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By Don Bellach, 
Contributing Writer

Santa has already been 
to many places through-
out the communities the 
P atriot covers; for break-
fasts, for tree lightings, for 
fundraisers and more. On 
Sat., Dec. 13, Santa came 
to Pizza Depot in Becker 
for joy.

Com m u nity M ind ed
For the past nine years, 

Pizza Depot has invited 
Santa Claus to visit so its 
customers could spend 
some quality time with 
him, pose for photos, and 
have fun with the jolly old 
elf. Three years ago, they 
added a craft and bake sale 
to showcase local talent, 
not to sell more pizza, but 
to serve the community.

Owner Morgan du-
Monceaux explained, “We 
strive to do stuff for the 
community, something 
smaller, because it’s nice to 
have an event with a small 
family feel.”

She has created that 
family feel by being con-
sistent. She has used the 
same Santa for the past 
nine years, and every ven-
dor who was present on 
Saturday has been present 
for the past three years, and 
her niece, Myla, and friend, 
Arya, were the elves who 
helped kids make orna-
ments and decorate Christ-
mas cookies.

“I  just enjoy seeing the 
kids coming in every year. 
I t brings joy! ”  said duMon-
ceaux, who was not worried 
about the near zero temps 
lowering turnout. “We 
don’t do this for the money; 
we do it for the experience. 

We could have two kids 
come in and it would be 
worth it.”

Lincol n vi sits Santa
DuMonceaux’s family 

was ready to meet Santa. 
Her brother Brady, his wife 
Kayla, and their two kids, 

Lincoln (3) and newborn 
Elowen, were waiting pa-
tiently for his arrival.

Brady explained that 
Lincoln had not sat on San-
ta’s lap since becoming a 
toddler but was very inter-
ested in who he was. 

“<ou definitely want to 
get that classic picture be-
cause it’s something you’ll 
look at for years and years, 
but we’re coming in with 

 LINCOLN approached Santa Claus cautiously. (Patriot Photo by Don Bellach).

Pizza Depot 
spreads joy 
with santa visit

SANTA
to page 2

By Don Bellach, 
Contributing Writer

Clear Lake Fire Chief 
Ron Koren had already 
floated the idea of retire-
ment to members of the 
council a month earlier, but 
during Monday’s regular 
City Council meeting on 
Dec. 15, 2025, he made it 
official. With all the mem-
bers of the council present, 
using few words, Koren 
announced his retirement 
both as Fire Chief and as a 
member of the Clear Lake 
Fire Department, where he 
has been since November 
of 1977. Koren has been 
the Fire Chief since 1987 
and will officially retire on 
January 2, 2026.

I nter im  Chief  N am ed
Council  Member 

Lance G illiland opened the 
discussion about Koren’s 
temporary replacement, re-
porting that the Personnel 
Committee had nominated 
Assistant Fire Chief Matt 
Lunser. G illiland also ex-
plained that council needs 
to adopt a process for hiring 

a new chief before a full-
time replacement is named, 
a process that should begin 
in March of 2026 to con-
clude by April 7.

A motion was made 
and seconded to appoint 
Lunser as I nterim Chief. 

The motion was approved, 
with Chad Nelson abstain-
ing, while all other mem-
bers voted in favor. Lunser 
will serve as I nterim Chief 
beginning January 2, 2026, 
through April 6, 2026.

Misc.

Higher-than-recom-
mended levels of manga-
nese were detected during 
recent repairs in well #3, 
as parts of the discharge 
piping had shown signs of 
corrosion. Public Works 
Supervisor Even Johnson 
suggested that the city may 
have to replace some dis-
charge piping sooner than 
expected and that they will 
need to inspect the piping in 
well #2 later in 2026. 

City Engineer Keith 
Y app noted that the state 
has issued guidance on 
manganese levels, but does 
not require cities to meet 
those requirements.

There was a brief dis-
cussion about current city 
regulations regarding snow 
removal on city sidewalks. 
I t is the homeowner’s re-
sponsibility to clear the 
sidewalk. Mayor Tim G o-
enner asked Johnson if 
the city could assist some 
residents, and Johnson re-
sponded, “We don’t have 
the proper equipment to do 
it.”   He continued to say it 
could be something they 
consider next year.

City Clerk Ryan Mc-
Cann updated the council 
about current updates to the 
city’s website, which in-
cluded a new .gov site and 
online payment options.

CL City R esp ond s
The Clear Lake City 

Council issued the follow-
ing statement a day after 
Koren announced his re-
tirement:  

C lear L ak e F ire C hief  
R on K oren has annou nced  
his retirement f rom the 
Clear Lake fire department, 
effective January 2, 2026. 
W e thank  C hief  K oren f or 
his many  y ears of  d ed icated  
serv ice to the commu nity  
and of  cour se wish him well 
in his retirement.

T he city  cou ncil is 
currently in the process of 
modifying future policy re-
gard ing the selection and  
term of the fire chief po-
sition. That being said, in 
the interest of  continui ty  of  
leadership, the City Coun-
cil has nominated A ssistant 
Chief Matt Lunser, to be 
the new interim C lear L ak e 
Fire Chief.

Clear Lake Fire Chief Ron Koren retires

CLEAR LAKE FIRE CHIEF RON KOREN submits his resignation 
to City Clerk Ryan McCann. (Patriot photos by Don Bellach)

Submitted Article

Two individuals from 
Big Lake are facing fel-
ony drug charges after law 
enforcement executed a 
search warrant at their resi-
dence and allegedly discov-
ered fentanyl and cocaine 
in locations accessible 
to a child, according to a 
criminal complaint filed in 
Sherburne County District 
Court.

Maggie Elizabeth 

Uselton, 31, and Mason 
William Brown, 28, have 
both been charged with one 
felony count of 5th Degree 
Drug Possession (Schedule 
1, 2, 3, 4) and one gross 
misdemeanor count of En-
dangering a Child in a Sit-
uation Could Cause Harm 
or Death.

According to the com-
plaint, on or about Decem-
ber 10, 2025, Sherburne 
County law enforcement 
officers e[ecuted a search 

warrant at a residence on 
Henry Road in Big Lake. 
2fficers made contact with 
Uselton and Brown in their 
vehicle as they arrived at 
the garage.

Upon removing the de-
fendants from the vehicle, 
officers allegedly observed 
that Brown appeared to be 
heavily under the influence 
of a controlled substance. 

MAGGIE ELIZABETH USELTON (L) and Mason William 
Brown (R) of Big Lake have been charged with drug counts and 
endangerment of a child. (Sherburne County Booking Photos).

2 Big Lakers facing felony charges for drugs, child endangerment

FELONIES
to page 2
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Editorials - Opinions - News
Letters To The Editor

T O  T H E  E D I T O R :
Rep. Tom Emmer, I  have 
been calling your office, but 
I am not getting any infor-
mation back from you. <our 
update in the P atriot on De-
cember 1�th  didn¶t cover 
healthcare. I retired early at 
��, and one of the deciding 
factors, was having afford-
able healthcare for myself 
through the $C$. I have 
asked you what your plan is 
for the country.  The deadline 
was 'ecember 1� to sign up 
or change your plan.  I had to 
make a decision without hav-
ing the knowledge of what 
your plan was. The 5epub-
licans were offering �1,000 
for the year in an +6$.  'o 
you realize my plan doubled 
from ��4� to �1100 a month"  
6mall businesses, farmers, 
early retirees and many oth-
ers need a plan that is not 
catastrophic with thousands 
in deductables. The whole 
$C$ could be reworked to 
“fi[” it instead of just throw-
ing money at it. I agree with 
your there,  but why wait 
until the last minute to blame 
the democrats that the �1,000 

a year didn¶t pass" It is time 
to come up with a real plan to 
help the whole country. 
Cind y  Stol l
B ecker ,  MN

T O  T H E  E D I T O R :
I have to chuckle over the 
fact that  5ep. Tom (mmer is 
constantly complaining about 
*ov. Wal]. If (mmer is so 
unhappy with Wal]¶s perfor-
mance, why doesn¶t he enter 
the governor¶s race in �0��" 
But he won¶t. Because Tom 
is enjoying the perks of being 
part of the 'C elite in his job 
as *23 Whip. That and the 
fact that Trump and (mmer 
have ballooned the federal 
deficit by passing huge ta[ 
cuts for the millionaires and 
billionaires of this country 
while ignoring the needs 
of their working and mid-
dle class constituents aren¶t 
making folks happy. $nd 
then there¶s the embarrass-
ing fact that (mmer has been 
the number one cheerleader 
in 'C for crypto currency, 
which is rife with fraudu-
lent activity and is the fa-
vorite currency of organi]ed 

crime. Tom (mmer should 
be ashamed of his disastrous 
record. I suspect that (mmer 
is aware of the problem be-
cause he¶s been afraid to face 
his constituents in Town +all 
meetings. +e prefers the back 
room conclaves at the Capi-
tal in 'C. That¶s where Tom 
feels comfortable these days.
Best regards,
A nthony  T hom p son
B ig Lake,  MN

T O  T H E  E D I T O R :
8nguarded 'ata )ence. <ou 
don¶t let strangers wander 
your property without permis-
sion. 6o it¶s fair to ask why 
our digital lives are treated 
any differently. This month, 
3resident Trump signed an 
e[ecutive order pushing a 
single, light�touch national $I 
standard while blocking states 
from setting their own rules. 
)ederal agencies are now en-
couraged to challenge state 
$I laws and even threaten 
funding for states that resist. 
$t the same time, major tech 
companies are e[panding 
how they use personal data 
to train $I. 3latforms like 

Meta, *oogle, and /inkedIn 
can draw from public posts, 
profiles, and user activity, 
often with limited or confus-
ing opt�out options. The 8.6. 
still has no comprehensive 
federal privacy law, leaving 
$mericans with fewer pro-
tections than users overseas. 
+ere¶s the common�sense 
part� corporations�billionaires 
�greedy� don¶t give money 
away for nothing. They fund 
campaigns, initiatives, and 
flashy projects �ballrooms, 
airplanes, etc.� because they 
e[pect access, influence, or 
fewer rules in return. 6tate 
laws were trying to set basic 
guardrails� transparency, ac-
countability, and the right to 
know when machines make 
decisions about you. Now 
many of those guardrails are 
being pushed aside before 
real national protections e[ist. 
$I is new. 3ower isn¶t. If we 
don¶t ask who¶s paying and 
what they¶re buying, we¶re 
not paying attention.
Vanessa D av enp or t
B ig Lake,  MN

Many Positive Things
Merry Christmas and 

+appy New <ear. I have 
decided to begin a regular 
editorial because there are 
many positive things hap-
pening in the City of Big 
/ake, including more than 
���M in new valuation 
added to the ta[ base in 
�0�� ��0� increase over 
�0�4�. I look forward to 
sharing updates and engag-
ing with you through the 
P atriot. )uture editorials 
will focus more closely on 
the significant private eco-
nomic development activity 
occurring in our community 
amongst many other things�

My focus, today, is on 
our new City Council meet-
ing schedule as well as the 
Big /ake 3ublic 6afety )a-
cility 3roject.

The Big /ake City 
Council has recently ad-
justed its meeting schedule, 
moving from two meetings 
per month to one. We are 
hopeful this change will 
create greater efficiencies 
for city staff and allow for 
more productive and fo-
cused City Council meet-
ings. $s of January 1, �0��, 
the City Council will meet 
on the third Wednesday of 
each month, starting with 
a Workshop session from 
��00±���0 p.m., followed 
immediately by the regu-
lar City Council meeting at 
���0 p.m.

$ll City Council agen-
das and meeting packets 
are published on the city¶s 
website at www.bi glak emn.
org. Workshop sessions are 
audio recorded, and City 
Council meetings are both 
video and audio recorded; 
all recordings are also 
available on the city web-
site. I encourage you to stay 
engaged by reading, listen-
ing, and watching to keep 
up with city happenings.

If you haven¶t yet 
heard, the City Council¶s 
3ublic Building 3lanning 
Committee has been work-
ing on a city facility project 
for the past several years. 
This effort was prompted 
by the Big /ake (conomic 
'evelopment $uthority¶s 
�B/('$� successful plan-
ning and acTuisition of the 
building connected to City 
+all. The B/('$ has been 
formally planning for rede-
velopment of the City +all 
site since �01�. Currently, 
this site generates no ta[ 
revenue and sits on what 
is arguably one of the most 
visible and marketable 
pieces of real estate in the 
city.

In addition to acTuir-
ing the building connected 
to City +all, the B/('$ 
also purchased five acres of 
land to be held for a poten-
tial new city facility. This 
step was taken to ensure 
the city had viable reloca-
tion options should the out-
come, after fully vetting all 
alternatives, result in new 
construction.

$fter two years of 
planning and conducting a 
comprehensive space needs 
analysis, the 3ublic Build-
ing 3lanning Committee 
formally recommended 
construction of a new 3ub-
lic 6afety )acility to house 
City +all, the Big /ake 3o-
lice 'epartment, and the 
3ublic /ibrary. This recom-
mendation was presented 
during the 6eptember �4, 
�0��, City Council Work-
shop, and the City Council 
reached a majority consen-
sus to move forward. $ddi-
tional details can be found 
in the 6eptember �4, �0��, 
Workshop packet available 
on the city¶s website.

This recommenda-
tion reflects the pressing 
need to relocate City +all 
to unlock redevelopment 
opportunities. $t present, 
both City +all and the Big 
/ake 3olice 'epartment 
are operating in buildings 
that are overcrowded and 

outdated, with significant 
limitations in safety and 
technology. Moving for-
ward will not only address 
these challenges but also 
better position our city to 
serve residents efficiently 
and safely.

)ollowing a thorough 
evaluation of financing 
options, the Committee 
and city staff determined 
that /ease�5evenue Bonds 
are the most appropriate 
funding mechanism for the 
3ublic 6afety )acility 3roj-
ect. This approach allows 
the city to move forward 
efficiently, minimi]es the 
risk of cost escalation due 
to market conditions, and 
provides greater control 
over overall project costs. 
/ease�5evenue Bonds have 
been successfully used 
in the past to fund major 
city projects, including the 
current City +all, /ake /i-
Tuors, 3ublic Works facil-
ity improvements, and the 
Big /ake )ire 6tation. The 
bonds will be issued with 
a not�to�e[ceed amount 
of ���M, with the goal of 
delivering the project at a 
lower total cost.

The Committee also 
conducted a 5eTuest for 
4ualifications�5eTuest for 
3roposal process to select 
a Construction Manager 
at 5isk �CM$5�. Brad-
bury 6tamm was chosen 
to provide comprehensive 
construction management 
services. Bradbury 6tamm 
has assembled a design 
and engineering team that 
includes */T$rchitects, 
B.9 *roup, True North, 
and Bolton 	 Menk.

If you are interested in 
following this project more 
closely, please consider 
adding the following dates 
to your calendar�

5 : 3 0  p . m . ,  J anu ar y  
1 2 ,  2 0 2 6  ± B/('$ Meet-
ing

3ublic +earing on the 
(stablishment of an (co-
nomic 'evelopment 'is-
trict

�6tate law reTuires 
this district to be estab-
lished for B/('$ to issue 
/ease�5evenue Bonds.�

6 : 0 0  p . m . ,  J anu ar y  
21, 2026  ± 6pecial B/('$ 
Meeting

Consideration of the 
Bond 3urchase Contract 
and authori]ation of lease 
documents

6 : 3 0  p . m . ,  J anu ar y  
2 1 ,  2 0 2 6  ± City Council 
Meeting

Consideration and ap-
proval of the /ease�5ev-
enue Bonds and City�
B/('$ /ease $greement

Consideration and ap-
proval of the CM$5 Con-
tract

Consideration and 
approval of a resolution 
reTuesting *reat 5iver 
5egional 3ublic /ibrary to 
begin work on its assessed 
needs

I encourage you to 
attend meetings, review 
materials, ask Tuestions, 
and share your perspec-
tive. <our input matters, 
and it helps ensure that the 
choices we make reflect 
the needs and values of 
our residents. $s always, 
I welcome your feedback 
and any Tuestions you may 
have. 3lease feel free to 
call me at �1���1������ 
or email me at pk nier@
bi glak emn.org.

By Paul Knier
Big Lake Mayor

Walz Facing Mounting Pressure
Minnesota¶s epidemic 

of fraud continues to get 
the national attention it 
warrants, and *overnor 
Tim Wal] is facing mount-
ing pressure for his failures 
as federal investigations are 
underway. /ast week, the 
8.6. +ouse Committee on 
2versight and *overnment 
5eform announced that it 
will open an investigation 
into the massive fraud, the 
state¶s efforts to cover it up, 
and retaliation against whis-
tleblowers inside the state 
agencies. $dditionally, the 
8.6. Treasury 'epartment, 
Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid 6ervices, and the 
6mall Business $dminis-
tration have all announced 
that they are actively inves-
tigating Minnesota.

I, along with the 
Minnesota 5epublican 
delegation, have been de-
manding action, answers, 
and accountability from 
*ov. Wal] about the fraud 
in the state since �0��. 
Thanks to 3resident Trump 
and his administration, we 
are hopeful this will give 
Minnesotans the answers 
they deserve and those re-
sponsible will pay for their 
crimes. 

D em and  f or  
R evc ation of  
I l l egal l y I ssu ed  CD Ls
/ast week, I joined 

Congresswoman Michelle 
)ischbach, Congressman 
Brad )instad, and Con-
gressman 3ete 6tauber in 
sending a letter to *ov. 
Wal] demanding he revoke 
illegally issued Commercial 
'river¶s /icenses �C'/s�. 
The 6ecretary of Transpor-
tation 6ean 'uffy and the 
$dministrator of the )ed-
eral Motor Carrier 6afety 
$dministration conducted 
an audit that discovered 
one�third of Minneso-
ta¶s non�domiciled C'/s 
were issued illegally. This 
negligence and oversight 
have put Minnesotans and 
$mericans in harm¶s way. 
<et again, we see *ov. 
Wal]¶s dereliction of duty 
and Minnesotans paying 
the price for it. If the *ov-
ernor refuses to revoke the 
illegal C'/s, Minnesota is 
at risk of losing its federal 
benefits. 

E nd ing w aste, f r au d , 
and  ab u se in SN A P
2n Tuesday, I joined 

the Minnesota 5epubli-
can 'elegation and +ouse 
$griculture Committee 
Chairman *lenn “*T” 
Thompson in demand-
ing that *ov. Wal] end 
waste, fraud, and abuse in 
the state¶s 6upplemental 
Nutrition $ssistance 3ro-

gram �6N$3� and comply 
with the 8.6. 'epartment 
of $griculture¶s reTuest 
to see Minnesota¶s 6N$3 
data. Minnesota is one of 
the twenty�two states that 
have not complied with the 
86'$¶s reTuest. In �0�4 
alone, Minnesota errone-
ously paid ��� million in 
6N$3 benefits. 2ur gov-
ernor is playing political 
games and putting Minne-
sotans¶ 6N$3 benefits in 
jeopardy instead of follow-
ing the reTuest to keep Min-
nesota in good standing to 
safeguard funding. 

Minnesota F ar m er s
2n Wednesday, we 

met with the C(2 of /and 
2¶ /akes, Beth )ord. We 
had a productive meeting 
discussing the opportuni-
ties and challenges facing 
Minnesota agriculture and 
the ways we can support 
our farmers, ranchers, and 
rural $merica. I look for-
ward to continuing to work 
with Beth.

A nnu al  D ef ense B il l
I was proud to see the 

+ouse of 5epresentatives 
pass the National 'efense 
$uthori]ation $ct �N'$$� 
for )iscal <ear �0�� this 
week, with my support. The 
N'$$ authori]es ��00.� 
billion for our national de-
fense. $dditionally, the 
legislation cuts left�wing 
ideology and '(I initia-
tives from the military and 
authori]es a �.�� raise for 
our troops. The bill will be 
going back to the 6enate for 
a vote and then to 3resident 
Trump, who has already 
pledged to sign it into law. 
This legislation will make 
3resident Trump¶s 3eace 
Through 6trength agenda 
a reality and ensure that the 
8nited 6tates remains the 
most lethal and effective 
fighting force in the world. 

$s always, please do 
not hesitate to let me or my 
staff know if we can assist 
you with anything, and 
thank you for allowing me 
to represent you in Wash-
ington.

By Rep. 
Tom Emmer

SANTA
from page 1

OWNER MORGAN DUMONCEAUX(R) gets elves Myla and 
Arya ready to help kids decorate ornaments and cookies. (Pa-
triot photo by Don Bellach)

low e[pectations,” Brady 
said.  

+e was very conscious 
of how his son perceived his 
visit with 6anta. 

“)rom a kid¶s perspec-
tive, they¶re thinking, µWhy 
are you pushing this guy in a 
red suit on me"¶”

This year, /incoln would 
not be pushed, he would be 
led. $round 1 p.m., duMon-
ceau[ grabbed /incoln¶s 
hand and guided him into the 
kitchen. $ moment later, /in-
coln ran out e[citedly yelling, 
“6anta¶s here�”

That was the cue that 
other families needed to get 
ready for 6anta¶s entrance. 
6miles lit up on everyone¶s 
faces and a line Tuickly 
formed in front of 6anta¶s 

chair. )irst in line was /in-
coln, who looked at 6anta and 
said, “+i, I¶m /incoln.”  +e 
Tuickly took his place ne[t to 
6anta Claus to talk to him.

/incoln¶s mother .ayla 
said shortly after, “I was so 
proud of him�”  5ecapping 
his conversation, she e[-
plained that he told 6anta 
he was good and was taking 
care of his baby sister before 
asking him for a red monster 
truck.

Throughout the after-
noon, that same e[perience 
was repeated by all the fam-
ilies who came to visit 6anta 
and that is the joy that duMon-
ceau[ was talking about��the 
simple joy of being together, 
a joy that will be repeated for 
years and years.

The complaint states 
there was an “overwhelming 
chemical odor consistent with 
fentanyl being consumed in 
the vehicle.” 2fficers noted a 
car seat in the rear of the vehi-
cle and arranged for a relative 
to take custody of 9ictim 1, 
a child who would normally 
have been returning to the 
residence.

'uring a search of the 
vehicle, officers allegedly 
discovered a plastic container 
in the center console ne[t to 
where Brown was seated. 
The container held a white 
powder substance that field�
tested positive for cocaine 
and fentanyl, weighing ap-
pro[imately 1.0 grams.

2fficers also located a 
purse belonging to 8selton 
in the vehicle. Inside, they 
allegedly found another plas-
tic container with a substance 
that field�tested positive for 
both cocaine and fentanyl, 
weighing �.14 grams. $ digi-
tal scale and Narcan were also 
reportedly found in the purse.

$ccording to the com-

plaint, 8selton provided a 
Mirandi]ed statement ad-
mitting to using fentanyl the 
morning the warrant was e[e-
cuted. 6he allegedly indicated 
that Brown had been smoking 
fentanyl in the vehicle that 
day, and admitted that she and 
Brown smoke fentanyl in the 
vehicle where 9ictim 1 rides.

$ subseTuent search 
of the residence allegedly 
revealed a plastic container 
with a white powder sub-
stance on a coffee table in the 
living room. 8selton report-
edly claimed it was makeup, 
but the substance field�tested 
positive for cocaine. $ dig-
ital scale with residue was 
also found under the coffee 
table. The complaint notes 
these items were within reach 
of 9ictim 1, a five�year�old 
child.

Both defendants are 
charged pursuant to Minne-
sota 6tatutes 1��.0��.��a�
�1� for the drug charges and 
�0�.���.1�b��1� for the child 
endangerment charges.

FELONIES
from page 1

SCSO  K-9 DEPUTY NICK 
CARLSON and his partner, 
Bane, visited the Refuge 
Ranger 4-H club last week-
end, answering questions and 
doing a demonstration for 
those in attendance.  The 4-H 
leadership was pleased with 
the program and wanted to 
extend their appreciation to 
Deputy Carlson, K-9 Bane 
and the SCSO for their time 
and effort in planning the 
event. (Submitted Photo).

K-9 and SCSO visit Refuge Rangers

$7,500
$11,000

$14,000
$18,000
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Area News

Quality Building Supplies 
at Affordable Prices

Since 1975

BOOK YOUR ORDER!

Call for a FREE estimate
117th Ave., Milaca

(north end of Milaca off Central Ave)

BUILDING
$PECIAL$

320-983-6304 •1-800-818-1846

LATCHAM-LIND LUMBER &
POST FRAME BUILDINGS

Your 
community 
newspaper 

is brought to 
you by the 
advertisers 

within. Please 
support them.

GIFT BOXES ARE THE PERFECT GIFT
Looking for the perfect gift? Our holiday gift boxes are packed with a 

delectable assortment of our finest meats and treats. From savory 
sausages to mouthwatering jerky, each box is a celebration of flavor, 

ideal for sharing with loved ones or treating yourself. 

4 GENERATIONS STRONG

Hwy 24, Clear Lake, MN - (320) 743-2311

Same Location for 111 Years!

CELEBRATE THE HOLIDAYS
WITH LOCAL FLAVOR!

FRESH PRIME RIB - FRESH HAMS

STORE HOURS
Mon-Fri: 8:30am to 6:30pm

Sat: 8:30am to 4:00pm  Sun: 10:00am to 4:00pm
Visit us at www.mcdonaldsmeats.com

Keller Lake Commons in Big Lake, now an Assisted Living Community 
offering full apartments ranging from 644 to 956 square feet. Cable is included in rents 

for private pay and housing support (formerly known as GRH) renters. Accepting EW and 
CADI. For more information please contact Nicole Gilder, Housing Director at 

763-263-2363 or check us out online at www.kellerlakecommons.com

Christmas Worship

Children’s Christmas program 
Dec 21 at 10 am

Blue Christmas Worship  
Dec 21 at 4 pm

Christmas Eve Worship 
9 am – 4:30 pm – 8 pm

South  Santiago  Lutheran  Church - 14675-37th  Street  Clear Lake

SOUTH SANTIAGO LUTHERAN CHURCH

Children’s Christmas program 

SOUTH SANTIAGO LUTHERAN CHURCH

Christmas 
Worship

Candlelight Christmas Service 
  Wed., Dec. 24 @ 4:30pm

8464 160th St., Clearwater, MN 55320 • 320-558-2750
clearwatertca@gmail.com• www.tcachurch.com

Christ-centered music, 
special message and of 
course, “Silent Night by 

Candlelight”

Chr istm as E v e:  4pm Mass, 9pm Mass
Chr istm as D ay  Mass:  9am Mass

F east of  Mar y ,  Mother  of  G od  H ol y  D ay :  
Wed., Dec. 31st, 6pm; Thurs., Jan. 1st, 9am Mass

Come and Worship
Christmas Eve                 
Candlelight Service 

with Holy Communion 
– 4pm –

Faith Lutheran Church
All Are Welcome!

11755 Sherburne Ave. Becker, MN 55308 – 763.262.5751

320-391-6824

By Mark Kolbinger, 
Contributing Writer

The Becker American 
Legion Post 193 is once 
again hosting a Christmas 
Eve dinner for the commu-
nity from 4: 30 until 7: 30 
p.m. on December 24 at the 
Legion building at 12155 
Hancock Street.  There is 
no charge for the dinner, 
which is open to the public, 
however people can bring 
store bought desserts to 
share with the other attend-
ees if they chose.

Free-will donations 
will be accepted at the 
door, and anyone interested 
in donating to the event can 
also send their offering to 
the Legion at the above ad-

dress.
According to the Le-

gion’s First Vice-Com-
mander Mark Swanson, 
the meal is being 
offered as a ser-
vice for peo-
ple, including 
Veterans, so 
they can 
experience 
c o m p a n -
ionship at 
a critical 
time of the 
year.

S w a n -
son notes that 
Veteran suicide 
is an ongoing prob-
lem, and for anyone 
experiencing the holiday 
season without family by 

their sides, loneliness and 
depression are a real thing.

“This is giving 
an outlet 

to the 

c o m -
m u n i t y 

so that no one 
is alone at this time of the 

year,”  Swanson says.  “We 
want everyone, including 
Veterans, to know that they 
are not alone.”

I n recent years, the 
American Legion has been 
active in supporting Vet-
erans within the commu-
nity through the use of the 
hashtag, # b etheone, which 
symbolizes the mission to 
prevent Veteran suicide.

“The meal is open to 
anyone that wants to come 
and join us,”  Swanson says.

For more information, 
Swanson can be contacted 
at legionpost193@ aol.com.

Becker Legion to host 
Christmas Eve Dinner

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 612/332-8844.  Thank you.

MDAN

2x4
2x8

2x2

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 12/21/2025 Central

Anyone can say they can fi x it, 
only we guarantee it...for life!

• Basement Waterproofi ng

• Foundation Repair

• Crawl Space Repair

Schedule your free inspection:
(844) 839-1112
* Certain terms and conditions apply. Ask your Foundation Specialist for details.                        Contractor ID BC807773

Grace Lutheran Church
11185 27th Ave SE, Becker, MN

763-262-7782 
www.gracebecker.org

Children’s Christmas Program - 5pm, Dec. 21
Candlelight Christmas Eve - 5pm, Dec. 24
Christmas Day - 9am, Dec. 25
Sunday Worship Service - 9am, Dec. 28



Submitted Article

X cel Energy plans to 
build the Midwest’s largest 
battery energy storage site 
at the Sherco Energy Hub in 
central Minnesota. The proj-
ect is among a series of in-
vestments that will strengthen 
the region’s energy security 
and expand the company’s 
investment at Sherco and be-
yond.

“We’re making a signif-
icant investment in battery 
storage because we see it as 
a critical part of Minneso-
ta’s energy future,”  said Bria 
Shea, president of X cel Ener-
gy-Minnesota, North Dakota 
and South Dakota. “Batteries 
help us store energy when 
it’s inexpensive to produce 
and dispatch it when needed, 

allowing us to continue de-
livering reliable electricity to 
customers while keeping bills 
low.”

The proposal, filed with 
the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission on Oct. 31, will:

•  Double the amount 
of battery storage adjacent 
to the Sherco coal plant in 
Becker, which is scheduled 
to retire by the end of 2030. 
The Commission previously 
approved 300 megawatts of 
storage. The new proposal 
increases the capacity to 600 
megawatts;

•  Add 135.5 megawatts 
of battery storage at the com-
pany’s Blue Lake facility in 
Shakopee.

•  Expand the company’s 
Sherco Solar facility with 
an additional 200-megawatt 
solar array in Clear Lake 
Township.

I f approved, the com-
pany intends to start construc-
tion on the battery storage 
projects in 2026, with the 
batteries serving customers 
by late 2027. The projects 
will use lithium iron phos-
phate (LFP) battery cell tech-
nology, which has a strong 
track record for reliability 
and safety. LFP batteries dis-
charge energy in four-hour 
increments and are quick to 
recharge, allowing for regu-
lar use.

The batteries will re-use 
existing grid connections, al-
lowing X cel Energy to store 
energy produced across its 
Upper Midwest system at its 
wind, solar, nuclear and nat-
ural gas facilities and release 
it during periods of high de-
mand.

The Sherco battery proj-
ects will create more than 
150 high-quality, union 
construction jobs and an es-
timated $ 200 million in local 
tax payments combined. The 
Blue Lake project will create 
an estimated 55 construction 
jobs and $ 60 million in local 
tax payments.

“For half a century, 
LI UNA members have kept 

the lights on in Minnesota 
by building and maintaining 
Sherco coal units. Today, 
we’re proud to transform 
the plant into a clean energy 
hub—pounding posts for 
solar panels, planting polli-
nator habitat, and construct-
ing pads for battery storage,”  
said Joel Smith, president and 
business manager, Laborers’ 
I nternational Union of North 
America—Minnesota and 
North Dakota. “I n our work 
with X cel Energy, we’re 
meeting Minnesota’s climate 
goals while supporting local 
workers and communities.“

X cel Energy expects 
the projects will qualify for 
federal tax credits (offsetting 
30%  of the cost for the Blue 
Lake battery and 40%  for the 
Sherco battery projects and 
Sherco Solar, which are in 
an energy community). The 
company passes these tax 
credits directly to customers 
in the form of lower bills.

Sher co Sol ar  
E x p ansion
X cel Energy’s pro-

posal to add a fourth phase 
to Sherco Solar would bring 
the facility’s total generating 
capacity to 910 megawatts 
by 2029. The expansion will 
create an estimated 300 union 
construction jobs and $ 90 
million in local economic 
benefits.

Sherco Solar is the 
Upper Midwest’s largest 
solar generating facility. I t 
has a strong record of deliv-
ering carbon-free electricity 
for customers since it went 
into service in �0�4. The first 
two phases are already on-
line, with a third phase under 
construction and scheduled to 
start producing electricity for 
customers in 2026.

The latest proposals are 
among a series of invest-
ments X cel Energy is making 
in central Minnesota even as 
coal operations wind down. 
Learn more about X cel Ener-
gy’s work at the Sherco En-
ergy Hub.

For your convenience we accept:
Classified Ad Deadline is 11 AM WEDNESDAY
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Classifieds
A U T O MO B I LE S
G O T  A N  U N W A N T E D  CA R ? ? ?  D O -
N A T E  I T  T O  P A T R I O T I C H E A R T S.
Fast free pick up. Patriotic Hearts’ programs 
help veterans find work or start their own 
business. Call 24/ 7:  1-833-485-1046. (mcn)

G et a b r eak on y ou r  tax es!  Donate your car, 
truck, or SUV to assist the blind and visually 
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost vehicle 
pickup and secure a generous tax credit for 
2025. Call Heritage for the Blind Today at 
1-855 977-7030 today!  (mcn)

D onate y ou r  car ,  tr u ck,  b oat,  R V and  
m or e to su p p or t ou r  v eter ans!  Schedule 
a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup and receive 
a top tax deduction!  Call Veteran Car Dona-
tions at 1-888-429-2331 today!  (mcn)

B U SI N E SS O P P O R T U N I T I E S
G E T  F R E E  MY  nine- d ay  Money  Mir a-
cl e R ep or t. Documented proof. I ’ve made 
$ 2,000 in seven days. Call Now 24 hour 
recorded message (888) 349-2626 code 
WALN01 (mcn)

CA B LE / I N T E R N E T
A F F O R D A B LE  T V &  I N T E R N E T . I f 
you are overpaying for your service, call now 
for a free quote and see how much you can 
save!  1-833-472-7954. (mcn)

D I R E CT V-  A l l  y ou r  enter tainm ent. N oth-
ing on y ou r  r oof !  Sign up for Directv and get 
your first three months of Max, Paramount 
+ , Showtime, Starz, MG M+  and Cinemax 
included. Choice package $ 84.99/ mo. Some 
restrictions apply. Call DI RECTV 1-866-
296-1409. (mcn)

E MP LO Y ME N T / H E LP  W A N T E D
F R E E  R E P O R T  R E VE A LS The Only 
Way Left for The Little G uy To Earn A 
Large I ncome From Home in This Economy 
Call 24 our recorded message 1(888) 349-
2626 Code SPOLN1.(mcn)

F I N A N CI A L
I nf l ation is at 4 0  y ear  highs. I nterest rates 
are way up. Credit Cards. Medical Bills. Car 
Loans. Do you have $ 10k or more in debt?  
Call NATI ONAL DEBT RELI EF and find 
out how to pay off your debt for significantly 
less than what you owe!  FREE quote:  Call 
1-866-552-0649. (mcn)

H E A LT H  &  ME D I CA L
D E N T A L I N SU R A N CE  from Physicians 
Mutual I nsurance Company. Coverage for 
400 plus procedures. Real dental insurance - 
NOT just a discount plan. Do not wait!  Call 

now!  G et your FREE Dental I nformation Kit 
with all the details!  1-855-973-9175 www.
dental50plus.com/ midwest #6258 (mcn)

P O R T A B LE  O X Y G E N  CO N CE N T R A -
T O R  May Be Covered by Medicare!  Re-
claim independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery of 
I nogen One. Free information kit!  Call 844-
716-2411. (mcn)

ST O P  O VE R P A Y I N G  F O R  H E A LT H  
I N SU R A N CE !  A recent study shows that a 
majority of people struggle to pay for health 
coverage. Let us show you how much you 
can save. Call Now for a no-obligation quote:  
1-888-772-8454. Y ou will need to have your 
zip code to connect to the right provider. 
(mcn)

A T T E N T I O N  O X Y G E N  T H E R A P Y  
U SE R S!  Discover Oxygen Therapy That 
Moves with Y ou with I nogen Portable Ox-
ygen Concentrators. FREE information kit. 
Call 1-833-650-5916. (mcn)

H O ME  SE R VI CE S
D on’ t P ay  F or  Cov er ed  H om e R ep air s 
A gain!  Our home warranty covers ALL 
MAJOR SY STEMS AND APPLI ANCES. 
We stand by our service and if we can’t fix 
it, we’ll replace it!  Pick the plan that fits your 
budget!  Call:  1-833-816-2128.(mcn)

W A T E R  &  F I R E  D A MA G E  R E ST O -
R A T I O N . Our trusted professionals will 
restore your home to protect your family and 
your home’s value!  Call 24/ 7:  1-833-879-
1480. Mold Remediation services are also 
available!  (mcn)

MI SCE LLA N E O U S
T hese Might b e the B ib l e A nsw er s y ou ’ v e 
b een Looking f or !  http: / / www.MusingsAb-
outG od.com Logical, Clear, Respectful... 
ahhhh... but a little Different. (mcn)

R each ov er  1 .4  m il l ion hom es f or  j u st 
$ 2 4 9 !  Advertise your business or item with a 
classified ad in the Midwest Free Community 
Papers. Simple, cost-effective, and powerful. 
One call, and you’re done!  Boost your visi-
bility now!  888-899-6327. (mcn)

N E E D  N E W  F LO O R I N G ?  Call today to 
schedule a F R E E  in-home estimate on Car-
peting &  Flooring. Call Today!  1-833-641-
6323. (mcn)

I N J U R E D  I N  A N  A CCI D E N T ?  Don’t 
Accept the insurance company’s first offer. 
Many injured parties are entitled to cash set-

tlements in the $ 1000’s. G et a free evaluation 
to see what your case is really worth. 100%  
Free Evaluation. Call Now:  1-833-879-1534. 
(mcn)

P r ep ar e f or  p ow er  ou tages tod ay  w ith a 
G ener ac H om e Stand b y  G ener ator . Act 
now to receive a FREE 5-Y ear warranty with 
qualifying purchase. Call 1-877-228-5789 
today to schedule a free quote. I t’s not just a 
generator. I t’s a power move. (mcn)

N O  MO R E  CLE A N I N G  O U T  G U T -
T E R S. G u ar anteed !  LeafFilter is backed 
by a no-clog guarantee and lifetime transfer-
rable warranty. Call today 1-855-577-1268 
to schedule a FREE inspection and no obli-
gation estimate. Plus get 75%  off installation 
and a bonus $ 250 discount!  Limited time 
only. Restrictions apply, see representative 
for warranty and offer details. (mcn)

T H E  B A T H R O O M O F  Y O U R  
D R E A MS in as little as 1 day. Limited Time 
Offer - $ 1000 off or No Payments and No 
I nterest for 18 months for customers who 
qualify. BCI  Bath &  Shower. Many options 
available. Q uality materials &  professional 
installation. Senior &  Military Discounts 
Available. Call Today!  1-833-618-1178. 
(mcn)

R ep l ace y ou r  r oof  w ith the b est l ooking 
and  l ongest l asting m ater ial  steel  f r om  
E r ie Metal  R oof s!  Three styles and mul-
tiple colors available. G uaranteed to last a 
lifetime!  Limited Time Offer- up to 50%  off 
installation +  Additional 10%  off install (for 
military, health workers &  1st responders.) 
Call Erie Metal Roofs:  1-844-907-2386. 
(mcn)

R E A L E ST A T E
W E  B U Y  H O U SE S f or  Cash A S- I S!  No 
repairs. No fuss. Any condition. Easy pro-
cess:  Call, get cash offer and get paid. Call 
today for your fair cash offer:  1-888-715-
0513. (mcn)

W A N T  T O  B U Y
CA SH  P A I D  F O R  H I G H - E N D  ME N ’ S 
SP O R T  W A T CH E S!  Rolex, Breitling, 
Omega, Patek Philippe, Heuer, Daytona, 
G MT, Submariner and Speedmaster. Call 
1-833-641-6646. (mcn)

W E  B U Y  VI N T A G E  G U I T A R S!  Look-
ing for 1920-1980 G ibson, Martin, Fender, 
G retsch, Epiphone, G uild, Mosrite, Ricken-
backer, Prairie State, D’Angelico, Stromberg. 
And G ibson Mandolins /  Banjos. 1-833-641-
7028. (mcn)

Minnesota Newspaper Association Classifieds

                                     Week of December 21, 2025             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

        
MISCELLANEOUS WANTED TO BUY

MISCELLANEOUS

EMPLOYMENT
SUBSTITUTE CUSTODIAN

Night Shift 2:00-10:30PM, M-F, dur-
ing the school year. Daytime hours in 
summer. Salary Range: $15.36 -$17.20 
with $0.065 diff erential for shifts start-
ing after 12:00PM apply online at: 
www.applitrack.com/isd876/onlineapp/

GET A BREAK ON YOUR TAXES!
Donate your car, truck, or SUV to 
assist the blind and visually 
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost 
vehicle pickup and secure a generous 
tax credit for 2025. Call Heritage for 
the Blind Today at 844/220-9501 today! 

CHOOSE EARTHLINK FIBER 
Internet for speeds up to 5 Gigs, no data 
caps, no throttling. Prices starting at 
$54.95. Plus, a $100 gift card when you 
make the switch. Call 844/453-6983 

SAFE STEP
North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. 
Comprehensive lifetime warranty.
Top-of-the-line installation and ser-
vice. Now featuring our FREE shower
package and $1,600 off  for a 
limited time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 833/966-3882

DON’T LET THE STAIRS 
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY!

Discover the ideal solution for anyone
who struggles on the stairs, is con-
cerned about a fall or wants to 
regain access to their entire home. 
Call AmeriGlide today! 866/852-5506

SATELLITE TV + INTERNET!
Get Dish! Free install, free HD-DVR 
upgrade, 80,000 on-demand movies,
plus limited time up to $600 
In gift cards. Call today! 855/562-4309

WE BUY HOUSES 
for cash AS IS! No repairs. No fuss. 
Any condition. Easy three step 
process: Call, get cash off er and get 
paid. Get your fair cash off er today by 
calling Liz Buys Houses: 844/978-0683

Classi  ed Advertising 
That is EASY

Your newspaper 
representative can 
provide complete 

details or you can call 
MNA: 612/332-8844

The Minnesota Classi  ed 
Advertising Network

Make an impact with your 
advertising dollar with 

classi  ed advertising that 
reaches over 1MILLION 

READERS

OUTDOOR FURNACES NO-
TICE - Outdoor furnace, parts 
and supplies are in high de-
mand and have limited avail-
ability. With approximate lead 
times of about 8 months, plan 
and look ahead. Reserve now 
to have one to install for this 
summer or fall installation. We 
feature Central Boiler furnaces 
and products for complete in-
stallation. We have financing 
available, and up to a $2,000 
tax credit available on select 
models. Reserve today. Call 
or go online, 763-972-6255; 
classactfurnace.com.
________________________

Outdoor Furnaces

To place your ad, call 763.275.0275 or stop by our office at 
14054 Bank Street, Becker • Website: www.patriotnewsmn.com

MURPHY
CHEVROLET

Ne w  &  Us e d  Ca r s  &  Tr u c k s
(320) 968-6239

www.murphychevrolet.com

Automotive

220 USED CARS to choose 
from. We also BUY used cars. 
Guaranteed Approval! Morrie’s 
Auto Connection, 559 Hwy 10, 
St. Cloud (next to the red barn 
Dairy Queen). 320-229-1900. 
Apply online at: 
www.MorriesAutoConnection.com
________________________

Used Cars

Business & Professional 
Services  Directory

Attorneys

PETERSON - 
GRIMSMO

FUNERAL CHAPEL
Serving your 

community since 1933
250 East Broadway

Monticello, MN 55362
763-295-2918

Our family serving yours!

Funeral

Mulch

15920 Hwy. 10, Becker • 763-262-0871

Call today for a free estimate!
24/7 Service • Emergency #: 320.267.1855

Visit us online: wruckyeah.com

• Septic system design & installation
• Septic Tank & Drain Field Repair
• Routine Maintenance & emergency Services
• Water jetting, video drain inspection services
• Routine Maintenance & emergency Services
• Water jetting, video drain inspection services

Wruck Excavating Inc. — 
Your trusted septic experts

320-743-2479 
• dahlensheetmetal@frontier.com

Clear Lake, MN
www.dahlensheetmetal.com

763-262-1454
Becker, MN

763-452-2500
Big Lake, MN

320-743-2204
Clear Lake, MN

FUNERAL HOME • CREMATION SERVICES

www.williamsdingmann.com

FAMILY FUNERAL HOMES

SPONSORED BY:

8852 Cty Rd 23
Becker, MN 

Phone:
763.261.5656

Ralph du Monceaux, Owner
Free Loaners ~ Free Estimates 

~ Honest Work

763-261-5656
Ralph’s

Auto Body

• BECKER
Grace Lutheran Church (LCMS)
Pastor: David M. Johnson, 763-262-7782, 11185 27th Ave SE. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am, Sun. School 10:30am, Wed. J.U.M.P. 6pm.
Becker Baptist Church
Pastors: Nathan Bucher (Senior), Kevin Drehmel (Youth) & Amy Drehmel 
(Dir. of Child/Fam. Ministry), 763-261-4202, 11951 Hancock St. Services: 
Sun. Worship/Children 10:30am. During the school year: AWANA for 
Kids/Sun. School 9:15am. Midweek Connect for Kids 6:30pm. Please reg-
ister Kids on our webite. Youth Group: Wed. 6:30pm. www.beckerbaptist.
org. 
Becker Evangelical Free Church
Pastors: Gerald Deppa (Interim Senior), Chris Salvevold (Youth), 763-261-
4125, Becker +igh School, 2ffice: 11373 150th Ave S(. Services: Sun. 
Worship/Teaching/Fellowship 10am.
Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 12100 Sherburne Ave. Services: Sat. 
Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8:30am & 10:30am. Masses held 1st, 3rd & 5th Sun-
days of the month. (Masses held on 2nd & 4th Sundays in Big Lake).
Faith (Becker) Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Yolanda Denson-Byers & Vicar Molly Wills, 763-261-5751, 11755 
Sherburne Ave. Services: Sun. Worship 9:30am (Holy Communion on the 
1st & 3rd Sundays) Nursery available. Sun. school 9:55am, Refreshments 
& fellowship at 10:30am, Wed. programs: 6:00pm Wed. Worship, 6:30pm 
7th ² �th grade confirmation, 7:30pm <outh *roup 1st 	 3rd Wed. Bible 
Studies: Tues. 9:00am www.faithlutheran-becker.org.
Oakwood Community Church Assemblies of God
Pastors: Gerry Bass & Sarah, 763-220-6004, 13140 1st St (SW Corner of 
Becker Furniture World). Services: Sun. Bible Study/Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Snake River Free Church
Pastor: Steve Johnston, 612-219-8648, 180th St SE. Services: Sun. Worship/
Sun. School 10:30am., Hymn Sing is second Sun. of every month.
Becker Christian Center & Abundant Grace Church
Pastor: Ken Hanson, 763-262-2177, 15455 59th St SE. Services: Sun. Praise 
& Worship 9:30am, Wed. Family Fellowship 7pm.
Beacon House of Prayer
Pastors: Brian & Linda Holmes, 763-263-3771, 12264 Pleasant Ave. Ser-
vices: Thurs. Worship 6:30pm.
Free Grace United
Pastor: Kevin Wilson, 763-245-0001, Becker High School, 12000 Hancock 
St, Enter door 11. Services: Wed. Worship 6:30pm.

• BIG LAKE
Acts Seventh-Day Adventists Community Church
Pastor: Bill Nixon, 763-263-2287, 20455 187th Ave NW. Services: Sat. 
Worship 9am, Sat. Sabbath School 10:15am.
Bethany Bible Church
763-263-2167, 511 Eagle Lake Road. Services: Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Bridgeview Assembly of God
Pastor: Steve Royalty, 763-263-6274, 20500 County Road 11. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am & 10:45am, Wed. groups (kids/youth/adults) 6:30pm.
SVEA Hill Covenant Church
Pastor: Don Bellach, 763-263-6322, 16392 235th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Cornerstone Baptist Church
Pastor: Gordon Langdon, 763-263-7878, 15300 County Road 35. 
Hope Lutheran Church (ELCA) in Orrock
763-262-0028. www.hopeintherefuge.weebly.com.
IFLESIA AMOR VIVIENTE Living Love Church
Pastores: Juan & Patricia Aguayo, 763-607-5403, 21 Lake St N. Services: 
Sat. 6pm.
Lord of Glory Lutheran Church
Pastor: Marty Mably, 763-263-3090, 15550 190th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
8am & 10:30am.
Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 440 Lake St N. Services: Sat. Mass 
5pm; Sun. 8:30am & 10:30am. Masses held on 2nd & 4th Sundays of the 
month (Masses held on 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays in Becker).
Riverside Church
Online: www.myrc.church, 763-263-2410, 20314 County Road 14. Ser-
vices: Sun 8:45am, 10:30am & 12:05pm.
Saron Lutheran Church
Pastor: Kyle Sidlo, 763-263-2209, 311 Lake St. S. Services: Sun. Worship 

9:30am, indoors or livestream.
Spirit Life Church
763-262-LIFE, 221 Lake St N. Services Sun. mornings 9:45am. Going 
Deeper Sun. 9am. Prophetic Praayer Wed. 7pm.

• SANTIAGO
South Santiago Lutheran Church ELCA
Pastor: Allison Peterson, 763-662-2048, 14675 37th St. Services: Sun. 8am. 
and 10 am, Sun. School 9am.
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church E.L.S. & Princeton Evangelical School
Pastor: Timothy Zenda, 763-662-2570, 18977 17th St. Services: Sun. 
School/Bible Class 10:30am, Divine Worship 9am.
Glendorado Lutheran (ELCA)
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Shari Routh, 920-573-0193, 1100 186th Ave NE. Services: Sun 
Good Shepherd 9am, Sun. Glendorado 10:30am.
Gethsemane Church (ELCA) – Ronneby
Pastor: Barbara Peterson, 320-983-5002, 14478 78th St. NE. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Glendorado Evangelical Country Church
Pastor: Sam Alfano, 763-662-2244, 16999 Glendorado Road NE. Services: 
Sun. School 9:30am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• CLEAR LAKE
Living Waters Church
320-699-0876, 7830 Church St. Services: Sun. Worship 10am, Starting in 
Sept. Wed. night Ladies in Recovery study at 6:30pm.
Trinity Lutheran Church Missouri Synod
Pastor: Josh Reber, 320-743-2919, 8641 Main Ave. Services: Sun. Worship 
8:45am, Sun. School 9:45am.
SHED Church - Non-Denomination in Palmer
Pastor: TBD, 320-241-0123, Palmer Town Hall, 4180 105th Ave. Services: 
Sun. 5pm. www.shedchurch.org.
St. Marcus Catholic Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-743-2481, 8701 Main Ave. Services: Mon.  
& Wed. Mass 8am, Sat. Confessions 4:15pm, Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. 8am.

• DUELM
St. Lawrence Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-968-7502, 10915 Duelm Road NE. Ser-
vices: Sun. Mass 10am, Tues. Mass 8am.

• CLEARWATER
Clearwater United Methodist Church
Pastor: Alison Hendley, 320-558-2581, 405 Main St. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9:30am.
Freedom Bible Baptist Church
320-434-347, 605 /ime St. �2ld Clearwater Post 2ffice�. Services: Sun. 
Prayer 9am, Sun. School 9:30am, Sun. Worship 10:45am.
Rejoice Lutheran Church – ELCA
Pastor: Jim Bump, 320-558-6851, 1155 County Road 75. 
Services: Sun. School that begins in Worship 9:30am. 
Livestream worship at Rejoice’s Youtube Channel, 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsJGuBda4orT9TWYii5wmGw
Church of St. Luke
Father: Dennis Backer, 320-558-2124, 17545 Huber Ave NW. Services: 
Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8am & 10am, Weekday Mass Tues.-Fri. 8am/
Sat. 9am.
Tri-County Alliance Church
Pastor: David Fogal, 320-558-2750, 8464 160th St NW. Services: Sun. 
School 9am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• SILVER CREEK
Immanuel Lutheran Church
Pastor: Ken Tatkenhorst, 763-878-2820, 11390 Elliot Ave NW. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am
Silver Creek Community Church
Pastor: Zach Pryor, 320-963-3957, 4282 114th St NW. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9am, Sun. Fellowship 10am, Sun. School 10:30am. 

• SAINT CLOUD
Faith Lutheran Church
Pastor: Joshua Reber, 320-252-3315, 3000 County Road SE. Worship: Sun. 
10:15am.

RYAN HUBBARD
763-263-8334 

RESIDENTIAL  • COMMERCIAL - AGRICULTURAL

6715 125th Ave - Clear Lake, MN
320.743.2387 • Cell: 320.290.9843

Scott & Tonia Ulsby

KEN GEROUX CONSTRUCTION
C O R P O R A T I O N

Integrity • Excellence
Uncompromising Customer Satisfaction

Lic. #BC002757
Big Lake • 763-263-6878

Order Online!

Becker Pizza Depot
The Area’s Best Pizza -- Ask Anyone!

14281 Bank Street, Becker • 763-262-2700
www.BeckerPizzaDepot.com • Facebook: Pizza Depot

Pizza, Wings & More

290 EAGLE LAKE RD. N. BIG LAKE
763-263-3262 • WWW.CORNEROAKSDENTAL.COM

FAMILY & COSMETIC DENTISTRY

DR. REED DILL & 
DR. PETER KUEFLER

16455 122nd St Becker MN 55308

763-263-9471

Big Lake

 763-263-6350
parkdental.com

Church DirectoryChurch DirectoryChurch Directory

320-743-2479 
• dahlensheetmetal@frontier.com

P.O. Box 646 • Becker, MN 55308
www.dahlensheetmetal.com

Becker 763-261-4200  |  Princeton 763-389-4099
Monticello 763-271-7177

www.sherburnestatebank.com

Your Hometown Bank

Sher b u r ne
State B ank

Member 
FDIC

763-262-4237

M-F
8AM-

4:30PM

Owner: Chad Schwintek
13050 1st Street Becker, MN 55308

24 
HOUR
Towing & recovery

19640 200th Ave., Big Lake

• Family Owned 
    & Operated
• Light, Medium and 
    Heavy Duty  Towing 

• Lockouts 
• Jump Starts 
• Winch Recovery

www.bobstowingandrecovery.com

• BIG LAKE 
• ELK RIVER 
• MONTICELLO

williamsdingmann.com

Electrical

Sheet Metal

Funeral

Employment

Apply in person, 1 mile east of Becker, 
137th left, 1/8 mile on left. 612-747-0163    

NOW HIRING!
KASOWSKI GROUP

• FT FARM LABOR
• FT EQUIPMENT OPERATOR • FT FARM MECHANIC

B E C K E R  P U B L I C  
S C H O O L S  I S  H I R I N G  

S C H O O L  B U S  D R I V E R S ! !

Up to $60 per route based on experience.
Benefits include:
*Health, Dental, & LTD (Coverage year round)
* Paid personal, sick, and holidays
* PERA (Public Employee Retirement Assoc.)
* 403 (B) Matching Retirement Options

$2,000 SIGN ON BONUS!!

*NOW OFFERING PAID TRAINING

Co nta ct u s tod a y !  
763-261-45 8 8

*MINIMUM OF 3.5 HOURS A DAY WITH 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR MORE

Developing Self-Directed Learners to 
Thrive in a Changing Global Community

BECKER PUBLIC SCHOOLS IS HIRING! 
BE A PART OF OUR TEAM!

for information on all our openings, please visit www.becker.k12.mn.us
Questions?  Contact AngelA Oswald @ 763-261-4502, option 3

2025-26 School Year Substitutes:
• TEACHERS

• PARAPROFESSIONALS
• CUSTODIANS

• FOOD SERVERS/
DISHWASHERS

• BUS AND VAN DRIVERS

The City of Becker is accepting applications 
for the position of Full-Time Streets 
and Parks Supervisor in the Public 
Works department. Essential functions 
of this job include first level superviso-
ry, skilled/technical, and some adminis-

trative work to coordinate the day-to-day 
maintenance and repair of all city infrastruc-

ture and assist the Public Works and Parks Assistant Director in 
the division’s administration and construction program. In addi-
tion, this position uses personal/organizational knowledge and 
technical expertise to ensure staff are properly trained, effectively 
supervised, and that work is completed timely and meets quality 
standards. Must be able to respond, in person, to urgent and emer-
gency situations.
Minimum requirements include: a high school degree or equiv-
alent, Class A or B commercial driver’s license, four or more 
years of experience in the construction, maintenance and repair 
of comparable infrastructure. In addition, two or more years of 
leadership or supervisory experience with comparable duties for 
a group of full-time employees. Preferred qualifications include a 
strong mechanical background with demonstrated skills in trou-
bleshooting/problem-solving a variety of operating concerns/
issues with equipment, machinery and mechanical systems. Four 
or more years of experience with snow removal activities includ-
ing route planning and coordination. Four or more years’ experi-
ence as a supervisor or lead in a municipal, county or state public 
works department.
Wage range is $37.28 - $48.46/hour dependent on qualifications 
and experience. Becker has an excellent benefit package includ-
ing PERA retirement, employer paid health insurance, health 
savings account, dental insurance, life insurance, long term dis-
ability insurance.
For more information go to https://www.ci.becker.mn.us/Jobs.
aspx for the job description and application materials. Submit 
cover letter, application, supplemental questions and resume by 
Monday, December 22 at 4:00 PM to City of Becker, Attn: Shan-
non Mortenson, 12060 Sherburne Avenue, Becker, MN 55308 or 
email to smortenson@ci.becker.mn.us. EEO/AAE

The City of Becker is accepting applications 
for the position of 
and Parks Supervisor
Works department. Essential functions 
of this job include first level superviso
ry, skilled/technical, and some adminis

Xcel Energy to build Upper 
Midwest’s largest battery storage site
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Office of the Minnesota 
Secretary of State

Certificate of Assumed Name
Minnesota Statutes, 

Chapter 333
The filing of an assumed name 

does not provide a user with exclu-
sive rights to that name. The filing 
is required for consumer protection 
in order to enable customers to be 
able to identify the true owner of a 
business.
ASSUMED NAME: diamond tax 
PRINCIPAL PLACE OF BUSI-
NESS: 707 Highway 10 Elk River 
MN 55330 USA
NAMEHOLDER(S):
Name: Stacy Hollenbeck
Address: 707 Highway 10 Elk 
River MN 55330 USA

If you submit an attachment, it 
will be incorporated into this docu-
ment. If the attachment conflicts with 
the information specifically set forth 
in this document, this document su-
persedes the data referenced in the 
attachment.

By typing my name, I, the un-
dersigned, certify that I am signing 
this document as the person whose 
signature is required, or as agent 
of the person(s) whose signature 
would be required who has autho-
rized me to sign this document on 
his/her behalf, or in both capacities. 
I further certify that I have com-
pleted all required fields, and that 
the information in this document is 
true and correct and in compliance 
with the applicable chapter of Min-
nesota Statutes. I understand that 
by signing this document I am sub-
ject to the penalties of perjury as set 
forth in Section 609.48 as if I had 
signed this document under oath.
SIGNED BY: Stacy Hollenbeck
MAILING ADDRESS:
707 Highway 10 Elk River 
Minnesota 55330 
EMAIL FOR OFFICIAL NO-
TICES: stacy@diamondtax.net
Work Item: 1604900900029
Original File Number: 
1604900900029
STATE OF MINNESOTA
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF 
STATE
FILED
12/03/2025 11:59 PM
/s/ Steve Simon
Secretary of State
(Published in the Patriot: 12/13/25, 
12/20/25).
___________________________

ST A T E  O F  MI N N E SO T A
D I ST R I CT  CO U R T

CO U N T Y  O F  SH E R B U R N E
T E N T H  J U D I CI A L D I ST R I CT

I N F O R MA L P R O B A T E
Cou r t F il e N o.:  7 1 - P R - 2 5 - 1 8 5
I n R e the E state of  Stev en Char l es 
Laske a/ k/ a Stev en C. Laske a/ k/ a 
Stev e Laske,  D eceased .

N O T I CE  O F  I N F O R MA L 
P R O B A T E  O F  W I LL A N D  A P -
P O I N T ME N T  O F  P E R SO N A L 
R E P R E SE N T A T I VE  A N D  N O -
T I CE  T O  CR E D I T O R S.

TO ALL I NTERESTED PER-
SONS AND CREDI TORS:

Notice is hereby given that an 
application for informal probate of 
the above-named Decedent’s Last 
Will dated May 9, 2013, has been 
filed with the Probate Registrar, and 
the application has been granted.

Notice is also given that the 
Probate Registrar has informally 
appointed the following:  Michelle 
Lynn Hansen, 816 W. Elm St., West 
Salem, WI , 54669, mmhansen@
aol.com, 608-769-0840, as personal 
representative of the Estate of the 
Decedent. Any heir, devisee or other 
interested person may be entitled to 
appointment as personal representa-
tive, or may object to the appoint-
ment of the personal representative. 
Unless objections are filed pursuant 
to Minn. Stat. §  524.3-607, and the 
court otherwise orders, the personal 
representative has full power to ad-
minister the Estate, including, after 
30 days from the date of issuance of 
letters, the power to sell, encumber, 
lease or distribute real estate.

Any objections to the probate of 
the Will, or to the appointment of the 
personal representative, must be filed 
with this court, and will be heard by 
the court after the filing of an appro-
priate petition and proper notice of 

hearing.
Notice is also given that, sub-

ject to Minn. Stat. §  524.3-801, all 
creditors having claims against the 
Estate are required to present the 
claims to the personal representative 
or to the Court Administrator within 
four (4) months after the date of this 
Notice, or the claims will be barred.
/ s/  Pamela Kreier,
Probate Registrar
/ s/  Katrese Ringham,
Court Administrator
(Published in the P atriot:  12/ 13/ 25, 
12/ 20/ 25).
___________________________

ST A T E  O F  MI N N E SO T A
D I ST R I CT  CO U R T

CO U N T Y  O F  SH E R B U R N E
T E N T H  J U D I CI A L D I ST R I CT

P R O B A T E
Cou r t F il e N o.:  7 1 - P R - 2 5 - 1 7 4
I n r e the E state of  Shar on E l aine 
R ingw el ski,  D eced ent.

N otice and  O r d er  f or  H ear ing 
on P etition f or  F or m al  A d j u d ica-
tion of  I ntestacy ,  D eter m ination of  
H eir ship ,  and  A p p ointm ent of  P er -
sonal  R ep r esentativ e and  N otice to 
Cr ed itor s. 
I t is ordered and notice is given that 
on December 24, 2025 at 1: 30 p.m., 
a hearing will be held at Sherburne 
County Courthouse via zoom hear-
ing for the formal adjudication of in-
testacy and determination of heirship 
of the Decedent, and for the appoint-
ment of:  
Name:  Ryan Patrick Ringwelski
Address:  101 10th Street East #342, 
St. Paul, MN 55101
as Personal Representative of the 
Estate of the Decedent in:  an unsu-
pervised administration.
Any objections to the petition should 
be filed with the Court prior to or 
raised at the hearing. 
I f proper and if no objections are 
filed or raised, the personal repre-
sentative will be appointed with 
full power to administer the Estate 
including the power to collect all 
assets, to pay all legal debts, claims, 
taxes and expenses, to sell real and 
personal property, and to do all nec-
essary acts for the Estate. 
Notice is also given that (subject to 
Minn. Stat. §  524.3-801) all credi-
tors having claims against the Estate 
are required to present the claims 
to the personal representative or to 
the Court Administrator within four 
months after the date of this Notice 
or the claims will be barred.
Dated:  October 16, 2025
/ s/  Katrese Ringham 
Court Administrator
(Published in the P atriot:  12/ 13/ 25, 
12/ 20/ 25).
___________________________

ST A T E  O F  MI N N E SO T A
D I ST R I CT  CO U R T

CO U N T Y  O F  SH E R B U R N E
T E N T H  J U D I CI A L D I ST R I CT

P R O B A T E  D I VI SI O N
Cou r t F il e N o.:  7 1 - P R - 2 5 - 1 9 8
I n R e the E state of  Mar il y n J . A r -
thu r ,  D eceased .

N O T I CE  A N D  O R D E R  F O R  
H E A R I N G  O N  P E T I T I O N  F O R  
SU MMA R Y  A SSI G N ME N T O R  
D I ST R I B U T I O N  ( E X E MP T  E S-
T A T E ) .

I t is Order and Notice is given 
that on March 18. 2026, at 3: 30 p.m, 
a Z oom hearing will be held in this 
Court for the assets of the Estate to 
be summarily assigned or distrib-
uted without probate administration. 
Any objections to the petition must 
be filed with the Court prior to or 
raised at the hearing. I f proper and if 
no objections are filed or raised, the 
Court may issue a decree distribut-
ing or assigning the Estate’s assets. 
/ s/  Katrese Ringham
Court Administrator 
A ttorney  f or P etitioner:
SMI TH, PAULSON, 
O’DONNELL &  ERI CKSON, PLC 
Mollie H. Teaster, I D #0398839 
Daniel D. Kastonek, I D #0504446 
201 West 7th Street 
Monticello, MN 55362 
763-295-2107
mollie.teaster@ spoelawy ers.com
d aniel.k astonek @ spoelawy ers.com
(Published in the P atriot:  12/ 20/ 25, 
12/ 27/ 25).
___________________________

F I LI N G  N O T I CE  T O  Q U A LI F I E D  VO T E R S 
I N  SA N T I A G O  T O WN SH I P

Notice is hereby given that a Town Election will be held in the Town-
ship of Santiago, Sherburne County, MN. on March 10, 2026. 
Notice is hereby given to qualified voters of Santiago Township, 
Sherburne County, State of Minnesota, that filing for town office 
will be held for a two-week period beginning Tuesday, December 
30, 2025. 
Affidavits of Candidacy shall be filed by appointment with the Town 
Clerk, Kathy Woolard.    Affidavits will be accepted from December 
30, 2025 through January 13, 2026.  The Clerks office will be open 
for filing January 13, 2026 from 1: 00 pm until 5: 00 pm. 
There will be a $2.00 f iling fee. 
Offices to be filled at the Annual Election in March are as follows;

1. Supervisor for a three-year term
1. Clerk for a two-year term 

The clerk’s office , located at 16943- 20th Street, Santiago, MN., will 
be open Saturday, March 7, 2026 for P.A. Testing and for the purpose 
of absentee voting. 
/ s/ :  Kathy Woolard, Clerk
Santiago Township
(Published in the P atriot:  12/ 13/ 25, 12/ 20/ 25.)

City Summary Budget Statement 

The purpose of this report is to provide summary 2026 budget information concerning the City of Big 
Lake to interested citizens.  The budget is published in accordance with Minn. Stat. Sec. 471.6965.  This 
budget is not complete: the complete budget may be examined at City Hall, 160 Lake Street N, Big Lake 
or one may contact the Finance Director via email at dwegeleben@biglakemn.org.  The City Council 
approved this budget on December 10, 2025. 

2026

Revenues
2024

Actual
2025

Budget
Adopted
Budget

Property Taxes 4,467,046$ 4,887,540$ 5,205,407$
Special Assessments 1,456 1,000 1,000
Licenses & Permits 645,801 713,445 804,690
Intergovernmental 690,357 497,579 474,715
Franchise Fees 471,667 451,263 452,223
Charges for Services 279,690 248,078 252,869
Fines & Forfeitures 44,786 49,250 51,250
Investment Income 606,124 64,534 95,500
Contributions/Donations 11,870 1,500 1,500
Miscellaneous Revenue 49,885 2,500 2,600
Transfer In from other Funds 450,000 450,000 450,000
Total - Current Year Revenues 7,718,682$ 7,366,689$ 7,791,754$
Prior year donations - Designed Fund Balance 3,566 - -
TOTAL GENERAL FUND REVENUES BUDGET 7,722,248$ 7,366,689$ 7,791,754$

Expenditures
Mayor/Council 34,340$ 33,681$ 34,284$
Planning 214,460 238,666 196,704
Elections 29,613 2,000 33,100
Administration/Finance 595,422 588,655 608,421
IT - Computer/Software 135,327 160,539 297,576
Big Lake Community Service Center/Library 83,117 73,661 72,496
Economic Development 181,796 183,411 219,677
Building 214,167 223,104 229,354
Engineering 102,943 137,914 143,303
Fleet/Equipment Maintenance 237,881 232,182 245,962
Streets 610,875 765,234 762,756
Parks 571,100 692,430 671,004
Police 2,697,339 3,104,124 3,292,790
Fire 401,149 348,918 236,013
Community - Recreation (other) 114,724 121,309 114,303
Transfers Out to other Funds 1,010,822 460,861 634,011
TOTAL GENERAL FUND EXPENDITUREBUDGET 7,235,075$ 7,366,689$ 7,791,754$

Increase (Decrease) In Fund Balance 487,173$ -$ -$

Property Tax Levy Requirement to Fund This Budget 4,542,990$ 5,042,703$ 5,351,395$

409.00$

General Fund 2026 Adopted Budget

Cost per Capita of 13084

2027 Financial Planning and Budget Calendar 
The yearly budget schedule is listed below, please watch for information pertaining to the City’s 
2027 budget on the City’s Website and Social Media and join us. 

Water Sewer Storm Sewer Liquor
Sales and Cost of Sales
Sales- net Loyalty Program 5,406,725$
Cost of Sales (COS) (4,065,413)

Gross Profit 1,341,312$

Operating Revenues
Utilities Revenues 2,217,562$ 3,682,814$ 278,828$

Total Gross Profit and Operating Revenues 2,217,562$ 3,682,814$ 278,828$ 1,341,312$

Operating Expenses
Personnel 946,218 948,585 165,176 927,445
Professional Services 108,360 53,500 3,000 10,100
Operations 605,503 857,166 28,600 280,253
Depreciation 954,005 1,435,595 181,700 75,158

Total Operating Expenses 2,614,086 3,294,846 378,476 1,292,956
Operating Income (Loss) (396,524) 387,968 (99,648) 48,356

Nonoperating Revenus (Expenses)
Interest Earnings 21,000 51,000 9,000 40,400
Debt Service Interest and Charges (7,680) (123,866) - -

Total Nonoperating Revenues (Expenses) 13,320 (72,866) 9,000 40,400

Income (Loss) before operating Transfers (383,204) 315,102 (90,648) 88,756

Operating Transfer In (Out) (258,000) (286,000) (35,000) (485,000)

Net Income (Loss) (641,204)$ 29,102$ (125,648)$ (396,244)$

2026 Principal Debt Payment 103,089$ 1,198,912$ -$ -$

Adopted 2026 Budget

Enterprise Funds 2026 Adopted Budget

Meeting Dates Discussion Topics
June Financial Management Plan review provided to departments

July Meeting with departments regarding needs and discussion for Council 
Workshop

August 12, 2026 Council workshops to review preliminary budget 

September 16, 2026 Council adopts maximum Tax Levy

December 2, 2026 Public Input Meeting regarding final levy and budgets for upcoming year

December 16, 2026 Council adopts final tax levies and budgets

(Published in the P atriot:  12/ 20/ 25).

Meeting Dates Discussion Topics
June Financial Management Plan review provided to departments

July Meeting with departments regarding needs and discussion for Council 
Workshop

August 12, 2026 Council workshops to review preliminary budget 

September 16, 2026 Council adopts maximum Tax Levy

December 2, 2026 Public Input Meeting regarding final levy and budgets for upcoming year

December 16, 2026 Council adopts final tax levies and budgets

T O WN  O F  B E CK E R
SH E R B U R N E  CO U N T Y , M I N N E SO T A

A D VE R T I SE ME N T  F O R  B I D S
T WO  Y E A R  G E N E R A L MA I N T E N A N CE  
CO N T R A CT O R  SE R VI CE  A G R E E ME N T

B id s w il l  b e r eceive d  u ntil  
T u esd ay , D ecem b er  23, 2025 at  6: 00 p .m .

Bids for a Two-Y ear G eneral Maintenance Contract will be re-
ceived by Becker Township until Tuesday, December 23, 2025 at 
6: 00pm. 

 The Becker Town Board will meet at 6: 00 p.m. on Tuesday, 
December 23, 2025, to consider said bids.  Y ou can attend via zoom 
for opening, review and award by the Town Board.  Z oom Meet-
ing https: / / u s0 6 web .z oom.u s/ j / 8 6 3 8 3 9 6 8 6 7 0  Meeting I D:  863 8396 
8670 Find your local number:  https: / / u s0 6 web .z oom.u s/ u / k oX Q b F I q k
I f you have any issues accessing the meeting, please call the town 
hall at 763-261-5301 and someone will be happy to assist you with 
meeting I D.

 The said bids shall be for the furnishing of equipment, labor 
and materials for general maintenance of all township roads as more 
thoroughly described in the proposed Agreement.  The agreement 
documents are available at the town website www.B eck erT wpS her-
b ur neC oM N .gov  or www.Q ue stC D N .com.  Q uest Number 9980162.  
To be considered a planholder for bids, register for a free ‘ Regu-
lar’ membership by clicking ‘ Join’. Y ou may download the digital 
documents for $5.00 by entering the Q uest Number 9980162 on the 
search page.

 Downloading the documents and becoming a plan holder is rec-
ommended as plan holder’s receive automatic notice of addenda and 
bid updates. Contact Q uestCDN Customer Support at 952-233-1632 
or Suc cess@ Q ue stC D N .com for assistance in membership registra-
tion and downloading digital documents.  Q uest Number 9980162

 Bids may be submitted to the Town Hall in a sealed envelope 
with a statement thereon indicating submission is for G eneral Main-
tenance Service Agreement for Q uest number 9980162.  Bids shall 
be addressed to:  Lucinda Messman, Town Clerk, Town of Becker, 
12165 Hancock Street, PO Box 248, Becker, Minnesota 55308.

Bids received by the Town Clerk after the time set for receiving 
bids shall be returned unopened.  The Township Board reserves the 
right to reject any and all bids or any portion thereof for any or no 
reason.

 By order of the Town Board of the Town of Becker.
/ s/  Lucinda Messman, 
Becker Township Clerk
(Published in the P atriot:  12/ 13/ 25, 12/ 20/ 25.)

T I T LE  A N D  SU MMA R Y  O F  O R D I N A N CE  2026- 01
A N  O R D I N A N CE  A ME N D I N G  T H E  

CI T Y ’ S F E E  SCH E D U LE
The City Council of the City of Clearwater, Minnesota, Counties 

of Wright and Stearns, does hereby amend the City’s fee schedule 
ordinance for 2026 effective January 1, 2026.  Shown here is a sum-
mary of the changes.

•  Modified EDA Message Board Fees to $ 10.00/ week or $ 35.00/
month.

•  Removed fees for maps and printed budget reports.
•  I ncreased utility fees by approximately 5%  for water, sewer, 

storm sewer, refuse/ recycling, and mosquito fees.
•  I ncreased WAC charges to $3,000.
•  I ncreased SAC charges to $4,000.
A complete copy of the Ordinance is available for inspection at 

the City Office, 605 County Road 75, Clearwater MN 55320, and on 
the City’s website at www.clearwatercity .com. 
/ s/  Annita M. Smythe
City Administrator
(Published in the P atriot:  12/ 20/ 25.)

P A LME R  T O WN SH I P
N O T I CE  F O R  F I LI N G

Notice is hereby given that a Town Election will be held in the Town-
ship of Palmer, Sherburne County, Minnesota Tuesday the 10th day 
of March 2026.

The first day of filing affidavits of candidacy will be Tuesday, De-
cember 30th, 2025, and the last day to file will be Tuesday, January 
13h, 2026, with a closing time of 5: 00 pm.

Filings may be made with Clerk Amy Bragelman, at the Township 
Hall, 4180 – 105th Ave, on Tuesdays between the hours of 8 a.m. to 
4 p.m., or by appointment – 612- 704-3308

The following vacancies will be filled for the terms expiring:

1 SUPERVI SOR - for the term of 3 years.

The filing fee is $2.00.

G iven under my hand on this 16th day of December, 2025

Amy Bragelman,
Palmer Township Clerk
(Published in the P atriot:  12/ 20/ 25, 12/ 27/ 25.)

Submitted Article

Trust for Public Land 
(TPL), in partnership with 
Sherburne County, is pleased 
to announce the expansion of 
the Two Inlets at Bdp +eঢika 
–  Omashkooz Z aaga’igaans 
Regional Park.

I n 2022, TPL and the 
County protected 436 acres 
of land near St. Cloud in 
Sherburne County on Big Elk 
Lake which became the new 
regional park. The current 
acquisition protects a six-acre 
inholding totally surrounded 
by the existing park ensuring 
the continued integrity of the 
park.

The land includes sites 
of cultural significance to 
the Dakota and Ojibwe peo-
ples, and TPL and Sherburne 
County are collaborating 
with Tribal Historic Preserva-
tion 2fficers from the 8pper 
Sioux Community, the Lower 
Sioux I ndian Community, 
and the Mille Lacs Band of 
Ojibwe to interpret and pro-
gram for both historical and 
contemporary I ndigenous 
connections to the site.

The landscape also spans 
a mixture of shoreline, grass-
land, forest, oak savanna and 
habitats of high biodiversity, 
making it a valuable addition 
for recreation and nature-con-
nection for nearby communi-
ties.

“This land protection 
matters on many levels,”  said 
Sophie Harris Vorhoff, Min-
nesota State Director for Trust 
for Public Land. “We’re cre-
ating a park where everyone 
can enjoy the outdoors while 
honoring the deep histories 
and enduring relationships of 
the Dakota and Ojibwe peo-
ples with this land.”

“The acquisition of this 
parcel protects additional 
cultural and natural resources 
and re�affirms our commit-
ment to collaborating with 
partnering Tribal Nations to 
develop a space that honors 
and respects history while 
educating those who enjoy 
its beauty,”  said G ary G ray, 
Sherburne County Commis-
sion Chair.

Beyond recreation and 
culture, the Two I nlets project 
addresses vital environmental 
goals. Protecting this corridor 
helps conserve shoreline and 
wetlands, supports native 
habitat restoration, and con-
tributes to greater ecosystem 
resilience in the face of devel-
opment pressures.

Funding for the acqui-
sition and protection of the 
property was provided in part 
by the G reater Minnesota Re-
gional Parks and Trails Com-
mission and the Minnesota 
DNR’s Natural and Scenic 
Area G rant Program.

A b ou t T r u st 
f or  P u b l ic Land
Trust for Public Land 

�T3/� is a national nonprofit 
that works to connect every-
one to the benefits and joys 
of the outdoors. As a leader 
in equitable access to the 
outdoors, TPL works with 
communities to create parks 
and protect public land where 
they are needed most. Since 
1972, TPL has protected 
more than 4 million acres of 
public land, created more than 
5,504 parks, trails, school-
yards, and iconic outdoor 
places, raised $ 112 billion in 
public funding for parks and 
public lands, and connected 
nearly 10 million people to 
the outdoors. To learn more, 
visit tpl.org.

TPL Expands 
at 2 Inlets in 
Sherburne 

County
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We slaughter in-house
Call to book an appointment!

FORMERLY T&R MEATS

105 PINE ST., CLEARWATER • 320-558-6390

Stop in for Prime Rib, Baby Back Ribs, Tenderloins, 
Hams, Smoked Turkey, Steak, Chops, Brats, Hot 

Dogs, Hamburgers, Chicken, Roasts & Much More!

Stop in for Prime Rib, Baby Back Ribs, Tenderloins, 

M�ry Christmas! 
�ank you f� your business!

Let us do your Holiday baking!

Baked 
Fresh
Daily!

30 Custom Flav�s of Bread
10 VARIETIES EVERY DAY NO

ADDITIVES OR PRESERVATIVES
Pastries, Sandwiches, Co�ee Cakes & More! 

Large Selection of dinner rolls & specialty breads.

Downtown Elk River

315 Jackson Ave.
— Lower Level —

M-F 6:30am-6pm, Sat 6:30am-4pm

763-441-0002

A SA P  P u mp ing  Se rvi ce

• Commercial septic Pumping
• Residential Septic Tank Pumping 
• Holding Tanks• Routine Maintenance
• Tank Compliance• Emergency Service

C a ll 
763 415 -0319

Serving Becker, Big Lake, Elk 
River and Surrounding Area

Emergency 
Service!

628 Roosevelt Rd., Suite 101
St. Cloud, MN 56301

320-774-3789

Accepting all major insurance including Medicare.

www.ea of cm.com

Having eye problems? We can help!

Specializing in:
• Cataracts

• Glaucoma

• Dry Eyes

“Dr. Gossman did an amazing job with 
my cataract surgery. I would highly 
recommend him!” 
— Mike Nehring, Cataract Surgery patient

• Diabetic Eye   

   Disease

• Macular 

   Degeneration

• Blurred Vision

• All Other Eye 

   Disorders

• Routine Eye Exams

Schedule your 
life-changing 

experience 
now!

Dr. Gossman has decades of experience & extensive training & expertise!

Dr. Mitchell 
Gossman

Dr. Melanie 
Thares

Having eye problems? We can help!
Merry Christmas & Happy New Year!

OVER 33 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE!

320-743-2479
dahlensheetmetal@frontier.com • Clear Lake, MN

www.dahlensheetmetal.com

M E R R Y  C H R I S T M A S !

320-743-2147 Located: 6 miles N of Clear Lake on Cty 6
p u ll ta b s• electr onic p u ll ta b s

Merry 
Chris�as!

From your friends 
at your favorite 

little house — 
The Palmer House!

Merry 
Chris�as!
and Happy New Year

CLEARWATER
AMERICAN LEGION

CELEBRATE WITH US 
ON NEW YEAR’S EVE!

320-558-6627
505 Pine St., Clearwater, MN
www.clearwaterlegion.org

BINGO - with additional 
prizes between games!
FREE Jukebox, 8pm-close

LIVE BAND - Saturday, 
Dec. 27th at 7pm - 
Dave Lumley and 
Lara Moline Duo

License #: 00399

FOOD & LIQUOR
Hours: Mon-Thurs 

11am-11pm, 
Fri & Sat 11am-12am. 

Sun 11am-9pm

D A I L Y  L U N C H  S P E C I A L S
Mon - Fri, 11-4pm

N I G H T L Y  D I N N E R  S P E C I A L S
Beginning at 4pm

H A P P Y  H O U R :
Mon - Fri: 3-6pm

Bingo every Wednesday at 6pm
(except Christmas eve)

Donald Joseph Kalla, age 
93, of Clearwater passed away 
peacefully after a life richly lived 
in faith, family, hard work, and 
quick-witted humor.

Donald was born 
on July 5th, 1932, 
to Peter and Re-
becca (Emmel) 
Kalla. He grew 
up during 
the great 
d e p r e s s i o n 
teaching him 
valuable les-
sons of resource-
fulness. Donald 
grew up on the family 
farm in Albany where his 
mother was a schoolteacher. He 
proudly boasts that he skipped 
the 3rd grade. After graduation, 
he served his country in the 
United States Army with honor, 
an experience that shaped his 
strong work ethic and lifelong 
sense of duty.  

On May 28th, 1960, he mar-
ried the love of his life Marlene 
Kuechle, beginning a devoted 
journey of marriage and family. 
I n May of 2025, they celebrated 
65 years of marriage. I n 1970, 
'on fulfilled a lifelong dream 
when he bought a farm in Clear-
water, MN, where he lived the 
life he loved—working the land, 
caring for his animals, and en-
joying the outdoors. He found 
great joy in farming, fishing and 
hunting, and remarkedly, he con-
tinued hunting right up to the age 
of 93.

Donald was known for his 
quick wit, sharp sense of humor, 
and infectious smile. He could 
make anyone laugh, often when 
they least expected it. Just as 
easily as he brought laughter, he 
brought solutions. Don had the 
rare ability to fi[ anything and 
could invent a creative solution 
to any problem set before him. 

He spent many years as a 
highly skilled backhoe opera-
tor for Barbarossa Construction 
Company, working on sewer and 
water systems in the five�state 
area. He was also a proud mem-
ber of the Albany Legion and the 
Local 49ers Union. He remained 
active in the Local 49ers for 66 
years, a testament to his dedica-
tion, talent, and work-ethic.

Donald was a man of deep 
faith and was an active member 

of St. Lukes Catholic Church 
where he lived out his beliefs 
through service and quiet lead-
ership. He was also a devoted 

member of the Clear-
water Lions where 

he was honored 
with the Melvin 
Jones Fellow-
ship Award for 
outs tanding 
service to the 
community.

A b o v e 
all else, Don 

deeply loved his 
children—Wayne, 

G ary, Lisa, and 
Kenny, and many grand-

children and great grandchildren. 
His family was his greatest pride, 
and he showed that love through 
a steady presence, life lessons, 
and unwavering support.

Donald will be remembered 
for his strong faith, quick humor, 
mechanical ingenuity, love of the 
outdoors, and enduring devotion 
to his family and community. 
His legacy lives on in the many 
lives he touched and the values 
he passed down.

We would like to send a 
special thanks to Dr. Scott Rahm 
and the many doctors and nurses 
at CentraCare and St. Croix Hos-
pice.

Survived by:  Marlene Kalla 
(Wife); children, Wayne (Spe-
cial Friend Kay), G ary (Special 
Friend Joann), Lisa, Kenny 
(Lila); Joanne Anastasia (Sister); 
many grandchildren and great 
grandchildren. 

Donald was proceeded in 
death by:  Parents; Peter and Re-
becca. Brothers; Delmer, Ron-
ald, Dale, G erald, and Floyd. 
Daughter-in-laws; Patricia Kalla 
(Wayne) and Lisa Kalla (G ary).  
And many brother/ sister-in-laws.

 Visitation will be held at the 
Church of St. Lukes in Clear-
water, MN on December 18th, 
2025, from 5: 00 p.m.-7: 00 p.m., 
and Friday, December 19th, 
2025, from 10: 00 a.m.-11: 00 
a.m.  Mass will be on Friday, 
December 19th, 2025, at 11 a.m.. 
Memorials can be directed to the 
Parkinson’s Foundation or Cob-
orn’s Cancer Foundation.

Donald Joseph Kalla, 93
Clearwater, MN

July 5th, 1932- December 13th, 2025

David Woolard, age 81 of 
Princeton, passed away De-
cember 12, 2025 at the Elim 
Home in Princeton.  Memo-
rial Service will be 
11: 00 a.m., Friday, 
December 19, 
2025 at the 
First Presby-
terian Church 
in  Foley.  
Rev. Beverly 
Brock will 
officiate and a 
visitation will 
be held from 
9: 30 to 11: 00 
a.m. at the church 
on Friday.  Reception to 
follow at Mr. Jim’s in Foley.  
Burial will take place at a later 
date in the St. Francis River 
Cemetery in Foley.  Service 
with Dignity provided by the 
Foley Funeral Home.  

David Lee Woolard was 
born August 3, 1944 in Princ-
eton, Minnesota to LeRoy and 
Alma (Uran) Woolard.  He at-
tended Foley High School and 
married Rose Henry in Santi-
ago, Minnesota.  David farmed 

most his life near Santiago and 
worked for Federal Cartridge 
for 40 years.  I n his younger 
years he enjoyed hunting and 

fishing.  +e also liked 
driving tractor and 

mowing lawn.  He 
drove tractor for 
G ilyard Farms 
for several 
years.  David 
loved spend-
ing time with 
his family, 
especially his 

grandchildren 
and great grand-

children.  
He is survived by 

his daughters and son; Tammy 
(Dean) Remer, Milaca; Peggy 
(Tom) G ilyard, Clear Lake and 
Wade of Princeton as well as 
12 grandchildren and 18 great 
grandchildren, brothers and 
sister, Mike, Santiago, Pat, Big 
Lake, Angela Monroe, Foley 
and special friend, Linda King 
of Foley. He was preceded 
in death by his parents, wife, 
Rose and son, Mark Woolard. 

David Woolard, 81
Princeton, MN

August 3, 1944- December 12,2025

Norman Larry Olson, age 
80 of Becker, passed away 
peacefully on Wednesday, De-
cember 3, 2025. He was born 
in Monticello on April 
4, 1945, the son of 
Ervin and Eu-
nice (Johnson) 
Olson.

N o r m 
g r a d u a t e d 
from Becker 
High School 
in 1964. He 
c o n t i n u e d 
his education 
at Dunwoody 
College, taking up 
carpentry. He was a tal-
ented and skilled carpenter and 
proud of the work he accom-
plished. I n Norm’s career, he 
built 300 houses, the last 100 
he had built by himself.

Norman married Sherry 
Knutson and later divorced. 
Norman later married G wen 
Wood and they were blessed 
with four children:  Melissa, 
Bryan, Kristina and Ariana 
who passed away at birth.

Norm’s goofy personal-
ity and lifetime of jokes will 
be missed by all. He enjoyed 
bible studies, and spend-
ing time with his family and 
friends.

He is preceded in death by 
his daughter, Ariana; mother, 
Eunice; father, Ervin; brother, 
G ordon; and brother-in-law, 

Alan Myers.
Norm is sur-

vived by his chil-
dren, Melissa 
Olson, Bryan 
Olson, Kris-
tina (Clint) 
P i e r s o n ; 
g r a n d c h i l -
dren, Romeo, 
Riley, Made-

lyn, Adrianna, 
Sophia, Eva, I vy; 

sister, Sharon; and 
many other family and 

friends.
Burial will be held Friday, 

December 19, 2025 at 9: 00 
a.m. at Snake River Cemetery 
in Becker, MN. A funeral ser-
vice will be held Friday, 20, 
2025 at 11: 00, with visitation 
beginning at 10: 00 a.m., at 
Becker Baptist Church, 11951 
Hancock Street, Becker, MN. 

Funeral arrangements 
have been entrusted to Peter-
son-G rimsmo Funeral Chapel 
of Monticello, MN. 763-295-
2918. www.peterson-grims-
mochapel.com.

Norman Larry Olson, 80
Becker, MN

April 4, 1945 – December 3, 2025

Merry 
Christmas!

763-482-6210

from 
Ma� & 

Kim

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 612/332-8844.  Thank you.

MDAN

2x4
2x8

2x2

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 12/21/2025 Central

Anyone can say they can fi x it, 
only we guarantee it...for life!

• Basement Waterproofi ng

• Foundation Repair

• Crawl Space Repair

Schedule your free inspection:
(844) 839-1112
* Certain terms and conditions apply. Ask your Foundation Specialist for details.                        Contractor ID BC807773
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Be a Patriot Page 
Sponsor! Call 

763.275.0275 to 
secure your ad

Area News

Looking to advertise in the Patriot Newspaper? 
Call 763.275.0275 tODAY!

PROUD SPONSOR
OF THE 

NEWSPAPER,
EVENTS, ACTIVITIES

AND BUSINESSES
IN OUR LOCAL

COMMUNITIES!

763-262-5850
tjpottertrucking.com

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIALRESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

C L E A R W A T E R  T A X  
& ACCOUNTING SERVICE LLC

935 Clearwater Center (next to The Kettle) • (320)558-6800
www.ClearwaterTax.net

Merry Christmas 
& Happy New Year!

14068 Bank St., becker
(ACROSS FROM SHERBURNE STATE BANK)

Hours: Sun-Thurs 11am-9pm Fri & Sat 11am-10pm

DINE IN ONLY! • MUST PRESENT 

COUPON • ONE COUPON PER VISIT

763-275-0270

 $50 or 
more!

$10 OFF$10 OFF
EXPIRES: January 2, 2026

Wishing you a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year!

763-262-2628

Mon-Fri. 8am - 6pm
N ex t to N A P A  A u to P ar ts,  Z im m er m an
w w w .al l p etsv ethosp ital .com

Y our local area veterinarians since 1993

Dr. Joel I hnen
Dr. Christina Mattson
7 6 3 - 8 5 6 - 8 3 8 7

All Pets Veterinary Hospital
and Equine Service

320-743-5838
rachel@caninecabin.com

www.caninecabin.com

BOARDI NG
G ROOMI NG
TRAI NI NG

The very best care
while you’re away

If you can provide a loving home for any of these animals, please contact the 

TRI-COUNTY HUMANE SOCIETY 
320-252-0896

www.tricountyhumanesociety.org
735 8th St. NE - P.O. Box 701 - St. Cloud, MN  56302-0701

Working with the community to find homes for needy pets

NALA
is a 4-year-old spayed German Shepherd/Rottweiler mix 
and has been described as outgoing, exuberant, loving, and 
excitable. She’s housetrained and crate trained, she knows 
“sit” and is working on “shake.” This 100-pound girl has done 
well with children (although she’s sometimes unaware of her 
size) and dogs smaller than her.

lives up to her name! This gorgeous 9-year-old black cat has 
been described as sweet and affectionate. We believe that 
Beauty would be most comfortable in a home where she is the 
only feline in the house. She has been nervous around other 
cats in the past and would like a low-key home. She is on a 
special diet for urinary health.

PUFF
is a 1-month-old mouse looking for a home, born in foster 
care - he’s easy to gently scoop up and handle, but he’s 
still at an age where he’s getting used to being social with 
humans. Ongoing gentle handling and interaction will help 
him grow into a well-rounded and sociable adult. Male adult 
mice tend to be territorial critters and do better alone.

BEAUTY

PetNet Works

Online, Telephone & 
Mobile Banking

Open 24/7

Annandale 320-274-8216 • Clearwater 320-558-2271
www.lakecentral.bank

Holiday Greetings & Best Wishes
In The New Year!

Banking • Insurance • Investments

LAKECENTRAL
BANKING • INSURANCE • INVESTMENTS

Holiday Hours:
Dec. 24 – Closed
Dec. 25 – Closed
Jan. 1 – Closed

Thank you for your business!
Merry Christmas!

Lynne Crandall
320.420.7144

Heidi Eckerman
320.493.0828

Stacey Klaphoke 
320.493.0565

Mary McGowan
320.250.7402

www.lynnecrandall.net
www.premierhomesearch.com

By Mark Kolbinger, 
Contributing Writer

When frigid weather 
forced the postponement of 
the annual Christmas cele-
bration at the Farm Friends 
Barn celebration last week-
end, volunteers had to 
Tuickly pivot and find a new 
date for the popular event. 

After careful consider-
ation and intense negotia-
tions with the North Pole, an 
opening was found in Santa 
and Mrs. Claus’ schedule 
and now the big event will 
happen on December 22 
from 5: 30 - 7: 30 p.m.

Once again, bonfires, 
refreshments, and cookies 
will be served and the barn 
will be open to display their 
awesome Christmas decora-
tions.  

The ever-popular horse 
drawn Wagon Rides by RJ 
Stables will also be fea-
tured, which is sure to de-
light the entire family.

Pictures with Santa and 
his wife are always a big hit 
at the event, which is likely 
the last chance for locals to 
see Jolly Old St. Nick be-

fore he is busy circling the 
globe with his team of rein-
deer just days later.

The event is free of 
charge and is sponsored 

by Farm Friends Barn, Ar-
nold’s Equipment, Struc-
tural Buildings, Nutrien and 
B& J Evergreen.

THE FARM FRIENDS BARN will once again host Santa and 
Mrs. Claus for their annual Christmas at the Barn celebration. 
(Submitted Photo). 

FFB plans big night Dec. 22
Submitted Article

Three men from Big 
Lake are facing felony bur-
glary charges after allegedly 
using a tunnel system to 
enter a local business office 
from a pizza restaurant.

According to criminal 
complaints filed in Sher-
burne County District Court, 
Nicholas Ashton G eisler, 
33, Carter Dewaine Jun-
tilla, 22, and Jakob Henry 
Osowski, 25, have each 
been charged via summons 
with one count of Felony 
Burglary in the 3rd Degree 
(Minn. Stat. 609.582.3(a)).

On July 29, 2025, a Big 
Lake Police I nvestigator 
was dispatched to the Big 
Lake Chamber of Com-
merce on Lake Street North 
regarding a report of suspi-
cious activity. An employee 
reported finding items 
moved around the office, 
cabinets open, and pens on 
the floor after returning from 
a weekend off.

According to the com-
plaint, the investigator dis-
covered a tunnel underneath 
the office containing vari-
ous items, including paper, 
water bottles, and portfolios. 
DNA samples were col-
lected from the scene. The 
investigator followed the 

tunnel east to an old school 
building, where officers 
found spray paint on walls, 
broken interior windows, 
and refuse including soda 
bottles and alcohol cans.

Law enforcement lo-
cated an additional entry 
into the tunnel system 
originating from the Pizza 
)actory. 2fficers identified 
three Pizza Factory em-
ployees—Juntilla, G eisler, 
and Osowski—who had 
allegedly been in the restau-
rant after hours.

During an interview, 
Juntilla allegedly admit-
ted that the group had been 
drinking at a bar before re-
turning to the Pizza Factory 
to “hang out.”  The com-
plaint states the group de-
cided to explore the tunnels, 
eventually finding a hatch 
that opened into the office 
room.

G eisler allegedly told 
investigators he opened a re-
frigerator in the office to get 
more light and took water 
bottles. The men allegedly 
admitted to drinking Miller 
Lite during the incident.

All three defendants 
have been charged via sum-
mons.

3 adult Big Lakers 
facing burglary charges

Submitted Article

This year, over 185 Benton County 
4-H volunteers, gave an incredible 7,400 
hours of service. 

“That’s equivalent to almost four full-
time employees working year-round to 
create opportunities for our youth.”  said 
Ann Olson, Benton County 4-H Extension 
Educator. 

Her remarks came at the 66th Annual 
Benton County 4-H Adult Volunteer Lead-
er’s Banquet, held last Sunday at Jack &  
Jim’s in Duelm. 

The event marked the end of the 4-H 
year and included an appreciation dinner 
and awards program for their 4-H adult 
volunteers and leaders. Over 100 adult 
volunteers, leaders, and special guests at-
tended and enjoyed a delicious dinner. The 
theme for the evening was “Lighting the 
Way - the volunteers guiding, mentoring 
and inspire the youth.”

Some of the special guests included 
Benton County Commissioner Scott John-
son, Commissioner Pam Benoit, U of MN 
Extension, Regional Director, Lori Vicich, 
Associate Dean &  MN 4-H State Director 
Jennifer Skuza, Benton County Extension 
Committee members Cheryl Scapanski and 
Angie Arnold.

After dinner University of Minnesota 
Associate Dean and MN 4-H State Director 
Jennifer Skuza, took a moment to say a few 
words. 6he had written a poem, specifically 
scribed for the group of Benton County 
4-H volunteers. 

Next to the podium was Juanita Bea-
champ, 4-H Adult Volunteer, who shared, 
“Lead by Light, Serve with Purpose.”  

Recognition pins signifying the num-
bers of years in volunteering/ leadership 
roles, were presented by Olson and Benton 
County Extension Support Staff, Megan 
G erads. F ir st- y ear  r ecip ients included:  
Nicole Ackerman, Nicholas J Dahler, 

Sarah J Dahler, Kyle Hackett, Eden Kee-
gan, Jake Keegan, Marizza Lenz, Clint 
Mielke, Jen Pekarek, Brady Roberts, 
and Sarah Tasa. Not in attendance:  Cal-
lie Czech, Brooke G oertz, Kaylee Jurek 
(Pyka); Kayla Kasella, Anthony Lyon, and 
Emily Schreindl.   

F ive  Y ear s r ecip ients:  Teresa Ferkin-
hoff, and Ann Barringer.   

10- ye ar  r ecip ients:  Tasha Ackerman, 
Angie Arnold, Josh Kirchenbauer, Marcy 
Reding, and Tristan Reding. Not in atten-
dance:  Mitch Ackerman, Brent Betker, 
Kelly Nelson, and Shannon Nelson.   

20- ye ar  r ecip ient:  Bev Mendel.   
25- ye ar  r ecip ients:  Tracy Hunt, (Not 

in attendance) Natalie Schmitt.   
4 0 - y ear  r ecip ient:  Karen &  Larry 

Sakry.
The “4-H Pioneer Award”  was pre-

sented to John and Barb Bemboom.  
The “Leader Achievement Award”  

was presented to Cindy Vannurden. 

The “Friend of 4-H Award”  was pre-
sented to Marck Koch. 

The “Outstanding Service Award”  was 
presented to Michael Schlough. 

The “M &  M Award –  Mentorship &  
Motivation Award”  was presented to Brady 
Roberts. 

A d d itional  aw ar d s giv en in 2 0 2 5  
w er e the f ol l ow ing:

The “Leader Achievement Award”  
was presented to Kayla Kasella.  

The “Honorary 4-H Member”  was pre-
sented to Dan Z ieglar.

 As the night was concluding, Olson 
shared the following.

“Exciting news — 2026 will feature a 
Patriot theme as America nears its 250th 
birthday,”  she said. “And in 2027, Benton 
County 4-H turns 100 years old!  We’re 
already planning a big Centennial Cele-
bration and want you to be part of it. Let’s 
make it unforgettable! ”

66TH annual BentonCounty 4-H Adult Volunteer Banquet

Merry
Chris�as

and Happy New Year!

“But the angel said to them, ‘Do 
not be afraid. I bring you good news 
that will cause great joy f� all the 
people. Today in the city of David a 
Savi� has been b�n to you; he is the 
Messiah, the L�d.’”
— Luke 2:10-11

Merry
Chris�as

and Happy 

New Year!

“But the angel said to them, ‘Do 
not be afraid. I bring you good news 
that will cause great joy f� all the 
people. Today in the city of David a 
Savi� has been b�n to you; he is the 
Messiah, the L�d.’”
— Luke 2:10-11
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7988 Front St. • Clear Lake 320.743.4638 
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13374 US-10 • Elk River 763.441.7077 
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$ 2 
off

any 20# propane

$ 3 
off

any 30# propane
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$5 CAR 
WASHES

O N  M I N N O C O  M O N D A Y S  
( N ex t 3 mond a y s) !  A N Y  C A R  
W A S H  F O R  J U S T  $ 5  D ec. 22 &  

29 ,  2025  &  J a n. 5 ,  2026!
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Merry Christmas!

Ra lp h ie’ SRa lp h ie’ S

THANK YOU
for your business in 2025...

We sell sweet pea’s pies and now 
carry The Butchery’s sausages!

$5 CAR 

carry The Butchery’s sausages!

THANK
YOU!

5th Annual 
EMS Stuff the Ambulance 
Toy Drive

CentraCare – Monticello EMS extends its appreciation 
to the community and business partners for making this 
year’s toy drive a success. 
With strong community support, the event collected more than 2000 
toys and $2882.35 to help families in our communities.  

A special thanks is extended to the $200+ and in-kind sponsors:

• American Legion Monticello Unit 260
• Best Western Chelsea Inn & Suites
• EC Silver Star, Inc. 
• Liberty Paper
• Mills Fleet Farm
• Monticello Lions Club
• Nick Marchuk
• Von Hanson’s Meats 
• Von Hanson’s Snacks, Inc. 
• RD Employee Benefits Plus, Inc.

Thank you
 for making 

this a special 
holiday for 

local children!

By Maria Moore, 
Contributing Writer

The Becker/ Big Lake 
Hockey team took on Princ-
eton Dec. 11  and beat them 
for the first time with a final 
score of 4�0. 

The goals were scored 
by 5aymond Clark �one 
goal�, Tate 6pilde �two 

goals�, and (than *rafnit] 
�one goal�. $ssists came 
from 2wen =ahler, Clark, 
6pilde, /ucas +ancock, and 
Tanner )elton. 

Vs. P r air ie Centr e
The (agles competed 

against 3rairie Centre the 
ne[t day, 'ec. 1�  and won 
easily by a score of ���. 

The goals were scored 

by =ahler �two goals�, 
Clark �two goals�, 6pilde 
�one goal�, Jack 6chwart] 
�one goal�, and Brant 
5usin �one goal�. $ssists 
came from 5usin, =ahler, 
Clark, 6pilde, *rafnit], and 
+ayden .ipka.

THE BECKER/BIG LAKE EAGLES hockey team celebrates after beating the Princeton Tigers 
4-0 for the first time in Eagles history. (Submitted Photo).

BBL Eagles are on fire

By Ken Francis, 
Contributing Writer

T h e  6 h e r b u r n e 
County Board Tuesday 
approved the �0�� bud-
get at �1��,���,��4 and 
set the levy in the amount 
of ���,�4�,���. This rep-
resents a �.4�� increase 
from the �0�� levy.

$dministrator Bruce 
Messelt said the budget and 
levey were developed over 
the past several months 
through staff meetings, 
board workshops and pub-
lic input. County staff have 
been working diligently to 
analy]e revenues and e[-
penditures, seeking to ac-
commodate growth  as well 
as services.

+e said a significant 
amount of the budget, 
nearly ��00,00, is due to 
cost shifts from the state to 
the county. That amounts to 
about 1.4� of the increase. 
The state has also deferred 
another �1.� million in cost 
shifts into future years.

The county is also 
being asked to absorb an 
additional ��.� million in 
cost shifts from the state 
and �1.4 million in cost 
shifts from the )ederal 
*overnment for �0��.

“Taken together, this 
alone will raise the local 
property ta[ levy by an ad-
ditional �.��,” he said.

The impact of the in-
crease eTuates to an in-
crease of ��.�� per month 
on a �400,000 residential 
homesteaded property in 
6herburne County.

The board also ap-
proved the 5egional 5ail 
$uthority levy at ]ero dol-
lars.

The ta[ levy accounts 
for 4�� of the overall 
budget. The board also ap-
proved the �0�� non�lev-
ied budget with increases 
and decreases as follows 
'itch Inspector �1�,��� 
to �14,000� /aw /ibrary 
�1�0,�1� to �110,���� 
6olid Waste �4,0��,��� 
to �4,���,0��� Jail Com-
missary  �1,���,�00 
to �1,�1�,�00� (nter-
prise )und� )ederal 
3rison ��1,���,��4 to 
���,4��,�0�.

Sal ar ies
$fter a 10�minute dis-

cussion, the board approved 
a 1.�� salary increase for 
�0�� for the commission-
ers. (ach Commissioner 
weighed in on possible 
increases. Commissioner 
*regg )elber first sug-
gested a three percent raise, 
based mainly on the amount 
of mileage reTuired.

Commissioner $n-
drew +ulse felt the county 
board should set an e[am-
ple because of the big levy 
increase.

“I don¶t mind a small 
cost of living allowance,” 
he said. “I think it should 
be the lowest in the county, 
somewhere between ]ero 
and two percent.”

Commissioners *ary 
*ray and 5aeanne 'an-
ielowski each said they 
were looking more for no 
increase.

$fter a failed motion 
at two percent, the board 
voted, ��� for a 1.�� in-
crease. Commissioners 
*ray and 'anielowski 
voted against.

The �0�� commission-
ers salary is set at ���,���.

P ar ks A gr eem ent
The board approved an 

amendment to the Memo-
randum of 8nderstanding 
�M28� between 6herburne 
Co. 3arks and the Minne-
sota /and Trust for habitat 
restoration and enhance-
ment work on protected 
park land.

In �0��, the County 
Board approved entering 
into an M28 with the Min-
nesota /and Trust �M/T� 
to conduct habitat enhance-
ment and restoration on 
protected lands within the 
6herburne County 3ark 
6ystem. The $mendment  
e[tends the original work 
plan of the M28 to include 
added project scope, not to 
e[ceed ��0�,000.

O ther  B u siness
In other actions the 

board:
� $pproved the (agle 

/ake Improvement 'is-
trict¶s �(/I'� annual re-
port�

� $ppointed Cindy 
*raham to the *reat 5iver 
5egional /ibrary Board of 
Trustees for a term of three 
years from Jan. 1, �0��, 
through 'ec. �1, �0���

� $pproved a contract 
e[tension  with Minnesota 
Monitoring to provide elec-
tronic monitoring eTuip-
ment and services for 
court�ordered juvenile and 
adult offenders.

� $pproved a profes-
sional services agreement 
for �0�� with Ms. 6teph-
anie Bruss to complete 
court�ordered evaluations 
for juvenile clients at �1�� 
per hour for court testimony 
plus evaluation fees�

� $pproved a solid 
waste license for  2TI, Inc. 
in (lk 5iver for the renewal 
of a <ard Waste Compost 
)acility for a five�year term 
ending 'ec. �1, �0�0

� $pproved a modified 
and renewal solid waste li-
cense to Northern Metals 
5ecycling, //C in Becker 
for continued operations of 
a 3rocessing )acility with 
a five�year term, ending on 
'ec. �1, �0�0. The modifi-
cation includes the addition 
of a Community 5ecycling 
Center�

� $pproved the final 
payment of �1�,4�4.0� to  
6ir /ines�$�/ot, //C for 
�0�� 3avement Markings. 
)inal contract amount is 
��1�,��1.���

� $pproved an agree-
ment with the City of 
Becker for Cross�Country 
6ki Trail *rooming. The 
agreement specifies groom-
ing services provided by the 
county to be compensated 
by the city in the amount 
of ��� per hour. The ma[-
imum fee for services per 
year is capped at ��,�00.

� $ppointed Butch 
+ass �primary� and /ila 
6pencer �alternate� as /i-
vonia Twp. representatives 
to the 3lanning $dvisory 
Commission from Jan. 
�0�� to 'ec. �0���

� $pproved the 3relim-
inary and )inal 6imple 3lat 
of “)un )arm,” consisting 
of one lot on an �.0� acre 
lot of ��.�4 total acres on 
��th 6treet 6( in 6antiago 
Twp.

County levy increasing 6.49% in 2026

By Don Bellach, 
Contributing Writer

With all members of 
the Big /ake City Coun-
cil present Wed., 'ec. 10, 
the final �0�� 3roperty 
Ta[ /evy was approved. 
)inance 'irector 'eb We-
geleben presented a break-
down of the levy totaling 
��,�11,4��, an increase of 
�.���.

The levy was voted on 
in four separate resolutions. 
Council Member .en +al-
vorson was the only council 
member to vote no on the 
first three measures to ap-
prove the final levy for the 
city of Big Lake and the Big 
/ake (conomic 'evelop-
ment $uthority �B/('$�, 
and a resolution to approve 
all city budgets, the city 
pay plan, and job descrip-
tions.  $ motion to approve 
the Joint )ire 3rotection 
$greement �J3$� Budget 
and pay plan was passed 
unanimously.

B ig Lake F ood  Shel f
Big /ake )ood 6helf 

3resident Tom 3ietr]ak 
spoke during 2pen )orum. 
He began by thanking the 
city for its partnership, the 
food shelf has been in the 
city office building since 
March 1��� and then con-
tinued to ask for the city¶s 
assistance in relocating. 
The food shelf has received 
notice from the city to va-
cate its current location by 
May 1, �0��, due to the 
planned City +all reloca-
tion project.

3ietr]ak cited the 
growing need within the 
community. 

“We now serve over 
1,000 families each month, 
plus an additional ��0 fam-

ilies monthly through mass 
distributions. The scope of 
our work is significant� In 
�0�4 alone, we distributed 
an astounding ���,000 
pounds of food to our 
neighbors in need.”

+e concluded by ask-
ing for continued support 
from the city. 

“We want to find a 
sustainable, long�term op-
tion to continue this vital 
service. We would greatly 
appreciate the opportunity 
to learn more about how we 
can move forward with e[-
ploring the ��0 Minnesota 
$ve. property, or any other 
viable city options.”

N otes
Jake *erou[ and $lan 

+eidemann were appointed 
to the Big /ake 3lanning 
Commission with a ��1�1 
vote. +alvorson voted nay 
and Council Member *er-
ou[ abstained.

$ public hearing was 
held prior to the council¶s 
adoption of the �0�� City 
)ee 6chedule.

Within the consent 
agenda, three items stood 

out. Megan Weber and 
.ameron +anson were 
appointed to the Big /ake 
3arks $dvisory Committee 
with terms e[piring 'ec. 
�1, �0��.

The replacement of 
B/)' *rass Truck �1� 
was approved. The new 
vehicle has a price tag of 
��4,���.�1. The cost will 
be split between the city 
and Big /ake Township.

/astly, the city recog-
ni]ed the service of 'ustin 
Wiebold. Wiebold was 
initially appointed to the 
3lanning Commission in 
6eptember �0�� and has 
served as 3lanning Com-
missioner in the years since.

BLFS PRESIDENT TOM 
PIETRZAK addresses the 
council. (Patriot photo by 
Don Bellach)

Final levies announced for Big Lake

Due to the Christmas 
and New Year’s Holidays  
the next two weeks, the 

Patriot will need  
all legal and 
advertising 
submissions 

to be in our office  
     by 11 a.m. 
Tues., Dec. 23 

and Dec. 30

Early 
Deadline!

Thank you!Thank you!
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State Representative
Shane Mekeland

State Senator
Andrew Mathews

Paid for by 
Sen. Andrew Mathews, PO Box 193, Princeton, MN 55371

Paid for by Rep. Shane Mekeland, PO Box 176, Becker, MN 55308

From our 
families to yours 

From our 
families to yours 

Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year!

24
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EVE DINNER

Serving turkey, mashed potatoes & gravy, stu�ng and corn. If you would like to bring a store-bought dessert 
to share, please feel free to do so. �ank you to the Becker American Legion for hosting, Shane Rademacher 

from Bill’s Family Foods for their help in providing the food. 
Free will donations accepted.

Merry Christmas 
& Happy New Year!

24/7 Emergency Service
Fire Damage - Water Damage - Storm Damage

320-743-3440 • Clear Lake, MN 55319
www.royalrenovations.net

We look forward to serving you in the new year!

320-558-2061
905 Hwy. 24 
Clearwater

Have a Merry 
Christmas & 

Happy New Year 
from

By Ken Francis, 
Contributing Writer

The Big Lake wrestling 
team finished seventh of 10 
teams at the Crimson Invi-
tational in Maple *rove last 
6aturday.

)ive +ornets finished 
in the top five spots in their 
respective weight classes.

/iam Mayer was the 
individual champion at 1�� 
pounds. The junior opened 
by pinning Brandon Jack-
son of 6t. 3aul +ighland 
at ��01. +e pinned Ben-
nett Topeff of Blaine at 
3: 46, then beat Nathaniel 
/i of (agan 11��. +e beat 
6hawn +enderson of Cam-
bridge�Isanti, 1��� in the 
championship match to 
take the title.

(li 6challer placed 
second at 1�1 pounds. The 
junior pinned 6eth Mayer 
of 6auk Centre�Melrose 
at 0��4 in his first match. 
+e beat /incoln 5udek of 
Maple *rove 10��, then 
lost to Brady +untley of 
Cambridge�Isanti, 1��� in 
the championship match.

Jaylen 5and was third 
at 1�� pounds.  The fresh-
man pinned Westin Brecke 
of (agan at ��40 in his 
opening match. +e lost by 
pin to 3ierce Wegleitner of 
Blaine in his ne[t match, 
but came back to pin /ucas 
/eisering of 6outh 6t. 3aul 
at ���� in his final match.

+ank .uchera took 
fourth ��� pounds. The 
senior opened by pinning 
.alen 6trand�Chrys of 

(agan at 0�41. +e lost by 
pin to 'arnell Watkins of 
(agan at ���4, then lost 
��� to Brandon )inley of 
Champlin 3ark in his last 
match.

Junior *rant 9olk took 
fifth at 1�� pounds. $fter 
a bye, he lost to 6uhaad 
6alim of Blaine, 11�0, then 
beat $ren Matascastillo of 
6t. 3aul +ighland by tech 
fall, 1��0 in his final match.

/ast Thursday the +or-
nets lost a dual meet to 6t. 
)rancis, 4����. Big /ake 
won five matches in the 
meet.

$t 1�1, (lijah 6challer 
beat /andon Borgen, 1��10.

$t 1��, *rant 9olk 
pinned Johnathan Barth at 
0��4.

$t 1��, /iam Mayer 
beat Jude <ahnke, 1���.

$t �1�, $ustin )red-
erickson pinned $braham 
James at 1���.     

$t ���, +ank .uchera 
pinned 5yon )orman at 
1�1�.

The +ornets are not 
scheduled to compete in 
any meets until Jan. �.

Hornet wrestlers 7th at 
Crimson Invitational

By Maria Moore, 
Contributing Writer

Becker gymnastics 
competed in their confer-
ence opener, along with 
celebrating 3arents¶ Night 
recently. 

The girls have been 
doing e[ceptionally well, 
being confident and keep-
ing their composure. The 
meet against 3rinceton in 
the conference opener went 
great, with Becker taking 
first place with a score of 
14�.�� and 3rinceton tak-
ing second with a score of 
1��.���. 

Vau l t results in-
cluded Maggie *raning 
� first place ��.��, second 
place � .arli .irk ��.���, 
third place � $lyse 'enne 

��.1���, fourth place � Bri-
elle .uschel ��.0�, and fifth 
place � Chloe 6pear ��.��. 

B ar  results included 
first place � .irk ��.1�, sec-
ond place � *raning 
��.��, third place 
� 'enne ��.���, 
and fourth 
place � .us-
chel ��.���. 

B e a m
r e s u l t s 
i nc luded 
first place 
� 'enne 
� � . � � � , 
s e c o n d 
place � .irk 
��.���, third 
place � .us-
chel ��.1���, 
fourth place � 6a-
brina Jensen ��.��, 
and fifth place � *raning 

��.1��. 
F l oo r  results in-

cluded first place � *ran-
ing ��.��, second place 

� 'enne ��.1��, third place 
� 6pear ��.���, and fourth 
place � /illian Bonsante 
��.���. 

A l l - ar ou nd  results in-
cluded first place � 'enne 
���.����, second place � 
*raning ���.4��, and third 
place � .irk ���.1�. 

2n a sad note, vet-
eran senior all�arounder 
.arli .irk suffered 
a season�ending in-
jury at the end of the 
meet. The team has 
been there to support 
her and is regrouping 
to head into the rest of 

their season. 
2n 'ec. �0, they 

travel to 6t. Cloud Tech 
to take on conference foe 
Cambridge�Isanti as well 
as 6t. Cloud Crush.

Becker gymnastics beat Princeton in conference opener

By Bill Morgan, 
Editor

The Big /ake +ornet 
boys basketball team im-
proved to ��1 with a road 
win over North Branch last 
)riday night.

The final score was Big 
/ake ��, North Branch ��.

Will Newland led the 
offense with �� points in-
cluding seven three�point-
ers. Trevor 6tukenholt] 

tallied 1� as the +ornets 
ran off to a 4���� lead by 
halftime.

2ther scorers for the 
+ornets were� /ane 3ettis 
with 1�, (ddie 5einert with 
1�, /eroy +amrin with 11, 
Maurice <ekeku with four, 
Carter *erlach with two,  
Caelin McConville with 
two and 'anny 5ot] with 
two.

Vs. Chisago Lakes
In a game versus Chis-

ago /akes, the +ornets 
captaured another big win, 
this time it was Judd /ay-
ton scoring 1� pints to lead 
the +ornets to a �1��� win 
Monday night.

$lso scoring in double 
digits were� /eroy +am-
erin �1�� and (ddie reinnert 
�14�.

Hornet boys trounce 
North Branch by 20+

Early Deadline!
Due to the Christmas and New Year’s 

Holidays  the next two weeks, the 
Patriot will need  all legal and 

advertising submissions 
to be in our office  by 11 a.m. 

Tues., Dec. 23 
and Dec. 30

Thank you!Thank you!
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Merry Christmas
AND HAPPY NEW YEARAANNDD HHAAAAPPPP
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Get Festive 
with a dazzling 

new look

14273 Bank St, Becker
763-262-7726

Salons independently owned and operated. ©2025 Fantastic Sams Franchise Corporation

763-241-7900
AUTO • HOME • HEALTH • BUSINESS • WORK 

COMP • BONDS • COMMERCIAL
www.northcentralinsurance.com

Merry Christmas!

Dental care for 
the entire family

Our dentists offer the 
utmost care to moms, 
dads and kids of all ages.

16991 198th Ave NW
Big Lake  |  763-263-6350

Happy Holidays!

parkdental.com

Schedule an 
appointment today!

It has been a pleasure to serve you this past 
year and we look forward to serving you in 

2026. Thank you for your patronage!

Last minute gift 
ideas can 

still be found here!

Merry Christmas!

13350 1st St, Becker, MN • 763-261-4464
(Next to Becker Furniture World)

M-F 8am - 7pm  •   Sat 8am - 5pm  •   Sun 10am - 3pmM-F 8am - 7pm  •   Sat 8am - 5pm  •   Sun 10am - 3pm
Becker

Holiday Hours
Dec. 24: 8am-2pm Dec. 25: Closed 
Dec. 31: 8am-2pm Jan. 1: Closed

Wishing everyone a 
Merry Christmas and 

Happy New Year!
13000 Sherburne Ave

763-262-5850
tjpottertrucking.com

www.glmdisplays • 888-743-4564    

Merry Christmas 
& Happy New Year!

Wishing you a 
Merry Christmas & 
a Happy New Year!

763-261-4201 • www.steilins.com

oldnational.com

Happy Holidays from your friends at

Big Lake 19943 County Rd 43 NW  |  763-262-3661

763-262-7645

Wishing everyone a Merry Christmas 
and Happy New Year!

Êisīing ƌīe BecŅer commƓniƌǛ ǂ 
nerrǛ !īrisƌmaǖ anǅ ǂ īeaŉƌīǛ anǅ 
ŸrȅŸeroƓǖ peƮ Ðearϩ 

RtЇǖ an īonor ƌǔ serve 
aǖ ƴoƓr naƴorϬ
Ϻ narǐ anǅ deŉŉǛ doŉþinĢer

The Best Gift

williamsdingmann.com

Scan me for Gift Giving

By Mark Kolbinger, 
Contributing Writer

The Becker boys bas-
ketball team picked up a pair 
of wins last week in the M8 
Conference, defeating Chi-
cago Lakes 71-51 Thursday 
evening on the road, before 
downing St. Francis 78-70 on 
Friday evening.

Vs. Chisago Lakes
Against Chicago Lakes, 

three Bulldogs were in double 
figures scoring, led by Isiah 
Boyer’s 31 points, while the 
team’s defense was suffocat-
ing.

Junior guard Isiah Boyer 
delivered a standout perfor-
mance, leading all scorers 
with 31 points while adding 
five assists, three rebounds, 
and a game-high six steals.

Head Coach Cory Nuest 
said at halftime, the Bulldogs 
made a conscious adjustment 
to create space and emphasize 
attacking advantages.

“Fun to see our players’ 
unselfishness,” Nuest added. 
“At halftime, the players’ 
halftime discussion was cen-
tered around giving Isiah 
space and opportunities to 
attack.”

Bryce Paumen added 16 
points and seven rebounds, 
while Nathan Weiss chipped 
in 10 points, five rebounds, 
and six assists.

Other Becker stats in-
cluded Troy Nuest with six 
points, five boards, four as-
sists and three steals, while 
Nolan Burau had six re-
bounds and Saul Kreft was 
physical inside with fivere-
bounds.

Vs. Saints
Friday night, the Bull-

dogs had their toughest test of 
the season and had to play a 
total team effort to knock off 
the Saints.

St. Francis came out ag-
gressive and physical, scoring 
41 points in the first half and 
controlling the offensive glass 
with 10 offensive rebounds 
before the break.

“Our goal is to hold 
teams under 60 points and 
less than five offensive re-
bounds,” Nuest said. “Credit 
to St. Francis — they came 
out more aggressive than us 
in the first half.”

However, Becker re-
mained composed and fo-
cused on responding rather 
than reacting.

Offensively, Becker re-
corded a season-high 27 as-
sists.

Bryce Paumen delivered 
a dominant performance, fin-
ishing with 28 points and 17 
rebounds while competing at 
an elite level on both ends of 
the floor.

Boyer added 24 points 
and added six assists, while 
playing lockdown defense in 
the second half.

Nathan Weiss finished 
with 12 points, seven assists, 
and four rebounds, while 
Troy Nuest added 10 points, 
four assists, four rebounds.

On the glass, seniors 
Saul Kreft and Nolan Burau 
played a major role, each 
pulling down nine rebounds 
and providing physicality, 
toughness, and extra posses-
sions.

Bulldog boys win 2 in M8

By Maria Moore, 
Contributing Writer

The Becker dance team traveled 
to a large competitive invitational at 
Eastview High School last Saturday. 
This was the first time that top state 
contenders went head-to-head in a 
mini-state tournament at the begin-
ning of the season. 

Becker performed well with Jazz 
taking seventh place and Kick taking 
eighth place. They fell right behind St. 
Francis, who they hope to beat at the 
Conference Championship Meet in 
North Branch. 

The girls have been working re-
ally hard this season with the hopes 
that they can secure a trip to state after 
they compete in the section tourna-

ment  January 31. A spotlight shines 
on Varsity Jazz after they were invited 
for the first time to perform at The 
University of Mankato Dance Team’s 
send-off for nationals. 

“We’re honored to be recognized 
as good enough to perform there,” 
said Head Coach Nadia Fischer-Dan-
zeisen.

THE BECKER 
2025-26 DANCE 
TEAM after taking 
seventh in Jazz 
and eighth in Kick 
at the Eastview 
High School Invita-
tional. (Submitted 
Photo).

Becker dance competes at Eastview By Mark Kolbinger, 
Contributing Writer

A huge second half per-
formance from the Becker 
girls basketball team gave 
the Bulldogs a 70-60 win 
over St. Francis last Friday.

The Saints had a blis-
tering first half, racing to a 
37-29 lead behind balanced 
scoring a high energy de-
fense.  But the Bulldog 
youngsters were not de-
terred, as they poured in 
41 points after intermission 
claim the M8 win.

Adele Changamire 
scored 19 points (eight re-
bounds and five assists) 
for the Bulldogs and sister 
Andie put in 21 points, 15 
in the second half.  Rowan 
Hausmann added seven re-
bounds for the Bulldogs.

But perhaps the big-
gest statement came from 
Becker eighth grader Alyse 
Denne, who led all scor-
ers with 25 points, as she 
rained in five threes from 
deep territory and also went 

a perfect six-for-six from 
the free throw line.

With three scorers in 
the high double figures, the 
Bulldogs proved to be too 
much to handle for the vet-
eran Saints squad.

Vs. Magic
Tuesday night, Becker 

took a nice halftime lead 
against the Monticello 
Magic, 32-24, before fall-
ing 54-50 down the stretch.  
The Bulldogs held the 
Magic to just eight field 
goals in the first half be-
fore the Class AAAA team 
found its offensive rhythm 
after the intermission.

Andie Changamire had 
26 points to pace the Bull-
dogs, as she was the lone 
Becker player in double 
figures.

Becker hit seven three 
pointers in the game, while 
Monticello had just three; 
however, the Magic en-
joyed a big advantage at the 
free throw line, hitting 15 
of 21 shots to the Bulldogs’ 
four-for-six performance.

Bulldog girls down Saints

By Maria Moore, 
Contributing Writer

The first season opener that Becker wrestling com-
peted in, they lost in a very close dual against Foley, 33-29. 

Last week, Becker hosted and came back by winning 
all three duals against Rocori, Pierz, and Chisago Lakes. 

The biggest win was over Pierz, who is currently 
ranked #8 in the state. 

They will continue competing this Thursday in St. 
Francis and then head on up to Pequot Lakes Friday and 
Saturday to wrestle in a 34-team tournament.

Becker Wrestling 
Sits at 3-1

CentraCare.com

Best wishes
for a safe and

healthy season!

ment  January 31. A spotlight shines 
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bounds and five assists) 




