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PATRIOT OFFICE
763-275-0275
14054 Bank Street,
Box 458, Becker, MN 55308

The Patriot is the
official newspaper for Clear
Lake, Clearwater, Orrock,
Palmer & Santiago Town-
ships, City of Becker, Becker
Township and Becker School
District #726, City of Big Lake
and Big Lake School District
#727.The Patriot is also the
legal newspaper for the
Sherburne County financials.

LEGALS/CLASSIFIEDS/
OBITUARIES
Call 763-275-0275
or send an email to
legals@
patriotnewsmn.com

SPORTS STORIES
Call 763-275-0275 or
email Bill at
reporter.bill@
patriotnewsmn.com

ADVERTISING
Call 763-275-0275
or email Mary (adsales@
patriotnewsmn.com),
Deven (sales.@
patriotnewsmn.com) or
Carol (sales.carol@
patriotnewsmn.com).

DEADLINES:
Wednesday 11am Legals &
Notices, Wednesday 10 am

Display & Classified Ads.

WEBSITE
Check out each week’s
content at our website:
www.patriotnewsmn.com

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
The Patriot welcomes
letters to the editor.
Call 763-275-0275
or email Bill at
reporter.bill@
patriotnewsmn.com
Addresses and phone
numbers are required for
verification purposes.
The deadline for all letters is
T am Wednesday. Limit
letters to 200 words or less.
Letters will be printed at the
discretion of the Editor and
are subject to editing for
grammair, libel and brevity.
Two letters per writer per
subject each year.

OBITUARIES:
Obituaries are $75 prepaid.
The Editor reserves the right

to edit lengthy obituaries.

BUSINESS HOURS:
-Mon. - Wed. 8am to 5pm,
- Thurs. 8am to 3pm
- Friday CLOSED

SUBSCRIPTION RATES:
$100 annually, $50 for six
months, $25 for three months
or $9a month.

SUBMITTED MATERIAL:
There will be a $50 charge for
all thank you, engagement,
wedding and birth
announcement
pictures. The Patriot is not
responsible for
correctness of ads
received by telephone.

BECKER,
MINNESOTA

->.
ta)
w/
Recycle your
unwanted materials
We pay competitive

prices for all types of
scrap metal including:

> Vehicles

- Automotive batteries
» Aluminum cans

- Copper

s Brass

- Stainless steel

s Farm equipment
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FIND US

Run on100% renewable energy. ’
Operating hours: 7am - 4:30pm

INSERTS

-Menards
(All Zips)
‘Runnings
(All Zips)

‘Becker Post

Office closing

By Ken Francis,
Contributing Writer

The Sherburne County
Board is concerned about

: the impact the closing of

the Becker and relocation
of the Big Lake Post Office
will have on the residents of

. the area.

Tuesday, the board dis-
cussed some of the issues,
and possibly a preferred
resolution to the problem
that they outlined in an Oct.
15 letter from Board Chair
Gary Gray to the Postmas-
ter General.

“I am writing on behalf
of the Sherburne County

- Board of Commissioners

to express serious con-
cern regarding the poten-

tial closure of the Becker,
Minnesota Post Office and
to strongly advocate for
the continued operation of
United States Postal Ser-
vice (USPS) facilities in
both the City of Becker
and the City of Big Lake,”
wrote Gray.

The USPS plan is to
consolidate mail op rations
for Becker and Big Lake at
the Monticello Post Office,
which would be a burden
for Becker and Big Lake
residents.

“While we understand
the USPS must evaluate
operational efficiencies,
consolidating operational
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PARKS DIRECTOR GINA HUGO was featured on the CBS Sunday Morning Show last week to
discuss the heart+land interpretive trail at Two Inlets at Bdé Hehdka - Omashkooz Zaaga’igaans
Regional Park. She was joined by artist Lindsay Buck (not shown) to talk about the project, which
weaves the historical and cultural stories of plants, animals, and people and celebrates their in-
terconnectedness in the landscape. (Submitted Photo).

Major transmission line project breaks ground in Becker

EXECUTIVES FROM MISO, Michaels Corporation, Great River Energy, Minnesota Department of Commerce, Minnesota Power,
Public Utilities Commission, and others broke ground Oct. 8 on the Northland Reliability Project in Becker. (Submitted Photo).

By Andrew Diemand,
Contributing Writer

Delivering power

. where it’s needed—espe-

cially across rural areas and
in a demanding Minnesota
climatei— s no easy task. It
requires years of planning,

. community engagement,

and coordination across
agencies and utilities.

That effort is now tak-
ing shape with the launch

. of the Northland Reliabil-

ity Project, a joint initiative
by Great River Energy and
Minnesota Power. Phase
one of the project, officially

- underway as of October 8,

1B81E0X0

marks the beginning of a
major regional upgrade to

By Don Bellach,
Contributing Writer

The line in front of the
Big Lake Fire Department
began forming at 10:45

. a.m. for rides in a fire truck,

and Big Lake Fire volun-
teers were ready.

BL Firefighters arrived
at 8 am . on Sat. Oct. 18 to

. eat breakfast burritos with

their families before setting
up for the BLFD Annual
Open House. The open
house was scheduled from
I1 am. to 2 p.m. Cap-
tain Sam Hanson said they
expected between 1,200-
1400 p op e,t hough as the
day progressed, he admitted

VOTED BE ST by

the electric transmission
systema— imed at strength-
ening the grid, preventing
outages, and supporting
long-term energy needs.
The groundbreak-
ing ceremony, held at the
Sherburne History Center
in Becker, celebrated the
start of construction on
a new 345-kilovolt dou-
ble-circuit transmission
linee— ssentially a big, new
power highway. Spanning
roughly 180 miles and six
counties—from the Iron
Range in Itasca County
down through Central Min-
nesota—the line represents
the backbone of a larger,
multi-phase infrastructure

p an.
Officials from Great

River Energy, Minnesota
Power, the Minnesota De-
partment of Commerce,
the Public Utilities Com-
mission (PUC), and the
Midcontinent Independent
System Operator (MISO)
were in attendance, sharing
a vision of a more reliable,
sustainable, and affordable
energy future for the state.

“This is more than just
the start of construction,”
said Priti Patel, Vice Pres-
ident and Chief Transmis-
sion Officer for Great River
Energy. “It’s a p omiset— o
our members, to the state,
and to the future—that we
are building something that
will serve the safety and re-
liability of Minnesotans for
decades to come?”

BLFD PUT OUT A CONTROLLED BURN that was part of a
demonstration sponsored by Lindstrom’s Restoration. (Patriot

photo by Don Bellach)

Approved by the PUC
carlier this year, the p oject
carries an estimated cost of
90 million to $3  billion
and is expected to be fully
op rational by 208.

So, what does this in-
vestment mean for Min-
nesotans?  Alongside
imp oved grid stability and
fewer outages, speakers at
the event emphasized the
economic rip e effects.

“At its core, reliability
is the foundation for eco-
nomic development,” said
Josh Skelton, Chief Oper-
ating Officer of Minnesota
Power. “The businesses
we serve todaya— nd those
we hop to serve in the fu-
ture—reqi re a steady sup-
ply of energy—and lots of

that number might be low.

At 11 a.m. firefighters
delivered 168 pizzas from
Domino’s Pizza and served
soda purchased at Cob-
orn’s. Both businesses sup-
ported BLFD by offering
the department sizable dis-
counts. Coborn’s donated
50% of the soda that would
be served for the day. A
local restoration company
— 24 Restore — donated
48 pm ki ns from Beck’s
Nursery.

Children visited sta-
tions around the Fire De-
partment trying to collect
three or more stamp to re-
ceive a free pumpkin. They
put on gear, learned about
gas and electric safety,

Liberty Bank
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it?

Brian Tulloh, executive
with MISO—the regional
grid operator serving Min-
nesota and 14 other states—
added: “This p oject means
connecting people and
businesses across the state
with the pw er they need to
thrive?’

The p oject also aligns
with Minnesota’s clean en-
ergy goals. Katie Sieben,
Chair of the Minnesota
Public Utilities Commis-
sion, emphasized the envi-
ronmental benefits, noting
that the improved trans-
mission system could help
reduce carbon dioxide
emissions by up to 20 mil-
lion metric tons annually—
roughly ega 1 to the energy
use of 27m illion homes.

“As we transition to
more renewable energy,
lines like this are essential,”
Sieben said. “They allow us
to bring more wind, solar,
and natural gas projects
onto the grid”

The Northland Reli-
ability Project is one of
several regional efforts
aimed at modernizing the
Midwest’s electric infra-
structure in the face of in-
creasing demand, aging
systems, and climate pres-
sures.

For Minnesota, the
message at the ceremony
was clear: a stronger,
smarter grid isn’t just a vi-
sioni— t’s a necessity.

And with the shovels
now in the ground, that
vision is starting to take
shap .

SYCUNNEORYEVERYONE

planned, practiced, and pre-
pared, and went outside and
visited members of the Big
Lake Police, MN State Pa-
trol, DNR, and CentraCare
EMS.

Throughout the after-
noon, families could be
seen lugging big orange
pumpkins around the fire-
house and p rking lot. The
official name for the pump-
kin giveaway is “Pete’s
Pumpkin Patch,” named
after retired firefighter Pete
Ahrens, who served from
1987-2017. Ahrens grew
pumpkins for the annual
event and before the open

BLFD
topage 2
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Losing Patience

I remember when [ was
younger | used to enjoy
watching sports on televi-
sion. I’d sit in front of the
TV at night or on weekends
and watch an entire game of
baseball, football, hockey
and occasionally, college
basketball. Sometimes,
like on a Sunday, I’d watch
three consecutive football
games.

At work the follow-
ing day, all the sports fans
would be talking about
some of the big plays we all
saw and how they helped
our team win or lose.

But I don’t seem to
have the patience to watch
an entire game anymore.
[ don’t know if it’s just
something that happens as
we grow older, or maybe
[’m just getting more re-
luctant about investing too
much time on a sports team.

I’m still a sports fan. [
still have favorite teams in
baseball, football, hockey
and college basketball. But
these days I find myself
watching highlight videos
on YouTube instead of en-
tire games.

It seems like those 15
to 20-minute highlight vid-
eos are just the right length
for my taste. Whoever edits
them is pretty good about
making sure most of the
big plays are covered. And
[ can pause the videos at
any time for a snack break.

Sure, there are short
commercial breaks, even
during the videos. But
they’re usually 30 seconds,
nothing like the string
of endless commercials
during a televised game.
These days the typical NFL
game lasts for more than
two hours, even though the
actual playing time is 60
minutes.

By Ken Francis
Contributing Writer

I just refuse to sit
through all the commen-
tators’ remarks, multiple
camera angle replays and
commercials just to have
the game come down a de-
cisive play with less than
a minute on the clock. It’s
like I could have been doing
something productive, then
just turned on the game in
the closing minutes.

I remember many years
ago, my father and I listened
to a baseball game between
the New York Mets (our
team) and Houston Astros
on a small transistor radio.
The game wasn’t televised,
so the only way to enjoy the
game was by radio.

The game started at
7:30 Central time, which
was 8:30 p.m. in New
Jersey where we lived. 1
stayed up and listened for a
few hours. When I went to
bed, the game was tied, 0-0
in the 10th inning.

I didn’t know who had
won until the next morn-
ing. That’s when I saw the
smashed little radio on the
kitchen table. My father
had stayed up past 2:30
a.m. to hear the Mets lose,
1-0 in 24 innings.

It’s too bad YouTube
wasn’t around back then.
Maybe that little radio
would still be around.

TO THE EDITOR:
According to Merri-
am-Webster, assassination
is defined as “murder by
sudden or secret attack,
often for political reasons’’
The murder of Charlie Kirk
fits this definition. The killer
carved politically charged
phrases into shell casings
and took other deliberate
steps pointing to a motive
rooted in hatred for Kirk’s
conservative message. This
wasn’t random—it was po-
litical. And it reflects a dis-
turbing pattern of violence
from the political left aimed
at silencing voices on the
right.

Some commentators were
upset by my September 15
letter to the editor, which
called out this reality. Are
they right to be upset? I
wrote that “many” on the
left celebrated. The re-
sponse was it was just a
“fringe few”. But news
coverage showing many
public and online celebra-
tions and polling dispute
this. Following the assassi-

nation, YouGov found that
only 38% of Democrat re-
spondents said “political vi-
olence is never acceptable.”
That means 62% believe it
can be justified. This isn’t
just about one poll. Time
and again, the political
left—deeply embedded in
the Democrat Party—has
used or excused violence to
resolve political disputes.
Just last week, the Virginia
Attorney General candi-
date Jay Jones reportedly
called for the murder of a
fellow legislator and his
children. Yet Democrats
continue to support him.
If my letter doesn’t reflect
your personal views, I re-
spect that. But remember:
when you’re among Dem-
ocrat or leftist peers, sta-
tistically, nearly two out of
three disagree with you on
the acceptability of political
violence. And if you felt
satisfaction when Trump or
Kirk were shot, you’ve only
confirmed the point I was
making. We must reject
political violence—clearly,

BLFD
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house, firefighters would go out to his farm and pick

pumpkins to give away.

Outside the firehouse, members from the MN State
Patrol, Big Lake Police Dept., the DNR, CentraCare, and
the Sherburne County Mounted Patrol were on-hand to an-
swer any questions the public had for them.

“It’s not just a Big Lake Fire Open House, but a public

safety expo,” said Hanson.

Perhaps the biggest event of the day, aside from the

landing of the Life Link III helicopter, was a controlled
burn sponsored by family-owned Lindstrom’s Restoration.
The demonstration emphasized the concept, “Close before
you doze.” Close your bedroom door at night to prevent
fire from spreading throughout the home. Lindstrom’s,
based in Plymouth, MN, provides the demonstration to
Fire Departments across Minnesota for fire prevention
week. A model home sits on a trailer featuring two side
by side rooms — a bedroom and a living room. The living
room was set on fire. It took moments for it to be engulfed
in flames. Thankfully, BLFD was on hand to put out the

COUNTY
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services into the Monticello Post Office would present sub-
stantial challenges,” he wrote. “Monticello is not centrally
located for either Becker or Big Lake residents, and the in-
creased travel distance would create unnecessary burdens
for customers and strain the capacity of the Monticello
facility.”

Members of the board suggested a combined operation
location that would serve Becker and Big Lake instead of
moving op rations to Monticello.

“...which would be less impactful on these communi-
ties than the closure/operational consolidation plans cur-
rently under discussion.”

Tuesday, some of the commissioners weighed in on
the issue.

Commissioner Gray tried to put the issue into perspec-
tive, comparing other communities with post offices.

“We have to look no further than Clear Lake. It’s only
got 660 people and it’s got a post office,” he said. “Clear-
water’s got 2,500 people and its got a post office. Becker
and Big Lake combined have three times that amount of
people, and they’re not going to have a post office? It
doesn’t make any sense at all.”

“This is a situation where everybody wants to have
a post office in their community, but we also have a post
office that loses money every year,” said Commissioner
Andrew Hulse. “I think we need to have some creative
solutions. I think there’s some middle ground to find.
[ would just like to understand the big picture, so it might
be a good workshop to have at some point.”

The Becker P.O. building was scheduled to close Fri-
day (Oct. 24). For now, the USPS has agreed to put tem-
porary post office boxes at the Becker Community Center.

Messelt Exl uatin

The board approved a performance evaluation rating
of “Exceeds Standards” for Administrator Bruce Messelt.

The commissioners met with Messelt Oct. 7 to discuss
his performance from the period of Aug. 19, 2024 through
Aug. 19, 2025. Members of the board felt Messelt’s perfor-
mance over the past year has exceeded the county board’s
expectations.

Messelt’s salary increase for 2025 will result in an an-
nual salary of $235,062. The salary increase for Mr. Mes-
selt is 8.25% or a $17,914 annual salary adjustment.

Vape Cb lectin

The board approved an amendment to the SCORE line
item budget to provide $1,500 towards vape disposal.

The HHS Dept. is partnering with Planning and Zon-
ing to provide safe collection and disposal of vapes that are
confiscated in schools within the county.

The Sherburne County Substance Use Prevention
(SUP) Coalition conducted a survey in 2023 to better un-
derstand how county schools collect, store, and dispose of
confiscated vaping devices. The survey results showed that
collection and disposal processes varied by school, high-
lighting the need for consistent and safe procedures.

Other Business

In other actions the board:

» Approved a donation of $2,500 from Mr. Gary and
Mrs. Ann Gray to the Health & Human Services Depart-
ment’s (HHS) Therapy Dog program. The donation will be
put towards the cost of training services and care needs for
the HHS therapy dog, Peach;

* Approved the transfer of $100,000 from the Energy
Transition Aid to support additional Workers Compensa-
tion Self Insurance costs. With the closing of Sherco Unit
#2, the county received one-time state energy transition
funds of approximately $455,000 in 2025, placed into the
General Fund. The transfer will help cover any future un-
expected large workers compensation claims.

LOOKING 70 ADVERTISE?
CALLTHE PATRIOT AT
763.275.0275 TODAY!

fire.

R

FIREFIGHTER JESSE KELLER (L) watches wife Kendra put
on gear while FF Jake Cihlar (back) offers advice. FF Colin
Maki (M) helps Parker Just and FF Jacob Dietrick (R) helps An-
nabelle Norlin. (Patriot photo by Don Bellach)

consistently, and without
exception. That starts with
telling the truth, even when
it’s uncomfortable.

Dan Schan hardt
Chairman

W ij t Ca nty
Republicans

TO THE EDITOR:

In Tom Emmer’s 10/11/25
column, he repeats the Re-
publican lie that Democrats
want free health care for
illegal immigrants. Fed-
eral law prohibits undoc-
umented immigrants from
receiving health care from
Medicare, Medicaid or the
Affordable Care Act. Per
Federal law, they can only
access emergency medi-
cal care and limited state
benefits. Emmer should
be working to mediate a
solution to the govern-
ment shut-down. While on
“vacation” the last month,
Republicans continue to
receive pay and taxpayer
funded health care, while
over 250,000 federal work-
ers have missed paychecks.

Meanwhile: —ACA insur-
ance costs are increasing
114% annually; many Min-
nesotans risk losing health
coverage. —Rural hospi-
tals that treat low-income
patients will suffer from
Trump’s payment cuts.
—45,000 Minnesotans will
lose SNAP benefits due to
insufficient funding. —
MN food shelves will lose
more than a million pounds
of food from cuts to the
Emergency Food Assis-
tance Program. —Farmers
are suffering financially,
with losses of 40% on soy-
bean prices because China
stopped purchases due to
tariffs. Cuts to programs
that help Minnesotas are
funding Trump’s tax breaks
to the wealthy. The richest
10% of Americans will
see income increases of
about $13,600 a year, while
the bottom 10% will lose
$1,200 a year.

Teri Bayer

Becker MN

MnDOT seeks public

comments on final draft
of State Rail Plan

Submitted Article

The Minnesota De-
partment of Transportation
is asking Minnesota busi-
nesses and residents to p o-
vide feedback on the final
draft of the Minnesota State
Rail Plan.

Comments received
will be used to guide final
updates to the plan, which
shapes the future of Min-
nesota’s rail infrastructure
and investments.

The Minnesota State
Rail Plan envisions the
future of Minnesota’s rail
transportation system over
the next 20 years. The plan
describes the importance
of railroads to Minneso-
ta’s economy, the state of
the current rail system and
trends, and identifies key
rail investments that better
support the transportation
of goods, services and p o-
ple throughout Minnesota.
The plan guides and sup-
ports MnDOT’s efforts to
integrate rail with all modes

of transportation to effec-
tively move Minnesota.

Minnesota residents
and businesses can review
the plan online at falk.dot.
state.mn.us/state-rail-plan.
Paper copies are also avail-
able for review at eight
MnDOT District offices
located in Duluth, Bemi-
dji, Baxter, Detroit Lakes,
Rochester, Mankato, Will-
mar and Roseville.

Comments submit-
ted online are encouraged.
Written comments can also
be submitted by mail to:

Office of Freight and
Commercial Vehicle Oper-
ations

Attn:R ob rtC larksen

MinnesotaD epartment

of T ransportation

8  ohnlrelandB Ivd

MB

&0 ntP aulM NJ

Mpb e info matin

Visit the project’s Let’s
Talk Transportation web-
site for the latest informa-
tion.

BLFD receives critical upgrades ahead of Open House

THE BLFD BUILDING is getting upgrades both externally as well as internally — just in time for their annual Opn House event
this weekend. (Photo from Big Lake Township Board’s website).

By Andrew Diemand,
Contributing Writer

Just in time for its annual
Open House, the Big Lake
Fire Department underwent
a series of essential upgrades
aimed at improving both its
physical space and internal
operations—investments that
local leaders say are about
more than appearances.
They’re about ensuring the
department can respond
quickly, safely, and effec-
tively when residents need
them most.

After collaborating on
and approving a series of
parking lot upgrades and re-
pairs in September 2024, both
the Big Lake City Council
and Town Board have agreed
to additional improvements
for the Big Lake Fire De-
partment (BLFD). The initial
phase of the project came
with a price tag of $94,316.30,
split evenly between the city
and the town. Now, another
$20,165 in upgrades has been
added to fully complete the
project, bringing the total cost
to over $114,000.

That additional cost,
once again shared 50/50
between the city and town,
will cover two major items:
$8,750 for seal coating the
BLFD parking lot, and
$11,415 for drainage im-

provements, both of which
are considered essential to
maintaining the facility’s in-
tegrity and accessibility.

The contract for the work
was awarded to Astech Corp.
of St. Cloud, and seal coat-
ing began earlier this month
with the goal of wrapping up
before the Fire Department’s
Open House on Sat., Oct. 18.
Drainage work is expected to
follow shortly after.

While the exterior
improvements will be no-
ticeable to all who attend
Saturday’s celebration, be-
hind-the-scenes upgrades are
also underway. Following a
Fire Board meeting in Sep-
tember, it became clear that
the department’s computer
system and digital infrastruc-
ture were in urgent need of
replacement.

The current technology,
officials noted, was outdated
and affecting the department’s
ability to map emergencies,
coordinate responses, and op-
erate efficiently.

The total cost for the
technology upgrades is
$6,242.62, again split evenly
between the city and town.
The Big Lake Town Board
formally approved their
$3,121.31 share during their
Oct. 8 meeting, with the funds
coming from the Fire Capital
Fund.

The community will get
a chance to see the newly im-
proved grounds — and meet
the dedicated team behind the
scenes — during the Big Lake
Fire Department Open House
on Sat., Oct. 18. This year’s
event promises something
for everyone: live fire and
vehicle extraction demon-
strations, helicopter displays,
face painting, bounce houses,

pizza, and more.

Residents are encour-
aged to stop by, enjoy the fes-
tivities, and see firsthand how
recent upgrades are helping
the BLFD continue its mis-
sion of protecting lives and
property in Big Lake.

Dedication honoring
Frank Kolbinger, Jr.

Submitted Article

The public is invited
to visit Frank Kolbinger, Jr.
Veterans Memorial Park on
Saturday, October 25 at 3:30
p.m. for a dedication cere-
mony honoring the namesake
hero from World War IL

A plaque will be unveiled
that summarizes Kolbinger’s
incredible military service, as
well as his commitment to the
Becker community.

Kolbinger was part of the
Allied Forces that stormed
Utah beach in Normandy,
and he later was seriously
wounded near Pretot, France
on July 3, 1944. Believing
Frank had been killed in ac-
tion, the US Army notified his
parents back in Becker of his
status and they in turn began

making arrangements for a
Memorial Service for their
son.

Weeks later, Frank re-
gained consciousness at a
military hospital near Mal-
vern in the United Kingdom
and word trickled back to
Becker that he was indeed
alive, although seriously
wounded.

Kolbinger would ul-
timately return to Becker,
where he later worked for the
Becker Post Office and be-
came Postmaster.

Kolbinger’s four surviv-
ing daughters, as well as their
families and other relatives,
will be on hand to dedicate
the plaque and celebrate the
life of this amazing American
Veteran.
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UNDER NEW
OWNERSHIP!

Darin &Jordan Agnew

FOLLOW.US 0N
FACEBOOK FOR
DAILY SOUP, LUNCH

& HANDCRAFTED
DINNER SPECIALS!

@ HapPy Trail Tours

“Taking vou places yvou've alieays dreamed of and hevond ™

7 4

LEFSE, BAKE SALE, USED-A-BIT, RADA KNIVES &
MAE SPENCER POTTERY Items handmade withlove &
Handmade Items - Embroidered dish towels, microwave bowls, bowl covers, quilts of !

VEEw .

all sizes, aprons, knit & crochet items, home goods, items for kids, wool mittens,
pet toys, beds & treats, fleece blankets, Christmas ornaments, AND MORE!

Wllllel' Escane Trl ll
Palm Springs & Lake Havasu Feb 11-March 2, 2026
Come along with Happy Trails Tours as we travel Southwest to Arizona and
California on our 20 Day 2026 Motorcoach Winter Escape. SEVEN fabulous nights
in Palm Springs and FIVE in Lake Havasu during peak season for snowbirds! From
Joshua Tree National Park to the Oasis Camel Dairy Farm, you’ll experience all that
Happy Trails is known for.... great tours with a few “out of the way” stops to keep
you entertained! Add to this 29 meals. Contact Sandy. Email: happy._ trails_tours@
yahoo.com. For more info: http://www.happytrailtours.com/

17,3
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ECOMMUNITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
172119225 JASON AVE NE “MONTICELLO _*

Meat Raffles & Horse Races

Saturdays @3pm

iz SSRTTN T £

KELLER LAKE COMMONS

AS5S5ISTED LIVING

Keller Lake Commons in Big Lake, now an Assisted Living Community
offering full apartments ranging from 644 to 956 square feet. Cable is included in rents
for private pay and housing support (formerly known as GRH) renters. Accepting EW and
CADL. For more information please contact Nicole Gilder, Housing Director at
163-263-2363 or check us out online at www.kellerlakecommons.com

218'144‘4159 (Major Credit Cards Accepted)

THE PATRIOT NEWSPAPER IS PROUDLY SERVING THE
communiTies OF BECHER, BIG LaRHeE, CLedR Lare anDb
CLeaRWaTeR! we aPPRECIaTe YOUR BUSINESS

dND REAQDERSHIP!

KNOW WHO

YOU’RE BANKING WITH

12500 Sherburne Ave
Becker, MN 55308

Meet Kristina Johnson,

your personal Business Banker.

Kristina is a skilled business banker with a decade of
experience helping clients achieve their financial goals

through tailored strategies and expert guidance.
Learn how we can help your business grow.

Visit our website or call Kristina today!
(763) 308-5185

Sherburne

State Bank

Princeton
136 N. Rum River Drive
Princeton, MN 55371
(763) 389-4099

Becker Monticello
1200 State Highway 25 S.
Monticello, MN 55362

(763) 261-4200 (763) 271-7177

Thank you to our advertisers
for helping the Patriot stay
“free” to our readers!
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Submitted Article

Forensic Psychologist
and True Crime author
Frank F. Weber will be
sp aking at the Great River
Regional Public Library in
Big Lake from 5:8 to 68
m on Wed,O ct.29.

Frank will sp ak about
his forensic work and the
writing of true crime mys-
teries. Frank’s 2025 release,
The Sun, will be available
at the event. The Sun is
based on a Minnesota mys-
tery that was once touted as
“the crime of the century.”
Frank will share informa-
tion related to the case and
give a live demonstration of
a lie detector test (volunteer
a friend).

Frank will be at the
Big Lake Public Library
signing books and answer-
ing individual ge stions by
5 p.m. and will be avail-
able after the event. The
Big Lake Public Library is

FF!EE FOR ALL. CANDY, HOT EU[II]A‘ FACE PAINT]NU.

STRUCTURAL BUILOINGS
GATES OPEN FROM 4PM-6PH

12926 1*' Street Becker, MN 55308

STRUCTURALBUILDINGS.COM | 763.296.5800

MINNESOTA AUTHOR Frank F. Weber will be in Big Lake
next week for a speaking engagement and the signing of his
latest book. (Submitted Photo).

p rt of the Great River Re-
gional Library System and
is located at: 790 Minnesota
Avene, Big Lake, Minne-
sota,55089.

Aba t the Authp

Frank F. Weber is a fo-
rensic p ychologist sp cial-
izing in homicide, sexual
assault and domestic abuse
cases. He uses his unique
understanding of how p ed-
ators think, knowledge of
victim trauma, and expert
testimony in writing his
true crime thrillers. Frank
has been interviewed on in-
vestigative shows and pro-
filed cold case homicides.
His novels have earned
numerous awards. Frank
is the 2024 recip ent of the
Outstanding Achievement
Award from MN Psycho-
logical Association and
received the President’s
Award from the MN Cor-
rectional Association for
his forensic work.

NEW Saturday Special
Prime Rib

Homemade Soup & Chli
Every day!

CLOSE | [ :
Ronneby 320-968-4197 '\ iy

“Good Times, Good Food & Good Friends”

WILD GAME TRIMMING
(BONELESS ONLY)

RAND EADOW

MEATS LLC

TEAKS PORf ¢B TS
“HoTt DOGS “HAMBURGERS
- CHICKEN * ROASTS &MORFH
WE SLAUGHTER IN-HOUSE
CALL TO BOOK AN APPOINTMENT!

105 PINE ST., CLEARWATER - 320-558-6390

REAL ESTATE

(ireat opportunity to be on the lake
with minimal investment to start
Selleris including the pontoon,
dock, and trailer so you canenjoy %
the loke ife immediately. There
is a well on the property that was
recently installed as well as an
incinerator toilet. The 2009 Park
Model camper will stay with the
property as well, which is a great
start to this amazing ltle slice of lake shore. Lake Marie and Lake Louisa are joined by a channel which
you can navigate easily by boat and are a combined 330 acres. Both lokes have amazing fishing and of
course some um water sports too! Come enjoy the ake with famil and friends, enjoy o ire ot the fire
pit lsten to the loons ot night,its an amazing experience! MLS* 6778126. $149,950. Call Rick
Seugruves fora prwme showing, 320-262-5656. 16698 109th Street AW, South Haven, MN 55382

St 7
N

Only available due to a job relocation,
this well-maintained home has seen
appror. $150.000 in improvements

since Aug 2024. 38R, 3 baths, plus

aden & office that can flex as extra
sleeping spaces. Primary suite includes
two closets, ujetted tub & a separate
walk-in shower. Recent updates include
 staining the cedar siding, new lokeside
stairs, 0 spacious paver patio, fresh
shoreline rip rap, aluminum dock panels,
quartz countertaps, an Andersen patio
door & a new asphalt driveway-all designed for long-term lakeside enjoyment. With 307 feet of frontage
wrapping around a point, you will enjoy the natural sand/hard rock bottom shoreline. Lake Francis is one
of the area’s premierlakes, offering 10-12- ft clarity & over 1000 acres of full recreation fun. The sellers
would like to sell this property “turn-key” ready for the nextowners to enjoy. The pontoon & ift can

even be included with the right offer. Take in beautiful sunrises over the tranguil waters & don't et the
elevation deter you. There is o golf cart/ATV path for easy loke access. Perfect as a year-round residence
or weekend retreat. 74308 323rd St South Haven, . MLS# 6797722. $989,900.

Call Patrick Splinter, 612-437-1383.

Located just o short walk to downtown
Foley i this Value priced property. hat
a great opportunity to get into a home at
alow purchase price. Sure it could use a
lttle TLC, but it is certainly ivable howit
is. With three bedrooms on the main level,
abathroom, and an unfinished basement
for future expansion, the possiilities are nearly endless. Come check out this great property! 330 Tth
hvenue Foley,HN. 56329 - $149,950. MLS# 6778126 Contact Rick Seagraves, 320-282-5656.

Ron Sherwood Patrick Spllnter
Realtor® Realtor®

763-442-5949 612-437-1383

Jim Splinter Rick Seagraves
Realtor® Realtor®

320-980-0560 320-282-5656

Located on Main Street,
64 Oak Ave, S.
« www EdinaRealty.com

EdinaRealty.
GusWANNANDALERS]

- advertisers e
for hélptn?‘thé Patriot stay
i free”_ to our readers’!
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To place your ad, call 763.275.0275 or stop by our office at
14054 Bank Street, Becker - Website: www. patrlotnewsmn com

USED CARS

220 USED CARS to choose
from. We also BUY used cars.
Guaranteed Approval! Morrie’s
Auto Connection, 559 Hwy 10,
St. Cloud (next to the red barn
Dairy Queen). 320-229-1900.
Apply online at:

www.MorriesAutoConnection.com

ASPHALT/BLACKTOP

HANSON PAVING. Residen-
tial & commercial. Driveways,
parking lots, asphalt, paving &
asphalt patchwork. No job too
small. Call for a free estimate
at 320-259-7874 office. 3636
Quail Rd., Sauk Rapids. We
accept Visa & Mastercard.
www.hansonpaving,com

OuTDOOR FURNACES

OUTDOOR FURNACES NO-
TICE - Outdoor furnace, parts
and supplies are in high de-
mand and have limited avail-
ability. With approximate lead
times of about 8 months, plan
and look ahead. Reserve now
to have one to install for this
summer or fall installation. We
feature Central Boiler furnaces
and products for complete in-
stallation. We have financing
available, and up to a $2,000
tax credit available on select
models. Reserve today. Call
or go online, 763-972-6255;
classactfurnace.com.

LANDSCAPING

i HASSAN SAND & GRAVE
i has a large selection of dec- :
i orative rock, pulverized &:
i screened topsoil, all types :
i of driveway aggregates, :
{ wood & rubber mulch, land- :
i scape supplies, play/volley- :
i ball/mason sand, fieldstone :
i boulders, steps & natural §
i quarry stone, synthetic turf
: products. M-F 7am-4pm &
: Sat, 7am-noon. 13530 Wil-
i liamdale Rd., Rogers. 763- i
i 428-2393. :
i www.HassanSand.com
: Clip this ad & save $20 off
your purchase of $100 or
more! Exp. 10/20/25

AUTOMOTIVE

MURPHY
CHEVROLET

New & Used Cars & Trucks
(320) 968-6239

www.murphychevrolet.com

CARS &PICK UPSFOR PARTS
UPTO 2007 MODELS

BUYING JUNK CARS !

& PICKUPS :

Larry’s Auto: 320-558-2245 1
320-309-7838 - 320-248-6380

n
§

=1

ALSO

LAWN CARE

TOTAL LAWN CARE, INC.
Locally owned & operated
since 1985. Fertilization, core
aeration, guaranteed control
of: weeds, crabgrass, mos-
quitoes, ants/ticks/spiders,
grubworms and Emerald Ash
Borer. Experience the differ-
ence. 320-685-4131.
www.totallawn.us

CHOCOLATE

cucumbers, and carrots are all at the top of his list.

is an T1-month-old guinea pig who has done well with other
male pigs and older children in the past. Chocolate especially
loves attention, treats, and a good scratch on his back
end. His favorite activity is eating; lettuce, peppers, apples,

oy ™

STRING BEAN

is a 1-year-old neutered cat who is one chatty cat! He espe-
cially loves to meow at you for pets. String Bean’s favorite
spot to be pet is behind his ears. String Bean and all cats 6
months and older qualify for discounted adoption fees with
our spin the wheel adoption deal through October.

is your typical Husky, energetic and sweet with a side of
playful sass. He would appreciate a home in which he can
get plenty of exercise to wear himself out, if that’s possible.
(We would not trust this 4-year-old neutered pup off leash!)
If you live an active lifestyle and would like an adorable,
fluffy challenge, Taz may be the dog for you!

—
CANINE
LABIN

BOARDING
GROOMING
TRAINING

The very best care
while you’re away

320-743-5838

rachel@caninecabin.com
www.caninecabin.com

 All Pets Veterinary Hospital
;  andEquine Service

Dr. Joel Thnen

Dr. Christina Mattson

763-856-8387
Mon-Fri. 8am - 6pm
Next to NAPA Auto Parts, Zimmerman

www.allpetsvethospital.com
Your local area veterinarians since 1993

If you canprovide aloving home for any of these animals, please contact the

TRI-COUNTY HUMANE SOCIETY
320-252-0896

www.tricountyhumanesociety.org
735 8th S1.NE-P.0.Box 701- St.Cloud, MN 56302-0701

Becker P.O.
Announces
Temporary
Operations

By Bill Morgan,
Editor

(Editor’s Note: The
following information was

appropriated from the
UBR & eb ite).
The Becker Post Office

retail operations located at
13974 1st St SE, Becker,
MN 55308 was suspended
at the close of business on
Friday, October 24, 2025,
due to the expiration of
their lease on October 31,
2025.

Beginning Saturday,
October 25, 2025, retail op-
erations for the Becker Post
Office will transfer to the
Monticello Post Office, lo-
cated approximately eight
miles away. Customers
who currently have a Post
Office Box will be able to
receive their mail daily at
the mailbog s on the north
side of the Becker Com-
munity Center, located at
11500 Sherburne Ave SE,
Becker, MN 55308, start-
ing Saturday, October 25,
2025.

Customers wishing to
obtain Post Office Box ser-
vice may do so at the Mon-
ticello Post Office, which
offers lobby access for cus-
tomer convenience. Post
Office Boxes are available

A _S @

Why pre-arrange?

The best gift for your family. - Pre-funding relieves the burden.

WILLIAMS
DINGMANN

FAMILY FUNERAL HOMES

at this location (please
check with the office for
fees). If applicable, Post
Office Box refunds will be
available at the Monticello
Post Office.

Retail services are also
available at the Post Of-
fices listed below:

Ma ticelld® o t

Office

20 7 h St

MonticelloM N

8n iles

Monday-Friday & m .

-408m .

Saturday & m .

-116a m.

Big Lake Post Office

B85 R ose Drive

Big Lake,M N 5589

8n iles

Monday-Friday

9am .- 4.0 m

Saturday 9 am .

-11am.

Clear Lake PO

88  ain Ave

Clear Lake, MN 55319

dn  iles

Monday-Friday

88a m.-118a m,

1200m .- 48 m
Saturday
10:6a m.- 118a m.

The USPS apologizes
for any inconvenience to
their customers.

St. Cloud e Sauk Rapids ® Avon ¢ Becker ¢ Big Lake

Williamsdingmann.com

CLASSIFIEDS.

AUTOMOBILES

GOT AN UNWANTED CAR??? DO-
NATE IT TO PATRIOTIC HEARTS.
Fast free pick up. Patriotic Hearts” programs
help veterans find work or start their own
business. Call 24/7: 1-833-485-1046. (mcn)

Get a break on your taxes! Donate your car,
truck, or SUV to assist the blind and visually
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost vehicle
pickup and secure a generous tax credit for
2025. Call Heritage for the Blind Today at
1-855 977-7030 today! (mcn)

Donate your car, truck, boat, RV and
more to support our veterans! Schedule
a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup and receive
a top tax deduction! Call Veteran Car Dona-
tions at 1-888-429-2331 today! (mcn)

CABLE/INTERNET

AFFORDABLE TV & INTERNET. If
you are overpaying for your service, call now
for a free quote and see how much you can
save! 1-833-472-7954. (mcn)

DIRECTV- All your entertainment. Noth-
ing on your roof! Sign up for Directv and get
your first three months of Max, Paramount+,
Showtime, Starz, MGM+ and Cinemax in-
cluded. Choice package $84.99/mo. Some
restrictions apply. Call DIRECTV 1-866-
296-1409. (men)

FINANCIAL

Inflation is at 40-year highs. Interest rates
are way up. Credit Cards. Medical Bills. Car
Loans. Do you have $10k or more in debt?
Call NATIONAL DEBT RELIEF and find
out how to pay off your debt for significantly
less than what you owe! FREE quote: Call
1-866-552-0649. (mcn)

HEALTH & MEDICAL

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage for
400 plus procedures. Real dental insurance
-NOT just a discount plan. Do not wait! Call
now! Get your FREE Dental Information Kit
with all the details! 1-855-973-9175 www.
dental50plus.com/midwest #6258 (mcn)

PORTABLE OXYGEN CONCENTRA-
TOR May Be Covered by Medicare! Re-
claim independence and mobility with the
compact design and long-lasting battery of
Inogen One. Free information kit! Call 844-
716-2411. (men)

STOP OVERPAYING FOR HEALTH

Classified Ad Deadline is 11 AM WEDNESDAY
For your convenience we accept:

eoED

MINNESOTA NEWSPAPER ASSOCIATION CLASSIFIEDS

INSURANCE! A recent study shows that a
majority of people struggle to pay for health
coverage. Let us show you how much you
can save. Call Now for a no-obligation quote:
1-888-772-8454. You will need to have your
zip code to connect to the right provider.
(men)

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY
USERS! Discover Oxygen Therapy That
Moves with You with Inogen Portable Ox-
ygen Concentrators. FREE information kit.
Call 1-833-650-5916. (mcn)

HOME SERVICES

Don’t Pay for Covered Home Repairs
Again! Our home warranty covers ALL
MAIJOR SYSTEMS AND APPLIANCES.
We stand by our service and if we can’t fix
it, we’ll replace it! Pick the plan that fits your
budget! Call: 1-833-816-2128. (mcn)

WATER & FIRE DAMAGE RESTO-
RATION. Our trusted professionals will
restore your home to protect your family and
your home’s value! Call 24/7: 1-833-879-
1480. Mold Remediation services are also
available! (mcen)

MISCELLANEOUS

Over $50,000,000 in timeshare debt and
fees cancelled in 2019. Get free informa-
tional package and learn how to get rid of
your timeshare! Free consultations. Over 450
positive reviews. Call 877-326-1608. (mcn)

Reach over 1.4 million homes for just
$249! Advertise your business or item with a
classified ad in the Midwest Free Community
Papers. Simple, cost-effective, and powerful.
One call, and you’re done! Boost your visi-
bility now! 888-899-6327. (mcn)

SunSetter. America’s Number One Aw-
ning! Instant shade at the touch of a button.
Transform your deck or patio into an outdoor
oasis. Up to 10-year limited warranty. Call
now and SAVE $350 today! 1-855-462-
2330. (men)

NEED NEW FLOORING? Call today to
schedule a FREE in-home estimate on Car-
peting & Flooring. Call Today! 1-833-641-
6323. (men)

INJURED IN AN ACCIDENT? Don’t
Accept the insurance company’s first offer.
Many injured parties are entitled to cash set-
tlements in the $1000’s. Get a free evaluation
to see what your case is really worth. 100%

« MCAN

MINNESOTA
NEWSPAPER
ASSOCIATION

Free Evaluation. Call Now: 1-833-879-1534.
(mcen)

Prepare for power outages today with a
Generac Home Standby Generator. Act
now to receive a FREE 5-Year warranty with
qualifying purchase. Call 1-877-228-5789
today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just a
generator. It’s a power move. (mcn)

NO MORE CLEANING OUT GUT-
TERS. Guaranteed! LeafFilter is backed
by a no-clog guarantee and lifetime transfer-
rable warranty. Call today 1-855-577-1268
to schedule a FREE inspection and no obli-
gation estimate. Plus get 75% off installation
and a bonus $250 discount! Limited time
only. Restrictions apply, see representative
for warranty and offer details. (men)

THE BATHROOM OF YOUR
DREAMS in as little as 1 day. Limited
Time Offer - $1000 off or No Payments and
No Interest for 18 months for customers who
qualify. BCI Bath & Shower. Many options
available. Quality materials & professional
installation. Senior & Military Discounts
Available. Call Today! 1-833-618-1178.
(mcen)

Replace your roof with the best looking
and longest lasting material steel from
Erie Metal Roofs! Three styles and mul-
tiple colors available. Guaranteed to last a
lifetime! Limited Time Offer- up to 50% off
installation + Additional 10% off install (for
military, health workers & Ist responders.)
Call Erie Metal Roofs: 1-844-907-2386.
(mcn)

REAL ESTATE

WE BUY HOUSES for Cash AS-IS! No
repairs. No fuss. Any condition. Easy pro-
cess: Call, get cash offer and get paid. Call
today for your fair cash offer: 1-888-715-
0513. (mcn)

WANT TO BUY

CASH PAID FOR HIGH-END MEN’S
SPORT WATCHES! Rolex, Breitling,
Omega, Patek Philippe, Heuer, Daytona,
GMT, Submariner and Speedmaster. Call
1-833-641-6646. (mcn)

WE BUY VINTAGE GUITARS! Look-
ing for 1920-1980 Gibson, Martin, Fender,
Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite, Ricken-
backer, Prairie State, D’ Angelico, Stromberg.
And Gibson Mandolins / Banjos. 1-833-641-
7028. (mcn)

Minnesota Classified Advertising Network --....=

WANTED TO BUY

WANTED:

ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES
Running or not. Titled or not. Will pick
up. Cash in exchange. Sell now before
prices fall. Call Dan at 612/720-2142

WE BUY HOUSES
for cash AS IS! No repairs. No fuss.
Any condition. Easy three step
process: Call, get cash offer and get
paid. Get your fair cash offer today by
calling Liz Buys Houses: 844/978-0683

SAFE STEP

North  America’s #1 Walk-In  Tub.
Comprehensive lifetime warranty.
Top-of-the-line installation and ser-

vice. Now featuring our FREE shower
package and $1,600 off for a
limited time! Call today! Financing
available. Call Safe Step 833/966-3882

DON’T LET THE STAIRS
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY!
Discover the ideal solution for anyone
who struggles on the stairs, is con-
cerned about a fall or wants to
regain access to their entire home.
Call AmeriGlide today! 866/852-5506

GET A BREAK ON YOUR TAXES!
Donate your car, truck, or SUV to
assist  the blind and  visually
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost
vehicle pickup and secure a generous
tax credit for 2025. Call Heritage for
the Blind Today at 844/220-9501 today!

GET DISH
SATELLITE TV + INTERNET!
Free install, free HD-DVR
upgrade, 80,000 on-demand movies,
plus  limited time wup to  $600
In gift cards. Call today! 855/562-4309

STATEWIDE ADS ONLY $279

Thatis EASY

The Minnesota Classified
Advertising Network

Make an impact with your
advertising dollar with
classified advertising that
reaches over TMILLION
READERS

Satomide clast
Your newspaper
representative can
provide complete
details or you can call
MNA: 612/332-8844

Notices & Legals - Wednesdays At Tlam

Contact us at: 763-275-0275
or Email: legals@patriothewsmn.com

OBITUARIES

Alma L. Petersen, 97
Clear Lake, MN
February 23, 1928 - October 7, 2025

Alma Lucille Petersen, 97
of Clear Lake, MN died peace-
fully on Tuesday, October
2025,a ther home.

A private me-
morial is p anned
at Trinity Lu-
theran Church,
Clear Lake,
with Rever-
end Joshua
Reber pre-
siding. Burial
will be in Trin-
ity Lutheran
Cemetery, Sauk
Rapids,M innesota.

Alma was born Feb-
ruary 23 1928 in Fair Haven,
Minnesota, to William and
Meta (Bartell) Truenow.
She married Diner Petersen
on April 10, 1948, at Con-
cordia Lutheran Church in
Fair Haven. She retired from
White Consolidated Industries
in 1990, where she worked
as a line worker. She was a
member of Trinity Lutheran
Church, Clear Lake. Alma was

dedicated to the Lord and her
family.

Survivors include
daughters, Marian
(Robert) Riggert of
Aztec, NM; Joan
(Jim) Moncur,

Roseville,
MN; Jenifer
(Wally) Zipf,
Clear Lake
MN; Susan
(Chris) Klip-
pen, Clear
Lake, MN; 7
grandchildren, Jus-
tin, Aaron, Kirsten,

Kate, Sara Meggan, Jen-
nifer, and Jameson; and 9
great-grandchildren.

She was preceded in
death by her beloved husband,
Diner; parents; sister, Lillian
Wolf; brothers, Walter True-
now and William Truenow,
Jr; and 3 nfant sisters.

Alma will be missed, but
the loving memory of her will
remain with us.

Monuments - Markers

Monticello Memorials, LLC
217 Sandberg Road
_.f.fufrrireﬂo, M_N 55362

Clear Lake « Eden Valley ¢ Long Prairie * Princeton

Your wishes are respected.

763-314-0322

www.monticellomemorials.com

Celestine A Pappenfus, 93
Becker, MN

February 14, 1932

Mass of Christian Burial
will be 11 am . on Friday, Oc-
tober 31, 2025 at Mary of the
Visitation Catholic Church in
Becker for Celestine A.
Pappenfus, age 93,
of Becker who ’
died Friday,
October 17,
2025 at the St.
Cloud Hospi-
tal. Rev. Mike
Kellogg will
officiate and
burial will be
in Immaculate
Concep ion Cath-
olic Cemetery in
Becker. Visitation will
take place one hour prior to the
funeral service at the church
on Friday. The Williams Ding-
mann Family Funeral Home in
Becker has been entrusted with
arrangements.

Celestine was born Feb-
ruary 14, 1932 in St. Cloud
to John and Mary (Rooney)
Ahles. She married George
Pappenfus on June 11, 1957
at St. Augustine’s Catholic
Church in St. Cloud. The cou-
ple moved to Becker in 1958.
Celestine worked at North-
western Bell/Qwest in St.
Cloud and Brooklyn Center for
23 years retiring in 1992. She
is a member of Mary of the

October 17, 2025

Visitation Catholic Church in
Becker and the Becker Quilt-
ing Guild. Celestine most
loved family time on the farm,

cooking, cards gi lting,

i I\ pz zling and baking

for her husband,
' kids, grandkids,
wmewm great-grand-
i kids
friends.
She s
survived by
her children,
Mary Jo Dona-
hue of Belgrade,
MT; George Pap-
penfus of Becker,
MN; Alice Pappenfus of
Des Plaines, IL; Leo (Jennifer)
Pappenfus of Annandale; Ted
(Sandra) Pappenfus of Moncks
Corner, SC; Howard (Lisa)
Pap nfus of Clear Lake; sib-
lings, Timothy (Joyce) Ahles
of Woodbury; Roland Ahles
of Andover, MA; sister-in-
law Mary Ahles of Browns-
burg IN; 11 grandchildren and
many great-grandchildren.
She was preceded in
death by her parents, hus-
band George, sisters, Marcella
Ahles and Yvonne Gapinski;
brother Aelred Ahles; brother-
in-law, Sy Gapinski and sister-
in-law Julie Ahles.

and
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NOTICE OF SPECIAL ELECTION
INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 726
(BECKER PUBLIC SCHOOLS), MINNESOTA

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a special election has been called and will be held in and
for Independent School District No. 726 (Becker Public Schools), Minnesota (the “School
District”), on Tuesday, November 4, 2025, between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m., in part,
for the purpose of electing one school board member to fill the vacancy in the term of School
Board Member expiring the first Monday in January 1, 2029, and, in part, for the purpose of
voting on the question of approval of a referendum revenue authorization. The ballot shall
provide as follows:

INSTRUCTIONS TO VOTERS
To vote, completely fill in the oval next to your choice like this: ‘

Special Election for School Board Member
To fill vacancy in term expiring January 1, 2029
Vote for One

O Renee Regel

O

write-in, if any

SCHOOL DISTRICT QUESTION 1
APPROVAL OF SCHOOL DISTRICT REFERENDUM REVENUE AUTHORIZATION

The school board of Independent School District No. 726 (Becker Public Schools), Minnesota
has proposed to increase its general education revenue by $200 per pupil, subject to an annual
increase at the rate of inflation. The proposed referendum revenue authorization would first be
levied in 2025 for taxes payable in 2026 and would be applicable for ten (10) years unless
otherwise revoked or reduced as provided by law.

Shall the increase in revenue proposed by the School Board of Independent School District No.

NOTICE OF SPECIAL ELECTION

INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 727
(BIG LAKE), MINNESOTA

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a special election has been called and will be held in and for
Independent School District No. 727 (Big Lake), Minnesota, on November 4, 2025, between the
hours of 7:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m. to vote on the following questions:

School District Question 1
Approval of New School District Referendum Revenue Authorization

The board of Independent School District No. 727 (Big Lake), Minnesota has proposed to
increase the School District’s general education revenue by $640 per pupil, subject to an
annual increase at the rate of inflation. The proposed new referendum revenue
authorization would be first levied in 2025 for taxes payable in 2026 and applicable for ten
(10) years unless otherwise revoked or reduced as provided by law.

O YES
O No

Shall the new referendum revenue authorization proposed by the board of
Independent School District No. 727 (Big Lake), Minnesota be approved?

BY VOTING “YES” ON THIS BALLOT QUESTION, YOU ARE VOTING FOR A
PROPERTY TAX INCREASE

PASSAGE OF THIS REFERENDUM WILL RESULT IN AN INCREASE IN YOUR
PROPERTY TAXES

School District Question 2
Approval of School Building Bonds

O YES If School District Question 1 above is approved, shall the board of

(O NO Independent School District No. 727 (Big Lake), Minnesota be authorized
to issue general obligation school building bonds in an amount not to exceed
$36,230,000 for acquisition and betterment of school sites and facilities
including, but not limited to, construction of a multi-purpose addition?

BY VOTING “YES” ON THIS BALLOT QUESTION, YOU ARE VOTING

follows:

on said election day.

Dated: August 4, 2025

726 (Becker Public Schools) be approved?

BY VOTING “YES” ON THIS BALLOT QUESTION, YOU ARE VOTING
FOR A PROPERTY TAX INCREASE.

The polling place and precincts served by the polling place for the special election will be as

This combined polling place serves all territory in the School District.

Any eligible voter residing in the School District may cast their ballots at the polling places
designated above. The polls for said election will open at of 7:00 a.m. and will close at 8:00 p.m.
A voter must be registered to vote to be eligible to vote in this election. An unregistered

individual may register to vote at the polling place on election day.

BY ORDER OF THE SCHOOL BOARD

/s/Pete Weismann, Clerk

(Published in the Patriot: 10/18 25,10/ 25/25)

STATE OF MINNESOTA
DISTRICT COURT
COUNTY OF SHERBURNE
TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
CASE TYPE: QUIET TITLE
SUMMONS

Court File No.: 71-CV-25-1733
Adam R. Kretsch

Plaintiff,

V.
C&K Associates LLC,

MX Estates,

John Doe, and Mary Roe
Defendants

THIS SUMMONS IS DI-
RECTED TO C&K Associates,
LLC, MX Estates, John Doe and
Mary Roe.

1. YOU ARE BEING SUED.
The Plaintiff has started a lawsuit
against you. The Plaintiff’s Com-
plaint against you is attached to this
Summons. Do not throw these pa-
pers away. They are official papers
that affect your rights. You must re-
spond to this lawsuit even though it
may not yet be filed with the Court
and there may be no court file num-
ber on this summons.

PLAINTIFF IS NOT SEEK-
ING A PERSONAL MONEY
JUDGMENT AGAINST ANY
PARTY AND IS COMMENC-
ING THIS ACTION TO QUIET
TITLE TO PROPERTY AS
MORE FULLY DESCRIBED
HEREIN.

2 YOU MUST REPLY
WITHIN 21 DAYS TO PRO-
TECT YOUR RIGHTS. You
must give or mail to the person who
signed this summons a written re-
sponse called an Answer within
21 days of the date on which you
received this Summons. You must
send a copy of your Answer to the
person who signed this summons
located at:

Lutz Law Firm

120 South 6th Street,

Suite 1515

Minneapolis, MN 55402

3. YOU MUST RESPOND
TO EACH CLAIM. The Answer
is your written response to the Plain-
tiff’s Complaint. In your Answer
you must state whether you agree or
disagree with each paragraph of the
Complaint. If you believe the Plain-
tiff should not be given everything
asked for in the Complaint, you
must say so in your Answer.

4. YOU WILL LOSE YOUR
CASE IF YOU DO NOT SEND
A WRITTEN RESPONSE TO
THE COMPLAINT TO THE
PERSON WHO SIGNED THIS
SUMMONS. If you do not An-
swer within 21 days, you will lose
this case. You will not get to tell
your side of the story, and the Court
may decide against you and award
the Plaintiff everything asked for in
the complaint. If you do not want
to contest the claims stated in the
complaint, you do not need to re-
spond. A default judgment can then
be entered against you for the relief
requested in the

complaint.

5. LEGAL ASSISTANCE.
You may wish to get legal help
from a lawyer. If you do not have
a lawyer, the Court Administrator
may have information about places
where you can get legal assistance.
Even if you cannot get legal help,
you must still provide a written
Answer to protect your rights or
you may lose the case.

6. ALTERNATIVE DIS-
PUTE RESOLUTION. The par-
ties may agree to or be ordered to
participate in an alternative dispute
resolution process under Rule 114
of the Minnesota General Rules of

TOW OF BECKER
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given that the Becker Township Planning
Commission will hold its regular meeting at 7 00 m . on Monday,
November 10, 2025 at Becker Town Hall, 12165 Hancock Street.
The Planning Commission will hold the following public hearings
beginning at 7 01 m and following:

Public hearing for Minor Subdivision for Owner Matthew
Gibas and Applicant AM Gra p LLC. The owner and ap icant
have submitted a minor subdivision application for land located in
Section 15, Township 3N , Range 28 Becker Township and identi-
fied by p rcel number 05-00115-1101.

Anyone interested in this rege st is encouraged to attend in p -
son or via zoom and comment at the Public Hearing. If you have
questions regarding the requests please contact Lucinda Messman
at Becker Township Hall, 1216 Hancock Street, Becker, MN, 8
If you are unable to attend, p ease p ovide written com-
ment to Lucinda Messman at PO . Box 248 Becker, MN 5588 or
by email to lucinda@beckertownship.org by 4:00 p.m., November

26- 581.

10,2025.
/s/ Lucinda Messman
Clerk, Becker Township

(Published in the Patriot: 10/25/25)

Practice. You must still send your
written response to the Complaint
even if you expect to use alternative
means of resolving this dispute.

7. QUIET TITLE. This action
involves, affects or brings into ques-
tion certain real property located at
13310 4th Avenue South, Zimmer-
man, MN 55398, legally described
as follows:

Lot 10, Block 3, Marturano
Meadows, Sherburne County, Min-
nesota

(the “Property”)

The object of this action is: (i)
to determine that Defendants have
no right, title, lien, estate or inter-
est in the Property; (ii) and Adam
R. Kretsch is the current fee simple
owner of the Property; and (iii) to
award Plaintiff such other further
relief as the above-named Court
deems just, fair and equitable.

Lutz Law Firm

Dated: September 15, 2025

/s/ David A. Lutz

David A. Lutz (#0286990)

120 South 6th Street, Suite 1515
Minneapolis, MN 55402

(612) 424-2110

Attorney for Plaintiff

(Published in the Patriot: 10/18/25,
10/25/25, 11/01/25).

STATE OF MINNESOTA
DISTRICT COURT
COUNTY OF SHERBURNE
TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
PROBATE COURT DIVISION

Court File No.: 71-PR-24-172

In Re the Estate of Bruce Robert
Holmboe, a/k/a Bruce R. Holm-
boe.

ORDER FOR HEARING.

The Petition to Construe Trust
Pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 501C.0202
(4) and Instruct Trustee Pursuant
to Minn. Stat. § 501C.0202 (24)
of Daniel S. Kufus, Trustee of the
abovenamed trust, is dated October
10, 2025, and has been filed with
this Court. The petition requests an
Order setting a time and place for
hearing on the petition and directing
the manner in which and the persons
to whom notice of the hearing shall
be given, and that at the hearing the
Court make its further Order:

1. Declaring the Purported
Codicil dated February 15, 2024
and the Purported Fifth Amendment
invalid, and instructing the Trustee
to administer the Trust as though the
2016 Codicil was the last valid Cod-
icil and the Fourth Amendment was
the last valid amendment.

2. Declaring that the benefi-
ciaries of the Trust and Estate are
Mark Holmboe and Paul Holmboe

in equal shares.

3. Granting such other and fur-
ther relief in the premises as to the
Court may seem just and proper.

NOW, THEREFORE, upon
motion of Steinhagen, Crist, Wehrly
& Kufus, P.L.L.P, attorneys for said
petitioner, IT IS ORDERED that the
petition be heard and all persons in-
terested in the matter appear before
a referee of this Court, via Zoom or
other remote means, on the 19th day
of November, 2025, at 8:30 o’clock
a.m., or as soon thereafter as the
petition can be heard, and show
cause, if any there be, why the relief
requested in the petition should not
be granted.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED
that notice of the hearing be given
by publishing this Order one time
at least twenty (20) days before the
date of the hearing in a legal news-
paper of Sherburne County, Minne-
sota, and by mailing a copy of this
Order to the persons named in the
petition as having or who may claim
to have an interest in the trust, at
their last known addresses, at least
fifteen (15) days before the date of
the hearing unless notice is waived.
Dated: October 14, 2025
/s/ Katrese Ringham,

Court Administrator

ATTORNEYS FOR TRUSTEE
AND PERSONAL REPRESEN-
TATIVE

John A. Wehrly, ID #393476
Katherine G. Kemp, ID #505710
Steinhagen, Crist, Wehrly, & Kufus
PL.L.P.

5001 Chowen Avenue South
Minneapolis, MN 55410-2150
(612) 922-2260/

Fax: (612) 922-2996
Jwehrly@steinhagen-crist.com
kkemp@steinhagen-crist.com
(Published in the Patriot: 10/18/25,
10/25/25).

FOR A PROPERTY TAX INCREASE

For School District Question 1, the property tax portion of the revenue authorized will
require an estimated referendum tax rate of is 0.08052% for taxes payable in 2026 of the
referendum market value of all classes of taxable property in the School District, as defined by
Minnesota Statutes, Section 126C.01, Subdivision 3, which excludes certain agricultural property,
seasonal property and post-secondary student housing.

The projected annual dollar increases for typical residential homesteads, apartments,
commercial-industrial properties, and most other classes of property within the School District are
as shown in the table below, subject to an annual increase at the rate of inflation.

Agricultural property will pay taxes for the proposed referendum based only on the value
of the house, garage and one acre of land. Seasonal recreational residential property (i.e., cabins)
will pay no taxes for the proposed referendum.

The figures in the table below are based on School District taxes for the new referendum
revenue authorization only and do not include tax levies for other purposes:

Proposed
Estimated Referendm}l R'evenue
Type of Proper Market cization
p perty Val Taxes Payable in
alue 2026
(Question 1)

$100,000 $81
200,000 161
300,000 242
Residential 350,000 282
Homesteads, 375,000 302
Apartments, 400,000 322
and Commercial- 450,000 362
Industrial Property 500,000 403
600,000 483
750,000 604
1,000,000 805
$100,000 $81
250,000 201
Commercial/Industrial 500,000 403
1,000,000 805

2,000,000 1,610
$100,000 $81
Apartments & 7 250,000 201
NonHom ential 500,000 303
(2 or more units) 1,000,000 805

2,000,000 1,610

The polling place and precincts served by the polling place for the special election will be as
follows:

Combined Polling Place: Precincts:
Saron Lutheran Church

311 Lake Street South
Big Lake, Minnesota 55309

All School District precincts.

All qualified electors residing in the School District may cast their ballots at the polling place listed
above during the polling hours specified above.

A voter must be registered to vote to be eligible to vote in the special election. Unregistered
individuals may register to vote at the polling place on Election Day.

Dated: October 18, 2025 BY ORDER OF THE SCHOOL BOARD

/s/ Lenette Brown, Clerk

(Published in the Patriot: 10/18 25,10/ 25/25)

Independent School District #726
Becker, Minnesota
Work Session
July 29, 2025

Roll Call.

Members present:  Ryan Hubbard, Aaron Jurek, Connie Robinson, Corey Stanger, Pete Weismann

Members absent: None

Others present: Dr. Jeremy Schmidt, Superintendent

Carla Nolan, Director of Curriculum & Instruction
Rick Kraus, Director of Buildings & Grounds
Dave Niemi, Activities Director

The School Board Attended a Work Session from 5:00 — 7:00 PM at Becker City Hall.

/s/ Aaron Jurek, Chair

/s/ Pete Weismann, Clerk

Recorder: /s/ Angela Oswald
(Published in the Patriot: 10/25/25)

any or all got es.
/s/ Jenny Schmidt
Lynden Township Clerk

LYNDEN TOW SHIP REQUEST FOR QUOTES
SINGLE SORT RECYLING

The Lynden Township Board, Stearns County, is requesting
Quotes for single sort, residential recycling to be picked up every
other week. Currently there are 561 each, 64 gallon wheeled recy-
cling bins in service at the homes of Lynden Township residents.
We are looking for a 5 year term on the contract. Quotes will be
opened at or about 7:30 pm on January 12th, 2026 at the Lynden
Township Hall, 21367 County Road 44, Clearwater, Mn. 55320.
Quotes must be mailed or delivered to the Lynden Township Clerk,
Jenny Schmidt, at 20517 Woodbine Road, Clearwater, MN. 55320
and arrive no later than 6 00m , Wednesday, December 3s t, 2025.
The Lynden Township Board reserves the right to accept or reject

(Published in the Patriot: 10/25/25)

PUBLIC NOTIGES, SHERIFF &
POLICE ACTIVITY REPORTS
are posted on our

wehsite:
W patriotnewsimn.com
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. PUBLIC NOTICES.........

Independent School District #726

Becker, Minnesota
Regular School Board Meeting
July 7,2025

SUMMARY

The complete minutes are on file in the district office and on the district website.

Chair Jurek called the regular meeting of the School Board of District #726 to order on the 7th day of July,

2025 at 6:30 p.m. in the Teaching & Learning Center.

Roll Call.

Members present: Ryan Hubbard, Aaron Jurek, Connie Robinson, Corey Stanger, Pete Weismann

Members absent: None

Others present: Jeremy Schmidt, Superintendent, Kevin Januszewski, Director of Business Services

CITIZEN COMMENTS: None

PRESENTATION: 2024-2025 School Year Recap: Cabinet Members

Motion by Connie Robinson, seconded by Corey Stanger, to Approve the Consent Agenda as presented:

CONSENT AGENDA

MINUTES FROM THE JUNE 2, 2025 REGULAR SCHOOL BOARD MEETING

DISBURSEMENTS - in the amount of $3,104,251.84

PERSONNEL, as presented

SCHOOL BOARD PAY - Chair @ $3,000 per year, Clerk @ $2,000 per year, Board Member @ $2.,400

per year

OVERNIGHT CAMP REQUEST: BOYS & GIRLS CROSS COUNTRY, as presented

HANDBOOKS - High School/Middle School/Intermediate & Primary School/Activities/ Community Ed-

ucation/Coaches/Staff, as presented
2024-2025 FUNDRAISERS RECAP, as presented

ANNUAL WELLNESS REPORT, as presented

2025-2026,2026-2027 INDIVIDUAL CONTRACTS - Directors of Human Resources/Food Service/Cur-
riculum & Instruction/Business Services/Building & Grounds, Activities and Child Care Coordinator, as

presented

LANGUAGE ACCESS PLAN, as presented

Motion by Pete Weismann, seconded by Ryan Hubbard, to Approve a Resolution Accepting the Following

Donations:
Hubbard Electric for softball $500.00
Liberty Paper for girls tennis $250
Liberty Paper for baseball $250

Motion carried unanimously.

Motion by Connie Robinson, seconded by Ryan Hubbard, to Approve a Resolution Establishing Com-
bined Polling Places. Upon roll-call vote, motion carried unanimously.

Motion by Corey Stanger, seconded by Ryan Hubbard, to Approve a Resolution Calling Special Election
for Operating Levy, with amount to be determined at the August school board meeting. Upon roll-call

vote, motion carried unanimously.

Motion by Ryan Hubbard, seconded by Pete Weismann, to Approve a Resolution Calling Special Election
for School Board Vacancy. Upon roll-call vote, motion carried unanimously.

Motion by Connie Robinson, seconded by Corey Stanger, to Approve a Resolution Establishing Dates for
Filing Affidavits of Candidacy. Upon roll-call vote, motion carried unanimously.

The meeting was adjourned at 8 p.m.
/s/ Aaron Jurek, Chair

/s/ Pete Weismann, Clerk

Recorder: /s/ Angela Oswald
(Published in the Patriot: 10/25/25)

By Don Bellach,
Contributing Writer

All members of the Big
Lake City Council were pres-
ent on Wed., Oct. 8 and were
joined by 12 cresidents who
live near Mitchell Farm Park
(also referred to as Teal Park).
The playground equipment
at their park was recently
removed. During the open
forum, residents explained
why the park was important
to them and expressed a de-
sire to have the equipment
replaced.

Emy Mammenga pre-
sented a petition she claimed
was signed by 120 neigh-
bors and also noted that as
of Wednesday, an online
petition had another 92 signa-
tures. She was disappointed
knowing that their tax dollars
would be used for other parks
and not their own.

“It’s been 30 years,” she
said. “We’ve had time to try
to either repair it or plan for
removal and repair.”

That sentiment was
shared by Shaun Dunkle,
who lives directly adjacent to
the park. His voice filled with
emotion, Shaun explained
why the park was important
for the neighborhood and his
family.

“For the five years
that my children and I have
lived there, we’ve enjoyed
that playground every fair-
weather day,” he said. “Tt was
more than equipment. There
were friendships formed
there. There were children
who learned to swing and
share that swing with their
neighbors and it’s where a
community gathered and
bonded. Since the equipment
has been moved, the neigh-
borhood has felt significantly
quieter and lonelier and a lit-
tle less whole.”

Dunkel concluded by
asking council to direct staff
to figure out replacement
costs and consider funding
capabilities to rebuild the

Neighborhood residents
were confused about what
happened and why. Kieren
and Evie told council they
didn’t have any answers for
them as they went door-to-
door to gather signatures for
the petition or when they met
their friends in the now empty
park.

“I was really sad because
it’s where my friends and I
meet up to talk about things
that happened during our
week,” said Evie.

Consent Agenda

Item 6] was removed
from the Consent Agenda
to be discussed and voted
on separately. Item 6J was
asking council to approve an
extension to Prairie Meadows
4th Addition Development
Agreement proposing to
postpone the wear course in-
stallation until Oct. 15, 2026
to — according to the builder
— reduce the risk of dam-
age from heavy construction
equipment using the finished
roadway.

Halvorson noted that
the city was already on the
hook for four other times that
projects were postponed by
developers, but never com-
pleted and wondered aloud
why the city would do it a
fifth time.

Finance Director Deb
Wegeleben noted that be-
cause of new letter of credit
requirements, the builder has
an irrevocable line of credit
where their lender bank guar-
antees payment if the project
is not completed and the de-
veloper is in default. That
was enough to persuade four
of the members who voted
aye. Halvorson opposed the
measure.

Other items of note
passed in the consent agenda
included purchases for Big
Lake Fire Department: Com-
puter equipment totaling
$6,242.62 and upgrades to
the parking lot of the BLFD,
to be completed by Astech
Surface Technologies, for

Citizens speak at city
council about playgrounds

equally split between the city
and township. Also approved
was the purchase of a Parking
Meter System at Lakeside
Park totaling $5,745.

Street Project Update

City Engineer, Layne
Otteson updated council
about ongoing projects.
Work at Highland Dr. and the
Mitchell Ridge neighborhood
began two weeks later than
anticipated however, curbing
has been replaced and road
surfaces have been milled.
Paving is expected to begin
during the week of Oct. 27.
Otteson noted that Co. Rd.
5 is a county project, but did
estimate that the final layer
of pavement would be com-
pleted in the next two weeks.

Fire and Police

Updates

Fire Chief Seth Hanson
shared calls for service num-
bers through July. There was
a total of 315 calls, 212 were
for the city, 70 for the town-
ship, 19 for Orrock, and 14
were mutual aid calls.

Chief of Police John
Kaczmarek also shared CFS
numbers. Through Aug./Sept.
Big Lake Police received
2330 calls. Notable calls
include 15 DWI, 59 welfare
checks, 14 theft, and 3 calls
for burglary.

Call for Action

The final moments of
Wednesday’s meeting be-
came contentious. Halvorson
called council to readdress
the decision to not replace the
equipment at Mitchell Farm
Park at the next city council
meeting.

“If we’re supposed to
represent taxpayers and the
taxpayers have spoken, then
I think if we don’t reevalu-
ate our thoughts, we’re in the
wrong,” Halvorson said.

Noding agreed with Hal-
vorson and thought it would
be a good idea to add an
agenda item to the next city
council meeting to discuss
how the city could replace the
equipment. However, no for-

park. $20,165. Both costs will be  mal proposal was voted on.
CITY OF BIG LAKE CITY OF BIG LAKE NOTICE OF TESTING OF OPTICAL
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING SCAN VOTING SYSTEM
FOR ASSESSMENT OF ST§ 8 TREET PROJECT FOR ASSESSMENT OF UNPAID CHARGES INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT NO.8

PUBLISH NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that the Big Lake City Council will meet in
the City Council Chambers, 160 Lake Street North, Big Lake,
Minnesota, at 6:00 p.m. on Wednesday, November 12, 2025, to
consider and ps sibly adop the p oposed assessment for street im-
p ovements in the following areas:
* Highline Drive — County Road 2 o County State Aid Highway 5
» Mitchell Ridge Drive — Pond View Lane to east cul-de-sac
* Pond View Lane — County Road 3 to Mitchell Ridge Drive
* Bluff Road — Highline Drive to Mitchell Ridge Drive
Descriptin & Impre ments:
Construction of drainage improvements, sidewalk repairs, concrete
curb and gutter, base repairs, milling, bituminous pavement, and
other miscellaneous work. Adoption of the proposed assessment
against abutting p op rty may occur at the hearing.
Assessment Terms:
The assessment is props ed to be p yable in equal annual install-
ments over 10 years and will bear interest at 4.00% per annum
from the date of adop ion of the assessment resolution. The first in-
stallment shall include interest on the entire assessment from the date
of adoption until December 31, 2025. Each subsequent installment
will include one year of interest on all unp id balances. Installments
will be added to the p op rty owner’s p op rty tag s.
Prepayment Optin s:
Any property owner may, prior to certification of the assessment
to the county auditor, pay the full amount of the assessment (plus
accrued interest) to the City Finance Director. No interest will be
charged if the assessment is p id in full within 8 days of adop ion.
Thereafter, full payment may be made at any time, with accrued
interest calculated to December of the year in which payment is
made. Payments must be made before November 15 to avoid interest
through the following year. Partial prepayments are also permitted
p ior to certification. If the assessment is not p ep id before Decem-
ber B ,the 400% interest rate will ap y.
Assessment Rb I:
The props ed assessment roll is on file and available for pbl ic in-
spection at the City Clerk’s office. The total amount of the p ops ed
assessmentis$ § .
Objectin s and Appeals:
Written or oral objections will be considered at the hearing. No appeal
may be taken as to the amount of any assessment adop ed pr suant
to Minn. Stat. § 42906, Subd. 2, unless a written objection signed
by the affected p op rty owner is filed with the City Administrator
prior to the hearing or presented at the hearing. An owner may appeal
an assessment to District Court pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 429.081
by serving notice of appeal upon the Mayor or City Administrator
within thirty (30) days after adoption of the assessment and filing
such notice with the District Court within ten (10) days thereafter.
Deferral & Assessments:
Under City Code Section 8  and Minn. Stat. § 4319343195,
the City Council may, at its discretion, defer the p yment of assess-
ments on homestead p op rty owned by:

* Persons age 6 or older,

* Persons p rmanently and totally disabled,or

* Members of the National Guard or reserves ordered to
active service, if payment would cause hardship. Applications for
deferral must be filed with the City Finance Director within thirty
(30) days of confirmation of the assessment.
/s/ Deb Wegeleben,F inance Director
City of Big Lake
(Published in the Patriot: 10/25/25,11/ 01/25)

You are hereby notified that the Big Lake City Council will hold
public hearings in order to consider assessments for unp id charges
due to the City. The public hearings will be held in the Big Lake
City Council Chambers located at 160 Lake Street on Wednesday,
November 12,2025 a t or about 6 00 .

Notices for these hearings have been mailed to past due accounts
in the City of Big Lake. The notices indicate the p st due charges are
for water/sewer, and snow removal services p ovided by the City for
their property. Residents have until Monday, November 17, 2025
to bring their accounts current. Any amount remaining unpaid will
be certified to the Sherburne County Auditor for collection with the
2026 p op rty tag s. If you decide not to p ep y the assessment be-
fore the date given above, the rate of interest that will ap y is 6o ,
plus a 30 a ssessment fee p yable in one installment.

Written or oral objections will be considered at the meeting. No
ap al may be taken as to the amount of an assessment adop ed pr -
suant to Minn. Stat. § 429.061, subd. 2, unless a written objection
signed by the affected p op rty owner,i s filed with the City Admin-
istrator prior to the hearing or presented to the presiding officer at the
hearing. An owner may appeal an assessment to the District Court
pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 42908 by serving notice of ap al upn
the Mayor or City Administrator of the City of Big Lake with in thirty
(30) days after the adop ion of the assessment and filing such notice
with the District Court within ten (10) days after service upon the
Mayor or City Administrator.

Under City Code Section 730 and Minnesota Statutes 435.193 to
43195, the Council may, in its discretion, defer the p yment of the
special assessment for any homestead property owned by a person 65
years of age or older or retired by virtue of a p rmanent and total dis-
ability. When deferment of the sp cial assessment has been granted
and is terminated for any reason provided in that law, all amounts
become due. Any assessed p op rty owner meeting the regi rements
of this law and the ordinance or resolution adopted under it may,
within thirty (30) days of confirmation of the assessment, apply to the
City Administrator for the p escribed form for such deferral p yment
of this sp cial assessment on his/her p op rty.

/s/ Deb Wegeleben,F inance Director
City of Big Lake
(Published in the Patriot: 10/25/25)

(BECKER PUBLIC SCHOOLS)
STATE OF MINNESOTA

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Indep ndent School District
No. 726 (Becker Public Schools) shall perform a public accuracy
test of the optical scan voting system to be used in the District’s
November 4,2025 s p cial election. T he test shall be conducted at:

Becker Public Schools District Office, 12000 Hancock St.,
Becker,M innesota

on October 3, 2025 at 1 o’clock . Interested individuals are
authorized to attend and observe. If you have any ge stions, p ease
contact Angela Oswald at8  26- 45023

Dated: 10/21/25

BY ORDER OF THE SCHOOL BOARD
/s/ Pete Weismann

School District Clerk

Independent School District No.26
(Becker Public Schools)

State of Minnesota

(Published in the Patriot: 10/25/25)

CITY OF CLEARWATER
PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC ACCURACY TESTING
SPECIAL ELECTION S ENATE DISTRICT 2
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the City of Clearwater will
be conducting a Public Accuracy Test on the voting system equip-
ment (DS200 & OmniBallot) that will be used for the 2025 Spe-
cial General Election. The Public Accuracy Testing will take p ace
on October 8, 2025, at 9:00 am . at the Lions Park Pavilion, 1100
County Road 75 in Clearwater, Minnesota. The testing is open to
the pbl ic.
/s/ Annita Smythe,C ity Administrator
City of Clearwater
(Published in the Patriot: 10/25/25

NOTICE OF LOCATION W ERE
BALLOTS W LL BE COUNTED
INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT NO.8
(BECKER PUBLIC SCHOOLS)
STATE OF MINNESOTA
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the election judges for In-
dep ndent School District No. 26 shall count the ballots cast in the
School District’s November 4, 2025 sp cial election at the following
locations:

COMBINED POLLING PLACE:
Becker Community Center
11500 Sherburne Avenue
Becker,M N 5588

Dated: 10/21/25

BY ORDER OF THE SCHOOL BOARD
/s/ Pete Weismann

School District Clerk

Indep ndent School District No.26
(Becker Public Schools)

State of Minnesota

(Published in the Patriot: 10/25/25)

CITY OF BIG LAKE
NOTICE TO RESIDENTS
VACANCY ON THE PLANNING COMMISSION

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City of Big Lake is p es-
ently seeking applicants to fill two (2) vacancies on the Big Lake
Planning Commission.E ach vacancy is a 4-year term.

The Planning Commission meets at 6 00 p . on the first Mon-
day of the month and advises the City Council on land use decisions
such as p atap ovals, variance and conditional use p rmit rege sts,
and p anned unit develom ents.

Any City resident interested in serving on the Planning Commis-
sion should submit a letter of interest that includes a descrip ion of
emp oyment and educational background which may be relevant to
the p sition as well as reasons for ap ying and their asp rations for
the future of Big Lake. Contact Community Develom ent Director
Marie Pop at8 48 98 ormpp  biglakemnor g with ge s-
tions. The letter of interest can be submitted by:

Mail or delivery: Big Lake City Hall

Attn: Marie PofC ommunity Develom ent Director
16 L ake Street North
Big Lake,M N 5589

E-Mail: MPofw)  biglakemnor g

Applications will be accepted until 5:00 p.m. on Thursday,
Ne mber @

/s/ Gina Wolbeck,C ity Clerk
City of Big Lake
(Published in the Patriot: 10/25/25)

LOOKING 7O

ADVERTISE?
CALLTHE PATRIOT AT
763.275.0275 TODAY!

F MPORTANT PROPERTY TAX HOMESTEAD NOTICE*
THIS W LLAFFECT YOUR @ PROPERTY TAXES AND
ELIGIBILITY FOR PROPERTY TAX REFUND.

Hae ya purchased p me dinto a prp erty in the past year?
Contact your county assessor to file a homestead application if you or
a qualifying relative occupy the property as a homestead on or before

December 3,2025.

W atis a qualifying: elatie ?

For unoccup ed agricultural p op rty, a ga lifying relative includes
the child, grandchild, sibling, or parent of the owner or owner’s
spus e.

For occupied agricultural or residential property, a qualifying relative
also includes the owner’s uncle,a unt,ne he w,or niece.

W endd apply?

You must ap y on or before December 3,2025.

Once homestead is granted, annual applications are not necessary
unless they are rege sted by the county assessor.

Contact the assessor by December 3, 2025 if the use of the p op rty
you own or occup as a ga lifying relative has changed during the
p styear.

If you sell, move, or for any reason no longer ga lify for the home-
stead classification, you are required to notify the county assessor
within 8 da ys of the change in homestead status.

Sherburne County Assessor’s Office (3 8- 4900

(Published in the Patriot: 10/25/25)
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BUILDING
$PECIALS

Guallt Building Supplies
ffordable Prices
Since 1975

We're committed to helping you

through each and every season.
Valley, service teams are trained
to prepare your machine for any
weather conditions, and know
what your irrigation system needs
to stay ready.

BOOK YOUR ORDER!

LATCHAM-LIND LUMBER &
POST FRAME BUILDINGS

Call for a FREE estimate
117th Ave., Milaca
(north end of Milaca off Central Ave)

320-983-63041-800-81-1846

Schedule your Valley-certified
preventative maintenance
check today.

f“‘””““e% GILMAN CO-OP CREAMERY

9920 115TH ST NE GILMAN MN 56333
(3201 387-2770

WINTER IS COMING.
ARE YOU READY FOR IT?

GILMAN, MN

valleyirrigation.com

M:E EEE% EEEE C[)mmumw GRAND 7551 STATE STREET

CLEAR LAKE, MN 55319
320-743-3000

newspapers
cannot
survive
without their
advertisers.
Support them
by shopping

PROPANE )
20LB FILL

| 1299
3 /

BIG PACK
GRABBER WARMERS

20% OFF

GRUB’S
..I

BOOTS

We Wl Te See
Hour 7’%?;'7!

CONNECT WITH US

Quality Construction - Built to
Handle Our Midwest Weather!

Custom Built to Any Size
Fast & Economical!

24x24x10........ $7,500 36x48x10......$14,000
30x40x10......$11,000 40x64x12......$18,000

Subject to local building codes, snowload requirements, delivery &
crew travel in some areas. Prices subject to change without notice.

Dr. Mitchell
Gossman

Ask Ahout
Concrete Prices!

" “Dr. Gossman did an amazing job with

Austin Gutwasser my cataract surgery. I would highly

" I Austin L=

recor'nmend him!” ]
320.492.6364 = Construction, ..C_4 AT — Mike Nermac rgry patient
j.austinconstruction@yahoo.com > 48020574044
SPECIALIZING IN:
- Cataracts - Blurred Vision - Diabetic Fye S ' HEDULE Y0 -R
B F D O p e n H O u S e a - Glaucoma - All Other Eye Disease LEFE-CII-II ANGlll{]G
- DryEyes  Disorders - Macular EXPERIENCE
° - Routine Eye Exams ~ Degeneration Now!
d e I I g h t O n O C t o 1 1 Accepting all major insurance including Medicare.
|Eye Associates . goouever ra. suic 101
of Continl Phivuncsdts St. Cloud, MN 56301
WWW.EAOFCM.COM 320-774-3789
| .

By Bill Morgan,
Editor

The Becker Fire De-
partment held their annual
Open House last Saturday to
throngs of curious people on
a beautiful, fall day.

The event ran from late
morning to early afternoon
and included a plethora of
fun activities and learning ex-
periences.

As usual, the fire depart-
ment station had a bounce
house inside along with food
and drink choices, balloons,
raffles and more. Outside,
there were free truck rides
through the city as well as
some demos and a visit from
North Memorial’s Air Care
chopper.

Also outside, firefight-
ers instructed youngsters on
handling a fire hose while
shooting water at a simulated
burning building. All-in-all,
the day was delightful for all
visitors who wanted to know
more about their local fire de-
partment.

TRUCK RIDES (right
photo) is always a main at-
traction at the Open House
as the Haas girls — Aspen and
Aria — get excited to take a
trip around the block. (Pa-
triot Photo by Deven Haas).

By Mary Nehring,
Contributing Writer

Clearwater/Clear Lake
Food Shelf hosted a fund-
raiser Sat., Oct. 18 at the
Clearwater Legion to help
with the new food shelf

BECKER FIREFIGHTER DAVE DAULHIMER aided second
grader Aspen Haas with the fire hose during last weekend’s
BFD Open House. (Patriot Photo by Deven Haas).

building.

A silent and live auc-
tion were held.

The Clearwater Lions
presented a check for
$25,000 to the Clearwater/
Clear Lake Food Shelf at
their fundraiser held Oct.
18 2025 at Clearwater Le-
gion.

2 1 Clearwater Legion

Riders, Legion Auxiliary
and 3 Of A Kind also pre-
sented checks to the food
shelf, as well. Additional
donations were given from
individuals.

“We want to thank ev-
eryone who attended our
fundraiser and for all the
donations that were pre-
sented to us,” said Clearwa-
ter/Clear Lake Food Shelf
p esident Mary Abraham.

Money is still needed
for the Clearwater/Clear
Lake Food Shelf. If one
would like to donate,

NORTH MEMORIAL’S AIR CARE HELICOPTER came in for
a landing near the fire station Saturday and guests were al-
lowed to get an up-close view of the life-saving vehicle. (Pa-
triot Photo by Deven Haas).

Clearwater/Clear Lake
Food Shelf hosts fundraiser

CLEARWATER/CLEAR LAKE FOODSHELF FUNDRAISER. A
fundraiser was held Saturday, October 18 at Clearwater Le-
gion including a meal and both a silent an live auction. (Sub-
mitted Photo).

e-mail Mary Abraham at
cclfs9 3@ aol.com.

The new Clearwater/
Clear Lake Food Shelf
building is located at 1135
Co. Rd. 75 in Clearwater,
across the street from its
original location. Hours

of operation are Mondays
5:30 to 7 p.m., Tuesday
9-11 a.m. and 6 to 8 p.m.,
Wednesdays3to 5m . No
api ntment is needed. The
food shelf can be reached at
30- 558 2954.

LOOKING TO ADVERTISE?
CALL THE PATRIOT AT
763.275.0275 TODAY?
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Corn Maze, hay rides & games
The Barn Boutique is filled
with fall décor, 60+ varieties of
pumpkins, gourds & squash,

9241 100th Ave SE, Clear Lake
Open Sept. 1- Oct. 31
763-670-8995

honey, popcorn and
so much more!

Submitted Article

Professional Mechan-
ical Services of Big Lake,
was awarded the Diamond
Award at the 10th An-
nual HomeServe Contrac-
tors Conference held Oct.
14-15 at the Walt Disney
World Dolhi n Hotel. This
award recognizes Profes-
sional Mechanical Ser-
vices as a standout partner
in HomeServe’s network
of more than 2,900 skilled
trades contractors across
North America.

The Diamond Award
is presented to contractors
who consistently deliver
excep ional service through
solid business p actices, in-
novation, attention to detail
and exceptional customer
care.

In addition, Profes-
sional Mechanical also
was awarded the Pinnacle
Performer Award for the
Midwest Region. The Pin-
nacle Performer Award is
given to the top p rforming
contractor partners in each
region who consistently
delivered exceptional ser-
vice, held their teams to the
highest level of account-
ability and ensured their
operations were in line
with HomeServe’s values
and goals.

The annual conference
brought together less than
150 contractors, represent-
ing the top five percent of
HomeServe’s contractor
network, for presentations
and workshops on cus-
tomer service, technology
and business growth strat-
egies; a tradeshow; and an
awards ceremony. Winners
were selected based on
evaluations of their per-
formance metrics, with a
focus on customer service
excellence, repair quality,
responsiveness and timeli-
ness.

“Earning the Diamond

=JL‘H

4-H Shooting Sports team
competes at State Invitational

Submitted Article

The Sherburne County
4-H Shooting Sports team
showcased their hard work
and dedication at the State
4-H Shooting Sports &
Wildlife Invitational, held
Sep . 5-7 2025, in Alea n-
dria,M innesota.

Youth from across the
state competed in events
such as archery, shotgun,
air rifle, .22 rifle, and air
pistol, along with Skilla-
thon, wildlife calling, and
conservation p ojects.

Team members in-
clude: Colton Bond, Grace
Dabhlin, Sarah Blake, Eliz-
abeth Hagen, Preston Hill-
stom, Wyatt Schaumburg,
Noah Blake, Silas Dahlin,
Leah Schlueter, Simeon
LaDoux, Samuel Blake,
Jubilee LaDoux, Lola
LaDoux, Shula LaDoux,
Neva Schaumburg, Titus
Schaumburg, and Piper
Kolbinger.

Coaches include:

THE SHERBURNE COUNTY 4-H SHOOTING SPORTS TEAM competed at the State Invitational
in Alexandria in September. (Submitted Photo).

Michael Bond, Tim
Hagen, Matt Savage, Cole
Petroske, Kasandra Scha-
umburg, Eric Schaumburg,
Kyle Haugen, and Paul

PROFESSIONAL MECHANICAL SERVICES AND HOMESERVE NORTH AMERICA REPRESENTA-
TIVES, including, from left, Matt Chenowith, HomeServe Midwest Regional Operations Manager;
Jonathan Cunningham, HomeServe Vice President of Contractor Operations, Robert Judson,
HomeServe Chief Operating Officer; Kari Gust, Troy Powers, Stacy Zahler and Ryan Rowland
of Professional Mechanical Services, Tom Rusin, HomeServe Chief Executive Officer; Sylvester
Criscone, HomeServe Senior Vice President of Contractor Management and Administration;
and Bryan Rooney, HomeServe Senior Director of Operations, celebrated the Big Lake, Minneso-
ta-based company earning the Diamond Award during the 10th annual HomeServe Contractor
Awards held Oct. 14-15 in Orlando, Fla. (Submitted Photo).

Award is a testament to the
unwavering dedication that
Professional Mechanical
Services has shown in de-
livering exceptional repair
services and prioritizing
customer satisfaction for
our shared customers,” Tom
Rusin, HomeServe North
America CEOQ, said. “Their
tireless efforts to raise the
bar for quality make them
an invaluable part of our
mission to simplify home-
ownership. Congratula-
tions on this well-deserved
recognition!”

Celebrating its 10th
year, the Contractors Con-
ference is more than an
awards event; it’s an op-
portunity to recognize the
best professionals in the
skilled trades. The recipi-
ents, including Professional
Mechanical Services rep e-
sent the highest standards in
customer care and technical

ep rtise.
Professional Mechan-
ical Services provides

HVAC, plumbing, drain
cleaning, electrical and

“-ISSNEY

insulation services to the
Greater Minneapolis-St.
Paul area from two loca-
tions with nearly 30 em-
b oyees.

“Our contractor part-
ners are the backbone of
everything we do;’ Sylves-
ter Criscone, HomeServe’s
Senior Vice President of
Contractor Management
and Administration, said.
“Professional Mechani-
cal Service’s work exem-
plifies the excellence and
professionalism that make
HomeServe a trusted source
for home repair solutions.
We are p oud to honor their
achievements and thankful
for their invaluable p rtner-
ship

HomeServe, in coop-
eration with its contractor
network, offers emergency
home repair services to
more than 4.5 million cus-
tomers, servicing hundreds
of thousands of households
each year. Network con-
tractors include plumbers,
electricians and HVAC and
appliance technicians pro-

AIR CONDITIONER & FURNACE

REPLACEMENT

Air Conditioner and
Furnace Replacement
*starting at $7500.00

Includes Installation
** Financing Available

Rebates Available

We Service All Major Brands of

Heating & Cooling Equipment

Call For Details

(763) 263-0002

www.mcchesneyhvac.com

& depending
uirements

Credit Approval Required

viding service across a va-
riety of household systems.
HomeServe customers also
have access to a repair ho-
tline available 24 hours
a day, 365 days a year to
schedule a rep ir.

For more information,
visit homeserve.com.

YEAR' wapranTY'

Air Conditioning & Heating

PARTS

LIMITED

* Gompizte warmanty okl aviabie from
wour bocal s oo o e,
T eocmbed Bt 10-Yier Prni i bed Wareasty
g PREITRE i) b COmkig within 50
ciarys of ieriaiabon. Dbt regestrarion rid
recrest i Cabifiormes of Guebec

Haugen.

The program helps
youth build confidence, re-
sponsibility, and teamwork
through safe and educa-

tional shooting sports. Learn
more at extension.umn.
edu/4-h-showcase-events/
state-4-h-shooting-sports-
and-wildlife-invitational.

BL runners impressive at

M8 Conference meet

By Ken Francis,
Contributing Writer

The Big Lake cross
country runners have been
battling and struggling with
heat and humidity over
their p st few meets.

But that changed last
week at the Mississippi 8
Conference Championships
at the Ponds Golf Course
in St. Francis when the
weather was cool and rainy.

“The kids really han-
dled the weather well,” said
Coach Todd Trutna. “It’s
not easy to run fast in
steady rain, but they stayed
focused and kept compet-
ing”

The varsity boys
bounced back with a third
place finish behind Becker
and Cambridge-Isanti, led
by Gavin Flavin, who took
third in 16 114.

He was followed by
Trent Erickson (ninth,
16:48), Theo Johnson
(15th, 16:58) and Jack
Schmidt (16th, 17:00), all
earning All-Conference
recognition.

“Quite unusual that
you have four all-confer-
ence runners and finish in
third place,” said Coach
Trutna. “It shows the com-
petitiveness at the top of
our conference?”’

Eli Henning finished
26th in 18:04 and earned
Honorable Mention hon-
ors, while Max Baron (3 1st,
18:13), Eli Schaller (49th,
19:01) and Nicholas Er-

ickson (50th, 19:01) com-
pleted the varsity squad.
And the team showed its
depth when the JV boys
won their team title behind
Evan Hitter and Avery Jarvi
who finished 1-2 in 18:48
and 19:02 resp ctively.

For the girls, ninth-
grader Shay France in her
first season as a cross-coun-
try runner, led the way with
an impressive sixth-place
finish in 19:46.6, earning
All-Conference honors and
leading the team to a sev-
enth-place finish.

She was followed
by Hazel Guldseth (36th,
21:51) who had another
strong run and lowered her
personal best by about 20
seconds.

Elsie Jagusch (44th,
22:42) and Clara Devine
(46th, 22:51) also set per-
sonal best times by about
10 seconds. Rounding out
the varsity squad were
Aubri Judge (53rd, 23:47),
Ainsley McGuire (54th,
23:57), and Chloe Howe
(61st, 25:05) all of whom
set season’s best times.

“Though the team
would have liked to have
placed a bit higher,” said
Coach Trutna, “their train-
ing has been going well and
they are starting to peak at
the right point in the sea-
son”

The Hornets competed
in the Section SAA Cham-
pionships Thursday at
Apollo High School in St.
Cloud,r esults nek week.

Becker first grade students

learn about grains, farming

R VT

e L RO

BECKER FIRST GRADERS harvested a trailer-load of pota-
toes that will be donated to the Becker food shelf. (Submitted

Photo).

By Mary Nehring,
Contributing Writer

All 10 classes of Becker first graders visited the Farm
Friends Barn on October 13 nd 14.

They participated in a prairie walk, learned about
grains and harvested the garden they planted last Spring
as Kindergarteners. This included corn, pt atoes, onions,

carrots and sunflowers.
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Be a Patriot Page
Sponsor! Call  :

763.275.0275 to
secure your ad

WiNDow

RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL

330-200-ili60

PROUD SPONSOR
OF THE
NEWSPAPER,
EVENTS, ACTIVITIES
AND BUSINESSES
IN OUR LOCAL
COMMUNITIES!

BECKER. MN

763-262-5850
tjipottertrucking.com

State Bank

12500 Sherburne Ave.,
Becker, MN 55308
763.261.4200

|

LOOKING TO
ADVERTISE?
CALL
763.275.0275
TODAY!

SU \

CLEANING

\\ JEDDELOH
' SNYDER
k STOMMES |

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

100+ YEARS

COMBINED EXPERIENCE

DIVORCE
FAMILY LAW
CHILD CUSTODY
WILLS & TRUSTS
ESTATE PLANNING
ELDER LAW
BUSINESS PLANNING
COMMERCIAL LAW
REAL ESTATE LAW
CRIMINAL LAW

Sherburne

A y.':io!gﬁ!olg‘rn

...... FUNERAL ~~ ELECTRICAL
PETERSON - @
< GRIMSMO o hubbard
RYAN HUBBARD
FUNERAL CHAPEL 763-263-8334
Sering yOUf RESIDENTIAL e COMMERCIAL - AGRICULTURAL

community since 1933
250 East Broadway
Monticello, MN 55362
763-295-2918

Our family serving yours!

163-262-2889

101 JEFFERSON BLVD
BIG LAKE

JSSMN.COM

MULCH - ROCK - BLACK DIRT -

BLACKTOPPING

BLACKTOPPING INC.
RESIDENTIAL COMMERCIAL
PAVING CONTRACTORS

Serving the Metro &
Surrounding Areas Since 1967
www.c-sblacktopping.com
Major Credit Cards accepted
FREE ESTIMATES
a “green” paving contractor

763.428.2225

———

ADDITIONAL PRODUCTS AVAILABLE!
WE CAN LOAD OR DELIVERY AVAILABLE!

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
MON. - FRI., 7AM TO 5PM
AND SAT., 8AM TO NOON

—EXCAVATING—

15920 HWY. 10, BECKER - 763-262-0871

AUCTIONS

++40 s UPCOMING AUCTIONS ++ ¢+ +

SUNDAY

SUNDAY

OCTOBER 26TH @ 11:00AM | NOVEMBER 2ND @ 11:00 AM

ANTIQUES, HOUSEHOLD & TOOLS

ANTIQUES, HOUSEHOLD & TOOLS

ANTIQUES, COLLECTIBLES, HOUSEHOLD & DECOR’,
FURNITURE, TOOLS & OUTDOOR, YARD & GARDEN & SHOP

Now TAKING CONSIGNMENTS

3825 SHapowooD DR. NE. Sauk Rapips, MN
DIRecTIONS: ST. CLouD, E. oN Hwy 23 LEFT ON 40TH (FoLLOW SIGNS)

See website for more:

THIS IS A PARTIAL LISTING. B.P. & MN tax applies.

www.midwestauctions.com/sharer
Keith Sharer Auction Service

320-267-1963
e Ean

- COMMERCIAL SEPTIC PUMPING -~
< RESIDENTIAL SEPTIC TANK PUMPING

# HOLDING TANKS= ROUTINE MAINTENANGE
- TANK COMPLIANCE= EMERGENCY SERVI

- EMERGENCY
= SERVICE!

SERVING BECKER, BIG LAKE, ELK
* RVER AND SURROUNDING AREA

New school record! More accolades!

BECKER’S SUPER ATHLETE Adele Changamire has broken
the girls soccer record for the most goals scored in a single
season with 33 goals in 17 games. An amazing display of Chan-
gamire’s incredible talents on the pitch. (Submitted Photo).

BECKER BULLDOGS

Ol

ADELE CHANGAMIRE
was also selected as a first
team Class AA All State Girls
Soccer player for the 2025 fall
season. (Submitted Photo).

Proudly serving the communities of
Becker, Big Lake, Clear Lake and

Clearwater!

We appreciate your business and readership!

PATRIOT

WWW PATRIOTNEWSMN.COM

SHEET METAL

4€>DAHLEN
320-743-2479
« DAHLENSHEETMETAL@FRONTIER.COM
CLEAR LAKE, MN
WWW.DAHLENSHEETMETAL.COM

—
WILLIAMS %
DivoyANY K

- [EL
763-262-1454 - BECKER
763-452-2500 - BIG LAKE

320-743-2204 - CLEAR LAKE
WILLIAMSDINGMANN.COM

Give
/ Blood

St. Marcus Church
Blood Drive
Mon., Nov. 3, 2025
11:30am-5:30pm
8701 Main Ave. Clear Lake

GrassisAlNays GreenefOvet heSeptcTank

- Installation of Sewer Systems
»Sewer Inspection & Design - Septic Pumping
& Repairs - Bobcat & Backhoe Work

BUSSE’S SEPTIC PUMPING

Call for an Appointment 320-743-2482

EMPLOYMENT

KASOWSKI GROUP

NOW HIRING!

© FT FARM LABOR
e FT EQUIPMENT OPERATOR e FT FARM MECHANIC

Apply in person, 1 mile east of Becker,
137th left, 1/8 mile on left. 612-747-0163

Becker Public Schools

Developing self-directed learners to thrive in a changing global community

BECKER PUBLIC SCHOOLS IS HIRING!
BE A PART OF OUR TEAM!

202526 Sehsel Yean Substituts,

* TEACHERS
* PARAPROFESSIONALS
* CUSTODIANS
* FOOD SERVERS/
DISHWASHERS
* BUS AND VAN DRIVERS

FOR INFORMATION ON ALL OUR OPENINGS, PLEASE VISIT WWW.BECKER.K12.MN.US
QUESTIONS? CONTACT ANGELA OSWALD @ 763-261-4502, OPTION 3

Up to $60 per route based on experience.

Benefits include:

*Health, Dental, & LTD (Coverage year round)

* Paid personal, sick, and holidays
* PERA (Public Employee Retirement Assoc.)
* 403 (B) Matching Retirement Options

BECKER PUBLIC
SCHOOLS IS HIRING
SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS!!

$2,000 SIGN ON BONUS!!

*NOW OFFERING PAID TRAINING
*MINIMUM OF 3.5 HOURS A DAY WITH

OPPORTUNITIES FOR MORE

CONTACT US TODAY!
763-261-4588

Developing Self-Directed Learners to
Thrive in a Changing Global Community

Becker girls soccer ends
season at 10-4-3
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THE BECKER GIRLS SOCCER TEAM ended their season with arecord of 10-4-3, a second place
conference finish, and earned spot as the #2 seed in the 6AA sections. (Submitted Photo).

By Maria Moore,
Contributing Writer

The Becker girls’ soc-
cer team worked ek remely
hard this season, and it p id
off with a 10-4-3 overall
record.

They also received a
second-place finish in the
Mississippi 8 Conference
and earned the number two
seed in the 6AA sections.
However, the girls did end
up losing in the sectional

semifinal against Monti-
cello.

The team will miss
graduating seniors Captain
Avery Atwood, Lorelei
Clouse, Meghan Person,
and Gracie Bermel.

“Each of these seniors
has contributed so much
to the team, both on and
off the field,” said coaches
Arnold Changamire and
Emily Barthel. “Their com-
mitment, example, and love
for the game have helped

shap the culture of Becket
soccer for years to come.”

Throughout the sea-
son, the girls worked re-
lentlessly to show off theit
skills on the field with
their teamwork, effort, anc
strong defensive presence.
With rising talent from the
JV team and strong return-
ing varsity players, the fu-
ture of the Bulldog’s looks
bright.
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Becker girls CC takes

Becker boys CC takes Ist in conference

By Maria Moore,
Contributing Writer

The Becker boys’
cross country team
managed to do it again
with a first-place con-
ference championship.

This would be the
second time in program
history and the first
time that both the boys
and the girls managed
to earn the conference
titles.

They traveled
to St. Francis for the
Conference Champi-
onship meet. The meet
was wet and slippery,
which made it chal-
lenging on the course.

JV Squad

For JV, Weston
Denne (19:25) and
Cooper Pany(19:31)
earned conference rib-
bons. Carson Schuster
took 20th in the race
(20:14). Next was Tan-
ner Schmitt (21:36)
with his best 10-sec-

THE BECKER BOYS’ CROSS COUNTRY TEAM is shown above holding the con-
ference champions trophy. (Submitted Photo).

ond PR time, and then
Sean Geurkink (22:03).
Aiden Jacobs (23:17)
earned a career PR.
Last were Edoardo
Serra (23:50), Brody
Zinken (25:37), and
Mason Corner (29:27).
Varsity Squad
For varsity, Tan-
ner Felton (16:12)
took fourth in the meet
overall. Felton, Parker
Spindler (16:30, fifth),

Swanson (16:32, sixth),
& Evan Hubbard
(17:04, 18th) earned
All-Conference hon-
ors. Brandt Hemmel-
garn (17:18), Holden
Hubbard (18:13), and
Mason Tschida (18:13)
also performed well.

“I was glad to see
the Bulldogs rise to the
challenge to retain the
title and proud of them
for not allowing stum-

bles along the course to
derail them at all,” said
Coach Dustin Weege.
“It is a testament to the
character of these guys,
and I look forward to
seeing all that they can
accomplish from this
point onward with this
season and beyond.
These Bulldogs are an
impressive group and a
true joy to get to work
with,”

Ist at St. Francis

By Bill Morgan,
Editor

The Becker girls cross country
team traveled to the Pond’s Golf
Course in St. Francis Oct. 14 to com-
pete in the 2025 Mississippi 8 Con-
ference championship.

They came away with the con-
ference title!

Alyse Denne took fifth in a time
of 19:44.2 to lead all Becker girls
runners. She was followed by Kate-
lynn Brower (20:05.80) in ninth,
Sydnee Bull (20:11.50) in 12th,
20:12.70 Anna Wynia (20:12.70) in

13th, Evelyn Malisheski (20:18.60)
in 14th, Savannah Cunningham
(20:22.90) in 16th, Laney
Hodel (20:29.30) in 18th and Aysa
Johnson (21:09.60) in 26th.

JV Squad

In JV, Sophia Otto (22:37.10)
took second, Elizabeth Jones
(22:37.90) took third, Lorelei Swan-
son (23:15.00) took fourth, Addy
Goenner (23:18.90) took sixth, Ab-
igail Frey (23:53.30) captured 10th,
Greta Schmitt (24:45.40) took 20th,
Naiya Hanson (25:24.80) took 26th
and Charlotte Dirkes (31:09.70) took
50th.
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Congratulations on your
conference championship titles
Becker Gross Country!
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Morks break
records at OMST

By Mark Kolbinger,
Contributing Writer

It was a crazy success-
ful day for the Mork sisters
- Izza and Grace - at the
recent Ogilvie-Mora Swim
Team (OMST) meet, as
they each came home with
a pool record.

It was also the Bull-
dogs’ final dual meet of the
season, with Becker com-
ing out on top 100-72.

“It’s different to swim
in Ogilvie because it’s a
25 meter pool so the times
need to be calculated from
meters to yards after they
swim so they know if
they dropped time or not,”
Coach Tina Tamm said.
“A first glance at the clock
when you touch the wall
will always show added
time to your race but then

you remember - the pool is
longer.”

Grace Mork broke the
2023 record for the 400M
(500 yd) freestyle going
4:39.06 (5:18.06), and
Izza Mork broke the 2000
pool record for the 100m
breaststroke (100 yd) going
1:18.31 (1:10.42).

Up Next

Next up for the Bull-
dogs is the JV champion-
ship meet in Monticello on
Friday, Oct 24.

“We have our JV girls
training for that right now
while our varsity girls have
begun their training for sec-
tions,” Tamm said. “We
still have 2.5 weeks until
sections which gives us a
lot of time to get ready.”

Sections will be held in
Becker on Nov 6 - 8.
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Bulldogs annihilate Lakers, 33-0

By Bill Morgan,
Editor

The Becker Bulldog
football team hosted the
Detroit Lakes Lakers last
Wednesday and came away
with an easy, 33-0 shutout
in their final regular season
game of 2025.

With the win, Becker
evened their season record
to 4-4 and will play at home
Saturday against Princeton.

Against Detroit Lakes,
the Bulldogs started a little
slow, scoring just one TD
in the first quarter. That
was accomplished by QB
Tristan Kowalkowski’s
four-yard pass completed
to Sawyer Brown.

In the second, Kowal-
kowski found Brown again,
this time from 24 yards out
to put the home team up,
14-0.

With under a minute to
go in the first half, Kowal-
kowski took care of busi-
ness on his own, scoring on
a one-yard plunge to put the

BECKER WR ADAM WIPPER reeled in this nine-yard pass
in the end zone to finish Becker’s scoring on the night against
Detroit Lakes. (Submitted Photo by Anne Koste).

Bulldogs up by three TDs at
20-0 (xp was missed).

In the third after shut-
ting down the Lakers
once again, Kowalkowski
threw a bomb to Tarver

Schendzielos for a TD from
49 yards out to increase the
score to 27-0.

In the fourth, Kowal-
kowski found Adam Wip-
per for a nine yard TD pass

to make the final score,
33-0.

Kowalkowski finished
with 191 yards through the
air on 14-0f-20 completions
and four TDs. He also had a
rushing score.

On the gorund, Isiah
Boyer gained 109 yards on
14 carries while Brown had
three carries for 32 yards.

Schendzielos led the
receiving corps with 74
yards on three catches and
one TD. Brown had five
catches for 48 yards and
two scores.

On defense, Bennett
Kujawa had a monster day
as he tallied 10 tackles, two
sacks and three tackles for
loss. Andrew Fischer added
six tackles to the stat sheet.

The Bulldogs finished
with 400 total yards com-
pared to just 161 for the
Lakers. Becker had 17 first
downs compared to just
nine for Detroit Lakes.

The three stars for the
game were Kowalkowski,
Boyer and Schendzielos.

Xcel proposing first-in-the-nation
distributed capacity procurement

Submitted Article

Xcel Energy is making
a first-of-its-kind proposal
to build out a battery storage
network across Minnesota,
optimizing the state’s energy
grid and helping the company
meet the growing electricity
needs of the communities it
serves.

Under its Capacity*-
Connect proposal, Xcel En-
ergy will install up to 200
megawatts of battery storage
resources at strategic loca-
tions on the grid by 2028. De-
ployed in collaboration with
Sparkfund, the distributed
energy resources will help
meet increasing demand for
electricity, maintain reliable
service for customers, max-
imize the efficiency of exist-
ing infrastructure, and support
local jobs.

“We’re focused on sup-
porting economic growth and
the needs of our communities
by building out and modern-
izing our energy grid,” said
Ryan Long, president of Xcel
Energy-Minnesota, North

Dakota and South Dakota.
“We believe distributed en-
ergy resources are an import-
ant part of that strategy. They
will complement our current
plans for additional renew-
able and firm dispatchable
generating resources to meet
our customers’ needs.”

Xcel Energy’s approach
takes advantage of its inte-
grated system planning pro-
cesses to determine the best
customer locations to install
the new battery storage re-
sources. The company will
integrate the battery storage
into its system operations,
charging the batteries during
times when energy is inex-
pensive and dispatching that
energy to serve all customers
during periods of peak de-
mand.

“By storing energy when
it’s cheap, delivering it when
it’s needed most and placing
assets where they maximize
grid value, Xcel Energy is
delivering reliable energy to
customers today and building
a grid that is ready for tomor-
row,” said Pier LaFarge, CEO

of Sparkfund. “Sparkfund
will help Xcel Energy deploy
distributed energy resources
to meet growing customer en-
ergy needs, support economic
growth in Minnesota and un-
lock the full value of the U.S.
electric grid.”

Battery storage is an
important part of Minne-
sota’s energy future. Xcel
Energy’s recently approved
Upper Midwest Energy Plan
calls for the installation of
600 megawatts of energy
storage by the end of 2030.
The proposed distributed ca-
pacity procurement will help
achieve that goal, and Xcel
Energy is bringing it for-
ward to the Minnesota Public
Utilities Commission with
the encouragement of many
stakeholders.

Xcel Energy intends to
locate the batteries at local
businesses, commercial or
industrial sites, or nonprofit
organizations. This provides
more customers — includ-
ing those in environmental
justice communities — with
an opportunity to benefit fi-

nancially from hosting clean
energy technologies. Hosts
would receive direct pay-
ments for participating in the
program. Each site will have
approximately one to three
megawatts of storage (one
megawatt is about the size of
a shipping container).

Xcel Energy, in collab-
oration with Sparkfund, will
scale the deployment so the
grid can keep pace with in-
creasing demand while pri-
oritizing local workers and
complying with the compa-
ny’s labor standards. Xcel
Energy will operate each
battery storage asset to main-
tain safety and security of the
system.

With this novel ap-
proach, Xcel Energy and
Sparkfund will closely re-
view performance, costs,
and customer experience as
the program grows, ensuring
this approach is cost-effective
while supporting a clean, reli-
able and safe grid.





