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Members of the Sherburne County 
Board weighed in on an ongoing 
debate over the county’s election 

system. 
See the story on page 2. 

BECKER
Cancer survivors gathered at 

Becker City Park for their annual 
dinner organized by Fran Seeley 

and Bev Knutson. 
See the story on page 4B. 

CLEARWATER
Movies and Music in the Park 

were approved by the Clearwater 
council. 

See the story on page 4.
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SOGGY CLEAN UP DAY. San-
tiago Lions members were not 
daunted by the rainy weather for 
Santiago Cleanup Day, Sat., April 
30th. Volunteers included  Mark 
Renn, Kim Weber, Anda Campion, 
Keenan Paulson, Matt Weber, and 
Dave Dahlheimer. Lions members 
served up donuts and coffee to 
help warm everyone up. (Submit-
ted photo.)
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Cargill is NOW HIRING for 
Production roles in 
Monticello and Big Lake!
Apply online today!

$3,000 SIGN-ON BONUS!
   - 1st shift food handler    
      $17.25+/hr.
   - 2nd shift food handler      
     $19.25+/hr.
   - 3rd shift sanitation   
     $20.80+/hr.

Visit: careers.cargill.com/Monticello-mn  or   careers.cargill.com/Biglake-mn    
Cargill is an Equal Opportunity Employer, including Disability/Vet.

By Bill Morgan, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

Hazardous conditions 
on the shore of area lakes 
and rivers has prompted the 
closing of several roads, 
trails, bridges and camp-
grounds.

The Minnesota Depart-
ment of Natural Resources 
(DNR) says last week’s 
severe storms paired with 
late-spring melt has caused 
the rivers and lakes to flood.

Many homes and cab-
ins in the Briggs Lake 
Chain are completely sur-
rounded by water as a “no 
wake” summons has been 

declared for the area. The 
road around Lake Julia 
was blocked off as water 
washed out the road at its 
lowest points. Docks and 
floats are submerged and 
unaccesible as the neigh-
borhood waits for the water 
to crest and subside.

At Riverside camp-
grounds in Becker, the river 
has overflowed the banks 
and is now looming at the 
base of campers parked 
along the waterway.

The Big Eagle Lake 
Improvement Associa-
tion issued the following 
warning Monday on so-
cial media for anyone ap-

proaching Big Eagle Lake 
in Orrock Twp.

“Currently, the Elk 
River and the Snake River 
are back-flowing into Eagle 
Lake. It is possible the lake 
level may rise another 
eight to 10 inches before it 
begins to recede. The rise 
may be very rapid. Please 
take precautions with wa-
tercraft, docks, lifts and 
other equipment you may 
have in the water.  We can-
not predict when the lake 
level will return to normal 
but we encourage you to be 
prepared for elevated lake 

MANY DOCKS are now unreachable or damaged by the flooding and many have reported sections of docks and other debris washing up on shores from the swelling Briggs Lake Chain in Palmer. (Patriot 
Photo by Bill Morgan).

Floods causing havoc in Minnesota

END OF ROAD. Barricades were erected along the road traveling around Lake 
Julia in Palmer as water poured onto the roads after heavy storms and melting 
snow. (Patriot Photo by Bill Morgan). FLOODING to page 10

Submitted Article

(Editor’s Note: The follow-
ing has been submit-
ted to the Patriot 
Newspaper by a 
member of the 
BLCLA).

A 
s i z e d -
d o w n 
a s sem-
bly of 
the Big 
L a k e 
C o m -
m u n i t y 
L a k e s 
A s s o -
c i a t i o n 
( B L C L A ) 
gathered at the 
Carousell Works 
last weekend for 
their annual meeting. The 
session, attended by about 25, was 
significantly reduced in size from 
previous year’s gatherings of over 
100, held at Russell’s. But, two 
years of COVID-19 restraints can 
do that.

Board member Jay Meyer said 
membership in the group is down 
to about 80, from its usual 100+; 
persons needing to submit $50 pay-
ment for memberships can contact 
Meyer at 612-366-6761.

Mark Boeckman of the BLCLA 
led a discussion on resumption of 
stocking fish into the two lakes. 
Stocking of walleye was eliminated 
a few years back, but the fish re-
mains a favorite of those with the 
angling poles. Boeckman reported 

the two lakes, due to their struc-
ture, are unable to help walleye 
propagate; the species needs rocky 

bottoms and flowing wa-
ters, neither of which 

are unique to Big 
Lake and Lake 

Mitchell.
“ W e 

need to 
look to 
o t h e r 
s p e -
c i e s , ” 
he said. 
“ B u t , 
if the 
m e m -

b e r s h i p 
wants wall-

eyes, that’s 
the way we’ll 

go.”
Walleye stock-

ing has been done for a 
14-year period, ending recently. 
Boeckman reported 65% of the 
BLCLA membership noted their 
support for some stocking pro-
grams. Big Lake Council Rep. Kim 
Noding said walleye stocking is a 
good investment to draw in anglers 
from out of town; persons who 
spend money.

“We’re a bass lake,” suggested 
Board Member Karna Lundquist.

It was noted that attraction of 
out-of-towner fisher persons also at-
tracts the spread of invasive species 
of plants and mussels, something 
the group has fought hard over the 
past years. But Eurasian Mil-foil, a 

BLCLA still considering 
stocking of 2 lakes

BLCLA to page 7

By Katherine Cantin,
Staff Writer
Reporter.Katie@PatriotNewsMN.com

Liberty Paper, Inc. (LPI), 
has had some excitement re-
cently, as they planted trees at 
City Park to belatedly honor 
Earth Day, and invited Becker 
students to tour their facility.

Tree Planting
One week ago Thursday, 

early in the day before the 
weather turned stormy, Lib-
erty Paper Employees gathered 

at Becker City Park in order to 
plant trees. 

After an outbreak of Oak 
Wilt in the area, the park was in 
need of some new, healthy trees. 

Elisa Wright, Environmental 
Health and Safety Engineer, said 
that the group decided to go with 
six trees this year, all of which 
were more mature than what was 
planted last year.

Tom Murphy, technical 
manager at LPI, said the original 

TREE PLANTING. LPI employees gathered at the Becker City Park to plant trees. Front row 
(left to right): Kathy Tully, Nicole Lerfald, Kelly Impola, Sam VanSteenwyk, Joe Charbonneau, 
Joel Gray. Second Row: Tina Schlichting, Tom Murphy, Elisa Wright, Jim Arbogast, Craig Pry, Chris 
Lisson, Beth Metzger. (Photo by Katherine Cantin.)

LPI Plants Trees, 
Welcomes First 

Graders

LPI to page 9
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HOLIDAY WEEKEND SCHEDULE:
Open Friday, Saturday & Sunday Holiday Weekends!

Memorial Day - May 27, 28 & 29 
4th of July - July 1, 2 & 3 
Labor Day - Sept. 2, 3 & 4

• Gates open for shopping 1/2 hour before sunrise
• FREE admission and parking for visitors

More information at wrightcountyswappersmeet.com
13594 100th St. NW, South Haven 

Kevin & Laurie Miller • 320-274-9005
3 mi. W of Annandale on Hwy. 55, 2 mi. N on CR3, 1/4 mi. E on 100th St NW

Open every 
saturday

Dealers! Set up on your trailer or tables - food on site. 
Begin set-up at 12 noon day before the sale 

or prior to 6 am day of sale.

Wright County Swappers Meet
Minnesota’s Largest Seasonal Outdoor Flea Market!

Area News
Celebrate the Life and 

Memory of Jody Trovall

at Trovall residence
8475 116th St. SE, 

Clear Lake, MN

Prince Theme - Food - Live Music - Storytelling

Sat., June 4, 1-6pm

LEONARD AND 
TERRY GRANING 
OF CLEAR LAKE

 celebrated their 50th 
wedding anniversary 

May 20th, 2022. They will be 
having a small dinner party 

with their loved ones. 

They briefly dated before 
Leonard went off to serve in 
the Vietnam War. The happy 
couple married May 20th, 

1972 at South Santiago 
Lutheran Church.They have 4 
children, & 10 grandchildren. 

Save even more with Geo-Thermal!
 Call & ask us how!

Call 320.253.4859   www.MechEnergy.comHEATING

PLUMBING

Call 320.253.4859 MechEnergy.com

COOLING

ELECTRIC

We believe your home should be safe, comfortable, durable                   

with continuing education and training to ensure we are offering             
the very latest in comfort solutions.

Heating, Cooling, Plumbing, & Electrical

L OC A L  P L U M B IN G  S P E C IA L IS TYour Heating, Cooling, Plumbing and Electrical experts

9

YOUR HEATING, COOLING, PLUMBING & ELECTRICAL EXPERTS

LAWN & GARDEN
Service Specials

$27999+ TAX

$38999+ TAX

$8999+ TAX

25% OFF BLADES
with purchase of All Spring Mainenance Items

   • Oil                          • Oil Filter
   • Air Filter                  • Fuel Filter
   • Hydraulic Filter        • Spark Plugs

10% off
Spring

Maintenance Items*
OR

Parts Specials

$3,299* $3,499* $4,999*

$4,499*

* Must purchase all applicable Maintenance items for
your machine to receive discount on blades. 
All Specials good through May 15, 2022

By Ken Francis,
Contributing Writer

Members of the Sher-
burne County Board Tues-
day weighed in on an 
ongoing debate over the 
county’s election system.

In recent weeks, during 
the open forum portion of 
the regular commissioner 
meetings, some members 
of the public have voiced 
their concerns over the Do-
minion Voting Machines 
the county uses to tabulate 
votes on election day.

They have offered tes-
timony from computer and 
electronics experts about 
how the system could po-
tentially be hacked by out-
side sources to alter vote 
totals and possibly change 
the results of an election. 
They spoke about outdated 
software on voting ma-
chines and about security 
regarding mail-in voting.

One of their ongoing 
requests has been to hold a 
public hearing or workshop 
with members of the board 
to discuss their concerns, in 
part, to convince the com-
missioners to get rid of Do-
minion Voting Machines.

To date, the board has 
not agreed to a workshop 
or hearing. But Tuesday, 
Auditor/Treasurer Diane 
Arnold, who is in charge 
of Sherburne County elec-
tions, gave an overview of 
the county’s entire election 
process to try to answer 
some of the security con-
cerns.

She opened with a 
summary of how all elec-
tion judges are required to 
go through training, and 
the fact that each political 
party is represented equally 
during the election process.

“We encourage elec-
tion judges to sign up for 
the party of their choice so 
their name will be included 
on the list from which 
townships and cities will 
pull to make recommenda-

tions to their city councils 
and township boards,” she 
said.

Arnold said many peo-
ple are not aware that all 
election equipment must be 
federally approved by the 
Election Assistance Com-
mission (EAC) and tested 
and approved 
by the MN 
State Election 
Dept. before 
the county can 
even submit 
request for pro-
posal (RFP) 
to purchase 
equipment.

She said 
that goes for all 
election equip-
ment.

“That’s for 
any manufac-
turer of equip-
ment, whether 
it’s Dominion, 
Hart or ES&S,” 
she said. All 
three of those 
are certified in 
Minnesota.

Testing is 
done before 
every election to make sure 
the machines are working 
properly. The tabulators 
are checked for accuracy 
by running a test on prede-
termined ballots and vote 
totals through each of the 
programs prior to tabulat-
ing the ballots.

“This is done by my 
office  and trained election 
staff,” she said.

Then an accuracy test 
is performed just before the 
election. Notice of the test 
is announced in the news-
paper prior to the test for 
each city and township so 
the public can attend and 
observe. The county also 
conducts a public test.

Totals of the ballots 
from the public test are re-
viewed by election judges 
from each political party 
for accuracy. Those result 
tapes are saved in each pre-

cinct. Then the judges clear 
the memory card before the 
election to assure there are 
no votes on the tape.

The tape in the voting 
machine is left on until 
the polls close on election 
day. Once the polls close, 
election judges from both 

parties review the tape to 
balance the number of voter 
signatures to the number of 
paper ballots in the tabula-
tor.

 “They  must also re-
cord any spoiled ballots, 
the number of ballots re-
ceived, the number of new 
registrants and record any 
write-in ballots for any of-
fice from commissioners 
and up if they were regis-
tered with the Secretary of 
State prior to election day,” 
said Arnold. “All these 
have to be signed off by 
election judges from two 
parties prior ro transmitting 
the results to the county.”

Arnold said she gets 
new codes for each modem 
for each election. The codes 
are only activated during 
the election period and can-
celled after each general 
election. The data is en-

crypted so when the elec-
tion judges send the results 
to the county it comes to a 
secure  election server that 
is not on the county’s main 
server site or in the “cloud”.

“The judges give con-
firmation that the results 
have been transmitted suc-

cessfully and they 
call my office to 
confirm they were 
received,” said 
Arnold. “Those 
results are added 
to the absentee 
ballot totals that 
were scanned in 
by the county 
and uploaded to 
the Secretary of 
State.”

Once the in-
formation is sent 
to the county, 
each precinct puts 
the equipment in 
a metal transfer 
case along with 
the signed tapes. 
Ballots are sealed 
in ballot boxes 
with seal num-
bers recorded by 
judges for both 

parties and stored at the 
precinct until the next day, 
when they are brought to 
the county. Tabulators are 
stored at the Sherburne 
History Center in a cli-
mate-controlled environ-
ment. Ballots are locked 
in a secure room for 22 
months.

Election results are 
presented to the canvassing 
board, reviewed and signed 
by each member. Once they 
are certified, the results are 
sent by overnight mail to 
State Election Dept.

Arnold said the can-
vassing board randomly se-
lects three precincts to have 
the ballots hand-counted at 
a public review meeting to 
check for accuracy.

“In the past election 
in 2020, we hand counted 
seven precincts due to the 
senate race in Dist 14,” she 

said. “Reports from each of 
those hand counts were tab-
ulated and reported correct 
totals for each candidate 
that was reported on elec-
tion night.

Arnold said all the 
county’s current equip-
ment will be updated with 
the most recent certified 
software versions for 2022 
elections and the current 
election server will be re-
placed with a certified ver-
sion for testing before the 
primaries in August.

Commissioner Rae-
anne Danielowski wanted 
to confirm that each pre-
cinct tabulated its own 
votes.

Arnold confirmed that.
“Each precinct is act-

ing as a tabulator,” she said. 
“They are not connected to 
the Internet as some people 
think.”

Commissioner Tim 
Dolan said he was confi-
dent the county’s system 
was secure.

“We’ve had a lot of 
questions and open forum 
talk and  public pushback 
around voting machines 
and things of that nature.”

“As complex as the 
system is, there is no per-
fect system, but I have 
the utmost confidence in 
Sherburne County, your 
office and our election of-
ficials,” Dolan said to Ar-
nold. “Our record speaks 
for itself. We’ve had a lot 
of close elections at the 
county  level and the city 
and township level. Every 
time there’s an audit, it 
comes back saying what it 
should. When you look at 
all the checks and balances 
in place, I think everybody 
can have confidence in that 
system.”

Commissioner Lisa 
Fobbe said she compared 
notes on the issue with 
other legislators at a state-
wide meeting last week. 
She said it’s not just Do-
minion machines but all 

voting machines that are 
being questioned.

“The process in general 
is being challenged. It’s a 
bigger issue than just Do-
minion machines.”

She said Arnold’s in-
formation was important 
for people to hear.  

“I appreciate any 
chance we have to educate 
the public on all the steps 
we go through to have fair 
and reasonable elections,” 
she said.

Commissioner Felix 
Schmiesing said he was 
also confident in the coun-
ty’s system.

“I don’t think the ques-
tion has ever been your 
staff or your personal in-
tegrity,” he said. ‘We need 
to make sure our own house 
is in order, and I feel that it 
is. I feel that you and your 
staff have done a good job.”

He said that doesn’t 
mean there won’t be more 
questions to answer.  

“I also think we need 
to keep an open mind and 
continue to listen to others 
that have questions about 
the entirety of our elections 
system,” he said. “I just 
think it’s respectful that we 
maintain that and that we 
continue to have dialogue 
with them as we move for-
ward.”

Some of that dialogue 
continued later on Tuesday. 
Arnold said some election 
data had been requested by 
members of the public. She 
had invited them to meet 
with her that afternoon to 
review the information.

Commissioner Dan-
ielowski said the issue 
would also be discussed at 
a city council workshop by 
the City of Big Lake 4:30 
p.m. May 25.

County responds to election concerns

TORNADO WATCH. Arabella Winkelman was not intimidated by ominous 
skies. She is pictured striking a pose as a beautiful rainbow appeared after a round 
of storms moved through central Minnesota. The photo was taken at her Becker 
township home. (Photo courtesy of Jayme Winkelman Photography).



By Katherine Cantin,
Staff Writer
Reporter.Katie@PatriotNewsMN.com

During the recent Big 
Lake City Council Meeting, 
Corrie Scott, Recreation and 
Communication Coordinator, 
presented the planned sum-
mer events at Lakeside Park 
to the council, asking for their 
accep tance 
of donations 
towards these 
events. 

T h e 
Farmers Mar-
ket will return 
Wednesdays 
from 3 p.m.-7 
p.m., June 
through Au-
gust, and 
Wednesdays in September 
until 6 p.m. Live music, food 
trucks, kids activities, and 
other attractions will be avail-
able in addition to local ven-
dor booths. The first market 
will take place June 1. 

Music in the Park re-
turns for its 10th anniversary. 
Events will take place on se-
lect Thursdays June through 
August. Food trucks will be 
available.

The first Movie in the 
Park event was Friday, May 
20 and featured Luca. The 
next film to be featured will 
be Finding Nemo September 
16. Concessions will be avail-
able.

About 20 organizations 
and businesses from the area 
donated funding to the city to 
put on these events, coming 
together to contribute over 
$38,000.

AUAR for 
Parkwood Knolls
A possible future devel-

opment for the city, Park-
wood Knolls, applied for the 
city to complete an Alter-
native Urban Areawide Re-
view (AUAR) for the area in 
question, which serves as an 
environmental review. Coun-
cil members, notably coun-
cil member Ken Halverson, 
voiced their concerns over 
the developer skipping steps 
in the development process 
in doing so, as most devel-
opers are asked to submit a 
preliminary plat that meets 
with the council’s approval 
first, which the developer has 
so far failed to do. Halver-
son was concerned that this 
would set a precedent for 
other developers to complete 
steps in whichever order they 
pleased. Council Member 
Paul Seefeld disagreed with 
this, however, stating that 
any developers still need to 
adhere to all the steps put 
forth by the city, regardless of 
order, so it shouldn’t matter 
as much. Mayor Paul Knier 
suggested that the developer 
could use this information as 
they create their plat, as it will 

show them the scale they may 
use for the project. 

The request was ap-
proved three to one, with 
Halverson opposing.

Engineering Report
City Engineer Layne 

Otteson gave an update on 
the road projects. This year, 
the city was fortunate to ef-
fectively have an early lift 

on weight 
restrictions, 
as MnDOT 
reclassified 
Sherburne 
C o u n t y 
as part of 
the metro, 
which has 
d i f fe ren t 
restrictions. 
Big Lake 

was not the only government 
entity to miss this bit of news 
initially, as the county did not 
notice the change until the 
City of Zimmerman asked 
when the road restriction 
signs would come down. 

Student Liaison 
Report
The student council is 

accepting applications for 
next year from all returning 
high school students and next 
year’s freshman class. 

Prom was held May 7, 
and the school celebrated 
“Prom Week” the week be-
fore, the reason being that 
Homecoming celebrates fall 
sports, snow days celebrates 
winter sports, but there was 
not a week to celebrate spring 
sports. Student council imple-
mented “Prom Week” to fix 

this issue. 
Graduation will take 

place June 3. 
Administrator’s 
Report
Interim City Adminis-

trator Hanna Klimmek re-
ported that she and Council 
Member Sam Hanson went 
on a tour of the water towers, 
lift stations, and wells in the 
city. She also went on a tour 
of Cargill Protein. Cargill is 
looking to add another line 
this fall, which will require 
some close cooperation with 
the city.

In Other Business,
the Council:
• Read a proclamation 

acknowledging police week;
• Purchased a tax-for-

feited parcel of land for $129.
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Looking to advertise? 
Call 763.275.0275 

today!

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

763-262-2889

www.jeddelohsnyder.com

• Family Law
• Real Estate
• Business Planning
• Business Litigation
• Wills & Trusts
• Estate Planning
• Guardianships

101 Jefferson Blvd.
Big Lake

Business & professional services  directory

935 Clearwater Professional Building
(320) 558-2201

Mon.: 8:30-4:30 • Tue.: 9-5 • Wed.: 8:30-4:30
ALSO: 1500 Northway Drive, St. Cloud

Member of American 
Academy of Dental 

Group Practice Bethany Blonigen, DDS
Brent Deragisch, DDS

“A Reason 
to Smile!”

Dental Attorneys
PETERSON - 

GRIMSMO
FUNERAL CHAPEL

Serving your 
community since 1933

250 East Broadway
Monticello, MN 55362

763-295-2918
Our family serving yours!

Funeral

Area News

Serving the Metro &
Surrounding Areas Since 1967

www.c-sblacktopping.com
Major Credit Cards accepted 

FREE ESTIMATES
aa  ““ggrreeeenn””  ppaavviinngg  ccoonnttrraaccttoorr

RESIDENTIAL COMMERCIAL
PAVING CONTRACTORS

763.428.2225

Blacktopping

15920 Hwy. 10, Becker • 763-262-0871

MULCH • ROCK • BLACK DIRT • SAND
Additional products available!
We can load or delivery available!
Open to the public 
Mon. - Fri., 8am to 5pm 
and Sat., 8am to noon

Landscape Supplies

Looking to 
advertise? 

Call 
763.275.0275 

today!

Cattle from our private stock - farm fresh. corn fed Angus Beef. Call to Place Your Order! 

BEEF SIDES 
S3391b 

Rump Roast 
Round or Cube Steak 
Sirloin Tip Steak or Roast 
Ground Beef, 80 lb. 
Chuck Blade Roast or Steak 
Chuck Arm Roast 
Prime Rib Roast or 

Rib Steak 

BEEF FRONTS 
1/4s S3391b 
Chuck Blade Roast 

or Steak 
Beef Roast Cross Rib 
Ground Beef - avg. 50 lbs. 
Short Ribs 'optional 
Soup Bone 'optional 
Stew Meat 'optional 

::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::'.:::::::::: 

Porterhouse Steak 
T-Bone Steak 
Sirloin Steak 

Short Ribs "optional 
Stew Meat 'optional 
Soup Bone "optional 

Chuck Arm Roast 
Prime Rib Roast or 

Rib Steak 

BEEF HINDS 
1/4s S3591b 
Porterhouse Steak 
T-Bone Steak 
Sirloin Steak 
Rump Roast 
Round or Cube Steak 

Sirloin Tip Steak 
or Roast 

Ground Beef, 50 lb. 
Soup Bones *optional 
Stew Meat 'optional 

We are a full service Beef 

BEEF_SPllTS 
1/2s 

S3441b 
& Pork processing plant. ':_:!II��,�-Call far details �..il! � l,..c; - � 

Full service Beef & Pork
Custom processing done 
on site. Call for details.

Cattle from our private stock 
- fram fresh, corn-fed Angus 
Beef. Call to place your order!

CORN FED BLACK ANGUS STEER FROM OUR PRIVATE STOCK!
BEEF SIDES....................................$3.80/LB.
BEEF FRONT QUARTERS ...........$3.70/LB.
BEEF HIND QUARTERS ..............$4.20/LB.
BEEF SPLIT QUARTERS .............$3.95/LB.
SIRLOIN STEAK ............................$10.35/LB.
CHUCK ROAST .............................$5.85/LB.
ENGLISH ROAST ..........................$5.85/LB.
ARM ROAST ..................................$5.85/LB.
SIRLOIN TIP ROAST ...................$5.85/LB.

$380
Lb.

$380
Lb.

$395
Lb.

$400
Lb.

While Supplies Last!

$535
Lb.

GROUND BEEF SPECIAL!

87% Lean
Ground Beef

BULK HAMBURGER & 
HAMBURGER PATTIES

87% Lean 
Ground Beef

$4.98/LB.
While supplies last!WE DO CUSTOM PROCESSING!

Oh No!

EVERY UNIT WILL HAVE DISCOUNTS!

Clearwater, MN
2088 202nd St. E • 320.373.9139

New and Used Inventory of all kinds
Visit us at: outletrecreation.com

Motorhomes • Travel Trailers • Boats 
• Pontoons • Fish Houses • ATV’s & 

More • Service and Parts

We got hit by hail 
damage on 

Monday (5/9) at our 
Clearwater location.

Now is a great time to save some serious 
money on units with minimal damage!

Oh No!

FARGO
4021 Main Ave

Ste. A
701.712.8190

DETROIT LAKES
MARINE CENTER

605 Hwy 10 E
218.304.7761

DETROIT LAKES
RV CENTER
1015 US-59

218.844.6959

CROSS LAKE
RV CENTER

31956 Co Rd 3
218.515.2767

CROSS LAKE
MARINE CENTER
36685 Co Rd 66

218.515.2767

By Bill Morgan, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

George Quinn and 
workers at the Third Rail 
Bar & Grill in Big Lake, 
held  an appreciation event 
for the local Police Dept. in 
Big Lake in honor of Police 
Week.

Prominently set up in 
the front of the restaurant 

was a couple decorated ta-
bles with place mats, plates 
and silverware where of-
ficers who had some free 
time or were taking a lunch 
or dinner break, could enter 
and receive VIP seating and 
special meals just for them 
to say “thank you” from the 
community. 

Quinn, a renowned 
community supporter and 

citizen, parked his 1964 
police cruiser outside the 
bar and allowed visitors to 
take photos around it, get 
behind the wheel and even 
ignite the blaring siren, if 
they desired.

Style catering provided 
the desserts.

GEORGE QUINN supplied this 1964 Police Cruiser to draw attention to the Third Rail’s efforts in appreciating the locla 
police during National Police Week. Inset: BL officers and county deputies enjoy drinks and a meal. (Submitted Photos).

Third Rail hosts Police 
Week recognition event

Big Lake gears up for 
exciting summer events

Vice President
NMLS 402524
(763) 271-7216

Cory Nuest

CorTrustMortgage.com

Less banking.  
More house hunting!

Mortgage products to give you confidence in your 
home search, and access to experts along the way.

 ID 405612 • NMLS 458038 • Member FDIC
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Area News
Annual 

clean-up days

Saturday, June 4 • 7am - 12pm
PALMER TOWN HALL

on County Road 6
Watch for entrance, exit signs & directions from volunteers

• Household Garbage • Brush • Leaves • Stumps 
• Adhesives • Driveway Sealer • Gas Refrigerators 

• Hazardous Waste • Paint • Fluorescent Bulbs • Used Oil 
• Used Oil Filters • Pressurized Tanks

MATERIALS NOT ACCEPTABLE

LOADING: PLEASE LOAD YOUR VEHICLE SO BATTERIES CAN 
BE REMOVED FIRST, FOLLOWED BY TIRES, WOOD, METAL, 

CONSTRUCTION MATERIAL, AND GENERAL JUNK. 

Because of high disposal cost a small fee will be charged for 
some tems. Cash donations will also be accepted.

ARTICLES THAT WILL BE ACCEPTED:

APPLIANCES - $15.00
ELECTRONICS - $10.00
SCRAP METAL - All kinds and quantities - FREE
BATTERIES - Any quantity - FREE
GENERAL JUNK & CONSTRUCTION MATTER
Carload - $5.00, Pickup - $10.00, Trailer - $15.00
TIRES - Tires must be off rims.  Resident must be 
present with delivery. Car tires - $5.00 each, truck tires - 
$5.00 each. Large tractor tires - $20.00 each. 
No off-road construction tires accepted.
MATTRESSES, BOX SPRINGS - $10.00 per
UPHOLSTERED ITEMS, LP TANKS - $5.00 per
ATTENTION: Small Engines MUST be completely drained 
WITH ALL DRAIN PLUGS PULLED AND CAPS REMOVED

We need everyone’s help and participation
to make our “Clean-Up Day” a success

You are asked to assist in the unloading of your transport.

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED!

Palmer Township

Clean Up Day

Auctions
ESTATE & CONSIGNMENT AUCTION

SUNDAY, MAY 29, 2022 @ 11:00 AM
3825 Shadowood Dr. NE.Sauk Rapids,MN

Directions: St. Cloud, E. on Hwy 23 Left 0n 40th  (Follow Signs)

THIS IS A PARTIAL LISTING. B.P. & MN tax applies. 
See website for more: 
www.midwestauctions.com/sharer 
Keith Sharer Auction Service

320-267-1963

ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES: Crusader horse clock, Log welcome sign, 
Cream can, Nail keg, Action figures, Medicine & Liquor bottles, Carved horn, 
Crystal Moose & Turtle, Flatware chest, Stoneware bowls, Butter churn, Miller 
& Schlitz beer signs, MGD bottle, Enamelware; HOUSEHOLD: Toys, Ertl 
& Spec-Cast tractors, Tin Oliver sign, Structo rocker, Tin sand loader, Replica 
pedal cars,  Glassware, Holiday décor’, Dolls, Framed art & prints, Wiloow 
tree figurines, Tin stars, Electronics; FURNITURE: Duncan phyfe table, 
Shelves, End tables & Night stands, Dresser, Wood cabinets, Chest of drawers, 
Painted commode, Pressback chairs; OUTDOOR & SHOP 

By Mark Kolbinger,
Contributing Writer

The Santiago Twp. 
Board met last Wednesday 
and breezed through the 
agenda, which included the 
consideration of several re-
pairs for the Town Hall.

The brick moulding 
around the base of the build-
ing exterior has been prob-
lematic for some time and last 
year the board had local con-
tractor Mike Peterson repair a 
section by replacing it with a 
more sturdy metal siding. The 
board felt this had worked 
well would like to remove the 
rest of the brick, while also 
addressing the issues with the 
base of the sign in front of the 
building.

Because the expected 
cost will exceed $10,000, the 
board will be seeking bids 
to accomplish the two tasks. 
Contractor John Herbst also 
mentioned that it would be 
prudent to install some con-
crete pillar barriers near the 
sides of the building where 
the Fire Department is located 

to provide an extra layer of 
protection between the park-
ing lot and the siding. These 
core filled concrete barriers 
would fit well into the site 
plan without disturbing the 
water and sewer lines.

The board agreed and 
instructed Clerk Kathy 
Woolard to work with Matt 
Weber to develop a materials 
list and project scope that can 
be used to advertise for bids at 
next month’s meeting.

Sheriff
Sgt. Andy Ochs was at 

the meeting to discuss last 
month’s 69 calls for service, 
which included 30 traffic 
stops and two fires. The su-
pervisors asked Ochs for an 
update on the dynamic speed 
signs that are supposed to be 
installed on County Road 11 
through town and he said he 
will have an update for the 
board next month.

Roads
Road supervisor Dave 

Jehoich presented a pair of 
documents to be signed by 
the board relating to the work 
being done on 67th St. Herbst 
indicated that MPM, the con-

tractor for the project, was 
looking at a mid-June date 
for the commencement of the 
work.  

Jehoich also noted that 
Astech had submitted a bid 
of $62,530 for the crack seal-
ing projects that are slated for 
2022. Combined with what 
had been accomplished last 
year and is on the table for 
2023, this would bring most 
of the tar roads within the 
township into good repair. 
The board approved the bid 
and also gave the go-ahead 
for the seal coating on a por-
tion of 19th St.

Clean Up 
Shelly Jehoich gave a 

report on Clean-up Day and 
noted that 60 cars came to the 
event, down from 107 a year 
ago. The weather may have 
played a role in the downward 
attendance trend, as storms 
and rain plagued this year’s 
event.

A total of 31 mattresses 
and large pieces of furniture 
were collected, however, and 
this was a positive since these 
are the types of items that 
people sometimes discard il-

legally in road ditches.
Over 10 volunteers 

helped with the duties that 
day and $1,800 were col-
lected. The Santiago Lions 
were thanked for their do-
nation of coffee and donuts, 
while Bailey Ray’s was rec-
ognized for bringing pizza for 
the workers.

“We had a lot of good 
people helping,” noted Board 
Chair Jeff Pappenfus.

Open Forum
During the open forum, 

Gary Gray was on hand to in-
troduce himself to the board 
and residents. Gray, long-
time Clear Lake Twp. Board 
member, announced that he 
was planning to file for the 
Sherburne County Commis-
sioner seat being vacated 
by the retirement of Felix 
Schmiesing. Members of the 
audience asked questions of 
Gray relating to solar farm 
development, as well as the 
zoning and classification of 
agricultural and commercial 
properties.

The board will next meet 
on June 8 at 7 p.m.

Santiago Board to seek 
bids for building repairs

By Mark Kolbinger,
Contributing Writer

Clear Lake Fire and Res-
cue Chief Ron Koren recently 
announced that Ryan Leaders 
has been named Firefighter of 
the Year for his dedication to 
the profession.

“Ryan has been on the 
department for about 23 years 
and he is one of those guys 
who is always there,” Koren 
said. “He was promoted 
to Captain last year and he 
volunteers for just about ev-
erything. Everyone on the 
department likes him.”

Koren noted that each 
year, the members of the de-
partment are allowed to nom-
inate a worthy member to 
receive the honor and at this 
year’s voting, Ryan’s name 
appeared on many ballots.

“He’s been a really good 
asset for our department,” 
Koren added.

As a Captain on the 
department, Leaders is as-
signed an extra duty and he is 
currently in charge of all the 

maintenance on the trucks.
“He coordinates the 

maintenance and makes sure 
that our big trucks get DOT 
certified,” Koren explained.  

Asst. Chief
Koren also announced 

that 14 year member Ryan 
McKay, an Asst. Chief with 
the department, moved out 
of the service area and retired 
last year.  In his place, Matt 
Lunser was promoted to first 
Asst. Chief. Lunser, who also 
serves as the training officer, 
has done considerable work 
on updating the department’s 
Standard Operating Guide-
lines (SOG’s).

Clear Lake Fire and Res-
cue is a 30 person department 
and all members are trained 
in both firefighting and emer-
gency medical treatment.

The department features 
two stations - #1 in Clear 
Lake and #2 in Palmer - and 
offers fire protection and 
medical response to a 75 
square mile area.

RYAN LEADERS, pictured here with his wife Becky, was recently honored as 
the CLFD Firefighter of the Year. (Submitted photo.)

Leaders honored 
by CLFD

By Penny Leuthard,
Contributing Writer

During their May meet-
ing, Alyx Johnson from the 
Clear Valley Business Con-
nection (CVBC) approached 
the Clearwater City Council 
to explain their request for 
special event permits for a 
series of Music in the Park/
Movies in the Park events to 
be held summer evenings at 
El Dorado Park. The organi-
zation is also requesting the 
rental fees be waived as these 
will be community events, 
and with this being their first 
year holding the events on a 
large scale they aren’t sure of 
finances.

When questioned, John-
son explained the stage will 
be placed near the south side 
of the rugby field and addi-
tional garbage bins will be 
provided. 

A motion carried to ap-
prove the special event per-
mits and fee waivers.

Draft TIF agreement
Developer Pat Briggs 

approached the council to 
discuss the draft development 
agreement terms for his pro-
posed Ash St. apartment proj-
ect, noting that his financing 
is contingent on receiving 
26 years of Tax Increment 
Financing (TIF) assistance. 
Pointing out the current rising 
interest rate and inflation, he 
asked the council to provide 
the maximum allowed assis-
tance of 26 years.

Mayor Andrea Law-
rence said she had reviewed 
the calculations further and is 
comfortable with the 20 years 
recommended by Northland 
Securities, the city’s financial 
advisor, and said she believes 
that number is generous as the 
council has to answer to the 
taxpayers. 

Council Member Wayne 
Kruchten stated he is hesitant 
to provide any assistance, as 

there is limited land available 
in Clearwater and believes 
something will be built at the 
location eventually. 

Briggs said his project 
will increase the city’s tax 
base once the project is com-
pleted, and that economic 
conditions and interest rates 
have changed rapidly since 
his application was submit-
ted. When questioned on how 
interest rate increases impact 
the project versus how tax 
increases impact, Briggs said 
both have impacts, but he is 
only able to move incremen-
tally on other factors, such as 
the cost of rent, to offset the 
increases. 

After other council mem-
bers indicated they were okay 
with the 20 year recommen-
dation, a motion passed 4-1 
authorizing 20 years of TIF 
assistance, with Kruchten 
voting against.

Rezone Resolution
City Administrator An-

nita Smythe provided the 
council an overview of the 
requests from Adroit Proper-
ties for rezoning, site plan ap-
proval, and a conditional use 
permit for property recently 
annexed on Co. Road 75.

When asked how the 
project would impact traf-
fic, Developer Chris Hanson 
stated they have around 100 
trucks, but not all will be on-
site or operating at the same 
time and not all are based lo-
cally. He indicated some traf-
fic will occur but not at the 
scale of the Travel Plaza. He 
believes the project may add 
30-35 employment positions 
over the next year.

A motion carried ap-
proving Resolution 2022-35 
Approving Site Plan and 
Conditional Use Permit.

Code Violations
During public forum, 

resident Scott Pesola ap-
proached the council to ad-
dress city code violations at 

his property. He admitted he 
has had issues over the years 
but believes the property has 
improved. 

Later in the meeting, 
Smythe informed the council 
about recent contacts with Pe-
sola which gave her concerns 
about staff safety. Member 
Crandall will look into secu-
rity camera options.

Smythe also noted that 
comments made by Pesola 
earlier in the meeting weren’t 
accurate and that staff has re-
sponded to his questions. The 
recent actions taken by him 
appear to be in response to the 
city’s attempt to enforce the 
existing court order related to 
his city code violations. 

She explained her dis-
cussion with the city attorney 
regarding code enforcement 
at Pesola’s property and the 
attorney’s concerns about the 
October 2020 court order. 
The attorney advised that due 
to Pesola’s intent to fight the 
enforcement and the vague-
ness of the order’s content, the 
city should go back to court to 
request an amendment to the 
order before continuing with 
enforcement. 

After discussion, the 
council’s consensus was to 
follow the advice of the city 
attorney, suspend the enforce-
ment for now, and obtain an 
amended court order that spe-
cifically outlines what is to be 
removed from the property 
and what is to be done with 
those items.

Committee Reports
The mural painter hasn’t 

completed the mural at Spring 
Street Park with the design 
changes the Park Commis-
sion had requested, so she will 
be asked to return in order to 
complete them. 

A discussion was held 
regarding annexing the re-
maining city-owned parcel 
of Sportsman’s Park that was 
not previously annexed. Park 

Commission members didn’t 
wish to pursue acquisition of 
the parcels until the property 
owners reached out to the 
city.

The EDA’s new web-
site is up and running, local 
business retention visits are 
occurring, the sign project is 
progressing, and there have 
been frontage road discus-
sions. 

Other Business
During public form, 

James Theisen from Flint-
stones Lounge approached 
the council to promote the 
upcoming Legion Riders 
charity ride which will be 
held on June 26 and thanked 
the sheriff’s office and the city 
for supporting the event.

He also inquired as to 
the status of the pedestrian 
bridge project over I-94 and 
was informed the project was 
delayed while MnDOT com-
pletes a study of the Hwy. 
24 corridor. Smythe noted 
the city has a resolution of 
support for MnDOT’s grant 
application for this study and 
Hwy. 24 improvements.

A motion carried to 
waive the park rental fees and 
security deposit for the pub-
lic library’s August 10 event 
with the Raptor Center; the 
current space leased from the 
city doesn’t include outdoor 
space for events. 

A motion carried approv-
ing Jason Lang for the open 
Lieutenant for Fire and Res-
cue Service position. 

A motion carried approv-
ing the request to add a food 
shelf sign to the bottom of the 
Lions Park sign near the park 
entrance. 

City Cleanup Day will be 
September 24, 2022.

The next council meeting 
will be June 13 at 7 p.m.

Music and Movies in the Park 
events approved for Clearwater

GREAT FRIENDS GATHER FOR A WONDERFUL CAUSE. Elevier Women’s Center banquet was held May 12th at Rockwoods Restaurant & Bar Event 
Centre in Otsego. Pictured: Roxanne McGill, Jill Babler, Kris Reichle, Louise Marquette, Lindsay Marquette, Matt Marquette, John Reichle, Paul Knier 
and Luke Babler. Nearly 300 local residents came together to support Elevier Pregnancy Resource Center in Elk River. Big Lake mayor Paul Knier shared 
these sentiments about the event: “It’s an honor and a privilege to support this wonderful organization that is doing such great work for young women 
in our area.” (Submitted photo.)
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TO THE EDITOR:
On behalf of myself and all of the can-
cer survivors in Becker, I  want to send 
an enormous thank you to the wonderful 
group of people that so passionately pro-
vide a yearly Survivor Dinner for all of 
us. Each year they go above and beyond 
to make this event special and meaning-
ful for the Becker community survivors. 
Special shout out to the Seeley family, 
Lonny, Fran, Mason and Parker, and Bev 
Knutson. To all the businesses that do-
nated food, gifts, prizes, flowers, and the 
many items that we were spoiled with, 
thank you for your support! If you are a 
local cancer survivor and are unaware of 
this event, Please reach out to Fran, Bev, 
or myself. Thank you Becker for making 
this a wonderful place to live!
Cindy Marholz
Becker, MN

TO THE EDITOR:
Attached to my water bill was an addi-
tional sheet about lawn mowing. As it did 
not have an explanation, I made a call to 
city hall. The explanation I received was 
that lawns in Becker are going to be mon-
itored by a city employee who — on the 
second Tuesday of months May to Oc-
tober — will drive up and down streets 
measuring lawns. If lawns are six inches 
tall, a notice will be sent as a warning and 
if not mowed within 10 days, said lawn 
will be mowed by the city employee and 
the homeowner charged. To me, it feels 
like “big government”. I have traveled 
the streets of Becker and never saw even 
one lawn not kept up. I have seen yards 
that have trash, brush and clutter, but the 
city doesn’t act on that issue. Consider 
the following: 1). Homeowner is elderly; 
2). Homeowner is sick or in hospital; 
3).Homeowner is on vacation or away on 
a work trip;  4). Lawn is newly planted; 
5). Homeowner has planted wild flowers 
in front yard; 6). Some cities have sug-
gested not mowing the month of May to 
aid pollinators; 7). Liability? Trespass-
ing? Legality? The Becker city council 
needs to worry about more pressing is-
sues in Becker. An article explaining this 
issue in our Patriot Newspaper would be 
helpful.
Rosalyn Koning
Becker, MN

TO THE EDITOR:
Another crisis—baby formula short-
age.  Biden’s FDA shut down Abbott’s 
Sturgis formula plant three months ago 
when four babies died.  Investigations 
showed that the formula did NOT cause 
any baby’s death.  But the shelves are 
bare—except along the southern border 
where photos show pallets laden with 
baby formula.  Across the nation, some 
1.2 million babies receive formula for 
free through the WIC (Women, Infants, 
and Children) program.  Abbott Nutri-
tion supplies about half the formula for 
WIC. While the USDA proudly touts 
“WIC serves 53 percent of all infants 
born in the United States,” others label 
it “a third-world level of economic fail-
ure.”  What does the data reveal?  40% of 
babies are born out-of-wedlock, and 40-
50% of marriages end in divorce, result-
ing in single-parent families struggling 
financially.  WIC provides for families 
with a household income up to 185% of 
the federal poverty level.  U.S. families 
not only compete with border crossers 
but also with the new arrivals, under the 
WIC program, as they are resettled across 
the country by the current administration. 
Monday the FDA and Sturgis Labora-
tories reached an agreement to resume 

production shortly and have formula on 
store shelves within several weeks.  WH 
officials suggest parents ask doctors for 
formula samples.  WHO promotes breast-
feeding (not always an option). American 
families first!
Dr. Phyllis VanBuren
Clearwater, MN

TO THE EDITOR:
We have been attending the open forums 
at the Sherburne County board meet-
ings and submitting evidence that the 
Dominion voting system should not be 
purchased again.  The Certificate of Con-
formance from the Election Assistance 
Commission (EAC) states, “This certifi-
cate is not an endorsement of the product 
by any agency of the U.S. Government 
and no warranty of the product is either 
expressed or implied.” Rick Weible of 
Midwest Swamp Watch explained, “Mi-
crosoft ended support on Jan. 14, 2020 
for Windows 7 and Server 2008, which 
left our elections in 2020 and 2021 at 
significant risk.  While your Windows 10 
machines at home were getting updates to 
protect you from the latest cyber threats, 
these voting machines were not getting 
protection.” Is that good performance 
for a system that cost over $654,000 for 
2016? We attempted to stop them from 
re-purchasing the system but Auditor 
Diane Arnold will plow ahead and renew 
the Dominion system with the lips of the 
commissioners planted firmly on her butt. 
Watch the open forums for the past sev-
eral months and request the documents 
that were submitted.  The commission-
ers SHOULD have read them and they 
should have granted a Public Hearing on 
the Dominion voting system. 
Teri Dickinson
Big Lake, MN

TO THE EDITOR:
Last Saturday’s mass shooting in Buf-
falo, NY has had wall-to-wall press cov-
erage, but there are a number of points 
that are not being covered to the extent 
that they should.  One, is that there is no 
death penalty in New York, meaning that 
this individual has to look forward to the 
citizens paying for his three meals a day, 
cot and health care for the next 40-60 
years instead of a swift execution which 
will serve as not only punishment but a 
deterrent to other potential mass murder-
ers.  So just like the Boston Bomber and 
the Parkwood School shooter, he’s going 
to have a long healthy life.  (Remember, 
Minnesota doesn’t have a death penalty 
either.)  Two, he purposefully chose this 
location because of the strict gun laws, 
meaning that there was less of a chance 
that a law abiding citizen would be car-
rying a gun and would attempt to stop 
him. If people had been carrying, there 
is a chance that fewer good people would 
have died.  Three, while (10) were killed 
in Buffalo that day, in the city of Chicago 
so far in May, (29) have been killed.  In 
April (54) killed.  In 2022, (208) killed 
thus far.  In 2021, (793) killed.  [See 
https://graphics.suntimes.com/homi-
cides/]  This news only gets passing men-
tion for reasons I’ll let you surmise. The 
takeaway, our judicial system is broken, 
our politicians and news media would 
rather stir up racial hatred over a single 
bad event instead of following the laws 
already in place to reduce the murders 
and violence occurring throughout the 
country, and our silence is allowing them 
to do that.
Bret R. Collier
Big Lake, MN

Letters To The EditorThirty-Five and Counting
In one week and one 

day, we will celebrate our 
35th wedding anniversary. 
I’m trying to comprehend 
how fast the time has 
gone. May 29, 1987, was it 
all that long ago? 

When I think back over 
the past 35 years, I realize 
that we have been together 
longer than we had been 
alive when we met. We 
were 20 and 21. Just a cou-
ple of young kids.

December 21, 1984, 
we both decided to go to 
the Monte Club. I wasn’t 
planning on going out that 
night, but my friends and 
brother coaxed me to go. 
Scott wasn’t planning on 
going out either, but his 
friend told him that a good 
band was playing there. 
Our meeting was fated.

Scott saw me 
walk by and decided 
to come over to our 
table. We talked and 
then he asked me to 
dance. We danced 
a fast song and then 
a slow one. Sister 
Christian by Night 
Ranger was our first 
slow dance and later be-
came “our song.”

Our first date was eight 
days later, December 29th. 
We were headed to Mama 
G’s in Corcoran. As we pull 
up to the four way stop, a 
county squad is across 
from us. We pull into the 
parking lot, with red lights 
flashing behind. I’m think-
ing, “What is going on?” 
Is this really happening? 
Scott’s front license plate 
had fallen off and was up 
on the dash by the wind-
shield – needless to say, he 
did get a ticket. Despite the 
mishap, we still had a good 
first date and a lifetime of 
dates to come. Almost three 
years later, we married.

There were many twists 
and turns leading up to the 
wedding. We originally 
were planning a Saturday 
in May at the Methodist 
Church in Buffalo - pend-
ing the completion of the 
remodeling project. This 
was fall 1986. 

Late winter 1987, 

we find out the church 
wouldn’t be ready in time 
for our wedding. We had 
to find another church in 
town. 

The Zion Lutheran 
Church only had availabil-
ity in May for a Friday.  
We hadn’t thought about 
an evening wedding, but a 
candlelit service sounded 
nice. We chose May 29th 
and sent out the invitations.

The changing of the 
church and a Friday eve-
ning wedding caused an-
other change. Our reception 
was originally set at the 
River Inn in Monticello 
and now it was going to be 
at the Buffalo Legion. Up-
dated invites had to be sent 
out.

The evening wedding 
was beautiful and set the 
course for our lives to-
gether.

Like all good love sto-
ries, tragedy strikes. Six 
months after being married, 
the farmhouse we were 
renting in Hanover had a 
furnace explosion. Scott 

suffered third degree burns 
on his hands and first and 
second degree burns on his 
face. He spent 17 days in 
the burn unit. Skin grafts, 
therapy and the grace of 
God, he was ok. A big 
challenge of adversity for a 
young married couple, but 
we made it through.

Life’s greatest bless-
ings, our daughters, 
Chyanne and Mariah came 
into the picture and made us 
a family. Our lives changed 
for the better. It was busy 
and the years flew by at 
warp speed. 

Both daughters grad-
uated high school, then 
college and left home. Ev-
erything we had been doing 
up to that point was for 
them. Now we were back 

to just us.  What would 
our life be like? 

Both of us had 
job changes and de-
cided to start a paint-
ing business. A joint 
venture that led to 
working together.

Like everyone, 
we have had our share 

of ups and downs, tough 
times, disagreements, frus-

trations, etc. Luckily for us, 
laughter has always been 
the best medicine and our 
grandchildren help with 
that!

After all these years, 
we still enjoy each other’s 
company. We like a lot of 
the same things, yet we 
have things we will do on 
our own. We can complete 
each other’s sentences, 
sense when something is 
wrong and even buy the 
same card. We have similar 
thoughts and views on life, 
family, people, dogs and 
the Vikings. Our personali-
ties mesh well and we bring 
the best out in each other.  

A perfect marriage - 
umm, no. There is no such 
thing. A relationship is as 
unique as the people. 

A lot of living, loving 
and life has happened in 35 
years. We’ve grown and 
changed. The one constant 
that remains strong is love.  
Happy Anniversary honey, 
here’s to another 35!

By Shelley Berthiaume
Contributing Writer

Defending our Freedom of Speech
(Editor’s Note: The fol-

lowing column was submitted 
by Rep. Tom Emmer.)

This week, the House 
of Representatives is back 
in session. Unfortunately, 
the House is not slated to 
vote on any legislation 
that will address the rising 
inflation and energy costs 
impacting every American 
and their families, the on-
going crisis at our southern 
border, or the recent actions 
by the Biden Administra-
tion that put our freedom of 
speech in jeopardy. These 
issues are top of mind for 
me and my team, which is 
why we have introduced 
legislation to rein in out-of-
control government spend-
ing, joined efforts to bolster 
American energy indepen-
dence and sent a letter urg-
ing action on the fentanyl 
crisis at our southern bor-
der. These are real issues 
impacting all Americans 
that cannot be ignored.

We’re pushing back 
against the Administra-
tion’s latest efforts to es-
tablish a “Disinformation 
Board,” and get a better 
idea of the other items 
we’re working to tackle 
some of our nation’s most 
pressing challenge.

Defending our 
Freedom of Speech
Our freedom of speech 

is the right that defends all 
others, and it is crucial we 
protect it. Late last month, 
the Biden Administration 
announced that they would 
be forming a “Disinforma-
tion Governance Board” 
under the Department of 
Homeland Security to 
counter misinformation 
that they find to be a threat 
to the United States.

The membership of 
the Board includes several 
entities from within the 
Department of Homeland 
Security, and will be led by 
Nina Jankowicz, someone 
with a concerning history 
of political partisanship. 
What’s more, though the 
Secretary of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security 
has said this “Disinforma-
tion Board” will only focus 
on foreign sources of “dis-
information,” he has repeat-
edly failed to articulate how 

a domestic law enforcement 
entity like DHS will do this 
without unlawfully censor-
ing Americans.

The Department of 
Homeland Security and 
DHS Secretary Mayorkas 
have repeatedly demon-
strated their inability to 
secure our border and 
protect Americans. Ex-
panding their authority to 
potentially police the free 
speech of Minnesotans and 
every American is beyond 
concerning, which is why 
I co-sponsored the Protect-
ing Free Speech Act led 
by Representative Lauren 
Boebert (CO-03) to disband 
the board and prevent the 
use of government funds 
from being spent on any-
thing similar. Additionally, 
we sent a letter to Secretary 
of Homeland Security Ale-
jandro Mayorkas question-
ing the legal authority of 
the Biden Administration 
to establish the board. 

We cannot allow any 
Administration to stifle 
Americans’ right to free 
speech, and we will con-
tinue to keep you updated 
about our work on this 
issue.

Fed Raising 
Interest Rates  
Last week, the Federal 

Reserve announced that 
they planned to raise in-
terest rates 0.5%, the larg-
est increase since the year 
2000. While this may seem 
small, this action will have 
an enormous impact on our 
economy. This increase 
will mean an additional 
interest payment of about 
$100 billion to the national 
debt—the cost of all federal 
housing programs. 

This means that the 
United States will soon be 

hit with a double whammy, 
with expensive debt pay-
ment rates and spiraling in-
flation. The answer is clear: 
we must rein in government 
spending.

Our Responsible Bud-
get Targets Act presents 
a possible solution. This 
bill ties our government’s 
spending to the expansion 
and contraction of our 
economy, so inflation like 
the kind we are experienc-
ing now would be met with 
common-sense spending 
reductions. If followed, the 
model laid out in this bill 
could balance our federal 
budget within fifteen years. 
You can read more about 
this bill here.

Mental Health 
Awareness Month
May marks Mental 

Health Awareness Month, 
when we recognize the im-
portance of quality, acces-
sible mental health care. 
In 2019, more than 20% 
of Minnesotan adults re-
ported having a mental ill-
ness. While some mental 
illnesses can be managed 
through healthy practices 
and prevention, mental 
health care is essential.

We have worked in 
Congress to make treatment 
for mental health available 
to all. In too many cases, 
our nation’s jails have be-
come the primary providers 
of mental health care. Our 
Due Process Continuity of 
Care Act would allow pre-
trial detainees to continue 
existing routines of mental 
health care and give indi-
viduals the chance to heal. 
We also cosponsored legis-
lation to make the number 
9-8-8 the dialing code to 
route callers to the National 
Suicide Prevention Life-
line. This bill became law, 
and the code will become 
available nationwide on 
July 16, 2022.

If you or a loved one 
are facing a mental health 
crisis, support is available. 
Call **CRISIS (**274747) 
from a cell phone or text 
“MN” to 741741 to talk to 
a team of professionals who 
can help. 

By Congressman 
Tom Emmer
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Employment

Apply in person, 1 mile east of Becker, 
137th left, 1/8 mile on left. 612-747-0163    

NOW HIRING!
KASOWSKI GROUP

• FT FARM LABOR
• FT EQUIPMENT OPERATOR • FT FARM MECHANIC

WE HAVE A POSITION 
OPENING AT THE PATRIOT!

Advertising SALES
Full or part-time sales person needed to sell 

advertising to local area businesses in 
our community newspaper.

Base pay plus commission. Hours and days are flexible. 
Send resume to sales.carol@patriotnewsmn.com or you 
can mail it to: Patriot, P.O. Box 458, Becker MN 55308.

NOW
HIRING

Apply at: 24614 US Hwy 71, Belgrade, MN 56312  
Email your resume to hiring@bayerbuilt.com

Bayer Built  
Woodworks, Inc., providing  
quality product and unparalleled service to 900  
dealers throughout the Midwest, is looking to fill the 
following positions:

• Route Drivers

Competitive pay and benefits, a  
positive and clean work environment, 
and opportunities to advance your  
career with a local company that 
continues to grow. 

$10,000  

Sign On Bonus

• OTR Drivers

Olson Hauling, Inc.
HIRING

DUMP TRUCK DRIVER FOR THE 
UPCOMING CONSTRUCTION SEASON

 Qualified candidate should have:
 • Cdl license (class B or greater)
 • Valid health card
 • Experience driving a manual truck
 • Clean driving record for the last 3 years

Paving experience is a plus. Competitive pay based on experience 
and truck mechanical know-how. We are a small family-owned 

business and are looking for the right person to join our company 
and become like family.

All applicants can call/text 320-293-6400, or email: 
olsonhaulinginc@gmail.com to inquire about the job.

Looking for seasonal work? 
Something new? A new career?
Here’s your opportunity!  Grand Irrigation, 
Inc. in Clear Lake is the area leader in 
installation and service of agricultural 
irrigation and is currently seeking people for 
multiple positions.  Have you worked with 
Skid Steers, Telehandlers, Backhoes, Boom 
trucks, have the ability to weld or work with 
electrical wiring, work with power tools, or 
are you just interested in learning? We’d 
be happy to train.  Most work is local so you will be home every night with 
less than a few weeks out of town per year.  No need to travel as Company 
vehicles are driven to job sites.  We offer differential pay for seasonal positions 
“with wages starting at $20 per hour”.  For FT positions, Grand Irrigation Inc. 
offers competitive pay, paid Health Coverage, 401K with Company match, paid 
Vacation and Holiday pay. For questions or to apply, contact the office at 
320-743-3000 or reach us on the web at grandirrigation.com.

GRAND IRRIGATION, INC
7551 State Street

Clear Lake, MN 55319 • 320-743-3000
The Leader in Precision Irrigation.

www.valleyirrigation.com

•CDL Drivers - Class A or B •Shop Mechanics
•Flaggers and Laborers
•Equipment Operators
Travel required with multiple days away from home.
Competitive pay with overtime and per diem paid.
•Must pass pre-employment drug screen.
•Must be 18 years or older.
•Must have driver’s license and clean MVR.
•Benefits include Health Insurance, HSA and 401K.

ASTECH is an Equal Opportunity Employer

ASTECH Corp. is Now Accepting Applications
For The Following Positions

ALSO LOOkiNg FOr OwNEr/OPErATOrS

Or apply in person at our office:
8348 Ridgewood Rd, St. Joseph, MN 56374

 320-363-8500

Apply online at
www.Astechmn.com/careers

FT, PT & On-call Caregivers - All Shifts

Make a difference for 
individuals with 
disabilities as a DSP

Search jobs and apply online at:
sevitahealth.com

Call Rachel for more information: 763-377-2357
SevitaHealth.com

SUBSTITUTE CUSTODIANS
$16.00 PER HOUR

Go to www.becker.k12.mn.us 
for more information and to apply!

BECKER PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS IS HIRING!

TRAIN ALONGSIDE 
EXPERIENCED TEAM MEMBERS!

Royal Tire, today’s leader in the commercial tire industry, is now 
hiring Commercial Tire Technicians in our Monticello & St. Cloud 
(I-94) locations. Train to perform tire & wheel maintenance, fleet 
inspections, & more on commercial, agriculture & heavy off-road 
equipment tires.  The starting hourly rate is $18.00 - $25.00 per 
hour, depending on qualifications. This position will work a combi-
nation of 1pm-9pm and 8am-5pm shifts. Position also offers $5.00 
per hour shift differential pay for off-site customer fleet checks.

Qualifications:
• High school diploma/
   equivalent
• Must be available for 
   assigned shifts
• Valid driver’s license
• Acceptable driving record
• Ability to obtain a DOT 
   medical card

For more information or to apply:
Visit: www.royaltire.com/careers
Contact Human Resources: (320) 257-3054
EEO/AA Employer
Applicants will receive consideration for employment regardless of 
their race, color, creed, religion, national origin, sex, sexual orienta-
tion, disability, age, marital status, or status with regard to public 
assistance.

Royal Tire offers:
• Paid vacation from day one
• Paid holidays from day one
• 401k & profit-sharing match
• Employee discounts
• Family & friend discounts
• Paid training hours
• Full benefit package
• Family owned & operated

Our Becker potato farm is hiring two full time positions. We continue 
to seek innovative, leading edge ways to sustainably produce food 
while maintaining our commitment to the communities in which we 
reside and the land on which our company was built. We use state of 
the art technology with a modern fleet of equipment and trucks. Our 
shop and warehouse provide comfortable working conditions during 
the winter months. 

To view the full job descriptions and to apply please visit: 
www.rdoffuttfarms.com/careers or contact: 
careers@rdoffuttfarms.com.

Join our Team!
Team Lead and Warehouse Operations 

Support 1 – Becker, MN 

150+ JOBS AVAILABLE!
• Cust Serv $16/hr+
• Welders $20/hr+
• Forklift/Whse $19/hr+
• Manuf Machinists $16/hr+
• Assembly $17/hr+
• Summer Jobs $16/hr+
• Institutional Cooks $17/hr+
• Printing Oper $17/hr+
• Property Mgr Admin $17/hr+
• Prof-Accountants, HR Mgr & more!

Now Hiring!

320-251-1038 
expresspros.com/stcloudmn

Check out our 
express jobs 

app today!

Click, 
call or 
text to 
phone 
screen

No Fees! Apply Today!

2nd Shift 
Production Openings

Malco Products, SBC, located in Annandale, MN offers you a great employment opportunity without the 
long commute. As the nation’s leading manufacturer of specialty precision hand tools for the HVAC 
industry, Malco is seeking a multi-talented individual to work in our production area. Please check out 
our website for specific production job openings at www.MalcoTools.com

•Assemblers • Machine Tool Operators • Punch Press Operators • Shippers  

The starting pay is $19.29/hour to $21.60/hour. We offer a flexible benefits program where you can pick 
and choose many options in our plan. We are a 100% owned Employee Stock Ownership Plan (ESOP) 
company where all employees are shareholders of company stock. Along with the excellent starting 
wage and benefits program, we have a clean, safe, climate controlled working environment.

To apply, complete the online application or print and complete an application found at malcotools.com 
and mail, fax, email or deliver the application to:

MALCO PRODUCTS, SBC
Attn: Human Resources Manager
14080 State Hwy 55 NW P.O. Box 400 
Annandale, MN 55302-0400
Facsimile: (320) 323-4441   Email: hr@malcotools.com

Work in Central Minnesota’s 
“Heart of the Lakes” area! 

Three Sons Hardware in Big Lake is looking for energetic 
people to assist customers, stocking merchandise and help 

maintain a clean and orderly merchandise presentation and 
overall store cleanliness. Please apply in person or email 

resume to: lori@3sonshardware.com



By Bill Morgan, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

The Big Lake girls la-
crosse team came up empty in 
three matches this past week.

Grand Rapids 16,
Big Lake 2
On May 14, the Hornets 

left early Saturday morning 
for their game against Grand 
Rapids.

Big Lake expected 
Grand Rapids Greenway to 
be a tough opponent, which 
was made evident only a few 
minutes into the first half. The 
Hornet defense was playing 
solid, but Grand Rapids had 
a talented group of offensive 
players. It wasn’t until Big 
Lake was down 11-0 when 
Bailey Isaacson found the 
back of the net — assisted by 
a pass from Hailey Schuller. 
The half ended with Grand 
Rapids up 11-1.

In the second half, the 
Hornets made a few adjust-
ments with the goal of slow-
ing down the talented Grand 
Rapids offense. The team 
came together with an objec-
tive of keeping Grand Rapids 
to 16 goals or less, and to also 
try and get a couple goals 
back. 

Big Lake started the sec-
ond half strong, limiting the 
shots on goal as well as keep-
ing GRG to the outside. 

“Though we were hav-
ing more success with our 

defensive end, Grand Rapids 
got a couple more goals,” said 
Big Lake Head Coach Lind-
sey Hartfiel. 

But not before a play 
started from Alynna Acosta, 
who was able to get the ball to 
Grace Dols, who powered her 
way in to score Big Lake’s 
second goal of the night. The 
final was a 16-2 loss. 

Big Lake’s junior varsity 
started out the day with goals 
by Eden Dixon, Bailey Isaa-
cson, Mackenzie Dembinski, 
Aryona Woods assisted by 
Abby Polacec, and the final 
goal was made by Abby Po-
lacec. This was Aryona’s first 
goal of the season. The final 
was a 7-5 loss, but was a well 
played game from Big Lake’s 
junior varsity squad.

Brainerd 9 , 
Big Lake 3
Big Lake traveled to 

Brainerd on May 16 where 
they knew they’d face an-
other tough opponent, but the 
Hornet girls came out hard 
playing solid defense and 
working as a team. 

“We held Brainerd off 
the board for nearly the first 
10 minutes of play,” said a 
proud Hartfiel. 

The Hornets finished the 
half only down by a score of 
3-0, with seven saves made 
by Hornet goalie Eden Dixon.

Brainerd came out quick 
with a goal in the second half 
to extend their lead. Shortly 

after Big Lake went down 
a man, Brainerd capitalized 
scoring a goal while they 
were short. 

“Our defense was play-
ing solid, but Brainerd found 
their way through the  few 
gaps,” said Hartfiel. “It took 
our team until the final few 
minutes to find the score-
sheet.” 

This first goal started 
from a face-off won by 
Amber Grunewald, who 
moved up the field and found 
Amelia Gardners stick, who 
scored to steal the shutout. 

Not long after that, 
Amber won another draw 
running down the field, and 
was fouled in the eight meter 
arc,  so she was awarded a 
free position shot. She did not 
waste the opportunity and put 
her shot in the back of the net. 

Big Lake’s final goal 
came in the closing minutes 
with another play started by a 
pass from Amber, who sent a 
beautiful pass to the front of 
the net to Amelia who cashed 
in for her second goal of the 
evening. The match ended in 
a 9-3 loss for the visitors.

Monticello 9, 
Big Lake 1
This was the first and 

only meeting for Big Lake’s 
girls against Monticello this 
season as they hosted the 
Magic on May 17. 

“We knew they would 
be a tough opponent as last 

season they had quite a few of 
talented players on their ros-
ter,” said Hartfiel. “They have 
been a competitive program 
for several years. Once the 
game started we seemed to be 
a little overwhelmed by their 
passing and cutting ability.”

The Magic got on the 
scoresheet pretty early into 
the game, but Big Lake’s de-
fensive core and midfielders 
found a way to hold them off. 
The first half finished with 
Big Lake down by a score of 
4-0. 

At halftime, Big Lake 
made the point of trying to 
get on the scoresheet, while 
also doing their best to hold 
Monticello off. It took some 
time in the second half before 
Monticello found the back of 
the net, but they were only 
able to net five goals for the 
half. 

Big Lake did live up to 
their aim of getting on the 
scoresheet with a hard nosed 
goal by Grace Dols. That 
would be Big Lake’s lone 
goal of the evening. 

Eden Dixon finished 
the game with a  .500+ save 
percentage for the evening 
keeping her in the top ranked 
goalies in the state. 

Up Next
Big Lake’s next game is 

Thurs., May 26 on the road 
against Chisago Lakes at 6 
p.m., which is their last regu-
lar season game.
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EVERYDAY PEOPLE.
EXCEPTIONAL RESULTS.

www.HallerRealtyHomes.com
Becker Office

12908 1st Street
763-207-6683

Sauk Rapids Office
1310 2nd Street N

320-255-1911

SPACIOUS CUSTOM HOME

$352,900
• 3 BR, 2 BA home to be built 
• Vaulted ceilings, custom cabinets, & a center kitchen island
• Big owner’s suite w/ a private BA & WI closet
• Other floor plans & lots available
• Possible enrollment into Becker schools

Real Estate

413 S. Rum River Dr., Princeton
Office: 763-389-2323

Rebecca Cartwright (L)
763-482-2400

Shaylene Otteson (R)
612-490-7362

READY TO 
BUY A HOME?

• Waterfront• Waterfront
• Residential• Residential

• Acreage• Acreage
• Hobby Farms• Hobby Farms

Jim Splinter 
Realtor®

320-980-0560

Ron Sherwood 
Realtor®

763-442-5949

Rick Seagraves 
Realtor®

320-282-5656

Nancy Loidolt 
Realtor®

651-235-3709

Patrick Splinter
Realtor®

612-437-1383

Candice Lehn 
Realtor®

763-744-6124

Premier Listing Specialists for...Premier Listing Specialists for...

www.EdinaRealty.com Located on Main Street, 
64 Oak Ave., S.

Over 3,000 SF. Upper level features MBR with walk-in closet, large BA with in-floor 
heat, eparate shower & tub. Other two upstairs BRs are close to full BA with in-floor 
heat. Off entry is a formal, vaulted LR which opens inot a huge DR area. Stainless 
steel appliances & granite counter tops. Off the kitchen is a sunny breakfast 
area & FR with gas FP. Laundry is close to GA entry. LL was finished in 2006 w/
FR complete with wet bar. Walkout gives you quick access to bakyard for summer 
games. Fourth BR, exercise room and 3/4 BA with heated floors completes LL. Home 
is steps from Plymouth Creek Park for miles of walking/running trails. Near Hilde 
Performance Center, Millenial Gardens and a plethora of stores & restaurants. MLS# 
6182419. $500,000. 14820 38th Place N., Plymouth, MN 55446.

OUR GROUP IS READY TO SELL YOUR HOME OR PROPERTYOUR GROUP IS READY TO SELL YOUR HOME OR PROPERTY

Lisa Peterson 
Realtor®

320-282-5193

PENDING

Our group is ready to sell your property!

By Ken Francis,
Contributing Writer

The Big Lake Baseball 
Team won a game and lost 
three over the past week.

Tuesday, the Hornets 
split a doubleheader against 
Chisago Lakes at Big Lake. 
In the first game, Blake 
Rondo started on the mound 
and pitched well in a 2-1 Hor-
net victory.

Chisago Lakes got on the 
board first in the third inning 
with two outs. Two bloop 
singles, then a double, plated 
the Wildcats’ only run of the 
game.

The Hornets couldn’t 
get on the scoreboard until 
the bottom of the sixth when 
Keenan Hjermstad and Collin 
Skaug both reached base. One 
out later, Conner Stukenholtz 
singled both runners home for 
a 2-1 lead.

That was enough for re-
liever Kaden Haselius, who 
pitched a scoreless seventh to 
pick up the win in relief.

The Hornets had eight 
hits in the game. Hjermstad 
reached base twice with a hit 
and a walk Isaiah Terlinden 
did the same.

Rondo allowed one 
earned run on four hits in 
3.2 innings. He walked two 
and struck out four. Haselius 
allowed two hits, two walks 
and struck out a batter in the 
final 3.1 innings.

Wildcats 8, Hornets 0
The Hornets couldn’t 

do much in the second game 
against Wildcats’ pitcher 
Reed Marquardt, who struck 
out 15 Big Lake batters en 
route to an 8-0 shutout.

Chisago Lakes scored 
four runs in the second inning 
and never looked back. They 
added a run in the fourth and 
three more in the sixth.

Hjermstad led Big 

Lake’s offense with three hits, 
including a triple and double. 
Stukenholtz also doubled. 
Terlinden reached base twice 
with a hit and a walk.

Collin Skaug allowed 
eight hits and four earned runs 
in four innings. He walked 
two and struck out six. Ter-
linden allowed four runs on 
two hits and three walks in 
1.1 innings. Dylan Robeck 
allowed two hits and no runs 
in .2 innings.

Vikings 6, Hornets 2
Last Thursday the Hor-

nets fell behind early and 
never recovered in a 6-2 loss 
to North Branch.

The Vikings got a run in 
the home first off Big Lake 
starter Isaiah Terlinden. They 
broke the game open with 
four more in the bottom of 
the fifth.

The Hornets had no trou-
ble getting runners aboard in 
the game. But they didn’t 
score until the sixth when 

Trent Josewski and Nolan 
Reiter reached base and 
scored to cut the gap to 5-2. 
One of those runs came on 
an RBI single by Hjerms-
tad, who had three hits in the 
game.

The Vikings got their 
final run in the sixth off re-
liever Collin Skaug. He al-
lowed two hits, two walks 
and struck out two in one 
inning.

Terlinden took the loss. 
He allowed five earned runs 
on 10 hits in five innings. He 
struck out four and walked 
one.

Bulldogs 5, Hornets 3
Last Tuesday, the Hor-

nets scored first but lost to 
Becker, 5-3 at Becker.

Big Lake got on the 
board with two runs in the top 
of the third. But the Bulldogs 
turned that around with a run 
in the home third and four 
more in the fourth off Big 
Lake pitcher  Keenan Hjerm-
stad for a 5-2 lead.

The Hornets got a run 
back in the sixth, but that was 
all they could manage.

Haselius had two hits, 
scored a run and had and two 
runs batted in. Stukenholtz 
had a double  and an RBI. 
Josewski had a single, was 
hit by a pitch, stole a base and 
scored a run.

Hjermstad took the loss. 
He allowed five runs on 11 
hits and two walks in 3.2 in-
nings. Skaug pitched the final 
2.1 innings, allowing one hit 
and no runs.

The Hornets are 4-11 
on the season. They played 
North Branch Thursday and 
Providence Academy Friday, 
results to follow next week. 
They visit Willmar Tuesday 
and host Cambridge-Isanti 
4:30 p.m. Wednesday in the 
final regular season game.

BLAKE RONDO allowed one 
earned run in Big Lake’s 2-1 win over 
Chicago Lakes Tuesday. (Photo by Ken 
Francis.)

Hornets go 1-3, Rondo rocks

Hornet girls lacrosse team loses 3

By Bill Morgan, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

Big Lake girls head  
softball coach, Kim Bowen, 
secured her 400th win as the 
Hornets knocked off Sauk 
Rapids-Rice last Friday, 8-3.

This, coming off a dou-
bleheader sweep of North 
Branch on May 12, 2-1 and 
1-0.

With the win, Big Lake 
improved to 10-4 overall and 
9-4 in the conference, good 
enough for secon dplace be-
hind Chisago Lakes at 11-1 
(14-2 overall).

“This isn’t my accom-
plishment,” Bowen said. “It 
belongs to all of the girls that 
did the work to earn those 
wins.  I have had the great 
privilege to work with so 
many great young ladies that 
have all contributed to this 
milestone.  A big shout-out 
has to go to all of the assis-
tant coaches, youth coaches, 
and board members that have 
helped to build and maintain 

a strong program throughout 
the years.” 

Bowen ranks in the top 
30 of all Minnesota high 
school softball coaches with 
her 400 wins. Mary Holm-
berg of Morris Area Chokio 
Alberta has the most soft-
ball wins for female coaches  
with 606 (as of beginning 
of 2022 season). The coach 
with the most wins in history 

of MSHSL softball is Bob 
Mertz of New Ulm Cathe-
dral with 802 (Mertz retired 
in 2018).

The Hornets have three 
regular season games left 
on the schedule, the first is 
a game May 17 at home 
against Cambridge-Isanti, 
The second is a road game at 
Buffalo May 20 and the third 
is another road game at Zim-
merman.

BIG LAKE SOFTBALL HEAD COACH 
Kim Bowen notched her 400th win this 
past week against SRR. (Submitted 
Photo).

Bowen notches 400th win!

curly leaf pond weed and now 
Zebra Mussels, have made 
their way into the waters. 
There is no stray stonework 
in the local waters, however.

Boeckman said he will 
take group comments to 
future meetings with the 
MnDNR.

Continuing Programs
The BLCLA is continu-

ing with several AIS contain-
ment programs, to include 
boat inspections at Lakeside 
Park. Six hundred hours of 
manned boat inspections were 
planned for 2021. The Sher-
burne Soil and Water Conser-
vation District (SWCD) and 
BLCLA also contribute hours 
to the inspections.

The BLCLA will con-
tinue in its work with the 
DNR to provide treatment 
of mill-foil and pond weed. 
By DNR rules, the group can 
only treat 15% of the surface 
water of the lakes each year. 
Land home owners wishing 
to treat weeds can also do so 
on their own, by securing a 
DNR permit and paying for 
the product or service. De-
tails are available through the 
DNR.

The group will continue 
to do its open water monthly 
water clarity and quality sam-
pling and also will take part in 
a county-wide volunteer pro-
gram whereby residents help 
with boat inspections at other 
public landings.

Shoreline Projects

Fran Gerde with the 
SWCD spoke to the group for 
25 minutes, outlining proper 
shoreline treatments with 
rock, timber and native plants. 
She noted a natural design to 
a yard abutting the lake will 
only have a 10% runoff rate, 
whereas a more developed 
yard will have a 35% runoff 
rate.

She showed slides of na-
tive flowers which work well 
in shoreline projects.

“We’re here to make 
people more aware of these 
things,” she said.

Due to aggressive shore-
line projects in the past, Big 
Lake and Lake Mitchell have 
“pretty good water quality”. 
Gerde said. She stressed the 
use of native water plants and 
flowers in shoreline projects, 
noting their root systems 
grow deep into the lake bed. 
The county, she said, does 
have a 65-70% cost-shar-
ing program for lake owners 
doing such projects. Readers 
can get a hold of Gerde at the 
SWCD office, 763-220-3434.

Board Re-Elected
The assembly re-elected 

the five-member board, to 
include Keith Benker, Scott 
Ralph, Lundquist and Meyer. 
Four positions on the board 
are open. The annual mem-
bership dues of $50 was ap-
proved to continue. Meyer 
can be emailed at: jay-mn@
hotmail.com.

BLCLA  from page 1

Lisa Senger 
612.991.8620

lisa.senger@hotmail.com

This lovely 4 bedroom, 3 bath 
home will not disappoint!  Main 
level master bedroom/bath, Main 
floor laundry, Large lower-level 
family room with stone fireplace 
and infloor heat, oversized deck, 
storage shed, nestled on 2.5 

beautiful wooded acres on a 
cul-de-sac street.  

Call Lisa Senger for more 
information or to take a look! 

 16217  70TH ST SE, BECKER

Chuck Reichensperger
Century 21 First Realty
320.260.4973

2 BR, 3 BA home on 3.08 very private wooded 
lot, 17207-172nd Ave SE, Big Lake. Master 
suite on both levels, custom windows & 
treatments, custom cabinets, gazebo, paver 
patio, 3 car detached garage (32x25), wet 
bar & MF laundry. Upper suite has easy 
potential to convert into 2 BR if needed. 
Must See! MLS# 6192745. Contact Chuck 
Reichensperger 320-260-4973. Open House Saturday, 11am-1pm



By Mark Kolbinger,
Contributing Writer

The Becker High 
School softball and base-
ball programs teamed up to 
host Strikeout Cancer Night 
last Friday, with several 
fundraisers and raffles help-
ing raise money for a local 
family fighting their second 
battle against the disease.

“The evening honored 
all that are battling can-
cer, have beaten cancer, 
and those that have lost 
loved ones to the disease,” 
Becker softball coach Jason 

Baune said. “However, the 
evening was also an oppor-
tunity to help one family 
currently in a battle with 
cancer.” 

Three years ago, 
Becker High School grad-
uate ReNita (Wilke) Hen-
derson was diagnosed with 
breast cancer. After fighting 
the battle and beating breast 
cancer, she was ready for 
life to return to normal; 
however, in 2021 she re-
ceived the bad news that 
cancer had returned, this 
time in the form of acute 
lymphoblastic leukemia.

Prior to Friday’s game, 
the softball and baseball 
programs sold 400 Strike-
out Cancer t-shirts as a way 
to raise funds to support the 
Henderson family. At Fri-
day’s game, more money 
was raised via a 50-50 raf-
fle and the sale of Strike-
out Cancer wristbands and 
window decals (donated by 
Emma Cook).  

“Additional funds 
were raised as the Becker 
Blast Softball Association 
donated the proceeds from 
the concession stand. And 
‘What’s the Scoop’ ice 
cream truck attended the 
games and donated a por-
tion of their profit,” said 
Baune.

There were also a Pam-
pered Chef and Color Street 
Nails online fundraisers 
held during the week to 
benefit the cause. 

“While the fundraising 
totals are not finalized, we 
believe that we will be able 
to donate close to $6,000 
to the Henderson fam-

ily,” Baune said. “I’d like 
to thank the players and 
families in the softball and 
baseball programs for all 
the work they did to support 
the cause.”

A c c o r d i n g  t o 
Baune,  the Becker Blast 
Softball Association and 
Becker Youth Baseball As-
sociation were also a big 
help.  

“Last, but certainly not 
least, we owe a big thank 
you to Tiffany McDow-
all and McDowall Custom 
Embroidery,” Baune said. 
“Tiffany designed and 

printed all 400 t-shirts in 
under a week and donated 
all of her labor which al-
lowed us to raise extra 

funds for the cause. It’s 
such an honor to live and 
work in a community that 
is so willing to help out a 
family in need.”
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We take the headache out of roof replacement 
by working directly with your insurance 
company and managing the process from 
start to finish.

628 Roosevelt Rd., Suite 101
St. Cloud, MN 56301

320-774-3789

Having eye problems?

Accepting all major insurance including Medicare.

www.eaofcm.com

Looking for answers?
We can help.

Having eye problems?

Looking for answers?
We can help.

Specializing in:
• Cataracts
• Glaucoma
• Dry Eyes

• Diabetic Eye    
   Disease
• Macular  
   Degeneration

• Blurred Vision
• All Other Eye  
   Disorders
• Routine Eye Exams

Dr. Mitchell 
Grossman

THE BECKER BULLDOG SOFTBALL TEAM donned their “Strikeout Cancer” gear for last Friday’s contest. (Submitted photo.)

Strikeout Cancer 
game raises funds 
for Hendersons

THE HENDERSON FAMILY, center front with friends and family surrounding 
them, attended the Becker softball strike out cancer game last Friday. (Submitted 
photo.)

FIRST PITCH. Prior to the start of the softball game, the Henderson family 
traveled to the mound to throw out the ceremonial first pitch. (Submitted photo.)

By Mark Kolbinger,
Contributing Writer

It was a very busy 
stretch last week for the 
Becker Bulldog softball 
team, as Head Coach Jason 
Baune and his squad played 
five games in five days, 
ending with a 2-3 record.

“It’s been a season of 
ups and downs - after a slow 
start due to the weather, in-
juries, etc, we went on a six 
game winning streak and it 
appeared things were com-
ing together,” Baune said.  
“Unfortunately, inconsis-
tent play returned this past 
week leading to three more 
losses.”

Two Wins
Last Thursday, the 

team traveled to Cam-
bridge-Isanti for a double-
header and came away with 
two wins. Game one was a 
16-4 final.  

“We scored at least 
one run in each inning, 
building a lead of 9-0 be-
fore the Bluejackets got on 
the board with two runs in 
the bottom of the fourth,” 
Baune said.  

After Becker extended 
the lead to 13-2 in the top 
of the sixth, the Bluejackets 
again avoided the run-rule 
by scoring two more runs 
and sending the game to 
the seventh where Becker 
added three runs to get to 
the 16-4 final. “Maddie 
Sherman picked up the 
win going all seven innings 
and allowing four runs, 
three earned, on seven 
hits,” Baune said. Sherman 
walked one and struck out 
seven, while the leaders 
at the plate were Kurstyn 
Patnode, Cadence Koste, 
Makenna Zerwas, Evelyn 
Kreft, Nevaeh Gardner, and 
Norah Fitzpatrick, each of 
whom had three hits in the 
game. Kreft and Fitzpatrick 
each hit home runs in the 
game.

Game two was a much 
lower scoring affair, being 
scoreless until the fourth 
when Becker was able to 
jump out to a 3-0 lead.  
Sherman and Patnode each 
had RBI hits in the inning.  
The Bulldogs added another 
run in the fifth, when Koste 
doubled and scored on a 
Hannah Bartlett double. 
Jaimee Cook would make 
sure the four runs would 
hold up as she pitched a 
complete game shutout. 
She allowed only three hits 
and one walk while striking 
out 12 in the game. Bartlett, 
Kreft, and Ellie Gallus led 
the Bulldogs with two hits 
each.

Elks
On Friday, the team 

played host to Elk River 
and the Elks came out 
swinging in the top of the 
first and built a 6-0 lead en 
route to a 13-2 win.

“Maddie Sherman 
quickly answered in the 
bottom of the first as she led 
off the inning with her first 
career home run to make it 
6-1,” Baune said.  The Elks 
added to their lead with two 
runs in the top of the third 
and two more in the top of 
the fourth to make it 10-
1.  Hannah Bartlett would 
single and eventually score 
on a bases loaded walk in 
the bottom of the fourth, 
but that would be the final 
Bulldog run.  

Lightning
Saturday brought a trip 

to Eastview with the chance 
to to play a make up game 
from earlier in the season.  
The Lightning would jump 
out to a 1-0 lead on an un-
earned run in the bottom of 
the first. They would add 
another run in the third to 
make it 2-0. A series of 
Bulldog errors would allow 
the Lightning to blow the 
game open in the fifth when 
they plated six runs to make 
it 8-0. Four consecutive 

hits off the bats of Patnode, 
Koste, Zerwas and Bartlett 
in the top of the sixth would 
allow the Bulldogs to nar-
row the score to 8-3, but the 
Lightning would add an in-
surance run in the bottom of 
the inning and hang on for 
the 9-3 win.  

“Patnode took the loss 
despite pitching well,” 
Baune said.  

Cook would again 
close out the game by 
pitching the sixth for the 
Bulldogs, while Koste and 
Sherman each had two hits 
to lead the Bulldogs.

Saints
Monday, Becker closed 

the conference schedule 
with a 5-1 loss to St. Fran-
cis.  

“It was one big inning 
that again doomed us,” 
Baune said.

 After two scoreless in-
nings, the Saints plated four 
runs in the third.  Becker 
cut into the lead in the 
bottom of the third when 
Ellie Gallus reached on a 
bunt single and scored on a 
Sherman double.  The score 
would remain 4-1 until the 
sixth when the Saints added 
a run to come away with the 
victory.  

Patnode went all seven 
innings and allowed two 
earned runs on five hits and 
four walks, while striking 
out six. Sherman was the 
leader at the plate with two 
hits and the only Becker 
RBI.

Becker finished up the 
regular season with a trip to 
Zimmerman on Thursday 
and our home tournament 
on Saturday (today).  

“We will look to build 
some momentum as we 
head towards the playoffs,” 
Baune said. “We will likely 
host a first round playoff 
game Tuesday afternoon 
before heading on the road 
for the remainder of the 
playoffs.”

Bulldog softball goes 
2-3 in busy week

By Bill Morgan, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

The Becker Bulldogs  
baseball squad beat section 
opponent Sauk Rapids by a 
score of 4-2  in their Strike-
out Cancer game last week 
at home. 

Owen Kolbinger wore 
the orange extra proud 
today and delivered with 
two crucial doubles and two 
RBIs.

May 12, the Bull-
dogs took two from Cam-
bridge-Isanti, 12-2 and 5-1.  
Brady Taylor hit his first 
home run of the year.

THE BECKER BASEBALL TEAM sported “Strike Out Cancer” shirts and orange 
socks in their game against Sauk Rapids last week. (Submitted Photo).

Bulldog baseball team on a roll

By Katherine Cantin,
Staff Writer
Reporter.Katie@PatriotNewsMN.com

In the May 14, 2022 
edition of the Patriot, it was 
stated that developers in 
Orrock Twp. had requested 
township officials to pave a 
road connecting the future 

development to Co. Rd. 15. 
This was printed in error, 
as it was the decision of 
the township supervisors 
to pave the road to better 
serve the traffic gener-
ated by the development. 
The board approached the 
county for bids to have the 
project done as the county 

worked on maintenance for 
Co. Rd. 15, and later asked 
the developers to pay a 
portion of the costs to com-
plete the project.

The Patriot regrets any 
confusion. 

Correction



plan was to plant the trees 
in April as a part of LPI’s 
environmental week, which 
corresponds with Earth 
Day. Unfortunately, the 
ground was still frozen, 
and the planting had to be 
pushed back. 

Teaming up with the 
LPI staff were some city 
employees. Chris Lisson, 
Public Works and Parks 
Assistant Director, said LPI 
has a great partnership with 
the city, and the two entities 
enjoy collaborating when 
they can. LPI approached 
the city with the idea to 
plant new trees, which Lis-
son said will help after the 
forest was diminished by 
Oak Wilt. 

LPI hopes to continue 
this tradition in the future, 
though they may choose a 
different location next time 
around.

Field Trip Day
Becker Primary School 

first graders were invited 
to tour the LPI facility on 
Monday of this week. 

“We never have this 
much commotion,” said 
LPI’s Kelly Schustak, “but 
it’s nice to have the chatter 
of the kiddos today!”

All nine of Becker’s 
first grade classes toured 
the facility in three groups. 
The students were shown 
how paper is recycled in 
the facility in a live pre-
sentation, getting a chance 
to see each step of the pro-
cess and even try a few of 
the steps for themselves, on 
a small scale. The students 
were then shown around 
the facility, where they had 
a chance to see all the ma-
chines in action. 

LPI used to give these 
tours annually, but shut 
down during the COVID-
19 pandemic. This year, 
they were once again happy 
to welcome the first graders 
to the facility, and hope to 
resume doing so annually. 
This year, LPI was unable 
to invite Becker’s sixth 
grade students, as they 
have in the past, but Schus-
tak said they hoped to bring 
them back in the near fu-
ture, as well. 

By Bill Morgan, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

The Becker Bulldog 
girls track team competed 
in the True Team Section 
Championship meet last 
Tuesday, May 10.  The 
meet was held at Rocori 
high school.  

True Team is a concept 
that celebrates the entire 
team.  Each person scores 
based on their finish posi-
tion and that way the win-
ning team truly has a ‘team’ 
effort. The team winner 
goes on to compete at the 
State True Team meet.

The Bulldogs had a 
good day with nine per-
sonal best marks and two 
season best relays.

Team scores were:  
Rocori 684.5, Eden VAl-
ley-Watkins/Kimball 567, 
Foley 487, St Cloud Ca-
thedral 425.5, Becker 431, 
Spectrum 425.5, Annandale 
395, Milaca 385.5, St Cloud 
Apollo 356, Zimmerman 
322, Princeton 286, Big 
Lake 284.5.

Top finishers for 
Becker were Lexi Rose, 
earning a PR time of 
5:23.56 in the 1600 for 
second place., and Ella Mc-
Donald running 11:43.00 in 
the 3200 meters for second 
place. 

“Both girls ran well 

against excellent compe-
tition and show great de-
termination,” said Becker 
Head Coach Trish Kealy.  

Also running well 
in these two races were 
Brooklyn Karel, placing 
seventh with a PR time of 
5:33.29 and Olivia Babler 
in the 3200 placing ninth in 
12:38.30.

Lauren Woelfel was 
third in the Pole Vault with 
a height of 9’3” and Sarah 
Woelfel was ninth in the 

High Jump with 4’8”.
“We had some good 

hurdle results as well,” said 
Kealy.  

Sarah Woelfel ran her 
best ever 100 meter hurdle 
race, placing fifth overall 
with her PR time of 16.65  
— which also enters her 
on the MSHSL honor roll 
in that event.  Regan Haus-
mann took seventh place in 
the 300 hurdles with her PR 
time of 49.98. 

“We were excited to 

go under 50 for that event,” 
said Kealy.  

Kailey Thompson 
placed ninth with a time of 
51.48.

Other athletes earn-
ing PR marks were Paige 
Maunu (13.73) and Raelee 
Lyon (14.09) in the 100, 
Kylee Morton (28.63) in 
the 200, and Kayla Paulson 
(15’10 1/2”) in shot and 
(40’ 3”) discus..

Becker’s 4X800 relay 
team of Lexi Rose, Alea 
Briggs, Abby Atwood 
and Ella McDonald ran 
10:18.87 for third.  The 
team of Sarah Woel-
fel, Raelee Lyon, Olivia 
Maunu, Paige Maunu ran a 
season best time of 54.20.

The 4X400 team of 
Kailey Thompson, Lexi 
Rose, Brooklyn Karel, Alea 
Briggs ran a season best 
time of 4:20.84.

Up Next
Next week finds the 

Bulldogs in Monticello on 
Tuesday for the first an-
nual twilight meet. Then on 
Thursday, Becker hosts the 
Mississippi 8 JV Confer-
ence meet.
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Quality Building Supplies 
at Affordable Prices

Since 1975

BOOK YOUR ORDER!

Call for a FREE estimate
117th Ave., Milaca

(north end of Milaca off Central Ave)

BUILDING
$PECIAL$

320-983-6304 • 1-800-818-1846

LATCHAM-LIND LUMBER &
POST FRAME BUILDINGS
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Area Chamber News

Membership Meeting
June 15

Location Becker

Golf Tournament
Aug 11

Pebble Creek GC

Block Party
Aug 20

McPete’s

Golf Scramble
Sept 15

Monticello CC

Amity Felton
763-262-2420

Chamber@BeckerChamber.org

Gloria Vande Brake
763-263-7800

Info@BigLakeChamber.com

Glenna Soenneker
320-267-4361

GSoenneker@GMail.com

Music in the Park
Thurs., June 2, 6-9 pm  

Eldorado Park, Clearwater

Movie in the Park
June 16, Dusk (8 pm) 

Eldorado Park, Clearwater

If you would like more information on any of these events or if you would like 
to become a member of these organizations please reach out to them:

Keller Lake Commons in Big Lake, now an Assisted Living Community 
offering full apartments ranging from 644 to 956 square feet. Cable is 

included in rents for private pay and GRH renters. Accepting EW and CADI. 
For more information please contact Nicole Gilder, Housing Director at 

763-263-2363 or check us out online at www.kellerlakecommons.com

Enlist Soybeans Preseason 
Twine 

Pricing

RR Seed Corn

Alfalfa, Hay & 
Grass Seed, 
Seed Oats

GT SoybeansSeed Corn

$194.00 bag

$129.00 bag $38.90 bag

$50.75 bag

We handle fly 
tubs, spray, 
pour-on & 
other fly 

control items.

order your chicks 
here for best pricing!

Bar

Tuesday Nights 6:30
$800 in 57 Numbers

Proceeds for St. Lawrence Church
10915 Duelm Rd NE, Foley

License #01080

11025 Duelm
Road NE,

Foley, MN

We have ETABS

DENNIS BLOOM 
612-323-5313  or  batfreemn@yahoo.com

• BAT PROOFING • ATTIC RESTORATION

ON THE WEB AT: WWW.BATFREE.NET

DENNIS BLOOM
218-790-8941 or batfreemn@yahoo.com

SARAH WOELFEL (LEFT)  ran her best 100M hurdles race last Tuesday, placing 
fifth with a personal best time of 16.65. (Submitted Photo).

Lady Bulldogs finish 
fifth at True Team meet

By Mark Kolbinger,
Contributing Writer

The Becker boys track 
and field team is gearing 
up for the end of the season 
competitions, starting with 
the Mississippi 8 Confer-
ence Championship meet 
next Wednesday, May 25th 
at St. Francis.  

Tuesday, the boys par-
ticipated in Monticello’s 
first ever twilight meet 
as a final tune up for the 
post-season.  

“This meet was meant 
for the athletes to get one 
final chance at a personal 
best time or to compete in 
an event to prepare them for 
the conference and section 
meets coming up,” Coach 
Paul Schmidt said.

“We decided to run 
our top relay teams in this 
meet so we took some kids 
out of individual events and 
placed them in relays to 
make some final decisions 
on which relays we may run 
at upcoming meets.”

The 4x200 relay team 
of Logan Eisele, Carter 
Reckelberg, Mitchell Sol-
tau, and Carter Leither won 
their event with a time of 
1:37.04.  

“For the first time this 
year, we also ran this same 
relay team in the 4x100, 

and they ran well to fin-
ish in fourth place with a 
46.43,” Schmidt added.

The 4x400 team 
of Eisele, Owen Angell, 
Tyson Ricker and Leither 
ran their best time of the 
year finishing in 3rd place 
with a time of  3:37.9.

“On the individual side 
of the meet we had some 
great performances and per-
sonal best,” Schmidt said.  
“Tyson Ricker broke the 
two minute mark in the 800 
meters and finished with 
a time of 1:59.19, while 
Owen Angell had a six inch 
personal best in the high 
jump clearing six feet for 
the first time in his career.”

Angell also won the 
pole vault at 13’ and the 
110 hurdles with a time of 
16.66.

Parker Spindler fin-
ished fifth in the 1600 with 
a time of 4:54 and Ricker 
finished 4th in the 400 with 
a time of 55.32. Carter 
Reckelberg jumped 18’5” 
for a fifth place finish in the 
long jump. 

Schmidt reported that 
many of his athletes will 
participate in the JV con-
ference meet on May 19th, 
which will wrap up their 
season.

Boys track team 
ready for M8 
Championships

AN LPI EMPLOYEE demonstrates how paper is broken down in the recycling process. (Photo by Katherine Cantin.)

LPI  from Page 1

BECKER FIRST GRADERS visited LPI on Monday for a field trip. (Photo by Katherine Cantin.) LPI EMPLOYEE CHRIS WHITE was able to spend time with his son, Jackson, 
as the first grade students toured the LPI facility. (Photo by Katherine Cantin.)

LPI EMPLOYEE LISA WRUCK 
(left) shows the students a part of 
the paper-making process. (Photo by 
Katherine Cantin.)

BECKER STUDENTS (right) play 
with pretend rolls of paper, loading 
them on a truck in a similar fashion to 
how LPI ships out its product. (Photo 
by Katherine Cantin.)
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Proudly 
serving the 

communities of 
Becker, 

Big Lake, 
Clear Lake and 

Clearwater!
We appreciate 

your 
business and 
readership!
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KEEP YOUR FAMILY SAFE

1.5-Ton A/C and 80% 
60,000 BTU Furnace

Starting 
at

$5,999
Financing available

Ace Heating And 
Air Conditioning

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

Call 763.389.2647
www.AceHeatingAndAirInc.comGET A NEW 

FURNACE!
• • •• • • • • • • • • • • 24 hour service • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

Be a Patriot Page 
Sponsor! Call 

763.275.0275 to 
secure your ad

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Appreciative of our 
local newspaper! 

We proudly support 
our communities

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Mon. - Thu., 9am-5pm; Fri. 9am-1pm

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Call us for 
your business 

insurance needs.

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Mon. - Thu., 9am-5pm; Fri. 9am-1pm

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Bundled options 
available, call today 

for your quote.

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Mon. - Thu., 9am-5pm; Fri. 9am-1pm

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Life insurance, make 
sure you have the 
right protection.

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Mon. - Thu., 9am-5pm; Fri. 9am-1pm

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Do you own a boat, 
ATV, motorcycle or 
RV? Call today for a 

free quote.

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Mon. - Thu., 9am-5pm; Fri. 9am-1pm

PROUD SPONSOR
OF THE 

NEWSPAPER,
EVENTS, ACTIVITIES

AND BUSINESSES
IN OUR LOCAL

COMMUNITIES!

763-262-5850
tjpottertrucking.com

Grateful for our 
community newspaper 

and all the events 
covered in our 

surrounding areas!

612.298.3608
Sarawaytashek 

@edinarealty.com

Good Luck Athletes!

OWN YOUR  
TOMORROW.

OWN YOUR  
TOMORROW.

You know and trust AgSense® to remotely 
manage your operation. That's great, because 
AgSense monitor and control technology forms 
the foundation of Valley 365®, our single sign-on 
platform for total connected crop management.

To learn more, contact  
your Valley Dealer or visit  
valleyirrigation.com/365 today.

valleyirrigation.com

valleyirrigation.com

CA1103

CA1103
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You know and trust AgSense® to remotely 
manage your operation. That's great, because 
AgSense monitor and control technology forms 
the foundation of Valley 365®, our single sign-on 
platform for total connected crop management.

To learn more, contact  
your Valley Dealer or visit  
valleyirrigation.com/365 today.
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7551 State Street
Clear Lake, MN 55319
320-743-3000

By Bill Morgan, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

The Becker boys la-
crosse team fell to 2-7 with 
two losses to Monticello and 
Chsiago Lakes on the road.

Magic 14, Bulldogs 7
Monticello’s Gavin 

Simon had four goals and one 
assist to lead Monticello to an 
easy win over Becker May 9.

Wildcats 14, 
Bulldogs 2

On May 12, the Bulldogs 
traveled to Chisago Lakes 
and lost by a dozen goals.

Hunter Haus and Henry 
Reedy did most of the dam-
age for Chisago Lakes, as 
Haus had three goals and 
Reedy had two goals and two 
assists.

In previous games, the 
Bulldogs lost to Brainerd 
May 5 (15-6), beat Rocori 
May 2 (12-4), lost to Grand 
Rapids/Breenway Apr. 30 

(13-7), lost to Big Lake Apr. 
28 (14-13), lost to Chisago 
Lakes Apr. 27 (22-4), lost to 
Monticello Apr. 21 (14-3) 
and beat Big Lake Apr. 19 
(19-3).

The Bulldogs have three 
matches left in the regular 
season — a home match 
against St. Cloud May 17, 
a road game at Sartell/Sauk 
Rapids May 19 and a finakl 
home game May 20 against 
Delano/Rockford.

Boys lacrosse falls to 2-7

By Mark Kolbinger,
Contributing Writer

Last Friday, the Becker 
girls golf team was able to 
scout the course they will play 
for sections, as they traveled 
to Cold Spring to play the 
Rich Springs Golf Course.

“This was our section 
preview and we had a beau-
tiful day for weather,” coach 
Anna Babler said.  “Alexa 
(Voller) did a great job as our 
lead golfer.”

The Sophomore shot an 
89 to pace the Bulldogs, while 
Layla Mathews was right 
behind with a score of 94.  
Rounding out the Bulldogs’ 
scores were Avery Johnson 
(99), Emma Benson (101), 
Nora Pilarski (106) and Han-
nah Hyttsten (113).

The Bulldogs came in 
with a seventh place overall 
finish, firing 383 total strokes, 
while the Alexandria Cardi-
nals again proved to be the 
top team with a very good 

score of 316.  Brainerd was 
next with a 339, followed by 
third place Detroit Lakes with 
a 355.

Last Thursday, the Bull-
dogs were victimized by the 
weather once again, as there 
match at the St. Cloud Coun-
try Club was postponed.

“We were able to get in 
four or five holes before we 
were forced to seek shelter 
due to rain and hail,” Babler 
added.

Becker was slated to play 
in North Branch Wednesday 
afternoon this week, followed 
by a Friday match in Prince-
ton.

“I am hoping both of 
our meets this week will hap-
pen,” Babler said Tuesday af-
ternoon. “As of Tuesday, the 
Princeton course was closed 
due to flooding.”

This coming week, the 
Bulldogs will wrap up their 
conference schedule with 
a match at Purple Hawk in 
Cambridge.

Girls golf scouts 
section course

By Mark Kolbinger,
Contributing Writer

With a 5-2 win Tues-
day afternoon over Litch-
field, the Becker tennis 
team finished the regular 
season with a 20-1 record.

“That’s the best record 
in Becker tennis history,” 
Coach Hokan Bengtson 
said.  

To secure the 20th win, 
Becker had to beat the #7 
ranked team in Class A, the 
Dragons, who sport a vet-
eran lineup.

“We had a great battle 
today with lots of competi-

tive points and matches out 
there,” Bengtson added.  
“Our kids didn’t shy away 
from the competition - they 
played well and thrived.”

Landon Peterson 
picked up a win in the #3 
singles match, 6-4, 6—4, 
while Troy Nuest blanked 
his opponent in straight 6-0 
sets at the #4 spot. In dou-
bles competition, it was a 
clean sweep for Becker.

The #1 duo of Luke 
Bordson and Eli Scheide-
man were stellar in a 6-1, 
6-3 win, followed by a 7-5, 
6-2 win by the #2 team of 
Nick Gruber and Sawyer 

Brown. In the #3 match, 
Erik Baker and Adler Her-
dina came from behind to 
win 1-6, 6-4, 6-3.

Bengtson and his crew 
then had less than 24 hours 
to get ready to host the 8AA 
tournament, which started 
Wednesday afternoon 
with a Willmar - Big Lake 
matchup at 3 p.m. Becker 
would then face the winner 
in the second match of the 
day.

Complete details of the 
Section 8AA tournament 
can be found in next week’s 
Patriot.

BECKER’S #1 DOUBLES TEAM of Eli Scheideman and Luke Bordson faced off Tuesday afternoon against tough competi-
tion against the Litchfield Dragons. (Submitted photo.)

Becker tennis posts best 
record in school history

FLOODING  from Page 1

KARLA NELSON WOLF woke up Sunday morning to her entire house being 
surrounded by water from Briggs and Rush Lakes in Palmer. (Submitted Photo).

SEVERAL campers and trailers at Riverside Campground in Becker were sur-
rounded by overflowing water from the Elk River nearby. (Patriot Photo by Bill 
Morgan).

levels for at least the next 
week or so.”

They attached a photo 
is of the ‘outlet’/dam on 
Co. Rd. 75 showing the 
water rapidly flowing into 
Big Eagle Lake.

Karla Nelson Wolf 
in Palmer awoke Sunday 
morning in her home and 
realized she was surrounded 
by water on all sides, cre-
ating her own island after 
multiple storms passed 
through Sherburne County 
and rain continued to fall. 
She also said she found 
fish jumping in her yard. 
Wolf’s house is uniquely 
situated on both Briggs and 
Rush Lakes near Palmer. 
The water continued to rise 
another foot before finally 
receding late Sunday.

By Katherine Cantin,
Staff Writer
Reporter.Katie@PatriotNewsMN.com

John Thompson ap-
proached the Big Lake Town 
Board to gauge their interest 
in a new project he would 
like to develop called Moto-
Haven. MotoHaven would 
be a facility to store cars, like 
a luxury “man cave” for car 
lovers. The facility will also 
feature a SP.E.D.E. track, 
which is a 29-acre open driv-
ing track where drivers can 
let loose without worries of 
crashing into objects. 

Thompson said he was 
inspired to create this project 
due to his passion for “auto 
cross,” which is precision 
racing in a large, open park-
ing structure, through cones, 
with only one vehicle at a 
time. He says there are other 
applications for which the 
track could be used, such as 
training first responder driv-
ers and new teen drivers in a 
safe environment. 

Thompson is currently 
working with the county to 
determine zoning require-
ments for the project. 

Chairperson Bruce 
Aubol said that there are few 
projects that receive no op-
position, but that the board 
didn’t see any initial issues 
with the project and encour-
aged Thompson to continue 
working with the county.

Sheriff’s Report
Sgt. Luke McLean of 

the Sheriff’s office updated 
the board on the activity for 
the past month. Traffic stops 
are up on Co. Rd. 14 and 11, 
and there will be increased 
enforcement in the area. 

A deputy on patrol spot-
ted a suspicious vehicle driv-
ing up out of a ditch onto the 
road ahead of the police vehi-
cle. The driver was a juvenile 
who had been spray painting 
bridges. 

A resident on Co. Rd. 30 
once again submitted com-
plaints of littering near their 
home, specifically empty 
alcohol bottles. This individ-
ual has complained in prior 
years as well. There will be 
increased enforcement in the 
area. 

Recent hail caused prop-
erty damage throughout the 
county, with the worst of it 
being concentrated in Orrock 
and Zimmerman. 

GRRL Update
Jeanette Burkhardt, di-

rector of both the Becker and 
Big Lake branches of the 
Great River Regional Library 
(GRRL) visited to give the 

board an update on the past 
year at the library. 

At the Big Lake Library, 
there were almost 54,000 
items checked out last year. 
The branch hours were ad-
justed slightly based on feed-
back from patrons. 

Last year’s fundraising 
event (March 2021) was suc-
cessful, raising over $500 to 
fund prizes for the summer 
reading program and craft 
supplies.

Last year, the library 
partnered with Sherburne 
County to bring “Story 
Strolls” to local parks. Pages 
of a children’s book are 
posted on sign posts and put 
up alongside a park trail. 
Families can talk a walk as 
they read the story. Burkhardt 
says this promotes both men-
tal and physical literacy. Last 
year, four titles following a 
theme were offered on four 
park trails. Kids who visited 
all four trails and stamped a 
bookmark to show their work 
received a prize at the library: 
a copy of one of the four 
books read. 

The city of Big Lake 
helped the library in purchas-
ing some new, kids’ furniture 
for the library. 

Fire Department 
The board approved a 

change order for the roof 
replacement for the fire sta-
tion. The only change was 
an update in the wording of 
the agreement, providing for 
a two year warranty on the 
roof. 

Lupulin Brewing will 
hold a fundraiser today 
(Saturday, May 21) to raise 
money for the fire depart-
ment to purchase extrication 
equipment. 

Lion’s Park
Supervisor Norm Les-

lie shared photos of the new 
trail signs in place. Leslie also 
noted that the playground 
was closed from May 16-20 
to spread the new wood chips 
and make other improve-
ments. 

Trails were redone with 
new granite, and a new trail 
was added, heading up to the 
ball field. 

Leslie said the local 
boy scout who had wanted 
to create a pollinator garden 
was still planning to do so, 
although things were taking 
time to come together. An-
other boy scout had shown 
interest in creating birdhouses 
for the park, but he is still in 
the early planning stages. 

MotoHaven interested 
in Big Lake Twp.
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HANSON PAVING. Residen-
tial & commercial. Driveways, 
parking lots, asphalt, paving & 
asphalt patchwork. No job too 
small. Call for a free estimate 
320-259-7874 office. 3636 
Quail Rd., Sauk Rapids. We 
accept Visa & Mastercard. 
www.hansonpaving.com
________________________

Asphalt/Blacktop

OAK PARK
CREAMERY

See us for all your feed 
needs. Hubbard, Heims, 
Purina & Oak Park brand 
feeds. Crystalyx tubs. We 
specialize in small orders 
of custom made feed. RR 
Corn $194.00/Bag. EN-
LIST E3 Soybeans $50.00/
Bag.

OAK PARK CREAMERY
16623 Ironwood Rd NE

Oak Park, MN
320-968-7864

Farm Supplies

NOTICE: Outdoor Furnace, 
Parts and Supplies, High 
demand and limited avail-
ability. Plan and look ahead. 
Reserve now to have one 
for this summer or fall instal-
lation. We feature Central 
Boiler furnaces and products 
for complete installation. We 
have Financing available, 
26% Tax Credit available on 
some models. Reserve today  
Class-Act Outdoor Furnace 
763-972-6255                              
________________________

Outdoor Furnaces

TOTAL LAWN CARE, INC.
Locally owned & operated 
since 1985. Fertilization, core 
aeration, guaranteed control 
of: weeds, crabgrass, mos-
quitoes, ants/ticks/spiders, 
grubworms and Emerald Ash 
Borer. Experience the differ-
ence! 320-685-4131. 
www.lawntlc.info.                            
________________________

Lawn Care

AUTOMOBILES
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK 
TO HERITAGE FOR THE 
BLIND. Free 3 Day Vacation, 
Tax Deductible, Free Towing, All 
Paperwork Taken Care Of. CALL 
1-855-977-7030 (mcn)

DONATE YOUR CAR TO 
CHARITY. Receive maximum 
value of write off for your taxes. 
Running or not! All condi-tions 
accepted. Free pickup. Call for de-
tails. 855-752-6680 (mcn)

CASH FOR CARS! We buy all 
cars! Junk, high-end, totaled – it 
doesn’t matter! Get free towing 
and same day cash! NEW-ER 
MODELS too! Call 1-866-258-
6720. (mcn)

CABLE/INTERNET
DIRECTV for $79.99/mo for 12 
months with CHOICE Package. 
Watch your favorite live sports, 
news & entertainment anywhere. 
First 3 months of HBO Max, Cin-
emax, Showtime, Starz and Epix 
included! Directv is #1 in Cus-
tomer Satisfac-tion (JD Power & 
Assoc.) Some restrictions apply. 
Call 1-866-296-1409 (mcn)

Earthlink High Speed Internet. 
As Low As $49.95/month (for 
the first 3 months.) Reliable High 
Speed Fiber Optic Technology. 
Stream Videos, Music and More! 
Call Earthlink Today 1-855-679-
7096. (mcn)

DISH Network. $64.99 for 190 
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet, 
$19.99/mo. (where available.) 
Switch & Get a FREE $100 Visa 
Gift Card. FREE Voice Remote. 
FREE HD DVR. FREE Stream-
ing on ALL Devices. Call today! 
1-855-434-0020 (mcn)

BEST SATELLITE TV with 2 
Year Price Guarantee! $59.99/mo 
with 190 channels and 3 months 
free premium movie channels! 
Free next day installation! Call 
855-824-1258. (mcn)

DirecTV Satellite TV Service 
Starting at $74.99/month! Free 
Installation! 160+ channels avail-
able. Call Now to Get the Most 
Sports & Entertainment on TV! 
844-558-1767 (mcn)

DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Chan-
nels + $14.95 High Speed In-
ternet. Free Installation, Smart 
HD DVR Included, Free Voice 
Remote. Some restrictions apply. 
Promo Expires 1/21/23. 1-866-
590-6451. (mcn)

EDUCATION
COMPUTER & IT TRAINING 
PROGRAM! Train ONLINE to 
get the skills to become a Com-
puter & Help Desk Profes-sional 
now! Grants and Scholarships 
available for certain programs for 
qualified applicants. Call CTI for 
details! 1-844-843-2771 (mcn)

TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MED-
ICAL BILLING! Become a Med-
ical Office Professional online 
at CTI! Get Trained, Cer-tified 
& ready to work in months! Call 
833-751-0776. (M-F 8am-6pm 
ET) (mcn)

E M P L O Y M E N T / H E L P 
WANTED
Are you a Class A Truck Driver 
and tired of getting jacked around 
by employers? Call me to see why 
our turnover rate is so low. Scott 

507-437-9905 Apply: WWW.
MCFGTL.COM (mcn)

Dakotaland Transportation Inc. 
is in search of cabinet haulers that 
are willing to travel the great USA 
and be home week-ly. – Must have 
a Class A CDL. We have great 
benefits: health, dental, vision, life, 
supplementary, simple iras. Come 
join this great big happy family. 
dlt@dtisf.com. www.dakotaland-
transportation.com. Call 800-822-
2703 (mcn)

FINANCIAL
STOP worrying! SilverBills 
eliminates the stress and hassle 
of bill payments. All household 
bills guaranteed to be paid on time, 
as long as appropriate funds are 
available. Computer not necessary. 
Call for a FREE trial or a custom 
quote today. SilverBills 1-866-
918-0981(mcn)

The COVID crisis has cost us all 
something. Many have lost jobs 
and financial security. Have $10K 
In Debt? Credit Cards.Medical 
Bills. Car Loans. Call NATIONAL 
DEBT RELIEF! We can help! Get 
a FREE debt relief quote: Call 
1-866-552-0649.(mcn)

HEALTH & MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator 
May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mo-
bility with the compact de-sign 
and long-lasting battery of Inogen 
One. Free information kit! Call 
844-716-2411.(mcn)

Attention Viagra users: Generic 
100 mg blue pills or generic 20 
mg yellow pills. Get 45 plus 5 free 
$99 + S/H. Call To-day 1-877-707-
5659. (mcn)

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 350 plus 
procedures. Real dental insurance- 
NOT just a discount plan. Do not 
wait! Call now! Get your FREE 
Dental Information Kit with all 
the details! 1-855-973-9175 www.
dental50plus.com/https://www.
dental50plus.com/midwest #6258 
(mcn)

Aloe Care Health, medical alert 
system. The most advanced med-
ical alert product on the market. 
Voice-activated! No wi-fi needed! 
Special offer! Call and mention 
offer code CARE20 to get $20 off 
Mobile Companion. Call today! 
1-855-654-1926. (mcn)

Hero takes the stress out of man-
aging medications. Hero sorts and 
dispenses meds, sends alerts at 
dose times and handles prescrip-
tion refill and delivery for you. 
Starting at $24.99/month. No ini-
tiation fee. 90-day risk-FREE trial! 
Call 1-855-484-6339. (mcn)

MISCELLANEOUS
Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE Le-
afFilter estimate today. 15% off 
Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts. Call 1-855-
577-1268. Promo Code 285. (mcn)

Wesley Financial Group, LLC 
Timeshare Cancellation Experts. 
Over $50,000,000 in timeshare 
debt and fees cancelled in 2019.
Get free informational package 
and learn how to get rid of your 
timeshare! Free consultations. 

Over 450 positive reviews. Call 
877-326-1608. (mcn)

Looking for assisted living, 
memory care, or independent 
living? A Place for Mom simpli-
fies the process of finding senior 
living at no cost to your family. 
Call 1-877-580-3710 today! (mcn)

The Generac PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery storage system. 
SAVE money, reduce your reli-
ance on the grid, prepare for power 
outages and power your home. 
Full installation services available. 
$0 Down Financing Option. Re-
quest a FREE, no obligation, quote 
today. Call 1-877-381-3059. (mcn)

LONG DISTANCE MOVING: 
Call today for a FREE QUOTE 
from America’s Most Trusted In-
terstate Movers. Let us take the 
stress out of moving! Speak to a 
Relocation Specialist, call 877-
327-0795. (mcn)

FREE AUTO INSURANCE 
QUOTES for uninsured and in-
sured drivers. Let us show you 
how much you can save! Call 855-
995-2382 (mcn)

NEED NEW FLOORING? Call 
Empire Today® to schedule a 
FREE in-home estimate on Car-
peting & Flooring. Call Today! 
844-785-0305 (mcn)

UPDATE YOUR HOME with 
Beautiful New Blinds & Shades. 
FREE in-home estimates make 
it convenient to shop from home. 
Professional installation. Top qual-
ity - Made in the USA. Call for 
free consultation: 866-970-3073. 
Ask about our specials! (mcn)

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. 
EASY, ONE DAY updates! We 
specialize in safe bathing. Grab 
bars, no slip flooring & seated 
showers. Call for a free in-home 
consultation: 855-836-2250. (mcn)

Never clean your gutters again! 
Affordable, professionally in-
stalled gutter guards protect your 
gutters and home from de-bris and 
leaves forever! For a FREE Quote 
call: 877-761-1449 (mcn)

Prepare for power outages 
today with a GENERAC home 
standby generator. $0 Money 
Down + Low Monthly Pay-ment 
Options. Request a FREE Quote. 
Call now before the next power 
outage: 1-877-228-5789 (mcn)

Need IRS Relief $10K - $125K+ 
Get Fresh Start or Forgiveness Call 
1-877-702-7854 Monday through 
Friday 7AM-5PM PST.(mcn)

WANT TO BUY
PAYING TOP CA$H FOR 
MEN’S SPORT WATCHES! 
Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek 
Philippe, Heuer, Daytona, GMT, 
Submariner, Speedmaster.. Call: 
866-314-9742. (mcn)

TOP CA$H PAID FOR OLD 
GUITARS! 1920-1980 Gibson, 
Martin, Fender, Gretsch, Epi-
phone, Guild, Mosrite, Rick-en-
backer, Prairie State, D’Angelico, 
Stromberg. And Gibson Mando-
lins / Banjos. 866-470-1643. (mcn)

FREE
ADULT BASIC ED & GED

CLASSES
GED Test Preparation

It’s never too late to learn!

Call Community Ed for more 
information 763-261-4506

Tuesdays from 6-8:30 PM
Becker High School Library

(Enter Door #11)
No need to Pre-Register,

 just come to class!

Adult Basic Ed. Minnesota Newspaper Association Classifieds

220 USED CARS to choose 
from. We also BUY used cars. 
Guaranteed Approval! Brandl 
Auto Connection, 559 Hwy 10, 
St. Cloud (next to the red barn 
Dairy Queen). 320-229-1900. 
Apply online at: 
www.BrandlAutoConnection.com
________________________

Used Cars

Young @ Heart

3rd Thurs. Each MonTh, 
11:30 Lunch and PrograM
rEjoicE LuThEran church 

cLEarwaTEr, Mn

Seniors

Game Time

DESKTOPS AND LAPTOP 
REPAIR. On-site or drop off. 
Computer cleanup - upgrades. 
Big Lake, 763-263-7070.
________________________

Computers

1 BR, 1 BATH BASEMENT 
APARTMENT. $750/mo.  
Private entrance, no smok-
ing, no pets. Call Lee  
763-221-2903.
________________________

Apartments

MURPHY
CHEVROLET

New & Used Cars & Trucks
(320) 968-6239

www.murphychevrolet.com

Automotive

BECKER and CLEARWATER 
All-City Garage Sales are 

SATURDAY, JUNE 11, 2022!
The deadline for ads is May 31st!

Call Patriot News MN
 763-275-0275  or email: 

legals.kathy@patriotnewsmn.com 
to advertise!

HASSAN SAND & 
GRAVEL has a large se-
lection of decorative rock, 
pulverized & screened top-
soil, all types of driveway 
aggregates, wood & rubber 
mulch, landscape supplies, 
play/volleyball/mason sand, 
fieldstone boulders, steps & 
natural quarry stone, syn-
thetic turf products. M-F 
7am-4pm & Sat. 7am-noon, 
13530 Williamdale Rd., 
Rogers. 763-428-2393.
www.HassanSand.com

Clip this ad & save $20 
off your purchase of 

$100 or more!
Exp. 11/13/22

Landscaping Supplies

 
 

Sun. - May 22, 2022:
• National Maritime Day
• Moon Phase: Third Quarter
Mon. - May 23, 2022:
• International World Turtle Day 
Tues. - May 24, 2022:
• National Brother’s Day
• NAIA Women’s Golf National 
Championships (5/24-5/27)
• Morse Opens First US Tele-
graph Line: Anniversary, 1844          
Wed. - May 25, 2022:
• National Wine Day
• National Senior Health & Fit-
ness Day
• Emergency Medical Services 
for Children Day
• National Missing Children’s 
Day
• Star Wars Released: Anniver-
sary, 1977
• NAIA Mens & Women’s Ou-
tdoor Track & Field National 
Championships (5/25-5/27)          
Thurs. - May 26, 2022:
• Acension Day
• Eat More Fruits & Vegetable 
Day
Fri. - May 27, 2022:
• BHS: Graduation 7pm
• Don’t Fry Day
• Kodiak Crab Festival (5/27-
5/30)  
Sat., May 28, 2022:
• National Hamburger Day
• NCAA Division I Men’s La-
crosse Championship (5/28-
5/30)   

(Becker Schools=BS; 
Becker High School=BHS   

Becker Middle School=BMS; 
Becker Intermediate School=BIS 

 Early Childhood Family; 
Education=ECFE

Big Lake School=BLS; 
Clearview School=CVS)

This Week’s Calen-
dar Events:

   

 
 
  

 
   
   
  
  

Becker Area Senior Center 
(BASC) Upcoming Events

BASC at Becker 
Community Center (BCC)

Mon., May 23: Open All Day; 
5am-Coffee’s on; 11:30-Pizza, 
12:30-talk by BPD Officer, 
David Ryberg & Mental 
Health Co-Responder, Roy 
Neumann on the Sherburne 
County response team: men-
tal health, domestic & other 
police calls. BBC Rm 109.
Tues., May 24: 9am-Coffee, 
Conversation; 11am-New 
Game Day.
Wed., May 25: Open All 
Day; 5am-Coffee’s on; 10-
11am-Rm 109-Dementia 
Cargiver support Trained 
facilitator, Tami Kolbinger.
Thurs., May 26: 9am-Coffee, 
Conversation, Cards.
Fri., May 27: Open all Day; 
5am-Coffee’s On; Becker HS 
Graduation.
Becker Community Center: 

763-200-4271
Blood Pressure available 
whenever BASC is open  

Send activity/class 
opportunities to: 

basc.becker@gmail.com

 Big Lake Senior Center

The Big Lake Senior Club 
meets Tues., 1-4pm, Big Lake 
City Hall, 160 Lake St. North. 

We would love to have you 
join us for card games, refresh-
ments  & conversation. 
For More Information Call: 
(763) 309-1010 and/or (763) 

207-8703

Sylva brand mulch. 
Premium topsoil &  

garden compost - bags 
and bulk. Landscape 

timbers and fence 
posts. 11680 Hwy 10 SE, 
Becker, 612-986-7306.

Low cost delivery  
available.

DISCOUNT 
POST & POLE

MULCH & SOIL

POOL TABLE FOR SALE. 
Old pool table from Marilyn 
Monti Liquor for sale, $200 
B/O, moving. Short table, 
reasonably good shape, re-
felted in the last 10 years.  
612-532-4806.
________________________

For Sale

Cal spa 63 jet
7 person hot tub

$3,500
763-263-7834

                                     Week of May 22, 2022             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

MISCELLANEOUS

FARM EQUIPMENT

MISCELLANEOUSWANTED TO BUYEMPLOYMENT
PHYS. ED/HEALTH
D.A.P.E TEACHER

New London-Spicer Schools. Middle/
High School. MN licensure 
required.  For more information 
see:  www.nls.k12.mn.us/employment

SPECIAL EDUCATION 
TEACHER 

New London-Spicer Schools. (Prairie 
Woods Elementary). Multi-Categorical Li-
censure Preferred. For more information, 
see: www.nls.k12.mn.us/employment

EARN $15,000-$40,000 
OVER 5 YEARS

#1 Hunting lease company In Amer-
ica. Customize your contract. Call 
Base Camp Leasing 888/871-1982

WANTED: 
ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES 

Running or not. Titled or not. Cash 
in exchange. Sell now while prices 
are high! Call Dan at 612/720-2142

LOOKING FOR ASSISTED LIVING
memory care, or independent living? 
A Place for Mom simpli es the pro-
cess of  nding senior living at no cost to 
your family. Call 888/715-1720  today!

DISH NETWORK
$64.99 for 190 Channels! Blazing fast 
internet, $19.99/mo. (where avail-
able.) Switch & get a FREE $100 Visa 
gift card. FREE voice remote. FREE 
HD DVR. FREE streaming on ALL 
devices. Call today! 855/562-4309

DONATE YOUR CAR 
truck or boat to Heritage For The 
Blind. Free 3-day vacation, tax de-
ductible, free towing, all paper-
work taken care of 844/220-9501 

THE GENERAC PWRCELL 
A solar plus battery storage system. Save 
money, reduce your reliance on the grid, 
prepare for power outages and power your 
home. Full installation services available. $0 
down  nancing option. Request a free, no 
obligation quote today. Call 888/913-5895 

VIVINT. SMART SECURITY 
Professionally installed. One con-
nected system for total peace of mind. 
Free professional installation! Four 
free months of monitoring! Call now to 
customize your system 888/801-9665

Advertise here statewide in 230+ newspapers 
for only $279 per week! Call 800-279-2979

To Place A 
Classified Ad

Call the
Patriot

763-275-0275

Prepare for unexpected 
power outages with a 
Generac home standby 
generator

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!
877-228-5789

Limited Time O� er - Call for Details

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  
install and activate the generator with a participating 
dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 5/22/2022 Central

Rural healthcare facility seeks the following professionals:
EPICTrainer/Optimizer

Registered Nurses
$5000 sign on bonus w/1year OB experience

Apply online: www.meekermemorial.org/careers

MEEKER MEMORIAL
HOSPITAL & CLINICS

612 Sibley Ave. S., Litchfield, MN 55355 EOE
Questions: contact Cindi at 320-693-4521,
ctwardy@meekermemorial.org

Citizens Alliance Bank seeks applicants
for the following positions:

Loan Offi cer -- Clara City
Credit Analyst Supervisor -- Clara City, Howard Lake
Insurance Agent -- Clara City & Montevideo
Personal Banker -- Clara City
Loan Admin Clerk -- Clara City, Granite Falls
Core Applications Specialist -- Clara City
Controller -- Howard Lake
Card Services Specialist -- Clara City

To view our job posting or Apply Online please visit:
citizensalliancebank.com/careers

Citizens Alliance Bank is an EEOC of Protected Veterans & Individuals with Disabilities

WE’RE HIRING!

BOGO  
40% OFF
ENDS 5/31

833-314-1217
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Clear Lake/Clearwater - Organizations
Clear Lake Legion 

Meets the second Tues. of the month at Palmer 
Twp. Hall. The Legion will meet at 7pm. New mem-
bers are always welcome. Bud Stimmler at (320) 
761-5793.

Clear Lake Lions 
Meets the first & third Tues. of the 

month at 4180 105th Ave., Clear Lake 
at 7:30pm. Please contact any Lions  
member or one of the officers listed on our website:  
www.clearlakelionsmn.org

Clear Valley Business Connections
Meets quarterly on the 2nd Thurs. 

of the month from 11:30am-1pm at vari-
ous locations. Glenna Soenneker, President,  
(320) 267-4361, clearvalleybc@gmail.com.

Clearwater AA/Al-Anon
Meets at 7pm, Sun. night at Clear-

water United Methodist Church, 405 Main 
St. Clearwater. (320) 310-1399 for AA  or 
(320) 558-6613 for Al-Anon.

Clearwater AA Meeting
Meets Mon. nights, 7pm at Rejoice Lutheran 

Church, 1155 CR 75, Clearwater. (612) 801-7317.
Clearwater Area Friends of the Library
Clearwater Area Friends of the Library are currently  

accepting donations of gently used 
books, DVDs & CDs for their used book-
store located in the Clearwater Library.  
Donations are tax deductible & can be dropped off at 
the Clearwater Library.

Textbooks, dictionaries, encyclopedias, outdated  
medical books, magazines, & moldy 
books cannot be accepted. All proceeds 
from the sale of used books are used to  
support the programs, services & equipment of the 
Clearwater Library.

Clearwater American Legion Post 323 & 
Auxiliary

Clearwater Legion meetings are held the sec-
ond Thurs. of the month. Auxiliary 6:30pm, S.A.L. at 
7pm, Legion 7:30pm. Clearwater Legion, Clearwater.

Clearwater/Clear Lake Food Shelf
Open Mon. 5:30-7pm, Tues. 9-11am & 

6-8pm, Wed. 3-5pm & in the brown Lions 
Community Building beneath the water 
tower in Clearwater.  We service residents of  
Clearwater & Clear Lake.

Clearwater Narcotics Anonymous 
 Meets at 7pm, Wed. night at Clearwater United  

Methodist Church, 405 Main St. Clearwater. (612) 
607-4484.

Free Grace Recovery
Sun. 6-8pm at Clear Lake Town Hall, 7684 1st 

Ave. W. Clear Lake. A light meal will be served at 
6pm. Everyone is welcome. Justin or Renee at (612) 
384-9069.

Lions Club of Clearwater
 Meets second Tues. of the month at 8pm. Clear-

water Lions Pavilion. www.clearwaterlionsmn.com
Young @ Heart

Community Young@Heart will meet on the 
third Thurs. of every month at Rejoice Lutheran 
Church, 1155 Co. Rd. 75, Clearwater, MN. Join us: 
10:30 to meet & greet old & new friends, 11:30 lunch 
(suggested donation), 12pm program.

Miscellaneous - Organizations
Every Child Deserves a Family! WE NEED 

YOU!
Sherburne County is recruiting Foster Homes! 

Family Foster Care offers a temporary home until 
children can be safetly reunited with their families 
or achieve permanency through kinship care or adop-
tion. Foster Care is the 24-hour care of a child in a 
home that meets the child’s basic need for food, shel-
ter, clothing, medical & dental care, privacy, safety, 
& adult supervision.

Children enter Foster Care whose families are  
experiencing difficulties, have special medical, emo-
tional, or developmental needs or who struggle with 
their own issues such as mental health, behavior, or 
truancy. Foster Care is the least restrictive out-of-
home placement option & most likely a family set-
ting.

Please contact: Chelsea Doherty  763) 765-4033 or  

chelsea.doherty@co.sherburne.mn.us. 
FREE - Advocates for Independence

 First & third Wed. of the month 
2-4pm at Independent Lifestyles, 215 
North Benton Drive, Sauk Rapids. Make a  
difference in your community for people w/disabilities.  
Michele Pelka (320) 281-2042.  All abilities are wel-
come to attend.

FREE - The Saint Cloud Area Parkinson’s 
Disease 

(PD) Support Group invites you to “Coffee &  
Conversation” the last Wed. monthly at 10am 
at Edgewood Living 677 Brianna Drive, Sar-
tell. Meetings are open to those diagnosed w/
PD, their families, caregivers, & the general  
public. Group provides support, ed-
uca t ion ,  & awareness  about  the  
disease. Bobbi (320) 281-3343.  

Mental Health Discussion Group
Meets Mon., 6-7pm at Independent Lifestyles, 

215 N. Benton Dr., Sauk Rapids. This is a free group, 
everyone is welcome. Ricky (320) 281-2025.

Parkinson’s Disease Support Group
M e e t s  t h i r d  M o n .  o f  t h e 

month,  f rom 1-2:30pm at  ILICIL  
Independent Lifestyles, 215 N. Benton Dr., Sauk 
Rapids. This free group provides support, education, 
& awareness about the disease. Independent Life-
styles at (320) 529-9000.

Rivers of Hope
Advocates for ending family violence, is a non-profit  

community based agency offering advo-
cacy, support, education & referral services 
for victims of family violence. Working in  
partnerships w/schools, law enforcement, social ser-
vice agencies & the court system in Sherburne & 
Wright Co. (763) 295-3433 or 1-800-439-2642 or 
info@riversofhope.org. Free & confidential. Phones 
answered 24/7.

Volunteer as a Foster Grandparent 
L o c a l  s c h o o l s  &  o r g a n i z a -

tions need caring adults like you!  
Orientation, training & ongoing support are provided. 
Pat Braun (612) 390-0617.

Wright County Community Action
You have been affected & are having or 

are anticipating having difficulity paying your  
mortgage, WCCA is here to help you navigate 
your options & keep your home. To speak with 
a homeownership advisor, call Wright County  
Community Action at (320) 963-6500 ext. 238 today.  
Services are unbiased, confidential & free of charge. 

Upcoming GRRL Events
COS Town Hall

Convention of States is having a Town Hall 
meeting at Great River Regional Library, Thurs., 
May 26, 2022, 6:30pm, Room 106. 1300 W. St.Ger-
main St., St. Cloud, MN 56301. This event is free 
& open to all interested in learning more about this 
important movement & how to get involved.

Upcoming SNWR Events
Spring Celebration

Sherburne National Wildlife Refuge, Sat., May 
21, 10am-1pm, Oak Savanna Learning Center. Food 
truck, story walk, live bees, kids crafts, nature store, 
bird booth & silent auction.

If needing special accommodation to Refuge 
Headquarters: 763-389-3323, sherburne@fws.gov, 
or TTY 800-833-8339, call ASAP.

Upcoming Stearns History Museum  
Events

New Hours
B e g i n n i n g  M a y  1 6 ,  S t e a r n s  

History Museum hours area as follows:
Wed.-Sat.: 10am-5pm, Sun.: 12pm-4pm. 

Research Center by appointment. Sorry for the 
inconvenience. Questions? Call the Museum  
320-253-8424.

Walk & Roll Parade
Sat., May 28, 2022, 10-11:30am, Stearns His-

tory Museum, 235 33rd Ave S at Heritage Park. 
Great giveaways, plus lot’s of fun games! Info:  
320-253-8424.

Announcements

Public Notices

Office of the Minnesota 
Secretary of State

Certificate of Assumed Name
Minnesota Statutes, 

Chapter 333
The filing of an assumed 

name does not provide a user with 
exclusive rights to that name. The 
filing is required for consumer 
protection in order to enable cus-
tomers to be able to identify the 
true owner of a business.
ASSUMED NAME: Becker 
Family Dentistry
PRINCIPAL PLACE OF BUSI-
NESS: 12392 Pleasant Avenue 
Becker MN 55308 USA
NAMEHOLDER(S):
Name: 
PDG, P.A.
Address: 
2200 County Road C West Suite 
2210 Roseville MN 55113 USA

If you submit an attachment, 
it will be incorporated into this 
document. If the attachment con-
flicts with the information specif-
ically set forth in this document, 
this document supersedes the data 
referenced in the attachment.

By typing my name, I, the 
undersigned, certify that I am 
signing this document as the per-
son whose signature is required, 
or as agent of the person(s) whose 
signature would be required who 
has authorized me to sign this 
document on his/her behalf, or in 
both capacities. I further certify 
that I have completed all required 
fields, and that the information in 
this document is true and correct 
and in compliance with the appli-
cable chapter of Minnesota Stat-
utes. I understand that by signing 
this document I am subject to the 
penalties of perjury as set forth in 
Section 609.48 as if I had signed 
this document under oath.
SIGNED BY: David R. Melloh, 
as Agent
MAILING ADDRESS: None 
Provided
EMAIL FOR OFFICIAL NO-
TICES: jlind@parkdental.com
Work Item: 1313213700023
Original File Number: 
1313213700023
STATE OF MINNESOTA
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 
OF STATE
FILED
05/10/2022
11:59 PM
/s/ Steve Simon
Secretary of State
(Published in the Patriot: 
05/14/22; 05/21/22).
___________________________

Office of the Minnesota 
Secretary of State

Certificate of Assumed Name
Minnesota Statutes, 

Chapter 333
The filing of an assumed 

name does not provide a user with 
exclusive rights to that name. The 
filing is required for consumer 
protection in order to enable cus-
tomers to be able to identify the 
true owner of a business.
ASSUMED NAME: Kitchen 
Wise of NW Minneapolis
PRINCIPAL PLACE OF BUSI-
NESS: 8650 122nd Ave SE 
Becker Minnesota 55308 United 
States
NAMEHOLDER(S):
Name: 
Legacy HomServ Inc.
Address: 
8650 122nd Ave SE Becker Min-
nesota 55308 United States

If you submit an attachment, 
it will be incorporated into this 
document. If the attachment con-
flicts with the information specif-
ically set forth in this document, 
this document supersedes the data 
referenced in the attachment.

By typing my name, I, the un-
dersigned, certify that I am sign-
ing this document as the person 
whose signature is required, or 
as agent of the person(s) whose 
signature would be required who 
has authorized me to sign this 
document on his/her behalf, or in 
both capacities. I further certify 
that I have completed all required 
fields, and that the information in 
this document is true and correct 
and in compliance with the appli-
cable chapter of Minnesota Stat-
utes. I understand that by signing 
this document I am subject to the 
penalties of perjury as set forth in 
Section 609.48 as if I had signed 
this document under oath.
SIGNED BY: Matthew J. Dre-
scher
MAILING ADDRESS: None Pro-
vided
EMAIL FOR OFFICIAL NO-
TICES: mdrescher@kitchenwise.
com
Work Item: 1272570200029
Original File Number: 
1272570200029
STATE OF MINNESOTA
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 
OF STATE
FILED
11/20/2021
11:59 PM
/s/ Steve Simon
Secretary of State
(Published in the Patriot: 
05/14/22; 05/21/22).
___________________________

Office of the Minnesota 
Secretary of State

Certificate of Assumed Name
Minnesota Statutes, 

Chapter 333
The filing of an assumed 

name does not provide a user with 
exclusive rights to that name. The 
filing is required for consumer 
protection in order to enable cus-
tomers to be able to identify the 
true owner of a business.
ASSUMED NAME: Elk River 
Harley-Davidson
PRINCIPAL PLACE OF BUSI-
NESS: 502 South Padre Island 
Drive Corpus Christi TX 78405 
United States
NAMEHOLDER(S):
Name: 
Elk River Cycle Sports, LLC
Address: 
502 South Padre Island Drive 
Corpus Christi TX 78405 United 
States

If you submit an attachment, 
it will be incorporated into this 
document. If the attachment con-
flicts with the information specif-
ically set forth in this document, 
this document supersedes the data 
referenced in the attachment.

By typing my name, I, the un-
dersigned, certify that I am sign-
ing this document as the person 
whose signature is required, or 
as agent of the person(s) whose 
signature would be required who 
has authorized me to sign this 
document on his/her behalf, or in 
both capacities. I further certify 
that I have completed all required 
fields, and that the information in 
this document is true and correct 
and in compliance with the appli-
cable chapter of Minnesota Stat-
utes. I understand that by signing 
this document I am subject to the 
penalties of perjury as set forth in 
Section 609.48 as if I had signed 
this document under oath.
SIGNED BY: Jason Bremer
MAILING ADDRESS: None Pro-
vided
EMAIL FOR OFFICIAL NO-
TICES: jason@corpuschristihar-
ley.com
Work Item: 1313603100055
Original File Number: 
1313603100055
STATE OF MINNESOTA
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 
OF STATE
FILED
05/12/2022
11:59 PM
/s/ Steve Simon
Secretary of State
(Published in the Patriot: 
05/21/22; 05/28/22).
______________________________________________________

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE
FORECLOSURE SALE

Date: November 18, 2021
YOU ARE NOTIFIED THAT:
1. Default has occurred in the 

conditions of that certain 
mortgage that was executed 
by and among Elizabeth 
Nelson and Chad Nelson, 
as mortgagors, and Granite 
Community Bank, as mort-
gagee, which mortgage is 
dated May 15, 2019, and 
was recorded on May 16, 
2019, as document number 
871974, with the Office of 
the County Recorder in and 
for Sherburne County, Min-
nesota.

2. The mortgage has been as-
signed as follows: n/a

3. The original principal 
amount secured by the mort-
gage was: $138,400.00.

4. No action or proceeding at 
law is now pending to re-
cover the debt secured by 
the mortgage, or any part 
thereof.

5. The holder of the mortgage 
has complied with all condi-
tion’s precedent to accelera-
tion of the debt secured by 
the mortgage and foreclosure 
of the mortgage and all no-
tice and other requirements 
of applicable statutes.

6. As of the date of this notice, 
the amount due on the mort-
gage, and taxes, if any, paid 
by the holder of the mort-
gage is: $132,837.00.

7. Pursuant to the power of 
sale in the mortgage, the 
mortgage will be foreclosed 
on the land described as fol-
lows:
Lot 7, Block 2, Parkside,
Sherburne County, Min-
nesota
Street Address: 7633 Church 
Street, Clear Lake, Minne-
sota 55319
Tax Parcel Identification 
Number: 70-415-0235
and will be sold by the Sher-
iff of Sherburne County, 
Minnesota at public auction 
on Wednesday, January 12, 
2022, at 10:00 o’clock a.m., 
at the Office of the Sher-
burne County Sheriff, Sher-
burne County Government 
Center, 13880 Business 
Center Drive NW, Elk River, 
Minnesota 55330.

8. The time allowed by law for 
redemption of mortgagors or 
mortgagors’ personal repre-
sentatives or assigns is six 
(6) months after the date of 
sale.

9. The date on or before which 
the mortgagors must vacate 
the property if the mortgage 
is not reinstated under Minn. 
Stat. § 580.30 or the prop-
erty is not redeemed under 
Minn. Stat. § 580.23 is July 
12, 2022, at 11:59 p.m. If the 
foregoing date is a Saturday, 
Sunday, or legal holiday, 
then the date to vacate is the 
next business day at 11:59 
p.m.

10. THE TIME ALLOWED BY 
LAW FOR REDEMPTION 
BY THE MORTGAGORS 
OR THE MORTGAGORS’ 
PERSONAL REPRESEN-
TATIVES OR ASSIGNS 
MAY BE REDUCED TO 

FIVE WEEKS IF A JU-
DICIAL ORDER IS EN-
TERED UNDER MINN. 
STAT. § 582.032 DETER-
MINING, AMONG OTHER 
THINGS, THAT THE 
MORTGAGED PREMISES 
ARE IMPROVED WITH A 
RESIDENTIAL DWELL-
ING OF LESS THAN FIVE 
UNITS, ARE NOT PROP-
ERTY USED IN AGRICUL-
TURAL PRODUCTION, 
AND ARE ABANDONED. 

THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO 
COLLECT A DEBT, AND ANY 
INFORMATION OBTAINED 
WILL BE USED FOR THAT 

PURPOSE.
Granite Community Bank, Mort-
gagee
LATHROP GPM LLP
By: /s/ Andrew J. Steil
Andrew J. Steil #387048
1010 West St. Germain Street
Suite 500
St. Cloud, MN 56301
(320) 252-4414
Attorneys for Granite Community 
Bank

NOTICE OF POSTPONE-
MENT OF THE ABOVE-

REFERENCED MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

Date: January 6, 2022
NOTICE IS HEREBY 

GIVEN that the above-referenced 
mortgage foreclosure sale that was 
to have taken place on Wednesday, 
January 12, 2022, at 10:00 o’clock 
a.m., at the Office of the Sherburne 
County Sheriff, Sherburne County 
Government Center, 13880 Busi-
ness Center Drive NW, Elk River, 
Minnesota 55330, has been post-
poned. The sheriff’s sale has not 
been rescheduled at this time. The 
real property that was to have been 
foreclosed on is legally described 
as follows:
Lot 7, Block 2, Parkside, Sher-

burne County, Minnesota
and has the following street ad-
dress and tax-parcel identification 
number:

Street Address: 7633 Church 
Street, Clear Lake, Minne-
sota 55319
Tax Parcel Identification 
Number: 70-415-0235.

THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO 
COLLECT A DEBT AND ANY 
INFORMATION OBTAINED 
WILL BE USED FOR THAT 

PURPOSE.
Granite Community Bank, Mort-
gagee
LATHROP GPM LLP
By: /s/ Andrew J. Steil
Andrew J. Steil #387048
1010 West St. Germain Street
Suite 500
St. Cloud, MN 56301
(320) 252-4414
Attorneys for Granite Community 
Bank

NOTICE OF RESCHEDUL-
ING OF THE ABOVE-REF-

ERENCED MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

Date: May 12, 2022  
NOTICE IS HEREBY 

GIVEN that the above-referenced 
mortgage foreclosure sale that was 
originally to have taken place on 
Wednesday, January 12, 2022, at 
10:00 o’clock a.m., at the Office 
of the Sherburne County Sheriff, 
Sherburne County Government 
Center, 13880 Business Center 
Drive NW, Elk River, Minnesota 
55330 but was indefinitely post-
poned has now been rescheduled.  
The sale will now take place on 
Tuesday, June 14, 2022, at 10:00 

o’clock a.m., at the Office of the 
Sherburne County Sheriff, Sher-
burne County Government Center, 
13880 Business Center Drive NW, 
Elk River, Minnesota 55330.

The real property that is to be 
foreclosed on is legally described 
as follows:

Lot 7, Block 2, Parkside, 
Sherburne County, Minnesota

and has the following street ad-
dress and tax-parcel identification 
number:

Street Address: 7633 Church 
Street, Clear Lake, Minne-
sota 55319
Tax Parcel Identification 
Number: 70-415-0235   

The time allowed by law 
for redemption of mortgagors or 
mortgagors’ personal representa-
tives or assigns is six (6) months 
after the date of sale.  The date on 
or before which the mortgagors or 
mortgagors’ personal representa-
tives or assigns must vacate the 
property if the if the mortgage is 
not reinstated under Minn. Stat. 
§ 580.30 or the property is not 
redeemed under Minn. Stat. § 
580.23 is December 14, 2022, at 
11:59 p.m.  If the foregoing date is 
a Saturday, Sunday, or legal holi-
day, then the date to vacate is the 
next business day at 11:59 p.m.

THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO 
COLLECT A DEBT AND ANY 
INFORMATION OBTAINED 
WILL BE USED FOR THAT 

PURPOSE.
Granite Community Bank, Mort-
gagee 
LATHROP GPM LLP
By: /s/ Andrew J. Steil
Andrew J. Steil #387048
1010 West St. Germain Street
Suite 500
St. Cloud, MN 56301
 (320) 252-4414
Attorneys for Granite Community 
Bank
(Published in the Patriot: 
05/21/22).
______________________________________________________

Assumed Names Foreclosures

PUBLIC NOTICES, SHERIFF 
& POLICE ACTIVITY REPORTS
are posted on our website: 

www.patriotnewsmn.com

Pick up a copy 
of the PATRIOT at the 
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CLEARWATER: 
Coborn’s; 
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General Store;
SANTIAGO: 

General Store; 
BECKER: 

Food Pride, 
PATRIOT office; 

BIG LAKE: 
Coborn’s
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Rural healthcare facility seeks the following professionals:
EPICTrainer/Optimizer

Registered Nurses
$5000 sign on bonus w/1year OB experience

Apply online: www.meekermemorial.org/careers

MEEKER MEMORIAL
HOSPITAL & CLINICS

612 Sibley Ave. S., Litchfield, MN 55355 EOE
Questions: contact Cindi at 320-693-4521,
ctwardy@meekermemorial.org

Citizens Alliance Bank seeks applicants
for the following positions:

Loan Offi cer -- Clara City
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Public Notices

Township Public Notices

ORROCK TOWN HALL ADDITION & REMODEL
SECTION 001113 - ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
PROJECT IDENTIFICATION: Orrock Town Hall Addition 

& Remodel, 26401 180th St. NW, Big Lake, MN 55309
TYPE OF BIDS: Single Prime Lump Sum bids will be re-

ceived by Orrock Township in accordance with the Bidding Docu-
ments prepared by Negen and Associates.

PROJECT SCOPE: 1152 square foot addition and complete 
remodel of the existing building, including parking lot expansion.

PROCUREMENT OF DOCUMENTS: Digital bidding doc-
uments, including Drawings, Specification Manual, and Addenda, 
may be obtained electronically on May 16, 2022 from the follow-
ing:

Negen and Associates, Lisa Berezni at (320) 251-3304, or 
email: lisa@negenarchitects.com
Minnesota Builders Exchange, Minneapolis, MN, (612) 
381-2620, www.mbex.org

Printed sets may be purchased from Negen and Associates for 
$75.00 (non-refundable).

PRE-BID WALK THROUGH: A non-mandatory walk 
through is scheduled for Tuesday, May 24, 2022 at 10:00a.m. 
at the Town Hall. All interested bidders are welcome to attend to 
view the site, the existing facility and discuss the project with the 
Architect.

BID SUBMISSION: Bids shall be submitted in a sealed en-
velope using the Bid Form provided in the Specification Manual. 
Include all Bid Form supplements/attachments indicated. Refer to 
Section 004393 “Bid Submittal Checklist” for requirements.

BID DATE / TIME: Sealed bids must be received on or before 
Thursday, June 2, 2022, at 2:00p.m. CST.

DELIVERY AND OPENING OF BID: Sealed bids will be 
received at the Orrock Township, 26401 180th St. NW, Big Lake, 
MN 55309 on or before the bid date/time, in accordance with Sec-
tion 002113 “Instructions to Bidders”. Faxed or electronic bids will 
not be accepted. Bids will be publicly opened and read aloud on 
June 2, 2022 at 2:00p.m. at the Town Hall.

TIME OF COMPLETION: The successful bidder shall 
begin the Work as soon as practical. Contractor is to provide pro-
posed construction start and end dates based upon current supply 
chain conditions.

BID SECURITY: All bids must be accompanied by a Bid 
Bond or Certified Check in the amount of 5.0% of the Base Bid 
amount, in accordance with Section 002113 “Instructions to Bid-
ders”.

BONDING REQUIREMENTS: If awarded, the successful 
Bidder shall be required to furnish both Performance and Payment 
Bonds, in accordance with Section 002113 “Instructions to Bid-
ders”.

SALES AND USE TAX: The Owner is a tax-exempt entity; 
such as it is exempt from payment of Minnesota sales and use tax 
on materials purchased for the Project. Refer to Section 007400 
“Purchase Contracts”, and Section 002113 “Instructions to Bid-
ders” for bidding and contracting requirements.

WAGE DETERMINATION REQUIREMENTS: Prevailing 
wage requirements do not apply.

RESPONSIBLE CONTRACTOR REQUIREMENTS: 
Bidder shall verify compliance with minimum requirements of 
Minnesota Statute § 16C.285 to be eligible for this Contract. Refer 
to Section 002400 “Responsible Contractor Requirements”.

CONSIDERATION OF BIDS: The Owner shall have the 
right to reject any and all bids, accept any bid, waive informalities 
in bids submitted, and waive minor discrepancies in bidding proce-
dures, as it deems to be in its own best interest. No bid may be with-
drawn for a period of thirty (30) calendar days after the scheduled 
closing time for the receipt of bids without consent of the Owner.

CONTACT INFORMATION:  Direct communica-
tions regarding the Drawings, Specifications or bidding  
procedure to:  Negen and Associates, (320) 251-3304, email:   
lisa@negenarchitects.com.

END OF SECTION 001113
(Published in the Patriot: 05/14/22; 05/21/22). 

Becker Schools District #726  Public Notices

City Public Notices

Independent School District #726
Becker, Minnesota

Regular School Board Meeting
April 4, 2022
SUMMARY

The complete minutes are on file in the district office and on the dis-
trict website.

Chair Swanson called the regular meeting of the School Board of 
District #726 to order on the 4th day of April, 2022 at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Teaching & Learning Center.
Roll Call. 
Members present:  Aaron Jurek, Ryan Obermoller, Connie Robin-
son, Mark Swanson
Members absent:  None
Others present:  Jeremy Schmidt, Superintendent & Kevin Janusze-
wski, Director of Business Services
CITIZEN COMMENTS:  Karen Schleif
SCHOOL BOARD RESIGNATIONS:  Cindy Graham, Sarah 
Schafer

Motion by Aaron Jurek, seconded by Connie Robinson, to Ap-
prove the Process to Appoint Two School Board Members:  
1. The school board would advertise for candidates in the local 

paper and on the website.
2. Candidates would complete a simple application including a few 

questions:
i. What background and skills have prepared you to serve on 

the school board?
ii. What do you see as the board’s roles and responsibilities?
iii. How would you describe an effective school board mem-

ber?
iv. What would be your top objectives if appointed to the 

school board?
3. Applications wold be due to the distrit office on April 15.
4. If there are 3 or fewer applications, all would be interviewed 

at the May 2 school board meeting. If there are more than 3 
applications, the school board would meet the week of April 18 
and nominate 4 candidates to be interviewed by the school board 
on May 2.

5. The school board would interview candidates and vote to appoint 
two members on May 2.

6. The term for the appointed school board members would begin 
30 days after their appointments. They will serve until the person 
elected at the November election qualifies for the spot and after 
canvassing and the 7-day contest period takes place.
The school board should agree on the process, by vote or consen-
sus, to fill the vacant positions on the school board.

Motion carried unanimously.  
Motion by Ryan Obermoller, seconded by Connie Robinson to Ap-
prove the Consent Agenda as presented:
CONSENT AGENDA
MINUTES FROM THE MARCH 7, 2022 REGULAR SCHOOL 
BOARD MEETING
MINUTES FROM THE MARCH 14, 2022 WORK SESSION

DISBURSEMENTS – in the amount of $1,982,448.79
PERSONNEL, as presented
TRANSPORTATION BUILDING PRE-ENGINEERED METAL 
BUILDING PACKAGE AND SHELL, as presented

Motion carried unanimously.
Motion by Connie Robinson, seconded by Aaron Jurek, to Accept 

the Following Gifts:
Angell’s Construction 
Services  $500.00 Track & Field
Angell’s Hideaway 
Resport  $250.00 Track & Field
Becker Lions  $1,000.00 NWTA Program
Becker PTSA  $840 NWTA Program
BYSA Wrestling Boosters $1,936.88 State Wrestling  
    Tournament
Christ Newman & Michael Romanski $250.00 GSA 
Clear Lake Lions $1,000.00 NWTA Program
Delta ModTech  $2,000 Robotics
Liberty Paper  $500 Girls Basketball
Protolabs Foundation $1,000.00 Robotics
The Connexus Energy 
Foudation  $2,000.00 Scholarships

Upon roll call vote, motion carried unanimously.
Motion by Ryan Obermoller, seconded by Connie Robinson, to 

Approve Second Readings on the following policies (206 and 722 
were pulled from Second Readings):

208 Development, Adoption and Implementation of 
 Policies
211 Criminal or Civil Action Against School District,  
 School Board Member, Employee or Student
423 Employee/Student Relationships
519 Interviews of Students by Outside Agencies
532 Use of Peace Officers and Crisis Teams to Remove  
 Students with IEP’s from School Grounds
603 Curriculum Development
605 Alternative Programs
606 Textbooks & Instructional Materials
607 Organization of Grade Levels
608 Instructional Services – Special Education
609 Religion

Motion carried unanimously.
The School Board will work with Minnesota School Boards Asso-

ciation for Strategic Planning May – August.  Committees will include 
community members, staff members, students and representatives of 
the Administration Team and Management.

The board Entered into a Closed Session to discuss:
1. Safety and Security
2. Superintendent Evaluation
The meeting was adjourned at 8:59 p.m.
/s/ Mark Swanson, Chair
/s/ Ryan Obermoller, Clerk
Recorder: /s/ Angela Oswald
(Published in the Patriot: 05/21/22).

Independent School District #726
Becker, Minnesota

Special School Board Meeting
April 20, 2022

Chair Swanson called the special meeting of the School Board 
of District #726 to order on the 20th day of April, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. 
in the Teaching & Learning Center.
Roll Call.
Members present: Aaron Jurek, Ryan Obermoller (attending re-
motely), Connie Robinson, Mark Swanson
Members absent: None
Others present: Jeremy Schmidt, Superintendent

The school board reviewed applications for the two vacancies 
created by the resignations of Cindy Graham and Sarah Schafer. 
Each school board member nominated two people for a total of 8 
applicants to be interviewed at a special school board meeting on 
April 28, 2022.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:15 p.m.
/s/ Mark Swanson, Chair
/s/ Ryan Obermoller, Clerk
Recorder: /s/ Angela Oswald
(Published in the Patriot: 05/21/22).

Independent School District #726
Becker, Minnesota

Special School Board Meeting
April 28, 2022

Chair Swanson called the special meeting of the School Board 
of District #726 to order on the 28th day of April, 2022 at 6:00 p.m. 
in the Teaching & Learning Center.
Roll Call.
Members present: Aaron Jurek, Ryan Obermoller (attending re-
motely), Connie Robinson, Mark Swanson
Members absent: None
Others present: Jeremy Schmidt

The school board heard presentations by 8 candidates for two 
school board vacancies:

Matthew Kuschel
Pete Weismann
Gwen Anderson
Renee Regel
Ryan Hubbard
Keri Rickard
Sonya Cox
Troy Berning

The school board will nominate 2 people to the two vacancies 
at the May 2, 2022 regular school board meeting.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:04 p.m.
/s/ Mark Swanson, Chair
/s/ Ryan Obermoller, Clerk
Recorder: /s/ Angela Oswald
(Published in the Patriot: 05/21/22).

PUBLIC HEARING
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN a public hearing will be held 

June 6, 2022,  at the Clear Lake City Hall building located at 7684 
1st Ave West for the purpose of considering granting a variance to 
Christopher Chase, for a setback variance to construct a new de-
tached garage on his property located at 8705 Church Circle in the 
City of Clear Lake.  Any persons wishing to make public comment 
on this request may do so in person at the hearing or in writing 
to the city clerk. Written comments must be received prior to the 
hearing date.
(Published in the Patriot: 05/21/22).

DEADLINES
Notices & Legals

Wednesdays At Noon
Contact Kathy: 763-275-0275 

or Email:
legals.kathy@patriotnewsmn.com

TOWN OF BECKER
SUMMARY ORDINANCE 2022-01

 An Ordinance Amending Section 5 and Section 6 of 
Ordinance 2019-01: Building Code, Construction Licensing, 

Permits and Regulations
The following official summary of the Building Code, Con-

struction Licensing, Permits and Regulations Ordinance has been 
approved by the Becker Town Board as clearly informing the public 
of the intent and effect of the ordinance.  

The Town Board hereby enacts the following amendments to 
the Building Code Ordinance. 

SECTION 1. Section 5, Maximum Building Depth Below 
Grade shall be amended to clarify all structures require establish-
ment or reference to low floor elevation relative to a published 
benchmark.  

SECTION 2. Section 6, Certificate of Survey Requirement shall 
be amended to clarify when a certificate of survey is required and 
when it is exempt.  

A printed copy of the entire ordinance is available for inspec-
tion by any person at Becker Town Hall, 12165 Hancock Street, 
Becker, MN, or Becker City Hall, 12060 Sherburne Avenue, Becker, 
MN during office hours.  Or by viewing on the Becker Township  
website at www.beckertownship.org/ordinance.html or request via 
email from clerk@beckertownship.org.
The Town Board of Supervisors
Brian Kolbinger, Chair
Attest:  Lucinda Messman, Clerk
(Published in the Patriot: 05/21/22).
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Obituaries

A memorial gathering 
celebrating the life of Norma 
“Bunny” Hartmann will be 
held from 12:00-3:00 PM on 
Sunday, June 12, 2022, at 4001 
42nd St SE, the family farm 
where Bunny and Jim raised 
their family and made their life 
together.  

 Bunny’s family 
looks forward to this time to-
gether with family and friends 
while sharing treasured memo-
ries of both Bunny and Jim. 

Norma “Bunny” Hartmann, Age 90
St. Cloud, MN

April 26, 1931 – November 3, 2021

Celebration of Life will be 
from 1:00 – 5:00 p.m. on Sat-
urday, June 4, 2022, at Mike’s 
farm, 10022 87th Street 
SE, Clear Lake for Michael 
“Mike” Schendzielos, age 83, 
who passed away Sunday, De-
cember 26, 2021, at St. Otto’s 
Care Center in Little Falls. 
Arrangements have been en-
trusted to Williams Dingmann 
Family Funeral Home, Clear 
Lake.

 Michael Lee Schendzie-
los was born December 15, 
1938, in Duelm to Martin & 
Esther (Holter) Schendzielos. 
He married Carol Ann Beck-
ers on June 29, 1957, at St. 
Anthony’s Catholic Church in 
St. Cloud and they were later 
divorced. He then married 
Liz Burkhead on October 22, 
2005, in Clear Lake. Mike was 
a master mechanic and farmer 
for many years prior to own-
ing/operating M.L. Schendzie-
los & Son Excavating from 
1976-2001. He was a member 
of St. Marcus Catholic Church, 
Lions Club, and Sherburne 
County Fair Board. Mike en-
joyed collecting old cars and 
John Deere tractors, snowmo-
biling, traveling, farming, and 
flying his own plane. He was 
hard-working, generous, and 
had a good sense of humor.

 Survivors include his 
wife, Liz of Clear Lake; son 
and daughter, Todd (Yvonne) 
of Clear Lake and Melanie 
Roisland (Gary Erickson) of 
Clear Lake; grandchildren, 
Michael (Julie), Christopher 
(Amanda), Parker (Kelly), 
Katlyn, Ashley, and Allison; 
and great grandchildren, Elle, 
Trace, Tarver, Claire, Boston, 
Lager, Lettie, Connor, Kali, 
and Walker; and sisters, San-
dra Larson of Clearwater and 
Mary Jane (Richard) Roering 
of Brooklyn Center. Mike was 
preceded in death by his par-
ents; and brothers, Jim, Pat, 
and Greg.

 Obituary, Guest Book, 
and Video Tribute available 
online: www.williamsding-
mann.com

Michael “Mike” L. Schendzielos, Age 83
Clear Lake, MN

December 15, 1938 – December 26, 2021
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• BECKER
Grace Lutheran Church (LCMS)
Pastor: David M. Johnson, 763-262-7782, 11185 27th Ave SE. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am, Sun. School 10:30am, Wed. J.U.M.P. 6pm.
Becker Baptist Church
Pastors: Nathan Bucher (Senior), Kevin Drehmel (Youth) & Amy Drehmel 
(Dir. of Child/Fam. Ministry), 763-261-4202, 11951 Hancock St. Services: 
Sun. Worship/Children 10:30am, Sun. School 9:15am, Wed. AWANA/
Youth Group 6:30pm during school year. www.beckerbaptist.org. 
Becker Evangelical Free Church
Pastors: Gerald Deppa (Interim Senior), Chris Salvevold (Youth), 763-261-
4125, Becker High School, Office: 11373 150th Ave SE. Services: Sun. 
Worship/Teaching/Fellowship 10am.
Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 12100 Sherburne Ave. Services: Sat. 
Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8:30am & 10:30am. Masses held 1st, 3rd & 5th Sun-
days of the month. (Masses held on 2nd & 4th Sundays in Big Lake).
Faith (Becker) Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Yolanda Denson-Byers & Vicar Molly Wills, 763-261-5751, 11755 
Sherburne Ave. Services: Sun. Worship 9:30 am, Sun. School 8:30am, 
Wed. Confirmation 5:30pm, Senior High Youth Group 1st & 3rd Wed. 6pm  
www.faithlutheran-becker.org.
Oakwood Community Church Assemblies of God
Pastors: Gerry Bass & Sarah, 763-220-6004, 13140 1st St (SW Corner of 
Becker Furniture World). Services: Sun. Bible Study/Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Snake River Free Church
Pastor: Steve Johnston, 612-219-8648, 180th St SE. Services: Sun. Worship/
Sun. School 10:30am., Hymn Sing is second Sun. of every month.
Becker Christian Center & Abundant Grace Church
Pastor: Ken Hanson, 763-262-2177, 15455 59th St SE. Services: Sun. Praise 
& Worship 9:30am, Wed. Family Fellowship 7pm.
Beacon House of Prayer
Pastors: Brian & Linda Holmes, 763-263-3771, 12264 Pleasant Ave. Ser-
vices: Thurs. Worship 6:30pm.
Free Grace United
Pastor: Kevin Wilson, 763-245-0001, Becker High School, 12000 Hancock 
St, Enter door 11. Services: Wed. Worship 6:30pm.

• BIG LAKE
Acts Seventh-Day Adventists Community Church
Pastor: Bill Nixon, 763-263-2287, 20455 187th Ave NW. Services: Sat. 
Worship 9am, Sat. Sabbath School 10:15am.
Bethany Bible Church
763-263-2167, 511 Eagle Lake Road. Services: Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Bridgeview Assembly of God
Pastor: Steve Royalty, 763-263-6274, 20500 County Road 11. Services: 
Sun. Worship 10am, Wed. Service 6:30pm.
SVEA Hill Covenant Church
Pastor: Don Bellach, 763-263-6322, 16392 235th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Cornerstone Baptist Church
Pastor: Gordon Langdon, 763-263-7878, 15300 County Road 35. 
Hope Lutheran Church (ELCA) in Orrock
763-262-0028. www.hopeintherefuge.weebly.com.
IFLESIA AMOR VIVIENTE Living Love Church
Pastores: Juan & Patricia Aguayo, 763-607-5403, 21 Lake St N. Services: 
Sat. 6pm.
Lord of Glory Lutheran Church
Pastor: Marty Mably, 763-263-3090, 15550 190th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
8am & 10am.
Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 440 Lake St N. Services: Sat. Mass 
5pm; Sun. 8:30am & 10:30am. Masses held on 2nd & 4th Sundays of the 
month (Masses held on 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays in Becker).
Riverside Church
Online: www.myrc.church, 763-263-2410, 20314 County Road 14. Ser-
vices: Sun 8:45am, 10:30am & 12:05pm.
Saron Lutheran Church
Pastor: Kyle Sidlo, 763-263-2209, 311 Lake St. S. Services: Sun. Worship 

9:30am, indoors or livestream.

• SANTIAGO
South Santiago Lutheran Church ELCA
Pastor: Daryl Thul, 763-662-2048, 14675 37th St. Services: Sun. 8am in 
Sanctury Worship, 10am in Sanctuary. Audio broadcast in parking lot for 
both services.
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church E.L.S. & Princeton Evangelical School
Pastor: Timothy Zenda, 763-662-2570, 18977 17th St. Services: Sun. 
School/Bible Class 10:30am, Divine Worship 9am.
Glendorado Lutheran (ELCA)
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Shari Routh, 920-573-0193, 1100 186th Ave NE. Services: Sun 
Good Shepherd 9am, Sun. Glendorado 10:30am.
Gethsemane Church (ELCA) – Ronneby
Pastor: Barbara Peterson, 320-983-5002, 14478 78th St. NE. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Glendorado Evangelical Country Church
Pastor: Sam Alfano, 763-662-2244, 16999 Glendorado Road NE. Services: 
Sun. School 9:30am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• CLEAR LAKE
Living Waters Church
Pastor: Mark Stahl, 320-292-0250, 7830 Church St. Services: Sun. Worship 
10am, Wed. Bible Study 6:30pm.
Trinity Lutheran Church Missouri Synod
Pastor: Josh Reber, 320-743-2919, 8641 Main Ave. Services: Sun. Worship 
8:45am, Sun. School 9:45am.
SHED Church - Non-Denomination in Palmer
Pastor: TBD, 320-241-0123, Palmer Town Hall, 4180 105th Ave. Services: 
Sun. 5pm.
St. Marcus Catholic Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-743-2481, 8701 Main Ave. Services: Mon.  
& Wed. Mass 8am, Sat. Confessions 4:15pm, Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. 8am.

• DUELM
St. Lawrence Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-968-7502, 10915 Duelm Road NE. Ser-
vices: Sun. Mass 10am, Tues. Mass 8am.

• CLEARWATER
Clearwater United Methodist Church
Pastor: Alison Hendley, 320-558-2581, 405 Main St. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9:30am.
Freedom Bible Church
605 Lime St. (Old Clearwater Post Office). Services: Sun. Bible Study 
9:30am & 6pm, Sun. Worship 10:45am, Wed. Bible Study 7pm.
Rejoice Lutheran Church – ELCA
Pastor: Jim Bump, 320-558-6851, 1155 County Road 75.  
Services: Sun. School that begins in Worship 9:30am.  
Livestream worship at Rejoice’s Youtube Channel,  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsJGuBda4orT9TWYii5wmGw
Church of St. Luke
Father: Dennis Backer, 320-558-2124, 17545 Huber Ave NW. Services: 
Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8am & 10am, Weekday Mass Tues.-Fri. 8am/
Sat. 9am.
Tri-County Alliance Church
Pastor: David Fogal, 320-558-2750, 8464 160th St NW. Services: Sun. 
School 9am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• SILVER CREEK
Immanuel Lutheran Church
Pastor: Ken Tatkenhorst, 763-878-2820, 11390 Elliot Ave NW. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am
Silver Creek Community Church
Pastor: Zach Pryor, 320-963-3957, 4282 114th St NW. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9am, Sun. Fellowship 10am, Sun. School 10:30am. 

RYAN HUBBARD
763-263-8334 

RESIDENTIAL  • COMMERCIAL - AGRICULTURAL

6715 125th Ave - Clear Lake, MN
320.743.2387 • Cell: 320.290.9843

Scott & Tonia Ulsby

KEN GEROUX CONSTRUCTION
C O R P O R A T I O N

Integrity • Excellence
Uncompromising Customer Satisfaction

Lic. #BC002757
Big Lake • 763-263-6878

Order Online!

Becker Pizza Depot
The Area’s Best Pizza -- Ask Anyone!

14281 Bank Street, Becker • 763-262-2700
www.BeckerPizzaDepot.com • Facebook: Pizza Depot

Pizza, Wings & More

290 EAGLE LAKE RD. N. BIG LAKE
763-263-3262 • WWW.CORNEROAKSDENTAL.COM

FAMILY & COSMETIC DENTISTRY

DR. REED DILL & 
DR. PETER KUEFLER

16455 122nd St Becker MN 55308

763-263-9471

Big Lake

 763-263-6350
parkdental.com

Church DirectoryChurch DirectoryChurch Directory

320-743-2479 
• dahlensheetmetal@frontier.com

P.O. Box 646 • Becker, MN 55308
www.dahlensheetmetal.com

Becker 763-261-4200  |  Princeton 763-389-4099
Monticello 763-271-7177

www.sherburnestatebank.com

Your Hometown Bank

Sherburne
State Bank

Member 
FDIC

763-262-4237

M-F
8AM-

4:30PM

Owner: Chad Schwintek
13050 1st Street Becker, MN 55308

24 
HOUR
Towing & recovery

19640 200th Ave., Big Lake

• Family Owned 
    & Operated
• Light, Medium and 
    Heavy Duty  Towing 

• Lockouts 
• Jump Starts 
• Winch Recovery

www.bobstowingandrecovery.com

• BIG LAKE 
• ELK RIVER 
• MONTICELLO

By Ken Francis,
Contributing Writer

The Big Lake boys 
track and field team won 
the Section 5AA True 
Team title last week at RO-
CORI High School.

The Hornets beat run-
ner-up Annandale, 601.5 
to 544.5, and outpaced the 
rest of the field, taking the 
championship in the 12-
team meet.

In True Team meets, 
points are awarded to the 
top 24 finishers in each in-
dividual event. First place 
gets 24 points. Twen-
ty-fourth place gets one 
point. Relay teams get 36 
points for first and three 
points for 12th. Teams with 

lots of depth can tack on 
points even with lower fin-
ishes. Many of Big Lake’s 
points came in the top half, 
with most via finishes near 
the top.

Owen Layton won 
the 3200 meters in 9:38, 
putting him second on the 
school’s Top 10 list. Kade 
Layton took third in 9:42, 
placing him third all-time 
for Big Lake.

Carson Kunz took first 
in the high jump at 6’2”, 
adding 24 points to the 
team total.

Hayden Thieke fin-
ished second in the triple 
jump with a leap of 40’9.5”. 
He was third in the long 
jump at 10’10.5”.

Christian Noble moved 

up to seventh all-time on 
the school’s Top 10 list 
in the 300-meter hurdles, 
taking second in 42.45 sec-
onds. He was also fifth in 
the pole vault  at 11’3”.

Kyle Gonther finished 
third in the triple jump at 
39’2” and fourth in the 
long jump with a leap of 
19’5.25”.

Kade Layton placed 
fourth in the 1600 meters 
in 4:26.35, putting him at 
#2 on the Top 10 list. Jack 
Leuer was sixth in 4:30.89. 
He’s now sixth on the list.  
Leuer was also fifth in the 
800 in 2:05.82.

Spencer Vold took 
third in the pole vault at 
12 feet. He was sixth in the 
800 meters in 2:06.64.

Joe Murphy was third 
in the 200 meters in 23.42. 
He finished fifth in the 100 
meters in 11.49.

Ri ley Thompson 
placed sixth in the discus 
with a throw of 117’1”. 
Luke Hugo was ninth at 
111’3”.

Wuoson Nehwah fin-
ished seventh in the 110 
hurdles in 18.14 seconds.

Big Lake’s 4x800 relay 
team of Spencer Vold, 
David Guyse, Owen Layton 
and Christian Noble took 
first in 8:27.65.

The 4x400 team of 
Owen Layton, Noble, Leuer 
and Vold placed second in 
3:37.09.

The girls finished with 
284.5 points and had plenty 

of athletes place in the top 
half in their events.

Hannah Strom had the 
highest finish for the Big 
Lake girls, placing sixth 
in the pole vault at 8’9”. 
Alayna Boe finished in a tie 
for 10th at seven feet.

Ava Eastman placed 
eighth in the 200 meters in 
27.74.

Jade Flavin went 14’6” 
in the long jump to take 
ninth.

Hailey Anderson threw 
the discus 80’2” to place 
ninth.

Grace Gardner and Fla-
vin finished 10th and 11th 
respectively in the triple 
jump at 30’8.5” and 30’7”. 
Gardner also cleared  4’6” 
in the high jump to finish 

11th.
Erin Kjellberg was 

11th in the 400 meters in 
66.20 seconds.

Miranda Segner took 
13th in the 100 meter hur-
dels in 18.31 seconds.

Jaden Anderson took 
15th in the 800 in 2:43.42.

Emilee Doperalski 
ran 12:37.10 in the 3200 
meeters, good for 15th.

Big Lake’s 4x200 relay 
finished sixth in 1:56.70.

The Hornet varsity 
and JV competed in an 
invitationl at Monticello 
Tuesday. Those results will 
follow next week. The boys 
were scheduled to compete 
in the State True Team 
meet Friday.

Big Lake boys win True Team section title

By Mark Kolbinger,
Contributing Writer

Becker City Park was 
the new home last Wednes-
day to Becker’s annual 
cancer survivor’s dinner, 
dubbed “a celebration of 
surviving” by organizers 
Fran Seeley and Bev Knut-
son.

The annual event is 
incredibly popular with 
area cancer survivors and 
their caretakers, with 92 
people signing up for this 
year’s event.  Sixty-three 
survivors registered for the 
event, with about half of 
those individuals bringing 
a guest.  

“When the Relay for 
Life was moved to Elk 
River, Bev (Knutson) and 
I decided we wanted to 
do something here in our 
community,” Seeley said.  
“We don’t talk about can-
cer there and we don’t in-
troduce people, it’s just a 
chance to get together and 
honor those who are still 
with us.”

Seeley and Knutson 
start the process every year 
in January, as there are do-
nations to collect and let-
ters to send out for people 
to RSVP for the event to 
ensure there is enough food 
and prizes to go around.

Every survivor receives 
an entire bag of goodies, as 
well as a gift.

“Each person gets a 
$25 gift card in their bag 
and we also make sure 
every person gets a gift,” 
Seeley said.  “People are re-
ally good about donating.”

This year, the gift 

bags were filled with many 
items, including a sack 
of clementines and a bag 
of Kettle Shack popcorn 
(courtesy of Luke Babler).

“Whatever we can find 
to put in there,” Seeley 
said.  “This year we bought 
30 plants to give away as 
well.”

Because the event is 
getting so big, the orga-
nizers this year decided 
to move it to Becker City 
Park. There was also a 
menu change made to fit the 
new host site, with a picnic 
style lunch served to every-
one in attendance.

Robin Boros and his 
son, Morgan, served as 
grill-masters this year, 
braving the down-pouring 

rain to get the meat ready 
for the dinner. Seeley 
brought the potato salad 
and Knutson brought the 
pasta salad, while Larry 
Seeley donated 15 dozen of 
his delicious chocolate chip 
cookies.

To top it all off, there 
was an assembly line of 
people making root beer 
floats to end the meal in 
style.

The event draws a 
good deal of people from 
the Becker area, but there 
are also people who travel 
from as far as the Twin Cit-
ies and Perham to join in 
the festivities.

“The people really 
enjoy coming here to cele-
brate with us,” Seeley said, 

noting that new survivors 
are added to the list each 
year.  

Seeley said that each 
year brings new faces and 
familiar ones, and there are 
always people volunteering 
to help with the event.

“We have the best peo-
ple who are helpers each 
year,” Seeley said. “Even 
before the dinner started, 
people were grabbing um-
brellas and going out in the 
rain to help people from 
their cars.”

Anyone interested in 
being added to next year’s 
event is encouraged to 
contact Seeley at 763-261-
4144.

Dinner donors: Becker 
and Clear Lake Lions, Pro-

gressive Builders, Brick-
yard Bar and Grill, Mike 
McDonald, Rebecca’s 
Cafe, Lena Strehlow, Ann 
Johnson, Robin Boros, Von 
Hanson’s Snacks, Chad’s 
Auto, Charlie’s Bar and 
Grill, The Kettle Shack, 
Taco John’s-Monticello, 
Donna Pozorski, Sherburne 
State Bank, Larry and 
Debbie Seeley, Monticello 
Printing, M.M. Sudie, Cul-
ver’s-Monticello, Becker 
Holiday, Clearwater Hol-
iday, Becker Township, 
St Cloud Financial Credit 
Union, Godfather’s Pizza, 
Cindy Likness, Monticello 
Arby’s, Ruth Babler, Mary 
Kay Hess, Jubilee Liquor, 
Becker True Value, Becker 
Subway, Bev Knutson, 
Fran Seeley and the City of 
Becker.

Dinner servers: Bev 
Knutson, Lonny and Fran 
Seeley, Darin Seeley, 
Bud Stimmler, Robin and 
Morgan Boros, Mike Mc-
Donald, Abby Lindberg, 
Jon Cox, Phil and Bonnie 

Knutson, Mason Seeley, 
Kay Nelson, Ruth Babler 
and Sarah Johnson.

Cancer survivor’s dinner celebrated by Becker community

CELEBRATING THE SURVIVORS. For the first time in the 8 year history of the cancer survivor’s dinner, a balloon release 
was held behind the pavilion at Becker City Park. (Photo by Mark Kolbinger.)

ASSEMBLY LINE. Root beer floats were served in record time thanks to the 
assembly line of Kay Nelson, Phil Knutson, Robin Boros and Fran Seeley. (Photo 
by Mark Kolbinger.)
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