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By Don Bellach, 
Contributing Writer

This reporter decided 
to brave the wind and cold 
to discover what resolutions 
people planned to make for 
the new year. 

I chose to spend the 
noon hour at Dueling Brews 
in Becker. It was Sat., Dec. 
20, and the most common 
response to my question 
about their New Y ear’s 
resolution was, “I haven’t 
thought about it yet.”

D ueli ng B rew s Staf f
While ordering a Gin-

gerbread Chai, I asked 
the busy staff about their 
upcoming resolutions, 
which ignited a conversa-
tion amongst themselves. 
Manager Jimmy Pudlick 
shared that he tries not to 
make them because “he’s 
sad when he breaks them.”  
He turned and chided Ray 
Clark, who was working 
the drive-thru, to tell him 
to resolve to score a goal 
this year. Then, everyone 
laughed and said his goal 
should be to be nicer to all 
his employees.

Courtney Gass wanted 
to be more present, Jada 

Soltau vowed to resolve 
to be more patient. They 
both suggested to Payton 
Treptau that she should 
increase her vertical in the 
upcoming year. Payton 
plays volleyball and agreed. 
Ray decided to work more 
next year.

I ntrosp ec ti ve  
Persp ec ti ve

John and Tricia Han-
dorff of Big Lake were 
seated at the bar and said it 
was too early to think about 
resolutions, but with a little 
prodding offered this. “Do 
less drinking, lose some 
weight,” said John.

Tricia said, “Work less, 
travel more.” 

John agreed, saying, 

“I’m not going to argue 
with the wife. If she’s doing 
it, I’m doing it too.”

As we spoke further, 
they became more reflec-
tive, sharing that the older 
they got, the less material 
things mattered to them. 
They both decided to re-
solve to spend more time 
with family and their grand-

children.
Q ui t M ak i ng 
R esoluti ons
Justina Hendrick from 

Sauk Rapids was visiting 
Dueling Brews because she 
has been thinking about 
opening a coffee shop her-
self. She does not make res-
olutions, sharing, “If you’re 
thinking about tomorrow, 
you’re missing what is hap-
pening right now.”

John and Linda Dickes 
traveled from Ramsey to 
end up at their favorite 
coffee shop. They were 
finishing their Christmas 
shopping and out delivering 
presents.

John explained, “We 
used to (make resolutions), 
but as we’ve gotten older, 
we’ve stopped.” 

In the past, they re-
solved to be healthier and 
set goals for themselves, 
but never really succeeded 
in any of them, forgetting 
about them a few months 
later. Life always seemed to 
get in the way for them, and 
maybe that is what prevents 
us all from fulfilling our 
New Y ear’s resolutions. 
We get busy living the lives 
we have.

THE STAFF AT DUELING BREWS (BOTTOM PHOTO) Jada Soltau, Payton Treptau, Jimmy 
Pudlick, Courtney Gass, and Ray Clark. Top left photo, John and Tricia Handorffand top right 
photo, John and Linda Dickes. (Patriot Photos by Don Bellach).

IT’S (NOT) TOO EARLY (OR 
LATE) TO BE THINKING ABOUT 
NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTIONS

By Mary Nehring, 
Contributing Writer

The Becker Ameri-
can Legion Post 193 again 
played host to the annual 
Community Christmas Eve 
Dinner, serving up a tradi-
tional meal of turkey and all 
the fi[ings. 

Bill’s Family Foods 
from Becker played an in-
tegral part in helping pro-
vide the food, while Becker 
Legion First V ice-Com-

mander Mark Swanson, and 
his wife Helen, once again 
provided their food prepa-
ration and serving talents.  

Mark’s brother Tim, 
visiting from Boston, lent 
his expert turkey carving 
skills to the effort, while 
Mayor Mark Kolbinger 
and his wife, Kelly, helped 
serve the meal to the ap-
proximately 60 community 
members who came for 
food and fellowship.

CHRISTMAS DINNER HELPERS WERE: (Left to right), Helen 
Swanson, Kelly Kolbinger, Benton-Sherburne American Legion 
Commander Bill Hannay, Mark Swanson, Mark Kolbinger, and 
Tim Swanson. (Submitted Photo).

Becker Legion 
hosts annual 
Christmas Dinner By Ken Francis, 

Contributing Writer

The Sherburne County 
Board last week approved 
a two-year pilot commuter 
bus service agreement to 
replace the NorthStar Com-
muter Rail service.

The board approved 
the concept in early 
October. The bus ser-
vice is expected to 
use the current Metro 
Transit fare of $ 3.25, 
and use the Metro 
Transit passes for easy 
transition from North-
star. It will be less than 
the current NorthStar 
fares of $ 6.25 from 
Big Lake and $ 4.75 
from Elk River.

Under the pro-
gram, the Metro-
politan Council will 
operate commuter ex-
press bus service be-
tween Big Lake, Elk 
River and downtown 
Minneapolis. The state will 
reimburse the Met Council 
under a separate joint pow-
ers contract.  

Sherburne County will 
subsequently reimburse the 
state 50 percent of the oper-
ating costs invoiced under 
the joint powers contract 

for the commuter express 
bus service.

The pilot project with 
both MnDOT and Met 
Council will begin January 
5, 2026 and extend until 
Dec. 31, 2027. The coun-
ty’s share, approximately 
$ 550,000, will be funded 
with Local Option Sales 

Tax, the same funds that 
were used for operation and 
maintenance of NorthStar 
Commuter Rail.

W i ne Bar Permi t
After a 45-minute dis-

cussion last week, the board 
decided to delay a decision 

regarding a conditional use 
permit (CUP) for a wine bar 
in Santiago Twp.

At issue was the sta-
tus of an existing CUP for 
a farm-related business - a 
wine bar.

At a long meeting in 
November, the Sherburne 
County Planning Commis-

sion voted to recom-
mend revoking the 
permit, citing a num-
ber of violations to 
the conditions of the 
permit. Those viola-
tions included hav-
ing cars leaving the 
property after busi-
ness hours, having 
live music on site, 
posting an additional 
sign and surpassing 
the total number of 
vehicles allowed on 
site.

The board de-
bated whether to 
amend the terms of 
the CUP or revoke 
the permit.

They eventually agreed 
to send the issue back to the 
planning commission to 
modify a number of condi-
tions based on the board’s 

Commuter bus service 
to begin in January
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Editorials - News - Obituaries
Letters To The Editor

T O  T H E  E D I T O R :
If your workplace ran like 
Congress, it would be out of 
business and you’d be fired�
prosecuted. Congress earns 
$ 174,000+  a year, receive 
72%  taxpayer-subsidized 
health insurance, qualify for 
pensions after JUST 5 years 
(on top of SS), and spend 
only 170– 173 days in session, 
while most Americans work 
250+  days. That’s before free 
“gov” travel (including inter-
national), parking, subsidized 
gyms, and taxpayer-funded 
office staffs costing millions.
From 1997– 2018, Congress 
paid $ 17.6 million from a 
special Treasury settlement 
fund to resolve Capitol Hill 
workplace disputes, in-
cluding sexual harassment. 
Taxpayers pay. Details stay 
sealed. In the 2024 cycle, 
Tom Emmer raised over $ 8.1 
million, just 6.1%  from small 

donors, with the rest coming 
from PACs, AIPAC-aligned 
groups, and large contributors 
on top of his taxpayer-funded 
salary and $ 1.3M+  office 
budget. We see every day 
that Congress votes in the in-
terest of their financiers, not 
the people. Our government 
is riddled with fraud, pedo-
philes, and rapists. We must 
unite to clean house!  Con-
gress points fingers, :e the 
People pay the price. They 
still get paid even during 
shutdowns they’re supposed 
to prevent. STOP pointing 
fingers� (very side is guilty� 
Education, scrutiny, diverse 
media, and voting are needed. 
We the People deserve better 
but we must take action and 
demand it.
Vanessa D av enp ort
Bi g  L ak e,  M N

A Small Victory
Ever since my wife, 

Rita and I started metal de-
tecting back in 2020, we’ve 
tried to research places 
where we could take a short 
vacation and bring along 
our detecting equipment.

That’s one way to con-
tinue detecting when the 
cold and snow in Minnesota 
makes it difficult, if not im-
possible, to detect.

A few years back we 
took a trip to Arizona in 
March. We enjoyed the 
warm weather and managed 
to come home with a few 
coins and pieces of jewelry. 
It was snowing when we 
got back, so chances were 
pretty good our trip was the 
only way we could have de-
tected back then.

This year has been dif-
ferent. We didn’t plan a trip 
to a warm weather place. 
And the cold and snow 
started earlier than usual. 
Temperatures dipped below 
freezing before Thanks-
giving. We’ve had a few 
sub-zero evenings, and the 
ground has been frozen and 
covered with snow since 
then, too.

Just before Christmas I 
was looking through the log 
book we use to record our 
detecting information. It 
lists the date, location and 
the things we found.

As I paged back to the 
beginning of 2024, I no-
ticed that I was able to do at 
least some detecting during 
every month of that year. 
That’s a pretty good ac-
complishment, considering 
Minnesota weather condi-
tions.  

This year (2025), I was 
able to detect in the winter 
months of January, Febru-
ary and March, even with 
the cold and frozen ground.

As I continued looking 

through the book, I noticed 
that the last log entry was 
November 25, two days 
before Thanksgiving, but 
nothing for December.    

I didn’t want to ruin 
my streak of detecting (and 
finding something) in every 
month of the year, so with 
just a few days left in the 
December, I started going 
through the log book.

Every park would 
be covered in snow. The 
only places that would be 
plowed were parking lots. 
Then I saw it - Q uarry Park 
in St. Cloud. The park-
ing lot there was dirt and 
gravel, and lots of people 
use the ski trails there when 
it snows. So there was a 
chance someone might 
have dropped something in 
the parking lot.

The temperature the 
day after Christmas reached 
35 degrees, so I drove to the 
park, took out my detector 
and hoped for the best. 
About 20 minutes later 
I had a signal. I chiseled 
through about a half-inch 
of frozen slush and found 
my target - a penny. I went 
home a few hours later with 
10 pennies, a nickel, a dime 
and an earring.

My streak remains in-
tact!

By Ken Francis
Contributing Writer

Obituaries

Ron was born February 16, 
1948 in Wheaton, MN to Low-
ell “Bud” &  Dorothy (Bobblit) 
Klindworth. He grew up in 
Wheaton and graduated 
from Wheaton High 
School in 1966. 

On Novem-
ber 27th, 1966 
he wed his 
high school 
swee thear t , 
Karen Ann 
Fridgen at 
Ava Maria 
Catholic church 
in Wheaton. Ron 
and Karen had two 
children, Angela and 
Raymond. They celebrated 
their 59th wedding anniversary 
on Thanksgiving Day, 2025. 

Ron attended NDSSS and 
earned a degree in Architec-
tural Drafting. +is first em-
ployment experience was with 
Jolly Green Giant doing night 
maintenance. He spent a few 
years between 1972 and 1976 
at Fullerton and Meadowvale 
Lumber before building and 
opening Big Lake Lumber. He 
owned and operated this busi-
ness until his retirement. 

Ron enjoyed numerous 
hobbies over the years includ-
ing hunting, boating, snow-
mobiling, drag racing, trap 
shooting, golfing and bingo. 
Ron and Karen spent years 

traveling with many amazing 
friends. They went on cruises 
and toured the country in their 
motorcoaches. They wintered 

at Riverbend Mo-
torcoach Resort and 

later at V eran-
dah in the Fort 
Myers, Florida 
area. 

R o n 
passed away 
on December 
24th, 2025. He 
is survived by 

his wife Karen; 
daughter Angela 

(Tim) Peterson; 
grandchildren, Amanda 

Klindworth, Jake (Heather) 
Horstmann, Josh Horstmann, 
Walker Peterson, and Mady 
(Tyler) Brink; 8 great-grand-
children and many nieces and 
nephews. He was preceded in 
death by his parents; father-
in-law, Ray Fridgen; moth-
er-in-law, Gloria Fridgen 
Kapphahn; son Raymond; 
his sister Sheila and brothers 
Mark and Kent. 

Memorial services will be 
held on Thursday, January 8th 
at River of Life Church in Elk 
River. V isitation will start at 
10:00 am and service at 11:00 
am with lunch immediately 
following the service. Burial 
will be at a later date.

Ronald “Ron” Klindworth, 77
Big Lake, MN

February 16, 1948  -  December 24, 2025
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discussion. It will come before the board again in January.
Attorney Agr eements
The board approved  Court Appointed Attorney pro-

fessional service agreements for a three-year term from 
-an. 1, ���� to Dec. 31, ����, for the following $ttorneys�
Firms:  Rutland Law PLLC; CC& S PLLP; Poss Law Of-
fice, 3//&; :olford /aw 	 Mediation, //&; &G: /aw 
2ffice, //&; .abele /aw and Mediation, //&; Trek and 
Trust Law.

The service agreements provide mandated legal rep-
resentation and professional services for ongoing and 
newly filed 6herburne &ounty court cases. The county is 
mandated by statute to provide court appointed attorney 
services for  Guardianship�&onservatorship; &hild in need 
of 3rotection or 6ervices (&+I36)�Termination of 3aren-
tal Rights (T3R); )amily � 3aternity�&ontempt; &ommit-
ments - Mentally Ill (MI), Chemically Dependent (CD), 
and Mentally Ill�&hemically Dependent (MI�&D); &om-
mitments - Sexually Dangerous Persons (SDP), Sexually 
Psychopathic Persons (SPP), and Mentally ill and Danger-
ous Persons (MI& D).

C onnexu s Sup p ort
The board approved a letter of support for Connexus 

Energy’s Empowering Rural America grant application 
submission to the US Dept. of Agriculture. Connexus plans 
to add 282 MW of renewable energy in their continued ef-
forts to reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) and meet Minneso-
ta’s 100%  carbon-free mandate. Connexus currently serves 
approximately 24,333 homes and businesses in Sherburne 
County.

E ngi neeri ng A gr eement
The board approved a professional services agreement 

with Houston Engineering, Inc. to provide consulting ser-
vices to the county for the calendar year ����. The firm 
will assist the Solid Waste Dept. with review of various 
solid waste reports and construction documents as pro-
vided by landfills located within the county. The cost is 
$100,000 t o be paid using solid waste surcharge monies.

O ther Busi ness
In other actions the board:
� $pproved the reclassification of a )ull�time eTuiva-

lent clerical staff in HHS to an Income Maintenance Case 
Aide. Due to reimbursements, the change will save approx-
imately $25,000 a  year;

•  Approved a one-year contract with Y MCA to pro-
vide on-site child care services for providing safe and 
nurturing care for children when their parents�caregivers 
are meeting and working with Health &  Human Services 
staff. Budgeted request is $ 65,000 using MFIP Consoli-
dated funds;  

•  Approved out-of-state travel for the Parks Director 
to attend a two-day Park Management Training in Denver, 
CO, from Feb. 9-12, 2026. The cost of the training is $ 500, 
plus airfare, two-night’s lodging, and meal reimburse-
ments. The e[pense fits within the ���5 3arks Budget;

� $pproved the addition of a Transport�&ourt 6ecurity 
Deputy in order to provide the necessary public safety ser-
vices as they relate to campus security of the Government 
Center and the safe transport of inmates being brought to 
and from the Sherburne County Jail;

•  Approved the addition of one Master Control Oper-
ator position to ensure adeTuate staffing levels in the -ail’s 
Master Control Center;

� $pproved the reclassification of one -ail 6upport 
Specialist position to a Senior Jail Support Specialist to 
increase the support position duties within the Jail;

� $pproved the reclassification of an 2ffice 6upervisor 
to $dministrative 6upervisor in the sheriff’s office.

Submitted Article

The winter holidays 
can turn deadly as research 
shows that more people die 
from heart attacks during the 
last week of December than 
at any other time of the year. 
While being aware of the 
signs of a heart attack and 
taking steps to reduce your 
risk are important all year 
long, the American Heart 
Association, devoted to 
changing the future to a 
world of healthier lives for 
all, says that’s especially 
critical during the next few 
weeks.

 And, in rural com-
munities, where EMS 
responses can be delayed 
and minutes matter, it’s 
important to be aware 
of the signs and symp-
toms and seek treatment 
quickly.

 A number of scien-
tific studies confirm this 
deadly phenomenon.

•  A study published in 
Circulation, the flagship 
journal of the American 
Heart Association, reported 
that more cardiac deaths 
occur in the U.S. on Decem-
ber 25 than on any other day 
of the year, followed by De-
cember 26 and January 1;

•  In a B ritish Medical 
J ournal study reviewing 
more than 16 years of data 
on heart attacks among peo-
ple in Sweden, there was 
a 15%  overall increase in 
heart attacks during the win-
ter holidays. Of particular 
note, heart attacks increased 
37%  on Dec. 24 (Christmas 
Eve), peaking at 10 p.m. and 
more often in people over 
75 and those with diabetes 
or previous cardiovascular 
disease.

“No one wants to think 
of tragedy during this joyous 
time of year as we gather 
with family and friends. 
However, these startling 
facts are very sobering. We 
don’t know exactly what 
triggers this increase in heart 
attacks during the holidays. 
It’s likely a combination of 
factors,” said Dr. Courtney 
Jordan Baechler, MD, car-
diologist at HealthPartners. 
“Winter weather has been 
noted to increase heart at-
tack risk due to restricted 
blood flow when arteries 

may be constricted in cold 
temperatures. We also know 
the holidays bring a lot of 
added stress to many peo-
ple. There are lots of parties 
and family gatherings where 
many tend to overindulge in 
rich foods and drink.”

According to Jordan 

Baechler, one of the most 
critical factors might be that 
people ignore important 
warning signs of a heart at-
tack or stroke.

“While you may not 
want to spend the holidays 
in a doctor’s office or hos-
pital, getting checked out 
and receiving prompt treat-
ment if there is a problem is 
one of the best gifts you can 
give yourself and your loved 
ones for all the celebrations 
to come,” she said.

Giving the gift of life 
may also come into play if 
you see someone experi-
encing heart attack or stroke 
symptoms. Y ou could be out 
shopping at the mall, enjoy-
ing the sights and sounds of 
the holiday season or spend-
ing time at a family gath-
ering and witness someone 
having a heart attack and 
going into cardiac arrest. 
Starting CPR immediately 
and calling 9-1-1 could 
be the difference in life or 
death in those situations.

“Hands-Only CPR is 
something nearly everyone 
can learn and do. We en-
courage at least one person 
in every family to learn CPR 
because statistics show that 
most cardiac arrests occur 
outside the hospital and 
often in the home,” Jordan 
Baechler said. “The Amer-
ican Heart Association has 

a short instructional video 
at H eart.org/H andsOnly-
CPR . Watching the video 
and learning Hands-Only 
CPR could be a lifesaving 
and lifechanging activity for 
the family to do together as 
you’re gathered for the hol-
idays.”

Jordan Baechler 
notes that family gath-
erings are also a good 
time to talk about family 
health history.

“Many of the health 
factors that impact heart 
disease and stroke are he-
redity,” she said. “If any 
of your parents, siblings 
or grandparents have had 
a heart attack or stroke, 
you are likely at higher 
risk, too. But the good 
news is, you can lower 
your risks with preven-
tive measures. Knowing 
that history is an import-
ant first step.´

Following are sev-
eral heart-healthy tips for 
the upcoming holidays:

•  K now  symp toms and 
tak e ac ti on:  Heart attack 
signs and stroke symptoms 
vary in men and women and 
it’s important to recognize 
them early and call 9-1-1 
for help. The sooner medical 
treatment begins, the better 
the chances of survival and 
preventing heart damage;

•  C eleb rate i n mod-
erati on Eating healthfully 
during the holidays doesn’t 
have to mean depriving 
yourself, there are still ways 
to eat smart. Look for small, 
healthy changes and swaps 
you can make so you con-
tinue to feel your best while 
eating and drinking in mod-
eration, and don’t forget to 
watch your salt intake;

•  Plan f or p eac e on 
earth and g oodw i ll tow ard 
yourself :  Make time to take 
care of yourself during the 
busy holiday. Reduce stress 
from family interactions, 
strained finances, hectic 
schedules and other stress-
ors prevalent this time of 
year, including traveling;

•  K eep  mov i ng :  The 
American Heart Association 
recommends at least 150 
minutes of physical activ-
ity per week and this num-
ber usually drops during 
the hustle and bustle of the 
holidays. Get creative with 

ways to stay active, even if 
it’s going for a family walk 
or another fun activity you 
can do with your loved ones;  

•  Sti c k  to your meds:  
Busy holidays can cause 
you to skip medications, 
forgetting them when away 
from home or not getting re-
fills in a timely manner. The 
American Heart Associa-
tion has a medication chart 
to help stay on top of it and 
be sure to keep tabs on your 
blood pressure numbers.

“We do know there are 
ways to mitigate your risk 
for a deadly heart attack. 
So, we encourage everyone 
to pause during the holiday 
hustle and bustle and make 
note of these important steps 
that could be lifesaving,” 
Jordan Baechler said.

The American Heart 
Association has more on 
ways to live heart-healthy 
during the holidays and all 
year long at heart.org.

Heart attack deaths spike 
during the winter holidays

�e American 
Heart Association 

urges people to 
be aware of and 
reduce risks for 
deadly ‘holiday 
heart attacks’

Submitted Article

Ryan Lee Bottema, 
26, of Big Lake, is charged 
with one count of Fel-
ony Fleeing a Peace Of-
ficer in a Motor 9ehicle 
(609.487.3), one count of 
Gross Misdemeanor 3rd 
Degree DWI –  Alcohol 
Concentration 0.08 Within 
2 Hours (169A.20.1(5)), 
and one count of Misde-
meanor Open bottle law 
(169A.35.3).

According to the com-
plaint, on Dec. 27, 2025, at 
approximately 10:59 p.m., 
a Sherburne County Dep-
uty was conducting a traf-
fic stop at +wy. �5 and &o. 
Rd. 17 when he observed a 
vehicle with a loud exhaust 
racing past other cars. The 
deputy attempted to follow 
the vehicle, but the driver 
reportedly extinguished 
the vehicle’s lights. Due to 
heavy fog, the deputy could 

only track the vehicle when 
the driver occasionally ap-
plied the brakes.

The deputy located ve-
hicle parts on the roadway 
near Co. Rd. 81 and even-
tually stopped a vehicle on 
Co. Rd. 73 that matched the 
description of the fleeing 
car. The driver, identified 
as Bottema, reportedly had 
slurred speech and blood-
shot, watery eyes. When 
approached, Bottema al-
legedly stated, “Y ou got 
me, you got me on the seat 
belt.”

Investigators observed 
a fog light dangling from 
the driver’s side wheel well 
and a missing wheel liner. 
Bottema initially claimed 
he had not hit anything but 
later acknowledged he had. 
An open bottle of Jameson 
whiskey was reportedly lo-
cated on the rear passenger 
floorboard. )ollowing his 
arrest, Bottema allegedly 

made several vulgar com-
ments to the deputy, stating, 
“Y ou probably had zero 
friends in high school,” and 
“I had like four beers and 
you decide to be d* * * , I’ll 
roast your b**** *s s…”  

At the jail, a breath test 
recorded a 0.22 blood alco-
hol concentration.

Man accused of fleeing 
in fog with a 0.22 BAC
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14068 Bank St., becker
(ACROSS FROM SHERBURNE STATE BANK)

Hours: Sun-Thurs 11am-9pm Fri & Sat 11am-10pm

DINE IN ONLY! • MUST PRESENT 

COUPON • ONE COUPON PER VISIT
DINE IN ONLY! • MUST PRESENT 

COUPON • ONE COUPON PER VISIT

763-275-0270

 $50 or 
more!

$10 OFF$10 OFF
EXPIRES: Jan. 16, 2026

We slaughter in-house
Call to book an appointment!

FORMERLY T&R MEATS

105 PINE ST., CLEARWATER • 320-558-6390

Stop in for Prime Rib, Baby Back Ribs, 
Tenderloins, Hams, Smoked Turkey, 
Steak, Chops, Brats, Hot Dogs, Ham-

burgers, Chicken, Roasts & Much More!

Quality Building Supplies 
at Affordable Prices

Since 1975

BOOK YOUR ORDER!

Call for a FREE estimate
117th Ave., Milaca

(north end of Milaca off Central Ave)

BUILDING
$PECIAL$

320-983-6304 •1-800-818-1846

LATCHAM-LIND LUMBER &
POST FRAME BUILDINGS

14351 78th St NE, Ronneby

FOLLOW US ON 
FACEBOOK!

14351 78th St NE, Ronneby14351 78th St NE, Ronneby

FACEBOOK!FACEBOOK!

LIV
E M

US
IC

Sat, 
JanUARY 10

8Pm-
midnight

Scratch-made breakfast 
& build-your-own Bloody 
Mary bar every weekend 
Sat. & Sun. 9am-11am

628 Roosevelt Rd., Suite 101
St. Cloud, MN 56301

320-774-3789

Accepting all major insurance including Medicare.

ww w . eao f cm. co m

Having eye problems? We can help!

Specializing in:
• Cataracts

• Glaucoma

• Dry Eyes

“Dr. Gossman did an amazing job with 
my cataract surgery. I would highly 
recommend him!” 
— Mike Nehring, Cataract Surgery patient

• Diabetic Eye   

   Disease

• Macular 

   Degeneration

• Blurred Vision

• All Other Eye 

   Disorders

• Routine Eye Exams

Schedule your 
life-changing 

experience 
now!

Dr. Gossman has decades of experience & extensive training & expertise!

Dr. Mitchell 
Gossman

Dr. Melanie 
Thares

Submitted Article

There is always room 
to develop, grow and be-
come a better person. With 
a new year on the horizon, 
setting self-improvement 
goals now can help anyone 
navigate a path to a better 
version of themselves.

Here are some New 
Y ear’s resolutions that can 
help a person grow and nur-
ture their well-being.

•  Foc us on i mp rovi ng 
ti me manag ement. Feeling 
rushed and that you don’t 
have a handle on how you 
spend your time can exac-
erbate stress. According to 
Indeed, making better use 
of time can enhance pro-
ductivity, make it easier 
to meet deadlines and re-
duce stress. Time manage-
ment isn’t just about work 
performance. It’s also an 
important tool for getting 
things done at home. Key 
aspects of time manage-
ment involve delegating 

tasks, focusing on one thing 
at a time (as opposed to 
multi-tasking) and setting 
priorities;

•  Bec ome a b etter li s-
tener. Y ou must be able to 
communicate effectively in 
all aspects of life to make 
sure your message is under-
stood. But it’s equally im-
portant to be able to receive 
and adapt to the messages 

of others. Take advantages 
of opportunities to slow 
down and receive visitors. 
Seek input when planning, 
and ask colleagues how 
they feel something can be 
completed effectively;

•  Pamp er your 
mi nd of ten. According to 
V aughn College, feeling 
calm and in control often 
means nurturing yourself 

from the inside-out. Keep-
ing a mind-body balance is 
essential. Reading excerpts 
from motivational books or 
passages, turning off notifi-
cations on the phone, taking 
a break from social media, 
carving out time for spiri-
tual enrichment or medita-
tion, or working on a puzzle 
can help fuel the mind;

•  L earn to stop  p ro-
c rasti nati ng . Procrastina-
tion can lead to increased 
stress and unhealthy means 
to managing stress, accord-
ing to research published 
in Frontiers in Psychology. 
Procrastinators are more 
likely to exhibit avoid-
ant behaviors as deadlines 
draw closer. To overcome 
procrastination, breaking 
down tasks into smallers 
steps or making short-term 
goals can help tall tasks feel 
more achievable. 

FOCUSING ON SELF-IMPROVEMENT at the beginning of a 
new year can help set the course for productive months ahead. 
(Submitted Photo).

Embark on a path to self-improvement this year

DEMOLITION OF THE FORMER BILL’S SUPERETTE GAS STATION BUILDING along Hwy 10 in 
Becker is underway to make way for a new structure which will complete the Bill’s compound. The 
original building was built in 1984 along Hwy 10 in Becker by Glenn Anderson and Virgil Gilyard. 
(Patriot Photo by Mary Nehring).

Making way for a new 
year, new building

Submitted Article

C. Colbert, 18, of 
Big Lake, is charged with 
one count of Felony As-
sault-2nd Degree-Danger-
ous Weapon (609.222.1), 
one count of Misdemeanor 
Assault-5th Deg-Inflict 
or Attempt Bodily Harm 
(609.224.1(2)), and one 
count of Misdemeanor 
Traffic ± Reckless driving 
(169.13.1(a)).

The defendant al-
legedly used his motor 
vehicle as a dangerous 
weapon to strike the tire of 
a mini dirt bike.

According to the com-
plaint, on September 12, 
2025, an incident occurred 
in the parking lot of Lupu-
lin Brewing in Big Lake. 
Law enforcement reports 
that Colbert attempted to 
strike V ictim 1 with his ve-

hicle while the individual 
was riding a mini dirt bike. 
The defendant reportedly 
successfully struck the tire 
of the dirt bike with his 
motor vehicle.

V ictim 1, who was rec-
ognized by the defendant, 
reported that he was grazed 
on the knee by Colbert’s 
vehicle and expressed his 
belief that the act was in-
tentional. The complaint 
notes that the victim’s knee 
was bruised as a result of 
the contact. Following the 
collision, the two parties 
reportedly engaged in a ver-
bal argument. During this 
dispute, Colbert allegedly 
punched V ictim 1 in the 
head or face at least twice.

The defendant was 
charged via summons.

Date Filed in court: 
12/29/2025.

Man accused of striking 
mini dirt bike with 
vehicle at Lupulin

Community newspapers cannot survive without their 
advertisers. Support them by shopping local.
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Classifieds
AU T O M O BI L E S
G O T  AN  U N W AN T E D  C AR ? ? ?  D O -
N AT E  I T  T O  PAT R I O T I C  H E AR T S.
Fast free pick up. Patriotic Hearts’ programs 
help veterans find work or start their own 
business. Call 24/7: 1-833-485-1046. (mcn)

G et a b reak  on your tax es!  Donate your car, 
truck, or SUV  to assist the blind and visually 
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost vehicle 
pickup and secure a generous tax credit for 
2025. Call Heritage for the Blind Today at 
1-855 977-7030 today!  (mcn)

D onate your c ar,  truc k ,  b oat,  R V and 
more to sup p ort our v eterans!  Schedule 
a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup and receive 
a top tax deduction!  Call V eteran Car Dona-
tions at 1-888-429-2331 today!  (mcn)

C ABL E / I N T E R N E T
AFFO R D ABL E  T V &  I N T E R N E T . If 
you are overpaying for your service, call now 
for a free quote and see how much you can 
save!  1-833-472-7954. (mcn)

D I R E C T V- All your entertai nment. N oth-
i ng  on your roof !  Sign up for Directv and get 
your first three months of Max, Paramount+ , 
Showtime, Starz, MGM+  and Cinemax in-
cluded. Choice package $ 84.99/mo. Some 
restrictions apply. Call DIRECTV  1-866-
296-1409. (mcn)

FI N AN C I AL
I nf lati on i s at 4 0  year hi g hs. Interest rates 
are way up. Credit Cards. Medical Bills. Car 
Loans. Do you have $ 10k or more in debt?  
Call NATIONAL DEBT RELIEF and find 
out how to pay off your debt for significantly 
less than what you owe!  FREE quote: Call 
1-866-552-0649. (mcn)

H E AL T H  &  M E D I C AL
D E N T AL  I N SU R AN C E  from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage for 
400 plus procedures. Real dental insurance 
-NOT just a discount plan. Do not wait!  Call 
now!  Get your FREE Dental Information Kit 
with all the details!  1-855-973-9175 www.
dental50plus.com/midwest #6258 (mcn)

PO R T ABL E  O X Y G E N  C O N C E N T R A-
T O R  May Be Covered by Medicare!  Re-
claim independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free information kit!  Call 844-
716-2411. (mcn)

ST O P O VE R PAY I N G  FO R  H E AL T H  
I N SU R AN C E !  A recent study shows that a 
majority of people struggle to pay for health 
coverage. Let us show you how much you 
can save. Call Now for a no-obligation quote: 
1-888-772-8454. Y ou will need to have your 
zip code to connect to the right provider. 
(mcn)

AT T E N T I O N  O X Y G E N  T H E R APY  
U SE R S!  Discover Oxygen Therapy That 
Moves with Y ou with Inogen Portable Ox-
ygen Concentrators. FREE information kit. 
Call 1-833-650-5916. (mcn)

H O M E  SE R VI C E S
D on’ t Pay For C ov ered H ome R ep ai rs 
Ag ai n!  Our home warranty covers ALL 
MAJOR SY STEMS AND APPLIANCES. 
We stand by our service and if we can’t fix 
it, we’ll replace it!  Pick the plan that fits your 
budget!  Call: 1-833-816-2128. (mcn)

W AT E R  &  FI R E  D AM AG E  R E ST O -
R AT I O N . Our trusted professionals will 
restore your home to protect your family and 
your home’s value!  Call 24/7: 1-833-879-
1480. Mold Remediation services are also 
available!  (mcn)

M I SC E L L AN E O U S
R eac h ov er 1 .4  mi lli on homes f or j ust 
$ 2 4 9 !  Advertise your business or item with a 
classified ad in the Midwest Free Community 
Papers. Simple, cost-effective, and powerful. 
One call, and you’re done!  Boost your visi-
bility now!  888-899-6327. (mcn)

N E E D  N E W  FL O O R I N G ?  Call today to 
schedule a FR E E  in-home estimate on Car-
peting &  Flooring. Call Today!  1-833-641-
6323. (mcn)

I N J U R E D  I N  AN  AC C I D E N T ?  Don’t 
Accept the insurance company’s first offer. 
Many injured parties are entitled to cash set-
tlements in the $ 1000’s. Get a free evaluation 
to see what your case is really worth. 100%  
Free Evaluation. Call Now: 1-833-879-1534. 
(mcn)

Prep are f or p ow er outag es today w i th a 
G enerac  H ome Standb y G enerator. Act 
now to receive a FREE 5-Y ear warranty with 
qualifying purchase. Call 1-877-228-5789 
today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just a 
generator. It’s a power move. (mcn)

T H E  BAT H R O O M  O F Y O U R  
D R E AM S i n as li ttle as 1  day. Limited 
Time Offer - $ 1000 off or No Payments and 
No Interest for 18 months for customers who 
qualify. BCI Bath &  Shower. Many options 
available. Q uality materials &  professional 
installation. Senior &  Military Discounts 
Available. Call Today!  1-833-618-1178. 
(mcn)

R ep lac e your roof  w i th the b est look i ng  
and long est lasti ng  materi al steel f rom 
E ri e M etal R oof s!  Three styles and mul-
tiple colors available. Guaranteed to last a 
lifetime!  Limited Time Offer- up to 50%  off 
installation +  Additional 10%  off install (for 
military, health workers &  1st responders.) 
Call Erie Metal Roofs: 1-844-907-2386. 
(mcn)

N O  M O R E  C L E AN I N G  out g utters.
Guaranteed!  LeafFilter is backed by a no-
clog guarantee and lifetime transferrable 
warranty. Call today 1-855-577-1268 to 
schedule a FREE inspection and no obliga-
tion estimate. Get 15%  off your entire order. 
Plus, Military &  Seniors get an additional 
10%  off. Limited time only. Restrictions 
apply, see representative for warranty and 
offer details. (mcn)

R E AL  E ST AT E
W E  BU Y  H O U SE S f or C ash AS-I S!  No 
repairs. No fuss. Any condition. Easy pro-
cess: Call, get cash offer and get paid. Call 
today for your fair cash offer: 1-888-715-
0513. (mcn)

W AN T  T O  BU Y
C ASH  PAI D  FO R  H I G H -E N D  M E N ’ S 
SPO R T  W AT C H E S!  Rolex, Breitling, 
Omega, Patek Philippe, Heuer, Daytona, 
GMT, Submariner and Speedmaster. Call 
1-833-641-6646. (mcn)

W E  BU Y  VI N T AG E  G U I T AR S!  Look-
ing for 1920-1980 Gibson, Martin, Fender, 
Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite, Ricken-
backer, Prairie State, D’Angelico, Stromberg. 
And Gibson Mandolins / Banjos. 1-833-641-
7028. (mcn)

Minnesota Newspaper Association Classifieds

                                     Week of January 4, 2026             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

        
MISCELLANEOUS WANTED TO BUYEMPLOYMENT

MISCELLANEOUS

FULL TIME NIGHT CUSTODIAN 
Night shift, 2:00-10:30PM, M-F, during 
school year. Daytime hours in summer. 
Salary Range: $15.36-$21.50, additional 
$0.65 shift diff erential on night shifts. Year 
round, 12-month position. Apply now: 
www.applitrack.com/isd876/onlineapp 

GET A BREAK ON YOUR TAXES!
Donate your car, truck, or SUV to 
assist the blind and visually 
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost 
vehicle pickup and secure a generous 
tax credit for 2025. Call Heritage for 
the Blind Today at 844/220-9501 today! 

CHOOSE EARTHLINK FIBER 
Internet for speeds up to 5 Gigs, no data 
caps, no throttling. Prices starting at 
$54.95. Plus, a $100 gift card when you 
make the switch. Call 844/453-6983 

SAFE STEP
North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. 
Comprehensive lifetime warranty.
Top-of-the-line installation and ser-
vice. Now featuring our FREE shower
package and $1,600 off  for a 
limited time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 833/966-3882

DON’T LET THE STAIRS 
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY!

Discover the ideal solution for anyone
who struggles on the stairs, is con-
cerned about a fall or wants to 
regain access to their entire home. 
Call AmeriGlide today! 866/852-5506

SATELLITE TV + INTERNET!
Get Dish! Free install, free HD-DVR 
upgrade, 80,000 on-demand movies,
plus limited time up to $600 
In gift cards. Call today! 855/562-4309

WE BUY HOUSES 
for cash AS IS! No repairs. No fuss. 
Any condition. Easy three step 
process: Call, get cash off er and get 
paid. Get your fair cash off er today by 
calling Liz Buys Houses: 844/978-0683

Classi  ed Advertising 
That is EASY

Your newspaper 
representative can 
provide complete 

details or you can call 
MNA: 612/332-8844

The Minnesota Classi  ed 
Advertising Network

Make an impact with your 
advertising dollar with 

classi  ed advertising that 
reaches over 1MILLION 

READERS

To place your ad, call 763.275.0275 or stop by our office at 
14054 Bank Street, Becker • Website: www.patriotnewsmn.com

TO PLACE 
A PUBLIC 
NOTICE - 
Call The
Patriot 

763-275-0275

MURPHY
CHEVROLET

N e w  &  U s e d  C a r s  &  T r u c k s
(320) 968-6239

www.murphychevrolet.com

Automotive

Looking to advertise? 
Call 763.275.0275 today!

Announcements
Becker Area Senior 

Center (BASC)
O p en M on. - Fri . 5 am-5 p m. 

Bec k er C ommuni ty C enter:  
7 6 3 - 2 0 0 - 4 2 7 1 .  Plann ing 
meeting 3rd Wed. @  1pm. 

Becker American 
Legion Auxiliary

Auxiliary meetings from November 
to February are suspended.  We will 
meet again in March of 2025. Contacts 
are Paula Hinds 763.691.4405 cell 
and Nellie Simpson 763.482.0619.

Becker American 
Legion Post 193

Becker Legion meets the sec-
ond Tues. of every month at 7pm 
at Becker Legion (old fire hall.)

Becker AA Meeting
Becker Group of Alcoholics Anony-
mous meets Thurs., 8pm at Mary of 
the Visitation, 12100 Sherburne Ave, 
Becker. (320) 247-4732 or email 
beckeraagroupmn@gmail.com

Becker Lions Club
Meetings are held the sec-
ond Mon. each month at 7pm 
at Becker City Park’s Shelter.

Becker Sons of the American 
Legion Squadron 193

Meets the third Tues. of each month 
at 7 pm at Becker Legion (old 
fire hall). Looking for new mem-
bers. Andrew Lee (763) 482-9177.

Becker Beyond the Yellow 
Ribbon Meeting

The monthly meetings are held 6 
pm the third Thurs. of the month 
at Becker City Hall. (320) 980-
2752 or see the state website at 
www.beyondtheyellow ribbon.org.

Big Lake Senior Center
The Big Lake Senior Club 
meets Tues., 1-4pm, Big Lake 
City Hall, 160 Lake St. North. 

For more i nf ormati on,  c all:  
7 6 3 -3 0 9 -1 0 1 0  or 6 1 2 -2 1 9 -1 6 1 4 . 

Big Lake American 
Legion Post #147

0eets the first 7hurs. of the month # 
7 pm. Tribune Building, 29 Lake St. 

Big Lake OPEN AA Meetings
Mon., 7pm at Saron Lutheran 

Church, Big Lake. Big Book Study, 
Handicap Accessible. Questions? 
Contact: Rob, (763) 218-5328.

The Big Lake American 
Legion Auxiliary 

Meets the first Tues. Mar.-
Dec.  at 6:30pm. Tribune Build-
ing, 29 Lake St. Kathy at (763) 
263-6093 for information.

Big Lake Beyond 
the Yellow Ribbon

The Big Lake Beyond the Yellow 
Ribbon meets at 6:30 pm on the third 
Mon., of each month in the Commu-
nity Room adjacent to the Big Lake 
Police Dept. & the Big Lake Library.

Big Lake Community 
Food Shelf 

The Big Lake Community 
Food Shelf hours of service are 
Mon. & Thurs. 5:30-7:30pm & 
Wed. 9-11am. www.blcfs.org.

The Big Lake Lions 
Looking for community minded peo-
ple to join our organization. If inter-
ested send a note to P.O. Box 128, Big 
Lake, MN 55309 or (763) 263-2218.

Big Lake Women of Today
Hold a monthly general meet-
ing at Senior Activity Center lo-
cated in the Big Lake Cit\ Office 
Building on the 3rd Thurs. of the 
month # 7pm. www.biglake-
w o m e n o f t o d a y . w e b s . c o m .

Clear Lake Legion
Meets the second Tues. of the month 
at 4180 105th Ave., Clear Lake. 
The Legion will meet at 7:30 p.m. 
New members are always welcome. 
Bud Stimmler at (320) 761-5793.

Clear Lake Lions
0eets the first & third 7ues. of the 
month at Palmer Twp. Hall at 7 
p.m. New members are always wel-
come. www.clearlakelionsmn.org.

Clearwater American Legion 
Post 323 & Auxiliary

Meets the second Thurs. of the 
month. Auxiliary 6:30 p.m., S.A.L. 
at 7 p.m., Legion at 7:30 p.m. at 
Clearwater Legion, Clearwater.

Clearwater/Clear Lake 
Food Shelf

Open Mon. 5:30-7 p.m., Tues., 
9-11 a.m. & 6-8 p.m., Wed., 3-5 
p.m. in the brown Lions Commu-
nity Building beneath the water 
tower in Clearwater. Servicing resi-
dents of Clearwater and Clear Lake.

Clearwater Lions Club
Meets second Tues, of the month 
at 8 p.m. Clearwater Pavilion. 
www.clearwater l ionsmn.com

Snake River Free Church
Hymn Sing, Sun., Feb. 8, 4:30 p.m. 5 
mi. N of Hwy. 10 on Co. Rd. 11, 1.5 mi. 
E on Co. Rd. 5, 3/4 mi. N on 180th St. 
(8940 180th Ave. SE). For more info, 
email maryerickson41@yahoo.com

Rejoice Lutheran 
Rejoice Lutheran Young at Heart, 
Clearwater for ages 55+ held 
the 3rd Thursday each month 
at 10:30 am. 320-558-6851.

Knights of Columbus 
130th Year Festival Sunday, July 
13 in Duelm. Open at 11 a.m.

220 USED CARS to choose 
from. We also BUY used cars. 
Guaranteed Approval! Morrie’s 
Auto Connection, 559 Hwy 10, 
St. Cloud (next to the red barn 
Dairy Queen). 320-229-1900. 
Apply online at: 
www.MorriesAutoConnection.com
________________________

Used Cars

OUTDOOR FURNACES NO-
TICE - Outdoor furnace, parts 
and supplies are in high de-
mand and have limited avail-
ability. With approximate lead 
times of about 8 months, plan 
and look ahead. Reserve now 
to have one to install for this 
summer or fall installation. We 
feature Central Boiler furnaces 
and products for complete in-
stallation. We have financing 
available, and up to a $2,000 
tax credit available on select 
models. Reserve today. Call 
or go online, 763-972-6255; 
classactfurnace.com.
________________________

Outdoor Furnaces

$7,500
$11,000

$14,000
$18,000

By Don Bellach, 
Contributing Writer

The Orrock Township 
Board continued to define 
what a new agreement with 
the Lake Association at 
Ann Lake might look like 
going forward. 

Board Chair Anne Fel-
ber conceded during the 
December 17, 2025, meet-
ing, that there were issues 
that needed to be decided 
saying, “Now that we’ve 
decided to terminate the 
agreement, we are now in 
the parks business.”

Felber and Board 
Member Paul Ellinger re-
cently met with members 
of the Lake Association 
to begin talks on the new 
agreement. The general 
agreement would be to 
have the township take care 
of the maintenance of the 
area surrounding the boat 
landing and the association 
would focus on the water 
quality of the lake, though 
nothing formal has been 
voted on by the township 
board.

Maintenance for the 
landing has been estimated 
to be between $ 3,300-
$ 3,500 per year, however, 
after speaking with attorney 
Bob Ruppe, a 1999 Trails 
and Waterways agreement 
with the DNR could push 
those costs to $ 5,000 per 
year. The DNR installed 
concrete and planking to 

the boat landing years ago.
Ellinger shared his 

concerns about upcoming 
repairs, “We need to look at 
the big picture. The plank-
ing is going to need to be 
replaced and that’s going to 
be expensive.”  

He continued to offer 
this warning, “We’re get-
ting into an area we don’t 
want to get into.” 

Felber tried to keep 
the discussion focused on 
three immediate options 
—  Keeping the park open, 
maintaining it year-round 
without snow removal in 
the winter, and continuing 
the current maintenance 
schedule, which includes 
grading the parking lot. 
Those three options were 
put into motions and passed 

unanimously. Further de-
tails regarding amenities 
would be negotiated be-
tween the township and the 
lake association.

Sheri f f ’ s R ep ort
Sergeant Alex Dehn 

presented his monthly re-
port to the board. In No-
vember, the 6heriff’s office 
handled a total of 138 calls 
for service. Notable inci-
dents included three stop 
arm violations. All drivers 
were identified and ad-
dressed. Five thefts, three of 
which were gas drive-offs 
at the Sand Dunes fuel sta-
tion, were resolved through 
reimbursement. The person 
responsible for the theft of 
a hitch and mud flaps off a 
truck at a resident’s home 
still has not been found, and 

there have been no leads in 
the incident. 

In a separate incident, 
a window at the gas station 
was broken. A vehicle was 
doing donuts in the parking 
lot and kicked up a rock. 
The driver was identified 
and insurance informa-
tion was gathered. Lastly, 
an abandoned motorcycle 
frame was found at 253rd 
Ave on 108th St. The mo-
torcycle was likely stolen 
and dumped.

O ther Busi ness
The board approved a 

renewal of a cleaning con-
tract through Options, Inc. 
for 2026. Cleaning services 
will be completed every 
other week at $ 51.50 per 
hour.

Security updates were 

approved for the Town 
Hall. Chris Johnson of 
Johnson Digital Solutions 
LLC, based in Zimmerman, 
quoted a price of $ 1,177. 
A resolution was passed 
authorizing the updates 
for $ 1,177 not to exceed 
$1,400.

BOARD MEMBERS DALTON KEIDERLING and Peter Owen, Chair Anne Felber, Board mem-
bers Paul Ellinger and Bryan Adams. (Patriot Photo by Don Bellach) 

Orrock does not want to be in the parks business

Submitted Article

The arrival of a new 
year is a time of celebration 
for people across the globe. 

It’s customary to mark 
the occasion with fire-
works, countdowns and 
champagne. For those who 
indulge a little too much on 
New Y ear’s Eve or stay up 
well past midnight, January 
1 may be a day to recu-
perate. But spending New 
Y ear’s Day with Mother 
Nature is a great way to 
enMoy the first few hours of 
a new year.

•  G o hi k i ng . Time 
spent in freshly fallen snow 
and crisp air can offer a 
great way to recharge and 
approach the new year in a 
novel way. First Day Hikes 
were created by America’s 
State Parks to encourage 
people to enjoy the out-
doors. They are held across 
the United States, but peo-
ple in Canada or elsewhere 
can organize these January 
1 hikes as well;

•  H ost a f i re p i t 
b runc h. Spending time 
around the firepit may seem 
like an activity tailor-made 
for autumn evenings, but 

dusk need not have fallen to 
enMoy an outdoor fire. Dress 
warmly and gather friends 
around a firepit or outdoor 
fireplace. Swap s’mores 
for cheese cubes on sticks 
that can be made warm and 
slightly melted over the 
open flames;

•  Float or p addle.
Take in nature from the 
water. Although these types 
of events may be better in 
warmer climates, those who 
are courageous enough to 
brave the elements can 
spend some time kayaking 
or floating on waterways 
that have not frozen over;

•  H ead to the slop es or 
a sk ati ng ri nk . Winter and 
skiing or ice skating are a 
perfect match. Spend the 
first day of the year testing 
out fresh powder, practic-
ing double axels or sipping 
hot cocoa in the ski lodge;

•  Vi si t a theme p ark . 
Some theme parks are still 
open after hosting holi-
day-centric special events. 
Crowds may be small on 
New Y ear’s Day, ensuring 
ride enthusiasts they can 
ride their favorite coasters 
multiple times.

NEW YEAR’S DAY needn’t be all about headaches and 
sleeping in. Spending time outdoors is a fresh way to enjoy the 
start of a new year. (Submitted Photo).

How to ring in the new 
year with Mother Nature



Community 
newspapers 

cannot 
survive 

without their 
advertisers. 

Support them 
by shopping 

local.

Area News
 Patriot, Saturday, January 3, 2026 • Page 5

Employment

B E CK E R  PU B L I C 
SCH O O L S I S H I R I N G  

SCH O O L  B U S D R I V E R S! !

Up to $60 per route based on experience.
Benefits include:
*Health, Dental, & LTD (Coverage year round)
* Paid personal, sick, and holidays
* PERA (Public Employee Retirement Assoc.)
* 403 (B) Matching Retirement Options

$2,000 SIGN ON BONUS!!

*NOW OFFERING PAID TRAINING

Co nt act  us  t o d ay !  
763-2 61-458 8

*MINIMUM OF 3.5 HOURS A DAY WITH 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR MORE

Developing Self-Directed Learners to 
Thrive in a Changing Global Community

Apply in person, 1 mile east of Becker, 
137th left, 1/8 mile on left. 612-747-0163    

NOW HIRING!
KASOWSKI GROUP

• FT FARM LABOR
• FT EQUIPMENT OPERATOR • FT FARM MECHANIC

BECKER PUBLIC SCHOOLS IS HIRING! 
BE A PART OF OUR TEAM!

for information on all our openings, please visit www.becker.k12.mn.us
Questions?  Contact AngelA Oswald @ 763-261-4502, option 3

2025-26 School Year Substitutes:
• TEACHERS

• PARAPROFESSIONALS
• CUSTODIANS

• FOOD SERVERS/
DISHWASHERS

• BUS AND VAN DRIVERS

Business & Professional 
Services  Directory

Attorneys

PETERSON - 
GRIMSMO

FUNERAL CHAPEL
Serving your 

community since 1933
250 East Broadway

Monticello, MN 55362
763-295-2918

Our family serving yours!

Funeral

Mulch

15920 Hwy. 10, Becker • 763-262-0871

Call today for a free estimate!
24/7 Service • Emergency #: 320.267.1855

Visit us online: wruckyeah.com

• Septic system design & installation
• Septic Tank & Drain Field Repair
• Routine Maintenance & emergency Services
• Water jetting, video drain inspection services
• Routine Maintenance & emergency Services
• Water jetting, video drain inspection services

Wruck Excavating Inc. — 
Your trusted septic experts

320-743-2479 
• dahlensheetmetal@frontier.com

Clear Lake, MN
www.dahlensheetmetal.com

763-262-1454
Becker, MN

763-452-2500
Big Lake, MN

320-743-2204
Clear Lake, MN

FUNERAL HOME • CREMATION SERVICES

www.williamsdingmann.com

FAMILY FUNERAL HOMES

SPONSORED BY:

8852 Cty Rd 23
Becker, MN 

Phone:
763.261.5656

Ralph du Monceaux, Owner
Free Loaners ~ Free Estimates 

~ Honest Work

763-261-5656
Ralph’s

Auto Body

• BECKER
Grace Lutheran Church (LCMS)
Pastor: David M. Johnson, 763-262-7782, 11185 27th Ave SE. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am, Sun. School 10:30am, Wed. J.U.M.P. 6pm.
Becker Baptist Church
Pastors: Nathan Bucher (Senior), Kevin Drehmel (Youth) & Amy Drehmel 
(Dir. of Child/Fam. Ministry), 763-261-4202, 11951 Hancock St. Services: 
Sun. Worship/Children 10:30am. During the school year: AWANA for 
Kids/Sun. School 9:15am. Midweek Connect for Kids 6:30pm. Please reg-
ister Kids on our webite. Youth Group: Wed. 6:30pm. www.beckerbaptist.
org. 
Becker Evangelical Free Church
Pastors: Gerald Deppa (Interim Senior), Chris Salvevold (Youth), 763-261-
4125, Becker High School, Office: 11373 150th Ave SE. Services: Sun. 
Worship/Teaching/Fellowship 10am.
Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 12100 Sherburne Ave. Services: Sat. 
Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8:30am & 10:30am. Masses held 1st, 3rd & 5th Sun-
days of the month. (Masses held on 2nd & 4th Sundays in Big Lake).
Faith (Becker) Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Yolanda Denson-Byers & Vicar Molly Wills, 763-261-5751, 11755 
Sherburne Ave. Services: Sun. Worship 9:30am (Holy Communion on the 
1st & 3rd Sundays) Nursery available. Sun. school 9:55am, Refreshments 
& fellowship at 10:30am, Wed. programs: 6:00pm Wed. Worship, 6:30pm 
7th – 9th grade confirmation, 7:30pm Youth Group 1st & 3rd Wed. Bible 
Studies: Tues. 9:00am www.faithlutheran-becker.org.
Oakwood Community Church Assemblies of God
Pastors: Gerry Bass & Sarah, 763-220-6004, 13140 1st St (SW Corner of 
Becker Furniture World). Services: Sun. Bible Study/Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Snake River Free Church
Pastor: Steve Johnston, 612-219-8648, 180th St SE. Services: Sun. Worship/
Sun. School 10:30am., Hymn Sing is second Sun. of every month.
Becker Christian Center & Abundant Grace Church
Pastor: Ken Hanson, 763-262-2177, 15455 59th St SE. Services: Sun. Praise 
& Worship 9:30am, Wed. Family Fellowship 7pm.
Beacon House of Prayer
Pastors: Brian & Linda Holmes, 763-263-3771, 12264 Pleasant Ave. Ser-
vices: Thurs. Worship 6:30pm.
Free Grace United
Pastor: Kevin Wilson, 763-245-0001, Becker High School, 12000 Hancock 
St, Enter door 11. Services: Wed. Worship 6:30pm.

• BIG LAKE
Acts Seventh-Day Adventists Community Church
Pastor: Bill Nixon, 763-263-2287, 20455 187th Ave NW. Services: Sat. 
Worship 9am, Sat. Sabbath School 10:15am.
Bethany Bible Church
763-263-2167, 511 Eagle Lake Road. Services: Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Bridgeview Assembly of God
Pastor: Steve Royalty, 763-263-6274, 20500 County Road 11. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am & 10:45am, Wed. groups (kids/youth/adults) 6:30pm.
SVEA Hill Covenant Church
Pastor: Don Bellach, 763-263-6322, 16392 235th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Cornerstone Baptist Church
Pastor: Gordon Langdon, 763-263-7878, 15300 County Road 35. 
Hope Lutheran Church (ELCA) in Orrock
763-262-0028. www.hopeintherefuge.weebly.com.
IFLESIA AMOR VIVIENTE Living Love Church
Pastores: Juan & Patricia Aguayo, 763-607-5403, 21 Lake St N. Services: 
Sat. 6pm.
Lord of Glory Lutheran Church
Pastor: Marty Mably, 763-263-3090, 15550 190th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
8am & 10:30am.
Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 440 Lake St N. Services: Sat. Mass 
5pm; Sun. 8:30am & 10:30am. Masses held on 2nd & 4th Sundays of the 
month (Masses held on 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays in Becker).
Riverside Church
Online: www.myrc.church, 763-263-2410, 20314 County Road 14. Ser-
vices: Sun 8:45am, 10:30am & 12:05pm.
Saron Lutheran Church
Pastor: Kyle Sidlo, 763-263-2209, 311 Lake St. S. Services: Sun. Worship 

9:30am, indoors or livestream.
Spirit Life Church
763-262-LIFE, 221 Lake St N. Services Sun. mornings 9:45am. Going 
Deeper Sun. 9am. Prophetic Praayer Wed. 7pm.

• SANTIAGO
South Santiago Lutheran Church ELCA
Pastor: Allison Peterson, 763-662-2048, 14675 37th St. Services: Sun. 8am. 
and 10 am, Sun. School 9am.
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church E.L.S. & Princeton Evangelical School
Pastor: Timothy Zenda, 763-662-2570, 18977 17th St. Services: Sun. 
School/Bible Class 10:30am, Divine Worship 9am.
Glendorado Lutheran (ELCA)
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Shari Routh, 920-573-0193, 1100 186th Ave NE. Services: Sun 
Good Shepherd 9am, Sun. Glendorado 10:30am.
Gethsemane Church (ELCA) – Ronneby
Pastor: Barbara Peterson, 320-983-5002, 14478 78th St. NE. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Glendorado Evangelical Country Church
Pastor: Sam Alfano, 763-662-2244, 16999 Glendorado Road NE. Services: 
Sun. School 9:30am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• CLEAR LAKE
Living Waters Church
320-699-0876, 7830 Church St. Services: Sun. Worship 10am, Starting in 
Sept. Wed. night Ladies in Recovery study at 6:30pm.
Trinity Lutheran Church Missouri Synod
Pastor: Josh Reber, 320-743-2919, 8641 Main Ave. Services: Sun. Worship 
8:45am, Sun. School 9:45am.
SHED Church - Non-Denomination in Palmer
Pastor: TBD, 320-241-0123, Palmer Town Hall, 4180 105th Ave. Services: 
Sun. 5pm. www.shedchurch.org.
St. Marcus Catholic Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-743-2481, 8701 Main Ave. Services: Mon.  
& Wed. Mass 8am, Sat. Confessions 4:15pm, Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. 8am.

• DUELM
St. Lawrence Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-968-7502, 10915 Duelm Road NE. Ser-
vices: Sun. Mass 10am, Tues. Mass 8am.

• CLEARWATER
Clearwater United Methodist Church
Pastor: Alison Hendley, 320-558-2581, 405 Main St. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9:30am.
Freedom Bible Baptist Church
320-434-347, 605 Lime St. (Old Clearwater Post Office). Services: Sun. 
Prayer 9am, Sun. School 9:30am, Sun. Worship 10:45am.
Rejoice Lutheran Church – ELCA
Pastor: Jim Bump, 320-558-6851, 1155 County Road 75. 
Services: Sun. School that begins in Worship 9:30am. 
Livestream worship at Rejoice’s Youtube Channel, 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsJGuBda4orT9TWYii5wmGw
Church of St. Luke
Father: Dennis Backer, 320-558-2124, 17545 Huber Ave NW. Services: 
Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8am & 10am, Weekday Mass Tues.-Fri. 8am/
Sat. 9am.
Tri-County Alliance Church
Pastor: David Fogal, 320-558-2750, 8464 160th St NW. Services: Sun. 
School 9am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• SILVER CREEK
Immanuel Lutheran Church
Pastor: Ken Tatkenhorst, 763-878-2820, 11390 Elliot Ave NW. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am
Silver Creek Community Church
Pastor: Zach Pryor, 320-963-3957, 4282 114th St NW. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9am, Sun. Fellowship 10am, Sun. School 10:30am. 

• SAINT CLOUD
Faith Lutheran Church
Pastor: Joshua Reber, 320-252-3315, 3000 County Road SE. Worship: Sun. 
10:15am.

RYAN HUBBARD
763-263-8334 

RESIDENTIAL  • COMMERCIAL - AGRICULTURAL

6715 125th Ave - Clear Lake, MN
320.743.2387 • Cell: 320.290.9843

Scott & Tonia Ulsby

KEN GEROUX CONSTRUCTION
C O R P O R A T I O N

Integrity • Excellence
Uncompromising Customer Satisfaction

Lic. #BC002757
Big Lake • 763-263-6878

Order Online!

Becker Pizza Depot
The Area’s Best Pizza -- Ask Anyone!

14281 Bank Street, Becker • 763-262-2700
www.BeckerPizzaDepot.com • Facebook: Pizza Depot

Pizza, Wings & More

290 EAGLE LAKE RD. N. BIG LAKE
763-263-3262 • WWW.CORNEROAKSDENTAL.COM

FAMILY & COSMETIC DENTISTRY

DR. REED DILL & 
DR. PETER KUEFLER

16455 122nd St Becker MN 55308

763-263-9471

Big Lake

 763-263-6350
parkdental.com

Church DirectoryChurch DirectoryChurch Directory

320-743-2479 
• dahlensheetmetal@frontier.com

P.O. Box 646 • Becker, MN 55308
www.dahlensheetmetal.com

Becker 763-261-4200  |  Princeton 763-389-4099
Monticello 763-271-7177

www.sherburnestatebank.com

Your Hometown Bank

Sherb urne
State Bank

Member 
FDIC

763-262-4237

M-F
8AM-

4:30PM

Owner: Chad Schwintek
13050 1st Street Becker, MN 55308

24 
HOUR
Towing & recovery

19640 200th Ave., Big Lake

• Family Owned 
    & Operated
• Light, Medium and 
    Heavy Duty  Towing 

• Lockouts 
• Jump Starts 
• Winch Recovery

www.bobstowingandrecovery.com

• BIG LAKE 
• ELK RIVER 
• MONTICELLO

williamsdingmann.com

Electrical

Sheet Metal

Funeral

Providers of General and 
Coordinated Specialty 

Dentistry

Dr. Dean Calpas
Dr. Beth Amundson

Dr. Kira Powell

763-263-7100
FAX: 763-263-7114

20460 County Road 11 NW
Big Lake, MN 55309

www.monticellodentalcenter.com

Dental

Submitted Article

(The following article is 
from a post by the Associated 
Press on Monday, Dec. 29).

Federal Homeland Secu-
rity officials were conducting 
a fraud investigation on Mon-
day in Minneapolis, Depart-
ment of Homeland Security 
6ecretary .risti 1oem said.

The action comes after 
years of investigation that 
began with the �3�� million 
scheme at the nonprofit )eed-
ing 2ur )uture, for which 5� 
defendants in Minnesota have 
been convicted. 3rosecutors 
said the organi]ation was at 
the center of the country’s 
largest &29ID�19�related 
fraud scam, when defendants 
e[ploited a state�run, feder-
ally funded program intended 
to provide food for children.

$ federal prosecutor al-
leged earlier in December that 
half or more of the roughly 
�1� billion in federal funds 
that supported 1� programs 
in Minnesota since ��1� may 
have been stolen. Most of the 
defendants are 6omali $mer-
icans, they said.

Minnesota Gov. Tim 
:al] said then that fraud will 
not be tolerated and that his 
administration ³will continue 
to work with federal partners 
to ensure fraud is stopped and 
fraudsters are caught.´ 

1oem on Monday 
posted a video on the social 
platform ; showing D+6 of-
ficers going into an unidenti-
fied business and Tuestioning 
the person working behind 
the counter. 1oem said that 
officers were ³conducting 
a massive investigation on 
childcare and other rampant 
fraud.´ 

³The $merican people 
deserve answers on how their 
ta[payer money is being used 
and $RR(6T6 when abuse is 
found,´ 8.6. Immigration and 
&ustom (nforcement posted. 

The action comes a day 
after )BI Director .ash 3atel 
said on ; that the agency had 
³surged personnel and inves-
tigative resources to Minne-
sota to dismantle large�scale 
fraud schemes e[ploiting fed-
eral programs.´

3atel said that previous 
fraud arrests in Minnesota 
were ³Must the tip of a very 
large iceberg.´

3resident Donald Trump 
has critici]ed :al]’s admin-
istration over the fraud cases 
to date.

In recent weeks, tensions 
have been high between state 
and federal enforcement in 
the area as the Trump admin-
istration’s immigration crack-
down focused on the 6omali 
community in the Minneapo-
lis�6t. 3aul area, which is the 
largest in the country. 

$mong those running 
schemes to get funds for child 
nutrition, housing services 
and autism programs, �� of 
the 9� defendants are 6omali 
$mericans, according to the 
8.6. $ttorney’s 2ffice for 
Minnesota.

:al] spokesperson 
&laire /ancaster said that 
the governor has worked 
for years to ³crack down on 
fraud´ and was seeking more 
authority from the /egisla-
ture to take aggressive action. 
:al] has supported crimi-
nal prosecutions and taken a 
number of other steps, includ-
ing strengthening oversight 
and hiring an outside firm to 
audit payments to high�risk 
programs, /ancaster said.

Federal Fraud 
Investigation 
Underway in 
Minneapolis

Submitted Article

6herburne &ounty has 
adopted an updated Tobacco 
2rdinance that will take effect 
on -uly 1, ����. 

These updates to local 
tobacco regulations ensure 
alignment with Minnesota 
state law while incorporating 
important community health 
protections. By reducing 
youth access and e[posure to 
commercial tobacco and nico-
tine products, these provisions 
promote a healthier environ-
ment for 6herburne &ounty 
residents and aim to improve 
long�term health outcomes.

This ordinance applies to 
all tobacco retailers licensed 
through the county, including 
those in the townships and in 
the cities of Baldwin and =im-
merman.

K ey p rov i si ons i nc lude:
� (stablishing 1� as the 

minimum age for individuals 
selling tobacco;

� Restricting sales of 
flavored vaping products to 
licensed tobacco shops only; 

� Restricting all tobacco 
and vape product sampling;

� $dding a 5���foot min-
imum distance reTuirement 
between new tobacco shops 
and schools;

� ReTuiring annual re-
tailer education for all li-
censed tobacco retailers;

� 8pdating retailer penal-
ties for stores that violate state 
and local tobacco laws; 

� 8pdating local lan-
guage to align with state to-
bacco laws.

³These  changes 
strengthen youth protections 
while supporting responsible 
business practices,´ said 1i-
cole Ruhoff, 3ublic +ealth 
Manager. ³:e appreciate 
the support of the 6herburne 
&ounty Board and our com-
munity partners in making 
these updates possible.´

$ summary of the 
changes is available at 
h t t p s : / / w w w . c o . s h e r -
burne.mn.us/489/Tobac-
co-Free-Living. Both the 
current and newly adopted 
ordinances are available 
on the &ounty website at 
https://www.co.sherburne.
mn.us/651/County-Ordi-
nances.

County adds youth 
protections to 
Tobacco Ordinance

By Don Bellach, 
Contributing Writer

:ith all members pres-
ent, the Big /ake 6chool 
Board certified the ���� 
3roperty Ta[ /evy on 
:ed., Dec. 1�, ���5. 

The total levy amount 
was �13,���,���.55, 
an increase of �.�� 
over last year, or 
���5,�95. It was 
noted that de-
spite the district 
continuing to 
deficit spend 
in the General 
)und unas-
signed fund 
balance, the 
district did 
not levy the 
full amount 
that the M1 
Department of 
(ducation (MD() 
authori]ed for ����.

T ruth i n T axat i on
3rior to the regular 

school board meeting, Di-
rector of Business 6ervices 
$ngie Manuel e[plained 
that the ma[imum ���� 
property ta[ levy amount 
for school districts state-
wide is determined by the 
MD(. Big /ake can levy 
less but it is reTuired to 
pass a voter�approved ref-
erendum for more. 

Big /ake levied 
�3��,���.9� less than the 
ma[imum. The decision 
was made to maintain 
consistency with previ-
ous years’ levies. In fact, 
if homeowners see an in-
crease in their property ta[ 
amount for I6D ���, it is 
because of an increase in 
home values.

Fi sc al C hallenge s
6ince ������3, the 

6tate�mandated General 
Education Formula Fund 
has not kept up with the 
rate of inflation. $lthough 
a �.�5� increase was ap-
proved for ���5���, a 
19� increase was needed 
to keep pace with infla-
tion. $dditionally, special 
education remains under-
funded. 6tatewide, fund-
ing for special education 
in ���� fell short of costs 
by �5�3 million. By ����, 
those costs will be under-
funded by �5�� million.

U nf unded M andates
In an article published 

by the Patriot dated Dec. 
13, ���5, about the 1ovem-
ber 6chool Board meeting, 
this reporter misidentified 
6uperintendent Tim True-
benbach as having re-
Tuested that staff Tuantify 

the amount of spending 
from unfunded 

m a n d a t e s . 

School 
Board Mem-

ber Derek 1el-
son had made the reTuest. 
During :ednesday’s meet-
ing, Manual had an answer. 
Though many factors could 
change, the estimated cost 
is ��1�,��� or appro[-
imately 1� of the total 
school budget. Much of the 
costs were because of the 
new 3aid )amily and Med-
ical /eave $ct which goes 

into effect in ����.
D onati ons
The Big /ake busi-

ness community continues 
to be generous, with sev-
eral donations e[ceeding 
�1,���. Riverside &hurch 
donated ��,��� in :almart 
gift cards to help families 
in need. Big /ake 6pud 
)est made two donations 
of �5,��� each to the Inte-
grated Mental 3erformance 
3artnership and for 3rom. 

The &entral Minnesota 
Manufacturers $ssoci-
ation donated �1,1�� 
for a <outh $ppren-
tice event. Mathison 

Motors donated 
winter clothing 
totaling ����. 

2026 Big Lake School District 
Tax Levy to increase 4.6%

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 612/332-8844.  Thank you.

MDAN

2x4
2x8

2x2

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 1/4/2026 Central

Call 1-844-968-0083 to order item 2692X
or Visit HaleGroves.com/H6YU41

* Only $34.99 (reg. $44.99) plus $7.99 shipping and handling per pack to 48
contiguous states. Some restrictions may apply. Limit 5 boxes per customer.

IC:  H6YU41

27% SAVINGS
INCLUDING SHIPPING

ONLY

$3499*

Reg. Price $44.99
Special Limited

Time Offer!

Hale Mini Honeybells
The once a year citrus sensation!

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
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2x4
2x8

2x2

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 1/4/2026 Central

Call 1-844-968-0083 to order item 2692X
or Visit HaleGroves.com/H6YU41

* Only $34.99 (reg. $44.99) plus $7.99 shipping and handling per pack to 48
contiguous states. Some restrictions may apply. Limit 5 boxes per customer.

IC:  H6YU41

27% SAVINGS
INCLUDING SHIPPING

ONLY

$3499*

Reg. Price $44.99
Special Limited

Time Offer!

Hale Mini Honeybells
The once a year citrus sensation!

Beautiful Sunsets — 
Immaculate McDowall Lake
Inviting home with alluring updates! Spotless 4-BR, 3-bath Modified 2 story. 

Prime location backed up to a beautiful park and trail system! Open floor 
plan, 4 season porch w/stunning views. 3 upper-level BR w/ luxurious jetted 

soaking tub w/walk-in closet. Updated bathrooms! Stylish 3-car garage. 
Paved parking spot, fire pit, storage shed, kids play-house, kenneled area, 

sprinkler system, full unfinished W/O Bsmt. New furnace/AC 2025, new 
water softener 2025 (owned), Newer (2 years) water heater & roof (3 years)! 
Spacious backyard. MUST SEE. $419,900. 5541 ABERDEEN WAY, BIG LAKE. 

MLS#6823311. https://listings.nextdoorphotos.com/5541aberdeenway
Call Romeo Perez @ 651-357-0721 for a private showing!
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Area News - Sports
ASAP Pumping Service

• Commercial septic Pumping
• Residential Septic Tank Pumping 
• Holding Tanks• Routine Maintenance
• Tank Compliance• Emergency Service

Call 
763 415-0319

Serving Becker, Big Lake, Elk 
River and Surrounding Area

Emergency 
Service!

Keller Lake Commons in Big Lake, now an Assisted Living Community 
offering full apartments ranging from 644 to 956 square feet. Cable is included in rents 

for private pay and housing support (formerly known as GRH) renters. Accepting EW and 
CADI. For more information please contact Nicole Gilder, Housing Director at 

763-263-2363 or check us out online at www.kellerlakecommons.com

Be a Patriot Page 
Sponsor! Call 

763.275.0275 to 
secure your ad

PROUD SPONSOR
OF THE 

NEWSPAPER,
EVENTS, ACTIVITIES

AND BUSINESSES
IN OUR LOCAL

COMMUNITIES!

763-262-5850
tjpottertrucking.com

Cory Nuest
Mortgage Originator
NMLS 402524
(320) 287-3329

Expect 
local and
knowledgeable
mortgage 
lenders.

CorTrustBank.com/Mortgage

Raise your expectations.

Mortgage Originator

geable
mortgage 

CorTrustBank.com

Raise your expectations.

Member FDIC
NMLS 458038

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIALRESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 612/332-8844.  Thank you.

MDAN

2x4
2x8

2x2

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 1/4/2026 Central

Call 1-844-968-0083 to order item 2692X
or Visit HaleGroves.com/H6YU41

* Only $34.99 (reg. $44.99) plus $7.99 shipping and handling per pack to 48
contiguous states. Some restrictions may apply. Limit 5 boxes per customer.

IC:  H6YU41

27% SAVINGS
INCLUDING SHIPPING

ONLY

$3499*

Reg. Price $44.99
Special Limited

Time Offer!

Hale Mini Honeybells
The once a year citrus sensation!

320-391-6824

By Maria Moore, 
Contributing Writer

The Becker/Big Lake 
Eagles hockey team took on 
the Chisago Lakes Wildcats 
on Thurs., Dec.18. Unfortu-
nately, they were unable to 
overpower them, and in the 
end, they lost 7-4. 

The four players who 
scored on the Eagles’ side 
were Raymond Clark, Car-
ter Tatge, Tate Spilde, and 

Lucas Hancock. Assists 
came from Jack Schwartz 
(two), Spilde (two), and 
Tanner Felton (one).

Becker/Big Lake Eagles 
take tough loss

By Bill Morgan, 
Editor

Big Lake’s boys basketball 
team recently defeated Paynesville 
90-74 on Dec. 29, 2025, at the Hol-
iday Hoops tournament in Perham. 

Big Lake advanced to the cham-
pionship against Perham (played 
Tuesday) and Paynesville played 
Sauk Centre for third place.

Judd Layton led the Hornets 
with 28 points while Trevor Stuck-
enholtz had 14 and Eddie Reiner-

talso had 14. 
The win improved Big Lake’s 

record to 3-2, while Paynesville 
dropped to 2-5.

Games were held at Perham 
High School (The Hive), Prairie 
Wind Middle School, and Heart of 

the Lakes Elementary.
Vs. Perham
The Hornets captured the title 

with a 82-70 win over Perham Tues-
day night. Judd had 18 points,  Will 
Newland, 18, Leroy Hamrin 14. and  
Lane Pettis,11.

Hornets advance to title game at Perham, win big

By Mark Kolbinger, 
Contributing Writer

The Becker Bulldog 
boys basketball team went 
1-1 in the Breakdown Cap-
ital City Classic last week-
end.

Last Saturday, Becker 
dominated with a 73-35 
win over St. Paul Harding 
in a game that saw Senior 
Nathan Weiss set the pro-
gram’s all-time record for 
made three-pointers with 
his 161st career make from 
beyond the arc.

Head Coach Cory 
Nuest emphasized that the 
milestone reflected much 
more than individual suc-
cess. 

“As a coach, it’s al-
ways hard to know how 
much to highlight indi-
vidual accolades because 
every record is built on 
the teamwork behind it,” 
Nuest said. “Nathan does 
so many other great things 
for us. He leads our team 
in assists, has been guard-
ing one of the other team’s 
top scorers, and has been 
rebounding at a high level. 
That makes it easy to cel-
ebrate his accomplish-
ments.”

Overall, the Bulldogs 
were unselfish on the of-
fensive end, recording 
23 assists while commit-
ting just nine turnovers.  
Nuest’s squad battled on 
the boards, with 17 offen-
sive rebounds despite being 
undersized. 

Bryce Paumen led 
the scoring with 27 points 
(nine rebounds), while 
Isiah Boyer finished with 
12 points (seven rebounds).  
Other notable stats in-
cluded Troy Nuest with 
eight rebounds and six as-
sists, and Saul Kreft with 
seven points and seven re-
bounds.

Nuest also credited the 
entire roster for the culture 
the Bulldogs are building. 

“All of our guys are 

unselfish, and that’s what 
makes this group really fun 
to coach,” he said.

South
A night earlier, 

Becker suffered its first 
loss of the season, 80-82 
in double overtime, on a 
buzzer-beater against Min-
neapolis South.

Becker entered the 
matchup ranked #7 in 
the state and was tested 
throughout by a South 
team with talented guards 
who shot the ball well and 
consistently put pressure 
on the Bulldogs’ defense.

“South took us out of 
our formula for winning 
basketball games,” Nuest 
said. “They broke down 
our defense, hit open shots, 
and when they missed, they 
extended possessions on 
the glass.”

Despite the loss, 
Becker showed toughness 

and competitiveness, bat-
tling through regulation 
and two overtime periods. 

Boyer led the Bull-
dogs with 30 points, nine 
rebounds, and four assists, 
while Bryce Paumen added 
24 points and a team-high 
12 rebounds. Weiss con-
tributed 11 points, six re-
bounds, and nine assists, 
and Troy Nuest chipped in 
11 points, four rebounds, 
four assists, and three 
steals.

“Our guys played hard 
and competed the entire 
game,” Nuest said. “This 
was a great opportunity 
for us to be in a game like 
this early in the season. 
It showed some areas we 
need to clean up, and that’s 
how you learn and get bet-
ter.”

Bulldog boys 1-1 in CC Classic

BULLDOG NATHAN WEISS pictured here in the team’s vic-
tory over Delano last week,  recently claimed the career three 
point record for the Becker boys program. (Submitted Photo.)

By Mark Kolbinger, 
Contributing Writer

The Becker girls bas-
ketball team split a pair of 
games at last weekend’s 
Breakdown Granite City 
Classic, losing to Byron 
70-48 on opening night be-
fore picking up a 68-52 win 
over Sartell the next day.

In the win over the Sa-
bres, the Bulldogs enjoyed 
a 10 rebound advantage on 
the boards and led 36-27 at 
halftime to avenge last sea-
son’s loss.

“We lost to Sartell last 
year down the stretch so it 
was nice to get them this 
time around,” Coach Dan 
Baird said.  “Our turnovers 
were down (from the previ-
ous day) so we had a nice, 
pretty clean game.”

Juliana Stach had her 
best game as a Bulldog, 

scoring 20 points, and add-
ing 10 rebounds, six assists, 
and five steals for a double 
double performance.

“She was six-for-eight 
from the three-point line 
and played incredible de-
fense,” Baird added.

Andie Changamire 
had 14 points and nine re-
bounds to continue her fine 
season, while Baird cred-
ited Adele Changamire 
for her excellent defensive 
game, holding Sabre stand-
out Kennedy Lewis  to just 
13 points.

Additional Becker 
stats: Adele Changamire 11 
points, six rebounds; Ady 
Petty five assists; Alyse 
Denne five points; Rowan 
Hausmann five points; 
Tess Brown 13 points, five 
rebounds.

Byron
In the opening round 

loss to #9 state-ranked 
Byron, the Bulldogs com-
mitted too many turnovers 
(26) to keep the game close.

“We committed 26 
turnovers which led to 33 
points off turnovers for 
Byron, whereas we only 
accumulated 10 points off 
turnovers,” Baird said.  
“That was really the differ-
ence in the game.  We did 
a poor job at breaking their 
press all night.”

Adele Changamire 
led Becker with 13 points, 
while Andie Changamire 
had 10 points and seven re-
bounds.

The Bulldogs will be 
back in action this week, 
hosting Zimmerman on 
Tuesday and North Branch 
on Friday.

Bulldog girls 1-1 at Breakdown GCC

By Maria Moore, 
Contributing Writer

Becker gymnasts put on 
a beautiful performance and 
took first place with a score 
of 142.5 against six teams at 
the recent St. Cloud Crush 
Team Pride Invitational. 

The toughest teams to 
beat in the invitational were 
St. Cloud Crush and Cam-
bridge-Isanti. 

Vault scores were as 
follows: Second place, 
Maggie Graning (9.3), fifth 

place, Alyse Denne (9.1), 
seventh place, Brielle Kus-
chel (9.0), and 10th place, 
Chloe Spear (8.9). 

Bar results were as fol-
lows: First place, Graning 
(9.2), second place, Denne 
(9.1), and eighth place, 
Spear (8.3). 

Beam results were 
as follows: Second place, 
Denne (9.15), fifth place, 
Graning (8.75), sixth place, 
Kuschel (8.7), and sev-
enth place, Sabrina Jensen 
(8.65). 

Floor results were 
as follows: Second place, 
Graning (9.35), sixth place, 
Kuschel (9.05), seventh 
place, Denne (9.0), and 10th 
place, Spear (8.9). 

All-Around
Graning placed sec-

ond in the all-around with 
a season-best score of 36.6. 
Denne placed third with a 
personal record of 36.35. 
Kuschel placed sixth with 
a personal record of 34.55.

Becker gymnastics takes 1st at invitational




