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Submitted Article

The Big Eagle Lake 
Improvement Associa-
tion (BELIA) success-
fully hosted its 7th Annual 
Smokin’ Pulled Pork Cook-
Off fundraiser at Lupulin 
Brewing last Saturday.

Despite challenging 
weather conditions, includ-
ing high winds and two 
inches of rain, the 11 ded-
icated teams of pit-mas-
ters delivered exceptional 
culinary experiences. The 
association extends their 
gratitude to each team for 
their outstanding prepara-
tions and tireless efforts, 
providing everyone with 
delightful treats despite the 
lack of sleep. 

The participating 
teams included Jeff Hegle 
(Backyard Smokers), Pat-

rick Hirsch (Bison BBQ), 
Dan Lundt (BBQ Boys), 
Joshua Bohnen (Bohnen 
BBQ), Michael Grossmann 
(Smoke It like You Love 
It), Matt Falck (Lucky 
Brisket BBQ), David 
Thompsen (Meat Mad-
ness), John Davis (Smo-
ken’ John), Eric Watson 
(Low N’ Slow Bros), Todd 
Orgon (Pig Pen BBQ), 
and Ryan Schaff (Pig and 
a Pint). Congratulations to 
the winners:

F i r s t P l a ce :  John 
Davis and ‘ Smoken’ John’; 
Seco n d  P l a ce:  Eric Watson 
and Low N’ Slow Bros.; 
T i ed  f or  T h i r d  P l ac e:  Dan 
Lundt and BBQ Boys, and 
Matt Falck with Lucky 
Brisket BBQ; P e o pl e’ s  
C h o i ce:  Jeff Hegle and 
Backyard Smokers.

BELIA also expresses 

their appreciation to 
George and Raquel Wallen 
for donating three Vikings 
vs. Philadelphia Eagles 
tickets for our rafÀe. :ith 

three hundred tickets sold, 
congratulations goes to JR 
McGuire for winning the 
rafÀe.

BELIA’s heartfelt 

thanks go to Lupulin Brew-
ing for their generous sup-
port of this fundraiser. 

“We are deeply grate-
ful to everyone who par-
ticipated in the event, 
including those who joined 
us for the Silent Auction, 
Wine Wall, Boat Race, and 
to all our volunteers for 
their invaluable contribu-
tions,” said BELIA Secre-
tary Lori Andreen.

“We also thank our 
sponsors, whose support 
was crucial to the success 
of our Silent Auction,” she 
said. We ask that custom-
ers continue to support and 
acknowledge these busi-
nesses for their commit-
ment to Big Eagle Lake.

THE FIRST PLACE TEAM, SMOKEN’ JOHN was presented a 
certificate and a prize envelope. (Submitted Photo).

By Katie Cantin, 
Contributing Writer

During the recent Clear 
Lake City Council meeting, 
the council and members 
of the fire department had 
a discussion about hosting 
an open house event. 

The council had re-
ceived advice from their 
attorney that it could be 
dicey to spend city funds 
on giveaways, such as a 
bike raffle for the kids. 
There was some back and 
forth discussion on whether 
that meant nothing could 
be given away, includ-
ing items such as stickers, 
coloring books, and food. 
However, the council 
reached an unofficial con-
sensus that items given to 
all attendees would be fine, 
but larger items given to 
a select few would have 
to come from donations. 
They planned to bring the 
topic back at the next meet-
ing with an official public 
expenditure policy. 

Ne[t, the fire depart-
ment representatives asked 
for an update on their bud-
get for next year. Council 
Member Stefany Janish 
said that she had met with 
Bud Stimmler, representa-
tive of Clear Lake Town-
ship, regarding the budget 
proposal. She reported that 
Stimmler asked for several 
changes, including a two to 
three year lease so the rates 
wouldn’t increase and that 
capital expenditure items, 
including saving for new 

fire trucks and protective 
equipment, be removed 
from the budget entirely, 
and that funding for those 
items be requested when 
they were needed. Both 
members of the council 
and representatives of the 
CLFD were upset by the 
requested terms. Matt Lun-
ser of the CLFD said terms 
such as these were why the 
fire department recently has 
had so many budget issues. 
+e reported that inÀation 
has drastically increased 
the prices of trucks and pro-
tective equipment, which 
left the department scram-
bling to find the money to 

replace their gear. Council 
members and CLFD repre-
sentatives intended to visit 
with Clear Lake Township 
representatives again to 
find a solution.  

In regular business, 
Chief Ron Koren reported 
19 calls for service for the 
month, and the council ap-
proved job descriptions for 
the department. 

B ui l d i n g I n s pector  
R eq ues t
The city’s building 

inspector, Nancy Scott, 
requested that the council 
hold a special meeting with 
their attorney present so she 
could voice complaints she 
had about the council. The 
council recently decided to 
hire a new building inspec-
tion firm for their needs. 

The council seemed 
generally unimpressed 
with the request, saying 
that she had already voiced 
her complaints. Mayor 
Tim Goenner believed 
they should hear her out, 
however. In the end, the 
council decided to invite 
Scott and their attorney to 
a to-be-determined upcom-
ing regular meeting, where 
Scott would have a place in 
the agenda to say her piece 
with the attorney present. 

I n  Oth er  B us i n es s , 
th e C ou n ci l :
•  Heard the sheriff’s re-

port for the month;
•  Approved opening 

MATT LUNSER OF THE 
CLFD explained his concerns 
about the fire department’s 
agreement with Clear Lake 
Township.  (Patriot Photo by 
Katherine Cantin.)

CL City Council discusses CLFD 
open house, 2026 budget

CL CITY
to page 4

By Mark Kolbinger, 
Contributing Writer

The Farm Friends Barn 
organization in Becker con-
tinues to evolve, with an 
array of community-ori-
ented educational offerings 
focused on agriculture tak-
ing center stage.

The latest addition to 
the property is a granary 
building that was secured 
from the former Morehouse 
Farm site on Elk Lake, 
which is now being devel-
oped into a regional park.

The granary is under-
going some remodeling and 
will house a soils demon-
stration, where visitors can 
learn about drainage, root 
structure and other aspects 
and effects of different 
types of soil materials.

Project organizer Jean 
Johnson reported that the 
RD Offut Family Founda-

tion has provided a $ 2,500 
grant towards the establish-
ment of the display.

Johnson added that 
bids are being reviewed 
for a new building at the 
site, which will serve as 
the headquarters for the 
entire effort.  The indoor 
space will be heated, with 
restroom facilities and a 
meeting space that can 
be rented by community 
groups.  Classroom areas 
will be included to help the 
Farm Friends volunteers 
further their educational 
programming.  The new 
construction will allow the 
current barn to be used for 
its intended purpose and 
not have to function as a 
multi-purpose space.  

Johnson explained 
that the fundraising for the 

FARM FRIENDS BARN ORGANIZER JEAN JOHNSON is pic-
tured between the granary building and the new storage shed 
that will be used to store tools for the community gardens.  Be-
hind Johnson is the area that will be used for the gardens in 
2026. (Patriot Photo by Mark Kolbinger.)

Evolution continues at FFB

EVOLUTION
to page 4

By Penny Leuthard, 
Contributing Writer

%eing a firefighter re-
quires hard work, dedica-
tion, and a desire to help 
the community. Clearwater 
)irefighter -im Repke has 
been following these tenets 
for 40 years.

“My father was a Min-
neapolis Firefighter for 
years,” said Repke. “So we 
all grew up wanting to be 
firefighters.´

After he moved to the 
Clearwater area he con-
sidered Moining the fire de-
partment, but it was Kevin 
Heaton who convinced him 
to apply.

“The fire department 
has evolved so much over 
the years,” said Repke. 
“When I first started we 

actually had structure fires, 
today medical is probably 
85%  of our calls. We might 
have had 40-60 calls a year, 
this year we’ve had over 
250 calls already. And the 
new technology is amaz-
ing.”

Although Repke has 
enMoyed being a firefighter 
all these years it hasn’t all 
been fun.

“The death of a lit-
tle five-year-old girl in an 
accident hit me hard and 
made me question being a 
firefighter,´ said Repke. “$t 
the time I had a daughter 
the same age as her.”

Thankfully there are 
calls that reaffirm his de-
cision to be on the depart-
ment, especially ones where 
they’re able to save a life.

“There was a guy 

pumping gas who had a 
heart attack,” said Repke. 
“We were able to restart 
his heart. These are the type 
of calls that stand out and 
make everything worth it.”

Although it might seem 
like calls must get repeti-
tious, it’s not the case.

“Each time a call 
comes in you never know 
what you’re going to get,” 
said Repke. “It’s varied. 
We had a motorcycle ac-
cident that required a he-
licopter. In a case like that 
we firefighters have to find 
and prepare a spot for the 
helicopter to land.”

Along with the calls 
Repke stresses there is 
a lot of work to being a 

CLEARWATER FIREFIGHTER Jim Repke. (Submitted Photo)

Repke celebrates 40 years on CW Fire Dept.

REPKE
to page 4

Smoken’ John wins Pulled Pork Cookoff



T O T H E  E D I T OR :
This is the 4th summer my 
husband and I have spent at 
TCCOM otherwise known as 
the Travelers Country Club 
on the Mississippi. We are 
located along the Mississippi 
approximately 2.5 miles from 
Clearwater and Clear Lake 
and 6.5 miles from Becker on 
County Road 8. It is a classic 
golf community/resort with 
amenities such as a large 
swimming pool, tennis and 
pickle ball courts, an activity 
building with regularly sched-
uled activities as well as river 
access for kayaking and fish-
ing.  Each member owns their 
own park model home or sta-
tionary RV situated on one of 
299 lots spread over one-hun-
dred acres of grounds.  Cur-
rently close to 30 units are for 
sale and a public Open House 
is set for Sunday, September 
7 from noon to 3:00 p.m. for 
tours of the units for sale and 
the entire community. We 
are frequently told by locals 
that they lived in the area all 
their lives but did not know 
this resort existed as it is not 
visible from Co. Rd 8. We 
love it because it is a great 
place to spend summers and 
our friends and relatives love 
it too. If you are considering 
where to spend time with 
your family during the sum-
mer, this is a great place and it 
is more affordable than a lake 
cabin. We encourage you to 
check it out. We would love 
to have you join us. Please 
attend our Open House or 
contact the 7&&20 office at 
320-743-3133.
M el a n i e D un l a p
C l ea r  L a k e,  M N

T O T H E  E D I T OR :
In Minnesota, the State 
Fair and the publication of 
academic scores of pub-
lic-school students mark the 
end of summer. While some 
celebrate the highest gradua-
tion rate in the state’s history, 
others ask if those diplomas 
are “participation diplomas,” 
akin to trophies presented to 
all participants at numerous 
school events.  The data from 
the MN Department of Edu-
cation revealed that 84.2%  of 
the class of 2024 graduated.  
U nfortunately, that group 
also had the lowest math and 
reading proficiency scores. 
Would the data be so cele-
bratory if the 2013 DFL-con-
trolled legislature had not 
removed the high school exit 
e[am that reTuired specific 
reading and math scores to 
earn a diploma?    Are these 
graduates ready to enroll in 
advanced 2- or 4-year pro-
grams or to enter the work 
world?   Commissioner Jett 
applauds their access to a 
world-class education.  Do 
these young people possess 
the skills to compete profes-
sionally?   Many consider the 
reading score in 3rd grade as 
the benchmark indicator of 
a student’s potential for aca-
demic uccess.  Catrin Wigfall, 
Policy Fellow at Center of the 
American Experiment, pre-
pared a table from the MDE 
data that ranks all districts and 
the reading scores of their 3rd 
graders (except those with too 
few students to list and main-
tain privacy) in 2024. Find 
your school district (h t t p s: / /
w w w . a meri c a nex p eri ment .
org/ t h i r d -gra d e-rea d i ng-
h o w - d oes- y o u r- d i s t r i c t -
mea su re-u p / ) and consider 
personal commitment to help 
MN’s students “earn” their 
diploma.  Ignorance is not 
bliss!   
D r . P h y l l i s  E . V a n B ur en  
C l ea r w a ter ,  M N

T O T H E  E D I T OR :
As we wrap up another back-
to-school season, we at The 
Compassion Connection 
want to take a moment to ex-
press our deepest gratitude to 
our community and surround-
ing communities. For the past 
10 years, you have stood with 
us in supporting children and 
teens in foster care — not 
only during busy seasons 
like back-to-school, but all 
throughout the year. Whether 
it’s donating school supplies, 

hosting drives, sponsoring 
events, purchasing needed 
items, or volunteering your 
time, your kindness has been 
a steady reminder that these 
kids are seen, valued, and 
loved. This year’s back-to-
school efforts were a shining 
example of what happens 
when a community comes 
together. Because of your 
generosity, we were able to 
send foster youth into the new 
school year prepared, con-
fident, and with the dignity 
they deserve. To every busi-
ness, organization, church, 
and individual who has part-
nered with us — thank you. 
Your continued support over 
the past decade has allowed 
us to keep our resource closet 
open, fill urgent needs, and 
provide hope for kids and 
families walking through dif-
ficult seasons. It truly takes a 
village, and we are grateful 
to live in one that shows up 
again and again.
With heartfelt thanks,
K ev i n  &  
Am y  D r eh m el ,  F o un d er s
C o m pa s s i o n  C o n n ecti o n
B eck er ,  M N

T O T H E  E D I T OR :
We want to publicly com-
mend Wright County 
Sheriff Deringer for demon-
strating exceptional leader-
ship in community dialogue. 
Sheriff Deringer recently met 
with diverse stakeholders—
including clergy, Wright 
County Indivisible, and im-
migrant community mem-
bers—to discuss concerns 
about potential ICE activities.
As an outcome, the Sheriff 
committed to meet with the 
group to develop a protocol 
that ensures collaboration 
with ICE remains within legal 
and constitutional boundaries 
while prioritizing the safety 
and welfare of all Wright 
County citizens. He also 
agreed to speak at the next 
Wright County Indivisible 
meeting on September 8 at 
the Monticello VFW. This 
proactive approach represents 
exactly the transparent, com-
munity-centered law en-
forcement our county needs. 
By bringing together diverse 
voices, Sheriff Deringer en-
sures that the Sheriff’s 2ffice 
reflects our community’s 
values while maintaining the 
highest legal standards. This 
process provides crucial re-
assurance that the Sheriff’s 
2ffice will be guided by the 
highest law enforcement 
standards, with transparency 
and strict adherence to the 
Constitution and the law. We 
applaud Sheriff Deringer for 
choosing dialogue over si-
lence and transparency over 
uncertainty. This thoughtful 
leadership makes Wright 
County better for all residents. 
We encourage other commu-
nity members to engage in 
this important process and 
thank the Sheriff for creating 
space for these vital conver-
sations.  
R o s e T h el en  
C l ea r w a ter ,  M N

T O T H E  E D I T OR :
I would like to express my 
support for Mayor Tim Goen-
ner and the positive impact he 
has had on our community. 
He has dedicated his time and 
energy to serving Clear Lake, 
always working to move the 
city forward. His efforts—
whether through commu-
nity events, supporting local 
initiatives, or addressing 
concerns—have made a dif-
ference for many of us. While 
the City Council recently 
voted to censure Mayor Go-
enner, it is important to re-
member that disagreements 
are part of leadership. What 
matters most is working to-
gether in the best interest of 
Clear Lake, with respect for 
one another. Our city de-
serves collaboration, trans-
parency, and decisions made 
with integrity. The council, 
too, should be held to that 
standard—serving respect-
fully in the best interest of the 
city. I encourage citizens of 
Clear Lake to attend council 
meetings and see firsthand 
how decisions are made. Our 
community works best when 
we are engaged, informed, 
and present.
C o r r i n a  K o en i g
C l ea r  L a k e,  M N
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Donate Your Vehicle
Call (833) 937-2593 to donate 

your car, truck, boat, RV, 
and more today!

Donate Your Vehicle Today

833-937-2593
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we fi nd that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or recreational vehicles 

due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (833) 937-2593.

www.veterancardonations.org/dnt25

Support Veteran Nonprofi ts.

Free Pickup & Towing.

Top Tax Deduction.

ObituariesPost Office Update
It’s hard to go anywhere 

in town without someone ask-
ing for an update on the Post 
2ffice and what the future 
plans are for this important 
community service.  To be 
sure, this has been one of my 
top priorities over the first 
eight months of my time in 
office, with nearly �� email 
strands dedicated to the sub-
ject.

Last week, I was part of 
two different Business Re-
tention and Expansion visits 
and at both sites, the need for 
a local Post 2ffice was con-
veyed very strongly by both 
sets of ownership. 

We want businesses 
to know that they are being 
heard and we agree that it is 
vital to retain this function 
within our City.

 Here are a few important 
items to consider.

•  We have successfully 
engaged our Federal partners, 
with Senators Klobuchar and 
Smith, as well as Congress-
man Emmer all giving the 
issue a great deal of time and 
effort.  It is a great example of 
a bipartisan approach to serv-
ing constituents and I thank 
all three of these elected of-
ficials and their staff for the 
continued assistance.

•  I also thank the media, 
from T h e Pa t ri ot  to Channel 
5 KSTP TV, for their assis-
tance in spreading the word 
on the importance of main-
taining services in Becker.  If 
you saw the TV segment, you 
know that long-time Becker 
resident Janet Voigt was the 
star of the show and I am 
grateful for her participation 
and wisdom.

•  A special recognition 
for the Rademacher family, 
owners of Bill’s Family Foods 
and Bill’s Superette, for their 
ongoing persistence and 
dedication to trying to find 
a workable solution.  They 
have gone to great personal 
expense, in both time and 
money, and have prepared 
several different options for 
the U SPS to consider.  They 

have shown grace, patience 
and a tremendous commit-
ment to the Becker commu-
nity, all while going well 
above and beyond in their ef-
forts.  If you see Grant or one 
of his boys, please tell them 
“thank you” for their ongoing 
commitment.

•  Within the last several 
weeks, we did extend an offer 
to the U SPS leadership to 
locate temporary Post 2ffice 
Boxes here within the com-
munity.  We have not heard 
back yet on this proposal, but 
are committed to doing ev-
erything we can to ensure that 
our community sees a contin-
uation of services.  

We are also committed 
to ensuring that our delivery 
personnel are brought back to 
Becker, where they can better 
serve the residents of the City 
and Township.  I know this 
entire fiasco has been diffi-
cult for the local Post 2ffice 
employees, who are in just as 
much limbo (and probably 
more) as the rest of us.  We 
want you to know we value 
you and appreciate the work 
you do for us. We will keep 
fighting for you. 

In the coming weeks 
and months, or for as long as 
it takes, I remain committed 
to finding a common sense 
solution that keeps our post 
office here in %ecker.  :hile 
I cannot make promises about 
timelines, decisions or end re-
sults, I can make one promise: 
as soon as we know more, we 
will share the facts with the 
community.

By Mark Kolbinger
Contributing Writer

Annamay (Pickar) Koer-
ing, age 98, of Brainerd, MN, 
passed away peacefully sur-
rounded by family on August 
23, 2025. She was born 
to Leo and Mar-
ian (Dechaine) 
Pickar on June 
12, 1927 in 
Brainerd.

On June 
25,  1947, 
she married 
the love of 
her life, John 
“Jack” Koer-
ing, at St. Francis 
Church in Brainerd. 
Together they raised 
their four daughters: Barb 
(Bill) Matalamaki, Aitkin, 
MN; Pat (Bob) Hinds, St. 
Cloud, MN; Sharon (Craig) 
Schlegel, Plant City, FL; and 
Lorna (Harlan) Gorter, Staples, 
MN.  She was a proud grand-
mother to ten and great-grand-
mother to fourteen. She is also 
survived by her sisters, Donna 
Plante and Dorothy Plante, 
who remained a cherished part 
of her life.

In her younger years, she 
fondly recalled working at 
Harold’s Supper Club, but 
her grandchildren will forever 
treasure memories made on the 
family farm near Crow Wing 
State Park and in the family’s 
orange grove in Plant City, FL. 
Following Jack’s passing after 
their farming years, she em-
braced her independence and 
spent many seasons traveling 
between Lakeland, FL and 
Brainerd.

She was well known for 
her expertise in the kitchen—
especially her unforgettable or-

ange and lemon meringue pies 
and her amazing homemade 
waffles. She also enjoyed 
playing cards, from whist to 

a competitive game 
of Hand &  Foot, 

and she rarely 
turned down the 
chance to play 
R u m m i k u b 
with family 
and friends.

She was 
preceded in 
death by her 

husband, Jack; 
her parents, Leo 

and Marian Pickar; 
siblings James “Jim” 

Pickar and Richard “Bud” 
Pickar; and her much-loved 
grandson, Josh Tuomi. Special 
thanks go to her great-grand-
daughters, Samantha and So-
phie Humphrey, Becker, MN, 
for the loving care they gave 
her in her final days.

Her family takes comfort 
knowing that her legacy of 
love, laughter, and together-
ness will live on in the genera-
tions she nurtured.

A Mass of Christian Burial 
will be held at St. Andrew’s 
Catholic Church in Brainerd, 
MN, on September 4, 2025, 
at 11:00 a.m. with visitation 
beginning one hour prior. The 
family invites guests to join in 
celebrating her life by wearing 
bright colors, Àorals, or a bit 
of sparkle in her honor. Her 
ashes will be laid to rest with 
her husband, Jack, in a private 
burial at MN State Veterans 
Cemetery near Camp Ripley. 
In lieu of Àowers, memorials 
may be directed to the Alzhei-
mer’s Association. 

Annamay (Pickar) Koering, 98
Brainerd, MN

June 12, 1927 – August 23, 2025

Brittney Raymond passed 
away peacefully at her home on 
Monday, August 18, 2025, sur-
rounded by her loving family, 
after a courageous 19- month 
long battle with CNS Lym-
phoma. She was just 37 years 
old. 

Brittney was born 
April 24, 1988 in 
Buffalo, MN to 
Julie (Hageman) 
Smith. She was 
raised in An-
nandale, where 
she graduated 
from high 
school in 2006. 
From a young 
age, she had a 
passion for caring 
for others, which 
led her to become a Li-
censed Practical Nurse – a role 
that was truly her calling.  Brit-
tney most recently worked at 
St. Cloud Orthopedics, where 
her compassion and dedication 
touched many lives.

 In 2011, Brittney met the 
love of her life, Jake, and to-
gether they built a beautiful life 
full of love, laughter, and family. 
She was a devoted and deeply 
loving mother to Brayden (13), 
Brooklynn (7), and Jordyn (4), 
and her bonus daughter, Cece-
lia (13). Her children were her 
world, and she was an extraordi-
nary mom- present, fun, nurtur-
ing, and fiercely protective. 

Brittney had a vibrant spirit 
and a heart of gold. She loved 
music, the outdoors, camping, 
swimming, bonfires, and sim-
ply being with her loved ones. 
Her kind, outgoing, and bubbly 
personality lit up every room 
she walked into. Known for her 
sense of humor and a bit of mis-
chief, Brittany had a way of con-
vincing people to join in on just 
about anything. She always had a 
positive outlook and was able to 
see the good side of things, even 
in the most difficult moments. 

Her strength and courage 
during her cancer journey were 

nothing short of inspiring. She 
faced every challenge with 
grace, determination, and un-
wavering love for her family. 
Brittney leaves behind a legacy 
of compassion, joy, and resil-
ience that will live on in all who 
knew her.

Brittney is survived 
by her mother, Julie 

(Hageman) Smith 
of Clearwater; 
her partner of 14 
years, Jake of 
Clear Lake; her 
beloved chil-
dren, Brayden, 
B r o o k l y n n 

and Jordyn, 
and Cecelia; her 

siblings, Chelsey 
Raymond (Jeremy 

Stewart) of Annandale 
and Zach (Sam) Raymond of 
South Haven; nieces and neph-
ews, Skylar, Lusi, Kinsley, Bent-
ley, Emery, Lukas, Alayna and 
Brynlee; she is also survived by 
many aunts, uncles, cousins, dear 
friends, and co-workers who 
loved and supported her deeply. 

She is preceded in death by 
her Grandma Shirley, Grandpa 
Kenny; Aunt Sheila; and  
great-grandma’s, Velma and 
Ruby.

Brittney will be missed be-
yond words. Heaven has gained 
the most beautiful angel.

The family would like to 
extend heartfelt thanks to the 
St. Cloud Hospital Oncology 
U nit- especially Dr. U fearo and 
Julianna- the ICU  staff, and Mo-
ments Hospice, especially Sarah 
and Chelsey, for their compas-
sionate care and support. 

Per Brittney’s wishes, a Cel-
ebration of Life will be planned 
for a later date.

Obituary and Guest Book 
available online: w w w . w i lli a ms-
d i ngma nn. c om.

Brittney L. Raymond, 37
Clear Lake, MN

April 24, 1988 – August 18, 2025

Funeral Services celebrat-
ing the life of Janice F. Pear-
son, age 86, were held at 10:30 
a.m. on Saturday, August 23, 
2025 at Clearwater 
U nited Methodist 
Church in Clear-
water. Pastor 
Alison Hend-
ley officiated. 
Burial was in 
Acacia Ceme-
tery in Clear-
water. 

Visitation 
was held one 
hour prior to ser-
vices on Saturday at 
the church.

Janice was born on Janu-
ary 5, 1939 in St. Paul to How-
ard and Ellen (Fehr) Schuldt. 
She graduated from St. Paul 
Johnson High School. Janice 
married Gerald Pearson on 
July 18, 1959. Together they 
raised their two daughters, Lo-
relei and Lisa, in Cambridge. 
Gerald passed away in July 
2003.  In September 2006 she 
married Jim Vaughn of Wich-
ita KS.

 She worked multiple jobs 

throughout her life retiring in 
1996.

She enjoyed winters in 
Texas, painting, crocheting, 

swimming, golf, danc-
ing, and especially 

her dogs - all res-
cues. She had a 
special place 
in her heart 
for dogs of 
all kinds, es-
pecially those 
a b a n d o n e d , 
and loved her 

rescue pups 
dearly.

Janice is sur-
vived by husband, Jim 

Vaughn; her daughters Lorelei 
(Tom) Nieto, Lisa Gilyard; 
grandchildren Brita (Zach), 
Lars (Bella), Alex and Anders; 
great-grandchildren Finn, 
Elsie, Alma.

She was preceded in death 
by her parents; and husband, 
Gerald.

Memorials directed to Tri-
County Humane Society St. 
Cloud, and Clearwater U nited 
Methodist Church.

Janice F. Pearson, 86
Clearwater, MN

 January 5, 1939 - August 16, 2025

Obituaries

Plan to Celebrate Your Life
Why pre-arrange?
• The best gift for your family. • Pre-funding relieves the burden. • Your wishes are respected.

St. Cloud • Sauk Rapids • Avon • 
Clear Lake • Eden Valley • Long Prairie • Princeton

Celebrating lives for
over 150 years.
Williamsdingmann.com

Becker Big Lake•••



Looking to 
advertise? 

Call 
763.275.0275 

today!

Area News

15920 Hwy. 10, Becker • 763-262-0871

Call today for a free estimate!
24/7 Service • Emergency #: 320.267.1855

Visit us online: wruckexcavating.com

Wruck Excavating Inc. — 
Your trusted septic experts

• Septic system design & installation
• Septic Tank & Drain Field Repair
• Routine Maintenance & emergency Services
• Pipe Replacement

We slaughter in-house
Call to book an appointment!

FORMERLY T&R MEATS

105 PINE ST., CLEARWATER • 320-558-6390

• Steaks • Pork Chops • Brats 
• Hot Dogs • Hamburgers 
• Chicken • Roasts & More!

We are now hiring - 
Trimmers
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Keller Lake Commons in Big Lake, now an Assisted Living Community 
offering full apartments ranging from 644 to 956 square feet. Cable is included in rents 

for private pay and housing support (formerly known as GRH) renters. Accepting EW and 
CADI. For more information please contact Nicole Gilder, Housing Director at 

763-263-2363 or check us out online at www.kellerlakecommons.com

WE ARE CURRENTLY TAKING
SEADOO AND OTHER PERSONAL 

WATERCRAFTS FOR WINTERIZATION!

WE BUILD YEAR-ROUND

(320) 259-7701  |  AMERIBUILTBUILDINGS.COM

• Equestrian
• Agricultural
• Residential

• Commercial
• General Contracting

• Post Frame
• Steel Frame

MN LIC. BC116509

ALL EXHIBITORS WELCOME!

FEATURING: Allis Chalmers and Witte Engines
S e p t e m b e r  11,  12,  13,  14  •  215 65  360t h  S t .  A l b a n y ,  M N

MUSIC
Country, Old Tyme, Bluegrass, 
Karoake, Gospel
See website for Bands

DAILY EVENTS
�reshing, Corn Shelling, Log Sawing, 
Shingle Mill, Rock Crushing, Rope 
Making, Blacksmith Shop, Print Shop, 
Flour Mill, Miniature Land, Gravel 
Construction AreaFOOD

�reshers Breakfast in the Saloon
Hamburger STand, Malt Stand, Popcorn, 
Ice Cream, Hot Dogs & More!

ACTIVITIES
Silent Auction/Ra�e
400+ Tractors on Display
600+ Engines on Display
Souvenir Shop, Country Store
Country School, G-K Building
Kids Train Rides, Working Models
Model Railroad Museum
Post O�ce, Tekephone Building
Vintage Car & Truck Display

LADIES BUILDING
Christmas Display, Quilting, Cooking, 
Cra�ing, Knitting, Rug Making & More!

CHURCH SERVICES
Saturday 5pm Mass Catholic Services
Sunday 8am Mass Catholic Services

PARADE
Friday 4pm - Featured Parade
Saturday 1:30pm, Sunday 2pm

SPECIAL EVENTS
Garden Tractor Pull  - Friday 6pm
Je� Mortenson: 320-339-5071
Queen & Princess Coronation - Fri., 7pm
Located at the Saloon
Log Sawing Contest - Sat. at Dusk
Wild West Show - Sun., 11:30am

L A R G E  F L E A  M A R K E T
Cra�s & Vendors on Main Street

Ronald Paulsen: 320-845-7105

G E N E R A L :  Allis Chalmers - Kenny Ritter: 320-241-1640 & Cody Wangen: 701-552-2780
                     Witte Engines - Fezzy Hanauer: 320-248-9369 & Patty Hanauer: 320-249-9315
G A T E S  O P E N :  �ursday, Friday, Saturday & Sunday - 7am
A D M I S S I O N :  $12 per day - $25 per season pass - $40 camping donation
                            Kids 12 and under FREE!      Service Dogs Only!!
                            (When accompanied by and adult)
E V E N T  S P O N S O R E D  B Y :  �e Stearns County Pioneer Club
                                                     (A non-pro�t organization)
N O  A T V S  O R  G O L F  C A R T S  W I T H O U T  P R O O F  O F  H A N D I C A P  
A N D  C E R T I F I C A T E  O F  I N S U R A N C E

P r i m i t i v e  C a m p i n g  
o n  G r o u n d s

       

2026 F e a t u r e
J o h n  D e e r e

Stearns County Pioneer Club  • www.albanypioneerdays.com

DENNIS BLOOM 
612-323-5313  or  batfreemn@yahoo.com

• BAT PROOFING • ATTIC RESTORATION

ON THE WEB AT: WWW.BATFREE.NET

DENNIS BLOOM
612-323-5313 or batfreemn@yahoo.com

4 0t h  A n n u a l  
F a i t h  F a l l  F e s t i v a l

S u n d a y ,  S e p t .  7 ,  11a m -1p m
Food, Fun, Family, Friends
Pork Chop Dinner, Live & 
Silent Auctions, Country 

Store, Petting Zoo, Cake Walk, 
Book Mobile &  Kids Games

124 4 9 C l e m e n t a  A v e .  N W ,  M o n t i c e l l o
w w w . l u t h e r a n -f a i t h . o r g  •  7 63-8 7 8 -2092

Worship 
at 10am

COME & JOIN US FOR

Come as you are.
Exper ience genuine community ,
pass ionate worship , and
messages that matter .

Whether you’re new to church,
returning after a long t ime, or
looking for a place to grow -
there ’s a seat for you at Harvest .

WHAT TO EXPECT:

LAUNCH SUNDAY

Sunday, September 7 at 10:30am
Independence Elementary School
Big Lake, MN

WANT TO KNOW MORE?
wwwȐharvestmnȐor#
'drehme(ȲharvestmnȐor#
�o((ow us on �aceboo' Ȗ 	nsta#ram

A warm, welcoming environment

Kids ministry

Relevant teaching and worship

Free coffee and fr iendly faces

FIND FAMILY.
MEET JESUS.

We can’t wait
to meet you!

Scan the QR
code to visit
our website:

628 Roosevelt Rd., Suite 101
St. Cloud, MN 56301

320-774-3789

Accepting all major insurance including Medicare.

w w w . e a o f c m . c o m

Having eye problems? We can help!

Specializing in:
• Cataracts

• Glaucoma

• Dry Eyes

“Dr. Gossman did an amazing job with 
my cataract surgery. I would highly 
recommend him!” 
— Mike Nehring, Cataract Surgery patient

• Diabetic Eye   

   Disease

• Macular 

   Degeneration

• Blurred Vision

• All Other Eye 

   Disorders

• Routine Eye Exams

Schedule your 
life-changing 

experience 
now!

Dr. Gossman has decades of experience & extensive training & expertise!

Dr. Mitchell 
Gossman

Dr. Melanie 
Thares

info@gsc-mn.org  |  www.goodshepherdcampus.org

Looking for a new
place to call home?

Schedule a tour
(763) 450-6670

Now is a good time to make a move
into senior living. Great amenities,

fun activities, and the
companionship of friends make

senior living a great choice heading
into the fall and winter seasons.

2e[ LSme

2e[ JrienHW
Live entertainment



For your convenience we accept:
Classified Ad Deadline is 11 AM WEDNESDAY

 Page 4 • Patriot, Saturday, August 30, 2025

Classifieds
AU C T I ON S
W R I G H T Z  AU C T I ON  C O. “Your Lo-
cally Owned, Full-Service Auction Com-
pany” MACHINERY CONSIGNMENT 
SALE, MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 2025, 
9 A.M. CALL TO CONSIGN TODAY! 
641-398-2218. Hwy 218, Floyd, IA. www.
wrightzauctionco.com (mcn) 

AU T OM OB I L E S
G OT  AN  U N W AN T E D  C AR ? ? ?  D O-
N AT E  I T  T O P AT R I OT I C  H E AR T S.
Fast free pick up. Patriotic Hearts’ programs 
help veterans find work or start their own 
business. Call 24/7: 1-833-485-1046. (mcn)

G et a  b r ea k  o n  y o ur  ta x es !  Donate your car, 
truck, or SU V to assist the blind and visually 
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost vehicle 
pickup and secure a generous tax credit for 
2025. Call Heritage for the Blind Today at 
1-855 977-7030 today! (mcn)

D o n a te y o ur  ca r ,  tr uck ,  b o a t,  R V  a n d  
m o r e to  s uppo r t o ur  v eter a n s !  Schedule 
a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup and receive 
a top tax deduction! Call Veteran Car Dona-
tions at 1-888-429-2331 today! (mcn)

C AB L E / I N T E R N E T
AF F OR D AB L E  T V  &  I N T E R N E T . If 
you are overpaying for your service, call now 
for a free quote and see how much you can 
save! 1-833-472-7954. (mcn)

D I R E C T V -  Al l  y o ur  en ter ta i n m en t. N o th -
i n g o n  y o ur  r o o f !  Sign up for Directv and get 
your first three months of Max, Paramount+ , 
Showtime, Starz, MGM+  and Cinemax in-
cluded. Choice package $ 84.99/mo. Some 
restrictions apply. Call DIRECTV 1-866-
296-1409. (mcn)

F I N AN C I AL
I n f l a ti o n  i s  a t 4 0- y ea r  h i gh s . Interest rates 
are way up. Credit Cards. Medical Bills. Car 
Loans. Do you have $ 10k or more in debt?  
Call NATIONAL DEBT RELIEF and find 
out how to pay off your debt for significantly 
less than what you owe! FREE quote: Call 
1-866-552-0649. (mcn)

H E AL T H  &  M E D I C AL
D E N T AL  I N SU R AN C E  from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage for 
400 plus procedures. Real dental insurance 
-NOT just a discount plan. Do not wait! Call 
now! Get your FREE Dental Information Kit 
with all the details! 1-855-973-9175 www.
dental50plus.com/midwest # 6258 (mcn)

P OR T AB L E  OX Y G E N  C ON C E N T R A-
T OR  May Be Covered by Medicare! Re-

claim independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free information kit! Call 844-
716-2411. (mcn)

ST OP  OV E R P AY I N G  F OR  H E AL T H  
I N SU R AN C E !  A recent study shows that a 
majority of people struggle to pay for health 
coverage. Let us show you how much you 
can save. Call Now for a no-obligation quote: 
1-888-772-8454. You will need to have your 
zip code to connect to the right provider. 
(mcn)

AT T E N T I ON  OX Y G E N  T H E R AP Y  
U SE R S!  Discover Oxygen Therapy That 
Moves with You with Inogen Portable Ox-
ygen Concentrators. FREE information kit. 
Call 1-833-650-5916. (mcn)

H OM E  SE R V I C E S
D o n ’ t P a y  f o r  C o v er ed  H o m e R epa i r s  
Aga i n !  Our home warranty covers ALL 
MAJOR SYSTEMS AND APPLIANCES. 
We stand by our service and if we can’t fix 
it, we’ll replace it! Pick the plan that fits your 
budget! Call: 1-833-816-2128.(mcn)

W AT E R  &  F I R E  D AM AG E  R E ST O-
R AT I ON . Our trusted professionals will 
restore your home to protect your family and 
your home’s value! Call 24/7: 1-833-879-
1480. Mold Remediation services are also 
available! (mcn)

M I SC E L L AN E OU S
R ea ch  o v er  1.4  m i l l i o n  h o m es  f o r  j us t 
$ 24 9!  Advertise your business or item with a 
classified ad in the Midwest Free Community 
Papers. Simple, cost-effective, and powerful. 
One call, and you’re done! Boost your visi-
bility now! 888-899-6327. (mcn)

Sun Setter . Am er i ca ’ s  N um b er  On e Aw -
n i n g!  Instant shade at the touch of a button. 
Transform your deck or patio into an outdoor 
oasis. U p to 10-year limited warranty. Call 
now and SAVE $ 350 today! 1-855-462-
2330. (mcn)

N E E D  N E W  F L OOR I N G ?  Call today 
schedule a F R E E  in-home estimate on Car-
peting &  Flooring. Call Today! 1-833-641-
6323. (mcn)

I N J U R E D  I N  AN  AC C I D E N T ?  Don’t 
Accept the insurance company’s first offer. 
Many injured parties are entitled to cash set-
tlements in the $ 1000’s. Get a free evaluation 
to see what your case is really worth. 100%  
Free Evaluation. Call Now: 1-833-879-1534. 
(mcn)

P r epa r e f o r  po w er  o uta ges  to d a y  w i th  a  
G en er a c H o m e Sta n d b y  G en er a to r . Act 
now to receive a FREE 5-Year warranty with 
qualifying purchase. Call 1-877-228-5789 
today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just a 
generator. It’s a power move. (mcn)

N O M OR E  C L E AN I N G  OU T  G U T -
T E R S. G ua r a n teed !  LeafFilter is backed 
by a no-clog guarantee and lifetime transfer-
rable warranty. Call today 1-855-577-1268 
to schedule a FREE inspection and no obli-
gation estimate. Plus get 75%  off installation 
and a bonus $ 250 discount! Limited time 
only. Restrictions apply, see representative 
for warranty and offer details. (mcn)

T h e b a th r o o m  o f  y o ur  d r ea m s  i n  a s  l i t-
tl e a s  1 d a y . Limited Time Offer - $ 1000 
off or No Payments and No Interest for 18 
months for customers who qualify. BCI Bath 
&  Shower. Many options available. Quality 
materials &  professional installation. Senior 
&  Military Discounts Available. Call Today! 
1-833-618-1178. (mcn)

R epl a ce y o ur  r o o f  w i th  th e b es t l o o k i n g 
a n d  l o n ges t l a s ti n g m a ter i a l  s teel  f r o m  
E r i e M eta l  R o o f s !  Three styles and mul-
tiple colors available. Guaranteed to last a 
lifetime! Limited Time Offer- up to 50%  off 
installation +  Additional 10%  off install (for 
military, health workers &  1st responders.) 
Call Erie Metal Roofs: 1-844-907-2386. 
(mcn)

Ov er  $ 50, 000, 000 i n  ti m es h a r e d eb t a n d  
f ees  ca n cel l ed  i n  2019. Get free informa-
tional package and learn how to get rid of 
your timeshare! Free consultations. Over 450 
positive reviews. Call 877-326-1608. (mcn)

R E AL  E ST AT E
W E  B U Y  H OU SE S f o r  C a s h  AS- I S!  No 
repairs. No fuss. Any condition. Easy pro-
cess: Call, get cash offer and get paid. Call 
today for your fair cash offer: 1-888-715-
0513. (mcn)

W AN T  T O B U Y
C ASH  P AI D  F OR  H I G H - E N D  M E N ’ S 
SP OR T  W AT C H E S!  Rolex, Breitling, 
Omega, Patek Philippe, Heuer, Daytona, 
GMT, Submariner and Speedmaster. Call 
1-833-641-6646. (mcn)

W E  B U Y  V I N T AG E  G U I T AR S!  Look-
ing for 1920-1980 Gibson, Martin, Fender, 
Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite, Ricken-
backer, Prairie State, D’Angelico, Stromberg. 
And Gibson Mandolins / Banjos. 1-833-641-
7028. (mcn)

Minnesota Newspaper Association Classifieds

                                     Week of August 31, 2025             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

MISCELLANEOUS

        
MISCELLANEOUSWANTED TO BUY

WANTED: 
ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES

Running or not. Titled or not. Will pick 
up. Cash in exchange. Sell now before 
prices fall. Call Dan at 612/720-2142

WE BUY HOUSES 
for cash AS IS! No repairs. No fuss. 
Any condition. Easy three step 
process: Call, get cash o൵ er and get 
paid. Get your fair cash o൵ er today by 
calling Liz Buys Houses: 844/978-0683

DON’T LET THE STAIRS 
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY!

Discover the ideal solution for any-
one who struggles on the stairs, is 
concerned about a fall or wants to 
regain access to their entire home. 
Call AmeriGlide today! 866/852-5506

GET BOOST INFINITE! 
Unlimited talk, text and data for just 
$25/mo! The power of 3 5G networks, one 
low price! Call today and get the latest 
iPhone every year on us! 855/849-6621

SAFE STEP
North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. 
Comprehensive lifetime warranty.
Top-of-the-line installation and ser-
vice. Now featuring our FREE shower
package and $1,600 o൵  for a 
limited time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 833/966-3882

GET A BREAK ON YOUR TAXES!
Donate your car, truck, or SUV to 
assist the blind and visually 
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost 
vehicle pickup and secure a generous 
tax credit for 2025. Call Heritage for 
the Blind Today at 844/220-9501 today!

GET DISH 
SATELLITE TV + INTERNET!

Free install, free HD-DVR 
upgrade, 80,000 on-demand movies,
plus limited time up to $600 
In gift cards. Call today! 855/562-4309

SAVE MONEY!
Call your local newspaper 

or MNA 612/332-8844
to  nd out how you can save 

money by placing your 
advertisement here!

Statewide 
Advertising

ONLY 
$279

Call Today!
612/332-8844

OUTDOOR FURNACES NO-
TICE - Outdoor furnace, parts 
and supplies are in high de-
mand and have limited avail-
ability. With approximate lead 
times of about 8 months, plan 
and look ahead. Reserve now 
to have one to install for this 
summer or fall installation. We 
feature Central Boiler furnaces 
and products for complete in-
stallation. We have financing 
available, and up to a $2,000 
tax credit available on select 
models. Reserve today. Call 
or go online, 763-972-6255; 
classactfurnace.com.       ________________________

Outdoor Furnaces

220 USED CARS to choose 
from. We also BUY used cars. 
Guaranteed Approval! Morrie’s 
Auto Connection, 559 Hwy 10, 
St. Cloud (next to the red barn 
Dairy Queen). 320-229-1900. 
Apply online at: 
www.MorriesAutoConnection.com
________________________

Used Cars

To place your ad, call 763.275.0275 or stop by our office at 
14054 Bank Street, Becker • Website: www.patriotnewsmn.com

HANSON PAVING. Residen-
tial & commercial. Driveways, 
parking lots, asphalt, paving & 
asphalt patchwork. No job too 
small. Call for a free estimate 
at 320-259-7874 office. 3636 
Quail Rd., Sauk Rapids. We 
accept Visa & Mastercard. 
www.hansonpaving,com
_______________________

Asphalt/Blacktop

TO PLACE 
A PUBLIC 
NOTICE - 
Call The
Patriot 

763-275-0275

MURPHY
CHEVROLET

N e w  &  U s e d  C a r s  &  T r u c k s
(320) 968-6239

www.murphychevrolet.com

Automotive

TOTAL LAWN CARE, INC. 
Locally owned & operated 
since 1985. Fertilization, core 
aeration, guaranteed control 
of: weeds, crabgrass, mos-
quitoes, ants/ticks/spiders, 
grubworms and Emerald Ash 
Borer. Experience the differ-
ence. 320-685-4131. 
www.totallawn.us
________________________

Lawn Care

HASSAN SAND & GRAVEL 
has a large selection of dec-
orative rock, pulverized & 
screened topsoil, all types 
of driveway aggregates, 
wood & rubber mulch, land-
scape supplies, play/volley-
ball/mason sand, fieldstone 
boulders, steps & natural 
quarry stone, synthetic turf 
products. M-F 7am-4pm & 
Sat, 7am-noon. 13530 Wil-
liamdale Rd., Rogers. 763-
428-2393. 
www.HassanSand.com
Clip this ad & save $20 off 
your purchase of $100 or 

more! Exp. 10/20/25

Landscaping

Public Notices
C I T Y  OF  B E C K E R

N OT I C E  OF  P U B L I C  H E AR I N G  
T O C ON SI D E R  V AC AT I N G  P OR T I ON S OF  

M U L T I P L E  D R AI N AG E  AN D  U T I L I T Y  E ASE M E N T S 
I N  E N E R G Y  P AR K  N I N T H  AD D I T I ON , S H E R B U R N E  

C OU N T Y , M I N N E SOT A
Pursuant to Minnesota Statute §  412.851, the City of Becker City 
Council duly called for a public hearing to consider vacating multi-
ple portions of drainage and utility easements in Energy Park Ninth 
Addition. 
Notice is hereby given that a hearing will be held before the City 
Council of the City of Becker on the 2nd day of September 2025, 
in the City Hall City Council Chambers located at 12060 Sherburne 
Ave SE at approximately 5:00 pm to consider the vacation of multi-
ple portions of drainage and utility easements in Energy Park Ninth 
Addition.
A copy of the draft resolution, and image showing which easements 
are proposed to be vacated, is available upon request or can be 
viewed at the City of Becker City Hall Monday through Thursday, 
7:00am – 4:30pm, and Friday, 7:00am – 12:00pm.  Anyone interested 
in this issue is encouraged to attend and comment at the Public Hear-
ing.  If you are unable to attend, please provide written comment to 
Jacob Sanders at P.O. Box 250, Becker, MN  55308 or by e-mail to 
j san de rs@ c i .be c ker.m n.us  by 4:30 p.m. September 2nd, 2025. 
/s/ Jacob Sanders
Community Development Director
(Published in the Pat ri ot : 8/23/25, 08/30/25.)

ST AT E  OF  M I N N E SOT A
D I ST R I C T  C OU R T

C OU N T Y  OF  SH E R B U R N E
T E N T H  JU D I C I AL  D I S-

T R I C T
P R OB AT E  D I V I SI ON

C ou r t F i l e N o.:  71- P R - 25- 132
I n  R e th e E s ta te o f  Sh a r o n  
R en ee R ad ek e, D eceas ed .

OR D E R  AN D  N OT I C E  
OF  H E AR I N G  ON  P E T I T I ON  
F OR  F OR M AL  P R OB AT E  OF  
W I L L  AN D  AP P OI N T M E N T  
OF  P E R SON AL  R E P R E SE N -
T AT I V E  I N  U N SU P E R V I SE D  
AD M I N I ST R AT I ON  AN D  N O-
T I C E  T O C R E D I T OR S.

TO ALL INTERESTED 
PERSONS AND CREDITORS:

It is Ordered and Notice is 
hereby given that on the 5th of 
November, 2025 at 1:30 p.m., a 
hearing will be held in the above-
named Court at 13880 Business 
Center Drive, Elk River, MN 
55330, Minnesota, for the pro-
bate of an instrument purporting 
to be the will of the above-named 
deceased, dated October 19, 2012, 
and for appointment of Cynthia R. 
Wilson whose address is 15284 
117th Street, Becker, Minnesota 
55308, as personal representative 
of the estate of the above-named 
decedent in unsupervised admin-
istration, and that any objections 
thereto must be filed with the 
Court. That, if proper, and no ob-
jections are filed, a personal rep-
resentative will be appointed to 
administer the estate, to collect all 
assets, pay all legal debts, claims, 
taxes and expenses, and sell real 
and personal property, and do all 
necessary acts for the estate. This 
is an administrative hearing and 
your appearance is not required.

Notice is further given that 
ALL CREDITORS having claims 
against said estate are required to 
present the same to said personal 
representative or to the Court Ad-
ministrator within four months 

D E SC R I P T I ON  OF  P R OP OSE D  SC H OOL  
C ON ST R U C T I ON  P R OJE C T

The Minnesota Department of Education has given a positive review 
and comment to a proposed school construction project for Big Lake 
Schools. The project, described in the excerpt from the Department
Commissioner below, will be subject to voter approval during a ref-
erendum on Tuesday, Nov. 4. Full information about the referendum 
can be found at bi glak esc hool s.or g.
Big Lake Public School District, ISD # 0727-01 is proposing a 
two-question referendum on November 4, 2025. The first ballot ques-
tion would seek an increase of $640 per pupil to the district’s operat-
ing levy. The second ballot question would authorize $36.23 million 
in bonding authority to finance a field house of approximately 65,000 
square feet to be located between the middle and high school. Other 
proposed projects include field/track improvements, including arti-
ficial turf, and interior renovations at the middle and high school. 
Passage of the second ballot question is contingent upon passage of
the first ballot question.
The projects proposed would be scheduled for completion in calendar 
years 2026 thru 2028. Cost estimates by project component are as 
follows::

The district last went to the voters in November 2024 with a 
three-question referendum. The first ballot question, a capital proj-
ects levy of roughly $900,000 per year was approved by voters. The 
other two ballot questions, an operating levy increase of $ 400 per 
pupil and a $ 29 million bond referendum for a field house and special 
education facility addition were not approved by voters.
The operational cost increase associated with the proposed fieldhouse 
is estimated to be around $ 435,000 annually. However, passage of the 
$36.23 million bond authorization is contingent upon passage of the 
proposed operating levy increase. The proposed projects appear to be 
in the long-term interest of the school district.
If the bond referendum is successful and bonds are sold, the debt 
service on the bonds will be eligible for debt service equalization 
under Minnesota Statutes, section 123B.53, subdivision 3, if the bond 
schedule is approved. The amount of debt service equalization aid, 
if any, the district receives is determined annually and is dependent 
upon property wealth, student population, and other statutory require-
ments.

R evi ew  an d  C om m en t Stat em en t
Based on the department’s analysis of the school district’s required 
documentation and other pertinent information from sources of the 
Minnesota Department of Education, the Commissioner of Education 
provides a positive review and comment.

Ad d i ti on al  I n f or m at i on  i s  Avai l ab l e
Persons desiring additional information regarding this proposal 
should contact the school district superintendent’s office.
Willie L. Jett II
Commissioner
(Published in the Pat ri ot : 08/30/25)

C I T Y  OF  C L E AR W AT E R
N OT I C E  OF  P U B L I C  H E AR I N G

AM E N D I N G  Z ON I N G  OR D I N AN C E  -  C H AP T E R  117
F OR  F I N AN C I AL  G U AR AN T E E

N o ti ce i s  h er eb y  gi v en  that the Clearwater Planning Commission 
will hold a public hearing on Monday, September 15, 2025, at City 
Hall, 605 County Road 75 NW at 7:00 PM or as soon thereafter as 
possible to consider an amendment to the city’s zoning ordinance 
related to financial guarantee.
All persons wishing to speak on this item will be heard. Comments 
may be submitted in writing prior to the meeting to City Hall, PO 
Box 9, Clearwater, MN 55320 or emailed to a smy t h e@ c lea rw a t er-
c i t y .c om.
/s/ Annita M. Smythe 
City Administrator
(Published in the Pat ri ot : 08/30/25.)

C I T Y  OF  C L E AR W AT E R
N OT I C E  OF  P U B L I C  H E AR I N G

AM E N D I N G  Z ON I N G  OR D I N AN C E  -  C H AP T E R  117
F OR  P OR T AB L E  ST OR AG E  U N I T S

N o ti ce i s  h er eb y  gi v en  that the Clearwater Planning Commission 
will hold a public hearing on Monday, September 15, 2025, at City 
Hall, 605 County Road 75 NW at 7:00 PM or as soon thereafter as 
possible to consider an amendment to the city’s zoning ordinance 
related to portable storage units.
All persons wishing to speak on this item will be heard. Comments 
may be submitted in writing prior to the meeting to City Hall, PO 
Box 9, Clearwater, MN 55320 or emailed to a smy t h e@ c lea rw a t er-
c i t y .c om.
/s/ Annita M. Smythe 
City Administrator
(Published in the Pat ri ot : 08/30/25.)

after the date of this notice or said 
claims will be barred.
Dated: August 13, 2025
/s/ Jennifer Jelinski, 
Deputy Court Administrator
A t t orney  f or P et i t i oner:
Joseph S. Mayers
KELM &  REU TER, P.A.
Attorney No. 0295747
1287 2nd Street North, Suite 101
Sauk Rapids, MN 56379
(320)251-1423
kelmreut er@ kelmreu t er.c om
08/23/25, 08/30/25).
___________________________

Obituaries

Funeral Services were 
11:00 a.m. Friday, August 
29, 2025 at Williams Ding-
mann Family Funeral Home 
in Becker for Marjorie 
A. Lange, age 76, 
who passed away 
Tuesday, Au-
gust 19, 2025 
at The Gar-
dens of Foley. 
Pastor Court-
ney Young 
officiated and 
burial will be 
at South San-
tiago Lutheran 
Cemetery at a later 
date. Visitation was 4-7 
Thursday, August 28, 2025                                         
and one hour prior to service 
at the funeral home in Becker.

Marjorie was born Febru-
ary 24, 1949 in St. Cloud to 
Edward and Anastasia (Land-
owski) Lange. She lived most 
of her in life in the Becker 
area. Marjorie worked for 
Honeywell for over 20 years 
and Home Depot for over 10 

years. She liked her dogs and 
puppies, fishing, working in 
her yard and tending her Àow-
ers. Marjorie was always out-

going, friendly and her 
customers enjoyed 

visiting with her.  
Marjorie is 

survived by her 
brother, Jerry 
(Jayne) Lange 
of Clear Lake; 
n e p h e w s , 
Eric (Audrey) 
Lange of St. 

Paul Park and 
Alex (Becca) 

Lange of Foley; 
niece, Katie (Jon) 

LaBrecque of Red Wing; great 
nieces and nephews, Ziggy, 
Oz, Maggie, Eli, and Emmer-
son.

She is preceded in death 
by her parents; and sister, 
Frances Peterson. 

Obituary, Guest Book, and 
video tribute available online: 
w w w .w i lli am sdi ngmann.c om.

Marjorie A. Lange, 76
Becker, MN

February 24, 1949 – August 19, 2025

REPKE
from  page 1

firefighter. 7raining is a constant, taking up appro[imately 
10 hours each month. There’s also continuing education 
which is required each year. That’s after the two years 
of training new firefighters are reTuired to take. It also 
doesn’t pay much.

“If you want to do it for the money you’re in the 
wrong profession,” said Repke. “But it’s the most awe-
some job with the most awesome people.”

All the work and shared experiences create strong 
bonds between the firefighters.

“We’ve built such a relationship together,” Repke 
said. “It’s a unique bond. It’s like a second family.”

Fire Chief Mike Keller praised Repke’s dedication.
“Jim is well liked by our members and his continual 

service demonstrates how much he cares about our com-
munity,” he said.

Repke expressed thanks to the Lions, the Legion, and 
the community as a whole for their support. Along with 
their regular service, the fire department supports the com-
munity back in other ways as well.

“We do around 20 community events a year like Her-
itage Days, National Night Out, Trunk or Treat, and other 
reTuests from the public,´ said Repke. “:e block traffic 
for the charitable motorcycle runs.”

After 40 years on the department Repke is still an-
swering calls, not quite ready to retire. He estimates he’ll 
continue for another two years.

“It’s the most rewarding thing I’ve done,” said Repke. 
“I love it so much. People call us in their darkest hour and 
we’re there to help. It’s a lifelong reward.”

7he &learwater )ire 'ept. is always looking for fire-
fighters. $nyone who would like to apply is encouraged to 
stop by city hall to pick up an application. The application 
is also available on the city’s website at c lea rw a t erc i t y .
c om.

building will begin this fall, with a construction timeline 
slated for 2026.

Also in 2026, the Farm Friends Barn site will be home to 
the Becker community gardens, with a 100 by 45 foot space 
already set aside for the popular parcels.  Promotional ma-
terials are currently being put together and Johnson expects 
people to be able to secure their garden spot later this fall.

One of the sheds built last spring by the Becker High 
School Industrial Tech classes was recently purchased and 
moved onsite to store the gardening equipment, and in Sep-
tember, the school’s NHS chapter will be applying a coat of 
paint to help the structure blend in with the other buildings.

“We really value our partnerships with the school,” John-
son said.

Several events are planned in the coming months, includ-
ing a Barn Quilt Class on September 27, and then in October 
the %ecker Schools’ first graders will visit the site to harvest 
the gardens they planted last spring as Kindergartners.

The Holiday Porch Pot class will take place on Novem-
ber 1, while the porch pot sale will happen on November 
7-8.  The ever popular Santa at the Barn event will again take 
place, with this year’s visit scheduled for December 16, de-
pendent of course on the availability of Rudolph and all of 
the other reindeer.

EVOLUTION
from  page 1

CL CITY
from  page 1

an Amazon account for the 
city so departments could 
purchase needed materials;

•  Heard the public 
works report;

•  Set their Truth in 
Taxation meeting for De-
cember 1 at 6:30, with the 
regular meeting to follow;

•  Reminded the audi-
ence that the next council 
meeting would take place 
Tuesday, September 2, in-
stead of their usual Monday 
(due to Labor Day).
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Be a Patriot Page 
Sponsor! Call 

763.275.0275 to 
secure your ad

Sports/Area News

This community newspaper is 
proudly brought to you by the 
advertisers within. Shop local.

PROUD SPONSOR
OF THE 

NEWSPAPER,
EVENTS, ACTIVITIES

AND BUSINESSES
IN OUR LOCAL

COMMUNITIES!

763-262-5850
tjpottertrucking.com

Business & Professional 
Services  Directory

Attorneys

PETERSON - 
GRIMSMO

FUNERAL CHAPEL
Serving your 

community since 1933
250 East Broadway

Monticello, MN 55362
763-295-2918

Our family serving yours!

Funeral

Serving the Metro &
Surrounding Areas Since 1967
www.c-sblacktopping.com
Major Credit Cards accepted

FREE ESTIMATES
a “green” paving contractor

RESIDENTIAL COMMERCIAL
PAVING CONTRACTORS

763.428.2225

Blacktopping

Mulch

15920 Hwy. 10, Becker • 763-262-0871

MULCH • ROCK • BLACK DIRT • SAND
Additional products available!
We can load or delivery available!
Open to the public 
Mon. - Fri., 7am to 5pm 
and Sat., 8am to noon

Apply in person, 1 mile east of Becker, 
137th left, 1/8 mile on left. 612-747-0163    

NOW HIRING!
KASOWSKI GROUP

• FT FARM LABOR
• FT EQUIPMENT OPERATOR • FT FARM MECHANIC

B E C K E R  P U B L I C  
S C H O O L S  I S  H I R I N G  

S C H O O L  B U S  D R I V E R S ! !

Up to $60 per route based on experience.
Benefits include:
*Health, Dental, & LTD (Coverage year round)
* Paid personal, sick, and holidays
* PERA (Public Employee Retirement Assoc.)
* 403 (B) Matching Retirement Options

$2,000 SIGN ON BONUS!!

*NOW OFFERING PAID TRAINING

C o n t a c t  u s  t o d a y !  
7 63-261-4 5 8 8

*MINIMUM OF 3.5 HOURS A DAY WITH 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR MORE

Developing Self-Directed Learners to 
Thrive in a Changing Global Community

Employment

Auctions

•••••• UPCOMING AUCTIONS ••••••

THIS IS A PARTIAL LISTING. B.P. & MN tax applies. 
See website for more: 
www.midwestauctions.com/sharer 
Keith Sharer Auction Service

320-267-1963

3825 Shadowood Dr. NE. Sauk Rapids, MN  
Directions: St. Cloud, E. on Hwy 23 Left 0n 40th (Follow Signs)

SUNDAY
AUGUST 31ST@ 11:00 AM
ANTIQUES, HOUSEHOLD & TOOLS

SUNDAY
SEPTEMBER 7TH@ 11:00 AM

ANTIQUES, HOUSEHOLD & TOOLS

Antiques, Collectibles, Household & décor’, 
Furniture, Tools & outdoor, Yard & garden & Shop

Now Taking Consignments

320-743-2479 
• dahlensheetmetal@frontier.com

Clear Lake, MN
www.dahlensheetmetal.com

763-262-1454
Becker, MN

763-452-2500
Big Lake, MN

320-743-2204
Clear Lake, MN

FUNERAL HOME • CREMATION SERVICES

www.williamsdingmann.com

FAMILY FUNERAL HOMES

SPONSORED BY:

8852 Cty Rd 23
Becker, MN 

Phone:
763.261.5656

Ralph du Monceaux, Owner
Free Loaners ~ Free Estimates 

~ Honest Work

763-261-5656
Ralph’s

Auto Body

• BECKER
Grace Lutheran Church (LCMS)
Pastor: David M. Johnson, 763-262-7782, 11185 27th Ave SE. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am, Sun. School 10:30am, Wed. J.U.M.P. 6pm.
Becker Baptist Church
Pastors: Nathan Bucher (Senior), Kevin Drehmel (Youth) & Amy Drehmel 
(Dir. of Child/Fam. Ministry), 763-261-4202, 11951 Hancock St. Services: 
Sun. Worship/Children 10:30am. During the school year: AWANA for 
Kids/Sun. School 9:15am. Midweek Connect for Kids 6:30pm. Please reg-
ister Kids on our webite. Youth Group: Wed. 6:30pm. www.beckerbaptist.
org. 
Becker Evangelical Free Church
Pastors: Gerald Deppa (Interim Senior), Chris Salvevold (Youth), 763-261-
4125, Becker High School, Office: 11373 150th Ave SE. Services: Sun. 
Worship/Teaching/Fellowship 10am.
Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 12100 Sherburne Ave. Services: Sat. 
Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8:30am & 10:30am. Masses held 1st, 3rd & 5th Sun-
days of the month. (Masses held on 2nd & 4th Sundays in Big Lake).
Faith (Becker) Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Yolanda Denson-Byers & Vicar Molly Wills, 763-261-5751, 11755 
Sherburne Ave. Services: Sun. Worship 9:30am (Holy Communion on the 
1st & 3rd Sundays) Nursery available. Sun. school 9:55am, Refreshments 
& fellowship at 10:30am, Wed. programs: 6:00pm Wed. Worship, 6:30pm 
7th – 9th grade confirmation, 7:30pm Youth Group 1st & 3rd Wed. Bible 
Studies: Tues. 9:00am www.faithlutheran-becker.org.
Oakwood Community Church Assemblies of God
Pastors: Gerry Bass & Sarah, 763-220-6004, 13140 1st St (SW Corner of 
Becker Furniture World). Services: Sun. Bible Study/Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Snake River Free Church
Pastor: Steve Johnston, 612-219-8648, 180th St SE. Services: Sun. Worship/
Sun. School 10:30am., Hymn Sing is second Sun. of every month.
Becker Christian Center & Abundant Grace Church
Pastor: Ken Hanson, 763-262-2177, 15455 59th St SE. Services: Sun. Praise 
& Worship 9:30am, Wed. Family Fellowship 7pm.
Beacon House of Prayer
Pastors: Brian & Linda Holmes, 763-263-3771, 12264 Pleasant Ave. Ser-
vices: Thurs. Worship 6:30pm.
Free Grace United
Pastor: Kevin Wilson, 763-245-0001, Becker High School, 12000 Hancock 
St, Enter door 11. Services: Wed. Worship 6:30pm.

• BIG LAKE
Acts Seventh-Day Adventists Community Church
Pastor: Bill Nixon, 763-263-2287, 20455 187th Ave NW. Services: Sat. 
Worship 9am, Sat. Sabbath School 10:15am.
Bethany Bible Church
763-263-2167, 511 Eagle Lake Road. Services: Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Bridgeview Assembly of God
Pastor: Steve Royalty, 763-263-6274, 20500 County Road 11. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am & 10:45am, Wed. groups (kids/youth/adults) 6:30pm.
SVEA Hill Covenant Church
Pastor: Don Bellach, 763-263-6322, 16392 235th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Cornerstone Baptist Church
Pastor: Gordon Langdon, 763-263-7878, 15300 County Road 35. 
Hope Lutheran Church (ELCA) in Orrock
763-262-0028. www.hopeintherefuge.weebly.com.
IFLESIA AMOR VIVIENTE Living Love Church
Pastores: Juan & Patricia Aguayo, 763-607-5403, 21 Lake St N. Services: 
Sat. 6pm.
Lord of Glory Lutheran Church
Pastor: Marty Mably, 763-263-3090, 15550 190th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
8am & 10:30am.
Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 440 Lake St N. Services: Sat. Mass 
5pm; Sun. 8:30am & 10:30am. Masses held on 2nd & 4th Sundays of the 
month (Masses held on 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays in Becker).
Riverside Church
Online: www.myrc.church, 763-263-2410, 20314 County Road 14. Ser-
vices: Sun 8:45am, 10:30am & 12:05pm.
Saron Lutheran Church
Pastor: Kyle Sidlo, 763-263-2209, 311 Lake St. S. Services: Sun. Worship 

9:30am, indoors or livestream.
Spirit Life Church
763-262-LIFE, 221 Lake St N. Services Sun. mornings 9:45am. Going 
Deeper Sun. 9am. Prophetic Praayer Wed. 7pm.

• SANTIAGO
South Santiago Lutheran Church ELCA
Pastor: Allison Peterson, 763-662-2048, 14675 37th St. Services: Sun. 8am. 
and 10 am, Sun. School 9am.
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church E.L.S. & Princeton Evangelical School
Pastor: Timothy Zenda, 763-662-2570, 18977 17th St. Services: Sun. 
School/Bible Class 10:30am, Divine Worship 9am.
Glendorado Lutheran (ELCA)
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Shari Routh, 920-573-0193, 1100 186th Ave NE. Services: Sun 
Good Shepherd 9am, Sun. Glendorado 10:30am.
Gethsemane Church (ELCA) – Ronneby
Pastor: Barbara Peterson, 320-983-5002, 14478 78th St. NE. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Glendorado Evangelical Country Church
Pastor: Sam Alfano, 763-662-2244, 16999 Glendorado Road NE. Services: 
Sun. School 9:30am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• CLEAR LAKE
Living Waters Church
320-699-0876, 7830 Church St. Services: Sun. Worship 10am, Starting in 
Sept. Wed. night Ladies in Recovery study at 6:30pm.
Trinity Lutheran Church Missouri Synod
Pastor: Josh Reber, 320-743-2919, 8641 Main Ave. Services: Sun. Worship 
8:45am, Sun. School 9:45am.
SHED Church - Non-Denomination in Palmer
Pastor: TBD, 320-241-0123, Palmer Town Hall, 4180 105th Ave. Services: 
Sun. 5pm. www.shedchurch.org.
St. Marcus Catholic Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-743-2481, 8701 Main Ave. Services: Mon.  
& Wed. Mass 8am, Sat. Confessions 4:15pm, Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. 8am.

• DUELM
St. Lawrence Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-968-7502, 10915 Duelm Road NE. Ser-
vices: Sun. Mass 10am, Tues. Mass 8am.

• CLEARWATER
Clearwater United Methodist Church
Pastor: Alison Hendley, 320-558-2581, 405 Main St. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9:30am.
Freedom Bible Baptist Church
320-434-347, 605 Lime St. (Old Clearwater Post Office). Services: Sun. 
Prayer 9am, Sun. School 9:30am, Sun. Worship 10:45am.
Rejoice Lutheran Church – ELCA
Pastor: Jim Bump, 320-558-6851, 1155 County Road 75. 
Services: Sun. School that begins in Worship 9:30am. 
Livestream worship at Rejoice’s Youtube Channel, 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsJGuBda4orT9TWYii5wmGw
Church of St. Luke
Father: Dennis Backer, 320-558-2124, 17545 Huber Ave NW. Services: 
Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8am & 10am, Weekday Mass Tues.-Fri. 8am/
Sat. 9am.
Tri-County Alliance Church
Pastor: David Fogal, 320-558-2750, 8464 160th St NW. Services: Sun. 
School 9am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• SILVER CREEK
Immanuel Lutheran Church
Pastor: Ken Tatkenhorst, 763-878-2820, 11390 Elliot Ave NW. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am
Silver Creek Community Church
Pastor: Zach Pryor, 320-963-3957, 4282 114th St NW. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9am, Sun. Fellowship 10am, Sun. School 10:30am. 

• SAINT CLOUD
Faith Lutheran Church
Pastor: Joshua Reber, 320-252-3315, 3000 County Road SE. Worship: Sun. 
10:15am.

RYAN HUBBARD
763-263-8334 

RESIDENTIAL  • COMMERCIAL - AGRICULTURAL

6715 125th Ave - Clear Lake, MN
320.743.2387 • Cell: 320.290.9843

Scott & Tonia Ulsby

KEN GEROUX CONSTRUCTION
C O R P O R A T I O N

Integrity • Excellence
Uncompromising Customer Satisfaction

Lic. #BC002757
Big Lake • 763-263-6878

Order Online!

Becker Pizza Depot
The Area’s Best Pizza -- Ask Anyone!

14281 Bank Street, Becker • 763-262-2700
www.BeckerPizzaDepot.com • Facebook: Pizza Depot

Pizza, Wings & More

290 EAGLE LAKE RD. N. BIG LAKE
763-263-3262 • WWW.CORNEROAKSDENTAL.COM

FAMILY & COSMETIC DENTISTRY

DR. REED DILL & 
DR. PETER KUEFLER

16455 122nd St Becker MN 55308

763-263-9471

Big Lake

 763-263-6350
parkdental.com

Church DirectoryChurch DirectoryChurch Directory

320-743-2479 
• dahlensheetmetal@frontier.com

P.O. Box 646 • Becker, MN 55308
www.dahlensheetmetal.com

Becker 763-261-4200  |  Princeton 763-389-4099
Monticello 763-271-7177

www.sherburnestatebank.com

Your Hometown Bank

Sh er b ur n e
Sta te B a n k

Member 
FDIC

763-262-4237

M-F
8AM-

4:30PM

Owner: Chad Schwintek
13050 1st Street Becker, MN 55308

24 
HOUR
Towing & recovery

19640 200th Ave., Big Lake

• Family Owned 
    & Operated
• Light, Medium and 
    Heavy Duty  Towing 

• Lockouts 
• Jump Starts 
• Winch Recovery

www.bobstowingandrecovery.com

• BIG LAKE 
• ELK RIVER 
• MONTICELLO

Join your neighbors and friends to gain information ~ Enjoy coffee and refreshments in a
relaxing and friendly atmosphere ~ Enter a door prize drawing. The seminar date is quickly

approaching, so please call us at 763.452.2500 tomake your reservations TODAY!

FREE Advance Planning Seminar

Tuesday, September 17, 2019
6:30 ­ 8:00 p.m.

Williams Dingmann Funeral Home
611 Rose Dr

Big Lake, MN 55309
RSVP: 763.452.2500

Be Our Guest

763-262-1454 - Becker
763-452-2500 - Big Lake

320-743-2204 - Clear Lake
williamsdingmann.com

Electrical

Sheet Metal

Funeral

BECKER PUBLIC SCHOOLS IS HIRING! 
BE A PART OF OUR TEAM!

for information on all our openings, please visit www.becker.k12.mn.us
Questions?  Contact AngelA Oswald @ 763-261-4502, option 3

2025-26 School Year Substitutes:
• TEACHERS

• PARAPROFESSIONALS
• CUSTODIANS

• FOOD SERVERS/
DISHWASHERS

• BUS AND VAN DRIVERS

Looking for a great place to work?
Your Street & Parks is in search of a full- time 
team member!
Street and Parks Operator II, this position is 
responsible for skilled trades work in the 
construction, maintenance operation and repair of 
city facilities, streets, roads, parks, equipment, storm 
sewers and water/wastewater system. 

Associates/Technical degree with coursework in 
skilled trades or considerable experience in the 
�eld along with a valid Class A commercial driver’s 
license (CDL) is required. 

Pay rate is $29.68 to $37.60 per hour depending on 
quali�cations. Hours are Monday through Thursday 
6:30 am to 4:00 pm and Friday 6:30 am to 10:30 
am. 

Application deadline is Friday, September 12, 2025 
at 11:00 am. Applications are available at Big 
Lake City Hall, 160 Lake St N, or on-line at www.
biglakemn.org. Please submit completed application 
form, cover letter, and resume to: 

City of Big Lake Streets & Parks Operator position 
160 Lake St N Big Lake Mn 55308 dwegeleben@
biglakemn.org.

Please reach out to Norm, at 763-251-8011 or you 
can email Norm at nmichels@biglakemn.org for more 
information. 

EEOC. Posted August 27, 2025

Looking for a great place to work?
Your Street & Parks is in search of a full- time 
team member!

14068 Bank St., becker
(ACROSS FROM SHERBURNE STATE BANK)

Hours: Sun-Thurs 11am-9pm Fri & Sat 11am-10pm

DINE IN ONLY! • MUST PRESENT 

COUPON • ONE COUPON PER VISIT

763-275-0270

 $50 or 
more!

$10 OFF$10 OFF
EXPIRES: September 12, 2025

$7,500
$11,000

$14,000
$18,000
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IRRIGATION AT   
ITS FINEST.

IRRIGATION AT   
ITS FINEST.

Gain greater water efficiency and 
save thousands in energy bills by 
converting to low-pressure sprinkler 
technology. Valley® Irrigation will 
ensure every drop of water works 
to your advantage.  

Schedule a sprinkler package 
review today!

Gain greater water efficiency and 
save thousands in energy bills by 
converting to low-pressure sprinkler 
technology. Valley® Irrigation will 
ensure every drop of water works 
to your advantage.  

Schedule a sprinkler package 
review today!

valleyirrigation.com

valleyirrigation.com

SPRINKLER UPGRADE

SPRINKLER UPGRADE

CA1090

CA1090

DEALER LOGO
Address | Phone Number | Website

suggested font: Arial

DEALER LOGO
Address | Phone Number | Website

suggested font: Arial

4 COLUMN x 5”
7.708” x 5”

7 5 5 1 S t a t e  S t re e t
C l e a r L a k e ,  M N  5 5 319
320-7 4 3-3000

CA1090

7 5 5 1 S t a t e  S t r e e t
Cl e a r  L a k e ,  M N  5 5 319
320-7 4 3-3000

FREE
DELIVERY*

SET-UP*
REMOVAL

QUEEN SIZE 
ADJUSTABLE 

BASES STARTING AT:
$499

GOOD.
Spring O Pedic 300 Eurotop

$399 QUEEN
$599 KING

BETTER.
Spring O Pedic Winston Eurotop
$499 QUEEN
$799 KING

BEST.
Spring O Pedic 
Black Eurotop

$599
 QUEEN
$899 
 KING

GOOD. BEST 
PRICE!

BEST 
VALUE!

BEST 
REST!

TRUCKLOAD

SALE!
TRUCKLOAD

SALE!

*20 miles radius with mattress purchases over $499

Hours: M-F 9-8  • Sat 9-5 • Sun Noon-5 • 424 Avenue South, Waite Park • 252-0660

www.happysleeperfurniture.com

A SA P  P u mp i n g  Se r vi ce

• Commercial septic Pumping
• Residential Septic Tank Pumping 
• Holding Tanks• Routine Maintenance
• Tank Compliance• Emergency Service

Ca ll 
7 63 4 15 -0319

Serving Becker, Big Lake, Elk 
River and Surrounding Area

Emergency 
Service!

Quality Building Supplies 
at Affordable Prices

Since 1975

BOOK YOUR ORDER!

Call for a FREE estimate
117th Ave., Milaca

(north end of Milaca off Central Ave)

BUILDING
$PECIAL$

320-983-6304 •1-800-818-1846

LATCHAM-LIND LUMBER &
POST FRAME BUILDINGS

The Foster Grandparent Program of Catholic Charities St. Cloud
is under the direction of AmeriCorps Seniors

Become a Foster Grandparent!
Support nonprofits, Head Starts, or school classrooms through
meaningful volunteer work:

Make a lasting impact by being a consistent and caring presence
Build friendships with other active, like-minded seniors
Stay engaged and purposeful in your community
Receive free training--no prior experience needed

Call Maxine Potter at 612-390-0617  or  email maxine.potter@ccstcloud.org.

Start making a
difference, today!

Age 55+. Flexible Hours.
Tax-Free Stipend. Mileage Reimbursement.

Come along with Happy Trails Tours as we travel Southwest to Arizona and 
California on our 20 Day 2026 Motorcoach Winter Escape. SEVEN fabulous nights 
in Palm Springs and FIVE in Lake Havasu during peak season for snowbirds! From 
Joshua Tree National Park to the Oasis Camel Dairy Farm, you’ll experience all that 
Happy Trails is known for.... great tours with a few “out of the way” stops to keep 
you entertained! Add to this 29 meals. Contact Sandy. Email: happy_trails_tours@
yahoo.com. For more info: http://www.happytrailtours.com/

Winter Escape Trip

218-744-4159 (Major Credit Cards Accepted)

Palm Springs & Lake Havasu Feb 11-March 2, 2026

Saturday, 
Sept. 13, 2025

11-2 p.m.  
McPete’s Sports 

Bar & Lanes

Unlimited mini-golf, free bowling, entertainment, vendor booths,games, food concessions, 
prizes, DJ music & photo booth from Northwoods DJ Service, free Jonny Pops, 

“World of Wheels”, bouncy house and much more!

Pre-Sale Tickets for admission, $5-for sale now at: 3 Son’s Hardware or 
McPete’s ($10 at the gate) Kids 2 and younger FREE. 

First 100 kids get a FREE goodie bag!

King Pin Sponsor: McPete’s
Snack Shack Sponsor: Coborn’s

Rock the Block Sponsor: Sherburne State Bank
Putt Putt Partners: Big Lake Area Veterinary Hospital

Strike Zone Sponsor: Big Lake Spudfest
Bean Bag Boss Sponsors: Minnco Credit Union , Park Dental - Big Lake

Dunk Tank Sponsor: El Teca, All Purpose Rental
Other Sponsors: Avery’s Adventures, Queen Bees, Driscoll Accounting

Everyone is Invited to Attend!

15th 
Annual

Unlimited mini-golf, free bowling, entertainment, vendor booths,games, food concessions, 

Everyone is Invited to Attend!

Hosted by:

DUNK TANK 
 BATTLE OF THE BANKS 
 CAR PARADE AT 2PM  

JOIN US OUTSIDE AT 
MCPETE’S TO “ROCK 
THE BLOCK” AT 7PM
With local band,

Humboldt Station

Sept. 13 th

11-2 m

4»�.h 
Cliamber 

of Commerce & Industry 

Contact Julle at 763-263-7800 or 
Julleeblglakechamber.com 

15th Annual 
• 

Northwoods DJ Service 

Dunk Tank 11-1 pm 
*BL School Supt.Tim T.

*Mayor Paul K.
*Principal Teresa S-P

and more!!! 
Sponsored by: 

Block Party Bean Bag 
Bonanza Tournament 

3 pm Register NOW! 

Pre-sale tickets for admission 
($5) for sale now at: 

Three Sons Hardware or 
McPete's 

$10 at the gate __ 
Kids 2 and younger FREE --. 

First 100 kids get a free goodie 
bag! 

Putt Putt Partner: 

DRISCOLL 
ACCOUNTING SERVICES, LLC 

Strike Zone sponsor + 

Bean Bag Boas sponsors: 

Your Community Credit Union." 

P Parle Dental
_BigLake 

Rain or shine 

uBattle of the Banks'' 
Tug-o-war 1:15 pm 

Car parade 2 pm 
down Humboldt Drive 

Join us outside at McPete's to 
"Rock the Block" at 7 pm 

<fl:u.m./Joldt 
STATION 

est. 2020 

"ROCK the BLOCK" 

Rain or Shine! Rain or Shine!

Block Party Bean Bag 
Bonanza Tournament - 
3pm - REGISTER NOW!

Real Estate

Located on Main Street, 64 Oak Ave., S. • www.EdinaRealty.comLocated on Main Street, 64 Oak Ave., S. • www.EdinaRealty.com

Rick Seagraves 
Realtor®

320-282-5656

Located on Main Street, 64 Oak Ave., S. • www.EdinaRealty.com

Ron Sherwood 
Realtor®

763-442-5949

Located on Main Street, 64 Oak Ave., S. • www.EdinaRealty.comLocated on Main Street, 64 Oak Ave., S. • www.EdinaRealty.com

Patrick Splinter 
Realtor®

612-437-1383

Located on Main Street, 64 Oak Ave., S. • www.EdinaRealty.comLocated on Main Street, 64 Oak Ave., S. • www.EdinaRealty.com

Jim Splinter 
Realtor®

320-980-0560

Located on Main Street, 64 Oak Ave., S. • www.EdinaRealty.comLocated on Main Street, 64 Oak Ave., S. • www.EdinaRealty.comLocated on Main Street, 64 Oak Ave., S. • www.EdinaRealty.com

Nancy Loidolt 
Realtor®

651-235-3709

ANNANDALE

Private lakeshore retreat on Lake Pulaski in Buffalo, MN, complete with city water/sewer. This one owner, 
custom built lake home offers desirable one-level living & 270’ of west facing, hard sand bottom shoreline. 
Ideal for swimming, fishing, boating & enjoying stunning sunsets. Whether you are looking for a development 
opportunity, multi-generational compound, or a wooded lakefront escape with privacy inside city limits. 
Updated Hardie Board siding & a new roof. Ready for you to move in and start enjoying all that Lake Pulaski 
offers-exceptional water clarity, great fishing & full recreation fun for watersports. Ample storage includes 
a heated 2-stall attached garage, 600+ sq. ft. workshop below & 30x50 pole shed. Less than an hour to MSP 
Airport with easy access to Hwy 55 & I-94. 2015 Pulaski Road, Buffalo. MLS #6762643. $1,975,000. 
Schedule your private showing today with Patrick Splinter, 612-437-1383.

3 magnificent properties!
On the sandy shores of Clearwater Lake - nearly 3,200 acres with a boat-accessible restaurant. 
This updated lake home is perfect as a year-round residence or a weekend getaway. Featuring a 
remodeled kitchen & baths, two MF BR, plus a bunkhouse & office that could serve as an additional 
sleeping area, the layout offers flexibility & comfort. The walk-out LL was designed for entertaining 
with a built-in bar & covered paver patio leading to a beautifully landscaped lakeside yard. Enjoy 
100 feet of sandy shoreline, gradual elevation & clear water for swimming, boating & fishing. Whether 
you’re relaxing at the firepit, boating, swimming, or hosting guests, this property delivers the ultimate 
lake lifestyle. 11824 103rd Street NW, South Haven, MN. MLS# 6767227. $750,000. Schedule your 
private showing today with Patrick Splinter, 612-437-1383.

Nestled in the heart of Annandale is this meticulously maintained home with tons of updates 
throughout. Boasting 3 BR, 2 baths & an oversized garage with a bonus room above. This 
move-in ready home is ready for new memories to be made. Across the street from the 
splash pad at Annandale City Park, a short block & a half walk to Annandale Public Beach with 
paddle board rentals & a sandy beach. A five block walk to restored Downtown Annandale with 
many stores, shops, gym, ice cream shop & eateries. Within walking distance to all things fun! 
New landscaping, front steps, stainless kitchen appl., water heater & softener, furnace, central 
AC, garage door opener, bathroom vanities, refinished kitchen cabinets, restored clawfoot tub & 
new flooring upstairs! Come check this one out before it is gone! 350 Maple Ave., Annandale, MN.
MLS# 6761338. $319,950. Call Rick Seagraves for a private showing, 320-282-5656.

By Katie Cantin, 
Contributing Writer

During the July Big Lake 
School Board meeting, Supt. 
Tim Truebenbach gave an 
update on the district’s part-
nership with the Big Lake 
Food Shelf. 

The food shelf’s lease at 
city hall will be coming up 
and they need a new place to 
relocate. The school district 
will provide a place for the 
food shelf, and in turn will 
work with the food shelf on 
programming for students to 
learn about civic engagement 
and volunteerism. The lease 
with the food shelf would 
begin in August of 2027. 

Open  F o r um
Timothy Meyers spoke 

during open forum regarding 
the renewal of the operating 
levy in 2024. He said that 
the state gave school districts 
the ability to renew this levy 
without voter input, and the 
Big Lake School Board chose 
to do so at a cost of $ 22.4 mil-
lion. Meyers believed that the 
board should have asked for 
a vote on the matter or at the 
very least sent out a notice to 
taxpayers. 

F a ci l i ty  M a i n ten a n ce
The board reviewed and 

approved the 10 year long 
term facility maintenance 
plan (LTFM). This upcoming 
year, the district will focus 
mostly on making payments 
for previously completed 
work, such as the new roof 
and the HVAC system, as 
well as some pay-as-you-go 
projects, including the swim-
ming pool project. 

Board Chair Tonya Rea-
soner noted that it was import-
ant to make sure, as the plan 
does, to finish with a positive 
projected end balance. 

Supt. Truebenbach noted 
that the plan doesn’t really 
stay accurate for ten years, 
and after about two years 
things will likely change.

BL Schools 
partners 
with food 
shelf

By Katie Cantin, 
Contributing Writer

( R ep ort er’ s not e:  t h i s 
a rt i c le c ov ers bot h  t h e A u -
gu st  6  a nd  A u gu st  1 9  meet -
i ngs of  t h e B ec ker Ci t y  
Cou nc i l. )

During their August 6 
meeting, the Becker City 
Council discussed some top-
ics on road safety, including 
crosswalk safety and ebike 
laws. 

C r o s s w a l k s
Mayor Mark Kolbinger 

took some time during the 
meeting to acknowledge the 
recent tragedy where a minor 
using the crosswalk was 
killed by a car. The mayor 
promised the city was taking 
steps to increase enforce-
ment of crosswalk rules and 
make them safer for pedes-
trians. 

“We just want the citi-
zens to know we hear your 
concerns,” Kolbinger said. 

In addition to increased 
patrols, the city is moving 
forward with a redesign of 
Edgewood St., where the in-
cident occurred, which was 
already underway. During 
this process, the city intends 
to take special care to evalu-

ate the safety of the road and 
the trail. 

E - B i k es
Chief Chris Lindbloom 

of the police department 
gave a brief lecture during 
the council meeting regard-
ing the laws behind e-bikes. 
He said anyone using these 
bikes must be at least 15 
years old. The police have 
contacted the parents of the 
riders who were under 15 to 

explain this law. 
The city is looking to 

establish its own ordinance 
regarding e-bikes, which 
would further direct how 
these vehicles should be 
used. 

Lindbloom also said 
they were considering add-
ing some new stop signs 
to pedestrian trails to make 
sure the bikers are stopping 
for walkers on those paths. 

G R R L  P r es en ta ti o n
The Great River Re-

gional Library (GRRL) gave 
their annual update to the city 
council. GRRL has 32 loca-
tions spanning six counties. 
There are 96,317 borrowers 
across the GRRL network, 
and 2,528 of those borrow 
from the Becker location. 
Last year, 56,424 items 
were circulated through the 
Becker location. 

The Friends of the Li-
brary organization was able 
to secure a $ 12,000 grant 
which paid for new furniture 
at the library. 

The library offers more 
than just physical books. 
They have a service which 
can provide patrons with 
ebooks and audiobooks, as 
well as items for streaming. 
The library is part of a part-
nership with libraries across 
Minnesota to borrow books 
from other libraries if a pa-
tron happens to want an item 
not in the GRRL collection.

Last year, the library 
offered 141 programs 
throughout the year, includ-
ing storytime readings, art 
programs, and many other 
fun activities. They also 
have outreach programs with 
other community groups. 

Becker City discusses road safety issues
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CentraCare.com

Best wishes
for a safe and

healthy season!

MN License BC688026 • ND License 52310 A
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Good Luck 
Athletes 

in 2025!

GOOD LUCK 
BECKER & 
BIG LAKE 
TEAMS!

Becker • 763-262-5850
tjpottertrucking.com

Congrats athletes and don’t 
worry...we got you covered!

By Bill Morgan, 
Editor

There are new coaches 
for the Big Lake Swim/Dive 
team for 2025-26.

Khanya Lemus and An-
gela Carik have been hired as 
Co-Head Coaches for the Big 
Lake High School Swim and 
Dive team for the upcoming 
year.  Though raw from head 
coaching experience, they 
both bring several years of 
coaching knowledge and 
backgrounds as swimmers. 

“We are really enjoy-
ing our coaching journey, 
and feel incredibly fortu-
nate and proud to be a part 
of this amazing Big Lake 
High School Swim and Dive 
Team,” the coaches jointly 
said.  “It is a privilege to work 
with such dedicated athletes 
and to contribute to this won-
derful program that embodies 
excellence, teamwork and 
school spirit.”

The newcomer coaches 
are excited to have a sizable 
team this season with a total 
of 41 members on their roster.  
This includes 34 swimmers, 
five divers, and two dedi-
cated team managers who 
help keep everything running 
smoothly. 

While they have not yet 
named their team captains for 

the season, the coaches are 
very proud to recognize their 
outstanding group of seniors 
in,  Emma Conklin, Adelyn 
Fox, Aimee Lu, Brooklyn 
May, Kayleigh Pregler, Greta 
Schwirtz and Maia Wender-
ski.  

“In addition, (we rec-
ognize) our two senior team 
managers, Alexis Gosewisch 
and Britta Vagle, who play 
a big role in supporting the 
team behind the scenes.” 

Lemus and Carik say this 
group of senior leaders has 
already made a big impact on 
their program through their 
dedication, positivity, and ex-
ample. 

“(They) are shaping 
the culture of our team and 
leaving a lasting legacy for 
future athletes to follow and 
us coaches couldn’t be more 
proud of each of them.”

The swim/dive team’s 
schedule this season closely 

mirrors last years.  The ath-
letes are especially looking 
forward to two key events — 
the  JV Championships and 
their section meet, both of 
which offer exciting opportu-
nities for Big Lake’s athletes 
to not only have fun but also 
to showcase their growth and 
spirit.

Other coaches at the pool 
will be Assistant Coach Kay-
cee Taubert and Dive Coach 
Hannah Peterson.

The roster includes: Aria 
Bauman, Jacqueline Busch, 
Kaitlyn Casavant, Emma 
Conklin,  Harper Corrick,  
Grace Coyer,  Emily Ed-
lund,  Zoey Fisher, Adelyn 
Fox, Piper Fridgen, Abigail 
Frdigen,  Madelyne Fridgen, 
Alexis Gosewisch, Piper 
Hanson,  Quinn Haugen, 
Grace Hockert, Zoe John-
son, Emmelia Kortenkamp,  
Aubrey Linder, Aimee Lu, 
Alexis Magda-Bowlby, 
Brooklyn May, Charlotte 
Overby, Naomi Peterson, 
Sophia Petrie, Vanessa Pot-
ter, Kayleigh Pregler, Alexis 
Quinn, Greta Schwirtz, Eve-
lyn Schwirtz, Linda Stokes, 
Sierra Strommen, Makaela 
Thompson, Britta Vagle, An-
nika Vagle, Scarlet Wagner, 
Elise Warnke, Maia Wender-
ski, Kyla Wenderski, Emma 
Wood and Katelynn Wothe.

THE BIG LAKE 2025-26SWIM/DIVE TEAM. (In alphabeti-
cal order): Aria Bauman, Jacqueline Busch, Kaitlyn Casavant, 
Emma Conklin,  Harper Corrick,  Grace Coyer,  Emily Edlund,  
Zoey Fisher, Adelyn Fox, Piper Fridgen, Abigail Frdigen,  Made-
lyne Fridgen, Alexis Gosewisch, Piper Hanson,  Quinn Haugen, 
Grace Hockert, Zoe Johnson, Emmelia Kortenkamp,  Aubrey 
Linder, Aimee Lu, Alexis Magda-Bowlby, Brooklyn May, Char-
lotte Overby, Naomi Peterson, Sophia Petrie, Vanessa Pot-
ter, Kayleigh Pregler, Alexis Quinn, Greta Schwirtz, Evelyn 
Schwirtz, Linda Stokes, Sierra Strommen, Makaela Thompson, 
Britta Vagle, Annika Vagle, Scarlet Wagner, Elise Warnke, 
Maia Wenderski, Kyla Wenderski, Emma Wood and Katelynn 
Wothe. (Submitted Photo).

Hornet swim/dive team has new coaches

By Ken Francis, 
Contributing Writer

The Big Lake boys 
cross country team is look-
ing strong in the early sea-
son.

Even though they lost 
their top runner Jack Leuer 
to graduation, the team has 
depth this season

“Jack was one of the 
best runners we’ve ever 
had,” says Coach Todd 
Trutna. “But I think there’s 
a chance we can still go to 
state with the boys. That 
would be six years in a row. 
It would be nice to keep 
that streak going.”

It looks like senior 
Gavin Flavin is the top run-
ner so far with senior Trent 
Erickson right behind.

“They’ll probably lead 
us,” says Coach Trutna. 
“After that is a cluster of 
three runners: Eli Henning, 
Theo Johnson and Jack 
Schmidt.”

They’ll likely be the 
next three  scorers. The 
team also has Max Baron 
and Jordan Domka coming 
off a pretty good track sea-
son.

It’s a different story 
for the girls team, which is 
dominated by younger run-
ners. The team lost its top 
senior, Campbell Slattery 
to graduation. This year, 
Brynn Scheer is the only 

senior on the squad.
“She does a great job 

as captain of the girls,” says 
Coach Trutna.

But after Scheer, the 
rest of the varsity team 
mostly ninth graders. There 
are no 11th or 10th graders.

“In previous years we 
couldn’t get junior high 
girls to come out for the 
team,” says Trutna. “Now 
we have six seventh grad-
ers and five eighth graders.´

So the girls varsity 
team will be Scheer and a 
list of mostly ninth grade 
runners.

Some of those ninth 
graders have varsity ex-
perience. Hazel Goldseth 
and Elsie Jagusch both ran 
varsity as eighth graders 
and  Aubrey Judge ran as a 
seventh grader last season. 
And Trutna says a new run-
ner, Shay France is one to 
watch.

“She played soccer be-
fore,” he says. “She’s inex-
perienced but she could be 
our number one runner.”

It looks like the girls 
team has a bright future. 
How they do this season is 
still a question.

The Hornets held a 
time trial Saturday to see 
how well all the runners do. 
They competed at Prince-
ton Thursday, results next 
week.

THE 2025 BIG LAKE BOYS CROSS-COUNTRY TEAM (in no 
particular order) Trent Erickson, Gavin Flavin, Jordan Domka, 
Nicholas Erickson, Theo Johnson, Elijah Schaller, Jack Schmidt, 
Grant Volk, Max Baron, Eli Henning, Evan Hitter, Avery Jarvi, 
William Blakeney, Zach Gorman, Kale Lieser, Peter Mattison 
and Wyatt Winslow. (Photo by Ken Francis.)

Hornet runners ready 
to start the season

HE 2025 BIG LAKE GIRLS CROSS COUNTRY TEAM (in no 
particular order) Brynn Scheer, Bergan Erlandson, Shay France, 
Hazel Guldseth, Chloe Howe, Elsie Jagusch, Ainsley McGuire, 
Hahhah Talvitie, Aubriana Judge, Ella Herrmann, Macey 
Lingl-Stephani, Vivian Maxson, Graycen Mayer, Beati Lucien 
Pellas, Cora Rand, Sophia Sigafus and Rylie Soroko. (Photo by 
Ken Francis.)

ATTENTION: THE PATRIOT REACHED OUT TO EVERY HEAD COACH OF ALL THE FALL TEAMS FOR BOTH 
HIGH SCHOOLS BUT A FEW FAILED TO PROVIDE INFO AND/OR PHOTOS FOR THIS WEEK’S PREVIEW 
HOPEFULLY, NEXT WEEK WE WILL HAVE THE MISSING TEAMS AND THEIR INFORMATION AS WELL AS 
RESULTS FROM WEEKLY COMPETITION. WE APPRECIATE YOUR ATTENTION TO THIS MATTER...

Submitted Article

Senator Andrew 
Mathews (R–Princeton) re-
leased the following state-
ment after the U niversity of 
Northwestern and Crown 
College won their case, Loe 
v. Walz, which challenged a 
2023 law aimed at removing 
faith-based universities from 
the state’s Post-Secondary 
Enrollment Options (PSEO) 
program:

“A federal judge ruled 
over the weekend that the 
DFL trifecta’s law targeting 
religious and Christian uni-
versities that offered PSEO 
classes was unconstitu-
tional,” said Sen. Mathews. 

“Two years ago, I told my 
Democrat colleagues this 
law discriminated against 
religion, violated the First 
Amendment, and would be 
struck down. That’s exactly 
what happened. This is an-
other example of Governor 
Walz and the Democrats 
passing controversial laws 
only to have the courts over-
turn them.”

“It’s a clear win for reli-
gious liberty at a time when 
it’s under attack every day, 
even from lawmakers. Pass-
ing unconstitutional laws 
might score political points, 
but it wastes court resources 
and threatens the freedoms of 
all Minnesotans.”

Sen. Mathews praises 
win for religious liberty
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We are a locally owned business 
located on the north side of the 

Angell’s Construction building on 
Bank Street in Becker. 

Specializing in air, gas, spring 
cleanup equipment and power tool 

rental. We also stock a variety of 
tent and party supplies perfect for 

weddings, graduation parties and all 
your other party needs.

A brand-new 50’ towable boom! Great for siding 
repairs, tree trimming, hanging Christmas lights 

and much more!

See us for all your party rental needs! 

Good Luck Athletes 
in 2025!

If you have any special requests for a tool or party equipment as 
we build our inventory, contact us: email, facebook, or website.

allpurposerentals@gmail.com
www.facebook.com/allpurposerentals

www.all-purpose-rentals.com

W E A R E T A K I N G
S P E C I A L R E Q U E S T S !

14 195  B a n k  S t . ,  B e c k e r ,  M N  5 5 308

S E R V I C E S :
•  O i l  C h a n g e s

•  A l l  M e c h a n i c a l
•  B r a k e s

•  T r a n s m i s s i o n s
•  T i r e s

•  R o u t i n e  
M a i n t e n a n c e

Good Luck 
Athletes

in 2025!

505 N. Walnut St., Clearwater, MN • 320. 558.1134

• Haircuts 
• Nail Trims 

• Baths 
• Teeth Brushing

Madison Borst, 
Owner & Ruger

H a v e  a  g r e a t  s e a s o n  a t h l e t e s !

PROUD TO BE 
FAMILY OWNED 
PROUD TO BE PROUD TO BE 

8475 CENTER ST., 
CLEAR LAKE, MN 55319

320-743-5540

WWW.BRICKYARDBARANDGRILL.NETWWW.BRICKYARDBARANDGRILL.NET

- OPEN LATE
-HAPPY HOUR 3-6, M-F

- LARGE PATIO
- PULL TABS & E-TABS

- TAKE OUT 
AVAILABLE

- 24 TAP LINES
- DAILY FOOD 

SPECIALS LUNCH 
& DINNER

Have a great season, Athletes!

Dental care for 
the entire family

Our dentists offer the utmost care 
to moms, dads and kids of all ages.

16991 198th Ave NW
Big Lake  |  763-263-6350

Good luck this season, 
Hornets and Bulldogs!

parkdental.com

By Ken Francis, 
Contributing Writer

The Big Lake boys 
soccer team is hoping for 
a successful season. Sec-
ond-year coach Michael 
Green feels last year went 
well for the Hornets.

“I came in knowing 
I had to build a culture 
- build a team,” he says. 
“The focus was keeping the 
guys together and creating 
a fun program for them. We 
did decently. Our numbers 
have increase, so that tells 
me I did something right.”

Although they lost 
six players to graduation, 
there are quite a few play-
ers returning who have 
experience on the varsity 
team. Their top scorer, Will 
Priest, is back and is likely 
to lead the offense this sea-
son.

But their top goal-
keeper, Tyler Huver, grad-
uated and was a big reason 
for the team’s success in the 
past.

“That’s a big loss. It’s a 
position we might struggle 
at this season,” says Coach 
Green. “We have a couple 
guys who volunteered to 
play goalkeeper, so we’re 
going to coach them and 
get them prepared for the 
game.”

Green says the team is 

motivated but still working 
on getting fit to play against 
the competition. He be-
lieves they’ll be ready.

“Our scrimmage (last 
Monday) against Little 
Falls was a good experi-
ence. We tried guys in dif-
ferent positions on varsity 
and JV,” says Coach Green. 

“We saw some good things. 
Now we need to keep them 
excited and motivated.”

The Hornets opened 
the season against Legacy 
Christian Thursday, Hop-
kins Friday and Sauk Rap-
ids-Rice Saturday, results 
next week. They play at 
Spectrum Tuesday.

THE 2025 BIG LAKE BOYS SOCCER TEAM and coaches (in no particual order) Carlos Con-
treras Cabrera, Steven Puma Pineda, Guillermo Murillo Saucedo, Mason Phelps, Logan Phillips, 
Ryler Peterson, Kofi Gyamerah, Lucas Sales, Jacob Heinen, Lucas DuMont, Owen Lange, Aaron 
Mezatio Toukem, William Priest, Branson Gray, Caleb Olson, Aidan Johnson, Orlando Flores, Elijah 
Chastain, Adan Solano Vega, Christopher Obregon, Marcos Tirado Gomez and Isaac Sales. (Photo 
by Ken Francis.)

Big Lake boys soccer expecting a good season

By Ken Francis, 
Contributing Writer

The Big Lake girls soc-
cer team is expecting to do 
well in 2025 after compet-
ing well in 2024.

“/ast season was defi-
nitely a good season,” says 
second-year Head Coach 
Alissa Busch. “It was a 
learning curve, stepping 
into a more responsible 
role.”

The Hornets will be a 
mix of younger and older 
athletes, with quite a few 
returning varsity players.

“We lost some se-
niors and we’ll miss them 
dearly,” says Coach Busch. 

“But we have lots of return-
ing players and a lot of tal-
ent. We’re very optimistic.”

Some of the players 
to watch this season are 
seniors Adeline Hitter and 
Paige Erickson, and ninth-
grader Kynlie Fournier, 
who emerged as a good 
playmaker and scoring 
threat last season.

Other players who will 
likely make an impact are 
midfielders (merson Ruh-
land and Hadley Priest, and 
Laci Eastey and eighth-
grader Rylie Barker on de-
fense. Lily Reinoso is also 
back as the team’s goal-
keeper.

“We have a lot of girls 

with good technical skill 
who are quick on and off 
the ball - and aggressive,” 
says Coach Busch. “I feel 
the drive to win is greater 
this year. The girls are more 
confident in themselves, 
and have more focus and 
higher intensity.”

The Hornets opened 
the season with a 3-1 win 
over Sauk Rapids last week. 
They had games scheduled 
against Albany, Mound 
Westonka and Hutchinson 
over the past week, results 
next week. They host Chis-
ago Lakes Tuesday and 
Zimmerman Thursday at 7 
p.m.

THE 2025 BIG LAKE GIRLS SOCCER TEAM and coaches (in no particulr order): Addison Orth, 
Addilynn Hallstrom, Kynlie Fournier, Hadley Priest, Laci Eastey, Erica Ramberg, Jazzlynn Wall, 
Adeline Hitter, Paige Erickson, Rylie Barker, Caitlyn Jensen, Dayany Ramos-Aguilar, Meiren Cas-
taneda Ruiz, Hannah Chastain, Emersen Ruhland, Paisleigh White,  Abby Rolloff and  Lilliana Re-
inoso. (Photo by Ken Francis.)

Hornet girls soccer team has drive and talent to compete at high levels

Submitted Article

The Big Lake Hornets 
10U A fast pitch softball team 
won the Monsta Nationals 
Gold Tournament in Bloom-
ington, July 24-27. 

The victories were ac-
complished due to dominate 
pitching performances espe-
cially Adriana U lvog. Adri-
ana racked up 46 strike outs 
and six straight wins to vault 
her team to the win in the 
championship over Omega 
10U A.

U lvog, Brylynn Mevis-
sen and Sophia Dombrovski 
were a force at the plate leav-
ing pitchers helpless against 
their quality at bats.

Sun d a y ’ s  G a m es
Adriana U lvog struck 

out 12 batters as Big Lake’s 
starting pitcher on Sunday 
at 'red Scott %allfield. %ig 
Lake defeated the Storm 
10U A 5-1.

U lvog struck out 10 hit-
ters in a game versus Soder-
ville Law 10U A in which Big 
Lake won 7-4. U lvog surren-
dered just two hits and four 
runs over four innings while 

walking two.
U lvig continued her 

dominance, striking out 15 
Medford Black 10U A bat-
ters in the 5-0 win where she 
gave up zero hits and zero 
runs over five innings while 
walking four.

Sa tur d a y ’ s  G a m es
Big Lake defeated Eden 

Prairie 10U A Red 9-6 where 
U lvog pitched three innings 
and gave up no hits and one 
run while striking out nine. 
She also had seven total bases 
with a triple, home run and a 
stolen base.

THE BIG LAKE 10UA FAST PITCH SOFTBALL TEAM showed 
their delight as they posed for a photo foloowing their champi-
onship win in the Monsta Nationals Gold Tournament in Bloom-
ing tom last month. (Submitted Photo).

BL 10UA team takes 
Monsta Tournament

BIG LAKE’S Adriana 
Ulvog was dominant in the 
tournament racking up 46 
strikeouts and six wins. (Sub-
mitted Photo).
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Student Athletes
Good Luck in your 
upcoming season!

Student Athletes
Good Luck

Hornet & Bulldog 

Athletes!

263-2019
Lake Shopping Center • Big Lake

M-F, 8am-7pm; Sat., 8am-6pm; Sun., 9am-5pm

www.eddies-autorepair.com 8495 Main Ave, Clear Lake

Wishing you a successful 
season Bulldogs!

PHONE: 320-743-9993

By Mark Kolbinger, 
Contributing Writer

The Becker boys soc-
cer team will have some 
holes to fill this year, after 
graduating �� seniors from 
last season’s team.  

“With losing 10 se-
niors, � of whom never 
left the field, and looking 
at the �� goals from last 
year’s senior class, there 
are many opportunities for 
guys to step up for us this 
season,´ said +ead &oach 
Nick &rowley, who returns 
for his �th season in charge 
of the program.

$ year ago, the %ull-
dogs finished third in the 
0ississippi � &onference 
and ended up losing to Al-
exandria in the Sections.  
7his year, the team’s finish 
will depend on the growth 
of several key players.

“We will be expect-
ing more from 0ason 
Sundberg �Munior�, and 
seniors &ole .alinowski 
and Landon Reynolds as 
our goal scoring threats,´ 
&rowley said.  “:e are 
hoping that seniors Bryce 
Paumen and $dler +erdina 
can step up defensively this 

season.´
&rowley also has a trio 

of players that he will look 
to to help set the tempo 
for the team this season 
in %righam (bert, Pa[ton 
Ament and Troy Nuest.

Providing leadership 
for the %ulldogs this year 
will be a pair of seniors - 
.alinowski and Nuest, and 
two juniors - Ebert and 
Sawyer .lug.

As the team works on 
defining roles and oper-
ating in cohesion early in 
the season, &rowley set 
forth several goals that his 
charges will be working to-
wards.

“We are hoping to 
compete for the top spots 
in the 0ississippi� &on-
ference, host the first round 
of Sections, and keep a 
positive goal differential,´ 
&rowley said.

The Bulldogs were 
scheduled to open the sea-
son on August 21 as they 
hosted $pollo, followed 
by a home match against 
Spectrum the following 
day.  Becker traveled to 
Monticello on August 25th 
to open 0ississippi� &on-
ference play.

Becker boys soccer 
looking to reload

By Bill Morgan, 
Editor

/ast week, �� golfers 
on 19 teams gathered at 
Pebble &reek in %ecker to 
play in the annual Becker 
&hmaber *olf 7ournament.

This year’s theme was 
“:ild :est´ and so par-
ticipants were encouraged 
to wear western attire for 
the nine hole tournament 
held on the &lassic � %lue 
&ourse.

7he first place team 
was the *iddy 8p *irls 
² made up of -en )ing-
arson, /ayla 0athews, 
Stacey Vetsch and Sidney 
Dunderi.

The longest drive con-
test for the women went to 
/ayla 0athews, who also 
was the winner of the closet 
to the pin for the ladies.

7he longest drive for 
the “dudes´ went to %lake 
Brown. 

&losest to the pin for 
the men went to .ent *ran-
ing.

The last place team 
was the Patriot with the 
team consisting of &hris 
0eyer, 'even +aas, &arol 
+anson and %ill 0organ. 
It was the second year in a 
row they achieved this feat.

A meal and silent auc-
tion followed the golf out-
ing in the banquet room and 
prizes were handed out to 
those most fortunate.

A big shout out to all 
of the chamber’s sponsors 
especially their Platinum 
sponsors — Sherburne 
State %ank, :illiams 'ing-
mann )uneral +ome, 7- 
Potter Trucking and EMR.

THE GIDDY UP GIRLS captured first place in the Becker 
Chamber Wild West Golf Tournament. The team consisted of 
Jen Fingarson, Sydney Dunderi, Layla Mathews and Stacey 
Vetsch. (Submitted Photo).

Yee-Haw! Chamber golf outing beats all!

THE PATRIOT TEAM garnered last place for the second 
year in a row. The team consisted of Chris Meyer, Bill Morgan, 
Carol Hanson and Deven Haas. (Submitted Photo).

LAYLA MATHEWS won 
both the longest drive for 
women and closest to the pin 
contests. (Submitted Photo).

KENT GRANING won 
closest to the pin for the mens 
group. (Submitted Photo).

By Bill Morgan, 
Editor

Monday was a dreary 
day weather-wise — not 
much sun, stiÀing heat ² 
but that didn’t deter the 
spirits of the ��� golfers 
who hit the championship 
course at Pebble &reek for 
the ��th annual *R)I$ 
Scramble *olf 7ourna-
ment!

Tee time was at 11 
a.m. this year, a mere two 
hours earlier than previous 
years which gave organiz-
ers a better coordination of 
festivities and events that 
culminated with a delicious 
dinner and prize giveaways 
in the early evening hours.

T eam  Aw ar d s
&apturing first place 

with an incredible -�� score  
�� was 9ictory Insurance, 
whose team consisted of 
.& )oster, &aleb )oster, 
.eaton Shinn and Nate 
&o[.

Second place, with a 
-�� score, went to '	/ 
&onstruction whose players 
were, -amie /etcher, Pat-
rick 'uffy, -ermaine Sculte 
and 0att )unk.

In third place with a -13 
score was the foursome of 
Pellco Machine — Randy 
Pelletier, 0att +anson, 
Amanda Rischmiller and 
Ryan Rischmiller.

I n d i vi d ual  Aw ar d s
)or men’s longest 

drive, Scott 0eager took 
the pri]e. )or closest to the 
pin for women the award 
went to -oann .lym. &los-
est to pin for the men went 
to Adam Sivula.

/ongest putt for the 
women went to Tonya 
Danielson and longest putt 
for men was won by -amie 
Letcher.

K ey S pon s or s
The hole-in-one spon-

sor was %eaudry 2il 	 
Propane; the dinner sponsor 
was Ramsey Lake Builders 
and the drink cart sponsor 
was Absolute Sourcing.

“*reat River )aith 

in Action’s 11th Annual 
*olf Scramble was a fun 
and successful event,´ said 
*R)I$ ([ecutive 'irec-
tor, 0aureen %aty.  “7here 
were ��� golfers who came 
out to support and play in 
the fundraiser.  :e were 
so grateful to *od that the 
rain stopped in time for a 
beautiful day on the course.  
Thank you to all our spon-
sors, golfers and volunteers 
that helped make this hap-
pen�´

Ab ou t G R F I A
*reat River )aith in 

Action is community sup-
ported and has been serv-
ing the elderly, disabled 
and struggling families in 
Sherburne &ounty, parts 
of :right and 0ille /acs 

&ounties for �� years. 7heir 
annual Rake the Town 
Event is coming and they 
are looking for families and 
groups to help them rake 
lawns for those who are un-
able to do so anymore. 

If one is interested and 
would like to hear more 
about ways to serve one’s 
community with *R)I$, 
call ���-���-���� or visit 
their website at: www.grfia.
org.   

THE VICTORY INSURANCE TEAM consisting of: KC Foster, 
Caleb Foster, Keaton Shinn and Nate Cox took the first place 
prize at the scramble. (Submitted Photo).

11th Annual GRFIA Scramble hosts 116 golfers!

THE SHERBURNE STATE BANK TEAM OF  Tanya Danielson, 
Allen Snegosky, Jerred Merchant and Candice Hanson getting 
ready to tee off to start the tournament. (Submitted Photo).

 FRED GRANING smiled 
as he got ready for golf with 
his Fred Flintstone Golf Shirt.  
Fred is one of GRFIA’s amaz-
ing volunteers as well as a 
golf participant. (Submitted 
Photo).

Submitted Article

7he Pebble &reek 
:omen’s &lub completed 
its year-end &lub &hampi-
onship tournament on Au-
gust �� and �� at the Pebble 
&reek *olf &lub.

“:e had a wonderful 
&lub &hampionship with 
many of our :omen’s 
&lub members playing 
across several Àights,´ said 
-esse 2’Neill, Pebble &reek 
:omen’s &lub President. 
“7he Pebble &reek :om-
en’s &lub is made up of a 
great group of women who 
build friendships, work to 
e[pand the game of golf 
and who support our local 
community through our 
Pebble &reek &ares pro-
gram. We send our con-
gratulations to all of &lub 
&hampionship participants 
and winners.´

The overall low gross 
winner and 2025 Women’s 
&lub &hampion is /ayla 
0athews.  In the first Àight, 
the top net winners were 
Sandra /emke �first� and 
-oan )rie �second�. In the 
second Àight, the top net 
finishers were &arolyn %ar-
riball �first� and Sonya &o[ 
(second – tie) and  Robin 
Dingmann (second - tie). In 
the third Àight, top net fin-
ishers were Stacey Vetsch 
�first�, $my Stanger �sec-
ond� and :endy *uiney 
(third). 

“:e are so fortunate to 
have such a first-class golf 
course for our women’s 

league´, said $my Stanger, 
&lub &hampionship tourna-
ment co-chair. “The course 
was in great shape even 
after a lot of rain, and the 
tournament ran smoothly 
thanks to the entire Pebble 
&reek team�  :e’d like to 
thank -ason Scharfencamp, 
Pebble &reek *olf Super-
intendent and Ian +olmes, 
Pebble &reek *olf Services 
0anager for helping us 
hold another great event 
this year.´

)or more informa-
tion on the Pebble &reek 
:omen’s &lub, contact 
-esse 2’Neil, Pebble &reek 
:omen’s &lub President 
at PebbleCreekWomens-
Club@gmail.com.

2025 CLUB CHAMPION
Layla Mathews. (Submitted 
Photo).

PCWC completes Club 
Championship Tournament

FIRST FLIGHT NET WINNERS (left to right) Sandra Lemke (1st 
Low Net) and Joan Frie (2nd Low Net). (Submitted Photo).
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HAVE A GREAT SEASON, ATHLETES!

GOOD LUCK 
FALL SPORTS ATHLETES!

By Mark Kolbinger, 
Contributing Writer

It’s shaping up to be 
an interesting year for the 
Becker girls tennis team, 
as they have a full slate of 
returning letter winners, but 
yet lost a great deal of talent 
to graduation from a year 
ago.  There is also the ad-
dition of a third class in the 
MSHSL tennis sanctioning, 

meaning there are more 
opportunities for teams to 
reach the state tournament.

As Head Coach Nate 
Bucher enters his 12th sea-
son as the varsity coach, 
the expectations are high 
for the Bulldogs, who a 
year ago lost in the Section 
semifinals in a close match 
against Brainerd.

“We have a good re-
turning group but after 

losing many seniors in 
the previous year, we are 
young at the positions being 
played,” Bucher says.  “Our 
potential is very high, and 
we are working each day to 
get better!”

Chloe Spear and Ava 
Duncombe will serve as 
team captains, and they will 
join Gracie Conzemius, 
Arica Stach, Tess Brown, 
Faith Bass, Taylor Lisson, 

Sammie Leaders, Myla 
Priebe and Lauren Biegler 
as Bulldogs with varsity 
level experience.

“It may go without 
saying, but we feel that we 
have the abilities to com-
pete for a section title once 
again, especially with the 
addition of the third class,” 
Bucher says.  “We feel 
that we have a competitive 
chance even at the state 
tournament level, playing 
schools that are more sim-
ilar in our size.”

The M8 Conference 
title is also a possibility 
this year, as Bucher and his 
players have their sights set 
on this possibility.

“It has been a couple 
years where we had some 
close losses in the M8 and 
we again feel we have a 
great opportunity to bring 
another conference title to 
Becker Tennis,” Bucher 
says. “The team started out 
with an overnight trip to 
Park Rapids for the first day 
of competition and won the 
three matches of our day, 
bringing home a travel-
ing trophy for the “South” 
teams represented against 
the “North” teams.  We are 
always in pursuit. Each day, 
with focus and intention! 
Lets Go Dogs!”

THE BECKER GIRLS TENNIS TEAM is off to a great start this year and features a deep and 
talented lineup. (Submitted Photo)

Bulldog tennis high on potential

By Mark Kolbinger, 
Contributing Writer

Katie Mavencamp re-
turns for her second season 
in charge of the Becker 
Bulldog volleyball pro-
gram, and “Coach Bo” as 
her girls call her will have a 
wealth of experience on the 
court for a team that fin-
ished in the top half of the 
M8 Conference a year ago.

“We have eight re-
turning letter winners on 
the team,” said Coach Bo.  
“One of our goals is to keep 
building our team chemis-
try by playing together on 
the court as one unit.”

Junior Libero Kenna 
Hennessey will lead the 
pack of talented players, 
as she last year broke the 
Becker school record for 
single season digs with 
456.  Senior Brynn Koste 
also looks to have a solid 
season, as the outside hitter 
returns as the top striker for 
the Bulldogs.  Coach Bo 
also will count on a pair 
of middle players to shut 
down the opposition.

“Sen io r  Midd le 
Blocker Courtney Gass 
and Sophomore Middle 
Blocker Payton Treptau re-
turn as our middles denying 

opponent hitters with their 
blocking,” said Coach Bo.

Hennessey and Gass 
will serve as Captains for 
the Bulldogs, who could 
challenge for a top spot in 
a very good Section 8AAA.

As Coach Bo contin-
ues to put her stamp on the 
team, she will continue to 
build a program that can 
contend for years to come.

“My expectations for 
the season include seeing 
the girls build their self 
confidence and play at the 
level they are capable of,” 
Said Coach Bo.  “I expect 
us to shock a lot of teams 
by the growth they accom-
plished over the winter 
and summer seasons. My 
coaching philosophy is 
rooted in growing, devel-
oping, and supporting each 
girl as an athlete AND as a 
young woman.”

Volleyball fans can 
circle September 6 on their 
calendars, as the Bull-
dogs will again host their 
annual tournament, with 
teams from Cloquet, Eden 
Valley-Watkins, Holy 
Family Catholic, Howard 
Lake-Waverley,Winsted, 
PACT Charter, St. Cloud 
Tech and St. Louis Park 
coming to town.

THE BECKER BULLDOG VOLLEYBALL TEAM  will have a 
wealth of experience on the court, with numerous returning 
letterwinners ready for action. (Submitted Photo.)

Bulldog volleyball 
has skill, experience

By Bill Morgan, 
Editor

Year 56.
Incredible!
Dwight Lundeen is en-

tering his 56th year as Head 
Football Coach of the Becker 
Bulldogs after kicking off the 
program at its inception in 
1970.

In August of last year, 
Lundeen became just the 
second high school coach in 
Minnesota to reach 400 ca-
reer football victories. The 
Bulldogs won his 400th game 
in a 51–0 shutout against 
Hill-Murray at Dwight Lun-
deen Stadium, which was 
named in his honor in 2023.

Lundeen has led the 
Bulldogs to four state cham-
pionships, most recently in 
2024 when Becker went un-
defeated and won the Class 
4A title over Totino Grace, 
24-8.

For the 2025 season, 

Lundeen will have 87 players  
in grades 10 through 12th. He 
also added three new coaches 
— Mitchell Golley, Shane 
Potter and Kristoff Kowal-
kowski.

“I still love the journey, 
love the kids,” Lundeen said.

The Bulldogs will have 
four captains for the 2025 
season. They are, Sawyer 
Brown, Nate Weiss, Zach 
Halvorson and Aiden Golley.

“We have a great sched-
ule (this year),” said Lun-
deen. “We play seven teams 
that were rated in the Top 10 
in 4A last year. Totino Grace 
game (Oct. 3) will be a re-
match of our prep bowl. That 
will be exciting!”

The schedule for this 
year’s team is as follows: 
Aug. 29 at Orono; Sept. 5
versus Hutchinson; Sept. 12
at Fergus Falls; Sept. 19 ver-
sus Princeton; Sept. 26 ver-
sus St. Cloud Tech/St. John’s; 
Oct. 3 at Totino Grace; Oct. 

10 versus Rocori; Oct. 15
versus Detroit Lakes. 

The roster is as follows: 
Cody Deters, Nathan 

Weiss,  Chase Stupar,  Isiah 
Boyer,  Adam Wipper,  Car-
son Schwarzkopf, Cayden 
Goodell,  Sawyer Brown,  
Sebastian Cabrera, Bennett 
Kujawa, RJ Houle,   Tristan 
Kowalkowski, Nathan 
Repke, Vincent Carling, 
Davon Marklowitz, Adam 
Grabowski, Zachariah Hal-
vorson, Ethan Assmann, 
Ryan Fischer, Griffin 
Munsch, Quinn Tayler,  Dal-
ton Weisz, Carson Graning, 
Blaine Cox, Boston Kus-
chel, Noah Mielke,  Colton 
Pishney, Andrew Friesz, 
Jace Koste, Drake Davis, 
Simon Keeler,  Owen etron, 
Owen Ochs, Logan Mi-
chalski, Clayton Hamacher, 
Jacob Lemperes,  Brennan 
Spencer, Bo Thompson, An-
drew Fischer, Jaxin Fager,  
Samuel Kasowski, Vincent 

Blomquist, Damus Wilke, 
Tyler Hall, Brayden Setru, 
Jackson Ewing, Blayne 
Kuschel, Mason Vee, Alex-
ander Adams, Gus Baldry,  
Thatcher Jurek, Josue 
Valverde, Jacob Williams, 
Brandon Struffert, Braden 
Banyai, Cody Peterson, Dee-
gan Schmidt, Caleb Karels, 
Tyler Campbell, Owen Tran-
tina,  Victor Balboa-Porter, 
Brayden Weyer, Matthew 
Wipper, Brigham Ebert, 
Brody  Hoffmann, Aiden 
Golley, Cemeron Olson, 
Jaxon Reiffenberger, Connor 
Gunderson, Cohen Treptau, 
Taylor Stanley,  Boyd Peter-
son, Noah Lemperes, Logan 
Carrington, Linclon Hen-
dricks, Camden McLean, 
Saul Kreft, Nathan Smith,  
Lincoln Praught,  Niles Bart-
kowicz, Gabriel Schmidt, 
Zachary Simonson, Carson 
Klimmek, Tucker Becker, 
Justin  Tarr, Hayden Zahner, 
Tarver Schendzielos,

THE BECKER 2025-26 FOOTBALL TEAM. (In no particular order): Cody Deters, Nathan Weiss,  Chase Stupar,  Isiah Boyer,  
Adam Wipper,  Carson Schwarzkopf, Cayden Goodell,  Sawyer Brown,  Sebastian Cabrera, Bennett Kujawa, RJ Houle,   Tristan 
Kowalkowski, Nathan Repke, Vincent Carling, Davon Marklowitz, Adam Grabowski, Zachariah Halvorson, Ethan Assmann, Ryan 
Fischer, Griffin Munsch, Quinn Tayler,  Dalton Weisz, Carson Graning, Blaine Cox, Boston Kuschel, Noah Mielke,  Colton Pishney, 
Andrew Friesz, Jace Koste, Drake Davis, Simon Keeler,  Owen etron, Owen Ochs, Logan Michalski, Clayton Hamacher, Jacob Lem-
peres,  Brennan Spencer, Bo Thompson, Andrew Fischer, Jaxin Fager,  Samuel Kasowski, Vincent Blomquist, Damus Wilke, Tyler 
Hall, Brayden Setru, Jackson Ewing, Blayne Kuschel, Mason Vee, Alexander Adams, Gus Baldry,  Thatcher Jurek, Josue Valverde, 
Jacob Williams, Brandon Struffert, Braden Banyai, Cody Peterson, Deegan Schmidt, Caleb Karels, Tyler Campbell, Owen Trantina,  
Victor Balboa-Porter, Brayden Weyer, Matthew Wipper, Brigham Ebert, Brody  Hoffmann, Aiden Golley, Cemeron Olson, Jaxon 
Reiffenberger, Connor Gunderson, Cohen Treptau, Taylor Stanley,  Boyd Peterson, Noah Lemperes, Logan Carrington, Linclon Hen-
dricks, Camden McLean, Saul Kreft, Nathan Smith,  Lincoln Praught,  Niles Bartkowicz, Gabriel Schmidt, Zachary Simonson, Carson 
Klimmek, Tucker Becker, Justin  Tarr, Hayden Zahner and Tarver Schendzielos. (Photo by David Hyttsten ).

Bulldogs stand to defend state title

By Mark Kolbinger, 
Contributing Writer

As Head Coach Tina 
Tamm enters her 26th season 
in charge of the Becker Bull-
dog swimming and diving 
team, her team has set a goal 
to take another step towards 
the upward evolution of the 
program.

“I have the girls fill out 
a goal sheet at the beginning 
of the season which has them 
list personal and team goals,” 
Tamm said.  “One team goal 
that the majority of them 
listed was to get 2nd place at 
Sections . . . it is possible and 
more attainable since they 
want it as a group.”

A year ago, the Bulldogs 
took third in Sections, their 
highest finish ever.  Now, 

Tamm returns a solid group 
of returning letter winners 

who are focusing on the 
team’s best finish ever.

“Over half of our team 
is returning letter winners 
who all have their different 
skills and place on the team,” 
Tamm said.  “With 12 differ-
ent events, they all play a key 
role somewhere on the team.”

Joining Tamm on the 
coaching staff is her daugh-
ter Avery, in her 6th season, 
as well as Sarah and Lauren 
Woelfel, who will be in their 
first season co-coaching the 
diving events.

Alanah Awalt, Laila 
Cook, Karli Kirk and Kailey 
McGowan will serve as cap-
tains of the team, and will be 
counted on to set the tone for 
the Bulldogs.

Their experience and 
leadership, as well as the 

depth in the pool and diving 
well, have Tamm optimis-
tic about the potential of this 
year’s squad.

“It is going to be a great 
season, as we have a great 
core group of girls and our 
newest additions (7th grade) 
are working their way right 
with the others,” Tamm said.
“With our goal being a 2nd 
place finish at Sections, we 
need to focus, work hard and 
remember that each individ-
ual race combines with every 
other race to reach that goal.
If we all work together, the 
goal can be achieved.”

THE BECKER SWIMMING AND DIVING TEAM  again has strong numbers and numerous top 
performers (Submitted Photo). 

Bulldog swimmers have talent and focus for success

FALL GUN BLAST RAFflE
 Sat. Sept. 6, at McPete’s Sports Bar & Lanes

590 Humboldt Drive, Big Lake
Only “50” $20 tickets will be sold for each round. Winner 
selects one of the displayed guns (25+ to choose from)
 Gun viewing - 12:30 PM; 
Raffles - 1:00 PM

Visit our Facebook page: 
Sherburne County Swampbucks

Sponsored by MDHA Sherburne 
County Swampbucks. Call Larry 

Gerwing: 763-350-5934




