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BIG LAKE

Adam Nygaard of Big Lake 
recently graduated from the Naval 
Academy. See Katie Cantin’s story 

on Adam on page 2. 

BECKER
The Becker Community Center 

held an Open House during 
Freedom Days last week and 

featured fun events. 
See the story on page 3. 

COUNTY
The Benton County 4-Hers held 

day camps for youths with a 
theme entitled, “Get Tangled.” See 

the story on page 3B.
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Put all your toys in one basket!

Parker Friedman
Big Lake

763-450-1350 
NMLS# 2144139

Subject to Credit Approval. N.M.L.S. #411232

Jessica Martineau-Tellegen
Monticello

763-295-4411
NMLS#1493691

www.libertybankmn.com
or visit us online at: libertyapply.com

It’s a great time to consolidate those obligations into one low monthly payment. Give us a call!

BECKER TENNIS COACH 
HOKAN BENGTSON was recently 
named the State Class AA Coach 
of the Year. See his story on page 
10. (Submitted photo.)
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By Bill Morgan, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

Area organizers in Big 
Lake are fundraising to cre-
ate a stunning mural for the 
bulding at 59 Lake Street, 
right along the railroad 
tracks.

George Quinn is spear-
heading the drive for the 
mural and is currently 
working with the City of 

Big Lake to make the splen-
did visual a reality.

Quinn has procured the 
talents of 23-year-old Alli-
son Hunsley, a St. Michael/
Albertville artist who is best 
known for her floral mural 
on the Clarence McCarty’s 
building in Monticello 
and the “cogwheel” on the 
Rustech Brewing building, 
also in Monticello. Her first 
mural occured in 2018 on 
the Second Hand Rose An-
tiques building in Buffalo. 

Hunsley was commis-
sioned to come up with a 
scene that integrates Big 
Lake’s past with the pres-
ent and the future. Her 
pre-design so far includes 
key tributes of the railroad, 

main street, the old school 
building, the post office and 
the Burlington Northern 
train. She integrated that 
part of Big Lake’s history 
with modern scenes of fish-
ermen, a sailboat, sunflow-
ers from the Fish garden, 
a biplane, hot air balloons 
and mentions of local busi-
nesses who contributed to 
the funding of the mural. 
The design is a start, and 

most likley will be tweaked 
and altered as the planning 
and staging continues.

Unfortunately, Quinn 
and the fundraisers have hit 
a bit of a snag with the City 
of Big Lake as the Planning 
Dept. had reservations for 
the mural project, telling 
Quinn the art was a “sign” 
and would require a Con-
ditional Use Permit and a 
variance. Quinn suggested 
the business names being 
removed, but the city plan-
ners still told him the art-
work was considered a sign 
and was subject to current 
city code which Quinn has 
balked at, worried that “if 

THIS IS THE PRELIMINARY ARTWORK designed by Artist Allison Hunsley to 
be painted on the exterior surface of the building at 59 Lake Street in Big Lake. 
Hunsley hppes to begin the artwork in the next few months once the City of Big 
Lake approves. (Patriot Photo by Bill Morgan).

Third Rail hosts 
fundraising event

MURAL to page 3B

By Bill Morgan, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

Freedom Days has 
come and gone but 
the weeklong festi-
val was filled with 
beautiful weather, 
delicious food 
and drink and 
w o n d e r f u l 
spectacles!

From the 
Becker Li-
brary functions 
to the business 
picnics and 
lunches, to 
the ice cream 
socials,  to the 
open houses, to 
the parade, carnival 
and fireworks — the 
schedule of events 
were jam-packed and 
well-attended during last 
week’s run.

Freedom Days week 
is outstanding!

BECKER YOUTH DANCERS 
fired up the crowd following 
the parade. (Photo by Bill 
Morgan).

FREEDOM to page 3

Submitted Article

(Editor’s Note: The following 
article was submitted to the Patriot 
by the Becker PD).

On June 16 at approximately 
11:31 p.m., officers from the 
Becker Police Dept. were alerted to 
a possible fire in the 11000 block 
of Holasek Ave. in Becker. Upon 
arrival, a trailer home was found to 
be on fire and the Becker Fire Dept. 
was immediately dispatched.

Unfortunately, after the Becker 
FD was able to put the fire out, the 
unoccupied home was completely 
destroyed. The unit was owned by 

Haven Park Properties.
The cause of the fire is under 

investigation by the Minnesota 
State Fire Marshal’s office. Anyone 
with information about the fire is 
asked to contact the Becker Police 
Dept. at 763-200-4267.

THIS UNOCCUPIED TRAILER PARK HOME 
on Holasek Ave. in Becker was totally destroyed 
in a fire June 16 and is under investigation by 
the state’s fire marshal. (Patriot Photo by Bill 
Morgan).

Becker trailer home burns to the ground

By Penny Leuthard,
Contributing Writer

Kids in Clearwater had a blast last Saturday competing in the Fish-
ing at Mill Pond event held by the Clearwater Sons of the American 
Legion (SAL).

A total of 57 kids participated in the annual event held at Riverside 
Park, registering 69 fish including northern pike, walleye, bass, sunfish, 
bullhead, sucker, and shiner. It was a perfect day for fishing, and kids 
and adults lined the banks of the river and waded out into the shallow 
areas. 

Each child who registered was given bait and tackle, and a fishing 
pole if they didn’t bring one. Hot dogs, cookies, and pop were available 
for the kids to rejuvenate themselves before they went back out.  

Prizes were awarded for first, second, and third place. Fourteen 
year-old Levi took home first place with his two pound northern pike, 
Porter received second place with his 13 oz. bass, and two year-old 
Jeremiah won third place by bringing in the most fish – 17 sunfish. A 
drawing was also held, allowing every child to go home with goodies.

“We love giving to the community and the community loves it,” 
said SAL Commander Bud Schindele. 

SAL members extended a thank you to Stop Light Bait, which do-
nated the prizes, and sponsors Big Rock Sports, Coborn’s Clearwater, 
Kwik Trip, Parts City Auto, and Rassat Outdoor Group.

HUNTER REMER works to bring in his fish while his dad Ryan 
Remer, grandma Becky Himmelspach, and friend Maevyn Geyer cheer 
him on. (Photo by Penny Leuthard.)

Kids come out for Clearwater fishing contest 

FOURTEEN YEAR-OLD LEVI was 
awarded first place in the fishing con-
test with his two pound northern pike. 
(Submitted photo.)
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Eldorado park, 800 Kelsey Ave., Clearwater. 
June 30 - Retro - 60’s thru 80’s music

Food Truck - TBD
All are welcome! Bring a chair or blanket. 

FREE 
MUSIC & 
MOVIES 

THURSDAYS 
6-9PM THRU 

AUG 25

MUSIC/MOVIES IN THE PARK

FOOD 
TRUCKS!

Fresh Home Grown: Sweet Corn • Cukes • Melons • More

Seasonal Opening
10568 125th Ave. SE, Becker 

(763) 261-4267

NORM’S FARM MARKET
End of June thru. end of October • 7 Days a Week

10568 125th Ave. SE, Becker • (763) 261-4267
www.Normsfarmmarket.com

Opening June 29th!

Area Chamber News
Membership Meeting

July 20 - Noon
Becker Community Center

Golf Tournament
Aug 11

Pebble Creek GC

Block Party
Aug 20 - McPete’s

Golf Scramble
Sept. 15 - 10 am

Monticello Country Club

Amity Felton
763-262-2420

Chamber@BeckerChamber.org

Gloria Vande Brake
763-263-7800

Info@BigLakeChamber.com

Glenna Soenneker
320-267-4361

GSoenneker@GMail.com

Music in the Park
Thurs., June 30, 6-9 pm  

Eldorado Park, Clearwater

If you would like more information on any of these events or if you would like 
to become a member of these organizations please reach out to them:

Keller Lake Commons in Big Lake, now an Assisted Living Community 
offering full apartments ranging from 644 to 956 square feet. Cable is 

included in rents for private pay and GRH renters. Accepting EW and CADI. 
For more information please contact Nicole Gilder, Housing Director at 

763-263-2363 or check us out online at www.kellerlakecommons.com

Concessions - Burgers, fries, brats, Concessions - Burgers, fries, brats, 
KofC Pork Chops & More!KofC Pork Chops & More!
STANDS OPEN AT 11AMSTANDS OPEN AT 11AM

RAFFLE DRAWING AT 4PMRAFFLE DRAWING AT 4PM
Bingo, Pull Tabs, Grandma’s Attic, Silent Auction & Kids GamesBingo, Pull Tabs, Grandma’s Attic, Silent Auction & Kids Games

St. Lawrence Church • Duelm, MNSt. Lawrence Church • Duelm, MN
Live Music By:  Live Music By:  STIFLESTIFLE

Sunday, July 10th, 2022

NEW NEW 
DATE!DATE!

1127th27th  YEAR YEAR 
FESTIVALFESTIVAL

Svihel Vegetable Farm
6 Mi. S of Foley or 10 mi. N of Becker on Hwy 25 & Duelm Rd

Open 7am - 7pm

FRESH PICKED or 
pick your own

By Katherine Cantin,
Staff Writer
Reporter.Katie@PatriotNewsMN.com

(Reporter’s Note: 
Comments submitted by 
Adam Nygaard for this ar-
ticle are not intended to be 
taken as a reflection of the 
military, the Navy, or the 
Naval Academy.)

Adam Nygaard is a 
2018 Big Lake graduate 
who has recently graduated 
from the Naval Academy. 

Nygaard first became 
interested in the military 
because his father (Dan 
Nygaard) served in the 
Navy before him. His inter-
est was stoked further when 
he participated in a summer 
program offered to high 
school seniors.

Nygaard said his time 
at the academy was great.

“It was challenging, 
and there were some awe-
some people there,” he said. 

Nygaard was able to 
earn his four year degree 
to become a military offi-
cer. In addition, he partici-
pated in summer trainings, 
including one where he got 
to experience being in a 
submarine. He also had the 
opportunity to lead a boy 
scout canoeing camp in Eli. 

During Nygaard’s 
graduation, President Joe 
Biden attended to person-

ally shake the hands of 
each of the 1,100 graduates, 
which Nygaard recounts as 
a surreal experience. 

“I peaked out of line,” 
he said, reflecting on that 
day, “And thought, ‘Holy 
cow, that’s the president!’”

Nygaard said the pres-
ident delivered an inspiring 
speech and even cracked a 
few jokes. 

Nygaard will continue 
to assist at the academy 
until October. Then, he is 
headed down to Pensac-

ola, FL, for two years of 
flight school. Nygaard says 
he’s very excited for flight 
school, and he hopes he 
will someday be assigned 
to fly military jets, although 
getting in the air at all will 
be an honor. 

Nygaard said that his 
time at Big Lake Schools 
helped to set him up for 
success, and he was encour-
aged by coaches, teachers, 
and guidance counselors 
as he made his decision 
to join the Navy. They all 

helped him in doing the 
work needed to get in to the 
academy, as well as help-
ing him do well in his high 
school classes, for which he 
expressed his gratitude. 

Nygaard would rec-
ommend those interested 
to look into attending the 
Naval Academy.

“I absolutely recom-
mend it if you have a desire 
to serve your country, chal-
lenge yourself, and earn 
your four year degree,” 
Nygaard said.

ADAM NYGAARD of Big Lake recently graduated from the Naval Academy. He is pictured here shaking hands with Pres-
ident Joe Biden at his graduation ceremony. (Submitted photo.)

BL man graduates from Naval Academy

By Katherine Cantin,
Staff Writer
Reporter.Katie@PatriotNewsMN.com

During the recent Big 
Lake School Board meet-
ing, Director of Business 
Services, Angie Manuel, 
raised concerns over the 
government funding the 
school district is receiving, 
saying that the money com-
ing in is simply not enough 
to keep up with the needs of 
the students, with the needs 
of staff, and with rising in-
flation. 

There was also a de-
crease of $104,000 in title 
1 funding. Manuel said that 
she and her staff expected 
a decrease in this funding, 
as it is based on poverty 
rates, but did not expect the 
decrease to be so drastic. 
She spoke with other busi-
ness managers with other 
schools and found that, 
while their funding was 
cut, it was typically around 
a 10-20%, not the 39% cut 
Big Lake saw. Manuel said 
she would be investigating 
the reason for the drastic 
cut. 

The board went on to 
discuss issues with get-
ting funding from the state 
and federal governments, 
as they often receive less 
than they are promised, es-
pecially when it comes to 
special education funding. 

“And I don’t know 
that we’ll ever see it,” said 
Board Member Lenette 
Brown, referring to fund-
ing promised by the fed-

eral government. “Doesn’t 
make any difference if it’s 
Democrat or Republican.” 
She lamented the need to 
impose a tax levy on the 
local residents, as she be-
lieves it wouldn’t be needed 
if the schools received the 
funding promised by the 
government. 

Student Lunches
Manuel once again en-

couraged families to apply 
for the free and reduced 
lunch program, even if they 
are uncertain if they will 
qualify. School meals will 
no longer be available for 
free next fall, and so apply-
ing for reduced cost lunch 
could save families money. 
Plus, for every family that 
qualifies, the schools re-
ceive state funding that will 
be very appreciated. Fam-
ilies can fill out this appli-
cation as often as they like, 
especially if the family situ-
ation has changed (a change 
in job, new family member, 
etc.)

Manuel and her staff 
are working to find a plat-
form where people of the 
community can donate to 
the “Angel Fund” to help 
pay for meals for families 
who cannot afford them. 
They are hoping to make 
this their “summer project” 
and have it ready by the be-
ginning of the school year. 

Open Forum
One individual spoke 

to ask questions about 
open forum and to request 
that the board allow those 
speaking at open forum to 

allow speech about a topic 
on the agenda for the eve-
ning, which is currently not 
allowed by school policy. 
(This reporter was regret-
tably not able to hear the 
entire statement given to 
the board or hear this indi-
vidual’s name.) 

One parent, Annette 
Faulken (spelling uncer-
tain), spoke to support the 
cheerleading team and 
Coach Derek Nelson. Based 
on her comments, it seems 
that summer cheer camps 
had been put on hold based 
on complaints from some of 
the other parents in the pro-
gram. She spoke highly of 
Nelson and the cheer pro-
gram, and said her daughter 
was in tears upon hearing 
the future of the team was 
uncertain. 

“I find it a travesty that 
the complaints of a couple 
of cheer parents can derail 
everything for these kids 
that they have worked for,” 
she said. 

A special meeting re-
garding the cheer program 
was held Tuesday. 

Lacrosse Update
The number of players 

for both the boys and girls 
lacrosse have increased 
after combining teams with 
Princeton, making it pos-
sible to play a traditional 
varsity and junior varsity 
schedule. 

The girls team won 
their first game as a varsity 
team this year, and was able 
to form a JV team so new 
players had a way to experi-

ence the game before jump-
ing right into varsity. 

The boys team gained 
19 players, and celebrated 
two wins this year. As 
the team is still new, with 
young players, the team 
is well set-up to see rapid 
improvement over the next 
few years. 

In Other Business, 
the Board:
• Reviewed their 10 

year plan;
• Approved a princi-

pals’ work agreement, es-
tablishing compensation for 
the school principals;

• Had a first reading 
of policies 432, 506, and 
504, and approved policies 
203, 203.2, 203.6, 503, 565, 
565A, and 533;

• Set August 2-16 of 
this year as the window for 
school board candidates to 
fill out affidavits;

• Heard an update on 
campus construction proj-
ects and summer commu-
nity ed programs.

BL School Board discusses 
government funding shortfalls

Submitted Article

(The following article 
was written by Lee Vos of 
WJON in St. Cloud).

A Stearns County judge 
has sentenced a Big Lake 
man who was caught in an 
undercover sting involving 
online chat rooms and the 
solicitation of a child.

The judge has sen-
tenced 33-year-old Matthew 
Piram to a stay of imposi-
tion. He’ll be on probation 
for five years and must reg-
ister as a predatory offender.

Court records show 
Piram messaged a decoy ac-
count set up by the Central 
Minnesota Human Traffick-
ing Task Force last Septem-

ber. Piram was accused of 
soliciting, who he believed 
was a 15-year-old girl, to 
engage in sexual conduct.

According to the 
charges, the initial conver-
sation began in late Septem-
ber and transitioned from a 
social media app to a private 
email Piram shared with the 
undercover officer.

After completing the in-
vestigation, officers went to 
Piram’s home and arrested 
him.

Piram pleaded guilty 
to felony engaging in elec-
tronic communication de-
scribing sexual conduct with 
a child back in March.

MATTHEW PIRAM, 33, of Big 
Lake was sentenced to a saty of impo-
sition for his involvement in an under-
cover child sex ring. (Stearns County 
Jail Photo).

Big Lake man sentenced in 
undercover child sex sting

Submitted Article

(Editor’s Note: The 
following article was sub-
mitted to the Patriot by 
the Minnesota Farmers 
Union).

Minnesota farmers 
who raise livestock or spe-
cialty crops and who in-
curred additional expenses 
due to the drought of 2021 
may now apply for up to 
$7,500 in reimbursement 
from the state of Minne-
sota.

 “As farmers in some 
parts of the state again 
watch the skies for rain and 
others continue to clean up 
from devastating storms 
earlier this year, we en-
courage farmers who were 
impacted by last year’s 
drought to apply for this 
state reimbursement,” said 
Minnesota Farmers Union 

(MFU) President Gary 
Wertish. “The money won’t 
make anybody whole, but 
hopefully it will help pay a 
few bills.”

 Livestock producers 
and specialty crop grow-
ers in all counties except 
Goodhue, Rice, Wabasha 
and Winona are eligible 
to apply. A total of $8.1 
million is available for the 
program. Farmers may 
apply today through 5 p.m. 
on July 6 for expenses in-
curred from June 1, 2021, 
through May 23, 2022. 
Visit the Minnesota Depart-
ment of Agriculture web-
site at https://www.mda.
state.mn.us/droughtrelief 
to apply online or submit 
an application via mail or 
email.

 Eligible expenses for 
specialty crop producers 
include water handling 

equipment, water hauling, 
irrigation equipment, re-
placement plants, seeds, 
or seedlings and additional 
hired labor.

 Eligible expenses for 
livestock farmers include 
water-related expenses, 
feed-related expenses, 
fencing, livestock trans-
portation, livestock pond 
dredging and cover crop, 
pasture, or forage replant-
ing.

 Minnesota Department 
of Agriculture officials 
shared more information 
about the application and 
the application process on 
a webinar Tuesday with 
Minnesota Farmers Union. 
View a recording of the we-
binar on the MFU YouTube 
page.

Application period open 
for state drought assistance
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Enlist Soybeans Preseason 
Twine 

Pricing

RR Seed Corn

Alfalfa, Hay & 
Grass Seed, 
Seed Oats

GT SoybeansSeed Corn

$194.00 bag

$129.00 bag $38.90 bag

$50.75 bag

We handle fly 
tubs, spray, 
pour-on & 
other fly 

control items.

order your chicks 
here for best pricing!

We’re 
Open!

9am-4pm

ANNUAL PATIO PARTY!
Tues., July 12th • 4-7pm

H FREE Food & Ice Cream! 4-7pm
H EMPLOYEE 

RECOGNITION AWARDS!
H MUSIC FEATURING OUR DJ 

HOSTESS ABBEY MINKE FROM 
RIVER 96.7 

H Bean Bag Game! 
WE ARE RAISING MONEY FOR 

THE ST. CLOUD VA RECREATIONAL 
DEPARTMENT

I-94 & Hwy 24 • 320-558-2261
Check out               & our website 
www.clearwatertravelplaza.com

CUSTOMER EMPLOYEE APPRECIATION

By Katherine Cantin,
Staff Writer
Reporter.Katie@PatriotNewsMN.com

There was a lot of fun 
to be had at the Becker 
Community Center (BCC) 
open house Thursday of 
last week. The open house 
was held as a part of the 
Becker Freedom Days cel-
ebrations, and featured the 
official opening of the new 
arcade room and a splash 
pad bubble party. Food, 
drinks, and prizes were also 
available.

Arcade Room
The old rock climbing 

room, which was difficult 
to staff and not well uti-

lized, has been converted 
into a game room. Several 
arcade machines are avail-
able, as well as tables and 
chairs for those who wish 
to enjoy snacks from the 
front desk. Staff hopes to 
eventually add large TVs to 
the room as well, possibly 
to broadcast sports games 
for parents to watch as their 
kids play games. 

Bubble Party
Kiddos from the 

Becker area had a blast run-
ning through the splash pad 
during the bubble party. A 
DJ played upbeat tunes as 
a soundtrack to the chaos. 
A bounce house was also 
open to the kids. 

BUBBLE PARTY! Kids had a blast running through the splash pad at the BCC. (Photo by Katherine Cantin.)

BCC open house is exciting fun for all ages!

ARCADE. The new arcade room at the BCC was officially opened with a rib-
bon cutting last week. Present to celebrate the opening was (left to right) Council 
Member Robin Dingmann, Parks and Rec Chairperson Truda Boler, Mayor Tracy 
Bertram, Council Member Becky Olmscheid, and Rec & Leisure Assistant Director 
Josh Kuha. (Photo by Katherine Cantin.)

WIZARD’S CASTLE. Kids enjoyed a giant castle bounce house. (Photo by Kath-
erine Cantin.)

PRIZES! In the BCC gym, staff 
offered prizes to attendees.(Photo by 
Katherine Cantin.)

FREEDOM from page 1

The Becker Blast held a softball tournament and the community center held a 
bubble party at the Becker splash pad. Live music was held at the Legion hall featuing 
Saintrio. The Becker dance team and Starz dancers performed at the main stage Sat-
urday and the Boy Scout Troop 92 held a BBQ last Sunday to kick the festivities off!

And it all culminated with a block party at the corner of Hancock Street and Cen-
tral Avenue, live music from Time Machine and some of the best firworks displays 
in the area presenetd by the Becker Lions Club.

Thanks to the businesses, the patrons, the volunteers and the workers who made 
the 2022 Freedom Days fun week the best yet! See ya next year!

ST. CLOUD FINANCIAL CREDIT UNION had an eye-catching float. (Photo 
by Carol Hanson).

SAINTRIO was the featured band at the Lgion Hall Fridy night. (Photo by 
Mark Kolbinger).

MEMBERS OF the Becker archery team had a fun and colorful float at the 
parade Saturday. (Photo by Carol Hanson).

BECKER LIONS MEMBERS 
Emma and Matt were busy all night 
Friday at the beer wagon. The Lions 
and Becker Legion teamed up for a 
fun concert that provided residents 
a chance to get a head start on Sat-
urday’s Freedom Days activities. 
(Photo by Mark Kolbinger).

SEN. ANDREW MATHEWS (R) 
and Rep. Shane Mekeland made the 
rounds along the parade route to meet 
and greet their constituents. (Photo by 
Carol Hanson).

RON MUMM OF STEIL INSURANCE (ABOVE, LEFT) served walking tacos on 
June 14 to eager crowds in the parking lot along Bank Street. (Photo by Bill 
Morgan).

DIANE ARNOLD’S “FLOAT” (right) 
was this antique vehicle. (Photo by 
Carol Hanson).

CHEERLEADERS (ABOVE) from 
Becker High School followed the T.J. 
Potter float. (Photo by Carol Hanson).

THIS YOUNGSTER (left) was part 
of the “grounds crew” as he drove his 
tiny tractor with a broom attachment 
at the parade Saturday. (Photo by 
Shelley Berthiaume).
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Looking to advertise? 

Call 763.275.0275 today!

Auctions
•••2 UPCOMING AUCTIONS•••

EQUIPMENT & VINTAGE TRACTOR AUCTION
SATURDAY JULY 2, 2022 @ 10: A.M.

4041 Bear Rd. Princeton, MN
Directions: Hwy 95, No. on Mille Lacs Co. 7, E on 40th, Left on Bear RD. (Follow Signs)

THIS IS A PARTIAL LISTING. B.P. & MN tax applies. 
See website for more: 
www.midwestauctions.com/sharer 
Keith Sharer Auction Service

320-267-1963

John Deere A, H & D tractors, J.D 620 w/ loader, Plow, Rake, Field cultivator, Sickle mower, Tractor 
parts, Magnetos, Garden tractors, Burr mill, Welding stock, Chicken kennels, 4x4 & lumber, Utility 

trailer, Power tools, Slot Machines, Accordion, C.D. Jukebox, Canning Jars

ESTATE & CONSIGNMENT AUCTION
SUNDAY JULY 3 @ 11:A.M.

3825 Shadowwood Dr NE Sauk Rapids, MN
Directions: Hwy 23 East Left on 40th   (Follow signs) 

Antiques, Collectibles, Furniture, Household, Outdoor & tools, Lawn & Garden
Quality Building Supplies 

at Affordable Prices
Since 1975

BOOK YOUR ORDER!

Call for a FREE estimate
117th Ave., Milaca

(north end of Milaca off Central Ave)

BUILDING
$PECIAL$

320-983-6304 • 1-800-818-1846

LATCHAM-LIND LUMBER &
POST FRAME BUILDINGS

Bar

Tuesday Nights 6:30
$600 in 55 Numbers

Proceeds for St. Lawrence Church
10915 Duelm Rd NE, Foley

License #01080

11025 Duelm
Road NE,

Foley, MN

We have ETABS

  

Mon-Fri. 8am - 6pm
Next to NAPA Auto Parts, Zimmerman
www.allpetsvethospital.com

Your local area veterinarians since 1993

Dr. Joel Ihnen
Dr. Christina Mattson
763-856-8387

All Pets Veterinary Hospital
and Equine Service

320-743-5838
rachel@caninecabin.com

www.caninecabin.com

BOARDING
GROOMING
TRAINING

The very best care
while you’re away

If you can provide a loving home for any of these animals, please contact the 

TRI-COUNTY HUMANE SOCIETY 
320-252-0896

www.tricountyhumanesociety.org
735 8th St. NE - P.O. Box 701 - St. Cloud, MN  56302-0701

Working with the community to find homes for needy pets

Can
is an 8-year-old spayed female cat who came to us as a stray 
along with her feline buddy, Pan. We initially thought they 
might be best friends, but they merely tolerate each other. 
Can qualifies for our Fabulous Five Dollar Feline promotion 
and her adoption fee would be waived for a senior or veteran. 

Redford
is a neutered 4-YO Lab mix who is an energetic dog who loves 
people and playtime but sometimes has disagreements with 
other dogs and doesn’t seem to enjoy their company. He’s very 
treat motivated, and the way to his heart is squeeze cheese.

White Lightning 
is a is a 1-month-old male guinea pig who is at a perfect 
age to be introduced to a new family and home. Guinea pigs 
are very social creatures who do best in pairs, and White 
Lightning would love to go to a home with another male 
guinea pig so he has a friend!

is a 1-year-old female parakeet who wants to fly to a new 
home. Parakeets are highly affectionate and intelligent pets 
who require at least 30 minutes a day of interaction with their 
human(s). Come meet this “pretty bird”!

Shelby
is a 6-year-old spayed Malamute mix who is just shy of 85 
pounds. Shelby is friendly with other dogs and has done well 
with cats and children. She is house-trained and will go to 
the door when she needs to go outside. Could this sweet girl 
be your new best friend?

Sprite

PetNet Works

Marcus 
is a 2-YO neutered tan Retriever and Black-Mouth Cur mix did 
well with other dogs and cats, however he is fearful around 
small children. Around grown-ups, Marcus is very snuggly 
and loves attention. Contact us to arrange a meeting with 
Marcus, he’s waiting for you!
 
 

Special Education Cross-Subsidy
(Editor’s Note: The fol-

lowing column was submitted 
by Big Lake Schools.)

You may have heard 
this past legislative session 
there was great debate at 
the State Capitol over the 
budget surplus and dis-
cussion around special 
education cross-subsidy. 
Unfortunately, our legisla-
tors were unable to reach a 
compromise on funding and 
adjourned with no move-
ment on special education 
cross-subsidy. I wanted to 
let you know specifically 
how this lack of funding 
affects our budget for the 
2022-2023 school year.

Special education 
cross-subsidy is the differ-
ence between special ed-
ucation expenditures and 
revenue we receive from 
the State of Minnesota. 
Special education services 
are mandated by the fed-
eral and state governments, 
however, the costs are not 
fully funded as a result of 
political gridlock. To con-
tinue to support students, 
districts across the nation 

must move money from 
other budget areas to cover 
the unfunded expenditures. 
This is called cross-sub-
sidy.

This upcoming school 
year, our district will op-
erate with a $2.1 million 
budget deficit, partially as a 
result of special education 
cross-subsidy. As of the 
2019-2020 school year, our 
total cross-subsidy was just 
over $4 million (this is the 
latest data available). There 
is no doubt that the man-
dated services for students 
are needed and a necessity. 
However, without a fund-

ing mechanism our district 
must draw funding from 
other local sources to cover 
these expenses.

Thankfully, in the short 
term, our district is in a po-
sition of financial strength 
to withstand this upcoming 
budget deficit. With ESSER 
and other COVID-19 relief 
funds, we are able to absorb 
this $2.1 million deficit for 
the upcoming school year 
and utilize a portion of our 
unassigned fund balance to 
minimize the impact. How-
ever, this is a short term 
fix. With inflation and in-
creased expenditures, this 
is an area of concern for 
future years.

As a stakeholder in our 
district, I encourage you to 
reach out to our legislators 
with support for increased 
education funding. In par-
ticular, encourage them 
to consider an increase in 
funding in special educa-
tion cross-subsidy as it does 
have a significant impact on 
all of our students here at 
Big Lake Schools.

By Supt. 
Tim Truebenbach

By Penny Leuthard,
Contributing Writer

The Becker Public Li-
brary and the Becker Com-
munity Ed. Department 
joined together to bring 
COMPAS teaching artists: 
The Kalpulli KetzalCoatli-
cue to the Becker Perform-
ing Arts Center on June 15.

The group consisted of 
six dancers and one drum-
mer. All the dancers wore 
elaborate headdresses and 
regalia. The 30 minute pro-
gram included explanations 
from Susana De Leon about 
the symbols on the regalia, 
how the headdresses are 
put together, and the con-
nection of the dances to 
animals and forces of the 
earth.

The Kalpulli Ketzal-
Coatlicue (Precious Mother 
Earth) is a Kalpulli (learn-
ing community) of Indige-
nous people joined by the 
desire to learn, share, and 
live the tradition of Aztec 
dance. KetzalCoatlicue 
pursues this spiritual, men-
tal, and physical vocation 
with music from the sacred 
drum, conch shells, seeds, 
and other instruments 
gifted by the natural envi-
ronment. 

Aztec dance perfor-
mance creates a connec-
tion between contemporary 
dancers and elders. The 
Aztec symbols of life are 
reproduced in the dance 
steps.

The program was paid 
for using funds from Min-
nesota Arts & Cultural 
Heritage funds. Like the 
Becker Public Library on 
Facebook to stay informed 
on upcoming programs or 
go to www.GRiver.org/
events.

A PERFORMER dances in one of the elaborate KetzalCoatlicue performances. 
(Submitted photo.)

COMPAS teaching artists 
perform in Becker PAC

THE KALPULLI KETZALCOATLICUE DANCERS all wore elaborate headdress and 
regalia during the performances. (Submitted photo.)

By Mark Kolbinger,
Contributing Writer

Several project updates were on the 
agenda Monday evening at the Becker Twp. 
Board meeting.

First up was a planning update, as Ben 
Wikstrom  explained several projects that are 
underway, including a driveway variance and 
easement on 137th, as well as the ordinance 
amendments, CUP and platting proposals for 
the Becker Schools’ new bus facility.

Planner Mary Roe also informed the 
board that the City of Becker was planning 
to go ahead with the annexation of two mu-
nicipally owned parcels: the new well acre-
age at the corners of County 11 and 24, and 
the parcel north of 107th St (just north of the 
new bus facility). The orderly annexation 
agreement allows for the reclassification of 
the parcels, but Roe wanted to give the board 
a heads-up.

In other planning action, Clerk Lucinda 
Messman debuted the new online permitting 
system that aims to save residents time by al-
lowing for the remote application for some 
common permits. She provided examples of 
five different permits that will be available 
for online application and noted that the plans 
are to go live with the system after the Fourth 
of July holiday.

Legion
Supervisor Luke Babler reported on the 

progress being made in trying to finalize plans 
between the City and Township regarding the 
location of the Becker American Legion.  

Babler reported that Duffy Engineering 

did a structural analysis of the Old Fire Hall 
building and found it to be in good shape 
overall except the need for a new roof.  

“It’s a sound structure and the Legion 
is interested in buying the property,” Babler 
reported.

Currently, the City owns the building 
and part of the land parcel where the building 
sits, while the township owns the land where 
the office area and part of Bay #1 sits.

Babler solicited the opinions of the other 
board members, all of whom were in favor 
of doing whatever it takes to help the Legion 
acquire the property for a permanent site 
(currently Post #193 leases the building on a 
month to month basis).

Babler also noted that as the committee 
was looking further into the issue of land and 
building ownership, there had been a few 
surprises. Prior to 2006, there was a formula 
for how the Department’s assets would be 
distributed should the City and Township 
abandon the joint powers agreement, but now 
there is documentation stating that everything 
reverts to the City.

In addition, there is a parcel of land that 
formerly housed a residence to the east of the 
department and is now a vacant lot.  Babler 
noted that the city had taken legal action in 
2008 to become the sole proprietor of the par-
cel, but apparently the fire board was unaware 
of the action at the time.  Babler pledged to 
find more information about both items for 
future discussion.

Engineer’s Update
Engineer Wes Davis updated the board 

on 97th St., the joint project with the City and 

Twp. of Clear Lake, and reported that S.E.H. 
is working on the design.  As part of that proj-
ect, Midco will be installing fiber in the new 
right of way areas, therefore the board ap-
proved the payments for the land acquisition 
of two parcels that will help with the straight-
ening of the road when it is re-constructed as 
part of the State of MN grant project.  Davis 
is just waiting for final approval from both 
Connexus and MN DOT and then the ease-
ment consent forms will all be finalized for 
the project.

Several other road projects, including 
127th, 153rd and 82nd, will be staggered in 
order to have the asphalt course installed be-
fore the potato harvest season begins, thus al-
lowing the roads to settle before dealing with 
the heavier agricultural traffic.

In more road related action, the board 
approved some dust control applications and 
will also look to extend 157th St. to the edge 
of township property. The construction in 
that area has been delayed by some complex 
underground utilities in the area, including a 
large regional gas line connection.

The board also discussed a speed con-
cern on 127th St., but noted that the speed 
limit is regulated by state statute and it does 
not currently qualify as a rural residential dis-
trict.  

In Other Business, 
the Board:
• Heard from Sgt. Dan Frank regarding 

last month’s 212 calls for service, including 
101 traffic stops. Frank also explained that 
Sherburne is participating with the Sheriff’s 
Offices from Wright and Stearns Counties 

on a traffic enforcement task force and that 
is why residents might be seeing duties from 
surrounding counties doing patrol in Sher-
burne;

• Approved the IRS mileage reimburse-
ment change of 62.5 cents per mile, effective 
July 1;

• Heard from several residents during 
the open forum portion of the meeting, with 
concerns being related about 157th and 127th 
streets. The board also approved a motion al-
lowing Blake Angell to excavate a retention 
pond on his property, as it was not a naturally 
occurring wetland;

• Heard from Babler that the Fire De-
partment recently sold its retired Engine to a 
department in North Carolina;

• Agreed to adjust the contract for fire 
sign installation once the project is complete, 
as Jeff Peterson encountered several changes 
to the sign replacements that were not out-
lined in the original quote;

• Approved the quote from Helmin 
Companies for the gravel application on the 
eastern portion of 67th St.;

• Approved $5,000 towards the Midco/
Sherburne County broadband project, which 
will bring high speed internet to approxi-
mately 42 township households;

• Approved $3,375 for the installation of 
a hearing loop in Twp. Hall; this project will 
assist individuals who use hearing aids to bet-
ter hear the supervisors and other presenters;

• Canceled the June 27 regularly sched-
uled meeting.

Becker Township hears project updates
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TO THE EDITOR:
Reader Bret Collier’s far right fantasies RE: 
the US oil companies needs to be subjected 
to a dose of reality and common sense. Ac-
cording to a recent report by business web-
site Bloomberg.com “exports of US crude 
and petroleum products surged to a weekly 
record of 10.6 million barrels a day during 
the week ending April 15th”.  So an obvious 
step toward ensuring that Americans have 
enough energy for their homes, businesses 
and cars is to ban the export of American oil 
to other countries. The conservative Center 
For American Progress reported that five 
major oil companies “brought in more than 
300% more in profits” in the first quarter of 
2022 compared to a year earlier. “A total of 
more than $35 billion in profits in just three 
months”. The best response to that would 
be to impose a Windfall Profits tax on US 
oil companies. The US oil companies must 
not be allowed to profiteer during this en-
ergy crisis at the expense of the American 
people.Another important step to alleviating 
the energy crisis would be to remove tariffs 
on solar panels imported from China. And 
nuclear power generation, as Sen. Kiffmeyer 
has pointed out, also needs to be rejuvenated 
and expanded. I hope that politicians will 
ignore the ideological prescriptions of Mr. 
Collier and others and instead devote them-
selves to practical solutions to real-world 
problems.
Anthony Thompson
Big Lake, MN

TO THE EDITOR:
MN State Statute 206.58 AUTHORIZA-
TION FOR USE (subd. 1)… The governing 
body of a municipality… *may provide for 
the use of an electronic voting system…. The 
governing body *shall disseminate infor-
mation to the public about the use of a new 
voting system at least 60 days prior to the 
election and *shall provide for instruction of 
voters with a demonstration voting system in 
a public place for the six weeks immediately 
prior to the first election at which the new 
voting system will be used…  [Municipality: 
City, Town, or School District.]  Even with 
a questionable amount of time, the County 
has plowed ahead and purchased the new 
Dominion system while denying citizens 
the right to have a Public Hearing regarding 
the issues with the system.  Each town has 
the choice to use the Dominion system or 
NOT to use it, yet I doubt the elected offi-
cials realize it.  If your town did not follow 
the statutes, please ask your governing body 
not to use the Dominion system.  Let’s return 
to hand-counting our ballots!  Voting begins 
on June 24th. 
Teri Dickinson
Big Lake, MN

Letters To The EditorIt Could Be Worse
Looks like summer is 

here.
It wasn’t too long ago 

that we were all talking 
about the winter that 
wouldn’t end.

I remember writing 
a column about the trip 
my wife, Rita, and I were 
planning to Arizona back 
in mid-March. It was still 
below freezing when we 
left here, with remnants of 
snow on the ground.

When we landed in 
Mesa after 10 p.m. it was 
about 72 degrees there. Per-
fect. And for the next week 
we enjoyed the sun, low hu-
midity and temperatures in 
the low 80s.

While we were away, 
I was told the temperatures 
got up to nearly 50 degrees 
here in Minnesota for a day 
or two. But that didn’t last, 
and when we flew back and 
landed in St. Cloud, we 
were reminded that winter 
didn’t go away while we 
were gone. It was still here 
waiting for us.

It was snowing.
But that was almost 

three months ago, and here 
we are in full summer. It 
was 97 degrees Sunday and 
reached 98 Monday. Then 
after an overnight  thunder-
storm, temperatures were 
supposed to drop to the 
high 80s and low 90s for 
the rest of the week.

I don’t think anyone 
really likes temperatures in 
the 90s. But all we can do 
is try to stay cool until the 
weather breaks and we get 
some more reasonable and 
tolerable temperatures.

That does happen in 
Minnesota. It eventually 
cools off.

But it doesn’t happen 
everywhere. I remember 
the summers we had grow-
ing up in Jersey City. There 
were lots of days in the 90s. 
And the humidity was bru-
tal some days.

All the neighborhood 
kids would cool off by 
opening up fire hydrants 
and playing under the 

stream of water.
That was fine for the 

little kids, but as I got older, 
there weren’t many places 
to go to cool off.

One summer that 
stands out in my mind was 
1983. I was playing ama-
teur baseball with the Jer-
sey City Giants. We played 
games two nights a week 
and both weekend days 
throughout the summer.

That summer was 
one of the hottest and 
most humid in memory. 
I checked some histori-
cal data on a website just 
to be sure. There were 31 
days above 90 degrees that 
summer. More than half of 
those days reached above 
95 degrees.

But heat wasn’t the 
only problem that summer. 
Some time in mid-July, the 
city experienced a disrup-
tion in its water system. An 
80-inch water main pipe 
had  collapsed, cutting off 
water to a big part of the 
city. In fact, it caused the 
city to issue a water alert, 
telling all residents and 
business owners that any 
water that was still flowing 
was unsafe to drink.

Excessive heat. High 
humidity and no water. 
Then add to that, our team 
had to play a doubleheader 
on a Saturday two days into 
the water emergency.

The forecast said high 
humidity and temperatures 
near 100 degrees.

The park where we 
played our home games had 
a water fountain we always 

used during our games. But 
not that day. It was shut off.

The park was also right 
across the street from a 
trucker’s diner and a Mc-
Donald’s. So on a typical 
hot summer day, we could 
go across the street and get 
something to drink. Not that 
day. McDonald’s and the 
diner both used city water 
for their fountain drinks.

About three blocks 
away from the park there 
was a grocery store where 
anyone could pick up bot-
tled water or cans of soda. 
Not that day. The store 
shelves and coolers had all 
been picked clean of any-
thing to drink by the people 
in the neighborhood. Every 
store in the city had the 
same problem.

I remember someone 
on the team had a cooler 
with a few cans of Coke 
he had stored in his base-
ment. The ice cubes, even 
when melted, weren’t safe 
to drink. So our entire team 
of 16 players had to share 
a few cans of Coke for the 
whole doubleheader.

I was the team’s only 
catcher at the game. The 
temperature for most play-
ers was bad, but I spent 
more that half of each game 
wearing a chest protector, 
shin guards and a face-
mask. I figured I probably 
lost more than 10 pounds 
that day.

We got through the 
games. I don’t remember if 
we won or lost either game. 
And I don’t remember how 
I eventually cooled off or 
cleaned off all the dirt and 
grime I was covered with. 
With no running water, 
showers weren’t working.

But we survived to 
play another day.

So now, when the tem-
peratures get near 100 here 
in Minnesota it doesn’t 
seem as bad. At least I 
know I can stay home, get 
a cold drink and stay cool 
with my A/C.

And maybe watch a 
doubleheader on TV.

By Ken Francis
Contributing Writer

The Second Amendment
(Editor’s Note: The fol-

lowing column was submitted 
by Sen. Mary Kiffmeyer.)

Last week, I discussed 
the First Amendment and 
the important freedoms that 
it contains. And this week, 
I will highlight the Second 
Amendment of the Bill of 
Rights.

This right guaranteeing 
the Second Amendment was 
not a new issue for the Found-
ers. They had lived through 
the mid to late 1700’s when 
King George III tried to dis-
arm the colonists. This led 
many states to later adopt pro-
visions in their state constitu-
tions protecting the right to 
keep and bear arms, both for 
self-defense and militia-re-
lated purposes. In addition, 
the English Bill of Rights of 
1689 gave some citizens “the 
right to have arms for their 
defense.” The Founders were 
well aware of this crucial 
right. 

The Second
Amendment reads:
A well regulated Militia, 

being necessary to the secu-
rity of a free State, the right 
of the people to keep and bear 
Arms, shall not be infringed.

The Second Amendment 
has been the subject of much 
debate and conversation re-
cently. The school shooting 
that recently took place at 
Robb Elementary School in 
Uvalde, Texas is horrific, and 
I fully condemn this senseless 
act of violence. However, re-
moving all guns from individ-
uals, as some have proposed, 
leaves them defenseless 
against criminals who are al-
ready lawbreakers. And it is a 
policy incompatible with our 
Constitution. 

The Supreme Court, 
however, has made it clear 
that this right does not pro-
hibit limits on firearm owner-
ship by felons or the mentally 
ill. This too has led to many 
conversations as to how 
long should a felon, who has 
completed the sentence for a 
crime, to be denied the right 
to use a gun and defining 
“who” is mentally ill. Our 
Constitution still generates 

lively discussions. 
However, when com-

pared to most other areas of 
the law, the U.S. Supreme 
Court has few recent cases to 
guide its ruling on the Second 
Amendment. So, the debate 
continues with gun control 
advocates arguing that the 
Second Amendment does not 
apply to personal weapons 
that are unrelated to militia 
service. And gun rights sup-
porters arguing that the Sec-
ond Amendment provides an 
individual right to keep and 
bear arms, regardless of its 
connection to militia service. 
I agree with the latter posi-
tion. 

After decades of uncer-
tainty throughout the coun-
try and numerous legislative 
or local government actions, 
the Supreme Court decided 
a landmark case in 2008 that 
addressed head-on what the 
Second Amendment means. 
In District of Columbia v. 
Heller, Justice Scalia wrote 
for the majority of the Court 
holding that the Second 
Amendment protects an in-
dividual’s right to possess a 
firearm unconnected with mi-
litia service.

Additionally, two years 
after the Heller decision, the 
court confirmed in McDon-
ald v. City of Chicago that 
the states – and not just the 
federal government – must 
respect an individual’s right 
to keep a gun in the home for 
self-defense. Yet in the 11 
years since McDonald, the 
Supreme Court justices have 
said little else about the scope 
of the Second Amendment, 
and in particular the right to 

carry a handgun outside the 
home. 

Recently, though, the Su-
preme Court has taken up the 
New York State Rifle & Pis-
tol Asso ci ation v. Bruen case, 
which was argued in Novem-
ber of last year. The Court is 
currently deciding whether 
the Second Amendment is 
violated by New York’s law 
requiring applicants for un-
restricted concealed-carry li-
censes to first demonstrate a 
special need for self-defense. 
This issue was brought for-
ward after Robert Nash and 
Brandon Koch challenged the 
law after New York rejected 
their concealed-carry applica-
tions based on failure to show 
“proper cause.” 

While this decision is 
still pending and expected 
sometime in June this year, 
what is certain is that the Sec-
ond Amendment remains to 
this day a cornerstone in our 
Bill of Rights and the fabric 
of this nation. 

The right to keep and 
bear arms is an individual 
right that I have always sup-
ported here at the Legislature 
through my votes and support 
at all levels. I especially value 
the “shall not be infringed” 
part. 

The right to keep and 
bear arms is one of very few 
protections citizens have 
against the possibility of tyr-
anny in our government. The 
best protection is your vote 
for those who uphold all our 
rights and freedoms embod-
ied in our Constitution. 

Next week, I will write 
about the Third Amendment, 
the right to be free from quar-
tering troops in your home. 
That has an interesting his-
tory. 

I enjoy hearing from you 
about our Constitution and 
the rights it affords us. You 
can call me at 651-296-5655 
or send me an email at Sen.
Mary.Kiffmeyer@Senate.
mn. Please also take time to 
talk with others about our 
timeless and incredibly valu-
able Constitution. 

By Sen. 
Mary Kiffmeyer

Making Mental Health Services Accessible
(Editor’s Note: The fol-

lowing column was submitted 
by Rep. Tom Emmer.)

We hope you had a rest-
ful Father’s Day! Jacquie and 
I were grateful to have some 
time with the family this 
weekend, but today I’m back 
in Washington for another 
week of votes. 

Our office continues to 
focus on the ongoing scar-
city of essential goods caused 
by the Biden Administra-
tion’s supply chain failures 
(we recently took action on 
life-threatening medical dye 
and baby formula shortages.) 
We are also keeping an eye 
on the Supreme Court as they 
finalize their long-awaited de-
cision on Dobbs v. Jackson. 

Mental Health 
For many of the nearly 

one in five Americans living 
with mental illness, getting 
treatment isn’t as simple as 
asking just asking for help. 
In fact, nearly half of those 
in need go without mental 
health services. 

In order to close this 
treatment gap, we are intro-
ducing the Securing Facilities 
for Mental Health Services 
Act. This legislation will 
make mental health care ac-
cessible to more patients by 
allowing inpatient psychiatric 
facilities to apply for mort-
gage assistance. Currently, 
these types of treatment cen-
ters are the only type of hospi-
tals excluded from receiving 
this type of support. This bi-
partisan bill will ease the cre-
ation and expansion of mental 
health care facilities, bringing 
critical care to communities 
and patients.

We have made it a pri-
ority to work closely with 
mental health professionals 
and advocates to ensure our 
efforts match the needs of 
patients and providers. Last 
week, I had the opportunity 
to meet with members of the 
Minnesota Association of 
Community Mental Health 
Programs. The organization’s 

members provide mental 
health services to more than 
200,000 Minnesotans each 
year. 

We are grateful to Min-
nesota’s mental health pro-
fessionals for providing these 
important services, and we 
will continue our work to en-
sure care is available to any-
one in need.

Border Crisis
Last month marked an-

other worrying milestone 
in the crisis at our southern 
border: in May, there were 
239,416 illegal border cross-
ings, making it the third 
straight month with the high-
est illegal crossings in over 
two decades. This is over a 
900% increase from 2020. 

It isn’t just people cross-
ing the border. Since Presi-
dent Biden took office, CBP 
has seized 1,060,100 pounds 
of illegal drugs, including 
7,700 pounds of fentanyl so 
far in Fiscal Year 2022 alone. 
Fentanyl is highly addictive 
and extremely deadly—in 
2021, drug overdoses hit an 
all-time high of over 100,000.

Once these drugs make 
it into the United States, they 
spread to communities across 
the country. Thanks to the 
Biden Administration’s lack 
of commitment to border se-
curity, every state is now a 
border state. We must secure 
our borders and support our 
Customs and Border Protec-
tion agents if we are to stop 
the spread of these deadly 
drugs into our communities.

ALERT: Scam 
Last week, our office 

learned of a concerning tac-
tic that scammers are using 
to gain trust, information, 
and money. According to the 
Social Security Administra-
tion’s Office of the Inspector 
General, scammers are now 
emailing and texting pictures 
of real and doctored law en-
forcement credentials and 
badges to “prove” they are 
legitimate.

If you or someone you 
know think you may have en-
countered this scam: 

1. Do not panic! If you 
receive a communication that 
causes a strong emotional 
response, take a deep breath. 
Hang up or ignore the mes-
sage. Talk to someone you 
trust. 

2. Do not click on links 
or attachments. Block un-
wanted calls and text mes-
sages. 

3. Do not transfer your 
money! Do not buy that gift 
card! Never pay someone 
who insists that you pay with 
a gift card, prepaid debit card, 
Internet currency or cryp-
tocurrency, wire transfer, 
money transfer, or by mailing 
cash. 

4. Be skeptical. If you 
think a real law enforcement 
officer is trying to reach you, 
call your local law enforce-
ment using a non-emergency 
number to verify. Do not be-
lieve scammers who “trans-
fer” your call to an official 
or who feed you a number as 
proof. Scammers can create 
fake numbers and identities. 
Do not trust your caller ID. 

5. Be cautious of any 
contact claiming to be from 
a government agency or law 
enforcement, telling you 
about a problem you don’t 
recognize. Do not provide 
your personal information, 
even if the caller has some of 
your information. 

Visit FTC.gov/scam to 
read about common scams 
and how you can avoid them. 

By Congressman 
Tom Emmer
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ENTER THE PATRIOT ANNUAL 4TH OF JULY COLORING CONTEST! 
Fill your name out on the entry blank below and take them (or mail them) to the Sherburne State Bank 
office in Becker (ATTN: COLORING CONTEST, P.O. Box 428, 12500 Sherburne Ave, Becker, MN 
55308). Prizes will be awarded in three age categories (Ages 1-5, Ages 6-10, Ages 11-15) and will 
be held Monday, July 11 and winner’s names will be published in our Saturday, July 16 issue of the 

Patriot. Winners will be notified by phone or email and they can stop by the Patriot office with their 
artwork to receive a prize.

EACH WINNER WILL RECEIVE ONE $15 GIFT CERTIFICATE TO AN AREA EATERY! 
FOR THOSE DROPPING OFF ENTRIES, WE ASK THAT YOU CONSIDER DONATING A 

FOOD ITEM OR TWO FOR THE AREA FOOD SHELVES! THANK YOU!

NAME ____________________________________________________________________   AGE ________________________________

ADDRESS _______________________________________________________________________________________________________

PHONE ________________________________ EMAIL  __________________________________________________________________

COLORING CONTEST! 

Serving our communities since 1920
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EVERYDAY PEOPLE.
EXCEPTIONAL RESULTS.

www.HallerRealtyHomes.com
Becker Office

12908 1st Street
763-207-6683

Sauk Rapids Office
1310 2nd Street N

320-255-1911

CUSTOM BUILT RAMBLER

$419,900
• Fantastic open floor plan w/ vaulted ceilings, custom cabinets, a 
   large kitchen island, & a spacious owner’s suite
• Oversized 3-car garage & cozy front porch
• Possible enrollment into Becker Schools
• Other home plans available

Real Estate

Looking to advertise? 
Call 763.275.0275 

today!

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

763-262-2889

www.jeddelohsnyder.com

• Family Law
• Real Estate
• Business Planning
• Business Litigation
• Wills & Trusts
• Estate Planning
• Guardianships

101 Jefferson Blvd.
Big Lake

Business & professional services  directory

935 Clearwater Professional Building
(320) 558-2201

Mon.: 8:30-4:30 • Tue.: 9-5 • Wed.: 8:30-4:30
ALSO: 1500 Northway Drive, St. Cloud

Member of American 
Academy of Dental 

Group Practice Bethany Blonigen, DDS
Brent Deragisch, DDS

“A Reason 
to Smile!”

Dental Attorneys
PETERSON - 

GRIMSMO
FUNERAL CHAPEL

Serving your 
community since 1933

250 East Broadway
Monticello, MN 55362

763-295-2918
Our family serving yours!

Funeral

Serving the Metro &
Surrounding Areas Since 1967

www.c-sblacktopping.com
Major Credit Cards accepted 

FREE ESTIMATES
aa  ““ggrreeeenn””  ppaavviinngg  ccoonnttrraaccttoorr

RESIDENTIAL COMMERCIAL
PAVING CONTRACTORS

763.428.2225

Blacktopping

15920 Hwy. 10, Becker • 763-262-0871

MULCH • ROCK • BLACK DIRT • SAND
Additional products available!
We can load or delivery available!
Open to the public 
Mon. - Fri., 8am to 5pm 
and Sat., 8am to noon

Landscape Supplies

MarquetteHomeTeam.com

OWN YOUR 
TOMORROW.

valleyirrigation.com

valleyirrigation.com

CA1103

CA1103

DEALER LOGO
Address | Phone Number | Website

suggested font: Arial

You know and trust AgSense® to remotely 
manage your operation. That's great, because 
AgSense monitor and control technology forms 
the foundation of Valley 365®, our single sign-on 
platform for total connected crop management.

To learn more, contact 
your Valley Dealer or visit 
valleyirrigation.com/365 today.

7.708” x 5”7.708” x 5”

7551 State Street
Clear Lake, MN 55319
320-743-3000

You know and trust AgSense® to remotely 
manage your operation. That’s great, because 
AgSense monitor and control technology 
forms the foundation of Valley 365®, our 
single sign-on platform for total connected 
crop management.

To learn more, contact  
your Valley Dealer or visit  
valleyirrigation.com/365 today.

OWN YOUR  
TOMORROW.

By Ken Francis,
Contributing Writer

The Big Lake Ameri-
can Legion baseball team 
exploded for 10 runs in the 
second inning in a 13-2 rout 
of St. Augusta Tuesday.

It was the team’s sec-
ond win of the season.

Big Lake went down 
in order in the first inning, 
but things were a lot differ-
ent in the second. Fielding 
problems by St. Augusta 
were a big part of the 
scoring. Jaxyn Tschritter 
reached on a third strike 
passed ball to start the in-
ning. He moved to second 
on another passed ball. 
After Isaiah Terlinden dou-
bled, Blayne Varner walked 
to load the bases. Jeffrey 
Wanhala singled in one 
run. Isaiah Prom reached 
on a fielder’s choice to 
drive in a run. Travis An-
derson reached on an in-
field error, scoring another 
run. Reid Josewski reached 
on a misplayed outfield fly 
ball. Conner Stukenholtz 
singled in a run. He scored 
on a triple by Kaden Hase-
lius. Tschritter reached on a 
dropped throw to first, scor-
ing Haselius, and Terlinden 
reached on a dropped out-
field fly. Both runner scored 
on an error.

The game remained 
10-0 until the fifth when 
Big Lake scored three 
more. Prom had a leadoff 
single and went to third on 
a double by Anderson. Jo-
sewski singled in ore run 
before Anderson scored 
on a passed ball. Josewski 
went to third on a grounder 
and scored on a double by 
Haselius.

St. Augusta avoided 
the shutout with two runs 
in the bottom of the fifth 
on a walk, a double and an 
error. But the game ended 
with the third out by the 10-
run rule.

Terlinden started on the 
mound and got the win. He 
allowed two hits and a walk 
while striking out three.

Wanhala pitched a 
scoreless inning before Jo-
sewski finished the game, 
allowing one earned run on 
two hits and two walks.

Haselius led the offen-
sive attack with a double, 
triple and two RBIs. Wan-
hala had two hits and two 
runs batted in.

Princeton 11, 
Big Lake 6
Big Lake lost a dou-

bleheader to Princeton last 
Thursday.

In the first game, Big 
Lake had a lead midway 
through the game, but field-
ing miscues led to some 
unearned runs for Princeton 
late in the game in an 11-6 
loss.

Big Lake got on the 
board in the second when 
Stukenholtz hit a one-out 
double and scored on a sin-
gle by Jonah Blackman.

Princeton took a 2-1 
lead in the home second 
on a double, walk, fielder’s 
choice and a single.

Big Lake evened the 
score in the third on a solo 
home run by Haselius.

Princeton went ahead 
again in the home third with 
an unearned run on two er-
rors, a stolen base and a 
single.

Big Lake tied the score 
in the fourth when Terlin-
den singled, advanced on a 
wild pitch and scored on a 
single by Blackman.   

They went ahead, 4-3 
in the fifth. Collin Skaug 
and Carson Gellerman were 
hit by pitches to start the in-
ning. Cooper Cusick’s two-
out single drove in Skaug 
for the lead.

But things came apart 
in the home fifth when 
Princeton scored four runs 
on triple, double, single, a 
stolen base and an error.

Leading 7-4, Princeton 
got four more in the sixth 
on two walks, a hit batter, 
two stolen bases, a single 
and two errors.

That was all they 
needed. Big Lake came 
back with two in the sev-
enth when Gellerman was 
hit by a pitch, Josewski 
reached on an error and 
Tschritter doubled them 
home to end the scoring.

Skaug started on the 
mound and took the loss. 
He allowed six runs (five 
earned) on nine hits and 
a walk in 4.1 innings. He 
struck out five.

Cusick allowed five 
runs (two earned) on one 
hit and two walks in 1.1 
innings.  Nehemiah Ruoso 
came in to get the final out 
in the sixth.

Blackman had two hits 
and two RBIs. Tschritter 
drove in two runs with a 
hit. Stukenholtz had two 
hits and scored a run.

Princeton 10, 
Big Lake 5
Princeton jumped out 

on top in the first inning on 
a two-run homer off Big 
Lake starter Haselius en 
route to a 10-5 win.

Big Lake came right 
back in the home first 
with three runs. Gellerman 
and Tschritter were hit by 
pitches. Cusick singled. 
Varner followed with an 
RBI single and two more 
runs scored on an over-
throw for a 3-2 lead.

But the lead was short-
lived. Princeton batted 
around in the second, scor-
ing five runs on four walks, 
two stolen bases, a wild 
pitch and four hits. They 
added a run in the third on 
a two-base error and two 
groundouts.

Big Lake got a run back 
in the third when Tschritter 
singled, moved to third on 
a single by Terlinden and 
scored on a grounder by Jo-
sewski.

Princeton got a run in 
the fourth on a walk, stolen 
base and two singles.

Big Lake got its final 
run in the fifth. Tschritter 
was hit by a pitch, went to 
second on a hit by Cusick, 
went to third on a hit by 
Terlinden and scored on a 
groundout by Jeffrey Wan-
hala.

Haselius started on the 
mound and took the loss. 
He allowed five runs on 
four hits and two walks in 
1.1 innings.

Wanhala pitched 4.2 
innings, allowing five runs 
(four earned) on eight hits 
and three walks. He struck 
out three.

Big Lake played a 
doubleheader against St. 
Francis Thursday, results to 
follow next week.

KADEN HASELIUS had a double and triple in Big Lake’s 13-2 win over St. Augusta Tuesday. He homered against Princeton 
last week. (Photo by Ken Francis.)

BL American Legion 
pounds St. Augusta, 13-2

RACE WINNER. Sam Hyttsten, of Becker, recently completed his second year 
of racing. Sam is pictured above at BIR (Brainerd International Raceway) with his 
dad, Dan Hyttsten over graduation weekend the end of May. Sam was racing the 
ice index class with his grandfather David Hyttsten’s Buick Grand National. Bot-
tom photo: Three generations share their love of racing. Pictured, left to right: 
David Hyttsten with his son Dan Hyttsten and grandson Sam Hyttsten.(Submitted 
photo.)

By Bill Morgan, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

In the Patriot’s 2022 
Spring Home Guide from 
April, a story on Michelle 
Agnew’s business (Tattered 
Farm Co.) misidentified 
Michelle as the mother of 
a deployed soldier when in 
fact it was learned she is the 
step mother.

The Patriot regrets this 
unfortunate misrepresenta-
tion in the story.

Corr: 
Spring 
Home 
Guide

Sports/Area News
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Employment

Apply in person, 1 mile east of Becker, 
137th left, 1/8 mile on left. 612-747-0163    

NOW HIRING!
KASOWSKI GROUP

• FT FARM LABOR
• FT EQUIPMENT OPERATOR • FT FARM MECHANIC

WE HAVE A POSITION 
OPENING AT THE PATRIOT!

Advertising SALES
Full or part-time sales person needed to sell 

advertising to local area businesses in 
our community newspaper.

Base pay plus commission. Hours and days are flexible. 
Send resume to sales.carol@patriotnewsmn.com or you 
can mail it to: Patriot, P.O. Box 458, Becker MN 55308.

NOW
HIRING

Apply at: 24614 US Hwy 71, Belgrade, MN 56312  
Email your resume to hiring@bayerbuilt.com

Bayer Built  
Woodworks, Inc., providing  
quality product and unparalleled service to 900  
dealers throughout the Midwest, is looking to fill the 
following positions:

• Route Drivers

Competitive pay and benefits, a  
positive and clean work environment, 
and opportunities to advance your  
career with a local company that 
continues to grow. 

$10,000  

Sign On Bonus

• OTR Drivers

Small, air-conditioned, custom 
cabinet shop looking for an 
experienced cabinet maker. 

Installation experience a plus. 
Please call Matt at 320-297-3474.

www.thomascabinetryinc.com

Call the Patriot today to get your ad in! 763-275-0275

FT, PT & On-call Caregivers - All Shifts

Make a difference for 
individuals with 
disabilities as a DSP

Search jobs and apply online at:
sevitahealth.com

Call Rachel for more information: 763-377-2357
SevitaHealth.com

TRAIN ALONGSIDE 
EXPERIENCED TEAM MEMBERS!

Royal Tire, today’s leader in the commercial tire industry, is now 
hiring Commercial Tire Technicians in our Monticello & St. Cloud 
(I-94) locations. Train to perform tire & wheel maintenance, fleet 
inspections, & more on commercial, agriculture & heavy off-road 
equipment tires.  The starting hourly rate is $18.00 - $25.00 per 
hour, depending on qualifications. This position will work a combi-
nation of 1pm-9pm and 8am-5pm shifts. Position also offers $5.00 
per hour shift differential pay for off-site customer fleet checks.

Qualifications:
• High school diploma/
   equivalent
• Must be available for 
   assigned shifts
• Valid driver’s license
• Acceptable driving record
• Ability to obtain a DOT 
   medical card

For more information or to apply:
Visit: www.royaltire.com/careers
Contact Human Resources: (320) 257-3054
EEO/AA Employer
Applicants will receive consideration for employment regardless of 
their race, color, creed, religion, national origin, sex, sexual orienta-
tion, disability, age, marital status, or status with regard to public 
assistance.

Royal Tire offers:
• Paid vacation from day one
• Paid holidays from day one
• 401k & profit-sharing match
• Employee discounts
• Family & friend discounts
• Paid training hours
• Full benefit package
• Family owned & operated

Application Process: Applications available at Reach-Up, 350 
Highway 10 S, St. Cloud or apply online at  www.reachupinc.org. 

320-253-8110. Positions open until filled. EOE

Early Childhood Asst. - HS

Teacher/Family Advocate 

350 Hwy 10 S, St. Cloud, MN
320-253-8110

Part time Early Childhood Assistant opening in Big 
Lake.  Responsibilities include assisting the Teach-
er in the classroom. Providing a safe, nurturing 
environment for children, 3 to 5 years old.

Full time Teacher/Family Advocate opening in Big 
Lake. Responsibilities include maintaining a com-
prehensive early childhood education program for 
children 3 – 5 years old. BA/BS or AA degree pre-
ferred.

MEET 
YOUR 
NEW 
OFFICE.

HIRING BONUS: 

Up to $5,000 hiring bonus     

UNMATCHED BENEFITS: 

Health, 401k with 4% match and 
access to Employee Boat Club               

COMPETITIVE WAGES: 

Up to $28 per hour 

Now hiring all positions in our 
new, state-of-the-art facility  
in Big Lake, MN.

/ / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / /

V I E W  A L L  O P E N  P O S I T I O N S  AT :

P O N T O O N S .CO M /C A R E E R S

NOW HIRING FOR SERVICE TECHNICIANS AND INSTALLERS. 
GREAT PAY AND BENEFITS. EMAIL A RESUME TO: 

ACEHEATINGANDAIR@OUTLOOK.COM

Ace Heating And 
Air Conditioning

Or, apply online: 
https://aceheatingandairinc.

com/employment/

 
763-389-2647

Must have a current drivers license with a clean 
driving record to operate school district van to 
transport students to and from school safely.

We will train the right person(s) on the safe operation 
and securement training needed for this job.

As a substitute, you have a flexible work schedule.  
This position may lead to hired routes!

$17.00 per hour.

Questions?  Contact Tom Risley @ trisley@isd726.
org or 763-261-4588

SUBSTITUTE VAN DRIVERS NEEDED

Looking for seasonal work? 
wages start at $20 per hour!
Have you worked with Skid Steers, Telehandlers, 
Backhoes, Boom trucks, have the ability to weld 
or work with electrical wiring, work with power 
tools, or are you just interested in learning? We’d 
be happy to train.  Most work is local; less than 
a few weeks out of town per year.  Company ve-
hicles are driven to job sites.  Differential pay for 
seasonal positions.  FT positions, competitive pay, 
paid Health Coverage, 401K with Company match, 
paid Vacation and Holiday pay. To apply, contact 
the office at 320-743-3000. 

GRAND IRRIGATION, INC
7551 State St., Clear Lake, MN 

• 320-743-3000 • grandirrigation.com

The Leader in Precision Irrigation.

www.valleyirrigation.com

LOOKING FOR A CHANGE?
Skilled Trades:
• 1st & 2nd Building Maint. Supervisor - 
$20-$25
• 1st & 2nd Forklift - $17.50-$20
• 1st & 2nd MIG Welder - $22-$25
• 1st Shift CNC Machinist - $20-$30
Administrative Jobs:
• Admin Asst/MS Excel
• Warehouse Office Support
• Quote/Estimate Asst.
• Accounting Assistant - $16
• Property Mgr. Asst. - $25

Commercial Jobs:
• Production, assembly, 
pick & pack, cleaners - and much more!
Professional Jobs:
• Project Manager • Accountants

Now Hiring!

Click, 
call or 
text to 
phone 
screen

No Fees! Apply Today!
320-251-1038 

expresspros.com/stcloudmn

THE BECKER
TRANSPORTATION 

DEPARTMENT 
NEEDS YOU!

Transportation has a high need for sub bus drivers that can help transport 
students to and from school safely.  Sub bus drivers may lead to permanent am and pm 

routes.

Clean driving record, commercial drivers license with Class B, air brake, school bus and pas-
senger endorsements.  We are willing to train the right people at no charge over the summer.

Through the State of Minnesota Department of Education:  a reimbursement of license exam 
and cost of school bus endorsement fee for the 1,000 drivers.

$42.00 per route.

Questions?  Contact Tom Risley @ trisley@isd726.org or 763-261-4588

STOP IN FOR AN APPLICATION TODAY!STOP IN FOR AN APPLICATION TODAY!

FT/PT Shop Hand/JanitorFT/PT Shop Hand/Janitor

320-558-6565 320-558-6565 
925 Shorty Street925 Shorty Street

Clearwater, MN 55320Clearwater, MN 55320

Responsibilities include cleaning & organizing Responsibilities include cleaning & organizing 
shop, lobby, parts runs, limited shop work. shop, lobby, parts runs, limited shop work. 

Benefits available for FT employees.Benefits available for FT employees.

EOEEOE

Call Today! 763.275.0275
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On-Site Hiring Event
CONDUCTING ON-SITE INTERVIEWS WITH ON THE SPOT OFFERS!

STARTING PAY:
1st Shift (Production) -  $17.25+/hour
2nd Shift (Production) - $19.25+/hour
3rd Shift (Sanitation) - $20.80+/hour

Cargill Monticello - Door 17
206 W. 4th St. Monticello, MN 55362

PRODUCTION POSITIONS AVAILABLE AT 
MONTICELLO AND BIG LAKE FACILITIES

MONDAY, JUNE 27: 8:30AM - 12:30PM
TUESDAY, JUNE 28: 12PM - 4PM

Comprehensive Benefit Packages
EEO Including Disability/Vet

$3,000 SIGN ON BONUS!

Join  us  for  the  Isanti  Firefighters’ 
46TH  Annual  Championship

July 8-9, 2022
Youth 
Goat 

Tying
5:30 PM

Mutton
Bustin’

6 PM

Friday & 
Saturday

6:30 PM

Save time! Buy your tickets online 
www.isantifiredistrict.org

info@isantifiredistrict.org
763.691.9809

Proceeds go to the Isanti Fire District

Live Band
Following Rodeo

Bad Jack
Friday Night

Six to Midnight
Saturday

RodeoRodeo

$7,500
$11,000

$14,000
$18,000

Aggressive discounts on
campers, boats, ice castles and more

many units
UNDER $200 per month OAC

for 16 years, outlet recreation has been your low priced leader in all 
forms of recreation products. To celebrate our 17th year, we are offer-
ing some crazy low prices with extremely affordable payments. exam-
ples of these great deals are below - see our website for all the details. 
and remember, we love trades of all kinds!

monthly payment based on 10% down. 144 months at 6.49% APR
not all units available at all stores. see website for more details and locations.

Fargo marine store: 4021 Main Ave
detroit lakes marine store: 605 hwy 10

detroit lakes rv store: 1015 Hwy 59
crosslake rv & marine store: 31956 Co. Rd. 3
crosslake  marine center: 36685 Co. Rd. 66

clearwater Rv & marine store: 2088 202nd st.go to our website for more details:
outletrecreation.com

2022 Forest river
arctic wolf 287BH

W469-21
$41,757-$405.17/mo.

RETAIL - $64,653

2022 Forest river
impression 330BH

W638-21
$58,757 = $569.45/mo.

RETAIL - $81,413

2022 Forest river
grey wolf 29RRT

W405-21
$32,757 - $318.20/mo.

RETAIL - $39,229

2022 coachman
spirit 2963BH

W166-22
$37,757-$366.52/mo.

RETAIL - $53,235

2022 cruiser rv
shadow cruiser 258BH

W450-21
$29,757 - $289.21/mo.

RETAIL - $43,122

2022 cruiser rv
shadow cruiser 228BH

W590-21
$31,757 - $308.54/mo.

RETAIL – $46,429

2022 dutchman
kodiak club 175BH

W331-22
$25,757 - $250.53/mo.

RETAIL - $34,648

2022 cruiser rv
stryker st 2313

W505-21
$45,757-$443.80/mo.

RETAIL - $69,274

2022 dutchman
kodiak club 196BH

W283-22
$27,757 - $269.85/mo.

RETAIL - $38,469

2022 dutchman
kodiak ultra lite 248BHSL

W172-22
$34,757-$337.50/mo.

RETAIL - $48,440

2022 Heartland
prowler 195RB

W251-22
$23,757 - $231.20/mo.

RETAIL - $35,966

2022 gulfstream
amerilite super lite 199rk

W137-22
$17,257-$167.89/mo.

RETAIL - $28,785

By Mary Nehring,
Contributing writer

Brandon Kasper, 
Becker graduate, had this 
to say about competing 
26.2 miles in the Boston 
Marathon recently: “I had 
the absolute time of my 
life!” It was the culmina-
tion of 18 weeks of training 
and seven years of dream-
ing. Kasper described the 
course as ‘crushing, but 
incredibly fun’. 

The first 16 miles 
are mostly downhill and 
Kasper ran very hard those 
first first 16 miles. Kasper 
says he got crushed in the 
Newton Hills around mile 
17 during the second half 
of the race. It is uphill from 
that point through Heart-
break Hill at mile 21. 

The support of all his 
family and friends carried 
Kasper through those pain-
ful last few miles. Kasper 
wishes to thank everyone 
who made the race possi-
ble and also thanks the city 
of Boston for an incredible 
weekend. Kasper’s time 
was 3:08:54 and he feels 
wonderful about that ac-
complishment. He shared 
that when he first arrived 

in the city of Boston, the 
noise of the thousands 
spectators on hand for the 
race gave him the endur-
ance to make it to the finish 
line on Boylston St. 

Participants had to 
run a qualifying time to be 
able to participate in the 
marathon. The age group 
Kasper ran in required a 
qualifying time of three 
hours or faster. 

The marathon takes 
place on Patriots Day in 
Boston on the third Mon-
day of April every year. 
This is the first time the 
Boston Marathon has been 

held since April of 2019 
(pre-COVID). 

As a fun way to mo-
tivate Kasper during his 
training, he decided to do 
a fundraiser for the Amer-
ican Cancer Society and 
individuals could “spon-
sor” his run by donation. 
In total, Kasper raised 
$4,238.00. 

FORMER BECKER GRADUATES 
Evan Gruenes and Brandon Kasper. 
Both participated in this year’s Boston 
Marathon.(Submitted photo.)

Becker grad competes 
in Boston Marathon

BRANDON KASPER is pictured 
with credentials. (Submitted photo.)
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Proudly 
serving the 

communities of 
Becker, 

Big Lake, 
Clear Lake and 

Clearwater!
We appreciate 

your 
business and 
readership!

Sports News
Be a Patriot Page 

Sponsor! Call 
763.275.0275 to 
secure your ad

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Appreciative of our 
local newspaper! 

We proudly support 
our communities

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Mon. - Thu., 9am-5pm; Fri. 9am-1pm

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Call us for 
your business 

insurance needs.

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Mon. - Thu., 9am-5pm; Fri. 9am-1pm

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Bundled options 
available, call today 

for your quote.

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Mon. - Thu., 9am-5pm; Fri. 9am-1pm

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Life insurance, make 
sure you have the 
right protection.

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Mon. - Thu., 9am-5pm; Fri. 9am-1pm

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Do you own a boat, 
ATV, motorcycle or 
RV? Call today for a 

free quote.

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Mon. - Thu., 9am-5pm; Fri. 9am-1pm

PROUD SPONSOR
OF THE 

NEWSPAPER,
EVENTS, ACTIVITIES

AND BUSINESSES
IN OUR LOCAL

COMMUNITIES!

763-262-5850
tjpottertrucking.com

Grateful for our 
community newspaper 

and all the events 
covered in our 

surrounding areas!

612.298.3608
Sarawaytashek 

@edinarealty.com

Good Luck Athletes!

KEEP YOUR FAMILY SAFE
Furnace & A/C Systems

Starting 
at

$105/mo.
Financing available

Ace Heating And 
Air Conditioning

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

Call 763.389.2647
www.AceHeatingAndAirInc.comGET A NEW 

FURNACE!
• • •• • • • • • • • • • • 24 hour service • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

HOLIDAY WEEKEND SCHEDULE:
Open Friday, Saturday & Sunday Holiday Weekends!

Memorial Day - May 27, 28 & 29 
4th of July - July 1, 2 & 3 
Labor Day - Sept. 2, 3 & 4

• Gates open for shopping 1/2 hour before sunrise
• FREE admission and parking for visitors

Wright County Swappers Meet
Minnesota’s Largest Seasonal Outdoor Flea Market!

More information at wrightcountyswappersmeet.com
13594 100th St. NW, South Haven 

Kevin & Laurie Miller • 320-274-9005
3 mi. W of Annandale on Hwy. 55, 2 mi. N on CR3, 1/4 mi. E on 100th St NW

NOW 
OPEN!

Dealers! Set up on your trailer or tables - food on site. 
Begin set-up at 12 noon day before the sale 

or prior to 6 am day of sale.

Store Hours:
Mon-Fri - 10 am to 6 pm
Sat - 10 am to 4 pm, Sun closed

• New & Off-lease PCs and laptops
• On-site tech support (business or home)
• Computer & laptop repair (PC & Mac)
• Data Recovery
• Upgrades & Virus Removal
• Computer Tune-ups

Sales • Service • Support

320.654.9703
We Create Solutions!

2946 West Division Stree • Behind

By Bill Morgan, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

The Becker Bulldog 
girls and boys track teams 
held their yearly picnic at 
the Becker City Park and 
handed out several awards 
to the team.

Girls Squad
Academically, the girls 

earned the Team Gold Stan-
dard for their GPA given by 
the MSHSCA.  All Con-
ference Academic went to 
Paige Maunu, Sarah Woel-
fel, Skylar Schug, Kayla 
Gruenes, Regan Hausmann, 
Brooklyn Karel, Alea 
Briggs, Lexi Rose, Lauren 
Woelfel, Abby Atwood, 
Reese Hausmann and Ol-
ivia Maunu.

All State Academic 
went to Sarah Woelfel, 
Lexi Rose, Lauren Woelfel, 
Paige Maunu, Alea Briggs 
and Brooklyn Karel.

Special awards given:
Scholar Athlete - 

Kayla Gruenes;
High Point Scorer - 

Lexi Rose;
Most Dedicated - Ella 

McDonald;

Most Improved - 
Brooklyn Karel;

Rookie - Karen Sou-
lane and Ella McDonald;

Bulldog Spirit Award 
- Kayla Paulson and Kayla 
Gruenes.

All Conference - 
Lexi Rose, Ella McDon-
ald, Sarah Woelfel, Paige 
Maunu, Katelyn Brower, 
Abby Atwood, Kayla 
Gruenes, Alea Briggs, Lau-
ren Woelfel.

Honorable Mention 
- Kylee Morton, Regan 
Hausmann, Reese Haus-
mann, Kailey Thompson, 
Lexi Rose, Brooklyn Karel, 
Alea Briggs, Ella McDon-
ald, Olivia Babler, Lauren 
Woelfel.

New Additions to 
Becker Honor Roll: 
Paige Maunu - shot and 
long jump,  Lauren Woel-
fel - Pole Vault     Regan 
Hausmann - 300 hurdles      
kailey Thompson - 300 
hurdles     Sarah Woelfel - 
100 hurdles     Ella McDon-
ald- 3200 and 1600    Olivia 
Babler - 3200    Lexi Rose 
1600 and 800    Brook-
lyn Karel - 800    Katelyn 

Brower - 800.
State Meet Entrants 

and All State Awards: 
Lexi Rose, Ella McDonald, 
Alea Briggs and Brooklyn 
Karel.

The team says “fare-
well” to their four seniors 
- Madalynn Finney, Skylar 
Schug, Paige Maunu and 
Sarah Woelfel. 

“They have all been 
with us and each contrib-
uted a lot to our team,” said 
Head Coach Trish Kealy.  
“We will miss them next 
year and wish them the 
best!”

Kealy also thanked ev-
eryone for the support her 
team received this season.

“The parents, the cov-
erage by the newspaper 
and the activities office,” 
she said. “I would also like 
to give a shout out to the 
other coaches on our staff 
who each do a wonderful 
job with our teams — Paul 
Schmidt, Dustin Weege and 
Tony Miller. We look for-
ward to next year!” 

Girls track team 
holds year-end picnic

SPECIAL AWARDS were handed out at last week’s track & field picnic at City Park. (Submitted Photo).

By Mark Kolbinger,
Contributing Writer

The Becker Bulldog 
boys tennis team had a re-
cord-setting spring, qualify-
ing for the state tournament 
for the first time in program 
history and setting a pro-
gram record for wins in a 
season.

This week, the man 
in charge of the program, 
Hokan Bengtson, was hon-

ored by being named the 
MSHSL Class AA Coach 
of the Year.

“I am humbled and 
honored to be selected as 
the AA Coach of the Year,” 
Bengtson said. “This is 
truly an honor and a bless-
ing. It really is a tribute to 
the players and coaches that 

have worked so hard to get 
our program to this point.”

State tennis coaches 
vote on the eight Section 
Coaches of the Year and 
then those eight winners are 
up for the state award.

“There are many 
coaches in AA that are 
worthy of this award, so 
I am thankful to my peers 
that voted for me and 
again humbled, thankful 
and blessed to receive this 

award,” Bengtson added.  
“This year we had a lot of 
help behind the scenes by 
Brent Scheideman, Phil 
Gudim, Jason Dilly, Steve 
Borst, Aggie Lewendowski, 
Caleb Quernemoen, and 
a host of excellent players 
and parents.”

BECKER TENNIS COACH HOKAN 
BENGTSON was recently named the 
State Class AA Coach of the Year. (Sub-
mitted photo.)

Bengtson honored as top tennis coach in MN

By Mark Kolbinger,
Contributing Writer

Becker High School 
Principal Dave Kreft re-
cently was honored as one 
of the top MSHSL baseball 
umpires in Minnesota, as 
he was selected to officiate 
a pair of Class AA State 
tournament games. 

Kreft has been umpir-
ing high school games for 
the past 10 years, after a 
successful stint as a high 
school baseball coach.

“Baseball has been a 
part of my life forever,” 
said Kreft, who played 
collegiately at St. John’s 
University. “Umpiring has 
been a great way for me to 
stay involved in the game.”

To be selected, Kreft 
had to apply to the MSHSL 
and then he was selected to 
be observed by one of the 
state’s baseball clinicians.   

“It was a game early 
in the season,” Kreft said, 
noting that he was in Sar-
tell to officiate the game, 
the same location where 
he worked the state tourna-
ment. “Being observed is a 
great thing because it gives 
me important feedback in 
the areas of mechanics and 
positioning.”

In addition to the ob-
servation, there is also a 
pre-season meeting/clinic 
to attend, as well as a rules 
test that all umpires must 
pass.

Throughout the regular 
season, baseball umpires 
are paired with different 
partners so they can learn 
from one another. Kreft 
feels like that is a great way 
to get better because he can 
pick up pointers from dif-
ferent people.

In the state tournament, 
Kreft worked with a three-
man crew that included 
Larry Midas, who just hap-
pens to be the husband of 
Becker High School Sci-

ence teacher Sue Midas. 
In his first state tourna-

ment game, Kreft worked 
as the first base umpire for 
a game that involved Sibley 
East, his high school alma 
matter. In a twist of irony, 
twenty-eight years ago, 
he was a player for Sibley 
East on a team that just hap-
pened to make it to the state 
tournament.

The MSHSL and other 
states have been afflicted by 
a shortage of umpires that 
has caused postponement 
and cancellation of games 
due to a lack of officials.  
Kreft would like to see 
more people get involved 
in officiating, as it is a great 
way to give back to a sport 
that someone may have en-
joyed as a player.

“Relationships are 
key... just finding a connec-
tion to someone that is in-
volved and can help you get 
started,” Kreft said. “It’s 
about stepping forward and 
getting involved because 
you never know where it 
will take you or how much 
you might enjoy it.”

As for Kreft, he feels 
that umpiring is a great way 
to get his mind off school 
for a few hours in the eve-
ning, although he laughs 
at the fact both positions 
might be a bit similar.

“I think it’s a great way 
for the Becker students to 
see me as a human being,” 
Kreft said. “They find out 

that just like someone else, 
I have hobbies and some-
times they even ask me 
about the games that I um-
pired.”

Each spring, Kreft um-
pires about 15 games during 
the regular season, as he is 
busy with both his job and 
running around to his own 
three children’s activities.

“I plan to do it again 
next year,” Kreft said. “I’ve 
made a lot of great connec-
tions with people through 
umpiring.”

DAVE KREFT, Principal at 
Becker High School, recently umpired 
a pair of games in the MSHSL Class 
AA State Baseball Tournament.  He 
is pictured here before his second 
game, when he was selected to call 
balls and strikes behind the plate. 
(Submitted photo.)

BHS Principal Kreft umpires 
in state tournament

A PITCHER FROM THE SARTELL SWARM softball team delivered this 
pitch as part of the Becker Blast Softball Tournament held at the high 
school during Freedom Days. Perfect weather brought out the avid fans 
who showed their support for the local sports teams.(Patriot Photo by Bill 
Morgan.)
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Classifieds

HANSON PAVING. Residen-
tial & commercial. Driveways, 
parking lots, asphalt, paving & 
asphalt patchwork. No job too 
small. Call for a free estimate 
320-259-7874 office. 3636 
Quail Rd., Sauk Rapids. We 
accept Visa & Mastercard. 
www.hansonpaving.com
________________________

Asphalt/Blacktop

OAK PARK
CREAMERY

See us for all your feed 
needs. Hubbard, Heims, 
Purina & Oak Park brand 
feeds. Crystalyx tubs. We 
specialize in small orders 
of custom made feed. RR 
Corn $194.00/Bag. EN-
LIST E3 Soybeans $50.00/
Bag.

OAK PARK CREAMERY
16623 Ironwood Rd NE

Oak Park, MN
320-968-7864

Farm Supplies

TOTAL LAWN CARE, INC.
Locally owned & operated 
since 1985. Fertilization, core 
aeration, guaranteed control 
of: weeds, crabgrass, mos-
quitoes, ants/ticks/spiders, 
grubworms and Emerald Ash 
Borer. Experience the differ-
ence! 320-685-4131. 
www.lawntlc.info.                            
________________________

Lawn Care
AUTOMOBILES

CASH FOR CARS! We buy 
all cars! Junk, high-end, to-
taled – it doesn’t matter! Get 
free towing and same day cash! 
NEW-ER MODELS too! Call 
1-866-258-6720. (mcn)

DONATE YOUR CAR TO 
CHARITY. Receive maxi-
mum value of write off for your 
taxes. Running or not! All con-
di-tions accepted. Free pickup. 
Call for details. 855-752-6680 
(mcn)

DONATE YOUR CAR, 
TRUCK TO HERITAGE FOR 
THE BLIND. Free 3 Day Va-
cation, Tax Deductible, Free 
Towing, All Paperwork Taken 
Care Of. CALL 1-855-977-
7030 (mcn)

CABLE/INTERNET
BEST SATELLITE TV 
with 2 Year Price Guarantee! 
$59.99/mo with 190 channels 
and 3 months free premium 
movie channels! Free next 
day installation! Call 855-824-
1258. (mcn)

DirecTV Satellite TV Service 
Starting at $74.99/month! 
Free Installation! 160+ chan-
nels available. Call Now to Get 
the Most Sports & Entertain-
ment on TV! 844-558-1767 
(mcn)

DIRECTV Stream - Carries 
the Most Local MLB Games! 
CHOICE Package, $89.99/
mo for 12 months. Stream on 
20 devices in your home at 
once. HBO Max included for 
3 mos (w/CHOICE Package or 
higher.) No annual contract, no 
hidden fees! Some restrictions 
apply. Call IVS 1-866-387-
0621. (mcn)

Earthlink High Speed Inter-
net. As Low As $49.95/month 
(for the first 3 months.) Reli-
able High Speed Fiber Optic 
Technology. Stream Videos, 
Music and More! Call Earthlink 
Today 1-855-679-7096. (mcn)

DISH Network. $64.99 for 
190 Channels! Blazing Fast 
Internet, $19.99/mo. (where 
available.) Switch & Get a 
FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. 
FREE Voice Remote. FREE 
HD DVR. FREE Streaming 
on ALL Devices. Call today! 
1-855-434-0020 (mcn)

FINANCIAL
STOP worrying! SilverBills 
eliminates the stress and 
hassle of bill payments. All 
household bills guaranteed to 
be paid on time, as long as ap-
propriate funds are available. 
Computer not necessary. Call 
for a FREE trial or a custom 
quote today. SilverBills 1-866-
918-0981(mcn)

The COVID crisis has cost 
us all something. Many have 
lost jobs and financial se-
curity. Have $10K In Debt? 
Credit Cards. Medical Bills. 
Car Loans. Call NATIONAL 
DEBT RELIEF! We can help! 
Get a FREE debt relief quote: 
Call 1-866-552-0649.(mcn)

HEALTH & MEDICAL
Attention Viagra users: Ge-
neric 100 mg blue pills or ge-
neric 20 mg yellow pills. Get 
45 plus 5 free $99 + S/H. Call 
To-day 1-877-707-5659. (mcn)

Portable Oxygen Concentra-
tor May Be Covered by Medi-
care! Reclaim independence 
and mobility with the compact 
de-sign and long-lasting battery 
of Inogen One. Free informa-
tion kit! Call 844-716-2411. 
(mcn)

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 350 
plus procedures. Real dental 
insurance- NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get 
your FREE Dental Information 
Kit with all the details! 1-855-
973-9175 www.dental50plus.
com/https://www.dental50plus.
com/midwest #6258 (mcn)

Aloe Care Health, medical 
alert system. The most ad-
vanced medical alert product 
on the market. Voice-activated! 
No wi-fi needed! Special offer! 
Call and mention offer code 
CARE20 to get $20 off Mobile 
Companion. Call today! 1-855-
654-1926. (mcn)

MISCELLANEOUS
LONG DISTANCE MOV-
ING: Call today for a FREE 
QUOTE from America’s Most 
Trusted Interstate Movers. Let 
us take the stress out of moving! 
Speak to a Relocation Special-
ist, call 877-327-0795. (mcn)

FREE AUTO INSURANCE 
QUOTES for uninsured and in-
sured drivers. Let us show you 
how much you can save! Call 
855-995-2382 (mcn)

BATHROOM RENOVA-
TIONS. EASY, ONE DAY 
updates! We specialize in safe 
bathing. Grab bars, no slip 
flooring & seated showers. Call 
for a free in-home consultation: 
855-836-2250. (mcn)

NEED NEW FLOORING? 
Call Empire Today® to sched-
ule a FREE in-home estimate 
on Carpeting & Flooring. Call 
Today! 844-785-0305 (mcn)

Never clean your gutters 
again! Affordable, profession-
ally installed gutter guards pro-
tect your gutters and home from 

de-bris and leaves forever! For 
a FREE Quote call: 877-761-
1449 (mcn)

The Generac PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery storage system. 
SAVE money, reduce your re-
liance on the grid, prepare for 
power outages and power your 
home. Full installation services 
available. $0 Down Financing 
Option. Request a FREE, no 
obligation, quote today. Call 
1-877-381-3059. (mcn)

Prepare for power outages 
today with a GENERAC 
home standby generator. $0 
Money Down + Low Monthly 
Pay-ment Options. Request a 
FREE Quote. Call now before 
the next power outage: 1-877-
228-5789 (mcn)

Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 15% 
off Entire Purchase. 10% Se-
nior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-855-577-1268. Promo Code 
285. (mcn)

Safe Step. North Americas #1 
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive 
lifetime warranty. Top-of-
the-line installation and ser-
vice. Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 Off 
for a limited time! Call today! 
Financing available. Call Safe 
Step 1-844-290-5083. (mcn)

PROTECT YOUR HOME 
from pests safely and afford-
ably. Pest, rodent, termite and 
mosquito control. Call for a 
quote or inspection today 844-
949-4528 (mcn)

Vivint. Smart security. Pro-
fessionally installed. One 
connected system for total 
peace of mind. FREE profes-
sional instal-lation! Four FREE 
months of monitoring! Call 
now to customize your system. 
1-855-962-5554(mcn)

WANT TO BUY
PAYING TOP CA$H FOR 
MEN’S SPORT WATCHES! 
Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek 
Philippe, Heuer, Daytona, 
GMT, Submariner, Speedmas-
ter.. Call: 866-314-9742. (mcn)

TOP CA$H PAID FOR OLD 
GUITARS! 1920-1980 Gib-
son, Martin, Fender, Gretsch, 
Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite, 
Rick-enbacker, Prairie State, 
D’Angelico, Stromberg. And 
Gibson Mandolins / Banjos. 
866-470-1643. (mcn)

Minnesota Newspaper Association Classifieds

220 USED CARS to choose 
from. We also BUY used cars. 
Guaranteed Approval! Brandl 
Auto Connection, 559 Hwy 10, 
St. Cloud (next to the red barn 
Dairy Queen). 320-229-1900. 
Apply online at: 
www.BrandlAutoConnection.com
________________________

Used Cars

Young @ Heart

3rd Thurs. Each MonTh, 
11:30 Lunch and PrograM
rEjoicE LuThEran church 

cLEarwaTEr, Mn

Seniors

Game Time

PUZZLE to Page 4B

DESKTOPS AND LAPTOP 
REPAIR. On-site or drop off. 
Computer cleanup - upgrades. 
Big Lake, 763-263-7070.
________________________

Computers

MURPHY
CHEVROLET

New & Used Cars & Trucks
(320) 968-6239

www.murphychevrolet.com

Automotive

HASSAN SAND & 
GRAVEL has a large se-
lection of decorative rock, 
pulverized & screened top-
soil, all types of driveway 
aggregates, wood & rubber 
mulch, landscape supplies, 
play/volleyball/mason sand, 
fieldstone boulders, steps & 
natural quarry stone, syn-
thetic turf products. M-F 
7am-4pm & Sat. 7am-noon, 
13530 Williamdale Rd., 
Rogers. 763-428-2393.
www.HassanSand.com

Clip this ad & save $20 
off your purchase of 

$100 or more!
Exp. 11/13/22

Landscaping Supplies

 
 

Sun. - June 26, 2022:
•National Beautician’s Day
•Bar Code Introduced: Anniver-
sary, 1974
Mon. - June 27, 2022:
•National Sunglasses Day
•National HIV Testing Day
Tues. - June 28, 2022:
•National Insurance Awareness 
Day
•Moon Phase: New Moon      
Wed. - June 29, 2022:
•National Camera Day
•George Washington Goethals: 
Birth Anniversary, 1858 
Thurs. - June 30, 2022:
•World Social Media Day
•National Handshake Day
Fri. - July 1, 2022:
•ID Your Pet Day
•Resolution Renewnal Day
National Postal Worker Day
•Halfway Point of 2022
Sat., July 2, 2022:
•First Solo Round the World Bal-
loon Flight: Anniversary, 2002

This Week’s 
Calendar Events:

Sylva brand mulch. 
Premium topsoil &  

garden compost - bags 
and bulk. Landscape 

timbers and fence 
posts. 11680 Hwy 10 SE, 
Becker, 612-986-7306.

Low cost delivery  
available.

DISCOUNT 
POST & POLE

MULCH & SOIL

NOTICE: Outdoor Furnace, 
Parts and Supplies, High 
demand and limited avail-
ability. Plan and look ahead. 
Reserve now to have one 
for this summer or fall instal-
lation. We feature Central 
Boiler furnaces and products 
for complete installation. We 
have Financing available, 
26% Tax Credit available on 
some models. Reserve today  
Class-Act Outdoor Furnace 
763-972-6255                              
________________________

Outdoor Furnaces

 
Big Lake Senior Center

The Big Lake Senior Club meets Tues., 1-4pm, Big Lake City 
Hall, 160 Lake St. North. 

We would love to have you join us for card games, refreshments  
& conversation. 

For More Information Call: 
(763) 309-1010 and/or (763) 207-8703

   

 
 
  

 
   
   
  
  

Becker Area Senior Center (BASC) Upcoming Events

BASC NOW AT BCC! ALL AREA SENIORS WELCOME.
SENIOR CENTER OPEN MON. - FRI. 5AM-5PM.  

COFFEE IS ON AT 5AM. COME DROP IN!
Mon., June 27: 9am-Cribbage, bring a partner.
Tues., June 28: 9am-5 Cards/Conversation; 10:15am-Nordic Walking
Wed., June 29: 10am-Bean Bag Blowout.
Thurs., June 23: 9am-Cards/Conversation; 11am-Make/Take Craft; 
6pm-Beaded Tapestry Class, registration required. See library.

Becker Community Center: 763-200-4271
Blood Pressure available whenever BASC is open  

Send activity/class opportunities to: basc.becker@gmail.com
Planning Mtg. 3rd Wed. @ 1pm - Next Board Mtg. July 20, 3-5pm.

“Save the Date for the Annual Mystery Trip Aug. 31st!”

Pick up a copy 
of the PATRIOT 

at the following 
locations:

CLEARWATER: 
Coborn’s; 
Palmer:  

General Store;
SANTIAGO: 

General Store; 
BECKER: 

Food Pride, 
PATRIOT office; 

BIG LAKE: 
Coborn’s

NOW HIRING. Experienced 
Climber and Ground Crew. 
Pay depends on experience. 
Call Jake 612-578-9028.
________________________

Employment

                                     Week of June 26, 2022             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

MISCELLANEOUS

YOUR AD HERE! 
One phone call & only $279

to reach a statewide audience 
of 1.7 million readers!!! 

1-800-279-2979

FARM EQUIPMENT MISCELLANEOUS

WANTED TO BUY

PETS

OWN TILLABLE 
AND TIMBER LAND? 

Earn $3,000-$5,000 every year. #1 
Hunting lease company in Ameri-
ca. Upfront payments from hunters. 
Base Camp Leasing 888/871-1982

WANTED: 
ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES 

Running or not. Titled or not. Cash 
in exchange. Sell now while prices 
are high! Call Dan at 612/720-2142

USE HAPPY JACK® 
Kennel Dip as an area spray to control 
Lyme disease ticks,  eas, stable  ies, 
& mosquitoes where they breed. At 
Tractor Supply® (www. eabeacon.com) 

VIVINT. SMART SECURITY 
Professionally installed. One con-
nected system for total peace of mind. 
Free professional installation! Four 
free months of monitoring! Call now to 
customize your system 888/801-9665

DISH NETWORK
$64.99 for 190 Channels! Blazing fast 
internet, $19.99/mo. (where avail-
able.) Switch & get a FREE $100 Visa 
gift card. FREE voice remote. FREE 
HD DVR. FREE streaming on ALL 
devices. Call today! 855/562-4309

DONATE YOUR CAR 
truck or boat to Heritage For The 
Blind. Free 3-day vacation, tax de-
ductible, free towing, all paper-
work taken care of 844/220-9501 

THE GENERAC PWRCELL 
a solar plus battery storage system. 
Save money, reduce your reliance on 
the grid, prepare for power outages 
and power your home. Full installa-
tion services available. $0 Down  nanc-
ing option. Request a free, no obliga-
tion quote today. Call 888/913-5895 

LOOKING FOR ASSISTED LIVING
memory care, or independent living? 
A Place for Mom simpli es the pro-
cess of  nding senior living at no cost to 
your family. Call 888/715-1720  today!

BOGO  
40% OFF
ENDS 8/31

833-896-0016

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
PLUS $1600 OFF

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present 

offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 

1-844-290-50831-844-290-5083
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Becker - Organizations
Becker American Legion Auxiliary

The auxiliary meets the second Tues. of the 
month at 7pm.. For info please contact Paula Hinds 
(President) at (763) 262-6679 or see John Riebel or 
Nellie Simpson at Becker True Value.

Becker American Legion Post 193
Becker Legion meets the second Tues. of every 

month at 7pm at Becker Legion (old fire hall.)
Becker AA Meeting

Becker Group of Alcoholics Anony-
mous meets Thurs., 8pm at Mary of the Vis-
itation, 12100 Sherburne Ave, Becker. For 
information, call/text (320) 247-4732 or email  
beckeraagroupmn@gmail.com

Becker Boy Scout Pack 92  Cardboard, 
Paper & Aluminum

Bring your aluminum cans to the trailer lo-
cated near Becker True Value. Paper & cardboard 
recycling location is at the Becker Community 
Center, please remember to flatten the cardboard 
& absolutely no garbage on the first Sat. of every 
month. There will be a Scout there to help unload  
between 9am-12pm. Thanks for your support!

Becker Evangelical Ministries
Every Wed., 6-7:30pm at Becker Middle School. 

GYM 45 - growing young men. HIS KIDZ - K-3rd 
grade. G.I.R.L.S. GROUP - 4th & 5th grade girls. 

B e c k e r  F r e e  C h u r c h  ( 7 6 3 ) 
261-4125  o r  r eg i s t e r  on l ine  a t  
www.becvkerfreechurch.org (under Youth  
Connection click “Event Registration”).

Becker Food Shelf 
Open Tues., 9-11am & Thurs. 4-6pm. The food 

shelf is  located 12060 Sherburne Ave. in City Hall. 
(763) 261-4612.

Becker Hearts & Hands Quilt Guild
Meet 2nd Mon. of month at 7pm. Becker 

Baptist Church. Contact Elizabeth Steckelberg  
(320) 259-9542.

Becker Lions Club
Meetings are held the second Mon. each 

month at 7pm at Becker City Park. Dale Seavert  
(320) 290-5342.

Becker Lions Collecting Items to Recycle
The Becker Lions are collect-

ing used eyeglasses (no cases please) 
and hearing aids.  Collection buckets are  
located at the Becker Community Center, Insight Eye 
Care and Becker Bill’s Family Foods.  We are no lon-
ger collecting used cell phones or printer cartridges.  
If you have any questions please contact Lion Dale 
Seavert at (320) 290-5342 (phone or text) or by email 
at djseavert@gmail.com.

Becker Sons of the American Legion Squadron 
193

Meets the third Tues. of each month at 7 pm at Becker  
Legion (old fire hall). Looking for new members.  
Commander John Fischbach (320) 249-0579.

Becker Beyond the Yellow Ribbon Meeting
The monthly meetings are held 6 pm the 

third Thurs. of the month at Becker City Hall. 
(320) 980-2752 or see the state website at  
www.beyondtheyellow ribbon.org.

Compassion Connection
A 501(c)(3) community-based non-profit. We 

partner with local & private child welfare agencies. 
We fulfill emergency requests to expedite safe 
placement of babies & children & assist aged-out 
youth as they transition.

At our Resource Closet, we are commit-
ted to helping not only the foster community 
but families in need making the most items in 
our Resource Closet available to all. We host 
regular events to encourage awareness & mo-
tivate community participation in support of 
our most vulnerable children. For more info:  
www.theccompassionconnectionmn.com. 

Dementia Support Group
The fourth Wed. of each month at 10-

11am, Room 19 at Becker Community Cen-
ter, 11500 Sherburne Ave. No cost to join. 
Tami Kolbinger at (612) 590-2449 or email  
tjkolbinger@ gmail.com.

Great River Faith in Action
If you are a senior, age 60 & above, fam-

ily caregiver or an individal in need of ser-
vices, Great River Faith in Action can provide 
volunteer transportation, chore services &  
grocery shopping assistance. We are community sup-
ported by individuals, organizatins & businesses. Our 
two fundraisers each year are in Mar.-Gala at Rock-
woods, & Aug.-Golf Scramble in Becker. 

We are looking for volunteers to help eldery 
or disable people in our community. Especially vol-
unteer drivers. FIA also has a Furniture for Families 
Program that assists struggling families with basic 
furniture needs when they have no other place to turn. 
Call (763) 263-4277 or www.frfia.org.

Snake River Free Mission Church 
Hymn sings are held every other month on the 

second Sun. at 4:30pm. Check Snake River Church 
FaceBook page for updates. 5 mi. N of Hwy 10 on 
CR 11, 1.5 mi. E on CR4 & then L on 180th Ave 
(8940 180th Ave), Becker. Mary (612) 219-8648. 

Sherburne National Wildlife Refuge
The Refuge is open to vistors year-

round during the daylight hours. The Ref-
uge is located at 17076 293rd Ave,  
Zimmerman. Call (763) 389-3323 or sherburne@
fws.gov

Big Lake - Organizations
Big  Lake Ambassador

“Empowering young ladies of Big Lake to be  
women of tomorrow through Community Service.  
Topromote leadership, professional development  & 
personal growth with an opportunity to earn an ed-
ucational scholarship. Core Values - Honesty, Re-
spect, Loyalty & commitment.” Information about 
 program email: biglakeambassadors@gmail.com or 
biglakejuniorambassadors@gmail.com.

Big Lake American Legion Post #147
Meets the first Thurs. of the month @ 7 pm. 

Community Room by the Big Lake Police Station, 
790 Minnesota Ave, Big Lake 55309. Please contact 
Commander Paul Seefeld (612) 801-7731. 

Big Lake OPEN AA Meetings
Mon., 7pm at the Church of Mary of the Visitation  

Catholic Church, Big Lake. Big Book Study, Handicap  
Accessible. Questions? Contact: Rob, (763) 218-
5328.

Big Lake Al-Anon
Meetings held Mon., 7pm at Mary of 

the Visitation Catholic Church - Big Lake 
Annex, “lawn chairs outdoors when weather  
permits.”

Newcomers encouraged - we are a very wecom-
ing group! Laurie (763) 218-5330.

The Big Lake American Legion Auxiliary 
Meets the first Tues. Mar.-Dec.  at 6:30pm. in the 

Senior Citizen Center at Big Lake City Hall. Please 
contact Kathy at (763) 263-6093 for information.

Big Lake / Becker Mops
Mother’s of preschoolers Group meets the 

second & fourth Wed. of the month (Sept.-May) at 
Becker Baptist Church, 9-11:30am.

Big Lake Beyond the Yellow Ribbon
The Big Lake Beyond the Yellow Ribbon meets 

at 6:30pm on the third Mon., of each month in the 
Community Room adjacent to the Big Lake Police 
Dept. & the Big Lake Library.

Big Lake Community Food Shelf 
The Big Lake Community Food Shelf hours 

of service are Mon. & Thurs. 5:30-7:30pm & Wed. 
9-11am. We also serve clients every “Freebie Fri-
day” from 11:30am-12:30pm., providing produce, 
dairy, & bakery goods. Our new, “Pop-up Pantry”, 
from 11:30am-12:30pm every Tues.To volunteer call 
(763) 263-2432 or www.blcfs.org.

 Big Lake Day of Prayer
Big Lake meets year round the first Wed. of the 

month, at 7am for a prayer breakfast at Big Lake High 
School flagpole.

The Big Lake Lions 
Looking for community minded people to join our  

organization. If interested in getting involved with our  
organization, please contact any Lion member or 
send a note to P.O. Box 128, Big Lake, MN 55309 
or (763) 263-2218.

LC of Big Lake Lioness
If you are interested in learning more about the 

LC of Big Lake Lioness you can catch us on FB: 
www.facebook.com/BigLakeMnLionessClub, or at-
tend any meeting held the second Mon. of the month 
at the Lions Park on CR5. social starts 6:30pm, meet-
ing 7pm. All are welcome to attend to learn more 
about the club. 

Big Lake Narcotics Anonymous Meetings
Big Lake Living Clean NA meeting Sun., 7pm,  

Bridgeview Assembly of God Church, 20500 Co. Rd. 
11, Big Lake, MN, (763) 482-1695.

Big Lake Women of Today
Hold a monthly general meeting at Senior  

Activity Center located in the Big Lake City Office 
Building on the 3rd Thurs. of the month @ 7pm.  
Contact Natalie @ (612) 518-3504 or  
f i n d  u s  a t  F a c e B o o k  o r  
www.biglakewomenoftoday.webs.com.

God’s Grub Community Meal
Second Sun. of every month, 4:30-6:30 pm. Saron  

Lutheran, Big Lake, 311 Lake Street South. Served 
curbside, ready to go.

Living with Parkinson’s Under The Age of 65
If you or anyone you know is65 or under & have 

been diagnised with Parkinson’s Disease, you are 
welcome to attend our group. We meet the third Tues-
day of each month, 6pm at Saron Lutheran Church, 
311 Lake Street So., Big Lake, MN 55309.  

Specific topics will be scheduled along 
with open forum. Family/Friends are welcome! 
Any questions, please call Camille Johnson at  
(763) 350-7401.

Moms in Prayer
M e e t s  w e e k l y  t o  p r a y  f o r 

their  children & the school they  
attend. Information: www.momsinprayer.org  
or Colene Stenberg (763) 263-6809 or  
stenbergjc@outlook.com

Announcements

Public Notices

Office of the Minnesota 
Secretary of State

Certificate of Assumed Name
Minnesota Statutes, 

Chapter 333
The filing of an assumed 

name does not provide a user with 
exclusive rights to that name. The 
filing is required for consumer 
protection in order to enable cus-
tomers to be able to identify the 
true owner of a business.
ASSUMED NAME: MRitten 
Maintenance
PRINCIPAL PLACE OF BUSI-
NESS: 723 13th Ave SE Apt 101 
Saint Cloud Minnesota 56304 
United States
NAMEHOLDER(S):
Name: 
Michael Gerard Ritten
Address: 
723 13th Ave SE Apt 101 Saint 
Cloud Minnesota 56304 United 
States

If you submit an attachment, it 
will be incorporated into this doc-
ument. If the attachment conflicts 
with the information specifically 
set forth in this document, this 
document supersedes the data ref-
erenced in the attachment.

By typing my name, I, the un-
dersigned, certify that I am sign-
ing this document as the person 
whose signature is required, or 
as agent of the person(s) whose 
signature would be required who 
has authorized me to sign this 
document on his/her behalf, or in 
both capacities. I further certify 
that I have completed all required 
fields, and that the information in 
this document is true and correct 
and in compliance with the appli-
cable chapter of Minnesota Stat-
utes. I understand that by signing 
this document I am subject to the 
penalties of perjury as set forth in 
Section 609.48 as if I had signed 
this document under oath.
SIGNED BY: Michael Ritten
MAILING ADDRESS: None Pro-
vided
EMAIL FOR OFFICIAL NO-
TICES: rittenmike70@gmail.com
Work Item: 1317141000028
Original File Number: 
1317141000028
STATE OF MINNESOTA
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 
OF STATE
FILED
06/08/2022
11:59 PM
/s/ Steve Simon
Secretary of State
(Published in the Patriot: 
06/18/22; 06/25/22.)
______________________________________________________

Notice                                                                                                                                                
Request for Proposal

Central MN Council on Aging 
will publish a competitive request 
for proposal (RFP) for the fol-
lowing federal Older Americans 
Act for services in the calendar 
year 2023: Title III E Caregiver 
Support Services.  RFP will be 
posted to our website on or about 
June 22, 2022.  Visit our website:  
www.cmcoa.org for further infor-
mation and RFP.
(Published in the Patriot: 
06/25/22.)
___________________________

Notice of Mechanics Lien Sale
Notice is hereby given that 

pursuant to Minnesota Statute 
§514.18 a Sheriff Sale will be held 
on Wednesday, July 13, 2022 at 
10:00 a.m. at Tom’s Auto Repair 
Inc. 900 Hwy 24, Clearwater Min-
nesota 55320, to dispose of the fol-
lowing abandoned vehicle:

One 2009 Nissan Murano Le 
VIN# JNSAZ18W59W124384 
owned by Rexton D. Laquoi of 
591 Belland Ave Apt 4, Vadnais 
Heights, MN 55127-5077. Being 
auctioned for mechanic’s lien /
storage fees in the amount owing 
$3,507.50 at time of auction.
(Published in the Patriot: 
06/18/22; 06/25/22; 07/02/22).
______________________________________________________

SALE OF ITEMS
Stored at JC’s ULock Storage. 

18055 198th Ave., Big Lake. Unit 
13, Tyrone Comeau. Sale 11:30 
a.m., July 6, 2022. Terms - Cash 
Only.
(Published in the Patriot: 
06/18/22; 06/25/22.)
___________________________

Assumed Names

Sale of Items

Mechanics Lien

Central MN 
Council on Aging 

Notices

BOARD HIGHLIGHTS
This represents a summary of the Regular Meeting of the Board 
of Education of Big Lake Public Schools #727. A complete set of 
minutes will be on file at the District Office and on our website
at www.biglakeschools.org upon Board approval.
I. CALL TO ORDER 

The regular meeting of the Board of Education of Indepen-
dent School District No. 727, Big Lake Schools, was called 
to order on June 16, 2022.

II. ROLL CALL 
All Board members were present except Mr. Dan Nygaard.

III. APPROVE AGENDA 
A motion passed to add Resignation of Cheer Coach to the 
Consent Agenda and approve the amended agenda.

IV. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
V. OPEN FORUM
VI. CONSENT AGENDA 

A motion passed to approve the following:
A. PREVIOUS MINUTES
B. CLAIMS AND ACCOUNTS
C. CREDIT CARD REPORT
D. PERSONNEL
E. APPROVAL OF ONE READ POLICIES: 401, 402, 404, 
405, 406, 408
F. FINAL READING AND APPROVAL OF POLICIES: 534
G. EDUCATION IDENTITY AND ACCESS MANAGE-
MENT BOARD RESOLUTION
H. RESIGNATION OF CHEER COACH

VII. LACROSSE UPDATE
VIII. FINANCIAL REPORT 

A motion passed to approve the financial report and budget 
revisions as presented.

IX. APPROVE 2022-2023 SCHOOL DISTRICT BUDGET 
A motion was passed to approve the 2022-2023 budget as 
presented.

X. APPROVE 2023-2024 LTFM TEN YEAR PLAN 
A motion passed to approve the following resolution:

RESOLUTION ADOPTING INDEPENDENT SCHOOL 
DISTRICT NO. 727

FY 24 LONG-TERM FACILITIES MAINTENANCE TEN-
YEAR PLAN

XI. PRINCIPALS WORK AGREEMENT 
A motion passed to approve the three-year principals work 
agreement as presented.

XII. FIRST READING OF POLICIES
XIII. SECOND READING OF POLICIES
XIV. ESTABLISHING DATES OF CANDIDACY RESOLU-

TION 
A motion passed to approve the following resolution:

RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING DATES
FOR FILING AFFIDAVITS OF CANDIDACY

XV. COMMITTEE UPDATES
XVI. SUPERINTENDENT REPORT
XVII.ADJOURNMENT 
         A motion passed to adjourn the meeting.
(Published in the Patriot: 06/25/22.)

Big Lake  Public Schools #727 Notices

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 6/26/2022 Central

Citizens Alliance Bank seeks applicants for the following positions:
Loan Offi cer - Clara City
Credit Analyst Supervisor - Clara City, Howard Lake
Insurance Agent - Montevideo
Customer Service Representative - Montevideo
Loan Admin Clerk - Clara City, Granite Falls
Controller - Howard Lake
Executive Admin Assistant - Clara City
Teller/Personal Banker - Watertown
Teller - Clara City, Watertown
Credit Analyst - Clara City, Howard Lake
Loan Servicing Specialist - Clara City, Howard Lake
Credit Control Supervisor - Clara City, Howard Lake
Card Services Specialist - Clara City

To view our job postings or Apply Online please visit:
citizensalliancebank.com/careers

WE’RE HIRING!
Our service is at no cost to you, 
as we’re paid by our participating 
communities and providers.

1-888-715-1720

Find the right senior  
living option with our  
free personalized process
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& 

POLICE 
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BOARD HIGHLIGHTS
This represents a summary of the Special Meeting of the Board 
of Education of Big Lake Public Schools #727. A complete set of 
minutes will be on file at the District Office and on our website
at www.biglakeschools.org upon Board approval.
I. CALL TO ORDER 

The Special Meeting of the Board of Education of Indepen-
dent School District No. 727, Big Lake Schools was called 
to order on June 21, 2022.

II. ROLL CALL 
All Board members were present.

III. DISCUSSION ON STATUS OF BIG LAKE CHEER PRO-
GRAMS AND POSSIBLE BOARD ACTION REGARD-
ING CHEER PROGRAMS 
A motion passed to approve the following resolution:

RESOLUTION RELATING TO SCHOOL SPONSORED 
ACTIVITIES AND COMPETITION CHEER

IV. DISCUSSION AND MOTION ON POSTING OF VACANT 
SIDELINE CHEER AND SPEECH COACHING POSITIONS 
A motion passed to post for the position of Sideline Cheer 
Coach. A motion passed to post for the position of Speech 
Coach.

V. ADJOURNMENT 
A motion passed to adjourn the meeting.

(Published in the Patriot: 06/25/22.)

13-Jun: 1 stop sign warning, 1 
animal complaint, 4 record check, 
1 yard parking / junk vehicle ordi-
nance warnings, 5 speed warning, 
1 miscellaneous officer, 1 juvenile 
concern, 1 extra patrol, 1 no proof 
of insurance Citation #281, 1 ex-
pired registration, 1 speed / sus-
pended object warnings, 1 speed 
Citation #282, 1 security check
14-Jun: 1 warrant attempt, 1 
extra patrol, 1 public 
assist, 1 found ani-
mal, 1 domestic, 1 
juvenile concern 
/ domestic, 1 per-
mit to purchase, 
2 record check, 1 
juvenile concern, 
1 equipment warn-
ing, 1 theft, 1 rec-
reational vehicle 
permit, 3 speed 
warning, 1 miscel-
laneous officer, 1 civil, 
1 welfare check, 1 OFP Violation, 
1 expired registration / stop sign 
warnings / no proof of insurance 
Citation #283, 1 driving conduct 
warning, 1 fail to move over for 
emergency vehicle Citation #284
15-Jun: 5 speed warning, 5 extra 
patrol, 2 security check, 1 sus-
picious activity, 2 public assist, 
1 signs down, 1 medical, 1 mis-
cellaneous officer, 1 ATV com-
plaint, 1 speed Citation #285, 1 
hazardous materials, 1 equipment 
warning
16-Jun: 3 extra patrol, 2 expired 
registration warning, 1 driving 
after revocation / no proof of in-
surance Citation #286, 2 speed 
warning, 2 equipment warning, 

1 public assist, 1 miscellaneous 
public, 1 recreational vehicle per-
mit, 1 traffic complaint, 1 civil, 1 
record check, 1 fraud complaint, 
1 miscellaneous officer, 1 security 
check, 1 suspicious vehicle
17-Jun: 1 possession of small 
amount of marijuana Citation 
#287, 6 speed warning, 1 security 
check, 1 Driving after suspension 
/ false name to police citation 

#288, 1 expired regis-
tration warning, 1 

medical, 2 welfare 
check, 2 extra pa-
trol, 1 suspicious 
activity, 1 miscel-
laneous officer, 1 
open door, 1 driv-
ing after suspen-
sion / drive wrong 
way Citation #289, 
1 loud music com-

plaint
18-Jun: 2 public as-

sist, 2 equipment warning, 1 
security check, 2 extra patrol, 2 
medical, 1 cross arm malfunction, 
2 agency assist, 1 found animal, 
1 civil, 1 fireworks complaint, 1 
speed warning, 1 false MN DL / 
underage consumption Citation 
#291, 1 speed warning, 1 fire
19-Jun: 1 DWI arrest, 1 miscella-
neous officer, 2 medical, 2 speed 
warning, 1 civil,1 welfare check, 
1 found property, 1 extra patrol, 
1 Stop sign warning / no proof of 
insurance Citation #292, 1 alarm, 
1 drive in wrong lane of traffic 
warning / medical, 1 domestic 
dispute

Becker Police Department Activity Report
Week of June 13th – June 19th



Patriot, Saturday, June 25, 2022 • Page 3B

Public Notices
Phone and Internet Discounts  
Available to CenturyLink Customers
The Minnesota Public Utilities Commission designated 
CenturyLink as an Eligible Telecommunications Carrier 
within its service area for universal service purposes. 
CenturyLink’s basic local service rates for residential 
voice lines are $15.96-$27.50 per month and business 
services are $34.61-$48.61 per month. Specific rates 
will be provided upon request.
CenturyLink participates in a government benefit 
program (Lifeline) to make residential telephone or 
qualifying broadband service more affordable to 
eligible low-income individuals and families. Eligible 
customers are those that meet eligibility standards as 
defined by the FCC and state commissions. Residents 
who live on federally recognized Tribal Lands may 
qualify for additional Tribal benefits if they participate 
in certain additional federal eligibility programs. The 
Lifeline discount is available for only one telephone 
or qualifying broadband service per household, 
which can be on either wireline or wireless service. 
Broadband speeds must be 25 Mbps download and 3 
Mbps upload or faster to qualify. 
A household is defined for the purposes of the Lifeline 
program as any individual or group of individuals who 
live together at the same address and share income 
and expenses. Lifeline service is not transferable, and 
only eligible consumers may enroll in the program. 
Consumers who willfully make false statements in 
order to obtain a Lifeline discount can be punished 
by fine or imprisonment and can be barred from the 
program.
If you live in a CenturyLink service area, please call 
1-800-201-4099 or visit centurylink.com/lifeline with 
questions or to request an application for the Lifeline 
program.

the CUP is ever rescinded, what happens to the mural?”
In Subd. 6 of Chapter 13 of the Big Lake Code Book 

— it states: Signs that are painted directly on the surface 
of a building may be permitted in business zoning districts 
provided that a conditional use permit (City Code Section 
1050 Conditional Use Permits) is approved by the city. The 
area of painted wall signs shall be calculated as part of the 
maximum total permitted wall sign area for the building.

In Subd. 7, it states: Signs that are on the wall of a 
commercial building that does not abut a public street or is 
otherwise not permitted by this ordinance, or was not ap-
proved through a sign plan review prior to construction of 
the building, may be permitted in business zoning districts 
provided that a conditional use permit (City Code Section 
1050 Conditional Use Permits) is approved by the city. The 
intent of this permit is to allow a sign, with conditions, that 
is visible from other commercial properties or high-traffic 
areas and is not primarily viewed from residential parcels. 
The allowable area of the secondary sign shall be reviewed 
with the Conditional Use Permit application, but may not 
exceed the actual area of the primary business sign.

Hanna Klimmek, Interim City Adminstrator, provided 
the Patriot with the following statement: The mural that 
George Quinn and The Third Rail have been working on is 
something that our City Code doesn’t acknowledge at this 
time. Current Policy requires that both a Conditional Use 
Permit and a Variance be approved by the City Council to 
allow for the mural to be painted on the privately-owned 
building, which resides in the business zoning district. 
With that being said, the property owner could get this 
approved but would have to go through a process in order 
to do so. The City of Big Lake is working to repeal and 
replace three chapters within the City Code, which include 
the Subdivision Ordinance, Zoning Ordinance, and the 
Sign Ordinance. The Code Revision Project will provide 
a great opportunity to include murals within City Policy.”

Quinn disputes the “sign” or “mural” conditions set by 
the city since “they have a mural in the city and it’s called 
the Freedom Rock,” he said. “City planing commission 
members and city council members donated to the Free-
dom Rock Mural Project.”

In the meantime, Quinn and his colleagues vow to con-
tinue their planning and scheduling of the mural painted on 
the building by artist Hunsley, who Quinn said most likely 
will begin preparing the wall for the artwork later in the 
summer or in the early fall.

To help fundraise for the mural, Third Rail Grill in Big 
Lake held a “Heat Wave/Movie Night” Monday, offering 
free soda pop and water to seniors, veterans and first re-
sponders due to the sweltering heat forecasted for that day. 
They also were offering free billiards and board games to 
any guest and then that evening showed the movie Blazing 
Saddles on their large TV in the main area, with all pro-
ceeds going to the fundraising efforts of the mural.

MURAL from page 1

By Katherine Cantin,
Staff Writer
Reporter.Katie@PatriotNewsMN.com

During Tuesday’s 
Becker City Council meet-
ing, the council approved 
several city building and 
street improvements to be 
completed this summer. 

The Make-Up Air 
Units (MAUs), and some 
ducts and safety rails, are in 
need of replacement at the 
wastewater treatment fa-
cility (WWTF), both in the 
press building and the do-
mestic headworks building. 

Three companies bid to 
do the work, and all three 
were invited to the WWTF 
to check out the MAUs. 

Council opted to award the 
work in the press building 
to low-bidder SCR, which 
will cost $48,500. The other 
two bidders each came in 
over $64,000.

For the domestic head-
works building, council 
awarded the bid to Mc-
Dowall Company. Al-
though they were not the 
low bidder, their bid was 
competitive with the other 
two companies and they 
were also willing to install 
safety railings, which the 
other two companies would 
not do. This will cost just 
under $42,000.

McDowall Company 
will also be taking on roof 
repair at the city hall and 

police department build-
ing. Council approved up 
to $23,507 to be spent on 
the project, which is 10% 
higher than the bid price. 
Hopefully, this will keep 
things moving if there are 
any complications discov-
ered as the roof is replaced.

The council also 
awarded bids for 2022 
street improvement work. 
Most of the work will be 
covered by Streets Bond 
Proceeds. 

Public Hearing 
Rescheduled
A public hearing for 

JT2 Properties was sched-
uled for July 5, but had to 
be rescheduled to July 19. 
The city is required by law 

to advertise the public hear-
ing for two weeks prior to 
the hearing in their legal 
newspaper (the Patriot), 
but staff was waiting for a 
survey to come in before 
doing so and missed the 
two week mark.

In Other Business, 
the Board:
• Heard various com-

mittee reports;
• Signed a supple-

mental letter of agreement 
(SLA) in support of work 
on 97th St.;

• Accepted a donation 
from the Lions Club to pay 
for Freedom Days Fire-
works. 

Becker council approves 
improvements around city

Submitted article

(Editor’s Note: The fol-
lowing article was submit-
ted by Benton County 4-H.)

The first Benton 
County 4-H Day Camps 
were held Tuesday in Foley 
and Thursday in Sauk 
Rapids with theme “Get 
Tangled.” The kids solved 
mysteries, successfully 
completed a breakout box, 
made an octopus and pom 
poms with yarn, investi-

gated clouds formed from 
soap, created yarn art and 
even met Canine Correc-
tional Officer Jeff Theil of 
Sherburne County with his 
K9 dog, Storm, on Tues-
day. On Thursday day’s 
camp at the fairgrounds, 
Canine Deputy Derek So-
renson from Sherburne 
County brought his canine 
Bronco. 

“I am super excited 
about how my yarn art 
turned out” said Austynn 

K, fourth grader from Sauk 
Rapids. “I plan to bring my 
project to the county fair to 
get judged.” Several partic-
ipants are setting their camp 
artwork aside to bring back 
to the Benton County Fair 
Aug 2-8th in Sauk Rapids.

Each year the 4-H day 
camps fill with kids excited 
to come and learn. The 4-H 
ambassadors along with 
4-H summer coordinator, 
Mary Goenner, spend hours 
planning specific lessons, 
activities, and crafts cen-
tered around a theme. 

“I love coming to the 
4-H Day Camps.” Said 
MaKenzie M, fifth grader 
from Foley. “Every year 
we do exciting projects and 
I get to learn new things 

while having fun.”
There is still plenty of 

time to sign up your kids. 
Benton County 4-H has 
day camps happening yet 
this summer on Tuesdays 
in Foley and Thursday in 
Sauk Rapids. Call the Ben-
ton County Extension Of-
fice for more information 
320.968.5077.

FRIENDS (L-R) Emmet Gilyard, first grader from Oak Park and Noah Mauer, 
first grader from Foley are busy writing messages with invisible ink at Benton 
County 4-H Day Camp “Get Tangled”. The kids solved mysteries, made yarn art 
and learned how to get out of a tangled mess. (Submitted photo.)

Benton County 4-H’ers “Get 
Tangled” in fun day camps

K-9 DOG, STORM, came to visit the campers at the “Get Tangled” Benton 
County 4-H Day Camp in Foley along with his owner Canine Correctional Officer Jeff 
Theil of Sherburne County. Storm paused to visit (L-R) fifth grader Hailey Manea of 
Sauk Rapids and second grader Nora Larson of Foley. (Submitted photo.)

BENTON COUNTY 4-H’ERS showing off their hard work the put in making a 
yarn octopus during the Benton County 4-H “Get Tangled” day camp in Sauk Rap-
ids. (L-R) fifth grader Logan Herbst from Sauk Rapids, fourth grader Liam Kritzeck 
and second grader Bennet Kristzeck both from St, Cloud. (Submitted photo.)

By Penny Leuthard,
Contributing Writer

A number of miscel-
laneous issues were dis-
cussed during Clearwater 
Twp.’s May and June meet-
ings, including a road issue, 
cleanup day, and various 
complaints.

Complaints
A CUP complaint was 

received concerning a prop-
erty on Co. Rd. 7. Wright 
Co. indicated that the prop-
erty was an expansion of a 
nonconforming use back in 
1975 and 1989. They are in 
the process of doing addi-
tional clean up.

Wright Co. Com-
missioner Darek Vetsch 
informed the board that 
the hazard complaint on a 
Greer Ave. property has 

been determined to no lon-
ger be a public health threat 
as that portion has been 
cleaned up. He encouraged 
the township to continue 
to follow up for additional 
clean up and possibly safety 
issues regarding the home’s 
structure.

The township has 
received complaints of 
properties that have large 
amounts of junk in the 
yards. After discussion, 
it was decided that as the 
township doesn’t want to 
come down hard on own-
ers, letters will be send out 
informing them they need 
to bring their properties 
into compliance. The town-
ship will work with owners 
who aren’t able to do so on 
their own.

Cleanup Day

Clerk Jean Just pro-
vided an update on the 
township’s cleanup day 
held May 21. She reported 
165 residents came through 
the event, bringing in 65 
mattresses and pieces of 
furniture, 76 electronics, 
98 appliances, 283 car and 
truck batteries, and 20 tons 
of scrap metal. Seven 30-
yard dumpsters were filled 
with miscellaneous garbage 
and junk.

Total expenses for the 
day came to $7,659 and 
total income added up to 
$3,417, for a net expense of 
$4,242.

Other Business
During public forum 

at the June meeting, Pat 
Champlain approached the 
board to request help on 
his road, 157 ½ St., as he 

wants to move it to where 
it’s actually supposed to 
be located. Other property 
owners along the road have 
been planting trees in the 
right-of-way.

The board informed 
him that it’s a public platted 
road, but not one the town-
ship maintains. The town-
ship attorney has informed 
them it’s a civil matter and 
there’s nothing the board 
can do in this case.

Vetsch informed res-
idents of available grants 
for broadband, indicating 
at least 1,700 homes have 
already had them awarded.

The next Clearwater 
Twp. meeting will be July 
13 at 7:30 p.m.

Complaints reviewed at Clearwater Twp.

BECKER EIGHTH GRADER SO-
PHIA JIANG was named the winner 
of her class “Whirligig” contest at the 
end of the school year.  Jiang created 
the design after reading the novel 
Whirligig and was inspired to honor 
all children who bear the burden of 
fighting against cancer  (Submitted 
photo.)
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• BECKER
Grace Lutheran Church (LCMS)
Pastor: David M. Johnson, 763-262-7782, 11185 27th Ave SE. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am, Sun. School 10:30am, Wed. J.U.M.P. 6pm.
Becker Baptist Church
Pastors: Nathan Bucher (Senior), Kevin Drehmel (Youth) & Amy Drehmel 
(Dir. of Child/Fam. Ministry), 763-261-4202, 11951 Hancock St. Services: 
Sun. Worship/Children 10:30am, Sun. School 9:15am, Wed. AWANA/
Youth Group 6:30pm during school year. www.beckerbaptist.org. 
Becker Evangelical Free Church
Pastors: Gerald Deppa (Interim Senior), Chris Salvevold (Youth), 763-261-
4125, Becker High School, Office: 11373 150th Ave SE. Services: Sun. 
Worship/Teaching/Fellowship 10am.
Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 12100 Sherburne Ave. Services: Sat. 
Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8:30am & 10:30am. Masses held 1st, 3rd & 5th Sun-
days of the month. (Masses held on 2nd & 4th Sundays in Big Lake).
Faith (Becker) Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Yolanda Denson-Byers & Vicar Molly Wills, 763-261-5751, 11755 
Sherburne Ave. Services: Sun. Worship 9:30 am, Sun. School 8:30am, 
Wed. Confirmation 5:30pm, Senior High Youth Group 1st & 3rd Wed. 6pm  
www.faithlutheran-becker.org.
Oakwood Community Church Assemblies of God
Pastors: Gerry Bass & Sarah, 763-220-6004, 13140 1st St (SW Corner of 
Becker Furniture World). Services: Sun. Bible Study/Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Snake River Free Church
Pastor: Steve Johnston, 612-219-8648, 180th St SE. Services: Sun. Worship/
Sun. School 10:30am., Hymn Sing is second Sun. of every month.
Becker Christian Center & Abundant Grace Church
Pastor: Ken Hanson, 763-262-2177, 15455 59th St SE. Services: Sun. Praise 
& Worship 9:30am, Wed. Family Fellowship 7pm.
Beacon House of Prayer
Pastors: Brian & Linda Holmes, 763-263-3771, 12264 Pleasant Ave. Ser-
vices: Thurs. Worship 6:30pm.
Free Grace United
Pastor: Kevin Wilson, 763-245-0001, Becker High School, 12000 Hancock 
St, Enter door 11. Services: Wed. Worship 6:30pm.

• BIG LAKE
Acts Seventh-Day Adventists Community Church
Pastor: Bill Nixon, 763-263-2287, 20455 187th Ave NW. Services: Sat. 
Worship 9am, Sat. Sabbath School 10:15am.
Bethany Bible Church
763-263-2167, 511 Eagle Lake Road. Services: Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Bridgeview Assembly of God
Pastor: Steve Royalty, 763-263-6274, 20500 County Road 11. Services: 
Sun. Worship 10am, Wed. Service 6:30pm.
SVEA Hill Covenant Church
Pastor: Don Bellach, 763-263-6322, 16392 235th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Cornerstone Baptist Church
Pastor: Gordon Langdon, 763-263-7878, 15300 County Road 35. 
Hope Lutheran Church (ELCA) in Orrock
763-262-0028. www.hopeintherefuge.weebly.com.
IFLESIA AMOR VIVIENTE Living Love Church
Pastores: Juan & Patricia Aguayo, 763-607-5403, 21 Lake St N. Services: 
Sat. 6pm.
Lord of Glory Lutheran Church
Pastor: Marty Mably, 763-263-3090, 15550 190th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
8am & 10am.
Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 440 Lake St N. Services: Sat. Mass 
5pm; Sun. 8:30am & 10:30am. Masses held on 2nd & 4th Sundays of the 
month (Masses held on 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays in Becker).
Riverside Church
Online: www.myrc.church, 763-263-2410, 20314 County Road 14. Ser-
vices: Sun 8:45am, 10:30am & 12:05pm.
Saron Lutheran Church
Pastor: Kyle Sidlo, 763-263-2209, 311 Lake St. S. Services: Sun. Worship 

9:30am, indoors or livestream.

• SANTIAGO
South Santiago Lutheran Church ELCA
Pastor: Daryl Thul, 763-662-2048, 14675 37th St. Services: Sun. 9am in 
Sanctury for the summer months.
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church E.L.S. & Princeton Evangelical School
Pastor: Timothy Zenda, 763-662-2570, 18977 17th St. Services: Sun. 
School/Bible Class 10:30am, Divine Worship 9am.
Glendorado Lutheran (ELCA)
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Shari Routh, 920-573-0193, 1100 186th Ave NE. Services: Sun 
Good Shepherd 9am, Sun. Glendorado 10:30am.
Gethsemane Church (ELCA) – Ronneby
Pastor: Barbara Peterson, 320-983-5002, 14478 78th St. NE. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Glendorado Evangelical Country Church
Pastor: Sam Alfano, 763-662-2244, 16999 Glendorado Road NE. Services: 
Sun. School 9:30am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• CLEAR LAKE
Living Waters Church
Pastor: Mark Stahl, 320-292-0250, 7830 Church St. Services: Sun. Worship 
10am, Wed. Bible Study 6:30pm.
Trinity Lutheran Church Missouri Synod
Pastor: Josh Reber, 320-743-2919, 8641 Main Ave. Services: Sun. Worship 
8:45am, Sun. School 9:45am.
SHED Church - Non-Denomination in Palmer
Pastor: TBD, 320-241-0123, Palmer Town Hall, 4180 105th Ave. Services: 
Sun. 5pm.
St. Marcus Catholic Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-743-2481, 8701 Main Ave. Services: Mon.  
& Wed. Mass 8am, Sat. Confessions 4:15pm, Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. 8am.

• DUELM
St. Lawrence Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-968-7502, 10915 Duelm Road NE. Ser-
vices: Sun. Mass 10am, Tues. Mass 8am.

• CLEARWATER
Clearwater United Methodist Church
Pastor: Alison Hendley, 320-558-2581, 405 Main St. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9:30am.
Freedom Bible Church
605 Lime St. (Old Clearwater Post Office). Services: Sun. Bible Study 
9:30am & 6pm, Sun. Worship 10:45am, Wed. Bible Study 7pm.
Rejoice Lutheran Church – ELCA
Pastor: Jim Bump, 320-558-6851, 1155 County Road 75.  
Services: Sun. School that begins in Worship 9:30am.  
Livestream worship at Rejoice’s Youtube Channel,  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsJGuBda4orT9TWYii5wmGw
Church of St. Luke
Father: Dennis Backer, 320-558-2124, 17545 Huber Ave NW. Services: 
Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8am & 10am, Weekday Mass Tues.-Fri. 8am/
Sat. 9am.
Tri-County Alliance Church
Pastor: David Fogal, 320-558-2750, 8464 160th St NW. Services: Sun. 
School 9am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• SILVER CREEK
Immanuel Lutheran Church
Pastor: Ken Tatkenhorst, 763-878-2820, 11390 Elliot Ave NW. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am
Silver Creek Community Church
Pastor: Zach Pryor, 320-963-3957, 4282 114th St NW. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9am, Sun. Fellowship 10am, Sun. School 10:30am. 

• SAINT CLOUD
Faith Lutheran Church
Pastor: Joshua Reber, 320-252-3315, 3000 County Road SE. Worship: Sun. 
10:15am.

RYAN HUBBARD
763-263-8334 
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Obituaries

A visitation will be from 
5:00-8:00 p.m. Thursday, June 
23, 2022 at Williams Ding-
mann Family Funeral Home in 
Becker for Dana C. Matis, age 
63, who passed away Sunday 
at her home.  

Dana was born August 21, 
1958 in Buffalo to Richard 
& Joan (Olson) Hesley. She 
married Mark Matis on March 
17, 1977 in Zimmerman. Dana 
lived in Becker most of her 
life, and most recently in Lit-
tle Falls for the past few years. 
She worked in construction 
for PCI for 12 years and also 
drove special needs transport 
for Big Lake Schools. Dana 
was a member of Becker 

Christian Center. She enjoyed 
camping, fishing, hunting, gar-
dening, cooking, baking, Fies-
taware, celebrating birthdays, 
hosting and entertaining, and 
spending time with her grand-
children. Dana was caring, 
kind, thoughtful, made every-
one feel important, and was 
full of grace and wisdom. She 
was most proud of her children 
and grandchildren.

Survivors include her hus-
band, Mark of Little Falls; 
children, Richard Matis (Faith 
Bigelow) of Becker, Jacie 
Matis of Seward, AK, and Jen-
nifer (Lance) Strande of Mora; 
brother and sisters, Steven 
(Debbie) Hesley of Big Lake, 
Debra Othoudt of Isabella, and 
Diane (Paul) Palmer of Princ-
eton; and grandchildren, Brit-
tany, Chloey, Vincent, Ryker, 
Dylan, Sean, Tyler, Gage, 
Shane, and Aaron. Dana was 
preceded in death by her par-
ents; and son, Matthew Matis. 

Obituary, Guest Book, and 
Video Tribute available on-
line: www.williamsdingmann.
com

Dana C. Matis, Age 63
Little Falls, MN

August 21, 1958 - June 19, 2022

Memorial Services will 
be at a later date for Donald 
“Don” W. Jacobson, age 85, 
who passed away peacefully 
Friday, June 17, 2022 at Shep-
herd of Grace Senior Com-
munity in Becker. There will 
be a private family burial at 
Snake River Cemetery. Ar-
rangements are entrusted to 
Williams Dingmann Family 
Funeral Home in Becker.  

Don was born on January 
26, 1937 in Minneapolis to 
Edward and Ida (Quiel) Ja-
cobson. He was united in mar-
riage to WaltAnne Benedum 
on September 25, 1959. Don 
proudly served our country in 
the United States Army 82nd 
Airborne. He lived most of 
his life in Becker and worked 
as an Iron Worker for Cham-
pion Erectors. Don retired in 
1990. He enjoyed looking for 
the Lost Dutchman’s Gold 
Mine in Superstitious Mt, 
AZ.  Don also enjoyed nature, 
fishing in Alaska, golfing, 
bird watching, and wintering 
in Arizona. He was a direct 
man who was a great provider 
and hard worker. One of his 
accomplishments in life was 
writing his own book called 
“The Lost Dutchman Mine In 
Plain View.” 

Don is survived by his 
wife, WaltAnne of Becker; 
children, Clayton (Christine 
Lou) Jacobson of Becker, 
and Marjorie (Gene) Greni-
ger of Becker; grandchildren, 
Brianna, Tia, Timothy, Lau-
ren, Joseph, and Grace; great 
grandchildren, Brynlee, Har-
ley, Scarlett, Talon, Lucian, 
and Xavier; and siblings, Mer-
rill of St. Paul and Melvin of 
Owatonna. He was preceded 
in death by his parents; son, 
John; daughter, Beth; brothers, 
Richard, Edward; and sister, 
Annelie. 

Obituary, Guest Book, and 
Video Tribute available on-
line: www.williamsdingmann.
com

Donald W. Jacobson, Age 85
Becker, MN

January 26, 1937 – June 17, 2022
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Interested in being a sponsor for the 
Cops Corner? 

Contact Carol at the Patriot at 
763.275.0275

Team up with your police depart-
ment for a better, safer community

“ASK A TROOPER” by Sgt. 
Jesse Grabow of the Minnesota 
State Patrol

Question: I really liked your 
recent article about the dangers of 
putting your feet up on the dash 
while driving and air bags. With 
the way vehicles are changing, 

can you talk about the other air bags, like side curtains and 
such? Thank you.

Answer: Thank you for the email and I am happy to talk 
about this. First of all, let me say air bags are designed to 
work with seat belts to keep vehicle occupants in a safe po-
sition during a crash — air bags are not effective when the 
motorist is not belted.

You are right with all the changes in vehicle technology. 
Motor Vehicles are federally required to be equipped with 
“Supplemental Restraint Systems” (SRS.) Not all of the 
safety features described in this article are standard equip-
ment, some may be optional depending on the vehicle. 

Air Bag System Components
• Driver and Front Passenger Air Bag
• Supplemental Side Air Bags
• Supplemental Seat-Mounted Side Air Bags (SABs)
• Supplemental Side Air Bag Inflatable Curtains (SAB-

ICs) 
• Supplemental Knee Air Bags
• Knee Impact Bolsters
All of these features and advancements in technology are 

incredible. But again, if people are not belted and seated 
properly these components could injure occupants. Children 
are at an even greater risk or injury from a deploying air bag. 
To keep yourself and others safe make sure you:

• Keep items away from any area where these systems 
can deploy.

• Always buckle up — and insist passengers are belted, 
too. 

• Wear lap belts low and snug across the hips; shoulder 
straps should never be tucked under an arm or behind the 
back — not only is this unsafe, it is illegal. 

• Children under age 13 should always ride in the back 
seat.

• In Minnesota, all children must be in a child restraint 
until they are 4 feet 9 inches tall, or at least age 8, whichever 
comes first. 

If you have any questions concerning traffic related 
laws or issues in Minnesota, send your questions to Trp. 
Jesse Grabow – Minnesota State Patrol at 1000 Highway 
10 West, Detroit Lakes, MN 56501-2205.  (You can follow 
him on Twitter @MSPPIO_NW or reach him at, jesse.
grabow@state.mn.us).
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