the Complaint, you must 
say so in your Answer.

4. YOU WILL LOSE YOUR 
CASE IF YOU DO NOT 
SEND A WRITTEN RE-
SPONSE TO THE COM-
PLAINT TO THE PERSON 
WHO SIGNED THIS SUM-
MONS. If you do not answer 
within 20 days, you will lose 
this case. You will not get to 
tell your side of the story, 
and the Court may decide 
against you and award the 
Plaintiffs everything  asked  
for in  the Complaint. If you 
do not  want to contest the 
claims stated  in the Com-
plaint,  you do not need  to 
respond. A default judgment 
can then be entered against 
you for the relief requested 
in the Complaint.

5. LEGAL ASSISTANCE.  You  
may  wish to get  legal  help 
from  a lawyer.  If you do not 
have a lawyer, the Court Ad-
ministrator may have infor-
mation about places where 
you can  get legal assistance. 
Even if you cannot  get  legal 
help, you  must  still  provide 
a  written  Answer to protect 
your rights or you may lose 
the case.

6. ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE 
RESOLUTION. The parties 
may agree to or be ordered 
to participate in an alterna-
tive dispute resolution pro-
cess under Rule 114 of the 
Minnesota General Rules of 
Practice. You must still send 
your written response to the 
Complaint even if you ex-
pect to use alternative means 
of resolving this dispute.

7. THIS LAWSUIT MAY AF-
FECT OR BRING INTO 
QUESTION TITLE TO 
REAL PROPERTY located 
in the County of Sherburne, 
commonly known as 28110 
14l51 Street NW, Zimmer-
man, Sherburne County, 
Minnesota, and legally de-
scribed as:
All that part of Government 
Lot 1, Section 31, Township 
35, Range 26, Sherburne 
County, Minnesota described 
as follows:
Commencing at a point lo-
cated on the South line of 
Government Lot 3, Section 
31, Township 35, Range 26 
and its intersection with the 
Easterly shore  line  of  Elk  
Lake; thence East along said 
South line of Government  
Lot 3 a  distance  of 293.5 
feet more or  less to a point; 
thence North 39 degrees 55 
minutes east a distance of 
244.6 feet to an iron pipe; 
thence North 62 degrees 36 
minutes East a distance of 
40 feet to the point  of  be-
ginning of this description; 
thence North 52 degrees 38 
minutes  East  a distance  
of 40 feet to an iron pipe; 
thence North 34 degrees 46 
minutes West  a distance  of 
207.8  feet  more or less to 
the Easterly shore line of 
said Elk Lake; thence South-
westerly along said shore 
line a distance of 68 feet 
more or less; thence South 
41 degrees 45minutes East a 
distance of 174.4 feet more 
or less to the point of begin-
ning; and
All that part of Government 
Lot 3, Section 31, Township 
35, Range 26 described as 
follows: Commencing at a 
point located on the South 
line of Government Lot 3, 
Section 31, Township 35, 
Range 26 and its intersec-
tion with the Easterly shore 
line of Elk Lake thence 
East along said South line 
of Government Lot 3 a dis-
tance of 293.6 feet more or 
less to a point; thence North 
39 degrees 55 minutes East 
a distance of 244.6 feet to 
an iron pipe; thence North 
62 degrees 38 minutes East 
a distance of 50 feet to the 
point of beginning of this 
description; thence North 62 
degrees 38 minutes East 50 
feet thence South 41 degrees 
45 minutes East 100 feet 
more or less thence South 

62 degrees 38 minutes West 
56 feet more or less thence 
North 41 degrees 45 minutes 
West 136 feet to the point 
of beginning, Sherburne 
County, Minnesota.

(referred to as the “Subject Prop-
erty”).
The purpose of this action is to ob-
tain an Order for following relief:
1. Determining, adjudging, 

and decreeing that Plaintiffs 
are the owners in fee of the 
Subject Property, legally 
described in the above-cited 
New Legal Description.

2. Determining, adjudging, and 
decreeing that the Defen-
dants, or anyone claiming 
through them, have no right, 
title, interest, estate or lien 
upon the above-described 
Subject Property.

3. For such other and further 
relief as is deemed just and 
equitable by the Court.

557.03 NOTICE OF NO PER-
SONAL CLAIM:
Pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 557.03 
you are hereby served with notice  
that  no  personal  claim  is made 
against you and that any Defen-
dant upon whom this notice is 
served who unreasonably defends 
this action shall pay full costs to 
the Plaintiffs.
NEATON & PUKLICH, PLLP
Dated: November 3, 2020
/s/ Patrick J. Neaton (#77318)
7975 Stone Creek Drive, Suite 120 
Chanhassen, MN 55317
(952) 258-8444
pat@neatonpuklich.com
Attorneys for Plaintiffs
(Published in the Patriot: 
01/23/21; 01/30/21; 02/06/21.)

___________________________

Office of the Minnesota 
Secretary of State

Certificate of Assumed Name
Amendment to Assumed Name

     Minnesota Statutes, 
Chapter 333

The filing of an assumed 
name does not provide a user with 
exclusive rights to that name. The 
filing is required for consumer 
protection in order to enable cus-
tomers to be able to identify the 
true owner of a business.
ASSUMED NAME: Yahweh’s 
Music Promotions
PRINCIPAL PLACE OF BUSI-
NESS: 17328 117th Street SE 
Becker MN 55308 USA
NAMEHOLDER(S):
Name:  
Diane Zimmerman
Address:17328 117th Street SE 
Becker MN 55308 USA

This certificate is an amend-
ment of Certificate of Assumed 
Name 
F i l e  N u m b e r :  5 9 0 6 3 
Originally filed on: 12/31/1986 
Under the name: Southern-Rock 
Promotions

I, the undersigned, certify 
that I am signing this document 
as the person whose signature is 
required, or as agent of the per-
son(s) whose signature would be 
required who has authorized me 
to sign this document on his/her 
behalf, or in both capacities. I 
further certify that I have com-
pleted all required fields, and that 
the information in this document 
is true and correct and in compli-
ance with the applicable chapter 
of Minnesota Statutes. I under-
stand that by signing this docu-
ment I am subject to the penalties 
of perjury as set forth in Section 
609.48 as if I had signed this doc-
ument under oath.
SIGNED BY: Diane Zimmer-
man, Owner
MAILING ADDRESS: None Pro-
vided
EMAIL FOR OFFICIAL NO-
TICES: Excluded
Work Item 1203181500034
Original File Number 59063
STATE OF MINNESOTA OF-
FICE OF THE SECRETARY OF 
STATE
FILED
12/31/2020 11:59 PM
/s/ Steve Simon 
Secretary of State
(Published in the Patriot: 
01/30/21; 02/06/21).
___________________________

Office of the Minnesota 
Secretary of State

Certificate of Assumed Name
     Minnesota Statutes, 

Chapter 333
The filing of an assumed 

name does not provide a user with 
exclusive rights to that name. The 
filing is required for consumer 
protection in order to enable cus-
tomers to be able to identify the 
true owner of a business.
ASSUMED NAME: Elk River 
Printing
PRINCIPAL PLACE OF BUSI-
NESS: 596 Dodge Avenue NW 
Elk River MN USA
NAMEHOLDER(S):
Name:  
Rengel Printing Company, Inc.
Address:1922 7th Street North 
St. Cloud MN 56303 USA

I, the undersigned, certify 
that I am signing this document 
as the person whose signature is 
required, or as agent of the per-
son(s) whose signature would be 
required who has authorized me 
to sign this document on his/her 
behalf, or in both capacities. I 
further certify that I have com-
pleted all required fields, and that 
the information in this document 
is true and correct and in compli-
ance with the applicable chapter 
of Minnesota Statutes. I under-
stand that by signing this docu-
ment I am subject to the penalties 
of perjury as set forth in Section 
609.48 as if I had signed this doc-
ument under oath.
SIGNED BY: Peter J. Rengel, 
President

MAILING ADDRESS: None Pro-
vided
EMAIL FOR OFFICIAL NO-
TICES: Excluded
Work Item 1210807100029
Original  Fi le  Number 
1210807100029
STATE OF MINNESOTA OF-
FICE OF THE SECRETARY OF 
STATE
FILED
01/15/2021 11:59 PM
/s/ Steve Simon 
Secretary of State
(Published in the Patriot: 
01/23/21; 01/30/21).
___________________________

Office of the Minnesota 
Secretary of State

Certificate of Assumed Name
     Minnesota Statutes, 

Chapter 333
The filing of an assumed 

name does not provide a user with 
exclusive rights to that name. The 
filing is required for consumer 
protection in order to enable cus-
tomers to be able to identify the 
true owner of a business.
ASSUMED NAME: S.P Building 
And Remodeling
PRINCIPAL PLACE OF BUSI-
NESS: 5230 Ruddy Duck Lane 
Big Lake MN 55309 United 
States
NAMEHOLDER(S):
Name:  
Seth Michael Paulson
Address:5230 Ruddy Duck Lane 
Big Lake MN 55309 United 
States

By typing my name, I, the un-
dersigned, certify that I am sign-
ing this document as the person 
whose signature is required, or 
as agent of the person(s) whose 
signature would be required who 
has authorized me to sign this 
document on his/her behalf, or in 
both capacities. I further certify 
that I have completed all required 
fields, and that the information in 
this document is true and correct 
and in compliance with the appli-
cable chapter of Minnesota Stat-
utes. I understand that by signing 
this document I am subject to the 
penalties of perjury as set forth in 
Section 609.48 as if I had signed 
this document under oath.
SIGNED BY: Seth Paulson
MAILING ADDRESS: None Pro-
vided
EMAIL FOR OFFICIAL NO-
TICES: Excluded
Work Item 1209123600023
Original  Fi le  Number 
1209123600023
STATE OF MINNESOTA OF-
FICE OF THE SECRETARY OF 
STATE
FILED
01/10/2021 11:59 PM
/s/ Steve Simon 
Secretary of State
(Published in the Patriot: 
01/30/21; 02/06/21).
___________________________

DEADLINES
Notices & 

Legals 
Wednesday 

At Noon
Contact Kathy: 
763-275-0275 

or Email: 
legals.kathy@

patriotnewsmn.com

Foreclosures

Summons

Assumed Names

AMENDMENT TO THE SHERBURNE COUNTY
 ZONING ORDINANCE NO 002

ORD NO – 249
The Sherburne County Board of Commissioners adopted ORD 

NO 249 by amending the Sherburne County Zoning Ordinance as it 
relates to Conditions for Contractor’s Yard including amendments 
to: 

Section 16.2, Interim Use Permits, Subd 5.8, A.3: Conditions 
for “Contractor’s Yard” to remove the maximum number of com-
mercially licensed motorized vehicles and maximum number of full 
time employees and establish these through the Interim Use Permit.    

This provision was passed by the Sherburne County Board of 
Commissioners on the Nineteenth day of January, 2021.   A com-
plete copy of this Zoning Ordinance Amendment is available for 
viewing at the Sherburne County Planning and Zoning Office, 13880 
Business Center Drive, Elk River, MN, and is duly filed with the 
Sherburne County Auditor upon the publication of its enactment. 
State of Minnesota; County of Sherburne
Signed:  Raeanne Danielowski, County Board Chairperson 
Attested by:  Bruce Messelt, County Administrator
(Published in the Patriot: 01/30/21).

Sherburne County Notices

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
Planning and Zoning Administration

The Sherburne County Board of Adjustment will meet at 6:00 
P.M. February 11, 2021 at the Sherburne County Government Cen-
ter, 13880 Business Center Drive, Elk River, Minnesota to consider 
the following applications. A hearing will not begin before the time 
set.

In response to COVID-19, we will continue to practice social 
distancing at our Board of Adjustment Meeting. The board room 
will be set up with 6’ between chairs for our board members, appli-
cants and residents that wish to comment. Masks are required to 
be worn at all times in the building. Depending on the amount of 
people in attendance you may be asked to wait in the hall outside 
the room until your particular hearing. Thank you for your under-
standing during this time.
Public comments may be submitted in writing in one of the fol-
lowing manners:
1. You may submit written testimony by emailing Addison 

March at Addison.March@co.sherburne.mn.us by 10:00 a.m. 
February 11, 2021.

2. You may submit written testimony to the Sherburne County 
Planning & Zoning Office, Attn: Addison March, 13880 
Business Center Drive, Elk River, Mn 55330, and the Plan-
ning & Zoning Office must receive those comments by Feb-
ruary 11, 2021.

A copy of the staff report can be viewed approximately one 
week prior to the meeting at: https://www.co.sherburne.mn.us/
agendacenter. If you have any further questions, please contact 
our office at 763-765-4450.
ELECTION OF OFFICERS FOR 2021: Chairperson, 
Vice-Chairperson and Secretary.
STEVE & CINDY MOCKENHAUPT: Requesting a 51’ variance 
in setback from the right of way of 253 ½ Ave NW for a personal 
storage structure. Required setback from the right of way is 67’. Ad-
dress: 16482 253 ½ Ave NW, Big Lake, Mn Legal: Ann Lake Beach 
Lot 14, Block 2 Sec 15, Twp 34, Rge 27 .10 Acres Orrock Township 
General Rural District and within the Recreational Development 
Lakeshore District of Ann Lake.
ERIC WILLIAMS: Requesting a 6’ variance in setback from the 
right of way of 46th Ave SE for an addition on existing house and 
garage. Required setback from the right of way is 67’. Address: 6560 
46th Ave SE St Cloud, Mn Legal: Sherwood Shores Lot 11, Block 
2 Sec 34, Twp 35, Rge 30 .78 Acres Haven Township Agricultural 
District and within the Recreational Development Lakeshore District 
of Long Lake.

The above hearings are open to you and any interested person, 
in opposition to or support of the request. The hearing of this request 
is not limited to those receiving copies of this notice, and if you know 
of any neighbor or affected property owner who for any reason has 
not received a copy, it would be appreciated if you would inform 
them of this hearing.
(Published in the Patriot: 01/30/21).

Town Of Becker, 
Sherburne County, Mn 
Ordinance No. 2021-01

An Ordinance Amending 
Sections 4.00, 5.00, 6.00, 
And 7.00 Of Ordinance 
2007-01 Establishing A 

Planning Commission For 
The Town Of Becker

SUMMARY
The Town Board of the Town 
of Becker, ordains:
SECTION 1. An amendment 
to Ordinance 2007-01: Estab-
lishing a Planning Commis-
sion for the Town of Becker 
as follows:

Administrative updates to 
the Planning Commission 
ordinance reflecting cur-
rent records procedures 
and updating references 
to the Town Board and 
Joint Planning Board as 
necessary.  

SECTION 2. Effective Date.  
This ordinance shall become 
effective upon its passage and 
publication. 
Adopted the 25th day of Jan-
uary 2021.  

A printed copy of the 
entire ordinance is available 
for inspection by any person 
at Becker Town Hall, 12165 
Hancock Street, Becker, MN 
during office hours or by 
emailing the Town Clerk:  
clerk@beckertownship.org.
Brian Kolbinger, Chair
Lucinda Messman, Town 
Clerk
(Published in the Patriot: 
01/30/21).

Township Notices
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Classifieds

MURPHY
CHEVROLET

New & Used Cars & Trucks
(320) 968-6239

www.murphychevrolet.com

Automotive

OAK PARK CREAMERY
See us for all your feed needs. 
Hubbard, Heims, Purina & 
Oak Park brand feeds. Crys-
talyx tubs. We specialize in 
small orders of custom made 
feed. Stop in for best prices on 
seedcorn, Enlist soybeans & 
seed oats-early pay discounts    
OAK PARK CREAMERY
16623 Ironwood Rd NE Oak 
Park, MN. 320-968-7864
________________________

Farm Supplies

WE PAY CASH FOR USED 
GUNS. Stu’s Gunsmithing 
320-258-3980, 3030 12th St. 
SE, St. Cloud.
________________________

Gunsmith

THE CLASSIC, EDGE & E, 
Outdoor Wood, Pellet & Corn 
by Central Boiler. Take Advan-
tage of The Rebates available 
now, Including Additional Dis-
counts and State Fair Specials 
Give us a call or see us at the 
fair. Class-Act Outdoor Fur-
nace 763-972-6255                              
CLASSACTFURANCE.COM
________________________

Outdoor Furnaces

OFFICE OR RETAIL SPACE. 
Hwy 10 frontage in Becker. 
1100 sq. ft. Available immedi-
ately. Call 763-261-2425.
________________________

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT -
at 935 Clearwater Center in 
Clearwater (next to The Kettle
Restaurant) 364 sq. ft. $425 
per mo. Includes utilities. 320-
558-6800 Carol Halvorson
________________________

Office Rentals

FIND EMPLOYMENT ONLINE
WWW.PATRIOTNEWSMN.COM

Announcements
INVESTIGATE BEFORE 
YOU INVEST! Midwest Free 
Community Paper Association 
does not knowingly accept fraud-
ulent or deceptive advertising. 
Readers are cautioned to thor-
oughly investigate all classifieds 
and other ads which require an 
investment. (MCN)

Auctions
WRIGHTZ AUCTION CO. 
“Your Locally Owned, Full Ser-
vice Auction Company” MA-
CHINERY CONSIGNMENT 
SALE, MARCH 1, 9 AM. Con-
sign Early by February 12, for 
Complete Advertising. CON-
SIGN TODAY, 641-398-2218, 
Hwy 218, Floyd, IA. www.
wrightzauctionco.com. (MCN)

Automobiles
DONATE YOUR CAR TO 
CHARITY. Receive maximum 
value of write off for your taxes. 
Running or not! All conditions 
accepted. Free pickup. Call for 
details. 855-752-6680 (MCN)

DONATE YOUR CAR, 
TRUCK TO HERITAGE FOR 
THE BLIND. Free 3 Day Va-

cation, Tax Deductible, Free 
Towing, All Paperwork Taken 
Care Of. CALL 1-855-977-7030 
(MCN)

CASH FOR CARS: We Buy 
Any Condition Vehicle, 2002 
and Newer. Competitive Offer! 
Nationwide FREE Pick Up! Call 
Now For a Free Quote! 888-366-
5659. (MCN)

Cable / Internet
BEST SATELLITE TV with 2 
Year Price Guarantee! $59.99/mo 
with 190 channels and 3 months 
free premium movie channels! 
Free next day installation! Call 
855-824-1258. (MCN)

Earthlink High Speed Internet. 
As Low As $14.95/month (for 
the first 3 months.) Reliable High 
Speed. Fiber Optic Technology. 
Stream Videos, Music and More! 
Call Earthlink Today 1-855-679-
7096 (MCN)

High-Speed Internet. We in-
stantly compare speed, pricing, 
availability to find the best service 
for your needs. Starting at $39.99/
month! Quickly compare offers 
from top providers. Call 1-855-
399-9295 (MCN)

AT&T TV - The Best of Live 

& On-Demand On All Your 
Favorite Screens. CHOICE 
Package, $64.99/mo plus taxes 
for12months. Premium Channels 
at No Charge for One Year! Any-
time, anywhere. Some restrictions 
apply. W/ 24-mo. agmt (TV price 
higher in 2nd year.) Regional 
Sports Fee up to $8.49/mo. is 
extra & applies. Call IVS 1-866-
387-0621. (MCN)

4G LTE Home Internet Now 
Available! Get GotW3 with light-
ning fast speeds plus take your 
service with you when you travel! 
As low as $109.99/mo! 844-897-
8159. (MCN)

DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Chan-
nels + $14.95 High Speed In-
ternet. Free Installation, Smart 
HD DVR Included, Free Voice 
Remote. Some restrictions apply. 
Promo Expires 7/21/21. 1-844-
316-8876. (MCN)

Health & Medical
Portable Oxygen Concentrator 
May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mo-
bility with the compact design 
and long-lasting battery of Inogen 
One. Free information kit! Call 
844-716-2411. (MCN)

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills 

for $99. 100 pills for $150. FREE 
shipping. Money back guaran-
teed! 1-866-306-9928 (MCN)

MobileHelp, America’s Premier 
Mobile Medical Alert System. 
Whether You’re Home or Away. 
For Safety and Peace of Mind. No 
Long Term Contracts! Free Bro-
chure! Call Today! 1-855-385-
9770. (MCN)

Income Opportunites
NEW AUTHORS WANTED! 
Page Publishing will help you 
self-publish your own book. 
FREE author submission kit! 
Limited offer! Why wait? Call 
now: 855-623-8796 (MCN)

Become a published author! 
Publications sold at all major sec-
ular & specialty Christian book-
stores. CALL Christian Faith 
Publishing for your FREE author 
submission kit. 1-888-981-5761. 
(MCN)

Miscelleanous
Two great new offers from 
AT&T Wireless! Ask how to get 
the new iPhone 11 or Next Gener-
ation Samsung Galaxy S10e ON 
US with AT&T’s Buy one, Give 
One offer. While supplies last! 
CALL 1-844-290-8275. (MCN)

BATHROOM RENOVA-
TIONS. EASY, ONE DAY 
updates! We specialize in safe 
bathing. Grab bars, no slip floor-
ing & seated showers. Call for a 
free in-home consultation: 855-
836-2250. (MCN)

Vacation/ Travel
DO WARM WINTERS 
SOUND GOOD?? Bring your 
RV down to the warm Rio Grande 
Valley. J-5 RV Park in Mission 
Tx. will welcome you with a 
country setting and friendly peo-
ple. We have a special for 1st time 
visitors. We are following guide-
lines to keep everyone healthy 
and taking precautions to pro-
tect our community. Phone us at 
956-682-7495 or 515-418-3214. 
Email info@j5rvparktexas.com 
Tom and Donna Tuttle, Manag-
ers. (MCN)

Want To Buy
All Military Items Wanted: 
WW1, WW2, Korea, Vietnam. 
Medals, knives, helmets, daggers, 
uniforms, all items wanted. Single 
items or collections. Paying cash. 
563-581-9568. (MCN)

October 31, 2020

RRiivvee rr ssiiddee  SSaa ll oo nn
Wanda Woolhouse 

14975 River St., Becker
CUTS, PERMS

COLOR & STYLES
(763) 262-0008
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Wanda Woolhouse 
14975 River St., Becker

(763) 262-0008

Salon

DESKTOPS AND LAPTOP 
REPAIR. On-site or drop off. 
Computer cleanup - upgrades. 
Big Lake, 763-263-7070.
________________________

Computers

Minnesota Newspaper Association Classifieds
CAREGIVER (FEMALE). 
To help us care for our 
lovely 37 yr. old daughter. 
FT or PT, No exp. nec. 
$15.20 per hr. + $500 
after easy on-line course. 
Susan 763-350-4050.

Caregiver Wanted

STUDIO 
APARTMENT

In Becker for rent Nov. 
1st at Pineview Apart-
ments. Clean, quiet & 
well maintained. $595/
month, includes water, 
heat, garbage, & parking 
space. Requirements for 
rent are based on a full 
background check, no 
prior evictions or crimi-
nal record. Minimum re-
quirements of income & 
rental history apply. 

No pets. 
If interested call Todd at 
612-616-0984.

Studio Apartment

GREAT NORTHERN 
UNCLAIMED FREIGHT. Fur-
niture, army surplus, tools. 
923 South Benton Drive, Sauk 
Rapids, MN. 320-251-2818.
________________________

Furniture

SNOW IS COMING! Get your 
snowblowers ready. Call Perry 
to schedule inspection and re-
pair. We service most brands. 
Trueman Welters, 1600 Hwy 
55, Buffalo. 763-682-2200.
________________________

Snow Blowers

 

RSVP / The Volunteer Bridge
Big Brother Big Sister Program 
With a New Year upon us, youth are in need of mentorship now 
more than ever.  Virtual options exist with the BBBS program, so 
it’s easier than ever to make a difference in a child’s life.  This one-
on-one volunteer opportunity provides friendship and guidance to a 
child in Central MN.  The volunteer will meet with their Little 3-4 
times a month for 12 months.  
Homemaker with Great River Faith in Action 
The New Year is a great time to help others organize and clean! 
Assist a GRFIA client with simple homemaking tasks such as vacu-
uming, dusting, sweeping and organizing once a month.  Clients are 
primarily those 65+.   
Adult Tutor with Metro North Adult Basic Education 
Work either one-on-one or in small groups with adults working.  
Many adults are working towards obtaining their GED, Adult Di-
ploma, or learning new skills.  Offer support in the areas of reading, 
writing, math, science, or social studies.  Some adults are learning 
English as a second language, so assisting in language learning is 
common.   
If you are interested in volunteering in these or other opportunities, 
please contact: 

RSVP Volunteer Program 
763-635-4505 

heather.brooks@ci.stcloud.mn.us 
SherburneUnitedWay.org/Volunteer

February - Sherburne County 
Health & Human Services - 

Classes are as follows:
WIC (Women, Infants & Children) is for women who are pregnant, 
breastfeeding, recently had a baby, infants and children to their 5th 
birthday.  WIC provides nutrition education, breastfeeding support, 
healthy foods and referrals to health services/community resources. 
The service is free, and you or your children may be eligible.  For 
more information, please call 763-765-4116 or 1-800-433-5239, or 
check out the website http://www.co.sherburne.mn.us/hhs/wic.php. 
The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits dis-
crimination in the administration of its programs. WIC is an equal 
opportunity provider.
Immunization Tuesdays
Sherburne County’s Immunization Clinic offers free or low cost im-
munizations for children 18 years of age or younger and uninsured 
or underinsured adults 19 years and older in Minnesota who meet 
eligibility guidelines on Tuesdays from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.  Call for an 
appointment or more information, 763-765-4000 or 1-800-433-5239.

Game Time

   Becker Area Senior Center (BASC) 
Upcoming Events

The Becker Area Senior Center will soon be relocating to 
the Becker Community Center. We will be opening under 
COVID-19 regulations. Watch this Patriot column or 
www.beckercommunitycenter.com for more information 
and EXACT OPENING DATE.
BASC 763-528-0643    
Email: basc.becker@gmail.com

This Weeks Calendar Events:
Sun. - Jan. 31, 2021:
• 2021 Pro Bowl (VIRTUAL)
• National Inspire Your Heart With Art Day
Mon. - Feb. 1, 2021:
• Freedom Day: Anniversary
• Car Insurance First Issued: Anniversary, 1898
• African Heritage & Health Week (2/1-2/7)
• National Women’s Heart Wellness Day
• National Women’s Heart Week (2/1-2/7)
Tues. - Feb. 2, 2021:
• Groundhog Day
Wed. - Feb. 3, 2021:
• National Carrot Cake Day
• The Day the Music Died: Anniversary, 1959
• Canada: Vancouver International Boat Show  

(CANCELED) (2/3-2/7)
Thurs. - Feb. 4, 2021:
• Virtual Tri State Newspaper Convention (2/4-2/5)
• World Cancer Day
• USO Founded: Anniversary, 1941
• National Homemade Soup Day
• Tennessee Press Associaton Winter Convention  

(2/4-2/5)
• Minnesota Newspaper Association Convention  

(2/4-2/5)
• Moon Phase: Last Quarter
Fri. - Feb. 5, 2021:
• National Weatherperson’s Day
• National Girls and Women in Sports Day
• Canada: Winterlude (2/5-2/21)
Sat. - Feb. 6, 2021:
• National Chopsticks Day

CASH FOR JUNK CARS. 
NO Title. NO Problem. 
Call or Text 763-464-4441 
www.RecycleJunkCars.com
________________________

LOOKING TO PURCHASE 
existing church building in the 
Becker, Clearwater or Clear 
Lake area. Please call Fred 
320-894-7089.
________________________

Wanted

Announcements

Apartments

Clearview 
Apartments

Senior / Disabled 
Affordable Housing

Available immediately

Call Lisa
320-733-2727

Equal Housing Opportunity

Heat, Water & Trash Incl., 
Laundry, Car Plug-Ins, 

Community Room

Library Hours:
Current/2021

Mon 2-8pm/2-7pm
Tue 10am-6pm/10am-5pm

Wed 2-6pm/10am-5pm
Thur 2-8pm/2-7pm
Fri 2-5pm/2-5pm

Sat 10am-1pm/10am-1pm

Becker
Public Library

Library Hours:
Current/2021

Mon 1-7pm/1-6pm
Tue 10am-1pm/10am-2pm

Wed 1-7pm/1-7pm
Thur 2-6pm/2-6pm

Fri 10am-5pm/10am-5pm
Sat 10am-1pm/10am-1pm

Big Lake
Public Library

Library Hours:
Current 

Mon 1-4pm
Tue 10am-1pm/3-6pm

Wed 3-8pm
Thur 10am-1pm

Fri 3-6pm
Sat 10-1pm

Clearwater
Public Library

Interested in being a 
sponsor for the Cop’s Corner? 

Contact Carol at the Patriot at 763.275.0275.
Team up with your police dept. 
for a better, safer community

“ASK A TROOPER” by Sgt. Jesse Grabow of the Minnesota State Patrol

 Question: Is it illegal for a person to travel with their hazard lights on in 
inclement weather such as a blizzard, fog or a hard rain?

Answer: A driver can use their hazard lights to warn other motorists of a 
vehicular traffic hazard that requires caution in approaching, overtaking or 
passing. 

Situations with limited visibility such as a blizzard, thick fog and heavy 
rains would constitute a traffic hazard. Other hazardous scenarios could 
include a vehicle: 

 • that is having issues maintaining a minimum safe speed.
• that had a flat tire or mechanical breakdown on the shoulder  

      of the road.
• that is following an impaired driver . 
Responsible driving is remaining alert and being prepared. Take note of 

“no travel advisories.” Know before you go and check with road conditions at 
www.511mn.org. The Minnesota Department of Transportation (MN 511) app 
is very helpful. Be sure to have your winter travel survival kit, extra warm 
clothing and try to keep as much fuel in your vehicle as possible.

A portion of state statutes were used with permission from the Office of the 
Revisor of Statutes. If you have any questions concerning traffic related laws 
or issues in Minnesota, send your questions to Trp. Jesse Grabow – Minnesota 
State Patrol at 1000 Highway 10 West, Detroit Lakes, MN 56501-2205.  (You 
can follow him on Twitter @MSPPIO_NW or reach him at, jesse.grabow@
state.mn.us).

Cop’s 
Corner

                                     Week of January 31, 2021             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

MISCELLANEOUS

SEED/FEED/GRAINS

EMPLOYMENT MISCELLANEOUS
SPEECH PATHOLOGIST 

KMS Public Schools has an opening begin-
ning fall 2021. Quali cations: MN licen-
sure. Apply online: www.kms.k12.mn.us
and attach letter of interest, re-
sume, transcripts, copy of license 
and three letters of recommendation.

LT SUBSTITUTE 
KMS Public Schools has teaching 
positions available: High School 
English beginning February 2021; High 
School Social Studies beginning March 
2021. Apply online: www.kms.k12.mn.us
or send letter of interest, resume, ref-
erences to KMS Public Schools, 
Box 168, Kerkhoven, MN 56252

PROTECT YOUR YIELD 
from soybean white mold and SDS. Ask 
your seed dealer for Heads Up® Seed 
Treatment. Cost-eff ective. Proven results. 
HeadsUpST.com/plant21 or 866/368-9306

TIMESHARE 
CANCELLATION EXPERTS 

Over $50,000,000 in timeshare debt & 
fees cancelled in 2019. Get free informa-
tional package & learn how to get rid of 
your timeshare! Free consultations. Over 
450 positive reviews. Call 833/619-1117 

4G LTE HOME INTERNET 
Now available! Get GotW3 with 
lightning fast speeds, plus take your 
service with you when you travel! 
As low as $109.99/mo! 844/960-4698

DIRECTV 
Every live football game, every Sunday 
- anywhere - on your favorite device. 
Restrictions apply. Call IVS 877/350-0094

DONATE YOUR CAR 
truck or boat to Heritage For The 
Blind. Free 3-day vacation, tax 
deductible, free towing, all paper-
work taken care of 844/220-9501

DISH NETWORK $64.99 
for 190 Channels! Blazing fast inter-
net, $19.99/mo. (where available.) 
Switch & get a FREE $100 Visa gift 
card. FREE voice remote. FREE 
HD DVR. FREE streaming on ALL 
devices. Call today! 855/562-4309

AT&T WIRELESS 
Two great new off ers! Ask how to get 
the new iPhone 11 or Next Genera-
tion Samsung Galaxy S10e on us with 
AT&T’s Buy one, Give One off er. 
While supplies last! Call 855/332-0464 
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CAREER OPPORTUNITIES 

 Direct Support Staff 
 Operations Program Director 
 Mental Health Specialist 
 Mental Health Program Director 

 
Dungarvin has Residential Homes across the St. Cloud Area with 
positions are available in Foley, Monticello, Clear Lake and Sauk 

Rapids! 
 

We have weekly hiring events! 
 

Not from Around here? We have opportunities across MN from Grand Rapids to 
Rochester along with 13 other states.  Visit our career page to find out more about 

positions close to you ! 

Do you desire to makes someone smile 
each day?   

Do you have a passion to engage others ?  
Are you searching for purposeful work 
with opportunities to grow within the 

company?   

Join Our Team! 
Take the first step towards enjoying your journey! 
Apply online today: www.dungarvincareers.com 

 
   
651-699-6050 
 
  www.facebook.com/dungarvin 
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Rochester along with 13 other states.  Visit our career page to find out more about 

positions close to you ! 

Do you desire to makes someone smile 
each day?   

Do you have a passion to engage others ?  
Are you searching for purposeful work 
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company?   

Join Our Team! 
Take the first step towards enjoying your journey! 
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  www.facebook.com/dungarvin 

POSITIONS START AT $14.50/HR! 
DAYS, EVES & OVERNIGHTS AVAIL.

FT AND PT!  
$1,000 SIGN ON BONUS ENDS FEB.28TH 

• Direct Support Staff 
• Mental Health Specialist 
Dungarvin provides supports in a Residential 
Group Home setting to individuals with physical 
and mental disabilities.  We have over 160 pro-
grams across MN including: Foley, St Cloud, Sauk 
Rapids, Monticello, Clear Lake and many more!! 

Join Our Team! 
Take the first step towards enjoying your journey! 
Apply online today: www.dungarvincareers.com 

651-699-6050
www.facebook.com/dungarvin

DIRECT CARE POSITIONS
at Paradigm Residential Services, Inc.

Full time Home Supervisor position at 
Paradigm Residential Services, Inc., Monticello,  

MN 
7a-3p Mon-Fri.

Working with higher functioning individuals 
to increase life skills.

Starting Pay: $15.00 plus benefits
Paid training in Mental Health , 

Medication Administration and supervisory 
duties.

Apply by going to: www.paraserv.org, 
or calling Cyndi at 763-401-1128

Requirements: 18yrs or older. Driver’s license, ability 
to pass a State of Minnesota Background Check.

• FARM LABOR
• FULL TIME SHOP MECHANIC     

• TRACTOR OPERATOR       • EXPERIENCED WELDER
Apply in person, 1 mile east of Becker, 

137th left, 1/8 mile on left. 612-747-0163    

NOW HIRING!
KASOWSKI GROUP

NOW
HIRING

Apply at: 24614 US Hwy 71, Belgrade, MN 56312  
Email your resume to hiring@bayerbuilt.com

Bayer Built  
Woodworks, Inc., providing  
quality product and unparalleled service to 900 
dealers throughout the Midwest, is looking to fill 
the following positions:
• Route Drivers • OTR Drivers

Competitive pay and benefits, 
a positive and clean work 
environment, and opportunities to 
advance your career with a local 
company that continues to grow. 

$5000  

Sign On Bonus

Options Inc. is hiring!
Supporting adults with disabilities!

We are looking to fill the following position:

Job Coach
Daytime hours M-F
Competetive Salary, Vacation.
Exceptional Benefits Including

FREE Employee Dental and Life Insurance
Apply today at: www.options-inc.org/career

Options, Inc. (EOE)

www.expresspros.com/stcloudmn  • 320-251-1038
1410 W. St Germain St., St. Cloud 

• Printing Operators – Eval hire, $16/hr, + OT
• Tax Preparation Experienced? Call today– many jobs available!
• Optical Prod – 1st, 2nd, &3rd shifts – $15/hr
• Press Machine Operators - $15/hr + OT 
• Cleaners at CentraCare $14.09/hr +
• Office Specialist $14.50/hr
• General Labor $14/hr, paid training, bus line
• Maintenance Tech $16/hr
• Window Assembly – Eval hire, $16/hr, + OT

IMMEDIATE 
INTERVIEWS — 

APPLY TODAY!

Apply via 
ExpressJobs app, 

or 
expresspros.com/

stcloudmn

SHORTTERM JOBSAVAILABLE!

JOIN THE TEAM

...check our website or app for all jobs now open!

Would you like to 
earn a competitive 
salary, get a $5,000 SIGN 
ON BONUS while driving 
well-maintained trucks? 
Cliff Viessman, Inc. offers that and more! 
Now hiring local, regional & OTR REEFER 
DRIVERS in the Paynesville area. Average rate per 
mile is $0.45/$50,000 a year. Industry leading 
benefits including: 
• Health (single coverage: $98/month, family coverage: 
$520/month) • Dental • Life • 401K (with 3% company match) 
• Profit Sharing (over the last 5 years, CVI has contributed 2-4% of employee 
earnings) • Weekly Settlements 
Requirements: CDL with tanker endorsement, 1 year OTR or 6 months of 
experience for trucking school graduates, good driving record. To apply:
Call Tim at 605-272-3333 or apply online at  www.viessmantrucking.com/
careers/drivers/

Farm Operations Support- Becker, MN: This individual will 
be responsible for repair and maintenance of farm equipment, 
operating equipment, irrigation maintenance as well as other 
farm and agriculture duties. Responsibilities include operat-
ing equipment and leading a crew during harvest and plant-
ing. Their work must be completed in a safe, professional and 
timely manner.

R.D. Offutt Farms is a six-generation, family-owned and op-
erated food producer celebrating more than 50 years farming 
in the Midwest. We continue to seek innovative, leading edge 
ways to sustainably produce food while maintaining our com-
mitment to the communities in which we reside, and the land 
on which our company was built. Today, R.D. Offutt Company 
has grown to include farming operations supporting multiple 
types of food production across twelve states. Learn More at 
www.rdoffuttfarms.com   
EOE/M/F/Disabled/Veteran

Are you looking for opportunities to make 
an impact? Find your place at RDO!

Jubilee Liquors Associate
Part-time cashier/stocker, mostly evenings, 
every other weekend including Sundays.

Must be at least 18 years old.
Perfect job for retirees.

Come join our wonderful team!

Apply in person
13400 1st St., Becker

NOW HIRING for Big Lake, Buffalo & 
surrounding area sites 

To apply online visit:
www.divinehouse.org or call (320) 231-2738

328 SW 5th Street, Willmar, MN 56201

Starting pay $13 and up for awake hours FT & PT with
afternoon/evening shifts. Asleep overnights $10.08/hr. Experience 

working with people with disabilities or background in medical field 
and supervisory experience helpful but not necessary. 

We believe that all people have the right to live and work in an environment 
which provides them with pride, self-respect, friendships, and the opportunity to 

achieve success while realizing that success is defined differently for everyone. We 
feel that our job is to offer friendship, security, and guidance to those we serve.

Assemblers • Machine Tool/CNC Operators 
• Punch Press Operators • Shippers

Malco Products, SBC, located in Annandale, MN offers you a great employment op-
portunity without the long commute. As the nation’s leading manufacturer of specialty 
precision hand tools for the HVAC industry, Malco is seeking a multi-talented individual 
to work in our production area. Please check out our website for specific production 
job openings at www.malcotools.com. 
• Assemblers
• Machine Tool/CNC Operators
• Punch Press Operators
• Shippers

The starting in training pay is $17.11/hour to $18.78/hour. Second shift receives a 6% 
shift differential. We offer a flexible benefits program where you can pick and choose 
many options in our plan. We are a 100% owned Employee Stock Ownership Plan 
(ESOP) company where all employees are shareholders of company stock. Along with 
the excellent starting wage and benefits program, we have a clean, safe, climate con-
trolled working environment.

To apply, complete the online application or print and complete an application 
found at malcotools.com and mail, fax, email or deliver the 
application to:

MALCO PRODUCTS, SBC
Attn: Human Resources Manager
P.O. Box 400, Annandale, MN 55302-0400
Facsimile: (320) 323-4441   Email: hr@malcotools.com
 

Work in Central Minnesota’s 
“Heart of the Lakes” area! 

Big Lake Spud Fest is looking for a 
CHARITIBLE GAMBLING MANAGER!

This person is in charge of the day-to-day activities of the organiza-
tion’s gambling operation. This position typically requires 10-15 hours 
a week. Compensation will be based on experience. 
GAMBLING MANAGER REQUIREMENTS:  
Must meet the following criteria to qualify for the position: 
• Be fully licensed by the Minnesota Gambling Control Board 
• Have a $10,000 bond 
• Have attended a Gambling Manager Seminar (or online training) 
and passed the written test 
• Attend a continuing education class every calendar year 
• Pass a background check
APPLICATION DEADLINE IS FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 12th 
To apply, please email a cover letter and resume to 
biglakespudfest@gmail.com 
Attn: R. Danielowski, 
Big Lake Spud Fest President.

www.kniferiver.com 
Knife River is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action employer.  All qualified applicants 
will receive consideration for employment without regard to race, color, religion, sex, 
national origin, disability or protected Veteran status. 

Knife River Central MN division is NOW taking 
applications for the 2021 season:

Open Positions include:
Truck Drivers (seasonal)

Crusher/Washplant Operator (seasonal)
Laborer/Flagger (seasonal)
Loader Operator (seasonal)

Diesel Technician/Mechanic (year round)
 

Apply on-line at www.kniferiver.com or in person by May 31, 2021



Valentine’s Day Specials
• Prime Rib Eggs Benedict

• Triple Berry Cream Cheese 
French Toast Casserole
• Prime Rib Sandwich

Valentine’s Day Specials!

Kids eat free every Monday!

One Kid’s meal free 

with the purchase 

of One Adult Entreé.

Kids 10 years and under. Dine in only. Limited time only (Excludes other discounts)

Spend your 
Valentine’s Day at Charlie’s!
Watch for awesome drink and 

dinner specials!

12287 Hancock St. Becker 
763-262-4000 

CharliesSportsBarAndGrill.com

“Beckers” Beauty by the Lake
Hair Salon

Salon Services by Appointment Only
15 Minute Free Beauty Consultation
$45 Haircut/Eyebrow 

Wax – (Save $15)
$60 Haircut/10 

Foil – (Save $10)

Call Lindsay at 763-516-5177
beckersbeautybythelake@gmail.com

23164 190th St. NW, Big Lake

Valentine’s Day Specials!
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OPTIONS AND 
EXTRAS

Local newspapers offer 
small-business owners a wide 

range of advertising options that 
can fit nearly any budget. Options 

include small 1-inch-square 
classified ads, column ads in 

various sizes by the column inch, 
half-page or full-page spreads. 

You can also negotiate with a 
publisher to get extra services at 
no additional cost, such as color 

printing, design assistance, a 
slightly large ad or inclusion of 
your ad in the publisher’s other 
products, such as magazines 

or brochures.

OPTIONS AND 
EXTRAS

Local newspapers offer 
small-business owners a 
wide range of advertising 
options that can fit nearly 

any budget. Options 
include small 1-inch-
square classified ads, 
column ads in various 

sizes by the column inch, 
half-page or full-page 
spreads. You can also 

negotiate with a publisher 
to get extra services at 
no additional cost, such 
as color printing, design 

assistance, a slightly large 
ad or inclusion of your ad 

in the publisher’s other 
products, such as 

magazines or brochures.

OPTIONS AND EXTRAS
Local newspapers offer small-business owners a wide range of 

advertising options that can fit nearly any budget. Options include 
small 1-inch-square classified ads, column ads in various sizes by 

the column inch, half-page or full-page spreads. You can also 
negotiate with a publisher to get extra services at no additional 

cost, such as color printing, design assistance, a slightly large ad 
or inclusion of your ad in the publisher’s other products, such as 

magazines or brochures.

OPTIONS AND EXTRAS
Local newspapers offer small-business owners a wide 

range of advertising options that can fit nearly any 
budget. Options include small 1-inch-square classified 

ads, column ads in various sizes by the column inch, 
half-page or full-page spreads. You can also negotiate 
with a publisher to get extra services at no additional 

cost, such as color printing, design assistance, a 
slightly large ad or inclusion of your ad in the 

publisher’s other products, such as 
magazines or brochures.

OPTIONS AND EXTRAS
Local newspapers offer small-business owners a wide range of advertising options that can fit nearly any budget. 
Options include small 1-inch-square classified ads, column ads in various sizes by the column inch, half-page or 
full-page spreads. You can also negotiate with a publisher to get extra services at no additional cost, such as color 

printing, design assistance, a slightly large ad or inclusion of your ad in the publisher’s other products, such as 
magazines or brochures.

By Mark Kolbinger, 
Contributing Writer

Despite facing a daunt-
ing deficit after the first six 
matches, the Becker Bull-
dog wrestling team kept the 
faith and used several key 
performances last Thurs-
day to defeat the Big Lake 
Hornets, 40-33.

“Because we are a con-
ference and section oppo-
nent, both teams know each 
other’s lineup pretty well 
and we anticipated that we 
could fall behind early,” 
said Becker co-coach Matt 
Aho, noting the Hornets’ 
experience advantage in the 
lower weights.  “We told 
the kids to keep believing 
and to worry about their 
own match, just go out 
and make an im-
pact.”

The Bull-
dogs would 
need to trust 
their coaches, 
as their lone 
victory in the first 
six matches was eighth 
grader Kaden Nicolas’ 
12-2 major decision 
win over Big Lake’s 
Cash Stortz at 106 
pounds.  

However,  Big 
Lake next reeled off five 
straight wins, including 
four pins en route to a 27-4 
advantage heading into the 
145 pound match.  Becker 
eighth grader Landen Ku-
jawa took Big Lake’s Cash 
Sixberry, a junior ranked #7 
in the state, into overtime in 
the 113 pound match before 
losing a hard fought, 10-8 
decision.

Next, Christian Noble 
(120), Nolan Reiter (126), 
Rocco Fisch (132) and 
Luke Schumacher (138) 
each pinned their Bulldog 
opponent and it looked like 
the Hornets might run away 
with the win.

“Early in the week, our 
captain Caden DeWall ap-
proached us as coaches and 
asked what the team needed 
to do to win this match,” 
said Aho.  “For him to ap-
proach us with that mental-
ity, we knew the kids would 
be focused if we could hold 
on and get to our more ex-
perienced wrestlers.”

Becker started the 
comeback when Lukas 
Paulson picked up a forfeit 
at 145 pounds, followed by 
a decision win for teammate 
Mason Doucette at 152. 
Add in an important pin 
at 160 by Bulldog Adam 
Jurek and Becker was back 
in it, trailing 19-27.

The 170 pound match 
was a back and forth af-
fair, but Big Lake’s Tyler 
Dehmer ultimately picked 
up a pin over Joseph Goth 
to give the Hornets a 33-19 
lead.

Aho and co-coach 

Jeff Zimmer then decided 
to bump their next three 
wrestlers up a weight class 
and the gamble paid off, as 
Tyson Ricker (fall at 182), 
Dylan Weber (decision at 
195) and Caden DeWall 
(forfeit at 220) each picked 
up victories to give the 
Bulldogs a one point edge 
heading into the 285 pound 
match.

“Our upper weights 
did a great job and gave us 
a chance,” said Aho, not-
ing the fine perfor-

mances 
of Weber and 

Ricker.  “We were 
comfortable leaving it in 
Dylan Kolby’s hands, as 
he has been wrestling very 
smart and was riding a four 
match win streak.”

Kolby wrestled Big 
Lake’s Jeremy Phyle in an 
exciting final match that 
would determine the win-
ning score.  Despite the 
limited attendance in Big 
Lake’s gymnasium because 
of COVID-19 restrictions, 
it was still a raucous at-
mosphere and another 100 
plus fans were watching 
the livestream from home.  
Kolby was able to maneu-
ver himself on top in the 
third period and picked up 
the fall at 5:36 to secure the 
win for Becker.

Aho was incredibly 
pleased with how his team 
stayed focused on each 
match and never let up de-
spite being down early.

“It was a team effort 
and everyone contributed,” 
said Aho, who noted that 
the two teams are nearly 
even in head to head wins 
since their co-op dissolved 
28 years ago.  

“Throughout the years, 
this has always been a great 
rivalry.”

Aho and Big Lake 
coach Ryan Prom have a 
great relationship and both 
expressed satisfaction with 
keeping the Becker-Big 
Lake meet a dual meet in-
stead of adding in a third 
team.  It gives the matchup 
the attention it deserves and 
helps to spotlight the two 
teams.

“I have mad respect for 
Ryan and his program and 
we get along very well,” 
added Aho.  “This is one of 
those meets that you have 
circled on your calendar at 
the beginning of the year 
because it’s going to be a 
great battle.”

Saturday Sweep
Last Saturday, Becker 

continued its dominance 
by defeating both Howard 
Lake-Winsted-Waverly 
(49-19) and Rocori (62-6).  
The wins propelled Becker 
to a 5-0 record to start the 

season.
In the win 

ove r  t he 
L a k e r s , 
c lassmates 
Nicolas and 

Kujawa picked 
up early wins to 

give Becker the edge 
11-0.  Drew May (120) 
won by major decision, as 
did Lukas Paulson (145).  
Other victorious Bulldogs 
included: Doucette (fall-
152), Goth (decision-170), 
Ricker (fall-182), Weber 

(fall-195), DeWall (fall-
220), and Kolby (deci-
sion-285).

Becker won 13 of 
14 matches against the 

Spartans in the final match 
of the day.  Winners in-
cluded: Nicolas (fall-106), 
Kujawa (decision-113), 
May (major decision 120), 
Ryan Boecker (126-forfeit), 
Ethan Duncombe (fall-
132), Paulson (fall-145), 
Jurek (decision-152), Dou-
cette (decision-160), Ricker 
(major decision-170), 
Weber (decision-182), De-
Wall (fall-195), Bryce Kus-
chel (fall-220), and Kolby 
(fall-285).

Tuesday Dominance
Becker wrestled a pair 

of matches Tuesday night, 
staying undefeated on the 
season by downing Royal-
ton-Upsala 44-18 and Little 
Falls 58-17.

In the opener, Kaden 
Nicolas, Landen Kujawa 
and Drew May started the 
match with three straight 
wins and a 17-0 Becker 
lead.  The Bulldogs also 
swept the 132-152 pound 
weight classes with wins 
by Ethan Duncombe, Owen 
Angell, Lukas Paulson and 
Mason Doucette.  Tyson 
Ricker picked up a decision 
win at 170 pounds, while 
Caden DeWall (195) and 
Bryce Kuschel (220) each 
pinned their man to give 
Becker the final advantage.

Against Little Falls, 
Becker scored seven pins in 
routing the Flyers.  Scoring 
falls for the Bulldogs were: 
Nicolas, Kujawa, Angell, 
Paulson, Doucette, Kuschel 
and Kolby.

Bulldog matmen come from 
behind to nip the Hornets
-stay undefeated on season

Submitted Article

Gretchen Graftaas and 
Lucas Eigen were selected 
as Becker High School’s 
2020-21 MSHSL Triple “A” 
Award recipients just last 
week.

The MSHSL Triple “A” 
program recognizes and hon-
ors high school seniors who 
have excelled in the class-
room, on the athletic field, 
and in the fine arts. To be eli-
gible for the Triple A Award, 
the student must be a senior 
and carry a minimum 3.0 Cu-
mulative GPA, participate in 
league-sponsored athletics 
and fine arts activities, and 
comply with the MSHSL 
Student Code of Conduct. 

Graftaas and Eigen have 
excelled in the classroom and 
have been active in both the 
fine arts and athletic activi-
ties throughout their years at 
Becker High School. 

Graftaas is a 3.97 GPA 

student and has been ac-
tively involved in the band 
and choir programs and the 
school’s One Act Play as well 
as being a leader on the soc-
cer and golf teams. 

Eigen holds a 3.86 
GPA and has been actively 
involved in BHS’s choir 
program as well as a leader 
on the football and baseball 

teams.
Becker High School 

congratulates Graftaas and 
Eigen for their hard work and 
dedication in the classroom, 
in their fine arts and athletic 
activities, and for being se-
lected as the Becker High 
School’s 2020-21 MSHSL 
Triple “A” Award recipients!

GRETCHEN GRAFTAAS (Submit-
ted Photo).

Graftaas, Eigen named AAA award recipients

LUCAS EIGEN (Submitted Photo).

Submitted Article

Construction is under-
way at Pebble Creek Golf 
Course as the decking on 
the north side of the building 
is being expanded to a large 
deck towards the street side of 
the building.

“With another spring/
summer of ‘social distanc-
ing’ likely, we chose to ex-

pand our outdoor seating at 
Pebble Creek,” said General 
Manager Josh Kuha.

Becker-based construc-
tion company, Lincoln Build-
ers, was selected to do the 
work with project completion 
in time for snowmelt.  

The City of Becker’s 
Public Works team poured 
footings and repurposed some 
unused light poles to anchor 
sail-shades that will cover the 

seating area.  The new deck 
will host the entity’s “live 
music series” which will fea-
ture various musicians on a 
regular schedule throughout 
the summer.  

The new deck will seat 
approximately 80 people, 
barring any occupancy re-
strictions.

CONSTRUCTION  is underway at Pebble Creek golf Course to expand the outdoor seating options for customers. The 
new deck, situated to the west of the building on the street-side, will connect to the bar/rerstaurant seating by the parking 
lot. (Patriot  Photo by Bill Morgan).

Pebble Creek expanding outdoor seating

Cory Nuest 
Vice President
NMLS 402524
CNuest@CorTrustMortgage.com 
(763) 271-7216

NMLS 458038
ID 405612

Contact Cory for all 
your mortgage needs!

Put your mortgage
in local hands.
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Fish’n ‘N Hunt’n Store
320-274-5297

900 Elm St., Hwy. 55 E. Annandale, MN
Store Hours: M-SA, 6am-7pm; SU, 6am-6pm

Stop in at Little Jim’s for: Ice rod 
& reels, combos, ice augers, fish 

locators, tackle for summer & 
winter, Striker ice suits, hunting 

& fishing licenses, guns & 
ammo!

www.littlejimssports.com

Family owned and operated business since 1978

NEW YEAR’S 
SPECIAL ON ALL

STRIKER AND 
STRIKEMASTER 

JACKETS AND BIBS 
NOW THROUGH

JAN. 31, 2021.

Becker Sports
Be a Patriot Page 

Sponsor! Call 
763.275.0275 to 
secure your ad

Proudly 
serving the 

communities of 
Becker, 

Big Lake, 
Clear Lake and 

Clearwater!
We appreciate 

your 
business and 
readership!

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Appreciative of our 
local newspaper! 

We proudly support 
our communities

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Monday-Friday 9am-5pm

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Call us for 
your business 

insurance needs.

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Monday-Friday 9am-5pm

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Bundled options 
available, call today 

for your quote.

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Monday-Friday 9am-5pm

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Life insurance, make 
sure you have the 
right protection.

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Monday-Friday 9am-5pm

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Do you own a boat, 
ATV, motorcycle or 
RV? Call today for a 

free quote.

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Monday-Friday 9am-5pm

PROUD SPONSOR
OF THE 

NEWSPAPER,
EVENTS, ACTIVITIES

AND BUSINESSES
IN OUR LOCAL

COMMUNITIES!

763-262-5850
tjpottertrucking.com

Grateful for our 
community newspaper 

and all the events 
covered in our 

surrounding areas!

612.298.3608
Sarawaytashek 

@edinarealty.com

Good Luck Athletes!

If you’re thinking 
about selling your 

home, get a
free evaluation

Thinking of 
SELLING? 

 Trust the
of a 

advice
      or

real estate? 
Contact us today!

Buying

Let us

buy or sell 
your home!

Lindsay Marquette 
Client Care • 612-298-9558

LindsayMarquette@yahoo.com

help you

MatthewMarquette@yahoo.com
612-298-9554

Contact us today!

Experince 
matters!

professional!

selling

Matt 
Marquette 

Realtor

Lindsay Marquette 
Client Care • 612-298-9558

LindsayMarquette@yahoo.com

MatthewMarquette@yahoo.com
612-298-9554

Matt 
Marquette 

Realtor

Lindsay Marquette 
Client Care • 612-298-9558

LindsayMarquette@yahoo.com

MatthewMarquette@yahoo.com
612-298-9554

Matt 
Marquette 

Realtor

Lindsay Marquette 
Client Care • 612-298-9558

LindsayMarquette@yahoo.com

MatthewMarquette@yahoo.com
612-298-9554

Matt 
Marquette 

Realtor

Lindsay Marquette 
Client Care • 612-298-9558

LindsayMarquette@yahoo.com

MatthewMarquette@yahoo.com
612-298-9554

Matt 
Marquette 

Realtor

By Mark Kolbinger, 
Contributing Writer

Two boys basketball 
teams who are very famil-
iar with one another met on 
the court Tuesday night in 
Big Lake, with the Becker 
Bulldogs using a significant 
advantage at the free throw 
line en route to a 83-78 win 
over the Hornets.

There were few sur-
prises in the opening 18 
minutes, as the teams 
played an even stanza 
with Becker leading 35-34 
going into halftime.  How-
ever, both teams came out 
of the locker room with an 
improved scoring effort, 
including at the free throw 
line, where Becker ended 
up with a 10 point advan-
tage in the game.  Personal 
fouls were basically even in 
the game, with the Hornets 
committing 20 to Becker’s 
21.  However, the Bulldogs 
were more aggressive in se-
curing trips to the line and 
converted on 28-35 free 
throws to Big Lake’s 17-25 
performance.

Becker had an amaz-
ing 31 free throw attempts 
after halftime, including 
a 7-for-9 effort from Alex 
Weiss.

The close game was 
not something that sur-
prised Becker head coach 
Josh Ihrke, as he expected 
a hard fought battle.

“It is always fun to 
hear the guys talk about 
the skills of the play-
ers from Big Lake,” said 
Ihrke.  “They have played 
each other so many times 
and know each other so 
well that they know the 
strengths and weaknesses 
of each player on the other 
team without me describing 
them at all.”

Junior Eric Seavert 
agreed with his coach, not-
ing the extra excitement 
that comes with playing the 
long-time rival.

“Everyone knows how 
big this rivalry is and we 
all look forward to this 
matchup every year,” said 
Seavert. “Because of this 

we are full of energy as 
soon as we get off the bus 
so it is crucial to stay poised 
and control our emotions 
when we step on the court.”

Seavert certainly was 
poised, as he was a shooting 
force for Becker and scored 
a game high 29 points,  hit-
ting six three-pointers total, 
four in the second half. 

“I was feeling great, I 
was able to get into a good 
rhythm early which re-
sulted in a quick start,” said 
Seavert.  “My teammates 
were able to recognize that 
and continued to feed me 
and we were able to keep 
that momentum going for 
the rest of the game.”

Nick Berglund chipped 
in 15 points for the Bull-
dogs, who had a total of 
four players in double fig-
ures.

For the Hornets, 6’6” 
senior forward Jack Iverson 
led the way with 21 points, 
while classmate Wyatt 
Windhorst collected 14.  
The Hornets also had four 
players in double figures.

Becker scoring: Weiss 
13, Berglund 15, Nick 
Knute 10, Hayden Harmon-
ing 8, Seavert 29, Brady 
Paumen 8.

Big Lake scoring: Tre 
Gordy 5, Kyle Segner 3, 
Windhorst 14, Mitchell 
Spanier 4, Will Boeckman 
5, Mitchell Hill 10, John-
athon O’Brien 12, Tyler 
Gagnon 1, Iverson 21.

Fall to Tigers
Last Friday, the Bull-

dogs suffered their first loss 
of the season to Missis-
sippi 8 Conference favorite 
Princeton, 81-72.

Becker had a better 
shooting percentage than 
the Tigers, and rebounding 
was nearly even.  However,  
the Bulldogs committed 30 
turnovers which led to a 
30-12 deficit in transition 
points and led to the Tiger 
win.

Scoring: Weiss 6, 
Berglund 7, Knute 17, 
Harmoning 8, Seavert 13, 
Paumen 17, Goebel 4.

Clutch free throws 
lead Bulldogs over 
Hornets in hoops

By Mark Kolbinger, 
Contributing Writer

In yet another offensive 
explosion, the Becker girls 
basketball team scorched 
the home nets Tuesday 
night, shooting 53% from 
the field en route to defeat-
ing the Big Lake Hornets, 
93-39.

It was a battle of state 
ranked teams, as the Bull-
dogs came into the game 
the consensus #1 team in 
Class AAA, while Coach 
Reyan Robinson had her 
Hornet squad occupying the 
#10 spot in the latest poll.

“For whatever reason, 
our girls always get up for 
this game,” said Baird, 
whose team  led 49-25 at 
halftime.  “Our girls are al-
ways excited for the oppor-
tunity to compete against 
Big Lake.”

The rivalry has been 
close the past five seasons, 
with Becker holding a 
slight 5-3 advantage during 
that span going into Tues-
day’s tilt.

“They beat us at the 
buzzer three years ago on a 
last second shot,” recalled 
Baird, whose team used 
that game as motivation to 
win the last four matchups.  
“We’ve been at our best 
against them ever since.”

In Tuesday’s matchup, 
it was again the offensive 
prowess of the Bulldogs 
that highlighted the sto-
ryline, as  seniors Court-
ney Nuest (23) and Julia 
Bengtson (24) led the team 
in points.  Bengtson was on 
fire early, putting up 19 be-
fore halftime.

“Julia and Courtney 
played amazing,” said 
Baird.  “Our pressure was a 
key to the game, as once we 
tired them out we were able 
to get some turnovers.”

Big Lake started the 
game even with Becker 
and actually led 10-8, forc-
ing Baird to call a timeout.  
From there, the Bulldogs 
outscored the Hornets 
41-15 to take the big half-
time lead.  To start the sec-
ond half, Becker went on 
a 13-0 run in the first two 

minutes to put the game out 
of reach.

“Big Lake really played 
us tough in the beginning, 
but our depth came into 
play,” said Baird, whose 
team would force 32 Hornet 
turnovers.

The Hornets were 
led by Mia Huberty, who 
scored 12 points in the 
game and was honored with 
a stoppage of play during 
the second half when she 
scored her 1,000th career 
point.

“Mia is a such a great 
kid, I’d take 10 of her if I 
could [because] she works 
so hard at everything she 
does,” said Robinson.  “It’s 
no surprise to anyone that 
knows her that she reached 
this amazing milestone.  
I’m so lucky to be her coach 
and proud of her accom-
plishment.”

As for Becker, Robin-
son knows the team well 
and was proud of how her 
team played in the opening 
half.

“That first half was so 
fun . . . I knew they had 
that in them and it’s only 
week four,” said Robinson. 
“I can’t wait to see where 
we’ll be in March.”

Becker scoring: Ade-
line Kent 6, Maren Westin 
9, Alayna Lindquist 4, 
Courtney Nuest 23, Bengt-
son 24, Whitney Schug 5, 
Dani Nuest 4, Megan Gam-
ble 8, Ayla Brown 7, Liz 

Mackedanz 2 and Evelyn 
Kreft 1.

Big Lake scoring: 
Hailey Millam 8, Ava Vi-
zenor 2, Huberty 12, Olivia 
Stockham 2, Emily Steen 
5, Makayla Hintz 2, Caela 
Tigne 6, Emma Jacobs 2.

Bulldogs 97, Tigers 38
Last Friday, the Bull-

dogs smothered Princeton, 
forcing 41 Tiger turnovers 
and converting those into 
59 points.

“Our goal was to 
out-rebound Princeton as 
that is their strength, and we 
did so, 44-26,” said Baird.  
“Individually, Megan Gam-
ble continues to play at an 
All-State level with 17 
points, eight rebounds and 
six steals in only 15 min-
utes of action.” 

Becker’s defense was 
in the passing lanes all 
night, nabbing 28 steals to 
the Tigers’ 4.

Adeline Kent had 16 
points on 7-for-10 shoot-
ing, while Maren Westin 
had 15 points to go along 
with three assists and three 
steals.

Scoring: Kent 16; 
Westin 15; Alayna Lind-
quist 10; Courtney Nuest 
8; Julia Bengtson 6; Dani 
Nuest 12; Gamble 17; 
Jackie Yoerg 2; Ayla 
Brown 6; Liz Mackedanz 2 
and Evelyn Kreft 3.

BECKER’S DANI NUEST surveys the defense and looks for the passing lane in 
the first half of the Hwy. 10 border battle Tuesday evening in Becker.  Defending 
for the Hornets is Mia Huberty, who was recognized in the second half of the game 
for scoring her 1,000th career point. (Submitted Photo).

Lady Bulldogs stun Hornets 
in battle of ranked teams

vious to even new students 
who moved to one of the 
schools, as Becker’s Jus-
tin Hegna experienced as 
soon as he came to Becker 
half-way through his eighth 
grade year in 1986.

“It was almost imme-
diate,” recalls Hegna, who 
went on to become the lead-
ing boys basketball scorer 
in school history.  “I came 
from South Dakota where 
we were built on rivalries 
so to experience the Beck-
er-Big Lake one right away 
was something special.  I 
learned very early that we 
just didn’t want to lose to 
Big Lake.”

Hegna can picture the 
huge crowds in the late 
1980’s who would pack 
the gymnasiums to watch 
the younger Bulldogs take 
on the experienced Hornet 
teams led by Chuck Miller.  
It was a rivalry for sure, 
made better by the friend-
ships established on the 
court.

“It started when I was 
only in eighth grade, but the 
Big Lake guys would come 
to our open gym and every-

one told me I could never be 
as good as Chuck,” remem-
bers Hegna, who would go 
on to coach the Becker girls 
program to their first ever 
state title in 2007.  

“That was a great mo-
tivation for me because 
we competed against each 
other so often.”

Hegna also credits the 
size of the towns and the 
intense coverage from the 
local media during those 
years for leading to the 
hype around the rivalry, 
which reached a torrent in 
1989.

“Dale Stonehouse 
[West Sherburne Tribune] 
wrote a story about the 
‘Barn Burner’ that was 
coming up for our next 
game with Big Lake and 
it was a huge crowd,” says 
Hegna.  “It seemed liked 
everyone from town was 
there, along with KMOM 
radio [Monticello station] 
and we won a close game 
and the place was going 
crazy.”

While the towns have 
gotten much larger and 
there is more competition 

for people’s free time, the 
rivalry has carried on to to-
day’s generation now that 
both schools are again in 
the same conference.

“I feel that one of the 
main reasons that this game 
is always important is that 
the players know each other 
so well,” says current Bull-
dog boys coach Josh Ihrke.  
“They grew up together and 
have been playing year after 
year through travel ball and 
then into school ball. . . . 
and this has also allowed 
the rivalry to come back in 
full force. It is great to say 
that you have beat the team 
down the road from you. It 
is bragging rights.”

Fifty years later, Coach 
Bruns would agree.

“We loved to compete 
against each other, but we 
were and still are very good 
friends,” says Bruns, re-
ferring to his and Zimmer-
man’s relationship.  “It was 
a great rivalry for the kids 
and the coaches, but also 
for both of the towns.”

And it lives on today.
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By Bill Morgan, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

The Big Lake Hornet 
girls gymnastics team held 
their first meet was last 
Thursday (Jan. 21) at Cam-
bridge Isanti High School. 

Their varsity team lost 
132.85 to CI’s 140.675. 
Their JV team won 128.5 
to 127.2.

Being that it was their 
first meet coming off an 
eight week break prior to 
starting up, Hornet Co-
Coach Lanny Goldsmith 

felt like his kids performed 
well. 

“Especially given the 
unusual circumstances to 
start this season,” he said. 
“I thought our girls did a 
nice job on floor and bars 
but left a lot of room for 
improvement on vault and 
beam. I have no doubt this 
team will learn from this 
experience and improve for 
our next meet against Chis-
cago Lakes.” 

Goldsmith said many 
girls competed high school 
routines for the first time 
and did a great job under 

pressure. 
Ava Eastman won the 

JV all-around (32.05). Lola 
Visci finished third in the 
varsity all-around (33.825) 
and Grace Kluk was fifth 
(32.825). Sam Merten fin-
ished first in the combined 
all-around (32.55) and 
Kennadie Ell finished sec-
ond (32.25). 

Allie Goracke finished 
third on varsity vault.

Hornet gymnasts take 
2nd at Cambridge

Dellwo was treated for 
minor injuries and booked 
into the Wright County 
Jail. Dellwo is being held 
for Felony-Level Domestic 
Assault, Fleeing a Peace 
Officer in a Motor Vehi-
cle, Felon in Possession of 
a Firearm, as well as other 
charges stemming from this 
incident.
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