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News & 
Advertising
Deadlines
NEWS DEADLINES

With the newspaper wrap up 
occurring Wednesday evening, all 
news items submitted to run that 
Saturday must reach our office by 

Wednesday morning by 11 a.m.

SPORTS DEADLINES
Coaches and assistants are 

expected to contact our sports 
writers by Wednesday morning, 
11 a.m. at the latest to have their 

information included in that 
week’s publication.

CLASSIFIEDS DEADLINES
Information for classifieds need to 
be submitted to our staff by noon 
Wednesday to be included in that 

week’s publication of the PATRIOT.

Contact Us
LEGALS/CLASSIFIEDS/OBITS

Call 763-275-0275 
or email Kathy @ 

legals.kathy@patriotnewsmn.com

SPORTS STORIES
Call 763-275-0275 or email Bill @
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

ADVERTISING
Call 763-275-0275 

or email Mary, Carol @ 
sales.carol@patriotnewsmn.com

WEBSITE
Check out each week’s content 

@ our website: 
www.patriotnewsmn.com

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Call 763-275-0275 

or email Bill @
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

763-275-0275

Inside
BIG LAKE

The Big Lake Beyond the Yellow 
Ribbon held a rib competition at 
Lakeside Park Saturday. See the 

story on page 2.

CLEAR LAKE
Broadband expansion was dis-
cussed at Clear Lake Twp. this 

week. Read about it on page 11. 

BECKER
Coach Lundeen’s football team 
spent last Saturday cleaning up 

the schools and city areas as part 
of a fundraiser. Read about it on 

page 14. 
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PICK UP A COPY 
OF THE PATRIOT AT 

THE FOLLOWING 
LOCATIONS:
CLEARWATER: 

Coborn’s; 
SANTIAGO: 

General Store;
PALMER: 

General Store;  
BECKER: 

Food Pride, 
BIG LAKE: 
Coborn’s;

PATRIOT office

We are now 
in Palmer!

BECKER ALL SCHOOL RE-
UNION - CLASS OF ‘66 was held 
Thurs., Sept. 9 at Pebble Creek 
Golf Course in Becker. Classmates 
enjoyed lunch and visited with 
one another at the annual event.  
Above photo: Mike Hart (Becker 
Class of 1966) visited with Becker 
graduate and lifelong resident 
Dale Hubbard.  (Photo by Mary 
Nehring.)
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By Mark Kolbinger,
Contributing Writer

It took a year longer than 
originally planned, but the Becker 
American Legion was able to cel-
ebrate its milestone birthday last 
Saturday, as a good crowd showed 
up to mark Post 193’s 101st year in 
existence. An original celebration 
planned for last year had been post-
poned due to the pandemic, but this 
year many veterans and their fam-
ilies showed up to honor a centu-
ry’s worth of service to the Becker 
community.

In addition to a spaghetti dinner 
with all the fixings, the attendees 
were able to take a walk through 
the history of the local club, as pic-
tures and newspaper clippings were 
on display in the meeting area. Also 
on display were military uniforms 
symbolizing the many eras in which 
Becker residents have served in the 
country’s Armed Forces.

Post Commander John Riebel 
welcomed the veterans and their 
families, while Sons of the Amer-
ican Legion (SAL) Chaplain An-
drew Lee led the group in prayer 
before the meal was served.

Riebel took time to honor sev-
eral Legion members who were in 
attendance who have served the or-
ganization for over 50 years. Don 
Hansen was recognized for his 64 
years of membership, as he joined 
the Legion several years after re-
turning from his Army service 
during the Korean War. Eugene 
Kolbinger, also an Army Veteran, 
was honored for his 53 years of 
service. Mike Weir, 51 years, and 
Bill Smith, 50 years, were also ac-
knowledged for their decades of 
membership.

The Becker American Le-
gion, Oscar Peterson Post 193, was 

Becker Legion celebrates 101st 
birthday with dinner, awards

LONG-TIME BECKER RESIDENT DON HAN-
SEN is the longest tenured current member of 
the Becker American Legion with 64 years of 
service to the organization. He took time last 
Saturday at the Legion’s birthday party to 
look at some of the pictures and newspaper 
clippings that helped commemorate the club’s 
100-plus years in existence. (Photo by Mark 
Kolbinger.)

LEGION to page 4

By Katherine Cantin,
Staff Writer
Reporter.Katie@PatriotNewsMN.com

Last weekend, the 
parking lot at McPete’s in 
Big Lake was overflowing 
with unique, classic cars. 
This was the fifth year that 
McPete’s teamed up with 
Tri-River Rodders, a club 

active in the communities 
of Big Lake, Elk River, and 
Zimmerman, to host the 
event.  

“It was a beautiful day 
for the show,” said Mc-
Pete’s Eric Petersen. 

A total of 221 cars were 
registered at the show, and 
while Petersen did not have 
a head count of attendees, 
many individuals attended 
the event, parking up and 
down Humbolt Dr. 

LAST WEEKEND, McPete’s Sports 
Bar and Lanes and Tri-River Rodders 
held a very successful car show. (Sub-
mitted photos.)

Classic car show cruises to McPete’s

Submitted article

(Editor’s Note: The fol-
lowing article was submit-
ted by Wright County.)

With freeze warnings 
being issued this week for 
much of northern Minne-
sota and Wednesday (Sept. 
22) being the autumnal 
equinox, it’s a clear sign 
that colder weather is com-
ing with the change of sea-
sons. For those who enjoy 
the fall colors, with a hard 
freeze along the North 
Shore of Lake Superior 
– one of the most visited 
sites for those who travel to 

see the leaves change – the 
clock will officially start 
ticking on the time leaves 
will change color before 
falling.

To help keep Minneso-
tans aware of the status of 
the fall leaves, the Minne-
sota Dept. of Natural Re-
sources has its Fall Color 
Finder map, which includes 
updates from Minnesota 
state parks in all corners of 
the state.

The Fall Color Finder 
map and updates can be 
found here: www.DNR.
state.mn.us/fall_colors/

DNR offers fall color map as autumn begins Readers! 
Check out our 

annual 
firefighter 

appreciation 
section in the 

center spread!
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Big Lake News

$7,500
$11,000

$14,000
$18,000

CRAFT & BAKE SALE
Saturday, Oct. 16th from 9am-2pm

South Santiago Lutheran Church
14675-37th Street Clear Lake

Featuring Ellis Bakery

20+ VENDORS! FOOD & 
REFRESHMENTS ALL DAY!
Door prize drawings all day!

Oct. 2, 2021
  8am - 11am

8 t h  A n n u a l

www.oakwoodccbecker.org
13140 1st street, Becker, MN 55308

Oakwood
Community Church’s
All Items
are Free

Submitted article

(Editor’s Note: The fol-
lowing article was submitted 
by Big Lake Beyond the Yel-
low Ribbon.)

The Big Lake Beyond 
the Yellow Ribbon held 
it’s fifth annual Ribs for 
the Ribbon competition on 
Saturday, September 25 at 
Lakeside Park.

Smoking a good rib 
takes just the right amount 
of seasoning rub and a little 
heat over a long period of 
time.  BBQ competitors call 
it low & slow, that’s why 
they were there on Saturday 
morning very early. Fires 
were lit and smokers were 
warming up while 17 teams 
put the final touches on their 
work areas as the sun was 
rising across Big Lake. 

Ribs for the Ribbon is 
not a Kansas City Barbeque 
Society (KCBS) sanctioned 
event, nor is it a Minnesota 
Barbeque Society Team Of 
the Year (TOY) competition. 
Beyond The Yellow Ribbon 
organizers, however, do fol-
low their guidelines to run 
the event. A brief meeting 
at 8 a.m., then each team re-
ceived up to 12 racks of pork 
ribs to prepare for judging. 
Roughly one hour later, each 
team received eight chicken 
thighs to prepare for judging 
as well. Six individual rib 
bones and six chicken thighs 
from each team were pre-
sented to judges for appear-
ance, taste, and tenderness.

While the public was 
waiting for the 3:00 public 
tasting to begin Dean Downs 
of Dean O’ Mite Entertain-
ment played music and 50/50 
raffles were played. Minne-
sota Senator Mary Kiffmeyer 
donated homemade honey 
wheat bread, homemade 
raspberry jam and local busi-
ness gift cards. Those were 
auctioned off live and raised 
almost $500.

Once the public tasting 
began and with the help of 
a few hundred people, over 
1,700 rib tickets sold out in 
a record time of 40 minutes. 

Three judging categories 
for the competitors were 
Ribs, Chicken, and People’s 
Choice, and each category 
had 1st, 2nd, & 3rd place 
trophies and cash prizes. 
The final prize is the Grand 
Champion which combines 
the rib and chicken scores for 
an overall score. The Grand 
Champion winner has their 
name engraved on the tro-
phy which resides in Toot-
sies Lakeside Pub, an annual 
sponsor of the event, until the 
following year.

Winners 
Ribs: 
1st – Smokin Big;
2nd – Smokin J’s;
3rd – Subtle Smoke.  
Chicken: 
1st – CJ’s Deal Depot; 
2nd – Big Bear BBQ; 
3rd – hometown team 

Chow Town. 
People’s Choice: 
1st – Notorious Pig; 
2nd – Dawgs BBQ;  
3rd – Chow Town.  
Overall Grand 
Champion: 
Smokin J’s.
Big Lake Beyond the 

Yellow Ribbon would like 
to thank Big Lake City Staff, 
all the businesses, organiza-
tion, volunteers, BBQ teams 
and the public that helped to 
make this event a success.

GRAND CHAMPION WINNER SMOKIN J  accepted their award for some excellent BBQ.  Pictured:  John Barber, Ray McMa-
nus, Dean Downs, Greg Green and Kathy Poslusny. (Submitted photo.)

Ribs for the Ribbon is delicious success!

TEAM HOG WILD Neil Denny and Russ Denny were excited to cook up some 
delicious food for a great cause. (Submitted photo.)

MARY KIFFMEYER spoke during last weekend’s Ribs for the Ribbon event. 
(Submitted photo.)

By Katherine Cantin,
Staff Writer
Reporter.Katie@PatriotNewsMN.com

The city council offi-
cially named October as man-
ufacturing month in the city, 
in light of the importance of 
manufacturing on the Min-
nesota economy. City staff 
plans to use the city website 
and social media platforms to 
highlight: job opportunities in 
manufacturing; information 
on the importance of manu-
facturing and the impact man-
ufacturing has on the city; and 
manufacturing businesses 
within the city.

Years of Service
The council recognized 

four employees for reaching 
milestone years of service. 
Those honored were: Sam 
Norlin, Police Department,10 
years; Cathy Lindberg, Public 
Works Department, 20 Years; 
Troy Enebak, Public Works 
Department, 20 Years; and 
Sandy Petrowski, EDA De-
partment, 25 Years.

Finance Department
Delinquent utility bill no-

tices will be sent out shortly, 

with the public hearing for 
those contesting the delin-
quent bills will be held Nov. 
10. The total amount owed to 
the city this year is $290,186, 
which finance director Deb 
Wegeleben said was the larg-
est amount she’s seen during 
her time with the city, This 
was due to the city being un-
able to shut off water service 
during the pandemic. 

The Truth in Taxation 
meeting is set for Nov. 25 at 
6 p.m. and all residents and 
property owners are encour-
aged to attend to ask ques-
tions and give comments on 
city taxes. 

Liquor Store
Lake Liquors had some 

updates, including new coun-
tertops at the registers and 
new ID readers.

Lisa Miller, assistant 
store manager, gave an up-
date on the annual fundraiser 
the liquor store, in partnership 
with McPete’s and several 
area businesses, held to raise 
money for the Big Lake Fire 
Department. Miller got a lit-
tle choked up as she thanked 
the various businesses for all 

their assistance in making the 
event a success and helping to 
raise so much money for the 
firefighters. (For the full story 
on the fundraiser, please see 
the Firefighter Special Sec-
tion on page 7).

Streets & Fleet
Streets and Fleet reported 

cleaning out storm drains and 
bringing in the buoys from 
the Big Lake Beach swim-
ming area. Fortunately, after 
inspecting the buoys, they 
were happy to report no dis-
covery of zebra mussels. The 
city will consider whether 
they wish to participate in 
the county’s Adopt-a-Drain 
program.

During the administra-
tor’s report, administrator 
Clay Wilfahrt noted that the 
city has recently created a 
new Facebook page dedi-
cated exclusively to updates 
on streets projects and plans. 
This was created as a re-
sponse to residents’ requests 
for increased transparency 
and communication in re-
gards to street projects.

Big Lake City recognizes 
Manufacturing Month
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EVERYDAY PEOPLE.
EXCEPTIONAL RESULTS.

SERVING CENTRAL 
MINNESOTA & BEYOND!

HallerRealtyHomes.com
Becker Office

12908 1st Street
763-207-6683

Kyle Haller
Broker/Owner

320-266-4567
Roger Haller

Broker/Manager
320-267-8066

Dave Miller
Realtor/Auctioneer

320-266-4817
Bob Crane

Realtor
612-790-3842

Jason Eatros
Realtor/Builder

612-221-1265
Toni Knutson

Realtor
612-221-2956

Dave Anderson
Realtor

320-249-7026

Tony Rusher
Realtor/Asst. Mgr.

763-442-3303

Julie Sell
Realtor

320-249-6983
Christine Tvedt

Realtor
320-420-3183

Nick Pangerl
Realtor

612-695-8136
Tom Nordin

Realtor
763-807-0367

Sauk Rapids Office
1310 2nd Street N

320-255-1911

Maddi Hicks
Realtor

763-213-9934
Carole Rognstad

Realtor
612-801-1654

#1
Becker 
Area 
Real 

Estate 
Team

Real Estate

Area News

Bar

Tuesday Nights 6:30
$800 in 57 Numbers

Proceeds for St. Lawrence Church
10915 Duelm Rd NE, Foley

License #01080

11025 Duelm
Road NE,

Foley, MN

We have ETABS

See our Facebook page 
for more information. 
Sponsored by Big Lake 
American Legion Post 147
and Legion Auxiliary Unit 147

Veteran Dinner!
FREE Dinner for Veteran 
& Active Military and a Guest. 

Pork Chop Dinner
Catered by 
The Pork Chop Guys 

Sat, Oct. 9th 
from 11-2pm (or until gone)
Big Lake Twp. Hall , 21960 Co. Rd. 5 
(Lions Park) Indoor seating.

ALL SEASONS

$649,000
9954 166th Court SE, Becker 

Stefanie Spillum 
763.202.3029

Monticello Office: 520 Pine Street 
YourAgentStefanie.com • 763-202-3029

If you’re looking for a rambler on private 
acreage — we’ve got you covered!

$525,000
9853 166th Court SE, Becker 

www.EdinaRealty.com

Call Today!
Premier Listing 
Specialists for...
• Waterfront
• Residential
• Acreage
• Hobby     
   Farms

Jim Splinter 
Realtor®

320-980-0560

Ron Sherwood 
Realtor®

763-442-5949

Rick Seagraves 
Realtor®

320-282-5656

Nancy Loidolt 
Realtor®

651-235-3709

Patrick Splinter
Realtor®

612-437-1383

1800+ square feet walkout rambler with unfinished basement & attached, 
heated garage (almost 900 sf). $269,900. MLS#6100704

Just listed in 
Maple Lake

Candice Lehn 
Realtor®

763-744-6124

GREATER CLEAR LAKE, CLEARWATER, GREATER CLEAR LAKE, CLEARWATER, 
BECKER AND BIG LAKE AREABECKER AND BIG LAKE AREA

If you’re thinking about selling 
— Don’t wait!

Ask about our proven results and 
WOW   factor service. 

— Splinter Team

730 Humboldt Drive NW 
• Big Lake, Minnesota

763-450-1350 
• www.libertybankmn.com

The Big Lake location of Liberty Bank 
Minnesota is now open to serve you.

-Home Loans
• Faster

• Cheaper
• Local

-Personal 
Banking

• Online & 
Mobile Banking

• Checking
• Savings & 

More!

-Personal Loans
• Lines of Credit
• Home Equity
• New Vehicle 
Including RV 
Equipment

See us for all your personal banking needs:

Subject to Credit Approval. N.M.L.S. #411232

Store Hours:
Mon-Fri - 10 am to 6 pm
Sat - 10 am to 4 pm, Sun closed

• New & Off-lease PCs and laptops
• On-site tech support (business or home)
• Computer & laptop repair (PC & Mac)
• Data Recovery
• Upgrades & Virus Removal
• Computer Tune-ups

Sales • Service • Support

320.654.9703
We Create Solutions!

2946 West Division Stree • Behind

Quality Building Supplies 
at Affordable Prices

Since 1975

BOOK YOUR ORDER!

Call for a FREE estimate
117th Ave., Milaca

(north end of Milaca off Central Ave)

BUILDING
$PECIAL$

320-983-6304 • 1-800-818-1846

LATCHAM-LIND LUMBER &
POST FRAME BUILDINGS

By Katherine Cantin,
Staff Writer
Reporter.Katie@PatriotNewsMN.com

Xcel Energy leaders 
met with local elected offi-
cials for their “Community 
Breakfast.” They gave a 
summary of the state of the 
company and of the energy 
production facilities in the 
area, including the Sherco 
plant and the Monticello 
nuclear plant.

Although there’ve been 
a lot of questions from the 

community, Xcel didn’t 
have a lot of answers at 
this time about its future 
of energy production. Xcel 
does have a goal of being 
carbon-free by 
2050 and is 
making strides 
towards that 
e v e n t u a l i t y , 
but the lead-
ers speaking 
at the commu-
nity breakfast 
seemed willing 
and eager to 

consider a host of different 
technologies to make that 
goal happen, including new 
nuclear technologies.

They are looking to 

extend the Monticello plant 
for an extra ten years as 
they’ve had great success 
with that nuclear plant. 
Some of the new nuclear 

technology being devel-
oped shows a lot of prom-
ise, and despite there being 
a memorandum on new nu-
clear facilities, Xcel hopes 
they will be able to work 
with legislators if this new 
tech proves to be a good fit 
for central Minnesota.

Although Xcel has had 
backlash about their car-
bon emissions from envi-
ronmentalist groups, they 
pointed out several times 
in their presentation that 
they are one of the top car-

bon-free producers in Min-
nesota.

The biggest takeaway 
this reporter had from the 
meeting was there were 
more questions than an-
swers regarding Xcel’s fu-
ture, and only time will tell 
where the company chooses 
to go. The full presenta-
tion is available at Vimeo.
com/612701161.

Xcel updates local leaders at Community Breakfast
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Auctions
ESTATE & CONSIGNMENT AUCTION

SUNDAY, OCT. 10, 2021 @ 11:00 AM
3825 Shadowood Dr. NE.Sauk Rapids,MN

Directions: St. Cloud, E. on Hwy 23 Left 0n 40th  (Follow Signs)

THIS IS A PARTIAL LISTING: view more at: 
www.midwestauctions.com/sharer
BP & MN sales tax applies. 
Keith Sharer Auction Service

320-267-1963

ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES: Beer signs, Beer mirror, Oil lamp, 
China cupboard, Trunk, Glassware, 33lp records. HOUSEHOLD: 
Toys, Glassware, Holiday décor’, Kitchen appliances, Dolls, Framed art 
& prints, Lamps, Barley twist book shelf, Claw foot parlor table, Quilt 
rack. FURNITURE: Chairs & Sofa, Wood desk, Shelves, Queen bed, 
End tables & Night stands, Dresser, Wood cabinets, Futon, Bar stools, 
Washer & dryer, Curio cabinet. OUTDOOR & SHOP: Hand & power 
tools, Yard & garden tools, Hardware, Weed whip, Tool boxes, Bicycle.  

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

763-262-2889

www.jeddelohsnyder.com

• Family Law
• Real Estate
• Business Planning
• Business Litigation
• Wills & Trusts
• Estate Planning
• Guardianships

101 Jefferson Blvd.
Big Lake

BUSINESS & PROFESSIONAL SERVICES  DIRECTORY

935 Clearwater Professional Building
(320) 558-2201

Tues: 9-5 • Wed: 8:30 - 4:30 • Fri: 8:30 - 2
ALSO: 1500 Northway Drive, St. Cloud

Member of American 
Academy of Dental 

Group Practice

“A Reason 
to Smile!”

Jeff Flemming, DDS
Brent Deragisch, DDS

Dental

Serving the Metro &
Surrounding Areas Since 1967

www.c-sblacktopping.com
Major Credit Cards accepted 

FREE ESTIMATES
aa  ““ggrreeeenn””  ppaavviinngg  ccoonnttrraaccttoorr

RESIDENTIAL COMMERCIAL
PAVING CONTRACTORS

763.428.2225

AsphaltAttorneys

PETERSON - 
GRIMSMO

FUNERAL CHAPEL
Serving your 

community since 1933
250 East Broadway

Monticello, MN 55362
763-295-2918

Our family serving yours!

Funeral

Providers of General and 
Coordinated Specialty 

Dentistry

Dr. Dean Calpas
Dr. Beth Amundson

Dr. Kira Powell

763-263-7100
FAX: 763-263-7114

20460 County Road 11 NW
Big Lake, MN 55309

www.monticellodentalcenter.com

CenterPoint Energy has operated in Minnesota for more than 150 years to provide 
safe, reliable natural gas and related services to more than 890,000 customers, 

while making significant annual investments such as our ongoing pipeline 
replacement programs, and maintaining the safety and reliability of our natural gas 

system in the state and the communities it serves.

IF YOU SMELL NATURAL GAS,  
YOU SHOULD:

Never assume that  someone else has reported the gas leak. 
CenterPoint Energy 24-hour Emergency  

Service/Gas Leak Hotline:  

800-296-9815 

©2021 CENTERPOINT ENERGY   210728-01

GAS SAFETY 
STARTS HERE.
VISIT US AT THE BIG LAKE SAFETY FAIR:

Leave immediately 
on foot! Do not use 
 electric switches, 

 telephones ( including 
cell phones), drive or 
start anything that 

could cause a spark.

Go to a safe location 
where you can no 

longer smell gas and 
call our  Emergency 
Service/Gas Leak 

Hotline and dial 911 
 immediately.

Never try to repair 
a gas leak  yourself. 

Leave all repairs  
to a trained 
 technician.

CenterPoint Energy 
checks suspected gas 
leaks at no cost to you.

1 2 3

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 10 
11AM - 2:30PM

Big Lake Fire Department
20243 County Rd 43 NW

Big Lake, MN 55309

CENT-1109_2021_Safety_Fair_Print_Ads_mech2.indd   4CENT-1109_2021_Safety_Fair_Print_Ads_mech2.indd   4 8/24/21   11:11 AM8/24/21   11:11 AM

By Katherine Cantin,
Staff Writer
Reporter.Katie@PatriotNewsMN.com

The Orrock Twp. su-
pervisors continued in their 
investigation of adding on to 
town hall during their Sep-
tember meeting. Supervisor 
Gregg Felber expressed con-
cerns regarding investigating 
and preserving any historical 
aspects of the building and the 
surrounding area. The other 
supervisors agreed that they 
would request any architect 
the town ends up hiring to 
investigate all needs related 
to the use of federal funding, 
such as the history/archeol-
ogy aspect Felber mentioned. 

The supervisors moved 
to have the committee work 
with a few different archi-
tects and to award a contract 
to whomever the committee 
felt was best qualified to do 
the job. Again, Felber had 
concerns. He wanted the ar-
chitect to be approved by the 
board as a whole. The other 
supervisors argued that would 
slow down the process sig-
nificantly, as the board only 
meets once per month. In the 
end, Felber was outvoted, as 
the other supervisors in atten-
dance approved the motion.

Sheriff’s Report
Sgt. Luke McLean gave 

the Sheriff’s report for the 
month. He reported that, once 
again, an individual fell for a 
gift card scam in the area. He 
reminded everyone that no 
reputable company or gov-
ernment agency will ever ask 

for payment in the form of 
gift cards. 

McLean also reported 
someone broke a window at 
Hope Lutheran, likely as a 
part of an attempted burglary. 
Another individual tried, and 
failed, to steal a boat near Ann 
Lake. 

McLean finished his 
report by reminding Orrock 
residents that patrols are in 
the area and motorists need to 
slow down and drive safely. 

Road Projects
Road projects for 2021 

are wrapped up now, and the 
township was able to get the 
work done not only under 
budget, but under their orig-
inal budget (the budget was 
increased to accommodate 
for an extra project the super-
visors added on.)

Kevin Kruger, repre-
sentative of the town’s en-
gineering firm, was ready to 
work with the supervisors 
to get started on planning 
for 2022 road construction. 
He felt that, with well-timed 
maintenance, all the town-
ship roads should last another 
10-15 years before any need 
to be reclaimed. Planning will 
commence during the late fall 
and early winter, with bids for 
service going out sometime 
early 2022, possibly January. 

Transparency
Felber made a request 

that there be greater transpar-
ency in regards to communi-
cations that happen outside 
of meetings. For example, he 
said he would like to know 
what exactly is stated by the 

town’s attorney whenever 
they are contacted. 

Gary Goldman, town 
treasurer and former attorney, 
stated that Felber’s request 
made some sense, as transpar-
ency is important, but he saw 
no need for it, as official opin-
ions are documented, and it is 
an increased burden on the 
township’s very limited staff. 

Felber reiterated his de-
sire for more transparency in 
regards to emails to the clerk 
and communications outside 
of meetings. The other super-
visors and staff were uncer-
tain exactly what he meant, 
and a long discussion ensued, 
but without any resolution. 

In Other Business, 
the Board:
• Again hired Daryl 

Waletzko to take care of 
winter snow plowing for the 
township;

• Approved a slight 
change to the Zimmer-
man-Livonia Fire contract;

• Received a letter from 
the county which asked the 
township to send a copy of 
any ordinances enforceable 
by the Sheriff;

• Authorized the town 
clerk to purchase a new 
printer, as the old one needed 
a part replaced and is aged, 
making a new purchase more 
cost-effective;

• Noted a couple of up-
coming events, including a 
food shelf distribution Oct. 
12 at Lions Park in Big Lake, 
and hazardous waste collec-
tion Oct. 8 and 9 at the Sher-
burne County Fairgrounds.

Orrock looks to 
expand town hall

By Katherine Cantin,
Staff Writer
Reporter.Katie@PatriotNewsMN.com

The Big Lake Town su-
pervisors had a busy meeting 
last week as property owners 
approcahed them seeking 
approval of some unique, 
sticky situations.

World of Wheels
Sarah and John are a 

couple who recently pur-
chased Big Lake Auto, a 
business off of Hwy. 10. 
When investigating the pur-
chase, they inquired with the 
county whether they would 
be able to sell cars there, as 
they desired (the previous 
owner also sold cars at this 
location.) The county said it 
was not an issue. The couple 
claims they have this ap-
proval in writing.

After purchasing the 
property, the county seemed 
to “change its mind,” telling 
the couple the parcel would 
need to be rezoned to com-
mercial in order to do their 
business (it is currently 
zoned industrial.

The couple approached 
the Big Lake Town Board 
to have them weigh in on 
the situation. The supervi-

sors agreed to send favorable 
comments on to the county 
regarding the zoning change. 

3 Variances, One Lot
A gentleman ap-

proached the supervisors 
after being informed by the 
county that he would need 
three separate variances for 
his home. The individual 
purchased a rambler and 
was looking to relocate it to 
a small lot on 191st St. off 
of Co. Rd. 75. The street is a 
large hill, and the back of the 
lot is considered a bluff, so 
the county informed him that 
the DNR would want him to 
be far away from the steep 
bluff. This, however, would 
position the house almost 
dangerously close to the 
street, with only six feet be-
tween house and pavement. 

He also needed vari-
ances on the back of the lot 
and the side, due to the septic 
tank placement.

The supervisors were 
not happy with how close the 
house was to the road, and 
sent comments to the county 
saying they would approve 
if the house was set further 
back from the road. 

Sheriff’s Report

Sgt. Luke McLean of the 
Sherburne County Sheriff’s 
Office (SCSO) reported one 
interesting arrest when a man 
from Minneapolis attempted 
to flee from SCSO officers, 
crashing into a parked squad 
car which was not involved 
in the pursuit. The man pro-
ceeded to attempt to flee on 
foot.

Besides that incident, 
McLean had little more to 
report other than a large 
number of traffic stops on 
Co. Rd. 14. Although there 
is adequate signage, many 
motorists still feel the need 
to speed on that road, espe-
cially in the 40 mph zone on 
the south end of the road.

In Other Business, 
the Board:
• Was presented a copy 

of the annual meeting min-
utes;

• Approved a new ordi-
nance regarding mailboxes;

• Resolved to take on 
road maintenance for the 
Wheat Fields Development.

Big Lake Twp. hears out 
property owners’ issues 

originally issued a charter in November of 1920.  The 
original document lists 15 veterans responsible for the for-
mation of the post: Chas. Rush, Albert Swanson, Harry 
Spindler, Robert Haberman, James Dore, Charlie Nelson, 
Vance Kolbinger, Andrew Kolbinger, Louis Beck, Samuel 
Wells, William Eppard, Roy Thompson, Nels Peter Nel-
son, Alfred Christensen and Theodore Thompson.

Riebel says there are currently approximately 90 mem-
bers, but the post is always looking for additional members 
to help carry the mission. The legion coordinates many im-
portant community activities, including having a presence 
at veteran’s funerals. The post also presents the colors at 
BHS football games and helps celebrate Memorial Day at 
many area cemeteries each year.

Any veterans interested in membership can contact 
John Riebel. Meetings are held the second Tuesday of each 
month at 7 p.m. and adhere to a strict one hour time limit.

On behalf of the entire community, congratulations to 
the Becker American Legion for 100 plus years of service 
to the Becker area!

LEGION from page 1

COMMANDER JOHN RIEBEL took 
time during the Legion’s dinner to 
share a few stories and present a few 
awards. (Photo by Mark Kolbinger.)
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Editorials/Opinions
In the Know: $0 Tax Increase

(Editor’s Note: The fol-
lowing column was submitted 
by Big Lake Schools.)

Big Lake Schools will 
be holding an election on 
November 2 asking voters 
to approve a crucial school 
funding measure to restore 
and renew our facilities. 

A frequently asked ques-
tion that we receive is “How 
is this a $0 tax increase?” 
The simple answer is this: 
the bond referendum that fi-
nanced the construction of 
Liberty Elementary (along 
with additions to the High 
School and Middle School, 
and improvements to In-
dependence Elementary 
School), will be paid off on 
February 1, 2022. With this 
debt expiring, we are asking 
our community to reinvest in 
our facilities while maintain-
ing the current tax rate.

An analogy to describe 
this process is much like pur-
chasing a car. Each month, 
you have a monthly payment 
until your car is paid off. 
Now, once the car is paid off, 
you have additional money 
each month that you can uti-
lize on other projects or pur-
chases. You could utilize this 
money to make critical im-
provements to your home or 
update home appliances that 
may be older and don’t func-
tion as well anymore.

Much like the car anal-
ogy, our school buildings 
are a second home to our 
students and have pressing 
maintenance needs.With the 
previous bond referendum 
payments expiring, this is an 
opportune time to reinvest in 
our facilities with low interest 
rates while maintainin fiscal 
responsibility for our tax pay-
ers. A few of the projects that 
need to be completed include:

• Liberty Elementary’s 
roof. When constructed in 
2002, Liberty Elementary had 
a roof with a 15 year life span 
installed. The roof is now 18 
years old and in need of re-
placement;

• Portions of the Middle 
School roof. Portions of the 
Middle School roof, includ-
ing the 1987 and 2001 addi-
tions, need replacing;

• Independence Elemen-

tary’s HVAC system. The 
1981 HVAC system at Inde-
pendence Elementary STEM 
is in need of replacement. 
This replacement would in-
clude a better air quality han-
dling system as well as air 
conditioning;

• Special Education 
spaces at the Middle School. 
Special Education spaces at 
the Middle School were con-
structed in 1997 and are in 
need of redesign to reflect the 
current learning needs of our 
students;

• Building control sys-
tems. Building control sys-
tems across the district are 
24 years old. The computer 
systems they operate on are 
no longer able to support the 
aging control panels.

For more information 
including a full list of proj-
ects, voting information, or 
answers to other questions, 
please visit Referendum.
BigLakeSchools.org or reach 
out to me directly at 763-
262-2536. Early voting has 
already begun and on No-
vember 2 votes may be cast 
at Big Lake City Hall from 
7 a.m. to 8 p.m. I hope that 
you make it a priority to vote 
in this upcoming election 
and encourage your family, 
friends, and neighbors to vote 
as well.

Clear Lake Firefighters Tie the Knot
Kari Mechtel and Chad 

Koren are local fire fighters 
for Clear Lake Fire Depart-
ment. Kari Mechtel joined 
Clear Lake Fire Department 
in 2001. Kari was instrumen-
tal in implementing the Clear 
Lake Fire Department annual 
open houses that continue to 
this day. 

Mechtel shared: “I enjoy 
helping people and being 
there for those who need 
help.” 

Her most challenging 
experiences with the fire de-
partment include being the 
only female for the first few 
years and dealing with any 
responding to fire calls that 
involved children. 

Chad Koren joined the 
Clear Lake Fire Department 
in 2009. Chad Koren’s fa-
ther, Ron, is currently the fire 
chief, 

Chad was inspired to be 
a fire fighter as he grew up 
watching his father rush out 
of the house to respond to 
fires and help those in need.

Chad knew from a 
young age that he wanted to 
follow in his dad’s footsteps 
as a fire fighter. 

Chad says his greatest 
experiences as a fire fighter 
include being promoted to 
Lieutenant and then promoted 
to Captain. Chad enjoys help-
ing others. Chad says some of 
his most challenging times as 
a fire fighter include respond-
ing to emergencies where he 

ended up knowing the indi-
viduals since he grew up in 
Clear Lake.

Kari and Chad chose 
9/11/21 as their wedding day 
because the date marked the 
twentieth anniversary of 9/11. 
Kari and Chad felt, as fire-
fighters, that 9/11 would be a 
fitting date for their nuptials. 
The date should also be one 
neither the bride or groom 
will ever forget. 

As fire fighters, the bride 
and groom thought it would 
be special to have a fire truck 
on hand for their wedding. 

Since fire departments 
have a rule that no trucks can 
leave the protection area for 
personal reasons, the couple 
decided to get creative to 
make their wedding day extra 
special. 

“We really wanted to 
have a fire truck at our wed-
ding and decided to reach out 
to Palmer residents Dennis 
and Rita Lietha. We knew the 

Liethas purchased the retired 
fire truck from Clear Lake 
Fire Dept. in 2013 when a 
new engine was purchased. 

Lietha’s retired Clear 
Lake Fire Dept. truck is a 
1984 and was purchased by 
the city of Clear Lake in 1985. 
Originally it was yellow and 
it was decided to paint it red 
and was officially numbered 
Engine 25.  

Engine 25 was the 
“main” engine until 2001, 
which happens to be the 
year Kari Mechtel (the bride) 
joined th Clear Lake Fire De-
partment. Engine 25 served as 
a back up until Engine 29 was 
purchased in 2013.

The wedding was held at 
Molitor’s restaurant in rural 
Sauk Rapids. 

Owner Tammy Molitor 
was very helpful and made 
sure the fire truck was parked 
in an ideal spot. Molitor also 
asked the Leithas to sound 
the sirens when the ceremony 
was over. 

Kari shared: “Chad and 
I didn’t realize the Liethas 
were going to sound the siren 
at the end of the ceremony, 
and it sent chills down our 
spines and brought smiles to 
our faces!”

A wonderful time was 
had by all! The addition of the 
fire truck made the event even 
more special. 

By Mary Nehring
Contributing Writer

Holding Biden Accountable
(Editor’s Note: The fol-

lowing column was submit-
ted by Congressman Tom 
Emmer.)

The House of Repre-
sentatives has a busy week 
ahead, with trillions of dollars 
on the line. Speaker Pelosi 
continues to hold funding 
for infrastructure investment 
hostage in order to adopt $3.5 
trillion in new spending on 
“human infrastructure,” ac-
companied by increased taxes 
that will undoubtedly impact 
every American. 

As a nation, we are nearly 
$30 trillion in national debt. 
Nearly 8.5 million Americans 
are out of a job and prices on 
everyday goods and services 
continue to rise. Last year’s 
emergency spending during 
the early days of the pan-
demic was done in a biparti-
san manner in recognition of 
the need to keep our economy 
afloat. Unfortunately, recent 
efforts have been wholly par-
tisan, including $1.9 trillion 
in new spending in February 
and this week’s $3.5 trillion 
reconciliation package. 

We cannot continue to 
dump trillions of dollars into 
our economy and expect to 
spend our way out of this 
pandemic. We must regain 
control of our spending and 
refocus our efforts on helping 
the thousands of employers 
around the country hire the 
employees they need to drive 
our economy forward. Our 
country was not built by gov-
ernment funding or mandates, 
it was built by hardworking 
Americans with the freedom 

to innovate and create the 
most dynamic and successful 
economy the world has ever 
known.  

It’s time we drop these 
political charades and return 
to the core principles that 
make our country great. 

Upcoming Town Hall 
Next week, I look for-

ward to hosting an in-person 
town hall in Montrose. Please 
visit my website for more in-
formation.

Soon, my office will also 
be hosting a Service Acad-
emy Night for individuals 
interested in applying for a 
nomination to one of our na-
tion’s service academies. The 
event will be on Monday, 
October 11, at 6:00 PM CT 
at the St. Cloud Library in the 
Mississippi Room. Visit my 
website to learn more.

The meeting will give 
participants the opportunity 
to learn about the applica-
tion process as well as the 
Congressional nomination 
process. Representatives 
from the United States Mili-
tary Academy at West Point, 

the United States Air Force 
Academy, the United States 
Naval Academy, and the 
United States Merchant Ma-
rine Academy will be avail-
able to answer any questions. 
To learn more about Military 
Academy Nominations, click 
here.

Biden Administration 
Accountability
As Americans adjust to 

living with COVID-19, our 
border with Canada remains 
closed. The Biden Admin-
istration has once again 
extended the closure until 
October 21st. 

The closure of our north-
ern border impacted Amer-
icans and Canadians alike, 
though the effects were es-
pecially felt by Minnesotans 
who live in or visit the North-
west Angle. Between the halt 
to trade, the disruption to 
tourism, and the general sep-
aration of our citizens, the ef-
fects of this travel-prohibition 
have been devastating. 

The impact is impossible 
to quantify exactly, but prior 
to the pandemic, cross-border 
trade in goods totaled nearly 
$720 billion. In fact, 90 per-
cent of the Canadian popula-
tion lives within 100 miles of 
the border, making our coun-
try Canada’s largest inbound 
travel market. It’s safe to say, 
both countries have suffered 
because of this border clo-
sure.

Currently, Customs and 
Border Protection does not 
appear to have a plan in place 

By Congressman 
Tom Emmer

By Supt. 
Tim Truebenbach

Traveling Across Minnesota
(Editor’s Note: The fol-

lowing column was submitted 
by Tina Smith.)

August was a jam-
packed month, and during 
the Senate’s annual August 
recess, I was able to travel to 
communities across the state 
and hear from Minnesotans 
about issues that matter to 
them most.

These visits help inform 
my work in Washington, 
D.C. and will be valuable as 
the Senate returns this month 
to finish work on transfor-
mative budget legislation 
that will not only address the 
continuing economic fallout 
from the pandemic, but also 
rebuild our nation’s crum-
bling infrastructure, create 
jobs, cut taxes, lower costs for 
Minnesota working families, 
and address the urgent threat 
of climate change.  

Minnesota Events 
During August Recess
 I began the August re-

cess by chairing a Senate 
subcommittee field hearing 
in Minneapolis to examine 
Minnesota’s current and 
future transit needs in both 
rural and urban communities 
across our state. I heard from 
transit leaders from around 
Minnesota, as well as the 
nation’s top transit official, 
Nuria Fernandez of the Fed-
eral Transit Administration, 
who also joined me in riding 
the local light rail and touring 
local transit sites.   

Throughout August, I 
held conversations on my 
efforts to make child care 
available and affordable to 
working Minnesota families, 
and on my work to expand 
broadband networks in com-
munities that currently are not 
connected. I visited River’s 
Edge Hospital and Clinic in 
St. Peter with Senator Klo-

buchar and U.S. Agriculture 
Secretary Tom Vilsack to 
discuss the importance of 
rural healthcare access. These 
issues will be top priorities for 
me in the upcoming Senate 
budget negotiations. 

Visiting schools includ-
ing North Community High 
School’s solar panel project 
reminded me of the innova-
tive spirit of young Minne-
sotans who want to address 
climate change. At a livestock 
auction in Bagley, I discussed 
my efforts to address the 
economic harm being done 
to Minnesota producers by 
the growing concentration of 
market power among a small 
number of giant agri-compa-
nies. 

Finally, the State Fair 
has long been one of my – 
and my family’s – favorite 
places to visit each August. 
After the pandemic cancelled 
it last year, I was excited to 
greet Minnesotans as the 
fair opened on the first day. I 
spent several days at the fair 
meeting with Minnesotans, 
seeing the butter sculptures, 
and eating my favorite foods.  

All of these Minnesota 
events in August are an im-
portant part of my work and 
support my Capitol Hill ef-
forts on behalf of Minnesota. 

Texas Abortion Ban 

The recent Supreme 
Court ruling allowing the 
Texas abortion law to stand 
is a blatant attack on wom-
en’s freedom. By declining to 
block the law, the court seems 
ready to toss 50 years of prec-
edent and take away wom-
en’s constitutional rights. 
This is the culmination of a 
40-year effort by Republicans 
to radically remake the courts 
with the help of dark money 
and the Federalist Society. 
Not all hope is lost. Public 
outcry, smart organizing, and 
decisive legislative action 
will help us overcome these 
insidious attacks on women’s 
freedom. 

As the only Senator who 
worked at Planned Parent-
hood, and as a fierce advocate 
for women’s rights, I believe 
our strength is that a strong 
majority of the public agrees 
with safeguarding women’s 
reproductive rights. It’s a vot-
ing issue and a winning one. 
So, it’s our job to reach out to 
men and women across the 
country and make the case for 
reproductive rights. It won’t 
be easy. But if we focus on 
what we can and should do, 
we can reverse the steady 
erosion of reproductive rights 
that we are seeing today.

Addressing the 
Climate Crisis
During August, I saw 

firsthand the economic and 
human toll that climate 
change is taking on our state.  
U.S. Agriculture Secretary 
Tom Vilsack joined me, Sen-
ator Amy Klobuchar and Rep. 
Angie Craig on a Southeast 
Minnesota farm to meet with 
Minnesota farm leaders and 
producers who have been hit 
hard by the ongoing drought.  
Later in the month, Sen. Klo-

By Sen. 
Tina Smith

SMITH continues ...
buchar and I joined Governor 
Walz in Northern Minnesota 
to view the wildfires that have 
ravaged thousands of acres of 
forest lands. It is clear from 
these unprecedented weather 
events that it is long past time 
to get serious about address-
ing the climate crisis. 

I am currently negotiating 
an urgently-needed transition 
to a clean energy future by 
pushing to include my Clean 
Electricity Payment Plan 
(CEPP) as part of the major 
budget package now being de-

bated in Congress. Choosing 
a clean energy future – done 
well – can provide cheaper 
energy, improve health, and 
create more jobs, opportunity 
and fairness in our economy. 
My plan, which would move 
electric power generation to 
net-zero carbon emissions, 
is a powerful and achievable 
tool to get us there. It would 
require utility providers to 
include more clean energy in 
their mix over time. This plan 
will allow every utility and 
region to start where it is and 

build from there. 
 The CEPP would be a 

great start to address the cli-
mate crisis and can put Amer-
ica on a rapid path to net-zero 
electricity emissions. It’s not 
one-size fits all and it does 
not promote one kind of clean 
energy over another. My plan 
is supported by environmental 
groups, utility providers, and 
labor unions – the broad sup-
port necessary for it to pass 
and be implemented. 

SMITH continues below...

Becker Schools Listen to Community
(Editor’s Note: The fol-

lowing column was submitted 
by Becker Schools.)

We’ve listened to our 
community and refined our 
plan!

This past May, ISD 726 
voters rejected a bond ref-
erendum by only 11 votes 
(601: YES | 612: NO). With 
just over 1200 votes total, this 
was one of the lowest voter 
turn-outs in the District. On 
Tuesday, November 2, Dis-
trict residents will consider a 
two-question bond referen-
dum to make improvements 
across the District. So, how 
did the School Board listen 
and refine the plan? 

• This plan keeps the 
grade configuration the same 
as it is now. Feedback from 
staff, principals, and our 
community doesn’t support 
grade realignment and will 
remain as is if the referendum 

is approved. Instead of mov-
ing grade 2, space would be 
added to the Primary School 
and keep the youngest learn-
ers under one roof;

• This plan provides 
flexibility while remaining 
sensitive to the tax tolerance 
of local residents. Question 
1 of the plan addresses the 
District’s most critical needs 
while remaining a net-zero 

tax impact above the current 
tax rate — something resi-
dents have told us is import-
ant;

• This plan gives res-
idents the option to invest 
in other District-related im-
provements. Other improve-
ments, such as the artificial 
turf, are included in question 
2, which is contingent on the 
successful passage of ques-
tion 1. Having a separate bal-
lot question gives residents 
the option to invest in those 
improvements.

Make sure your vote is 
counted by voting early in 
person at the District Office 
from 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
through Monday, November 
1. Early voting is also avail-
able at home via absentee 
ballot. Visit BulldogsStrong.
com/vote for more informa-
tion and don’t forget to vote 
on or before Tues., Nov. 2.  

By Supt. 
Jeremy Schmidt

EMMER to page 12
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Becker Fire 
Department 

Open House 

SSaattuurrddaayy,,  OOccttoobbeerr  99  
1100aamm  ----  22ppmm    

 

• Fire Prevention Handouts 
• Truck Rides 
• Blow-up Castle  
• High Ropes Demonstration  
• FREE Coffee & Donuts 
• And More!!!! 

 

*North Memorial Air Ambulance 
will be making a landing and 
appearance at some point during 
the event. You won’t want to miss 
it!* 

Thank you 
Firefighters for your 
dedication & service!

763-262-BOAT (2628)
17207 198th Ave. • Big Lake, MN 55309

2021 BECKER FIRE DEPARTMENT. In no particular order: Chief Doug Kolbinger, Asst. Chief Jeff Edling, Asst. Chief Tom Wark, Capt. Chris Keeler, Capt. Dan Faul, 
Lt. Trent Fischer, Lt. Tom Hanzlik, Lt. Scott Ringwelski, Lt. Terry Foradory, Dave Bull, Jena Cox, Russ Cox, Dave Dahlheimer, Kevin Drehmel, Gary Evens, Conrad 
Gardner, Zach Gardner, Kent Graning, Tim Green, Curt Hennen, Mike Holtslander, Brandon Johnson, Wade Johnson, Daniel Kampa, Austin Knutson, Toni Knutson, 
Adam Krone, Bryan Lamp, Bret Lommel, Nicole Moonen, Steven Reid, Kevin Rieland II, Brandon Schmitz, Matt Weber and Corey Winkelman. (Submitted Photo).

OTTEM INSURANCE AGENCY
Medicare Plans

763-263-7682

Thank 
you 

firefighters!

MACHINING AND WELDING INC.
6715 125th Ave - Clear Lake • 320.743.2387 • Cell: 320.290.9843

WWW.STMACHININGWELDING.COM

Special thanks to our 

local firefighters!

Thank you firefighters... 

Your services 
are appreciated!

Thank youThank you
For your 

dedication to our 
community!

Thank You Area Firefighters!

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I., 6000 American Parkway, 
Madison WI  53783   ©2016 007251 Rev. 07/17 

Amy Chmielewski Agency, Inc.
13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN 

Mon.-Thu., 9am-5pm • Fri., 9am-1pm
763-261-5959

BECKER

WWW.ROYALRENOVATIONS.NET

Thank you to all area firefighters!
Your dedication is appreciated!

October 
3-9, 2021

FIREMAN’S PRAYER
When I am called to duty, God, whenev-
er flames may rage, give me strength to 
save some life, whatever be its age. Help 
me embrace a little child before it is 
too late, or save an older person from 
the horror of that fate. Enable me to 
be alert and hear the weakest shout, 
and quickly, and efficiently to put the 
fire out. I want to fill my calling, and 
to give the best in me, to guard my every 
neighbor and protect his property. And 
if, according to my fate, I am to lose my 
life, please bless with your protecting 
hand my family, friends and wife.

Thank you
Area Firefighters

for all you do!

Be sure and check your smoke 
detector batteries and have properly 

working fire extinguishers.

Becker
763-261-4464

By Bill Morgan
Editor/Staff Writer
Reporter.Bill@PatriotNewsMN.com

This year’s Fire Prevention Week 
campaign, “Learn the Sounds of Fire 
Safety!” works to educate everyone 
about the different sounds the smoke 
and carbon monoxide alarms make. 

Knowing what to do when an 
alarm sounds will keep you and your 
family safe. When an alarm makes 
noises – a beeping sound or a chirping 
sound – you must take action.

What if someone in 
my home is deaf or 
hard of hearing?
There are smoke alarms and alert 

devices that alert people who are 
deaf or hard of hearing. These 
devices include strobe lights 
that flash to alert people when 
the smoke alarm sounds. Pillow 
or bed shakers designed to work 
with your smoke alarm also can 
be purchased and installed. For 
more information on this import-
ant topic, visit Fire Safety for the 
deaf or hard of hearing section.

What’s the difference 
between smoke alarms 
and carbon monoxide 
(CO) alarms? 
Why do I need both?

2021 Campaign Is: Learn The 
Sounds Of Fire Safety

SOUNDS to page 8



THE 2021 BIG LAKE FIRE DEPT: In alphabetical order: Ryan Aderman, Brad Anderson, Brady Bagne, Terry Baxter, Mike Bondhus, Capt. Chris Brezinka, 
Eric Burleigh, Capt. Nick Christenson, Capt. Tim Davis, Brian Erlandson, Chief Seth Hansen, Ryan Hanson, Sam Hanson, Daren Hardies, Justin Hattesohl, Asst. 
Chief Mark Hedstrom, Jesse Hemauer, Matthew Houle, Mike Houts, Jim Jensen, Jeff Johns, Marvin Johnson, Jeremy Kokesch, Noel Krebs, Kevin Krueger, Joshua 
Matich, Clinton Maxson, Doug Novak, Capt. Jeff Novak, Eric Rosa, Lt. Kiel Ruberg, Lee Schroeder and Capt. Charlie Stern. (Submitted Photo)
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Three locations to serve you...
Becker 763-261-4200 | Princeton 763-389-4099

Monticello 763-271-7177
www.sherburnestatebank.com

THANK YOUThank You
for your continued service to our communities!

BECKER

BIG LAKE

CLEAR LAKE

CLEARWATER

PATRIOT  STAFF
WOULD LIKE TO  
THANK  ALL THE 

LOCAL FIRE 
DEPARTMENTS FOR 
THEIR INCREDIBLE 

COMMITMENT 
TO PROTECTING  

PEOPLE, ANIMALS, 
BUILDINGS AND 

PROPERTY! 
GODSPEED 

AND STAY SAFE!

Lake Liquors raises money for BLFD
By Katherine Cantin,
Staff Writer
Reporter.Katie@PatriotNewsMN.com

Sept. 11, Lake Liquors held its third-annual, fun-
packed, MMBA (Minnesota Municipal Beverage As-
sociation) fundraiser for the Big Lake Fire Dept. The 
event was hosted at McPete’s, and featured lots of ex-
citing activities, including: a bean bag tournament with 
25 competing teams; a silent auction of items donated 
by community members and area  businesses; a feast of 
burgers grilled by firefighters; balloon animals; bowling; 
giveaways for kids; and other awesome activities. 

Lisa Miller of the liquor store was the event orga-
nizer, and she said she couldn’t have hoped for a better 
result. 

“In all, we raised $5,700 for the Big Lake Fire Dept.,” 
she said. “And every last dollar will be going to the de-
partment.”

She wanted to personally thank all the area busi-
nesses who donated gift cards and items for the silent auc-
tion and to use as giveaways, and she especially wanted to 
thank McPete’s for opening up their location to the event 
and lending their expertise in event planning. 

She was only disappointed that the dunk tank was 
out of commission that day. In this reporter’s opinion, it 
would have been entertaining to see the follow-through 
on city council and town board promises of dunk each 
other from the week before!

www.preferredtitle.biz
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Monticello, MN
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Thanks 

Firefighters!

Thanks 

Firefighters!

 

 

BLFD OPEN HOUSE 
October 10th 11am-2pm 

20243 County Road 43 
 

Free Pizza, Popcorn, Pop and Bottled Water – while supplies last 
 

Free Pumpkins for all kids who fill out their 
Demonstration Passport 

 

Throughout the day enjoy: 
Kids Waterball Activity 
Live Auto Extrication 

North Memorial, Life Link and State Patrol Helicopters 
Army Nation Guard Rock Wall 

DNR ATV Safety 
Centracare Ambulance Tours 

Sherburne County Water Patrol Water Rescue 
Big Lake Police Department  

Big Lake Fire Auxiliary 
 

FIRE TRUCK RIDES 
 

Face Painting, Bounce House & Much More! 
 

BIG LAKE FIREFIGHERS (above) grilled up delicious burgers at the MMBA 
fundraiser on 9/11. Pictured from left to right is Jeremy Kekesch, Lt. Kiel Ru-
berg, Jeff Johns, and Brady Bagne. (Photo by Carol Hanson.)

KIDS HAD A WATER BALLOON TOSS AND ADULTS PLAYED IN THE 9/11 
BEANBAG TOURNAMENT (left and left, top photos) as a part of the Lake Li-
quors BLFD fundraiser. (Photo by Carol Hanson.)

Thank you for your service!

Serving all your outdoor power equipment needs!
580 Humboldt Dr., 
Big Lake, MN 55309

13380 Hwy. 25, 
Brainerd, MN 56401

530 Division St., W. 
Maple Lake, MN 55358

600 E. Hwy. 55, 
Buffalo, MN 55313

2749 Clearwater Rd.
St. Cloud, MN 56301

FPW: Oct. 3-9, 2021
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CentraCare.com

Thank you for
supporting our 

community!

Make sure you 
have a working fire

extinguisher. 

Thanks Big Lake Fire Dept.!

763-263-2019
Lake Shopping Center • Big Lake

M-F, 8 - 8; Sat., 7 - 6, Sun., 9 - 5

BIG LAKE HARDWARE HANK & RENTAL

Located at 13904 1st Street

Three Ladies 
LaundrY

THANK YOU FIREFIGHTERS!
Special thanks to WADE JOHNSON for 24 

years of serving our communities!

THE 2021 CLEAR LAKE FIRE DEPT: Back row – Nathan Legatt, Branden Weis, Kevin Lietha, Ben Goenner, Ryan Peterson, Matt Lunser, Ryan Leaders, Chad 
Nelson, Chad Koren, Ross Imholte, Barry Schuldt, Ron Koren, Matt Davis. Middle row – Barb Rucks and Colleen Knafla. Bottom row – Harvey Doble, Weston 
Ludwig, Kari Koren, Jill Lietha, Craig Miller and Anthony Baret. Not pictured – Logan Draack, Kiel Golly, Regan Johnson, Jason Foradory, Travis Malikowski. 
(Submitted Photo)

CLEAR LAKE

Clear Lake, MN     320-743-2000Clear Lake, MN • 320-743-2000

THANK YOU 
TO OUR 

FIREFIGHTERS!

SOUNDS from page 7
Smoke alarms sense smoke well be-
fore you can, alerting you to danger. 
In the event of fire, you may have as 
little as two minutes to escape safely, 
which is why smoke alarms need to be 
in every bedroom, outside of the sleep-
ing areas (like a hallway), and on each 
level (including the basement). Do not 
put smoke alarms in your kitchen or 
bathrooms.

Carbon monoxide is an odorless, 

colorless gas that displaces oxygen in 
your body and brain and can render 
you unconscious before you even re-
alize something is happening to you. 
Without vital oxygen, you are at risk of 
death from carbon monoxide poisoning 
in a short time. CO alarms detect the 
presence of carbon monoxide and alert 
you so you can get out, call 9-1-1, and 
let the professionals check your home.

How do I know which 

smoke and CO alarm 
to choose for 
my home?
Choose an alarm that is listed with 

a testing laboratory, meaning it has 
met certain standards for protection. 
Whether you select a unit that requires 
yearly changing of batteries, or a 10-
year unit that you change out at the end 
of the 10 years, either will provide pro-
tection.

CO alarms also have a battery 

backup. Choose one that is listed with 
a testing laboratory. For the best pro-
tection, use combination smoke and 
carbon monoxide alarms that are inter-
connected throughout the home. These 
can be installed by a qualified electri-
cian, so that when one sounds, they all 
sound. This ensures you can hear the 
alarm no matter where in your home 

By Katherine Cantin,
Staff Writer
Reporter.Katie@PatriotNewsMN.com

Becker resident Sam 
Pederson has created a 
unique memorial to the na-
tion’s first responders and 
veterans: a fire truck, deco-
rated with memorabilia, pic-
tures, and symbols of those 
who give everything they 
have to serve others. 

Pederson purchased 
the truck from the fire dept. 
In Hampden, North Da-
kota when the department 
purchased a new truck and 
needed a new home for the 
old one. The truck is a very 
old, classic vehicle dating 
back to 1964, with, amaz-
ingly, only 5,000 or so miles 
on it. Pederson was inspired 

to make it into a moving me-
morial to first responders and 
military, with 9/11 being the 
overall theme. 

He also dedicated a sec-
tion of the truck to represent-
ing the morals and beliefs of 
the Lions Club, since they are 
also dedicated to serving the 
community and because the 
Becker Lions have been an 
avid supporter of Pederson’s 
project. 

This summer, Pederson 
took his truck to Spud Fest, 
Freedom Days, and a few car 
shows to share the memorial 
he created with the rest of the 
community. 

“One person who saw 
the project said to me, ‘9/11? 
Nobody talks about that any-
more,” Pederson said. 

But he thinks that his 

memorial is important.
“It’s something that we 

all should always remem-
ber,” he said, “just like Pearl 
Harbor.”

So Pederson continues 

to work on his truck in honor 
of vets and first responders 
around the nation.

Pederson has fixed up 
the inside of the cab, and re-
placed some of the lights and 

accents of the vehicle, but he 
said that the paint is still orig-
inal. He’s decorated the sides 
with symbols and photos, 
and when he takes it to events 
he attaches a TV screen to the 

top in order to play patriotic 
videos. It’s an impressive 
sight, and clear that Peder-
son has put a lot of effort and 
heart into the project.

Becker resident creates memorial fire truck

We appreciate you, local firefighters!

www.hirshfields.com

Monticello - 500 Pine Street  (763) 295-4442
Waite Park - 117 3rd Street NE  (320) 259-6506

We have sand, gravel, fieldstone,
washed rock & granite products

THANKS FOR KEEPING US SAFE!

THANK YOU FOR 
YOUR COMMITMENT 
& SERVICE TO OUR 

COMMUNITIES!

www.lakesgas.com • 320-339-1013

A HUGE 
THANK YOU 

to all of our local 
FIRE DEPARTMENTS
From all of us at

ryan hubbard   763.263.8334   hubmn.com

• FAMILY OWNED
   AND   OPERATED
• GREAT SERVICE
• REASONABLE RATES
 • SKILLED TECHNICIANS

LICENSE# EA693473

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • AGRICULTURAL

101 Lake Street, Big Lake • 763-263-7867

Firefighters!

BECKER RESIDENT SAM PEDERSON has created a 9/11 memorial on wheels. (Photo by Katherine Cantin.)

ARTWORKS LIKE THIS ONE 
also go with Pederson and his 
truck to area events. (Photo by 
Katherine Cantin.)

THANK YOU FIREFIGHTERS
your service to our communities

is greatly appreciated!

WWW.CHARLIESSPORTSBARANDGRILL.COM

763-262-4000 
12287 Hancock 
Street, Becker

SUN-THURS 11AM-11PM • FRI & SAT 11AM-1AM

13400 1st St., Becker • 763-262-2500

Deli Plus
BECKER Shell

Thank you firefighters 
for serving our 
communities!

SOUNDS to page 9



THE 2021 CLEARWATER FIRE DEPT: Front row, L to R: Matt Mooney, Dave Lindberg, Al Strohschein, Ashley Eichten, Dustin Trautner, Cory Broich, Brian 
Kunkel, Jason Lang. Middle row: Ryan Sims, James Kirchenbauer, John Schmidt, Mike Keller, Nick Eldred, Ryan Pridgeon, Doug Zupan, Jim Repke, Josh Neubert, 
Jayson Boon. Back Row: Kyle Gramsey, Josh Ackley, Chris Ritzer, Jim Wanders, Scott Ziwicki, Josh Gladis, Andy Struffert, Josh Lawson, Brandon Hanebuth. 
(Submitted Photo)

CLEARWATER

Patriot, Saturday, October 2, 2021 • Page 9

Thank you Firefighters
for your service and dedication

to our community

Not every HERO wears a cape!

BROTHERS SMOKE 
& MORE

TOBACCO • VAPE • PREMIUM CIGARS • DISPOSABLE VAPES 
• CBD  • KRATOM • GLASS ACCESSORIES

710 CLEARWATER CENTER
CLEARWATER, MN

320.558.7878

THANK YOU FIREFIGHTERS!

THANK YOU FIREFIGHTERS!
YOUR DEDICATION TO OUR COMMUNITIES

IS APPRECIATED!
Annandale 320-274-8216
Clearwater 320-558-2271

www.lakecentralbank.com

We are proud of our Fire Dept! 
Thank you for serving our community everyday!

REAL DISCOUNTS 
FOR

REAL HEROES

®

Service Members lock in low rates and discount 
to buy, build or refinance your home! 

Call (320) 558-2021 for a FREE CONSULTATION     

AMERICAN HERITAGE BANK

FIREFIGHTERS POLICE MILITARY HEALTHCARE TEACHERS

Get Back to the Top
SPINE CARE

320-259-4100       
StCloudOrthopedics.com

Ask for

3315 Roosevelt Rd.  
St. Cloud, MN 56301

1901 Connecticut Ave S. 
Sartell, MN 56377

320-259-4100       
StCloudOrthopedics.com

We know life is meant to be actively enjoyed. 
That’s why we’re so dedicated to helping you 
move with ease once again. For expert 
treatment options from people who truly 
care, ask for St. Cloud Orthopedics.

Thank you to all firefighters!

By Bill Morgan
Editor/Staff Writer
Reporter.Bill@PatriotNewsMN.com

As part of the 
2021 Fire Preven-
tion Week festivi-
ties, don’t forget to 
visit your local fire 
department next 
weekend for their 
annual open house 
celebrations! Fire 
Prevention Week 
runs October 3 - 9.

Becker
Becker FD’s Open 

House event is scheduled 
for Sat., Oct. 9 from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. at the fire house on Bank 

Street. As usual, the firefight-
ers will have dozens of handy 
handouts with fire prevention 

tips as well as fire truck rides, 
a blow-up castle, high 
ropes demonstration and 
free coffe and donuts.

Another routine 
feature for the BFD is a 
visit by the North Me-
morial Air Ambulance 
that will land and allow 
visitors to get a close up 

look. Bring your family 
and friends!

Big Lake
The Big Lake FD’s Open 

House is October 10 from 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m. at the fire station 
on Co. Rd. 43. Visitors will be 

treated to free pizza, popcorn, 
pop and bottled water (while 
supplies last).

Also, with Halloween 
lurking around the corner, free 
pumpkins will be given away 
for all kids who fill out their 
Demonstration Passport!

Throughout the event, visi-
tors can enjoy a kids’ waterball 
activity, a live auto extrica-
tion demonstration, an Army 
and National Guard rock wall, 
DNR ATV Safety demonstra-
tions, CentraCare Ambulance 
Tours, a demonstration by the 
Sherburne County Water Patrol 
Water Rescue Unit, face paim-
ting, a bouncy house and much 
more!

There will also be officials 
from the BLPD and BL Fire 
Auxiliary and flybys and touch-
downs of the North Memorial, 
Life Link and State Patrol he-
licopters.

Come on out and enjoy the 
day. learn about your local de-
partments and discover how to 
stay safe during fire prevention 
week,

Update
The Clear Lake and Clear-

water Fire Department’s Open 
Houses have been canceled for 
2021.

2 Area fire stations set to hold Open Houses

DON’T FORGET TO 
CHECK BATTERIES 

IN ALL SMOKE 
DETECTORS!

the alarm originates.
Importance of 
fire prevention
In a fire, mere seconds can 

mean the difference between a 
safe escape and a tragedy. Fire 
safety education isn’t just for 
school children. Teenagers, 
adults, and the elderly are also at 
risk in fires, making it important 
for every member of the com-
munity to take some time every 
October during Fire Prevention 
Week to make sure they under-

stand how to stay safe in case of 
a fire.

On the NFPA  site (www.
nfpa.org), you can  find loads of 
educational resources to make 
sure that every person knows 
what to do in case of a fire. They 
have everything from apps to 
videos to printables and much 
more, to make sure you have 
the resources you need to keep 
your family, your community, 
and your city safe.

About Fire 
Prevention Week
Since 1922, the NFPA 

has sponsored the public ob-
servance of Fire Prevention 
Week. In 1925, President Cal-
vin Coolidge proclaimed Fire 
Prevention Week a national 
observance, making it the lon-
gest-running public health ob-
servance in our country. During 
Fire Prevention Week, children, 
adults, and teachers learn how 
to stay safe in case of a fire. 

Firefighters provide lifesaving 
public education in an effort to 
drastically decrease casualties 
caused by fires.

Fire Prevention Week is 
observed each year during the 
week of October 9th in com-
memoration of the Great Chi-
cago Fire, which began on 
October 8, 1871, and caused 
devastating damage. This hor-
rific conflagration killed more 
than 250 people, left 100,000 
homeless, destroyed more than 

17,400 structures, and burned 
more than 2,000 acres of land.

SOUNDS from page 7

Lake Shopping Center - Big Lake • 763-263-3673
OOppeenn  99aamm  --  1100ppmm::  MMoonn  --  SSaatt,,  1111aamm  --  44ppmm::  SSuunn

Mon - Seniors get 10% off; Tues - Wines are 10% off; Wed - Cordials are 10% off.

SU N DAY HOU RS:
11am to 4pm

Thank you firefighters for 
serving our communities!

Thank you for 
your service to 

our communities!

Matt Weber
763-482-6210

master plumber
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NOW
HIRING

Apply at: 24614 US Hwy 71, Belgrade, MN 56312  
Email your resume to hiring@bayerbuilt.com

Bayer Built  
Woodworks, Inc., providing  
quality product and unparalleled service to 900  
dealers throughout the Midwest, is looking to fill the 
following positions:

• Route Drivers

Competitive pay and benefits, a  
positive and clean work environment, 
and opportunities to advance your  
career with a local company that 
continues to grow. 

$10,000  

Sign On Bonus

• OTR Drivers

BayerBuilt 09.18.21.indd   1BayerBuilt 09.18.21.indd   1 9/14/21   2:55 PM9/14/21   2:55 PM

THE WELLSTEAD OF ROGERS & 
DIAMONDCREST SENIOR LIVING

20600 S. DIAMOND LAKE RD, ROGERS

Stop by or visit WELLSTEADOFROGERS.COM

• LPN 
• PT Servers
• FT Resident AssT
• FT Laundry   
   Worker
• Cook
• HR Manager
• Activities  Asst
• FT Housekeeper

Now hiring for the 
following positions

BENEFITS AVAIL: Health, Dental, Vision,
Life, 401K, PTO, Tuition Reimbursement

All employees are required to be vaccinated against COVID-19

Clear Lake Township 

NOW HIRING 
Township Clerk 

 

Download Job Applica/on & 
Job Descrip/on at: 

www.clearlaketownship.org 

Get your ad in the Patriot today! 
 Call Carol or Mary at 763.275.0275

STOP IN FOR AN APPLICATION TODAY!

FT Diesel Mechanic

320-558-6565 
925 Shorty Street

Clearwater, MN 55320

Looking for a responsible and motivated
individual! FT w/rotating Saturday shift. 

We offer competitive pay, commission and
full benefit package for FT employees.

EOE

Options Inc. is hiring!
Supporting adults with disabilities!

We are looking to fill the following position:

Job Coach
Daytime hours M-F
Competetive Salary, Vacation.
Exceptional Benefits Including

FREE Employee Dental and Life Insurance
Apply today at: www.options-inc.org/career

Options, Inc. (EOE)

Apply in person, 1 mile east of Becker, 
137th left, 1/8 mile on left. 612-747-0163    

NOW HIRING!
KASOWSKI GROUP

SEASONAL HELP WITH HARVEST
• FARM LABOR • TRUCK DRIVERS

• FT EQUIPMENT OPERATOR • FT FARM MECHANIC

Now Hiring in Elk River, MN:
• Cabinetmaker/Installer

• Shop Helper
No Experience Needed

www.boonescabinets.com
763-267-7700

v 

 

Cargill is one of the largest, most diverse and most successful food companies in the world, 
and our purpose is to nourish the world in a safe, responsible and sustainable way. We 
prioritize our employees’ health and well-being, who are essential to the food supply chain. 
Our broad scale and scope allow you to take your career anywhere you’d like; providing you 
with new opportunities for you to grow, develop and make an impact on the future of our 
business. Choose Cargill and take your opportunity to thrive! 
 

Cargill is NOW HIRING 
Production Employees in 
Monticello and Big Lake! 

 

 

 
Propel your  
career.  
Embrace new 
opportunities. 
Achieve great 
things.  

 

Compensation 
& Benefits: 

 

$1,500 Sign-On Bonus! 
Starting Pay:  
1st Shift – $17.00+ /hour  
2nd Shift – $18.00+ /hour 
3rd Shift – $20.05+ /hour 
 
Health Insurance (Medical, Dental & Vision)  
Paid Vacation Time & Holidays 
On-The-Job Training 
Overtime Potential 
Tuition Reimbursement 
Career Development Opportunities 
401(k) With Company Match 
Life Insurance & Short-Term Disability 
 

Cargill is an Equal Opportunity Employer, including Disability/Vet. 

Apply Online Today! 
 

 

Visit: cargill.com/Monticello-mn  or   cargill.com/Biglake-mn     
 

Scan the QR 
code with your 
smart device 
to apply!                                                            

Cargill HW 09-18-21.indd   1Cargill HW 09-18-21.indd   1 9/15/21   8:04 AM9/15/21   8:04 AM

CASHIER/DELI  ASSOCIATE

Deli Plus
BECKER

Come join our Spectacular Team!

Shell

APPLY IN 

PERSON!

Part time morning shifts. 
4am-12 noon weekdays, 5:30am-2pm Sat. & Sun. 

Includes every other weekend. 
Must be 18 years or older. We welcome retirees.

NOW HIRING for Big Lake, 
Buffalo & surrounding area sites 

To apply online visit:
www.divinehouse.org or call (320) 231-2738

328 SW 5th Street, Willmar, MN 56201

Starting pay $13 and up for awake hours FT & PT with
afternoon/evening shifts. Asleep overnights $10.08/hr. Experience working 
with people with disabilities or background in medical field and supervisory 

experience helpful but not necessary. 

We believe that all people have the right to live and work in an environment which provides them 
with pride, self-respect, friendships, and the opportunity to achieve success while realizing that 
success is defined differently for everyone. We feel that our job is to offer friendship, security, 

and guidance to those we serve.

We consider applicants for all positions without regard to race, color, religion, 
gender, national origin, gender identity, disability, age, marital status, pro-
tected Veteran status, creed, status with regard to public assistance, sexual 
orientation, or any other protected category under applicable state/federal 
law. Applicants of diverse backgrounds are encouraged to apply.

To learn more or apply, please visit www.railtoroad.com

We are hiring for a:
Assistant Plant Operator
Rail Car Material Handler

A division of Knife River

Jubilee Liquors Associate
Part-time cashier/stocker, mostly evenings, every 
other Saturday. Includes only one Sunday per 

month. Seriously, totally awesome schedule!
Perfect job for retirees. 

Come join our wonderful team!
Apply in person

13400 1st St., Becker
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Outdoor News

PT OFFICE ASSOCIATE
to Office Administrator at Faith Lutheran Church (FLC) in 

Becker. Duties: manage communications using 
social media platforms, website content, newsletter, 

other tasks as needed. Requires excellent oral & written 
communication skills, HS Diploma, basic computer skills. 

20 hrs./wk (flexible). $15/hr. 

To apply: contact Office Admin. at 763-261-5751 or  
faith@faithlutheran-becker.org

Plastic Production 
Workers in Clearwater - 
1st & 3rd shifts avail. Pay 

rates from $16.50 to $18.70

NOW HIRINGNOW HIRING
IMMEDIATE STARTS

FOR NEW EMPLOYMENT
OPPORTUNITIES!!

NOW HIRINGNOW HIRING

www.MastersonStaffing.com

We can place you at your new and 
exciting job the very next day! Don’t wait!

We have many exciting opportunities available
to fit your busy lifestyle. Stop in: 266-33rd Ave S,
Suite 1, St. Cloud or call  320-253-3850, Monday

through Friday from 7:30am to 5pm to talk
about the jobs we have available.

www.MastersonStaffing.com

We have many exciting opportunities 
available to fit your busy lifestyle. 

Apply at Masterson Staffing
266 33rd Ave. So., Suite 1

St. Cloud, MN 56301
320-253-3850

Program Director

www.divinehouse.org
Divine House, Inc.

Attn. Brian Redmond
328 5th St. SW, Willmar, MN 56201

Divine House Inc. is accepting applications 
for a full-time Program Director supervisory 
position in the Buffalo area. Applicant must 
meet the state standards for Designated Co-
ordinator qualifications. Competitive wages 

based on education and experience. This 
position will be shared with another Program 
Director that will supervise 6 of the 13 sites 
the Sherburne, Wright and Caver County.

Starting salary $17.50-$23.00 per hour.

Find us at 
www.expresspros.com/

stcloudmn

Fall into 
a new job 

with:

Call 320-251-1038
“Apply Today, 

Work Tomorrow!”
- counter sales
- Mant. Tech
- Pick & Pack - $2K bonus
- Forklift
- Package Handlers
- CNC Machinists
- event coordinator
- office clerks
- cust. service
- & More!

 Check 
out our Express 
Jobs app today!

Employment
We’re hiring Float 
Caregivers with 
enhanced wages!

Search jobs and apply online at 
jobs.thementornetwork.com

Make a difference 
for individuals 
with disabilities 
as a Float 
Caregiver. And 
right now, we’re 
offering enhanced 
wages!

Get your ad in the 
Patriot today! 

763.275.0275

By Penny Leuthard,
Contributing Writer

During their September 
meeting, Clear Lake Twp. 
discussed Midco’s broad-
band expansion plans, the 
solar garden recently pre-
sented by Xcel Energy, and 
their search for a new town-
ship clerk.

Solar Garden
The board reviewed 

their positive comment let-
ter to the Minnesota Dept. 
of Commerce concerning 
the solar garden project pre-
sented by Xcel Energy and 
National Grid Renewables. 
Xcel is applying for a site 
permit to build a large solar 
energy plant near its existing 
Sherco Power Plant. A pub-
lic information meeting was 
held at the end of August so 
residents could learn more 
and add their input.

In the letter, the town-
ship states they have sup-
ported these projects in the 
past as they have been the 
voluntary wishes of the land-
owners and see this project 
as no different, only larger, 
and the township and its res-
idents have seen economic 
and environmental value 
from the projects.

The board also ad-
dressed the concern brought 
forward by the City of 
Becker that the placement of 
the solar garden will phys-
ically restrict the growth of 
their industrial park. The 
letter explains that to their 
knowledge Becker has never 
formally discussed expan-
sion of their industrial park 
or annexation with the town-
ship until this project came 
about, and that neither they 
nor their landowners want to 
base their decision on future 
speculation when they can 
benefit immediately.

“I completely under-
stand Becker’s position with 

the amount of tax dollars 
they’ll be losing once Xcel 
shuts down,” said Chairman 
Gary Gray. “They want to 
grow and expand. From our 
point of view we’ve never 
turned down a solar farm yet 
as it’s a permitted use in the 
county and is what the land-
owners want. The project 
will be a benefit to the town-
ship and property owners.”

In attendance at the 
meeting was Sherburne 
Co. Commissioner Felix 
Schmiesing, who stated the 
county was also in favor of 
the project.

Midco
Midco Government 

Relations Manager Melissa 
Wolf approached the board 
to introduce the rural broad-
band provider and update 
them on the company’s pre-
vious and future expansion 
plans in Sherburne Co.

Specific areas in Clear 
Lake Twp. Midco will be ex-
panding into were discussed 
along with rough estimates 
on the project costs for each 
area, which ARPA funds 
will be used for. The town-
ship requested more solid 
costs, number of houses, 
and addresses that will be 
included and asked what 
percentage of ARPA funds 

will come from Clear Lake 
Twp.’s portion. 

Wolf will return with the 
requested information and to 
discuss next steps.

Clerk Needed
The board approved 

running an ad in the newspa-
per for a new clerk through 
the end of October or until 
the position has been filled. 
The position is part time, 
averaging 28 hours per 
month. Anyone interested in 
applying for the position is 
encouraged to go to clearla-
ketownship.org for a full job 
description and job applica-
tion form.

Park Update
Supervisor  Bud 

Stimmler informed the board 
he’d received $3,750 worth 
of native seeds for planting at 
Clear Lake Twp. Park. The 
township will be reimbursed 
cost from county park dedi-
cation funds.

Twp. Engineer Terrance 
Vander Eyk informed the 
board they’d received a grant 
from Great River Greening 
for the township to create a 1 
½-acre pollinator garden on 
the northwest corner of the 
park. He’s met with a repre-
sentative to discuss the ap-
proximately $9,275 project, 
which will begin this fall and 
go through next fall.

Other Business
A motion carried to in-

sure the township hall for 
$705,000.

The sheriff reported 121 
points of contact for Au-
gust, including two DWIs, 
three medicals, and 50 traf-
fic stops. Gray requested in-
creased patrol on Co. Road 8, 
stating he’s concerned about 
safety due to the increase of 
speeding and passing on the 
right. 

The next Clear Lake 
Twp. meeting will be Oct. 
19 at 7 p.m.

MIDCO REPRESENTATIVE ME-
LISSA WOLF discusses the company’s 
plans for broadband improvement 
in Clear Lake Twp. (Photo by Penny 
Leuthard.)

Broadband expansion 
discussed at CL Twp.

By Penny Leuthard,
Contributing Writer

Clearwater is launch-
ing an alert program to 
provide urgent messages 
to residents, business 
owners, and workers 
within the city. The pro-
gram will be used for ur-
gent alerts such as snow 
emergencies, water shut-
offs due to a water main 
break, project related road 
closures, or similar type 
items

Alerts can be re-
ceived digitally via text 
message and email, and 
landlines via a phone 
message. Residents who 
wish to receive these 
messages can sign up for 
the alert program by com-
pleting an online request 
form on the city’s website 
at ClearwaterCity.com or 
the city’s Facebook page. 

Public Forum
During the council’s 

August meeting, Rich 
Ragatz provided the coun-
cil with an overview of a 
proposed solar project 
being considered by the 
Sewer Authority. A por-
tion of the Sewer Author-
ity property would need 
to be subdivided and sold 
in order to construct the 
proposed facility, which 
Clearwater and Clear 
Lake would both need to 
consent to as joint owners 
of the property.

After discussion, 
council members stated 
they had no objection to 
the proposal process mov-
ing forward but would 
need more information 
before making a final de-
cision.

Elaine Paumen and 
Tori Pearson appeared 
before the council to ex-
press concerns about two 
ongoing nuisance proper-

ties in their neighborhood 
that are hurting property 
values. They requested 
the council to act on the 
property owners for city 
code violations. 

The council informed 
them the Pesola property 
on Main Street was al-
ready in active litigation 
with the city, and staff 
was directed to send a 
final notice to the owner 
and work with the city 
attorney to obtain the nec-
essary court order for the 
city to complete the nui-
sance abatement.

Regarding the Kelly 
property on Elm Street, a 
complaint form was pro-
vided after the council 
explained city policy re-
quires a written complaint 
be filed before enforce-
ment activity can begin.

Siren Request
Smythe informed the 

council that Cedar South 
residents have been re-
questing an additional 
tornado siren in their 
neighborhood. Members 
discussed the pros and 
cons of the request, reit-
erating that the sirens are 
only intended to be heard 
when residents are out-
side.

She will obtain more 
information on the two 
existing sirens located at 
city hall and Co. Road 7 
and obtain price infor-
mation on adding an ad-
ditional siren. She will 
follow up with Wright 
Co. Emergency Manage-
ment as well and report 
back to the council.

Other Business
There are numerous 

issues with the city’s cur-
rent accounting software 
following a roll-out last 
year of a new version 
that has resulted in nearly 
daily calls to technical 

support to correct er-
rors, unlock the system, 
and other issues. Staff 
is researching alternate 
options and will present 
their findings in the near 
future.

The Sewer Author-
ity is considering options 
for making a change of 
treasurer, as their current 
treasurer is requesting to 
phase out of the duties.

A motion carried 
authorizing a budget of 
$50,000 for a rink pur-
chase for Lions Park, 
demolition of the existing 
rink, and establishing a 
sand base with plans to 
add a concrete base next 
year.

Motions carried au-
thorizing the purchase 
of two Safe Pace Evo-
lution speed radar signs 
and seeking bids for the 
sale of the old Engine 12 
firetruck. 

Motions carried ap-
proving Clear Valley 
Business Connection’s 
special event permit 
and Resolution 2021-42 
Amending Fire Capital 
Budget and Authorizing 
Purchase.

The City of Clearwa-
ter and Clearwater Twp. 
will both consider adop-
tion of the revised orderly 
annexation agreement at 
their October meetings.

The Heritage Days 
committee was recog-
nized for pulling together 
the festival so quickly 
after the COVID-19 re-
strictions were lifted.

Clearwater Council 
launches alert program
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American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Appreciative of our 
local newspaper! 

We proudly support 
our communities

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Mon. - Thu., 9am-5pm; Fri. 9am-1pm

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Call us for 
your business 

insurance needs.

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Mon. - Thu., 9am-5pm; Fri. 9am-1pm

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Bundled options 
available, call today 

for your quote.

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Mon. - Thu., 9am-5pm; Fri. 9am-1pm

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Life insurance, make 
sure you have the 
right protection.

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Mon. - Thu., 9am-5pm; Fri. 9am-1pm

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Do you own a boat, 
ATV, motorcycle or 
RV? Call today for a 

free quote.

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Mon. - Thu., 9am-5pm; Fri. 9am-1pm

PROUD SPONSOR
OF THE 

NEWSPAPER,
EVENTS, ACTIVITIES

AND BUSINESSES
IN OUR LOCAL

COMMUNITIES!

763-262-5850
tjpottertrucking.com

Grateful for our 
community newspaper 

and all the events 
covered in our 

surrounding areas!

612.298.3608
Sarawaytashek 

@edinarealty.com

Good Luck Athletes!

ARE YOU SITTING ON A

GOLD MINE?GOLD MINE?
Sell now with the Neighborhood 

Real Estate Team you can TRUSTTRUST. 
Matt and Lindsay Marquette

Contact us today!

with full-service 
client care

REDUCEDREDUCED
COMMISSIONSCOMMISSIONS

Matt
612.298.9554

Realtor

Lindsay
612.298.9558

Client Care

  

Mon-Tues-Thurs 9am-7pm, Wed 7am-5pm, 
Fri 9am-5pm, 1st & 3rd Sat 9-1

25929 2nd St. E. across from NAPA
www.allpetsvethospital.com

Your local area veterinarians since 1993

Dr. Joel Ihnen
Dr. Stacy Lyberg

763-856-8387

All Pets Veterinary Hospital
and Equine Service

320-743-5838
rachel@caninecabin.com

www.caninecabin.com

BOARDING
GROOMING
TRAINING

The very best care
while you’re away

If you can provide a loving home for any of these animals, please contact the 

TRI-COUNTY HUMANE SOCIETY 
320-252-0896

www.tricountyhumanesociety.org
735 8th St. NE - P.O. Box 701 - St. Cloud, MN  56302-0701

Working with the community to find homes for needy pets

Brownie
is a 5-month-old female guinea pig is used to being handled 
by adults. Guinea pigs are sweet, social creatures who can 
be wonderful companions and a great first pet.  Do some 
research first or talk to a TCHS staff member about guinea pig 
care, including housing, food, and supply needs. 

Elenor
is a 7YO spayed brown and white tabby.   We’re are not sure 
if she’d like to be an indoor/outdoor cat.   Elenor qualifies for 
our Fabulous Feline Dollar Feline promotion and her adoption 
fee would be waived for seniors or veterans.

Oriole
Oriole is a 3YO mixed breed pup who came to us as a transfer 
from another facility. (All introductions to new people, pets, 
and places should be slow and proper.) She’s working on her 
manners and so far will «sit» for a treat!

is a beautiful 6YO spayed cat who’s looking for a low-key 
home. She has been an indoor-only kitty her whole life. She is 
vocal and isn’t afraid to say what’s on her mind.   Bella would 
qualify for our Fabulous Five Dollar Feline promotion or her fee 
would be waived for a veteran or senior.

Elaine
is a 1.5YO spayed female who has tested positive for Feline 
Immunodeficiency Virus (FIV), which affects a cat’s immune 
system.  While some cats can have health complications 
from FIV, most live long, happy, healthy lives. Elaine qual-
ifies for our Fabulous Five Dollar Feline promotion and her 
fee would be waived for a veteran or senior.

Bella

PetNet Works

Ruger
is an 8YO neutered Shepherd mix, his favorite toy is a rope 
toy and he loves to play tug! Probably shouldn’t be  a home 
without small children.  He’s lived his life as an outdoor pup 
so housetraining was questionable, but he’s been keeping his 
kennel clean in the shelter. 

By Bill Morgan
Editor/Staff Writer
Reporter.Bill@PatriotNewsMN.com

The Becker Bulldog 
girls soccer team went 
0-2-1 in the last couple 
weeks to fall to 0-7.

At Cambridge-Isanti
Senior Captain Ken-

nedy Rusin scored with 12 
minutes left in game on a 
free kick in Becker’s Sept. 
23 match against C-I to 
tie the game. It stayed that 
way after two overtimes in 
which neither team scored.

Junior goalkeeper Liz 
Mackendanz had 20 saves 
and senior captain Adeline 
Kent had 15 clears on de-
fense.

“We moved the ball 
well, and completely con-
trolled the later part of the 
game,” said Becker Head 
Coach Ben Strom. “Ken-
nedy scored a free kick 
from 35 yards out and 
nearly scored another a few 
minutes before that.” 

Strom said his team 
definitely had the better of 
C-I later in the game. 

“Liz (Mackendanz) 
had some key saves, in-
cluding a diving save on a 
breakaway,” Strom said. 
“One of the most amazing 
saves I have ever seen! The 
girls are playing so much 

better!”
At Monticello
The Lady Bulldogs 

found themselves down 0-1 
two minutes into the Sept. 
27 game against Monticello 
and lost the match 7-0. 

With 34:09 left in the 
first half, they were down 
2-0 and by 24:27, it was a 
3-0 score. The Magic would 
tally four more goals in the 
second frame, one with 
33:53 left in game, another 
at 28:58, another at 26:20, 

and the final tally at 20:27.
Mackendanz had 20 

saves.
Home vs. 
Chisago Lakes
Tuesday,  Becker 

hosted Chisago Lakes in 
a rescheduled game from 
Sept. 16.

Sarena St. Denis, a 
strong defensive force for 
the Bulldogs since her 
freshman year, tried bat-
tling through an injury 
from the previous week. 

With less than a minute off 
the clock, the senior captain 
could not continue in the 
match and is likely out for 
the season. 

Becker struggled to 
score again and lost to CL, 
5-0.

Becker was down 1-0 
with 38:27 left, 2-0 at 36:14 
and were heavily outshot.

They found themselves 
down 4-0  five minutes into 
second half, and the fifth 
goal for Chisago Lakes 
came at the 22:45 mark. 

Becker had just five 
shots on goal. Mackendanz 
made 22 saves.

“We are down six start-
ers,” said Strom. “That is 
a lot to recover from. The 
new starters and new play-
ers pulled up to varsity are 
learning to play with each 
other. There were parts of 
tonight that looked good 
— where we worked well, 
and showed improvement–
against two of the better 
teams (Monticello and 
Chisago Lakes) in our con-
ference.”

Up Next
The Bulldogs traveled 

to Princeton Thursday then 
play at Rockford Monday, 
at Willmar Tuesday and at 
home Thursday against St. 
Cloud Apollo.

Lady Bulldogs fall to 0-7

JUNIOR GOALKEEPER LIZ MACKENDANZ launches a free kick from the Becker 
zone during the Sept. 28 home match against Chisago Lakes. (Submitted Photo)

By Mark Kolbinger,
Contributing Writer

The Becker Bulldog 
swimming and diving 
team continues to impress 
in their dual meets, as last 
Thursday they handily de-
feated the Princeton Tigers 
by a score of 99-80.

The win improves 
Head Coach Tina Tamm’s 
squad to 5-1 on the season, 
while 20 girls have now 
qualified for the Section 
meet.

“We are just about half 
way through the season and 
the girls are swimming very 
well,” Tamm said. “Many 
have competed against 
these teams before and they 
know what to expect when 
we get to the meet – they 
know what they need to do 
to beat whomever they are 
competing against.”  

Becker piled up a 
bunch of first place fin-

ishes in the meet, including 
a domination of the 200 
meter events. The 200 Med-
ley Relay of Laila Cook, 
Grace Wynia, Delaney Var-
ney, and Avary Maunu eas-
ily outdistanced the Tigers 
for the win, while Varney 
won the 200 Freestyle and 
Wynia was victorious in the 
200 Individual medley.

It was another Bulldog 
win in the 200 freestyle 
relay, as Maunu, Sarah 
Woelfel, Sophie Studer and 
Tia Schaap teamed up for 
the win.

Schapp continued her 
strong sprinting with a win 
in the 50 Freestyle, while 
Cook was the winner in the 
100 backstroke.

In the diving compe-
tition, Sarah Woelfel took 
the title to help continue 
the Bulldog dominance in 
this event.

Milaca
On Saturday, the Bull-

dogs traveled to Milaca for 
an invitational tournament 
and came away with some 
impressive times.

“For many of the 
girls, this was their first 
‘big’ meet,” Tamm said. 
“With COVID last year we 
couldn’t have any multi-
team meets so they didn’t 
have this experience.”

The Bulldogs focused 
on several dropped times 
on the day, as Tamm was 
happy her athletes were 
able to get in the experience 
of what a large meet looks 
and feels like.

“It’s tough when you 
don’t know what to expect 
going into a meet, and you 
don’t quite know how to 
prepare for it,” Tamm said 
of her squad. “You can 
practice every day, but the 
set up is different, the com-
petition is different, the at-
mosphere is different.”

The Bulldogs did im-

prove times in six events on 
the day, with Nev Baune, 
Briana Dahle, Sophie 
Studer, Taya Borkoski and 
Grace Wynia decreasing 
their times at the meet.

Next up for the Bull-
dogs was a road trip to 
Holdingford on Thursday, 
and Tamm expected it to be 
another interesting event.

“Holdingford has a 
five lane pool so we can 
only enter two girls in each 
event,” said the coach. 
“This makes putting the 
line up together a bit more 
tricky as you have to get 
first place finishes in order 
to win the meet. We need to 
work on our race finishes so 
we don’t get touched out at 
the end.”

See complete details 
of the unique meet in next 
week’s Patriot.

Bulldog swimmers sizzle the Tigers

or the resources necessary 
to execute a safe reopening 
without causing tremendous 
delays at land ports of entry. 
At this point, it doesn’t ap-
pear that the Department of 
Homeland Security has as-
signed appropriate resources 
to maintain security and effi-
ciency. 

Yesterday, I joined my 
colleagues Congresswoman 
Michelle Fischbach and Con-
gressman Pete Stauber in 
sending a letter to Secretary 
of Homeland Security Ale-
jandro Mayorkas requesting 
an immediate report from 
the Department of Homeland 
Security (DHS) to Congress 
with a plan for operational-
izing new border procedures 
once reopened.

If the Biden Administra-
tion intends to continue keep-
ing our border closed, at the 
very least, they must produce 
a plan for reopening.  

Don’t Let China 
Rewrite the Rules 
Last week, I joined my 

friend and colleague, Rep-
resentative French Hill of 
Arkansas in writing an opin-
ion piece titled “Don’t Let 
China Rewrite the Rules for 
the Global Economy.” It was 
featured in House Financial 
Services Committee Ranking 
Member Patrick McHenry’s 
editorial in Morning Consult.

Highlights:
“Organizations that 

shape the world’s financial 
architecture, providing coun-
tries with lifelines during cri-
ses, setting conditions when 
they borrow, and monitoring 
the overall health of the global 
economy. China feels entitled 
to a greater say in how these 
organizations work. The U.S. 
must make it clear that they 
haven’t earned it.”

“Most egregiously, the 
Chinese Communist Party 
defied international norms of 
behavior by assaulting Hong 
Kong’s democracy, stone-
walling inquiries into the 
origins of COVID-19, and 
carrying out genocide in Xin-
jiang.”

“It’s masochistic to be-
lieve that a genocidal and 
expansionary Chinese Com-
munist Party that rejects 
global rules is qualified to 
hold greater sway over in-
ternational financial institu-
tions.”

“Keeping the pressure 
on China will be vital until 
it starts playing by the rules. 
The tarnished reputation of 
the WHO serves as a warning 
to guard against China’s re-
verse Midas touch wherever 
possible. There will be times 
when cooperation with China 
is necessary, but that cooper-
ation is only sustainable if it’s 
based on shared values. It is 
up to China to prove it takes 
them seriously.”

EMMER from page 5

By Bill Morgan
Editor/Staff Writer
Reporter.Bill@PatriotNewsMN.com

Following is an ac-
cumulation of scores and 
results from some of Big 
Lake’s fall sports teams.

Girls Soccer
The Hornet girls soc-

cer team fell to 4-5-3 with 
a loss to  Maranatha West 
Lutheran by a score of 
1-0. The girls have beaten 
Hutchinson, Rockford, Her-
itage Christian and Zim-
merman and have lost to 
Watertown-Mayer, North 
Branch, Monticello and St. 
Francis while tying Prince-
ton, Willmar and Becker.

Boys Soccer
The Big Lake boys 

soccer team improved to 
2-6-2 with a 3-3 tie against 
Chisago Lakes Monday. 
The boys have beat St. 
Paul Johnson and North 
Branch and have lost to 
Rockford/HLWW, Water-
town-Mayer, Princeton, 
Zimmerman, Monticello 

and St. Francis. Their ties 
have been with Heritage 
Christian and Chsiago 
Lakes.

Volleyball
The Hornet girls vol-

leyball team lost just their 
second match Tuesday 
when they fell 3-1 to Cam-
bridge-Isanti on the road. 
However, they sit in second 
place in the Mississippi 8 
Conference at 6-2 overall 
and 3-1 in the M8 behind 
Chisago Lakes, who is 7-4 
overall with a 3-0 confer-
ence record.

The girls have beaten 
St. Cloud Tech, Mound 
Westonka, Monticello, 
Maranatha, Becker and St. 
Francis and have lost to 
Delano and C-I.

Girls Tennis
The Hornet girls tennis 

fell 7-0 to North Branch last 
Thursday night in a Missis-
sippi 8 conference matchup 
and remained winless in 
2021. 

Hornet capsules

DOG VACCINATIONS. Last Saturday, Big Lake Twp. hosted its annual Dog Vac-
cination clinic at Lions Park. Pictured are Dr. Kim Gallenberg, Assistant manager/ 
tecniccian Carrie Johnson, and a volunteer (no name given). (Submitted photo.)



By Bill Morgan
Editor/Staff Writer
Reporter.Bill@PatriotNewsMN.com

The Becker Boys and 
girls cross country teams 
traveled to the “Big Sled-
ding Hill” for the Buffalo 
Invitational at the Buffalo 
Heights Golf course last 
Thursday.  

Boys CC
“That was the hill that I 

grew up going to for winter 
sledding,” said Boys Head 
Coach Dustin Weege. “So 
it was fun to go back there 
and it was neat to have it 
happen during Becker’s 
homecoming week.” 

The Junior High race 
started with seven Bulldogs 
and the first three runners 
to cross the finish line were 
Parker Spindler (10:46), 
Tanner Felton (10:51) and 
Evan Hubbard (10:58).  
Spindler continued his un-
defeated streak as he’s won 
each Jr High event so far 
this season with Felton and 
Hubbard right along with 
him.  

“It has been so great 
to see those guys working 
hard together in races this 
season and pushing each 
other to achieve more and 
more,”  said Weege.  

Mason Tschida (12:00) 
was next with a 12th place 
finish and helped the team 
gain first place.  Weston 
Denne (12:41) was fifth, 
guiding newcomer Carson 
Schuster(13:14), who fin-
ished his first race.  Schus-
ter joined the team and has 
been meshing well with fel-
low seventh graders Denne 
and Maverick Pink (14:34) 
along with the whole rest of 
the team.  The Jr.High team 
scored 42 points to take the 
win by two points.  

“Each member of the 
team worked to make that 
happen,” siad Weege.

The second race was 
varsity in which four racers 
finished under 17minutes.  
Tyson Ricker (17:11) was 
just outside of that with his 
fifth place finish.  

“He’s been in the top 
seven of every race this 
year and is continuing to 
progress toward his goals,” 
said Weege.   

Next came a 38 sec-
ond season best for Mason 
Becker (18:15) as he had a 
stellar race.   Jase Tobako 
(18:52) had a good top 25 
performance and Caleb 
Reckelberg (20:06) was 
41st.  

“I was really impressed 
with the way the next group 
of three worked together 
throughout the race to 
achieve some good results,” 
said Becker’s head coach.  

Alex Kinney (21:05) 
and Ryan Boecker pushed 
each other throughout the 
course and shared the lead 
of the pack at different 
times. 

“Each challenged the 
others to improve and they 
were encouraging to each 
other during the race, which 
is really what we love to see 
as we journey through this 
life.”

For the JV race, 
the Bulldogs saw more 
improvements.  Alex 
Schermer (21:35), Jacob 
Peterson(21:39), Noah 
Bloch(23:01), Denlan 
Harmoning(24:14), and 
Thomas Cota(32:01) all 
saw improvements by 
over one minute from ear-
lier times this year.  Addi-
tionally, Jonathan Drury 

(22:50) and Landon Lahr 
advanced their times with 
good performances.  Vin-
cent Martin (24:32) and 
Aiden Frommelt (28:50) 
had decent races along with 
Ben Howe (25:17) who re-
turned to the team to com-
plete his first race of the 
season.

Homecoming Run
On the day after the 

Buffalo event, the Bulldogs 
embarked on the journey to 
bring the game ball back to 
Eppard field with the an-
nual Bulldogs “Running of 
the Football”.  

The team collected 
the game ball from the Fri-
day afternoon PowderPuff 
event and transported it on 
the bus to the Southwest to-
ward Hutchinson.  The team 
then ran a relay in groups to 
carry the ball safely back 
for the Homecoming game 
with escorts ahead and be-
hind for safety.  There were 
many cheerful honks and 
encouragement heard along 
the way on Co. Rd. 8 as the 
team got close to home and 
as they ventured to the field 
to hand the game ball to the 
officials.   

The Bulldog runners 
were able to enjoy a nice 
treat when they returned to 
Becker as some refueling 
was necessary following 
the run.  The Bulldogs were 
very grateful for the food 
afterwards and say thank 
you to  all that helped with 
that and thank you to all 
that helped the Running the 
football event happen.

Girls CC
The varsity cross coun-

try girls placed second to 
an outstanding team from 
Minnetonka at the Buffalo 
Invitational meet Thursday.

The Skippers (they are 

coached by Becker Coach 
Trish Kealy’s sister, Jane 
Reimer Morgan) scored 
a perfect 15 points at the 
meet and have been nation-
ally ranked through this 
season. Becker’s girls ran 
well at this meet earning 
five season best and four 
personal best performances.  

Team scores were: 
Minnetonka 15, Becker 
66, Chaska 84, Providence 
Academy 104 STMA 107, 
Buffalo was incomplete.

The  course, with a 
long hill, provided  a chal-
lenge to the runners. Lexi 
Rose ran an aggressive 
race to be Becker’s first 
finisher in a season best 
time of 21:19.7 for ninth 
place.  Olivia Babler placed 
11th in 21:40.2.  just miss-
ing the awards stand by 
one spot. Ella McDonald 
and Brooklyn Karel fin-
ished 13 (21:56-SB) and 
14 (22:00.5), pushing one 
another well. Becker’s fifth 
(and final scoring runner) 
was Tasha Berthiaume, 
who finished 19th- pushing 
herself to a season best time 
of 22:20.9.  Katelyn Brower 
came in 23rd with a time 
of 22:36.4. There were 36 
total runners in this race.

The JV girls placed 
third out of seven teams.  
There were 126 runners in 
their race. 

Alea Briggs pushed 
herself to a PR time of 
22:33.9 to finish eighth as 
Becker’s first runner. Next 
was Natalie Trenz, who 
also ran a PR time, plac-
ing 16th in 23;14.1 which 
is a big improvement for 
her.  Raelee Lyon came 
in at 24th with a PR time 
as well.  Her time was 
23:42.1.  Regan Hausmann 
ran a season best time of 

23L53.5 for 27th place.  
Meghan Swanson made her 
5K debut on the Buffalo hill 
with a time of 24:11.1 for 
32nd.

Middle school runners 
had 61 individuals in their 
race. Becker girls placed 
second out of six teams.

Becker’s Adele Chan-
gamire won the middle 
school race which was   ap-
proximately 3000 meters 
long.  She finished 54 sec-
onds ahead of the second 
place girl from STMA.   
Grace Mork from Becker 
ran a strong race, finishing 
fourth followed by Sophia 
Malisheski, Naiaya Han-
son, Kaylyn Rickard and 
Chloe Peterson.  

Up Next
Becker’s next meet 

was Thursday at Sauk Rap-
ids-Rice and their home 
meet will be October 5.
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Area Chamber News
Membership Meeting

October 20, Noon
Charlie’s Bar & Grill
Coat Drive & Coffee

November 2, 8 a.m.-11 a.m.
Becker Chamber Office

School Board 
Candidates Forum

October 7, 6:30 p.m..
BLHS Auditorium

Business After Hours
October 21, 5 p.m.

El Loro

Clearwater Travel Plaza
Wednesday Nights, 5-8 p.m.

Pasta Bar
Membership Meeting
October 14, 11:30 a.m.
Irrigation Management, 

Clearwater

Amity Felton
763-262-2420

Chamber@BeckerChamber.org

Gloria Vande Brake
763-263-7800

Info@BigLakeChamber.com

Glenna Soenneker
320-267-4361

GSoenneker@GMail.com

If you would like more information on any of these events or if you would like 
to become a member of these organizations please reach out to them:

(800) 547-8188 | AMERIBUILTBUILDINGS.COM 
Equestrian • Agricultural • Residential • Commercial • General Contracting • Post Frame • Steel Frame 

MN LIC. BC116509

SETTING THE 
STANDARD 

FOR QUALITY
SERVING MN, WI & IA. 

FREE ESTIMATES & 
PLANNING ASSISTANCE

Keller Lake Commons in Big Lake, now an Assisted Living Community 
offering full apartments ranging from 644 to 956 square feet. Cable is 

included in rents for private pay and GRH renters. Accepting EW and CADI. 
For more information please contact Nicole Gilder, Housing Director at 

763-263-2363 or check us out online at www.kellerlakecommons.com

DENNIS BLOOM 
612-323-5313  or  batfreemn@yahoo.com

• BAT PROOFING • ATTIC RESTORATION

ON THE WEB AT: WWW.BATFREE.NET

DENNIS BLOOM 
612-323-5313  or  batfreemn@yahoo.com

• BAT PROOFING • ATTIC RESTORATION

ON THE WEB AT: WWW.BATFREE.NET

Get your ad in the Patriot today! 
 Call Carol or Mary at 763.275.0275

NOW OPEN

Quench your thirst!
Piedmont

WINE DINNER
Fine Dining 

Event
Wed., Oct. 6, 

6-9p.m.

Cross country teams compete at Buffalo

 THE BOYS AND GIRLS CROSSS COUNTRY TEAMS stopped for a photo opportunity before starting their annual homecom-
ing run to bring the game football back to Eppard Field. (Submitted Photo)

REGAN HAUSMANN ran well in the JV race at Buffalo Thursday. (Submitted 
Photo).

By Bill Morgan
Editor/Staff Writer
Reporter.Bill@PatriotNewsMN.com

The Big Lake 
cross-country boys and girls 
teams had near perfect con-
ditions as they traveled to 
Stones Throw Golf course in 
Milaca for the 50th Annual 
Milaca Mega Meet last week.  

“The entire day is quite 
a spectacle,” said Big Lake 
Coach Todd Trutna.  “From 
the double row of busses that 
stretches down the road for ¾ 
of a mile, to the team camp 
tent city that pops-up, to 18 
races that start every 15 min-
utes, to the 4,000 runners that 
are participating, it is a hard 
scene to describe to people 
that have not been there.” 

The Mega-Meet has 
grade specific races for just 
seventh, eighth, ninth, and 
10th grades boys and girls.  
For this reason, Trutna typi-
cally doesn’t run his normal 
varsity squad and instead 
lets runners compete in their 
grade races.  

“It’s a chance for the un-
derclassmen to see how they 
rank against others in their 
grade from across the state,” 
he said. “However, with our 
boy’s varsity team currently 
ranked third in the state, we 
decided to run our full line-up 
to see how we stack-up 
against some teams we may 
not see too often.”  

Hornet runners had 
some great performances and 
Trutna saw a vast majority 
of his runners have their best 
times of the year. 

“It is great for the ath-
letes to see their hard work 
starting to pay off,” he said.  

Gavin Donner and 
Alayna Boe had their best 
times by about two min-
utes.  Alton Ahamed was 
Big Lake’s top eighth grade 
boy with a 36th place finish.  
Spencer Vold finished in 26th 
place in the largest race of the 
day, the boys’ junior varsity 
race, with just under 500 run-
ners.  

Emilee Doperalski ran 
the 10th grade race and took 
home an award for her 16th 
place finish.  

The boys’ varsity team 
was led by senior Christian 
Noble’s third place finish.  He 
was quickly followed by the 
duo of Owen Layton, fourth, 
and Kade Layton eighth. 
Freshman  Jack Leuer was 
23rd.  Tanon Jacobson and 
David Guyse ran to 52nd and 
54th place finishes, and Luke 
Hugo was the teams seventh 
runner in 100th place.  

“Our boys ran a pretty 
even race,” Trutna said.  “We 

have been working the last 
couple weeks on controlling 
our pace at the start of the race 
and having the confidence to 
finish/race strong at the end.”  

Trutna noted that most 
of the other teams took the 
race out very quickly, but his 
squad kept to their game plan 
and at the mile marker they 
hit their goal pace.  

“If you would have taken 
a team score at the mile mark, 
I don’t think our team would 
have been in the top five or 
six,” said Trutna.  “But by 
the end of the 3.1 miles, our 
team had a score of 89 points 
to win the team title, beating 
Fargo North 100, Delano 
148, and Marshall 164, and 
16 other teams.”  

“It is the first time that 
a Big Lake team has taken a 
team title at the Mega Meet.  
As we approach the last third 
of the season, I feel our en-
tire team is ready to finish 
strong,” he said.

Big Lake boys XC win 
at Milaca Mega-Meet

THE HORNET BOYS CC TEAM posed with their team trophy and individual 
awards after taking first place at Milaca’s Meag-Meet last week. (Submitted 
Photo)
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WWW.STEILINS.COM

See website: www.beckerbiglakehockey.com for more info!

Sunday, Oct. 3
12:10 p.m. to 1:10 p.m. 

Princeton Ice Arena
Saturday, Oct. 9
12:10 p.m. to 1:10 p.m. 

Princeton Ice Arena
Sunday, Oct. 17

12:10 p.m. to 1:10 p.m. 
Princeton Ice Arena

ALL SESSIONS 
WILL BE LED BY 

USA HOCKEY 
CERTIFIED 
COACHES!

Becker-Big Lake Youth Hockey Association is hosting

learn to skate!
3 FREE events

Cory Nuest 
Vice President
NMLS 402524
CNuest@CorTrustMortgage.com 
(763) 271-7216

NMLS 458038
ID 405612

Contact Cory for all 
your mortgage needs!

Put your mortgage
in local hands.

Cataract surgery is one of the more frequently performed sur-
geries in the United States. The reason for this is that it is a nor-
mal consequence of aging. The natural lens in the eye is clear 
at birth, and becomes cloudier over the years. At age 75, about 
50% of people have had cataract surgery, and most people re-
quire it during their life, but it’s not possible to predict when. 
It’s nothing to fear, it is a painless outpatient operation. If you 
are having blurry vision, you should schedule an appointment 
for evaluation. We also recommend an annual eye exam to de-
tect eye conditions before they become a problem.

320-774-3789 • www.eaofcm.com
Located in the PCI Building near TCF Bank, in District Square

Having eye problems?
Looking for answers?
We can help.
We specialize in cataracts,
glaucoma, macular degeneration, 
and more. And, yes, we do routine 
eye examinations!

Optical 
now open!

By Bill Morgan
Editor/Staff Writer
Reporter.Bill@PatriotNewsMN.com

The Becker Bulldog 
football team capitalized 
on a great first half in their 
Homecoming game against 
Hutchinson Friday and held 
on to gain their fourth win of 
the year over the previously 
#1-ranked Tigers.

Becker came in ranked 
at #2 and both teams held 3-0 
records before Friday’s con-
test. The Tigers were fresh off 
a bye the previous week and 
the Bulldogs were coming off 
a nail-biter against Chisago 
Lakes (21-14) the previous 
Friday.

Becker struck first in the 
game on a 36-yard touch-
down pass in the first quarter 
from Ryan Bengtson to Nick 
Berglund. A pair of turnovers, 
including an interception and 
a fumble, hurt the Tigers and 
gave it back to Becker, which 
answered with two more 
touchdowns to take a 21-0 
lead into halftime. The sec-
ond touchdown came when 
Carter Callahan scored from 
two yards out and the third 
came when Bengtson found 

Berglund again — this time 
from 21 yards out to increase 
the lead to 21-0.

Hutchinson scored once 
in the third quarter on a short 
run by quarterback Colin 
Nagel, and again in the fourth 
quarter on a 26-yard scam-
per by Levi Teetzel. After 
both scores, however, the 
Tigers missed the two-point 
conversions, leaving them 
nine points behind Becker. 
Becker’s Zach Bengtson was 
perfect on his extra point at-
tempts, going three-for-three 
after Becker’s three scores.

The Bulldog defense 
was incredible as they forced 
four turnovers including two 
interceptions and two fum-
ble recoveries. Callahan had 
one of the interceptions and 
Landen Goebel had the other 
as well as one of the fumble 
recoveries. Caden Hartkopf 
had the other fumble recovery 
Joseph Goth led the team with 
six tackles including an assist. 
Harrison Kent had five tack-
les and four assists including 
one for a loss. Dylan Weber 
had four tackles and two as-
sists and Ethan Anderson had 
four tackles and three assists.

Ryan Bengtson finished 

eight-of-10 for 103 yards 
and two TDs. Kabir Bhakta 
gained 39 yards on seven 
carries and Callahan had 31 
yards on nine carries for one 
TD. Berglund led the receiv-
ing corps with two catches 
for 57 yards and two TDs. 

Goebel had two ctaches for 24 
yards and Alex Weiss gained 
19 yards on three catches.

Up Next
The Bulldog face off 

against crosstown rival Big 
Lake on the road Friday. The 
Hornets are 0-4.

Bulldogs knock off #1 Tigers, 21-12

NICK BERGLUND (with football) leapt in the air to celebrate the first of his 
two TDs with fellow WR Alex Weiss (#18). (Photo by Sara Waytashek)

By Bill Morgan
Editor/Staff Writer
Reporter.Bill@PatriotNewsMN.com

Senior defensive back, Ethan Anderson, was named 
Player of the Week for his outstanding game in Becker’s 
upset victory over #1 rated Hutchinson last Friday.

Defensive coordinator Hokan Bengtson said, “Ethan is 
the quarterback of our defense.  He gets everyone into the 
right place on all of our calls.”

“He is a great tackler.  He made a number of game 
saving tackles on Friday night.”

Liberty Paper Player of the Week

ETHAN ANDERSON was named 
Liberty Paper Player of the Game 
for his performance in the Sept. 24  
game against Hutchinson. (Submitted 
Photo)

By Bill Morgan
Editor/Staff Writer
Reporter.Bill@PatriotNewsMN.com

For the second consecu-
tive week, the Big Lake Hor-
net football team was held off 
the scoreboard as they fell to 
0-4 with a 28-0 loss to Delano 
last Friday night.

Last week they lost 65-0 
to Willmar and their offense 
has only scored 19 points in 
their four games.

The Tigers got touch-
downs in all four quarters 
to down the Hornets, who 
struggled on both sides of he 
ball, giving up 306 yards on 
66 plays while only accumu-
lating 109 yards — 88 by the 
ground game.

QB Tyler Anderson was 

two-for-12 through the air for 
21 yards. RB Nolan Miller 
gained 92 yards on 17 carries 
including a 65-yard jaunt that 
unfortunately did not lead to 
any points. Jonah Mallberg 
had the two catches from An-
derson for 21 yards.

Big Lake could only 
amass four first downs all 
night while Delano collected 
19. Big Lake had one fumble 
lost and racked up seven pen-
alties for 46 yards compared 
to Delano’s two penalties for 
12 yards.

Up Next
The Hornets hosted the 

4-0 Becker Bulldogs Friday 
night and a full report on 
the game will appear in next 
week’s Patriot Newspaper.

Hornets fall to 0-4

By Bill Morgan
Editor/Staff Writer
Reporter.Bill@PatriotNewsMN.com

Last Saturday, five 
groups of Bulldog football 
players completed a vari-
ety of community service 
projects, from washing 
equipment, cleaning storage 
rooms and weight room, 
picking weeds, picking up 
trash,  etc. on school and 
city properties.  

“Our culture is promot-
ing community service,” 
said Head Coach Dwight 
Lundeen. “We’ve held 
camps, participated in the 
Haiti races and read books 
to kids. I’ve always said, it 
isn’t always just about foot-
ball. It’s about community.” 

Each player had con-
tacted sponsors (family 
members, grandparents, 
aunts, uncles, etc.) to do-
nate to the project. All who 
signed up to sponsor the 
players sent encouraging 
words to the students.  

Following the work, the  
players met at the Becker 
Community Center to enjoy 
pizza and listen to messages 
from the school superin-
tendent (Jeremy Schmidt), 
Becker’s Mayor (Tracy Ber-
tram), and a Becker Officer 
(Chris Lindbom).

“Jeremy thanked them 
for their efforts Saturday 
and Mayor Bertram gave a 
talk about being involved in 
their communities. And Of-

ficer Lindbom talked to the 
kids about the decisions they 
are making as youngsters 
and the impact it has on the 
community they live in. It 
was great!”

In all, 65 kids from 

Lundeen’s program partic-
ipated in the community 
service.

“While the project was 
a fund raiser, it was also a 
great opportunity for the stu-
dents to contribute to their 

community,” said Lundeen. 
“Thank you to each one who 
supported this day.”

Lundeen’s football players 
chip in around community

A NUMBER OF BECKER FOOTBALL PLAYERS did community service last Saturday as a fundraiser for the program. The 
student/athletes washed equipment, cleaned storage rooms, picked weeds and picked up trash around the school and city 
properties. (Photos by Sara Waytashek)

Submitted Article

(Editor’s Note: The 
following article was sub-
mitted by the Minnesota 
American Legion Fastpitch 
Softball Association).

 Minnesota American 
Legion Commander Tom 
Fernlund announced today 
that the Minnesota 
American Legion 
would offer 
fastpitch soft-
ball for girls 
in 2022.

Stationed 
in West Ger-
many in the 
late 1980s, 
Fernlund played 
softball around Eu-
rope on an Air Force 
touring team. These days, 
Fernlund works for a gran-
ite company in St. Cloud.

“Fastpitch softball is 
near and dear to my heart,” 
he said. “It will be an op-
portunity to provide an ac-
tivity for young women in 
the summer, a time when 
many communities have 
baseball for the boys but 
nothing for the girls.”

At its Aug. 7 meeting 
at Royalton Post 137, the 
Department of Minnesota 
Executive Committee ap-
proved launching a fast-
pitch softball committee. 
The new director of the 
program is Mike Arvidson, 
37, a member of the Sons of 
The American Legion out 
of Parkers Prairie, where 
he is deeply in involved in 
officiating and coaching 
sports. He owns part of a 

school bus company, drives 
a school bus and is a special 
education teacher.

Arvidson, who cham-
pioned the softball effort, 
had been on the Minnesota 
American Legion Baseball 
Committee since 2016. He 
is taking one year away 

from it to focus on 
launching the 

softball pro-
gram. His 
experience 
with what 
makes the 
basebal l 
program 
s u c c e s s -

ful — it is 
the largest 

Legion Base-
ball program in the 

country — will be useful to 
launch the softball commit-
tee.

“It is my hope that Le-
gion Softball in Minnesota 
becomes as big as Legion 
Baseball,” Arvidson said.

Minnesota is following 
in the footsteps of the North 
Carolina American Legion, 
which fielded a softball 
program starting in 2018. 
It had 11 teams its first 
year and now is beyond 50. 
A handful of other states 
sought to launch American 
Legion softball programs 
in 2020, but efforts were 
stalled by the pandemic.

Registration for Min-
nesota American Legion 
Fastpitch Softball will open 
after Jan. 1.

Minnesota American 
Legion to launch 
fastpitch softball for girls
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HANSON PAVING. Residen-
tial & commercial. Driveways, 
parking lots, asphalt, paving & 
asphalt patchwork. No job too 
small. Call for a free estimate 
320-259-7874 office. 3636 
Quail Rd., Sauk Rapids. We 
accept Visa & Mastercard. 
www.hansonpaving.com
________________________

Asphalt/Blacktop

OAK PARK
CREAMERY

See us for all your feed 
needs. We specialize in 
small batches of custom 
made feed. Hubbard, 
Heims, Purina & Oak Park 
brand feeds. Crystalyx 
tubs, protein blocks. Fenc-
ing supplies. Twine & Net 
Wrap. Silage Bags. Fly 
contol products that work. 
Early order Corn & Soy-
Bean specials. Check us 
out on our Facebook page.

OAK PARK CREAMERY
16623 Ironwood Rd NE

Oak Park, MN
320-968-7864

Farm Supplies

THE CLASSIC, EDGE & E, 
Outdoor Wood, Pellet & Corn 
by Central Boiler. Take Advan-
tage of The Rebates available 
now, Including Additional Dis-
counts and State Fair Specials 
Give us a call or see us at the 
fair. Class-Act Outdoor Fur-
nace 763-972-6255                              
CLASSACTFURNACE.COM
________________________

Outdoor Furnaces

TOTAL LAWN CARE, INC.
Locally owned & operated 
since 1985. Fertilization, core 
aeration, guaranteed control 
of: weeds, crabgrass, mos-
quitoes, ants/ticks/spiders, 
grubworms and Emerald Ash 
Borer. Experience the differ-
ence! 320-685-4131. 
www.lawntlc.info.                            
________________________

Lawn Care

Automobiles
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK TO 
HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. Free 
3 Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free 
Towing, All Paperwork Taken Care Of. 
CALL 1-855-977-7030 (mcn)

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHAR-
ITY. Receive maximum value of write 
off for your taxes. Running or not! All 
conditions accepted. Free pickup. Call 
for details. 855-752-6680 (mcn)

CASH FOR CARS! We buy all cars! 
Junk, high-end, totaled – it doesn’t mat-
ter! Get free towing and same day cash! 
NEWER MODELS too! Call 1-855-548-
5240 (mcn)

Business Opportunities
For a copy of the best home based 
business on planet Earth today write 
to: Sure Profits P.O.Box 842 Breaux 
Bridge La. 70517. P.S. Must see to 
Believe. Big Money is paid out Daily.
(mcn)

Cable / Internet
Earthlink High Speed Internet. As 
Low As $49.95/month (for the first 3 
months.) Reliable High Speed Fiber 
Optic Technology. Stream Videos, 
Music and More! Call Earthlink Today 
1-855-679-7096. (mcn)

DISH Network. $64.99 for 190 Chan-
nels! Blazing Fast Internet, $19.99/mo. 
(where available.) Switch & Get a FREE 
$100 Visa Gift Card. FREE Voice Re-
mote. FREE HD DVR. FREE Streaming 
on ALL Devices. Call today! 1-855-434-
0020 (mcn)

DIRECTV for $69.99/mo for 12 
months with CHOICE Package. Watch 
your favorite live sports, news & enter-
tainment anywhere. One year of HBO 
Max FREE. Directv is #1 in Customer 
Satisfaction (JD Power & Assoc.) Call 
for more details! (some restrictions 
apply) Call 1-866-296-1409 (mcn)

DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Channels + 
$14.95 High Speed Internet. Free Instal-
lation, Smart HD DVR Included, Free 
Voice Remote. Some restrictions apply. 
Promo Expires 1/21/22. 1-844-316-
8876. (mcn)

BEST SATELLITE TV with 2 Year 
Price Guarantee! $59.99/mo with 190 
channels and 3 months free premium 
movie channels! Free next day installa-
tion! Call 855-824-1258. (MCN)

Education
COMPUTER & IT TRAINING PRO
GRAM! Train ONLINE to get the skills 
to become a Computer & Help Desk Pro-
fessional now! Grants and Scholarships 
available for certain programs for qual-
ified applicants. Call CTI for details! 
1-844-843-2771 (mcn)

TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDICAL 
BILLING! Become a Medical Office 
Professional online at CTI! Get Trained, 
Certified & ready to work in months! 
Call 1-844-405-2328. The Mission, Pro-
gram Information and Tuition is located 
at CareerTechnical.edu/consumer-infor-
mation. (M-F 8am-6pm ET) (mcn)

Health & Medical
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May 
Be Covered by Medicare! Reclaim in-
dependence and mobility with the com-
pact design and long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free information kit! Call 
844-716-2411.(mcn)

Stroke and Cardiovascular disease are 
leading causes of death, according to the 
American Heart Association. Screenings 
can provide peace of mind or early de-
tection! Contact Life Line Screening to 
schedule your screening. Special offer 
- 5 screenings for just $149. Call 1-866-
742-7290 (mcn)

50 Blue Pills for only $99.00! Plus 
S&H. Discreet, Save $500.00 Now! Call 
Today. 1-855-917-5790 (mcn)

Income Opportunites
Become a published author! Pub-
lications sold at all major secular & 
specialty Christian bookstores. CALL 
Christian Faith Publishing for your 
FREE author submission kit. 1-888-981-
5761 (mcn)

Miscellaneous
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced de-
bris-blocking gutter protection. Sched-
ule a FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 
15% off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 1-855-577-
1268. Promo Code 285. (mcn)

GENERAC Standby Generators pro-
vide backup power during utility power 
outages, so your home and family stay 
safe and comfortable. Prepare now. Free 
7-year extended warranty ($695 value!). 
Request a free quote today! Call for 
additional terms and conditions. 1-877-
228-5789 (mcn)

Never Pay For Covered Home Repairs 
Again! Complete Care Home Warranty 
COVERS ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS 
AND APPLIANCES. 30 DAY RISK 
FREE. $200.00 OFF + 2 FREE Months! 
1-844-596-1237. Hours Mon-Thu, Sun : 
9:30 am to 8:00 pm Fri : 9:30 am to 2:00 
pm (all times Eastern). (mcn)

LONG DISTANCE MOVING: Call 
today for a FREE QUOTE from Ameri-
ca’s Most Trusted Interstate Movers. Let 
us take the stress out of moving! Speak 
to a Relocation Specialist, call 877-327-
0795.(mcn)

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. 
EASY, ONE DAY updates! We spe-
cialize in safe bathing. Grab bars, no 
slip flooring & seated showers. Call for 
a free in-home consultation: 855-836-
2250. (mcn)

Wesley Financial Group, LLC Time-
share Cancellation Experts. Over 
$50,000,000 in timeshare debt and fees 
cancelled in 2019. Get free informa-
tional package and learn how to get rid 
of your timeshare! Free consultations. 
Over 450 positive reviews. Call 877-
326-1608. (mcn)

The Generac PWRcell, a solar plus 
battery storage system. SAVE money, 
reduce your reliance on the grid, prepare 
for power outages and power your home. 
Full installation services available. $0 
Down Financing Option. Request a 
FREE, no obligation, quote today. Call 
1-877-381-3059. (mcn)

NEED NEW FLOORING? Call Em-
pire Today® to schedule a FREE in-
home estimate on Carpeting & Flooring. 
Call Today! 844-785-0305 (mcn)

UPDATE YOUR HOME with Beau-
tiful New Blinds & Shades. FREE in-
home estimates make it convenient to 
shop from home. Professional installa-
tion. Top quality - Made in the USA. 
Call for free consultation: 866-970-
3073. Ask about our specials! (mcn)

FREE AUTO INSURANCE QUOTES 
for uninsured and insured drivers. Let us 
show you how much you can save! Call 
855-995-2382 (mcn)

Looking for assisted living, memory 
care, or independent living? A Place 
for Mom simplifies the process of find-
ing senior living at no cost to your fam-
ily. Call 1-877-580-3710 today! (mcn)

Need IRS Relief $10K - $125K+ Get 
Fresh Start or Forgiveness Call 1-877-
258-1647 Monday through Friday 7AM-
5PM PST(mcn)

DESKTOPS AND LAPTOP 
REPAIR. On-site or drop off. 
Computer cleanup - upgrades. 
Big Lake, 763-263-7070.
________________________

Computers

FREE
ADULT BASIC ED & GED

CLASSES
GED Test Preparation

It’s never too late to learn!

Call Community Ed for more 
information 763-261-4506

Tuesdays from 6-8:30 PM
Becker High School Library

(Enter Door #11)
No need to Pre-Register,

 just come to class!

Adult Basic Ed. Minnesota Newspaper Association Classifieds

MURPHY
CHEVROLET

New & Used Cars & Trucks
(320) 968-6239

www.murphychevrolet.com

Automotive

220 USED CARS to choose 
from. We also BUY used cars. 
Guaranteed Approval! Brandl 
Auto Connection, 559 Hwy 10, 
St. Cloud (next to the red barn 
Dairy Queen). 320-229-1900. 
Apply online at: 
www.BrandlAutoConnection.com
________________________

Used Cars

Young @ Heart

3rd Thurs. Each MonTh, 
11:30 Lunch and PrograM
rEjoicE LuThEran church 

cLEarwaTEr, Mn

Seniors

HASSAN SAND & 
GRAVEL has a large se-
lection of decorative rock, 
pulverized & screened top-
soil, all types of driveway 
aggregates, wood & rubber 
mulch, landscape supplies, 
play/volleyball/mason sand, 
fieldstone boulders, steps & 
natural quarry stone, syn-
thetic turf products. M-F 
7am-4pm & Sat. 7am-noon, 
13530 Williamdale Rd., 
Rogers. 763-428-2393.
www.HassanSand.com

Clip this ad & save $20 
off your purchase of 

$100 or more!
Exp. 10/01/21

Landscaping Supplies

Library Hours:
Current

Mon 2-7pm
Tue 10am-5pm
Wed 10am-5pm

Thur 2-7pm
Fri 2-5pm

Sat 10am-1pm

Becker
Public Library

Library Hours:
Current

Mon 1-6pm
Tue 10am-2pm

Wed 1-7pm
Thur 2-6pm

Fri 10am-5pm
Sat 10am-1pm

Big Lake
Public Library

Library Hours:
Current 

Mon 1-4pm
Tue 10am-1pm/3-6pm

Wed 3-8pm
Thur 10am-1pm

Fri 3-6pm
Sat 10-1pm

Clearwater
Public Library

 

RSVP / The Volunteer Bridge
Tech Helper with Senior Community Services
Imagine how difficult it can be for some to navigate technology.  
Help older adults in your community learn how to use a new smart-
phone, set up Zoom on their laptop, or get around a new tablet com-
puter.  Basic technology knowledge is all that is needed and can go a 
long way to help others.  This position will be hosted at the Elk River 
Library and have some flexibility in scheduling.
Communication Leader with the Elk River Activity Center
Do you enjoy being part of a group and fun conversation? This might 
be the perfect opportunity for you! Help lead a circle of conversation 
at the Elk River Activity Center.  There is some flexibility as to when 
the volunteer can host the group, and the volunteer will be able to 
direct and lead conversation.  An interview process will take place 
to be sure the volunteer is the right fit.
Performer with RSVP Reader’s Theater
Encourage the joy of reading to students in Preschool through 5th 
grade by performing from a scripted story.  Classic books come alive 
when Readers Theater members read allowed to students.  If your 
voice can carry and you have an expressive manner, this could be a 
great opportunity for you.  Practices 1-2 times a month is required. 
Performances may take place outdoors in parks, within the schools, 
and/or via recorded performances to be sent to students.  

If you are interested in volunteering in these 
or other opportunities, please contact: 

AmeriCorps Seniors RSVP
763-635-4505 

heather.brooks@ci.stcloud.mn.us 
SherburneUnitedWay.org/Volunteer

October - Sherburne County 
Health & Human Services - Classes are as follows:

Car Seat Distribution Classes
Monday 10/11/2021 1:30-3:00pm and Thursday 10/28/2021 9:30-
11am at the Sherburne County Government Center, 13880 Business 
Center Drive NW, Elk River.  If eligible, residents of Sherburne 
County can receive a car seat for a $20 suggested donation. Call to 
find out income guidelines (families who are on WIC or children on 
medical assistance are automatically eligible). Call to register or for 
more information, 763-765-4112 or 1-800-433-5239.
First Steps Central MN Personal Nurses
Benton, Sherburne, Stearns and Wright County have a team of Per-
sonal Nurses who connect with families that are pregnant or recently 
had a baby. Our Nurses offer support and information to be the best 
parent you can be, have a safe, loving home for you and your baby, 
connect to resources in your community to get things needed for 
your baby, and find ways to continue your education and develop job 
skills. The program is at no cost to you. Call 763-276-0441 or visit 
www.firststepscentralmn.org for more information.
HIV testing
Free and confidential testing is available by appointment at: Sher-
burne County Health and Human Services, 13880 Business Center 
Drive, Elk River, MN 55330. Contact our HIV tester at 763-765-
4000.
Immunization/ Covid-19 Vaccine Tuesdays
Sherburne County Public Health is offering free Covid-19 Vaccine, 
and offering free or low cost immunizations for children 18 years of 
age or younger and uninsured or underinsured adults 19 years and 
older in Minnesota who meet eligibility guidelines on Tuesdays from 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m.  Call for an appointment or more information, 763-
765-4000 or 1-800-433-5239.
Outreach in St. Cloud
The Sherburne County Wellness bus will be in St. Cloud at Cash-
Wise (East) on the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of every month from 
9:30-3pm.  HHS staff will answer questions about public assistance 
programs and assist Sherburne County residents in applying for, or 
maintaining, benefits.  Need Help with Food, Child Care, Medical 
Assistance, Housing, Utility Disconnects, Evictions?  Come see us, 
no appointment necessary!
WIC (Women, Infants & Children): is for women who are preg-
nant, breastfeeding, recently had a baby, infants and children to 
their 5th birthday.  WIC provides nutrition education, breastfeeding 
support, healthy foods and referrals to health services/community 
resources. The service is free, and you or your children may be el-
igible.  For more information, please call 763-765-4116 or 1-800-
433-5239, or check out the web-site http://www.co.sherburne.mn.us/
hhs/wic.php.  The United States Department of Agricul-ture (USDA) 
prohibits discrimination in the administration of its programs. WIC 
is an equal op-portunity provider.

   

 
 
  

 
   

Becker Area Senior Center (BASC) 
Upcoming Events

BASC at Becker Community Center (BCC) 

Mon., Oct. 4:  Open All Day
  5am - Coffee’s on
  10am - Cribbage
Tues., Oct. 5: 9am - Coffee, Cards, Conversation
  11:30am - Walk Around BCC (1 mile)
Wed., Oct. 6: Open All Day
  5am - Coffee’s on
Thurs., Oct. 7: 9am- Coffee, Cards, Conversation
Fri., Oct. 8: Open All Day
  5am - Coffee’s on 

Becker Community Center: 763-200-4271
BASC Coordinator: Carol Brunn

Activity Coordinator: Pat Throlson
Blood Pressure available whenever BASC is open  

Send activity/class opportunities to: 
basc.becker@gmail.com

 
Big Lake Senior 

Center
The Big Lake Senior Club 

meets Tues., 1-4pm, Big Lake 
City Hall, 160 Lake St. North. 

We would love to have you 
join us for card games, refresh-
ments  & conversation. 

For More Information Call: 
(763) 309-1010 and/or

(763) 263-7134

2 BR, 1 BATH HOUSE, SAN-
TIAGO. Newly remodeled. 
Available No. 1st. $1,100 per 
month. Call Matt (763) 482-
6210.
________________________

For Rent

TREE FELLERS TREE SER-
VICE. Insured arborist with 
25 years of experience. Free 
estimates - trimming, removal, 
& consultations. (763) 443-
2631. “Ask about our winter 
specials!”
________________________

Tree Service

ROSS PROPERTY SERVICE
MULTI HOUSING

SPECIALISTS
DAVID ROSS
612-390-6990

rodav316@aol.com
painting price list

unit                  walls    ceilings
1 br 1 bath      $175       $100
2 br 1 bath      $215       $130
2 br 2 bath      $245       $145
3 br 1 bath      $275       $165
3 br 2 bath      $300       $175

add’l services
Major Patching, Texturing Extra

Maintenance & Repairs Available

Property Service

1996 HARLEY DAVIDSON. 
Electra Glide Classic. Nice 
Shape. $6,500. (763) 339-
6404.
________________________

For Sale

                                     Week of October 3, 2021             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

MISCELLANEOUSHELP WANTED

AUCTIONS

WANTED TO BUY

MISCELLANEOUS

TOWN AND COUNTRY 
COOPERATIVE 

at Finley ND is seeking a quali ed Gen-
eral Manager. A multi-location energy 
cooperative with sales of $22 million. 
This  nancially sound cooperative is 
located in east central ND. A background 
in energy,  nance, communication, and 
personnel management is desired. Dead-
line is October 29th. Send resume to: 
Larry Fuller, 5213 Shoal Drive, Bismarck 
ND 58503, Email: larry.fuller@midco.net

ON SITE
REAL ESTATE AUCTION

Friday Oct 15th, 1pm. Selling No Re-
serve! 78 Acres, Eagle Lake, MN (Manka-
to) Blue Earth County. Excellent Soil 
Ratings, future development potential. 
www.JokelaAuction.com 218/538-6508
David L Veo Realty #20303087

WANTED: 
ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES 

Running or not. Titled or not. Cash 
in exchange. Sell now while prices 
are high! Call Dan at 612/720-2142

DISH NETWORK $64.99 
for 190 Channels! Blazing fast inter-
net, $19.99/mo. (where available.) 
Switch & get a FREE $100 Visa gift 
card. FREE voice remote. FREE 
HD DVR. FREE streaming on ALL 
devices. Call today! 855/562-4309

THE COVID CRISIS 
has cost us all something. Many have 
lost jobs and  nancial security. Have 
$10K In Debt? Credit Cards. Medi-
cal Bills. Car Loans. Call National 
Debt Relief! We can help! Get a FREE 
debt relief quote: Call 844/205-5439

AT&T WIRELESS 
Two great new off ers! Ask how to 
get the iPhone 11 or Next Genera-
tion Samsung Galaxy S10e on us with 
AT&T’s Buy one, Give One off er. 
While supplies last! Call 855/332-0464

LOOKING FOR 
ASSISTED LIVING

memory care, or independent living? 
A Place for Mom simpli es the pro-
cess of  nding senior living at no cost to 
your family. Call 888/715-1720  today!

DONATE YOUR CAR 
truck or boat to Heritage For The 
Blind. Free 3-day vacation, tax 
deductible, free towing, all paper-
work taken care of 844/220-9501

THE GENERAC PWRCELL 
A solar plus battery storage system. 
Save money, reduce your reliance on 
the grid, prepare for power outages 
and power your home. Full installation 
services available. $0 Down  nanc-
ing option. Request a free, no obliga-
tion quote today. Call 888/913-5895 

Advertise here statewide in 210+ newspapers 
FOR only $279 per week! Call 800-279-2979

or this NEWSPAPER
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Becker Area
Announcements

Becker American Legion Auxiliary
The auxiliary meetings are suspended 

from Oct. 2021 - Feb. 2022, we will start 
meeting again in Mar. 2022. If you have any 
questions or concerns, please contact Paula 
Hinds (President) at (763) 262-6679 or see 
John Riebel or Nellie Simpson in town.

Becker American Legion Post 193
Becker Legion meets the second Tues. 

of every month at 7pm at Becker Legion 
(old fire hall.)

Becker AA Meeting
Becker Group of Alcoholics 

Anonymous meets Thurs., 8pm at 
Mary of the Visitation, 12100 Sher-
burne Ave, Becker. For informa-
tion, call/text (320) 247-4732 or email  
beckeraagroupmn@gmail.com

Becker Boy Scout Pack 92 
Cardboard, Paper & Aluminum
Bring your aluminum cans to the trailer 

located near Becker True Value. Paper & 
cardboard recycling location is at the 
Becker Community Center, please remem-
ber to flatten the cardboard & absolutely no 
garbage on the first Sat. of every month. 
There will be a Scout there to help unload 
between 9am-12pm. Thanks for your sup-
port!

Becker Cemetery Notice
Fri., Oct. 15, ALL Grave decorations 

that you wish to keep must be removed. 
After the 15th, Cemetery Volunteers will 
remove anything that is left on.

Becker Evangelical Ministries
Every Wed., 6-7:30pm at Becker 

Middle School. GYM 45 - growing young 
men. HIS KIDZ - K-3rd grade. G.I.R.L.S. 
GROUP - 4th & 5th grade girls. 

Becker Free Church (763) 261-4125 
or register online at WWW.BECKER-
FREECHURCH.ORG (under Youth Con-
nection click “Event Registration”).

Becker Food Shelf 
Open Tues., 9-11am & Thurs. 4-6pm. 

The food shelf is  located 12060 Sherburne 
Ave. in City Hall. (763) 261-4612.

Becker Hearts & Hands Quilt Guild
Meet 2nd Mon. of month at 7pm. 

Becker Baptist Church. Contact Elizabeth 
Steckelberg (320) 259-9542.

Becker Lions Club
Meetings are held the second Mon. 

each month at 7pm at Becker City Park. 
Dale Seavert (320) 290-5342.

Becker Lions Collecting 
Items to Recycle

The Becker Lions are collecting used 
eyeglasses (no cases please) and hearing 
aids.  Collection buckets are located at 
the Becker Community Center, Insight 
Eye Care and Becker Food Pride.  We are 
no longer collecting used cell phones or 
printer cartridges.  If you have any ques-
tions please contact Lion Dale Seavert at 
(320) 290-5342 (phone or text) or by email 
at djseavert@gmail.com.

Becker Sons of the American 
Legion Squadron 193

Meets the third Tues. of each month at 
7 pm at Becker Legion (old fire hall). Look-
ing for new members. Commander John 
Fischbach (320) 249-0579.

Becker Beyond the 
Yellow Ribbon Meeting

The monthly meetings are held 6 pm 
the third Thurs. of the month at Becker City 
Hall. (320) 980-2752 or see the state web-
site at www.beyondtheyellow ribbon.org.

Dementia Support Group
The fourth Wed. of each month at 10-

11am, Room 19 at Becker Community Cen-
ter, 11500 Sherburne Ave. No cost to join. 
Tami Kolbinger at (612) 590-2449 or email 
tjkolbinger@ gmail.com.

Great River Faith in Action
If you are a senior, age 60 & above, 

family caregiver or an individal in need of 
services, Great River Faith in Action can 
provide volunteer transportation, chore 
services & grocery shopping assistance, as 
well as caregiver groups. Call (763) 263-
0274 or after hours (763) 263-4277.

 
Snake River Free Mission Church 

Upcoming Events
Hymn sings are held every other month 

on the second Sun. at 4:30pm. Check Snake 
River Church FaceBook page for updates. 5 
mi. N of Hwy 10 on CR 11, 1.5 mi. E n CR4 
& then L on 180th Ave (8940 180th Ave), 
Becker. Mary (612) 219-8648. 

Sherburne National Wildlife Refuge
The Refuge is open to vistors year-

round during the daylight hours. The Refuge 
is located at 17076 293rd Ave, Zimmerman. 
Call (763) 389-3323 or sherburne@fws.gov

Big Lake  Area
Announcements
Big Lake Ambassador

“Empowering young ladies of Big lake 
t be women of tomorrow through Commu-
nity Service. To promote leadership, profes-
sional development & personal growht with 
an opportunity to earn ab educational schol-
arship. Core Values - Honesty, Respect, 
Loyalty & commitment.” Information about 
program email: biglakeambassadors@
gmail.com or biglakejuniorambassadors@
gmail.com.

Big Lake American Legion Post #147
Meets the first Thurs. of the month @ 7 

pm. Community Room by the Big Lake Po-
lice Station, 790 Mnnesota Ave, Big Lake 
55309. Please contact Commander Paul 
Seefeld (612) 801-7731. 

Big Lake OPEN AA Meetings
Mon., 7pm at the Church of Mary of 

the Visitation Catholic Church, Big Lake. 
Big Book Study, Handicap Accessible. 
Questions? Contact: Rob, (763) 218-5328.

Big Lake Al-Anon
Meetings held Mon., 7pm at Mary 

of the Visitation Catholic Church - Big 
Lake Annex, “lawn chairs outdoors when 
weather permits.”

Newcomers encouraged - we are a very 
welcoming group! Laurie (763) 218-5330.

The Big Lake American 
Legion Auxiliary 

Meets the first Tues. Mar.-Dec.  at 
7pm. in the Senior Citizen Center at Big  

Lake City Hall. Please contact Kathy at 
(763) 263-6093 for information.

Big Lake / Becker Mops
Mother’s of preschoolers Group meets 

the second & fourth Wed. of the month 
(Sept.-May) at Becker Baptist Church, 
9-11:30am.

Big Lake Beyond the Yellow Ribbon
The Big Lake Beyond the Yellow Rib-

bon meets at 6:30pm on the third Mon., of 
each month in the Community Room adja-
cent to the Big Lake Police Dept. & the Big 
Lake Library.

Big Lake Bicycle Advisory Committee
Meets second Tues. of each month at 

11am. Meetings via Zoom due to COVID. 
Contact Recreation & Communication 
Coordinator Corrie Scott at cscott@
biglakemn.org or 612-297-6331 for meet-
ing links or questions on the Committee 
Website: https://www.biglakemn.org/443/
Big-Lake-Bicycle-Advisory-Committee.

Big Lake Community Food Shelf
The Big Lake Community Food 

Shelf hours of service are Mon. & Thurs. 
5:30-7:30pm & Wed. 9-11am. We also 
serve clients every “Freebie Friday” from 
11:30am-12:30pm., providing produce, 
dairy, & bakery goods. Our new, “Pop-up 
Pantry”, from 11:30am-12:30pm every 
Tues.To volunteer call (763) 263-2432 or 
www.blcfs.org.

 Big Lake Day of Prayer
Big Lake meets year round the first 

Wed. of the month, at 7am for a prayer 
breakfast at Big Lake High School flagpole.

The Big Lake Lions 
Looking for community minded peo-

ple to join our organization. If interested 
in getting involved with our organization, 
please contact any Lion member or send a 
note to P.O. Box 128, Big Lake, MN 55309 
or (763) 263-2218.

LC of Big Lake Lioness
If you are interested in learning more 

about the LC of Big Lake Lioness you 
can catch us on FB: www.facebook.com/
BigLakeMnLionessClub, or attend any 
meeting held the seond Mon. of the month 
at the Lions Park on CR5. social starts 
6:30pm, meeting 7pm. All are welcome to 
attend to learn more about the club. 

Big Lake Narcotics
Anonymous Meetings

Big Lake Living Clean NA meeting 
Sun., 7pm, Bridgeview Assembly of God 
Church, 20500 Co. Rd. 11, Big Lake, MN, 
(763) 482-1695.

Big Lake Women of Today
Hold a monthly general meeting at Se-

nior Activity Center located in the Big Lake 
City Office Building on the 3rd Thurs. of 
the month @ 7pm. Contact Natalie @ (612) 
518-3504 or find us at FaceBook or www.
biglakewomenoftoday.webs.com.

FREE Veterans Dinner
Big Lake American Legion Post 147 

along with Legion Auxiliary Unit 147 is 
hosting a FREE Veterans Dinner for Veter-
ans & active Military & a guest. 

Sat., Oct. 9, 11am-2pm or until gone. 
Big Lake Township Hall, 21960 Cty Rd 5 
(Lions Park). Indoor seating. Catered by the 
Pork Chop Guys.

God’s Grub Community Meal
Second Sun. of every month, 4:30-6:30 

pm. Saron Lutheran, Big Lake, 311 Lake 
Street South. Served curbside, ready to go.

Living with Parkinson’s  
Under The Age of 60

We meet the third Tuesday  
of each month from 6:30-8pm at Saron 
Lutheran Church, 311 Lake Street So., Big 
Lake, MN 55309.  

Any questions, please call Camille 
Johnson at (763) 350-7401.

Moms in Prayer
Meets weekly to pray for their chil-

dren & the school they attend. Information: 
www.momsinprayer.org or Colene Stenberg 
(763) 263-6809 or stenbergjc@outlook.com

Orrock Sand Dunes Lions Club
Our mission to improve Orrock & 

the surrounding areas! Contact us at: osd.
lions@gmail.com or facebook.com/Orrock 
Sand Dunes Lions Club.

Clear Lake / 
Clearwater Area 
Announcements

Clear Lake Legion 
Meets the second Tues. of the month at 

Palmer Twp. Hall. The Legion will meet at 
7pm. New members are always welcome. 
Bud Stimmler at (320) 761-5793.

Clear Lake Lions 
Meets the first & third Tues. of the 

month at 4180 105th Ave., Clear Lake at 
7:30pm. Please contact any Lions member 
or one of the officers listed on our websie: 
www.clearlakelionsmn.org

Clear Lake Lionesses
The Clear Lake Lionesses is a non-

profit organiztion of women who support 
the people of the local area.  We have 
monthly meetings from Mar. to Nov. For 
information call (320) 743-3534.

Clear Valley Business  Connections
Meets quarterly on the 2nd Thurs. of 

the month from 11:30am-1pm at various lo-
cations. Glenna Soenneker, President, (320) 
267-4361, clearvalleybc@gmail.com.

Clearwater AA/Al-Anon
Meets at 7pm, Sun. night at Clearwa-

ter United Methodist Church, 405 Main St. 
Clearwater. (320) 310-1399 AA or (320) 
558-6613 for Al-Anon.

Clearwater AA Meeting
Meets Mon. nights, 7pm at Rejoice 

Lutheran Church, 1155 CR 75, Clearwater. 
(612) 801-7317.

Clearwater Area 
Friends of the Library

Clearwater Area Friend of the Library 
are currently accepting donations of gently 
used books, DVDs & CDs for their used 
bookstore located in the Clearwater Li-
brary. Donations are tax deductible & can 
be dropped off at the Clearwater Library.

Textbooks, dictionaries, encyclope-
dias, outdated medical books, maazines, & 
moldy books cannot be accepted. All pro-
ceeds from the sale of used books are used 
to support the programs, services & equip-
ment of the Clearwater Library.

Clearwater American Legion 
Post 323 & Auxiliary

Clearwater Legion meetings are  
held the second Thurs. of the month. 
Auxiliary 6:30pm, S.A.L. at 7pm, Legion 
7:30pm. Clearwater Legion, Clearwater.

Clearwater/Clear Lake Food Shelf
Open Mon. 5:30-7pm, Tues. 9-11am 

& 6-8pm, Wed. 3-5pm & in the brown 
Lions Community Building beneath the 
water tower in Clearwater.  We service res-
idents of Clearwater & Clear Lake.

Clearwater Narcotics Anonymous 
 Meets at 7pm, Wed. night at Clearwa-

ter United Methodist Church, 405 Main St. 
Clearwater. (612) 607-4484.

Clearwater Masonic Lodge No. 28
 Meets first & third Sat. (Sept-June) 

at 7:30pm. 205 Oak St, Clearwater. www.
clearwater28.com.

Free Grace Recovery
Sun. 6-8pm at Clear Lake Town Hall, 

7684 1st Ave. W. Clear Lake. A light meal 
will be served at 6pm. Everyone is wel-
come. Justin or Renee at (612) 384-9069.

Lions Club of Clearwater
 Meets second Tues. of the month at 

8pm. Clearwater Lions Pavilion. www.
clearwaterlionsmn.com

Love 2 Hope
Free human trafficking aware-

ness workshop. Wed., Oct. 20, 2021, 
6-7:30pm. Tri-County Alliance Church. 
8464 160th St. NW, Clearwater, MN 
55320. (320) 558-2750, email: tca-
church@frontier.net or www.tcachurch.
com

Silver Bullet Saddle Club
 PO Box 399, Clearwater, MN. Pres-

ident Jeremy Scott, (763) 691-4880. www.
silverbulletsaddleclub.com

Sunset Ridge Ranch
A full service training facility estab-

lished in 1994, operated year round.  From 
untrained to a finished discipline, honesty, 
hard work & commitment are the founda-
tion for the horses entrusted to us. Infor-
mation on lessons, training or boarding call 
(320) 558-2980.

Young @ Heart
Starting in July the Community 

Young@Heart will meet on the third Thurs. 
of every month at Rejoice Lutheran Church, 
1155 Co. Rd. 75, Clearwater, MN. Join us: 
10:30 to meet & greet old & new friends, 
11:30 lunch (suggested donation), 12pm 
program.

We are looking for volunteers to share 
music or a program. Contact Linda (320) 
295-1117 or email: agre5628@aol.com. 

 Miscellaneous 
Organization

Announcements
Every Child Deserves a Family!

WE NEED YOU!
Sherburne County is recruiting Foster 

Homes! Family Foster Care offers a tem-
porary home until children can be safetly 
reunited with their families or achieve per-
manency through kinship care or adoption. 
Foster Care is the 24-hour care of a child 
in a home that meets the child’s basic need 
for food, shelter, clothing, medical & dental 
care, privacy, safety, & adult supervision.

Children enter Foster Care whose fam-
ilies are experiencing difficulties, have spe-
cial medical, emotional, or developmental 
needs or who struggle with their own issues 
such as mental health, behavior, or truancy. 
Foster Care is the least restrictive out-of-
home placement option & most likely a 
family setting.

Please contact: Chelsea Doherty (763) 
765-4033 or chelsea.doherty@co.sher-
burne.mn.us. 

FREE - Advocates for  Independence
 First & third Wed. of the month 2-4pm 

at Independent Lifestyles, 215 North Ben-
ton Drive, Sauk Rapids. Make a difference 
in your community for people w/disabil-
ities. Michele Pelka (320) 281-2042.  All 
abilities are welcome to attend.

FREE - The Saint Cloud Area 
Parkinson’s Disease 

(PD) Support Group invites you to 
“Coffee & Conversation” the last Wed. 
monthly at 10am at Edgewood Living 677 
Brianna Drive, Sartell. Meetings are open to 
those diagnosed w/PD, their families, care-
givers, & the general public. Group provides 
support, education, & awareness about the  
disease. Bobbi (320) 281-3343.  

Mental Health Discussion Group
Meets Mon., 6-7pm at Independent 

Lifestyles, 215 N. Benton Dr., Sauk Rapids. 
This is a free group, everyone is welcome. 
Ricky (320) 281-2025.

Parkinson’s Disease Support Group
Meets third Mon. of the month, from 

1-2:30pm at ILICIL Independent Lifestyles, 
215 N. Benton Dr., Sauk Rapids. This free 
group provides support, education, & 
awareness about the disease. Independent 
Lifestyles at (320) 529-9000.

Rivers of Hope
Advocates for ending family violence, 

is a non-profit community based agency 
offering advocacy, support, education & 
referral services for victims of family vio-
lence. Working in partnerships w/schools, 
law enforcement, social service agencies 
& the court system in Sherburne & Wright 
Co. (763) 295-3433 or 1-800-439-2642 or 
info@riversofhope.org. Free & confiden-
tial. Phones answered 24/7.

Volunteer as a Foster Grandparent 
Local schools & organizations need 

caring adults like you! Orientation, training 
& ongoing support are provided. Pat Braun 
(612) 390-0617.

Wright County Community Action
You have been affected 

& are having or are anticipat-
ing having difficulity paying your  
mortgage, WCCA is here to help you 
navigate your options & keep your home. 
To speak with a homeownership advisor, 
call Wright County Community Action 
at (320) 963-6500 ext. 238 today. Ser-
vices are unbiased, confidential & free of 
charge. 

Announcements

This Week’s Calendar Events:
Sun. - Oct. 3, 2021:
 » National Newspaper Week (10/3-10/9)
 » National Fire Prevention Week (10/3-10/9)

Mon. - Oct. 4, 2021:
 » BHS: Picture Retake Day
 » Child Health Day
 » Accounts Payable Recognition Week  

(10/4-10/8)
 » National Work From Home Week (10/4-10/8)

Tues. - Oct. 5, 2021:
 » UN: World Teachers’ Day
 » UN: World Habitat Day

Wed. - Oct. 6, 2021:
 » National German American Day
 » National Diversity Day
 » Moon Phase: New Moon

Thurs. - Oct. 7, 2021:
 » BHS: Student Half Day-Distance Learning
 » “Cats” Premiere: Anniversary, 1982
 » National Depression Screening Day

Fri. - Oct. 8, 2021:
 » BMS: Early Out-Distance Learning Day
 » BIS: Early Out
 » World Egg Day
 » National Salmon Day
 » National Pierogi Day

Sat. - Oct. 9, 2021:
 » International Newspaper Carrier Day
 » Canada: World Post Day
 » Leif Erikson Day

 
Becker High School=BHS

Becker Middle School=BMS
Becker Intermediate School=BIS

Early Childhood Family Education=ECFE
Big Lake School=BLS

Clearview School=CVS

Game Time

WWW.PATRIOTNEWSMN.COM

ANNOUNCE YOUR FREE EVENT!
Deadline is 

Wednesday by Noon
Email your event listing to 

legals.kathy@patriotnewsmn.com
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Obituaries

763-262-1454
Becker, MN

763-452-2500
Big Lake, MN

320-743-2204
Clear Lake, MN

FUNERAL HOME • CREMATION SERVICES

www.williamsdingmann.com

FAMILY FUNERAL HOMES

SPONSORED BY: SPONSORED BY:

8852 Cty Rd 23
Becker, MN 

Phone:
763.261.5656

Ralph du Monceaux, Owner
Free Loaners ~ Free Estimates 

~ Honest Work

763-261-5656
Ralph’s

Auto Body

763-262-4237

M-F
8AM-

4:30PM

Owner: Chad Schwintek
13050 1st Street Becker, MN 55308

• BECKER
Grace Lutheran Church (LCMS)
Pastor: David M. Johnson, 763-262-7782, 11185 27th Ave SE. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am, Sun. School 10:30am, Wed. J.U.M.P. 6pm.
Becker Baptist Church
Pastors: Nathan Bucher (Acting), Kevin Drehmel (Youth) & Amy Drehmel 
(Dir. Of Ministry), 763-261-4202, 11951 Hancock St. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship/Children 10:30am, Wed. Youth Group 6:30pm. www.beckerbaptist.
org. 
Becker Evangelical Free Church
Pastors: Patrick Drury (Senior), Chris Salvevold (Youth), 763-261-4125, 
Becker High School, Office: 11373 150th Ave SE. Services: Sun. Worship/
Teaching/Fellowship 10am.
Mary of the Visitation 
Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 12100 Sherburne Ave. Services: Sat. 
Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8:30am & 10:30am. Masses held 1st, 3rd & 5th Sun-
days of the month. (Masses held on 2nd & 4th Sundays in Big Lake).
Faith (Becker) Lutheran 
Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Yolanda Denson-Byers, 763-261-5751, 11755 Sherburne Ave. Ser-
vices: Sun. Worship 9:30 am, Sun. School 10am.
Oakwood Community 
Church Assemblies of God
Pastors: Gerry Bass & Sarah, 763-220-6004, 13140 1st St (SW Corner of 
Becker Furniture World). Services: Sun. Bible Study/Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Snake River Free Church
Pastor: Steve Johnston, 612-219-8648, 180th St SE. Services: Sun. Worship/
Sun. School 10:30am., Hymn Sing is second Sun. of every month.
Becker Christian Center & Abundant Grace Church
Pastor: Ken Hanson, 763-262-2177, 15455 59th St SE. Services: Sun. Praise 
& Worship 9:30am, Wed. Family Fellowship 7pm.
Beacon House of Prayer
Pastors: Brian & Linda Holmes, 763-263-3771, 12264 Pleasant Ave. Ser-
vices: Thurs. Worship 6:30pm.
Free Grace United
Pastor: Kevin Wilson, 763-245-0001, 14000 Clubhouse Ln. Services: Wed. 
Worship 6:30pm.

• BIG LAKE
Acts Seventh-Day Adventists Community Church
Pastor: Bill Nixon, 763-263-2287, 20455 187th Ave Nw. Services: Sat. 
Worship 9am, Sat. Sabbath School 10:15am.
Bethany Bible Church
763-263-2167, 511 Eagle Lake Road. Services: Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Bridgeview Assembly of God
Pastor: Steve Royalty, 763-263-6274, 20500 County Road 11. Services: 
Sun. Worship 10am, Wed. Service 6:30pm.
SVEA Hill Covenant Church
Pastor: Don Bellach, 763-263-6322, 16392 235th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Cornerstone Baptist Church
Pastor: Gordon Langdon, 763-263-7878, 15300 County Road 35. 
Hope Lutheran Church 
(ELCA) in Orrock
763-263-7990. www.hopeintherefuge.weebly.com.
IFLESIA AMOR VIVIENTE
Living Love Church
Pastores: Juan & Patricia Aguayo, 763-607-5403, 21 Lake St N. Services: 
Sat. 6pm.
Lord of Glory Lutheran Church
Pastor: Marty Mably, 763-263-3090, 15550 190th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
8am & 10am.
Mary of the Visitation 
Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 440 Lake St N. Services: Sat. Mass 
5pm; Sun. 8:30am & 10:30am. Masses held on 2nd & 4th Sundays of the 
month (Masses held on 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays in Becker).
Riverside Church
Online: www.myrc.church, 763-263-2410, 20314 County Road 14. Ser-

vices: Sun 8:45am, 10:30am & 12:05pm.
Saron Lutheran Church
Pastor: Kyle Sidlo, 763-263-2209, 311 Lake St. S. Services: Sun. Worship 
9:30am, indoors or livestream.

• SANTIAGO
South Santiago Lutheran 
Church ELCA
Pastor: Daryl Thul, 763-662-2048, 14675 37th St. Services: Sun. 8am in 
Sanctury Worship, 10am in Sanctuary. Audio broadcast in parking lot for 
both services.
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church E.L.S. & Princeton Evangelical School
Pastor: Timothy Zenda, 763-662-2570, 18977 17th St. Services: Sun. 
School/Bible Class 10:30am, Divine Worship 9am.
Glendorado Lutheran (ELCA)
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Shari Routh, 920-573-0193, 1100 186th Ave NE. Services: Sun 
Good Shepherd 9am, Sun. Glendorado 10:30am.
Gethsemane Church 
(ELCA) – Ronneby
Pastor: Barbara Peterson, 320-983-5002, 14478 78th St. NE. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Glendorado Evangelical 
Country Church
Pastor: Sam Alfano, 763-662-2244, 16999 Glendorado Road NE. Services: 
Sun. School 9:30am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• CLEAR LAKE
Living Waters Church
Pastor: Mark Stahl, 320-292-0250, 7830 Church St. Services: Sun. Worship 
10am, Wed. Bible Study 6:30pm.
Trinity Lutheran Church 
Missouri Synod
Pastor: Josh Reber, 320-743-2919, 8641 Main Ave. Services: Sun. Worship 
8:45am, Sun. School 9:45am.
St. Marcus Catholic Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-743-2481, 8701 Main Ave. Services: Sat. 
Confessions 4:15pm, Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. 8am.

• DUELM
St. Lawrence Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-968-7502 or 320-743-2481, 10915 Duelm 
Road NE. Services: Sun Mass – Jan-June 10am, July-Dec. 8am.

• CLEARWATER
Clearwater United 
Methodist Church
Pastor: Alison Hendley, 320-558-2581, 405 Main St. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9:30am.
Freedom Bible Church
605 Lime St. (Old Clearwater Post Office). Services: Sun. Bible Study 
9:30am & 6pm, Sun. Worship 10:45am, Wed. Bible Study 7pm.
Rejoice Lutheran Church – ELCA
Pastor: Jim Bump, 320-558-6851, 1155 County Road 75. Services: Sun. 
Worship 9:30am.
Church of St. Luke
Father: Dennis Backer, 320-558-2124, 17545 Huber Ave NW. Services: 
Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8am & 10am, Weekday Mass Tues.-Fri. 8am/
Sat. 9am.
Tri-County Alliance Church
Pastor: David Fogal, 320-558-2750, 8464 160th St NW. Services: Sun. 
School 9am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• SILVER CREEK
Immanuel Lutheran Church
Pastor: Ken Tatkenhorst, 763-878-2820, 11390 Elliot Ave NW. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am
Silver Creek Community Church
Pastor: Zach Pryor, 320-963-3957, 4282 114th St NW. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9am, Sun. Fellowship 10am, Sun. School 10:30am. Kathy J. Nelson

(612) 219-8644
Becker Office: 12390 Sherburne Ave 
realtor.kathyjnelson@gmail.com

RYAN HUBBARD
763-263-8334 

RESIDENTIAL  • COMMERCIAL - AGRICULTURAL

6715 125th Ave - Clear Lake, MN
320.743.2387 • Cell: 320.290.9843

Scott & Tonia Ulsby

KEN GEROUX CONSTRUCTION
C O R P O R A T I O N

Integrity • Excellence
Uncompromising Customer Satisfaction

Lic. #BC002757
Big Lake • 763-263-6878

Order Online!

Becker Pizza Depot
The Area’s Best Pizza -- Ask Anyone!

14281 Bank Street, Becker • 763-262-2700
www.BeckerPizzaDepot.com • Facebook: Pizza Depot

Pizza, Wings & More

Becker 763-261-4200  |  Princeton 763-389-4099
Monticello 763-271-7177

www.sherburnestatebank.com

Your Hometown Bank

Sherburne
State Bank

Member 
FDIC

290 EAGLE LAKE RD. N. BIG LAKE
763-263-3262 • WWW.CORNEROAKSDENTAL.COM

FAMILY & COSMETIC DENTISTRY

DR. REED DILL & 
DR. PETER KUEFLER

16455 122nd St Becker MN 55308

763-263-9471

763- 262-6500
quality cars, trucks & vans
www.dansofbiglake.com

24 
HOUR
Towing & recovery

19640 200th Ave., Big Lake

Big Lake

 763-263-6350
parkdental.com

This space 
can be yours!
763-275-0275

• Family Owned 
    & Operated
• Light, Medium and 
    Heavy Duty  Towing 

• Lockouts 
• Jump Starts 
• Winch Recovery

www.bobstowingandrecovery.com

• BIG LAKE 
• ELK RIVER 
• MONTICELLO

Church DirectoryChurch DirectoryChurch Directory

This space 
can be yours!
763-275-0275

320-743-2479 
• dahlensheetmetal@frontier.com

P.O. Box 646 • Becker, MN 55308
www.dahlensheetmetal.com

This space 
can be yours!
763-275-0275

ADVERTISE IN OUR CHURCH 
DIRECTORY!  CALL THE PATRIOT 

TO FIND OUT HOW 
@ 763-275-0275

Bill died 
S a t u r d a y 
S e p t e m b e r 
18, 2021, at 
the St. Cloud 
H o s p i t a l .  
Graveside ser-
vices will be 
at Fort Snel-
ling National 
Cemetery in 
Minneapolis 
at 10:45 AM 
on Tuesday, 
November 16, 
2021. 

Bill was born February 16, 
1964, in Minneapolis to Ed-
ward & Audrey (Rademacher) 
Ranczka.  He was very proud 
to have served his country 
in the United States Marine 
Corp.  He married Martina 
Reardon on August 24, 1991, 
at Peace Lutheran Church in 
Robbinsdale.  Bill worked at 
the St. Cloud VA Hospital in 
logistics for several years.  He 
enjoyed spending time golf-
ing, fishing, week ends with 
the boys, yard work and just 

being outside.  
He loved his 
d a u g h t e r s 
very much 
and abso-
lutely loved 
his grand-
children and 
would rel-
ish the time 
he had with 
them when 
they were 
home visit-

ing.  
He is survived by his wife 

Martina, children, Hilary, 
Hannah (Austin) O’Connor, 
Hailey, grandchildren, “Best 
Buddy” Ronan, “Miss” Olivia 
O’Connor, brother and sis-
ters, Michael (Melissa), Julie 
(Tom), Kim Gyuricsko and 
many nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in death 
by his parents.

In lieu of flowers or me-
morials Bill requested that 
everyone who loved and cared 
about him would do an act of 
kindness in his memory.

William “Bill” Ranczka, Age 57
Big Lake, MN

February 16, 1964 – September 18, 2021

Mass of Christian Burial 
was September 27, 2021 at 
St. Marcus Catholic Church in 
Clear Lake for Marjorie “Mar-
gie” Goenner, age 89, who 
passed away peacefully on 
Tuesday, September 21, 2021. 
Arrangements have been en-
trusted to Williams Dingmann 
Family Funeral Home, Clear 
Lake. 

Marjorie was born Sep-
tember 21, 1932, in St Cloud 
to Frank and Martha (Lardy) 
Tischner. She grew up in St. 
Cloud and Clear Lake, MN. 
Margie was united in mar-
riage to Thomas Goenner and 
they later moved to Elk River 
where they built a small hobby 

farm and raised ten children.  
Marjorie enjoyed gardening 
and was known for her hos-
pitality and prize-winning 
county fair floral displays, her 
cooking, and her artistic abil-
ity.  She always had a smile 
and welcomed everyone that 
came to her home.  Margie 
was loved by everyone that 
knew her.

Preceded in death by her 
parents; husband, Tom; sisters, 
Emma and Marie; brothers, 
Carl, Jack, Frank, Wally, Pat; 
and her infant twins, Mary and 
Andrew.

Survivors include her 
children, Thomas (Donna), 
Barbara (Douglas) Polich, 
Susan (Bruce) Fall, Don-
ald (Beverly), Jean (Jim) 
Petersen, Linda (Patrick) 
Casey, Julia Roberts, Eliz-
abeth (Paul) Gregory, Ken-
neth (Sandi), Christopher 
(Becca); sisters, Betty Watson, 
Helen Kruchten, Kathy Par-
wani; brothers, Bob and Bill 
Tischner; and many grandchil-
dren and great-grandchildren.

Obituary and Guest Book 
available online: www.wil-
liamsdingmann.com

Marjorie “Margie” T. Goenner, Age 89
Elk River, MN

September 21, 1932 – September 21, 2021

A celebration of Gene’s 
life will be held Saturday, Oc-
tober 23, 2021, at the Legion 
Club in Clearwater, MN from 
12:00 noon until 4:00 p.m.  
Lunch will be served at 12:30 
p.m.  Please no cards or me-
morials.

Gene passed away in hos-
pice after many years in and 
out of hospitals and rehab 
units.  He always kept a posi-
tive outlook and fought hard to 
get back home.  Thanks for all 
the caregivers along the way.  

Those left to honor his 
memory are his sister Irene 

Marquette, brother Rick 
Thiessen and a number of 
nieces and nephews.

Eugene “Gene” Thiessen, Age 65 
Clearwater, MN

November 24, 1955 – December 21, 2020

More than her family and 
horses, Marilyn loved and 
worshiped her Heavenly Fa-
ther. She loved sitting at her 
keyboard in the sunroom of 
their Becker townhome prac-
ticing the worship songs for 
the next gathering. She would 
walk about the house or down 
the Lane, or swing in her ham-
mock, and lift up praises to the 
King of kings. Being a key-
boardist on several worship 
teams over the years gave her 
the public expression of her 
thanks for all the Lord had 
done for her. Her passion was 
that people would know the 
Love of the Father and follow 
His Son, as she had. 

She left us and this tem-
porary life on September 11th, 
2021, to continue her eternal 
life with her friend, the Lord 
Jesus Christ. She entered this 
world to Ed and Edna Vadnais 
on November 9th, 1958. 

Awaiting at Heaven’s 
gate with her parents was also 
her older sister, Eloise Vad-
nais. Now we, her husband, 
Mark, children, Tanya (Justin) 
Harms, Ben (Brianna) Barrett, 
and Seth Barrett, along with 
eight grandchildren and two 
great grandchildren are pre-
paring a Home-Going Cele-

bration. 
We hope you will join 

Marilyn’s two sisters and 
brother, as well as their 
spouses and the rest of the 
family and friends on Sunday 
afternoon, the 10th of October. 
A time of Visitation will begin 
at 1:30PM at Hope Commu-
nity Church, 19951 Oswald 
Farm Road; Corcoran, MN. 
The Service will begin at 3PM 
with the Internment in the 
cemetery behind the Church to 
follow. A Luncheon will then 
be served in the Fellowship 
Hall of the Church. 

For you who for whatever 
reason are unable to join our 
worship time in person, the 
Service will be LiveStreamed. 
Please join us.

Marilyn I Barrett, Age 62
Becker, MN

November 9, 1958 – September 11, 2021
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Public Notices
Office of the Minnesota 

Secretary of State
Certificate of Assumed Name

Minnesota Statutes, 
Chapter 333

The filing of an assumed 
name does not provide a user with 
exclusive rights to that name. The 
filing is required for consumer 
protection in order to enable cus-
tomers to be able to identify the 
true owner of a business.
ASSUMED NAME: Massmann 
Geothermal & Mechanical
PRINCIPAL PLACE OF BUSI-
NESS: 27944 96th Street NW 
Zimmerman MN 55398 USA
NAMEHOLDER(S):
Name: 
Ellis Geothermal Inc.
Address: 
5863 Bayberry Drive White 
Bear Lake MN 55110 USA

If you submit an attachment, 
it will be incorporated into this 
document. If the attachment con-
flicts with the information specif-
ically set forth in this document, 
this document supersedes the data 
referenced in the attachment.
By typing my name, I, the un-
dersigned, certify that I am sign-
ing this document as the person 
whose signature is required, or 
as agent of the person(s) whose 
signature would be required who 
has authorized me to sign this 
document on his/her behalf, or in 
both capacities. I further certify 
that I have completed all required 
fields, and that the information in 
this document is true and correct 
and in compliance with the appli-
cable chapter of Minnesota Stat-
utes. I understand that by signing 
this document I am subject to the 
penalties of perjury as set forth in 
Section 609.48 as if I had signed 
this document under oath.
SIGNED BY: Chad A. Johnson
MAILING ADDRESS: None 
Provided
EMAIL FOR OFFICIAL NO-
TICES: pete.ellis.1@hotmail.com
Work Item: 1256857600022
Original File Number: 
1256857600022
STATE OF MINNESOTA
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 
OF STATE
FILED
09/21/2021
11:59 PM
/s/ Steve Simon
Secretary of State
(Published in the Patriot: 
09/25/21; 10/02/21).
___________________________

STATE OF MINNESOTA
TENTH DISTRICT COURT
COUNTY OF SHERBURNE

DISTRICT COURT
PROBATE DIVISION

Court File No. 71-PR-21-138
In Re the Estate of 
Danny L. Beck,
Decedent (Deceased Person).

Notice and Order for Hear-
ing on Petition for Probate of 
Will and Appointment of Per-
sonal Representative and Notice 
to Creditors

It is ordered and notice is 
given that on October 14, 2021, at 
3:00 (p.m.) a hearing will be held 
at Sherburne County Courthouse – 
Elk River, MN for the formal pro-
bate of a document that is claimed 
to be the original Will of the Dece-
dent, dated June 27, 2018, and for 
the appointment of:
Name: MATTHEW BECK
Address: 20951 145TH ST NW, 
ELK RIVER, MN 55330
as Personal Representative of the 
Estate of the Decedent in an unsu-
pervised administration

Any objections to the petition 
should be filed with the Court 
prior to or raised at the hearing. 

NOTE: You will need to pay 
a filing fee when you file the ob-
jection. If you cannot afford the 
fee, you can ask for a fee waiver 
(see http://mncourts.gov/Get-
Forms.aspx?c=19&p=69).

If proper and if no objections 
are filed or raised, the Personal 
Representative will be appointed 
with full power to administer the 
Estate including the power to 
collect all assets, to pay all legal 
debts, claims, taxes and expenses, 
to sell real and personal property, 
and to do all necessary acts for the 
Estate.

Notice is also given that (sub-
ject to Minn. Stat. § 524.3-801) all 
creditors having claims against the 
Estate are required to present the 
claims to the Personal Representa-
tive or to the Court Administrator 
within four months after the date 
of this Notice or the claims will 
be barred.
BY THE COURT:
Date: September 13, 2021
/s/ Gina DeVilbiss Hendry
Court Administrator Deputy
(Published in the Patriot: 
09/25/21; 10/02/21).  
___________________________

STATE OF MINNESOTA
DISTRICT COURT

COUNTY OF SHERBURNE
TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

PROBATE DIVISION
Court File No. 71-PR-21-135
In Re: Estate of
LAURENCE JOHN ROTHI,
aka LAURENCE J. ROTHI,
aka JOHN ROTHI,
Decedent.

NOTICE OF AND 
ORDER FOR HEARING ON 
PETITION FOR FORMAL 
PROBATE OF WILL AND AP-
POINTMENT OF PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVE AND NO-
TICE TO CREDITORS

It is Ordered and Notice is 
given that on December 09, 2021, 
at 1:30 p.m., a hearing will be 
held in this Court at Elk River, 
Minnesota, on a petition for the 
formal probate of an instrument 

purporting to be the Decedent’s 
Will dated June 27, 2016, and for 
the appointment of Vicky Louise 
Sager, whose address is 71190 – 
235th Street, Dassel, MN 55325 
as personal representative of the 
Decedent’s estate in an unsuper-
vised administration.

Any objections to the petition 
must be raised at the hearing or 
filed with the Court prior to the 
hearing. If the petition is proper 
and no objections are filed or 
raised, the personal representative 
will be appointed with the full 
power to administer the Dece-
dent’s estate, including the power 
to collect all assets; pay all legal 
debts, claims, taxes, and expenses; 
sell real and personal property; and 
do all necessary acts for the Dece-
dent’s estate.

Notice is further given that, 
subject to Minn. Stat. § 524.3-
801, all creditors having claims 
against the Decedent’s estate are 
required to present the claims to 
the personal representative or to 
the Court within four (4) months 
after the date of this notice or the 
claims will be barred.
BY THE COURT
Dated: 09/20/2021
/s/ Gina DeVilbiss Hendry
Court Administrator Deputy
FLUEGEL, ANDERSON, Mc-
LAUGHLIN & BRUTLAG, 
CHARTERED
Kelsey J. Stock, MN #402213
25 NW 2nd Street, Suite 102
Ortonville, MN 56278
Telephone: (320) 839-2549
Facsimile: (320) 839-2540
E-mail: kstock@fluegellaw.com
ATTORNEY FOR PETITIONER
(Published in the Patriot: 
09/25/21; 10/02/21).
___________________________

STATE OF MINNESOTA
DISTRICT COURT

COUNTY OF SHERBURNE
TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
Case File No. 71-PR-21-132
Case Type: Informal Probate
In Re the Estate of 
Norlyn Stanley Nelson,
Decedent (Deceased Person)

Notice of Informal Appoint-
ment of Personal Representative 
and Notice to Creditors (Without 
a Will)

TO ALL INTERESTED 
PERSONS AND CREDITORS:

Notice is hereby given that an 
application for informal appoint-
ment of personal representative 
has been filed with the Probate 
Registrar. No Will has been pre-
sented for probate. The application 
has been granted.

Notice is also given that the 
Probate Registrar has informally 
appointed the following:
Name: Clint Norton Nelson
Address: 9955 Hall Ave NE – 
Monticello MN 55362
as Personal Representative of the 
Estate of the Decedent. Any heir, 
devisee or other interested person 
may be entitled to appointment 
as Personal Representative, or 
may object to the appointment of 
the Personal Representative. Un-
less objections are filed pursuant 
to Minn. Stat. § 524.3-607, and 
the court otherwise orders, the 
Personal Representative has full 
power to administer the Estate, 
including, after 30 days from the 
date of issuance of letters, the 
power to sell, encumber, lease or 
distribute real estate.

Notice is also given that, sub-
ject to Minn. Stat.§ 524.3-801, all 
creditors having claims against the 
Estate are required to present the 
claims to the Personal Representa-
tive or to the Court Administrator 
within four (4) months after the 
date of this Notice, or the claims 
will be barred.
Dated: 09/15/2021
/s/ Patricia A. Kuka
Court Administrator
(Published in the Patriot: 
10/02/21; 10/09/21).
___________________________

STATE OF MINNESOTA
DISTRICT COURT

COUNTY OF SHERBURNE
TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
Case File No. 71-PR-21-133
Case Type: Informal Probate
In Re the Estate of 
Dennis Sarkilahti,
Decedent (Deceased Person)

Notice of Informal Probate 
of Will and Appointment of Per-
sonal Representative and Notice 
to Creditors 

TO ALL INTERESTED 
PERSONS AND CREDITORS:

Notice is hereby given that an 
application for informal probate 
of the above-named Decedent’s 
Last Will dated 6/21/2007 has 
been filed with the Probate Regis-
trar, and the application has been 
granted.

Notice is also given that the 
Probate Registrar has informally 
appointed the following:
Name: Wendy Schlueter
Address: 17907 Cleveland St NW- 
Elk River MN 55330
as Personal Representative of the 
Estate of the Decedent. Any heir, 
devisee or other interested person 
may be entitled to appointment 
as Personal Representative, or 
may object to the appointment of 
the Personal Representative. Un-
less objections are filed pursuant 
to Minn. Stat. § 524.3-607, and 
the court otherwise orders, the 
Personal Representative has full 
power to administer the Estate, 
including, after 30 days from the 
date of issuance of letters, the 
power to sell, encumber, lease or 
distribute real estate.

Any objections to the probate 
of the Will, or to the appointment 
of the personal representative, 
must be filed with this court, and 
will be heard by the court after the 
filing of an appropriate petition 
and proper
notice of hearing

Notice is also given that, sub-
ject to Minn. Stat.§ 524.3-801, all 
creditors having claims against the 

Estate are required to present the 
claims to the Personal Representa-
tive or to the Court Administrator 
within four (4) months after the 
date of this Notice, or the claims 
will be barred.
Dated: 09/15/2021
/s/ Patricia A. Kuka
Court Administrator
(Published in the Patriot: 
10/02/21; 10/09/21).
___________________________

Assumed Names

Probates

Township Public Notices

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF BIG LAKE

COUNTY OF SHERBURNE
STATE OF MINNESOTA

SUMMARY PUBLICATION OF
ORDINANCE NO. 1150

MAILBOX POST INSTALLATION
On the22nd day of September, 2021, the Big Lake Township 

Board of Supervisors, Sherburne County, Minnesota, adopted OR-
DINANCE 1150 as it related to the installation and replacement of 
mailboxes and mailbox supports, in the Town of Big Lake.
1. Any person installing or replacing a mailbox and post shall place 
such at a vertical height of 42-48 inches above street level to the 
bottom edge of the mailbox and at a horizontal length of 36 inches 
from the curb or edge of road to the vertical post. The box opening 
shall be within six-inches (6”) from the edge of the pavement.
2. A mailbox installation or support must meet Federal and State 
regulations for breakaway standards. Mailbox post must meet the 
design, as depicted in EXHIBIT A.
3. No mailbox shall be placed in a cul-de-sac. Rather mailboxes 
will be placed before or after the entrance of a cul-de-sac.
4. The installer is responsible for calling for utility locates (Gopher 
One -Call 811) prior to digging or installation of post.
5. Refrain from planting flowers or shrubs, on or around the base 
of the mailbox post. Do not place newspaper boxes under the mail-
box, rather install them along the side the of mailbox.

By Order of the Town of Big Lake.
/s/ Bruce Aubol, Chairman Town of Big Lake
ATTEST: /s/ Brenda Kimberly- Maas
Clerk, Town of Big Lake
(Published in the Patriot: 10/02/21).

Town of Becker
Sherburne County, Minnesota

Notice of Public Hearing
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON VACATION OF A 

PORTION OF THE DRAINAGE AND UTILITY EASEMENT 
ALONG THE SOUTH PORTION OF LOT 9, BLOCK 1, EA-
GLES LANDING PURSUANT TO MINNESOTA STATUTES 
§412.851 AND §462.358 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a hearing will be held 
before the Becker Town Board on October 18, 2021 at the Becker 
Town Hall located at 12165 Hancock. Street, Becker MN at 7:00 pm 
to consider the proposed vacation of a portion of the drainage and 
utility easement along the south portion of Lot 9, Block 1, Eagles 
Landing as petitioned by the property owner.

All parties interested in this issue are invited to attend and com-
ment.  If you are unable to attend, please provide written comment 
to the Town Clerk at PO Box 248, Becker MN 55308 or clerk@
beckertownship.org.  All written comments are due by 4:00 pm on 
October 18th.
Thank you.
Lucinda Messman, Becker Township Clerk
(Published in the Patriot: 10/02/21; 10/09/21).  

CITY COUNCIL
CITY OF CLEARWATER
ORDINANCE NO. 2021-11

AMENDING PART II, CHAPTER 117- ZONING
OF THE CLEARWATER CITY CODE

THE CITY OF CLEARWATER HEREBY ORDAINS AS  
FOLLOWS:
City Code Part 11, Chapter 117, Article I – General is hereby 
amended as follows:

Section 117-1– Definitions is added as follows:
Food shelves (or food pantries as they are sometimes known) 
serve a community’s hunger-relief needs directly, with volun-
teers and staff distributing food to clients on-site. This distri-
bution is handled differently depending on the food shelf.

City Code Part 11, Chapter 117, Article IV – District Regula-
tions is hereby amended as follows:

Division 11 - C-1 Highway Commercial District, Section 
117-691 – Permitted uses is added as follows:
(28) Food Shelf
Division 12 - C-2 Community Commercial District, Sec-
tion 117-722 – Permitted uses is added as follows:
(29) Food Shelf
Division 15 – I-1 Light Industrial District, Section 117-826 
– Permitted uses is added as follows:
(15) Food Shelf
Division 17 – P/I Public/Institutional District, Section 117-
889 – Permitted uses is added as follows:
(11) Food Shelf

Effective Date. This ordinance shall be in full force and effect 
upon its passage and summary publication, which is hereby autho-
rized by the City Council.
ADOPTED THIS 13th DAY OF SEPTEMBER 2021
APPROVED BY:
/s/ Andrea Lawrence Wheeler, Mayor
ATTEST:      
/s/ Annita M. Smythe, City Administrator 
(Published in the Patriot: 10/02/21).  

City Public Notices

Becker Joint Planning Board
ORDINANCE 2021-05

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE BECKER JOINT 
PLANNING BOARD ZONING ORDINANCE 

The Becker Joint Planning Board so ordains:
Section 1.
The Official Becker Joint Planning Board Zoning Ordinance shall 
be amended as follows:

Outlot: A parcel of land subject to future platting prior to de-
velopment; or a parcel of land which is designated for public 
or private open space, right-of-way, utilities or other similar 
purposes.
shall be added to Section 5, Subdivision 5.02 Definitions and 
Section 18, Subdivision 18.07 Definitions

Section 2.  Effective Date.
This ordinance shall become effective upon its passage and publi-
cation.
Adopted this 28th day of September, 2021.
/s/ Brad Wilkening, Chairperson
Attest:  /s/ Lucinda Messman, Town Clerk
(Published in the Patriot: 10/02/21).

Becker Joint Planning Board
ORDINANCE 2021-04

AN ORDINANCE REZONING PROPERTY LOCATED AT 
15794 COUNTY ROAD 50, BIG LAKE FROM AGRICUL-

TURE (AG) TO COMMERCIAL (COM) 
The Becker Joint Planning Board so ordains:
Section 1.
The Official Becker Joint Planning Board Zoning Map shall be 
amended as follows:

The East 5 acres of that part of the Southeast Quarter of the 
Southeast. Quarter of Section 15, Township 33, Range 28, 
Sherburne County, Minnesota, that lies southwesterly of the 
Burlington Northern Railroad right of way. Together with an 
easement for driveway purposes over and across the existing 
cartway located on that part of the East Half of the Northeast 
Quarter of Section 22, and the West Half of the Northwest 
Quarter of Section 23, all in Township 33, Range 28, lying 
northerly of a line drawn parallel with and a distance 125 feet 
southerly as measured at right angles from southerly right of 
way of the Burlington Northern, Inc.

Except:
That part of the Southeast Quarter of the Southeast Quarter of 
Section 15, Township 33 North. Range 28 West of the Fourth 
Principal Meridian, Sherburne County, Minnesota, described 
as follows:
A 25.00 foot wide strip of land, lying southwesterly of and 
being coincident with the following described line:
Commencing at the southeast corner of the Southeast Quarter 
of said Section 15; thence North 89 degrees 03 minutes 26 
seconds West along the southerly line of the southeast Quarter 
of said Section 15, for a distance of 245.37 feet to a point of 
intersection with the southwesterly right-of-way line of the 
Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railway Company, said right-
of-way line being 50.00 feet southwesterly of the centerline of 
the existing Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railway Company 
railroad track; thence North 48 degrees 08 minutes 15 seconds 
West along said right-of-way line, for a distance of 89.33 
feet to the true point of beginning of the line to be described; 
thence continue North 48 degrees 08 minutes 15 seconds West 
along said right-of-way line for a distance of 700.00 feet; said 
line there terminating.

Shall be rezoned Commercial (COM) from Agriculture (AG).
Section 2.  Effective Date.
This ordinance shall become effective upon its passage and publi-
cation.
Adopted this 28th day of September, 2021.
/s/ Brad Wilkening, Chairperson
Attest:  /s/ Lucinda Messman, Town Clerk
(Published in the Patriot: 10/02/21).
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Sherburne County Public Notices

Notice of Public Hearing
Pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 373.41, notice is hereby given that the 

Sherburne County Board of Commissioners will hold a Public Hear-
ing on October 19, 2021 at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as may be 
heard, at the Sherburne County Government Center, 13880 Business 
Center Drive NW, Elk River, MN, 55330 in the County Board Room 
for the purpose of setting the 2021 Fee Schedule, which delineates 
fees that are charged by the County for various services. The County 
Board of Commissioners shall hear all residents and interested par-
ties on the matter before consideration of adopting the same. A draft 
of the proposed changes to the fee schedule will be available in the 
County Administrator’s Office at the above address prior to the Pub-
lic Hearing.
(Published in the Patriot: 10/02/21). SAFETY

IN ALL SEASONS 
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Sherburne County Water Plan Advisory 
Committee Meeting Notice

The Sherburne County Water Plan Advisory Committee will 
meet on Monday, October 18th at 5:30 p.m. at the Sherburne County 
Government Center Maple Room, 13880 Business Center Dr NW 
Elk River, MN 55330.
(Published in the Patriot: 10/02/21).

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
The Sherburne County Board of Adjustment will meet at 6:00 

P.M. October 14, 2021 at the Sherburne County Government Cen-
ter, 13880 Business Center Drive, Elk River, Minnesota to consider 
the following applications. A hearing will not begin before the time 
set.

JOHN WALKER: Requesting a 51’ variance in lot width – 
Section 14 (Shoreland District), Subdivision 5.2 A (Dimension, De-
sign and Utilities). Required lot width is 150’. Address: 11098 57th 
St SE, Clear Lake, Mn Legal: That part of the NE ¼ of the NE ¼ 
. . . (full legal on file) Sec 34, Twp 35, Rge 29 10.5 Acres Palmer 
Township Shoreland Residential District and within the Recreational 
Development Lakeshore District of Rush Lake.

JOHN WALKER: Requesting a 12’ variance in lot width – 
Section 14.1 (Shoreland District), Subdivision 6.3 (Minimum Lot 
Dimensions). Required lot width is 150’. Address: 11098 57th St SE, 
Clear Lake, Mn Legal: That part of the NE ¼ of the NE ¼ . . . (full 
legal on file) Sec 34, Twp 35, Rge 29 10.5 Acres Palmer Township 
Shoreland Residential District and within the Recreational Develop-
ment Lakeshore District of Rush Lake.

DWAIN & SHERYL FORD: Requesting a variance to the 
Shoreland Ordinance Section 14, Subdivision 5.5B1 which states 
“Impervious surface coverage of lots must not exceed 25 percent 
of the lot (for example: driveways, structures, sidewalks, and pa-
tios) area”. Address: 13361 279th Ave NW, Zimmerman, Mn Legal: 
Lake Diann Acres Lots 14 & 15, Block 2 Sec 32, Twp 35, Rge 26 
.34 Acres Baldwin Township General Rural District and within the 
Natural Environment Lakeshore District of Lake Diann.

DANIEL WIEMANN: Requesting a 25’ variance in setback 
from the centerline of 144th St NW for a detached garage. Required 
setback from the centerline is 130’. Address: 28369 144th St NW, 
Zimmerman, Mn Legal: That part of Govt Lot 1 Des as follows . . 
. (full legal on file) Sec 36, Twp 35, Rge 27 1.22 Acres Blue Hill 
Township General Rural District and within the General Develop-
ment Lakeshore District of Little Elk Lake.

TONY RUSHER: (Property Owner: Brett Olivo) Request-
ing a 47’ variance in setback from the right of way of 191st St for 
a moved in house. Required setback from the right of way is 67’. 
Legal: Revised Plat of Eagle Lake Park Lots 14 & 15, Block 15 
Sec 6, Twp 33, Rge 27 .36 Acres Big Lake Township General Rural 
District and within the General Development Lakeshore District of 
Eagle Lake.

TONY RUSHER: (Property Owner: Brett Olivo) Requesting 
a 6’ variance in setback from the north side property line for a moved 
in house. Required setback from the side property line is 10’. Legal: 
Revised Plat of Eagle Lake Park Lots 14 & 15, Block 15 Sec 6, Twp 
33, Rge 27 .36 Acres Big Lake Township General Rural District and 
within the General Development Lakeshore District of Eagle Lake.

TONY RUSHER: (Property Owner: Brett Olivo) Request-
ing a 15’ variance in setback from the bluff for a moved in house. 
Required setback from the bluff is 30’. Legal: Revised Plat of Eagle 
Lake Park Lots 14 & 15, Block 15 Sec 6, Twp 33, Rge 27 .36 Acres 
Big Lake Township General Rural District and within the General 
Development Lakeshore District of Eagle Lake.

TONY RUSHER: (Property Owner: Brett Olivo) Requesting 
a 30’ variance in setback from the bluff for a septic system. Required 
setback from the bluff is 30’. Legal: Revised Plat of Eagle Lake Park 
Lots 14 & 15, Block 15 Sec 6, Twp 33, Rge 27 .36 Acres Big Lake 
Township General Rural District and within the General Develop-
ment Lakeshore District of Eagle Lake.

The above hearings are open to you and any interested person, 
in opposition to or support of the request. The hearing of this request 
is not limited to those receiving copies of this notice, and if you 
know of any neighbor or affected property owner who for any reason 
has not received a copy, it would be appreciated if you would inform 
them of this hearing.
(Published in the Patriot: 10/02/21).
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Interested in being a sponsor for the Cop’s Corner? 
Contact Carol at the Patriot at 763.275.0275.

Team up with your police dept. 
for a better, safer community

“ASK A TROOPER” by Sgt. Jesse Grabow of the Minnesota State Patrol
Question: I keep reading about all these fatal crashes in the news. What is going on out there?
Answer:  Here is some information we shared on our Department of Safety blog talking about the 

ongoing crisis: Traffic deaths on Minnesota’s roads.
The 100 days between Memorial Day and Labor Day this year continued a distressing trend of 

traffic deaths. Those 100 days are the most traveled of the year on Minnesota roads, and this year they 
proved particularly tragic. Preliminary numbers show that 167 people died in traffic crashes during 
this year’s 100 most-traveled days. They accounted for over half of all the 349 traffic deaths through 
September this year.

And if 349 traffic deaths by September sounds high, it is. It’s a 25 percent increase over deaths this 
time last year and a 30 percent increase over this time in 2019. People are dying on Minnesota roads 
in record numbers, and we’re doing everything we can to stop it. But we can’t do it without your help.

In keeping with the distressing trend of drivers ignoring the speed limit, 47 of the traffic deaths 
during the 100 most traveled days were speed related. You can help reverse this trend by obeying the 
speed limit and driving according to road conditions—as the weather changes, the posted speed limit 
may not necessarily be the safest speed. It doesn’t matter how late you’re running; the few minutes 
you might save aren’t worth causing a crash.

Twenty-nine of the people who died weren’t wearing seat belts. It’s a reminder of what you already 
know: Seat belts save lives. Always wear yours, and when you’re the driver, refuse to move the car 
until every passenger buckles their seat belt.

Thirty-five of the traffic deaths this summer were alcohol-related. If you’re going out and you’ll 
be drinking, plan ahead by designating a sober driver, taking public transportation or a ride-share, or 
staying at the location of the party. And if you see someone who has had too much to drink try to get 
behind the wheel, speak up and find them a safe ride home.

Seven of this summer’s traffic deaths are known to be distraction-related. If you’re driving, use a 
hands-free device for your phone or put away distractions altogether. And if you’re a passenger with 
a driver who is distracted, say something. Tell them to put the phone down, and offer to send that text 
message for them.

The 167 traffic deaths that took place during the 100 most-traveled days were tragic – and prevent-
able. We need to work together to keep Minnesota roads safer. Please drive smart and commit to safe 
driving choices every season of the year.

If you have any questions concerning traffic related laws or issues in Minnesota, send your 
questions to Trp. Jesse Grabow – Minnesota State Patrol at 1000 Highway 10 West, Detroit Lakes, 
MN 56501-2205.  (You can follow him on Twitter @MSPPIO_NW or reach him at, jesse.grabow@
state.mn.us).

Cop’s 
Corner

Call for Service Summary: Total Calls for Service 
for Week:  178; 2021 Calls for Service: 8,317; Traf-
fic Stops/Enforcement: 32; Citations: 9; Arrests: 1; 
Medical Emergency Calls: 11; Mental Health/Check 
Welfare: 10; Civil Mediation (Child Custody-Prop-
erty): 5
BLPD Arrests: Paul Karels – (Age 56 – Monticello, 
MN) – Misdemeanor Warrant  
Sun., Sept. 26, 2021: 19595 Station St. - Court Order 
Violation - Report of the violation 
of a no contact order, investiga-
tion ongoing; CR 43/Forest Rd. 
- Juvenile Complaint - Report of 
disorderly juvenile, mediated by 
officers.
Sat., Sept. 25, 2021: 300 Blk 
Karen Ln. - Disturbance - Offi-
cers dispatched mediate a verbal 
disturbance; Fern St./Martin Ave. 
- Vehicle Crash - Report of a ve-
hicle crash with no injuries, re-
port completed; 300 Blk Fern St. 
- Trespassing - Report of a suspect 
at property who was not welcome 
there, suspect gone upon arrival; 129 
Henry Rd. - Harassment - Officers investigated verbal 
harassment between parties; University Dr. SE/12th 
Ave SE - Revoked Driver - Driver stopped by offi-
cer for traffic violation, issued summons for Driving 
While Revoked.
Fri., Sept. 24, 2021: Hwy 10/CR 14 - Marijuana in 
a Vehicle - Officer stopped vehicle for a traffic viola-
tion, could smell burning marijuana, passenger issued 
summons for Marijuana Possession; 655 Norwood 
Ln. - Fraud - Officers investigating fraud complaint; 
100 Blk Euclid Ave. – Vandalism done to vehicle. In-
vestigation ongoing; 121 Euclid Ave. - Harassment 
- Officers investigated verbal harassment between 
parties; Eagle Lake Rd./Glenwood Ave. - Revoked 
Driver - Driver stopped by officer for traffic viola-
tion, issued summons for Driving While Revoked.

Thurs., Sept. 23, 2021: 100 Blk Euclid Ct. - Dis-
turbance - Officers dispatched mediate a verbal 
disturbance; 5300 Blk Edinburgh Way - Trespass-
ing - Report of a suspect at property who was not 
welcome there, suspect removed by officers; 100 Blk 
Eagle Lake Rd. N. - Revoked Driver - Driver stopped 
by officer for traffic violation, issued summons for 
Driving While Revoked.
Wed., Sept. 22, 2021: 40 Blk Lake St. S. - Tres-

passing - Report of a suspect at 
property who was not welcome 
there, suspect removed by officers; 
Hwy 10/CR 81 - Cancelled IPS 
Driver - Driver stopped for a traf-
fic violation, found to be Cancelled 
Iminical to Public Safety, charges 
pending.
Tues., Sept. 21, 2021: Hwy 
10/165th Ave. SE - Revoked Driver 
- Driver stopped by officer for traf-
fic violation, issued summons for 
Driving While Revoked; 100 Blk 
Eagle Lake Rd. N. - Theft - Report 
of property theft, investigation on-

going; 711 Rose Dr. - Fraud - Offi-
cers investigating fraud complaint; 100 Blk Addison 
Way - Fraud - Officers investigating fraud complaint; 
711 Rose Dr. - Fraud - Officers investigating fraud 
complaint; 20400 Blk Hwy 10 - Revoked Driver - 
Driver stopped by officer for traffic violation, issued 
summons for Driving While Revoked; Hwy 10/190th 
Ave. NW - Revoked Driver - Driver stopped by offi-
cer for traffic violation, issued summons for Driving 
While Revoked.
Mon., Sept. 20, 2021: 600 Blk Red Oak Dr. - Court 
Order Violation - Report of the violation of a no 
contact order, investigation ongoing; 711 Rose Dr. 
- Vehicle Crash - Report of a vehicle crash with no 
injuries, report completed; CR 43/Minnesota Ave. 
- Vehicle Crash - Report of a vehicle crash with no 
injuries, report completed.

Big Lake Police Department
Calls for Service – Jail Bookings

Sept. 20, 2021 – Sept. 26, 2021

The following individuals have been booked into 
the Sherburne County Jail for the alleged of-
fense(s): Eric Andrew Olson, 42 of No Permanent 
Address - FEL domestic assault & MSD 5th degree 
domestic assault. Decarieon Dupra Scurlock, 32 of 
Saint Paul, MN  55101 - FEL 1st degree burglary & 
false information - give fictitious name. Shane Wil-
liam Slater, 39 of Clear Lake, MN  55319 - MSD 
harassment restraining order violation. Cody Roy 
Lesinski, 22 of Randall, MN  56475 - Sherburne Co. 
warrant. Jerry Lee Popescu, 43 of Brooklyn Park, 
MN  55445 - Sherburne Co. warrant. Danielle Marie 
George, 38 of Princeton, MN  55371 - Sherburne Co. 
warrant. Tara Marie Saltou-Olson, 25 of Zimmerman, 
MN  55398 - Sherburne Co. war-
rant. Darrian James Decker-Nord-
strom, 26 of Sartell, MN  56377 
- Sherburne Co. warrant. Luis 
Horacio Franco, 35 of Becker, 
MN  55308 - Sherburne Co. war-
rant. Jacob Alan Westerhouse, 38 
of Saint Cloud, MN  56303 - Hen-
nepin Co. warrant.
Citations Issued: 1 smoking, 
chewing tobacco, or e-cigarettes 
prohibited in public or charter 
school, 2 drugs - possess/sale 
small amount of marijuana - no 
remuneration, 1 title - fail to de-
liver title, 1 traffic regulations - failure to obey traffic 
control device, 15 traffic - speeding - exceed limit, 11 
traffic - speeding - exceed limit 55 mph where appro-
priate, 1 wireless communications device - initiate, 
compose, send, retrieve, read electronic message, 4 
traffic regulation - driver must carry proof of insur-
ance when operating vehicle, 1 driver’s license - driv-
ing without a valid license for vehicle class or type, 
3 traffic-driver’s license-driving after suspension, 
4 traffic-driver’s license-driving after revocation, 1 
expiration of driver’s license - over 21, 1 Blue Hill 
Twp.: Leash law. Total: 46
Calls for Service: 1 stop arm violation, 7 theft, 3 
theft – mv – other, 1 assault, 6 drugs/narcotics, 5 dis-
turbing the peace, 2 harassment, 3 property damage, 1 
criminal sexual conduct, 3 DAR/DAS/DAC, 1 crimes 
against government, 3 trespass, 5 fraud complaint, 3 
animal lost, 2 property lost, 6 animal found, 3 prop-
erty found, 1 abandoned vehicle, 2 accident – mv 
personal injury, 9 accident – mv property damage, 1 
accident – mv property damage hit & run, 8 accident 
– vehicle v. animal, 2 animal complaint, 5 conserva-
tion, 5 dog complaint, 2 dog bite, 2 gas leak/smell, 1 

death, 31 medical, 7 mental case, 2 alarm – medical, 1 
domestic, 6 public assist, 23 agency assist, 10 alarm – 
security, 15 civil complaint, 165 officer initiated traf-
fic stop, 12 traffic complaint, 2 garbage/littering, 1 
suspicious person, 11 suspicious vehicle, 11 juvenile 
complaint, 22 security check, 40 extra patrol, 2 loud 
music complaint, 18 check the welfare, 2 burning 
complaint, 3 shooting complaint, 1 fireworks com-
plaint, 2 parking complaint, 4 jail medical, 38 paper 
service, 6 suspicious activity, 3 hazardous road con-
ditions, 1 hazardous materials, 1 aircraft complaint, 
22 miscellaneous officer, 9 background check, 1 open 
door, 4 warrant arrest, 18 transport, 2 predatory of-
fender registration, 3 911 hang up, 4 court book & 

release, 1 juvenile runaway, 2 mail 
tampering, 1 public lift assist, 3 ve-
hicle lockout, 3 vehicle off road, 3 
warrant attempt. Total: 609
Sept. 2nd: Martha Piechowski on 
185th Ave SE in Becker Twp. re-
ported the theft of items from her 
trailer. Items taken include: 3 bot-
tles of Somnacore Supplements, a 
diamond cross necklace with chain 
in white gold, medication, & black 
opera style binoculars. Value of the 
items taken is estimated to be $276.
Sept. 6th: Michael Graham on 
104th St NW in Baldwin Twp. re-

ported the theft of a catalytic converter from a moto-
rhome. Value of the item taken is $600.
Sept. 9th: Sheldon Kothman on 165th Ave SE in 
Santiago Twp. reported the theft of two vintage Co-
ca-Cola signs. Signs are 7 feet wide by 28 inches tall. 
Value of the items taken is $190.
Sept. 11th: Christopher Zabinski on 82nd St SE in 
Clear Lake Twp. reported the theft of four spruce 
trees. Value of the trees is $160.
Sept. 12th: Holiday Gas Station on US Highway 169 
NW in Zimmerman reported a gas drive off in the 
amount of $50.04.
Sept. 14th: Paul Dojan on 104th St NW in Livonia 
Twp. reported the theft of diesel fuel from equipment. 
Value of fuel taken is $31.19.
Sept. 15th: Holiday Gas Station on US Highway 169 
NW in Zimmerman reported a gas drive off in the 
amount of $92.
Sept. 18th: Craig Dabe on 140th St NW in Livonia 
Twp. reported the theft of a Mariner 30 HP engine 
(painted in camouflage) & a 2-prong prop from a boat 
on the property. Value of the items taken is $2,500.

Sherburne County Sheriff’s
Activity Report

Week of 09/20/2021 - 09/26/2021

Sept. 19: Anthony Allen Thulien, 22, of Mound, was 
arrested in Cokato - charge of obstruction of legal 
process, Hennepin Co. warrant - 3rd degree DWI & 
McLeod Co. warrant - obstruction of legal process.
Sept. 20: Kathy Diem Chi Tran, 23, of Blaine, was ar-
rested in Anoka Co. - Wright Co. warrant - false infor-
mation to law enforcement violations. Nathan Reece 
Humke, 29, of Merrifield, was arrested in Hennepin 
Co. - Wright Co. warrant - 5th degree possession 
of controlled substance & Washington Co. warrant 
- theft. Michael Paul Prestidge, 40, of Cokato, was 
arrested in Cokato - Wright Co. warrant - 4th degree 
DWI violations. Levi John Schneider, 33, of Clear-
water, was arrested in Buffalo - Wright Co. warrant 
- 5th degree possession of controlled substance vi-
olation. Jacob Dempsey, 35, of Clearwater, was ar-
rested in Clearwater - Todd Co. warrant - 5th degree 
possession of controlled sub-
stance. Derrick Gordon Safe, 
25, of Rockford, was arrested 
in Rockford - charge of viola-
tion of harassment restraining 
order. Sydney Ann McKellepp, 
20, of St. Paul, was arrested in 
Montrose - charge of 5th degree 
possession of controlled sub-
stance & Washington Co. war-
rant - theft.
Sept. 21: Letourius Lerenzo 
Williams, 31, of Apple Valley, 
was arrested in Delano - Blue 
Earth Co. warrant - obstruction 
of legal process. Ayub Mo-
hamoud Iman, 24, of Eagan, was arrested in Buffalo 
- Wright Co. warrant - financial transaction card fraud 
& Kandiyohi Co. warrant - 5th degree possession of 
controlled substance. Rogelio Delagarza, 42, of Sauk 
Rapids, was arrested in Stearns Co. - Wright Co. 
warrant - 4th degree DWI violations. Denis Kelly 
Campbell, 35, of Marshall, was arrested in Victor 
Twp. - charge of 2nd degree possession of controlled 
substance. James Touy Becker, 44, of St. Cloud, was 
arrested in Stearns Co. - Wright Co. warrant - false in-
formation to law enforcement. Cody Ryan Matthews, 
21, of Cokato, was arrested in Cokato Twp. - charge 
of 5th degree possession of controlled substance & 
Wright Co. warrant - 5th degree possession of con-
trolled substance violation. Tammy Lynn Crapser, 
49, of Otsego, was arrested in Otsego - charge of 2nd 
degree assault with dangerous weapon.
Sept. 22: Brandon Jay Harrington, 38, of Elk River, 
was arrested in Rogers - Wright Co. warrant - 5th 
degree possession of controlled substance violation. 
Janea Virginia Bradley-Bey, 23, of Brooklyn Park, 
was arrested in Hennepin Co. - Wright Co. warrants 
- possession of shoplifting gear & theft violations. 
Fayelee Marie Bondeson, 32, of New Brighton, was 
arrested in Waverly - charges of felon in possession of 
firearm, motor vehicle theft, driving after cancellation 
inimical to public safety & receiving stolen property 
& MN Dept. of Corrections warrant - 1st degree DWI 
violations. Sean Michael Bernier, 34, of St. Bon-
ifacius, was arrested in Buffalo - charge of 5th de-
gree possession of controlled substance, Wright Co. 
warrant - theft & Sibley Co. warrant - DWI. Dylan 
Daniel Massie, 38, of Shakopee, was arrested in Buf-
falo - charges of 5th degree possession of controlled 
substance & 2nd degree DWI refusal to test.
Sept. 23: Anthony Allen Cole, 44, of Big Lake, was 
arrested in Sherburne Co. - Wright Co. warrant - 3rd 
degree criminal sexual conduct violations. Laura 
Marie Baltaian, 39, of Minneapolis, was arrested 
in Hennepin Co. - Wright Co. warrant - 5th degree 

possession of controlled substance violation. Samuel 
Brian Hoffman, 28, of Monticello - Wright Co. war-
rants - driver’s license & traffic regulation violations. 
Jordan Ray Wissbroecker, 18, of Buffalo, was arrested 
in Buffalo - Wright Co. warrant - motor vehicle theft 
violations. Heather Rochelle Noble, 44, of Montrose, 
was arrested in Montrose - charges of obstruction of 
legal process, introduction of contraband into jail & 
Wright Co. warrant - DWI violations. James Robert 
Hanson, 60, of Otsego, was arrested in Clearwater - 
Wright Co. warrants - 5th degree possession of con-
trolled substance, 3rd degree possession of controlled 
substance & 2nd degree burglary violations.
Sept. 24: Arthur Ryan Roberts, 35, of Howard Lake, 
was arrested in Buffalo - Wright Co. warrants - 4th 
& 5th degree possession of controlled substance vi-
olation. Avery Darlene Judd, 21, of Stanchfield, was 

arrested in Isanti Co. - Wright Co. war-
rants - hit & run & reckless driving & 
Becker Co. warrant - failure to appear. 
Valle Jean Arntson, 37, of Waite Park, 
was arrested in Stearns Co. - Wright 
Co. warrant - 5th degree possession of 
controlled substance violation. Manuel 
Jesus Carchi, 49, of Montrose, was 
arrested in Montrose - an Anoka Co. 
warrant - violation of an order for pro-
tection. Joanne Elizabeth Saman Neft, 
33, of Buffalo, was arrested in Buffalo 
- Wright Co. apprehension & detention 
order - 3rd degree burglary violations. 
Matthew David Garlitz, 36, no perma-
nent address, was arrested in Buffalo 

- Wright Co. apprehension & detention order - 2nd 
degree assault violations. Randy Leroy Marx, 57, of 
Anoka, was arrested in Delano - charge of shoplifting. 
Dereck William Mengelkoch, 34, of Pine River, was 
arrested in Maple Lake Twp. - Crow Wing Co. war-
rant - 5th degree possession of controlled substance. 
Phillip James Roberts, 44, of Buffalo, was arrested in 
Buffalo - Wright Co. warrant - terroristic threat vio-
lations. Randy Lloyd Melchert, 61, of Winsted, was 
arrested in McLeod Co. - Wright Co. warrant - DWI 
violations. Forrest Donald Stieve, 59, of Albertville, 
was arrested in Otsego - charge of 2nd degree DWI.
Sept. 25: Clell Walker Deakins, 39, of Big Lake, was 
arrested in Monticello - charge of violation of harass-
ment restraining order. 
Sept. 26: Jonathan Arthur Tuott, 36, of Cedar, was ar-
rested in Albertville - charge of 5th degree possession 
of controlled substance. Sally Ann Rondeau, 40, of 
Otsego, was arrested in Otsego - charge of 5th degree 
assault. Richard Allen Mitchell, 27, of Cokato, was 
arrested in Monticello - Wright Co. warrant - driving 
after revocation inimical to public safety violations. 
James Villanueva, 44, of Monticello, was arrested in 
Monticello - charge of 3rd degree DWI. James Scott 
Beatty, 54, of Dassel, was arrested in Meeker Co. - 
Wright Co. warrant - motor vehicle registration viola-
tions. Marvin Smith, 61, of Maple Lake, was arrested 
in Silver Creek Twp. - Wright Co. warrant - indecent 
exposure violation.
Sept. 27: Daniel Keith Gutknecht, 61, of Buffalo, was 
arrested in Albertville - charge of driving after cancel-
lation inimical to public safety.
There were 28 property damage accidents, 11 per-
sonal injury accidents, 3 hit & run accidents & 6 car 
deer accidents.
There were 4 arrests - DWI, 6 underage consumption 
arrests, 7 school bus stop arm violations & 86 tickets 
- miscellaneous traffic violations reported this week.

Wright County Sheriff’s
Activity Report

Period Ending Sept. 27, 2021
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