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Recycle your
unwanted materials
We pay competitive
prices for all types of
scrap metal including:

> Vehicles

- Automotive batteries
» Aluminum cans

- Copper

s Brass

- Stainless steel

s Farm equipment
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By Mark Kolbinger,
Contributing Writer

Colonel Ray Henry
has enjoyed an amazing
career as an entrepreneur

. and auctioneer, with a

myriad list of interna-
tional successes that range
in scope from the heavy
equipment industry to

¢ his most recent foray into

software development.

As his sons have now
transitioned into a more
prominent role within the
family-owned [.R.A.Y.
Companies, it freed up
Colonel Ray’s time to
focus on cementing his
legacy through the writing
of an incredible memoir,
The Echo of the Gavel.

“I’ve been thinking
about writing this book for
more than a few years,”
says Henry. “I wanted to
tell the story . . . because
if I didn’t tell it, no one
would have known about
the trials, tribulations and
successes. The message is

. powerful, yet simple. We

can never give up.”

The uniquely moving
book is both a historical
testament to the lessons

- he learned from his father

(Don) and grandfather
(MJ), as well as a man-
date to the next genera-
tion of Henrys who are

- now making a name for

themselves in the family
business. Ray’s desire to
pass along decades worth
of knowledge and stories of

. trial and error was instru-

mental in putting his author
skills into action.

The final push came
when Ray was talking to
a good friend and accom-
plished author who worked
in the manufacturing indus-
try, and he gave the perfect
advice to spur the endeavor.

“He said, ‘don’t keep
wishing it, do it,”” says
Henry.

Blessing

One of the core tenants
of Colonel Ray’s success

: has been his eagerness to

give back to others within
his orbit, from his commu-

B

COLONEL RAY HENRY OF I.R.AY. COMPANIES recently published his first book, The Echo of the Gavel. He will be hosting a book
signing this Sunday at Jack and Jim’s. (Submitted Photo).

nity to his colleagues and
fellow business owners.

From charitable auc-
tions across the upper Mid-
west, to his willingness to
serve as mentor and busi-
ness consultant, the art of
giving back was set in stone
by his grandfather Maurice,
known as M.J. He passed
when he was just 64 years
old, but Ray remembers
vividly the impact he had
on those around him.

“The wake stretched
over a number of days be-
cause so many people came
from across the country to
wish the family well and

pay homage to the man
who had done so much for
them,” recalls Ray. “He had
been extremely success-
ful in the auction business
and he had sent bid callers
to help others auctioneers .
.. he had a big impact on
so many people and other
businesses.”

Those same core be-
liefs are something that
have been a cornerstone
of Ray’s business model:
being unyieldingly ethical
and always taking the time
to count his many blessings
and in turn sharing the suc-
cess with others.

Clear Lake discusses hiring
policy for new fire chief
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COUNCIL MEMBER LANCE GILLILAND, Mayor Tim Goenner, Council members Stefany Janish
and Sabrina Miller. (Patriot Photo by Don Bellach)

By Don Bellach,
Contributing Writer

Every member of the
Clear Lake City Council

¢ was present at the Jan. 5,

2025, meeting.

On the agenda was
time for the personnel com-
mittee to update the council

. about developing a process

to elect a new Fire Chief.
During the December
meeting, Matt Lunser was
named Interim Chief, “until
they (the Personnel Com-
mittee) can create a policy
on electing a new chief”.
Though no new policy
was formalized, a few de-

tails were revealed. Lance
Gilliland had explained that
the current policy states that
the fire chief can only be
removed for cause. He sug-
gested limiting the fire chief
to a four-year term, a detail
confirmed by Stefany Jan-
ish and Gilliland after the
meeting. Also, firefighters
wanted input into the pro-
cess. Gilliland, Janish, and
Lunser all stated during the
meeting that upcoming Fire
Board meetings would give
firefighters the opportunity
to nominate their choice.
The council is hoping to
name a replacement by
March of this year.
CityP roperty

Near St. Marcus

At the Nov. 17, 2025,
meeting of the city coun-
cil, Chris Goenner from St.
Marcus Church advocated
for using a nearby city-
owned property as a holding
pond to help prevent flood-
ing in the church parking
lot. Nothing was decided
at the meeting; however, a
consensus emerged that the
city should consider testing
the property for well devel-
opment.

On Monday, three
members of the Arnold
CLCITY
to page 2

Results

The book has an un-
relenting focus on success
and how to sustain those
impressive results across
multiple platforms.

Ray first built his busi-
ness empire as the owner
of the world’s largest au-
tomobile repairable dealer-
ship, which stretched across
Minnesota, the Dakotas and
even into Kansas. He then
transitioned into the heavy
equipment industry, win-
ning international acclaim
as a championship auction-
eer and certified appraiser.
From there, he applied the

lessons he had honed over
decades of success into
his latest venture, software
development, and his bur-
geoning company BRAD
Software.

“We live in the digital
era and all these huge cor-
porations in the world had
control over everything,
including our data,” Henry
says. “When I saw the op-
portunity to give people
their control back in own-
ing their own businesses,
then I knew it (BRAD) had

COL.RAY
to page 3

BENTON COUNTY 4-H
AMBASSADORS HOLD
CANDY CANE EVENT

g x . ¥

THE BENTON COUNTY 4-H AMBASSADOR CANDY CANE
NIGHT gave youth a chance to connect, meet new friends,
and feel part of something special in 4-H. Pictured: Front Row
L to R: River Ferkinhoff, Makayla Traut, Malorie Rahm, Marnie
Rahm, Allie Barringer, Ana McKay and Eli Rademacher. Middle
Row L to R: Kendall Micholski, Kaylin Maloney, Merrie Schnei-
der, Ava Kolbinger, Mia Messerli, and Luke McKay. Back Row
L to R: Olive Thiessen, Kenzie Manea, Hailey Manea, Jasmine
Manea, JulieAnn Gerads, Eve McKay, Val McKay, Makenna
Hanson, 4-H Youth Coordinator- Ann Olson, and Trevor Tasa.

(Submitted Photo).

Submitted Article

The Benton County
4-H Ambassadors held their
Candy Cane Event a couple
Mondays ago during their
holiday break from school,
bringing together laughter,
friendly competition, and
holiday cheer. The night
gave ambassadors the op-
portunity to connect, build

friendships, and enjoy
hands-on games—along
with plenty of memorable
Saran Wrap fun.
Ambassadors rotated
through a variety of candy
cane—themed challenges
throughout the evening,
adding a playful spirit of

4-H
to page 6
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Holding Those in
Power to Account

This year, we will cele-
brate the 250th Anniversary
of the creation of our nation.
Also, this year, on January 19,
2026, we will celebrate the
40th anniversary of Martin
Luther King Day. Both obser-
vations will be about the same
thing: holding those in power
accountable for their actions.

Unjust Laws

Colonists gathered in
Boston on March 5, 1770, to
protest the presence of troops
from Great Britain that had
been sent to protect British
officials and enforce British
legislation passed without
any input from the colonies.
The soldiers were harassed;
people threw snowballs and
verbally abused them until
a shot rang out. A British
regular had discharged his
weapon. Five people would
be killed that day. That was
the beginning of the revolu-
tion that would be the genesis
for our country. A country
that declared that all people
were created equal and were
endowed with certain un-
alienable rights: the right to
life, liberty, and the pursuit of
happiness.

During his lifetime,
MLK asserted the same
rights. He stood against un-
just segregation laws that
would not allow black peo-
ple to sit at a lunch counter,
use the same bathrooms and
drinking fountains, and vote
in the same elections as white
people.

When he organized the
March on Washington on
August 28, 1963, he gave this
reason for the protest in what
would be called his I Have
a Dream speech, “In a sense
we’ve come to our nation’s
capital to cash a check. When
the architects of our Republic
wrote the magnificent words
of the Constitution and the
Declaration of Independence,
they were signing a prom-
issory note to which every
American was to fall heir.
This note was a promise that
all men—yes, black men as
well as white men—would
be guaranteed the unalienable
rights of life, liberty and the
pursuit of happiness”

The Blame Game

In both instances, the
powers that be responded
with threats and violence. In
both instances, some people
argued that the protesters
were responsible for the en-
suing violence. In colonial
times, some justified the

By Don Bellach,
Contributing Writer

king’s harshness because he
was the one who was trying to
maintain order, while the reb-
els were the ones breaking the
law. During the civil rights
protest, demonstrators were
told not to march in order to
avoid confrontation with the
local police.

King found that assertion
absurd, writing in his Letters
from a Birmingham Jail, “In
your statement you asserted
that our actions, even though
peaceful, must be condemned
because they precipitate vio-
lence. But can this assertion
be logically made? Isn’t this
like condemning the robbed
man because his possession
of money precipitated the evil
act of robbery?”

True Colors

The non-violent pro-
tests that MLK led revealed
the true nature of the peo-
ple in power who opposed
them, just as the Revolution
revealed the true nature of
the British authorities who
opposed the formation of
the United States. Both the
Southern authorities and
the British government held
power to benefit themselves,
not to improve the lives of
those they served, and they
asserted their power to con-
trol them using any means
necessary. Those who par-
ticipated in the Civil Rights
Movement and the American
Revolution rejected those
ideas and insisted that those
in power use their power to
serve the people. That is the
great sentiment expressed by
Abraham Lincoln in his Get-
tysburg Address, where he
said we should be devoted to
the American experiment of
having a government, “...of
the people, by the people, and
for the people.”

That devotion is best
demonstrated when we hold
those in power accountable
for the use of that power.

Fraud Fiasco Continues

This week, the U.S.
House of Representatives
returned to Washington
and got back to work. I
look forward to continuing
to advance the priorities
of Minnesota’s Sixth Con-
gressional District constitu-
ents in 2026.

The Fraud Fiasco

Continues

The fraud crisis in
Minnesota remains at the
front and center of my
work in Washington, D.C.
This week, I published an
op-ed with Fox News on
Minnesota’s record fraud
under Gov. Tim Walz. In
it, I outlined the fraud cri-
sis that Governor Walz has
blatantly ignored for years.
Under his watch, fraud
within Minnesota reached
$9 billion, according to in-
dividuals in the U.S. Attor-
ney’s Office.

On December 29,
2025, I sent a letter to Gov.
Walz, demanding immedi-
ate action on the fraud. Our
Minnesota colleagues and
I have been demanding in-
formation, documents, and
answers for more than three
years. The letter comes
as investigative journal-
ist, Nick Shirley, uncov-
ered indisputable fraud in
Somali-run daycare and
healthcare organizations in
Minnesota. During his visit,
he discovered empty build-
ings, multiple businesses
listed at the same address,
misspelled signs, and more.
In just one day, he found
more than $110 million
worth of fraud.

This proves that this
fraud is as plain as the day
is long. Minnesotans are
rightfully outraged, and we
deserve better. I could not
be more grateful to Nick
Shirley, President Donald
Trump, and his all-star cab-
inet for their work to com-
bat the fraud in Minnesota.
We will not rest until jus-
tice is served.

House Ow rsifj t

Committee Hearing

Finally, the situation in
Minnesota is getting the na-
tional attention it warrants.

The House Oversight
Committee held a hear-
ing this Wednesday on
the rampant fraud in Min-
nesota. My good friends,
Minnesota State Repre-
sentatives Walter Hudson,
Marion Rarick, and Kristin
Robbins, two of whom are
from the Sixth Congres-
sional District, served as

By Rep.
Tom Emmer

witnesses during the hear-
ing. Serving on Minneso-
ta’s Fraud Committee, they
have worked tirelessly to
expose the fraud and hold
those responsible account-
able.

In the hearing, I called
out Minnesota’s media,
Gov. Walz, and state lead-
ers for ignoring the fraud in
Minnesota, including over-
whelming evidence, inves-
tigations, criminal charges,
and more. Their silence
has made them complicit.
During my questions, all
three of the State Represen-
tatives confirmed my suspi-
cion: Governor Tim Walz
had knowledge of this fraud
and did nothing to stop it.

During my questions
to Representative Hudson,
he confirmed two key facts.
One, that 90% of the indi-
viduals charged with fraud
in Minnesota are of Somali
descent, and two, that Min-
nesota Attorney General
Keith Ellison was caught on
tape promising to obstruct
his own agencies in their
investigations of fraud per-
petrated by Somalis. Ad-
ditionally, Representative
Rarick confirmed reports
of retaliation against whis-
tleblowers from leaders
within the state who have
come forward to report this
fraud. This is absolutely un-
acceptable.

Make no mistake, Gov-
ernor Walz is complicit,
and his complete disregard
for this longstanding prob-
lem has made Minnesota a
national disgrace. Account-
ability must be taken.

I remain committed to
fighting on Minnesota’s be-
half. Minnesotans deserve
answers and accountabil-
ity on this fraud that has
been happening right under
Governor Walz’s nose. As
always, if there’s anything
my office can do to help
you, please don’t hesitate
to reach out.

In the Northwoods: Woodpeckers

Winter in the North-
woods is a very special
place and time of year.
There is just something
exceptional and inviting
about the absolute silence,
stillness and wildness that
combines to make it a great
place to be alone and expe-
rience nature.

The wildlife in the
Northwoods is unlike any
other habitat. Several inter-
esting and unique species
occur here. Sure, many of
the more familiar species
also occur here but it’s the
Northwoods specialists that
really interest me.

Recently I spent some
time looking for a North-
woods specialty bird, the
Black-backed Woodpecker.
The Black-backed Wood-
pecker (Picoides arcti-
cus) is also known
as the Arctic Three-
toed Woodpecker.
Right now, you
might be thinking
to yourself, Three-
toed Woodpecker
is a strange name.
Obviously, this
bird must have only
three toes. Let’s take
a closer look at this and
see what is interesting
about this woodpecker.

There are 241 species
of woodpecker in the world.
We have 23 species here
in North America. All of
these woodpeckers around
the world have four toes,
except for three. Yep, you
got that. Of all the wood-
peckers in the world, only
three of them have three
toes. They are the Three-
toed Woodpecker (Picoides
dorsalis) the Black-backed

By Naturist
Stan Tekiela

Woodpecker (Picoides
arcticus) and the Eurasian
Three-toed Woodpecker
(Picoides tridactylus). So,
two out of the three species
of wood- pecker in

the

world that have only three
toes live right here in the
Northwoods.

One of the many amaz-
ing things about woodpeck-
ers is their feet. In order to
cling to the vertical sides
of trees without falling off
is the number of toes they
have and how those toes are
arranged. Toe arrangement
in birds is critical. Most

birds have four toes, with
three facing forward and
one backwards. For most
woodpeckers they have a
unique toe arrangement.
They have two toes forward
and two toes back. This is
called a zygodactyl foot.
The extra toe facing the rear
gives them more gripping
strength to hold onto the
tree and fight gravity.

So, what’s up with the
species that only have three
toes? This specialized ad-
aptation gives the bird an
advantage when searching
for food. The Black-backed
Woodpecker specializes
in feeding on the larvae of
wood-boring beetles, espe-
cially in forests that have
been damaged by forest
fires. So, these birds move

around from year to year
following areas of for-
est that have been
damaged by forest
fires, which can
make finding these
woodpeckers chal-
lenging.

The advantage
of the three toes
in this woodpecker

allows them to lean
further back and thus
deliver a more powerful
hammering blow to remove
the tree’s bark. While they
pound directly into a tree
trunk like other wood-
peckers, much of what the
Black-backed Woodpecker
does is more of a glancing
blow. This sideways peck-
ing flecks or peals the outer
bark off the tree which ex-
poses the larva stage of the
beetles which is the major-
ity of their food source.
The larvae range from

2 to 15 mm in length. Each
one is a protein packed
package of food. While
photographing the Black-
backed Woodpecker over
2 days, I watched as they
pulled one larva after an-
other out from under the
newly flaked bark. When
they find a tree with a good
amount of bark beetle lar-
vae they usually stay on the
tree for upwards of 15 or
20 minutes, moving up and
down flaking off the bark
and exposing the larvae un-
derneath.

After two days of
searching and photograph-
ing the Black-backed
Woodpecker in the great
Northwoods in winter, I
was ready to warm up and
get back to the office.Until
next time...

Stan Tekiela is an au-
thor / naturalist and wild-
life photographer who
travels the world to cap-
ture images of wildlife. He
can be followed at www.
Instagram.com and www.
Facebook.com. He can be
contacted via his website at

www.Naturebi art.com.

TO THE EDITOR:

We Minnesotans need to step
back and take a good, hon-
est, rational look at what is
going on in our State. Minne-
sota has declared “‘Sanctuary
State” status. What exactly
does that mean? Apparently,
it means we believe it is good
to accept and protect known
and convicted criminals from
all over the world. Minne-
sota Nice? Not. Does it make
sense to harbor criminals?
ICE would prefer to gather
criminals while they are in
detention. Ifthe police would
cooperate with the federal au-
thorities, ICE would not need
to hunt and recapture crimi-
nals in “quiet” neighborhoods
-- like the “quiet” neighbor-
hood where Ms. Good found
herself driving around last
week. Question: How did so
many people so quickly end
up in such a peaceful, quiet
community on that fateful
day? And why? Minnesota
Nice is the caring for the
safety of all Minnesotans, in-
cluding our legal immigrants.
It is not the harboring of crim-
inals who have no respect for
law.

Dr. Ronald and

Marlene Schultz

Big Lake, MN

TO THE EDITOR:

Government officials raiding
schools, hospitals, churches,
and immigration courts. Fire-
fighting efforts halted mid—
wildfire. Masked, heavily
armed individuals detaining
people without clearly iden-
tifying themselves or pre-
senting warrants. Shootings/

killings by federal officers
that are not investigated by
the very government office
created to investigate civ-
il-rights violations by law en-
forcement. This is daily life
for citizens and immigrants
alike, people now afraid to go
downtown, attend church, or
seek medical care. Even mi-
nority service members are
afraid. Door-to-door searches
raise an uncomfortable ques-
tion: why was Anne Frank’s
family hiding in an attic? In
Chicago’s Operation Mid-
way Blitz, heavily armed ICE
and DHS agents reportedly
rappelled from helicopters,
deployed tear gas in residen-
tial neighborhoods, detained
U.S. citizens and children,
and disrupted ordinary com-
munity life. The Department
of Justice Civil Rights Di-
vision’s Criminal Section
exists to investigate unlaw-
ful use of force by law en-
forcement. Yet in the Renee
Good shooting, that division
was excluded, even as career
prosecutors resigned, citing
political interference. Mean-
while, H.R. 4371 expands
enforcement around unac-
companied children, rais-
ing concerns about invasive
searches and prolonged de-
tention. I’ve been to over 30
countries. I never expected to
see this here. Removing vio-
lent criminals, I am all for but
this isn’t what is happening.
If this isn’t what you voted
for, it’s your civic duty to call
your representative.

Vanessa Davenport

Big Lake, MN

Operating More Efficiently

As we begin 2026,
the Big Lake City Coun-
cil is adjusting its meeting
schedule to better reflect
the needs of our commu-
nity and the work before
us. Moving forward, the
City Council will meet once
per month instead of twice.
Meetings will be held on
the third Wednesday of
each month, with a Council
Workshop starting at 5:00
pm and the regular City
Council meeting beginning
at 6:30 pm.

This change followed
thoughtful discussion be-
tween the City Council
and city staff. An import-
ant factor in this decision
was the efficient use of city
staff time and taxpayer re-
sources. Preparing for and
supporting City Council
meetings requires signif-
icant work from multiple
departments, both during
and outside of normal busi-
ness hours. By reducing the
number of meeting nights
each month, staff can spend
more time focused on day-
to-day operations and ser-
vice delivery, rather than
meeting preparation. This
approach helps ensure that
taxpayer dollars are used
as effectively as possible
while still maintaining a
high level of service and
thoughtful decision-mak-
ing.

Another reason for the
adjustment is that the vol-
ume of council business
has decreased since the city
updated its zoning code in
2023, making things more
efficient. With fewer items
requiring council action,
it made sense to consider
whether our meeting sched-
ule still matched the work

By Paul Knier
Big Lake Mayor

before us. The goal is to op-
erate more efficiently while
continuing to provide open,
effective local government.
This change does not affect
administrative approval au-
thority, and city operations
will continue as they al-
ways have.

As always, public par-
ticipation is welcome! Res-
idents are encouraged to
attend meetings, share their
perspectives, and stay en-
gaged in local issues. Public
input remains an important
part of the decision-making
process. If an issue arises
that requires timely action
that our new schedule can-
not accommodate, Special
City Council meetings can
still be called as needed.

We also recognize
that adjustments can take
time. City staff and the
City Council have agreed
to stay in close communi-
cation and raise concerns
if the new schedule is not
working as intended. Local
government should always
be willing to listen, learn,
and improve.

Thank you for your un-
derstanding and continued
involvement in our com-
munity.

CLCITY
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family appeared before the council to discuss the half-acre
lot located next to the city property. They contend that they
cannot sell the property because there is no access to it.
They were wondering what the city was planning in the
area, acknowledging that the city was considering granting
St. Marcus an easement for ponding in the area.

During the discussion, it was noted that the city has
conflicting priorities concerning the property. City Engi-
neer Keith Yapp suggested getting all the parties together
in a room to work things out. Gilliland still wanted to test
for water, “If there’s no water, the city doesn’t need it.”

Yapp stated that “spring may be the time to do a core

sample.”

After much discussion, no resolution was reached.

Other News

The Patriot was named the official newspaper for
disseminating city information that must be made public

under state statutes.

The council approved a motion that would allow city
employees to carry over 40 hours of PTO to the next year.
Changes to the employee handbook were tabled until

February’s meeting.
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AREA NEWS

KELLER LAKE COMMONS

AS5S5ISTED LIVING

Keller Lake Commons in Big Lake, now an Assisted Living Community
offering full apartments ranging from 644 to 956 square feet. Cable is included in rents
for private pay and housing support (formerly known as GRH) renters. Accepting EW and
CADI. For more information please contact Nicole Gilder, Housing Director at
163-263-2363 or check us out online at www.kellerlakecommaons.com

¢BOOK

COLONEL
RAY HENRY
is having a a book
signing eventon
Sunday January
18, from1to 3 p.m.
at Jack & Jimsin
Duelm.

Vi—=/"=/ pLUMBING - HEATING - COOLING - DRAINS

BUILDING
$PECIALS

Quality Building Supplies
at Affordable Prices

Since 1975

BOOK YOUR ORDER!
LATGHAM-LIND LUMBER &
POST FRAME BUILDINGS

Call for a FREE estimate
117th Ave., Milaca
(north end of Milaca off Central Ave)

320-983-6304+1-800-18-1846

Give
Blood

St. Marcus Church
Blood Drive
Mon., Jan. 26, 2026
12:00pm-6:00pm
8701 Main Ave. Clear Lake

Sponsored by Clear Lake Lions Club

Grombacher to perform at Becker Public Library

Submitted Article

Award-winning west-
ern songwriter Kerry
Grombacher will present
his “Songs & Stories of
the American West” con-
cert for the Becker Public
Library at 1 p.m. on Wed.,
Feb. 4, 2026.

Kerry Grombacher’s
contemporary folk and
western songs are written
in the spirit of the trouba-
dours of old, and they paint
vivid portraits and tell fas-
cinating stories that are set
in the landscape he travels,
from the bayous of Lou-
isiana, through the desert
Southwest, to the Hi-Line
of Montana and the forests
of the Pacific Northwest.

“Range of the Buf-
falo,” the title track of his
2021 CD, was named Song
of the Year by the Inter-
national Western Music
Association. Kerry, who is
sponsored by Elixir Guitar
& Mandolin Strings, logs as
many as 40,000 miles each
year driving from show to
show.

“I’'m looking forward
to performing at the Becker
Public Library,” Kerry
Grombacher said recently.
“I’m doing seven programs
for the Great River Re-
gional Library system, and
I am always happy to see
areas that I haven’t visited
before and to meet new peo-
ple. I am honored that these
concerts are supported by
Minnesota’s unique Histor-
ical and Cultural Heritage
Legacy grants.”

In the course of his na-

WESTERN TROUBADOUR KERRY GROMBACHER will be
performing Songs and Stories of the American West at the
Becker Public Library Feb. 4. (Submitted Photo).

tionwide tours, Kerry has
sung his songs on stages as
varied as the Newport Folk
Festival, the Arizona Cow-
boy Poets Gathering, the
New Orleans Jazz & Heri-
tage Festival, and the Gene
Autry Museum of Western
Heritage. In addition to ap-
pearing at Cowboy Gather-
ings and Folk Festivals, he
performs regularly at con-
cert halls and other music
venues. He was featured
on “Born to Explore,” the
ABC Television adventure
travel program, and there’s
a room named for him at
the Sands Motel on Historic
Route 66 in Grants, New
Mexico.

A native of Kansas,
Grombacher makes his
home in New Orleans
now, but he lived in Aus-
tin, Texas for many years.

A self-taught musician
who plays guitar and man-
dolin, Kerry Grombacher
has fought forest fires in
Oregon, worked as a field
archacologist in New Mex-
ico, done day work on
ranches in New Mexico,
Colorado and California,
and worked with an outfit-
ter in Yellowstone National
Park and in the Black Hills
of South Dakota.

Kerry Grombacher’s
recordings are “Range of
the Buffalo,” “It Sings
in the Hi-Line,” “Sands
Motel,” “Riding for the
Brand,” “Dreams of New
Orleans,” and “Home to the
West.” Kerry’s songs have
been recorded by other art-
ists, including Belinda Gail,
Jim Jones, Aspen Black, Ed
Stabler, The Texas Trail-
hands, Duke Davis, Gary

Prescott, Trails & Rails,
and Earl Gleason.

Nalini Jones, of the
Newport Folk Festival,
says “Kerry Grombacher is
the best kind of songwriter,
with lyrics that take us on
journeys to places we’ve
never visited before, and
melodies so pure and true
that they seem to rise up
from the plains...”

Cowboys & Indians
Magazine said songwriter
Kerry Grombacher “...
is one of the West’s new
breed, who builds on, em-
bellishes, expands, and up-
dates traditional Western
themes.”

The 1 p.m. concert on
Wed., Feb. 4, 2026, is free
to the public, and all ages
are welcome. The Becker
Public Library is located at
11500 Sherburne Avenue
in Becker.

For more information,
please phone the library at
763-261-4454. This concert
is supported by Minneso-
ta’s Historical and Cultural
Heritage Legacy Grant pro-
gram.
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Thank you, Customers!

Thank you to our loyal customers for supporting
Norm’s Farm Market throughout 2025 For aver 60
years, we've been proud to serve our community
in the same location and to welcome generations
of families back year after year

A special thank you to our hardworking

employees - we truly couldn’t do this without you.
We appreciate each and every one of you.

%’tmé

FARM MARKET

PBODUCE

10568 125th Ave SE Becker, MN

SEEKING MEMBERSHIP
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

’*’CMAB

Central MN Arts Board

The Central MN Arts Board is a nonprofit with
the mission to invest in the arts throughout
Benton, Sherburne, Stearns & Wright counties.

The CMAB is seeking to fill a vacancy on it's
Board of Directors. Help us provide access to
the arts and creativity in Central Minnesota!

Individuals from all backgrounds and abilities
are strongly encouraged to apply for better
representation of the diversity and vibrancy of
our region.

Board members must live in one of the counties
served and commit to eight board meetings
annually. Board members receive a stipend for
their service. Learn more on our website at
centralmnartsboard.org/opportunities.

Interested? Questions? Call or Email
Leslie Hanlon, Executive Director, 320-968-4290
or leslie.hanlon@centralmnartsboard.org

GRAND MEADOW

MEATS LLC

FORMERLY T&R MEATS

WE SLAUGHTER IN-HOUSE
CALL TO BOOK AN APPOINTMENT!

105 PINE ST., CLEARWATER - 320-558-6390

AUCTIONS

v+ve0s UPCOMING AUCTIONS ¢+ v oo

SUNDAY
JANUARY 18TH@ 11:00 AM

ANTIQUES & COLLECTABLES, HOUSEHOLD,

SUNDAY
JANUARY 25TH(@ 11:00 AM

ANTIQUES, COLLECTIBLES, HOUSEHOLD & DECOR',
FURNITURE, COINS & CURRENCY, SPORTING, FURNITURE, TOOLS & OUTDOOR, YARD &
OUTDOOR, TOOLS, MISCELLANEQUS GARDEN & SHOP
ANTIQUES, COLLECTIBLES, HOUSEHOLD & DECOR’,
FURNITURE, TOOLS & OUTDOOR, YARD & GARDEN & SHOP
Now TAKING CONSIGNMENTS

3825 SHapowooD DR. NE. Sauk Rarips, MN
DIREcTIONS: ST. CLouD, E. oN Hwy 23 LEFT ON 40TH (FoLLOW SIGNS)

THIS IS A PARTIAL LISTING. B.P. & MN tax applies.
See website for more: 320-267-1963
www.midwestauctions.com/sharer

N RS JILITT

Keith Sharer Auction Service

COL.RAY

frompage1

to be done.”

Henry describes how his latest venture is a chance to
help the “mom and pop” shops compete with the big com-
panies so they can hold their ground.

His companies’ profiles are heavily-built upon the
foundations of freedom and self determination, both of
which play prominent roles in his book.

The Beg nning

Ray is planing a book signing event coming up on
Sunday January 18, from 1 to 3 p.m. at Jack & Jims in
Duelm. Readers are encouraged to purchase their books
ahead of time on Amazon (https://a.co/d/eMScrSo) and
then bring the copy to have it autographed by Henry at the
event. It will be available soon on Barnes and Noble and
an e-book version is also available.

Readers will enjoy the pace of the book, as it is capti-
vating and projects the strong, thythmic pattern one would
expect from the championship chant of a world-renowned
auctioneer of Henry’s pedigree.

“I definitely wrote the book to keep the readers’ atten-
tion,” says Henry. “As any auctioneer knows, you have to
keep your crowd’s enthusiasm and interest.”

In addition to the book signing event, Henry has other
promotions planned for the near future including a podcast.
And yes, there are already plans for a pair of sequels to
the book, including one that will focus on the automobile
industry and one that is geared towards auctioneering.

“It’s hard to tell an entire life story and all the people
and experiences in just 250 pages,” concludes Henry.
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To place your ad, call 763.275.0275 or stop by our office at
14054 Bank Street, Becker - Website: www.patriotnewsmn.com

AUTOMOTIVE

OuTDOOR FURNACES

OUTDOOR FURNACES NO-
TICE - Outdoor furnace, parts
and supplies are in high de-
mand and have limited avail-
ability. With approximate lead
times of about 8 months, plan
and look ahead. Reserve now
to have one to install for this
summer or fall installation. We
feature Central Boiler furnaces
and products for complete in-
stallation. We have financing
available, and up to a $2,000
tax credit available on select
models. Reserve today. Call
or go online, 763-972-6255;
classactfurnace.com.

USED CARS

220 USED CARS to choose
from. We also BUY used cars.
Guaranteed Approval! Morrie’s
Auto Connection, 559 Hwy 10,
St. Cloud (next to the red barn
Dairy Queen). 320-229-1900.
Apply online at:

www.MorriesAutoConnection.com

PATRIOT

OBITUARIES

Arlene Mae Opstad (Inderrieden), 87
Big Lake, MN
February 27th, 1938 - January 6, 2026

Arlene Mae Opstad (In-
derrieden) passed away at her
home on Tuesday, January 6th.
She was born in Little Falls,
Minnesota on Febru-
ary 27th, 1938 and
grew up in St.
Cloud.

She gradu-
ated from Ca-
thedral High
School and
went on to get
a degree in
teaching from
St. Benedict’s
College. She
taught for several
years as an elementary
school teacher.

In June of 1963, she was
married to her husband and
lifelong partner, Mel Ops-
tad. They enjoyed 59 years
of marriage together before
his passing in 2022. In 1980,
they adopted two sons from
Colombia, Victor and Alex.
She was full of devotion and
love for her family, and was
a truly dedicated wife, mother
and grandmother until her last
breath.

Arlene enjoyed artwork,
sewing, cats, bird watching,
and spending time with fam-
ily and friends. She was well
known for her skill in making

quilts and personalized Christ-
mas stockings for all of her
nieces, nephews, grandchil-
dren and friends.
She was preceded
in death by her hus-
band, Mel Opstad;
parents August
and Frances
(Schroeder)
Inderrieden;
and brothers
John, Robert,
and Richard
Inderrieden.
She is survived
by her sons,
Victor and Alex
(Angela); grandchil-
dren Michele, Damion, Trae,
Lucas, Salina, Sadie, and Etta;
and great-grandchildren Beck-
ham, Ember, and Camilla.
Mass of Christian Burial
was held Jan. 16 at 11 a.m. at
Mary of the Visitation Catholic
Church in Big Lake with visi-
tation one hour prior to mass.
Interment followed at Our
Lady of the Lake Cemetery
in Big Lake. Luncheon to was
served after the interment at
the church. Arrangements en-
trusted to Peterson-Grimsmo
Funeral Chapel ~ Monticello.
763-295-2918. www.peter-
son-g imsmochap l.com.

Jerry Brunn, 87
Becker, MN
August 3, 1938 - January 10, 2026

Jerry Brunn, age 87, of
Becker, MN, previously of
Brooklyn Park, MN, passed
away peacefully at Methodist
Hospital in St. Louis
Park, surrounded in
love by his family.
Mass of Chris-
tian ~ Burial
was held at
St. Mary of
the Visitation
in Big Lake,

MN on Thur.,

Jan. 15 at 11:00
a.m., visitation
from 9:00 a.m. -
11:00 a.m., recital
of the Holy Rosary

will be at 9:30 a.m. led by the
Knights of Columbus, lunch at
the church immediately after
the service, and burial at St.
Lawrence Cemetery in Duelm,
MN following lunch. Father
Mike Kellogg and Father Nate
Brunn will concelebrate Mass.
with dignity provided by Foley
Funeral Home.

Jerry was born August 3,
1938 in Foley, MN, the oldest
son of 13 children of George
and Gertrude Brunn. He married
Carol (Jackels) Brunn on Feb-
ruary 4, 1959, an amazing 66+
years. Jerry leaves a legacy of
an entrepreneurial spirit having
owned and operated Machined
Parts Incorporated for over 35
years, a love of the outdoors,
camping, hunting, fishing, and
being out on the boat pulling
grandkids skiing and tubing. Al-
ways a willing coconspirator for
any reason to enjoy ice cream.
He loved taking meticulous care
of his lawn, gardening, complet-
ing home projects, and helping
others in mission work, com-
munity service and neighborly
assistance.

Jerry could frequently
be found spending time with
his large circle of family and
friends with highlights being

holidays, birthdays, and

,. any type of special

R occasion.

Jerry is
survived
by his wife
Carol, chil-
dren Randy
(Patty) Brunn
of Rogers,
Greg Brunn of

Wooster, Ohio,
Linda (Ralph)
Maegi of Otsego,

and Steve (Carla) Brunn
of Sauk Centre, grandchildren,
Katelyn (Alex) Dehn, Heather
(Tyler) Aldridge, Samantha
Brunn, Matthew Brunn, Lia
(Logan) Alseth, Coleman
Maegi (Olivia Lehrer), Alex
Brunn (Abby Jacobs), and Mar-
cus (Kelli) Brunn, brothers and
sisters Marcie Trainor, Rosanne
(Ron) Trettel, Richard (Phyl-
lis) Brunn, Leonard (Millie)
Brunn, Dave (Marcia) Brunn,
Herb (Mary) Brunn, Mary Kay
(Chuck) Glover, Ron (Della)
Brunn, Mike (Sue) Brunn,
Dan Brunn, and Tom (Carrie)
Brunn, 11 great grandchildren,
and many, many nieces and
nephews.

Jerry was preceded in
death by his parents George
and Gertrude Brunn, his son
Kevin Brunn, his grandson
Joe Brunn, his daughter-in-law
Kelly Brunn, and his brother
Ken Brunn.

In lieu of flowers, the fam-
ily asks that donations be made
to Sharing and Caring Hands of
Minneapolis or Pregnancy Re-
source Center of St. Cloud.

Richard Lee Shanks, 73
Becker, MN

January 26, 1952 -

Celebration of Life will be
at a later date at Bridgeview
Assembly of God in Big Lake
for Richard Lee Shanks, age
73, of Becker who died Friday
at his home in Becker. Rev.
Steve Royalty will officiate
and burial will be in Oak Hill
Cemetery, Santiago Township.
Visitation will be one hour
prior to the services.

Richard was born Janu-
ary 26, 1952 in Brainerd to
George and Della (Swartout)
Shanks. He married LaVanne
Duerksen on July 27, 1974.
The couple lived in St. Cloud
and moved to Becker, in 1993.
Richard was a Steam Fitter/

January 23, 2026

Welder for Excel and enjoyed
target practice, flying in his
powered parachute, and fish-
ing where he received a Mas-
ter Angler Award in Manitoba,
Canada.

Survivors include his wife,
LaVanne of Becker; children,
Jenae (Bret Talbott) Shanks of
Florida; Jason (Kelly Lynn)
Shanks of Foley; Bob Shanks
of Becker; grandchildren,
Samson, and Chloe; brother,
Gene (Vicky) Shanks of Brain-
erd. He was preceded in death
by his parents.

Obituary and Guest Book
available online: www.wil-
liamsd ng ann.com.

MURPHY
CHEVROLET

New & Used Cars & Trucks
(320) 968-6239

www.murphychevrolet.com

7,200 CARS &PICKUPS FOR PARTS 1
UPTO 2007 MODELS
ALSO BUYING JUNK CARS
&PICKUPS

1

1
1
1
Larry’s Auto: 320-558-2245 |
320-309-7838 - 320-248-63801

Derringer
not seeking
another term

Submitted Article

Wright County Sher-
iff Sean Derringer recently
announced he will not be
running for a third term as
sheriff.

In a statement released
last Friday, he said serving
as sheriff has been one of
the the greatest honors of
his life.

He also noted faith,
family, fellow law enforce-
ment personnel, and the
community as key to his
success.

He also said he’s en-
couraging Chief Deputy
Matt Treichler to seek elec-
tion and continue the work
of leading the office with
experience, integrity, and a
deep commitment to public
service.

Sheriff Derringer also
said he looks forward to
spending more time with
family.

... LASSIFIEDS...

Classified Ad Deadline is 1AM WEDNESDAY
For your convenience we accept:

MINNESOTA NEWSPAPER ASSOCIATION CLASSIFIEDS

AUTOMOBILES

GOT AN UNWANTED CAR??? DO-
NATE IT TO PATRIOTIC HEARTS.
Fast free pick up. Patriotic Hearts’ programs
help veterans find work or start their own
business. Call 24/7: 1-833-485-1046. (mcn)

Get a break on your taxes! Donate your car,
truck, or SUV to assist the blind and visually
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost vehicle
pickup and secure a generous tax credit for
2025. Call Heritage for the Blind Today at
1-855 977-7030 today! (mcn)

Donate your car, truck, boat, RV and
more to support our veterans! Schedule
a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup and receive
a top tax deduction! Call Veteran Car Dona-
tions at 1-888-429-2331 today! (mcn)

CABLE/INTERNET

AFFORDABLE TV & INTERNET. If
you are overpaying for your service, call now
for a free quote and see how much you can
save! 1-833-472-7954. (mcn)

DIRECTYV- All your entertainment. Noth-
ing on your roof! Sign up for Directv and get
your first three months of Max, Paramount
+, Showtime, Starz, MGM+ and Cinemax
included. Choice package $84.99/mo. Some
restrictions apply. Call DIRECTV 1-866-296
-1409. (mcn)

FINANCIAL

Inflation is at 40-year highs. Interest rates
are way up. Credit Cards. Medical Bills. Car
Loans. Do you have $10k or more in debt?
Call NATIONAL DEBT RELIEF and find
out how to pay off your debt for significantly
less than what you owe! FREE quote: Call
1-866-552-0649. (mcn)

HEALTH & MEDICAL

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage for
400 plus procedures. Real dental insurance
-NOT just a discount plan. Do not wait! Call
now! Get your FREE Dental Information Kit
with all the details! 1-855-973-9175 www.
dental50plus.com/midwest #6258 (mcn)

PORTABLE OXYGEN CONCENTRA-
TOR May Be Covered by Medicare! Re-
claim independence and mobility with the
compact design and long-lasting battery of

NEW A '|'.R
ASSOCIATION

Inogen One. Free information kit! Call 844-
716-2411. (men)

STOP OVERPAYING FOR HEALTH
INSURANCE! A recent study shows that a
majority of people struggle to pay for health
coverage. Let us show you how much you
can save. Call Now for a no-obligation quote:
1-888-772-8454. You will need to have your
zip code to connect to the right provider.
(men)

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY
USERS! Discover Oxygen Therapy That
Moves with You with Inogen Portable Ox-
ygen Concentrators. FREE information kit.
Call 1-833-650-5916. (mcn)

HOME SERVICES

Don’t Pay for Covered Home Repairs
Again! Our home warranty covers ALL
MAIJOR SYSTEMS AND APPLIANCES.
We stand by our service and if we can’t fix
it, we’ll replace it! Pick the plan that fits your
budget! Call: 1-833-816-2128. (mcn)

WATER & FIRE DAMAGE RESTO-
RATION. Our trusted professionals will
restore your home to protect your family and
your home’s value! Call 24/7: 1-833-879-
1480. Mold Remediation services are also
available! (mcn)

MISCELLANEOUS

Reach over 1.4 million homes for just
$249! Advertise your business or item with a
classified ad in the Midwest Free Community
Papers. Simple, cost-effective, and powerful.
One call, and you’re done! Boost your visi-
bility now! 888-899-6327. (mcn)

NEED NEW FLOORING? Call today to
schedule a FREE in-home estimate on Car-
peting & Flooring. Call Today! 1-833-641-
6323. (men)

INJURED IN AN ACCIDENT? Don’t
Accept the insurance company’s first offer.
Many injured parties are entitled to cash set-
tlements in the $1000’s. Get a free evaluation
to see what your case is really worth. 100%
Free Evaluation. Call Now: 1-833-879-1534.
(mcn)

Prepare for power outages today with a
Generac Home Standby Generator. Act

MCAN

now to receive a FREE 5-Year warranty with
qualifying purchase. Call 1-877-228-5789
today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just a
generator. It’s a power move. (men)

THE BATHROOM OF YOUR
DREAMS in as little as 1 day. Limited
Time Offer - $1000 off or No Payments and
No Interest for 18 months for customers who
qualify. BCI Bath & Shower. Many options
available. Quality materials & professional
installation. Senior & Military Discounts
Available. Call Today! 1-833-618-1178.
(mcen)

Replace your roof with the best looking
and longest lasting material steel from
Erie Metal Roofs! Three styles and mul-
tiple colors available. Guaranteed to last a
lifetime! Limited Time Offer- up to 50% off
installation + Additional 10% off install (for
military, health workers & 1st responders.)
Call Erie Metal Roofs: 1-844-907-2386.
(mcn)

NO MORE CLEANING out gutters.
Guaranteed! LeafFilter is backed by a no-
clog guarantee and lifetime transferrable
warranty. Call today 1-855-577-1268 to
schedule a FREE inspection and no obliga-
tion estimate. Get 15% off your entire order.
Plus, Military & Seniors get an additional
10% off. Limited time only. Restrictions
apply, see representative for warranty and
offer details. (mcn)

REAL ESTATE

WE BUY HOUSES for Cash AS-IS! No
repairs. No fuss. Any condition. Easy pro-
cess: Call, get cash offer and get paid. Call
today for your fair cash offer: 1-888-715-
0513. (men)

WANT TO BUY

CASH PAID FOR HIGH-END MEN’S
SPORT WATCHES! Rolex, Breitling,
Omega, Patek Philippe, Heuer, Daytona,
GMT, Submariner and Speedmaster. Call
1-833-641-6646. (mcn)

WE BUY VINTAGE GUITARS! Look-
ing for 1920-1980 Gibson, Martin, Fender,
Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite, Ricken-
backer, Prairie State, D’ Angelico, Stromberg.
And Gibson Mandolins / Banjos. 1-833-641-
7028. (men)

<

Satewige class

OVARIAN CANCER
after use of TALC products such as BABY
POWDER or SHOWER TO SHOWER,
you may be entitled to compensation.
Contact Charles Johnson 800/535-5727

GET A BREAK ON YOUR TAXES!
Donate your car, truck, or SUV to
assist the blind and  visually
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost
vehicle pickup and secure a generous
tax credit for 2025. Call Heritage for
the Blind Today at 844/220-9501 today!

ONLY $279 to reach a statewide audience
of 1.3 million readers!!! 612-332-8844

SATELLITE TV + INTERNET!
Get Dish! Free install, free HD-DVR
upgrade, 80,000 on-demand movies,
plus limited time wup to $600
In gift cards. Call today! 855/562-4309

SAFE STEP
North  America’s #1 Walk-In Tub.
Comprehensive lifetime warranty.
Top-of-the-line installation and ser-
vice. Now featuring our FREE shower
package and $1,600 off for a
limited time! Call today! Financing
available. Call Safe Step 833/966-3882

CHOOSE EARTHLINK FIBER
Internet for speeds up to 5 Gigs, no data
caps, no throttling. Prices starting at
$54.95. Plus, a $100 gift card when you
make the switch. Call 844/453-6983

DON’T LET THE STAIRS
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY!
Discover the ideal solution for anyone
who struggles on the stairs, is con-
cerned about a fall or wants to
regain access to their entire home.
Call AmeriGlide today! 866/852-5506

WANTED TO BUY

WE BUY HOUSES
for cash AS IS! No repairs. No fuss.
Any condition. Easy three step

process: Call, get cash offer and get
paid. Get your fair cash offer today by
calling Liz Buys Houses: 844/978-0683

Classified Advertising

That is EASY

The Minnesota Classified
Advertising Network

Make an impact with your
advertising dollar with
classified advertising that
reaches over TMILLION
READERS

piarE———

Your newspaper
representative can
provide complete
details or you can call
MNA: 612/332-8844

OBITUARIES

Mary Lou Lambert, 87
Becker, MN

March 17, 1938 -

Funeral Services were
held at 11 a.m. on Jan. 15 at
Williams Dingmann Family
Funeral Home, Becker for
Mary Lou Lambert,
who passed away at
Good Shepherd
in Sauk Rap-
ids. Visitation
was from 4-7
p-m. on Jan.
14, and one
hour prior to
service at the
funeral home.

Mary Lou
(Unger) Lam-
bert was born in St.
Paul MN to John and
Margaret Unger, later mov-
ing to Zimmerman MN. She
married Phillip “Buster” Lam-
bert in 1958 and they had five
children. Mary Lou worked at
the Sherburne County Social
Services, with Anderson-Gil-
yard of Becker, as an accoun-
tant during the building of the
Becker Power Plant, and as the
associate manager of Kensing-
ton-Buffalo Hills in Buffalo
MN.

Mary Lou was a woman
before her time running for
Sherburne County Commis-
sion in the 1970’s. She had
a determined spirit, teaching
herself about football and
bowling from the encyclo-
pedia, getting her GED later
in life, pursuing many hob-
bies such as painting, fishing,
gardening, crafting, dancing,
and raising chickens. Mary
Lou had an insatiable curios-
ity, and thus became an avid
reader, educating herself about
the world around her. In her
retirement years, she happily
took on the role of homes-
chool grandma utilizing all of
her knowledge and experience.

It was common that Mary
Lou collected friends, includ-
ing her children’s friends
through out the years. She was
a feisty woman with many fun

/
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and eccentric quirks; her car
named Walter, her guardian
angel named Patrick, her love
of spam, caftan’s, and rolling
her own cigarettes. She
handed down her
love of music to
her children and
grandchildren.
Was  there
anything bet-
ter than sitting
down with
Mary Lou
and playing
Skipbo, crib-
bage and domi-
noes, while listening
to the Statler Brothers

and Marty Robins?

Mary Lou spent time read-
ing her Bible and passed down
her deep spirituality to her
children.

Mary Lou is preceded in
death by her husband, Phil-
lip, and son, Joseph; parents,
brothers’ Robert and Steve,
Sister Marian, nephew Mi-
chael Unger, and best friend
Nancy Peterson.

She is survived by chil-
dren Ellen Lambert (children
Adam and Jon), Kathleen
(William) Knutson (children
Ashleen, Amy and Annie), Jef-
frey (Joyce) Lambert (children
Phil, Heidi, Ben and Becca,
Christine (Joel) Gilyard (chil-
dren Austin and Shaun), and
Joe’s children (Jacob, Jeremy
and Jamie). Her siblings, Jack
Unger, JoAnn Lambert and
Russell Unger. There’s not
adequate space to list all of the
many special friends, family
members and great grandchil-
dren, but we know how much
you all loved her. We did, too.

Mary Lou passed away
holding the hand of her be-
loved granddaughter, Ashleen,
after a short, but aggressive
battle with cancer.

Obituary, Guest Book, and
video tribute available online:
www.williamsd ngi ann.com.

763-314-0322

www.monticellomemorials.com

Mark David Dittmar, 71
Becker, MN
April 14, 1954 - January 6, 2026

Mark David Dittmar passed
away peacefully January 6th
2026.He was born April 14th
1954. To William and Audrey
(Luther) Dittmar. Mark
was born in Milwau-
kee Wisconsin
where he served
as a City Po-
lice officer and
county deputy.
While working
as a police offi-
cer he met and
married his lov-
ing wife Debbie
of 42 years.

Mark is survived
by his loving kids James
and (Sarah) Dittmar, and Lydia
and (Andrew) Kreager. Two
Grandchildren August and An-
neliese Dittmar. His brother Jeff
Dittmar and sister Gail Santari-

ello. And many other relatives
and friends. He was preceded
in death by his parents; Bill and
Audrey Dittmar, in-laws Jim and
Janet Boettcher, sister Jill
Greinke, niece Karis
Ann Ross, and
brother in law
Bill Santariello.
Services
will be Satur-
day January
17, with visita-
tion at 10 am.,
service to follow
at 11 a.m. Pastor
David Johnson will
be officiating at Grace
Lutheran in Becker;
where Mark was a loyal congre-
gation member since 1998.

William "“Billy” R. Layer, 55
Clear Lake, MN
March 1, 1970 - January 10, 2026

Mass of Catholic Burial
will be 1:30 p.m. Saturday,
January 17, 2026 at Catho-
lic Church of All Saints in
NE Minneapolis for
William “Billy” R.
Layer, age 55,
who  passed
away Saturday
at his home.
Rev. Christo-
pher Pelster
will officiate
and  burial
will be at St.
John the Baptist
Catholic Ceme-
tery in Dayton. Vis-
itation will be 5-8 p.m.
Friday, January 16 at Willil-
ams Dingmann Family Funeral
Home in Becker. Rosary will
be at 7:40 p.m. Visitation will
be one hour prior to service at
the church.

Billy was born March 1,
1970 in St. Paul to William
and Linda (Price) Layer. He
married Nancy Scherping on
October 4, 1996 at St. Odilia
Catholic Church in Shoreview.
Billy’s profession was a Logis-
tics Manager in transportation.
He liked to bake, cook, make

T e tans

dinner on the grill, especially
when it included time with his
family. Billy liked to spend
time in the garden, go fish-
ing and watch baseball
games.
He is sur-
vived by his fa-
ther of Blaine;
his wife of 29
years, Nancy
of Clear
Lake; chil-
dren, Jackson
(Katherine)
Layer of Man-
dan, ND, Aspen
Layer (Alex Vaa)
of Plymouth, Sebastian
Layer of Plymouth, Simeon
Layer of Clear Lake, and Mag-
dalann Layer of Clear Lake;
and grandchild, Kyrie.

He is preceded in death
by his mother, and brother,
Charles.

St. Joseph, Pray for us

St. Francis of Assisi, Pray
for us

St. William, Pray for us

Obituary, Guest Book, and
video tribute available online:
www.williamsd ngr ann.com.

)

y
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Up to $60 per route based on experience.
Benefits include:

*Health, Dental, & LTD (Coverage year round)
* Paid personal, sick, and holidays

* PERA (Public Employee Retirement Assoc.)
* 403 (B) Matching Retirement Options

$2,000 SIGN ON BONUS!!

*NOW OFFERING PAID TRAINING
*MINIMUM OF 3.5 HOURS A DAY WITH

Developing Self-Directed Learners to
Thrive in a Changing Global Community

BECKER PUBLIC
SCHOOLS IS HIRING
SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS!!

ELECTRICAL

@hubbord

RYAN HUBBARD
763-263-8334

RESIDENTIAL o COMMERCIAL - AGRICULTURAL

OPPORTUNITIES FOR MORE
FUNERAL
O NTACT US TODAY! —
763-261-4588 WILLIAMS

DINGMANN
FAMI| ES

Williamsdingmann.com

Becker Public Schools

Developing self-directed learners to thrive in a changing global community

BECKER PUBLIC SCHOOLS IS HIRING!
BE A PART OF OUR TEAM!

202526 Sehssl Yean Susitales

* TEACHERS
* PARAPROFESSIONALS
* CUSTODIANS
e FOOD SERVERS/
DISHWASHERS
e BUS AND VAN DRIVERS

FOR INFORMATION ON ALL OUR OPENINGS, PLEASE VISIT WWW.BECKER.K12.MN.US
QUESTIONS? CONTACT ANGELA OSWALD @ 763-261-4502, OPTION 3

Give
Blood

A y- v DN A
. \/
FUNERAL ATTORNEYS
f  PETERSON - Y JEDDELOH |
<’ GRIMSMO SNYDER
FUNERAL CHAPEL k ) }'STOMMES
Serving your ATTORNEYS AT LAW

community since 1933
250 East Broadway
Monticello, MN 55362

763-295-2918

Our family serving yours!

WRUCK EXCAVATING INC. -

P

St. Marcus Church
Blood Drive
Mon., Jan. 26, 2026
12:00pm-6:00pm
8701 Main Ave. Clear Lake

Sponsored by Clear Lake Lions Club

(all today for a free estimate!

Visit us online: wruckyeah.com

KASOWSKI GROUP

NOW HIRING!

* FT FARM LABOR
o FT EQUIPMENT OPERATOR e FT FARM MECHANIC

Apply in person, 1 mile east of Becker,
137th left, 1/8 mile on left. 612-747-0163

14/7 Service - Emergency #: 320.267.1855

LIVE BIG!

Looking for a Great
Place to Work?

Your Community Development department is in
search of a full-time team member!

Community Development Coordinator Position
The City of Big Lake is seeking a dynamic and
outgoing individual that will play a critical role in
supporting planning, land use, and economic
development activities that shape the City’s growth
and quality of life. This position plays a key role in
development review, public engagement, and
coordination with residents, developers, and elected
officials. This is an exempt professional-level position
for someone who is organized, analytical, and
comfortable working with both technical planning
issues and the public. Work is performed under
the general supervision of the
Community Development Director.
Qualifications:

e Bachelor’s degree in Urban Planning, Public
Administration, Geography, or a closely related field.
e One (1) year of experience in municipal planning,
community development, or public
administration preferred
» An equivalent combination of education and
experience may be considered.

Benefits:

» Competitive salary based on experience
» Insurance, including Health, Dental, Life,
disability insurances
« State Retirement plan
« Paid time off (vacation, sick leave, and holidays)

» Ongoing training and professional
development opportunities
Pay rate is $71,441.57 to $90,500.04 Annually
depending on qualifications

Application deadline is Thursday February 05, 2026,
at 5:00 pm. Applications are available at Big Lake City
Hall, 160 Lake St N, or on-line at www.biglakemn.org.
Please submit completed application form, cover
letter, and resume to:
City of Big Lake
Community Development Coordinator
160 Lake St N
Big Lake Mn 55308
dwegeleben@biglakemn.org
Please reach out to Deb, at 763-251-2974 or you can
email Deb at dwegeleben@biglakemn.org for more
information.
EEOC. Posted January 5, 2026

L

LIVE BIG!

Looking for a Great
Place to Work?

Your Engineering department is in search of a full-
time team member!

Engineering Technician position.

The City of Big Lake is seeking a dynamic and
outgoing individual that will plays a critical role in
maintaining and improving the infrastructure that
keeps cities functioning smoothly, contributing to the

quality of life for city residents. This position
provides skilled technical support to the city
engineer, city planners, and public works
departments in designing, constructing, and
maintaining municipal infrastructure projects. This
role involves assisting in project planning, field
surveys, drafting, and inspecting construction sites
to ensure projects meet standards, specifications and
regulations. Work is performed under the direction
of the City Engineer with limited supervision.
Qualifications:
« Associates/Technical degree with Civil Engineering
Technology or related field.

e Ability to demonstrate excellent communication,
interpersonal, and teambuilding skills.
Benefits:

» Competitive salary based on experience
e Insurance, including Health, Dental, Life,
disability insurances
« State Retirement plan
» Paid time off (vacation, sick leave, and holidays)

» Ongoing training and professional
development opportunities
Pay rate is $30.57 to $38.73 per hour
depending on qualifications

Application deadline is Thursday February 05, 2026,
at 5:00 pm. Applications are available at Big Lake City
Hall, 160 Lake St N, or on-line at www.biglakemn.org.
Please submit completed application form, cover
letter, and resume to:
City of Big Lake
Engineering Technician position
160 Lake St N
Big Lake Mn 55308
dwegeleben@biglakemn.org
Please reach out to Deb, at 763-251-2974 or you can
email Deb at dwegeleben@biglakemn.org for more
information.
EEOC. Posted January 5, 2026

Free radon test kits available for Stearns County citizens

Submitted Article

Stearns County resi-
dents can once again pick
up free radon test kits while
supplies last through the
Environmental Services
Department. Two hundred
kits will be available on
a first-come, first-served
basis, with a limit of one
kit per household. Kits go
quickly, so don’t wait!

Distribution begins
Saturday, January 17, 2026.
Most kits will be handed

out through the Household
Hazardous Waste (HHW)
Facility drive-thru at 3601
5th Street South, Waite
Park, which is open Mon-
day—Saturday, 7:00 a.m.—
5:15 p.m. A limited number
of kits will also be available
at the Environmental Ser-
vices Department, located
on the second floor of the
Stearns County Service
Center.

January is Radon Ac-
tion Month, the perfect time
to check your home for

radon gas. Radon is a col-
orless, odorless gas that oc-
curs naturally in Minnesota
soil and can enter homes
through cracks in walls or
foundations. When inhaled,
radon releases radioactive
particles that can damage
lungs and cause lung can-
cer. Radon is the second
leading cause of lung can-
cer in the U.S., responsible
for more than 21,000 deaths
annually. Minnesota homes
have significantly higher
radon levels than the na-

tional average, with over
40% testing at dangerous
levels. The state’s geology
and cold climate contribute
to this, making testing es-
sential.

Testing is the only way
to know if your home has
radon. It’s easy, and if high
levels are found, steps can
be taken to fix the problem.

For more information
or to check kit availability,
contact Environmental Ser-
vices at 320-656-3613.

YOUR TRUSTED SEPTIC EXPERTS

- Septic system design & installation

« Septic Tank & Drain Field Repair

« Routine Maintenance & emergency Services

« Water jetting, video drain inspection services

—EXCAVATING—

15920 HWY. 10, BECKER - 763-262-0871

BL wrestlers
compete

in Rick Lee
Duals

By Ken Francis,
Contributing Writer

The Big Lake wres-
tling team saw lots of ac-
tion at the Rick Lee Duals
in Bemidji last Saturday.
The Hornets didn’t have a
team victory, but some of
the individual the wrestlers
did well.

Five Hornets won their
matches against Bemidji.

At 121 pounds, Grant
Volk beat Keaton Glynn,
10-8.

At 127 Alexa Guy
pinned Landon Peterson at
3:06.

At 139, Donovan Don-
ner Pinned Caleb Arola at
3:54.

At 189, Liam Mayer
won by 18-2 tech fall over
Tanner Littler.

At 215, Austin Freder-
ickson got a win by forfeit.

Against Grand Rapids,
Elijah Schaller had a forfeit
win at 114 pounds.

At 145, Noah Calgaro
pinned Alex Grieger at
4:21.

At 152, Rier Fox
pinned John Holm at 1:31.

Vs. TRF

Against Thief River
Falls, Elijah Schaller won
by tech fall, 19-4 over
Beckett Dufault at 114
pounds.

At 139, Donovan Don-
ner pinned Ian Lundeen at
4:30.

At 189, Liam Mayer
pinned lan Hruby at 1:23.

At 215, Austin Fred-
erickson pinned Chandler
Pream at 2:28.

At 285, Henry Kuchera
pinned Storm DCamp at
1:25.

Austin Frederickson
had Big Lake’s lone win
against Brainerd at 215
pounds with a pin of Ever-
ett Patton at 1:26.

Up Next

The Hornets competed
in a triangular meet at Chis-
ago Lakes Thursday, results
next week. They wrestle
against 11 other schools at
Howard Lake today (Satur-

day.)

100+ YEARS

COMBINED EXPERIENCE

DIVORCE
FAMILY LAW
CHILD CUusTODY
WILLS & TRUSTS
ESTATE PLANNING
ELDER LAW
BUSINESS PLANNING
COMMERCIAL LAW
REAL ESTATE LAW
CRIMINAL LAW

163-262-2889

101 JEFFERSON BLVD
BIG LAKE

JSSMN.COM

Be a Patriot Page
Sponsor! Call
763.275.0275 to
secure your ad

RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL

320-200-LL60

qutiotand
A sl B

Sherburne

State Bank

12500 Sherburne Ave.,
Becker, MN 55308
763.261.4200

PROUD SPONSOR
OF THE
NEWSPAPER,
EVENTS, ACTIVITIES
AND BUSINESSES
IN OUR LOCAL
COMMUNITIES!

DECKER. M~

763-262-5850
tipottertrucking.com

Hornets improve to 7-3

By Bill Morgan,
Editor

The Big Lake boys
basketball team imporved
to 7-3 on the season with
two big wins this past week.

Vs. Princeton

The Hornets hosted the
Princeton Tigers last Fri-
day and came away with a
81-75 win.

Trevor Stuckenholtz
led the Hornets with 22
points followed by Leroy
Hamrin woth 18, Judd Lay-
ton with 14 and Lane Pettis
with12.

Vs. Hutchinson

Monday, the Hornets

hosted Hutchinson and cap-
tured a decisive, 93-64 win.

Leading the Hornets
was Judd with 21, Stuck-
enholtz with 20 and Will
Newland with 19.

Vs. Westonka

Tuesday, the Hornets
traveled to Westonka and
came home with an 80-71
vitory.

Leading the Hornets
was Lane with 30 points
and Stuckenholtz with 21.

Up Next

Big Lake traveled up
the road to Becker to take
on the Bulldogs Friday
night.
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PuBLIC NOTICES

SHERBURNE COUNTY NOTICE OF
TAX -FORFEITED LAND
INITIAL PUBLIC SALE

NOTICE IS HERBY GIVEN the parcels of land described

herein shall be sold to the highest bidder at a public sale in accor-

dance with M.S. Chapter 282 for no less than the estimated market

value, as determined by the most recent assessment. Any properties

that do not sell will be offered on a subsequent public sale. The

minimum bid price for the subsequent sale will be the sum of all

delinquent taxes, special assessments, penalties, interest, and costs

assigned to the parcel. The Subsequent Action Minimum bid is sub-
ject to change due to ongoing interest, penalties and costs.

The County Auditor shall conduct the initial sale via online
auction through Public Surplus starting on February 11, 2026, and
closing on March 12, 2026, at 10:00am. The property listings will be
available to preview on the Public Surplus website. The subsequent
sale for unsold properties will start March 16th, 2026, and close

Office of the Minnesota
Secretary of State
Certificate of Assumed Name
Minnesota Statutes,
Chapter 333

The filing of an assumed
name does not provide a user with
exclusive rights to that name. The
filing is required for consumer
protection in order to enable cus-
tomers to be able to identify the
true owner of a business.
ASSUMED NAME:

Jubilee Christian School
PRINCIPAL PLACE OF BUSI-
NESS: 15455 59th, Becker, MN
55308 USA

NAMEHOLDER(S):

Name: Becker Christian Center
Address: 15455 59th, Becker,
MN 55308 USA

If you submit an attachment,
it will be incorporated into this
document. If the attachment con-
flicts with the information specif-
ically set forth in this document,
this document supersedes the data
referenced in the attachment.

By typing my name, I, the
undersigned, certify that I am
signing this document as the per-
son whose signature is required,
or as agent of the person(s)
whose signature would be re-
quired who has authorized me to
sign this document on his/her be-
half, or in both capacities. I fur-
ther certify that I have completed
all required fields, and that the
information in this document is
true and correct and in compli-
ance with the applicable chapter
of Minnesota Statutes. I under-
stand that by signing this docu-
ment I am subject to the penalties
of perjury as set forth in Section
609.48 as if I had signed this doc-
ument under oath.

SIGNED BY:

Kenneth L. Hansen

MAILING ADDRESS: 15455
59th, Becker, MN 55308 USA
EMAIL FOR OFFICIAL NO-
TICES: beckerchristiancenter@

gmail.com

Work Item: 1596935300031
Original File Number:
1596935300031

STATE OF MINNESOTA
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
OF STATE

FILED

11/06/2025 11:59 PM

/s/ Steve Simon

Secretary of State

(Published in the Patriot:
01/17/26,01/24/26).

competition. One of the most
anticipated moments was
the crowning of the Ambie
Cane Champion. This year’s
title went to Eli Rademacher
of Sauk Rapids, who earned
the honor of taking home
the Angel Cane trophy and
having his name added to its
history.

“I really enjoyed the
games and the friendly com-
petition,” Rademacher said.
“Events like this help us get
to know each other better and
even give us ideas for activi-
ties we can use at camps.”

Close behind were Olive
Thiessen of Foley, who im-
pressed the group with her
steady balance and careful
control during the candy cane
cup challenges, along with
Ava Kolbinger and River
Ferkinhoff, who rounded out
the top finishers with determi-
nation and enthusiasm.

One of the highlights of
the night was unwrapping
two giant Saran Wrap balls

March 31, 2026, at 10am.

Estimated

S i = MARKET VALUE wﬁmil:: :;“w
10-00417-0520 BIG LAKE TOWNSHIP 564,300.00 54594184
30-00403-04564 LIVONIA TOWNSHIP $7,200.00 §71283
35-004070135 ORROCK TOWNSHP $4,200.00 $456.48
60-00404-1120 CITY OF BECKER $1,600.00 $155.08
T5-00855-0030 CITY OF ELK RIVER $5,400.00 5971.47

that the land is “buildable”.

ARE PERMITTED.

list of terms and conditions.

January 10, 2026
/s/ Loraine Rupp

All property is sold “as is” and may not conform to local build-
ing and zoning ordinances. Sherburne County makes no warranty

ALL SALES ARE FINAL. NO REFUNDS OR EXCHANGES

Contact the Sherburne County Property Tax office located at
13880 Business Center Dr. NW, Elk River, MN 55330 for a complete
Information can also be obtained on
our website www.co.sherburne.mn.us, on the Public Surplus property
listing or by calling 763-765-4361.

Sherburne County, Auditor- Treasurer
(Published in the Patriot: 01/17/26, 01/24/26, 01/31/26, 02/07/26.)

/s/ Maureen Mossak
Environmental Specialist

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
The Sherburne County Waste Management Advisory Committee
will be meeting on January 28, 2026, at 6:00 p.m. The meeting will
be held in the Maple Room located at the Sherburne County Govern-
ment Center, 13880 Business Center Drive, Elk River, MN.

Planning and Zoning Administration
(Published in the Patriot: 01/17/26.)

SWEET SUCCESS! Ben-
ton County 4-H Ambassa-
dor Eli Rademacher proudly
shows off his trophy after
being crowned the 2025
Ambie Cane Challenge
Champion at Ambassador
Candy Cane Night in Foley..
(Submitted Photo).

packed with prizes—while
wearing oven mitts, of course.
The laughter continued when
the empty wrap balls were
later transformed into play-
ful “snowballs,” keeping the

Becker Public Cemetery
Association

We will be holding our yearly
meeting on January 21, 2026
at 7 p.m. at the Becker
Community Center

Published in the Patriot
01/10/26, 01/17/26.

energy high well into the eve-
ning.
“Candy Cane Night was
exciting and a lot of fun,”
said Ava Kolbinger, a 10th
grader from Becker. “Activi-
ties like this really help with
team building and give us a
chance to meet new people
and strengthen friendships.”

Seventh-grader Kendall
Micholski of Foley shared
that one game stood out
above the rest.

“My favorite activity
was the marshmallow chop-
stick challenge,” she said. “It
was tricky, made everyone
laugh, and was a great way to
connect with others.”

As the night wrapped
up, ambassadors left with full
hearts, big smiles, and fresh
ideas for the year ahead. The
Ambassador Candy Cane
Night once again proved to
be a sweet start to a new year,
focused on leadership, team-
work, and connection within
Benton County 4-H.

Becker dance takes Ist at Foley

By Maria Moore,
Contributing Writer

Becker varsity jazz was
awarded the opportunity to
dance at the Mankato State
University Send-Off Show-
case.

One of Becker’s alumni,
Hannah Oaks, dances for
MSU, so being able to send

her off was a highlight for the
girls. The B-squad Jazz, JV
Jazz, and JV Kick teams then
went on to compete at Foley
and took first place in all three
rounds.

“I’'m very pleased with
how they did coming off a
break and competing with-
out the leadership team with
them as they all danced at

Mankato,” stated Coach
Nadia Fischer-Danzeisen.
The team would also
like to send best wishes to the
following alumni competing
at college nationals: Ash-
ley Matvick, University of
Minnesota. Hannah Oakes,
Mankato State University.
Liliana Simon, University of
Minnesota-Duluth.

Commissioners split on wine bar CU

By Ken Francis,
Contributing Writer

In a split vote last week,
the Sherburne County Board
modified a number of con-
ditions for a conditional use
permit (CUP) for a wine bar
in Santiago Twp.

The issue last came be-
fore the board in December.
At that time, the board de-
bated whether to revoke the
permit due to violations, or
modify some of the condi-
tions of the CUP to clarify
what was expected of the
permit holder. They decided
to send it back to the planning
commissions for modifica-
tions.

Last week, those modi-
fications were up for a vote.
They included limiting the
number of signs to one; re-
moving additional parking
spaces created without per-
mits; requiring patrons to
leave the area no more than
15 minutes after listed clos-
ing hours; limiting the num-
ber of employees to residents
of the property or their adult

children.

Last Tuesday, members
of the board each gave their
opinion before the vote, with
Commissioners Raeanne
Danielowski, Andrew Hulse
and Brad Schumacher in
favor of modifying the con-
ditions. Commissioners Gary
Gray and Gregg Felber voted
against.

CAMHI Grant

The board accepted
and executed a contract for
the 2026 Community Out-
reach Program Grant Award
of $168,329 from CAMHI
(CommUNITY Adult Men-
tal Health Initiative). The
grant will fund and provide
resources and referral to those
with Serious and Persistent
Mental Illness (SPMI) that are
in the Sherburne County Jail,
or those in the community
with SPMI that are homeless
or at risk of homelessness.

Transportation Grant

The board approved a
resolution in support of spon-
soring the Surface Transpor-
tation Block Grant Program
(STBGP) for Co. Rd. 23

improvements in the City of
Becker. The county is work-
ing with the City of Becker to
increase safety for all modes
of travel along Co. Rd. 23 in
the City of Becker.

The proposed project
includes construction of ap-
proximately 1.3 miles of road
and corridor improvements
on Co. Rd. 23 from Hwy. 10
to south of Edgewood Street.

The total estimated proj-
ectcost is $3,668,727.79. The
county is eligible to receive
$2 million in grant fund-
ing to complete the project,
leaving a local cost share of
$1,668,727.79 The project
is currently programmed in
the county’s five-year Cap-
ital Improvement Program,
with the local match coming
from a combination of Local
Option Sales Tax, state aid
and city funds. If the grant is
approved, funding accounts
will be created and amounts
budgeted allocated in the year
the project is constructed, an-
ticipated to be 2029.
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problems? We can help!|

sl has decates of experience & extensive tﬁininj & expertise!

Dr. Mitchell
Gossman

Dr. Melanie
Thares

=

“Dr. Gossman did an amazing job with
my cataract surgery. I would highly

recommend him!”

— Mike Nehring, Cataract Surgery patient

SPECIALIZING IN:

- Cataracts
- Glaucoma

- Dry Eyes Disorders

- Routine Eye Exams

Accepting all major insurance including Medicare.

@‘ Eye Associates

of Ceniiad Plinmesolar St. Cloud, MN 56301
WWW.EAOFCM.COM 320-774-3789
] [

- Blurred Vision
- Al Other Eye

- Diabetic Eye

) SCHEDULE YOUR
Disease LIFE-CHANGING
- Macular EXPERIENCE
Degeneration Now!

628 Roosevelt Rd., Suite 101

). Austin Gonstruction, LLG

Ask Ahout

Austin Gutwasser

Concrete Prices!

320.492.6364
j.austinconstruction@yahoo.com

Quality Construction - Built to
Handle Our Midwest Weather!

Custom Built to Any Size
Fast & Economical!

24x24x10........ $7,500 36x48x10......$14,000
30x40x10......$11,000 40x64x12......$18,000

Subject to local building codes, snowload requirements, delivery &
crew travel in some areas. Prices subject to change without notice.

J. Austin J B

Construction,LLC

Il »ccrenmen

Fully Insured
#BC-20574944

Becker wrestling improves to 8-1

By Maria Moore,
Contributing Writer

Becker Wrestling com-
peted in the Rogers Holiday
Matness Tournament re-
cently.

There were 34 teams in
attendance, and Becker took
first place. Three Bulldog
wrestlers showcased their
skills and won their matches
at the tournament.

At 107-1bs.; Harper
Hamacher, eighth grade,
current record 9-1; At 127-

Ibs., Jacob Williams, 10th
grade, current record 15-0;
and at 145-Ibs., Bennett Ku-
jawa, 11th Grade, current
record 10-1.

The six other wrestlers
who placed at the tourna-
ment were: 114-lbs., fifth
place - Odin Duncombe;
133-1bs., sixth place - Rylan
Kujawa: 139-lbs., eighth
place - Andy Fischer; 152-
Ibs., fourth place - Levi
Thompson; 172-Ibs., sixth
place - Brayden Boots; and
215-1bs., seventh place -

Aiden Golley.

The team then went o)
to compete in a quadrangu
lar meet in Dassel-Cokat
where Becker defeate
Dassel-Cokato/Litchfiels
62-6 in the first rounc
Becker then defeated Ede:
Valley-Watkins, 56-15 i
round two. To cap it al
off, Becker defeated At
water-Cosmos-Grove Cit
54-18 in the third round.

Becker gymnastics 3-0 In conference

By Maria Moore,
Contributing Writer

Becker Gymnastics
was able to move up to
3-0 in the Mississippi 8
Conference after compet-
ing strongly in four events
against North Branch re-
cently.

The team continues to
get better even after losing
two very strong teammates
to injuries.

“I have been so im-
pressed with this team in
the way they have contin-
ued to improve with each
week of the season,” said
Head Coach Jen Harmon-
ing.

Recently, the team was

told that they qualified for
the Class A True Team
State Championships. The
girls are ranked second
among all Class A schools
in the state, and they are
excited to compete among
the best.

At the North Branch
Invitational, the team u 1t
scores were as follows: first
place - Maggie Graning
(9.4); second place - Alyse
Denne (9.075); fourth place
- Chloe Spear (8.8) and fifth
place - Lillian Bonsante
(8.725).

Bar results were as
follows: first place - Denne
(8.9); second place - Gran-
ing (8.85); third place -
Violet Johnson (8.025);

fourth place - Spear (7.95)
and fifth place - Bonsante
(7.25).

Beam results were as
follows: first place - Gran-
ing (9.25); second place -
Denne (9.2) and fifth place
- Sabrina Jensen (8.95).

Floor results were as
follows: first place - Gran-
ing (9.375); second place
- Bonsante (9.275); third
place - Denne (9.2); fourth
place- Spear (9.025) and
fifth place - Johnson (8.75).

All-Around results
were as follows: first place
- Graning (36.875); second
place - Denne (36.375)
and third place - Bonsante
(33.925).

Eagles drop to 3-2 in conference

By Maria Moore,
Contributing Writer

Becker/Big Lake com-
peted against Rochester
Mayo Spartans and the
Austin Packers recently.

Vs. Rochester May

During the Spartans’
game, senior Ray Clark
scored a goal with an as-
sist from senior Gavin Ja-
cobson and junior Titus
Borkoski.

The Spartans had got-
ten on the board first, so
this goal squared up the
score.

Another goal was
scored by the Spartans to
give them a 2-1 lead, which
would continue to grow
after the Spartans scored
another goal in the second.

The Spartans would
finish off the Eagles in the
third with the final goal,
making the final score 4-1.

Vs. Austin

Next up was the game
against the Austin Packers
and the Eagles were able
to start the game off strong
with a power play goal
from senior Ethan Grafnitz

THE BECKER/BIG LAKE EAGLES gathered around their
goaltender after the final horn in last week’s loss to Austin.
(Submitted Photo).

with assists from Clark and
senior Tate Spilde. Senior
captain Carter Tatge would
go on to score an even-
strength goal with assists
from junior Brant Russin
and senior Hayden Kipka
to expand the lead to 2-0.
The second period was
hard for the Eagles, with
the Packers scoring five
goals and the Eagles scor-

ing one goal by Spilde off
a power play with assists
from Grafnitz and senior
Tanner Felton.

The third and final pe-
riod is where the Packers
scored their final two goals,
giving Austin a 7-3 win.

Currently, the Eagles
are 6-5 overall and 3-2 in
the conference.





