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News & 
Advertising
Deadlines
NEWS DEADLINES

With the newspaper wrap up 
occurring Wednesday evening, all 
news items submitted to run that 
Saturday must reach our office by 

Wednesday morning by 11 a.m.

SPORTS DEADLINES
Coaches and assistants are 

expected to contact our sports 
writers by Wednesday morning, 
11 a.m. at the latest to have their 

information included in that 
week’s publication.

CLASSIFIEDS DEADLINES
Information for classifieds need to 
be submitted to our staff by noon 
Wednesday to be included in that 

week’s publication of the PATRIOT.

Contact Us
LEGALS/CLASSIFIEDS/OBITS

Call 763-275-0275 
or email Kathy @ 

legals.kathy@patriotnewsmn.com

SPORTS STORIES
Call 763-275-0275 or email Bill @
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

ADVERTISING
Call 763-275-0275 

or email Mary, Carol @ 
sales.carol@patriotnewsmn.com

WEBSITE
Check out each week’s content 

@ our website: 
www.patriotnewsmn.com

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Call 763-275-0275 

or email Bill @
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

763-275-0275
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We are now 
in Palmer!

LEECH LAKE FISHING EX-
CURSION. David Holtan of Becker 
reeled in a 24” walleye on a recent 
fishing trip. (Submitted photo.)
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•  R u n n i n g s
•  B e cke r  Tr u e  Va l u e

Inside
COUNTY

The Sherburne County 
Commissioners declared 

November as “Adoption Month” 
and encourage people to help 

find homes for children who need 
them. See the story on page 4.

BECKER
GRFIA held their 18th annual Rake 
the Town event recently. See the 

story on page 5. 

AREA NEWS
UMC out of Monticello held a 

special flag raising on Veteran’s 
Day. See the story on page 9. 

PICK UP A COPY 
OF THE PATRIOT AT 

THE FOLLOWING 
LOCATIONS:
CLEARWATER: 

Coborn’s; 
SANTIAGO: 

General Store;
PALMER: 

General Store;  
BECKER: 

Food Pride, 
BIG LAKE: 
Coborn’s;

PATRIOT office
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By Bill Morgan, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

Becker High School 
held a REAL event Tues-
day morning at the high 
school auditorium. Eleven 
students attended along 
with a number of business 
and organizations who are 
helping kids prepare for the 
workforce following grad-
uation.

REAL stands for Rel-
evant Experience Through 
Apprenticeship Learning. 
It is a nationally-acclaimed 
college and career readi-
ness program that prepares 
students for life after high 
school by connecting learn-
ing in the classroom with 
real-world applications in 
the workplace. 

REAL classes include:
• Youth Apprentice-

ship - students are matched 

with an employer in their 
chosen field, and are em-
ployed by the organization 
under the supervision of a 
skilled mentor. Students 
attend work, earn a wage 
on the job, and complete 
high school credits in the 
process. YA has had many 
students placed with com-
panies who continue to em-
ploy them after graduation 
(and some who have cov-
ered college costs with an 

agreement that the student 
will continue to work for 
the company);

• CEO (Creating 
Entrepreneurial Oppor-
tunities) - this class is for 
students interested in start-
ing their own business one 
day. Students spend their 
class time touring local 
businesses and learning 
from company owners the 
process they went through 
to get to where they are 

today. Students will create 
a business plan and work 
through the steps required 
to start their own business;

• On-the-Job Train-
ing - this unique class 
allows students the oppor-
tunity to make their job part 
of the classroom experi-
ence. Students attend class 
one afternoon per week at 
Wright Technical Center 

THE 11 STUDENTS who attended the REAL program Tuesday are as follows: (left to right), Spencer Vold, Westin Offerman, Tyler Dehmer, Wyatt Christian, Aubri Parson, Olivia Stockham, Kammory Josewski, 
Hannah Strom, Sydney Marotz, Blake Conavatti, and Jonathan Larson. (Patriot Photo by Bill Morgan).

11 Hornet students connect with businesses

REAL to page 10

By Penny Leuthard,
Contributing Writer

During their September 
meeting, Arvig representative 
Laura Kangas approached the 

Clear Lake Twp. Board of Su-
pervisors to present possibilities 
for broadband improvements in 
the township.

Using a map of the town-
ship, Kangas discussed un-
served areas, stating there were 
40 residences that fit the criteria 
for using the township’s Amer-
ican Rescue Plan Act (ARPA). 

Depending on the property, in-
stalling broadband service takes 

SUPERVISOR BUD STIMMLER studies a map showing unserved broadband areas in Clear 
Lake Twp. (Photo by Penny Leuthard.)

CL Twp. looking 
at broadband

CL TWP  to page 3

By Katherine Cantin,
Staff Writer
Reporter.Katie@PatriotNewsMN.com

Veteran’s Day, Thursday, 
Nov. 11, veterans and their fam-
ilies gathered at Becker High 
School in the morning before 
school began for a breakfast pro-

vided by the school. Students and 
vets dined together and shared ex-
periences. Legion members from 
Becker, Clearwater, Big Lake, 
Monticello, and Clear Lake were 
in attendance. The robotics team 
took charge of serving breakfast. 

Becker Schools 
celebrate veterans

BRUCE WIPPER AND BUD STIMMLER enjoyed their breakfast. (Photo by Katherine Cantin.)

BECKER VETS  to page 9

By Bill Morgan, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

On a cold, blustery Veteran’s 
Day morning, Big Lake Legion 
members gathered with other vet-
erans, city officials and community 
members to raise flags of the armed 
forces at the Big Lake War Memo-
rial at the intersection of Hwy.’s 10 
and 25.

Big Lake Legion members 
from each branch of the military 
stood with their flags and precisely 
at sunrise, marched ahead four 
steps and inserted the flag poles in 

the flag holders in the ground sur-
rounding the main monument. Two 
wreaths were then hung below two 
flags and a salute and pledge were 
given by all attending.

Veterans and members of Big 
Lake’s Police Dept., Big Lake’s 
American Legion Post, Big Lake’s 
Beyond the Yellow Ribbon and pa-
triots from community participated.

MEMBERS OF EACH MILITARY BRANCH ceremo-
nially placed flags in the flag holders during last week’s 
Veteran’s Day  event in Big Lake. (Patriot Photo by Bill 
Morgan).

Big Lake Legion hoists flags on Nov. 11
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Proudly 
serving the 

communities of 
Becker, 

Big Lake, 
Clear Lake and 

Clearwater!
We appreciate 

your 
business and 
readership!

Area News

We offer a wide variety of medical plans. 
Call us to set up your appointment today!

B E C K E R  A G E N C Y
763-261-4201 • www.steilins.com

OPEN ENROLLMENT IS HERE!

BLACK FRIDAY WEEKEND AT 
THE BOOT SHACK

Hours: Fri., 8-8; Sat., 10-5; Sun., Noon-5

 MONTICELLO, MN | 763.295.3771

Graceful Living
in every moment

we are very thankful for our wonderful 
residents, staff, and families!

Thanksgiving,In this season of

Personalized memory care, companionship, and fun 
social activities make each day enjoyable.

Call 763.450.6670 to schedule a tour.
www.goodshepherdcampus.org
11175 27th Ave. SE, Becker, MN

By Penny Leuthard,
Contributing Writer

During their Novem-
ber meeting, the Clearwater 
Twp. Board reviewed and 
finalized input on their fire 
service contract with the 
City of Clearwater; rec-
ommendations from Twp. 
Attorney Mike Couri were 
received prior.

In particular, Couri 
indicated he feels that at a 
certain dollar percentage 
level the fire commission 
should be able to give their 
feedback and recommen-
dations on spending, with 
the understanding that they 
don’t have an actual vote. 
After a short discussion, 
the board determined a 
fair amount for all parties 
would be $50,000.

A motion carried ap-
proving the fire service con-
tract with the addition.

Meeting Dates
Clerk Jean Just asked 

the board to start reconsid-
ering what day of the month 
their regular monthly meet-
ings should fall on. She ex-
plained that holding them 
the first part of the month 
wasn’t working out for pay-
ing the bills as most weren’t 
in yet to be approved and 
signed. 

A brief discussion was 
held on other days of the 
month that could poten-

tially work better. Mem-
bers will continue to look 
into the issue; the meeting 
day change wouldn’t occur 
until 2022.

Funding
Just informed the board 

about available grants, in-
cluding one for noxious 
and invasive weeds. A dis-
cussion was held on areas 
of the township in need 
of weed removal, includ-
ing brush and Chinese elm 
along Huber Ave. 

Bill Langenbacher in-
dicated he was open to help 
fill out applications as he’s 
had experience doing so in 
the past; Just will follow up 
with him.

Just told the board she 
was still trying to work 
out what the township can 
use their ARPA (Amer-

ican Recovery Plan Act) 
funds for, explaining most 
of her questions have to do 
with what they need to do 
to ‘prove’ the purchases 
qualified. A discussion was 
held on potential purchases, 
including the possibility of 
purchasing laptops for the 
supervisors.

Other Business
A motion carried to 

approve Resolution 2021-
015: Resolution to Share in 
Wright Co.’s Local Option 
Sales Tax; proceeds to be 
used for improving town-
ship roads.

Mileage certification 
and sign maintenance in-
spection forms were ap-
proved and signed.

The next Clearwater 
Twp. meeting will be Dec. 
6 at 7:30 p.m.

CLEARWATER TWP. SUPERVISORS John Notch and Rose Thelen review the 
latest fire contract with the City of Clearwater. (Photo by Penny Leuthard.)

CW Twp. approves 
fire contract with city

By Penny Leuthard,
Contributing Writer

During their November 
meeting, the Lynden Twp. 
Board finalized discussions 
on the fire service contract 
with the City of Clear-
water; recommendations 
from Twp. Attorney Mike 
Couri and information from 
Clearwater Twp. were re-
ceived prior. 

Chairperson Dave 
Johnson indicated the city 
doesn’t accurately count 
how they spend donations 
and may be rolled back in 
as overall expenses show-
ing as a budget overrun for 
which the township make 
up in the ‘true up.’

A motion carried ac-
cepting the contract condi-
tionally, with a change to 

the third paragraph of ex-
hibit A to reflect an amount 
of $50,000. Supervisor 
Tom Plaggerman will fol-
low up with the city and 
Clearwater Twp.

Moratorium Request
Barry Hample ap-

proached the board to 
request they consider enact-
ing a moratorium to impose 
limitations on accessory 
building square footage 
in platted residential de-
velopments on lot sizes of 
three acres or less. Zoning 
ordinances, neighborhood 
covenants, and association 
enforcements were again 
discussed.

Building Inspector 
Nancy Scott informed the 
board if the application en-
sures setbacks, impervious 
surface, and other require-

ments are met she would 
approve the application. 

Johnson will review 
the request with Couri and 
asked for a petition signed 
by Woods Edge property 
owners supporting Ham-
ple’s request.

Rezone Request
James Klaverkamp 

approached the board to 
request rezoning his 40 
acre parcel from A-40 to 
R-10. The Planning Com-
mission met last month and 
recommended approval. 
James Kantor explained 
limitations of rezoning in-
clude changing of setbacks, 
building specs, and build-
ing code, and decrease in 
animal units allowed, with 
further limitations in Ordi-
nance 439.

A motion carried to 

recommend approval to re-
zone; the form will be sub-
mitted to Stearns Co.

Road Report
Supervisor Dennis 

Niemi told the board he 
had informed Kim Norlien 
that his sprinkler heads that 
were in the right-of-way 
on Lake Maria Road need 
to be removed. A motion 
carried to instruct Nor-
lien to remove the heads 
or 1) pay the $150 ROW 
non-permit fee, 2) apply 
for a ROW permit and pay 
the $150 fee, and 3) sign an 
encroachment agreement. 
Niemi will follow up.

Repair has been com-
pleted on 200th St. E 
with an estimated cost of 
$28,250; invoice is pend-
ing.

The SEH report for 

200th St./6th Ave. to 13th 
Ave. has been received, 
which included the boring 
results. The board requested 
Niemi obtain traffic counts 
and estimates/quotes before 
anything further is done.

Other Business
A motion carried to 

implement a policy to have 
the Planning Commission 
review requests for admin-
istrative splits, rezoning 
requests, and plat reviews, 
and then make recommen-
dations to the board. Due 
to this new policy a second 
motion carried to amend 
the fee schedule to add 
the Planning Commission 
Review of administrative 
splits, rezoning requests, 
and plat review fee to $325 
each.

Kantor submitted his 

Planning Commission ad-
ministrator position resig-
nation effective February 
28, 2022; he has been with 
the township since 2008. 
Johnson requested the ac-
tion be tabled to allow time 
for improvement in the sit-
uation as Kantor provides 
great value to the township 
and meetings. Kantor indi-
cated he is open for discus-
sions. 

Johnson requested 
the board and officers cre-
ate a list of projects they 
want to use the township’s 
American Rescue Plan Act 
(ARPA) for.

The next Lynden Twp. 
meeting will be Dec. 6 at 7 
p.m.

Lynden Twp. approves fire service contract with CW City

Submitted Article

(Editor’s Note: The fol-
lowing article was submitted 
by the Central Minnesota 
Arts Board)

At the Nov. 11 meeting, 
the Central MN Arts Board 
(CMAB) awarded teaching 
Artist, Carol Moore $2,000 
to conduct a watercolor art 
experience with Humphrey 
Elementary School K-4th 
grade students in Buffalo. 

After watercolor in-
struction in techniques and 
practice, students in K-2 will 
create a winter portrait while 
third to fourth grade students 
will create an accordion book 
that shows the change of the 
seasons.

The Teaching Artist 
Grant is available to artists 
who complete the CMAB 

Teaching Artist Roster 
Program and are listed on 
CMAB’s Teaching Art-
ist Roster. The goal of the 
program is to support local 
artists in sharing their knowl-
edge, skills and process with 
learners throughout the re-
gion by increasing the oppor-

tunities for artist residences.
Funding for the TAG 

program is provided by the 
McKnight Foundation.

About the Central 
MN Arts Board
The Central Minnesota 

Arts Board (CMAB) strives 
to enhance appreciation of 
the essential economic and 
social roles the arts play in 
Benton, Sherburne, Stea-
rns, and Wright counties by 
providing grants and profes-
sional development services 
to arts and community orga-
nizations, schools, govern-
ment units and individuals.

For more information 
about the Central MN Arts 
Board visit www.centralm-
nartsboard.org or call the 
office at 320-968-4290 or toll 
free at 1-866-825-1471.

ARTIST CAROL MOORE.  (Photo 
from CMAB website).

CMAB Grant awarded to area artist
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Bring 
your 

Camera!

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 5, 2021
1 - 3 pm at The Buff

16722 198th Avenue NW, Big Lake
Refreshments will be served.

Here’s your chance to meet Santa
and receive a special gift!

Sponsored by Big Lake American Legion & Auxiliary

320-968-7864  Co-op Creamery
16623 Ironwood Rd. NE Oak Park, MN 56357

Oak Park Co-op Creamery

OAK PARK

from all of us at

Happy
Thanksgiving

Thank you for your business, 
we look forward to seeing you in 2021

Purchase a paver to honor a 
veteran placed at the historic 
landmark  Freedom Rock®

Lakeside Park – Big Lake
Receive a beautiful certificate 
of recognition
Call Karen Blake, 763 234-0369, 
blakk0178@gmail.com

�
�

Looking for a unique 
Christmas present idea?

�

DREW A BLAKEU. S. NAVY1977-1981

�
� �

12287 Hancock St., Becker

Happy Holidays 

This holiday season, we encourage you  
to shop local to support Sherburne County  
businesses and the residents who own them 

Ad paid for by these Sherburne County elected officials 

(left to right): Joel Brott, Sheriff; Diane Arnold, Auditor/Treasurer; 
Kathleen Heaney, County Attorney; Michelle Ashe, Recorder

Golden Nursery
& Tree Farm

Cut your own 
Balsam Fir or 
Colorado Spruce
5-14-ft. Only $26
All Varieties of Pre-Cut 
Trees & Wreaths

OPEN NOV. 20
HOURS: Mon-Thurs noon-7pm

Fri-Sat-Sun 9am-7pm

Golden
Nursery*

Rice

C
o 

R
d

. 
56

10

Since 1958!

21/2  miles E of Rice on Cty Rd.
12 & 1 mile N on Cty Rd. 56

T R E E S

(320) 393-2155

Happy Thanksgiving
from all of us!

14068 Bank St., becker
(ACROSS FROM SHERBURNE STATE BANK)

Hours: Sun-Thurs 11am-9pm Fri & Sat 11am-10pm
763-275-0270

 $30 or 
more!

$5 OFF

$4 OFF

2 Fajita 
Meals

*Not valid on daily spe-
cials. One coupon per visit, 
per person. Expires Dec. 

18th, 2021

*Not valid on daily specials. 
One coupon per visit, per person. 

Expires Dec. 18th, 2021

 

 

 

 

**PPlleeaassee  bbrriinngg  aa  nnoonn--ppeerriisshhaabbllee  iitteemm  
ffoorr  llooccaall  SSttuuddeenntt  PPaannttrryy..  

  

 

SSuunnddaayy,,  DDeecceemmbbeerr  55,,  22002211  
88::3300  aamm  ––  1111::3300  aamm  
SSaannttiiaaggoo  TToowwnn  HHaallll  

SSaannttiiaaggoo  LLiioonnss  
  

Sponsored By the Santiago Lions 

GGoo  ttoo  SSaannttiiaaggoo  LLiioonnss  CClluubb  oonn  
FFaacceebbooookk  ffoorr  ccoommpplleettee  lliisstt  ooff  

iitteemmss  nneeeeddeedd..  

Gift Bag 
For Kids 

Christmas
 Trees!

to $5,000 per location, with 
a cost of approximately 
$50,000 per mile.

Chairman Gary Gray 
said they would need to 
rely on Arvig’s expertise to 
decide where the service is 
installed, but the township 
can’t really do any planning 
without actual numbers. 

Kangas will follow up 
with cost estimates for the 
40 potential residences she 
identified.

Road Report
Twp. Engineer Ter-

rance Vander Eyk informed 
the board the final total of 
the Sherwood Shores proj-
ect came in at $273,590, 
explaining that there were 
significant overruns on a 
number of bid options that 
increased the project by an 
additional $23,000. 

He presented a quote 
of $2,700 for fixing drain-

age problems and the in-
stallation of a French drain 
at the intersection of 69th 
and 72nd and informed the 
board total seal coat values 
for crack repairs on 58th 
Ave., 27th Street, and 103rd 
Ave. came to $54,000.

A 
proper ty 
o w n e r 
on 116th 
contacted 
the town-
ship con-
c e r n i n g 
the re-
moval of 
s t u m p s , 
and as 
they ar-
en’t the 
t o w n -
s h i p ’ s 
responsi-
bility Eyk 
stated he 

would contact the owner 
about other options.

Other Business
A motion carried ap-

proving two variances for 
Erica Gossett for upgrading 
the septic system on a prop-
erty she recently sold.

A 
m o t i o n 
c a r r i e d 
a p p r o v -
ing the 
$ 2 , 3 4 0 
purchase 
of a 25’ 
steel pole 
that will 
be used 
for the 
ins ta l la-
tion of a 
p a r k i n g 
lot light.

Dep-
uty Clerk 
Gary An-

derson will be research-
ing official notice posting 
boxes for the township, 
which will be located at 
town hall, White Farms, 
and Sherwood Shores.

After discussion, the 
board agreed to have the 
original town hall outhouse 
placed behind the new 
township hall for historical 
purposes.

Applications for the 
township’s open clerk po-
sition will be reviewed and 
presented to the board.

The sheriff reported 
110 calls for service for 
September, including 60 
traffic stops, nine mental 
health calls, one medical, 
one theft, and one DWI. 

The next Clear Lake 
Twp. meeting will be Nov. 
16 at 7 p.m.

CL TWP from page 1



By Katherine Cantin,
Staff Writer
Reporter.Katie@PatriotNewsMN.com

Council discussed pur-
chasing a new fire truck to 
replace the 1996 truck. The 
new truck will be 
delivered in 2023 
and is expected 
to last another 
30 years. Coun-
cil opted to save 
money by paying 
for the truck up-
front, after some 
discussion back and 
forth. 

Open Forum
K a t h l e e n 

Poslusny of Powell 
St. noted that she 
and her husband 
opted to have their 
driveway repaved during the 
recent street project. How-
ever, the driveway was done 
in such a way that there is a 
significant drop-off from the 
yard to the driveway. She 
wanted to voice her concerns 
before the council and asked 
whether anything could be 
done about the situation, but 
did not expect an answer 
right at that time. 

Consent Agenda
In addition to the nor-

mal approval of previous 
minutes and other house-
keeping items, there were a 
few items of note on the con-
sent agenda at the recent city 
council meeting. 

Officer Rich Berg of the 
BLPD submitted his resig-
nation. He will leave the de-
partment in February. 

Council called for a 
public hearing regarding the 
city’s fee schedule at the 
Dec. 8 regular meeting.

Council approved the 
purchase of new playground 
equipment at Powell Park. 

Council ordered a new 
police vehicle. 

Department Reports
City Engineer Layne 

Otteson reported that work is 
continuing on the 2021 street 
improvement projects, and 
some public hearings will be 
held for 2022 street projects. 
Otteson also reported that a 
survey at the boat launches 
indicated no signs of starry 

stonewort, though there was 
evidence of other invasive 
species.

Student Liaison Ella 
Dotzler updated the board 
on the enrollment numbers, 
which are trending upwards 
as students return or enroll 
in the online program. The 
special election saw Derek 
Nelson fill the vacant seat 
on the school board. Middle 
School and High School start 
times were changed to be 10 
minutes later due to transpor-
tation issues. 

City Administrator Clay 

Wilfahrt stated that prelimi-
nary tax bills would be com-
ing out to property owners 
soon.

In Other Business, 
the Council;
• Certified unpaid utility 

charges to residents’ prop-
erty taxes;

• Heard an update about 
the farmers’ market and 
other summer events (the 
first winter market of the sea-
son is Nov. 20 from 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m.).
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Area News

Area Chamber News
Business After Hours
December 2, 4:30-6:30

Steil Ins. & Patriot News
Membership Meeting

December 15, Noon
Location TBD

Annual Membership Meeting
November 30, 11:30-1pm

The Buff
Holiday Social

December 2, 5:30
Style Catering

Twilight Story Time
December 1

Clearwater Library
Clearwater Coborn’s

On-The-Spot Interviews
Thursdays, 1-4 pm

Amity Felton
763-262-2420

Chamber@BeckerChamber.org

Gloria Vande Brake
763-263-7800

Info@BigLakeChamber.com

Glenna Soenneker
320-267-4361

GSoenneker@GMail.com

If you would like more information on any of these events or if you would like 
to become a member of these organizations please reach out to them:

Keller Lake Commons in Big Lake, now an Assisted Living Community 
offering full apartments ranging from 644 to 956 square feet. Cable is 

included in rents for private pay and GRH renters. Accepting EW and CADI. 
For more information please contact Nicole Gilder, Housing Director at 

763-263-2363 or check us out online at www.kellerlakecommons.com

UCare Minnesota is an HMO-POS plan with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in UCare Minnesota depends on contract renewal. 
Y0120_2459_11304_092021_C

1-866-537-1281 (TTY 1-800-688-2534) 
8 am to 8 pm, seven days a week. 
Or call your local broker.

We make Medicare easier. 

Smart people. 
Straight talk.Straight talk.Straight talk.

Jim
UCare de-complicator

Paul Molitor
Baseball Hall of Famer
and Manager
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Big Lake City purchases fire truck

By Katherine Cantin,
Staff Writer
Reporter.Katie@PatriotNewsMN.com

Adoptions in Sherburne 
County have been down 
this past year, and staff from 
Health and Human services 
are working to find a way 
to locate homes for children 
who need them. In Minne-
sota, 129 children are waiting 
to find permanent families 
– one of these children is in 
Sherburne County. 

During Tuesday’s Board 
of Commissioners meeting, 
the board made a motion 
to proclaim November as 
Adoption Month in the hopes 
of raising awareness for this 
issue. 

Staff said that adoptive 
parents frequently report that 
it was an amazing decision. 
Income does not disqualify 
families from adoption. 

Open Forum
Brett Collier of Big Lake 

spoke on the quality of the 
project on Co. Rd. 43, which 
he feels is very rough. He also 
was not a fan of the paint on 
the road, as he felt it was very 
hard to see and thought there 
were better methods that 
would have worked.

Diane Arnold spoke next 
about the tax forfeited parcel 
discussed at the last regular 
meeting. She spoke with the 
residents of the parcel, and 
received verbal agreement to 
reform the HOA. This action 
will be added to the consent 

agenda for the next regular 
meeting. 

Update to Cremation 
and Funeral Policy
A funeral director 

reached out the county with 
concerns about the funeral 
allocations in the county. The 
policy has not been updated 
since 2013, so staff deter-
mined it may be a good idea 
to research the policies of 
other counties and look for 
the input of funeral home di-
rectors. 

Staff suggested the fol-
lowing changes: Increas-
ing the allocation for direct 
cremation from $1,000 to 
$2,000; streamlined the 
process so there is not a dis-
tinction between burials for 
children or for adults; elimi-
nated a process where an in-
dividual could sign a lien to 
pay for burial services; added 
a stipulation to the policy that 
included a GoFundMe page 
as an asset to be considered 
in determining an individu-
al’s ability to pay.

The county will still be 
paying less than other coun-
ties for these services, but 
area funeral home directors 
were still happy to see an 
increase. These policies are 
mainly used to give a decent 
burial to those who survive 
on government assistance. 

The commissioners 
noted that it was difficult to 
toe the line between wanting 
to properly honor and respect 
individuals in the county 

County Declares 
November 

“Adoption Month”

without being overly burden-
some to the taxpayers. 

Housing Director
Lori Irwin is the new 

housing director for Sher-
burne County. She presented 
herself and her background 
to the board. She previously 
worked with the Salvation 
Army in Big Lake to help 
find housing for individuals 
in need, and so already has 
valuable experience within 
the county. She has worked 
to help find housing for 
homeless individuals and also 
helped those who were not 
yet homeless but struggled 
to afford their housing (such 
as those who lost their jobs 
during COVID-19). 

Commissioner Reports
Commissioner Tim 

Dolan reported on the Xcel 
solar project presentation to 
the PUC. The city of Becker 
dropped their request for an 
advisory task force. Most of 
the comments made were in 
support of the project. 

Commissioner Felix 
Schmiesing attended the 
Palmer Town Board meeting 
along with Gina Hugo of the 
parks department. Hugo’s 
goal was to provide informa-
tion about the parks system to 
the other elected officials of 
the county. Other townships 
are welcome to invite Hugo 
for a similar presentation. 

Commissioner Lisa 
Fobbe, on a similar note, met 
with Hugo to discuss bring-
ing a program called Unlock 
It to the county parks, which 
is a scavenger hunt game. It 
would first be offered at Ga-
raham’s park. More informa-
tion will come soon.

Commissioner Raeanne 
Danielowski attended a rib-
bon cutting ceremony for the 
Great River Federal Credit 
Union in Big Lake. There will 
be an open house Dec. 15 for 
the project on Co. Rd. 43.

In Other Business, 
the Board:
• Approved items rec-

ommended by the planning 
commission;

• Approved ARPA 
spending;

• Accepted a Women, 
Infants & Children (WIC) 
Program and a Peer Breast-
feeding Support Program 
grant;

• Heard a COVID-19 
update.

COUNTY continues below

COUNTY  from above...
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Don’t Worry
...about that special gift stuck somewhere on a container ship!

Don’t worry about your on-line purchase being delivered on time!
Don’t stand in long lines waiting at the check-out!

Why stress yourself out when you 
can eat, drink and shop local?

Many of our businesses have very unique gifts for everyone on your list. Shop local this Holiday season! 
Buying local supports our communities as a whole. 

Three locations to serve you...
Becker 763-261-4200 | Princeton 763-389-4099 | Monticello 763-271-7177

www.sherburnestatebank.com

Sherburne
State Bank

Happy Holidays from all of us at

Santa & Toys for Tots!

I-94 & HWY 24 • 320-558-2261

 
9:00-11:00am

NELSON BROS. BAKERY
Everything delicious, made fresh every day!

Come Visit Santa!
And give to our Toys for Tots drive! 

Saturday,  Dec. 4th

Bring a toy or cash donation. All cash or gift donations will receive a 
coupon for $5 off an adult beverage or specialty coffee drink.

Area News
By Katherine Cantin,
Staff Writer
Reporter.Katie@PatriotNewsMN.com

During the recent Big 
Lake Town Board meeting, 
the board approved their 
half of the purchase of a new 
fire truck for the BLFD. The 
vehicle will be delivered in 
2023. After some discussion 
about the risks involved, the 
supervisors opted to pay 
their entire contribution up 
front immediately, in order 
to get a significant discount 
of $25,096. The amount 
paid upfront was $394,427. 

Clerk Brenda Kimber-
ly-Maas asked if the super-
visors would also like to 
authorize the disposal of the 
old truck, which of course 
wouldn’t occur until 2023 

when the new truck arrives. 
Hedstrom strongly advo-
cated against this though, 
saying a lot can happen in 
three years, and since there 
are continuing conversa-
tions with Orrock Twp. 
about creating an auxiliary 
fire station as an extension 
of the department, the old 
truck could be a resource 
worth keeping. The other 
supervisors agreed, and 
asked the clerk to make a 
note that the disposal was 
not approved and would 
need to be reviewed at a 
later date. 

Sheriff’s Report
Sgt. Luke McLean with 

the sheriff’s office gave his 
monthly report to the board. 
He reported that there had 
been a lumber theft. How-

ever, the owner had a cam-
era that recorded the crime, 
and officers were able to 
identify the suspect. 

McLean recounted an 
incident earlier in the month 
where officers were in-
volved in a chase. The sus-
pect fled officers on foot and 
was later apprehended. 

Finally,  McLean 
wished to remind every-
one that it is illegal to pass 
a school bus. Supervisor 
Mark Hedstrom noted that 
the same is true of emer-
gency vehicles such as fire 
trucks.

Open Forum
Rep. Paul Novotny 

once again stopped by the 
town hall meeting during 
open forum. He presented 
a copy of a bill that will be 

appearing before the legis-
lation which would impact 
townships. He asked the 
supervisors to read the bill 
and email their comments 
to him.

Upcoming
The meeting wrapped 

up with business from the 
board and announcements 
from the clerk. Some items 
of note included:

• Supervisor Norm Les-
lie is still waiting on new 
trail signs to be made for the 
Lions Park trail system. It’s 
taking longer than expected, 
and Leslie was unsure if 
he would be able to install 
the signs before the ground 
freezes;

• Hedstrom reported 
on his meeting with the Big 
Lake Community Ed board, 

and was happy to say that 
class costs would be frozen 
for some time, and that com-
munity ed would be updat-
ing their logo to match the 
city’s new design. He also 
advised parents and kids to 
be on the lookout for the 
new spring course catalogue 
which would be coming out 
soon, featuring more classes 
available to older students;

• The winter farmers’ 
market is returning this year 
at city hall, every third Sat-
urday of the month begin-
ning Nov. 20, running from 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.;

• The next regular 
meeting will be Dec. 8, as 
the second Nov. meeting 
would have conflicted with 
Thanksgiving. 

REP. PAUL NOVOTNY presented 
a draft of a bill to the township super-
visors. (Photo by Katherine Cantin.)

BL Twp. approves fire truck purchase

By Bill Morgan, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

Great River Faith in 
Actions’ 18th Annual Rake 
the Town event had another 
successful proceeding.  

GRFIA staff were busy 
coordinating yard raking 
projects for over 35 yards 
in the area utilizing over 
250 volunteers!  The senior 
citizens or disabled people 

the volunteers helped have 
been so grateful to get this 
chore done, since they can 
no longer do it alone. It’s 
been fun for the homeown-
ers to have a group come to 
their home, serve and safely 
visit with them.  This makes 
the homeowner feel loved 
by their community! 

Some of the groups that 
volunteered this year were 
Riverside Church, Sher-

burne State Bank, Church 
of St. Luke Clearwater, 
Becker E-Free Church, 
Rejoice Lutheran Clearwa-
ter, Faith Lutheran Church 
Becker, 4-H Refuge Rang-
ers, and many more!  

Check out www.grfia.
org for more information 
on the organization and its 
events.

BECKER E-FREE CHURCH’S group of over a dozen workers stood in front of a home they volunteered at to rake and clean 
up their yard. (Submitted Photo).

Seniors, disabled blessed by GRFIA rakers

CHURCH OF ST. LUKE’S group of nearly two dozen workers stood in front of a home they raked and cleaned up. (Sub-
mitted Photo).

Coloring Contest 
winners for Fire Week!

MONDAY’S FIRE TRUCK RIDING CREW: From left to right: Firefighter 
Kevin Drehmnel, Camryn Treptau - 2 Ms Williams, Caleb Lemperes - 2 Ms 
Oeding, Hettie Mrnak - K Holt, Ashlie Baker - K Ms Lahr, Marcella Ley - 1 Ms 
O’Brian, Harrison Hoehn - 1 Ms Buntrock, Kinsley Kalinowski - 2 Ms Williams, 
Abram Harris - 1 Ms Croal, Elena Davis - 2 Ms C. Welinski, Ruby Gradin - 1 Ms 
Pauley and Firefighter Tim Green. (Submitted Photos).

TUESDAY’S FIRE TRUCK RIDING CREW: From left to right: Firefighter 
Kevin Drehmnel, Blake McGriff - 2 Mr Kollman, Bentley Gohman - 2 Ms 
Benda, Jaeli Scott - 2 Ms Stafford, Dylan Derheim - K Ms Knudsen, Danielle 
Derheim - K Ms Larson, Harley Tschida - K Ms Babler, Kendall Wojciechows 
- 1 Ms Madsen, Lauren Lidke - 1 Ms Lavold, Anara Ward - K Ms Borchardt, 
Jack Kenny - K Ms Borkoski and Firefighter Bret Lommel. 

THURSDAY’S FIRE TRUCK RIDING CREW: From left to right: Firefighter 
Kevin Drehmnel,  McKenna Harren, Delilah Patterson, Madelynn Busch, 
Adlee Spanier, Caleb Kasowski, Parker Smith, Jackson Sundberg, Jayden 
Larson and Firefighter Conrad.
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• Letters to the Editors: The PATRIOT  welcomes letters to the editor. Addresses and telephone num-
bers should be included for verification purposes.  All letters must contain the original signature of 
the writer. E-mailed letters can be accepted. The deadline for all letters is noon Wednesday. Limit 
letters to 200 words or less. Letters will be printed at the discretion of the editor and are subject to 
editing for grammar, libel and brevity. 2 letters per writer per subject each year.

• Obituaries: Obituaries are $50 prepaid. The Editor reserves the right to edit lengthy obituaries.

The Patriot, under the continuation of the Citizen-Tribune, is the official legal newspaper for Sherburne 
County, Becker School District #726,  Big Lake, Palmer, Clear Lake, Clearwater, Orrock, Palmer & Santiago 

Townships, City of Becker.

• Submitted Material: There will be a $30 charge for all thank you, engagement, wedding and 
birth  announcement pictures.  The PATRIOT is not responsible for correctness of ads received 
by telephone.

• Deadlines: Wednesday 12 pm Legals & Notices,  Wednesday 10 am Display & Classified Ads.
• Subscription Rates: $75 annually, $37.50 for six months, $18.75 for three months or $1.57 a week.

Patriot Office
763-275-0275  • 14054 Bank Street, Box 458, Becker, MN 55308

Website: www.patriotnewsmn.com  •  Email: production@patriotnewsmn.com
Business Hours: Mon. - Thurs. 8:00 am to 5:00 pm • Friday OFF
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TO THE EDITOR:
I am writing this to say thank you to the 
editor of Patriot, Bill Morgan.  Thank you 
for taking responsibility for what I believe 
was an honest mistake. Thank you for not 
burying an apology in the back of the news-
paper. I find this refreshing, especially in a 
day where the media is quite often wrong 
and never apologizing when they are or if 
they do it’s a small retraction on the back 
page. We need more editors like him. So 
thanks again Mr. Morgan. Keep up the 
good work,
Ben Steiskal
Becker, Mn

TO THE EDITOR:
I want to publicly say “thank you” to the 
Patriot Newspaper for having the courage 
to print all viewpoints regarding issues im-
portant to the welfare of our community.  
The Patriot Newspaper’s adherence to 
the principles of the First Amendment and 
Freedom of Press allows all our citizens’ 
voices to be heard.  It is at the very heart 
of a free society. Something we hopefully 
all learned in High School Social Studies. 
The day that we give into fear of personal 
attacks and threats of cancellation to keep 
us from expressing our honestly held view-
points is the day we begin to lose our sacred 
birthright as Americans.  We were handed 
down a precious gift from those who came 
before us in the form of the Bill of Rights.  
Let’s not be the first generation that fails to 
safeguard and pass it on to the next gen-
eration fully intact. I would urge all of us 
to support our local Patriot Newspaper and 
all of the people and businesses whose ad-
vertising dollars keep it in circulation.   It is 
our voice in our community.  Let’s work 

together to keep it alive and well.    
Chris Klippen 
Clear Lake

TO THE EDITOR:
Last week the Patriot’s editor published 
an apology for not adhering to the paper’s 
self-imposed rule to not publish letters to 
the editors regarding elections within one 
week of that election. The editor’s mistake 
was not a  violation of any state law or reg-
ulation. It was an inadvertent oversight that 
did not result in any harm to the successful 
outcome of the Becker bond referendum. 
After the referendum an executive of the 
Becker Education Association spoke to 
the School Board during its November 
meeting. He called the editor’s inadvertent 
oversight “malicious” and demanded that 
the school’s contract with the newspaper 
be cancelled. This type of “cancel culture” 
ultimatum has no place in our community, 
nor in the administration of our schools. A 
mistake was made and acknowledged. That 
should be it. The Patriot is an important 
partner in our community. Significantly, it 
offers an opportunity for community input, 
for instance, with submitted articles and 
LTEs. The content of LTEs permits “the 
little guy” who cannot afford an expensive 
ad to let his opinion about important com-
munity activities be known. Responses to 
LTEs can offer corrective information or a 
different view. This is the true essence of 
our First Amendment freedom of speech. 
I appreciate the paper for giving us that 
opportunity and urge our community and 
school to continue to support it.
Betsy Armstrong
Becker, Mn

Letters To The Editor

Editorials/Opinions
DFL’s Radical Policy Changes Hurt

(Editor’s Note: The fol-
lowing column was submitted 
by Rep. Tom Emmer.)

This week, House 
Democrats aim to pass 
another multi-TRIL-
LION-dollar spending bill. 
This will be the third bill 
they’ve passed in the last 
11 months, each authoriz-
ing more than $1+ trillion 
in new spending. The cur-
rent “reconciliation” bill 
under consideration this 
week will overwhelm fu-
ture generations with debt 
and codify enormous social 
programs threatening to 
change the size and scope 
of our government forever.

With inflation at the 
highest rate in more than 
three decades and prices on 
everything from gas to food 
skyrocketing, the Demo-
crats’ policies will further 
flood the economy with 
federal dollars and continue 
to drive up inflation at the 
worst possible time.

To that end, even as 
Americans struggle to af-
ford everyday items, Pres-
ident Biden and Speaker 
Pelosi’s tax and spend plan 
is expected to result in 
$1.476 trillion in tax hikes 
– the largest in American 
history. Taxpayers at every 
income level will feel the 
impact of these increases, 
and many of our businesses 
on Main Street – the ones 
responsible for driving our 
economic recovery – will 
be hit the hardest.

In addition to rising 
prices on household items, 
this $1.75 trillion bill will 
advance policies making 
it more costly to heat our 
homes this winter. Pro-
posed tax increases on nat-
ural gas will further strain 
Minnesotans’ budgets. 
Democrats are jettisoning 
an all-of-the-above energy 
strategy in the Build Back 
Better Act for out-of-touch 
energy investments, in-
creasing consumer energy 
costs and putting our long-
term energy security at risk.

I have and will con-
tinue to oppose these provi-
sions that seek to make life 
more costly and more chal-
lenging for Minnesotans 
throughout the Sixth Dis-
trict. Unfortunately, these 
efforts are only the begin-
ning of the radical policy 
changes House Democrats 
are pursuing. We have a 
long way to go, but we 
will stand strong against 
changes that will funda-
mentally alter the course 
of our nation and limit the 

opportunity of future gen-
erations.  

National Rural 
Mental Health Day 
Last Thursday was Na-

tional Rural Health Day. 
In honor of this important 
event, I will be introducing 
a resolution to recognize 
this important issue. This 
resolution specifically ex-
presses support for the des-
ignation of November 18, 
2021, as “National Rural 
Mental Health Day.” 

As a former member 
of the House Agriculture 
Committee, I learned first-
hand about the need to 
support our farmers and 
rural communities in Con-
gress. Early in my time in 
Congress, I authored the 
Stemming the Tide of Rural 
Economic Stress and Sui-
cide (STRESS) Act which 
provides farmers with ad-
ditional mental health re-
sources. This effort has 
resulted in millions of dol-
lars issued for programs to 
address rural mental health 
access.

The STRESS Act 
funded the Farm and Ranch 
Stress Assistance Network 
(FRSAN) to give states 
vital resources to provide 
mental health services for 
farmers, ranchers, and rural 
communities. Suicides 
within agricultural and 
rural communities began to 
rise due to a lack of mental 
health care and work-re-
lated stress. They have suf-
fered in silence for far too 
long, but help is on the way.

Recently, the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture 
(USDA) announced a grant 
of $500,000 that will be is-
sued to the Minnesota De-
partment of Agriculture’s 
Bend, Don’t Break Project. 
This project aims to con-
nect farmers and rural Min-
nesotans with resources to 
help reduce stress, anxiety, 
and crisis situations. The 
program supports mental 
health counseling, farm ad-
vocates, marriage retreats, 
and a 24/7 Farm & Rural 
Helpline.

Celebrating National 
Adoption Month 
As the father of seven, 

I consider it my biggest 
fortune in life to be a fa-
ther and watch my children 
grow into amazing individ-
uals.

Unfortunately, not ev-
eryone is as lucky as our 
family. There are indi-
viduals across this nation 
struggling to complete their 
family and many children 
hoping to become a part of 
one.

That is why for Na-
tional Adoption Awareness 
Month, I want to emphasize 
the importance of adoption 
and those who choose their 
forever families. During my 
time in Congress, I have 
had the chance to meet with 
many families who have 
successfully adopted chil-
dren, and I hear all about 
their inspiring fights for 
family. 

One shining example is 
the Molitors, who received 
an Angels in Adoption 
Award in 2016. While I see 
stories across our district of 
outstanding Minnesotans 
seeking their forever fam-
ily, I often think of Justine, 
who was desperately trying 
to adopt her daughter Eida 
despite multiple barriers. 
My caseworkers stepped in 
to help complete the pro-
cess alongside her. 

Last year, I announced 
the honorees of the 2020 
Angels in Adoption Award 
from Minnesota’s Sixth 
Congressional District, 
Markus and Sarah Yager. 
The Yagers were honored 
for their enduring fight and 
sacrifices to adopt their 
daughter, Olivia. 

My office is proud to 
assist in uniting these fami-
lies during National Adop-
tion Month and throughout 
the year. Our team is 
equipped to assist individu-
als working to adopt a child 
from overseas. If you are in 
need of assistance, please 
contact my casework team 
or call my district office at 
763-241-6848.

You can help as well! 
If you’re interested, you 
can raise awareness about 
the benefits of adoption, 
specifically for those chil-
dren in foster care waiting 
for a permanent and loving 
family. Mark your calendar 
for National Adoption Day, 
November 20, help spread 
the word!

By Congressman 
Tom Emmer

I Lost my Shadow
I lost my shadow last 

month and my heart is bro-
ken. Two weeks shy of his 
18th birthday, we had to 
bring our dog Max in to be 
put to sleep after he suffered 
what we think was a stroke. 

He came into our lives 
one December afternoon 
when the kids and I were 
making Christmas cook-
ies. My husband came in 
the house and unzipped his 
coat to reveal a small spot-
ted puppy with big brown 
eyes. He was supposed to be 
a surprise for our daughter 
Michalee, however we found 
out later that she secretly 
wanted a bunny 
instead.

T h a t 
t u r n e d 
out to be 
a good 
t h i n g , 
as Max 
chose me 
as his per-
son and was 
glued to my heels 
every step I made. He’d even 
go through our invisible 
fencing if I was on the other 
side of it, yelping as he did 
so. He wasn’t a big fan of 
water, but one day I was on 
a paddleboat, and he jumped 
off the dock and swam out, 
desperate to get to me. Once 
I walked around our kitchen 
table 10 times with him right 
next to me the entire time to 
prove to my dad he’d follow 
me anywhere.

A Jack Russell Terrier, 
Max was the smartest dog 
I’ve ever had. He taught him-
self to whine at the door to go 
outside just two weeks after 
we got him as a puppy. Then 
he learned to jump up and 
open the front door by hitting 
his chin on the handle. Un-
fortunately he never taught 
himself to shut the door after 
he came in. 

Max was also the most 
stubborn dog I’ve ever had. 
Nothing would stop him. 
Food would disappear off 

our counters when we 
were gone. We knew 

it had to be him but 
couldn’t figure out 
how he was getting 
up there until one 
day I left for work 
but forgot some-

thing and had to 
come back. I caught 

him pushing a chair 
away from the table. He 

was moving furniture around 
to use as a step stool.

He would eat anything 
he could get his paws on, 
especially candy. The first 
time he ate an entire bag of 
chocolate he threw up and 
then shook for three days. He 
must have built up a tolerance 
because he never had any 
problems after that. He’d just 
throw up the candy wrappers 
and go on with his life.

One Valentine’s Day I’d 
wrapped up gifts for my niece 
and nephew and tied Toot-
sie Pops in with the bows. I 
came home to find the pres-
ents exactly as I’d left them 
but missing the suckers. Max 
would always bring things he 
wasn’t supposed to eat under 
the bed, and sure enough, 
when I looked there were the 
wrappers. Once he got into 
the closet where I’d hidden all 

the kids’ Easter basket candy 
and ate everything three days 
before Easter.

He never had the best 
eyesight, but his sense of 
hearing was acute. All I had 
to do was shift in the chair 
I was sitting in, and he’d be 
awake and at my feet, wait-
ing to follow me wherever I 
might be headed. I don’t think 
he had a full night’s sleep 
until he became nearly deaf 
last year.

When Max first came to 
us we had another dog that 
would “chase” cars, running 
back and forth along the edge 
of our property line. After 
watching for a few days Max 
took over the job. As it was 
an ongoing job he eventually 
ran a dirt path along his route 
and we became known as the 
house with the car chasing 
dog.

As a puppy he was short 
haired, through most of his 
years he had a mohawk of 
wiry hair, and during the last 
few years the wiry hair started 
taking over his entire body. 
By the time he passed away 
his eyebrow hairs were over 
2” long.

He didn’t really start 
showing his age until he was 
around 15, and this summer 
it was obvious that he was 
getting tired. But of course 
he was too stubborn to pass 
away in his sleep. My daugh-
ter Brenna told me he’s jump-
ing around in heaven waiting 
for me and bothering every-
one, “Is she here yet? Is she 
here yet? Is she here yet?”

All of us who love ani-
mals know how much it hurts 
to lose a pet, but there always 
seems to be one that’s harder 
to lose than the rest. Max was 
that one for me. Stubborn, an-
noying, and loyal, there will 
never be another like him.

By Penny Leuthard, 
Contributing Writer

Energy Policies Ecacerbate Inflation
(Editor’s Note: The fol-

lowing column was submitted 
by Rep. Shane Mekeland.)

The cost of just about 
everything is on the rise 
these days with inflation 
acting as a tax, nickel by 
nickel leaving us with less 
money from paycheck to 
paycheck.

This only underscores 
the importance of maintain-
ing a diverse power grid to 
deliver affordable, reliable 
energy to Minnesotans.

Reports forecast U.S. 
winter natural gas bills 
will be 30% higher than 
last winter. On top of that, 
major utility providers in 
Minnesota are seeking to 
raise our rates by around 20 
percent.

Meanwhile, Presi-
dent Biden canceled the 
Keystone Pipeline and has 
moved to end oil and gas 
leases on federal land. He 
also reached an agreement 
with Germany that allows 
a controversial Russian 
natural-gas pipeline to be 
completed and is pleading 
with OPEC nations to pro-
duce more oil, destroying 
thousands of well-paying 
American jobs and ship-
ping profits to adversarial 
nations.

At least extremists who 
sought to derail the Line 3 
replacement project here in 
Minnesota have been un-
successful.

Our demand for natural 
gas and oil has rebounded 
from the pandemic much 
more quickly than supply, 
but this is not because en-
ergy producers won’t step 
up. Again, bureaucrats 
have publicly discouraged 
investment in U.S. natural 
gas and oil while unsuc-
cessfully asking other na-
tions to raise supply.

As a result of these and 

other factors, supply hasn’t 
kept pace with demand, 
contributing to increased 
gasoline and natural gas 
prices. Today’s inadequate 
energy supply puts addi-
tional strain on individual 
households, erodes con-
sumers’ broader purchasing 
power and threatens jobs. It 
also stifles our larger eco-
nomic recovery, potentially 
contributing to higher infla-
tion.

We should do every-
thing we can to steady the 
situation. That starts with 
shifting the focus away 
from tax increases and to-
ward leadership on energy. 
Look at North Dakota, 
which not only has the mas-
sive Bakken Formation oil 
reserve, but also is leading 
the way on market-driven 
advancements in clean en-
ergy production through 
Minnkota Power Coopera-
tive’s Project Tundra car-
bon-capture project.

Project Tundra is a cen-
terpiece of North Dakota’s 
ambitious goal of becom-
ing carbon neutral by 2030. 
The project is designed to 
capture CO2 on site and 
permanently store it more 
than a mile underground in 
a geologic formation. Re-
ports indicate it is designed 
to capture 90 percent of the 
CO2 produced from either 

unit at the Milton R. Young 
Station located near Center, 
N.D. – the equivalent to 
taking 800,000 gasoline-fu-
eled vehicles off the road.

These advancements 
in energy research and 
development are estab-
lishing North Dakota as a 
worldwide leader in this 
field, helping to help meet 
ever-increasing energy 
demands through an all-
of-the-above approach to 
producing clean power.

Meanwhile, we are 
taking a vastly different 
approach here in Minne-
sota. Instead of harnessing 
the power of innovation, 
the focus too often centers 
on top-down bureaucracy. 
For example, our governor 
is forcing electric cars onto 
our marketplace and mem-
bers of the House majority 
are pushing to repeal bipar-
tisan legislation enacted to 
construct a natural-gas fired 
power plant in Becker in 
the wake of coal shutdowns 
at Sherco.

We need policies that 
support safe and respon-
sible American energy 
production. This includes 
access to reserves, timely 
infrastructure approvals 
and sensible oil and gas 
permitting. Natural gas and 
oil are critically important 
to us today and will remain 
so tomorrow, so let’s estab-
lish some certainty.

“Buy local” is a phrase 
that we should apply to en-
ergy production, putting 
Americans to work tapping 
into our own massive re-
sources. It would boost our 
economy and reduce – or 
even altogether eliminate 
– our dependence on for-
eign oil, all while providing 
more well-paying jobs as 
people call for increased 
wages.

By Rep. 
Shane Mekeland
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remembered seeing ads in in the past 
month and how they reacted to them. 

Despite all the attention that digital 
media receives, wealthy participants 
were far more likely to use printed 
newspapers than any other media 
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NOW
HIRING

Apply at: 24614 US Hwy 71, Belgrade, MN 56312  
Email your resume to hiring@bayerbuilt.com

Bayer Built  
Woodworks, Inc., providing  
quality product and unparalleled service to 900  
dealers throughout the Midwest, is looking to fill the 
following positions:

• Route Drivers

Competitive pay and benefits, a  
positive and clean work environment, 
and opportunities to advance your  
career with a local company that 
continues to grow. 

$10,000  

Sign On Bonus

• OTR Drivers

BayerBuilt 09.18.21.indd   1BayerBuilt 09.18.21.indd   1 9/14/21   2:55 PM9/14/21   2:55 PM

The wellstead of rogers & 
diamondcrest senior living

Now hiring for the following 
positions (FT & PT openings):
• LPN
• Resident Asst.
• Laundry Worker
• Housekeeping

• Cook
• Server
• Activities

Benefits available: Health, Dental, 
Vision, Life, 401K, PTO, Tuition 
Reimbursement

20600 S. Diamond Lake Rd., Rogers

Stop by or visit WELLSTEADOFROGERS.COM

All employees are required to be vaccinated against COVID-19

Options Inc. is hiring!
Supporting adults with disabilities!

We are looking to fill the following position:

Job Coach
Daytime hours M-F
Competetive Salary, Vacation.
Exceptional Benefits Including

FREE Employee Dental and Life Insurance
Apply today at: www.options-inc.org/career

Options, Inc. (EOE)

Apply in person, 1 mile east of Becker, 
137th left, 1/8 mile on left. 612-747-0163    

NOW HIRING!
KASOWSKI GROUP

• FT FARM LABOR
• FT EQUIPMENT OPERATOR • FT FARM MECHANIC

v 

 

Cargill is one of the largest, most diverse and most successful food companies in the world, 
and our purpose is to nourish the world in a safe, responsible and sustainable way. We 
prioritize our employees’ health and well-being, who are essential to the food supply chain. 
Our broad scale and scope allow you to take your career anywhere you’d like; providing you 
with new opportunities for you to grow, develop and make an impact on the future of our 
business. Choose Cargill and take your opportunity to thrive! 
 

Cargill is NOW HIRING 
Production Employees in 
Monticello and Big Lake! 

 

 

 
Propel your  
career.  
Embrace new 
opportunities. 
Achieve great 
things.  

 

Compensation 
& Benefits: 

 

$1,500 Sign-On Bonus! 
Starting Pay:  
1st Shift – $17.25+ /hour  
2nd Shift – $19.25+ /hour 
3rd Shift – $20.80+ /hour 
 

Health Insurance (Medical, Dental & Vision)  
Paid Vacation Time & Holidays 
On-The-Job Training 
Overtime Potential 
Tuition Reimbursement 
Career Development Opportunities 
401(k) With Company Match 
Life Insurance & Short-Term Disability 
 

Cargill is an Equal Opportunity Employer, including Disability/Vet. 

Apply Online Today! 
 

 

Visit: careers.cargill.com/Monticello-mn  or   careers.cargill.com/Biglake-mn     
 

Scan the QR 
code with your 
smart device 
to apply!                                                            

NOW 
HIRING!

320-251-1038
expresspros.com/stcloudmn

- press operators – 
  1, 2, &3 shifts
- pick & pack
- assembly
- forklift operators
- general labor
- truss assembler
- customer service
- CNC

Check out our 
express jobs 

app today!

Apply today for:

New Pay 
RateS for 

2021

click, call, or text 
to learn more!

The City of Clearwater is seeking applicants for the 
position of Fire Chief to fill the vacancy created by 
the retirement of the current Chief.  This position 
leads the city’s paid-on-call Fire & Rescue Service 
in addition to other emergency management duties.  
Please review the job description for duties and 

qualifications.

The position is paid-on-call and includes an ad-
ditional annual stipend for performing the Chief’s 
duties.  Employment is contingent upon meeting 
job eligibility requirements, including a full back-

ground check.

To apply, please submit a completed city application 
along with veterans’ preference documentation, if 
applicable, to:  City of Clearwater, PO Box 9, Clear-
water, MN 55320 or Email to asmythe@clearwater-
city.com.  Applications can be obtained by visiting 
www.clearwatercity.com or by contacting city hall at 
(320) 558-2428.  Applications must be received no 

later than 4:30 p.m. on November 30, 2021.

City of Clearwater is an EEO/AA employer.

CITY OF CLEARWATER
POSITION POSTING

FIRE CHIEF

8360 State Highway 10
Clear Lake, MN 55319

An Equal Opportunity Employer

Looking to join a team of fun, hardworking and caring 
people? Lakes Gas is hiring! This full-time position 
offers a variety of duties. Must possess or obtain 

a Class B-CDL (willing to train). Tanker and HazMat 
endorsements required. Must have a good driving 

record and pass DOT physical and drug screen. Skills 
test will be given. Competitive wages offered. 

Apply at: 
www.lakesgas.com/about-us/join-our-team/

DRIVER/SERVICE

 

     

NOWAHIRING 

 

Compe//ve Wages + Over/me + Quarterly Bonuses + Benefits including PTO, Medical, 
Dental, Vision, Life, Disability Insurances, Tui/on Assistance & more!!! 

Apply online at: libertydiversified.com/careers/  

Production Technicians

$25.21/hr. + Shift Differential 

PLUS, Quarterly Bonuses

E&I Maintenance Technician

   $33 - $36/hr. DOQ & Experience   

PLUS, Quarterly Bonuses

FT Caregivers - All Shifts

Make a difference for 
individuals with 
disabilities as a DSP

Search jobs and apply online at:
sevitahealth.com

Call Erica for more information: 763-913-7486
SevitaHealth.com

NOW HIRING for Big Lake, 
Buffalo & surrounding area sites 

To apply online visit:
www.divinehouse.org or call (320) 231-2738

328 SW 5th Street, Willmar, MN 56201

Starting pay $14 and up for awake hours FT & PT with
afternoon/evening shifts. Asleep overnights $10.08/hr. Experience working 
with people with disabilities or background in medical field and supervisory 

experience helpful but not necessary. 

We believe that all people have the right to live and work in an environment which provides them 
with pride, self-respect, friendships, and the opportunity to achieve success while realizing that 
success is defined differently for everyone. We feel that our job is to offer friendship, security, 

and guidance to those we serve.
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Heavy Equipment 
Auction 

Pre-Bidding Now  
Live Online Only 

Wed, Dec 1st- 8am 
Viewing by 

Appointment 
Jct MN Hwys 95 & 25 

Call Col Ray Henry  
Lic 5-17-011

Get your ad in 
the Patriot today! 

763.275.0275

Area News

Employment

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

763-262-2889

www.jeddelohsnyder.com

• Family Law
• Real Estate
• Business Planning
• Business Litigation
• Wills & Trusts
• Estate Planning
• Guardianships

101 Jefferson Blvd.
Big Lake

BUSINESS & PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICES  DIRECTORY

935 Clearwater Professional Building
(320) 558-2201

Tues: 9-5 • Wed: 8:30 - 4:30 • Fri: 8:30 - 2
ALSO: 1500 Northway Drive, St. Cloud

Member of American 
Academy of Dental 

Group Practice

“A Reason 
to Smile!”

Jeff Flemming, DDS
Brent Deragisch, DDS

DentalAttorneys
PETERSON - 

GRIMSMO
FUNERAL CHAPEL

Serving your 
community since 1933

250 East Broadway
Monticello, MN 55362

763-295-2918
Our family serving yours!

Funeral

• Septic Systems • Demolition • Foundation & Basement Digging • Tree & Stump Removal 
• Ditching • Dozing • Driveways • Building Pads • Tiling • Water & Power Line Digging 

• Trucking • Food Plots • Hunting Land Establishment • 54’ Telescopic Lift Work • Will Travel

ImholteExcavationAndTrucking@Yahoo.com   Licensed, Bonded and Insured

Excavation

Auctions
2-ESTATE & CONSIGNMENT AUCTIONS

THIS IS A PARTIAL LISTING: view more at: 
www.midwestauctions.com/sharer
BP & MN sales tax applies. 
Keith Sharer Auction Service

320-267-1963

WEDNESDAY, NOV. 24, 2021 @ 4:00 PM
3825 Shadowood Dr. NE.Sauk Rapids,MN

Directions: St. Cloud, E. on Hwy 23 Left 0n 40th  (Follow Signs)

SUNDAY, NOV. 28, 2021 @ 11:00 AM
3825 Shadowood Dr. NE.Sauk Rapids,MN

Directions: St. Cloud, E. on Hwy 23 Left 0n 40th  (Follow Signs)

ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES, HOUSEHOLD: FURNITURE, 
OUTDOOR, SHOP, TOOLS, NEW FISHING EQUIPMENT
Now taking antiques and collectibles for annual New Year’s Day Auction  

Bar

Tuesday Nights 6:30
$500 in 54 Numbers

Proceeds for St. Lawrence Church
10915 Duelm Rd NE, Foley

License #01080

11025 Duelm
Road NE,

Foley, MN

We have ETABS

Quality Building Supplies 
at Affordable Prices

Since 1975

BOOK YOUR ORDER!

Call for a FREE estimate
117th Ave., Milaca

(north end of Milaca off Central Ave)

BUILDING
$PECIAL$

320-983-6304 • 1-800-818-1846

LATCHAM-LIND LUMBER &
POST FRAME BUILDINGS

Tuesday, Nov. 30, 2021
2-7 p.m. Country Inn Suites
6554 Lamplight Dr.
Albertville, mn 55301
Call Erica for more info: 763-913-7486

Get hired on the 
spot & start 
training the 
next day

on-the-spot interviews

flexible/consistent hours

paid training

referral bonuses

comprehensive benefits

✓

✓

✓
✓

✓

Enter our 
raffle for 
a 55” Smart 

TV when 
you submit 

application

Sevitahealth.com

sevitahealth.com

CASHIER/DELI  ASSOCIATE

Deli Plus
BECKER

Come join our Spectacular Team!

Shell

APPLY IN 

PERSON!

Part time morning shifts. 
4am-12 noon weekdays, 5:30am-2pm Sat. & Sun. 

Includes every other weekend. 
Must be 18 years or older. We welcome retirees.

Make A Difference
The Clear Lake Fire Dept. is looking for
 dedicated people who want to make a 

difference in their community.
The Clear Lake Fire Dept. is very involved in 
their community; the department is made up of 
men and women. Applicants must be willing to 
be trained by both First Response and Fire Fight-
ing. Applicants must be 18 years of age, willing to 
take a physical, pass a background check.
If interested contact City Hall for questions or to 

pick up an application. (320)743-3111 or an
application online on our website 
www.clearlakemn.govoffice2.com

Clear Lake Fire & Rescue provides services to the City 
of Clear Lake, Clear Lake & Palmer Townships.

All applicants must be received at Clear Lake 
City Hall no later than December 6, 2021.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES 

 Direct Support Staff 
 Operations Program Director 
 Mental Health Specialist 
 Mental Health Program Director 

 
Dungarvin has Residential Homes across the St. Cloud Area with 
positions are available in Foley, Monticello, Clear Lake and Sauk 

Rapids! 
 

We have weekly hiring events! 
 

Not from Around here? We have opportunities across MN from Grand Rapids to 
Rochester along with 13 other states.  Visit our career page to find out more about 

positions close to you ! 

Do you desire to makes someone smile 
each day?   

Do you have a passion to engage others ?  
Are you searching for purposeful work 
with opportunities to grow within the 

company?   

Join Our Team! 
Take the first step towards enjoying your journey! 
Apply online today: www.dungarvincareers.com 

 
   
651-699-6050 
 
  www.facebook.com/dungarvin 
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Rochester along with 13 other states.  Visit our career page to find out more about 
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Do you desire to makes someone smile 
each day?   

Do you have a passion to engage others ?  
Are you searching for purposeful work 
with opportunities to grow within the 

company?   

Join Our Team! 
Take the first step towards enjoying your journey! 
Apply online today: www.dungarvincareers.com 

 
   
651-699-6050 
 
  www.facebook.com/dungarvin 

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
• Direct Support Staff
• Mental Health Specialist
...plus many other opportunities!

Dungarvin has Residential Homes across the St. 
Cloud Area with positions available in Foley, 

Monticello, Clear Lake and Sauk Rapids!
Not from around here? We have opportunities 
across MN from Grand Rapids to Rochester 

along with 13 other states. Visit our career page 
to find out more about positions close to you!

Join Our Team!
Take the first step towards enjoying your 

journey!Apply online today: 
www.dungarvincareers.com

651-699-6050
www.facebook.com/dungarvin

NOW HIRING
•• RESTAURANT/

FOOD COURT SUPERVISORS FT & PT 
Flexible Scheduling 

• FOOD COURT MANAGER – FT
Flexible Scheduling 

· SANDWICH & PIZZA CREATORS –  FT/PT
M-F Days - or evenings & weekends

· OVERNIGHT CASHIERS – FT & PT

Days or evenings & weekends

· CATERING ASSISTANTS – PT
Flexible Schedule

Employees enjoy benefits of food, gas, and gift shop discounts. 
We also offer options of medical, dental, company matching 401K, 

and paid time off. Come join a great team!

Candidates can apply in-person or online 
stacis@clearwatertravelplaza.com 
www.clearwatertravelplaza.com

320-558-2261

I-94 & Hwy 24, Clearwater, MN

· BAKERY PRODUCTION – PT & FT

· WEEKEND CUSTODIAN – PT

· DISHWASHERS – FT & PT

NOW HIRING
•• RESTAURANT/

FOOD COURT SUPERVISORS FT & PT 
Flexible Scheduling 

• FOOD COURT MANAGER – FT
Flexible Scheduling 

· SANDWICH & PIZZA CREATORS –  FT/PT
M-F Days - or evenings & weekends

· OVERNIGHT CASHIERS – FT & PT

Days or evenings & weekends

· CATERING ASSISTANTS – PT
Flexible Schedule

Employees enjoy benefits of food, gas, and gift shop discounts. 
We also offer options of medical, dental, company matching 401K, 

and paid time off. Come join a great team!

Candidates can apply in-person or online 
stacis@clearwatertravelplaza.com 
www.clearwatertravelplaza.com

320-558-2261

I-94 & Hwy 24, Clearwater, MN

· BAKERY PRODUCTION – PT & FT

· WEEKEND CUSTODIAN – PT

· DISHWASHERS – FT & PT

• M-F Day Pizza Creators • Gas Station 
Cashiers • Quick Foods Cooks • Prep & 

Line Cooks • Food Court Cashiers 
• Restaurant Hosts • Restaurant/Food 
Court Supervisor • Bakery Production

By Katherine Cantin,
Staff Writer
Reporter.Katie@PatriotNewsMN.com

In light of a couple of recent inci-
dents of mail theft in the Becker area, 
including one incident in which a 
suspect was apprehended after police 
used a search warrant to find stolen 
mail in the individual’s home, Gordy 
Stanoch, postmaster at the Becker post 
office, wished to share some tips for 
keeping mail safe. Stanoch advised 
citizens to check their mail every day, 
and to report any suspicious vehicles 
they might see. 

The Becker Police and the County 
Sheriff’s Office continue to be reliable 
resources for anyone who wishes to 
report a crime or a suspicious vehicle. 

“The Becker Police Dept. is very 
proactive,” Stanoch stated. 

Chief Brent Baloun of the BPD 
stated, “[We] continue to watch 
for suspicious activity to lead us to 
believe someone is stealing mail.  
We currently have charges pend-
ing with Sherburne County Courts 
against someone for stealing mail 
in the City of Becker after an in-
vestigation and search warrant ear-
lier this fall.  In that case, a search 
warrant at a residence produced 
numerous pieces of mail, including 
checks and credit cards.  The per-
son was arrested for the thefts and 
working through the court process.  
We continue to ask residents to re-
port suspicious activity and gather 
as much information on what they 
see to help us apprehend those re-
sponsible.”

Becker postmaster offers 
advice on avoiding mail theft
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Area News/Sports
Be a Patriot Page 

Sponsor! Call 
763.275.0275 to 
secure your ad

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Appreciative of our 
local newspaper! 

We proudly support 
our communities

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Mon. - Thu., 9am-5pm; Fri. 9am-1pm

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Call us for 
your business 

insurance needs.

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Mon. - Thu., 9am-5pm; Fri. 9am-1pm

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Bundled options 
available, call today 

for your quote.

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Mon. - Thu., 9am-5pm; Fri. 9am-1pm

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Life insurance, make 
sure you have the 
right protection.

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Mon. - Thu., 9am-5pm; Fri. 9am-1pm

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Do you own a boat, 
ATV, motorcycle or 
RV? Call today for a 

free quote.

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Mon. - Thu., 9am-5pm; Fri. 9am-1pm

PROUD SPONSOR
OF THE 

NEWSPAPER,
EVENTS, ACTIVITIES

AND BUSINESSES
IN OUR LOCAL

COMMUNITIES!

763-262-5850
tjpottertrucking.com

Grateful for our 
community newspaper 

and all the events 
covered in our 

surrounding areas!

612.298.3608
Sarawaytashek 

@edinarealty.com

Good Luck Athletes!

Proudly 
serving the 

communities of 
Becker, 

Big Lake, 
Clear Lake and 

Clearwater!
We appreciate 

your 
business and 
readership!

By Bill Morgan, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

Eight Becker cross country 
girls and one boy traveled to Sioux 
Falls to participate in the Nike 
Heartland Regional race that took 
place last Sunday.

Tyson Ricker ran in the open 
boys event and a team of girls — 
including Lexi Rose, Tasha Ber-
thiaume, Ella McDonald, Olivia 
Babler, Bella Duncombe, Natalie 
Trenz, Katelyn Brower and Brook-
lyn Karel  — ran in the open girls 
event.

As a team the girls placed fifth 
out of 97 teams with 843 runners. 
There were teams from states in-
cluding Minnesota, Wisconsin, 

Iowa, North Dakota, South Da-
kota, and Kansas. 

Ricker Placed 62nd out 
of 1247 runners with a time of 
16:42.4. Boys teams from Monti-
cello and Big Lake took third and 
fourth.

“The girls had some great 
times on a nice course,” said girls 
head coach Trish Kealy. 

Lexi Rose ran 19:16.0 for 
21st and won a t-shirt for her ef-
forts. Ella McDonald was 24th 
at 19:18.9, Olivia Babler 66th at 
19:50.1, Bella Duncombe 159th at 
20:41.8, Brooklyn Karel 183rd at 
20:51.2, Tasha Berthuiaume 214th 
at 21:02.1, Katelyn Brower 471st 
at 22:14.0 and Natalie Trenz 458th 
at 22:33.1. 

SEVEN OF THE EIGHT GIRLS who ran in the Nike Regionals in South Dakota posed for a photo during the 
event. (Submitted Photo).

Bulldog CC runners compete in Sioux Falls

By Bill Morgan, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

UMC Machining in 
Monticello held a private  
celebration on Veterans Day 
with a special flag-raising 
ceremony outside their main 
entrance to honor their em-
ployees who are veterans. 

A team of veterans 

helped raise a 40-ft. x 80-ft. 
flag to the top of their new 
165-ft flagpole that was re-
cently installed as part of their 
Armstrong expansion proj-
ect. The veterans were also 
presented with special coins 
as a symbol of appreciation. 

UMC CEO, Don To-
mann, addressed the group 
of veterans on behalf of the 
company saying, “Words 
cannot always express the 
gratitude we have for those 
who go beyond. For those 
who demonstrate true grit 
and integrity. We are fortu-
nate here at UMC to have 
employees who exhibit those 
qualities every day. Not only 
here in the present, but in 
their past lives as members of 
our Armed Forces. As a small 
token of our appreciation for 
those who served, we have a 
small gift to symbolize our 
gratitude for your services 
(coins handed out). We ap-
preciate all you have done 
and continue to do.” 

UMC is a family-owned 
business of machining that 
has been around since 1968. 
UMC’s initiative is to ad-
vance precision manufac-
turing with technology and 
automation while providing 
more engaging, high-value 
jobs for employees.

In April of this year, 
the company held a ground-
breaking ceremony for the 
company’s new 60,000 
square foot expansion, con-
necting to the existing 72,000 
square foot UMC headquar-
ters located at 500 Chelsea 
Road in Monticello.

Why such a big flag/
flagpole?

Tomann answered by 
saying, “We had a little fun 
with that. It all came from 
when I learned someone in 
St. Cloud had put up a 160-ft. 
flag pole. One of the tallest in 
the state. I consider myself a 
patriot though I never got the 
chance to serve our country in 
the armed forces. I was taught 
reverence for our flag and the 
people who have served and 
I wanted to show my appre-
ciation. To go to 165-ft., that 
hopefully will encourage 
someone else to go 170-ft. 
and fill the state with these 
tall flag poles. Wouldn’t that 
be great?”

Tomann has several em-
ployees at his business who 
are veterans. One of them is 
a relatively newer employee 
named Jonathan Garcia, an 
eight-year veteran of the U.S. 
Marine Corps.

Garcia came to UMC 
after finishing up his mili-
tary service in 2015. Garcia 
was studying mechanical 
engineering at SCSU and 
approached UMC with a pre-
sentation and asked them for 
their support and a possible 
donation to their program. 
Tomann knew immediately 
this young man was someone 

special.
“I knew I was going to 

hire Jonathan the moment he 
visited us on the school proj-
ect,” said Tomann. He just 
had that caliber about him 
and maturity. We try and hire 
good people and there are a 
lot of values that are taught 
in the armed forces that we 
appreciate.”

Garcia was also im-
pressed with the company 
and its owner.

“The moment I walked 
in, I noticed the bright build-
ing, the big windows and I 
knew I wanted to be a part 
of this organization,” Garcia 
said. “They offered me a po-
sition as an intern and I hum-
bly accepted and ever since 
then it’s been nothing but the 
best learning experience.”

Garcia says the expe-
rience in the Marines has 
given him a unique set of 
skills and talents he can bring 
to the job.

“Camaraderie is some-
thing important I learned 
while in the Marines,” he 
said. “It’s a unique ability for 
us to make uncomfortable 
sacrifices to better the orga-
nizations we work for. That 
camaraderie helps us work 
together and work hard to 
bring the organization to the 
next level.”

Garcia joined the Ma-
rines,  not for personal gain 
or making himself better,  
but to be a part of the story 
that’s being told everyday.

“I wanted to be part of 
the story that’s been told 
about the greatest men who 
have ever lived, like Dan 
Daly (Daniel Joseph Daly 
was a United States Marine 
and one of 19 men to have 
received the Medal of Honor 
twice), Chesty Puller (Lewis 
Burwell “Chesty” Puller 
is the most decorated Ma-
rine in American history), 
Sgt. Dakota Meyer (Dakota 
Louis Meyer was awarded 
the Medal of Honor for his 
actions during the Battle of 
Ganjgal on September 8, 
2009, in Kunar Province, Af-
ghanistan. Meyer is the sec-
ond-youngest living Medal 
of Honor recipient) and the 
six Marines who raised the 
flag atop Mount Suribachi 
(during the Battle of Iwo 
Jima).”

“To be a part of that 
brotherhood and to add to 
that story is something I felt 
passionate about,” he contin-
ued. “I had to be a part of it.”

Garcia was ever so 
grateful his company and 
bosses decided to do some-
thing extra special on Vet-
eran’s Day this year. He 
believes it is so important 
to continue to recognize and 
appreciate those who have 
served and are serving in the 
armed forces.

“This kind of thing 
(flag raising) is a reminder of 
where we came from, what 
it took for us to get here, all 
the sacrifices that had to be 
made and the countless lives 
that were paid in order to get 
us all here,” Garcia said. “It 
is important that we continue 
to recognize that so those in-
dividuals who have sacrificed 
so much don’t die in vain.”

UMC in Monticello makes Veteran’s Day special

UMC CEO DON TOMANN addressed the 
crowd that gathered around the flag pole 
Thursday afternoon. He gave a stirring speech, 
thanked the veterans and his employees and 
had the veterans attach and release the gi-
gantic flag to the winds. (Patriot Photo by Bill 
Morgan).

VETERANS WHO WORK AT UMC IN MONTICELLO helped raise this 40x80 foot 
flag on the 165-foot flag pole outside the organization’s offices last Thursday. 
(Patriot Photo by Bill Morgan).

At 8:10 as the school 
day began, the school 
asked veterans to raise the 
flag outside of the school. 
After this, the vets went on 
a parade through the high 
school and down to the 
middle school for a presen-
tation.

BECKER VETS from page 1
KEN GATES was all smiles as he 

grabbed a plate of food at Becker High 
School’s Veterans Breakfast. (Photo by 
Katherine Cantin.)
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By Bill Morgan, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

The Becker Bulldogs 
boys and girls cross coun-
try teams wrapped up their 
seasons and they celebrated 
with a shared awards night 
for the teams last weekend. 

The Becker boys and 
girls team worked in col-
laboration to recognize 
many of the great accom-
plishments from the season 
up to that point in the year 
with anticipation for a suc-
cessful state weekend.  

“It was an enjoyable 
night of gathering in order 
to reflect on happenings 
during the season and to 
plan for the future,” said 
boys’ head coach Dustin 
Weege. 

Weege started the 
awards event with a num-
ber of thank yous for his 
family, fellow coaches, the 
student-athletes, their fam-
ilies, the school staff, offi-
cials, the Pebble Creek and 
Community Center staff, 
the home meet helpers, and 
the wonderful fan support.  

“We are so grateful 
for all of the folks in ‘the 
village’ that positively im-
pact our student-athletes 
in their race of life,” he 
said.  “It truly takes a vil-
lage to make these good 
things happen and I don’t 
feel that I can express my 
gratitude enough for all of 
the investments in the lives 
of these student-athletes as 
they continue their devel-
opment.”   

Weege carried on with 
reflections from the season 
and how the team devel-
oped along the way.  There 
was an emphasis on the re-
ality of history being made 
this year with the Bulldog 
boys accomplishing the 
best-ever section finish 
with the fastest section av-
erage time of 17:53.04.  

Also, history was made 
as it was the first time that 
two boys qualified for the 
state meet in the same year.  

The awards program 
continued on with the rec-
ognition of the quality 
work that the student-ath-
letes do as students as 
multiple members earned 
the “MSHSL Spotlight on 
Scholarship” certificate, 
which is reserved for stu-
dents that participate in 
league-sponsored activities 
and have a “B” or better 
grade point average.  Ad-
ditionally, the Bulldogs 
acknowledged Caleb Reck-
elberg and Tyson Ricker 
with All-Conference Ac-
ademic awards.  Tyson 
Ricker earned the Academ-
ic-All-State award for his 
GPA and strong placement 
in the section meet, while 
Caleb Reckelberg received 
the Scholar Athlete patch 
for his impressive GPA.  

For the team, coaches 
pointed out the boys had 
collectively earned the 
Silver Award from the 
Minnesota Cross Country 
Coaches Association and 
the Gold Award for the 
Mississippi 8 Conference 
for their strong team GPA 

(over 3.5).  
“It is vital that we al-

ways recognize these guys 
as Student-athletes,” em-
phasized coach Weege as 
he spoke of the value of 
Education-Based athletics.  

“These guys work 
hard to be successful in the 
classrooms and beyond and 
have to balance a number 
of things like academics, 
family time, jobs, fitness 
and more which can be 
helpful for helping to find 
and maintain balance for 
their futures.  I’m proud to 
get to work with this group 
of strong young gentlemen 
that are accomplishing a lot 
now and will be continuing 
to make positive impacts in 
our world through their fu-
tures.” 

There were 25 mem-
bers recognized on the boys 
team, 12 of which were 
varsity letter winners in the 
2021 season (Ryan Nel-
son, Mason Becker, Ryan 
Boecker, Caleb Reckelberg, 
Tyson Ricker, Jase Tobako, 
Alex Kinney, Jacob Peter-
son, Alex Schermer, Tanner 
Felton, Evan Hubbard and 
Parker Spindler).  Lettering 
is accomplished through 
competing in one-third of 
the meets on varsity, being 
on the section champion-
ship team, or meeting the 
time standard of 18:30 for a 
5k during the season.  

“It’s an interesting 
year as half the letter win-
ners were ninth and eighth 
graders, which is a rarity on 
the boys side,” said Weege.  
“We’re looking forward to 
having almost this whole 
crew of letterwinners back 
next year as we continue to 
run hard and chase big ac-
complishments.”  

In addition to letter-
winners, the team also rec-
ognized CC participants 
for a number of members 
(Noah Bloch, Ben Howe, 
Vincent Martin, Landon 
Lahr, Thomas Cota, Jona-
thon Drury, Aiden From-
melt, Denlan Harmoning, 
Jacob Kurhajetz, Mason 
Tschida, Weston Denne, 
Mavrick Pink and Carson 
Schuster).  

For Team Awards, 
the team chose to recog-
nize Tyson Ricker as the 
“Most Valuable Team-
mate,” Mason Becker as 
“Most Dedicated,” Thomas 
Cota as “Most Improved,” 
Parker Spindler as the 
“Rookie Award,” Ryan 
Nelson as the “Bulldog 
Award,” Weston Denne as 

“Junior High Rookie,” and 
Tyson Ricker again as the 
“G.O.A.T” (greatest of all 
time).   

Ryan Nelson was given 
the mic next as the lone se-
nior boy to share some of 
his insights on the season 
and his high school cross 
country career.  He spoke to 
the team about the value of 
hard work and working to 
not take things for granted.  
Nelson had run with the 
“Bulldogs three” over the 
span of his career.  

“Ryan had joined the 
season a little later this 
year as he’d been commit-
ted to military training this 
past summer,” Weege said. 
“And we were so thankful 
when he was able to be 
here as he certainly brings 
energy and strong examples 
to the team.”  

“He will be missed as 
he continues on with his 
journey of training to be 
an electrician while also 
working toward becoming 
an Army Ranger,” Weege 
continued.  “He is certainly 
a hard worker that can ac-
complish some incredible 
things in his future.  We 
wish him the best.”  

Next, the fellow 
2021 co-captains of Ryan 
Boecker and Tyson Ricker 
came up and spoke as well.

Since the Awards night 
was held prior to the state 
meet, the team was able 
to send off Mason Becker 
and Tyson Ricker.  Unfor-
tunately the guys weren’t 
able to get their state partic-
ipants that night.  Another 
award that wasn’t yet avail-
able that night was Tyson 
Ricker’s All-State Award 
for state meet performance 
at which he placed 17th.

“It really was a fun 
season with the guys, and 
I am very proud of all that 
they accomplished as they 
raced well, grew together, 
and continued to develop as 
hardworking, high-quality 
young men,” Weege said.  
“It was a pleasure to work 
with them and all involved 
with Becker cross country.  
Thank you to all of the sup-
porters and I wish you all 
many joys as we all work 
to continue to run the race 
with endurance.”

BECKER BOYS CROSS COUNTRY 2021 TEAM AWARD RECIPIENTS. Left to right: 
Ryan Nelson, Weston Denne, Parker Spindler, Thomas Cota, Mason Becker and 
Tyson Ricker.  (Submitted Photo).

Boys CC has awards night

By Bill Morgan, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

The Becker girls cross 
country team held their an-
nual awards night, Thurs.,  
Nov. 4. They celebrated 
with pizza and cake while 
recognizing their activities 
over the 2021 season.

Becker girls were rec-
ognized academically with 
the Minnesota Coaches 
Association Gold Team 
award, and the Mississippi 
8 Academic Gold team 
award. Individual Aca-
demic All Conference 
awards were presented to 
Tasha Berthiaume, Bella 
Duncombe, Kayla Gruenes, 
Regan Hausmann, Brook-
lyn Karel, Lexi Rose, 
Meghan Swanson, Abi 
Berning and Emilia Kan-
sen.

The Scholar Ath-
lete award went to Kayla 
Gruenes.

Academic All State 
was presented to Lexi 
Rose.

Individual Awards  

voted on by teammates 
were presented to:

Most Dedicated: 
Bella Duncombe;

Most Improved : Ol-
ivia Babler, Alea Briggs;

Rookie Award: Paige 
Maunu;

Also individual awards 
were presented to:

Most Valuable: Lexi 
Rose;

Bul ldog  Sp ir i t 
Award: Kayla Gruenes;   

Breakout  Race 
Award: Ella McDonald.

The Becker coaches 
and runners bid a fond 
farewell to their lone senior 
runner, Paige Maunu.

“We enjoyed having 
her on the team with us and 
are glad she joined us,” said 
Head Coach Trish Kealy.

The team celebrated 
winning the Mississippi 8 
Conference Championship 
and  the Mississippi 8 JV 
Championship.

Several members re-
ceived their All Confer-
ence Awards: Lexi Rose, 
Ella McDonald, Olivia 

Babler, Brooklyn Karel, 
Bella Duncombe, Tasha 
Berthiaume, Alea Briggs.  
Receiving Honorable 
Mention was Katelyn 
Brower.

The entire team re-
ceived championship 
t-shirts.

Becker’s Section 5AA 
win was also celebrated 
with the reminder to go 
and cheer the team and 
the two boys qualifiers on 
during the 2021 State Meet 
that was held at St. Olaf 
College. There the girls at-
tained sixth place as a team 
out of the 16 teams com-
peting.

“We had an exciting 
season and are looking 
forward to more to cel-
ebrate next year,” said 
Kealy.”Thank you to ev-
eryone that gave us support 
throughout the season.”

MEMBERS OF THE BECKER BULLDOG GIRLS CROSS COUNTRY TEAM held up their awards and honors they received at their 
end-of-the-year banquet Nov. 4. (Submitted Photo).

Girls CC celebrates 
fantastic season

By Penny Leuthard,
Contributing Writer

In last week’s edi-
tion of the Patriot, James 

Golden was mistakenly 
identified as James Thieson 
in the Quilts of Valor fea-
ture and photograph. The 
Patriot regrets the error.

Correction: Quilt 
Recipient 
mis-identified

REAL from page 1

and spend the remaining time at their place of employ-
ment; 

• Work Experience - this class is available to special 
education students looking to gain valuable work place 
experience.

The 11 students who signed up are: Olivia Stockham 
(Big Lake Schools Kids Club); Tyler Dehmer (Collins 
Brothers Towing); Hannah Strom (Liberty Bank); Wyatt 
Christian (New Look Contracting); Sydney Marotz 
(New Creations Learning Center); Blake Conavatti (TGK 
Automotive Specialists); Johnathan Larson (TGK Au-
tomotive Specialists); Aubri Parson (Keller Lake Com-
mons Assisted Living); Kammory Josewski (Keller Lake 
Commons Assisted Living); Spencer Vold (Lisi Medical 
Remmele); Westin Offerman (Lisi Medical Remmele); 

Submitted article

(Editor’s Note: The 
following article was sub-
mitted by Becker Police 
Dept.)

Nov. 13, at ap-
proximately 2:03 
a.m., an Officer 
with the Becker 
Police Department 
conducted a traffic 
stop on a vehicle at 
Hwy. 10 and Main 
Ave. in the City of 
Clear Lake. The Of-
ficer was working a 
special DUI enforce-
ment shift. While speak-
ing with the driver, it was 
discovered that he had a 
current felony warrant for 
check forgery out of Mc-
Leod County. When the of-
ficer attempted to arrest the 
driver, the driver fled from 
the scene in his vehicle at a 
high rate of speed.

The vehicle pursuit 

covered a total of 22 miles 
while driving from Clear 
Lake to SE St. Cloud. The 

driver pulled into an apart-
ment complex on the east 
side of St. Cloud and then 
fled on foot.

Officers with the 
Becker Police Department, 
St. Cloud Police Depart-
ment, Big Lake Police De-
partment, the Minnesota 

State Patrol and the 
Sherburne County 
Sheriff’s Office lo-
cated the driver and 
took him into cus-
tody. The male sus-
pect was identified 
as Jeremy James 
Shoemaker, (37), of 
Loretto. He was trans-

ported to the St. Cloud 
Hospital for evaluation 

and ultimately booked 
into the Sherburne County 
Jail pending felony charges 
of Fleeing in a Motor Vehi-
cle and the felony warrant.

Check forgery suspect 
flees officers on foot
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By Mark Kolbinger,
Contributing Writer

The Bulldog Swim-
ming and Diving team 
put together a strong team 
performance at the Section 
5A swim meet hosted in 
Becker last week, with sev-
eral personal records and 
one team record set during 
the multi-day competition.

The meet began last 
Thursday, with the swim-
ming preliminaries, and 
Becker sent a total of nine 
entries on to the Section 
finals after a strong perfor-
mance. 

“The girls had a really 
good meet Thursday night, 
as personal best times were 
happening in every event,” 
Coach Tina Tamm said.  
“We started the night with 
a new varsity 200 Medley 
Relay record, as breaking 
the eight year record was 
Laila Cook, Grace Wynia, 
Delaney Varney and Avary 
Maunu.”

Tamm said the school 
record was something the 
girls had been chasing all 
season, and their hard work 
finally paid off.”

“The girls came to 
me at the beginning of the 
season and told me they 
wanted to break that re-
cord this year,” Tamm said.  
“They even went so far 
as to figure out what each 
of their split times had to 
be for their portion of the 
race to get the record. They 
worked hard all season to 
not only beat the record but 
make the new record four 
seconds faster. They had a 
goal set and did what they 
needed to do to achieve it.”

Tamm also noted 
many individual time drops 

for the preliminary round, 
as over 20 event partici-
pants scored personal best 
times, including: 200 free 
Meghan Swanson, Bri-
anna Dahle and Varney; 
200 IM: Wynia, Joey Cox, 
Lucy Pink; 50 Free: Sophie 
Studer, Maunu, Kadence 
Cox, Tia Schaap; 100 But-
terfly: Studer, Dahle, Var-
ney; 100 free: Kadence Cox 
, Schaap, Maunu; 500 free: 
Nash Super, Nev Baune; 
100 backstroke: Arleigh 
Pudlick, Cook, 100 breast-
stroke: Wynia, Joey Cox, 
Pink.

“As you see, there were 
a lot of personal best times 
swam by the girls – it was 
a great night,” Tamm said.

Diving Prelims 
and Semis
On Friday, Becker 

hosted the diving prelims 
and semifinals, with four 
Bulldogs competing in 
the event, including Sarah 
Woelfel, Lauren Woelfel, 

Bella Kuschel and Sofia 
Bonsante. 

“Sarah, Lauren and 
Sofia survived both cuts on 
Thursday to make it to the 
finals on Saturday,” Tamm 
said. “We have a lot of very 
good divers in our Section 
so to have three of the four 
make it through to finals is 
good.”

Tamm noted that the 
Section 5A Diving compe-
tition was incredible strong 
overall, which made ad-
vancing to the state meet 
a very difficult hurdle to 
clear.

“Our girls had some 
really good dives but the 
competition this year was 
a little better,” Tamm said.  
“Sarah missed her final trip 
to the State meet by just 
two points giving her a fifth 
place finish in the Section.”

Finals
Saturday was the 

swimming and diving fi-
nals, again hosted at the 

Becker Aquatic Center.  
“The final day of 

the meet showed lots of 
record-breaking perfor-
mances from the teams 
and more improved times 
for our Becker swimmers,” 
Tamm said. “Of the 12 
events in the meet, seven 
of them now have new pool 
records. Our facility is great 
for big events and allows 
for some great races.”

For the Bulldogs, Cook 
secured a spot in the finals 
and dropped four seconds 
off her best 200 IM time, 
while the 200 Free Relay 
(Kadence Cox, Avary 
Maunu, Meghan Swanson 
and Tia Schaap) dropped 
one additional second off 
their relay time to place 
eighth.

The 400 Free Relay 
(Grace Wynia, Delaney 
Varney, Tia Schaap, Laila 
Cook) dropped six sec-
onds of their relay time and 
placed sixth, while the 200 
Med Relay (Laila Cook, 
Grace Wynia, Delaney Var-
ney, Avary Maunu) placed 
6th in the Section.

Varney placed third 
in the 100 butterfly, just 
missing her trip to the State 
meet.  

“She swam a great 
meet and was very close to 
that second place finish,” 
Tamm said. “Overall, it was 
a great end to the season.  
Of course I would like to 
have had a trip to the U of 
MN this week, but I know 
that the girls swam and 
dove their best and that’s all 
I want – for them to do their 
best, whatever the results.”

BECKER’S 200 MEDLEY RELAY TEAM set a new school record at the Section 
meet, breaking the previous mark set in 2013 by 4 seconds.  Pictured L to R: Avary 
Maunu, Grace Wynia, Laila Cook and Delaney Varney. (Submitted photo.)

Bulldog swimmers have 
strong showing at Sections

Submitted article

(Editor’s Note: The fol-
lowing article was submit-
ted by GRRL.)

In November each year, 
the Great River Regional 
Library (GRRL) begins its 
Year-End Campaign fund-
raiser, but the 2021 cam-
paign is extra unique.

GRRL plans to an-
nounce its extension of its 
“fines free” efforts in 2022, 
but the library needs help to 
get there. With the help of 
generous donors, the library 
can remove the financial 
barrier of fines to allow ev-

eryone to explore, learn, and 
connect in their community. 

“Fines Free,” the pop-
ular buzzword amongst 
libraries across the nation, 
is the removal of overdue 
fines on late materials. This 
means that there will no 
longer be a fine on checked 
out materials when returned 
late. This is important to 
central Minnesota so that 
GRRL is free, open, and 
welcoming to everyone – 
regardless of financial sta-
tus and ability to pay back 
fines. The 2021 Year-End 
Campaign is supporting and 
setting the stage for the big 

change in 2022. 
For those who have 

never had an issue playing 
late fees, the library asks 
patrons to “pay it forward.” 
The library’s Year-End 
Campaign is an opportu-
nity to give back and show 
support of the library going 
Fines Free. With the help 
of generous donors, GRRL 
can make this a reality. Give 
now in support of GRRL’s 
fines free efforts at GRiver.
org/donate/year-end-cam-
paign.  

Great River Regional 
Library (GRRL) provides 
library services at 32 public 

libraries and one to-go sys-
tem in Benton, Morrison, 
Sherburne, Stearns, Todd 
and Wright Counties. GR-
RL2GO is a locker system 
that allows you to pick up 
items at the Sartell Commu-
nity Center. GRRL supplies 
the residents of Central Min-
nesota with nearly 1 million 
books, CDs and DVDs, 250 
public computers, program-
ming, and information ser-
vices.

GRRL asks for support in year-end campaign



By Bill Morgan, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

The Becker Bulldog 
football team is heading to 
“the Bank”.

With their quarterfinal 
win over Holy Angels last 
Thursday in Monticello, 
Becker earned their spot in 
the state semifinals and a 
chance to play on the Minne-
sota Vikings’ playing field at 
U.S. Bank Stadium.

The semifinal game was 
set to play Thursday against 
Kasson-Mantorville (8-3) 
after they beat Fridley 42-7 
the same night Becker beat 
Holy Angels by a score of 
24-7.

The game was a nail-
biter as both teams went 
down and scored TDs on 
their opening drives on a cold, 
snowy night in Monticello. 
On Becker’s first possession, 
they seemed to have the Stars 
reeling, trying to figure out 
how to stop Ryan Bengtson 
and the versatile Bulldog of-
fense. It was Bengtson who 
started the scoring on the 
night when he scampered into 
the end zone from 15 yards 
out midway through the first 
quarter.

Becker’s side of the sta-
dium was packed with eager 
and faithful fans — and 
their boisterousness was felt 
throughout the night — es-
pecially from the student sec-
tion. Holy Angels had a good 
showing of fans, but they 
couldn’t keep up with the ex-
uberance on Becker’s side.

Holy Angels is a running 
team and their QB (Aaron 
Boarman) and star RB (Em-
mett Johnson) carried most of 
the load on this night. And it 
was Johnson who scored the 
first Star TD when he climbed 
over the backs of his O-line to 
penetrate the goal line in the 
second quarter.

Ryan’s brother, Zach — 
who has been incredibly reli-
able on most XPs and FGs all 
season, once again proved his 
worth by nailing a 26-yarder 
late in the second quarter to 
put the Bulldogs up 10-7.

Despite the low score, 
fans were expecting the Bull-
dogs to turn up the score some 
more and knew the defense 
was going to keep them in the 
game. Sure enough, the third 
quarter featured lots of good 
plays and spectacular defense 
and as the teams entered the 
final quarter, the game was 
still within three points.

That is until Bengtson 
and Nick Berglund hooked 
up. 

In the fourth, Bengtson 
was pressured and scrambled 
through the pocket to gain 
an opening and looked up to 

find Berglund 15 yards past 
the defender in the middle of 
the field. Bengtson heaved 
the ball and Berglund caught 
it in stride as the Star defender 
tried to make up ground. 
However, Berglund was sure 
he was faster and he pointed 
to the stands as he neared the 
goal line for the biggest play 
of the game.

He did a somersault as 
he leapt to paydirt and the 
Becker faithful went crazy.

Holy Angels — now 
down by 10 with about 10 
minutes to go — changed 
their game plan and started 
throwing the ball more. A 
couple butterfinger misses by 
Star receivers and again, solid 
defense on Becker’s side of 
the line gave life to the Bull-
dog sideline.

After getting the ball 
back moments later, Becker 
drove the ball down the tired 
Star defense and Bengtson 
and Berglund capped off the 
game with a one-yard pass 
completion with just a minute 
left.

It was then the players 
on the bench started chanting, 
“We are going to the bank.”

The clock ticked off on 
the Stars and the celebration 
began for the Bulldogs and 
they are just two games away 
from their fourth state title.

Ryan Bengtson finished 
the game with 122 yards 
through the air on eight com-
pletions and two TDs. On the 
ground, Carter Callahan ran 
the ball 18 times for 54 hard-
fought yards.

Berglund was the star in 
the passing game with the two 
TDs on three catches for 74 
yards. Alexander Weiss had 
five catches for 48 yards.

On defense, Zach Bengt-
son had three tackles and 
four assists and made count-
less plays in the defensive 
territory to thwart any Holy 
Angel drives. Dailen Adu-
Gyamfi had five tackles and 
five tackles for loss and Ethan 
Anderson had six tackles and 
nine tackles for loss.

Stars QB Boarman was 
five-for-15 through the air for 
22 yards and one interception 
(by Landen Goebel).

 Boarman did have two 
or three superb opportu-
nities to get his team right 
back in the game with some 
late bombs, but the ball just 
eluded his receivers’ finger-
tips.

Johnson finished with 
129 yards on the ground on 
29 carries and one TD.

The winner of the 
Becker/Kasson-Mantorville 
game will play the winner of 
the Orono/Hutchinson game 
Nov. 26 at U.S. Bank Sta-
dium.
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We are so grateful for the 
support of our amazing community, 

and for all of the builders, 
remodelers, and homeowners 
who choose Country Lumber! 

Thank you! 

763-262-4444 
www.countrylumber.us 
12575 Oakview Ave, Becker 
 

BECKER WR NICK BERGLUND signaled “#1” to the Becker fans as he neared the goal line of a 60-yard TD to seal the deal against Holy Angels last week. (Patriot 
Photo by Bill Morgan).

Bulldogs stay unbeaten, whip Holy Angels 24-7

THE BULLDOG DEFENSE DID THEIR THING AGAIN as they swarmed the Star 
players and limited them to just 159 yards in Becker’s win last Thursday, 24-7. 
(Patriot Photo by Bill Morgan).

White-Tailed Deer
 Yet an-

other White-
tailed Deer 
(Odocoileus 
virginianus) 
mating sea-
son is behind 
us now. This 
year I spent 
a truckload 
of time in 
the woods 
f o l l o w i n g 
several large 
bucks who 
were actively 
searching for mates. I was 
able to capture a pile of im-
ages of the most interesting 
mating behavior. 

The mating season, also 
known as the rut, for White-
tailed Deer lasts about three 
weeks in the northern states. 
The rut starts in mid-October 
and runs through mid Novem-
ber. Several research studies 
show that the timing of the 
rut is influenced 
by the lunar 
(moon) 

phases. 
It seems that 
the rut peaks about 
seven days after the second 
full moon during October and 
November.

I find the word “rut” to be 
a funny word that is used for 
describing the mating season. 
It turns out that the word rut 
comes from the Latin word 
“rugire” meaning “to roar.” 
Presumably it’s a reference 
to some animal species such 
as the Elk where the male bu-
gles or roars to proclaim pos-
session of a harem of females.

During the rut, the male 
White-tailed Deer experi-
ences a huge increase in tes-
tosterone rushing through his 
blood stream which boosts 
aggressiveness, leading to 
fights with other males to es-
tablish dominancy or access 
to females. Even young bucks 
with tiny antlers engage in 
these sparring matches. In 
addition to fighting, the big 
bucks will also rub their 
antlers on tree trunks. This 
often results in stripping the 
bark off the young tree. They 
will also thrash their antlers 
around in a low growing 
shrub, often breaking off the 
branches. 

In both deer and elk 
species, the males will mark 
themselves with mud or urine 
during the rut. Last month, 
while filming Elk during the 
rut in Montana, several of 
the bull Elk rolled in mud or 
completely submerged them-
selves in muddy water. It 
appeared to me that the most 
dominant males didn’t use 
mud coatings but instead uri-
nated across their own belly 
and down their hind legs. Ei-
ther way it seems the males 
are going to extraordinary 
measures to show off for the 
females.

S p e a k -
ing of hind 
legs, the in-
side portion 
of the leg at 
the bend of 
the ankle, is 
where one 
of the largest 
scent glands 
is located on 
the White-
tailed Deer. 
It gives off a 
strong musky 
odor that you 

can smell if you get close to 
a rutting male. Every year 
when I am out with the deer 
during the rut I marvel when 
I get a whiff of the males rut-
ting perfume. It’s a sweet yet 
pungent order that once you 
smell you will never forget.

Female White-tailed 
Deer are called does. While 
the male can be ready to mate 
for several weeks before 

the rut and several 
weeks after, 

the does 
a r e 

o n l y 
in es-

trus (ready 
to mate) for only 

about 72 hours. This narrow 
window of time means the 
male needs to get his timing 
just right. Since each female 
comes into estrus on her own 
schedule, the male is con-
stantly on the move traveling 
over great distances looking 
for each doe that is in estrus.

Many books state that 
the bucks don’t eat during the 
rut because they are too busy 
chasing after females or fight-
ing other males. I can tell you 
with 100 percent certainty 
that the bucks do stop and 
eat while chasing does. The 
bucks don’t eat as much as 
they normally would, so they 
do lose weight during the rut, 
but they are definitely eating.

Some research shows a 
breeding buck loses as much 
as 20 to 25 percent of its body 
weight during the rut. So, 
on average a breeding buck 
which weighs about 180 
pounds can lose about 30 to 
40 pounds in just a month or 
two. In the post-rut the buck 
often spends an extraordinary 
amount of time eating and 
just laying down and recov-
ering.

One thing is for sure 
about the White-tailed Deer 
rut. I already can’t wait for 
next year when the leaves 
change color and the Elk and 
the White-tailed bucks are 
back in the rut. Until next 
time…

Stan Tekiela is an au-
thor / naturalist and wildlife 
photographer who travels 
the U.S. to study and capture 
images of wildlife. He can be 
followed on Instagram, Face-
book and Twitter. He can be 
contacted via his web page at 
NatureSmart.com. 

By Naturist 
Stan Tekiela

By Bill Morgan
Editor/Staff Writer
Reporter.Bill@PatriotNewsMN.com

Senior receiver Nick 
Berglund was named 
“Player of the Week” for 
his outstanding game in 
Becker’s 24-7 win over 
Holy Angels on Thursday 
night.  

Receiver coach Mike 
Lundeen said, “Nick made 
two great catches for two 
touchdowns that put Becker 
in a position to win the 
game.  He has a real knack 
for getting open on his pass 
routes.”

Liberty Paper 
Player of the Week

NICK BERGLUND was named 
Liberty Paper Player of the Game for 
his performance in the Nov. 11 game 
against Holy Angels. (Submitted 
Photo)
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OAK PARK
CREAMERY

See us for all your feed 
needs. We specialize in 
small batches of custom 
made feed. Hubbard, 
Heims, Purina & Oak Park 
brand feeds. Crystalyx 
tubs, protein blocks. Fenc-
ing supplies. Twine & Net 
Wrap. Silage Bags. Fly 
contol products that work. 
Early order Corn & Soy-
Bean specials. Check us 
out on our Facebook page.

OAK PARK CREAMERY
16623 Ironwood Rd NE

Oak Park, MN
320-968-7864

Farm Supplies

THE CLASSIC, EDGE & E, 
Outdoor Wood, Pellet & Corn 
by Central Boiler. Take Advan-
tage of The Rebates available 
now, Including Additional Dis-
counts and State Fair Specials 
Give us a call or see us at the 
fair. Class-Act Outdoor Fur-
nace 763-972-6255                              
CLASSACTFURNACE.COM
________________________

Outdoor Furnaces

Adoption
ADOPTION. Northern California 
family promises baby warm, loving 
home. Secure future, devoted grand-
parents, educational opportunities. 
Relocation possible, generous living ex-
penses. Lisa 1(510)390-3524 or attorney 
1(310)663-3467. (mcn)

Automobiles
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK TO 
HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. Free 
3 Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free 
Towing, All Paperwork Taken Care Of. 
CALL 1-855-977-7030 (mcn)

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHAR-
ITY. Receive maximum value of write 
off for your taxes. Running or not! All 
conditions accepted. Free pickup. Call 
for details. 855-752-6680 (mcn)

CASH FOR CARS! We buy all cars! 
Junk, high-end, totaled – it doesn’t mat-
ter! Get free towing and same day cash! 
NEWER MODELS too! Call 1-855-548-
5240 (mcn)

Cable / Internet
Earthlink High Speed Internet. As 
Low As $49.95/month (for the first 3 
months.) Reliable High Speed Fiber 
Optic Technology. Stream Videos, 
Music and More! Call Earthlink Today 
1-855-679-7096. (mcn)

DISH Network. $64.99 for 190 Chan-
nels! Blazing Fast Internet, $19.99/mo. 
(where available.) Switch & Get a FREE 
$100 Visa Gift Card. FREE Voice Re-
mote. FREE HD DVR. FREE Streaming 
on ALL Devices. Call today! 1-855-434-
0020 (mcn)

DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Channels + 
$14.95 High Speed Internet. Free Instal-
lation, Smart HD DVR Included, Free 
Voice Remote. Some restrictions apply. 
Promo Expires 1/21/22. 1-844-316-
8876. (mcn)

BEST SATELLITE TV with 2 Year 
Price Guarantee! $59.99/mo with 190 
channels and 3 months free premium 
movie channels! Free next day installa-
tion! Call 855-824-1258. (MCN)

Directv Stream - The Best of Live & 
On-Demand On All Your Favorite 
Screens. CHOICE Package, $84.99/mo 
for 12months. Stream on 20 devices at 
once in your home. HBO Max FREE for 
1 yr (w/CHOICE Package or higher.) 
Call for more details today! (some re-
strictions apply) Call IVS 1-866-387-
0621. (mcn)

Education
COMPUTER & IT TRAINING PRO-
GRAM! Train ONLINE to get the skills 
to become a Computer & Help Desk Pro-
fessional now! Grants and Scholarships 
available for certain programs for qual-
ified applicants. Call CTI for details! 
1-844-843-2771 (mcn)

TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDICAL 
BILLING! Become a Medical Office 
Professional online at CTI! Get Trained, 
Certified & ready to work in months! 
Call 1-844-405-2328. The Mission, Pro-
gram Information and Tuition is located 
at CareerTechnical.edu/consumer-infor-
mation. (M-F 8am-6pm ET) (mcn)

Employment/Help Wanted
Dakotaland Transportation Inc. is in 
search of cabinet haulers that are will-
ing to travel the great USA and be home 
weekly. – Must have a Class A CDL. 
We have great benefits: health, dental, 
vision, life, supplementary, simple iras. 
Come join this great big happy family. 
Call 800-822-2703 (mcn)

COMMERCIAL APPLICATORS. 
Starting at $20.00/hr, paid lodging, 
benefits. Traveling position for rail-
road vegetation control, 60-80 hours/
week. RAW (Cooperstown, ND). 
888.700.0292 www.rawapplicators.com 
| info@rawapplicators.com (mcn)

Financial
STOP worrying! SilverBills eliminates 
the stress and hassle of bill payments. 
All household bills guaranteed to be paid 
on time, as long as appropriate funds are 
available. Computer not necessary. Call 
for a FREE trial or a custom quote today. 
SilverBills 1-866-918-0981(mcn)

Health & Medical
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May 
Be Covered by Medicare! Reclaim in-
dependence and mobility with the com-
pactdesign and long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free information kit! Call 
844-716-2411.(mcn)

Stroke and Cardiovascular disease are 
leading causes of death, according to the 
American Heart Association. Screenings 
can provide peace of mind or early de-
tection! Contact Life Line Screening to 
schedule your screening. Special offer 
- 5 screenings for just $149. Call 1-866-
742-7290 (mcn)

50 Blue Pills for only $99.00! Plus 
S&H. Discreet, Save $500.00 Now! Call 
Today. 1-855-917-5790 (mcn)

Income Opportunites
Become a published author! Pub-
lications sold at all major secular & 
specialty Christian bookstores. CALL 
Christian Faith Publishing for your 
FREE author submission kit. 1-888-981-
5761 (mcn)

Miscellaneous
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced de-
bris-blocking gutter protection. Sched-
ule a FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 
15% off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 1-855-577-
1268. Promo Code 285. (mcn)

GENERAC Standby Generators pro-
vide backup power during utility power 
outages, so your home and family stay 
safe and comfortable. Prepare now. Free 
7-year extended warranty ($695 value!). 
Request a free quote today! Call for 
additional terms and conditions. 1-877-
228-5789 (mcn)

Never Pay For Covered Home Repairs 
Again! Complete Care Home Warranty 
COVERS ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS 
AND APPLIANCES. 30 DAY RISK 
FREE. $200.00 OFF + 2 FREE Months! 
1-844-596-1237. Hours Mon-Thu, Sun : 
9:30 am to 8:00 pm Fri : 9:30 am to 2:00 
pm (all times Eastern). (mcn)

LONG DISTANCE MOVING: Call 
today for a FREE QUOTE from Ameri-
ca’s Most Trusted Interstate Movers. Let 
us take the stress out of moving! Speak 
to a Relocation Specialist, call 877-327-
0795.(mcn)

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. 
EASY, ONE DAY updates! We spe-
cialize in safe bathing. Grab bars, no 
slip flooring & seated showers. Call for 
a free in-home consultation: 855-836-
2250. (mcn)

Wesley Financial Group, LLC Time-
share Cancellation Experts. Over 
$50,000,000 in timeshare debt and fees 
cancelled in 2019. Get free informa-
tional package and learn how to get rid 
of your timeshare! Free consultations. 
Over 450 positive reviews. Call 877-
326-1608. (mcn)

The Generac PWRcell, a solar plus 
battery storage system. SAVE money, 
reduce your reliance on the grid, prepare 
for power outages and power your home. 
Full installation services available. $0 
Down Financing Option. Request a 
FREE, no obligation, quote today. Call 
1-877-381-3059. (mcn)

NEED NEW FLOORING? Call Em-
pire Today® to schedule a FREE in-
home estimate on Carpeting & Flooring. 
Call Today! 844-785-0305 (mcn)

UPDATE YOUR HOME with Beau-
tiful New Blinds & Shades. FREE in-
home estimates make it convenient to 
shop from home. Professional installa-
tion. Top quality - Made in the USA. 
Call for free consultation: 866-970-
3073. Ask about our specials! (mcn)

FREE AUTO INSURANCE QUOTES 
for uninsured and insured drivers. Let us 
show you how much you can save! Call 
855-995-2382 (mcn)

Looking for assisted living, memory 
care, or independent living? A Place 
for Mom simplifies the process of find-
ing senior living at no cost to your fam-
ily. Call 1-877-580-3710 today! (mcn)

Need IRS Relief $10K - $125K+ Get 
Fresh Start or Forgiveness Call 1-877-
258-1647 Monday through Friday 7AM-
5PM PST (mcn)

ENJOY 100% guaranteed, deliv-
ered-to-the-door Omaha Steaks! Get 
8 FREE Filet Mignon Burgers! Order 
The Delightful Gift this holiday season- 
ONLY $99.99. Call 1-855-404-9374 and 
mention code 65658LQX or visit www.
omahasteaks.com/thegift1106 (mcn)

Hale Groves Fruit Favorites Gift Box 
for the Holidays! Send 2 navel oranges, 
1 grapefruit, 2 honey-sweet tangerines, 
2 petite red navels, 2 pears & 2 orchard 
fresh apples! SAVE 43%! Just $23.99 
(plus s/h.) Call 1-866-230-1921 to order 
item 296X and mention code H2YH62 
for savings or visit halegroves.com/
H2YH629 (mcn)

Pittman & Davis Sunbelt Fruit Med-
ley for the Holidays! Brighten Some-
one’s Winter! 6 Rio Ruby Red Gems. 8 
Tiny Tim Navels. 4 Mini Fuji Apples. 
Call NOW and SAVE 51%! Pay just 
$19.99. FREE Shipping! Call 1-877-
648-4334 to order item SFM and men-
tion code P2YG46 for savings or visit 
pittmandavis.com/P2YG46 (mcn)

DESKTOPS AND LAPTOP 
REPAIR. On-site or drop off. 
Computer cleanup - upgrades. 
Big Lake, 763-263-7070.
________________________

Computers

FREE
ADULT BASIC ED & GED

CLASSES
GED Test Preparation

It’s never too late to learn!

Call Community Ed for more 
information 763-261-4506

Tuesdays from 6-8:30 PM
Becker High School Library

(Enter Door #11)
No need to Pre-Register,

 just come to class!

Adult Basic Ed. Minnesota Newspaper Association Classifieds

MURPHY
CHEVROLET

New & Used Cars & Trucks
(320) 968-6239

www.murphychevrolet.com

Automotive

220 USED CARS to choose 
from. We also BUY used cars. 
Guaranteed Approval! Brandl 
Auto Connection, 559 Hwy 10, 
St. Cloud (next to the red barn 
Dairy Queen). 320-229-1900. 
Apply online at: 
www.BrandlAutoConnection.com
________________________

Used Cars

Young @ Heart

3rd Thurs. Each MonTh, 
11:30 Lunch and PrograM
rEjoicE LuThEran church 

cLEarwaTEr, Mn

Seniors

TREE FELLERS TREE SER-
VICE. Insured arborist with 
25 years of experience. Free 
estimates - trimming, removal, 
& consultations. (763) 443-
2631. “Ask about our winter 
specials!”
________________________

Tree Service

This Week’s Calendar Events:
Sun. - Nov. 21, 2021:
 » World Hello Day

Mon. - Nov. 22, 2021:
 » Sagittarius, The Archer (11/22-12/21)

Tues. - Nov. 23, 2021:
 » National Espresso Day

Wed. - Nov. 24, 2021:
 » BS/BLS/CVS: Thanksgiving Break
 » Celebrate Your Unique Talent Day

Thurs. - Nov. 25, 2021:
 » BS/BLS/CVS: Thanksgiving Break
 » Thanksgiving
 » Family Health History Day
 » International Aura Awareness Day

Fri. - Nov. 26, 2021:
 » BS/BLS/CVS: Thanksgiving Break
 » Black Friday
 » Plaid Friday
 » Native American Heritage Day
 » National Flossing Day
 » Buy Nothing Day
 » First U.S. Holiday Presidental Proclamation: 
 » Anniversary, 1979

Sat. - Nov. 27, 2021:
 » Small Business Saturday
 » Moon Phase: Last Quarter 

(Becker Schools=BS / Becker High School=BHS   
Becker Middle School=BMS / Becker Intermediate 

School=BIS / Early Childhood Family Education=ECFE
Big Lake School=BLS / Clearview School=CVS)

Game Time

 

RSVP / The Volunteer Bridge
Transportation Assistant 
So many individuals struggle getting to and from medical appoint-
ments, social visits, and to stores for necessary shopping.  Volunteer 
to help transport those who can no longer drive around the Elk River 
and Big Lake area.  Volunteers set their own schedule and can drive 
for any clientele or be matched with one service receiver.  Back-
ground checks are required for all drivers. 
Tax Helper with Tri-CAP
We are almost upon the tax season.  Help this year by ensuring 
consumers have the correct documents, answer customer questions, 
greet at tax sites, and/or help in reviewing taxes.  There is an option 
for everyone at tax sites! Training is provided in January 2022, and 
the tax sites will be in Elk River and St. Cloud.  Pick your own 
schedule and participate in a rewarding opportunity. 
Activities Assistant at Keller Lake Commons
If you enjoy being social with others, this could be the perfect option 
for you.  Volunteer to help in various activities in this senior living 
facility, ranging from chair exercise, movie night, yard games, and 
even during a coffee social.  The sky is the limit on what type of 
activities a volunteer can do to brighten the days of residents! 
 

If you are interested in volunteering in these 
or other opportunities, please contact: 

AmeriCorps Seniors RSVP
763-635-4505 

heather.brooks@ci.stcloud.mn.us 
SherburneUnitedWay.org/Volunteer

November - Sherburne County 
Health & Human Services - Classes are as follows:

Car Seat Distribution Classes
Sherburne County Government Center, 13880 Business Center Drive 
NW, Elk River.  If eligible, residents of Sherburne County can re-
ceive a car seat for a $20 suggested donation. Call to find out income 
guidelines (families who are on WIC or children on medical assis-
tance are automatically eligible). Call for an appointment or more 
information, 763-765-4112 or 1-800-433-5239.
First Steps Central MN Personal Nurses
Benton, Sherburne, Stearns and Wright County have a team of Per-
sonal Nurses who connect with families that are pregnant or recently 
had a baby. Our Nurses offer support and information to be the best 
parent you can be, have a safe, loving home for you and your baby, 
connect to resources in your community to get things needed for 
your baby, and find ways to continue your education and develop job 
skills. The program is at no cost to you. Call 763-276-0441 or visit 
www.firststepscentralmn.org for more information.
HIV testing
Free and confidential testing is available by appointment at: Sher-
burne County Health and Human Services, 13880 Business Center 
Drive, Elk River, MN 55330. Contact our HIV tester at 763-765-
4000.
Immunization/ Covid-19 Vaccine Tuesdays
Sherburne County Public Health is offering free Covid-19 Vaccine, 
and offering free or low cost immunizations for children 18 years of 
age or younger and uninsured or underinsured adults 19 years and 
older in Minnesota who meet eligibility guidelines on Tuesdays from 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m.  Call for an appointment or more information, 763-
765-4000 or 1-800-433-5239.
Outreach in St. Cloud
The Sherburne County Wellness bus will be in St. Cloud at Cash-
Wise (East) on the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of every month from 
9:30-3pm.  HHS staff will answer questions about public assistance 
programs and assist Sherburne County residents in applying for, or 
maintaining, benefits.  Need Help with Food, Child Care, Medical 
Assistance, Housing, Utility Disconnects, Evictions?  Come see us, 
no appointment necessary!
WIC (Women, Infants & Children): is for women who are preg-
nant, breastfeeding, recently had a baby, infants and children to 
their 5th birthday.  WIC provides nutrition education, breastfeeding 
support, healthy foods and referrals to health services/community 
resources. The service is free, and you or your children may be el-
igible.  For more information, please call 763-765-4116 or 1-800-
433-5239, or check out the website http://www.co.sherburne.mn.us/
hhs/wic.php.  The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
prohibits discrimination in the administration of its programs. WIC 
is an equal opportunity provider.
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MISCELLANEOUS

Advertise here 
statewide in 210+ 

newspapers for only 
$279 per week! 

Call 800-279-2979

INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY

ONLY $279 to reach a statewide audience
of 1.7 million readers!!! 1-800-279-2979

EMPLOYMENT

MISCELLANEOUSAUCTIONS

HUNTING

INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY 
ONLINE AUCTION 

72 Unit storage complex, Garvin, MN near 
Lake Shatek. Online bidding Nov 15, ends 
Nov 30th. For info visit www.totalaar.com 
Broker: Andy Harr Total Auc-
tions and Real Estate 605/274-6500

NO RESERVE AUCTION 
40 ± Acres Farm/Recreational/Building 
Site. Lura Township, Faribault County. 
Jokela Auctions, Inc. David L. Veo Realty 
Lic.#20303087 www.JokelaAuction.com

GUARANTEED BUFFALO 
AND ELK HUNTS 

in the Black Hills. Elk hunts: cows 
$2300, bulls $2900. Buff alo hunts: 
cows $2100, bulls starting at $3100. 
605/391-4646 nvrbuff alo@gmail.com

COMMERCIAL APPLICATORS 
Starting at $20.00/hr., paid lodging, 
bene ts. Traveling position for rail-
road vegetation control, 60-80 hours/
week. RAW (Cooperstown, ND) 
888/700-0292 info@rawapplicators.com
w w w . r a w a p p l i c a t o r s . c o m

FREON WANTED: 
We pay $$$ for cylinders and cans. R12 
R500 R11 R113 R114. Convenient. Cer-
ti ed Professionals. Call 312/291-9169
or visit: RefrigerantFinders.com

DISH NETWORK $64.99 
for 190 Channels! Blazing fast inter-
net, $19.99/mo. (where available.) 
Switch & get a FREE $100 Visa gift 
card. FREE voice remote. FREE 
HD DVR. FREE streaming on ALL 
devices. Call today! 855/562-4309

THE COVID CRISIS 
has cost us all something. Many have 
lost jobs and  nancial security. Have 
$10K In Debt? Credit Cards. Medi-
cal Bills. Car Loans. Call National 
Debt Relief! We can help! Get a FREE 
debt relief quote: Call 844/205-5439

LOOKING FOR ASSISTED LIVING
memory care, or independent living? A 
Place for Mom simpli es the process 
of  nding senior living at no cost to 
your family. Call 888/715-1720  today!

THE GENERAC PWRCELL 
A solar plus battery storage system. Save 
money, reduce your reliance on the grid, 
prepare for power outages and power your 
home. Full installation services available. $0 
Down  nancing option. Request a free, no 
obligation quote today. Call 888/913-5895 

ENJOY 100% GUARANTEED 
delivered-to-the-door Omaha Steaks! 
Get 8 FREE Filet Mignon Burgers! Or-
der the Delightful Gift this holiday sea-
son - only $99.99. Call 888/858-0473 
and mention code 65658PJL or visit 
www.omahasteaks.com/thegift1192 

DONATE YOUR CAR 
truck or boat to Heritage For The 
Blind. Free 3-day vacation, tax 
deductible, free towing, all paper-
work taken care of 844/220-9501
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Clear Lake / 
Clearwater Area 

Organizations
Clear Lake Legion 

Meets the second Tues. of the month at Palmer Twp. Hall. The 
Legion will meet at 7pm. New members are always welcome. Bud 
Stimmler at (320) 761-5793.

Clear Lake Lions 
Meets the first & third Tues. of the month at 4180 

105th Ave., Clear Lake at 7:30pm. Please contact any Lions  
member or one of the officers listed on our website:  
www.clearlakelionsmn.org

Clear Valley Business Connections
Meets quarterly on the 2nd Thurs. of the month from 

11:30am-1pm at various locations. Glenna Soenneker, President,  
(320) 267-4361, clearvalleybc@gmail.com.

Clearwater AA/Al-Anon
Meets at 7pm, Sun. night at Clearwater United Methodist 

Church, 405 Main St. Clearwater. (320) 310-1399 for AA  or 
(320) 558-6613 for Al-Anon.

Clearwater AA Meeting
Meets Mon. nights, 7pm at Rejoice Lutheran Church, 1155 

CR 75, Clearwater. (612) 801-7317.

Clearwater Area Friends of the Library
Clearwater Area Friends of the Library are currently  

accepting donations of gently used books, DVDs & CDs 
for their used bookstore located in the Clearwater Library.  
Donations are tax deductible & can be dropped off at the Clear-
water Library.

Textbooks, dictionaries, encyclopedias, outdated  
medical books, maazines, & moldy books cannot be ac-
cepted. All proceeds from the sale of used books are used to  
support the programs, services & equipment of the Clearwater 
Library.

Clearwater American Legion Post 323 & Auxiliary
Clearwater Legion meetings are held the second Thurs. of the 

month. Auxiliary 6:30pm, S.A.L. at 7pm, Legion 7:30pm. Clear-
water Legion, Clearwater.

Clearwater/Clear Lake Food Shelf
Open Mon. 5:30-7pm, Tues. 9-11am & 6-8pm, Wed. 

3-5pm & in the brown Lions Community Building be-
neath the water tower in Clearwater.  We service residents of  
Clearwater & Clear Lake.

Clearwater Narcotics Anonymous 
 Meets at 7pm, Wed. night at Clearwater United  

Methodist Church, 405 Main St. Clearwater. (612) 607-4484.

Clearwater Masonic Lodge No. 28
 Meets first & third Sat. (Sept-June) at 7:30pm. 205 Oak St, 

Clearwater. www.clearwater28.com.

Free Grace Recovery
Sun. 6-8pm at Clear Lake Town Hall, 7684 1st Ave. W. Clear 

Lake. A light meal will be served at 6pm. Everyone is welcome. 
Justin or Renee at (612) 384-9069.

Lions Club of Clearwater
 Meets second Tues. of the month at 8pm. Clearwater Lions 

Pavilion. www.clearwaterlionsmn.com

Young @ Heart
Community Young@Heart will meet on the third Thurs. of 

every month at Rejoice Lutheran Church, 1155 Co. Rd. 75, Clear-
water, MN. Join us: 10:30 to meet & greet old & new friends, 
11:30 lunch (suggested donation), 12pm program.

 Miscellaneous 
Organization

Every Child Deserves a Family! WE NEED YOU!
Sherburne County is recruiting Foster Homes! Family Foster 

Care offers a temporary home until children can be safetly re-
united with their families or achieve permanency through kinship 
care or adoption. Foster Care is the 24-hour care of a child in a 
home that meets the child’s basic need for food, shelter, clothing, 
medical & dental care, privacy, safety, & adult supervision.

Children enter Foster Care whose families are  
experiencing difficulties, have special medical, emotional, or de-
velopmental needs or who struggle with their own issues such as 
mental health, behavior, or truancy. Foster Care is the least restric-
tive out-of-home placement option & most likely a family setting.

Please contact: Chelsea Doherty  763) 765-4033 or  
chelsea.doherty@co.sherburne.mn.us. 

FREE - Advocates for Independence
 First & third Wed. of the month 2-4pm at Independent 

Lifestyles, 215 North Benton Drive, Sauk Rapids. Make a  
difference in your community for people w/disabilities.  
Michele Pelka (320) 281-2042.  All abilities are welcome to at-
tend.

FREE - The Saint Cloud Area Parkinson’s Disease 
(PD) Support Group invites you to “Coffee &  

Conversation” the last Wed. monthly at 10am at Edgewood 
Living 677 Brianna Drive, Sartell. Meetings are open to those 
diagnosed w/PD, their families, caregivers, & the general  
public. Group provides support, education, & awareness about the  
disease. Bobbi (320) 281-3343.  

Mental Health Discussion Group
Meets Mon., 6-7pm at Independent Lifestyles, 215 N. Ben-

ton Dr., Sauk Rapids. This is a free group, everyone is welcome. 

Ricky (320) 281-2025.

Parkinson’s Disease Support Group
Meets third Mon. of the month, from 1-2:30pm at ILICIL  

Independent Lifestyles, 215 N. Benton Dr., Sauk Rapids. This free 
group provides support, education, & awareness about the disease. 
Independent Lifestyles at (320) 529-9000.

Rivers of Hope
Advocates for ending family violence, is a non-profit  

community based agency offering advocacy, support, education 
& referral services for victims of family violence. Working in  
partnerships w/schools, law enforcement, social service agencies 
& the court system in Sherburne & Wright Co. (763) 295-3433 or 
1-800-439-2642 or info@riversofhope.org. Free & confidential. 
Phones answered 24/7.

Volunteer as a Foster Grandparent 
Local schools & organizations need caring adults like you!  

Orientation, training & ongoing support are provided. Pat Braun 
(612) 390-0617.

Wright County Community Action
You have been affected & are having or 

are anticipating having difficulity paying your  
mortgage, WCCA is here to help you navi-
gate your options & keep your home. To speak 
with a homeownership advisor, call Wright County  
Community Action at (320) 963-6500 ext. 238 today.  
Services are unbiased, confidential & free of charge. 

Upcoming Becker Events
Eagle Award Celebration

The public is invited to Jakob Johnson’s Eagle Award Cele-
bration. Sun., Dec. 5, 4pm., Becker city Park Building.

Jakob is the son of Jamie & Julie Johnson of Becker. Grand-
son of Howard & JoAnn Johnson, of Becker & Russell & Carol 
Kilgard of Foley.

Upcoming Elk River Events
Breakfast in Bethlehem

A Free Family Event
Come enjoy a Free Breakfast, walk through a beautiful Na-

tivity scene Gallery, & let your kids participate in the All Kids 
Kazoo Revue. Christmas shop at the Bethlehem Boutique & Sta-
ble Sweets Bake Shoppe!

Lord of Glory Lutheran Church, 15550 190th Ave NW, Elk 
River (Hwy 10 & CR 15).

Announcements

2021 Turkey Drawing Winners
Following are the participating businesses and winners in the annual Becker / Big Lake / Clear Lake / Clearwater merchants turkey/prize drawings. Winners of the turkey/prizes are asked to report to those 

businesses to pick up their certificate or prizes, which can be redeemed at: Becker Food Pride, Coborn’s in Big Lake or Coborn’s in Clearwater per your winning certificate.

 Certificates must be redeemed by Saturday, Dec. 4th

Becker Merchants
American Family: Gwen Dunteman, Becker.

Beck’s Pub: Pat Nebben, Becker.

Charlie’s: Elaine Chmielewski, Becker.

Country Lumber (2): Jacob Novak, Clear Lake; 
Tiffany McDowall, Becker.

Deli Plus: Patti Cox, Becker.

Fantastic Sam’s: Dennis Pilarski, Clear Lake.

Food Pride (3): Anita Hamacher, Becker; Eugene 
Kolbinger, Becker; Linda Nebben, Becker.

Becker Furniture World (10): Geo Pappenfus, 
Becker; Dennis Wolbeck, Big Lake; William Lee, An-
nandale; Reinie Gruber, Clear Lake; Mary Schmidt, 
Big Lake; Garry Burger, Big Lake; Daniel Bjorlin, 
Big Lake; Vicki Helget, Clearwater; Bonnie Fish, 
Becker; Penny Smeby, Big Lake.

Los Ortizes: Doug & Jan Person, Becker; Ed Lewis, 
Clear Lake.

National Realty Guild: Susan Klippen, Clear Lake.

Patriot: Stephanie Pederson, Becker.

Pizza Depot: Deb Jensen, Becker.

Rebecca’s Cafe: Cheryl Knapper, Becker.

Structural Buildings (2): Penny Smeby, Becker; 
Clyde Stein, Big Lake.

Studio 5: Jeannie Johnson.

Three Ladies Laundry: Reinie Gruber, Clear Lake.

True Value: Vince Link, Clear Lake.

Big Lake Merchants
American Family (2): Clyde Stein, Big Lake; Ron 
Schert, Becker.

Auto Stop: Gina Wolbeck, Big Lake.

Big Lake Lumber: Diane Baumgartner, Big Lake.

Coborn’s (2): Cindy Brockopp, Big Lake; Shannon 
Lewellyn, Big Lake.

Corner Oaks Dentistry (2): Ron Knapper, Becker; 
Linda Loss, Milaca.

Great River Spine (2): Debbie Manion, Big Lake; 
Corrina Anderson, Clear Lake.

Hardware Hank: Ruth Koenen, Big Lake.

Lake Liquors (2): Bruce Moey, Big Lake; Ruth 
Koenen, Big Lake.

Liberty Bank (3): Tamara Stenberg, Big Lake; Phyl-
lis Nees, Big Lake; Jan Gladen, Big Lake.

Lupulin (3): Matt Gallagher, Big Lake; Niel B.; Dar-
lene Saccoman.

Minnco Credit Union (2): Kevin McCambridge, Big  
Lake; Rev. Donna Pouliout, Big Lake.

Old National (2): Marilyn Grimlie, Big Lake; Tamara 
Stenberg, Big Lake.

Patriot: Jan Gladen, Big Lake.

Pizza Factory: Julie Puffer, Buffalo.

State Farm (2): James Gulbranson, Clear Lake; Phyl-
lis Nees, Big Lake.

The Buff: Cindy Brockopp, Big Lake.

Trails Sports Bar: Lisa Dawson, Big Lake.

Clear Lake Merchants
Briggs Lake General Store: John Helget, Clearwa-
ter.

CentraSota: Jennifer Zipf, Clear Lake.

Oak Park Creamery: Gail Albright, Sauk Rapids

Patriot: Sharon Winkelman, Saint Cloud.

Royal Renovations: Dennis Pilarski, Clear Lake.

Clearwater Merchants
American Heritage Bank (2): Ruth Helget, Annan-
dale; Rick Holthaus, Clearwater.

Authority Fence: Jim Schmidt.

Bedrock Bar & Grill: Jennifer Zipf, Clear Lake.

Clearwater American Legion: Ruth Helget, Annan-
dale.

Clearwater Chiropractic (2): Vickie Michalski, 
Clear Lake; Abe Maier, Clearwater.

Clearwater Corners: Betty Helget, Clearwater.

Coborn’s: Gary & Jenny Schmidt, Clearwater.

Coborn’s Liquor: Dave Eichten, Clearwater.

Flinstones Lounge: James Gulbranson, Clear Lake.

Lake Central Bank: Fran Spears, Clearwater.

Now IT Connects (2): Tom Allen, Clearwater; 
Heather Fahsl, Clear Lake.

Oodles of Doodles: L. Angrimson, Clear Lake.

Parts City (10): Joe Domeier, Clear Lake; Betty 
Eiden, Clearwater; Diane Eisenschenk, Clearwater; 
George Frey, Clear Lake; Jane Gulbranson, Clear 
Lake; Sara Gullickson, Clear Lake; Abe Maier, Clear-
water; James Rosha, Clearwater; Jenny Schmidt, 
Clearwater; Victor Spears, Clearwater.

Patriot: Rebekah Kanable, Annandale.

Royal Renovations: Dennis Pilarski, Clear Lake.

T&R Meats (2 Steaks): Mike Jacobs, Clearwater; 
Tom Allen, Clearwater.

Tom’s Auto Repair (3): Betty Helget, Clearwater; 
Corinna Anderson, Clear Lake; Mary Jacobs, Clear-
water.

Tri-Country Lumber (10): Fran Spears, Clearwater; 
Vicki Helget, Clearwater; Karen Pilarski, Clear Lake; 
Mary Schmidt, Big Lake; Rebecca Mix, Saint Cloud; 
Susan Klippen, Clear Lake; Jennifer Zipf, Clear Lake; 
Carol Lauermann, Clearwater; David Ellis, Clearwa-
ter; Cheryl Knapper, Becker.

   

 
 
  

 
   
 
   
  
  

Becker Area Senior Center (BASC) 
Upcoming Events

BASC at Becker Community Center (BCC) 
Mon., Nov. 22: Open All Day;  5am-Coffee’s on; 10am-Crib-
bage
Tues., Nov. 23: 9am-Coffee, Conversation, Cards; 1pm-Create 
a Holiday Centerpiece: $15-$20 - pay at class. Bring a con-
tainer or use ours. Sign-up at BCC front desk.
Wed., Nov. 24: Open All Day;  5am-Coffee’s on;10-11am-Room 
109 Dementia Caregiver Support Trained facilitator, Tami Kol-
binger. 
Thurs., Nov. 25: HAPPY THANKSGIVING 
Fri., Nov. 26: Open All Day; 5am - Coffee’s on

Becker Community Center: 763-200-4271
BASC Coordinator: Carol Brunn

Activity Coordinator: Pat Throlson
Blood Pressure available whenever BASC is open  

Send activity/class opportunities to: 
basc.becker@gmail.com

 
Big Lake Senior 

Center
The Big Lake Senior Club 

meets Tues., 1-4pm, Big Lake 
City Hall, 160 Lake St. North. 

We would love to have you 
join us for card games, refresh-
ments  & conversation. 

For More Information Call: 
(763) 309-1010 and/or

(763) 263-7134

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 11/21/2021 Central

FROM
$2,249*

$1,999*

TM

1-877-375-2291
promo code N7017

* Prices are per person based on double occupancy plus $199 in taxes & fees. Single supplement and seasonal surcharges may apply. 
Add-on airfare available. Offers apply to new bookings only, made by 12/31/21. Other terms & conditions may apply. Ask your Travel 
Consultant for details.

Chicago • St. Louis • Branson • Oklahoma City • 
Amarillo • Albuquerque • Flagstaff • Las Vegas • 
Los Angeles • Santa Monica — Miles of open road, 
quirky attractions, and windswept desert vistas—if you 
love the quintessential Americana of Route 66, this is 
the tour for you. Get your kicks traveling the length of 
the Mother Road.

14 days, departs April - October 2022

HISTORIC ROUTE 66

MEEKER MEMORIAL
HOSPITAL & CLINICS

Rural healthcare facility seeks the following professionals:

612 Sibley Ave. S., Litchfield, MN 55355 EOE
Questions: Contact Cindi 320-693-4521,
ctwardy@meekermemorial.org

Apply online: www.meekermemorial.org/careers
See website for position/benefit details.

Advanced Practice Provider • PhysicalTherapist
Medical LabTechnician • Surgery Nurse Manager
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763-262-1454
Becker, MN

763-452-2500
Big Lake, MN

320-743-2204
Clear Lake, MN

FUNERAL HOME • CREMATION SERVICES

www.williamsdingmann.com

FAMILY FUNERAL HOMES

SPONSORED BY: SPONSORED BY:

8852 Cty Rd 23
Becker, MN 

Phone:
763.261.5656

Ralph du Monceaux, Owner
Free Loaners ~ Free Estimates 

~ Honest Work

763-261-5656
Ralph’s

Auto Body

763-262-4237

M-F
8AM-

4:30PM

Owner: Chad Schwintek
13050 1st Street Becker, MN 55308

• BECKER
Grace Lutheran Church (LCMS)
Pastor: David M. Johnson, 763-262-7782, 11185 27th Ave SE. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am, Sun. School 10:30am, Wed. J.U.M.P. 6pm.
Becker Baptist Church
Pastors: Nathan Bucher (Acting), Kevin Drehmel (Youth) & Amy Drehmel 
(Dir. Of Ministry), 763-261-4202, 11951 Hancock St. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship/Children 10:30am, Wed. Youth Group 6:30pm. www.beckerbaptist.
org. 
Becker Evangelical Free Church
Pastors: Patrick Drury (Senior), Chris Salvevold (Youth), 763-261-4125, 
Becker High School, Office: 11373 150th Ave SE. Services: Sun. Worship/
Teaching/Fellowship 10am.
Mary of the Visitation 
Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 12100 Sherburne Ave. Services: Sat. 
Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8:30am & 10:30am. Masses held 1st, 3rd & 5th Sun-
days of the month. (Masses held on 2nd & 4th Sundays in Big Lake).
Faith (Becker) Lutheran 
Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Yolanda Denson-Byers, 763-261-5751, 11755 Sherburne Ave. Ser-
vices: Sun. Worship 9:30 am, Sun. School 10am.
Oakwood Community 
Church Assemblies of God
Pastors: Gerry Bass & Sarah, 763-220-6004, 13140 1st St (SW Corner of 
Becker Furniture World). Services: Sun. Bible Study/Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Snake River Free Church
Pastor: Steve Johnston, 612-219-8648, 180th St SE. Services: Sun. Worship/
Sun. School 10:30am., Hymn Sing is second Sun. of every month.
Becker Christian Center & Abundant Grace Church
Pastor: Ken Hanson, 763-262-2177, 15455 59th St SE. Services: Sun. Praise 
& Worship 9:30am, Wed. Family Fellowship 7pm.
Beacon House of Prayer
Pastors: Brian & Linda Holmes, 763-263-3771, 12264 Pleasant Ave. Ser-
vices: Thurs. Worship 6:30pm.
Free Grace United
Pastor: Kevin Wilson, 763-245-0001, Becker High School, 12000 Hancock 
St, Enter door 11. Services: Wed. Worship 6:30pm.

• BIG LAKE
Acts Seventh-Day Adventists Community Church
Pastor: Bill Nixon, 763-263-2287, 20455 187th Ave Nw. Services: Sat. 
Worship 9am, Sat. Sabbath School 10:15am.
Bethany Bible Church
763-263-2167, 511 Eagle Lake Road. Services: Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Bridgeview Assembly of God
Pastor: Steve Royalty, 763-263-6274, 20500 County Road 11. Services: 
Sun. Worship 10am, Wed. Service 6:30pm.
SVEA Hill Covenant Church
Pastor: Don Bellach, 763-263-6322, 16392 235th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Cornerstone Baptist Church
Pastor: Gordon Langdon, 763-263-7878, 15300 County Road 35. 
Hope Lutheran Church 
(ELCA) in Orrock
763-263-7990. www.hopeintherefuge.weebly.com.
IFLESIA AMOR VIVIENTE
Living Love Church
Pastores: Juan & Patricia Aguayo, 763-607-5403, 21 Lake St N. Services: 
Sat. 6pm.
Lord of Glory Lutheran Church
Pastor: Marty Mably, 763-263-3090, 15550 190th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
8am & 10am.
Mary of the Visitation 
Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 440 Lake St N. Services: Sat. Mass 
5pm; Sun. 8:30am & 10:30am. Masses held on 2nd & 4th Sundays of the 
month (Masses held on 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays in Becker).
Riverside Church
Online: www.myrc.church, 763-263-2410, 20314 County Road 14. Ser-

vices: Sun 8:45am, 10:30am & 12:05pm.
Saron Lutheran Church
Pastor: Kyle Sidlo, 763-263-2209, 311 Lake St. S. Services: Sun. Worship 
9:30am, indoors or livestream.

• SANTIAGO
South Santiago Lutheran 
Church ELCA
Pastor: Daryl Thul, 763-662-2048, 14675 37th St. Services: Sun. 8am in 
Sanctury Worship, 10am in Sanctuary. Audio broadcast in parking lot for 
both services.
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church E.L.S. & Princeton Evangelical School
Pastor: Timothy Zenda, 763-662-2570, 18977 17th St. Services: Sun. 
School/Bible Class 10:30am, Divine Worship 9am.
Glendorado Lutheran (ELCA)
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Shari Routh, 920-573-0193, 1100 186th Ave NE. Services: Sun 
Good Shepherd 9am, Sun. Glendorado 10:30am.
Gethsemane Church 
(ELCA) – Ronneby
Pastor: Barbara Peterson, 320-983-5002, 14478 78th St. NE. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Glendorado Evangelical 
Country Church
Pastor: Sam Alfano, 763-662-2244, 16999 Glendorado Road NE. Services: 
Sun. School 9:30am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• CLEAR LAKE
Living Waters Church
Pastor: Mark Stahl, 320-292-0250, 7830 Church St. Services: Sun. Worship 
10am, Wed. Bible Study 6:30pm.
Trinity Lutheran Church 
Missouri Synod
Pastor: Josh Reber, 320-743-2919, 8641 Main Ave. Services: Sun. Worship 
8:45am, Sun. School 9:45am.
St. Marcus Catholic Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-743-2481, 8701 Main Ave. Services: Sat. 
Confessions 4:15pm, Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. 8am.

• DUELM
St. Lawrence Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-968-7502, 10915 Duelm Road NE. Ser-
vices: Sun. Mass 10am, Tues. Mass 8am.

• CLEARWATER
Clearwater United 
Methodist Church
Pastor: Alison Hendley, 320-558-2581, 405 Main St. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9:30am.
Freedom Bible Church
605 Lime St. (Old Clearwater Post Office). Services: Sun. Bible Study 
9:30am & 6pm, Sun. Worship 10:45am, Wed. Bible Study 7pm.
Rejoice Lutheran Church – ELCA
Pastor: Jim Bump, 320-558-6851, 1155 County Road 75. Services: Sun. 
Worship 9:30am.
Church of St. Luke
Father: Dennis Backer, 320-558-2124, 17545 Huber Ave NW. Services: 
Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8am & 10am, Weekday Mass Tues.-Fri. 8am/
Sat. 9am.
Tri-County Alliance Church
Pastor: David Fogal, 320-558-2750, 8464 160th St NW. Services: Sun. 
School 9am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• SILVER CREEK
Immanuel Lutheran Church
Pastor: Ken Tatkenhorst, 763-878-2820, 11390 Elliot Ave NW. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am
Silver Creek Community Church
Pastor: Zach Pryor, 320-963-3957, 4282 114th St NW. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9am, Sun. Fellowship 10am, Sun. School 10:30am. Kathy J. Nelson

(612) 219-8644
Becker Office: 12390 Sherburne Ave 
realtor.kathyjnelson@gmail.com

RYAN HUBBARD
763-263-8334 

RESIDENTIAL  • COMMERCIAL - AGRICULTURAL

6715 125th Ave - Clear Lake, MN
320.743.2387 • Cell: 320.290.9843

Scott & Tonia Ulsby

KEN GEROUX CONSTRUCTION
C O R P O R A T I O N

Integrity • Excellence
Uncompromising Customer Satisfaction

Lic. #BC002757
Big Lake • 763-263-6878

Order Online!

Becker Pizza Depot
The Area’s Best Pizza -- Ask Anyone!

14281 Bank Street, Becker • 763-262-2700
www.BeckerPizzaDepot.com • Facebook: Pizza Depot

Pizza, Wings & More

Becker 763-261-4200  |  Princeton 763-389-4099
Monticello 763-271-7177

www.sherburnestatebank.com

Your Hometown Bank

Sherburne
State Bank

Member 
FDIC

290 EAGLE LAKE RD. N. BIG LAKE
763-263-3262 • WWW.CORNEROAKSDENTAL.COM

FAMILY & COSMETIC DENTISTRY

DR. REED DILL & 
DR. PETER KUEFLER

16455 122nd St Becker MN 55308

763-263-9471

763- 262-6500
quality cars, trucks & vans
www.dansofbiglake.com

24 
HOUR
Towing & recovery

19640 200th Ave., Big Lake

Big Lake

 763-263-6350
parkdental.com

This space 
can be yours!
763-275-0275

• Family Owned 
    & Operated
• Light, Medium and 
    Heavy Duty  Towing 

• Lockouts 
• Jump Starts 
• Winch Recovery

www.bobstowingandrecovery.com

• BIG LAKE 
• ELK RIVER 
• MONTICELLO

Church DirectoryChurch DirectoryChurch Directory

This space 
can be yours!
763-275-0275

320-743-2479 
• dahlensheetmetal@frontier.com

P.O. Box 646 • Becker, MN 55308
www.dahlensheetmetal.com

This space 
can be yours!
763-275-0275

Harley passed away on 
November 13, 2021, peace-
fully at home with his family 
by his side. 

He was born on Novem-
ber 10, 1939, in Bemidji, MN 
to Donald & Gertrude (Page) 
Lindsey. The family moved 
to Garrison, ND for 12 years 
and then moved back to Nary, 
MN. He attended Bemidji 
High School. He married Sha-
ron Lembke on September 29, 
1963, they moved to Big Lake, 
MN. After Harley served his 
country for 2 years in the U.S. 
Army, they were blessed with 
2 children. Harley worked for 
Cargill Research Farm at Elk 
River, MN for 27 years and 
Darter Plastics in Becker, MN 
for 10 years. 

Harley enjoyed doing 
woodworking, birdwatching, 
fishing, watching western 

movies and spending time with 
family. Harley was preceded 
in death by his parents, and 
brother Norman. 

He is survived by his wife 
of 58 years Sharon; sons Gary 
(Marianne) of Becker, MN, 
and Jeffrey and significant 
other, Julie of Winona, MN; 
sister Marilyn Carlson of 
Baudette, MN; grandchildren 
Halle (Jade) Drews, Cooper 
(Robyn) Lindsey-Bainbridge, 
Emma, and Katelyn Lindsey, 
and Sheldon, Colten, and Pres-
ton Brand; great-granddaugh-
ter Norah May Drews; nieces 
& nephews; and other relatives 
& friends. 

Visitation was held on Fri-
day, November 19, 2021, at 
the Peterson-Grimso Funeral 
Chapel, 250 East Broadway, 
Monticello, MN, and 1 hour 
prior to service at church. 
Memorial service will be 
held at 11am on Saturday, 
November 20, 2021, at Saron 
Lutheran Church, 311 Lake 
Street South, Big Lake, MN. 
Interment at a later date in MN 
State Veterans Cemetery, Lit-
tle Falls, MN. 

Arr. by Peterson-Grimsmo 
Funeral Chapel, Monticello. 
763-295-2918. (www.peter-
son-grimsmochapel.com)
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Medical LabTechnician • Surgery Nurse Manager
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Public Notices
STATE OF MINNESOTA

TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
COUNTY OF SHERBURNE

DISTRICT COURT
PROBATE DIVISION

Court File No. 71-PR-21-162
Estate of: Thomas Edward De-
Mars, 
a/k/a Thomas E. DeMars,
Decedent.

NOTICE OF INFORMAL 
APPOINTMENT OF PER-
SONAL REPRESENTATIVE 
AND NOTICE TO CREDI-
TORS (INTESTATE)

Notice is given that an appli-
cation for informal appointment of 
personal representative has been 
filed with the Registrar. No will 
has been presented for probate. 
The application has been granted.

Notice is also given that 
the Registrar has informally ap-
pointed Jason E. DeMars whose 
address is 3671 Hamlet Avenue 
N, Oakdale MN 55128 as per-
sonal representative of the Estate 
of the Decedent. Any heir or other 
interested person may be entitled 
to appointment as personal rep-
resentative or may object to the 
appointment of the personal rep-
resentative. Unless objections are 
filed with the Court (pursuant to 
Minnesota Statutes section 524.3-
607) and the Court otherwise or-
ders, the personal representative 
has full power to administer the 
Estate including, after 28 days for 
the date of issuance of letters, the 
power to sell, encumber, lease, or 
distribute real estate.

Any objections to the ap-
pointment of the Personal Repre-
sentative must be filed with this 
Court and will be heard by the 
Court after the filing of an appro-
priate petition and proper notice of 
hearing.

Notice is also given that (sub-
ject to Minnesota Statutes section 
524.3-801) all creditors having 
claims against the Estate are re-
quired to present the claims to the 
personal representative or to the 
Court Administrator within four 
months after the date of this No-
tice or the claims will be barred.
Dated: 10/27/2021
/s/ Patricia A. Kuka,
Sherburne Court Administrator
Attorney for: Personal Represen-
tative
G. Scott Hoke
G. Scott Hoke, P.A.
12201 Champlin Drive
Champlin, MN 55316
Attorney License No: 150277
Telephone: 763-712-3777
Email: shoke@hokelawmn.com
(Published in the Patriot: 
11/13/21; 11/20/21).
___________________________

STATE OF MINNESOTA
DISTRICT COURT

SHERBURNE COUNTY
TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
Court File Number: 71-FA-21-
491

Notice of Issuance of Emer-
gency (Ex Parte) Order for Pro-
tection by Publication (Minn. 
Stat. § 518B.01, subd. 8)
In the Matter of Lisha Pearl Pe-
terson and OBO Minor Child, 
Petitioner vs, DUSTIN RICH-
ARD GILSRUD, Respondent
To Respondent:

YOU ARE NOTIFIED that 
an Ex Parte Order for Protection 
has been issued in this case. You 
may request a hearing if you 
contact the court administrator’s 
office within 12 days of the date 
of publication of this notice. You 
may obtain a copy of the Ex Parte 
Order for Protection and the form 
to request a hearing from the court 
administrator’s office at the fol-
lowing address:
Sherburne County District 
Court
13880 Business Center Drive, 
Suite 100
Elk River MN 55330-1692

Failure to request a hearing or 
to obtain a copy of the Ex Parte 
Order will not be a defense to 
prosecution for violation of the 
Court’s order.
Dated: November 15, 2021
/s/ Patricia Kuka
Court Administrator
(Published in the Patriot: 
11/20/21).
___________________________

Office of the Minnesota 
Secretary of State

Certificate of Incorporation
Minnesota Statutes, 

Chapter 302A
I, Steve Simon, Secretary of 

State of Minnesota, do certify that: 
The following business entity has 
duly complied with the relevant 
provisions of Minnesota Statutes 
listed below, and is formed or au-
thorized to do business in Minne-
sota on and after this date with all 
the powers, rights and privileges, 
and subject to the limitations, du-
lies and restrictions, set forth in 
that chapter.

The business  ent i ty 
is now legally registered 
under the laws of Minnesota. 
NAME: Thompson’s Trails lnc
File Number: 1266469800055
Minnesota Statutes, Chapter: 
302A
This certificate has been issued 
on:  11/01/2021 
Work Item: 1266469800055
Original File Number: 
1266469800055
STATE OF MINNESOTA
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 
OF STATE
FILED
11/01/2021
11:59 PM
/s/ Steve Simon
Secretary of State
(Published in the Patriot: 
11/20/21; 11/27/21).
___________________________

Probates Sherburne County Public Notices

Ex Parte

Certificate of 
Incorporation

Sherburne County Board of Commissioners
Community Health Board Meeting Minutes

September 21, 2021
The Chair Opened the Community Health Board Meeting.
Community Health Services Administrator’s Bi-monthly Report.
Nicole Ruhoff, CHS Administrator
• Community Health Services Administrator Nicole Ruhoff provided
the Board with her bi-monthly report. Highlighted items were Public 
Health and updates on COVID-19 and vaccines.
The Chair adjourned the Community Health Board Meeting at
12:15pm.
/s/ Raeanne Danielowski, Chairperson
/s/ Bruce Messelt, County Administrator
(Published in the Patriot: 11/20/21).

Sherburne County Board of Commissioners
Community Health Board Meeting Minutes

July 15, 2021
The Chair Opened the Community Health Board Meeting. Com-
missioner Burandt was absent.
• Dolan/Schmiesing unanimous to approve with a 4-0 vote the Com-
munity Health Board Meeting proposed agenda.
• Dolan/Fobbe unanimous to approve with a 4-0 vote the Community
Health Board Meeting Minutes: May 18, 2021.
Amendment # 2 for the Public Health Emergency Preparedness
Grant Project Agreement Between the Minnesota Department
of Health and the Sherburne County Community Health Board
(SWIFT Contract #161310).
Nicole Ruhoff, CHS Administrator
• Dolan/Schmiesing unanimous to approve with a 4-0 vote, amend-
ment # 2 for the Public Health Emergency Preparedness Grant Proj-
ect Agreement Between the Minnesota Department of Health and 
the Sherburne County Community Health Board (SWIFT Contract 
#161310).
Community Health Services Administrator’s Bi-monthly Report.
Nicole Ruhoff, CHS Administrator
• CHS Administrator Nicole Ruhoff provided the Board with the 
Community Health Services Administrator’s bi-monthly report. 
Highlighted areas of the report were updates on the Public Health 
Division & Unit, COVID statistics and vaccine statistics.
The Chair adjourned the Community Health Board Meeting at
12:15pm.
/s/ Raeanne Danielowski, Chairperson
/s/ Bruce Messelt, County Administrator
(Published in the Patriot: 11/20/21).

Sherburne County Board of Commissioners
November 2, 2021 - County Board Workshop Minutes

The Board Chair opened the County Board Workshop Meeting. 
Human Resources Department Update. Human Resources
Tammy Bigelow, HR Director
•  Human Resources Director Tammy Bigelow provided the Board 
with Human Resources Department update. Ms. Bigelow updated the 
Board on Remote Work data, the County’s Market Review process, 
and the recently completed Labor Market Review.
Discuss Use of ARPA Funding for Grams Park Infrastructure. 
Public Works
Andrew Witter, Public Works Department Head
•  Parks Coordinator Gina Hugo and Public Works Director Andrew 
Witter presented the needs of ARPA funds for Grams Park infra-
structure.
Discussion was had highlighting the following:
•  Parking Lot Capacity
•  Bathroom Facilities
•  Picnic Shelter
•  Break Down of Funding Summary
•  Park Fee Funds
Direction was provided to proceed with the proposed project, with 
the specific funding mechanism to be determined at a later date.
Discussion on the Northstar Commuter Rail and Northstar Link. 
Administration
Andrew Witter, Public Works Department Head, Bruce Messelt, 
County Administrator
•The Board and staff discussed current and future County involve-
ment and support for the Northstar Commuter Rail and Northstar 
Link. Direction was provided to those who would be attending an 
upcoming meeting regarding Northstar Commuter Rail. An update 
on the Northstar Link was provided on the 5 Year Master Agreement 
that is set to expire on December 31, 2021.
ARPA Priority Discussion. Administration
Bruce Messelt, County Administrator, Dan Weber, Assistant County 
Administrator
•  The group discussed the American Recovery Plan Act priorities 
and provided County Staff direction on the establishment of the pro-
posed Community/Non-Profit Organization Program. 
Adjourn Workshop Meeting
/s/ Raeanne Danielowski, Chairperson
/s/ Bruce Messelt, County Administrator
(Published in the Patriot: 11/20/21).

Sherburne County
WARRANTS FOR PUBLICATION

Warrants Approved On 10/15/2021 For Payment 10/15/2021
Vendor Name    Amount
Becker Collision & Glass Inc  7,222.52
Bureau Of Criminal Apprehension 9,175.00
Carefree Cleaning LLC  5,672.00
CGW Law Office   2,950.00
City of Becker   96,525.79
D A Lubricant Company Inc  6,639.00
El-Jay Mechanical, Inc  7,500.00
Further    3,029.50
Greenhaven Printing   2,364.04
Guardian Fleet Safety   15,797.28
HDR Engineering Inc.  6,603.06
Health Partners - Group Health Inc 24,851.41
Hess & Jendro Law Office, P.A.  3,291.38
Marco    8,578.63
Marco Inc    39,824.97
MCIT    2,500.00
Meyer Contracting, Inc  375,395.48
Michael Cook & Mark’s Sewer Service 10,850.00
Minnesota Monitoring Inc  3,648.00
New Look Contracting Inc  20,616.98
Rutland Law, PLLC   6,950.00
Star Tribune   10,587.20
Summit Food Service, LLC  15,190.63
Switchboard Advertising, LLC  2,500.00
The Hartford   40,659.50
Tradewinds Electric LLC  15,888.59
Uhl Company Inc   6,731.50
Videotronix Inc   3,584.60
Windstream   3,332.72
81 Payments less than 2000  37,469.79
  Final Total: 795,929.57
(Published in the Patriot: 11/20/21).

Sherburne County
WARRANTS FOR PUBLICATION

Warrants Approved On 10/22/2021 For Payment 10/22/2021
Vendor Name    Amount
Alliant Engineering 2,842.50
Bob Barker Company 14,047.20
Braun Intertec Corp 5,103.57
Brin Glass Service 9,350.00
BWBR 3,150.00
Central Hydraulics Inc 3,377.19
Central MN Mental Health Center 20,693.68
City of Elk River 12,442.58
Dacotah Paper Co 7,695.03
ECM Publishers Inc 9,156.20
El-Jay Mechanical, Inc 63,378.00
Govred Technology Inc 99,500.00
InTime Services Inc 14,760.00
Jeddeloh & Snyder Pa, Attnys At Law 3,969.50
Jeremy’s Lawn Service Inc 4,188.00
Knife River 1,156,776.38
Konrad Material Sales LLC 13,500.00
Linda Steinberg&Boettcher Excvtg/Septic 20,000.00
Lockridge Grindal Nauen PLLP 3,000.00
Marco Inc 6,662.09
Martin-McAllister Consulting Psychlogist 2,200.00
MCIS 32,643.00
MCIT 62,802.50
McKesson Medical Surgical Government 2,126.59
Mn Dept Of Health 5,992.50
NCIC Inmate Communications 28,820.62
New Look Contracting Inc 710,670.68
Office Of MN.IT Services 2,927.96
Patriot News MN 2,037.00
Phoenix Supply 2,640.84
Sherburne Co Swcd 7,470.30
SRF Consulting Group Inc 12,840.00
State Treasurer 33,726.50
Stearns County Environmental Services 2,522.00
Suburban Tire Wholesale Inc 20,154.80
Summit Food Service, LLC 15,085.68
Thomson Reuters-West-Payment Center 2,246.13
Uhl Company Inc 9,030.00
Veolia Environmental Services 20,783.60
67 Payments less than 2000 32,740.16
  Final Total: 2,483,052.78
(Published in the Patriot: 11/20/21).

Sherburne County
WARRANTS FOR PUBLICATION

Warrants Approved For Payment 10/14/2021
Vendor Name    Amount
Mn Dept Of Revenue  687,973.90
State Of Minnesota  2,303.50
State Of Minnesota  2,070.25
3 Payments less than 2000 4,622.25
  Final Total: 696,969.90
(Published in the Patriot: 11/20/21).

Sherburne County
WARRANTS FOR PUBLICATION

Warrants Approved For Payment 10/18/2021
Vendor Name    Amount
State Of Minnesota  2,158.25
State Of Minnesota  2,137.25
State Of Minnesota  2,805.25
State Of Minnesota  2,018.75
2 Payments less than 2000 3,551.82
  Final Total: 12,671.32
(Published in the Patriot: 11/20/21).

Sherburne County
WARRANTS FOR PUBLICATION

Warrants Approved On 11/04/2021 For Payment 11/04/2021
Vendor Name    Amount
Treas Ind School Dist 477 866,724.20
Treas,Ind School Dist 51 19,734.89
Treas,Ind School Dist 882 154,167.08
  Final Total: 1,040,626.17
(Published in the Patriot: 11/20/21).

Pick up a copy 
of the PATRIOT 

at the following 
locations:

CLEARWATER: 
Coborn’s; 
Palmer:  

General Store;
SANTIAGO: 

General Store; 
BECKER: 

Food Pride, 
PATRIOT office; 

BIG LAKE: 
Coborn’s

TO PLACE 
A PUBLIC 
NOTICE - 
Call The
Patriot 

763-275-0275

DEADLINES
Notices & Legals

Wednesdays At Noon
Contact Kathy: 763-275-0275 

or Email:
legals.kathy@patriotnewsmn.com

Township Public Notices

TOWN OF BECKER
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given that the Becker Township Planning 
Commission will hold their monthly meeting at 7:00 p.m. on Mon-
day, December 13, 2021, at Becker Town Hall, 12165 Hancock 
Street. The Planning Commission will meet to consider the follow-
ing application(s) and other planning and zoning related topics.  Be-
ginning at approximately 7:01 p.m. and following:

Public hearing for Kevin & Angela Maas – Applicant and 
Owner.  The owner and applicant have submitted a Conditional Use 
Permit Application for a Personal Storage Structure to be located on 
their parcel at 17798 112th Street, SE, Becker, MN.  

Anyone interested in this request is encouraged to attend and 
comment at the Public Hearing.  If you wish to attend via Zoom, 
contact the clerk for details.  If you have questions regarding 
the requests please contact the clerk at Becker Township Hall, 
12165 Hancock Street, Becker, MN, 763-261-5301.  If you are  
unable to attend, please provide written comment to Lucinda  
Messman at P.O. Box 248, Becker, MN  55308 or by email to  
clerk@beckertownship.org by 4:00 p.m., December 13, 2021.  
Lucinda Messman
Clerk, Becker Township
(Published in the Patriot: 11/20/21).

City Public Notices

NOTICE OF HEARING ON PROPOSED ASSESSMENT
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

Notice is hereby given that the Becker City Council will hold a 
public hearing on Tuesday, December 7th, 2021, at approximately 
5:00 PM to consider and adopt the proposed assessment for grass/
weed removal within the City of Becker.

The proposed assessment roll is on file for public inspection at 
the City Clerk’s office. The total amount of the proposed assessment 
is $750. Written or oral objections will be considered at the meeting. 
No appeal may be taken as to the amount of an assessment unless a 
signed, written objection is filed with the clerk prior to the hearing 
or presented to the presiding officer at the hearing.

An owner may appeal an assessment to district court pursuant 
to Minnesota Statues Section 429.081 by serving notice of the ap-
peal upon the mayor or clerk of the city within 30 days after adop-
tion of the assessment and filing such notice with the district court 
within 10 days after service upon the mayor or clerk.
/s/ Julie Blesi, City Clerk
(Published in the Patriot: 11/20/21).
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Sherburne County Public Notices

Sherburne County Board of Commissioners
November 2, 2021 - County Board Meeting Minutes

Call to Order
The Sherburne County Board of Commissioners convened in reg-
ular session on November 2, 2021, at the Sherburne County Gov-
ernment Center in the City of Elk River, MN. Call to order by the 
Chair was at 9:00am.
•  Moment of Silence and Pledge of Allegiance
•  Approval of Regular Meeting Proposed Agenda
•  Dolan/Fobbe were unanimous to approve the agenda as amended 
with the addition of Big Lake and Baldwin Townships to Consent Item 
2.3.
Consent Agenda
Burandt/Dolan were unanimous in approving the Consent Agenda 
as amended.
•  Approved County Board Meeting Minutes: October 19, 2021
•  Approved County Workshop Meeting Minutes: October 19, 2021
Review and Approve Prosecution Agreement(s) with Township(s). 
Attorney
Kathleen Heaney, County Attorney
•  Approved the prosecution agreement with Palmer, Big Lake, and 
Baldwin Townships to allow the County Attorney’s Office to prosecute 
limited township ordinances dealing with safety issues and authorized 
the County Attorney to sign. (On file.)
Three-Year Contract with Government Management Group 
(GMG) to Provide Cost-Allocation Report for the A-87 Audit. Au-
ditor / Treasurer
Diane Arnold, County Auditor/Treasurer
•  Approved and authorized the Auditor-Treasurer to sign an Agree-
ment with Government Management Group to provide professional 
consulting services from Government Management Group at a cost 
of $4,500 per year and shall commence October 1, 2021, and shall be 
in effect for the calendar years of 2022, 2023 and 2024, unless earlier 
terminated pursuant to this agreement, shall terminate on the date that 
all obligations have been fulfilled.
Local ARMHS Certification for Credent Care LLC. Health & 
Human Services
Tony Masters, Social Services Manager
•  Approved Local Adult Rehabilitative Mental Health Services 
(ARMHS) Certification for Credent Care LLC. (On file.)
Commissioner & Warrants. Auditor / Treasurer
Amanda Larson, HHS Director
Approved Commissioner Warrants as follows:
•  October 15th, 2021 Commissioner Warrants $795,929.57    
•  October 15th, 2021 Manual Warrants $696,969.90    
•  October 22nd, 2021 Commissioner Warrants $2,483,052.78    
•  October 22nd, 2021 Manual Warrants $12,671.32    
•  October 26th, 2021 Commissioner Warrants Est 50% School District 
Payout P2 $1,040,626.24  
HHS 3rd Quarter Donations. Health & Human Services
Amanda Larson, HHS Director
•  Approved and accepted 3rd Quarter donations in the amount of 
$1,248.71 received by the Health and Human Services (HHS) Depart-
ment. (On file.)
HHS IFS Admin 10-22-21 Warrants. Health & Human Services
Amanda Larson, HHS Director
Approved HHS IFS Admin Warrants as follows:
•  October 22, 2021 HHS IFS Admin Warrants $88,340.52 
2022 C&TC Contract Amendment, Budget and Workplan. Health 
& Human Services
Nicole Ruhoff, CHS Administrator
•  Approved and accepted a Grant from the Minnesota Department of 
Human Services in the amount of $132,579 to perform duties and re-
sponsibilities related to the Child and Teen Checkups program, with the 
funding period running from 1/1/2022 to 6/30/2022. (On file.)
Agreement for Central MN Jobs & Training Services, Inc. to Ad-
minister and Deliver the MFIP and DWP Employment Training 
Programs.  Health & Human Services
Gina Anderson, Economic Supports Manager
•  Approved an agreement for Central MN Jobs & Training Services, 
Inc. to administer and deliver the Minnesota Family Investment Pro-
gram (MFIP) and Diversionary Work Program (DWP)  Employment 
Training Programs. The term of the agreement shall be from January 
1, 2022 to December 31, 2022. This contract would be paid for with 
MFIP Consolidated Funds. 
Resolution 110221-AD-2070 Requesting MNDOT Conduct a Speed 
Zone Study - CSAH 12 in the City of Elk River. Public Works
Andrew Witter, Public Works Director
•  Approved Resolution 110221-AD-2070 requesting MNDOT to con-
duct an engineering and traffic investigation (aka Speed Zone Study) 
on that portion of CSAH No. 12 located within the City of Elk River. 
(On file.)
Federal Land Access Program Grant Resolution 110221-AD-2069. 
Public Works
Gina Hugo, Park Coordinator
Approved Resolution 110221-AD-2069 stating the commitment to pro-
vide matching funds (25%) in the amount of $374,400 for a Federal 
Lands Access Program Grant that will be used to construct a grade 
separated pedestrian trail on the north side of CSAH 9, connecting 
Mohnomen and Blue Hill Trail Heads. (On file.)
Grant from AAA Minnesota. Sheriff
Joel Brott, County Sheriff
•  Approved and accepted $950.00 in grant funds sought by the Sher-

iff’s Office through AAA Minnesota for traffic safety efforts in our 
community.
Announcements
County Information and Board Correspondence. Administration
Bruce Messelt, County Administrator
•  County Administrator Bruce Messelt shared an article on the North-
star Rail, letter from the Initiative Foundation, and University of Min-
nesota Extension data with the Board. The Board of Adjustment will 
have openings soon and the Board was asked how they would like to 
proceed with the interviewee processes. The consensus was to have a 
workshop on the item at the second November County Board Meeting. 
Mr. Messelt also informed the Board that staff is in the drafting stage 
of Legislative Priorities and are actively working on the scheduling of 
the Legislative Breakfast. Board Chair Danielowski and Commissioner 
Fobbe will be heading to Washington, D.C. November 30 - December 
1 along with staff to lobby for the Zimmerman overpass project. Truth 
and Taxation will be held on December 2. The AMC Annual Confer-
ence will be held December 6-8 and due to the conference, the first 
December Board meeting will be held on December 9.
Public Hearing
Public Hearing Regarding Tax Forfeited Parcel #60-487-0105 Lot 1 
Block 1, River Bend Second Addition, located in the City of Becker, 
MN, and Approve and Direct Resolution of the Same. Auditor / 
Treasurer
Diane Arnold, County Auditor/Treasurer
•  The Board conducted a Public Hearing for the purpose of Classifying 
or Reclassifying and Sale of Tax-Forfeited Land situated in the County 
of Sherburne, parcel # 60-487-0105. The Public Hearing opened at 
9:12am. Auditor/Treasurer Diane Arnold spoke on behalf of Janette 
A. Charpentier of Becker and her opposition to the creation of a Home 
Owners Association (HOA). City of Becker Community Development 
Director Marie Pflipson was present to speak on behalf of the City 
Council and its stand on the property and implementation of an HOA. 
Tamara and Mark Radunz of Becker, Jethro Carpenter of St. Francis 
spoke in support of HOA and Diane Robeck of Becker provided her 
thoughts on the potential decision of the Board as well. The Public 
Hearing was closed at 9:26am. The consensus of the Board was to see 
the item return in 30 days, allowing additional time for the area resi-
dents and property owners to consider formation of a new, viable HOA.
Open Forum
No one was present.
Regular Agenda
Declaration of Adequacy of Environmental Assessment Worksheet 
(EAW) and Negative Declaration on the need for an Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIS) Knife River North Central. Planning & 
Zoning
Lynn Waytashek, Planning & Zoning Administrator
•  Schmiesing/Fobbe were unanimous to approve Resolution 110222-
AD-2076 and a Negative Declaration on the need for an Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIS) for Knife River North Central for mining of 
construction sand and gravel on a 145 acre parcel of land (of which 
79 acres will be mined); PID # 25-027-1000 Sec 27, Twp 35, Rge 30.  
5241 Haven Rd SE, St Cloud, 145 acres in the Agricultural District. 
(On file.)
Declaration of Adequacy of Environmental Assessment Worksheet 
(EAW) and Negative Declaration on the need for an Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIS) for Tiller Corp. Planning & Zoning
Lynn Waytashek, Planning & Zoning Administrator
Fobbe/Dolan were unanimous to approve Resolution 110222-AD-2075 
and  a Negative Declaration on the need for an Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) for Tiller Corp. for a 155 acre mine (total acreage 194); 
PID# 30-034-2201, 30-034-2200, 30-034-1207, 30-027-3300, 30-027-
3301, 3027-3302 and 30-027-3303 Sections 27 and 34, Twp 34 Rge 26, 
in the General Rural District and within the Shoreland Overlay District 
of Rice Lake a Natural Environment Lake. (On file.)
Great River Energy’s Elk River Energy Recovery Station: Closure 
Certificate. Planning & Zoning
Gabrielle Holman, Environmental Specialist
•  Burandt/Dolan were unanimous to approve issuance of a Closure 
Certificate, in accordance with the County’s Solid Waste Management 
Ordinance, to Great River Energy for closure of their Elk River Energy 
Recovery Station (SWF-15). (On file.)
American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) Update and Recommended 
Approvals and Expenditures. Administration
Dan Weber, Assistant County Administrator
Approved the bi-weekly ARPA related expenditures and discussed 
broadband grant program guidelines and resolution as follows:
•  Dolan/Burandt were unanimous to approve expenses less than 
$50,000, equaling $35,756.80. (On file.)
•  Schmiesing/Fobbe were unanimous to approve expenses greater than 
$50,000, equaling $169,855.00 (On file.) 
Veteran’s Services Officer Bruce Price was present to speak on behalf 
of the request for an additional Assistant Veteran’s Services Officer 
FTE.
Veteran’s Staffing Request - 2022 = $82,157 (100%)    2023 =   $57,798  
(67%)  2024 = $29,900 (33%)   Total = $169,855
•  Discussion of Broadband Program Guidelines was had by the group.
•  Schmiesing/Fobbe were unanimous to approve Resolution 110221-
AD-2072. (On file.)
Commissioner Correspondence, Committee Reports, Upcoming 
Meetings, Future Agenda Items
Commissioner Dolan - NACo Technology and Communications, 
County EDA, Planning Commission, Excel Energy meetings, CMRP, 

Magic Fund Audit Committee meeting, AMC Business Partnership 
Committee
Commissioner Burandt -  ARPA Workshop, SCHSAC Meeting,  
AMC District 5 Meeting, Equity Summit, Bridgeview Park Grand 
Opening, CAMHI, County Road 169 Plans - Elk River City Hall, Six 
Dimensions of Wellness, Sherburne County Association of Townships 
Meeting, COVID Steering Committee, Strategic Planning Meeting,1 
Watershed 1 Plan Workshop
Commissioner Schmiesing - Association MN Township  Meeting, 
Bridgeview Grand Opening
Commissioner Fobbe - Substance Use Prevention, Great River Re-
gional Library, Grams Park Dedication, Bridgeview Grand Opening, 
Tri-Cap
Commissioner Danielowski - Bridgeview Grand Opening, EDA 
Meeting, CMRP, Options Board Meeting, CMRP Transportation Sub 
Committee Meeting
Adjourn Regular Meeting, Break
Reconvene, Open Workshop
Adjourn Workshop
Commissioner Warrants
10/15/21    201,377.07  General Revenue Fund
    512,430.39   Public Works Fund
        8,023.00   Solid Waste Fund
      18,087.20   Jail Commissary Fund
           463.26   Sherco Regional Rail Authority
      14,889.15   Justice Center Enterprise Fund
      40,659.50  Agency Collections
    795,929.57  Total
Manual Warrants
10/15/21    696,969.90  Agency Collections
    696,969.90  Total 
Commissioner Warrants
10/22/21      87,940.16  Human Service Fund
           232.38  Agency Collections
           167.98  Children’s Mental Health  
   Collaboration
      88,340.52 Total
Warrants
10/22/21        2,800.00  Becker Public Schools ISD #726
        1,000.00  Bowling/Guy
        1,096.19  Captivated LLC
        2,383.00  Central Lutheran Church
      43,387.53  Central Mn Jobs & Training
        1,792.01  Elk River ISD 728 C/O Rick  
   Michalak
           494.52  Ettesvold/Judith M
        3,623.40  Hennepin County
        2,750.00  ISD 728
           470.03  ISD 728 Attn: Nicole Stottlemyre
           328.76  Lees/Mark F
           348.00  Lexis Nexis
        2,800.00  Liberty Elementary
        1,800.00  Lincoln Elementary c/o ISD 728
           303.88  Main Street Family Services
           750.00  MCAA
        1,939.36  Meadowvale Elementary School
           325.00  Seven County Process Servers, LLC
           750.00  Sherburne Co Childrens Mental  
   Health Col
        1,662.58  Sherburne Co Public Works
        3,951.00  Sherburne County Auditor  
   Treasurer
        1,785.58  Three Rivers Montessori
           750.00  US Post Office
        6,000.00  USPS-POC
        2,166.00  YMCA - Elk River
        2,883.68  28 Payments less than 300
      88,340.52 Total
Commissioner Warrants 
10/22/21    220,691.24   General Revenue Fund
 1,927,777.73   Public Works Fund
             50.80   Human Service Fund
           605.00   Law Library Fund
      56,081.29   Solid Waste Fund
    191,608.62   Jail Commissary Fund
             84.52   Sherco Regional Rail Authority
        1,440.00  Capital Proj- Building, Land  
   Acquisition
      44,900.08   Justice Center Enterprise Fund
      39,813.50  Agency Collections
 2,483,052.78  Total 
Manual Warrants
10/22/21        1,954.32  General Revenue Fund
      10,717.00  Agency Collections
      12,671.32 Total
Manual Warrants
10/26/21 1,040,626.24  School Districts Collections
 1,040,626.24  Total 
/s/ Raeanne Danielowski, Board Chairperson                       
/s/ Bruce Messelt, Administrator
(Published in the Patriot: 11/20/21).

By Mark Kolbinger,
Contributing Writer

The Becker Twp. 
Board met Monday evening 
and heard from SCSO Sgt. 
Dan Frank regarding the 
past month’s calls for ser-
vice, as well as information 
regarding Project Lifesaver.

Frank reported on 178 
calls for service in the last 
reporting period, including 
98 traffic stops, in what he 
referred to as a lighter than 
usual call load.

Next, he spoke about 
the SCSO’s renewed em-
phasis on Project Lifesaver, 
which has been around for 
several years.  The program 
involves using a GPS loca-
tion device, such as a wrist 
band or an ankle bracelet, to 
help with determining the 
location of individuals who 
have a tendency to wan-
der off from their home or 
residence. Individuals who 
suffer from Alzheimer’s 
disease or have severe au-
tism could be examples of 
potential candidates for 
enrolling in the program. 
Families or citizens who 
are interested in learning 
more about the program can 
contact the Sheriff’s Office, 
as they provide the training 
and coordinate the services.

According to the Proj-
ect Lifesaver website, the 
program was founded in 
1999 and so far has aided 
in the location of nearly 
4,000 individuals who had 
become lost or disoriented 
and needed assistance in re-
turning home. The average 
time from call for service 
to location of the individual 
has averaged less than 30 
minutes, compared to hours 

or days when no GPS loca-
tion device is utilized.

Road Standards
Several concerned citi-

zens spoke during the open 
forum portion of the meet-
ing, both with road related 
issues.

Paul Kleinwachter, a 
resident of 168th St., ap-
peared before the board 
to once again speak about 
the drainage issue near his 
home that he contends was 
caused by an additional lift 
of asphalt being applied to 
the roadway several years 
ago.

Several fixes have been 
tried in the past and he was 
hoping to discuss options 
with the board and take a 
fresh look at the issue.

Road supervisor Robin 
Boros had spoken with 
Kleinwachter before the 
meeting and also discussed 
the issue with Twp. En-
gineer Wes Davis. Three 
possible solutions had been 
brainstormed and Boros 
was looking for a directive 
from the board to investi-
gate the costs and scope of 
work needed to find a more 
permanent solution.

In addition to the drain-
age issue, Kleinwachter 
was also hoping to resolve 
an easement issue in the 
area.

The board directed 
Boros and Davis to work 
with the homeowner on 
possible solutions for the 
spring construction season 
and to also review the ease-
ment, although they will be 
handled as separate issues.

Next, Josh Humphrey, 
resident of 124th St., ap-
peared before the board to 
work out a solution for his 

driveway installation for 
a new accessory structure 
he is planning to build on 
his property. The issue re-
volved around design stan-
dards, with Davis looking 
to the board for some clar-
ity on the proposed project. 
The project involves add-
ing an apron and additional 
driveway structure of ap-
proximately 12 additional 
feet in width, which would 
result in the homeowner ex-
ceeding the design standard 
total allowed width for his 
current driveway.

Supervisor  Luke 
Babler, however, noted that 
it would be permissible for 
Humphrey to install an-
other separate 24 foot wide 
driveway for a total of 48 
feet of driveway approach.  
Because the current plan 
called for a total of 36 feet 
and resulted in no other 
impediments or issues, 
the board felt it would the 
better option and approved 
Davis to work with Hum-
phrey to accomplish the 
permitting process.

Planning
Ben Wikstrom, plan-

ning consultant, reviewed 
several planning related 
agenda items, including 
several variances and the 
continued work on stan-
dards for landlocked par-
cels.

In addition, he reported 
that the Planning Com-
mission (PC) is currently 
reviewing several home 
business ordinances from 
surrounding, like sized 
communities, in an effort 
to streamline the ordinance 
and to see what might be 
permissible. Currently, the 
township’s standards are 

fairly stringent on home 
based businesses and the 
PC would like to revisit 
the matter to give residents 
more options when it comes 
to certain situations.

In Other Business, 
the Board:
• Heard an update from 

Davis concerning the joint 
127th/153rd project with 
the City of Becker. The 
board approved the City 
to be able to install some 
lighting in the area at the 
city’s expense;

• Approved the addi-
tion of several roadways to 
the Twp. Road Certification 
that is turned in to Sher-
burne County;

• Decided to invite 
Gina Hugo, of Sherburne 
County Parks, to visit the 
board in the future to dis-
cuss a possible trail con-
nection down CSAH 23 to 
connect Edgewood Street 
to the City Park;

• Tabled a partial pay 
request for Allied, the 
contractor who installed 
a chip seal product earlier 
this year. The road contin-
ues to have leveling issues 
and therefore the supervi-
sors will not issue payment 
until a compromise can be 
worked out;

• Approved plans and 
specifications for additional 
lighting and security cam-
era installation at the Town 
Hall. This project will be 
covered under safety and 
security funds available in 
the ARPA funding and will 
include additional ame-
nities to bring additional 
ADA capabilities to the 
Town Hall.

Becker Twp. hears about Project Lifesaver

By Katherine Cantin,
Staff Writer
Reporter.Katie@PatriotNewsMN.com

During the recent city 
council meeting, council 
adopted a plan to provide 
premium pay retroactively 
to the city’s essential work-
ers. The funding for this 
would come from ARPA 
funding and would total 
$65,000. Staff is still look-
ing to see which employees 
are eligible to receive the 
additional compensation 
for their service during the 
pandemic. Staff expects 
about 150 individuals to be 
eligible, with $300 dollars 
given to part time workers 
and $600 to full time work-
ers, more or less. Seasonal 
workers may be eligible if 
they return in the spring 
(such as at Pebble Creek.)

Council Reports
Mayor Tracy Bertram 

spoke briefly on road work 
projects in the industrial 
park and holiday lighting 
in the city. This year, there 
will be a Remembrance 
Tree at city hall plaza. 
Families may place an or-
nament with the name of 
loved ones on the tree. Dis-
cussions continued about 
an emergency contingency 
plan, which is a plan direct-
ing city officials during an 

emergency situation. Staff 
is considering holding a 
ribbon cutting ceremony 
at public works for the 
new dump station when it 
is ready. Mayor Bertram 
reported that wastewater 
wanted to “make a splash.”

Community Center 
Bike Replacement
Becker Community 

Center staff asked city 
council to approve the pur-
chase of nine new station-
ary bikes for the fitness 
area. The current bikes 
were purchased in 2017, but 
they were already well used 
when they were purchased. 
Staff frequently needs to 
fix the bikes, and they are 
not of a high quality. Since 
group fitness classes are 
the biggest driver of see-
ing people return to using 
the community center, staff 
thought it was a good in-
vestment. The new bikes 
should last for seven to 10 
years. 

In Other Business, 
the Council:
• Certified delinquent 

utility charges to property 
taxes;

• Called for a public 
hearing regarding certify-
ing weed and grass removal 
chages to property taxes 
Dec. 7. 

Becker City 
offers “Premium 
Pay” for essential 
workers
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Interested in being a sponsor for the Cops Corner? 
Contact Carol at the Patriot at 763.275.0275

Team up with your police department 
for a better, safer community

“ASK A TROOPER” by Sgt. Jesse Grabow 
of the Minnesota State Patrol

Question: I was wondering if I bought my tabs for 2023 now as I am a 
snowbird and will be out of state when they are due, can I display them now 
before I leave?

Answer: A person can purchase tabs (registration) for passenger class ve-
hicles as soon as the Driver and Vehicle Service offices have them available. 
Once you purchase the registration you will need to get those put on and 

displayed on the license plate. 
If you have any questions concerning traffic related laws or issues in Minnesota, send your questions 

to Trp. Jesse Grabow – Minnesota State Patrol at 1000 Highway 10 West, Detroit Lakes, MN 56501-
2205.  (You can follow him on Twitter @MSPPIO_NW or reach him at, jesse.grabow@state.mn.us).

Nov. 8: Jennifer Theresa Bowers, 
37, of Little Falls, was arrested in 
Ramsey Co. - Wright Co. warrant 
- domestic assault violation. Owen 
Wesley Sailor, 19, of Elk River, 
was arrested in Buffalo - Wright 
Co. warrant - domestic assault 
violation. James Michael Britton, 
35, no permanent address, was 
arrested in Buffalo - Wright Co. 
warrant - domestic assault viola-
tion. Joseph Lee Williams, 47, of 
Monticello, was arrested in Mon-
ticello - Wright Co. warrant - 5th 
degree possession of controlled 
substance violation. Daniel James 
Berg, 20, of Monticello, was ar-
rested in Monticello - charge of 
domestic assault & Sherburne Co. 
& Dakota Co. warrants - under-
age consumption. Albert Jerome 
Lucas, 43, of Montrose, was ar-
rested in Montrose - charge of 5th 
degree possession of controlled 
substance. Jordan Ray Wiss-
broeker, 18, of Big Lake, was ar-
rested in Buffalo - charge of theft, 
& Wright Co. warrants - receiving 
stolen property & obstruction of 
legal process violations. Mondrail 
Lamount Badger, 21, of Buffalo, 
was arrested in Buffalo - charge 
of theft. Matthew John Bernard, 
44, of Ramsey, was arrested in 
Monticello - charge of 3rd degree 
DWI. Christian Robert Warner, 
18, of South Haven, was arrested 
in Rockford - Wright Co. warrant 
- obstruction of legal process vi-
olations.
Nov. 9: Timothy Howard Krueger, 
40, of Buffalo, was arrested in 
Buffalo - charge of domestic as-
sault. Philip Brandon Lundeen, 
32, of Maple Lake, was arrested in 
Buffalo - charge of 5th degree pos-
session of controlled substance & 
Wright Co. warrants - theft viola-
tions. Samantha-Jo Kathleen Wel-
ter, 33, of Buffalo, was arrested 
in Buffalo - charge of 5th degree 
possession of controlled sub-
stance. Logan Scott Vanderbeek, 
22, of Princeton, was arrested in 
Hennepin Co. - Wright Co. war-
rant - 4th degree DWI & an Isanti 
Co. warrant - 5th degree pos-
session of controlled substance. 
Elizabeth Ellen Hartneck, 59, of 
Buffalo, was arrested in Buffalo - 
MN Dept. of Corrections warrant 
- DWI violations. Justin Blake 
Ferro, 32, of St. Paul, was arrested 
in Buffalo - Wright Co. warrant - 
3rd degree DWI violations. Derek 
John Hemingson, 38, of Delano, 
was arrested in Rockford - Wright 
Co. warrant - DWI violations.
Nov. 10: Latrell Shontez Cole, 28, 

of Minneapolis, was arrested in 
Ramsey Co. - Wright Co. warrant 
- malicious punishment of child, 
domestic abuse & violation of 
domestic abuse no contact order. 
Joseph Steward Barse, 29, of Buf-
falo, was arrested in Maple Lake 
- Wright Co. warrant - 5th degree 
possession of controlled substance 
violation. Michael Richard Stine, 
30, of Albertville, was arrested in 
Buffalo - Wright Co. apprehension 
& detention order - 3rd degree 
DWI violations. Trista Victoria 
LaFrance, 41, of Albertville, was 
arrested in Buffalo - Wright Co. 

apprehension & detention order 
- 5th degree possession of con-
trolled substance violation. David 
Ray Sward, 42, of Sacred Heart, 
was arrested in Buffalo - Wright 
Co. warrant - 5th degree posses-
sion of controlled substance & 
Benton Co. warrant - check forg-
ery. Colten Vaughn Weber, 29, of 
Buffalo, was arrested in Buffalo - 
charge of violation of an order for 
protection. Susan Marie Mayer, 
46, of Plymouth, was arrested 
in Rockford - Wright Co. appre-
hension & detention order - 3rd 
degree DWI violations. Daniel 
Patrick Larkin, 42, of Otsego, was 
arrested in Buffalo - Wright Co. 
warrants - 5th degree possession 
of controlled substance, reckless 
driving & no proof of insurance 
violations.
Nov. 11: Michael Anthony Var-
gas, 38, of St. Paul, was arrested 
in Monticello - charge of 5th de-
gree possession of controlled sub-
stance. Leonard William Driscoll, 
36, of Maple Lake, was arrested in 
Maple Lake - charges of obstruc-
tion of legal process & weapon 
violations & Wright Co. appre-
hension & detention order - vio-
lation of an order for protection. 
Daniel Lee Dohse, 42, of Princ-
eton, was arrested in Hennepin 
Co. - Wright Co. warrant - theft 
violations. Akeim Joseph Cooley, 
21, of Monticello, was arrested in 

Monticello - charge of domestic 
assault by strangulation. Michael 
Seth Picht, 57, of Monticello, was 
arrested in Monticello - charge of 
driving after cancellation inimi-
cal to public safety. Derek Allan 
Roden, 36, of Monticello, was 
arrested in Albertville - charge of 
3rd degree DWI. Teresa Kae Sal-
berg, 50, of Becker, was arrested 
in Albertville - charge of disor-
derly conduct.
Nov. 12: Jena Marie Ketchum, 
39, of Monticello, was arrested in 
Monticello - charge of domestic 
assault. Kasandra Rose Shroyer, 
18, of Buffalo, was arrested in 
Buffalo - charge of 3rd degree 
DWI refusal to test. Johnathon 
Richard Dahl, 36, of Monticello, 
was arrested in Monticello - 
charge of 3rd degree DWI. Rachad 
Depre Bizzell, 40, of St. Paul, was 
arrested in Albertville - charge 
of 2nd degree DWI. Shawn Jean 
Selle, 49, of Mound, was arrested 
in St. Michael - charge of 2nd de-
gree DWI.
Nov. 13: Ian Alfred Rivers, 24, 
of Maple Lake, was arrested in 
Maple Lake - charge of domestic 
assault. Bruce Scott Dalbec, 64, of 
Maple Lake, was arrested in Buf-
falo - charge of 2nd degree DWI. 
Jessica Jean Jones, 42, of Otsego, 
was arrested in Sherburne Co. - 
Wright Co. warrants - 5th degree 
possession of controlled substance 
violations.
Nov. 14: April May Saravia, 40, 
of Dassel, was arrested in Wa-
verly - charge of 2nd degree DWI. 
Michael Douglas Harvey, 62, of 
Richfield, was arrested in Rock-
ford - charge of false information 
to law enforcement & Carver Co. 
warrant - 3rd degree DWI. John 
Arthur Larsen, 71, of Buffalo, was 
arrested in Buffalo - charge of do-
mestic assault. Christopher Todd 
Petersen, 57, of Belle Plaine, was 
arrested in Rockford - charge of 
3rd degree DWI. James Elwood 
Sherrill, 30, of Mayer, was ar-
rested in Buffalo - Wright Co. 
& Dakota Co. warrants - driving 
after cancellation inimical to pub-
lic safety violations.
There were 18 property damage 
accidents, 3 personal injury acci-
dents, 1 hit & run accidents & 15 
car deer accidents.
There were 8 arrests for DWI, 1 
underage consumption arrests, 1 
school bus stop arm violations & 
117 tickets - miscellaneous traffic/
parking violations reported this 
week.

Wright County Sheriff’s
Activity Report

Period Ending Nov. 15, 2021

The following individuals have 
been booked into the Sherburne 
County Jail for the alleged of-
fense(s): Michael Hadley Seek, 
69 of Zimmerman, MN  55398 
- MSD 4th degree DWI & MSD 
open bottle. Brett William Quinn, 
45 of Blaine, MN  55434 - GM 
2nd degree DWI. Jeremy James 
Shoemaker, 37 of Loretto, MN  
55357 - FEL fleeing in motor 
vehicle & McLeod Co. warrant. 
William John Huttner, 36 of Saint 
Michael, MN  55418 - GM 2nd 
degree DWI. Tara Jo Wojciak, 48 
of Zimmerman, MN  55398 - GM 
DWI. Alexander Grant Vagle, 18 
of Elk River, MN  55330 - FEL 
2nd degree burglary & GM 4th de-
gree arson. James Arnold Gulbran-
son, 38 of Ramsey, MN  55303 
- MSD 4th degree DWI & MSD 
possession of drug paraphernalia. 
Maranda Charlene Burris, 35 of 
Onamia, MN  56359 - FEL 5th 
degree-controlled substance, GM 
3rd degree DWI & Mille Lacs Co. 
warrant. Vincent James Beaulieu, 
36 of Onamia, MN  56359 - FEL 
5th degree drugs & MSD posses-
sion of hypodermic needle. Joe 
Charles Francis, 61 of Buffalo, 
MN  55313 - MSD 4th degree 
DWI. Ryan Thomas Larson, 34 
of Anoka, MN 55303 - GM 3rd 
degree DWI. Erik Esko Blom-
quist, 25 of Big Lake, MN 55309 
- FEL 3rd degree burglary. Crystal 
Marie Lapean, 36 of Becker, MN  
55308 - GM 2nd degree DWI. 
Jaiden Isaiah Nyaoga, 19 of Saint 
Cloud, MN  56303 - MSD minor 
consumption. Thomas Arthur Jo-
hantgen, 51 of Zimmerman, MN  
55398 - MSD domestic abuse no 
contact order violation. Michael 
Jay Hanson, 49 of Big Lake, MN  
55309 - MSD domestic abuse no 
contact order violation. Justin Lee 
Mendiola, 32 of Elk River, MN  
55330 - FEL domestic assault - 
strangulation. Michael Joseph Per-
rone, 23 of Saint Paul, MN  55119 
- FEL receiving stolen property. 
Austin Scott Kloss, 31 of Monti-
cello, MN  55362 - MSD domestic 
assault. Kristin Lynn Collette, 39 
of Elk River, MN  55330 - GM 
driving after cancellation - IPS. 
Carl Richter Gammon, 40 of Mon-
ticello, MN  55362 - GM driving 
after cancellation - IPS & MSD 
ignition interlock. Veronica Anne 
Lawrence, 32 of Oak Grove, MN  
55303 - Hennepin Co. & Stea-
rns Co. warrants. Patrick John 
Hinkemeyer, 36 of Princeton, MN  
55371 - Sherburne Co. warrant. 
Brandon Michael Kuphal, 33 of 
Rockford, MN  55373 - Isanti Co. 
& Sherburne Co. warrants. Drake 
James Hegge, 23 of Becker, MN  

55308 - Sherburne Co. warrant. 
Winston Deangelo Dickerson, 
33 of Saint Cloud, MN  56301 
- Sherburne Co. warrant. Craig 
Lamar Hortman, 52 of Minneap-
olis, MN  55412 - Ramsey Co. 
warrant. Michael Lee Warner, 36 
of Sartell, MN  56377 - Sherburne 
Co. warrant. John Edward Glea-
son, 37 of Big Lake, MN  55309 
- Sherburne Co. warrant. Angela 
Jean Barkdull, 43 of Becker, MN  
55308 - Sherburne Co. warrant. 
Grahm David Kossila, 20 of Big 
Lake, MN  55309 - Mille Lacs 
Co. & Sherburne Co. warrants. 
Luke Adam Thomas, 29 of Saint 
Cloud, MN  56304 - Sherburne 

Co. warrant. Daniel James Berg, 
20 of Monticello, MN  55362 
- Dakota Co. & Sherburne Co. 
warrants. Kirk William Lundeen, 
51 of Brooklyn Park, MN  55445 
- Anoka Co. & Hennepin Co. war-
rants. Jordan Elizabeth Yurkus, 
31 of Wanatah, IN  46390 - Sher-
burne Co. warrant.
Citations Issued: 1 smoking, 
chewing tobacco, e-cig prohibited 
in school, 2 mv registration - op-
erate vehicle with expired regis-
tration, 3 failure to obey traffic 
control device, 2 careless driving - 
operate any vehicle carelessly, 13 
speed - exceed limit, 1 speed - ex-
ceed 55 mph limit where appropri-
ate, 4 no proof of insurance, 4 4th 
degree DWI, 1 drive without valid 
license for vehicle class type, 1 dl 
restrictions - non alcohol/con-
trolled substance, 1 driving after 
suspension, 2 driving after revo-
cation, 1 liquor possession by per-
son under 21, 1 domestic abuse no 
contact order violation. Total: 37
Calls for Service: 1 stop arm vio-
lation, 1 burglary, 3 theft, 1 arson, 
3 DWI, 2 disturbing the peace, 5 
harassment, 1 obscenity, 4 prop-
erty damage, 1 criminal sexual 
conduct, 2 DAR/DAS/DAC, 1 
crimes against administration of 
justice, 1 trespass, 3 fraud com-
plaint, 3 animal lost, 2 property 
lost, 2 animal found, 1 property 
found, 2 accident – mv personal 
injury, 1 accident – mv personal 

injury hit & run, 7 accident – mv 
property damage, 3 accident – mv 
property damage hit & run, 16 ac-
cident – vehicle v. animal, 1 ani-
mal complaint, 12 conservation, 5 
dog complaint, 1 dog bite, 1 fire 
– other, 2 fire – dwelling, 1 fire 
– vehicle, 2 fire – grass, 4 alarm 
– fire, 2 alarm – carbon monox-
ide, 32 medical, 5 mental case, 4 
alarm – medical, 1 miscellaneous 
public, 1 domestic, 12 public as-
sist, 17 agency assist, 12 alarm 
– security, 9 civil complaint, 129 
officer initiated traffic stop, 7 traf-
fic complaint, 2 garbage/littering, 
2 suspicious person, 11 suspicious 
vehicle, 9 juvenile complaint, 23 
security check, 23 extra patrol, 2 
loud music complaint, 13 check 
the welfare, 1 burning complaint, 
1 ATV complaint, 2 shooting 
complaint, 1 repossession, 5 park-
ing complaint, 8 jail medical, 26 
paper service, 11 suspicious activ-
ity, 1 hazardous materials, 31 mis-
cellaneous officer, 4 background 
check, 5 warrant arrest, 1 funeral 
escort, 19 transport, 1 canine as-
sist, 2 911 hang up, 12 court book 
& release, 1 juvenile runaway, 1 
mail tampering, 1 officer training, 
3 public lift assist, 6 vehicle lock-
out, 1 vehicle off road, 1 warrant 
attempt. Total: 556
Oct. 19th: Christopher Spokke re-
ported the theft of items from his 
vehicle while parked - 239th Ave 
NW in Livonia Twp. Item taken 
was wallet & its contents.
Oct. 20th: Nicole Chapman - 
124th St SE in Becker Twp. re-
ported the theft of her purse & 
contents from her vehicle. Es-
timated value of items taken is 
$260.
Oct. 21st: Brittney Raymond - 
109th Ave SE in Palmer Twp. 
reported the theft of her wallet 
& contents from vehicle. Wallet 
is valued at $20; Mary Lambert 
- 150th Ave SE in Santiago Twp. 
reported the theft of mail.
Oct. 22nd: Mark Leighton at Bell 
Auto Sales - 124th St NW in Bald-
win Twp. reported the theft of 5 
catalytic converters from vehicles 
at the property. Value of items 
taken is estimated to be $2,000.
Oct. 24th: Jeremy Phyle reported 
the theft of items from property 
- US Highway 169 NW in Livo-
nia Twp.  Taken were cellphones, 
charging equipment, tools, & 
clothing. Value is unknown cur-
rently; Joshua Horstmann reported 
the theft of items from property 
- Co. Road 8 SE in Haven Twp. 
Items taken are trail cameras val-
ued at over $1,000.

Sherburne County Sheriff’s
Activity Report

Week of 11/08/2021 - 11/14/2021

8-Nov: 1 extra patrol, 1 found 
property, 2 agency assist, 1 vehicle 
lockout, 2 record check, 1 juvenile 
concern, 1 speed Citation #622, 1 
permit to purchase, 1 public assist, 
2 speed warning, 1 equipment 
warning
9-Nov: 1 extra patrol, 1 speed 
warning, 1 permit to purchase, 1 
funeral escort, 1 fraud complaint, 
1 record check, 1 Domestic Abuse 
No Contact Order, 1 permit to pur-
chase, 1 medical, 1 vehicle lock-
out, 1 agency assist, 1 Domestic 
Assault Citation #623
10-Nov: 1 extra patrol, 1 win-
ter parking ordinance warning, 1 
miscellaneous officer, 1 theft from 
vehicle, 1 record check, 1 vehicle 
tampering, 1 suspicious activity, 1 
stop sign warning, 1 driving con-
duct, 1 civil, 1 hit and run Citation 
#624, 1 speed warning / no proof 
of insurance Citation #625
11-Nov: 1 suspicious activity, 1 
open door, 1 suspicious vehicle / 
welfare check, 2 security check, 2 
extra patrol, 1 stop sign warning, 

1 expired registration warning, 1 
public assist, 1 Domestic Abuse 
No Contact Order
12-Nov: 1 road hazard, 2 public 
assist, 4 speed warning, 1 agency 
assist, 1 3rd degree DWI, 1 theft, 

2 traffic complaint, 1 vehicle 
lockout, 1 speed Citation #626, 1 
expired registration / no proof of 
insurance Citation #627, 1 sus-
picious vehicle, 1 fail to display 
registration warning, 1 equipment 
/ turn signal warnings, 1 revoked 
registration warning, 1 expired 

registration warning, 1 Driving 
after revocation & no proof of 
insurance Citation #628, 2 equip-
ment warning, 1 driving conduct 
warning
13-Nov: 1 fail to display regis-
tration / fail to dim headlights 
warnings, 1 fail to display regis-
tration warning, 2 speed warning, 
1 suspicious vehicle, 2 driving 
conduct warning, 1 fleeing police 
in MV / flee on foot / Warrant 
arrest / reckless driving / speed / 
possession of drug paraphernalia / 
possession of hypodermic needle, 
1 medical, 1 extra patrol, 1 speed 
Citation #629, 1 warrant attempt, 
1 warrant arrest, 1 harassment, 1 
miscellaneous officer, 1 driving 
after suspension Citation #630
14-Nov: 1 extra patrol, 1 winter 
parking ordinance warning, 1 lift 
assist, 1 agency assist
Conservation, 1 Potentially Dan-
gerous Dog / Dog License Re-
quired Admin Citation #3927, 1 
juvenile concern

Becker Police Department
Activity Report

Week of Nov. 8th – Nov. 14th

Call for Service Summary: Total 
Calls for Service for Week:  
176; 2021 Calls for Service: 
9,602; Traffic Stops/Enforcement: 
41; Citations: 25; Arrests: 6; Med-
ical Emergency Calls: 8; Mental 
Health/Check Welfare: 7; Civil 
Mediation (Child Custody-Prop-
erty): 3
BLPD Arrests: Jessica Jones 
– (Age 42 – Otsego, MN) – Fel-
ony Warrant; James Gulbranson 
– (Age 38 – Coon Rapids, MN) 
– Misdemeanor 4th Degree DWI; 
John Gleason – (Age 37 – Big 
Lake, MN) – Gross Misdemeanor 
Warrant; Crystal Lapean – (Age 
36 – Big Lake, MN) – GM 2nd 
Degree DWI; Angela Barkdull – 
(Age 43 – Becker, MN) – Gross 
Misdemeanor Warrant; Michael 
Hanson – (Age 49 – Big Lake, 
MN) – Misdemeanor DANCO 
Violation 
Sun., Nov. 14, 2021: 100 Blk 
Powell Cir. N.  - Theft - Report 
of property theft, investigation 
on-going; 168th St. NW/198th 
Ave. NW - Vehicle Crash - Re-
port of a vehicle crash with no 
injuries, report completed; 5300 
Blk Edinburgh Way - Court Order 
Violation - Report of the violation 
of a no contact order, investigation 
ongoing; 1700 Blk Grace Dr. - Ha-
rassment - Officers investigat-ed 
a report of harassment via social 
media.
Sat., Nov. 13, 2021: 30 Blk Sher-
burne Ave. - Warrant Arrest - Sus-
pect located on an outstanding 
arrest warrant and arrested; 700 
Blk Eagle Lake Rd. N. - Property 

Damage - Report of damage done 
to vehicle tires.
Fri., Nov. 12, 2021: Hwy 10/
Industrial Dr. - DWI - Driver 
stopped for a traffic violation and 
found to be under the influence 
of alcohol.  Arrested and booked 
into jail, see bookings for charges; 
Hwy 10/165th Ave. SE - Revoked 
Driver - Driver stopped by officer 

for traffic violation, issued sum-
mons for Driving While Revoked; 
1100 Blk Wall St. - Warrant Ar-
rest - Suspect locat-ed on an out-
standing arrest warrant, booked 
into jail.
Thurs., Nov. 11, 2021: Euclid 
Ave/Maple Ln. - DWI - Driver 
stopped for a traffic violation and 
found to be under the influence 
of alcohol.  Arrested and booked 
into jail, see bookings for charges; 
4900 Blk Mitchell Rd. - Harass-
ment - Officers investigated ver-
bal harassment be-tween parties; 
100 Blk Henry Rd. - Court Order 
Violation - Report of the violation 
of a no con-tact order, investiga-
tion ongoing; Minnesota Ave./CR 

43 - Vehicle Crash - Report of a 
vehicle crash with no injuries, re-
port completed; 18900 Blk Helen 
Way - Property Damage - Report 
of damage done to mailbox, inves-
tigation ongoing.
Wed., Nov. 10, 2021: Eagle Lake 
Rd N./Minnesota Ave. - Marijuana 
in a Vehicle - Officer stopped ve-
hicle for a traffic violation, could 
smell burning marijuana, driver is-
sued summons for drug parapher-
nalia; 5100 Blk Ridge Rd. - Fraud 
- Officers investigating fraud 
complaint; 16700 Blk 198th Ave. 
- Warrant Arrest - Suspect located 
on an outstanding arrest warrant, 
booked into jail; 19900 Blk 204th 
Ave. - Domestic Disturbance - Of-
ficers mediated a verbal do-mestic 
altercation.
Tues., Nov. 9, 2021: 19200 Blk 
Meadow Ln. - Court Order Vio-
lation - Report of the violation of 
a no contact order. Arrested and 
booked into jail, see bookings for 
charges; 1700 Blk Grace Dr. - Ha-
rassment - Officers investigated 
a report of harassment via social 
media; 19500 Blk Station St. - 
Theft - Report of property theft, 
investigation ongoing; 600 Blk 
Williams St. - Domestic Distur-
bance - Officers mediated a verbal 
domestic altercation.
Mon., Nov. 8, 2021: 670 Blk In-
dependence Dr. - Theft - Report 
of property theft, investigation 
ongoing; 200 Blk Leighton Dr. 
- Harassment - Officers investi-
gated a report of harassment via 
social media.

Big Lake Police Department
Calls for Service – Jail Bookings

Nov. 8, 2021 - Nov. 14, 2021 
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