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PATRIOT OFFICE
763-275-0275  

14054 Bank Street, 
Box 458, Becker, MN 55308

The Patriot is the 
official newspaper for Clear 

Lake, Clearwater, Orrock, 
Palmer & Santiago Town-

ships, City of Becker, Becker 
Township and Becker School 
District #726, City of Big Lake 
and Big Lake School District 
#727. The Patriot is also the 

legal newspaper for the 
Sherburne County financials.

LEGALS/CLASSIFIEDS/
OBITUARIES

Call 763-275-0275 
or send an email to 

legals@
patriotnewsmn.com

SPORTS STORIES
Call 763-275-0275 or 

email Bill at
reporter.bill@

patriotnewsmn.com

ADVERTISING
Call 763-275-0275 

or email Mary (adsales@
patriotnewsmn.com), 

Deven (sales.@
patriotnewsmn.com) or 

Carol (sales.carol@
patriotnewsmn.com).

DEADLINES: 
Wednesday 11 am Legals & 
Notices,  Wednesday 10 am 

Display & Classified Ads.

WEBSITE
Check out each week’s 
content at our website: 

www.patriotnewsmn.com

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
The Patriot welcomes 

letters to the editor. 
Call 763-275-0275 

or email Bill at
reporter.bill@

patriotnewsmn.com
Addresses and phone 

numbers are required for 
verification purposes.  

The deadline for all letters is 
11 am Wednesday.  Limit 

letters to 200 words or less.
Letters will be printed at the 
discretion of the Editor and 

are subject to editing for 
grammar, libel and brevity. 
Two letters per writer per 

subject each year.

OBITUARIES:
Obituaries are $75 prepaid. 
The Editor reserves the right 

to edit lengthy obituaries.

BUSINESS HOURS:
• Mon. - Wed. 8am to 5pm, 

• Thurs. 8am to 3pm  
• Friday CLOSED

SUBSCRIPTION RATES: 
$100 annually, $50 for six 

months, $25 for three months 
or $9a month.

SUBMITTED MATERIAL:
There will be a $50 charge for 

all thank you, engagement, 
wedding and birth  

announcement 
pictures.  The Patriot is not 

responsible for 
correctness of ads 

received by telephone.
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COMING SOON...

2025 Central 
MINNESOTA’S

2025

AwardsAwards

AMAZING AURORA.  Jakki Fidelman captured this amazing photo taken on Lake Julia on a warm summer like night near Palmer Sunday evening while the 
crickets cheeped and an elusive owl was heard from the nearby woods. (Submitted Photo)

Breathtaking

By Bill Morgan, 
Editor

The 15th Annual Big 
Lake Block Party was 
a booming success on a 
beautiful day last Saturday 
at McPete’s.

The event, hosted by 
the Big Lake Chamber of 
Commerce, ran from 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m. and featured 
unlimited mini-golf, free 
bowling, entertainment, 
vendor booths, games, 
food concessions, prizes, 
DJ  Music, photo booth, 
free J onny Pops, World of 
Wheels, a bouncy house 
and much, much more!

As part of the enter-
tainment, Big Lake Schools 
Supt., Tim Truebenbach, 
Mayor Paul Knier, Princi-
pal Teresa Smock-Potter-
and others were subject to 

the ever-popular dunk tank. 
There was also a “Battle 
of the Banks” tug-of-war 
event and a car parade on 
Humboldt Drive.

Later on, Humboldt 
Station played music just 
outside McPete’s for the 
adults and families that 
hung around for the entire 
day. There were giveaways 
including bicycles for the 
kids.

The Chamber would 
like to say thanks to all 
the sponsors who in-
cluded: McPetes, All Pur-
pose Rentals, El Teca, Big 
Lake Spud Fest, Big Lake 
Area Veterinary Hospital, 
Q ueen Bees, Driscoll Ac-
counting, Minnco, J onny 
Pops, Northwoods DJ , Park 
Dental, Coborns, Avery’s 
Adventures and Sherburne 
State Bank.

BL SCHOOL SUPT. Tim 
Truebenbach (left photo) 
was one of the victims in the 
Dunk Tank during last week-
end’s Chamber Block Party 
at McPete’s. The little right-
hander shows good form in 
delivering the ball to the tar-
get. Others slated to take the 
seat in the tank were Princi-
pal Teresa Smock-Potter and 
Mayor Paul Knier.(Submitted 
Photo).

Block Party is a blast!

LOCAL FAVORITE HUM-
BOLDT STATION provided 
music in the evening at Sat-
urday’s Block Party event 
in Big Lake. The main group 
members are Emily Wallen, 
Todd Wick, Jon Peterson, 
Joe Boelke, and Mike Wallen. 
(Submitted Photo).

By Bill Morgan, 
Editor

Carol Lucius, a be-
loved employee of Sher-
burne State Bank, is 
retiring after 42 years of 
service to the community!

+er final day will be 
Tues., Sept. 30 and the 
bank is planning an Open 
House to help usher her 
into her glory years. 

Carol, who lives in 
Clear Lake, is the smiling 
face SSB customers see 
when they enter the bank 
daily.

Check back next 
week for more details! CAROL LUCIUS.  (Sub-

mitted Photo).

Lucius set to retire 9/30

By Bill Morgan, 
Editor

The Becker Chamber 
of Commerce and Sher-
burne History Center are 
hosting their annual Sher-
burne Fall Fest at the His-
tory Center on Oct. 4 from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

The fun run kicks off 
the event at 10:30 a.m. 
(registration is at 10 a.m.) 
and is then followed by a 
soup and chili cookoff at 11 
a.m.

There will be a scav-
enger hunt, kid’s games, 

pumpkin painting, vendor 
booths, a bake sale, touch-
a-truck, live music and lots 
of food and drink for the 

entire family!
Plus, there may be 

a surprise visitor from 
the woods making a 
cameo!  Keep your eyes 
peeled.....

Interested parties 
can register at: b e c k -
e r c h a m b e r . org / e v e n t s . 
The Becker Chamber of 
Commerce, Sherburne 
History Center and Sher-
burne County all joined 
together in the planning 
of the event.

See you there!

Sherburne Fall Fest Fun 
just around the corner

By Bill Morgan, 
Editor

A Big Lake man was 
injured in a motorcycle 
crash in Stearns County 
Saturday. 

The sheriff’s depart-
ment says at 6:36 p.m. Sat-

urday they were dispatched 
to a single vehicle accident 
with injuries near the inter-
section of Co. Rd. 145 and 
180th St. in Lynden Town-
ship, four miles southwest 
of Clearwater.

Upon arrival deputies 
located a male who had 

been thrown from the mo-
torcycle with severe inju-
ries. Further investigation 
revealed that the motor-
cycle had been traveling 
westbound on Co. Rd. 145 
and failed to negotiate the 
southbound curve. This 
caused the driver, Kyle An-

drew Erickson, 35, of Big 
Lake, to lay the bike down 
and enter the ditch where he 
then hit a road sign. Erick-
son was transported to the 
St. Cloud Hospital by Mayo 
Ambulance.

The Stearns County 
Sheriff’s Office was as-

sisted on scene by the 
Wright County Sheriff’s 
Office, Clearwater Fire 
and Rescue, and Minnesota 
State Patrol. The cause of 
the crash is under investi-
gation.

Big Lake motorcyclist hurt in crash in Stearns County



T O  T H E  E D I T O R :
Very succinct and what a 
great article (T ic k in g  T im e  
B om b s). Isn’t it funny how 
the left can place blame and 
use devisive  language and 
yet, the right never does 
that to the left?   We are AL-
WAYS the bad guys and 
yes, take away the guns!   The 
bad guys will still find a way 
to get them. It’s funny but a 
friend of mine had his gun 
on the deck along with some 
ammunition and it never 
killed anyone!   And you are 
correct, are knives next?   I 
am so tired of hearing Walz 
and Omar tell everyone to get 
meaner and to come after us. 
We can not have Walz for an-
other term and Omar should 
be kicked out and go back to 
Somalia. My son was visiting 
me from WI and he wanted 
a copy of the article to share 
with friends.  Very impressed. 
It is a shame we can not share 
this with some of our own 
children as they have been 
indoctrinated in college and 
if we speak up we will lose 
them. I commend you Bill.
Mary  L enk
C learw ater,  MN

T O  T H E  E D I T O R :
Words matter.  Unfortu-
nately, the media have lost 
public trust. Readers note 
contradictory statements in 
parallel articles.  Often news 
stories reflect personal views 
more than facts.  After the 

assassination of Charlie Kirk, 
the deep division in our coun-
try became glaringly obvious.  
What was the function of his 
words— to spark conversa-
tion and exchange ideas or 
a tool to demonize opposing 
views?   Those questions, at 
this point, do not have de-
finitive answers.  :ords are 
protected by the First Amend-
ment.  Is there a difference 
between stating an opinion or 
making a direct threat against 
another’s life?   Our Founding 
Fathers considered another 10 
precepts on which to build our 
nation.  The Ten Command-
ments provide a guide to a 
kind and respectful way of 
life among all people.  “Thou 
shalt not kill” is a strong 
moral imperative in many 
religious creeds.  We are all 
sinners who can be called 
saints if we repent and follow 
Christ.  Rather than trying to 
idolize the victim or the per-
petrator, could we better serve 
ourselves and our Lord with 
a look into the mirror as God 
examines our hearts?   An 
observation...words:  Devil 
embodies EVIL.  GOD is 
found the “good” that many 
try to embrace.  “Live simply, 
love generously, care deeply, 
speak kindly, leave the rest to 
God.”--sage advice from an-
other wounded by a wannabe 
assassin— President Ronald 
Reagan. 
D r.  P h y llis  E . V anB u ren 
C learw ater,  MN  
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Editorials-Opinions-Obituaries
Letters To The EditorSo Long Charlie

Last week, the House 
of Representatives consid-
ered and passed the Fiscal 
Year 2026 National De-
fense Authorization Act 
(NDAA). We were proud 
to support this legislation, 
which authorized $ 89 2.6 
billion for national defense 
programs in line with the 
President’s budget request.

These resources will 
be used to improve service-
members’ quality of life, 
including 3.8%  pay raises 
for all servicemembers, 
and ensure our military 
forces have the training, 
equipment, and support 
they need to deter Ameri-
can adversaries and protect 
the homeland. Specifically, 
this year’s NDAA provides 
funding to modernize our 
military through the acqui-
sition of additional fighter 
aircraft, submarines, war-
ships, autonomous systems, 
and to defend American 
security by supporting 
President Trump’s Golden 
Dome for America initia-
tive.

While making import-
ant investments in our na-
tional defense, the FY26 
NDAA saves taxpayers 
more than $ 20 billion, 
including $ 15 billion in 
DOGE-initiated savings. 
This includes more than 
$ 40.5 million from elim-
inating DEI activity, $ 1.6 
billion in cuts to climate 
change-related spending, 
$ 1.2 billion from retiring 
obsolete weapons systems, 
and more than $ 17 billion 
in cuts to unnecessary bu-
reaucracy.

Furthermore, the FY26 
NDAA includes the text of 
our Anti-CBDC Surveil-
lance State Act to protect 
the American people’s fi-
nancial privacy. Our legis-
lation prohibits the Federal 

Reserve from developing 
a central bank digital cur-
rency, an insidious tech-
nology that could give 
the federal government 
unlimited access to view, 
monitor, and even block 
citizens’ individual pur-
chases. More information 
on the Anti-CBDC Surveil-
lance State Act and the dan-
gers of central bank digital 
currencies can be found at 
e m m e r.hous e .gov .

We also saw Charlie 
Kirk, a leader for millions 
of young conservatives, 
assassinated while he was 
speaking at Utah Valley 
University. A devoted hus-
band and father, Charlie 
leaves behind his wife and 
two young children. Char-
lie’s deep Christian faith 
shaped his understanding 
that American values are 
rooted in our shared prin-
ciples of civility and open 
discourse. (ven in his final 
moments, Charlie cham-
pioned civil debate as the 
cornerstone of our nation’s 
strength. There is no place 
in our country for politi-
cally motivated violence. 
We are grateful to the law 
enforcement officers who 
apprehended the suspect 
and look forward to seeing 
justice carried out.

By Rep. 
Tom Emmer

Off To A Great Start
The 2025-2026 school 

year is off to a fantastic start 
at Becker Public Schools. As 
we finish our third week of 
school, the excitement and 
energy in our classrooms, at 
our facilities, and in the hall-
ways has been incredibly pos-
itive. Students and staff have 
returned with great enthusi-
asm and we are all excited 
for a year of promise, growth, 
and opportunity.

Two weeks ago, we sent 
a message through our email 
and alert system to confirm 
contact information. If you 
did not receive both the phone 
call and the email, or if you 
know of someone who may 
not have, please reach out to 
your child’s school building 
or connect with their teacher. 
Accurate information is es-
sential for ensuring families 
receive updates, school delay 
notices, and emergency alerts. 

Additionally, this fall 
Becker residents will con-
sider a $ 200 per pupil oper-
ating levy referendum. This 
levy would provide stable 
funding to support continued 
high quality education and 
opportunities for our students. 
The estimated impact for tax-
payers varies by property 
type and market value, but 
a house and one acre value 
would cost about $ 2.40 per 
month per $ 100,000 in value. 
Taxpayers can look up their 
specific property impact at 
h ttp s : / / l e v y in f o. c om / L e v y I n f o/
I S D 7 2 6 _ 2 0 2 5 . p h p . 

September is also des-
ignated by the Minnesota 
School Boards Association 
as School Board Recognition 
Month, a time to honor the 
dedicated leaders who guide 
our district. Becker Public 
Schools is proud to have a 
board that has maintained 
consistent practices and con-

tinues to stay focused on our 
mission to develop self-di-
rected learners to thrive in a 
changing global community. 
Thank you to our school 
board members for their tire-
less service, thoughtful lead-
ership, and commitment to 
student success.

Strong schools help build 
strong communities, and our 
school board members are the 
north star of our district, they 
set the direction, keep us fo-
cused on students, and work 
diligently to provide as many 
opportunities as possible for 
them. 

Board members gov-
ern local schools, manage 
multi-million dollar budgets, 
approve curriculum, oversee 
facilities, and ensure compli-
ance with laws. In Becker, 
they support nearly 3,000 
students, lead almost 500 em-
ployees, and oversee multiple 
facilities. 

As we celebrate a strong 
start to the school year, we 
also want to pause to thank 
our school board for their 
leadership and our families 
for their partnership. To-
gether, we are building a fu-
ture Becker can continue to 
be proud of, while we create 
endless opportunities for all 
of our students.

By Supt.
Jeremy Schmidt

Bird Migration
Bird migration is still one 

of nature’s most interesting, 
and yet mysterious events. On 
the surface, migration seems 
rather simple and straight for-
ward, but if you stop and take 
a detailed look, you will see 
its every shade of complexity 
possible.

There are over 11,000 
species of birds and about 40 
percent partake in some form 
of migration. Migrations 
range from simple elevational 
changes for species that live 
in the mountains, to short 
distant movements to avoid 
unfavorable weather, to long 
distant trips to warm climates 
to escape winter, to the grand-
daddy of them all, migration 
from one end of the earth to 
the other. Right away you can 
see there is more to migration 
than perhaps you thought.

In the 1800’s we didn’t 
understand much about mi-
gration. We thought it was 
impossible for a tiny bird to 
navigate over great distances 
and endure huge physical 
demands, so we said it was 
impossible and we “made up 
facts” such as hummingbirds 
had to migrate on the backs 
of geese, in order for them to 
escape winter. We also said 
that some birds dove down 
to the bottom of ponds and 
overwintered in the mud for 
the winter. The thoughts of 
these kinds of theories now 
seem preposterous and 
outlandish. Yet at 
the time, it was 
accepted as 
fact, because 
s o m e o n e 
didn’t un-
derstand so 
they made 
up something 
that could ex-
plain the unex-
plainable.

In the 19 00’s we 
started to develop new ways 
to study birds. Some of the 
earliest attempts to track mi-
gration involved catching a 
bird and tying a brightly col-
ored ribbon on their wing in 
hopes of being able to find 
this bird again during winter. 
This wasn’t very efficient, 
and you had to have an idea 
where they stayed for the 
winter already to make this 
work.

When transistors were 
invented in the 19 40’s, it was 
the breakthrough that made 
small electronics possible 
and by the end of the 19 00’s, 
small tracking devices were 
used to track the migration of 
free flying birds. This was the 
beginning of our better under-
standing of bird migration, 
but just the tip of the migra-
tion iceberg.

In just the past few de-
cades, so much new and 
almost unbelievable infor-
mation about bird migration 
has completely turned our 
understanding of migration 
upside down. Today there are 
many ways to track migrating 
birds. One of these migration 
tracking tools is a website 
called Bird Cast from Cornell 

Lab. It can be found at www.
birdcast.org. All you need to 
do is put in your county and 
state and each day during the 
migration season, you can see 
how many birds passed over 
your county on the previous 
night.

There is a ton of infor-
mation available to anyone 
who is curious about what 
is going on with migration. 
In addition to the tally of the 
birds migrating through your 
county, there is also infor-
mation about what time they 
migrated, the timing of each 
nightly flight, along with 
flight direction and altitude. 
They also have a list of the 
expected species that are mi-
grating.

For example, as I write 
this, 9 7,400 birds passed over 
my county last night and at 
one given moment last night, 
36,400 birds were in flight, 

traveling SSW at 14 
mph, at an altitude 

of 600 feet, all 
at one time. 
In order to 
gather all 
this data, 
Bird Cast 
uses data 
from the na-

tional network 
of weather sur-

veillance radars 
(NEX RAD). Sophisti-

cated algorithms and machine 
learning models are applied 
to the radar data to separate 
weather, such as precipitation 
from biological signals (the 
birds). It then analyzes the 
strength of the radar signals 
to estimate the number of 
birds that are flying. -ust like 
weather, they are able to give 
migration forecasts to predict 
the nocturnal bird migration 
for the next few nights.

We sure have come a 
long way in the understanding 
of bird migration, unlocking 
some of the most mysteri-
ous natural events of nature. 
However, no doubt there is so 
much more we don’t under-
stand about bird migration, 
and we will understand more 
in the years to come. Until 
next time…

S tan  T e k ie l a is  an  au -
th or /  n atu ral is t an d  w il d l if e  
p h otog rap h e r w h o trav e l s  
th e  U . S .  to s tu d y  an d  c ap tu re  
im ag e s  of  w il d l if e .  H e  c an  b e  
f ol l ow e d  on  w w w . I n s tag ram .
c om ,  w w w . F ac e b ook . c om  
an d  w w w . T w itte r. c om .  H e  
c an  b e  c on tac te d  v ia h is  w e b  
p ag e  at w w w . N atu re S m art.
c om .   

By Naturist
Stan Tekiela

By Katie Cantin, 
Contributing Writer

On September 10, the 
Big Lake Twp. electorate 
approved the tax levy for 
2026 at their reconvened 
annual meeting. Minnesota 
townships are required to 
hold an annual meeting in 
March where residents of 
the township may directly 
approve (or disapprove) 
their budget and tax levy 
for the next calendar year. 
Big Lake Twp. residents 
voted to table the decision 
and reconvene the meeting 
in September, to give the 
treasurer more time to work 
on the budget. 

T r e a s u r e r  K e n 
Warneke said that he didn’t 
make any changes to the 
bottom line since his pre-
sentation of the draft bud-
get in March, though some 
funds were reallocated from 
the fire fund to the general 
fund. 

In total, the township’s 
levy decreased 0.52%  
from last year, being set at 
$ 2,673,000. The electorate 
assembled approved the 
amount for 2026.

After the approval of 
the levy, the board contin-
ued with their regular meet-
ing.

Sh erif f ’ s  R ep ort
Sgt. Barett gave the re-

port for the Sheriff’s Dept. 

for the month of August. 
He reported an incident 
where a driver struck sev-
eral items, including mail-
boxes, before leaving the 
scene. The driver was later 
apprehended. He also noted 
a minor property damage 
incident with another vehi-
cle, and a rear-ending. Bar-
ett reported that these all 
appeared to be due to driver 
error rather than dangerous 
intersections.

H u d s on Wood s  
E xp ans ion
The township was pre-

sented with a proposal for a 
second addition to the Hud-
son Woods development. 

The development would 
be off of 201st Ave. NW. 
It would include 175 lots. 
The board looked over the 
information sent by the de-
veloper but made no com-
ment.

R oad s  U p d ate
Supervisor  Dean 

Brenteson said they would 
be looking into scheduling 
a road tour and completing 
some seal-coating projects 
yet this fall.

B u s ines s  f rom  
th e B oard
Supervisor Mark Hed-

strom reported that the Big 
Lake Community Educa-
tion was seeing a significant 

decrease in participation in 
adult programs, so they are 
teaming up with Becker and 
Monticello to increase par-
ticipation in classes.

Community ed is look-
ing to spend down some of 
their fund balance by help-
ing to make some long-
time wishes around campus 
happen, including fulfilling 
needs of youth sports.

The school’s special 
election is November 4. 
Early voting will begin 
September 19.

Supervisor Bruce 
Aubol noted that he bought 
some new sign posts for 
the river access area, which 
will go up soon. He shared 
his belief that the old posts 
were pulled up and sent 
down the river.

Brenteson reported 
that he recently attended a 
meeting with the Minnesota 
Department of Transporta-
tion (MNDoT) regarding 
a pavement rehabilitation 
project on Hwy. 10 through 
Big Lake. The project is 
currently in the design 
phase. MNDoT is currently 
planning to redesign in-
tersections, creating some 
--turns, and there may be 
other changes. They are 
seeking input from the 
local municipalities, includ-
ing the township, city, and 
county.

BIG LAKE TOWNSHIP TREASURER KEN WARNEKE (middle) 
explained the 2026 levy up for approval at the recent recon-
vened annual meeting. The levy will decrease by 0.52% from 
2025. (Photo by Katherine Cantin.)

BL Twp. approves 2026 tax levy 
at reconvened annual meeting

Submitted Article

Minnesota’s award 
winning true crime au-
thor Frank Weber recently 
held a book signing at the 
Becker Public Library. 

Weber, a forensic psy-
chologist was promoting 
his newest book T h e  S u n  
and it is based on a Min-
nesota mystery. T h e  S u n  is 
part two of a series, the first 
in the series is  S c an d al  of  
V an d al s  and is based on 
the murder of an prominent 
attorneys wife. 

Weber guided the 45 
or so attendees that evening 
through the process of pro-
filing a case with limited 
evidence. A live demon-
stration of a lie detector test 
was also performed. 

Weber has more book 

signing events coming up in 
the near future. Check out 
the GRRL website for times 
and locations at gr iv e r.or g/
e v e nt s .

MINNESOTA AUTHOR FRANK WEBER visited the Becker Li-
brary last week to promote his new book, The Sun — part two of 
a series including a book entitled, Scandal of Vandals. (Patriot 
Photos by Carol Hanson).

Minnesota author holds book signing in Becker



Area News

We slaughter in-house
Call to book an appointment!

FORMERLY T&R MEATS

105 PINE ST., CLEARWATER • 320-558-6390

• Steaks • Pork Chops • Brats 
• Hot Dogs • Hamburgers 
• Chicken • Roasts & More!

We are now hiring 
 Trimmers - Will Train!
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Keller Lake Commons in Big Lake, now an Assisted Living Community 
offering full apartments ranging from 644 to 956 square feet. Cable is included in rents 

for private pay and housing support (formerly known as GRH) renters. Accepting EW and 
CADI. For more information please contact Nicole Gilder, Housing Director at 

763-263-2363 or check us out online at www.kellerlakecommons.com

WE ARE CURRENTLY TAKING
SEADOO AND OTHER PERSONAL 

WATERCRAFTS FOR WINTERIZATION!
Ticket sales are limited to the number of ribs available 

Email at: biglakebtyr@gmail.com

Ticket sales @ 1 p.m.- Rib tasting @ 3 p.m.
Benefitting Big Lake Veterans, Service Members & their families 

50/50 raffle and silent auction

9TH ANNUAL 
BACKYARD BBQ 

COOKOFF!

Ribs for 
the Ribbon

Saturday, Sept. 27, 2025 @ Lakeside Park, Big Lake

Submitted Article

Minnesota Alliance 
With Youth is pleased to 
announce that Rebecca 
Anderson of Big Lake has 
been selected to serve on 
the Minnesota Youth Coun-
cil.

The Minnesota Youth 
Council (MYC) serves 
as liaison between young 
people, youth-led and 
youth-serving organiza-
tions, and state policymak-
ers and the Governor and 
Lt. Governor. They are the 
statutorily-created “voice 
of youth” in Minnesota and 
expand opportunities for 
ALL young people in Min-
nesota to have their voices 
heard and input considered. 

Anderson, of Big Lake, 
is a student at Spectrum 
High School where, along-
side gaining her diploma, 
she participates in con-
current enrollment classes 
to also graduate with an 
Associates of Arts De-
gree. Through her school, 
she participates in Student 
Council, tennis, National 
Honors Society, and is cap-
tain of the speech team. Dis-
cussion, one of her speech 
categories, introduced her 
to public policy and legis-
lation. Through the Min-
nesota Youth Council, she 
hopes to learn more about 
government processes, and 
continue to empower and 
advocate for youth. 

Rebecca’s core val-
ues include leadership, 
community service and in-
volvement, and making a 
difference. She brings her 
values into everything she 
does, along with a positive, 
fun attitude.

Anderson will be join-
ing the Minnesota Youth 
Council alongside cur-
rently serving Big Lake 
High School student Alexis 
Gosewisch.

REBECCA ANDERSON, 
OF BIG LAKE was selected to 
serve on the MYC and is a stu-
dent at Spectrum High School. 
(Submitted Photo).

Anderson 
Selected to 

Serve on 
Minnesota 

Youth 
Council

Submitted Article

Big Lake Schools is 
asking community mem-
bers to vote on two import-
ant ballot questions this 
fall to support students, 
strengthen programs, and 
address aging facilities. 
The referendum will be 
held  Tue., Nov. 4, 2025.

In 2024, Big Lake 
Schools asked voters to 
consider three referen-
dum questions. While the 
question for funding tech-
nology was approved, the 
other two questions that 
focused on classroom, pro-
gram, and facility needs 
did not pass. However, the 
needs identified then have 
not gone away. Since that 
time, they’ve listened to 
community feedback and 
made adMustments—refin-
ing the proposal to focus 
even more directly on Big 
Lake students, Big Lake 
student-athletes, and have 
added value to the Big 
Lake community.

T w o Q u es tions  
on th e B allot
On November 4, voters 

will be asked to consider 
two separate referendum 
questions:

Q u es tion O ne would 
increase the district’s op-
erating levy by $ 640 per 
student to help maintain 
small class sizes, academic 
programs, extracurricular 
activities, and recruit and 
retain quality teachers and 
staff.

N o N E T  tax increas e:
This increase is fully offset 
by other expiring school 
levies, meaning property 
owners would see no NET 
tax increase if approved.

Q u es tion T w o asks 
voters to approve a $36.23 
million bond to invest in 
school facilities.

Projects include up-
dating special education 

and CTE classroom spaces 
in the Middle and High 
School, a new multi-pur-
pose activity facility, a 
safer and improved sta-
dium field and track, and 
a partnership with the Big 
Lake Food Shelf to bring 
food access and student 
programming opportunities 
directly to campus.

This question would 
result in a tax increase. For 
a typical home valued at 
$ 400,000, it would mean 

about $ 36 more per month 
starting in 2026.

Important note: Q ues-
tion Two can only pass if 
Q uestion One is approved.

W h y N ow ?
Big Lake Schools is 

facing rising costs to sus-
tain curriculum, staff, and 
student programs, while 
also navigating aging fa-
cilities and the inability to 
meet the increasing need 
for space.  

State funding streams 
that were originally in-
tended to help stabilize 
district finances have either 
been reduced or are sched-
uled to phase out. This 
includes funding for staff 
certifications, unemploy-
ment benefits, special ed-
ucation transportation and 
other mandates that dis-
tricts must now find ways 
to cover on their own.

V oting I nf orm ation
Election Day is Tues., 

Nov. 4, with early voting 

beginning Fri., Sept. 19.
In-person voting will 

take place at Saron Lu-
theran Church, 311 Lake St 
S, Big Lake, from 7 a.m. to 
8 p.m.

Early (absentee) voting 
will be available at the Big 
Lake Schools District Of-
fice, �01 Minnesota Ave, 
Big Lake, from 8 a.m. to 
3:30 p.m. Call 763-262-
2536 for more information 
or to request a time to come 
in and vote.

All residents are en-
couraged to visit the 
referendum websi te 
( b i g l a k e s c h o o l s . o r g /
s tron g s c h ool s ), ask ques-
tions, and make their voice 
heard this fall.  

Your vote impacts 
the future of our students, 
schools, and commu-
nity. Learn more at w w w .
b ig l ak e s c h ool s . org / s tron g -
s c hool s .

Big Lake Schools announces 
November 4 Referendum

DEPUTY NICK RADUNZ (L) was sworn in Tuesday by Sher-
burne County Sheriff Joel Brott (R). Deputy Radunz grew up in 
Becker and graduated from Becker Public Schools and has a 
brother (Dillon) in the NFL. Congratulations Deputy Radunz, 
and welcome to the team. (Submitted Photo).

Congratulations Nick!

Submitted Article

Coborn’s Inc., the par-
ent company of Coborn’s 
and Cash Wise Foods gro-
cery and liquor stores, has 
long been conscious of its 
responsibility to respect 
and acknowledge the sac-
rifices of Veterans and 
First Responders. For that 
reason, during September 
Coborn’s and Cash Wise 
grocery and liquor stores 
will once again partner with 
the Folds of Honor Foun-
dation, an organization 
that provides life-changing 
educational scholarships to 
the spouses and children 
of fallen or disabled U.S. 
service members and first 
responders.

Throughout Septem-
ber, guests can round up 
their order total to the near-
est dollar to be donated to 
Folds of Honor when they 
shop in-store at Coborn’s 
and Cash Wise grocery 
and liquor stores. Guests 
can also make $ 1, $ 5, and 
$ 10 monetary donations at 
checkout. Donations will 
then be distributed in the 
form of scholarships to 
local family members of 
fallen or wounded military 
or first responders through 
the Folds of Honor Foun-
dation.

Since launching the 
Folds of Honor partnership 
in 2023, Coborn’s Inc. has 
helped raise over $178,000 
through guest donations.

Coborn’s, Inc. announces 
3rd Annual Folds of Honor 
fundraising campaign

2025
Central 

MINNESOTA’S

2025

AwardsAwards
The Patriot is celebrating the past year with our 

first-ever “Reader’s Choice” awards for the best of 
Central Minnesota!

Keep your eyes peeled in the next couple weeks for 
a QR code that will direct you to a website with a 

survey of Central Minnesota’s best establishments! 
Stay tuned!
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Classifieds
AU T O MO B I L E S
G O T  AN  U N W AN T E D  C AR ? ? ?  D O -
N AT E  I T  T O  P AT R I O T I C  H E AR T S. 
Fast free pick up. Patriotic Hearts’ programs 
help veterans find work or start their own 
business. Call 24/7: 1-833-485-1046. (mcn)

G et a b reak  on y ou r tax es !  Donate your car, 
truck, or SUV to assist the blind and visually 
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost vehicle 
pickup and secure a generous tax credit for 
2025. Call Heritage for the Blind Today at 
1-855 9 77-7030 today!  (mcn)

D onate y ou r car,  tru ck ,  b oat,  R V  and  
m ore to s u p p ort ou r v eterans !  Schedule 
a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup and receive 
a top tax deduction!  Call Veteran Car Dona-
tions at 1-888-429 -2331 today!  (mcn)

C AB L E / I N T E R N E T
AFFO R D AB L E  T V  &  I N T E R N E T .  If 
you are overpaying for your service, call now 
for a free quote and see how much you can 
save!  1-833-472-79 54. (mcn)

D I R E C T V -  All y ou r entertainm ent.  N oth -
ing  on y ou r roof !  Sign up for Directv and get 
your first three months of Max, Paramount+ , 
Showtime, Starz, MGM+  and Cinemax in-
cluded. Choice package $ 84.9 9 /mo. Some 
restrictions apply. Call DIRECTV 1-866-
29 6-1409 . (mcn)

FI N AN C I AL
I nf lation is  at 4 0 - y ear h ig h s .  I nteres t rates  
are w ay  u p .  Credit Cards. Medical Bills. Car 
Loans. Do you have $ 10k or more in debt?  
Call NATIONAL DEBT RELIEF and find 
out how to pay off your debt for significantly 
less than what you owe!  FREE quote: Call 
1-866-552-0649 . (mcn)

H E AL T H  &  ME D I C AL
D E N T AL  I N SU R AN C E  from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage for 
400 plus procedures. Real dental insurance 
-NOT just a discount plan. Do not wait!  Call 
now!  Get your FREE Dental Information Kit 
with all the details!  1-855-9 73-9 175 www.
dental50plus.com/midwest #6258 (mcn)

P O R T AB L E  O X Y G E N  C O N C E N T R A-
T O R  May Be Covered by Medicare!  Re-
claim independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free information kit!  Call 844-
716-2411. (mcn)

ST O P  O V E R P AY I N G  FO R  H E AL T H  
I N SU R AN C E !  A recent study shows that a 
majority of people struggle to pay for health 
coverage. Let us show you how much you 
can save. Call Now for a no-obligation quote: 
1-888-772-8454. You will need to have your 
zip code to connect to the right provider. 
(mcn)

AT T E N T I O N  O X Y G E N  T H E R AP Y  
U SE R S!  Discover Oxygen Therapy That 
Moves with You with Inogen Portable Ox-
ygen Concentrators. FREE information kit. 
Call 1-833-650-59 16. (mcn)

H O ME  SE R V I C E S
D on’ t P ay  For C ov ered  H om e R ep airs  
Ag ain!  Our home warranty covers ALL 
MAJ OR SYSTEMS AND APPLIANCES. 
We stand by our service and if we can’t fix 
it, we’ll replace it!  Pick the plan that fits your 
budget!  Call: 1-833-816-2128. (mcn)

W AT E R  &  FI R E  D AMAG E  R E ST O -
R AT I O N .  Our trusted professionals will 
restore your home to protect your family and 
your home’s value!  Call 24/7: 1-833-879 -
1480. Mold Remediation services are also 
available!  (mcn)

MI SC E L L AN E O U S
R each  ov er 1 . 4  m illion h om es  f or j u s t 
$ 2 4 9 !  Advertise your business or item with a 
classified ad in the Midwest Free Community 
Papers. Simple, cost-effective, and powerful. 
One call, and you’re done!  Boost your visi-
bility now!  888-89 9 -6327. (mcn)

Su nSetter.  Am erica’ s  N u m b er O ne Aw -
ning !  Instant shade at the touch of a button. 
Transform your deck or patio into an outdoor 
oasis. Up to 10-year limited warranty. Call 
now and SAVE $ 350 today!  1-855-462-
2330. (mcn)

N E E D  N E W  FL O O R I N G ?  Call today to 
schedule a FR E E  in-home estimate on Car-
peting &  Flooring. Call Today!  1-833-641-
6323. (mcn)

I N J U R E D  I N  AN  AC C I D E N T ?  Don’t 
Accept the insurance company’s first offer. 
Many injured parties are entitled to cash set-
tlements in the $ 1000’s. Get a free evaluation 
to see what your case is really worth. 100%  
Free Evaluation. Call Now: 1-833-879 -1534. 
(mcn)

P rep are f or p ow er ou tag es  tod ay  w ith  a 

G enerac H om e Stand b y  G enerator.  Act 
now to receive a FREE 5-Year warranty with 
qualifying purchase. Call 1-877-228-5789  
today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just a 
generator. It’s a power move. (mcn)

N O  MO R E  C L E AN I N G  O U T  G U T -
T E R S.  G u aranteed !  LeafFilter is backed 
by a no-clog guarantee and lifetime transfer-
rable warranty. Call today 1-855-577-1268 
to schedule a FREE inspection and no obli-
gation estimate. Plus get 75%  off installation 
and a bonus $ 250 discount!  Limited time 
only. Restrictions apply, see representative 
for warranty and offer details. (mcn)

T h e b ath room  of  y ou r d ream s  in as  lit-
tle as  1  d ay .  Limited Time Offer - $ 1000 
off or No Payments and No Interest for 18 
months for customers who qualify. BCI Bath 
&  Shower. Many options available. Q uality 
materials &  professional installation. Senior 
&  Military Discounts Available. Call Today!  
1-833-618-1178. (mcn)

R ep lace y ou r roof  w ith  th e b es t look ing  
and  long es t las ting  m aterial s teel f rom  
E rie Metal R oof s !  Three styles and mul-
tiple colors available. Guaranteed to last a 
lifetime!  Limited Time Offer- up to 50%  off 
installation +  Additional 10%  off install (for 
military, health workers &  1st responders.) 
Call Erie Metal Roofs: 1-844-9 07-2386. 
(mcn)

O v er $ 5 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  in tim es h are d eb t and  
f ees  cancelled  in 2 0 1 9 .  Get free informa-
tional package and learn how to get rid of 
your timeshare!  Free consultations. Over 450 
positive reviews. Call 877-326-1608. (mcn)

R E AL  E ST AT E
W E  B U Y  H O U SE S f or C as h  AS- I S!  No 
repairs. No fuss. Any condition. Easy pro-
cess: Call, get cash offer and get paid. Call 
today for your fair cash offer: 1-888-715-
0513. (mcn)

W AN T  T O  B U Y
C ASH  P AI D  FO R  H I G H - E N D  ME N ’ S 
SP O R T  W AT C H E S!  Rolex, Breitling, 
Omega, Patek Philippe, Heuer, Daytona, 
GMT, Submariner and Speedmaster. Call 
1-833-641-6646. (mcn)

W E  B U Y  V I N T AG E  G U I T AR S!  Look-
ing for 19 20-19 80 Gibson, Martin, Fender, 
Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite, Ricken-
backer, Prairie State, D’Angelico, Stromberg. 

Minnesota Newspaper Association Classifieds

                                     Week of September 21, 2025             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

MISCELLANEOUS

        
AGRICULTUREHELP WANTED

MISCELLANEOUSWANTED TO BUY

HEALTH

Statewide 
Advertising

ONLY 
$279

Call Today!
612/332-8844

AGE 55+ WORKERS
needed for part-time custodial 
work at rest areas and state parks 
in Minnesota. Apply online at 
greenviewmn.com or call 651/639-1913

WANTED: 
ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES

Running or not. Titled or not. Will pick 
up. Cash in exchange. Sell now before 
prices fall. Call Dan at 612/720-2142

WE BUY HOUSES 
for cash AS IS! No repairs. No fuss. 
Any condition. Easy three step 
process: Call, get cash o൵ er and get 
paid. Get your fair cash o൵ er today by 
calling Liz Buys Houses: 844/978-0683

IF YOU HAD KNEE OR HIP 
REPLACEMENT SURGERY 

and su൵ ered an infection between 
2022 and the present time, you may be 
entitled to compensation. Call Attorney
Charles H. Johnson 800/535-5727

ATTENTION FARMERS 
Seeing white mold in your  elds? 
Noticing SDS? Share your location 
and enter to win FREE soybean seeds 
for 2026. Call Nolan 218/689-6367

DON’T LET THE STAIRS 
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY!

Discover the ideal solution for anyone
who struggles on the stairs, is con-
cerned about a fall or wants to 
regain access to their entire home. 
Call AmeriGlide today! 866/852-5506

GET BOOST INFINITE! 
Unlimited talk, text and data for just 
$25/mo! The power of 3 5G networks, one 
low price! Call today and get the latest 
iPhone every year on us! 855/849-6621

GET DISH 
SATELLITE TV + INTERNET!

Free install, free HD-DVR 
upgrade, 80,000 on-demand movies,
plus limited time up to $600 
In gift cards. Call today! 855/562-4309

SAFE STEP
North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. 
Comprehensive lifetime warranty.
Top-of-the-line installation and ser-
vice. Now featuring our FREE shower
package and $1,600 o൵  for a 
limited time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 833/966-3882

GET A BREAK ON YOUR TAXES!
Donate your car, truck, or SUV to as-
sist the blind and visually impaired. 
Arrange a swift, no-cost vehicle pick-
up and secure a generous tax cred-
it for 2025. Call Heritage for the 
Blind Today at 844/220-9501 today! 

OUTDOOR FURNACES NO-
TICE - Outdoor furnace, parts 
and supplies are in high de-
mand and have limited avail-
ability. With approximate lead 
times of about 8 months, plan 
and look ahead. Reserve now 
to have one to install for this 
summer or fall installation. We 
feature Central Boiler furnaces 
and products for complete in-
stallation. We have financing 
available, and up to a $2,000 
tax credit available on select 
models. Reserve today. Call 
or go online, 763-972-6255; 
classactfurnace.com.       ________________________

Outdoor Furnaces

220 USED CARS to choose 
from. We also BUY used cars. 
Guaranteed Approval! Morrie’s 
Auto Connection, 559 Hwy 10, 
St. Cloud (next to the red barn 
Dairy Queen). 320-229-1900. 
Apply online at: 
www.MorriesAutoConnection.com
________________________

Used Cars

To place your ad, call 763.275.0275 or stop by our office at 
14054 Bank Street, Becker • Website: www.patriotnewsmn.com

HANSON PAVING. Residen-
tial & commercial. Driveways, 
parking lots, asphalt, paving & 
asphalt patchwork. No job too 
small. Call for a free estimate 
at 320-259-7874 office. 3636 
Quail Rd., Sauk Rapids. We 
accept Visa & Mastercard. 
www.hansonpaving,com
_______________________

Asphalt/Blacktop

TO PLACE 
A PUBLIC 
NOTICE - 
Call The
Patriot 

763-275-0275

MURPHY
CHEVROLET

N e w  &  U s e d  C a r s  &  T r u c k s
(320) 968-6239

www.murphychevrolet.com

Automotive

TOTAL LAWN CARE, INC. 
Locally owned & operated 
since 1985. Fertilization, core 
aeration, guaranteed control 
of: weeds, crabgrass, mos-
quitoes, ants/ticks/spiders, 
grubworms and Emerald Ash 
Borer. Experience the differ-
ence. 320-685-4131. 
www.totallawn.us
________________________

Lawn Care

HASSAN SAND & GRAVEL 
has a large selection of dec-
orative rock, pulverized & 
screened topsoil, all types 
of driveway aggregates, 
wood & rubber mulch, land-
scape supplies, play/volley-
ball/mason sand, fieldstone 
boulders, steps & natural 
quarry stone, synthetic turf 
products. M-F 7am-4pm & 
Sat, 7am-noon. 13530 Wil-
liamdale Rd., Rogers. 763-
428-2393. 
www.HassanSand.com
Clip this ad & save $20 off 
your purchase of $100 or 

more! Exp. 10/20/25

Landscaping

Obituaries

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 612/332-8844.  Thank you.

MDAN

2x4
2x8

2x2

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 9/21/2025 Central

We Buy Houses For Cash!

Call (844) 978−0683

Liz Buys Houses Connects Home Sellers 
with Legitimate Cash Buyers Nationwide! 

No Repairs. No Fuss.
• Fair Cash O� er
• Quick Closing
• No Realtor Fees

• No House Repairs
• Simple Home Sale
• Convenient Closing Date

Public Notices
SE C T I O N  00 1 1 13 

AD V E R T I SE ME N T  FO R  B I D S
2025 B I G  L AK E  H I G H  SC H O O L  P O O L  

H V AC  I MP R O V E ME N T S
501 M I N N E SO T A AV E N U E  E AST
B I G  L AK E , MI N N E SO T A 55309

Independent School District #727 - Big Lake Schools will re-
ceive single prime sealed bids for 2025 Big Lake High School Pool 
HVAC Improvements until 10:00 a.m. local time on October 14, 
2025 at the District Office - Entrance J , 701 Minnesota Avenue East, 
Big Lake, Minnesota 55309 , at which time and place all bids will be 
publicly opened and read aloud.

Bidding documents, including the Proposal Form, Drawings and 
Specifications, will be on file at the Minnesota Builders Exchange;  
McGraw Hill Construction/Dodge Plan Center;  Reed Construction;  
iSqFt Plan Room (St. Paul, MN), The Blue Book Building and 
Construction Network;  and from PlanWell at h ttp s : / / ord e r. e - arc .
c om / arc E O C / x _ p roj e c t . as p ? d e = 5 4 B D 1 E 5 B - B 8 C F - 4 2 F 3 - 8 D 8 0 -
C 4390 340E A 22.

A pre-bid meeting will be held at Big Lake High School, 501 
Minnesota Avenue East, Big Lake, Minnesota 55309  at 9 :00 a.m. 
on September 30, 2025. Visitors must check in at the main entrance 
with a valid State ID. Attendance to the meeting is not required, but 
highly recommended.

This project includes:     replacement of the existing pool HVAC 
system, lighting upgrades, and associated architectural work.    

American Reprographics Company, 4730 Park Glen Road, St. 
Louis Park, Minnesota 55416 (952)  697- 8800, facsimile (952)  697-
8803 will provide complete downloadable sets of the Bidding Doc-
uments to prospective bidders and subcontractors. The downloads 
will be available September 18, 2025. A deposit check in the amount 
of $ 25 made out to ARC for each set downloaded via the internet 
at ht tps : / / w w w .e - arc .c om / l oc ation/ s t- l oui s - par k /  and clicking on the 
PlanWell icon, then the Public Plan Room icon, select   2025 Big Lake 
High School Pool HVAC Improvements  .

Make proposals on the bid forms supplied in the Project Manual. 
No oral, telegraphic or telephonic proposals or modifications will be 
considered. Submit with each bid, a certified check or acceptable bid-
der’s bond payable to Independent School District #727 - Big Lake 
Schools in an amount equal to five percent (5% ) of the total bid. The 
successful bidder will be required to furnish satisfactory Labor and 
Material Payment Bond, and Performance Bond.

Bids may not be withdrawn within thirty (30) days after the 
scheduled time of opening bids, without the consent of the Owner. 
The Owner reserves the right to accept any bid or to reject any or all 
bids, or parts of such bids, and waive informalities or irregularities 
in bidding.

The Owner requires Substantial Completion of the project on or 
before March 20, 2026.
Board of Education
Independent School District #727 - Big Lake Schools
(Published in the Patriot: 09/ 13/25, 09/ 20/25.)

With deep sorrow and 
much love, we share the pass-
ing of Marie (Warrington) 
Maag, age 83, of Becker, Min-
nesota. Marie passed 
away peacefully on 
September 11, 
2025, at Q uiet 
Oaks Hospice 
House in St. 
Augusta, MN, 
surrounded by 
her children.

Marie was 
born on Octo-
ber 27, 1941, in 
Webster, South 
Dakota, to Elmer 
and Ellen (Coyne) War-
rington. She grew up in the 
Butler area, graduated from 
Bristol High School, and then 
went on to Northern State 
Teacher’s College in Aber-
deen, SD.  She met the love of 
her life Dennis Maag and they 
were married on J une 7, 1962, 
in Lily, South Dakota.  She 
devoted herself for the next 
51 years to raising her family 
and working alongside Dennis 
while farming near Wallace, 
SD.  They later moved to Wa-
tertown, SD, spent winters in 
Florida near family, and trav-
eled the world together. After 
Dennis’s passing in 2016, 
Marie moved to Becker, MN, 
to be close to family.

She had five children: 
Kevin (Cindy) Maag of Pe-
waukee, WI;  Alan (Kim) 
Maag Sr. of Florence, AZ;  
Beth (Paul) Soenneker of 
Becker, MN;  Aaron (Pam 
Lewis) Maag of Fort Myers, 

FL;  and Kent (Hilary) Maag 
of Blaine, MN;  and eleven 
grandchildren: Alan (A.J .) 
Maag J r., Garett Maag, J ane 

Maag, Henry Maag, 
Mitch Soenneker, 

Freya Maag, 
Liam Maag, 
Blake Soen-
neker, Colin 
Maag, Ellie 
Maag, and 
Charlie Maag. 
She was lov-
ingly known as 

Grandma Ree to 
her grandchildren.

Marie was preceded 
in death by her husband, Den-
nis;  her parents, Elmer and 
Ellen;  her sister, Elizabeth 
J enness;  and her grandson, 
A.J . Maag.

A funeral service will 
be held at Immaculate Con-
ception Catholic Church in 
Watertown, SD, on Friday, 
September 19 , 2025, at 1:00 
p.m., with visitation one hour 
prior. Lunch will follow in the 
church hall, and internment 
will take place at the cemetery 
in Webster, SD.

The family would like to 
say special thank you to the 
Shepherd of Grace commu-
nity, CentraCare Hospice, 
and Q uiet Oaks Hospice 
Home, and all family and 
friends who have been so 
supportive during this time.  
Arrangements by Wight &  
Comes Funeral Chapel - w w w .
w ight andc om e s .c om .

Marie (Warrington) Maag, 83
Becker MN

October 27, 1941 – September 11, 2025

C I T Y  O F B I G  L AK E
N O T I C E  O F P U B L I C  H E AR I N G  FO R  A C O N D I T I O N AL  

U SE  P E R MI T  FO R  AN  I MP E R V I O U S SU R FAC E  I N C R E ASE  
AT  1 097 K L I C K I T AT  ST R E E T

You are hereby notified that the Big Lake Planning Commission 
will hold a public hearing to consider a Conditional Use Permit to ex-
ceed the allowed 25%  Impervious Surface Coverage at 1097 Klicki-
tat Street. The hearing will be held in the Big Lake City Hall Council 
Chambers located at 160 Lake Street North on Mond ay , O ctob er 6, 
2025, at  or ab ou t 6: 00 p .m .  or shortly thereafter.

Applicant: David Vinje, Attics to Basements, 18575 Lander 
Street NW, Elk River, MN 55330

Owner: Hope and J im Ayers, 1140 86th Ave, Brooklyn Park, MN 
55444

Location: 1097 K lickitat Street, Big Lake, MN 55309

PID: #65-00421-0250

Request(s): A conditional use permit to exceed the maximum 
25%  impervious surface coverage in the R-5 zoning district as al-
lowed by Section 1003.11, Subd. 4(3) of the Zoning Ordinance. 

If you desire to be heard in reference to this matter, you are 
encouraged to attend the scheduled public hearing or submit writ-
ten comments to City Hall prior to the hearing. Comments can be 
emailed to Consultant Planner Kendra Lindahl, AICP at k l in d ah l @
l andf orm .ne t or mailed to City Hall at 160 Lake Street North. 
/s/ Kendra Lindahl, AICP
Consulting City Planner
City of Big Lake
(Published in the Patriot: 09/ 20/25.)

C I T Y  O F B I G  L AK E
N O T I C E  O F P U B L I C  H E AR I N G  FO R  A P R E L I MI N AR Y  

P L AT  AN D  SI T E  P L AN  FO R  AU T O Z O N E  AT  55 
C O U N T Y  R O AD  43 N W

You are hereby notified that the Big Lake Planning Commission 
will hold a public hearing to consider a Preliminary Plat and Site Plan 
for a two-lot subdivision for AutoZone at 55 County Road 43 NW. 
The hearing will be held in the Big Lake City Hall Council Chambers 
located at 160 Lake Street North on Mond ay ,  O ctob er 6 ,  2 0 2 5 ,  at or 
ab ou t 6: 00 p .m .  or shortly thereafter.

Applicant: Marda Lugar, AutoZone, 123 South Front Street, 
Memphis, TN 38103 

Owner: Casey’s Retail Company, PO Box 3001, One SE Conve-
nience Boulevard, Ankeney, IA 50021 

Location: 55 County Road 43 NW, Big Lake, MN 55309

PID: #65-00538-0105

Request(s): A Preliminary Plat for a two-lot subdivision of part 
of Lot 1, Block 1 of Cobblestone Addition in Big Lake, and a Site 
Plan for an AutoZone. 

If you desire to be heard in reference to this matter, you are 
encouraged to attend the scheduled public hearing or submit writ-
ten comments to City Hall prior to the hearing. Comments can be 
emailed to Consultant Planner Kendra Lindahl, AICP at k l in d ah l @
l andf orm .ne t or mailed to City Hall at 160 Lake Street North. 
/s/ Kendra Lindahl, AICP
Consulting City Planner
City of Big Lake
(Published in the Patriot: 09/ 20/25.)

C I T Y  O F B I G  L AK E
N O T I C E  O F P U B L I C  H E AR I N G  FO R  A C O N D I T I O N AL  

U SE  P E R MI T  FO R  AN  I MP E R V I O U S SU R FAC E  I N C R E ASE  
AN D  A SE T B AC K  V AR I AN C E  FO R  A D E C K  AT  

921 L AK E SH O R E  D R I V E
You are hereby notified that the Big Lake Planning Commission 

will hold a public hearing to consider a Conditional Use Permit to 
exceed the allowed 25%  Impervious Surface Coverage and a setback 
Variance to allow a new deck at 921 Lakeshore Drive. The hearing 
will be held in the Big Lake City Hall Council Chambers located at 
160 Lake Street North on Mond ay ,  O ctob er 6 ,  2 0 2 5 ,  at or ab ou t 
6: 00 p .m .  or shortly thereafter.

Applicant: Adam and J ustine Dietz, 9 21 Lakeshore Drive, Big 
Lake, MN 55309

Owner: Adam and J ustine Dietz, 9 21 Lakeshore Drive, Big 
Lake, MN 55309

Location: 921 L akeshore Drive, Big Lake, MN 55309

PID: #65-00422-0105

Request(s): A conditional use permit to exceed the maximum 
25%  impervious surface coverage in the R-5 zoning district as al-
lowed by Section 1003.11, Subd. 4(3) of the Zoning Ordinance and a 
Variance from Section 1004.03, Subd. 4 of the Zoning Ordinance to 
allow a deck within the required setback. 

If you desire to be heard in reference to this matter, you are 
encouraged to attend the scheduled public hearing or submit writ-
ten comments to City Hall prior to the hearing. Comments can be 
emailed to Consultant Planner Kendra Lindahl, AICP at k l in d ah l @
l andf orm .ne t or mailed to City Hall at 160 Lake Street North. 
/s/ Kendra Lindahl, AICP
Consulting City Planner
City of Big Lake
(Published in the Patriot: 09/ 20/25.)

By Mark Kolbinger, 
Contributing Writer

The Becker girls tennis 
team continues to pile up the 
wins, picking up three victo-
ries by identical 5-2 scores in 
the last week.

In a win over Moorhead, 
it was a dominating doubles 
performance by the Bulldogs 
that led to the victory.

Chloe Spear teamed up 
with Tess Brown to win the 
#1 spot, while Faith Bass 
and Taylor Lisson were 6-1, 
6-1 winners in the #2 spot.  
Sami Leaders and Bryn 
'ahlheimer finished off the 
doubles mastery with a hard-
fought, 7-6 (4), 4-6, 10-6 win 
over their opponents.

Picking up wins in the 
singles matches were Gracie 

Conzemius at #2 and Saman-
tha Duncombe at #4.

In the win over Mound-
Westonka, it was another 
clean sweep for the same 
doubles teams, and this time 
Conzemius and Arica Stach 
were the singles winners, as 
#2 and #3, respectively.

Becker also defeated 
Buffalo during the current 
winning streak and in a show 
of amazing consistency, it 
was the same doubles and sin-
gles winners as the Mound-
Westonka match, as the 
doubles teams won all three 
matches and Conzemius and 
Samantha Duncombe won 
the singles matches.

Tuesday night, Becker 
was back in action with a 
M8 match against Cam-
bridge-Isanti.

Bulldog 
Tennis on a 

Roll
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Be a Patriot Page 
Sponsor! Call 

763.275.0275 to 
secure your ad

Sports/Area News

PROUD SPONSOR
OF THE 

NEWSPAPER,
EVENTS, ACTIVITIES

AND BUSINESSES
IN OUR LOCAL

COMMUNITIES!

763-262-5850
tjpottertrucking.com

Business & Professional 
Services  Directory

Attorneys

PETERSON - 
GRIMSMO

FUNERAL CHAPEL
Serving your 

community since 1933
250 East Broadway

Monticello, MN 55362
763-295-2918

Our family serving yours!

Funeral

Serving the Metro &
Surrounding Areas Since 1967
www.c-sblacktopping.com
Major Credit Cards accepted

FREE ESTIMATES
a “green” paving contractor

RESIDENTIAL COMMERCIAL
PAVING CONTRACTORS

763.428.2225

Blacktopping

Mulch

15920 Hwy. 10, Becker • 763-262-0871

MULCH • ROCK • BLACK DIRT • SAND
Additional products available!
We can load or delivery available!
Open to the public 
Mon. - Fri., 7am to 5pm 
and Sat., 8am to noon

Apply in person, 1 mile east of Becker, 
137th left, 1/8 mile on left. 612-747-0163    

NOW HIRING!
KASOWSKI GROUP

• FT FARM LABOR
• FT EQUIPMENT OPERATOR • FT FARM MECHANIC

B E CK E R  PU B L I C 
SCH O O L S I S H I R I N G  

SCH O O L  B U S D R I V E R S! !

Up to $60 per route based on experience.
Benefits include:
*Health, Dental, & LTD (Coverage year round)
* Paid personal, sick, and holidays
* PERA (Public Employee Retirement Assoc.)
* 403 (B) Matching Retirement Options

$2,000 SIGN ON BONUS!!

*NOW OFFERING PAID TRAINING

Co nt act  us  t o d ay !  
763-2 61-458 8

*MINIMUM OF 3.5 HOURS A DAY WITH 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR MORE

Developing Self-Directed Learners to 
Thrive in a Changing Global Community

Employment

Auctions

•••••• UPCOMING AUCTIONS ••••••

THIS IS A PARTIAL LISTING. B.P. & MN tax applies. 
See website for more: 
www.midwestauctions.com/sharer 
Keith Sharer Auction Service

320-267-1963

3825 Shadowood Dr. NE. Sauk Rapids, MN  
Directions: St. Cloud, E. on Hwy 23 Left 0n 40th (Follow Signs)
Now taking consignments for annual Jan. 1st  Antique Auction!

SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 21ST 
 @ 11:00 AM

ANTIQUES, HOUSEHOLD & TOOLS

WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER 24TH  
 @ 4:00 PM

ANTIQUES, HOUSEHOLD & TOOLS

Antiques, Collectibles, 
Household, Décor’, Furniture, 

Tools & Outdoor, Yard & Garden 
& Shop

SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 28TH 
 @ 11:00 AM

ANTIQUES, HOUSEHOLD & TOOLS

320-743-2479 
• dahlensheetmetal@frontier.com

Clear Lake, MN
www.dahlensheetmetal.com

763-262-1454
Becker, MN

763-452-2500
Big Lake, MN

320-743-2204
Clear Lake, MN

FUNERAL HOME • CREMATION SERVICES

www.williamsdingmann.com

FAMILY FUNERAL HOMES

SPONSORED BY:

8852 Cty Rd 23
Becker, MN 

Phone:
763.261.5656

Ralph du Monceaux, Owner
Free Loaners ~ Free Estimates 

~ Honest Work

763-261-5656
Ralph’s

Auto Body

• BECKER
Grace Lutheran Church (LCMS)
Pastor: David M. Johnson, 763-262-7782, 11185 27th Ave SE. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am, Sun. School 10:30am, Wed. J.U.M.P. 6pm.
Becker Baptist Church
Pastors: Nathan Bucher (Senior), Kevin Drehmel (Youth) & Amy Drehmel 
(Dir. of Child/Fam. Ministry), 763-261-4202, 11951 Hancock St. Services: 
Sun. Worship/Children 10:30am. During the school year: AWANA for 
Kids/Sun. School 9:15am. Midweek Connect for Kids 6:30pm. Please reg-
ister Kids on our webite. Youth Group: Wed. 6:30pm. www.beckerbaptist.
org. 
Becker Evangelical Free Church
Pastors: Gerald Deppa (Interim Senior), Chris Salvevold (Youth), 763-261-
4125, Becker High School, Office: 11373 150th Ave SE. Services: Sun. 
Worship/Teaching/Fellowship 10am.
Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 12100 Sherburne Ave. Services: Sat. 
Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8:30am & 10:30am. Masses held 1st, 3rd & 5th Sun-
days of the month. (Masses held on 2nd & 4th Sundays in Big Lake).
Faith (Becker) Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Yolanda Denson-Byers & Vicar Molly Wills, 763-261-5751, 11755 
Sherburne Ave. Services: Sun. Worship 9:30am (Holy Communion on the 
1st & 3rd Sundays) Nursery available. Sun. school 9:55am, Refreshments 
& fellowship at 10:30am, Wed. programs: 6:00pm Wed. Worship, 6:30pm 
7th – 9th grade confirmation, 7:30pm Youth Group 1st & 3rd Wed. Bible 
Studies: Tues. 9:00am www.faithlutheran-becker.org.
Oakwood Community Church Assemblies of God
Pastors: Gerry Bass & Sarah, 763-220-6004, 13140 1st St (SW Corner of 
Becker Furniture World). Services: Sun. Bible Study/Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Snake River Free Church
Pastor: Steve Johnston, 612-219-8648, 180th St SE. Services: Sun. Worship/
Sun. School 10:30am., Hymn Sing is second Sun. of every month.
Becker Christian Center & Abundant Grace Church
Pastor: Ken Hanson, 763-262-2177, 15455 59th St SE. Services: Sun. Praise 
& Worship 9:30am, Wed. Family Fellowship 7pm.
Beacon House of Prayer
Pastors: Brian & Linda Holmes, 763-263-3771, 12264 Pleasant Ave. Ser-
vices: Thurs. Worship 6:30pm.
Free Grace United
Pastor: Kevin Wilson, 763-245-0001, Becker High School, 12000 Hancock 
St, Enter door 11. Services: Wed. Worship 6:30pm.

• BIG LAKE
Acts Seventh-Day Adventists Community Church
Pastor: Bill Nixon, 763-263-2287, 20455 187th Ave NW. Services: Sat. 
Worship 9am, Sat. Sabbath School 10:15am.
Bethany Bible Church
763-263-2167, 511 Eagle Lake Road. Services: Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Bridgeview Assembly of God
Pastor: Steve Royalty, 763-263-6274, 20500 County Road 11. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am & 10:45am, Wed. groups (kids/youth/adults) 6:30pm.
SVEA Hill Covenant Church
Pastor: Don Bellach, 763-263-6322, 16392 235th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Cornerstone Baptist Church
Pastor: Gordon Langdon, 763-263-7878, 15300 County Road 35. 
Hope Lutheran Church (ELCA) in Orrock
763-262-0028. www.hopeintherefuge.weebly.com.
IFLESIA AMOR VIVIENTE Living Love Church
Pastores: Juan & Patricia Aguayo, 763-607-5403, 21 Lake St N. Services: 
Sat. 6pm.
Lord of Glory Lutheran Church
Pastor: Marty Mably, 763-263-3090, 15550 190th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
8am & 10:30am.
Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 440 Lake St N. Services: Sat. Mass 
5pm; Sun. 8:30am & 10:30am. Masses held on 2nd & 4th Sundays of the 
month (Masses held on 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays in Becker).
Riverside Church
Online: www.myrc.church, 763-263-2410, 20314 County Road 14. Ser-
vices: Sun 8:45am, 10:30am & 12:05pm.
Saron Lutheran Church
Pastor: Kyle Sidlo, 763-263-2209, 311 Lake St. S. Services: Sun. Worship 

9:30am, indoors or livestream.
Spirit Life Church
763-262-LIFE, 221 Lake St N. Services Sun. mornings 9:45am. Going 
Deeper Sun. 9am. Prophetic Praayer Wed. 7pm.

• SANTIAGO
South Santiago Lutheran Church ELCA
Pastor: Allison Peterson, 763-662-2048, 14675 37th St. Services: Sun. 8am. 
and 10 am, Sun. School 9am.
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church E.L.S. & Princeton Evangelical School
Pastor: Timothy Zenda, 763-662-2570, 18977 17th St. Services: Sun. 
School/Bible Class 10:30am, Divine Worship 9am.
Glendorado Lutheran (ELCA)
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Shari Routh, 920-573-0193, 1100 186th Ave NE. Services: Sun 
Good Shepherd 9am, Sun. Glendorado 10:30am.
Gethsemane Church (ELCA) – Ronneby
Pastor: Barbara Peterson, 320-983-5002, 14478 78th St. NE. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Glendorado Evangelical Country Church
Pastor: Sam Alfano, 763-662-2244, 16999 Glendorado Road NE. Services: 
Sun. School 9:30am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• CLEAR LAKE
Living Waters Church
320-699-0876, 7830 Church St. Services: Sun. Worship 10am, Starting in 
Sept. Wed. night Ladies in Recovery study at 6:30pm.
Trinity Lutheran Church Missouri Synod
Pastor: Josh Reber, 320-743-2919, 8641 Main Ave. Services: Sun. Worship 
8:45am, Sun. School 9:45am.
SHED Church - Non-Denomination in Palmer
Pastor: TBD, 320-241-0123, Palmer Town Hall, 4180 105th Ave. Services: 
Sun. 5pm. www.shedchurch.org.
St. Marcus Catholic Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-743-2481, 8701 Main Ave. Services: Mon.  
& Wed. Mass 8am, Sat. Confessions 4:15pm, Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. 8am.

• DUELM
St. Lawrence Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-968-7502, 10915 Duelm Road NE. Ser-
vices: Sun. Mass 10am, Tues. Mass 8am.

• CLEARWATER
Clearwater United Methodist Church
Pastor: Alison Hendley, 320-558-2581, 405 Main St. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9:30am.
Freedom Bible Baptist Church
320-434-347, 605 Lime St. (Old Clearwater Post Office). Services: Sun. 
Prayer 9am, Sun. School 9:30am, Sun. Worship 10:45am.
Rejoice Lutheran Church – ELCA
Pastor: Jim Bump, 320-558-6851, 1155 County Road 75. 
Services: Sun. School that begins in Worship 9:30am. 
Livestream worship at Rejoice’s Youtube Channel, 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsJGuBda4orT9TWYii5wmGw
Church of St. Luke
Father: Dennis Backer, 320-558-2124, 17545 Huber Ave NW. Services: 
Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8am & 10am, Weekday Mass Tues.-Fri. 8am/
Sat. 9am.
Tri-County Alliance Church
Pastor: David Fogal, 320-558-2750, 8464 160th St NW. Services: Sun. 
School 9am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• SILVER CREEK
Immanuel Lutheran Church
Pastor: Ken Tatkenhorst, 763-878-2820, 11390 Elliot Ave NW. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am
Silver Creek Community Church
Pastor: Zach Pryor, 320-963-3957, 4282 114th St NW. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9am, Sun. Fellowship 10am, Sun. School 10:30am. 

• SAINT CLOUD
Faith Lutheran Church
Pastor: Joshua Reber, 320-252-3315, 3000 County Road SE. Worship: Sun. 
10:15am.

RYAN HUBBARD
763-263-8334 

RESIDENTIAL  • COMMERCIAL - AGRICULTURAL

6715 125th Ave - Clear Lake, MN
320.743.2387 • Cell: 320.290.9843

Scott & Tonia Ulsby

KEN GEROUX CONSTRUCTION
C O R P O R A T I O N

Integrity • Excellence
Uncompromising Customer Satisfaction

Lic. #BC002757
Big Lake • 763-263-6878

Order Online!

Becker Pizza Depot
The Area’s Best Pizza -- Ask Anyone!

14281 Bank Street, Becker • 763-262-2700
www.BeckerPizzaDepot.com • Facebook: Pizza Depot

Pizza, Wings & More

290 EAGLE LAKE RD. N. BIG LAKE
763-263-3262 • WWW.CORNEROAKSDENTAL.COM

FAMILY & COSMETIC DENTISTRY

DR. REED DILL & 
DR. PETER KUEFLER

16455 122nd St Becker MN 55308

763-263-9471

Big Lake

 763-263-6350
parkdental.com

Church DirectoryChurch DirectoryChurch Directory

320-743-2479 
• dahlensheetmetal@frontier.com

P.O. Box 646 • Becker, MN 55308
www.dahlensheetmetal.com

Becker 763-261-4200  |  Princeton 763-389-4099
Monticello 763-271-7177

www.sherburnestatebank.com

Your Hometown Bank

Sh erb u rne
State B ank

Member 
FDIC

763-262-4237

M-F
8AM-

4:30PM

Owner: Chad Schwintek
13050 1st Street Becker, MN 55308

24 
HOUR
Towing & recovery

19640 200th Ave., Big Lake

• Family Owned 
    & Operated
• Light, Medium and 
    Heavy Duty  Towing 

• Lockouts 
• Jump Starts 
• Winch Recovery

www.bobstowingandrecovery.com

• BIG LAKE 
• ELK RIVER 
• MONTICELLO

Join your neighbors and friends to gain information ~ Enjoy coffee and refreshments in a
relaxing and friendly atmosphere ~ Enter a door prize drawing. The seminar date is quickly

approaching, so please call us at 763.452.2500 tomake your reservations TODAY!

FREE Advance Planning Seminar

Tuesday, September 17, 2019
6:30 ­ 8:00 p.m.

Williams Dingmann Funeral Home
611 Rose Dr

Big Lake, MN 55309
RSVP: 763.452.2500

Be Our Guest

763-262-1454 - Becker
763-452-2500 - Big Lake

320-743-2204 - Clear Lake
williamsdingmann.com

Electrical

Sheet Metal

Funeral

BECKER PUBLIC SCHOOLS IS HIRING! 
BE A PART OF OUR TEAM!

for information on all our openings, please visit www.becker.k12.mn.us
Questions?  Contact AngelA Oswald @ 763-261-4502, option 3

2025-26 School Year Substitutes:
• TEACHERS

• PARAPROFESSIONALS
• CUSTODIANS

• FOOD SERVERS/
DISHWASHERS

• BUS AND VAN DRIVERS

6 Mi. S of Foley or 10 mi. N of Becker on Hwy 25 & Duelm Rd
Open 9am - 7pm

Tomatoes, Peppers, Cabbage, Pickling 
Cucumbers & Dill, Sweet Corn, Beets, 

Carrots, Fall Raspberries and Strawberries

It’s canning 
season!

Svih el V eget ab le F arm

Seasonal

2025
Central 

MINNESOTA’S

2025

AwardsAwards
The Patriot is celebrating the past year with our first-ever 

“Reader’s Choice” awards for the best of Central Minnesota!

Keep your eyes peeled in the next couple weeks for a QR code 
that will direct you to a website with a survey of Central 

Minnesota’s best establishments! Stay tuned!

2025
Central 

MINNESOTA’S

2025

AwardsAwards
Here is the QR Code to access the survey for Central MInnesota’s 
finest eateries, banks, auto mechanics, pizza, liquor store, drug 

store, gymnasium and hair salon, to name a few.

2025
Central 

MINNESOTA’S

2025

AwardsAwards

The Patriot is celebrating the 
past year with our first-ever 

“Reader’s Choice” awards for 
the best of Central Minnesota!

Keep your eyes peeled in the 
next couple weeks for a QR 
code that will direct you to 
a website with a survey of 
Central Minnesota’s best 

establishments! Stay tuned!

2025
Central 

MINNESOTA’S

2025

AwardsAwards

Here is the QR Code to access 
the survey for Central MInne-
sota’s finest eateries, banks, 
auto mechanics, pizza, liquor 
store, drug store, gymnasium 
and hair salon, to name a few.

By Katie Cantin, 
Contributing Writer

At an earlier meeting 
this month, the Clear Lake 
City Council heard that 
due to an error, they were 
undercharged for water 
fees by the sewer authority. 
They were sent an estimate 
at their most recent meet-
ing stating that they owed 
nearly $ 140,000, though 
this is not the final num-
ber. It is a little lower than 
originally assumed, but 
the council still intended 
to hold a meeting with the 
sewer authority to discuss 
the issue and work on a 
payment schedule. 

D elinq u ent 
Wat er B ills
In November, the 

council plans to certify 
delinquent water bills and 
shut off water to residences. 
Those who wish to plead 
their case may do so before 
the council, who stated they 
are willing to work with 
people on a payment plan if 
needed. Residents needing 
water to heat their homes 
can also inform the council 
of this, in which case it is 
not legal for their water to 
be turned off. City Clerk 
Ryan McCann said he also 
has been giving out pam-
phlets explaining resources 

available to anyone needing 
assistance. 

Fire R ep ort
Fire Chief Ron Koren 

reported that the depart-
ment’s new engine was 
finally brought home to 
Station 2. The department 
plans to train on the new 
vehicle before putting it 
into service. With the new 
engine’s arrival, the depart-
ment secured permission 
from the city council to sell 
their old engine 17.

Koren also asked to be 
allowed to donate old safety 
equipment. The equipment 
is out of date and the de-
partment is no longer le-
gally allowed to use it, but 
it can be used for training 
services.

Koren asked about the 
final verdict on whether 
the department can hold a 
raffle at their open house 
event. The council mem-
bers replied they could not 
use city funds to do so, but 
they could raffle off do-
nated items.

P u b lic Wor k s  R ep ort
Public Works Director 

Evan J ohnson reported that 
the fences by the baseball 
field dugouts have been in-
stalled. His department also 
put up four new stop signs 
in the Hunter Lake Bluffs 
development, which seem 

to have been effective.
The city’s snow plow 

was brought in for its an-
nual inspection. Normal 
wear and tear on the vehi-
cle will cost about $ 4,000 
to fix up for the upcoming 
season. 

-ohnson spoke briefly 
about the aging HVAC 
equipment at city hall, and 
how he was considering 
proposing an increase in the 
budget for future years to 
properly upgrade the equip-
ment, though he wanted to 
wait until at least spring to 
see how winter goes. 

Finally, J ohnson noted 
that the railway will be 
closing the Main St. cross-
ing near the farm elevator 
from the 17th to the 19 th 
for repairs. 

H om e P lot L ines
At an earlier meeting, 

a resident spoke up con-
cerned that LGI Homes was 
investigating her plotline 
and those of her neighbors. 
The city inquired about this 
and found that nearly all of 
the homes in that neighbor-
hood were not in compli-
ance with their plot lines. 
LGI said they would be 
enforcing the correct land 
lines, which means some 
homeowners will have to 
move structures on those 
lines. 

I n O th er B u s ines s , 
th e B oard :
•  Approved city insur-

ance coverage for the next 
year;

•  Approved the em-
ployee health coverage for 
the next year;

•  Approved the work-
ers compensation plan;

•  Approved the fire 
contracts, which will be 
sent to the townships for 
approval;

•  Approved the pre-
liminary tax levy for 2026 
at $ 440,000, which is no 
change from 2025;

•  Heard from the mayor 
about a resident who had 
historical city records, 
which the mayor reported 
he would go through to find 
old city council meeting 
minutes and other items of 
note;

•  Heard that the ease-
ment for the lift station was 
signed and the project can 
move forward;

•  Sent out letters in the 
Hunter Lake Bluffs neigh-
borhood regarding ongoing 
illegal dumping in the area.

Water fees discussed at CL City

SNAKE RIVER CHURCH hosted its annual Rally Day Sun-
day, September 14th, followed by a meal (Pizza Factory of Big 
Lake) and horse drawn wagon rides provided by Snake River 
Farms. The team of Mustang horses (Hombre and Blue) was 
driven by Casey Beam. (Patriot Photo by Mary Nehring).

Rally Day at SRC
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WINTER IS COMING. 
ARE YOU READY FOR IT?

WINTER IS COMING. 
ARE YOU READY FOR IT?

We're committed to helping you 
through each and every season. 
Valley® service teams are trained 
to prepare your machine for any 
weather conditions, and know 
what your irrigation system needs 
to stay ready.

Schedule your Valley-certified 
preventative maintenance 
check today.

We're committed to helping you 
through each and every season. 
Valley® service teams are trained 
to prepare your machine for any 
weather conditions, and know 
what your irrigation system needs 
to stay ready.

Schedule your Valley-certified 
preventative maintenance 
check today.

valleyirrigation.com
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Clear L ak e,  M N  55319
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Quality Building Supplies 
at Affordable Prices

Since 1975

BOOK YOUR ORDER!

Call for a FREE estimate
117th Ave., Milaca

(north end of Milaca off Central Ave)

BUILDING
$PECIAL$

320-983-6304 •1-800-818-1846

LATCHAM-LIND LUMBER &
POST FRAME BUILDINGS

Sundays, 3:30 
Sept 7-Oct. 26.

Call Deb 763-568-5558

JOIN US 
FOR CO-ED 
SOFTBALl

Free!

Big Lake Lions Park

ASAP Pumping Service

• Commercial septic Pumping
• Residential Septic Tank Pumping 
• Holding Tanks• Routine Maintenance
• Tank Compliance• Emergency Service

Call 
763 415-0319

Serving Becker, Big Lake, Elk 
River and Surrounding Area

Emergency 
Service!

320-760-7280

WWWWWW..FFOOUURRSSEEAASSOONNSSBBUUIILLDDEERRSSMMNN..CCOOMMWWW.FOURSEASONSBUILDERSMN.COM

MN BC808177

ROOFING
SIDING

WINDOWS
GUTTERS

TEST DRIVE A TRACTOR!TEST DRIVE A TRACTOR!TETET SESE T DRIRIR V

September 26-27,
580 Humboldt Dr, Big Lake

tractor

September 26-27,

trtrt arar ctotot r

days!
SALE

2 DAYS

ONLY!

0%
FINACING

AVAILABLE

On Approved Credit

Pricing on in stock models only, sale runs 9/26/25 through 9/27/25

FO
OD &

REFRESHMENTS

SERVED!FO
OD &

REFRESHMENTS

SERVED!

Bounce House! Kids Activities!

See special implement and snow bundles!

60" Toro Timecutter 75762
$4899 $3199 Cash
0% financing available!

89988
%
88989848994

0
89

0000
9

00000

SAVE

$1700!

60" Toro Timecutter 75760
$4899 $2999 Cash
0% financing available!

89848
0

8884899$4
6

8
6600

8
066606

SAVE

$1900!

trtrt arartrtrt ararALE
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By Penny Leuthard, 
Contributing Writer

During their last few 
meetings, the Clearwater City 
Council discussed numerous 
agenda items, including the 
T.H. 24 Corridor Project, or-
dinances and resolutions, and 
the new Depot Park.

T . H .  2 4  P roj ect
During J uly’s public 

forum, J ames Thiesen from 
Flintstones Bar approached 
the council to request another 
workshop meeting to con-
tinue discussion on the T.H. 
24 Corridor Project. Later in 
the meeting City Engineer 
Kannas asked the council for 
feedback on two items related 
to the project.

+e first inTuired what 
type of plantings the coun-
cil would like to see for the 
medians in the roundabouts. 
Members are looking for 
guidance as to what works 
well but stated they would 
like to see low maintenance 
native plants that won’t block 
traffic lines of site, not turf 
grass.

Kannas then asked about 
options for raised pedestrian 
crossing and crosswalk flash-
ing lights. He stated the lights 
are very expensive, possibly 
$ 30,000 to $ 40,000 each. 
Members responded that they 
would like to have the con-
crete bases installed so that 
solar lights could be installed 
later.

During J une’s meeting, 
he asked the council to clarify 
they wanted the acorn-style 
double lamps matching Cedar 
South for the bridge lighting 
with color to match the city 
logo, and that they wanted the 

bridge railings to be black and 
the same style as the Missis-
sippi River bridge. Members 
agreed on both.

Kannas verified the 
lighting style outside of the 
bridge would be MnDOT 
standard style lights with 
places for banner arms, out-
lets, and hangers for holiday 
lighting. He noted the city 
will be responsible for the 
upgrade costs, and due to the 
customizations the city will 
be responsible for repairs or 
replacements if the poles are 
damaged or destroyed. 

N o P ark ing  O rd .
Mayor Lawrence gave 

an overview of Ordinance 
202�-03 ± Amending Traffic 
Code –  No Parking Zones. 
Deputy Clerk Hill stated 
the city received a few calls 
against no parking on Main 
Street. Council Member Senn 
said a daycare on Main Street 
was concerned about having 
enough parking, and Coun-
cil Member Crandall stated 
there are concerns about hav-
ing sufficient resident park-
ing and about the bicycle trail 
being blocked.

Heidi Eckerman ap-
proached the council with 
concerns about making Main 
Street no parking for the bi-
cycle trail, stating resident’s 
mailboxes are on the south 
side so they park on the north 
side.

Tom Plaggerman ap-
proached the council to 
express concern about the 
no-parking ordinance for 
Smith Street due to semi-
trucks. Council members 
noted the ordinance is only 
for one side of the street. 

A motion carried ap-

proving the ordinance with 
item a (Main Street) removed. 

J  C u b ed
A motion carried ap-

proving the revised develop-
ment agreement for J  Cubed.

A motion carried ap-
proving Resolution 2025-40 
–  Approving Tax Abatement 
Agreement –  J  Cubed LLC 
after Administrator Smythe 
explained the terms of the 
revised agreement and the 
statutory requirement for the 
school district to reject tax 
abatement in order for the ap-
plicant to receive 20 years of 
abatement from the city.

The motion carried with 
a condition added that it is 
subject to the school district 
declining to participate.

O th er B u s ines s
Lake Central Bank em-

ployees heard about the new 
Depot Park by way of the 
city’s ‘ Name a Park’ contest 
and applied for funding to 
assist with building the park. 
A motion to approved Reso-
lution 2025-32 –  Accepting 
Donation from Lake Cen-
tral Bank and Federal Home 
Loan Bank (FHLB) was car-
ried after Smythe outlined 
the donation/grant award 
of $ 60,000, which includes 
$ 15,000 from the local bank 
and $ 45,000 in matching 
funds from the Federal Home 
Loan Bank in Des Moines, 
IA. 

The Park Commission is 
continuing discussion about 
proposed benches and who 
should be honored. A spring 
2026 completion for the 
splash pad is planned. Tom 
Plaggerman was welcomed 
to the commission. 

The Clearwater Fire 

Dept. received a letter from a 
local healthcare facility com-
mending their actions at a call 
where they saved the life of a 
person having a heart attack. 

The sheriff reported one 
assault, one fraud, one theft, 
one overdose, one hit &  run, 
one warrant arrest, two ha-
rassment, three motor vehi-
cle accidents, and 132 traffic 
stops for August. 

During the J une meet-
ing, the deputy noted a DUI 
arrest from a vehicle that left 
the west side Holiday Station, 
a neighborhood dispute over 
a parking place that resulted 
in a DUI arrest, a vehicle 
was stopped that was carry-
ing over two pounds of mar-
ijuana, and warnings issued 
to people during after-hours 
park patrols. 

The most recent Clear-
water City Council meeting 
was held on September 8. 
Council members discussed 
approval of the site plan and 
variance for J  Cubed Prop-
erties, property rezoning and 
conditional use permit for 
Telcom, approving the 2026 
preliminary levy and bud-
get, and other agenda items, 
which will be covered in a 
later edition of the Patriot. 

The next Clearwater City 
Council meeting will be on 
October 13 at 7 p.m.

CW City makes decisions on T.H. 24 Corridor Project

Submitted Article

X cel Energy has part-
nered with the Minnesota 
Department of Public Safe-
ty’s Homeland Security 
Emergency Management 
(HSEM) division to use 
mobile phone technology 
for emergency communica-
tions related to its two nu-
clear plants in Minnesota, 
enhancing safety in nearby 
communities.

Integrated Public Alert 
and Warning System Wire-
less Emergency Alerts 
(WEAs) leverage mobile 
phones for emergency mes-
saging to the public and will 
replace traditional sirens 
as X cel Energy’s primary 
alert system. The WEA 
system allows emergency 
response organizations to 
provide an explanation of 
the situation along with rec-
ommended actions. Alerts 
can be tailored to specific 
areas, reducing the number 
of false or test notifications 
received by the public. The 
system allows for messages 
in multiple languages.

Some municipalities 
intend to keep the sirens 
for severe weather or other 
events, and the company 
plans to donate its sirens in 
those areas. Communities 
may also choose to use the 
sirens as a backup system to 
warn residents of an emer-
gency at a nuclear plant.

X cel Energy’s two 
nuclear plants, Monticello 
and Prairie Island, have ex-
cellent safety records over 
their 50-year operating 
histories and are closely 
connected to their host 
communities. The company 
has never needed to use the 

siren system for an emer-
gency.

HSEM will send out 
wireless emergency alerts 
to local communities as ap-
propriate during a radiolog-
ical emergency at one of the 
state’s nuclear plants.

For years, wireless 
emergency alerts have 
been used to deliver severe 
weather notifications and 
AMBER Alerts directly 
to cell phones in a defined 
area. The technology al-
ready serves as X cel En-
ergy’s backup notification 
system. Several nuclear 
plants across the U.S. have 
transitioned to WEA as 
their primary system for 
notifications.

The previous system 
using sirens provided cov-
erage across 630 square 
miles, but it had limitations. 
Sirens are not designed to 
be heard indoors, nor do 
they provide information or 
timely actions for residents 
to take.

X cel Energy and the 
state of Minnesota are 
taking a collaborative ap-
proach to educating the 
public and emergency re-
sponse organizations on 
the change. Outreach to 
emergency responders has 
been occurring for several 
months. X cel Energy will 
include the new informa-
tion in its yearly brochure 
that will be mailed this 
month to residents within 
10 miles of the Monticello 
and Prairie Island plants.

N u clear E nergy 
D elive rs  f or 
C u s tom ers
X cel Energy recently 

announced it will extend 
the operation of its Mon-

ticello nuclear plant well 
into the future to support 
its clean energy vision, fol-
lowing the renewal of the 
plant’s operating license 
by the U.S. Nuclear Reg-
ulatory Commission. The 
company also intends to 
seek an extension for its 
Prairie Island plant.

Nuclear energy is the 
only 24/7 carbon-free en-
ergy source available, so it 
will play a foundational role 
in achieving X cel Energy’s 
shared vision with the state 
of Minnesota to deliver 
100%  carbon-free electric-
ity by 2040 while meeting 
unprecedented growth in 
customers’ demand for 
electricity. Together, the 
Monticello and Prairie Is-
land plants provide about 
25%  of the electricity that 
X cel Energy’s customers 
use in the Upper Midwest.

Learn more about X cel 
(nergy’s nuclear fleet.

New technology to enhance safety 
near Xcel Energy’s nuclear plants

Submitted Article

Great River Regional 
Library (GRRL) is partic-
ipating in the library park 
pass program in partnership 
with the Minnesota Depart-
ment of Natural Resources 
(DNR). The program pro-
vides access to state parks 
and recreation areas at no 
cost to library patrons.  

The program is avail-
able at select GRRL 
locations. Participating li-
braries met specific criteria 
for serving lower-income 
communities and were ap-
proved by the Council for 
Regional Public Library 
System Administrators. 
Each library has between 
one and four passes avail-
able for a seven-day check-

out period. Park passes are 
available at GRRL’s partic-
ipating libraries on a first-
come, first-serve basis, and 
passes can simply be recy-
cled after seven days –  no 
return necessary.

The program was de-
veloped to expand access 
to Minnesota state parks 
to people who may not be 
able to purchase a vehicle 
permit. 

Library park passes 
only cover the vehicle en-
trance fee. If participants 
would like to camp, they 
will need to make and pay 
for camping reservations, 
either online at mndnr.gov/
reservations or by phone at 
866-857-2757. 

GRRL offers Minnesota state 
park passes for patrons
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Adhesives, Aerosols, Automotive Chemicals (NO MOTOR 
OIL), Batteries, Car Batteries, Cleaners, Fuels (Gasoline, 
Diesel, etc.), Fluorescent bulbs, Fire Extinguishers, Garden
Chemicals, Mercury, Mothballs, Paints, Poisons, Pool/Spa 
Chemicals, 1lb Propane Tanks, Roofing Tar, Sealers, Solvents 

** Child Car Seats accepted at Elk River Events ONLY**

Agricultural Pesticides
Pre-registered farmers may bring their unwanted
agricultural pesticides to these collection events for free
disposal. For transportation planning purposes, pre-
registration is required by calling Maureen Mossak at
763-765-4457 to inventory the amount of agricultural
pesticides being delivered for disposal. Please be aware
that we will refuse to accept pesticide rinsate, empty
containers, fertilizers, crop oil, spread/stickers, foam
makers, seed dye and inoculants. There is a 300 lb. limit
and anything over 300 lbs. will be charged a fee for
disposal. Residential Households do not need to pre-
register.

Funded by MPCA SCORE Grant Dollars

LocationTimeDate

Sherburne County Fairgrounds, 13372 Business Center Drive, Elk River (enter across from YMCA) 2pm - 5pmFriday, September 26

Sherburne County Fairgrounds, 13372 Business Center Drive, Elk River (enter across from YMCA) 9am - 12pmSaturday, September 27

Events are FREE for all Sherburne County Residents (I.D. Required) 

HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE
RESIDENTIAL COLLECTION EVENTS

ACCEPTED ITEMS

Questions: Contact Maureen Mossak with the Sherburne County Zoning Dept. 
at 763-765-4457 or Maureen.Mossak@co.sherburne.mn.us

NOT ACCEPTED
Appliances, Asbestos Containing Items, Business Waste, 
Commercial Waste, Demolition Debris, Electronics, 
Explosives, Furniture, Tires, Household Garbage, Medical 
Waste, Motor Oil and Antifreeze, Pharmaceutical Waste, 
Unknown items, NO DRUMS

For Used Motor oil and Antifreeze disposal collection site please visit: 
https://eastsideoilcompanies.com/self-serve-drop-off.html

By Bill Morgan, 
Editor

The Becker Bulldog 
football team dropped 
below .500 for the season 
with a road loss to Fergus 
Falls last Friday night, 
28-7.

The Otters improved 
their season record to 3-0 
while Becker dropped to 
1-2.  

Becker broke through 
when Sawyer Brown hauled 
in an 81 yard touchdown 
pass from Tristan Kowal-
kowski to put the Bulldogs 
on the board, 21-7.

Kowalkowski finished 
five-of-18 for 119 yards and 
the one score.Brown was 
one-for-one for 23 yards 
when he quarterbacked the 
team for a play.

Nathan Weiss led the 
Bulldog ground attack with 
43 yards on five carries. 
Through the air, Brown 
led the receivers with 127 
yards including the 81-yard 

TD score.
On defense, Bennett 

Kujawa garnered nine tack-
les, four assists and one 
tackle for a loss. Cody De-
ters had four tackles, three 

assists and one tackle for a 
loss.

Up next, Becker cel-
ebrates Homecoming Fri-
day when they host the 0-3 
Princeton Tigers.

BECKER QB TRISTAN KOWALKOWSKI unleashes this 
throw to WR Tarver Schendzielosduring last Friday’s game at 
Fergus Falls. (Submitted Photo by Anne Koste).

Bulldogs drop to 1-2 
with loss to Otters

By Bill Morgan, 
Editor

Bennett Kujawa, junior 
linebacker. was named Player 
of the Week for his outstand-
ing play against Fergus Falls 
on Friday night.

Bennett was all over the 
field, excelling on both de-
fense and special teams.  De-
fensively he led the team with 

13 tackles.
Coach Dwight Lundeen 

said, “Bennett is not very big 
but he plays big.  He is fol-
lowing in the footsteps of his 
all state brother, Landen.

Liberty Paper Player of the Game

JUNIOR BENNETT KU-
JAWA was named “Player of 
the Week” for his outstanding 
performance in last week’s 
game against Fergus Falls. 
(Submitted Photo).

By Mark Kolbinger, 
Contributing Writer

Coach Nick Crowley 
and the Becker Bulldog boys 
soccer team picked up an-
other Mississippi 8 Confer-
ence win last Thursday with a 
2-0 shutout in a home contest 
against Chisago Lakes.

A pair of Bulldogs had 
their first goals of the season 
in the Bulldog win, as senior 
captain Cole Kalinowski 
notched his first, followed by 

Mason Sundberg finding the 
back of the net for the first 
time.

Crowley was pleased 
with his team’s defense, as 
the Bulldogs were able to 
keep the Wildcat offense at 
bay for the entire game.

Tuesday night, it was 
again a defensive match with 
both the Bulldogs and their 
Zimmerman opponents play-
ing tight defense en route to 
a 0-0 draw in another Missis-
sippi 8 Conference match.

Bulldog soccer downs CL

By Maria Moore, 
Contributing Writer

The Becker girls’ soccer 
team has been on a role this 
past week with their current 
record at three wins, two 
losses and one tie. 

Last week, the Bull-
dogs played Little Falls and 
won 5-0. The big scorer of 
the night was Adele Chan-
gamire (10th grade) with all 
five goals. 

The Bulldog’s next 
winning game was against 
Cambridge Isanti, pulling 
out the close contest, 4-3. 
Two goals were scored by 
Adele Changamire and two 
goals scored by Andie Chan-
gamire. Assists of the night 
included Evelyn Seifert and 
Kali Schendzielos. 

The game against St. 
Cloud Crush ended with a 
tie of 2-2. Both goals were 
scored by Adele Changamire 
with assists from Alyssa Kin-
ney and Andie Changamire. 
Stella Bloch came up with 
some great defense efforts. 

Earlier this week, the 
Bulldogs beat Princeton 3-2. 
Goals scored included Adele 
Changamire with two and 
Kali Schendzielos with one. 

U p  N ex t 
In the up-and-coming 

week the team has four more 
matches. Check back next 
week for results.

Changamires 
Elevate 

Bulldogs To 
Recent Wins

By Maria Moore, 
Contributing Writer

The Becker boys’ 
cross-country team traveled 
to Little Falls on Sept 11 
for the 60th Annual Lucky 
Lindy/Myron Ahle Invita-
tional.  

The Bulldogs raced well 
coming in second place, just a 
tad behind the #1-ranked AA 
team of Perham. 

Varsity ran with most 
of the runners receiving or 
almost receiving season and 
career best times. 

Parker Spindler (16:27) 
took ninth and had a five sec-
ond season best time. Alex 
Swanson (sub-17) took 13th. 
The rest of the team included 
Tanner Felton (17:04), Evan 

Hubbard (17:31), Brandt 
Hemmelgarn (17:51), Holden 
Hubbard (18:06) and Mason 
Tschida (19:48). 

Overall, the team placed 
second with a final score of 
106 points. 

U p  N ex t
Coming up, the Bull-

dogs have the traditional 
Homecoming Football Run 
along with the Roy Griak 
Invitational. The Becker In-
vitational also takes place on 
Sept, 25, which is approach-
ing fast.

SENIOR ALEX SWAN-
SON raced in front of the 
crowd in the Annual Lucky 
Lindy/Myron Ahle Invita-
tional. (Submitted Photo).

Becker boys CC take 2nd in Little Falls
By Mark Kolbinger, 
Contributing Writer

It was a great meet last 
Saturday for the Becker 
swimming and diving team, 
as the Bulldogs came very 
close to first place at the Mi-
laca Invitational and missed 
the top spot by just three 
points.

The meet started with 
the diving competition and 
Becker was dominant, with 
Karli Kirk taking first, Mag-
gie Graning taking second 
and Lillian Bonsante taking 
third.  Brielle Kuschel placed 
eighth in her first year of div-
ing.

In the swimming events, 
Becker got out of the gate 
strong, winning the first 
event, the medley relay, with 
Laila Cook, Izza Mork, Grace 
Mork and Mia Suelter taking 
the top spot. 

Other medal winners for 
the day include Harper Kel-

logg placing sixth in the 100 
butterfly, Clara Pratt placing 

seventh and Elin Cook plac-
ing eighth in the 100 free.

THE BECKER DIVERS were dominant at the Milaca Invite 
last Saturday. Karli Kirk taking first, Maggie Graning taking 
second and Lillian Bonsante taking third.  Brielle Kuschel placed 
eighth in her first year of diving. (Submitted Photo).

Bulldogs swim and dive their way to second

By Maria Moore, 
Contributing Writer

The Becker girls’ 
cross-country team has 
had three meets this year 
so far. The girls are con-
tinuing to get better as 
the season progresses. 

The girls took first 
place at both the Apollo 
Early Bird Invite and the 
Princeton Invite. They 
followed that up by tak-
ing second place against 
11 teams at the Rockford 
Rocket Run. 

Captains for the team 
this year include Naiya 
Hanson (12th grade) and 

Katelyn Brower (12th 
grade). 

The top runner so far 
in the season is Alyse 
Denne (eighth grade). 
The team was ranked 11 
in Class AA in the latest 
coach’s poll. 

“We have high aspi-
rations for the season,”  
said Head Coach Erin 
Henkemeyer.

U p  N e x t
Coming up, the team 

is running in the presti-
gious Roy Griak Invita-
tion on September 20.

Becker girls 
CC ranked 11 
in Class AA

Submitted Article

The 2025 Union 
Sportsmen’s Alliance 
(USA) Roofers Twin Cities 
Get Youth Outdoors Day 
drew its largest crowd yet as 
190 participants — includ-
ing 96 kids — gathered at 
Wild Marsh Sporting Clays 
on Sunday, Sept. 8.

Youths and their fam-
ilies enjoyed a day of 
hands-on outdoor activities 
such as a .22 rifle stand, ar-
chery, and a shotgun course 

featuring .410, 20-gauge, 
and 12-gauge shotguns.

Now in its 13th year, 
the free event is staffed by 
union volunteers trained in 
firearms safety and instruc-
tion. 

Get Youth Outdoors 
Day was part of a series 
of free, community-based 
youth outreach activities or-
ganized under Work Boots 
on the Ground—the USA’s 
flagship conservation pro-
gram.

A GET YOUTH OUTDOORS DAY VOLUNTEER assists a 
youth shooter on the range on Sunday, Sept. 8 at Wild Marsh 
Sporting Clays. Many participants experienced shooting a gun 
or hitting a clay target for the first time. (Submitted Photo).

MN Get Youth Outdoors Day offers an avenue into the outdoors

USA DIRECTOR OF FIELD OPERATIONS KEVIN GRUBBS
and Event Coordinator David Pollard assist youth archers at a 
station on Saturday, Sept. 8. Volunteers represented the USA 
and different trades. (Submitted Photo).
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By Bill Morgan, 
Editor

With more schools 
moving to turf fields, the 
classic ³mud bowl´ is be-
coming a rare sight—but 
that’s exactly what %ig 
/ake had last )riday night 
at home against Orono.

Unfortuantely, the 
+ornets fell to the Spartans, 
48-6.

%ig /ake’s only T' 
came in the second Tuar-
ter when 4% 'illon Spa-
eth found receiver Montell 
+ester on a �0-yard score 
to make the tally, 34-6. 
Spaeth would end up with 
96 yards through the air on 
five-of-11 passing and one 
interception. +ester gained 
-2 yards on four carries and 
had the one catch for �0 
yards and the touchdown.

Carter Stromberg 
rushed the ball for 4� yards 
on 13 carries and also had 
two catches for 14 yards in 
the loss.

2n defense, Trevor 
Couch had six tackles while 
Abe 1ebo had seven.

%ig /ake is set to take 
on their familiar foe 'elano 
at � p.m. on )riday.

BIG LAKE RB CARTER STROMBERG amassed 61 yards total 
through the air and on the ground in the Hornet’s 48-6 loss to 
the Orono Spartans last Friday at home. (Submitted Photo by 
Jessica LaRoche).

Hornets suffer filthy loss to Orono

By Bill Morgan, 
Editor

%ig /ake’s varsity girls 
swim and dive team beat 
Cambridge-,santi at home 
last Thursday at their first 
home dual meet of the season.   

This was %ig /ake’s 
second win of the season and 
their first win at home, and it 
was a very energetic and fun 
meet for the girls.  

%ig /ake’s 1,2,3 fin-
ish in the �00 freestyle with 
Piper )ridgen capturing first, 
Madelyne )ridgen second, 
and Aimee /u third� (mily 
(dlund won the 200 ,M and 
the 100 butterfly individual 
events. 

Piper )ridgen won two 
individual events in the 200 
freestyle and the �00 free-
style�

Abigail )ridgen won two 
individual events including 
the �0 freestyle and the 100 
freestyle.

%ig /ake’s 400 freestyle 
relay of (mily (dlund, Char-
lotte 2verby, Piper )ridgen 
and Abigail )ridgen placed 

first.  
%ig /ake’s 200 freestyle 

relay of (mily (dlund, Maia 
:enderski, Abigail )ridgen, 
and Adelyn )ox also placed 
first.  

Final Score:
 1. %ig /ake Girls Swim 

	 'ive - 9�  points� 2. Cam-
bridge- ,santi +igh School - 
89  points.

At Milaca
The %ig /ake girls swim 

and dive team traveled to 

Milaca on Sat., Sept. 13 and 
delivered a strong overall per-
formance.  

The )oley )alcons led 
the overall team rankings 
with 364 points, closely fol-
lowed by %ecker +igh School 
with 361 points. Milaca +igh 
School placed third with 206 
points, while +oldingford and 
Princeton rounded out the top 
five with 1�9 and 16� points, 
respectively. %ig /ake fin-
ished with 118 points.

THE BIG LAKE SWIM/DIVE TEAM gathered in the pool 
while the pep band played the National Anthem and then had 
a moment of silence to commemorate 9/11. (Submitted Photo).

Hornet Swim/Dive team beats C-I

By Ken Francis, 
Contributing Writer

The %ig /ake boys 
soccer team played well 
over the past 10 days but 
couldn’t come up with a 
win.

The +ornets lost a 
close 2-1  decision to 1orth 
%ranch on Sept. 11 on the 
road.

The 9ikings scored 
first to take an early lead in 
the first half.

5yler Peterson tied the 
game for %ig /ake later 
in the first half, but 1orth 
%ranch won the game with 
a second half goal.

The +ornets lost 
an away game to Cam-
bridge-,santi, 4-1 on Sept. 
8.

Ryler Peterson got a 
goal to give the Hornets a 
first half lead. %ut things 
went sour when the %lue-
Mackets erupted for four 
second-half goals to get the 
win.

,n  a 3-2 loss to =im-

merman on Sept. 4, %ig 
/ake took an early lead on a 
goal by /ucas Sales at 6:34 
in the first half, assisted by 
%ranson Gray.

%ut it was the last time 

the +ornets would have the 
lead. =immerman tied the 
game at 11:44, then went 
ahead with goals at 32:44 
and 3�:12 for a 3-1 lead.

The game stayed that 
way until late in the second 
half when (liMah Chaistain 
scored at 34:2� to close the 
gap. %ut that was as close 
as %ig /ake could get as 
time ran out.

The +ornets lost a 1-0 
decision to Chisago /akes 
on Sept. 3. The game was 
scoreless until the :ildcats 
scored at 11:33 in the sec-
ond half. %ig /ake put in a 
good effort but couldn’t tie 
the game. Carlos Contreras 
Cabrera had seven saves in 
net for the Hornets.

The +ornets played 
Monticello this past week, 
results next week. They 
host Princeton Tuesday 
at � p.m., then visit St. 
)rancis Thursday before 
returning home to host Wa-
tertown-Mayer Saturday at 
noon.

RYLER PETERSON fights 
off a defender for possession 
in a game earlier this season. 
Peterson had goals against 
North Branch and Cam-
bridge-Isanti. (Photo by Ken 
Francis.)

BL boys soccer team hits a rough stretch

By Ken Francis, 
Contributing Writer

The %ig /ake boys 
cross-country team took the 
top spot of 10 teams at the 
Annandale ,nvitational last 
Tuesday at Southbrook Golf 
Course.

All the boys varsity had 
season’s best times to outdis-
tance second-place Annan-
dale by 36 points.

Senior Gavin )lavin led 
the +ornets, finishing fourth 
overall in 16:13.1.

Trent (rickson took 
sixth in 16:4�.3. Theo -ohn-
son placed 11th in 1�:1�.1  
-ack Schmidt was 13th in 
1�:24.1 and (li +enning fin-

ished 18th in 18:08.1 to com-
plete %ig /ake’s five scorers.

Max %aron (28th, 
18:2�) and (li Schaller (39th, 
19:08) were the team’s sixth 
and seventh runners.

)inal team scores 
were: %ig /ake �2� Annan-
dale 88� St. Cloud Tech 92� 
'assel-Cokato 9�� /itchfield 
101� Spectrum 168� =im-
merman 1��� Maple /ake 
189� (den 9alley-:atkins�
Kimball 194 and +oward 
/ake-:averly-:insted 231.

The varsity girls also 
had their fastest times of the 
season. 1inth-grader Shay 
)rance turned in another 
strong performance, placing 
fifth overall in 19:4�.

+a]el Guldseth (31st, 
23:19), (lsie -agusch (3�th, 
23:38), Clara 'evine (36th, 
23:48), and Aubri -udge 
(4�th, 24:43) rounded out 
the scoring.

Chloe +owe (�3rd, 
26:21) and Ainsley McGuire 
(�4th, 26:21) were the sixth 
and seventh runners for the 
+ornets, who placed seventh 
as a team.

The +ornets competed 
at the 52C25, ,nvitational 
Thursday in Cold Spring 
against 18 other teams, re-
sults next week. They run at 
Pebble Creek in %ecker, 4 
p.m. Thursday.

BL boys cross country win Annandale Invite

By Mark Kolbinger, 
Contributing Writer

The %ecker %ulldog volleyball team 
lost a pair of matches this week, but also 
used one match to honor staff members.

Monday’s loss to Annandale featured 
some very good volleys, and was also 
dubbed Staff Appreciation 1ight, with 
each player hosting a school staff member 
who had made an impact in the athlete’s 
life.

Game scores for the loss to the Car-
dinals were 18-2�, 14-2� and 2�-2�.  The 
%ulldogs mounted a furious effort in the 
third set, but couldn’t force another.

Kenna +ennessey had a season re-

cord of 2� digs in the match, while Payton 
Treptau led the offensive effort with seven 
kills.

Tuesday evening, %ecker fell to 1orth 
%ranch 0-3 with game scores of 1�-2�, 
14-2� and 14-2�.

³2ur back row was working hard with 
Kenna +ennessey and Ady Petty totaling 
28 digs for the match,´ Coach %o said. 

The %ulldogs played host to St. )ran-
cis on Thursday evening in another Mis-
sissippi 8 Conference match that doubled 
as <outh 1ight, as well as +omecoming.

Bulldog VB honors staff

Submitted Article

Minnco Credit Union is 
proud to announce the suc-
cessful completion of its 2025 
School Supply 'rive, which 
brought in thousands of es-
sential items to support area 
students as they head back to 
school. 

,n addition to supplies, 
financial contributions poured 
in from Minnco members, 
Minnco employees, and the 
Minnco )oundation. Staff, 
along with a generous match 
from the Minnco )ounda-
tion, donated �4,2�0, which 
brought their total financial 
contributions to �8,��3.

Minnco made a direct 
contribution of supplies and 

a check for �2,143 to Cam-
bridge-,santi Schools. Part 
of this funding came from 
the Cambridge branch’s fun 
(and messy) Minncolodeon 
Slime )undraiser, which 
drew enthusiastic community 
support.

%ranches in Andover, 
%ig /ake, Cambridge, ,santi, 
Minnco Center %ranch, 1orth 
%ranch, Princeton, and 9ad-
nais +eights participated by 
collecting donations that were 
distributed to local students in 
their communities. Together, 
Minnco donated supplies to 
26 different schools, helping 
ensure students across the re-
gion are eTuipped for success 
this school year.

MEMBERS OF MINNCO IN BIG LAKE Melissa Schaefer (L) 
and  Nancy Frerich (R) showed off their bin of supplies with a 
Big Lake employee (middle).  (Submitted Photo).

Minnco wraps up 2025 
School Supply Drive




