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Deadlines
NEWS DEADLINES

With the newspaper wrap up 
occurring Wednesday evening, all 
news items submitted to run that 
Saturday must reach our office by 

Wednesday morning by 11 a.m.

SPORTS DEADLINES
Coaches and assistants are 

expected to contact our sports 
writers by Wednesday morning, 
11 a.m. at the latest to have their 

information included in that 
week’s publication.

CLASSIFIEDS DEADLINES
Information for classifieds need to 
be submitted to our staff by noon 
Wednesday to be included in that 

week’s publication of the PATRIOT.
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reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com
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or email Mary, Carol @ 
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We are now 
in Palmer!

THAT’S A WHOPPER! Ryan 
Hubbard, Becker, was pleased 
with the huge crappie he reeled 
in recently on Lake of the Woods.
(Submitted photo.)
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Inside
BIG LAKE

Big Lake Twp. approved a variance 
request for Hope Stables. See the 

story on page 2.

BECKER
Fraud calls are pouring into 

Sheriff’s Dept. and the county is 
warning its residents. Read about 

it in the Becker Twp. article on 
page 4. 

CLEAR LAKE AREA
Palmer Twp. updated residents on 
its high water ordinance at their 
most recent board meeting. See 

the story on page 4. 

PICK UP A COPY 
OF THE PATRIOT AT 

THE FOLLOWING 
LOCATIONS:
CLEARWATER: 

Coborn’s; 
SANTIAGO: 

General Store;
PALMER: 

General Store;  
BECKER: 

Food Pride, 
BIG LAKE: 
Coborn’s;

PATRIOT office

By Bill Morgan
Editor/Staff Writer
Reporter.Bill@PatriotNewsMN.com

Ready for Halloween?
If one is looking to 

make the most of the Hal-
loween weekend, the Pa-
triot has put together an 
article showcasing some 
of the fun things occurring 
in the next week or so in 
your communities!

Big Lake Area
The Big Lake 

Chamber is hosting 
their annual Hallow-
een Photo Scavenger 
Hunt on Sat., Oct. 30 
from noon to 3 p.m. at 
locations throughout Big 
Lake. Guests are asked to 
come out for the scaven-
ger hunt in costume and 
try and match clues with 
a list of Chamber mem-

bers published on the 
Chamber website (www.
biglakechamber.com) or 
their Chamber F a c e -
book page. 

Snap a photo of 
your group at each 

member’s location and 
email the photos to info@
biglakechamber.com that 

same afternoon or evening 
to win a great prize such as 
a $25 Visa Card!

Prizes will also be 
awarded for most members 
visited and most creative 

costumes!
The Big Lake 
Lions will 

be “Stir-
rin’ Up a 
Witch’s 
B r e w ” 
at Lions 
Park on 

Fri., Oct. 
29 from 4 
to 7 p.m. 

Guests will be 
gathering outside for 

some hot witch’s brew 
(soup) and s’mores will be 
served around the fire pit. 
There will also be games 
to play and a contest for 
the best costume will win 

a prize.
The Big Lake Women 

of Today organization will 
be holding their annual 
Spooktacular Haunted 
Trail located in Big Lake 
(follow signs). This is a 
volunteer-run event that is 
guaranteed to scare one’s 
socks off!! Come one, 
come all to spooktacular!

The trail will be open 
this Friday and Saturday 
from 7:30 p.m. -10:30 p.m.

Ticket prices are $10 
per person; $5 for kids 10 
years old and younger and 
seniors; $1 off with food 
shelf item; $1 off for mil-
itary and emergency per-
sonnel with valid ID; $5 
for each additional walk 
through the same night.

Family/Kids day is this 
Saturday from 12 p.m. - 3 
p.m.

(Family/Kids day is 
a non-scary trick or treat 
through the woods with 
games and fun for the 
young! Family Day is a free 
event, though they ask for 
donations).

Becker Area
Becker Baptist Church 

is holding their annual 
Trunk-or-Treat event 
in the parking lot of the 
church Oct. 31 from 3 - 5 
p.m. Come enjoy this free, 
fun, and safe event for all 
ages. BBC will have cars 
decorated in their parking 
lot handing out candy and 
candy alternatives.

All children must be 
accompanied by an adult. 
Event may be moved inside 
due to inclement weather. 
While the church’s goal 

Lots to do for Halloween!

By Mary Nehring, 
Contributing Writer

A large crowd 
was on hand on a 
pleasant fall day 
Friday, October 8th 
for the final Becker 
Farmers’ Market of 
the season. People 
enjoyed browsing 
the many vendor 
booths and were 
able to purchase 
locally grown pro-
duce, farm fresh 
eggs, jams, pickles, 
savory salsas, fresh 
baked breads and 
goodies, soaps and 
much more.  

Becker Farmers’ Market ends for season

LINDA ELLIS (Ellis Bakery) sold 
her delicious baked goods, which are 
famous in the Becker area. (Photo by 
Mary Nehring.)

A CROWD OF PEOPLE set up chairs and enjoyed listening to the old time band consisting of members Richard Eckman 
(steel guitar), Kittie Fenlason (keyboard), Travis Kent (accordion) and Don Swendsrud (electric guitar). (Photo by Mary Neh-
ring.)

By Katherine Cantin,
Staff Writer
Reporter.Katie@PatriotNewsMN.com

During Tuesday’s 
meeting, the Becker City 
council agreed to several 
maintenance items for Peb-
ble Creek.

Pebble Creek 
Irrigation System
The irrigation at Peb-

ble Creek has been limping 
along for the last several 
years, with a pump failure 
occurring approximately 
once every year. This year, 
a pump was down for two 
weeks, causing the course 
to look pretty bad, in the 
opinion of council member 
Mike Doering. So Pebble 
Creek staff member Jason 
Scharfencamp presented a 
plan to the board to replace 
the aged pump system.

David Zubia, a Becker 
student attending the meet-
ing as a part of his project 
for a government class, 
approached Scharfencamp 
later in the meeting, as the 
council members entered 
a closed session, and in-
quired whether the irri-

gation system would fail 
before the new installation, 
and whether previous pump 
failures could have been 
avoided. Scharfencamp re-
plied that failures were due 
to the old age of the equip-
ment, and the system is al-
ways tested in the spring to 
check for issues. 

Pebble Creek 
Change Order
Phil Knutson, head of 

public services, informed 
council there were sev-
eral issues with the Pebble 
Creek clubhouse addition. 
Five change orders were 

required to address the fol-
lowing issues:

• A move of the con-
densing units to allow for 
excavation, due to the posi-
tion of the water line;

• Changes made to 
grade elevations, concrete 
thickness, truncated domes, 
and additional paving;

• Move of the location 
of the water line;

• Additional block 
work to compensate for an 
inaccurate measurement of 
the foundation elevation 

BECKER STUDENTS CAMDEN AANENSON (L) AND DAVID ZUBIA (R) attended 
the Becker City Council meeting Tuesday as a part of their studies for their govern-
ment class. The teenagers asked some relevant and interesting questions of the 
staff. (Photo by Katheirne Cantin.)

Pebble Creek to update 
aged irrigation system

HALLOWEEN to page 12

IRRIGATION to page 12

By Penny Leuthard,
Contributing Writer

Libraries are an im-
portant asset to any com-
munity. Friends of the 
Library (FOL) groups are 
non-profit groups com-
prised of volunteers that are 
formed to support those li-
braries. To honor them and 
all that they do, a national 
week of celebration is held 
each year. This year the 
16th annual 
N a t i o n a l 
Friends of 
the Library 
Week was 
Oct. 17-23.

T h e 
communi-
ties of Becker, Big Lake, 
and Clearwater/Clear Lake 
all have strong FOL groups, 
and each group has brought 
immeasurable benefits to 
their respective libraries.

“While a smaller 
GRRL (Great River Re-
gional Library) branch will 
never be able to match the 
available space and services 
the St. Cloud headquarters 
can provide its local com-

munity, the Becker Friends 
of the Library work hard to 
provide patrons one small 
way to give back to their 
local library,” said Becker 
FOL President Geoff John-
son. “The Friends is an 
often overlooked group in 
most libraries that provide 
a lot of the bits and pieces 
that need to be filled in 
around any local branch’s 
main programming.”

Jeannette Burkhardt is 
the library ser-
vices coordi-
nator for both 
the Becker and 
Big Lake Li-
braries.

“ E a c h 
Friends group 

has supported their com-
munity library by pro-
viding funds to purchase 
incentives for our winter 
and summer reading pro-
grams, supplies for vari-
ous other programs, and 
in some cases, needed fur-
niture for the library,” said 
Burkhardt. “Without these 
groups the libraries would 

Celebrate Friends 
of the Library!

LIBRARIES to page 8

STILL BREWING...
The Patriot hopes to have a 

feature on the police chaos in 
Big Lake in next week’s issue. 

Stay tuned!
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Meet Gus the Goat! 

Bring camera – photo opportunity 

We offer a wide variety of medical plans. 
Call us to set up your appointment today!

B E C K E R  A G E N C Y
763-261-4201 • www.steilins.com

OPEN ENROLLMENT IS HERE!
Oakwood Community Church Hosts Annual

(Located on the west end of Becker Furniture World)

P A R T Y
HALLELUJAH

Games • Inflatables • Face Painting
• Candy • Costume Contest

FREE Fun Filled Family Night

Friday, Oct 29 • 6-8pm

Chili & Dessert Cook off

ALL WELCOME
For more information, please call Pastor Gerry at 763-261-2092

Ashley 
Schabilion

for Big Lake 
School Board
Please visit:

ashley4bls.com
• Transparency
• Parental Rights

• Accountability
• Action

Prepared and paid for by the candidate. 22302 Co Rd 5, Big Lake, MN 55309

HalloweenBash
Sat. Oct. 30th Costume Party!
Veteran-owned

New Owners: 
Paul Braun & Barbara Keenan

By Katherine Cantin,
Staff Writer
Reporter.Katie@PatriotNewsMN.com

During the recent Big 
Lake Twp. regular meet-
ing, there was a lighter than 
normal agenda, as the su-
pervisors wrapped up the 
meeting in under an hour 
in order to make it to the 
SCAT (Sherburne County 
Association of Townships) 
meeting later in the eve-
ning.

Hope Stables
Andy and Jolene 

Thelen of Hope Stables 
approached the board seek-
ing positive comments on 

a variance. They wished to 
no longer compost manure, 
but instead have it shipped 
off their property, and they 
wished to have a maximum 
of 40 horses on their land.

The property was 
found to not be in compli-
ance by the county earlier 
in the year, as they had 
begun shipping manure off 
the property even though 
that was not part of their 
conditional use permit with 
the county. This issue was 
quickly resolved, as ship-
ping the manure away from 
the property. 

The other issue that 
needed resolving was the 

number of horses on the 
property. Currently, the 
couple had 34 horses on 
site, but were supposed to 
be limited to 32. Two of 
those horses were miniature 
horses, which the owners 
didn’t realize added to the 
total count. 

When the board asked 
if there was any public 
comment, one neighbor to 
the property stated that she 

didn’t want the business 
around any more. It was re-
vealed that there had been 
some personal history be-
tween the neighbors.

The board sent positive 
comments on to the county, 
who will make the final de-
cision. 

In Other Business,
the Board:
• Adopted the roads in 

the wheat fields develop-
ment;

• Discussed the prog-
ress on 205th Ave.;

• Considered a request 
from the county attorney to 
submit ordinances, which 
they will discuss again at 

the next regular meeting, 
Wednesday;

• Was visited by Rep. 
Paul Novotny who encour-
aged the supervisors to 
reach out regarding any is-
sues they felt the legislation 
should address.

REP. PAUL NOVOTNY visited the 
recent Big Lake Twp. meeting to en-
courage the supervisors to reach out 
to him with any issues the township 
may face that could be addressed in 
the next legislative session. (Photo by 
Katherine Cantin.)

BL Twp. considers new CUP for Hope Stables

Local residents Paul Braun and Barbara Keenan recently purchased Knits-
ki’s Bar & Grill in Palmer (formerly Palmer House) from John and Deb Smuda. The 
new owners are excited to carry on the wonderful service the Smudas, as well as 
previous owners, have provided at this staple gathering place in the community. 
Braun and Keenan have every intention of continuing the great tradition of excel-
lent food, cold drinks, amazing staff and a great place to unwind to local residents 
who are looking for a morale booster. Paul and Barbara look forward to seeing 
everyone soon.(Submitted photo.)

By Bill Morgan
Editor/Staff Writer
Reporter.Bill@PatriotNewsMN.com

A 70-year-old Elk 
River man died as a result 
of a crash in Otsego last 
Friday evening.

Dennis Carl Kerssen 
was traveling southbound 
in his 1999 Chevrolet 
GMT-400 on Hwy. 101, 
approaching Wright Co. 
Rd. 36 when Kerssen’s 
vehicle left the roadway 
and struck the bridge wall. 
Kerssen was pronounced 
dead at the scene.

Agencies assisting 
at the scene were Wright 
County Sheriff’s Office 
and the  St. Michael and 
Rogers Fire Departments.

Elk River 
man dies in 

crash

By Katherine Cantin,
Staff Writer
Reporter.Katie@PatriotNewsMN.com

A few different indi-
viduals spoke during the 
open forum part of the re-
cent Big Lake City Council 
meeting. They raised con-
cerns over the progress of 
the streets project.

Karl Lepping spoke 
before the council regard-
ing the lack of street lights 
on Maple Ln. He spoke 
to Raeanne Danielowski 
when she was the mayor of 
the city about adding street 
lights, and she directed 
him to city engineer Layne 
Otteson, who, according to 
Lepping, said streetlights 
would be added when the 
street was fixed. Lepping 
was concerned because 
the street construction just 
wrapped up and there are 
still no street lights. He said 
he’d heard from his neigh-
bor the original contrac-
tor was supposed to put in 
lights when the street was 
first constructed, and that 
could possibly be an avenue 
for the city to pursue.

After a recent conver-
sation with Otteson, Lep-
ping said he was told the 
lights would be put in next 
spring, but Lepping was 

concerned for his wife and 
other older residents who 
need to cross the street, 
for example, to collect the 
mail, during the dark win-
ter months without lighting. 
He pressed the council and 
Otteson to get the lights in 
sooner. 

Mike Gloudemans 
spoke next regarding the 
alley system along Lake-
shore Dr. He spoke with 
Otteson about the alleys 
being in disrepair for some 
time, leading to snow plows 
being unable to do a suffi-
cient job of clearing out 
the snow. He said histori-
cally the residents have had 
to take care of any issues 
without help from the city, 
but given the street projects 
on the west side of the lake 
it may be a good time for 
the city to look into main-
taining those alleys. Under-
standing that this is not a 
project that was originally 
budgeted, Gloudemans sug-
gested the city consider a 
plan to possibly share some 
of the costs with the resi-
dents to get the alleyway 
fixed up. 

Roger Stang spoke to 
agree with Gloudemans, 
saying he’s been maintain-
ing his alleyway for more 
than 50 years during his 

residency at his Hennepin 
Ave. home. 

Street Improvement 
Project
Residents of Area B 

of the street improvement 
project, which includes 
Park Ave., Birch Ave., and 
Vernon St., has expressed 
a desire to not have work 
done on their streets, and 
so alternative areas are 
being considered. Otteson 
is working on a preliminary 
engineering plan for other 
areas, and an open hear-
ing would be held in Nov. 
should the plan progress.

Council member Ken 
Halverson asked about ad-
dressing the alleyway sit-
uation brought up in open 
forum. Otteson said he 
thought it best to discuss 
that possibility during the 
council workshop follow-
ing the meeting.

Mayor Paul Knier was 
concerned that the roads 
were being included in the 
project despite the fact that 
they hadn’t been consid-
ered bad enough to include 
in the original plan. Halver-
son disagreed, saying that 
work done sooner would 
be more cost-effective than 
roads that were put off. 
Council member Kim Nod-
ing added that the roads 

in question were all more 
than 20 years old and were 
clearly deteriorating. Coun-
cil member Paul Seefeld 
agreed with the mayor, 
concerned that the project 
was growing exponentially. 
Otteson maintained that the 
roads in question were in 
poor enough shape that it 
was worth it.

The council approved 
adding the roads to the 
plan, with the knowledge 
that an open house and en-
gineering report would de-
termine whether the project 
is viable.

Police Dept. News
As part of the consent 

agenda, Sgt. Sam Olson 
was named acting chief of 
the police dept. as Chief 
Matt Hayen is under a com-
plaint investigation. The 
city has not yet been forth-
coming about the nature of 
the complaint. At the end 
of the meeting, Mayor Paul 
Knier reminded the audi-
ence that Olson’s appoint-
ment to acting chief does 
not mean anything is de-
cided (presumably regard-
ing the Chief Hayen case.)

Also as a part of the 
consent agenda, Kyle Ross-
berg, formerly of Golden 
Valley, was hired as a new 
patrol officer, contingent 

on a successful background 
check and psychological 
review. 

Olson later gave the 
department update for Sep-
tember. 

Security Cameras 
Purchase
City staff has been 

looking into purchasing 
security cameras for the 
liquor store and the waste-
water treatment facility. 
The total cost could be up 
to $77,440,40, though staff 
may choose to install fewer 
cameras. The technicians 
who originally looked into 
installing the cameras had 
an incorrect diagram of 
the store, so it is possible, 
which more research fewer 
cameras will be needed. 

The cameras in the 
liquor store are being in-
stalled as a result of some 
recent thefts. An organized 
group of criminals who tar-
geted liquor stores was re-
cently caught in Wayzata. 
Store manager Greg Zur-
bey stated that one theft the 
store recently faced resulted 
in over $300 of products 
being stolen.

Zurbey also noted that 
the cameras will also help 
in the case of insurance 
claims, should a customer 
slip and fall, for example. 

Outside cameras will also 
be replaced. Recently, an 
unidentified person dumped 
an old mattress behind the 
store and drove off. With 
new cameras, staff and law 
enforcement would be able 
to identify anyone commit-
ting a similar crime. 

Fire Dept. Update
Fire Chief Seth Hansen 

reported there were 38 calls 
for service for the previ-
ous month, including one 
where a homeowner who 
was moving decided to 
burn some unwanted items, 
unattended. Hansen assured 
the council the individual 
received several hefty fines 
and a bill for service.

Hansen thanked the 
members who reached out 
with goodies on 9/11, and 
the liquor store who held 
a fundraiser for the depart-
ment.

In Other Business, 
the Council:
• Issued a change order 

for the streets project due 
to delays caused by lack of 
materials and truck drivers;

• Gave board and com-
mittee reports.

BL City Council hears concerns over streets project

Submitted article

(Editor’s Note: The 
following article was sub-
mitted by Rep. Shane Me-
keland.)

Sen. Andrew Mathews, 
R-Princeton, and Rep. 
Shane Mekeland, R-Clear 

Lake, welcome District 
15 residents to attend a 
town hall meeting they are 
co-hosting 10 a.m. Oct. 30 
at O’Brien’s Pub in Rice.

The legislators said this 
will be an opportunity for 
local citizens to discuss any 
number of issues related to 

Minnesota’s current state of 
affairs, and also peek ahead 
to what is on the table for 
the 2022 session starting in 
late January.

O’Brien’s Pub is lo-
cated at 9555 Deerwood 
Rd. NE in Rice. No RSVP 
is required to attend and the 

meeting will be conducted 
in an informal setting. 

Call Mekeland’s legis-
lative office at (651) 296-
2451 with any questions or 
for further details. 

Mathews, Mekeland to host town hall meeting in Rice



 Patriot, Saturday, October 23, 2021 • Page 3

Proudly 
serving the 

communities of 
Becker, 

Big Lake, 
Clear Lake and 

Clearwater!
We appreciate 

your 
business and 
readership!

Area News

Bar

Tuesday Nights 6:30
$700 in 56 Numbers

Proceeds for St. Lawrence Church
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Liberty Bank Minnesota Big Lake

Grand OpeningGrand OpeningGrand Opening
Please join us as we celebrate the 
opening of our Big Lake location 

October 25 to 29 during regular office 
hours. Pick up your Big Lake Liberty 
Bank stein and a delicious Bavarian 
pretzel from the convenience of your 

vehicle!*
 

We’re excited to finally be 
open and look forward to 

saying hello!

Drive Thru Oktoberfest!

* While supplies last

Quality Building Supplies 
at Affordable Prices

Since 1975

BOOK YOUR ORDER!

Call for a FREE estimate
117th Ave., Milaca

(north end of Milaca off Central Ave)

BUILDING
$PECIAL$

320-983-6304 • 1-800-818-1846

LATCHAM-LIND LUMBER &
POST FRAME BUILDINGS

Take Out & Cash Bar 
Available.

Check or cash only.

FISH FRY
Adults - $12.95

Kids (12 & Under) - $5.00
 • Fried Fish; • Baked Potato 

with butter/sour cream; 
• Coleslaw; • Baby Carrots; 
• Buns; • Coffee or Water; 

• Ice Cream and 
Brownie Bar.

HOT DOG BAR
• Hot Dog on a Bun with 
condiments; • Chips and 
Soda; • Ice Cream and 

Brownie Bar

 Henry’s Event Center, 
Hwy 25 in Foley

Fri., Oct. 29, 4:30-7:30pm

Gustavus Adolphus
Lutheran Church, Foley

FRIDAY NIGHT 
FISH FRY

By Mark Kolbinger,
Contributing Writer

The Santiago Twp. Board of Super-
visors met last Wednesday and addressed 
several agreements for the continued coop-
eration with other governmental agencies.

The first agreement, adopted unani-
mously, codified the work to be done on 
67th St. in cooperation with Becker Town-
ship.  Both boards have done extensive 
work on the project over the past year and 
much progress has been made. However, 
with the western portion of the roadway 
needing additional work for the installation 
of a culvert, as well as a reclamation of the 
blacktop and a resurfacing, it was proposed 
that the Santiago board take the reins for 
the remainder of the project.  

Cost sharing and project manage-
ment was spelled out in the agreement that 
Becker had sent to the board, with Super-
visor Jeff Pappenfus noting that he agreed 
with the wording proposal. The board 
agreed and passed the motion to accept the 
document.

Contractor John Herbst has been as-
sisting the board with the project and 
agreed with the supervisors that Sherburne 

County should be contacted about the re-
placement of the culvert, since it services 
Ditch #16 that runs through the area. The 
new culvert will have flares added to each 
end to aid in mitigating any erosion that oc-
curs in the area.

The next agreement also received 
unanimous approval from the board and 
this one dealt with the Sherburne County 
Attorney’s Office and their prosecution 
of applicable Twp. ordinances. The joint 
powers agreement will help to clarify the 
role of the county in prosecuting local or-
dinances and lays out the process for how 
the services will be provided, etc. Because 
the agreement basically clarifies an already 
existing practice, the supervisors moved 
quickly to pass the resolution with little 
comment.

Sheriff
Sgt. Andy Ochs appeared before the 

board to explain the 89 calls for service for 
the last reporting period, many of which 
were traffic stops enacted as deputies con-
tinue to make speed enforcement an issue 
with the town. The call volume was nearly 
double the usual load, with traffic stops 
numbering 48 calls for service. The board 
also discussed some ongoing damage is-

sues deriving from illegal ATV operation, 
as well as some signage that had been rid-
dled with bullet holes.  

Ochs assured the supervisors that the 
heavy patrolling will continue and offend-
ers have been educated with citations. It’s 
just a matter of time before the other perpe-
trators are caught, as it was noted that res-
idents have had enough of the shenanigans 
and are calling in with license plate num-
bers and complaints when it is witnessed.

Roads
Supervisor Dave Jehoich spoke on the 

issue of roadway maintenance and updated 
the board on his ongoing vigilance when it 
comes to addressing transportation issues 
within the township.  

Herbst has finished the shouldering 
projects on area roadways to ensure that 
the edges are intact and will not chip away 
due to erosion or a lack of foundational ma-
terial. In addition, the second mowing pass 
has been completed on most roads and this 
helped control some areas of brush as well. 
Further brushing will be completed in the 
near future.

Area resident Craig Schwarzkopf 
asked the board about the status of 67th 
St. and what repairs would be allowed by 

homeowners in the area.
Chairman Stu Nelson reiterated the 

board’s position that the area of the road 
in question has cartway status and no im-
provements will be allowed to the surface, 
even at homeowner expense. Addition-
ally, the board was unsure why Sherburne 
County issued a building permit in the 
area to begin with, as the area is very low 
and becomes nearly impassable with wet 
weather conditions.

ARPA
Treasurer Patty Simonsmeier spoke to 

the board about the ARPA funds that were 
received and her recommendation that a 
separate account be established to house 
and track the money. Because an auditing 
of the expenditures will be required at the 
end of 2022 and once again before the end 
of the program, the board concurred and 
approved opening a separate account to 
track the funds and expenditures.

Interagency agreements on tap for Santiago Twp. 

By Penny Leuthard,
Contributing Writer

During their October meet-
ing, the Clearwater Twp. Board 
of Supervisors opened gravel 
quotes for 2022. Shabel Enter-
prise of Central Minnesota came 
in at the lowest bid with $5.65 per 
ton, however, as their gravel pit is 
located further away it would cost 
more for trucking the materials. 

After discussing their product 
with company owner Jack Sha-
bel, who was in attendance, Mike 
Ludenia recommended the board 
go with Johnson Materials, who 
came in at $5.85 per ton, as he’s 
had good luck with them and their 
materials for the last three years.

A motion carried to stay with 
Johnson Materials but to use a 
couple of gravel loads from Sha-
bel so the quality can be com-
pared.

Project Processes
Chairperson Rose Thelen 

presented a number of sugges-
tions for the board to consider 
putting into an official process of 
how road projects will proceed. 
The action came after a number 

of people expressed dissatisfac-
tion with chip sealing Huber Ave. 
and were upset that they hadn’t 
been notified that it was going to 
be happening. 

Thelen said her procedure 
proposal would clean up where 
the public gets to weigh in on 
road projects. A long discussion 
followed, including debate on 
whether or not to survey residents 
yearly on what they’d like to see 

done. 
Clerk Jean Just and Ludenia 

disagreed with the survey, with 
Just stating that as elected offi-
cials the board should be deciding 
what road projects are important. 
Ludenia said that they as a board 
need to decide what will be done 
to which roads and when, after 
which it should then be brought 
to the residents.

Dave Zackman said that al-

though he doesn’t come to many 
meetings he’s always aware of 
what’s going on in the township 
as it’s all on the township website. 

“We elected you to be there,” 
he said. “We should be contact-
ing you if we see something that 
needs to be done.”

The board will review Thel-
en’s proposal and will discuss fur-
ther next month.

Huber Speeds
Mark Vizecky from MnDOT 

attended the meeting remotely to 
present the results of a requested 
speed test on Huber Ave. The 
speed test was conducted for 
three days and recorded time, di-
rection, increase or decrease of 
speed, speed, and classification of 
vehicle.

The test recorded 565 vehi-
cles, with an average speed of 46 
mph, a top speed of 79 mph and a 
low speed of 12 mph. The conclu-
sion was made that the road was 
operating within its speed limits, 
so a formal speed study won’t 
need to be conducted. 

Supervisor Scott Miller indi-
cated that the findings were sim-
ilar to what he found through an 
informal speed study he’d con-

ducted earlier.
Slope Work
Jim and Brenda Skare ap-

proached the board to inquire 
about in-slope work on Elder 
Ave., which is shared with Sil-
ver Creek Twp.; the edges of the 
road’s chip seal are beginning to 
break off. 

A discussion was held about 
building a better in-slope to help 
create a better shoulder, which 
would help the chip seal re-
main intact. Ludenia indicated 
he would like to get the project 
completed this year and said that 
Silver Creek Twp. already has 
material leftover from the inter-
state project that can be used free 
of cost.

A motion carried approving 
the project conditional to ap-
proval from Silver Creek to use 
the materials they have on hand. 
Ludenia will follow up.

Other Business
A motion carried approving 

the Orderly Annexation Agree-
ment with the City of Clearwater.

The next Clearwater Twp. 
meeting will be Nov. 1 at 7:30 
p.m.

MEMBERS OF THE CLEARWATER TWP. BOARD talk remotely with Mark Vizecky during their 
October meeting. (Photo by Penny Leuthard.)

Clearwater Twp. approves gravel quote

Looking to advertise? 
Call 763.275.0275 

today!

Submitted Article

(Editor’s Note: The following article 
was submitted by the Mn Dept. of Public 
Safety).

A 62-year-old Maple Grove man died 
as a result of a two-vehicle car accident in 
St. Michael Tuesday afternoon.

Dean Patrick Johnson, 62, was driving 
his 2000 Sterling Straight Truck (semi) 
westbound in the right lane of I-94 near St. 
Michael at around 1 p.m. when another ve-
hicle — a 2015 Chervolet Traverse driven 
by 37-year-old Christina Marlo Dayou of 
Fargo — was heading in the same direc-
tion in the same lane. Johnson’s vehicle 

rear-ended Dayous, then struck a barrier 
off ramp to 241 and rolled on its right side.

Johnson, who was not wearing a wear-
ing a seat belt at the time of the crash, sus-
tained major injuries and was pronounced 
dead at the scene of the crash. Dayou was 
uninjured.

Alcohol was not involved in the ac-

cident.
Agencies assisting at ther scene were 

Wright County Deputy, Allina Ambu-
lance, St. Michael Fire, Minnesota DOT 
and Burdas Towing.

Crash on I-94 leaves 62-year-old man dead
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Township News
Auctions

ESTATE & CONSIGNMENT AUCTION
SUNDAY, OCT. 31, 2021 @ 11:00 AM

3825 Shadowood Dr. NE.Sauk Rapids,MN
Directions: St. Cloud, E. on Hwy 23 Left 0n 40th  (Follow Signs)

THIS IS A PARTIAL LISTING: view more at: 
www.midwestauctions.com/sharer
BP & MN sales tax applies. 
Keith Sharer Auction Service

320-267-1963

ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES: Runner sled, Glassware, Cameras 
& light bar, Tailgate grill, Folding chairs, Kitchen appliances, Holiday 
décor’, Toys, Restaurant supplies, Tent, Tarps. FURNITURE: Dresser 
& Chest of drawers, Beds, Corner desk, Oak curio cabinet, Oak dresser, 
Media canter, Poly storage shelf, Horizontal file. SHOTGUN & 
FISHING: JC Higgins 16 Ga. Bolt Action shotgun, New fishing tackle, 
Anchors, Large & small tackle boxes, Organizers, Minnow buckets, 
Floatation seat cushions, Fishing line. Now taking items for annual Jan 
1st Antique & Collectibles Auction.

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

763-262-2889

www.jeddelohsnyder.com

• Family Law
• Real Estate
• Business Planning
• Business Litigation
• Wills & Trusts
• Estate Planning
• Guardianships

101 Jefferson Blvd.
Big Lake

BUSINESS & PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICES  DIRECTORY

935 Clearwater Professional Building
(320) 558-2201

Tues: 9-5 • Wed: 8:30 - 4:30 • Fri: 8:30 - 2
ALSO: 1500 Northway Drive, St. Cloud

Member of American 
Academy of Dental 

Group Practice

“A Reason 
to Smile!”

Jeff Flemming, DDS
Brent Deragisch, DDS

DentalAttorneys

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

    

Heavy Equipment 
Auction 

 

Pre-Bidding Now  
Live Online Only 

Wed, Oct 27th- 8am 
 

Viewing by 
Appointment 

Jct MN Hwys 95 & 25  
 

Call Col Ray Henry  
Lic 5-17-011 

Heavy 
Equipment 

Auction
Pre-Bidding Now
Live Online Only

Wed, Oct. 27 
8 a.m.

Viewing by 
Appointment

Jct MN Hwys 95 & 25

Call Col Ray Henry
Lic 5-17-011

PETERSON - 
GRIMSMO

FUNERAL CHAPEL
Serving your 

community since 1933
250 East Broadway

Monticello, MN 55362
763-295-2918

Our family serving yours!

Funeral

LITTLE FALLS AREA REAL ESTATE SALE

Clerk - Talberg Auction Service, Inc.
Home 320-355-2650 • Cell 320-267-5188

For photos & complete list of items, go to MIDWESTAUCTIONS.COM/TALBERG
Auctioneers - Dave Talberg,

Ramey, MN - Lic #49-05036
Dtalberg56338@gmail.com

Bobby Talberg - Lic. #49-05059
Curt Werner - Lic. #71-01-007

Bid-2-Buy.com

SAT. OCT. 30, 10:00 AM

Approx. 5.5 miles N on State Hwy 371 to Morrison Co. Rd 47 (213th St),
then E. approx.1/2 mile to 165th Ave, then south 1  mile to 203rd St, then 1

mile west. Watch for Talberg Auction signs. 
Tractors & Equip: 2017 John Deere 4066 R Diesel Tractor, FWD, 60 hp, cab,
A/C, rear wts, with JD 440R Loader & Util bucket, 237.7 hours; JD IMatch
Quick Hitch JD Pallet Fords; JD 3 pt rear weight bucket, JD U84 snow bucket,
Frontier 5’ 3 pt, box scraper; Frontier 7’ RT2283 TGiller w/hyd lift roller. Trucks,
Trailers, Pickup: ‘94 Freightliner Tandem Axle Truck with flat top sleeper, 240”
wheel base, Detriot series 60 diesel 470 hp motor, 10 speed Eaton trans, air
ride, ‘92 Volvo TBVF E Series with dump box & 9’ snow plow. 2014 STE 
Specialized truck equip. Snowmobile: 2017 Yamaha Sidewinder Turbo Gxtr,
998 cc, 3 cylinder, elec. start, 137” track, reverse. Lawn & Garden: 2016 Fer-
ris 15 3200Z Zero Turn Lawn Mower, 60” deck, 37 hp Briggs & Stratton motor,
plus more. Tools & Shop Items, Household & misc.

Real Estate Property to be offered at 1pm. 2 BR, 1 BA one level living, lg
heated shop, 2 car attached heated garage, 4.62 acres. Lots of potential for

this property! 4.63 parcel next door also avail. Terms for real esate: Call
Michelle Gorecki, Keller Williams Realty Integrity NW, 320-224-1572.

ESTATE OF ROGER LINDQUIST 
DOROTHY RATZLAFF & JOYCE
FLUHARTY, 15889-203RD ST, 

LITTLE FALLS, MN

By Mark Kolbinger,
Contributing Writer

The Palmer Twp. 
Board of Supervisors met 
Monday evening and dis-
cussed several agenda 
items, including an update 
to the High Water / No 
Wake ordinance for the 
chain of lakes.

Recently, several su-
pervisors met with Sher-
burne County Attorney 
Kathleen Heaney, Sheriff 
Joel Brott, Commissioner 
Felix Schmiesing and Clear 
Lake Board Chair Gary 
Gray to look at solutions 
for enforcing the current 
ordinance.

The high water ordi-
nance exists to help pro-
tect the shoreline of area 
lakes during high water 
events by creating no wake 
zones, therefore reducing 
the waves that crash onto 
shore.  

Supervisor Steve De-
meules reviewed a history 
of the ordinance, which has 
been on the books for some 
time and has been enforced 
on a consistent basis until 
recently.

One of the challenges 
is that the MN DNR has 
been responsible for com-
ing to the lake each spring 
and calibrating a gauge that 
measures the water depth.  
However, at times this 
hasn’t yet occurred when 
the spring high water events 
happen and that has made 
declaring the high water 
emergency more nebulous 
in terms of enforcement ac-
tions.

As part of the solution, 
the county agreed to take 
over the calibration so it is 
done on a consistent basis 
and to the correct standards 
to clear up the enforcement 
questions.

In addition, the board 
passed a motion to re-au-
thorize the ordinance with 
some language tweaks that 
will help eliminate any gray 
areas and provide for clear 
instructions on the decla-
ration of the emergency, 
as well as the enforcement 
steps that will be taken.

In final action on the 
matter, the supervisors 
discussed and approved a 
motion to enter into a joint 
powers agreement with 
Sherburne County. This 
will clear up any confusion 
and allow for the Sheriff’s 
Office to enforce all local 

ordinances and the County 
Attorney to handle prosecu-
tion of any violations.

Chair Mike Ganz felt 
with all of these steps, it 
will strengthen the town-
ship’s legal standing for 
not only the ordinances on 
the lakes, but also at Palmer 
Park for issues such as dogs 
in the park.

“We know there’s 
a long history and many 
valid reasons why dogs ar-
en’t allowed at the park,” 
said Ganz. “This will help 
tighten up our ordinances 
and allow the county to 
help us enforce the ones we 
have on the books.”

Sheriff/Fire
Commander Bob Stan-

gler of the Sheriff’s Office 
reported on last month’s 
calls for service and re-
viewed 114 incident re-
ports, with 38 being traffic 
stops. The Water Patrol 
made five contacts for ex-
pired registrations on boats, 
while there were also 11 
medical calls.

The board asked Stan-
gler for extra speed patrols 
on the roads by the lakes, 
and also discussed the post-
ing of signs within roadway 
right-of-ways and how they 
should be handled with the 
winter season coming soon.

CLFD Chief Ron 
Koren was at the meeting 
and reported on 18 calls 
for service last month, 12 
of which were in Palmer.  
Most of the requests for 
assistance were for medi-
cal related issues, although 
there was one fuel leak and 
two motorcycle accidents 
as well.

Roads/Drainage
Ganz noted that he 

hopes to be able to get one 
more load of material for 
patching a few potholes 
before winter, while also 
reporting that the ditch 
mowing had started along 
several roads.

The clearing of brush 
is also a top priority in the 
near future, and Ganz is 
working on a partnership 
with Vonco, who might 
be willing to collect the 
chipped materials and use 
it for composting with their 
food scraps.

The board also circled 
back to last month’s dis-
cussion about drainage on 
roadways and Demeules 
reported that he had been in 
contact with the Sherburne 
SWCD. The supervisors 

established three criteria to 
be able to work on drainage 
issues near roadways: all 
work the board authorizes 
must be done within the 
township’s right of way, 
the work needs to be done 
at a specific location and 
the solution cannot push 
the water issue onto some-
one else’s property.

Ganz noted that this 
was a dry summer and next 
year there could be more 
issues brought up. The su-
pervisors reiterated that one 
of their preferred solutions 
is to add ditches along the 
roadways, although many 
times residents are opposed 
to this option.

In other action, the 
board:

• Heard from Trea-
surer Roger Johnson that 
$7,735 was received from 
the county in the form of 
a SCORE grant and will 
be applied to last spring’s 
clean up day costs;

• Learned that an area 
resident may be interested 
in donating significant 
funds for a remodel of the 
park pavilion;

• Heard from Demeules 
that the lake association is 
looking for feedback on this 
year’s weed control efforts;

• Asked that any res-
idents who are taking out 
docks for the year inspect 
them for zebra mussels and 
report any findings to the 
lake association;

• Discussed the rules at 
the park, including no golf-
ing as it does damage to the 
turf;

• Authorized ARPA 
fund expenditures for sev-
eral new computers, as 
well as software that will 
improve the board’s ability 
to communicate with each 
other and the public;

• Tabled the Thompson 
variance due to no home-
owner being present at the 
meeting and approved fa-
vorable recommendation 
for four variances for the 
Sroka’s, who are trying to 
upgrade their septic system;

• Discussed the issue of 
garbage truck traffic and the 
frequency of the pickups, 
which is causing traffic and 
road deterioration issues 
around the lakes. A unified 
collection approach could 
be put on the agenda for the 
annual meeting so the su-
pervisors can gather input.

Palmer board 
to update High 
Water Ordinance

By Mark Kolbinger,
Contributing Writer

The Becker Twp. 
Board met Monday eve-
ning and discussed a great 
deal of road maintenance, 
as well as a report from 
Sgt. Dan Frank regarding 
continued fraud calls that 
are being reported to the 
Sheriff’s Office.

Last month, deputies 
responded to a total of 
210 calls for service in the 
Twp., 70 of which were 
traffic stops. In addition, 
Frank reported that sev-
eral types of fraud calls are 
making a comeback in the 
area, and he asked citizens 
to be especially aware of 
the illegal activity.

The first type of call 
comes from scammers who 
demand payment for a vari-
ety of scenarios and request 
that it be in the form of pre-
paid debit or gift cards.

“There’s no legitimate 
businesses that I am aware 
of that will ever ask for 
payment of this type,” said 
Frank, who added that one 
local person sent $1,600 in 
gift cards to fulfill a fraud-
ulent debt. “We urge resi-
dents to contact our office 
if they receive these type of 
calls.”

The second scam in-
volves phone calls from 
individuals who claim that 
bail money is owed to se-
cure the release of rela-
tives who are reported to 
be incarcerated at a variety 
of jails or prisons. Again, 
Frank encouraged residents 
to not fall for the fraudu-
lent activity and if there is 
ever a question about the 
authenticity of the “jailed” 
relative, the person can call 
the law enforcement office 
directly to inquire about the 
truthfulness of the situation.

Roads
Engineer Wes Davis 

had a number of updates for 
the board, as the 2021 con-
struction season wraps up 
and plans are already being 
made for the 2022 projects.

Davis reported that the 
142nd St. project is nearly 
finished, with mailbox in-

stallation planned for next 
week, while additional bids 
are being sought for the 
stripping of the roadway.

The board recently 
completed its fall road tour 
and one of the stops was 
Garden Grove Rd., which 
recently underwent a chip 
seal project – the first of its 
kind in the township. Davis 
reports that the process re-
sulted in overall positive 
comments, except for the 
initial grading of the road-
way.

Allied Blacktop was 
the general contractor 
on the project and New 
Look Contracting was the 
sub-contractor who per-
formed the site grading 
before the application of 
the chip seal material. Ac-
cording to Davis, there 
was some roughness in the 
grading work that then car-
ried over as the chips and 
oil were added to the sur-
face. This resulted in some 
bumpiness in the roadway. 
The application of the chip 
seal also resulted in some 
windrows being left near 
driveways and this issue is 
being investigated. Several 
fixes were discussed for 
both issues and the board 
seemed to favor letting the 
product settle for the win-
ter and seeing how it will 
hold up to snowplowing. In 
addition, a partial payment 
on the project was tabled, 
as Davis, Road Supervi-
sors Robin Boros and Joe 
Danielson, as well as Twp. 
Attorney Kelli Bourgeois 
will meet to determine how 
much of the bid price can 
be held back to ensure the 
road is finished to specifi-
cations.

Soil borings and plan 
sets for the reconstruction 
have also been done for the 
work on 127th and 153rd, 
both shared roadways with 
the City of Becker. Plans 
call for a new intersec-
tion at the intersection of 
the two roadways, and the 
Twp. denied a request from 
the city to establish a traffic 
light in the area.

In final road business, 
the board learned that the 

LRIP grant project on 
97th St. is progressing, as 
the wetland delineation is 
completed and a complete 
review will be undertaken 
in the near future. Addi-
tional plans are in motion 
for the acquisition of right 
of way and what portions 
of the current roadway can 
be vacated. It’s possible 
that a  three acre parcel will 
be created and the board 
has already been in contact 
with the landowner in the 
area, who is working with 
the township for the recon-
struction efforts.

In Other Business, 
the Board:
• Held a public hearing 

(with no comment) and ap-
proved an easement vaca-
tion for a portion of a utility 
and drainage easement at 
the Brenteson residence;

• Approved a resolu-
tion designating a portion 
of 67th St. as a minimum 
maintenance road;

• Discussed the on-
going process of receiv-
ing bids for work on the 
bandstand, as well as sev-
eral maintenance projects 
around Town Hall;

• Approved the concept 
of allowing volunteers to 
decorate the bandstand for 
Christmas;

• Learned that students 
from the Industrial Tech-
nology classes at Becker 
High School will be con-
structing the storage shed 
for the Town Hall, as costs 
will be limited to materials 
only;

• Approved a concept 
to work with the Becker 
American Legion to keep 
their building as the polling 
location for the 2022 elec-
tions;

• Learned that a sand-
wich and smoothie shop 
could be coming to the for-
mer SAFE Bait and Tackle 
store near Salida Crossing.

• Heard from Supervi-
sor Luke Babler that nearly 
400 people attended the 
Becker Fire Department 
open house. 

Fraud calls reported 
in Becker Twp.
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Editorials/Opinions

Pumpkin Annals
It’s hard to beat this time 

of year. The cool days, the 
colorful trees and pumpkins. 
Ya, that’s right, pumpkins. I 
find pumpkins fascinating. 
Especially the history of 
pumpkins. You might agree 
after reading about this amaz-
ing vine.

The pumpkin is the old-
est known cultivated plant 
in the New World. When 
I use the term New World 
it means, North, Central 
and South America. Native 
peoples in Mexico started 
growing pumpkins for food 
over 11,000 years ago. The 
evidence of this comes from 
caves in the Tamaulipas 
mountains in Mexico where 
fossilized stems and seeds of 
pumpkins have been found 
along with other discarded 
food stuffs around ancient 
ruins and fire rings.

Along with pumpkins 
these ancient people also 
where the first to cultivate 
corn, chili peppers, squash, 
amaranth, sweet potato, 
potato, bottle gourds and 
so much more. Un-
like many of these 
mentioned veg-
etables, the 
pumpkin has 
changed very 
little since 
it was first 
planted in 
primitive gar-
dens. You can 
imagine that grow-
ing a large pumpkin 
was a prized food source 
for the early peoples.

Pumpkins and their 
seeds were traded across 
the New World. By about 
three to four thousand years 
ago, the use of pumpkins 
had made it to the plains and 
woodland Indians of central 
North America. 

Like many native foods, 
pumpkins were sent back to 
Europe by the early explores 
as examples of how strange 
and exotic the New World 
was and the unusual foods. 
In 1539 when Hernando de 

Soto, visited Tampa Bay 
he wrote back home to say, 
“beans and pumpkins were in 
great plenty,” but both were 
larger and better than those of 
Spain. “The pumpkins when 
roasted had nearly the taste 
of chestnuts.” Of course, they 
didn’t actually have pump-
kins in Spain at the time. Soto 
confused pumpkins with the 
more familiar squash which 
was common in Spain at the 
time.

Speaking of the taste of 
p u m p - kins, it was 

common practice by the time 
the Mayflower landed to bake 
pumpkins whole in the ashes 
of a fire, then cut open and 
serve the pumpkin flesh by 
moistening with animal fat or 
maple syrup or honey.  

The earliest Pilgrims in-
vented pumpkin pie. It was 
simply a variation of this 
baked pumpkin, but they 
would slice off the top and 
scrape out the seeds within 
first. Then the cavity was 
filled with apples, sugar, 

spices, and milk. The top was 
put back on and the entire 
stuffed pumpkin was baked.

It was over 100 years 
later that the pumpkin pie as 
we know it appeared. Cook-
books in 1796 called for a 
pudding-like pumpkin filling 
along with milk, eggs, mo-
lasses, all-spice and ginger 
be baked in a crust of flour 
and butter. The result was a 
tart that resembles our current 
pumpkin pie.

In the late 1700’s, Yale 
students were calling New 
Englanders “pumpkin heads” 
because of their heavy diet of 
pumpkins. Before Boston 
was called Beantown it was 
called Pumpkinshire. By 
1845 the term pumpkin had 
come to mean stupid and 
thickheaded. Since than the 
word has changed to “Bump-
kin.”

Pumpkins were a major 
source of food for the early 
European migrants to Amer-
ica. But in 1893 a New York 
seed salesman Peter Hender-
son wrote, “The pumpkin is 

yet offered in large quanti-
ties for sale in our mar-

kets, but it ought to 
be banished from 
them as it has 
been for some 
time from our 
gardens.”  By 
the mid-1900’s 

pumpkins fell out 
of favor and hav-

en’t been back except 
for pies and seeds.
This year when you are 

picking out or carving your 
pumpkin will you stop to 
ponder the great history be-
hind the pumpkin? Until next 
time…

Stan Tekiela is an au-
thor / naturalist and wildlife 
photographer who travels 
the U.S. to study and capture 
images of wildlife. He can be 
followed on Facebook.com, 
Twitter.com, Instagram.com. 
He can be contacted via his 
web page at NatureSmart.
com.

By Naturist 
Stan Tekiela

Criminal Accountability
(Editor’s Note: The fol-

lowing column was submitted 
by Sen. Mary Kiffmeyer.)

Our state has always 
been known for its acces-
sibility throughout rural 
Minnesota, safe streets for 
our families, and a legis-
lature that truly represents 
its people. In recent days, 
weeks, months, and years, 
some of that has come into 
question. Over the course 
of the pandemic, new is-
sues have arisen that have 
been in need of attention for 
quite some time and now 
we have the task of fixing 
it to keep our state running 
properly, safely, and in an 
effective manner for each 
unique area. 

Public Safety 
and Criminal 
Accountability 
At this point, we have 

all heard of the tragedy that 
occurred in St. Paul and 
there have been many reac-
tions from everyone rang-
ing from scared, to angry, 
to concerned, and every-
thing in between. Frankly, I 
am upset. This was prevent-
able because the shooter 
who took the life of one in-
nocent Minnesotan should 
have been in jail at the time 
of the shooting for driving 
while impaired, which was 
also a break of his condi-
tional probation. The sus-
pect was armed with a gun 
he illegally acquired while 
on probation for breaking 
the terms of his probation, 
after being given numerous 
chances to change his be-
havior dating back to 2007.  

The issue the legisla-
ture needs to be focusing 
on and cracking down on 
the sentencing guidelines 

– keeping repeat offenders 
off the street. Currently, 
sentencing guidelines are 
just that: guidelines for 
prosecutors, defense attor-
neys and judges can use at 
their discretion. This in-
volves deciding whether the 
crime is dangerous enough, 
combined with a criminal 
history, to put them in jail. 
In Hennepin County, for 
example, 51% of criminals 
received stayed sentences 
and were sent back to our 
communities even though 
the guidelines recom-
mended prison time. 

At the end of the day, 
this tragedy has unfortu-
nately highlighted the many 
issues with our judicial sys-
tem. These failures have re-
sulted in a horrific tragedy 
forever changing the lives 
of families, friends, and 
communities. This could 
have been prevented and 
as a State Senator on the 
Judiciary and Public Safety 
Committee, I am absolutely 
dedicated to ensuring this 
does not happen again. 

This week, the Judi-
ciary and Transportation 
Committees will have an 
informational hearing on 
the escalation of violent 

crime in Minnesota. This 
event can be viewed at the 
link here (www.Senate.mn/
media/media_coming_up-
.html). 

Legislative 
Residency Issues
Since July, a DFL 

House Representative has 
been dodging questions 
about his residency since 
he was pulled over and pre-
sented a Wisconsin driver’s 
license. This called into 
question where he truly 
lives, if he resides in the 
district he represents, and 
whether or not he is even 
qualified for his elected 
position. When a civilian 
goes to vote in any type of 
election, they must provide 
proof of residency before 
they are allowed to engage 
– why does this not apply 
to those seeking election to 
represent the people voting 
for them? 

Representative John 
Thompson, the man entan-
gled in this debate, opted 
out of listing his home ad-
dress and instead listed a 
PO Box. This is allowed 
for the safety of our legisla-
tive members and up until 
this point, has essentially 
been enforced on an honor 
system with an affidavit. 
At this point, the system 
of being Minnesota Nice 
and trusting a checked box 
has become obsolete and 
we need to make a change. 
This issue truly comes 
down to the voters. The 
voters deserve to have rep-
resentatives who have good 
intentions for their com-
munities and ties to local 
leaders. I am committed to 

By Sen. 
Mary Kiffmeyer

The Needs of ISD 726
(Editor’s Note: The fol-

lowing column was submitted 
by Becker Public Schools.)

After an unsuccessful 
referendum in May, the needs 
of Becker Public Schools still 
remain and have only in-
creased since that time. This 
November, the Becker School 
Board is asking residents to 
consider two questions to im-
prove local schools. What are 
the needs of ISD 726?

Improve safety and infra-
structure: The main entrances 
at each building need to be 
improved and there are key 
infrastructure needs at each 
building including building 
systems, roofs, vehicle and 
pedestrian circulation, win-
dows, doors, and brickwork 
— improvements that exceed 
annual maintenance budgets.

Improve educational 
spaces, including areas to 
support Career and Technical 
Education (CTE): Educa-
tional spaces across various 
schools need to be improved 

including Special Education, 
Industrial Tech and CTE, 
High School FACS, Interme-
diate School Media Center, 
and flexible/collaborative 
breakout areas. 

Provide more space for 
students across all grades: 
The Primary School and Mid-
dle School are overcapacity. 
As enrollment continues to 
increase at the Intermediate 
School, space is lacking. The 
local community is growing 
and space is needed to serve 

those students well both in-
doors and outdoors.  

Due to expiring debt, if 
question 1 is approved, there 
would be a $0 net tax increase 
to District residents above the 
current tax rate. If both ques-
tions 1 and 2 are approved, 
the tax impact on a $200,000 
residential home in the Dis-
trict would be about $2.25 a 
month. Find out your tax im-
pact at BulldogsStrong.com/
cost. Make sure your vote is 
counted by voting early in 
person at the District Office 
from 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
through Monday, November 
1. Early voting is also avail-
able at home via absentee 
ballot. Visit BulldogsStrong.
com/vote for more informa-
tion and don’t forget to vote 
on or before Tuesday, No-
vember 2.  

By Supt. 
Jeremy Schmidt

Let The Good Times Roll
It’s been a while since 

my last column and I’ve got 
a lot on my mind. The spring 
and summer months have 
cruised on by and with Au-
tumn’s arrival, I’m finally 
starting to feel control and 
purpose are re-entering my 
life.

In the spring my wife 
sprung upon me a request for 
a divorce (I’m not appealing 
for pity) and just last month 
we sold our home we had 
been living in since 1995. 
Splitting up after nearly 30 
years is not an easy thing to 
overcome and with it has 
come a lot of life lessons.

Forgive me, but this lat-
est column will consist of 
fragmented downloads from 
my brain of lessons I’ve 
learned in the last half a year. 
You the reader, if you wish, 
can do your best to conjure 
the voice of the immortal, 
Andy Rooney for narrating 
the following excerpts:

What I’ve learned...
I’ve learned that 25+ 

years of hoarding stuff can 
come back to overwhelm you 
if you don’t tackle the heap 
every three or four years. If 
you’re not using it, get rid of 
it. Don’t wait until you have 
to empty your home or some-
one has to do it for you.

I’ve learned that pets 
can be more than just that, 
they can be your comfort, 
your confidant and your best 
friend.

I’ve learned that trusting 
someone with the simple task 

of plugging in and unplug-
ging an electrical device can 
cost you a freezer full of meat 
and frozen yum yums. Some-
times you need to do things 
for yourself.

I’ve learned that taking 
things for granted — such as 
one’s marriage or life-long 
friendships — can lead to a 
more crippling defeat than a 
missed field goal by a Vikings 
kicker. Steer clear of the Blair 
Walshes in your life.

I’ve learned that the 
simpler things in life — the 
singing of a bird, the sunsets 
over a lake, a hug and even 
the smell of puppy’s breath 
—  can bring joy, peace and 
contentment to one’s heart. 
Bacon does that too...

I’ve learned lately to 
more fully appreciate the 
companionships of friends 
and closeness of family and 
the learning to forgive and 
forget. Life is just too short to 
Argue, Fuss ‘n’ Fight.

I’ve learned that there is 
always a rainbow at the end 
of a storm and to get soaked 

just means I have to change 
my shirt, pants, socks and 
shoes. What’s underneath 
stays the same.

I’ve learned that being/
staying/getting healthy as one 
ages is one of the most critical 
things a person can do to fully 
enjoy one’s twilight years. 
Old age is not an ailment.

I’ve learned that there 
can be spells of quietness with 
God but that doesn’t mean he 
has abandoned me, but rather 
I may have abandoned Him. 
Get back in that circle of 
closeness.

I’ve learned that when 
one loses one’s parents, that 
once-fountain of knowledge, 
reception and reason has run 
dry like this summer’s lakes 
and rivers. Thirst continues.

I’ve learned that things 
we consider tragic or dire in 
our lives can sometimes pale 
in comparison to what others 
are going through. Sometimes 
the remedy is simply taking a 
chill pill.

I’ve learned that no mat-
ter what is going on in the 
world today whether it is a 
personal triumph or a pri-
vate heartache — or even a 
worldly catastrophe or un-
imaginable occurrence — the 
earth continues to turn and 
the second hand on the clock 
keeps winding. Time does not 
stop. Everything just contin-
ues to roll on infinitely.

I’ve also learned it’s 
okay to let the good times 
— as well as the bad times 
— roll.

By  Bill Morgan,
Staff Writer

Get Out to Vote!
(Editor’s Note: The fol-

lowing column was submitted 
by Big Lake Schools.)

As we approach the 
November 2 school bond 
referendum, I want to en-
courage you to vote!

The last major invest-
ment in facilities was in 
May of 2016. That school 
bond referendum vote had 
1,543 votes cast to improve 
school safety and security, 
expanding and improving 
playgrounds, improving 
fine arts and athletic facili-
ties, and installing ball field 
lighting. At the time, there 
were approximately 9,912 
registered voters in our 
district. Today, there are 
approximately 12,354 reg-
istered voters in our district 
boundaries. As superinten-
dent, I cannot advocate for 
or against the November 2 
ballot questions, but I can 
encourage voter turnout 
and provide facts about the 
upcoming special election.

The plan our Board of 
Education approved will re-
store and renew our school 
facilities for future gener-
ations, while maintaining 
fiscal responsibility. This 
plan will address crucial 
facility infrastructure proj-
ects that need to be com-

pleted in the upcoming 
years. As a district, we are 
committed to not raising 
taxes for our community, 
which means this bond ref-
erendum will have a $0 tax 
increase for our commu-
nity. If approved, this bond 
referendum will allow us to 
complete a number of proj-
ects including:

• Liberty Elementary’s 
roof. When constructed in 
2002, Liberty Elementary 
had a roof with a 15 year 
life span installed. The roof 
is now 18 years old and in 
need of replacement.

• Portions of the Mid-
dle School roof. Portions of 
the Middle School roof, in-
cluding the 1987 and 2001 
addition need replacing.

• Independence Ele-

mentary’s HVAC system. 
The 1981 HVAC system 
at Independence Elemen-
tary STEM is in need of 
replacement. This replace-
ment would include a better 
air quality handling system 
as well as air conditioning.

• Special Educa-
tion spaces at the Middle 
School. Special Education 
spaces at the Middle School 
were constructed in 1997 
and are in need of redesign 
to reflect the current learn-
ing needs of our students.

• Building control sys-
tems. Building control sys-
tems across the district are 
24 years old. The computer 
systems they operate on are 
no longer able to support 
the aging control panels.

I encourage everyone 
to make a plan to vote on or 
before November 2. Your 
vote is important and will 
help shape the future of our 
schools. And ultimately, 
investing in our school fa-
cilities is our community’s 
decision.

By Supt. 
Tim Truebenbach

KIFFMEYER to page 7
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NOW
HIRING

Apply at: 24614 US Hwy 71, Belgrade, MN 56312  
Email your resume to hiring@bayerbuilt.com

Bayer Built  
Woodworks, Inc., providing  
quality product and unparalleled service to 900  
dealers throughout the Midwest, is looking to fill the 
following positions:

• Route Drivers

Competitive pay and benefits, a  
positive and clean work environment, 
and opportunities to advance your  
career with a local company that 
continues to grow. 

$10,000  

Sign On Bonus

• OTR Drivers

BayerBuilt 09.18.21.indd   1BayerBuilt 09.18.21.indd   1 9/14/21   2:55 PM9/14/21   2:55 PM

THE WELLSTEAD OF ROGERS & 
DIAMONDCREST SENIOR LIVING

20600 S. DIAMOND LAKE RD, ROGERS

Stop by or visit WELLSTEADOFROGERS.COM

• LPN 
• PT Servers
• FT Resident AssT
• FT Laundry   
   Worker
• Cook
• HR Manager
• Activities  Asst
• FT Housekeeper

Now hiring for the 
following positions

BENEFITS AVAIL: Health, Dental, Vision,
Life, 401K, PTO, Tuition Reimbursement

All employees are required to be vaccinated against COVID-19

NOW HIRING
•• RESTAURANT/

FOOD COURT SUPERVISORS FT & PT 
Flexible Scheduling 

• FOOD COURT MANAGER – FT
Flexible Scheduling 

· SANDWICH & PIZZA CREATORS –  FT/PT
M-F Days - or evenings & weekends

· OVERNIGHT CASHIERS – FT & PT

Days or evenings & weekends

· CATERING ASSISTANTS – PT
Flexible Schedule

Employees enjoy benefits of food, gas, and gift shop discounts. 
We also offer options of medical, dental, company matching 401K, 

and paid time off. Come join a great team!

Candidates can apply in-person or online 
stacis@clearwatertravelplaza.com 
www.clearwatertravelplaza.com

320-558-2261

I-94 & Hwy 24, Clearwater, MN

· BAKERY PRODUCTION – PT & FT

· WEEKEND CUSTODIAN – PT

· DISHWASHERS – FT & PT

NOW HIRING
•• RESTAURANT/

FOOD COURT SUPERVISORS FT & PT 
Flexible Scheduling 

• FOOD COURT MANAGER – FT
Flexible Scheduling 

· SANDWICH & PIZZA CREATORS –  FT/PT
M-F Days - or evenings & weekends

· OVERNIGHT CASHIERS – FT & PT

Days or evenings & weekends

· CATERING ASSISTANTS – PT
Flexible Schedule

Employees enjoy benefits of food, gas, and gift shop discounts. 
We also offer options of medical, dental, company matching 401K, 

and paid time off. Come join a great team!

Candidates can apply in-person or online 
stacis@clearwatertravelplaza.com 
www.clearwatertravelplaza.com

320-558-2261

I-94 & Hwy 24, Clearwater, MN

· BAKERY PRODUCTION – PT & FT

· WEEKEND CUSTODIAN – PT

· DISHWASHERS – FT & PT

• M-F Day Sandwich Creators • 6pm-
2am Gas Station Cashiers • Quick Foods 
Cooks • Prep & Line Cooks • Food Court 
Cashiers • Restaurant Hosts • Catering 

Assistants • Bakery Production

 

 

Clear Lake Township 
-NOW HIRING- 

 

 

Township Clerk 
 

 

 

 
 

Download Job Application  
& Job Description at: 

www.clearlaketownship.org 
 

 

 

Get your ad in the Patriot today! 
 Call Carol or Mary at 763.275.0275

STOP IN FOR AN APPLICATION TODAY!

NOW HIRING

320-558-6565 
925 Shorty Street

Clearwater, MN 55320

Full Time Diesel Mechanics, Part Time 
Chrome Store Sales, FT/PT Truck Washers.

EOE

Options Inc. is hiring!
Supporting adults with disabilities!

We are looking to fill the following position:

Job Coach
Daytime hours M-F
Competetive Salary, Vacation.
Exceptional Benefits Including

FREE Employee Dental and Life Insurance
Apply today at: www.options-inc.org/career

Options, Inc. (EOE)

Apply in person, 1 mile east of Becker, 
137th left, 1/8 mile on left. 612-747-0163    

NOW HIRING!
KASOWSKI GROUP

SEASONAL HELP WITH HARVEST
• FARM LABOR • TRUCK DRIVERS

• FT EQUIPMENT OPERATOR • FT FARM MECHANIC

v 

 

Cargill is one of the largest, most diverse and most successful food companies in the world, 
and our purpose is to nourish the world in a safe, responsible and sustainable way. We 
prioritize our employees’ health and well-being, who are essential to the food supply chain. 
Our broad scale and scope allow you to take your career anywhere you’d like; providing you 
with new opportunities for you to grow, develop and make an impact on the future of our 
business. Choose Cargill and take your opportunity to thrive! 
 

Cargill is NOW HIRING 
Production Employees in 
Monticello and Big Lake! 

 

 

 
Propel your  
career.  
Embrace new 
opportunities. 
Achieve great 
things.  

 

Compensation 
& Benefits: 

 

$1,500 Sign-On Bonus! 
Starting Pay:  
1st Shift – $17.00+ /hour  
2nd Shift – $18.00+ /hour 
3rd Shift – $20.05+ /hour 
 
Health Insurance (Medical, Dental & Vision)  
Paid Vacation Time & Holidays 
On-The-Job Training 
Overtime Potential 
Tuition Reimbursement 
Career Development Opportunities 
401(k) With Company Match 
Life Insurance & Short-Term Disability 
 

Cargill is an Equal Opportunity Employer, including Disability/Vet. 

Apply Online Today! 
 

 

Visit: cargill.com/Monticello-mn  or   cargill.com/Biglake-mn     
 

Scan the QR 
code with your 
smart device 
to apply!                                                            

CASHIER/DELI  ASSOCIATE

Deli Plus
BECKER

Come join our Spectacular Team!

Shell

APPLY IN 

PERSON!

Part time morning shifts. 
4am-12 noon weekdays, 5:30am-2pm Sat. & Sun. 

Includes every other weekend. 
Must be 18 years or older. We welcome retirees.

NOW HIRING for Big Lake, 
Buffalo & surrounding area sites 

To apply online visit:
www.divinehouse.org or call (320) 231-2738

328 SW 5th Street, Willmar, MN 56201

Starting pay $14 and up for awake hours FT & PT with
afternoon/evening shifts. Asleep overnights $10.08/hr. Experience working 
with people with disabilities or background in medical field and supervisory 

experience helpful but not necessary. 

We believe that all people have the right to live and work in an environment which provides them 
with pride, self-respect, friendships, and the opportunity to achieve success while realizing that 
success is defined differently for everyone. We feel that our job is to offer friendship, security, 

and guidance to those we serve.

We’re hiring Float 
Caregivers with 
enhanced wages!

Search jobs and apply online at 
jobs.thementornetwork.com

Make a difference 
for individuals 
with disabilities 
as a Float 
Caregiver. And 
right now, we’re 
offering enhanced 
wages!

Find us at 
www.expresspros.com/

stcloudmn

NOW HIRING FOR 
BLUESTEM DISTRIBUTION!

“Apply Today, Work Tomorrow!” 
Call 320-251-1038

Find us at: www.expresspros.com/stcloudmn

- picking
- shipping & receiving
- material handlers

- packinG
- forklift
...And more!

FT hours - 1st & 2nd shift, with OT. Work with a team where members are valued!

ask about the $2,000 bonus! Apply today for:

New Pay 
Rate for 

2021
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Employment

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES 

 Direct Support Staff 
 Operations Program Director 
 Mental Health Specialist 
 Mental Health Program Director 

 
Dungarvin has Residential Homes across the St. Cloud Area with 
positions are available in Foley, Monticello, Clear Lake and Sauk 

Rapids! 
 

We have weekly hiring events! 
 

Not from Around here? We have opportunities across MN from Grand Rapids to 
Rochester along with 13 other states.  Visit our career page to find out more about 

positions close to you ! 

Do you desire to makes someone smile 
each day?   

Do you have a passion to engage others ?  
Are you searching for purposeful work 
with opportunities to grow within the 

company?   

Join Our Team! 
Take the first step towards enjoying your journey! 
Apply online today: www.dungarvincareers.com 

 
   
651-699-6050 
 
  www.facebook.com/dungarvin 

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES 

 Direct Support Staff 
 Operations Program Director 
 Mental Health Specialist 
 Mental Health Program Director 

 
Dungarvin has Residential Homes across the St. Cloud Area with 
positions are available in Foley, Monticello, Clear Lake and Sauk 

Rapids! 
 

We have weekly hiring events! 
 

Not from Around here? We have opportunities across MN from Grand Rapids to 
Rochester along with 13 other states.  Visit our career page to find out more about 

positions close to you ! 

Do you desire to makes someone smile 
each day?   

Do you have a passion to engage others ?  
Are you searching for purposeful work 
with opportunities to grow within the 

company?   

Join Our Team! 
Take the first step towards enjoying your journey! 
Apply online today: www.dungarvincareers.com 

 
   
651-699-6050 
 
  www.facebook.com/dungarvin 

POSITIONS START AT $14.50/HR! 
DAYS, EVES & OVERNIGHTS AVAIL.

FT AND PT!  
• Direct Support Staff 
• Mental Health Specialist 
Dungarvin provides supports in a Residential 
Group Home setting to individuals with physical 
and mental disabilities.  We have over 160 pro-
grams across MN including: Foley, St Cloud, Sauk 
Rapids, Monticello, Clear Lake and many more!! 

Join Our Team! 
Take the first step towards enjoying your journey! 
Apply online today: www.dungarvincareers.com 

651-699-6050
www.facebook.com/dungarvin

REGISTERED 
NURSE (PT)

to assist in 
transitioning basic 

home care agency to a 
comprehensive home 

care agency. Must 
be able to assist in 

finalizing service plan, 
policies & procedures 

manual, as well as 
training and oversight 
of home care workers. 

Flexible hours. 
612-978-5132.
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By Katherine Cantin,
Staff Writer
Reporter.Katie@PatriotNewsMN.com

SCAT (Sherburne 
County Association of 
Townships) met again for 
the second time this year. 
They dicussed issues and 
resources across the county. 

County Attorney
County attorney Kath-

leen Heaney has requested 
that all the county town-
ships submit their ordi-
nances that can be enforced 
by the county to the attor-
ney’s office. This allows 
the attorney to have the 
ordinance on record should 
there ever be an instance 
where the township wishes 
to prosecute a violator. She 
said the townships are wel-
come to go with another at-
torney, but won’t find one 
to do it for a lower price. 

She reminded the as-
sembled supervisors that 
petty misdemeanors are still 
being processed, they hav-
en’t simply gone away. The 
courts are getting through 
the backlog of cases that 
resulted from the COVID-
19 epidemic.

County Updates
Several representatives 

from the county level of 
government updated the su-
pervisors on projects within 
the county. 

The County has a busi-
ness relief fund going for 
area businesses funded by 

ARPA. They have fewer 
applicants for this program 
than they did for their origi-
nal business relief program, 
which they took as a good 
sign, showing businesses 
were coming back and not 
needing as much assistance. 

They recognized that 
childcare was an issue for 
individuals trying to get 
back to work, as many 
stayed home during the 
pandemic. They noted that 
free childcare would be 
provided to parents who 
had business at the govern-
ment building during the 
duration of their visit. 

Broadband is continu-
ing to be rolled out across 
the county. The county rep-
resentatives encouraged the 
supervisors to work closely 
with the county in order to 
get service to those who 
need it, as the greatest lack 
of service is in the more 
rural areas of the townships. 

They also discussed 
the Hwy. 169 project plan. 
A video outlining the proj-
ect can be found on the city 
of Elk River’s website. The 
project is expected to take 
about three years to com-
plete, and could dramati-
cally impact the area and 

the commutes of locals. 
The project will begin April 
2022. 

Legislation
Sen. Andrew Mathews 

attended the meeting, and 
brought the regards of Rep. 
Shane Mekeland, who was 
unable to attend due to 
having shingles. Mathews 
gave out a pamphlet with 
an overview of the latest 
legislative session and con-
tact information to those 
in attendance, encouraging 
audience members to reach 
out to him with any con-
cerns. 

Redistricting is cur-
rently taking place, and un-
fortunately there is no way 
to know where lines will 
fall until a map is presented 
to the legislation. Mathews 
said he hoped to continue to 
be able to serve Sherburne 
County, as possibly be 
able to govern more of the 
county in the future.

In Other Business,
the Association:
• Discussed other road 

projects in the county, in-
cluding the ongoing bridge 
project;

• Elected officers for 
the group;

• Increased the pay 
scale for the association 
clerk.

SCAT heard a presentation from the Minnesota Association of Townships 
(MAT). (Photo by Katherine Cantin.)

SCAT disscusses county issues

By Katherine Cantin,
Staff Writer
Reporter.Katie@PatriotNewsMN.com

During Tuesday’s 
meeting, the Sherburne 
County Commissioners 
heard the annual update for 
the Northstar line and had a 
tough discussion about the 
future of the passenger line.

The Northstar rider-
ship dropped by about 95% 
during the height of the 
pandemic. As a response, 
services have been cut back 
significantly, with only two 
rides each direction being 
offered every day. Metro 
transit expected that rider-
ship would come back to 
more normal levels after 
Labor Day, but found the 
Northstar’s return to be 
delayed due to the Delta 
Variant.

Despite cutting staff 
to save costs, the metro 
transit authorities do not 
anticipate a full return, in-
cluding weekend trips, any-
time soon, especially since 
Anoka county has not yet 
paid their share for the ser-
vice for the second half of 
2021.

Commissioner Felix 
Schmiesing was concerned 
that the Northstar rail would 
never be able to recover or 

return from COVID-19. He 
wanted to discuss the fea-
sibility of continuing oper-
ations. Commissioner Lisa 
Fobbe agreed that the num-
bers never came near what 
the commissioners had 
hoped to see when the proj-
ect was first started. The 
metro transit authorities 
agreed as well, saying that 
they expected ridership to 
never return to pre-COVID 
levels, and there needed to 
be a discussion between all 
interested parties to discuss 
the situation.

U of M Extension
Stearn, Benton, and 

Morrison counties have 
had an agreement for many 
years to collaborate together 
regarding the University 
of Minnesota Extension, 
in order to pay for experts 
in agriculture, animal hus-
bandry, and other areas to 
serve the community. Most 
counties will pay for one 
position from the extension, 
and that person has to serve 
various fields such as these. 
The three-county partner-
ship is different in that they 
all chip in to pay for several 
experts to serve all three 
counties with a greater level 
of expertise. 

Recently, the three 
counties approached Sher-

burne to offer a position in 
the partnership. A represen-
tative from the U of M ex-
tension office presented the 
partnership, and brought 
along Carla Mertz from 
Ironshow Farms, who is 
from the extension’s Farm 
Family of the Year. Mertz 
noted that she has person-
ally used the extension’s 
services when she and her 
family were first setting up 
their farm. She also noted 
that many individuals from 
the community have con-
tacted her about setting up 
a home farm and raising an-
imals, some of which were 
referred to her directly from 
the county commissioners, 
and while she said she was 
honored to help these in-
dividuals, she believed the 
experts from the extension 
office would be an amazing 
resource for the community 
to utilize. 

The extension repre-
sentative said Sherburne 
County was welcome to 
join, and she thought it was 
a good opportunity, but she 
wanted the commissioners 
to be fully on board with 
the project, since the part-
nership has gone so well for 
many years and they don’t 
want to see a partner who’s 
not fully committed enter 

the partnership. 
The commission-

ers debated the decision. 
Commissioner Tim Dolan 
said he was unsure about 
the justification for spend-
ing the money to enter the 
partnership. He wanted to 
see data showing the need 
for the services, which the 
extension was unable to 
provide, since they collect 
information based on the 
region, but not necessarily 
by the county. Schmiesing 
agreed that if all the com-
missioners weren’t com-
mitted, they should hold off 
until more information is 
available. 

The extension repre-
sentative said she would get 
the information to the com-
missioners, but she needed 
to have a final answer soon.

The commissioners 
said they would discuss 
again soon.

Permitting
Planning and zoning 

has had a series of issues 
with their permitting sys-
tem since they implemented 
it in 2015. Since then, they 
have made adjustments and 
fixes to make the system 
fit their needs. They were 
recently informed by the 
product vendor that some of 
the changes the department 

wanted to make would 
not be possible without an 
expensive upgrade to the 
system, costing between 
$100,000-200,000, and the 
county would further have 
to pay to develop the exact 
service they wanted. Of 
course, staff from planning 
and zoning thought this 
was an excessive amount 
to pay for a product that 
didn’t seem to really fit 
their needs in the first 
place. After exploring and 
researching other options, 
they approached the com-
missioners to ask for a re-
quest for proposal for other 
companies to bid to provide 
the permitting service. 

In Other Business,
the Board:
• Did their annual re-

view of the fee schedule;
• Switched over to 

Google Docs (AO Docs) 
for their online document 
system;

• Held their ditch au-
thority meeting;

• Discussed a settle-
ment during a closed ses-
sion, and agreed to pay 
$75,000.

Commissioners discuss Northstar future

Submitted article

(Editor’s Note: The fol-
lowing article was submit-
ted by Wright County.)

Brian Lutes, Wright 
County Attorney, convened 
a grand jury last week to 
investigate the February 9, 
2021, shooting at the Al-
lina Clinic in Buffalo, 
Minnesota, re-
sulting in the 
tragic death 
of Lindsay 
Overbay. 
G r e g o r y 
Paul Ul-
rich was 
the tar-
get of the 
grand jury 
inquiry as the 
person respon-
sible for the mass 
shooting that also resulted 
in significant injuries to 
four other persons. 

On Friday, October 
8, 2021, the grand jury in-
dicted Gregory Paul Ulrich 
for first degree premedi-
tated murder for the death 
of Lindsay Overbay, four 
counts of first degree at-
tempted premeditated mur-

der in connection with the 
other four persons shot by 
Ulrich at the clinic, and 
discharge of an explosive 
device for the bombs deto-
nated by Ulrich at the clinic. 
Ulrich appeared in court 
Oct. 11 on the indictment. 
Bail remains at $5,000,000 
with restrictive conditions 
that require GPS monitor-

ing or $10,000,000 
without condi-

tions. Ulrich 
c o n t i n u e s 
to be de-
tained in 
the Wright 
County Jail 
on the or-

dered bail. 
Ulrich is 

scheduled for 
his next court ap-

pearance on Monday, 
October 18, 2021. Brian 
Lutes was slowed in seek-
ing this indictment while 
awaiting a determination 
that Ulrich was competent 
to proceed. Ulrich’s com-
petency was determined on 
August 11, 2021, allowing 
Lutes to convene a grand 
jury.

Grand Jury Indicts 
Ulrich (Allina 

Health shooter) On 
Multiple Counts

making changes to en-
sure our districts are being 
properly represented. 

Reopening 
Rural Services
Throughout the pan-

demic, services such as 
Department of Vehicle 
Services (DVS) locations 
were shut down, inherently 
impacting rural districts 
the most. Last week, my 
colleagues and I sent a let-
ter to the Commissioner of 
Public Safety to demand a 
series of locations be re-
opened. During Session, 
the legislature appropriated 
millions of dollars for a 
dedicated account to cover 
the costs of providing these 
services, and our taxpayers 
deserve to conveniently use 
what they are paying for. 
Members of the legislature 
and Minnesotans across the 
state are waiting eagerly to 
hear from the Department 
of Public Safety on when 
these locations will reopen 
and why it has taken so 
long to get to this point.

I would be happy to 
hear from you on these or 
any other legislative is-
sues you have. I am always 
available through email at 
Sen.Mary.Kiffmeyer@Sen-
ate.MN or you can call me 
at 651-296-5655.

KIFFMEYER from page 5
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The course at Lib-
erty Trails in Big Lake 
was the site for the  2021 
Mississippi 8 Conference 
Cross-Country Champion-
ships Tuesday afternoon.  

The weather was near 
ideal as the teams from 
Becker, Big Lake, Cam-
bridge-Isanti, Chisago 
Lakes, Monticello, North 
Branch, Princeton, and St. 
Francis competed for team 
championships and all-con-
ference honors.  

This meet also marked 
the last meet for Big Lake’s 
middle school and junior 
varsity teams.  

“It has been an abso-
lutely fabulous season thus 
far, our team has grown and 
improved throughout this 
season,” said Head Coach 
Todd Trutna. “I want to 
thank all those runners that 
finished their season today.  
The coaches are so proud of 
all of you and thank you for 
your hard work and dedica-
tion.”

The boys’ varsity con-
tinued their battle with 
their rivals from across 
the river.  Both teams are 
ranked highly in state Class 
AA with Big Lake second 
and Monticello third. After 
running against each other 
five times this season, the 
schools are very familiar 
with each other.  

Big Lake came out on 
top by three points to win 
the team conference title.  
Big Lake repeated as con-
ference champs as they also 

won the championship last 
year over Monticello by 
one point.    

“Given the size of the 
meet, we knew this would 
be a tough test for the 
boys,” said Trutna.  “We 
didn’t run our best race, but 
we did the little things to 
get the victory.”  

Individually, Owen 
Layton finished second, 
Chirstian Noble third, Kade 
Layton fifth, and Jack Leuer 
was sixth.  All five garnered 
Mississippi 8 All-Confer-
ence Honors.  

“It’s pretty amazing to 
place four runners in the top 
six in a conference of this 
quality,” said Big Lake’s 
coach.  “It is a testament 
to how hard these guys run 
during track and the sum-
mer.”  

David Guyse and 
Tannon Jacobson earned 

Honorable  Ment ion 
All-Conference honors 
with their 17th and 23rd 
place finishes.  

“It was a very tight 
race at the end and David 
made a surge and picked up 
a couple points right at the 
finish,” Trutna said.  

Luke Hugo and Carter 
Erickson rounded out the 
varsity squad with 29th and 
38th place finishes.

The ever improving 
girls’ varsity showed tre-
mendous improvement 
from their race on this same 
course from earlier in the 
year.  

“It took a few meets 
for us to get our legs back 
under us this season,” said 
Trutna of the girls team.  
“Once they got back into 
‘race’ mode, our times 
started to improve.”  

Trutna said this year 

was a bit of a transition for 
these girls as they lost five 
members off of the team’s 
section team from last year.  

“Several of the younger 
runners have stepped up 
to fill that void,” he said.  
“This team will continue to 
become more competitive 
over the next couple sea-
sons.”  

Emille Doperalski was 
the lead Hornet in 27th 
place, improving by 1:15 
from the start of the year.  
Erin Kjellberg and Cambell 
Slattery were next across 
the line, both improving 
by over five minutes from 
the same course at the start 
of the year.  Grace Heider 
and Jax Ages were the final 
two scorers for Big Lake.  
Samantha Burton, Rylie 
Ostrom, and Olivia Potter  
also improved by several 
minutes as well.  

“It is so great to see the 
growth and improvement 
over the season,” Trutna 
said.

Leading the JV squad 
was senior Matthew Den-
zen.  His 15th place finish 
helped pace the Hornets to 
a third place team finish.  
Most of the boy’s JV run-
ners averaged a two minute 
improvement from the start 
of the season.  Gavin Vold, 
Adiel Cisneros, Jonah 
Overby, and Oliver Aron-
son rounded out the scorers.  

The girls’ JV team also 
finished third.   They were 
led by Jadyn Rust, Georgia 
Morris, Nicole Rempel, and 
Sophia Tienter.  All placed 
in the top 30.

The middle school 
boys and girls had solid 
races to end their season. 
Brynn Scheer and Pai-
ton Ganley were the top 
MS girl finishers.  Alton 
Ahamed and Gavin Flavin 
went 4-5 in the boys’ race 
and helped the Hornets to 
a third place team finish.  
Trent Erickson ran a solid 
race to place inside the top 
20 as well.  

“Several of these 
eighth grade boys will be 
pushing to earn a varsity 
spot next year,” Trutna 
said. “It will be exciting to 
see everyone’s growth over 
the next few seasons.” 

Up Next 
The Hornet varsity 

teams head to Becker 
Thurs., Oct. 28 for the Sec-
tion 5AA Championship.

Hornet boys CC repeat as conference champions

MEMBERS OF THE HORNET BOYS CC TEAM posed for photos with their conference trophy after competing on home turf 
Tuesday against seven foes from the M-8. (Submitted Photo)

By Katherine Cantin,
Staff Writer
Reporter.Katie@PatriotNewsMN.com

Last weekend, the Big 
Lake Cheerleading team 
had an excellent showing 
at the fourth annual Farm-
ington Hocus Pocus Cheer 
Championship. Both the 
Varsity and the Varsity 
Gameday teams took first 
place in their respective 
competitions.

“Both teams gave ev-
erything and left it all on 
the mat!” said Coach Derek 
Nelson.

The varsity team took 
first place, followed by sec-
ond place Dassel-Cokato, 
third place, Chanhassen, 
and fourth place Champlin 
Park.

The varsity game day 
team was followed by sec-

ond place Farmington, third 
place Dassel-Cokato, fourth 
place Eagan, and fifth place 
Chanhassen. 

This weekend, both 
teams will be competing in 
their regional competition. 
Hosted in Minnetonka, 
which includes competing 
for a bid to the national 
competition, which takes 
place in February.

Nov. 13, the team will 
be hosting their Stinger 
Spirit Competition, where 
both varsity teams will per-
form, as will mascot Buzz 
the Hornet, junior varsity, 
and the C-Squad team. 

THE BIG LAKE VARSITY CHEERLEADING TEAM took first place in both the varsity and varsity gameday competitions at 
Farmington last weekend. (Submitted photo.)

BL Cheerleaders take first at Farmington

not be able to provide some 
of their fun programs, like 
Dollipops and Dave’s Big 
Fun Show, to the commu-
nities.”

Because of the pan-
demic, last year libraries 
were unable to host in-per-
son programs. The Becker 
and Big Lake FOL groups 
purchased supplies for nu-
merous take-and-make 
home craft kits for patrons 
to enjoy in their place. 
Funds are raised mainly 
through book sales.

“All of the books we 
sell during our book sales 
have been donated,” said 
Big Lake President Deb 
Manion. “Along with the 
sales, we also use the book 
donations to fill the Little 
Free Libraries around town, 
as well as donating books 
to the prison in Elk River. 
During COVID we made 
up craft bags that each in-
cluded a book that we gave 
to the food shelf to hand out 
to kids.” 

Big Lake’s FOL group 
also keeps carts in the li-
brary supplied with books 
available for purchase and 
sells some of the books and 
other materials on eBay. 
For example, they recently 
received a donation of 400 
classical music CDs that 
they’ve placed on the site.

The Clearwater Area 
FOL have long been a part 
of the history of the Clear-
water Library. Even before 
they became an official 
FOL group, they were the 
initial force behind bring-
ing the library to Clearwa-
ter. Since that time they’ve 
supported the library in a 
variety of ways.

“Basically, most of 
what you see at the library, 
other than computers and 
materials, has been donated 
by the Friends,” said Clear-
water FOL President Mary 
Torgersen. “This has been 
made possible through var-
ious fundraising events and 
support from local busi-
nesses and residents.”

Clearwater’s FOL 
group also pays for many 
of the summer and winter 
reading programs and oper-
ates Chapter 2 Book Store 
from which they sell used 
books that have been do-
nated. 

“We are incredibly 
grateful to our Clearwater 
Area Friends of the Li-
brary,” said Shelly Kuelbs, 
Clearwater library services 
coordinator. “Their contri-
butions of time and fund-
raising have helped make 
the Clearwater Library an 
inviting space. We also 
benefit from their role as 
ambassadors in the com-
munity. Whether they’re 
helping promote the library 
at an outreach event or pur-
chasing prizes for our sum-
mer reading program, their 
dedication to the commu-
nity and the library shines.”

All money raised by 
the FOL groups goes to 
benefit their community li-
braries. 

The Becker, Big Lake, 
and Clearwater/Clear Lake 
FOL groups are always 
looking for new members. 
Anyone interested in join-
ing, or just learning more 
about FOL, is encouraged 
to inquire at their local li-
brary. 

LIBRARIES from page 1

By Penny Leuthard,
Contributing Writer

Along with other 
agenda items, during their 
October meeting the Lyn-
den Twp. Board of Super-
visors discussed a number 
of road issues.

Road Report
An informational 

meeting was held for 
property owners who own 
property within the drain-
age system of Stearns Co. 
Ditch 10. Proposed work 
on the ditch is estimated at 
$20,000 as part of a 2022 
rebuild of Co. Rd. 44. 
Benefited property owners 
are responsible for paying 
a share of any costs in-
curred by the system.

Supervisor Dennis 
Niemi presented two 
quotes for repairs to 200th 
St. A motion carried ac-
cepting the MN Paving 
quote of $28,250.

The township re-
ceived a complaint about 
sprinkler heads being 
installed in the right-of-
away off Lake Maria 
Rd. by a property owner; 
Niemi confirmed the in-
stallation. The board rec-
ommended the heads be 
removed, Niemi will fol-
low up with the property 
owner.

The township re-
ceived a property line 
complaint on Hubble Rd., 
with an adjoining property 
owner concerned about a 
setback and fence. After 
reviewing. the township 

will send to Township 
Building Inspector Nancy 
Scott. Johnson will follow 
up.

Scott Wilcox ap-
proached the board to 
request a right of way 
permit for his property on 
Dover Rd. He requested 
the township issue a per-
mit that will allow him to 
install a new well approx-
imately six feet into the 
township right-of-way off 
Dover Rd.

A motion carried to 
deny the permit until the 
petitioner exhausts all ad-
ministrative remedies with 
the State. Wilcox asked 
the township to hold on to 
his permit application and 
check until further notice.

A driveway inquiry 
was received from Dylan 
Nelson, who is looking to 
plat a two-acre parcel of 
his parent’s land on Dover 
Rd. He was directed to 
the driveway/approach 
permit application on the 
township’s website. Once 
the application is received 
Niemi will do a site visit. 
Chairman Dave Johnson 
recommended the permit 
be contingent of the split-
ting of the parcel. 

Other Business
James Klaverkamp 

approached the board to 
amend his rezoning re-
quest on his Co. Rd. 44 
property 40-acre parcel 
from A-40 to R-10. A 
motion carried amending 
the request and sending it 
back to the Planning Com-

mission.
Barry Hample, neigh-

bor of a Woods Edge 
Road property owner, 
approached the board to 
inquire about plans for 
the owner to build a 50’ 
x 100’ shed along with a 
40’ x 80’ shouse on the 
property. After discuss-
ing zoning ordinances and 
the neighborhood cove-
nant, it was indicated the 
township has no authority 
regarding property cove-
nants.

A representative from 
a trucking company that 
inquired about turning a 
property they’re purchas-
ing along Edison Cr. into 
a parking lot was advised 
to contact Stearns Co. En-
vironmental Services as 
the issue isn’t a township 
matter.

A motion carried to 
extend the outdoor stor-
age screen compliance 
deadline from Restoration 
& Construction Service 
LLC to June 15, 2022.

The fire contract with 
the City of Clearwater was 
tabled until November in 
order to give the board 
time to review related 
correspondence from the 
township lawyer.

The next Lynden 
Twp. meeting will be 
Nov. 1 at 7 p.m.

Lynden Twp. discusses road issues



By Mark Kolbinger,
Contributing Writer

Despite an overachiev-
ing, valiant effort, Coach 
Nate Bucher and his Becker 
Bulldog girls tennis team 
came up just short of a state 
tournament berth and fin-
ished in second place in last 
weekend’s Section 8AA 
tennis tournament.  Becker 
dispatched the East Grand 
Forks (EGF) Green Wave 
in the section semifinals by 
a score of 5-2, before fall-
ing to Bemidji 4-3 in the 
Section Finals.

“I’m so proud of the 
way the girls played these 
last few matches. We had a 
lot of work to do in build-
ing a cohesive team with 
so much inexperience com-
peting at the varsity level,” 
said Bucher. “The girls kept 
working hard and really 
started to mesh well when 
the time counted.”

Blue Downs Green
In the semifinal match 

against EGF, Becker came 
out of the gates strong and 
never looked back in pick-
ing up five match wins.

Maddie Moe was 
dominant in her #1 singles 
match, winning 6-0, 6-3 
and teammate Ayla Brown 
showed determination 
down the stretch for a 6-2, 
7-5 win at the #2 spot.  Dani 
Nuest picked up the final 

singles win with a 6-4, 6-1 
win in the #3 match.

In the doubles matches, 
Becker picked up wins in 
the #1 and #1 matches.  
Jazlyn Toedter and Julia 
Peterson defeated the #1 
team from EGF by scores 
of 6-4, 6-0, while Kennedy 
Drehmel and Lily Ander-
son were winners in a close 
match, 7-6, 4-6, 6-3.

Lumberjacks
Becker would go on to 

face the Bemidji Lumber-
jacks in an extremely close 
match that would determine 
who advanced to the state 
tournament. Overall, it was 
an extremely close match, 
as the Bulldogs were the 
first team in Section play 
to give the Lumberjacks a 
scare. Bemidji went to the 
finals with a 7-0 win over 
Fergus Falls, a 5-2 win over 
Perham and a 6-1 win over 
St. Cloud Tech.

Becker detested Will-
mar 6-1, Foley 4-3 and then 
EGF to make it to the title 
match.

Moe again proved her 
worth to the team, as she 
scored a 6-1, 7-6 win over 
the top Bemidji player.

“The biggest upset was 
Maddie Moe winning at #1 
singles versus Savannah 
Haugen, the singles favorite 
and eventual champion in 
the individual tournament,” 
said Bucher. “Throughout 

the match, the girls played 
up to their competition and 
really saw some of the best 
performances of the year.”

Overall, the Bulldogs 
were again tough in the 
singles events, with Brown 
winning 6-2, 6-4 in the #2 
spot, while Nuest was again 
victorious 6-1, 6-3.

In the doubles matches, 
Becker was unable to come 
up with a win to give the 
team the ticket to the state 
tournament.

Despite falling short, 
Bucher was extremely 
proud of his squad.

“Though we came 
up short of going to state, 
this team played like well 
seasoned competitors and 
continued to fight until 
the end,” Bucher said.  
“Even when the match had 
been decided, Maddie kept 
playing her heart out. “

Bucher’s team will 
miss several seniors from 
this year’s squad, but re-
turns a wealth of experi-
ence that should make the 
Bulldogs a team to watch 
next fall.

“The tears will come, 
but at least we have some 
hardware to put up, even if 
it’s second,” Bucher said.  
“We’ll miss our Seniors 
Jazlyn Toedter, Maddie 
Moe, and Faith Gott, but 
they continued to cultivate 
a culture on our tennis team 

of competitiveness, hard 
work, and high standard of 
character.”

Individuals
While the close team 

competition captured the 
attention of the tennis fans, 
there was also the individ-
ual tournament matches to 
entertain the Bulldog faith-
ful.

Moe came in seeded 
as the south sub-section 
#1 player and quickly dis-
patched her Perham oppo-

nent, 6-0, 6-1. In the second 
round, she fell to Katrina 
Hansen, of Moorhead, 6-1, 
6-3. From there, Moe was 
redirected to the third place 
match where she fell to An-
nandale’s Faith Simon, 6-3, 
6-0. For her efforts, Moe 
finished in fourth place in 
the section.

For the individual dou-
bles competition, Brown 
and Nuest teamed up for a 
comeback win against their 
EGF opponent in the first 

round, 4-6, 6-3, 6-2. From 
there, they fell to the even-
tual champions from Thief 
River Falls, 6-2, 3-6, 6-2.

Next up was the third 
place match, where they 
again scored a win, 6-3, 
7-5. That win set up a true 
second place match against 
the #1 team from St. Cloud 
Tech with a state tourna-
ment berth on the line. In 
this one, the dynamic duo 
from Becker fell 6-0, 6-3 to 
finish in third place. 
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Coat Drive & Coffee

November 2, 8 a.m.-11 a.m.
Becker Chamber Office
Membership Meeting

November 17, Noon
Becker Community Center

Membership Meeting
October 26, 11:30 a.m.

Middle School, Bring ID
School Special election

November 2, 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Becker City Hall-All Precincts

Clearwater Travel Plaza
Oct. 31 - All Day

6 trick-or-treat stations giving 
away FREE kids cones
Clearwater Library
October 25, ages 2-10

Halloween Crafts
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Gloria Vande Brake
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Info@BigLakeChamber.com

Glenna Soenneker
320-267-4361

GSoenneker@GMail.com

If you would like more information on any of these events or if you would like 
to become a member of these organizations please reach out to them:

Keller Lake Commons in Big Lake, now an Assisted Living Community 
offering full apartments ranging from 644 to 956 square feet. Cable is 

included in rents for private pay and GRH renters. Accepting EW and CADI. 
For more information please contact Nicole Gilder, Housing Director at 

763-263-2363 or check us out online at www.kellerlakecommons.com

THE BECKER TENNIS TEAM managed smiles across the board after securing the second place trophy last weekend in the 
Section 8AA girls tennis tournament. (Submitted photo.)

Bulldog tennis just misses state tourney berth

Youth football gets surprise visit from varsity

THURSDAY AFTER THE BULLDOG TEAM SUPPER, some Becker Youth football players were surprised by a visit from some 
of the varsity football players. (SUbmitted Photo)

By Bill Morgan
Editor/Staff Writer
Reporter.Bill@PatriotNewsMN.com

Carter Callahan scored 
three times and the Bull-
dogs held off the Eagles 
of St. Cloud Apollo last 
Friday night to improve to 
7-0 and capture the North 
Central White District title.

Callahan dominated 
the ground game as he 
racked up 113 yards on 18 
carries and Becker came 
out on top, 23-18.

In the first quarter, 
Becker and St. Cloud 
shared TD scores when 
Callahan scored on a five-
yard run and Zach Bengt-
son came on and stayed 
consistent with a chip shot 
XP. The Eagles  responded 
when QB Andrew Karls 
found Will Allenspach 
from 20 yards out to make 
it 7-6. Apollo went for a 
two-point conversion to try 
and capture the lead, but 
failed.

Callahan again scored, 
this time in the second 
quarter as he rambled in 
from the six. Becker de-
cided to go for two and the 
attempt was unsuccessful 
so the score was 13-6 for 
most of the rest of the half. 
However, Bengtson con-
verted on a 24-yard field 
goal late in the first half to 
put Becker up 16-6 heading 
into the final 24 minutes.

Becker would build on 
their lead when Callahan 
again scored, this time from 
just a yard out and Becker 
found themselves up 23-6 
at the start of the third.

The Eagles made the 
game interesting as they 
were able to score two 
times in the third — once 
on a Karls pass to Mach 
Ruot from nine yards out 
and a Karls scramble from 
five yards out. What killed 
Apollo was they were un-

successful on both two-
point attempts as Becker’s 
defense stiffened.

And that defense 
stayed stiff for the fourth 
quarter as no points were 
tallied and Becker walked 
away with their seventh win 
of the year.

QB Ryan Bengtson 
was six-for-12 through the 
air for 132 yards and one 
interception. His top target 
was Callahan, who reeled 
in two passes for 57 yards 
— averaging 28.5 yards a 
catch.

Karls was Becker’s 
biggest thorn as he was 
12-for-30 passing for 129 
yards and two TDs and was 
also the Eagle’s top rusher 
with 99 yards on 32 carries 
and one score.

Becker’s Ian Barau had 
five tackles on defense and 
one sack. Julius Nyakundi 
had seven tackles and one 
assist.

Bulldogs beat Apollo, improve to 7-0

BECKER FULLBACK CARTER CALLAHAN (MIDDLE) scored three times and rambled for 113 yards on 18 carries in Becker’s 
road win over St. Cloud Apollo last Friday night, 23-18. (Photo by Sara Waytashek)

By Bill Morgan
Editor/Staff Writer
Reporter.Bill@PatriotNewsMN.com

Senior captain and 
running back Carter Cal-
lahan was named Player 
of the Game in Becker’s 
win over  Apollo Friday 
night.

Carter had 200 yards 
of offense and scored all 
three of Becker’s touch-
downs.

Coach Dwight Lun-
deen said, “Carter has 
played well in all of our 
games.  He is a major fac-
tor in our team being un-
defeated.”

Liberty Paper 
Player of the Week

CARTER CALLAHAN  was 
named Liberty Paper Player of 
the Game for his performance in 
the Oct. 15 game against St. Cloud 
Apollo. (Submitted Photo)

LONG TIME RESIDENT IS GIFTED SPECIAL QUILT. Kenny Beehler is the kind  of 
guy who is usually doing the giving. He is a very hard worker who always goes 
above and beyond. Kenny has been employed at Centra Sota for over 30 years 
and has been very active in the community. He reluctantly took a leave of absence 
from his job recently, as he is battling cancer. Beehler was on the receiving end of 
a touching gift at the Apollo vs Becker football game Friday, Oct. 15th. Two of Bee-
hler’s sons are football coaches for Apollo. Michael Beehler is the head coach and 
Kevin Beehler is the assistant coach. In an especially touching tribute, the Apollo 
team chose to gift Kenny Beehler with a special quilt at Fridays game as part of 
their annual cancer awareness program.(Submitted photo.)

BREAKING NEWS!
The Bulldogs took on Willmar Wednesday in their final regular season game and 

won their eighth game to remain undefeted! Check back next week for the full story!
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• Ditching • Dozing • Driveways • Building Pads • Tiling • Water & Power Line Digging 

• Trucking • Food Plots • Hunting Land Establishment • 54’ Telescopic Lift Work • Will Travel

ImholteExcavationAndTrucking@Yahoo.com   Licensed, Bonded and Insured

12287 Hancock St. Becker
Sunday – Thursday: 11am-11pm
Friday & Saturday: 11am-1am

By Bill Morgan
Editor/Staff Writer
Reporter.Bill@PatriotNewsMN.com

The Becker boys cross 
country team had a couple 
of events in the previous 
week, venturing to Alexan-
dria and Princeton Oct. 9th 
and 12th. 

Alexandria 
The Alexandria Lions 

Club hosted the 48th annual 
Lion’s Meet of Champions 
with 28 teams attending. 
Over 1,200 runners took 
part in the races that saw 
many state ranked teams 
and ranked student-ath-
letes from across the three 
classes of the state.  

The day started out 
overcast with a light sprin-
kle, but after a short while 
the clouds broke and things 
heated up.  The Bulldogs 
had several strong perfor-
mances for the day.  There 
were personal-record/sea-
son-best paces achieved by 
Alex Kinney, (20:54) Al-
exander Schermer (21:14), 
Noah Bloch (21:53), Jona-
than Drury (22:08), Landon 
Lahr (23:36), Parker Spin-
dler (11:15 in 3200m), 
Tanner Felton (11:48 in 
3200m), and Jacob Kurha-
jetz (13:52 in 3200m).  

The Becker boys junior 
high team also achieved 
a strong showing as they 
placed third in the division 
amongst the teams with 
three runners (Spindler, 
Felton, and Evan Hubbard) 
earning awards for top 10 
finishes.

Princeton
The following Tues-

day, the Bulldog runners 
headed to the Princeton 
Golf Course for the Tiger 
Invitational and their 14 
team event.  

“The times were inter-
esting to see, but folks al-
ways need to keep in mind 
that every course and race 
condition is different so 

it’s sometimes like com-
paring apples to oranges,” 
said coach Dustin Weege.  
“I was certainly impressed 
though with the perfor-
mances of our Bulldog run-
ners as they were running 
with strength and determi-
nation.  They had set out 
to achieve some significant 
accomplishments on the 
day and it was wonderful to 
see them progressing well 
toward their goals with grit.  
The guys are coming on 
stronger as we approach the 
end of the season, which is 
something to celebrate.”  

The junior high team 
had a five runner squad 
as three of the guys had 
bumped up to the 5k for the 
day.  Mason Tschida led the 
Bulldogs with a fifth place 
finish.   Jacob Kurhajetz 
and Weston Denne battled 
back and forth a bit during 
the race and crossed the line 
within two tenths of a sec-
ond apart.  Next, seventh 
graders Carson Schuster 
and Mavrick Pink finished 
just a couple places apart 
around the 13-minute mark 

for the 3000m course.  
The second boys race 

for the day was varsity.  
Junior co-captain Tyson 
Ricker led the Bulldogs 
as he placed sixth (16:47) 
right there with state ranked 
runners.  Mason Becker 
came in  with a 19th place 
finish (17:31).   The consis-
tency of Jase Tobako also 
shined as he made gains 
and caught a number of 
runners on the second half 
of the course to cross with a 
time of 18:10.  

Next, Caleb Reckel-
berg finished at 19:40 as 
he’s been continuing his 
streak of sub-20 minute 
5ks.  Alex Kinney crossed 
at 20:08 while co-captain 
Ryan Boecker crossed 
just a few seconds later at 
20:13.  Ninth graders Jacob 
Peterson and Alex Scher-
mer finished just a couple 
of seconds apart.  Senior 
co-captain Ryan Nelson  
achieved a significant PR 
and set a strong tone for 
teammates.  

“Ryan is a strong yet 
humble leader with the 

team and works well to 
guide teammates to be their 
best selves,” said Weege.  

The Boys JV team 
showed the abilities of three 
eighth graders as Parker 
Spindler (18:45), Evan 
Hubbard (18:55), and Tan-
ner Felton (19:31) finished 
in the top 15 of that race.  

“This was Parker and 
Evan’s second 5k and Tan-
ner’s first of the season and 
they showed up well,” said 
Weege.   

Noah Bloch (21:38) 
and Jonathon Drury were 
next for the Bulldogs as 
they continue to make 
gains with their aggres-
sive running.  Landon Lahr 
improved his PR by one 
minute, five seconds while 
Aiden Frommelt improved 
his by one minute, 22 sec-
onds.  

“They showed up for 
the day and were deter-
mined to have great races,” 
said Weege.  

Ben Howe and Denlan 
Harmoning raced close by 
each other with less than 
five seconds separating the 
two.  Then it was Thomas 
Cota, markedly improved 
in the race as he accom-
plished a one-minute, 38 
second PR with his 5k.

“As we approach the 
championships portion of 
the season, I am excited 
to see what this whole 
team will bring forth,” said 
Weege. “They’ve been 
working hard throughout 
the season and we now are 
close to those big perfor-
mances which I’m looking 
forward to.”

Up Next
The Bulldogs com-

peted in the Mississippi 8 
Conference Championships 
Tues., Oct. 19 and will be 
hosting the Section 5AA 
Championship Meet on the 
Pebble Creek Local 9 Oct. 
28th.  

Bulldog boys CC travels for 2 meets 

TYSON RICKER ran well at Alexandria Oct. 9th finishing first amomgst all 
Bulldog runners with a time of 17:34.7. (Submitted Photo)

By Bill Morgan
Editor/Staff Writer
Reporter.Bill@PatriotNewsMN.com

The Becker girls cross 
country squad hosted a home 
meet October 5 and traveled 
to Alexandria October 9 and 
Princeton Oct. 12.

Becker Invitational
October 5, BHS hosted 

the Becker Invitational on the 
Pebble Creek Local 9 golf 
course.

This meet was a preview 
for the Section 5AA meet that 
Becker will host Oct. 28. Just 
one team from that upcoming 
event was missing Oct. 5, 
which  turned out to be an ex-
citing meet. Twelve schools 
were represented in this meet.

The Monticello girls 
took first place with 36 points 
and the Becker girls were 
close behind for second with 
41 points.  The remainder of 
the scores were: Spectrum 
93, Northwest 94, St. Cloud 
Apollo, 132, Foley 135, Big 
Lake 180 and Milaca 215. 
Princeton, St. Cloud Tech, 
St. Francis, and Sauk Rap-
ids-Rice had incomplete 
teams.

The medalist at the meet 
was Spectrum’s Hannah 
Boese.

The Bulldog girls once 
again ran a very good pack 
and had a nice 50 second 
spread from first through fifth 
girl. Becker had four season 
best times and six personal 
best times.

Placing seventh, Lexi 
Rose garnered a season best 
time of 21:01.1. lla McDon-
ald finished in eighth place 
and Olivia Babler 9th as the 
girls were pushing one an-
other the entire way with 
times of 21:12.2 for a season 
best for Ella and 21:12.3  PR 
time for Olivia

“The way the girls are 
dropping times we are look-
ing for sub 21 minutes soon,” 
said Becker Head Coach 
Trish Kealy.

Brooklyn Karel placed 
13th with a PR time of 
21:46.2 and has made great 
strides this season.  Bella 
Duncombe ran a nice time of 
21:51.2, dropping 50 seconds 
from last week and placing 
14th.  Tasha Berthiaume 
came in 20th with a time of 
22:19.2 and Katelyn Brower 
29th in 23:00.6. There were 
67 runners in this race. 

The JV girls placed sec-
ond in their competition.

Natalie Trenz continues 
to show the results of her 
off season training by again 
earning a fine PR of 22:40.6 
to capture third place.  Alea 
Briggs and Kayla Gruenes 
also ran well placing fifth 
(22:54.2) and sixth (23:08.1).  
Raelee Lyon took eighth 
place with a well earned PR 
time of 23:21.1.

Rounding out the Bull-
dog scoring was Regan Haus-
mann placing 14th in 24:53.2. 
Also earning a season best 
time was Anna Kuklok and 
MacKenna Smith, who each 
earned PR times. There were 
56 runners in the JV race.

Becker’s middle school 
runners had an incomplete 
team. There were 39 runners 
in the middle school race. So-
phia Malisheski was Becker’s 
first girl, running hard and 
placing eighth. Naiya Hanson 
came in 12th and Chloe Peter-
son 27th.

 “We very much ap-
preciate the folks at the golf 
course for all their help and 
cooperation with this event,” 
said Kealy.  “They have been 
great!  Also all of our work-
ers and the activities office for 
their help and organization.”

Alexandria Meet
The Lady Bulldogs ran 

at the Alexandria Meet of 
Champions held at Arrow-
wood Resort in Alexandria, 
Sat.,  Oct. 9.    

Twenty eight schools 
attending with 24 full teams. 
In the girls race there were 11 
ranked teams across the three 
classes in Minnesota that 
competed at this race

Becker’s girls ran very 
well and placed 12th out of 
the 24  teams. 

With five season-best 
and seven personal-best 
times in the books, the Bull-
dog coaching staff was well 
pleased with the perfor-
mances.

Lexi Rose placed 36th 
out of 158 total runners. Her 
time was 20:09.2 for a big 
season best and close to her 
PR. Olivia Babler (59th) 
earned another PR and ran a 
time of 20:59.9 to go under 
21:00 for the first time. Ella 
McDonald was right behind 
her in 61st with a season best 
time of 21:03.7. Brooklyn 
Karel and Bella Duncombe 
came in at 91st (21:55.9) and 
93rd (22:02.6).

Rounding out the var-
sity were Tasha Berthiaume 
in 22:41.8 and Natalie Trenz  
(22:46.2) in her first varsity 
race.

The JV girls had an im-
pressive day placing fourth as 
a team and running with pur-
pose.  Katelyn Brower was 
on a mission and earned a PR 
time of 22:10.5 for 22nd out 
of 219 runners. Alea Briggs,  
Kayla Gruenes and Meghan 
Swanson really pushed one 
another and placed 24th, 
27th and 29th. Briggs PR’d 
(22:19.4), Gruenes achieved 
a season best (22:22.2) and 
Swanson was right behind her 
with a PR (22:22.3).  

Becker’s final scoring 
runner was Regan Hausmann 
with a PR as well (23:26.0).  
Also earning  PRs or SB were 
Myli Praught (PR), Raegan 
Leaders (SB), Anna Kuklok 
(SB), and McKenna Smith 
(PR).

The Middle school had 
73 runners with Sophia Mal-
isheski finishing in 14:46.3 
(PR) and Chloe Peterson in 
16:52.9 (PR).

Princeton Meet
Princeton hosted the 

Tiger Invitational Tues., Oct. 
12.

The Bulldogs earned 
eight PRs and two sea-
son-best times at this meet. 
In the varsity race there were 
81 runners. Alea Briggs was 
Becker’s top runner, plac-
ing 35th with a PR time of 
21:57.2 and her first time 
under 22 minutes.

Raelee Lyon also 
notched a PR (22:06.5) and 
placed 41st.  Kayla Gruenes 
placed 43rd in a season best 
22:09.9 followed closely 
by Natalie Trenz in a PR of 
22;11.5 . Regan Hausmann 
was Becker’s other varsity 
runner and also earned a PR 
time (22:53.2).

The JV team also ran 
good times with Myli Praught 
at 23:44.2, Raegan Leaders 
24;46.9 (both PRs). They 
were followed by Mina Nel-
son in 25;20.6.

Next was Paige Maunu 
with a PR, Anna Kuklok with 
a season best and McKenna 
Smith with another PR.   

“The girls all ran well 
and enjoyed the course on a 
well run meet,” said Kealy.

Up Next
Becker goes to Big Lake 

Tuesday for the Mississippi 
8 Conference Championship 
meet.

Girls CC team 
meets 3 times

LEXI ROSE placed 36th out of 158 runners at the Alexandria meet held Oct. 9 
at Arrowwood Resort. (Submitted Photo)

By Mark Kolbinger,
Contributing Writer

The Becker Bulldogs 
hosted last weekend’s Sec-
tion 5A True Team Meet 
and came away with a sixth 
place finish. The meet format 
is unique in that it awards 
points for every place fin-
isher, leading to much higher 
than usual team scores. For 
example, Becker finished 
with 1,004 team points, com-
pared to fifth place Sauk Rap-
ids’ 1,241 points and seventh 
place Big Lake’s 659 points. 
Monticello claimed the Sec-
tion True Team title and will 
be competing in the state true 
team meet next weekend.

“It was great to have all 
the teams back in the pool 
and cheering,” said Coach 
Tina Tamm. “After last years 
‘quiet’ meets, the noise was 
well appreciated.”

The Bulldogs posted 
some excellent time drops 
throughout the meet and 
made it to the podium, mean-
ing a top eight finish, a total 
of six times. 

Sarah and Lauren Woel-
fel picked up the top finishes 
for the Bulldogs, placing sec-
ond and third, respectively, in 
the diving competition. 

Delaney Varney fin-
ished in third place in the 100 

Butterfly competition, while 
Laila Cook finished sixth in 
the 200 Individual Medley.

Becker’s other top in-
dividual finish came from 
Grace Wynia, who took sev-
enth place in the 100 Breast-
stroke.

In the relay events, 
Becker picked up a sev-
enth place finish in the 400 
Freestyle with Tia Schapp, 
Meghan Swanson, Varney 
and Cook putting together 
a nice performance, while 
the team of Cook, Wynia, 
Varney and Avary Maunu 
finished in eigth place in the 
200 Medley.

The True Team event 
marked the beginning of a 
string of post season events 
for the Bulldogs, as the team 
will now prepare for the 
Section Tournament, which 
will be held Nov. 11-13 in 
Becker.

“We now head into the 
training phase for Sections 
and it’s going to take a lot 
of hard work for the next 
three weeks to get ready for 
the final competition, but the 
girls are ready,” Tamm said. 
“They know what’s ahead of 
them next week but they also 
know why they need to put in 
the work.”

Bulldog swimmers 
place 6th in True 
Team Sections

Submitted article

(Editor’s Note: The fol-
lowing article was submitted 
by Wight County.)

The Minnesota De-
partment of Transportation 
has provided an update on 
the construction on I-94 in 
Wright County for the seg-
ments of road between St. 
Michael and Albertville and 
Monticello to Clearwater.

St. Michael 
to Albertville
Substantial completion 

by Nov. 1, 2021
The eastbound collector 

distributor road to the south 
of I-94, Hwy. 241, CSAH 
19 and the roundabout con-
struction will be completed 
this construction season.

The Hwy. 241 bridge 
will be completed this sea-
son with the possible ex-
ception of the final wearing 
course overlay on the south-
bound Hwy. 241 lanes (this 
item is still under discus-
sion).

Eastbound I-94 bridge 
over CSAH 19 will be com-
pleted this season.

Westbound I-94 bridge 
over CSAH 19 will be com-
pleted under a future con-
tract.

All on/off ramps will be 
completed this season.

Punchlist items will re-
main after substantial com-
pletion.

Monticello to 
Clearwater
Substantial completion 

expected Aug. 13, 2022
Westbound I-94 from 

Monticello to Hasty – three 
lanes of concrete will be 
completed during the 2021 
season with two lanes open 
during the 2021-22 winter 
suspension.

Eastbound I-94 from 
Monticello to Hasty – three 
lanes of concrete will be 
completed during the 2022 
season with two lanes open 
during the 2021-22 winter 
suspension.

Westbound and east-
bound I-94 from Hasty to 
Clearwater – three lanes of 
bituminous in each direction 
and all contract work will be 
completed during 2021 sea-
son with three lanes in each 
direction open during the 

2021-22 winter suspension.
The Enfield Rest Area 

will be closed for repairs, 
ramp improvements and 
Americans with Disabilities 
Act (ADA) improvements 
from April 15, 2022 to Au-
gust 2022.

Ponds will be com-
pleted during the 2021 and 
2022 seasons.

Punchlist items will re-
main after substantial com-
pletion

For more information 
and future updates on this 
project, go the MnDOT 
webpage for the project 
at www.dot.state.mn.us/
i94-mg-clearwater.

MnDOT announces timeline for I-94 project



By Mark Kolbinger,
Contributing Writer

The Becker Bulldog 
boys soccer team traveled 
last Saturday to Rockford to 
take on the Rockets in the 
opening round of the Sec-
tion 6AA playoffs. Becker 
lost the only regular season 
matchup between the two 
teams, 6-2, and knew going 
in that the Rockets would 
be a formidable foe. In this 
playoff match, Rockford 
used a senior dominated 
performance to outdistance 
the Bulldogs 4-1.

Playing on the turf 

surface at Rockford, both 
teams were rewarded for 
their hustle with several 
shots in the opening seg-
ment of the game. The 
Rockets struck first, netting 
a goal midway through the 
first half to take a 1-0 lead.

Becker had a chance 
to tie the game when junior 
captain Micah Boyer had a 
set piece just outside the 18 
and it just missed the net for 
the Bulldogs’ best chance 
of the half.

“It wasn’t a bad half, 
we were against the wind 
and had a communication 
error which lead to the goal, 

but we played all right,” 
said coach Nick Crowley.

A slight tweak in the 
Bulldog formation lead to 
Rockford’s second goal, 
this one coming in the first 
minute of the second half. 
Becker quickly recovered, 
however, and for most of 
the half the score stayed at 
2-0 in favor of the Rockets. 

The Bulldogs actually 
dominated possession in 
the second half, as the team 
was continually pushing 
for its first goal. The Rock-
ets then caught the Bull-
dogs, who had pushed too 
many men up the field, and 

quickly countered with a 
goal to make it 3-0. 

Shortly after, junior 
captain Brekken Klug con-
nected with junior Ander 
Alzaga to make it 3-1 with 
about 15 minutes left in the 
game. 

Knowing that they had 
to get two more goals to 

push the game to overtime, 
the Bulldogs committed 
even more men forward and 
created a couple of chances, 
but once again Rockford 
countered to push the game 
further out of reach by 
taking the 4-1 lead, which 
would hold up for the final.

“Between the speed of 

play on turf and the number 
of seniors they had, we just 
couldn’t cope with their en-
ergy level,” Crowley said. 
“It was a tough game to end 
a very good season on – we 
had a lot of players really 
stepping up this year.”
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MILLENNIALS RELY ON 
PRINT FOR SAVINGS
Although some Millennials seem 

attached to their phones and mobile 
devices, they actually choose print 

newspapers and magazines as their 
main source of information when 

looking for coupons, promotions, and 
deals. Many rely on direct mail cards 

that come in the mail to get great 
offers at stores they like. 

When looking for savings, print media 
continues to outdo what digital media 

can offer.
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BECKER. WE’VE HAD A 
FEW NAME CHANGES, 

BUT ALWAYS STAYED TRUE 
TO OUR BECKER ROOTS 

AND COMMUNITY. STAY LOCAL 
WITH YOUR EXPERIENCED, 

LOCAL REAL ESTATE AGENTS!

12390 Sherburne Ave., Becker

Lisa Senger
612.991.8620

Kathy Nelson
612.219.8644

Stan Herkenhoff
612.219.8124

Milissa Johnson 
320.266.7413

We 

Love 

Becker!

WE’LL GET YOUR HOUSE
SHOW READY!SHOW READY!
 Sell your home with Real Estate Team

Matt and Lindsay Marquette
and receive complimentary staging 

and minor home repairs.

Contact us today!

with full-service 
client care

REDUCEDREDUCED
COMMISSIONSCOMMISSIONS

Matt
612.298.9554

Realtor

Lindsay
612.298.9558

Client Care

Serving our customers for 65 years!
Located at Hwy. 23 East, West of Rollie’s & East of Arnold’s Equipment

We also carry a wide selection of supplies and 
materials and quality tools from Ace Hardware.

We also have sporting goods, clothing, 
feed, toys and a whole lot more!

We carry 
a wide selection of Firman Generators 

JUNIOR ANDER ALZAGA provided an offensive spark for the Bulldog boys soccer team in the second half of the season.  
Alzaga scored the lone goal of Becker’s playoff loss to Rockford.  He is pictured here in control of the ball in a game against Big 
Lake earlier this season (Submitted photo.)

Bulldog boys soccer falls to Rockets in Section Playoffs

By Bill Morgan
Editor/Staff Writer
Reporter.Bill@PatriotNewsMN.com

The Becker Bulldog 
girls soccer team concluded 
their season Oct. 13 with a 
loss to St. Francis in the 
Section quarterfinal.

Final score was 4-0.
Game time temperature 

was 60° with a very gusty 
wind. 

St. Francis came into 
the matchup as the #1 seed 
in the Section 6AA playoffs 
and despite the imposing 
record, the Lady Bulldogs 
found themselves only 
down 2-0 at halftime. 

The Bulldogs held the 
Saints from scoring again 
until halfway through the 
second half and again 10 
minutes later. The game 
was ripe for an upset, but 
the Bulldogs couldn’t find 
the twine in their shot at-
tempts.

Just a month-and-a-
half ago, this same Bulldog 
unit lost 11-1 to the Fight-
ing Saints in a dominating 
display of offense. This 
time, Becker was down two 
strong experienced defen-

sive starters (senior Sarena 
St. Denis and junior. Ava 
Ewald) due to injuries. 

The platoon of replace-
ments and reshuffled play-
ers did tremendously well. 

St. Francis controlled 
most of the game with their 
athleticism, skill, and expe-
rience, but the plucky Bull-
dogs fought hard the full 80 
minutes. Though they fin-
ished their season with the 
loss, the Becker faithful in 
attendance were extremely 
proud of how well they 
played.

Junior goalkeeper Liz 
Mackendanz had 26 saves 
in the loss.

“This season was so 
fun with these girls, they all 
worked so hard and it was 
sad to see Ava and Sarena 
be out for the end,” said 
Senior defender Meagan 
Haessly. “But I loved step-
ping up and playing where 
we needed and the team 
still worked great together 
even though we were miss-
ing two great players.”

“Not having those la-
dies [St. Denis and Ewald] 
was a huge loss on our 
back line, “ said Becker 

Head Coach ben Strom. 
“But we still played great. 
It was a vast improvement 
over a short period of time! 
So proud of how they all 
played! “

Strom loved how his 
team created some good 
scoring chances, and real-
ized the game could have 
gone differently if those 
shots had gone in for them. 

“Overall, I’m super 
happy with how they 
played to the very end,” 
he said. “Such a fantastic 
group, and an irreplaceable 
group of seniors!”

 “St. Francis is a strong 
and aggressive team, but 
we hung in there and played 
our best,” said Senior de-
fender Za’Nya Baker. “We 
did a great job at working 
together as a team and 
cheering each other on. 
I’ve had a great time with 
all these girls throughout 
my soccer career, and I will 
never forget them or the fun 
practices we had over the 
years.”

Becker finished the 
2021 season with a 2-10 
record.

Lady Bulldogs lose to #1 seed, 4-0

HAILEY SZABLA (#18) DRIBBLED THE BALL around St. Francis defenders during the Section 6AA quarterfinal playoffs. 
(Submitted Photo).

AMAZINE IMAGE OF AURORA BOREALIS over the horizon in Sherburne County  Oct. 12. The beauty was a treat since 
visibility of northern lights at this area’s latitudes isn’t a frequent thing. (Photo by Josh Parson, Meanfish Photography.)



By Mark Kolbinger,
Contributing Writer

Last week, the Becker 
Bulldog girls volleyball 
team hosted the Buffalo 
Bison in their final reg-
ular season match of the 
year and celebrated Senior 
Night, which honored the 
team’s six seniors and all 
of their contributions to the 
program.

“Senior night is a way 
to congratulate our six se-
niors - Alexa Williams, 
Cami Ramola, Alexis 
Goebel, Skylee Blomquist, 
Taylor Storlien and Ellie 
Buntrock,” said coach Patty 
Lindbom. “Throughout the 
season, our seniors showed 
leadership, grit, and a posi-
tive attitude.”

Becker fell in the 
match 3-1 to the Bison, but 

showed perseverance and 
determination against the 
Class AAAA opponent.  

“It was our last home 
game, and we fought hard 
and took a set win against a 
strong Buffalo team,” Lind-
bom added.

Set scores for the 
match were 15-25, 16-25, 
28-26 and 17-25.

The Bulldogs picked 
up 24 kills as a team, with 
Evelyn Kreft leading the 
way with eight. The Bull-
dogs were also formidable 
at the net, picking up eight 
blocks total, while they 
notched 23 total assists.

Other stat highlights 
included Maya Wenner 
with 17 assists and eight 
digs, Ramola with six kills 
and eight digs, Williams 
with eight digs and Lily 
Berger with three kills, two 
blocks and four digs.

Lindbom’s team con-
tinues to perform well at the 
service line, as they hit on 
93.5% of their attempts and 
picked up five ace serves in 
the match.

With the loss, Becker is 

looking towards the Section 
Playoffs, which begin Oct. 
28 with the top four seeds 
hosting quarterfinal match-
ups. The Bulldogs will 
likely start the playoffs on 
the road and would have to 
win three straight to qualify 
for the state tournament.  
Seeding will be completed 
Mon., Oct. 25 via the QRF.

Becker will compete 
in Section 8 AAA with the 
likes of Alexandria, Detroit 
Lakes, Little Falls, Ro-
cori, Sauk Rapids, and St. 
Cloud’s Tech and Apollo.

The semifinals will 
also be hosted by the top 
seeds Nov. 2, while the fi-
nals will be at a neutral site 
Nov. 6.
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UCare Minnesota is an HMO-POS plan with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in UCare Minnesota depends on contract renewal. 
Y0120_11303_092021_M

Shop plans at ucare.org/medicare27

Our Medicare plans look 
a lot like you.

Plan premium
(you must continue to pay your Part B premium)

starting at 
$0 per month

Medical and hospital 

Fitness programs 

Dental 

Eyewear and hearing aids 

Over-the-counter allowance 

Medicare Part D prescription drug coverage 
(most plans)

Coverage when traveling 
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SKYLEE BLOMQUIST (ABOVE) AND ALEXIS GOEBEL (BELOW) are two of the 
Becker Bulldog volleyball team’s six seniors who were honored last week during 
the team’s Senior Night. (Photos by Mark Kolbinger).

Bulldog volleyball celebrates seniors, looks to playoffs

HALLOWEEN from page 1
is to only have peanut-free 
candy, some may still be 
manufactured in a facility that 
produces peanut products.

If one would like to vol-
unteer, donate candy, or host 
a trunk, please contact Amy 
Drehmel, BBC Children’s & 
Family Director at 763-261-
4202.

Marvel Nutrition has 
Spooky Specials this week for 
Nightmare Before Christ-
mas Week. Stop in and enjoy 
their tricks & treats from Jack, 
Sally, Oogie Boogie, Zero & 
more!!

Plus - this week they 
have their fundraiser for 
Dawson’s Blessing Bags! 
Stop in with one’s donations 
to fill your supplies box and 
grab a Count Your Blessings 
Tea! And all tips will be do-
nated to the cause!

Spooky Specials this 
week are: Fat Reducing Sal-
ly’s Deadly Night Shade 
Shake (bursting berry/ba-
nana flavor); Jack’s Pump-
kin Caramel Latte; Oogie 
Boogie Juice (lemon/lime/
apple/pineapple w/ a touch of 
spookiness) and Count Your 
Blessings Tea (pineapple/cit-
rus/berry blue raspberry) 

Marvel Nutrition hours 
this week are: Monday thru 
Friday, 6:45 a.m. - 6 p.m. and 
Sat./Sun.,  10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Barktober Fest is this 
Saturday, Oct. 23 from 11 
a.m. - 3 p.m. at City Park. 
Food and beverages will be 
available and fun activities 
for people of all ages. Ab-
solute Entertainment will be 
providing music at the event. 
Professional photos will be 
handled by Inspired by KJ 
Photography.

Gonzo, the Barktober 
Fest Spokesdog winner will 
be introduced. A pet costume 
(and human) contest will 
occur and lots of door prizes 
will be announced towards 
the end of the event.

Submitted article

(Editor’s Note: The fol-
lowing article was submit-
ted by the Sherburne County 
Sheriff’s Office.)

A Big Lake man who 
had methamphetamine and 
marijuana in a vehicle he 
was driving led deputies on 
a chase Tuesday night that 
ended with his vehicle get-
ting stuck on railroad tracks 
south of Clear Lake, accord-
ing to Sheriff Joel Brott.

Officers from Big Lake 
and Becker and State Patrol 

troopers, along with a drone, 
assisted in the search for the 
man after he fled the stuck 
v e h i c l e . 
He was 
located a 
short time 
later and 
arrested.

Justin 
Michae l 
Habiger, 
34, had 
more than 
125 grams 
of meth and more than 130 
grams of marijuana in the 

vehicle, according to Brott.
Sherburne County dep-

uties were trying to locate 
the vehicle 
Habiger was 
driving after 
receiving a call 
at 7:35 p.m. 
that a vehicle 
was swerv-
ing on Co. Rd. 
11 in Becker 
Township, one 
time coming 
to a stop in the 

middle of the road. When 
a deputy encountered Hab-

iger, he fled on 100th Ave., 
eventually crossing Hwy. 10 
without stopping.

He drove the vehicle 
onto railroad property south 
of Hwy. 10 before getting it 
hung up on the tracks.

Habiger had an active 
warrant for his arrest at the 
time. He could face charges 
of first-degree possession 
with intent to distribute 
controlled substances and 
fleeing police in a motor ve-
hicle. 

Drug suspect gets vehicle stuck on railroad tracks

(the foundation is three feet 
lower than indicated on plan 
drawings);

• And replacing a col-
umn that was found to be rot-
ting at the base.

All the changes will be 
implemented without going 
over budget, but just barely.

In Other Business, 
the Council:
• Heard updates from the 

board;
• Approved the purchase 

of a new squad car;
• Held a closed session to 

consider a real estate transac-
tion, after which they directed 
staff to create a proposal.

IRRIGATION from page 1
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HANSON PAVING. Residen-
tial & commercial. Driveways, 
parking lots, asphalt, paving & 
asphalt patchwork. No job too 
small. Call for a free estimate 
320-259-7874 office. 3636 
Quail Rd., Sauk Rapids. We 
accept Visa & Mastercard. 
www.hansonpaving.com
________________________

Asphalt/Blacktop

OAK PARK
CREAMERY

See us for all your feed 
needs. We specialize in 
small batches of custom 
made feed. Hubbard, 
Heims, Purina & Oak Park 
brand feeds. Crystalyx 
tubs, protein blocks. Fenc-
ing supplies. Twine & Net 
Wrap. Silage Bags. Fly 
contol products that work. 
Early order Corn & Soy-
Bean specials. Check us 
out on our Facebook page.

OAK PARK CREAMERY
16623 Ironwood Rd NE

Oak Park, MN
320-968-7864

Farm Supplies

THE CLASSIC, EDGE & E, 
Outdoor Wood, Pellet & Corn 
by Central Boiler. Take Advan-
tage of The Rebates available 
now, Including Additional Dis-
counts and State Fair Specials 
Give us a call or see us at the 
fair. Class-Act Outdoor Fur-
nace 763-972-6255                              
CLASSACTFURNACE.COM
________________________

Outdoor Furnaces

TOTAL LAWN CARE, INC.
Locally owned & operated 
since 1985. Fertilization, core 
aeration, guaranteed control 
of: weeds, crabgrass, mos-
quitoes, ants/ticks/spiders, 
grubworms and Emerald Ash 
Borer. Experience the differ-
ence! 320-685-4131. 
www.lawntlc.info.                            
________________________

Lawn Care

Automobiles
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK TO 
HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. Free 
3 Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free 
Towing, All Paperwork Taken Care Of. 
CALL 1-855-977-7030 (mcn)

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHAR-
ITY. Receive maximum value of write 
off for your taxes. Running or not! All 
conditions accepted. Free pickup. Call 
for details. 855-752-6680 (mcn)

CASH FOR CARS! We buy all cars! 
Junk, high-end, totaled – it doesn’t mat-
ter! Get free towing and same day cash! 
NEWER MODELS too! Call 1-855-548-
5240 (mcn)

Cable / Internet
Earthlink High Speed Internet. As 
Low As $49.95/month (for the first 3 
months.) Reliable High Speed Fiber 
Optic Technology. Stream Videos, 
Music and More! Call Earthlink Today 
1-855-679-7096. (mcn)

DISH Network. $64.99 for 190 Chan-
nels! Blazing Fast Internet, $19.99/mo. 
(where available.) Switch & Get a FREE 
$100 Visa Gift Card. FREE Voice Re-
mote. FREE HD DVR. FREE Streaming 
on ALL Devices. Call today! 1-855-434-
0020 (mcn)

DIRECTV for $69.99/mo for 12 
months with CHOICE Package. Watch 
your favorite live sports, news & enter-
tainment anywhere. One year of HBO 
Max FREE. Directv is #1 in Customer 
Satisfaction (JD Power & Assoc.) Call 
for more details! (some restrictions 
apply) Call 1-866-296-1409 (mcn)

DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Channels + 
$14.95 High Speed Internet. Free Instal-
lation, Smart HD DVR Included, Free 
Voice Remote. Some restrictions apply. 
Promo Expires 1/21/22. 1-844-316-
8876. (mcn)

BEST SATELLITE TV with 2 Year 
Price Guarantee! $59.99/mo with 190 
channels and 3 months free premium 
movie channels! Free next day installa-
tion! Call 855-824-1258. (MCN)

Education
COMPUTER & IT TRAINING PRO-
GRAM! Train ONLINE to get the skills 
to become a Computer & Help Desk Pro-
fessional now! Grants and Scholarships 
available for certain programs for qual-
ified applicants. Call CTI for details! 
1-844-843-2771 (mcn)

TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDICAL 
BILLING! Become a Medical Office 
Professional online at CTI! Get Trained, 

Certified & ready to work in months! 
Call 1-844-405-2328. The Mission, Pro-
gram Information and Tuition is located 
at CareerTechnical. edu/consumer-infor-
mation. (M-F 8am-6pm ET) (mcn)

Health & Medical
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May 
Be Covered by Medicare! Reclaim in-
dependence and mobility with the com-
pact design and long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free information kit! Call 
844-716-2411.(mcn)

Stroke and Cardiovascular disease are 
leading causes of death, according to the 
American Heart Association. Screenings 
can provide peace of mind or early de-
tection! Contact Life Line Screening to 
schedule your screening. Special offer 
- 5 screenings for just $149. Call 1-866-
742-7290 (mcn)

50 Blue Pills for only $99.00! Plus 
S&H. Discreet, Save $500.00 Now! Call 
Today. 1-855-917-5790 (mcn)

Income Opportunites
Become a published author! Pub-
lications sold at all major secular & 
specialty Christian bookstores. CALL 
Christian Faith Publishing for your 
FREE author submission kit. 1-888-981-
5761 (mcn)

Miscellaneous
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced de-
bris-blocking gutter protection. Sched-
ule a FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 
15% off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 1-855-577-
1268. Promo Code 285. (mcn)

GENERAC Standby Generators pro-
vide backup power during utility power 
outages, so your home and family stay 
safe andcomfortable. Pr epare now. Free 
7-year extended warranty ($695 value!). 
Request a free quote today! Call for 
additional terms and conditions. 1-877-
228-5789 (mcn)

Never Pay For Covered Home Repairs 
Again! Complete Care Home Warranty 
COVERS ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS 
AND APPLIANCES. 30 DAY RISK 
FREE. $200.00 OFF + 2 FREE Months! 
1-844-596-1237. Hours Mon-Thu, Sun : 
9:30 am to 8:00pm Fri : 9:30 am to 2:00 
pm (all times Eastern). (mcn)

LONG DISTANCE MOVING: Call 
today for a FREE QUOTE from Ameri-
ca’s Most Trusted Interstate Movers. Let 
us take the stress out of moving! Speak 
to a Relocation Specialist, call 877-327-
0795.(mcn)

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. 
EASY, ONE DAY updates! We spe-
cialize in safe bathing. Grab bars, no 
slip flooring & seated showers. Call for 
a free in-home consultation: 855-836-
2250. (mcn)

Wesley Financial Group, LLC Time-
share Cancellation Experts. Over 
$50,000,000 in timeshare debt and fees 
cancelled in 2019. Get free informa-
tional package and learn how to get rid 
of your timeshare! Free consultations. 
Over 450 positive reviews. Call 877-
326-1608. (mcn)

The Generac PWRcell, a solar plus 
battery storage system. SAVE money, 
reduce your reliance on the grid, prepare 
for power outages and power your home. 
Full installation services available. $0 
Down Financing Option. Request a 
FREE, no obligation, quote today. Call 
1-877-381-3059. (mcn)

NEED NEW FLOORING? Call Em-
pire Today® to schedule a FREE in-
home estimate on Carpeting & Flooring. 
Call Today! 844-785-0305 (mcn)

UPDATE YOUR HOME with Beau-
tiful New Blinds & Shades. FREE in-
home estimates make it convenient to 
shop from home. Professional installa-
tion. Top quality - Made in the USA. 
Call for free consultation: 866-970-
3073. Ask about our specials! (mcn)

FREE AUTO INSURANCE QUOTES 
for uninsured and insured drivers. Let us 
show you how much you can save! Call 
855-995-2382 (mcn)

Looking for assisted living, memory 
care, or independent living? A Place 
for Mom simplifies the process of find-
ing senior living at no cost to your fam-
ily. Call 1-877-580-3710 today! (mcn)

Need IRS Relief $10K - $125K+ Get 
Fresh Start or Forgiveness Call 1-877-
258-1647 Monday through Friday 7AM-
5PM PST(mcn)

WANT TO BUY
All Military Items Wanted: WW1, 
WW2, Korea, Vietnam. Medals, knives, 
helmets, daggers, uniforms, all items 
wanted. Single items or collections. Pay-
ing cash. 563-581-9568 (mcn)

Buying and selling any gold and sil-
ver items, collector coins, diamonds, 
gold jewelry, paying $20-$30 for silver 
dollars, rare currency. No collection too 
big. Kuehl’s Coins, Fairmont, Minne-
sota, 507-235-3886, 507-399-9982, open 
10:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.(mcn)

DESKTOPS AND LAPTOP 
REPAIR. On-site or drop off. 
Computer cleanup - upgrades. 
Big Lake, 763-263-7070.
________________________

Computers

FREE
ADULT BASIC ED & GED

CLASSES
GED Test Preparation

It’s never too late to learn!

Call Community Ed for more 
information 763-261-4506

Tuesdays from 6-8:30 PM
Becker High School Library

(Enter Door #11)
No need to Pre-Register,

 just come to class!

Adult Basic Ed. Minnesota Newspaper Association Classifieds

MURPHY
CHEVROLET

New & Used Cars & Trucks
(320) 968-6239

www.murphychevrolet.com

Automotive

220 USED CARS to choose 
from. We also BUY used cars. 
Guaranteed Approval! Brandl 
Auto Connection, 559 Hwy 10, 
St. Cloud (next to the red barn 
Dairy Queen). 320-229-1900. 
Apply online at: 
www.BrandlAutoConnection.com
________________________

Used Cars

Young @ Heart

3rd Thurs. Each MonTh, 
11:30 Lunch and PrograM
rEjoicE LuThEran church 

cLEarwaTEr, Mn

Seniors

HASSAN SAND & 
GRAVEL has a large se-
lection of decorative rock, 
pulverized & screened top-
soil, all types of driveway 
aggregates, wood & rubber 
mulch, landscape supplies, 
play/volleyball/mason sand, 
fieldstone boulders, steps & 
natural quarry stone, syn-
thetic turf products. M-F 
7am-4pm & Sat. 7am-noon, 
13530 Williamdale Rd., 
Rogers. 763-428-2393.
www.HassanSand.com

Clip this ad & save $20 
off your purchase of 

$100 or more!
Exp. 11/13/21

Landscaping Supplies

TREE FELLERS TREE SER-
VICE. Insured arborist with 
25 years of experience. Free 
estimates - trimming, removal, 
& consultations. (763) 443-
2631. “Ask about our winter 
specials!”
________________________

Tree Service

ROSS PROPERTY SERVICE
MULTI HOUSING

SPECIALISTS
DAVID ROSS
612-390-6990

rodav316@aol.com
painting price list

unit                  walls    ceilings
1 br 1 bath      $175       $100
2 br 1 bath      $215       $130
2 br 2 bath      $245       $145
3 br 1 bath      $275       $165
3 br 2 bath      $300       $175

add’l services
Major Patching, Texturing Extra

Maintenance & Repairs Available

Property Service
2 BR, 1 BATH HOUSE, SAN-
TIAGO. Newly remodeled. 
Available No. 1st. $1,100 per 
month. Call Matt (763) 482-
6210.
________________________

For Rent

LOOKING FOR 
PROCESSING 

POTATOES & CULLS. 
Minnesota Dehydrated 
Vegetables, INC in Fos-
ston, MN is looking to 
buy processing pota-
toes & culls. Please 
email Josh Snyder at  
josh@mdvcorp.com  or call 
(218) 435-1997 ext. 206.  

Wanted To Buy

TO PLACE YOUR AD 
CALL THE PATRIOT

 763-275-0275

Interested in being a sponsor for the Cop’s Corner? 
Contact Carol at the Patriot at 763.275.0275.

Team up with your police dept. 
for a better, safer community

“ASK A TROOPER” by Sgt. Jesse Grabow of the Minnesota State Patrol
Question: Can you talk more about school bus safety? I’ve seen a lot of school bus stop arm 

violations lately.
Answer: This is an important topic. Here is some information we shared on our DPS blog recently. 

“After a year of seeing very few (if any) school buses in your neighborhood, you may have spent the 
past month getting used to navigating the streets with the big yellow vehicles again. Now that schools 
are back to full-time, in-person learning, it’s important to remember there are very specific laws when 
it comes to driving around school buses. They’re all designed to keep students as safe as possible.

For example, state law requires all vehicles to stop for school buses when the bus driver activates 
the flashing lights and has the stop arm fully extended. Despite the fact that most schools were not 
operating in person for most of 2020, over 500 drivers were still charged with violating that law last 
year in Minnesota. And in the first 15 days of school this year, drivers continue to risk the lives of our 
children getting on and off the bus. Bus companies reported 161 stop-arm violations so far this school 
year. The reports are from only 40 of the 326 public school districts in Minnesota.

Any driver who violates the stop-arm law faces a $500 fine. If they pass a school bus on the right, 
pass it when a child is outside the bus, or injure or kill a child, they could face higher criminal charges. 
In short, it’s not worth it.

Fortunately, obeying the law isn’t difficult. Whenever you see a school bus, expect it to stop – es-
pecially during the morning and afternoon hours. Give it plenty of room (20 feet at a minimum), and 
as always, stay off your phone and put other distractions away.

If you have kids who ride the bus, help them remember to look carefully to be sure no cars are 
passing on the shoulder. If they need to cross the street, they should wait until the bus driver signals 
that it’s safe to do so. And when they’re crossing the street, either to get on the school bus or to go 
home, remind them to make eye contact with motorists before they cross.

As the saying goes, it takes a whole village to raise a child. That includes keeping children safe. As 
their village, it’s up to all of us to drive responsibly so that students can get to and from school safely.”

For more information go to https://dps.mn.gov/blog/Pages/20210930-school-bus-safety-week.aspx
If you have any questions concerning traffic related laws or issues in Minnesota, send your 

questions to Trp. Jesse Grabow – Minnesota State Patrol at 1000 Highway 10 West, Detroit Lakes, 
MN 56501-2205.  (You can follow him on Twitter @MSPPIO_NW or reach him at, jesse.grabow@
state.mn.us).

Cop’s 
Corner

Call for Service Summary: Total Calls for Service 
for Week:  199; 2021 Calls for Service: 8,908; Traffic 
Stops/Enforcement: 44; Citations: 9; Arrests: 4; Med-
ical Emergency Calls: 4; Mental Health/Check Wel-
fare: 8; Civil Mediation (Child Custody-Property): 8
BLPD Arrests: Tara Frandsen – (Age 44 – Big Lake, 
MN) –Misdemeanor 4th Degree DWI; Taylor Kap-
phahn – (Age 33 – Big Lake, MN) –  Domestic As-
sault; Jennifer Bernard – (Age 37 – Big Lake, MN) 
– GM 2nd Degree DWI. Felony Flee 
in Motor Vehicle; Jerry Calhoun 
– (Age 33 – Minneapolis, MN) 
– Felony 5th Degree Controlled 
Substance. 
Sun., Oct. 17, 2021: 18000 Blk 
198th Ave. NW - Disturbance - Of-
ficers dispatched mediate a verbal 
disturbance; 15100 Blk Hwy 10 - 
Revoked Driver - Driver stopped 
by officer for traffic violation, is-
sued summons for Driving While 
Revoked. Lake St./Monroe St. - 
Revoked Driver - Driver stopped 
by officer for traffic violation, 
issued summons for Driving While 
Revoked.
Sat., Oct. 16, 2021: Eagle Lake Rd./Foley Ave. - 
DWI - Driver stopped for a traffic violation and found 
to be under the influence of alcohol.  Arrested and 
booked into jail, see bookings for charges; 5600 Blk 
Loon Dr. - Harassment - Officers investigated harass-
ment via text message/phone calls; 19500 Blk Station 
St. - Harassment - Officers investigated a report of 
harassment via social media; Lake St./Pleasant Ave. 
- Revoked Driver - Driver stopped by officer for traf-
fic violation, issued summons for Driving While Re-
voked; 100 Blk Eagle Lake Rd. N. - Revoked Driver 
- Driver stopped by officer for traffic violation, issued 
summons for Driving While Revoked; 200 Blk Jef-
ferson Blvd. - Vehicle Crash - Report of a vehicle 
crash with no injuries, report completed; 4500 Ster-
ling Dr. - Harassment - Officers investigated harass-
ment via text message/phone calls.
Fri., Oct. 15, 2021: 100 Blk Euclid Ave. - Domestic 
Assault - Officers dispatched to a domestic distur-
bance, on individual found to have been assaulted, 
suspect arrested and booked into jail for Domestic 
Assault; 145 Henry Rd. - Runaway - Report of a 
missing juvenile, report taken efforts undertaken to 
locate juvenile; 600 Blk Minnesota Ave. - Juvenile 
Complaint - Report of disorderly juvenile, mediated 
by officers; 5000 Blk Mitchell Rd. - Harassment - 
Officers investigated harassment via text message/

phone calls; 300 Blk Monroe St. - Harassment - Offi-
cers investigated verbal harassment between parties; 
600 Blk Rose Dr. - Vehicle Crash - Report of a vehi-
cle crash with no injuries, report completed; 145 Blk 
Henry Rd. - Juvenile Complaint - Report of disor-
derly juvenile, mediated by officers; 300 Blk Mon-
roe St. - Disturbance - Officers dispatched mediate a 
verbal disturbance.
Thurs., Oct. 14, 2021: 700 Blk Rose Dr. - DWI - 

Driver reported to be impaired, 
found to be under the influence of 
alcohol, Charges pending; 5600 
Blk Loon Dr. - Harassment - Of-
ficers investigated harassment via 
text message/phone calls; 100 Blk 
Hudson Ave. - Domestic Distur-
bance - Officers mediated a verbal 
domestic altercation.
Wed., Oct. 13, 2021: 300 Blk Fern 
St. - Harassment - Officers inves-
tigated verbal harassment between 
parties; 19500 Blk Station St. - Ve-
hicle Crash - Report of a vehicle 
crash with no injuries, report com-

pleted; Hwy 10/CR 81 - Cancelled 
Driver - Driver stopped by officer for traffic viola-
tion, issued summons for Driving While Cancelled.
Tues., Oct. 12, 2021: CR 73/CR 81 - Property 
Damage - Report of damage done to windshield 
by passing truck; Hwy 10/165th Ave. SE. - DWI - 
Driver reported to be impaired, found to be under 
the influence of alcohol, arrested and booked into 
jail, see bookings for charges; 5600 Blk Loon Dr. - 
Harassment - Officers investigated harassment via 
text message/phone calls; 1100 Blk Eagle Lake N. - 
Fraud - Officers investigating fraud complaint; Hwy 
10/168th Ave. – Assist State Patrol on Vehicle Crash 
with Injuries. Party transported to hospital. 
Mon., Oct. 11, 2021: Hwy 10 SE/137th St. SE - 
Felony Narcotic Arrest. Vehicle stopped by Officer 
for traffic violation. Controlled substance located. 
Driver arrested and booked into jail, see bookings for 
charges; 700 Blk Rose Dr. - Vehicle Crash - Report 
of a vehicle crash with no injuries, report completed; 
4000 Blk Loon Loop - Juvenile Complaint - Report 
of disorderly juvenile, mediated by officers; 100 Blk 
Addison Way - Fraud - Officers investigating fraud 
complaint; 19000 Blk Station St. - Harassment - Of-
ficers investigated a report of harassment via social 
media; Hwy 10/172nd St. NW. - Revoked Driver - 
Driver stopped by officer for traffic violation, issued 
summons for Driving While Revoked.

Big Lake Police Department
Calls for Service – Jail Bookings

Oct. 11, 2021 – Oct. 17, 2021

                                     Week of October 24, 2021             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

MISCELLANEOUSADOPTIONS MISCELLANEOUS
SUNLIT CALIFORNIA NURSERY

awaits newborn. Promise secure future,
devoted grandparents, education-
al opportunities, gentle pet. Gener-
ous living expenses paid. Andy/Erin 
747/788-0260 or attorney 310/663-3467

DISH NETWORK $64.99 
for 190 Channels! Blazing fast inter-
net, $19.99/mo. (where available.) 
Switch & get a FREE $100 Visa gift 
card. FREE voice remote. FREE 
HD DVR. FREE streaming on ALL 
devices. Call today! 855/562-4309

THE COVID CRISIS 
has cost us all something. Many have 
lost jobs and  nancial security. Have 
$10K In Debt? Credit Cards. Medi-
cal Bills. Car Loans. Call National 
Debt Relief! We can help! Get a FREE 
debt relief quote: Call 844/205-5439

LOOKING FOR ASSISTED LIVING
memory care, or independent living? 
A Place for Mom simpli es the pro-
cess of  nding senior living at no cost to 
your family. Call 888/715-1720  today!

THE GENERAC PWRCELL 
A solar plus battery storage system. Save 
money, reduce your reliance on the grid, 
prepare for power outages and power your 
home. Full installation services available. $0 
Down  nancing option. Request a free, no 
obligation quote today. Call 888/913-5895 

DONATE YOUR CAR 
truck or boat to Heritage For The 
Blind. Free 3-day vacation, tax 
deductible, free towing, all paper-
work taken care of 844/220-9501

ENJOY 100% GUARANTEED 
delivered-to-the-door Omaha Steaks! 
Get 8 FREE Filet Mignon Burgers! Or-
der the Delightful Gift this holiday sea-
son - only $99.99. Call 888/858-0473 
and mention code 65658PJL or visit 
www.omahasteaks.com/thegift1192 
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Becker Area
Announcements

Becker American Legion Auxiliary
The auxiliary meetings are suspended from Oct. 2021 - 

Feb. 2022, we will start meeting again in Mar. 2022. If you 
have any questions or concerns, please contact Paula Hinds 
(President) at (763) 262-6679 or see John Riebel or Nellie 
Simpson in town.

Becker American Legion Post 193
Becker Legion meets the second Tues. of every month at 

7pm at Becker Legion (old fire hall.)

Becker AA Meeting
Becker Group of Alcoholics Anonymous meets Thurs., 

8pm at Mary of the Visitation, 12100 Sherburne Ave, 
Becker. For information, call/text (320) 247-4732 or email  
beckeraagroupmn@gmail.com

Becker Boy Scout Pack 92 
Cardboard, Paper & Aluminum

Bring your aluminum cans to the trailer located near 
Becker True Value. Paper & cardboard recycling location is 
at the Becker Community Center, please remember to flatten 
the cardboard & absolutely no garbage on the first Sat. of 
every month. There will be a Scout there to help unload be-
tween 9am-12pm. Thanks for your support!

Becker Evangelical Ministries
Every Wed., 6-7:30pm at Becker Middle School. GYM 

45 - growing young men. HIS KIDZ - K-3rd grade. G.I.R.L.S. 
GROUP - 4th & 5th grade girls. 

Becker Free Church (763) 261-4125 or register online at 
WWW.BECKERFREECHURCH.ORG (under Youth Con-
nection click “Event Registration”).

Becker Food Shelf 
Open Tues., 9-11am & Thurs. 4-6pm. The food shelf is  

located 12060 Sherburne Ave. in City Hall. (763) 261-4612.

Becker Hearts & 
Hands Quilt Guild

Meet 2nd Mon. of month at 7pm. Becker Baptist Church. 
Contact Elizabeth Steckelberg (320) 259-9542.

Becker Lions Club
Meetings are held the second Mon. each month at 7pm at 

Becker City Park. Dale Seavert (320) 290-5342.

Becker Lions Collecting 
Items to Recycle

The Becker Lions are collecting used eyeglasses (no 
cases please) and hearing aids.  Collection buckets are lo-
cated at the Becker Community Center, Insight Eye Care and 
Becker Food Pride.  We are no longer collecting used cell 
phones or printer cartridges.  If you have any questions please 
contact Lion Dale Seavert at (320) 290-5342 (phone or text) 
or by email at djseavert@gmail.com.

Becker Sons of the American 
Legion Squadron 193

Meets the third Tues. of each month at 7 pm at Becker 
Legion (old fire hall). Looking for new members. Com-
mander John Fischbach (320) 249-0579.

Becker Beyond the 
Yellow Ribbon Meeting

The monthly meetings are held 6 pm the 
third Thurs. of the month at Becker City Hall. 
(320) 980-2752 or see the state website at  
www.beyondtheyellow ribbon.org.

Dementia Support Group
The fourth Wed. of each month at 10-11am, Room 19 

at Becker Community Center, 11500 Sherburne Ave. No 
cost to join. Tami Kolbinger at (612) 590-2449 or email  
tjkolbinger@ gmail.com.

Great River Faith in Action
If you are a senior, age 60 & above, family caregiver or 

an individal in need of services, Great River Faith in Action 
can provide volunteer transportation, chore services & gro-
cery shopping assistance, as well as caregiver groups. Call 
(763) 263-0274 or after hours (763) 263-4277.

Santiago Lions Trunk or Treat
Oct., 30, 2021, 1-3pm, Drive through @ Santiago Park. 

Bring camera - photo opportunity. Meet Gus the goat!

 Snake River Free Mission 
Church Upcoming Events

Hymn sings are held every other month on the second 
Sun. at 4:30pm. Check Snake River Church FaceBook page 
for updates. 5 mi. N of Hwy 10 on CR 11, 1.5 mi. E n CR4 & 
then L on 180th Ave (8940 180th Ave), Becker. Mary (612) 
219-8648. 

Sherburne National 
Wildlife Refuge

The Refuge is open to vistors year-round during the day-
light hours. The Refuge is located at 17076 293rd Ave, Zim-
merman. Call (763) 389-3323 or sherburne@fws.gov

Announcements

October - Sherburne County 
Health & Human Services - Classes are as follows:

Car Seat Distribution Classes
Thursday 10/28/2021 9:30-11am at the Sherburne County Govern-
ment Center, 13880 Business Center Drive NW, Elk River.  If el-
igible, residents of Sherburne County can receive a car seat for a 
$20 suggested donation. Call to find out income guidelines (families 
who are on WIC or children on medical assistance are automatically 
eligible). Call to register or for more information, 763-765-4112 or 
1-800-433-5239.
First Steps Central MN Personal Nurses
Benton, Sherburne, Stearns and Wright County have a team of Per-
sonal Nurses who connect with families that are pregnant or recently 
had a baby. Our Nurses offer support and information to be the best 
parent you can be, have a safe, loving home for you and your baby, 
connect to resources in your community to get things needed for 
your baby, and find ways to continue your education and develop job 
skills. The program is at no cost to you. Call 763-276-0441 or visit 
www.firststepscentralmn.org for more information.
HIV testing
Free and confidential testing is available by appointment at: Sher-
burne County Health and Human Services, 13880 Business Center 
Drive, Elk River, MN 55330. Contact our HIV tester at 763-765-
4000.
Immunization/ Covid-19 Vaccine Tuesdays
Sherburne County Public Health is offering free Covid-19 Vaccine, 
and offering free or low cost immunizations for children 18 years of 
age or younger and uninsured or underinsured adults 19 years and 
older in Minnesota who meet eligibility guidelines on Tuesdays from 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m.  Call for an appointment or more information, 763-
765-4000 or 1-800-433-5239.
Outreach in St. Cloud
The Sherburne County Wellness bus will be in St. Cloud at Cash-
Wise (East) on the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of every month from 
9:30-3pm.  HHS staff will answer questions about public assistance 
programs and assist Sherburne County residents in applying for, or 
maintaining, benefits.  Need Help with Food, Child Care, Medical 
Assistance, Housing, Utility Disconnects, Evictions?  Come see us, 
no appointment necessary!
WIC (Women, Infants & Children): is for women who are preg-
nant, breastfeeding, recently had a baby, infants and children to 
their 5th birthday.  WIC provides nutrition education, breastfeeding 
support, healthy foods and referrals to health services/community 
resources. The service is free, and you or your children may be el-
igible.  For more information, please call 763-765-4116 or 1-800-
433-5239, or check out the web-site http://www.co.sherburne.mn.us/
hhs/wic.php.  The United States Department of Agricul-ture (USDA) 
prohibits discrimination in the administration of its programs. WIC 
is an equal op-portunity provider.

 

RSVP / The Volunteer Bridge
Transportation Assistant 
So many individuals struggle getting to and from medical appoint-
ments, social visits, and to stores for necessary shopping.  Volunteer 
to help transport those who can no longer drive around the Elk River 
and Big Lake area.  Volunteers set their own schedule and can drive 
for any clientele or be matched with one service receiver.  Back-
ground checks are required for all drivers. 
Tax Helper with Tri-CAP
We are almost upon the tax season.  Help this year by ensuring 
consumers have the correct documents, answer customer questions, 
greet at tax sites, and/or help in reviewing taxes.  There is an option 
for everyone at tax sites! Training is provided in January 2022, and 
the tax sites will be in Elk River and St. Cloud.  Pick your own 
schedule and participate in a rewarding opportunity. 
Activities Assistant at Keller Lake Commons
If you enjoy being social with others, this could be the perfect option 
for you.  Volunteer to help in various activities in this senior living 
facility, ranging from chair exercise, movie night, yard games, and 
even during a coffee social.  The sky is the limit on what type of 
activities a volunteer can do to brighten the days of residents! 
 

If you are interested in volunteering in these 
or other opportunities, please contact: 

AmeriCorps Seniors RSVP
763-635-4505 

heather.brooks@ci.stcloud.mn.us 
SherburneUnitedWay.org/Volunteer

 
Big Lake Senior 

Center
The Big Lake Senior Club 

meets Tues., 1-4pm, Big Lake 
City Hall, 160 Lake St. North. 

We would love to have you 
join us for card games, refresh-
ments  & conversation. 

For More Information Call: 
(763) 309-1010 and/or

(763) 263-7134

   

 
 
  

 
   
 
   
  
  

Becker Area Senior Center (BASC) 
Upcoming Events

BASC at Becker Community Center (BCC) 
Mon., Oct. 25:  Open All Day
  5am - Coffee’s on
  10am - Cribbage
Tues., Oct. 26: 9am- Coffee, Cards, Conversation
  1pm - Game Day - Players Choose 
Wed., Oct. 27: 9:30am - Ladies Day Out - BCC to  
  required signup: Shops, Lunch-carpool,  
  If you can drive or need a ride
  10-11am - Dementia Caregiver Support  
  group with facilitator, Tami Kolbinger
Thurs., Oct. 28: 9am- Coffee, Cards, Conversation
  12 Noon - Movie & popcorn  
  “Gran Torino” Clint Eastwood - 2007  
  movie with timely issues for today
Fri., Oct. 29: Open All Day
  5am - Coffee’s on

Becker Community Center: 763-200-4271
BASC Coordinator: Carol Brunn

Activity Coordinator: Pat Throlson
Blood Pressure available whenever BASC is open  

Send activity/class opportunities to: 
basc.becker@gmail.com

ANNOUNCE YOUR 
FREE EVENT!

DEADLINE IS NOON 
ON WEDNESDAY 763-275-0275

Game Time

Pick up a copy 
of the PATRIOT 

at the following 
locations:

CLEARWATER: 
Coborn’s; 
Palmer:  

General Store;
SANTIAGO: 

General Store; 
BECKER: 

Food Pride, 
PATRIOT office; 

BIG LAKE: 
Coborn’s

This Week’s Calendar Events:
Sun. - Oct. 24, 2021:
 » Prescription Errors Education & Awareness Week 

(10/24-10/31)
 » Spiritual Care Week/Pastoral Care Week  

(10/24-10/30)
Mon. - Oct. 25, 2021:
 » International Magic Week (10/25-10/31)

Tues. - Oct. 26, 2021:
 » National Pumpkin Day

Wed. - Oct. 27, 2021:
 » Navy Day: Anniversary, 1922
 » National Black Cat Day

Thurs. - Oct. 28, 2021:
 » BLS: School Board Meeting
 » National First Responders Day
 » Moon Phase: Last Quarter

Fri. - Oct. 29, 2021:
 » World Stroke Day
 » National Oatmeal Day

Sat. - Oct. 30, 2021:
 » National Publicist Day™
 » National Candy Corn Day 

 
(Becker High School=BHS / Becker Mid-
dle School=BMS / Becker Intermediate 
School=BIS
Early Childhood Family Education=ECFE

Big Lake School=BLS / Clearview School=CVS)

Obituaries

MORE OBITUARIES to Page 3B

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 10/24/2021 Central

Denco II LLC, a biofuel production facility in Morris, Minn., 
is seeking applications for a 

1st Class B Boiler operator 
Full-time, 12-hour swing shift position

Position is responsible for monitoring the boiler operation and dryer 
equipment for maximum production, quantity and quality.

We Offer: Heath Insurance, 401k Match, Fuel Rebates, and Competitive Wages

To apply email
INFO@DencoLLC.com or 

call 320-585-7904

Janice passed away peace-
fully October 19th, 2021 at 
home after a long battle of 
cancer.  She was born on De-
cember 30th, 1936, in St. Paul, 
MN and graduated from Wash-
ington High School.  

She is survived by her 
children, John Van Den Boom 
(Anita), James Van Den Boom 
(Clare), Patricia Weyh, Joel 
Van Den Boom (Mary), Paula 
Welles (Cory), 15 grandchil-
dren, 12 great grandchildren 
with one on the way, her sib-
lings, Richard Wells, Cather-
ine Siebenaler (Dennis), and 
Cynthia Evans (Danny), many 
nieces, nephews, other family, 
and friends.  Preceded in death, 
Willard and Elvera (Anderson) 

Wells, Charles Van Den Boom 
and Roger Schotl.  

A very special thank you 
to Centracare’s Hospice team 
of nurses, occupational thera-
pists, and physical therapists.

Janice Mae (Wells) Schotl, Age 84
Clear Lake, MN

December 30, 1936 – October 19, 2021
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763-262-1454
Becker, MN

763-452-2500
Big Lake, MN

320-743-2204
Clear Lake, MN

FUNERAL HOME • CREMATION SERVICES

www.williamsdingmann.com

FAMILY FUNERAL HOMES

SPONSORED BY: SPONSORED BY:

8852 Cty Rd 23
Becker, MN 

Phone:
763.261.5656

Ralph du Monceaux, Owner
Free Loaners ~ Free Estimates 

~ Honest Work

763-261-5656
Ralph’s

Auto Body

763-262-4237

M-F
8AM-

4:30PM

Owner: Chad Schwintek
13050 1st Street Becker, MN 55308

• BECKER
Grace Lutheran Church (LCMS)
Pastor: David M. Johnson, 763-262-7782, 11185 27th Ave SE. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am, Sun. School 10:30am, Wed. J.U.M.P. 6pm.
Becker Baptist Church
Pastors: Nathan Bucher (Acting), Kevin Drehmel (Youth) & Amy Drehmel 
(Dir. Of Ministry), 763-261-4202, 11951 Hancock St. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship/Children 10:30am, Wed. Youth Group 6:30pm. www.beckerbaptist.
org. 
Becker Evangelical Free Church
Pastors: Patrick Drury (Senior), Chris Salvevold (Youth), 763-261-4125, 
Becker High School, Office: 11373 150th Ave SE. Services: Sun. Worship/
Teaching/Fellowship 10am.
Mary of the Visitation 
Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 12100 Sherburne Ave. Services: Sat. 
Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8:30am & 10:30am. Masses held 1st, 3rd & 5th Sun-
days of the month. (Masses held on 2nd & 4th Sundays in Big Lake).
Faith (Becker) Lutheran 
Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Yolanda Denson-Byers, 763-261-5751, 11755 Sherburne Ave. Ser-
vices: Sun. Worship 9:30 am, Sun. School 10am.
Oakwood Community 
Church Assemblies of God
Pastors: Gerry Bass & Sarah, 763-220-6004, 13140 1st St (SW Corner of 
Becker Furniture World). Services: Sun. Bible Study/Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Snake River Free Church
Pastor: Steve Johnston, 612-219-8648, 180th St SE. Services: Sun. Worship/
Sun. School 10:30am., Hymn Sing is second Sun. of every month.
Becker Christian Center & Abundant Grace Church
Pastor: Ken Hanson, 763-262-2177, 15455 59th St SE. Services: Sun. Praise 
& Worship 9:30am, Wed. Family Fellowship 7pm.
Beacon House of Prayer
Pastors: Brian & Linda Holmes, 763-263-3771, 12264 Pleasant Ave. Ser-
vices: Thurs. Worship 6:30pm.
Free Grace United
Pastor: Kevin Wilson, 763-245-0001, 14000 Clubhouse Ln. Services: Wed. 
Worship 6:30pm.

• BIG LAKE
Acts Seventh-Day Adventists Community Church
Pastor: Bill Nixon, 763-263-2287, 20455 187th Ave Nw. Services: Sat. 
Worship 9am, Sat. Sabbath School 10:15am.
Bethany Bible Church
763-263-2167, 511 Eagle Lake Road. Services: Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Bridgeview Assembly of God
Pastor: Steve Royalty, 763-263-6274, 20500 County Road 11. Services: 
Sun. Worship 10am, Wed. Service 6:30pm.
SVEA Hill Covenant Church
Pastor: Don Bellach, 763-263-6322, 16392 235th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Cornerstone Baptist Church
Pastor: Gordon Langdon, 763-263-7878, 15300 County Road 35. 
Hope Lutheran Church 
(ELCA) in Orrock
763-263-7990. www.hopeintherefuge.weebly.com.
IFLESIA AMOR VIVIENTE
Living Love Church
Pastores: Juan & Patricia Aguayo, 763-607-5403, 21 Lake St N. Services: 
Sat. 6pm.
Lord of Glory Lutheran Church
Pastor: Marty Mably, 763-263-3090, 15550 190th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
8am & 10am.
Mary of the Visitation 
Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 440 Lake St N. Services: Sat. Mass 
5pm; Sun. 8:30am & 10:30am. Masses held on 2nd & 4th Sundays of the 
month (Masses held on 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays in Becker).
Riverside Church
Online: www.myrc.church, 763-263-2410, 20314 County Road 14. Ser-

vices: Sun 8:45am, 10:30am & 12:05pm.
Saron Lutheran Church
Pastor: Kyle Sidlo, 763-263-2209, 311 Lake St. S. Services: Sun. Worship 
9:30am, indoors or livestream.

• SANTIAGO
South Santiago Lutheran 
Church ELCA
Pastor: Daryl Thul, 763-662-2048, 14675 37th St. Services: Sun. 8am in 
Sanctury Worship, 10am in Sanctuary. Audio broadcast in parking lot for 
both services.
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church E.L.S. & Princeton Evangelical School
Pastor: Timothy Zenda, 763-662-2570, 18977 17th St. Services: Sun. 
School/Bible Class 10:30am, Divine Worship 9am.
Glendorado Lutheran (ELCA)
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Shari Routh, 920-573-0193, 1100 186th Ave NE. Services: Sun 
Good Shepherd 9am, Sun. Glendorado 10:30am.
Gethsemane Church 
(ELCA) – Ronneby
Pastor: Barbara Peterson, 320-983-5002, 14478 78th St. NE. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Glendorado Evangelical 
Country Church
Pastor: Sam Alfano, 763-662-2244, 16999 Glendorado Road NE. Services: 
Sun. School 9:30am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• CLEAR LAKE
Living Waters Church
Pastor: Mark Stahl, 320-292-0250, 7830 Church St. Services: Sun. Worship 
10am, Wed. Bible Study 6:30pm.
Trinity Lutheran Church 
Missouri Synod
Pastor: Josh Reber, 320-743-2919, 8641 Main Ave. Services: Sun. Worship 
8:45am, Sun. School 9:45am.
St. Marcus Catholic Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-743-2481, 8701 Main Ave. Services: Sat. 
Confessions 4:15pm, Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. 8am.

• DUELM
St. Lawrence Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-968-7502 or 320-743-2481, 10915 Duelm 
Road NE. Services: Sun. Mass 10am, Tues. Mass 8am.

• CLEARWATER
Clearwater United 
Methodist Church
Pastor: Alison Hendley, 320-558-2581, 405 Main St. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9:30am.
Freedom Bible Church
605 Lime St. (Old Clearwater Post Office). Services: Sun. Bible Study 
9:30am & 6pm, Sun. Worship 10:45am, Wed. Bible Study 7pm.
Rejoice Lutheran Church – ELCA
Pastor: Jim Bump, 320-558-6851, 1155 County Road 75. Services: Sun. 
Worship 9:30am.
Church of St. Luke
Father: Dennis Backer, 320-558-2124, 17545 Huber Ave NW. Services: 
Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8am & 10am, Weekday Mass Tues.-Fri. 8am/
Sat. 9am.
Tri-County Alliance Church
Pastor: David Fogal, 320-558-2750, 8464 160th St NW. Services: Sun. 
School 9am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• SILVER CREEK
Immanuel Lutheran Church
Pastor: Ken Tatkenhorst, 763-878-2820, 11390 Elliot Ave NW. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am
Silver Creek Community Church
Pastor: Zach Pryor, 320-963-3957, 4282 114th St NW. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9am, Sun. Fellowship 10am, Sun. School 10:30am. Kathy J. Nelson

(612) 219-8644
Becker Office: 12390 Sherburne Ave 
realtor.kathyjnelson@gmail.com

RYAN HUBBARD
763-263-8334 

RESIDENTIAL  • COMMERCIAL - AGRICULTURAL

6715 125th Ave - Clear Lake, MN
320.743.2387 • Cell: 320.290.9843

Scott & Tonia Ulsby

KEN GEROUX CONSTRUCTION
C O R P O R A T I O N

Integrity • Excellence
Uncompromising Customer Satisfaction

Lic. #BC002757
Big Lake • 763-263-6878

Order Online!

Becker Pizza Depot
The Area’s Best Pizza -- Ask Anyone!

14281 Bank Street, Becker • 763-262-2700
www.BeckerPizzaDepot.com • Facebook: Pizza Depot

Pizza, Wings & More

Becker 763-261-4200  |  Princeton 763-389-4099
Monticello 763-271-7177

www.sherburnestatebank.com

Your Hometown Bank

Sherburne
State Bank

Member 
FDIC

290 EAGLE LAKE RD. N. BIG LAKE
763-263-3262 • WWW.CORNEROAKSDENTAL.COM

FAMILY & COSMETIC DENTISTRY

DR. REED DILL & 
DR. PETER KUEFLER

16455 122nd St Becker MN 55308

763-263-9471

763- 262-6500
quality cars, trucks & vans
www.dansofbiglake.com

24 
HOUR
Towing & recovery

19640 200th Ave., Big Lake

Big Lake

 763-263-6350
parkdental.com

This space 
can be yours!
763-275-0275

• Family Owned 
    & Operated
• Light, Medium and 
    Heavy Duty  Towing 

• Lockouts 
• Jump Starts 
• Winch Recovery

www.bobstowingandrecovery.com

• BIG LAKE 
• ELK RIVER 
• MONTICELLO

Church DirectoryChurch DirectoryChurch Directory

This space 
can be yours!
763-275-0275

320-743-2479 
• dahlensheetmetal@frontier.com

P.O. Box 646 • Becker, MN 55308
www.dahlensheetmetal.com

This space 
can be yours!
763-275-0275

ADVERTISE IN OUR CHURCH 
DIRECTORY!  CALL THE PATRIOT 

TO FIND OUT HOW @ 763-275-0275

Marliss passed away 
peacefully October 11th, 
2021, surrounded by loved 
ones. 

Marliss was born in Lang-
don, ND, on the family farm 
of Arthur and Alice Rude. She 
and her husband raised their 
family in Glencoe, MN, and 

moved to Becker, MN, upon 
retirement. Marliss was pre-
ceded in death by her husband, 
Robert “Bob”; and sisters, 
Bernice, and Darlyne. 

She is survived by her 
children, Dan (Crystal), 
Margo (Mark), and Randa 
(Tim); grandchildren, Carter, 
Logan, Maya, and Seth; and 
many other loving family and 
friends.

A memorial service will 
be held Saturday, October 
30, 2021 at 11:00 AM, with a 
gathering of family and friends 
from 10:00-11:00 AM, all held 
at Roseville Lutheran Church, 
1215 Roselawn Ave. W, Ros-
eville MN. 

In lieu of flowers, memori-
als preferred to the Sherburne 
County Historical Society.

Marliss (nee Rude) Bock, Age 89
Becker, MN

1932 – October 11, 2021
Preceded 

by husband, 
Francis “Red” 
Pouliot; sib-
lings, Harold, 
Pat,  John, 
M a r g a r e t , 
Shirley, and 
D o r o t h y ; 
and son-in-
law, Harold. 
Survived by 
children, She-
rie Kolbin-
ger, and Larry 
Pouliot; grandchildren, Brian 
(Bonnie) Kolbinger, Jeni 
(Lee) Kroal; great-grandchil-
dren, Nate, Victoria, Andrew, 
Ashlyn, Owen, and Lauren; 
and other relatives & friends. 

Bea was a longtime mem-
ber of Mary of the Visitation 
Catholic Church in Becker 
(formerly known as Immac-
ulate Conception) and former 
President of the Ballentine 
VFW Uptown Post. She was 
very social and had many, 
many friends. Her social life 
lead her on many adventures. 

Her destina-
tions included 
the casino, 
the bowling 
al ley,  the 
family cabin 
on the lake, 
Las Vegas, 
and even Ha-
waii. She will 
be greatly 
missed, but 
we will al-
ways remem-

ber her for her 
lively spirit.

Mass of Christian Burial 
will be held at 11AM, 
Wednesday, October 27, 
2021, at Mary of the Visitation  
Catholic Church, 12100 Sher-
burne Ave, Becker, MN. In-
terment to follow Mass in 
Immaculate Conception Cem-
etery, Becker, MN. 

Arr. by Peterson-Grimsmo 
Funeral Chapel, Monticello. 
763-295-2918. (www.peter-
son-grimsmochapel.com)

Beatrice “Bea” M. Pouliot, Age 92
Becker, MN

May 3, 1929 – October 13, 2021

Lois passed away on 
10/15/21. 

Preceded by parents Clar-
ence & Laverne (Holland) 
Scherr; husband Jerry; son 
John; great-granddaughter 
Kallan; siblings Bill, and 
Cheryl. Survived by children 
Tammy (Leon) Thomas, Carol 
(Chris) Klein, and Scott Ross 
(Michael Gaines); grandchil-
dren Jessica (Hudson) Thomas, 
Chad (Sarah) Thomas, Lyndsi 
(Adam) Olinger, Tyffani 
(Joe) Maresh, Ross (Briana) 
Thomas. 14 great-grandchil-
dren; 8 siblings; numerous 
nieces & nephews; and other 
relatives & friends. 

Lois enjoyed spending 
times with her family, chil-
dren, and grandchildren, 
camping, fishing, playing 
cards, going on picnics, quilt-
ing, and making afghans. 

Funeral service was, 
Wednesday, October 20, 2021, 
at Resurrection Lutheran 
Church, 9300 Jason Ave, 
Monticello, MN. Visitation 1 
hour prior to service at church. 

Arr. by Peterson-Grimsmo 
Funeral Chapel, Monticello. 
763-295-2918. (www.peter-
son-grimsmochapel.com)

Lois Ann Ross, Age 78
Formerly of Big Lake, MN

August 9, 1943 – October 15, 2021

B r u c e 
grew up in 
St. Paul and 
g r a d u a t e d 
from Me-
chanic Arts 
High School. 
He spent 34 
years working 
at Mate Preci-
sion Tool. 

To know 
Bruce was 
an adventure 
of it’s own, 
the memories that were cre-
ated will provide an endless 
amount of stories and laughs. 
He cherished the time spent 
with family and was always 
looking forward to the next 
gathering.  

Preceded in death by par-
ents Jeanette Marie LeBlanc; 
Alfred James Pfeffer; niece 
Amber Menezes Scholl. Sur-
vived by his pekingese Gidget, 
who provided so much love 
and joy to his life; siblings 
Vickie (Mike) Kuta of Inver 
Grove Heights; Randy of 

Bayport; Mi-
chelle Scholl 
of Champlin; 
7 nieces and 
nephews; and 
many great 
nieces and 
nephews. 

A special 
thank you to 
Anoka, Elk 
River  and 
West St. Paul 
Fresnius Kid-

ney Care for 
their support over the past 10 
years. 

Mass of Christian burial 
was, Friday October 22 at 
Saint Mary’s Catholic Church, 
Mora MN. Burial Saturday 
October 23rd at Saint Joseph’s 
cemetery in Brooks, MN. 

Arrangements provided by 
Methven Funeral and Crema-
tion Services, Dresser Meth-
ven Chapel, Mora, MN www.
methvenfuneralhome.com

Bruce James Pfeffer, Age 65
Big Lake, MN

 November 6, 1955 – October 11, 2021

Theodore Steven Fried-
man, lovingly known as 
Teddy, went to be with the 
Lord on Saturday morning 
October 9, 2021, in Colorado 
Springs, CO. Funeral services 
will be held at Bridgeview 
Church in Big Lake, MN on 
Saturday, October 23 at 12:00 
pm. Burial to follow the ser-
vice at the Becker Cemetery. 
Visitation was at Bridgeview 
Church on Friday, October 
22, and one hour prior to the 
Saturday service at 11:00 am. 
Pastor Kevin Drehmel and 
Pastor Steve Royalty will offi-
ciate. Arrangements have been 
entrusted to Williams Ding-
mann Family Funeral Home in 
Becker.

Teddy died of a sudden 
illness.

Teddy was born June 1st, 
1994, in New Hope, MN to 
Steven & Christina (Carl-
son) Friedman and moved to 
Becker MN, at a young age. 
He was homeschooled and 
participated heavily in foot-
ball and track at Becker High 
school. Teddy felt called by 
the Lord to serve, he grew up 
ministering to others at church 
alongside his siblings. After 
High School he attended the 
University of Northwestern, 
St Paul, where he also played 
football, and then attended St 
Cloud State University. During 
college he worked at Becker 
Furniture World before enlist-
ing in the U.S. Army, serving 
in the Infantry. One of his most 
treasured accomplishments in 
life was marrying his soulmate 
Macy and becoming a father 
to his precious daughter Kin-
ley. They moved to Colorado 
Springs where he served as 
an Infantry Specialist at Fort 
Carson. Teddy will be remem-
bered by those who loved him 
as that one in a million. Hard-
working, loyal, selfless, and 
kind. He always had a heart for 
service whether it be serving 
the Lord, his family or serving 
in the US Military. Everyone 
knew to never take Teddy too 
seriously; he was always find-

ing a way to add humor into 
every moment of life. Anyone 
who knew Teddy also knows 
he spent countless hours in the 
gym (@pumpzoo). He was 
dedicated in every aspect of 
his life, giving 110% in every-
thing he did. He was a selfless 
person who loved and lived 
life to the fullest. Teddy had 
future plans to go into law en-
forcement in Rapid City, SD 
alongside his brother. Teddy 
was a father, a husband, a son, 
a brother, an uncle, and a best 
friend.

Teddy is survived by 
his wife, Macy of Colorado 
Springs, CO; daughter, Kin-
ley of Colorado Springs, CO; 
father and mother, Steve and 
Christina of Becker; broth-
ers and sisters, Nick (Lisa) 
of Rapid City, SD, Tatianna 
(Joel) Phillips of Nashville, 
TN, Isaiah (Amanda) of State 
College, PA, Parker of Becker, 
Adair (Cody) Case of Bemidji, 
Kerry, Noah, Rainna, Alyssa 
and Johnny all of Becker; 
mother-in-law, Jody (Nick) 
Mattson of Duxbury, MN; 
father-in-law, Mark Erson 
of Plymouth; sister-in-law, 
Jade (Dom) Erson of Becker; 
brother-in-law, Reed Erson of 
Becker; six nieces and neph-
ews with two on the way; and 
many other family & friends. 
Teddy was preceded in death 
by his brother, Benjamin, and 
dear grandma, Kate Carlson.

Obituary, Guest Book, and 
Video Tribute available on-
line: www.williamsdingmann.
com

Theodore “Teddy” S. Friedman, Age 27
Colorado Springs, CO
Formerly of Becker

June 1, 1994 – October 9, 2021



Page 4B • Patriot, Saturday, October 23, 2021

Public Notices

School Districts Public Notices

Township Public Notices

City Public Notices

Clear Lake City Council
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Clear Lake City  

Council will hold a public hearing on Monday November 1, 2021, at 
7 P.M. at the Clear Lake City Hall, 7684 1st Ave West, for the pur-
pose of discussing/reviewing and approval of the preliminary plat 
for the Parkside Development. 
(Published in the Patriot: 10/23/21).

*Free X-ray & consult offer has a minimum value of $75 and covers a 
traditional 2-D X-Ray & consult at initial visit. Free X-ray & consult 
offer may not be combined with any other coupons, discounts, insurance 
program, or prior order. Offer may change or end without notice. **Bring in 
a treatment plan from any competitor and we will beat the total treatment 
plan for comparable services. Treatment plan must come from a licensed 
dentist within the past six months for comparable services and is subject 
to verification. Some plans are excluded. Full details of the Best Price 
Guarantee are available from our web site or at this practice. [Valid until 
December 31, 2021.]

27326-2

AFFORDABLEDENTURES.COM

Delivering a 
smile for 
every budget.

FREE X-RAY & CONSULT FOR 
NEW DENTURE PATIENTS*

BRADLEY T. SIM, DDS
GENERAL DENTIST

AFFORDABLE DENTURES & IMPLANTS – 
ST. CLOUD, P.C.

3959 2ND STREET, SUITE 207/208
ST. CLOUD, MN 56301

866.977.6677

Ask about our
 Best Price Guarantee**

NOTICE OF LOCATION WHERE BALLOTS 
WILL BE COUNTED

INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 726
(BECKER PUBLIC SCHOOLS)

STATE OF MINNESOTA
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the election judges for In-

dependent School District No. 726 shall count the ballots cast in the 
School District’s November 2, 2021 special election at the following 
locations:
COMBINED POLLING PLACE: 

Becker City Hall
12060 Sherburne Avenue 
Becker, MN 55308

Dated: 10/19/21    
BY ORDER OF THE SCHOOL BOARD
By: Ryan Obermoller
School District Clerk
Independent School District No. 726
(Becker Public Schools)
State of Minnesota
(Published in the Patriot: 10/23/21; 10/30/21).

CITY OF BECKER
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given that the City of Becker Planning Com-
mission will hold a special meeting at 4:30 p.m. on Wednesday, No-
vember 3, 2021 at the Becker City Hall, 12060 Sherburne
Avenue. The Planning Commission will hold the following public 
hearings at this meeting:

Approximately 6:00 p.m. Public Hearing: Preliminary Plat 
of Energy Park Eighth Addition. Applicant, City of Becker, and 
owner, Potter Investments, LLC have submitted an application for a 
Preliminary Plat for the consolidation of three existing parcels. The 
properties are identified as PID #60-491-0105, #60-491-0110, and 
#60-486-0215.

Following the above Public Hearing: Drainage and Utility 
Easement Vacation application. Applicant, City of Becker, has 
submitted an application to vacate the drainage and utility easement 
vacation on locted across Lot 2, Block 1 of Energy Park Seventh Ad-
dition and Lot 3, Block 2 of Energy Park Fifth Addition, Sherburne 
County, Minnesota.

Anyone interested in this proposal is encouraged to attend and 
comment at the Public Hearing. If you are unable to attend please 
provide written comment to Mary Roe at P.O. Box 250, Becker, 
MN 55308 or by e-mail to mroe@ci.becker.mn.us by 4:00 p.m. No-
vember 3, 2021.
(Published in the Patriot: 10/23/21).

Sherburne County Public Notices

Sherburne County
WARRANTS FOR PUBLICATION

Warrants Approved On 9/14/2021 For Payment 9/14/2021
Vendor Name   Amount
Northern Natural Gas Co  163,821.69
 Final Total:  163,821.69
 (Published in the Patriot:  10/23/21).

Sherburne County
WARRANTS FOR PUBLICATION

Warrants Approved On 9/17/2021 For Payment 9/17/2021
Vendor Name   Amount
Ann Karspeck & Rotz Septic & Excavating 17,375.00
Anoka County 82,728.00
Carefree Cleaning LLC 5,903.00
Cellebrite USA, Inc 4,300.00
Commercial Asphalt Co 2,433.04
Daikin Applied 11,517.60
Diamond Acoustics Inc 4,150.00
DVS 2,592.29
Granite Electronics Inc 2,634.88
Hawk Analytics, Inc 4,995.00
Helmin Construction 22,131.67
John C. & Carrie Creswell 14,919.65
Kiesler Police Supply 7,649.95
Mansfield Oil Co of Gainesville, Inc 16,015.29
Marco 8,255.58
Michael Schluender & Patricia Hein 13,950.00
Minnesota Monitoring Inc 3,019.50
Nellie Blonigen 14,915.17
New Look Contracting Inc 97,345.90
North Country Chevrolet Buick GMC 39,266.00
Roland A & Cynthia Creswell 14,915.18
Rutland Law, PLLC 6,280.00
Split Rock Management Inc 6,450.00
Summit Food Service, LLC 16,631.86
The Hartford 40,881.96
Thomson Reuters- West- Payment Center 2,179.68
Total Energy Systems LLC 4,614.00
Treas Haven Township 2,990.08
Windstream 3,240.91
95 Payments less than 2000 49,269.88
 Final Total:  523,551.07
 (Published in the Patriot:  10/23/21).

Sherburne County
WARRANTS FOR PUBLICATION

Warrants Approved For Payment 9/13/2021
Vendor Name   Amount
Mn Dept Of Revenue  743,245.85
State Of Minnesota  2,399.02
4 Payments less than 2000 7,037.43
 Final Total:  752,682.30
 (Published in the Patriot:  10/23/21).

Sherburne County
WARRANTS FOR PUBLICATION

Warrants Approved On 9/24/2021 For Payment 9/24/2021
Vendor Name   Amount
A S Business & Tax Solutions 10,000.00
Amkris Corporation 20,000.00
Brew Fitness LLC 20,000.00
Central Fleet Service & Parts Inc 20,000.00
Cottage Industries Inc 10,000.00
CrossFit Elk River Inc 15,520.00
Elk River Travel Corp 20,000.00
GLM Displays LLC 20,000.00
Mason Schwartz Agency 10,000.00
Natures Dry Cleaning 10,000.00
Pinnacle Foods LP 20,000.00
Speed, Props & Pylons 20,000.00
Starz Dance Studio Inc 10,000.00
Superior Studio Inc 10,000.00
 Final Total:  215,520.00
 (Published in the Patriot:  10/23/21).

Sherburne County
WARRANTS FOR PUBLICATION

Warrants Approved On 9/24/2021 For Payment 9/24/2021
Vendor Name   Amount
Braun Intertec Corp 12,939.50
Cardinal Investigations 5,950.00
Century Link 2,081.88
Civic Plus 8,632.58
CPS Technology Solutions Inc 7,925.00
Dacotah Paper Co 6,229.99
Delta Dental Of Minnesota 27,233.78
EnviroPro Solutions LLC 5,338.38
Federal Resources 2,206.98
Fidelity Security Life 2,358.50
Food Express USA 2,390.12
Galls, LLC 3,741.26
H & L Mesabi 17,700.00
H & R Construction Co Inc 3,800.00
HDR Engineering Inc. 32,077.08
Health Partners - Group Health Inc 23,659.88
Helmin Construction 42,903.67
High Line Software Inc 3,231.00
Hoglund Bus Co. Inc 3,385.24
Jeremy Burna & MJS Dirt Works LLC 15,906.00
Jeremy’s Lawn Service Inc 4,188.00
Keefe Supply Company 17,499.12
Leads Online 3,226.99
Lockridge Grindal Nauen PLLP 3,000.00
Maxima Supply 4,103.92
McDowall Comfort Management 120,172.62
Medica 677,989.70
Minnesota Paving & Materials 1,641,785.49
Phoenix Supply 3,321.14
Presbyterian Family Foundation 13,898.68
SkyNorth Software 10,710.00
SRF Consulting Group Inc 36,309.93
Streichers Inc 2,136.91
Summit Food Service, LLC 31,154.23
The Pathfinder Network 2,190.00
Thomson Reuters-West-Payment Center 7,170.41
Treas Palmer Township 7,375.87
Warzecha Auto Works, Inc 2,795.92
WSB & Associates Inc 2,095.00
89 Payments less than 2000 38,208.34
 Final Total:  2,859,023.11
 (Published in the Patriot:  10/23/21).

Sherburne County
WARRANTS FOR PUBLICATION

Warrants Approved On 9/24/2021 For Payment 9/24/2021
Vendor Name   Amount
Further        3,033.50 
Final Total:                                         3,033.50
 (Published in the Patriot:  10/23/21).

Sherburne County
WARRANTS FOR PUBLICATION

Warrants Approved For Payment 9/20/2021
Vendor Name   Amount
State Of Minnesota    2,233.00
5 Payments less than 2000   8,684.72
  Final Total:                                        10,917.72
 (Published in the Patriot:  10/23/21).

TOWN OF BECKER
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given that the Becker Township Planning 
Commission will hold their monthly meeting at 7:00 p.m. on Mon-
day, November 8, 2021 at Becker Town Hall, 12165 Hancock Street. 
The Planning Commission will meet to consider the following appli-
cation(s) and other planning and zoning related topics.  Beginning at 
approximately 7:01 p.m. and following:

Public hearing for Kyle Schlief – Applicant and Pauline An-
derson – Owner.  The owner and applicant have submitted a Pre-
liminary and Final Plat Applications for the parcel located at 14898 
102nd Street SE, Becker, MN.  

Anyone interested in this request is encouraged to attend and 
comment at the Public Hearing.  If you wish to attend via Zoom, 
contact the clerk for details.  If you have questions regarding the 
requests please contact the clerk at Becker Township Hall, 12165 
Hancock Street, Becker, MN, 763-261-5301.  If you are unable 
to attend please provide written comment to Lucinda Messman at  
P.O. Box 248, Becker, MN  55308 or by email to  
clerk@beckertownship.org by 4:00 p.m., November 9, 2021.  
Lucinda Messman
Clerk, Becker Township
(Published in the Patriot: 10/23/21).

DEADLINES
Notices & Legals

Wednesdays At Noon
Contact Kathy:

763-275-0275 or 
Email:

legals.kathy@patriotnewsmn.com

www.patriotnewsmn.com

The following individuals have been booked into the Sherburne 
County Jail for the alleged offense(s): Tara Lynn Frandsen, 44 of 
Monticello, MN  55362 - MSD DWI. Matthew Edward Walentiny, 34 
of Princeton, MN  55371 - FEL 5th degree drugs, GM 3rd degree DWI 
& MSD obstruction. Darlene Jean Theodorson, 50 of Zimmerman, MN  
55398 - MSD domestic abuse no contact order violation. Evan William 
Senske, 26 of Princeton, MN  55371 - MSD 4th degree DWI. Suzanne 
Marie Johnson, 60 of Saint Cloud, MN  56304 - MSD 
harassment by mail. Taylor Joel Kapphahn, 33 of Big 
Lake, MN  55309 - MSD domestic assault. John Ed-
ward Gleason, 37 of Big Lake, MN  55309 - GM driv-
ing after cancellation - IPS. Jarell Eugene Draughn, 
22 of St. Paul, MN  55104 - FEL 3rd degree criminal 
sexual conduct, 4th degree criminal sexual conduct & 
false name to police. Kristina Marie Turner, 34 of Fed-
eral Dam, MN  55649 - FEL 5th degree drugs. Corey 
Ronald Maxson, 18 of Litchfield, MN  55355 - FEL 
5th degree drugs, GM carry a pistol without a per-
mit. Justin Michael Habiger, 34 of Sauk Rapids, MN  
56379 - FEL Flee Peace Officer in MV, 1st degree 
drugs, 5th degree drugs & Dept. of Corrections war-
rant. Jairo Missael Fernandez-Soto, 37 of Saint Cloud, 
MN  56304 - GM malicious punishment of a child. Jennifer Natalie Ber-
nard, 37 of Mountain Iron, MN  55768 - FEL fleeing a Peace Officer, 
GM 2nd degree DWI & MSD open bottle. Jerry Leonard Calhoun, 33 of 
Minneapolis, MN  55411 - FEL 5th degree drugs & MSD driving after 
revocation. Todd John Paumen, 51 of Becker, MN  55308 - Sherburne 
Co. warrant. Michael Antonio Wilson, Sr., 34 of Ridgecrest, CA 93555 
- Benton Co. & Sherburne Co. warrants. Dakota Brandon Magney, 26 
of Saint Cloud, MN  56304 - Dakota Co. & Sherburne Co. warrants. 
Aleah Dawn Becker, 40 of Watertown, MN 55388 - Sherburne Co. war-
rant. James Loran Crane, 48 of Saint Cloud, MN  56304 - Benton Co. & 
Sherburne Co. warrants. Simone Georgette Boyd-Evans, 24 of Onamia, 
MN  56359 - Sherburne Co. warrant. Travis John Hawkinson, 38 of Elk 
River, MN  55330 - Sherburne Co. warrant. Tone ThornLynn Blanks, 25 
of Sandstone, MN  55072 - Sherburne Co. warrant. Adan Ahmed Ali, 25 
of Saint Cloud, MN  56303 - Stearns Co. warrant. Shawn Robert Michals, 
36 of Coon Rapids, MN  55433 - Anoka Co. & Sherburne Co. warrants. 
Sabriena Ann Hale, 26 of Anoka, MN  55303 - Sherburne Co. warrant. 
Paris Terrill Berry, 44 of Saint Cloud, MN  56301 - Sherburne Co. war-

rant. Nicholas David Aubart, 51 of Champlin, MN  55316 on Sherburne 
County and Stearns County warrants. Daniel Lloyd Weber, 38 of Cold 
Spring, MN  56320 - Sherburne Co. warrant. Michael Joseph Lehner, 46 
of Elk River, MN  55330 - Sherburne Co. warrant.
Citations Issued: 2 smoking, chewing tobacco, or e-cigarettes prohibited 
in public or charter school, 1 drugs - possess/sale small amount of mar-
ijuana - no remuneration, 1 traffic regulations-failure to stop for traffic 

control signal, 11 speed - exceed limit, 1 speed - exceed 
limit 65 mph freeway expressway, 4 speed - exceed 55 
mph limit where appropriate, 1 vehicle registration/
permit/plates required, 1 driver must carry proof of in-
surance when operating vehicle, 2 4th degree DWI, 1 
dl restrictions - MS non-alcohol/controlled substance, 
4 driving after revocation, 1 chips runaway, 1 assault 
- 5th degree - inflict attempt bodily harm, 1 domestic 
abuse no contact order violation. Total: 32
Calls for Service: 3 stop arm violation, 1 burglary, 
5 theft, 1 theft – motor vehicle, 2 assault, 2 DWI, 8 
disturbing the peace, 5 harassment, 3 property damage, 
2 crimes against administration of justice, 1 crimes 
against government,  4 fraud complaint, 2 animal lost, 
2 missing person, 4 animal found, 2 property found, 5 

accident – mv personal injury, 4 accident – mv property damage, 1acci-
dent – mv property damage hit and run, 7 accident – vehicle v. animal, 3 
animal complaint, 1 conservation, 2 dog complaint, 1 animal bite, 2 fire 
– other, 1 fire – dwelling, 1 fire – grass, 5 alarm – fire, 1 alarm – carbon 
monoxide, 3 death, 27 medical, 3 mental case, 2 miscellaneous public, 3 
domestic, 7 public assist,  28 agency assist, 11 alarm – security, 19 civil 
complaint, 125 officer initiated traffic stop, 15 traffic complaint, 1 gar-
bage/littering, 4 suspicious person, 4 suspicious vehicle, 16 juvenile com-
plaint, 19 security check, 15 extra patrol, 1 deliver message, 10 check the 
welfare, 1 burning complaint, 2 ATV complaint, 2 shooting complaint, 
1 repossession, 1 parking complaint, 6 jail medical, 23 paper service, 9 
suspicious activity, 2 hazardous road conditions, 22 miscellaneous of-
ficer, 7 background check, 4 warrant arrest, 24 transport, 1 911 phone 
alarm, 1 equipment problems, 6 911 hang up, 5 court book & release, 1 
extradition, 1 follow up, 1 juvenile runaway, 5 mail tampering, 1 public 
lift assist, 1 tobacco, 1 vandalism, 4 vehicle lockout, 1 vehicle off road, 
5 warrant attempt. Total: 532

Sherburne County Sheriff’s
Activity Report

Week of 10/11/2021 - 10/17/2021

SHERIFF & POLICE REPORTS
are posted on our website: 
www.patriotnewsmn.com
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Sherburne County Board of Commissioners
October 5, 2021 - County Board Meeting Minutes

Call to Order
The Sherburne County Board of Commissioners convened in reg-
ular session on October 5, 2021, at the Sherburne County Gov-
ernment Center in the City of Elk River, MN. Call to order by the 
Chair was at 9:00am.
•  Moment of Silence and Pledge of Allegiance
•  Approval of Regular Meeting Proposed Agenda
•  Fobbe/Dolan were unanimous to approve the Regular Meeting 
Agenda as amended with the addition of Special County Board Meet-
ing Minutes as item 2.17 Risk Management Specialist Travel to PRIMA 
as item 2.18.
Consent Agenda
Burandt/Dolan were unanimous to approve the Consent Agenda as pre-
sented. 
•  Approved County Board Meeting Minutes: September 21, 2021
•  Approved County Workshop Meeting Minutes: September 21, 2021
Limited Prosecution Agreement with Becker Township. 
Attorney
Kathleen Heaney, County Attorney
•  Approved a limited prosecution agreement with Becker Township and 
authorized the County Attorney to execute the same. (On file.)
Identify “County Park Fund” on Levy Resolution for 2022. 
Auditor / Treasurer
Diane Arnold, County Auditor/Treasurer
•  Approved and authorized the County Auditor-Treasurer to add a line 
to the 2022 Levy Resolution for  “County Park Fund” and to identify 
within the General Fund the same within the property tax system. (On 
file.)
Commissioner & Manual Warrants. Auditor / Treasurer
Diane Arnold, County Auditor/Treasurer
Approved Commissioner & Manual Warrants as follows:
•  September 14, 2021 Commissioner Warrants $163,821.69    
•  September 17, 2021 Commissioner Warrants $523,551.07    
•  September 17, 2021 Manual Warrants $752,682.30    
•  September 24, 2021 Commissioner Warrants #1 $3,033.50    
•  September 24, 2021 Commissioner Warrants #2 ARPA  $215,520.00    
•  September 24, 2021 Commissioner Warrants #3 $2,859,023.11    
•  September 24, 2021 Manual Warrants $10,917.72  
Foster Care Transportation Agreement. Health & Human Services
Jodi Heurung-Dick
•  Approved the foster care transportation agreement with Success 
Academy Charter School in St. Cloud. This agreement shall be in effect 
from October 1, 2021 -  June 30, 2022.(On file.)
HHS IFS Admin Warrants 9-24-21. Health & Human Services
Amanda Larson, HHS Director
Approved HHS IFS Admin Warrants as follows:
•  September 24, 2021 HHS IFS Admin Warrants $30,654.93
Revisions to Sherburne County Rules and Personnel Policies. 
Human Resources
Tammy Bigelow, Dan Weber, Assistant County Administrator
•  Approved the two (2) recommended revisions to the Sherburne 
County Rules and Personnel Policies - Chapter 9.1.6.2 (Promotion) & 
17.5.2 (Expense Policies). (On file.)
City of Elk River Recycling Day Expenditure. Planning & Zoning
Gabrielle Holman, Environmental Specialist
•  Approved reimbursing the City of Elk River an additional $763.58 to 
cover all eligible costs that were accrued during their spring Recycling 
Day event.  
Revocation of Conditional Use Permit at the Request of Property 
Owner. Planning & Zoning
Lynn Waytashek, Assistant Planning & Zoning Administrator
•  Approved by Resolution 100521-AD-2065 the revocation of an exist-
ing Conditional Use Permit (Doc # 260521), at the request of property 
owners. (On file.)
Final Contract Payment with New Look Contracting, Inc for Proj-
ect # SP 071-601-024 for 2020 CSAH 1 Reconstruction. Public 
Works
Andrew Witter, Public Works Department Head
•  Authorized final contract payment with New Look Contracting Inf 
for project # SP 071-601-024 for 2020 CSAH 1 Reconstruction from 
Hwy 10 to BNSF Railroad.
Amended Agreement with SRF Consulting Group for TH 169 
R-Cut Design and Construction Phase Services. Public Works
David Roedel, Assistant Public Works Director
•  Approved an Amended Agreement with SRF Consulting Group in 
the amount of $146,312 for TH 169 R-Cut Design and Construction 
Phase Services. The term of this amendment shall commence on the 
Amendment Effective Date of October 5, 2021 and shall terminate on 
the date that all obligations have been fulfilled and all deliverables have 
been approved by the County unless earlier terminated pursuant to the 
terms of the Agreement. (On file.)
Amended Agreement with HDR Engineering for County Road 43 
Design Phase Services. Public Works
David Roedel, Assistant Public Works Director
•  Approved an Amended Agreement with HDR Engineering in the 
amount of $28,663 for County Road 43 Design Phase Services. The 
term of this amendment shall commence on the Amendment Effective 
Date of October 5, 2021 and shall terminate on the date that all obli-
gations have been fulfilled and all deliverables have been approved 
by the County, unless earliest terminated pursuant to the terms of the 
Agreement. (On file.)
Park Memorial Request for Oak Savanna Park. Public Works
Gina Hugo, Park Coordinator
•  Approved a request for a Leopold Memorial Bench to be placed at 
Oak Savanna Park.
2021-2022 Toward Zero Death (TZD) Safe Roads Grant and Autho-
rizing by Resolution 100521-AD-2066 Execution of Grant Agree-
ment. Sheriff
Joel Brott, County Sheriff
•  Approved the acceptance of the 2021-2022 Toward Zero Death (TZD) 
Safe Roads Grant and authorized by Resolution 100521-AD-2066 Exe-
cution of said Grant Agreement. A total of $8,110 will be eligible to be 
spent regarding traffic safety efforts via this grant award from October 
1, 2021 through September 30, 2022. (On file.)
Zimmerman Public Safety Building as Precinct 1 Polling Place for 
the City of Zimmerman. Sheriff
Joel Brott, County Sheriff
•  Approved the City of Zimmerman’s request to utilize the Zimmer-
man Public Safety Building as a Precinct 1 Polling Place for the 2022 
primary and general elections.
Special County Board Meeting Minutes: September 21, 2021. Ad-
ministration
Approved Special County Board Meeting Minutes: September 21, 2021
Out-of-State Travel to Public Risk Management Association 
(PRIMA) Institute 2021. Human Resources
Tammy Bigelow, HR Director
•  Approved out-of-state travel for Staci Hecht (Risk Management Spe-
cialist) to attend the Public Risk Management Association (PRIMA) 
Institute in Nashville, Tennessee on October 27 - 29, 2021. The total 
cost of attending is approximately $1,873.  
Announcements
Administrator Messelt provided facility updates pertaining to work 
being done on the roof, doors and flooring in the Government Center 
and reminded the group of upcoming meetings. The Board was polled 
to see when an ARPA Workshop would work best. The group consensus 
was to add the workshop to the October 19th County Board Meeting 
agenda. 

Open Public Hearing
Public Hearing of On-Off Sale with Sunday Liquor License for Bar 
10. Auditor / Treasurer
Diane Arnold, County Auditor/Treasurer
•  The Chair opened the Public Hearing at 9:06am, for On-Off Sale 
with Sunday Liquor License for Bar 10 (formally Monty’s Tropical 
Hideout).The Public Hearing was closed at 9:07am. Nobody from the 
public was present to comment. Schmiesing/Fobbe were unanimous 
to approve an On-Off Sale with Sunday Liquor License for new own-
ership of Monty’s Tropical Hideout (new name Bar 10), pending state 
approval, and authorized the Auditor-Treasurer and Chairperson to ex-
ecute said license.
Open Forum
Brett Collier of Big Lake spoke regarding Tax Abatements.
Regular Agenda
Tax Abatement for Carlson Development Group LLC/Premier Ma-
rine. Administration
Dan Weber, Assistant County Administrator
Fobbe/Burandt to approve with a 4-0 vote Resolution No. 10052021-
AD-2064 authorizing the requested abatement of the County Property 
taxes relating to the expansion project. Assistant County Administrator 
Dan Weber provided a presentation recapping the tax abatement for 
Carlson Development Group LLC/Premier Marine.(On file.) Com-
missioner Dolan recused himself from the item. Carlson Development 
Group LLC owner Chris Carlson was present for any questions. Com-
missioners requested a workshop on abatements for further understand-
ing. 
Final Standard Plat of Elk Lake Oaks - N.C. Contracting Inc. Plan-
ning & Zoning
Lynn Waytashek, Assistant Planning & Zoning Administrator
•  Fobbe/Dolan unanimous to approve a requested Residential Final 
Standard Plat for “Elk Lake Oaks” consisting of (6) lots, with the fol-
lowing (6) Conditions, as recommended by the Planning Advisory 
Commission.  PID # 01-031-1112.  Legal Desc: That part of Govern-
ment Lot 2 (full legal on file). Sec 31, Twp 35, Rge 26, Baldwin Town-
ship.  20.37 acres in the General Rural District and within the Natural 
Environment Shoreland District of Goose Lake and within the General 
Development Shoreland District of Little Elk Lake.
Conditions:
1.  Park dedication fees for six (6) lots at $4,800. Fees are paid to Public 
Works prior to them signing the final plat mylars. 
2.  Must obtain driveway access permits from Baldwin Township and 
Sherburne County Public Works Department prior to driveway con-
struction.  
3.  The individual(s) who hold the driveway easement will need to sign 
off on the plat or consent as they are interest holders.
4.  An NPDES permit must be submitted to the Zoning Department 
prior to any land disturbing activities connected to this plat.  (Com-
pleted)
5.  A Stormwater and Erosion Control Permit from the Planning and 
Zoning Department is required prior to any land disturbing activities 
connected to this plat. (Completed) 
6.  The plat shall be recorded in the Office of the County Recorder/
Register of Titles, subject to recording fees, within one year of County 
Board approval of Final Plat.
Final Standard Plat of Sanford First Addition – Sanfords - Liest-
man, LLC. Planning & Zoning
 Lynn Waytashek, Assistant Planning & Zoning Administrator
•  Schmiesing/Fobbe were unanimous to approve a requested Residen-
tial Final Standard Plat for “Sanford First Addition” consisting of (9) 
lots, with the following (5) Conditions as recommended by the Planning 
Advisory Commission.  PID # 01-010-1302.  Legal Desc: Parcel A: 
That part of the Northeast Quarter (full legal on file).  Sec 10, Twp 35, 
Rge 26, Baldwin Township.  35.79 acres in the General Rural District.
Conditions:
1.  Park dedication fees for the 9 new lots at $800 per lot, totaling 
$7,200. Park fees must be paid prior to the Public Works Dept. signing 
the plat mylars. 
2.  Must obtain driveway access permits from Baldwin Township and 
Sherburne County Public Works Department prior to driveway con-
struction.  
3.  The plat shall be recorded in the Office of the County Recorder/
Register of Titles, subject to recording fees, within one year of County 
Board approval of Final Plat.
4.  An NPDES permit must be submitted to the Zoning Department 
prior to any land disturbing activities connected to this plat.  
5.  A Stormwater and Erosion Control Permit from the Planning and 
Zoning Department is required prior to any land disturbing activities 
connected to this plat.
Final Standard Plat of J and J Meadows - Jon and Jeff Smith. Plan-
ning & Zoning
Lynn Waytashek, Assistant Planning & Zoning Administrator
•  Fobbe/Dolan were unanimous to approve a requested Residential 
Final Standard Plat for “J and J Meadows” consisting of (5) lots, with 
the following (5) Conditions, as recommended by the Planning Advi-
sory Commission. PID # 01-018-2300.  Legal Desc: SW 1-4 of NW 1-4 
(full legal on file).  Sec 18, Twp 35, Rge 26, Baldwin Township.   33.07 
acres in the General Rural District.
Conditions:
1.  Park dedication fees for the 5 new lots at $800 per lot, totaling 
$4,000. Park fees must be paid prior to the Public Works Dept. signing 
the plat mylars. 
2.  Must obtain driveway access permits from Baldwin Township and 
Sherburne County Public Works Department prior to driveway con-
struction.   
3.  The plat shall be recorded in the Office of the County Recorder/
Register of Titles, subject to recording fees, within one year of County 
Board approval of Final Plat.
4.  An NPDES permit must be submitted to the Zoning Department 
prior to any land disturbing activities connected to this plat.  
5.  A Stormwater and Erosion Control Permit from the Planning and 
Zoning Department is required prior to any land disturbing activities 
connected to this plat.
Amending Zoning Ordinance-260-Section 5, Definitions and Rules 
of Language Construction, Subd 2, Definitions, Add Definition of 
Setback Averaging, Section 14, Shoreland Overlay District, Subd 
5.2 (A) Dimensions, Design and Utilities, Add Clarifying Language 
and Section 14, Shoreland Overlay District, Subdivision 3.1 (A) 
Permit Required, Add Clarifying Language. Planning & Zoning
Lynn Waytashek, Assistant Planning & Zoning Administrator
•  Schmiesing/Burandt unanimous to approve Amending Zoning Ordi-
nance-260-Section 5, Definitions and Rules of Language Construction, 
Subd 2, Definitions, to add definition of “Setback Averaging”; Section 
14, Shoreland Overlay District, Subd 5.2 (A) Dimensions, Design and 
Utilities, to add clarifying language; and Section 14, Shoreland Overlay 
District, Subdivision 3.1 (A) Permit Required, to add clarifying lan-
guage.
Vonco II License Modification. Planning & Zoning
Dave Lucas, Solid Waste Administrator
•  Schmiesing/Dolan unanimous to approve granting Vonco II a Mod-
ified Solid Waste License for the operations of: a Demolition Debris 
Landfill, Industrial Solid Waste Landfill, Source Separated Organics 
Compost Facility, Yard Waste Compost Facility, Processing Facility, 
and a MSW Transfer Station, with a term ending December 31, 2025. 
Solid Waste Administrator Dave Lucas provided the Board with up-
dated changes from Vonco. (On file.)
Vonco Big Lake Closed Landfill - Annual Residential Well Sam-
pling and Analysis. Planning & Zoning
Dave Lucas, Solid Waste Administrator

•  Dolan/Burandt were unanimous to approve the Fall sampling and 
analysis of six residential wells located downgradient of the Vonco Big 
Lake closed landfill, utilizing the services of Houston Engineering. 
Cost not to exceed cost of $5,300.  Dave also introduced Solid Waste 
Environmental Specialist Jerome Doede to the Board.
Appointment of Planning and Zoning Administrator. Administra-
tion
Bruce Messelt, County Administrator
•  Burandt/Dolan unanimous to approve the appointment of Ms. Lynn 
Waytashek as Planning and Zoning Administrator and Department 
Head, effective October 6th, 2021.
Recess Regular Meeting, Break
Reconvene Regular Meeting
Responses to “All Jail Food Service” Requests for Proposals (RFP) 
and Consider the Sheriff’s Office’s Recommendation to Award an 
Agreement for Said Services. Sheriff
Joel Brott, County Sheriff
•  Jail Administrator Brian Frank delivered a summary of responses to 
the “All Jail Food Service” Requests for Proposals (RFP). Schmiesing/
Dolan were unanimous to approve  the Sheriff’s Office’s recommen-
dation to award Trinity Services Group an agreement for said services. 
(On file.)
Addition of 10 hours to the Public Health Planner Position. Health 
& Human Services
Nicole Ruhoff, CHS Administrator
•  Schmiesing/Fobbe unanimous to approve an addition of 10 hours to 
the Public Health Planner Position. The cost of the additional 10 hours 
from 11/1/2021 to 12/31/2023 will be $69,693.68.  
American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) Update and Recommended Ap-
provals and Expenditures. Administration
Dan Weber, Assistant County Administrator
Approved the bi-weekly ARPA related expenditures as follows:
•  Dolan/Burandt were unanimous to approve the expenses less than 
$50,000 totaling $79,896.92 (On file.) 
•  Dolan/Fobbe were unanimous to approve the expenses greater than 
$50,000 totaling $60,000 - Cyber Security Response Retainer Services. 
(On file.)
•  Dolan/Burandt were unanimous to approve the Business Recovery 
Grants totaling $70,000. (On file.)
Central Mississippi River Regional Planning Partnership - Update. 
Administration
County Commissioners Raeanne Danielowski and Tim Dolan
•  An update on the Central Mississippi Regional River Planning Part-
nership was provided by Commissioners Danielowski and Dolan.
Commissioner Correspondence, Committee Reports, Upcoming 
Meetings, Future Agenda Items
Commissioner Fobbe - Capital Investment Tour, Planning & Zoning 
Interviews, GRRL Board Meeting, Rum River 1 Watershed 1 Plan, 
Strategic Planning Meeting, Pat Carr Retirement Party, Princeton Air-
port Meeting, MnDOT & FAA Meeting
Commissioner Dolan - Excel Breakfast, CMRP, Strategic Planning
Commissioner Schmiesing - Strategic Planning, Special Emergency 
Services Board Meeting
Commissioner Burandt -Rum River 1 Watershed 1 Plan, Strategic 
Planning, AMC Bridging the Divide, Pat Carr Retirement Party, AMC 
Breakfast, Lobbyist meeting, SCHSAC, IEIC Meeting
Commissioner Danielowski - Senate Bonding Tour, Planning & Zon-
ing Interviews, Connexus Energy Update Webinar, 7W Broadband 
Webinar, Options Board Meeting, CMRP, Pat Carr Retirement Party, 
County Road 43 Meeting, Lobbyist Meeting
Adjourn Regular Meeting, Break
Reconvene, Open Workshop Meeting
Adjourn Workshop Meeting
Commissioner Warrants (1)
9/14/21      16,051.69  General Revenue Fund
    147,770.00  Taxes & Penalties Fund
    163,821.69  Total
Commissioner Warrants
9/17/21    199,934.86  General Revenue Fund
    201,380.11  Public Works Fund
      21,780.39  Solid Waste Fund
      39,611.75  Jail Commissary Fund
           326.49  Sherco Regional Rail Authority
      19,635.51  Justice Center Enterprise Fund
      40,881.96  Agency Collections
    523,551.07  Total 
Commissioner Warrants
9/17/21    752,682.30  Agency Collections
    752,682.30  Total 
Commissioner Warrants
9/24/21      30,361.93  Human Service Fund
           293.00  Children’s Mental  Health  
   Collaborative
      30,654.93 Total
Warrants
9/24/21        4,185.14  Centracare Health Ed & Pro  
   Develop. Dept
           528.00  Lexis Nexis
           700.00  M C A A E D U C AT I O N A L  
   FOUDNATION
           392.56  McCoss/Daniel J
        1,692.14  Office Of MN.IT Services
           490.00  Seven County Process Servers,  
   LLC
        9,998.10  Sherburne Co Sheriff
        4,050.00  Sherburne County Auditor  
   Treasurer
        6,068.00  Women & Youth Community  
   Action Network
        2,550.99  22 Payments less than 300
      30,654.93 Total
Commissioner Warrants #1
9/24/21        3,033.50  General Revenue Fund
        3,033.50 Total
Commissioner Warrants APRA
9/24/21    215,520.00  General Revenue Fund
    215,520.00  Total
Commissioner Warrants #3
9/24/21    257,805.58  General Revenue Fund
 1,801,962.45  Public Works Fund
             49.46  Human Service Fund
           697.50  County Ditch Fund
        7,926.12  Law Library fund
      24,141.87  Solid Waste Fund
      26,030.68  Jail Commissary Fund
           689.24  Sherco Regional Rail Authority
      31,284.95  Justice Center Enterprise Fund
    707,733.98  Agency Collections
           701.28  Taxes & Penalties Fund
 2,859,023.11  Total
Manual Warrants
9/24/21        1,954.97  General Revenue Fund
        8,962.75  Agency Collections
      10,917.72 Total
/s/ Raeanne Danielowski, Board Chairperson                       
/s/ Bruce Messelt, Administrator
Published in. the Patriot: 10/23/21).

Sherburne County Public Notices

APPLICATIONS BEING 
ACCEPTED FOR

SHERBURNE COUNTY 
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

Sherburne County is currently taking applications for volun-
teers to serve on the Sherburne County Board of Adjustment.  This 
Board meets one time a month on the second Thursday at 6:00 PM at 
the Sherburne County Government Center in Elk River, MN and is 
paid a per diem plus mileage. This Board reviews variance requests 
and appeals in the unincorporated areas of the County. If you have 
an interest in serving, please contact the Sherburne County Zoning 
Department at (763) 765-4450 or 1-800-438-0578 for an applica-
tion or on-line at  https://www.co.sherburne.mn.us/DocumentCenter/
View/308

The application deadline is November 19, 2021.  Appointments 
will be made by the Sherburne County Board of Commissioners.
(Published in the Patriot: 10/23/21).

Sherburne County Board of Commissioners
October 5, 2021 - County Board Workshop Minutes

The Board Chair opened the County Board Workshop Meeting.
GIS Update - Economic Development Website & Preview
Adopt-A-Drain Website. Public Works
Brett Forbes, GIS Coordinator
• GIS Coordinator Brett Forbes displayed the new GIS website used 
to promote economic development and presented a preview of the 
Adopt- A -Drain collaborative website.
IT Review of the Cloud, Market, and Innovation. Administra-
tion
Brian Kamman, IT Director
•  IT Director Brian Kamman provided the Board with the County’s 
current IT operations, specifically cloud and storage solutions. Di-
rection was provided from the Board and an update will be planned 
for follow-up.
Adjourn Workshop Meeting
/s/ Raeanne Danielowski, Board Chairperson
/s/ Bruce Messelt, Administrator
(Published in the Patriot: 10/23/21).
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SECTION 1.0 INTRODUCTION
1.1 PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The County of Sherburne (County) Planning and Zoning Admin-
istration (Zoning) is seeking proposals from qualified proposers 
to provide for a permitting system that will meet the specifica-
tions identified in this Request for Proposal (RFP). It is our ob-
jective to purchase a customizable permitting system to meet the 
Land Use and Permitting needs of County Zoning and County 
Solid Waste. The customized permitting system will automate the 
permitting and land use processes and provide County Zoning 
Staff with a flexible comprehensive solution.

1.2 PROJECT INFORMATION CONTACT
Questions concerning content of the RFP shall be in written for-
mat, sent by U.S. Mail or E-Mail and directed to the below listed 
name, must be received prior to 4:30 p.m. on November 2, 2021.

Sherburne County Planning and Zoning Administration
Attention: Carrie Winter, Office Supervisor
13880 Business Center Drive
Elk River, MN 55330
OR
Carrie.Winter@co.sherburne.mn.us

1.3 PROJECT TIMETABLE
The following timetable will be followed during the course of 
the RFP process:
A.  Request for Proposals Issued: October 19, 2021
B.  Deadline forWritten Questions: November 2, 2021
C.  Written Response, Addenda Sent: November 10, 2021
D.  Deadline for Proposals (by 4:30 p.m.): November 17, 2021
E.  Job Notification: December 21, 2021

SECTION 2.0 SCOPE OF WORK
2.1 PURPOSE

It is our objective to seek a modernized permitting system that 
enhances the Citizen experience, improves the Land Use and Per-
mitting process of County Zoning and integrates the Solid Waste 
Division. The successful proposer will present a permitting sys-
tem that will be used for customer submission, tracking, process-
ing, permitting and payment of fees. The customer submission 
will result in less time spent with data entry and more time more 
efficiently spent on the permit process for an improved customer 
experience.
The Sherburne County Planning and Zoning Office issues ap-
proximately 2,500 permits annually for multiple project types and 
fee calculations. The current permit system is utilized for this pro-
cess. The successful proposer will integrate the information from 
our current system as well as programs, as listed in the Scope of 
Work, into the new system. The successful proposer will be mo-
bile-friendly for both the customer and the staff who is utilizing 
the program in the field.
The successful proposer will include robust reporting options 
with the ability to customize, will be agile and easy to maintain.

2.2 SCOPE OFWORK
The successful proposer is required to complete the following 
Scope of Work during the course of the project:
A. Integration-Integrate the current Microsoft CRM permitting 
system and Sherburne County systems including GIS Hyland 
OnBase, AS400, existing data in Windows Explorer, Forte pay-
ment system and Outlook. These systems need to be integrated 
to allow the permitting program to pull/push accurate and current 
data from these systems.
B. Import Data-Import data from our existing systems, into the 
new system. This includes a shared drive and the current Micro-
soft CRM permitting system. The file share is approximately 50 
MB and the Access database is approximately 8MB.
C. Creation of Forms-Utilize existing forms and integrate these 
electronically into the new permitting system. Provide letter gen-
eration tools and training for form template changes, utilizing 
Microsoft Word or similar functionality.
D. Permit Reviews-Ability to utilize concurrent review process 
for all applications.
E. Parcel Activity Log-Inclusion of activity
F. Process -Document, understand, and automate the current Land 
Use and Solid Waste system processes within your solution.
G. End User Documentation-Sherburne County will write the 
Quick start guide for employees.
H. User Acceptance Training (UAT)-The successful vendor will 
work with key users to test the new permitting system. The suc-
cessful vendor will gather information and feedback from users 
in order to make the necessary changes recommended by users. 
The total user count of the permitting system will be 28 users of 
which 11 users are view only.
I. Changes after UAT- The successful vendor will make changes 
to the forms, processes and workflows within the new permit-
ting system according to the user feedback gathered during the 
testing phase.

J. Clean Data Import- All of the data used for the testing phase 
will be removed from the new permitting system by the vendor. 
The successful vendor will import clean data from the Microsoft 
CRM system.
K. Training- The successful vendor will train users on how to 
use the new permitting system.
L. Go Live Date- The vendor along with County IT will have 
staff available for the official go live date to assist users on-site 
with questions and issues that may arise.
M. Report Writing- The successful vendor will train an individ-
ual from County IT, Zoning and Solid Waste on how to write 
reports for the new permitting system.
N. Citizen Portal- The successful vendor will provide a public 
facing portal for information and interactive permitting services.
O. Mobile- The successful vendor will provide mobile users 
access to the permitting and payment program
P. Electronic Plan Review- The successful vendor will provide 
users the ability to receive, review and mark up plans.
Q. The desired solution would rely upon internal employee 
User Identification and Access Management as derived from the 
Sherburne County Microsoft Active Directory and Multi-Factor 
Authentication tools.
R. Necessary computer applications will be compatible with a 
Windows 10 desktop environment or comparable functionality.

2.3 CLOUD-BASED STANDARDS
A. Security Standards. Off-site solutions may be provided in a 
secure cloud-based or secure vendor-provided environment. The 
hosted data service should meet or exceed SOC3 standards and 
FedRamp requirements.
B. Microsoft Compatibility. Cloud or vendor-provided hosting 
solutions should be able to leverage Microsoft ADFS for a 
single sign-on experience for Planning and Zoning Department 
staff.

2.4 ITEMS PROVIDED BY THE COUNTY-
Software. The County will provide software for the permitting 
project. Our servers are virtual servers running on VMware 
within an on-site virtual server cloud environment. The table 
below describes the servers in more detail.

Servers   Purpose   Roles/Description
govCRMapp  Application  Discovery Web Service
    Organization Web  
    Service Web 
    Application Server
    Deployment Tools
    Email Router
govCRMfes  Services   Asynchronous Service –
    Processes queued 
    asynchronous events
govCRMssrs  Reporting   Microsoft Dynamics   
    CRM Reporting 
    Extensions –
    Provides reporting 
    functionality by 
    interfacing with the 
    Microsoft Dynamics   
    CRM system and 
    Microsoft SQL Server  
    Reporting Services.
govCRMweb  Web  ADFS Server – Internet  
    Facing Deployment
govDB   Database   SQL Server –
    Installs the MSCRM_  
    CONFIG database on
     the SQL Server
2.5 PAYMENT SCHEDULE

Sherburne County will pay 40 percent of the total cost of the 
project upon the completion of Step H in the Scope of Work. 
Another 40 percent of the cost of the project will be paid upon 
completion of Step K in the Scope of Work. The County will 
pay the remaining 20 percent of the cost of the project 90 days 
after the Go Live Date.

SECTION 3.0 REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL
3.1 PROPOSAL SUBMISSION

Qualified vendors shall submit their proposals using one of the 
following two methods; 1) PDF format, or 2) In writing with 
one (1) original and two (2) copies, printed back-to-back, by 
4:30 P.M. CT on November 17, 2021. Failure to submit a pro-
posal on time may be grounds for rejection of the proposal. The 
proposal shall be addressed to:

Sherburne County Planning and Zoning Administration
Attention: Carrie Winter, Office Supervisor
13880 Business Center Drive
Elk River, MN 55330
OR
Carrie.Winter@co.sherburne.mn.us

All proposals must be received in completed form by November 
17, 2021, at 4:30 p.m. CT Proposals received after that time will 
not be accepted.

3.2 PROPOSAL CONTENT
Submitted proposals shall contain the following to be consid-
ered complete and valid:
A.  Cover Letter.
B.  Proposer must include the following information:

1.  Proposer Identification;
2.  Description of the Proposer’s previous experience with     

              the services called for in the Scope of Work;
3.  Any potential conflicts of interest;
4.  Itemized Bid Estimate; and
5.  The proposer must include an estimated start date and  

              end date for the project.
C.  Proof of Insurance.

3.3 PROPOSAL EVALUATION & SELECTION
A.  Selection Criteria. The County will review each proposal to 
identify the Vendor that most closely meet the County’s needs. 
Although cost will be considered in the award process, cost will 
not be the determining factor. Emphasis will be placed on the 
quality and functionality of the software, quality of customer 
service offered by the Vendor, the availability of the Vendor to 
provide timely delivery, the availability of the Vendor for sup-

port services, and other experience and customer service factors. 
After review of the proposals, a recommendation will be made 
to the County Board for a contract award.
B.  Additional Information Requests. The County reserves the 
right to request additional information or clarification from 
Proposers during any phase of the proposal evaluation process. 
During the evaluation and selection process, the County has the 
right to request the presence of Proposer’s representatives and 
answer specific questions. Notification of any such requirement 
will be given as necessary.
C.  Disqualification. Any one or more of the following may be 
considered as sufficient for the disqualification of a Proposer 
and the rejection of the proposal or proposals:

1.  Incomplete Proposal Submittal.
2.  Conflict of Interest with the County or its agents.
3.  More than one proposal for the same work from an  
     individual, firm, or corporation under the same or  
     different name.
4. Lack of qualifications or experience.
5. Unsatisfactory performance record; judged from the  
    standpoint of references.
6. Failure of the Proposer to be properly licensed or  
    insured.
7. Any other reason to be determined in good faith to be  
    in the best interests of the County.
8. Failure to comply with any qualification requirements  
    of the County.

D. Contract Award. Issuance of this RFP and receipt of propos-
als do not commit the County to selecting a Vendor or otherwise 
awarding a contract, nor does it obligate the County to pay for 
any costs incurred in preparing and submitting proposals in 
anticipation of a contract. The County reserves the right to post-
pone opening for its own convenience, to accept or reject any or 
all proposals received in response to this RFP, to negotiate with 
other than the selected Vendor, should negotiations with the 
selected Vendor be terminated, to negotiate with more than one 
Vendor simultaneously, or to cancel all or part of this RFP.
E. Selection. The County will notify the successful proposer 
following approval by the County Board.

SECTION 4.0 TERMS AND CONDITIONS
4.1 COUNTY RIGHTS

The County may investigate the qualifications of any Vendor 
under consideration, require confirmation of information fur-
nished by the Vendor, and require additional evidence of qualifi-
cations requested in this RFP. The County reserves the right to:
a.  Reject any or all proposals if such action is in the public  
     interest;
b.  Cancel the entire RFP;
c.  Issue a subsequent RFP;
d.  Remedy technical errors in the RFP process;
e.  Establish a short list of proposers eligible for interview after  
     evaluation of written proposals;
f.  Extend the deadline or accept late proposals under  
     extenuating circumstances at its discretion; and
g.  Negotiate with any, all, or none of the proposers.

4.2 PRE-CONTRACTUAL EXPENSES
Pre-contractual expenses are defined as expenses incurred by 
the proposer in: 1) preparing its proposal in response to this 
RFP; 2) submitting that proposal to the County; 3) negotiating 
with the County on any matter related to this RFP; 4) any other 
expenses incurred by the proposer prior to the date of execution 
of the proposed agreement. The County shall not, in any event, 
be liable for any pre-contractual expenses incurred by the pro-
poser in the preparation of their proposals.

4.3 CONTRACT AND INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS
The selected Vendor will be required to enter into a contract 
with the County defining the parties’ roles and duties. The 
County will use its standard contract terms and conditions, 
which will be available on request. The Vendor will be required 
to maintain the following insurance coverages, with the County 
listed as an additional insured:

(a)  Commercial General Liability Coverage in the  
      amount of $1,500,000 eachoccurrence and $3,000,000  
      annual aggregate.
(b) Workers’ Compensation Insurance as required by  
      Minnesota law andEmployer’s Liability Coverage.
(c)  Cyber Liability Coverage for claims arising out of its  
       services and including, but not limited to, loss,  
       damage, theft or other misuse of data, infringement  
       of intellectual property, invasion of privacy and  
       breach of data in the amount of $2,000,000 each  
       occurrence and $4,000,000 annual aggregate.

4.1 INDEPENDENT CONTRACTOR STATUS
The selected Vendor will be an independent contractor and 
nothing contained in any contract awarded shall be construed 
to create the relationship of employer and employee between 
County and the Vendor.

4.4 PUBLIC INFORMATION
Data submitted to the County in response to a RFP are private 
or nonpublic data until the responses are opened. Once the 
responses are opened, the name of the responder becomes 
public. All other data in a responder’s response to a RFP are 
private or nonpublic data until completion of the evaluation 
process. “Completion of the qualification process” means that 
the County has entered into a contract with the selected Vendor. 
After the County has completed the evaluation process, all 
remaining data submitted by all responders are public with the 
exception of trade secret data as defined and classified in Minn. 
Stat.§ 13.37. A statement by a responder that submitted data are 
copyrighted or otherwise protected does not prevent public ac-
cess to the data contained in the response. Proposals submitted 
in response to an RFP become the property of the County and 
will not be returned. 

(Published in the Patriot: 10/23/21; 10/30/21).
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Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 10/24/2021 Central

Denco II LLC, a biofuel production facility in Morris, Minn., 
is seeking applications for a 

1st Class B Boiler operator 
Full-time, 12-hour swing shift position

Position is responsible for monitoring the boiler operation and dryer 
equipment for maximum production, quantity and quality.

We Offer: Heath Insurance, 401k Match, Fuel Rebates, and Competitive Wages

To apply email
INFO@DencoLLC.com or 

call 320-585-7904
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