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BE SURE TO CHECK 
OUT the Patriot’s special 
graduation section for Big 
Lake graduates starting on 
Page 1B. We feature all the 
classmates as well as some 
informative articles to help 
students and parents pre-
pare for further education 
and activities as well as a 
an article on Students of 
Excellence. 

Carefree Country Club 
residents had a special rea-
son to celebrate last week, 
as World War II Veteran 

Bill Friberg celebrated his 
100th birthday party.  Bill, 
along with his wife, JoAnn, 
and several friends cele-
brated the day at Rebecca’s 
Cafe with a delicious lunch 
and special birthday cake.

Friberg spent over four 
years in the Marine Corps, 
joining up just before the 
start of World War II.

Enlisting just days be-
fore he graduated from high 
school, Friberg earned his 
diploma and then quickly 
found himself on a troop 
transport train headed for 
boot camp in San Diego, 
California.

In another half a year, 
Friberg was headed to Ha-
waii and then deployed to 
the Pacific theater.

Once there, he helped 
build an airfield that was 
used by pilots to participate 

in the Battle of Guadalca-
nal.

Not long after, their 
commanding officer was 

shot down and 
Friberg starting 
working on air-
planes, fixing 

hydraulic leaks and doing 
general maintenance.

Friberg vividly re-
members servicing Hellcat 
airplanes, as the unique air-
craft had a special process 
for starting the engines.

“We would have to 
turn the prop and then the 
pilot would start the engine 
by igniting a shotgun shell,” 
Friberg recalls.  “Some-
times they started and 
sometimes they didn’t.”

Friberg was then sent 
stateside before ending up 
on an aircraft carrier, the 
USS Block Island, where 
he continued aircraft main-
tenance, eventually work-
ing on the famed Corsairs.

Family Affair
One positive moment 

in the war came when he 
was stationed at Manila 
Bay and he had quite the 

surprise when his brother, 
Roland, came on board 
and had lunch on the ship.  
Roland was an underwa-
ter demolitions expert who 
saw action in places such as 
Iwo Jima.

The meeting proved 
to be a profound moment, 
as Roland would go on to 
have a heart attack the age 
32 and died at age 35.

“And here I am, 100 
(years old),” Friberg says.

Friberg also recalls the 
time that a B-17 Bomber 
had landed on a runway that 
he helped build.

“I thought that was 
pretty neat that a B-17 
could actually land on the 
airstrip,” Friberg says of the 
famed aircraft whose crew 
was doing reconnaissance 
work in the area.

Island duty also meant 
tasks such as burying 50 
gallon drums of fuel at 
different places on the is-
land in order to prevent 
the enemy from bombing 
or sabotaging a single fuel 
depot.

“I’m not sure how 

we lifted those things off 
the trucks, but we found a 
way,” Friberg says.

He also remembers eat-
ing plenty of coconuts and 
drinking the juice.

“Once I was back state-

side, I didn’t eat any more 
coconut,” Friberg asserts.

“He still won’t eat 
coconut!” adds his wife, 
JoAnn.

WORLD WAR II VETERAN BILL FRIBERG enjoyed a piece of cake as 
he celebrated his recent 100th birthday with friends and his wife, 
JoAnn. (Patriot Photo by Carol Hanson).

WWII Veteran Bill Friberg
celebrates 100th birthday

By Mark Kolbinger, Contributing Writer
production@patriotnewsmn.com

FRIBERG  to page 12

The Becker Ameri-
can Legion, the Big Lake 
American Legion and the 
Clearwater American Le-

gion all held Memorial 
Day services on Monday 
to honor those who’ve 
served the United States 
in the Armed Forces.

Big Lake had a spe-
cial early morning cere-
mony at the war memorial 
next to the McDonald’s 
Restaraunt. That was 
followed by a veterans 
acknowledgement at the 
cemetery. Lunch was also 

MEMBERS OF THE BECKER LEGION (L) made a stop at the South 
Santiago Cemetery at around 10 a.m. Monday on a beautifully, 
sunny, warm day. Commander John Riebel is at front of the lineup. 
(Submitted Photo.)

Legions pay tribute to veterans on Memorial Day

By Bill Morgan, Editor, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

THE BIG LAKE WAR MEMORIAL received a couple fresh wreaths 
along with the usual flag decorations during the early morning ser-
vice Monday. (Patriot Photo by Bill Morgan.)

LEGIONS  to page 3

(Editor’s Note: The following ar-
ticle was submitted to the Patriot by 
Oakwood Church.)

It’s time to move. 
Oakwood Community Church has 

met for the final time on the west end of 
Becker Furniture World. 

OCC began to rent the former 
warehouse space 13 years ago. Over 
these years, the fellowship has out-
grown that location and the church al-
ways intended to have a facility to call 
their own. Foregoing two previous at-
tempts to purchase property, OCC has 
purchased space off Hwy. 10 on 1st St. 
between Bradley Blvd. and Edgewood 
St. The piece of property became avail-
able about three-quarters of a mile to 
the west of the Furniture World loca-
tion. 

This new facility will provide an 

Oakwood Church is on the Move!

Submitted Article

Cargill is NOW HIRING for 
Production roles in 
Monticello and Big Lake!
Apply online today!

$3,000 SIGN-ON BONUS!
   
- 1st shift - Up to $21.15+/hr.
- 2nd shift - Up to $23.15+/hr.
- 3rd shift - Up to $25.00+/hr.

Visit: careers.cargill.com/Monticello-mn  or   careers.cargill.com/Biglake-mn    
Cargill is an Equal Opportunity Employer, including Disability/Vet.

PASTOR SARAH BASS (FRONT) AND LORI GWASH took 
the Oakwood Church cross down and were escort-
ing it down the road to their new location last week. 
(Submitted Photo).OAKWOOD CHURCH  to page 12

At their May 30th 
Legislative Membership 
Meeting at Style Catering, 
over 40 members received 

updates from their state leg-
islators and U.S. Chamber 
staff.

MN State Senator An-
drew Mathews shared sev-
eral items passed by the 
DFL majority: 20 weeks of 
paid leave paid by employ-
ees and employers through 
additional .07% payroll 
taxes starting in 2026, gas 
tax increase and indexed 
to inflation, higher energy 
costs for residents and busi-
nesses with green mandates.  
He added that contrary to 
what DFL candidates said 

during the campaign, So-
cial Security taxes were not 
fully eliminated.

State Representative 
Shane Mekeland 
added that Xcel 
Energy will have 
20,000 farmland 

acres in solar energy in 
Sherburne County in the 
next few years to provide 
the green energy mandated 
by the DFL majority.  Rep. 
Mekeland and Senator 
Mathews had encouraged 
consideration of micro-nu-
clear energy as a less ex-
pensive and reasonable 
alternative.

Both Mathews and Me-
keland noted that the $260 
rebate checks/person is 
estimated to cover about 6 

Chamber hosts Legislative 
Membership Meeting

Submitted Article

CHAMBER  to page 9
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• BECKER
Grace Lutheran Church (LCMS)
Pastor: David M. Johnson, 763-262-
7782, 11185 27th Ave SE. Services: 
Sun. 
Worship 9am • www.gracebecker.org.
Becker Baptist Church
Pastor: Nathan Bucher, 763-261-4202, 
11951 Hancock St. Services: Sun. 
Worship/Children 10:30am 
•  www.beckerbaptist.org. 
Becker Evangelical Free Church
Pastor: Gerald Deppa, 763-261-4125, 
Becker High School, Office: 11373 
150th Ave SE. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship/
Teaching/Fellowship 10am 
• www.beckerfreechurch.org.
Mary of the Visitation Catholic 
Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 
12100 Sherburne Ave. Services: Sat. 
Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8:30am & 
10:30am. Masses held 1st, 3rd & 5th 
Sundays of the month. (Masses held 
on 2nd & 4th Sundays in Big Lake) 
• www.maryofthevisitation.com.
Faith (Becker) Lutheran 
Church (ELCA)
763-261-5751, 11755 Sherburne Ave. 
Services: Sun. 
Worship 9:30am (Holy Communion 
on the 1st & 3rd Sundays) 
• www.faithlutheran-becker.org.
Oakwood Community 
Church Assemblies of God
Pastor: Gerry Bass, 763-220-6004, 
13140 1st St (SW Corner of Becker 
Furniture World). Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 10am. 
• www.oakwoodccbecker.org.
Snake River Free Church
Pastor: Steve Johnston, 612-219-8648, 
8940 180th St SE. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship/Sun. School 10:30am. • sites.goo-
gle.com/view/snakeriverchurch/home 
Becker Christian Center 
& Abundant Grace Church
Pastor: Ken Hanson, 763-262-2177, 
15455 59th St SE. Services: Sun. 
Praise & Worship 10:00am • beck-
erchristiancenter.org/becker-chris-
tian-center-church.
Beacon House of Prayer
Pastors: Brian & Linda Holmes, 
763-263-3771, 12264 Pleasant Ave. 
Services: Thurs. Worship 6:30pm. • 
http://mnhouseofprayer.org.
Free Grace United
Pastor: Kevin Wilson, 763-245-0001, 
13150 First Street, Becker (enter 
through Becker Spine door). Services: 
Wed. Worship 6:30pm.  https://free-
grace.tv/locations/becker.

• BIG LAKE
Acts Seventh-Day 
Adventists Community Church
Pastor: Bill Nixon, 763-263-2287, 
20455 187th Ave NW. Services: Sat. 
Worship 9am • https://actsmn.adven-
tistchurch.org.
Bethany Bible Church
763-263-2167, 511 Eagle Lake Road. 
Services: Sun. Worship 10am. 
• www.bethanybiblemn.com.
Bridgeview Assembly of God
Pastor: Steve Royalty, 763-263-6274, 
20500 County Road 11. Services: Sun. 
Worship 9am & 10:45am 
• https://bridgeviewchurch.org
SVEA Hill Covenant Church
Pastor: Don Bellach, 763-263-6322, 
16392 235th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am. 
• https://www.sveahill.org
Cornerstone Baptist Church
Pastor: Gordon Langdon, 763-263-
7878, 15300 County Road 35. • www.
facebook.com/cornerstonebaptist-
churchmn.
Hope Lutheran Church 
(ELCA) in Orrock
763-262-0028.  Worship 10am. 
• www.hopeintherefuge.weebly.com.
IFLESIA AMOR VIVIENTE 
Living Love Church
Pastores: Juan & Patricia Aguayo, 
763-607-5403, 21 Lake St N. Ser-
vices: Sat. 6pm. • https://www.face-
book.com/amorvivientemn.
Lord of Glory Lutheran Church
Pastor: Marty Mably, 763-263-3090, 
15550 190th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
8am & 10:30am. 
• www.lordofglorylutheran.org/home
Mary of the Visitation Catholic 
Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 
12100 Sherburne Ave. Services: Sat. 
Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8:30am & 
10:30am. Masses held 1st, 3rd & 5th 
Sundays of the month. (Masses held 
on 2nd & 4th Sundays in Big Lake) 
• www.maryofthevisitation.com.
Riverside Church
763-263-2410, 20314 County Road 
14. Services: Sun 8:45am, 10:30am & 
12:05pm. • www.myrc.church.
Saron Lutheran Church
Pastor: Kyle Sidlo, 763-263-2209, 311 
Lake St. S. Services: Sun. Worship 
9:30am, indoors or livestream. 
• www.saron.org.

Spirit Life Church
763-262-LIFE, 221 Lake St N. Ser-
vices Sun. mornings 9:45am. 
• www.spiritlifechurchmn.org.

• SANTIAGO
South Santiago 
Lutheran Church ELCA
Pastor: Allison Peterson, 763-662-
2048, 14675 37th St. Service: Sun. 
9am. • www.sslcmn.org
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 
E.L.S. & Princeton Evangelical 
School
Pastor: Timothy Zenda, 763-662-
2570, 18977 17th St. Services: Sun. 
Divine Worship 9am. 
• https://oursaviorsprinceton.com
Glendorado Lutheran (ELCA)
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
(ELCA)
Pastor: Shari Routh, 920-573-0193, 
1100 186th Ave NE. Services: Sun 
Good 
Shepherd 9am, Sun. Glendorado 
10:30am. • www.godsgreaterglory.org
Gethsemane Church 
(ELCA) – Ronneby
Pastor: Barbara Peterson, 320-983-
5002, 14478 78th St. NE. Services: 
Sun. 
Worship 10am. • www.facebook.com/
profile.php?id=10006901611334.
Glendorado Evangelical 
Country Church
Pastor Steve Kruse, 763-662-
2244, 16999 Glendorado Road 
NE. Services: Sun. Worship 
10:30am. • https://m.facebook.com/
Glendorado-Evangelical-Coun-
try-Church-734989370230509.

• CLEAR LAKE
Living Waters Church
320-699-0876, 7830 Church St. Ser-
vices: Sun. Worship 10am. • https://
www.facebook.com/livingwaters.us.
Trinity Lutheran Church
Missouri Synod
Pastor: Josh Reber, 320-743-2919, 
8641 Main Ave. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 8:45am.  • www.trinityclearlake.
org/index.html.
SHED Church - 
Non-Denomination
Pastor: Lay Minster Leader, 320-241-
0123, Services: Sun. 5pm. • www.
shedchurch.org.
St. Marcus Catholic Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-743-
2481, 8701 Main Ave. Services: Mon.  
& Wed. Mass 8am, Sat. Mass 5pm, 
Sun. 8am. • www.churchofstmarcus.
org.

• DUELM
St. Lawrence Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-968-
7502, 10915 Duelm Road NE. Ser-
vices: Sun. Mass 10am, Tues. Mass 
8am. 
• www.stlawrencechurchofduelm.com.

• CLEARWATER
Clearwater United Methodist 
Church
Pastor: Alison Hendley, 320-558-
2581, 405 Main St. Services: Sun. 
Worship 9:30am. • www.clearwater-
umcmn.org
Freedom Bible Baptist Church
320-434-347, 605 Lime St. (Old 
Clearwater Post Office). Services: 
Sun. . Worship 10:45am. 
• www.freedombiblebaptist.com.
Rejoice Lutheran Church – ELCA
320-558-6851, 1155 County Road 
75. Services: Sun. Worship 9:30am. 
Livestream worship at Rejoice’s 
Youtube Channel, https://www.you-
tube.com/channel/UCsJGuBda4orT-
9TWYii5wmGw 
• www.rejoicelutheranchurch.org
Church of St. Luke
Father: Dennis Backer, 320-558-2124, 
17545 Huber Ave NW. Services: Sat. 
Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8am & 10am, 
Weekday Mass Tues.-Fri. 8am/Sat. 
9am. • https://www.facebook.com/
ChurchOfStLukes.
Tri-County Alliance Church
Pastor: David Fogal, 320-558-2750, 
8464 160th St NW. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10:30am. • http://tcachurch.
com.

• SILVER CREEK
Immanuel Lutheran Church
Pastor: Ken Tatkenhorst, 763-878-
2820, 11390 Elliot Ave NW. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am • https://immanu-
el-lutheran-church-of-silver-creek.
business.site.
Silver Creek Community Church
Pastor: Zach Pryor, 320-963-3957, 
4282 114th St NW. Services: Sun. 
Worship 9am • https://silvercreekcom-
munitychurch.net.

• SAINT CLOUD
Faith Lutheran Church
Pastor: Joshua Reber, 320-252-3315, 
3000 County Road SE. Worship: Sun. 
10:15am. • www.faithstcloud.org.
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FUNERAL HOME • CREMATION SERVICES

www.williamsdingmann.com

FAMILY FUNERAL HOMES

SPONSORED BY:

8852 Cty Rd 23
Becker, MN 

Phone:
763.261.5656

Ralph du Monceaux, Owner
Free Loaners ~ Free Estimates 

~ Honest Work

763-261-5656
Ralph’s

Auto Body

• BECKER
Grace Lutheran Church (LCMS)
Pastor: David M. Johnson, 763-262-7782, 11185 27th Ave SE. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am, Sun. School 10:30am, Wed. J.U.M.P. 6pm.
Becker Baptist Church
Pastors: Nathan Bucher (Senior), Kevin Drehmel (Youth) & Amy Drehmel 
(Dir. of Child/Fam. Ministry), 763-261-4202, 11951 Hancock St. Services: 
Sun. Worship/Children 10:30am. During the school year: AWANA for 
Kids/Sun. School 9:15am. Midweek Connect for Kids 6:30pm. Please reg-
ister Kids on our webite. Youth Group: Wed. 6:30pm. www.beckerbaptist.
org. 
Becker Evangelical Free Church
Pastors: Gerald Deppa (Interim Senior), Chris Salvevold (Youth), 763-261-
4125, Becker High School, Office: 11373 150th Ave SE. Services: Sun. 
Worship/Teaching/Fellowship 10am.
Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 12100 Sherburne Ave. Services: Sat. 
Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8:30am & 10:30am. Masses held 1st, 3rd & 5th Sun-
days of the month. (Masses held on 2nd & 4th Sundays in Big Lake).
Faith (Becker) Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Yolanda Denson-Byers & Vicar Molly Wills, 763-261-5751, 11755 
Sherburne Ave. Services: Sun. Worship 9:30am (Holy Communion on the 
1st & 3rd Sundays) Nursery available. Sun. school 9:55am, Refreshments 
& fellowship at 10:30am, Wed. programs: 6:00pm Wed. Worship, 6:30pm 
7th – 9th grade confirmation, 7:30pm Youth Group 1st & 3rd Wed. Bible 
Studies: Tues. 9:00am www.faithlutheran-becker.org.
Oakwood Community Church Assemblies of God
Pastors: Gerry Bass & Sarah, 763-220-6004, 13140 1st St (SW Corner of 
Becker Furniture World). Services: Sun. Bible Study/Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Snake River Free Church
Pastor: Steve Johnston, 612-219-8648, 180th St SE. Services: Sun. Worship/
Sun. School 10:30am., Hymn Sing is second Sun. of every month.
Becker Christian Center & Abundant Grace Church
Pastor: Ken Hanson, 763-262-2177, 15455 59th St SE. Services: Sun. Praise 
& Worship 9:30am, Wed. Family Fellowship 7pm.
Beacon House of Prayer
Pastors: Brian & Linda Holmes, 763-263-3771, 12264 Pleasant Ave. Ser-
vices: Thurs. Worship 6:30pm.
Free Grace United
Pastor: Kevin Wilson, 763-245-0001, Becker High School, 12000 Hancock 
St, Enter door 11. Services: Wed. Worship 6:30pm.

• BIG LAKE
Acts Seventh-Day Adventists Community Church
Pastor: Bill Nixon, 763-263-2287, 20455 187th Ave NW. Services: Sat. 
Worship 9am, Sat. Sabbath School 10:15am.
Bethany Bible Church
763-263-2167, 511 Eagle Lake Road. Services: Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Bridgeview Assembly of God
Pastor: Steve Royalty, 763-263-6274, 20500 County Road 11. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am & 10:45am, Wed. groups (kids/youth/adults) 6:30pm.
SVEA Hill Covenant Church
Pastor: Don Bellach, 763-263-6322, 16392 235th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Cornerstone Baptist Church
Pastor: Gordon Langdon, 763-263-7878, 15300 County Road 35. 
Hope Lutheran Church (ELCA) in Orrock
763-262-0028. www.hopeintherefuge.weebly.com.
IFLESIA AMOR VIVIENTE Living Love Church
Pastores: Juan & Patricia Aguayo, 763-607-5403, 21 Lake St N. Services: 
Sat. 6pm.
Lord of Glory Lutheran Church
Pastor: Marty Mably, 763-263-3090, 15550 190th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
8am & 10:30am.
Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 440 Lake St N. Services: Sat. Mass 
5pm; Sun. 8:30am & 10:30am. Masses held on 2nd & 4th Sundays of the 
month (Masses held on 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays in Becker).
Riverside Church
Online: www.myrc.church, 763-263-2410, 20314 County Road 14. Ser-
vices: Sun 8:45am, 10:30am & 12:05pm.
Saron Lutheran Church
Pastor: Kyle Sidlo, 763-263-2209, 311 Lake St. S. Services: Sun. Worship 

9:30am, indoors or livestream.
Spirit Life Church
763-262-LIFE, 221 Lake St N. Services Sun. mornings 9:45am. Going 
Deeper Sun. 9am. Prophetic Praayer Wed. 7pm.

• SANTIAGO
South Santiago Lutheran Church ELCA
Pastor: Allison Peterson, 763-662-2048, 14675 37th St. Services: Sun. 8am. 
and 10 am, Sun. School 9am.
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church E.L.S. & Princeton Evangelical School
Pastor: Timothy Zenda, 763-662-2570, 18977 17th St. Services: Sun. 
School/Bible Class 10:30am, Divine Worship 9am.
Glendorado Lutheran (ELCA)
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Shari Routh, 920-573-0193, 1100 186th Ave NE. Services: Sun 
Good Shepherd 9am, Sun. Glendorado 10:30am.
Gethsemane Church (ELCA) – Ronneby
Pastor: Barbara Peterson, 320-983-5002, 14478 78th St. NE. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Glendorado Evangelical Country Church
Pastor: Sam Alfano, 763-662-2244, 16999 Glendorado Road NE. Services: 
Sun. School 9:30am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• CLEAR LAKE
Living Waters Church
320-699-0876, 7830 Church St. Services: Sun. Worship 10am, Starting in 
Sept. Wed. night Ladies in Recovery study at 6:30pm.
Trinity Lutheran Church Missouri Synod
Pastor: Josh Reber, 320-743-2919, 8641 Main Ave. Services: Sun. Worship 
8:45am, Sun. School 9:45am.
SHED Church - Non-Denomination in Palmer
Pastor: TBD, 320-241-0123, Palmer Town Hall, 4180 105th Ave. Services: 
Sun. 5pm. www.shedchurch.org.
St. Marcus Catholic Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-743-2481, 8701 Main Ave. Services: Mon.  
& Wed. Mass 8am, Sat. Confessions 4:15pm, Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. 8am.

• DUELM
St. Lawrence Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-968-7502, 10915 Duelm Road NE. Ser-
vices: Sun. Mass 10am, Tues. Mass 8am.

• CLEARWATER
Clearwater United Methodist Church
Pastor: Alison Hendley, 320-558-2581, 405 Main St. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9:30am.
Freedom Bible Baptist Church
320-434-347, 605 Lime St. (Old Clearwater Post Office). Services: Sun. 
Prayer 9am, Sun. School 9:30am, Sun. Worship 10:45am.
Rejoice Lutheran Church – ELCA
Pastor: Jim Bump, 320-558-6851, 1155 County Road 75.  
Services: Sun. School that begins in Worship 9:30am.  
Livestream worship at Rejoice’s Youtube Channel,  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsJGuBda4orT9TWYii5wmGw
Church of St. Luke
Father: Dennis Backer, 320-558-2124, 17545 Huber Ave NW. Services: 
Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8am & 10am, Weekday Mass Tues.-Fri. 8am/
Sat. 9am.
Tri-County Alliance Church
Pastor: David Fogal, 320-558-2750, 8464 160th St NW. Services: Sun. 
School 9am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• SILVER CREEK
Immanuel Lutheran Church
Pastor: Ken Tatkenhorst, 763-878-2820, 11390 Elliot Ave NW. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am
Silver Creek Community Church
Pastor: Zach Pryor, 320-963-3957, 4282 114th St NW. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9am, Sun. Fellowship 10am, Sun. School 10:30am. 

• SAINT CLOUD
Faith Lutheran Church
Pastor: Joshua Reber, 320-252-3315, 3000 County Road SE. Worship: Sun. 
10:15am.

RYAN HUBBARD
763-263-8334 

RESIDENTIAL  • COMMERCIAL - AGRICULTURAL

6715 125th Ave - Clear Lake, MN
320.743.2387 • Cell: 320.290.9843
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8852 Cty Rd 23
Becker, MN 

Phone:
763.261.5656

Ralph du Monceaux, Owner
Free Loaners ~ Free Estimates 

~ Honest Work

763-261-5656
Ralph’s

Auto Body

• BECKER
Grace Lutheran Church (LCMS)
Pastor: David M. Johnson, 763-262-7782, 11185 27th Ave SE. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am, Sun. School 10:30am, Wed. J.U.M.P. 6pm.
Becker Baptist Church
Pastors: Nathan Bucher (Senior), Kevin Drehmel (Youth) & Amy Drehmel 
(Dir. of Child/Fam. Ministry), 763-261-4202, 11951 Hancock St. Services: 
Sun. Worship/Children 10:30am. During the school year: AWANA for 
Kids/Sun. School 9:15am. Midweek Connect for Kids 6:30pm. Please reg-
ister Kids on our webite. Youth Group: Wed. 6:30pm. www.beckerbaptist.
org. 
Becker Evangelical Free Church
Pastors: Gerald Deppa (Interim Senior), Chris Salvevold (Youth), 763-261-
4125, Becker High School, Office: 11373 150th Ave SE. Services: Sun. 
Worship/Teaching/Fellowship 10am.
Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 12100 Sherburne Ave. Services: Sat. 
Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8:30am & 10:30am. Masses held 1st, 3rd & 5th Sun-
days of the month. (Masses held on 2nd & 4th Sundays in Big Lake).
Faith (Becker) Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Yolanda Denson-Byers & Vicar Molly Wills, 763-261-5751, 11755 
Sherburne Ave. Services: Sun. Worship 9:30am (Holy Communion on the 
1st & 3rd Sundays) Nursery available. Sun. school 9:55am, Refreshments 
& fellowship at 10:30am, Wed. programs: 6:00pm Wed. Worship, 6:30pm 
7th – 9th grade confirmation, 7:30pm Youth Group 1st & 3rd Wed. Bible 
Studies: Tues. 9:00am www.faithlutheran-becker.org.
Oakwood Community Church Assemblies of God
Pastors: Gerry Bass & Sarah, 763-220-6004, 13140 1st St (SW Corner of 
Becker Furniture World). Services: Sun. Bible Study/Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Snake River Free Church
Pastor: Steve Johnston, 612-219-8648, 180th St SE. Services: Sun. Worship/
Sun. School 10:30am., Hymn Sing is second Sun. of every month.
Becker Christian Center & Abundant Grace Church
Pastor: Ken Hanson, 763-262-2177, 15455 59th St SE. Services: Sun. Praise 
& Worship 9:30am, Wed. Family Fellowship 7pm.
Beacon House of Prayer
Pastors: Brian & Linda Holmes, 763-263-3771, 12264 Pleasant Ave. Ser-
vices: Thurs. Worship 6:30pm.
Free Grace United
Pastor: Kevin Wilson, 763-245-0001, Becker High School, 12000 Hancock 
St, Enter door 11. Services: Wed. Worship 6:30pm.

• BIG LAKE
Acts Seventh-Day Adventists Community Church
Pastor: Bill Nixon, 763-263-2287, 20455 187th Ave NW. Services: Sat. 
Worship 9am, Sat. Sabbath School 10:15am.
Bethany Bible Church
763-263-2167, 511 Eagle Lake Road. Services: Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Bridgeview Assembly of God
Pastor: Steve Royalty, 763-263-6274, 20500 County Road 11. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am & 10:45am, Wed. groups (kids/youth/adults) 6:30pm.
SVEA Hill Covenant Church
Pastor: Don Bellach, 763-263-6322, 16392 235th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Cornerstone Baptist Church
Pastor: Gordon Langdon, 763-263-7878, 15300 County Road 35. 
Hope Lutheran Church (ELCA) in Orrock
763-262-0028. www.hopeintherefuge.weebly.com.
IFLESIA AMOR VIVIENTE Living Love Church
Pastores: Juan & Patricia Aguayo, 763-607-5403, 21 Lake St N. Services: 
Sat. 6pm.
Lord of Glory Lutheran Church
Pastor: Marty Mably, 763-263-3090, 15550 190th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
8am & 10:30am.
Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 440 Lake St N. Services: Sat. Mass 
5pm; Sun. 8:30am & 10:30am. Masses held on 2nd & 4th Sundays of the 
month (Masses held on 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays in Becker).
Riverside Church
Online: www.myrc.church, 763-263-2410, 20314 County Road 14. Ser-
vices: Sun 8:45am, 10:30am & 12:05pm.
Saron Lutheran Church
Pastor: Kyle Sidlo, 763-263-2209, 311 Lake St. S. Services: Sun. Worship 

9:30am, indoors or livestream.
Spirit Life Church
763-262-LIFE, 221 Lake St N. Services Sun. mornings 9:45am. Going 
Deeper Sun. 9am. Prophetic Praayer Wed. 7pm.

• SANTIAGO
South Santiago Lutheran Church ELCA
Pastor: Allison Peterson, 763-662-2048, 14675 37th St. Services: Sun. 8am. 
and 10 am, Sun. School 9am.
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church E.L.S. & Princeton Evangelical School
Pastor: Timothy Zenda, 763-662-2570, 18977 17th St. Services: Sun. 
School/Bible Class 10:30am, Divine Worship 9am.
Glendorado Lutheran (ELCA)
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Shari Routh, 920-573-0193, 1100 186th Ave NE. Services: Sun 
Good Shepherd 9am, Sun. Glendorado 10:30am.
Gethsemane Church (ELCA) – Ronneby
Pastor: Barbara Peterson, 320-983-5002, 14478 78th St. NE. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Glendorado Evangelical Country Church
Pastor: Sam Alfano, 763-662-2244, 16999 Glendorado Road NE. Services: 
Sun. School 9:30am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• CLEAR LAKE
Living Waters Church
320-699-0876, 7830 Church St. Services: Sun. Worship 10am, Starting in 
Sept. Wed. night Ladies in Recovery study at 6:30pm.
Trinity Lutheran Church Missouri Synod
Pastor: Josh Reber, 320-743-2919, 8641 Main Ave. Services: Sun. Worship 
8:45am, Sun. School 9:45am.
SHED Church - Non-Denomination in Palmer
Pastor: TBD, 320-241-0123, Palmer Town Hall, 4180 105th Ave. Services: 
Sun. 5pm. www.shedchurch.org.
St. Marcus Catholic Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-743-2481, 8701 Main Ave. Services: Mon.  
& Wed. Mass 8am, Sat. Confessions 4:15pm, Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. 8am.

• DUELM
St. Lawrence Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-968-7502, 10915 Duelm Road NE. Ser-
vices: Sun. Mass 10am, Tues. Mass 8am.

• CLEARWATER
Clearwater United Methodist Church
Pastor: Alison Hendley, 320-558-2581, 405 Main St. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9:30am.
Freedom Bible Baptist Church
320-434-347, 605 Lime St. (Old Clearwater Post Office). Services: Sun. 
Prayer 9am, Sun. School 9:30am, Sun. Worship 10:45am.
Rejoice Lutheran Church – ELCA
Pastor: Jim Bump, 320-558-6851, 1155 County Road 75.  
Services: Sun. School that begins in Worship 9:30am.  
Livestream worship at Rejoice’s Youtube Channel,  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsJGuBda4orT9TWYii5wmGw
Church of St. Luke
Father: Dennis Backer, 320-558-2124, 17545 Huber Ave NW. Services: 
Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8am & 10am, Weekday Mass Tues.-Fri. 8am/
Sat. 9am.
Tri-County Alliance Church
Pastor: David Fogal, 320-558-2750, 8464 160th St NW. Services: Sun. 
School 9am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• SILVER CREEK
Immanuel Lutheran Church
Pastor: Ken Tatkenhorst, 763-878-2820, 11390 Elliot Ave NW. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am
Silver Creek Community Church
Pastor: Zach Pryor, 320-963-3957, 4282 114th St NW. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9am, Sun. Fellowship 10am, Sun. School 10:30am. 

• SAINT CLOUD
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Pastor: Joshua Reber, 320-252-3315, 3000 County Road SE. Worship: Sun. 
10:15am.
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8am & 10:30am.
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Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 440 Lake St N. Services: Sat. Mass 
5pm; Sun. 8:30am & 10:30am. Masses held on 2nd & 4th Sundays of the 
month (Masses held on 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays in Becker).
Riverside Church
Online: www.myrc.church, 763-263-2410, 20314 County Road 14. Ser-
vices: Sun 8:45am, 10:30am & 12:05pm.
Saron Lutheran Church
Pastor: Kyle Sidlo, 763-263-2209, 311 Lake St. S. Services: Sun. Worship 

9:30am, indoors or livestream.
Spirit Life Church
763-262-LIFE, 221 Lake St N. Services Sun. mornings 9:45am. Going 
Deeper Sun. 9am. Prophetic Praayer Wed. 7pm.

• SANTIAGO
South Santiago Lutheran Church ELCA
Pastor: Allison Peterson, 763-662-2048, 14675 37th St. Services: Sun. 8am. 
and 10 am, Sun. School 9am.
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church E.L.S. & Princeton Evangelical School
Pastor: Timothy Zenda, 763-662-2570, 18977 17th St. Services: Sun. 
School/Bible Class 10:30am, Divine Worship 9am.
Glendorado Lutheran (ELCA)
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Shari Routh, 920-573-0193, 1100 186th Ave NE. Services: Sun 
Good Shepherd 9am, Sun. Glendorado 10:30am.
Gethsemane Church (ELCA) – Ronneby
Pastor: Barbara Peterson, 320-983-5002, 14478 78th St. NE. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Glendorado Evangelical Country Church
Pastor: Sam Alfano, 763-662-2244, 16999 Glendorado Road NE. Services: 
Sun. School 9:30am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• CLEAR LAKE
Living Waters Church
320-699-0876, 7830 Church St. Services: Sun. Worship 10am, Starting in 
Sept. Wed. night Ladies in Recovery study at 6:30pm.
Trinity Lutheran Church Missouri Synod
Pastor: Josh Reber, 320-743-2919, 8641 Main Ave. Services: Sun. Worship 
8:45am, Sun. School 9:45am.
SHED Church - Non-Denomination in Palmer
Pastor: TBD, 320-241-0123, Palmer Town Hall, 4180 105th Ave. Services: 
Sun. 5pm. www.shedchurch.org.
St. Marcus Catholic Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-743-2481, 8701 Main Ave. Services: Mon.  
& Wed. Mass 8am, Sat. Confessions 4:15pm, Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. 8am.

• DUELM
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Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-968-7502, 10915 Duelm Road NE. Ser-
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Pastor: Alison Hendley, 320-558-2581, 405 Main St. Services: Sun. Wor-
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320-434-347, 605 Lime St. (Old Clearwater Post Office). Services: Sun. 
Prayer 9am, Sun. School 9:30am, Sun. Worship 10:45am.
Rejoice Lutheran Church – ELCA
Pastor: Jim Bump, 320-558-6851, 1155 County Road 75.  
Services: Sun. School that begins in Worship 9:30am.  
Livestream worship at Rejoice’s Youtube Channel,  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsJGuBda4orT9TWYii5wmGw
Church of St. Luke
Father: Dennis Backer, 320-558-2124, 17545 Huber Ave NW. Services: 
Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8am & 10am, Weekday Mass Tues.-Fri. 8am/
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Pastor: David Fogal, 320-558-2750, 8464 160th St NW. Services: Sun. 
School 9am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• SILVER CREEK
Immanuel Lutheran Church
Pastor: Ken Tatkenhorst, 763-878-2820, 11390 Elliot Ave NW. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am
Silver Creek Community Church
Pastor: Zach Pryor, 320-963-3957, 4282 114th St NW. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9am, Sun. Fellowship 10am, Sun. School 10:30am. 

• SAINT CLOUD
Faith Lutheran Church
Pastor: Joshua Reber, 320-252-3315, 3000 County Road SE. Worship: Sun. 
10:15am.
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Ralph du Monceaux, Owner
Free Loaners ~ Free Estimates 

~ Honest Work

763-261-5656
Ralph’s

Auto Body

• BECKER
Grace Lutheran Church (LCMS)
Pastor: David M. Johnson, 763-262-7782, 11185 27th Ave SE. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am, Sun. School 10:30am, Wed. J.U.M.P. 6pm.
Becker Baptist Church
Pastors: Nathan Bucher (Senior), Kevin Drehmel (Youth) & Amy Drehmel 
(Dir. of Child/Fam. Ministry), 763-261-4202, 11951 Hancock St. Services: 
Sun. Worship/Children 10:30am. During the school year: AWANA for 
Kids/Sun. School 9:15am. Midweek Connect for Kids 6:30pm. Please reg-
ister Kids on our webite. Youth Group: Wed. 6:30pm. www.beckerbaptist.
org. 
Becker Evangelical Free Church
Pastors: Gerald Deppa (Interim Senior), Chris Salvevold (Youth), 763-261-
4125, Becker High School, Office: 11373 150th Ave SE. Services: Sun. 
Worship/Teaching/Fellowship 10am.
Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 12100 Sherburne Ave. Services: Sat. 
Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8:30am & 10:30am. Masses held 1st, 3rd & 5th Sun-
days of the month. (Masses held on 2nd & 4th Sundays in Big Lake).
Faith (Becker) Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Yolanda Denson-Byers & Vicar Molly Wills, 763-261-5751, 11755 
Sherburne Ave. Services: Sun. Worship 9:30am (Holy Communion on the 
1st & 3rd Sundays) Nursery available. Sun. school 9:55am, Refreshments 
& fellowship at 10:30am, Wed. programs: 6:00pm Wed. Worship, 6:30pm 
7th – 9th grade confirmation, 7:30pm Youth Group 1st & 3rd Wed. Bible 
Studies: Tues. 9:00am www.faithlutheran-becker.org.
Oakwood Community Church Assemblies of God
Pastors: Gerry Bass & Sarah, 763-220-6004, 13140 1st St (SW Corner of 
Becker Furniture World). Services: Sun. Bible Study/Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Snake River Free Church
Pastor: Steve Johnston, 612-219-8648, 180th St SE. Services: Sun. Worship/
Sun. School 10:30am., Hymn Sing is second Sun. of every month.
Becker Christian Center & Abundant Grace Church
Pastor: Ken Hanson, 763-262-2177, 15455 59th St SE. Services: Sun. Praise 
& Worship 9:30am, Wed. Family Fellowship 7pm.
Beacon House of Prayer
Pastors: Brian & Linda Holmes, 763-263-3771, 12264 Pleasant Ave. Ser-
vices: Thurs. Worship 6:30pm.
Free Grace United
Pastor: Kevin Wilson, 763-245-0001, Becker High School, 12000 Hancock 
St, Enter door 11. Services: Wed. Worship 6:30pm.

• BIG LAKE
Acts Seventh-Day Adventists Community Church
Pastor: Bill Nixon, 763-263-2287, 20455 187th Ave NW. Services: Sat. 
Worship 9am, Sat. Sabbath School 10:15am.
Bethany Bible Church
763-263-2167, 511 Eagle Lake Road. Services: Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Bridgeview Assembly of God
Pastor: Steve Royalty, 763-263-6274, 20500 County Road 11. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am & 10:45am, Wed. groups (kids/youth/adults) 6:30pm.
SVEA Hill Covenant Church
Pastor: Don Bellach, 763-263-6322, 16392 235th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Cornerstone Baptist Church
Pastor: Gordon Langdon, 763-263-7878, 15300 County Road 35. 
Hope Lutheran Church (ELCA) in Orrock
763-262-0028. www.hopeintherefuge.weebly.com.
IFLESIA AMOR VIVIENTE Living Love Church
Pastores: Juan & Patricia Aguayo, 763-607-5403, 21 Lake St N. Services: 
Sat. 6pm.
Lord of Glory Lutheran Church
Pastor: Marty Mably, 763-263-3090, 15550 190th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
8am & 10:30am.
Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 440 Lake St N. Services: Sat. Mass 
5pm; Sun. 8:30am & 10:30am. Masses held on 2nd & 4th Sundays of the 
month (Masses held on 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays in Becker).
Riverside Church
Online: www.myrc.church, 763-263-2410, 20314 County Road 14. Ser-
vices: Sun 8:45am, 10:30am & 12:05pm.
Saron Lutheran Church
Pastor: Kyle Sidlo, 763-263-2209, 311 Lake St. S. Services: Sun. Worship 

9:30am, indoors or livestream.
Spirit Life Church
763-262-LIFE, 221 Lake St N. Services Sun. mornings 9:45am. Going 
Deeper Sun. 9am. Prophetic Praayer Wed. 7pm.

• SANTIAGO
South Santiago Lutheran Church ELCA
Pastor: Allison Peterson, 763-662-2048, 14675 37th St. Services: Sun. 8am. 
and 10 am, Sun. School 9am.
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church E.L.S. & Princeton Evangelical School
Pastor: Timothy Zenda, 763-662-2570, 18977 17th St. Services: Sun. 
School/Bible Class 10:30am, Divine Worship 9am.
Glendorado Lutheran (ELCA)
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Shari Routh, 920-573-0193, 1100 186th Ave NE. Services: Sun 
Good Shepherd 9am, Sun. Glendorado 10:30am.
Gethsemane Church (ELCA) – Ronneby
Pastor: Barbara Peterson, 320-983-5002, 14478 78th St. NE. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Glendorado Evangelical Country Church
Pastor: Sam Alfano, 763-662-2244, 16999 Glendorado Road NE. Services: 
Sun. School 9:30am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• CLEAR LAKE
Living Waters Church
320-699-0876, 7830 Church St. Services: Sun. Worship 10am, Starting in 
Sept. Wed. night Ladies in Recovery study at 6:30pm.
Trinity Lutheran Church Missouri Synod
Pastor: Josh Reber, 320-743-2919, 8641 Main Ave. Services: Sun. Worship 
8:45am, Sun. School 9:45am.
SHED Church - Non-Denomination in Palmer
Pastor: TBD, 320-241-0123, Palmer Town Hall, 4180 105th Ave. Services: 
Sun. 5pm. www.shedchurch.org.
St. Marcus Catholic Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-743-2481, 8701 Main Ave. Services: Mon.  
& Wed. Mass 8am, Sat. Confessions 4:15pm, Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. 8am.

• DUELM
St. Lawrence Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-968-7502, 10915 Duelm Road NE. Ser-
vices: Sun. Mass 10am, Tues. Mass 8am.

• CLEARWATER
Clearwater United Methodist Church
Pastor: Alison Hendley, 320-558-2581, 405 Main St. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9:30am.
Freedom Bible Baptist Church
320-434-347, 605 Lime St. (Old Clearwater Post Office). Services: Sun. 
Prayer 9am, Sun. School 9:30am, Sun. Worship 10:45am.
Rejoice Lutheran Church – ELCA
Pastor: Jim Bump, 320-558-6851, 1155 County Road 75.  
Services: Sun. School that begins in Worship 9:30am.  
Livestream worship at Rejoice’s Youtube Channel,  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsJGuBda4orT9TWYii5wmGw
Church of St. Luke
Father: Dennis Backer, 320-558-2124, 17545 Huber Ave NW. Services: 
Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8am & 10am, Weekday Mass Tues.-Fri. 8am/
Sat. 9am.
Tri-County Alliance Church
Pastor: David Fogal, 320-558-2750, 8464 160th St NW. Services: Sun. 
School 9am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• SILVER CREEK
Immanuel Lutheran Church
Pastor: Ken Tatkenhorst, 763-878-2820, 11390 Elliot Ave NW. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am
Silver Creek Community Church
Pastor: Zach Pryor, 320-963-3957, 4282 114th St NW. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9am, Sun. Fellowship 10am, Sun. School 10:30am. 

• SAINT CLOUD
Faith Lutheran Church
Pastor: Joshua Reber, 320-252-3315, 3000 County Road SE. Worship: Sun. 
10:15am.
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vices: Sun. Mass 10am, Tues. Mass 8am.
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Faith Lutheran Church
Pastor: Joshua Reber, 320-252-3315, 3000 County Road SE. Worship: Sun. 
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• BECKER
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Online: www.myrc.church, 763-263-2410, 20314 County Road 14. Ser-
vices: Sun 8:45am, 10:30am & 12:05pm.
Saron Lutheran Church
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763-262-LIFE, 221 Lake St N. Services Sun. mornings 9:45am. Going 
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Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8:30am & 10:30am. Masses held 1st, 3rd & 5th Sun-
days of the month. (Masses held on 2nd & 4th Sundays in Big Lake).
Faith (Becker) Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Yolanda Denson-Byers & Vicar Molly Wills, 763-261-5751, 11755 
Sherburne Ave. Services: Sun. Worship 9:30am (Holy Communion on the 
1st & 3rd Sundays) Nursery available. Sun. school 9:55am, Refreshments 
& fellowship at 10:30am, Wed. programs: 6:00pm Wed. Worship, 6:30pm 
7th – 9th grade confirmation, 7:30pm Youth Group 1st & 3rd Wed. Bible 
Studies: Tues. 9:00am www.faithlutheran-becker.org.
Oakwood Community Church Assemblies of God
Pastors: Gerry Bass & Sarah, 763-220-6004, 13140 1st St (SW Corner of 
Becker Furniture World). Services: Sun. Bible Study/Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Snake River Free Church
Pastor: Steve Johnston, 612-219-8648, 180th St SE. Services: Sun. Worship/
Sun. School 10:30am., Hymn Sing is second Sun. of every month.
Becker Christian Center & Abundant Grace Church
Pastor: Ken Hanson, 763-262-2177, 15455 59th St SE. Services: Sun. Praise 
& Worship 9:30am, Wed. Family Fellowship 7pm.
Beacon House of Prayer
Pastors: Brian & Linda Holmes, 763-263-3771, 12264 Pleasant Ave. Ser-
vices: Thurs. Worship 6:30pm.
Free Grace United
Pastor: Kevin Wilson, 763-245-0001, Becker High School, 12000 Hancock 
St, Enter door 11. Services: Wed. Worship 6:30pm.

• BIG LAKE
Acts Seventh-Day Adventists Community Church
Pastor: Bill Nixon, 763-263-2287, 20455 187th Ave NW. Services: Sat. 
Worship 9am, Sat. Sabbath School 10:15am.
Bethany Bible Church
763-263-2167, 511 Eagle Lake Road. Services: Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Bridgeview Assembly of God
Pastor: Steve Royalty, 763-263-6274, 20500 County Road 11. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am & 10:45am, Wed. groups (kids/youth/adults) 6:30pm.
SVEA Hill Covenant Church
Pastor: Don Bellach, 763-263-6322, 16392 235th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Cornerstone Baptist Church
Pastor: Gordon Langdon, 763-263-7878, 15300 County Road 35. 
Hope Lutheran Church (ELCA) in Orrock
763-262-0028. www.hopeintherefuge.weebly.com.
IFLESIA AMOR VIVIENTE Living Love Church
Pastores: Juan & Patricia Aguayo, 763-607-5403, 21 Lake St N. Services: 
Sat. 6pm.
Lord of Glory Lutheran Church
Pastor: Marty Mably, 763-263-3090, 15550 190th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
8am & 10:30am.
Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 440 Lake St N. Services: Sat. Mass 
5pm; Sun. 8:30am & 10:30am. Masses held on 2nd & 4th Sundays of the 
month (Masses held on 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays in Becker).
Riverside Church
Online: www.myrc.church, 763-263-2410, 20314 County Road 14. Ser-
vices: Sun 8:45am, 10:30am & 12:05pm.
Saron Lutheran Church
Pastor: Kyle Sidlo, 763-263-2209, 311 Lake St. S. Services: Sun. Worship 

9:30am, indoors or livestream.
Spirit Life Church
763-262-LIFE, 221 Lake St N. Services Sun. mornings 9:45am. Going 
Deeper Sun. 9am. Prophetic Praayer Wed. 7pm.

• SANTIAGO
South Santiago Lutheran Church ELCA
Pastor: Allison Peterson, 763-662-2048, 14675 37th St. Services: Sun. 8am. 
and 10 am, Sun. School 9am.
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church E.L.S. & Princeton Evangelical School
Pastor: Timothy Zenda, 763-662-2570, 18977 17th St. Services: Sun. 
School/Bible Class 10:30am, Divine Worship 9am.
Glendorado Lutheran (ELCA)
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Shari Routh, 920-573-0193, 1100 186th Ave NE. Services: Sun 
Good Shepherd 9am, Sun. Glendorado 10:30am.
Gethsemane Church (ELCA) – Ronneby
Pastor: Barbara Peterson, 320-983-5002, 14478 78th St. NE. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Glendorado Evangelical Country Church
Pastor: Sam Alfano, 763-662-2244, 16999 Glendorado Road NE. Services: 
Sun. School 9:30am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• CLEAR LAKE
Living Waters Church
320-699-0876, 7830 Church St. Services: Sun. Worship 10am, Starting in 
Sept. Wed. night Ladies in Recovery study at 6:30pm.
Trinity Lutheran Church Missouri Synod
Pastor: Josh Reber, 320-743-2919, 8641 Main Ave. Services: Sun. Worship 
8:45am, Sun. School 9:45am.
SHED Church - Non-Denomination in Palmer
Pastor: TBD, 320-241-0123, Palmer Town Hall, 4180 105th Ave. Services: 
Sun. 5pm. www.shedchurch.org.
St. Marcus Catholic Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-743-2481, 8701 Main Ave. Services: Mon.  
& Wed. Mass 8am, Sat. Confessions 4:15pm, Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. 8am.

• DUELM
St. Lawrence Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-968-7502, 10915 Duelm Road NE. Ser-
vices: Sun. Mass 10am, Tues. Mass 8am.

• CLEARWATER
Clearwater United Methodist Church
Pastor: Alison Hendley, 320-558-2581, 405 Main St. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9:30am.
Freedom Bible Baptist Church
320-434-347, 605 Lime St. (Old Clearwater Post Office). Services: Sun. 
Prayer 9am, Sun. School 9:30am, Sun. Worship 10:45am.
Rejoice Lutheran Church – ELCA
Pastor: Jim Bump, 320-558-6851, 1155 County Road 75.  
Services: Sun. School that begins in Worship 9:30am.  
Livestream worship at Rejoice’s Youtube Channel,  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsJGuBda4orT9TWYii5wmGw
Church of St. Luke
Father: Dennis Backer, 320-558-2124, 17545 Huber Ave NW. Services: 
Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8am & 10am, Weekday Mass Tues.-Fri. 8am/
Sat. 9am.
Tri-County Alliance Church
Pastor: David Fogal, 320-558-2750, 8464 160th St NW. Services: Sun. 
School 9am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• SILVER CREEK
Immanuel Lutheran Church
Pastor: Ken Tatkenhorst, 763-878-2820, 11390 Elliot Ave NW. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am
Silver Creek Community Church
Pastor: Zach Pryor, 320-963-3957, 4282 114th St NW. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9am, Sun. Fellowship 10am, Sun. School 10:30am. 

• SAINT CLOUD
Faith Lutheran Church
Pastor: Joshua Reber, 320-252-3315, 3000 County Road SE. Worship: Sun. 
10:15am.

RYAN HUBBARD
763-263-8334 

RESIDENTIAL  • COMMERCIAL - AGRICULTURAL

6715 125th Ave - Clear Lake, MN
320.743.2387 • Cell: 320.290.9843

Scott & Tonia Ulsby

KEN GEROUX CONSTRUCTION
C O R P O R A T I O N

Integrity • Excellence
Uncompromising Customer Satisfaction

Lic. #BC002757
Big Lake • 763-263-6878

Order Online!

Becker Pizza Depot
The Area’s Best Pizza -- Ask Anyone!

14281 Bank Street, Becker • 763-262-2700
www.BeckerPizzaDepot.com • Facebook: Pizza Depot

Pizza, Wings & More

290 EAGLE LAKE RD. N. BIG LAKE
763-263-3262 • WWW.CORNEROAKSDENTAL.COM

FAMILY & COSMETIC DENTISTRY

DR. REED DILL & 
DR. PETER KUEFLER

16455 122nd St Becker MN 55308

763-263-9471

Big Lake

 763-263-6350
parkdental.com

Church DirectoryChurch DirectoryChurch Directory

320-743-2479 
• dahlensheetmetal@frontier.com

P.O. Box 646 • Becker, MN 55308
www.dahlensheetmetal.com

Becker 763-261-4200  |  Princeton 763-389-4099
Monticello 763-271-7177

www.sherburnestatebank.com

Your Hometown Bank

Sherburne
State Bank

Member 
FDIC

763-262-4237

M-F
8AM-

4:30PM

Owner: Chad Schwintek
13050 1st Street Becker, MN 55308

24 
HOUR
Towing & recovery

19640 200th Ave., Big Lake

• Family Owned 
    & Operated
• Light, Medium and 
    Heavy Duty  Towing 

• Lockouts 
• Jump Starts 
• Winch Recovery

www.bobstowingandrecovery.com

• BIG LAKE 
• ELK RIVER 
• MONTICELLO

This space is available! 
Call the Patriot to 

become a church page 
sponsor! 763-275-0275

Church Directory brought to you by these advertisers:

Local charities, 
communities will feel impact

Last week marked the 
end of the 2023 MN Legis-
lative session and there’s no 
shortage of controversy when 
it comes to the laws that were 
passed. Because I follow gov-
ernment very closely, I have 
many personal opinions on 
the work of the 2023 legisla-
ture.

But one issue that will 
perhaps have the biggest 
impact on our communities 
is the new legislation aimed 
squarely at the electronic pull 
tab industry in Minnesota.

A little history lesson 
tells us that “e-tabs” were le-
galized in 2012 as a funding 
mechanism for what was to 
become US Bank Stadium.  
Profits from the new gam-
bling revenue source were 
supposed to pay off the State 
of MN’s bonds in 30 years 
— it took only 10 years as 
payments topped $348 mil-
lion per year.  There was 
also a portion of the funds 
that allowed local charities 
to increase their sales and in 
turn their donations to local 
groups.  This translated into 
well over a hundred million 
dollars that helped fund ac-
tivities from little league to 
many services and programs 
for our Veterans.

What an incredible co-
incidence that earlier this 
year it was announced that 
the stadium was paid off 20 
years early and now there 
are sweeping changes imple-
mented to the e-tabs.

Starting in August, no 
new games can be introduced 
that feature “open all” fea-
tures and second chance pro-
visions are also eliminated.  
Starting in 2024, all existing 
games with these features will 
also be illegal.

I’ve played e-tabs ex-
actly once in my life and was 
not a huge fan, but apparently 
Minnesotans really love these 
games.  

Last year, there was over 
$2 billion in game sales in 
our state and the electronic 
versions now surpass total 
sales for the old fashioned 
cardboard tabs.

So what does this all 
mean locally?

One needs to look no 
further than our local com-
munity and the wonderful 

Becker Lions club for clues 
as to what could happen next.  
They operate charitable gam-
bling at both Beck’s Pub and 
the Pebble Creek Country 
Club.

Last year, the Lions 
donated approximately 
$195,000 to local groups 
and a full 71% of these funds 
were derived from electronic 
pull-tabs, according to club 
Associate Gambling Man-
ager Steve Rosa.

Rosa told me that he is 
sure the new law will affect 
his group’s ability to generate 
funds, but the full extent isn’t 
known at this time.  “We are 
still assessing the impact and 
will evaluate our ability to do-
nate to the community,” Rosa 
told me.

That’s less funding for 
families and individuals bat-
tling cancer, the robotics team 
and basically every youth, 
senior, Veteran and chari-
table activity happening in 
our community.  If one were 
to take a look at the Lions’ 
donation list, it pretty much 
touches everything in Becker 
and the surrounding areas.

Amazing how the City 
of Minneapolis and billion-
aire owners of a professional 
sports team benefitted for 
10 years from people across 
Minnesota playing e-tabs and 
now that the tab is paid off 
early, the spigot of funds is 
being dramatically reduced.

History tells me that 
most voters will probably 
forget about it by the 2024 
elections, but the coaches, 
organizers and participants 
in these activities will surely 
remember every time one of 
their donation requests go 
unfilled or a Veteran cannot 
afford his or her prescription.  

By Mark Kolbering
Contributing Writer

Events & Meetings
After a long few weeks 

of debt ceiling negotiations, 
we were thrilled to have the 
chance to participate in some 
events and meetings back 
home in Minnesota.

We met with Delano 
High School’s Orange Crush 
robotics team to see their 
robot and discuss the impor-
tance of STEM and computer 
science education. I also had 
the pleasure of announc-
ing that the team had been 
awarded a $5,000 STEM Tal-
ent Pipeline Grant to support 
the team’s growth. STEM 
education can open countless 
doors, and I look forward to 
seeing what else these tal-
ented students accomplish.

Later in the day, we 
stopped by Gather and Grow 
Waconia United Food Shelf 
to meet with Executive Direc-
tor Angie Cruzen and some 
dedicated volunteers. We 
were hugely impressed by 
the number of services they 
provide to residents of Carver 
County! The great work being 
done at Gather and Grow 
goes beyond simple food as-
sistance, their talented staff 
also provide employment and 
budgeting services, nutrition 
classes and life coaching, and 
mental health support. Watch 
this report from Kare 11 for 
more on our visit to Gather 
and Grow.

It is no secret that the 
past few years have had a 
serious impact on our young 
people’s mental health. 1 in 
4 American teens have been 
diagnosed with a serious 
mental health condition. In 
2021 alone, the CDC reported 
30% of teenage girls had seri-
ously considered suicide. As 
we work towards solutions 
to this national epidemic, we 
hosted a Youth Mental Health 
Roundtable with local mental 
health advocates and provid-
ers.

We were joined by rep-
resentatives from Hazelden 
Betty Ford Foundation, 
CentraCare, Nexus Family 
Healing, Gillette Children’s, 
Health Partners, and Sophie’s 
Squad. We had an in-depth 
conversation on the work 

being done at the federal level 
to incentivize quality men-
tal health care, as well as the 
impact that social media and 
the pandemic have had on our 
students’ mental health.

Manufacturing is crucial 
to the State of Minnesota and 
plays an important role in the 
economy in the Sixth Con-
gressional District. Recently, 
we hosted a roundtable dis-
cussion with manufacturing 
leaders from across the state. 
It was a great conversation 
with participants from the 
National Association of 
Manufacturers, Minnesota 
Chamber of Commerce, and 
numerous manufacturing 
companies like General Mills 
and Ecolab.

Investing in local trans-
portation infrastructure keeps 
Minnesotans and our state’s 
economy moving forward. 
Recently, I had the chance 
to sit down with a group of 
Carver County leaders to dis-
cuss the recently completed 
Phase 1 of the U.S. Highway 
212 Rural Freight Mobility 
and Safety Project and dis-
cuss construction plans for 
Phase 2. We are pleased to 
see progress being made on 
this project and look forward 
to its completion. Our office 
was proud to support funding 
for this project.

Finally, on May 21st, I 
had the chance to sit down 
with Eric Chaloux of KSTP 
to discuss the ongoing debt 
ceiling negotiations, the situ-
ation at our borders, and the 
State Legislature’s many mis-
guided policies.

By Congressman 
Tom Emmer

The Rigors of Nature
Recently while lead-

ing a photo tour to north-
ern Minnesota, I was once 
again reminded about the 
rigors of nature. It is a basic 
tenant of nature, only the 
strongest will survive to 
carry on and pass on their 
genes to the next genera-
tion.

I had a small group 
of 6 photographers as we 
went for a three-day work-
shop to capture images of 
the American Black Bear, 
Ursus americanus, also 
known as the Black Bear. 
Its official name, American 
Black Bear indicates that 
this bear is found only in 
the America’s. The term for 
this is “endemic” to North 
America.

The Black Bear is one 
of three species of bear 
found in North America. 
The other two are Brown 
Bears and Polar bears. Be-
fore you reach for your key-
board to fire off an email to 
me saying that I forgot the 
Grizzly Bear, you should 
know that the Grizzly 
Bear is a subspecies of the 
Brown Bear.

Our Black Bear is 
not closely related to our 
Brown Bears (Ursus arc-
tos) or Polar Bears (Ursus 
maritimus). Funny thing is, 
the Brown Bear and Polar 
Bear are closely related and 
have been known to breed 
together where their ranges 
overlap.

The Black Bear is 
widespread across North 
America and when this 
happens within a species 
it leads to many subspe-
cies. In fact, there are some 
sixteen subspecies to the 

American Black Bear. Sub-
species is the way that bi-
ologists categorize, or sort 
out, the slight differences 
that occur within 
a species over 
a large geo-
graphical 
r a n g e .  
For ex-
ample, 
t h e 
Florida 
B l a c k 
B e a r 
is much 
s m a l l e r 
and tends 
to have a white 
blaze on its chest, com-
pared to the Eastern Black 
Bear which is larger and 
usually doesn’t have the 
white blaze on its chest.

There are so many in-
teresting facets to bears in 
general. For example, bears 
have a unique mating and 
reproductive system. Mat-
ing for Black Bears takes 
place in early summer, June 
and July. Females will be 
pursued by several males 
over many weeks. She can 
make with many males 
during this time. After mat-

ing, the egg and the sperm 
are joined but the newly 
fertilized egg doesn’t im-
plant into the female’s 
uterine wall until late in the 
fall, several months after 
mating. Depending upon 
the over-all health of the 
female, along with her age 
and percentage of body fat, 
anywhere from one to five 
or six fertilized eggs will 
attach and start growing.

This brings us back 
to my photo workshop for 
Black Bears. On our second 
day of looking for Black 
Bears we saw a female 
with 4 tiny cubs that were 
born this spring. Since 

young cubs will stay 
with their mom 

for 2 years, 
we call the 
newly born 
cubs “spring 
cubs”. Be-
cause they 
were born 
this spring. 

We were 
thrilled to see 

these tiny cubs be-
cause they make the 

cutest pictures. And who 
doesn’t love a tiny cute 
Black Bear.

The four cubs all 
looked different. One cub 
was the traditional black 
color, two were medium 
brown or cinnamon color 
and one was very light 
brown. While it is not un-
usual for Black Bears to 
come in a variety of col-
ors, seeing all the different 
colors amongst siblings 
was interesting to witness. 
Three of the cubs were the 
same size and one was no-
ticeably smaller. By my 

estimation, it looked nearly 
half the size of the other 
cubs.

This is a good exam-
ple of how siblings can be 
from different fathers. Re-
member I mentioned ear-
lier in this article that the 
female can be pursued by 
multiple males? It is very 
possible that each of these 
cubs could have different 
fathers, although unlikely, 
it definitely could be two 
could be from one father 
and two from another or 
any combination of these.

The smallest cub, 
was definitely slower and 
couldn’t climb trees as fast 
or as agile as the other cubs. 
Over the next several hours 
we watched and captured 
images of these little cubs 
and it became obvious that 
the smallest cub definitely 
was at a disadvantage. I 
was explaining to my group 
that it’s not out of the ques-
tion that this smallest cub 
might not make it. Approx-
imately 25 to 50 percent of 
young bears won’t make it 
until one year of age. This 
is usually due to the rigors 
of nature and the harshness 
of life in the wild. It is a 
sad truth, but it is also what 
makes nature strong by al-
lowing only the strong to 
survive. Until next time…

Stan Tekiela is an au-
thor / naturalist and wildlife 
photographer who travels 
the U.S. to study and cap-
ture images of wildlife. He 
can be followed on www.
facebook.com and www.
instagram.com. He can be 
contacted via his web page 
at www.naturesmart.com.

By Naturist
Stan Tekiela

Thank you to our advertisers 
for helping the Patriot stay 
“free” to our readers!
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Quality Building Supplies 
at Affordable Prices

Since 1975

BOOK YOUR ORDER!

Call for a FREE estimate
117th Ave., Milaca

(north end of Milaca off Central Ave)

BUILDING
$PECIAL$

320-983-6304 • 1-800-818-1846

LATCHAM-LIND LUMBER &
POST FRAME BUILDINGS

Ask up About Financing Options • Emergency Service Available • Family Owned & Operated with over 30+ years of experience.

763.389.2647763.389.2647

Commercial & Residential
24 hour Emergency Services • www.aceheatingandairinc.com

- We service all makes & models
- A/C conditioner or furnace tune-up specials

of service call

$$3030
coupon must be presented at time 

of service. Expires 6/30/23

offFoley Fun Days

Foley Fun Days
June 16-21st, 2023
320-761-1003 Juanita for info

Parade Weds., 
June 21, @ 6 pm

ASAP Pumping Service

• Residential Septic Tank Pumping 
• Commercial septic Pumping
• Holding Tanks• Routine Maintenance
• Tank Compliance• Emergency Service

Call 
763 415-0319

Serving Becker, Big Lake, Elk River 
and Surrounding Area

Emergency 
Service!

 CLEARWATER UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
405 Main Street 

Reserve a spot: 320-249-5829 or 320-267-9343
(Let us know if you have a dress to display) $7 per person at the door

Look back at wedding dresses
Spring Salad Luncheon

SAT., JUNE 10TH @ NOON

        BBQ PORK 
CHOP DINNER

18th Annual Duelm Lions

Tickets available at the Door 
or from any Lions Member

 or at Jack & Jim’s. 
See Bartender.

MN Gambling #35992

$16 Per Person for Meal
(dine in or take out)

$10 Kid’s Meals

Wednesday, June 14
 4 pm – 8 pm

 at Jack & Jim’s 
Event Center in Duelm

50/50 Raffl  e

To Go Meals 
Available

Tip Boards
Booze Raffl  e

Silent Auction
Buy pre-sale tickets & be 
entered in a $50 drawing!

R21-2B-MT

FIND YOUR VOICE!FIND YOUR VOICE!FIND YOUR VOICE!FIND YOUR VOICE!

Join the Great River Regional Library
SUMMER READING PROGRAM 

For registration details contact your library or 
visit griver.org/kids/summer-reading-program

June 5 thru
August 5

1-833-GET-GRRL

For kids ages 0-18

BECKER 
PUBLIC LIBRARY

11500 Sherburne Avenue 
763-261-4454

BIG LAKE
 PUBLIC LIBRARY
790 Minnesota Avenue

763-263-6445

CLEARWATER
 PUBLIC LIBRARY
740 Clearwater Center

320-558-6001

 

An exhibition of fine art by 
local artists 

 

Tuesday June 13 - Friday June 16 
10:00am - 5:00pm 
Saturday June 17 

9:00 am - 4:00 pm 
Ice Cream Social Tuesday June 13 6-8pm 

Children’s Make and Take Crafts  Saturday 
June 17 10 am –12pm 
Sherburne History Center 

10775 27th Ave SE Becker 
 Sponsored by  
the Becker Lions 
  

served afterwards for any 
and all guests.

Becker’s Legion trav-
eled around to several 
cemeteries starting at 8 
a.m. Monday. They con-
cluded their procession at 
the Becker Cemetery at 11 
a.m. and lunch was pro-
vided for guests at noon by 
the Becker Auxiliary.

The Clearwater Legion 
started their cemetery vis-
its at St. Marcus Cemetery 
at 9 a.m.. They finished at 
Acacia Cemetery at 10:30 
a.m. and held a brief cer-
emony at the Legion at 11 
a.m. where lunch was also 
provided.

A VINTAGE FIRE TRUCK decked out for Memorial Day was on 
display outside the Third Rail Bar & Grill in Big Lake (Patriot Photo 
by Bill Morgan.)

BECKER SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENT JEREMY SCHMIDT (L) and State 
Representative Shane Mekeland shared a table at the Becker Le-
gion lunch following the Memorial Day services. (Patriot Photo by 
Carol Hanson.)

LEGIONS  from page 1

LUNCH WAS SERVED AT THE 
BECKER LEGION by Chip Mandel 
and Ron Simpson following the 
services for Memorial Day. (Pa-
triot Photo by Carol Hanson.)

(Editor’s Note: The fol-
lowing article was submitted 
by GRRL.)

Great River Regional 
Library (GRRL) will kick off 
the annual Summer Reading 
Program (SRP) on Mon., 
June 5, continuing through 
Sat., August 5.

Registration begins June 
5, in the Beanstack app, on 
GRiver.Beanstack.org, or by 
visiting a local library branch 
during open hours. Partici-
pants track their reading in 
the Beanstack app or using a 
paper slip, which they return 
to their library. Participants 
are eligible for prize drawings 
at the end of the program. In 
addition, each branch offers a 
unique assortment of prizes!

This year’s theme, “Find 
Your Voice!” encourages 
kids to use their voices and re-
alize their voices have power. 

The program is open 
to all kids ages 0 to 18 and 
divided by age: pre-readers 
(ages 0 to 3), kids (ages 3 to 
12), and teens.

GRRL’s mission of the 
reading program is simple: 
Encourage children and teens 
to read throughout the sum-
mer! 

Summer reading isn’t 
just fun; it’s extremely ben-
eficial. Regular reading goes 

far in combating the “sum-
mer slide,” the phenomenon 
of students losing academic 

footing during a 
long academic 
break. Students 
who join public 

library summer reading pro-
grams scored higher on read-
ing achievement tests at the 
beginning of the next school 
year than those who did not 
participate – in some cases, 
significantly higher.

This program wouldn’t 
be possible without many 
generous sponsors. GRRL 
thanks Bernatello’s Foods, 
Central Minnesota Optimist 
Club, EZBuy Bins, Jim’s 
Auto Service, Kiwanis Club 
of St. Cloud, Kwik Trip, In-
finite Eye Care, St. Cloud 
Friends of the Library, St. 
Cloud Industrial Products, St. 
Cloud Moose Club #1400, 
and St. Michael-Albertville 
Women of Today for spon-
soring the 2023 Summer 
Reading Program.

Visit a local branch to 
learn more about how chil-
dren can get involved this 
summer. See library hours at 
GRiver.org/locations. Visit 
the library’s website for pro-
gram details at www.GRiver.
org/kids/summer-read-
ing-program.

GRRL kicks off 2023 
sumer reading program

Submitted Article
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BECKER PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS IS HIRING! 

BE A PART OF OUR TEAM!

for information on all our openings, please visit www.becker.k12.mn.us
Questions?  Contact AngelA Oswald @ 763-261-4502, option 3

2022-23 School Year  Substitute Positions:
TEACHERS

NURSES 
FOOD SERVERS/DISHWASHERS 

PARAPROFESSIONALS
BUS AND VAN DRIVERS 

CUSTODIANS

Apply in person, 1 mile east of Becker, 
137th left, 1/8 mile on left. 612-747-0163    

NOW HIRING!
KASOWSKI GROUP

• FT FARM LABOR
• FT EQUIPMENT OPERATOR • FT FARM MECHANIC

NOW
HIRING 

ROUTE & OTR DRIVERS

$10,000 Sign on Bonus |

22_106_Now Hiring_OTR and Route Ad_3.26x4.indd   122_106_Now Hiring_OTR and Route Ad_3.26x4.indd   1 6/2/2022   10:00:42 AM6/2/2022   10:00:42 AM

Immediate opening. Must 
be punctual & have clean 

appearance. $17/hr.
No experience

required, will train.

763-350-0656
7124 Jason Ave NE, Monticello

Apply in person 
or Call John

@763-295-2025

BLUE
RIBBON

QUALITY MEATS
Is Hiring!

NOW HIRING 
FT BUTCHER & 

MEAT PROCESSOR

THE BECKER
TRANSPORTATION 

DEPARTMENT 
NEEDS YOU!

AM / PM BUS DRIVER
Job Duties:

Safely operate school buses while transporting district students to and from 
school. Conduct daily pre-trips for all type III vehicles for student transportation. 

Ability to clearly communicate and follow directions with district employees, 
students, and parents. Be a team player with the transportation department, and 
the district as a whole. Follow all school district policies as well as federal, state, 

and local laws. This position will be directed by the transportation office staff and 
will assist with routes and any other needs for the school district, as assigned.

Requirements:
Clean driving record. Pass and carry a DOT physical. Class B drivers license, 
endorsements of school bus, passenger and air brake. Experience with CDL 

vehicles is preferred. We are willing to train the right candidate.

Position Details:
This is a 3 hour and 30 minute position, Monday through Friday. Start and end 

times will vary based on the needs of Becker Public Schools, and the route. 
Transportation Employee Agreement is available on our District website. 

Salary: $38.81 per route.

To apply online, go to:  www.becker.k12.mn.us/Human Resources/Employment

BECKER PUBLIC SCHOOLS HAS AN IMMEDIATE OPENING

For more information and to apply, go to:  
https://www.applitrack.com/becker/onlineapp/

NIGHT CUSTODIAN

Questions?  Contact Rick Kraus, Director of Buildings & Grounds 
at rkraus@isd726.org

Olson Hauling, Inc.
HIRING

DUMP TRUCK DRIVER FOR THE 
UPCOMING CONSTRUCTION SEASON

 Qualified candidate should have:
 • CDL license (class B or greater)
 • Valid health card
 • Experience driving a manual truck
 • Clean driving record for the last 3 years

Paving experience is a plus. Competitive pay based on 
experience and truck mechanical know-how. We are a 
small family-owned business and are looking for the 

right person to join our company and become like family.
All applicants can call/text 320-743-6400, or email: 

olsonhaulinginc@gmail.com to inquire about the job.

FT, PT & On-call Caregivers - All Shifts

Make a difference for 
individuals with 
disabilities as a DSP

Search jobs and apply online at:
sevitahealth.com

Call Rachel for more information: 763-377-2357
SevitaHealth.com

CALL US: 
763 261 4510

14995 INDUSTRY AVE., 
BECKER 55308

FRONT DESK / BOOKKEEPER
HIRING NOW:

This support will support both 
Stolt Trucking and Stolt Truck Tire Centre.

Some main tasks will include
1. Managing appointments
2. Answering the phones
3. Managing accounts including creating invoices
4. Filing
5. Working direct with clients
6. Daily dispatch
— Customer Service Experience is needed 
(6 months or more)
— Quick Books Experience is needed (6 months or more)
Able to work in a fast pace environment.
Hours are Monday - Friday
Salary based on experience

Centre
Truck Tire

Centre

LOOKING FOR A CHANGE?
• Financial Administrative Asst. - $17-$19
• MIG Welder - $23+
• Skilled Cabinet Workers - $20+
• Recruiter/Talent 
    Acquisition - $17-$18
• Metal Fabricator - $18
• Forklift Driver 1st & 3rd - $18+
• Customer Service Rep. - $17

• PT Admin Support - $17
• Assemblers - $18
• Manufacturing Workers - $17

Now Hiring!

Click, 
call or 
text to 
phone 
screen

No Fees! Apply Today!
320-251-1038 

expresspros.com/stcloudmn

ADVERTISING SALES
Call 763.275.0275 
or email Carol at 

sales.carol@patriotnewsmn.com

NOW HIRING!

New Products Development 
Tool & Die Maker 1

We are looking for new talent to join our Malco team! Throughout our seven decades in business, Malco 
has seen tremendous success as we continue to innovate and create industry leading-products that 
our customers trust and love. 
We pride ourselves on fostering a creative and inclusive work environment where associates are 
encouraged to complete meaningful projects by thinking beyond the norm. As a team, we are 
passionate about making a difference and delivering exceptional results in our field.
DUTIES PERFORMED:
 • Modify equipment, programs, dies, fixtures and gauges.
 • Repair equipment, programs, dies, fixtures and gauges
 • Maintain equipment, programs, dies, fixtures and gauges.
 • Perform general machining operations and learn how   
     to operate all machines in the tool room safely and  
     efficiently.
LEVEL OF KNOWLEDGE, SKILLS AND ABILITY:
 • Basic knowledge of manufacturing processes.
 • Basic knowledge of Stamping Dies.
 • Basic knowledge of measuring instruments.
 • Basic knowledge of working properties of 
     most metals.
 • Basic knowledge of heat treat processes.
 • Basic knowledge of CNC programming.
 • Basic knowledge of CAM & CAD software.
 • Basic knowledge of geometric dimensioning and 
     tolerances.
 • Basic knowledge of operation of tool room equipment.
 • Basic knowledge of Microsoft Office.
 • Ability to work in a team environment as a positive member.
 • Ability to plan and schedule work to efficiently move from one task to the next.
 • Ability to multitask and be proficiant at problem solving.
 • Ability to learn from Senior ToolMakers and always be open to advice.
 • Ability to be Precise, Patient and Safe to develop ToolRoom Skills.
 • Ability to Apply problem solving skills.
 • Ability to apply Communication skills. 
FORMAL EDUCATION INCLUDES: 
 • 2 year Tech College or equivalent
 • 0 to 2 years minimum as Toolmaker in Metal Stamping is preferred. 
 • Tool and Die certificate or  equivalent, or Apprenticeship

Our facility is located in the “Heart of the Lakes”, which is known for its abundance of lakes, great 
shopping/dining opportunities, top rated schools, and a strong sense of community amongst area resi-
dents! We are only 23 miles west of Buffalo and 23 miles south of St. Cloud.  

We offer metro area comparable wages and a flexible benefits program where you can pick and choose 
many options in our plan. We are a 100% owned ESOP [Employee Stock Ownership Plan] company 
where all employees are shareholders of company stock.      
 
EOE  APPLY ONLINE: www.malcotools.com and click on Careers at Malco Products

MALCO PRODUCTS, SBC
14080 State Highway 
55 NW Annandale, MN 
55302
Questions? Call or Text: 
320-274-8246

New Products Development 
Tool & Die Maker

We are looking for new talent to join our Malco team! Throughout our seven decades in business, Malco 
has seen tremendous success as we continue to innovate and create industry leading-products that 
our customers trust and love. 
We pride ourselves on fostering a creative and inclusive work environment where associates are en-
couraged to complete meaningful projects by thinking beyond the norm. As a team, we are passionate 
about making a difference and delivering exceptional results in our field.
DUTIES PERFORMED:
 • Design/Program, layout, build maintain and repair complex dies, jigs, fixtures and gauges  
 • Design and build (complex) prototypes
 • Program CAM software to program CNC equipment
 • Participate in new product planning and development  
      to ensure manufacturability of product     
 • Investigate production problems and come up 
     with solutions
LEVEL OF KNOWLEDGE, SKILLS AND ABILITY:
 • Intermediate knowledge of CAD-Solidworks 
     (modeling and drawings)
 • Intermediate knowledge of CAM software.
 • Advanced knowledge and skill using 
     machinists’ tools.
 • Intermediate knowledge of Geometric Dimensioning & 
     Tolerancing principles/application
 • Intermediate knowledge of reading and understanding 
     engineering drawings/specifications
 • Intermediate knowledge of Malco’s manufacturing 
     processes.
 • Intermediate knowledge of metal working properties.
 • Intermediate problem solving skills.
 • Intermediate time management skills.
FORMAL EDUCATION INCLUDES: 
 • 2-year Tool & Die degree preferred
 • 5-7 years Tool & Die Experience
 • CAD,CAM & CNC Proficiency a plus!

Our facility is located in the “Heart of the Lakes”, which is known for its abundance of lakes, great 
shopping/dining opportunities, top rated schools, and a strong sense of community amongst area resi-
dents! We are only 23 miles west of Buffalo and 23 miles south of St. Cloud.  

We offer metro area comparable wages and a flexible benefits program where you can pick and choose 
many options in our plan. We are a 100% owned ESOP [Employee Stock Ownership Plan] company 
where all employees are shareholders of company stock.      
 
EOE  APPLY ONLINE: www.malcotools.com and click on Careers at Malco Products

MALCO PRODUCTS, SBC
14080 State Highway 
55 NW Annandale, MN 
55302
Questions? Call or Text: 
320-274-8246



KAYLA GRUENES (MIDDLE) and Emily Meyer (far right) gave se-
nior class speeches early in the ceremony last Friday at Becker. 
(Patriot Photo by Bill Morgan.)
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Employment
New Products Development 

Tool & Die Maker 2
We are looking for new talent to join our Malco team! Throughout our seven decades in business, Malco 
has seen tremendous success as we continue to innovate and create industry leading-products that 
our customers trust and love. 
We pride ourselves on fostering a creative and inclusive work environment where associates are 
encouraged to complete meaningful projects by thinking beyond the norm. As a team, we are 
passionate about making a difference and delivering exceptional results in our field.
DUTIES PERFORMED:
 • Maintain dies, fixtures, & gauges.
 • Design dies, fixtures, & gauges using cad software.
 • Program various CNC machines through our cam software and know G & M codes to   
     prove out, and make adjustments to programs.
 • Operate manual machines.
 • Keep good documentation of die maintenance and   
     other important information that comes up.
 • Assist less experienced associates with day to day   
     duties such as die sharpening, documentation, 
     machine operations, etc.
 • Trouble shoot problems with dies, fixtures, gauges, 
     & machines.
 • Plan, schedule, and cost justify projects and 
     equipment.
LEVEL OF KNOWLEDGE, SKILLS AND ABILITY:
 • Intermediate knowledge of die components- know the 
     different types of dies we have such as compound, 
     progressive, and form dies and know the relationships 
     that each of the various dies must have, such as punch 
     to die clearance etc.
 • Intermediate knowledge of CAD- understand how to properly 
     draw fixtures, gauges, and dies.
 • Intermediate knowledge of CAM- be able to take a CAD model and make a program with   
     tool paths and feeds and speeds that are safe to maintain a safe work environment.
 • Intermediate knowledge of G and M codes- be able to take a program and read the code   
     to prevent crashes and make necessary adjustments.
 • Basic knowledge of Microsoft Word / Excel- understand how to use both of these in order  
     to record history of dies, fixtures, and gauges and also to maintain order of various work  
     request that are being addressed.
 • Intermediate knowledge of various measuring techniques- be able to take accurate 
     measurements using various methods such as using a height stand with gauge pins to   
     find hole locations in a die component as well as being able to accurately measure 
     components with micrometers, calipers, optical comparators, gauge block, gauge pins,   
     protractors etc.
 • Ability to setup and operate CNC and manual machines- able to safely setup machines
     and secure components for the machining process in a variety of different machines 
     such as CNC mill, CNC lathe, wire edm, manual bridgeport,drill press, manual surface   
     grinder, and hydraulic controlled surface grinders.
 • Has good communication skills
 • Safety first mindset- approaches everything with safety in mind and doesn’t cut corners   
     to accomplish the job.
 • Intermediate problem solving skills- mechanical aptitude.
 • Ability to plan and schedule work to effectively move from one tast to the next.   
FORMAL EDUCATION INCLUDES: 
 • 2-year Tech College or equivalent experience
 • 5 years minimum as Toolmaker in Metal Stamping is preferred.

Our facility is located in the “Heart of the Lakes”, which is known for its abundance of lakes, great 
shopping/dining opportunities, top rated schools, and a strong sense of community amongst area resi-
dents! We are only 23 miles west of Buffalo and 23 miles south of St. Cloud.  

We offer metro area comparable wages and a flexible benefits program where you can pick and choose 
many options in our plan. We are a 100% owned ESOP [Employee Stock Ownership Plan] company 
where all employees are shareholders of company stock.      
 
EOE  APPLY ONLINE: www.malcotools.com and click on Careers at Malco Products

MALCO PRODUCTS, SBC
14080 State Highway 
55 NW Annandale, MN 
55302
Questions? Call or Text: 
320-274-8246

Age 55+ workers needed for PT light 
custodial work at the Fuller Lake & 
Enfield Rest Areas located on 1-94. 

Contact Green View at 
651-639-1913. 

Age 55+ workers 
needed for PT 
light custodial 

work at the 
Fuller Lake & 
Enfield Rest 

Areas located 
on 1-94. 
Contact 

Green View at 
651-639-1913 

Becker’s 2023 gradu-
ation ceremony was held 
outdoors on the soccer field 
to a capacity crowd on a de-

lightfully sunny and warm 
evening last Friday.

School Principal Dave 
Kreft gave the introduction 
following a fantastic rendi-
tion of the National Anthem 
by Senior  Jada Soltau.

Becker seniors Emily 
Meyer and Kayla Gruenes 
were tasked with giving in-
spirational speeches about 
their experiences, their 
hopes and dreams for the 
Class of 2023.

Mike Garland and 
Brian Kolbinger were this 
year’s Becker Hall-of-Fam-
ers and they dispelled their 
experience and wisdom on 
the 200+ senior class and 
their guests.

Following the cer-
mony, the seniors climbed 
into their vehicles and hit 
the streets for a celebratory 
parade through town to the 
delight of their family and 
friends.

Becker holds graduation outside

By Bill Morgan, Editor, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

BRIAN KOLBINGER (L) and Mike Garland received plaques to 
commemorate their being elected into Becker High School’s Hall-
of-Fame. (Submitted Photo).

BECKER MIDDLE SCHOOL recently announced the winners in the 
8th Grade Reading Masters Challenge.  Lilliann Rozko (center) was 
named the reading champion with 13,847 total pages read in the 
contest, which runs from October until May.  The top 6 readers 
combined to read over 40,000 total pages.  Pictured: Media As-
sistant Kim Handeland, Noah Nielsen, Alix Schulte, Jaidyn Hemze, 
Lilliann Rozko, Kali Lombard, Chloe Peterson and Media Specialist 
Holly Wieber (submitted photo).

Last week Thursday, 
the Farm Friends Barn in-
vited kindergartners and 
first graders from Becker 

Schools to come out and 
plant potatoes, learn about 
agriculture, and have a fun 
time at the barn. 

Ken Bemboom, aka 
Farmer Ken, gave a lec-
ture on how plants grow, 
and what happens after the 
seeds are put in the ground. 
Afterwards, the students 
had a chance to till the land 
and plant potatoes them-
selves. They also had a 
chance to climb on a real 
tractor, listen to a reading 
of the book “The Perfect 
Barn,” and interact with an 
educational light-up board 
created by local girl scouts. 

There are some new 
features at the barn that the 
Farm Friends are excited to 
show off. Recently, Gordy 
Borst donated an old trac-
tor, which has been in his 
family for generations and 
still runs great. The barn 
also received a donation of 
a grain bin. In the near fu-
ture, a grainery and a wire 
corn crib will also find a 
new home at the barn. 

The Farm Friends Barn 

has benefitted from many 
local donors, and also from 
a grant from the Minne-
sota Farm Bureau. With 
the grant money, the Farm 
Friends were able to host 
their fun learning day for 
80 students in the classes of 
Mrs. Lyon, Mrs. Madsen, 
Mrs. Borchardt, and Mrs. 
Pauly. 

Mary Jo Cobb worked 
as the volunteer coordinator 
for the field trip. She said 
that they were able to wel-

come four classes this year, 
as opposed to the two they 
had last year. She thanked 
her volunteers who helped 
make the day a success. All 
of the Farm Friends volun-
teers showed up to help run 
the event. Cobb said they 
always need more volun-
teers, and anyone interested 
should leave a message 
on the Farm Friends Barn 
Facebook page (Facebook.
com/FarmFriendsBarn).

Becker students visit Farm Friends Barn

BECKER STUDENTS prepared to dig up the dirt. (Photo by Kath-
erine Cantin.)

FARM FRIENDS BARN VOLUNTEERS worked hard to put together a fun day for the students. Butch 
Woolhouse, Mary Jo Cobb, Teresa Steiner, Julie Dosh, Bev Knutson, Jody Buesgens, Craig Wensmann, 
Jean Johnson, Kristi Gilyard Kelly, and Ken Bemboom. Not pictured, afternoon volunteers: Peggy Ander-
son, Kathy Geary, Gloria Broecker, and Nancy Blomgren. (Photo by Katherine Cantin.)

BECKER KINDERGARTNERS had a blast playing at the Farm Friends Barn. (Photo by Katherine Cantin.)

By Katherine Cantin, Staff Writer
reporter.katie@patriotnewsmn.com

Four Becker educators 
were recently honored as 
Teachers of the Year from 
their respective buildings at 
a ceremony sponsored by the 
Becker Education Associa-
tion.

Primary
At the primary school, 

second grade teacher Corrie 
Wiechmann received the 
honors.

A 20 year veteran of the 
classroom, Wiechmann was 
nominated by two colleagues 
because of her technology 
integration and extra efforts 
at creating the school’s year-
book.

“She is always in the 
know about fresh ideas . . . 
she focuses on growth mind-
set with the students which 
positively impacts their out-
look on learning,” reads one 
portion of the nomination 
form.  “My daughter is in her 
class and she told me ‘I have 
loved Mrs. Wiechmann the 
best because she is nice and 
she knows just how to push 
me without making it too 
hard.’”

The other nominator 
noted Wiechmann’s leader-
ship and her passion for read-
ing.

“Corrie is always re-
searching and using the new-
est tech tools, best teaching 
practices and has an amaz-
ing classroom atmosphere,” 
reads one excerpt from that 
nomination.  “She creates 
engaging lessons, fun ways 
to learn new concepts, and is 
willing to help and share with 
anyone that asks.”

Intermediate
After completing her 

25th year at the intermediate 
school, including the past 19 
in fourth grade, Jill Johnson 
was recognized by her col-
leagues.

Fellow teacher Courtney 
Dawson nominated Johnson 
because of the high expecta-
tions she holds for students.

“Jill is one of the most 
caring and creative teachers 
. . . she builds relationships 
with each of her students, and 
her students know she cares 
about each of them,” Daw-
son wrote in her nomination.  
“She holds her students to 
high expectations and knows 
what is best for each kid. She 

instills a love of 
reading in them 
and makes sure 
to read to them 

everyday.”
Dawson went on to laud 

Johnson’s calm presence, as 
well as her ability to organize 
teams of teachers to ensure 
everyone is included in the 
decision making process.

Middle
Jen Panek was honored 

as the teacher of the year in 
the middle school after being 
nominated by Language Arts 
teacher Abby Strom.

“Jen is wonderful at 
communicating with teachers 
about her students, helping 
students, and contacting fam-
ilies,” reads part of Strom’s 
description. 

One co-worker de-
scribed Panek as “calm, pa-
tient, funny, good hearted, 
a hard worker, reliable, and 
just an all-around wonderful 
person to work with!” 

The middle school nom-
ination also included some 
words spoken by students, 

which included: “She de-
serves an award because she 
is really nice and she helps 
us get our work done”; “I 
like her because she takes 
her time with us and doesn’t 
get mad if we don’t know the 
answer”; and “She is a great 
teacher because she has a lot 
of patience. Math is my hard-
est subject but somehow she 
made it fun.”

High

Veteran Technology Ed-
ucation teacher Matt Eigen 
was honored as the high 
school’s winner. 

Eigen’s nomination 
highlighted his curriculum 
work, as well as his expertise 
in the area of communica-
tions technology.

“Matt keeps up with 
current technology . . . he 
has designed and maintained 
a computer lab as part of his 
teaching space since he was 
hired at BHS,” reads one part 
of the nomination.  “One of 
the areas he excels in is Com-
munication Technology, and 
over the years Matt has con-
tinually updated the curricu-
lum he teaches by developing 
new classes that better meet 
student needs and address 
current trends. As an exam-
ple, Matt is currently design-
ing a new engineering lab and 
engineering classes.”

Additional supporting 
information for Eigen’s nom-
ination includes an exhaustive 
list of the many leadership 
positions he has held at the 
school, including: member-
ship in the ITEA, MTEA and 
CMTEA; PLC leader; Youth 
Baseball Board, and numer-
ous coaching positions.

Congratulations to all 
four 2023 Becker teachers of 
the year.

BEA names Teachers of the Year

By Mark Kolbinger, Contributing Writer
production@patriotnewsmn.com



NOTICE OF 
CANCELLATION OF 

RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY
PURCHASE AGREEMENT
Minn. Stat. 559.217, subd. 3 

(with right to cure) 
Minnesota Uniform 

Conveyancing Blanks
Form 110.1.1 (2023)

YOU ARE NOTIFIED:
1. Either (a) a default has occurred 
under, or (b) an unfulfilled condi-
tion exists after the date specified 
for fulfillment under the terms of, 
the Purchase Agreement dated 
March 31, 2023 in which JoNell 
L. Reed (“Seller”), agreed to 
sell to Eric Kez Ricardo (“Pur-
chaser”), residential real property 
in Sherburne County, Minnesota, 
legally described as follows:
Lot 2, Block 9, Autumn Ridge, 
Sherburne County, Minnesota
Check here if all or part of the de-
scribed real property is Registered 
(Torrens) 
Identified in the Purchase Agree-
ment as:
13186 Ivy Street, Becker, Minne-
sota 55308
2.  Seller  Purchaser is serving this 
Notice of Declaratory Cancella-
tion (“Notice”) on the other party, 
and on (check the applicable box).
Not Applicable (no earnest money 
held), the third party who is hold-
ing the (insert name of holder of 
earnest money) earnest money 
paid pursuant to the Purchase 
Agreement for purposes of initi-
ating the cancellation of the Pur-
chase Agreement.
3. The default or unfulfilled con-
dition referenced in paragraph 1 is 
as follows:
Failure to close on the date of 
closing and pay the purchase 
price.
4. The Purchase Agreement will 
be canceled 15 days after service 
of this Notice upon the other party 
to the Purchase Agreement unless 
prior to the cancellation date the 
party upon whom this Notice is 
served complies with the condi-
tions in default and completes the 
unfulfilled conditions, including, 
if applicable, completion of the 
purchase or sale of the residen-
tial real property according to the 
terms of the Purchase Agreement.

THIS NOTICE IS TO IN-
FORM YOU THAT BY THIS 
NOTICE THE
(SELLER)   (PURCHASER)
(STRIKE ONE)
HAS BEGUN PROCEED-
INGS UNDER MINNESOTA 
STATUTES,  SECTION 
559.217, TO CANCEL YOUR 
PURCHASE AGREEMENT 
FOR THE
(PURCHASE)    (SALE)
(STRIKE ONE)
OF THE ABOVE PROPERTY 
FOR THE REASONS SPECI-
FIED IN THIS NOTICE. THE 
PURCHASE AGREEMENT 
WILL BE CANCELED
90 DAYS AFTER
(SERVICE OF THIS NO-
TICE UPON YOU) (THE 
FIRST DATE OF PUBLICA-
TION OF THIS NOTICE)
(STRIKE ONE)
UNLESS BEFORE THEN:
(A) YOU HAVE FULLY 
COMPLIED WITH ALL 
OF YOUR OBLIGATIONS 
UNDER THE PURCHASE 
AGREEMENT THAT WERE 
REQUIRED TO BE PER-
FORMED AS OF THE DATE 
OF SERVICE OF THIS NO-
TICE INCLUDING, WITH-
OUT LIMITATION, THE 
ITEMS OF DEFAULT SPEC-
IFIED IN THIS NOTICE AND 
THE UNFULFILLED CONDI-
TIONS SPECIFIED IN THIS 
NOTICE ARE COMPLETED, 
INCLUDING, IF APPLICA-
BLE, COMPLETION OF THE 
PURCHASE OR SALE OF 
THE RESIDENTIAL REAL 
PROPERTY ACCORDING TO 
THE TERMS OF THE PUR-
CHASE AGREEMENT; OR
(B) YOU SECURE FROM 
A DISTRICT COURT AN 
ORDER THAT THE TER-
MINATION OF THE PUR-
CHASE AGREEMENT BE 
SUSPENDED UNTIL YOUR 
CLAIMS OR DEFENSES ARE 
FINALLY DISPOSED OF 
BY TRIAL, HEARING, OR 
SETTLEMENT. YOUR AC-
TION MUST SPECIFICALLY 
STATE THOSE FACTS AND 
GROUNDS THAT DEMON-
STRATE YOUR CLAIMS OR 
DEFENSES.
IF YOU DO NOT DO ONE OR 
THE OTHER OF THE ABOVE 
THINGS WITHIN THE TIME 
PERIOD SPECIFIED IN THIS 
NOTICE, YOUR PURCHASE 
AGREEMENT WILL BE 
CANCELED AT THE END OF 
THE PERIOD
(AND YOU WILL LOSE 
ALL EARNEST MONEY 
YOU HAVE PAID ON THE 
PURCHASE
AGREEMENT)
(STRIKE IF NOT APPLICA-
BLE);
AND YOU MAY LOSE YOUR 
RIGHT TO ASSERT ANY 
CLAIMS OR DEFENSES 
THAT YOU MIGHT HAVE.
HOWEVER, IF WITHIN 
THE TIME PERIOD SPEC-
IFIED IN THIS NOTICE 
YOU SERVE YOUR OWN 
NOTICE UNDER MINNE-
SOTA STATUTES, SECTION 
559.217, YOUR PURCHASE 
AGREEMENT WILL BE IM-
MEDIATELY CANCELED, 
BUT YOUR ENTITLEMENT 
TO EARNEST MONEY 
MUST BE DETERMINED 
BY A COURT OR DETER-
MINED BY ARBITRATION 
IF AGREED TO BY THE 
PARTIES.
IF YOU HAVE ANY QUES-
TIONS ABOUT THIS 
NOTICE, CONTACT AN AT-
TORNEY IMMEDIATELY. 

5. The name, address, and tele-
phone number of the party serving 
this Notice or an attorney autho-
rized by that party to serve this 

Notice is:
Name: Timothy D. Erb
Address for mailing or service:
Barna, Guzy & Steffen, Ltd., 
200 Coon Rapids Blvd., Suite 
400, Coon Rapids, MN 55433
Telephone: 763-780-8500

THIS INSTRUMENT WAS 
DRAFTED BY:

Barna, Guzy & Steffen, Ltd. 
(TDE)

200 Coon Rapids Bvld., Suite 
400

Coon Rapids, MN 55433
(Published in the Patriot: 
05/20/23, 05/27/23, 06/03/23.)
___________________________

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE      
FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERIFICA-
TION OF THE DEBT AND 

IDENTITY OF THE ORIGINAL 
CREDITOR WITHIN THE 

TIME PROVIDED BY LAW 
IS NOT AFFECTED BY THIS 

ACTION.
NOTICE IS HEREBY 

GIVEN:  That Default has oc-
curred in the conditions of the fol-
lowing described mortgage:
DATE OF MORTGAGE: 
03/06/2019
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL 
AMOUNT OF MORTGAGE: 
$50.000.00
MORTGAGOR(S): Pamela Carter 
and Robert Carter, wife and hus-
band
MORTGAGEE:  Navy Federal 
Credit Union
DATE AND PLACE OF FILING:  
04/09/2019 as Doc. No. 870313 in 
the Office of the County Recorder 
in Sherburne County, Minnesota. 

TAX PARCEL I.D. NO.: 75-
848-0502

LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF 
PROPERTY: LOT 1, BLOCK 5, 
MISKE MEADOWS SECOND 
ADDITION, SHERBURNE 
COUNTY, MINNESOTA

Abstract Property  
STREET ADDRESS OF PROP-
ERTY: 19064 Ivanhoe St NW, Elk 
River, MN 55330-8615
COUNTY IN WHICH PROP-
ERTY IS LOCATED: Sherburne
LENDER OR BROKER AND 
MORTGAGE ORIGINATOR: 
Navy Federal Credit Union
RESIDENTIAL MORTGAGE 
SERVICER: Navy Federal Credit 
Union

THE AMOUNT CLAIMED 
TO BE DUE ON THE MORT-
GAGE: $66,631.40 AS OF 
6/1/2023.

THAT no action or proceed-
ing has been instituted at law to 
recover the debt secured by said 
mortgage, or any part thereof; that 
there has been compliance with 
all pre-foreclosure notice and ac-
celeration requirements of said 
mortgage, and/or applicable stat-
utes. Pursuant to the power of sale 
contained in said Mortgage, the 
Mortgage will be foreclosed, and 
the mortgaged premises will be 
sold by the Sheriff of Sherburne 
County, Minnesota at public auc-
tion as follows:

DATE AND TIME OF SALE: 
07/19/2023 at 10:00 AM

PLACE OF SALE: Sherburne 
County Sheriff’s Office, 13880 
Business Center Dr., Elk River, 
MN 55330 to pay the debt then se-
cured by said mortgage and taxes, 
if any actually paid by the mort-
gagee, on the premises and the 
costs and disbursements allowed 
by law. The time allowed by law 
for redemption by said Mortgag-
or(s) or Mortgagor’s personal rep-
resentatives or assigns is six (6) 
months.

TIME AND DATE TO 
VACATE PROPERTY: If the 
mortgage is not reinstated under 
Minn. Stat. §580.30 or redeemed 
under Minn. Stat. §580.23, the 
mortgagor must vacate the mort-
gaged property by 11:59 p.m. on 
1/19/2024, or the next business 
day if 1/19/2024 falls on a Satur-
day, Sunday or legal holiday.

MORTGAGOR(S) RE-
LEASED FROM FINANCIAL 
OBLIGATION ON MORTGAGE: 
NONE

THE TIME ALLOWED 
BY LAW FOR REDEMPTION 
BY THE MORTGAGOR, THE 
MORTGAGOR’S PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES OR AS-
SIGNS, MAY BE REDUCED TO 
FIVE WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL 
ORDER IS ENTERED UNDER 
MINNESOTA STATUTES, SEC-
TION 582.032, DETERMIN-
ING, AMONG OTHER THINGS 
THAT MORTGAGED PREM-
ISES ARE IMPROVED WITH A 
RESIDENTIAL DWELLING OF 
LESS THAN FIVE UNITS, ARE 
NOT PROPERTY USED IN AG-
RICULTURAL PRODUCTION, 
AND ARE ABANDONED.

Publication to begin the week 
of: 5/27/2023
Navy Federal Credit Union, Mort-
gagee/Mortgagee Assignee
The Sayer Law Group, P.C., By 
Brian G. Sayer, Attorney for Mort-
gagee/Mortgagee Assignee
925 E 4th St., Waterloo, IA 50703

THIS IS A COMMUNICA-
TION FROM A DEBT COL-
LECTOR ATTEMPTING TO 
COLLECT A DEBT. ANY IN-
FORMATION OBTAINED WILL 
BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE. 
(Published in the Patriot: 5/27/23, 
6/3/23, 6/10/23, 6/17/23, 6/24/23, 
7/1/23.)
___________________________
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Office of the Minnesota 
Secretary of State

Certificate of Incorporation
Minnesota Statutes, 

Chapter 333
The filing of an assumed 

name does not provide a user 
with exclusive rights to that 
name. The filing is required for 
consumer protection in order 
to enable customers to be able 
to identify the true owner of a 
business.
ASSUMED NAME: GizVOice-
Works
PRINCIPAL PLACE OF BUSI-
NESS: 13203 Jefferson St Becker 
MN 55308 USA
NAMEHOLDER(S): Christopher 
Peter Gizzi
ADDRESS: 13203 Jefferson St 
Becker MN 55308 USA

If you submit an attachment, it 
will be incorporated into this doc-
ument. If the attachment conflicts 
with the information specifically 
set forth in this document, this 
document supersedes the data ref-
erenced in the attachment. 

By typing my name, I, the un-
dersigned, certify that I am sign-
ing this document as the person 
whose signature is required, or 
as agent of the person(s) whose 
signature would be required who 
has authorized me to sign this 
document on his/her behalf, or in 
both capacities. I further certify 
that I have completed all required 
fields, and that the information in 
this document is true and correct 
and in compliance with the appli-
cable chapter of Minnesota Stat-
utes. I understand that by signing 
this document I am subject to the 
penalties of perjury as set forth in 
Section 609.48 as if I had signed 
this document under oath.
SIGNED BY: Christopher Gizzi
MAILING ADDRESS: 13203 Jef-
ferson St Becker MN 55308
EMAIL FOR OFFICIAL NO-
TICES: gizvoiceworks@outlook.
com
Work Item: 1388120400021
Original File Number: 
1388120400021
STATE OF MINNESOTA
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 
OF STATE
FILED
04/23/2023 11:59 p.m.
/s/ Steve Simon
Secretary of State
(Published in the Patriot: 05/27/23, 
06/03/23.)
______________________________________________________

Filed in District Court
State of Minnesota

District Court
County of Sherburne
10th Judicial District

Court File Number: 
71-JV-23-62

Case Type: 
CHIPS - Permanency

In the Matter of the Welfare 
of the Child(ren) of: Ciara Brenea 
Carter, mother and Louis Thomas 
Delk, father

Summons and Notice
Transfer of Permanent Legal 
and Physical Custody Matter 

(CHP-117)
NOTICE TO: Ciara Brenea 

Carter, Above-named parent(s) 
or legal custodian(s).
1. A Petition to Transfer Per-

manent Legal and Physical 
Custody has been filed in 
the Juvenile Court. This pe-
tition asks the court to per-
manently transfer the parent/
guardian’s legal and physical 
custodial rights to a relative.

2. This is your notice that 
this Transfer of Permanent 
Legal and Physical Custody 
case is scheduled for an IN 
PERSON hearing before 
the Juvenile Court located 
at 13880 Business Center 
Drive, Suite 100 Elk River 
MN 55330-1692, on June 
27, 2023 at 8:30am or as 
soon after as the case can be 
heard.

3. YOU ARE ORDERED to 
appear before the Juvenile 
Court at the scheduled time 
and date.

4. You have a right to be repre-
sented by counsel.

5. If you fail to appear at the 
hearing, the Court may still 
conduct the hearing and 
grant appropriate relief, in-
cluding permanently trans-
ferring the legal and physical 
custodial rights of the above-
named parent(s) or legal 
custodian(s) or permanent 
out-of-home placement of 
the child(ren).

Dated: May 19, 2023
BY: Sherburne County
Court Administration
13880 Business Center Drive, 
Suite 100
Elk River MN 55330-1692
763-284-7140
(Published in the Patriot: 
05/27/23, 06/03/27, 06/10/27)
___________________________

CITY OF BECKER
NOTICE FOR BIDS

The City of Becker has ac-
cumulated large quantities of 
logs by cleaning up dead trees 
throughout the City.  The City 
has decided to take bids on these 
logs.  The successful bidder will 
be required to load and haul 
the logs away.  Additionally, 
there will be no cutting on City 
Property.  If interested, drop off 
your bid with the City of Becker 
Streets Department by June 16, 
2023.  Once the bid has been 
accepted, you will have until 
August 11,2023 to remove from 
the premises. You can submit 
your bid by dropping it off at the 
Streets Department at:  11956 
Gardner Street, Becker, MN 
55308.  Please contact the Streets 
Department at 763-200-4275 
with questions.  (Published in 
the Patriot 05/27/23, 06/03/23).

CITY OF BIG LAKE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING FOR

VACATION OF DRAINAGE & UTILITY EASEMENT 
Lot 1, Block 1 Big Lake Marketplace 6th Addition

You are hereby notified that the Big Lake City Council will hold 
a public hearing on the proposed vacation of a drainage and util-
ity easement. The public hearing will be held in the Big Lake City 
Council Chambers located at 160 Lake Street North on Wednesday, 
June 14, 2023, at 6:00 PM or shortly thereafter. The purpose of the 
vacation is to accommodate a lot line adjustment between Lots 1 and 
2, Block 1 of Big Lake Marketplace 6th Addition.
/s/ Lucinda Spanier
City Planner 
(Published in the Patriot: 05/27/23, 06/03/23.)

STATE OF MINNESOTA
DISTRICT COURT

COUNTY OF ISANTI
TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
Court File Number: 71-JV-22-
449
Case Type: CHIPS
In the Matter of the Welfare of 
the Children of: Karrie L. Pierce, 
mother and Patrick Pierce, father 
and Evan Jirak, father

Summons and Notice
Child in Need of Protection or 

Services Matter (CHP-114)
NOTICE TO: Karrie Pierce, 
Above-named parent(s) or legal 
custodian(s).
1. A Child in Need of Protec-

tion or Services Petition 
has been filed in the Juve-
nile Court alleging that the 
child(ren) of the above-
named parent(s) or legal 
custodian(s) is/are in need 
of protection or services.

2. This is your notice that this 
Child in Need of Protection 
or Services case is scheduled 
for an IN PERSON hearing 
before the Juvenile Court 
located at 13880 Business 
Center Drive, Suite 100 Elk 
River MN 55330-1692, on 
July 11, 2023 at 8:30am or 
as soon after as the case can 
be heard.

3. YOU ARE ORDERED to 
appear before the Juvenile 
Court at the scheduled time 
and date.

4. You have a right to be repre-
sented by counsel.

5. If you fail to appear at the 
hearing, the Court may still 
conduct the hearing and 
grant appropriate relief, in-
cluding taking permanent 
custody of the child(ren) 
named in the Petition.

Dated May 25, 2023
BY:
Sherburne County
Court Administration
13880 Business Center Drive, 
Suite 100
Elk River MN 55330-1692
763-284-7140
(Published in the Patriot: 
06/03/23.)
______________________________________________________

STATE OF MINNESOTA
DISTRICT COURT

COUNTY OF ISANTI
TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
Court File Number: 71-JV-22-
449
Case Type: CHIPS
In the Matter of the Welfare of 
the Children of: Karrie L. Pierce, 
mother and Patrick Pierce, father 
and Evan Jirak, father

Summons and Notice
Child in Need of Protection or 

Services Matter (CHP-114)
NOTICE TO: Patrick Pierce, 
Above-named parent(s) or legal 
custodian(s).
1. A Child in Need of Protec-

tion or Services Petition 
has been filed in the Juve-
nile Court alleging that the 
child(ren) of the above-
named parent(s) or legal 
custodian(s) is/are in need 
of protection or services.

2. This is your notice that this 
Child in Need of Protection 
or Services case is scheduled 
for an IN PERSON hearing 
before the Juvenile Court 
located at 13880 Business 
Center Drive, Suite 100 Elk 
River MN 55330-1692, on 
July 11, 2023 at 8:30am or 
as soon after as the case can 
be heard.

3. YOU ARE ORDERED to 
appear before the Juvenile 
Court at the scheduled time 
and date.

4. You have a right to be repre-
sented by counsel.

5. If you fail to appear at the 
hearing, the Court may still 
conduct the hearing and 
grant appropriate relief, in-
cluding taking permanent 
custody of the child(ren) 
named in the Petition.

Dated May 25, 2023
BY:
Sherburne County
Court Administration
13880 Business Center Drive, 
Suite 100
Elk River MN 55330-1692
763-284-7140
(Published in the Patriot: 
06/03/23.)
______________________________________________________

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
The Sherburne County PLANNING ADVISORY COMMIS-

SION will meet at 6:00 P.M. June 15, 2023, at the Sherburne County 
Government Center, 13880 Business Center Drive, Elk River, Min-
nesota to hold a public hearing for all unincorporated areas of Sher-
burne County in which the County has zoning and land use authority, 
to consider the following application(s) and other planning and zon-
ing related topics.

Nick Christenson (Property Owners Douglas & Deborah 
Robertson): Request Interim Use Permit for Temporary Busi-
ness-Impound Lot.  PID: #10-323-1407, Property Address: 20104 
US Highway 10 NW, Big Lake.  Legal Desc: That part of the SE 1-4 
(full legal on file).  Sec 23, Twp 33, Rge 28. Big Lake Township.  
3.17 acres in the Industrial District.

James & Mary Hallila: Request for an Amendment to the Sher-
burne County Zoning Ordinance, Section 16.2 (Interim Use Permits), 
Subd 5.21, (Solar Farm) to remove a portion of Section 25 to enable 
Solar Farms. PID #10-325-3200 Sec 25, Twp 33, Rge 28, Big Lake 
Township.

Ziegler Monticello LLC (Property Owner Nordic Invest-
ments LLLP): Request Interim Use Permit for Highway Planned 
Unit Development for Construction Equipment and E-Truck Dealer.  
PID #10-335-1400.  Property Address: 18640 200th St NW, Big 
Lake.  Legal Desc: All that pt of the N 1-2 (full legal on file).  Sec 
35, Twp 33, Rge 28.  Big Lake Township.  57.14 acres in the Indus-
trial District.

DIVOCSG 11 (Property Owners John & Lynette Golly): Re-
quest Interim Use Permit for 1 MW Solar Farm.  PID #20-129-4100. 
Property Address: 9208 River Rd SE, Clear Lake, MN.  Legal Desc: 
That pt of NW 1-4 of SE 1-4 (full legal on file). Sec 29, Twp 34, Rge 
29.  Clear Lake Township.  41.63 acres in the Agricultural District.

The hearing of these requests is not limited to those receiving 
copies of this notice, and if you know of any neighbor or affected 
property owner who for any reason has not received a copy, it would 
be appreciated if you would inform them of this hearing.  Recom-
mendations made by the Sherburne County Planning Advisory Board 
may be subject to further action by the Township of Baldwin, the 
Township of Livonia or the Township of Big Lake, and the Sherburne 
County Board of Commissioners.

Recommendations that are forwarded to the County Board from 
this public hearing are anticipated to be heard at the July 18, 2023, 
County Board of Commissioners Meeting at a time to be determined 
in the County Board Room located at the Sherburne County Gov-
ernment Center.
/s/ Lynn Waytashek, Zoning Administrator 
(Published in the Patriot: 06/03/23.)

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
The Sherburne County Board of Adjustment will hold a Spe-

cial Board of Adjustment Meeting at 5:30 P.M. on June 15, 2023 at 
the Sherburne County Government Center, 13880 Business Center 
Drive, Elk River, Minnesota to consider the following applications.  
A hearing will not begin before the time set. 

CATHERINE A LA GOW & GARY M SIMPSON: 
Requesting a 30’ variance in setback from the bluff for a septic sys-
tem upgrade.  Required setback from the bluff is 30’.  Address:  7384 
32nd Ave SE, Clear Lake, Mn  Legal:  That pt of S 400’ of N 1200’ . 
. . (full legal on file) Sec 5, Twp 34, Rge 30  10.04 Acres  Clear Lake 
Township  Scenic River District and within the Mississippi River 
Scenic District.   

The above hearings are open to you and any interested person, in 
opposition to or support of the request.  The hearing of this request is 
not limited to those receiving copies of this notice, and if you know 
of any neighbor or affected property owner who for any reason has 
not received a copy, it would be appreciated if you would inform 
them of this hearing.
(Published in the Patriot: 06/03/23.)

BOARD HIGHLIGHTS
This represents a summary of the Regular Meeting of the Board 
of Education of Big Lake Public Schools #727. A complete set of 
minutes will be on file at the District Office and on our website at 
www.biglakeschools.org upon Board approval.

I. CALL TO ORDER
The regular meeting of the Board of Education of Independent 
School District No. 727, Big Lake Schools, was called to order on 
May 25, 2023.

II. ROLL CALL
All Board members were present except Ms. Lenette Brown.

III. APPROVE AGENDA
A motion passed to approve the agenda.

IV. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

V. OPEN FORUM

VI. CONSENT AGENDA
A motion passed to approve the following:
A. PREVIOUS MINUTES
B. CLAIMS AND ACCOUNTS
C. CREDIT CARD REPORT
D. PERSONNEL
E. EXTENDED FIELD TRIP REQUESTS
F. FINAL READING AND APPROVAL OF POLICIES

VII. DONATIONS
A motion passed to approve the donations.

VIII. FINANCIAL REPORT
A motion passed to approve the financial report and budget revi-
sions as presented.

IX. APPROVE SPUD FEST FACILITY RENTAL AGREEMENT
A motion passed to approve the agreement as presented.

X. APPROVAL OF PAY AND BENEFIT CHANGES FOR 
NON-AFFILIATED STAFF
A motion passed to approve the non-affiliated staff pay and benefit 
changes as presented.

XI. SECOND READING OF POLICIES

XII. GRADUATION ANNOUNCEMENT
Graduation is scheduled for Friday, June 2, 2023 at 7:30 PM at the 
High School.

XIII. STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE REPORT

XIV. SUPERINTENDENT REPORT

XV. ADJOURNMENT
A motion passed to adjourn the meeting.
(Published in the Patriot 06/03/23.)
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Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 6/4/2023 Central

■ Support Veteran Nonprofi ts.

■ Free Pickup & Towing.

■ Top Tax Deduction.

Donate Your Vehicle
Call (833) 937-2593 to donate 

your car, truck, boat, RV, 
and more today!

Donate Your Vehicle Today

833-937-2593
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we fi nd that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or recreational vehicles 

due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (833) 937-2593.

More ads on next page>
Page 1 of 2

CITY OF BIG LAKE, MINNESOTA
ORDINANCE NO. 2023-05

The Big Lake City Council approved an Ordinance to rezone 
a 0.8 +/- acres located south and east of Lake Street South, west of 
Ormsbee Street, north of Monroe Street from Residential Redevel-
opment (R-5) and Medium Density Residential (R-2) to Community 
Business (B-1).  A printed copy of the Ordinance is available for 
inspection during regular office hours in the office of the City Clerk. 
Adopted by the Big Lake City Council on the 24th day of May 2023.
/s/ Gina Wolbeck, Clerk
(Published in the Patriot: 06/03/23.)

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
CP GRAMS2-C

GRAMS PARK PARKING LOT IMPROVEMENTS
SHERBURNE COUNTY, MINNESOTA

NOTICE is hereby given that electronic bids will be accepted 
through the Sherburne County online bid portal https://bidvault.
mn.uccs.com/  until 1:00 PM on Tuesday, June 27, 2023 .  This will 
be the only means of submittal of a bid.

The Major Quantities of Work are: 
Excavation – Common  CY 1,577
Common Embankment    CY 854 
Aggregate Base Class 5   TON 1,622
Type SP 12.5 Wearing Mix (2,C) TON 849
Concrete Curb & Gutter Design D412  LF 674 
Solar Light    EACH 4
The bids will be reviewed by the County Engineer and County 

Attorney for the approval of the bid bond and the results of the re-
view shall be posted within 3 business days at the following website:   
https://mn-co-sherburne.app.rtvision.com/oneoffice.  Review of the 
bids by the County Engineer and the County Attorney should not 
be construed as an award of the bid.  The final approval of the bid 
requires action by the County Board.

Plans & specifications may be examined at the office of the 
Sherburne County Highway Engineer, 13880 Business Center Drive 
Suite 100, Elk River MN 55330, Monday-Friday 8 am to 4:30 pm, 
or online at https://www.co.sherburne.mn.us/publicworks/index.php  
& follow the Construction Projects & Bids (eGram) link.  A user 
ID & password is required to download the Plans & Specifications.  
Contact Public Works at 763-765-3300 to obtain the necessary in-
formation.

The advertisement for this project may also be viewed at the 
MnDOT State Aid for Local Transportation eAdvert web site at 
https://eadvert.rtvision.com.

The cost to download the Plans & Specifications is free.
The cost to obtain a hard copy of the Plans & Specifications is 

$50.00 with an additional $10.00 mailing fee.
THE COST TO SUBMIT A BID WILL BE $25.00 PAYABLE 

TO RTVISION WHICH ALLOWS ACCESS TO THE ELEC-
TRONIC BID DOCUMENTS VIA BID VAULT AT https://bidvault.
mn.uccs.com.

All bids shall be accompanied by a bid bond for at least five 
percent (5%) of the amount of the bid.

No bidder may withdraw their bid (which shall include the bid 
bond) within 15 days of the scheduled bid submittal date of Tuesday, 
June 27, 2023.

The County Board reserves the right to reject any or all bids and 
to waive minor irregularities.  The County Board will consider award 
of the contract at the July 18, 2023 County Board Meeting contingent 
upon County Engineer & County Attorney review. 

It is the County’s intent to begin construction the middle part of 
September 2023 and completed by end of October 2023.

The County Board reserves the right to reject any or all bids & 
waive informalities.

DATED: at Elk River Minnesota, this 31st day of May 2023.
/s/  Bruce Messelt, County Administrator, Sherburne County, Min-
nesota
(Published in the Patriot: 06/03/23, 06/10/23, 06/17/23.)

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 6/4/2023 Central

■ Support Veteran Nonprofi ts.

■ Free Pickup & Towing.

■ Top Tax Deduction.

Donate Your Vehicle
Call (833) 937-2593 to donate 

your car, truck, boat, RV, 
and more today!

Donate Your Vehicle Today

833-937-2593
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we fi nd that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or recreational vehicles 

due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (833) 937-2593.

More ads on next page>
Page 1 of 2

The Big Lake baseball 
team erased an early deficit, 
then held on to beat Becker, 
5-4 in the first round of the 
Section 5AAA playoffs 
Tuesday at Big Lake.

  Leadoff hitter Josh 
Groskruetz of the Bulldogs 
greeted pitcher Owen Wil-
czek with a line drive single 
on the first pitch to open the 
game, and it was the start of 
a four-run rally.

   One out later, Josh 
Tobako was hit by a pitch. 
Wilczek then hit Becker 
starter Nolan Murphy with 
a pitch, and the bases were 
loaded with one out. Out-
fielder Sawyer Anderson 
followed with a single to 
right field, driving in Beck-
er’s first two runs. With 
Ethan Guck at bat, Wilczek 
attempted a pickoff at first 
base. But the throw went 
wide and into right field, al-
lowing the third run to score 
while Anderson reached 
third on the play. With two 
outs, Anderson scored on a 
wild pitch to put the Bull-
dogs ahead, 4-0.

   In the home first, 
Nolan Murphy hit Jaxyn 
Tschritter with a pitch 
to open the inning. But 
Becker turned a double 
play on Nolan Reiter’s hard 
grounder to third, ending 
the threat.

   Bruce Kraemer sin-
gled with one out in the 
second for the Bulldogs. 
Then Groskruetz tried a 
sacrifice bunt that turned 
into a single, and Becker 
was threatening again. But 
Wilczek struck out the next 
two batters to end the in-
ning. 

    Big Lake catcher 
Keenan Hjermstad led off 
the second inning with a 

single, but was thrown out 
at second on a steal attempt. 
Austin Schleif followed 
with a walk, then Jackson 
LaRoche doubled to left 
field, driving in Schlief 

with a run. After 
Conner Stern 
walked, Trent 
Josewski tripled 

to right field, driving in La-
Roche and Stern. When the 
throw from the outfield got 
past third base,  Josewski 
raced home with the tying 
run.

   In the third, Ander-
son reached second on an 
error, but was left there, 
and that was one of the few 
scoring chances the Bull-
dogs would have over the 
next four innings.

   Before Big Lake 
could bat in the home third, 
the skies opened up and it 
was thunder and rain for the 

next 40 minutes.
  When the game re-

sumed, Murphy was still on 
the mound for the Bulldogs. 
Reiter led off with a walk 

and moved to second on a 
groundout. After he stole 
third, Hjermstad ripped a 
single to right field to drive 
in the go-ahead run.  Big 
Lake got another runner as 
far as third, but Murphy got 
out of the inning without 
any more scoring.

  Becker catcher Ethan 
Obermoller led off the 
fourth with a single, but 
was erased on a double 
play. Groskruetz followed 
with his third hit of the 
game, but was stranded 
there when Owen Kolbin-
ger grounded out to end the 
inning. 

   Murphy retired the 
side in order for the first 
time in the fourth inning, 
and Wilczek did the same 
in the top of the fifth.

    In the home fifth, 
Big Lake had a good scor-
ing chance when Reiter 

and Isaiah Terlinden were 
hit by a pitch and Schlief 
walked to load the bases. 
With two outs, Carson 
Gellerman hit a long fly 

ball that was caught against 
the left field fence, and the 
threat was ended.

   Becker had another 
chance to tie the game in 
the sixth. With one out, 
Grant Studer was hit by 
a pitch and Obermoller 
reached on an infield error.  
But Wilczek struck out 
the next batter and retired 
Groskruetz for the first 
time on a fly out to end the 
inning.

  Sawyer Anderson 
came in to pitch the sixth 
inning for Becker. He al-
lowed a single by Stern, 
but struck out two batters 
and didn’t allow a run.

  Becker was looking 
for baserunners to try to 
tie the game in the seventh. 
But Wilczek retired the side 
in order to give the Hornets 
the win.

  Wilczek allowed four 
runs on five hits. He walked 

four, hit three batters and 
struck out nine.

    Murphy took the 
loss. He allowed five runs 
on four hits. He walked 
five, hit three batters and 
struck out three.

    Anderson singled 
and drove in two runs for 
Becker. Groskruetz had 
three hits and scored a run.

   Stern had two hits 
for Big Lake and drove in 
two runs. Hjermstad had 
two hits and drove in a run. 
LaRoche doubled and had 
an RBI.

   The Hornets were 
scheduled to play Monti-
cello Thursday, results next 
week.

   Becker was sched-
uled to play on Saturday at 
Princeton.

OWEN WILCZEK  settled down after a rocky first inning to pitch a complete game in Big Lake’s 5-4 
section win over Becker. (Photo by Ken Francis.)

Hornets edge Bulldogs, 5-4 in section opener

By Ken Francis, Contributing Writer
production@patriotnewsmn.com

JOSH GROSKRUETZ scored Becker’s first run in a four-run first 
inning against Big Lake. He had three hits for the Bulldogs in a 5-4 
loss in the first round of section play. (Photo by Ken Francis.)
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Classifieds/Editorial

OAK PARK
CREAMERY

See us for all your feed 
needs. Hubbard, Heims, 
Purina & Oak Park brand 
feeds. Crystalyx tubs. We 
specialize in small orders 
of custom made feed. RR 
Corn $194.00/Bag. EN-
LIST E3 Soybeans $50.00/
Bag.

OAK PARK CREAMERY
16623 Ironwood Rd NE

Oak Park, MN
320-968-7864

Farm Supplies
AUTOMOBILES
CASH FOR CARS! We buy all cars! 
Junk, high-end, totaled – it doesn’t mat-
ter! Get free towing and same day cash! 
NEWER MODELS too! Call 1-877-978-
2510. (mcn)

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHAR-
ITY. Receive maximum value of write 
off for your taxes. Running or not! All 
conditions accepted. Free pickup. Call for 
details. 855-752-6680 (mcn)

Donating your vehicle? Get more! Free 
Towing. Tax Deductible. Plus a $200 
restaurant voucher and a 2-night/3-day 
hotel stay at one of 50 locations. Call Her-
itage for the Blind to donate your vehicle 
today - 1-855-977-7030. (mcn)

CABLE/INTERNET
FREE high-speed internet for those 
that qualify. Government program for 
recipients of select programs incl. Med-
icaid, SNAP, Housing Assistance, WIC, 
Veterans Pension, Survivor Benefits, Life-
line, Tribal. 15 GB internet service. Bonus 
offer: Android tablet FREE with one-time 
$20 copay. Free shipping & handling. Call 
Maxsip Telecom today! 1-866-443-3789. 
(mcn)

BEST SATELLITE TV with 2 Year 
Price Guarantee! $59.99/mo with 190 
channels and 3 months free premium 
movie channels! Free next day installa-
tion! Call 855-824-1258. (mcn)

DirecTV Satellite TV Service Starting 
at $74.99/month! Free Installation! 160+ 
channels available. Call Now to Get the 
Most Sports & Entertainment on TV! 844-
558-1767 (mcn)

DISH Network. $64.99 for 190 Chan-
nels! Blazing Fast Internet, $19.99/mo. 
(where available.) Switch & Get a FREE 
$100 Visa Gift Card. FREE Voice Re-
mote. FREE HD DVR. FREE Streaming 
on ALL Devices. Call today! 1-855-434-
0020 (mcn)

DIRECTV. New 2-Year Price Guar-
antee. The most live MLB games this 
season, 200+ channels and over 45,000 
on-demand titles. $84.99/mo for 24 
months with CHOICE Package. Some 
restrictions apply. Call DIRECTV 1-866-
296-1409. (mcn)

Connect to the best wireless home inter-
net with EarthLink. Enjoy speeds from 
5G and 4G LTE networks, no contracts, 
easy installation, and data plans up to 300 
GB. Call 844-878-2209. (mcn)

Dish Network: Only from Dish- 3-year 
TV Price Guarantee! 99% Signal Re-
liability, backed by guarantee. Includes 
Multi-Sport with NFL Redzone. Switch 
and Get a FREE $100 Gift Card. Call 
today! 1-855-434-0020. (mcn)

FINANCIAL
The COVID crisis has cost us all some-
thing. Many have lost jobs and financial 
security. Have $10K In Debt? Credit 
Cards. Medical Bills. Car Loans. Call 
NATIONAL DEBT RELIEF! We can 
help! Get a FREE debt relief quote: Call 
1-866-552-0649. (mcn)

FOR SALE
ENJOY 100% guaranteed, delivered-
to-the-door Omaha Steaks! Get 8 
FREE Omaha Steaks Burgers! Order The 
All-Time Grilling Faves! ONLY $99.99. 
Call 1-888-356-4180 and mention code 

73375TNN or visit www.omahasteaks.
com/GrillFaves5363. (mcn)

HEALTH & MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May 
Be Covered by Medicare! Reclaim inde-
pendence and mobility with the compact 
design and long-lasting battery of Inogen 
One. Free information kit! Call 844-716-
2411. (mcn)

DENTAL INSURANCE from Phy-
sicians Mutual Insurance Company. 
Coverage for 350 plus procedures. Real 
dental insurance- NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your 
FREE Dental Information Kit with all 
the details! 1-855-973-9175 www.den-
tal50plus.com/https://www.dental50plus.
com/midwest #6258 (mcn)

Don’t let the stairs limit your mobility! 
Discover the ideal solution for anyone 
who struggles on the stairs, is concerned 
about a fall or wants to regain access to 
their entire home. Call AmeriGlide today! 
1-877-916-2093. (mcn)

Stroke and Cardiovascular disease are 
leading causes of death, according to the 
American Heart Association. Screenings 
can provide peace of mind or early de-
tection! Contact Life Line Screening to 
schedule your screening. Special offer - 5 
screenings for just $149. Call 1-866-742-
7290. (mcn)

MISCELLANEOUS
DIAGNOSED WITH LUNG CAN-
CER? You may qualify for a substantial 
cash award - even with smoking history. 
NO obligation! We’ve recovered millions. 
Let us help!! Call 24/7, 1-888-490-8260. 
(mcn)

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as 
little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices 
- No payments for 18 months! Lifetime 
warranty & professional installs. Senior & 
Military Discounts available. Call 1-866-
585-7073. (mcn)

LONG DISTANCE MOVING: Call 
today for a FREE QUOTE from Amer-
ica’s Most Trusted Interstate Movers. Let 
us take the stress out of moving! Speak 
to a Relocation Specialist, call 877-327-
0795. (mcn)

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. 
EASY, ONE DAY updates! We spe-
cialize in safe bathing. Grab bars, no slip 
flooring & seated showers. Call for a free 
in-home consultation: 855-836-2250. 
(mcn)

NEED NEW FLOORING? Call Em-
pire Today® to schedule a FREE in-
home estimate on Carpeting & Flooring. 
Call Today! 844-785-0305 (mcn)

Never clean your gutters again! Afford-
able, professionally installed gutter guards 
protect your gutters and home from debris 
and leaves forever! For a FREE Quote 
call: 877-761-1449 (mcn)

Prepare for power outages today with 
a GENERAC home standby generator. 
$0 Money Down + Low Monthly Pay-
ment Options. Request a FREE Quote. 
Call now before the next power outage: 
1-877-228-5789 (mcn)

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! Le-
afFilter, the most advanced debris-block-
ing gutter protection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 20% off Entire 

Purchase. Plus 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-855-577-1268. (mcn)

Become a Published Author. We want 
to Read Your Book! Dorrance Publish-
ing-Trusted by Authors Since 1920. Book 
manuscript submissions currently being 
reviewed. Comprehensive Services: 
Consultation, Production, Promotion and 
Distribution. Call for Your Free Author`s 
Guide 1-877-516-0706 or visit dorran-
ceinfo.com/Midwest (mcn)

Wesley Financial Group, LLC Time-
share Cancellation Experts. Over 
$50,000,000 in timeshare debt and fees 
cancelled in 2019. Get free informational 
package and learn how to get rid of your 
timeshare! Free consultations. Over 450 
positive reviews. Call 877-326-1608. 
(mcn)

Trouble hearing your TV? Try TV 
EARS Voice Clarifying Wireless TV 
Speaker. Better than a soundbar and/or 
turning the TV volume way up. Special, 
limited time $50 off offer. Call TV Ears. 
Use code MBSP50. Call 1-844-455-0505. 
(mcn)

Safe Step. North Americas #1 Walk-In 
Tub. Comprehensive lifetime war-
ranty. Top-of-the-line installation and 
service. Now featuring our FREE shower 
package and $1600 Off for a limited time! 
Call today! Financing available. Call Safe 
Step 1-844-290-5083. (mcn)

Switch and save up to $250/year on 
your talk, text and data. No contract 
and no hidden fees. Unlimited talk and 
text with flexible data plans. Premium 
nationwide coverage. 100% U.S. based 
customer service. For more information, 
call 1-888-909-7338. (mcn)

Are you a pet owner? Do you want to get 
up to 100% back on Vet Bills? Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company has pet cov-
erage that can help! Call 1-888-680-3016 
to get a free quote or visit mfcp. (mcn)

Spring has sprung and it’s planting 
season again. This year Nature Hills, 
America’s largest online plant retailer, 
has an exclusive offer - French Manicure 
Panicle Hydrangea. Sale price just $24.60 
plus s/h. Call for details and order today. 
Call Nature Hills Plant Nursery 1-855-
499-0049 or visit naturehillsdeal.com/
bloom32. (mcn)

FREE HOME INTERNET $0 Cost! 
Everyone Qualifies! New Government 
program! This is Free Home Internet with 
a Major Provider Not internet on a phone 
or tablet! Text “enroll” to 706-761-1745. 
(mcn)

PETS/PUPPIES FOR SALE
AKC REG. COCKER SPANIEL 
PUPS. NEW Big Litters! HALF OFF!!! 
Shots & wormed. 920-563-3410 Morn-
ings. (#268588) (mcn)

WANT TO BUY
PAYING TOP CA$H FOR MEN’S 
SPORT WATCHES! Rolex, Breitling, 
Omega, Patek Philippe, Heuer, Daytona, 
GMT, Submariner, Speedmaster.. Call: 
866-314-9742. (mcn)

TOP CA$H PAID FOR OLD GUI-
TARS! 1920-1980 Gibson, Martin, 
Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, 
Mosrite, Rickenbacker, Prairie State, 
D’Angelico, Stromberg. And Gibson 
Mandolins / Banjos. 866-470-1643. (mcn)

Minnesota Newspaper Association Classifieds

220 USED CARS to choose 
from. We also BUY used cars. 
Guaranteed Approval! Brandl 
Auto Connection, 559 Hwy 10, 
St. Cloud (next to the red barn 
Dairy Queen). 320-229-1900. 
Apply online at: 
www.BrandlAutoConnection.com
________________________

Used Cars

DESKTOPS AND LAPTOP 
REPAIR. On-site or drop off. 
Computer cleanup - upgrades. 
Big Lake, 763-263-7070.
________________________

Computers

MURPHY
CHEVROLET

New & Used Cars & Trucks
(320) 968-6239

www.murphychevrolet.com

Automotive

OUTDOOR FURNACES NO-
TICE - Outdoor furnace, parts 
and supplies are in high de-
mand and have limited avail-
ability. With approximate lead 
times of about 8 months, plan 
and look ahead. Reserve now 
to have one to install for this 
summer or fall installation. We 
feature Central Boiler furnaces 
and products for complete in-
stallation. We have financing 
available, and up to a $2,000 
tax credit available on select 
models. Reserve today. Call 
or go online, 763-972-6255; 
classactfurnace.com.       ________________________

Outdoor Furnaces

NOW HIRING. SERVICE 
TECHS AND INSTALLERS.  
Great pay and benefits. Email 
resume to: aceheatingan-
dair@outlook.com or call 
763-389-2647 or apply online: 
aceheatingandair.com.
________________________

Help Wanted

Patriot Office
763-275-0275  

14054 Bank Street, 
Box 458, Becker, MN 55308

Website: 
www.patriotnewsmn.com

  
Email: 

production@
patriotnewsmn.com

Business Hours: 
• Mon. - Wed. 8am to 5pm, • 

Thurs. 8am to 3pm  
• Friday CLOSED

The Patriot, under the 
continuation of the 

Citizen-Tribune, is the 
official legal newspaper 
for Sherburne County, 
Clear Lake, Clearwater, 

Orrock, Palmer & Santiago 
Townships, City of Becker, 

Becker Township and 
Becker School District #726, 

City of Big Lake and Big 
Lake School District #727.

Publisher/Editor 
Bill Morgan - 
production@

patriotnewsmn.com

Advertising 
Sales Manager
Carol Hanson - 

sales.carol@
patriotnewsmn.com

Advertising Sales
Mary Nehring - 

adsales@
patriotnewsmn.com

Graphic Design
Bill Morgan - 
production@

patriotnewsmn.com

Accounting
Chris Meyer - 
accounting@

patriotnewsmn.com

Staff Writers
Bill Morgan - 
reporter.bill@

patriotnewsmn.com

Katie Cantin - 
reporter.katie@

patriotnewsmn.com

Contributing Writers
Mark Kolbinger - 

production@
patriotnewsmn.com

Penny Leuthard - 
production@

patriotnewsmn.com

Ken Francis - 
production@

patriotnewsmn.com

Patriot Legals/
Classified Ads
legals.kathy@

patriotnewsmn.com

• Subscription Rates: 
$90 annually, $45 for six 
months, $22.50 for three 
months or $7.50 a month.

• Deadlines: 
Wednesday 12 pm Legals 
& Notices,  Wednesday 

10 am Display & 
Classified Ads.

• Submitted Material: 
There will be a $30 charge 

for all thank you, 
engagement, wedding 

and birth  announcement 
pictures.  The Patriot is not 

responsible for 
correctness of ads 

received by telephone.

• Letters to the Editors: 
The Patriot welcomes 
letters to the editor. 

Addresses and 
telephone numbers are 
required for verification 

purposes.  All letters 
must contain the original 
signature of the writer. 
E-mailed letters can be 

accepted. The deadline for 
all letters is 11am 

Wednesday. Limit letters 
to 200 words or less. 

Letters will be printed at 
the discretion of the 

editor and are subject to 
editing for grammar, libel 
and brevity. Two letters 
per writer per subject 

each year.

• Obituaries: 
Obituaries are $50 
prepaid. The Editor 

reserves the right to edit 
lengthy obituaries.

                                     Week of June 4, 2023             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

MISCELLANEOUSMISCELLANEOUSEMPLOYMENT

Advertise here statewide 
in 200+ newspapers for 

only $279 per week! 
Call 800-279-2979

WANTED TO BUY

8TH GRADE 
ENGLISH/LANGUAGE ARTS

New London-Spicer Schools. Min-
nesota 7-12 and/or 5-8 Language 
Arts licensure required. Open Un-
til Filled. Start: August 2023. For 
more info: nls.k12.mn.us/employment 

WANTED: 
ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES 

Running or not. Titled or not. Will pick 
up. Cash in exchange. Sell now before 
prices fall. Call Dan at 612/720-2142

CARING FOR AN 
AGING LOVED ONE? 

Wondering about options like senior-
living communities and in-home care? 
Caring.com’s Family Advisors are here to 
help take the guesswork out of senior care 
for you and your family. Call for your free, 
no-obligation consultation: 866/924-8422

SAFE STEP 
North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. 
Comprehensive lifetime warranty. 
Top-of-the-line installation and ser-
vice. Now featuring our FREE shower 
package and $1600 Off  for a limited 
time! Call today! Financing avail-
able. Call Safe Step 833/966-3882

SAVING JUST GOT EASIER 
with EarthLink Internet. Get up to 
$30 off  your monthly bill and un-
limited data with the Aff ordable 
Connectivity Program. Apply without 
credit checks. Call 844/431-6862 now.

FREE HIGH-SPEED INTERNET 
for those that qualify. Government pro-
gram for recipients of select programs 
include Medicaid, SNAP, Housing 
Assistance, WIC, Veterans Pension, 
Survivor Bene ts, Lifeline, Tribal. 15 
GB internet service. Bonus off er: An-
droid tablet FREE with one-time $20 
copay. Free shipping & handling. Call 
Maxsip Telecom today! 866/433-5324

DONATING YOUR VEHICLE? 
Get more! Free towing. Tax deduct-
ible. Plus, a $200 restaurant voucher and 
a 2-night/3-day hotel stay at one of 50 
locations. Call Heritage for the Blind to 
donate your vehicle today 844/220-9501

TOTAL LAWN CARE, INC.
Locally owned & operated 
since 1985. Fertilization, core 
aeration, guaranteed control 
of: weeds, crabgrass, mos-
quitoes, ants/ticks/spiders, 
grubworms and Emerald Ash 
Borer. Experience the differ-
ence! 320-685-4131. 
www.totallawn.us.                            
________________________

Lawn Care

HASSAN SAND & 
GRAVEL has a large se-
lection of decorative rock, 
pulverized & screened top-
soil, all types of driveway 
aggregates, wood & rubber 
mulch, landscape supplies, 
play/volleyball/mason sand, 
fieldstone boulders, steps & 
natural quarry stone, syn-
thetic turf products. M-F 
7am-4pm & Sat. 7am-noon, 
13530 Williamdale Rd., 
Rogers. 763-428-2393.
www.HassanSand.com

Clip this ad & save $20 
off your purchase of 

$100 or more!
Exp. 10/20/23

Landscaping Supplies

HANSON PAVING. Residen-
tial & commercial. Driveways, 
parking lots, asphalt, paving & 
asphalt patchwork. No job too 
small. Call for a free estimate 
320-259-7874 office. 3636 
Quail Rd., Sauk Rapids. We 
accept Visa & Mastercard. 
www.hansonpaving.com
________________________

Asphalt/Blacktop

Deadlines
Notices &  

Legals
Wednes-

days 
At 11am

Contact Bill: 
763-275-
0275 or 
Email:

legals.kathy@
patriotnewsmn.com

TO PLACE 
A PUBLIC 
NOTICE - 
Call The
Patriot 

763-275-0275

Obituary

Garage Sales

VARIETY OF HOUSEHOLD 
ITEMS for sale including 2 
riding mowers and 1997 Ford 
Ranger.  Small pet cage and 
some young boys clothing and 
shoes.  June 10, 7am-5pm. 
9424 131st Ave SE, Becker.
________________________

GARAGE SALE. 11290 3rd 
St., Becker. June 8-9, 8-6 p.m.. 
June 10, 8-noon. Girls-wom-
en’s clothing, CDs, HH, sit/
stand desk riser, exercise bike 
& misc.
________________________

 
Big Lake Senior Center

The Big Lake Senior 
Club meets Tues., 1-4pm, Big 
Lake City Hall, 160 Lake St. 
North. 

We would love to have 
you join us for card games, 
refreshments  & conversation. 
For More Information Call: 

(763) 309-1010 and/or  
(763) 207-8703

Becker Area Senior 
Center (BASC) 

Upcoming Events

BASC Now At BCC! All Area 
Seniors Welcome. Senior Center 

Open Mon. - Fri. 5am-5pm.  
Coffee Is On At 5am. 

Mon, June 5: NEW TIME! 
MORE FUN! Every Monday @ 
1pm. Cribbage and Carbles; Come 
and play and bring a friend. 
Tues. June 6: 7 am: Nordic Walk-
ing. (BCC if inclement weather.) 
9:00 am: Cards & Conversation. 
Wed. June 7: No Tech Help 
Today. Returning in Fall.
Thurs., June 8:  9 am: Cards & 
Conversation. 10:30 am - June Sum-
mer Garden visit to Mary Jo Cobb’s 
garden: MUST SIGN UP AT SE-
NIOR CENTER! 

Becker Community Center: 
763-200-4271

Blood Pressure available 
whenever BASC is open  

Send activity/class to basc.
becker@gmail.com. Planning 

meeting 3rd Wed. @1pm. Next 
board meeting May 17 from 

3:30-5:00 pm

Announcements

Elroy H. Olson passed 
away at his residence on 
Thursday, May 25, 2023. He 
was born on February 24, 
1940, to parents Elmer 
H and Inga (Sander) 
Olson in Granite 
Falls, Minne-
sota. In 1948 
Elmer moved 
his farming 
family from 
Cottonwood 
to Elk River. 
He married 
Judy Klatt in 
1968 and they 
purchased the fam-
ily farm, continued with 
dairy farming, and also did 
custom combining. 

Elroy was preceded in 
death by his parents; father and 
mother-in-law, Vernon and 

Pearl Klatt; son-in-law, Joe 
Phillips; and brother-in-law 
Doug Noon. He is survived by 
wife Judy; children Tammy 

Phillips, Tom (Hollie) 
Olson, Tim Olson, 

Tracy (Kory) Mc-
Calla; 10 grand-
children; two 
great-grand-
c h i l d r e n ; 
brother Den-
nis (Carol) 
Olson; and 
sisters, Selma 

Noon ,  and 
Glenda Olson. 

Arr. by the Peter-
son-Grimsmo Funeral 

Chapel, Monticello. 763-295-
2918. (www.peterson-grims-
mochapel.com)

Elroy H. Olson, 83
Elk River, MN

February 24, 1940 - May 25, 2023

A memorial gathering to 
celebrate Ron Hoglund’s life 
will be held on Sun., June 11 
from 1:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. at 
the Monticello American Legion, 
304 Elm Street, Monticello, MN. 
Ron was a lifelong resident of the 
Monticello area and passed away 
on March 18th.

Everyone is welcome.

Memorial Gathering for Ronald E. Hoglund

13925 WOODLAND CT 
Becker SPIRITWEAR {NEW}, 
Antiques, Household, DVD’s, 
Clothing, Tools, Craft Supplies 
& much more! June 8: 8-6, 
June 9: 8-5, June 10: 8-11
________________________
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Proudly 
serving the 

communities of 
Becker, 

Big Lake, 
Clear Lake and 

Clearwater!
We appreciate 

your 
business and 
readership!

Area/Sports News

Be a Patriot Page 
Sponsor! Call 

763.275.0275 to 
secure your ad

PROUD SPONSOR
OF THE 

NEWSPAPER,
EVENTS, ACTIVITIES

AND BUSINESSES
IN OUR LOCAL

COMMUNITIES!

763-262-5850
tjpottertrucking.com

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Appreciative of our 
local newspaper! 

We proudly support 
our communities

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Mon. - Thu., 9am-5pm; Fri. 9am-1pm

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Call us for 
your business 

insurance needs.

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Mon. - Thu., 9am-5pm; Fri. 9am-1pm

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Bundled options 
available, call today 

for your quote.

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Mon. - Thu., 9am-5pm; Fri. 9am-1pm

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Life insurance, make 
sure you have the 
right protection.

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Mon. - Thu., 9am-5pm; Fri. 9am-1pm

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Do you own a boat, 
ATV, motorcycle or 
RV? Call today for a 

free quote.

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Mon. - Thu., 9am-5pm; Fri. 9am-1pm

valleyirrigation.com

valleyirrigation.com

YOU’LL SWEAR  
BY THEM.
NOT AT THEM.

YOU’LL SWEAR  
BY THEM.
NOT AT THEM.

Almost everyone lets a 
word slip occasionally. 
But, you won’t be 
swearing at your 
Valley®. That’s because 
Valley equipment is 
manufactured by people 
who never compromise 
on quality.

Trust the best.  
Contact us today.

valleyirrigation.com

Almost everyone lets a 
word slip occasionally. 
But, you won’t be 
swearing at your 
Valley®. That’s because 
Valley equipment is 
manufactured by people 
who never compromise 
on quality.

Trust the best.  
Contact us today.

valleyirrigation.com

DEALER IMPRINT

DEALER IMPRINT
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Address | Phone Number | Website

suggested font: Arial

DEALER LOGO
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suggested font: Arial

DEALER LOGO
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suggested font: Arial

DEALER LOGO
Address | Phone Number | Website

suggested font: Arial

CA1063

CA1063

 
 

4 COLUMN x 5”
7.708” x 5”

 
 

7551 State Street
Clear Lake, MN 55319
320-743-3000

Grateful for our 
community newspaper 

and all the events 
covered in our 

surrounding areas!

612.298.3608
Sarawaytashek 

@edinarealty.com

Good Luck Athletes!

The 2023 lineup is waiting 
to be discovered.

Stop by the Show to check out
the new 2023 Sea-Doo models
and find the ride that levels up
your #SeaDooLife.

Receive $500 DiscounT
When purchasing $4,000 of sea-doo pontoon accessories

The Big Lake boys 
placed fifth at the Missis-
sippi 8 Conference Track 
and Field Meet at Big Lake 

last Wednesday.
The boys won three in-

dividual titles and had one 
relay victory.

Owen Layton set a new 
conference record and won 
the 3200 meters in 9:25.4.

Jack Leuer won the 
800 meters in 2:04.53 and 
finished second in the 1600 
in 4:27.81.

Carson Kunz took first 
in the high jump, clearing 
six feet even.

Kade Layton was 
third in the 3200 meters in 
9:53.65. Tanon Jacobson 
finished fifth in 10:21.03.

Spencer Vold cleared 
12’6” to take fifth in the 
pole vault and finished 
sixth in the 800 meters in 
2:09.55.

Riley Thompson threw 
the discus 133’6” to finish 
fifth and moved to #7 on 
Big Lake’s Top 10 list.

The 4x800 relay team 
of Vold, Jacobson, Kade 
Layton and Owen Layton 
won in 8:22.13.

The 4x200 team of 
Wuoson Nehwah, Kyle 
Ginther, Ben Sellner and 
CJ Mikely finished fourth, 
but their time of 1:33.91 
was just a second off the 
school record.

Overall, the boys had 
six All Conference and nine 
Honorable Mention perfor-
mances, along with 17 per-
sonal bests.

For the girls, Tayla 

Gassman won four wheel-
chair events and set per-
sonal records in the shot 
put (18’1.5”) and discus 

(35’3”).
Erin Kjell-

berg set a per-
sonal record and 

finished fifth in the 400 
meters in 64.89 seconds.  
Carmen Herrera also set a 
personal best in the event 
at 68.97.

Alivia Voss cleared 
4’8” in the high jump to 
take eighth and receive 
Honorable Mention.

Grace McCrone got 
Honorable Mention and 
had a season’s best of 16’3” 
in the long jump.

Three Hornets set per-
sonal bests in the 200 me-
ters: Ava Eastman (27.81), 
Sydney Roy (28.67) and 
Arrianna Wagner (30.20).

Grace Olson set a per-
sonal best in the shot put at 
27’5.5”.

Hailey Anderson had 
the top throw in the discus 
for Big Lake at 76’10”.

The 4x200 team of 
Addison Holmen, Voss, 
McCrone and Eastman ran 
1:55.29, a season’s best.

The 4x400 team of 
Raina White, Voss, Syd-
ney Roy and Leah Uphoff 
had a season’s best time of 
4:43.82.

The 4x800 team of 
Emilee Doperalski, Lexi 
Kapsner, Rylie Ostrom 
and Campbell Slattery had 
a season’s best time of 
11:30.69.

The Hornets competed 
in the section champions 
meet Wednesday and Fri-
day, results next week.

Hornets do well 
at M8 Conference 
track meet

By Ken Francis, Contributing Writer
production@patriotnewsmn.com

The Big Lake girls la-
crosse team saw their season 
come to an end in the first 
round of playoffs Monday. 
Following is a re-cap of their 
final matches including their 
section matchup against 
Becker.

The Hornets finished the 
season with a 5-9 record.

Mound Westonka 8, 
Big Lake 6
May 23, Big Lake hosted 

Mound Westonka and lost by 
two goals in a co-op game 
with Princeton. The begin-
ning of the game was pretty 
tight with no score until the 
19 minute mark of the first 
half when a Mound player 
found the back of the net. 
They would get another goal 
a few minutes after, but the 
Hornets battled back with 
a goal made by Princeton’s 
own Sloane Griesert bringing 
the score to 2-1. 

A beautiful passing 
play up the field produced 
a goal from another home 
grown Princeton player, 
Jenna Bumgarner, and was 
assisted by Big Lake’s Au-
tumn Grunewald. The Hor-
nets would gain another goal 
before the halftime at the 24 
second mark with a fantastic 
passing play by senior de-
fender Madison Farnsworth 
made to Amelia Gardner 
making it 3-2 for the home 
team. 

“During the halftime 
we discussed how we could 
maintain our defensive end 
and also generate more of-
fensive chances,” said Head 
Coach Lindsey Hartfiel. 

Big Lake would get 
three more goals in the sec-

ond made by Ella 
Beach, Gardner 
and Greisert. 

M o u n d 
pushed back, and eventually 
surpassed the Hornets on their 
way to a two-goal win. 

“I think this game got 
away from us early in the 
second, but we never quit and 
hung in there,” said Hartfiel. 
“Mound was a very physical 
opponent, and may have got-
ten us away from how we like 
to play our game.” 

Chisago Lakes 15, 
Big Lake 1
Chisago Lakes came to 

town an May 25th and cruised 
to an easy win over the Hor-
nets. Big Lake held Chisago 
Lakes to only four goals until 
the closing few minutes of the 
first half when Chisago called 
a timeout due to their frustra-
tion. Unfortunately for Big 
Lake, Chisago Lake’s frustra-
tion led to another five goals 
before the half wrapped up 
with the Hornets down 9-0. 

“We tried to adjust some 
of our tactics to try and slow 
them down further,” said 
Hartfiel. The tactics didn’t 
work as CL tallied six more 
goals in the second half to 
lead to a romp. 

Big Lake’s lone goal 

came from Junior Amelia 
Gardner. 

“Though this wasn’t ex-
actly what we were hoping 
for, I was proud of the way 
our girls played and finished 
the game,” said Hartfiel. “I 
believe we will continue to 
improve each season against 
Chisago Lakes.”

Becker 16, Big Lake 3
Big Lake’s section op-

ponent Monday at home 
was a team the Hornets were 
certainly familiar with. They 
played the Bulldogs twice this 
season and in the two team’s 
first meeting it took triple 
OT to determine the winner 
(Becker 9, Big Lake 8.), In 
the second regular season 
game, Big Lake came out the 
winner with a one goal differ-
ential at 7-6. 

“We knew that Becker 
would be a tough and evenly 
matched team for our section 
matchup,” said Hartfiel. 

In the first few minutes 

Becker had taken the lead, 
but was quickly answered 
with a goal by Big Lake Ju-
nior Amelia Gardner (assisted 
by Freshman Sloane Griesert) 
to tie the game at 1-1. 

Becker would go up by 
two goals making it a 3-1 
lead, but that was answered 
again by Gardner and Gries-
ert to make it 3-2. Little did 
they know, their magic would 
disappear as they struggled to 
slow Becker who ran away 
with the game halfway into 
the first half and were up 13-2 
at the horn. 

“We tried our best to 
decrease Becker’s scoring 
chances by moving a couple 
players around, which did 
slow the scoring though it 
was too little too late,” said 
Hartfiel.

Big Lake’s final goal was 
made by Gardner to complete 
the hat trick for the evening. 

“This was a tough way 
to end such a positive sea-

son,” said Big Lake’s head 
coach. “These girls have im-
proved their skills and have 
found ways to win this sea-
son — just to come up short 
when we needed it. I can’t say 
enough how proud I am of all 
our players this season from 
the returning seniors to the 
newly added underclassman.” 

Hartfiel says the coaches 
and players will certainly 
miss their senior class, both 
in their skills and leadership. 

“We will graduate six 
senior players this season in-
cluding Alynna Acosta, Ana 
Baxter, Ella Beach, Autumn 
Grunewald, Madison Farn-
sworth, and Jade Sager,” she 
said. “We also graduated 
two senior managers Jaycie 
Bergherr and Ryesha Lester. 
We’d like to wish them all 
the best in their future plans 
and future adventures. Thank 
you all for an outstanding sea-
son!”

THE BIG LAKE GIRLS LACROSSE TEAM had an inspiring season under Head Coach Lindsey Hartfiel and 
the program has a bright future despite losing in the first round of the section playoffs on Monday. 
(Submitted Photo).

Hornets lose to Becker in Section playoffs

By Bill Morgan, Editor, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

CHAMBER  from page 1

U.S. CHAMBER OF COM-
MERCE Manager of Congres-
sional and Public Affairs Ethan 
Hellier gave a presentation on 
federal issues. (Patriot Photo 
by Carol Hanson).

weeks of the increased taxes 
residents will face in the com-
ing year. License tabs will go 
up. Deliveries over $100 will 
have a road maintenance sur-
charge of 50 cents. State bud-
get was increased by nearly 
40% in the next 2 years, in-
cluding 400 employees for 
the paid leave program. 

Education received 
increased funds but also 
increased mandates.  The Re-
publicans were able to negoti-

ate an additional $300 million 
for nursing homes.

U.S. Chamber Senior 
Manager of the Midwest 
Region Ethan Hellier shared 
information about their Lib-
erty Coalition to expand the 
number of legal immigrants 
and protect the borders.  He 
also reported on the federal 
debt ceiling legislation with 
spending caps for the next 2 
years going through Congress 
before the June 5th deadline 

for potential default.
Big Lake Chamber 

Executive Director Gloria 
Vande Brake encouraged 
businesses and employers 
to work with their attorneys 
and tax accountants to meet 
the various mandates.  With 
the legalization of marijuana 
in August, employee policies 
may need to be reviewed.  A 
mandatory paid earned sick 
and safe time of up to 48 
hours is effective in January 

2024 and may conflict with 
an employer’s current paid 
time-off policies.  The Cham-
ber will provide a timeline of 
these new mandates in their 
newsletters.
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Happy Father’s Day!

Area News

Whether you’re buying, building or refinancing, 
I’ll make it easy for you!

Home Loans FASTER & CHEAPER!

I'll get you home!

Jessica Martineau-Tellegen
763-458-1008 jessica_m@libertybankmn.com

NMLS# 1493691

or visit online at: libertyapply.com
NMLS# 411232

Monticello VFW
uss dorchester post 8731

Breakfast Every Day

713 S Cedar St, Monticello (corner of 94 & Hwy 25)
763-295-3792 • Open daily 8am - 2am

Happy Hour & Pull Tabs

MEAT RAFFLES  SAT. & SUN. At 3pm
Bingo Tuesday Nights at 6:45PM

Gambling Lic. #00357

Mon. thru Sat., 8am - 11am  • Sun., 8am to noon

closing Christmas Eve at 4pm. We will 
re-open Sunday, Dec. 26 at 8am

Merry Christmas!

Meat Raffle as usual Sun., Dec. 26 at 3pm

Bring in this ad for $1.00 OFF any drink 
Exp. 01/01/22

Meat Raffles
Saturdays & Sundays at 3pm

Father’s Day 
BUFFET

Sun., June 18, 2023
FROM 9AM-1PM

$18.95 FOR ADULTS
$13.50 FOR KIDS

KIDS 5 & UNDER EAT 
FREE

Congratualtions Graduates!

Buffet to include:
• Scrambled Eggs Plain & with meat • Breakfast 

Potatoes • Biscuits/Gravy • Sausage Links, Bacon and 
Smoked Sausage • Caramel Cinnamon Rolls & Bars 
• Ham • Broasted Chicken • Mashed/Brown Gravy 

• Sliced Roast Beef • Italian Pasta Salad 
• Salad Bar w/fixings & Fresh Fruit

June 18, 2023

Minnesota Gold and Silver Exchange
Open Mon-Fri, 10am-5pm

WE BUYWE BUY
Gold, Silver & Coins

FREE Evaluation and Cash Offers
We Make House Calls

Licensed and Bonded by the State of Minnesota
5 Star Rating • Private and Confidential

Our showroom is open to the public! 
COUPON

Bring in this ad and receive
$10 Bonus

On sold collections over $100
$10 Bonus

1615 1st St. S. • St. Cloud
320-259-0233 • mngoldsilver.com

Keller Lake Commons in Big Lake, now an Assisted Living Community 
offering full apartments ranging from 644 to 956 square feet. Cable is included in rents 

for private pay and housing support (formerly known as GRH) renters. Accepting EW and 
CADI. For more information please contact Nicole Gilder, Housing Director at 

763-263-2363 or check us out online at www.kellerlakecommons.com

For the first time in pro-
gram history, three Becker 
Bulldogs will be represent-
ing the program in this year’s 

MSHSL State Tennis Tour-
nament after a stellar Section 
8AA tournament.

Zach Bengtson fought 
his way to the Section sin-
gles title to qualify, while his 
brother Ryan teamed up with 
Eli Scheideman to win the 
doubles title and the dynamic 
duo’s third trip to state.  

Coach Hokan Bengtson 
was ecstatic with his team’s 
play throughout the Section 
meet.

“I am so proud of our 
kids,” Bengtson said after the 
final match.  “It was a historic 
day!  Our kids all made the 
semi-final round and were 
battling to advance to the state 
tourney.”

With the entire Bulldog 
team qualifying for state a 
week earlier, this means there 
will be plenty of Becker Blue 
on the courts at this week’s 
team and individual tourna-
ments.

Zach Bengtson came 
into the tournament as the #1 
seed in the Section and he had 
to beat the best of the best to 
earn his trip to state. 

He opened with a win 
over his opponent from 
Bemidji, then defeated the 
Runner-up from Monticello.  
In the finals, he downed St. 
Cloud’s #1 player in what his 
dad and coach called “a three-
set thriller”.

Bengtson lost the first 
set 1-6, but came storming 
back to win the next two sets 

by scores of 7-5 to secure the 
title.

Scheideman and Ryan 
Bengtson were also seeded #1 

and they opened 
with a 6-1, 6-2 
win over the top 
team from Moor-

head before having to take on 
teammates Nick Gruber and 
Max Haugen in the semifi-
nals.  A win in that match set 
them up for a finals tilt against 
the top team from Alexandria 
where it was a straight set, 
6-2, 7-6 (4) victory for the 
Bulldogs.

“Eli and Ryan played 
great today,” their coach said 
after the match.

Scheideman took time 
after securing his third state 
tournament qualification to 
reflect on his season.

“This is a special team 
that will have lifelong rela-
tionships with each other . . . 
it has been a goal of ours all 
year and to make it to state,” 
Scheideman said.  “It’s also 
a very big testament to this 
team and how much the 
extra work after practice 
goes a long way.  It’s a com-
bination of great coaching, 
strong leadership and buy-in 
from the top to bottom of the 
lineup that has made this team 
special. Hopefully, it makes 
younger kids in this town ex-
cited to be a part of the tennis 
program.”

Coach Bengtson also 
noted the efforts of his other 
athletes who made it to the 
semifinals.

Gruber and Haugen had 
started the day with an upset 

of the #2 team from Bemidji 
before falling to their Bulldog 
teammates.  In the 3rd place 
match, they lost to the #1 dou-
bles team from St. Cloud and 
finished 4th overall.

In the singles bracket, 
Troy Nuest finished fourth.  
He started the day with an 
upset of his own over the #1 
seed from Sartell before los-
ing a very close match to the 
player who finished second to 
Zach Bengtson.  

“Then Troy battled hard 
for the third set but in the 
end didn’t have enough shots 
to beat the #1 singles player 
from Monticello,” Bengtson 
said.

The MSHSL state tennis 
tournament will be held June 
6-9 at the U of MN Baseline 
Tennis Center.  

FOR THE THIRD TIME in their illustrious tennis careers, Eli 
Scheideman and Ryan Bengtson will be making an appearance at 
the MSHSL Doubles StateTennis Tournament. (Submitted Photo).

Bulldogs send 3 to MSHSL Tennis Tournament

By Mark Kolbinger, Contributing Writer
production@patriotnewsmn.com

WITH A SECTION TITLE UNDER 
HIS BELT Bulldog Zach Bengtson 
earned himself a spot at the 
State Class AA Singles Tennis 
Tournament. (Submitted Photo).

Last Wednesday, the 
Becker boys and girls track 
teams competed in the Mis-
sissippi8 Championship meet 

held in Big Lake, with the 
girls finishing 4th and the 
boys taking 2nd place.

The boys team finished 
just behind Cambridge-Isanti 
in their bid for the title, with 
the Bluejackets scoring 137.5 
points to the Bulldogs’ 122.5

“We had multiple 
All-Conference perfor-
mances,” Coach Paul 
Schmidt said. 

For the Conference 
Meet, individuals finishing 
1st through 4th and relays 
finishing 1st or 2nd earn 
All-Conference status, while 
honorable mention status is 
bestowed upon individuals 

finishing 5th through 8th or 
3rd and 4th place relay teams.

Carter Reckelberg 
earned All-Conference hon-

ors in all four of 
his events, in-
cluding breaking 
his previous long 

jump record by leaping 23’ 
7.5” to win that event.  Car-
ter also won the triple jump 
at 44’ 1” and was part of 
the 4x100 relay team that 
won with a time of 43.75 
(additional relay team mem-
bers were Julias Hendricks, 
Mitchell Soltau, and Logan 
Eisele).  

Eisele and Reckelberg 
then earned All-Conference 
honors by taking 2nd and 3rd 
in the 200 meters with times 
of 22.54 and 22.86, respec-
tively.  

Tyson Ricker earned the 
honors in both the 1600 with 
a first-place time of 4:26.34 

and in the 800 with a second 
place time of 2:05.69.  

Owen Angel won the 
pole vault with a new school 
record of 14’8” and won the 
110 hurdles with a time of 
15.40. He also placed 3rd 
in the 300 IH with a time of 
41.62.  

“All three of these events 
earned Owen All-Conference 
honors,” Schmidt said.  An-
gell added honorable mention 
status by placing 6th in the 
high jump with a leap of 5’8”. 

Becker also had hon-
orable mention all confer-
ence athletes in several other 
events, including Alex Weiss 
in the 400 meters with a per-
sonal best time of 53.73, plac-
ing 7th.  Soltau placed 5th in 
the 100 with a personal best 
time of 11.57, while Parker 
Spindler earned a 5th place 
finish in the 1600 with a time 
of 4:41.64.

Tanner Felton finished 
in 8th place with a time of 
4:48.97 in the same event, 
while Spindler added a 7th 
in the 3200 with a time of 
10:31.32.  

Julias Hendricks added 
to the list of honorable men-
tion athletes, his being in the 
long jump with a personal 
best 21’ 6”, good for 7th 
place.

Girls
“We finished a respect-

able 4th as a team and had 
7 PR performances and 5 
season best performances,” 
Coach Trish Reimer-Kealy 
said of the girls team perfor-
mance.

7th grader Adele Chan-
gamire was the conference 
champion in the 1600 meters 
with a PR time of 5:18.49.  

“She ran a good race 
with some very good compe-
tition and is was an exciting 

finish,” Reimer-Kealy said. 
“Adele also earned All-Con-
ference in the 800 meters 
by placing 2nd in a time of 
2:26.83 in a close race.  This 
can be a tough double and 
she really put forth a couple 
of good races.”

Hannah Dierkes ran well 
in the 400 where she placed 
2nd with her PR time of 
61.45, while Kaylyn Rickard 
ran her best 400 of the season 
(54.76) to place 4th.

Lauren Woelfel placed 
2nd in the pole vault, eclips-
ing 10’10 and had a PR in the 
triple jump (33’0) for 5th. 

“Our other All-Confer-
ence award was for the 4x800 
relay team of Dani Nuest, 
Katelyn Brower, Brooklyn 
Karel and Alea Briggs with a 
season best time of 10:10.30 
finishing 2nd,” Reimer-Kealy 
said.

Junior Kylee Morton 

earned PR marks in all 3 of 
her individual events along 
with running the 4x100 relay, 
as she placed 5th in the 100 
(13.14), 7th in the 200 (27.37) 
and 6th in the long jump 
(16’6”) to earn honorable 
mention status.

Other honorable mention 
awards included: Alea Briggs 
(800 4x400), Olivia Babler 
(3200), Raelee Lyon (100 
hurdles and 4x100), Reese 
Hausmann (4x100 ), Salayna 
Allen (100, 4x100), Dani 
Nuest (4x200, 4x400), Abby 
Atwood (4x200), Kailey 
Thompson (4x200), Dierkes 
(4x200, 4x400), Changamire 
(4x400), Woelfel (triple 
jump) and Olivia Maunu 
(shot put).

Bulldog track competes at Mississippi 8 Conference meet

By Mark Kolbinger, Contributing Writer
production@patriotnewsmn.com
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Better Price, Value and Service • Over 50 years experience

off when you purchase a new 
furnace and air conditioner

off when you purchase either a 
new furnace or air conditioner

off service call

$500
$250
$25

Dave’s Heating and Air

Call to schedule your 
appointment today

763-227-2186 • Big Lake, MN
1947davidroberts@gmail.com

Dave’s Heating and Air

Business & professional services  directory

935 Clearwater Professional Building
(320) 558-2201

Mon.: 8:30-4:30 • Tue.: 9-5 • Wed.: 8:30-4:30
ALSO: 1500 Northway Drive, St. Cloud

Member of American 
Academy of Dental 

Group Practice Bethany Blonigen, DDS
Brent Deragisch, DDS

“A Reason 
to Smile!”

DentalAttorneys

PETERSON - 
GRIMSMO

FUNERAL CHAPEL
Serving your 

community since 1933
250 East Broadway

Monticello, MN 55362
763-295-2918

Our family serving yours!

Funeral

Serving the Metro &
Surrounding Areas Since 1967

www.c-sblacktopping.com
Major Credit Cards accepted 

FREE ESTIMATES
aa  ““ggrreeeenn””  ppaavviinngg  ccoonnttrraaccttoorr

RESIDENTIAL COMMERCIAL
PAVING CONTRACTORS

763.428.2225

Blacktopping

NEED PAVING?
WE’RE READY TO ROLL!
Custom Asphalt & Concrete 

Exclusive to the area
WHAT IS FIBER-MIX?

Omann Brothers has acquired the 
best asphalt product on the market 
that is more durable for driveways!

Delivering quality workmanship to 
residential & commercial for over 40 years. 
CALL TODAY -FREE ESTIMATES!

Albertville, MN
763-497-8259

www.omanninc.com

Brothers Paving Inc.

Paving

Auctions

•••••• UPCOMING AUCTIONS ••••••

THIS IS A PARTIAL LISTING. B.P. & MN tax applies. 
See website for more: 
www.midwestauctions.com/sharer 
Keith Sharer Auction Service

320-267-1963

3825 Shadowood Dr. NE. Sauk Rapids, MN  
Directions: St. Cloud, E. on Hwy 23 Left 0n 40th (Follow Signs)

SUNDAY  
JUNE 4TH @ 11:00 AM

ESTATE & CONSIGNMENT 

SUNDAY  
JUNE 11TH @ 11:00 AM 

ESTATE & CONSIGNMENT

Antiques & collectibles, 
Household & décor’, Furniture, 

Tools & outdoor, Yard & garden

WEDNESDAY  
JUNE 7TH @ 4:00 PM

ESTATE & CONSIGNMENT 

15920 Hwy. 10, Becker • 763-262-0871

MULCH • ROCK • BLACK DIRT • SAND
Additional products available!
We can load or delivery available!
Open to the public 
Mon. - Fri., 8am to 5pm 
and Sat., 8am to noon

Landscaping

Looking to 
advertise? 

Call 
763.275.0275 

today!

Providers of General and 
Coordinated Specialty 

Dentistry

Dr. Dean Calpas
Dr. Beth Amundson

Dr. Kira Powell

763-263-7100
FAX: 763-263-7114

20460 County Road 11 NW
Big Lake, MN 55309

www.monticellodentalcenter.com

Nice, clean line of farm equipment located at 
14914 281st Ave. NW Zimmerman, MN.

AUCTION OPENS JUNE 5 AND CLOSES JUNE 15
Preview Date Sat., June 3, 9am-1pm or by appt.

• 1993 Ford F250 XLT Extended Cab, 4WD 
pickup, AT, 6.2 Diesel Engine, 8-ft. Box, Spring 
Hitch • 2001 ABU 7x28 Triple Axle Flat Bed 
Trailer with Ramps, 5K Axles • New Holland 
166 Hay Inverter, Ser#912885 • New 
Holland 166 Hay Inverter Ser#850897 

• (6) 9’x19’ Hay Racks on Notch 9 Ton Wagons, Steel Backs with Hitches, Telescopic Poles, 16” 
Tires • John Deere 4000 Diesel Tractor • John Deere 3010 Diesel Tractor • John Deere 3020 
Diesel Tractor • John Deere 4430 Diesel Tractor

Randy & Darlene Zeroth, Owners  — 612-961-7441 
meagherauctioneers.com

ZIMMERMAN, MN AREA RETIREMENT ONLINE
 FARM EQUIPMENT AUCTION

1993 Ford F250 XLT Extended Cab, 4 Wheel Drive Pickup, AT, 6.2 Diesel Engine, 8 Ft. Box, Spring Hitch
2001 ABU 7’x28’ Triple Axle Flat Bed Trailer with Ramps, 5K Axles
New Holland 166 Hay Inverter, Ser#912885
New Holland 166 Hay Inverter, Ser#850897
(6) 9’ x 19’ Hay Racks on Notch 9 Ton Wagons, Steel Backs with Hitches, Telescopic Poles, 16” Tires
Lindsay Ray Cunningham & Sons No. 8 Hay Conditioner on Rubber, Steel Rollers
10 Ft. Grain Sweep with 1 H.P. Electric Motor
Poly Grain Hopper
McCormick P&O 2 Bottom Plow on Steel
John Deere 4-16 Semi Mount Trip Bottom Plow
John Deere 12’ Tandem Disk on Rubber
John Deere 12’ Tandem Disk on Rubber (For Parts)
Auxiliary Fuel Tank, Fits 4430
DMI HD Truck Rear Bumper/Hitch
John Deere Narrow Front, Fits 3010
Winco 15KW Generator
5 Section Spike Tooth Harrow on Cart
Several Rolls of Hydraulic Hose Wrap, Various Widths
(2) Round Bale Feeders
Several Board Feet of White Oak 2x6 Lumber
Fuel Barrel on Stand
300 Gallon Stainless Steel Bulk Tank (No Compressor)

Celebrating  111  1912-2023
Years As Your

Complete Auction Service Leaders
St. Joseph & Paynesville

www.MeagherAuctioneers.com

Register and Bid:
https://bid.meagherauctioneers.com
320-250-2958 • License 73-0500011
Email: info@meagherauctioneers.com

ZIMMERMAN, MN AREA RETIREMENT ONLINE
FARM EQUIPMENT AUCTION

NICE CLEAN LINE OF FARM EQUIPMENT
Located at 14914 281st Ave NW Zimmerman, MN.

RANDY & DARLENE ZEROTH
OWNERS 612-961-7441

John Deere 4430 Diesel Tractor
Sound Gard Cab, Air, Heat, Quad 

Shift Transmission, Dual Hydraulic, 
18.4 x 38 Rubber, 3 Point, 

540/1000 PTO, Ser.#070882R, 
Shows 8,302 Hours

John Deere 4000 Diesel Tractor
Turbo, Dual Hydraulic, Side Console, 

Synchro Transmission, Dual 
Hydraulic, 18.4 x 38 Rubber, 

3 Point, Ser#219898R, 
Shows 7,062 Hours

1998 Ford Expedition
Eddie Bauer Package, 4 Wheel Drive, 

Triton 5.4 Gas Engine, 209K

216 Raised Calf/Livestock 
Individual Stalls

19” x 5.5’, Steel Slats, Neck Chains 
Water & Grain Buckets, 

To Be Sold in (4) 54 Section Lots

New Holland 1411 Discbine
with Applicator & Pump, New 

Gearbox

(2) Hoelscher 100
10 Bale Forks

with Skidloader Mounts

GSI 6000 Bushel 
21 Ft. Grain Bin

John Deere 3020 Diesel Tractor
Power Shift, Dual Hydraulic, 
3 Point, 18.4 x 34 Rubber, 

Ser#110587R, 
Shows 8,024 Hours, Approximately 

3000 Hours on Engine Overhaul

John Deere 3010 Diesel Tractor
3 Point, Synchro Transmission, 

15.5 x 38 Rubber, 
Ser#2690, 

Shows 6,949 Hours

AUCTION OPENS JUNE 5TH AND CLOSES ON JUNE 15TH
PREVIEW DATE: JUNE 03 9:00 A.M.-1:00 P.M. - Or by Appointment

Case International 8545 Baler
with Hoelscher Model 1000 

10 Bale Accumulator

1993 Ford F250 XLT Extended Cab, 4 Wheel Drive Pickup, AT, 6.2 Diesel Engine, 8 Ft. Box, Spring Hitch
2001 ABU 7’x28’ Triple Axle Flat Bed Trailer with Ramps, 5K Axles
New Holland 166 Hay Inverter, Ser#912885
New Holland 166 Hay Inverter, Ser#850897
(6) 9’ x 19’ Hay Racks on Notch 9 Ton Wagons, Steel Backs with Hitches, Telescopic Poles, 16” Tires
Lindsay Ray Cunningham & Sons No. 8 Hay Conditioner on Rubber, Steel Rollers
10 Ft. Grain Sweep with 1 H.P. Electric Motor
Poly Grain Hopper
McCormick P&O 2 Bottom Plow on Steel
John Deere 4-16 Semi Mount Trip Bottom Plow
John Deere 12’ Tandem Disk on Rubber
John Deere 12’ Tandem Disk on Rubber (For Parts)
Auxiliary Fuel Tank, Fits 4430
DMI HD Truck Rear Bumper/Hitch
John Deere Narrow Front, Fits 3010
Winco 15KW Generator
5 Section Spike Tooth Harrow on Cart
Several Rolls of Hydraulic Hose Wrap, Various Widths
(2) Round Bale Feeders
Several Board Feet of White Oak 2x6 Lumber
Fuel Barrel on Stand
300 Gallon Stainless Steel Bulk Tank (No Compressor)

Celebrating  111  1912-2023
Years As Your

Complete Auction Service Leaders
St. Joseph & Paynesville

www.MeagherAuctioneers.com

Register and Bid:
https://bid.meagherauctioneers.com
320-250-2958 • License 73-0500011
Email: info@meagherauctioneers.com

ZIMMERMAN, MN AREA RETIREMENT ONLINE
FARM EQUIPMENT AUCTION

NICE CLEAN LINE OF FARM EQUIPMENT
Located at 14914 281st Ave NW Zimmerman, MN.

RANDY & DARLENE ZEROTH
OWNERS 612-961-7441

John Deere 4430 Diesel Tractor
Sound Gard Cab, Air, Heat, Quad 

Shift Transmission, Dual Hydraulic, 
18.4 x 38 Rubber, 3 Point, 

540/1000 PTO, Ser.#070882R, 
Shows 8,302 Hours

John Deere 4000 Diesel Tractor
Turbo, Dual Hydraulic, Side Console, 

Synchro Transmission, Dual 
Hydraulic, 18.4 x 38 Rubber, 

3 Point, Ser#219898R, 
Shows 7,062 Hours

1998 Ford Expedition
Eddie Bauer Package, 4 Wheel Drive, 

Triton 5.4 Gas Engine, 209K

216 Raised Calf/Livestock 
Individual Stalls

19” x 5.5’, Steel Slats, Neck Chains 
Water & Grain Buckets, 

To Be Sold in (4) 54 Section Lots

New Holland 1411 Discbine
with Applicator & Pump, New 

Gearbox

(2) Hoelscher 100
10 Bale Forks

with Skidloader Mounts

GSI 6000 Bushel 
21 Ft. Grain Bin

John Deere 3020 Diesel Tractor
Power Shift, Dual Hydraulic, 
3 Point, 18.4 x 34 Rubber, 

Ser#110587R, 
Shows 8,024 Hours, Approximately 

3000 Hours on Engine Overhaul

John Deere 3010 Diesel Tractor
3 Point, Synchro Transmission, 

15.5 x 38 Rubber, 
Ser#2690, 

Shows 6,949 Hours

AUCTION OPENS JUNE 5TH AND CLOSES ON JUNE 15TH
PREVIEW DATE: JUNE 03 9:00 A.M.-1:00 P.M. - Or by Appointment

Case International 8545 Baler
with Hoelscher Model 1000 

10 Bale Accumulator

John Deere 4430 Diesel Tractor

LUNDEEN AUCTION

Large Estate Auction
Saturday, June 10 @ 10am

Estate of Robert (Bob) Lindberg/
Roxanne Lindberg, Owner

43819 Co. Rd. 7, Browerville, MN 56438
From U.S. Hwy. 10, turn W on Co. Rd. 7 for 
8 miles, auction located on left. From State 
Hwy. 210, turn S on Co. Rd. 7, go 6.3 miles, 

auction located on right

JD Tractor, Chevrolet Pickup, Van, 
Ford Ranger, Trailers, Shipping 

Container, Firearms, Anvil, Mowers, 
Wood Splitter, Tools, Shop & MORE!

  

Bob was in the trucking business for 50 years.  We 
will be selling his entire collection of tools and 

truck parts used for the trucking business.   
Forklift, Pickup, Honda Goldwing 

SemiTrailer, Truck Parts, Trucking Equip. 
Many Name-brand Tools and Shop Equipment 

Welders & Power Tools 
Chains; Binders; Items Common to the trucking 

business 
Signs & Collectibles  -  Office Equipment & More! 

Location: 1301 
Cedar St.  Monti-

cello, MN  

 Auctioneers -  Derek Lundeen #86-86  & Kirk Aslin  
(612) 280-1725—No buyer’s premium  

lundeenauction.com

628 Roosevelt Rd., Suite 101
St. Cloud, MN 56301

320-774-3789

Having eye problems?

Accepting all major insurance including Medicare.

www.eaofcm.com

Having eye problems?

Specializing in:
• Cataracts
• Glaucoma
• Dry Eyes

• Diabetic Eye    
   Disease
• Macular  
   Degeneration

• Blurred Vision
• All Other Eye  
   Disorders
• Routine Eye Exams

Dr. Mitchell 
Gossman

We can help!We can help!

“Dr. Gossman did an amazing job with 
my cataract surgery. I would highly 
recommend him!” 
— Mary Nehring, Cataract Surgery patient

The Becker girls golf 
team completed their con-
ference season last week 

and came away with the 
Mississippi8 title for the 
third straight season.

The Bulldogs finished 
up last Wednesday at Purple 
Hawk golf course in Cam-
bridge and Layla Mathews 
won the meet medalist hon-
ors by firing an impressive 
round of 83.  Teammate 
Alexa Voller was close 
behind and finished in sec-
ond place with a round of 
86, while Emma Benson 
chipped in an 8th place fin-
ish with a score of 97.

For the round, Becker 
finished with a first place 
score of 366, 11 strokes 
ahead of the Wildcats from 
Chicago Lakes.

Not only did Becker 
claim first at the meet, but 
the season totals showed the 
Bulldogs easily claiming the 
conference title once again.

For the seven meet to-
tals, Becker came in with 
2,515 total strokes, whereas 
the Wildcats were second 
with 2,635.  The Bulldogs’ 
average for the 7 conference 
rounds was 359, a full 17 
shots better than their clos-
est foe.

The Bulldogs also dom-
inated in the individual scor-
ing, as Voller was named the 
Conference Medalist with 
an average score of 83.6 
for her rounds.  Mathews 

was close behind in second 
place in the M8 with an av-
erage of 84.6 strokes.  Ben-

son finished 4th 
overall at a clip 
of 87.2 strokes 
per round, while 

Avery Johnson was 12th.  
All four Bulldogs earned 
All-Conference honors for 
the season by finishing in 
the top 12 golfers in the M8.

“The girls took home 
some hardware today,” 
Coach Anna Babler said 
immediately following the 
match.  “We claimed the 
Conference Champ title for 
the third consecutive year, 
Alexa came in the top spot 
as conference medalist and 
four of our six Varsity girls 
were named All Confer-

ence!”
The team was sched-

uled to start Section play on 
Thursday at the Headwa-
ters course in Park Rapids.  

Complete results will be 
carried in next week’s Pa-
triot.

ALEXA VOLLER  had a great 
season on the links for the 
Becker girls golf team and was 
named the Medalist for the 
Mississippi8 Conference. (Sub-
mitted Photo).

Bulldog girls drive 
away with 3rd title

By Mark Kolbinger, Contributing Writer
production@patriotnewsmn.com

THE BECKER GIRLS GOLF TEAM won their third consecutive Missis-
sippi8 Conference golf title, and four Bulldogs were named to the 
All-Conference team. (Submitted Photo).
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Oak Park
Co-op Creamery

320.968.7864320.968.7864 16623 Ironwood RD NE, Oak Park, MN
Store hours: M-F 8 to 5 & Sat 8 to 12Store hours: M-F 8 to 5 & Sat 8 to 12

4# Glyphosate $2695

HUBBARD, HEIMS 
& PURINA FEEDS

Spring Is Here!Spring Is Here!

Fly Control Supplements
/Gal

RENK, ENESTVEDT, MUSTANG, RENK, ENESTVEDT, MUSTANG, 
RJ HUNT AND PETERSON RJ HUNT AND PETERSON 

SEEDS AVAILABLE!SEEDS AVAILABLE!Jim Splinter 
Realtor®

320-980-0560

Ron Sherwood 
Realtor®

763-442-5949

Rick Seagraves 
Realtor®

320-282-5656

Nancy Loidolt 
Realtor®

651-235-3709

Patrick Splinter
Realtor®

612-437-1383

Candice Lehn 
Realtor®

763-744-6124

EDINA REALTY 
ANNANDALE

Located on Main Street, 
64 Oak Ave., S.

Lisa Peterson 
Realtor®

320-282-5193

• Waterfront
• Residential
• Acreage
• Hobby Farms

PREMIER 
LISTING 
SPECIALISTS 
FOR...

The smoothest sale for the most 
amount of money requires a tried 
and proven marketing plan that is 
customized for each property.

IF YOU’RE THINKING OF A MOVE, CALL US!

Enjoy views of the golf course!
2 BR, 3 Bath, light filled patio home. 13766 Bradley Blvd, Becker. 
Many updates, stainless steel appliances 2019, roof 2022, A/C 2022. 
In floor heat under updated LVP flooring. High end blinds and some 
new light fixtures. Large W/I closets for plenty of storage. Updated 
open living space is filled with south and west light. Close to the 
center of the city in most cases walking distance to restaurants, 
grocery store, golf course, library, community center and large 
park with miles of walking paths. Close to high school for Friday 
Night Lights Football. No backyard neighbors. Patio is set back from 
adjoining neighbor for privacy. $364,900. MLS # 6361942. Contact 
Nancy Loidolt at 651-235-3709.

GREAT FISHING & 
BOAT RIDES

OPEN HOUSE 
Sat., June 3 
10am-noon

Come and see what the lake life is all about!
Meticulously maintained home is a rare find with a perfect mix of 
lake oasis, additional buildings for storage, gradual & extremely 
manageable slope to gorgeous sandy lakeshore, & turn key. 3 BR, 
3 Bath. Walk out LL opens up to an amazing patio overlooking your 
100’+ of lakeshore. 2 car attached garage opens up to a mud room 
with laundry. Kitchen updated with all new granite countert3512 
142nd Street NW,  Silver Creek Twp. - Lockeops, tile backsplash & 
new SS appl. Carpet updated in LR & BR May, 2022, W/D new in 2019. 
32x28 pole bldg w/garage doors on both ends; 16x23 bunkhouse for 
additional guests. $644,000. MLS #6378552. Contact Rick Seagraves 
(320) 282-5656.

UPDATED OPEN 
LIVING SPACE

S6Rich Gorka, Andover

Expires 6/30/23

Expires 6/30/23

WWW.STEILINS.COM

Vice President
NMLS 402524
(763) 271-7216

Cory Nuest

New construction • Renovations
Home improvements • Refinancing

Morgage Loans • Home Equity Loans

 NMLS 458038 • Member FDIC

                              solutions.solutions.

You have 
     home goals.

 We have

June 11-17, 2023

Looking for 
Parade Participants 

Volunteers

For everything 
Freedom Days, Go to: 

www.beckerfreedomdays.com

The Becker softball team 
won its opening section con-
test last week with a 5-3 win 
over Monticello, while Coach 
Jason Baune also announced 
that three of his players 
earned a berth in the All Star 
Series.

In last Thursday’s sec-
tion win over the Magic, the 
Bulldogs struck first with 
some great two-out hitting in 
the bottom of the first. 

After the first two Bull-
dog hitters were retired, 
Hannah Bartlett singled and 
Nevaeh Gardner followed 
with a walk.  That brought 
up Evelyn Kreft, who hit a 
missile over the fence in left 
center field for a 3-0 lead.  
Kurstyn Patnode was dom-
inant on the mound, as she 
continued to mow down the 
Magic batters and the score 
remained 3-0 until the bottom 
of the fourth.  

Jackie Neumann reached 
on a Magic error, Allie Dun-
combe followed with a walk 
and Kennedy Drehmel sin-
gled to drive in Neumann, 
making the score 4-0.  

In the bottom of the 
fifth, Maddie Sherman added 
what turned out to be an im-
portant insurance run with a 
solo home run to lead off the 
inning.  After a quick sixth 
inning, the Magic rallied in 
the top of the seventh.  Two 
walks, three singles and a 
Bulldog error allowed three 
runs to score and put run-
ners at second and third with 
two-outs, but a ground out to 
Norah Fitzpatrick ended the 
rally and gave Becker the 5-3 
win.

Kreft and Bartlett led 
Becker at the plate with two 
hits each, while Patnode 
picked up the win going all 
seven innings, allowing three 
runs, two earned, on five hits.  
She walked four and struck 
out nine.

With the win, Becker 
advanced to the winner’s 
bracket final against St. Fran-
cis at noon on Wednesday.  

All Stars
Baune also announced 

this week that three of his 
players had been selected 
among 88 seniors from 
across Minnesota to play 
in the Minnesota Fastpitch 
Coaches Association All-Star 
Series on Sunday, June 11th 
in Mankato. 

“Kurstyn Patnode, Han-
nah Bartlett and Nevaeh 
Gardner were each selected 
by the Coaches Association 
to play and another senior, 
Maddie Sherman, would 
have likely been selected as 
well, but is unable to attend 
due to college orientation,” 
Baune said.

Patnode has started for 
the Bulldogs since eighth 
grade, and was a part of the 
2019 team that finished fourth 
in state.  She played a key role 
in the 2021 state champion-
ship team, including hitting 
the winning home run in the 
state quarterfinals and a 3-run 
homer in the 7th inning of the 
state championship game.  

She plans to attend 
MSU-Mankato in their den-
tal hygiene program, and play 
softball.

Bartlett has been a three-
year starter for the Bulldogs 
at first base, including on 
the 2021 state championship 
team.  

Hannah is a senior 
captain on this year’s team 
and plans to attend MSU-
Mankato to major in elemen-
tary education.

Gardner is a two-year 
starter for the Bulldogs and 
provides great power in the 
heart of the lineup as she 
leads the Bulldogs with five 
home runs this year after hit-
ting three as a junior.  

She is a senior captain 
this year and plans to attend 
the University of North Da-
kota as a part of their aviation 
program.

All three Bulldog seniors 
will attend the MFCA Hall of 
Fame/All-Star Banquet on the 
morning of June 11th before 
heading to Caswell Park to 
play two games in the All-
Star Series in the afternoon.  

Bulldog 
softball 
advances in 
playoffs

By Mark Kolbinger, 
Contributing Writer

FRIBERG  from page 1
Duty and Honor
After the war was over, he was part of a crew that was 

sent to the areas around Japan to pick up Americans who 
had become prisoners of war.  It was dangerous duty, but 
he can still remember how frail the prisoners looked. 

“We had to be very careful because of the mines in the 
water,” Friberg recalls.  “Those guys we picked up were 
just skin and bones.”

With all of the memories of his service in World War 
II, Friberg counts himself as one of the lucky ones.

“I don’t think I did much compared to some of those 
guys,” Friberg says.  “I guess I was one of the lucky ones.”

On November 7, 1945, Bill was honorably discharged 
from military service.

Post-War
Once Bill settled into civilian life, he worked for the 

VA before settling in for a 35 year career with Northern 
States Power.

He also became an avid golfer, something he did until 
he was 95 years old.  How good was his swing?  Four 
holes-in-one.  What else would one expect from Bill Frib-
erg, a member of the Greatest Generation — 100 years on 
Earth and going strong.

BILL FRIBERG blew out the candles on his birthday cake as his 
wife, JoAnn (right) looked on. (Patriot Photo by Carol Hanson).

increased area inside as well as a large green space for outdoor fun and fellowship. Park-
ing issues that were a challenge at the former facility have now been resolved.

Pastor Gerry and Sarah Bass and staff are anticipating getting settled in their new 
home soon and renovation of the building has not deterred them from moving forward. 
The former location has been emptied and demolition/reconstruction of the new location 
has begun. 

As the congregation can’t meet inside just yet, their first gathering on Sun., June 4 
will be in the parking lot. 

(A throwback to the distance mandates of the Pandemic days — it’ll be a Drive-in 
Church!) 

The members will be pulling out the hay wagons;  and the worship team and podium 
will be placed up on the bed. If the weather allows, parishioners are encouraged to bring 
their lawn chairs. Private automobile seating will also be allowed (horn blowing may be 
substituted for clapping).

The OCC community feels a sense of excitement and they are extending an invitation 
for all to join them in their new season of adventure.

OAKWOOD  from page 1
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Aaliyah Suzanne McCabe Elisabeth Adrianna 
Violet Pintok

Alec Jerome Kapsner Alexis Rose Kison Allie Marie Thompson Allie Paige Earney Alynna Tachelle Acosta Alyssa Christine Hoss

Amado Cole Espinosa Amaya J Clark Andraya Laura Eisenschenk Anika Ruth Baker Anna Clare Scales Anna Sofia Jacobsen Annalise Sophia Lund Ashley Erica Schommer

Ashton Donald-William 
Johnson

Audrey Ann Wertish Autumn Mckenzie 
Grunewald

Ava Ann Joseph Avery Jamison Bergstrom Avery Simone Lundy Bailey Lucille Muehlbauer Bao Gia Tran

Bella Margaret Kalthoff Benjamin Matthew Sellner Benjamin Michael St Yves Blake Michael Anderson Blake Timothy Nelson Blayden Gerald Rettke Bowie Guard Braden Joseph Telega

Brady David Johnson Braeden Richard Badeaux Breanna Catilyn Ziembo Brielle Elizabeth Eckhardt Brit Michael Dawes Britney Rose Krumrei Broden Andrew Johns Brooklyn Rae Chojnacki

Bryce Richard Biersdorf Caleb Cox Caleb Jeffrey Kvilhaug Caleb Julian Krebs Carson Emmanuel Kunz Carter James Erickson Cassandra Vaala Maylen 
Weber

Chandler Eugene Anderson

Charles Daniel Madison Charles Gilchrist Charles Richard Pishney Cherish Mae Washburn Chloe Katherine Danzl Cody David Helriegel Cohen Lee Neilson Conner Leroy Rosenthal

Conner William Stern Damion Isaiah Fanberg Dashawn Dan Harris Destiny Kodet Jessie Moyer Elizabeth Rose Wachowiak Ella Mckenzie Beach Emerson Kae Bowne

Back in April, Re-
source Training and Solu-
tions honored 129 honorees 
at the thirty-fifth Students 
of Excellence awards ban-
quet held Wednesday, 
April 26th at St. Cloud Riv-
er’s Edge Convention Cen-
ter. 495 people attended 
the event including area 
administrators, educators 
and parents of those being 
honored.

Seniors from 32 area 
districts were selected 
based on exemplary aca-
demic achievement, lead-
ership skills, or school/
community involvement 
which can include exem-
plary, positive role models 
to fellow students or staff 
as well as making a differ-
ence every day in the lives 
of fellow students, staff 
and community. Additional 
criteria may have been es-
tablished by individual dis-
tricts.

Savannah Baker, 
Emma Jacobs, Ryesha Les-
ter, and Rebekka Rotz were 
the recipients from Big 
Lake.

The ceremony opened 

with a welcome address 
from Mark Schmitz, Exec-
utive Director of Resource 
Training & Solutions. Ken 
Anderson, Board of Di-
rectors chair for Resource 
Training & Solutions also 
extended his congratula-
tions to the honorees. En-
tertainment for the evening 
was provided by Duelly 
Noted, an interactive duel-
ing piano act based out of 

the Twin Cities.
The pre-

sentation of the 
awards was or-

chestrated by Brad Sellner, 
Superintendent, Howard 
Lake-Waverly-Winsted 
School District.

Schmitz concluded the 
evening with closing com-
ments and families gath-
ered for photo opportunities 
and congratulations.

“Congratulations to 
our 2023 Students of Excel-
lence Awardees,” Schmitz 
remarked in the program 
handout. “You have worked 
hard throughout your ed-
ucational career and this 
is an opportunity for us to 
recognize you for your hard 
work. We congratulate you 
today and wish you contin-
ued success in your future 
endeavors and throughout 

your adult life.”
Schmitz mentioned  

to the guests that some of 
them may know that Babe 
Ruth articulated a particular 
saying that people should 
take to heart: “It’s hard to 
beat a person who NEVER 
gives up.”

“As you continue on in 
life, you will undoubtedly 
experience some failures 
along with your successes,” 
he said. “During these chal-
lenging moments, please 
remember that challenges 
are simply an indication 
that you have expanded 
your horizons; you are 
learning and growing. Re-
member, too, that if you do 
not give up, you will be a 
person who is hard to beat 
and that another moment of 
success is right around the 
corner.”

Resource Training & 
Solutions partners with par-
ticipating school districts to 
sponsor the Students of Ex-
cellence recognition event. 
Shari Fruechte, Events and 
Administrative Coordina-
tor, and the Educational 
Services team at Resource 
Training & Solutions coor-
dinate the event.

FOUR BIG LAKE SENIORS received Students of Excellence awards in April at St. Cloud River’s Edge 
Convention Center. Savannah Baker, Emma Jacobs, Ryesha Lester and Rebekka Rotz posed with their 
awards. (Submitted Photo).

4 Hornet students honored for excellence

By Bill Morgan, Editor, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com
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Emilie Marie Kirchoff Emily Lemire Emily Lynn Franz Emily Rose Suess Emma Diane Berner Emma Karolynn Jacobs Emma Nicole Dilks Kuchera Florencia Lombardo

Gabriel Noah Guenther Gage Walter Schuman Gavin Todd Dickey Georgia Maryann Morris Grace Anne McCrone Grace Lillian Olson Grady Allen Slepica Greyson Lynn Ahrens

Hailey Marie Anderson Halle Faith Holman Hannah Lee Hildebrandt Hayden Scott Dorton Henry Jamie Schmidt Holly Breanna Eggleton Hunter Daniel Lindman Nolan MIller

Isaac William 
Scott Milberger

Isabella Marie Luetmer Isabella Pearl Swinehart Isaiah Nathaniel Prom Ivan Phillip Kasper Jace Lee Shadden Jacob James McDonald Jacob Lee Petersen

Jacob Ryan McCreery Jade Lynn Schake Jadyn Jolie Rust Jadyn Marie Kluk Jaida McDonald Jaycie Mae Bergherr Jenna Lea Nygaard Joelle Ann Lentz

Joey Anna Lindstrom John Clifford Kjellberg Johnathan Robert Levreau Jon Michael Sorensen Jonah Andrew Overby Jonah Lee Mallberg Jorge Emilio Villalobos Jose Jesus Cortez-Sanchez

Joseph Aaron Rydberg Joseph Perry Darland Josiah Franklin Sprung Josie Kay Parks Kade William Layton Kaden Jeffrey Hoskins Kadin Frank Meyer Kaitlyn Elizabedth Mitchell

Kane Rex Lapointe Katherine Nicole Goracke Katrena May Davis Kaylee Marie Jensen Keegan Rose McAlpin Keenan Matthew Hjermstad Kendal Vernice Kopp Kiana Nicole Conavatti

Sherburne
State Bank

Class      of 2023

Good Luck Class of 2023
Wishing you the best for what lies ahead.

Three locations to serve you...
Becker 763-261-4200 | Princeton 763-389-4099 | 

Monticello 763-271-7177
www.sherburnestatebank.com

621 Rose Drive Big Lake, MN 55309 • (763) 263-2019
Lake Shopping Center • Big Lake • M-SA, 8am to 6pm; Sun., 9am to 5pm

Congratulations

May Your Futures Be Bright!

BLHS

Congratulations BLHS Class of 2023!

763-262-0729763-262-0729
Northstar-Tech.netNorthstar-Tech.net

Special congrats to our Special congrats to our 
employees Emma Jacobs employees Emma Jacobs 

and Anna Lund!and Anna Lund!

McPete’s
Sports Bar & Lanes

Hwy 10, Big Lake
763-263-6556

McPete’s
Sports Bar & Lanes

Hwy 10, Big Lake
763-263-6556

Mon-Fri: 9:30 a.m.-1 a.m., Sat: 8 a.m.-1 a.m., Sun: 10 a.m.-midnight

Congratulations to Our Employee 
GradS & the Class of 2023!

Blake Nelson William Foss Shelby Baulfield Katie Goracke

“Your life is your adventure. And the 
adventure ahead of you is a journey to 
fulfill your own purpose and poten-
tial.” —Kerry Washington
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Kyle Anthony Sherrard Kyle John Ginther Kyle Robert Christenson Lauren Marie Huver Levi Rengel Lillean Joy Matich Lilliana Grace St Jean Lisa Marie McMullen

Lita Ann Biers Logan Rollin Rosenthal Lucas Charles SImon Macy Lyn Craig Madalyn Jahn Chan Madeline Shea Washkuhn Madelyn Jo Griffin Madison Leigh Rosenthal

Madison Rose Farnsworth Makayla Marie Kipka Malakai Hunter Gaida Maranda Dean Jelinek Marcelo Varela Quintanilla Mathew Ryan-Thomas 
Chaney

Matthew David Aubart Max Ivanovich Hajovy

Michael Anthony Kacena Michael Christopher Edlund Micoda Evans Turner Mitchell Thomas Hill Natalie Jo Ulven Natalie Kate Tracey Nicole Noell Rempel Noah Kento Werner

Nolan Russell Reiter Olivia Violet Carbert Quinton Dean Thompson Rebekka Ann Rotz Reese Matthew Corbin Ruby Joyce Stockham Ryesha Lester Sadie Elizabeth Dillon

Samantha Lea Johnson Sarah Noel Peterson Savanna Ryanne Isaacson Savannah Marie Degen Savannah Sarah Baker Zachary Tvedt Ariana Geronsin Seren Dawne Mcwhorter

Shaelyn Marie O’Neal Shelby Jane Baufield Shelby Rose Goracke ShyAnn Carter Jean Novack Skylaire Christopher Martin Sommer Lynn Ann Dahl Mackenzie Osowski Spencer Michael Vold

Tate Kenneth Schuman Taylor Daniel Spiess Taylor Rae Dobbel Theo Young Thomas Andrew Vrudny Thompson Riley Travis Ray Anderson Trevor Jeffrey Stern
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fresh.R E M A R K A B LY

proud.
I N C R E D I B LY

headquarters
G R A D U A T I O NG R A D U A T I O N

Let us help you make your 
Graduation party special!

One Stop Shopping.One Stop Shopping.

MARKETPLACE

042823_GrdtnAd_4_88x4_75_2031

711 Rose Dr, Big Lake 
(763) 263-3555

Is the PARTY at YOUR HOUSE tonight?

DID YOU KNOW:
Our communities have a Social Host Ordinance.
It is illegal to provide a place or setting where underage drinking occurs, 
regardless of who provides the alcohol or if the property owner is home 
or not. Underage drinking risks the health and lives of our youth.

If the party is at your house tonight, you could  
be facing 90 days in jail and/or a $1,000 fine.

To learn more, visit www.sherburnesupcoalition.org/sho.

This material was developed, in part, under grant #NH28CE002902 from ONDCP, CDC & HHS

Congratulations 
Graduates!

www.hirshfields.com

Monticello - 500 Pine Street  (763) 295-4442
Waite Park - 117 3rd Street NE  (320) 259-6506

290 Eagle Lake Road N.,
Big Lake • 763-263-3262
www.corneroaksdental.com

Dr. Reed Dill &
Dr. Peter Kuefler

Congrats, Grads!Congrats, Grads!

Our very best wishes Our very best wishes 
to all of you!to all of you!
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Trevor Todd Lien Tristian Ann Hill Tristyn Ella Deckard Ty Edward Mielke Vejay Sahadeu Deonarine Victoria S Helfenstein Victoria Sienko Westin David Christian

William Daryl Foss

Ruby Stockham Bailey Muehlbauer Josie Parks

Jonah Overby Carter Erickson Savannah Baker

 ...have awarded 
scholarships to 

these outstanding 
BLHS graduates*:

* each receiving $1,000

THE 
BIG LAKE LIONS

& BIG LAKE SPUD FEST

790 Minnesota Ave., Big Lake 
From all of us at Big Lake Police Department!

Check us out online & follow us at www.biglakepolice.com,  & 

Congrats to the class of 2023!
Congrats to the class of 2023!

763-262-BOAT(2628)

Congratulations Class of 2023!

Good luck with all your
future endeavors.

The Lions Club of The Lions Club of 
Big Lake LionessBig Lake Lioness

would like to
Congratulate

the Big Lake Graduating
Class of 2023

Class Motto:
“Yesterday is history, tomorrow is a mystery, today is a 
gift. That’s why they call it the present!” - Master Oogway

Class Song: “Good Old Days - Macklemore feat” By Kesha

Class Flower:  Babies Breath

“Education is the most powerful 
weapon we can use to change the 

world.” —Nelson Mandela

You’re Going 
Places!

Don’t forget to take us along and 
stay connected to your hometown!

Call us to get a subscription mailed to 
your college or workplace.

763-275-0275 

Wyatt Joseph Berends Wyatt Martin Xandra Eileen Lindman Zyanne Rachelle Stomes

Graduation day is one 
of the proudest moments in 
students’ academic careers. 
Diplomas are symbolic of 
hours spent honing skills 
and working on assign-
ments and, ultimately, suc-
cess in the classroom. High 
school diplomas represent 
an opportunity to go on to 
higher learning or a trade, 
while college degrees in-
dicate young people are 
ready to begin their profes-
sional lives. 

Many graduates are 
excited about the 
prospect of re-
ceiving their 
diplomas. 
Once in 
h a n d , 
t h e 
docu-
m e n t 
c a n 
be put 
on dis-
p l a y . 
The fol-
lowing are 
some unique 
ways to showcase di-
plomas at home or at work.

Framing
One of the classic ways 

to display a diploma is in 
a frame. Many businesses 
offer customized framing 
where the frame material 
and the matting can be cho-
sen. Some grads may want 
to include a photograph of 
the school or a picture of 
the graduate above the di-
ploma. Graduates also may 
want to select a frame and 
mat that coordinates with 
school colors.

Create a 
Shadow BBox
Consider displaying 

the diploma with other 
mementos from school. 
A shadow box is a large, 
deep display frame that 

can house items that are 
thicker than photographs 
or papers. Items such as a 
graduation tassel, medal 
or other award, a varsity 
jacket patch, or a program 
from a school performance 
or awards ceremony can be 
placed in the shadow box.

Create a Photo Wall
Display the diploma 

among other framed photos 
from school activities. This 
can elicit a trip down mem-
ory lane every time the 

wall is viewed. 
Some families 
may want to dis-
play their diplo-

mas together, especially if 
multiple family members 

attended the same 
school.

Make a 
Work of 
Art

V a r -
i o u s 
o n l i n e 
art ven-
dors can 

turn the 
d i p l o m a 

into different 
works of art. 

For example, en-
gravers can laser engrave 
the diploma onto a wooden 
plaque. Then the diploma 
can be displayed in one lo-
cation and the wood plaque 
in another.

Place it Under Glass
Display the diploma 

beneath the glass top of a 
coffee table. When enter-
taining guests, the diploma 
can make for a unique con-
versation piece. 

A school diploma is 
worthy of recognition. 
There are various creative 
ways to display these doc-
uments that reflect the hard 
work and success of their 
recipients.

Diploma display ideas

Submitted Article

“Your education is a dress 
rehearsal for a life that is yours 
to lead.” —Nora Ephron
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The Big Lake Spud Fest is 
proud to award the 

DON ORROCK MEMORIAL 
SCHOLARSHIPS 

to:

Andraya 
Eisenschenk

Joelle
Lentz

Travis 
Anderson

CONGRATULATIONS!

   It’s time to get

If you’re thinking of BUYING or 
SELLING, let ME be the 
“Key to your next 
Real Estate transaction”!

About Real Estate

763-443-1943
1sellwithstacey@gmail.com
www.realadvisers.net

Congratulations Class of 2023!

GRILL & SPORTS BAR

763-263-0800
www.TrailsBigLake.com

Congratulations
Graduates!

Graduates...
Go shine in 
this world!

Earning a four-year 
degree is one path toward 
a rewarding career. How-
ever, that path is the only 

one available to aspiring 
professionals. Enrolling 
in a vocational program 
can provide students with 
the skills necessary to en-
gage in high-demand and 
well-paying jobs.

Vocational school, 
often referred to as “trade 
school,” can be an advan-
tageous route for many 
people who are looking for 
an alternative to college. 
In 2020, the National Cen-
ter for Education Statistics 
said a four-year private col-
lege cost around $50,300 
for a student living on 
campus, while a four-year 
public college was roughly 
$24,300 annually. A 2018 
poll from The Learning 
House, a skills training 
and coursework company, 
found 35 percent of stu-
dents said tuition and other 
fees were their primary 
concerns when choosing 
college programs. Trade 
schools can cost three times 
less than other schooling, 
making them more palat-
able to young people con-
cerned about the high costs 
of college. 

Career and Technical 
Education programs num-
ber around 1,200 in the 
United States alone. Many 
students begin vocational 
career tracks in high school, 
according to American Ed-

ucation Services. Here are 
some benefits to pursuing 
an education in the trades.

• Lower cost: Accord-
ing to NCES, 
trade schools cost 
significantly less 
than four-year 

institutions. Data from the 
U.S. Department of Educa-
tion says programs may run 
between $3,600 to $16,000 

per year. Most vocational 
programs last two years, 
meaning that students grad-
uate with far less debt than 
they might accrue when 
pursuing a four-year col-
lege program.

• Individualized atten-
tion: Many trade programs 
offer instruction in very in-
timate settings, with experi-
enced practitioners serving 
as mentors and trainers. 
While each program is dif-
ferent, vocational training 
schools tend to have lower 
faculty-to-student ratios 
than traditional colleges.

• Fewer admission re-
quirements: Trade schools 
may not have the same 
stringent application and 

admissions processes as 
colleges. Course prerequi-
sites and grade point aver-
age requirements also may 
not dictate trade school ad-
missions policies. 

• Direct, hands-on 
training: Unlike a tradi-
tional college that marries 
general education courses 
with those specific to a 
major,  trade school pro-

grams focus only on skills 
and training relevant to 
each student’s chosen ca-
reer path. 

• Less time to complete 
schooling: More direct les-
sons means that students 
can complete their certifica-
tions or degrees in shorter 
times and enter the work-
force much more quickly 
than their counterparts at 
traditional colleges and uni-
versities. 

Vocational training in 
trade schools is a viable op-
tion for students who want 
to spend less money and 
gain valuable skills they 
can utilize to earn a good 
living.

The many benefits of 
vocational training

Submitted Article

The United States 
Coast Guard is one of the 
nation’s oldest and most 
respected federal agencies. 
It was established in 1790 
and continues to serve a 
dual role both domestically 
and internationally.

The U.S. Coast Guard 
is comprised of roughly 
42,000 men and women. 
Unlike other branches of 
the government, the Coast 
Guard has distinct roles 
during times of peace and 
war. In times of peace, the 
Coast Guard is part of the 
Department of Homeland 
Security, which also over-
sees the U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection agency. 
The Coast Guard protects 
marine environments, en-
forces laws at sea, helps 
guard the coastline, and 
engages in life-saving mis-
sions at sea. During con-
flicts and time of war, the 
United States President 
can direct the Coast Guard 

to serve as part of the U.S. 
Navy, defending the na-
tion against terrorism and 
foreign threats at sea. The 
Coast Guard technically is 
both a federal law enforce-
ment agency and a branch 
of the military. 

The Coast 
Guard is often the 
first responder 
on the ocean 

or other waterways. The 
Coast Guard protects the 
water and coastline through 
11 official  missions. These 
include:

1. Search and rescue
2. Marine 
    environmental 
    protection
3. Drug interdiction
4. Aids to navigation
5. Living marine 
    resources
6. Defense readiness
7. Port and 
    waterway security
8. Migrant interdiction
9. Marine safety
10. Ice operations
11. Law enforcement
The service motto 

of the Coast Guard  is 

“Semper Paratus (Always 
Ready),” and members of 
the USCG are on duty in 
many different capacities 
every day of the year.

The U.S. Coast Guard 
is always looking for new 
recruits. A person can en-
list in the Coast Guard right 
out of high school or apply 
to the U.S. Coast Guard 
Academy. Graduates earn 
a bachelor’s degree as well 
as an officer’s commission. 
That can result in higher 
pay and greater responsibil-
ity over time. Learn more 
about the United States 
Coast Guard at www.uscg.
mil.

The U.S. Coast Guard serves a unique role

Submitted Article
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Just off Hwy. 10, Big Lake
Hours: M-tHu 7aM to 5pM • fri 7aM to 4pM • sat. and sun. CLosed

www.BigLakeLuMBer.CoM • 763-263-3400

Building Our
Futures Together...
Congratulations

BLHS Class of 2023!

“We are always on our Tows” • Family Owned & Operated
• Light, Medium and Heavy Duty Towing 

• Lockouts • Jump Starts • Winch Recovery

CONGRATULATIONS CONGRATULATIONS 
2023 GRADUTATES!2023 GRADUTATES!

www.bobstowingandrecovery.com

WITH SPECIAL CONGRATS WITH SPECIAL CONGRATS 
TO OUR GRADUATE,TO OUR GRADUATE,
 KYLE CHRISTENSON KYLE CHRISTENSON

Congratulations, Big Lake graduates!
We wish our Old National scholarship recipient MMaaccyy  CCrraaiigg  
and the entire 2023 class the best of luck for the future.

Big Lake | 19943 County Rd 43 NW | 763-262-3661

oldnational.com
Member FDIC

CongratS
 graduates!

24/7 Emergency Service
Fire Damage - Water Damage 

- Storm Damage
320-743-3440 

Clear Lake, MN 55319
www.royalrenovations.net

It would be an under-
statement to say that it has 
been an interesting few years 
for the Class of 2023. Due to 

the pandemic, many soon-
to-be grads spent a significant 
portion of their school years 
adapting to a changing land-
scape, both at school and at 
home. While it is an accom-
plishment to reach gradua-
tion in a “normal” situation, 
students who have succeeded 
and thrived in the face of pan-
demic-related adversity are 
worthy of extra celebration.

Graduation gifts are a 
great way to show grads how 
proud you are that they 
stayed the course in 
the face of signifi-
cant challenges. 
Here are seven 
gift ideas for 
graduates. 

1. Jour-
nal: Gradu-
ates are about 
to start new 
chapters in their 
lives. Either a 
blank journal or one 
with writing prompts can 
help grads get their thoughts 
on paper to document both 
the many moments that will 
shape the next few years.

2. Mascot- or school-
themed offerings: If a high 
school graduate will be going 
on to higher education, then 
visit the college or universi-
ty’s spirit shop to purchase 

anything from sweatshirts 
to blankets to coffee mugs 
featuring a school logo or 
mascot. On the first day of 

classes, the new 
student will al-
ready feel part of 
the team.

3. New wardrobe: 
Graduating means forging 
new paths, whether in a ca-
reer or through additional 
schooling. Grads can look 
the part with several items 
from a favorite retailer. Those 
who are unsure of the gradu-
ate’s style can purchase a gift 
card and let the grad go on a 
spending spree.

4. Framed school photo 
or map: A piece of artwork 
can evoke strong emotions of 

time spent on campus. 
Frame a black-

and-white or 
sepia-tone 
print of 
the aerial 
view of 
campus, 
or opt 
for an 

o f f i c i a l 
school tour 

map, which 
indicates build-

ings and other points 
of interest. This could be-
come a cherished keepsake.

5. Bedside organiza-
tional pouch: Dorm life re-
quires maximizing a small 
amount of space. An orga-
nizational pouch or pocket 
can keep essentials such as a 
tablet, book, reading glasses, 
and remote control close by 

and organized without taking 
up a lot of room. Some are 
designed to rest over a couch 
cushion or slide between a 
mattress and bed frame.

6. Automotive essen-
tials: Graduates will be fac-
ing all sorts of new expenses, 
so easing any sort of finan-
cial burden can help them in 
a big way. Vehicles tend to 
be major financial drains for 
teens and young adults. Pre-
paid cash cards, gas station 
gift cards, vouchers for car 
washes, and even gift cards 
to an automotive supply store 
can help graduates direct their 
funds elsewhere.

7. Personal coffee-
maker: Many people feel 
coffee is essential to make it 
through the day. Graduates 
who will soon be studying for 
college exams or those wak-
ing up early for their first for-
ays into the workforce may 
appreciate an on-demand 
pick-me-up. Coffeemakers 
are much more streamlined 
these days, and there are pots 
designed to use loose grounds 
or special pods to produce 
cups quickly.

Shoppers can explore 
many interesting options to 
commemorate the accom-
plishments of the class of 
2023.

7 gift ideas for soon-to-be graduates

Submitted Article

High school students, 
particularly juniors and se-
niors, spend a considerable 

amount of time contemplat-
ing their academic futures. 
Students typically feel pres-
sure to set themselves apart 
from the millions of other 
teenagers who apply to col-
lege each year, and many 
look to college prep courses 
as a potential game-changer. 

College prep 
courses can improve 
students’ standing in 
the eyes of college ad-
missions officers, but 
it’s imperative that 
high schoolers con-
sider a host of factors 
before enrolling in 
such courses.

• Time: Today’s 
high school students 
are busier than ever. 
The 2019 American 
Time Use Survey 
from the U.S. Bureau 
of Labor Statistics 
found that the average 
high school student 
spends a little less than 
90 minutes each day 
participating in an extracur-
ricular activity like playing 
sports, working or volun-
teering. Coupled with their 
existing academic responsi-
bilities, high schoolers’ time 
may already be stretched 

thin. That’s a significant 
factor to consider before 
enrolling in college prep or 

advanced place-
ment courses, 
which tend to re-
quire more work 

outside of the classroom than 
standard classes. Students 
whose schedules are already 
full may need to choose be-
tween their extracurriculars 
and college prep courses to 
avoid being overextended.

• Ripple effect: Stu-
dents who have the time to 

take on the extra work of AP 
or college prep courses must 
consider the potential ripple 
effects of such a decision. It’s 
true that many institutions 
view students who excel in 
AP classes more favorably 

than their peers who excel in 
conventional classes. How-
ever, students should be sure 
they can handle AP course-
work without adversely af-
fecting their performance in 
other classes. Students’ grade 
point averages will likely 
drop if a strong performance 
in an AP class comes at the 
expense of strong perfor-
mances in other classes. That 
dip in GPA could negate the 
benefits of performing well 
in an advanced course.

• Graduation/admis-
sion requirements: 
A strong performance 
in an AP class will not 
negate the basic re-
quirements students 
must meet in order to 
graduate high school or 
be accepted into the col-
lege of their choice. Stu-
dents must confirm that 
including a college prep 
or AP course in their 
class schedules won’t 
prevent them from tak-
ing another course that 
will help them fulfill 
their requirements to 
graduate or enroll in 
college. 

College prep and 
advanced placement 

courses can help students 
stand out during the college 
application process. But stu-
dents must consider various 
factors prior to enrolling in 
such courses.

Factors to consider before 
enrolling in college prep courses

Submitted Article
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