
HOME LOANS
FASTER AND CHEAPER

• VOL. 1 • NO. 29  SAT., JAN. 16, 2021
www.patriotnewsMN.com

CHECK OUT our 
Winter Sports Previews 
of all the Bulldog and 
Hornet teams participat-
ing in 2021. The section 
begins on page 13. (Pa-
triot Archive Photo).

News & 
Advertising
Deadlines
NEWS DEADLINES

With the newspaper wrap up 
occurring Wednesday evening, all 
news items submitted to run that 
Saturday must reach our office by 

Wednesday morning by 11 a.m.

SPORTS DEADLINES
Coaches and assistants are 

expected to contact our sports 
writers by Wednesday morning, 
11 a.m. at the latest to have their 

information included in that 
week’s publication.

CLASSIFIEDS DEADLINES
Information for classifieds need to 
be submitted to our staff by noon 
Wednesday to be included in that 

week’s publication of the PATRIOT.

Contact Us
LEGALS/CLASSIFIEDS/OBITS

Call 763-275-0275 
or email Kathy @ 

legals.kathy@patriotnewsmn.com

SPORTS STORIES
Call 763-275-0275 or email Bill @
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

ADVERTISING
Call 763-275-0275 

or email Mary, Carol or Heidi @ 
sales.carol@patriotnewsmn.com

WEBSITE
Check out each week’s content 

@ our website: 
www.patriotnewsmn.com

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Call 763-275-0275 
or email Kathy @ 

legals.kathy@patriotnewsmn.com

763-275-0275

Inside
NEED TRAINING FOR YOUR DOG?
A new dog training center and 

daycare is available in Elk River!
See the story on page 3.

 
BIG LAKE NEWS

A new bike repair station was 
installed near the train station in 

Big Lake to aid bicycle riders who 
commute to and from home to the 

Northstar Commuter Train. See 
the story on page 4.

BECKER NEWS
The Lions are seeking recyclables 

to create maintenance-free 
benches for the city and parks. 

See the story on page 3. 
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In The Meantime
BECKER DISCOVER 
COMMUNITY GUIDE

Over the next several weeks, 
staffers and salespeople at the 

Patriot will be working diligently 
to bring together a special 

publication for all Becker citizens, 
both old and new. The guide will 
hit your mailboxes in February!

HUNTING AND FISHING COLUMN
Josh Hagemeister, a Minnesota 

fishing guide and writer of 
“how-tos” for outdoor 

enthusiasts, will be featured in 
the Patriot Newspaper next week. 
Keep an eye out for this important 

editorial!

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • I N D E X • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

Sherburne County’s Legal Newspaper 

LAKE OF THE WOODS FISHING TRIP. A mother and daughter team from Palmer reeled in several fish last weekend. Kaylee 
Achman (age 9) caught a 19” walleye, as well as a 13” walleye (which she threw back). Jennifer Achman caught a 23” walleye, 
which they also threw back. The Achman family enjoys fishing at Lake of the Woods several weekends during the winter as a 
family. Kaylee is busy many  weekends with dance, and also enjoys skiing and hockey. (Submitted Photo)

By Bill Morgan, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

Former City of Big 
Lake Mayor and Coun-
cilman Don Orrock 
passed away this week 
after a long illness. 

O r r o c k 
d u t i f u l l y 
served the 
city be-
ginning 
w i t h 
h i s 
1 9 8 8 
appoint-
ment to 
the Big 
Lake Plan-
ning Commis-
sion and continuing 
with his 1994 appoint-
ment to the city council. 
Orrock held that position 
until he was elected as 
the city’s Mayor in 1999. 

Orrock was Big 
Lake’s first-ever, four-
year term mayor and he 

portrayed a great passion 
for serving the Big Lake 
community throughout 
his 15 years on the city 
council. Orrock retired 
from his Mayor seat in 
2008, but remained a 

vibrant force in the 
c o m m u n i t y 

through his 
s e r v i c e 
with the 
Big Lake 
L i o n s 
C l u b 
and Big 
L a k e 

S p u d 
Fest.  

D u r i n g 
Orrock’s tenure 

as mayor, he con-
tributed considerable 
time and effort to nu-
merous municipal proj-
ects. During this time, 
the city experienced 35+ 
residential and commer-
cial developments which 

Orrock, Long 
Time Civil 

Servant, Dies

By Bill Morgan, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

Becker Police Chief 
Brent Baloun was con-
tacted in December about 
a job opening for the posi-
tion of police chief in the 
city of Brainerd. Baloun, 
being a native from the area 
and having his parents and 
many friends residing there, 
was curious about the posi-
tion and advised the “head-
hunter” of his interest.

“It was an opportunity 
that kinda fell in my lap,” 
Baloun said. “I wasn’t 
seeking new employment, 
but the position intrigued 
me. For me to be able to 
return where kind of I first 
started and grew up was ex-
citing.”

Current Brainerd Po-
lice Chief Corky McQuis-
ton is in line to retire soon 
and Deputy Chief Mike 

Bestul was not interested 
in applying for the job of 
chief. However, before 
Baloun made a decision, 

he had a talk with Becker 
CA Greg Pruszinske and 
Mayor Tracy Bertram who 
told him they understood 
why he would consider ap-
plying for a job in his own 
hometown.

With that, Baloun told 
the headhunter (David 
Drown Associates) he’d 
throw his hat in the ring and 
with the help of a Brainerd 
city hiring committee, they 
whittled the list of 25 appli-
cants down to the top seven 
candidates.

Baloun was one of 
those top seven.

Those candidates inter-
viewed virtually and were 
awarded “points” based 
on their resumes and com-
munity panel interviews. 
The city’s police and fire 
civil service commission 
then certified the top three 
candidates with the highest 
score, sending those names 

to the council for consider-
ation. 

Again, Baloun was in 
that top three group with 
Fargo Lt. George Vinson 
scoring the highest, fol-
lowed by Baloun in second 
and Capt. Victor Siebeneck, 
of Salt Lake City, Utah, in 
third.

“I was kinda shocked I 
made the top three because 
when the Zoom meeting 
was over, I just had a feel-
ing I hadn’t come across 
that well,” said Baloun.

Sure enough, a short 
while later, Baloun was told 
by the headhunter that the 
Brainerd Council decided 
to offer the job to Vinson in 
a 5-2 vote.

Dave Pritschet, Kelly 
Bevans, Tad Erickson, Jan 
Lambert and Gabe Johnson 
all cast their ballots for Vin-
son, while Kevin Stunek 
and Wayne Erickson voted 

for Baloun.
“I thought, okay that’s 

fine. I really wasn’t expect-
ing to get it,” said Baloun.

Baloun then posted a 
Facebook message with his 
wife, Julie, proclaiming he 
came in second and it was 
all behind him.

But it wasn’t.
Late December/early 

January, Vinson contacted 
the City of Brainerd and 
declined the job citing wage 
concerns. It was noted he 
explained to the Brainerd 
Council he was “shocked 
and surprised” he was even 
offered the job in the first 
place.

With that, Gary Wei-
ers, of David Drown As-
sociates contacted Baloun 
Jan. 4 and asked if he was 
still interested in the posi-
tion. Baloun said yes, but 

BECKER PD CHIEF BRENT BA-
LOUN decided to stay in Becker after 
being offered a chief position in Brain-
erd, his hometown . (Patriot Archive  
Photo).

Baloun rejects chief job in Brainerd

By Penny Leuthard, 
Contributing Writer

During their January 
meeting, the Clearwater 
Twp. Board held a lengthy 
conversation on which 
road projects the township 
should request funding for 
when they apply for LRIP 
funding.

Bill Langenbacher, 
who retired from the town-
ship board in December, 
brought the issue before the 
new board, as he applied 
for the grant last year and is 
willing to do so again this 
year. The funding can be 
used for any road improve-

TREASURER CASSIE KENNING AND JOHN NOTCH, newly elected township 
supervisor, listen during the road grant discussion. (Photo by Penny Leuthard)

Road project grant 
discussed at Clearwater Twp. Submitted Article

Minnesota Attorney 
General Keith Ellison says 
a Monticello restaurant, 
Cornerstone Café, reached 
a settlement with 
his office after 
violating in-
door dining 
r e s t r i c -
tions in 
D e c e m -
ber.

B y 
the terms 
of the con-
sent judge-
ment accepted 
by Wright County 
District Court Tuesday, 
Ellison said the restaurant 
will give up the profits it 
made while violating the 
order — $10,000 — and 

will also fully comply with 
executive orders and future 
executive orders.

If the restaurant vio-
lates the settlement terms, 
it is liable to pay a civil 

penalty of $25,000 
to the State of 

Minnesota.
“I thank 

this estab-
l i s h m e n t 
for agree-
ing  to 
meet its re-
sponsibility 

to help all 
Minnesotans 

stop the spread 
of COVID-19 and 

congratulate it on rejoining 
the vast majority of Min-
nesota bars and restaurants 

Monticello restaurant to pay 
$10K in settlement with state

ORROCK to page 12

BALOUN to page 12

$10K to page 12CW TWP. to page 12
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Quality Building Supplies 
at Affordable Prices

Since 1975

BOOK YOUR ORDER!

Call for a FREE estimate
117th Ave., Milaca

(north end of Milaca off Central Ave)

BUILDING
$PECIAL$

320-983-6304 • 1-800-818-1846

LATCHAM-LIND LUMBER &
POST FRAME BUILDINGS

Real Estate

12390 Sherburne Ave., Becker

Lisa Senger
612.991.8620

Kathy Nelson
612.219.8644

Stan Herkenhoff
612.219.8124

Milissa Johnson 
320.266.7413

The Boulder Crossing
Development

Don't miss out on the 
build of your dreams. 
Buy now to build in 

the future. Open to all 
builders.

15 riverside lots are 
still available. 

Covenants in place to 
protect your 

investment. Visit 
BoulderCrossing.com

Clear Lake City Council Vacancy

The City of Clear Lake is seeking letter of interest from 
citizens who desire to serve as a council member.

The term will expire December 31, 2022. The city seeks 
individuals from all parts of our comminty who wish to 
bring energy, intelligence, and commitment to leading 

our growing city.
Letters of interest must be submitted to City Hall, 7684 

1st. Ave. W. PO Box 298 Clear Lake, MN 55319 by 4 pm 
on Monday, January 25, 2021. 

The City Council will review the letters of interest 
at the February 1, 2021 meeting.

Any questions about the position’s specific 
responsibilities may be directed to the 

City Clerk Kari Mechtel at (320) 743-3111.

Auctions
ESTATE & CONSIGNMENT AUCTION

SUNDAY, JAN. 24, 2021 @ 11:00 AM
3825 Shadowood Dr. NE.Sauk Rapids,MN

Directions: St. Cloud, E. on Hwy 23 Left 0n 40th  (Follow Signs)

THIS IS A PARTIAL LISTING: view more at: 
www.midwestauctions.com/sharer
BP & MN sales tax applies. 
Keith Sharer Auction Service

320-267-1963

TOOLS & OUTDOORS: MTD & Snapper snow blowers, Yard & garden tools, 
Ladders, Lawn mower, Tool box, Patio chairs, Aluminum flag poles, Cable,       
ANTIQUES, COLLECTIBLES, Salt & peppers, Ginger jar, Vintage maga-
zines, Stoneware, Glassware, Art, 
FURNITURE:  Desk, Dining table & chairs, Coffee & end tables, Bedroom set, 
Book shelves, Recliner, Drop leaf table, Side chairs, Glass top table & chairs, 
Sofa & loveseat. Exercise equipment, Metal metro shelving, 
HOUSEHOLD:  Dolls, Crystal, Glassware, Framed art & wildlife prints, Books, 
Kitchen appliances,  Electronics, Vacuum, Sewing machines, Card table & 
chairs, Restaurant dishes,  E-Z up tent, Planters, 

We would like to 
thank everyone 

who sent 
condolences, 

cards and 
memorial gifts 

after the 
passing of our 
dear husband, 

father, 
grandfather and 

great 
grandfather. 

May God Bless 
all of you.

— The Oliver 
Knutson Family

By Penny Leuthard, 
Contributing Writer

The end of the 
year was pretty 
hairy at both 
the Sher-
b u r n e 
a n d 
Wright 
C o . 
S h e r -
i f f s ’ 
offices, 
w i t h 
b o t h 
g r o u p s 
once again 
participating 
in the annual 
Beard Challenge 
to raise money for local 
causes.

Over in Wright Co., 

those wishing to participate 
in the challenge needed 
to donate or raise at least 

$150 to be able 
to grow their 

b e a r d . 
Female 

s t a f f 
were 

encour-
aged to 

part icipate 
as judges in the 

final judging, for which 
they had to donate or raise 
at least $50. 

Numerous others, male 
and female, donated to the 
cause as well, and many 
went above and beyond the 
minimum donation. 

“We are thrilled this 
has become such a popular 
event amongst the Sheriff’s 
Office staff and love to see 
the money that these men 
and women have donated to 
go to such a great organiza-
tion that shares our values 
and commitments to our 
wonderful community,” the 
Wright Co. Sheriff’s Office 
said in a released statement.

One lucky beard-sport-
ing employee was awarded 
‘best beard,’ while the 
most hair challenged was 
awarded with ‘least impres-
sive beard.’

At the end of the chal-

lenge, the Wright Co. Sher-
iff’s Office handed over a 
check for $18,330 to River-
Works, an organization that 
aligns and mobilizes com-
munity resources to deliver 
powerful solutions which 
meet the emotional, phys-
ical, relational, and spiri-
tual needs of people in the 
Rockford/Greenfield area.

On the other side of 
the river, the Sherburne 
Co. Sheriff’s Office had 
80 participants take part 
in their challenge, raising 
$6,800 for Rivers of Hope, 
an organization that helps 
victims of family violence.

This was the second 
year both sheriffs’ offices 
participated in the popular 
challenge.

Sheriffs’ Beard Challenge raises money for local causes Starry Retires From 
Sheriff’s Office

Submitted article

After more than 32 
years in law en-
forcement and 
25 years 
with the 
Sherburne 
C o u n t y 
Sheriff’s 
O f f i c e , 
Chief Dep-
uty Don 
Starry retired 
Dec. 31. He will 
leave behind a legacy 
of honor, service and in-
tegrity.

“He has the respect 
of our entire depart-

ment and will be greatly 
missed,” said Sherburne 
County Sheriff Joel Brott.

Starry served 
as a DARE 

officer, liai-
son officer, 
c a p t a i n , 
and chief 
d e p u t y . 
He was 

a lso  a 
graduate of 

the FBI acad-
emy.

“[I thank] Don 
for [his] distinguished 
service and all the best 
in a well-earned retire-
ment,” said Sheriff Brott.

Submitted Article

Sherburne County is 
seeking the public’s input 
on opportunities for out-
door recreation and natural 
resource restoration of a po-
tential future county park 
on the shore of Big Elk 
Lake in Palmer Twp., 
north of Clear Lake. 

The 430-acre prop-
erty is currently in pri-
vate ownership and not 
open for public access. 
The current owners are 
collaborating with Sher-
burne County staff on 
the master planning pro-
cess to fulfill the wishes 
of the late owner, who 
desired that the land 
would become a public 
park. The site is also a 
significant cultural re-
source location related 
to previous Native Ameri-
can settlement in the area. 

The purpose of the 
master planning process is 
to develop a plan that would 
fill gaps in recreation facil-
ities in the county park sys-
tem and allow the county 
to apply for state funding 
to acquire the property for 
public use. The county has 
hired a consultant team 
to assist with the master 

planning process, which 
includes HKGi (landscape 
architects and park plan-
ners) and Emmons and 
Olivier Resources (natural 
resources evaluation and 
planning).  

Two Ways One 
Can Provide Input
Attend an event Sat., 

Jan. 30 from 11 a.m. to 1 
p.m. at the Public Water Ac-
cess point on the east side 
of Big Elk Lake, at the ter-
minus of 67th Street. At the 
event, one may walk onto 
the ice to view the shore-
line of the potential park 
property and provide input 
to county staff and project 

consultants regarding one’s  
ideas or concerns for park 
development and resto-
ration. If one plans to attend 
the event, please RSVP 
for a time slot by visiting: 
https://www.signupgenius.

com/go/4090e4aa4ae-
28a4ff2-bigelk or email 
gina.hugo@co.sher-
burne.mn.us.  Plan to 
follow current COVID-
19 guidelines for safety 
at the event, including 
wearing masks and so-
cial distancing. 

Online engagement 
platforms (interactive 
mapping and survey 
questions) will be avail-
able on the county’s 
website after Jan. 15. 
Please check the coun-
ty’s web site to partic-
ipate and provide your 
input.   
The master planning 

process is expected to be 
complete in June of 2021. 
A second round of com-
munity engagement is 
anticipated to take place 
in the spring. Stay up to 
date on the project process 
by checking the coun-
ty’s website: https://www.
co.sherburne.mn.us/604/
Parks-Recreation.

County seeks input on 
master plan for potential 
park on Big Elk Lake

Submitted Article

Wright County Indivis-
ible, along with hundreds 
of other Indivisible groups 
nationwide, hosted “The 
People Lead 2021” on Jan-
uary 13 in response to the 
attempted Capitol Coup on 
Jan. 6. 

This Zoom event fea-
tured state and national 
speakers, including MN 
Attorney General Keith 
Ellison; Indivisible De-
mocracy Policy Director 
Meagan Hatcher Mays; 
and Sen. Amy Klobuchar’s 
Outreach Director Rommel 
Lee, who discussed the ur-
gent need for an immediate 
response to Jan 6 as well as 
a more sustained effort to 
assure the adoption of pro-
posed national democratic 
reforms to restore and 
strengthen our democracy 
going forward. 

Ellison spoke about 
“John Lewis Voting Rights 
Act”, named for the civil 

rights icon, which is vital 
to ending voter suppression 
and “Statehood for DC”, a 
key democracy and racial 
justice initiative. Hatcher 
Mays discussed “For the 
People Act”, comprehen-
sive democracy reform leg-
islation and Lee discussed 
“Court Reform” efforts to 
eliminate the current hy-
per-partisan process for 
judge selection. These four 
reforms together would 
provide much needed struc-
tural change. All speakers 
stressed the importance 
of people’s involvement 
in informing themselves, 
spreading the word and 
taking an active role in 
reaching out to their con-
gressional representatives 
to assure passage of these 
and other non-partisan con-
gressional reforms.  

Jan Kittok, the host of 
the People Lead, empha-
sized the importance of the 
event. 

“In the wake of the Jan. 

6 Capital coup attempt, we 
need to impeach, remove, 
and disqualify Trump from 
ever holding office to save 
our democracy,” said Kit-
tok. “However, it is not 
enough. We, the people, 
must lead the effort to 
restore the damage and 
strengthen our democracy 
once and for all so that this 
can never happen again.”

The People Lead 2021 
closed with a discussion 
of activities that Wright 
County Indivisible and the 
People Lead Committee 
are mounting for people 
to become involved to as-
sure accountability for the 
Jan. 6 insurrection and to 
participate in the campaign 
to assure passage of the re-
forms that the speakers had 
discussed. 

For more information, 
contact WrightCountyIndi-
visible@gmail.com. 

Ellison, others present at 
The People Lead 2021

Submitted Article

The U.S. Department 
of Agriculture (USDA) an-
nounced this week the 
signup periods for the 
Conservation Reserve 
Program (CRP) and 
the CRP Grasslands in 
2021. 

Signup for gen-
eral CRP will be open 
from Jan. 4, 2021, to 
Feb. 12, 2021, and 
signup for CRP Grass-
lands runs from March 
15, 2021 to April 23, 
2021. Both programs 
are competitive and 
provide annual rental 
payments for land de-
voted to conservation 
purposes.

“The Conserva-
tion Reserve Program 
and the many focused pro-
grams that come under it, 
like CRP Grasslands, are 
some of our most critical 
tools we have to help pro-
ducers better manage their 
operations while conserv-
ing natural resources,” said 
Richard Fordyce, Admin-
istrator of USDA’s Farm 
Service Agency. 

“As one of our nation’s 
largest conservation en-
deavors, CRP has proved 
to protect our valuable re-
sources, and next year’s 
signup gives our farmers 
and ranchers an opportunity 
to enroll for the first time or 
continue their participation 
for another term.”

CRP ―
General Signup
Through CRP, farmers 

and ranchers establish long-
term, resource-conserving 
plant species, such as ap-
proved grasses or trees, to 
control soil erosion, im-
prove water quality, and 
enhance wildlife habitat 
on cropland. Farmers and 
ranchers who participate in 
CRP help provide numer-
ous benefits to the nation’s 
environment and economy. 

CRP general signup is held 
annually. The competitive 
general signup includes 
increased opportunities for 

enrollment of wildlife hab-
itat through the State Acres 
For Wildlife Enhancement 
(SAFE) initiative.

Grasslands Signup
CRP Grasslands helps 

landowners and operators 
protect grassland, includ-
ing rangeland, and pasture-
land and certain other lands 
while maintaining the areas 
as grazing lands. Protect-
ing grasslands contributes 
positively to the economy 
of many regions, provides 
biodiversity of plant and 
animal populations and 
improves environmental 
quality. A separate CRP 
Grasslands signup is of-
fered each year following 
general signup.

Signed into law in 
1985, CRP is one of the 
largest private-lands con-
servation programs in the 
United States. It was orig-
inally intended to primar-
ily control soil erosion and 
potentially stabilize com-
modity prices by taking 
marginal lands out of pro-
duction. 

The program has 
evolved over the years, pro-

viding many conservation 
and economic benefits. The 
program marks its 35-year 
anniversary this December. 

Program successes in-
clude:

• Preventing more 
than 9 billion tons of 
soil from eroding, which 
is enough soil to fill 600 
million dump trucks;

• Reducing nitrogen 
and phosphorous run-
off relative to annually 
tilled cropland by 95 
and 85 percent, respec-
tively;

• Sequestering an 
annual average of 49 
million tons of green-
house gases, equal to 
taking 9 million cars off 
the road;

• Creating more 
than 3 million acres 
of restored wetlands 

while protecting more than 
175,000 stream miles with 
riparian forest and grass 
buffers, which is enough to 
go around the world seven 
times; and

• Benefiting bees and 
other pollinators and in-
creasing populations of 
ducks, pheasants, turkey, 
bobwhite quail, prairie 
chickens, grasshopper spar-
rows, and many other birds.

The successes of CRP 
contribute to USDA’s Ag-
r iculture Innovation 
Agenda and its goal of re-
ducing the environmental 
footprint of U.S. agricul-
ture by half by 2050. Ear-
lier this year, Secretary 
Perdue announced the de-
partment-wide initiative to 
align resources, programs, 
and research to position 
American agriculture to 
better meet future global 
demands.

For more information 
on CRP, visit fsa.usda.
gov or contact your local 
FSA county office. 

Signup available 
for Conservation 
Reserve Program
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Area Happenings

Keller Lake Commons in Big Lake, now an Assisted Living Community 
offering full apartments ranging from 644 to 956 square feet. Cable is 

included in rents for private pay and GRH renters. Accepting EW and CADI. 
For more information please contact Nicole Gilder, Housing Director at 

763-263-2363 or check us out online at www.kellerlakecommons.com

goodshepherdcampus.org
11175 27th Ave SE, Becker, MN 55308

     Shepherd 
  of Grace 
  Senior    
 Community

CALL TODAY AT 763.450.6670

Essential is an understatement 
when you consider all that our 

caring staff does and the critical 
roles they play given the challenges 

of COVID-19. These staffs are 
SUPERHEROES in our book, 

and we can’t thank them enough.

WE WELCOME YOU TO JOIN 
OUR SHEPHERD OF GRACE FAMILY!

YOUR LOVED ONES ARE IN GOOD HANDS. 

NEWSPAPERS ARE 
PREFERRED BY 

AFFLUENT AUDIENCES
Did you know that newspapers are the 
preferred choice for affluent audiences 

to get information?

Participants of a recent study were 
asked which media platforms they 

remembered seeing ads in in the past 
month and how they reacted to them. 

Despite all the attention that digital 
media receives, wealthy participants 
were far more likely to use printed 
newspapers than any other media 
channel. This was followed only by 

online newspapers.
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affluent audiences 
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that digital media receives, 
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printed newspapers than 
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online newspapers.
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NEWSPAPERS ARE 
PREFERRED BY 

AFFLUENT AUDIENCES
Did you know that newspapers are the preferred choice 

for affluent audiences to get information?

Participants of a recent study were asked which media 
platforms they remembered seeing ads in in the past 

month and how they reacted to them. Despite all the atten-
tion that digital media receives, wealthy participants were 
far more likely to use printed newspapers than any other 

media channel. This was followed only by 
online newspapers.

NEWSPAPERS ARE PREFERRED BY AFFLUENT AUDIENCES
Did you know that newspapers are the preferred choice for affluent audiences to get information?

Participants of a recent study were asked which media platforms they remembered seeing ads in in the past month 
and how they reacted to them. Despite all the attention that digital media receives, wealthy participants were far 

more likely to use printed newspapers than any other media channel. This was followed only by online newspapers.

By Bill Morgan, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

The Becker Lions have placed a 
receptacle at Food Pride in Becker to 
collect donations of plastics and other 
items to be recycled and made into 
benches to benefit the city, its parks 
and its businesses.

Shelly Mattson, treasurer with 
the the Becker Lions, is spearheading 
the drive to collect 500-lbs. of plastic 
material every six months to receive 
a maintenance-free bench made from 
the recycled materials. The benches 
will be produced by Trex Recycling 
out of Virginia, a company that makes 
more than just benches, but includes 
composite decking and railings, clad-
ding, fencing and more.

The Lions hope the first round of 
recycled products will be enough to 
make a maintenance-free bench for 
outside of Food Pride. After that, they 
hope to get enough benches to have 
them placed at parks or other areas 
around town where they are needed.

The recycled products the Lions 
are looking for are produce and bread 
bags, grocery bags, cereal boxes and 
ice bags from one’s local grocery 
store. Or, save those Ziploc® and other 
reclosable bags or overwraps from cases 
of water or toilet tissue. Better yet, save 

those bags some news-
papers come in or donate 
your drycleaning bags or 
even bubble wrap!

The Becker Lions 
Club is comprised of 
men and women who 
strive to make a positive 
impact in the Becker 
community and in the 
lives of Becker area 
residents. They meet 
monthly on the second 
Monday of each month 
at 7 p.m. at the Becker 
City Park Shelter.

Along with Mattson 
being the treasurer, 
Tammy Weber is the 
president and Dale 
Seavert is the secretary.

LIONS TREASURER SHELLY MATTSON has been making the rounds, procuring 
bundles of plastic bags for the bench project. The Lions need 500-lbs and Mattson 
is shown holding plastic bags that weigh approximately 2.7-lbs. In other words, 
they need a LOT of plastics! (Photo by Bill Morgan).

Becker Lions looking for community’s help for benches

THIS CONTAINER (left) 
is positioned just inside the 
doors of Food Pride in Becker 
to receive plastics for the Lion 
bench project. The Patriot 
Newspaper offices also have a 
box for donations.(Submitted 
Photo).

By Katherine Cantin
Staff Writer

A new dog training 
center, Dakotah’s Doggie 
Training, recently opened 
in Elk River. The training 
center, and sister business 
Dakotah’s Doggie Daycare, 
are owned by dog lover 
John Madsen. 

Dakotah’s Doggie 
Training
The training center 

focuses on training dogs 
using positive reinforce-
ment. The lead trainer is 
an animal behaviorist, who 
understands the way the 
dogs’ brains work, and uses 

that information to help the 
dogs understand what their 
human counterparts need 
them to do. 

Madsen says the train-
ers will never use negative 
reinforcement, because it 
doesn’t solve the issue be-
hind the behavior. 

“Imagine you’re sitting 
on a plane next to someone 
who’s complaining because 
they are afraid of flying,” 
Madsen said, as an exam-

ple. “So every time they 
complain, you smack them. 
After a while, they’ll stop 
complaining, and so you get 
the behavior you want, but 
the problem is still there: 

They’re still afraid to fly, 
and they’re pretty ticked at 
you on top of that.”

He says the same is 
true for dogs. Negative re-
inforcement may get the de-
sired behavior, but it won’t 
solve the initial problem. 

Classes Offered
The training center of-

fers many different classes, 
including puppy and adult 
training classes, obsta-
cle courses, “Nose Work” 
(training dogs to find var-
ious scents), “Neurobics” 
(brain games and puzzles, 
and the very successful 
“Reactive Dog Training.”

Reactive Dog Train-
ing focuses on situational 
negative behaviors. For 
example, a dog who al-
ways barks when seeing 
people on the sidewalk. Or 
a dog that will growl and 
act aggressively around 
other dogs. Madsen says 
many owners think there 
is no solution, and they 
keep their dogs isolated. 
This is the wrong response, 
according to Madsen. In-
stead, dogs enrolled in the 
Reactive Dog Class will 
be taught the correct re-
action to various stimuli, 
and will be rewarded when 
they react in a calm man-
ner. Even dogs who have 
acted “viscously” for years 
can reenter the world after 
a few weeks of classes and 
one-on-one work with their 
owners.

Madsen says the train-
ers are also working on 

a special case. One dog 
owner, who is paralyzed 
from the waist down, is 
bringing her furry friend 
to classes that are teaching 
the dog to help its owner 

through simple tasks, such 
as picking up items its 
owner drops, and fetching 
items she needs.

Dakotah’s Doggie 
Daycare
Madsen is also the 

owner of “Dakotah’s Dog-
gie Daycare,” a boarding 
house not far from the new 
training center. There, they 
offer boarding, daycare, and 
grooming services. Staff 
pays attention to all the 
animals, and gets to know 
them personally. They use 
this information to make 
sure the animals’ needs 

are met. For example, dogs 
who love to wrestle and 
play are boarded with like-
minded dogs, while those 
who are less rambunctious 
can spend time in another 

play area. The dogs form 
friendships with other dogs, 
and therefore staff tries to 
keep them together. Alter-
natively, dogs that don’t get 
along are kept apart. Dogs 
that don’t get along with 
other dogs get personal 
playtime with the humans 
instead.

“They’re just like 
people,” Madsen said. 
“They’ve all got different 
personalities.” 

Madsen decided to 
open the daycare cen-
ter after his father passed 
away. He had been work-

ing as a bank executive, he 
said, and was making good 
money, but it didn’t “feed 
his soul.” He left his job to 
be with his parents when 
his father was diagnosed 

with cancer. After his fa-
ther passed away, Madsen 
didn’t want to go back into 
banking again. His sister 
recommended that Madsen 
open the daycare center, 
saying Elk River needed a 
good boarding house, not 
an understaffed “dog ware-
house.” Madsen thought 
this was a great idea, and 
says he has been loving his 
job ever since.

CURIOUS DOGS pop their heads up to see the comings and goings of the humans at Dakotah’s Doggie Daycare. (Photo 
by Katherine Cantin.)

Dakotah’s Doggie Training Opens in Elk River

DAKOTAH’S DOGGIE DAYCARE STAFF MEMBER KRISTIN holds up a photo of 
her favorite furry visitor, who wasn’t present at the time. (Photo by Katherine 
Cantin.)

Submitted Article

In response to guid-
ance from the Minnesota 
Dept. of Education, Min-
nesota Dept. of 
Health, and local 
health officials 
and based on 
changes in com-
munity health 
data, St. Cloud 
Area School 
District is up-
dating its learning model 
plans. 

The updated plans 
prioritize their youngest 
learners, as required by 
the Governor, along with 
the health and safety of 
the learning community. 
This systematic, phased 
approach minimizes transi-
tions and provides the best 
opportunity for a sustain-
able, quality, educational 
experience for the students.

The targeted date for 
in-person learning for 
PK-5 is now Feb. 3 and the 
tentative return to hybrid 
learning for secondary stu-
dents is on Feb. 1. This is a 
change and acceleration to 
the plans presented on Dec. 
16.

PK, Elementary 
And Alternative
Sites Calendar
1/15: No school for 

PK-5 and alternative sites 
(transition day for staff);

1/19: Return to hybrid 

learning for PK, grades 
K-5, and alternative sites;

1/29-2/2: No school for 
PK, grades K-5 and alter-
native sites (transition days 

for staff);
2/3: Begin in-person 

learning, Monday-Friday 
for grades K-5, and alterna-
tive sites.

Secondary Calendar
1/29: Tentative no 

school for grades 6-12 
(transition day for staff);

2/1: Tentative return to 
hybrid learning for grades 
6-12.

SCSD will continue to 
monitor and adjust based 
on guidance from the MDE, 
MDH, and local health of-
ficials. All plans are con-
tingent on the district’s 
operational capacity and 
community health.

SCSD remains eager 
to get their students back 
in school and believe their 
systematic, phased ap-
proach provides the best 
way to achieve this goal.

District 742 is the larg-
est school district in Central 
Minnesota, proudly sharing 
the gift of education with 

over 10,000 students each 
school day. Clearview 
School in Clear Lake is part 
of this school district.

St. Cloud School District 
updates learning model plans

Submitted Article

Wright County resi-
dents are being warned to be 
on the lookout for telephone 
and email scams dealing 
with the COVID-19 vaccine. 

Instances throughout 
the state and the 
country have been 
reported of emails 
or phone callers 
claiming to be able 
to get vaccines 
to residents for a 
price.

Many of these 
emails and calls purport to be 
representing health or gov-
ernment agencies and ask 
recipients for private infor-
mation, including credit card 

numbers. No government 
or health agency contacts 
people requesting electronic 
payment for a COVID-19 
vaccine.

If one receives such an 
email or call, one is urged 
to report the incident to the 
Minnesota Attorney Gener-

al’s Office at the following 
website address: https://
www.ag.state.mn.us/Office/
Complaint.asp.

Residents warned about 
COVID-19 vaccine scams
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Owner: Chad Schwintek
13050 1st Street Becker, MN 55308

• BECKER
Grace Lutheran Church (LCMS)
Pastor: David M. Johnson, 763-
262-7782, 11185 27th Ave SE. 
Services: Sun. Worship 9am, Sun. 
School 10:30am, Wed. J.U.M.P. 
6pm.
Becker Baptist Church
Pastors: Nathan Bucher (Acting), 
Kevin Drehmel (Youth) & Amy 
Drehmel (Dir. Of Ministry), 763-
261-4202, 11951 Hancock St. 
Services: Sun. Worship/Children 
10:30am, Wed. Youth Group 
6:30pm. www.beckerbaptist.org. 
Becker Evangelical Free Church
Pastors: Patrick Drury (Senior), 
Chris Salvevold (Youth), 763-261-
4125, Becker High School, Office: 
11373 150th Ave SE. Services: 
Sun. Worship/Teaching/Fellow-
ship 10am.
Mary of the Visitation 
Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-
3339, 12100 Sherburne Ave. Ser-
vices: Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 
9:30am.
Faith (Becker) Lutheran 
Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Yolanda Denson-Byers, 
763-261-5751, 11755 Sherburne 
Ave. Services: Sun. Worship 9:30 
am, Sun. School 10am.
Oakwood Community 
Church Assemblies of God
Pastors: Gerry Bass & Sarah, 763-
220-6004, 13140 1st St (SW Cor-
ner of Becker Furniture World). 
Services: Sun. Bible Study/Sun. 
School 9am, Sun. Worship 10am.
Snake River Free Church
Pastor: Steve Johnston, 612-219-
8648, 180th St SE. Services: Sun. 
Worship/Sun. School 10:30am., 
Hymn Sing is second Sun. of every 
month.
Becker Christian Center & 
Abundant Grace Church
Pastor: Ken Hanson, 763-262-2177, 
15455 59th St SE. Services: Sun. 
Praise & Worship 9:30am, Wed. 
Family Fellowship 7pm.

Beacon House of Prayer
Pastors: Brian & Linda Holmes, 
763-263-3771, 12264 Pleasant Ave. 
Services: Thurs. Worship 6:30pm.
Free Grace United
Pastor: Kevin Wilson, 763-245-
0001, 14000 Clubhouse Ln. Ser-
vices: Wed. Worship 6:30pm.

• BIG LAKE
Acts Seventh-Day Adventists 
Community Church
Pastor: Bill Nixon, 763-263-2287, 
20455 187th Ave Nw. Services: 
Sat. Worship 9am, Sat. Sabbath 
School 10:15am.
Bethany Bible Church
763-263-2167, 511 Eagle Lake 
Road. Services: Sun. School 9am, 
Sun. Worship 10am.
Bridgeview Assembly of God
Pastor: Steve Royalty, 763-263-
6274, 20500 County Road 11. Ser-
vices: Sun. Worship 10am, Wed. 
Service 6:30pm.
SVEA Hill Covenant Church
Pastor: Don Bellach, 763-263-
6322, 16392 235th Ave NW. Ser-
vices: Sun. Worship 10am.
Cornerstone Baptist Church
Pastor: Gordon Langdon, 763-263-
7878, 15300 County Road 35. 
Hope Lutheran Church 
(ELCA) in Orrock
763-263-7990. www.hopeintheref-
uge.weebly.com.
IFLESIA AMOR VIVIENTE
Living Love Church
Pastores: Juan & Patricia Aguayo, 
763-607-5403, 21 Lake St N. Ser-
vices: Sat. 6pm.
Lord of Glory Lutheran Church
Pastor: Marty Mably, 763-263-
3090, 15550 190th Ave NW. Ser-
vices: Sun. 8am & 10am.
Mary of the Visitation 
Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-
3339, 440 Lake St N. Services: 
Mass temporarily at Becker loca-
tion, Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 
9:30am.
Riverside Church
Online: www.myriversidechurch.

com, 763-263-2410, 2014 County 
Road 14. Services: Sun 8:45am, 
10:30am & 12:05pm.
Saron Lutheran Church
Pastor: Kyle Sidlo, 763-263-2209, 
311 Lake St. S. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9:30am, indoors or livestream.

• SANTIAGO
South Santiago Lutheran 
Church ELCA
Pastor: Daryl Thul, 763-662-2048, 
14675 37th St. Services: Sun. 9am 
drive-in Worship, Sanctuary Wor-
ship 10am.
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 
E.L.S. & Princeton Evangelical 
School
Pastor: Timothy Zenda, 763-662-
2570, 18977 17th St. Services: 
Sun. School/Bible Class 10:30am, 
Divine Worship 9am.
Glendorado Lutheran (ELCA)
Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Shari Routh, 920-573-0193, 
1100 186th Ave NE. Services: Sun 
Good Shepherd 9am, Sun. Glendo-
rado 10:30am.
Gethsemane Church 
(ELCA) – Ronneby
Pastor: Barbara Peterson, 320-983-
5002, 14478 78th St. NE. Services: 
Sun. Worship 10am.
Glendorado Evangelical 
Country Church
Pastor: Sam Alfano, 763-662-2244, 
16999 Glendorado Road NE. Ser-
vices: Sun. School 9:30am, Sun. 
Worship 10:30am.

• CLEAR LAKE
Living Waters Church
Pastor: Mark Stahl, 320-292-0250, 
7830 Church St. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am, Wed. Bible Study 
6:30pm.
Trinity Lutheran Church 
Missouri Synod
Pastor: Josh Reber, 320-743-2919, 
8641 Main Ave. Services: Sun. 
Worship 8:45am, Sun. School 
9:45am.

St. Marcus Catholic Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-
743-2481, 8701 Main Ave. Ser-
vices: Sat. Confessions 4:15pm, 
Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. Jan-June 8am, 
July-Dec. 10am.

• DUELM
St. Lawrence Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-
968-7502 or 320-743-2481, 10915 
Duelm Road NE. Services: Sun 
Mass – Jan-June 10am, July-Dec. 
8am.

• CLEARWATER
Clearwater United 
Methodist Church
Pastor: Alison Hendley, 320-558-
2581, 405 Main St. Services: Sun. 
Worship 9:30am.
Freedom Bible Church
605 Lime St. (Old Clearwater Post 
Office). Services: Sun. Bible Study 
9:30am & 6pm, Sun. Worship 
10:45am, Wed. Bible Study 7pm.
Rejoice Lutheran Church – 
ELCA
Pastor: Jim Bump, 320-558-6851, 
1155 County Road 75. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9:30am.
Church of St. Luke
Father: Dennis Backer, 320-558-
2124, 17545 Huber Ave NW. Ser-
vices: Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 
8am & 10am, Weekday Mass 
Tues.-Fri. 8am/Sat. 9am.
Tri-County Alliance Church
Pastor: David Fogal, 320-558-
2750, 8464 160th St NW. Services: 
Sun. School 9am, Sun. Worship 
10:30am.

• SILVER CREEK
Immanuel Lutheran Church
Pastor: Kn Tatkenhorst, 763-878-
2820, 11390 Elliot Ave NW. Ser-
vices: Sun. Worship 9am
Silver Creek Community Church
Pastor: Zach Pryor, 320-963-3957, 
4282 114th St NW. Services: Sun. 
Worship 9am, Sun. Fellowship 
10am, Sun. School 10:30am. 
.

Kathy J. Nelson
(612) 219-8644

Becker Office: 12390 Sherburne Ave 
www.realtor-kathynelson.com

RYAN HUBBARD
763-263-8334 
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6715 125th Ave - Clear Lake, MN
320.743.2387 • Cell: 320.290.9843

Scott & Tonia Ulsby

KEN GEROUX CONSTRUCTION
C O R P O R A T I O N

Integrity • Excellence
Uncompromising Customer Satisfaction

Lic. #BC002757
Big Lake • 763-263-6878

Order Online!

Becker Pizza Depot
The Area’s Best Pizza -- Ask Anyone!

14281 Bank Street, Becker • 763-262-2700
www.BeckerPizzaDepot.com • Facebook: Pizza Depot

Pizza, Wings & More

Becker 763-261-4200  |  Princeton 763-389-4099
Monticello 763-271-7177

www.sherburnestatebank.com

Your Hometown Bank

Sherburne
State Bank

Member 
FDIC

290 EAGLE LAKE RD. N. BIG LAKE
763-263-3262 • WWW.CORNEROAKSDENTAL.COM

Dr. Reed Dill 
& Dr. Laura Dill

FAMILY & COSMETIC DENTISTRY

16455 122nd St Becker MN 55308

763-263-9471

763- 262-6500
quality cars, trucks & vans
www.dansofbiglake.com

24 
HOUR
Towing & recovery

19640 200th Ave., Big Lake

Big Lake

 763-263-6350
parkdental.com

This space 
can be yours!
763-275-0275

• Family Owned 
    & Operated
• Light, Medium and 
    Heavy Duty  Towing 

• Lockouts 
• Jump Starts 
• Winch Recovery

www.bobstowingandrecovery.com

• BIG LAKE 
• ELK RIVER 
• MONTICELLO
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This space 
can be yours!
763-275-0275

ADVERTISE IN OUR CHURCH DIRECTORY! CALL THE PATRIOT TO FIND OUT HOW @ 763.275.0275

NOW 
ENROLLING!

2021-2022 school year
FREE HIGH-QUALITY EDUCATION!

Information sessions
Dates: Jan. 21, Feb. 23, & Mar. 15

Times: 5:30-6:15pm Middle School, 
6:15-7:00 pm High School

Sign up for a session on our school 
website. Space is limited.
www.spectrumhighschool.org

Enrollment Questions? 
Email admissions@spectrumhighschool.org, 

or call 763-450-9859.

SMALL SCHOOL... BIG RESULTS

By Katherine Cantin
Staff Writer

Tuesday, Big Lake 
City staff hosted a ribbon 
cutting ceremony to unveil 
a new bike fixing  station at 
the Big Lake Train Station. 

The fixing station in-
cludes a bar to rest the 
bike on while working, an 
air pump for flat tires, and 
several wrenches and other 
tools. The project was 
funded in part by a grant 
from CentraCare as part of 
their initiative to promote 
healthy and active living in 
the community.

Staff member Cor-
rie Scott said the city was 
excited to see the project 
completed, and that more 
fixing stations may be im-
plemented around the city 
in the future.

The station was set up 
at the train stop since the 
trains are bike friendly, and 
many people use their bikes 
to get around after getting 

off the train. It’s also an 
easy distance for residents 
at the new Station Street 
Apartments and the devel-
opment off of Co. Rd. 43 S. 

The idea to put in a 
fix-it station came from the 
city’s Bicycle Advisory 

Committee, which is ded-
icated to making Big Lake 
a bike-friendly city. Scott 
said the committee is al-
ways looking for new par-
ticipants, and anyone who 
is interested can contact her 
at CScott@BigLakeMN.

org. The committee hosts 
several events each year, 
in addition to implement-
ing projects such as the fix 
it station. They organize 
bike rides and a bike rodeo, 
among other events. 

A NEW BIKE FIXING STATION was unveiled this week at the Big Lake Train Station. From left to right is Roger (from the 
Bicylce Advisory Committee), Melissa (from CentraCare and the Bicycle Advisory Committee), Corrie Scott (recreation and 
community coordinator), Hanna Klimmek (community development director), Gloria Vande Brake (Big Lake Chamber of Com-
merce) and Colleen (Big Lake Bicycle Advisory Committee). (Photo by Katherine Cantin.)

Big Lake gets new bike fixing station

Submitted Article

This week, the three 
winners from the Patriot’s 
Christmas Coloring Contest 
stopped by the offices to re-
ceive their prizes and get 
their photos taken. 

Each winner received 
a $15 gift card to area Sub-
way Restaurants.

The winners were: 
Maisie Brum of Clear Lake 
for age group 0-5, Claire 
Nelson of Big Lake for age 
group 6-10 and Julia Haus 
of Big Lake for age  group 
11-15.

Congratulations to the  
winners and the many art-
ists for their incredible sub-
missions!

THE PATRIOT NEWSPAPER’S CHRISTMAS COLORING CONTEST had over 100 submissions and the staff whittled the 
masterpieces down to the winners in each age category. Maisie Brum (L) of Clear Lake won in the 0-5 age category, Claire 
Nelson (M) of Big Lake won in the 6-10 age category and Julia Haus (R) of Big Lake won for the 11-15 age group. (Photos 
by Bill Morgan).

Coloring Contest Winners get Rewards! Submitted Article

On December 31, 
2020 at approximately 
10:21 p.m., Sgt. Tom Ku-
cala of the Big Lake Police 
stopped a vehicle for an 
equipment violation. The 
driver appeared to be under 
the influence of a controlled 
substance. 

Kucala had the driver 
exit the vehicle to perform 
field sobriety tests. During 
a pat search of the driver 
Sgt. Kucala located a pipe 
used to consume narcotics. 

Kucala had the passen-
ger, Joseph Winkelman, 
60 of  Big Lake, step out 
of the vehicle for a vehicle 
search. During the search 
officers located an eyeglass 
case under the front passen-
ger seat where Winkelman 
had been seated. Inside the 
glasses case officers dis-
covered drug paraphernalia 
and three plastic bags, each 
containing a white crystal 
substance. The substance 
field tested positive for the 
presence of methamphet-
amine and weighed 4.2 
grams. 

The driver of the ve-
hicle indicated he had pur-
chased methamphetamine 
from Winkelman and had 

no knowledge of the eye-
glass case under the pas-
senger seat. 

Winkelman was ar-
rested and transported to 
the Sherburne County Jail. 
Winkelman was charged 
by criminal complaint with; 
Felony 5th Degree Posses-
sion of Narcotics.

JOSEPH WINKELMAN, 60, of Big 
Lake, was charged with possession of 
narcotics during a vehicle search last 
month in Big Lake. (County Booking 
Photo).

Suspect charged with 
possession of narcotics
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Alpha
Do you have questions 

about faith, life, God & the 
church?  Want a great place to 
explore the Christian faith for 
yourself? Alpha is an 11 week 
in-person or online experience 
which is designed to do just 
that in an open and caring en-
vironment. 

Next session begins Mon., 
Jan. 18 @ 7pm at Riverside 
Church (20314 County Rd 
14, Big Lake).  Learn more & 
register at www.myriverside-
church.com/alpha.

The Alpha Marriage Course
The Marriage Course is a 

series of seven sessions, de-
signed to help couples invest 
in their relationship & build a 
strong marriage.  Nicky & Sila 
Lee, authors of The Marriage 
Book, developed The Marriage 
Course for couples looking for 
practical support to strengthen 
their relationship. The course 
is designed to help couples 
build strong foundations, learn 
to communicate more effec-
tively & resolve differences 
well.  

This 7-week course be-
gins on Mon., Jan. 18 @ 7pm 
at Riverside Church (20314 
County Rd 14, Big Lake).  
Learn more & register at www.
myriversidechurch.com/mar-
riagecourse

Becker American 
Legion Auxiliary

Meetings are held the 
second Tues. of every month 
at the old fire hall in Becker, 
7 pm. Paula Hinds 763-262-
6679. 

Becker 
American Legion
Becker Legion meets the 

second Tues. of every month 
at 7 pm at Becker Legion (old 
fire hall).

Becker AA Meeting
Area 35 Alcoholics 

Anonymous District 5 meets 
Thurs. at 8 pm at Church of 
Mary of the Visitation, 12100 
Sherburne Ave., Becker. 
Steve 612-889-1000.

Becker Boy Scout 
Pack 92 Cardboard, Paper 

& Aluminum
Bring your aluminum 

cans to the trailer located near 
Becker True Value & paper 
& cardboard recyclables to 
the dumpsters near the same 
location the first Sat. of every 
month. There will be a Scout 
there to help unload between 
9 am-12 pm. 

Becker Cemetery 
Association

Annual meeting is sched-
uled for Mon., Jan. 11, 2021 at 
6 pm, Becker City Hall. 

Becker Evangelical 
Ministries

Every Wed., 6-7:30 pm 
at Becker Middle School. 
GYM 45 - growing young 
men. HIS KIDZ - K-3rd 
grade. G.I.R.L.S. GROUP - 
4th & 5th grade girls. 

Becker Free Church 
(763) 261-4125 or register 
online at WWW.BECKER-
FREECHURCH.ORG (under 
Youth Connection click 
“Event Registration”).

Becker Food Shelf 
Open Tues., 9-11 am & 

Thurs. 4-6 pm. The food shelf 
is  located 12060 Sherburne 
Ave. in City Hall. 763-261-
4612.

Becker Lions Club
Meetings are held the 

second Mon. each month at 7 
pm at Becker City Park. Dale 
Seavert 320-290-5342.

Becker Lions Collecting 
Items To Recycle 

Items are: eye glasses, 
hearing aids, cell phones & 
printer ink cartridges. Collec-
tion boxes are located at the 
Becker Community Center 
(entryway) & Insight Eye care.

Becker Sons of the
American Legion

Squadron 193
Meets the third Tues. of 

each month at 7 pm at Becker 
Legion (old fire hall). Looking 
for new members. Commander 
John Fischbach 320-249-0579.

Becker Beyond the 
Yellow Ribbon Meeting

The monthly meetings are 
held 6 pm the third Thurs. of 
the month at Becker City Hall. 

320-980-2752 or see the state 
website at www.beyondtheye-
llow ribbon.org. 

Big Lake American Legion 
Post #147

Meets the first Thurs. of 
the month @ 7 pm. Commu-
nity Room by the Big Lake 
Police Station, 790 Mnnesota 
Ave, Big Lake 55309. Please 
contact Commander Paul 
Seefeld 612-801-7731. 

Big Lake OPEN 
AA Meetings

Mon., 7pm at the Church 
of Mary of the Visitation Cath-
olic Church, Big Lake. Big 
Book Study, Handicap Ac-
cessible. Questions? Contact: 
Rob, 763-218-5328.

Big Lake Al-Anon
Meetings held Mon., 7pm 

by ZOOM. Please contact Lau-
rie, 763-218-5330 for more 
information & meeting log-in.

The Big Lake American 
Legion Auxiliary 

Meets the first Tues. of 
each month at 6:30 pm. in the 
Senior Citizen Center at Big 
Lake City Hall. Please contact 
Kathy at 763-263-6093 for 
membership information.

Big Lake Beyond the 
Yellow Ribbon

The Big Lake Beyond 
the Yellow Ribbon meets at 
6:30pm on the third Mon., of 
each month in the Community 
Room adjacent to the Big Lake 
Police Dept. & the Big Lake 
Library.

Big Lake Community 
Food Shelf

The Big Lake Community 
Food Shelf hours of service 
are Mon. & Thurs. 5:30-7:30 
pm & Wed. 9-11 am. We also 
serve clients every “Freebie 
Friday” from 10:30-11:30 am., 
providing produce, dairy, & 
bakery goods. To volunteer 
call 763-263-2432 or www.
blcfs.org.

The Big Lake Lions 
Looking for community 

minded people to join our 
organization. If interested in 
getting involved with our or-
ganization, please contact any 
Lion member or send a note to 
P.O. Box 128, Big Lake, MN 
55309 or 763-263-2218.

Big Lake Lioness
If you are interested in 

joining an organization ded-
icated to service within their 
community, come visit us the 
second Mon. of every month at 
the Lions Park on CR 5 in Big 
Lake. Social starts at 6:30 pm 
& the meeting begins at 7pm. 
All are welcome to attend.

Big Lake Lioness Club
Red Cross Bloodmobile

The Red Cross Bloodmo-
bile, MOV Catholic Church,  
Big Lake, Mon., Jan. 18,  
12-6 pm. Appointments can 
be made online at www.red-
crossblood.org. Please sched-
ule a time & help support the 
Red Cross during this difficult 
time. We’re all facing unfore-
seen challenges as we navigate 
the unknown through the coro-
navirus crisis. While we must 
adapt quickly to ever-changing 
circumstances, we greatly ap-
preciate your patience & grace 
in continuing to volunteer & 
donate at blood drives. United 
we save lives.

Big Lake Lioness Club
At our Jan. business meet-

ing, Big Lake Lioness sorted 
244 of home-made & pur-
chased winter wear items for 
our local schools. Each ele-
mentary school in Big Lake 
& the Primary & Intermediate 
Schools in Becker received a 
bag of winter apparel for kids 
to use during recess as needed. 

Due to ongoing COVID 
restrictions at local nursing 
homes/care centers, the Li-
oness began to send birthday 
cards in lieu of flowers to 
residents at the Monticello 
Care Center. At Christmas, all 
residents received a  person-
alized card from the Lioness. 
Throughout 2021 residents 
will be receiving seasonal 
holiday cards in addition to 
a birthday card the month of 
their birthday. 

The Big Lake 
Women of Today

Hold a monthly general 
meeting at Senior Activity 
Center located in the Big Lake 

City Office Building on the 3rd 
Thurs. of the month @ 7pm. 
Contact Natalie @ 612-518-
3504 or find us at FaceBook or 
www.biglakewomenoftoday.
webs.com.

Clear Lake Legion 
Meets the second Tues. 

of the month at Palmer Twp. 
Hall. The Legion will meet at 
7 pm. New members are al-
ways welcome. Bud Stimmler 
at 320-761-5793.

Clearwater AA/Alanon
Meeting is at 7 pm, Sun. 

night at Clearwater United 
Methodist Church, 405 Main 
St. Clearwater. 320-310-1399 
AA or 320-558-6613 for Al-
Anon.

Clearwater AA Meeting
Mon. nights, 7 pm at Re-

joice Lutheran Church, 1155 
CR 75, Clearwater. 612-801-
7317.

Clearwater Legion
Clearwater Legion meet-

ings are held the second Thurs. 
of the month. Auxiliary 6:30 
pm, S.A.L. at 7 pm, Legion 
7:30 pm. Senior Lunch first 
Thurs. of the month at noon 
at Clearwater Legion, Clear-
water.

Clearwater-Clear Lake 
Food Shelf

Open Mon. 5:30-7 pm, 
Tues. 9-11 am & 6-8 pm, Wed. 
3-5 pm & in the brown Lions 
Community Building beneath 
the water tower in Clearwater.  
We service residents of Clear-
water & Clear Lake.

Clearwater
Narcotics Anonymous 

 Meetings are at 7 pm, 
Wed. night at Clearwater 
United Methodist Church, 405 
Main St. Clearwater. 612-607-
4484.

Dementia Support Group
The fourth Wed. of each 

month at 10-11 am, Room 19 
at Becker Community Center, 
11500 Sherburne Ave. No 
cost to join. Tami Kolbinger at 
612-590-2449 or email tjkol-
binger@ gmail.com.

DivorceCare
DivorceCare is a 13-week 

group designed to help those 
recovering from separation or 
divorce & face the challenges 
to move toward rebuilding 
their life.  Next session begins 
Mon., Jan. 18, 6:30-8pm at 
Riverside Church (20314 CR 
14, Big Lake).  

For more information and 
to register for this session, visit 
www.myriversidechurch.com/
divorcecare.

FREE - Advocates for
 Independence

 First & third Wed. of the 
month 2-4 pm at Independent 
Lifestyles, 215 North Benton 
Drive, Sauk Rapids. Make a 
difference in your community 
for people w/disabilities. Mi-
chele Pelka 320-281-2042.  All 
abilities are welcome to attend.

Free Grace Recovery
Sun. 6-8 pm at Clear Lake 

Town Hall, 7684 1st Ave. W. 
Clear Lake. A light meal will 
be served at 6 pm. Everyone 
is welcome. Justin or Renee at 
612-384-9069.

FREE - The Saint Cloud 
Area Parkinson’s Disease 

(PD) Support Group in-
vites you to “Coffee & Con-
versation” the last Wed. 
monthly at 10 am at Edge-
wood Living 677 Brianna 
Drive, Sartell. Meetings are 
open to those diagnosed w/
PD, their families, caregivers, 
& the general public. Group 
provides support, educa-
tion, & awareness about the  
disease. Bobbi 320-281-3343.  

God’s Grub Community 
Meal

Second Sun. of every 
month, 4:30-6:30 pm. Saron 
Lutheran, Big Lake, 311 Lake 
Street South. Served curbside, 
ready to go.

GriefShare
A 13 week group for those 

grieving the loss of a family 
member or friend.  The sup-
port group contains messages 
& material each week to help 
walk you through recovering 
from your loss & looking for-
ward to rebuilding your life.  
New sessions begin Thurs., 
Jan. 14 @ 1pm or Mon., Jan. 

18 @ 6:30pm at Riverside 
Church (20314 CR 14, Big 
Lake). 

For more information and 
to register for this session, visit 
www.myriversidechurch.com/
griefshare.

Life Recovery Group
Life Recovery is a pro-

gram built to foster & encour-
age healthy recovery from all 
of life’s ugliness. Designed for 
those who have experienced 
the effects of sin & separation 
from God in their lives. This 
may be drugs, alcohol, over-
eating, pornography, or any of 
the other numerous ways peo-
ple experience disconnection 
from God. Join others in this 
warm environment where an 
intentional focus on Christ is 
foundational to recovery. 

This 12-week group be-
gins Mon., Jan. 18 @ 6:30pm 
at Riverside Church (20314 
County Rd 14, Big Lake).  
Register for this session at 
www.myriversidechurch.com/
liferecovery.

Living with Parkinson’s 
Under The Age of 60
We meet the third Tuesday  

of each month from 6:30-8pm 
at Saron Lutheran Church, 311 
Lake Street So., Big Lake, MN 
55309.  

Any questions, please call 
Camille Johnson at 763-350-
7401.

Mental Health 
Discussion Group

Meets Mon., 6-7 pm at 
Independent Lifestyles, 215 
N. Benton Dr., Sauk Rapids. 
This is a free group, everyone 
is welcome. Ricky 320-281-
2025.

Parkinson’s Disease
Support Group

Meets third Mon. of the 
month, from 1-2:30 pm at IL-
ICIL Independent Lifestyles, 
215 N. Benton Dr., Sauk 
Rapids. This free group pro-
vides support, education, & 
awareness about the disease. 
Independent Lifestyles at 320-
529-9000.

Rivers of Hope
Advocates for ending 

family violence, is a non-profit 
community based agency 
offering advocacy, support, 
education & referral services 
for victims of family violence. 
Working in partnerships w/
schools, law enforcement, 
social service agencies & the 
court system in Sherburne & 
Wright Co. 763-295-3433 or 
1-800-439-2642 or info@riv-
ersofhope. org. Free & confi-
dential. Phones answered 24/7.

Snake River Free Mission 
Church Upcoming Events

Hymn sings are held every 
other month on the second 
Sun. at 4:30 pm. Check Snake 
River Church FaceBook page 
for updates.

5 mi. N of Hwy 10 on CR 
11, 1.5 mi. E n CR4 & then 
L on 180th Ave (8940 180th 
Ave), Becker. Mary 612-219-
8648. 

Volunteer as a Foster 
Grandparent 

Local schools & organi-
zations need caring adults like 
you! Orientation, training & 
ongoing support are provided. 
Pat Braun 612-390-0617.

Wright County 
Community Action

You have been affected & 
are having or are anticipating 
having difficulity paying your  
mortgage, WCCA is here to 
help you navigate your op-
tions & keep your home. To 
speak with a homeownership 
advisor, call Wright County 
Community Action at 320-
963-6500 ext. 238 today. 
Services are unbiased, confi-
dential & free of charge. 

Young @ Heart
Group meeting at Rejoice 

Lutheran Church in Clear-
water, will be canceled until 
further notice. We will wait 
until the state allows churches 
& other gatherings to begin 
& then look at our group & 
make a decision. 

Announcements

ANNOUNCE 
YOUR FREE 

EVENT!
DEADLINE 

IS NOON ON 
WEDNESDAY

763-275-0275

Attorneys

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

763-262-2889

www.jeddelohsnyder.com

• Family Law
• Real Estate
• Business Planning
• Business Litigation
• Wills & Trusts
• Estate Planning
• Guardianships

101 Jefferson Blvd.
Big Lake

Cleaning

763-568-5558

DEBBIE’S CLEANING 
SERVICE, LLC

Buzz
Me

Homes • Offices • New Construction

“busy as a bee”

Library Hours:
Current/2021

Mon 2-8pm/2-7pm
Tue 10am-6pm/10am-5pm

Wed 2-6pm/10am-5pm
Thur 2-8pm/2-7pm

Fri 2-5pm/2-5pm
Sat 10am-1pm/10am-1pm

Becker
Public Library

Library Hours:
Current/2021

Mon 1-7pm/1-6pm
Tue 10am-1pm/10am-2pm

Wed 1-7pm/1-7pm
Thur 2-6pm/2-6pm

Fri 10am-5pm/10am-5pm
Sat 10am-1pm/10am-1pm

Big Lake
Public Library

Library Hours:
Current 

Mon 1-4pm
Tue 10am-1pm/3-6pm

Wed 3-8pm
Thur 10am-1pm

Fri 3-6pm
Sat 10-1pm

Clearwater
Public Library

Try our fast & accurate tax service. We help you 
find every available deduction. Small business & 
farms welcome! Over 35 years at this location. 

CLEARWATER TAX 
& ACCOUNTING SERVICE LLC

935 Clearwater Center (next to The Kettle) • (320)558-6800
www.ClearwaterTax.net

NEW CLIENTS - Clip this ad to redeem for a 10% discount.

GIVE 

YOURSELF 

A BREAK!

Tax Preparation

935 Clearwater Professional Building
((332200))  555588--22220011

Tues: 10:30 - 6:30 • Wed., Fri.: 8:30 - 4:30
ALSO: 1500 Northway Drive, St. Cloud

Member of American
Academy of Dental

Group Practice

“A Reason to
Smile!”

Jeff Flemming, DDS
Brent Deragisch, DDS

Dental

BUSINESS & 
PROFESSIONAL 

SERVICES 
DIRECTORY

CentraCare-Monticello 
Welcomes First Baby of 

2021
Charles Thomas Henneman, 
the first baby born at the hos-
pital in 2021, on Jan. 1 at 9:32 
am. Charles was welcomed 
by his parent Phil & Mindy 
Henneman of Becker & sib-
lings Luke, Emma, Andy, 
Maggie, Addie, Jack & Max. 
Charles weighed 7 pounds, 14 
ounces & was 21 inches long.

Birth 
Announcements

CLEAR LAKE RESIDENT CELEBRATES 92ND BIRTHDAY. Ida Mae Zahler celebrated her 92nd birthday recently. She is 
pictured with daughters, Lynn (Zahler) Wicklander and Shelly Zahler. Ida and her husband Alvin (93) have made their 
home on a hobby farm near Clear Lake for the past 35 years. (Submitted photo.)
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A light and gentle 
snow started falling the 
other day while I was out in 
the woods. Quickly the tiny 
flakes started to build a uni-
form blanket covering the 
ground. It was a beautiful 
scene. It was at this point 
that I started to notice the 
individual snowflakes that 
were sticking to my dark 
green jacket. I could see 
amazing shapes and sizes, 
so I decided to try and cap-
ture the wonder and beauty 
of the snowflake in pictures.

The journey of a snow-
flake starts in the clouds but 
not with a drop of water, 
like rain, as you might first 
expect. Clouds are made up 
of water vapor which is a 
gas not a liquid. Only when 
tiny airborne particles such 
as dust or pollen comes 
in contact with the water 
vapor in the cloud does the 
process of a snowflake 
starts. 

Water vapor, 
the gaseous phase 
of a water mole-
cule (think about 
the steam that 
rises when boiling 
water) starts to coat 
a tiny particle such 
as dust or pollen and 
begins to freeze. This 
tiny crystal is called the 
“seed” for the snowflake 
that is yet to fall from the 
sky. 

The newly formed ice 
crystal “seed” is heavier 
than the surrounding air 
and begins to descend. As 
it starts to fall towards earth 
it passes through humid air 
which causes more water 
vapor to freeze to the seed. 
This freezing process is 
very systematical, and the 
water molecules found 
in the vapor arrange and 
freeze into hexagonal crys-
tal structures. As more and 
more vapor freezes to the 
seed the snowflake starts to 
take shape and grow larger 
and larger.

Snow falls only when 
the air temperatures are 
below freezing all the way 
to the ground and there is 
enough moisture in the air 
to support the growth and 

formation of the snowflake. 
Snowflakes form in clouds 
that are above 10,000 feet 
elevation. Given the aver-
age falling speed of 3.5 feet 
per second, a snowflake 
would take about 45 mins 
to an hour to fall and reach 
the ground so there is lots 

o f t ime 
for the snowflake to grow 
as it descends.

It has been estimated 
that about 1 septillion 
snowflakes fall from the 
sky during an average win-
ter. That is a lot of snow 
but not even close to the 
amount of water that falls 
during the warmer months 
of the year in the form of 
rain. 

The freezing vapor ar-
ranges itself into hexagonal 
(six sided) structures and 
gives the basic and most 
common snowflake its de-
sign or shape. The hexa-
gon shape has six arms or 
projections and an infinite 
number of projections 
off the arms. In addition 
to this basic shape there 
are many other snowflake 

shapes. The shapes of 
snowflakes are dictated by 
the air temperature and the 
amount of humidity in the 
atmosphere. Less humid-
ity in the air tends to form 
simple shapes while high 
humidity produces more 
complex shapes. In addi-
tion, snowflakes formed 
at or just below freezing 
temperatures produce sim-
ple shapes while extremely 
cold temperatures produce 
more complex structures 
such as columns, plates and 
needles. 

Which brings me to 
the age-old statement that 
no two snowflakes are the 
same? To answer this, you 
first need to define what is 
alike or same or similar. 
Since so many snowflakes 
are similar in appearance 
this statement might be 
true if you say “same”. 

However, if you say 
“exactly the same” 
the story changes. 
Because snowflakes 
are dependent upon 
so many variables, 
it is often said that 
the conditions when 
snowflakes are pro-

duced are never the 
same, so it’s impos-

sible that two snow-
flakes can be exactly the 

same. In a laboratory ex-
actly the same snowflakes 
can be produced but since 
the atmosphere is always 
changing and moving the 
chances of two snowflakes 
being exactly the same is 
very small.

So, the next time you 
are out, and the snow starts 
to fall, take a minute to ex-
amine the marvelous jew-
els that we call snowflakes. 
Until next time…

Stan Tekiela is an au-
thor / naturalist and wildlife 
photographer who travels 
the U.S. to study and cap-
ture images of wildlife. He 
can be followed on www.
facebook.com and twitter.
com. He can be contacted 
via his web page atwww.
naturesmart.com. 

Nature Smart

By Stan Tekiela, 
Naturalist

A Life Changer
“Every day is a gift. 

Embrace life and shine 
on. Share the joy and find 
goodness and love in all 
things,” said Eric Johnson 
(EJ). He was a friend, a 
brother, an uncle, a son and 
so much more.

I met EJ back in 1985. 
He was a friend of Scott’s 
from high school. I liked 
him right away. He was 
personable and loves to 
laugh, but there was more. 
I noticed there was some-
thing special about him. 
He had a positive energy. 
You couldn’t help but feel 
uplifted being around him.  
He was like a magnet and 
could draw people to him. 
A presence bigger than life 
or so it seemed.

EJ grew up in Monti-
cello. He excelled in sports 
and music and the one-act 
plays at school. He was 
well-rounded in every as-
pect.

He was a natural ath-
lete. He played football, 
basketball and ran track. 
In his humble manner, he 
told me of his state re-
cords set in track.  

EJ was a mem-
ber of the high 
school band and 
choir. He continued 
his love of music 
into his most recent 
years at church and 
the Wright County 
Chamber Choir. 

I don’t know 
much about his time in 
one-act plays.  I can only 
imagine he was good, just 
like anything he set out 
to do. These accolades 
made him a legacy in high 
school, although his genu-
ine kindness towards ev-
eryone stood out the most.

We had fun over the 
years. Each time we saw 
EJ, he was the same cheer-
ful person he had always 
been. He greeted us with a 
smile and a hug. It was as 
though no time had passed 
and we picked up where we 
left off. 

EJ was an exceptional 
sales and businessman. He 
traveled all over the world 
and was successful. Like 

everyone, he had his share 
of trials and tribulations. 
He chose to take the good 
out of the tough times. He 
gained wisdom and insight. 
He rose above and contin-
ued to smile – that’s EJ.

We lost track of each 
other for a while but got 
back in touch a few years 
ago. I called him and we 
picked right up where we 
left off. Time passed but 
not the friendship. We 
talked about life, family, 

Scott and our passions. 
It was nice reminisc-

ing about old times. EJ 
talked about getting to 
know Scott in high school 
and at church. EJ was an 
athlete and involved in the 
extracurricular activities 
in school. Scott was more 
of a rebel. EJ didn’t care. 
He liked people for who 
they were. EJ said, “I liked 
Scott because he was a nice 
guy and fun to talk to.” He 
didn’t believe in labels. He 
decided for himself and 
chose to see the good.  

We talked poetry, 

music, sports, etc. Music 
was his passion. He said, 
“I was thinking how much 
music moves me. Not the 
finished product, but the 
journey along the way. If I 
had to live my life over, I 
would listen to music and 
read poetry every day.” 
He played the piano beau-
tifully and offered to help 
me learn again, if I went 
and played tennis with 
him. I waited too long for 
the lesson but we did play 
tennis. 

Helping others was 
his second nature. EJ was 
living in Buffalo and was 
looking after his mom and 
dad. He was happy and it 
showed.

“I was at a restaurant 
and there was a young 
mom with two kids in front 
of me. Her card rejected. I 
got it,” EJ said.  I know he 
helped someone go to col-
lege and someone go on a 
trip. 

Whenever he had the 
chance to lighten some-
one’s burden, he did. His 

heart led the way. It was 
his gift. He inspired 
me. 

I think back to 
last August when I 
stopped to visit. We 
talked and laughed. 
He gave me a hug 
and said, “I love 

you Shellbell, say 
“Hi” to Scottie for 

me.” 
We were heartbro-

ken to hear of his pass-
ing a few weeks ago. Life 
changes quickly. 

A few quotes from 
Eric Johnson. “If you get 
an opportunity every day, 
make someone’s day. Life 
is to be lived and embraced. 
Share the joy, more people 
should try. Follow your 
passion. Have a super day 
because you can. You don’t 
have to forget, but you can 
forgive. Dreams come true. 
Shining on one person can 
make a difference. You 
never know what might 
shine back some day.”

 Thank you my friend.

By Shelley Berthiaume, 
Contributing Writer

Letters To Editor
TO THE EDITOR:

Like many of you, I’m 
shocked to the core by the 
attack on our capitol by do-
mestic terrorists, who were 
abetted by the continued 
lies from our elected offi-
cials about election fraud.  
Even though there is abso-
lutely no evidence that Joe 
Biden and Kamala Harris 
were elected in anything 
BUT a free and fair elec-
tion, our representatives 
are so frightened of losing 
Trump voters they continue 
to lie to them.  I think we 
all know those voters will 
not listen to the truth, so I’d 
like to address something 
else.

Historically, when 
Democrats win, GOP state 
legislatures pass stricter 

voting laws, aka trying to 
suppress the vote, espe-
cially the votes of poor 
people and people of color.  
After we get the pandemic 
under control, I’m calling 
on Democrats and Republi-
cans in our state legislature 
to take up election laws 
and procedures IMMEDI-
ATELY, so that those of us 
who are fighting to hang 
on to our Representative 
Democracy know what we 
need to do to make sure that 
all eligible Minnesotans are 
able to exercise their CON-
STITUTIONAL right to 
vote in the next election.

 “A Republic, madam, 
if you can keep it.” ~ Ben-
jamin Franklin
Nancy Lorentz
Clear Lake, MN

TO THE EDITOR:
Following recent 

events in regard to the cen-
soring of President Donald 
Trump, any further actions 
regarding allowing Goo-
gle to build a server farm 
in Becker need to be sus-
pended.

As you’ve heard, Twit-
ter has banned President 
Trump (and thousands of 
other American voices) 
from their platform.  Parler, 
an alternative to Twitter has 
been shut down because 
Amazon kicked Parler off 
their servers.  Even when 
Parler finds a new host, it 
will be difficult for new 
users to join as both Apple 
and Google have removed 
the Parler App from their 

stores.  
Google is owned by 

Alphabet, which also owns 
YouTube has just sus-
pended President Trump’s 
accounts. 

Why would you want 
to support this un-patriotic, 
anti-free speech company?  
Yes, Becker wants to find 
someone to make up their 
tax base loss as a result of 
Sherco closing but bringing 
in Google would be like 
paying protection money 
to the mob.  If Becker/
Sherburne County wants a 
server farm built, I’m sure 
there are other companies 
that would consider build-
ing here.  It might take a lit-
tle longer to realize but that 
is better than supporting a 
company that is intent on 
removing your right to free 
speech while standing with 
their boot on your throat.
Bret R. Collier
Big Lake, MN

TO THE EDITOR:
I was recently made 

aware that Wednesday the 
6th was Epiphany: the day 
that Christians around the 
world celebrate Jesus’ bap-
tism by John. This year, 
Jesus’ name was flown on 
a flag over the heads of 
“patriots” as they stormed 
Capitol Hill. On the same 
day, there was Jesus, doing 
the unthinkable in Jewish 
society by yielding his au-
thority to John. And then 
there was Christian, rep-
resenting his Christ as he 
leaned back and propped 
his feet on a desk, spitting 
on those he believes to be 
persecuting him. And for 
some reason, for many 
across this nation, these two 
examples of Christ are not 
in conflict with one another. 
“Didn’t Jesus turn tables?”. 
For desecrating the Temple, 
yes. But unless we believe 
that the Capitol is our Tem-
ple, then Christian did not 
follow Christ as he smashed 
the windows, demanding 
for his rights. 

What happened on 

Wednesday is not an anom-
aly. It is the cumulation of 
years of White Christians 
believing that this nation is 
“One Nation Under God” 
and because someone ages 
ago said it, we believe it 
and that settles it. Because 
countless veterans from our 
States have sacrificed their 
lives in the name of free-
dom, justice and equality, 
we believe that we have 
been divinely endowed as a 
nation to be great. We have 
been indoctrinated into 
thinking that we are the sole 
possessors of truth and righ-
teousness and turn away 
from those we have been 
called to love. Wednesday 
the 6th. A day of epiph-
any, indeed. The day God 
asked many White Chris-
tians in America “whom 
do you serve?” and the day 
Christian responded with a 
loud voice and unwavering 
pride, “AMERICA”.

And so, because many 
of their American brothers 
and sisters have forgotten 
who they serve, Christians 
around the world weep. 
God is Love. God is not 
America.
Brody Hed
Becker, MN

TO THE EDITOR:
Guilty by false accusa-

tion.  
President Trump has 

been proclaimed guilty of 
sedition and treason, losing 
all rights of free speech and 
publication.  By associa-
tion, his staff lost all rights 
to further employment and 
74 million American Patri-
ots have lost their voice in 
the public forum.  

There is no excuse for 
breaking into a government 
building and destroying 
public property. Videos in-
dicate that a few right and/
or left extremists entered.

President Trump and 
his conservative supporters 
are pro police and pro law 
and order.  The majority of 
protestors in DC on January 
6 went home without riot-

ing.  Contrast that with the 
months-long rioting in Min-
neapolis, et al.  The Demo-
crats (including VP-elect 
Harris) encouraged Antifa 
and BLM to destroy public 
and private businesses and 
to defund the police. 

Americans have been 
unhappy with our DC Gov-
ernment for many years.  
We send promise-making 
politicians to DC only to 
have them break promises.  
Donald Trump proved to 
be a promise-keeper. That 
is why 74 million Ameri-
cans reelected him. Unfor-
tunately, he was unable to 
Drain the Swamp.  Hate-
filled, DC Politicians have 
maliciously attempted to 
wash him out for the past 
four years with lies and 
unfounded accusations, in-
cluding the current accusa-
tion of sedition and treason.  
That is why we are angry.  

Donald Trump has not 
made us angry.  His and our 
only goal is to Make Amer-
ica Great Again.  How bad 
can that be?
Marlene Schultz 
Big Lake, MN 
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Robert died Wednesday, 
January 6, 2021 at the Annan-
dale Care Center.

A private me-
morial service 
will be held 
at  Ding-
mann Fu-
neral Care 
Chapel in 
Annandale. 
B u r i a l 
will take 
place in the 
spring at Se-
lijord Lutheran 
Cemetery, Clear-
brook. The memo-
rial service will be live 
streamed on the funeral home 
website.

Robert Allen Lindom 
was born September 2, 1946 
in Bagley to Roy and Esther 
(Fuglestad) Lindom. He grew 
up in Clearbrook. On Octo-
ber 31, 1969, he was united 
in marriage to Violet “Nickie” 
Hooker in Watertown, SD. 
Bob worked as a forklift me-
chanic. He loved to restore old 
cars and hotrods. He enjoyed 
car shows, especially the 
“Back to the ‘50s” car show, 

held annually at the Minnesota 
State Fair Grounds. He loved 

to be with his pets and 
to spend time with 

family.
Bob is 

survived by 
his two chil-
dren, Jayd 
( B e c k y ) 
Lindom of 
Monticello 
and Heidi 

( E d w a r d ) 
Vinkemeier 

of Fairhaven; 
sister, Marilyn 

(Terry) Blom of 
Sioux City, IA; sister-

in-law, JoAnn Lindom of 
Dayton; and many nieces, 
nephews, great-nieces and 
great-nephews. He was pre-
ceded in death by his parents 
Roy and Esther; wife, Nickie; 
and brother, Clayton.

Arrangements are en-
trusted with Dingmann Fu-
neral Care Burial & Cremation 
Services of Annandale.

Obituary, Tribute Wall, 
Video Tribute and Funeral 
Webcast online at www.ding-
mannfuneral.com

ROBERT A. LINDOM, AGE 74,
CLEARWATER, MN

SEPTEMBER 2, 1946 – JANUARY 6, 2021

Sylvia Alma Valley, age 
81, St. Cloud, MN, died un-
expectedly at the St. 
Cloud Hospital 
on Tuesday, 
January 5, 
2020. 

M a s s 
of Chris-
tian Burial 
was held 
T u e s d a y , 
J a n u a r y 
12, 2021 at 
St. Augus-
tine Catho-
lic Church, St. 
Cloud, MN. Visita-
tion was Monday, January 
11, 2021 at Benson Funeral 
Home, St. Cloud, MN and one 
hour prior to the service at the 
church on Tuesday. Masks are 
required and social distancing 
guidelines will be observed. 
Burial will be in Calvary Cem-
etery, St. Cloud, MN. A me-
morial will be held at a future 
date a at the Clearwater Amer-
ican Legion, Clearwater, MN.

Sylvia was born August 8, 
1939 in Rochester, MN, first 
daughter of  Erwin and Mil-
dred E. (Reich) Meyer. After 
graduating from high school 
in Rochester, Sylvia attended 
Kahler School of Nursing and 
graduated with an RN degree 
in August 1960. She then 
worked at hospitals in Roch-
ester until her marriage to 

Rudolph “Rudy” F. Valley on 
April 20, 1963 at St. Augustine 

Catholic Church in St. 
Cloud. After her 

marriage, Syl-
via worked at 
the St. Cloud 
H o s p i t a l 
and St . 
Benedict’s 
Care Cen-
ter for over 
35 years. 

She was a 
member of 

St. Augustine 
Catholic Church 

and Clearwater 
American Legion Post 

Auxiliary where she served as 
secretary. Sylvia also worked 
as an Avon representative for 
many years. She enjoyed cro-
cheting, reading, puzzles and 
visiting the casino with Rudy.

Survivors include her 
husband Rudy Valley of St. 
Cloud, MN; sisters, Paula 
(Tyrone) Sash of Cedar Falls, 
IA; and Kay (Robert) Franks 
of Chatfield, MN; sisters-in-
law, brothers-in-law and many 
nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in death 
by her parents, Erwin and Mil-
dred Meyer; mother-in-law 
and father-in-law, Lawrence 
and Cyrilla Valley; and neph-
ews, Larry Sash, Tim Hartman 
and Jason Hartman.

SYLVIA A. VALLEY, AGE 81
ST. CLOUD, MN

AUGUST 8, 1939 – JANUARY 5, 2021

Albert passed away on De-
cember 30, 2020 at Monticello 
Care Center in Monti-
cello, MN. 

Albert was 
born on May 
26, 1933 in 
L a m p s o n , 
Wisconsin 
to parents 
H o m e r 
“ J a c k ” 
and Grace 
(Mullenix) 
Shonyo. Al-
bert married 
Jean (Davis) on 
February 26, 1955. 
He served in the Army for 
2 years in Washington State. 
They moved back to Minne-
sota where he began working 
in road construction and ended 
his career working for Pro-
gressive Contractors Inc. (PCI 
Roads). In his retirement years 
he enjoyed farming, going out 
to breakfast, playing cards and 
was an avid reader. He had a 
great sense of humor and al-
ways made us laugh. He will 
be greatly missed.

He was preceded in death 

by his parents, Jack & Grace; 
sisters, June Galatz and Mary 

Mitchell; brothers, 
Harold, Donald 

and Russell 
Shonyo. Al-
bert is sur-
vived by 
his wife, 
Jean; his 
c h i l d r e n 
Gary (Mar-
ianne) Sho-

nyo, Terry 
( L y n n e ) 

Shonyo, Susan 
(Kevin) Stein; 

g r a n d c h i l d r e n ; 
Heather, Nathan, Jacob, 

Elizabeth, Mary Ann, Melanie, 
Andrea and 14 great-grand-
children; sisters, Carolyn 
(Larry) Matykiewicz, Mar-
ion Bergstrom, and Margaret 
Levenhagen; many nieces, 
nephews, other relatives and 
friends.  A memorial service 
will be held in the spring. 

Arr. Peterson-Grimsmo 
Chapel.com 763-295-2918 
www.petersongrimsmochapel.
com

ALBERT ORA SHONYO, AGE 87,
BIG LAKE, MN

MAY 26, 1933 – DECEMBER 30, 2020

Jim passed away on Jan-
uary 9, 2021 at 67 years 
old.

He is pre-
ceded in death 
by his wife 
Nona, par-
ents Russ 
and Fern, 
sister Gail 
and Shi-
loh (the 
cat). He is 
survived by 
his children 
Kenny and April 
(Tony), grandson’s 
Spencer, Austin and 
Collin, and siblings Joyce, 
Bonita (Frank), Bill (Brenda), 
Kay (Leo) and Charlene 
(Tom).

Jim retired from Big Lake 
Fire Department after 25 years 
of proud service. He enjoyed 
his family, leagues of friends, 

hunting and being at the cabin.
Memoria l  ser -
vice with a walk 

through reviewal 
a t  P e t e r -

son-Grimsmo 
in Mon-
t i c e l l o , 
M o n d a y , 
January 18, 
2021 from 
3-7 pm.

In lieu 
of flowers 

donations to 
P a r k i n s o n ’ s 

Foundation and or 
Big Lake Fire Depart-

ment.
Private interment at River-

side Cemetery at a later date.

JAMES RUSSELL “JIM” HOWE, AGE 67
BIG LAKE, MN

Larry passed away Friday, 
January 8, 2021, due to con-
gestive heart failure 
and complications 
with pneumo-
nia. He had 
his loving 
wife, Rox-
anne, of 42 
years and 
his sons 
J e r e m y 
P o s s e h l 
and Jona-
than Mussehl 
by his side at 
North Memorial 
Hospital. 

Larry was born on 
July 24, 1945 in Elk River, 
MN. He grew up on the fam-
ily farm where he acquired 
his hard work ethic and his 
passion for farming. Larry en-
joyed spending time with his 
grandchildren, doing chores 
around his hobby farm, driving 
Roxanne crazy, and BS’ing 
with anyone or any of his ani-
mals that would listen. Larry’s 
hard work ethic brought him 
from the farm to numerous 
jobs in the Big Lake area, such 

as trimming Christmas trees 
at Tallakson’s, working for 

Ewing’s potato farms, 
and finally retir-

ing from Sunny 
Fresh/Cargill, 
after work-
ing there 
for over 
30 years. 
He spent 
his  last 
s u m m e r 

working for 
Ewing’s to 

come full cir-
cle. 
He was preceded 

in death by his mother 
Emily, father Ray, and sib-
lings. He is survived by his 
wife Roxanne Possehl, son 
Jeremy Possehl (Nicole, Lilly, 
Ian), son Jonathan Mussehl 
(Heidi, Trajan) and numerous 
relatives and friends. A cele-
bration of life will be held in 
the spring in hopes we can 
all get together and celebrate 
Larry’s life by having one last 
party at Crazy’s!

LARRY JAMES POSSEHL, AGE 75
BIG LAKE, MN

JULY 24, 1945 – JANUARY 8, 2021

Lawlessness And 
Disorder At Capitol

T h i s 
past week, 
I was on 
the House 
Floor in the 
U.S. Cap-
itol when 
the build-
ing was 
b reached . 
What we 
saw goes 
completely 
contrary to 
the rule of 
law, and 
was a dis-
graceful criminal act that 
disrupted the democratic 
process that Congress was 
engaging in.

My wife Jacquie and 
I continue to pray for the 
dozens of Capitol Police 
officers still struggling with 
injuries and trauma. We are 
also praying for the family 
and loved ones of Officer 
Brian D. Sicknick, and Of-
ficer Howie Liebengood 
who lost their lives during 
and after the assault on the 
Capitol.  

Our nation is founded 
on law and order, and any-
one engaged in attacking 
our democratic institutions 
should be punished to the 
fullest extent of the law. I 
understand the frustrations 
of many Americans who 
came to their nation’s cap-
ital to peacefully protest 
and express their concerns 
about voting fraud and 
irregularities. However, 
those who resort to vio-
lence, especially against the 
police, are criminals. 

As we move forward, 
each of us should find a 
new way to instill peace 
and respect in our nation. 
Whether it be shoveling 
your neighbor’s driveway 
or engaging in a civil dis-
cussion with someone who 
disagrees with you, we 
have the power to be kind 
to one another and show 
the world what this nation’s 
values are.

I will be doing my part 
as well. I will attend the in-
auguration to witness this 
peaceful transfer of power 
that exemplifies that our 
nation is truly run by the 
people. Additionally, on 
Wednesday I voted to 
certify the election, in ac-
cordance with my constitu-
tional responsibility. 

Agriculture 
Community

W h e n 
I came to 
Congress, 
the Farm 
and Ranch 
Stress As-
s i s t a n c e 
N e t w o r k 
(FRSAN), 
which as-
sists farm-
ers with 
stress man-
a g e m e n t 
was left 
unfunded. I 
introduced 

the STRESS Act in 2018, 
which renewed FRSAN 
and brought additional 
mental health resources to 
farmers and Americans in 
rural areas. 

The STRESS Act lan-
guage was included in the 
2018 Farm Bill, and the 
program was reauthorized. 
Since then, I have ensured 
the program receives con-
sistent funding to carry out 
its mission. 

This past year, mental 
health care for farmers was 
more important than ever. 
Due to the stress of the 
COVID-19 outbreak, our 
farmers have faced unprec-
edented challenges. Farm-
ers were forced to euthanize 
animals, dump milk, and 
watch as commodity prices 
declined. This took a devas-
tating economic and mental 
toll. 

During this trying time, 
it is critical we bring more 
resources to support those 
who feed our entire coun-
try. 

The first week of the 
117th Congress, I intro-
duced the STRESS Under 
COVID-19 Act which 
provides instructions to 
the Dept. of Agriculture to 
expedite awards for these 
mental health services. It 
also provides an additional 
$10 million for this fiscal 
year to provide more re-
sources to the agriculture 
community.

Keep Minnesotans 
Moving
This past year, I helped 

secure $15 Million for 
Hwy. 10 and $40 million 
for Hwy. 10/169. Minne-
sotans know transportation 
infrastructure improve-
ments are needed because 
we all drive over potholes 
and take roads that need 
more lanes, like highways 
10, 35, and 94. 

By Congressman 
Tom Emmer
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Bernice passed away 
peacefully in her home on 
January 9, 2021, sur-
rounded by her 
loving family. 
Bernice was 
born in Elk 
River on 
December 
1, 1932 to 
John and 
Anna Dan-
ner. She 
lived in Elk 
River grow-
ing up, during 
this time she met 
the future love of 
her life, Waldon Ander-
son. Bernice graduated from 
Elk River High School in the 
Spring of 1950, during this 
time her and Waldon contin-
ued to date and were united in 
marriage on April 18 1953. At 
this time, she moved to Becker 
where she and Waldon estab-
lished their own family farm. 
Bernice farmed side-by-side 
with her husband and her chil-
dren her entire life. In addition 
to farming, Bernice was em-
ployed by Farmdale Egg’s for 
15 years. 

Bernice loved and cher-
ished her family, she was 
their biggest fan. Her chil-
dren, grandchildren and great 
grandchildren were always the 
topic of every conversation. 
She loved to talk about their 
achievements, sporting events 
and the list goes on. Bernice 
made a family tradition of 
baking her famous cakes for 
every birthday, confirmation, 
graduation and wedding. They 
were the best! Bernice always 
had a wonderful home cooked 
meal to share with her fam-
ily whether on the table, or 
brought out to the field. She 
always had a way of keeping 
her family together. She had 
a sweet smile and contagious 
laugh. Bernice loved the fam-
ily deer hunting tradition. If 

you were lucky to get a deer, 
you were rewarded with a big 

kiss on the cheek. It 
was a secret and 

her favorite 
family’s tra-
dition. 

B e r -
nice was a 
strong avid 
follower of 
her faith. 
Her entire 

l i fe ,  she 
took comfort 

in the promise 
of eternal life, 

to which she clung 
steadfastly until the end. 

Bernice spent many hours 
volunteering her time at Faith 
Lutheran Church. In addition 
to her service to the church 
she was a long-time member 
of the Becker American Le-
gion Women’s Auxiliary. She 
spent many hours helping the 
Becker Elementary School 
where she did eye exams and 
hearing checks for 40 years. 

Bernice is survived by 
her three sons and daugh-
ters-in-law, Robert (Marcia), 
Franklin (Brenda) and Aaron 
(Michelle) all of Becker, MN 
and one daughter and son-
in-law Maxine (Christopher) 
Dwyer, of Hallsville, Mis-
souri. She was blessed with 10 
grandchildren 11 great grand-
children, and one on the way. 
She was preceded in death by 
her husband Waldon, parents 
John and Anna, brother Eddie, 
and sisters Emma Evelyn, 
Mable, and Pearl.

Funeral services will be 
held Saturday January 16, 
2021, 1 :30 PM at Faith Lu-
theran Church in Becker, Mn. 
Live streaming is available 
on the Faith Lutheran Church 
Facebook Page in Becker, 
MN. 

Arrangements were made 
by Peterson-Grimsmo Funeral 
Home, Monticello Minnesota.

BERNICE F. ANDERSON, AGE 88
BECKER, MN

DECEMBER 1, 1932 – JANUARY 9, 2021

Funeral service will be 
2:00 p.m. Saturday, January 
16, 2021 at Becker 
Baptist Church in 
Becker for Ar-
della E. Seib-
ert, age 97, 
of Becker 
who died 
W e d n e s -
day  a t 
Shepherd 
of Grace 
Community 
in Becker. 
Rev. Nate Bu-
cher will officiate 
and burial will be in 
Becker Cemetery. Visita-
tion will be one hour prior to 
the service on Saturday at the 
church in Becker. Arrange-
ments have been entrusted to 
Williams Dingmann Family 
Funeral Home of Becker.

Ardella was born July 22, 
1923 in Almont, ND to Fred 
& Martha (Krueger) Reetz. 
She was a medical missionary 
in Pakistan for five years. She 
married Robert P. Seibert on 
April 7, 1958 at Trinity Lu-
theran Church in Minneapolis. 
In 1964 the couple moved to 
St. Cloud where she worked as 
an RN at the St. Cloud Hospital 
for 18 years and then served as 
a volunteer at the hospital. Ar-
della was a member of Becker 
Baptist Church where she was 
involved in Women’s Bible 
Study. She enjoyed clothes, 
shopping, cooking and finding 
bargains. Ardella had a great 
sense of humor, was compas-
sionate, loved her Lord and 
continued her mission work in 

her daily contacts! 
Survivors include her chil-

dren, Carol Seibert of 
Becker, Margaret 

(Ken) Zulkosky 
of Oneonta, 
NY, Mark 
(Betty) of 
Monticello; 
i n - l a w s , 
M a r i l e e 
Reetz of 
Sun City, 

AZ and 
George Knox 

of Apopka, 
FL; grandchil-

dren, Holli (Geoff), 
Amanda (Andy), Sa-

mantha (Phil), Josiah, Abby 
(Tyler), Michael, Jennelle 
(James), Thomas (Anna) and 
Steven; and great grandchil-
dren, Zebulan, Brynn, Elsie, 
Kendrick, Alexander, Aren, 
Arianna, Phoebe, Hezekiah, 
Sydney, Noelle, Adalynn, 
Otto, Lanie and Django. She 
was preceded in death by her 
parents; husband, Robert on 
May 22, 2009; brothers, Mar-
vin and Delbert Reetz; sisters, 
Elda Brinkman, Betty Knox 
and Laura Ericksen.

The family would like to 
thank all the staff at Shepherd 
of Grace and the Women’s 
Ministry Group at Becker 
Baptist Church for their loving 
care and friendship.

Memorials are preferred 
to Becker Baptist Church Mis-
sions.

Obituary and guest book 
available online at: www.wil-
liamsdingmann.com

ARDELLA E. SEIBERT, 97
BECKER, MN

JULY 22, 1923 – JANUARY 13, 2021
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NOTICE OF ASSESSMENT 
LIEN FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERIFI-
CATION OF THE DEBT AND 
IDENTITY OF THE ORIGINAL 
CREDITOR WITHIN THE TIME 
PROVIDED BY LAW IS NOT 
AFFECTED BY THIS ACTION

THIS COMMUNICATION 
IS FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR.  
THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO COL-
LECT A DEBT AND ANY IN-
FORMATION OBTAINED WILL 
BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE 

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that default has been 
made in the terms and conditions 
of the Declaration of Whispering 
Ridge Homeowners Association 
of Zimmerman, Inc., (hereinafter 
the “Declaration”) recorded in the 
office of the County Recorder of 
Sherburne County, Minnesota on 
September 24, 2004, as Document 
No. 564516, which covers the fol-
lowing property:

Legal Description: Lot 10, 
Block 3, Whispering Ridge
Property Address: Unas-
signed
PID: 30-533-0350
THAT pursuant to said Decla-

ration, there is claimed to be due 
and owing as of December 1, 2020, 
from All Construction Services 
Inc., title holder, to Whispering 
Ridge Homeowners Association 
of Zimmerman, Inc., a Minnesota 
non-profit corporation, the amount 
of $2,275, plus additional assess-
ments and other amounts that may 
have accrued since the date of this 
notice, including the costs of col-
lection and foreclosure;

THAT prior to the commence-
ment of this foreclosure proceed-
ing, Lienor complied with all 
notice requirements as required 
by statute; that no action or pro-
ceeding has been instituted at law 
or otherwise to recover the debt 
secured by said lien, or any part 
thereof; 

THAT the owner has not been 
released from its financial obliga-
tion to pay said amount;

THAT pursuant to the Dec-
laration, said debt creates a lien 
upon said premises in favor of 
Whispering Ridge Homeowners 
Association of Zimmerman, Inc., 
as evidenced by a lien statement 
dated August 26, 2020, recorded 
on September 28, 2020, in the of-
fice of the Sherburne County Re-
corder as Document No. 901338;

THAT pursuant to the power 
of sale granted by the owners in 
taking title to the premises sub-
ject to said Declaration, said lien 
will be foreclosed by the sale of 
said property by the sheriff of said 
County at the Sherburne County 
Sheriff’s Office, 13880 Business 
Center Drive NW, in the City of 
Elk River, County Sherburne, 
State of Minnesota, on February 2, 
2021, at 10 a.m., at public auction 
to the highest bidder, for cash, to 
pay the amount then due.  The time 
allowed by law for redemption by 
the unit owners, their personal rep-
resentatives or assigns is six (6) 
months from the date of said sale.

DATE TO VACATE PROP-
ERTY: The date on or before 
which the owner must vacate 
the property if the account is not 
brought current or the property re-
deemed under Minn. Stat. § 580.23 
is August 2, 2021. If the foregoing 
date is a Saturday, Sunday or legal 
holiday, then the date to vacate is 
the next business day at 11:59 p.m.

REDEMPTION NOTICE
THE TIME ALLOWED BY 

LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY 
THE OWNER, THE OWNER’S 
PERSONAL REPRESENTA-
TIVE OR ASSIGNS, MAY BE 
REDUCED TO FIVE WEEKS 
IF A JUDICIAL ORDER IS EN-
TERED UNDER MINNESOTA 
STATUTES, SECTION 582.032, 
DETERMINING, AMONG 
OTHER THINGS, THAT THE 
PREMISES ARE IMPROVED 
WITH A RESIDENTIAL 
DWELLING OF LESS THAN 
FIVE UNITS, ARE NOT PROP-
ERTY USED IN AGRICUL-
TURAL PRODUCTION, AND 
ARE ABANDONED.
WHISPERING RIDGE HOME-
OWNERS ASSOCIATION OF 
ZIMMERMAN, INC., Lienor
Dated: December 1, 2020  
By /s/ Thomas P. Carlson
Thomas P. Carlson (024871X)
Carlson & Associates, Ltd.
1052 Centerville Circle
Vadnais Heights, MN 55127
(651) 287-8640
ATTORNEY FOR WHISPERING 
RIDGE HOMEOWNERS ASSO-
CIATION OF ZIMMERMAN, 
INC.
(Published in the Patriot: 
12/19/20; 12/26/20; 01/02/21; 
01/09/21; 01/16/21; 01/23/21.)
___________________________

NOTICE OF ASSESSMENT 
LIEN FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERIFI-
CATION OF THE DEBT AND 
IDENTITY OF THE ORIGINAL 
CREDITOR WITHIN THE TIME 
PROVIDED BY LAW IS NOT 
AFFECTED BY THIS ACTION

THIS COMMUNICATION 
IS FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR.  
THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO COL-
LECT A DEBT AND ANY IN-
FORMATION OBTAINED WILL 
BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE 

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that default has been 
made in the terms and conditions 
of the Declaration of Whispering 
Ridge Homeowners Association 
of Zimmerman, Inc., (hereinafter 
the “Declaration”) recorded in the 
office of the County Recorder of 
Sherburne County, Minnesota on 
September 24, 2004, as Document 
No. 564516, which covers the fol-
lowing property:

Legal Description: Lot 7, 
Block 3, Whispering Ridge
Property Address: Unas-
signed
PID: 30-533-0335

THAT pursuant to said Decla-
ration, there is claimed to be due 
and owing as of December 1, 2020, 
from All Construction Services 
Inc., title holder, to Whispering 
Ridge Homeowners Association 
of Zimmerman, Inc., a Minnesota 
non-profit corporation, the amount 
of $2,275, plus additional assess-
ments and other amounts that may 
have accrued since the date of this 
notice, including the costs of col-
lection and foreclosure;

THAT prior to the commence-
ment of this foreclosure proceed-
ing, Lienor complied with all 
notice requirements as required 
by statute; that no action or pro-
ceeding has been instituted at law 
or otherwise to recover the debt 
secured by said lien, or any part 
thereof; 

THAT the owner has not been 
released from its financial obliga-
tion to pay said amount;

THAT pursuant to the Dec-
laration, said debt creates a lien 
upon said premises in favor of 
Whispering Ridge Homeowners 
Association of Zimmerman, Inc., 
as evidenced by a lien statement 
dated August 26, 2020, recorded 
on September 28, 2020, in the of-
fice of the Sherburne County Re-
corder as Document No. 901344;

THAT pursuant to the power 
of sale granted by the owners in 
taking title to the premises sub-
ject to said Declaration, said lien 
will be foreclosed by the sale of 
said property by the sheriff of said 
County at the Sherburne County 
Sheriff’s Office, 13880 Business 
Center Drive NW, in the City of 
Elk River, County Sherburne, 
State of Minnesota, on February 2, 
2021, at 10 a.m., at public auction 
to the highest bidder, for cash, to 
pay the amount then due.  The time 
allowed by law for redemption by 
the unit owners, their personal rep-
resentatives or assigns is six (6) 
months from the date of said sale.

DATE TO VACATE PROP-
ERTY: The date on or before 
which the owner must vacate 
the property if the account is not 
brought current or the property re-
deemed under Minn. Stat. § 580.23 
is August 2, 2021. If the foregoing 
date is a Saturday, Sunday or legal 
holiday, then the date to vacate is 
the next business day at 11:59 p.m.

REDEMPTION NOTICE
THE TIME ALLOWED BY 

LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY 
THE OWNER, THE OWNER’S 
PERSONAL REPRESENTA-
TIVE OR ASSIGNS, MAY BE 
REDUCED TO FIVE WEEKS 
IF A JUDICIAL ORDER IS EN-
TERED UNDER MINNESOTA 
STATUTES, SECTION 582.032, 
DETERMINING, AMONG 
OTHER THINGS, THAT THE 
PREMISES ARE IMPROVED 
WITH A RESIDENTIAL 
DWELLING OF LESS THAN 
FIVE UNITS, ARE NOT PROP-
ERTY USED IN AGRICUL-
TURAL PRODUCTION, AND 
ARE ABANDONED.
WHISPERING RIDGE HOME-
OWNERS ASSOCIATION OF 
ZIMMERMAN, INC., Lienor
Dated: December 1, 2020  
By /s/ Thomas P. Carlson
Thomas P. Carlson (024871X)
Carlson & Associates, Ltd.
1052 Centerville Circle
Vadnais Heights, MN 55127
(651) 287-8640
ATTORNEY FOR WHISPERING 
RIDGE HOMEOWNERS ASSO-
CIATION OF ZIMMERMAN, 
INC.
(Published in the Patriot: 
12/19/20; 12/26/20; 01/02/21; 
01/09/21; 01/16/21; 01/23/21.)
___________________________

NOTICE OF ASSESSMENT 
LIEN FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERIFI-
CATION OF THE DEBT AND 
IDENTITY OF THE ORIGINAL 
CREDITOR WITHIN THE TIME 
PROVIDED BY LAW IS NOT 
AFFECTED BY THIS ACTION

THIS COMMUNICATION 
IS FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR.  
THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO COL-
LECT A DEBT AND ANY IN-
FORMATION OBTAINED WILL 
BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE 

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that default has been 
made in the terms and conditions 
of the Declaration of Whispering 
Ridge Homeowners Association 
of Zimmerman, Inc., (hereinafter 
the “Declaration”) recorded in the 
office of the County Recorder of 
Sherburne County, Minnesota on 
September 24, 2004, as Document 
No. 564516, which covers the fol-
lowing property:

Legal Description: Lot 8, 
Block 7, Whispering Ridge
Property Address: Unas-
signed
PID: 30-533-0740
THAT pursuant to said Decla-

ration, there is claimed to be due 
and owing as of December 1, 2020, 
from All Construction Services 
Inc., title holder, to Whispering 
Ridge Homeowners Association 
of Zimmerman, Inc., a Minnesota 
non-profit corporation, the amount 
of $2,275, plus additional assess-
ments and other amounts that may 
have accrued since the date of this 
notice, including the costs of col-
lection and foreclosure;

THAT prior to the commence-
ment of this foreclosure proceed-
ing, Lienor complied with all 
notice requirements as required 
by statute; that no action or pro-
ceeding has been instituted at law 
or otherwise to recover the debt 
secured by said lien, or any part 
thereof; 

THAT the owner has not been 
released from its financial obliga-
tion to pay said amount;

THAT pursuant to the Dec-
laration, said debt creates a lien 
upon said premises in favor of 
Whispering Ridge Homeowners 
Association of Zimmerman, Inc., 
as evidenced by a lien statement 

dated August 26, 2020, recorded 
on September 28, 2020, in the of-
fice of the Sherburne County Re-
corder as Document No. 901341;

THAT pursuant to the power 
of sale granted by the owners in 
taking title to the premises sub-
ject to said Declaration, said lien 
will be foreclosed by the sale of 
said property by the sheriff of said 
County at the Sherburne County 
Sheriff’s Office, 13880 Business 
Center Drive NW, in the City of 
Elk River, County Sherburne, 
State of Minnesota, on February 2, 
2021, at 10 a.m., at public auction 
to the highest bidder, for cash, to 
pay the amount then due.  The time 
allowed by law for redemption by 
the unit owners, their personal rep-
resentatives or assigns is six (6) 
months from the date of said sale.

DATE TO VACATE PROP-
ERTY: The date on or before 
which the owner must vacate 
the property if the account is not 
brought current or the property re-
deemed under Minn. Stat. § 580.23 
is August 2, 2021. If the foregoing 
date is a Saturday, Sunday or legal 
holiday, then the date to vacate is 
the next business day at 11:59 p.m.

REDEMPTION NOTICE
THE TIME ALLOWED BY 

LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY 
THE OWNER, THE OWNER’S 
PERSONAL REPRESENTA-
TIVE OR ASSIGNS, MAY BE 
REDUCED TO FIVE WEEKS 
IF A JUDICIAL ORDER IS EN-
TERED UNDER MINNESOTA 
STATUTES, SECTION 582.032, 
DETERMINING, AMONG 
OTHER THINGS, THAT THE 
PREMISES ARE IMPROVED 
WITH A RESIDENTIAL 
DWELLING OF LESS THAN 
FIVE UNITS, ARE NOT PROP-
ERTY USED IN AGRICUL-
TURAL PRODUCTION, AND 
ARE ABANDONED.
WHISPERING RIDGE HOME-
OWNERS ASSOCIATION OF 
ZIMMERMAN, INC., Lienor
Dated: December 1, 2020  
By /s/ Thomas P. Carlson
Thomas P. Carlson (024871X)
Carlson & Associates, Ltd.
1052 Centerville Circle
Vadnais Heights, MN 55127
(651) 287-8640
ATTORNEY FOR WHISPERING 
RIDGE HOMEOWNERS ASSO-
CIATION OF ZIMMERMAN, 
INC.
(Published in the Patriot: 
12/19/20; 12/26/20; 01/02/21; 
01/09/21; 01/16/21; 01/23/21.)
___________________________

STATE OF MINNESOTA
DISTRICT COURT

COUNTY OF SHERBURNE
TENTH JUDICIAL

Civil Division - Torrens
AMENDED LAND TITLE 

SUMMONS IN APPLICATION 
FOR REGISTRATION OF 

LAND
NO. 71-CV-19-1291

In the Matter of the Appli-
cation of the City of Becker, a 
municipal corporation under the 
Laws of the State of Minnesota 
to register the title to the follow-
ing described real estate situated 
in Sherburne County, Minnesota, 
namely:

That part of Block I, FRID-
LEY’S ADDITION TO 
BECKER, Lots 1 and 2, 
Block 9 and Block 10, 
FRIDLEY’S SECOND AD-
DITION TO BECKER and 
vacated Willow Street SE 
and vacated 2nd Street SE 
described as follows: Com-
mencing at the northwest 
comer of Section 31, Town-
ship 34, Range 28, Sherburne 
County, Minnesota per Doc. 
No. 111979; thence South O 
degrees 07 minutes 26 sec-
onds West, assumed bearing, 
a distance of 263l.99 feet to 
the West Quarter comer of 
said Section 31 per Doc. No. 
114147; thence North 88 de-
grees 11 minutes 13 seconds 
East along the North line of 
the Southwest Quarter of 
said Section 31, according to 
the historic center of section 
per Certificate of Location of 
Government Comer by John 
O. Oliver, signed 1/10/2003, 
on file at the Sherburne 
County Surveyor’s Office, 
a distance of 1189.82 feet to 
intersect the northwesterly 
extension of the northeast-
erly line of Lot 15, Block 
1, said FRIDLEY’S ADDI-
TION TO BECKER; thence 
South 48 degrees 06 minutes 
46 seconds East along said 
northwesterly extension, a 
distance of 7.02 feet to the 
most northerly comer of 
said Lot 15 and the point of 
beginning; thence continue 
South 48 degrees 06 min-
utes 46 seconds East along 
the northeasterly line of Lot 
15, a distance of 40.75 feet 
to the northwest comer of 
Lot 12, Block I, said FRID-
LEY’S ADDITION TO 
BECKER; thence North 
88 degrees 11 minutes 13 
seconds East, a distance 
of 510.29 feet to the north-
east comer of Lot 2, Block 
9, FRIDLEY’S SECOND 
ADDITION TO BECKER; 
thence southwesterly along 
a non-tangential curve con-
cave to the southeast having 
a central angle of 41 degrees 
53 minutes 50 seconds, a 
radius of 169.99 feet and a 
chord bearing of South 62 
degrees 58 minutes 01 sec-
onds West to the former right 
of way line of Willow Street; 
thence South 41 degrees 53 
minutes 05 seconds West not 
tangent to said curve, along 
said former right of way 
line of Willow Street, a dis-
tance of 20.68 feet; thence 
southwesterly, southerly and 
southeasterly a distance of 

22.51 feet along a tangen-
tial curve concave to the 
east, having a central angle 
of 89 degrees 59 minutes 
47 seconds and a radius of 
14.33 feet to the southwest-
erly line of Lot 1, Block 9, 
said FRIDLEY’S SECOND 
ADDITION TO BECKER; 
thence North 48 degrees 06 
minutes 42 seconds West 
not tangent to said curve, 
a distance of 80.28 feet to 
intersect the northeasterly 
extension of the southeast-
erly line of Lot 10, Block 
1, said FRIDLEY’S ADDI-
TION TO BECKER; thence 
South 41 degrees 48 minutes 
05 seconds West along said 
northeasterly extension and 
the southeasterly line of said 
Block 1, a distance of 277.98 
feet; thence North 48 degrees 
10 minutes 21 seconds West, 
a distance of 63.33 feet; 
thence North 41 degrees 49 
minutes 39 seconds East, 
a distance of 27.33 feet; 
thence North 48 degrees 10 
minutes 21 seconds West, a 
distance of 80.00 feet; thence 
South 41 degrees 49 minutes 
39 seconds West, a distance 
of 82.00 feet; thence South 
48 degrees 10 minutes 21 
seconds East, a distance of 
143.35 feet to the south-
easterly line of said Block 
1; thence South 41 degrees 
48 minutes 05 seconds West 
along the southeasterly line 
of Block 1, a distance of 
63.65 feet to the northeast-
erly right of way line of U.S. 
Highway 10; thence North 
48 degrees 10 minutes 21 
seconds West along said 
northeasterly right of way 
line, a distance of 299.25 
feet to the northwesterly 
line of said Block l; thence 
North 41 degrees 29 minutes 
38 seconds East along the 
northwesterly line of Block 
1, a distance of 64.48 feet; 
thence South 48 degrees 13 
minutes 22 seconds East, a 
distance of 66.26 feet; thence 
North 41 degrees 46 minutes 
38 seconds East, a distance 
of 53.07 feet; thence North 
48 degrees 15 minutes 58 
seconds West, a distance of 
66.53 feet to said northwest-
erly line of Block l; thence 
North 41 degrees 29 minutes 
38 seconds East along said 
northwesterly line, a distance 
of 75.01 feet to the point of 
beginning.

Applicant(s)
vs.
C. Agnes Anderson; Glenn An-
derson; Allan E. Anderson; Rod-
ney Anderson; Dolores Morlan; 
Nancy Gilligan; Sandra Foss; 
Julie Bokusky; Diana Moen; the 
unknown heirs of Lillian A. An-
derson; Independent Order of 
Odd Fellows Grand Lodge of 
Minnesota; State of Minnesota, 
Department of Transportation; 
E.C. Eppler; Walburga Siluk, 
Linus Raymond Eppler; Robert 
Teiken; Ruth Vossen; David Siluk; 
Patrick Siluk; Richard Klaers; 
Ronald Klaers; Mildred VanLith; 
Lawrence Siluk; St. Thomas the 
Apostle Church; John E. Brandt; 
James A. Brandt; the unknown 
heirs of Raymond Frederick Ep-
pler; the unknown heirs of De-
lores E. Eppler; Carol Springer; 
Stephen Mize; Thomas Mize; the 
unknown heirs of Diane Reuss; 
Patricia Johnson; Susan Their; 
Michael Mize; Lauretta A. Teiken; 
Eulalia Klaers; the unknown heirs 
of Arthur E.(A.E.) Stevens; the 
unknown heirs of Eugenia N. 
Stevens; Jens J. Sorenson; Anne 
Sorenson; Thomas E. Thorn; 
Samuel A. Thorn; Vernice Thorn; 
Ruth Thorn; the unknown heirs of 
Arvilla R. Gongoll; the unknown 
heirs of Eugene H. Dore; Cozy 
Living LLC; Rita Beltrand-Degn; 
Terry Degn; Franklin American 
Mortgage Company; TRH Prop-
erties, LLC; Lake Central Bank; 
City of Becker Economic Devel-
opment Authority; Emily Mar-
garet O’Keefe-Stewart; Stearns 
National Bank; JJAG Properties 
LLC; Riverwood Bank; 13754 1st 
Street, LLC; also all heirs and de-
visees of any of the above-named 
persons who are deceased; and all 
other persons or parties unknown, 
claiming any right, title, estate, 
lien or interest in the real estate 
described in the Application or 
amendments herein.
Defendant(s)

THE STATE OF MINNE-
SOTA TO THE ABOVE-NAMED 
DEFENDANTS:

You are hereby summoned 
and required to answer the Appli-
cation within 20 days after service 
of this Summons upon you, except 
that the United States of America 
(“USA”) shall have sixty (60) days 
in which to serve its answer. An 
answer is only required if you 
want to object to registration of 
the property as requested by the 
Applicant. If you fail to answer 
within 20 days (60 days for the 
USA), you will be in default and 
a final order may be issued with-
out your participation. To answer, 
you must a) file an answer with 
the court; b) pay the court filing 
fee or obtain an order waiving the 
fee; c) serve your answer on the 
Applicant’s attorney. Your answer 
must be e-filed by your attorney. 
If you do not have an attorney, the 
answer may be filed at the Sher-
burne County Court Administra-
tor’s Office, Sherburne County 
Government Center, 13880 Busi-
ness Center Drive, Elk River, MN 
55303-2281 with a check payable 
to District Court Administrator for 
$295.00 for the filing fee, or with 
an order waiving the fee.
Witness, District Court Admin-
istrator of said Court, and the 
seal thereof, at Elk River, in said 
County, this 15 day of December, 

2020. 
/s/ Gina DeVilbissHendry
Sherburne Court Administration, 
Deputy
BARNA, GUZY & STEFFEN, 
LTD.
Charles M. Seykora Attorney Reg. 
No. 153199
400 Northtown Financial Plaza 
200 Coon Rapids Boulevard 
Minneapolis, MN 55433
(763)780-8500
Attorney for Applicant
(Published in the Patriot: 
01/02/21; 01/09/21; 01/16/21.)
___________________________

Office of the Minnesota 
Secretary of State

Certificate of Assumed Name
     Minnesota Statutes, 

Chapter 333
The filing of an assumed 

name does not provide a user with 
exclusive rights to that name. The 
filing is required for consumer 
protection in order to enable cus-
tomers to be able to identify the 
true owner of a business.
ASSUMED NAME: QRx Part-
ners
PRINCIPAL PLACE OF BUSI-
NESS: 16904 77th Street SE 
Becker MN 55308 USA
NAMEHOLDER(S):
Name:  
Quality and Regulatory Exper 
Patrners, LLC
Address:16904 77th Street SE 
Becker MN 55308 USA

If you submit an attachment, it 
will be incorporated into this doc-
ument. If the attachment conflicts 
with the information specifically 
set forth in this document, this 
document supersedes the data ref-
erenced in the attachment.

By typing my name, I, the un-
dersigned, certify that I am sign-
ing this document as the person 
whose signature is required, or 
as agent of the person(s) whose 
signature would be required who 
has authorized me to sign this 
document on his/her behalf, or in 
both capacities. I further certify 
that I have completed all required 
fields, and that the information in 
this document is true and correct 
and in compliance with the appli-
cable chapter of Minnesota Stat-
utes. I understand that by signing 
this document I am subject to the 
penalties of perjury as set forth in 
Section 609.48 as if I had signed 
this document under oath.
SIGNED BY: Mark A.H. Swan-
son, Owner
MAILING ADDRESS: None Pro-
vided
EMAIL FOR OFFICIAL NO-
TICES: mark.swanson@qrx-
partners.com
Work Item 1207905200025
Original  Fi le  Number 
120790520002
STATE OF MINNESOTA OF-
FICE OF THE SECRETARY OF 
STATE
FILED
01/06/2021 11:59 PM
/s/ Steve Simon 
Secretary of State
(Published in the Patriot: 
01/09/21; 01/16/21).
___________________________

STATE OF MINNESOTA
TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
COUNTY OF SHERBURNE 

DISTRICT COURT
PROBATE DIVISION

12-7-2020 
Court File No. 71-PR-20-165
Estate of
Harley Arthur Marohn,
Decedent  

NOTICE AND ORDER 
OF HEARING ON PETITION 
FOR FORMAL PROBATE OF 
WILL AND APPOINTMENT 
OF PERSONAL REPRESEN-
TATIVE AND NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

TO ALL INTERESTED PER-
SONS AND CREDITORS:

It is Ordered and Notice is 
hereby given that on 2/11/2021, 
at 2:10 o’clock p.m., a hearing 
will be held in the above-named 
Court at 13880 Business Center 
Drive NW, Elk River, MN 55330, 
on a petition for the formal pro-
bate of an instrument purporting 
to be the Will of the above-named 
Decedent, dated August 12, 1999, 
and for the appoinment of Diane 
Acciani, whose address is 13880 
Business Center Drive NW, Elk 
River, MN 55330 as personal re-
prensentative of the estate of the 
above-named Decedent in a super-
vised administration.

Any objections to the petition 
must be raised at the hearing or 
filed with the Court prior to the 
hearing. That, if proper, and no 
objections are filed, a personal 
representative will be appointed 
with full power to administer the 
estate, to collect all assests, pay all 
legal debts, claims, taxes, and ex-
penses, and sell real and personal 
property, and do all necessary acts 
for the estate.

Notice is further given that, 
subject to Minn. Stat. § 524.3-
801, all creditors having claims 
against said estate are required to 
present the claims to the personal 
representative or to the Court Ad-
ministrator within four (4) months 
after the date of this notice or said 
claims will be barred.

A charitable beneficiary may 
request notice of the probate pro-
ceedings be given to the Attorney 
General pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 
501B.41, subd. 5.
Dated: 12/7/2020 
/s/ Gina DeVilbissHendry 
Court Administrator Deputy
Attorney for Personal Represen-
tative
Jennifer S. Pim, 
Attorney No. 0310542
Assistant Sherburne County At-
torney
13880 Business Center Drive NW
Elk River, MN 55330
Phone: 763-765-4725
Fax: 763-765-4747
Email: attorney.service@co.sher-

burne.mn.us
(Published in the Patriot: 
01/09/21; 01/16/21).
___________________________

NOTICE OF ASSESSMENT 
LIEN FORECLOSURE SALE

YOU ARE NOTIFIED THAT, 
1. Default has occurred in the 

conditions of the Declaration 
of Covenants and Restric-
tions Trout Brook Homes, 
Sherburne County, Minne-
sota, by Nicholas Besonen 
and Jennifer Besonen, as fee 
owner(s) of the below-de-
scribed property subject to 
said Declarations. 

2. Pursuant to the Declaration 
of Covenants and Restric-
tions Trout Brook Homes, 
filed in the Office of the 
County Recorder for Sher-
burne County on February 
11, 2000 as Document No. 
407904 and all amendments 
thereto, and Minnesota Stat-
utes, a lien exists for unpaid 
assessments and fees in-
curred from January 1, 2019 
to the date of this notice. 

3. A previous action was insti-
tuted to recover a portion of 
this debt in Court File No. 
71-CV-19-1643. That action 
has been discontinued and an 
execution upon the judgment 
rendered therein has been re-
turned unsatisfied in full. 

4. The holder of the lien has 
complied with all condi-
tions precedent to acceler-
ation of the debt secured 
by the assessment lien and 
foreclosure of said lien, and 
all notice and other require-
ments of applicable statutes.

5. As of the date of this notice 
the amount due, pursuant 
to the Association’s Dec-
larations and By-laws, is: 
$2,902.85.

6. As of the date of this notice, 
the names of all parties that 
have been released from lia-
bility for the assessment lien 
are as follows:  NONE.

7. Legal description of prop-
erty:

Lot 15, Block 1, Trott 
Brook Farms Third Ad-
dition

8. Physical address of property: 
18160 Roosevelt Street NW, 
Elk River, Minnesota 55330

9. Tax parcel identification 
number: 75-646-0130

10. Pursuant to the provisions of 
the Declaration of Covenants 
and Restrictions Trout Brook 
Homes, the lien will be fore-
closed and the property will 
be sold by the Sheriff of 
Sherburne County, State of 
Minnesota, as follows: 
Date and time of sale: Feb-
ruary 18, 2021 at 10:00 a.m.
Place of sale: Sherburne 
County Sheriff’s Office, 
13880 Business Center Drive 
NW, Suite 100, Elk River, 
Minnesota 55330
to pay the debt then secured 
by said lien, including any 
additional assessments and 
late fees that may become 
due through the date of sale, 
along with the costs, attor-
ney’s fees and disbursements 
allowed by law. 

11. The time allowed by law 
for redemption by the mort-
gagor, or mortgagor’s per-
sonal representatives or 
assigns is six (6) months 
after the date of said sale. 

12. THE TIME ALLOWED BY 
LAW FOR REDEMPTION 
BY THE MORTGAGORS, 
THE MORTGAGORS’ 
PERSONAL REPRESEN-
TATIVES OR ASSIGNS, 
MAY BE REDUCED 
TO FIVE WEEKS IF A 
JUDICIAL ORDER IS 
ENTERED UNDER MIN-
NESOTA STATUTES 
SECTION 582.032, DETER-
MINING AMONG OTHER 
THINGS, THAT THE 
MORTGAGED PREMISES 
ARE IMPROVED WITH A 
RESIDENTIAL DWELL-
ING OF LESS THAN FIVE 
UNITS, ARE NOT PROP-
ERTY USED IN AGRICUL-
TURAL PRODUCTION, 
AND ARE ABANDONED. 

13. Minnesota Statutes Section 
582.04(b) provides, “If the 
real estate is an owner-occu-
pied, single-family dwelling, 
the notice must also specify 
the date on or before which 
the mortgagor must vacate 
the property if the mortgage 
is not reinstated under sec-
tion 580.30 or the property 
redeemed under section 
580.23.” If this statute ap-
plies, the time to vacate the 
property is 11:59 p.m. on: 
August 18, 2021.

14. THIS COMMUNICATION 
IS FROM A DEBT COL-
LECTOR ATTEMPTING 
TO COLLECT A DEBT. 
ANY INFORMATION OB-
TAINED WILL BE USED 
FOR THAT PURPOSE. 
THE RIGHT TO VERIFI-
CATION OF THE DEBT 
AND IDENTITY OF THE 
ORIGINAL CREDITOR 
WITHIN THE TIME PRO-
VIDED BY LAW IS NOT 
AFFECTED BY THIS AC-
TION.

Dated as of December 23, 2020
GREENSTEIN SELLERS, 
PLLC
By: /s/ Matthew S. Greenstein 
Daniel B. Greenstein (#142104)
Matthew S. Greenstein (#392044)
825 Nicollet Mall, Suite 1648
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55402
Telephone: (763) 285-4677
Attorneys for Trout Brook Home 
Association, Inc.
(Published in the Patriot: 01/02/21; 
01/09/21; 01/16/21; 01/23/21; 
01/30/21; 02/06/21.)
___________________________
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NOTICE OF ASSESSMENT 
LIEN FORECLOSURE SALE

YOU ARE NOTIFIED THAT, 
1. Default has occurred in the 

conditions of the Declaration 
of Covenants and Restric-
tions Trout Brook Homes, 
Sherburne County, Minne-
sota, by Gregory A. Burstad 
and Dallas M. Burstad, as fee 
owner(s) of the below-de-
scribed property subject to 
said Declarations. 

2. Pursuant to the Declaration 
of Covenants and Restric-
tions Trout Brook Homes, 
filed in the Office of the 
County Recorder for Sher-
burne County on February 
11, 2000 as Document No. 
407904 and all amendments 
thereto, and Minnesota Stat-
utes, a lien exists for unpaid 
assessments and fees in-
curred from January 1, 2016 
to the date of this notice. 

3. A previous action was insti-
tuted to recover a portion of 
this debt in Court File No. 
71-CV-20-142. That action 
has been discontinued and an 
execution upon the judgment 
rendered therein has been re-
turned unsatisfied in full. 

4. The holder of the lien has 
complied with all condi-
tions precedent to acceler-
ation of the debt secured 
by the assessment lien and 
foreclosure of said lien, and 
all notice and other require-
ments of applicable statutes.

5. As of the date of this notice 
the amount due, pursuant 
to the Association’s Dec-
larations and By-laws, is: 
$3,924.25.

6. As of the date of this notice, 
the names of all parties that 
have been released from lia-
bility for the assessment lien 
are as follows:  NONE.

7. Legal description of prop-
erty:

Lot 10, Block 2, Trott 
Brook Farms Fourth Ad-
dition

8. Physical address of property: 
18327 Tyler Street NW, Elk 
River, Minnesota 55330

9. Tax parcel identification 
number: 75-647-0220

10. Pursuant to the provisions of 
the Declaration of Covenants 
and Restrictions Trout Brook 
Homes, the lien will be fore-
closed and the property will 
be sold by the Sheriff of 
Sherburne County, State of 
Minnesota, as follows: 
Date and time of sale: Feb-
ruary 18, 2021 at 10:00 a.m.
Place of sale: Sherburne 
County Sheriff’s Office, 
13880 Business Center 
Drive NW, Suite 100, Elk 
River, Minnesota 55330
to pay the debt then secured 
by said lien, including any 
additional assessments and 
late fees that may become 
due through the date of sale, 
along with the costs, attor-
ney’s fees and disbursements 
allowed by law. 

11. The time allowed by law 
for redemption by the 
mortgagor, or mortgagor’s 
personal representatives or 
assigns is six (6) months 
after the date of said sale. 

12. THE TIME ALLOWED BY 
LAW FOR REDEMPTION 
BY THE MORTGAGORS, 
THE MORTGAGORS’ 
PERSONAL REPRESEN-
TATIVES OR ASSIGNS, 
MAY BE REDUCED 
TO FIVE WEEKS IF A 
JUDICIAL ORDER IS 
ENTERED UNDER MIN-
NESOTA STATUTES 
SECTION 582.032, DETER-
MINING AMONG OTHER 
THINGS, THAT THE 
MORTGAGED PREMISES 
ARE IMPROVED WITH A 
RESIDENTIAL DWELL-
ING OF LESS THAN FIVE 
UNITS, ARE NOT PROP-
ERTY USED IN AGRICUL-
TURAL PRODUCTION, 
AND ARE ABANDONED. 

13. Minnesota Statutes Section 
582.04(b) provides, “If the 
real estate is an owner-occu-
pied, single-family dwelling, 
the notice must also specify 
the date on or before which 
the mortgagor must vacate 
the property if the mortgage 
is not reinstated under sec-
tion 580.30 or the property 
redeemed under section 
580.23.” If this statute ap-
plies, the time to vacate the 
property is 11:59 p.m. on: 
August 18, 2021.

14. THIS COMMUNICATION 
IS FROM A DEBT COL-
LECTOR ATTEMPTING 
TO COLLECT A DEBT. 
ANY INFORMATION OB-
TAINED WILL BE USED 
FOR THAT PURPOSE. 
THE RIGHT TO VERIFI-
CATION OF THE DEBT 
AND IDENTITY OF THE 
ORIGINAL CREDITOR 
WITHIN THE TIME PRO-
VIDED BY LAW IS NOT 
AFFECTED BY THIS AC-
TION.

Dated as of December 23, 2020
GREENSTEIN SELLERS, PLLC
By: /s/ Matthew S. Greenstein 
Daniel B. Greenstein (#142104)
Matthew S. Greenstein (#392044)
825 Nicollet Mall, Suite 1648
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55402
Telephone: (763) 285-4677
Attorneys for Trout Brook Home 
Association, Inc.
(Published in the Patriot: 
01/02/21; 01/09/21; 01/16/21; 
01/23/21; 01/30/21; 02/06/21.)
___________________________

STATE OF MINNESOTA
TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
COUNTY OF SHERBURNE 

DISTRICT COURT
PROBATE DIVISION

01-12-2021 
Court File No. 71-PR-21-3
Estate of
Robert L. Bergeth,
Decedent  

NOTICE AND ORDER OF 
HEARING ON PETITION FOR 
PROBATE OF WILL AND AP-
POINTMENT OF PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVE AND NO-
TICE TO CREDITORS

It is Ordered and Notice is 
hereby given that on 2/25/2021, 
at 3:10 o’clock p.m., a hearing 
will be held in this Court at 13880 
Business Center Drive NW, Elk 
River, Minnesota, for the formal 
probate of an instrument purport-
ing to be the Will of the Decedent, 
dated 05/06/2020, under Minn. 
Stat 524.2-513 (“Will”), and for 
the appointment of Todd Bergeth, 
whose address is 1608 9th Street 
SE, Willmar, MN 56201 as Per-
sonal Representative of the Estate 
of the Decedent in and UNSU-
PERVISED administration.

Any objections to the peti-
tion must be filed with the Court 
prior to or raised at the hearing. 
If proper and if no objections are 
filed or raised, the Personal Rep-
resentative will be appointed with 
full power to administer the Estate 
to collect all assets, pay all legal 
debts, claims, taxes, and expenses, 
and sell real and personal prop-
erty, and do all necessary acts for 
the estate, including the power to 
collect all assets, to pay all legal 
debts, claims, taxes and expenses, 
to sell real and personal property, 
and to do all necessary acts for the 
Estate.

Notice is also given that (sub-
ject to Minn, Stat. 524.3-801) all 
creditors having claims against the 
Estate are required to present the 
claims to the Personal Representa-
tive or to the Court Administrator 
within four months after the date 
of this Notice or the claims will be 
barred.

A charitable beneficiary may 
request notice of the probate pro-
ceedings be given to the Attorney 
General pursuant to Minn. Stat. 
501B.41, subd. 5.
/s/ Gina DeVilbissHendry 
Court Administrator Deputy
Attorney for Petitioner
Todd M. Kleinhuizen
Johnson Moody, Schmidt & Klein-
huizen
320 SW First St., P.O. Box 913
Willmar, MN 56201
Attorney License No. 211370
Telephone: 320-235-2000
FAX: 320-235-0480
Email: toddkleinhuizen@jmsk.
law.com
(Published in the Patriot: 
01/16/21; 01/23/21).
___________________________

Town of Becker, Sherburne 
County, Minnesota

Notice of Public Hearing
Notice is hereby given 

that the Becker Town Board 
will hold their monthly meet-
ing at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, 
January 25, 2021 at Becker 
Town Hall, 12165 Hancock 
Street.  The Town Board will 
hold public hearings regard-
ing the following:

7:10 p.m. Planning 
Commission Ordinance 
-Updating procedure from 
2007.  The Joint Planning 
Board is the board of action 
rather than the Town Board 
for many land use items.  

Anyone interested in this 
item is encouraged to attend 
and comment at the Public 
Hearing.  Anyone interested 
in these requests are encour-
aged to attend and comment 
at the Public Hearing.  If re-
mote attendance is desired, 
please contact the Clerk prior 
to the public hearing and re-
mote access information will 
be forwarded.  If you plan to 
attend in person, please notify 
the clerk prior to the meeting 
as social distancing protocols 
are being followed and lim-
ited in person seating is avail-
able.  If you are unable to 
attend please provide written 
comment to Lucinda Mess-
man at PO Box 248, Becker, 
MN  55308 or by e-mail to 
clerk@beckertownship.org 
by 4:00 p.m. on January 25, 
2021.
Thank you.
Lucinda Messman, Becker 
Township Clerk
(Published in the Patriot: 
01/16/21.)

KO Storage of Big Lake
18055 US-10

Big Lake, MN 55309
952-314-7121

SELF STORAGE LIEN 
AUCTION 
Auction Start Time: 
01/20/2021 at 2:00 pm 
Auction End Time: 
01/28/2021 at 2:00 pm
Location of Auction: www.
storagetreasures.com
1 SEPARATE LIEN SALE 
TO HIGHEST BID-
DER FOR EACH UNIT. 
OWNER HAS THE RIGHT 
TO NOT ACCEPT BID 
PRICE. 
UNITS: 
Unit Number – Customer 
Name: Description of items 
from lease. 
B028 – Scott Simpson: Bed 
frame, mattresses, paint sup-
plies.
(Published in the Patriot: 
01/16/21; 01/23/21.)

KO Storage of Clearwater
17425 County Rd 75 NW
Clearwater, MN 55320

952-314-7121
SELF STORAGE LIEN 
AUCTION 
Auction Star t  Time: 
01/20/2021 at 2:00 pm 
Auction End Time: 01/28/2021 
at 2:00 pm
Location of Auction: www.
storagetreasures.com
2 SEPARATE LIEN SALES 
TO HIGHEST BIDDER FOR 
EACH UNIT. OWNER HAS 
THE RIGHT TO NOT AC-
CEPT BID PRICE. 
UNITS: 
Unit Number – Customer 
Name: Description of items 
from lease. 
0047 – Tom Lenzen: generator, 
tools, bags. 
0149 – Laurie Parks: ladder, 
boxes, totes, dresser. 
(Published in the Patriot: 
01/16/21; 01/23/21.)

10, 35, and 94. 
Aging infrastructure 

can be dangerous, too: 
Minnesotans remember the 
35W bridge collapse that 
took the lives of 13 and in-
jured 145. It is a disservice 
to Minnesotans that we do 
not have proper roadways 
and transportation routes 
for safe travel. 

Two of the bills I in-
troduced set aside funds 
dedicated to making sure 
intersections, interchanges, 
and structurally deficient 
bridges are safe, and con-
gestion is relieved.

First, I introduced 
the National Interchange/
Intersection Safety Con-
struction Program Act 
which prioritizes funding 
for intersections and inter-
changes, improves safety, 
and increases local control 
over federal transportation 
dollars. This bill does not 
increase spending, but pri-
oritizes a portion of funds 
from the federal highway 
fund for interchange and 
intersection development, 
and allow projects to com-
pete for those funds.

Second, I introduced 
the National Bridge Re-
placement and Improve-
ment Act which creates a 
grant program for bridge 
improvements, replace-
ments or repairs. This fund-
ing will help achieve the 
U.S. Dept. of Transporta-
tion’s stated goal of elimi-
nating the backlog of bridge 
projects by 2032. With state 
or local commitment to the 
project, the federal govern-

ment will also contribute a 
portion of the funds.

Paycheck Protection 
Program Info
Good news released 

last week! The Small Busi-
ness Administration (SBA) 
and the Treasury Depart-
ment announced that the 
Paycheck Protection Pro-
gram (PPP) will re-open 
this week. As of yesterday, 
Jan. 11, new borrowers and 
certain existing PPP bor-
rowers are eligible to apply. 

The program allows for 
expenses through March 
31, 2021 and allows certain 
existing PPP borrowers to 
apply for a Second Draw 
PPP Loan. 

Balancing Budget
As this Congress, kicks 

off, I am more committed 
than ever to addressing our 
ever-increasing national 
debt. It is irresponsible to 
push this problem onto our 
children and grandchildren. 
Last week, I cosponsored 
H.J. Res. 3, which proposes 
a balanced budget amend-
ment to the Constitution 
of the United States. This 
is a necessary step towards 
rectifying the financial situ-
ation our nation faces. 

Along with that, I also 
voted for the Congressio-
nal Budget Justification 
Transparency Act, which 
requires federal agencies to 
make budget justification 
materials available to the 
public online. Transparency 
in how government spends 
your money is a seemingly 
simple request, and yet not 
yet in practice. These initia-

tives will help you keep us 
accountable for where your 
money goes.

Human Trafficking
Jan. 11 was Human 

Trafficking Awareness 
Day, and this month we 
also observe Human Traf-
ficking Awareness Month. 
Currently, across every 
continent and every nation, 
millions of human beings 
are being sold and enslaved, 
forced into labor and prosti-
tution against their will. 

This crisis – although 
operating in the shadows 
– is becoming more and 
more apparent to us all. In 
the United States alone, 
hundreds of thousands are 
trafficked by transnational 
drug cartels and criminal 
organizations. 

I believe that Congress 
must do everything within 
its power and authority to 
ensure that resources and 
judicial tools are available 
to improve prosecutions, 
protect victims, and prevent 
future trafficking. However, 
while Congress must do its 
part, you can also be a part 
of protecting those at risk.

Finally
As always, I am proud 

of our fellow Minnesotans 
who represent us on the 
international stage. A few 
of them were on the gold 
medal-winning Team USA 
that defeated Canada in the 
World Junior Ice Hockey 
Championship last week. 
Congratulations to these 
outstanding athletes!

EMMER from PAGE 7
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Editorials/Opinions

C H E C K  O U T  O U R  V A R I E T Y 
O F  R E S T A U R A N T S ,  E N T E R T A I N M E N T 

C E L E B R A T I O N S  G O I N G  O N .
 

N O T  A D V E R T I S I N G  Y E T ? 
C A L L  O U R  O F F I C E  T O  F I N D  O U T  H O W 

7 6 3 - 2 7 5 - 0 2 7 5

Schools Need To Open
Friends and 
neighbors, 

We have 
all been im-
pacted by the 
C O V I D - 1 9 
p a n d e m i c . 
Through work, 
school, busi-
ness, or just 
about any other 
aspect of life, I 
know we have 
been working 
hard to piece 
together any 
semblance of normalcy.

Seeing parents, busi-
ness owners, friends and 
neighbors band together 
to make the best out of a 
disheartening situation has 
been inspirational.  Thank 
you!

One area that needs 
immediate action is the 
reopening of schools. 
Children need structure, 
socialization, and supervi-
sion when learning. Parents 
have worked hard to main-
tain learning under very 
difficult circumstances, 
but many have jobs that 
make the current arrange-
ment very hard and many 
students need in-person to 
learn the best they can. For 
others, home education has 
proven to work very well. 

This week, the Sen-
ate introduced legislation 
stating the Governor can-
not use executive orders to 
close schools – that power 
would be in the hands of 
each individual district. 
There is mounting evi-
dence that schools pose 
minimal risk in spreading 
the coronavirus, including 
a Reuters report that stud-
ied 191 countries found no 
clear link between school 
reopenings and coronavirus 
surges.

We must think of the 

c h i l d r e n 
and the 
long-term 
e f f e c t s 
that are 
sure to 
come from 
being out 
of school 
for nearly 
a  year 
now.  It 
was found 
that the 
l o n g e r 
s c h o o l s 

are closed, the more chil-
dren suffer from extensive 
learning losses with long 
term negative impacts, in-
cluding future income and 
health.  Minnesota should 
not be contributing to those 
numbers; we should be 
doing anything we can to 
keep our children moving 
forward.

Allowing school dis-
tricts and businesses to 
safely make their own de-
cisions is clearly the way to 
proceed. Schools and busi-
nesses in Big Lake operate 
much differently than those 
in Minneapolis.  

Vaccines are beginning 
to roll out although much 
slower than other states.  I 
absolutely support continu-
ing Minnesota’s current 
law of vaccinations as a 
personal individual choice, 
as opposed to a govern-
ment or employment man-
date. Doctors have reported 
that so far there are only 30 
documented cases globally 
of a COVID relapse and 
that our vaccines also pro-
tect against new strains of 
COVID. 

I am in my office in 
Saint Paul nearly every day. 
I am glad to meet in-person, 
by phone or zoom, or email 
me your comments. 

By Mary Kiffmeyer 
State Senator 
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Classifieds

MURPHY
CHEVROLET

New & Used Cars & Trucks
(320) 968-6239

www.murphychevrolet.com

Automotive

OAK PARK CREAMERY
See us for all your feed needs. 
Hubbard, Heims, Purina & 
Oak Park brand feeds. Crys-
talyx tubs. We specialize in 
small orders of custom made 
feed. Greenmeadows forage 
50% off-limited to supply on 
hand. Bird seed 5% off. Stop 
in for best prices on seedcorn, 
Enlist soybeans & seed oats-
early pay discounts apply.    
OAK PARK CREAMERY
16623 Ironwood Rd NE Oak 
Park, MN. 320-968-7864
________________________

Farm Supplies

WE PAY CASH FOR USED 
GUNS. Stu’s Gunsmithing 
320-258-3980, 3030 12th St. 
SE, St. Cloud.
________________________

Gunsmith

THE CLASSIC, EDGE & E, 
Outdoor Wood, Pellet & Corn 
by Central Boiler. Take Advan-
tage of The Rebates available 
now, Including Additional Dis-
counts and State Fair Specials 
Give us a call or see us at the 
fair. Class-Act Outdoor Fur-
nace 763-972-6255                              
CLASSACTFURANCE.COM
________________________

Outdoor Furnaces

OFFICE OR RETAIL SPACE. 
Hwy 10 frontage in Becker. 
1100 sq. ft. Available immedi-
ately. Call 763-261-2425.
________________________

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT -
at 935 Clearwater Center in 
Clearwater (next to The Kettle
Restaurant) 364 sq. ft. $425 
per mo. Includes utilities. 320-
558-6800 Carol Halvorson
________________________

Office Rentals

Auctions
ONLINE AUCTION - 375+ Items. 
ATV, Snowmobile & Mower Sales 
& Service Shop. Sleds, Trailers, 
Equipment, Tools, Parts, Helmets, 
Clothing, Signs. Open House Jan 
25 in Princeton, MN. 763-389-5700 
for info. Learn more & Bid Now at 
HAGAUCTION.COM. (MCN)

Announcements
INVESTIGATE BEFORE YOU IN-
VEST! Midwest Free Community 
Paper Association does not know-
ingly accept fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are cautioned 
to thoroughly investigate all classi-
fieds and other ads which require an 
investment. (MCN)

Automobiles
DONATE YOUR CAR TO 
CHARITY. Receive maximum 
value of write off for your taxes. 
Running or not! All conditions ac-
cepted. Free pickup. Call for details. 
855-752-6680 (MCN)

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK 
TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. 
Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax Deduct-
ible, Free Towing, All Paperwork 
Taken Care Of. CALL 1-855-977-
7030 (MCN)

CASH FOR CARS: We Buy Any 
Condition Vehicle, 2002 and Newer. 
Competitive Offer! Nationwide 
FREE Pick Up! Call Now For a Free 

Quote! 888-366-5659. (MCN)

Cable / Internet
BEST SATELLITE TV with 2 
Year Price Guarantee! $59.99/mo 
with 190 channels and 3 months free 
premium movie channels! Free next 
day installation! Call 855-824-1258. 
(MCN)

Earthlink High Speed Internet. As 
Low As $14.95/month (for the first 3 
months.) Reliable High Speed. Fiber 
Optic Technology. Stream Videos, 
Music and More! Call Earthlink 
Today 1-855-679-7096 (MCN)

High-Speed Internet. We instantly 
compare speed, pricing, availabil-
ity to find the best service for your 
needs. Starting at $39.99/month! 
Quickly compare offers from top 
providers. Call 1-855-399-9295 
(MCN)

DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Chan-
nels + $14.95 High Speed Internet. 
Free Installation, Smart HD DVR 
Included, Free Voice Remote. Some 
restrictions apply. 1-844-316-8876. 
(MCN)

AT&T TV - The Best of Live & 
On-Demand On All Your Favorite 
Screens. CHOICE Package, $64.99/
mo plus taxes for 12months. Pre-
mium Channels at No Charge for 
One Year! Anytime, anywhere. 
Some restrictions apply. W/ 24-mo. 
agmt (TV price higher in 2nd year.) 
Regional Sports Fee up to $8.49/mo. 

is extra & applies. Call IVS 1-866-
387-0621. (MCN)

4G LTE Home Internet Now 
Available! Get GotW3 with light-
ning fast speeds plus take your ser-
vice with you when you travel! As 
low as $109.99/mo! 844-897-8159. 
(MCN)

Employment/
Help Wanted

REGISTERED NURSE (Fayette, 
IA). 2 yrs exp in psychiatric or men-
tal health required. Excellent bene-
fits/perks. Text ‘Send me an App’ 
to (563)380-9299 or Call (563)425-
3291. www.inspiringlivesiowa.org. 
EOE. (MCN)

Financial
The COVID crisis has cost us all 
something. Many have lost jobs and 
financial security. Have $10K In 
Debt? Credit Cards. Medical Bills. 
Car Loans. Call NATIONAL DEBT 
RELIEF! We can help! Get a FREE 
debt relief quote: Call 1-866-552-
0649. (MCN)

For Sale
Dump Trailer Sale:5’X8’ 6K Sin-
gle axle $3,336.00 up to 7’X14’ 
14K $7,499.00.  9 Models of dump 
trailers.  Trailer World LLC (515) 
972-4554. (MCN)

Health & Medical
Stay in your home longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In 
Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 off, 
including a free toilet, and a lifetime 
warranty on the tub and installation! 
Call us at 1-855-372-3080 or visit 
www.walkintubquote.com/midwest 
(MCN)

Portable Oxygen Concentrator 
May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mobil-
ity with the compact design and 
long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 844-716-
2411. (MCN)

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills 
for $99. 100 pills for $150. FREE 
shipping. Money back guaranteed! 
1-866-306-9928 (MCN)

MobileHelp, America’s Premier 
Mobile Medical Alert System. 
Whether You’re Home or Away. For 
Safety and Peace of Mind. No Long 
Term Contracts! Free Brochure! Call 
Today! 1-855-385-9770. (MCN)

Income Opportunites
NEW AUTHORS WANTED! 
Page Publishing will help you 
self-publish your own book. FREE 
author submission kit! Limited 
offer! Why wait? Call now: 855-
623-8796 (MCN)

Become a published author! Pub-
lications sold at all major secular 

& specialty Christian bookstores. 
CALL Christian Faith Publishing 
for your FREE author submission 
kit. 1-888-981-5761. (MCN)

Miscelleanous
Two great new offers from AT&T 
Wireless! Ask how to get the new 
iPhone 11 or Next Generation Sam-
sung Galaxy S10e ON US with 
AT&T’s Buy one, Give One offer. 
While supplies last! CALL 1-844-
290-8275. (MCN)

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. 
EASY, ONE DAY updates!We 
specialize in safe bathing. Grab bars, 
no slip flooring & seated showers. 
Call for a free in-home consultation: 
855-836-2250. (MCN)

Vacation/ Travel
DO WARM WINTERS SOUND 
GOOD?? Bring your RV down to 
the warm Rio Grande Valley. J-5 
RV Park in Mission Tx. will wel-
come you with a country setting 
and friendly people. We have a 
special for 1st time visitors. We are 
following guidelines to keep every-
one healthy and taking precautions 
to protect our community. hone us 
at 956-682-7495 or 515-418-3214. 
Email info@j5rvparktexas.com 
Tom and Donna Tuttle, Managers. 
(MCN)

DESKTOPS AND LAPTOP 
REPAIR. On-site or drop off. 
Computer cleanup - upgrades. 
Big Lake, 763-263-7070.
________________________

Computers

Minnesota Newspaper Association Classifieds

STUDIO 
APARTMENT

In Becker for rent Nov. 
1st at Pineview Apart-
ments. Clean, quiet & 
well maintained. $595/
month, includes water, 
heat, garbage, & parking 
space. Requirements for 
rent are based on a full 
background check, no 
prior evictions or crimi-
nal record. Minimum re-
quirements of income & 
rental history apply. 

No pets. 
If interested call Todd at 
612-616-0984.

Studio Apartment

GREAT NORTHERN 
UNCLAIMED FREIGHT. Fur-
niture, army surplus, tools. 
923 South Benton Drive, Sauk 
Rapids, MN. 320-251-2818.
________________________

Furniture

SNOW IS COMING! Get your 
snowblowers ready. Call Perry 
to schedule inspection and re-
pair. We service most brands. 
Trueman Welters, 1600 Hwy 
55, Buffalo. 763-682-2200.
________________________

Snow Blowers

 

RSVP / The Volunteer Bridge
Big Brother Big Sister Program 
With a New Year upon us, youth are in need of mentorship now 
more than ever.  Virtual options exist with the BBBS program, so 
it’s easier than ever to make a difference in a child’s life.  This one-
on-one volunteer opportunity provides friendship and guidance to a 
child in Central MN.  The volunteer will meet with their Little 3-4 
times a month for 12 months.  
Homemaker with Great River Faith in Action 
The New Year is a great time to help others organize and clean! 
Assist a GRFIA client with simple homemaking tasks such as vacu-
uming, dusting, sweeping and organizing once a month.  Clients are 
primarily those 65+.   
Adult Tutor with Metro North Adult Basic Education 
Work either one-on-one or in small groups with adults working.  
Many adults are working towards obtaining their GED, Adult Di-
ploma, or learning new skills.  Offer support in the areas of reading, 
writing, math, science, or social studies.  Some adults are learning 
English as a second language, so assisting in language learning is 
common.   
If you are interested in volunteering in these or other opportunities, 
please contact: 

RSVP Volunteer Program 
763-635-4505 

heather.brooks@ci.stcloud.mn.us 
SherburneUnitedWay.org/Volunteer

January - Sherburne County 
Health & Human Services - 

Classes are as follows:
WIC (Women, Infants & Children) is for women who are pregnant, 
breastfeeding, recently had a baby, infants and children to their 5th 
birthday.  WIC provides nutrition education, breastfeeding support, 
healthy foods and referrals to health services/community resources. 
The service is free, and you or your children may be eligible.  For 
more information, please call 763-765-4116 or 1-800-433-5239, or 
check out the website http://www.co.sherburne.mn.us/hhs/wic.php. 
The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits dis-
crimination in the administration of its programs. WIC is an equal 
opportunity provider.
Immunization Tuesdays
Sherburne County’s Immunization Clinic offers free or low cost im-
munizations for children 18 years of age or younger and uninsured 
or underinsured adults 19 years and older in Minnesota who meet 
eligibility guidelines on Tuesdays from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.  Call for an 
appointment or more information, 763-765-4000 or 1-800-433-5239.

Game Time

Announcements
   Becker Area Senior Center (BASC) 

Upcoming Events
The Becker Area Senior Center will soon be relocating to 
the Becker Community Center. We will be opening under 
COVID-19 regulations. Watch this Patriot column or 
www.beckercommunitycenter.com for more information 
and EXACT OPENING DATE.
BASC 763-528-0643    
Email: basc.becker@gmail.com

This Weeks Calendar Events:
Sun. - Jan. 17, 2021:
• PGA of America Founded: 1916
• Benjamin Franklin: Birth Anniversary, 1706
Mon. - Jan. 18, 2021:
• National Thesaurus Day
• Martin Luther King, Jr Day (observed)
Tues. - Jan. 19, 2021:
• National Popcorn Day
Wed. - Jan. 20, 2021:
• Moon Phase: First Quarter
• Aquarius, The Water Carrier (1/20-2/18)
Thurs. - Jan. 21, 2021:
• National Hugging DayTM

• Sundance Film Festival (1/21-1/31)
• Kiwanis International Anniversary
• Texas Press 2021: Midwinter Conference & 

Trade Show (1/21-1/23)
Fri. - Jan. 22, 2021:
• Queen Victoria: Death Anniversary, 1897
Sat. - Jan. 23, 2021:
• National Pie Day
• National Handwriting Day
• John Hancock Birth Anniversary, 1737

CASH FOR JUNK CARS. 
NO Title. NO Problem. 
Call or Text 763-464-4441. 
www.RecycleJunkCars.com.
________________________

                                     Week of January 17, 2021             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

MISCELLANEOUSFARM EQUIPMENT

EMPLOYMENT

MISCELLANEOUS

HELP WANTED
LEGACY COOPERATIVE  

of Bisbee ND is seeking a quali ed 
GM/CEO. This is a BNSF grain shuttle 
loading facility and full service Grain, 
agronomy, and energy cooperative with 
sales of $200+ million with nine lo-
cations. Financial and personal man-
agement experience required. Email: 
resume to larry.fuller@midco.net or call 
Larry Fuller, 701/220-9775 for more info.

SPRINGBOARD FOR THE ARTS 
is hiring a Rural Program Manager! 
Based in Fergus Falls, work on na-
tional arts & community devel-
opment. Deadline February 5: 
https://springboardforthearts.org/rpmjob

OWN LAND IN MINNESOTA? 
Our hunters will pay top $$$ to lease 
your land. Call now for free info pack-
et: 866/309-1507 Ref# MN11721
w w w . B a s e C a m p L e a s i n g . c o m 

4G LTE HOME INTERNET 
Now available! Get GotW3 with 
lightning fast speeds, plus take your 
service with you when you travel! 
As low as $109.99/mo! 844/960-4698

DONATE YOUR CAR 
truck or boat to Heritage For The 
Blind. Free 3-day vacation, tax 
deductible, free towing, all paper-
work taken care of 844/220-9501

AT&T WIRELESS 
Two great new off ers! Ask how to get 
the new iPhone 11 or Next Genera-
tion Samsung Galaxy S10e on us with 
AT&T’s Buy one, Give One off er. 
While supplies last! Call 855/332-0464 

DISH NETWORK $59.99 
for 190 Channels! Blazing fast internet 
$19.99/mo. (where available.) Switch & 
get a free $100 Visa gift card. Free voice 
remote. Free HD DVR. Free streaming 
on all devices. Call today! 855/562-4309

DIRECTV 
Every live football game, every Sunday 
- anywhere - on your favorite device. 
Restrictions apply. Call IVS 877/350-0094

Advertise here statewide in 230+ newspapers for 
only $279 per week! Call 800-279-2979

Police Reports

 

Call for Service Summary: Total Calls for Service for Week: 237; 2020 
Calls for Service: 323; Traffic Stops/Enforcement: 84; Citations: 16; Ar-
rests: 6; Medical Emergency Calls: 12; Mental Health Holds: 0; Civil 
Mediation (Child Custody-Property): 0
Big Lake Police Arrests: Ryan Carlson – (Age 33 – Princeton, MN) 
–  Felony 5th Degree; Controlled Substance; Matthew Tipton – (Age 
38 – Buffalo, MN) – GM 2nd Degree DWI; Jeremy Johnson – (Age 
40 – Big Lake, MN) – Violation of DANCO order; Joshua Stenger 
– (Age 35 – Browerville, MN) – GM Cancel-IPS; Curtis Gebhart – 
(Age 40 – East Bethel, MN) – Gross Misdemeanor Warrant; Jenna 
Peterson – (Age 25 – Eagan, MN) – Felony Warrant
Sun., Jan. 10, 2021: 4300 blk Pintail - Disturbance - Officers dispatched 
mediate a neighbor dispute.
Sat., Jan. 9, 2021: Lake St/Monroe St - Felony Narcotic Arrest – Officer 
stopped vehicle for equipment violation, driver fled on foot from officer, 
officer arrested driver and located methamphetamine on driver. Driver 
arrested and transported to Sherburne County Jail;  Hwy 10/Lake St - 
Revoked Driver - Driver stopped by officer for traffic violation, issued 
summons for Driving While Revoked.
Fri., Jan. 8, 2021: CR 43/Rose Dr - DWI - Driver stopped for a traffic 
violation and found to be under the influence of alcohol.  Arrested and 
booked into jail, see bookings for charges; 726 Martin Ave - Fraud - Of-
ficers investigating fraud complaint; 300 blk Monroe St - Harassment 
- Officers investigated harassment via text message/phone calls; 19200 
Meadow Ln - Fraud - Officers investigating fraud complaint.
Thurs., Jan. 7, 2021: 20400 Junegrass Dr - Domestic Disturbance - 
Officers mediated a verbal domestic altercation; 700 blk Independence 
Dr - Court Order Violation - Report of the violation of a no contact order, 
suspect arrested; 19595 Station St - Trespassing - Report of a suspect at 
property who was not welcome there, suspect removed by officers.
Wed., Jan. 6, 2021: 18800 blk Helen Way - Domestic Disturbance - 
Officers mediated a verbal domestic altercation; 4000 blk Lake Ridge 
Dr - Fraud - Officers investigating fraud complaint.
Tues., Jan. 5, 2021: Hwy 10/165th Ave - Revoked Driver - Driver 
stopped by officer for traffic violation, issued summons for Driving 
While Revoked; Hwy 10/172nd St - Revoked Driver - Driver stopped by 
officer for traffic violation, issued summons for Driving While Revoked; 
121 Henry Rd – Motor Vehicle Theft - Report of vehicle theft, investiga-
tion ongoing; 3000 blk Lake Ridge Dr - Theft - Report of property theft, 
investigation ongoing; Martin Ave/Phyllis St - Warrant Arrest - Suspect 
located on an outstanding arrest warrant, booked into jail.
Mon., Jan. 4, 2021: 50th blk CR 43 - Revoked Driver - Driver stopped 
by officer for traffic violation, issued summons for Driving While Re-
voked; Lake St/Hwy 10 - Revoked Driver - Driver stopped by officer 
for traffic violation, issued summons for Driving While Revoked; 5300 
blk Edinburgh Way - Domestic Disturbance - Officers mediated a verbal 
domestic altercation.

Big Lake Police Department 
Calls for Service - Jail Bookings  

       January 4 - 10, 2021 

 

4-Jan: 1 driving after revocation / seat belt violation Citation #007, 1 
animal complaint, 1 parking complaint, 1 No insurance Citation #008, 
2 speed warning, 1 stop sign warning, 1 medical, 1 expired tabs / equip-
ment warnings, 1 mail tampering
5-Jan: 1 security check, 1 welfare check, 1 speed warning, 1 child safety 
seat warning, 1 speed Citation #010, 1 equipment / expired tabs / sus-
pended object warnings, 1 speed Citation #011, 1 road hazard, 1 speed / 
expired registration warnings, 1 No MN Drivers License Citation #012
6-Jan: 2 suspicious vehicle, 1 suspicious person, 1 traffic complaint, 2 
agency assist, 2 record check, 2 miscellaneous public, 2 juvenile concern, 
1 dog complaint, 1 property damage, 1 fraud complaint, 3 equipment 
warning, 1 equipment warning / driving after suspension Citation #013, 
1 violation of instructional permit / possession of small amount of mar-
ijuana Citation #014
7-Jan: 2 security check, 2 agency assist, 1 accident, 1 road hazard, 1 
record check, 1 welfare check, 1 medical, 2 equipment warnings, 1 stop 
sign warning, 1 speed warning
8-Jan: 1 Winter Parking ordinance violation / Admin Citation #3584, 
1 mental health, 2 record check, 1 welfare check, 1 medical alarm, 1 
dog complaint, 5 speed warning, 2 equipment warning, 1 security check
9-Jan: 3 equipment warning, 5 speed warning, 1 speed / equipment 
warnings, 1 alarm, 1 stop sign warning, 1 speed Citation #015, 1 speed 
warning / no proof of insurance Citation #016, 1 expired registration 
warning, 1 agency assist
10-Jan: 1 expired registration warning / no proof of insurance Citation 
#017, 3 speed warning, 2 agency assist, 1 expired registration warning

Becker Police Department 
Activity Report for Week of:  

       January 4 - 10, 2021 
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Where else 
can you 

find articles 
about your 
school, your 
government, 

your 
student’s 
activities 
or local 

businesses?

Employment

NOW HIRING for Big Lake, Buffalo & 
surrounding area sites 

To apply online visit:
www.divinehouse.org or call (320) 231-2738

328 SW 5th Street, Willmar, MN 56201

Starting pay $13 and up for awake hours FT & PT with
afternoon/evening shifts. Asleep overnights $10.08/hr. Experience 

working with people with disabilities or background in medical field 
and supervisory experience helpful but not necessary. 

We believe that all people have the right to live and work in an environment 
which provides them with pride, self-respect, friendships, and the opportunity to 

achieve success while realizing that success is defined differently for everyone. We 
feel that our job is to offer friendship, security, and guidance to those we serve.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES 

 Direct Support Staff 
 Operations Program Director 
 Mental Health Specialist 
 Mental Health Program Director 

 
Dungarvin has Residential Homes across the St. Cloud Area with 
positions are available in Foley, Monticello, Clear Lake and Sauk 

Rapids! 
 

We have weekly hiring events! 
 

Not from Around here? We have opportunities across MN from Grand Rapids to 
Rochester along with 13 other states.  Visit our career page to find out more about 

positions close to you ! 

Do you desire to makes someone smile 
each day?   

Do you have a passion to engage others ?  
Are you searching for purposeful work 
with opportunities to grow within the 

company?   

Join Our Team! 
Take the first step towards enjoying your journey! 
Apply online today: www.dungarvincareers.com 

 
   
651-699-6050 
 
  www.facebook.com/dungarvin 

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES 

 Direct Support Staff 
 Operations Program Director 
 Mental Health Specialist 
 Mental Health Program Director 

 
Dungarvin has Residential Homes across the St. Cloud Area with 
positions are available in Foley, Monticello, Clear Lake and Sauk 

Rapids! 
 

We have weekly hiring events! 
 

Not from Around here? We have opportunities across MN from Grand Rapids to 
Rochester along with 13 other states.  Visit our career page to find out more about 

positions close to you ! 

Do you desire to makes someone smile 
each day?   

Do you have a passion to engage others ?  
Are you searching for purposeful work 
with opportunities to grow within the 

company?   

Join Our Team! 
Take the first step towards enjoying your journey! 
Apply online today: www.dungarvincareers.com 

 
   
651-699-6050 
 
  www.facebook.com/dungarvin 

Career Opportunities
• Direct Support Staff
• Operations Program Director
• Mental Health Specialist
• Mental Health Program Director

Dungarvin has Residential Homes across the St. 
Cloud Area with positions available in Foley, 

Monticello, Clear Lke and Sauk Rapids!

We have weekly virtual hiring events!
Not from around here? We have opportunities 

across MN from Grand Rapids to Rochester along 
with 13 other states. Visit our career page to find 

out more about positions close to you!

Join Our Team!
Take the first step towards enjoying your journey!
Apply online today: www.dungarvincareers.com

Mykkanen Services
“Environment of growth and opportunity”

we’re hiring
In Annandale, Buffalo, Cokato, Hutchinson, Litchfield  & Watertown.

Contact Us at:
320-224-4044, 

or go to mykkanenservices.com

*$13.64-14.44 after Paid Training
*$2 more on a temporary basis 

*Must be at least 18
*Higher Weekend Pay
*Current Car Insurance

* Must have valid driver’s license 
and current car insurance

DIRECT CARE POSITIONS
at Paradigm Residential Services, Inc.

Full time Home Supervisor position at 
Paradigm Residential Services, Inc., Monticello,  

MN 
7a-3p Mon-Fri.

Working with higher functioning individuals 
to increase life skills.

Starting Pay: $15.00 plus benefits
Paid training in Mental Health , 

Medication Administration and supervisory 
duties.

Apply by going to: www.paraserv.org, 
or calling Cyndi at 763-401-1128

Requirements: 18yrs or older. Driver’s license, ability 
to pass a State of Minnesota Background Check.

• FARM LABOR
• FULL TIME SHOP MECHANIC     

• TRACTOR OPERATOR       • EXPERIENCED WELDER
Apply in person, 1 mile east of Becker, 

137th left, 1/8 mile on left. 612-747-0163    

NOW HIRING!
KASOWSKI GROUP

NOW
HIRING

Apply at: 24614 US Hwy 71, Belgrade, MN 56312  
Email your resume to hiring@bayerbuilt.com

Bayer Built  
Woodworks, Inc., providing  
quality product and unparalleled service to 900 
dealers throughout the Midwest, is looking to fill 
the following positions:
• Route Drivers • OTR Drivers

Competitive pay and benefits, 
a positive and clean work 
environment, and opportunities to 
advance your career with a local 
company that continues to grow. 

$5000  

Sign On Bonus

Options Inc. is hiring!
Supporting adults with disabilities!

We are looking to fill the following position:

Job Coach
Daytime hours M-F
Competetive Salary, Vacation.
Exceptional Benefits Including

FREE Employee Dental and Life Insurance
Apply today at: www.options-inc.org/career

Options, Inc. (EOE)

www.expresspros.com/stcloudmn  • 320-251-1038
1410 W. St Germain St., St. Cloud 

• Tax Preparation Experienced? Call today– many jobs available!
• Press Machine Operators - $15/hr + OT 
• Printing Operators, eval hire $16/hr
• General Labor $14/hr, paid training, bus line
• Office Specialist $14.50/hr
• Maintenance Tech $16/hr
• Window Assembly – Eval hire, $16/hr, + OT
• Optical Prod – 1st, 2nd, &3rd shifts – $15/hr
• Hospital Cleaning $14.09/hr +

IMMEDIATE 
INTERVIEWS — 

APPLY TODAY!

Apply via 
ExpressJobs app, 

or 
expresspros.com/

stcloudmn

SHORTTERM JOBSAVAILABLE!

JOIN THE TEAM

...check our website or app for all jobs now open!

www.kniferiver.com 
Knife River is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action employer.  All qualified applicants 
will receive consideration for employment without regard to race, color, religion, sex, 
national origin, disability or protected Veteran status. 

Knife River Central MN division is NOW taking 
applications for the 2021 season:

Open Positions include:
Truck Drivers (seasonal)

Crusher/Washplant Operator (seasonal)
Laborer/Flagger (seasonal)
Loader Operator (seasonal)

Diesel Technician/Mechanic (year round)
 

Apply on-line at www.kniferiver.com or in person by May 31, 2021

Would you like to 
earn a competitive 
salary, get a $5,000 SIGN 
ON BONUS while driving 
well-maintained trucks? 
Cliff Viessman, Inc. offers that and more! 
Now hiring local, regional & OTR REEFER 
DRIVERS in the Paynesville area. Average rate per 
mile is $0.45/$50,000 a year. Industry leading 
benefits including: 
• Health (single coverage: $98/month, family coverage: 
$520/month) • Dental • Life • 401K (with 3% company match) 
• Profit Sharing (over the last 5 years, CVI has contributed 2-4% of employee 
earnings) • Weekly Settlements 
Requirements: CDL with tanker endorsement, 1 year OTR or 6 months of 
experience for trucking school graduates, good driving record. To apply:
Call Tim at 605-272-3333 or apply online at  www.viessmantrucking.com/
careers/drivers/

POSITION AVAILABLE
The City of Becker Public Works Department (Water/
Wastewater Division) is seeking a Full-Time Water/

Wastewater Operations Lead. This position will perform 
first-level supervisory, skilled/technical and some ad-

ministrative work to coordinate the day-to-day activities 
for the Water/Wastewater Division within the Public 

Works Department. This position reports to the Public 
Works and Parks Assistant Director and oversees staff to 
ensure the water and wastewater treatment systems are 
functioning properly and remain in compliance with all 
regulatory permits and requirements. Anticipated hiring 
range is $27.42-$38.71, depending on qualifications. Ap-
plication and job description can be found on the City 
of Becker Website at www.ci.becker.mn.us/jobs.aspx. If 

interested, submit cover letter, resume and application to 
City of Becker, Attn: Sarah Schafer, P.O. Box 250, Becker, 
MN 55308 or drop off at the Public Works Department 

at 11956 Gardner Street, Becker, MN 55308 or email 
sschafer@ci.becker.mn.us. Applications are due for sub-

mission by 4 PM on Friday, January 19, 2021.  

POSITION AVAILABLE
The City of Becker is accepting applications for the 

position of Streets and Parks Operations Lead.  Essen-
tial functions of this job include first level supervisory, 

skilled/technical, and some administrative work to 
coordinate the day-to-day activities of the divisions 
maintenance efforts and assist the Public Works and 

Parks Assistant Director in the division’s administration 
and construction program.  In addition, this position 
uses personal/organizational knowledge and technical 

expertise to ensure staff are properly trained, effectively 
supervised, and that work results meet quality and other 
standards.  Must be able to respond, in person, to urgent 

and emergency situations.  
Minimum requirements include: a high school degree 
or equivalent, Class A or B commercial driver’s license, 
four or more years of experience in the construction, 
maintenance and repair of comparable infrastructure.  

In addition, two or more years of leadership or supervi-
sory experience with comparable duties for a group of 
full-time employees.  Preferred qualifications include a 

strong mechanical background with demonstrated skills 
in troubleshooting/problem-solving a variety of oper-
ating concerns/issues with equipment, machinery and 
mechanical systems.  Four or more years of experience 
with snow removal activities including route planning 
and coordination.  Four or more years’ experience as a 

supervisor or lead in a municipal, county or state public 
works department.  Anticipated pay range for this posi-

tion is $27.42 - $38.71 / hour/ DOQ.  
To receive an application packet, including a full job 
description, inquire at Public Works, 11956 Gardner 

Street, P.O. Box 250, Becker, MN  55308, call 763-200-
4247, email Sarah Schafer at sschafer@ci.becker.mn.us 

or visit the City website at www.ci.becker.mn.us.  Please 
submit cover letter, resume and application to City of 

Becker, P.O. Box 250, Becker, MN 55308 or email 
sschafer@ci.becker.mn.us by February 3, 2021.

An Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer
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Fish’n ‘N Hunt’n Store
320-274-5297

900 Elm St., Hwy. 55 E. Annandale, MN
Store Hours: M-SA, 6am-7pm; SU, 6am-6pm

Stop in at Little Jim’s for: Ice rod 
& reels, combos, ice augers, fish 

locators, tackle for summer & 
winter, Striker ice suits, hunting 

& fishing licenses, guns & 
ammo!

www.littlejimssports.com

Family owned and operated business since 1978

NEW YEAR’S 
SPECIAL ON ALL

STRIKER AND 
STRIKEMASTER 
JACKETS AND 

BIBS NOW 
THROUGH

JAN. 23, 2021.

Area News
Be a Patriot Page 

Sponsor! Call 
763.275.0275 to 
secure your ad

Proudly 
serving the 

communities of 
Becker, 

Big Lake, 
Clear Lake and 

Clearwater!
We appreciate 

your 
business and 
readership!

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Appreciative of our 
local newspaper! 

We proudly support 
our communities

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Monday-Friday 9am-5pm

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Call us for 
your business 

insurance needs.

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Monday-Friday 9am-5pm

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Bundled options 
available, call today 

for your quote.

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Monday-Friday 9am-5pm

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Life insurance, make 
sure you have the 
right protection.

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Monday-Friday 9am-5pm

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Do you own a boat, 
ATV, motorcycle or 
RV? Call today for a 

free quote.

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Monday-Friday 9am-5pm

PROUD SPONSOR
OF THE 

NEWSPAPER,
EVENTS, ACTIVITIES

AND BUSINESSES
IN OUR LOCAL

COMMUNITIES!

763-262-5850
tjpottertrucking.com

Grateful for our 
community newspaper 

and all the events 
covered in our 

surrounding areas!

612.298.3608
Sarawaytashek 

@edinarealty.com

Good Luck Athletes!

Cory Nuest 
Vice President
NMLS 402524
CNuest@CorTrustMortgage.com 
(763) 271-7216

NMLS 458038
ID 405612

Contact Cory for all 
your mortgage needs!

Great rates.Great rates.

Every day.
Local servicing.

had a wage demand himself 
to be hired at the outgoing 
chief’s salary.

The city policy states 
new employees must be 
hired in at steps 1-4, with 
steps 5-9 being merit-based. 
The city was hoping to hire 
the new chief at Step 4 but 
Baloun was looking for 
somewhere around Step 6.

That drew concern 
from a few council mem-
bers but Council President 
Kelly Bevans reminded 
them McQuiston was origi-

nally hired on as chief at the 
same salary as the outgoing 
chief at the time, so there 
is a city precedent for the 
practice.

“I didn’t take it as 
being an outrageous de-
mand being that I have over 
14 years experience as a 
police chief and a master’s 
degree to go along with it,” 
said Baloun.

Council member Kevin 
Stunek made a motion Jan. 
4 to hire Baloun at step 6, 
and council member Tad 

Erickson seconded it. The 
motion passed 6-1, with 
Johnson opposed. Baloun 
got wind of some of the 
concerns the council had 
with his salary demand 
and experience and took 
those concerns to heart, 
so he went home, talked 
things over with his wife 
and made a decision to turn 
down the job.

“Julie was never re-
ally thrilled with leaving 
the Becker community and 
I wasn’t either,” said Ba-

loun. “I already had a solid 
relationship with Becker’s 
staff council and Mayor 
Bertram and starting over 
with possible contention at 
this point in my career was 
not too appealing.”

So, Baloun decided 
after a week to advise 
Brainerd of his decision to 
say “no.” Baloun sent them 
a letter with his explanation 
and wished them “nothing 
but continued success” in 
their search for a police 
chief and thanking the 

council for the opportunity.
“I’m not that far off 

from retirement and my 
family and I still love it 
here in Becker,” he said. 
“The only reason it drew 
me in was because it was 
where I have a lot of friends 
and family there and a place 
I’m familiar with. But we 
love it here in Becker and 
don’t plan on going any-
where else.”

BALOUN from page 1

spurred the city’s popula-
tion to nearly 10,000. Don’s 
focus was to guide the city 
during this unprecedented 
growth. Orrock played an 
instrumental role in the 
extension of Martin Av-
enue from Co. Rd. 43 to 
Co. Rd. 5, improvements 
at the Hwy. 10/Co. Rd. 5 
intersection, improvements 
to the Hwy. 10/Co. Rd. 81/
Airport Road Intersection, 
and — what was probably 
one of his greatest accom-
plishments while in office 
— the construction of the 
Esplanade Project along 
the shore of Big Lake and 
Lakeside Park. 

Residents are asked 
that the next time one walks 
along this beautiful area, 
say a “thank you” to Don 
Orrock for his dedication in 
getting this project funded 

and completed for all of 
their enjoyment for gener-
ations to come.

Orrock was 69 years of 
age. Look for his obituary 
in next week’s issue of the 
Patriot.

ORROCK from page 1

FORMER MAYOR DON ORROCK 
lost his battle with cancer this week. 
He was 69. (Submitted Photo).

that are already doing so,” 
Ellison said. 

“It brings me no joy to 
bring enforcement actions, 
because our top priority has 
always been education and 
voluntarily compliance and 
enforcement has always 
been a last resort. Today’s 
settlement can be a sign 
to the very small handful 
of establishments that are 
violating the executive or-
ders that compliance is still 
available to them.”

Ellison says the funds 
will go to the state’s general 
fund, not his office.

Ellison’s office sued 
Cornerstone Café on De-
cember 18 for “openly vi-
olating the ban on indoor 
on-premises dining” as or-
dered by the governor. The 
court granted a temporary 
restraining order against the 
restaurant on Dec. 22.

Indoor dining service 
restrictions were relaxed 
on Monday as COVID-19 
cases have been declining.

The eased restrictions 

return bars and restaurants 
about to where they were 
operating before Gov. Tim 
Walz imposed a “pause” in 
response to soaring cases 
in November. They can 
resume indoor service at 
50% capacity, but must still 
abide by 10 p.m. curfews 
and take measures to dis-
tance people.

The restrictions had 
generated sharp pushback, 

with some bars and restau-
rants defiantly reopening in 
recent weeks, risking fines 
and losses of their liquor 
licenses, including Pizza 
Depot in Becker. The state 
has gone to court against 
several violators, but the 
owner of Pizza Depot com-
plied to the order following 
a brief opening of indoor 
dining last month.

$10K from page 1

CORNERSTONE CAFE in Monticello reached a sttlement with the State of Minne-
sota to pay $10,000 for violating indoor dining restrictions last month. (Submitted 
Photo).

ment project within the 
township however, the 
project has to have a lifes-
pan of at least 10 years. 
The grant only covers road 
construction, the township 
would need to pay any en-
gineering costs.

The township has al-
ready applied for separate 
DNR grants. However, they 
won’t hear the results  until 
April; the deadline for the 
LRIP grant is March 3.

Board members dis-
cussed a number of road 
project options, including 
Huber, 148th and 150th. 
The board had already been 
planning to work on Huber, 
from 104th to the Nixon 
Lake access, as residents 
have been asking for it to 
be tarred or chip sealed. 
The cut across route from 
Hwy. 24 to Hasty was also 
brought up.

Resident  Blayne 
Leuthard, who was in at-
tendance, was asked for 
his input as he works with 
road engineering on a daily 
basis. His advice was to 
apply for the maximum 
amount and include all the 
roads, as even if the amount 
received wasn’t enough to 
cover everything, the town-
ship could at least get the 
expensive dirt work done 
and then finish the projects 
with the money in their 
budget or through future 
grants.

A motion carried au-
thorizing the board to meet  
Jan. 18, if necessary, to 
discuss the final decisions 
due to the upcoming grant 
deadline. 

The money received 
last year was used to pave 
the section of 150th to 
Hasty. 

I-94 Project
Tom Dobberthein from 

Hoffman Construction 
approached the board via 

Zoom to request township 
approval to place excess 
materials from the I-94 con-
struction project onto four 
properties within the town-
ship. The materials would 
be clean fill only, and the 
company has signed agree-
ments with the landowners, 
all of which are along the 
interstate. Properties would 
be accessed from I-94.

A motion carried to 
recommend approval of the 
company’s plans as pre-
sented.

Facebook
Jackie Moll informed 

the board she was interested 
in volunteering to assist 
with the township’s Face-
book page so that the infor-
mation the township puts 
out is easily accessible to 
everyone in the township. 
Currently the information 
is only posted to the town-
ship’s website.

Moll has experience in 
social media; she explained 
she was part of a team who 
helped another organization 
get theirs up and running.

After a long discussion 
on whether the township 
is in need of social media 
and the time it could take to 
maintain, the board agreed 
they should look into it. 
Moll will reach out to the 
Minnesota Assoc. of Twps. 
for advice and report back 
at the February meeting.

Other Business
Supervisor  Rose 

Thelen will contact the For-
sythe Ave. resident regard-
ing a section of the road 
that isn’t being plowed. The 
resident believes the town-
ship should be plowing it 
however, it’s not consid-
ered an actual road and the 
township has never main-
tained it.

A letter will be sent 
to the Irvine Ave. resident 
who has been plowing snow 

across the road and into the 
cul-de-sac advising him of 
MN state law regarding the 
issues.

A letter will be sent 
to the resident along Fish 
Lake with items in the 
ROW advising him of the 
township’s ordinance re-
garding the issue.  

The board agreed to 
accept the Midco franchise 
agreement, which would 
bring another internet op-
tion to township residents. 
A public hearing will be 
scheduled.

A motion carried ap-
proving the final numbers 
from the budget meeting 
held Dec. 28. 

The next Clearwater 
Twp. meeting will be Feb. 
1 at 7:30 p.m.

CW TWP. from page 1

By Katherine Cantin, Staff Writer
reporter.katie@patriotnewsmn.com

Clay Wilfahrt, Big 
Lake City Administrator, 
continued his ongoing se-
ries of interviews with city 
officials, covering their job 
within the city and the chal-
lenges they face. This week, 
he interviewed Big Lake 
Fire Chief Seth Hansen. 

Hansen said that, as 
chief, he operated as “the 
CEO” of the BLFD. He 
oversees the budget and all 
other aspects of the depart-
ment.

On top of a regular full-
time job, Hansen works for 
the BLFD for about 30-35 
hours per week. A lot of the 
firefighters have full time 
jobs. This is because the de-
partment is a “pay on call” 
department: firefighters 
only get paid for the calls 
to which they respond. Still, 
it takes a lot of their time. 
They need to be available 
to answer calls at all times, 
and they have to put a lot of 
hours into continuing train-
ing. This system is pretty 
common in Minnesota. 
About 95% of fire depart-
ments are volunteer only 
or pay by call. It would be 
a strain on the city budget 
to change over to having 
only full time positions, but 
Chief Hansen said he would 
like to see the city try to 
transition maybe one or two 
positions to full time and go 
from there. 

The department covers 
a lot of territory; about 50 
square miles in Big Lake 
and Orrock. In 2020, they 
responded to 377 calls, av-

eraging a little more than 
one call per day. Most of the 
calls are not necessarily big 
house fires. The department 
will also respond to medical 
calls, car rescues, and false 
calls.

They will also help 
out surrounding communi-
ties when they have a large 
emergency, and vice versa. 
For example, the BLFD was 
present at the Northern Met-
als fire in Becker last year. 
When a call comes in, the 
911 dispatcher immediately 
contacts all the surrounding 
emergency responders in 
order to make sure someone 
is able to respond in time. 

When Mayor Paul 
Knier commented on the 
live video asking how citi-
zens could support the fire 
department, Hansen said 
that it was important for 
residents to continue to do-
nate to BLFD fundraising 
campaigns organized by the 
Big Lake Lions and the Big 
Lake Fire Auxiliary, among 
other groups. He also said 
the department would ac-
cept donations of water 
bottles and hand warmers 
to give to victims during an 
emergency, as they tend to 
go through them quickly. 

Wilfahrt and Hansen 
answered many more ques-
tions during the video, as 
well as showed off some 
of the equipment the BLFD 
uses during fires. The en-
tire video is available on 
the City of Big Lake Face-
book page. Later this month, 
Wilfahrt will be recording 
a virtual tour of the city’s 
wastewater treatment facil-
ity.

Wilfahrt interviews 
BLFD Chief Seth Hansen



By Mark Kolbinger, 
Contributing Writer

If the Becker wres-
tling team were to list three 
words that are the keys to 
the 2021 truncated sea-
son, they very well could 
be depth, depth and depth.  
Having a hungry pack of 
able bodies will be of par-
amount importance for 
the Bulldogs, as they try 
to repeat their stellar per-
formance from a year ago 
when they finished 22-2 
and were named Missis-
sippi 8 Conference Cham-
pions.

“We have 25 kids on 
the team that have varsity 
experience,” says co-head 
coach Matt Aho, in his 12th 
year leading the program.  
“We will have many dif-
ferent options when we are 
filling out the lineup card.”

Aho and long time as-
sistant Jeff Zimmer began 
sharing the head coaching 
duties a year ago.  They are 
joined by a talented group 
of assistant coaches with 
many years of experience, 
including Dustin Weege, 
Dewey Sommerdorf, Luke 
Salzer, Jaydon Grom-
mersch and Andy Saunier.

The depth factor on 
the mat will undoubtedly 
play a prominent role in 
this season’s success, as 
the team will be limited to 
16 events with each wres-
tler eligible for a total of 32 
individual matches.  Gone 
for this season are the fa-
miliar quadrangular meets 
and tournaments, replaced 
by a MSHSL mandated cap 
of three teams (triangular) 

at each competition.
“As a team, we defi-

nitely have quite a bit of ex-
perience and we hope that 
helps us to be successful,” 
says Aho, who noted the 
program is in good shape 
with 35 overall athletes out 
for the sport.  

A pair of state entrants 
from a year ago, Lukas 
Paulson and Caden De-
Wall, provide plenty of 
optimism that the Bulldogs 
can live up to the preseason 
hype.  Another state entrant 
from last year, Ethan An-
derson, will miss the action 
as he recovers from an in-
jury.

Aho says that the new 
rules and practice config-
urations brought on by 
COVID have not been a 
detriment to his team’s 
numbers or preparations.

The team uses two 
scales for weigh-ins and 
breaks practice groups into 
pods in case contact trac-
ing becomes a necessity.  
There are also plenty of op-
portunities for sanitizing, 
something the wrestling 
community is already adept 
at in order to prevent ring-
worm infections.

“We are following all 
of the guidelines and proto-
cols and the kids have been 
working extremely hard,” 
adds Aho.

While the plans for the 
post-season have not been 
released, Aho said his team 
is not wasting time worry-
ing about things outside of 
its control.  There just isn’t 
the time to do so with the 
opening match of the sea-
son slated for last Thursday 

at home versus St. Francis, 
a AAA team.

“We know some kids 
have not been able to pre-
pare for the season as they 
would have in the past, so 
our goal is to get in the best 
shape that we can with the 
time that we have,” says 
Aho.  “We are focused on 
having the best record we 
can in the dual meets and 
we will see what happens 
with the postseason.”

In the meantime, the 
depth in the practice room 
has led to some great com-

petition as the team pre-
pares its opening night 
lineup.

“We’re hoping and 
expecting to have another 
successful season,” says 
Aho.  “We’ll do our best 
and I expect we can again 
finish near the top of the 
section.”
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Have a great season, athletes!

www.hirshfields.com
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HAVE A GREAT SEASON

BULLDOGS!

www.eddies-autorepair.com 8633 Main Ave, Clear Lake

Wishing you a successful 
season Bulldogs!

PHONE: 320-743-9993

CentraCare.com

Best wishes
for a safe and

healthy season!

HAVE A GREAT 
SEASON, 

ATHLETES!

Clear Lake, MN • 320.743.2000

By Mark Kolbinger, 
Contributing Writer

The Becker Bulldogs 
gymnastics team is not 
letting the late start to the 
season affect their expecta-
tions, as they return a good 
deal of experience and have 
plans for a successful sea-
son.  With a talented and 
experienced squad ready 
for action this year, coach 
Kayla Kalinowski sees a 
bright season ahead for her 
team.

“Our goal like every 
season is to be the best 
gymnasts we can be,” says 
Kalinowski, who returns 
six letter winners from a 
year ago.  “If we can con-
tinue to improve our skills 
as the season goes on, we 
will have met our goal.”

Because the end of the 
season tournaments and 
potential state competitions 
are still to be determined, 
Kalinowski has her girls 
focused on individual im-
provements that are within 
each performer’s control.

“It sometimes seems 
hard to set goals with the 
future so uncertain” says 
Kalinowski.  “But when 
we set smaller, more spe-
cific goals along the way, 
it helps us to be successful 
and focused.”

A total of nineteen ath-
letes are out for this year’s 
team, led by a pair of All 
State performers from a 
year ago in Riley Norberg 
and Lauren Woelfel.  Join-
ing them as letter winners 
from last year are Sarah 
Woelfel, Theresa Johnson, 
Tessa Maruska and Justine 
Vilmo. 

There is also a nucleus 
of talented athletes waiting 

in the wings to add their 
own contributions to the 
effort.  Overall, it gives the 
team a great deal of experi-
ence and flexibility.

MSHSL rules allow 
the girls to begin compe-
tition on Jan. 21 and the 
Bulldogs are scheduled to 
be in North Branch that 
evening.  Gymnastics com-
petitions are starting about 
a week later than most win-

ter sports to allow for the 
girls to practice their rou-
tines and be safe doing it 
without having to rush for 
that first meet.

Kalinowski says that 
the mandated facemask rule 
for practices has not been 
an issue for her athletes and 
the girls have focused on 
enjoying their chance to be 
in the sport they love.

“These gymnasts have 

handled the face mark 
mandate amazingly,” says 
Kalinowski.  “The big-
gest challenge right now is 
making sure the gymnasts 
can hear our corrections 
through our masks.  It feels 
like we as coaches are con-
stantly yelling so they can 
hear us!”

The team has not 
named captains yet for this 
season, but Kalinowski 
already sees some great 
competition in the practice 
room that should lead to an 
overall strong performance 
once the meets commence.

“While we have a few 
returning gymnasts that 
we know will be strong 
contributors to our varsity 
scores, we also know our 
varsity competitors can 
change from week to week 
and meet to meet,” says 
the coach.  “It makes for a 
competitive but fun prac-
tice when the girls know 
varsity spots are on the line 
each week.”

Kalinowski will be 
assisted again this year by 
coach Sheena Meillier and 
they have added Heather 
Peterson to the ranks as 
well. 

“She brings a fresh, 
new coaching perspective 
to our team as well as pre-
vious judging experience 

to make our coaching staff 
that much stronger,” adds 
Kalinowski.

In terms of a lineup, 
the coach says it is too 
early to know who will 
begin competing in which 
events because they have 
been focusing on getting 
in competitive form.  How-
ever, because they have so 
many strong candidates to 
choose from, it should lead 
to a competitive season.

 “Overall, our strength 
will be our depth,” says 
Kalinowski.  “It is hard 
to know exactly what the 
event strengths will be 
right now as we are trying 
get back into gymnastics 
shape from the extended 
time off.”

Regardless of how 
the lineup shakes out, the 
coach says the girls are 
focused on trying to get 
better at each practice and 
supporting one another.

“One of my favorite 
parts of gymnastics is that 
there are so many areas to 
contribute to our team,” 
she says.  “That gives many 
kids options to be able to 
compete based off of each 
event.”

THE BECKER BULLDOG GYMNASTICS TEAM has been working hard preparing for their season opener on Jan. 21 at North 
Branch.  Pictured: Front (L to R): Emma Hennessey, Lauren Woelfel, Tessa Maruska, Sarah Woelfel, Riley Norberg, Abby Hen-
nen.  Middle: Chloe Spear, Hailey Duncombe, Cassie Larson, Theresa Johnson, Kaylyn Patnode, Bella Rick.  Back: Tori Chris-
tensen, Lauren Biegler, Justine Vilmo, Hailey Deters, Kylee Bohn, Kierra Pfingsten, Emma Monreal-Gaspar.  Not Pictured: 
Manager Allie Deters  (Patriot photo by Mark Kolbinger). 

Bulldog gymnasts ready for success

THE 2021 BECKER WRESTLING TEAM boasts 25 wrestlers with varsity experience.  Pictured are this years wrestlers, coaches and team managers (photo courtesy 
of Chris Lommel Photography).

Bulldog wrestlers hope experience translates to victories

GOOD LUCK 
BULLDOGS!

BECKER BULLDOGS



By Bill Morgan, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

The Becker Dazzlers 
Dance Team kicked off their 
2021 season Fri.,  Jan. 15 
at Monticello. Head Coach 
Nadia Fischer-Danzeisen 
continues as the team’s head 
coach with a new volunteer 
coach in Shelby Maki. 

“We’re very excited to 
have her (Maki) involved 
with our JV program,” Fisch-
er-Danzeisen said.  

Nadia’s two assistants 
from last year, Ashley Gast 
and Madison Anderson, have 
moved on to other ventures. 
The Dazzlers are comprised 
of 36 student/athletes.

“It’s been a nightmare 
trying to schedule competi-
tions since all dance compe-
titions are tournament style,” 
said Nadia. “I haven’t gone 
to a six-team or less compe-
tition in years so having to 
navigate a dual or tri-meet 
has been challenging.”

Enter COVID-19.
“The main issue we’re 

currently facing in regards 
to masks is while they’re 
competing,” said Fisch-
er-Danzeisen. “There is a 

deduction if a piece of the 
uniform comes off; and, not 
that there’s a clear deduction, 
but points will definitely be 
taken away in routine ef-
fectiveness if 
they adjust 
their masks 
while com-
peting.” 

F i s c h -
er-Danzeisen 
is concerned 
if her danc-
er’s masks do 
need to be ad-
justed in the 
middle of a 
skill for safety 
reasons, she 
asks how will 
the girls re-
spond to that 
pressure situ-
ation?

“ D a n c -
ers are also 
judged on 
their presentation so the 
fact that their masks will be 
covering most of their face 
does not bode well for scor-
ing high in that category,” 
she says. “Lastly, my other 
main concern right now is 
that there are no “time outs” 

in dance. If we need to stop 
the music because someone 
is having a hard time breath-
ing, etc. we will have to re-
start the routine without that 

person in formation.”
Overall, Nadia is  happy 

to announce that her athletes 
did great with their sessions 
with their masks on the entire 
practice. 

“We have such respect-
ful and responsible kids on 
our team,” she said. “I never 
once had to tell them to get 

their masks on, etc. As we 
transition back to in person 
after the pause, I’m sure it 
will be the same. We have 
athletes with asthma, heart 
conditions, etc. and they’ve 
all impressed me with how 
they’ve handled the adver-
sity.”

Fischer-Danzeisen says 

of her 36 dancers, she 
doesn’t designate any 
“starters” since there 
are no substitutions 
she can make in the 
middle of a compe-
tition. However, she 
has four incredible 
captains that have 
been chosen to lead 
others this season in 
seniors Skylar Kipka, 
Paige Mohs and 
Emma Proefrock and 
junior Gabby Thelen. 

The team’s goals 
every year are to have 
self-improvement on 
and off the court, an 
inward focus on the 
team, and staying 
in the moment. The 

girls will strrive for winning 
the conference, section, or 
advancing to the state tour-
nament and the head coach 
feels these goals are achiev-
able as long as the dancers 
stay disciplined when things 
get hard. 

“Last year, we won the 

conference for the first time 
in the history of the Becker 
dance team and we’d love 
nothing more than to be 
back-to-back conference 
champs,” said Nadia. 

The roster includes: 
Kaelyn Baumgarten, Layla 
Bigelow, Kaelyn Drayna, 
Gabriella Dumonceaux, 
Rylee Felton, Ashlyn Frey, 
Marissa Hook, Taryn Huber, 
Emily Huffman, Amanda 
Jonas, Sara Jonas, Skylar 
Kipka, Stephanie Kluge, 
Hayli Kotzer, Amanda 
Krenz, Claire MacMillan, 
Ashley Matvick, Lilli Melby, 
Paige Mohs, Hannah Oakes, 
Haylee Oakes, Kailey Peter-
son, Cassidy Pleoger, Natalie 
Pozorski, Ryleigh Procter, 
Emma Proefrock, Kennedy 
Riffe, Gabriella Thelen, Gra-
cie Tobako, Jenessa Tou-
louse, Ali Vieau, Melina 
Warner, Taylor Weismann, 
Amelia Weller, Wren Wil-
liams and Ally Young. 
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Call me, Kathy Nelson, for 
all your real estate needs 

612.219.8644

Good luck 
athletes in your 

upcoming 
season!

 BIG LAKE
HARDWARE HANK & RENTAL

Lake Shopping Center • Big Lake
M-F, 8 am - 8 pm; Sat., 7am - 6pm, Sun., 9 am - 5 pm

263-2019

Good Luck 
Hornet Athletes!

Get Back to the Top
SPINE CARE

320-259-4100       
StCloudOrthopedics.com

Ask for

3315 Roosevelt Rd.  
St. Cloud, MN 56301

1901 Connecticut Ave S. 
Sartell, MN 56377

320-259-4100       
StCloudOrthopedics.com

We know life is meant to be actively enjoyed. 
That’s why we’re so dedicated to helping you 
move with ease once again. For expert 
treatment options from people who truly 
care, ask for St. Cloud Orthopedics.

16991 198th Ave NW 
Big Lake, MN 55309
763-263-6350

Convenient morning and evening hours
Doctor-owned, locally loved
Good luck this season, Hornets and Bulldogs!

Big Lake

parkdental.com

Online scheduling 
now available!

By Mark Kolbinger, 
Contributing Writer

Entering his eighth sea-
son as head coach, Josh Ihrke 
expects his team to push the 
tempo of the game more than 
they have done in recent years.

“We will be a young 
team and we will look to in-
crease our pace of play,” says 
Ihrke, who notes that his team 
is guard heavy and lacks over-
all height.  “Our kids are very 
strong and athletic so we will 
try and utilize our strengths.”

Speaking to his team’s 
historical lack of height, Ihrke 
laughs and jokes that there 
seems to be a lot of six foot tall 
“linebacker” dads in Becker.

“We just don’t get the 
height like some of the other 
teams in the area,” says Ihrke.

The Bulldogs return four 
letter winners from a year ago, 
meaning that many of the im-
pactful minutes will be going 
to players seeing their first var-
sity action.  Nick Knute, Eric 
Seavert and Brady Paumen 
will be looked upon early to 
lead the team with their expe-
rience from a year ago.

There are also a few in-
juries the team will need to 
overcome.

Carter Callahan saw 
plenty of action last year on 
the court, and he is expected 
back from a football injury 
some time in February. Mean-
while, transfer Malachai Cot-
ton was injured in practice 
and will most likely miss the 
season.

Ihrke says it is possible 
the team might start just one 
senior, while several sopho-
mores are expected to be in 
the mix for having their names 
called during introductions.

“We are going to be very 
inexperienced early, but the 

positive side is that it has been 
very competitive in practice 
and the guys are competing 
hard for playing time,” says 
Ihrke.  “We will play with a 
team concept and any num-
ber of the guys are capable of 
putting up 15-20 points on any 
given night.”

Ihrke mentioned several 
names as being in the mix 
to contribute minutes for the 
team, including Alex Weiss, 
Hayden Harmoning, Landon 
Goebel, Ryan Bengtson and 
Nick Berglund.

Although the season start 
has been delayed and many of 
the summer and fall leagues 
were shortened, the coach 
does see a positive impact 
coming from the COVID re-
strictions.

“It has helped to place a 
value on the development of 
individual skills,” says Ihrke.  
“A large majority of our guys 
showed the commitment to 
put in time in their driveways, 
and our ball movement and 
areas like passing in practice 
have been really good.”

When it comes to the 
Mississippi 8 Conference and 
Section play, parity seems to 
be the most often used term 
to describe the upcoming sea-
son.  While Princeton returns 
the most players from a year 
ago and might be considered 
a slight favorite, he says there 
are a number of teams that can 
be expected to be in the mix.

“I think it’s wide open,” 
says Ihrke.  “From Big Lake 
to Monticello and even our 
guys, I think it will be compet-
itive and there will be overall 
balance.”

Becker is scheduled to 
open play Thursday night 
with a matchup against Das-
sel-Cokato and on Friday they 
will be in North Branch.  The 

team currently has 18 games 
on the schedule, as that is the 
maximum allowed this year.  
If a state tournament were to 
happen, the season would end 
the first week in April.

While attendance in the 
gymnasium is limited, Ihrke 
expects all of the games to be 
live streamed and says fans 
can check the activities web-
site for details.

As far as the mask man-
date that is guiding this sea-
son, the coach says his players 
have responded well. 

“In my opinion, it’s like 
training at high altitude,” 
says Ihrke, referring to the re-
covery time for playing with 
masks.  “After a few days our 
kids seemed to be adjusting to 
it.  Really our athletes are just 
excited to play and to get to 
have a season and a sense of 
normalcy.”

Helping Ihrke with the 
coaching duties this year in 
grades 9-12 will be Justin Lil-
jequist, Troy Paumen, Ryan 
Seavert, Jon Crowley and 
Robert Hoekstra.

The coaches have been 
busy adjusting practice plans 
to comply with the 25 players 
per pod guidelines, but Ihrke 
says his team’s effort and flex-
ibility has been excellent.

“We have had to adjust 
our practices a bit from our 
normal routines,” he says. 
“But our early practices and 
the enthusiasm of the kids 
has me excited that we can 
compete with any of the other 
teams.”

In other words, if the 
younger Bulldogs gain experi-
ence and get their injured play-
ers back, Becker just might be 
the team that no one wants to 
face come playoff time.

Bulldog boy cagers look for tempo

THE BECKER LADY BULLDOGS BASKETBALL TEAM has lofty expectations for a wildly successful season.  Pictured (front 
from left): Liz Mackedanz, Julia Bengtson, Megan Gamble, Ayla Brown, Adeline Kent and Alayna Lindquist.  Back: Lexi Rose, 
Evelyn Kreft, Whitney Schug, Dani Nuest, Courtney Nuest, Jackie Yoerg and Maren Westin.  Not pictured: coaches Dan Baird, 
Dom Squires, Scott Gudmundson, Hokan Bengtson, Alyssa Stevens. (Patriot photo by Mark Kolbinger).

Becker Lady Bulldogs could 
be offensive juggernaut

THE 2021 BECKER DAZZLERS DANCE TEAM consists of:  (In no particular order) Kaelyn Baumgarten, Layla Bige-
low, Kaelyn Drayna, Gabriella Dumonceaux, Rylee Felton, Ashlyn Frey, Marissa Hook, Taryn Huber, Emily Huffman, 
Amanda Jonas, Sara Jonas, Skylar Kipka, Stephanie Kluge, Hayli Kotzer, Amanda Krenz, Claire MacMillan, Ashley 
Matvick, Lilli Melby, Paige Mohs, Hannah Oakes, Haylee Oakes, Kailey Peterson, Cassidy Pleoger, Natalie Pozorski, 
Ryleigh Procter, Emma Proefrock, Kennedy Riffe, Gabriella Thelen, Gracie Tobako, Jenessa Toulouse, Ali Vieau, Me-
lina Warner, Taylor Weismann, Amelia Weller, Wren Williams and Ally Young.. (Submitted Photo).

Dazzlers not masking 
their excitement for 2021

By Mark Kolbinger, 
Contributing Writer

Sometimes, a high school 
coach with a solid team needs 
to temper expectations to 
guard against complacency 
and over-confidence.  Don’t 
count Becker Bulldog girls 
basketball coach Dan Baird 
as one of those coaches.  He’s 
back for his fifth season in 
charge and everyone associ-
ated with the team knows that 
there is the potential for this 
team to be one of the best in 
the state regardless of class 
affiliation.

“We are super deep and 
we are going to be really 
good,” says Baird, noting that 
it is not arrogance that leads 
him to say that, but instead the 
quality of his players.  “We 
have 13 quality players and 
we can utilize our depth to 
press full court and dictate the 
style of play.”

One of the most difficult 
challenges facing Baird will 
be to find minutes for all of the 
players, as he believes at least 
eight are capable of starting.  
In fact, Becker’s second team 
likely is good enough to defeat 
opponents.

A year ago, Becker was 
a force on both ends of the 
floor and despite being a rela-
tively young team, made it all 
the way to the eve of the state 
championship before COVID 
forced the cancelation of the 
game.  So what does that 

mean for this year?
“Last year we averaged 

78 points per game which was 
a state record,” says Baird.  
“This year, we’re even better 
and while we would never try 
to run up the score on an op-
ponent, the girls we bring off 
the bench are extremely good 
players as well.”

The depth and talent 
doesn’t come by accident, but 
instead because nearly every 
player on the roster spends a 
great deal of time working on 
her game.

Last summer, the girls 
participated in a variety of 
basketball events and as a 
team were able to defeat some 
of the much larger metro 
teams, including Wayzata 
and STMA.  This happened 
despite the team not having 
much overall height.

“Our goal is always to 
try and dictate the tempo of 
the game,” says Baird.  “This 
year, we want to be known as 
a top five team in the state re-
gardless of class.”

In years past, Baird has 
exposed his team to the top 
competition in the state by 
scheduling the best teams he 
could find, even in Class 4A.  
This year, that will be more 
difficult as the team will miss 
out on many of the non-con-
ference games and can have 
a total of 16 games according 
to MSHSL guidelines. That 
means the team will play most 
games against Mississippi 8 

Conference opponents, many 
of whom graduated their top 
players a year ago.

Baird plans to use the 
shortened season as the mo-
tivation for his players to be 
ready to play every game.

“We really want to be the 
best team we can be,” says 
Baird.  “We also want to win 
the last game we are allowed 
to play.”

The girls will open play 
Friday night at home versus 
the North Branch Vikings.  
Statewide, the basketball 
community has focused a lot 
of time debating the new mask 
mandate for basketball play-
ers.  So with just two weeks to 
prepare and all of the distrac-
tions, how does Baird expect 
it to go? 

“This is not a team that 
complains and the girls just 
don’t make excuses,” says 
Baird.  “As a program, we 
work on things like a growth 
mindset, we are goal oriented 
and I love our work ethic 
so we are going to focus on 
playing the best basketball we 
can.”

If that happens, and the 
Bulldogs focus on the game 
and use their depth, it could 
translate into a performance 
worthy of the label juggernaut.  
The Becker Lady Bulldogs 
could be an inexorable force 
that crushes whatever is in its 
path.



By Bill Morgan, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

The Big Lake Hornet 
boys basketball team began 
their 2021 season Thursday 
at home against Delano. 
Head Coach Tom Critchley 
has 19 student/athletes par-
ticipating in his program and 
the team hopes to improve 
from its 5-20 record of 2019-
20.

Their team motto this 
year is “Play As One.”

Critchley lost three se-
niors to graduation from last 
year’s team and hopes his 
tall and youthful squad sur-
prises a lot of teams.

Tyler Halvorson is 
Critchley’s assistant with 
Sam Dokkebakken coaching 
JV, Nick Schaub coaching 
10th and Chuck McConnel 
coaching 9th. It’s an entirely 
new coaching staff for the 
program with McConnel 
being the only holdover from 
last year. 

“Tyler and Sam played 
for Big Lake in 2014 and are 
great additions,” said Critch-
ley.

COVID-19 has thrown 
a wrench in things as the 

team begins practices and 
prepares for games. The state 
and MSHSL have ruled for 
basketball players to wear 
masks at all times during 
practices and games and 
even on the benches. Despite 
the “problems” with wearing 
a mask at all times (breathing 
normally, seeing, communi-
cating, etc.), Critchley says 
his kids are on board.

“We are going to adjust 
by wearing them (masks) the 
correct way and get used to 
them as quickly as possible,” 
said Cricthley.  “I actually 
have players tell me they are 
afraid of COVID-19 and pre-
fer to play in a mask.  This 
is a requirement to play and 
is better than the alternative 
which is no season.”

So far, Critchley hasn’t 
had too much blowback 
from parents or players in 
regards to wearing the face 
protection.

“I believe we lost one 
freshmen boy who decided 
not to play,” he said.  “I 
have had only one email in 
regards to having to wear 
the masks.”

The biggest problem 
for Critchley and his coach-

ing staff will be “reading” his 
athletes.

“It is tough to see their 
faces as well as for players 

to hear instructions  or other 
communications from their 

teammates,” he said.
 Critchley will be 

working through practices to 
determine who will be his 
starting five, but he hasn’t 
completely settled on who 
those players will be just yet.

“Typically I always say 
that and it would be ‘coach 
speak’, but coming into a 
new program we will con-
tinue to evaluate (players) on 
a daily basis,” he said.

His captains are  seniors 
Jack Iverson, Wyatt Wind-
horst and Will Boeckman.

With the season on the 
cusp and playoff’s future “up 
in the air” due to COVID 
restrictions and mandates, 
Cricthley and his boys are 
just glad to be back on the 
court, listening to dribbling 
basketballs and  squeaking 
tennis shoes.

“I believe we will have a 
state tournament, our goal is 
to be a top three seed and get 
to the championship game of 
the section,” he said.   

As long as they “Play as 
One”.
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BIG LAKE POLICE
790 Minnesota Ave.

Big Lake, MN
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Deputy Chief Matthew Hayen
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(7:30am-4:00pm)
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Check us out on Facebook.com, Twitter and Nextdoor.com

BIG LAKE HORNETS

By Bill Morgan, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

The 2021 Big Lake girls 
basketball season kicked 
off this Friday at Chisago 
Lakes. The Hornets have a 
new coach at the helm, new-
comer Reyan Robinson — a 
former Becker Bulldog star 
and SCSU cager.

With COVID-19 hang-
ing over their heads, the sea-
son’s practices and games 
will have a whole new look 
to them.

“It is going to be dif-
ferent but we are just so 
thankful to be back on the 
court together and will try 
and make the most of it,” 
said Robinson of the mask 
mandate.

Does she worry about 
their health? 

“With basketball being 
such an endurance sport, the 
obvious concern is about 
their breathing,” Robinson 
said.  “Especially those with 
asthma already.  We have al-
ready talked as coaches, and 
it’s just going to be another 
thing we are aware of and 
make sure the kids’ health 

and wellbeing are taken care 
of before anything else.”

Though Robinson 
doesn’t see a shortage of 
players this season due to 
the restrictions, she under-
stands how some kids may 
have changed their minds 
about joining the club be-
cause of the fear associated 

with being masked or the 
fear of contracting COVID-
19.

“I imagine if there were 
any (players) on the fence 
it might be something that 
deterred them from coming 
out,” she said. “I haven’t 
heard too much from par-
ents, unfortunately this is 

just the time we’re living 
in.  Everyone seems to have 
the attitude of ‘if this is what 
we have to do to play, we’ll 
do it’ and I couldn’t agree 
more.” 

Robinson says the sit-
uation is not ideal, but her 
kids can finally be on the 
court together again, so all 

is good. 
One of the biggest chal-

lenges Robisnon will have 
in her first year will be com-
munication.

“Just not being able to 
hear each other, not being 
able to see frustration on 
their faces, (will be diffi-
cult),” she says.  “Not seeing 
their smiles when something 
funny happens.  It’s a com-
munication barrier and it 
will be hard.”

Robinson has been 
working hard with the girls 

to set a steady starting five 
and she is looking to her 
four seniors, Mia Huberty, 
Hailey Millam, Caela Tighe 
and Claire Petersen to play 
large roles. Huberty, Millam 
and Tighe were named Rob-
inson’s captains for the year.

Robinson will get help 
from her assistant coaches, 
Amanda Chesness, who will 
head up the JV team and Ka-
rissa Welle, who will handle 
the C-Squad.

“My team goals for this 
year is to be better each day 
and to be playing our best 
basketball as a team by the 
time our season ends, what-
ever that looks like,” said 
Robinson.

The roster includes: 
Mia Huberty (12), Hailey 
Millam (12), Caela Tighe 
(12), Ava Visnor (12), 
Claire Petersen (12), Olivia 
Stockham (11), Emily Steen 
(11), Makayla Hintz (11), 
Jessie Moyer (10), Emma 
Jacobs (10), Rylie Stern-
quist (9), Lexi Moen (9) and 
Kadyn Dilger (9).

THE 2021 BIG LAKE HORNET GIRLS BASKETBALL TEAM consists of:  (In no particular order) Mia Huberty, Hailey Millam, 
Caela Tighe, Ava Visnor, Claire Petersen, Olivia Stockham, Emily Steen, Makayla Hintz , Jessie Moyer, Emma Jacobs, Rylie 
Sternquist, Lexi Moen and Kadyn Dilger. (Submitted Photo).

Hornet cagers have new head coach in Reyan Robinson

NEW HORNET GIRLS BASKETBALL 
COACH Reyan Robinson. (Submitted 
Photo).

THE BIG LAKE HORNET BOYS BASKETBALL TEAM consists of (in numerical order), Ryker Stukenholtz, Trevor Maruska, 
Tre Gordy, Kyle Segner, Riley Siegrist, Wyatt Windhorst, Tyler Beach, Mitchell Spanier, Kade Layton, Will Boeckman, Hayden 
Thieke, Mitchell Hill, Johnathon O’Brien, Owen Layton, Isaac Flicker, Tyler Gangnon, Jack Iverson, Carson Kunz and Isaiah 
Terlinden. (Submitted Photo).

Hornets hope to win a lot and “Play As One”
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Good Luck Athletes! 

By Bill Morgan, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

Big Lake’s gymnastics 
team is gearing up for the 
regular season which starts 
with a meet at Cambridge 
Isanti January 21. 

Last year, the Big Lake 
gymnastics team took the 
state championship on Feb-
ruary 21 at Roy Wilkins 
Auditorium in St Paul with 
a team score of 146.825. It 
was the school’s first team 
state championship since 
the gymnastics team last 
won state in 2000. 

The Hornets also had 
four individuals compete 
in the individual state 
meet the next day at Roy 
Wilkins. Those athletes 
were, Izzy Breitkreutz, Lola 
Visci, Britney Krumrei and 
Megan Swanson.

While COVID-19 is 
playing a key role in win-
ter activities at schools 
throughout the state, Big 
Lake Co-Head Coach 
Lanny Goldsmith is sure it 
won’t interfere too much 
with unifying his team.

“Our kids have adapted 
well to wearing masks,” he 
said. “Unlike some other 
sports, we are allowed to 
remove our masks at times 
for the safety of our athletes 
while performing certain 
skills or routines.” 

“Sure it makes com-
munication more difficult 
and breathing at times can 
be harder, but it’s what we 
have to do in order to have 
a season.” 

Goldsmith says his 
girls are just excited to be 
training together again and 
can’t wait for meets to start.

Goldsmith’s other co-
coach is Nikki Dilbert-Col-
lison and their assistants are  

Kris Kitzman and Kacey 
Skarhus.

This year’s captains 
are: Kennadie Ell, Claire 
John and Grace Kluk. 

Kluk, Ell, Lola Visci 
and Britney Krumrei will 
be solid varsity compet-
itors after competing on 
the team’s state champion-
ship team last season. Not 
only did the Hornets win 
the MSHSL Class A state 
meet last year but they also 
won the Class A True Team 
state meet as well. JV and 
Varsity each took first place 
in the Mississippi 8 Confer-
ence. 

Visci and Krumrei are 
expected to have a chance 
to medal this year if the 
MSHSL has a state tour-
nament. Katie Goracke, 
Hannah Horvath and Grace 
McCrone were strong JV 
competitors on the 2019-
20 team and should have 
opportunities to offer depth 
to Hornet lineups this year. 

“We are excited to see 

girls step up and take on 
some new roles after grad-
uating four girls last year,” 
said Goldsmith. “Because 
only 12 girls get to compete 
between varsity and JV and 
we have 22 girls, there will 
be some good competition 
for spots in our lineups.”

Goldsmith says the 
coach’s goals are to build a 
strong, tough-minded team 
that is ready to compete and 
improve every day. 

“As a team our goals 
are to repeat as conference, 
section and state champi-
ons, if we are allowed to 
have postseason meets,” 
Goldsmith says.  

“We have a hard work-
ing and talented group of 
girls who have experienced 
success and are hungry for 
more!”

The roster includes: 
Kaelyn Dietz 8, Ava East-
man 8, Allie Goracke 
8, Allie Lu 8, Amber 
Grunewald 9, Ava Heinen 
9, Samantha Merten 9, 

Tia Neadeau 9, Lola Visci 
9, Maddy Farnsworth 10, 
Katie Goracke 10, Autumn 
Grunewald 10, Britney 
Krumrei 10, Grace Mc-
Crone 10, Breanna Ziembo 
10, Kennadie Ell 11, Grace 
Gardner 11, Hannah Hor-
vath 11, Claire John 11, 
Taylor Screifels 11, Grace 
Kluk 12 and Jolie Nehwah 
12 .

THE 2021 BIG LAKE HORNET GIRLS GYMNASTICS TEAM. (In no particular order): Kaelyn Dietz, Ava Eastman, Allie Go-
racke, Allie Lu, Amber Grunewald, Ava Heinen, Samantha Merten, Tia Neadeau, Lola Visci, Maddy Farnsworth, Katie Goracke, 
Autumn Grunewald, Britney Krumrei, Grace McCrone, Breanna Ziembo, Kennadie Ell, Grace Gardner, Hannah Horvath, Claire 
John, Taylor Screifels, Grace Kluk and Jolie Nehwah 12. (Photo by Paul Krumrei).

Hornets looking to repeat

By Bill Morgan, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

During the Big Lake 
Hornet Dance Team’s first 
week of practice, Head 
Coach Kayla Kleinsteuber 
encouraged all of the dancers 
to choose their own quote that 
will serve as motivation for 
the upcoming season. 

“I also shared my motto 
for this season, ‘historical 
times, historical results,’” said 
Kleinsteuber. 

“We will do all that we 
can to overcome adversity 
and keep a positive attitude 
because we have goals to 
accomplish and motivation 
is greater than any obsta-
cle,” she continued. “We 
are shooting for the highest 
scores our team has seen in 
over a decade — an accom-
plishment that was achieved 
last season. We are also fo-
cusing on success within our 
conference. With close scores 
among all teams and shifting 
placements last season, we 
are hoping to climb the lad-
der!”

Kleinsteuber’s team 
consists of Jessica Sandberg, 
Madison Klatt, Kylie Veld-
huizen, Sydney Marotz, Izzy 
Swinehart, Emma Berner, 
Tristian Hill, Emma Kuchera, 
Rowan Payne, Grace John, 
Josa Vizenor, Emma Forpahl, 
April Gerth, Calissa Pishney, 
Jayden O’Brien, Makhyla 
Schmidt, Madeline Peterson 
and Lauren Bagne.

Team Manager is Lilly 

St. Jean.
The Hornet’s first com-

petition was a jazz conference 
meet Jan. 15 at St. Francis 
High School. They faced off 
against St. Francis, Monti-
cello, Becker, Chisago Lakes 
and North Branch.

Kleinsteuber’s girls were 
able to organize one week of 

in-person practice in Novem-
ber before there was another 
delay in the season due to 
the governor’s orders. The 
dancers had optional summer 
practices where they were re-
quired to wear masks so they 
have adapted to the change 
and did well adjusting earlier 
this year. 

“There are protocols in 
place to keep everyone safe 
such as social distancing, 
requiring everyone to wash 
their hands before and after 
practice, wearing masks for 
the entire duration of practice 
(with the exception of danc-
ing full out),” said the head 
coach. “Parents, coaches, and 

dancers are aware that we 
must all equally do our part in 
order to keep everyone safe 
and everyone has complied 
accordingly.”

While wearing masks 
can make it more difficult for 
the athletes and coaches to 
communicate and hear one 
another, Kleinsteuber has had 
all her dancers try and focus 
on being the best listeners 
they can be and respectful of 
one another when someone 
else is speaking to ensure a 
proper exchange of commu-
nication.

This is Kleinsteuber’s 
third year as the head coach 
of the team and is also the 
third consecutive year Me-
lissa VanHofwegen has been 
the assistant coach.

THE 2021 BIG LAKE HORNET GIRLS DANCE TEAM consists of:  (In no particular order) Jessica Sandberg, Madison Klatt, 
Kylie Veldhuizen, Sydney Marotz, Izzy Swinehart, Emma Berner, Tristian Hill, Emma Kuchera, Rowan Payne, Grace John, Josa 
Vizenor, Emma Forpahl, April Gerth, Calissa Pishney, Jayden O’Brien, Makhyla Schmidt, Madeline Peterson and Lauren Bagne. 
(Submitted Photo).

Hornet dancers motivated for big season

By Bill Morgan, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

Head Coach Ryan 
Prom’s Big Lake Hornet 
wrestling team kicked off 
their 2021 season with 
competition Thursday in 
Princeton against Albany. 
Fortunately, wrestling is 
one of the few sports this 
winter season not required 
to wear masks for practices 
or competitions. But there 
are still challenges for the 
coaching staff.

“Once we start prac-
ticing, athletes can remove 
the facemasks,” said Prom. 
“We are limited to 25 ath-
letes in the room and they 
have to be in pods. This is 
a major change and it will 
not allow athletes to switch 
partners during practice.”

Big Lake’s “starting 
lineup” for varsity is deter-
mined by wrestle-offs and 
coaches decisions. All the 
athletes from all levels can 
particiapte to earn a spot in 
each weight class.

Prom has two of his 
captains from last year re-
turning in Jayden Mclearen 
(12th grade) and Christian 
Noble (11th grade). Over-
all, he expects to have 25 
athletes in grades 9-12 to 
instruct, prepare, coach and 
train.

Justin Nelson and Matt 
Nelson return as assistant 
coaches with Prom. 

“They bring a wealth 
of wrestling knowledge to 
the practice room,” said 
Prom. “Having them is an 
asset to the wrestlers and 
the program.”

Scheduling games has 
been a nightmare for the 
MSHSL and activities di-
rectors at every school and 
playoffs and tournaments 
beyond the regular season 

are always in ques-
tion as long as 

C O V I D -
19 is still around, but 
Prom and his student/ath-
letes are taking things one 
day at a time.

“The team is just grate-
ful that we are going to be 
able to have a season,” he 
said. “Our goals really do 
not change from year to 
year. We want to have fun, 
work hard and to improve 
throughout the season and 
be peaking as the postsea-
son starts, so we can qual-
ify as many wrestlers to the 
state tournament as possi-
ble.” 

Prom says he has ad-
opted the Minnesota Wres-
tling Coaches Association 
motto for his team,  Adapt 
and Adjust. 

“I think we will need 
patience and flexibility 
as we navigate these un-
charted waters,” he said.

Hornet wrestlers 
hope to adapt and 
adjust for 2021

GOOD LUCK 
HORNETS!
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various sizes by the column inch, 
half-page or full-page spreads. 
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publisher to get extra services at 
no additional cost, such as color 

printing, design assistance, a 
slightly large ad or inclusion of 
your ad in the publisher’s other 
products, such as magazines 

or brochures.

OPTIONS AND 
EXTRAS

Local newspapers offer 
small-business owners a 
wide range of advertising 
options that can fit nearly 

any budget. Options 
include small 1-inch-
square classified ads, 
column ads in various 

sizes by the column inch, 
half-page or full-page 
spreads. You can also 

negotiate with a publisher 
to get extra services at 
no additional cost, such 
as color printing, design 

assistance, a slightly large 
ad or inclusion of your ad 

in the publisher’s other 
products, such as 

magazines or brochures.

OPTIONS AND EXTRAS
Local newspapers offer small-business owners a wide range of 

advertising options that can fit nearly any budget. Options include 
small 1-inch-square classified ads, column ads in various sizes by 
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negotiate with a publisher to get extra services at no additional 

cost, such as color printing, design assistance, a slightly large ad 
or inclusion of your ad in the publisher’s other products, such as 

magazines or brochures.

OPTIONS AND EXTRAS
Local newspapers offer small-business owners a wide 

range of advertising options that can fit nearly any 
budget. Options include small 1-inch-square classified 

ads, column ads in various sizes by the column inch, 
half-page or full-page spreads. You can also negotiate 
with a publisher to get extra services at no additional 

cost, such as color printing, design assistance, a 
slightly large ad or inclusion of your ad in the 

publisher’s other products, such as 
magazines or brochures.

OPTIONS AND EXTRAS
Local newspapers offer small-business owners a wide range of advertising options that can fit nearly any budget. 
Options include small 1-inch-square classified ads, column ads in various sizes by the column inch, half-page or 
full-page spreads. You can also negotiate with a publisher to get extra services at no additional cost, such as color 

printing, design assistance, a slightly large ad or inclusion of your ad in the publisher’s other products, such as 
magazines or brochures.

NOTE:
The Patriot 

reached out to 
the Becker/Big 

Lake Hockey 
coach to par-
ticipate, but 

got no 
response
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