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A BECKER ALUMNI LUN-
CHEON was held Sept. 8 at Pebble
Creek Golf Course in Becker. 92
past graduates attended. The
annual event has been held in
Becker for over 30 years. See the
story on page 2. (Photo by Mary
Nehring.)

Trride

COLUMN
Mary Nehring has a sweet column
on a very special flower girl at the
Salvevold wedding! See her story
on page 5.

BECKER SCHOOLS
Dylan’s Hope once again donated
a sizeable check to Becker Schols
from a recent fundraiser. See the
story on page 2.

SPORTS
Check out page 8 for full coverage
of the Becker Bulldog and Big
Lake Hornet's most recent football
games.
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By Mark Kolbinger,
Contributing Writer

The Palmer House
hosted a Patriot’s Day trib-
ute last Sunday, featuring
book signings, live music
and a patriotic spirit shared
by the hundreds upon hun-
dreds of Americans who
came from across the state
to share in a love for our
country. The day also in-
cluded a raffle, with the
proceeds benefitting a char-
ity committed to preventing
Veteran’s suicide.

Palmer House owner
Paul Braun was busy all
day, tending to a pair of
speakers and also orches-
trating some incredible live
music by GB Leighton.

Amazing food, patri-
otic camaraderie and even
an outdoor viewing of the
Vikings-Packers game
were all on the menu, but
the true “special” of the day
was the chance for attend-
ees to speak with a pair of
real American heroes. De-
spite huge lines that greatly
exceeded the scheduled
four hours of time for the
meet and greet and book
signings, both featured
attendees sacrificed once
again and provided time
for the Patriot to ask some
questions.

Tanto

Kris “Tanto” Paronto is
a former US Army Ranger
who was working as a CIA
security contractor on 9-11-
12 when terrorists launched
their attack in Benghazi,
Libya. His heroic actions
on that day have been im-
mortalized in a book and

PATRIOT'S DAY. Pictured are Paul Braun, Palmer House owner, and Kris “Tanto” Paronto, an American hero and former
US Army Ranger who fought valiantly ten years ago during the terrorist attack in Benghazi, Libya. Hundreds of patriots lined
up at the Palmer House last Sunday to meet Paronto and commemorate the 21st anniversary of 9-11, as well as the 10th
anniversary of the terrorist attack in Benghazi. Paronto held a meet and greet, along with a book signing. (Photo by Mark

Kolbinger).

feature film that share part
of a common title and are
known simply as: 13 Hours.
The storyline is familiar to
many Americans, as the
attack resulted in the death
of the Ambassador, Chris-
topher Stevens, as well as
CIA contractors Tyrone
Woods and Glen Dobherty,
two of the men who fought
alongside Paronto. Also
killed was U.S. Foreign
Service Information Man-
agement Specialist Sean
Smith. While the Amer-
ican government failed
to act during the terrorist

onslaught, Paronto and his
fellow security comrades
did not, instead choosing to
respond to the calls for help
and saving dozens of lives
in the process.

The line of patriots
eager to meet Paronto, an
accomplished author, was
stacked deep all day long
and his signed books were
obviously treasured by the
hundreds of emotionally
charged individuals who
greeted him and walked
away inspired by his cour-
age, humility and honor.

Paronto graciously

shared some of his thoughts
with the Patriot on the 10th
anniversary of the attacks
in Benghazi.

“My life is about honor
and courage and leader-
ship. I don’t get angry like
I used to . . . it didn’t help.
From 2016 to 2018 I was in
a bad place after the movie
came out, but then I finally
stepped back and brought
God back into my life.
When I finally realized that
Benghazi wasn’t about all
the things that went wrong,

HEROES to page 4

Nelson responds to accusations

By Katherine Cantin,
Staff Writer
Reporter.Katie@PatriotNewsMN.com

A few weeks ago, at the
August Big Lake School
Board meeting, Board
Member Derek Nelson
was censured for several
accusations against him,
including inappropriate
behavior, mismanagement
of funds, and failure to
provide adequate food and
transportation to the cheer-
leading team he coached.
The Patriot received a few
requests to speak with Nel-
son and some of the parents
of the cheerleaders in order
to hear the other perspec-
tive on these issues. This
reporter sat with Nelson as
well as two cheer parents
to get the other side of the
story. The two cheer par-
ents interviewed wished to
remain anonymous, as they
feared backlash against

Palmer Day a hug

DEREK NELSON was recently
censured for accusations against
him. Photo was taken last November
during a routine team update to the
school board. (Patriot archive photo.)

them or their students from
others if they spoke out.
History of Events
Nelson, prior to being
elected as a school board
member, had been a coach
for the Big Lake Cheer-
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By Penny Leuthard,
Contributing Writer

Last weekend’s annual
Palmer Day celebration was a big
success, with huge crowds lining
the street for the parade and filling
the park for the rest of the day’s =
events.

The weather was perfect as
the day kicked off with the 5K
Run/Walk with over 100 partici- §
pants. At noon the street was lined
with hundreds of people waiting
excitedly for the parade, which
was larger than ever and led by
the Clearwater and Sauk Rapids

leading team. He also
owned several businesses,
including Guardian Gar-
ments. According to Nel-
son, and corroborated by
one of the cheer parents, a
former booster club presi-
dent started collecting com-
plaints against Nelson. The
booster club had been hav-
ing issues with this presi-
dent, as there were issues in
accounting for funds raised
by the booster club. It is not
clear why the president of
the time chose to collect
complaints against Nelson.
Nelson reported that he be-
lieved it was due to a desire
to exercise more control
over the booster club and
the team. Meanwhile one
of the booster parents indi-
cated it was due to conflict
between Nelson and the
president. Regardless, the
president openly asked stu-
dents and parents to submit
any complaints they had

against Nelson.

Complaints were com-
piled and submitted to the
school, whereupon an in-
vestigation was opened by
the school. Those hired to
investigate were trained
in finance, according to
reports this reporter has
heard. Nelson has publicly
questioned their authority
as investigators for the ac-
cusations against him.

Both of the cheer par-
ents noted that, although
they were willing to give
comments as a part of any
investigation, neither was
asked for their opinion, nor
were their students. They
reported that they did not
know of any parents in sup-
port of Nelson who have
been interviewed as a part
of this investigation.

Response to the

Accusations

NELSON to page 3

Becker City
Council
Approves
Preliminary
Tax Levy

By Katherine Cantin,
Staff Writer
Reporter.Katie@PatriotNewsMN.com

At Tuesday’s meeting,
the Becker City Council
heard the preliminary levy
presentation from Finance
Director Mark Ebensteiner.

The total increase for
the city’s levy is 9.4%.
The levy is tentatively
set at $9,814,299, up by
$840,724 from last year.
Ebensteiner noted that the
increase is mainly due to
increased compensation for
employees and increasing
utility costs.

With this levy, the
owner of a $300,000 home
would pay $1,273 in taxes,
or about $106 each month.
Of that $106,

* $4.08 goes to the fire
department;

* $6.37 goes to special
revenue (Becker Commu-
nity Center);

* $10.82 goes to debt
service;

 $33.44 goes to cap-
ital improvement (streets,
parks, and infrastructure);

» and $51.38 goes to
the general operating fund
(staff salaries, daily opera-
tions, police, street and park
maintenance.)

The opportunity for
residents to speak about
the levy will be December
6th at 6 p.m. at the Truth in
Taxation meeting.

Committee Reports

The budget and finance
committee reported that
community center mem-
berships were near to pre-
COVID-19 levels.

Golf committee re-
ported that sales for golf
are up over last year, and
there are a lot of off-season
events to look forward to
this year.

The police advisory
board noted that the cur-
rent facilities are still being
reviewed. Some staffing
changes were made as a
couple of part time officers
have left the department
and a couple of officers are
healing from minor inju-
ries.

In Other Business,

the Council:

» Approved changes to
the five year street recon-
struction plan, as some cost
savings have opened the
opportunity to finish some
additional projects;

* Acknowledged the
anniversaries of several em-
ployees and the retirement
of Bruce Thompson.

€ SUCCCESS

THE GRAND MARSHALLS OF THE PARADE, LARRY AND MARY ELLEN BRAMBRINK, sat on the top of the back
seats of a classy convertible while navigating the streets Saturday. (Patriot Photo by Carol Hanson).

Legion Color Guards. Larry
and Mary Ellen Brambrink
were honored with the title of
Grand Marshals.

First place for best float
was awarded to Briggs Lake

A Nursery, BJ Evergreen won

second place, and third place
went to Briggs Lake General
Store.

After the parade Palmer
Park quickly filled with peo-
ple enjoying the food and
numerous activities. The car
show was back again by pop-
ular demand, the first time

PALMER to page 2

Put all your toys in one basket!
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since the pandemic shut down the festivities.

The ‘“We’re All Americans’ children’s parade was
held at 1:30, and there were lots of kids’ games open from
1to3 p.m.

The raffle booth was so busy all afternoon that orga-
nizers were afraid they would run out of tickets. Grand
prize was a huge cooler filled with merchandise and gift
cards from area businesses, Twins’ tickets were given out
for second place. Bingo in the Park was also busy all af-

ternoon, with each round selling out the available cards.
Attendees had a number of options for food and re-
freshments from area non-profits’ booths and the Clear

Lake Lions beer garden.

The day ended with Steel Rail rocking the festival with

music from 7 to 11 p.m.

Organizers extended thanks to all their sponsors,
volunteers, and the community for their support, without
which there wouldn’t be a Palmer Day.

“We’re so thankful,” said co-organizer Joanie Ernzer.
“We had a huge crowd and everyone was so happy to be

there.”

Proceeds from the event are donated to Palmer Park
and local non-profit organizations.

The Palmer Day committee is always in need of more
volunteers. Those interested in helping plan and orches-
trate next year’s event are asked to contact Joanie Ernzer

at 320-248-2460.

THE SHANE MEKELAND/ANDREW MATHEWS FLOAT was full of patriotism el-
ements as the political figures handed out treats for the parade watchers. (Patriot

Photo by Carol Hanson).

JOCELYN STANG (above) was in the Christmas spirit aboard the B & J Ever-
green float. (Photo by Mary Nehring.)

THE HAUS FAMILY (LEFT) participated in the Palmer Day 5K. Pictured: Brady
Haus, Sheri Haus, Cole Haus, Front row: Ethan Haus. (Submitted Photo.)

Annual Becker Alumni
Luncheon held at Pebble Creek

By Mary Nehring,
Contributing Writer

The Becker Alumni
Luncheon was held Thurs-
day, September 8th at Peb-
ble Creek Golf Course in
Becker. 92 past graduates
attended. The annual event
has been held in Becker for
over 30 years.

ALUMNI LUNCHEON IS A BLAST! Pictured: Jean (Peterson) Howard, Joan
(Howard) Bolin, Les Howard. (Photo by Mary Nehring.)

CLASS OF 1967. Larry Sakry, Barb (Woolhouse) Holland, Barb (Nelson) Ri-

etman, (Kay Kolbinger )Nelson, Carol (Stodola) Van Hofwegen, Bob Schafer and
Ruth (Cox) Schafer, Lois (Dianoski) Woolard. (Submitted Photo.)

Dylan’s Hope donates $15Kk to schools

By Bill Morgan, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

Monday evening the
Becker School Board met
for their regularly sched-
uled meeting and the open
meeting went until about 8
p.m.

There were no speakers
during public comment.

Dylan’s Hope repre-
sentatives presented a check
in the amount of $15,000
to Becker Schools. The
organization had another
wonderful turnout for their
annual golf tourna-
ment fundraiser and
were recognized by
the board for their
continued support of
the Becker commu-
nity and its families.

Supt. ~
Schmidt | Ao
Report (1=
Supt. Jeremy

Schmidt introduced
two student school board
representatives in Kayla
G. and Emilia H.  The
girls gave a great report
and shared all of the ac-
tivities that are happening
around the school. They
also shared a new process
for gathering input from
students in various activi-
ties. The duo look to im-
prove this process moving
forward.

The Superintendent
Report included updates on
a successful Fall Staff De-

— ———\

velopment/Back to School
Workshop. The board is
moving the monthly meet-
ing date for October from
the third to the 10th. The
Superintendent shared
goals, which are based on
the submitted Strategic
Plan. An update from the
All School Reunion was
presented which included
the Superintendent’s par-
ticipation.  Information
on bids was presented and
a request to meet with the
Project Oversight commit-
tee was reviewed. Schmidt

to the proper approvers as
soon as you are able. He
said these can be turned in
at any time as they removed
the application deadline.
However, teams and school
organizations not granted
approval may lose their
right to fundraise.

Other significant con-
sent agenda items included,
Truth in Taxation, Coaches
and Activities Handbook
approval, and approval of
the Multi-Unit Contract.

Gifts were also ap-
proved and recognized on
a unanimous
vote.

“Thank
you to every-
one who has
supported our
school pro-
grams with do-
nations,” said

<)
|
a__@\.‘l“/ | FOUNDATION
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mentioned a reminder of
the annual Truth in Taxa-
tion meeting that will take
place Dec. 5 at 6:30 pm.

Consent Agenda

The consent agenda
was passed on a unani-
mous vote with all board
members in attendance.
The board handled a large
personnel report, as they
continue to fill jobs to start
the year. Fundraisers and
last year amounts were ap-
proved. Schmidt said fund-
raiser forms needed to get

Schmidt.

Health
Insurance
rates were proposed and
approved on a unanimous
vote. Included in the rates
was a new HSA Plan.

Policies 416, 418, and
515 all had first readings.
These changes were all a
result of recent adaptations
in statute related to Canna-
binoids and Data Privacy.
Schmidt says the board is
working to align these pol-
icies with updated statute
and MSBA recommenda-
tions.

Policy 524 was ap-

proved with changes in-
cluding contracts between
technology providers and
schools, limitations and
notice requirements before
electronic access and a re-
quirement to notify parents
within 30 days of the start
of each school year about
curriculum, testing, and
general student educational
data (Schmidt says this in-
formation is and will be in
the school’s Back to School
Newsletter).

The Preliminary Levy
2022 Payable 2023 was
approved at the maximum
level. The actual levy
amount will be recom-
mended during the Truth
in Taxation meeting sched-
uled for Dec. 5.

A discussion took
place on recent public data
requests, MN Statute 13.05
and Policy 722.

Bids were awarded for
the Primary and Early Ed-
ucation Center, as well as,
the MS/HS Additions and
Remodeling.

Closed Meeting

The main meeting was
closed to discuss negoti-
ation strategy pursuant to
MN Statute 13.D05 Closed
Meetings for Evaluation of
the Superintendent.

Upon recovening, the
meeting was adjourned fol-
lowing the Evaluation at
10:46 p.m.

Evfﬂmfn Y
- SERVICE!

* RESIDENTIAL SEPTIC TANK PUMPING

* COMMERCIAL SEPTIC PUMPING

» HOLDING TANKS * ROUTINE MAINTENANCE
» TANK COMPLIANCE® EMERGENCY SERVICE

O3 #0319

SERVING BECKER, BIG LAKE, ELK RIVER
AND SURROUNDING AREA =
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of Summer

¢a FARM FRESH —
FRUITS & VEGETABLES

CANNING TOMATOES, SWEET CORN, PEPPERS,
GREEN BEANS, CABBAGE, BEETS, CARROTS,
STRAWBERRIES, & SO MUCH MORE!

SVIHEL VEGETABLE FARM

6 MI. S OF FOLEY OR 10 MI. N OF BECKER ON HWY 25 & DUELM RD

\, OPEN 9AM - 7PM
B 4 For more
— - q
MINNESOTA information call

GROWN X (320) 968-7238
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KELLER LAKE COMMONS

ALS SIS TRE'D L | VI NIG

Keller Lake Commons in Big Lake, now an Assisted Living Community
offering full apartments ranging from 644 to 956 square feet. Cable is included in rents
for private pay and housing support (formerly known as GRH) renters. Accepting EW and
CADI. For more information please contact Nicole Gilder, Housing Director at
763-263-2363 or check us out online at www.kellerlakecommons.com
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Sales © Service ® Support

* New & Off-lease PCs and laptops

* On-site tech support (business or home)
* Computer & laptop repair (PC & Mac)
* Data Recovery

* Upgrades & Virus Removal

¢ Computer Tune-ups

St Cloud's
Premier Sourcefa

320.654.9703

We Create Solutions!
Store Hours:

Mon-Fri - 10 am to 6 pm
Sat - 10 am to 4 pm, Sun closed

FALL FESTIVAL
SAI, SEPT 24

Lutefisk & Swedish Meathall Dinner

Adults $20 « Children 12 & Under $7
Reservations Preferred * Seating at 3:30 & 5pm

Rejoice Lutheran Church 320-558-6851

Located between the water towers
M at 1155 County Rd 75, Clearwater

\ﬁ;} Activities: 10am - 5:30pm
(\ . - Granny's Attic » Raffle
/{,; Y - Gift Boutique + Bake Sale
/F;‘: - Farmer’s Market
* Kid Zone (11-2) SBI8 S B

()f " . Silent Auction “AREIElE
rejoicelutheranchurch.org

email: rejoice@rejoicelutheranchurch.org
| | | | | | | |
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Beyond the
Yellow Ribbon

6THANNUAL &5
BACKYARD BBQ
COOKOFF!

Saturday, Sept. 24, 2022 @ Lakeside Par. Big Lake
TICKET SALES START 1 P.M. RIB TASTING STARTS 3 P.M.

ENJOY MUSIC BY DEAN-0-MITE ENTERTAINMENT,
50/50 RAFFLE, DOOR PRIZES

Ticket sales are limited to the number of ribs available
Email at: biglakebtyr@gmail.com
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YOUKLOCA IS1ALY

16623 Ironwood RD NE, Oak Park, MN
Store hours: M-F 8t05 & Sat 8to12

320:968:786

KEEP YOUR FAMILY SAFE
j=_ Furnace & A/C Systems
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voT€ RAEANNE Vore
DANIELOWSKI

for SHERBURNE COUNTY
COMMISSIONER

DISTRICT 2 SERVING BIG LAKE
AND BIG LAKE TOWNSHIP

CONTINUE WORKING HARD ON:

* FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY

* PuBLIC SAFETY

* IMPROVED TRANSPORTATION NEEDS
WHICH INCLUDE WORKING WITH MNDOT,
FEDERAL HWY. ASSN. AND LOCAL COMMUNITY
PARTNERS TO IDENTIFY A NEW ALTERNATIVE
CROSSING FOR OUR AREA.
EXPERIENCE MATTERS!
1 WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR VOTE ON Nov. 8!
EMAIL: cook113@AoL.coM 612-219-2857
Prepared and paid for by Raeanne Danielowski, P.O. Box 218, Big Lake MN, 55308
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Ace Heating And

Air Conditioning ﬂﬁ” 7 63387. Z 6”
%%TRQ‘E&Y www.AceHeatingAndAirInc.com {

lQol..l.ll.lQo00024W‘Mw..l.ll.lool..lo

graceﬁ&/ o@iving

supported here

When caregivers
~ become family, a cottage
- becomes a home.
s Personalized memory care,
companionship, and fun
i'mrmr*"r_r_rgmm MR social activities make each
AL o e i ”“m day enjoyable.
“a

Call Carol for a tour at
763-450-6670.

Shepherd of Grace has
*immediate availability*
for private pay cottages

and assisted living.

Apartments
Home Health Care
*Assisted Living
*Memory Care

info@gsc-mn.org
www.goodshepherdcampus.org

WE ARE CURRENTLY TAKING

MINI HOUSE

Palmer Town Hall, 4180 105th Ave., Clear Lake
Sat. Sept. 24, 9am-2pwm

Norwex, Epicure, Color Street, LimeLife by
Alcone, Marcia’s Precious Memories Blankets
& Crafts, dog toys, homemade bears & more!

FREE
samples of
Epicure
gluten-free

wmeals

STILL LOOKING FOR CRAFTERS/VENDORS!
CALL KAREN @ 320-743-3084

CRAFT & BAKE SALE |

Saturday, Oct. 8th from 9am-2pm
South Santiago Lutheran Church 7
14675-37th Street Clear Lake ’

20+ VENDORS! FOOD & REFRESHMENTS ALL DAY!

Door prize drawings all day! |

M

GETREADY
FORWINTER

Big Store Appeal -- Small Store Feel.

WE ALSO HAVE SPORTING GOODS, CLOTHING,
FEED, TOYS AND A WHOLE LOT MORE!

/ itc?i)’e

waters ‘em rights

- We carry a variety of Ritchie
Fountains, parts & accessories

ACE

Hardware

_—

TRUEMAN
WELTERS

POWERSPORTS

SEADOO AND OTHER PERSONAL
WATERCRAFTS FOR WINTERIZATION!

1600 HWY. 93
& GO0. RD. 134, BUFFALD

163-682-2200

e
S5EQ0N4200.

WWW.TRUEMAN-WELTERS.COM
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MIMBACH

(320) 252-1682

Sauk Rapids, MN g

www.mimbachfleet.com

F |_ E E T S U P P I_Y toll free (888) 276-3889

Located at Hwy. 23 East, West of Rollie’s & East of Arnold’s Equipment

Serving our customers for 65 years!

). Austin Gonstruction, LLG

Concrete Prices!

Austin Gutwasser
320.492.6364
j.austinconstruction@yahoo.com

Quality Construction — Buiilt to
Handle Our Midwest Weather!

Custom Built to Any Size
Fast & Economical!

24x24x10........ $7,500 36x48x10......$14,000
30x40x10......$11,000 40x64x12......$18,000

Subject to local building codes, snowload requirements, delivery &
crew travel in some areas. Prices sul

-
J. Austin ) RB=

w Construction,LLC P

bject to change without notice.

Il »ccrenmen

Fully Insured
#BC-20574944

Nelson did not respond to the
accusations against him at the
board meeting, but did so in
a closed board meeting and
with this reporter.

The inappropriate be-
havior of which Nelson was
accused stemmed from his
potential conflicts of interest
from being a school board
member as well as a business
owner that worked with the
schools. Nelson did employ
students from the district in
his small businesses, but had
also done so prior to being a
school board member and did
not see issues in continuing
the practice. He also noted
that, although he has done
business with the school in
the past, for sports teams,
he has not done so since be-
coming a board member. He
has only done business with
youth groups and booster
clubs that were peripheral to
the school, not governed by
the school district directly.

As for the mismanage-
ment of funds, those hired
to investigate the issue did
not find that any funds were
stolen. Nelson did admit that
best bookkeeping practices
were not followed, but he
was trying actively to rem-
edy that. Nelson noted asking
the former athletic director
for guidance on implement-
ing best practices but they
were not able to resolve the

situation. Last year, a new
athletic director was hired
for the district, and Nelson
waited a bit longer to address
the situation, allowing for a
transition period. He did note
that he was eventually able
to sit down with the athletic
director and the district di-
rector of business services
to implement best practices
in accounting for the team’s
treasury. Again, all money
was accounted for by those
who were hired by the school
district.

Nelson was also accused
of not providing adequate
transportation and food for
the cheerleaders when they
attended the national com-
petition in Florida. Nelson
said that it was true that the
original transportation plan
fell through and they had to
go with a plan B. The origi-
nal plan was to have Disney
provide transportation (as the
competition was sponsored
by the company), but after
some back and forth they
found that this would not be
an option as they’d hoped. As
a plan B, the team rented out
a van and had to make sev-
eral trips to ferry the student
athletes where they needed to
go. Students were supervised
by adults at all times, and al-
though the solution was less
than ideal, it cost the team
about a quarter as it would

have cost to rent a bus, and all
the students made it to where
they needed to be on time for
the whole trip, as opposed to
other teams in the competi-
tion who, relying on the trans-
portation provided, ended up
being delayed many times
throughout the trip. Nelson
noted that last minute hiccups
tend to happen when travel-
ing with a team, but they were
able to manage it. As for the
accusation of Nelson not pro-
viding adequate food for the
students, he noted that this is
not true at all. Food was kept
in the coaches’ room, and the
students were encouraged
to take whatever food they
needed and bring it back to
their rooms. They were en-
couraged to ask the coaches
if they needed more. Nelson
noted that there was more
than enough food available,
as much of it was left behind
at the resort when the team
departed.

Nelson said he wasn’t
sure why these allegations
have come to effect his school
board position in the first
place, stating, “At the end of
the day, like it has been said
many times, no kids were
hurt, no money was stolen,
everything was accounted
for. Were there best prac-
tices? No, but... there’s been
no illegal activity that oc-
curred. I’ve been baffled by

the whole thing.”

Parents’ Response

Two parents reached out
to the Patriot wanting to give
their perspective. Both
said they were not con-
tacted to give a state-
ment about the
situation, despite
being willing to
do so.

“I never
felt there were
any issues,”
said the first
parent (hereto
referred as
Parent One),
who noted that
their student was
very open about
any issues with the
team or at school.

Parent One went on to
note that some of the school
board members called Nel-
son un-empathetic to the
situation, but they begged to
differ, saying that he was em-
pathetic and that he treated
the students, “like his own
kids.”

Parent One noted that
Nelson could come off as
somewhat disorganized,
which might have led to mis-
communications, but they
felt he had not done anything
wrong.

The other parent (hereto
referred to as Parent Two)
also noted that they were

not asked to give a state-
ment to Nelson’s defense, al-

THE MINNESOTA JETS were
founded after the Big Lake School Ds-
trict dissolved its competition cheer
team. (Patriot archive photo.)

though they (along with some
other parents) went directly to
the athletic director to offer to
do so. The athletic director, at
that time, was under the im-
pression that the investigation
would be wrapped up soon
and that everything would
be ok. But very soon after
that, the competition cheer
was dissolved by the school,
which now only offers side-

line cheer. Parent Two said
they felt as if they had been
lied to.

The students being
coached by Nelson were also
not given the opportunity
to voice their opinions.

Minnesota Jets
After the school
dissolved compe-
tition cheer, Nel-
son, with some
help from other
parents includ-
ing Parent Two,
created the Min-
nesota Jets. This
is a youth orga-
nization not affili-
ated with the school
district that allows the
students to continue with
competition cheer. Nelson
currently is helping with the
administration of the group
and is serving as a coach, but
he is not on the board. Despite
this, concerns were raised at
the previous board meeting
about whether the school
could do anything to dissolve
that program.

Continuing

Repercussions

While Nelson was being
investigated, he lost business
clients due to his being under
investigation, and had to close
the doors for some of his
small businesses.
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Member Meeting Business After Hours
Sept. 21 - 11:30am - 1pm Sept. 22 - 5-6:15 pm Quarterly Meeting
Becker Furniture World McPete’s Thurs., Oct. 13
11:30 am - 1 pm
\@ = ka2 Member Meeting Zylla-Rolf Studio
'},, ? gy Sept. 27 - 11:30am
b A IR S Y Big Lake High School

If you would like more information on any of these events or if you would like

to become a member of these organizations please reach out to them:

Amity Felton Gloria Vande Brake
763-262-2420 763-263-7800
Chamber@BeckerChamber.org' Info@BigLakeChamber.com

Glenna Soenneker
320-267-4361
GSoenneker@GMail.com

PALMER

THANK YOU

Palmer Day could not happen without the gener-
osity of our many sponsors. The Palmer Day commit-
tee would like to thank the following businesses and
individuals, as well as all of those who participated in
the parade and volunteered to make the day a success.

sl

DAY2022

SKTURDAY 9.10.22

GOLD LEVEL SPONSORS: A & L Peterson Farms Inc., A One Concrete, Inc, American Family
Insurance (Amy Chmielewski), B & ] Evergreen, Beaver Island Brewing, Berger Custon Woodworks,
LLC, Bogart, Pederson and Associates INC, Brian Goenner, Brickyard Bar & Grill, Briggs Lake Chain
Association, Briggs Lake General Store, Briggs Lake Liquor, Busse Septic and Plumbing, Centra Sota
Co-op, Clear Lake Lions, Clearwater Travel Plaza, Clint’s Excavating, LLC, Country Lumber, INC,
Coyote Moon Grille & Territory Golf Club, Demeules Family, Diane & Tim Arnold, DOJO Karate
Maple Grove, Driveway Services Generaal Contracting, Eddie’s Auto Repair, Gilleland Chevrolet -
Cadillac, Goodfellas Bar & Grill, Grand Irrigation, Herbst Excavating, Holiday Inn Express & Suites,
Jan’s Tree Farm, Larry & Marlene Voigt, Larson Towing, Liberty Paper, Lilah and Max Moorhouse,
MJS Dirtworks, Mark & Karen Rinehart, McDonald’s Meats, Melissa Koubsky - C B Realty, Murphy
Chevrolet, North Benton Dental Care PA, Olson Truck Stop, Inc, Palmer House, Pekarek Utilities
Midwest INC, Rengel Printing, Rinke-Noonan, LTD, Sherburne State Bank, Total Recrection, Travis
Williams - State Farm Insurance, Tri-County Lumber, Universal Stainless, Inc, Walks-on-Water, Inc,
Waste Management, Williams Dingman Family Funeral Home, WVAL 800 AM

SILVER LEVEL SPONSORS: All 4 Seasons (Rich Schneider), All Star Embroidery, American
Heritage National Bank (Clearwater), Arnold’s of St. Cloud, Inc, Becker True Value, Bricklayers
& Allied Craftworkers, Briggs Lake Nursery, Briggs Lake Storage, C & L Distributing, Chad’s Auto
Repair, Charlie’s Sports Bar & Grill, Clear Lake American Legion, Coborns Marketplace - Clearwater,
Felix & Rose Schmiesing, Fiedlers Your Pumping Specialists, Inc, Flinstones Lounge, Fred’s Heating
& A/C, Gohmann Supply LLC, Haus Construction, Inc, Heaney, Kathleen, Jack & Jims Restaurant,
John Koubsky Construction, Knife River Corporation, Knights of Columbus - St. Lawrence, Lakes Gas
Co., Lakeside Specialties - Dee Punton, Lonnie & Karen Kornovich, Mainstay Insurance (Mike Sand),
Mary Jo & Amy Stanger (Edina Realty), Mimbach Fleet Supply, Moe Agency, Inc, Nelson Sanitation
& Rental, LLC, Norms Farm Market, Norwex Consultant - Karen Pilarski, Patriot News, Pebble Creek
Golf Course, Peterson Dental Associates, P.A., Phil Podbevsek & Kathy Rapacz, Prairie Edge Casino,
Rainbow Gardens, Rebecca’s Café, Red’s Auto Electric, Inc, Traut Wells, Troy & Amity Felton/Keller
Williams Realty, Varty’s Greenhouse, Warzecha Auto Works, Westre’s Marine & Sport, Wild Marsh
Sporting Clays

SPONSORS: Judy Ganz, GLM Displays, Gohman, Karie & Mark, Rainbow Gardens

ANNOUNCING

THE JOINING OF LAW FIRMS

STOMMES

R ST

100+ YEARS COMBINED EXPERIENCE

| JEDDELOH
SNYDER
'STOMMES

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

7 TRUSTED & EXPERIENCED ATTORNEYS
TO MEET YOUR NEEDS

DIVORCE & FAMILY LAW
ESTATE PLANNING & ELDER LAW
BUSINESS @ COMMERCIAL LAW

REAL ESTATE LAW
CRIMINAL LAW

(320) 240-9423

3 CONVENIENT LOCATIONS
ST CLOUD - BIG LAKE - COLD SPRING

JSSMN.COM

HEROES from page 1

Tuesday Nights 6:30
$800 in 57 Numbers

11025 Duelm
Road NE,
Foley, MN

Proceeds for St. Lawrence Church
10915 Duelm Rd NE, Foley

License #01080

BUILDING
$PECIALS

Quality Building Supplies
uatlAyff uilding Suppli

ordable Prices
Since 1975

BOOK YOUR ORDER!
LATCHAM-LIND LUMBER &
POST FRAME BUILDINGS

Call for a FREE eslin_)a!e
117th Ave., Milaca

(north end of Milaca off Central Ave)

320-983-6304 +1-800-818-1846

2-ESTATE & CONSIGNMENT AUCTIONS
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 21ST, 2022 4PM

ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES: HOUSEHOLD & FURNITURE: TOOLS

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 25TH, 2022 11AM

ANTIQUES, FURNITURE, GLASSWARE, PRIMITIVES, TOOLS,

HOUSEHOLD

3825 Shadowwood Dr NE Sauk Rapids, MN
Directions: Hwy 23 East Left on 40th (Follow signs)

THIS IS A PARTIAL LISTING. B.P. & MN tax applies.
Fi See website for more:
; > www.midwestauctions.com/sharer

Keith Sharer Auction Service

320-267-1963
O [y

' JIRAY

WwWw.iraymn.com

QR e TN

(320) 968-7230

Heavy Equipment

. Auction

WA  Pre-Bidding Now
A Live Online Only

Wed, Sept 28th -8am

Viewing by
Appointment
Jot MN Hwys 95 & 25

Call Col Ray Henry
A Lic 5-17-011

but about what went right
.. . that I was seeing the
tremendous courage of my
teammates and seeing the
best of what humanity has
to offer, which is selfless
service and sacrifice and
those willing to give of
themselves so I could come
home. I get to enjoy my
wife and son because these
men gave themselves up. 1
think that’s a gift that you
can’t take back. You don’t
see that anywhere else ex-
cept on the battlefield or on
the streets if you are in law
enforcement. It will always
keep me from being angry.
I saw two angels that
day in Benghazi (Tyrone
Woods and Glen Doherty).
That team knew what the
mission was and that meant
we were going to protect
each other and come back
home. I was blessed to be
there that night with those
guys because I was able to
see saints in action.”

“Benghazi is a blessing
- ten years later and I want
to honor them and also the
other two patriots as well
(Ambassador Stevens and
Sean Smith). When you are
left behind and nobody’s
coming for you, you really
do see your true colors and
all I saw was five other team
members of mine come to-
gether and get stronger.”

“For those that are re-
sponsible for leaving us
there, I’'m not angry any-
more. They will be judged
when we are all judged . .. 1
don’t need to see what God
decides to do with those
people. God doesn’t need
me to see it, but I have faith
that they will be judged at
that point in time and that
allows me to see the silver
linings.”

“When you go through
adversity and obstacles, it’s
teaching you for something
later in life. Benghazi is
about overcoming adver-
sity and understanding now
that God put me through
those trials and tribulations
earlier in life because if I
didn’t go through all that, I
don’t know if I would have
made it out of there.”

Heart Of A Ranger

People also had the
chance to meet Jill Stephen-
son, the mother of Ameri-
can hero Cpl. Ben Kopp,
who in 2009 died of injuries
he received during his third

THE PALMER HOUSE’S PAUL BRAUN looked on as Jill Stephenson, mother
of American hero Cpl. Ben Kopp, addressed the huge crowd at the 9-11 Patriot’s
Day tribute. Stephenson called on all Americans to rekindle the unity of spirit our
nation coalesced around on 9-12-01, when the country was united in purpose
the day after the attack on the Twin Towers and the Pentagon (Photo by Mark
Kolbinger).

deployment as a U.S. Army
Ranger. Kopp was cred-
ited with directly saving
the lives of six of his fellow
soldiers during battle and
after his death, he saved
many more because of his
status as an organ donor.

Stephenson’s only
son had been inspired by
the military service of his
grandfather and on Septem-
ber 11, 2001, his sadness
over the months-earlier
death of that same man
turned to anger over the ter-
rorist attacks of that fateful
day.

Ben grew up in Rose-
mount, MN and his story
is slated to become a major
motion picture. Here is
what Jill shared with the
Patriot in our interview:

“The Book, Heart of
a Ranger, is the biography
of my son, Ben, a United
States Army Ranger, who
was killed in action during
his third overseas deploy-
ment. When he was re-
moved from life support,
he donated all his major or-
gans, as well as his bones,
skin and tissue. He di-
rectly saved four lives and
enhanced over sixty more
with his donation. The
book is about his life and
history and also shares a lit-
tle bit of my grandfather’s
history as a MN Red Bull.
Ben idolized his grand-
father and came home on

9-11 and vowed to join the
military and make Osama
Bin Laden pay for what
he had done. His sadness
turned to anger. He made a
declaration at that age of 13
and five years later he made
good on that promise. He
followed in his great-grand-
father’s footsteps and was
assigned to the 3rd Ranger
Batallion after training at
Fort Benning. The author
of the book, Bill Lunn, was
a news anchor for KSTP in
the Twin Cities and he was
from the same hometown
as the woman who received
Ben’s heart. Bill’s own son
attended basic training at
Fort Benning and Bill said
while he was there for the
graduation, he felt Ben’s
energy - which we call
‘Benergy’ - and he con-
tacted me soon after and
asked to write a book about
Ben’s life. I continue to tell
Ben’s story because I feel
an obligation and I owe Ben
the honor of telling him his
story.”

Many incredible sto-
ries. One incredible after-
noon in rural Sherburne
County. And a gathering
of hundreds of Patriots
commemorating and cele-
brating two Real American
Heroes.

PATRIOT

WWW PATRIOTNEWSMN.COM




A Very Special Flower Girl

By Mary Nehring,
Contributing Writer

While attending The
Becker Evangelical Free
Church  from 2004 to
2009, I got to know Chris
Salvevold and his family.

Chris serves as the
Youth Pastor at Becker
Free. I always enjoyed the
Salvevold family. They are
good people.

I now attend The
Snake River Free Church,
where my great, great uncle
was the original pastor
and I serve as a pianist.
However, I’m grate-
ful that my path
still crosses with
the Salvevolds.

I heard ’
that Chris y=
and Kris-
tin’s daugh-
ter, Maci, %

had married
Chase Klotz %
earlier this
summer (Satur-
day, July 23rd). :

The wedding

was held at Land of
Promise in Buffalo. It
rained much of the day
and the outdoor ceremony
was almost moved indoors
due to the rain.

Miraculously, the skies
cleared up at the time of the
wedding at 5 p.m.!

The family tells me
they had a beautiful eve-
ning wedding and celebra-
tion.

Another miracle that
day was the fact that the
bride’s  youngest sister,
Jensyn, was able to attend
the wedding.

The bride (Maci’s) one
wish for her wedding was
that her five year old sister,
Jensyn, be her flower girl.

Jensyn even got her
new wheelchair just in time
for the big event and an-
other sister, Jakely, pushed

(Editor’s Note: The fol-
lowing column was submitted
by Rep. Tom Emmer.)

This week, we are
heading back to Washing-
ton after a long August
recess. The last time Con-
gress was in session, Dem-
ocrats unilaterally passed
the so-called “Inflation
Reduction Act.” Despite its
name, this bill piled $740
billion onto the $9 trillion
spent since President Biden
took office.

To make matters
worse, the few offsets the
bill contained were wiped
out by the Biden Admin-
istration’s student debt
cancellation scheme. Amer-
icans are already bearing
the costs of these spending
sprees—families are now
spending $6,000 more to
get the same goods and ser-
vices they did a year ago,
and price hikes have forced

e

By Mary Nehring
Contributing Writer

SPECIAL SISTER MOMENT. Maci
(Salvevold) Klotz shares a precious
moment with her little sister Jensyn -
on her wedding day. The two share an
amazing bond as this picture clearly
reveals. Maci felt incredibly blessed
that Jensyn was able to attend her
wedding. (Submitted photos.)

Jensyn down the aisle, an-
nouncing the coming of the
bride.

Kristin shared these
sentiments about the spe-
cial day: “Jensyn making
the wedding was a really
big deal and a tremendous
blessing. She was critically
ill in April and May and we
kept her close to home all
summer because there is
always a risk that she will

Making Matters Worse

By Congressman
Tom Emmer

36% of Americans to tap
into their savings.

There is no question:
Congress must act to bring
down prices and steer
Americans away from fi-
nancial crisis. Instead, on
the calendar for the last
eleven working days before
the election: a bill to shield
career bureaucrats from ac-
countability to the Ameri-
can voter, which will make
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get sick. History has shown
that when Jensyn gets sick,
it usually requires hospital-
ization.”

Jensyn has always had
a very special relationship
with her sister Maci, and
it would have devastated
Maci to not have her at the
wedding.

The family was so
thrilled that Jensyn was
well enough to be there and
stay all day for the festiv-
ities.

Jensyn’s diagnosis is
Trisomy Sp. It is an ex-
tremely rare genetic
5 disorder that causes

@ respiratory failure,
‘ seizures, and de-
velopmental
delay. Jensyn
‘%4 is dependent
on oxygen
and is wheel-
chair bound.
She has
endured many
hospital stays
and two near-
death illnesses.
Despite all Jensyn
has been through,
she maintains an amaz-
ingly postive attitude.

Jensyn rarely goes out
in public because she is
so medically fragile, so it
was a big weekend for her
being able to participate in
Maci’s wedding.

We can learn much
from seeing how Jensyn
and the Salvevold family
live with Jensyn’s rare ge-
netic disorder with such a
positive attitude. It is en-
couraging to see God’s love
displayed in the Salvevold
family as they trust God
day by day and show love
to their beautiful daughter.

Jensyn celebrated her
sixth birthday last week.
Praise God! Life is a pre-
cious gift.

it even harder to remove
non-performing or insubor-
dinate government employ-
ees whose salaries are paid
by the taxpayer.

Also on the docket is a
bill severely narrowing the
parameters by which the
Census Director can be re-
moved, further entrenching
an agency more focused on
activism than serving the
American people.

It seems that while
Americans are struggling,
Democrats are focused on
expanding the bureaucracy
and enabling dug-in federal
employees. Meanwhile,
we’ll continue our work to
rein in spending and bring
affordability back to fami-
lies across the country.

(Editor’s Note: The fol-
lowing column was submit-
ted by Sen. Mary Kiffmeyer.)

Learning is lifelong and
began even before we were
born. And after birth, our
parents served as our first
and most important teachers.
That is why it is so essential
to instill in our children a
love of learning, and one of
the best ways to do that is by
reading with them.

A 2019 study found that
young children who were
read five books a day start
kindergarten having heard
around 1.4 million more
words than children who
were never read to. Even if a
child is read only one book a
day, they will still have heard
around 290,000 more words
by age five than a child who
did not regularly have books
read to them. This gives the
kids a basis for their own
vocabulary and reading. In
addition, parents discussing
what they are reading is a
further help. Kids can under-
stand way more complex in-
formation than they can read.

While early learning is
extremely critical to a child’s
lifelong success, it contin-
ues at school — whether that
be a home, private or pub-
lic school. There are cer-
tain fundamental skills that
all children are expected to
learn, such as English, math
and science. However, if a
student cannot read, they
cannot fully succeed in these
subjects, which has been
seen through the low recent
statewide test scores.

Shockingly, just over
half of Minnesota students
— 51.7% — are proficient in

Edlitoraly/Opinions

Putting MN Students Back on Track ——

By Sen.
Mary Kiffmeyer

reading, while less than half
of students — 45.5% — are
proficient in mathematics.
Further, since 2019, reading
proficiency dropped by 8%
and proficiency in math de-
creased by 10%. We know
how hard our local teach-
ers try and are grateful. But
Minnesota cannot accept this
statewide educational situa-
tion. It will take everyone to
succeed at change.

This data also clearly
demonstrates the ongoing,
negative impacts of distance
learning during the pandemic
and the great importance of
parental involvement. That
is why we must get our stu-
dents back to the basics and
focus on core academic skills
and welcome parents as an
asset for their child’s aca-
demic success.

For this reason, my Sen-
ate Republican colleagues
and [ prioritized literacy
funding this legislative ses-
sion. We passed a strong
education bill out of the
Senate, which included sig-
nificant funding to provide
all Minnesota teachers with
indispensable training in the
science of reading instruction

called LTRS.

The closure of schools
due to the pandemic was also
an eye-opening experience
for parents across the state.
And as a result, many parents
now have a new perspective
on school curriculum due
to distance learning and are
stepping up even more to
their responsibility and rights
regarding their child’s edu-
cation. The school system
needs to listen. The children
are the parents.

To encourage schools
to view parents as active
partners in education, Senate
Republicans proposed a Par-
ents Bill of Rights. As I high-
lighted earlier, parents have
ultimate responsibility and
play a central role in their
child’s education. Therefore,
we must affirm this. That is
why the foundation of this
initiative is to reinforce the
rights of parents to direct
their child’s education and
empower them as they guide
their child through school.

Students are still greatly
dealing with learning loss
due to COVID shutdowns,
and with students now back
in the classroom, we must
focus on proven learning
methods that put our students
first. It is critical to ensure
students have the fundamen-
tal resources they need to
succeed and that parents feel
empowered in their child’s
education. Senate Republi-
cans will continue to push
for investments in education
that put our students back on
the right track.

In the meantime, par-
ents, read and talk to your
children.
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Lotten To The Sdlito’

(Editor’s note: Due to space
constraints, the Patriot will
publish up to 5-6 LTEs a week
as space allows and carry over
unpublished letters to the next
week, if able. Also, we no longer
have a policy which restricts let-
ter writers from submitting po-
litical editorials a week prior to
an election.)

TO THE EDITOR:

Parents and teachers know each
student is unique. Yet admin-
istrators and politicians create
policies for students, parents, and
teachers to fail. Minnesota, once
touted as a leader in education,
continues to fall further behind,
basically because of “woke”
ideologies at all levels of edu-
cation. Besides, the mandates
at the PK-12 schools, add all 54
campuses of the state’s largest
postsecondary system, formerly
known as MnSCU, renamed
MNState. The new plan, Equity
2030, promises to “eliminate” all
disparity in academic achieve-
ments, regardless of race or eth-
nicity, complete with a toolkit
for faculty to utilize for the de-
sired outcomes or face labeling
as racists and suffer “job conse-
quences.”

Minnesota State Chancellor
Devinder Malhotra and his Of-
fice of Equity and Inclusion
attribute the lack of academic
achievement to “institutional
racism.” The program claims
that students have no personal
responsibility for their academic
success. Their failings are not
due to poor academic preparation

and study habits, but rather only
to the discrimination by teach-
ers and schools. PK-12 schools
have failed learners, particularly
minorities, in the name of equity
and social promotion. Instead of
exacerbating students’ failures,
Minnesota State should be pro-
moting hard work and high stan-
dards. The number of students
seeking training and postsecond-
ary education in other states will
only grow.

Dr. Phyllis E. VanBuren
Clearwater, MN

TO THE EDITOR:

I wanted to thank you (Patriot)
for printing the correction in last
week’s paper “Corrections: To
Teachers Union story” on page
8. It is great to recognize that
the Becker School Board did
their homework to understand
the group’s mission before they
were allowed to speak before the
board. I would add that it should
be recognized that the main con-
tent was provided by two local
residents (and former school
board members). Also, a refer-
ence to the actual discussion on
the communications plan should
have been provided to give the
context to the communications
plan that was the subject of the
issue. This can be found on the
school board portion of the dis-
trict website in the recording of
the May 2, 2022 meeting (contact
the district office or email a board
member if you need help finding
the link) starting at the 43:08
point of the meeting recording.
Thanks again for the correction

and we continue to value the
paper as a way to get the informa-
tion out to community members.
Mark Swanson

Board Chair, Becker ISD 726

TO THE EDITOR:

There are two candidates for the
Sherburne County Commissioner
District four when deciding who
to vote for, please do your home-
work. One candidate has 18
years’ experience in local gov-
ernment with extensive involve-
ment with Sherburne County.
One is a small business owner
and retired farmer with a vast
amount of time dealing with em-
ployees and business associates
in a professional and dignified
manner, also working with mul-
tiple boards at the local, state and
national level. One has been cen-
sured twice by the same council
that he has to work with because
of his treatment of employees and
ignoring the process and the rules
of the code of conduct. One can-
didate has conducted himself in a
professional manner at all public
meetings. One has asked for for-
giveness for his inexcusable be-
havior at a council meeting. Do
your research and it will show to
vote for Gary Gray for Sherburne
County Commissioner. Gary is
the only choice you have for an
honest, transparent candidate
with great character and high in-
tegrity to represent District four
and all of Sherburne County.
Vote Gary Gray on November
8th.

Dave Stimmler

Haven, MN

TO THE EDITOR:

As a constituent of Sherburne
County District 4 I have been
looking closely at the Commis-
sioner’s race. Jerome “Lefty”
Kleis has some disturbing his-
tory. In December 2013, Becker
Mayor Kleis failed to attend a
PUC hearing regarding the clo-
sure of Sherco. The absence did
not go unnoticed by the PUC
commissioner who stated she
would love to hear what the
Mayor of Becker would have to
say on the subject. In an April
2022, public hearing Sherco,
Kleis said “Unit 1 and 2 I really
don’t have a problem with you
shutting them down.” Mayor
Kleis has been censured twice for
violating the city’s code of con-
duct concerning harassing behav-
ior. In an October 2014, Lefty
apologized for his inexcusable
behavior at the previous month’s
meeting. Gary Gray is the Super-
visor for Clear Lake Township,
has filled some civic roles and is a
retired potato farmer. So my two
choices are 1) a guy who doesn’t
show up to represent his constit-
uency and when he does, he ei-
ther sells them down the road or
acts in such a way that he’ll end
up getting sued; Or 2) a guy who
was a business owner and takes
good care of Clear Lake Town-
ship. I guess I know which way
I’1l vote in November.

Bill Affeldt

Clear Lake, MN

TO THE EDITOR:
This November, four of the five
Sherburne Co. Commission po-

sitions are up for election. All
incumbents need to be voted
out of office, and the remain-
ing commission needs to resign.
Why? There are many reasons .
. . let me start with election in-
tegrity. Since prior to Febru-
ary of this year individuals have
been providing the commission-
ers evidence showing how our
Dominion voting machines are,
(1) designed to be able to change
election results; (2) capable of
being programed to miss report
the actual vote; (3) capable to
being “hacked”, so as to miss
report the actual vote. This evi-
dence has been provided through
numerous “open forum” portions
of their bimonthly, meetings
where residents can speak but
the commissioners — instead
of answering — sit stone-faced.
Numerous requests for the county
to hold a “public hearing” have
been made, which unlike open
forum, will allow for questions
to be asked and addressed, but
none have been granted. There
are only two reasons for the com-
missioners to not providing a
public hearing on this important
matter. They are either incom-
petent or corrupt. Once a fresh
slate of commissioners is seated,
the Sherburne Co. Administrator
needs to be replaced as it is he
that appears to have sway over
the organization.

Next week, “Consent Agendas”.
Bret R. Collier

Big Lake, MN
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FT, PT & On-call Careglvers All Shifts

REM

Make a difference for

%) Becker Public Schools

Preparing sell-directed leamers to thrive in a changing gicbal community

BECKER PUBLIC SCHOOLS IS HIRING!

individuals with BE A PART OF OUR TEAM!
disabilities as a DSP W—
Search jobs and apply online at: AT Z g
sevitahealth.com DEVILd e TEACHERS
Call Rachel for more information: 763-377-2357
SevitaHealth.com L4 PARAPROFESSIONALS
* NURSES
. . e CUSTODIANS
Time to FALL info a NEW e FOOD SERVERS/
CAREER with Express! DISHWASHERS
e e |+ BUS AND VAN DRIVERS
* DIRect HIRe MECHANICS JoBS! * CUSTOMER SERVICE
* FORKLIFT OPERATORS * B2B SALES PROFESSIONAL
* PICKING & PACKAGING WORKERS ....AND MORE! -
* WAREHOUSE WORKERS FOR INFORMATION ON ALL OUR OPENINGS, PLEASE VISIT WWW.BECKER.K12.MN.US
QUESTIONS? CONTACT ANGELA OSWALD @ 763-261-4502, OPTION 3
320-251-1038 Suick
EXPRESSPROS.COM/STCLOUDMN APPLY.TODAY!
Age 55+ workers
needed for PT
light custodial <A bayerbuilt.com
) :es:lagrant/ work at the Full- [z12|3]2/:
00 ourt
Supervisor er Lake & Enfield
« Gas Station/Fuel Rest Areas locat-

f KNIFE RIVER

AN MDU RESOURCES COMPANY

Center Supervisor ed on 1-94. Con-

= :
*$3,000 sign on bonus paid at go days tact Green VleW a R a I ltn R D a d
when you are hired on as a F'T" Supervisor.
Empl foy benelits of food dp‘ft hop discount at 651-639-1913.
mployees enjoy benefits of food, gas, and gift shop discounts. H .
We also offer options of medical, dental, company matching 40IK, We are hiri ng for a:

and paid time off. Come join a great team! Assistant Plant Operator
Candidates can apply in-person or online Ra“ Car Mate ria| Hand|er

stacis@clearwatertravelplaza.com
To learn more or apply, please visit www.kniferiversd.com

www.clearwatertravelplaza.com

320-558-2261
CLEARWATER

travel 2 plaza
I-94 & Hwy 24, Clearwater, MN

)
BECKER LRBERTY

Furniture | Mattress | Design PAPER INC.

an LDI Company

We consider applicants for all positions without regard to race, color, religion,
gender, national origin, gender identity, disability, age, marital status, pro-
tected Veteran status, creed, status with regard to public assistance, sexual
orientation, or any other protected category under applicable state/federal
law. Applicants of diverse backgrounds are encouraged to apply.

NOW HIRING DELIVERY DRIVERS AND DELIVERY Liberty Paper is seeking Production and Maintenance Technicians.
ASSISTANTS AT OUR BECKER DISTRIBUTION CENTER LOCATION! We are a 100% recycled paper mill located in Becker! Apply online today!

Earning potential of $50,000-$60,000 per year!
Training provided — No CDL Required - No Experience Necessary! If you $25.00/hr. $33 - $36/hr. DOQ & Experience
have a good attitude and strong work ethic, we will train you to be a + Shift Differential includes shift premium
successful member of our delivery team! PLUS - Hiring Bonus + Shift Differential
Call or text Mark at 612-290-3305 to apply! PLUS - Hiring Bonus

*Competitive Wages + Overtime + Quarterly Bonuses + Benefits including PTO, Medical,
Dental, Vision, Life, Disability Insurances, Tuition Assistance & more!

Visit: Libertydiversified.com/careers/

KASOWSKI GROUP

NOW HIRING!

© FT FARM LABOR

c © Helping © FT EQUIPMENT OPERATOR e FT FARM MECHANIC
arg’ the worl

Apply in person, 1 mile east of Becker,
137th left, 1/8 mile on left. 612-747-0163

HELP WANTED PT

Hours and days vary. We are flexible. Some
computer skills preferred. Will train. 16 years and
older. Apply in person, ask for John or Kim

opportunities: e’ >
Achieve gréaamme 3 Tecker Feuik Yalue. TR
things. ‘

Cargill is Now Hiring for Production roles in Monticello and Big Lake!

Cargill is one of the largest, most diverse and most successful food companies in the world, and our
purpose is to nourish the world in a safe, responsible and sustainable way. We prioritize our employees’
health and well-being, who are essential to the food supply chain. Our broad scale and scope allow you to
take your career anywhere you’d like; providing you with new opportunities for you to grow, develop and
make an impact on the future of our business. Choose Cargill and take your opportunity to thrive!

Apply Online Today!

Visit: careers.cargill.com/Monticello-mn or careers.cargill.com/Biglake-mn

$3,000 Sign-On Bonus!

1st Shift Food Handler — $18.15+ /hour
2"d Shift Food Handler — $20.15+ /hour -
3 Shift Sanitation — $22.00+ /hour f  Soan ihe AR

code with your

Over the Road Truck Driver - $.50-$.55 / mile Eoppe N

Monticello

Sign on bonus listed is for full time employment. Part time sign on bonus is $1,000

Cargill is an Equal Opportunity Employer, including Disability/Vet.



1+ ACRE LOTIN BIG LAKE

+ Beautiful treed walk-out lot

+ Driveway already in & less than four miles from town

+ Perfect site to build your dream home
« Our builder or yours
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Septte Flmping
TheGrassIsAways| ﬁ!ﬁ?“ﬁ[%

'!m,,ﬁP'!CTa!‘k' ‘

« Installation of Sewer Systems
» Sewer Inspection & Design - Septic Pumping
& Repairs - Bobcat & Backhoe Work

BUSSE’S SEPTIC PUMPING

Call for an Appointment 320-743-2482

7953 Church St.

Clear Lake
$375,000, 3bd, 3ba
1.42 acres, extra lots
available!

HOME TEAM

KELLERWILLIAMS, REALTY
INTEGRITY NORTHWEST

TROY & AMITY FELTON
320-260-4201

EVERYDAY PEOPLE.
EXCEPTIONAL RESULTS.

HALLER

BECKER OFFICE
12908 1st Street
763-207-6683

SAUK RAPIDS OFFICE
1310 2nd Street N
320-255-1911

Avea Hewy

Less banking.

Wre house WWg /

ortgage products to give you confidence in your
lome search, and access to experts along the way.

Cory Nuest

Vice President
NMLS 402524
(/763) 271-7216

CorTrust
Mortgage

CorTrustMortgage.com

ID 405612 « NMLS 458038 » Member FDIC (ENBER

Bulldog swimmers cruising in M8 action

By Mark Kolbinger,
Contributing Writer

The Becker swimming
and diving team carried its
momentum from the non
conference schedule into
the Mississippi 8 season last
Thursday as they downed
Cambridge-Isanti by a con-
vincing score of 104-82.

“It was a great win for
the team and we also added a
few more Section qualifiers to
the list,” Coach Tina Tamm
said. “We are getting close

to having fifty-percent of the
team qualified for the Section
meet and look to have the rest
done with our meets in Big
Lake (Thursday evening) and
Milaca (today- Saturday).”

In the win over the Blue-
jackets, the Bulldogs posted
a clean sweep in the 200
Individual Medley, as Laila
Cook, Joey Cox and Brianna
Dabhle peppered the top three
spots, respectively.

“We almost had a clean
sweep in the 100 free also,
but a slight twist of the foot

on the block caused us to get
a disqualification,” Tamm
said. “We shrugged it off,
however, and came back
strong on the back half of the
meet.”

Section qualifiers for the
meet included Sophie Studer
in the 100 butterfly, Grace
Wynia in the 100 freestyle
and Laila Cook in the 200 In-
dividual Medley.

Look for details of the
Bulldogs’ Thursday night tilt
against the Hornets in next
week’s Patriot.

Liberty Paper Player of the Game

By Bill Morgan
Editor/Staff Writer
Reporter.Bill@PatriotNewsMN.com

Senior captain Alex
Weiss was named “Player
of the Week” for his out-
standing game against Ro-
cori.

Alex is a three year
starter at receiver. He had

seven receptions for 108
yards and one touchdown.

Coach Mike Lundeen
said, “Alex is one of the
best route runners I have
coached. He finds a way to
get open.”

ALEX WEISS was named Liberty Paper Player of the Game for his perfor-
mance in the Aug. 26 game against Rocori. (Submitted Photo)

Bulldog boys soccer opens season 3-3

By Mark Kolbinger,
Contributing Writer

The Becker Bulldog
boys soccer team opened
the season with a three game
win streak before falling in
three straight games to even
up their record at 3-3.

Thunder

The Bulldogs scored at
will in the season opening
6-0 victory over Zimmer-
man.

“We were firing on all
cylinders and extremely ex-
cited for the season to start,”
Coach Nick Crowley said.
“We put in a lot of hard
work over the summer and
in preseason and it showed
in this game.”

Becker scoring, First
half: Micah Boyer (Kyle
Vogl assist), Rowen Klug
(Boyer assist), Chris Stich
(Evan Norbert assist),
Boyer. Second half: Boyer
(Brekken Klug assist),
Boyer (Cole Kalinowski
assist).

“We worked hard at
defending to secure the
shutout,” Crowley added.
“Our offense was clicking.

Blacklopping

MICAH BOYER has had a tor-
rid start to the season for the Becker
Bulldog boys soccer team, scoring 11
goals in the first three games. (Photo
by Mark Kolbinger.)

All around, we played very,
very well.”

Tigers

The second game of the
season was a slightly differ-
ent story, as the Bulldogs
won a nine goal thriller, 5-4.

Boyer, once again,
opened up the scoring in the
first five minutes with an

Zuncral

assist from Brekken Klug,
but midway through the first
half, a series of defensive
errors by Becker allowed
Hutchinson to score two
goals to put them up, 2-1.

“About 10 minutes
later, senior Hudson Romfo
won the ball back, senior
Kyle Vogle sent a fantastic
ball down the line to fresh-
man Asher Olson who sent
it through the center and as-
sisted Boyer to make it 2-2,”
Crowley said. Hutchinson
added another goal before
the Klug to Boyer connec-
tion lit up the scoreboard
again for a 3-3 halftime tie.

Second half scoring for
Becker included a Kevin
Vogl goal on an assist by
Norberg, as well as a free
kick goal when sophomore
Eric Kyaw found Rowen
Klug, who flicked it on to
Boyer to secure the decid-
ing goal.

“We made some de-
fensive errors and we
lacked communication in
this game,” Crowley said.
“However, we definitely
showed some grit.”

Johnnies

For the third game in
a row, Boyer opened the
scoring in the seventh min-
ute, again on an assist from
Brekken Klug, as Becker
would go on to beat the St.
John’s Prep Johnnies, 3-0.

At the 12 minute
mark, Rowen Klug found
Boyer, who slotted it past
the keeper to make it 2-0.
Three minutes into the sec-
ond half, Boyer intercepted
a pass, dribbled from half
past the defender and once
again sent it to the back of
the net for his third goal of
the game.

“We finished the game
out pretty well and we se-
cured the shutout,” Crowley
said. “Our defending was
spot on.”

Tigers

The Bulldogs hosted
Princeton to open up con-
ference play in the Missis-
sippi 8 and came away on
the short end of a 2-3 score.

Becker took the lead
on a Boyer goal, as he was
assisted by Norberg and
Klug. After the Tigers tied
the game, Kevin Vogl then
found Boyer, who found the

Dental

(Gl cas )

BLACKTOPPING INLC.
RESIDENTIAL COMMERCIAL
PAVING CONTRACTORS

Serving the Metro &
Surrounding Areas Since 1967
www.c-sblacktopping.com
Major Credit Cards accepted
FREE ESTIMATES
a “green” paving contractor

763.428.2225

PETERSON -
< GRIMSMO
FUNERAL CHAPEL

Serving your
community since 1933

250 East Broadway
Monticello, MN 55362

763-295-2918

Our family serving yours!

LL'763.275.0275
TODAY!

A @eneon
2o Smite!”

NorthwayDental

Member of American

associates

Academy of Dental
Group Practice

935 Clearwater Professional Building

(320) 558-2201

Mon.: 8:30-4:30 - Tue.: 9-5 - Wed.: 8:30-4:30
EJ™F ALSO: 1500 Northway Drive, St. Cloud

back of the net and the Bull-
dogs had a 2-1 lead.

The Tigers again
evened up the score and it
stayed that way until over-
time, Princeton drove the
ball down the field and
scored with a lucky deflec-
tion off of a Bulldog de-
fender.

“We played tough,”
Crowley said. “We played
very well considering we
had to make some changes
in our lineup with Owen
Kolbinger out of the lineup.
We worked hard, but in the
end our tired legs couldn’t
carry us further. Senior
goalkeeper Nick Gruber had
some very big and timely
saves to keep us in the game,
but we couldn’t find another
goal to level it out.”

Royals

Becker then fell 0-2 to
a good Watertown-Mayer
team.

“We looked tired and
we were struggling through
some injuries,” Crowley
said. “With a small squad,
one injury can severely im-
pact a team. Gruber, once
again, had some great saves

ﬁétoMJ

JEDDELOH | SNYDER,PA

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

* Family Law

* Real Estate

* Business Planning
* Business Litigation
¢ Wills & Trusts

* Estate Planning

¢ Guardianships

763-262-2889

www.jeddelohsnyder.com

to keep us in it.”

Saints

Becker traveled to Saint
Francis to continue confer-
ence play and fell again,
2-3. Norberg converted the
penalty at the 13 minute
mark to open the scoring
and make it 1-0 in favor of
the Bulldogs. The Saints
scored once to tie it at 1-1
heading into halftime, but
Becker came out and took
the lead on great work from
Rowen and Brekken Klug,
along with Boyer, as they
found Asher Olson for his
first varsity goal.

“It was one of the high-
lights so far this season,
such a team goal,” Crow-
ley said. “It started in our
half, we made a handful of
passes, moved well, and we
finished.”

Becker, however
couldn’t hold on as the
Saints took the lead down
the stretch.

“We have a tough
stretch of games coming up,
tough opponents and long
trips,” Crowley said. “We
need to bounce back.”

NOW HIRING FOR
SERVICE TECHNICIANS
AND INSTALLERS.
GREAT PAY AND
BENEFITS. EMAIL A
RESUME TO:

ACEHEATINGANDAIR@
OUTLOOK.COM

Or, apply online:
https://aceheatingand
airinc.com/employment/

Ace Heating And

Air Conditioning
763-389-2647
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Be a Patriot Page
Snonsor! Call
163.215.0215 to
secure your ad

Edged by

Monticello, 2-1

By Ken Francis,

PROUD SPONSOR
OF THE
NEWSPAPER,
EVENTS, ACTIVITIES
AND BUSINESSES
IN OUR LOCAL
COMMUNITIES!

BECKER. M~

763-262-5850
tjipottertrucking.com

Sherburne
State Bank

12500 Sherburne Ave.,
Becker, MN 55308
763.261.4200

NORTHERN
METALS RECYLING
IS A PROUD SPONSOR
OF THIS PAGE WITH
THE PATRIOT
NEWSPAPER

Northern Metals Recyling
is a global forerunner in
metals recycling and is

based out of our brand-new
state-of-the-art facility
in Becker

emr

Becker, MN

(" GRATEFULFOROUR )
COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER
AND ALL THEEVENTS
COVEREDINOUR
SURROUNDING AREAS!
Good Luck Athtetes!

612.298.3608

Sarawaytashek
@edinarealty.com

e

SARA WAYTASHEK
REALTOR®

EdinaRealty.
\. J

[E—

Appreciative of our
local newspaper!
We proudly support
our communities

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.
13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Mon. - Thu., 9am-5pm; Fri. 9am-1pm

AMERICAN FAMILY
| INSURANCE |

Insure carefully, dream fearlessly.

American Family Mutual Insurance Company. S.1..
6000 American Parkway Madison, Wl 53783

aesm MARQUETTE

HOME TEAM

Contributing Writer

The Big Lake boys soc-
cer team had an early lead but
couldn’t hold on to it in a 2-1
loss at Monticello Monday.

Although the Magic had
an advantage in possession
time, the Hornets played them
evenly and neutralized any at-
tacks near the goal.

Big Lake finally broke
the ice when Charly Dongmo
took a pass on a two-on-one
and scored on a low shot to
the left corner of the net to
give the Hor-
netsa 1-0 lead
with 6:05 left
in the first
half.

It stayed
that  way
through the
first 10 min-
utes of the
second half
before the
Magic inter-
cepted a pass
deep inside Big Lake’s ter-
ritory and put one past goal-
keeper Tyler Huver to tie the
game.

It seemed like an uphill
battle from that point forward,
even though the Hornets had
a few chances in Monticello’s
half of the field.

The Magic kept up the
pressure and scored again
with 17:08 left to take the
lead.

Huver did well to keep
the game close, but the Hor-
nets just didn’t have the legs
to get up and down the field
late in the game.

Coach Mike Baldwin
said his team was sort of de-
pleted with injuries and the
fact that the JV game began
during the second half of the
varsity game. A number of
JV players are also on the
varsity squad, and once that
game began, almost all the
substitutions had to leave.

“The JV had one sub and

we had two,” he said.

Two of his players were
also hurt, which made mat-
ters even worse. Goalkeeper
Huver couldn’t make goal
kicks because of an injury,
so he had to pass the ball off
on goal kicks. Even Dongmo,
the goal scorer, is nursing an
injury. It was his first game of
the season.

“We’re not making ex-
cuses,” said Baldwin. “But

if we could have had the JV
guys for the last 15 minutes, it
might have gotten us over the
hump.”

Baldwin
says the team
played well, and
he’s hoping to get
everyone back so
the team can play
the way they be-
lieve they can.

“When we
get healthy we’ll
be all right,” said
Baldwin. “It’s a
long season.”

Last week
the Hornets tied Hutchinson,
2-2. Andrew Lange opened
the scoring with an early goal
for a 1-0 Big Lake lead.

Hutchinson tied the game
a few minutes later, the went
ahead near the end of the half
for a 2-1 lead.

The game stayed that
way until the 65th min-
ute when Austin Brethorst
knocked in a rebound to tie
the game. It stayed that way
through the rest of the half and
overtime for a 2-2 tie.

The Hornets followed
that tie with shutout losses to
Watertown-Mayer (2-0), St.
Francis (4-0) and Zimmerman
(2-0).

They are 1-5-1 on the
season. They played North
Branch Thursday and play at
Chisago Lakes Monday, re-
sults to follow next week.

® “Dr. Gossman did an amazing job with
my cataract surgery. I would highly
recommend him!”

— Mary Nehring, Cataract Surgery patient

“Dr. Mitchell

Specializing in: e
«Cataracts «DiabeficEve «Blurred Vision
«Glaucoma Disease «Allother Eve
*DryEves «Macular Disotders
Degenerafion «Roufine Eve Exams
Accepting all major insurance including Medicare.
<@ | Eye Associates g roosevelt ra., suite 101
of Ceniial Plirmesoticn St. Cloud, MN 56301
WWW.EAOFCM.COM 320-774-3789
]

LOOKINGTO
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763.275.0275
TODAY!

Hornets fall to Apollo, 27-14

By Bill Morgan, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

The Big Lake Hornet
football team fell to 0-2 on
the season with a loss to
Apollo High School Sept. 9
on the road, 27-14.

The Hornets found
themselves down by four
scores before they finally
dented the scoreboard with
two late TDs. The Hornets
ran 68 total plays and gained
245 yards — 206 on the
ground in the lopsided loss.

Apollo first got on the
board in the first quarter
when they scored on a 42-
yard TD pass and converted
a two-point try to go up
8-0. They followed that up
on their next possession by
scoring from 19 yards out,
but failing in their two-point
conversion attempt.

They continued their

effective passing game by
scoring a third first quarter
TD to bring the score to
20-0. Another failed two-
point attempt kept that score
there until they widened
their lead in the second on
a 30-yard score. This time,
they kicked the XP to head
to halftime with the score,
27-0.

Not sure if it was the
halftime speeach or the Ea-
gles just took their foot off
the gas pedal, but it opened
the door for the Hornets.

In the third, Nolan
Miller punched the ball
across the goal line from
two yards out and Carson
Gellerman did the same for
the successful two-point try.
Later, the Hornets again-
drove the field and after
Reid Josewski scored from
four yards out, the score was
suddenlt 27-14. The Hornets

tried the two-pointer, but it
failed and eventually the
time ran out on their come-
back and they fell to 0-2.

Gellerman was 5-for-
10 for 39 yards through the
air with one interception.
Miller gained 113 yards on
the ground on 17 carries and
had the one TD. Jonah Mall-
berg had three catches for 16
yards.

On defense, Jonah
Blackman led all defenders
with four tackles, three as-
sists, one sack and two tack-
les for loss.

Up Next

The Hornets (0-2) will
now prepare for their bout
against Willmar Friday,
Sept. 16. The Cardinals
enter the North Central
- White bout with a 1-1
record. In their last bout,
Willmar was toppled by
Hutchinson, 44-0.

o B

FIItrete@ Clean Air Filters
(H127514) / (T759746) Series

3 Pk. Indoor Window
Insulation Kit
(108029)

Shrink Film Window 58
Insulation Kit
(109486) 8.99

PrRIME

21 99

50' SJTW Round Orange
Extension Cord
(106329)

Bocker Jhue lalue

M-F 8am - 6pm ¢ Sat 8am - 5pm * Sun 10am - 3pm
13350 1st St, Becker, MN ¢ 763-261-4464

(Next to Becker Furniture World)

Liberty Paper
Player of the Game

By Bill Morgan
Editor/Staff Writer

Senior captain and
Becker quarterback, Ryan
Bengtson, was named
“Player of the Week” for
his outstanding game last
Friday where Becker beat
Delano 31-28. Ryan led the
offense to a season high 400
yards against a good Delano
defense. Ryan had a com-
bined 200 yards of rushing
and passing. He threw three
TD passes.

Quarterback coach
Mike Lundeen said, “Ryan
did a great job calling the
right plays from the line of
scrimmage. He read the de-
fense very well. Often Ryan
gets us out of bad plays and
checks to better plays. I am
blessed to be coaching him.”

RYAN BENGTSON was named
Liberty Paper Player of the Game
for his performance in the Sept. 9
game against Delano. (Submitted
Photo)

Bulldogs, Bengtsons beat Tigers, 31-28

By Bill Morgan, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

The Bulldog football
team rebounded from a
week one defeat to Rocori
to eke out a high-scoring
affair in Delano last Friday
night.

Zach Bengtson pro-
vided the heroics as he con-
verted a 27 yard field goal
in the waning minutes of
the game to give the visi-
tors a 31-28 win over the
Tigers.

It was a back-and-forth
contest throughout the
night as both teams traded
TDs until Bengtson sealed
the win with his foot. Alex
Weiss and Ryan Bengtson
connected for three scores
as the Bulldogs amassed
382 yards on offense. Ryan
also scored once on the
ground.

In the first quarter,
Ryan B. found Weiss from
five yards out early to put
the road team on top at 7-0.
Delano responded with an

ISAIAH GARDNER (#1) followed his blockers as he raced around right end
during last Friday’s Becker versus Delano game. (Photo by Sara Waytashek).

83-yard TD score but they
missed the extra point to
make the score 7-6.
Bengtson found Weiss
late in the first from three
yards out to put the Bull-

dogs up 14-6 as the first
quarter ended.

Delano evened things
up when they drove the
field and scored from four
yards out to bring them

within two. After a suc-
cessful two-point conver-
sion, the game was tied
at 14 midway through the
second.

Bengtson and Weiss
once again connected —
this time from 19 yards out
to put Becker up by a TD.
Delano responded once
again when they completed
another long play, this one
from 34 yards out to bring
the game within one. An-
other missed XP sent the
game into halftime with the
Bulldogs up, 21-20.

Becker widened their
slim lead in the third when
Bengtson steered his of-
fense down the field, then
capped it off with a short
TD run to go up 28-20.

In the fourth, the Tigers
again executed a long pass
play — this one for 78 yards
— to answer the Bulldogs.
This time, their two-point
conversion worked and as
the clock ticked down, the
game was tied at 28.

That’s when Ryan’s

brother, Zach, provided the
epic conclusion.

Ryan finished the game
13-0f-23 for 176 yards and
three TDs through the air.
He also scored one on the
ground. Isaiah Gardner did
the bulk of the work on the
ground as he carried the
ball 14 times and gained
141 yards including a 34
yarder.

Kyan Blomquist had
six catches for 103 yards
including a 43 yarder.

On defense, Landen
Kujawa had six tackles and
one assist. Kaden Nicolas
had five tackles, one assist,
one sack and one tackle for
loss. Isaac Daluge had one
interception.

Up Next

The 1-1 Bulldogs host
their first home game of the
year Friday when they take
on the 1-1 Chisago Lakes
Wildcats at 7 p.m.
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Clannifiedds

CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINE IS 12 NOON WEDNESDAY

FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE WE ACCEPT: XIS

TO PLACE YOUR AD CALL: - 763.275.0275 OR
STOP BY OUR OFFICE AT 14054 BANK STREET, BECKER - WEB SITE: WWW.PATRIOTNEWSMN.COM

Adwlt Basie Ed.

Computers

Lavwwn Ca'ee

It's never too late to learn!

)
i1\ 1

I

GED Test Preparation
Tuesdays from 6-8:30 PM
Becker High School Library
(Enter Door #11)

No need to Pre-Register,

just come to class!
Call Community Ed for more

information 763-261-4506

Ayphalt/Blacktop

HANSON PAVING. Residen-
tial & commercial. Driveways,
parking lots, asphalt, paving &
asphalt patchwork. No job too
small. Call for a free estimate
320-259-7874 office. 3636
Quail Rd., Sauk Rapids. We
accept Visa & Mastercard.
www.hansonpaving.com

DESKTOPS AND LAPTOP
REPAIR. On-site or drop off.
Computer cleanup - upgrades.
Big Lake, 763-263-7070.

Farm Supplies

ol OAK PARK L@

CREAMERY

See us for all your feed
needs. Hubbard, Heims,
Purina & Oak Park brand
feeds. Crystalyx tubs. We
specialize in small orders
of custom made feed. RR
Corn $194.00/Bag. EN-
LIST E3 Soybeans $50.00/
Bag.

OAK PARK CREAMERY
16623 Ironwood Rd NE
Oak Park, MN

B 320-968-7864 U5

Landreaping Supplies

Atomotive

OO WA T @]

MURPHY
CHEVROLET

New & Used Cars & Trucks
(320) 968-6239

www.murphychevrolet.com

N NED YO M@ O

1200 CAES RACTUPS FORPARTS §

(1P 70 6T DG
= ALSO BUYING JUNK CARS :
& PICH UPS

Larry's uto; 120-558-2245
I}W'M'Tﬂ_l_l- -1]0’“‘"]'}'
| 1

' HASSAN SAND &
' GRAVEL has a large se-
1 . .

. lection of decorative rock,
, Pulverized & screened top-
1 soil, all types of driveway
1 aggregates, wood & rubber
I mulch, landscape supplies,
I play/volleyball/mason sand,
! fieldstone boulders, steps &
: natural quarry stone, syn-
, thetic turf products. M-F
| 7am-4pm & Sat. 7am-noon,
1 13530 Williamdale Rd.,
1 Rogers. 763-428-2393.

I www.HassanSand.com

' Clip this ad & save $20

: off your purchase of

. $100 or more!

1

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
Exp. 11/13/22 :
o

TOTAL LAWN CARE, INC.
Locally owned & operated
since 1985. Fertilization, core
aeration, guaranteed control
of: weeds, crabgrass, mos-
quitoes, ants/ticks/spiders,
grubworms and Emerald Ash
Borer. Experience the differ-
ence! 320-685-4131.
www.lawntlc.info.

Owtdloo’s Frnaces

NOTICE: Outdoor Furnace,
Parts and Supplies, High
demand and limited avail-
ability. Plan and look ahead.
Reserve now to have one
for this summer or fall instal-
lation. We feature Central
Boiler furnaces and products
for complete installation. We
have Financing available,
26% Tax Credit available on
some models. Reserve today
Class-Act Outdoor Furnace
763-972-6255

Ued Ca'es

220 USED CARS to choose
from. We also BUY used cars.
Guaranteed Approval! Brandl
Auto Connection, 559 Hwy 10,
St. Cloud (next to the red barn
Dairy Queen). 320-229-1900.
Apply online at:
www.BrandlAutoConnection.com

Fabrto Sale

FABRIC SALE. 4 dollars per
yard. Good quality quilt shop
fabric. 3886 140th Ave SE,
Clear Lake, 55319. Sept. 22-
25, 9-5. 11 miles N. of Becker
to CR48, follow yellow signs.

TO PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD Call 763-275-0219

=] < 9] * L 9w
Determine the code to reveal the answer!

e &

Solve the code to discover words related to writing.
Each number corresponds to a letter.
(Hint: 2 =R)

8 2 15 17 24

3 2 25 16 14 23 24

14 7 3 2 3 14 25 24 2

3 20 25 7 15 2

AOYIND (] 423004DYD 7)) 211D " asoud Y isdamsuy

Sun. - Sept. 18, 2022:
eNational Singles Week (9/18-
9/24)

*AKC Responsible Dog Ow-
nership Day

eCanada: Puppy Mill Awareness
Day

eNational Security Appreciation
Week (9/18-9/24)

eNational Cheeseburger Day
*US Air Force Established: An-
niversary, 1947

eNational Unmarried & Singles
Week (9/18-9/24)

eDeaf Pet Awareness Week
(0/18-9/24)

eNational Farm Safety & Health
Week (9/18-9/24)

*Terry Fox Run

eInternational Week of the Deaf
(9/19-9/25)

*World Reflexology Week
(9/19-9/24)

Tues. - Sept. 20, 2022:
*Voter Registration Day

eNational Care for Kids Day
*IT Professionals Day
*National Pepperoni Pizza Day

This Week's
Calendar Events:

*National Dog Week
*Adopt-a-Less-Adoptable-Pet
Week (9/20-9/26)

Wed. - Sept. 21, 2022:
*World Alzheimer’s Day

*UN: International Day of Peace
eInternational Coastal Cleanup

eFirst Day of Fall

eNational Centernarian’s Day
eAmerican Business Women’s
Day

*Elephant Appreciation Day
*Remember Me Thursday®

elce Cream Cone: Anniversary,
1903

*Emancipation Proclamation:
Anniversary, 1862

Fri. - 23,2022:
eInternational Day of Sign Lan-
guages

e[nnergize Day

eLibra, The Scales (9/23-10/22)
Sat., Sept. 24, 2022:

eNational Hunting and Fishing
Day

eNational Public Lands Day
eNational Punctuation Day
*Ryder Cup 2022 (9/24-9/26)

L=

Becker Area Senior
CGenter [BASC)
Upcoming Events

Singleton Street

BASC NOW AT BCC!
ALL AREA SENIORS
WELCOME.
SENIOR CENTER OPEN MON. - FRI. 5SAM-5PM.
COFFEE IS ON AT 5AM. COME DROP IN!

Mon., Sept. 19: 9am-Cribbage, bring a partner.
Tues., Sept. 20: 9:15am-500 Club-cash prizes; 10:15am-Nordic walk-
ing-BCC-registration required; 1130am-Birthday Lunch-Music by the

: 9am-Cards/Conversation.

Thurs., Sept. 22:
Fri., Sept. 23: Oct. Newsletter articles due!

Becker Community Center: 763-200-4271
Blood Pressure available whenever BASC is open
Send activity/class opportunities to: basc.becker@gmail.com
Planning Mtg.
3rd Wed., 1pm
Board Mtg. Sept. 21, 3-5pm

PATRIOT
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Pick up a copy
of the PATRIOT
atthe following [
locations:

CLEARWATER:
Cohorn's; 7
Palmer:

General Store;
SANTIAGO:
General Store;

‘ BECKER: 7

Food Pride,

PATRIOT office;
BIGLAKE: ¢
Cohorn’s

&
POLICE
REPORTS
are
posted on
our
wehsite:

P = e = = == o

LBI!I Lake Senior Center N
The Big Lake Senior Club |
meets Tues., 1-4pm, Big Lake
| City Hall, 160 Lake St. North. |
‘We would love to have you
join us for card games, refresh- |
ments & conversation.
For More Information Call: |
(763) 309-1010 and/or (763)
| 207-8703 |
.|

l.
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BT e 3l @
v, YO 0o e,
kL

|

7

AUTOMOBILES

CASH FOR CARS! We buy all
cars! Junk, high-end, totaled — it
doesn’t matter! Get free towing and
same day cash! NEWER MODELS
too! Call 1-866-258-6720. (mcn)

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHAR-
ITY. Receive maximum value of
write off for your taxes. Running or
not! All conditions accepted. Free
pickup. Call for details. 855-752-
6680 (mcn)

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK
TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND.
Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax Deduct-
ible, Free Towing, All Paperwork
Taken Care Of. CALL 1-855-977-
7030 (mcn)

SAVE MONEY ON EXPENSIVE
AUTO REPAIRS! Our vehicle
service program can save you up to
60% off dealer prices and provides
you excellent coverage! Call for a
free quote: 877-385-3047 (Mon-Fri
:9am-4pm PST) (mcn)

CABLE/INTERNET

BEST SATELLITE TV with 2 Year
Price Guarantee! $59.99/mo with 190
channels and 3 months free premium
movie channels! Free next day instal-
lation! Call 855-824-1258. (mcn)

DirecTV Satellite TV Service
Starting at $74.99/month! Free In-
stallation! 160+ channels available.
Call Now to Get the Most Sports &
Entertainment on TV! 844-558-1767
(mcn)

DIRECTYV Stream - Carries the
Most Local MLB Games! CHOICE
Package, $89.99/mo for 12 months.
Stream on 20 devices in your home at
once. HBO Max included for 3 mos
(w/CHOICE Package or higher.)
No annual contract, no hidden fees!
Some restrictions apply. Call IVS
1-866-387-0621. (mcn)

Earthlink High Speed Internet. As
Low As $49.95/month (for the first 3
months.) Reliable High Speed Fiber
Optic Technology. Stream Videos,
Music and More! Call Earthlink
Today 1-855-679-7096. (mcn)

DISH Network. $64.99 for 190
Channels! Blazing Fast Inter-
net, $19.99/mo. (where available.)
Switch & Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift
Card. FREE Voice Remote. FREE
HD DVR. FREE Streaming on ALL
Devices. Call today! 1-855-434-0020
(mcn)

DIRECTYV for $79.99/mo for 12
months with CHOICE Package.
Watch your favorite live sports,
news & entertainment anywhere.
First 3 months of HBO Max, Cine-
max, Showtime, Starz and Epix in-
cluded! Directv is #1 in Customer
Satisfaction (JD Power & Assoc.)
Some restrictions apply. Call 1-866-
296-1409. (men)

EDUCATION

COMPUTER & IT TRAINING
PROGRAM! Train ONLINE to get
the skills to become a Computer &
Help Desk Professional now! Grants
and Scholarships available for certain
programs for qualified applicants.
Call CTI for details! 855-391-1156
(M-F 8am-6pm ET). Computer with
internet is required. (mcn)

TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDI-
CAL BILLING! Become a Medical
Office Professional online at CTI!
Get Trained, Certified & ready to
work in months! Call 855-493-4066.
(M-F 8am-6pm ET). Computer with
internet is required. (mcn)

FINANCIAL
The COVID crisis has cost us all
something. Many have lost jobs and

financial security. Have $10K In

Debt? Credit Cards. Medical Bills.
Car Loans. Call NATIONAL DEBT
RELIEF! We can help! Get a FREE
debt relief quote: Call 1-866-552-
0649.(mcn)

FOR SALE

For Sale: 6100 White 22 12 row
planter on a White 2-135, also a
12 row 22” Agco corn head with
Case IH adaptor. Call 920-344-0968.
(mcn)

HEALTH & MEDICAL
Attention Viagra users: Generic
100 mg blue pills or generic 20 mg
yellow pills. Get 45 plus 5 free $99
+ S/H. Call Today 1-877-707-5659.
(mcn)

Portable Oxygen Concentrator
May Be Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence and mobil-
ity with the compact design and
long-lasting battery of Inogen One.
Free information kit! Call 844-716-
2411.(mcn)

DENTAL INSURANCE from
Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage for 350 plus
procedures. Real dental insurance-
NOT just a discount plan. Do not
wait! Call now! Get your FREE
Dental Information Kit with all
the details! 1-855-973-9175 www.
dental50plus.com/https://www .den-
tal50plus.com/midwest #6258 (mcn)

Aloe Care Health, medical alert
system. The most advanced med-
ical alert product on the market.
Voice-activated! No wi-fi needed!
Special offer! Call and mention offer
code CARE20 to get $20 off Mobile
Companion. Call today! 1-855-654-
1926. (mcn)

Don’t let the stairs limit your mo-
bility! Discover the ideal solution for
anyone who struggles on the stairs, is
concerned about a fall or wants to re-
gain access to their entire home. Call
AmeriGlide today! 1-877-916-2093.
(mcn)

MISCELLANE

LONG DISTANCE MOVING:
Call today for a FREE QUOTE
from America’s Most Trusted Inter-
state Movers. Let us take the stress
out of moving! Speak to a Relocation
Specialist, call 877-327-0795. (mcn)

FREE AUTO INSURANCE
QUOTES for uninsured and insured
drivers. Let us show you how much
you can save! Call 855-995-2382
(mcn)

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS.
EASY, ONE DAY updates! We
specialize in safe bathing. Grab bars,
no slip flooring & seated showers.
Call for a free in-home consultation:
855-836-2250. (mcn)

NEED NEW FLOORING? Call
Empire Today® to schedule a FREE
in-home estimate on Carpeting &
Flooring. Call Today! 844-785-0305
(mcn)

Never clean your gutters again!
Affordable, professionally installed
gutter guards protect your gutters and
home from debris and leaves forever!
For a FREE Quote call: 877-761-
1449 (mcn)

The Generac PWRcell, a solar
plus battery storage system. SAVE
money, reduce your reliance on the
grid, prepare for power outages and
power your home. Full installation
services available. $0 Down Financ-
ing Option. Request a FREE, no
obligation, quote today. Call 1-877-
381-3059. (mcn)

Prepare for power outages today
with a GENERAC home standby
generator. $0 Money Down + Low

Monthly Payment Options. Request )
a FREE Quote. Call now before the
next power outage: 1-877-228-5789
(mcn)

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever!
LeafFilter, the most advanced de-
bris-blocking gutter protection.
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate
today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 10%
Senior & Military Discounts. Call
1-855-577-1268. Promo Code 285.
(mcn)

Safe Step. North Americas #1
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-line
installation and service. Now featur-
ing our FREE shower package and
$1600 Off for a limited time! Call
today! Financing available. Call Safe
Step 1-844-290-5083. (mcn)

PROTECT YOUR HOME from
pests safely and affordably. Pest,
rodent, termite and mosquito control.
Call for a quote or inspection today
844-949-4528 (mcn)

Vivint. Smart security. Profession-
ally installed. One connected system
for total peace of mind. FREE pro-
fessional installation! Four FREE
months of monitoring! Call now to
customize your system. 1-855-962-
5554(mcn)

Become a Published Author. We
want to Read Your Book! Dorrance
Publishing-Trusted by Authors Since
1920. Book manuscript submissions
currently being reviewed. Compre-
hensive Services: Consultation, Pro-
duction, Promotion and Distribution.
Call for Your Free Author's Guide
1-877-516-0706 or visit dorran-
ceinfo.com/Midwest (mcn)

Wesley Financial Group, LLC
Timeshare Cancellation Experts.
Over $50,000,000 in timeshare debt
and fees cancelled in 2019. Get free
informational package and learn how
to get rid of your timeshare! Free
consultations. Over 450 positive re-
views. Call 877-326-1608. (mcn)

Trouble hearing your TV? Try TV
EARS Voice Clarifying Wireless TV
Speaker. Better than a soundbar and/
or turning the TV volume way up.
Special, limited time $50 off offer.
Call TV Ears. Use code MBSP50.
Call 1-844-455-0505. (mcn)

Is your business among the US-
based companies that were af-
fected by the Covid-19 pandemic?
Now you can receive up to $26,000
per employee as per the Employee
Retention Credit (ERC) program re-
cently updated by the CARES Act.
Apply here: go.ecomdimes.com/erc
(mcn)

PER AL

Need a date? Try out http://www.
trydatingus.com. Join the best dating
site! (mcn)

PET PPIES FOR SALE
English cream golden retriever
puppies AKC registered. They will
be ready to go to their forever home
September 24. Call or text 563-659-
7999. (mcn)

WANT TO BUY

PAYING TOP CA$H FOR MEN’S
SPORT WATCHES! Rolex, Breit-
ling, Omega, Patek Philippe, Heuer,
Daytona, GMT, Submariner, Speed-
master.. Call: 866-314-9742. (mcn)

TOP CAS$H PAID FOR OLD GUI-
TARS! 1920-1980 Gibson, Martin,
Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild,
Mosrite, Rickenbacker, Prairie State,
D’ Angelico, Stromberg. And Gibson
Mandolins / Banjos. 866-470-1643.
(mcn)

J

MCAN

Minnesota Classified Advertising Network £

WANTED:

ALL1970S MOTORCYCLES
Running or not. Titled or not. Cash
in exchange. Sell now while prices
are high! Call Dan at 612/720-2142

EMPLOYMENT

PARAPROFESSIONAL POSITION
Annandale High School. Work with kids
during school hours! Excellent pay, ben-
efits, 6.5-hour days. Visit www.isd876.org
for details, human resources page.

CUSTODIAN - NIGHT SHIFT
Annandale ~ Schools, FT,  2-10:30
pm., M-E year-round. Join a great
team!  Visit  www.isd876.org  for
details, human  resources  page.

Your ad here!
Only $279 to reach a statewide audience of
1.7 million readers!!! 1-800-279-2979

WANTEDTOBUY [l MISCELLANEOUS il MISCELLANEOUS |

DIRECTV STREAM
Carries the most local MLB Games!
CHOICE  Package, $89.99/mo. for
12 months. Stream on 20 devices in your
home at once. HBO Max included for
3 mos. (w/CHOICE Package or higher.)
No annual contract, no hidden fees! Some
restrictions apply. Call IVS 855/803-9309

DISH NETWORK
$64.99 for 190 Channels! Blazing fast
internet, $19.99/mo. (where avail-

able.) Switch & get a FREE $100 Visa
gift card. FREE voice remote. FREE
HD DVR. FREE streaming on ALL
devices. Call today! 855/562-4309

DONATE YOUR CAR
truck or boat to Heritage For The
Blind. Free 3-day vacation, tax
deductible, free towing, all paper-
work taken care of 844/220-9501

THE GENERAC PWRCELL
a solar plus battery storage system.
Save money, reduce your reliance on
the grid, prepare for power outages
and power your home. Full installa-
tion services available. $0 Down financ-
ing option. Request a free, no obliga-
tion quote today. Call 888/913-5895

SAFE STEP
North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. Com-
prehensive lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service. Now featur-
ing our FREE shower package and $1600
off for a limited time! Call today! Financ-
ing available. Call Safe Step 855/440-8982

Advertise here statewide
in 230+ newspapers for
only $279 per week!
Call 800-279-2979

Leaf
GUTTER
PROTECTION

S CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

sun: 2pm-8pm EST

F]lter BACKED BY A YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE GUARANTEE

1-855-577-1268

15% % %

OFF OFF OFF
YOUR ENTIRE SENIOR & MILITARY TO THE FIRST
PURCHASE DISCOUNTS 50 CALLERS!™

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm,

*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. **Offer valid at time of estimate only
2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter
as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at
LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795 DOPL #10783658-5501  Licensett 7656
License# 50145 License# 41354 License# 99338 License# 128344 License# 218294 WA UBI# 603 233 977 License# 2102212986
License# 2106212946 License# 2705132153A License# LEAFFNW822JZ License# WV056912 License#t WC-29998-H17 Nassau HIC

| Promo Number: 285

License# H01067000 176447
tion# 366920918

HIC.0649905 C127229

127230 Registra-

PC6475 R731804
HIC License# 52229-H License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403 License# 0086990 Registration# H-19114.

13VH09953900 Registration# PA069383 Suffolk

Don't let the stairs americ
limit your mobility.
The AmeriGlide Rave 2 stair lift is

the ideal solution for anyone:
& Who struggles with using the stairs

& That is worried about risking a fall
& Who wants to access all of their home

Call now to save on a Rave 2 stair lift!

O1-877-916-2093

s
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= Cleas Luke/Cleanwater - Ovganizations

Clear Lake Legion
Meets the second Tues. of the month at 4180 105th Ave., Clear
Lake. The Legion will meet at 7:30pm. New members are always
welcome. Bud Stimmler at (320) 761-5793.

Clear Lake Lions
Meets the first & third Tues. of the month at Palmer Twp.
Hall at 7pm. PNe members ar always welcome. Please contact
any Lions member or one of the officers listed on our website:
www.clearlakelionsmn.org

Clear Valley Business Connections
Meets quarterly on the 2nd Thurs. of the month from
11:30am-1pm at various locations. Glenna Soenneker, President,
(320) 267-4361, clearvalleybc @ gmail .com.

Clearwater AA/Al-Anon
Meets at 7pm, Sun. night at Clearwater United Method-
ist Church, 405 Main St. Clearwater. (320) 310-1399 for AA or
(320) 558-6613 for Al-Anon.

Clearwater AA Meeting
Meets Mon. nights, 7pm at Rejoice Lutheran Church, 1155 CR 75,
Clearwater. (612) 801-7317.

Clearwater Area Friends of the Library

Clearwater Area Friends of the Library are currently
accepting donations of gently used books, DVDs & CDs
for their used bookstore located in the Clearwater Library.
Donations are tax deductible & can be dropped off at the Clearwater
Library.

Textbooks, dictionaries, encyclopedias, outdated
medical books, magazines, & moldy books cannot be ac-
cepted. All proceeds from the sale of used books are used to
support the programs, services & equipment of the Clearwater Library.

Clearwater American Legion Post 323 & Auxiliary
Clearwater Legion meetings are held the second Thurs. of the
month. Auxiliary 6:30pm, S.A.L. at 7pm, Legion 7:30pm. Clearwater
Legion, Clearwater.

Clearwater/Clear Lake Food Shelf
Open Mon. 5:30-7pm, Tues. 9-1lam & 6-8pm, Wed.
3-5pm & in the brown Lions Community Building be-
neath the water tower in Clearwater. We service residents of
Clearwater & Clear Lake.

Clearwater Narcotics Anonymous
Meets at 7pm, Wed. night at Clearwater United
Methodist Church, 405 Main St. Clearwater. (612) 607-4484.

Free Grace Recovery
Sun. 6-8pm at Clear Lake Town Hall, 7684 1st Ave. W. Clear
Lake. A light meal will be served at 6pm. Everyone is welcome. Justin

or Renee at (612) 384-9069.

Lions Club of Clearwater
Meets second Tues. of the month at 8pm. Clearwater Lions
Pavilion. www.clearwaterlionsmn.com

Weseollaneotes - Organizations
Every Child Deserves a Family! WE NEED YOU!

Sherburne County is recruiting Foster Homes! Family Foster Care
offers a temporary home until children can be safetly reunited with their
families or achieve permanency through kinship care or adoption. Foster
Care is the 24-hour care of a child in a home that meets the child’s basic
need for food, shelter, clothing, medical & dental care, privacy, safety,
& adult supervision.

Children enter Foster Care whose families are
experiencing difficulties, have special medical, emotional, or
developmental needs or who struggle with their own issues such as men-
tal health, behavior, or truancy. Foster Care is the least restrictive out-of-
home placement option & most likely a family setting.

Please contact: Chelsea Doherty 763) 765-4033 or
chelsea.doherty@co.sherburne.mn.us.

FREE - Advocates for Independence
First & third Wed. of the month 2-4pm at Indepen-
dent Lifestyles, 215 North Benton Drive, Sauk Rapids. Make a
difference in your community for people w/disabilities.
Michele Pelka (320) 281-2042. All abilities are welcome to attend.

FREE - The Saint Cloud Area Parkinson’s Disease
(PD) Support Group invites you to “Coffee &
Conversation” the last Wed. monthly at 10am at Edgewood Liv-
ing 677 Brianna Drive, Sartell. Meetings are open to those
diagnosed w/PD, their families, caregivers, & the general
public. Group provides support, education, & awareness about the
disease. Bobbi (320) 281-3343.

Mental Health Discussion Group
Meets Mon., 6-7pm at Independent Lifestyles, 215 N. Benton
Dr., Sauk Rapids. This is a free group, everyone is welcome. Ricky
(320) 281-2025.

Parkinson’s Disease Support Group
Meets third Mon. of the month, from 1-2:30pm at ILICIL
Independent Lifestyles, 215 N. Benton Dr., Sauk Rapids. This free group
provides support, education, & awareness about the disease. Independent
Lifestyles at (320) 529-9000.

Rivers of Hope
Advocates for ending family violence, is a non-profit
community based agency offering advocacy, support, educa-
tion & referral services for victims of family violence. Working in
partnerships w/schools, law enforcement, social service agencies
& the court system in Sherburne & Wright Co. (763) 295-3433 or
1-800-439-2642 or info@riversofhope.org. Free & confidential. Phones

answered 24/7.

Volunteer as a Foster Grandparent
Local schools & organizations need caring adults like you!

Orientation, training & ongoing support are provided. Pat Braun
(612) 390-0617.

Wright County Community Action
You have been affected & are hav-
ing or are anticipating having difficulity paying your
mortgage, WCCA is here to help you navigate your options & keep your
home. To speak with a homeownership advisor, call Wright County
Community Action at (320) 963-6500 ext. 238 today.
Services are unbiased, confidential & free of charge.

Frnandale Upcoming Sverts

Minnesota Pioneer Park 50th Anniversary

Honoring Nobel Shadduck & Early Founders. Sept. 24, 10am-4pm.
Civil War display, Demonstration By Rendezvous Tenters. Free Admis-
sion, donations appreciated. Special Music by the Wagon Wheelers in
the afternoon & so much more!

Minnesota Pioneer Park, 725 Pioneer Park Trl, Annandale.
Questions call 320-274-8489 or pioneerp@Ilakedlelink.net. Visit
website: www .pioneerpark.org

Clean Lake Upcoming Everts

Clear Lake Fire & Rescue Open House
Oct. 1, 2022, 1-3pm, Clear Lake Fire Hall, 8670 1st Ave West,
Clear Lake. North Helicopter, free giveaways & free food, fire truck
rides, games, bicycle drawings & more.

Clearwater Fire Dept.’s Motorcycle & Car Run Fundraiser
Sat., Oct. 8. The run takes off at 1lam. from the Clearwater
American Legion & returns at 4pm., after which there will be a spaghetti
dinner, silent auction, & live music.

Sherbwine County Upeoming Events

Medicare’s Annual Open Enrollment
Runs Oct. 15-Dec. 7. Allows you to make changes to your current
Medicare plan and your Part D drug plan. Changes take effect Jan. 1,
2023.
Questions about saving money on Medicare, Senior
LinkAge Line® is a great resource! Call 800-333-2433 or
mn.gov/senior-linkage-line.

INJURED AT WORK?
DISABILITY DENIED?

Contact Us Today
For Free Advice

Workers' Compensation
Long-Term Disability
Social Security Disability
320-257-0231
www.GetFields.com

Steve Fields
Minnesota Attorney

&' FIELDS
LAW FIRM

Clea'nates PWatershed Disteict otices Clty FPublte Notices

NOTICE TO CLEARWATER RIVER WATERSHED
DISTRICT RESIDENTS

The Stearns County Board of Commissioners is seeking ap-
plicants for one appointment to the Clearwater River Watershed
District Board of Managers. The appointments would be to serve
a three-year term ending on August 13,2025. If you are interested
in being appointed to this board and you reside in the Clearwater
River Watershed District in Stearns County, send a brief resume
giving your place of residence and any other information about
yourself which you would like to share with the Board regarding
your qualifications or interests in serving on the board. An on-line
application form and more information on the board is available
on the Stearns County website: https://mn-stearnscounty-getting-
started.app .transform.civicplus.com/forms/1099

You can also contact us at 320-656-3900, send resumes to the
Stearns County Auditor-Treasurer’s Office, Administration Center,
Room 148, 705 Courthouse Square, St. Cloud, MN 56303, e-mail
Randy Schreifels at auditor.email@co.stearns.mn.us or contact
your county commissioner no later than Monday September 26,
2022.
Randy R. Schreifels, MBA, CPA
Stearns County Auditor-Treasurer
(Published in the Patriot: 09/17/22.)

Bly Lue Public Schools #727 Woticer

SECTION 00 11 13
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
INDEPENDENCE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
RENOVATION - BID PACKAGE #1
701 MINNESOTA AVENUE
BIG LAKE, MINNESOTA 55309

Independent School District #727 will receive single prime
sealed bids for Independence Elementary School Renovation — Bid
Package #1 until 2:00 p.m. local time on September 27, 2022 at
the District Office, 501 Minnesota Avenue, Big Lake, Minnesota
55309, at which time and place all bids will be publicly opened
and read aloud.

Bidding documents, including the Proposal Form, Drawings,
and Specifications, will be on file at the Minnesota Builders Ex-
change; McGraw Hill Construction/Dodge Plan Center; Reed
Construction; iSqFt Plan Room (St. Paul, MN), The Blue Book
Building and Construction Network; and from Franz Reprograph-
ics at www.franzrepro.com, Albert Lea Builders Exchange; Austin
Builders Exchange; Mankato Builders Exchange; Builders Ex-
change of Rochester; St. Cloud Builders Exchange.

A pre-bid meeting is not scheduled for this bid package, though
a site visit may be requested by prospective bidders, upon request.

Scope of Bid Package #1 includes: Procurement of mechanical
equipment for eventual installation during summer 2023. Installa-
tion of mechanical units is NOT included under Bid Package #1.

American Reprographics Company, 4730 Park Glen Road, St.
Louis Park, Minnesota 55416 (952) 697-8800, facsimile (952) 697-
8803 will provide complete downloadable sets of the Bidding Doc-
uments to prospective bidders and subcontractors. The downloads
will be available after September 13, 2022. A deposit check in the
amount of $25 made out to ARC for each set downloaded via the
internet at https://www.e-arc.com/location/st-louis-park/ and click-
ing on the PlanWell icon, then the Public Plan Room icon, select
Independence ES — Bid Package #1.

Make proposals on the bid forms supplied in the Project Man-
ual. No oral, telegraphic, or telephonic proposals or modifications
will be considered. Submit with each bid, a certified check, or
acceptable bidder’s bond payable to Independent School District
#727 in an amount equal to five percent (5%) of the total bid. The
successful bidder will be required to furnish satisfactory Labor and
Material Payment Bond, and Performance Bond.

Bids may not be withdrawn within thirty (30) days after the
scheduled time of opening bids, without the consent of the Owner.
The Owner reserves the right to accept any bid or to reject any or all
bids, or parts of such bids, and waive informalities or irregularities
in bidding.

The Owner requires mechanical equipment available and on
site by June 15, 2023, for installation during summer 2023 season.
Board of Education
Independent School District #727
(Published in the Patriot: 09/17/22; 09/24/22.)

CITY OF BECKER
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given that the City of Becker Planning Com-
mission will hold their monthly meeting at 6:00 p.m. on Monday,
September 26th, 2022, at the Becker City Hall, 12060 Sherburne
Avenue, Becker, Minnesota. The Planning Commission will hold
the following public hearing at this meeting:

Approximately 6:00 p.m. — Public hearing for Chapter 11
Zoning Code Amendments and Additions to the City of Becker
Land Use Regulation (Zoning) ordinance specifically related
to THC Products.

Anyone interested in this issue is encouraged to attend and
comment at the Public Hearing. If you are unable to attend, please
provide written comment to Mary Roe at P.O. Box 250, Becker,
MN 55308 or by e-mail to mroe@ci.becker.mn.us by 4:30 p.m.
September 26, 2022.

Thank you,

Mary Roe

City Planner

(Published in the Patriot: 09/17/22.)

DEADLINES

Notices & Legals
Wednesdays At Noon

Contact Kathy: 763-275-0275

or Email:
legals.kathy@patriotnewsmn.com

PATRIOT

WE’RE HIRING!

Citizens Alliance Bank seeks applicants for the following positions:

Core Application Specialist - Clara City
SVP - Market Manager - Howard Lake
Accounts Payable Clerk - Howard Lake
Loan Officer - Clara City

Loan Admin Clerk - Clara City
Controller - Howard Lake
Teller/Personal Banker - Watertown
Teller - Clara City, Howard Lake

Loan Servicing Specialist - Clara City, Howard Lake
Training Specialist - Clara City

Branch Manager/Lender - Echo
Financial Analyst - Howard Lake
Insurance Agent - Montevideo

To view our job postings or Apply Online please visit:
citizensalliancebank.com/careers
[OpA0)|

]

CITIZENS

Customer Driven. Community Focused?®
Citizens Alliance Bank is an EEO Employer

: . :
: GRRL Public Library Hours: :
+ Day Becker Big Lake learwater :
+ Mon.: 1-7pm 1-6pm 1-6pm K
+ Tues 10am-5pm 10am-5pm 10am-1pm / 3-6pm K
. Wed 10am-5pm 1-7pm 3-8pm :
« Thurs 1-7pm 1-5pm 10am-1pm :
o Fri: 1-5pm 10am-5pm 3-6pm K
¢ Sau 10am-1pm 10am-1pm 10am-1pm .
s :

©00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 0°

Becker Police Department
Activity Report
Week of Sept. Sth — Sept. 11th

5-Sep: 1 speed Citation #430, 3
speed warning, 2 miscellaneous
officer, stop sign Citation #431, 1
fail to display registration warn-
ing, 1 speed Citation #432, 1 ATV
Complaint, 1 speed / no proof of
insurance Citation #433, 1 suspi-
cious vehicle, 1 extra patrol.
6-Sep: 1 driving conduct / fail to
display registration / no proof of
insurance warnings, fail to move
over for emer-

gency vehicle

assault / 2nd degree assault, 1
equipment warning.
8-Sep: 2 extra patrol, 2 speed
warning, 1 juvenile concern, 1
medical, 1 expired registration /
speed warnings, 1 public safety, 1
public assist, 1 bus stop arm vio-
lation / Citation #440.
9-Sep: 1 suspicious vehicle, 3
medical, 1 stop sign violation
Citation #441, 1 record check,
1 recreational
vehicle permit,

/ driving con- 1 lost animal,
duct warning, 1 harassment,
1 extra patrol, 1 speed / no
2 open door, 1 insurance / no
speed warning, valid DL Ci-

1 speed / no
proof of insur-
ance warnings,
1 speed Citation
#4342 security
check, 1 speed
Citation #435, 1
speed Citation
#436, 1 theft, 1
record check, 1
driving after re-
vocation Citation #437, 1 juvenile
complaint, 1 recreational vehicle
permit, 1 vehicle lockout, 1 suspi-
cious vehicle, 1 stop sign Citation

tation #442, 1
speed warning,
1 fail to yield
warning, | stop
sign warning.

10-Sep: 2 extra
patrol, 2 speed
warning, 2 stop
sign warning, 1
found animal,
1 stop sign vi-
olation Citation #443, 1 trespass
Citation #444, 1 speed / expired
registration warnings, 1 open bot-
tle Citation #445 / open bottle /

#438, 1 civil, 1 driving after revo-  3rd degree DWI.
cation Citation #439. 11-Sep: 1 speed Citation #446,

7-Sep: 2 expired registration
warning, 1 dog complaint, 1 se-
curity check, 1 extra patrol, 2
public assist, 2 medical, 1 traffic
complaint, 1 agency assist, 1 pub-
lic safety, 2 suspicious vehicle, 1
expired registration, 1 5th degree

1 speed Citation #447, 1 speed
warning, | stop sign warning, 1
public assist, 1 handsfree Citation
#448, 1 speed Citation #449, 1
speed Citation #450, 1 suspicious
vehicle, 1 expired registration Ci-
tation #451, 1 extra patrol.

,é:_\a Interested in being a sponsor for the
& . Cops Corner? Contact Carol at the
( cornor | LB Patriot at 763.275.0275 - Team up
' 2 with your police department for a
) _ﬁ\ better, safer community

“ASK A TROOPER”
by Sgt. Jesse Grabow of the Minnesota State Patrol

Question: Is it legal for farmers to load hay on a state highway? Our
neighbor bales several miles of state highway ditches. To load the round
bales he drives down the highway with a pickup and bale wagon. His son
is in the ditch with a tractor and loader. The son gets a bale on the loader
and driving perpendicular to the road drives up the ditch and puts the bale
on the bale wagon. The son with the loader stops with his front wheels on
the shoulder of the road and puts the bale on the trailer. The bale wagon is
stopped on the state highway in the lane of traffic so the bale can be loaded.
Is this legal?

Answer: This would not be safe or legal. The loading would need to take
place off the highway. With harvest season upon us, this is a great reminder
that we all need to share the road.

What drivers should know about farm vehicles on the road:

« Farm equipment is large and heavy, making it hard for operators to
accelerate, slow down and stop.

* The equipment makes wide turns and sometimes crosses over the cen-
ter line.

* Farm vehicles can create large blind spots, making it difficult for oper-
ators to see approaching vehicles.

Safety guidance for motorists:

* Pay attention at all times when driving.

* Watch for debris dropped by trucks. It is safer to brake or slowly drive
through debris than to veer into oncoming cars or off the road.

» When approaching farm equipment, slow down and use caution. Put
additional space between your vehicle and the farm equipment ahead.
Don’t assume the equipment operator can see you.

* Be patient and wait for a safe place to pass.

 Wear seatbelts.

* Drive with headlights on.

Safety guidance for farm equipment operators:

* Use lights and flashers to make equipment more visible.

* Use slow-moving vehicle emblems on equipment traveling less than 30
mph.

* Drive slow-moving vehicles in the right-hand lane as close to the edge
of the roadway as possible.

* Consider using an escort vehicle when moving equipment, especially
at night and if the equipment is large enough that it may extend across the
center line.

* Avoid encouraging or signaling motorists to pass. Pull over when safe,
and let traffic pass.

* Pick up any debris left on the highway by the equipment or contact
MnDOT to remove it.

* Plan your routes so wide equipment will not hit or damage signs, guard-
rails, light poles and other roadway structures.

If you have any questions concerning traffic related laws or issues
in Minnesota, send your questions to Trp. Jesse Grabow — Minnesota
State Patrol at 1000 Highway 10 West, Detroit Lakes, MN 56501-2205.
(You can follow him on Twitter @MSPPIO_NW or reach him at, jesse.
grabow@state.mn.us).
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Girl runners take first in Monticello

Boy harriers take 1st in Monticello

By Bill Morgan, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

Last Saturday, the
Becker boys cross country
team headed down the road
to Bertram Regional Park
for the Monticello Invita-
tional.

The meet was hosted
on what will be the site of
the 2022 Section SAA meet
which is scheduled for Oc-
tober 27, so it was good
for the Bulldogs to see the
course layout. The day
was a welcomed change
from the previous meet as
the temperature was about
20° cooler, and that helped
support the Bulldogs with
some strong performances.

“It was pretty wild as
the team accomplished 11
season bests and 11 career
PRs on the day,” said coach
Dustin Weege.

The group of seventh
and eighth grade harriers
started out the day of rac-
ing with a full set of PRs
in their 2400m race They
accomplished a fifth place
team finish. Keaton Col-
ford finished the race in
12:25 while teammate
Mavrick Pink crossed
ahead in 10:07. A pack
of three finished in the top
20 with Brandt Hemmel-
garn, Carson Schuster and
Weston Denne finishing
15th, 16th, and 17th.

Next for the Bulldogs
came a fourth place team
finish in the JV division.
The Skm course challenged
the Bulldogs, yet they rose
for the occasion as they
operated in packs to help
each other improve. Mason
Tschida (20:22), Ryan
Boecker (20:16), and Jase
Tobako (19:47) all had top
10 finishes as they pushed
cach other to have quality

TWO BECKER RUNNERS, Mason Becker and Parker Spindler kept pace with an
opponent during the varisty race last Saturday in Monticello. (Submitted Photo).

races.

Noah Bloch (21:12)
and Alex Schermer (21:17)
were next as they accom-
plished top 30 finishes for
the team. Another pack of
Dogs came with Jacob Kur-
hajetz (24:33), Denlan Har-
moning (24:43), Vincent
Martin (24:55), and Aiden
Frommelt (25:24) working
together. Then Aiden Ja-
cobs (30:13) and Thomas
Cota (30:43) rounded out
the Bulldog crew.

For the varsity divi-
sion, the approach worked
again with a couple of
packs pushing each other
to achieve several great
times. Crossing the finish
line under 18 minutes were
Mason Becker (17:42),
Parker Spindler (17:44),
and Tanner Felton (17:45).
The sub-18 performances
were firsts for Spindler
and Felton. Those three —
along with Tyson Ricker’s
16:50 time in the Skm race
— meant that four Bull-
dogs were in the top 10 with
three more runners shortly
behind. Alex Swanson
(18:35) and Evan Hubbard
(18:44) joined the sub-19
club and Caleb Reckelberg
(19:38) achieved another

season best as he inched
closer to his PR.

With all of those
strong performances for
the Bulldogs, the team ac-
complished the team title
as they edged out the team
from Monticello, which had
placed second in the state
last season before graduat-
ing three seniors.

“Going into the race,
we suspected that it could
be a very close competition
and it proved to be an in-
teresting one” said Weege.
“The nice work that the
guys are doing with pack-
ing and pulling each other
along at all levels has been
great to see as they are
working together to achieve
more and more each day.
We know that we have a
lot of work yet to do in the
season, but this progress is
encouraging.”

This Week

This week the Bull-
dogs competed at the Lucky
Lindy / Myron Ahle meet
in Little Falls, but results
weren’t available in time
for this publication.

LEXI ROSE (L), ALEA BRIGGS (M) AND ADELE CHANGAMIRE (R) all raced well at Monticello last Saturday where the Becker

Bulldogs took first place in varsity and JV. (Submitted Photos).

By Bill Morgan, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

The Becker girls cross
country teams had a very
good day at Saturday’s
meet in Monticello with
both the varsity and JV
teams placing first in their
respective races.

Team scores for the
varsity race: Becker 54,
Monticello 59, Rogers 103,
Zimmerman 112, Annan-
dale 113, Spectrum 116,
Math & Science Academy
131. Hutchinson, St Cloud
Apollo, Princeton, Sar-
tell, Sauk Rapids Rice and
Trinity River Ridge were
incomplete.

There were 67 varsity
runners competing in the
5K race. The first place
individual was Isabelle
Schmitz of Hutchinson.
Becker had good perfor-
mances in the varsity race
— Adele Changamire and
Lexi Rose were the team’s
first two runners and both
girls ran PR times.

“We are excited to
have them both come in
under 20:00,” said Head
Coach Trish Kealy.

Changamire was sixth
in 19:49.2 and Rose was

close behind her in seventh
at 19:54.2.

Ella McDonald placed
13th with a season best
time of 20:30.2 and is ex-
pected to break the 20:00
mark as well. Becker’s
fourth runner was Olivia
Babler, who also ran a sea-
son best time, placing 15th
overall in 21;03.1.

Breaking into the top
five for her first time was
Alea Briggs at 26th. Her
time was 22:15.9. Next
were Bella Duncombe in
29th (22:28.2) and Brook-
lyn Karel in 30th (22:30.1).

“One of the nice things
about this team is that any
of these girls can put to-
gether a breakout perfor-
mance at any time,” said
Kealy. “If one has a bit of
an off day the others step
up.’,

JV Girls

In the JV race, the
Lady Bulldogs won a close
one — just beating out host
Monticello by one point.
Katelyn Brower com-
manded the race and took
first in a time of 22:45.2 for
a season best time. Also
running a season best was
Natalie Trenz coming in
second in 23:03.4. Kayla

=

Gruenes placed fifth in
23:29.4 — another sea-
son best time. Freshman
Sophia Malisheski ran a
PR time in the race, plac-
ing ninth in 24:14.1 and
she seems to be getting
stronger each race. Regan
Hausmann placed 15th in
25:13.7, Raelee Lyon 17th
in 25:22.1 and Raegan Le-
agers was 27th with a time
of 26:45.2. There were
64 total JV runners at this
meet.

Junior High Girls

“The junior high girls
continue to learn a lot,”
Kealy said.

Ava Scheiber placed
sixth out of the 80 racers
in the 2400 meter race. She
was followed by Kendall
Olson in 31st, Laney Hodel
36th, Abby Frey 40th,
Myka Maksimenko 51st,
Lillee Stevens 53rd and
Aria Deidrick in 70th.

Up Next

Becker’s next meet
was Thursday at the Little
Falls Myron Ahle Lucky
Lindy meet. Check back
next week for full results.

Park items on agenda for Palmer Twp.

By Mark Kolbinger,
Contributing Writer

Monday evening, the
Palmer Twp. Board met
and celebrated another
successful Palmer Day,
while also taking care of a
few agenda items aimed at
keeping Palmer Park in tip-
top shape for next year.

Board Chair Mike
Ganz has been collect-
ing several quotes for a
new mower, as the current
model is over eight years
old and experiences a
huge workload keeping the
acres and acres at the park
mowed each week.

Treasurer Roger John-
son noted that the current
machine gets used four
times a week, and in many
instances it sees 10 to 12
hours of mowing in a sin-
gle day.

Ganz collected prelim-
inary prices for a variety
of makes and models, in-
cluding a Kubota gas-pow-
ered replacement model
that came in at a just over
$10,000, all that way up to a
diesel powered Kubota that
came in at over $20,000.

Supervisor Richard

Larson felt the township
should stick with the gas
engine Kubota brand since
he felt they had good luck
with the current model.

In the end, the board
directed Ganz to get
trade-in prices on the cur-
rent mower, as well as the
ditch mower, and see what
the final price tag would be
for the gas engine replace-
ment. The plan is to order
the model in October to en-
sure delivery by the spring
mowing season.

In park related news,
the board also approved
some concrete upgrades to
the horseshoe pits at the
park in order to make them
eligible to host regulation
tournaments. The township
will pay for the concrete,
while all of the labor will
be donated.

In Other Business,

the Board:

* Approved positive
comment for three separate
zoning issues, while noting
that impervious surfaces
should be decreased where
possible and runoff miti-
gation added to re-roofing
projects;

e Heard from con-

cerned citizens about the
continued issue of Air
BnB’s being rented on the
shores of the lakes and the
associated septic and traf-
fic/parking issues that go
along with the sites;

* Welcomed District 4
Commissioner candidate
Gary Gray, who fielded
questions from the audi-
ence and spoke about solar
issues, the Sherco plant
and his desire to start citi-
zen focus groups to gather
input from residents if he is
elected;

* Received the SCSO
report from Commander
Ben Zawacki, who reported
on 99 calls for service in
August, compared to 106
calls for the same period in
2021;

» Listened to CLFD
Chief Ron Koren, as he
detailed 27 total calls for
his department last month,
including 11 medicals and
one fire in Palmer;

* Heard from Supv.
Steve Demeules on the ef-
forts of the supervisors in
brushing the ditches and
working on road issues
such as wetland mitigation
and culverts for upcoming

Bulldog tennis blanks Hornets

By Mark Kolbinger,
Contributing Writer

It was a clean sweep
for the Becker Bulldog girls
tennis team last Thursday, as
they were able to blank their
rivals from Big Lake, 7-0.

“Ayla (Brown) and Dani
(Nuest) continue to work into
their stride and are growing
their confidence,” Coach
Nate Bucher said. “Lily An-
derson’s move from doubles
to singles has also been a
spark as she develops more
strength in her singles game.
Lauren Croal at three was
able to settle in an hit the
shots she wanted to hit.”

Overall, Bucher said he
was proud of his team’s focus
and determination in winning
the match.

“The doubles landscape
saw a strong performance
for Madison Bass and Ali
Groskreutz - they have been
facing some strong opposi-
tion at their position as they
grow as a partnership. I was
really pleased that they were
able to execute in the manner
that they have been practic-
ing!”

Bucher also had praise

SENIOR CAPTAIN AYLA BROWN
led the Becker girls tennis team to a
convincing win over the Big Lake Hor-
nets last Thursday by a score of 7-0
(photo by Mark Kolbinger).

for his second and third dou-
bles pairings, noting that they
have improved drastically
over the past few weeks.
“Our number three dubs
got stronger as they made
their way through their match
and our two dubs had some
moments of frustration and
were unable to find a rhythm,

but their determination and
grit pushed them to win
against a strong team from
Big Lake,” Bucher added.

Match scores, Singles:
No. 1 - Ayla Brown def.
Sadie Dillon, Big Lake, 6-0,
6-0; No. 2 Dani Nuest, def.
Kira Browen, Big Lake, 6-1,
6-1; No. 3 - Lauren Croal
def. Sienna McConville, Big
Lake 6-4, 6-0; No. 4 - Lily
Anderson, def. Emily Shoop,
Big Lake, 6-2, 6-1. Doubles,
No. 1 - Madison Bass, Ali
Groskreutz def. Audrey Wer-
tish, Maddie Farnsworth, Big
Lake 6-1, 6-1; No. 2 - Han-
nah Bartlett, Kennedy Dreh-
mel def. Amelia Gardner,
Grace Knodle, Big Lake, 6-7
(9), 6-3, 6-4; No. 3 - Hannah
Hyttsten, Payton Enerson def.
Allie Fitzgibbons, Amber
Grunewald, Big Lake, 6-3,
6-1.

Saints

Last Tuesday, the Bull-
dogs downed St. Francis by
a score of 6-1. Becker swept
the doubles, with Brown,
Bluest, Croal and Anderson
picking up the wins, while the
#2 (Drehmel and Bartlett) and
#3 doubles (Hyttsten and En-
erson) were also victorious.

projects;

* Heard from Chair-
man Ganz regarding the
road projects that have
been put on hold as the
board works with its en-
gineering firm to finalize
plans. Ganz noted that the
township uses smaller firms
to keep the costs lower for
residents and added that
they could use larger firms
to receive quicker service,
but the rates would be

much higher. The chair-
man also explained that
many roads around the lake
were originally built with
tar over sand and as they
are replaced, the base ma-
terial needs to be upgraded;

* Learned that with
reimbursement from the
County’s SCORE grants,
clean up day will cost the
township less than $3,000
for the year. Most in at-
tendance at the meeting

felt this was an economical
solution to keeping furni-
ture and other garbage out
of the ditches;

» Approved a bid from
Busse Septic in the amount
of $10,354 for the new
drain field at the Park. MJS
Dirtworks was the other
bidder at a very close price
of $10,450.

Becker girls soccer team goes 1-3

By Bill Morgan, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

The Becker Bulldog
girls soccer team had three
home matches this past
week but could only muster
one win in four games.

Sept. 6

Eleven days ago, the
Lady Bulldogs hosted
Southwest Christian on a
lovley evening and lost a
tight matchup, 1-0.

No other information
was made available to the
Patriot by press time.

Sept. 8

The Bulldogs got their
only win two days later
when they hosted the Tigers
of Princeton and captured a
4-2 win.

No other information
was made available to the
Patriot by press time.

Sept. 12

The girls traveled to
St. Francis Monday of this
week and lost a close one,
2-0.

St. Francis’ Paityn
Pendergrass and Brooke
McDaniel each had goals in

the win. Goalkeeper Emma
Knack had just six saves.

Sept. 13

The Bulldogs re-
turned home Tuesday for
a matchup against Little
Falls. The Flyers were on
top of their game as they
handed the Bulldogs a 5-0
defeat.

No other information
was made available to the
Patriot by press time.

Hornet girls tennis falls
to Sauk Rapids, 5-2

By Bill Morgan, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

The Big Lake girls’
tennis team opened up their
season Aug. 27 as they
hosted Sauk Rapids-Rice in
a home dual.

The girls ended up fall-
ing short, losing 5-2 to the
Storm, but there were some

Hornet

By Bill Morgan, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

The Big Lake Hornet
volleyball team fell to 1-7
on the year with a pair of
3-0 losses to Monticello
last Thursday at home and
Delano on the road Sept. 6

Delano got 11 kills
from Corbyn Menz enroute
to a three set win over Big
Lake. The first set ended
25-16 with the second set

close matches at singles and
doubles across the board.

The team took on
Princeton Sept. 6, then
hosted Becker Sept. 8 be-
fore traveling to Brainerd
Sept. 10 to play in an eight-
team tournament. Unfortu-
nately, no information has
been provided to the Patriot
for those matches.

scoring 25-11. In the third,
the Hornets mustered just
seven points to Delano’s
25 and fell in three straight
matches.

Against Monticello,
the sets were extremely
competitive as the Magic
captured the first set,
29-27 behind junior Sha-
lyn Adams and freshman
Brooklyn Sigler. They ad-
vanced to the second set
and again barely eked out

Monday, the Hornets
hit the road for Monticello
to play in a triangular,
then returned home to play
North Branch Tuesday.
Staurday, they host a quad-
rangular with Willmar, St.
Cloud Apollo and Roseau.

netters lose two

a win over the Hornets,
25-22. In the third set, Big
Lake fought valiantly, but
were outscored 25-20 for
the sweep.

Up Next

Tuesday, the Hornets
hosted the Becker Bull-
dogs. Thursday they trav-
eled to St. Francis for a 7
p.m. start. Check back next
week for full results.
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e BECKER

Grace Lutheran Church (LCMS)

Pastor: David M. Johnson, 763-262-7782, 11185 27th Ave SE. Services:
Sun. Worship 9am, Sun. School 10:30am, Wed. J.U.M.P. 6pm.

Becker Baptist Church

Pastors: Nathan Bucher (Senior), Kevin Drehmel (Youth) & Amy Drehmel
(Dir. of Child/Fam. Ministry), 763-261-4202, 11951 Hancock St. Services:
Sun. Worship/Children 10:30am. During the school year: AWANA for
Kids/Sun. School 9:15am. Midweek Connect for Kids 6:30pm. Please reg-
ister Kids on our webite. Youth Group: Wed. 6:30pm. www .beckerbaptist.
org.

Becker Evangelical Free Church

Pastors: Gerald Deppa (Interim Senior), Chris Salvevold (Youth), 763-261-
4125, Becker High School, Office: 11373 150th Ave SE. Services: Sun.
Worship/Teaching/Fellowship 10am.

Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church

Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 12100 Sherburne Ave. Services: Sat.
Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8:30am & 10:30am. Masses held 1st, 3rd & 5th Sun-
days of the month. (Masses held on 2nd & 4th Sundays in Big Lake).
Faith (Becker) Lutheran Church (ELCA)

Pastor: Yolanda Denson-Byers & Vicar Molly Wills, 763-261-5751, 11755
Sherburne Ave. Services: Sun. Worship 9:30 am, Sun. School 8:30am,
Wed. Confirmation 5:30pm, Senior High Youth Group 1st & 3rd Wed. 6pm
www faithlutheran-becker.org.

Oakwood Community Church Assemblies of God

Pastors: Gerry Bass & Sarah, 763-220-6004, 13140 Ist St (SW Corner of
Becker Furniture World). Services: Sun. Bible Study/Sun. School 9am, Sun.
Worship 10am.

Snake River Free Church

Pastor: Steve Johnston, 612-219-8648, 180th St SE. Services: Sun. Worship/
Sun. School 10:30am., Hymn Sing is second Sun. of every month.

Becker Christian Center & Abundant Grace Church

Pastor: Ken Hanson, 763-262-2177, 15455 59th St SE. Services: Sun. Praise
& Worship 9:30am, Wed. Family Fellowship 7pm.

Beacon House of Prayer

Pastors: Brian & Linda Holmes, 763-263-3771, 12264 Pleasant Ave. Ser-
vices: Thurs. Worship 6:30pm.

Free Grace United

Pastor: Kevin Wilson, 763-245-0001, Becker High School, 12000 Hancock
St, Enter door 11. Services: Wed. Worship 6:30pm.

o BIG LAKE

Acts Seventh-Day Adventists Community Church

Pastor: Bill Nixon, 763-263-2287, 20455 187th Ave NW. Services: Sat.
Worship 9am, Sat. Sabbath School 10:15am.

Bethany Bible Church

763-263-2167, 511 Eagle Lake Road. Services: Sun. School 9am, Sun.
Worship 10am.

Bridgeview Assembly of God

Pastor: Steve Royalty, 763-263-6274, 20500 County Road 11. Services:
Sun. Worship 10am, Wed. Service 6:30pm.

SVEA Hill Covenant Church

Pastor: Don Bellach, 763-263-6322, 16392 235th Ave NW. Services: Sun.
Worship 10am.

Cornerstone Baptist Church

Pastor: Gordon Langdon, 763-263-7878, 15300 County Road 35.

Hope Lutheran Church (ELCA) in Orrock

763-262-0028. www hopeintherefuge.weebly.com.

IFLESIA AMOR VIVIENTE Living Love Church

Pastores: Juan & Patricia Aguayo, 763-607-5403, 21 Lake St N. Services:
Sat. 6pm.

Lord of Glory Lutheran Church

Pastor: Marty Mably, 763-263-3090, 15550 190th Ave NW. Services: Sun.
8am & 10:30am.

Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church

Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 440 Lake St N. Services: Sat. Mass
Spm; Sun. 8:30am & 10:30am. Masses held on 2nd & 4th Sundays of the
month (Masses held on 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays in Becker).

Riverside Church

Online: www.myrc.church, 763-263-2410, 20314 County Road 14. Ser-
vices: Sun 8:45am, 10:30am & 12:05pm.

Saron Lutheran Church

Pastor: Kyle Sidlo, 763-263-2209, 311 Lake St. S. Services: Sun. Worship
9:30am, indoors or livestream.

Spirit Life Church
763-262-LIFE, 221 Lake St N. Services Sun. mornings 9:45am. Going
Deeper Sun. 9am. Prophetic Praayer Wed. 7pm.

o SANTIAGO

South Santiago Lutheran Church ELCA

Pastor: Courtney Young, 763-662-2048, 14675 37th St. Services: Sun. 8am.
and 10 am, Sun. School 9am.

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church E.L.S. & Princeton Evangelical School
Pastor: Timothy Zenda, 763-662-2570, 18977 17th St. Services: Sun.
School/Bible Class 10:30am, Divine Worship 9am.

Glendorado Lutheran (ELCA)

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church (ELCA)

Pastor: Shari Routh, 920-573-0193, 1100 186th Ave NE. Services: Sun
Good Shepherd 9am, Sun. Glendorado 10:30am.

Gethsemane Church (ELCA) — Ronneby

Pastor: Barbara Peterson, 320-983-5002, 14478 78th St. NE. Services: Sun.
Worship 10am.

Glendorado Evangelical Country Church

Pastor: Sam Alfano, 763-662-2244, 16999 Glendorado Road NE. Services:
Sun. School 9:30am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

o CLEAR LAKE

Living Waters Church

320-699-0876, 7830 Church St. Services: Sun. Worship 10am, Starting in
Sept. Wed. night Kids Club at 6:30pm.

Trinity Lutheran Church Missouri Synod

Pastor: Josh Reber, 320-743-2919, 8641 Main Ave. Services: Sun. Worship
8:45am, Sun. School 9:45am.

SHED Church - Non-Denomination in Palmer

Pastor: TBD, 320-241-0123, Palmer Town Hall, 4180 105th Ave. Services:
Sun. 5pm. www.shedchurch.org.

St. Marcus Catholic Church

Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-743-2481, 8701 Main Ave. Services: Mon.
& Wed. Mass 8am, Sat. Confessions 4:15pm, Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. 8am.

o DUELM

St. Lawrence Church

Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-968-7502, 10915 Duelm Road NE. Ser-
vices: Sun. Mass 10am, Tues. Mass 8am.

o CLEARWATER

Clearwater United Methodist Church

Pastor: Alison Hendley, 320-558-2581, 405 Main St. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9:30am.

Freedom Bible Church

605 Lime St. (Old Clearwater Post Office). Services: Sun. Bible Study
9:30am & 6pm, Sun. Worship 10:45am, Wed. Bible Study 7pm.

Rejoice Lutheran Church - ELCA

Pastor: Jim Bump, 320-558-6851, 1155 County Road 75.
Services: Sun. School that begins in Worship 9:30am.
Livestream worship at Rejoice’s Youtube Channel,

https://www .youtube com/channel/UCsJGuBda4orT9TWYiiSwmGw
Church of St. Luke

Father: Dennis Backer, 320-558-2124, 17545 Huber Ave NW. Services:
Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8am & 10am, Weekday Mass Tues.-Fri. 8am/
Sat. 9am.

Tri-County Alliance Church

Pastor: David Fogal, 320-558-2750, 8464 160th St NW. Services: Sun.
School 9am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

o SILVER CREEK

Immanuel Lutheran Church

Pastor: Ken Tatkenhorst, 763-878-2820, 11390 Elliot Ave NW. Services:
Sun. Worship 9am

Silver Creek Community Church

Pastor: Zach Pryor, 320-963-3957, 4282 114th St NW. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9am, Sun. Fellowship 10am, Sun. School 10:30am.

o SAINT CLOUD

Faith Lutheran Church

Pastor: Joshua Reber, 320-252-3315, 3000 County Road SE. Worship: Sun.
10:15am.
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Arthur Sylvester Lucking, Age 75
Big Lake, MN
April 19, 1946 - January 20, 2022

John R. Barr, Age 71
Becker, MN
November 22, 1950 — September 8, 2022

Dennis Dean Jergenson, Age 69
Saint Joseph, MN (Formerly of Edina)
July 2, 1953 - September 6, 2022

Arthur Sylvester Luck-
ing, age 75 of Big Lake, MN,
passed away on January 20,
2022, at Mercy Hospital.
Services/Interment will take
place on September 21, 2022,
at 1:00 p.m. at the Minnesota
State Veterans Cemetery at
15550 Hwy 115, Little Falls,
MN (Camp Ripley). Military
Honors, including firing of the
guns and playing of taps will
be conducted.

Art was born on April 19,
1946, in Little Falls, MN to the
late Aloys and Edna (Maleski)
Lucking. He grew up in the
Pierz area and graduated from
Memorial High School in Pierz
in 1964. He was inducted into
the U.S. Army on November
24, 1965 and was honorably
discharged on November 16,
1967. He was united in mar-
riage to Mary McDaniel and

later divorced. He was united
in marriage on September 29,
1978, to Ruth Johnson of Min-
neapolis, MN until her death
on April 14, 1997. Art married
Patricia Moore on August 15,
1998 and later divorced.

Art worked for the U.S.
Railroad System until his re-
tirement. He was partial to
John Deere tractors and could
often be found participating
in tractor pulls and tractor pa-
rades. He enjoyed working out
at the YMCA up until his death
and had many friends there.
He was a man of mystery and
loved to keep people guessing.

Art is survived by daugh-
ter, Rebecca; son, Steven;
special friend, Margaret Haug-
land of Zimmerman, MN, who
sadly also passed away on
May 9, 2022; nephews, Mike
(Colleen) Lucking of Pierz,
MN, and Kurt (Joelle) Luck-
ing of Genola, MN; nieces,
Lacy Lucking of Little Falls,
MN, and Mary (Guy) Waddell
of Royalton, MN; and sister-
in-law, Mary Ann Lucking of
Pierz, MN.

Art was preceded in death
by his wife, Ruth; parents,
Aloys and Edna Lucking;
brothers, Richard, Raymond,
and Edward; and sister-in-law,
Winnie Lucking.
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Celebra-
tion of Life
and time of
sharing will
be 1:00 p.m.
Saturday,
September
24, 2022, at
the Williams
Dingmann
Family Fu-
neral Home
in Becker for
John R. Barr,
71 who passed
away on Thursday at his home
in Becker. Visitation will be
one hour prior to the service
and burial will be at Crystal
Lake Cemetery at a later date.

John was born November
22,1950, in St. Paul to Clar-
ence and Ilamae (Jerue) Barr.
He graduated from St. Cloud
State University in 1989 and
was employed by Sherburne
County Mental Health Ser-
vices as a Social Worker from
1992 until his retirement in
2013. John was united in mar-
riage to Judy Benson on April
16, 1993, and they enjoyed 29
years of marriage together. He
liked to spend his time golf-
ing, riding motorcycles, going

group of life-
long friends,
was a great
mentor  to
the younger
generation
and had a
good sense
of humor. He
was a kind,
intelligent,
loving, and caring man who
loved his wife, Judy and dog,
Mickey very much.

John is survived by
step-children, Craig (Sarah)
Sherwood of Sauk Rapids
and Tammy (Patrick) Leon-
ard of Pompano Beach, FL;
step-grandchildren, Henry,
Lydia, Ezra, Zachary, Saman-
tha; great-grandchildren, Ed-
ward III “Tre”, Elijah; sister,
Mary (Edward) Chalmers. He
is preceded in death by his par-
ents and wife, Judy on Decem-
ber 9,2021.

Obituary and guest
book available online at:
www . williamsdingmann.com
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of Minnesota

Share YourTime and Talents as a
Senior Companion VoluntGeer

Offer encouragement to older adults,
meet new people and receive a stipend.
Must be age 55 or older.

Learn more by calling
888.205.3770 or visiting
Issmn.org/volunteer/
seniorcompanion/mnstate.
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to hockey Dennis Dean Jergenson,
games and  age 69 of St. Joseph, MN, for-
concerts. merly of Edina, MN passed
John had a  away peacefully on September

6, 2022 after a prolonged bat-
tle with stage IV liver cancer,
while in Hospice care at the V.
A. Hospital in St. Cloud, MN
surrounded by his family.

He was preceded in death
by the Love of his life, wife,
Pamela (Busse) Jergenson,
his father Stanton Jergenson
and infant sister Cynthia Jer-
genson. Dennis is survived
by his son Christopher Lakey
(Angel), daughter Melissa
Hager (Brian); grandchildren
Cody, Jillian, Lucas, Allison
and Henry; great grandchild
Brielle; mother Myrtle Jergen-
son, sisters Monica Wakeman
(Guy), Vivian Bender (Duane)
and brothers Danny Jergenson
(Brenda) and Craig Jergenson
(Bev); as well as many nieces

and nephews. Dennis will be
remembered as a very kind and
giving man.

Per Dennis’s request, there
will be no public services.

The family would like to
say a special Thank You to the
caring staffs of Centra Care
Hospice Home Care and the
V. A. Hospice Building 49-1
for their amazing care during
his prolonged illness.
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