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The Patriot is the 
official newspaper for Clear 

Lake, Clearwater, Orrock, 
Palmer & Santiago Town-

ships, City of Becker, Becker 
Township and Becker School 
District #726, City of Big Lake 
and Big Lake School District 
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WEBSITE
Check out each week’s 
content at our website: 

www.patriotnewsmn.com

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
The Patriot welcomes 

letters to the editor. 
Call 763-275-0275 

or email Bill at
reporter.bill@

patriotnewsmn.com
Addresses and phone 

numbers are required for 
verification purposes.  

The deadline for all letters is 
11 am Wednesday.  Limit 

letters to 200 words or less.
Letters will be printed at the 
discretion of the Editor and 

are subject to editing for 
grammar, libel and brevity. 
Two letters per writer per 

subject each year.

OBITUARIES:
Obituaries are $75 prepaid. 
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to edit lengthy obituaries.
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months, $23.75 for three 
months or $8.25 a month.
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There will be a $50 charge for 
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By Bill Morgan, 
Editor

The Big Lake Fire 
Department ( BLFD)  re-
sponded to a reported house 
fire on Meadow Ave. Mon-
day at approx imately 10 
p.m. 

The BLPD was first on 
the scene, confirming the 
fire and providing a size-up 
for incoming fire units. Po-
lice officers were on hand 
and also verified the home-
owners were accounted for. 
They even attempted to ex-
tinguish the fire, but it had 
progressed too far. 

Additional resources 
were reTuested from the  
mutual aid communities. 
(ngine 22 and Tower 2ne 
Tuickly arrived on the 
scene to perform the ini-
tial knockdown of the fire. 
(lk River and Monticello 
crews assisted in verifying 
there were no additional 
hidden fires. Chief +ansen 
and Deputy Chief 1ovak 
rescued the homeowners’ 
beloved cat, with a neigh-
bor providing a pet taxi for 

the family. 
2ne firefighter experi-

enced a heat-related issue, 
which was promptly ad-
dressed by the partners at 
CentraCare. 

“ We appreciate the 
teamwork among our first 
responders and neighbor-
ing communities, which 
resulted in a successful 
save of most of the family’s 
home and possessions,”  
said BL)D Deputy Chief 
Mark +edstrom.

The night wasn’t over 
as a call came in for a per-
son down and needing as-
sistance at 3:30 a.m. That 
was followed by a reTuest 
to check the home of the 
earlier fire at 4:10 a.m. The 
morning ended with a call 
for a car that went off the 
road on Co. Rd. 43 and hit a 
tree and was starting on fire 
with the driver still in the 

BL Firefighters 
have busy night

THE HOMEOWNER’S CAT (middle) was rescued and cared 
for by firemen and even a neighbor who provided a pet taxi for 
the family. (Submitted Photo).

Submitted Article

Love stickers for one’s 
water bottle or laptop" 

*reat River Regional 
Library (*RRL) is excited 
to invite creative teen artists 
to participate in the first-
ever Teen Sticker Design 
Contest� 

This contest offers 
a uniTue opportunity for 
teens to 
have their 
a r t w o r k 
p r i n t e d 
and avail-
able to 
l i b r a r y 
u s e r s 
a c r o s s 
Central Minnesota, span-
ning *RRL’s 32 library 
locations� The contest runs 
from July 14 through Au-
gust 31, 202�.

Submitted sticker de-
signs will be Mudged on 
creativity, design, and how 
well it fits a library theme. 
*RRL staff will vote on a 
winning design. They will 
notify the winner in early 
September and plan to have 
the winning stickers avail-
able in libraries in 2ctober 
for TeenTober and Teen 
Read :eek. ,n addition, 

*RRL will post winning 
and runner-up designs on-
line at griver.org and on 
social media.

C on test gu id elines:  
•  Teens ( age 13 to 19)  

living in Benton, Morrison, 
Sherburne, Stearns, Todd, 
and :right Counties may 
participate;

•  The contest starts 
on July 14. The deadline 
is August 31, 202� - late 

submissions 
will not be 
accepted;  

� 2nly 
one submis-
sion per teen;

•  Pick 
up a contest 

form at one’s local *RRL 
location or download a 
contest form at http s: //
griver.org/li b rary -news/
teen-stick er-design-contest. 

� Submit one’s design 
in person at one’s local 
*RRL location or send by 
mail. )or mail, please send 
to *reat River Regional Li-
brary, Attn: Teen Sticker 
Contest, 1300 :est St. *er-
main Street, St. Cloud, M1 
�6301. Designs may also 

GRRL holds Teen 
Sticker Design contest 

teens to 
have their 
a r t w o r k 
p r i n t e d 

able to 
l i b r a r y 
u s e r s 

is August 31, 202� - late 

GRRL
to  page 4FIRE

to  page 4

By Bill Morgan, 
Editor

( E ditor’ s N ote:  T he fol-
lowing article was sub mit-
ted to the P atriot by  B eck er 
S chools S u p erintendent 
J eremy  Sc hmidt.)

(-bikes have become 
increasingly more popular 
for teens and others in our 
community. The bikes look 
like they are fun to ride and 
very efficient at getting 
from one lo-
cation to the 
other. 

“ T h e 
purpose of 
my submis-
sion is to 
share that 
with these 
b e n e f i t s , 
there are 
risks asso-
ciated with 
e-bikes and , 
believe it is 
our respon-
sibility to 
work together to help keep 
our students safe,”  says 
Schmidt.” 

“ J ust the other day, 
, had a close call that , 
can’t stop thinking about. 
Driving on Bank Street, 
, slowed down to make a 
right-hand turn when a teen 
on an e-bike attempted to 
pass me on the right.” 

Schmidt said had he 
not been paying close atten-
tion, there most definitely 
would have been a devas-
tating crash. 

“This isn’t the first time 
, have seen this behavior,” 
he continued. “, have seen 
students riding in the wrong 
lane, weaving through traf-
fic, doing wheelies, Mump-
ing between sidewalks and 
roads, and ignoring signs 
and traffic altogether.” 

Schmidt noted these 
are not Must reckless behav-
iors, but they are dangerous 
and illegal. 

“, call for your help,” 
he says. “Parents and guard-
ians, please talk to your 
children, regularly about 
how to ride these e-bikes 
responsibly. ,t is your re-

sponsibility to ensure they 
understand and follow the 
rules of the road. :e need 
to start seeing e-bikes, 
Must like motorcycles, and 
young drivers need to un-
derstand that they are not as 
visible as they may believe, 
especially when they are 
traveling at 20-30 mph.” 

Schmidt says the Con-
sumer Product Safety Com-
mission estimates more 
than 70,000 hospital visits 
per year related to micro-

mobility vehicles with 40� 
of those involving individu-
als under 18 years old. 

“Drivers and pedestri-
ans, please stay alert,”  he 
said. “Due to their speed 
and size, e-bikes can ap-
pear very Tuickly and move 
faster than ex pected, espe-
cially around driveways, 
intersections, and school 
zones. A second of distrac-
tion can have serious life 
or death conseTuences. , 
appreciate e-bikes, but they 
need to be used with care, 
awareness, and responsibil-
ity. :e need to all be vig-
ilant and work together to 
ensure these rides remain 
safe for everyone.” 

A d d end um Sou r ce
8.S. Consumer Prod-

uct Safety Commission 
(CPSC). (2023). Micromo-
bility Products: 2023 An-
nual Report. http s: //www.
cps c.gov.

B eck er  P ol ice
“(-bikes have been a 

focus of mine for the past 
few weeks, as we have seen 
an increase in complaints 
about reckless driving and 
speed,”  said Becker Police 

Chief Chris Lindbloom. 
“The PD will be making 
a social media post today 
( Tuesday)  that highlights 
e-bike state statutes.” 

Lindbloom says the 
primary statute that parents 
are likely not aware of is 
that you must be 1� years 
old in order to operate an 
electric assisted bicycle. 

“:ith the growth of 
electric bicycles in our 
community the police de-
partment has seen a steep 

uptick in the 
number of 
c o m p l a i n t s 
about reck-
less riding,”  
L i n d b l o o m 
said. “:hile 
we like that 
th i s  new 
t e c h n o l o g y 
has allowed 
more people 
to get outside 
and enMoy 
our trails and 
parks, it is 

important to understand the 
laws pertaining to the use of 
these bikes.” 

H er e ar e a f ew e-bik e 
laws and  saf ety  r emind -
er s:

� According to State 
law, cyclists must be 1� or 
older to operate an e-bike�

� According to State 
law, cyclists must follow 
the rules of the road includ-
ing speed limits and traf-
fic signals. (-bikes cannot 
be modified to bypass the 
speed limit control;

� Cyclists must alert pe-
destrians of their approach 
and be courteous to others 
sharing the sidewalks, trails 
and roads;

� Cyclists should al-
ways wear a bike helmet 
and other appropriate safety 
gear;

Penalties for not fol-
lowing the e-bike laws and 
regulations can result in 
fines. )or more informa-
tion, read more about ap-
plicable state laws 16�.011, 
16�.222, 16�.223, 16�.22�.

E-Bike safety in and around Becker

By Mary Nehring, 
Contributing Writer

M1 Congressman Tom 
(mmer paid a visit to Ral-
phie’s Minnoco in Clear 
Lake Thursday, July 10. 
(mmer visited with store 
owner Brian Brehmer and 
local residents. 

(mmer talked about eth-
anol, as well as the impact 
of credit card fees on small, 
local businesses. (mmer also 
fielded Tuestions from peo-
ple in attendance. 

Ralphie’s Minnoco 
owner Brian Brehmer shared 
these sentiments about (m-

mer’s visit to his store: 
“,t was nice to get a 

chance to talk to our local 
representative about the is-
sues we face in the fuel and 
convenience store business,” 
Brehmer said. “)or instance, 
customers don’t realize how 
much credit card process-
ing fees cost business own-
ers� with the fees being in 
the thousands of dollars per 
month.” 

Brehmer has operated 
Ralphie’s Minnoco in Clear 
Lake since )ebruary of 2021 
and purchased the store in 
April of 2023. 

REP. TOM EMMER(L)  is pictured behind the counter with 
store manager Kate Goenner and owner Brian Brehmer. (Pa-
triot Photo by Mary Nehring).

Emmer visits Ralphie’s 
Minnoco in Clear Lake

ARTISTS of all ages demonstrated their talents at the 
GRRL Summer Reading exhibit at the Big Lake Farmer’s 
Market last week. (Patriot Photo by Deven Haas).

Art in the outdoors



T O  T H E ED I T O R :
This comment responds to 
the article, “ Brott miffed at 
Boelter for statements”  in the 
J uly 5, 2025 edition of the Pa-
triot. I ex perienced  a similar 
ex perience as Vance Boelter 
as a patient in a major hos-
pital. My street clothes and 
shoes were replaced with an 
uncomfortable and degrading 
uniform. I was not allowed to 
leave the hospital grounds. 
I was kept in a lighted room 
and awakened in the night by 
a nurse to take vitals that were 
unnecessary. I had no access 
to ex ercise equipment. I had 
no access to fresh air or vi-
tamin D-generating sunlight. 
A recent issue of Scientific 
American stated that the four 
items for healthy aging are 
diet, ex ercise, sleep and social 
connections. This is evidence 
that a good sleep requires a 
cool, dark and quiet room. 
There is technology for ob-
serving people in dark rooms. 
I was surprised that Sheriff 
Brott addressed the character 
of Mr. Boelter as much as the 
issues Mr. Boelter brought 
up.
D o nald  Vier imaa
B ig  L ak e,  MN
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• BECKER
Grace Lutheran Church (LCMS)
Pastor: David M. Johnson, 763-262-7782, 11185 27th Ave SE. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am, Sun. School 10:30am, Wed. J.U.M.P. 6pm.
Becker Baptist Church
Pastors: Nathan Bucher (Senior), Kevin Drehmel (Youth) & Amy Drehmel 
(Dir. of Child/Fam. Ministry), 763-261-4202, 11951 Hancock St. Services: 
Sun. Worship/Children 10:30am. During the school year: AWANA for 
Kids/Sun. School 9:15am. Midweek Connect for Kids 6:30pm. Please reg-
ister Kids on our webite. Youth Group: Wed. 6:30pm. www.beckerbaptist.
org. 
Becker Evangelical Free Church
Pastors: Gerald Deppa (Interim Senior), Chris Salvevold (Youth), 763-261-
����� %ecNer +LJK 6cKool� Office� ����� ���tK $Ye 6(. 6erYLces� 6XQ. 
Worship/Teaching/Fellowship 10am.
Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 12100 Sherburne Ave. Services: Sat. 
Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8:30am & 10:30am. Masses held 1st, 3rd & 5th Sun-
days of the month. (Masses held on 2nd & 4th Sundays in Big Lake).
Faith (Becker) Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Yolanda Denson-Byers & Vicar Molly Wills, 763-261-5751, 11755 
Sherburne Ave. Services: Sun. Worship 9:30am (Holy Communion on the 
1st & 3rd Sundays) Nursery available. Sun. school 9:55am, Refreshments 
& fellowship at 10:30am, Wed. programs: 6:00pm Wed. Worship, 6:30pm 
�tK ² �tK JraGe coQfirPatLoQ� ����SP <oXtK *roXS �st 	 �rG :eG. %LEle 
Studies: Tues. 9:00am www.faithlutheran-becker.org.
Oakwood Community Church Assemblies of God
Pastors: Gerry Bass & Sarah, 763-220-6004, 13140 1st St (SW Corner of 
Becker Furniture World). Services: Sun. Bible Study/Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Snake River Free Church
Pastor: Steve Johnston, 612-219-8648, 180th St SE. Services: Sun. Worship/
Sun. School 10:30am., Hymn Sing is second Sun. of every month.
Becker Christian Center & Abundant Grace Church
Pastor: Ken Hanson, 763-262-2177, 15455 59th St SE. Services: Sun. Praise 
& Worship 9:30am, Wed. Family Fellowship 7pm.
Beacon House of Prayer
Pastors: Brian & Linda Holmes, 763-263-3771, 12264 Pleasant Ave. Ser-
vices: Thurs. Worship 6:30pm.
Free Grace United
Pastor: Kevin Wilson, 763-245-0001, Becker High School, 12000 Hancock 
St, Enter door 11. Services: Wed. Worship 6:30pm.

• BIG LAKE
Acts Seventh-Day Adventists Community Church
Pastor: Bill Nixon, 763-263-2287, 20455 187th Ave NW. Services: Sat. 
Worship 9am, Sat. Sabbath School 10:15am.
Bethany Bible Church
763-263-2167, 511 Eagle Lake Road. Services: Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Bridgeview Assembly of God
Pastor: Steve Royalty, 763-263-6274, 20500 County Road 11. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am & 10:45am, Wed. groups (kids/youth/adults) 6:30pm.
SVEA Hill Covenant Church
Pastor: Don Bellach, 763-263-6322, 16392 235th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Cornerstone Baptist Church
Pastor: Gordon Langdon, 763-263-7878, 15300 County Road 35. 
Hope Lutheran Church (ELCA) in Orrock
763-262-0028. www.hopeintherefuge.weebly.com.
IFLESIA AMOR VIVIENTE Living Love Church
Pastores: Juan & Patricia Aguayo, 763-607-5403, 21 Lake St N. Services: 
Sat. 6pm.
Lord of Glory Lutheran Church
Pastor: Marty Mably, 763-263-3090, 15550 190th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
8am & 10:30am.
Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 440 Lake St N. Services: Sat. Mass 
5pm; Sun. 8:30am & 10:30am. Masses held on 2nd & 4th Sundays of the 
month (Masses held on 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays in Becker).
Riverside Church
Online: www.myrc.church, 763-263-2410, 20314 County Road 14. Ser-
vices: Sun 8:45am, 10:30am & 12:05pm.
Saron Lutheran Church
Pastor: Kyle Sidlo, 763-263-2209, 311 Lake St. S. Services: Sun. Worship 

9:30am, indoors or livestream.
Spirit Life Church
763-262-LIFE, 221 Lake St N. Services Sun. mornings 9:45am. Going 
Deeper Sun. 9am. Prophetic Praayer Wed. 7pm.

• SANTIAGO
South Santiago Lutheran Church ELCA
Pastor: Allison Peterson, 763-662-2048, 14675 37th St. Services: Sun. 8am. 
and 10 am, Sun. School 9am.
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church E.L.S. & Princeton Evangelical School
Pastor: Timothy Zenda, 763-662-2570, 18977 17th St. Services: Sun. 
School/Bible Class 10:30am, Divine Worship 9am.
Glendorado Lutheran (ELCA)
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Shari Routh, 920-573-0193, 1100 186th Ave NE. Services: Sun 
Good Shepherd 9am, Sun. Glendorado 10:30am.
Gethsemane Church (ELCA) – Ronneby
Pastor: Barbara Peterson, 320-983-5002, 14478 78th St. NE. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Glendorado Evangelical Country Church
Pastor: Sam Alfano, 763-662-2244, 16999 Glendorado Road NE. Services: 
Sun. School 9:30am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• CLEAR LAKE
Living Waters Church
320-699-0876, 7830 Church St. Services: Sun. Worship 10am, Starting in 
Sept. Wed. night Ladies in Recovery study at 6:30pm.
Trinity Lutheran Church Missouri Synod
Pastor: Josh Reber, 320-743-2919, 8641 Main Ave. Services: Sun. Worship 
8:45am, Sun. School 9:45am.
SHED Church - Non-Denomination in Palmer
Pastor: TBD, 320-241-0123, Palmer Town Hall, 4180 105th Ave. Services: 
Sun. 5pm. www.shedchurch.org.
St. Marcus Catholic Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-743-2481, 8701 Main Ave. Services: Mon.  
& Wed. Mass 8am, Sat. Confessions 4:15pm, Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. 8am.

• DUELM
St. Lawrence Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-968-7502, 10915 Duelm Road NE. Ser-
vices: Sun. Mass 10am, Tues. Mass 8am.

• CLEARWATER
Clearwater United Methodist Church
Pastor: Alison Hendley, 320-558-2581, 405 Main St. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9:30am.
Freedom Bible Baptist Church
������������ ��� /LPe 6t. �OlG Clearwater Post Office). 6erYLces� 6XQ. 
Prayer 9am, Sun. School 9:30am, Sun. Worship 10:45am.
Rejoice Lutheran Church – ELCA
Pastor: Jim Bump, 320-558-6851, 1155 County Road 75. 
Services: Sun. School that begins in Worship 9:30am. 
Livestream worship at Rejoice’s Youtube Channel, 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsJGuBda4orT9TWYii5wmGw
Church of St. Luke
Father: Dennis Backer, 320-558-2124, 17545 Huber Ave NW. Services: 
Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8am & 10am, Weekday Mass Tues.-Fri. 8am/
Sat. 9am.
Tri-County Alliance Church
Pastor: David Fogal, 320-558-2750, 8464 160th St NW. Services: Sun. 
School 9am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• SILVER CREEK
Immanuel Lutheran Church
Pastor: Ken Tatkenhorst, 763-878-2820, 11390 Elliot Ave NW. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am
Silver Creek Community Church
Pastor: Zach Pryor, 320-963-3957, 4282 114th St NW. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9am, Sun. Fellowship 10am, Sun. School 10:30am. 

• SAINT CLOUD
Faith Lutheran Church
Pastor: Joshua Reber, 320-252-3315, 3000 County Road SE. Worship: Sun. 
10:15am.

RYAN HUBBARD
763-263-8334 

RESIDENTIAL  • COMMERCIAL - AGRICULTURAL

6715 125th Ave - Clear Lake, MN
320.743.2387 •  Cell: 320.290.9843

Scott & Tonia Ulsby

KEN GEROUX CONSTRUCTION
C O R P O R A T I O N

Integrity • Excellence
Uncompromising Customer Satisfaction

Lic. #BC002757
Big Lake • 763-263-6878

Order Online!

Becker Pizza Depot
The Area’s Best Pizza -- Ask Anyone!

14281 Bank Street, Becker • 763-262-2700
www.BeckerPizzaDepot.com • Facebook: Pizza Depot

Pizza, Wings & More

290 EAGLE LAKE RD. N. BIG LAKE
763-263-3262 • WWW.CORNEROAKSDENTAL.COM

FAMILY & COSMETIC DENTISTRY

DR. REED DILL & 
DR. PETER KUEFLER

16455 122nd St Becker MN 55308

763-263-9471

Big Lake

 763-263-6350
parkdental.com
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• dahlensheetmetal@frontier.com

P.O. Box 646 • Becker, MN 55308
www.dahlensheetmetal.com
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Monticello 763-271-7177
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Your Hometown Bank
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FDIC
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Owner: Chad Schwintek
13050 1st Street Becker, MN 55308
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Towing & recovery

19640 200th Ave., Big Lake

• Family Owned 
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• Jump Starts 
• Winch Recovery

www.bobstowingandrecovery.com
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• BECKER
Grace Lutheran Church (LCMS)
Pastor: David M. Johnson, 763-262-7782, 11185 27th Ave SE. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am, Sun. School 10:30am, Wed. J.U.M.P. 6pm.
Becker Baptist Church
Pastors: Nathan Bucher (Senior), Kevin Drehmel (Youth) & Amy Drehmel 
(Dir. of Child/Fam. Ministry), 763-261-4202, 11951 Hancock St. Services: 
Sun. Worship/Children 10:30am. During the school year: AWANA for 
Kids/Sun. School 9:15am. Midweek Connect for Kids 6:30pm. Please reg-
ister Kids on our webite. Youth Group: Wed. 6:30pm. www.beckerbaptist.
org. 
Becker Evangelical Free Church
Pastors: Gerald Deppa (Interim Senior), Chris Salvevold (Youth), 763-261-
����� %ecNer +LJK 6cKool� Office� ����� ���tK $Ye 6(. 6erYLces� 6XQ. 
Worship/Teaching/Fellowship 10am.
Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 12100 Sherburne Ave. Services: Sat. 
Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8:30am & 10:30am. Masses held 1st, 3rd & 5th Sun-
days of the month. (Masses held on 2nd & 4th Sundays in Big Lake).
Faith (Becker) Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Yolanda Denson-Byers & Vicar Molly Wills, 763-261-5751, 11755 
Sherburne Ave. Services: Sun. Worship 9:30am (Holy Communion on the 
1st & 3rd Sundays) Nursery available. Sun. school 9:55am, Refreshments 
& fellowship at 10:30am, Wed. programs: 6:00pm Wed. Worship, 6:30pm 
�tK ² �tK JraGe coQfirPatLoQ� ����SP <oXtK *roXS �st 	 �rG :eG. %LEle 
Studies: Tues. 9:00am www.faithlutheran-becker.org.
Oakwood Community Church Assemblies of God
Pastors: Gerry Bass & Sarah, 763-220-6004, 13140 1st St (SW Corner of 
Becker Furniture World). Services: Sun. Bible Study/Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Snake River Free Church
Pastor: Steve Johnston, 612-219-8648, 180th St SE. Services: Sun. Worship/
Sun. School 10:30am., Hymn Sing is second Sun. of every month.
Becker Christian Center & Abundant Grace Church
Pastor: Ken Hanson, 763-262-2177, 15455 59th St SE. Services: Sun. Praise 
& Worship 9:30am, Wed. Family Fellowship 7pm.
Beacon House of Prayer
Pastors: Brian & Linda Holmes, 763-263-3771, 12264 Pleasant Ave. Ser-
vices: Thurs. Worship 6:30pm.
Free Grace United
Pastor: Kevin Wilson, 763-245-0001, Becker High School, 12000 Hancock 
St, Enter door 11. Services: Wed. Worship 6:30pm.

• BIG LAKE
Acts Seventh-Day Adventists Community Church
Pastor: Bill Nixon, 763-263-2287, 20455 187th Ave NW. Services: Sat. 
Worship 9am, Sat. Sabbath School 10:15am.
Bethany Bible Church
763-263-2167, 511 Eagle Lake Road. Services: Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Bridgeview Assembly of God
Pastor: Steve Royalty, 763-263-6274, 20500 County Road 11. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am & 10:45am, Wed. groups (kids/youth/adults) 6:30pm.
SVEA Hill Covenant Church
Pastor: Don Bellach, 763-263-6322, 16392 235th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Cornerstone Baptist Church
Pastor: Gordon Langdon, 763-263-7878, 15300 County Road 35. 
Hope Lutheran Church (ELCA) in Orrock
763-262-0028. www.hopeintherefuge.weebly.com.
IFLESIA AMOR VIVIENTE Living Love Church
Pastores: Juan & Patricia Aguayo, 763-607-5403, 21 Lake St N. Services: 
Sat. 6pm.
Lord of Glory Lutheran Church
Pastor: Marty Mably, 763-263-3090, 15550 190th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
8am & 10:30am.
Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 440 Lake St N. Services: Sat. Mass 
5pm; Sun. 8:30am & 10:30am. Masses held on 2nd & 4th Sundays of the 
month (Masses held on 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays in Becker).
Riverside Church
Online: www.myrc.church, 763-263-2410, 20314 County Road 14. Ser-
vices: Sun 8:45am, 10:30am & 12:05pm.
Saron Lutheran Church
Pastor: Kyle Sidlo, 763-263-2209, 311 Lake St. S. Services: Sun. Worship 

9:30am, indoors or livestream.
Spirit Life Church
763-262-LIFE, 221 Lake St N. Services Sun. mornings 9:45am. Going 
Deeper Sun. 9am. Prophetic Praayer Wed. 7pm.

• SANTIAGO
South Santiago Lutheran Church ELCA
Pastor: Allison Peterson, 763-662-2048, 14675 37th St. Services: Sun. 8am. 
and 10 am, Sun. School 9am.
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church E.L.S. & Princeton Evangelical School
Pastor: Timothy Zenda, 763-662-2570, 18977 17th St. Services: Sun. 
School/Bible Class 10:30am, Divine Worship 9am.
Glendorado Lutheran (ELCA)
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Shari Routh, 920-573-0193, 1100 186th Ave NE. Services: Sun 
Good Shepherd 9am, Sun. Glendorado 10:30am.
Gethsemane Church (ELCA) – Ronneby
Pastor: Barbara Peterson, 320-983-5002, 14478 78th St. NE. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Glendorado Evangelical Country Church
Pastor: Sam Alfano, 763-662-2244, 16999 Glendorado Road NE. Services: 
Sun. School 9:30am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• CLEAR LAKE
Living Waters Church
320-699-0876, 7830 Church St. Services: Sun. Worship 10am, Starting in 
Sept. Wed. night Ladies in Recovery study at 6:30pm.
Trinity Lutheran Church Missouri Synod
Pastor: Josh Reber, 320-743-2919, 8641 Main Ave. Services: Sun. Worship 
8:45am, Sun. School 9:45am.
SHED Church - Non-Denomination in Palmer
Pastor: TBD, 320-241-0123, Palmer Town Hall, 4180 105th Ave. Services: 
Sun. 5pm. www.shedchurch.org.
St. Marcus Catholic Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-743-2481, 8701 Main Ave. Services: Mon.  
& Wed. Mass 8am, Sat. Confessions 4:15pm, Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. 8am.

• DUELM
St. Lawrence Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-968-7502, 10915 Duelm Road NE. Ser-
vices: Sun. Mass 10am, Tues. Mass 8am.

• CLEARWATER
Clearwater United Methodist Church
Pastor: Alison Hendley, 320-558-2581, 405 Main St. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9:30am.
Freedom Bible Baptist Church
������������ ��� /LPe 6t. �OlG Clearwater Post Office). 6erYLces� 6XQ. 
Prayer 9am, Sun. School 9:30am, Sun. Worship 10:45am.
Rejoice Lutheran Church – ELCA
Pastor: Jim Bump, 320-558-6851, 1155 County Road 75. 
Services: Sun. School that begins in Worship 9:30am. 
Livestream worship at Rejoice’s Youtube Channel, 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsJGuBda4orT9TWYii5wmGw
Church of St. Luke
Father: Dennis Backer, 320-558-2124, 17545 Huber Ave NW. Services: 
Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8am & 10am, Weekday Mass Tues.-Fri. 8am/
Sat. 9am.
Tri-County Alliance Church
Pastor: David Fogal, 320-558-2750, 8464 160th St NW. Services: Sun. 
School 9am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• SILVER CREEK
Immanuel Lutheran Church
Pastor: Ken Tatkenhorst, 763-878-2820, 11390 Elliot Ave NW. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am
Silver Creek Community Church
Pastor: Zach Pryor, 320-963-3957, 4282 114th St NW. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9am, Sun. Fellowship 10am, Sun. School 10:30am. 

• SAINT CLOUD
Faith Lutheran Church
Pastor: Joshua Reber, 320-252-3315, 3000 County Road SE. Worship: Sun. 
10:15am.

RYAN HUBBARD
763-263-8334 

RESIDENTIAL  • COMMERCIAL - AGRICULTURAL

6715 125th Ave - Clear Lake, MN
320.743.2387 •  Cell: 320.290.9843

Scott & Tonia Ulsby

KEN GEROUX CONSTRUCTION
C O R P O R A T I O N

Integrity • Excellence
Uncompromising Customer Satisfaction

Lic. #BC002757
Big Lake • 763-263-6878

Order Online!

Becker Pizza Depot
The Area’s Best Pizza -- Ask Anyone!

14281 Bank Street, Becker • 763-262-2700
www.BeckerPizzaDepot.com • Facebook: Pizza Depot

Pizza, Wings & More

290 EAGLE LAKE RD. N. BIG LAKE
763-263-3262 • WWW.CORNEROAKSDENTAL.COM

FAMILY & COSMETIC DENTISTRY

DR. REED DILL & 
DR. PETER KUEFLER

16455 122nd St Becker MN 55308

763-263-9471

Big Lake

 763-263-6350
parkdental.com

Church DirectoryChurch DirectoryChurch Directory

320-743-2479 
• dahlensheetmetal@frontier.com

P.O. Box 646 • Becker, MN 55308
www.dahlensheetmetal.com

Becker 763-261-4200  |  Princeton 763-389-4099
Monticello 763-271-7177

www.sherburnestatebank.com

Your Hometown Bank

Sher bur ne
State B ank

Member 
FDIC

763-262-4237

M-F
8AM-

4:30PM

Owner: Chad Schwintek
13050 1st Street Becker, MN 55308

24 
HOUR
Towing & recovery

19640 200th Ave., Big Lake

• Family Owned 
    & Operated
• Light, Medium and 
    Heavy Duty  Towing 

• Lockouts 
• Jump Starts 
• Winch Recovery

www.bobstowingandrecovery.com

• BIG LAKE 
• ELK RIVER 
• MONTICELLO

Join your neighbors and friends to gain information ~ Enjoy coffee and refreshments in a
relaxing and friendly atmosphere ~ Enter a door prize drawing. The seminar date is quickly

approaching, so please call us at 763.452.2500 tomake your reservations TODAY!

FREE Advance Planning Seminar

Tuesday, September 17, 2019
6:30  8:00 p.m.

Williams Dingmann Funeral Home
611 Rose Dr

Big Lake, MN 55309
RSVP: 763.452.2500

Be Our Guest

763-262-1454 - Becker
763-452-2500 - Big Lake

320-743-2204 - Clear Lake
williamsdingmann.com
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Letters To The Editor

Church 
Direct�y
• CLEAR LAKE
Living Waters Church
320-699-0876, 7830 Church St. 
Services: Sunday 10am. 
• https://www.livingwaterschurch.
info/.
Trinity Lutheran Church
Missouri Synod
Pastor: Josh Reber, 320-743-2919, 
8641 Main Ave. 
Services: Sunday 8:45am.  
• www.trinityclearlake.org/index.
html.
SHED Church - 
Non-Denomination
Pastor: Dean Cook, 320-733-9485, 
7684 First Ave. W. 
Services: Sun. 10am. 
• www.shedchurch.org.
St. Marcus Catholic Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-743-
2481, 8701 Main Ave. 
Services: Mon.  & Wed. Mass 8am, 
Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. 8am. 
• www.churchofstmarcus.org.

• CLEARWATER
Clearwater United 
Methodist Church
Pastor: Alison Hendley, 320-558-
2581, 405 Main St. 
Services: Sunday 9:30am. 
• www.clearwaterumcmn.org
Freedom Bible Baptist Church
320-434-347, 605 Lime St. (Old 
Clearwater Post Office). 
Services: Sunday 10:45am. 
• www.freedombiblebaptist.com.
Rejoice Lutheran Church – ELCA
Pastor: Rev. Karleen A. Jung, 
320-558-6851, 1155 County Road 
75 NW. Services: Worship 9:30am. 
Livestream worship at Rejoice’s 
Youtube Channel,
https://www.youtube.com/@Re-
joiceLutheranClearwaterMN
Church of St. Luke
Father: Dennis Backer, 320-558-
2124, 17545 Huber Ave NW. 
Services: Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 
8am & 10am, Weekday Mass Tues.-
Fri. 8am/Sat. 9am. 
• https://www.facebook.com/Chur-
chOfStLukes.
Tri-County Alliance Church
Pastor: David Fogal, 320-558-2750, 
8464 160th St NW. 
Services: Sunday 10:30am. 
• http://tcachurch.com.

• DUELM
St. Lawrence Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-968-
7502, 10915 Duelm Road NE. 
Services: Sunday Mass 10am, 
Tues. Mass 8am. 
• www.stlawrencechurchofduelm.
com.

• MONTICELLO
Faith Lutheran Church
Pastor: Scott Block, 763-878-2092, 
12449 Clementa Ave. NW, Monti-
cello. Worship: Sunday 10:00am. 
• https://lutheran-faith.org.

• SAINT CLOUD
Faith Lutheran Church
Pastor: Joshua Reber, 320-252-3315, 
3000 County Road 8 SE. 
Worship: Sunday 10:15am. 
• www.faithstcloud.org.

• SANTIAGO
South Santiago 
Lutheran Church ELCA
Pastor: Allison Peterson, 
763-662-2048, 14675 37th St. 
Worship times are 8 am and 10 am.  
Sunday School at 9 am.  
• www.sslcmn.org
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 
E.L.S. & Princeton Evangelical 
School
Pastor: Timothy Zenda, 763-662-
2570, 18977 17th St. 
Services: Sunday 9am. 
• https://oursaviorsprinceton.com
Glendorado Lutheran (ELCA)
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
(ELCA)
Pastor: Shari Routh, 920-573-0193, 
1100 186th Ave NE. 
Services: Sunday Good  Shepherd 
9am, Sunday Glendorado 10:30am. 
• www.godsgreaterglory.org
Gethsemane Church 
(ELCA) – Ronneby
Pastor: Barbara Peterson, 
320-983-5002, 14478 78th St. 
NE. Services: Sunday 10am. 
• www.facebook.com/profile.
php?id=10006901611334.
Glendorado Evangelical 
Country Church
Pastor Steve Kruse, 763-662-2244, 
16999 Glendorado Road NE. 
Services: Sunday 10:30am. 
• https://m.facebook.com/Glen-
d o r a d o - E v a n g e l i c a l - C o u n -
try-Church-734989370230509.

• SILVER CREEK
Immanuel Lutheran Church
Pastor: Ken Tatkenhorst, 763-878-
2820, 11390 Elliot Ave NW. 
Services: Sunday 9am 
• https://immanuel-lutheran- church-
of-silver-creek.business.site.
Silver Creek Community Church
Pastor: Zach Pryor, 320-963-3957, 
4282 114th St NW. 
Services: Sunday 9am 
• https://silvercreekcommunitychurch.
net.
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••
PLEASE NOTE:
Next week we will feature churches 
from Becker, Big Lake, etc and will 
alternate weeks.

This space is available! 
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sponsor! 763-275-0275

Healthy Choices
I’ve learned over the 

years that most people 
don’t like to be lectured or 
told they’re doing some-
thing wrong. That’s one of 
the main reasons I don’t 
try to tell people what they 
should do when I write my 
columns.

My columns may be 
informative, but for the 
most part I’m just writing 
about my own expe riences. 
People can take what I say 
as useful, or they can dis-
regard what I’m writing 
about.

I remember a few 
months after I met my late 
wife, J ulie, she introduced 
me to some of her artist 
friends. When we went out 
for dinner, we found out 
they were vegetarians. All 
during dinner they tried to 
convince us that we should 
also stop eating meat.

I listened as they lec-
tured us about how eating 
animal products was bad 
for our health, not to men-
tion being cruel to other 
living creatures. I didn’t 
say anything negative or try 
to start a debate. But later 
that night when J ulie asked 
me if we should  look into 
changing our diet, I told her 
I thought she should look 
for new friends.

It would have been bet-
ter if they had just told me 
about their own ex periences 
and how it improved their 
health. Then I could have 
made my own decision 
without feeling like I was 
being told my lifestyle was 
all wrong.

So now it’s my turn to 
write about some changes 
I’ve made to improve my 
own health - and I’m not 
saying everyone should do 
what I’m doing.

About eight years ago 
I was diagnosed with Type 
2 diabetes. At the time, 
the doctors advised me to 
change my diet to reduce 
my blood sugar level. That 
came as sort of a surprise 
to me, since I wasn’t really 
eating sweets or drinking 

soda. I was more into salty 
snacks like chips, pretzels 
and cheese crackers.

Then they showed me 
some literature about what 
foods are bad for diabetics, 
and that’s how I learned that 
food high in carbohydrates 
( carbs) , like those chips, 
pretzels and crackers, were 
just as bad as eating sweets. 
The body converts carbs to 
glucose, so my salty snack 
habit, along with regular 
food like pasta, rice and 
bread, can raise glucose 
levels.

Over the past eight 
years I’ve taken a number 
of different diabetes med-
ications. I’ve also become 
very aware of what I’m 
eating. U nfortunately, I’ve 
sometimes strayed from 
following what I should be 
doing, and it really showed 
on my latest two checkups.

So  a few weeks ago I 
made the decision to over-
haul my daily routine. N o 
more salty snacks and just 
an occasional serving of 
rice or pasta.

It’s made a big differ-
ence in my blood glucose 
level. I feel a lot better and 
I also lost about 10 pounds.

Take my ex perience for 
what it’s worth. Remember, 
I’m not lecturing.

By Ken Francis
Contributing Writer

A  B ig Wi n F or  T axp aye r s
Last week, following 

months of negotiation and 
debate, President Trump’s 
One Big Beautiful Bill passed 
through the House of Repre-
sentatives and was signed into 
law.

While the Democrats 
and their allies in the main-
stream media launch desper-
ate attacks to downplay the 
achievements of this legisla-
tion, we’re here to give you 
the facts

This legislation delivers 
historic tax  relief for working 
Americans, and by voting 
against it –  Congressional 
Democrats voted in favor of 
the largest tax  hike in Amer-
ican history. The truth is, by 
passing this legislation Re-
publicans saved the average 
family in Minnesota’s Six th 
Congressional District from a 
$ 2,299 tax  increase

Another charge leveled 
by Democrats, including our 
failed Governor, is that our 
One Big Beautiful Bill will 
increase deficits. This is pa-
tently false. According to a 
recent report from the Coun-
cil of Economic Advisors, 
our One Big Beautiful Bill 
will cut deficits by roughly �2 
trillion while securing historic 
levels of mandatory savings

Finally, the most insid-
ious and cruel lie being told 
about this legislation con-
cerns Medicaid. Democrats 

have repeatedly claimed that 
our One Big Beautiful Bill 
will “ kick American families 
off Medicaid.”  Again, this is 
a lie. This legislation strength-
ens Medicaid for those who 
rely on it most while elim-
inating waste, fraud, and 
abuse in the system. By re-
moving illegal immigrants 
and enforcing commonsense 
work requirements, we are 
protecting Medicaid for the 
truly vulnerable.

I was proud to vote in 
favor of this historic legis-
lation which cuts tax es for 
working Americans, slashes 
deficits, and protects Med-
icaid for those who need it 
most. It’s a win for tax payers, 
workers, and Minnesotans. 
N ow that you know the facts 
about our One Big Beautiful 
Bill, we want to hear from 
you!

By Congressman 
Tom Emmer
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Cove r g en eral local n ews,  
ci ty  an d t own shi p meeti n g s,  
scho ol acti vi ti es an d mo re!
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Submitted Article

On J uly 4 at 06: 49 
a.m. Becker Police were 
dispatched to a fire at the 
Becker Athletic Complex , 
1295 Morning Dove Dr, 
Becker. U pon arrival, of-
ficers located two portable 
toilets and a shed on fire. 
Becker Fire Department ar-
rived to extinguish the fire, 
however the portable toi-
lets, shed and contents were 
a complete loss. 

The Becker Police 
Department investigated 
the fire and learned that an 
adult male and adult female 

had lit several fireworks in 
the portable toilets, which 
then caught fire and subse-
quently started the shed on 
fire. Long form complaint 
requests have been sent to 
the Sherburne County At-
torney’s Office for arson 
and criminal damage to 
property for both adults. 
N o names will be released 
at this time, pending formal 
complaints by the Sher-
burne County Attorney.

“ The senseless actions 
by two individuals on the 
4th of J uly resulted in a 
great loss to our commu-
nity,”  said Becker Chief of 

Police, Chris Lindbloom. 
“ The portable toilets for use 
by the community enjoy-
ing our great parks and the 
youth baseball shed, which 
contained all the equipment 
needed to provide youth 
baseball and t-ball enrich-
ment activities for hundreds 
of Becker youth. I am proud 
of our community for finan-
cially supporting the Becker 
Y outh Baseball Associa-
tion so they can replace lost 
equipment and continue to 
serve our community.”

New charges for fire that 
destroyed BAC shed

By Mary Nehring, 
Contributing Writer

The quarterly meeting 
of the CVBC ( Clear Valley 
Business Connections)  was 
held J uly 10, 2025 at Clear-
water RV Park. The RV 
park is under new owner-
ship by J ody and J im Streit.

Lunch was provided by 
Clear Valley Business Con-
nections. 

The meeting was called 
to order by president Leigh 
Holman. An update on the 
annual business ex po held 
Sunday, May 4 at Clear-
water Legion was given by 
CVBC Vice President Mor-
gan N icka.

An update was given 
from K imberlie Gramsey, 
Clearwater Community 
Development Specialist. 
An update was also given 
by Clear Lake City Council 
Member, Sabrina Miller. 

Becky Aanerud of Tri 
County Alliance Church 
gave an update on the Wel-
come-to-the-Community 
packets. Local businesses 
donate items and bags are 
distributed to new residents. 

Discussion was held 
regarding many activities 
happening in Clearwater 

this summer. Clear Val-
ley Business Connection 
sponsors a weekly farmers 
market held every Friday 
from 3 to 6 p.m. during the 
months of J une, J uly and 
August in the parking lot of 
Rejoice Lutheran Church 
at 1155 Co. Rd 75 N W in 
Clearwater. 

Discussion was held 
about upcoming events in 
Clearwater. Clear Valley 
Business Connection also 
hosts several Music in the 
Park events during the 
summer. U pcoming live 
music events take place at 
Eldorado Park, 8 00 K elsey 
Ave. in Clearwater. The 

nex t music event will be 
held Thurs., J uly 31 from 6 
p.m. to 8 p.m. and will fea-
ture +ighway 23. The final 
live music event will take 
place Thurs., Aug. 21 with 
Singleton Street taking the 
stage from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
All are welcome and peo-
ple are encouraged to bring 
a chair or blanket. Food 
and beverages are for sale 
by local Clearwater Y outh 
groups. 

There was discussion 
about the annual Clearwa-
ter Heritage Festival, which 
is coming up at the end of 
J uly. The popular annual 
event is sponsored by the 

Clearwater Lions and local 
businesses. Events will take 
place J uly 28  thru August 2, 
2025. The parade will take 
place Fri., Aug. 1 at 6 p.m. 
on Main Street in Clearwa-
ter. Live music will be pro-
vided by K at Blue at Lions 
Park from 7 to 10 p.m. and 
fireworks will follow at 
dusk at Lions Park. A new 
feature offered this year 
will be a shuttle service be-
tween Saturday events. 

For more information, 
visit:  www.clearwaterheri-
tagefestival.com.

NEW OWNERS OF CLEARWATER RV PARK Jody and Jim Streit, hosted the CVBC quarterly 
meeting Thursday, July 10. (Patriot Photo by Mary Nehring).

CVBC hosts quarterly meeting 
at Clearwater RV Park

By Maria Moore, 
Contributing Writer

The Santiago Town-
ship board meeting took 
place on J uly 9 and the 
following topics were dis-
cussed — Sheriff’s Report, 
road report, and solar pan-
els. 

Sher if f ’ s R epor t
There were a total of 

63 calls for service. Two 
of those were for disturbing 
the peace and one was for a 
stolen vehicle. 

R oad  R epor t
A motion passed 

during the road report to 
approve the Aztec Seal 
and Coat micro seal. Ditch 
mowing was done as well 
as the removal of downed 
trees. There was discus-
sion about the road on 59th 
Street. The Twp had de-
bates over whether to use 
Class 5 or to use crushed 
concrete. The problem with 
crushed concrete is that 
it will wash away in the 
rain. Other roads need to 
be tended to first before the 
59th Street road is worked 
on. However, the road will 
have gravel put on it so it 
goes higher than the cul-
vert. 

Sol ar  P anels
The meeting ended 

with more talk on solar 
panels. It was brought to 
the board’s attention that 
the panels can cause fungus 
to grow on vegetables that 
are nearby. As of now, the 
board cannot stop owners 
from putting in solar pan-
els on their property. There 
are concerns with how new 
solar panels are and the 
negative effects it may have 
on the earth in the future.

Road Work 
the Main 
Topic at 

Santiago 
Township

Looking to 
advertise? 

Call 
763.275.0275 

today!



Area News

15920 Hwy. 10, Becker • 763-262-0871

Call today for a free estimate!
24/7 Service • Emergency #: 320.267.1855

Visit us online: wruckexcavating.com

Wruck Excavating Inc. — 
Your trusted septic experts

• Septic system design & installation
• Septic Tank & Drain Field Repair
• Routine Maintenance & emergency Services
• Pipe Replacement

Sv i h el V eg etable Farm
6 Mi. S of Foley or 10 mi. N of Becker on Hwy 25 & Duelm Rd

Open 7am - 7pm

FRESH PICKED or pick your own

Stop By 
Today!

RASPBERRIES

New potatoes, 
green beans ASAP Pu mpi n g  Servi ce

• Commercial septic Pumping
• Residential Septic Tank Pumping 
• Holding Tanks• Routine Maintenance
• Tank Compliance• Emergency Service

Call 
7 6 3  4 1 5- 03 1 9

Serving Becker, Big Lake, Elk 
River and Surrounding Area

Emergency 
Service!

FORMERLY T&R MEATS

Stop in for delicious, fresh meat 
for summer cookouts!

• Steaks • Pork Chops • Brats 
• Hot Dogs • Hamburgers 
• Chicken • Roasts • Salads & More!

Processing & recipes remain the same

We slaughter in-house
Call to book an appointment!

105 Pine St., Clearwater • 320-558-6390
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Tues., July 29 
thru Sun., 

Aug. 3rd, 2025

112th ANNUAL

FREE SHUTTLES FROM 
SAUK RAPIDS VFW EVERY 

HALF HOUR

FREE
FAIR

1 4 1 0 3 RD AV E S,  SAUK RAPIDS
3 20- 253 - 56 4 9

view daily fair schedule: www.bentonfairmn.com

NEW FOR 2025
• JURASSIC KINGDOM W/MINI GOLF
• MUSIC BINGO IN BEER GARDENS
• BLOODY MARY BAR
• NEW FOOD VENDORS 

• KIDS PEDAL PULL
• TALENT SHOW

DENNIS BLOOM 
612-323-5313  or  batfreemn@yahoo.com

• BAT PROOFING • ATTIC RESTORATION

ON THE WEB AT: WWW.BATFREE.NET

DENNIS BLOOM
612-323-5313 or batfreemn@yahoo.com

Adhesives, Aerosols, Automotive Chemicals (NO MOTOR OIL), 
Batteries, Car Batteries, Cleaners, Fuels (Gasoline, Diesel, 
etc.), Fluorescent bulbs, Fire Extinguishers, Garden Chemicals, 
Mercury, Mothballs, Paints, Poisons, Pool/Spa Chemicals, 1lb 
Propane Tanks, Roofing Tar, Sealers, Solvents 

** Child Car Seats accepted at Elk River Events ONLY**

Agricultural Pesticides
Pre-registered farmers may bring their unwanted
agricultural pesticides to these collection events for free
disposal. For transportation planning purposes, pre-
registration is required by calling Maureen Mossak at
763-765-4457 to inventory the amount of agricultural
pesticides being delivered for disposal. Please be aware
that we will refuse to accept pesticide rinsate, empty
containers, fertilizers, crop oil, spread/stickers, foam
makers, seed dye and inoculants. There is a 300 lb. limit
and anything over 300 lbs. will be charged a fee for
disposal. Residential Households do not need to pre-
register.Funded by MPCA SCORE Grant Dollars

LocationTimeDate

Santiago Township Hall, 16943 20th St SE, Santiago2pm - 5pmWednesday, July 23

Sherburne County Public Works, 12950 7th Ave S, Zimmerman 2pm - 5pmTuesday, August 12

Big Lake Township, 21960 County Rd 5 NW, Big Lake2pm - 5pmWednesday, September 17

Sherburne County Fairgrounds, 13372 Business Center Drive, Elk River (enter across from YMCA) 2pm - 5pmFriday, September 26

Sherburne County Fairgrounds, 13372 Business Center Drive, Elk River (enter across from YMCA) 9am - 12pmSaturday, September 27

Events are FREE for all Sherburne County Residents (I.D. Required) 

HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE
RESIDENTIAL COLLECTION EVENTS

ACCEPTED ITEMS

Questions: Contact Maureen Mossak with the Sherburne County Zoning Dept.
at 763-765-4457 or Maureen.Mossak@co.sherburne.mn.us

NOT ACCEPTED
Appliances, Asbestos Containing Items, Business Waste, 
Commercial Waste, Demolition Debris, Electronics, 
Explosives, Furniture, Tires, Household Garbage, Medical 
Waste, Motor Oil and Antifreeze, Pharmaceutical Waste, 
Unknown items, NO DRUMS

For Used Motor oil and Antifreeze disposal collection site please visit: 
https://eastsideoilcompanies.com/self-serve-drop-off.html

628 Roosevelt Rd., Suite 101
St. Cloud, MN 56301

320-774-3789

Accepting all major insurance including Medicare.

www .eaof cm.com

Having eye problems? We can help!

Specializing in:
• Cataracts

• Glaucoma

• Dry Eyes

“Dr. Gossman did an amazing job with 
my cataract surgery. I would highly 
recommend him!” 
— Mike Nehring, Cataract Surgery patient

• Diabetic Eye   

   Disease

• Macular 

   Degeneration

• Blurred Vision

• All Other Eye 

   Disorders

• Routine Eye Exams

Schedule your 
life-changing 

experience 
now!

Dr. Gossman has decades of experience & extensive training & expertise!

Dr. Mitchell 
Gossman

Dr. Melanie 
Thares

320-760-7280

WWWWWW..FFOOUURRSSEEAASSOONNSSBBUUIILLDDEERRSSMMNN..CCOOMMWWW.FOURSEASONSBUILDERSMN.COM

MN BC808177

ROOFING
SIDING

WINDOWS
GUTTERS

Keller Lake Commons in Big Lake, now an Assisted Living Community 
offering full apartments ranging from 644 to 956 square feet. Cable is included in rents 

for private pay and housing support (formerly known as GRH) renters. Accepting EW and 
CADI. For more information please contact Nicole Gilder, Housing Director at 

763-263-2363 or check us out online at www.kellerlakecommons.com

Quality Building Supplies 
at Affordable Prices

Since 1975

BOOK YOUR ORDER!

Call for a FREE estimate
117th Ave., Milaca

(north end of Milaca off Central Ave)

BUILDING
$PECIAL$

320-983-6304 •1-800-818-1846

LATCHAM-LIND LUMBER &
POST FRAME BUILDINGS

BIG LAKE POLICE OFFI-
CER AUTUMN HANSON re-
sponded to a personal injury 
accident on Co. Rd. 43 just 
North of the City of Big Lake 
Tuesday. As her bodycam 
depicts in the above photos, 
the vehicle was engulfed in 
smoke and fire and Hanson 
acted quickly to extricate the 
driver from the vehicle. Han-
son helped the driver out of 
the vehicle through the rear 
passenger door within min-
utes of it going up in flames. 
The driver sustained very 
minor injuries from the crash 
and Hanson was not hurt in 
the incident. (Submitted Pho-
tos).

BL Officer saves trapped driver in vehicle



car. BLPD was first on the 
scene with the officer (+an-
son) risking her life to free 
the driver. 

+edstrom arrived with 
the driver and police officer 
on the side of the road with 
the ambulance in route. (n-
gine 22 arrived along with 
tender two whose crews 
extinguished the flames 
in the car and surrounding 
grass area. The scene was 
complicated by leaking fuel 
that kept igniting, but was 
eventually put out with dry 
chemical fire extinguishers.

“2ur hats off to the Big 
Lake Police Department for 
their Tuick actions and sav-
ing this driver as it could’ve 
been much worse,” said 
+edstrom. .

“Teamwork and co-

operation is the backbone 
to our first responding 
system,” he continued. 
“,t starts with the person 
calling dispatch and giv-
ing accurate information, 
dispatch getting the proper 

people to the scene and to 
the first responders, on the 
scene,  doing their Mob and 
mitigating the best possible 
outcome for the situation at 
hand.” 

For your convenience we accept:
Classified Ad Deadline is 11 AM WEDNESDAY
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Classifieds
A N N O U N C EMEN T S
I  H A VE T H E EP ST EI N  L I ST . Amuse 
yourself with these before , send you a copy. 
Please playlist these� My keto diet went to 
pot <ouTube (mcn)

A U T O MO B I L ES
G O T  A N  U N W A N T ED  C A R ? ? ?  D O -
N A T E I T  T O  P A T R I O T I C  H EA R T S.
)ast free pick up. Patriotic +earts’ programs 
help veterans find work or start their own 
business. Call 24�7: 1-833-48�-1046. (mcn)

G et a br eak  o n y o ur  tax es!  Donate your car, 
truck, or S8V to assist the blind and visually 
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost vehicle 
pickup and secure a generous tax credit for 
202�. Call +eritage for the Blind Today at 
1-8�� �77-7030 today� (mcn)

D o nate y o ur  car ,  tr uck ,  bo at,  R V and  
mo r e to  suppo r t o ur  v eter ans!  Schedule 
a )AST, )R(( vehicle pickup and receive 
a top tax deduction� Call Veteran Car Dona-
tions at 1-888-42�-2331 today� (mcn)

C A B L E/ I N T ER N ET
A F F O R D A B L E T V &  I N T ER N ET . ,f 
you are overpaying for your service, call now 
for a free Tuote and see how much you can 
save� 1-833-472-7��4. (mcn)

D I R EC T V- A ll y o ur  enter tainment. N o th-
ing  o n y o ur  r o o f !  Sign up for Directv and get 
your first three months of Max, Paramount�, 
Showtime, Starz, M*M� and Cinemax in-
cluded. Choice package �84.���mo. Some 
restrictions apply. Call D,R(CTV 1-866-
2�6-140�. (mcn)

F I N A N C I A L
I nf latio n is at 4 0 -y ear  hig hs. I nter est r ates 
ar e way  up. Credit Cards. Medical Bills. Car 
Loans. Do you have �10k or more in debt" 
Call 1AT,21AL D(BT R(L,() and find 
out how to pay off your debt for significantly 
less than what you owe� )R(( Tuote: Call 
1-866-��2-064�. (mcn)

H EA L T H  &  MED I C A L
F inally ... A  G entle W ay  to  Slim D o wn 
and  F eel A mazing  These � natural foods 
help burn fat, balance hormones, and boost 
energy— no dieting, Must real results. )ree 
report: www.nutritiondonuts.com (mcn)

A T T EN T I O N  O X Y G EN  T H ER A P Y  
U SER S� Discover 2xygen Therapy That 
Moves with <ou with ,nogen Portable 2x-
ygen Concentrators. )R(( information kit. 
Call 1-833-6�0-��16. (mcn)

D EN T A L  I N SU R A N C E f r o m P hy sicians 
Mutual I nsur ance C o mpany . Coverage for 
400 plus procedures. Real dental insurance 
-12T Must a discount plan. Do not wait� Call 
now� *et your )R(( Dental ,nformation Kit 
with all the details� 1-8��-�73-�17� www.
dental�0plus.com�midwest �62�8 (mcn)

P o r table O x y g en C o ncentr ato r  May  B e 
C o v er ed  by  Med icar e!  Reclaim indepen-

dence and mobility with the compact design 
and long-lasting battery of ,nogen 2ne. )ree 
information kit� Call 844-716-2411. (mcn)

ST O P  O VER P A Y I N G  F O R  H EA L T H  
I N SU R A N C E� A recent study shows that a 
maMority of people struggle to pay for health 
coverage. Let us show you how much you 
can save. Call 1ow for a no-obligation Tuote: 
1-888-772-84�4. <ou will need to have your 
zip code to connect to the right provider. 
(mcn)

H O ME SER VI C ES
D o n’ t P ay  F o r  C o v er ed  H o me R epair s 
A g ain!  2ur home warranty covers ALL 
MAJ2R S<ST(MS A1D APPL,A1C(S. 
:e stand by our service and if we can’t fix 
it, we’ll replace it� Pick the plan that fits your 
budget� Call: 1-833-816-2128. (mcn)

A G I N G  R O O F ?  N EW  H O MEO W N ER ?  
ST O R M D A MA G E?  <ou need a local ex-
pert provider that proudly stands behind their 
work. )ast, free estimate. )inancing avail-
able. Call 1-833-88�-4410. +ave zip code of 
property ready when calling� (mcn)

W A T ER  D A MA G E C L EA N U P  &  R ES-
T O R A T I O N :  A small amount of water can 
lead to maMor damage in your home. 2ur 
trusted professionals do complete repairs to 
protect your family and your home’s value� 
Call 24�7: 1-833-87�-1480. +ave zip code of 
service location ready when you call� (mcn)

MI SC EL L A N EO U S
R each o v er  1 .5  millio n ho mes f o r  just 
$ 2 4 9 !  Advertise your business or item with a 
classified ad in the Midwest )ree Community 
Papers. Simple, cost-effective, and powerful. 
2ne call, and you’re done� Boost your visi-
bility now� 888-8��-6327. (mcn)

SunSetter . A mer ica’ s N umber  O ne A w-
ning !  ,nstant shade at the touch of a button. 
Transform your deck or patio into an outdoor 
oasis. 8p to 10-year limited warranty. Call 
now and SAV( �3�0 today� 1-8��-462-
2330. (mcn)

N EED  N EW  F L O O R I N G ?  Call today 
schedule a F R EE in-home estimate on Car-
peting & )looring. Call Today� 1-833-641-
6323. (mcn)

B A T H  &  SH O W ER  U P D A T ES in as lit-
tle as O N E D A Y !  Affordable prices - 1o 
payments for 18 months� Lifetime warranty 
& professional installs. Senior & Military 
Discounts available. Call: 1-833-787-0248 
(mcn)

I N J U R ED  I N  A N  A C C I D EN T ?  Don’t 
Accept the insurance company’s first offer. 
Many inMured parties are entitled to cash set-
tlements in the �1000’s. *et a free evaluation 
to see what your case is really worth. 100� 
)ree (valuation. Call 1ow: 1-833-87�-1�34. 
(mcn)

Y O U  MA Y  Q U A L I F Y  for disability bene-

fits if you have are between �2-63 years old 
and under a doctor’s care for a health con-
dition that prevents you from working for a 
year or more. Call now� 1-833-641-677�. 
(mcn)

P r epar e f o r  po wer  o utag es to d ay  with a 
G ener ac H o me Stand by  G ener ato r . Act 
now to receive a )R(( �-<ear warranty with 
Tualifying purchase. Call 1-877-228-�78� 
today to schedule a free Tuote. ,t’s not Must a 
generator. ,t’s a power move. (mcn)

N o  mo r e cleaning  o ut g utter s. G uar an-
teed !  Leaf)ilter is the most advanced gut-
ter protection for your home, backed by a 
no-clog guarantee and lifetime transferrable 
warranty. Call today 1-8��-�77-1268 to 
schedule a )R(( inspection and no obliga-
tion estimate. Plus get 20� off� Seniors and 
military save an additional 10�. Restrictions 
apply, see representative for warranty and 
offer details. (mcn)

Saf e Step. N o r th A mer icas # 1  W alk -I n 
T ub. Comprehensive lifetime warranty. 
Top-of-the-line installation and service. 1ow 
featuring our )R(( shower package and 
�1600 2ff for a limited time� Call today� 
)inancing available. Call Safe Step 1-844-
2�0-�083. (mcn)

T he bathr o o m o f  y o ur  d r eams in as lit-
tle as 1  d ay . Limited Time 2ffer - �1000 
off or 1o Payments and 1o ,nterest for 18 
months for customers who Tualify. BC, Bath 
& Shower. Many options available. 4uality 
materials & professional installation. Senior 
& Military Discounts Available. Call Today� 
1-833-618-1178. (mcn)

R eplace y o ur  r o o f  with the best lo o k ing  
and  lo ng est lasting  mater ial steel f r o m 
Er ie Metal R o o f s!  Three styles and mul-
tiple colors available. *uaranteed to last a 
lifetime� Limited Time 2ffer- up to �0� off 
installation � Additional 10� off install (for 
military, health workers & 1st responders.) 
Call (rie Metal Roofs: 1-844-�07-2386. 
(mcn)

O v er  $ 5 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  in timeshar e d ebt and  
f ees cancelled  in 2 0 1 9 . *et free informa-
tional package and learn how to get rid of 
your timeshare� )ree consultations. 2ver 4�0 
positive reviews. Call 877-326-1608. (mcn)

W A N T  T O  B U Y
C A SH  P A I D  F O R  H I G H -EN D  MEN ’ S 
SP O R T  W A T C H ES!  Rolex, Breitling, 
2mega, Patek Philippe, +euer, Daytona, 
*MT, Submariner and Speedmaster. Call 
1-833-641-6646. (mcn)

W E B U Y  VI N T A G E G U I T A R S!  Look-
ing for 1�20-1�80 *ibson, Martin, )ender, 
*retsch, (piphone, *uild, Mosrite, Ricken-
backer, Prairie State, D’Angelico, Stromberg. 
And *ibson Mandolins � BanMos. 1-833-641-
7028. (mcn)

Minnesota Newspaper Association Classifieds

                                     Week of July 20, 2025             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

MISCELLANEOUS

        
MISCELLANEOUSWANTED TO BUY

WANTED: 
ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES

Running or not. Titled or not. Will pick 
up. Cash in exchange. Sell now before 
prices fall. Call Dan at 612/720-2142

WE BUY HOUSES 
for cash AS IS! No repairs. No fuss. 
Any condition. Easy three step 
process: Call, get cash off er and get 
paid. Get your fair cash off er today by 
calling Liz Buys Houses: 844/978-0683

DON’T LET THE STAIRS 
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY!

Discover the ideal solution for any-
one who struggles on the stairs, is 
concerned about a fall or wants to 
regain access to their entire home. 
Call AmeriGlide today! 866/852-5506

GET DISH 
SATELLITE TV + INTERNET!

Free install, free HD-DVR 
upgrade, 80,000 on-demand movies,
plus limited time up to $600 
In gift cards. Call today! 855/562-4309

GET BOOST INFINITE! 
Unlimited talk, text and data for just 
$25/mo! The power of 3 5G networks, one 
low price! Call today and get the latest 
iPhone every year on us! 855/849-6621

SAFE STEP
North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. 
Comprehensive lifetime warranty.
Top-of-the-line installation and ser-
vice. Now featuring our FREE shower
package and $1,600 off  for a 
limited time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 833/966-3882

GET A BREAK ON YOUR TAXES!
Donate your car, truck, or SUV to 
assist the blind and visually 
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost 
vehicle pickup and secure a generous 
tax credit for 2025. Call Heritage for 
the Blind Today at 844/220-9501 today!

Advertise here statewide 
in 200+ newspapers for 

only $279 per week! 
Call 612-332-8844

Your ad here! 
Only $279 to reach a statewide audience of 

1.3 million readers!!!   612-332-8844

OUTDOOR FURNACES NO-
TICE - Outdoor furnace, parts 
and supplies are in high de-
mand and have limited avail-
ability. With approximate lead 
times of about 8 months, plan 
and look ahead. Reserve now 
to have one to install for this 
summer or fall installation. We 
feature Central Boiler furnaces 
and products for complete in-
stallation. We have financing 
available, and up to a $2,000 
tax credit available on select 
models. Reserve today. Call 
or go online, 763-972-6255; 
classactfurnace.com.       ________________________

Outdoor Furnaces

220 USED CARS to choose 
from. We also BUY used cars. 
Guaranteed Approval! Morrie’s 
Auto Connection, 559 Hwy 10, 
St. Cloud (next to the red barn 
Dairy Queen). 320-229-1900. 
Apply online at: 
www.MorriesAutoConnection.com
________________________

Used Cars

To place your ad, call 763.275.0275 or stop by our office at 
14054 Bank Street, Becker • Website: www.patriotnewsmn.com

HANSON PAVING. Residen-
tial & commercial. Driveways, 
parking lots, asphalt, paving & 
asphalt patchwork. No job too 
small. Call for a free estimate 
at 320-259-7874 office. 3636 
Quail Rd., Sauk Rapids. We 
accept Visa & Mastercard. 
www.hansonpaving,com
_______________________

Asphalt/Blacktop

JULY 24TH: 10 AM – 6 PM, 
JULY 25TH: 10 AM – 6 PM, 
JULY 26TH: 9 AM – 5 PM 
Location:    2213 145th Av-
enue, Clear Lake, MN 55319.
Furniture, household items/
decor, craft materials and so 
much more!
_______________________

Garage Sale

MURPHY
CHEVROLET

New & Used Cars & Trucks
(320) 968-6239

www.murphychevrolet.com

Automotive

TOTAL LAWN CARE, INC. 
Locally owned & operated 
since 1985. Fertilization, core 
aeration, guaranteed control 
of: weeds, crabgrass, mos-
quitoes, ants/ticks/spiders, 
grubworms and Emerald Ash 
Borer. Experience the differ-
ence. 320-685-4131. 
www.totallawn.us
________________________

Lawn Care

HASSAN SAND & GRAVEL 
has a large selection of dec-
orative rock, pulverized & 
screened topsoil, all types 
of driveway aggregates, 
wood & rubber mulch, land-
scape supplies, play/volley-
ball/mason sand, fieldstone 
boulders, steps & natural 
quarry stone, synthetic turf 
products. M-F 7am-4pm & 
Sat, 7am-noon. 13530 Wil-
liamdale Rd., Rogers. 763-
428-2393. 
www.HassanSand.com
Clip this ad & save $20 off 
your purchase of $100 or 

more! Exp. 10/20/25

Landscaping

AT PLAZA BONANZA,  
Where business prospers! 
12392 Pleasant Ave., Becker, 
MN 612-735-7585.
________________________

Office Space 
For Lease!

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 612/332-8844.  Thank you.

MDAN

2x4
2x8

2x2

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 7/20/2025 Central

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 612/332-8844.  Thank you.

MDAN

2x4
2x8

2x2

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 7/20/2025 Central

A HOUSEFIRE ON MEADOW AVE. gave the Big Lake Fire-
fighting crews plenty to handle in Monday’s busy night and 
morning. (Submitted Photo).

FIRE
from  page 1

GRRL
from  page 1

be submitted digitally by 
email to communications@
grrl.lib. mn.us.

*reat River Regional 
Library (*RRL) provides 
library services at 32 public 
libraries and one to-go sys-
tem in Benton, Morrison, 
Sherburne, Stearns, Todd, 
and :right Counties. *R-
RL2*2 is a locker system 
that allows you to pick up 
items at the Sartell Commu-
nity Center. *RRL supplies 
the residents of Central 
Minnesota with nearly one 
million books, CDs and 
DVDs, 2�0 public com-
puters, programming, and 
information services.

Submitted Article

The Sherburne County 
+istorical Society is 
pleased to announce that it 
has received a ��,��� Min-
nesota +istorical and Cul-
tural +eritage *rant.

This funding will be 
used to complete a his-
toric building condition 
assessment, by a historic 
architect, for the +erbert 
M. )ox +ouse, a 1ational 
Register of +istoric Places 
building located on the oak 
savanna prairie grounds of 
the Sherburne +istory Cen-
ter in Becker.

The building needs 
restoration and repair and a 
historic buildings condition 
assessment will provide in-
formation and a priority list 
to create a phased building 
rehabilitation plan in the 
future - according to 1a-
tional Register guidelines. 
The condition assessment 
will be completed by June 
2026.

The )ox +ouse has a 
uniTue building style of 
vertical wooden planks 
as its only means of sup-
port, which is unusual in 
Minnesota and may be the 
only example of this build-
ing method. There are no 
studs or corner posts to 
hold the building up. The 
vertical planks fit into an 
indentation in the sill and 
the Àooring on the second 
Àoor is attached to the ver-
tical planks. :indows and 
doors were cut and framed 
after the walls were built.

This farmhouse was 
in the oak savanna area 
of Santiago Township, 
Sherburne County, until 
the land was incorporated 
into the Sherburne 1a-
tional :ildlife Refuge 
in the 1�60s. Because of 
impending flooding, the 
)ox +ouse was slated for 
demolition until the un-
usual construction method 
was discovered. To save 
the house it needed to be 
moved elsewhere and an 
application for the 1ational 
Register of +istoric Places 
was approved in 1�81. The 
house was moved to where 

the Sherburne County +is-
torical Society building 
was located on the edge 
of the City of Becker, near 
8.S. +wy. 10.

:hen the new Sher-
burne +istory Center 
building was constructed in 
200�-2006, the )ox +ouse 
was moved to the oak sa-
vanna portion of the prop-
erty and a new application 
for the 1ational Register 
of +istoric Places was ap-
proved.

The Sherburne +istory 
Center is located at 1077� 
27th Avenue S(, Becker, 
M1 ��308 and specializes 
in the history of Sherburne 
County through museum 
exhibitions, a reference 
library, an archives and a 
Legacy Trail with historic 
structures. ,t is open Tues-
day - )riday: 10 a.m. - � 
p.m., Saturday: � a.m. ± 4 
p.m. The Sherburne +is-
tory Center is also currently 
showing the award-win-
ning exhibition: Life on the 
(dge. )or more informa-
tion contact the Sherburne 
+istory Center at www.
sherb urnehistory center.org
or (763) 261-4433.

Minnesota +istori-
cal and Cultural +eritage 
*rants are administered 
by the Minnesota +istor-
ical Society based on the 
recommendations of its 
+istoric Resources Advi-
sory Committee, a volun-
teer citizen panel made up 
of representatives of local, 
county and statewide his-
torical and cultural organi-
zations across the state.

The grants program is 
made possible by the Leg-
acy Amendment’s Arts and 
Cultural +eritage )und 
through the vote of Min-
nesotans on 1ov. 4, 2008. 
The Legacy Amendment 
supports efforts to preserve 
Minnesota land, water and 
legacy, including Minne-
sota history and cultural 
heritage.

SCHS awarded 
a Legacy Grant

Submitted Article

Last week, the Pa-
triot ran an article on Allie 
Cross being an ATuaten-
nial candidate in this 
year’s event. This week, 
the Patriot was informed 
the dates included in the 
article were from last year. 
The following information 
is the correct info. The Pa-
triot regrest this unfortante 
arror.

Candidate week starts 
Tuesday, July 22 and goes 
through Saturday the 26th.

The meet the candi-
dates event and grand day 
parade are on :ednesday, 
July 23.

The week wraps up 
with coronation on Satur-
day, July 26.

The times and loca-
tions of these events are 
all still the same from the 
original article. 

CORRECTION:  
Wrong 
Aquatennial 
dates 

Submitted Article

Despite the expan-
sion of access to high-
speed internet throughout 
the country, there are still 
“dead spots” that are either 
unserved or underserved 
in the ability to have ade-
Tuate download and upload 
speeds to have internet ac-
cess or being able to stream 
video channels.

The Minnesota Depart-
ment of (mployment and 
(conomic Development has 
a Broadband Line (xten-
sion Connection Program 
designed for individuals 
to submit applications for 
grants. The purpose of pro-
gram is to award grants for 
the extension of existing 
broadband infrastructure 
to unserved locations, such 
as a handful of homes in 
low-density population 
areas.

Residential properties 
or businesses in locations 
that lack a wired internet 
connection to speeds at or 
above 2� Mbps download 
and three Mbps upload can 
submit their address for con-
sideration in the application 
process.

To learn more about 
the program and to submit 
an application for inclusion 
in the program, go here: 
mn.gov/deed/p rograms-ser-
vices/br oadband/ ex tension/. 

To test one’s upload 
and download speeds, go 
here: www.spe edtest.net.

Grants 
Available 
For Low-

Speed 
Internet 

Areas
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Public Notices

Community newspapers cannot 
survive without their advertisers. 
Support them by shopping local.

ST A T E O F  MI N N ESO T A
D I ST R I C T  C O U R T

C O U N T Y  O F  SH ER B U R N E
T EN T H  JU D I C I A L  D I ST R I C T

I N F O R MA L  P R O B A T E
C ou r t F ile N o.:  71- P R -25- 84
I n R e the Estate o f  K enneth L  
Swanson  D eceased .

N O T I C E O F  I N F O R MA L  
P R O B A T E O F  WI L L  A N D  A P -
P O I N T MEN T  O F  P ER SO N A L  
R EP R ESEN T A T I VE A N D  N O -
T I C E T O  C R ED I T O R S.

TO ALL IN TERESTED 
PERSON S AN D CREDITORS:  

N otice is hereby given that an 
application for informal probate 
of the above-named Decedent’s 
Last Will dated May 4, 2022, has 
been filed with the Probate Regis-
trar, and the application has been 
granted. N otice is also given that 
the Probate Registrar has infor-
mally appointed the following:  
Barb Leeman, 20645 18 7th Av-
enue N W Big Lake MN  55309 
as personal representative of the 
Estate of the Decedent. Any heir, 
devisee or other interested person 
may be entitled to appointment as 
personal representative, or may 
object to the appointment of the 
personal representative. U nless 
objections are filed pursuant to 
Minn. Stat. §  524.3-607, and 
the court otherwise orders, the 
personal representative has full 
power to administer the Estate, 
including, after 30 days from the 
date of issuance of letters, the 
power to sell, encumber, lease or 
distribute real estate. 

Any objections to the probate 
of the Will, or to the appointment 
of the personal representative, 
must be filed with this court, and 
will be heard by the court after the 
filing of an appropriate petition 
and proper notice of hearing.

N otice Is also given that, sub-
ject to Minn. Stat § 524.3-801, all 
creditors having claims against the 
Estate are required to present the 
claims to the personal representa-
tive or to the Court Administrator 
within four ( 4)  months after the 
date of this N otice, or the claims 
will be barred.
Dated:  J une 27, 2025.
/ s/  Pamela K reier, 
Probate Registrar
/ s/  K atrese Ringham 
Court Administrator
A ttorney  f or P etitioner:
TY LER J AMES 
WESSMAN -CON ROY  
Attorney License N o.:  403791 
CON ROY  LAW OFFICE LTD 
261 EAST BROADWAY  ST 
PO BOX  999 
MON TICELLO, MN  55362 
Telephone:  763-295-6667 
E-Mail:  
ty ler@conroy lawoffice.com.
( Published in the P atriot :  
07/ 12/ 25, 07/ 19/ 25) .
___________________________

O f f ice of  the Minnesot a 
Secr etar y of  State

A ssumed  N ame /  A mend ment 
to A ssumed  N ame 

M innesota St atutes, C hapt er 333 
T he f iling  o f  an assumed  

name d o es no t pr o v id e a user  
with ex clusiv e r ig hts to  that 
name. T he f iling is r eq uir ed  f or  
co nsumer  pr o tectio n in o r d er  
to  enable custo mer s to  be able 
to  id entif y  the tr ue o wner  o f  a 
business.
ASSU MED N AME:
B r uening B ack  80
PRIN CIPAL PLACE OF BU SI-
N ESS:  13929 12T H  ST  
C L EA R  L A K E MN  55319- 9759  
U nited  States
N AMEHOLDER( S) :  
B r uening B ack  80 L L C
ADDRESS:  1 3 9 2 9  1 2 T H  ST  
C L EA R  L A K E MN  55319- 9759  
U nited  States

This certificate is an 
amendment of Certificate of 
Assumed N ame File N umber:  
148 6713300021 Originally filed 
on:  8/ 12/ 2024.

I, the undersigned, certify 
that I am signing this document 
as the person whose signature is 
required, or as agent of the per-
son(s) whose signature would 
be required who has authorized 

me to sign this document on his/
her behalf, or in both capacities. 
I further certify that I have com-
pleted all required fields, and that 
the information in this document 
is true and correct and in compli-
ance with the applicable chapter 
of Minnesota Statutes. I under-
stand that by signing this docu-
ment I am subject to the penalties 
of perjury as set forth in Section 
609.48 as ifl had signed this doc-
ument under oath.
SIGN ED BY :  J ef f r ey  P . C lancy  
( O n behalf  o f  Stacey  B r uening  
&  B r y an B r uening )  D ated :  0 7 -
09- 2025
MAILIN G ADDRESS:  
N on e P r ovi d ed
EMAIL FOR OFFICIAL 
N OTICES:  
staceyw asner @ yah oo.c om
Entities that ow n, lease, or  have  
any  f inancial inter est in ag r i-
cultur al land  or  land  capable of  
being f ar med  must r egi ster  with 
the MN  D ept. o f  A g r icultur e’ s 
C or por ate F ar m P r ogr am. D oe s 
this entity  o wn,  lease,  o r  hav e 
any  f inancial inter est in ag r i-
cultur al land  or  land  capable of  
being f ar med ? -  Y es.
W or k  I tem:  1568382400023
O r i g inal F i le N umbe r :  
1486713300021
STATE OF MIN N ESOTA
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY  
OF STATE
FILED
07/ 10/ 2025 1 1: 59 P M
/ s/  Steve Simon
Secretary of State
( Published in the P atriot :  
07/ 19/ 25, 07/ 26/ 25.)
___________________________

O f f ice of  the Minnesot a 
Secr etar y of  State

C er tif icate of  I ncor por ation
Minnesota Statutes, 

Chapter 333
T he f iling  o f  an assumed  

name d o es no t pr o v id e a user  
with ex clusiv e r ig hts to  that 
name. T he f iling is r eq uir ed  f or  
co nsumer  pr o tectio n in o r d er  
to  enable custo mer s to  be able 
to  id entif y  the tr ue o wner  o f  a 
business.

N ote:  lnformation provided 
when filing a business entity is 
public data and may be viewable 
online. This includes but is not 
limited to all individual names and 
addresses.
ASSU MED N AME:
P etr o B ook k eeping 
PRIN CIPAL PLACE OF BU SI-
N ESS:  1 8 7 4 1  9 3 r d  Str eet SE 
B eck er  MN  55308 U SA
N AMEHOLDER( S) :  
Shelly P etr o
ADDRESS:  1 8 7 4 1  9 3 r d  Str eet 
SE B eck er  MN  55308 U SA

I, the undersigned, certify 
that I am signing this document 
as the person whose signature is 
required, or as agent of the per-
son(s) whose signature would 
be required who has authorized 
me to sign this document on his/
her behalf, or in both capacities. 
I further certify that I have com-
pleted all required fields, and that 
the information in this document 
is true and correct and in compli-
ance with the applicable chapter 
of Minnesota Statutes. I under-
stand that by signing this docu-
ment I am subject to the penalties 
of perjury as set forth in Section 
609.48 as if I had signed this doc-
ument under oath.
SIGN ED BY :  Shelly P etr o
MAILIN G ADDRESS:  
N on e P r ovi d ed
EMAIL FOR OFFICIAL N O-
TICES:  
petr o book k eeping@ gm ail.com
W or k  I tem:  1566676300039
O r igi nal F ile N umber :  
1566676300039
STATE OF MIN N ESOTA
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY  
OF STATE
FILED
06/ 30/ 2025 1 1: 59 p .m.
/ s/  Steve Simon
Secretary of State
( Published in the P atriot :  
07/ 19/ 25, 07/ 26/ 25.)
___________________________

C I T Y  O F  B I G  L A K E, M I N N ESO T A
N O T I C E O F  P U B L I C  H EA R I N G  G R A N T I N G  O F  

B U SI N ESS SU B SI D Y
N OTICE IS HEREBY  GIVEN  that the J oint Powers Board of 

the City of Big Lake, Minnesota , and Big Lake Township , Min-
nesota will hold a public hearing at a special meeting of the J oint 
Powers Board beginning at 4: 00 p.m., on Wednesday, J uly 23, 2025, 
to be held in the City Hall Council Chambers, 160 Lake Street N orth, 
in Big Lake, Minnesota, at the request of J abro Big Lake, LLC ( the 
“ Company” )  in connection with the proposed construction of an ap-
prox imately 60,000 square foot manufacturing facility to be leased 
to M&M Precision Machining, IN C, and to grant financial assistance 
of $244,50 0.00 which is provided in the conveyance of property to 
the Company through a forgivable loan for the purchase price for the 
property identified as tax parcel number 65-00615-0110 ( the “ Prop-
erty” ) .  The J oint Powers Board will consider selling the Property 
which is jointly owned by the City of Big Lake, Minnesota and Big 
Lake Township, Minnesota for the sum of One and N o/ 100 Dollars 
( $ 1.00) , which is a business subsidy, in response to the proposed sale 
and development. The business subsidy will result in an increase of 
the tax  base of the City and provide employment opportunities in 
the City.

Information about the proposed business subsidy will be on file 
and available for public inspection in the office the City Clerk at 
City Hall.

A person with residence in or the owner of taxa ble property in 
the granting jurisdiction may file a written complaint with the City if 
the City fails to comply with Sections 116J .993 to 116J .995, and no 
action may be filed against the City for the failure to comply unless 
a written complaint is filed.

All interested persons may appear at the public hearing 
and present their views orally or in writing.  Anyone need-
ing reasonable accommodations or an interpreter should con-
tact the City Clerk’s office at City Hall, telephone 763-263-2107.
BY  ORDER OF THE CITY  COU N CIL
/ s/  Gina Wolbeck
Big Lake City Clerk
( Published in the P atriot:  07/ 19/ 25.)

OBITUARIES

Harry J ohn Gillham, 8 2 
of Monticello, passed away 
on J uly 4, 2025 on the family 
farm.

J ohn graduated 
from Monticello 
High School in 
1962. He mar-
ried Gloria 
( Hines)  from 
St. Cloud. 
Together they 
farmed and 
raised a son 
and a daugh-
ter. His love for 
his family was 
unconditional. J ohn 
and Gloria were mar-
ried for 59- 1/ 2 years.

He was preceded in death 
by his parents William and 
Ruby Gillham, brothers and 
sisters K aren, Tim and Billy.

He will be greatly missed 
by his wife Gloria;  son 

Heath ( Alicia)  and daughter 
Lacey ( Corey) ;  grandchil-
dren Mykenzie, Levi, Ash-
ley and Hunter ( Lynlee) ;  one 

great grandchild Tiago 
( eight months ) ;  

siblings Mike 
( Mary) , Cyn-
thia Gillham, 
K athy ( Alan)  
J ude, Mary 
J o ( Danny)  
Pribyl and 
sister-in-law 
Phyllis Gill-

ham.
V i s i t a t i o n 

will be held at St. 
Luke’s Catholic Church 

in Clearwater on J uly 25, 
2025. Visitation will be held 
from 9 to 11 with Mass to fol-
low. J ohn will be laid to rest at 
the St. Luke’s Cemetery.

H. John Gillham, 82
Monticello, MN

May 26, 1943 – July 4, 2025

Funeral Service will be 
11: 00 a.m. Friday, J uly 18 , 
2025 at South Santiago Lu-
theran Church for Terry J . 
Graning, age 74, of 
Clear Lake, who 
died Friday, J uly 
11, 2025 at 
her home sur-
rounded by 
her family. 
Rev. Allison 
Peterson will 
officiate and 
burial will be 
in the church 
cemetery. Visi-
tation will be from 
4-7 p.m. Thursday at 
Willliams Dingmann Family 
Funeral Home in Becker and 
one hour prior to the services 
on Friday at the church.

Terry was born J anuary 
17, 1951 in Minneapolis to 
J ohn George and Beverly 
Mae ( Anderson)  Gertz. She 
married Leonard Graning on 
May 20, 1972 at South San-
tiago Lutheran Church. Terry 
grew up in Minneapolis and 
lived in the Clear Lake area 
most of her life. She worked at 
Santiago State Bank and also 
Security Financial Bank in 
Monticello. Terry also worked 
for the Sherburne County 
Sheriff Department and Lange 
Board and Care Home. She 
was a member of South San-

tiago Lutheran Church. Terry 
enjoyed gardening, flowers, 
sewing and cooking. She was 
quick witted, good with num-

bers and a competitive, 
sassy person. Terry 

was a force to be 
reckoned with, 
opinionated, 
unfiltered, and 
never short on 
things to say. 
She definitely 
lived life loud!

Survivors 
include her hus-

band of 53 years, 
Leonard of Clear 

Lake;  children, K im 
( Scott)  Schmidt of Becker, 
K ris ( K ory)  Olson of Clear 
Lake, Adam ( Stephanie)  Gran-
ing of Fountain, CO, K elly 
( Isaac)  J ohnson of Becker;  sis-
ters, J ill ( Gary)  Cox  of Becker, 
Debbie Gertz of Houston, TX ;  
brother, Darryl Gertz of St. 
Paul;  grandchildren, Mason, 
Grace, Tyler, K ylie, Anna-
belle, Owen, J acob, Liam, 
N yanza and K yran;  great 
grandchildren, Oliver, Way-
lon, Liam, Luna, Hope and 
Hayden.

She was preceded in death 
by her parents, J ohn and Bev-
erly Gertz.

Obituary, Guest Book, and 
video tribute available online:  
www.williamsdingmann.com.

Terry J. Graning, 74
Clear Lake, MN

January 17, 1951 – July 11, 2025

C I T Y  O F  B I G  L A K E
N O T I C E O F  P U B L I C  H EA R I N G  F O R  A  C O N D I T I O N A L  

U SE P ER MI T  F O R  A N  I MP ER VI O U S SU R F A C E I N C R EA SE 
A T  1481 H I L L  ST R EET

Y ou are hereby notified that the Big Lake Planning Commission 
will hold a public hearing to consider a Conditional U se Permit to 
exc eed the allowed 25%  Impervious Surface Coverage at 1481 Hill 
Street. The hearing will be held in the Big Lake City Hall Council 
Chambers located at 160 Lake Street N orth on Mon d ay , A ugu st 4, 
2 025, at  or  abou t 6: 00 p .m. or shortly thereafter.

Applicant:  Wes Hamacher, H&H Contractors, 15454 Central 
Ave. N E, Ham Lake, MN  55304

Owner:  Randy MacLeod, 148 1 Hill Street, Big Lake, MN  55309

Location:  1481 H ill Street, Big Lake, MN  55309

PID:  #65- 00444-0145

Request( s) :  A conditional use permit to ex ceed the max imum 
25%  impervious surface coverage in the R-5 zoning district as al-
lowed by Section 1003.11, Subd. 4( 3)  of the Z oning Ordinance. 

If you desire to be heard in reference to this matter, you are 
encouraged to attend the scheduled public hearing or submit writ-
ten comments to City Hall prior to the hearing. Comments can be 
emailed to Consultant Planner K endra Lindahl, AICP at klindahl@
landform.net or mailed to City Hall at 160 Lake Street N orth. 
/ s/  K endra Lindahl, AICP
Consulting City Planner
City of Big Lake
( Published in the P atriot:  07/ 19/ 25.)

C I T Y  O F  B I G  L A K E
N O T I C E O F  P U B L I C  H EA R I N G  F O R  A  C O N D I T I O N A L  

U SE P ER MI T  F O R  A N  I MP ER VI O U S SU R F A C E I N C R EA SE 
A T  109 H I L L  ST R EET

Y ou are hereby notified that the Big Lake Planning Commission 
will hold a public hearing to consider a Conditional U se Permit to 
ex ceed the allowed 25%  Impervious Surface Coverage at 109 Hill 
Street. The hearing will be held in the Big Lake City Hall Council 
Chambers located at 160 Lake Street N orth on Mon d ay , A ugu st 4, 
2 025, at  or  abou t 6: 00 p .m. or shortly thereafter.

Applicant:  Ryan Edick, 109 Hill Street, Big Lake, MN  55309

Owner:  Ryan Edick, 3320 SW 3rd Lane, Cape Coral, FL 33991

Location:  109 Hill Street, Big Lake, MN  55309

PID:  #65- 00429-0211

Request( s)  A conditional use permit to ex ceed the max imum 
25%  impervious surface coverage in the R-5 zoning district as al-
lowed by Section 1003.11, Subd. 4( 3)  of the Z oning Ordinance. 

If you desire to be heard in reference to this matter, you are 
encouraged to attend the scheduled public hearing or submit writ-
ten comments to City Hall prior to the hearing. Comments can be 
emailed to Consultant Planner K endra Lindahl, AICP at k lindahl@
landform.net or mailed to City Hall at 160 Lake Street N orth. 
/ s/  K endra Lindahl, AICP
Consulting City Planner
City of Big Lake
( Published in the P atriot:  07/ 19/ 25.)

By Katie Cantin, 
Contributing Writer

During the recent Big 
Lake Town Hall meeting, 
the board supervisors con-
sidered some changes to 
township ordinances. 

They heard about a 
proposed amendment to 
eliminate the “ second re-
view”  step from the platting 
process to make it easier 
and faster for residents. 
The board was in favor of 
the change.

The county also asked 
for feedback regarding up-
dating the zoning and sub-
division ordinance. They 
recently completed a re-
vamp of their comprehen-
sive land use plan, and are 
now looking to do the same 
with the zoning ordinances. 

Supervisor Larry Al-
fords voiced his concern 
that the county was looking 
for nonspecific feedback 
on such a massive, com-
plex  document. He wanted 
to hear about the issues 
the zoning department was 
having and address them 
individually.

Board Chair Bruce 
Aubol concurred that a 
complete rewrite was not 
necessary.

The board sent back a 
comment that they would 
like more time to consider 
the document and formulate 
their opinions as a board. 
Generally, the board voiced 
their discontent with how 
quickly things were mov-
ing, and that they wanted 
feedback directly from the 
planning and zoning de-
partment to inform their 
comments.

Sher if f  R epor t
Sgt. Barett of the Sher-

burne County Sheriff’s De-
partment gave his update 
for the month. The depart-
ment responded to 224 calls 
for service in J une.

One call of note was 
an accident on Co. Rd. 79 
and 201st Ave. Both drivers 
involved had minor injuries 
and were transported to the 
hospital.

Barett asked to stay 
informed if the board 
perceived any need for 
increased patrols in con-
struction areas.

R oad s R epor t
Supervisor  Dean 

Brenteson said there was 
still no set schedule for the 
overlay projects, and ex -
pected they would likely be 
pushed into August. Brush-
ing projects are underway. 
The brushing company is 
keeping track of the growth 
each year to make sure 
these proMects are efficient 
and effective.

I n O ther  B usiness, 
the B oar d :  
•  Heard there would be 

a food shelf distribution on 
J uly 21 at Lions Park;

•  Called for a special 
joint powers meeting with 
Big Lake City for J uly 23;

•  Planned to have a 
couple of supervisors and 
the deputy clerk meet with 
the Big Lake Ambassadors 
to help meet their needs 
with the garage they use at 
Lions Park;

•  Acknowledged the 
passing of Dwayne Skoog, 
who was a long time resi-
dent of Big Lake.

Big Lake Township 
considers ordinance 
changes

By Bill Morgan, 
Editor

The Minnesota State 
Patrol reported that two 
people —  both from Clear 
Lake —  were injured in 
a two-vehicle accident at 
about 11: 30 a.m. on Satur-

day on Hwy. 10.
A 1999 Toyota Camry, 

driven by 21-year-old Ab-
igail Carolyn K ohout of 
Elk River, was Westbound 
on Hwy. 10, when a Sling-
shot, driven by 55-year-old 
J oseph Mark Schlangen 
of Clear Lake, was travel-

ing Eastbound on Hwy 10 
where the vehicles collided.

Shlangen’s, 52-year-
old passenger was Amy Sh-
langen, also of Clear Lake, 
and both occupants were 
taken to Mercy Hospital 
with non-life-threatening 
injuries.

The driver of the 
Camry was not hurt.

Elk River Police and 
Fire, and the Sherburne 
County Sheriff’s 2ffice as-
sisted at the scene.

Slingshot crash send 2 Clear Lakers to hopsital

Mass of Christian Burial 
will be 11: 00 a.m. Tuesday, 
J uly 22, 2025 at Mary of the 
Visitation Catholic Church in 
Big Lake for Dennis 
Z inda, 8 3 of Big 
Lake who died 
Tuesday, J uly 
15, 2025 at his 
home in Big 
Lake.  Fr. Mi-
chael K ellogg 
will officiate 
and burial 
will be at Cal-
vary Cemetery 
in Anoka.  Visi-
tation will be from 
4-7 p.m. on Monday at 
the Williams Dingmann Fam-
ily Funeral Home in Big Lake 
and one hour prior to services 
on Tuesday at the church in 
Big Lake.

Dennis was born on Octo-
ber 9, 1941 in Holloway, MN  
to Michael & Irene Amalia 
( Steen)  Z inda.  He married 
J ane Dunlavy on February 23, 
1963 in Lilly, SD.  The couple 
lived in Minneapolis after their 
marriage and later lived in 
Ramsey for 30 some years and 
in their home in Big Lake for 
20 years.  Dennis worked as a 

salesman for many years.  He 
was a great mechanic and was 
able to fix almost anything.  
He was a jack of all trades 

and a master of none.  
+e loved to fish and 

hunt and hang out 
with his hunting 
buddies at the 
hunting Shak.  
He loved his 
family and 
adored his 
g r a n d c h i l -
dren.  He loved 

to spoil them 
as they were his 

world.  
He is survived by 

his wife J ane of Big Lake;  
children, Dawn ( J ohn)  Z in-
da-Valente of St. Louis Park;  
K urt ( J eni)  Z inda of Braham;  
Danielle ( David Allen)  Litz 
of Maple Plain;  sister and 
brother, Beverly Risacher of 
Albertville;  J oel ( Mary)  Z inda 
of Sun City, AZ ;  12 grandchil-
dren, 2 great grandchildren, 
and many nieces, nephews and 
special longtime friends.

He was preceded in death 
by his parents, brothers and 
sister, Gary Z inda, Mark Z inda 
and K athie Christians. 

Dennis Zinda, 83 
Big Lake, MN

October 9, 1941  - July 15, 2025



 Page 6 • Patriot, Saturday, July 19, 2025

Be a Patriot Page 
Sponsor! Call 

763.275.0275 to 
secure your ad

Area/Sports News

Your 
community 
newspaper 

is brought to 
you by the 
advertisers 

within. Please 
support them.

PROUD SPONSOR
OF THE 

NEWSPAPER,
EVENTS, ACTIVITIES

AND BUSINESSES
IN OUR LOCAL

COMMUNITIES!

763-262-5850
tjpottertrucking.com

Business & Professional 
Services  Directory

Attorneys

PETERSON - 
GRIMSMO

FUNERAL CHAPEL
Serving your 

community since 1933
250 East Broadway

Monticello, MN 55362
763-295-2918

Our family serving yours!

Funeral

Serving the Metro &
Surrounding Areas Since 1967
www.c-sblacktopping.com
Major Credit Cards accepted

FREE ESTIMATES
a “green” paving contractor

RESIDENTIAL COMMERCIAL
PAVING CONTRACTORS

763.428.2225

Blacktopping

Mulch

15920 Hwy. 10, Becker • 763-262-0871

MULCH • ROCK • BLACK DIRT • SAND
Additional products available!
We can load or delivery available!
Open to the public 
Mon. - Fri., 7am to 5pm 
and Sat., 8am to noon

Ready-Mix Concrete 
now open in

Clearwater, MN
Residential 
Commercial 

Patios 
Sidewalk

Driveways 
Curb & Gutter 

Contact email: 
info@bisoncontractingusa.com 

Phone: (763) 334-1510 - FREE QUOTE!

Apply in person, 1 mile east of Becker, 
137th left, 1/8 mile on left. 612-747-0163    

NOW HIRING!
KASOWSKI GROUP

• FT FARM LABOR
• FT EQUIPMENT OPERATOR • FT FARM MECHANIC

BECKER PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS IS HIRIN G  

SCHOOL BUS DRIV ERS! !

Up to $60 per route based on experience.
Benefits include:
*Health, Dental, & LTD (Coverage year round)
* Paid personal, sick, and holidays
* PERA (Public Employee Retirement Assoc.)
* 403 (B) Matching Retirement Options

$2,000 SIGN ON BONUS!!

*NOW OFFERING PAID TRAINING

Con tact u s tod ay !  
7 6 3 - 26 1 - 4 58 8

*MINIMUM OF 3.5 HOURS A DAY WITH 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR MORE

Developing Self-Directed Learners to 
Thrive in a Changing Global Community

W e are h i ri n g !
W e are h i ri n g !
W e are h i ri n g !
W e are h i ri n g !
W e are h i ri n g !

950 State Hwy. 24, Clearwater, MN 55320

Mai n ten an ce 
Tech

We are looking for a candidate who has 
experience doing general facility and 
grounds maintenance work. This is a 

full-time position. You are responsible for 
the upkeep of the general facilities and 

all public areas, inside and outside of the 
buildings.  Starting pay is $20/Hour. 
We offer food, gas and gift shop discounts. We 

also offer medical, health savings account, dental, 
vision, AFLAC supplemental insurance and a 

company-matching 401(k)

Employment

The Valley® ICON® series of smart 
panels has a solution for every need. 
Whether you’re buying a new pivot, 
upgrading your existing panel or 
changing from another brand of pivot, 
you have the advantage of operating 
an intuitive, full-color touchscreen 
interface with ease and simplicity.

With Valley ICON, life just got easier.
Contact us today!

The Valley® ICON® series of smart 
panels has a solution for every need. 
Whether you’re buying a new pivot, 
upgrading your existing panel or 
changing from another brand of pivot, 
you have the advantage of operating 
an intuitive, full-color touchscreen 
interface with ease and simplicity.

With Valley ICON, life just got easier.
Contact us today!

SMART PANELS 
MADE EASY®

SMART PANELS 
MADE EASY®

VALLEY® ICON®

VALLEY® ICON®

valleyirrigation.com

valleyirrigation.com

CA 1104

CA 1104

DEALER LOGO
Address | Phone Number | Website

suggested font: Arial

DEALER LOGO
Address | Phone Number | Website

suggested font: Arial

4 COLUMN x 5”
7.708” x 5”
4 COLUMN x 5”
7.708” x 5”

7 551 State Street
Clear Lake,  MN  553 19
3 20- 7 4 3 - 3 000

The Sherburne/Anoka Farm Service Agency (FSA) 
o�ce in Elk River, MN, is hiring a 

FULLTIME, TEMPORARY 
PROGRAM ANALYST (PA)

The deadline to apply is July 23, 2025. Duties include 
administering the Supplemental Disaster Relief Program. 

Successful applicants must be reliable, have a professional 
attitude, and enjoy working with the public. Resumes 

can be submitted to the Sherburne/Anoka FSA at 14855 
Highway 10 Elk River, MN  55330 or by email to

ryan.brunn@usda.gov. USDA is an equal opportunity 
provider, employer, and lender.

HELP W AN TEDW E ARE
HIRIN G
REporter/ W ri ter/ Ph otog raph er

Cov er g en eral local n ew s,  
ci ty  an d  tow n sh i p meeti n g s,  
sch ool acti v i ti es an d  more!

7 6 3 - 27 5- 027 5
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Auctions

•••••• UPCOMING AUCTIONS ••••••

THIS IS A PARTIAL LISTING. B.P. & MN tax applies. 
See website for more: 
www.midwestauctions.com/sharer 
Keith Sharer Auction Service

320-267-1963

3825 Shadowood Dr. NE. Sauk Rapids, MN  
Directions: St. Cloud, E. on Hwy 23 Left 0n 40th (Follow Signs)

SUNDAY
JULY 20TH@ 11:00 AM

ESTATE OF GARY HART (LARGE 
AMOUNT OF TOOLS)

SUNDAY
JULY 27TH@ 11:00 AM

ANTIQUE & HOUSEHOLD

Antiques, Collectibles, Household & décor’, 
Furniture, Tools & outdoor, Yard & garden & Shop

Now Taking Consignments

Auction
Beautiful countryside property in

Clear Lake, 8.87 Acres
Live on-site and online

July 26, Personal property at 10 am
Proxibid at 11:30 am

Real Estate to follow, Approx 12 pm
8480 W Beatrice Dr.

Clear Lake MN 55319
Open house July 13

Info @ Auctionsbyrobyn.com
320-291-9566

By Penny Leuthard, 
Contributing Writer

Stethoscopes and 
stuffed animals were in 
abundance at the Clear-
water Library earlier this 
month during Wright Co. 
Public Health’s ‘ Teddy 
Bear Clinic’ program. 

K ids were invited to 
bring their favorite teddy 
bear or other stuffed animal 
to the Clearwater Library 
and participate in the coun-
ty’s Teddy Bear Clinic. 

The event kicked off 
with a story about the 
Berenstein Bears going to 
the doctor. The kids were 
then invited to give their 
teddy bears a ‘ checkup’ 
and participate in learning 
activities. They were even 
given a check off list to 
make sure they gave their 
bears complete checkups. 

“ This walks kids 
through what an average 
doctor appointment looks 
like,”  said Wright Co. Pub-
lic Health’s Tina Prior. 
“ That way they’re more 
comfortable when they ac-
tually go to the doctor.”

Teddy Bears were pro-
vided to everyone, which 
were then used to try out 
medical equipment used in 
a checkup, such as stetho-
scopes, blood pressure 
cuffs, and Band-Aids. 

The event was through 
the county’s WOW van, 
promoting health through 
vaccinations and checkups. 

ZIBA J. LISTENS FOR HER BEAR’S HEARTBEAT during the Teddy Bear Clinic at the Clearwater 
Library. INSET: TARA L. HELPS HER GRANDDAUGHTER Ivory L. check her bear’s blood pressure 
(Patriot Photos by Penny Leuthard)

Teddy Bear Clinic held at Clearwater Library

By Katie Cantin, 
Contributing Writer

During their recent 
meeting, the Palmer Town 
Board discussed the N orth-
land Reliability Project.

N orthland Reliabil-
ity would like to use some 
township roads for their 
power lines.

The supervisors dis-
cussed their efforts in 
working with N orthland 
Reliability so far, includ-
ing some frustrations. They 
said they would come up 
with some fee if the proj-
ect wished to use town-
ship roads so the township 
would receive compensa-
tion, if the project were to 
continue in this direction. 

Sher if f ’ s R epor t
Sgt. Z awacki gave the 

report for the sheriff’s de-
partment for the month. He 
noted an unusually slow 
month, with only 65 calls 
for service ( there were 92 
calls last year). Traffic stops 
and security checks were 
way down. There were 
however five fraud calls, 
but fortunately no one lost 
any money. 

A resident asked about 
what age kids have to be to 
drive ATVs and golf carts 
around without parental 
supervision. There was no 
clear answer as to an age 
limit, but it was noted that 
golf carts are not allowed 
on township roads. Z awacki 
said anyone with concerns 
should call the sheriff’s de-
partment immediately so an 
officer can investigate and 
give warnings to the kids 
and the parents. If needed, 
Zawacki said he would di-
rect officers to crack down 
on these calls more. 

“ If it seems out of sorts, 
call us,”  Z awacki urged the 
audience.

R oa d s R epor t
Supervisor Stephen 

Demueles noted they were 
having a difficult time find-
ing tar for the road projects, 
as well as working around 
schedules.

Supervisor Michael 
Ganz said mowing was 
completed before the forth.

Road signs finally ar-
rived after a long delay. 
The supervisors talked 
about setting up a budget 
for replacing signs annu-
ally, since a lot of them are 
becoming worn out.

Ganz said the board 
couldn’t tell residents to 
remove dead trees, but it 

has become a problem with 
them falling on the town-
ship roads that the township 
then has to clean up. Super-
visor Demeules said they 
were considering starting to 
send out bills for cleanup if 
the issue didn’t improve.

F ir e D epar tment
Demeules said the fire 

board was discussing the 
budget for nex t year, and 
it seems that the township 
portion of the fire budget 
will increase by about 16%  
nex t year in order to in-
crease firefighter wages.

Fire Chief Ron K oren 
reported 32 calls for service 
last month, which was a 
busy month.

P ar k s R epor t
There has been high 

attendance at the park 
baseball games. Pickleball 
courts are completely fin-
ished and in use, though 
some people complained 
that their balls would run 
under the gate, and the 
board discussed a couple of 
solutions.

Two dead trees were 
taken down and the wood 
was donated to a local vet-
eran.

A bill was sent out 
to the families of the kids 
who vandalized the park 
last month, but nothing had 
been heard back yet.

L ak e R epor t
TLID reported final-

izing details for the annual 
membership/ budget meet-
ing. The members who 
show up to the meeting 
will be able to vote on their 
tax  assessment for the nex t 
year. The alum treatment 
has been delayed, so it will 
not have an impact on the 
budget nex t year. The carp 
treatment is moving for-
ward slowly, and should be 
starting in August.

O pen F or um
One resident raised 

concerns over the food 
waste dumpster, saying it 
stinks and attracts pests and 
is a nuisance to customers 
of local businesses and pe-
destrians walking by. 

Ganz replied that they 
were trying to play ball with 
the county and help them 
out, and many people have 
signed up to use it. 

The first week it was 
up, the county did forget 
to dump it, but since then it 
has been dumped weekly.

After some discussion, 
the board noted the com-
ments as heard.

Palmer gauges 
allowing use of 
township roads 
for NRP

Submitted Article

The Minnesota 
State Fair is coming 
to St. Paul, August 
21 - September 1, 
and the MInnesota 
DN R is seeking peo-
ple to be a part of it!

Volunteers re-
ceive free admission 
tickets to the fair for 
each day one volun-
teers for at least three 
hours with the DN R.

Parking and 
meals are one’s re-
sponsibility.

All volunteers 
must pass a crim-
inal background 
check and safety 
quiz.

Open volun-
teer positions with 
sign up by August 
10.

Volunteer po-
sitions include:

•  Wildlife Wing Inter-
preter;

•  Accessibility Ex hibit 
Attendant;

•  Accessibility Ex hibit 
– H unting Blind;

•  Invasive Species Dis-
play;

•  Greeters and Rovers;
� :ildfire Prevention 

Volunteer.
For more information, 

go to:  www.dnr.state.mn.us/
volunteering/statefair.html.

Join the DNR at the Minnesota State Fair

Submitted Article

  The Stearns History 
Museum will host the 6th 
annual At War & At Home:  
The World War II Ex perience 
living history weekend Satur-
day J uly 12 from 10 a.m. - 4 
p.m. and Sunday J uly 13 from 
11 a.m. - 4 p.m.  )or the first 
time, this event is FREE for 
all!

Step back to the 1940s as 
the museum grounds come to 
life with reenactors, historic 
vehicles, home front displays, 
weapons demos, fashion, a 
military recruitment obsta-
cle course for kids, and so 
much more.  Test your WWII 
knowledge in their annual 
trivia contest at 1 p.m.  Watch 
historic weapons demonstra-
tions at 12 p.m. and 2 p.m.  
See a working field kitchen 
and chat with reenactors rep-
resenting allied forces in all 
theaters. See military vehicles 
including J eeps, weapons 
carriers, and bulldozers.  Chat 
with local author Gerry Feld 
about his historical fiction 
books.  See WWII era mod-
els in the museum lobby. And 
stop by the temporary tattoo 
parlor outside to get some 
1940s style ink!   

This year, the theme for 
the event is women in WWII.  

Lunch will be available 
for purchase from 11 a.m. 
- 1 p.m. each day with brats 
and hotdogs from St. J oseph 
Meat Market, buns from Cold 
Spring Bakery, pop and water 
from Bernick’s and bags of 
chips.  

This event is spon-
sored by American Legion 
Post 560, Central MN  N oon 
Optimists, Chuck Goebel, 
ColdSpring, DK G, Evenson 
Decker, PA, Falcon N ational 
Bank, Dorrie & Scott Lari-
son, Magnifi )inancial, 1ew 
Munich Lions Club, St. J o-
seph K nights of Columbus, 
VFW Granite Post 428 , and 
VFW Post 6992. 

Q uestions should be di-
rected to Caitlin Carlson, Pro-
gram Director, at ccarlson@
stearns-museum.org or by 
calling 320-253-8 424.  

 Stearns His-
tory Museum 
hosts WWII 
weekend
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Real Estate

Located on Main Street, 64 Oak Ave., S. • www.EdinaRealty.comLocated on Main Street, 64 Oak Ave., S. • www.EdinaRealty.com

Rick Seagraves 
Realtor®

320-282-5656

Located on Main Street, 64 Oak Ave., S. • www.EdinaRealty.com

Ron Sherwood 
Realtor®

763-442-5949

Located on Main Street, 64 Oak Ave., S. • www.EdinaRealty.comLocated on Main Street, 64 Oak Ave., S. • www.EdinaRealty.com

Patrick Splinter 
Realtor®

612-437-1383

Located on Main Street, 64 Oak Ave., S. • www.EdinaRealty.comLocated on Main Street, 64 Oak Ave., S. • www.EdinaRealty.com

Jim Splinter 
Realtor®

320-980-0560

Located on Main Street, 64 Oak Ave., S. • www.EdinaRealty.comLocated on Main Street, 64 Oak Ave., S. • www.EdinaRealty.comLocated on Main Street, 64 Oak Ave., S. • www.EdinaRealty.com

Nancy Loidolt 
Realtor®

651-235-3709

ANNANDALE

Wonderful seasonal cabin on the shores of Lake Augusta - 180 
acres with direct access to Clearwater Lake, over 3,200 acres of 
full recreation fun. Tranquil & private setting with 65 feet of level 
shoreline. Relax on the deck with friends & grilling just 25 feet from 
waters edge. The perfect private get-a-way with the up north feel. 
From the knotty pine finished cabin to the wooded lot. Enjoy Lake 
Augusta or adventure over to Clearwater lake during the summer 
& enjoy live music on the water at the sand bar! Or take your boat 
for a meal at nearby Waterfront Lakeside Grille. 9935 Norton Avenue 
NW Annandale, MN. MLS# 6736087. $300,000. Contact Ron 
Sherwood for a private showing, 763-442-5949. 

Stunning custom-built executive home on the 
crystal-clear water of West Lake Sylvia

One of Minnesota’s most prestigious recreational lakes. Timeless lakeshore features a 
1.8-acre lot with park like landscaping, 385 ft of gentle sloping shoreline. Guest cottage 
& boathouse. Copper roof accents & gated, heated paver driveway. Fine millwork & 
custom. Main level features rich woodwork, coffered ceilings &  HW floors. Chef’s kitchen 
with Wolf & Sub-Zero appliances, double islands, granite countertops & extensive 
built-ins. Open concept living with a spacious great room, cozy den w/FP, covered deck 
& informal dining. Primary suite offers vaulted ceilings, a private balcony, double sided 
FP, walk through closet, soaking tub, dual vanities & walk-in shower. Upstairs you’ll find 
generously sized guest bedrooms, a wet-bar & versatile flex space. Walkout LL incl. a 
large FR, theater room, second kitchen, stone FP, sauna & direct access to lakeside 
patio & gardens. Lush landscaping, paver walkways & multiple outdoor living areas. 
Phenomenal properties like this are seldom offered. $2,900,000. MLS# 6749362. 5461 
Quimby Avenue NW, Annandale, MN. West Lake Sylvia. Schedule your private showing 
today with Patrick Splinter, 612-437-1383. 

Wonderful Seasonal Cabin - Lake Augusta

Area/Sports News

$7,500
$11,000

$14,000
$18,000

BECKER H.S. FOOTBALL FIELD
Instruction will be provided by Dwight Lundeen, 
Head FB Coach & staff. Camps will provide instruction 
on passing, kicking, blocking and position skills for 
future Bulldog football players. Equipment Needed: 
Wear a t-shirt, shorts, tennis shoes or football spikes.

REGISTER ONLINE AT BECKER COMMUNITY EDUCATION WEBSITE (YOUTH SPORTS)
PHONE: (763) 261-4506   Or by mail: 12000 Hancock St., Becker, MN 55308

JUNIOR HIGH FOOTBALL CAMPS
July 28, 29, 30 (M-W)

Entering Grades 6-7  Class #JRHIGH6-7 S25A • 10-12pm  $25
Entering Grades 8-9  Class #JRHIGH8-9 S20A • 2-4pm  $25

VARSITY FOOTBALL CAMP
July 28, 29, 30 (M-W)

Entering Grades 10-12  Class #VARSITY S25A • 6-8pm  $30
*EACH CAMPER WILL RECEIVE A BULLDOG FOOTBALL TSHIRT*

Becker
Football Camps
Becker
Football Camps

SUMMER 2025 FOOTBALL CAMPS
Name __________________________________ Entering Grade _______
Address ___________________________________________________
Home Ph _____________________ Cell Ph _________________
Name_________________________________ (Exactly as it appears on credit card)

Credit Card #__________________ Exp. Date_______
I agree to release School District #726, Community Education, their employees and leaders of all liability 
related to accidents or injuries which myself or members of my family may incur while participating in the 
above mentioned activity. Participants in this program or other community education programs are not covered 
under District #726 insurance.

Parent/Guardian Signature __________________________    Date _______

By Ken Francis, 
Contributing Writer

The Big Lake Ameri-
can Legion Baseball team 
won a game and lost one 
over the past week.

Vs. Milaca
Last Monday, Dreeson 

Millam pitched a three-hit-
ter and Big Lake put to-
gether just enough offense 
to beat Milaca, 3-1 on the 
road.

Millam had a leadoff 
walk to start the game, then 
went to second on an error. 
One out later, Caleb Mar-
tin’s infield hit sent Mil-
lam to third. He scored on 
a wild pitch for a 1-0 lead.

Big Lake increased its 
lead in the fourth. After 
consecutive walks to Mason 
Spoden, Connor Lundquist 
and Dillon Spaeth, William 
Bilben’s grounder to sec-
ond couldn’t be handled, 
allowing Spoden to score.

In the fifth, Millam 
walked and advanced to 
second on a passed ball. He 
moved to third on a ground-
out and scored on a single 

by Martin for a 3-0 lead.  
Milaca got its only run 

in the bottom of the fifth on 
an error, two stolen bases 
and a single. 

Millam pitched a com-
plete game (five innings). 
He allowed one unearned 
run, three hits, no walks and 
struck out seven.

Martin had two hits 
and had the only RBI for 
Big Lake. Millam walked 
twice and scored two runs. 
Spoden walked twice and 
scored the other run for Big 
Lake. Spaeth and Dawson 
Veldhuizen had Big Lake’s 
other two hits.

Vs. Saints
Last Tuesday, Big Lake 

played one of its wildest 
games and came up short 
against St. Francis, 16-15.

Even with a total of 31 
runs, it wasn’t really a slug-
fest. There were 11 errors 
in the game and a total of 
27 walks. Another seven 
batters were hit by a pitch.

St. Francis jumped out 
to a quick lead with two 
runs in the first and four 
more in the second off 

starter Lundquist.
Big Lake got two runs 

back in the third when 
Millam and Martin each 
walked and later scored.

St. Francis added a run 
in the fourth off reliever 
Martin, then got three more 
in the fifth off Kaeden Tid-
rick in relief for a 10-2 lead.

But Big Lake put to-
gether a huge two-out rally 
in the home fifth, scoring 
nine runs on a single, two 
doubles and a triple, two 
walks, two hit batters and 
three errors to take an 11-10 
lead.

The lead didn’t last 
long. St. Francis scored 
five more runs in the sixth 
off two Big Lake pitchers to 
go on top, 15-11.

Big Lake came back 
again to make it close in the 
home sixth. Jackson LaRo-
che walked and scored on a 
double by Spaeth. Tyrone 
Fjone walked one out later 
and both runners scored on 
an overthrow to make the 
score 15-14.

After Brendan Goed-
ker came in to pitch in the 

seventh and allowed a run, 
Big Lake tried to fight back 
again. Lundquist was hit 
by a pitch, then stole sec-
ond and scored on a single 
by Spaeth. But that was all 
Big Lake could get and the 
game ended at 16-15.

Big Lake pitchers (five 
total) allowed 16 runs (10 
earned) on six hits and 17 
walks. They hit three bat-
ters and struck out four.

At the plate, Goedker 
had a single, triple, a walk, 
scored a run and drove in 
three. LaRoche doubled, 
walked twice, scored two 
runs and drove in three. 
Spaeth had two hits, scored 
twice and drove in two 
runs. Lundquist  walked 
twice  drove in a run and 
scored two. Martin had a 
single, a walk, was hit by a 
pitch twice, drove in a run 
and scored twice.

Big Lake was sched-
uled to play Becker and 
Annandale this past week, 
results next week.

Playoffs began Thurs-
day and run through July 
23, all games at Big Lake.

BL Legion splits 2 games

Submitted Article

On Sat., August 2, 2025, a ben-
efit will be held for Samantha Dietz 
and her family at The Third Rail Bar 
& Grill in Big Lake in effort to raise 
awareness for Breast Cancer and help 
relieve the stress of the family’s finan-
cial burdens. 

Organizers are asking for gener-
ous donations in the form of money, 
gift cards, or items to be used in prize 
drawings and a silent auction. 

Samantha, a mom and bonus 
mom to five amazing kids (Kaelyn 

(18), Alex (16), Carlie (13), Vanessa 
(12) and Penelope, “Pippy, (three)), 
was diagnosed with Stage 3 Breast 
Cancer earlier this year.

Samantha and her husband, 
Brian, are hardworking parents that 
strive to give their five children the 
best life possible. Kaelyn, Alex, Car-
lie, Vanessa and Penelope are all in-
volved in recreational activities such 
as volleyball, basketball, softball and 
dance. Samantha and Brian are doing 
their best to keep their kids’ lives 
active while also battling financial 
hardships that a devastating diagnosis 
brings.

If one is willing to donate, please 
contact Danielle Krueger at 763-482-
4506 or simply send your prize dona-
tion to: Samantha Dietz Benefit , 4330 
Sterling Drive, Big Lake, Minnesota 
55309.

“Thank you for your time and 
consideration and would be honored 
to include you in the list of our gen-
erous donors at the August Benefit.” 

— Samantha Dietz Benefit Com-
mittee

Benefit planned to aid young mother of 5

By Penny Leuthard, 
Contributing Writer

Clearwater Estates 
held their annual tea party 
last month, a fun and re-
laxing afternoon with 24 
ladies and two hostesses 
dressed in hats, gloves, and 
afternoon lunching outfits. 

Hostesses Susan 
Paulsen and Gerry Fiereck 
provided bite-size sand-
wiches, scones, tarts, and 
more to enjoy along with 
the tea. 

TWENTY-FOUR ladies attended the annual Clearwater Estates Ladies’ Tea Party last month. 
(Submitted Photo)

Clearwater Estates holds annual ladies tea

OPEN HOUSE - Sat., July 19, 10am-12pm  
10196 48th St. SE, Clear Lake. - NEW PRICE! $649,900

MLS#: 6736618

Chuck Zwilling • Realtor - RE/MAX Results • 320-249-1504

Rambler + 2 year-round cabins on 120-ft of prime, sandy Briggs Lake Shoreline

Submitted Article

A new school year 
presents a wealth of oppor-
tunities for students. At the 
dawn of a new school year, 
students have a chance to 
further their academic ca-
reers, student-athletes may 
be given a shot at making a 
team or moving up to var-
sity, and extracurriculars 

provide a chance for per-
sonal growth outside the 
classroom.

Despite all that a new 
school year represents, 
students may need a lit-
tle extra motivation to get 
excited about going back 
to campus once summer 
winds down. A relaxing 
and largely obligation-free 
summer vacation can be 
tough to give up, as can 
mornings without alarm 
clocks. Parents recognize 
that kids might not be en-
thusiastic about the return 
of early mornings and ses-
sions in the classroom. In 
such instances, parents can 
try the following strategies 
to get kids excited about a 
new school year.

• Make the first day 
special. First days can be 
challenging regardless of a 
person’s age. Professionals 
with years of experience in 
their field still feel first-day 
jitters when they begin a 
new job, so youngsters can 
be excused if what seems 
like a lack of excitement 
is really just nervousness 
about a new school year. 
Parents can calm those 
nerves by doing some-
thing to make the first day 
special. Skip the standard 
cereal and prepare a home-
cooked breakfast or let kids 
buy lunch at the school caf-
eteria instead of packing a 
PB&J in their lunchbox. A 
little something special on 
the first day can go a long 
way toward getting kids 
excited about going back to 
school.

• Emphasize new sub-
jects. As children advance 

through school, they’re 
typically exposed to more 
engaging subjects or chal-
lenged in ways that helps 
them build on previous 
years’ work. Emphasizing 
new subjects or opportu-
nities can increase kids’ 
excitement to get back in 
the school year swing of 
things. If a youngster likes 
playing an instrument, em-

phasize how the new school 
year is an opportunity to get 
better, play alongside other 
students and take a talent to 
new heights. If students are 
old enough to take subjects 
they’ve long been inter-
ested in, such as a foreign 
language, make a point to 
emphasize how that oppor-
tunity has finally arrived.

• Create a school cal-
endar. Schools typically 
make their yearly sched-
ules available prior to the 
first day of school. Parents 
can peruse those schedules 
alongside their children 
and make a calendar noting 
special days. Mark down 
field trips, special events 
involving parents and stu-
dents, school performances 
where kids get to act or sing 
on stage, and other notable 
moments during the school 
year. Kids are bound to 
grow more excited about a 
new year when they see a 
year’s worth of fun events 
marked down on a calen-
dar.

• Host a late summer 
get-together with friends.
A late-summer pool party 
or play date with various 
friends can remind young-
sters that they’re about to 
see their friends every day. 
That might be enough to 
make young students jump 
out of bed on the first day 
of school.

Students might be less 
than excited about the end 
of summer vacation and the 
dawn of a new school year. 
But there’s much parents 
can do to get kids excited 
about going back to school.

How to get students excited 
about a new school year

14068 Bank St., becker
(ACROSS FROM SHERBURNE STATE BANK)

Hours: Sun-Thurs 11am-9pm Fri & Sat 11am-10pm

DINE IN ONLY! • MUST PRESENT 

COUPON • ONE COUPON PER VISIT
DINE IN ONLY! • MUST PRESENT 

COUPON • ONE COUPON PER VISIT

763-275-0270

 $50 or 
more!

$10 OFF$10 OFF
EXPIRES: Aug. 1, 2025




