
By Penny Leuthard, 
Contributing Writer

The Clearwater com-
munity came together for 
a good cause again last 
weekend, participating in 
the Clearwater Legion Rid-
ers’ Annual Homeless Vets 
Run.

The day began with 
motorcycles heading out of 
town at 10:30 a.m., stop-
ping in Monticello, Zim-
merman, and St. Francis 
before ending the run back 
at the Clearwater Legion 
Post 323, where the rest of 
the community joined in.

Along with a shredded 
pork dinner, the event in-
cluded a live auction, silent 
auction, punch card draw-
ing, and gun and cash prize 
raffle. The evening ended 

with a street dance featur-
ing Stone Road Band.

This year’s auctioneer, 
Todd Utpadel, also enter-
tained the crowd with his 
musical talent before the 
band came on stage.

“We provided a safe 
environment so everyone 
would feel comfortable 
attending,” said Legion 
Riders Director Tanya 
Olin. “Along with plexi-
glass guards, there was 
no touching or sharing of 
food. There were hand san-
itizers located everywhere, 
and we provided bandanas 
for those who didn’t have 
masks.”

With the exception of 
the food, which was located 
inside the Legion, the entire 
event was held outside for 
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UPCOMING
PRIMARY ELECTION

Check back next week to see the 
primary election results from 

Tuesday’s election.

RECOGNITION PAGE
Keep an eye out for our special 

section page(s) dedicated to po-
lice and sheriff’s departments in a 
future edition (Aug.) of the Patriot. 

We are interested in 
our reader’s experiences with law 

enforcement, give us a 
call or email us at 

production@patriotnewsmn.com 
and tell us how they aided you.

FUTURE GUIDES
The Patriot is working on several 

exciting projects over the next 
few months including our annual 
Fall Home Guide, our Fall Sports 
Previews, our new and exciting 

Explore Big Lake guide and a spe-
cial publication to honor veterans 
in a centennial American Legion 
Guide. Call our office to find out 
how you can be a part of these 

great publications! 
763-275-0275.

A S H U T O S H 
DAHAL, 24, of St. Cloud 
drowned Saturday while 
tubing on Big Lake. See 
our story on page 3. 

NEWS & 
ADVERTISING 

DEADLINES
NEWS DEADLINES

With the newspaper wrap up 
occurring Wednesday evening, all 
news items submitted to run that 
Saturday must reach our office by 

Wednesday morning by 11 a.m.

SPORTS DEADLINES
Coaches and assistants are 

expected to contact our sports 
writers by Wednesday morning, 
11 a.m. at the latest to have their 

information included in that 
week’s publication.

CLASSIFIEDS DEADLINES
Information for classifieds need to 
be submitted to our staff by noon 
Wednesday to be included in that 

week’s publication of the PATRIOT.

CONTACT US
LEGALS/CLASSIFIEDS/OBITS

Call 763-275-0275 
or email Kathy @ 

legals.kathy@patriotnewsmn.com

SPORTS STORIES
Call 763-275-0275 or email Bill @
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

ADVERTISING
Call 763-275-0275 

or email Mary or Carol @ 
sales.carol@patriotnewsmn.com

WEBSITE
Check out each week’s content 

@ our website: 
www.patriotnewsmn.com

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Call 763-275-0275 
or email Kathy @ 

legals.kathy@patriotnewsmn.com

763-275-0275

INSIDE
BECKER NEWS

Seth and Nicole Hubbard held a 
unique gender reveal event last 
week that was right on target.

See their story 
on page 10.

BIG LAKE NEWS
The Big Lake Legion baseball 

team won two-of-three games 
as of late. 

See their story on page 11.

SHERBURNE COUNTY NEWS
Mystery seed packs in your mail? 

See our county story on page 8 
to find out how to deal with the 

unsolicited package.
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Submitted Article

The Minnesota State High 
School League (MSHSL) 
is taking a mixed ap-
proach to the return of 
fall sports amid the 
ongoing coronavirus 
pandemic, with both 
football and volley-
ball moving to spring.

In a special Zoom 
meeting, MSHSL board 

members voted to move foot-
ball to spring on a 13-5 vote. An 

earlier board motion to play 
football in the fall with 

restrictions failed on a 
12-6 vote.

Several board 
members noted 
football is con-
sidered to be high 
risk for coronavirus 

No Friday night lights this fall

            ACTIVITIES to page 11

By Bill Morgan, 
Staff Writer

At last month’s Big 
Lake City Council meeting,  
Community Development 
Director/ Big Lake EDA 
Executive Director Hanna 
Klimmek gave a commu-
nity development update to 
council.

Housing
Klimmek said sin-

gle-family building permit 
applications issued year-to-
date totaled 26 with five in 
review.

 Klimmek said the fol-
lowing projects are in pro-
duction including:

• Crossings Phase II – 
38 Affordable Townhome 
Rental Units (Developer – 
Duffy Development);

• Station Street Apart-
ments Phase 1 & 2 – 70 
Market Rate Rental Units 
(Developer – Kuepers, 
Inc.);

• Sandhill Villas 
(HOA) – 12-Unit Sin-
gle-Family Development 
Project (Developer – Troy 
Siemers);

• Marketplace Cross-
ings I & II – 120 Market 

Rate & Affordable Rental 
Units (Developer – Com-
monBond);

• Big Lake Station 
– 125 Affordable Rental 
Units for Family’s and 55+ 
(Developer – Aeon);

• Avalon Estates – 
108 Units for 55+ (Patio 
Homes, Twin Homes, Apt. 
Building), (Developer – 
Avalon Homes).

Commercial/
Industrial
Klimmek noted the fol-

lowing commercial/indus-
trial projects in Big Lake 
including:

•  Minnco Credit Union 
– New construction/new 
business (Opened June 22);

• Wastewater Treat-
ment Facility – City 
facility expansion (In con-
struction);

• Great River Federal 
Credit Union – New con-
struction/new business 
(Waiting on final applica-
tions);

• Nystrom & Associ-
ates – New construction 
(Working through prelimi-
nary applications).

Permit Activity 

Development in 
Big Lake seeing 
an up tick

Submitted Article

The Wright County 
Sheriff’s Office is re-
questing the public’s as-
sistance in locating Tony 
Conley Perry, age 52. 
Perry was reported miss-
ing July 9 and was last 
seen in the area of How-
ard Lake. His family and 
friends have not heard 
from him since and it is 
unlike him to not keep in 
contact with them.

Perry is 5’6” and 
weighs approximately 
200 lbs. He has brown 
eyes.

Authorities, family 
and friends are concerned 
for his well-being.

If anyone has seen 
or knows the where-
abouts of Tony Conley 
Perry, contact the Wright 
County Sheriff’s Office 
tipline at 763.682.7736 or 
call 911. Case number is 
20018514.

TONY CONLEY PERRY, 
52 has been missing since July 9. 
(Submitted Photo).

Missing man sought in Wright County

By Mark Kolbinger, 
Contributing Writer

Many area churches 
were forced to cancel 
their Vacation Bible 
School (VBS) summer 
programs this year due 
to COVID-19 concerns, 
but that decision was 
something that stuck 
in the mind of Peggy 
Berger, faith formation 
coordinator for St. Mar-
cus Catholic Church in 
Clear Lake.  

“It was killing me 
to not do VBS,” said 
Berger.

She had been in-
volved in many VBS 
efforts in the past and al-
though her program was 
canceled in June, she 
was looking for a way to 
offer an option for fam-
ilies.  What started as a 
discussion with a friend 
who attends Faith Lu-
theran Church in Becker 
ended up as a three 
church effort to offer a 
self-paced, Bible-based 
adventure held outdoors 

for students pre-k to 5th 
grade.  South Santiago 
Lutheran Church joined 
the planning and the 
program was offered on 
the campus of Faith Lu-
theran last week, from 
Sunday through Thurs-
day evenings.

Each church com-
munity sponsored a 
tented area that related 
to the theme of “Rocky 
Railway”, the original 
motif for St. Marcus’ 
2020 program.

Crafts, Music and 

Bible Stories were the 
three areas, while there 
were also games and a 
snack station for stu-
dents to enjoy.

Families were al-
lowed to go through 
the stations at their own 
pace, which were phys-
ically distanced on the 
church grounds.  Volun-
teers from each church 
were on hand to help at 
each stop.

Staff wore masks at 

THESE YOUNGSTERS were on hand to help the 
elementary school aged children who were attending 
the Vacation Bible School. (Submitted Photo).

A Cooperative Effort For VBS

BIG LAKE to page 3

VBS to page 14

VET RUN to page 6

By Katherine Cantin, 
Staff Writer

Summer is coming to an 
end, and many students and 
parents in the community 
are anxious to know exactly 
what is in store for them this 
fall. There is still a lot of un-
certainty about what exactly 
the school year will look like, 
but there is one thing that 
Becker educators want you to 
know: things will not be done 
the same way they were last 
spring. 

The Model for 
Fall Semester
The school board, as of 

the writing of this article, 
has yet to make a final deci-
sion on which learning model 
will be used for the upcom-
ing fall semester. That being 

said, a survey of school staff 
showed about 81% of re-
spondents being in favor of 
in-person learning, accord-
ing to superintendent Jeremy 
Schmidt during Monday’s 
school board meeting. He 
went on to say that 88.8% of 
responses from a community 
survey were also in favor of 
in-person schooling. He also 
mentions that Becker has few 
cases of COVID-19 compared 
to surrounding communities. 
The goal is to have students 
attend in-person, if at all pos-
sible.

Three Different 
Learning Models 
Proposed
The school district has 

prepared three different 
learning models that can be 
adapted as the COVID-19 sit-
uation develops. The model to 

BACK TO SCHOOL 
WITH COVID-19

be used will be determined by the number of cases in the community, 
feedback from parents and students, and Minnesota’s guidelines. 

In-Person Learning
The first model will be all in-person learning. In this model, students 

would attend school physically, Monday through Friday, during normal 
school hours. Social distancing would be encouraged whenever possi-
ble, but classrooms and busses would otherwise be filled to capacity. 
Classrooms and busses would be disinfected every night, and high-traf-
fic areas will be disinfected several times throughout the school day. 
Students and staff would be required to wear masks, as per Governor 
Tim Walz’s executive order, and would be encouraged to frequently 
sanitize their hands.
SCHOOL to page 2

Clearwater Legion 
Riders hold annual 
Homeless Vets Run



Students and Staff
Masks will be required 

for students and staff accord-
ing to Governor Walz’s ex-
ecutive order. Masks will be 
provided to both students and 
staff. Superintendent Schmidt 
noted that this was a contro-
versial topic among parents, 
but that this decision was not 
one for the school board to 
make.

Providing Internet to 
the Whole Community
Minnesota School Board 

Association (MSBA) rec-
ommended the school board 
contact legislature regarding 
broadband access grants. 
Some money was desig-
nated from the CARES act to 
help provide internet access 
to those who didn’t have it. 
There are a number of spots 
within the Becker school 
district that have poor or no 
access to internet. Superin-
tendent Schmidt noted the 
importance of internet access 
for all Becker residents in case 
of another situation like last 
spring’s. The board passed a 
resolution of support for the 
Border to Border Broadband 
Access Grant Program. In the 
meantime, families that lack 

the internet service they need 
to continue education can 
qualify for free internet ser-
vice with the Arvig Education 
Assistance Program by calling 
(888) 992-7844. 

Questions from Parents
An email was sent out re-

cently with links to videos of 
the four Becker school prin-
cipals explaining the different 
learning models. The princi-
pals encouraged any parents 
with questions to contact them 
directly. Their contact infor-
mation is listed below.

Mr. Christensen, Primary 
School Principal: 763-261-

6330, dchristensen@isd726.
org

Mr. Boyer, Intermediate 
School Principal: 763-261-
4504, nboyer@isd726.org

Chantel Boyer, Middle 
School Principal: cboyer@
isd726.org

Dave Kreft, High School 
Principal: dkreft@isd726.org 

Page 2 • Patriot, Saturday, August 8, 2020 

County News

Cattle from our private stock - farm fresh. corn fed Angus Beef. Call to Place Your Order! 

BEEF SIDES 
S3391b 

Rump Roast 
Round or Cube Steak 
Sirloin Tip Steak or Roast 
Ground Beef, 80 lb. 
Chuck Blade Roast or Steak 
Chuck Arm Roast 
Prime Rib Roast or 

Rib Steak 

BEEF FRONTS 
1/4s S3391b 
Chuck Blade Roast 

or Steak 
Beef Roast Cross Rib 
Ground Beef - avg. 50 lbs. 
Short Ribs 'optional 
Soup Bone 'optional 
Stew Meat 'optional 

::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::'.:::::::::: 

Porterhouse Steak 
T-Bone Steak 
Sirloin Steak 

Short Ribs "optional 
Stew Meat 'optional 
Soup Bone "optional 

Chuck Arm Roast 
Prime Rib Roast or 

Rib Steak 

BEEF HINDS 
1/4s S3591b 
Porterhouse Steak 
T-Bone Steak 
Sirloin Steak 
Rump Roast 
Round or Cube Steak 

Sirloin Tip Steak 
or Roast 

Ground Beef, 50 lb. 
Soup Bones *optional 
Stew Meat 'optional 

We are a full service Beef 

BEEF_SPllTS 
1/2s 

S3441b 
& Pork processing plant. ':_:!II��,�-Call far details �..il! � l,..c; - � 

14068 Bank St., becker
(ACROSS FROM SHERBURNE STATE BANK)

Hours: Sun-Thurs 11am-9pm Fri & Sat 11am-10pm

DINE IN ONLY! • MUST PRESENT 

COUPON • ONE COUPON PER VISIT
DINE IN ONLY! • MUST PRESENT 

COUPON • ONE COUPON PER VISIT

763-275-0270

 $30 or 
more!

$10 OFF$10 OFF
EXPIRES: AUG. 22, 2020

Sherburne County SUP Coalition 
would like to thank the following businesses for 

supporting your community by participating  

in the 2020 Sticker Shock Campaign. 

sherburnesupcoalition.org 

• Beck’s Pub & Jubilee Liquor 
• Briggs Lake Liquor 
• Lake Liquors 
• Northbound & Westbound Liquor 
• P&A Liquor & Uptown Offsale 
• Rogers Wines & Spirits 
• Sand Dunes Spirits 

Directions: From Big Lake —1 1/2 mi. S of Hwy. 10 on Co. Rd. 43
From Monticello —3 mi. E of Hwy. 25 on Co. Rd. 14 

763-263-1171 or 763-370-3546

See Bob & Judy for all your landscape needs!
Come & See our selection of:

Shrubs, perennials, decorative rock, mulch, 
black dirt & much more!

DELIVERY AVAILABLE!

Melons are on the way! Call for Availability
OPEN: Mon - Sat (9am - 6pm), Sun (10am-5pm)

SWEET CORN and TOMATOES

Svihel Vegetable Farm
PICKLING CUCUMBERS, TOMATOES & GREEN BEANS

6 Mi. S of Foley or 10 mi. N of Becker on Hwy 25 & Duelm Rd

FRESH PICKED

CANTALOUPE & WATERMELON
SWEET CORN

Produce

“70 Years of Gold 
Buying Experience”

Dvorak Optical is now 
open. We offer name 
brands that include 
Kate Spade, Fossil, 

Tommy Hilfiger, Ovvo 
and so much more!

25% off
your first complete pair of glasses!

Exp. 09/30/2020

1311 2nd Street N. Sauk Rapids, MN 
Call 320.774.3666

Check us out on Facebook - Dvorak Optical

John Dvorak, M.D.

Kayleen Wagner, O.D.

GLASSES

FOR ALL

AGES!

Real Estate

13934 1ST SE, BECKER 763-261-9921

OFF SALE: STOP IN AND CHECK OUT
OUR WINE AND LIQUOR SPECIALS

HORSERACES & MEAT RAFFLE
OUR NEW HOURS ARE: 

SUN., MON., TUESDAY 11 AM - 10PM; 
WED., THURS., 11 AM - 1 AM; 

FRI., SAT., 10 AM - 1AM

every Friday night!

Call me, Kathy Nelson, for 
all your real estate needs 

612.219.8644ALL SEASONS
R E A L  E S T A T E

New price improvement on this 3 BR/3BA 
WO Rambler situated on 2.78 wooded acres. 

Call for your private showing today!

8267 
172nd Ave, 

Becker - 
$309,900

Keller Lake Commons in Big Lake, now an Assisted Living Community 
offering full apartments ranging from 644 to 956 square feet. Cable is 

included in rents for private pay and GRH renters. Accepting EW and CADI. 
For more information please contact Nicole Gilder, Housing Director at 

763-263-2363 or check us out online at www.kellerlakecommons.com

Submitted Article

The Sherburne County 
Substance Use Prevention 
(SUP) Coalition invited 
local liquor retailers in the 
Sherburne County area 
to partner in our 
Sticker Shock 
effort to pre-
vent the un-
derage use 
of alcohol. 
A l t h o u g h 
t y p i c a l l y 
done prior to 
prom and grad-
uation season, 
their efforts were delayed 
due to COVID-19 con-
cerns, so the activity was 
conducted between June 

and July. Celebrations with 
alcohol are common during 
summer months and can 
turn dangerous for under-
age drinkers.

Retail stores make a 
profit from selling alcohol 

and this activity allows 
them to help prevent 

problems by try-
ing to reach those 
adults who buy 
alcohol legally 
and give it to 
youth.

10  local 
businesses par-

ticipated in Sticker 
Shock, including:

• Beck’s Pub and Jubi-
lee Liquor (posters only) in 
Becker;

• Briggs Lake Liquor 
in Palmer Township;

• Lake Liquors in Big 
Lake;

• Northbound and 
Westbound Liquor in Elk 
River;

• P&A Liquor and Up-
town Offsale in Zimmer-
man;

• Rogers Wines & 
Spirits in Rogers;

• Sand Dunes Spirits in 
Orrock Township.

Participating retailers 
were asked to place the tags 
on their inventory rather 
than using coalition volun-
teers. Retailers placed ap-
proximately 2,000 stickers 
and over 600 bottle hangers 
on alcoholic beverages that 

might appeal to underage 
drinkers with a warning 
message about the penal-
ties for providing alcohol 
to anyone under 21.

The SUP Coalition 
would like to thank the 
participating businesses for 
supporting your commu-
nity and helping to keep our 
youth safe!

The Sherburne County 
Substance Use Prevention 
Coalition is a communi-
ty-focused organization 
on a mission to prevent 
substance use among our 
youth by promoting safe 
and healthy choices. For 
more information on the 
coalition, visit www.sher-
burnesupcoalition.org.

Fifth annual Sticker Shock campaign

PRINCIPALS NATHANIEL BOYER (LEFT) AND 
DALE CHRISTENSEN (RIGHT) of the Intermediate and 
Primary schools, respectively, presented the proposed mod-
els for school attendence in a YouTube video. (Photo from 
video capture).

Hybrid Learning
The second model is hy-

brid learning. This would in-
volve a mixture of in-person 
and distance learning. 

K-5 students would still 
attend school Monday through 
Friday with normal school 
hours, but classrooms would 
be “redefined” so that students 
can spread out and distance 
themselves from one another. 
This would involve using 
large areas as classrooms, 
such as using the gymnasium 
or the field house. In this 
model, elementary school stu-
dents would continue to phys-
ically attend in school since 
those students whose parents 
worked would probably only 
end up in a daycare program. 

Middle school and high 
school students, on the other 
hand, would only attend school 
two days per week. Students 
with last names A-K would 
attend school on Mondays 
and Tuesdays, and would be 
distance learning on Wednes-
days, Thursdays, and Fridays. 
Students with last names L-Z 
would be distance learning 
on Mondays, Tuesdays, and 
Wednesdays, and would phys-
ically attend on Thursdays and 
Fridays. Wednesdays would 
be reserved for disinfecting 
learning areas. In cases where 
students of the same house-
hold have different last names, 
the last name of the oldest 
student would determine the 
group for all the younger sib-
lings as well.

Distance Learning
The final model is dis-

tance learning. Students would 
be learning online rather than 
be in a physical classroom. 
Students doing distance learn-
ing would still be expected 
to attend class at the required 
time, and they would stream 
the classes using a computer 
or tablet. Distance learning 
would be much different than 
the “crisis teaching” of last 
spring. Students would have 
a lot more structure than they 
did before.

Any families that cannot, 
or do not wish, to have their 
students attend school phys-
ically may opt into distance 
learning at any time, despite 
which model the school is fol-
lowing. Likewise, any student 
who has special circumstances 
may qualify to be at school 
full-time, regardless of the 
model being used.

If students who opt into 
distance learning do not at-
tend class, or are otherwise not 
doing sufficiently well with 
their studies, then the school 
may work with families to find 
a way for the student to safely 
attend school in-person.

Homeschooling 
and Private Schooling
Some parents are consid-

ering having their student do 
homeschool or private school 
this upcoming school year. 
Superintendent Schmidt ad-
dressed this during the school 
board meeting, noting that 
the result of many families 
pulling their students out of 
Becker schools could result in 
less funding for the schools. 
He asked parents who were 
considering homeschooling 
their students to try the dis-
tance learning model, and to 
supplement it in whatever way 
they see fit. He says that with 
the distance learning model, 
students still have the opportu-
nity to interact with their peers, 
albeit virtually. Some parents 
may want to enroll their stu-
dents in private schools that 
guarantee in-person learning 
for students. These parents 
are encouraged to review the 
models the Becker school dis-
trict has set up and to contact 
Becker schools with any ques-
tions they may have.

Masks for 

SCHOOL from page 1
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Big Lake News

Save even more with Geo-Thermal!
 Call & ask us how!

Call 320.253.4859   www.MechEnergy.comHEATING

PLUMBING

Call 320.253.4859 MechEnergy.com

COOLING

ELECTRIC

We believe your home should be safe, comfortable, durable                   

with continuing education and training to ensure we are offering             
the very latest in comfort solutions.

Heating, Cooling, Plumbing, & Electrical

L OC A L  P L U M B IN G  S P E C IA L IS TYour Heating, Cooling, Plumbing and Electrical experts

7

YOUR HEATING, COOLING, PLUMBING & ELECTRICAL EXPERTS

GOTCHA!
Perfect place for an 
ad right? Call us at 

763.275.0275

HAPPY 60TH ANNIVERSARY 
MOM AND DAD!

Mike & Shelly, Mark & Mary, Bob & Diane
and all your Grandchildren and Great Grandchildren.
Not everyone gets to wish their parents a Happy 60th 
Anniversary, we are the lucky few.   Thanks for being

great role models and an inspiration to us all.

Dayle and Jean Meyer are celebrating 
their 60th Wedding Anniversary on August 9th.

Heritage
Montessori

School

Call for info: 
263-0550

310 Lake St. S. Big Lake • heritagemontessorimn.com

• Preschool 
•Kindergarten 

• Childcare

Now Enrolling 
For Fall!

Open house dates: 
Aug. 3 or 24 & Sept. 3 
 from 5-7pm
www.beckerstarz.com
email: beckerstarz@gmail.com

• This is our 24th year 
   in the community
• Professional and 
   passionate teachers
• Family friendly
• Affordable tuition 
   and costumes
• Ballet, tap, jazz, hip hop, 
   lyrical, and pointe
• Class sizes are 
   limited--register early!

less
government
less
government

fighting to end Walz’s shutdown, restore local control

cutting red tape, taxes & growing jobs

100% pro-life, 100% pro-2nd amendment

endorsed by NRA-PVF, MN Gun Owners, MN GOP, MCCL

Shane vocally opposed Gov. Walz’s overreach like shutting down businesses and blocking kids from 
going to school. Shane has voted to return those decisions to Minnesotans and their representatives

As a small business owner, Shane knows firsthand all of the roadblocks government puts 
up for employers. Shane has pushed to reduce mandates and regulations so we can grow 
more good-paying jobs in Central Minnesota.

Shane has a strong record of protecting life including fighting to eliminate 
taxpayer-funded abortions and to increase regulations on abortion clinics.

shane@shanemekeland.com • www.shanemekeland.com

Prepared and paid for by Shane Mekeland for Mn House 15B, 
P.O. Box 176, Becker, MN 55308

strong supporter of law enforcement

935 Clearwater Professional Building
((332200))  555588--22220011

Tues: 10:30 - 6:30 • Wed., Fri.: 8:30 - 4:30
ALSO: 1500 Northway Drive, St. Cloud

Member of American
Academy of Dental

Group Practice

“A Reason to
Smile!”

Jeff Flemming, DDS
Brent Deragisch, DDS

763-568-5558

DEBBIE’S CLEANING 
SERVICE, LLC

Buzz
Me

Homes • Offices • New Construction

“busy as a bee”

BUSINESS & 
professional 

services directory

Dental

Cleaning

Serving the Metro &
Surrounding Areas Since 1967

www.c-sblacktopping.com
Major Credit Cards accepted 

FREE ESTIMATES
aa  ““ggrreeeenn””  ppaavviinngg  ccoonnttrraaccttoorr

RESIDENTIAL COMMERCIAL
PAVING CONTRACTORS

763.428.2225

Asphalt

NEED PAVING?
WE’RE READY TO ROLL!
Custom Asphalt & Concrete 

Exclusive to the area
WHAT IS FIBER-MIX?

Omann Brothers has acquired the 
best asphalt product on the market 
that is more durable for driveways!

Delivering quality workmanship to 
residential & commercial for over 40 years. 
CALL TODAY -FREE ESTIMATES!

Albertville, MN
763-497-8259

www.omanninc.com

Brothers Paving Inc.

Paving
SOD

BECKER SOD
• Premium Kentucky Bluegrass

• Delivered, Installed or Pickup
CONVENIENT SELF-SERVE 

AT END OF DRIVEWAY
7162 165th Ave. SE, Becker
1 (763) 261-5363 or 
call 1-800-677-9356

www.beckersod.com

SodSod

By Bill Morgan, Reporter

A 24-year-old St. 
Cloud man drowned Satur-
day evening after falling off 
a floating tube on Big Lake.

Big Lake Police and 
the Sherburne County 
Sheriff’s Office Dive Team 
were called to the lake’s 
swimming beach at around 
7:45 p.m. after a witness 
said they saw a man fall off 
the tube and go under the 
water without resurfacing.

Several people went to 
search for him but were un-
able to locate the man.

The sheriff’s office 
dive team eventually found 
Ashutosh Dahal at 9:30 
p.m. in around nine-to-10 
feet of water.

Sher i f f ’s  Off ice 
spokesman David Unze 
said Dahal was at the beach 
with friends and floating on 
the tube alone when he fell 
off.

Dahal was an alumni 
of St. Xavier’s College in 
Kathmandu, Nepal. The 
institution expressed con-
dolences to Dahal’s friends 

and family Sunday. He 
recently graduated with a 
degree in computer science 
from St. Cloud State Uni-
versity.

Unze said authorities 
reached Dahal’s family in 
Nepal to notify them of the 
drowning.

ASHUTOSH DAHAL, 
24, died Saturday while tub-
ing on Big Lake. (Submitted 
Photo).

St. Cloud Man 
Drowns In 
Big Lake

Submitted Article

On July 16, at approx-
imately 10:02 a.m., Big 
Lake police 
officers were 
dispatched to 
the 5000 block 
of Mitchell Rd. 
on a report of a 
suicidal male 
with a gun. 

Big Lake 
Officers, along 
with Sherburne 
County Dep-
uties, arrived 
on scene. Offi-
cers observed 
a male, Ron-
ald Richter 
(Age 59 – Big 
Lake), sitting 
in a chair at 
the edge of the garage with 
a gun to his head, refusing 
to put it down. Richter told 
officers he intended to point 
a gun at law enforcement so 

police would shoot him. 
Richter put the gun to 

his side, then pointed the 
gun directly at several of-

ficers. A 
short time 
later, Rich-
ter dropped 
the maga-
zine from 
the gun 
and gave it 
to a family 
m e m b e r . 
R i c h t e r 
was then 
taken into 
custody. 

R i c h -
ter  was 

transported 
to a nearby 
hospital for 
an evalua-

tion. Richter was charged 
by criminal complaint with 
three (3) counts of Felony 
2nd Degree Assault.  

RONALD RICHTER, 
59 of Big Lake. (Sherburne 
County Jail Photo).

Suspect charged 
for pointing gun at 
Big Lake officers 

- June
Klimmek said there 

have been 11 single-family 
permits issued totalling 23 
in 2020. She said there were 
zero multi-family permits 
issued in June with just two 
totaled on the year.

Four commercial new/
remodel/addition permits 
were issued in June to bring 
the YTD total to 14. Re-
models/decks/misc. had 40 
permits pulled, totalling 153 
on the year. Thirteen permits 
for HVAC/mechanical were 
approved, bringing the YTD 
total to 42.

Eighteen permits were 
issued for plumbing proj-
ects, totaling 46 on the year. 
Twenty-seven permits were 
granted for zoning projects, 
bringing that yearly total to 
98. There were zero land al-
teration permits issued (just 
three YTD) and two fire per-

mits were granted, bringing 
the total to 12 in 2020.

Permit Revenue 
– June
Total permit fees in June  

totaled $91,850.22 with 
plan reviews coming in at 
$32,256.42 for a grand total 
of $124,109.64.

Permit Activity 
– 2020 Summary
The 2020 total valua-

tion equals $19,288,779.50 
through June 30 with 
$247,852.59 credited to per-
mit fee and plan reviews.

Comparisons
Klimmek said 40 more 

permits have been processed 
so far compared to 2019; 
$109,257.03 more fees have 
been collected in the month 
of June, 2020 than in June 
of 2019;  $100,633.79 more 
fees have been collected 
YTD than in 2019.

BIG LAKE from page 1



I am going to ask for 
a little engagement as you 
read this, so please humor 
me. If you have felt tempted 
to worry during this pan-
demic, please raise your 
hand. Is it up? Mine cer-
tainly is.

As the pandemic began 
unfolding, I felt a nagging 
feeling creeping up on me. I 
tried to describe it, but strug-
gled to pinpoint the right 
word. Then, a realization 
occurred. The elusive word? 

Temptation. 
I started to feel a temp-

tation to fear and worry, as I 
got drawn into the news re-
ports, and daily press confer-
ences.

While we do need to 
keep ourselves informed, we 
do need to guard our hearts 
and minds as we process that 
information. We can’t forget 
who God is, and remem-
ber that nothing is beyond 
His reach. As I felt myself 
tempted to fear and worry, 
I had to intentionally stop 
myself and declare “I am not 
going to worry! I am going to 
pray.” 

The truth is, worrying 
isn’t going to produce any re-
sults, other than elevate stress, 
and allow fear to gain a foot-
hold. God is still God, and a 
pandemic certainly cannot 
change that! 

I know prayer changes 
things. In James 5:16, “the 
prayer of a righteous person 
is powerful and effective.” 

I witnessed the power of 
a simple prayer. 

Two years ago, my 
grandfather, “Pappa,” was 
in the hospital, terminally ill. 
I was staying in the hospital 
room with him. In the mid-
dle of the night, he woke up 
in pain. Sitting hunched over 
in his hospital bed, he began 
to cry. A shoulder-shaking, 
powerless kind of cry. He 
was a bearded mountain-man 
from the Appalachian hills of 
Virginia, and all my life I’d 
never seen him shed a single 
tear. It was heartbreaking. I 
said, “Pappa, I don’t know 
what to do. I can say a prayer 
for you, if you want?” and 
without even lifting his head, 
he mumbled, “ok.” 

Prayer wasn’t something 
we talked about and I didn’t 
know where he was in his 
walk with God. I awkwardly 
put my hand on his shoulder, 
bowed my head and prayed, 
“Lord, we need You.” Pappa 
suddenly sat up as straight 
as a rail, with his shoulders 
pulled back - as if a jolt had 
gone through him. He looked 
up at me with an expression 
of amazement and shock, and 
through tears he said, “I just 
felt the pain lift right up off of 
me.” Now we both had tears 
in our eyes; we knew God 

had just touched him. 
The next morning, I 

called Pappa’s sister, my 
great-aunt Eunice, and told 
her about the prayer experi-
ence. She said, “I have been 
praying - God will You 
please touch him.” She’d had 
an old gospel song on her 
mind, called “He Touched 
Me.” Whether God answers 
prayers within seconds, or 
years, be assured that prayer 
is powerful and effective.

Prayer builds relation-
ship with God, helps us ma-
ture in our faith, and renews 
our mind. We are instructed 
to pray in Colossians 4:2, 
“Devote yourselves to prayer, 
being watchful and thankful.”

One of my favorite scrip-
tures is Philippians 4:6-7. It 
has helped me conquer fear. 
“Do not be anxious about 
anything, but in every situa-
tion, by prayer and petition, 
with thanksgiving, present 
your requests to God. And 
the peace of God, which tran-
scends all understanding, will 
guard your hearts and your 
minds in Christ Jesus”. 

Notice the command 
and the promise? It says “DO 
NOT” be anxious about any-
thing.  It’s not a mere sug-
gestion. I love the promise 
we find here, “The peace of 
God WILL guard your hearts 
and minds”. It doesn’t say it 
“might” guard your hearts 
and minds, it says it WILL.

Jesus prayed often, and 
He is the son of God. I be-
lieve we need prayer all the 
more! Jesus modeled prayer 
for us in Matthew 6:9-13, 
“Our Father which art in 
heaven, Hallowed be thy 
name. Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done in earth, as it 
is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread. And forgive 
us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil: For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever. Amen.” It’s 
a daily prayer. 

Jesus prayed in thanks-
giving, and in moments of 
joy. He prayed for God’s will 
to be done, above and beyond 
His own. He prayed for oth-
ers, for Himself, before and 
after miracles, and with His 
final breath. He even prayed 

for you, me, and all future 
believers, in John 17:20, “I 
pray also for those who will 
believe in me through their 
message” Keep praying, 
don’t lose hope.

Persistence is empha-
sized in Luke 18:1-8 when 
Jesus told his disciples a par-
able to show them that they 
should always pray and not 
give up. He said: “In a cer-
tain town there was a judge 
who neither feared God nor 
cared what people thought. 
And there was a widow in 
that town who kept coming 

to him with the plea, ‘Grant 
me justice against my adver-
sary.’”

 “For some time he re-
fused. But finally he said to 
himself, ‘Even though I don’t 
fear God or care what people 
think, yet because this widow 
keeps bothering me, I will see 
that she gets justice, so that 
she won’t eventually come 
and attack me!’”

And the Lord said, “Lis-
ten to what the unjust judge 
says. And will not God bring 
about justice for his chosen 
ones, who cry out to him day 
and night? Will he keep put-
ting them off? I tell you, he 
will see that they get justice, 
and quickly. However, when 
the Son of Man comes, will he 
find faith on the earth?”

We need to pray, and 
also believe. Stand firm in 
faith. God hears your prayers, 
and will answer them in ac-
cordance with His will, and 
timing. God is sovereign. He 
has a bird’s-eye view, while 
ours is more like looking 
through a little peephole. In 
Ephesians 3:20, we read that 
God “is able to do immeasur-
ably more than all we ask or 
imagine.” We serve a mighty 
God! In Romans 11:33, “Oh, 
the depth of the riches of the 
wisdom and knowledge of 
God! How unsearchable his 
judgments, and his paths be-
yond tracing out!”

God is good, and He is 
just. He is merciful, and He 
is faithful. Your prayers are 
in good hands, His plans can-
not be thwarted. God is om-
nipotent; all powerful. He is 
omniscient; all knowing. He 
is omnipresent; He is always 
with us, and He is every-
where. 

Back to school plans 
were announced by Gover-
nor Walz last Thursday. 

The administration 
is allowing local districts 
to plan their initial return, 
though under state guide-
lines and with the knowl-
edge that the Department of 
Health will monitor every 
district on a two-week roll-
ing average. 

The plan ranges from 
in-person schooling, to hy-
brid, to fully online, but 
there are different stan-
dards for elementary and 
secondary schools. Depend-
ing on spikes in covid cases, 
the Governor could mandate 
statewide distance learning, 
once more. The metrics in-
fluencing potential statewide 
closure in the future are cur-
rently unclear.

First of all, let me give 
kudos to Gov. Walz, because 
I thought he was going to try 

closing all schools again and 
moving to distance learning.  
I’m glad he didn’t do that.  
He started his announcement 
talking about local control, 
but the more details that came 
out, the less it sounded like 
true local control.  

Local school districts and 
school boards in my district 
have been way ahead of the 
governor with their planning, 

so they should be supplied 
with the required metrics 
for local communities and 
left to make decisions on 
their own.  

Further, today’s an-
nouncement should have 
been given weeks ago, to 
allow more time for families 
and school districts to work 
on their main and contin-
gency plans. This confusing 
matrix could complicate 
what should be a simple 
solution of local control.

Schools are instructed 
to implement mask and so-

cial distancing standards for 
all in-person education; fur-
ther measures are left up to 
the discretion of the district if 
they align with state recom-
mendations. 

Friends and neighbors, 
Last week Gov. Tim 

Walz announced his deci-
sion on school reopening 
for the state of Minnesota. 
We have encouraged the 
Governor to allow local dis-
tricts to decide the best way 
to safely educate students 
this school year, and not 
issue statewide mandates or 
decisions. The announce-
ment from Walz rolled out 
a complex set of guidelines 
for school reopening.  

 This decision should 
be left in the hands of local 
leaders, school boards and 
teachers. We trust them to 
care for our kids every day, 
and we should entrust them 
now to safely determine how 
to open schools for our chil-
dren. Gov. Walz’s announce-
ment today does not improve 
clarity or direction. School 
districts are still left with un-
certainty as the Governor’s 
plan leaves room for con-
fusion as COVID-19 cases 
fluctuate.

He has put unworkable 
caveats in place such as in-
cluding prison COVID-19 
cases to determine whether 
or not schools have to close. 
Combining those numbers 
with the rest of Sherburne 
County residents really skews 

the numbers. Prisoners are 
not out amongst our residents 
and should not be counted as 
if they are. 

I have written to Gov. 
Walz to ask him to change 
that method. I hope he sees 
the common sense of the 
change. I will let you know as 
this progresses.

Supporting Day 
Service Providers 
COVID-19 has had a 

devastating impact on our 
day service providers like 
Options. 

Over the last several 
months, due to the Gover-
nor’s sweeping closures, 
many of them have had little 
to no income, and may have 
to shut down for good. In reg-
ular session, and both special 
sessions, I have worked to 

pass $30.4 million in re-
tention grants for disability 
day/employment services to 
help them stay open through 
this pandemic. The funding 
has passed the Senate unan-
imously, but the DFL-led 
House and the Governor’s 
administration refuse to ac-
knowledge how important 
it is to appropriate support 
to these centers, and instead 
using the funding as a bar-
gaining chip, and effectively 
leaving them without the 
funding they need to carry 
on. 

These providers make 
such a difference for so many 
people in our communities. 
Their closure would remove 
a huge portion of services for 
those who deserve the excel-
lent quality of life they offer. 
I will continue to advocate 
strongly on their behalf. We 
appreciate all they do and will 
work to ensure they receive 
the recognition and funding 
they need to survive the pan-
demic, ready to safely reopen. 

Please continue to con-
tact me with your questions 
and concerns at sen.mary.
kiffmeyer@senate.mn and 
651-296-5655. I look forward 
to hearing from you.
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ATTN! 
Letters to the editor and 

editorials are an important part 
of the PATRIOT Newspaper. Our 
readers share a wide range of 

perspectives on current issues.

Letters that are well-written, 
have a clear opinion and 

responsive to current events 
are more likely to be chosen for 
publication. The PATRIOT also 
seeks to publish letters from 
a range of readers of diverse 
backgrounds. The PATRIOT 

does not discriminate due to 
age, sexual orientation, race or 
political affiliation. The columns 
from political parties are unso-
licited and do not necessarily 
reflect the PATRIOT’S views.

Columns are typically written by 
PATRIOT staffers and/or seated 
politicians who have stakes in 

the communities of the 
PATRIOT readership.

By Sen.
Andrew Mathews

Editorial/Opinion

• Letters to the Editors: The PATRIOT  welcomes letters to the editor. Addresses and telephone 
numbers should be included for verification purposes.  All letters must contain the original signa-
ture of the writer. E-mailed letters can be accepted. The deadline for all letters is noon Wednesday. 
Limit letters to 200 words or less. Letters will be printed at the discretion of the editor and are 
subject to editing for grammar, libel and brevity. 2 letters per writer per subject each year.

• Obituaries: Obituaries are $50 prepaid. The Editor reserves the right to edit lengthy obituaries.

The Patriot, under the continuation of the Citizen-Tribune, is the official legal newspaper for Becker School 
District #726, Big Lake School District # 727, Palmer, Clear Lake, Clearwater, Orrock, Palmer & Santiago 

Townships, City of Becker.

• Submitted Material: There will be a $30 charge for all thank you, engagement, wedding and 
birth  announcement pictures.  The PATRIOT is not responsible for correctness of ads received 
by telephone.

• Deadlines: Wednesday 12 pm Legals & Notices,  Wednesday 10 am Display & Classified Ads.
• Subscription Rates: $75 annually, $37.50 for six months, $18.75 for three months or $1.57 a week.

Patriot Office
763-275-0275  • 14054 Bank Street, Box 458, Becker, MN 55308

Website: www.patriotnewsmn.com  •  Email: production@patriotnewsmn.com
Business Hours: Mon. - Thurs. 8:00 am to 5:00 pm • Friday OFF

STAFF WRITERS
Bill Morgan - reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

PATRIOT LEGALS/CLASSIFIED ADS
Kathy Nelson - legals.kathy@patriotnewsmn.com

ACCOUNTING
Chris Meyer - accounting@patriotnewsmn.com

Patriot Staff
PUBLISHER/EDITOR 
Bill Morgan - production@patriotnewsmn.com
ADVERTISING SALES MANAGER
Carol Hanson - sales.carol@patriotnewsmn.com
ADVERTISING SALES
Mary Nehring - adsales@patriotnewsmn.com
GRAPHIC DESIGN
Bill Morgan - production@patriotnewsmn.com

Interested in being a sponsor for 
the Cop’s Corner? Contact Carol 
at the Patriot at 763.275.0275.

Team up with your police dept. 
for a better, safer community

Cop’s 
Corner

Information provided by Sgt. Jesse Grabow, Minnesota State Patrol
 Question: Being the “Land of 10,000 Lakes,” can you talk about boat trailer safety with all 
the traffic we see pulling these things?
 Answer:  State Troopers come across numerous motorists pulling trailers that experience 
breakdowns. Most often it involves a flat tire. Often is involves a trailer wheel bearing that has went out. A trailer’s 
wheel bearings are often neglected because they are out of sight. Basic trailer maintenance involves greasing the 
wheel bearings. Wheel bearing failure can occur when maintenance is neglected from the lack of grease. A loose, 
worn or damaged wheel bearing is the most common cause of brakes that grab and lock up.
  When these types of issues occur, it can result in a hassle, headache or even a crash. When the wheel bearing 
fails, it generally leads to tire failure, whether a flat or a blow out from the heat generated. I’ve seen the hubs break off 
and even fires started from this.
  Nobody wants to be that person stranded on the side of the road with a disabled trailer or a driver who loses 
control because of a trailer malfunction. It is a good idea to repack the wheel bearings and make it a part of your 
pre-trip inspection and maintenance schedule.
  Other pre-trip preparation should include: • Taillights/Brake Lights functioning; • Proper hitch, pins and 
safety chains; • Check tires for proper inflation, unusual wear, weather checking and bulges; • Spare tire inflated, 
jack, and lug wrench; • Secure the load and all other items.
  A driver can do all the maintenance checks, but if a driver doesn’t secure their load, that too can have deadly 
consequences. Securing your load is the law. A driver could face a citation if they don’t secure their load or worse if 
an unsecured load causes a crash.
  Do your part, drive smart and help keep everyone safe on Minnesota roads.
 A portion of state statutes were used with permission from the Office of the Revisor of Statutes. If you have 
any questions concerning traffic related laws or issues in Minnesota, send your questions to Trp. Jesse Grabow – 
Minnesota State Patrol at 1000 Highway 10 West, Detroit Lakes, MN 56501-2205.  (You can follow him on Twitter @
MSPPIO_NW or reach him at, jesse.grabow@state.mn.us).

S6

Rich Gorka,
Andover

The COVID-19 cri-
sis has taught us to adapt. 
Whether it’s spending time 
with friends and family 
over video chat, or learn-
ing in virtual classrooms, 
technology has allowed us 
to maintain some aspects 
of normalcy in a decidedly 
difficult time. Telehealth 
has become more important 
than ever, and an unprece-
dented number of patients 
have relied on virtual care.

To protect vulnerable 
patients, the Centers for 
Medicare and Medicaid 
Services (CMS) have been 
expanding telehealth services 
under Medicare and Medic-
aid. During the COVID-19 
crisis, Medicare alone has 
added 135 new virtual ser-
vices, such as eye exams 
and ventilator management, 
among others.

In the last week of April, 
nearly 1.7 million beneficia-

ries received telehealth ser-
vices, up from only 13,000 
beneficiaries per week prior 
to the COVID-19 crisis. In 
total, over nine million ben-
eficiaries have received a 
telehealth service during the 
public health emergency 
since mid-March through 
mid-June. You can read more 
about CMS’s telehealth ex-
pansions here.

If you are not a ben-
eficiary, you still may 
be able to access addi-
tional telehealth services 
during the COVID-19 
crisis. Learn more about 
non-Medicare telehealth 
options at: www.healthaf-
fairs.org/do/10.1377/
hblog20200715.454789/
full/.

As always, your input 
is vital to me in carrying 
out my duties. If you have 
any questions or if I may be 
of assistance on this or any 
other issue, please do not 

hesitate to contact me or my 
staff at the Otsego district of-
fice or the Washington, D.C. 
office. If you would like to 
stay up-to-date with our work 
in Washington and through-
out the Sixth District, be sure 
to sign up for my weekly 
newsletter at emmer.house.
gov.

By Rev. Monica Parrish, 
Contributing Writer By Congressman 

Tom Emmer

Technology Allowing For A Bit Of NormalcyPray & Believe 

By Mary Kiffmeyer 
State Senator 

Entrust Local Leaders, 
Teacher And School Boards

District School Plan Needs Controls
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GAME TIME ANSWERS  to page 9

Becker American 
Legion Auxiliary

Meeing are held the sec-
ond Tues. of every month at 
the old fire hall in Becker, 
7 pm. Paula Hinds 763-262-
6679. 

Becker American Legion
Becker Legion meets 

the second Tues. of every 
month at 7 pm at Becker 
Legion (old fire hall).

Becker AA Meeting
Area 35 Alcohol-

ics Anonymous District 
5 meets Thurs. at 8 pm at 
Church of Mary of the Vis-
itation, 12100 Sherburne 
Ave., Becker. Steve 612-
889-1000.

Becker All School Reunion
Scheduled for Thurs., 

Sept. 10, has been cancelled 
due to COVID-19. The an-
nual Becker All School Re-
union is usually held the 
Thurs. after Labor Day at 
Pebble Creek Golf Course in 
Becker. 

Plan to attend next year’s 
All School Reunion, Thurs., 
Sept. 9. All are welcome. For 
more info contact Audrey 
Orton 320-743-2636.

Becker Boy Scout 
Pack 92 Cardboard, 
Paper & Aluminum

Bring your aluminum 
cans to the trailer located 
near Becker True Value & 
paper & cardboard recycla-
bles to the dumpsters near 
the same location the first 
Sat. of every month. There 
will be a Scout there to help 
unload between 9 am-12 
pm. 

Becker Evangelical 
Ministries

Every Wed., 6-7:30 pm 
at Becker Middle School. 
GYM 45 - growing young 
men. HIS KIDZ - K-3rd 
grade. G.I.R.L.S. GROUP - 
4th & 5th grade girls. 

Becker Free Church 
(763) 261-4125 or register 
online at WWW.BECK-
ERFREECHURCH.ORG 
(under Youth Connection 
click “Event Registration”).

Becker Food Shelf 
Open Tues., 9-11 am 

& Thurs. 4-6 pm. The food 
shelf is  located 12060 Sher-
burne Ave. in City Hall. 
763-261-4612.

Becker Lions Club
Meetings are held the 

second Mon. each month at 
7 pm at Pebble Creek Bar & 
Grill. Dale Seavert 320-290-
5342.

Becker Lions Collecting 
Items To Recycle 

Items are: eye glasses, 

hearing aids, cell phones & 
printer ink cartridges. Col-
lection boxes are located at 
the Becker Community Cen-
ter (entryway) & Insight Eye 
care.

Becker Sons of the
American Legion

Squadron 193
Meets the third Tues. 

of each month at 7 pm at 
Becker Legion (old fire hall). 
Looking for new members. 
Commander John Fischbach 
320-249-0579.

Becker Beyond the 
Yellow Ribbon Meeting

The monthly meetings 
are held 6 pm the third Thurs. 
of the month at Becker City 
Hall. 320-980-2752 or see 
the state website at www.
beyondtheyellow ribbon.org. 

Big Lake OPEN 
AA Meetings

Mon., 7pm at the Church 
of Mary of the Visitation 
Catholic Church, Big Lake. 
Big Book Study, Handicap 
Accessible. Questions? Con-
tact: Rob, 763-218-5328.

Big Lake Al-Anon
Meetings held Mon., 

7pm at the Church of Mary 
of the Visitation Catholic 
Church, 440 Lake Street 
N, Big Lake. (church base-
ment). Contact Laurie, 763-
218-5330.

Big Lake Beyond the 
Yellow Ribbon

The Big Lake Beyond 
the Yellow Ribbon meets at 
6:30pm on the third Mon., 
of each month in the Com-
munity Room adjacent to the 
Big Lake Police Dept. & the 
Big Lake Library.

Big Lake Community 
Food Shelf

The Big Lake Commu-
nity Food Shelf exists to 
provide food & supplies for 
families in need residing in 
the Big Lake community & 
to direct them to other ser-
vices that may be helpful to 
them in  manner that pre-
serves the dignity & respect 
of our clients.

Our hours of service are 
Mon. & Thurs. 5:30-7:30 pm 
& Wed. 9-11 am. We also 
serve clients every “Freebie 
Friday” from 10:30-11:30 
am., providing produce, 
dairy, & bakery goods. To 
volunteer call 763-263-2432 
or www.blcfs.org.

Big Lake Lioness
The Big Lake Lioness 

Club are women who take 
an active interest in the cul-
tural & social welfare of the 
community in which they 

live. They believe citizens 
joined together can initiate 
& carry out programs which 
will make their community a 
better place in which to live. 
Our goal is to unite members 
of the club in friendship, 
fellowship & mutual under-
standing of our community 
& the world around us. 

Over the summer months,  
Lioness members ‘take a va-
cation’ from their meetings 
& projects & this summer has 
been no exception. Even with 
COVID-19 & its precautions, 
the Lioness have managed to 
remain ‘in touch’ via email 
with its membership & have 
begun planning for upcoming 
projects. 

Mon., Aug. 17, the Lion-
ess will be assisting the Big 
Lake Food Shelf with their 
monthly produce distribu-
tion at Independence Ele-
mentary School in Big Lake 
4-5:30pm. Anyone may visit 
& receive a variety of locally 
grown produce. On Sept. 26,  
8am-2pm the Lioness will be 
holding their annual Garage 
Sale at Lions Park on CR 5. 
Household items, clothes, 
items for men, & other mis-
cellaneous ‘finds’ will be 
available for sale. Stop by & 
see the selection. Proceeds 
from the sale go towards 
community projects spon-
sored by the Lioness. Watch 
Community News for more  
upcoming Lioness projects.

Anyone who wishes to 
obtain more information 
about the Lioness may do 
so by contacting any Li-
oness member or Lioness 
President Sue Stang at 763-
263-3052. Meetings are held 
the second Monday of the 
month at Lions Park on CR 
5 in Big Lake. Social begins 
at 6:30 pm with the meeting 
following at 7 pm. All are 
welcomed to attend & learn 
more about this service orga-
nization.

The Big Lake 
Woman of Today

Hold a monthly general 
meeting at Senior Activity 
Center located in the Big 
Lake City Office Building on 
the 3rd Thurs. of the month 
@ 7pm. Contact Natalie @ 
612-518-3504 or find us at 
FaceBook or www.biglake-
womenof today.webs.com.

Clear Lake Legion 
Meets the second Tues. 

of the month at Palmer Twp. 
Hall. The Legion will meet 
at 7 pm. New members 
are always welcome. Bud 
Stimmler at 320-761-5793.

Clear Lake Lioness
We are searching for & 

welcoming new members 
who are interested in serving 

our communities.
Meetings are the 4th 

Mon. of each month @ Nel-
son Brothers Restaurant in 
Clearwater. Dinner 6:30, 
meeting to follow. 

We are in search of your 
fresh new ideas & energy. 
Sue: 320-743-3534 or Linda: 
763-260-8858.

Clearwater AA/Alanon
Meeting is at 7 pm, Sun. 

night at Clearwater United 
Methodist Church, 405 Main 
St. Clearwater. 320-310-
1399 AA or 320-558-6613 
for Al-Anon.

Clearwater AA Meeting
Mon. nights, 7 pm at 

Church of St. Luke, 17545 
Huber Ave. NW, Clearwater. 
320-558-2124.

Clearwater Legion
Clearwater Legion 

meetings are held the second 
Thurs. of the month. Aux-
iliary 6:30 pm, S.A.L. at 7 
pm, Legion 7:30 pm. Senior 
Lunch first Thurs. of the 
month at noon at Clearwater 
Legion, Clearwater.

Clearwater-Clear Lake 
Food Shelf

Open Mon. 5:30-7 pm, 
Tues. 9-11 am & 6-8 pm, 
Wed. 3-5 pm & in the brown 
Lions Community Building 
beneath the water tower in 
Clearwater.  We service res-
idents of Clearwater & Clear 
Lake.

Clearwater
Narcotics Anonymous 

 Meetings are at 7 pm, 
Wed. night at Clearwater 
United Methodist Church, 
405 Main St. Clearwater. 
612-607-4484.

Dementia Support Group
The fourth Wed. of each 

month at 10-11 am, Room 19 
at Becker Community Cen-
ter, 11500 Sherburne Ave. 
No cost to join. Tami Kolbin-
ger at 612-590-2449 or email 
tjkolbinger@ gmail.com.

FREE - Advocates for
 Independence

 1st & 3rd Wed. of the 
month 2-4 pm at Indepen-
dent Lifestyles, 215 North 
Benton Drive, Sauk Rapids. 
Make a difference in your 
community for people w/
disabilities. Michele Pelka 
320-281-2042.  All abilities 
are welcome to attend.

Free Grace Recovery
Sun. 6-8 pm at Clear 

Lake Town Hall, 7684 1st 
Ave. W. Clear Lake. A light 
meal will be served at 6 pm. 
Everyone is welcome. Justin 
or Renee at 612-384-9069.

FREE - The Saint Cloud 

Area Parkinson’s Disease 
(PD) Support Group 

invites you to “Coffee & 
Conversation” the last Wed. 
monthly at 10 am at Edge-
wood Living 677 Brianna 
Drive, Sartell. Meetings are 
open to those diagnosed w/
PD, their families, caregivers, 
& the general public. Group 
provides support, educa-
tion, & awareness about the  
disease. Bobbi 320-281-
3343.  

GRRL Offers Streaming 
Service

Great River Regional 
Library (GRRL) is excited 
to announce its first-ever 
streaming service! The 
streaming service “Hoopla” 
is now available to access 
by using your library card.

Learn more about GR-
RL’s new streaming service 
at griver.org/services

Libraries Open to Com-
puter by Appointment

All libraires will be open 
to computer by appointment. 
This service is in addition 
to our curbside pickup & 
Print2Go services.

To access a library com-
puter, call your local library 
or the GRRL Hotline number 
1-833-GET-GRRL (1-833-
438-4775). Safety measures 
& capacity guidelines visit 
griver.org/locations or local 
library’s Facebook page.

Living with Parkinson’s 
Under The Age of 60
If you or anyone you 

know is 60 or under & has 
been diagnosed with Parkin-
son’s Disease, you are wel-
come to attend our group. We 
meet the 3rd Tuesday of each 
month from 6:30-8pm at 
Saron Lutheran Church, 311 
Lake Street So., Big Lake, 
MN 55309.  

Specific topics will be 
scheduled along with open 
forum. Spouse/Care Partner/
Family are encouraged to at-
tend!    Any questions, please 
call Camille Johnson at 763-
350-7401.

Mental Health 
Discussion Group
Meets Mon., 6-7 pm at 

Independent Lifestyles, 215 
N. Benton Dr., Sauk Rapids. 
This is a free group, everyone 
is welcome. Ricky 320-281-
2025.

Parkinson’s Disease
Support Group

Meets third Mon. of the 
month, from 1-2:30 pm at 
ILICIL Independent Life-
styles, 215 N. Benton Dr., 
Sauk Rapids. This free group 
provides support, education, 
& awareness about the dis-
ease. Independent Lifestyles 
at 320-529-9000.

Rivers of Hope
Advocates for ending 

family violence, is a non-
profit community based 
agency offering advocacy, 
support, education & refer-
ral services for victims of 
family violence. Working in 
partnerships w/schools, law 
enforcement, social service 
agencies & the court system 
in Sherburne & Wright Co. 
763-295-3433 or 1-800-439-
2642 or info@riversofhope. 
org. Free & confidential. 
Phones answered 24/7.

Snake River Free Mission 
Church Upcoming Events

Hymn sings are held 
every other month on the 2nd 
Sun. at 4:30 pm. Next hymn 
sing is Sun., Aug. 9. Check 
Snake River Church Face-
Book page for updates.

5 mi. N of Hwy 10 on 
CR 11, 1.5 mi. E n CR4 & 
then L on 180th Ave (8940 
180th Ave), Becker. Mary 
612-219-8648. 

Volunteer as a Foster 
Grandparent 

Local schools & orga-
nizations need caring adults 
like you! Orientation, train-
ing & ongoing support are 
provided. 

Pat Braun 612-390-0617.

Wright County 
Community Action
You have been af-

fected & are having or 
are anticipating having 
difficulity paying your  
mortgage, WCCA is here 
to help you navigate your 
options & keep your home. 
Our advisor not only helps 
people to achieve owner-
ship, helps owners facing 
financial difficulty to main-
tain ownership & avoid 
foreclosure.

To speak with a home-
ownership advisor, call 
Wright County Community 
Action at 320-963-6500 ext. 
238 today. Services are un-
biased, confidential & free 
of charge. 

Young @ Heart
Group meeting at Re-

joice Lutheran Church in 
Clearwater, will be canceled 
until further notice. We will 
wait until the state allows 
churches & other gatherings 
to begin & then look at our 
group & make a decision. 

CLEARVIEW SCHOOL INFORMATION

Governor Walz issued a “Safe Learning Plan” for all 
Minnesota public schools that prioritizes health and safety 
for school communities and the return of as many students 
as possible to schools.

St. Cloud Area School District is excited and committed 
to bringing as many students back to school as possible, in 
a way that keeps staff, students and the community safe. 
As always, the health and safety of all students, staff, and 
families are top priority.

According to state guidance, each school district will be 
required to use local COVID-19 case rates to inform their 
learning models: in-person, hybrid, and distance learning. 
Based on the changing health needs of the local community, 
districts must be prepared to implement any of these learning 
models throughout the school year and may need to shift 
between models as health conditions change. 

St. Cloud Area School District encompasses 250 square 
miles and four counties. According to the Governor’s plan, 
the most conservative county health data must be used to 
inform which learning model is implemented. 

Because the real-time health status of the community 
dictates what learning model will be implemented, the plan 
for the first day of school is yet to be determined. 

All families have the option to choose distance learning 
regardless of the learning model required by State guidance. 

Safety measures will be implemented including:
•  symptom and exposure screening for all students 
   and staff
•  hand hygiene
•  frequent cleaning of high touch surfaces
•  all students, staff, and visitors wear masks through
   out the school day and while on buses.
•  limited visitors and guests. 
District administration has spent the summer preparing 

to implement all three learning models. In addition, the dis-
trict is working to ensure all students will have devices at 
the start of the school year. Personal protective equipment 
for staff and students will be provided as well as a complete 
supply of cleaning products. School staff and students will 
be prioritized for COVID-19 testing throughout the state. 

At this time, MSHSL has not given any advice on Ac-
tivities. 

Announcements

Becker Area Senior Center
(BASC) Upcoming Events

BASC Seniors: Together Again Weekly 
Coffee Gatherings! Tuesdays at 9:30 AM, 
plan to meet for a weekly coffee hour at Becker 
City Park. Bring a lawn chair, your own coffee 
or other preferred beverage. Join BASC friends 
with Social distancing. If main lot closed due to 
construction, park in the north lot.  We will gather 
in area closest to where parking available.  See 
you then. 

Mark your calendar for BASC Final Ga-
rage Sale August 13, 14, 15th at 14267 Fairway 
Lane. 

ANNOUNCE YOUR 
FREE EVENT!

Deadline is Wednesday by Noon

Email your event listing to 
production@patriotnewsmn.com

BECKER SCHOOLS LUNCH

Becker Public Schools will sponsor the Summer Food 
Service Program (SFSP) this summer. This program is 
funded by the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
and is administered in Minnesota by the Minnesota De-
partment of Education, Food and Nutrition Service. 

Service will occur on Tuesday’s between 11:00am 
and 1:00pm at Door #3 of the High School and is free to 
any child 18 and under. 

Dates of service are: August 11, August 18, and Au-
gust 25. Each bag will contain 5 breakfasts and 5 lunches 
that meet the meal pattern requirements set by USDA. To 
participate in this program please contact Felicia Kittok: 
fkittok@isd726.org.

BECKER / BIG LAKE MEALS ON WHEELS

CATHOLIC CHARITIES / MEALS ON 
WHEELS
AUG 10-14

During this COVID-19 pandemic
Mon-Fri meals are:

“What’s on the Menu - Frozen Meals”
Frozen meals are available for weekends.
1% milk is served with every meal. Menu subject to 
change. Call 763-856-4082 for more information. Sug-
gested contribution for persons 60+ & volunteers is $4.25 
- $8.

GEL Scholarship 
Fund Now 
Accepting 

Applications
The GEL Scholar-

ship Fund is now ac-
cepting applications for 
one male and one female 
$500 scholarship.

These scholarships 
are available to college 
students who have com-
pleted their freshman 
year, who are participat-
ing in college sanctioned 
sports and have gradu-
ated from Becker High 
School.

Please submit name, 
phone number, address, 
high school information, 
photos of the student in 
sports and future college 
goals to: Anita Lind-
bom, 11263 Prairie Vil-
lage Lane, Becker, MN 
55308. Deadline to sub-
mit application is Aug. 
10, 2020. Winners will 
be notified by mail by 
August 17, 2020.

The GEL Schol-
arships are awarded 
in memory of Gordon 
(Jerry) Ellsworth Lind-
bom’s great love of 
sports and generous 
spirit.

Game Time

This Weeks Calendar Events:

Mon. - Aug. 10, 2020
** World Lion Day 
Tues. - Aug. 11, 2020
** Moon Phase: Last Quarter
** India: Krishna Janmashtami 
Wed. - Aug. 12, 2020
** National Vinyl Record Day
Thurs. - Aug. 13, 2020
** Left-Handers Day
Fri. - Aug. 14, 2020
** V-J Day: Anniversary



STATE OF MINNESOTA
DISTRICT COURT

PROBATE DIVISION
COUNTY OF SHERBURNE

TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
Case No. 71-PR-20-33
Estate of
Gerald A. Jurek,
Decedent  

NOTICE AND ORDER 
OF HEARING ON PETITION 
FOR PROBATE OF WILL, AP-
POINTMENT OF PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVE AND NO-
TICE TO CREDITORS

It is Ordered and Notice is 
given that on August 27, 2020, at 
2:10 p.m., a hearing will be held 
in this Court at Elk River, Min-
nesota, for the formal probate of 
an instrument purporting to be 
the Will of the Decedent, dated 
August 22, 2019 (“Will”) for the 
appointment of Sandy Eastwood, 
whose address is 17300 Park 
Circle, Eden Prairie, MN 55346, 
and Randy Jurek, whose address 
is 12113 Highway 25 NE, Foley, 
MN 56329, as personal represen-
tatives of the Estate of the Dece-
dent in an UNSUPERVISED 
administration.  Any objections to 
the Petition must be filed with the 
Court prior to or raised at the hear-
ing.  If proper and if no objections 
are filed or raised, the personal 
representative will be appointed 
with full power to administer the 
Estate, including the power to 
collect all assets, to pay all legal 
debts, claims, taxes, and expenses, 
to sell real and personal property, 
and to do all necessary acts for the 
Estate.

Notice is also given that (sub-
ject to Minn. Stat. 524.3-801) all 
creditors having claims against the 
Estate are required to present the 
claims to the personal representa-
tive or to the Court Administrator 
within four months after the date 
of this Notice or the claims will 
be barred.
Dated: July 24, 2020
/s/ Patricia Kuka
Court Administrator
Dated: July 24, 2020
/s/ Debra Boltjes
Deputy Administrator
Attorneys for Personal Represen-
tative
Name: Nicholas R. Delaney
Rinke Noonan
PO Box 1497
St. Cloud, MN 56302-1497
Attorney License No. #0350035
Email: NDelaney@rinkenoonan.
com
(320) 251-6700 
Fax: (320) 656-3500
(Published in the Patriot: 
08/01/20; 08/08/20).
___________________________

Legal Notices are online at www.patriotnewsmn.com
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Probate? Lien Sales? 
Assumed Name?

Legal Notice 
Questions?

Contact Kathy 
At The PATRIOT

763-275-0275
or

legals.kathy@
patriotnewsmn.com

THREE LAKE IMPROVE-
MENT DISTRICT [TLID]

Annual Meeting 
August 15, 2020

10:00 AM
Palmer Township Hall
The Three Lake Improve-

ment District [TLID] will hold 
its annual meeting at 10:00 AM 
on Saturday August 15, 2020 
at the Palmer Township Hall.  
All property owners on Rush, 
Julia, Briggs and the Bayou, 
as members of the TLID, are 
invited to attend.  The meeting 
agenda will include the dis-
cussion and adoption of 2021 
projects, approval of the 2021 
budget, election of TLID direc-
tors and any other business that 
may come before the TLID.  In 
complying with the COVID 
19 state guidance, the meeting 
will be held outdoors rain or 
shine.  Masks will be required 
to be worn and hand sanitizer 
will be available.  Please bring 
your own chair.
(Published in the Patriot: 
08/01/20; 08/08/20).

Independent School District #726
Becker, Minnesota

Regular School Board Meeting
April 6, 2020
SUMMARY

The complete minutes are on file in the district office and on the 
district website.

Chair Swanson called the regular meeting of the School Board of 
District #726 to order on the 6th day of April, 2020 at 6:30 p.m. in 
the Teaching & Learning Center.
Roll Call. 
Members present:    Aaron Jurek, Jason Kindred, Lori Molus, 
                                Ryan Obermoller, Connie Robinson, Mark  
                                       Swanson
Members absent:    None
Others present:    Jeremy Schmidt, Superintendent  
Motion by Jason Kindred, seconded by Lori Molus, to Approve the 
Consent Agenda as amended:

Remove Financial Report from Consent Agenda, Move to Reg-
ular Agenda for Discussion 

Upon roll call vote, motion carried unanimously.
CONSENT AGENDA

MINUTES FROM THE MARCH 2, 2020 REGULAR 
SCHOOL BOARD MEETING, MARCH 9, 16 & 26 SPE-
CIAL MEETINGS
DISBURSEMENTS – in the amount of $2,473,507.16
PERSONNEL, as presented
GIFTS, as presented

Motion by Ryan Obermoller, seconded by Jason Kindred, to 
Approve the Financial Report, as presented.  Upon roll call vote, 
motion carried unanimously.

Superintendent Schmidt provided an update on Distance Learn-
ing Progress.
The meeting was adjourned at 7:10 p.m.
/s/ Mark Swanson, Chair
/s/ Aaron Jurek, Clerk
Recorder: Angela Oswald
(Published in the Patriot: 08/08/20).

Independent School District #726
Becker, Minnesota

Regular School Board Meeting
May 4, 2020
SUMMARY

The complete minutes are on file in the district office and on the 
district website.

Chair Swanson called the regular meeting of the School Board of 
District #726 to order on the 4th day of May, 2020 at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Teaching & Learning Center.
Roll Call. 
Members present:    Aaron Jurek, Jason Kindred, Lori Molus,  
                                    Ryan Obermoller, Connie Robinson, Mark  
                                        Swanson
Members absent:     None
Others present:     Jeremy Schmidt, Superintendent 
     Kevin Januszewski, Director of Business  
                                        Services
Citizen Comments:     None
Presentation:  Becker Enrollment Projections, ICS Consulting
Presentation:  TRAK, Chantel Boyer, Middle School Principal
Motion by Ryan Obermoller, seconded by Connie Robinson, to Ap-
prove the Consent Agenda as amended:

Move to Regular Agenda for Discussion:  Resolution Relating 
to the Nonrenewal of Probationary Teachers 

Upon roll call vote, motion carried unanimously.
CONSENT AGENDA

MINUTES FROM THE APRIL 6, 2020 REGULAR 
SCHOOL BOARD MEETING
DISBURSEMENTS – in the amount of $1,407,042.35
PERSONNEL, as presented
GIFTS, as presented
20 FOR ’20 FUNDRAISER, as presented

Kevin Januszewski, Director of Business Services, Provided a 
Budget Presentation.  No action was taken.

Motion by Ryan Obermoller, seconded by Connie Robinson, to 
Remove Mike Smith from the Resolution Relating to the Nonre-
newal of Probationary Teachers for a separate vote.  Upon roll 
call vote, the following voted in favor thereof:  Ryan Obermoller, 
Connie Robinson, and the following voted against the same:  Aaron 
Jurek, Jason Kindred, Lori Molus, Mark Swanson.  Motion failed.

Motion by Mark Swanson, seconded by Lori Molus to Approve 
the the Resolution Relating to the Nonrenewal of Probationary 
Teachers, as presented.  Upon roll call vote, the following voted in 
favor thereof:  Aaron Jurek, Jason Kindred, Lori Molus, Mark Swan-
son, and the following voted against the same:  Ryan Obermoller, 
Connie Robinson.  Motion carried.

The School Board approved a Graduation Planning Meeting 
on Monday, May 18.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m.
/s/ Mark Swanson, Chair
/s/ Aaron Jurek, Clerk
Recorder: Angela Oswald
(Published in the Patriot: 08/08/20).

Independent School District #726
Becker, Minnesota

Special School Board Meeting
May 18, 2020

Chair Swanson called the special meeting of the School Board of 
District #726 to order on the 18th day of May, 2020 at 6:30 p.m. in 
the Teaching & Learning Center.
Roll Call. 
Members present:    Aaron Jurek, Jason Kindred, Lori Molus,  
                                    Ryan Obermoller, Connie Robinson, Mark  
                                        Swanson
Members absent:     None
Others present:     Jeremy Schmidt, Superintendent 

Dave Kreft, High School Principal, presented Graduation Op-
tions/Plans.  No action was taken.  

Motion by Jason Kindred, seconded by Ryan Obermoller, to 
Approve the Spring Coaching Salaries as follows:

75%:   Head Coaches
50%   Assistant Coaches
25%   All Others

Upon roll call vote, motion carried unanimously.
Motion by Jason Kindred, seconded by Mark Swanson, to Ap-

prove Spring Coaching Salaries in the amount of $54,000.
Upon roll call vote, motion carried unanimously.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:15 p.m.
/s/ Mark Swanson, Chair
/s/ Aaron Jurek, Clerk
Recorder: Angela Oswald
(Published in the Patriot: 08/08/20).

Letter to Editor
TO THE EDITOR:

The decision by Govornor Walz and Mayor Frey to 
abandon the 3rd police precinct was a foolish blunder of 
catastrophic portion, and misuse of their powers. It tore the 
heart and soul out of every police officer, and laid waste to 
that precinct and other police precincts across the nation 
by anarchists, thugs and street jackals. Two individuals 
should not have that much power to spread this much de-
struction and fear among people everywhere.

They effectively neutered law enforcement and chiefs 
from performing their duties under the control of other dic-
tatorial governors and mayor U.S. Cities. Their irresponsi-
ble decisions have caused millions of dollars in property 
damage and countless injuries and deaths to citizens and 
law enforcement officers across our county.

I can only hope and pray the good citizens of Minne-
sota recognize these two politicians for what they are...
opportunists! And on top of this Walz wanted the federal 
government to spend our money to bail him out of this 
mess he created. Fortunately people at the federal level 
recognized his failings for what they were, and said NO 
to his request.

We need men and women in positions of government 
that love America, and will do right by their fellow cit-
izens. Such a person is Representative Shane Mekeland 
who is a true patriot and is running for the House of Repre-
sentatives. He will never sell Minnesotans short, and will 
fight for your right to peace and calm in your household, 
and pursuit of your American Dream.
Larry Sewall
Clear Lake, MN

TO THE EDITOR:
In the August 1st issue of the Patriot, Mary Kiffmeyer, 

Andrew Mathews and Shane Mekeland all published 
letters attacking the Governor’s mask mandate.  They 
suggested that decisions like this require legislation, the 
Governor’s mandate is unconstitutional, and the mandate 
is arbitrary.

First, serious public threats, like pandemics, are best 
managed by the executive for good reason. Legislative 
bodies are not always in session, they are fractious, and 
they are poorly equipped to make critical decisions in the 
face of immediate danger. Threats like this require action, 

not prolonged partisan debate.   
Second, executive leadership throughout a crisis is 

constitutionally mandated and this pandemic remains a 
crisis. Ask the Court to address this if you must, but most 
of us know that this is the norm in a Democracy, not the 
exception.

Third, Walz is not going it alone.  He has a highly qual-
ified team to work with. He is making sound decisions 
based on science, not politics.  There was a complete ab-
sence of positive suggestions or praise from these legisla-
tors. In contrast most Minnesotans support the Governor 
on this. There are times when we must rise above politics. 
This is one of them.      
Jim Huhtala
Clear Lake, MN

TO THE EDITOR:
On August 1st, this newspaper allowed three local 

Republican legislators to launch a coordinated political 
attack on a Democratic Governor from its own editorial 
page without any effort to solicit opposing opinions. The 
attack involved the Governor’s mask mandate. The mask 
mandate was issued during a worsening pandemic and 
has broad support in the state. Dozens of other states have 
similar mandates. Wearing masks in the middle of a respi-
ratory pandemic should not be a political issue but, sadly, 
some are making it one.    

As a citizen of this area since 1992, I know there is 
more than one political viewpoint among residents who 
read the Patriot. I hope this newspaper reconsiders its pol-
icy of offering free editorial space to a single party to pro-
mote a single agenda. It would have been a simple matter 
for the Patriot to contact the Governor’s office to at least 
try to offer balanced reporting. Judging by the reactions of 
my friends and neighbors, the readership of this newspaper 
will decline over time if this persists. 
Ron Thiessen
Clear Lake, MN

EDITOR’S NOTE: The Patriot allows unsolicited letters 
from seated politicians as well as letters from the public 
- as of this week, there have been no opposing opinions. 
The Patriot does not solicit opinions, nor do they contact 
political representatives, senators or governors.

PARTICIPANTS IN THE CLEARWATER LEGION 
RIDERS Homeless Vets Run gather outside the St. Francis 
Legion last Saturday. (Submitted Photo)

ATTENDEES BID ON AUCTION ITEMS during the 
Clearwater Legion Riders’ Homeless Vets Run last Satur-
day. (Submitted Photo)

easier social distancing and 
additional safety precautions, 
including the live and silent 
auctions.

“Everyone felt safe and 
had a great time,” said Olin. 
“People were excited just to 
be out.”

Each year the Legion 
Riders select three recipients 
for the money raised during 
the event, all whom provide 
assistance to veterans. This 
year’s organizations were 

Angel Reins Stables, St. Cloud 
Stand Down, and Patriot As-
sistance Dogs.

“This event is truly a year 
in the making,” said Olin. “We 
want to thank the community 
and all our sponsors for their 
support in making this hap-
pen.”

The Homeless Vets Run 
is the Legion Riders biggest 
event of the year. All funds 
raised go toward helping vet-
erans.

VET RUN from page 1

Ordinance No. 220, 2nd Series Summary
AN ORDINANCE REMOVING SECTION 9.19 OF 

CHAPTER 9 IN CITY CODE
The following official summary of the ordinance referred to has 

been approved by the City Council of Becker as clearly informing 
the public of the intent and effect of the amendments .
Section 9.19, Chapter 9 is hereby removed:

This ordinance amendment places regulations relating to park-
ing of vehicles, within the confines of property lines and outside of 
the City right-of-way, in Chapter 11 which contains the Land Use 
Regulations (Zoning).

A printed copy of the entire ordinance is available for inspection 
by any person at City Hall any Monday through Friday between the 
hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.

This document hereby is made a part of this ordinance and is 
attached hereto.
/s/ Tracy Bertram, Mayor
ATTEST:
/s/ Julie Blesi, City Clerk
(Published in the Patriot: 08/08/20).

Ordinance No. 227, 2nd Series Summary 
AN ORDINANCE AMDENDING CHAPTER 11

The following official summary of the ordinance referred to has 
been approved by the City Council of Becker as clearly informing 
the public of the intent and effect of the amendments.

Chapter 11, Land Use Regulation (Zoning) 
Section 11.21 Performance Standards

Subd. 13 B. Pools Performance Standards
This ordinance removes the allowance for automatic pool covers 

in lieu of the required fencing around an in-ground pool.
A printed copy of the entire ordinance is available for inspection 

by any person at City Hall any Monday through Friday between the 
hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.

This document hereby is made a part of this ordinance and is 
attached hereto.
Adopted this 5th day of August, 2020.
/s/ Tracy Bertram, Mayor
ATTEST:
/s/ Julie Blesi, City Clerk
(Published in the Patriot: 08/08/20).

Ordinance No. 221, 2nd Series Summary
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 11, 11.02, 11.03, 

11.21, 11.30, 11.38 AND 11.51 IN CITY CODE
The following official summary of the ordinance referred to has been 
approved by the City Council of Becker as clearly informing the 
public of the intent and effect of the amendments .

Chapter 11, Land Use Regulations (Zoning)
Section 11.02 - Definitions 
Section 11.03

Subd.1 - Non-Conforming Uses
Section 11.20 -  General Regulations

Subd. 2 - Screening and Landscaping 
Subd. 4 - Parking Standards
Subd. 6 -Accessory Structures

Section 11.21 - Performance Standards
Subd. 11 - (New Subdivision) Storage and Parking of 
           Recreational Vehicles, Trailers and Other Personal 
           Recreational Equipment in Residential Zoning Districts
Subd. 12 - Outside Storage and Displays Subd. 13-Temporary 
           Uses
Subd. 14 - Fences (renumbering only)

Section 11.30 Establishment of Districts
• (Change R-3/O to CR-2 zoning district to match zoning 
            map)

Section 11.38 - Multiple-Family/ Office District (R-3/O)
• (Change R-3/O to CR-2 zoning district to match zoning 
           map) 
Subd. 1 - Purpose
Subd. 7 - Required Conditions

Section 11.51 - Industrial Park District (1-PRK)
• Minor changes to height and principal building material 
           percentages
These ordinance amendments place parking regulations, within 

property lines and outside City right  of-way, in Chapter 11, Land Use 
Regulations (Zoning) of City Code. Amendments address a variety 
of parking regulations including  surfacing and location/ dimensions.  
Additionally, amendments cover RV and other trailer parking regu-
lations, outside storage and allowed locations of driveways, parking 
pads and parking lots.

A printed copy of the entire ordinance is available for inspection 
by any person at City Hall any Monday through Friday between the 
hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.

This document hereby is made a part of this ordinance and is 
attached hereto.
/s/ Tracy Bertram, Mayor
ATTEST:
/s/ Julie Blesi, City Clerk
(Published in the Patriot: 08/08/20).
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SHERBURNE COUNTY RECORDER VITAL STATISTICS 
MARRIAGE APPLICATION REPORT - JULY 2020 

Brandon James Donaldson  and Hailey Davidson of 
Midland City AL; Spencer Stephen Karvonen of Mon-
ticello and Kirsti Rose Kallinen of Big Lake; Savannah 
Jean Hall  and Joshua David Hulverson of Zimmerman; 
Steven Timothy Vogl and Pamela Hurl Doughton of Clear 
Lake; Dawson Trey Thom of Becker and Tayler Anne Yan-
kovec of Coon Rapids; Cheryl Maria Langston and Chad 
Michael Monsaas of Zimmerman; Brent Wayne Strand 
and Jaden Kaye Moore of Princeton; Zachary Allan Wil-
liams of Clearwater and Katherine Elizabeth Blume of Elk 
River; Robert Lorraine Ronko and Kelli Sue Sipe of Princ-
eton; Andrey Viktorovich Nakonechnyy of Oak Grove 
and Evelina Yanovna Kucherov of Elk River; Alejandro 
Solis Galindo and Alexandra Elizabeth-Ann Horton of Elk 
River; Sebastian Antonio Rivera Cintron  of Minneapolis 
and Lucy Annabelle Lee of Brooklyn Park; Cody William 
Gruenhagen of Becker and Heather Marie Sanders of 
Clear Lake; Sherri Robyn Hirning and Christopher Charles 
Dvergsten of Zimmerman; Charles Lawrence Raasch and 
Alyson Mae Fisher of Lakewood CO; Logan Wallace 
Hershey and Hilary Annalaine Albers of Big Lake; Wyatt 
Merrill James and Abbey Krestine Warren of Zimmerman; 
Jonathan William Strobel of St. Cloud and Natasha Marie 
Adams of Worthingon; Hannah Rose Martineau and Don-
ovan David Plank of Zimmerman; Brianne Lee Dietz and 
Joshua John Rueter of Big Lake; Janet Lynne Conroy and 
Matthew John Delaney of Becker; James Donald Yam-
auchi and Tara Lynm Harvey of Elk River; Paul Roger 
Odens of Orono and Christine Anne Bruemmer of Maple 
Grove; Chaz Michael Schlapkohl and Kaylie Ann Butz of 
Big Lake; Dylan Victor Recker and Kayla Jean Hendrick-
son of Zimmerman; Lillian Regina Stanaway and Samual 

Michael Fisher of Elk River; Brittany Rose Schwab and 
Bradly Steven Novak of Clear Lake; Joseph Michael Fuhr-
meister Jr. and Kira Jean Pohl of Rochester; Jacob How-
ard Wirtz and Kathryn Elizabeth Backman of Zimmerman; 
Annette Marie Hohertz of Minnetonka and Charles Ed-
ward Klotter of Elk River; Andrew Blane Schulze and 
Natasha Lydia Jones of Big Lake; Nancy Kay Olson of 
Elk River and Dennis Curtis Myron of Prior Lake; Wyatt 
Thomas Christensen of Maquoketa IA and Allie Kimberly 
Hemish of St. Cloud; Jason Michael Volby and Amanda 
Lee Cooler of Princeton; Matthew Kenneth Feuling and 
Kayla Marie Horbacz of Becker; Derek Christopher Lutter 
of Zimmerman and Isabel Joy Maertens of Anoka; Kevin 
Craig Jurgens and Heidi Rose Boynton of Becker; Jacob 
Wayne Marcus and Jennifer Marie Scheeler of Princeton; 
Michael Edward Jackson andTara Amanda Christopherson 
of Zimmerman; Cody James Richert and Sammie Jo Schal-
lenberger of Becker; Pieter Elie Uppgaard and Shelby Ni-
cole Preston of Becker; Martin John Newberg and Jessica 
Ann Wieczorek of Zimmerman; Steven George Misencik 
and Madison Rose Smith of Princeton; Elias Oliver Hov-
ersten and Nicole Zondra Cameron of Elk River; Sekou 
Berete and Mariama Kanneh of Big Lake; Cody Morgan 
Dopp and Alexis Leanndra Jorgensen of Elk River; Tammy 
Kaye Banks and Jeffrey Donald Hagen of Elk River; Keri 
Anne Ziegler Ms and Keith Arless Cook Mr. of Milaca; 
Kenrick Leonard Anderson and Morganne Olivia Lundeen 
of Becker; Cody Steven Carroll and Malaina Christine 
Solberg of Elk River; Kyle James Fondie and Courtney 
Elizabeth Reinitz of Elk River; Jordan Wayne Altonen and 
Dylan Elizabeth Maxon of Zimmerman; Alexandra Eliz-
abeth Bonham  and Kameron Dean Hanson of Big Lake.

BECKER POLICE DEPARTMENT  
ACTIVITY REPORT 

WEEK ENDING AUGUST 2, 2020
27-July: 2 speed warning, 4 security check, 1 public assist, 1 Possession 
of marijuana Citation #269 / speed Citation #270, 1 lift assist,1 driving 
conduct warning
28-July: 1 suspicious person, 1 security check, 1 vehicle lockout, 1 sus-
picious activity, 1 parking ordinance warning, 2 speed warning, 1 mental 
health, 1 welfare check, 1 speed warning / driving after revocation and 
no proof of insurance Citation #271
29-July: 2 speed warning, 1 instructional permit violation Citation #272, 
1 warrant attempt / possess paraphernalia Citation #273, 1 speed Cita-
tion #274, 2 suspicious vehicle, 1 mental health, 1 domestic dispute, 1 
vehicle lockout, 1 record check, 1 driving after revocation Citation #276 
/ Warrant Arrest, 1 public safety, 1 driving after suspension / no seatbelt 
Citation #275, 1 speed / turn signal warnings, 1 crosswalk violation warn-
ing, 1 juvenile concern, 1 security check, 1 expired registration warning, 
1 suspicious activity
30-July: 1 security check,1 911 hang-up, 1 speed Citation #277, 5 speed 
warning, 1 speed Citation #278, 1 expired registration warning, 1 speed 
/ turn signal warnings, 1 medical, 1 speed Citation #279, 1 driving con-
duct warning, 1 found property, 1 juvenile concern, 1 distracted driving 
Citation #280, 1 distracted driving Citation #281, 1 distracted driving 
Citation #282, 1 distracted driving Citation #283, 1 distracted driving 
Citation #284, 1 record check, 1 miscellaneous officer, 1 expired regis-
tration warning / driving after revocation Citation #285, 1 agency assist, 
1 welfare check, 2 equipment warning
31-July: 1 fire, 1 public assist, 1 warrant arrest, 1 alarm, 1 5th degree 
possession of controlled substance / possession of marijuana / posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia / evade tax / driving after revocation / no 
insurance, 2 medical, 1 vehicle lockout, 1 agency assist, 1 welfare check, 
1 seatbelt warning, 1 miscellaneous officer, 3 speed warning, 1 fraud, 
1 record check, 2 juvenile concern, 1 driving after revocation Citation 
#286, 1 3rd degree DWI
1-Aug: 1 medical, 1 stop sign warning, 1 no license plate warning, 1 
speed / driving after suspension Citation #287, 1 alarm, 1 trespass,1 civil, 
1 speed warning, 1 Speed Citation #288, 1 DWI Arrest - reference ICR 
20002998, 1 vehicle lockout
2-Aug: 1 stop sign / traffic device / 3rd degree DWI, 2 turn signal warn-
ing, 1 speed Citation #289, 5 speed warning, 3 agency assist, 1 alarm, 1 
drive without headlights / expired registration warnings,  1 driving con-
duct / turn signal warnings, 1 driving conduct warning, 1 disturbance, 1 
miscellaneous officer

SHERBURNE COUNTY SHERIFF’S ACTIVITY REPORT 
WEEK OF JULY 27 - AUGUST 2, 2020

The following individuals have been booked into the Sherburne Co. 
Jail for the alleged offense(s):
Della Jane Stone, 31 of Coon Rapids, MN  55448 - FEL drugs 5th de-
gree. Robert Joseph Nordstrom, 53 of Princeton, MN  55371 - FEL bur-
glary. Matthew Arthur Lau, 33 of Princeton, MN  55371 - FEL drive 
by shooting & FEL 2nd degree assault. Timothy Cortez Harris, 26 of 
Elk River, MN  55330 - FEL terroristic threats, interfere with 911 call 
& MSD domestic assault. Andrew Scott Haberman, 36 of Becker, MN  
55308 - FEL 5th degree drugs, tax fraud, drug paraphernalia and driving 
after cancellation - IPS. Tanesha Rennett Gillett, 27 of St. Cloud, MN  
56304 - FEL 2nd degree assault & MSD domestic assault. Randy Dwaine 
Weeks II, 37 of Big Lake, MN  55309 - Hennepin Co. warrant. Justin 
David Vanderhoff, 28 of Anoka, MN  55303 - Sherburne Co. warrant. 
Kelly Jo Sweere, 40 of Sunburg, MN  56289 - Chippewa Co. warrant. 
Gideon Dan Morrow, 22 of Alexandria, MN  56308 on a- Sherburne Co. 
warrant. Frank Francis Mikulak, III, 39 of Coon Rapids, MN  55433 
- Sherburne Co. warrant. Rickey Lashawn Hughes, 37 of Olivia, MN  
56277 - Sherburne Co. warrant. Michael Olan Gray, 32 of Minneapolis, 
MN  55414 - Sherburne Co. warrant. Ronald Lowell Fisher, 45 of Elk 
River, MN  55330 - Le Sueur Co. & Sherburne Co. warrants.
Citations Issued: 1 drugs - possess small amount of marijuana in motor 
vehicle., 1 drugs - possess drug paraphernalia, 2 operate mv with expired 
registration, 1 accident - driver fails to stop - accident to property, no 
injuries, 14 speed, 1 driver fails to stop for stop sign, 1 fail to stop at stop 
signs or stop line, 2 no proof of insurance, 1 uninsured vehicle - driver 

violation, 3 DUI, 1 open bottle law, 1 drive without valid license for 
vehicle class or type, 7 driving after revocation, 1 liquor possession by 
person under 21. Total: 37
Calls for Service: 1 burglary, 3 theft, 1 assault, 2 drugs/narcotics, 2 DWI, 
8 disturbing the peace, 6 harassment, 9 property damage, 3 criminal sex-
ual conduct, 1 driving after revocation/suspension/cancellation, 1 crimes 
against administration of justice, 3 trespass, 5 fraud complaint, 4 animal 
lost, 1 property lost, 1 missing person, 1 animal found, 3 property found, 
1 accident – mv fatal, 1 accident – mv personal injury, 5 accident – mv 
property damage, 1 accident – mv property damage hit and run, 1 ac-
cident – vehicle v. animal, 3 animal complaint, 4 conservation, 8 dog 
complaint, 1 fire – other, 1 fire – grass, 1 gas leak/smell, 2 alarm – carbon 
monoxide, 5 death, 28 medical, 1 mental case, 7 domestic, 11 public 
assist, 27 agency assist, 7 alarm – security, 24 civil complaint, 74 officer 
initiated traffic stop, 20 traffic complaint, 2 garbage/littering, 3 suspi-
cious person, 9 suspicious vehicle, 4 juvenile complaint, 1 attempt to lo-
cate, 12 security check, 17 extra patrol, 1 loud music complaint, 16 check 
the welfare, 2 burning complaint, 2 boating complaint, 2 ATV complaint, 
5 shooting complaint, 3 fireworks complaint, 1 parking complaint, 3 jail 
medical, 7 paper service, 6 suspicious activity, 4 hazardous materials, 
19 miscellaneous officer, 10 background check, 1 open door, 3 warrant 
arrest, 33 transport, 4 911 phone alarm, 6 911 hang up, 4 court book & 
release, 3 follow up, 3 public lift assist, 5 vehicle lockout, 4 vehicle off 
road. Total: 483

Legal Notices,
Police and 

Sheriffs’
Reports 

are online at
www.patriotnewsmn.com

WRIGHT COUNTY SHERIFF’S ACTIVITY REPORT 
PERIOD ENDING AUGUST 3, 2020

July 27: Blayde Christopher Daniels, 60, of Monticello, was arrested in 
Benton Co. - Wright Co. & Sherburne Co. warrants - 5th degree posses-
sion of controlled substance violations. Jeremy Cromwell Phyle, 39, of 
Monticello, was arrested in Monticello - charge of 1st degree criminal 
damage to property. 
July 28: Phillip Bradley Sadler, 20, of Kandiyohi, was arrested in Kandi-
yohi Co. - Wright Co. warrant - 5th degree possession of controlled sub-
stance violation. Jenna Kathrin Newman, 28, of St. Cloud, was arrested 
in Stearns Co. - Wright Co. warrant - 2nd degree burglary violations. Toni 
Jean Klosterman, 26, of St. Paul, was arrested in Anoka Co. - Wright Co. 
warrant - 5th degree possession of controlled substance violation. Toby 
Robert Schwanke, 34, of St. Cloud, was arrested in Monticello - charges 
of 2nd degree DWI refusal to test & driving after cancellation inimical 
to public safety. Paul Martin Pederson, 41, of Big Lake, was arrested in 
Buffalo - charge of 2nd degree DWI. Michelle Nora Chapman, 50, of 
Delano, was arrested in Delano - charge of domestic assault.
July 29: Corey Jamal Evans, 40, of St. Cloud, was arrested in Clearwater 
- charge of 1st degree DWI. Jamie Terrell Smith, 32, of Brooklyn Center, 
was arrested in Washington Co. - Wright Co. warrant - 2nd degree as-
sault violations. Michelle Nora Chapman, 50, of Delano, was arrested in 
Buffalo - charge of violation of domestic abuse for contact order. Charles 
Arnold Euerle, 56, of Delano, was arrested in Delano - charge of viola-
tion of harassment restraining order. Alyssa Kay Corey, 42, of Winona, 
was arrested in Albertville - charges of possession of shoplifting gear & 
shoplifting.
July 30: Tyshawn Lashawn Linzy, 30, of Minneapolis, was arrested in 
Big Lake - charge of fleeing law enforcement & Hennepin Co. warrant - 
check forgery. Andrew Joseph Rohwer, 37, of Maple Lake, was arrested 
in Buffalo - Wright Co. court order - 3rd degree possession of controlled 
substance violation. Brian Michael Johnsted, 51, of Zimmerman, was 
arrested in Monticello - Wright Co., Anoka Co. & McLeod Co. warrants - 
5th degree possession of controlled substance violations. Alexander John 
Neaton, 20, of Watertown, was arrested in Howard Lake - charge of 5th 
degree possession of controlled substance. Lawrence Left Hand Bull, 
26, of Richville, was arrested in Rockford - charge of 2nd degree DWI. 
Alex Michael Ward, 24, of Delano, was arrested in Delano - charge of 3rd 
degree DWI. Mohamed Abdille Mohamed, 22, of Chaska, was arrested in 
Clearwater - charge of driving after cancellation inimical to public safety.
July 31: Robert Lee Scarbrough, 44, of Buffalo, was arrested in Buffalo 
- charges of obstruction of legal process & toxic substance abuse. Luke 
Steven Lemire, 24, of Ramsey, was arrested in Otsego - charge of 2nd 

degree DWI. Robert Edward Dexter, 29, of Monticello, was arrested in 
Sherburne Co. - Wright Co. warrant - 1st degree DWI violations. Frank 
Richard Ford, 32, of St. Paul, was arrested in Ramsey Co. - Wright Co. 
warrant - weapons violations. Jaden Allen Larson, 26, of Warren, was 
arrested in Scott Co. - Wright Co. warrant - 5th degree possession of 
controlled substance & Polk Co. warrant - 3rd degree sale of controlled 
substance. Paris Samuel Morman, 25, of Roseville, was arrested in Anoka 
Co. - Wright Co. warrant - domestic assault violations. Craig Adam Shoe-
maker, 30, of Blaine, was arrested in Itasca Co. - Wright Co. & Carver 
Co. warrants - 5th degree possession of controlled substance violations. 
Richard Joseph Hewett, 47, of Rush City, was arrested in Monticello - 
charge of 5th degree possession of controlled substance. Rodney Lee 
Lennard, 46, of Otsego, was arrested in Otsego - charges of 2nd degree 
assault, 3rd degree assault & terroristic threats. Brady Rolland Helgeson, 
40, of Buffalo, was arrested in Buffalo - charge of 3rd degree DWI.
Aug. 1: Terry Lee Dunn, 60, of Clearwater, was arrested in Clearwa-
ter - charge of 3rd degree DWI. Erik Christopher Henry, 35, of Edina, 
was arrested in Monticello - charge of 3rd degree DWI. Steven Ray L. 
Sanchez, 32, of Big Lake, was arrested in Monticello - Sherburne Co. 
warrant - domestic assault. Nathan Earl Robb, 30, of Monticello, was 
arrested in Monticello - charges of disorderly conduct, obstruction with 
force & fleeing law enforcement.
Aug. 2: Donald Duane Shore, 35, of Buffalo, was arrested in Monticello 
- charge of 3rd degree DWI. Kevin Thomas Moe, 33, of Otsego, was 
arrested in Otsego - charge of domestic assault. Robert Lee Scarbrough, 
44, of Buffalo, was arrested in Hennepin Co. - charge of terroristic threats 
& violation of an order for protection. Bryant Joe Erickson, 39, of An-
nandale, was arrested in Annandale - charge of violation of domestic 
abuse no contact order & McLeod Co. warrant - theft. Trevor Randal 
Weege, 31, of Delano, was arrested in Delano - MN Dept. of Corrections 
warrant - 2nd degree DWI violations. Marcus Ricardo Brown, 26, of 
Minneapolis, was arrested in Buffalo - MN Dept. of Corrections warrant 
- parole violation.
Aug. 3: Candice Marie Goehring, 54, of Annandale, was arrested in 
Annandale - Wright Co. warrants - 5th degree possession of controlled 
substance violations.
There were 25 property damage accidents, 10 personal injury accidents, 
3 hit & run accidents & 2 car deer accidents. 
There were 11 arrests - DWI, no underage consumption arrests, & 94 
tickets - miscellaneous traffic violations reported this week.

BIG LAKE POLICE DEPARTMENT  
CALLS FOR SERVICE - JAIL BOOKINGS

WEEK OF JULY 27, 2020 - AUGUST 2, 2020
Call for Service Summary: Total Calls for Service for Week: 291; 2020 
Calls for Service: 9,779; Traffic Stops/Enforcement: 64; Citations: 16; 
Arrests:  2; Medical Emergency Calls: 10; Mental Health Holds: 2; Civil 
Mediation (Child Custody-Property): 2
BLPD Jail Bookings – Also Reflected in the Sherburne County Sher-
iffs Officer Booking Report: Randy Weeks – (Age 37 – Big Lake, 
MN) –  felony warrant; Kirstin Person – (Age 36 – Big Lake, MN) – 
misdemanor 4th degree DWI; Della Stone – (Age 31 – Coon Rapids, 
MN) – felony 5th degree controlled substance.
Sun., Aug., 2, 2020: Highline Dr/196th St - Juvenile Complaint - Report 
of juveniles climbing on power line tower, mediated by officers. 460th 
blk Ormsbee St - Harassment - Officers investigated verbal harassment 
between parties. 650th blk Forest Rd - Property Damage - Report of dam-
age done to outside of home. 
Sat., Aug., 1, 2020: 101 Lakeshore Dr – Agency Assist – Report of a 
male who appeared to be drowning in the water. Officers attempted to 
rescue the individual. Sherburne County dive team responded. See Sher-
burne County media release.  172nd St/197th Ave - Trespassing - Report 
of parties on the train tracks, parties removed by officers. Minnesota Ave/
CR 43 - Revoked Driver - Driver stopped by officer for traffic violation, 
issued summons for Driving While Revoked. Hiawatha Ave/Eagle Lake 
Rd – Bicyclist/Vehicle Crash – Bicyclist struck by a vehicle. Minor in-
juries to bicyclist. 
Fri., July 31, 2020: Hwy 10/172nd St - Revoked Driver - Driver stopped 
by officer for traffic violation, issued summons for Driving While Re-
voked. 100 blk Henry Rd - Juvenile Complaint - Report of disorderly 
juveniles, mediated by officers. Ormsbee St/Forest Rd - DWI - Driver 
stopped for a traffic violation and suspected to be under the influence of 
narcotics.  Arrested and booked into jail, see bookings for charges.
Thurs., July 30, 2020: CR 43/Minnesota Ave – Agency Assist – Report 
of driver who took out a gun and shot out the tires of another vehicle in 
Elk River. Officers located the vehicle in Big Lake. Driver initially did 
not comply with officers’ commands, but eventually exited the vehicle 
and was placed into custody. A black handgun was located. MN State 
Patrol investigating. 19591 Station St  - Domestic Disturbance - Officers 
mediated a verbal domestic altercation. 3300 blk Lake Ridge Dr - Theft 
- Report of property theft, investigation ongoing. 1201 Hill St - Property 
Damage - Report of damage done to vehicle. 5000 blk Mitchell Rd - 
Domestic Disturbance - Officers mediated a verbal domestic altercation.
Wed., July 29, 2020: Hwy 10/CR 81 - Vehicle Crash with Injuries. Party 
transported to hospital. 19591 Station St - Domestic Disturbance - Of-
ficers mediated a verbal domestic altercation. 18700 blk Providence Dr 
- Fraud - Officers investigating fraud complaint.
Tues., July 28, 2020: Hwy 10/CR 15 - Felony Narcotic Arrest – Offi-
cer stopped vehicle for traffic violation, could smell burning marijuana 
coming from vehicle, located methamphetamine, cocaine, and marijuana 
inside the vehicle. Driver arrested and transported to jail. Eagle Lake 
Rd/Hiawatha Ave - Juvenile Complaint - Report of disorderly juveniles, 
mediated by officers. Eagle Lake Rd/Martin Ave - Disturbance - Officers 
dispatched mediate a verbal disturbance. 500 blk Glenwood Ave - Theft - 
Report of property theft, investigation ongoing. Lakeside Park - Juvenile 
Complaint - Report of disorderly juveniles, mediated by officers.
Mon., July 27, 2020: 130 blk Eagle Lake Rd - Warrant Arrest - Suspect 
located on an outstanding arrest warrant, booked into jail. 400 Fern St - 
Theft - Report of property theft, investigation ongoing. Hwy 10/Industrial 
Dr - Revoked Driver - Driver stopped by officer for traffic violation, 
issued summons for Driving While Revoked. 500 blk Glenwood Ave - 
Theft - Report of property theft, investigation ongoing. 600 Minnesota 
Ave - Theft - Report of property theft, investigation ongoing. 400 Fern St 
- Theft - Report of property theft, investigation ongoing. 4580 blk Pond 
View Dr - Domestic Disturbance - Officers mediated a verbal domestic 
altercation.



I received a text the 
other day from my neigh-
bor about a killer in our 
neighborhood. Immedi-
ately I was on alert and 
wanted to know more. 
After all, it’s not every day 
that a killer is reported in 
your neighborhood. The 
next text I got had a pic-
ture of the killer. This con-
firmed the killer’s identity. 
As I looked at the picture 
I thought, yep, we have a 
killer in the neighborhood, 
I better get over there 
right away. Of course, 
I’m talking about a Cicada 
Killer Wasp (Sphecius spe-
ciosus).

More accurately this 
wasp is called the Eastern 
Cicada Killer, because it 
occurs in the eastern half 
of the country and up into 
the upper Midwest. It also 
ranges as far south as Mex-
ico and Central America. 
But most people, myself in-
cluded, just call it “Cicada 
Killer”. 

The Cicada 
Killer is a 
very large 
solitary 
w a s p , 
r a n g -
ing in 
s i z e 
f r o m 
o n e 
to two 
i n c h e s 
l o n g . 
They have 
four large 
brown or golden 
wings, and a black abdomen 
(hind part) that has irregular 
shaped yellow stripes. Some 
say that it looks similar to a 
yellow-jacket or hornet but 
those are a very different 
kinds of insect. The Cicada 
Killer is a ground dwelling 
wasp. 

Females are larger than 
the males. They are big 
enough that when you see 
one for the first time, they 
will definitely catch your 
attention. The Cicada Killer 
is one of the largest wasps 
in the United States. 

Now for the interesting 
part. Females digging un-
derground chambers in well 
drained or sandy soils where 
she lays her eggs after mat-
ing. In fact, this is the easi-
est way to find evidence of 
a Cicada Killer is to look for 
small piles of dirt that she 
has excavated. Often these 
nests are under large rocks 
or under asphalt driveways. 
They use the rock or drive-
way as a heat sink, to help 
rise the temperature of the 
egg chamber and incubate 
the egg. Often the nests are 
on south-facing hillsides or 
any place where the sun is 
shining to warm up the land. 

So, at this point in the 
article, you are probably 
asking yourself several 
questions. Are these wasps 
dangerous and why are they 
called killers. The Cicada 
Killer can deliver a nasty 
sting, but they are not an ag-
gressive wasp and will only 
sting if handled roughly 
or stepped on. They save 
their stinging for something 
much more diabolical. 

Females hunt for Ci-
cada’s, the large and noisy 
insects of summer, but 
she doesn’t eat them. She 
stings them with a paralyz-
ing toxin. After paralyzed 
and helpless, she flips the 
Cicada over and carries it 

upside down back towards 
her nest. The problem is, 
the Cicada usually weights 
more than the wasp so she 
must get up high in a tree 
so she can “glide” down to-
wards her nest. She deposits 
the helpless Cicada into her 
underground chamber. She 
will lay a single “male” egg 
on the Cicada before sealing 
the entrance to the cham-
ber. She will have upwards 
of ten chambers per nest. 
When she lays a “female” 

egg, she will leave 
two or three par-

alyzed Cicada 
in the cham-
ber. When 
the egg 
h a t c h e s 
the lar-
val wasp 
( l o o k s 
l ike a 

m a g g o t ) 
will have 

a fresh meal 
waiting for them. 

It is widely believed 
that the reason the females 
are larger is because they 
have more to eat in the lar-
val stage. After eating, the 
larva changes into a pupa 
then metamorphose into the 
adult wasp and they leave 
the nest chamber. 

As adult wasps they are 
not dangerous for people. 
They feed on flower nectar 
only and rarely sting hu-
mans. The adult males hang 
around the nesting sites 
looking for females to breed 
with. If you watch them, it 
looks like they are aggres-
sively attacking anything 
that approaches the nesting 
chambers. In fact, they are 
just going out to investigate 
if what they are seeing is a 
female they can mate with. 
When they discover it is just 
a dragonfly or a honeybee, 
they return to their favorite 
perch and keep a watchful 
eye open for a female. If 
another male Cicada Killer 
approaches, they often fight 
but grabbing each other in 
mid-air and try to drive the 
other off. When this hap-
pens their flight pattern is 
erratic and they often bump 
into things. Eventually one 
lets go and is driven off. The 
male returns to his perch. 

More than likely you 
have a killer in your neigh-
borhood also. But don’t 
panic, they are harmless and 
cool critters that are fun to 
watch. Until next time…

Stan Tekiela is an au-
thor and naturalist who 
travels the U.S. capturing 
images and studying wild-
life. He can be followed on 
www.facebook.com and 
twitter.com. He can be con-
tacted via his web page at 
www.naturesmart.com.
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Obituaries

THERESA E. HANCE, 85
BIG LAKE, MN

OCTOBER 3, 1934 – JULY 30, 2020

T h e r e s a 
passed away 
peacefully 
on Thurs-
day, July 
30th at 
P a r k 
V i e w 
C a r e 
C e n -
ter in 
Buffalo, 
M i n n e -
sota.  A 
private Cath-
olic Service and 
Interment was held at 
Our Lady of the Lake Ceme-
tery in Big Lake, Minnesota.

Theresa was born October 
3, 1934 in Winsted, Minnesota 
to John and Mary (Neumann) 
Quast.  She retired from Hoff-
man Engineering after 17 years 

of service.  Her 
greatest joy was 

found spending 
time with her 
family.

P r e -
ceded in 
death by 
h u s b a n d , 
J a m e s .  
Survived by 

three chil-
dren, Carol 

(Dave) Sper-
ling, Dale (Kelly) 

Hance, Mike Hance, 
all from Big Lake.  Grand-

children, Shawn (Jessica), 
Eric, Hannah Sperling, Erin 
and Kyle (Amanda) Hance.  
One great grandchild, Adalyn 
Marie Hance.

TERRY CHARLES SWANSON, AGE 71
VIRGINIA, MN 

FORMERLY OF BIG LAKE, MN

Passed away 
on July 28, 
2020, under 
h o s p i c e 
care at 
the Min-
neapo-
lis VA 
Medical 
Center. 
T e r r y 
was born 
on De-
cember 13, 
1948, in Mon-
ticello, Minne-
sota, to Wendell and 
Irene (Moshier) Swanson. He 
graduated from Big Lake High 
School in 1966 and went on to 
join the Army. Terry served 
in Korea during the Vietnam 
War from 1966-1969. He was 
quickly promoted to Staff 
Seargent E6 at the age of 20. 
After his time in the Army, 
he worked for Control Data 
and as a Project Manager for 
Industrial Dredging & Engi-
neering. He later spent many 
years as a successful car sales-
man in Elk River and then in 
the Atlanta Metro area. He en-
joyed the outdoors, especially 
hunting, fishing, and boating. 
He is best known for his love 
of fishing. He competed in 
countless fishing tournaments 
across the country. He was 
known to share his passion 
for fishing with his friends 
and family.  Terry was gener-
ous and charismatic and loved 
spending time with his family 
and friends.

 Terry is survived by his 

brother, Jim (Mar-
cie) Swanson of 

Big Lake, MN; 
his children, 
Amy (Scott) 
V e r b o u t 
of Min-
n e a p o l i s , 
MN; Erick 
( L i n d a ) 
Swanson of 

Fergus Falls, 
MN; Keri 

(Brad) Hodg-
son of Loganville, 

GA; stepdaughter, 
Amie (Rob) Weaver of 

Brooklyn Park, MN; grand-
children, Maxwell, Matthew, 
Wyatt, Natalie, Kendall, 
James, and Madelyn; stepsib-
lings, cousins, nieces, neph-
ews, and many friends. He is 
preceded in death by his par-
ents, as well as his brother Joe 
Swanson.

A private family service 
will take place at Greenwood 
Cemetery in Big Lake, MN, 
with a public celebration of 
life at a future date to be de-
termined.

The family wishes to thank 
the Minneapolis VA Medical 
Center for their kind and pro-
fessional care of Terry. In lieu 
of flowers, memorials may be 
directed to Minneapolis VA 
Health Care Systems https://
www.minneapolis.va.gov/giv-
ing/, American Cancer Soci-
ety, or an organization of your 
choice.

Additional information 
and condolences: https://trib-
utes.com/terryswanson

GARY WAYNE KERN, 74
BECKER, MN

Passed away 
peacefully in 
his sleep on 
July 20, 
2 0 2 0 .
G a r y 
proudly 
s e r v e d 
h i s 
c o u n -
try as a 
member 
of the US 
Army. 

G a r y 
worked at FMC 
for many years 
before he owned his own 
company, G&M Machine. 
Preceded in death by parents, 

Doris and Albert 
and brother Gene. 

Gary will be 
missed by his 
wife, Marie 
(Lemon) of 
51 years, 
g o d c h i l -
dren, and 
h i s  ex-
tended fam-

ily.
Backyard 

service to be 
held August 15, 

2020 at 11:00 am 
at 14225 Central Ave, 

Becker, MN. Visitation will 
be at 10:00 am.

DYLAN PISHNEY, 16
BIG LAKE, MN

With deepest 
sorrow, we 
a n n o u n c e 
that Dylan 
P i s h -
ney age 
16 our 
m o s t 
beloved 
s o n , 
brother, 
f a m i l y 
m e m b e r , 
friend and 
t e a m m a t e 
passed suddenly 
on Friday, July 31, 
2020 in his hometown of Big 
Lake, MN.

Dylan was an avid out-
doorsman be it hunting or fish-
ing with family and friends or 
participating in a multitude of 
sports, Hockey, Football, Trap 
Shooting, Boxing (Hockey 
was his favorite sport).  Some-
how, he arranged his time so 
well to maintain multiple jobs, 
be active in the Saron Lutheran 
Church, and produce excep-
tional grades.

What really made Dylan 
tick and stand out from others 
was his unrelenting determina-
tion to succeed at all tasks put 
in from of him.  He would al-
ways try his hardest and had a 
smile doing it.  He planned on 
attending South Dakota State 
to become a pediatric Oto-
laryngologist so someday he 
could help those that had the 
same disease he did (of course 
while enjoying world class 

duck hunting and 
walleye fishing).

Dylan has 
embarked on 
a new jour-
ney leaving 
behind his 
p a r e n t s , 
Jake (Val-
e n t i n a ) 
P i s h n e y ; 

K r y s t a l 
(John) Glea-

son, his sib-
lings, Charley, 

Lily, Colton, Evan, 
Kaedynce, Reagen, Jor-

dan, grandparents, and numer-
ous aunts, uncles, cousins and 
close family friends.  Until we 
see you again someday our be-
loved Dylan.

Funeral services were 
11:00 AM Thursday, August 
6, 2020 at Saron Lutheran 
Church in Big Lake.  Inside 
services reserved for fam-
ily and close friends.  Out-
side viewing of the service 
was available via live stream 
through Saron Lutheran 
Facebook page.  Audio of 
the service was available via 
FM 90.5 (limited distance 
of church parking lot)  Rev. 
Kyle Sidlo officiated.  Visita-
tion was Wednesday from 4-8 
PM at the Williams Dingmann 
Family Funeral Home in Big 
Lake and also on Thursday 1 
hour prior to services at the 
church in Big Lake.

Becker Cemetery Association is searching for a caring, compassionate, and neigh-
borly volunteer willing to serve our Community, and assume the role of Assistant 
Salesperson/Sexton position as soon as possible, due to the declining health of 

the Board Member who currently holds that position.  
DUTIES WILL INCLUDE ASSISTING IN: 

1. Meeting with individuals & families who are purchasing graves, and inform-
ing them of current Public Cemetery by-laws, and Minnesota State Statutes;

2. Communicating with Funeral Directors, our Grave Digger, Monument 
Companies, Becker City Public Works Department, Township Boards, etcetera;

3. Marking where the graves need to be dug, and marking where the 
monuments need to be placed;

4. Transferring all Cemetery records to a digital CRM Software program;
5. And helping with the Cemetery clean-up days. 

The Assistant may also be asked to fill a vacancy on the Public Cemetery Board.  
A knowledge of native Becker area families, and also families that are new to 

the Becker area, is VERY helpful, but not required.  Having ancestors & relatives 
already interred there is not required, but desirable.  Anyone who is interested in 
applying for this position, eventually taking full responsibility in the future, and 

training another new assistant, are asked to contact Craig Schwarzkopf at 
763-262-8008 or Cell phone 763-218-8621.  Thank You!

HELP WANTED! 
Pick up a copy 
of the PATRIOT 
at the following 

locations:
CLEARWATER: 

Coborn’s; 
SANTIAGO: 

General Store; 
BECKER: 

Food Pride, 
PATRIOT office; 

BIG LAKE: 
Coborn’s

By Stan Tekiela, 
Columnist

Cicada Killer Can 
Deliver A Nasty Sting

Submitted Article

S h e r b u r n e 
SWCD is sharing 
the following infor-
mation put out by 
the MDA on mystery 
seed packets sent in the 
mail. 

The Minnesota De-
partment of Agriculture 
(MDA) has been receiv-
ing reports of residents 
receiving unsolicited pack-
ages of seeds appearing to 
come from China. Officials 
in other states, including 
Louisiana, Utah, Virginia, 
and Washington, have re-
ported similar situations. 
Any Minnesotan receiving 
a package of seeds they did 
not order should not plant 
the seeds and contact the 
MDA.

“We’re uncertain what 

these 
seeds may 

be and why people 
are receiving these unso-
licited packages,” said De-
nise Thiede, MDA’s Seed 

Unit Supervisor. “Until we 
know more, we encourage 
people to contact us be-
cause of the risk they may 
pose to Minnesota agricul-
ture and our natural land-
scapes.”

Minnesotans should 
do the following if they 
have received unso-
licited packages of 
seeds.

• Do not throw 
away the package or 
its contents;

• Do not plant 
the seeds;

• Contact 
Arrest the Pest 

line at 1-888-545-6684 
or arrest.the.pest@state.
mn.us;

• And provide your 
name, contact information, 
and the date the package 
was received.

Officials will coordi-
nate shipping the packaging 
and contents to the MDA 
Seed Program.

The MDA is working 
with the United States De-
partment of Agriculture’s 
Smuggling Interdiction and 
Trade Compliance Program 
on identification and de-
struction of the seeds.

Mystery seed packs in your mail?
Submitted Article

On August 1, the 
Sherburne History Center 
is retuning a portion of a 
former exhibit into a new 
lobby wall exhibition: Just 
a Neighborhood Thing: 
Meadow Vale and Cable. 

These two rural neigh-
borhoods in Sherburne 
County, Cable (along with 
surrounding Haven Town-
ship) and Meadow Vale, 
were both located “on the 
edge” of larger communi-
ties. Their farming roots 
were the same, but their 
stories are unique.

Before WWII, rural 
communities dotted the 
landscape throughout the 
country. Common inter-
ests, family ties, and a 
shared community identity 
brought neighbors together 

in both work and play.
As the American land-

scape changed from rural to 
urban and our society has 
become more mobile, rural 
communities have vanished 
or been transformed. Over 
the last fifty years, outside 
forces have influenced 
the fate of both Cable and 
Meadow Vale and much 
of their shared identity has 
been lost.

This exhibit runs 
through 25 November 
2020.

Visit the Sherburne 
History Center: Tuesday 
– Friday: 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
and Saturday: 9 a.m. – 4 
p.m. Admission is free. For 
more information contact 
us at (763) 261-4433 or on-
line at www.sherburnehis-
torycenter.org.

A Neighborhood Thing: 
Meadow Vale and Cable



TO PLACE YOUR AD 
CALL THE PATRIOT

 763-275-0275

OFFICE OR RETAIL SPACE. 
Hwy 10 frontage in Becker. 
1100 sq. ft. Available immedi-
ately. Call 763-261-2425.
________________________

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT -
at 935 Clearwater Center in 
Clearwater (next to The Kettle
Restaurant) 364 sq. ft. $425 
per mo. Includes utilities. 320-
558-6800 Carol Halvorson
________________________

For your convenience we accept:Classified Ad Deadline is 12 Noon WEDNESDAY

To Place Your Ad Call: • 763.275.0275  or 
stop by our office at 14054 Bank Street, Becker  • Web Site:  www.patriotnewsmn.com

THE CLASSIC, EDGE & E, 
Outdoor Wood, Pellet & Corn 
by Central Boiler. Take Advan-
tage of The Rebates available 
now, Including Additional Dis-
counts and State Fair Specials 
Give us a call or see us at the 
fair. Class-Act Outdoor Fur-
nace 763-972-6255                              
CLASSACTFURANCE.COM
________________________

WE PAY CASH FOR USED 
GUNS. Stu’s Gunsmithing 
320-258-3980, 3030 12th St. 
SE, St. Cloud.
________________________

MURPHY
CHEVROLET

New & Used Cars & Trucks
(320) 968-6239

www.murphychevrolet.com

MINNESOTA BLACKTOP-
PING. Residential & com-
mercial. Driveways, parking 
lots, asphalt, paving & asphalt 
patchwork. No job too small. 
Call for a free estimate 320-
259-7874 office. 3636 Quail 
Rd., Sauk Rapids. We accept 
Visa & Mastercard. 
www.mnblacktopping.net
________________________
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HASSAN SAND & GRAVEL 
has a large selection of dec-
orative rock, pulverized & 
screened topsoil, all types of 
driveway aggregates, wood & 
rubber mulch, landscape sup-
plies, play/volleyball/mason 
sand, fieldstone boulders, 
steps & natural quarry stone, 
drainage supplies. M-F 7am-
4pm & Sat. 7am-noon, 13530 
Williamdale Rd., Rogers. 763-
428-2393.
www.HassanSand.com
________________________

   OAK PARK 
    CREAMERY:
See us for all your feed 
needs. Hubbard, Heims, 
Purina & Oak Park brand 
feeds. Crystalyx tubs. We 
specialize in small orders 
of custom made feed. 
Fly control tubs & blocks, 
they control 4 types of 
flies. Back Rubber & Pour 
on, Bovi rubs, fly sprays. 
Fencing supplies, Alfalfa 
& grass seed. Twine spe-
cials: 9600-170 $30/bale, 
net wrap 48 x 9840 $190/
roll. Now handling Hitec 
silage bags.     
OAK PARK CREAMERY
16623 Ironwood Rd NE 
    Oak Park, MN 
     320-968-7864

Classifieds

DESKTOPS AND LAPTOP 
REPAIR. On-site or drop off. 
Computer cleanup - upgrades. 
Big Lake, 763-263-7070.
________________________

TOTAL LAWN CARE, INC.
Locally owned & operated 
since 1985. Fertilization, core 
aeration, guaranteed control 
of: weeds, crabgrass, mos-
quitoes, ants/ticks/spiders, 
grubworms and Emerald Ash 
Borer. Experience the differ-
ence! 320-685-4131. 
www.lawntlc.info.                            
________________________

GREAT NORTHERN 
UNCLAIMED FREIGHT. Fur-
niture, army surplus, tools. 
923 South Benton Drive, Sauk 
Rapids, MN. 320-251-2818.
________________________

Asphalt/Blacktopping

Automotive

Computers

Farm Supplies

Gunsmith

Furniture

Landscaping Supplies

Outdoor Furnaces

Lawn Care

Office/Retail For Rent

Young @ Heart

3rd Thurs. Each MonTh, 
noon Lunch and PrograM
rEjoicE LuThEran church 

cLEarwaTEr, Mn

Seniors

MNA Classifieds
Announcements

INVESTIGATE BEFORE YOU 
INVEST! Midwest Free Commu-
nity Paper Association does not 
knowingly accept fraudulent or 
deceptive advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to thoroughly in-
vestigate all classifieds and other 
ads which require an investment. 
(MCN)

Automobiles

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHAR-
ITY. Receive maximum value of 
write off for your taxes. Running or 
not! All conditions accepted. Free 
pickup. Call for details. 855-752-
6680 (MCN)

_______________
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK 
TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. 
Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax Deduct-
ible, Free Towing, All Paperwork 
Taken Care Of. CALL 1-855-977-
7030 (MCN)

_______________
CASH FOR CARS: We Buy 
Any Condition Vehicle, 2002 
and Newer. Competitive Offer! 
Nationwide FREE Pick Up! Call 
Now For a Free Quote! 888-366-
5659(MCN)

Business Opportunities

COMPUTER & IT TRAINING 
PROGRAM! Train ONLINE to get 
the skills to become a Computer 
& Help Desk Professional now! 
Grants and Scholarships available 
for certain programs for qualified 
applicants. Call CTI for details! 
855-960-0997 (M-F 8am-6pm ET) 
(MCN)

Cable/ Internet

BEST SATELLITE TV with 2 Year 
Price Guarantee! $59.99/mo with 
190 channels and 3 months free 
premium movie channels! Free 
next day installation! Call 855-824-
1258. (MCN)

_______________
DIRECTV - Switch and Save! 
$49.99/month. Select All-Included 
Package. 155 Channels. 1000s of 

Shows/Movies On Demand. FREE 
Genie HD DVR Upgrade. Pre-
mium movie channels, FREE for 3 
mos! Call 1-844-245-2232. (MCN)

_______________
Earthlink High Speed Internet. 
As Low As $14.95/month (for 
the first 3 months.) Reliable High 
Speed. Fiber Optic Technology. 
Stream Videos, Music and More! 
Call Earthlink Today 1-855-679-
7096 (MCN)

_______________
High-Speed Internet. We in-
stantly compare speed, pricing, 
availability to find the best service 
for your needs. Starting at $39.99/
month! Quickly compare offers 
from top providers. Call 1-855-
399-9295 (MCN)

_______________
DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Chan-
nels + $14.95 High Speed Inter-
net. Free Installation, Smart HD 
DVR Included, Free Voice Re-
mote. Some restrictions apply. 
1-844-316-8876. (MCN)

Education

BOOT STRAPS & BRA STRAPS 
Book On Amazon & Audible. Need 
to start over this year? FREE RE-
BOOT GIFTS: www.SheilaMac.
com. (MCN)

Financial

Over $10K in Debt? Be debt free 
in 24 to 48 months. No upfront 
fees to enroll. A+ BBB rated. Call 
National Debt Relief 855-995-
1557. (MCN)

For Sale

FOR SALE: Piano, Yamaha 
Clavinova CVP 209/207. Excellent 
condition. Purchased new in 2003 
for $7,140. A family member took 
a few lessons & quit. 35”x56”x23”. 
$1,250 or BO. 507-317-3866. 
(MCN)

_______________
Light Hail--Big Sale on Enclosed 
Cargo Trailers. Dump Trailers in 
stock. Just in: ALUMINUM utility 
trailers. Pull-behind Motorcycle 

cargo trailers with interior liner, 
Skidloader, carhauler & equipment 
trailers. For more information and 
PRICES go to www.FortDodgeT-
railerWorld.com or 515-972-4554. 
(MCN)

Health & Medical

Stay in your home longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In 
Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 
off, including a free toilet, and a 
lifetime warranty on the tub and 
installation! Call us at 1-855-372-
3080 or visit www.walkintubquote.
com/midwest (MCN)

_______________
DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 350 plus 
procedures. Real dental insur-
ance - NOT just a discount plan. 
Do not wait! Call now! Get your 
FREE Dental Information Kit with 
all the details! 1-855-973-9175 
www.dental50plus.com/midwest 
#6258. (MCN)

_______________
Portable Oxygen Concentrator 
May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mo-
bility with the compact design and 
long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 844-716-
2411. (MCN)

_______________
VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for 
$99. 100 pills for $150. FREE 
shipping. Money back guaranteed! 
1-866-306-9928 (MCN)

_______________
Now’s the time to be sure you 
have the Medicare Advantage 
Plan that’s right for you. Extra 
benefits may include prescription 
drugs, dental, vision, hearing aids, 
in-home aides, and more. Some 
plans may have a $0 monthly pre-
mium - regardless of your income! 
Call an insurance agent to com-
pare! 877-319-0012. (MCN)

_______________
FDA-Registered Hearing Aids. 
100% Risk-Free! 45-Day Home 
Trial. Comfort Fit. Crisp Clear 
Sound. If you decide to keep it, 
PAY ONLY $299 per aid. FREE 

Shipping. Call Hearing Help Ex-
press 1- 855-548-9854 (MCN)

Income Opportunites

NEW AUTHORS WANTED! Page 
Publishing will help you self-pub-
lish your own book. FREE author 
submission kit! Limited offer! Why 
wait? Call now: 855-623-8796 
(MCN)

_______________
Become a published author! 
Publications sold at all major 
secular & specialty Christian 
bookstores. CALL Christian Faith 
Publishing for your FREE author 
submission kit. 1-888-981-5761. 
(MCN)

Miscelleanous

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. 
EASY, ONE DAY updates! We 
specialize in safe bathing. Grab 
bars, no slip flooring & seated 
showers. Call for a free in-home 
consultation: 855-836-2250 
(MCN)

_______________
SAVE BIG on HOME INSUR-
ANCE! Compare 20 A-rated in-
surances companies. Let us do 
the shopping & save you time & 
money. Get a quote within min-
utes. Average savings of $444/
year! Call 855-697-1892. (M-F 
8am-8pm Central). (MCN)

_______________
Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE Le-
afFilter estimate today. 15% off 
Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts. Call 1-855-577-
1268. Promo Code 285. (MCN)

Want To Buy

Need some cash! Sell us 
your unwanted gold, jewelry, 
watches & diamonds. Call GOLD 
GEEK 1-866-274-7898 or visit 
www. GetGoldGeek.com/midwest 
BBB A Plus Rated. Request your 
100 Percent FREE, no risk, no 
strings attached appraisal kit. Call 
today! (MCN)

     Starting with our first issue July 3 of Patriot will be delivered        
      through the US Post Office to the following Zip Codes:

   55308, 55309, 55319 and 55320

  The drop sites you can get a paper from are:
    Coborn’s in Clearwater, Food Pride in Becker,

    Coborn’s in Big Lake and Santiago Country Store

  Subscription Form below if you would like to subscribe 

  (Check One)

  

  $6.25/1 month _____________          $18.75/3 month _____________          $37.50/6 months _____________

   $56.25/9 months _____________          $75.00/1 year _____________

   Name ________________________________________                  We Accept: VISA / MC / DISC / EMEX

   Address ______________________________________

   City__________________________________________

   State ____________________   Zip ________________

   Phone (          ) _________________________________

   (Check One) Payment Enclosed ___________________          Call Me For Credit Card ______________________                         

  

P.O. Box 458
14054 Bank Street, Becker, MN  55308

Or Call Kathy: 
Office: (763) 275-0275
Cell: (612) 219-8644

Email: legals.kathy@patriotnewsmn.com

Mail to:

Patriot News MN

Subscription form

 
Patriot newspaper will be delivered via the U.S. Post Office to the 

following zip codes: 55308, 55309, 55319 and 55320 for free

The drop sites you can pick up a newspaper at are: 
Coborn’s in Clearwater, Food Pride in Becker, Coborn’s in Big 

Lake and Santiago Country Store for free

Subscription form is below if you would like 
to subscribe to Patriot (If out of free area)

Game Answers

Music

ELECTRIC BASS PLAYER
Would like to work with musi-
cians in Big Lake/Monticello 
area. 320-319-0019, Ron.                            
________________________

1903 FARMSTEAD 
ESTATE SALE: 1523 
110th Ave SE (Palmer 
Twp.) St. cloud. August 
8th. Saturday Only 9-4. 
Antique furntiure, leather 
couch & 2 like new 
leather recliners, 3-piece 
pine bedroom set, plus 
other misc. furniture.
Collectors Choice: 
Primitives, crocks, bas-
kets, snowshoes, animal 
mounts, cask ironware, 
sword, bagonets, large 
trivet collection plus other 
collectables. Vehicle - 
1967 Pontiac Lemas, 
2-door hardtop - being 
sold AS-IS, stored in 
polebarn since 1985 See 
www.estatesale.net for 
list & pictures..     

Estate Sale

ESTATE SALE. 8/17/20 until 
everything is gone, 9am-5pm 
(Ending 8/26/20).1605 120th 
Ave, Clear Lake, MN. 425-
319-7900.
________________________
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$7,500
$11,000

$14,000
$18,000

SHOPPING LOCAL 
KEEPS TAX DOLLARS 

IN YOUR 
COMMUNITY!

By Katherine Cantin, 
Contributing Writer

The Becker City Coun-
cil meeting for August 5 
outlined some decisions 
regarding exciting new 
changes for the community. 
Becker citizens can look 
forward to some upgrades 
to parks and streets in the 
near future. 

Upgrade For 
Carl E. Johnson Park
Carl E. Johnson Park, 

located several blocks north 
of the Becker Fire Station, 

is getting some much-
needed upgrades this year. 
The Public Services staff, 
Parks & Recreation Com-
mission, and the Parks and 
Athletic Facilities Master 
Plan have all rated the cur-
rent playground equipment 
as poor.  

According to Josh 
Kuha of the Becker Rec. 
& Leisure department, “In-
vesting in Carl E. Johnson 
Park will be impactful for 
our community as the park 
resides in an area that is 
underserved compared to 
parks in other regions of 
Becker.”  He goes on to 
note the accessibility of  
the park to the surrounding 
community. 

The budget for the up-
grades came to $80,000, 
which comes from Beck-
er’s Capital Improvement 
Fund (CIP). Four compa-
nies were asked to come 
up with designs for the new 
playground, and ultimately 
the design created by Web-
ber Recreational Design 
was selected by Parks & 
Rec. as the best fit. The 
proposed design includes a 
new swing set, a playset in-
cluding slides, and a couple 
of climbing nets. 

New Dog Park
Parks and Recreation 

approved the lot north of 
the Becker City Park as 
the location for Becker’s 
new dog park. This area 
was considered ideal since 
it already has its own sep-
arate parking lot and it is 
not surrounded by housing. 
The park will consist of two 
separate fenced-in areas, 
one for small dogs and an-
other for large dogs. The 
dogs will be allowed to run 
off-leash within these areas. 

The Parks & Rec-
reation Commission has 

suggested engaging Bem-
boom’s Fence Inc. to pro-
vide the fencing for this 
new park, which is pro-
jected to cost $21,290, 
which will be paid for from 
the CIP. 

If all goes as planned, 
fence installation should 
begin in mid October, 2020.

Employee 
Recognition
The Employee Reten-

tion Strategy Group sug-
gested some changes to 
the Employee Recognition 
Policy. The main changes 
would include the recog-

nition of part-time work-
ers who worked at least 
1,040 hours annually, a list 
of reasons to cover audit 
questions regarding the use 
of public funding, a differ-
entiation between awards 
for full-time and part-time 
employees, a schedule to 
give awards quarterly, and 
the specification of the 
service award as being a 
gift certificate to Pebble 
Creek. The purpose of the 
policy is stated as “to pro-
mote employee morale, job 
satisfaction, teamwork and 
productivity, and to thank 
employees for their work 
throughout their careers and 
to recognize their contribu-
tions to the organization.”

Grant Writing
Following the decision 

to not create a position for a 
grant writer on Becker City 
Council, an alternate solu-
tion has been brought for-
ward. Hoisington Koegler 
Group Incorporated 
(HKGI) would be hired to 
help pursue grant opportu-
nities for the remainder of 
2020 and the entire calen-
dar year of 2021. All grants 
would still go through the 
proper channels, and ulti-
mately be approved by the 
City Council. Sherburne 
County has been using 
HKGI for some time, and 
has shown a return for $81 
for projects for every $1 
spent with HKGI. There-
fore, the financial cost to 
the city is nearly nonexis-
tent, since this agreement is 
predicted to bring in more 
money via grants than 
the city will spend on the 
grant-writing.

Regarding The 
Use Of Automatic 
Pool Covers
Last year, an option 

for automatic pool cover-

ings was considered as an 
alternative for fencing as a 
safety option for in-ground 
pools.  The Planning Com-
mission decided against this 
idea, deciding that fencing 
was the only viable option 
for pool safety.  All lan-
guage regarding automatic 
pool coverings has been re-
moved from the pool code 
for the city of Becker.

Proposed Change 
To RV Parking 
Ordinances
Changes to chapter 9 

and 11 parking ordinances 
would allow for a residen-

tial property to have up to 
two RV units parked on 
the lot.  A motion was also 
made to remove section 
9.19 of chapter 9 in Becker 
city code, which stated that 
vehicles and watercraft 
stored in the front yard of 
a residential lot must re-
main one foot away from 
the sidewalk or five feet 
away from the street. Some 
definitions pertaining to the 
parking of recreational ve-
hicles were also changed.

2020 Street 
Improvement 
Project Change
Recent soil borings 

done at Becker City Park 
revealed poor sub-grade 
and the presence of clay.  
A solution was proposed 
to add an inch of aggre-
gate base and add an inch 
of bituminous. Parkview 
Street and surrounding cul-
de-sacs were meanwhile 
shown to have a sound ag-
gregate base, so a proposal 
was made to do a deeper re-
claim and produce a thicker 
aggregate base. This would 
result in a cost-savings for 
the contractor and reduce 
the construction impact on 
residence. These proposals 
would increase the project 
cost by $7,456.90, which 
still comes in under the 
original budget for the proj-
ect, which is $499,174.44. 

Frontage Road/
Energy Drive Project
On a similar note, 

some new information re-
garding the Energy Drive 
Project has resulted in 
changes to the project. The 
County requested changes 
to align with various cur-
rent policies. This will add 
$47,107.24 to the project’s 
cost.

THIS PROPOSAL FOR A NEW PLAYGROUND at Carl E. Johnson Park was submit-
ted to Becker Parks and Recreation Commission by Weber Recreational Design, Inc. (Image 
from council packet)

Becker’s Recreational Future

By Bill Morgan, 
Staff Writer

And two makes four!
Seth and Nicole Hub-

bard of Becker found out in 
late March that they were 
having twins. Earlier this 
week, they held a gender 
reveal party live on Face-
book just north of Becker 
at Seth’s sister’s home.

Both Seth and Nicole 
are avid hunters and spend 
many weekends up at the 
family cabin in northern 
Minnesota. So they decided 
to have the gender reveal 
done in a hunting theme.

Two large balloons 
were filled with colored 
confetti by Seth’s sister, 
Kendra just hours before 
the event and right after 

Kendra received the sealed 
envelopes from Nicole’s 
doctor following the ultra-
sound earlier in the day.  
Keeping the secret for just 
a few hours was agonizing 
for Kendra.

As Seth and Nicole — 
she showing a baby bump 
in her midriff — stood sev-
eral yards away from the 
large balloons, they each 
aimed their hunting bows 
at separate tethered bal-
loons and simultaneously 

released their arrows. As 
the balloons burst in the air, 
a cloud of pink and a cloud 
of blue confetti filled the 
air and everyone erupted in 
cheers and tears.

Friends and family 
attending the event were 
Tony and Sherry Hubbard  
(Seth’s parents), Haley 
Hubbard (Seth’s sister), 
Grant and Kendra Orrock 
(Seth’s sister and brother-
in-law w/children  Ray-
lin & Reed), Shane and 

Erika Gearen w/son Bar-
rett (friends of the couple), 
Blake and Lucy Schmidt w/
daughter Hailey (friends of 
the couple) and Joan Tamm 
(Seth’s grandmother).

The babies are due in 
November.

With bow opener in 
mid-September, Nicole 
is hoping she can maybe 
sneak in a night up in the 
stand before the littles ar-
rive in November.

SETH AND NICOLE HUBBARD kneel in front of the 
colored confetti that revealed the genders of their twin babies 
due in November. (Submitted Photos).

Hubbards shooting 
for twins in November

RIGHT ON TARGET! Seth and Nicole Hubbard used their compound hunting bows 
and arrows to explode two balloons at a gender reveal ceremony earlier this week.

LOU LOU’S CRAFTS. Nadine Race has been busy sew-
ing a variety of face masks, hand made baby blankets and 
bibs, adult bibs, kitchen towels, bowl cozies, blankets, crin-
kle toys, casserole holders and aprons at her home north of 
Becker. Her items are for sale at Becker Farmer’s Market 
Fridays from 3 to 6 p.m. in Becker Furniture World parking 
lot. (Photo by Mary Nehring).

Need a mask?

SURE TO PUT A SMILE ON SOME YOUNGSTERS 
FACE, this note was at a local store right next to the 10¢ 
Laffy Taffy. The note simply reads “please enjoy this RAN-
DOM act of KINDNESS” with two quarters taped to it! 
(Submitted Photo)

Super cool idea!

FRESH SWEET CORN. Avery Olson and Izaiah Reyn-
olds (11th graders from Becker) have been on the move de-
livering fresh sweet corn to people’s door steps in the Becker 
area. The Olson family has planted sweet corn for many 
years and had a bumper crop this year due to warmer than 
average temperatures. The young men sold the corn for $6 a 
dozen to raise money to visit a park as a summer trip. (Sub-
mitted photo). 

Sweet Delivery!



ADVERTISING
SELLS!

Call to place 
your ad and 

start seeing 
results! 

PATRIOT
763-275-0275

Becker Pizza Depot
The Area’s Best Pizza -- Ask Anyone!

14281 Bank Street, Becker • 763-262-2700
www.BeckerPizzaDepot.com • Facebook: Pizza Depot

Order Online!

Church DirectoryChurch Directory

1st St, Becker  (763) 262-2500

Trouble-Free
Nationwide
Trucking

Todd & Barb Potter - Owners

13000 Sherburne Ave • Becker, MN 55308
763-262-5850 • 1-800-755-3143

www.TJPotterTrucking.com

SPONSORED BY: SPONSORED BY:

RYAN HUBBARD
763-263-8334 

RESIDENTIAL  • COMMERCIAL - AGRICULTURAL

8852 Cty Rd 23
Becker, MN 

Phone:
763.261.5656

Free Loaners ~ Free Estimates 
~ Honest Work

Ralph du Monceaux, Owner

763-261-5656
Ralph’s

Auto Body

Church Directory

www.HallerRealtyHomes.com
KYLE HALLER
320-266-4567

Becker Office 12908-1st Street, Becker

6715 125th Ave - Clear Lake, MN
320.743.2387 • Cell: 320.290.9843

Scott & Tonia Ulsby

763-262-1454
Becker, MN

763-452-2500
Big Lake, MN

320-743-2204
Clear Lake, MN

FUNERAL HOME • CREMATION SERVICES
www.williamsdingmann.com

FAMILY FUNERAL HOMES

763-262-4237

M-F
8AM-

4:30PM

Owner: Chad Schwintek
13050 1st Street Becker, MN 55308

763-218-1293
www.bogart-pederson.com

Bogart, Pederson 
& Associates Inc.

SURVEYING & 
ENGINEERING

16455 122nd St Becker MN 55308

763-263-9471Becker, MN 763-333-5588

  • BECKER
Grace Lutheran Church (LCMS)
David M. Johnson, Pastor 763-262-7782. Sunday 
Worship 9 am, Sunday School, Education Hour 
10:30 am, Wed. J.U.M.P. 6pm. Hwy 10, turn 
onto Edgewood Street (near Hwy 25 N exit), 1/4 
mile on left.
Becker Baptist Church 763-261-4202. 
Acting Pastor Nathan Bucher
Youth Pastor Kevin Drehmel
Amy Drehmel, Director of Ministry to 
Children & Families
11951 Hancock Street, Becker, MN
Sunday worship service at 10:30 am - register to 
attend worship service in person, or find links to 
watch online, by visiting our website.
Youth service live on YouTube/Facebook on 
Wednesdays at 2:00 pm.
Children’s storytime on Facebook Tuesdays & 
Thursdays at 2:00 pm
Visit our website more information:  www.beck-
erbaptist.org
Becker Evangelical Free Church Located at 
Becker High School. Patrick Drury, Senior Pastor 
763-261-4125. Chris Salvevold, Pastor of Youth 
Ministries. www.beckerfreechurch.org. Office: 
11373 150th Ave SE. Sunday Worship: Becker 
High School, Worship/ Teaching/Fellowship for 
all ages 10am Sunday school for ages birth-adult 
during school year. Wed night kids ministries 
ages K-5. His Kids for K-3 boys & girls, Gym 
45 for 4th & 5th grade boys & G.I.R.L.S. Group 
for 4th & 5th grade girls. ELEVATE for 6-12th 
grade students. 
Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church
Father Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 12100 
Sherburne Ave, Becker, 440 Lake St N, Big 
Lake. Temporarily, all Masses are being held at 
the Becker location at 5 pm on Saturday and 9:30 
am on Sunday.
Faith (Becker) Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
Pastor Yolanda Denson-Byers, 11755 Sherburne 
Ave, Becker. Sundays Worship at 9:30 am (Holy 
Communion on 1st & 3rd Sundays) Nursery pro-
vided Sunday school at 10:00 am, Refreshments 
& fellowship at 10:30 am. Wednesday 5:15 5th 
& 6th Grade “Grapple”, 6:30 7th – 9th grade 
confirmation, 7:30 Youth Group. Bible Study: 
Wednesday 9:30 am. 763-261-5751.   
Oakwood Community Church Assemblies of 
God Senior Pastor Gerry Bass & Sarah www.
oakwoodccbecker.org Services: Sunday Adult 
Bible Study Class 9:00 am, Children’s Sunday 
School Class 9:00am, Worship Service 10:00 
am, Children’s Church 10:45 am, Wednesday 
Night: Royal Rangers & Missionettes (Nurs-
ery-6th grade) 7-8:30 pm, Youth Group (7th to 
12th grade) 7:-8:30 pm, Adult Bible Study 7-8:30 
pm. Location: 13140 1st St., Becker (in SW cor-
ner of Becker Furniture World) 763-220-6004.
Snake River Free Mission Church Sunday 
Worship & Sunday School 10:30 am. Hymn Sing 
Second Sunday every other month 4:30 pm.  Pas-
tor Steve Johnston. 5mi N of Hwy 10 on Cty Rd 
11, then 1.5 mi E on Cty Rd 4, 3/4 mi. N on 180th 
St. 612-219-8648.
Becker Christian Center & Abundant Grace 
Church Ken Hanson, Pastor 763-262-2177, 
15455 59th St SE, Becker, 6 mi N Junction 23 & 
16. Praise & Worship 9:30 am Sunday; Wednes-
day 7 pm all family growth fellowship.
Beacon House of Prayer 12264 Pleasant Ave. 
Becker. Worship Thursday 6:30 pm. Pastors 
Brian & Linda Holmes. 763-263-3771.
Maranatha Baptist Church Pastor Glenn Mc-
Carver. Sunday School 10 am, Worship 11 am. 

Wednesday Prayer Service 7 pm. 763-262-1571.
Free Grace United Kevin Wilson, 763-245-
0001. Meets Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. at Peb-
ble Creek Golf Course, 14000 Clubhouse Ln, 
Becker.

• BIG LAKE
ACTS Seventh-Day Adventists Community 
Church 763-263-2287, Pastor Bill Nixon, 20455 
187th Ave NW, Big Lake, Sat. 9 am Worship, 
Saturday. Sabbath School 10:15am.
Bethany Bible Church 511 Eagle Lake Road, 
Big Lake, 763-263-2167, Sunday school: 9 am, 
Worship 10 am.
Bridgeview Assemby of God Pastor Steve 
Royalty, Service Times: 763-263-6274, 10 am 
Sunday morning, 6:30 pm Wednesday evening, 
www.bridgeviewchurch.org
Community Covenant Church (SVEA) Pastor 
Dan Mutter, 763-263-6322, Cty. Rd. 15, 6 miles 
north of Hwy. 10 Worship, 10:30 am, nursey 
provided.
Cornerstone Baptist Church Pastor Gordon 
Langdon, 763-263-7878, 15300 Co. Rd. 35, 
Hwy. 10E, N. on Co. Rd. 15, N. on Co. Rd. 35, 
1/2 mi. on left.
Hope Lutheran Church (ELCA) in Orrock 
Pastor Steve Seiffert, www.hopeintherefuge.
weebly.com, 612-788-4349 or 763-263-7990 
(LM) 8 mi. N. of Big Lake or 7 mi. W. of Zim-
merman or 12 mi. NE of Becker Cty. Rd. 4.
IFLESIA AMOR VIVIENTE 
Living Love Church 221 Lake St N, Big Lake, 
Saturday 6 pm. 763-607-5403, Juan & Patricia 
Aguayo-Pastores, juan.aguayo@amorviviente.
com.
Lord of Glory Lutheran Church 4 miles E of 
Big Lake, off Hwy 10 & CR 15, 763-263-3090, 
Pastor Marty Mably, Sundays: 8 & 10:30 am 
Worship.
Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church
Father Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 12100 
Sherburne Ave, Becker, 440 Lake St N, Big 
Lake. All Masses are temporarily being held at 
the Becker location at 5 pm on Saturday and 9:30 
am on Sunday.
Riverside Church Phone: 763-263-2410; Hwy 
25 & Cty Rd 14, Big Lake. Schedule: 8:45 am, 
10:30 am & 12:05 pm. Info @ www.MyRiver-
sideChurch.com
Saron Lutheran Church 311 Lake St. S (Hwy 
25), Big Lake, 763-263-2209, www.saron.org. 
Pastor Kyle Sidlo, Worship Sundays, 9:30 am 
indoors or live stream. Currently, Saron is not 
offering Sunday School.

• SANTIAGO
South Santiago Lutheran Church ELCA 
Angela LaMoore, Pastor, Hollie Holt-Woehl, 
Pastor,  14675- 37th St, Clear Lake, MN 55319,  
763-662-2048. Sunday Worship at 8 am & 10 
am. Kingdom Kids at 9 am  on Sunday. Con-
firmation (7-9) on Wednesday evenings at 6:30 
pm., with worship at 7:30p.m.
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church E.L.S & 
Princeton Evangelical School Timothy Zenda, 
Pastor. (3 mi E of Cty 11, Santiago on Cty Rd 
3). Sunday: Sunday School & Bible Class 10:30 
am, Divine Worship 9 am. Holy Communion on 
1st & 3rd Sunday.
Glendorado Lutheran (ELCA,
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church (ELCA). 
Pastor Shari Routh 920-573-0193. Church office 
763-662-2241. Sun day Good Shepherd Worship 
9 am, Glendorado Worship 10:30 am.
Gethsemane Church (ELCA) Ronneby. Pastor 

Barbara Peterson 320-983-5002. Sunday Wor-
ship 10 am.
Glendorado Evangelical Country Church Pas-
tor Sam Alfano. Sunday School 9:30 am; Wor-
ship Service 10:30 am, 3rd Sunday of each mo. 6 
pm Singspiration Public Invited. Wed. Awana & 
Bible Study 7-8 pm for all ages.

• CLEAR LAKE
Living Waters Church Pastor Mark Stahl 320-
292-0250. Sunday morning worship at 10 am 
(Children’s Church provided). Wednesday Bible 
Study at 6:30 pm (Fellowship Meal at 5:30 pm). 
7830 Church St. P.O. Box 26, Clear Lake. lw-
churchus@outlook.com web: www.livingwaters.
us
Trinity Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 
George Sagissor III, Pastor  320-743-2919. Sun-
day Worship 8:45 am; Sunday School 9:45 am,  
Adult Bible Class. 
St. Marcus Catholic Church Fr. Joseph Bac-
kowski 320-743-2481. Mass: Saturdays 5 pm. 
(year-round) Sunday: Jan -Jun 8 am, July -Dec 
10 am; Confessions: Saturday 4:15 pm. 8701 
Main Avenue, P.O. Box 237, Clear Lake, MN 
55319.

• DUELM
St. Lawrence Church Father Joseph Backow-
ski. Mass: Jan - June, Sunday 10 am,  July - Dec 
8 am. Reconciliation: 7:15 am when Mass begins 
at 8 am & will follo w after Mass at 10 am.
320-968-7502 or 320-743-2481.
St_Lawrence@victorcc.net 

• CLEARWATER 
Clearwater United Methodist Church 405 
Main St, Clearwater 320-558-2581. Pastor Ken 
Felska. Sunday Traditional Worship 8:30 am 
forministry.com/usmnumetccumcc. 
Freedom Bible Church Old Clearwater Post 
Office. 605 Lime St 9:30 am & 6 pm Sundays 
-Bible Study; 10:45 am Sundays - Worship Ser-
vice; 7 pm Wednesday - Bible Study.
Rejoice Lutheran Church - ELCA 1155 Cty 
Rd 75, Clearwater. Pastor: Jim Bump 320-558-
6851. Wednesday night Worship 7:30 pm. Sun-
day Worship at 9:30 am, 10:30 am Fellowship. 
Sunday School, Adult Ed, Cappuccino Bible 
Study (Jr. & Sr. High) www.rejoicelutheran-
church. org 
Church of St. Luke 17545 Huber Ave. NW 
Clearwater. Fr. Dennis Backer, Pastor 320-
558-2124 Weekend Mass 5pm Sat 8 & 10 am 
Sunday Weekday Mass: Tuesday – Friday 8 am; 
Sat 9 am. Reconciliation avail 45 min prior to 
all Masses. Holy Days as announced. churchof-
stlukes.com
Tri-County Alliance Church 8464 160th St 
NW Clearwater (Cty Rd 104 & Hwy 24) 320-
558-2750 Pastor David Fogal Sunday School 9 
am Worship Service 10:30 am Wednesday Bible 
Adventure (kids) 6-7:30 pm Wednesday Youth 
(Gr. 6-8) 6-7:40 pm Wednesday Youth (Gr. 
9-12) 7:20-9 pm. tcachurch.com        

•MAPLE LAKE
Silver Creek Community Church Pastor Zach 
Pryor. 4282 114th St. NW,  Maple Lake,  55358 
(Co. Rds. 8 & 143 in Silver Creek) Ph. 320-963-
3957. www.silvercreekcommunitychurch.com. 
Sunday Worship 9 am, 10 am Fellowship, 10:30  
am Sunday School. Tuesday 5 pm Bible study 
@ In Hot Water. Wednesday  9 am Bible study 
@Irish Blessings,   6:15 Youth Group supper/
meeting. 

Located at the corner of Hwy. 10 & Co. Rd. 11
763-262-0080

Monday-Friday
 7:30am-5:30pm

763-262-5050 • 13034 1st St SE, Becker
beckercollision.com

LUPULIN BREWING CO.
MICROBREWERY & TAP ROOM

570 HUMBOLDT DRIVE, SUITE 107
LUPULINBREWING.COM

Strengthening the fabric of our community.

Big Lake 19943 Co. Rd. 43 NW - 763-262-3661

oldnational.com Member FDIC

763-295-2918

Funeral & Cremation Service
805 Main St. NW, Elk River, MN 
763-441-1212 • Fax 763-241-1194

763-295-2918
250 East Broadway, 

Monticello, MN  55362

Tim Suchy, AAMS & CRPC®

Financial Advisor
763-262-9988

24 
HOUR

Towing & recovery

19640 200th Ave., Big Lake

Great West Mechanical, INC.

plumbing & hvac
19740 200th Ave. NW, Big Lake

www.greatwestmech.com

KEN GEROUX CONSTRUCTION
C O R P O R A T I O N

Integrity • Excellence
Uncompromising Customer Satisfaction

Lic. #BC002757
Big Lake • 763-263-6878

Dr. Reed Dill 
& Dr. Laura Dill

FAMILY & COSMETIC DENTISTRY
290 EAGLE LAKE RD. N. BIG LAKE

763-263-3262 • WWW.CORNEROAKSDENTAL.COM

Kathy J. Nelson
(612) 219-8644

Becker Office: 12390 Sherburne Ave 
www.realtor-kathynelson.com

763- 262-6500
quality cars, trucks & vans

www.dansofbiglake.com

Becker 763-261-4200  |  Princeton 763-389-4099
Monticello 763-271-7177

www.sherburnestatebank.com

Your Hometown Bank

Sherburne
State Bank

Member 
FDIC

Jody Buesgens
612-812-5980

twistedsistertours@outlook.com

“GREAT OPTIONS FOR WINTER VACATIONS”

14068 Bank St., becker
(ACROSS FROM SHERBURNE STATE BANK)

Hours: Sun-Thurs 11am-9pm Fri & Sat 11am-10pm
763-275-0270

Pizza, Wings & MorePizza, Wings & More

This space 
can be yours!
763-275-0275

INSURANCE SPECIALISTS TEAM
Julie Evans, 
Agent/CWCA

763-244-3735
530 Jefferson Blvd., Big Lake • julie@istmn.com
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Sports News
Quality Building Supplies 

at Affordable Prices
Since 1975

BOOK YOUR ORDER!

Call for a FREE estimate
117th Ave., Milaca

(north end of Milaca off Central Ave)

BUILDING
$PECIAL$

320-983-6304 • 1-800-818-1846

LATCHAM-LIND LUMBER &
POST FRAME BUILDINGS

By Bill Morgan, 
Staff Writer

The Big Lake Hornet 
Legion baseball team took 
two of three this week, beat-
ing Princeton twice and los-
ing to Monticello in a shutout.

Big Lake 14, 
Princeton 3
Big Lake’s Samson 

Schlegel would not be denied 
at the plate when runners 
were on base in the July 23 
game, as he drove in six runs 
on three hits to lead the Hor-
nets past Princeton 14-3. 

Schlegel drove in runs 
on a double in the fourth, 
a double in the sixth and a 
home run in the seventh.

The Hornets pulled away 
for good with six runs in the 
fourth inning. Zach Robeck 

singled on a 1-2 count, scor-
ing one run; Chad Boeckman 
singled on a 3-2 count, scor-
ing two runs, Schlegel dou-
bled on a 2-1 count, scoring 
two runs, and an error scored 
another run for Hornets.

Chandler Nagorski 
pitched the Hornets to vic-
tory, allowing two hits and 
two runs over two and a third 
innings. Brandon Stern threw 
one and two-thirds innings in 
relief out of the bullpen.

Krone took the loss for 
Princeton. He lasted three and 
two-thirds innings, allowing 
four hits and five runs while 
striking out two.

Zeus Schlegel started the 
game for Hornets. He went 
three innings, allowing one 
run on one hit and striking 
out five

The Hornets saw the ball 

well that day, racking up 14 
hits in the game. Robeck, 
Schlegel, PrestonSchlegel, 
Dylan Robeck, and Zeus 
Schlegel all collected multi-
ple hits for the Hornets.

Monticello 4, 
Big Lake 0
The Hornets fell behind 

early and couldn’t come back 
in a 4-0 loss to Monticello 
Tuesday.

Monticello scored on a 
single by Brock Witola and 
a double by Axelberg in the 
second inning.

A single by Josh Hunt in 
the second inning was a posi-
tive for the Hornets.

Van Culin led Monti-
cello to victory on the hill. He 
lasted seven innings, allowing 
four hits and zero runs while 
striking out nine and walking 
one.

Zach Robeck took the 
loss for Hornets. He lasted 
three innings, allowing five 
hits and three runs while strik-
ing out two and walking one.

Hunt went 2-for-3 at the 
plate to lead Hornets.

Monticello scattered 
seven hits in the game. Axel-
berg and Affeldt all had mul-
tiple hits for Monticello.

Big Lake 9, 
Princeton 1
The Hornets blew out 

Princeton 9-1, July 30.
The Hornets got on the 

board in the first inning when 
Preston Schlegel drove in one 
with a single.

The Hornets put up three 
runs in the second inning.

Zeus Schlegel was cred-
ited with the victory for Hor-
nets. He surrendered zero 
runs on one hit over three and 

two-thirds innings, striking 
out seven. Samson Schlegel, 
Josh Hunt, and Zach Robeck 
all put in work in relief out 
of the bullpen, steering their 
team towards the victory.

Peterson took the loss 
for Princeton. He surrendered 
seven runs on 10 hits over 
four innings, striking out four.

The Hornets racked up 
13 hits in the game. Schlegel, 
Schlegel, Chandler Nagorski, 
Schlegel, and Hunt all col-
lected multiple hits for Hor-
nets. Schlegel went 3-for-4 at 
the plate. 

The Hornets didn’t com-
mit a single error in the field. 
Keenan Hjermstad had 12 
chances in the field, the most 
on the team.

Legion team beats Tigers twice, loses to Magic

transmission by the Minnesota De-
partment of Health (MDH). Other 
members noted that moving foot-
ball to spring also impacts several 
other activities, including band, 
cheer, spring dance, and other 
spring sports, particularly for multi-
sport athletes. 

A spring football season is ex-
pected to take place from March to 
May 2021, but with a reduction in 
the number of games and weeks 
played. It remains unclear if fans 
would be allowed to attend games.

Earlier, MSHSL board mem-
bers voted 11-7 to move indoor 
volleyball to spring. An initial vote 
to move volleyball to spring failed; 
however a vote to keep volleyball 
in the fall also failed moments later. 

Board members had expressed con-
cerns about a spring volleyball sea-
son interfering with club volleyball 
leagues. However, members were 
also concerned about whether 
MDH would approve fall volley-
ball matches, due to face-to-face 
play and the indoor nature of the 
sport.

In a separate vote, the MSHSL 
board decided both football and 
volleyball will be allowed to have 
organized practices in the fall, sub-
ject to decisions by the eligibility 
committee.

With the shift in the calendar, 
MSHSL will adopt a “four season” 
model. According to MSHSL’s 
John Millea, the fall and winter 
sports calendars will remain largely 

the same; football and volleyball 
will be scheduled from March to 
May, and traditional spring sports 
will move to a summer schedule, 
from May to early July 2021.

Board members also voted 
to allow soccer seasons to go for-
ward this fall, with modifications. 
The season would start in less than 
two weeks, on August 17, with a 
30% reduction in competitions and 
a 20% reduction in weeks. One to 
two games would be allowed per 
week, with no scrimmages. No de-
cision was made on a postseason 
plan.

Earlier, MSHSL board mem-
bers voted 17-1 to allow individual 
sports to continue this fall, includ-
ing cross country, girls tennis, 

girls swimming and diving. Sev-
eral restrictions will be in place, 
with cross country events limited 
to three teams per contest; while 
only two teams will be allowed 
for tennis, swimming, and diving. 
The league will also shorten the 
seasons and the number of contests 
per sport.

The sports decisions come as 
the state is taking a district-by-dis-
trict approach to returning to the 
classroom for fall, with individual 
districts deciding whether to hold 
class in person, via distance learn-
ing, or by using a hybrid model.

ACTIVITIES from page 1



NOW HIRING for Big Lake, Buffalo & 
surrounding area sites 

To apply online visit:
www.divinehouse.org or call (320) 231-2738

328 SW 5th Street, Willmar, MN 56201

Starting pay $13 and up for awake hours FT & PT with
afternoon/evening shifts. Asleep overnights $10/hr. Experience 

working with people with disabilities or background in medical field 
and supervisory experience helpful but not necessary. 

We believe that all people have the right to live and work in an environment 
which provides them with pride, self-respect, friendships, and the opportunity to 

achieve success while realizing that success is defined differently for everyone. We 
feel that our job is to offer friendship, security, and guidance to those we serve.

KIMBALL & ANNANDALE LOCATIONS
Mandatory Drug Testing is required.

Starting wage $18/hour.
Extensive benefit package available
after employee meets requirements.

WELDERS WELDERS 
NOW HIRING!

Day Shift M-F
6am-2:30pm

Call Kelly (Kimball) at 320-980-7427
Call Dave (Annandale) at 320-309-1769

Please call for further details
of duties and benefits. 

RM Johnson Co 12-14-19.qxp_RM Johnson Co 4-12-08  12/12/19  11:24 AM  Page 1
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Employment

DIRECT CARE POSITIONS AT
PARADIGM RESIDENTIAL SERVICES, INC.

No Experience required, try something new. 
Great opportunity for retired persons, students
 wanting to contribute in helping other people. 

◆ Working with individuals with Mental Health
 Issues and/or Brain Injury, Higher functioning.
◆  Starting Pay: $12.00 (benefits depending on hours).
 $500.00 sign on bonus.
◆  Locations: Buffalo, Monticello, Elk River, Anoka, Princeton,   
 Dayton, Champlin.
◆  Hours: Flexible Schedules: Evenings 3pm-10pm, Weekends: 
 Every Other Sat/Sun 7am-10pm, 8am-3pm, 3pm-10pm or
 (semi live in)Friday 3pm-Sun 3pm.Or will be creative to fit   
 your schedule.
◆ Apply on line www.paraserv.org, call for application
    763-401-1128 or email cyndi.vandenberg@paraserv.org                           
◆ Requirements: 18 yrs. or older, Driver’s License,
    Ability to pass a State Background Check.

• Days or Evenings • Vacation earned from DAY 1
• Competitive Wages • Extra Incentives paid for pickup shifts
• FREE single coverage health insurance for Qualifying Positions
• Dental and Vision insurance available
• On-Campus Wellness Center - Available to staff after 
   COVID-19 restrictions are lifted
APPLY TODAY and join our wonderful and caring TEAM!
Apply on-line at www.annandalecarecenter.org
OR email Sally for more info at sally.noyes@ahcsmn.org

NOW HIRING PT

Nursing Assistants

Full or pT, or rental stylist needed 
in a full service salon in Annandale. 

It’s the perfect opportunity to 
build a clientele quickly.

Contact Shear 
Style Hair & Spa 
@ 320.274.5717

Mykkanen Services
“Environment of growth and opportunity”

Would you like to 
work with people?

We have homes in Annandale, Buffalo, Cokato, Hutchinson & Litchfield 
working with adults with developmental and other disabilities 

Mykkanen Services is hiring!

To Apply & Interview, Contact Us at:
320-224-4044, or go to mykkanenservices.com

*No Experience Necessary
*Higher weekend pay

*$13.64 to 14.44 after Paid Training
*Earn $2 more and hour on a temporary basis

*Must be at least 18, have a valid driver’s license 
and current car insurance

Kitchen Staff
Wait Staff

Delivery Drivers

Apply in person.
Hwy. 10, Big Lake

NOW HIRINGNOW HIRING

We’re looking for skilled potato harvest 
workers. Farm experience a plus and on 

the job training provided.
SEASONAL POSITIONS INCLUDE:

 • Truck Driver • General Support 
• Piler Operator • Tractor Operator 

• Truck Unloader
For more information or to apply:

Call our Becker location: 320-808-9358
careers@rdoffut.com

www.rdoffuttcompany.com

BIG BONUS POTENTIAL

FT DEPOSIT OPERATIONS MANAGER
Sherburne State Bank is seeking a FT Deposit Operations Manager at their Becker location

The Deposit Operations Manager is responsible for the daily handling of:

The ideal candidate will work independently to resolve issues by reviewing and improving processes, procedures, and forms used 
for banking services to ensure efficiency while following Bank policy guidelines. Requires a strong working knowledge of various 

bank regulations and ability to prioritize multiple tasks.
Qualifications

Experience

Sherburne State Bank offers a Competitive Salary along with benefits: Send Resume to: 
Eleza Sebesta esebesta@sherburnestatebank.com or mail it to Sherburne State Bank, P.O. Box 428, Becker MN 55308

Becker 763-261-4200  |  Princeton 763-389-4099 | Monticello 763-271-7177

EQUAL
OPPORTUNITY

EMPLOYER

• ACH Processing and assist in the pro-
cessing and research ACH disputes;
• Return Item Processing;
• Assist in the processing of incoming 
and outgoing wires, government reclama-
tions, adjustments, etc;
• Garnishments and Levies;
• ATM/Debit Card program management;
• Daily/Monthly reports;

• Internet Banking and Debit Card 
Research and Support;
• Cash Management including annual 
review, risk rating and client support;
• Balancing of internal and external 
accounts;
• Core administration, resolving client 
and employee issues;
• Check item adjustments;
• Dormant Accounts;

• Process and Review Stop Payments and 
Holds;
• Monitor Mobile Deposit, Remote Deposit 
Capture, Cash Management and ACH 
transactions;
• Provide consistently positive, effective, 
helpful service to all customers, both 
internal and external;
• Additional duties as assigned by man-
agement.

• One-year experience in similar deposit operations functions and/or experience working in a financial institution; • 
Comprehensive knowledge of banking rules and regulations; • Ability to work independently and as a team.

• Bank Operations: 1 year (Preferred); Bank: 1 year (Required)

Deli PlusAPPLY IN 

PERSON!

CASHIER/DELI  ASSOCIATE
Part-time Day & Evening shifts. 
Includes every other weekend. 

We welcome HS students & retirees.

BECKER

Come join our Spectacular Team!

Shell

C
D
L

D
R
I
V
E
R
S

Paragon Frieght Systems
is looking for drivers. Pay is 
.50/mile for all miles. Health 
package including dental, 
vision, 401K with matching 
contributions, paid vacations. 
Call Adam @ 218.280.3750 or 
Dennis @ 218.686.9589

sign-on 
bonus!

WE WANT TO
MEAT YOU!
NOW HIRING FOR

PRODUCTION!
• MULTIPLE SHIFT OPTIONS:  

Days, nights, and weekends. 
Whatever shift fits your schedule!

• $15 PER HOUR: 
Additional $2/hour nights & weekends.

• FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
jbgroup.com3200 43rd St. NE, St. Michael, MN 55376  |  763.497.3919
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Goats - 90lbs. 
and over 

Call between 
4-6 p.m. 

 763-350-0656

wanted 
Sports/Area News

“Doing business without advertising is 
like winking at a girl in the dark. You know 
what you are doing, but nobody else does” 
– Steuart Henderson Britt

“The difference between the almost 
right word and the right word is the 

difference between the lightning bug 
and the lightning.” – Mark Twain

Be a Patriot Page 
Sponsor! Call 

763.275.0275 to 
secure your ad

16.70/hr

FedEx Ground, Rogers MN
19705 Rogers Drive
Rogers, MN 55374

• Evenings or overnights • Vacation earned from DAY 1
• Competitive Wages • Extra Incentives paid for pickup shifts
• FREE single coverage health insurance for Qualifying Positions
• Dental and Vision insurance available
• On-Campus Wellness Center - Available to staff after 
   COVID-19 restrictions are lifted
APPLY TODAY and join our wonderful and caring TEAM!
Apply on-line at www.annandalecarecenter.org
OR email Sally for more info at sally.noyes@ahcsmn.org

NOW HIRING

Senior Caregivers

Troy & Amity Felton
Local & Trusted Realtors 
20+ years of experience.

PROUD TO SUPPORT 
OUR SCHOOLS, 

COMMUNITIES & 
LOCAL BUSINESSES.  

320.260.4201
realestate@troyfelton.com

St Cloud looking for 
compassionate individuals with 

initiative & enthusiasm to work as
Direct Support Staff 
Program Manager  

Designated 
Coordinator

Immediate hire!
Variety of shifts avail!

CNA Cert Pref. 1 Year Exp 
Pref. Send inquiries:

amber@taddslighthouse.com
or call Amber @ 

612-643-5360, Ext. 1104

(Adult Foster Care &
Related Services agency)

TADD’S LIGHTHOUSE

FT FINANCE ASSISTANT 
Sherburne State Bank is seeking a FT Finance Assistant to work in the Becker MN location.

The Finance Assistant is responsible for the handling of:

The ideal candidate will work independently to resolve issues by reviewing and improving processes, procedures, and forms used 
for banking services to ensure efficiency while following Bank policy guidelines. Requires a strong working knowledge of various 

bank regulations and ability to prioritize multiple tasks.
Qualifications

Sherburne State Bank offers a Competitive Salary along with benefits: Send Resume to: 
Eleza Sebesta esebesta@sherburnestatebank.com or mail it to Sherburne State Bank, P.O. Box 428, Becker MN 55308

Becker 763-261-4200  |  Princeton 763-389-4099 | Monticello 763-271-7177

EQUAL
OPPORTUNITY

EMPLOYER

• Accounts Payable processing;
• Internal auditing functions;
• Daily/monthly reports, including Board 
specific reporting;
• Balancing of internal and external 
accounts;
• Dormant Accounts/Escheat processing;
• Assisting with BSA and CTR reporting;
• Assisting with Business Continuity 
planning and training;
• Assisting with Vendor Management;
• Active involvement in outside audits 

and exams;
• Supports executive team in report pro-
duction and analysis;
• Assist with resolution of accounting 
questions or issues;
• Monitor claims of forgery and recovery 
of assets;
• Provide consistently positive, effective, 
helpful service to all customers, both 
internal and external;
• Compliance with Federal, State, and 
Local laws and regulations;
• Comprehensive knowledge of banking 

rules and regulations;
• Ability to work independently and as a 
team;
• Ability to develop and interpret reports;
• Proficiency in the Microsoft Office 
suite;
• High level of accuracy and timeliness;
• Ability to multi-task and organize pri-
orities;
• Additional duties as assigned by man-
agement.

• Associates Degree in Business, Accounting, or Finance; • Five-years’ experience in banking; 
• Experience in finance or related field.

By Mark Kolbinger, 
Contributing Writer

It was the Tanner 
Bakke show Saturday in 
Menahga as the right-
handed pitcher captured a 
pair of wins on the mound 
for the Becker Buzzards.  

Bakke went seven in-
nings in the first game, a 
4-1 win over the Menahga 
Relics, and followed it up 
by taking a no hitter into 
the fifth inning of the sec-
ond game, a 15-0 trouncing 
of the Urbank Goldtimers.

“I started the day think-
ing about how we would 
cover the day for pitchers,” 
said Bakke, who noted that 
he knew most of the other 
pitchers on staff were not 
able to make the games.  

“Fast forward to the 
first game and when I 
showed up I was told I was 
starting both.”

The first game went 
well and Bakke started 
the second game thinking 
someone else would relieve 
him.

“I was getting the outs 
and in the fourth inning, 
(Rich) Petty tells me to 
stay in the game and then I 
started thinking.”  

Petty was filling in as 

manager for the day, as 
Jason Baune was out of 
state seeking a second opin-
ion on a troublesome hip in-
jury that has kept him out of 
the lineup this season.

Once Bakke realized 
he had a no hitter going, he 
went back out for the fifth 
inning and ended up giving 
a leadoff hit that glanced 
off the glove of Becker’s 
diving left fielder.  But that 
was the end of the line for 
the Goldtimers, as Bakke 
gobbled up two quick outs 
and then struck out the last 
batter of the inning and 
Becker had the big win.

“I left the park feeling 
like I did the job I set out 
to do that day, winning two 
games,” said Bakke.  “I was 
most thrilled about the fact 
that my wife and kids were 
there to watch and be part 
of the day.”

Becker 4 Menahga 1
In the opener, Becker 

scored first as Jason Wald 
led off the game with a 
single and scored on Todd 
Klaers’ RBI hit.  In the sec-
ond inning, Petty stepped to 
the plate with a borrowed 
bat, two runners on and 
two outs and deposited the 
ball over the fence for a big 
three run home run.  That 

would be it for the scoring 
for the game, as Becker 
never advanced another 
runner to third base.  Bakke 
cruised through the game, 
giving up a meaningless run 
in the late innings.

Becker 15, Urbank 0
In a game that resem-

bled batting practice for the 
Buzzards, the runs came 
fast and furious as Becker 
scored six runs in the first 
inning and never looked 
back.  The offensive effort 
showed balance, as four 
different Buzzards had 
three hits in the game and 
the team amassed nineteen 
total hits.  

Deron Trovall was 
again hit by a pitch, as he 
remains the all time leader 
in HBP for the franchise, 
while Troy Schroeder 
scored three runs in the 
game.

For his efforts on the 
mound, Bakke was named 
Tri County Lumber player 
of the game for both games.

The Buzzards’ final 
tune-up of the regular sea-
son is Sunday when they 
host the Morris Brewers in 
a double header starting at 
2 p.m.  

Bakke dominates as 
Buzzards win two

PORK CHOP AND BRAT SALE. Top photo: Mem-
bers of Clear Lake Legion fired up the grill at McDonald’s 
Meats in Clear Lake last weekend and served brats and pork 
chops to a steady stream of customers on a stellar summer 
day. Pictured are Clear Lake Legion members Brad Thome, 
T. Vandereyk, John Hemmelgarn and Mike Swenson. Bot-
tom photo: The Spencer family (Steve, Jackie, Brielle and 
Linkin) enjoyed a family lunch outdoors at McDonald’s 
Meats last weekend. (Photos by Mary Nehring).

A great place to Meat

Employment

• Landscape rock
• Class 5 gravel
• Washed sand
• Fill sand
• Black dirt

• Granite
• Ready-mix concrete
• Color concrete
• Concrete sealers
• Crushed concrete

Equal Opportunity Employer
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Sports/ StateNews

WAITE PARK, MN • 4 24th Ave. South • 56387 • 320-252-0660 Monday - Friday 9-8 • Saturday: 9-5 • Sunday: Noon-5

www.happysleeperfurniture.com

Mattress
Sale

Lowest
Prices
of the
Season!

Trusted by millions
since 1926.

LIMITE
D TIM

E!

SALE
ENDS

SOON
!

4 24th Ave. South • Waite Park, MN 56387 • 320-252-0660 Monday - Friday 9-8 • Saturday: 9-5 • Sunday: Noon-5

www.happysleeperfurniture.com

Spring OPedic
CUSHION FIRM

$299
Queen 2 Pc. Set • Reg. $399

Twin Set......... Reg. $299 .............. $199
Full Set .......... Reg. $359 .............. $259
King Set ......... Reg. $599 .............. $499

PLUSH OR FIRM

$599
Queen 2 Pc. Set • Reg. $999

Twin Set......... Reg. $899 ................... $499
Full Set .......... Reg. $979 ................... $579
King Set ......... Reg. $1199 ................. $799

SUPER PLUSH OR FIRM

$799
Queen 2 Pc. Set • Reg. $1199

Twin Set.......... Reg. $999.................. $599
Full Set ......... Reg. $1149.................. $749
King Set ........ Reg. $1499................. $1099

ULTRA PLUSH OR FIRM

$999
Queen 2 Pc. Set • Reg. $1399

Twin Set......... Reg. $1099 ............ $699
Full Set .......... Reg. $1379 ............ $979
King Set ......... Reg. $1799 ........... $1399

LOWE
ST

PRICE
S

SEASO
N!

LOWE
ST

PRICE
S OF T

HE

SEASO
N!

National

UP TO$400 On
SelectedMattress Sets

MATTRESS
SALE

12 MONTHS INTEREST FREE FINANCING
FREE DELIVERY • SET-UP*

*WAC • With Select Mattress Set Purchase. See Store for Details.

COMFORT

WINNER
CHALLE

NGE

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Appreciative of our 
local newspaper! 

We proudly support 
our communities

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Monday-Friday 9am-5pm

PROUD SPONSOR
OF THE 

NEWSPAPER,
EVENTS, ACTIVITIES

AND BUSINESSES
IN OUR LOCAL

COMMUNITIES!

763-262-5850
tjpottertrucking.com

Grateful for our 
community newspaper 

and all the events 
covered in our 

surrounding areas!

612.298.3608
Sarawaytashek 

@edinarealty.com

Good Luck Athletes!

Be a Patriot Page 
Sponsor! 

Choose
SPECIALIZED
No time for downtime? We get 
it. That’s why we have expert 
orthopedic specialists and award-
winning physical therapists working 
under the same roof just for you. 
For teamwork that’s always on your 
side, ask for St. Cloud Orthopedics.

3315 Roosevelt Rd. 
St. Cloud, MN 56301

1901 Connecticut Ave S.
Sartell, MN 56377

320-259-4100       
StCloudOrthopedics.com

Ask for

By Bill Morgan, 
Staff Writer

Big Lake hosted the 
Graniteman Triathlon last 
Saturday, the last race in the 
Graniteman Triathlon Series 
that began with the Buffalo 
Triathlon.

Since 2010, the 
Graniteman Triathlon 
in Big Lake has grown 
to be one of Minneso-
ta’s favorite triathlons.

Big Lake’s race 
took place at Lake-
side Park located right 
along Hwy. 10, just 30 
minutes from the Twin 
Cities and St. Cloud.

The Big Lake Triathlon 
offers both sprint and Olym-
pic distances, with partici-
pants swimming .33 miles 
in the clean and clear waters 
of Big Lake to start. Athletes 
then get their season’s PR on 
one of the flattest and fastest 
bike rides in the state, cycling 
14.45 miles through the city.

The race is finalized with 
and enjoyable lakeside run of 
3.1 miles that starts and ends 
in the park. Families who 
come to cheer on their com-
petitors also had a new play-
ground for the kids to climb 
on, great music to listen to 
and plenty of food.

Two hundred and six-
ty-two participants crossed 
the finish line — 166 were 
male and 96 were female. 
The average time to finish 
was 1:29:05.

Josh Monk, 37, of Lino 
Lakes was the top overall 
finisher at 1:03:07. He was 
followed by Andrew Man-
ning, 32, of Fargo (1:03:37) 
and Kyle Swenson, 18, of 
Rogers (1:03:50). The top 
female was Jenna Horner, 22, 
of Eden Prairie, who finished 
24th (1:11:31).

Nathan Overby, 40 
of Big Lake finished 32nd 

(1:13:56) and Owen Layton, 
14, of Big Lake finished 41st 
(1:15:05).

Other local participants 
were, Tom Rettig, 57, of 
Big Lake (1:21:30), Salene 
Krueger, 21, of Big Lake 
(1:24:02), Jaden Anderson, 

17, of Big Lake (1:27:22), 
Jason Anderson, 53, of 
Big Lake (1:30:09), Spen-
cer Vold, 15, of Big Lake 
(1:31:40), Alyssa Eckstein, 
19, of Big Lake (1:32:47), 
Matt Mork, 37, of Becker 
(1:32:57), Grace Mork, 13, 
of Becker (1:32:57), Jonah 
Overby, 16, of Big Lake 

(1:34:32), Leslie Figenshau, 
37, of Big Lake (1:46:05), 
Phoebe Figenshau, 13, of 
Big Lake (1:46:06), Nata-
sha Gerwing, 37, of Becker 
(1:47:48), Jeremy Schuman, 
46, of Big Lake (1:52:37), 
Valerie Childs, 19, of Big 

Lake (1:55:01), 
James Smartwood, 
59, of Big Lake 
(2:25:56), Kelsey 
Nelson, 32, Clear-
water (2:26:40) and 
Shannon Reagan, 
43, of Monticello 
(2:33:51).

Thank yous go 

out to the organization found-
ing sponsors: Williams Inte-
gracare, Viking Coca-Cola 
and Granite Equity Partners. 
All part of the non-profit or-
ganization Active Central 
MN, committed to sustaining 
quality events in our commu-
nities!

ATHLETES OF ALL AGES came out to compete in the 
Graniteman Triathlon last Saturday in Big Lake. (Photo by 
Shelley Berthiaume).

Graniteman Triathlon 
fetches 262 racers

PINK FLAMINGOS and a host of volunteers were 
on hand at the Bible Story station of the VBS. (Submitted 
Photo).

the stations and they were also provided for the attendees 
who desired to wear one but had forgotten their own.

Berger estimates that 60 children per night took ad-
vantage of the opportunity.

“We’re hoping it will help get them excited for next 
year,” said Berger.

VBS from page 1

For all 
your 

insurance 
needs 

give  us  a 
call!

B E C K E R  A G E N C Y
763-261-4201 • www.steilins.com
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