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CLEAR LAKE 

The Clear Lake Twp. Board 
of Supervisors welcomed 

Kiel Dolly to the panel and 
recognized and thanked 

former Chairman Gary Gray 
for his years of service. Gray 

was elected a Sherburne 
County Commissioner last 

fall. See the story on page 3.

BECKER
The City of Becker received 
word from Google that the 
company plans to pull out 
of the idea of installing a 
data center in Becker’s In-

dustrial Park. See the 
story on page 3. 

BIG LAKE
Big Lake gymnast Britney 
Krumrei set a new school 

record and was the all 
around champion at the 

Hornet Classic. See her story 
on page 5.

Index
EDITORIAL/NEWS

- Pages 1-10
CHURCH 

DIRECTORY
- Page 2 

LEGALS/JUDICIAL
- Pages 7-8

CLASSIFIEDS
- Page 8 

EMPLOYMENT
- Page 4
SPORTS/

ACTIVITIES
- Pages 9-10
OBITUARIES

- Page 8

• VOL. 3 • NO. 29  SAT., JANUARY 14, 2023
 Serving Becker, Big Lake, Clear Lake, Clearwater & surrounding communities • P.O. Box 458 (14054 Bank Street), Becker, MN 55308 • 763-275-0275 • www.patriotnewsmn.com • production@patriotnewsmn.com

INSERTS 
•  Bill ’s Family 

Foods
• Coborn’s
• Runnings

This is not an offer to lend and is subject to credit approval. Program is subject to change. N.M.L.S. #411232

www.libertybankmn.com

First Time Homebuyers!
Finance 100%
Home Purchase!

of your NEW

COLUMNIST STAN 
TEKIELA has another in-
formative article for our 
readers on page 2. His 
column, entitled, “Winter 
Survivors” focuses on sev-
eral midwest critters (in-
cluding the moose, above) 
and their readiness to sur-
vive the harsh winters of 
North America. (Submitted 
photo.)

Cargill is NOW HIRING for 
Production roles in 
Monticello and Big Lake!
Apply online today!

$3,000 SIGN-ON BONUS!
   
- 3rd shift Sanitation            
     $22.00+/hr.
 - 3rd shift Maintenance Tech            
     $31.65+/hr.
- OTR Truck Driver            
     $.65/mile

Visit: careers.cargill.com/Monticello-mn  or   careers.cargill.com/Biglake-mn    
Cargill is an Equal Opportunity Employer, including Disability/Vet.

(Editor’s Note: The 
following information was 
submitted to the Patriot 
by AFCA Media Relations  
contact, Vince Thompson. 
Slight modifications were 
made by the Patriot’s Edi-
tor.)

Becker High School 
Head Coach Dwight Lun-
deen was named the recip-
ient of the 2022 AFCA®/
AFCF® Power of Influence 
Award at the 2023 AFCA 
Convention in Charlotte, 
NC Sunday night. 

Lundeen was nom-
inated by Minnesota 
F o o t b a l l 
C o a c h e s 
A s s o c i a -
tion. 

T h e 
Power of 
I n f l u e n c e 
award was 
created as 
a way for 
the AFCA® 
and AFCF® 
to honor a 
d e s e r v i n g 
high school 
f o o t b a l l 
coach. Lun-
deen was up 
for the award along with 
four other coaches from 
around the country — Jim 
Kelliher, Abington (Mass.) 
H.S.; Rodney Saulsberry 
Sr., Whitehaven (Tenn.) 
H.S.; John King, Longview 
(Tex.) H.S.; and Todd 
Sloat, Fall River (Calif.) 
H.S. 

Lundeen becomes just 
the third Minnesotan coach 
to win the award who in-
clude Ron Stolski of Brain-
erd (2005) and Dave Nelson 
of Minnetonka (2019.)

Coaches who receive 
this award are recognized 

for their impact 
on their team, as 
well as the legacy 
they leave with 

the school and surround-
ing community. This award 
is not based on wins and 
losses; however, it should 
be noted that coaches of 
powerful influence have 
longevity and success. This 
is the first AFCA award 
specifically designed to 
honor a high school coach.

 “My story 
is that for 53 
years, I have 
chosen to do 
s o m e t h i n g 
I truly love, 
coach football,” 
Lundeen said. 
“As a coach, I 
strive to make 
a difference by 
guiding young 
men to be bet-
ter students and 
role models as 
well as better 
husbands, fa-
thers, and com-

munity members once they 
leave our program.”

 Lundeen started the 
Becker High School foot-
ball team in 1970 and has 
never left. In his 53 years 
as head coach, Lundeen has 
amassed an overall record 
of 390-166-3 with three 
state championships, 19 

section titles and 24 con-
ference championships. He 
has also been the head track 
coach, head golf coach, as-
sistant varsity basketball 
coach and assistant girls’ 
lacrosse coach while at 
Becker.

 Lundeen has served 
as president, and on the 
executive committee, of 
the Minnesota Football 
Coaches Association 
(MFCA), the Minne-
sota Interscholastic Ac-
tivities Administrators 
Association, and the Min-
nesota State High School 
League. He has served as 
the High School Liaison 
to the Minnesota Vikings 
for the MFCA and been 
a member of the 
Vikings High 
School All-
Star Team 
S e l e c t i o n 
Committee and 

By Bill Morgan, Editor, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

“As a coach, I 
strive to make a 

difference by guid-
ing young men to be 
better students and 

role models as well as 
better husbands, fa-

thers, and community 
members once they 
leave our program.”

—Lundeen

LUNDEEN 
to page 10

LUNDEEN WINS NATIONAL AWARD

When Damar Hamlin 
of the Buffalo Bills col-
lapsed on the field a couple 
Mondays ago and the an-
nouncers solemnly stated 
they were performing CPR 
on the young man — I hon-
estly can say I thought I had 
witnessed his death on live 
TV.

In a way, we all did 
because technically he was 
dead after suffering cardiac 
arrest following what ap-
peared to be a routine tackle 
early in the game.

I admit I cried as I 
watched the tears flowing 
down Stefon Diggs’ face 
as he clutched his shoulder 
pads in horror. Siran Neal, 
another teammate, pulled 
away from the grouping and 
fell to his knees while an-
other teammate wrapped his 
arms around him. Huge line-
men whose girth and mass 
create menacing brutes, 
were maligned to the turf 
on all fours with their heads 
buried in their hands.

The cutaways from the 
stadium to the TV studio 
were agonizing as well  as 
none of the announcers felt 
compelled to comment on 
what they were witnessing. 
Bouts of silence filled the 
airways and it felt as if time 
was standing still.

I began praying to God 
for the life of that 24-year-

old Bills player as soon as 
that ambulance entered the 
stadium. I had hoped one of 
the announcers would have 
the guts to dismiss protocol 
and commit to a prayer. I did 
find out later that an ESPN 
analyst named Dan Or-
lovsky did just that on live 
TV — something I thought 
I’d never see from that net-
work. Amazing. Chilling.

As the ambulance fi-
nally secured Hamlin’s 
compromised body from 
the scene after several in-
sufferable minutes, the 
cameras turned towards 
a large huddle of Buffalo 
Bills players, coaches, 
trainers and others as they 
collectively started praying 
for their fallen teammate 
while on their knees. Imag-
ine that scene for a moment. 

Pray for Damar

By Bill Morgan, 
Editor/Writer

PRAY to page 10

Big Lake Schools is 
teaming up with Central 
Minnesota Mental Health 
Center (CMMHC) for a 

family-friendly “Parenting 
in 2023” event on January 
30 at Independence Ele-
mentary STEM from 5:30 
p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

This event has some-
thing for the whole fam-
ily. Parents will learn new 
tips and techniques to 
enhance parenting skills 
through a presentation by 
Steven Loos, Psy. D, LP 
(Chief Clinical Officer at 
CMMHC). Kids will have 
fun and take part in super-

vised activities. A FREE 
family dinner will also be 
provided.

Registration is re-
quired. Go to 
w w w . b i g l a k e -
schools.org for 
the link. Space is 

limited, don’t wait to regis-
ter! 

Steven Loos works as a 
Director, Outpatient Mental 
Health Services at Central 
Minnesota Mental Health 
Center, which is a Hospitals 
& Physicians Clinics com-
pany with an estimated 226 
employees; and founded in 
1959. Loos graduated from 
University of St. Thomas 
after receiving a Bachelor’s 
Degree from St. John’s 
University.

DR. STEVEN LOOS, PSY., 
D.,LP AND CHIEF CLINICAL OF-
FICER AT CMMHC is the guest 
speaker at the January 30 
event in Big Lake. (Submitted 
Photo).

Parenting event coming January 30

By Bill Morgan, Editor, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

BOOK SIGNING AT PALMER 
HOUSE. Liz Collins, multi-Emmy 
winning investigative reporter 
and television anchor, was on 
hand at Palmer House Saturday, 
January 7th, for a book signing 
and meet and greet promoting 
her #1 book “They’re Lying”. Liz 
was formerly a familiar face 
on the news in the Twin Cities. 
Liz is married to Bob Kroll, for-
mer Minneapolis police union 
chief. Palmer House owner Paul 
Braun, award winning author 
Liz Collins, Palmer House owner 
Barbara Keenan and Bob Kroll. 
(Submitted photo.)
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• BECKER
Grace Lutheran Church (LCMS)
Pastor: David M. Johnson, 763-262-7782, 
11185 27th Ave SE. Services: Sun. 
Worship 9am • www.gracebecker.org.
Becker Baptist Church
Pastor: Nathan Bucher, 763-261-4202, 
11951 Hancock St. Services: Sun. 
Worship/Children 10:30am 
•  www.beckerbaptist.org. 
Becker Evangelical Free Church
Pastor: Gerald Deppa, 763-261-4125, 
Becker High School, Office: 11373 150th 
Ave SE. Services: Sun. Worship/
Teaching/Fellowship 10am 
• www.beckerfreechurch.org.
Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 
12100 Sherburne Ave. Services: Sat. 
Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8:30am & 
10:30am. Masses held 1st, 3rd & 5th Sun-
days of the month. (Masses held on 2nd & 
4th Sundays in Big Lake) 
• www.maryofthevisitation.com.
Faith (Becker) Lutheran 
Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Yolanda Denson-Byers & Vicar 
Molly Wills, 763-261-5751, 11755 Sher-
burne Ave. Services: Sun. 
Worship 9:30am (Holy Communion on 
the 1st & 3rd Sundays) 
• www.faithlutheran-becker.org.
Oakwood Community 
Church Assemblies of God
Pastor: Gerry Bass, 763-220-6004, 13140 
1st St (SW Corner of Becker Furniture 
World). Services: Sun. Worship 10am. 
• www.oakwoodccbecker.org.
Snake River Free Church
Pastor: Steve Johnston, 612-219-8648, 
180th St SE. Services: Sun. Worship/Sun. 
School 10:30am. • sites.google.com/view/
snakeriverchurch/home 
Becker Christian Center 
& Abundant Grace Church
Pastor: Ken Hanson, 763-262-2177, 
15455 59th St SE. Services: Sun. Praise & 
Worship 9:30am • beckerchristiancenter.
org/becker-christian-center-church.
Beacon House of Prayer
Pastors: Brian & Linda Holmes, 763-
263-3771, 12264 Pleasant Ave. Services: 
Thurs. Worship 6:30pm. • http://mnhou-
seofprayer.org.
Free Grace United
Pastor: Kevin Wilson, 763-245-0001, 
13150 First Street, Becker (enter through 
Becker Spine door). Services: Wed. Wor-
ship 6:30pm.  https://freegrace.tv/loca-
tions/becker.

• BIG LAKE
Acts Seventh-Day 
Adventists Community Church
Pastor: Bill Nixon, 763-263-2287, 20455 
187th Ave NW. Services: Sat. Worship 
9am • https://actsmn.adventistchurch.org.
Bethany Bible Church
763-263-2167, 511 Eagle Lake Road. 
Services: Sun. Worship 10am. 
• www.bethanybiblemn.com.
Bridgeview Assembly of God
Pastor: Steve Royalty, 763-263-6274, 
20500 County Road 11. Services: Sun. 
Worship 9am & 10:45am 
• https://bridgeviewchurch.org
SVEA Hill Covenant Church
Pastor: Don Bellach, 763-263-6322, 
16392 235th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am. 
• https://www.sveahill.org
Cornerstone Baptist Church
Pastor: Gordon Langdon, 763-263-7878, 
15300 County Road 35. • www.facebook.
com/cornerstonebaptistchurchmn.
Hope Lutheran Church 
(ELCA) in Orrock
763-262-0028. 
• www.hopeintherefuge.weebly.com.
IFLESIA AMOR VIVIENTE 
Living Love Church
Pastores: Juan & Patricia Aguayo, 763-
607-5403, 21 Lake St N. Services: Sat. 
6pm. • https://www.facebook.com/amor-
vivientemn.
Lord of Glory Lutheran Church
Pastor: Marty Mably, 763-263-3090, 
15550 190th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
8am & 10:30am. 
• www.lordofglorylutheran.org/home
Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 
12100 Sherburne Ave. Services: Sat. 
Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8:30am & 
10:30am. Masses held 1st, 3rd & 5th 
Sundays of the month. (Masses held 
on 2nd & 4th Sundays in Big Lake) 
• www.maryofthevisitation.com.
Riverside Church
763-263-2410, 20314 County Road 
14. Services: Sun 8:45am, 10:30am & 
12:05pm. • www.myrc.church.
Saron Lutheran Church
Pastor: Kyle Sidlo, 763-263-2209, 311 
Lake St. S. Services: Sun. Worship 
9:30am, indoors or livestream. 
• www.saron.org.

Spirit Life Church
763-262-LIFE, 221 Lake St N. Services 
Sun. mornings 9:45am. 
• www.spiritlifechurchmn.org.

• SANTIAGO
South Santiago 
Lutheran Church ELCA
Pastor: Allison Peterson, 763-662-2048, 
14675 37th St. Services: Sun. 8am. and 
10 am. • www.sslcmn.org
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church E.L.S. 
& Princeton Evangelical School
Pastor: Timothy Zenda, 763-662-2570, 
18977 17th St. Services: Sun. Divine 
Worship 9am. 
• https://oursaviorsprinceton.com
Glendorado Lutheran (ELCA)
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
(ELCA)
Pastor: Shari Routh, 920-573-0193, 1100 
186th Ave NE. Services: Sun Good 
Shepherd 9am, Sun. Glendorado 
10:30am. • www.godsgreaterglory.org
Gethsemane Church 
(ELCA) – Ronneby
Pastor: Barbara Peterson, 320-983-5002, 
14478 78th St. NE. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am. • www.facebook.com/pro-
file.php?id=10006901611334.
Glendorado Evangelical 
Country Church
Interim Pastor, 763-662-2244, 16999 
Glendorado Road NE. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10:30am. • https://m.facebook.
com/Glendorado-Evangelical-Coun-
try-Church-734989370230509.

• CLEAR LAKE
Living Waters Church
320-699-0876, 7830 Church St. Services: 
Sun. Worship 10am. • https://www.face-
book.com/livingwaters.us.
Trinity Lutheran Church
Missouri Synod
Pastor: Josh Reber, 320-743-2919, 8641 
Main Ave. Services: Sun. Worship 
8:45am.  • www.trinityclearlake.org/
index.html.
SHED Church - 
Non-Denomination in Palmer
Pastor: Lay Minster Leader, 320-241-
0123, Palmer Town Hall, 4180 105th 
Ave. Services: Sun. 5pm. • www.shed-
church.org.
St. Marcus Catholic Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-743-
2481, 8701 Main Ave. Services: Mon.  
& Wed. Mass 8am, Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. 
8am. • www.churchofstmarcus.org.

• DUELM
St. Lawrence Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-968-
7502, 10915 Duelm Road NE. Services: 
Sun. Mass 10am, Tues. Mass 8am. 
• www.stlawrencechurchofduelm.com.

• CLEARWATER
Clearwater United Methodist Church
Pastor: Alison Hendley, 320-558-2581, 
405 Main St. Services: Sun. Worship 
9:30am. • www.clearwaterumcmn.org
Freedom Bible Baptist Church
320-434-347, 605 Lime St. (Old Clearwa-
ter Post Office). Services: Sun. . Worship 
10:45am. 
• www.freedombiblebaptist.com.
Rejoice Lutheran Church – ELCA
Pastor: Jim Bump, 320-558-6851, 1155 
County Road 75. Services: Sun. Worship 
9:30am. Livestream worship at Rejoice’s 
Youtube Channel, https://www.youtube.
com/channel/UCsJGuBda4orT9TWYii-
5wmGw 
• www.rejoicelutheranchurch.org
Church of St. Luke
Father: Dennis Backer, 320-558-2124, 
17545 Huber Ave NW. Services: Sat. 
Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8am & 10am, 
Weekday Mass Tues.-Fri. 8am/Sat. 9am. 
• https://www.facebook.com/ChurchOf-
StLukes.
Tri-County Alliance Church
Pastor: David Fogal, 320-558-2750, 8464 
160th St NW. Services: Sun. Worship 
10:30am. • http://tcachurch.com.

• SILVER CREEK
Immanuel Lutheran Church
Pastor: Ken Tatkenhorst, 763-878-2820, 
11390 Elliot Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
Worship 9am • https://immanuel-luther-
an-church-of-silver-creek.business.site.
Silver Creek Community Church
Pastor: Zach Pryor, 320-963-3957, 4282 
114th St NW. Services: Sun. Worship 
9am • https://silvercreekcommunity-
church.net.

• SAINT CLOUD
Faith Lutheran Church
Pastor: Joshua Reber, 320-252-3315, 
3000 County Road SE. Worship: Sun. 
10:15am. • www.faithstcloud.org.

Church 
Directory

Interested in sponsoring an ad for 
this section? Call our sales team at 

763.275.0275 to get your ad placed here!
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TO THE EDITOR:
Open Forum Moved? At the 
first Sherburne Co. Commis-
sioners meeting of the year 
one of their first acts, upon 
recommendation from Co. 
Adm. Bruce Messelt, was 
moving the Open Forum 
portion of the meetings out 
of the meeting proper to in-
stead be held a 1/2 hr. prior 
to calling the meeting to 
order. The stated reason was 
because Open Forum results 
in an, “interruptions of the 

business flow”, and that the 
move will allow for 15 mins 
of Open Forum and then 15 
mins for the filling of coffee 
cups before resuming the 
meeting. What this change 
actually does, besides mak-
ing the meeting longer, is 
stifle public input/discussion.  
This I bet will also provide 
the excuse to not even video 
tape the Open Forum presen-
tations and post online along 
with the rest of their meeting, 
removing the ability of the 

public not present, the oppor-
tunity to hear citizens’ con-
cerns.  If Open Forum is to be 
moved, it should be moved 
to prior to Consent Agenda 
(CA), instead of after the CA, 
so that any citizen concerns 
over a CA items can be heard 
before the CA is voted on. 
It appears that the past years 
Open Forum contributors 
have struck a nerve.
Bret R. Collier
Big Lake, MN

TO THE EDITOR:
I wish to say “Thank you” 
to the county snow plow 
that does our snow plowing 
on Co. Rd. 4 and 97th St. 
You deserve a great deal of 
praise. You are out there day 
and night. Our road is always 
good! All I can say is we ap-
preciate you! Thanks again,
Arlene Blad
Becker Twp., MN

Letters To The Editor

16455 122nd St Becker MN 55308
763-263-9471

763-262-1454
Becker, MN

763-452-2500
Big Lake, MN

320-743-2204
Clear Lake, MN

FUNERAL HOME • CREMATION SERVICES

www.williamsdingmann.com

FAMILY FUNERAL HOMES

SPONSORED BY:

8852 Cty Rd 23
Becker, MN 

Phone:
763.261.5656

Ralph du Monceaux, Owner
Free Loaners ~ Free Estimates 

~ Honest Work

763-261-5656
Ralph’s

Auto Body

• BECKER
Grace Lutheran Church (LCMS)
Pastor: David M. Johnson, 763-262-7782, 11185 27th Ave SE. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am, Sun. School 10:30am, Wed. J.U.M.P. 6pm.
Becker Baptist Church
Pastors: Nathan Bucher (Senior), Kevin Drehmel (Youth) & Amy Drehmel 
(Dir. of Child/Fam. Ministry), 763-261-4202, 11951 Hancock St. Services: 
Sun. Worship/Children 10:30am. During the school year: AWANA for 
Kids/Sun. School 9:15am. Midweek Connect for Kids 6:30pm. Please reg-
ister Kids on our webite. Youth Group: Wed. 6:30pm. www.beckerbaptist.
org. 
Becker Evangelical Free Church
Pastors: Gerald Deppa (Interim Senior), Chris Salvevold (Youth), 763-261-
4125, Becker High School, Office: 11373 150th Ave SE. Services: Sun. 
Worship/Teaching/Fellowship 10am.
Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 12100 Sherburne Ave. Services: Sat. 
Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8:30am & 10:30am. Masses held 1st, 3rd & 5th Sun-
days of the month. (Masses held on 2nd & 4th Sundays in Big Lake).
Faith (Becker) Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Yolanda Denson-Byers & Vicar Molly Wills, 763-261-5751, 11755 
Sherburne Ave. Services: Sun. Worship 9:30am (Holy Communion on the 
1st & 3rd Sundays) Nursery available. Sun. school 9:55am, Refreshments 
& fellowship at 10:30am, Wed. programs: 6:00pm Wed. Worship, 6:30pm 
7th – 9th grade confirmation, 7:30pm Youth Group 1st & 3rd Wed. Bible 
Studies: Tues. 9:00am www.faithlutheran-becker.org.
Oakwood Community Church Assemblies of God
Pastors: Gerry Bass & Sarah, 763-220-6004, 13140 1st St (SW Corner of 
Becker Furniture World). Services: Sun. Bible Study/Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Snake River Free Church
Pastor: Steve Johnston, 612-219-8648, 180th St SE. Services: Sun. Worship/
Sun. School 10:30am., Hymn Sing is second Sun. of every month.
Becker Christian Center & Abundant Grace Church
Pastor: Ken Hanson, 763-262-2177, 15455 59th St SE. Services: Sun. Praise 
& Worship 9:30am, Wed. Family Fellowship 7pm.
Beacon House of Prayer
Pastors: Brian & Linda Holmes, 763-263-3771, 12264 Pleasant Ave. Ser-
vices: Thurs. Worship 6:30pm.
Free Grace United
Pastor: Kevin Wilson, 763-245-0001, Becker High School, 12000 Hancock 
St, Enter door 11. Services: Wed. Worship 6:30pm.

• BIG LAKE
Acts Seventh-Day Adventists Community Church
Pastor: Bill Nixon, 763-263-2287, 20455 187th Ave NW. Services: Sat. 
Worship 9am, Sat. Sabbath School 10:15am.
Bethany Bible Church
763-263-2167, 511 Eagle Lake Road. Services: Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Bridgeview Assembly of God
Pastor: Steve Royalty, 763-263-6274, 20500 County Road 11. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am & 10:45am, Wed. groups (kids/youth/adults) 6:30pm.
SVEA Hill Covenant Church
Pastor: Don Bellach, 763-263-6322, 16392 235th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Cornerstone Baptist Church
Pastor: Gordon Langdon, 763-263-7878, 15300 County Road 35. 
Hope Lutheran Church (ELCA) in Orrock
763-262-0028. www.hopeintherefuge.weebly.com.
IFLESIA AMOR VIVIENTE Living Love Church
Pastores: Juan & Patricia Aguayo, 763-607-5403, 21 Lake St N. Services: 
Sat. 6pm.
Lord of Glory Lutheran Church
Pastor: Marty Mably, 763-263-3090, 15550 190th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
8am & 10:30am.
Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 440 Lake St N. Services: Sat. Mass 
5pm; Sun. 8:30am & 10:30am. Masses held on 2nd & 4th Sundays of the 
month (Masses held on 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays in Becker).
Riverside Church
Online: www.myrc.church, 763-263-2410, 20314 County Road 14. Ser-
vices: Sun 8:45am, 10:30am & 12:05pm.
Saron Lutheran Church
Pastor: Kyle Sidlo, 763-263-2209, 311 Lake St. S. Services: Sun. Worship 

9:30am, indoors or livestream.
Spirit Life Church
763-262-LIFE, 221 Lake St N. Services Sun. mornings 9:45am. Going 
Deeper Sun. 9am. Prophetic Praayer Wed. 7pm.

• SANTIAGO
South Santiago Lutheran Church ELCA
Pastor: Allison Peterson, 763-662-2048, 14675 37th St. Services: Sun. 8am. 
and 10 am, Sun. School 9am.
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church E.L.S. & Princeton Evangelical School
Pastor: Timothy Zenda, 763-662-2570, 18977 17th St. Services: Sun. 
School/Bible Class 10:30am, Divine Worship 9am.
Glendorado Lutheran (ELCA)
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Shari Routh, 920-573-0193, 1100 186th Ave NE. Services: Sun 
Good Shepherd 9am, Sun. Glendorado 10:30am.
Gethsemane Church (ELCA) – Ronneby
Pastor: Barbara Peterson, 320-983-5002, 14478 78th St. NE. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Glendorado Evangelical Country Church
Pastor: Sam Alfano, 763-662-2244, 16999 Glendorado Road NE. Services: 
Sun. School 9:30am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.
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Faith (Becker) Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Yolanda Denson-Byers & Vicar Molly Wills, 763-261-5751, 11755 
Sherburne Ave. Services: Sun. Worship 9:30am (Holy Communion on the 
1st & 3rd Sundays) Nursery available. Sun. school 9:55am, Refreshments 
& fellowship at 10:30am, Wed. programs: 6:00pm Wed. Worship, 6:30pm 
7th – 9th grade confirmation, 7:30pm Youth Group 1st & 3rd Wed. Bible 
Studies: Tues. 9:00am www.faithlutheran-becker.org.
Oakwood Community Church Assemblies of God
Pastors: Gerry Bass & Sarah, 763-220-6004, 13140 1st St (SW Corner of 
Becker Furniture World). Services: Sun. Bible Study/Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Snake River Free Church
Pastor: Steve Johnston, 612-219-8648, 180th St SE. Services: Sun. Worship/
Sun. School 10:30am., Hymn Sing is second Sun. of every month.
Becker Christian Center & Abundant Grace Church
Pastor: Ken Hanson, 763-262-2177, 15455 59th St SE. Services: Sun. Praise 
& Worship 9:30am, Wed. Family Fellowship 7pm.
Beacon House of Prayer
Pastors: Brian & Linda Holmes, 763-263-3771, 12264 Pleasant Ave. Ser-
vices: Thurs. Worship 6:30pm.
Free Grace United
Pastor: Kevin Wilson, 763-245-0001, Becker High School, 12000 Hancock 
St, Enter door 11. Services: Wed. Worship 6:30pm.

• BIG LAKE
Acts Seventh-Day Adventists Community Church
Pastor: Bill Nixon, 763-263-2287, 20455 187th Ave NW. Services: Sat. 
Worship 9am, Sat. Sabbath School 10:15am.
Bethany Bible Church
763-263-2167, 511 Eagle Lake Road. Services: Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Bridgeview Assembly of God
Pastor: Steve Royalty, 763-263-6274, 20500 County Road 11. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am & 10:45am, Wed. groups (kids/youth/adults) 6:30pm.
SVEA Hill Covenant Church
Pastor: Don Bellach, 763-263-6322, 16392 235th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Cornerstone Baptist Church
Pastor: Gordon Langdon, 763-263-7878, 15300 County Road 35. 
Hope Lutheran Church (ELCA) in Orrock
763-262-0028. www.hopeintherefuge.weebly.com.
IFLESIA AMOR VIVIENTE Living Love Church
Pastores: Juan & Patricia Aguayo, 763-607-5403, 21 Lake St N. Services: 
Sat. 6pm.
Lord of Glory Lutheran Church
Pastor: Marty Mably, 763-263-3090, 15550 190th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
8am & 10:30am.
Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 440 Lake St N. Services: Sat. Mass 
5pm; Sun. 8:30am & 10:30am. Masses held on 2nd & 4th Sundays of the 
month (Masses held on 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays in Becker).
Riverside Church
Online: www.myrc.church, 763-263-2410, 20314 County Road 14. Ser-
vices: Sun 8:45am, 10:30am & 12:05pm.
Saron Lutheran Church
Pastor: Kyle Sidlo, 763-263-2209, 311 Lake St. S. Services: Sun. Worship 

9:30am, indoors or livestream.
Spirit Life Church
763-262-LIFE, 221 Lake St N. Services Sun. mornings 9:45am. Going 
Deeper Sun. 9am. Prophetic Praayer Wed. 7pm.

• SANTIAGO
South Santiago Lutheran Church ELCA
Pastor: Allison Peterson, 763-662-2048, 14675 37th St. Services: Sun. 8am. 
and 10 am, Sun. School 9am.
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church E.L.S. & Princeton Evangelical School
Pastor: Timothy Zenda, 763-662-2570, 18977 17th St. Services: Sun. 
School/Bible Class 10:30am, Divine Worship 9am.
Glendorado Lutheran (ELCA)
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Shari Routh, 920-573-0193, 1100 186th Ave NE. Services: Sun 
Good Shepherd 9am, Sun. Glendorado 10:30am.
Gethsemane Church (ELCA) – Ronneby
Pastor: Barbara Peterson, 320-983-5002, 14478 78th St. NE. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Glendorado Evangelical Country Church
Pastor: Sam Alfano, 763-662-2244, 16999 Glendorado Road NE. Services: 
Sun. School 9:30am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• CLEAR LAKE
Living Waters Church
320-699-0876, 7830 Church St. Services: Sun. Worship 10am, Starting in 
Sept. Wed. night Ladies in Recovery study at 6:30pm.
Trinity Lutheran Church Missouri Synod
Pastor: Josh Reber, 320-743-2919, 8641 Main Ave. Services: Sun. Worship 
8:45am, Sun. School 9:45am.
SHED Church - Non-Denomination in Palmer
Pastor: TBD, 320-241-0123, Palmer Town Hall, 4180 105th Ave. Services: 
Sun. 5pm. www.shedchurch.org.
St. Marcus Catholic Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-743-2481, 8701 Main Ave. Services: Mon.  
& Wed. Mass 8am, Sat. Confessions 4:15pm, Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. 8am.

• DUELM
St. Lawrence Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-968-7502, 10915 Duelm Road NE. Ser-
vices: Sun. Mass 10am, Tues. Mass 8am.

• CLEARWATER
Clearwater United Methodist Church
Pastor: Alison Hendley, 320-558-2581, 405 Main St. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9:30am.
Freedom Bible Baptist Church
320-434-347, 605 Lime St. (Old Clearwater Post Office). Services: Sun. 
Prayer 9am, Sun. School 9:30am, Sun. Worship 10:45am.
Rejoice Lutheran Church – ELCA
Pastor: Jim Bump, 320-558-6851, 1155 County Road 75.  
Services: Sun. School that begins in Worship 9:30am.  
Livestream worship at Rejoice’s Youtube Channel,  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsJGuBda4orT9TWYii5wmGw
Church of St. Luke
Father: Dennis Backer, 320-558-2124, 17545 Huber Ave NW. Services: 
Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8am & 10am, Weekday Mass Tues.-Fri. 8am/
Sat. 9am.
Tri-County Alliance Church
Pastor: David Fogal, 320-558-2750, 8464 160th St NW. Services: Sun. 
School 9am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• SILVER CREEK
Immanuel Lutheran Church
Pastor: Ken Tatkenhorst, 763-878-2820, 11390 Elliot Ave NW. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am
Silver Creek Community Church
Pastor: Zach Pryor, 320-963-3957, 4282 114th St NW. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9am, Sun. Fellowship 10am, Sun. School 10:30am. 

• SAINT CLOUD
Faith Lutheran Church
Pastor: Joshua Reber, 320-252-3315, 3000 County Road SE. Worship: Sun. 
10:15am.
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• BECKER
Grace Lutheran Church (LCMS)
Pastor: David M. Johnson, 763-262-7782, 11185 27th Ave SE. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am, Sun. School 10:30am, Wed. J.U.M.P. 6pm.
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Pastors: Nathan Bucher (Senior), Kevin Drehmel (Youth) & Amy Drehmel 
(Dir. of Child/Fam. Ministry), 763-261-4202, 11951 Hancock St. Services: 
Sun. Worship/Children 10:30am. During the school year: AWANA for 
Kids/Sun. School 9:15am. Midweek Connect for Kids 6:30pm. Please reg-
ister Kids on our webite. Youth Group: Wed. 6:30pm. www.beckerbaptist.
org. 
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Pastors: Gerald Deppa (Interim Senior), Chris Salvevold (Youth), 763-261-
4125, Becker High School, Office: 11373 150th Ave SE. Services: Sun. 
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Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8:30am & 10:30am. Masses held 1st, 3rd & 5th Sun-
days of the month. (Masses held on 2nd & 4th Sundays in Big Lake).
Faith (Becker) Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Yolanda Denson-Byers & Vicar Molly Wills, 763-261-5751, 11755 
Sherburne Ave. Services: Sun. Worship 9:30am (Holy Communion on the 
1st & 3rd Sundays) Nursery available. Sun. school 9:55am, Refreshments 
& fellowship at 10:30am, Wed. programs: 6:00pm Wed. Worship, 6:30pm 
7th – 9th grade confirmation, 7:30pm Youth Group 1st & 3rd Wed. Bible 
Studies: Tues. 9:00am www.faithlutheran-becker.org.
Oakwood Community Church Assemblies of God
Pastors: Gerry Bass & Sarah, 763-220-6004, 13140 1st St (SW Corner of 
Becker Furniture World). Services: Sun. Bible Study/Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
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Becker Christian Center & Abundant Grace Church
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Pastor: Kevin Wilson, 763-245-0001, Becker High School, 12000 Hancock 
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Pastor: Don Bellach, 763-263-6322, 16392 235th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
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Pastor: Gordon Langdon, 763-263-7878, 15300 County Road 35. 
Hope Lutheran Church (ELCA) in Orrock
763-262-0028. www.hopeintherefuge.weebly.com.
IFLESIA AMOR VIVIENTE Living Love Church
Pastores: Juan & Patricia Aguayo, 763-607-5403, 21 Lake St N. Services: 
Sat. 6pm.
Lord of Glory Lutheran Church
Pastor: Marty Mably, 763-263-3090, 15550 190th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
8am & 10:30am.
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5pm; Sun. 8:30am & 10:30am. Masses held on 2nd & 4th Sundays of the 
month (Masses held on 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays in Becker).
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Online: www.myrc.church, 763-263-2410, 20314 County Road 14. Ser-
vices: Sun 8:45am, 10:30am & 12:05pm.
Saron Lutheran Church
Pastor: Kyle Sidlo, 763-263-2209, 311 Lake St. S. Services: Sun. Worship 

9:30am, indoors or livestream.
Spirit Life Church
763-262-LIFE, 221 Lake St N. Services Sun. mornings 9:45am. Going 
Deeper Sun. 9am. Prophetic Praayer Wed. 7pm.

• SANTIAGO
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Pastor: Timothy Zenda, 763-662-2570, 18977 17th St. Services: Sun. 
School/Bible Class 10:30am, Divine Worship 9am.
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Good Shepherd Lutheran Church (ELCA)
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• CLEAR LAKE
Living Waters Church
320-699-0876, 7830 Church St. Services: Sun. Worship 10am, Starting in 
Sept. Wed. night Ladies in Recovery study at 6:30pm.
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Bethany Bible Church
763-263-2167, 511 Eagle Lake Road. Services: Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Bridgeview Assembly of God
Pastor: Steve Royalty, 763-263-6274, 20500 County Road 11. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am & 10:45am, Wed. groups (kids/youth/adults) 6:30pm.
SVEA Hill Covenant Church
Pastor: Don Bellach, 763-263-6322, 16392 235th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Cornerstone Baptist Church
Pastor: Gordon Langdon, 763-263-7878, 15300 County Road 35. 
Hope Lutheran Church (ELCA) in Orrock
763-262-0028. www.hopeintherefuge.weebly.com.
IFLESIA AMOR VIVIENTE Living Love Church
Pastores: Juan & Patricia Aguayo, 763-607-5403, 21 Lake St N. Services: 
Sat. 6pm.
Lord of Glory Lutheran Church
Pastor: Marty Mably, 763-263-3090, 15550 190th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
8am & 10:30am.
Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 440 Lake St N. Services: Sat. Mass 
5pm; Sun. 8:30am & 10:30am. Masses held on 2nd & 4th Sundays of the 
month (Masses held on 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays in Becker).
Riverside Church
Online: www.myrc.church, 763-263-2410, 20314 County Road 14. Ser-
vices: Sun 8:45am, 10:30am & 12:05pm.
Saron Lutheran Church
Pastor: Kyle Sidlo, 763-263-2209, 311 Lake St. S. Services: Sun. Worship 

9:30am, indoors or livestream.
Spirit Life Church
763-262-LIFE, 221 Lake St N. Services Sun. mornings 9:45am. Going 
Deeper Sun. 9am. Prophetic Praayer Wed. 7pm.

• SANTIAGO
South Santiago Lutheran Church ELCA
Pastor: Allison Peterson, 763-662-2048, 14675 37th St. Services: Sun. 8am. 
and 10 am, Sun. School 9am.
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church E.L.S. & Princeton Evangelical School
Pastor: Timothy Zenda, 763-662-2570, 18977 17th St. Services: Sun. 
School/Bible Class 10:30am, Divine Worship 9am.
Glendorado Lutheran (ELCA)
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Shari Routh, 920-573-0193, 1100 186th Ave NE. Services: Sun 
Good Shepherd 9am, Sun. Glendorado 10:30am.
Gethsemane Church (ELCA) – Ronneby
Pastor: Barbara Peterson, 320-983-5002, 14478 78th St. NE. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Glendorado Evangelical Country Church
Pastor: Sam Alfano, 763-662-2244, 16999 Glendorado Road NE. Services: 
Sun. School 9:30am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• CLEAR LAKE
Living Waters Church
320-699-0876, 7830 Church St. Services: Sun. Worship 10am, Starting in 
Sept. Wed. night Ladies in Recovery study at 6:30pm.
Trinity Lutheran Church Missouri Synod
Pastor: Josh Reber, 320-743-2919, 8641 Main Ave. Services: Sun. Worship 
8:45am, Sun. School 9:45am.
SHED Church - Non-Denomination in Palmer
Pastor: TBD, 320-241-0123, Palmer Town Hall, 4180 105th Ave. Services: 
Sun. 5pm. www.shedchurch.org.
St. Marcus Catholic Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-743-2481, 8701 Main Ave. Services: Mon.  
& Wed. Mass 8am, Sat. Confessions 4:15pm, Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. 8am.

• DUELM
St. Lawrence Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-968-7502, 10915 Duelm Road NE. Ser-
vices: Sun. Mass 10am, Tues. Mass 8am.

• CLEARWATER
Clearwater United Methodist Church
Pastor: Alison Hendley, 320-558-2581, 405 Main St. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9:30am.
Freedom Bible Baptist Church
320-434-347, 605 Lime St. (Old Clearwater Post Office). Services: Sun. 
Prayer 9am, Sun. School 9:30am, Sun. Worship 10:45am.
Rejoice Lutheran Church – ELCA
Pastor: Jim Bump, 320-558-6851, 1155 County Road 75.  
Services: Sun. School that begins in Worship 9:30am.  
Livestream worship at Rejoice’s Youtube Channel,  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsJGuBda4orT9TWYii5wmGw
Church of St. Luke
Father: Dennis Backer, 320-558-2124, 17545 Huber Ave NW. Services: 
Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8am & 10am, Weekday Mass Tues.-Fri. 8am/
Sat. 9am.
Tri-County Alliance Church
Pastor: David Fogal, 320-558-2750, 8464 160th St NW. Services: Sun. 
School 9am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• SILVER CREEK
Immanuel Lutheran Church
Pastor: Ken Tatkenhorst, 763-878-2820, 11390 Elliot Ave NW. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am
Silver Creek Community Church
Pastor: Zach Pryor, 320-963-3957, 4282 114th St NW. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9am, Sun. Fellowship 10am, Sun. School 10:30am. 

• SAINT CLOUD
Faith Lutheran Church
Pastor: Joshua Reber, 320-252-3315, 3000 County Road SE. Worship: Sun. 
10:15am.
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• BECKER
Grace Lutheran Church (LCMS)
Pastor: David M. Johnson, 763-262-7782, 11185 27th Ave SE. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am, Sun. School 10:30am, Wed. J.U.M.P. 6pm.
Becker Baptist Church
Pastors: Nathan Bucher (Senior), Kevin Drehmel (Youth) & Amy Drehmel 
(Dir. of Child/Fam. Ministry), 763-261-4202, 11951 Hancock St. Services: 
Sun. Worship/Children 10:30am. During the school year: AWANA for 
Kids/Sun. School 9:15am. Midweek Connect for Kids 6:30pm. Please reg-
ister Kids on our webite. Youth Group: Wed. 6:30pm. www.beckerbaptist.
org. 
Becker Evangelical Free Church
Pastors: Gerald Deppa (Interim Senior), Chris Salvevold (Youth), 763-261-
4125, Becker High School, Office: 11373 150th Ave SE. Services: Sun. 
Worship/Teaching/Fellowship 10am.
Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 12100 Sherburne Ave. Services: Sat. 
Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8:30am & 10:30am. Masses held 1st, 3rd & 5th Sun-
days of the month. (Masses held on 2nd & 4th Sundays in Big Lake).
Faith (Becker) Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Yolanda Denson-Byers & Vicar Molly Wills, 763-261-5751, 11755 
Sherburne Ave. Services: Sun. Worship 9:30am (Holy Communion on the 
1st & 3rd Sundays) Nursery available. Sun. school 9:55am, Refreshments 
& fellowship at 10:30am, Wed. programs: 6:00pm Wed. Worship, 6:30pm 
7th – 9th grade confirmation, 7:30pm Youth Group 1st & 3rd Wed. Bible 
Studies: Tues. 9:00am www.faithlutheran-becker.org.
Oakwood Community Church Assemblies of God
Pastors: Gerry Bass & Sarah, 763-220-6004, 13140 1st St (SW Corner of 
Becker Furniture World). Services: Sun. Bible Study/Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Snake River Free Church
Pastor: Steve Johnston, 612-219-8648, 180th St SE. Services: Sun. Worship/
Sun. School 10:30am., Hymn Sing is second Sun. of every month.
Becker Christian Center & Abundant Grace Church
Pastor: Ken Hanson, 763-262-2177, 15455 59th St SE. Services: Sun. Praise 
& Worship 9:30am, Wed. Family Fellowship 7pm.
Beacon House of Prayer
Pastors: Brian & Linda Holmes, 763-263-3771, 12264 Pleasant Ave. Ser-
vices: Thurs. Worship 6:30pm.
Free Grace United
Pastor: Kevin Wilson, 763-245-0001, Becker High School, 12000 Hancock 
St, Enter door 11. Services: Wed. Worship 6:30pm.

• BIG LAKE
Acts Seventh-Day Adventists Community Church
Pastor: Bill Nixon, 763-263-2287, 20455 187th Ave NW. Services: Sat. 
Worship 9am, Sat. Sabbath School 10:15am.
Bethany Bible Church
763-263-2167, 511 Eagle Lake Road. Services: Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Bridgeview Assembly of God
Pastor: Steve Royalty, 763-263-6274, 20500 County Road 11. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am & 10:45am, Wed. groups (kids/youth/adults) 6:30pm.
SVEA Hill Covenant Church
Pastor: Don Bellach, 763-263-6322, 16392 235th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Cornerstone Baptist Church
Pastor: Gordon Langdon, 763-263-7878, 15300 County Road 35. 
Hope Lutheran Church (ELCA) in Orrock
763-262-0028. www.hopeintherefuge.weebly.com.
IFLESIA AMOR VIVIENTE Living Love Church
Pastores: Juan & Patricia Aguayo, 763-607-5403, 21 Lake St N. Services: 
Sat. 6pm.
Lord of Glory Lutheran Church
Pastor: Marty Mably, 763-263-3090, 15550 190th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
8am & 10:30am.
Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 440 Lake St N. Services: Sat. Mass 
5pm; Sun. 8:30am & 10:30am. Masses held on 2nd & 4th Sundays of the 
month (Masses held on 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays in Becker).
Riverside Church
Online: www.myrc.church, 763-263-2410, 20314 County Road 14. Ser-
vices: Sun 8:45am, 10:30am & 12:05pm.
Saron Lutheran Church
Pastor: Kyle Sidlo, 763-263-2209, 311 Lake St. S. Services: Sun. Worship 

9:30am, indoors or livestream.
Spirit Life Church
763-262-LIFE, 221 Lake St N. Services Sun. mornings 9:45am. Going 
Deeper Sun. 9am. Prophetic Praayer Wed. 7pm.

• SANTIAGO
South Santiago Lutheran Church ELCA
Pastor: Allison Peterson, 763-662-2048, 14675 37th St. Services: Sun. 8am. 
and 10 am, Sun. School 9am.
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church E.L.S. & Princeton Evangelical School
Pastor: Timothy Zenda, 763-662-2570, 18977 17th St. Services: Sun. 
School/Bible Class 10:30am, Divine Worship 9am.
Glendorado Lutheran (ELCA)
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Shari Routh, 920-573-0193, 1100 186th Ave NE. Services: Sun 
Good Shepherd 9am, Sun. Glendorado 10:30am.
Gethsemane Church (ELCA) – Ronneby
Pastor: Barbara Peterson, 320-983-5002, 14478 78th St. NE. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Glendorado Evangelical Country Church
Pastor: Sam Alfano, 763-662-2244, 16999 Glendorado Road NE. Services: 
Sun. School 9:30am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• CLEAR LAKE
Living Waters Church
320-699-0876, 7830 Church St. Services: Sun. Worship 10am, Starting in 
Sept. Wed. night Ladies in Recovery study at 6:30pm.
Trinity Lutheran Church Missouri Synod
Pastor: Josh Reber, 320-743-2919, 8641 Main Ave. Services: Sun. Worship 
8:45am, Sun. School 9:45am.
SHED Church - Non-Denomination in Palmer
Pastor: TBD, 320-241-0123, Palmer Town Hall, 4180 105th Ave. Services: 
Sun. 5pm. www.shedchurch.org.
St. Marcus Catholic Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-743-2481, 8701 Main Ave. Services: Mon.  
& Wed. Mass 8am, Sat. Confessions 4:15pm, Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. 8am.

• DUELM
St. Lawrence Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-968-7502, 10915 Duelm Road NE. Ser-
vices: Sun. Mass 10am, Tues. Mass 8am.

• CLEARWATER
Clearwater United Methodist Church
Pastor: Alison Hendley, 320-558-2581, 405 Main St. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9:30am.
Freedom Bible Baptist Church
320-434-347, 605 Lime St. (Old Clearwater Post Office). Services: Sun. 
Prayer 9am, Sun. School 9:30am, Sun. Worship 10:45am.
Rejoice Lutheran Church – ELCA
Pastor: Jim Bump, 320-558-6851, 1155 County Road 75.  
Services: Sun. School that begins in Worship 9:30am.  
Livestream worship at Rejoice’s Youtube Channel,  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsJGuBda4orT9TWYii5wmGw
Church of St. Luke
Father: Dennis Backer, 320-558-2124, 17545 Huber Ave NW. Services: 
Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8am & 10am, Weekday Mass Tues.-Fri. 8am/
Sat. 9am.
Tri-County Alliance Church
Pastor: David Fogal, 320-558-2750, 8464 160th St NW. Services: Sun. 
School 9am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• SILVER CREEK
Immanuel Lutheran Church
Pastor: Ken Tatkenhorst, 763-878-2820, 11390 Elliot Ave NW. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am
Silver Creek Community Church
Pastor: Zach Pryor, 320-963-3957, 4282 114th St NW. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9am, Sun. Fellowship 10am, Sun. School 10:30am. 

• SAINT CLOUD
Faith Lutheran Church
Pastor: Joshua Reber, 320-252-3315, 3000 County Road SE. Worship: Sun. 
10:15am.

RYAN HUBBARD
763-263-8334 

RESIDENTIAL  • COMMERCIAL - AGRICULTURAL

6715 125th Ave - Clear Lake, MN
320.743.2387 • Cell: 320.290.9843

Scott & Tonia Ulsby

KEN GEROUX CONSTRUCTION
C O R P O R A T I O N

Integrity • Excellence
Uncompromising Customer Satisfaction

Lic. #BC002757
Big Lake • 763-263-6878
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(Editor’s Note: The fol-
lowing article was submit-
ted to the Patriot by Chad 
Urdahl of Shane Meke-
land’s team.)

The Minnesota House 
on Monday overwhelm-
ingly passed legislation 
allowing state taxpayers to 
take advantage of numer-
ous tax provisions already 
approved at the federal 
level.

Federal conformity 
is needed in Minnesota to 
ease filing compliance bur-
dens and to help industries 
that were hardest hit from 
pandemic shutdowns – es-
pecially restaurant, hospi-
tality, and entertainment 
industries.

This is one of those 
common-sense bills we 
just needed to take care of 
because it’s the right thing 
to do for Minnesotans.
This will make things eas-
ier during filing season and 
I’m happy we acted early 
in the session. There is a 
whole lot more we need to 
be looking at in terms of 
taxes in light of the state’s 
$8 billion surplus and I 
look forward to discussing 
meaningful relief for Min-
nesota taxpayers.

At least seven federal 
bills have been passed into 
law since Minnesota last 

enacted legislation to match 
congressional changes. Tax 
year 2023 marks five years 
since our state tax code has 
been conformed, which is 
the longest the state has 
been out of conformity in 
decades. Under the bill, tax-
payers have until Dec. 31 to 
file an amended return.

State officials indicate 
approving the bill (H.F. 31) 
by Jan. 13 allows tax soft-
ware to be updated in time 
for the 2023 filing season. 
Language the House passed 
Monday specifies taxpayers 
have until Dec. 31 to file an 
amended return.

With 132-0 passage in 
the House, the bill is now in 
the hands of the Senate and, 
pending that body’s ap-
proval, will be presented to 
the governor for enactment.

House approves bill 
matching state tax 
code with fed

By Rep. 
Shane Mekeland

Winter Survivors
Winter weather has 

been in the news a lot 
lately. In particular, the 
amount of snow blanketing 
many parts of the northern 
states. Where I’m located 
in the upper Midwest, we 
have had over four feet of 
snow along with some bone 
breaking cold temperatures. 
So, the natural question to 
ask is, does the deep snow 
and cold impact wildlife/
nature in a negative or pos-
itive way?

The deep snow rep-
resents an advantage for 
some animals and a distinct 
disadvantage for others. 
Some animals such as rac-
coons, skunks and opos-
sums will spend upwards 
of a month or more held up 
in a protected spot under 
a building or inside a hol-
low tree for the coldest and 
snowiest parts of the winter. 
This is not a hibernation. 
This is self-preserva-
tion and avoiding the 
harshness of winter 
and could be seen 
as a negative.

Some an-
imals such as 
moose enjoy 
winter weather. 
Their long legs 
help them to 
navigate through 
the deep snow 
and food is plenti-
ful. Moose have is-
sues with winter ticks. 
These tiny blood suckers 
can overwhelm a moose in 
winter and deplete them of 
their blood thus weakening 
them in winter. The ex-
tremely cold temperatures 
help to kill off the winter 
ticks and improve the health 
of the individual moose and 
is definitely a positive.

In general, owls do 
very well in cold winters 
and deep snow. In fact, the 
hunting is so good that the 
Great Horned Owls nest at 
this time of year. Yep, you 
read that correctly. Great 
Horned Owls start to nest 
in January and February. 
The female chooses a nest 

site. They don’t build a nest 
but rather take over an ex-
isting nest, such as a red-
tailed hawk or crow nest. 
The female simply moves 
the snow away and settles 
in. Winter is a positive for 
owls.

Of course, small an-
imals such as chipmunks 
and woodchucks are in 

their dens hibernating 
during winter. The process 
of hibernation reduces the 
animals’ heart rates, respi-
ration, and metabolic mo-
tility. Woodchucks don’t 
store food for winter. They 
try to put on enough fat 
in the summer and fall to 
last them all winter. Chip-
munks on the other hand 
have small bodies and can’t 
put on enough fat to last all 
winter so they store large 
amounts of food in their 
den and will wake up every 
three to four weeks to feed 
on their stored food before 

falling back into hiber-
nation. So cold and snow 
really doesn’t affect these 
critters.

A lot of species de-
pend upon deep snow. 
Ruffed grouse will dive 
into a snowdrift to roost 
overnight. The snow acts 
like an insulating blan-
ket. Under the thick snow, 
near the earth’s surface, 
the temperature is around 
32º F., while the outside 
air temperature can be well 
below zero. The greater the 
temperature gradient be-
tween a bird’s body core 
temperature and the outside 
air the more energy it takes 
for the bird to keep warm. 
Energy comes from eating 
food so if they don’t eat 
enough, they will run out of 
energy and die. The blanket 
of snow goes a long way to 
reducing the temperature 
gradient between the bird 
and air temperatures.

Many animals are 
well adapted to snow 

and cold. The snow-
shoe hare for ex-
ample has large 
hind feet that act 
like snowshoes, 
hence their name, 
and during winter 
they grow more 

fur on their feet to 
add more surface 

area which allows 
them to stay on the top 

of the snow. By staying 
on the top of the deep snow 
allows the snowshoe hare to 
reach twigs and other food 
that would normally be out 
of reach with no snow. 

Canada lynx and bob-
cats also do well in winter 
weather. They grow thick 
fur that keeps them warm 
and dry. The long legs of 
the Canada lynx help them 
to get through the deep 
snow. Their feet are huge 
and act like snowshoes. 
Winter is a time of plenty 
for these cats which hunt 
birds and small mammals 
in winter. 

Small birds such as 
Black-capped chickadees 

and American goldfinch 
put on extra layer of fat 
for the winter. Most small 
birds put on about one-third 
more feathers during winter 
months. Like putting on a 
down-feather jacket this 
keeps them warm during 
winter and the extra fat 
fuels their thermoregulating 
system. 

Ex t r eme  win te r 
weather is nothing new for 
wildlife. Nature is always 
seeking a balance so ex-
treme snow and cold is not 
just a negative but is also 
a positive for wildlife. We 
just need to have a better 
understanding of the work-
ings of nature. Until next 
time…

Stan Tekiela is an au-
thor / naturalist and wild-
life photographer who 
travels the U.S. to study 
and capture images of wild-
life. He can be followed on 
www.Instagram.com, www.
Facebook.com and www.
Twitter.com. He can be 
contacted via his website at 
NatureSmart.com

By Naturist 
Stan Tekiela

The Magic is Gone
It’s mind-boggling to me 

how fast technology changes 
and how far it’s advanced. 
We see it everywhere in our 
daily lives and have become 
so immune we just expect it.

Take movies. Growing 
up, the only way I could see 
a movie was by going to the 
theater. How exciting that 
was! Dark theater, buttery 
popcorn smell, previews, and 
finally, the big event. Later 
stumbling out of the theater, 
blinded by brightness, excit-
edly talking about your favor-
ite parts.

Drive-ins were even 
more exciting. Finding a good 
spot to park, speaker in the 
window, waiting impatiently 
for it to get dark so the movie 
could start. Hoping the mos-
quitos wouldn’t be too bad.

The first drive-in movie 
I remember was Bambi. 
My childless uncle decided 
to take a bunch of us to the 
drive-in as a treat. We were so 
excited – a movie (cartoon!), 
popcorn, a favorite uncle, and 
fun cousins, what more could 
you ask for?

Everything was great 
until Bambi’s mom was shot. 
My cousin Sue started bawl-
ing. Loudly. My uncle got 
frustrated and warned her 
we were leaving if she didn’t 
stop. Dismayed, the rest of us 
started yelling at her. She fi-
nally stopped and we stayed 
until the end.

TV became 24-hour-7-
days-a-week with more chan-
nels so you could always find 
a movie you wanted to watch. 
Renting home videos became 
popular, although it was ex-
pensive to purchase the VCR 
players to watch them on. 

Video sections soon 

popped up in every grocery 
store. Scanning the aisles 
picking out movies with my 
kids was a highly anticipated 
weekly event. You could also 
buy your own VHS tapes so 
your favorite movies were 
available whenever you 
wanted to watch them. Then 
VHS became outdated and 
DVDs took their place. They 
quickly evolved into Blu-
rays. 

Cable TV became the 
thing to have – more movies, 
all the time! Then it lost popu-
larity with the introduction of 
streaming services. Today we 
can watch anything, any time.

In less than 50 years 
we’ve gone from movies 
being seen as a special occa-
sion to aimlessly watching 
them 24/7. Watching movies 
is no longer the ‘event’ it used 
to be. 

While my kids can’t 
understand the anticipation 
I felt for Saturday morning 
cartoons, their kids will never 
know the anticipation of 
having to wait to watch any-
thing. Technology has taken 
the magic out of movies, and 
honestly, watching television 
all together. 

By Penny Leuthard
Contributing Writer
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Keller Lake Commons in Big Lake, now an Assisted Living Community 
offering full apartments ranging from 644 to 956 square feet. Cable is included in rents 

for private pay and housing support (formerly known as GRH) renters. Accepting EW and 
CADI. For more information please contact Nicole Gilder, Housing Director at 

763-263-2363 or check us out online at www.kellerlakecommons.com

OAK PARKOAK PARK
CO-OP CREAMERYCO-OP CREAMERY

320.968.7864320.968.7864
16623 Ironwood RD NE, Oak Park, MN
Store hours: M-F 8to5 & Sat 8to12

HUBBARD, HEIMS & PURINA FEEDS Silage bags available

Your local Crystalyx Dealer

See us for wood 
pellets & other 
winter supplies!

Winter Rye Available for $16 a 56-lb. bag

Jim Splinter 
Realtor®

320-980-0560

Ron Sherwood 
Realtor®

763-442-5949

Rick Seagraves 
Realtor®

320-282-5656

Nancy Loidolt 
Realtor®

651-235-3709

Patrick Splinter
Realtor®

612-437-1383

Candice Lehn 
Realtor®

763-744-6124

EDINA REALTY 
ANNANDALE

Located on Main Street, 
64 Oak Ave., S.

OUR GROUP IS READY TO SELL OUR GROUP IS READY TO SELL 
YOUR HOME OR PROPERTYYOUR HOME OR PROPERTY

Lisa Peterson 
Realtor®

320-282-5193

• Waterfront
• Residential
• Acreage
• Hobby Farms

PREMIER 
LISTING 
SPECIALISTS 
FOR...

THE SMOOTHEST SALE FOR 
THE MOST AMOUNT OF MONEY 
REQUIRES A TRIED AND 
PROVEN MARKETING PLAN 
THAT IS CUSTOMIZED FOR 
EACH PROPERTY.

NOW IS THE TIME TO GIVE US A 
CALL TO START STRATEGIZING 
THE SALE OF YOUR PROPERTY 
AFTER THE HOLIDAYS AND 
INTO 2023!

Bright & open 3 BR, 3 Bath Townhome, side by side. More than 2 stories. Southern 
exposure creates a light filled home to enjoy all year round. Let the snow removal and lawn 
maintenance be taken care of. Quick commute to Minnepolis and suburbs. Close to great 
shopping and entertainment venues. Two full baths upstairs & half bath by living area. Large 
family room located off the garage and front entry. Two spaces for entertaining or sharing 
space. Large bathrooms with dual vanities in the primary bath. Plenty of space throughout. 
Workbench stays in the sheetrocked garage. 9505 Scott Circle N, Brooklyn Park, MN, 55443. 
MLS 6319010. Call Nancy Loidolt at 651-235-3709.

$139,900 - Lots & Land - 3.55 acres - 858 Hansack Avenue SE, 
Buffalo, MN 55313 - MLS #6166714. Call Ron Sherwood at 763-442-5949.

During Clear Lake 
Twp’s December meeting, 
Kiel Golly was introduced 
as the township’s new su-
pervisor. At the end of the 
meeting, outgoing Chair-
man and Supervisor Gary 
Gray was recognized for 
his many years of service 
and wished luck with his 
new job as a Sherburne Co. 
Commissioner. 

“We appreciate all 
you’ve done for the town-
ship, and wish you good 
luck with your new job,” 
said Supervisor Bud 
Stimmler. 

Road Report
The board was updated 

on Becker Twp’s 97th St. 
project. The township was 
awarded a grant from the 
state transportation-funded 
local road improvement 
program (LRIP). In order 
to be eligible for the grant, 
they needed Clear Lake 
Twp. to be involved in the 
project; the City of Becker 
is also involved. 

Gary Gray said they 
needed to watch for the 
language in the resolution, 
ensuring it stated that the 
township won’t be on the 
hook if the project ends up 

exceeding the estimate. 
Twp Engineer Ter-

rance Vander Eyk informed 
the board the Highway 10 
task force had met to look 
at their cost options. ‘Low 
Cost Option B’ has the 
most favorable cost benefit 
and the one Eyk believes 
they’ll go with. The plan 
includes 15 intersections, 
some of which would be 

J-hooks. 
A motion 

carried for Eyk 
to write a letter 

stating the township’s posi-
tion on it (they’re opposed 
to the J-hooks) and send to 
all participating parties. 

Arvig is asking for a 
grant from the ‘Border to 
Border’ program that will 
take care of the homes the 
company previously didn’t 
include in their broadband 
plans, including 31 homes 
in Clear Lake Twp. They 
need the township to part-
ner in the grant request with 
$5,000; the township will 
use their ARPA money. 

Other Business
Xcel will be building 

a powerline from Marshall 
to Becker in anticipation 
of the powerplant being 
shut down. Construction 
on Sherco Solar 1 and 2 is 
expected to begin spring 
2023. 

A motion carried to 
enter into an assessment 
service agreement be-
tween the township and the 
county. Cost is four to eight 
dollars per parcel.

The sheriff reported 
128 calls for service in No-
vember, including 64 traffic 
stops, 10 accidents, and one 

residential burglary. Res-
idents were warned that a 
lot of fraud was again being 
reported.

The next Clear Lake 
Twp. meeting will be Jan-
uary 17 at 7 p.m.

OUTGOING CHAIRMAN AND BOARD MEMBER GARY GRAY was rec-
ognized and thanked for his years of service during Clear Lake 
Twp’s December meeting. (Photo by Penny Leuthard).

CL Twp. welcomes Golly, 
says goodbye to Gray

By Penny Leuthard, Contributing Writer
production@patriotnewsmn.com

The agenda for Monday 
night’s Palmer Township 
board meeting looked famil-
iar to attendees, as the issue 

of plowing snow on town-
ship and county roadways 
was again addressed.

As has widely been re-
ported at many township 
meetings across Sherburne 
County and in this news-
paper over the past several 
years, Minnesota Statute 
160.2715 expressly prohibits 
homeowners from plowing 
snow or placing snow onto 
any roadway. This also in-
cludes the roadway right-of-
ways.

The issue is one of 
safety, as many times the 
people plowing their drive-
ways create a road hazard 
for motorists and any snow/
slush that is left behind also 
often leads to ice, drifting 
and sometimes snow “speed 
bumps” for motorists driv-
ing down the roadway. One 
“near miss” was also re-
ported at the meeting where 
a plower operating a four 
wheeler came across the road 
and almost collided with a 
truck.

Chair Mike Ganz noted 
that the township has been 
dealing with the issue for 
years, but it continues to get 
worse. Supervisors Steve 
Demeules and Richard Lar-
son agreed, and as a result, 
the board approved a motion 
to send letters to violators. It 
was noted that the Sherburne 
County Sheriffs Office can 
issue a ticket on the first of-
fense, but the township was 
hoping that with increased 
warnings maybe there would 
be better compliance from 
citizens. 

This issue was certainly 
exacerbated with the copious 
amounts of snowfall in De-
cember.

In a related agenda item, 
the board also discussed 
roadway sight lines that have 

been affected by the snow 
and will be working with 
John Herbst, the township 
contractor, to remove snow-

banks as needed to 
increase visibility.

In yet another 
winter related 

item, the issue of snowmo-
bile trespassing was dis-
cussed and the board has 
been in contact with both the 
DNR Conservation Officer 
in the area, as well as the 
SCSO to address the situa-
tion.

Crosswalks
In a hold over item from 

December, Larson reported 
on his efforts to work with 
Sherburne County to install 
flashing speed lights at both 
ends of town, as well as a 
pair of crosswalks to increase 
the safety for pedestrians. It 
was noted that three different 
bus routes stop in town, in-
cluding from Becker, Foley 
and St. Cloud districts.

Larson reported that he 
is working with Sheriff Joel 
Brott, as well as Sherburne 
County staff on the neces-
sary road studies and traffic 
counts to make the project 
happen. Financing for the 
lights has yet to be decided, 
as well as the final placement 
of the lights.

In Other Business, 
the Board:
• Heard from SCSO 

Commander Ben Zawacki 
about the 92 calls for ser-
vice for December, up from 
72 in 2021 during the same 
period. Traffic stops and se-
curity checks accounted for 
the increase;

• Heard from Fire Chief 
Ron Koren about Decem-
ber’s 22 calls for service 
from the CLFD, of which 
five originated in Palmer, all 
medicals;

• Discussed Feb. 11’s 
Ice Day and the many details 
that will go into the annual 
gathering. Although it is 
not a township sanctioned 
or directed celebration, the 
supervisors expressed their 
confidence in the organizers 

to put on a safe event;
• Approved a contact 

with the Tri-County Humane 
Society to provide stray dog 
boarding;

• Set the date for the an-
nual Board of Equalization 
as April 18th at 9 a.m.;

• Discussed the ski trails 
that are open at Palmer Park;

• Discussed the renewal 
of the lease with the SCSO 
for usage of the office and 
storage area at Palmer Town 
Hall;

• Heard an update on the 
2022 gopher bounty season, 
noting that 2,739 pairs of 
gopher feet were turned in 
for bounty by a total of eight 
trappers. The current rate 
calls for a $3 payment per 
gopher and the trapper with 
the most luck (or skill) this 
year turned in 287 gophers. 
Treasurer Roger Johnson 
reminded everyone that any 
citizen earning more than 
$600 in payments in a year 
will be issued a 1099 for tax 
purposes to ensure that Uncle 
Sam gets their share of the 
catch.

Palmer to enhance enforcement 
of snow plowing statute

By Mark Kolbinger, Contributing Writer
production@patriotnewsmn.com

The City of Becker re-
cently heard that the Google 
data center will no longer be 
joining the Becker Business 
Park as planned. City staff 

learned of Google’s decision 
in early December, right be-
fore Google’s deadline to 
file with the Public Utilities 
Council (PUC). City Ad-
ministrator Greg Lerud said 
Google told city staff that the 
decision had nothing to do 

with the city or the propsed 
deal, but rather was an in-
ternal decision made by the 
company. 

Lerud said the city was 
disappointed by 
Google’s deci-
sion, as the project 
had been a long 
time in the plan-

ning. Furthermore, Becker 
hoped to use Google’s plan 
to attract other businesses 
to fill out the business park. 
Becker has been looking to 
expand its business park in 
light of Xcel Energy’s plan 
to decommission the Sherco 

plants in upcoming years. A 
large name-brand company 
like Google may have made 
the business park seem ap-
pealing to other businesses. 
Becker also secured funding 
from the state to bring city 
infrastructure to the park with 
the understanding that Goo-
gle was interested in moving 
in to the location. 

While the city is disap-
pointed by Google’s decision, 
plans to expand the infrastruc-
ture of the business park will 
continue, as the state funding 
dictates certain deadlines and 
the city is still hoping to at-

tract new businesses. One po-
tential business would be Elk 
River Technologies, which 
is proposing a data center of 
their own. 

Project 2, providing city 
sewer and water on the south 
side of Becker, will be com-
mencing later this year. Proj-
ects 3 and 4 in the business 
park will also start this year 
or in 2024. Lerud that these 
plans were never meant to 
be implemented specifically 
for Google’s sake, but were 
always meant to prepare lots 
for new businesses. 

Although Sherco plants 

1 and 2 are sceduled to be 
decommissioned in the near 
future, Lerud said that would 
also be an opportunity in dis-
guise, as land currently held 
as a buffer between the plants 
and the surrounding area 
could be opened up for new 
businesses to build. 

Economic developer 
Renee Regel said city staff is 
still very much hopeful that 
other businesses will see the 
value in Becker and be at-
tracted to the growing busi-
ness park. 

“Emotion aside, we re-
spect [Google’s] decision,” 

said Regel. “We are keeping 
our eyes out for new oppor-
tunities.” She said she hoped 
that other businesses would 
come to see that things are 
“Better in Becker” as the city 
motto proclaims. Meanwhile, 
Regel is also interested in 
retaining and expanding the 
businesses already calling 
Becker home. 

Lerud noted that the city 
is working on a master plan 
with Xcel Energy for decom-
missioning. The Patriot in-
tends to publish information 
on this plan when it becomes 
available. 

Google scraps plans for data center in Becker

Stella Huso
Celebrates 

her

104104thth

birthday!

By Katherine Cantin, Staff Writer
reporter.katie@patriotnewsmn.com



Employment
City of Clearwater 

Community Development Specialist
The City of Clearwater, MN is seeking applications for 

a Community Development Specialist. This position will 
be responsible for community development functions 

within the city, including planning and zoning, 
economic development, park development and 

community outreach. Please see the city’s website for 
a full job description. Minimum requirements include a 
bachelor’s degree in urban planning or a related field, 
or an equivalent combination of education and work 
experience. The position is 32 hours per week with 
a full benefits package. Starting wage is $28.25/hr, 

DOQ. Offers of employment are contingent upon a full 
background check. Applications can be obtained by 

visiting www.clearwatercity.com or call 320-558-2428. 
Return applications to the City of Clearwater, P.O. Box 9, 

Clearwater, MN 55320 or email to 
asmythe@clearwatercity.com no later than 4:30 p.m. 

on Monday, January 30, 2023. 
City of Clearwater is an EEO/AA employer.

Apply in person, 1 mile east of Becker, 
137th left, 1/8 mile on left. 612-747-0163    

NOW HIRING!
KASOWSKI GROUP

• FT FARM LABOR
• FT EQUIPMENT OPERATOR • FT FARM MECHANIC

FT, PT & On-call Caregivers - All Shifts

Make a difference for 
individuals with 
disabilities as a DSP

Search jobs and apply online at:
sevitahealth.com

Call Rachel for more information: 763-377-2357
SevitaHealth.com

BECKER PUBLIC SCHOOLS HAS AN IMMEDIATE OPENING

For more information and to apply, go to:  
https://www.applitrack.com/becker/onlineapp/

NIGHT CUSTODIAN

Questions?  Contact Rick Kraus, Director of Buildings & Grounds 
at rkraus@isd726.org

 

 

 

 

 

 

Liberty Paper is seeking Production and Maintenance Technicians. 
We are a 100% recycled paper mill located in Becker! Apply online today! 

 

 

 

 
 

 

*Competitive Wages + Overtime + Quarterly Bonuses + Benefits including PTO, Medical, 
Dental, Vision, Life, Disability Insurances, Tuition Assistance & more! 

Visit: Libertydiversified.com/careers/ 

 

 

Production Technicians 

$25.00/hr.  

+ Shift Differential 

PLUS – Hiring Bonus 

   
  

 

Shift Maintenance Technicians 

   $33 - $36/hr. DOQ & Experience 
includes shift premium 

+ Shift Differential 

PLUS – Hiring Bonus 
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THE BECKER
TRANSPORTATION 

DEPARTMENT 
NEEDS YOU!

AM / PM BUS DRIVER
Job Duties:

Safely operate school buses while transporting district students to and from 
school. Conduct daily pre-trips for all type III vehicles for student transportation. 

Ability to clearly communicate and follow directions with district employees, 
students, and parents. Be a team player with the transportation department, and 
the district as a whole. Follow all school district policies as well as federal, state, 

and local laws. This position will be directed by the transportation office staff and 
will assist with routes and any other needs for the school district, as assigned.

Requirements:
Clean driving record. Pass and carry a DOT physical. Class B drivers license, 
endorsements of school bus, passenger and air brake. Experience with CDL 

vehicles is preferred. We are willing to train the right candidate.

Position Details:
This is a 3 hour and 30 minute position, Monday through Friday. Start and end 

times will vary based on the needs of Becker Public Schools, and the route. 
Transportation Employee Agreement is available on our District website. 

Salary: $38.81 per route.

To apply online, go to:  www.becker.k12.mn.us/Human Resources/Employment

Application Process: Applications available at Reach-Up, 350 
Highway 10 S, St. Cloud or apply online at  www.reachupinc.org. 

320-253-8110. Positions open until filled. EOE

Early Childhood Asst. - HS

Career 
Opportunities

350 Hwy 10 S, St. Cloud, MN
320-253-8110

Part time Early Childhood Assistant opening in Big 
Lake.  Responsibilities include assisting the Teach-
er in the classroom. Providing a safe, nurturing 
environment for children, 3 to 5 years old.

BECKER PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS IS HIRING! 

BE A PART OF OUR TEAM!

for information on all our openings, please visit www.becker.k12.mn.us
Questions?  Contact AngelA Oswald @ 763-261-4502, option 3

2022-23 School Year  Substitute Positions:
TEACHERS

NURSES 
FOOD SERVERS/DISHWASHERS 

PARAPROFESSIONALS
BUS AND VAN DRIVERS 

CUSTODIANS

Age 55+ workers needed for PT light 
custodial work at the Fuller Lake & 
Enfield Rest Areas located on 1-94. 

Contact Green View at 
651-639-1913. 

Age 55+ workers 
needed for PT 
light custodial 

work at the 
Fuller Lake & 
Enfield Rest 

Areas located 
on 1-94. 
Contact 

Green View at 
651-639-1913 

www.kniferiver.com 
Knife River is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action employer.  All qualified applicants 
will receive consideration for employment without regard to race, color, religion, sex, 
national origin, disability or protected Veteran status. 

Knife River Central MN division is NOW taking 
applications for the 2023 season:

OPEN POSITIONS INCLUDE:
Truck Drivers (seasonal)

Crusher/Washplant Operator (seasonal)
Laborer/Flagger (seasonal)
Loader Operator (seasonal)

Diesel Technician/Mechanic (year round)
Apply on-line at www.kniferiver.com or in person by May 31, 2023

PT Rural Carriers
Clearwater Post Office is hiring PT Rural 

Carriers with opportunities to grow with the 
company. Starting pay $19.95 an hour and you 

can purchase family health insurance at a better 
than standard price.  You also get vacation pay. 
Must have your own vehicle to deliver the mail 
that you get reimbursed for mileage. Come and 
join a great team at the Clearwater Post Office.   

APPLY AT USPS.COM (Keyword: Clearwater, MN)

contact Nicole at 320-558-2405 if you
have any questions.

During their last meeting of the year, 
Clearwater City Council members approved 
and posted for a new community development 
specialist position which will be shared with 
the EDA. The position is intended to manage 
several areas of new responsibility along with 
other duties absorbed by existing staff. 

Ash Street Apts.

During their November meeting, the 
council approved the site plan and PUD/CUP 
for the upcoming Ash St. apartment complex, 
which the developer is currently calling Clear-
water Residential Estates. 

The Planning Commission had recom-
mended denial, however changes have been 
made to address their concerns. These include 
moving the driveway and trash enclosures 
out of the city easement area and moving the 
trash enclosure inside the building with a ga-
rage attachment. A condition was added to 
the development agreement requiring trees to 
be replaced if moved for maintenance, as the 
landscaping provides required screening under 
city code. 

A parking variance to allow 90 parking 
stalls was also requested and approved for the 
complex. City code requires 2.5 per unit/105 
stalls for the proposed 42 units. 

Lastly, the TIF development agreement 
was approved after changes were made to the 
proposed agreement, including changes to the 
number of units, which resulted in a slight 
increase to the proposed TIF dollar amount. 
There was also a provision added to address 
the city’s request for security to cover storm 
sewer infrastructure costs of the project. 

Code Enforcement
Smythe informed the council that Bryan 

Kelly contacted staff and stated he wanted to 
avoid litigation and come into compliance. 
To date, he has removed several vehicles, ob-
tained a new survey, and applied to complete 
a lot combination. He also stated he would like 
to discuss a possible access easement with the 
city. 

Members discussed the actions taken to 
date but want to make sure the issues ulti-
mately get resolved. A motion carried to pause 
litigation while Kelly works with staff, but to 
require a monthly update until the violations 
are resolved.

Motions Carried

The council approved Resolution 2022-
76 Approving Variance Request – RHL, Inc., 
which asked for approval to erect a sign along 
I-94 that exceeds size limits in City Code. 

Resolution 2022-77 Approving Site Plan 
and Conditional Use Permit – Midco was ap-
proved. Wanting to build an essential services 
structure on a vacant lot next to the laundro-
mat, Midco was requesting a conditional use 
permit as the property is zoned R1-Residen-
tial. 

After discussion, Resolution 2023-83 – 
Approval of 2023 Levy and Budget was ap-
proved. 

Also approved was Resolution 2023-84 – 
Approval of 2023 Step Compensation Scale, 
which adjusts staff wages closer to market 
rates due to inflation, adds new positions, in-
cluding a new staff structure to address a pend-
ing retirement, and adjusts to comply with 
pay equity laws. Staff must obtain ‘meets’ or 
‘exceeds’ expectations on their performance 
review to be eligible for a step increase; all in-
creases are approved by the city council. 

Further motions carried include Ord. 
2023-01 – Approval of 2023 Fee Schedule 
Ordinance, Ord. 2022-10 – Amending Park-
ing After Snowfall Ordinance, and approval 

of the Contract Amendment for Waste Hauler. 
The city’s trash and recycling pick-up date is 
moving to Thursdays beginning in January.

Other Business
Concrete at Veterans Memorial Park has 

been completed; public works staff has built a 
portable warming house for the hockey rink at 
El Dorado Park. 

During public forum a resident ap-
proached the council to inquire about the new 
sewer surcharge. City Administrator Annita 
Smythe explained that it was added by the 
Sewer Authority due to declining revenues as 
a result of low flows caused by the drought 
conditions of the past two years. 

Fire Chief Mike Keller recognized Fire-
fighters Josh Neubert and Jason Lang for re-
ceiving department commendation awards 
related to their recent actions going beyond 
expectations in a life-saving effort.

Outgoing Clearwater City Council 
members Kris Crandall, Wayne Kruchten, 
and woeruweor Lenz were recognized and 
thanked for their service to the city.  

The council met again on January 9, 
which will be covered in a future edition of 
the Patriot. The next Clearwater City Council 
meeting will be February 13 at 7 p.m.

CW City Council approves community development specialist position

By Penny Leuthard, Contributing Writer
production@patriotnewsmn.com
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To be a part of the 
Patriot’s monthly 

coupon section, 
contact your sale 

rep for details!

sales.carol@
patriotnewsmn.com

sales.mary@
patriotnewsmn.com

sales.casey@
patriotnewsmn.com

Shopping local at area 
merchants is key to a 
successful business 
community...Check out 
these great local offers!

TRUEMAN WELTERS
1600 HWY 55 E
BUFFALO, MN 55313
763-682-2200

TRUEMAN WELTERS
1600 HWY 55 E
BUFFALO, MN 55313
763-682-2200

Not valid with other coupons, special offers or discounts.
Restrictions apply. Must present coupon. Exp. 2/25/2023.

JANUARY SPECIAL
Annual Furnace Tune-Up

$48Reg. $199
Save Big and Keep Your Furnace 
Running Safely. Call Today to 
Schedule!

Furnace installation free estimate. 
Get professional advice and options

 

` 

50 10th Avenue South  

Waite Park, MN 56387 

legacy-chiroprac/c.com

NEUROPATHY?
...Suffer No More!

Do you suffer with

Imagine no more medication... 
but a proven long-term solution for:

We offer a scientific 5-step 
approach that heals your nerves 

& reverses symptoms:

relief with no surgery, shots or 
addictive & dangerous medication.

Legacy-Chiropractic.com
(320) 774-1013 • Waite Park

100% non-invasive - No side effects

• Numbness
• Diabetic nerve pain
• Sharp, electric-like pain
• Burning or tingling

• Muscle weakness
• Difficulty sleeping with pain
• Chemo induced nerve pain
• Balance issues

• Increase blood flow to hands & feet • Increase & repair proper nerve 
function • Increase balance & stability • Decrease pain & numbness

$69 Special
Includes initial treatment

Expires 2-28-23

(Formerly Clear Lake Amoco)

Ralphie’S

WE NOW CARRY $2
Live Bait 
& Tackle!

New & 
Improved 

Deli!

Clear Lake Store Hours: 
M-F, 5am-9pm; Sat., 6am-8pm; 

Sun., 7am-8pm
Elk River Store Hours: 

M-F, 5am-9pm; Sat. & Sun., 6:30am-8pm

Check out minnoco on the go fuel 
saver + instant rewards program!
SAVE 4¢ per gallon with Minnco 
rewards every day!
SAVE 10¢ per gallon on Mondays!
• savings on all purchases
• special savings notifications
• fuel discounts
• exclusive offers

Under New Management!

Happy new Year!

off
Not valid with any other offers, 
specials or coupons. Exp. 2-15-23

ANY 20-LB. 
PROPANE TANK

$3 off
Not valid with any other offers, 
specials or coupons. Exp. 2-15-23

ANY 30-LB. 
PROPANE TANK

Ralphie’s 
Minnoco 

Clear Lake

Ralphie’s 
Minnoco 

Clear Lake Skol
BEEF STICKS!

Watch for our coupons in the Patriot Newspaper!

Skol

The Big Lake Hornet 
gymnastics team hosted 
their annual Hornet Classic 
Tournament with eight area 
teams participating last Sat-
urday.

The Hornets captured 
first place and Britney 
Krumrei won three of the 
four events and was all-
around champion. Krumrei 
broke a school record with 
a combined 38.1 score.

Becker finished third 
behind Big Lake and Mon-
ticello.

Team Scores: 1). Big 
Lake 144.75; 2). Monti-
cello 140.05; 3). Becker 
136.65; 4). Rogers 134.35; 
5). New London-Spicer 
133.6; 6). Chisago Lakes 
132.2; 7). Sartell 131.55; 
8). North Branch 129.6; 9). 
Sauk Rapids-Rice 128.55.

All Around; 1). 
Britney Krumrei (Big 

Lake) 38.1; 2). Autumn 
Grunewald (Big Lake) 
36.25; 3). Emma Hen-
nessey (Becker) 36.05.

Vault: 1). Lainey 
Stavish (Sartell) 9.6; 2). 

Britney Krumrei 
(Big Lake) 9.55; 
3). Dakota Esget 
(North Branch) 

9.5.
Bars: 1). Britney 

Krumrei (Big Lake) 9.45; 
2). Lauren Hansen (Monti-
cello) 9.15; 3). Emma Hen-
nessey (Becker) 9.05.

Beam: 1). Britney 
Krumrei (Big Lake) 9.5; 2). 
Karli Kirk (Becker) 9.2; 3). 
Ella Rhein (Chisago Lakes) 
9.0.

Floor: 1). Britney 
Krumrei (Big Lake) 9.6; 2). 
Sadie Zachman (Rogers) 
9.45; 3). Amber Grunewald 
(Big Lake) 9.35.

Krumrei was also 
named to the Star Tribune 
Metro Honor Roll for her 
previous scores in all-
around (36.65, sixth), vault 

(9.55, fifth), uneven bars 
(9.35, sixth) and floor (9.35, 
14th).

Other Hornets who 
made the Honor Roll are: 
Autumn Grunewald - 
vault (9.15, 22nd), beam, 
(9.225, 15th), floor (9.3, 
17th); Grace McCrone 
(beam, 9.1, 25th) and Allie 
Lu - beam (9.05, 28th), 
floor (9.15,  26th).

HORNET GYMNAST BRITNEY 
KRUMREI won three of the four 
events and captured the all-
around (setting a team record) 
at last Saturday’s Hornet Clas-
sic Gymnastics Tournament. 
(Photo by Paul Krumrei).

Krumrei, Hornets dominate Hornet Classic

By Bill Morgan, Editor, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com
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Business & professional 
services  directory

935 Clearwater Professional Building
(320) 558-2201

Mon.: 8:30-4:30 • Tue.: 9-5 • Wed.: 8:30-4:30
ALSO: 1500 Northway Drive, St. Cloud

Member of American 
Academy of Dental 

Group Practice Bethany Blonigen, DDS
Brent Deragisch, DDS

“A Reason 
to Smile!”

DentalAttorneys

PETERSON - 
GRIMSMO

FUNERAL CHAPEL
Serving your 

community since 1933
250 East Broadway

Monticello, MN 55362
763-295-2918

Our family serving yours!

Funeral

Auctions
Sports/Area News

ESTATE AND CONSIGNMENT AUCTION 

THIS IS A PARTIAL LISTING. B.P. & MN tax applies. 
See website for more: 
www.midwestauctions.com/sharer 
Keith Sharer Auction Service

320-267-1963

3825 Shadowwood Dr NE Sauk Rapids, MN
Directions: Hwy 23 East Left on 40th   (Follow signs) 

SUNDAY JANUARY 22ND, 2023 11AM
ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES — HOUSEHOLD — 

FURNITURE — OUTDOOR & SHOP   

 Now Taking Antique Consignments for Late February Auction    

Quality Building Supplies 
at Affordable Prices

Since 1975

BOOK YOUR ORDER!

Call for a FREE estimate
117th Ave., Milaca

(north end of Milaca off Central Ave)

BUILDING
$PECIAL$

320-983-6304 • 1-800-818-1846

LATCHAM-LIND LUMBER &
POST FRAME BUILDINGS

 

 

  

   

Heavy Equipment 
Auction 

Pre-Bidding Now  
Live Online Only 

Wed, Jan 18th- 8am 
Viewing by 

Appointment 
Jct MN Hwys 95 & 25 

Call Col Ray Henry 

Lic 5-17-011

Last Thursday, the 
Becker girls basketball 
team suffered its first loss 
of the season, dropping a 

75 to 65 game on the road 
to Providence Academy.

Becker played the 
game without two of its 
starts, as both Maren 
Westin and Lexi Rose were 
dealing with injuries.

The Bulldogs turned 
the ball over 22 times and 
were uncharacteristically 
on the short end of the tran-
sition points stat, 27 to 9.

“Our girls played in-
consistent without Maren 
and Lexi in the lineup,” 
Coach Dan Baird said. “Just 
too many turnovers, al-
though our girls did a real 
nice job competing against 
the defending AA champs!”

After the loss, Baird 
left the game with his 
thoughts for his two play-

ers, Westin and Rose, who 
were unable to compete.

“The injuries stink 
because you feel bad the 

girl can’t play or 
compete,” Baird 
noted. “How-
ever, they are still 

a huge part of the locker 
room! On the court, we 
have a next person up men-
tality and these experiences 
for the younger players will 
help expedite our depth for 
the Section and State runs.”

Baird highlighted Ayla 
Brown for her monster 
game, scoring 29 points for 
the Bulldogs.

Becker scoring: Ayla 
Brown 29, Dani Nuest 6 (5 
steals), Reese Hausmann 2, 
Madison Bass 6, Claire Lei-
ther 3, Alexa Voller 6, Ev-
elyn Kreft 6 (8 rebounds), 
Liz Mackedanz 7 (11 re-
bounds).

Magic Doubleheader
Tuesday night, Becker 

again played a varsity 
doubleheader, this time in 

Monticello with the boys 
teams playing first.

The Bulldogs took 
care of business in the first 
game, with the Becker boys 
winning 70-54.

The win propelled 
Becker to a record of 5-3 on 
the season, while the Magic 
dropped to 1-8.

In the girls game night-
cap, the Bulldogs defeated 
the Magic, 64-42.

“Our defense was re-
ally good and Ayla and 
Maren shined offensively,” 
Baird said. “It was a good 
win over a team we most 
likely need to beat to go to 
state.  It sent a message to 
the Conference and Section 
that we’re the team to beat.”

B r o w n  ( f i v e 
three-pointers) led the 
Bulldogs with 24 points, 
while Westin chipped in 
18. Other Becker scorers: 
Nuest 2, Dierkes 3, Haus-
mann 2, Bass 5, Kreft 6, 
Mackedanz 4.

Bulldog basketball roundup

By Mark Kolbinger, Contributing Writer
production@patriotnewsmn.com

The Big Lake Wres-
tling Team was busy last 
week, wrestling at the 
Eden Prairie Invitational 

Saturday and at a dual 
meet against St. Francis on 
Thursday.

The Hornets finished 
with three wins and three 
losses. The wins came 
against Perham 44-28, 
Anoka 43-33 and Lee’s 
Summit 57-24. They lost to 
Eden Prairie 47-24, Will-
mar 42-24 and St. Francis 
43-36.

In those matchups, six 
Hornets finished with win-
ning records.

Nolan Reiter went 6-0 
at 152 pounds and 145 
pounds. He beat  Johnny 
Ramos of Perham by tech 
fall, 21-5. He pinned Jafari 
Vanier Eden Prairie at 3:41. 
He beat Conlan Carlson of 
Willmar, 4-2. He pinned 

Oliver Ollman of Anoka at 
3:13. He beat Noah Miller 
of Lee’s Summit by tech 
fall, 19-4 and also had a win 

by forfeit.
Cash Stortz 

was 5-1 at 120 
and 126 pounds. 

He pinned Isaac Adams of 
Perham at 2:34. He pinned 
Joseph Heim of Eden at 
2:28. He pinned Kyler 
Sherk of St. Francis at 5:01. 
He pinned Brock Bottineau 
of Anoka at 1:57 and he 
pinned Aj Wishne  of Lee’s 
Summit at 3:21.

Kane Lapointe went 
5-1 at 285 pounds. He 
pinned Jaxon Vetsch of 
Perham at 1:06. He pinned 
Easton Johnson of St. 
Francis at 5:57. He pinned 
James Dickman of Willmar 
at 0:32. He pinned Tucker 
Olson  of Anoka at 0:45 and 
he pinned Santino Avitia of 
Lee’s Summit at 0:56.

Kale Westgaard fin-
ished 4-2 at 106 pounds. He 
pinned Dresden Wegscheid 

of Perham at 0:59. He 
pinned Ashton Charmoli 
of St. Francis at 2:40. He 
pinned Wyatt Cruze of 
Willmar at 3:23 and he 
pinned Luke Nally of Lee’s 
Summit at 3:48.

Zack Smith was 4-1 
at 138 and 145 pounds. 
He pinned Kaden Feldt of 
Perham at 1:40. He pinned 
Zachary Weisman  of Eden 
Prairie at 1:04. He beat 
Garrett Wittek of Anoka by 
major decision, 13-4 and he 
pinned Michael Foley of 
Lee’s Summit at 1:57.

Carson Gellerman fin-
ished 4-2 at 145 pounds. 
He pinned Logan Guck of 
Perham at 1:39. He beat 
Ian Wittek of Anoka, 6-5. 
He beat Roan McCarthy of 
Lee’s Summit by major de-
cision, 11-0 and had a win 
by forfeit.

The Hornets wrestled 
in a quad meet at Monti-
cello Friday, results to fol-
low next week.

BL wrestlers go 
3-3 in dual meets

By Ken Francis, Contributing Writer
production@patriotnewsmn.com

The Becker Bulldog 
wrestling team traveled to 
Wisconsin last weekend to 
participate in The Clash, a 
national high school wres-
tling duals tournament with 
teams from across the coun-
try.  Becker wrestled in the 
Division 5 bracket and 
came away in second place, 
as Dover-Eyota finished 
first, followed by third 
place Staley, Missouri and 
fourth place Apple Valley.

In the opening round, 
Becker picked up a 42-30 
win over Apple Valley, 
one of the most storied pro-
grams in Minnesota.

Match winners for 
Becker: 106 Bennett Ku-
jawa, maj. dec. 14-1, 126 
Kaden Nicolas tech fall 
15-0, 132 Landen Kujawa 
fall 2:56, 138 Drew May 
dec. 9-2, 152 Ethan Dun-
combe dec. 5-3, 160 Adam 
Jurek fall 1:53, 170 Owen 
Angell fall 3:12, 195 Dylan 
Weber dec. 8-5, 220 Tyson 
Ricker fall 3:13.

In round two, Becker 
was edged by Dover Eyota, 
the #2 ranked team in Min-
nesota in Class A, 38-30.

Becker started hot with 
Boston Kuschel winning a 
fall at 3:13 in the 106 pound 
match, followed by a Ben-
nett Kujawa fall at 113 
pounds in the third period.  
Nicolas again dominated 
his opponent at 126 with a 
fall at 1:26, followed by a 
May 6-2 dec. win at 138.  
Becker wouldn’t win again, 
however, until 170 pounds 
when Jurek wrestled up a 
class and scored a close, 

3-2 dec.
Angell picked up the 

other Becker victory at 182 
pounds with a nifty pinball 
at 3:02.

In the last round, 
Becker beat the Falcons 
from Staley, Missouri 45-
32.

In this one, Becker 
had to count on the upper 
weights, as the Bulldogs 
secured their first match 
win at 126 as Nicolas won 

his third match 
at the Clash with 
another fall, this 
one at 1:16 of the 

first period.
Landen Kujawa fol-

lowed that up with a fall 
at 2:48 in the 132 match, 
while May made quick 
work of his opponent at :50 
of the first period to secure 
his third win of the tourna-
ment.

Duncombe then won 
again at 152 via fall (1:42), 
followed by another strong 
performance from Jurek at 
160, as the Senior picked 
up another fall (3:45).

Angell scored a fall 
then for Becker at 170 
(1:26), followed by Dylan 
Weber’s great match at 
182 for a 6-4 decision win.  
Ricker rounded out Beck-
er’s win with a second pe-
riod fall at 195 pounds.

Bulldog wrestlers 
compete well at 
The Clash

By Mark Kolbinger, Contributing Writer
production@patriotnewsmn.com

Von Hanson’s Snacks, 
a snack manufacturer in 
Becker, is planning an ex-
pansion. The company has 

called Becker its home since 
2017. Recently, the company 
acquired the building next 
to their manufacturing plant 
on First St. and are planning 
to expand their operation as 
their popularity, and demand, 
increases. 

Company Roots
Jon Tennessen and Craig 

Machholz, the founders of 
Von Hanson’s Snacks, are 
the owners of Von Hanson’s 
Meats in Monticello. The pair 
had a couple of employees 
who were excellent workers 
who wished to take manage-
ment roles at the business. 
Tennessen and Machholz de-
cided to step aside and let the 
new leadership move in, but 
were not yet ready for retire-
ment. 

At that time, Von Han-
son’s corporation produced 
dill ranch flavor pretzels. The 
pair decided to look into cre-
ating and manufacturing new 
pretzel flavors, starting in the 
back of their Monticello shop. 
The first new flavors intro-
duced were dill parmesan and 
mustard. The new flavors be-
came a local hit, and the duo, 
with help from their spouses, 
looked to expand their oper-
ation.

They found a place in 
Becker, and have been work-
ing at their facility there since 
2017. 

COVID-19 and 
Rapid Growth
While many businesses 

were negatively impacted by 
COVID-19, Von Hanson’s 
Snacks was set up to boom 
as the disease shut down 
manufacturers around the na-

tion. The facility is most au-
tomated, operating with only 
15 employees. 

By the time the pan-
demic hit, Lupu-
lin Brewing had 
been a customer 
of Von Hanson’s 

Snacks for some time, selling 
the pretzels 
in their 
taproom. 
L u p u l i n 
has a sister 
taproom in 
South Da-
kota, and 
the indi-
vidual who 
runs the taproom there also 
has an online boutique. Via 
a forum for boutique own-
ers, this person raved about 
the pretzels to their peers, 
and suddenly Von Hanson’s 
Snacks was on the radar for 
lots of different businesses. 
New customer requests had 
Von Hanson’s Snacks distrib-
uting their product across the 
midwest, and then across the 
nation (even selling products 
in the Virgin Islands). Laurie 
Tennessen, Jon Tennessen’s 
wife, said that they had to 
learn a lot about distribution 
in a short amount of time. 

The seven flavors of 
pretzels, and newly intro-
duced meat snack sticks 
(distributed only locally at 
the moment, as they require 
refrigeration), are available 
at corporate locations like 
Scheels and Runnings, as 
well as at convenience stores 
and other local businesses. 
For those interested, there is a 
map on VonHansonsSnacks.
com showing commercial lo-
cations where their products 
may be purchased. 

Laurie noted that the 
growth has been absolutely 
crazy, especially consider-
ing that not so many years 
ago, the pretzels were being 

made in the back of the meat 
shop, and the containers were 
labeled at home by her own 
mother. 

Expansion
Von Hanson’s Snacks 

purchased the building next 
to their facility when the pre-
vious owners decided to close 
their business. Currently, the 
building is used mainly as 
storage for non-food items 
(such as containers and lids 
for the pretzels). With the 
increased space, the business 
will be able to offer their 
products in bags in addition 
to the current plastic contain-
ers, as some of their retailers 
have requested. They may 
even create single-serving 
bags which could be sold to 
airlines. A new machine for 
making the pretzels could 
increase the manufacturer’s 
capacity, and so the owners 
are excited about the project. 

Through the expansion, 
the owners did not anticipate 
needing more staff. Their 

hard working employees 
are incredibly loyal to the 
business, according to Lau-
rie. Their back-end manager 
joined them full time after 
graduating, having worked 
for them in high school, and 
chose to make his career with 
the manufacturer. Most of 
the staff consists of part-time 
workers, mainly high-school 
students and retirees. Laurie 
suspected that although they 
may not need to bring in more 
employees with the expan-
sion, but anticipated every-
one’s jobs would become a 
little more specific, as certain 
employees would focus more 
on shipping or customer rela-
tions, whereas all the employ-
ees currently do a little bit of 
everything. 

In all, Laurie said that 
Von Hanson’s Snacks was 
happy to call Becker home, 
and was excited to see what 
the future would bring for the 
company.

JON TENNESSEN (L) AND CRAIG MACHHOLZ (R), (above) owners of 
Von Hanson’s Snacks, stand in front of a company van. Employees 
of Von Hanson’s Snacks (inset) posed for a photo. Pictured (left 
to right): Lori Kraemer (office assistant), Zach (part-time employee 
and high school student), Laurie Tennessen (Business Manager and 
wife of owner Jon Tennessen), and Kajsa (part-time employee and 
high school student.) (Inset Photo by Katherine Cantin. Main Photo 
Submitted.)

Von Hanson’s Snacks plans expansion

By Katherine Cantin, Staff Writer
reporter.katie@patriotnewsmn.com

St. Marcus Church 
Blood Drive

8701 Main Ave. Clear Lake

Give 
Blood

Mon., Jan. 23  
11:30am-5:30pm
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WANTED TO BUY MISCELLANEOUSMISCELLANEOUS
WANTED: 

ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES 
Running or not. Titled or not. Cash 
in exchange. Sell now while prices 
are high! Call Dan at 612/720-2142

FREE 
HIGH-SPEED INTERNET 

for those that qualify. Government pro-
gram for recipients of select programs 
include Medicaid, SNAP, Housing As-
sistance, WIC, Veterans Pension, Sur-
vivor Bene ts, Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB 
internet service. Bonus off er: Android 
tablet FREE with one-time $20 co-
pay. Free shipping & handling. Call 
Maxsip Telecom today! 866/433-5324

CARING FOR 
AN AGING LOVED ONE? 

Wondering about options like senior-
living communities and in-home 
care? Caring.com’s Family Advi-
sors are here to help take the guess-
work out of senior care for you and 
your family. Call for your free, no-
obligation consultation: 866/924-8422

THE GENERAC PWRCELL 
a solar plus battery storage system. 
Save money, reduce your reliance on 
the grid, prepare for power outages 
and power your home. Full installa-
tion services available. $0 Down  nanc-
ing option. Request a free, no obliga-
tion quote today. Call 888/913-5895

DONATE YOUR CAR 
truck or boat to Heritage For The Blind. Free 
3-day vacation, tax deductible, free towing, 
all paperwork taken care of 844/220-9501

DISH NETWORK
$64.99 for 190 Channels! Blazing fast 
internet, $19.99/mo. (where avail-
able.) Switch & get a FREE $100 Visa 
gift card. FREE voice remote. FREE 
HD DVR. FREE streaming on ALL 
devices. Call today! 855/562-4309 

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 1/15/2023 Central

© 2023 Consumer Cellular Inc. For promo details please call 833-326-1710

CALL CONSUMER CELLULAR 833-326-1710

Off  First Month 
of New Service!

USE PROMO CODE: GZ59O

Citizens Alliance Bank seeks applicants for the following positions:
IT Help Desk - Clara City
Seasonal Banking Assistant - All Locations
Cash Management Specialist - Clara City
Operations Lead - Clara City
Credit Analyst/Loan Offi cer - Watertown
Insurance Agent - Montevideo
Loan Portfolio Offi cer - Clara City, Watertown
Compliance Manager - Clara City
VP Loan Offi cer - Clara City, Watertown, Sacred Heart
Loan Offi cer - Clara City
Part-time Teller - Howard Lake

To view our job postings or Apply Online please visit:
citizensalliancebank.com/careers

Citizens Alliance Bank is an EEO Employer

WE’RE HIRING!

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
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each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
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MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 1/15/2023 Central
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CALL CONSUMER CELLULAR 833-326-1710

Off  First Month 
of New Service!

USE PROMO CODE: GZ59O

Citizens Alliance Bank seeks applicants for the following positions:
IT Help Desk - Clara City
Seasonal Banking Assistant - All Locations
Cash Management Specialist - Clara City
Operations Lead - Clara City
Credit Analyst/Loan Offi cer - Watertown
Insurance Agent - Montevideo
Loan Portfolio Offi cer - Clara City, Watertown
Compliance Manager - Clara City
VP Loan Offi cer - Clara City, Watertown, Sacred Heart
Loan Offi cer - Clara City
Part-time Teller - Howard Lake

To view our job postings or Apply Online please visit:
citizensalliancebank.com/careers

Citizens Alliance Bank is an EEO Employer

WE’RE HIRING!

STATE OF MINNESOTA
DISTRICT COURT

COUNTY OF SHERBURNE
TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
Court File Number: 71-CV-22-
1480
Case Type: Other Civil
(Declaratory Judgment)
SUMMONS
Kenneth L. Geroux,
Plaintiffs,
v.
The unknown heirs of Lisa M. Ger-
oux and all other persons unknown 
claiming any right, title, estate, in-
terest or lien in the real estate de-
scribed in the complaint herein,
Defendants.

THIS SUMMONS IS DI-
RECTED TO: The unknown heirs 
of Lisa M. Geroux and all other 
persons unknown claiming any 
right, title, estate, interest or lien in 
the real estate described in the com-
plaint herein.

Plaintiff has started a lawsuit 
against you. The Plaintiff’s Com-
plaint against you is attached to the 
summons. Do not throw these pa-
pers away. They are official papers 
that affect your rights. You must re-
spond to this lawsuit even though it 
may not yet be filed with the Court 
and there may be no court file num-
ber on this summons.
1. YOU MUST REPLY WITHIN 
20 DAYS TO PROTECT YOUR 
RIGHTS. You must give or mail 
to the person who signed this sum-
mons a written response called an 
Answer within 20 days of the date 
on which you received this Sum-
mons. You must send a copy of your 
Answer to the person who signed 
this summons located at:

Creig Andreasen
Gurstel Law Firm – 

Hourly Dept.
6681 Country Club Drive
Golden Valley, MN 55427

2. YOU MUST RESPOND TO 
EACH CLAIM. The Answer is 
your written response to the Plain-
tiff’s Complaint. In your Answer 
you must state whether you agree or 
disagree with each paragraph of the 
Complaint. If you believe the Plain-
tiff should not be given everything 
asked for in the Complaint, you 
must say so in your Answer.
3. YOU WILL LOSE YOUR 
CASE IF YOU DO NOT SEND 
A WRITTEN RESPONSE TO 
THE COMPLAINT TO THE 
PERSON WHO SIGNED THIS 
SUMMONS. If you do not Answer 
within 20 days, you will lose this 
case. You will not get to tell your 
side of the story, and the Court may 
decide against you and award the 
Plaintiff everything asked for in 
the complaint. If you do not want 
to contest the claims stated in the 
complaint, you do not need to re-
spond. A default judgment can then 
be entered against you for the relief 
requested in the
complaint.
4. LEGAL ASSISTANCE. You 
may wish to get legal help from a 
lawyer. If you do not have a lawyer, 
the Court Administrator may have 
information about places where you 
can get legal assistance. Even if you 
cannot get legal help, you must still 
provide a written Answer to protect 
your rights or you may lose the case.
5. ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE 
RESOLUTION. The parties may 
agree to or be ordered to participate 
in an alternative dispute resolution 
process under Rule 114 of the Min-
nesota General Rules of Practice. 
You must still send your written 
response to the Complaint even if 
you expect to use alternative means 
of resolving this dispute.
6. THIS LAWSUIT MAY AF-
FECT OR BRING INTO 
QUESTION TITLE TO REAL 
PROPERTY LOCATED IN 
SHERBURNE COUNTY, 
STATE OF MINNESOTA, LE-
GALLY DESCRIBED AS FOL-
LOWS:

Parcel 1 - Lot 3, Block 4, 
Palamino Acres, Sherburne 
County, Minnesota.
AND
Parcel 2 - Lot 4, Block 2, 
Burntwood Third Addition 
Sherburne County, Minne-
sota.
The object of this action is to 

establish a joint tenancy recited in 
two (2) deeds for the above refer-
enced properties.
Dated: December 8, 2022 
GURSTEL LAW FIRM, P.C.
BY: /s/Creig Andreasen
Creig Andreasen, #0334832
6681 Country Club Drive – Hourly 
Dept.
Golden Valley, MN 55427
763-267-6785
C.Andreasen@gurstel.com
Attorneys for Plaintiff
(Published in the Patriot: 12/31/22; 
01/07/23; 01/14/23.)
___________________________

Probates
OFFICE OF THE MINNESOTA 

SECRETARY OF STATE
MINNESOTA LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY/

ARTICLES OF ORGANIZA-
TION

MINNESOTA STATUTES, 
CHAPTER 332C

The individual(s) listed below 
who is (are each) 18 years of age or 
older, hereby adopt(s) the following 
Articles of Organization:
ARTICLE 1 - LIMITED LIABIL-
ITY COMPANY NAME: Blocks 
and 
Borders Quilting, LLC 
ARTICLE 2 - REGISTERED OF-
FICE AND AGENT(S): 9138 64th 
Street SE Clear Lake MN 5S319 
USA
ARTICLE3-DURATION: 
Perpetual
ARTICLE 4 - 
ORGANIZERS: 
Brian Faber 
ADDRESS: 
9138 64th Street SE Clear Lake 
MN S5319 USA 

If you submit an attachment, it 
will be incorporated into this docu-
ment. If the attachment conflicts with 
the information specifically set forth 
in this document, this document su-
persedes the data referenced in the 
attachment. 

By typing my name, I, the un-
dersigned, certify that I am signing 
this document as the person whose 
signature is required, or as agent 
of the person(s) whose signature 
would be required who has autho-
rized me to sign this document on 
his/her behalf, or in both capacities. 
I further certify that I have com-
pleted all required fields, and that 
the information in this document is 
true and correct and in compliance 
with the applicable chapter of Min-
nesota Statutes. I understand that by 
signing this document I am subject 
to the penalties of perjury as set 
forth in Section 609.48 as if I had 
signed this document under oath.
SIGNED BY: Brian Faber
MAILING ADDRESS: None Pro-
vided
EMAIL FOR OFFICIAL NO-
TICES: blocksandborders@
gmaiLcom 
ORIGINAL FILE NUMBER: 
1363007200025
STATE OF MINNESOTA
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF 
STATE FILED:
1/2/2023
/s/ Steve Simon
Secretary of State
(Published in the Patriot: 1/07/23; 
1/14/23.)

BOARD HIGHLIGHTS
This represents a summary of the Organizational Meeting of the Board of 
Education of Big Lake Public Schools #727. A complete set of minutes 
will be on file at the District Office and on our website at www.biglake-
schools.org upon Board approval.
I. CALL TO ORDER
The Organizational Meeting of the Board of Education of Independent 
School District No. 727, Big Lake Public Schools was called to order on 
January 9, 2023.
II. OATH OF OFFICE
Newly elected board members read the oath of office.
III. ROLL CALL
All Board members were present.
IV. APPROVE AGENDA
A motion passed to approve the agenda.
V. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
VI. ORGANIZATION FOR 2023
A. Chair - A motion passed to elect Reasoner as Chair.
B. Clerk - A motion passed to elect Scales as Clerk.
C. Treasurer - A motion passed to elect Sixberry as Treasurer.
VII. BOARD MEETING SCHEDULE
A motion passed to approve the meeting dates.
VIII. DESIGNATION OF OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER
A motion passed to designate the Patriot as the official newspaper.
IX. DESIGNATION OF DEPOSITORY FOR SCHOOL FUNDS
A motion passed to designate Old National Bank and any other as deter-
mined as depository of school funds.
X. COMPENSATION FOR SCHOOL BOARD MEMBERS
A motion passed for Board members compensation to remain the same 
for 2023.
XI. APPROVE USE OF FACSIMILE SIGNATURE STAMP FOR 
BOARD MEMBERS SIGNING CHECKS
A motion passed to approve the 2023 facsimile signature stamps for Chair, 
Treasurer, and Clerk.
XII. ELECTRONIC FUNDS TRANSFER
A motion passed to approve the Director of Business Services, Accoun-
tant, Compensation Coordinator, Payroll Specialist, and Superintendent to 
make electronic fund transfers on behalf of Big Lake Schools.
XIII. COMMITTEE REPRESENTATION
A motion passed to approve the Board committee and Board representa-
tion assignments.
XIV. LEGAL COUNSEL
A motion passed to approve the legal counsel of Ratwik, Roszak & Ma-
loney on an as needed basis by the Superintendent or Board’s discretion.
XV. SET MILEAGE REIMBURSEMENT RATE
A motion passed to approve the IRS mileage reimbursement rate of 65.5 
cents per mile for 2023.
XVI. MEMBERSHIPS IN ORGANIZATIONS
A motion passed to approve memberships for 2023.
XVII. ADJOURNMENT
A motion passed to adjourn the meeting.
(Published in the Patriot: 1/14/23.)

BOARD 
HIGHLIGHTS

This represents a summary of 
the Work Session of the Board 
of Education of Big Lake Pub-
lic Schools #727. A complete 
set of minutes will be on file 
at the District Office and on 
our website at www.biglake-
schools.org upon Board ap-
proval.
I. CALL TO ORDER
The Work Session of the Board 
of Education of Independent 
School District No. 727, Big 
Lake Schools was called to 
order on January 9, 2023 at 
6:56 PM.
II. ROLL CALL
All Board members were pres-
ent.
III. DISCUSS REFEREN-
DUM RENEWAL TIMES 
AND BUDGET FORECAST 
ASSUMPTIONS
Director of Business Services, 
Angie Manuel, reviewed debt 
service levies and revenue 
sources.
IV. WEATHER RELATED 
CLOSING PROCESS
Superintendent Truebenbach 
reviewed the process.
V. ADJOURNMENT
A motion passed to adjourn the 
meeting.
(Published in the Patriot: 
1/14/23.)

 

Becker Cemetery 
Association

We will be holding our yearly 
meeting on January 23, 2023 

at the Becker Community 
Center

Notices

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
CP 71-663-017 - RECONSTRUCTION OF CR 63 FROM CSAH 8 TO PARK-N-RIDE

SHERBURNE COUNTY, MINNESOTA
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN  that electronic bids will be accepted through the Sherburne County 

online bid portal https://bidvault.mn.uccs.com/  until 1:00 PM on Wednesday, February 8, 2023 .  This will 
be the only means of submittal of a bid.

The Major Quantities of Work are:
Common Excavation/Embankment	 CY	 2,900
Granular Borrow			  CY	 880
Aggregate Base and Shouldering	 TON	 5,600
SP 9.5 & 12.5 Wearing Course Mixture	 TON	 1,300
12”-24” Storm Sewer Pipe / Culverts	 LF	 220
Drainage Structures		  EA	 3
Concrete Curb & Gutter		  LF	 1,400
4” Concrete Walk			  LF	 8,600
Seeding			   AC	 2
Pavement Markings		  LF	 6,200
The bids will be reviewed by the County Engineer and County Attorney for the approval of the bid 

bond and the results of the review shall be posted within 3 business days at the following website:   https://
mn-co-sherburne.app.rtvision.com/oneoffice.  Review of the bids by the County Engineer and the County 
Attorney should not be construed as an award of the bid.  The final approval of the bid requires action by 
the County Board.

Plans & specifications may be examined at the office of the Sherburne County Highway Engineer, 
13880 Business Center Drive Suite 100, Elk River MN 55330, Monday-Friday 8 am to 4:30 pm, or on-
line at https://www.co.sherburne.mn.us/publicworks/index.php  & follow the Construction Projects & Bids 
(eGram) link.  A user ID & password is required to download the Plans & Specifications.  Contact Public 
Works at 763-765-3300 to obtain the necessary information.

The advertisement for this project may also be viewed at the MnDOT State Aid for Local Transporta-
tion eAdvert web site at https://eadvert.rtvision.com

The cost to download the Plans & Specifications is free.
The cost to obtain a hard copy of the Plans & Specifications is $50.00 with an additional $10.00 

mailing fee.
THE COST TO SUBMIT A BID WILL BE $25.00 PAYABLE TO RTVISION WHICH ALLOWS 

ACCESS TO THE ELECTRONIC BID DOCUMENTS VIA BID VAULT AT https://bidvault.mn.uccs.com
All bids shall be accompanied by a bid bond for at least five percent (5%) of the amount of the bid.
No bidder may withdraw their bid (which shall include the bid bond) within 15 days of the scheduled 

bid submittal date of Wednesday, February 8, 2023.
The County Board reserves the right to reject any or all bids and to waive minor irregularities.  The 

County Board will consider award of the contract at the February 21, 2023 County Board Meeting contin-
gent upon County Engineer & County Attorney review.  

It is the County’s intent to begin construction mid May 2023 and completed by end of June 2023.
The County Board reserves the right to reject any or all bids & waive informalities.

DATED:  January 6, 2023	
SIGNED:
Bruce Messelt				  
County Administrator, 
Sherburne County, Minnesota
(Published in the Patriot: 1/14/23, 1/21/23, 1/28/23)

NOTICE OF SHERBURNE COUNTY 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 

ANNUAL MEETING
The Sherburne County Economic Development Authority will 

hold its annual meeting on Thursday January 26, 2023 at 8:30am 
or as soon thereafter, at the Sherburne County Government Cen-
ter, 13880 Business Center Drive NW, Elk River, MN 55330 in the 
County Board Room.  The EDA will conduct regular business, in-
cluding organizational matters.  
(Published in the Patriot: 1/14/23)

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 1/15/2023 Central

© 2023 Consumer Cellular Inc. For promo details please call 833-326-1710

CALL CONSUMER CELLULAR 833-326-1710

Off  First Month 
of New Service!

USE PROMO CODE: GZ59O

Citizens Alliance Bank seeks applicants for the following positions:
IT Help Desk - Clara City
Seasonal Banking Assistant - All Locations
Cash Management Specialist - Clara City
Operations Lead - Clara City
Credit Analyst/Loan Offi cer - Watertown
Insurance Agent - Montevideo
Loan Portfolio Offi cer - Clara City, Watertown
Compliance Manager - Clara City
VP Loan Offi cer - Clara City, Watertown, Sacred Heart
Loan Offi cer - Clara City
Part-time Teller - Howard Lake

To view our job postings or Apply Online please visit:
citizensalliancebank.com/careers

Citizens Alliance Bank is an EEO Employer

WE’RE HIRING!

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
2023 BUSINESS PARK PUMP STATION IMPROVEMENTS

BECKER, MINNESOTA
SEH NO. BECKR 165233

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN  that Online Bids will be received by the City Administrator until 2:00 p.m., 
Tuesday, February 7, 2023, via QuestCDN for the furnishing of all labor and material for the construction of 2023 
Business Park Pump Station Improvements.

The bid opening will be conducted via Microsoft Teams, at which time they will be publicly opened and read 
aloud:

2023 Business Park Pump Station Improvements Bid Opening Tuesday, February 7, 2023 at 2:00 p.m.
Please join my meeting from your computer, tablet or smartphone: https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meet-

up-join/19%3ameeting_ZTEwMzY1YTktN2UwMC00ZjA5LTkwNjgtNjAwZTdkNjRiMWU1%40thread.
v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22642f4553-88f1-43dc-9a29-90842cd19d4c%22%2c%22Oid%22
%3a%2248472820-a408-4d5c-b262-d033b1c6fa20%22%7d

Meeting ID: 284 006 001 408 Passcode: hQWRND
Or call in (audio only) +1 872-242-7640,,13022591#   United States, Chicago
Phone Conference ID: 130 225 91#
Any person monitoring the meeting remotely may be responsible for any documented costs. Message and data 

rates may apply.
Major quantities for the Work include:
17,000	 SQ YD		  Full Depth Reclamation
6,000	 TONS		  Bituminous Surfacing
5,300	 CU YD		  Aggregate Base
24,000	 CU YD 		  Common Excavation
1,000	 LIN FT		  8-Inch PVC SDR 35 Pipe Sewer
320	 LIN FT		  21-Inch PVC PS 115 Pipe Sewer
360	 LIN FT		  24-Inch PVC PS 115 Pipe Sewer
8,100	 LIN FT		  14-Inch HDPE Forcemain
450	 LIN FT		  Jacked Steel Casing (20 - 42-Inch)
3,800	 LIN FT		  B618 Concrete Curb and Gutter
16	 ACRE		  Turf Establishment
2	 EACH		  Decommission Lift Station 
1	 LUMP SUM	 Triplex Lift Station
The Bidding Documents may be seen at the Issuing Office of SEH located at 2351 Connecticut Avenue, Suite 

300, Sartell, MN 56377, 320.229.4300.
The Bidding Documents may be viewed for no cost at http://www.sehinc.com by selecting the Project Bid Infor-

mation link at the bottom of the page and the View Plans option from the menu at the top of the selected project page.
Digital image copies of the Bidding Documents are available at http://www.sehinc.com for a fee of $30. These 

documents may be downloaded by selecting this project from the “Project Bid Information” link and by entering 
eBidDocTM Number 8369372 on the SEARCH PROJECTS page. For assistance and free membership registration, 
contact QuestCDN at 952.233.1632 or info@questcdn.com.

For this project, bids will ONLY be received electronically. Contractors submitting an electronic bid will be 
charged an additional $42 at the time of bid submission via the online electronic bid service QuestCDN.com. To 
access the electronic Bid Worksheet, download the project document and click the online bidding button at the top 
of the advertisement. Prospective bidders must be on the plan holders list through QuestCDN for bids to be accepted. 
Bids shall be completed according to the Bidding Requirements prepared by SEH dated January 3, 2023.

In addition to digital plans, paper copies of the Bidding Documents may be obtained from Docunet Corp. located 
at 2435 Xenium Lane North, Plymouth, MN 55441 (763.475.9600) for a fee of $100.

Bid security in the amount of 5 percent of the Bid must accompany each Bid in accordance with the Instructions 
to Bidders.

A Contractor responding to these Bidding Documents must submit to the City/Owner a signed statement under 
oath by an owner or officer verifying compliance with each of the minimum criteria in Minnesota Statutes, section 
16C.285, subdivision 3.

This Work shall be subject to minimum wages and labor standards in accordance with the State of Minnesota.
The Owner reserves the right to reject any and all Bids, to waive irregularities and informalities therein and to 

award the Contract in the best interests of the Owner.	
SIGNED:
Greg LeRud. City Administrator. Becker, Minnesota
(Published in the Patriot: 1/14/23, 1/21/23)

Notices
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Classifieds

OAK PARK
CREAMERY

See us for all your feed 
needs. Hubbard, Heims, 
Purina & Oak Park brand 
feeds. Crystalyx tubs. We 
specialize in small orders 
of custom made feed. RR 
Corn $194.00/Bag. EN-
LIST E3 Soybeans $50.00/
Bag.

OAK PARK CREAMERY
16623 Ironwood Rd NE

Oak Park, MN
320-968-7864

Farm Supplies
AUTOMOBILES
DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHAR-
ITY. Receive maximum value of write 
off for your taxes. Running or not! All 
conditions accepted. Free pickup. Call 
for details. 855-752-6680 (mcn)

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK TO 
HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. Free 
3 Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free 
Towing, All Paperwork Taken Care Of. 
CALL 1-855-977-7030 (mcn)

CASH FOR CARS! We buy all cars! 
Junk, high-end, totaled – it doesn’t mat-
ter! Get free towing and same day cash! 
NEWER MODELS too! Call 1-877-978-
2510. (mcn)

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
MAKE MONEY from home without 
a personal computer. Amazing FREE 
information. 24 hour recorded message. 
800-486-2833. (mcn)

CABLE/INTERNET
BEST SATELLITE TV  with 2 Year 
Price Guarantee! $59.99/mo with 190 
channels and 3 months free premium 
movie channels! Free next day installa-
tion! Call 855-824-1258. (mcn)

DirecTV Satellite TV Service Starting 
at $74.99/month! Free Installation! 160+ 
channels available. Call Now to Get the 
Most Sports & Entertainment on TV! 
844-558-1767 (mcn)

DIRECTV Stream - Carries the Most 
Local MLB Games! CHOICE Package, 
$89.99/mo for 12 months. Stream on 20 
devices in your home at once. HBO Max 
included for 3 mos (w/CHOICE Package 
or higher.) No annual contract, no hidden 
fees! Some restrictions apply. Call IVS 
1-866-387-0621. (mcn)

DISH Network. $64.99 for 190 Chan-
nels!  Blazing Fast Internet, $19.99/mo. 
(where available.) Switch & Get a FREE 
$100 Visa Gift Card. FREE Voice Re-
mote. FREE HD DVR. FREE Streaming 
on ALL Devices. Call today! 1-855-434-
0020 (mcn)

Get DIRECTV for $64.99/mo for 12 
months with CHOICE Package. Save 
an additional $120 over 1st year. First 3 
months of HBO Max, Cinemax, Show-
time, Starz and Epix included! Directv is 
#1 in Customer Satisfaction (JD Power 
& Assoc.) Some restrictions apply. Call 
1-866-296-1409. (mcn)

EDUCATION
TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDICAL 
BILLING! Become a Medical Office 
Professional online at CTI! Get Trained, 
Certified & ready to work in months! 
Call 855-493-4066. (M-F 8am-6pm ET). 
Computer with internet is required. (mcn)

EMPLOYMENT/HELP WANTED
Are you a Class A Truck Driver and 
tired of getting jacked around by em-
ployers?  Call me to see why our turn-
over rate is so low. Scott 507-437-9905 
Apply: WWW.MCFGTL.COM (mcn)

FINANCIAL
The COVID crisis has cost us all some-
thing. Many have lost jobs and financial 
security. Have $10K In Debt? Credit 
Cards. Medical Bills. Car Loans. Call 
NATIONAL DEBT RELIEF! We can 

help! Get a FREE debt relief quote: Call 
1-866-552-0649.(mcn)

HEALTH & MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May 
Be Covered by Medicare! Reclaim in-
dependence and mobility with the com-
pact design and long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free information kit! Call 
844-716-2411. (mcn)

DENTAL INSURANCE from Phy-
sicians Mutual Insurance Company. 
Coverage for 350 plus procedures. Real 
dental insurance- NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your 
FREE Dental Information Kit with all 
the details! 1-855-973-9175 www.den-
tal50plus.com/https://www.dental50plus.
com/midwest #6258 (mcn)

Don’t let the stairs limit your mobility! 
Discover the ideal solution for anyone 
who struggles on the stairs, is concerned 
about a fall or wants to regain access 
to their entire home. Call AmeriGlide 
today! 1-877-916-2093. (mcn)

Attention Viagra users: Generic 100 
mg blue pills or generic 20 mg yellow 
pills. Get 45 plus 5 free $99 + S/H. Call 
Today 1-877-707-5659. (mcn)

MISCELLANEOUS
Safe Step. North Americas #1 Walk-In 
Tub. Comprehensive lifetime war-
ranty. Top-of-the-line installation and 
service. Now featuring our FREE shower 
package and $1600 Off for a limited 
time! Call today! Financing available. 
Call Safe Step 1-844-290-5083. (mcn)

LONG DISTANCE MOVING: Call 
today for a FREE QUOTE from Ameri-
ca’s Most Trusted Interstate Movers. Let 
us take the stress out of moving! Speak 
to a Relocation Specialist, call 877-327-
0795. (mcn)

FREE AUTO INSURANCE 
QUOTES for uninsured and insured 
drivers. Let us show you how much you 
can save! Call 855-995-2382 (mcn)

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. 
EASY, ONE DAY updates! We spe-
cialize in safe bathing. Grab bars, no slip 
flooring & seated showers. Call for a free 
in-home consultation: 855-836-2250. 
(mcn)

NEED NEW FLOORING? Call Em-
pire Today® to schedule a FREE in-
home estimate on Carpeting & Flooring. 
Call Today! 844-785-0305 (mcn)

Never clean your gutters again! Af-
fordable, professionally installed gutter 
guards protect your gutters and home 
from debris and leaves forever! For a 
FREE Quote call: 877-761-1449 (mcn)

The Generac PWRcell, a solar plus 
battery storage system. SAVE money, 
reduce your reliance on the grid, prepare 
for power outages and power your home. 
Full installation services available. $0 
Down Financing Option. Request a 
FREE, no obligation, quote today. Call 
1-877-381-3059. (mcn)

Prepare for power outages today with 
a GENERAC home standby genera-
tor. $0 Money Down + Low Monthly 
Payment Options. Request a FREE 

Quote. Call now before the next power 
outage: 1-877-228-5789 (mcn)

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced de-
bris-blocking gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 15% 
off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & Mil-
itary Discounts. Call 1-855-577-1268. 
Promo Code 285. (mcn)

Become a Published Author. We want 
to Read Your Book! Dorrance Publish-
ing-Trusted by Authors Since 1920. 
Book manuscript submissions currently 
being reviewed. Comprehensive Ser-
vices: Consultation, Production, Promo-
tion and Distribution. Call for Your Free 
Author`s Guide 1-877-516-0706 or visit 
dorranceinfo.com/Midwest (mcn)

Wesley Financial Group, LLC Time-
share Cancellation Experts.  Over 
$50,000,000 in timeshare debt and fees 
cancelled in 2019. Get free informational 
package and learn how to get rid of your 
timeshare! Free consultations. Over 450 
positive reviews. Call 877-326-1608. 
(mcn)

Trouble hearing your TV? Try TV 
EARS Voice Clarifying Wireless TV 
Speaker. Better than a soundbar and/or 
turning the TV volume way up. Special, 
limited time $50 off offer. Call TV Ears. 
Use code MBSP50. Call 1-844-455-
0505. (mcn)

DIAGNOSED WITH LUNG CAN-
CER? You may qualify for a substantial 
cash award - even with smoking history. 
NO obligation! We’ve recovered mil-
lions. Let us help!! Call 24/7, 1-888-490-
8260. (mcn)

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES  in as 
little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices - 
No payments for 18 months! Lifetime 
warranty & professional installs. Senior 
& Military Discounts available. Call 
1-866-585-7073. (mcn)

Switch and save up to $250/year on 
your talk, text and data. No contract 
and no hidden fees. Unlimited talk and 
text with flexible data plans. Premium 
nationwide coverage. 100% U.S. based 
customer service. Limited time offer! 
Get $50 off on any new account. Use 
code GIFT50. For more information, call 
1-888-909-7338. (mcn)

Caring for an aging loved one? Won-
dering about options like senior-living 
communities and in-home care? Caring.
com’s Family Advisors are here to help 
take the guesswork out of senior care for 
you and your family. Call for your FREE, 
no-obligation consultation: 1-855-568-
2947. (mcn)

WANT TO BUY
PAYING TOP CA$H FOR MEN’S 
SPORT WATCHES! Rolex, Breitling, 
Omega, Patek Philippe, Heuer, Daytona, 
GMT, Submariner, Speedmaster.. Call: 
866-314-9742. (mcn)

TOP CA$H PAID FOR OLD GUI-
TARS! 1920-1980 Gibson, Martin, 
Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, 
Mosrite, Rickenbacker, Prairie State, 
D’Angelico, Stromberg. And Gibson 
Mandolins / Banjos. 866-470-1643. 
(mcn)

Minnesota Newspaper Association Classifieds

220 USED CARS to choose 
from. We also BUY used cars. 
Guaranteed Approval! Brandl 
Auto Connection, 559 Hwy 10, 
St. Cloud (next to the red barn 
Dairy Queen). 320-229-1900. 
Apply online at: 
www.BrandlAutoConnection.com
________________________

Used Cars

DESKTOPS AND LAPTOP 
REPAIR. On-site or drop off. 
Computer cleanup - upgrades. 
Big Lake, 763-263-7070.
________________________

Computers

MURPHY
CHEVROLET

New & Used Cars & Trucks
(320) 968-6239

www.murphychevrolet.com

Automotive

NOTICE: Outdoor Furnace, 
Parts and Supplies, High 
demand and limited avail-
ability. Plan and look ahead. 
Reserve now to have one 
for this summer or fall instal-
lation. We feature Central 
Boiler furnaces and products 
for complete installation. We 
have Financing available, 
26% Tax Credit available on 
some models. Reserve today  
Class-Act Outdoor Furnace 
763-972-6255                              
________________________

Outdoor Furnaces

NOW HIRING. SERVICE 
TECHS AND INSTALLERS.  
Great pay and benefits. Email 
resume to: aceheatingan-
dair@outlook.com or call 
763-389-2647 or apply online: 
aceheatingandair.com.
________________________

Help Wanted

Patriot Office
763-275-0275  

14054 Bank Street, 
Box 458, Becker, MN 55308

Website: 
www.patriotnewsmn.com

  
Email: 

production@
patriotnewsmn.com

Business Hours: 
• Mon. - Wed. 8am to 5pm, • 

Thurs. 8am to 3pm  
• Friday CLOSED

The Patriot, under the 
continuation of the 

Citizen-Tribune, is the 
official legal newspaper 
for Sherburne County, 
Clear Lake, Clearwater, 

Orrock, Palmer & Santiago 
Townships, City of Becker, 

Becker Township and 
Becker School District #726 

and Big Lake School 
District #727.

Publisher/Editor 
Bill Morgan - 
production@

patriotnewsmn.com

Advertising 
Sales Manager
Carol Hanson - 

sales.carol@
patriotnewsmn.com

Advertising Sales
Mary Nehring - 

adsales@
patriotnewsmn.com

Casey Hanson - 
sales.casey@

patriotnewsmn.com

Graphic Design
Bill Morgan - 
production@

patriotnewsmn.com

Accounting
Chris Meyer - 
accounting@

patriotnewsmn.com

Staff Writers
Bill Morgan - 
reporter.bill@

patriotnewsmn.com

Katie Cantin - 
reporter.katie@

patriotnewsmn.com

Contributing Writers
Mark Kolbinger - 

production@
patriotnewsmn.com

Penny Leuthard - 
production@

patriotnewsmn.com

Ken Francis - 
production@

patriotnewsmn.com

Patriot Legals/
Classified Ads
Kathy Nelson - 
legals.kathy@

patriotnewsmn.com

• Subscription Rates: 
$90 annually, $45 for six 
months, $22.50 for three 
months or $7.50 a month.

• Deadlines: 
Wednesday 12 pm Legals 
& Notices,  Wednesday 

10 am Display & 
Classified Ads.

• Submitted Material: 
There will be a $30 charge 

for all thank you, 
engagement, wedding 

and birth  announcement 
pictures.  The Patriot is not 

responsible for 
correctness of ads 

received by telephone.

• Letters to the Editors: 
The Patriot welcomes let-

ters to the editor. 
Addresses and 

telephone numbers are 
required for verification 

purposes.  All letters 
must contain the original 
signature of the writer. 
E-mailed letters can be 

accepted. The deadline for 
all letters is 11am 

Wednesday. Limit letters 
to 200 words or less. 

Letters will be printed at 
the discretion of the 

editor and are subject to 
editing for grammar, libel 
and brevity. Two letters 
per writer per subject 

each year.

• Obituaries: 
Obituaries are $50 
prepaid. The Editor 

reserves the right to edit 
lengthy obituaries.

WANT TO PLAY YOUR IN-
STRUMENT FOR OTHERS? 
Call Kathy at 612-309-0582.
________________________

Musicians

Obituaries

Bradley Scott Horton passed 
away unexpectedly on January 
8, 2023 at Mercy Hospital in 
Coon Rapids, Minnesota. Ar-
rangements have been 
entrusted to Williams 
Dingmann Family 
Funeral Home in 
Becker, Minne-
sota.

B r a d -
ley was born 
March 8, 1967 
in St Cloud, 
Minnesota to 
Jack L. Horton 
and Roselle Hor-
ton. He was bap-
tized and confirmed at 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
in St Cloud. He attended ele-
mentary school, middle school, 
and Apollo High School in St. 
Cloud, and graduated from St. 
Cloud State University in 1990.  
Bradley’s first employment after 
college graduation was in Min-
neapolis where he worked down-
town and enjoyed his after work 
life, in the uptown area.  After 
a few years Brad moved to San 
Diego, California and worked 
various jobs including several 
years at The Children’s Psychi-
atric Hospital. Bradley joined 
and was an active member of 
The First Lutheran Church, 3rd 
Avenue in San Diego. He and 
his gentle Chow, Louie, moved 
and lived in Playas Mexico for 
several years, crossing the bor-
der to continue working in San 
Diego. Bradley more recently 
moved back to San Diego and 
subsequently returned to Minne-
sota in 2020.

Bradley is survived by his 

father, Jack L. Horton (step 
mother, Kathy Unger), mother 
Roselle Carlson (step father Den-
nis Carlson), brother Jeff (Patty) 

Horton, twin brother, 
Robert Horton, step 

brother Dean 
(Janet) Carl-
son, step sister 
Denise (Bob) 
Bonemeyer, 
step sister Da-
nette (Randy 
White) Carl-
son, step sister 

Linda Hoolihan 
(Paul Oberlander), 

and step brother Paul 
Hoolihan. Bradley is also 

survived by his niece Freya 
Zank, nephews Nick (Sevi) Hor-
ton, Alex (Julia) Horton, and 
Maxwell Horton as well as step 
nieces and nephews, aunts and 
uncles and cousins and many 
friends.

Bradley was preceded in 
death by his Grandparents, and 2 
step brothers, Dale Carlson and 
Mark Hoolihan.

The family wishes to thank 
the Doctors and Nurses at Mercy 
Hospital for the outstanding care 
they all gave our Brad during 
his final hours, and we thank the 
LifeSource team who cared for 
Brad and comforted us.

Memorials are appreciated 
and will be forwarded to Life-
Source or a Charity of your 
choosing.

We are planning a Celebra-
tion of Life for Brad toward the 
end of April. 

Obituary, Guest Book and 
Video Tribute available online: 
www.williamsdingmann.com.

Bradley S. Horton, 55
Elk River, MN

March 8, 1967 – January 8, 2023 Funeral services will be 
11:00 a.m. on Saturday, Jan-
uary 14, 2023, at Celebration 
Lutheran Church in Sartell for 
Robert O. Leaders, 89 
of Clear Lake who 
passed away on 
Monday, Janu-
ary 9, 2023, at 
his home. Rev. 
Jeff Sackett 
will officiate 
and burial will 
be at St. John’s 
Lutheran Cem-
etery in Ottertail. 
Visitation will be 
2:00 – 8:00 p.m. on 
Friday, January 13, 2023, 
at Leaders’ Clear Lake Airport; 
fly-ins welcome. Military honors 
will be at 4:15 p.m. on Friday 
evening at the airport, followed 
by the Missing Man Formation 
Fly-Over at 4:30 p.m. Visitation 
will continue after 10:00 a.m. at 
the church in Sartell on Satur-
day. Arrangements are entrusted 
to Williams Dingmann Family 
Funeral Home in Sauk Rapids.

 Robert Otto Leaders was 

born on February 10, 1933, in 
Ottertail to Otto and Edna (Hart-
man) Leaders. He married Diane 
Maurer on September 8, 1967, in 

St. Cloud. Bob served his 
country in the United 

States Army as a 
paratrooper. He 
obtained his pi-
lot’s license and 
attended Spar-
tan School of 
Aeronautics in 
Tulsa, OK. Bob 
then obtained 

an aircraft and 
power plant license. 

He worked for and 
managed the St. Cloud 

Airport for many years. In 1969 
he purchased a farm and built an 
airfield, which became Leaders 
Flying Service. He was inducted 
into the Aviation Hall of Fame 
in 2018. He had many other 
hobbies in addition to his love 
for his work, such as pheasant 
hunting and deer hunting. Bob 
loved to collect old cars, tractors, 
and planes and could never pass 
up a good deal, especially at an 

auction. He enjoyed farming and 
bird watching, and he cherished 
“shop talk” with his customers. 
Most of all he enjoyed spending 
time with his family. Bob will be 
remembered for being a humble, 
honest, and generous man. “If 
Bob Leaders can’t fix it or fly 
it…forget it.”

 Bob is survived by his 
wife, Diane of Clear Lake; chil-
dren, Heidi (Harlon) Hendrick 
of Spearfish, SD, Dena Leaders 
of Owatonna, Nicole (Eric) Of-
tedahl of Sartell, Kerry (Mike) 
Pietrini of Maple Grove, Clark 
Leaders of Plymouth, Ryan 
(Becky) Leaders of Clear Lake, 
Kurt Leaders of Clear Lake, 
Suzette (Noah) Spanier of Park 
Rapids, and Chase (Nicolette) 
Leaders of Clear Lake; 15 grand-
children; and sister, Betty Menze 
of Fergus Falls. He was preceded 
in death by his parents; daugh-
ter, Tiffany in 2020; and sister, 
Elaine Lundgren.

 Obituary, Guest Book and 
Video Tribute available online: 
www.williamsdingmann.com.

 

Robert “Bob” O. Leaders, 89 Clear Lake, MN
February 10, 1933 – January 9, 2023

Myrtle Frances Jergenson, 
age 88 of Monticello, passed 
away peacefully on Sunday, 
January 8, 2023 surrounded by 
her family. She was born March 
18, 1934 in Bangor Township, 
the daughter of James and 
Olive (Albert) Mc-
Dougle.

Myrtle grew 
up in Sedan, 
MN, and com-
pleted the 10th 
grade from 
Sedan High 
School, and 
proudly ob-
tained her GED 
at the age of 55! 
She began cooking 
for thrashing crews on 
her family’s farm, and that 
expanded to her career of work-
ing in various cooking capacities.

At the age of 16, Myrtle met 
the love of her life, Stanton Jer-
genson, while working on her 
family owned switchboard. They 
were married on October 7, 1950, 
celebrating 60 years of blissful 
marriage before Stanton’s pass-

ing on November 8, 2010.
Myrtle enjoyed traveling and 

hiking in the mountains with her 
husband, crocheting and knitting 
-making an angel Christmas tree 
topper for all of her family, word 

search puzzles, and spending 
time with her family.

She was a faith-
ful member of 
Resurrection Lu-
theran Church 
in Monticello 
and loved her 
church family 
very much.

She was a 
spiritual and kind 

individual, who 
was always available 

when you needed her. 
Myrtle’s caring nature, and 

everlasting hugs will be missed 
by all.

She is preceded in death by 
her husband, Stanton Jergenson; 
parents, James and Olive Mc-
Dougle; infant daughter, Cynthia 
Jergenson; son and daughter-in-
law, Dennis and Pamela Jergen-
son; granddaughter, Kari Bender; 

great-grandson, Eli Lauermann; 2 
brothers; and 8 sisters.

Myrtle is survived by her 
children, Monica (Guy) Wake-
man, Vivian (Duane) Bender, 
Danny (Brenda) Jergenson, Craig 
(Bev) Jergenson; 13 grandchil-
dren; 23 great-grandchildren; 2 
great-great-grandchildren; broth-
ers, James McDougle, Johnny 
(Carol) McDougle; and many 
nieces, nephews, family and 
friends.

A special thank you to Good 
Shepherd Canary Creek Wing 
and Moments Hospice for the 
loving care they gave to Myrtle.

A funeral service will be 
held Tuesday, January 17, 2023 
at 11:00 AM, with visitation one 
hour prior, at Resurrection Lu-
theran Church, 9300 Jason Ave 
NE, Monticello, MN. Burial at 
Riverside Cemetery in Monti-
cello.

Serving the family is Peter-
son-Grimsmo Funeral Chapel of 
Monticello, MN. 763-295-2918. 
www.peterson-grimsmochapel.
com.

Myrtle Frances Jergenson, Age 88 Monticello, MN
March 18, 1934 – January 8, 2023

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 1/15/2023 Central

© 2023 Consumer Cellular Inc. For promo details please call 833-326-1710

CALL CONSUMER CELLULAR 833-326-1710

Off  First Month 
of New Service!

USE PROMO CODE: GZ59O

Citizens Alliance Bank seeks applicants for the following positions:
IT Help Desk - Clara City
Seasonal Banking Assistant - All Locations
Cash Management Specialist - Clara City
Operations Lead - Clara City
Credit Analyst/Loan Offi cer - Watertown
Insurance Agent - Montevideo
Loan Portfolio Offi cer - Clara City, Watertown
Compliance Manager - Clara City
VP Loan Offi cer - Clara City, Watertown, Sacred Heart
Loan Offi cer - Clara City
Part-time Teller - Howard Lake

To view our job postings or Apply Online please visit:
citizensalliancebank.com/careers

Citizens Alliance Bank is an EEO Employer

WE’RE HIRING!

Painting
JIM’S PAINTING

Becker - 763.261.2336
or 763.587.5170

INTERIOR PAINTING
WALLPAPERING
Affordable Rates

FREE Estimates



The Becker gymnas-
tics team had a successful 
Saturday, as they competed 
and took third in the Big 

Lake Hornet Classic Invita-
tional. Becker finished with 
136.65 points, while the 
Hornets won the event with 
a score of 144.75.

“We were extremely 
proud to take third place 
at this invitational,” Coach 
Jen Harmoning said. “It 
was a little bit like a pre-
view of the Section 7A 
championships with some 
other fantastic teams mixed 
in. We were able to put to-
gether a solid score despite 
dealing with adversity, and 
placed second among all 
the section 7A teams.”

Becker started with a 
strong team performance 
on the vault, despite miss-
ing usual stellar performer 
Lauren Woelfel.

“Emma Hennessey 
and Karli Kirk both hit 
two of their best vaults of 
the season to score 9.3 and 
9.25, respectively, placing 
them fifth and sixth on the 
event,” Harmoning said.  
Lillian Bonsante (8.65), 
Bella Kuschel (8.5), and 
Hailey Duncombe (8.4) all 
contributed solid vaults for 
the Bulldogs. 

The team continued 
its momentum next on the 
bars, where Hennessey 
(9.05) and Kirk (8.6) led 
the charge to place third 
and ninth, respectively.  

“The whole team of 
eight hit every routine and 
also stuck their dismounts,” 
Harmoning added, explain-
ing that their feet didn’t 
move when they landed 
their final flip off the bar.  
“This was a huge highlight 
for us to hit 8-for-8.”

Woelfel (7.9), Cassie 
Larson (7.85) and Wood-
ard (7.6) rounded out the 
Becker scoring.

Next, the balance beam 
proved to be a bit of a hic-
cup for the Bulldogs, as 
some great routines were 
mixed in with some falls.  
Harmoning noted that the 
girls were coming off the 
Holiday break and also 
missed several practices 
due to weather cancella-
tions.

“We are confident that 
this consistency will come 
around as we continue into 
the season,” Harmoning 

said. “It was also hard not to 
be able to rely on Woelfel’s 
usual steady performance 
on this event, but Kirk and 

Hennessey really 
stepped up their 
games for the 
third event in a 

row.”
This time it was Kirk 

who took the top spot for 
the team, scoring a per-
sonal record 9.2 which took 
second place in the meet. 
Hennessey’s stellar 8.9 was 
good enough for fifth place 
of all competitors, followed 
by Larson (7.5), Kuschel 
(7.35), and Woodard (6.45).

The final rotation was 
the floor exercise and Har-
moning said she was very 
happy with the routines.

“Bella Kuschel has re-
ally been starting to shine 
on this event,” Harmoning 
said. “It was fun watching 
her hit a great routine for a 
score of 8.9.”  

Hennessey was next 
with (8.8), followed by Hai-
ley Duncombe (8.75) - both 
personal records.

Lillian Bonsante (8.1) 
and Kirk (8.05) were the 
final Becker scores.

In the all around, Hen-
nessey grabbed third place 
in the field of some really 
amazing competitors with 
a personal record score of 
36.05.  

“She worked really 
hard all off-season and has 
been putting in so much ef-
fort every day in the gym,” 
Harmoning said. “Despite 
being only a freshman and 
a newcomer to the high 
school team, Kirk has 
been contributing really 
strong scores for us meet 
after meet as well. She also 
earned a personal record 
all-around score of 35.1, 
which gave her seventh 
place in the meet.”

Exhibition scores: 
vault : 8.45 Hailey Deters, 
8.15 Sofia Bonsante, 8.0 
Alison Woodard; bars: 7.35 
S. Bonsante, 7.1 Kuschel, 
7.0 Duncombe; beam: 7.55 
Sabrina Jensen, 7.0 Lau-
ren Biegler, 6.6 S. Bon-
sante; floor: 8.9 Larson, 8.0 
Woodard, 8.0 S. Bonsante.

Tigers
Last Thursday, Becker 

dominated the Princeton 
Tigers in a M8 meet, win-
ning 136.775 to 120.525.

“We knew that we 
have some scoring advan-
tages over Princeton, so 
our goal was to compete 
well and try to continue to 

give strong consistent per-
formances,” Harmoning 
said. “The girls had been 
working over break to learn 

some new skills to add to 
their routines, and it was 
fun to be able to try some 
of those at this meet.”

Becker swept the top 
five places on the bars: 1- 
Hennessey 8.825, 2-Kirk 
8.425, 3- (Tie) Lauren 
Woelfel and Cassie Larson 
8.1, 5- Alison Woodard 
7.8) before the Bulldogs 
turned to the vault.

“Woelfel has been 
battling a leg injury and it 
seemed to take a quick turn 
for the worse,” Harmoning 
said. “We decided it would 
be better to sit her out on 
vault than risk further in-
jury, so Hailey Duncombe 
stepped in and competed 
her vault without get-
ting a chance at the touch 
warm-up.  She did great for 
the team and tied for fifth 
place.”

Vault scores: Hen-
nessey (1 - 9.3), Kirk (2 
- 8.95), L. Bonsante (3 
- 8.475), Duncombe and 
Kuschel (tie - 5 - 8.3).

Floor scores: Kus-
chel   (1-8.75), Hennessey 
(2-8.6), Woelfel (3-8.525), 
Kirk (5- 8.4) and L. Bon-
sante (6- 8.2).

Beam scores: Hen-
nessey and Larson (tie 1st) 
8.775, Kuschel (3- 8.275), 
Woodard (4- 8.2) and Kirk 
(6- 7.725).

Hennessey and Kirk 
took the top two places in 
the all-around once again 
scoring 35.5 and 33.5 re-
spectively.
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Proudly 
serving the 

communities of 
Becker, 

Big Lake, 
Clear Lake and 

Clearwater!
We appreciate 

your 
business and 
readership!

Be a Patriot Page 
Sponsor! Call 

763.275.0275 to 
secure your ad

PROUD SPONSOR
OF THE 

NEWSPAPER,
EVENTS, ACTIVITIES

AND BUSINESSES
IN OUR LOCAL

COMMUNITIES!

763-262-5850
tjpottertrucking.com

Grateful for our 
community newspaper 

and all the events 
covered in our 

surrounding areas!

612.298.3608
Sarawaytashek 

@edinarealty.com

Good Luck Athletes!

Becker Sports/Area News

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Appreciative of our 
local newspaper! 

We proudly support 
our communities

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Mon. - Thu., 9am-5pm; Fri. 9am-1pm

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Call us for 
your business 

insurance needs.

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Mon. - Thu., 9am-5pm; Fri. 9am-1pm

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Bundled options 
available, call today 

for your quote.

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Mon. - Thu., 9am-5pm; Fri. 9am-1pm

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Life insurance, make 
sure you have the 
right protection.

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Mon. - Thu., 9am-5pm; Fri. 9am-1pm

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Do you own a boat, 
ATV, motorcycle or 
RV? Call today for a 

free quote.

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Mon. - Thu., 9am-5pm; Fri. 9am-1pm

Last Friday, the Becker 
and Big Lake boys and girls 
varsity basketball teams 
met for a varsity double 

header at Becker High 
School to renew this year’s 
version of the border battle. 
Becker Activities Director 
Dave Niemi estimated the 
standing room only crowd 
at 1,400 fans, as it was also 
Youth Night for the Becker 
programs.

The varsity double 
headers have been a big hit 
in the past few years, as it 
allows the players, coaches 
and fans for both the boys 
and girls programs the op-
portunity to see both squads 
in action. Add in the “High-
way 10 border battle” ex-
citement of Becker versus 
Big Lake and it leads to 
huge crowds and high en-
thusiasm in the gym.

“The atmosphere of the 
games is awesome as both 
the boys team and youth 
players were there to sup-

port the girls and celebrate 
the offseason commitments 
within both programs,” 
Becker girls coach Dan 

Baird said. “I 
loved seeing the 
gym packed for 
the boys game 

after we played.”
Baird’s team took the 

opening game 76 to 33, as 
the Bulldogs won the girls 
matchup in decisive fashion 
despite missing two start-
ers, Lexi Rose and Maren 
Westin, who are out with 
injuries.

Becker’s starters 
scored at will in the open-
ing half, running and gun-
ning to a 50 to 11 halftime 
lead before the second half 
was a mostly even affair. 

“We out-rebounded 
Big Lake by 16 and our 
goal was  plus ten,” Baird 
said after the game.  “We 
got a little sloppy with 14 
turnovers, as our goal was 
less than 10.  It was nice to 
get everyone in the game 
on our home court with that 
crowd!”

Becker held a huge ad-

vantage with 32 points off 
turnovers, compared to the 
Hornets’ 5.

Eleven Bulldogs saw 
action in the game, with 9 
players getting double digit 
minutes.

Baird credited Dani 
Nuest for her fine play, with 
24 points, including 5 three 
pointers.

Big Lake scoring: Ash-
ley Fitzgibbons 13, Rylie 
Sternquist 10, Abby Po-
lacec 3, Jessie Moyer 2 (3 
assists), Emma Jacobs 5 (5 
rebounds).

Becker scoring: Dani 
Nuest 24 (7 steals), Hannah 
Dierkes 5, Ayla Brown 15 
(5 assists), Reese Haus-
mann 12, Madison Bass 3, 
Liz Mackedanz 17 (9 re-
bounds).

Boys Nightcap
The boys teams then 

faced off in the nightcap 
and it was a wild affair, 
with the Bulldogs pulling 
away down the stretch for a 
79-72 win.

“The atmosphere 

felt like a section playoff 
game,” Coach Josh Ihrke 
said. “We settled down 
in the first half and I was 
proud of how the guys ex-
ecuted on both ends of the 
ball in the second half.”

The Hornets held a 37 
to 36 halftime lead and the 

opening nine minutes of 
the second half was much 
the same, with both teams 
playing extremely even.

The Hornets led 53 to 
52 with 9:10 remaining in 
the second half when Bull-
dog Kyan Blomquist broke 
away for a thunderous 
dunk, igniting the crowd 
and the Bulldog comeback.  
Big Lake would only led 
briefly one more time, 58 
to 57, with about 8 minutes 
left in the game.

Becker went ahead for 
good when Alex Weiss 
drove the lane for a bucket 
“and-one” - ultimately hit-
ting the free throw - and 
the three point play gave 
Becker the lead for good at 
60-58 with 7:18 left in the 
game.

Becker built its biggest 
lead of the game with 5:11 
remaining in the game as 
they pulled ahead 68 to 60.

However, the Hornets 
kept it close by pulling to 
within four points several 
times, only to be answered 
by a big Bulldog bucket 
every time to secure the 
win. Bulldog Mitchell 
Soltau twice stemmed the 
Hornet tide with layups at 
around the 2:00 mark to 
help Becker cling to the M8 
Conference win.

Big Lake scoring: 
Trevor Maruska 13 (5 
steals), Carson Kunz 21, 
Mitchell Hill 16, Owen 
Layton 7 (10 rebounds), 
Owen Wilczek 10, Isaiah 
Terlinden 5.

Becker scoring: Ryan 
Bengtson 1, Alex Weiss 
10, Kevin Vogl 2, Kyan 
Blomquist 13 (9 rebounds, 
5 assists), Sawyer Brown 
6, Julia Hendricks 18 (5 
rebounds), Brady Paumen 
23 (9 rebounds), Mitchell 
Soltau 6.

BECKER’S BRADY PAUMEN follows through on the flush for the 
Bulldogs with his big dunk in the first half versus Big Lake. Paumen 
would go on to score 23 points for the Bulldogs. (Photo by Mark 
Kolbinger.)

‘Dogs dominate basketball border battle

By Mark Kolbinger, Contributing Writer
production@patriotnewsmn.com

BECKER’S ALEX WEISS attacks the hoop in the first half of Beck-
er’s win over Big Lake. (Photo by Mark Kolbinger.)

BECKER’S JULIAS HENDRICKS  
posts up while being guarded 
by Big Lake’s Mitchell Hill.  Hen-
dricks would go on to score 18 
points for the Bulldogs. (Photo 
by Mark Kolbinger.)

ALISON WOODARD performs her tumbling series on the beam 
during the Hornet Classic. (Submitted photo.)

Bulldog gymnasts 3rd at Hornet Classic

By Mark Kolbinger, Contributing Writer
production@patriotnewsmn.com

HAILEY DUNCOMBE put together a strong performance on the 
bars during the Hornet Classic. (Submitted photo.)

BIG LAKE LIONS DONATE TO FOOD SHELF. Last month (December 14) the Big Lake Lions stopped 
by the Big Lake Food Shelf to drop off a donation of $3,000. The Lions give to the food shelf annu-
ally, and the money donated was raised throughout the year at various Lions Club events, such as 
the fish fry. Pictured (left to right): Chuck Martinson, Deb Johnson, Bob Noble, Norm Leslie, Sandy 
Mcclurg, and Tim Suchy. (Photo by Katherine Cantin.)
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Roger Haller
Broker/Sales Mgr.
320-267-8066

Kyle Haller
Broker/Owner

320-266-4567

Bob Crane
Realtor

612-790-3842

Dave Miller
Realtor/Auctioneer
320-266-4817

Dave Anderson
Realtor

320-249-7026
Becker Office

12908 1st St, 763-207-6683

Natasha Mago
Realtor

612-419-2237

Toni Knutson
Realtor

612-221-2956

Thank You
for trusting us with the sales of your properties in 2022!

# 1  B e c k e r  A r e a  R e a l  E s t a t e  T e a m

Julie Sell
Realtor

320-249-6963

Tom Nagorski
Realtor

612-308-4900

www.HallerRealtyHomes.com

sauk rapids Office
1310 2nd St N, 320-255-1911
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We look 
forward 

to serving 
you in 2023!

LUNDEEN from page 1

the Minnesota Mr. Football 
Selection Committee. Lun-
deen has also served as the 
head coach of the Outstate 
All-Star Team in 1994 and 
2013.

 Lundeen has earned 
many awards and honors 
over his 53 years in coach-
ing. He has been inducted 
into the National Coaches 
Association Hall of Fame 
(2019), Minnesota Activi-
ties Directors Hall of Fame 
(2014), Minnesota High 
School League Hall of 
Fame (2014) and the Min-
nesota Football Coaches 
Hall of Fame (2009). He 
is a four-time Minnesota 
Football Coach of the Year 
and was named Minnesota 
Athletic Administrator of 
the Year in 2003 and Min-
nesota Football Coaches 
Association Man of the 
Year in 2015.

 The AFCA has part-
nered with the College 
Football Playoff Foun-
dation’s Extra Yard for 
Teachers initiative to in-
spire and empower Pre-K-
12 teachers and coaches 
across the country. As part 
of this partnership, the 
2022 AFCA/AFCF Re-
gional Power of Influence 
Award winners – Kelli-
her, Saulsberry, Lundeen, 
King, and Sloat were each 
awarded with $1,000 in 
DonorsChoose grant funds 

on behalf of the AFCA and 
the College Football Play-
off Foundation.

Past Power of Influence 
Award winners include: 
Larry Dippel, Amarillo 
(Texas) H.S. (2002); John 
McKissick, Summerville 
(S.C.) H.S. (2003); Marcus 
Borden, East Brunswick 
(N.J.) H.S. (2004); Ron 
Stolski, Brainerd (Minn.) 
H.S. (2005); Sid Otton, 
Tumwater (Wash.) H.S. 
(2006); Rob Younger, 
Sweet Home (Ore.) H.S. 
(2007); George Smith, St. 
Thomas Aquinas (Fla.) 
H.S. (2008); Jim Drewry, 
Booneville (Miss.) H.S. 
(2009); Brent Steuerwald, 
Shenendehowa (N.Y.) H.S. 
(2010); Noel Dean, Lowell 
(Mich.) H.S. (2011); Andy 
Lowry, Columbine (Colo.) 
H.S. (2012); Bob Burt, Cy-
press (Calif.) H.S. (2013); 
Ott Hurrle, Scecina Memo-
rial (Ind.) H.S. (2014); Sam 
Harrell, Fort Worth Chris-
tian (Texas) H.S. (2015); 
Tony DeMatteo, Somers 
(N.Y.) H.S. (2016); Allan 
Trimble, Jenks (Okla.) H.S. 
(2017); Rick Jones, Green-
wood (Ark.) H.S. (2018); 
Dave Nelson, Minnetonka 
(Minn.) HS (2019); Don 
Smolyn, Lenape Valley 
Regional High School 
(2020) and Bill Blanken-
ship, Owasso (Okla.) High 
School (2021).

This is in great contrast 
to the usual practices of many 
of these ego-ridden athletes 
who push the boundaries on 
ethical behavior in front of 
millions of fans (remember 
Randy Moss’ “mooning”?) 
Tim Tebow was mocked 
and laughed at for kneeling 
in prayer during his career. 
Now, on the biggest stage in 
football, not one player was 
left standing.

Subsequently, during 
Hamlin’s recovery over the 
next several days, the entire 

world jumped on board to 
show their support for the 
Bills player. That meant mil-
lions of people connected to 
the rallying call of “praying 
for Damar”. 

God works in mysterious 
ways (smile).

One man’s infirmity 
in front of the whole world 
brought this country back to 
its knees. And God listened.

In my distress I called 
upon the Lord; to my God I 
cried for help. From his tem-
ple he heard my voice, and 

my cry to him reached his 
ears. — Psalm 18:6.

All 32 NFL teams spot-
lighted the call to “Pray for 
Damar” on their social media 
sites, stadiums and apparel. 
Dozens linked arms outside 
Hamlin’s Cincinnati hospital 
and prayed to the One who 
could heal him. And He did.

Damar is on the road to 
full recovery and was sent 
back home earlier this week. 
May that sudden urgency for 
God remain with us.

PRAY from page 1

DAMAR HAMLIN. (Photo 
from Buffalo Bills website).

The Becker Bulldogs 
took fourth and the Big Lake 
Hornets finished sixth at the 
2023 MNGWL (Minne-
sota Ninth Grade & under 
Wrestling League) Region 7 
TEAM Tournament Monday 
in Big Lake.

Holdingford was the re-
turning champion from 2022 

and repeated that feat by cap-
turing first place over Pierz in 
the final, 38-18. 

Becker began the tour-
nament as the #3 seed and 
beat Sartell-St. Stephen in the 
opener, 46-30. They then lost 
to Pierz, 54-22 to drop to the 

consolation round. 
Meanwhile, 

Big Lake, seeded 
#5, lost their 

opener to Foley, 58-22, then 
received a bye in round two 

before facing off against 
Becker in round three. The 
Hornets lost to the Bulldogs 
by a 46-24 score.

In round four, the Hor-
nets lost to Paynseville 54-18 
to capture sixth.

Becker, after beating Big 
Lake, lost to Foley in the third 
place match by a score of 42-
32.

Final standings were: 1st 
- Holdingford; 2nd - Pierz; 
3rd - Foley; 4th - Becker; 5th 

- Paynesville; 6th - Big Lake; 
7th - Sartell-St.Stephen.

The top three teams from 
the region advance to the 
MNGWL State Team Tour-
nament held in Mora on Sat., 
Jan 21.

More information re-
garding the MNGWL can be 
found at https://mngwl.word-
press.com/state-team-tourna-
ment/.

Big Lake hosts MNGWL Tournament

By Bill Morgan, Editor, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

COLORING CONTEST WINNERS!
Age group 6-10  

(left) Maisie Brum of 
Clear Lake 

(age 7) 

Age group 0-5  
(right) Zoe 
Roberts of 

Becker (age 5) 

Age group 11-15  (above right) Alivia Mlenek 
of Becker (age 12-1/2) 

Nice!
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