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PATRIOT OFFICE
763-275-0275
14054 Bank Street,
Box 458, Becker, MN 55308

The Patriot is the
official newspaper for Clear
Lake, Clearwater, Orrock,
Palmer & Santiago Town-
ships, City of Becker, Becker
Township and Becker School
District #726, City of Big Lake
and Big Lake School District
#727.The Patriot is also the
legal newspaper for the
Sherburne County financials.

LEGALS/CLASSIFIEDS/
OBITUARIES
Call 763-275-0275
or send an email to
legals@
patriotnewsmn.com

SPORTS STORIES
Call 763-275-0275 or
email Bill at
reporter.bill@
patriotnewsmn.com

ADVERTISING
Call 763-275-0275
or email Carol at (sales.
carol@patriotnewsmn.
com) or Mary at (adsales@
patriotnewsmn.com).

DEADLINES:
Wednesday 11am Legals &
Notices, Wednesday 10 am

Display & Classified Ads.

WEBSITE
Check out each week’s
content at our website:
www.patriotnewsmn.com

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
The Patriot welcomes
letters to the editor.
Call 763-275-0275
or email Bill at
reporter.bill@
patriotnewsmn.com
Addresses and phone
numbers are required for
verification purposes.
The deadline for all letters is
T11am Wednesday. Limit
letters to 200 words or less.
Letters will be printed at the
discretion of the Editor and
are subject to editing for
grammair, libel and brevity.
Two letters per writer per
subject each year.

OBITUARIES:
Obituaries are $75 prepaid.
The Editor reserves the right

to edit lengthy obituaries.

BUSINESS HOURS:
-Mon. - Wed. 8am to 5pm,
- Thurs. 8am to 3pm
-Friday CLOSED

SUBSCRIPTION RATES:
$100 annuallly,
$50 for six months,
$25 for three months or
$9 amonth.

SUBMITTED MATERIAL:
There will be a $50 charge for
all thank you, engagement,
wedding and birth
announcement
pictures. The Patriot is not
responsible for
correctness of ads
received by telephone.
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By Don Bellach,
Contributing Writer

You may eat a hot dog
or hamburger on the Fourth
of July or always have
ham on Easter or Roast
Beef for Christmas, but the
meat isn’t the focus of the
holiday like Turkey is for
Thanksgiving.

According to Ashley
Kohls, Executive Direc-
tor for the Minnesota Tur-
key Growers Association,
which is headquartered in
Buffalo, MN — 30 mil-
lion turkeys will have been
consumed during the week
of Thanksgiving, and one
in five of them will have
been grown in Minnesota.
In fact, Minnesota has been
the number one turkey pro-
ducer for the nation since
the 1940’s and currently
is home to over 600 first
to sixth generation turkey
farms.

By the time one reads
this article, one will have
already purchased and
eaten one’s turkey. Ac-
cording to Kohls, 70% of
consumers purchased their
turkeys more than a week
out from the holiday.

For McDonald’s Meats
co-owner Jennifer Dierkes,
she purchased the 300 fresh
turkeys needed for Thanks-
giving Day shopping in
July. They had just arrived
the week before Thanks-
giving, when this reporter
stopped by to talk turkey

By Bill Morgan,
Editor

(Editor’s Note: The
following excerpt is taken
from a post the Big Lake
Fire Dept. issued on social
media last Saturday).

Trucks are washed,
hoses are hanging, and our
firefighters are back home
with their loved ones to-
night — grateful for an-
other safe outcome thanks
to strong teamwork and
community support.

Today (Saturday) at
8:18 a.m., Big Lake Fire
was paged to a report of a

with her. Dierkes said that
approximately half of those
turkeys would be pre-or-
dered by customers who
have been getting their
turkeys from McDonald’s
Meats for years. Customers
also had the option to order
pre-brined whole turkeys.
Last year, 25 customers
took advantage of

this service and Di-

erkes estimates

that another

25 will do so

again this

year.

Per-
haps the
fastest
growing
offering
at  Mec-

Donald’s
Meats
is  their
smoked tur-
key.

“They are
pre-cooked, so
it takes half the
time to prepare than
a traditional turkey and
they’re delicious,” Dierkes
said. “It’s the only thing I’ll
let my family eat.”

She plans on serving
smoked turkey and ham
for Thanksgiving. She
explained that her brother,
and co-owner, Travis Mc-
Donald, insists on having
ham. Though smoked tur-
key is trending upward, ac-
cording to the MTGA, 65%
of consumers prefer a roast

Fire near train
station knocked

down, settles
= W—

A LARGE DEBRIS FIRE broke out Saturday morning at the
Big Lake Public Works compost site. Dozens of firefighters from
all over the region descended upon the location to ensure it
didn’t spread to neighboring properties. (Patriot Photo by Bill
Morgan).

brush pile on fire near the
transit station. Captain 3
quickly located the column
of smoke and determined
the fire was coming from
the Big Lake Public Works
compost site.

Upon arrival, Captain
3 found a two-story pile of
leaves and mixed yard de-
bris that had spontaneously
combusted near the top.
With high winds and a sig-
nificant fuel load, he imme-
diately requested mutual
aid from Monticello Fire

BL FIRE
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TALKING TURKEY
MCDONALD’S

turkey over
other ways
of prepar-
ing it.

During
this interview,
Dierkes took a moment
to answer a customer’s
questions. Becky Bying-
ton from Buffalo, MN

TURKEY
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MCDONALD’S MEATS CO-OWNER JENNIFER DIERKES (in
hat) helps a customer with questions about Turkey brines. (Pa-
triot photo by Don Bellach)

Eastern Wild Turkey

As you can imagine
I like to attract different
species of birds to my
yard, so it should come as
no surprise that I scatter
some whole and cracked
corn occasionally on the
ground to feed my local
flock of Eastern Wild Tur-
key. A small group of adult
male turkeys, called a Tom,
stops by every couple of
days and a slightly larger
group of females also stop
by. One day, I looked out
my office window, and I
could see one of the male
turkeys in full display, with
his tail fanned, his wings
drooping to the ground.
He was working very hard
to impress the females.
Of course, the females
were not impressed and
completely ignored him.
Once again, normally this
wouldn’t be very notable
but it’s the time of year that
makes it stand out and
unusual. Turkeys
breed in spring
not fall.

I could
add to this
list of in-
teresting
nature
oddi-
ties, but
I think
you got
the idea.
So, what’s
up with this
out of season
behavior? This
is a well-known bi-
ological condition that
happens each autumn or
early winter. Technically
it is called gonadal recru-
descence. Yep, if you read
that correctly you might
understand that it is a con-
dition where the gonads on
the males wake up and start

By Naturist
Stan Tekiela

to produce testosterone and
push the male back into
breeding condition.

So, let’s back up a
minute and take a look at
what goes on during the
“normal” breeding season.
Each spring the amount
of daylight increases each
day. The time from sunrise
to sunset is called the photo
period. Each day the photo

period grows lon-
ger and
lon -
ger.

It’s
the du-

ration of
daylight that kicks off the
breeding season in birds,
reptiles and more.

In the fall, the photo
period is getting shorter
each day but at some point,
the total amount of daylight
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in the fall will match the
photo period that occurred
in the spring breeding sea-
son. So, when this happens,
the males perceive the day-
light as the same as spring
and is tricked. The repro-
ductive organs are also
tricked and start to recru-
descence or become active.

When this happens,
the male starts to move into
breeding condition. For
the amphibians like frogs,
the male will start to call.
For turkeys the males start
to display for the females.
If you are a Hooded Mer-
ganser you swim in front of
females and display your
bright white hood and so
on and so on.

But as the days become
shorter and shorter, the re-
crudescence subsides and
the male moves away from
the false breeding condi-
tions. All of the male’s dis-
playing and calling fades
away. He won’t return to
these conditions until the
length of daylight increases
again in spring.

To the keen nature
observer these kinds of
unusual behaviors are in-
teresting and notable. 1 for
one, love to see these kinds
of behaviors because it
helps me to more fully un-
derstand what is happening
in the natural world.Until
next time...

Stan Tekiela is an au-
thor / naturalist and wild-
life photographer who
travels the world to cap-
ture images of wildlife. He
can be followed at www.
Instagram.com and www.
Facebook.com. He can be
contacted via his website at
www. NatureSmart.com.
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A Season for Noticing

His teacher. The earth.
Cars. His mom and dad.
Music. Shapes. Love.

These are the things
my five-year-old son, a kin-
dergartner at Eastview Ele-
mentary in Monticello, listed
when asked what he is most
thankful for this year.

As tender as those senti-
ments are, you might wonder
why I’'m beginning here. As
[ near my fourth decade on
this earth, I’m reminded of
how everything — holidays
included — changes as we age.
We try to hold onto the tradi-
tions we loved as kids, to tap
back into that sense of won-
der that once felt so natural.
We’d arrive at the festively
adorned table with food mag-
ically prepared and waiting,
our only responsibility to eat
and not make too much of a
fuss.

Well, perhaps that part
hasn’t changed.

But what was
once effortlessly
carefree now
involves days
— sometimes
weeks — of
coordinating,
planning, shop-
ping, cleaning,
scheduling. We
wonder whether
we’ll make our
connecting flight,
which route will
help us avoid
traffic, whether
we have enough clean sheets,
and if anyone remembered
to close the garage door. The
very season meant to slow us
down, speeds us up.

Still, the wonder isn’t
gone. It’s just tucked into
the corner of our routines
and takes more effort to see.
Maybe that’s why children
are so good at finding it;
they’re closer to the small
things we adults tend to over-
look.

That’s the headspace I'm
trying to return to.

Life piles so much on
us: worry, stress, anxiety,
bills, schedules. The sim-
plest things — even the closest
things — become the hardest
to see. The things we voiced
freely as children without
thinking or embarrassment.

The irony is that those
are the things we need most.

At the heart of Thanks-
giving is this idea of grati-
tude for what truly matters.
Yet I can’t recall hearing an
adult express thankfulness
for something as elemental as
love. We mention people we
love, sure. Or places we love.

A SIMPLE KINDER-
GARTEN PROJECT re-
minds us not to overlook
love. (Submitted Photo).

Andrew Diemand,
Contributing Writer

But what about just...love it-
self? The very force without
which none of this would be
happening.

Henry David Thoreau
touched on this in Walden
when he wrote, “Most of the
luxuries, and many of the so-
called comforts of life, are
not only not indispensable,
but positive hindrances to the
elevation of mankind.”
When you strip
away the excess,

you find we
\ actually need
I & very little. The
rest are add-
ons — things
we’ve con-
vinced ourselves
are essential, feed-
ing a cycle of
wanting more:

bigger, newer,
faster.
That con-

stant desire for

more keeps us
from appreciating what’s al-
ready here.

Thanksgiving is a good
moment to push back against
that impulse, but I encourage
you to extend that practice
beyond one day. Try to return
to that childlike gratitude for
things as simple as shapes.
The earth. The presence of
love. These might seem obvi-
ous, but it’s the obvious that
easily fades into the back-
ground.

Wake your eyes up again
to the things so simple you
forgot to notice them. Those
are the things with the deep-
est impact. Even an atom, the
smallest thing imaginable,
holds the structure of every-
thing that exists.

It’s the smallest things
that anchor us.

So take a moment to
reexamine what you already
have, whether it’s the com-
fort of a familiar routine or
simply the promise of a new
morning. I suspect you’ll find
those things are more than
enough.

Happy Thanksgiving.

Some local tax rates

could be higher in 2026

By Ken Francis,
Contributing Writer

Tax rates in some juris-
dictions in Sherburne County
could be increasing in 2026.

A report released by the
auditor-treasurer’s office last
week shows six of eight cities
and three of nine townships
in the county are proposing
higher tax rates in 2026.

All nine townships held
their annual meetings in
March, at which time resi-
dents voted to either increase
or decrease their tax levies.

In Becker Twp., the
rate is proposed to go from
19.462% to 20.741%.

Blue Hill Twp. could
see a slight increase from
11.840% to 12.077%.

Livonia Twp. is pro-
posing an increase from
19.535% to 20.489%.

The other six townships
are looking at a tax rate de-
crease.

The rate in Orrock Twp.
is proposed to drop from
17.801% to 16.326%.

Big Lake Twp. is ex-
pecting a tax rate drop from
18.982% to 18.204%, with
tax rates on properties within
the Elk River Fire District
falling from 19.516% to
17.603%.

In Clear Lake Twp. the
rate is proposed to fall slightly
from 12.920% to 12.200%.

The tax rate in Haven
Twp. could decrease from
15.644% to 14.565%.

In Palmer Twp., the rate
will decrease from 13.148%
to 11.506%.

Santiago Twp. is looking
at a decrease from 12.976% to
12.576%.

Like last year in the cit-
ies, Clear Lake is expecting a
lower tax rate, from 45.375%
t0 39.093%.

In Zimmerman, the rate

TAXES
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TO THE EDITOR:

Individual responsibility.
That phrase is how the GOP
once chose to explain it’s phi-
losophy. It means of course
that everyone is responsible
for their own actions. But
Trump, Emmer and the GOP
seem to have abandoned
that philosophy. They blame
America’s epidemic of ille-
gal drug use on foreigners.
Have immigrants been caught
force-feeding / injecting inno-
cent American citizens with
fentanyl and other illegal sub-
stances? No. The cartels are
engaged in the classic capital-
ist role of being the supplier
to the demander (American
drug addicts). America’s drug
appetites created and paid for
the cartels and their violence.

President Trump first prom-
ised to build an impenetrable
wall (paid for by Mexico, of
course). We haven’t heard
much from him about that
lately, though. Instead, our
giant and very expensive
Navy has picked off 20+
boats from Venezuela which
may or may not be involved
in the drug trade. In any
event, they are small potatoes
and will have close to zero ef-
fect on the gigantic drug trade
here in America. The root of
the drug epidemic in America
is right here at our doorsteps.
Individual responsibility. But
I don’t see Trump, Emmer or
any other politician acknowl-
edging the truth of that.
Anthony Thompson

Big Lake, MN

BL FIRE
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and had Big Lake Tower 1 respond as the next truck out of
the station. Conditions indicated that the fire could spread
rapidly toward the adjoining property of Rite Away Auto
Inc., which houses hundreds of scrap vehicles.

With the help of the owners and staff of Rite Away
Auto, crews were able to access the lot to slow the spread.
Because of heavy fuels on the east side and flames reach-
ing nearly 20 feet, an engine equipped with a deck gun
was brought in for a fast, powerful knockdown. Addi-
tional units from Monticello and Elk River were requested
to shuttle water and provide much-needed manpower to
reach difficult areas of the pile.

As the fire grew in size and low-hanging smoke made
operations more challenging, Captain 3 requested Becker
Fire for manpower and later their ladder truck for addi-
tional elevated support. Elk River Fire also responded with
their utility truck and LSU trailer to assist with air bottle
refills for crews working inside the smoke.

To reach the deep-seated fuels within the pile, an ex-
cavator from Brenteson’s was requested to work along-
side Public Works loaders, pulling apart the large mass of
leaves to allow crews to reach hotspots.

This incident was a reminder that strong partnerships
make all the difference. Thanks to coordinated teamwork,
quick decision making, and support from multiple agen-
cies, the fire was brought under control and the surround-
ing area was kept safe.

Zimmerman Fire was requested to standby at the Big
Lake Fire Station.

Big Lake Police assisted with traffic control and gain-
ing access to Public Works and Rite Away Auto.

“We want to extend our sincere thanks to: Monticello
Fire, Elk River Fire, Becker Fire, Zimmerman Fire, Clear
Lake Fire (for assisting Becker during their own emer-
gency), Big Lake Police, CentraCare Ambulance, Big
Lake Public Works, Brenteson Co., Rite Away Auto, Big
Lake Domino’s, and the thoughtful community members
who stopped by with treats for our crews,” said the BLFD
post.

“Big Lake—thank you for always standing behind
your firefighters. Stay safe, and we’ll be here when you
need us.”

PUBLIC NOTICES (MoRE NoTICES oN PAGE 5)

2026
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
TO PUBLISH FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
DELINQUENT TAX LIST
AND OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF
SHERBURNE COUNTY

Sealed bids for the publication of Sherburne County’s financial state-
ment, delinquent tax list, and the official proceedings of the Sher-
burne County Board, are to be submitted to the Sherburne County
Auditor-Treasurer Office, Sherburne County Government Center,
13880 Business Center Drive NW, Suite 100, Elk River, Minnesota
55330-1692. Bids will be accepted until 4:30 p.m. on December 18,
2025, at which time they will be publicly opened and read aloud.
From the said proposal received and accepted, the County Board of
Commissioners will award the bids for the year 2026 at its regular
meeting on Tuesday, January 6th at 9:00 a.m. or shortly thereafter.
Bids will be received for the following:
1. Publication of financial statement as required by Minn. Stat. §
375.17.
2. Publication of official proceedings of the Sherburne County Board
sessions as required by ~ Minn. Stat. § 375.12.
3. Publication of notice and list of real estate taxes remaining de-
linquent in Sherburne County as required by Minn. Stat. §§ 279.08
and 279.09.
4. Publication of other public notices.
Bids shall be submitted in exact accordance with the Bidding Doc-
uments. The Bidding Documents may be obtained at the Sherburne
County Auditor-Treasurer Office, Sherburne County Government
Center, 13880 Business Center Drive NW, Suite 100, Elk River,
Minnesota 55330.
All bids must be sealed and marked “Bid for Publication of the Sher-
burne County Financial Statement, Delinquent Real Estate Taxes,
and the Official Proceedings of the Sherburne County Board.”
The Sherburne County Board of Commissioners reserves the right
to accept or reject any and all bids and to waive any informalities or
irregularities in bidding.
By order of the County Board.
Dated at Elk River, Minnesota, this 18th day of November 2025.
/s/ Loraine Rupp, Auditor-Treasurer
Sherburne County
(Published in the Patriot: 11/29/25, 12/06/25, 12/13/25.)

Office of the Minnesota
Secretary of State
Certificate of Assumed Name
Minnesota Statutes,
Chapter 333

document on his/her behalf, or in
both capacities. I further certify
that I have completed all required
fields, and that the information in
this document is true and correct
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Getting Back to Work

The House is back in
session after the longest fed-
eral government shutdown in
American history, reaching a
staggering 43 days. On No-
vember 12, President Trump
signed the government fund-
ing bill into law and the
House of Representatives got
back to work legislating after
the Democrat-imposed shut-
down.

Epstein Files

Transparency Act

This week, the Epstein
Files Transparency Act was
signed into law after it was
passed in the House of Repre-
sentatives by a vote of 427-1
and unanimously in the Sen-
ate. House Republicans have
been consistent with our calls
for transparency and account-
ability regarding Epstein,
which is why I voted in favor
of the Epstein Files Transpar-
ency Act. Unlike the Dem-
ocrats, who only care about
cherry-picking evidence to
smear President Trump, Re-
publicans are letting the facts
speak for themselves and pur-
suing justice for the victims of
these heinous crimes.

Making

America Energy

Independent Again

Additionally, the House
passed three bills to nullify
the Biden administration’s
Bureau of Land Management
rules, which stifled American
energy growth and domi-
nance. These pieces of legis-
lation ensure that we can cut
red tape and clear the way
for new developments and
investments in American en-
ergy.
Supporting
Minnesota
Agriculture
This week, we had
members from the Minnesota
Agriculture and Rural Lead-
ership program in the office.
Great to catch up with every-
one and discuss ways we are
supporting farming and rural
communities through our
Working Families Tax Cut
Act.

Protecting

Girls’ Sports

On Wednesday, we sent
a letter to Governor Walz

By Rep.
Tom Emmer

demanding he reverses the
state’s policies around bio-
logical boys participating in
girls’ sports. This follows the
Trump administration finding
the state in violation of Title
IX, which could jeopardize
Minnesota’s federal funding.
My Minnesota Republican
colleagues and I are demand-
ing Governor Walz does what
is right, changes their policies,
and provides a response to the
Trump administration on the
Minnesota State High School
League’s policy that “allows
participation for all students
consistent with their gender
identity or expressions” in

sports.
Holding Governor
Walz Accountable for Mas-

sive Fraud Scandal

Finally, a bombshell
report came out this week
highlighting that Minnesota
taxpayer dollars are ending
up in the hands of Al-Shabaab
terrorists in Somalia. Gover-
nor Walz and his administra-
tion have allowed over $500
million in taxpayer dollars to
be stolen through Medicaid,
housing programs, and food
nutrition programs. Now, re-
ports indicate some of these
stolen dollars are being used
by Somali terrorists. In re-
sponse, we sent a letter to U.S.
Attorney Daniel Rosen ask-
ing that he fully investigate
these reports. As Governor
Walz continues to refuse to
admit Minnesota has a fraud
problem, we have full faith
that U.S. Attorney Rosen and
his team will take this matter
seriously and justice will be
served.

Mayor's Update

Most Minnesotans are
aware that we have two
“seasons” in our state: road
construction and snow-
plowing.

With the first snow-
flakes hitting the ground
this week, it’s a good time
to remind Becker residents
that the city does not allow
overnight street parking.
This helps our snowplow
drivers do their jobs safely.
This is also a plea to en-
sure that residents keep
their fire hydrants accessi-
ble throughout the winter.
The fire department hopes
to never have to use these
water sources, but in an
emergency such as a house
fire, minutes can make all
the difference.

Tax Statement

I wanted to take this
chance to clarify one item
from your recent tax state-
ment as it pertains to the
City of Becker.

The amount listed in
the Truth in Taxation no-
tice from 2025 did not
include the EDA levy of
$233,848, and therefore
the 2025 levy should have
shown a total amount of
$10,247,399. With this
year’s proposed 2026
total levy of $10,498,579,
the percent change is not
4.84% as printed, but rather
a 2.45% proposed increase.
The city’s Finance Direc-
tor explained this in detail
at last week’s city council
meeting.

By Mark Kolbinger
Contributing Writer

Post Office

Our campaign to KEEP
the BECKER post office in
55308 continues, and gains
momentum every day.
There are still a few t-shirts
left, and your letter writing
efforts are getting noticed.

We know that the
temporary location of the
CBU?’s at the Becker Com-
munity Center isn’t ideal,
but it has allowed unin-
terrupted mail service for
our post office box holders
without having to drive to
Monticello. We do have
one ask: please drive care-
fully in and around the
community center park-
ing lots as you get your
mail. There are a variety
of events coming up at the
BCC, including a visit from
Santa Claus himself on De-
cember 6, and we want to
ensure a safe experience for
all of our residents.

The filing of an assumed
name does not provide a user with
exclusive rights to that name. The
filing is required for consumer
protection in order to enable cus-
tomers to be able to identify the
true owner of a business.
ASSUMED NAME: Ripplea
PRINCIPAL PLACE OF BUSI-
NESS: 14386 100TH ST SE
BECKER MN 55308 USA
APPLICANT(S): Name:

Tschida Communications, LL.C
Address: 14386 100TH ST SE
BECKER MN 55308 USA

If you submit an attachment,
it will be incorporated into this
document. If the attachment con-
flicts with the information specif-
ically set forth in this document,
this document supersedes the data
referenced in the attachment.

By typing my name, I, the
undersigned, certify that I am
signing this document as the per-
son whose signature is required,
or as agent of the person(s) whose
signature would be required who
has authorized me to sign this

and in compliance with the appli-
cable chapter of Minnesota Stat-
utes. I understand that by signing
this document I am subject to the
penallties of perjury as set forth in
Section 609.48 as if I had signed
this document under oath.
SIGNED BY:

Stefanie Peterson Tschida
MAILING ADDRESS:

None Provided

EMAIL FOR OFFICIAL
NOTICES:
stef@tschidacommunications.
com

Work Item: 1600130800026

Original File Number:
1600130800026

STATE OF MINNESOTA
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
OF STATE

FILED

11/17/2025 11:59 PM
/s/ Steve Simon
Secretary of State
(Published in the
11/29/25, 12/6/25).
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wanted to know about brining turkeys. Afterward, Dierkes
explained why people appreciate her meat market to other
stores.

“That’s what sets us apart from grocery stores, we’re
here to answer questions,” she said.

Dierkes takes pride in having a knowledgeable staff
that knows about all the products they offer. That is why
it’s important for her to retain staff.

“Not every employee is going to know everything on
their first day, but as they continue to work for us, their
knowledge grows,” she says.

Speaking of knowledge, here are a few additional fun
facts from the MTGA that may resonate with our readers.
This year, 80% of turkey consumers were interested in
purchasing precooked or ready to heat and serve turkeys.
Sixty-one percent of consumers prefer white meat for their
first bite of Thanksgiving turkey, and lastly, 52% of con-
sumers enjoy their leftovers as a turkey sandwich.



CHRISTMAS
CENTRAL

SUNDAY *© 7 -DECEMBER
FROM 9:00 AM TO 1:00 PM

Clearwater American Legion Riders announce the annual
Christmas Central! Filled with a wide variety of vendors,
you'll be sure to find everyone on your list a gift!
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CLEARWATER AMERICAN LEGION
POST 323
505 Pine St
Clearwater, MN 55320

CW Tegion Made-To-Order Breakfast, 8 30am-noon. $12|person
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GILMAN
COOP

CREAMERY

9920 115™ ST NE GILMAN MN 56333
SALES VALID 11/28/25-11/30/25
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CELEBRATE THE HOLIDAYS
WITH LOCAL FLAVORI

GIFT BOXES ARE THE PERFECT GIFT

Looking for the perfect gift? Our holiday gift boxes are packed with a
delectable assortment of our finest meats and treats. From savory
sausages to mouthwatering jerky, each box is a celebration of flavor,
ideal for sharing with loved ones or treating yourself.

4 GENERATIONS STRONG

Same Location for 111 Years/!

STORE HOURS
Mon-Fri: 8:30am to 6:30pm

Sat: 8:30am to 4:00pm Sun: 10:002m to 4:00pm
Visit us at www.mcdonaldsmeats.com

Hwy 24, Clear Lake, MN - (320) 743-2311

LOOKING TO ADVERTISE?
CALL THE PATRIOT AT 763.275.0275 TODAY!

eeooee JPCOMING AUCTIONS e e oo
SUNDAY SUNDAY

NOVEMBER 30TH@ 11:00 AM | DECEMBER 7TH® 11:00 AM

ANTIQUES, HOUSEHOLD, TOOLS, COLLECTIBLES | ANTIQUES, HOUSEHOLD, TOOLS, COLLECTIBLES

ANTIQUES, COLLECTIBLES, HOUSEHOLD & DECOR’,
FURNITURE, TOOLS & OUTDOOR, YARD & GARDEN & SHOP
Now TAKING CONSIGNMENTS

3825 SHapowooD DR. NE. Sauk Rapips, MN
DIRECTIONS: ST. CLouD, E. oN Hwy 23 LEFT ON 40TH (FoLLOW SIGNS)

THIS IS A PARTIAL LISTING. B.P. & MN tax applies.
See website for more: 320 267- 1963

www.midwestauctions.com/sharer

Keith Sharer Auction Service 5-‘—‘ @3 & (B

KELLER LAKE COMMONS

ASSISTED LIVING

Keller Lake Commons in Big Lake, now an Assisted Living Community
offering full apartments ranging from 644 to 956 square feet. Cable is included in rents
for private pay and housing support (formerly known as GRH) renters. Accepting EW and
CADI. For more information please contact Nicole Gilder, Housing Director at
763-263-2363 or check us out online at www.kellerlakecommons.com

AIRIOT

ANDERSON BEAN )

BUILDING
$PECIALS

Quality Building Supplies
at Affordable Prices

__Since 1975

OIATHE

—— BOOT Gl

BK YRORDER’
LATCHAM-LIND LUMBER &
POST FRAME BUILDINGS

Call for a FREE estimate
117th Ave., Milaca

(north end of Milaca off Central Ave)

320-983-6304 +1-800-818-1846

IINSPECTION

N \ O (763 262-2181 @) WWW.THELENMECHANIGAL oM
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ATTENTION LOCAL BUSINESSES!

Clearwater Economic Development Authority

Holiday Business Open House

More information
can be found at:
clearwatereda.com

(@ CLEARWATER

Economic Development Authority

Scan Me!

DON'T FORGET TO
VOTE FOR THE
PATRIOT'S
READER'S CHOICE
AWARDS
CANDIDATES!

SELECT
ANDERSON BEAN
MENS &
LADIES BOOTS
- $100 OFF

$100 OFF RIOS
BOOTS IN STOCK

ANDERSON
BEAN &

OLATHE

BOOTS IN
STOCK

Offer Ends Dec. 7th, 2025

We are the only store in the country that measures feet like they did in the old days,
carrying Work & Western Boots in every size from 3-18 and Widths 4A-4E.

THE BOOT SHACERK

wnwww.thebootshack.com
2221 Roosevelt Road = St. Cloud = 320-251-6872

2025 FHoliday, Lighting, Contest

Register your home for the City's Holiday
Lighting Contest map! Let the public see your
festive decorations and decide two winners!

Scan the QR Code or visit biglakemn.org
. to register by December 8.

Vote for your favorite display online
between December 9 - 14!

Bi
L%ke

LIVE BIG!

is a 1-year-old mixed breed pup, don’t let his name fool you;
he’s sweet, not scary! Ghost has done well with other dogs
and children in the past. He loves getting attention and will e
more than happy to play tug-of-war. We like Ghost a lot, but
we hope he vanishes into a new home soon!

PEBBLES

is a shy but sweet 2-month-old kitten who came to Tri-
County Humane Society with her brother. She spent time in
foster care, and her foster reported that she’s a big fan of
catnip. She also loves chasing around ball toys and sleeping
in cushy cat beds.

FRED
is a 6-year-old neutered cat who is looking for a new start.
In the past, Fred lived with a cat and a dog, and he got along
well with hoth. He is an affectionate boy who expects nightly
snuggles from his human(s). Fred is on a prescription urinary
diet, which he needs to remain on. Fred and all cats 6 months
and older at TCHS are 50 percent off in November.

AN

BOARDING
INE GROOMING

[ABIN TRAINING

s, he very best care
while you’re away

320-743-5838

rachel@caninecabin.com
www.caninecabin.com

All Pets Veterinary Hospital

and Equine Service

Dr. Joel Thnen
Dr. Christina Mattson
763-856-8387
Mon-Fri. 8am - 6pm
Next to NAPA Auto Parts, Zimmerman
www.allpetsvethospital.com

Your local area veterinarians since 1993 éz N
Za\

If you can provide aloving home for any of these animals, please contact the

TRI-COUNTY HUMANE SOCIETY
320-252-0896

www.iricountyhumanesociety.org
735 8thSt.NE-P.O.Box701- St.Cloud, MN 56302-0701
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To place your ad, call 763.275.0275 or stop by our office at
14054 Bank Street, Becker - Website: www.patriotnewsmn.com

CLASSIFIEDS

Classified Ad Deadline is 1AM WEDNESDAY
For your convenience we accept:

USED CARS

220 USED CARS to choose
from. We also BUY used cars.
Guaranteed Approval! Morrie’s
Auto Connection, 559 Hwy 10,
St. Cloud (next to the red barn
Dairy Queen). 320-229-1900.
Apply online at:

www.MorriesAutoConnection.com

ESTATE SALE

“PICKERS” ESTATE SALE.
Cleaning out a 100-year-old
estate. No personal items
included, but we do have an-
tique bed frames, antique fur-
niture, antique tools, antique
items of interest such as pie
safes, pump handles for wells,
antique tool chest, antique gar-
den tools. Saturday, Novem-
ber 8, 9-3:00. 220 Euclid Ave.
Big Lake.

OuTDOOR FURNACES

OUTDOOR FURNACES NO-
TICE - Outdoor furnace, parts
and supplies are in high de-
mand and have limited avail-
ability. With approximate lead
times of about 8 months, plan
and look ahead. Reserve now
to have one to install for this
summer or fall installation. We
feature Central Boiler furnaces
and products for complete in-
stallation. We have financing
available, and up to a $2,000
tax credit available on select
models. Reserve today. Call
or go online, 763-972-6255;
classactfurnace.com.

MURPHY
CHEVROLET
New & Used Cars & Trucks
(320) 968-6239

www.murphychevrolet.com
=\

N N@EIO @O

i 1,200 CARS & PICKUPS FORPARTS
i UPTO 2007 HODELS :
1
1

: ALSO BUYING JUNK CARS
& PICKUPS

1
1 Larry’s Auto: 320-558-2245 1
:320-309-7838 - 320-248-6380:

1 ] 1

BIRNUBEVIERGIRIEEN
CHRISTMAS THEE FARM
FREE EVENT DAYS

Nlovemberi22'&i23

Daily
9:00am-5:00pm
Closed Thanksgiving Day

November28;29/&:30,

SVASINARS

FREE Pltcher of
Domestic Beer or Pop

Purchase your Christmas Tree at
B&J Evergreen i
® and get your couponl! A;A«

® LIONS

BREAKFAST .22 SANTA
& BAKE SALE

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7', 2025
8:30 am - 11:30 am
SANTIAGO TOWN HALL
¢ Breakfast is for Everyone!

¢ Photo Opportunity with Santa
¢ Gift Bag for Kids
SERVING: BUILD YOUR OWN OMELETTE, PANCAKES,

FRENCH TOAST, SAUSAGE LINKS, SCRAMBLED EGGS,
T6: MILK, JUICE, AND COFFEE

PLEASE BRING A NON-PERISHBLE FOOD ITEM FOR OUR LOCAL FOOD SHELF

12 COOKIES CO.

GHEISTINAS
Joy Dhive

AT THE BRIGGS LAKE GENERAL STORE
DECEMBER

SATURDAY HB 12:00-3:00

TOY DRIVE WILL RUN NOV 17™ TO DEC 18™

BRING A NEW UNWRAPPED TOY, TIE BLANKET (WASHED
AND WRAPPED), OR GIFT CARD. MEET SANTA AND THE
CREW, DECORATE A SUGAR COOKIE FROM 12 COOKIES €O.,
ENTER THE COLORING CONTEST TO WIN A FREE BOX OF
COOKIES, ENJOY HOMEMADE ICE CREAM FROM ROD'S ICE
CREAM, TAKE A RIDE ON THE SLEIGH RIDE, ENJOY THE
HAYRIDE FROM TWISTED J RANCH, AND ENJOY A FREE HOT
DOG!
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A Don’t Hug Me
Christmas Carol

A Hilarious Minnesota Spoof of
Charles Dickens’ A Christmas Carol

{ Best Musical! ¢ "Hysterical!”

-ReviewPlays.com

"A laugh a minute!”

- Norway Times

T

- KCLA
*
"Go see it!"”

- Tom Barnard KQRS

.

Tickets
320-259-5463

DontHugMe.com

LEViLd Paramount Center

for the Arts
St. Cloud, MN

December6/&7

(Events Subject to weather)

12946 47" St
Clear Lake MN 55319
320-743-2255

decrease proposed is 39.513%
to 39.376%, with annexed
property rates falling from
13.829% to 13.754%.

All the rest are proposing
a tax rate increase.

Baldwin City is looking
at an increase from 15.250%
t0 16.629%.

In Becker, the rate could
go up slightly from 48.928%
t0 49.285%.

The rate in Big Lake is
increasing from 38.718% to
40.021%. And the property
tax rate in the rural service
district (RSD) is jumping
from 5.642% to 6.071% .

A BAR&

Brickyard’s Annval

CHRISTMAS TREE
PROMOTION

Pitcher of
pop/beer

8475 Center St., Clear Lake, MN 55319 - 320-743-5540
Hours: M-TH, Tlam-12am; F-SA, 10am-2am; SU, 10am-12am
www.brickyardbarandgrill.net

November 28 - g,ut vogr low':i Bglsam
Pecember 23 2025 Eo IO Only 28 e
All Varieties of Pre-Cuf
Thank you for Trees & Wreaths

¥ an entree.

GOLDEN NURSERY
& TREE FARM

Like us on Facebook f

(320) 393-2155

2'/> miles E of Rice on Cty Rd.
12 & 1 mile N on Cty Rd. 56

Golden |%
Nursery* |%

supporting your
local businesses!

OPEN NOV. 22-DEC. 23

HOURS: MON-THURS NOON-7PM

Bl’i“g in your FRI-SAT-SUN 9AM-7PM

Christmas tree
receipt from any
local tree farm

and receive 1

free pitcher of

/. 7popor domestic
./ beer free with
the purchase of

TAXES
frompage 2

Elk River could see a
rate increase from 39.524%
to 41.146%.

East St. Cloud is ex-
pecting a big increase, from
53.973% to 68.538%.

Princeton’s rate is rising
from 56.535% t0 59.611, with
its RSD also increasing from
17.5% t0 20.052%.

Based on the preliminary
levy set in September, the re-
port shows the county tax rate
is expected to increase from
38.267% to 38.893%.

Two of seven school
districts that affect Sher-
burne County properties will

ot

Qo Gy oy

_30 Custom Flawors of LBread

10 VARIETIES EVERY DAY NO
ADDITIVES OR PRESERVATIVES
Pastries, Sandwiches, Coffee Cakes & More!
Large Selection of dinner rolls &3 specialty breads.

Downtown Elk River
M-F 6:30am-6pm, Sat 6:30am-4pm
763-441-0002

315 JacKkson Ave.
— Lower Level —

also have higher tax rates in  value of the home or busines:

2026: Princeton Dist. 477
(22.036% to 23.201%) and
Big Lake Dist. 727 (27.935%
t0 30.052%).

The remaining five are
proposing decreases. They

and other local levies. Tax no-
tices were sent out in Novem:
ber. They include line items
for each taxing jurisdiction
taxes in 2025 and proposec
2026 taxes.

include:

Foley Dist. 51 (24.304%
to 22.066%), Becker Dist.
726 (19.685% to 18.158%),
Elk River Dist. 728 (25.252%
to 24.478%), St. Cloud Dist.
742 (21.697% to 21.613%)
and Monticello Dist. 882
(13.631% to 12.921%).

Total taxes payable will
also be affected by the market

(GRAND MEADOW

MEATS LLC

FORMERLY T&R MEATS
*STEAKS - PORK CHOPS ‘- BRATS
“HOT DOGS - HAMBURGERS
“CHICKEN - ROASTS & MORE!
WE SLAUGHTER IN-HOUSE
CALL TO BOOK AN APPOINTMENT!

105 PINE ST., CLEARWATER-+.320-658-6390

BTYR bingo a huge hit

By Mark Kolbinger,
Contributing Writer

Becker’s Beyond the
Yellow Ribbon (BTYR)
committee held its Turkey
Bingo event last Saturday at
Pebble Creek, and the results
were a gobbling success.

Ten games of bingo were
called, with winners claiming
a $50 prize and a nice sized
turkey. For the blackout
games (fifth and 10th on the
schedule), the lucky winners
also claimed a turkey fryer
that they could use just in time
for the Thanksgiving holiday.

As with past BTYR
events, the crowd was a ro-
bust “standing room only”
size, as many community
members came out to support
the committee.

Becker’s BTYR is a
comprehensive program that

creates awareness for the pur-
pose of connecting service
members and their families
with community support,
training, services, and re-
sources.

Some of their services
include being a support group
for veterans at the community
level, helping service member
families when a spouse is de-
ployed, assistance in finding
employment for Veterans and
creating community events
for military families and fam-
ilies to come together.

According to local
BTYR organizer Kent Gran-
ing, the group is already
making plans for their annual
Meat Bingo event in February
and the committee wishes to
send their sincere gratitude to
the citizens and businesses in
the Becker community for the
ongoing support.

WINNERS ABOUND. Many bingo players and raffle win-
ners went home happy from last Saturday’s Beyond the Yellow
Ribbon bingo event held at Pebble Creek. (Submitted Photo.)

f Welcome Lo

Legghtons Landing Towrnfones!

Immediate Openings!

Affordable 2 and 3 bedroom Townhomes.
Rents: 2 Bdrm $1,135.00, 3 Bdrm $1,220.00
220 Maple Lane #100, Big Lake MN 55309
**% HEAT INCLUDED***

Additional Amenities:

*Garage *A/C *Washer & Dryer Hook Ups
*A Great Place to Call Home!

For Information
Call: 612-940-6033
Email: LeightonsTH@BrutgerEquities.com

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Professionally Managed By:
Brutger Equities, Inc., www.brutgerequities.com

ADVERTISING IN
NEWSPAPERS IS
CONSIDERED THE
MOST BELIEVABLE
AND TRUSTWORTHY

Advertisements in newspapers are still considered more believahle
and trustworthy than any other form of media. Just think about all
the infomercials that consumers laugh at because the claims made
seem ridiculous and hard to helieve. You can also consider the
hombardment of social media ads and pop ups on web sites that
are hothersome to the point that consumers install ad blockers on
their web browsers to avoid them. Digital media has its advantages
and purpose, but when it comes to seeking reliable and trustworthy
information, print media is the preferred choice.




Office of the Minnesota
Secretary of State
Certificate of Assumed Name
Minnesota Statutes,
Chapter 333

The filing of an assumed
name does not provide a user with
exclusive rights to that name. The
filing is required for consumer
protection in order to enable cus-
tomers to be able to identify the
true owner of a business.
ASSUMED NAME:

Frontline Electric

PRINCIPAL PLACE OF BUSI-
NESS: 18234 235th Ave. NW,
Big Lake, MN 55309, USA
NAMEHOLDER(S):

Name: Cor Bellator Corp.
Address: 18234 235th Ave. NW,
Big Lake, MN 55309, USA
Name: Scott D. Green

Address: 18234 235th Ave. NW,
Big Lake, MN 55309, USA
Name: Carrie D. Green
Address: 18234 235th Ave. NW,
Big Lake, MN 55309, USA

By typing my name, I, the
undersigned, certify that I am
signing this document as the per-
son whose signature is required,
or as agent of the person(s)
whose signature would be re-
quired who has authorized me to
sign this document on his/her be-
half, or in both capacities. I fur-
ther certify that I have completed
all required fields, and that the
information in this document is
true and correct and in compli-
ance with the applicable chapter
of Minnesota Statutes. I under-
stand that by signing this docu-
ment I am subject to the penalties
of perjury as set forth in Section
609.48 as if I had signed this doc-
ument under oath.

SIGNED BY: Carrie D. Green
MAILING ADDRESS: 18234
235th Ave. NW, Big Lake, MN
55309, USA

EMAIL FOR OFFICIAL
NOTICES:

[frontlineelectricsys @gmail.com
Work Item: 1595912700039

Office of the Minnesota
Secretary of State
Certificate of Assumed Name
Minnesota Statutes,
Chapter 333

The filing of an assumed
name does not provide a user with
exclusive rights to that name. The
filing is required for consumer
protection in order to enable cus-
tomers to be able to identify the
true owner of a business.
ASSUMED NAME:

Living Stone Construction LLC
PRINCIPAL PLACE OF BUSI-
NESS: 3940 150TH AVE
CLEAR LAKE MN 55319 USA
NAMEHOLDER(S):

Name: Living Stone Handyman
Service LLC

Address: 3940 150TH AVE
CLEAR LAKE MN 55319 USA

If you submit an attachment,
it will be incorporated into this
document. If the attachment con-
flicts with the information specif-
ically set forth in this document,
this document supersedes the data
referenced in the attachment.

By typing my name, I, the
undersigned, certify that I am
signing this document as the per-
son whose signature is required,
or as agent of the person(s)
whose signature would be re-
quired who has authorized me to
sign this document on his/her be-
half, or in both capacities. I fur-
ther certify that I have completed
all required fields, and that the
information in this document is
true and correct and in compli-
ance with the applicable chapter
of Minnesota Statutes. I under-
stand that by signing this docu-
ment I am subject to the penalties
of perjury as set forth in Section
609.48 as if I had signed this doc-
ument under oath.

SIGNED BY: Jesse Hanych
MAILING ADDRESS:

None Provided

EMAIL FOR OFFICIAL NO-
TICES: Jesseh@livingstone-
handyman.com

Original File Number: Work Item: 1599456400020
1595912700039 Original File Number:
STATE OF MINNESOTA 1599456400020
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY  STATE OF MINNESOTA
OF STATE OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
FILED OF STATE
11/06/2025 11:59 PM FILED
/s/ Steve Simon 11/13/2025 11:59 PM
Secretary of State /s/ Steve Simon
(Published in the Patriot:  Secretary of State
11/22/25, 11/29/25). (Published in the Patriot:
11/22/25, 11/29/25).
Larry L. Voigt, 89,

Clear Lake, MN
August 3, 1936 - November 21, 2025

Larry L. Voigt, age 89,
of Clear Lake, formerly of
Annandale, died Friday, No-
vember 21, 2025, at his home
surrounded by the love
and care of his fam-
ily.

Mass  of
Christian
Burial will be
held 11:30
a.m. Tueday,
December 2,
2025, at St.
[gnatius Cath-
olic Church,
Annandale. Vis-
itation will be held
from 4:00-7:00 p.m. on
Monday at Dingmann Funeral
Care Chapel, Annandale with
a Prayer Service at 6:30 p.m.
Additional visitation will begin
at 10:30 a.m on Tuesday at the
church. Burial will be held at
the Minnesota State Veterans
Cemetery near Little Falls.

Larry Lee Voigt was born
on August 3, 1936, in Jordan,
Minnesota, the youngest of
three boys to Howard and Lu-
cille (Zaun) Voigt. He gradu-
ated from Jordan High School
in 1954 and began his journey
in the workforce at the cream-
ery at the age of 15.

After graduating, Larry en-
listed in the United States Army
in June of 1956, serving until
his honorable discharge. Upon
returning home, he resumed
his career at the creamery. He
would meet the love of his life,
Marlene Huss, on a blind date
at a Christmas party. They were
united in marriage on May 21,
1960, in New Prague at St.
Wenceslaus Catholic Church,
embarking on a lifelong jour-
ney filled with love.

Larry and Marlene estab-
lished their family in south
Minneapolis, where Larry’s
work eventually led him to
Bridgeman’s Ice Cream and
Emrich Baking Company.
Larry later began working at
Walker Methodist Nursing
Home, transitioning from the
kitchen to the laundry depart-
ment and ultimately the mainte-
nance department, showcasing
his remarkable ability to fix
and improve anything he en-

countered.

In 1998, Larry and Mar-
lene retired to Annandale, em-
bracing a new chapter of life.
As a family they created

lasting memories
through camping
trips and outdoor

adventures. His
love of the
outdoors natu-
rally drew him
to pastimes
like fishing and
squirrel hunt-
ing. Known for
his playful spirit,
Larry was a natural
jokester who never met
a stranger. His love for Christ-
mas shone brightly in his heart.
He was a handyman with an in-
nate talent for fixing anything,
always ready to lend a help-
ing hand. His loyal compan-
ions, beloved dogs Sparkey,
Peppy, Major, Max, and Kitty,
brought him joy throughout his
life. While he reflected on his
years, Larry often expressed, “I
wouldn’t change a thing about
it,” a testament to his content-
ment and gratitude for the life
he lived. Above all, his family
stands as his greatest legacy.

He leaves behind his wife
of 65 years, Marlene of Clear
Lake; children, Bryan (Bon-
nie) Voigt of Litchfield, Sandra
(Tim) Ryan of North Branch,
David (Denise) Voigt of Big
Lake, Karen (Mark) Rinehart
of Clear Lake, Linda (Brian)
Sudman of Deerwood, Kath-
leen (William) Dolezal of Wa-
verly, Sarah (Todd) Eigenheer
of Maple Lake, and Jessica
(Justin) Goff of Annandale; 18
grandchildren; 17 great-grand-
children; and other family
members and friends. Larry
was preceded in death by his
parents; granddaughter, Jenni-
fer Voigt; and brothers, LeRoy
and Vernon.

Arrangements entrusted to
Dingmann Funeral Care Burial
and Cremation Services of An-
nandale.

Obituary, Guestbook,
Video Tribute, and Funeral
Webcast online at www.ding-
mannfuneral.com.
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CITY OF BECKER
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
TO CONSIDER VACATION OF THE A PORTION OF
DRAINAGE AND UTILITY EASEMENTS WITHIN THE
PROPERTIES CURRENTLY IDENTIFIED AS PID #60-
00494-0105 AND #60-00447-0105

After receiving a petition signed by the majority of the owners of
land abutting easements proposed to be vacated, which easements are
legally described below, on the properties currently identified as PID
#60-00494-0105 and #60-00447-0105, and pursuant to Minnesota
Statute § 412.851, the City of Becker City Council duly called for a
public hearing to consider vacation of said easements.

Notice is hereby given that a hearing will be held before the City
Council of the City of Becker on the 2nd day of December, 2025, in
the City Hall City Council Chambers located at 12060 Sherburne
Ave SE at approximately 5:00 pm to consider the vacation of said
drainage and utility easements which are legally described as:

The southeasterly 5.00 feet of Lot One (1), Block One (1) LTTM
PROPERTIES, Sherburne County, Minnesota, except that part of
said southeasterly 5.00 feet lying within the northeasterly 5.00 feet
of said Lot One (1), Block One (1) and that part of the southeasterly
5.00 feet lying within the southwesterly 25.00 feet of said Lot One
(1), Block One (1)

AND

The northwesterly 6.00 feet of Lot One (1), Block One (1) E
AND E ADDITION, Sherburne County, Minnesota, except that part
of said northwesterly 6.00 feet lying within the northeasterly 6.00
feet of said Lot One (1), Block One (1) and that part of the north-
westerly 6.00 feet lying within the southwesterly 10.00 feet of said
Lot One (1), Block One (1)

Anyone interested in this issue is encouraged to attend and com-
ment at the Public Hearing. If you are unable to attend, please pro-
vide written comment to Austin Petersen at P.O. Box 250, Becker,
MN 55308 or by e-mail to apetersen@ci.becker.mn.us by 4:30 p.m.
December 2nd, 2025.

/s/ Austin Petersen, Associate Planner
City of Becker
(Published in the Patriot: 11/22/25, 11/29/25.)

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
a Truth in Taxation public hearing will be held on Monday, December
Ist at 6:30 P.M. for the purpose of City Resident’s commenting on
the 2026 tax levy. Any persons wishing to make public comment
on this request may do so by attending the meeting that will take
place at the Clear Lake City Hall, located at 7684 1st Ave West or in
writing to the city clerk. Written comments must be received prior
to the hearing date.
/s/ Ryan McCann, City Clerk
City of Clear Lake, MN
(Published in the Patriot: 11/22/25, 11/29/25.)

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
VACATION OF DRAINAGE AND UTILITY EASEMENTS

Notice is hereby given that the Clearwater City Council will
hold a public hearing on Monday, December 8, 2025, at 7:00 p.m.
or as soon thereafter as possible, in the council chambers at Clear-
water City Hall, 605 County Rd 75 NW, Clearwater, MN 55320, to
consider vacating the platted drainage and utility easement which
straddles the shared boundary between Lots 1 and 2, Block 2, Sunrise
Crest, which is located entirely within Wright County PID 104-026-
002020 in the city of Clearwater. The petitioning property owner has
requested that said portion of drainage and utility easement, recorded
with the Office of the Wright County Recorder via the plat of Sunrise
Crest (Doc. No. A760436), be vacated so that the two aforementioned
lots can be combined to accommodate construction of one new sin-
gle-family dwelling thereon. Persons wishing to comment on this
item may do so during the public hearing. Comments may also be
submitted in writing prior to the meeting date.
/s/ Annita Smythe, City Administrator
City of Clearwater
(Published in the Patriot: 11/22/25, 11/29/25.)

NOTICE OF HEARING ON ADOPTION OF THE
2026 CITY FEE SCHEDULE

Notice is hereby given that the City Council of Big Lake will
meet on Wednesday, December 10, 2025 at 6:00 p.m. in the Big Lake
City Council Chambers located at 160 Lake Street North, Big Lake,
MN, to consider adoption of the 2026 City Fee Schedule.

Persons desiring to be heard with reference to the proposed 2026
City Fee Schedule will be heard at this meeting.
/s/ Gina Wolbeck, Clerk
City of Big Lake
(Published in the Patriot: 11/29/25.)

LOOKING T0 ADVERTISE?
CALL 763.275.0275 TODAY!

Lorraine J. Bluhm, 91
Annandale, MN
September 17, 1934 - November 19, 2025

INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 727
NOTICE FOR BIDS
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN by the School Board of INDE-
PENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 727, Sherburne County, lo-
cated at Big Lake, Minnesota that it will receive sealed bids on:

Building Envelope Improvements

UNTIL 12:00 P.M. (Noon) Friday, December 12th, 2025 at
the District Office located at 701 Minnesota Ave., Big Lake, MN
55309

All bidding contractors are required to attend a Mandatory Pre-
Bid Meeting to be held at the ISD #727 (Big Lake Public Schools)
District Office which is located at Door J of Independence Elemen-
tary School 701 Minnesota Ave., Big Lake, MN 55309 on Wednes-
day, December 3rd, 2025 at 10:00 A.M. Project Specifications will
be distributed at the Mandatory Pre-Bid Meeting.
/s/ Terrence Zerwas| Director of Buildings and Grounds
Big Lake Schools | District Office
(Published in the Patriot: 11/22/25, 11/29/25.)

BOARD HIGHLIGHTS
This represents a summary of the Regular Meeting of the Board
of Education of Big Lake Public Schools #727. A complete set of
minutes will be on file at the District Office and on our website at
www.biglakeschools.org upon Board approval.
I. CALL TO ORDER
The regular meeting of the Board of Education of
Independent School District No. 727,
Big Lake Schools, was called to order on
November 19, 2025.
II. ROLL CALL
All Board members were present.
III. APPROVE AGENDA
A motion passed to approve the agenda.
IV. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
V. OPEN FORUM
No participants
VI. CONSENT AGENDA
A motion passed to approve the following:
A.PREVIOUS MINUTES
B. CLAIMS AND ACCOUNTS
C. CREDIT CARD REPORT
D. PERSONNEL
E. EXTENDED FIELD TRIP REQUEST:
BOYS BASKETBALL
F.EXTENDED FIELD TRIP REQUEST:
DANCE TEAM
G.RETENTION OF VENDOR
PARTNERED RESPONSE TO
ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
VII. DONATIONS
A motion passed to approve the donations.
VIII. AUDIT PRESENTATION
A motion passed to approve the audit as presented.
IX. FINANCIAL REPORT
A motion passed to approve the financial report as
presented.
X. COMPREHENSIVE ACHIEVEMENT AND
CIVIC READINESS ANNUAL REPORT
Assistant Superintendent of Teaching and Learning,
Minda Anderson, presented the annual report.
XI. APPROVE SUPERINTENDENT CONTRACT
A motion passed to approve the contract as presented.
XII. APPROVE DATE FOR 2026
ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING
A motion passed to approve Wednesday, January 7,
2026 for the Organizational Meeting at 6:30 PM in the
Middle School Student Center followed by a work
session.
XIII. SCHOOL BOARD COMMITTEE/
REPRESENTATIVE UPDATES
XIV. SCHOOL BOARD STUDENT
REPRESENTATIVE REPORT
XV. SUPERINTENDENT REPORT
XVI. ANNOUNCE AND APPROVE CLOSED
SESSION FOR SUPERINTENDENT
EVALUATION/GOAL SETTING AFTER
ADJOURNMENT OF REGULAR MEETING
A motion passed to enter a closed session after
adjournment.
XVII. ADJOURNMENT
Chair Reasoner adjourned the meeting at 7:38 PM.
(Published in the Patriot 11/29/25.)

SECOND NOTICE
Prairie Lake in Clear Lake Township has an aeration device
causing open water until ice is out.

Areas affected are marked as of DNR requirements.

(Published in the Patriot: 11/29/25).

David “Dave” Gronert, 80
Becker, MN
March 13, 1945 - November 21, 2025

DINGMANN

FAMILY FUNERAL HOMES
Over 150 years

Funeral Services were held
at 10:30 a.m. on Wednesday,
November 26, 2025 at Rejoice
Lutheran Church in Clear-
water for Lorraine J.
Bluhm, age 91 of
Annandale, who
passed away
on Wednes-
day, Novem-
ber 19, 2025
at Parkview
Care Center
in Buffalo.
Pastor Carol
Olson offici-
ated. Burial will
take place at the
Minnesota State Veter-
ans Cemetery in Little Falls.

Visitation took place from
4:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. on
Tuesday at the Daniel Fu-
neral Home in Clearwater and
one hour prior to services on
Wednesday at the Church.

Lorraine was born on Sep-
tember 17, 1934 in Willmar,
Minnesota to Melvin and Katie
(Ruter) Johnson. She married
Robert Bluhm on July 19,
1952, in California. They lived
in Mounds View until 1975.
She worked for Fridley State
Bank as the Secretary to the
President. They then moved to
Annandale where Robert built

Why pre-arrange?
WILLIAMS * The best gift for your family.

* Pre-funding relieves the burden.
* Your wishes are respected.

williamsdingmann.com

Lorraine’s Dream Home. Lor-
raine was a charter member of
Rejoice Lutheran Church in
Clearwater.
She enjoyed cro-
cheting, crossword
B, puzzles, read-
ing, watching
the wildlife
outside her
window, trav-
eling, trips
to the casino.
Lorraine espe-
cially loved the
time spent with
her family.
She is survived
by her children, Gregory
(Cindy Ann) of Clearwater,
Cindy (Lyle) Landowski of
Buffalo, Cathy Carlson of St.
Peter; grandchildren: Adam
and Alicia (AJ), Joseph (Brid-
get) and Jessica (Marvin),
Donald (Amanda) and Deanna
(Matthew); great-grandchil-
dren, Olivia, Kylee, Kennedy,
Julius, Liam, Charley, Wil-
liam, Maddy, Blake, Alana,
Lila, Josie, Clara; and many
niece, nephews, and extended
family.

Lorraine was preceded in
death by her parents; husband
in 2014; siblings, Merlin, Sha-
ron, Arlene.

LOCAL FAMILY-OWNED TRUSTED
Plan to Celebrate Your Life

David “Dave” Gronert,
age 80 of Becker, MN, passed
away peacefully with his fam-
ily by his side on November 21,
2025, at the St. Cloud
Hospital.

Funeral Ser-
vices were held
on Saturday,
November 29,
2025, at 11:00
a.m. at Glen-
dorado Lu-
theran Church,
1100 186th
Avenue NE,
Princeton with
visitation at 10:00
a.m. Pastor Barbara Pe-
terson officiated. Burial will
be at the Glendorado Lutheran
Cemetery. A luncheon fol-
lowed.

Dave was born to Ray-
mond and Adeline (Myhre)
Gronert on March 13, 1945, in
St. Paul. He attended Murray
High School and graduated in
1963. Dave served in the U.S.
Navy from May 1967 — Feb-
ruary 1971, serving four years
of active duty and two years re-
serve. Dave worked all his life
doing many different things.
His last job before he retired
was as a maintenance engineer
and boiler operator at Plym-

outh Foam. He worked there
for 17 years and that is where
he met his wife, Sheila. They
were married in Las Vegas on
October 8, 1999. Dave
enjoyed traveling,
camping, fishing,
and anything
outdoors. He
enjoyed work-
ing with his
hands. Dave
especially
liked vintage
cars. He loved
his family most
of all.
Dave is survived
by his wife, Sheila, of 26
years; children, Tracy (Eric)
Botten of New Brighton and
David (Theresa) Gronert of
St. Paul; stepchildren, Jacob
Zindler of Boyceville, WI
and Angela (Tom) Hart of
Foreston; eight grandchildren;
and brother, Doug (Marilyn)
Gronert of Fridley. Dave was
preceded in death by his par-
ents; and his sisters, Sandy
Bacher and Linda Bradley.
Arrangements have been
entrusted to Williams Ding-
mann Family Funeral Home in
Princeton.
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State Bank

12500 Sherburne Ave.,
Becker, MN 55308
763.261.4200

Brown
Heaping
Honors in
Football

By Bill Morgan,
Editor

BECKER SENIOR SAW-
YER BROWN, is heaping nu-
merous awards and honors
following the 2025 season.
(Patriot Archive Photo).

Becker football player
and senior captain, Sawyer
Brown, has been honored
with a number of state awards
since the conclusion of the
high school football season a
couple of weeks ago.

The awards go as fol-
lowed:

* All State Academic
Team — this award was pre-
sented at the Prep Bowl;

* All State Football Team
— this game will be played on
December 13;

* Vikings All State Team
— this award will be presented
at the Vikings game on De-
cember 7.

“We are so proud of
Sawyer,” said Head Coach
Dwight Lundeen. “He is a
four-year letter winner in
football. He has had an amaz-
ing career and is a positive
role model in our schools. It
has been a real privilege for
me to coach Sawyer Brown.”

ATTORNEYS

JEDDELOH
SNYDER
)Y stommes

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

100+ YEARS

COMBINED EXPERIENCE

DIVORCE
FAMILY LAW
CHILD CUSTODY
WILLS & TRUSTS
ESTATE PLANNING
ELDER LAW
BUSINESS PLANNING
COMMERCIAL LAW
REAL ESTATE LAW
CRIMINAL LAW

Sherburne

163-262-2889

101 JEFFERSON BLVD
BIG LAKE

JSSMN.COM

...... FUNERAL ~~  ELECTRICAL
{ PETERSON - @
«' GRIMSMO L hubbard
FUNERAL CHAPEL RYA%;:;’(SB:E??’%E
Serving your RESIDENTIAL s COMMERCIAL - AGRICULTURAL

community since 1933
250 East Broadway
Monticello, MN 55362

SHEET METAL

763-295-2918 I
Our family serving yours! f?%ﬂlﬂflv
320-743-2479
* DAHLENSHEETMETAL@FRONTIER.COM
FUNERAL CLEAR LAKE, MN
............................ WWW.DAHLENSHEETMETAL COM
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FAMILY FUNERAL HOMES

WRUCK EXCAVATING INC. -
YOUR TRUSTED SEPTIC EXPERTS

- Septic system design & installation

« Septic Tank & Drain Field Repair

« Routine Maintenance & emergency Services
- Water jetting, video drain inspection services

(all today for a free estimate!
14/7 Service - Emergency #: 320.267.1855
Visit us online: wruckyeah.com

—EXCAVATING—

15920 HWY. 10, BECKER - 763-262-0871

o= Bt

T
-

 # HOLDING TANKS+ ROUTINE MAINTENANCE
= TANK COMPLIANCE EMERGENCY SERVICE
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#ASAP PUMPING SERY
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SAT. DEC. 6, NOON-4PM

ANNUAL TOY DRIVE
CLEARWATER LEGION

Drop off unwrapped toy or monetary donations
at Clearwater Legion, Clearwater Corners, Flinstones
Bar in Clearwater or Clearwater Travel Plaza.

CHILDREN’S

CHRISTMAS PARTY ._
Saturday, Dec. 6, 12-2pm

Visit Santa from 12-2pm
Crafts & Hot Chocolate <

Sponsored by Clearwater Legion Auxiliary

505 PINE ST., CLEARWATER

AMERICAN LEGION
-558-6627
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oJ: E S
WW.CLEARWATE

EMERGENCY
~ SERVICE!

763 415-0319

ERVING BECKER, BIG LAKE, ELK
RIVER AND SURROUNDING ARE

Come and see the
Clearwater Fire Truck
at Flinstones Bar Sat.,

Dec. 6 at noon!
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Becker girls dominate opener

By Mark Kolbinger,
Contributing Writer

The Becker Bulldog girls
basketball team opened the
2025-26 campaign last Sat-
urday with a 72-38 win over
Jordan in the Breakdown Tip
Off Classic.

The Panthers were a very
respectable 20-9 a season ago
and boast a pair of Division
1 players in Morgan and Jor-
dan Staloch, thus Coach Dan
Baird and the squad were ex-
pecting a difficult contest.

“However they (Jordan)
really struggled with our
press and in your face man
defense,” Baird said. “Our
quickness basically won out
over their size. They were
taller at every position and we
were faster.”

The Bulldogs went into
the game with a plan to com-
pete on the boards, and to win
the turnover battle (Becker

committed just 11 to the Pan-
thers’ 24).

“As a coach, I’'m super
excited about this because
the girls practiced so hard the
last 10 days and were really
hungry!” Baird said. “T loved
to see the hard work pay off,
which really sets us up well
going into our really tough
December schedule.”

The Bulldogs received
a very balanced attack, with
Andie Changamire scoring
23 points, and adding five re-
bounds, and six assists. She
shot nine-for-13 from the
field and three-for-four from
the three-point line.

“Andie played amazing
defense on Jordan Staloch,
holding her to two points
and frustrating her along the
way,” Baird noted.

Adele Changamire had
22 points, four rebounds, five
assists and five steals.

“ Adele’s energy and

north/south attacking style
of basketball really kept Jor-
dan on their heals the entire
game,” Baird said.

Other notable perfor-
mances included Juliana
Stach going three-for-three
from the three-point line
(nine points) and securing
eight rebounds, while Alyse
Denne scored seven points,
and had three steals and zero
turnovers. Rowan Hausmann
chipped in five points, while
Ella Tschida added four and
Tess Brown two.

“Alyse’s energy really
sparked us and her efficiency
rating of 3.17 VPS in 29
minutes led the team,” Baird
said. “Overall, we as coaches
were super happy with how
our players understood their
roles and played team basket-
ball!”

Check out next week’s
Patriot for the annual winter
sports preview.

DON'T FORGET T0
VOTE FOR THE
PATRIOTS
READER'S CHOICE
AWRRDS
CANDIDATES!

Scan Me!

South Santiago
Lutheran Church

Seeks detailed and organized individuals for 2 positions:
BOOKKEEPER (7-8 HOURS/WK)
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT (11-15 HOURS/WK) i

Flexible schedule and friendly, supportive / b

work environment.

Apply by sending resumé to: office@sslcmn.org.
Full position descriptions available at:

www.sslcmn.org

KASOWSKI GROUP

NOW HIRING!

© FT FARM LABOR
© FT EQUIPMENT OPERATOR e FT FARM MECHANIC

1)

Apply in person, 1 mile east of Becker,
137th left, 1/8 mile on left. 612-747-0163
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Becker Public Schools

Developing self-directed learners to thrive in a changing global community

BECKER PUBLIC SCHOOLS IS HIRING!

BE A PART OF OUR TEAM!

202526 Sehsel Yean ubstituts,

* TEACHERS
* PARAPROFESSIONALS
* CUSTODIANS
* FOOD SERVERS/
DISHWASHERS
* BUS AND VAN DRIVERS

FOR INFORMATION ON ALL OUR OPENINGS, PLEASE VISIT WWW.BECKER.K12.MN.US
QUESTIONS? CONTACT ANGELA OSWALD @ 763-261-4502, OPTION 3

Up to $60 per route based on experience.

Benefits include:

*Health, Dental, & LTD (Coverage year round)

* Paid personal, sick, and holidays
* PERA (Public Employee Retirement Assoc.)
* 403 (B) Matching Retirement Options

By Bill Morgan,
Editor

The Big Lake swim
and dive team recently par-
ticiapted in the Section 5A
tournament and it was a
fantastic meet where every-
one on the squad achieved
PB’s, and some even low-
ered their personal best
time from prelims.

Section Results

200 Medley Relay -
7th place. Team consisted
of Emma Wood, Emme-
lia Kortenkamp, Charlotte
Overby and Adelyn Fox,
who all received medals;

200 FR - Piper Fridgen
finsihed10th while Mad-
elyne Fridgen - finished
14th;

200 IM - Maia
Wenderski took 15th place
while Emmelia Korten-
kamp finished 16th;

50 FR - Emily Edlund
captured fifth (new PB)
while Abigail Fridgen took
ninth (new PB) and Adelyn
Fox finished 16th;

Diving: - Kayleigh
Pregler took 15th place;

100 FL - Emily Ed-
lund took fifth (new PB)
while Abigail Fridgen took
sixth (new PB) and Char-

DON'T FORGET T0 VOTE FOR THE

BECKER PUBLIC
SCHOOLS IS HIRING
SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS!!

$2,000 SIGN ON BONUS!!

*NOW OFFERING PAID TRAINING
*MINIMUM OF 3.5 HOURS A DAY WITH

OPPORTUNITIES FOR MORE

CONTACT US TODAY!
763-261-4588

Developing Self-Directed Learners to
Thrive in a Changing Global Community

W 3

THE BIG LAKE SWIM/DIVE TEAM posed for a fun photo re-

cently as they continued to perform well even after the regular
season ended. (Submitted Photo).

lotte Overby took 11th;

100 FR - Adelyn Fox
finished in 16th place;

500 FR - Piper Frid-
gen took 13th place while
Madelyne Fridgen captured
14th place;

200 FR Relay - 6th
place finish with the team
consisting of: Emily Ed-
lund, Piper Fridgen, Adelyn
Fox and Abigail Fridgen,
who all medaled;

100 BK - Emma Wood

took 11th;
100 BR - Kyla
Wenderski finished in

11th place while Emmelia

PATRIOT'S READER'S CHOICE
AWRRDS CANDIDATES!

Kortenkamp took 14th and
Maia Wenderski took 15th;
400 FR Relay - 5th
place finish with the swim-
mers being: Emily Edlund,
Madelyne Fridgen, Piper
Fridgen and Abigail Frid-
gen, all receiving medals.

The team’s year-end
celebration will be De-
cember 18 at Rockwoods
Event Center at 6 p.m. At
the event, the coaches will
be handing out year-end
awards and announcing
next year’s captains for the
2026 season.
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