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PARKS DIRECTOR GINA HUGO was featured on the CBS Sunday Morning Show last week to 
discuss the heart+land interpretive trail at Two Inlets at Bdé Heháka - Omashkooz Zaaga’igaans 
Regional Park. She was joined by artist Lindsay Buck (not shown) to talk about the project, which 
weaves the historical and cultural stories of plants, animals, and people and celebrates their in-
terconnectedness in the landscape. (Submitted Photo).

Hugo featured on Morning Show

By Ken Francis, 
Contributing Writer

The S herburne C ounty 
Board  is concerned about 
the imp act the cl osing of 
the Becker and rel ocation 
of the Big Lake Post Office 
wil l  have on the residents of 
the area.

Tuesday, the board dis-
cussed some of the issues,  
and p ossibl y a p referred 
resol ution to the p robl em 
that they outl ined in an O ct. 
15 l etter from Board C hair 
Gary Gray to the P ostmas-
ter General .

“I am writing on behal f 
of the S herburne C ounty 
Board of C ommissioners 
to ex p ress serious con-
cern regarding the p oten-

tial  cl osure of the Becker,  
Minnesota Post Office and 
to strongl y advocate for 
the continued op eration of 
U nited S tates P ostal  S er-
vice (U S P S ) facil ities in 
both the C ity of Becker 
and the C ity of Big Lake, ”  
wrote Gray.

The U S P S  p l an is to 
consol idate mail  ope rations 
for Becker and Big Lake at 
the Monticello Post Office, 
which woul d be a burden 
for Becker and Big Lake 
residents.

“W hil e we understand 
the U S P S  must eval uate 
op erational  efficiencies,  
consol idating op erational  

Board discusses 
Becker Post 
Office closing

COUNTY
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By Andrew Diemand, 
Contributing Writer

Del ivering p ower 
where it’s needed— esp e-
cial l y across rural  areas and 
in a demanding Minnesota 
cl imate—i s no easy task. It 
req uires years of p l anning,  
community engagement,  
and coordination across 
agencies and util ities.

That effort is now tak-
ing shap e with the l aunch 
of the N orthl and R el iabil -
ity P roject, a joint initiative 
by Great R iver Energy and 
Minnesota P ower.  P hase 
one of the project, officially 
underway as of O ctober 8 ,  
marks the beginning of a 
major regional  up grade to 

the el ectric transmission 
system—a imed at strength-
ening the grid,  p reventing 
outages,  and sup p orting 
l ong- term energy needs.

The groundbreak -
ing ceremony,  hel d at the 
S herburne History C enter 
in Becker,  cel ebrated the 
start of construction on 
a new 3 45- kil ovol t dou-
bl e- circuit transmission 
l ine—e ssential l y a big, new 
p ower highway.  S p anning 
roughl y 18 0 mil es and six  
counties— from the Iron 
R ange in Itasca C ounty 
down through C entral  Min-
nesota— the l ine rep resents 
the backbone of a l arger,  
mul ti- p hase infrastructure 
pl an.

O fficial s from Great 

R iver Energy,  Minnesota 
P ower,  the Minnesota De-
p artment of C ommerce,  
the P ubl ic U til ities C om-
mission (P U C ),  and the 
Midcontinent Indep endent 
S ystem O p erator (MIS O ) 
were in attendance, sharing 
a vision of a more rel iabl e, 
sustainabl e,  and affordabl e 
energy future for the state.

“This is more than just 
the start of construction, ”  
said P riti P atel ,  V ice P res-
ident and C hief Transmis-
sion Officer for Great River 
Energy. “It’s a pr omise—t o 
our members,  to the state,  
and to the future— that we 
are buil ding something that 
wil l  serve the safety and re-
l iabil ity of Minnesotans for 
decades to come.”

A p p roved by the P U C  
earl ier this year, the pr oject 
carries an estimated cost of 
$970 mil l ion to $1.3 bil l ion 
and is ex p ected to be ful l y 
ope rational  by 2030.

S o,  what does this in-
vestment mean for Min-
nesotans ?  A l ongside 
impr oved grid stabil ity and 
fewer outages,  sp eakers at 
the event emp hasized the 
economic rippl e effects.

“A t its core,  rel iabil ity 
is the foundation for eco-
nomic devel op ment, ”  said 
J osh S kel ton,  C hief O p er-
ating Officer of Minnesota 
P ower.  “The businesses 
we serve today—a nd those 
we hope  to serve in the fu-
ture— requi re a steady sup -
p l y of energy— and l ots of 

it.”
Brian Tul l oh,  ex ecutive 

with MIS O — the regional  
grid op erator serving Min-
nesota and 14 other states—
added: “This pr oject means 
connecting p eop l e and 
businesses across the state 
with the pow er they need to 
thrive.”

The pr oject al so al igns 
with Minnesota’s cl ean en-
ergy goal s.  Katie S ieben,  
C hair of the Minnesota 
P ubl ic U til ities C ommis-
sion,  emp hasized the envi-
ronmental benefits, noting 
that the imp roved trans-
mission system coul d hel p  
reduce carbon diox ide 
emissions by up  to 20 mil -
l ion metric tons annual l y—
roughl y equa l  to the energy 
use of 2.7 m il l ion homes.

“A s we transition to 
more renewabl e energy,  
l ines l ike this are essential , ”  
S ieben said.  “They al l ow us 
to bring more wind,  sol ar,  
and natural  gas p rojects 
onto the grid.”

The N orthl and R el i-
abil ity P roject is one of 
several  regional  efforts 
aimed at modernizing the 
Midwest’s el ectric infra-
structure in the face of in-
creasing demand,  aging 
systems,  and cl imate p res-
sures.

F or Minnesota,  the 
message at the ceremony 
was cl ear: a stronger,  
smarter grid isn’t just a vi-
sion—i t’s a necessity.

A nd with the shovel s 
now in the ground,  that 
vision is starting to take 
shape . 

EXECUTIVES FROM MISO, Michaels Corporation, Great River Energy, Minnesota Department of Commerce, Minnesota Power, 
Public Utilities Commission, and others broke ground Oct. 8  on the Northland Reliability Project in Becker. (Submitted Photo).

Major transmission line project breaks ground in Becker

By Don Bellach, 
Contributing Writer

The l ine in front of the 
Big Lake F ire Dep artment 
began forming at 10:45 
a.m. for rides in a fire truck, 
and Big Lake F ire vol un-
teers were ready.  

BL Firefighters arrived 
at 8 a.m . on S at. O ct. 18, to 
eat breakfast burritos with 
their famil ies before setting 
up  for the BLF D A nnual  
O p en House.   The op en 
house was schedul ed from 
11 a. m.  to 2 p . m.   C ap -
tain S am Hanson said they 
ex p ected between 1, 200-
1,400 pe opl e, t hough as the 
day p rogressed,  he admitted 

that number might be l ow. 
At 11 a.m. firefighters 

del ivered 16 8  p izzas from 
Domino’s P izza and served 
soda p urchased at C ob-
orn’s.   Both businesses sup -
p orted BLF D by offering 
the dep artment sizabl e dis-
counts.   C oborn’s donated 
50%  of the soda that woul d 
be served for the day.   A  
l ocal  restoration comp any 
—  24 R estore —  donated 
480 pum pki ns from Beck’s 
N ursery.  

C hil dren visited sta-
tions around the F ire De-
p artment trying to col l ect 
three or more stamps  to re-
ceive a free p ump kin.   They 
p ut on gear,  l earned about 
gas and el ectric safety,  

p l anned,  p racticed,  and p re-
p ared,  and went outside and 
visited members of the Big 
Lake P ol ice,  MN  S tate P a-
trol ,  DN R ,  and C entraC are 
EMS .

Throughout the after-
noon,  famil ies coul d be 
seen l ugging big orange 
pumpkins around the fire -
house and pa rking l ot.  The 
official name for the pump -
kin giveaway is “P ete’s 
P ump kin P atch, ”  named 
after retired firefighter Pete 
A hrens,  who served from 
198 7 - 2017 .  A hrens grew 
p ump kins for the annual  
event and before the op en BLFD PUT OUT A CONTROLLED BURN that was part of a 

demonstration sponsored by Lindstrom’s Restoration.  (Patriot 
photo by Don Bellach)

BLFD Open House offers fun for everyone

BLFD
to page 2



T O  T H E  E D I T O R :
A ccording to Merri -
am- W ebster,  assassination 
is defined as “murder by 
sudden or secret attack, 
often for p ol itical  reasons.”  
The murder of Charlie Kirk 
fits this definition. The killer 
carved politically charged 
p hrases into shel l  casings 
and took other deliberate 
step s p ointing to a motive 
rooted in hatred for Kirk’s 
conservative message. This 
wasn’t random²it was po-
litical. And it reÀects a dis-
turbing pattern of violence 
from the p ol itical  l eft aimed 
at sil encing voices on the 
right.
S ome commentators were 
upset by my September 15 
l etter to the editor,  which 
called out this reality. Are 
they right to be upset" I 
wrote that “many” on the 
l eft cel ebrated.   The re-
sponse was it was just a 
“fringe few”.  But news 
coverage showing many 
public and online celebra -
tions and polling dispute 
this. F ol l owing the assassi-

nation, <ouGov found that 
only 38� of Democrat re -
spondents said “political vi-
ol ence is never accep tabl e. ”  
That means 62� believe it 
can be justified. This isn’t 
just about one poll. Time 
and again,  the p ol itical  
left²deeply embedded in 
the Democrat Party²has 
used or excused violence to 
resolve political disputes. 
Just last week, the Virginia 
Attorney General candi -
date Jay Jones reportedly 
called for the murder of a 
fel l ow l egisl ator and his 
children. <et Democrats 
continue to support him. 
If my letter doesn’t reÀect 
your personal views, I re -
spect that. But remember: 
when you’re among Dem -
ocrat or l eftist p eers,  sta-
tistically, nearly two out of 
three disagree with you on 
the acceptability of political 
violence. And if you felt 
satisfaction when Trump or 
Kirk were shot, you’ve only 
confirmed the point I was 
making. We must reject 
political violence²clearly, 

consistently, and without 
exception. That starts with 
telling the truth, even when 
it’s uncomfortable. 
D an  Sc h on h ardt 
C h airm an  
Wr igh t C ou n ty 
R epub l ic an s

T O  T H E  E D I T O R :
In Tom Emmer’s 10�11�25 
column, he repeats the Re -
publican lie that Democrats 
want free heal th care for 
il l egal  immigrants.   F ed-
eral law prohibits undoc -
umented immigrants from 
receiving heal th care from 
Medicare,  Medicaid or the 
Affordable Care Act. Per 
Federal law, they can only 
access emergency medi -
cal  care and l imited state 
benefits. Emmer should 
be working to mediate a 
solution to the govern -
ment shut-down. While on 
“vacation” the last month, 
Republicans continue to 
receive pay and taxpayer 
funded health care, while 
over 250,000 federal work-
ers have missed paychecks.  

Meanwhile: ²ACA insur -
ance costs are increasing 
114� annually� many Min-
nesotans risk losing health 
coverage. ²Rural hospi -
tal s that treat l ow- income 
patients will suffer from 
Trump’s payment cuts. 
²45,000 Minnesotans will 
lose SNAP benefits due to 
insufficient funding. ²
MN  food shel ves wil l  l ose 
more than a million pounds 
of food from cuts to the 
Emergency Food Assis -
tance Program. ²Farmers 
are suffering financially, 
with losses of 40� on soy-
bean prices because China 
stopped purchases due to 
tariffs. Cuts to programs 
that hel p  Minnesotas are 
funding Trump’s tax breaks 
to the wealthy. The richest 
10� of Americans will 
see income increases of 
about �13,600 a year, while 
the bottom 10� will lose 
�1,200 a year.     
T eri B ayer
B ec k er M N
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Losing Patience
I remember when I was 

younger I used to enjoy 
watching sp orts on tel evi-
sion. I’d sit in front of the 
TV at night or on weekends 
and watch an entire game of 
baseball, football, hockey 
and occasionally, college 
basketball. Sometimes, 
like on a Sunday, I’d watch 
three consecutive football 
games.

At work the follow -
ing day, all the sports fans 
would be talking about 
some of the big plays we all 
saw and how they helped 
our team win or lose.

But I don’t seem to 
have the p atience to watch 
an entire game anymore. 
I don’t know if it’s just 
something that hap p ens as 
we grow older, or maybe 
I’m just getting more re -
luctant about investing too 
much time on a sports team.

I’m still a sports fan. I 
stil l  have favorite teams in 
baseball, football, hockey 
and college basketball. But 
these days I find myself 
watching highl ight videos 
on <ouTube instead of en -
tire games.

It seems like those 15 
to 20-minute highlight vid-
eos are just the right length 
for my taste. Whoever edits 
them is pretty good about 
making sure most of the 
big plays are covered. And 
I can pause the videos at 
any time for a snack break.

Sure, there are short 
commercial breaks, even 
during the videos. But 
they’re usually 30 seconds, 
nothing like the string 
of endl ess commercial s 
during a televised game. 
These days the typical NFL 
game l asts for more than 
two hours, even though the 
actual playing time is 60 
minutes.

    

I just refuse to sit 
through all the commen -
tators’ remarks, multiple 
camera angle replays and 
commercials just to have 
the game come down a de-
cisive play with less than 
a minute on the clock. It’s 
like I could have been doing 
something productive, then 
just turned on the game in 
the closing minutes.

I remember many years 
ago, my father and I listened 
to a basebal l  game between 
the New <ork Mets (our 
team) and Houston Astros 
on a smal l  transistor radio.  
The game wasn’t televised, 
so the only way to enjoy the 
game was by radio.

The game started at 
7:30 Central time, which 
was 8:30 p.m. in New 
Jersey where we lived. I 
stayed up and listened for a 
few hours. When I went to 
bed, the game was tied, 0-0 
in the 10th inning.

I didn’t know who had 
won until the next morn -
ing. That’s when I saw the 
smashed l ittl e radio on the 
kitchen table. My father 
had stayed up past 2:30 
a. m.  to hear the Mets l ose,  
1-0 in 24 innings.

It’s too bad <ouTube 
wasn’t around back then. 
Maybe that little radio 
would still be around.

By Ken Francis
Contributing Writer
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services into the Monticello Post Office would present sub -
stantial challenges,” he wrote. “Monticello is not centrally 
located for either Becker or Big Lake residents, and the in-
creased travel distance would create unnecessary burdens 
for customers and strain the capacity of the Monticello 
facility.”

Members of the board suggested a combined operation 
location that would serve Becker and Big Lake instead of 
moving ope rations to Monticel l o.

“...which would be less impactful on these communi-
ties than the closure�operational consolidation plans cur-
rently under discussion.”

Tuesday, some of the commissioners weighed in on 
the issue.

Commissioner Gray tried to put the issue into perspec-
tive, comparing other communities with post offices.

“We have to look no further than Clear Lake. It’s only 
got 660 people and it’s got a post office,” he said. “Clear-
water’s got 2,500 people and its got a post office. Becker 
and Big Lake combined have three times that amount of 
people, and they’re not going to have a post office" It 
doesn’t make any sense at all.”

“This is a situation where everybody wants to have 
a post office in their community, but we also have a post 
office that loses money every year,” said Commissioner 
Andrew Hulse. “I think we need to have some creative 
solutions. I think there’s some middle ground to find. 
I would just like to understand the big picture, so it might 
be a good workshop to have at some point.”

The Becker P.O. building was scheduled to close Fri-
day (Oct. 24). For now, the USPS has agreed to put tem-
porary post office boxes at the Becker Community Center.

M essel t E val uation
The board approved a performance evaluation rating 

of “Exceeds Standards” for Administrator Bruce Messelt.
The commissioners met with Messelt Oct. 7 to discuss 

his performance from the period of Aug. 19, 2024 through 
Aug. 19, 2025. Members of the board felt Messelt’s perfor-
mance over the past year has exceeded the county board’s 
expectations.

Messelt’s salary increase for 2025 will result in an an-
nual salary of �235,062. The salary increase for Mr. Mes -
selt is 8.25� or a �17,914 annual salary adjustment.

Vape C ol l ec tion
The board approved an amendment to the SCORE line 

item budget to provide �1,500 towards vape disposal.
The HHS Dept. is partnering with Planning and Zon-

ing to p rovide safe col l ection and disp osal  of vap es that are 
confiscated in schools within the county.

The Sherburne County Substance Use Prevention 
(SUP) Coalition conducted a survey in 2023 to better un -
derstand how county schools collect, store, and dispose of 
confiscated vaping devices. The survey results showed that 
collection and disposal processes varied by school, high-
lighting the need for consistent and safe procedures.

O th er B usin ess
In other actions the board:
� Approved a donation of �2,500 from Mr. Gary and 

Mrs. Ann Gray to the Health 	 Human Services Depart-
ment’s (HHS) Therapy Dog program. The donation will be 
put towards the cost of training services and care needs for 
the HHS therapy dog, Peach�

� Approved the transfer of �100,000 from the Energy 
Transition Aid to support additional Workers Compensa-
tion Self Insurance costs. With the closing of Sherco Unit 
�2, the county received one-time state energy transition 
funds of approximately �455,000 in 2025, placed into the 
General Fund. The transfer will help cover any future un-
expected large workers compensation claims.

FIREFIGHTER JESSE KELLER (L) watches wife Kendra put 
on gear while FF Jake Cihlar (back) offers advice.  FF Colin 
Maki (M) helps Parker Just and FF Jacob Dietrick (R) helps An-
nabelle Norlin.  (Patriot photo by Don Bellach)

house, firefighters would go out to his farm and pick 
pumpkins to give away. 

Outside the firehouse, members from the MN State 
Patrol, Big Lake Police Dept., the DNR, CentraCare, and 
the Sherburne County Mounted Patrol were on-hand to an -
swer any questions the public had for them. 

“It’s not just a Big Lake Fire Open House, but a public 
safety expo,” said Hanson.

Perhaps the biggest event of the day, aside from the 
landing of the Life Link III helicopter, was a controlled 
burn sponsored by family-owned Lindstrom’s Restoration.  
The demonstration emphasized the concept, “Close before 
you doze.”  Close your bedroom door at night to prevent 
fire from spreading throughout the home.   Lindstrom’s, 
based in Plymouth, MN, provides the demonstration to 
Fire Departments across Minnesota for fire prevention 
week.  A model home sits on a trailer featuring two side 
by side rooms – a bedroom and a living room.  The living 
room was set on fire.  It took moments for it to be engulfed 
in Àames. Thankfully, BLFD was on hand to put out the 
fire. 

BLFD
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By Andrew Diemand, 
Contributing Writer

Just in time for its annual 
Open House, the Big Lake 
Fire Department underwent 
a series of essential upgrades 
aimed at imp roving both its 
physical space and internal 
operations²investments that 
local leaders say are about 
more than ap p earances.  
They’re about ensuring the 
dep artment can resp ond 
quickly, safely, and effec-
tively when residents need 
them most.

A fter col l aborating on 
and ap p roving a series of 
parking lot upgrades and re-
pairs in September 2024, both 
the Big Lake City Council 
and Town Board have agreed 
to additional  imp rovements 
for the Big Lake Fire De-
partment (BLFD). The initial 
p hase of the p roject came 
with a price tag of �94,316.30, 
split evenly between the city 
and the town.  N ow,  another 
�20,165 in upgrades has been 
added to fully complete the 
p roject,  bringing the total  cost 
to over �114,000.

That additional  cost,  
once again shared 50�50 
between the city and town, 
will cover two major items: 
�8,750 for seal coating the 
BLFD parking lot, and 
�11,415 for drainage im-

p rovements,  both of which 
are considered essential  to 
maintaining the facility’s in-
tegrity and accessibility.

The contract for the work 
was awarded to Astech Corp. 
of St. Cloud, and seal coat-
ing began earl ier this month 
with the goal of wrapping up 
before the Fire Department’s 
Open House on Sat., Oct. 18. 
Drainage work is expected to 
follow shortly after.

While the exterior 
imp rovements wil l  be no-
ticeabl e to al l  who attend 
Saturday’s celebration, be-
hind-the-scenes upgrades are 
also underway. Following a 
Fire Board meeting in Sep-
tember,  it became cl ear that 
the department’s computer 
system and digital infrastruc-
ture were in urgent need of 
rep l acement.

The current technology, 
officials noted, was outdated 
and affecting the department’s 
ability to map emergencies, 
coordinate resp onses,  and op -
erate efficiently.

The total  cost for the 
technology upgrades is 
�6,242.62, again split evenly 
between the city and town. 
The Big Lake Town Board 
formally approved their 
�3,121.31 share during their 
Oct. 8 meeting, with the funds 
coming from the Fire Capital 
Fund.

The community will get 
a chance to see the newly im-
proved grounds ² and meet 
the dedicated team behind the 
scenes ² during the Big Lake 
Fire Department Open House 
on Sat., Oct. 18. This year’s 
event p romises something 
for everyone: live fire and 
vehicle extraction demon-
strations, helicopter displays, 
face painting, bounce houses, 

p izza,  and more.
Residents are encour-

aged to stop by, enjoy the fes-
tivities, and see firsthand how 
recent upgrades are helping 
the BLFD continue its mis-
sion of p rotecting l ives and 
property in Big Lake.  

THE BLFD BUILDING is getting upgrades both externally as well as internally — just in time for their annual Opn House event 
this weekend. (Photo from Big Lake Township Board’s website).

BLFD receives critical upgrades ahead of Open House

Submitted Article

The public is invited 
to visit Frank Kolbinger, Jr. 
Veterans Memorial Park on 
Saturday, October 25 at 3:30 
p . m.  for a dedication cere-
mony honoring the namesake 
hero from World War II.

A plaque will be unveiled 
that summarizes Kolbinger’s 
incredible military service, as 
wel l  as his commitment to the 
Becker community. 

Kolbinger was part of the 
A l l ied F orces that stormed 
Utah beach in Normandy, 
and he later was seriously 
wounded near Pretot, France 
on July 3, 1944.  Believing 
Frank had been killed in ac-
tion, the US Army notified his 
parents back in Becker of his 
status and they in turn began 

making arrangements for a 
Memorial  S ervice for their 
son.

Weeks later, Frank re-
gained consciousness at a 
military hospital near Mal-
vern in the United Kingdom 
and word trickled back to 
Becker that he was indeed 
alive, although seriously 
wounded.

Kolbinger would ul -
timately return to Becker, 
where he later worked for the 
Becker Post Office and be-
came Postmaster.

Kolbinger’s four surviv-
ing daughters, as well as their 
famil ies and other rel atives,  
wil l  be on hand to dedicate 
the plaque and celebrate the 
l ife of this amazing A merican 
Veteran.

Dedication honoring 
Frank Kolbinger, Jr.

Submitted Article

The Minnesota De -
p artment of Transp ortation 
is asking Minnesota busi -
nesses and residents to pr o-
vide feedback on the final 
draft of the Minnesota S tate 
Rail Plan. 

Comments received 
will be used to guide final 
updates to the plan, which 
shapes the future of Min -
nesota’s rail infrastructure 
and investments.

The Minnesota S tate 
Rail Plan envisions the 
future of Minnesota’s rail 
transportation system over 
the next 20 years. The plan 
describes the imp ortance 
of rail roads to Minneso-
ta’s economy, the state of 
the current rail system and 
trends, and identifies key 
rail  investments that better 
support the transportation 
of goods, services and pe o-
ple throughout Minnesota. 
The plan guides and sup -
ports MnDOT’s efforts to 
integrate rail  with al l  modes 

of transp ortation to effec-
tively move Minnesota.

Minnesota residents 
and businesses can review 
the p l an onl ine at talk .dot.
state.mn.us/state-rail-plan . 
Paper copies are also avail-
abl e for review at eight 
MnDOT District offices 
located in Duluth, Bemi -
dji, Baxter, Detroit Lakes, 
Rochester, Mankato, Will -
mar and Roseville.

Comments submit -
ted online are encouraged. 
W ritten comments can al so 
be submitted by mail to:

Office of Freight and 
Commercial Vehicle Oper-
ations

A ttn:  R obe rt C lark sen
M innesota D epartment 
of T ransportation
395 J ohn I reland B lvd
M S 050
Sai nt P aul, M N  55155
M or e in f or m ation
Visit the project’s Let’s 

Talk Transportation web -
site for the l atest informa-
tion.

MnDOT seeks public 
comments on final draft 
of State Rail Plan



Thank you to our advertisers 
for helping the Patriot stay 

“free” to our readers!

The Patriot Newspaper is proudly serving the 
communities of Becker, Big Lake, Clear Lake and 

Clearwater! We appreciate your business 
and readership!

Thank you to our advertisers 
for helping the Patriot stay 
“free” to our readers!

Area News

We slaughter in-house
Call to book an appointment!

FORMERLY T&R MEATS

105 PINE ST., CLEARWATER • 320-558-6390

• Steaks • Pork Chops • Brats 
• Hot Dogs • Hamburgers 

• Chicken • Roasts & More!

Wild Game Trimming
(Boneless only)
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Keller Lake Commons in Big Lake, now an Assisted Living Community 
offering full apartments ranging from 644 to 956 square feet. Cable is included in rents 

for private pay and housing support (formerly known as GRH) renters. Accepting EW and 
CADI. For more information please contact Nicole Gilder, Housing Director at 

763-263-2363 or check us out online at www.kellerlakecommons.com

Come along with Happy Trails Tours as we travel Southwest to Arizona and 
California on our 20 Day 2026 Motorcoach Winter Escape. SEVEN fabulous nights 
in Palm Springs and FIVE in Lake Havasu during peak season for snowbirds! From 
Joshua Tree National Park to the Oasis Camel Dairy Farm, you’ll experience all that 
Happy Trails is known for.... great tours with a few “out of the way” stops to keep 
you entertained! Add to this 29 meals. Contact Sandy. Email: happy_trails_tours@
yahoo.com. For more info: http://www.happytrailtours.com/

Winter Escape Trip

218-744-4159 (Major Credit Cards Accepted)

Palm Springs & Lake Havasu Feb 11-March 2, 2026

Co mmunit y  U nit ed  M et h o d is t  Ch urch
92 2 5 J as o n Ave N E  - M o nt icello

Sat urd ay ,  N o v 1s t  9am - 3pm
Lefse, Bake Sale, Used-A-Bit, Rada Knives
MAE SPENCER POTTERY Items handmade with love

Handmade Items - Embroidered dish towels, microwave bowls, bowl covers, quilts of 
all sizes, aprons, knit & crochet items, home goods, items for kids, wool mittens, 

pet toys, beds & treats, fleece blankets, Christmas ornaments, AND MORE!
For all you Cookie Monsters - 3rd Annual COOKIE WALK - Sat., Dec. 13, 9am-noon

Sat urd ay ,  N o v 1s t  9am - 3pm
AN N U AL F AL L B AZ AAR

U nit ed  W o men in F ait h

Ronneby 320-968-4197 

Under new 

Darin &Jordan Agnew 

Ronneby 320-968-4197 

O pen 
D aily  

11am t il 
clo s e

“Good Times, Good Food & Good Friends”

Darin &Jordan Agnew Darin &Jordan Agnew 

ownership!

Meat Ra�es & Horse Races 
Saturdays @ 3pm

NEW Saturday Special
Prime Rib

Homemade Soup & Chili 
Every day!

FOLLOW US ON 
FACEBOOK FOR 
DAILY SOUP, LUNCH 
& HANDCRAFTED 
DINNER SPECIALS!

KNOW WHO

YOU’RE BANKING WITH

Meet Kristina Johnson,

your personal Business Banker.

Kristina is a skilled business banker with a decade of
experience helping clients achieve their financial goals

through tailored strategies and expert guidance.

Learn how we can help your business grow.

Visit our website or call Kristina today!
(763) 308-5185

�6inceton
136 N. Rum River Drive
Princeton, MN 55371

(763) 389-4099

�ec0e6
12500 Sherburne Ave

Becker, MN 55308
(763) 261-4200

Monticello
1200 State Highway 25 S.

Monticello, MN 55362
(763) 271-7177

320-391-6824

Located on Main Street, 
64 Oak Ave., S. 

• www.EdinaRealty.com

Rick Seagraves 
Realtor®

320-282-5656

Ron Sherwood 
Realtor®

763-442-5949

Patrick Splinter 
Realtor®

612-437-1383

Jim Splinter 
Realtor®

320-980-0560

ANNANDALE

Located just a short walk to downtown 
Foley is this Value priced property. What 
a great opportunity to get into a home at 
a low purchase price. Sure it could use a 
little TLC, but it is certainly livable how it 
is. With three bedrooms on the main level, 
a bathroom, and an unfinished basement 
for future expansion, the possibilities are nearly endless. Come check out this great property! 330 7th 
Avenue Foley, MN . 56329 - $149,950. MLS# 6778126. Contact Rick Seagraves, 320-282-5656. 

Only available due to a job relocation, 
this well-maintained home has seen 

approx. $150,000 in improvements 
since Aug 2024. 3 BR, 3 baths, plus 

a den & office that can flex as extra 
sleeping spaces. Primary suite includes 

two closets, a jetted tub & a separate 
walk-in shower. Recent updates include 
staining the cedar siding, new lakeside 

stairs, a spacious paver patio, fresh 
shoreline rip rap, aluminum dock panels, 

quartz countertops, an Andersen patio 
door & a new asphalt driveway-all designed for long-term lakeside enjoyment. With 307 feet of frontage 

wrapping around a point, you will enjoy the natural sand/hard rock bottom shoreline. Lake Francis is one 
of the area’s premier lakes, offering 10-12+ ft clarity & over 1,000 acres of full recreation fun. The sellers 

would like to sell this property “turn-key” ready for the next owners to enjoy. The pontoon & lift can 
even be included with the right offer. Take in beautiful sunrises over the tranquil waters & don’t let the 

elevation deter you. There is a golf cart/ATV path for easy lake access. Perfect as a year-round residence 
or weekend retreat. 74308 323rd St., South Haven, MN. MLS# 6797722. $989,900. 

Call Patrick Splinter, 612-437-1383.

Great opportunity to be on the lake 
with minimal investment to start. 
Seller is including the pontoon, 
dock, and trailer so you can enjoy 
the lake life immediately. There 
is a well on the property that was 
recently installed as well as an 
incinerator toilet. The 2009 Park 
Model camper will stay with the 
property as well, which is a great 
start to this amazing little slice of lake shore. Lake Marie and Lake Louisa are joined by a channel which 
you can navigate easily by boat and are a combined 330 acres. Both lakes have amazing fishing and of 
course some fun water sports too! Come enjoy the lake with family and friends, enjoy a fire at the fire 
pit, listen to the loons at night, its an amazing experience! MLS# 6778126. $149,950. Call Rick 
Seagraves for a private showing, 320-282-5656. 16698 109th Street NW, South Haven, MN 55382

Lakefront Property!

3 FABULOUS properties!

PENDING

Real Estate

Submitted Article

F orensic P sychol ogist 
and True C rime author 
F rank F .  W eber wil l  be 
spe aking at the Great R iver 
R egional  P ubl ic Library in 
Big Lake from 5:30 to 6: 30 
p.m  on W ed., O ct. 29. 

F rank wil l  spe ak about 
his forensic work and the 
writing of true crime mys-
teries.  F rank’s 2025 rel ease,  
T he S un ,  wil l  be avail abl e 
at the event.  T he S un is 
based on a Minnesota mys-
tery that was once touted as 
“the crime of the century. ”  
F rank wil l  share informa-
tion rel ated to the case and 
give a l ive demonstration of 
a l ie detector test (vol unteer 
a friend).  

F rank wil l  be at the 
Big Lake P ubl ic Library 
signing books and answer-
ing individual  que stions by 
5 p . m.  and wil l  be avail -
abl e after the event.  The 
Big Lake P ubl ic Library is 

pa rt of the Great R iver R e-
gional  Library S ystem and 
is l ocated at: 7 90 Minnesota 
A vene,  Big Lake,  Minne-
sota, 55309.

A b ou t th e A uth or
F rank F . W eber is a fo-

rensic ps ychol ogist spe cial -
izing in homicide,  sex ual  
assaul t and domestic abuse 
cases.  He uses his uniq ue 
understanding of how pr ed-
ators think,  knowl edge of 
victim trauma,  and ex p ert 
testimony in writing his 
true crime thril l ers.  F rank 
has been interviewed on in-
vestigative shows and p ro-
filed cold case homicides. 
His novel s have earned 
numerous awards.  F rank 
is the 2024 recipi ent of the 
O utstanding A chievement 
A ward from MN  P sycho-
l ogical  A ssociation and 
received the P resident’s 
A ward from the MN  C or-
rectional  A ssociation for 
his forensic work.

MINNESOTA AUTHOR Frank F. Weber will be in Big Lake 
next week for a speaking engagement and the signing of his 
latest book. (Submitted Photo).

Weber to speak at BL Library next week
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Classifieds
A UT O M O B I L E S
G O T  A N UNW A NT E D  C A R ? ? ?  D O -
NA T E  I T  T O  P A T R I O T I C  H E A R T S.
F ast free p ick up .  P atriotic Hearts’ p rograms 
hel p  veterans find work or start their own 
business.  C al l  24/ 7 : 1- 8 3 3 - 48 5- 1046 .  (mcn)

G et a b reak  o n  yo ur taxes!  Donate your car,  
truck,  or S U V  to assist the bl ind and visual l y 
imp aired.  A rrange a swift,  no- cost vehicl e 
p ickup  and secure a generous tax  credit for 
2025.  C al l  Heritage for the Bl ind Today at 
1- 8 55 97 7 - 7 03 0 today!  (mcn)

D o n ate yo ur c ar,  truc k ,  b o at,  R V an d 
m o re to  suppo rt o ur v eteran s!  S chedul e 
a F A S T,  F R EE vehicl e p ickup  and receive 
a top  tax  deduction!  C al l  V eteran C ar Dona-
tions at 1- 8 8 8 - 429- 23 3 1 today!  (mcn)

C A B L E / I NT E R NE T
A F F O R D A B L E  T V &  I NT E R NE T .  If 
you are overp aying for your service,  cal l  now 
for a free q uote and see how much you can 
save!  1- 8 3 3 - 47 2- 7 954.  (mcn)

D I R E C T V-  A l l  yo ur en tertain m en t.  No th -
in g  o n  yo ur ro o f !  S ign up  for Directv and get 
your first three months of Max ,  P aramount+ ,  
S howtime,  S tarz,  MGM+  and C inemax  in-
cl uded.  C hoice p ackage $ 8 4. 99/ mo.  S ome 
restrictions ap p l y.  C al l  DIR EC TV  1- 8 6 6 -
296 - 1409.  (mcn)

F I NA NC I A L
I n f l atio n  is at 4 0 - year h ig h s.  I n terest rates 
are w ay up.  C redit C ards.  Medical  Bil l s.  C ar 
Loans.  Do you have $ 10k or more in debt?  
C al l  N A TIO N A L DEBT R ELIEF  and find 
out how to p ay off your debt for significantl y 
l ess than what you owe!  F R EE q uote: C al l  
1- 8 6 6 - 552- 06 49.  (mcn)

H E A L T H  &  M E D I C A L
D E NT A L  I NSUR A NC E  from P hysicians 
Mutual  Insurance C omp any.  C overage for 
400 p l us p rocedures.  R eal  dental  insurance 
- N O T just a discount p l an.  Do not wait!  C al l  
now!  Get your F R EE Dental  Information Kit 
with al l  the detail s!  1- 8 55- 97 3 - 917 5 www.
dental 50p l us. com/ midwest # 6 258  (mcn)

P O R T A B L E  O X Y G E N C O NC E NT R A -
T O R  May Be C overed by Medicare!  R e-
cl aim indep endence and mobil ity with the 
comp act design and l ong- l asting battery of 
Inogen O ne.  F ree information kit!  C al l  8 44-
7 16 - 2411.  (mcn)

ST O P  O VE R P A Y I NG  F O R  H E A L T H  

I NSUR A NC E !  A  recent study shows that a 
majority of p eop l e struggl e to p ay for heal th 
coverage.  Let us show you how much you 
can save.  C al l  N ow for a no- obl igation q uote: 
1- 8 8 8 - 7 7 2- 8 454.  Y ou wil l  need to have your 
zip  code to connect to the right p rovider.  
(mcn)

A T T E NT I O N O X Y G E N T H E R A P Y  
USE R S!  Discover O x ygen Therap y That 
Moves with Y ou with Inogen P ortabl e O x -
ygen C oncentrators.  F R EE information kit.  
C al l  1- 8 3 3 - 6 50- 5916 .  (mcn)

H O M E  SE R VI C E S
D o n ’ t P ay f o r C o v ered H o m e R epairs 
A g ain !  O ur home warranty covers A LL 
MA J O R  S Y S TEMS  A N D A P P LIA N C ES .  
W e stand by our service and if we can’t fix  
it,  we’l l  rep l ace it!  P ick the p l an that fits your 
budget!  C al l : 1- 8 3 3 - 8 16 - 2128 .  (mcn)

W A T E R  &  F I R E  D A M A G E  R E ST O -
R A T I O N.  O ur trusted p rofessional s wil l  
restore your home to p rotect your famil y and 
your home’s val ue!  C al l  24/ 7 : 1- 8 3 3 - 8 7 9-
148 0.  Mol d R emediation services are al so 
avail abl e!  (mcn)

M I SC E L L A NE O US
O v er $ 5 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  in  tim esh are deb t an d 
f ees c an c el l ed in  2 0 1 9 .  Get free informa-
tional  p ackage and l earn how to get rid of 
your timeshare!  F ree consul tations.  O ver 450 
p ositive reviews.  C al l  8 7 7 - 3 26 - 16 08 .  (mcn)

R eac h  o v er 1 . 4  m il l io n  h o m es f o r j ust 
$ 2 4 9 !  A dvertise your business or item with a 
cl assified ad in the Midwest F ree C ommunity 
P ap ers.  S imp l e,  cost- effective,  and p owerful .  
O ne cal l ,  and you’re done!  Boost your visi-
bil ity now!  8 8 8 - 8 99- 6 3 27 .  (mcn)

Sun Setter.  A m eric a’ s Num b er O n e A w -
n in g !  Instant shade at the touch of a button.  
Transform your deck or p atio into an outdoor 
oasis.  U p  to 10- year l imited warranty.  C al l  
now and S A V E $ 3 50 today!  1- 8 55- 46 2-
23 3 0.  (mcn)

NE E D  NE W  F L O O R I NG ?  C al l  today to 
schedul e a F R E E  in- home estimate on C ar-
p eting & F l ooring.  C al l  Today!  1- 8 3 3 - 6 41-
6 3 23 .  (mcn)

I NJUR E D  I N A N A C C I D E NT ?  Don’t 
A ccep t the insurance comp any’s first offer.  
Many injured p arties are entitl ed to cash set-
tl ements in the $ 1000’s.  Get a free eval uation 
to see what your case is real l y worth.  100%  

F ree Eval uation.  C al l  N ow: 1- 8 3 3 - 8 7 9- 153 4.  
(mcn)

P repare f o r po w er o utag es to day w ith  a 
G en erac  H o m e Stan db y G en erato r.  A ct 
now to receive a F R EE 5- Y ear warranty with 
q ual ifying p urchase.  C al l  1- 8 7 7 - 228 - 57 8 9 
today to schedul e a free q uote.  It’s not just a 
generator.  It’s a p ower move.  (mcn)

NO  M O R E  C L E A NI NG  O UT  G UT -
T E R S.  G uaran teed!  LeafF il ter is backed 
by a no- cl og guarantee and l ifetime transfer-
rabl e warranty.  C al l  today 1- 8 55- 57 7 - 126 8  
to schedul e a F R EE insp ection and no obl i-
gation estimate.  P l us get 7 5%  off instal l ation 
and a bonus $ 250 discount!  Limited time 
onl y.  R estrictions ap p l y,  see rep resentative 
for warranty and offer detail s.  (mcn)

T H E  B A T H R O O M  O F  Y O UR  
D R E A M S in  as l ittl e as 1  day.  Limited 
Time O ffer -  $ 1000 off or N o P ayments and 
N o Interest for 18  months for customers who 
q ual ify.  BC I Bath & S hower.  Many op tions 
avail abl e.  Q ual ity material s & p rofessional  
instal l ation.  S enior & Mil itary Discounts 
A vail abl e.  C al l  Today!  1- 8 3 3 - 6 18 - 117 8 .  
(mcn)

R epl ac e yo ur ro o f  w ith  th e b est l o o k in g  
an d l o n g est l astin g  m aterial  steel  f ro m  
E rie M etal  R o o f s!  Three styl es and mul -
tip l e col ors avail abl e.  Guaranteed to l ast a 
l ifetime!  Limited Time O ffer-  up  to 50%  off 
instal l ation +  A dditional  10%  off instal l  (for 
mil itary,  heal th workers & 1st resp onders. ) 
C al l  Erie Metal  R oofs: 1- 8 44- 907 - 23 8 6 .  
(mcn)

R E A L  E ST A T E
W E  B UY  H O USE S f o r C ash  A S- I S!  N o 
rep airs.  N o fuss.  A ny condition.  Easy p ro-
cess: C al l ,  get cash offer and get p aid.  C al l  
today for your fair cash offer: 1- 8 8 8 - 7 15-
0513 .  (mcn)

W A NT  T O  B UY
C A SH  P A I D  F O R  H I G H - E ND  M E N’ S 
SP O R T  W A T C H E S!  R ol ex ,  Breitl ing,  
O mega,  P atek P hil ip p e,  Heuer,  Daytona,  
GMT,  S ubmariner and S p eedmaster.  C al l  
1- 8 3 3 - 6 41- 6 6 46 .  (mcn)

W E  B UY  VI NT A G E  G UI T A R S!  Look-
ing for 1920- 198 0 Gibson,  Martin,  F ender,  
Gretsch,  Ep ip hone,  Guil d,  Mosrite,  R icken-
backer,  P rairie S tate,  D’A ngel ico,  S tromberg.  
A nd Gibson Mandol ins /  Banjos.  1- 8 3 3 - 6 41-
7 028 .  (mcn)

Minnesota Newspaper Association Classifieds

Notices & Legals - Wednesdays At 11am
Contact us at: 763-275-0275 

or Email: legals@patriotnewsmn.com

                                     Week of October 26, 2025             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

        
MISCELLANEOUSWANTED TO BUY

MISCELLANEOUS

WANTED: 
ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES

Running or not. Titled or not. Will pick 
up. Cash in exchange. Sell now before 
prices fall. Call Dan at 612/720-2142

WE BUY HOUSES 
for cash AS IS! No repairs. No fuss. 
Any condition. Easy three step 
process: Call, get cash off er and get 
paid. Get your fair cash off er today by 
calling Liz Buys Houses: 844/978-0683

SAFE STEP
North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. 
Comprehensive lifetime warranty.
Top-of-the-line installation and ser-
vice. Now featuring our FREE shower
package and $1,600 off  for a 
limited time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 833/966-3882

DON’T LET THE STAIRS 
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY!

Discover the ideal solution for anyone
who struggles on the stairs, is con-
cerned about a fall or wants to 
regain access to their entire home. 
Call AmeriGlide today! 866/852-5506

GET A BREAK ON YOUR TAXES!
Donate your car, truck, or SUV to 
assist the blind and visually 
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost 
vehicle pickup and secure a generous 
tax credit for 2025. Call Heritage for 
the Blind Today at 844/220-9501 today! 

GET DISH 
SATELLITE TV + INTERNET!

Free install, free HD-DVR 
upgrade, 80,000 on-demand movies,
plus limited time up to $600 
In gift cards. Call today! 855/562-4309

Classi  ed Advertising 
That is EASY

Your newspaper 
representative can 
provide complete 

details or you can call 
MNA: 612/332-8844

The Minnesota Classi  ed 
Advertising Network

Make an impact with your 
advertising dollar with 

classi  ed advertising that 
reaches over 1MILLION 

READERS

STATEWIDE ADS ONLY $279

OUTDOOR FURNACES NO-
TICE - Outdoor furnace, parts 
and supplies are in high de-
mand and have limited avail-
ability. With approximate lead 
times of about 8 months, plan 
and look ahead. Reserve now 
to have one to install for this 
summer or fall installation. We 
feature Central Boiler furnaces 
and products for complete in-
stallation. We have financing 
available, and up to a $2,000 
tax credit available on select 
models. Reserve today. Call 
or go online, 763-972-6255; 
classactfurnace.com.       ________________________

Outdoor Furnaces
220 USED CARS to choose 
from. We also BUY used cars. 
Guaranteed Approval! Morrie’s 
Auto Connection, 559 Hwy 10, 
St. Cloud (next to the red barn 
Dairy Queen). 320-229-1900. 
Apply online at: 
www.MorriesAutoConnection.com
________________________

Used Cars

To place your ad, call 763.275.0275 or stop by our office at 
14054 Bank Street, Becker • Website: www.patriotnewsmn.com

TO PLACE 
A PUBLIC 
NOTICE - 
Call The
Patriot 

763-275-0275

HANSON PAVING. Residen-
tial & commercial. Driveways, 
parking lots, asphalt, paving & 
asphalt patchwork. No job too 
small. Call for a free estimate 
at 320-259-7874 office. 3636 
Quail Rd., Sauk Rapids. We 
accept Visa & Mastercard. 
www.hansonpaving,com
_______________________

Asphalt/Blacktop

MURPHY
CHEVROLET

N e w  &  U s e d  C a r s  &  T r u c k s
(320) 968-6239

www.murphychevrolet.com

Automotive

TOTAL LAWN CARE, INC. 
Locally owned & operated 
since 1985. Fertilization, core 
aeration, guaranteed control 
of: weeds, crabgrass, mos-
quitoes, ants/ticks/spiders, 
grubworms and Emerald Ash 
Borer. Experience the differ-
ence. 320-685-4131. 
www.totallawn.us
________________________

Lawn Care
HASSAN SAND & GRAVEL 
has a large selection of dec-
orative rock, pulverized & 
screened topsoil, all types 
of driveway aggregates, 
wood & rubber mulch, land-
scape supplies, play/volley-
ball/mason sand, fieldstone 
boulders, steps & natural 
quarry stone, synthetic turf 
products. M-F 7am-4pm & 
Sat, 7am-noon. 13530 Wil-
liamdale Rd., Rogers. 763-
428-2393. 
www.HassanSand.com
Clip this ad & save $20 off 
your purchase of $100 or 

more! Exp. 10/20/25

Landscaping

OBITUARIES

A l ma Lucil l e P etersen, 97, 
of C l ear Lake,  MN  died p eace-
ful l y on Tuesday,  O ctober 
7, 2025, a t her home.  

A  p rivate me-
morial  is pl anned 
at Trinity Lu-
theran C hurch,  
C l ear Lake,  
with R ever-
end J oshua 
R eber p re -
siding.  Burial  
wil l  be in Trin-
i ty Lutheran 
C emetery,  S auk 
R ap ids, M innesota.  

A l ma was born F eb-
ruary 23, 1928, in F air Haven, 
Minnesota,  to W il l iam and 
Meta (Bartel l ) Truenow.  
S he married Diner P etersen 
on A p ril  10,  1948 ,  at C on-
cordia Lutheran C hurch in 
F air Haven.  S he retired from 
W hite C onsol idated Industries 
in 1990,  where she worked 
as a l ine worker.  S he was a 
member of Trinity Lutheran 
C hurch,  C l ear Lake. A l ma was 

dedicated to the Lord and her 
famil y.  

S urvivors inc l ude 
daughters,  Marian 

(R obert) R iggert of 
A ztec, N M;  J oan 

(J im) Moncur,  
R o s e v i l l e ,  
MN ;  J enifer 
(W al l y) Z ip f,  
C l ear Lake 
MN ;  S usan 
(C hris) Kl ip -

p en ,  C l ea r 
Lake,  MN ;  7  

grandchil dren,  J us-
tin,  A aron,  Kirsten,  

Kate,  S ara Meggan,  J en-
nifer,  and J ameson;  and 9 
great- grandchil dren.  

S he was p receded in 
death by her bel oved husband, 
Diner;  p arents;  sister,  Lil l ian 
W ol f;  brothers,  W al ter True-
now and W il l iam Truenow,  
J r.;  and 3 i nfant sisters.  

A l ma wil l  be missed,  but 
the l oving memory of her wil l  
remain with us. 

Alma L. Petersen, 97 
Clear Lake, MN 

February 23, 1928 - 0ctober 7, 2025 
Mass of C hristian Burial  

wil l  be 11 a.m . on F riday, O c-
tober 3 1,  2025 at Mary of the 
V isitation C athol ic C hurch in 
Becker for C el estine A . 
P ap p enfus,  age 93 ,  
of Becker who 
died F riday ,  
O ctober 17 ,  
2025 at the S t. 
C l oud Hosp i-
tal . R ev. Mike 
Kel l ogg wil l  
officiate and 
burial  wil l  be 
in Immacul ate 
C oncept ion C ath-
ol ic C emetery in 
Becker.  V isitation wil l  
take p l ace one hour p rior to the 
funeral  service at the church 
on F riday.  The W il l iams Ding-
mann F amil y F uneral  Home in 
Becker has been entrusted with 
arrangements.

C el estine was born F eb-
ruary 14,  193 2 in S t.  C l oud 
to J ohn and Mary (R ooney) 
A hl es.  S he married George 
P ap p enfus on J une 11,  1957  
at S t.  A ugustine’s C athol ic 
C hurch in S t. C l oud. The cou-
p l e moved to Becker in 1958 .  
C el estine worked at N orth-
western Bel l / Q west in S t.  
C l oud and Brookl yn C enter for 
23  years retiring in 1992.  S he 
is a member of Mary of the 

V isitation C athol ic C hurch in 
Becker and the Becker Q uil t-
ing Guil d.  C el estine most 
l oved famil y time on the farm, 

cooking, cards qui l ting, 
puz zl ing and baking 

for her husband,  
kids,  grandkids,  
g rea t - g rand -
k i d s  a n d 
friends.

S he  is 
survived by 
her chil dren,  
Mary J o Dona-

hue of Bel grade, 
MT;  George P ap -

p enfus of Becker,  
MN ;  A l ice P ap p enfus of 

Des P l aines,  IL;  Leo (J ennifer) 
P ap p enfus of A nnandal e;  Ted 
(S andra) P ap p enfus of Moncks 
C orner,  S C ;  Howard (Lisa) 
P appe nfus of C l ear Lake;  sib-
l ings,  Timothy (J oyce) A hl es 
of W oodbury;  R ol and A hl es 
of A ndover,  MA ;  sister- in-
l aw Mary A hl es of Browns-
burg IN ;  11 grandchil dren and 
many great- grandchil dren.

S he was p receded in 
death by her p arents,  hus-
band George, sisters, Marcel l a 
A hl es and Y vonne Gap inski;  
brother A el red A hl es;  brother-
in- l aw,  S y Gap inski and sister-
in- l aw J ul ie A hl es.

Celestine A Pappenfus, 93 
Becker, MN 

February 14, 1932  -  October 17, 2025 

Plan to Celebrate Your Life
Why pre-arrange?
• The best gift for your family. • Pre-funding relieves the burden. • Your wishes are respected.

St. Cloud • Sauk Rapids • Avon • 
Clear Lake • Eden Valley • Long Prairie • Princeton

Celebrating lives for
over 150 years.
Williamsdingmann.com

Becker Big Lake•••

Mon- F ri.  8 am -  6 p m
Next to  NA P A  A uto  P arts,  Z im m erm an
w w w . al l petsv eth o spital . c o m

Y our l ocal  area veterinarians since 1993

Dr.  J oel  Ihnen
Dr.  C hristina Mattson
7 6 3 - 8 5 6 - 8 3 8 7

All Pets Veterinary Hospital
and Equine Service

320-743-5838
rachel@caninecabin.com

www.caninecabin.com

BO A R DIN G
GR O O MIN G
TR A IN IN G

The very best care
whil e you’re away

If you can provide a loving home for any of these animals, please contact the 

TRI-COUNTY HUMANE SOCIETY 
320-252-0896

www.tricountyhumanesociety.org
735 8th St. NE - P.O. Box 701 - St. Cloud, MN  56302-0701

Working with the community to find homes for needy pets

STRING BEAN
is a 1-year-old neutered cat who is one chatty cat! He espe-
cially loves to meow at you for pets. String Bean’s favorite 
spot to be pet is behind his ears. String Bean and all cats 6 
months and older qualify for discounted adoption fees with 
our spin the wheel adoption deal through October.

 is an 11-month-old guinea pig who has done well with other 
male pigs and older children in the past. Chocolate especially 
loves attention, treats, and a good scratch on his back 
end. His favorite activity is eating; lettuce, peppers, apples, 
cucumbers, and carrots are all at the top of his list.

TAZ
is your typical Husky, energetic and sweet with a side of 
playful sass. He would appreciate a home in which he can 
get plenty of exercise to wear himself out, if that’s possible. 
(We would not trust this 4-year-old neutered pup off leash!) 
If you live an active lifestyle and would like an adorable, 
fluffy challenge, Taz may be the dog for you!

CHOCOLATE

PetNet Works

By Bill Morgan, 
Editor

( E ditor’ s N ote:  T he 
following information was 
appropriated from the 
U SP S w ebs ite) .

The Becker Post Office 
retail  op erations l ocated at 
13 97 4 1st S t S E,  Becker,  
MN  553 08  was susp ended 
at the cl ose of business on 
F riday,  O ctober 24,  2025,  
due to the ex p iration of 
their l ease on O ctober 3 1,  
2025.

Beginning S aturday,  
O ctober 25,  2025,  retail  op -
erations for the Becker P ost 
Office will transfer to the 
Monticello Post Office, lo-
cated ap p rox imatel y eight 
mil es away.  C ustomers 
who currentl y have a P ost 
Office Box will be able to 
receive their mail  dail y at 
the mail boxe s on the north 
side of the Becker C om-
munity C enter,  l ocated at 
11500 S herburne A ve S E,  
Becker,  MN  553 08 ,  start-
ing S aturday,  O ctober 25,  
2025.

C ustomers wishing to 
obtain Post Office Box ser-
vice may do so at the Mon-
ticello Post Office, which 
offers l obby access for cus-
tomer convenience.  P ost 
Office Boxes are available 

at this l ocation (p l ease 
check with the office for 
fees).  If ap p l icabl e,  P ost 
Office Box refunds will be 
avail abl e at the Monticel l o 
Post Office.

R etail  services are al so 
avail abl e at the P ost O f-
fices listed below:

M on tic el l o P os t 
Office
206 E  7t h S t 
Monticel l o, M N
8 m il es
Monday- F riday 8 a .m . 
-  4:30 p.m .
S aturday 8 a .m .
 -  1130 a .m .
Big Lake Post Office
625 R ose Drive 
Big Lake, M N  55309
8 m il es
Monday- F riday 
9 a.m . -  4:30 p.m .
S aturday 9 a.m . 
-  11 a.m .
C l ear L ak e P O
8698 M ain A ve 
C l ear Lake,  MN  553 19
7.8 m il es
Monday- F riday 
8: 30 a .m . - 1130 a .m ., 
1200 p.m . -  4:30 p.m .
S aturday 
10:30 a .m . -  1130 a .m .
The U S P S  ap ol ogizes 

for any inconvenience to 
their customers.

Becker P.O. 
Announces 
Temporary 
Operations



ST A T E  O F  M I NNE SO T A
D I ST R I C T  C O UR T

C O UNT Y  O F  SH E R B UR NE
T E NT H  JUD I C I A L  D I ST R I C T
C A SE  T Y P E :  Q UI E T  T I T L E

SUM M O NS
C o urt F il e No . :  7 1 - C V- 2 5 - 1 7 3 3  
A dam  R .  K retsc h
P l ain tif f ,
v .
C & K  A sso c iates L L C ,  
M X  E states,
Jo h n  D o e,  an d M ary R o e
D ef en dan ts

T H I S SUM M O NS I S D I -
R E C T E D  T O  C & K  A sso c iates,  
L L C ,  M X  E states,  Jo h n  D o e an d 
M ary R o e.

1 .  Y O U A R E  B E I NG  SUE D .  
The P l aintiff has started a l awsuit 
against you.  The P l aintiff’s C om-
p l aint against you is attached to this 
S ummons.  Do not throw these p a-
p ers away.  They are official  p ap ers 
that affect your rights.  Y ou must re-
sp ond to this l awsuit even though it 
may not yet be fil ed with the C ourt 
and there may be no court fil e num-
ber on this summons.

P L A I NT I F F  I S NO T  SE E K -
I NG  A  P E R SO NA L  M O NE Y  
JUD G M E NT  A G A I NST  A NY  
P A R T Y  A ND  I S C O M M E NC -
I NG  T H I S A C T I O N T O  Q UI E T  
T I T L E  T O  P R O P E R T Y  A S 
M O R E  F UL L Y  D E SC R I B E D  
H E R E I N.

2  Y O U M UST  R E P L Y  
W I T H I N 2 1  D A Y S T O  P R O -
T E C T  Y O UR  R I G H T S.   Y ou 
must give or mail  to the p erson who 
signed this summons a w ritten  re-
spo n se cal l ed an A nswer within 
21 days of the date on which you 
received this S ummons.  Y ou must 
send a cop y of your A nswer to the 
p erson who signed this summons 
l ocated at:

Lutz Law F irm
120 S outh 6 th S treet,  
S uite 1515
Minneap ol is,  MN  55402
3 .  Y O U M UST  R E SP O ND  

T O  E A C H  C L A I M .   The A nswer 
is your written resp onse to the P l ain-
tiff’s C omp l aint.  In your A nswer 
you must state whether you agree or 
disagree with each p aragrap h of the 
C omp l aint.  If you bel ieve the P l ain-
tiff shoul d not be given everything 
asked for in the C omp l aint,  you 
must say so in your A nswer.

4 .   Y O U W I L L  L O SE  Y O UR  
C A SE  I F  Y O U D O  NO T  SE ND  
A  W R I T T E N R E SP O NSE  T O  
T H E  C O M P L A I NT  T O  T H E  
P E R SO N W H O  SI G NE D  T H I S 
SUM M O NS.   If you do not A n-
swer within 21 days,  you wil l  l ose 
this case.  Y ou wil l  not get to tel l  
your side of the story,  and the C ourt 
may decide against you and award 
the P l aintiff everything asked for in 
the comp l aint.  If you do not want 
to contest the cl aims stated in the 
comp l aint,  you do not need to re-
sp ond.  A  defaul t judgment can then 
be entered against you for the rel ief 
req uested in the

comp l aint.
5 .   L E G A L  A SSI ST A NC E .   

Y ou may wish to get l egal  hel p  
from a l awyer.  If you do not have 
a l awyer,  the C ourt A dministrator 
may have information about p l aces 
where you can get l egal  assistance.  
E v en  if  yo u c an n o t g et l eg al  h el p,  
yo u m ust stil l  pro v ide a w ritten  
A n sw er to  pro tec t yo ur rig h ts o r 
yo u m ay l o se th e c ase.

6 .  A L T E R NA T I VE  D I S-
P UT E  R E SO L UT I O N.   The p ar-
ties may agree to or be ordered to 
p articip ate in an al ternative disp ute 
resol ution p rocess under R ul e 114 
of the Minnesota General  R ul es of 

P ractice.  Y ou must stil l  send your 
written resp onse to the C omp l aint 
even if you ex p ect to use al ternative 
means of resol ving this disp ute.

7 .  Q UI E T  T I T L E .  This action 
invol ves,  affects or brings into q ues-
tion certain real  p rop erty l ocated at 
13 3 10 4th A venue S outh,  Z immer-
man,  MN  553 98 ,  l egal l y described 
as fol l ows:

Lot 10,  Bl ock 3 ,  Marturano 
Meadows,  S herburne C ounty,  Min-
nesota 

(the “P rop erty” )
The object of this action is: (i) 

to determine that Defendants have 
no right,  titl e,  l ien,  estate or inter-
est in the P rop erty;  (ii) and A dam 
R .  Kretsch is the current fee simp l e 
owner of the P rop erty;  and (iii) to 
award P l aintiff such other further 
rel ief as the above- named C ourt 
deems just,  fair and eq uitabl e.
Lutz Law F irm
Dated: S ep tember 15,  2025
/ s/  David A .  Lutz
David A .  Lutz (# 028 6 990)
120 S outh 6 th S treet,  S uite 1515
Minneap ol is,  MN  55402
(6 12) 424- 2110
A ttorney for P l aintiff
(P ubl ished in the P atriot: 10/ 18 / 25,  
10/ 25/ 25,  11/ 01/ 25).
___________________________

ST A T E  O F  M I NNE SO T A
D I ST R I C T  C O UR T

C O UNT Y  O F  SH E R B UR NE
T E NT H  JUD I C I A L  D I ST R I C T
P R O B A T E  C O UR T  D I VI SI O N

C o urt F il e No . :  7 1 - P R - 2 4 - 1 7 2
I n  R e th e E state o f  B ruc e R o b ert 
H o l m b o e,  a/ k / a B ruc e R .  H o l m -
b o e.

O R D E R  F O R  H E A R I NG .
The P etition to C onstrue Trust 

P ursuant to Minn.  S tat.  §  501C . 0202 
(4) and Instruct Trustee P ursuant 
to Minn.  S tat.  §  501C . 0202 (24) 
of Daniel  S .  Kufus,  Trustee of the 
abovenamed trust,  is dated O ctober 
10,  2025,  and has been fil ed with 
this C ourt.  The p etition req uests an 
O rder setting a time and p l ace for 
hearing on the p etition and directing 
the manner in which and the p ersons 
to whom notice of the hearing shal l  
be given,  and that at the hearing the 
C ourt make its further O rder: 

1.  Decl aring the P urp orted 
C odicil  dated F ebruary 15,  2024 
and the P urp orted F ifth A mendment 
inval id,  and instructing the Trustee 
to administer the Trust as though the 
2016  C odicil  was the l ast val id C od-
icil  and the F ourth A mendment was 
the l ast val id amendment.

2.  Decl aring that the benefi-
ciaries of the Trust and Estate are 
Mark Hol mboe and P aul  Hol mboe 

in eq ual  shares.
3 .  Granting such other and fur-

ther rel ief in the p remises as to the 
C ourt may seem just and p rop er.

N O W ,  THER EF O R E,  up on 
motion of S teinhagen,  C rist,  W ehrl y 
& Kufus,  P . L. L. P . ,  attorneys for said 
p etitioner,  IT IS  O R DER ED that the 
p etition be heard and al l  p ersons in-
terested in the matter ap p ear before 
a referee of this C ourt,  via Z oom or 
other remote means,  on the 19th day 
of  N ovember,  2025,  at 8 :3 0 o’cl ock 
a. m. ,  or as soon thereafter as the 
p etition can be heard,  and show 
cause,  if any there be,  why the rel ief 
req uested in the p etition shoul d not 
be granted.  

IT IS  F U R THER  O R DER ED 
that notice of the hearing be given 
by p ubl ishing this O rder one time 
at l east twenty (20) days before the 
date of the hearing in a l egal  news-
p ap er of S herburne C ounty,  Minne-
sota,  and by mail ing a cop y of this 
O rder to the p ersons named in the 
p etition as having or who may cl aim 
to have an interest in the trust,  at 
their l ast known addresses,  at l east 
fifteen (15) days before the date of 
the hearing unl ess notice is waived.
Dated: O ctober 14,  2025
/ s/  Katrese R ingham,  
C ourt A dministrator 
ATTORNEYS FOR TRUSTEE 
AND PERSONAL REPRESEN-
TATIVE
J ohn A .  W ehrl y,  ID # 3 93 47 6  
Katherine G.  Kemp ,  ID # 5057 10 
S teinhagen,  C rist,  W ehrl y,  & Kufus 
P . L. L. P .  
5001 C howen A venue S outh 
Minneap ol is,  MN  55410- 2150 
(6 12) 922- 226 0/
F ax : (6 12) 922- 2996  
j wehrly @ steinhagen-crist.com
k k emp@ steinhagen-crist.com
(P ubl ished in the P atriot: 10/ 18 / 25,  
10/ 25/ 25).
___________________________
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NOTICE OF SPECIAL ELECTION
INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 726 
(BECKER PUBLIC SCHOOLS), MINNESOTA

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a special election has been called and will be held in and 
for Independent School District No. 726 (Becker Public Schools), Minnesota (the “School 
District”), on Tuesday, November 4, 2025, between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m., in part, 
for the purpose of electing one school board member to fill the vacancy in the term of School 
Board Member expiring the first Monday in January 1, 2029, and, in part, for the purpose of 
voting on the question of approval of a referendum revenue authorization.  The ballot shall 
provide as follows: 

INSTRUCTIONS TO VOTERS 
To vote, completely fill in the oval next to your choice like this:        

Special Election for School Board Member 
To fill vacancy in term expiring January 1, 2029 

Vote for One 

          Renee Regel

          ____________________
          write-in, if any 

SCHOOL DISTRICT QUESTION 1 
APPROVAL OF SCHOOL DISTRICT REFERENDUM REVENUE AUTHORIZATION

The school board of Independent School District No. 726 (Becker Public Schools), Minnesota 
has proposed to increase its general education revenue by $200 per pupil, subject to an annual 
increase at the rate of inflation. The proposed referendum revenue authorization would first be 
levied in 2025 for taxes payable in 2026 and would be applicable for ten (10) years unless 
otherwise revoked or reduced as provided by law. 

Shall the increase in revenue proposed by the School Board of Independent School District No. 
726 (Becker Public Schools) be approved? 

BY VOTING “YES” ON THIS BALLOT QUESTION, YOU ARE VOTING 
FOR A PROPERTY TAX INCREASE. 

The polling place and precincts served by the polling place for the special election will be as 
follows: 

Combined Polling Place: Becker Community Center 
This combined polling place serves all territory in the School District. 

Any eligible voter residing in the School District may cast their ballots at the polling places 
designated above.  The polls for said election will open at of 7:00 a.m. and will close at 8:00 p.m. 
on said election day. 

A voter must be registered to vote to be eligible to vote in this election. An unregistered 
individual may register to vote at the polling place on election day. 

Dated: August 4, 2025 BY ORDER OF THE SCHOOL BOARD 

/s/Pete Weismann, Clerk 

(P ubl ished in the P atriot: 10/ 18/ 25, 10/ 25/ 25.)

NOTICE OF SPECIAL ELECTION

INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 727
(BIG LAKE), MINNESOTA

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a special election has been called and will be held in and for 
Independent School District No. 727 (Big Lake), Minnesota, on November 4, 2025, between the 
hours of 7:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m. to vote on the following questions:

School District Question 1
Approval of New School District Referendum Revenue Authorization

The board of Independent School District No. 727 (Big Lake), Minnesota has proposed to 
increase the School District’s general education revenue by $640 per pupil, subject to an 
annual increase at the rate of inflation. The proposed new referendum revenue 
authorization would be first levied in 2025 for taxes payable in 2026 and applicable for ten 
(10) years unless otherwise revoked or reduced as provided by law.

YES
NO

Shall the new referendum revenue authorization proposed by the board of 
Independent School District No. 727 (Big Lake), Minnesota be approved?

BY VOTING “YES” ON THIS BALLOT QUESTION, YOU ARE VOTING FOR A 
PROPERTY TAX INCREASE

PASSAGE OF THIS REFERENDUM WILL RESULT IN AN INCREASE IN YOUR 
PROPERTY TAXES

School District Question 2
Approval of School Building Bonds

YES
NO

If School District Question 1 above is approved, shall the board of 
Independent School District No. 727 (Big Lake), Minnesota be authorized 
to issue general obligation school building bonds in an amount not to exceed 
$36,230,000 for acquisition and betterment of school sites and facilities 
including, but not limited to, construction of a multi-purpose addition?

BY VOTING “YES” ON THIS BALLOT QUESTION, YOU ARE VOTING 
FOR A PROPERTY TAX INCREASE

For School District Question 1, the property tax portion of the revenue authorized will 
require an estimated referendum tax rate of is 0.08052% for taxes payable in 2026 of the 
referendum market value of all classes of taxable property in the School District, as defined by 
Minnesota Statutes, Section 126C.01, Subdivision 3, which excludes certain agricultural property, 
seasonal property and post-secondary student housing.  

The projected annual dollar increases for typical residential homesteads, apartments, 
commercial-industrial properties, and most other classes of property within the School District are 
as shown in the table below, subject to an annual increase at the rate of inflation. 

Agricultural property will pay taxes for the proposed referendum based only on the value 
of the house, garage and one acre of land. Seasonal recreational residential property (i.e., cabins) 
will pay no taxes for the proposed referendum.

The figures in the table below are based on School District taxes for the new referendum 
revenue authorization only and do not include tax levies for other purposes:

Type of Property
Estimated 

Market 
Value

Proposed 
Referendum Revenue 

Authorization
Taxes Payable in 

2026
(Question 1)

Residential
Homesteads,
Apartments,

and Commercial-
Industrial Property

$100,000 $81
200,000 161
300,000 242
350,000 282
375,000 302
400,000 322
450,000 362
500,000 403
600,000 483
750,000 604

1,000,000 805

Commercial/Industrial

$100,000 $81
250,000 201
500,000 403

1,000,000 805
2,000,000 1,610

Apartments & 
Residential

Non-Homestead
(2 or more units)

$100,000 $81
250,000 201
500,000 403

1,000,000 805
2,000,000 1,610

The polling place and precincts served by the polling place for the special election will be as 
follows:

Combined Polling Place: Precincts:

Saron Lutheran Church All School District precincts.
311 Lake Street South
Big Lake, Minnesota 55309

                        
All qualified electors residing in the School District may cast their ballots at the polling place listed 
above during the polling hours specified above.

A voter must be registered to vote to be eligible to vote in the special election.  Unregistered 
individuals may register to vote at the polling place on Election Day.

Dated: October 18, 2025 BY ORDER OF THE SCHOOL BOARD

/s/ Lenette Brown, Clerk

(P ubl ished in the P atriot: 10/ 18/ 25, 10/ 25/ 25.)

Independent School District #726
Becker, Minnesota

Work Session
July 29, 2025 

Roll Call.

Members present: Ryan Hubbard, Aaron Jurek, Connie Robinson, Corey Stanger, Pete Weismann

Members absent:          None

Others present: Dr. Jeremy Schmidt, Superintendent
  Carla Nolan, Director of Curriculum & Instruction
  Rick Kraus, Director of Buildings & Grounds
  Dave Niemi, Activities Director

The School Board Attended a Work Session from 5:00 – 7:00 PM at Becker City Hall.

/s/ Aaron Jurek, Chair 
/s/ Pete Weismann, Clerk 
Recorder: /s/ Angela Oswald
(Published in the Patriot: 10/25/25)

L Y ND E N T O WN SH I P  R E Q UE ST  F O R  Q UO T E S 
SI NG L E  SO R T  R E C Y L I NG

The Lynden Township  Board,  S tearns C ounty,  is req uesting 
Q uotes for singl e sort,  residential  recycl ing to be p icked up  every 
other week.  C urrentl y there are 56 1 each,  6 4 gal l on wheel ed recy-
cl ing bins in service at the homes of Lynden Township  residents.  
W e are l ooking for a 5 year term on the contract.  Q uotes wil l  be 
op ened at or about 7 :3 0 p m on J anuary 12th,  2026  at the Lynden 
Township  Hal l ,  213 6 7  C ounty R oad 44,  C l earwater,  Mn.  553 20.  
Q uotes must be mail ed or del ivered to the Lynden Township C l erk, 
J enny S chmidt,  at 20517  W oodbine R oad,  C l earwater,  MN .  553 20 
and arrive no l ater than 6: 00pm , W ednesday, December 31s t, 2025. 
The Lynden Township  Board reserves the right to accep t or reject 
any or al l  quot es.
/ s/  J enny S chmidt
Lynden Township C l erk
(P ubl ished in the P atriot: 10/ 25/ 25.)

T O WN  O F  B E C K E R
NO T I C E  O F  P UB L I C  H E A R I NG

N otice is hereby given that the Becker Township  P l anning 
C ommission wil l  hol d its regul ar meeting at 7: 00 p.m . on Monday, 
N ovember 10,  2025 at Becker Town Hal l ,  1216 5 Hancock S treet.  
The P l anning C ommission wil l  hol d the fol l owing p ubl ic hearings 
beginning at 7: 01 pm  and fol l owing:

P ub l ic  h earin g  f o r M in o r Sub div isio n  f o r O w n er M atth ew  
G ib as an d A ppl ic an t A M  G rou p L L C .  The owner and appl icant 
have submitted a minor subdivision ap p l ication for l and l ocated in 
S ection 15, Township 34N , R ange 28, Becker Township and identi-
fied by pa rcel  number 05- 00115- 1101.

A nyone interested in this reque st is encouraged to attend in pe r-
son or via zoom and comment at the P ubl ic Hearing.   If you have 
q uestions regarding the req uests p l ease contact Lucinda Messman 
at Becker Township Hal l , 12165 Hancock S treet, Becker, MN , 763-
261- 5301.  If you are unabl e to attend, pl ease pr ovide written com-
ment to Lucinda Messman at P .O . Box 248, Becker, MN   55308 or 
by email  to lucinda@ b eck ertownship.org by 4:00 p . m. ,  N ovember 
10, 2025. 
/ s/  Lucinda Messman
C l erk, Becker Township
(P ubl ished in the P atriot: 10/ 25/ 25.)
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Public Notices
Independent School District #726

Becker, Minnesota
Regular School Board Meeting

July 7, 2025 

SUMMARY

The complete minutes are on file in the district office and on the district website.

Chair Jurek called the regular meeting of the School Board of District #726 to order on the 7th day of July, 
2025 at 6:30 p.m. in the Teaching & Learning Center.

Roll Call.

Members present:  Ryan Hubbard, Aaron Jurek, Connie Robinson, Corey Stanger, Pete Weismann

Members absent:  None

Others present:  Jeremy Schmidt, Superintendent, Kevin Januszewski, Director of Business Services

CITIZEN COMMENTS:  None 

PRESENTATION: 2024-2025 School Year Recap:  Cabinet Members

Motion by Connie Robinson, seconded by Corey Stanger, to Approve the Consent Agenda as presented:

CONSENT AGENDA

MINUTES FROM THE JUNE 2, 2025 REGULAR SCHOOL BOARD MEETING

DISBURSEMENTS – in the amount of $3,104,251.84

PERSONNEL, as presented

SCHOOL BOARD PAY - Chair @ $3,000 per year, Clerk @ $2,000 per year, Board Member @ $2,400 
per year

OVERNIGHT CAMP REQUEST:  BOYS & GIRLS CROSS COUNTRY, as presented

HANDBOOKS – High School/Middle School/Intermediate & Primary School/Activities/ Community Ed-
ucation/Coaches/Staff, as presented

2024-2025 FUNDRAISERS RECAP, as presented

ANNUAL WELLNESS REPORT, as presented

2025-2026, 2026-2027 INDIVIDUAL CONTRACTS – Directors of Human Resources/Food Service/Cur-
riculum & Instruction/Business Services/Building & Grounds, Activities and Child Care Coordinator, as 
presented

LANGUAGE ACCESS PLAN, as presented

Motion by Pete Weismann, seconded by Ryan Hubbard, to Approve a Resolution Accepting the Following 
Donations:

Hubbard Electric for softball  $500.00

Liberty Paper for girls tennis  $250

Liberty Paper for baseball  $250

Motion carried unanimously.

Motion by Connie Robinson, seconded by Ryan Hubbard, to Approve a Resolution Establishing Com-
bined Polling Places.  Upon roll-call vote, motion carried unanimously.

Motion by Corey Stanger, seconded by Ryan Hubbard, to Approve a Resolution Calling Special Election 
for Operating Levy, with amount to be determined at the August school board meeting.  Upon roll-call 
vote, motion carried unanimously.

Motion by Ryan Hubbard, seconded by Pete Weismann, to Approve a Resolution Calling Special Election 
for School Board Vacancy.  Upon roll-call vote, motion carried unanimously.

Motion by Connie Robinson, seconded by Corey Stanger, to Approve a Resolution Establishing Dates for 
Filing Affidavits of Candidacy.  Upon roll-call vote, motion carried unanimously.

The meeting was adjourned at 8 p.m.
/s/ Aaron Jurek, Chair 
/s/ Pete Weismann, Clerk 
Recorder: /s/ Angela Oswald
(Published in the Patriot: 10/25/25)

C I T Y  O F  B I G  L A K E
NO T I C E  O F  P UB L I C  H E A R I NG

F O R  A SSE SSM E NT  O F  ST 2025- 1 S T R E E T  P R O JE C T
P UB L I SH  NO T I C E

N otice is hereby given that the Big Lake C ity C ouncil  wil l  meet in 
the C ity C o un c il  C h am b ers,  1 6 0  L ak e Street No rth ,  B ig  L ak e,  
M in n eso ta,  at 6 : 0 0  p. m .  o n  W edn esday,  No v em b er 1 2 ,  2 0 2 5 ,  to 
consider and pos sibl y adopt  the pr op osed assessment for street im-
pr ovements in the fol l owing areas:
•  Highl ine Drive – C ounty R oad 73 t o C ounty S tate A id Highway 5
•  Mitchel l  R idge Drive – P ond V iew Lane to east cul - de- sac
•  P ond V iew Lane – C ounty R oad 73  to Mitchel l  R idge Drive
•  Bl uff R oad – Highl ine Drive to Mitchel l  R idge Drive
D esc ription  of  I m prove m en ts:
C onstruction of drainage imp rovements,  sidewal k rep airs,  concrete 
curb and gutter,  base rep airs,  mil l ing,  bituminous p avement,  and 
other miscel l aneous work.  A dop tion of the p rop osed assessment 
against abutting pr ope rty may occur at the hearing.
A ssessm en t T erm s:
The assessment is p ropos ed to be pa yabl e in equal  an n ual  in stal l -
m en ts o v er 1 0  years and wil l  bear interest at 4 . 0 0 %  per an n um  
from the date of adopt ion of the assessment resol ution. The first in-
stal l ment shal l  incl ude interest on the entire assessment from the date 
of adop tion until  December 3 1,  2025.  Each subseq uent instal l ment 
wil l  incl ude one year of interest on al l  unpa id bal ances. Instal l ments 
wil l  be added to the pr ope rty owner’s pr ope rty taxe s.
P repaym en t O ption s:
A ny p rop erty owner may,  p rior to certification of the assessment 
to the county auditor,  p ay the ful l  amount of the assessment (p l us 
accrued interest) to the C ity F inance Director.  N o interest wil l  be 
charged if the assessment is pa id in ful l  within 30 days of adopt ion. 
Thereafter,  ful l  p ayment may be made at any time,  with accrued 
interest cal cul ated to December of the year in which p ayment is 
made. P ayments must be made before N ovember 15 to avoid interest 
through the fol l owing year.  P artial  p rep ayments are al so p ermitted 
pr ior to certification. If the assessment is not pr epa id before D ec em -
b er 1, 2025 , t he 4.00%  interest rate wil l  appl y.
A ssessm en t R ol l :
The p ropos ed assessment rol l  is on fil e and avail abl e for publ ic in-
sp ection at the C ity C l erk’s office. The total  amount of the pr opos ed 
assessment is $12 4,873.73 .
O b j ec tion s an d A ppeal s:
W ritten or oral  objections wil l  be considered at the hearing.  N o ap p eal  
may be taken as to the amount of any assessment adopt ed pur suant 
to Minn. S tat. § 429.061, S ubd. 2, unl ess a written objection signed 
by the affected pr ope rty owner is fil ed with the C ity A dministrator 
p rior to the hearing or p resented at the hearing.  A n owner may ap p eal  
an assessment to District C ourt p ursuant to Minn.  S tat.  §  429. 08 1 
by serving notice of ap p eal  up on the Mayor or C ity A dministrator 
within thirty (3 0) days after adop tion of the assessment and fil ing 
such notice with the District C ourt within ten (10) days thereafter.
D ef erral  of  A ssessm en ts:
U nder C ity C ode S ection 730 and Minn. S tat. §§ 435.193–435.195, 
the C ity C ouncil  may, at its discretion, defer the pa yment of assess-
ments on homestead pr ope rty owned by:

•  P ersons age 65 or  ol der,
•  P ersons pe rmanentl y and total l y disabl ed, or
•  Members of the N ational  Guard or reserves ordered to 

active service,  if p ayment woul d cause hardship .  A p p l ications for 
deferral  must be fil ed with the C ity F inance Director within thirty 
(3 0) days of confirmation of the assessment.
/ s/  Deb W egel eben, F inance Director
C ity of Big Lake
(P ubl ished in the P atriot: 10/ 25/ 25, 11/ 01/ 25.)

C I T Y  O F  B I G  L A K E
NO T I C E  O F  P UB L I C  H E A R I NG

F O R  A SSE SSM E NT  O F  UNP A I D  C H A R G E S
Y ou are hereby notified that the Big Lake C ity C ouncil  wil l  hol d 

p ubl ic hearings in order to consider assessments for unpa id charges 
due to the C ity.  The p ubl ic hearings wil l  be hel d in the Big Lake 
C ity C ouncil  C hambers l ocated at 16 0 Lake S treet on W ednesday,  
N ovember 12, 2025 a t or about 6: 00 p.m .

N otices for these hearings have been mail ed to p ast due accounts 
in the C ity of Big Lake. The notices indicate the pa st due charges are 
for water/ sewer, and snow removal  services pr ovided by the C ity for 
their p rop erty.  R esidents have until  Monday,  N ovember 17 ,  2025 
to bring their accounts current.  A ny amount remaining unp aid wil l  
be certified to the S herburne C ounty A uditor for col l ection with the 
2026 pr ope rty taxe s. If you decide not to pr epa y the assessment be-
fore the date given above, the rate of interest that wil l  appl y is 6% , 
p l us a $20 a ssessment fee pa yabl e in one instal l ment.

W ritten or oral  objections wil l  be considered at the meeting. N o 
appe al  may be taken as to the amount of an assessment adopt ed pur -
suant to Minn.  S tat.  §  429. 06 1,  subd.  2,  unl ess a written objection 
signed by the affected pr ope rty owner, i s fil ed with the C ity A dmin-
istrator p rior to the hearing or p resented to the p residing officer at the 
hearing.  A n owner may ap p eal  an assessment to the District C ourt 
p ursuant to Minn. S tat. § 429.081 by serving notice of appe al  upon 
the Mayor or C ity A dministrator of the C ity of Big Lake with in thirty 
(3 0) days after the adopt ion of the assessment and fil ing such notice 
with the District C ourt within ten (10) days after service up on the 
Mayor or C ity A dministrator.

U nder C ity C ode S ection 7 3 0 and Minnesota S tatutes 43 5. 193  to 
435.195, the C ouncil  may, in its discretion, defer the pa yment of the 
sp ecial  assessment for any homestead p rop erty owned by a p erson 6 5 
years of age or ol der or retired by virtue of a pe rmanent and total  dis-
abil ity. W hen deferment of the spe cial  assessment has been granted 
and is terminated for any reason p rovided in that l aw,  al l  amounts 
become due. A ny assessed pr ope rty owner meeting the requi rements 
of this l aw and the ordinance or resol ution adop ted under it may,  
within thirty (3 0) days of confirmation of the assessment,  ap p l y to the 
C ity A dministrator for the pr escribed form for such deferral  pa yment 
of this spe cial  assessment on his/ her pr ope rty.
/ s/  Deb W egel eben, F inance Director
C ity of Big Lake
(P ubl ished in the P atriot: 10/ 25/ 25.)

NO T I C E  O F  L O C A T I O N WH E R E  
B A L L O T S WI L L  B E  C O UNT E D

I ND E P E ND E NT  SC H O O L  D I ST R I C T  NO . 726
( B E C K E R  P UB L I C  SC H O O L S)

ST A T E  O F  M I NNE SO T A
N O TIC E IS  HER EBY  GIV EN  that the el ection judges for In-

depe ndent S chool  District N o. 726 shal l  count the bal l ots cast in the 
S chool  District’s N ovember 4, 2025 spe cial  el ection at the fol l owing 
l ocations:

C O MBIN ED P O LLIN G P LA C E:
Becker C ommunity C enter
11500 S herburne A venue 
Becker, M N  55308

    
Dated: 10/ 21/ 25

BY  O R DER  O F  THE S C HO O L BO A R D
/ s/  P ete W eismann
S chool  District C l erk
Indepe ndent S chool  District N o. 726
(Becker P ubl ic S chool s)
S tate of Minnesota
(P ubl ished in the P atriot: 10/ 25/ 25.)

NO T I C E  O F  T E ST I NG  O F  O P T I C A L  
SC A N VO T I NG  SY ST E M

I ND E P E ND E NT  SC H O O L  D I ST R I C T  NO . 726
( B E C K E R  P UB L I C  SC H O O L S)

ST A T E  O F  M I NNE SO T A
N O TIC E IS  HER EBY  GIV EN  that Indepe ndent S chool  District 

N o.  7 26  (Becker P ubl ic S chool s) shal l  p erform a p ubl ic accuracy 
test of the op tical  scan voting system to be used in the District’s 
N ovember 4, 2025 s pe cial  el ection.  T he test shal l  be conducted at: 

Becker P ubl ic S chool s District O ffice,  12000 Hancock S t. ,  
Becker, M innesota

on O ctober 31, 2025 at 1 o’cl ock p.m .  Interested individual s are 
authorized to attend and observe.  If you have any que stions, pl ease 
contact A ngel a O swal d at 763- 261- 4502, x3.

    
Dated: 10/ 21/ 25

BY  O R DER  O F  THE S C HO O L BO A R D
/ s/  P ete W eismann
S chool  District C l erk
Indep endent S chool  District N o. 726
(Becker P ubl ic S chool s)
S tate of Minnesota
(P ubl ished in the P atriot: 10/ 25/ 25.)

C I T Y  O F  B I G  L A K E
NO T I C E  T O  R E SI D E NT S

VA C A NC Y  O N T H E  P L A NNI NG  C O M M I SSI O N
N O TIC E IS  HER EBY  GIV EN  that the C ity of Big Lake is pr es-

entl y seeking ap p l icants to fil l  two (2) vacancies on the Big Lake 
P l anning C ommission. E ach vacancy is a 4- year term.

The P l anning C ommission meets at 6: 00 p.m . on the first Mon-
day of the month and advises the C ity C ouncil  on l and use decisions 
such as pl at appr oval s, variance and conditional  use pe rmit reque sts, 
and pl anned unit devel opm ents.  

A ny C ity resident interested in serving on the P l anning C ommis-
sion shoul d submit a l etter of interest that incl udes a descript ion of 
empl oyment and educational  background which may be rel evant to 
the po sition as wel l  as reasons for appl ying and their aspi rations for 
the future of Big Lake. C ontact C ommunity Devel opm ent Director 
Marie P opp at 763- 463- 9638 or mpopp@ bigl akemn.or g with que s-
tions. The l etter of interest can be submitted by:

Mail  or del ivery: Big Lake C ity Hal l
A ttn:  Marie P opp, C ommunity Devel opm ent Director
160 L ake S treet N orth
Big Lake, M N  55309  

E- Mail : MP opp@ bigl akemn.or g
A ppl ic atio n s w il l  b e ac c epted un til  5 : 0 0  p. m .  o n  T h ursday,  

Nove m b er 6, 2025.
/ s/  Gina W ol beck, C ity C l erk
C ity of Big Lake
(P ubl ished in the P atriot: 10/ 25/ 25.)

*I M P O R T A NT  P R O P E R T Y  T A X  H O M E ST E A D  NO T I C E *
T H I S WI L L  A F F E C T  Y O UR  2026 P R O P E R T Y  T A X E S A ND  

E L I G I B I L I T Y  F O R  P R O P E R T Y  T A X  R E F UND .
H ave  you  purc h ased or  m ove d in to a prop erty in  th e past year? 
C ontact your county assessor to fil e a homestead ap p l ication if you or 
a q ual ifying rel ative occup y the p rop erty as a homestead on or before 
December 31, 2025.
Wh at is a qual if yin g r el ative ?
F or unoccupi ed agricul tural  pr ope rty, a qua l ifying rel ative incl udes 
the chil d,  grandchil d,  sibl ing,  or p arent of the owner or owner’s 
spous e.
F or occup ied agricul tural  or residential  p rop erty,  a q ual ifying rel ative 
al so incl udes the owner’s uncl e, a unt, ne phe w, or  niece.
Wh en  do I  appl y?
Y ou must appl y on or before December 31, 2025.
O nce homestead is granted,  annual  ap p l ications are not necessary 
unl ess they are reque sted by the county assessor.
C ontact the assessor by December 31, 2025 if the use of the pr ope rty 
you own or occupy as a qua l ifying rel ative has changed during the 
pa st year.
If you sel l , move, or for any reason no l onger qua l ify for the home-
stead cl assification,  you are req uired to notify the county assessor 
within 30 da ys of the change in homestead status.
S herburne C ounty A ssessor’s O ffice (763)  765- 4900
(P ubl ished in the P atriot: 10/ 25/ 25.)

Looking to 
advertise? 

Call the patriot at 
763.275.0275 today!

C I T Y  O F  C L E A R W A T E R
P UB L I C  NO T I C E

NO T I C E  O F  P UB L I C  A C C UR A C Y  T E ST I NG
SP E C I A L  E L E C T I O N – S E NA T E  D I ST R I C T  29 

NO T I C E  I S H E R E B Y  G I VE N,  that the C ity of C l earwater wil l  
be conducting a P ubl ic A ccuracy Test on the voting system eq uip -
ment (DS 200 & O mniBal l ot) that wil l  be used for the 2025 S p e-
cial  General  El ection. The P ubl ic A ccuracy Testing wil l  take pl ace 
on O ctober 30, 2025, at 9:00 a.m . at the Lions P ark P avil ion, 1100 
C ounty R oad 7 5 in C l earwater,  Minnesota.  The testing is op en to 
the publ ic. 
/ s/  A nnita S mythe, C ity A dministrator
C ity of C l earwater
(P ubl ished in the P atriot: 10/ 25/ 25

By Don Bellach, 
Contributing Writer

A l l  members of the Big 
Lake C ity C ouncil  were p res-
ent on W ed. ,  O ct.  8  and were 
joined by 12 cresidents who 
l ive near Mitchel l  F arm P ark 
(al so referred to as Teal  P ark).   
The p l ayground eq uip ment 
at their p ark was recentl y 
removed.  During the op en 
forum,  residents ex p l ained 
why the p ark was imp ortant 
to them and ex p ressed a de-
sire to have the eq uip ment 
rep l aced.  

Emy Mammenga p re-
sented a p etition she cl aimed 
was signed by 120 neigh-
bors and al so noted that as 
of W ednesday,  an onl ine 
p etition had another 92 signa-
tures.   S he was disap p ointed 
knowing that their tax  dol l ars 
woul d be used for other p arks 
and not their own.   

“It’s been 3 0 years, ”  she 
said.  “W e’ve had time to try 
to either rep air it or p l an for 
removal  and rep air. ”

That sentiment was 
shared by S haun Dunkl e,  
who l ives directl y adjacent to 
the park.  His voice filled with 
emotion,  S haun ex p l ained 
why the p ark was imp ortant 
for the neighborhood and his 
famil y.  

“F or the five years 
that my chil dren and I have 
l ived there,  we’ve enjoyed 
that p l ayground every fair-
weather day, ”  he said.   “It was 
more than eq uip ment.   There 
were friendship s formed 
there.   There were chil dren 
who l earned to swing and 
share that swing with their 
neighbors and it’s where a 
community gathered and 
bonded.   S ince the eq uip ment 
has been moved,  the neigh-
borhood has felt significantly 
q uieter and l onel ier and a l it-
tl e l ess whol e. ”   

Dunkel  concl uded by 
asking council  to direct staff 
to figure out rep l acement 
costs and consider funding 
cap abil ities to rebuil d the 
p ark.  

N eighborhood residents 
were confused about what 
hap p ened and why.   Kieren 
and Evie tol d council  they 
didn’t have any answers for 
them as they went door- to-
door to gather signatures for 
the p etition or when they met 
their friends in the now emp ty 
p ark.   

“I was real l y sad because 
it’s where my friends and I 
meet up  to tal k about things 
that hap p ened during our 
week, ”  said Evie.  

C o n sen t A g en da
Item 6 J  was removed 

from the C onsent A genda 
to be discussed and voted 
on sep aratel y.   Item 6 J  was 
asking council  to ap p rove an 
ex tension to P rairie Meadows 
4th A ddition Devel op ment 
A greement p rop osing to 
p ostp one the wear course in-
stal l ation until  O ct.  15,  2026  
to —  according to the buil der 
—  reduce the risk of dam-
age from heavy construction 
equipment using the finished 
roadway.

Hal vorson noted that 
the city was al ready on the 
hook for four other times that 
p rojects were p ostp oned by 
devel op ers,  but never com-
p l eted and wondered al oud 
why the city woul d do it a 
fifth time.  

F inance Director Deb 
W egel eben noted that be-
cause of new l etter of credit 
req uirements,  the buil der has 
an irrevocabl e l ine of credit 
where their l ender bank guar-
antees p ayment if the p roject 
is not comp l eted and the de-
vel op er is in defaul t.   That 
was enough to p ersuade four 
of the members who voted 
aye.   Hal vorson op p osed the 
measure.    

O ther items of note 
p assed in the consent agenda 
incl uded p urchases for Big 
Lake F ire Dep artment: C om-
p uter eq uip ment total ing 
$ 6 , 242. 6 2 and up grades to 
the p arking l ot of the BLF D,  
to be comp l eted by A stech 
S urface Technol ogies,  for 
$ 20, 16 5.   Both costs wil l  be 

eq ual l y sp l it between the city 
and township .   A l so ap p roved 
was the p urchase of a P arking 
Meter S ystem at Lakeside 
P ark total ing $ 5, 7 45.

Street P ro j ec t Update
C ity Engineer,  Layne 

O tteson up dated council  
about ongoing p rojects.   
W ork at Highl and Dr.  and the 
Mitchel l  R idge neighborhood 
began two weeks l ater than 
anticip ated however,  curbing 
has been rep l aced and road 
surfaces have been mil l ed.   
P aving is ex p ected to begin 
during the week of O ct.  27 .   
O tteson noted that C o.  R d.  
5 is a county p roject,  but did 
estimate that the final layer 
of p avement woul d be com-
p l eted in the nex t two weeks.  

F ire an d P o l ic e 
Updates
F ire C hief S eth Hanson 

shared cal l s for service num-
bers through J ul y.   There was 
a total  of 3 15 cal l s,  212 were 
for the city,  7 0 for the town-
ship ,  19 for O rrock,  and 14 
were mutual  aid cal l s.  

C hief of P ol ice J ohn 
Kaczmarek al so shared C F S  
numbers.  Through A ug. / S ep t.  
Big Lake P ol ice received 
23 3 0 cal l s.   N otabl e cal l s 
incl ude 15 DW I,  59 wel fare 
checks,  14 theft,  and 3  cal l s 
for burgl ary.  

C al l  f o r A c tio n
The final  moments of 

W ednesday’s meeting be-
came contentious.  Hal vorson 
cal l ed council  to readdress 
the decision to not rep l ace the 
eq uip ment at Mitchel l  F arm 
P ark at the nex t city council  
meeting.   

“If we’re sup p osed to 
rep resent tax p ayers and the 
tax p ayers have sp oken,  then 
I think if we don’t reeval u-
ate our thoughts,  we’re in the 
wrong, ”  Hal vorson said.

N oding agreed with Hal -
vorson and thought it woul d 
be a good idea to add an 
agenda item to the nex t city 
council  meeting to discuss 
how the city coul d rep l ace the 
eq uip ment.   However,  no for-
mal  p rop osal  was voted on.    

Citizens speak at city 
council about playgrounds
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WINTER IS COMING. 
ARE YOU READY FOR IT?

WINTER IS COMING. 
ARE YOU READY FOR IT?

We're committed to helping you 
through each and every season. 
Valley® service teams are trained 
to prepare your machine for any 
weather conditions, and know 
what your irrigation system needs 
to stay ready.

Schedule your Valley-certified 
preventative maintenance 
check today.

We're committed to helping you 
through each and every season. 
Valley® service teams are trained 
to prepare your machine for any 
weather conditions, and know 
what your irrigation system needs 
to stay ready.

Schedule your Valley-certified 
preventative maintenance 
check today.

valleyirrigation.com

valleyirrigation.com
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7551 St at e St reet
Clear L ak e,  M N  55319
32 0-743-3000

Looking to advertise? 
Call the patriot at 
763.275.0275 today!

Quality Building Supplies 
at Affordable Prices

Since 1975

BOOK YOUR ORDER!

Call for a FREE estimate
117th Ave., Milaca

(north end of Milaca off Central Ave)

BUILDING
$PECIAL$

320-983-6304 •1-800-818-1846

LATCHAM-LIND LUMBER &
POST FRAME BUILDINGS

14068 Bank St., becker
(ACROSS FROM SHERBURNE STATE BANK)

Hours: Sun-Thurs 11am-9pm Fri & Sat 11am-10pm

DINE IN ONLY! • MUST PRESENT 

COUPON • ONE COUPON PER VISIT

763-275-0270

 $50 or 
more!

$10 OFF$10 OFF
EXPIRES: November 7, 2025

628 Roosevelt Rd., Suite 101
St. Cloud, MN 56301

320-774-3789

Accepting all major insurance including Medicare.

w w w . eao f cm. co m

Having eye problems? We can help!

Specializing in:
• Cataracts

• Glaucoma

• Dry Eyes

“Dr. Gossman did an amazing job with 
my cataract surgery. I would highly 
recommend him!” 
— Mike Nehring, Cataract Surgery patient

• Diabetic Eye   

   Disease

• Macular 

   Degeneration

• Blurred Vision

• All Other Eye 

   Disorders

• Routine Eye Exams

Schedule your 
life-changing 

experience 
now!

Dr. Gossman has decades of experience & extensive training & expertise!

Dr. Mitchell 
Gossman

Dr. Melanie 
Thares

$7,500
$11,000

$14,000
$18,000

By Mary Nehring, 
Contributing Writer

C l earwater/ C l ear Lake 
F ood S hel f hosted a fund-
raiser S at. ,  O ct.  18  at the 
C l earwater Legion to hel p  
with the new food shel f 
buil ding. 

A  sil ent and l ive auc-
tion were hel d.

The C l earwater Lions 
p resented a check for 
$ 25, 000 to the C l earwater/
C l ear Lake F ood S hel f at 
their fundraiser hel d O ct.  
18, 2025 at C l earwater Le-
gion.

C l earwater Legion 
R iders,  Legion A ux il iary 
and 3  O f A  Kind al so p re-
sented checks to the food 
shel f,  as wel l .  A dditional  
donations were given from 
individual s.  

“W e want to thank ev-
eryone who attended our 
fundraiser and for al l  the 
donations that were p re-
sented to us, ”  said C l earwa-
ter/ C l ear Lake F ood S hel f 
pr esident Mary A braham.

Money is stil l  needed 
for the C l earwater/ C l ear 
Lake F ood S hel f.  If one 
woul d l ike to donate,  

e- mail  Mary A braham at 
cclfs29 54@ aol.com.

The new C l earwater/
C l ear Lake F ood S hel f 
buil ding is l ocated at 113 5 
C o.  R d.  7 5 in C l earwater,  
across the street from its 
original  l ocation.  Hours 

of op eration are Mondays 
5:3 0 to 7  p . m. ,  Tuesday 
9- 11 a. m.  and 6  to 8  p . m. ,  
W ednesdays 3 to 5 p.m . N o 
appoi ntment is needed. The 
food shel f can be reached at 
320- 558- 2954.

CLEARWATER/CLEAR LAKE FOODSHELF FUNDRAISER. A 
fundraiser was held Saturday, October 18 at Clearwater Le-
gion including a meal and both a silent an live auction. (Sub-
mitted Photo).

Clearwater/Clear Lake 
Food Shelf hosts fundraiser

By Bill Morgan, 
Editor

The Becker F ire De-
p artment hel d their annual  
O p en House l ast S aturday to 
throngs of curious p eop l e on 
a beautiful ,  fal l  day.

The event ran from l ate 
morning to earl y afternoon 
and incl uded a p l ethora of 
fun activities and l earning ex -
p eriences.  

As usual, the fire depart-
ment station had a bounce 
house inside al ong with food 
and drink choices,  bal l oons,  
raffl es and more.  O utside,  
there were free truck rides 
through the city as wel l  as 
some demos and a visit from 
N orth Memorial ’s A ir C are 
chop p er.

Also outside, firefight-
ers instructed youngsters on 
handling a fire hose while 
shooting water at a simul ated 
burning buil ding.  A l l - in- al l ,  
the day was del ightful  for al l  
visitors who wanted to know 
more about their local fire de-
p artment.

BECKER FIREFIGHTER DAVE DAULHIMER aided second 
grader Aspen Haas with the fire hose during last weekend’s 
BFD Open House. (Patriot Photo by Deven Haas).

BFD Open House a 
delight on Oct. 11

NORTH MEMORIAL’S AIR CARE HELICOPTER came in for 
a landing near the fire station Saturday and guests were al-
lowed to get an up-close view of the life-saving vehicle. (Pa-
triot Photo by Deven Haas).

TRUCK RIDES (right 
photo) is always a main at-
traction at the Open House 
as the Haas girls — Aspen and 
Aria — get excited to take a 
trip around the block. (Pa-
triot Photo by Deven Haas).
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Corn maze, hay rides & games 
The Barn boutique is filled with 

fall décor,  60+ varieties of 
pumpkins, gourds & squash, 

honey, popcorn 
and so much more!

9241 100th Ave SE, 
Clear Lake

Open Sept.1- Oct. 31
763-670-8995

9241 100th Ave SE, Clear Lake
Open Sept. 1- Oct. 31

763-670-8995

Corn Maze, hay rides & games
�e Barn Boutique is �lled 

with fall décor, 60+ varieties of 
pumpkins, gourds & squash, 

honey, popcorn and 
so much more! Submitted Article

The S herburne C ounty 
4- H S hooting S p orts team 
showcased their hard work 
and dedication at the S tate 
4- H S hooting S p orts & 
W il dl ife Invitational ,  hel d 
S ept . 5- 7, 2025, in A l exa n-
dria, M innesota.

Y outh from across the 
state comp eted in events 
such as archery,  shotgun,  
air riÀe, .22 riÀe, and air 
p istol ,  al ong with S kil l a-
thon,  wil dl ife cal l ing,  and 
conservation pr ojects.

Team members in-
cl ude: C ol ton Bond,  Grace 
Dahl in,  S arah Bl ake,  El iz-
abeth Hagen,  P reston Hil l -
stom,  W yatt S chaumburg,  
N oah Bl ake,  S il as Dahl in,  
Leah S chl ueter,  S imeon 
LaDoux ,  S amuel  Bl ake,  
J ubi l ee LaDoux ,  Lol a 
LaDoux ,  S hul a LaDoux ,  
N eva S chaumburg,  Titus 
S chaumburg,  and P i p er 
Kol binger.

C oaches inc l ude: 

Michae l  Bond ,  Tim 
Hagen,  Matt S avage,  C ol e 
P etroske,  Kasandra S cha-
umburg,  Eric S chaumburg,  
Kyl e Haugen,  and P aul  

Haugen.
The p rogram hel p s 

youth build confidence, re-
sp onsibil ity,  and teamwork 
through safe and educa-

tional  shooting sp orts.  Learn 
more at extension.umn.
edu/4-h-showcase-events/
state-4-h-shooting-sports-
and-wildlife-invitational.

THE SHERBURNE COUNTY 4-H SHOOTING SPORTS TEAM competed at the State Invitational 
in Alexandria in September. (Submitted Photo).

4-H Shooting Sports team 
competes at State Invitational

By Ken Francis, 
Contributing Writer

The Big Lake cross 
country runners have been 
battl ing and struggl ing with 
heat and humidity over 
their pa st few meets.

But that changed l ast 
week at the Mississip p i 8  
C onference C hamp ionship s 
at the P onds Gol f C ourse 
in S t.  F rancis when the 
weather was cool  and rainy.

“The kids real l y han-
dl ed the weather wel l , ” said 
C oach Todd Trutna.  “It’s 
not easy to run fast in 
steady rain, but they stayed 
focused and kep t comp et-
ing.”

The varsity boys 
bounced back with a third 
place finish behind Becker 
and C ambridge- Isanti,  l ed 
by Gavin F l avin, who took 
third in 16: 11.4.

He was fol l owed by 
Trent Erickson (ninth,  
16 :48 ) ,  Theo J ohnson 
(15th,  16 :58 ) and J ack 
S chmidt (16 th,  17 :00),  al l  
earning A l l - C onference 
recognition.

“Q uite unusual  that 
you have four al l - confer-
ence runners and finish in 
third p l ace, ”  said C oach 
Trutna. “It shows the com-
p etitiveness at the top  of 
our conference.”

El i Henning finished 
26 th in 18 :04 and earned 
Honorabl e Mention hon-
ors,  whil e Max  Baron (3 1st,  
18 :13 ),  El i S chal l er (49th,  
19:01) and N ichol as Er-

ickson (50th,  19:01) com-
p l eted the varsity sq uad.  
A nd the team showed its 
dep th when the J V boys 
won their team titl e behind 
Evan Hitter and A very J arvi 
who finished 1-2 in 18:48 
and 19:02 respe ctivel y.

F or the girl s,  ninth-
grader S hay F rance in her 
first season as a cross-coun-
try runner,   l ed the way with 
an imp ressive six th- p l ace 
finish in 19:46.6, earning 
A l l - C onference honors and 
l eading the team to a sev-
enth-place finish.

S he was fol l owed 
by Hazel  Gul dseth (3 6 th,  
21:51) who had another 
strong run and l owered her 
p ersonal  best by about 20 
seconds.  

El sie J agusch (44th,  
22:42) and C l ara Devine 
(46 th,  22:51) al so set p er-
sonal  best times by about 
10 seconds.  R ounding out 
the varsity sq uad were 
A ubri J udge (53 rd,  23 :47 ),  
A insl ey McGuire (54th,  
23 :57 ),  and C hl oe Howe 
(6 1st,  25:05) al l  of whom 
set season’s best times.

“Though the team 
woul d have l iked to have 
p l aced a bit higher, ” said 
C oach Trutna,  “their train-
ing has been going wel l  and 
they are starting to p eak at 
the right p oint in the sea-
son.”

The Hornets comp eted 
in the S ection 5A A  C ham-
p ionship s Thursday at 
A p ol l o High S chool  in S t.  
C l oud, r esul ts next  week.

BL runners impressive at 
M8 Conference meet

By Mary Nehring, 
Contributing Writer

All 10 classes of Becker first graders visited the Farm 
F riends Barn on O ctober 13 a nd 14. 

They p articip ated in a p rairie wal k,  l earned about 
grains and harvested the garden they p l anted l ast S p ring 
as Kindergarteners. This incl uded corn, pot atoes, onions, 
carrots and sunÀowers.

BECKER FIRST GRADERS harvested a trailer-load of pota-
toes that will be donated to the Becker food shelf. (Submitted 
Photo).

Becker first grade students 
learn about grains, farming

Submitted Article

P rofessional  Mechan-
ical  S ervices of Big Lake,  
was awarded the Diamond 
A ward at the 10th A n-
nual  HomeS erve C ontrac-
tors C onference hel d O ct.  
14- 15 at the W al t Disney 
W orl d Dol phi n Hotel . This 
award recognizes P rofes-
sional  Mechanical  S er-
vices as a standout p artner 
in HomeS erve’s network 
of more than 2, 900 skil l ed 
trades contractors across 
N orth A merica. 

The Diamond A ward 
is p resented to contractors 
who consistentl y del iver 
ex cept ional  service through 
sol id business pr actices, in-
novation, attention to detail  
and ex cep tional  customer 
care. 

In addition,  P rofes-
sional  Mechanical  al so 
was awarded the P innacl e 
P erformer A ward for the 
Midwest R egion.  The P in-
nacl e P erformer A ward is 
given to the top- pe rforming 
contractor p artners in each 
region who consistentl y 
del ivered ex cep tional  ser-
vice, hel d their teams to the 
highest l evel  of account-
abil ity and ensured their 
op erations were in l ine 
with HomeS erve’s val ues 
and goal s. 

The annual  conference 
brought together l ess than 
150 contractors,  rep resent-
ing the top five percent of 
HomeS erve’s contractor 
network,  for p resentations 
and workshop s on cus-
tomer service,  technol ogy 
and business growth strat-
egies;  a tradeshow;  and an 
awards ceremony. W inners 
were sel ected based on 
eval uations of their p er-
formance metrics,  with a 
focus on customer service 
ex cel l ence,  rep air q ual ity,  
resp onsiveness and timel i-
ness. 

“Earning the Diamond 

A ward is a testament to the 
unwavering dedication that 
P rofessional  Mechanical  
S ervices has shown in de-
l ivering ex cep tional  rep air 
services and p rioritizing 
customer satisfaction for 
our shared customers, ”  Tom 
R usin,  HomeS erve N orth 
A merica C EO , said. “Their 
tirel ess efforts to raise the 
bar for q ual ity make them 
an inval uabl e p art of our 
mission to simp l ify home-
ownership .  C ongratul a-
tions on this wel l - deserved 
recognition! ”  

C el ebrating its 10th 
year,  the C ontractors C on-
ference is more than an 
awards event;  it’s an op -
p ortunity to recognize the 
best p rofessional s in the 
skil l ed trades.  The recip i-
ents, incl uding P rofessional  
Mechanical  S ervices repr e-
sent the highest standards in 
customer care and technical  
expe rtise. 

P rofessional  Mechan-
ical  S ervices p rovides 
HV A C ,  p l umbing,  drain 
cl eaning,  el ectrical  and 

insul ation services to the 
Greater Minneap ol is- S t .  
P aul  area from two l oca-
tions with nearl y 3 0 em-
pl oyees.  

“O ur contractor p art-
ners are the backbone of 
everything we do,”  S yl ves-
ter C riscone,  HomeS erve’s 
S enior V ice P resident of 
C ontractor Management 
and A dministration,  said.  
“P rofessional  Mechani-
cal  S ervice’s work ex em-
plifies the excellence and 
p rofessional ism that make 
HomeS erve a trusted source 
for home rep air sol utions.  
W e are pr oud to honor their 
achievements and thankful  
for their inval uabl e pa rtner-
ship.”  

HomeS erve,  in coop -
eration with its contractor 
network,  offers emergency 
home rep air services to 
more than 4. 5 mil l ion cus-
tomers,  servicing hundreds 
of thousands of househol ds 
each year.  N etwork con-
tractors incl ude p l umbers,  
el ectricians and HV A C  and 
ap p l iance technicians p ro-

viding service across a va-
riety of househol d systems. 
HomeS erve customers al so 
have access to a rep air ho-
tl ine avail abl e 24 hours 
a day,  3 6 5 days a year to 
schedul e a repa ir. 

F or more information,  
visit homeserve.com. 

PROFESSIONAL MECHANICAL SERVICES AND HOMESERVE NORTH AMERICA REPRESENTA-
TIVES, including, from left, Matt Chenowith, HomeServe Midwest Regional Operations Manager; 
Jonathan Cunningham, HomeServe Vice President of Contractor Operations, Robert Judson, 
HomeServe Chief Operating Officer; Kari Gust, Troy Powers, Stacy Zahler and Ryan Rowland 
of Professional Mechanical Services, Tom Rusin, HomeServe Chief Executive Officer; Sylvester 
Criscone, HomeServe Senior Vice President of Contractor Management and Administration; 
and Bryan Rooney, HomeServe Senior Director of Operations, celebrated the Big Lake, Minneso-
ta-based company earning the Diamond Award during the 10th annual HomeServe Contractor 
Awards held Oct. 14-15 in Orlando, Fla. (Submitted Photo).

Professional Mechanical Services honored with Award
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PROUD SPONSOR
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763-262-5850
tjpottertrucking.com

Business & Professional 
Services  Directory

Attorneys

PETERSON - 
GRIMSMO

FUNERAL CHAPEL
Serving your 

community since 1933
250 East Broadway

Monticello, MN 55362
763-295-2918

Our family serving yours!

Funeral

Serving the Metro &
Surrounding Areas Since 1967
www.c-sblacktopping.com
Major Credit Cards accepted

FREE ESTIMATES
a “green” paving contractor

RESIDENTIAL COMMERCIAL
PAVING CONTRACTORS

763.428.2225

Blacktopping

Mulch

15920 Hwy. 10, Becker • 763-262-0871

MULCH • ROCK • BLACK DIRT • SAND
Additional products available!
We can load or delivery available!
Open to the public 
Mon. - Fri., 7am to 5pm 
and Sat., 8am to noon

Apply in person, 1 mile east of Becker, 
137th left, 1/8 mile on left. 612-747-0163    

NOW HIRING!
KASOWSKI GROUP

• FT FARM LABOR
• FT EQUIPMENT OPERATOR • FT FARM MECHANIC

B E CK E R  PU B L I C 
SCH O O L S I S H I R I N G  

SCH O O L  B U S D R I V E R S! !

Up to $60 per route based on experience.
Benefits include:
*Health, Dental, & LTD (Coverage year round)
* Paid personal, sick, and holidays
* PERA (Public Employee Retirement Assoc.)
* 403 (B) Matching Retirement Options

$2,000 SIGN ON BONUS!!

*NOW OFFERING PAID TRAINING

Co nt act  us  t o d ay !  
763-2 61-458 8

*MINIMUM OF 3.5 HOURS A DAY WITH 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR MORE

Developing Self-Directed Learners to 
Thrive in a Changing Global Community

Employment
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIALRESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

BUSSE’S SEPTIC PUMPING
Call for an Appointment 320-743-2482

• Installation of Sewer Systems
• Sewer Inspection & Design • Septic Pumping

& Repairs • Bobcat & Backhoe Work

SEPTIC PUMPING

BUSSE’S SEPTIC PUMPING
Call for an Appointment 320-743-2482

• Installation of Sewer Systems
• Sewer Inspection & Design • Septic Pumping

& Repairs • Bobcat & Backhoe Work

SEPTIC PUMPINGThe Grass Is Always Greener Over The Septic TankThe Grass Is Always Greener Over The Septic Tank

Septic Pumping

320-743-2479 
• dahlensheetmetal@frontier.com

Clear Lake, MN
www.dahlensheetmetal.com

763-262-1454
Becker, MN

763-452-2500
Big Lake, MN

320-743-2204
Clear Lake, MN

FUNERAL HOME • CREMATION SERVICES

www.williamsdingmann.com

FAMILY FUNERAL HOMES

SPONSORED BY:

8852 Cty Rd 23
Becker, MN 

Phone:
763.261.5656

Ralph du Monceaux, Owner
Free Loaners ~ Free Estimates 

~ Honest Work

763-261-5656
Ralph’s

Auto Body

• BECKER
Grace Lutheran Church (LCMS)
Pastor: David M. Johnson, 763-262-7782, 11185 27th Ave SE. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am, Sun. School 10:30am, Wed. J.U.M.P. 6pm.
Becker Baptist Church
Pastors: Nathan Bucher (Senior), Kevin Drehmel (Youth) & Amy Drehmel 
(Dir. of Child/Fam. Ministry), 763-261-4202, 11951 Hancock St. Services: 
Sun. Worship/Children 10:30am. During the school year: AWANA for 
Kids/Sun. School 9:15am. Midweek Connect for Kids 6:30pm. Please reg-
ister Kids on our webite. Youth Group: Wed. 6:30pm. www.beckerbaptist.
org. 
Becker Evangelical Free Church
Pastors: Gerald Deppa (Interim Senior), Chris Salvevold (Youth), 763-261-
4125, Becker High School, Office: 11373 150th Ave SE. Services: Sun. 
Worship/Teaching/Fellowship 10am.
Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 12100 Sherburne Ave. Services: Sat. 
Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8:30am & 10:30am. Masses held 1st, 3rd & 5th Sun-
days of the month. (Masses held on 2nd & 4th Sundays in Big Lake).
Faith (Becker) Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Yolanda Denson-Byers & Vicar Molly Wills, 763-261-5751, 11755 
Sherburne Ave. Services: Sun. Worship 9:30am (Holy Communion on the 
1st & 3rd Sundays) Nursery available. Sun. school 9:55am, Refreshments 
& fellowship at 10:30am, Wed. programs: 6:00pm Wed. Worship, 6:30pm 
7th – 9th grade confirmation, 7:30pm Youth Group 1st & 3rd Wed. Bible 
Studies: Tues. 9:00am www.faithlutheran-becker.org.
Oakwood Community Church Assemblies of God
Pastors: Gerry Bass & Sarah, 763-220-6004, 13140 1st St (SW Corner of 
Becker Furniture World). Services: Sun. Bible Study/Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Snake River Free Church
Pastor: Steve Johnston, 612-219-8648, 180th St SE. Services: Sun. Worship/
Sun. School 10:30am., Hymn Sing is second Sun. of every month.
Becker Christian Center & Abundant Grace Church
Pastor: Ken Hanson, 763-262-2177, 15455 59th St SE. Services: Sun. Praise 
& Worship 9:30am, Wed. Family Fellowship 7pm.
Beacon House of Prayer
Pastors: Brian & Linda Holmes, 763-263-3771, 12264 Pleasant Ave. Ser-
vices: Thurs. Worship 6:30pm.
Free Grace United
Pastor: Kevin Wilson, 763-245-0001, Becker High School, 12000 Hancock 
St, Enter door 11. Services: Wed. Worship 6:30pm.

• BIG LAKE
Acts Seventh-Day Adventists Community Church
Pastor: Bill Nixon, 763-263-2287, 20455 187th Ave NW. Services: Sat. 
Worship 9am, Sat. Sabbath School 10:15am.
Bethany Bible Church
763-263-2167, 511 Eagle Lake Road. Services: Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Bridgeview Assembly of God
Pastor: Steve Royalty, 763-263-6274, 20500 County Road 11. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am & 10:45am, Wed. groups (kids/youth/adults) 6:30pm.
SVEA Hill Covenant Church
Pastor: Don Bellach, 763-263-6322, 16392 235th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Cornerstone Baptist Church
Pastor: Gordon Langdon, 763-263-7878, 15300 County Road 35. 
Hope Lutheran Church (ELCA) in Orrock
763-262-0028. www.hopeintherefuge.weebly.com.
IFLESIA AMOR VIVIENTE Living Love Church
Pastores: Juan & Patricia Aguayo, 763-607-5403, 21 Lake St N. Services: 
Sat. 6pm.
Lord of Glory Lutheran Church
Pastor: Marty Mably, 763-263-3090, 15550 190th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
8am & 10:30am.
Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 440 Lake St N. Services: Sat. Mass 
5pm; Sun. 8:30am & 10:30am. Masses held on 2nd & 4th Sundays of the 
month (Masses held on 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays in Becker).
Riverside Church
Online: www.myrc.church, 763-263-2410, 20314 County Road 14. Ser-
vices: Sun 8:45am, 10:30am & 12:05pm.
Saron Lutheran Church
Pastor: Kyle Sidlo, 763-263-2209, 311 Lake St. S. Services: Sun. Worship 

9:30am, indoors or livestream.
Spirit Life Church
763-262-LIFE, 221 Lake St N. Services Sun. mornings 9:45am. Going 
Deeper Sun. 9am. Prophetic Praayer Wed. 7pm.

• SANTIAGO
South Santiago Lutheran Church ELCA
Pastor: Allison Peterson, 763-662-2048, 14675 37th St. Services: Sun. 8am. 
and 10 am, Sun. School 9am.
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church E.L.S. & Princeton Evangelical School
Pastor: Timothy Zenda, 763-662-2570, 18977 17th St. Services: Sun. 
School/Bible Class 10:30am, Divine Worship 9am.
Glendorado Lutheran (ELCA)
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Shari Routh, 920-573-0193, 1100 186th Ave NE. Services: Sun 
Good Shepherd 9am, Sun. Glendorado 10:30am.
Gethsemane Church (ELCA) – Ronneby
Pastor: Barbara Peterson, 320-983-5002, 14478 78th St. NE. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Glendorado Evangelical Country Church
Pastor: Sam Alfano, 763-662-2244, 16999 Glendorado Road NE. Services: 
Sun. School 9:30am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• CLEAR LAKE
Living Waters Church
320-699-0876, 7830 Church St. Services: Sun. Worship 10am, Starting in 
Sept. Wed. night Ladies in Recovery study at 6:30pm.
Trinity Lutheran Church Missouri Synod
Pastor: Josh Reber, 320-743-2919, 8641 Main Ave. Services: Sun. Worship 
8:45am, Sun. School 9:45am.
SHED Church - Non-Denomination in Palmer
Pastor: TBD, 320-241-0123, Palmer Town Hall, 4180 105th Ave. Services: 
Sun. 5pm. www.shedchurch.org.
St. Marcus Catholic Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-743-2481, 8701 Main Ave. Services: Mon.  
& Wed. Mass 8am, Sat. Confessions 4:15pm, Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. 8am.

• DUELM
St. Lawrence Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-968-7502, 10915 Duelm Road NE. Ser-
vices: Sun. Mass 10am, Tues. Mass 8am.

• CLEARWATER
Clearwater United Methodist Church
Pastor: Alison Hendley, 320-558-2581, 405 Main St. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9:30am.
Freedom Bible Baptist Church
320-434-347, 605 Lime St. (Old Clearwater Post Office). Services: Sun. 
Prayer 9am, Sun. School 9:30am, Sun. Worship 10:45am.
Rejoice Lutheran Church – ELCA
Pastor: Jim Bump, 320-558-6851, 1155 County Road 75. 
Services: Sun. School that begins in Worship 9:30am. 
Livestream worship at Rejoice’s Youtube Channel, 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsJGuBda4orT9TWYii5wmGw
Church of St. Luke
Father: Dennis Backer, 320-558-2124, 17545 Huber Ave NW. Services: 
Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8am & 10am, Weekday Mass Tues.-Fri. 8am/
Sat. 9am.
Tri-County Alliance Church
Pastor: David Fogal, 320-558-2750, 8464 160th St NW. Services: Sun. 
School 9am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• SILVER CREEK
Immanuel Lutheran Church
Pastor: Ken Tatkenhorst, 763-878-2820, 11390 Elliot Ave NW. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am
Silver Creek Community Church
Pastor: Zach Pryor, 320-963-3957, 4282 114th St NW. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9am, Sun. Fellowship 10am, Sun. School 10:30am. 

• SAINT CLOUD
Faith Lutheran Church
Pastor: Joshua Reber, 320-252-3315, 3000 County Road SE. Worship: Sun. 
10:15am.

RYAN HUBBARD
763-263-8334 
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6715 125th Ave - Clear Lake, MN
320.743.2387 • Cell: 320.290.9843

Scott & Tonia Ulsby

KEN GEROUX CONSTRUCTION
C O R P O R A T I O N

Integrity • Excellence
Uncompromising Customer Satisfaction

Lic. #BC002757
Big Lake • 763-263-6878

Order Online!

Becker Pizza Depot
The Area’s Best Pizza -- Ask Anyone!

14281 Bank Street, Becker • 763-262-2700
www.BeckerPizzaDepot.com • Facebook: Pizza Depot

Pizza, Wings & More

290 EAGLE LAKE RD. N. BIG LAKE
763-263-3262 • WWW.CORNEROAKSDENTAL.COM

FAMILY & COSMETIC DENTISTRY

DR. REED DILL & 
DR. PETER KUEFLER

16455 122nd St Becker MN 55308

763-263-9471

Big Lake

 763-263-6350
parkdental.com

Church DirectoryChurch DirectoryChurch Directory

320-743-2479 
• dahlensheetmetal@frontier.com

P.O. Box 646 • Becker, MN 55308
www.dahlensheetmetal.com

Becker 763-261-4200  |  Princeton 763-389-4099
Monticello 763-271-7177

www.sherburnestatebank.com

Your Hometown Bank

Sh erb urn e
State B an k

Member 
FDIC

763-262-4237

M-F
8AM-

4:30PM

Owner: Chad Schwintek
13050 1st Street Becker, MN 55308

24 
HOUR
Towing & recovery

19640 200th Ave., Big Lake

• Family Owned 
    & Operated
• Light, Medium and 
    Heavy Duty  Towing 

• Lockouts 
• Jump Starts 
• Winch Recovery

www.bobstowingandrecovery.com

• BIG LAKE 
• ELK RIVER 
• MONTICELLO

Join your neighbors and friends to gain information ~ Enjoy coffee and refreshments in a
relaxing and friendly atmosphere ~ Enter a door prize drawing. The seminar date is quickly

approaching, so please call us at 763.452.2500 tomake your reservations TODAY!

FREE Advance Planning Seminar

Tuesday, September 17, 2019
6:30 ­ 8:00 p.m.

Williams Dingmann Funeral Home
611 Rose Dr

Big Lake, MN 55309
RSVP: 763.452.2500

Be Our Guest

763-262-1454 - Becker
763-452-2500 - Big Lake

320-743-2204 - Clear Lake
williamsdingmann.com

Electrical

Sheet Metal

Funeral

BECKER PUBLIC SCHOOLS IS HIRING! 
BE A PART OF OUR TEAM!

for information on all our openings, please visit www.becker.k12.mn.us
Questions?  Contact AngelA Oswald @ 763-261-4502, option 3

2025-26 School Year Substitutes:
• TEACHERS

• PARAPROFESSIONALS
• CUSTODIANS

• FOOD SERVERS/
DISHWASHERS

• BUS AND VAN DRIVERSAuctions

•••••• UPCOMING AUCTIONS ••••••

THIS IS A PARTIAL LISTING. B.P. & MN tax applies. 
See website for more: 
www.midwestauctions.com/sharer 
Keith Sharer Auction Service

320-267-1963

3825 Shadowood Dr. NE. Sauk Rapids, MN  
Directions: St. Cloud, E. on Hwy 23 Left 0n 40th (Follow Signs)

SUNDAY
OCTOBER 26TH @ 11:00 AM

ANTIQUES, HOUSEHOLD & TOOLS

SUNDAY
NOVEMBER 2ND @ 11:00 AM

ANTIQUES, HOUSEHOLD & TOOLS

Antiques, Collectibles, Household & décor’, 
Furniture, Tools & outdoor, Yard & garden & Shop

Now Taking Consignments

ASAP Pumping Service

• Commercial septic Pumping
• Residential Septic Tank Pumping 
• Holding Tanks• Routine Maintenance
• Tank Compliance• Emergency Service

Call 
763 415-0319

Serving Becker, Big Lake, Elk 
River and Surrounding Area

Emergency 
Service!

Proudly serving the communities of 
Becker, Big Lake, Clear Lake and 

Clearwater!
We appreciate your business and readership!

St. Marcus Church 
Blood Drive

8701 Main Ave. Clear Lake

Give 
Blood

Mon., Nov. 3, 2025  
11:30am-5:30pm

By Maria Moore, 
Contributing Writer

The Becker girl s’ soc-
cer team worked ext remel y 
hard this season, and it pa id 
off with a 10- 4- 3  overal l  
record. 

They al so received a 
second-place finish in the 
Mississip p i 8  C onference 
and earned the number two 
seed in the 6 A A  sections.  
However,  the girl s did end 
up  l osing in the sectional  

semifinal  against Monti-
cel l o. 

The team wil l  miss 
graduating seniors C ap tain 
A very A twood,  Lorel ei 
C l ouse,  Meghan P erson,  
and Gracie Bermel . 

“Each of these seniors 
has contributed so much 
to the team,  both on and 
off the field,” said coaches 
A rnol d C hangamire and 
Emil y Barthel . “Their com-
mitment,  ex amp l e,  and l ove 
for the game have hel p ed 

shape  the cul ture of Becker 
soccer for years to come.” 

Throughout the sea-
son,  the girl s worked re-
l entl essl y to show off their 
skil l s on the fiel d with 
their teamwork,  effort,  and 
strong defensive p resence.  
W ith rising tal ent from the 
J V  team and strong return-
ing varsity p l ayers,  the fu-
ture of the Bul l dog’s l ooks 
bright.

THE BECKER GIRLS SOCCER TEAM ended their season with a record of 10-4-3, a second place 
conference finish, and earned spot as the #2 seed in the 6AA sections. (Submitted Photo).

Becker girls soccer ends 
season at 10-4-3

BECKER’S SUPER ATHLETE Adele Changamire has broken 
the girls soccer record for the most goals scored in a single 
season with 33 goals in 17 games. An amazing display of Chan-
gamire’s incredible talents on the pitch. (Submitted Photo).

New school record! More accolades!

ADELE CHANGAMIRE
was also selected as a first 
team Class AA All State Girls 
Soccer player for the 2025 fall 
season. (Submitted Photo).
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Congratulations

Becker Girls and 
Boys CC Teams!
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BECKER, MN | (763) 263-8334 | HUBMN.COM

Congratulations on your
conference championship titles

Becker Cross Country!

RESIDENTIAL | COMMERCIAL | INDUSTRIAL

BBEECCKKEERR,R,R MMNN || ((776633)) 226633-88333344 || HHUUBBMMNN.CCOM

CCoonnggrrraattuullaattiioonnss oonn yyoouurr
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Congratulations 
Becker Boys & Girls 

Cross Country Teams
2025 Conference 

Champions!

12432 ENERGY DRIVE SE BECKER
612-453-4400

CONGRATULATIONS 
BECKER BOYS & GIRLS 

CROSS COUNTRY 
CONFERENCE 

CHAMPS!

Becker • 763-262-5850
tjpottertrucking.com

Congratulations Becker CC Teams
By Maria Moore, 

Contributing Writer

The Becker boys’ 
cross country team 
managed to do it again 
with a first-place con-
ference championship. 

This would be the 
second time in program 
history and the first 
time that both the boys 
and the girls managed 
to earn the conference 
titles. 

They traveled 
to St. Francis for the 
Conference Champi-
onship meet. The meet 
was wet and slippery, 
which made it chal-
lenging on the course. 

JV Squad
For JV, Weston 

Denne (19:25) and 
Cooper Pany(19:31) 
earned conference rib-
bons. Carson Schuster 
took 20th in the race 
(20:14). Next was Tan-
ner Schmitt (21:36) 
with his best 10-sec-

ond PR time, and then 
Sean Geurkink (22:03). 
Aiden Jacobs (23:17) 
earned a career PR. 
Last were Edoardo 
Serra (23:50), Brody 
Zinken (25:37), and 
Mason Corner (29:27). 

Varsity Squad
For varsity, Tan-

ner Felton (16:12) 
took fourth in the meet 
overall. Felton, Parker 
Spindler (16:30, fifth), 

Swanson (16:32, sixth), 
& Evan Hubbard 
(17:04, 18th) earned 
All-Conference hon-
ors. Brandt Hemmel-
garn (17:18), Holden 
Hubbard (18:13), and 
Mason Tschida (18:13) 
also performed well. 

“I was glad to see 
the Bulldogs rise to the 
challenge to retain the 
title and proud of them 
for not allowing stum-

bles along the course to 
derail them at all,” said 
Coach Dustin Weege. 
“It is a testament to the 
character of these guys, 
and I look forward to 
seeing all that they can 
accomplish from this 
point onward with this 
season and beyond. 
These Bulldogs are an 
impressive group and a 
true joy to get to work 
with,” 

THE BECKER BOYS’ CROSS COUNTRY TEAM is shown above holding the con-
ference champions trophy. (Submitted Photo).

Becker boys CC takes 1st in conference

By Bill Morgan, 
Editor

The Becker Bulldog 
football team hosted the 
Detroit Lakes Lakers last 
Wednesday and came away 
with an easy, 33-0 shutout 
in their final regular season 
game of 2025.

With the win, Becker 
evened their season record 
to 4-4 and will play at home 
Saturday against Princeton. 

Against Detroit Lakes, 
the Bulldogs started a little 
slow, scoring just one TD 
in the first quarter. That 
was accomplished by QB 
Tristan Kowalkowski’s 
four-yard pass completed 
to Sawyer Brown.

In the second, Kowal-
kowski found Brown again, 
this time from 24 yards out 
to put the home team up, 
14-0.

With under a minute to 
go in the first half, Kowal-
kowski took care of busi-
ness on his own, scoring on 
a one-yard plunge to put the 

Bulldogs up by three TDs at 
20-0 (xp was missed).

In the third after shut-
ting down the Lakers 
once again, Kowalkowski 
threw a bomb to Tarver 

Schendzielos for a TD from 
49 yards out to increase the 
score to 27-0.

In the fourth, Kowal-
kowski found Adam Wip-
per for a nine yard TD pass 

to make the final score, 
33-0.

Kowalkowski finished 
with 191 yards through the 
air on 14-of-20 completions 
and four TDs. He also had a 
rushing score.

On the gorund, Isiah 
Boyer gained 109 yards on 
14 carries while Brown had 
three carries for 32 yards.

Schendzielos led the 
receiving corps with 74 
yards on three catches and 
one TD. Brown had five 
catches for 48 yards and 
two scores.

On defense, Bennett 
Kujawa had a monster day 
as he tallied 10 tackles, two 
sacks and three tackles for 
loss. Andrew Fischer added 
six tackles to the stat sheet.

The Bulldogs finished 
with 400 total yards com-
pared to just 161 for the 
Lakers. Becker had 17 first 
downs compared to just 
nine for Detroit Lakes.

The three stars for the 
game were Kowalkowski, 
Boyer and Schendzielos.

BECKER WR ADAM WIPPER reeled in this nine-yard pass 
in the end zone to finish Becker’s scoring on the night against 
Detroit Lakes. (Submitted Photo by Anne Koste).

Bulldogs annihilate Lakers, 33-0

By Mark Kolbinger, 
Contributing Writer

It was a crazy success-
ful day for the Mork sisters 
- Izza and Grace - at the 
recent Ogilvie-Mora Swim 
Team (OMST) meet, as 
they each came home with 
a pool record.

It was also the Bull-
dogs’ final dual meet of the 
season, with Becker com-
ing out on top 100-72.

“It’s different to swim 
in Ogilvie because it’s a 
25 meter pool so the times 
need to be calculated from 
meters to yards after they 
swim so they know if 
they dropped time or not,” 
Coach Tina Tamm said.
“A first glance at the clock 
when you touch the wall 
will always show added 
time to your race but then 

you remember - the pool is 
longer.”

Grace Mork broke the 
2023 record for the 400M 
(500 yd) freestyle going 
4:39.06 (5:18.06), and 
Izza Mork broke the 2000 
pool record for the 100m 
breaststroke (100 yd) going 
1:18.31 (1:10.42).

Up Next
Next up for the Bull-

dogs is the JV champion-
ship meet in Monticello on 
Friday, Oct 24.

“We have our JV girls 
training for that right now 
while our varsity girls have 
begun their training for sec-
tions,” Tamm said.  “We 
still have 2.5 weeks until 
sections which gives us a 
lot of time to get ready.”

Sections will be held in 
Becker on Nov 6 - 8.

Morks break 
records at OMST

Submitted Article

Xcel Energy is making 
a first-of-its-kind proposal 
to build out a battery storage 
network across Minnesota, 
optimizing the state’s energy 
grid and helping the company 
meet the growing electricity 
needs of the communities it 
serves.

Under its Capacity*-
Connect proposal, Xcel En-
ergy will install up to 200 
megawatts of battery storage 
resources at strategic loca-
tions on the grid by 2028. De-
ployed in collaboration with 
Sparkfund, the distributed 
energy resources will help 
meet increasing demand for 
electricity, maintain reliable 
service for customers, max-
imize the efficiency of exist-
ing infrastructure, and support 
local jobs.

“We’re focused on sup-
porting economic growth and 
the needs of our communities 
by building out and modern-
izing our energy grid,” said 
Ryan Long, president of Xcel 
Energy-Minnesota, North 

Dakota and South Dakota. 
“We believe distributed en-
ergy resources are an import-
ant part of that strategy. They 
will complement our current 
plans for additional renew-
able and firm dispatchable 
generating resources to meet 
our customers’ needs.”

Xcel Energy’s approach 
takes advantage of its inte-
grated system planning pro-
cesses to determine the best 
customer locations to install 
the new battery storage re-
sources. The company will 
integrate the battery storage 
into its system operations, 
charging the batteries during 
times when energy is inex-
pensive and dispatching that 
energy to serve all customers 
during periods of peak de-
mand.

“By storing energy when 
it’s cheap, delivering it when 
it’s needed most and placing 
assets where they maximize 
grid value, Xcel Energy is 
delivering reliable energy to 
customers today and building 
a grid that is ready for tomor-
row,” said Pier LaFarge, CEO 

of Sparkfund. “Sparkfund 
will help Xcel Energy deploy 
distributed energy resources 
to meet growing customer en-
ergy needs, support economic 
growth in Minnesota and un-
lock the full value of the U.S. 
electric grid.”

Battery storage is an 
important part of Minne-
sota’s energy future. Xcel 
Energy’s recently approved 
Upper Midwest Energy Plan 
calls for the installation of 
600 megawatts of energy 
storage by the end of 2030. 
The proposed distributed ca-
pacity procurement will help 
achieve that goal, and Xcel 
Energy is bringing it for-
ward to the Minnesota Public 
Utilities Commission with 
the encouragement of many 
stakeholders.

Xcel Energy intends to 
locate the batteries at local 
businesses, commercial or 
industrial sites, or nonprofit 
organizations. This provides 
more customers – includ-
ing those in environmental 
justice communities – with 
an opportunity to benefit fi-

nancially from hosting clean 
energy technologies. Hosts 
would receive direct pay-
ments for participating in the 
program. Each site will have 
approximately one to three 
megawatts of storage (one 
megawatt is about the size of 
a shipping container).

Xcel Energy, in collab-
oration with Sparkfund, will 
scale the deployment so the 
grid can keep pace with in-
creasing demand while pri-
oritizing local workers and 
complying with the compa-
ny’s labor standards. Xcel 
Energy will operate each 
battery storage asset to main-
tain safety and security of the 
system. 

With this novel ap-
proach, Xcel Energy and 
Sparkfund will closely re-
view performance, costs, 
and customer experience as 
the program grows, ensuring 
this approach is cost-effective 
while supporting a clean, reli-
able and safe grid.

Xcel proposing first-in-the-nation 
distributed capacity procurement

By Bill Morgan, 
Editor

The Becker girls cross country 
team traveled to the Pond’s Golf 
Course in St. Francis Oct. 14 to com-
pete in the 2025 Mississippi 8 Con-
ference championship.

They came away with the con-
ference title!

Alyse Denne took fifth in a time 
of 19:44.2 to lead all Becker girls 
runners. She was followed by Kate-
lynn Brower (20:05.80) in ninth, 
Sydnee Bull (20:11.50) in 12th, 
20:12.70 Anna Wynia (20:12.70) in 

13th, Evelyn Malisheski (20:18.60) 
in 14th, Savannah Cunningham 
(20:22.90) in 16th, Laney 
Hodel (20:29.30) in 18th and Aysa 
Johnson (21:09.60) in 26th.

JV Squad
In JV, Sophia Otto (22:37.10) 

took second, Elizabeth Jones 
(22:37.90) took third, Lorelei Swan-
son (23:15.00) took fourth,  Addy 
Goenner (23:18.90) took sixth, Ab-
igail Frey (23:53.30) captured 10th, 
Greta Schmitt (24:45.40) took 20th, 
Naiya Hanson (25:24.80) took 26th 
and Charlotte Dirkes (31:09.70) took 
50th.

Becker girls CC takes 
1st  at St. Francis




