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Rivers of Hope is expanding their 
services. See the story on page 10.

BIG LAKE
TJ Zerwas with Big Lake Schools 

won a facilities management 
award. See the story 

on page 9. 

BECKER
LPI (Liberty Paper) made a sizable 
donation to Becker Schools as well 

as other deserving schools.  
See the story on page 3. 
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I N S E RT S 
•  B i l l ’s  F a m i l y 

Fo o d s
•  M e n a r d s

•  B e cke r  Tr u e  Va l u e
•  3  S o n ’s  H a r d w a r e

•  R u n n i n g s

for re-electing us as your team to be your voice for 
common-sense and Constitutional values at the MN Capitol.
Sen. Andrew Mathews, Dist. 27 & Rep. Shane Mekeland, Dist. 27A

State Representative
Shane Mekeland

State Senator
Andrew Mathews

Thank you...

Paid for by Andrew Mathews for Senate, PO Box 193, Princeton, MN 55371Paid for by Andrew Mathews for Senate, PO Box 193, Princeton, MN 55371
Paid for by Shane Mekeland for MN House of Representatives, PO Box 176, Becker, MN 55308Paid for by Shane Mekeland for MN House of Representatives, PO Box 176, Becker, MN 55308

Put all your toys in one basket!

Parker Friedman
Big Lake

763-450-1350 
NMLS# 2144139

Subject to Credit Approval. N.M.L.S. #411232

Jessica Martineau-Tellegen
Monticello

763-295-4411
NMLS#1493691

www.libertybankmn.com
or visit us online at: libertyapply.com

It’s a great time to consolidate those obligations into one low monthly payment. Give us a call!

THE INFAMOUS EAGLE 
FAMILY was once again spotted 
in their home tree on Big Lake. 
Residents of the area were ex-
cited to see the mated pair re-
turn. (Submitted photo taken by 
Jeff Haligan.)

By Bill Morgan, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

Twenty years ago in 
November, George W. 
Bush was running the 
country, Lose Yourself by 
Eminem was the top song 
in the U.S., the movie The 
Santa Clause 2 was at the 
top of the box office at 
theaters and JAG, Becker, 
Andromeda and Smallville 
were some of the TV shows 
people were watching at the 
time.

Oh, and the practice 
of Dr. Stephanie Gruenes 
opened their doors for the 
first time.

The Grueneses (Steph-
anie and Joe) celebrated 
their 20th anniversary last 
week with cake and candles 
for their center for cosmetic 
dentistry. Back then when 
they started, it was just Joe, 
Stephanie and one other 

employee, Jodi, when they 
began taking on customers. 
The building they currently 
reside in was built  by 
Miller Construction after 
they broke ground on July 
8 of 2002. By November, 
they opened their doors and 
have never looked back.

“I re-
m e m b e r 
those first 
few days,” 
s a i d 
S t e p h a -
nie. “The 
feeling of 
nervousness and anxious-
ness. Then the dread of not 
being able to find anything 
because it was all so new to 
us.”

Before the doors 
opened that November, 
Stephanie and her staff 
worked tirelessly contact-
ing people they knew and 
advertising that they were 

opening their own practice.
“We started with a 

laptop and a computer pro-
gram and started utilizing 
those tools to start adver-
tising and getting the word 
out,” Stephanie said.

The Beginnings
Stephanie, a native to 

Clear Lake, 
first got a job 
out of school 
at a prac-
tice in Sauk 
Rapids and 
worked there 
about 2.5 

years. When she wanted to 
start her own practice, she 
and Joe started looking for 
locations and Becker was at 
the top of their list.

“Clear Lake was too 
small for a practice and my 
mom was living in Becker 
and so I spent a lot of time 
there,” said Stephanie. “It’s 

THE STEPHANIE GRUENES DENTAL TEAM. Front row, Dr. Stephanie Gruenes 
and Joe Gruenes. Back row, left to right: Jamie Smith, Danielle Potocnik, Kim Grif-
fith, Alexa Wendt, Kristen Martin and Courtney Beaver. (Submitted Photo).

Gruenes Dentistry celebrates 20 years

DR. STEPHANIE GRUENES
Center for Cosmetic Dentistry

A PERFECT SMILE STARTS HERE

By Bill Morgan, 
Staff Writer

Tuesday’s lines to vote 
in person at local polling 
stations were astonishing 
as voters lined the side-
walks and parking lots to 
cast their votes in the 2022 
midterm election.

Polling stations opened 
their doors at 7 a.m. and 
polls stayed open until 8 
p.m..

Governor Race
Tim Walz re-gained 

the Governor seat by beat-
ing Scott Jensen 52% to 
45%.

Attorney General
Keith Ellison defeated 

Jim Schultz with 1,254,406 
votes to 1,233,600.

Secretary of State
Steve Simon was de-

clared winner over. Kim 
Crockett with 55% of the 
vote to 45%.

Auditor
Julie Blaha and Ryan 

Wilson were virtually tied 
as of press time.

Congressional 
District 6
Incumben t  Tom 

Emmer  defeated Jeanne 
Hendricks with 62% of the 
vote compared to 38%.

State Senator 
District 27
Andrew Mathews  beat 

Emy Minzel with 72% of 
the vote compared to 28%.

State Senator 
District 29
Bruce Anderson  beat 

Chris Brazelton with 68% 
of the vote to 32%.

State Representative 
District 27A
Incumbent Shane Me-

keland received 71% of the 
vote to beat Ron Thiessen’s 
29%.

State Representative 
District 29A
Joe McDonald gar-

nered 71% of the vote over 
Sherri Leyda’s 29%.

Sherburne County 
Commissioner 
District 2
Raeanne Danielowski 

garnered 3,878 votes to 

Paul A. Fanberg’s 2,944. 
Sherburne County 
Commissioner 
District 3
Gregg Felber beat 

Mark A Swanson by 52  
votes with 50% of the votes 
to Swanson’s 49%. 

Sherburne County
Commissioner 
District 4
Jerome (Lefty) Kleis 

lost to Gary H. Gray, who 

Results are in!

By Katherine Cantin,
Staff Writer
Reporter.Katie@PatriotNewsMN.com

Layla Mathews is a 
student of Becker High 
School, a brain cancer sur-
vivor, and, now, a small 
business owner. With the 
help of her mom and many 
friends and family, Layla is 
operating “12 Cookies Co.” 
She is donating 25% of the 
profits from cookie sales 
back to the children’s hos-
pital that treated her. 

Battle with Cancer
Layla’s teachers no-

ticed her struggling in 
school while she was in 
sixth grade. She was un-
characteristically unfo-
cused, and needed to be 
placed in a quiet room to 

get any of her schoolwork 
done. 

Over winter break of 
that year, she woke up with 

t e r -

rible neck pain that would 
not dissipate. Her parents 
brought her to see a doctor, 
who believed it was a sinus 
infection and put her on an-
tibiotics. 

Layla continued to 
struggle with symptoms, 
and so, on the snowiest 
day of the year according 
to her mom, Shannon 
Mathews, they drove to 
the hospital to get a CT 
scan. 

Layla reported that 
the scan took a long time, 
and afterwards they were 
set in a room with a nurse 
and were told to expect a 
call from Layla’s primary 
physician. LAYLA MATHEWS has now been cancer-free for three years. Above left, she 

holds her recipe book, which she uses to help her bake and sell cookies in the name 
of raising money for pediatric cancer research. At right, Layla shortly after her sur-
gery. (Photos by Katherine Cantin and Submitted.)

Becker HS student gives back 
after surviving brain cancer

GRUENES to page 8

ELECTION to page 5

MATHEWS to page 6
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       Patriot READERS: 
Enter the Patriot Merchant’s annual Thanksgiving drawing! Fill your name out on the Turkey entry 

blanks and take them to participating merchants. Drawings will be held Monday Nov. 21 and winners’ 
names will be published in our Saturday, Nov. 26 issue of the Patriot. WINNERS: Stop at the store 
where your name was drawn, pick up a certificate and present it to Coborn’s Grocery for your turkey, 

up to 12 pounds! Costs for Turkeys over 12 pounds are the responsibility of the customer.

1295 Co. Rd. 75 NW, Clearwater

Name______________________________

Address________________________________

Phone__________________________________
No purchase necessary.  Drawing Nov. 21

Register for 1 FREE Turkey!

Clearwater Merchants

14054 Bank St., Becker

Name________________________________

Address________________________________

Phone__________________________________
No purchase necessary.  Drawing Nov. 21

Register for 1 FREE Turkey!

720 Co. Rd. 75 NW, Clearwater

Name______________________________

Address________________________________

Phone__________________________________
No purchase necessary.  Drawing Nov. 21

Register for 1 FREE Turkey!

Name________________________________

Address________________________________

Phone__________________________________
No purchase necessary.  Drawing Nov. 21

Register for 1 FREE Turkey!

945 ST. Hwy. 24, Clearwater

Name________________________________

Address________________________________

Phone__________________________________
No purchase necessary.  Drawing Nov. 21

Register for 1 FREE Turkey!

505 No. Walnut St., Clearwater

Name________________________________

Address________________________________

Phone__________________________________
No purchase necessary.  Drawing Nov. 21

Register for 1 FREE Turkey!
Oodles of Doodles

Pet Spa

845 Hwy. 24, Clearwater

Name________________________________

Address________________________________

Phone__________________________________
No purchase necessary.  Drawing Nov. 21

Register for 1 of 10 FREE Turkeys!

105 Pine Street, Clearwater

Name________________________________

Address________________________________

Phone__________________________________
No purchase necessary.  Drawing Nov. 21

Register for 1 of (2) $15 gift certificates

T&R MEATS
900 St. Hwy. 24, Clearwater

Name________________________________

Address________________________________

Phone__________________________________
No purchase necessary.  Drawing Nov. 21

Register for 1 of 3 FREE Turkeys!

705 Co. Rd. 75 NW, Clearwater

Name________________________________

Address________________________________

Phone__________________________________
No purchase necessary.  Drawing Nov. 21

Register for 1 FREE Turkey!

Name________________________________

Address________________________________

Phone__________________________________
No purchase necessary.  Drawing Nov. 21

Register for 1 FREE Turkey!

705 Co. Rd. 75 NW, Clearwater

clear LAKE/Palmer /Oak Park Area Merchants

Name_______________________________

Address_______________________________

Phone________________________________
No purchase necessary.  Drawing Nov. 21

Register for 1 of 2 FREE Turkeys!Introducing....

(Formerly Clear Lake Amoco)

Ralphie’S

New gas pumps! regular, non-oxy premium, E-85, unleaded 88 & diesel! 
Save more on minnoco mondays (same as Elk River location)

Save 4¢/gallon with minnoco rewards everyday!

Ralphie’S

works plus car wash
Clear Lake • 320-743-4638

Not valid with any other offers or coupons
Pat Exp. 9-30-22

NEW CAR 
WASH!

Ralphie’S$2 off Propane
Clear Lake • 320-743-4638

Not valid with any other offers or coupons
Pat Exp. 9-30-22

Live Bait 
& Tackle!

New & 
Improved 

Deli!

Clear Lake Store Hours: M-F, 5am-9pm; Sat., 6am-8pm; Sun., 7am-8pm
Elk River Store Hours: M-F, 5am-9pm; Sat. & Sun., 6:30am-8pm

Check out minnoco on 
the go fuel saver + instant 
rewards program!
• fuel discounts
• savings on all 
   purchases
• exclusive 
   offers
• special 
   savings 
   notifications

Under New Management!

$7$5.00 
savings!

5988 Front Street 
Clear Lake, MN 55319

Name_____________________________

Address_______________________________

Phone________________________________
No purchase necessary.  Drawing Nov. 21

16623 Ironwood Rd NE, Oak Park

Register for 1 FREE Turkey!

Oak Park 
Co-op Creamery

Name____________________________

Address______________________________

Phone________________________________
No purchase necessary.  Drawing Nov. 21

4258 105th Ave., Clear Lake

Register for 1 FREE Turkey!

Name_____________________________

Address______________________________

Phone________________________________
No purchase necessary.  Drawing Nov. 21

8523 1st Ave. E., 
Clear Lake, MN 56319

Register for 1 FREE Turkey!

Name________________________________

Address________________________________

Phone__________________________________
No purchase necessary.  Drawing Nov. 21

Register for 1 of 2 FREE Turkeys!

800 Nelson Drive, Suite 007, Clearwater935 Clearwater Center, Clearwater

Name________________________________

Address________________________________

Phone__________________________________
No purchase necessary.  Drawing Nov. 21

Register for 1 of 2 FREE Turkeys!
CW FAMILY 

CHIROPRACTIC

Who 
wants a 

drumstick?

700 St. Hwy. 24, Clearwater

Name________________________________

Address________________________________

Phone__________________________________
No purchase necessary.  Drawing Nov. 21

Register for 1 FREE Turkey!

LAKE CENTRAL 
BANK

Name_______________________________

Address_______________________________

Phone________________________________
No purchase necessary.  Drawing Nov. 21

Register for 1 FREE Turkey!

14054 Bank St., Becker

Name_______________________________

Address_______________________________

Phone________________________________
No purchase necessary.  Drawing Nov. 21

Register for 1 FREE Turkey!

2080 165th Ave SE, 
Santiago, MN 55377



Submitted Article

(Editor’s Note: The fol-
lowing article was submitted 
to the Patriot by Leah Rado, 
Marketing & Communica-
tions Specialist at BBBS.)

Big Brothers Big Sis-
ters of Central Minnesota, 
Independent School District 
742, and Granite Partners 
are excited to announce the 
pilot launch of BIG Partners, 
a program that strengthens 
educational, college, and ca-
reer opportunities for students 
facing barriers. The highly 
focused mentoring program 
fosters resilience and encour-
ages intentional collaboration 
across experiences.

Inspired by thought 
leader and mentor Ayan 
Omar, Director of Equity for 
St. Cloud Area Schools, and 
structured as an extension of 
the Big Brothers Big Sisters 
model, the program aims to 
provide deep, one-on-one 
mentoring of select high 
school juniors by profession-

als from Granite Partners and 
local Granite Companies, 
including DeZURIK, Geo-
Comm, Microbiologics, and 
Rotochopper.

The program’s name – 
BIG Partners – is an acronym 
for the three collaborating 
organizations, each bring-
ing what it knows best and 
recognizing an alignment in 

mission. Big Brothers Big 
Sisters brings youth mento-
ring and program develop-
ment expertise from a long 
history of community-based 
mentoring. ISD 742’s equity 
office brings relationships 
with local high school stu-
dents and a focus on address-
ing disparities and creating 
opportunities for student suc-

cess. Granite Partners brings 
mentors with educational and 
career experience from their 
business community. 

The pilot cohort will 
welcome 13 students from 
Tech and Apollo high 
schools into 1-on-1 mento-
ring partnerships during the 
school year. Throughout the 
program students will have 

opportunities to:
• Explore paths to techni-

cal and community colleges, 
4-year educational institu-
tions, military service, and 
apprenticeships;

• Visit local businesses 
and hear from area business 
leaders;

• Develop key career 
readiness skills and learn 
about local career paths and 
employment opportunities;

• Network with business 
and educational leaders to 
build connections and sup-
port.

Shelly Bauerly Kopel, 
Partner with Granite Part-
ners, said, “When Ayan first 
shared her story with me, I 
found her work inspirational. 
For several years she has 
been mentoring high school 
students 1-on-1 and having a 
significant impact. Through 
BIG Partners, we see the op-
portunity to scale her vision, 
collaborating to expand the 
excellent work she had al-
ready started.”

Ayan Omar sees strong 
benefits from a community 
collaboration that spans the 
education, nonprofit, and pri-
vate sectors. She said, “We 
have many students with 
creativity and aptitude – the 
challenge is in pointing them 
toward available opportu-
nities and helping them ef-
fectively navigate. To have 
business walking alongside 
education is just a great way 
to support students as they 
transition from high school.”

With mentoring as the 
backbone of the program, 
Big Brothers Big Sisters is 
a great source of expertise. 
“We are excited to be a part 
of this innovative collabo-
ration,” said Ann Matvick, 
Program Director at Big 
Brothers Big Sisters of Cen-
tral Minnesota. “With the 
support of partners like ISD 
742 and Granite Partners, we 
can inspire a meaningful, life-
long impact on young people 
while strengthening our com-
munity.” 

CENTRAL MN ONLINE ONLY 2 PART 
ESTATE AUCTION 
PART 1: Outdoor/Firearms/Shop Equipment (250+ Lots) 

BIDDING OPENS NOV 13 AND CLOSES NOV 23 
•2001 Chevy Silverado 1500 Ext Cab 4x4 Pickup 73k •2019 JD X738 
4x4 Lawn Tractor Only 55 Hrs Soft Cab JD47 Snowblower •CL8000 
CSP XLT 4-Post Portable Lift •H&H 76”x10’ Utility Trailer •Northstar 

Pressure Washer •Troybuilt Chipper/Shredder •Snapper Snowblower 
•Snap-on Tool Chests •Snap-on Tools •Air Compressors •Henry 22 
Lever Action •Stevens 22 Pump •Stevens 22 Bolt Action •Stevens 

410 Single Shot •Ruger 357 Mag Revolver •Taurus 9mm •Iver 
Johnson Revolver •Shop Equipment 

   
PART 2: Corvette/Diecast/Antiques/Household (250+ Lots) 

BIDDING OPENS NOV 21 AND CLOSES DEC 1 
•1965 Corvette Conv 327 V8 80k •Die-Cast Cars •70 Norman 

Rockwell Plates •Copper Boilers •Vintage Tackle & Tackle Boxes 
•Antique Dressers & Chests •Many More Items 

    Bid Online: https://bid.meagherauctioneers.com 
73-0500011     320-250-2958     info@meagherauctioneers.com 
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Area News

•••••• UPCOMING AUCTIONS ••••••

THIS IS A PARTIAL LISTING. B.P. & MN tax applies. 
See website for more: 
www.midwestauctions.com/sharer 
Keith Sharer Auction Service

320-267-1963

WEDNESDAY 
NOVEMBER 16TH, 4:00 PM 

3825 Shadowood Dr. NE. Sauk Rapids, MN  • Directions: St. Cloud, E. on Hwy 23 Left 0n 40th (Follow Signs)

SUNDAY 
NOVEMBER 20TH, 11:00 AM 

WEDNESDAY  
NOVEMBER 23RD, 4:00 PM 

NOW TAKING CONSIGNMENTS FOR JANUARY HIGH END ANTIQUE & SIGN AUCTION

Antiques & collectibles, Household 
& décor’, Furniture, Microwaves, Tools 

& outdoor, Yard & garden

Quality Building Supplies 
at Affordable Prices

Since 1975

BOOK YOUR ORDER!

Call for a FREE estimate
117th Ave., Milaca

(north end of Milaca off Central Ave)

BUILDING
$PECIAL$

320-983-6304 • 1-800-818-1846

LATCHAM-LIND LUMBER &
POST FRAME BUILDINGS

Bar

Tuesday Nights 6:30
$1,000 in 59 Numbers

Proceeds for St. Lawrence Church
10915 Duelm Rd NE, Foley

License #01080

11025 Duelm
Road NE,

Foley, MN

We have ETABS

Auctions

Scandinavian menu: Lutefisk, Ham, Meatballs, Potatoes, Rutabagas, 
Vegetable, Coleslaw, Cranberries, Lefse & Pie.

Saturday Nov. 19, 3-7pm
$20 - ages 13 & up for Lutefisk, Ham & Meatballs;
$15 - ages 13 & up for Ham & Meatballs only;
$10 - ages 6-12

LUTEFISK, HAM & MEATBALL DINNER

GLENDORADO LUTHERAN CHURCH
1100 186th Ave. NE • Princeton, MN 55371

10 miles West of Princeton or 6 miles NE of Hwy. 25 & 95
Handicap parking and elevator available

763-262-4000 • 12287 Hancock Street, Becker

Submitted Article

(Editor’s Note: The 
following article was sub-
mitted to the Patriot by 
Kimberly Noetzel, LDI Cor-
porate Communications.)

In a multi-year effort 
to help Level the Playing 
Field for Kids in Education, 
New Hope-based Liberty 
Diversified International 
(LDI) gave more than 
$100,000 to schools within 
their 23-location footprint, 
including a $5,000 dona-
tion from Liberty Paper to 
the Becker School District.

The Becker School 
District has received 
$10,000 within two years 
from Liberty Paper (a 
company of LDI) and new 
this year; Liberty Paper 
will also give the district 
fifty $25 Gratitude checks 
for teachers to use as they 
deem appropriate. LDI be-
lieves that each of us can 
make a difference in the 
lives of children and un-
derstands local schools and 
teachers know the needs of 
their classrooms and stu-
dents.

“We are grateful for 

Liberty Paper and all of 
our community partners for 
their fantastic support of 
our schools and students,” 
said Jeremy Schmidt, Su-
perintendent of Becker 
Public School District. 
“We will use this donation 
to continue to improve and 

provide opportunities for 
our students who need it 
most. Some of the uses will 
be field trip tuition support, 
activity scholarships, and 
increased learning opportu-
nities.” 

As a family-owned 
company, LDI helps by 

providing funding and 
volunteer opportunities 
for all U.S.-based employ-
ees to engage with school 
and community partners 
throughout the year.

To help kids find suc-
cess in learning, they pro-
vide access to tools and 
resources, healthy food & 
caring adults and the Grati-
tude program is an example 
of their efforts.

“Our employees come 
together each year to pack 
backpacks, healthy snack 
kits, collect food and build 
relationships with schools 
to learn about needs and 
how they can help,” said 
Greg Theis, President and 
CEO of LDI.

The Leveling the Play-
ing Field for Kids in Edu-
cation initiative started in 
2021 and LDI has given 
nearly $200,000 to local 
schools. LDI is a privately 
held family of businesses 
with more than 2,000 em-
ployees operating in multi-
ple industries. The company 
is more than 100 years old, 
with its foundation in paper 
and packaging.

LIBERTY PAPER OF BECKER donated a $5,000 check on Halloween to the 
Becker School District as part of their Level the Playing Field for Kids in Education 
program. Left to right: Ashley Holthaus, Fibres Customer Service Representative at 
Liberty Paper; Kelly Schustak, Human Resources Generalist at Liberty Paper; Carla 
Nolan, Assistant Superintendent of Curriculum and Instruction at Becker Public 
Schools;  Jeremy Schmidt, Superintendent Becker Public Schools and Chuck Legatt, 
VP Liberty Paper. (Submitted Photo).

Liberty gives more than $100,000 to local schools
Becker Schools receives $5,000 grant

By Katherine Cantin,
Staff Writer
Reporter.Katie@PatriotNewsMN.com

Last Wednesday, Amer-
iCorps Seniors RSVP of St. 
Cloud hosted a free workshop 
with Bounce Back through 
CentraCare at the Becker 
Community Center (BCC). 
The workshop discussed 
health through happiness, and 
how seniors 55+ could adopt 
habits that would keep them 
feeling happy, as happiness in 
a person’s life leads to better 
relationships. sleep, memory, 
and overall health. 

The workshop discussed 
the five pillars of resilience, 
which include self-aware-
ness, purpose, mindfulness, 
relationships, and self-care. 
Attendees learned about 
building on these pillars by 

using tools such as random 
acts of kindness, three good 
things (writing down three 
positive things that happened 
each day), gratitude, social 
connections, mindfulness and 
self care, purpose, and confi-
dence and adaptability. 

Speaker Melissa Pribyl 
of CentraCare noted that peo-
ple who used these tools be-
came better friends, spouses, 
and neighbors because the 
people around them would 
be drawn to their joy for life. 
Those who care for their hap-
piness and mental well-being 
typically saw many health 
benefits as well. 

Carole McNaugh-
ton-Commers, RSVP 
program coordinator for 
Sherburne and Wright coun-
ties, noted that volunteering 
and giving back to the com-

munity similarly had an effect 
of promoting mental health. 
RSVP is an organization 
for seniors age 55 and older 
looking for volunteer oppor-
tunities in their community. 

A LARGE CROWD attended the RSVP Bounce Back workshop at the BCC last Webnesday, ready to learn about ways to 
promote happiness in their lives. (Photo by Katherine Cantin.)

RSVP hosts Bounce Back workshop at BCC

MELISSA PRIBYL of CentraCare 
spoke about how practicing grati-
tude can lead to increased happiness. 
(Photo by Katherine Cantin.)

THE LARGE GROUP OF ORGANIZATIONS were all smiles as they posed for a photo for thw BIG Partners program 
that was recently launched. (Submitted Photo).

Local organizations collaborate as “BIG Partners”

LAST FRIDAY, several members from the Home Explorers 4-H Club made 
and dropped off a box of treats and snacks at the Becker Police Department. They 
did this to thank them for taking care of our community. Becker Police Chief gra-
ciously accepted the donation. (Submitted Photo).
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1.) Clip the coupons below and take them to each 
participating business.
2.) All drawings will be held:

MONDAY NOON, NOVEMBER, 21
Winners will be listed in the Patriot Nov. 26.
3.) Winners of turkeys are to report to the business 
in which their name was drawn to receive their cer-
tificate. Becker certificates are then to be redeemed 
at Bill’s Family Foods by Dec. 3, 2022. 
Big Lake certificates are to be redeemed at 
Big Lake Coborn’s. Clearwater certificates 
are to be redeemed at  Clearwater Coborn’s. 
Becker and Clear Lake certificates are to be 
redeemed at Bill’s Family Foods.

HERE’S HOW 
YOU REGISTER…

BECKER Me rchants

14054 Bank St., Becker

Name________________________________

Address________________________________

Phone__________________________________
No purchase necessary.  Drawing Nov. 21

Register for 1 FREE Turkey!

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Name________________________________

Address________________________________

Phone__________________________________
No purchase necessary.  Drawing Nov. 21

Register for 1 FREE Turkey!

Amy Chmielewski Agency, Inc.

Name________________________________

Address________________________________

Phone__________________________________
No purchase necessary.  Drawing Nov. 21

Register for 1 of 10 FREE Turkeys!

13150 1st St., Becker

Name________________________________

Address________________________________

Phone__________________________________
No purchase necessary.  Drawing Nov. 21

12575 Oak View Ave, Becker

Register for 1 of 2 FREE Turkeys!

Name________________________________

Address_________________________________

Phone___________________________________
No purchase necessary.  Drawing Nov. 21

14273 Bank St, Becker

Register for 1 FREE Turkey!

Name_________________________________

Address________________________________

Phone__________________________________
No purchase necessary.  Drawing Nov. 21

13400 1st St, Becker

Register for 1 of 5 FREE Turkeys!

Name________________________________

Address_________________________________

Phone___________________________________
No purchase necessary.  Drawing Nov. 21

12390 Sherburne Ave., Becker

Register for 1 FREE Turkey!

Name________________________________

Address_________________________________

Phone___________________________________
No purchase necessary.  Drawing Nov. 21

12926 1st St, Becker

Register for 1 of 2 FREE Turkeys!

Name________________________________

Address________________________________

Phone__________________________________
No purchase necessary.  Drawing Nov. 21

13904 1st St, Becker

Register for 1 FREE Turkey!

Three Ladies 
LaundrY

Name________________________________

Address________________________________

Phone__________________________________
No purchase necessary.  Drawing Nov. 21

13350 1st St, Becker

Register for 1 FREE Turkey!

14054 Bank St., Becker

Name________________________________

Address________________________________

Phone__________________________________
No purchase necessary.  Drawing Nov. 21

Register for 1 FREE Turkey!

SAMPLE

Name________________________________

Address________________________________

Phone__________________________________
No purchase necessary.  Drawing Nov. 21

Register for 1 of 2 FREE Turkeys!

14068 Bank St., Becker

Name_________________________________

Address_________________________________

Phone______________________________
No purchase necessary.  Drawing Nov. 21

14281 Bank 
St, Becker

Register for 1 FREE Turkey!

Name_________________________________

Address_________________________________

Phone______________________________
No purchase necessary.  Drawing Nov. 21

13934 1st St, 
Becker

Register for 1 FREE Turkey!

THANKSGIVING IS A TIME 
OF TOGETHERNESS AND 

GRATITUDE. 
— NIGEL HAMILTON Name________________________________

Address________________________________

Phone__________________________________
No purchase necessary.  Drawing Nov. 21

15542 137th St, Becker

Register for 1 FREE Turkey!
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Big lake  Me rchants

290 Eagle Lake Rd N, Big Lake

Name_____________________________

Address______________________________

Phone________________________________
No purchase necessary.  Drawing Nov. 21

Register for 1 of 2 FREE Turkeys!

751 Rose Dr., Suite 108, Big Lake

Name_____________________________

Address______________________________

Phone________________________________
No purchase necessary.  Drawing Nov. 21

Register for 1 of 2 FREE Turkeys!

613 Rose Dr., Big Lake

Name_____________________________

Address______________________________

Phone________________________________
No purchase necessary.  Drawing Nov. 21

Register for 1 of 2 FREE Turkeys!

19943 Co. Rd. 43, Big Lake

oldnational.com

Thank you to our local law enforcement!

Big Lake 19943 County Rd 43 NW  |  763-262-3661
Name_____________________________

Address______________________________

Phone________________________________
No purchase necessary.  Drawing Nov. 21

Register for 1 of 2 FREE Turkeys!

160 Lake St. N., Big Lake

Name_____________________________

Address______________________________

Phone________________________________
No purchase necessary.  Drawing Nov. 21

Register for 1 FREE Turkey!

570 Humbolt Dr., NW, Suite 202, Big Lake

Name_____________________________

Address______________________________

Phone________________________________
No purchase necessary.  Drawing Nov. 21

Register for 1 of 2 FREE Turkeys!

615 Rose Dr, Big Lake

Name________________________________

Address________________________________

Phone__________________________________
No purchase necessary.  Drawing Nov. 21

Register for 1 of 2 FREE Turkeys!

730 Humboldt Drive, Big Lake

Name________________________________

Address________________________________

Phone__________________________________
No purchase necessary.  Drawing Nov. 21

Register for 1 of 3 FREE Turkeys!

Name________________________________

Address________________________________

Phone__________________________________
No purchase necessary.  Drawing Nov. 21

Register for 1 of 2 FREE Turkeys!

711 Rose Dr., Big Lake

621 Rose Dr, Big Lake

Name_____________________________

Address______________________________

Phone________________________________
No purchase necessary.  Drawing Nov. 21

Register for 1 FREE Turkey!

14054 Bank St., Becker

Name________________________________

Address________________________________

Phone__________________________________
No purchase necessary.  Drawing Nov. 21

Register for 1 FREE Turkey!

690 Humboldt Dr, Big Lake

Name_____________________________

Address______________________________

Phone________________________________
No purchase necessary.  Drawing Nov. 21

Register for 1 of 2 FREE Turkeys!

KELLI RIEBEL Agency, Inc.

ELECTION from page 1

THE PARKING LOTS WERE CROWDED yet the lines were paltry early in the morning Tuesday at Becker City Hall. (Patriot Photo by Bill Morgan).

recieved 52% of the votes 
versus 47% for Kleis. 

Sherburne County 
Auditor/Treasurer
Diane Arnold took 

61% of the votes over Chad 
Westberg’s 39%.

Sherburne County 
Recorder
Michelle Ashe (uncon-

tested) won with 27,329 
votes.

Sherburne County 
Sheriff
Joel Brott (uncon-

tested) won with 29,540 
votes.

Sherburne County 
Attorney
Kathleen A. Heaney 

(uncontested) won with 
27,284 votes.

Soil and Water 
Supervisor District 1
Michael W. Zieska 

(uncontested) won with 
42,675 votes.

Soil and Water 
Supervisor District 2
Christine Jurek (un-

contested) won with 27,002 
votes.

Supervisor District 3
William Daluge (un-

contested) won with 42,428 
votes.

Soil and Water 
Supervisor District 4
Jason C. Selvog (un-

contested) won with 26,944 
votes.

Wright County 
Sheriff
Sean Deringer (uncon-

tested) won with 47,411 
votes.

Wright County 
Attorney
Brian A. Lutes (uncon-

tested) won with 43,425 
votes.

Wright County 
Commissioner 
District 1

Tina Diedrick garnered 
56% of the votes over Terry 
Streges 43% 

Wright County 
Commissioner 
District 3
Jeanne Holland gar-

nered 52% of the votes over 
Michael Potter’s 47% 

Wright County 
Commissioner 
District 4
Nadine Schoen gar-

nered 52% of the votes over 
Mary L. Wetter’s 48% 

Big Lake Council
Ken Halvorson (2,215 

votes) and Kim Noding 
(2,162 votes) beat out Jack 
Merwin (1,365 votes) for 
two seats. 

ISD #727 (Big Lake)
School Board 
Member
Lenette Brown (3,462 

votes) Tonya Reasoner 
(3,638 votes) and Ashley 
Schabilion (3,913 votes) 
won the three seats open. 

Associate Justice - 
Supreme Court 3
Gordon Moore  ran un-

contested).
Associate Justice - 

Supreme Court 6
Natalie E. Hudson  ran 

uncontested.
Judges - Court of 
Appeals 1-19
All candidates ran un-

contested.
Judges - 10th District 
Court 2-45
All candidates ran un-

contested.
Becker Council
Rick Hendrickson 

(1,114 votes) and Robin 
Dingmann (1,059 votes) re-
tained their two seats. 

ISD #726 (Becker)
School Board 
Member
Aaron Jurek (2,453 

votes), Corey Stanger 
(2,402 votes) and Pete 
Weismann (2,063 votes) 
won the three seats over 
Nathan Koubsky (1,363  
votes), Keri Rickard (1,312 
votes), Sarah Colford 
(1,165 votes) and Renee 
Regel (732 votes). 

ISD #726 (Becker)
School Board 
Member - Special 
Election
Troy Berning (2,135  

votes) and Ryan Hubbard 
(3,001  votes) won the two 
seats over Carla Berger 
(1,790 votes).

Haven Town 
Supervisor
Seats C, D and E were 

running uncontested with 
Joseph Then (733 votes), 
Bruce Hentges (665 votes) 
and Randy Linn (726  
votes) winning.

Haven Town 
Question 1
549 voters slected 

“yes” to this question over 
343”nos”.

Haven Town 
Question 2
634 voters selected 

“yes” to this question over 
249”nos”. 

ISD #742 (St. Cloud)
School Board 
Member
Zachary Dorhol t 

(16,371 votes), Natalie 
Ringsmuth (14,694 votes) 
and Heather Weems 
(14,174 votes) won the 
three seats over Mike Buec-
kers (13,530 votes), Nicole 
Rierson (12,669 votes) and 
Theresa Carlstedt (10,131 
votes).

Clearwater Twp
Scott Miller ran un-

contested and received 555 
votes.

Clearwater 
Twp Clerk
Jean Just ran uncon-

tested and won with 558 
votes.

CLEARWATER TWP. HALL was a busy place throughout the day on Tuesday, 
with a large number of residents coming by to cast their vote. (Photo by Penny 
Leuthard.)

By Katherine Cantin,
Staff Writer
Reporter.Katie@PatriotNewsMN.com

The Becker Girl Scout 
Troop 281 and the National 
Honor Society of Dance 
Arts (NHSDA) students 
from Starz Dance Studio 
have teamed up for the 
holiday season to collect 
food shelf items around 
the community. The girls 
decorated cardboard boxes 
that will be placed in var-
ious businesses around the 
community, including the 
Becker Community Cen-
ter, Marvel Nutrition, Los 
Ortizes, and Starz Dance 
Studio. 

The drive started No-
vember 1 and will continue 
through December 9. Ac-
cording to the girl scouts, 
canned and boxed items are 
best for donations. 

“Stuff that doesn’t 
need to be in a fridge,” Girl 
Scout Hanna helpfully sug-
gested. 

When asked why they 

decided to host a food 
drive, the girls had lots of 
excellent answers. 

“We want to give back 
to the community,” said 
Girl Scout Cheyenne. “We 
get so much [from the com-
munity.]”

Girl Scout Elizabeth 
added that, “If people are 
homeless or can’t buy food, 
we want to help them.”

“We want to help peo-
ple who can’t afford it,” 
Girl Scout Lena agreed. 

Girl Scout Alivia 
added that she, along with 
other junior members, were 
using the project to help 
earn their bronze award in 
the scouts. 

After the drive is over, 
the girls will make their 
donation to the food shelf 
in late December or early 
January. 

Girl Scout Ellyyana 
wished to add that the girls 
of 281 are working hard to 
help the community, and 
they love their troop lead-
ers, Amber and Lynn. 

BECKER GIRL SCOUT TROOP 281 showed off the boxes and signs they de-
signed for their food drive. Pictured (left to right): Back Row: Maya Z, Korra H, 
Elizabeth S, Hattie K, Cheyenne B, Eowyn M, Alivia S. Front Row: Ellyyana D, Lillian 
F, Lena S, Isabel S, Hannah I, Amelia W. Not Pictured: Olive M. (Photo by Katherine 
Cantin.)

Becker Girl Scouts 
and NHSDA host 
food drive
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Employment

NOW
HIRING 

OTR DRIVERS

$10,000 Sign on Bonus |
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BECKER PUBLIC SCHOOLS IS HIRING! 
BE A PART OF OUR TEAM!

for information on all our openings, please visit www.becker.k12.mn.us
Questions?  Contact AngelA Oswald @ 763-261-4502, option 3

2022-23 School Year Substitutes:
• TEACHERS

• PARAPROFESSIONALS
• NURSES

• CUSTODIANS
• FOOD SERVERS/

DISHWASHERS
• BUS AND VAN DRIVERS

Apply in person, 1 mile east of Becker, 
137th left, 1/8 mile on left. 612-747-0163    

NOW HIRING!
KASOWSKI GROUP

• FT FARM LABOR
• FT EQUIPMENT OPERATOR • FT FARM MECHANIC

FT, PT & On-call Caregivers - All Shifts

Make a difference for 
individuals with 
disabilities as a DSP

Search jobs and apply online at:
sevitahealth.com

Call Rachel for more information: 763-377-2357
SevitaHealth.com

Age 55+ workers needed for PT light 
custodial work at the Fuller Lake & 
Enfield Rest Areas located on 1-94. 

Contact Green View at 
651-639-1913. 

BECKER PUBLIC SCHOOLS HAS AN IMMEDIATE OPENING

For more information and to apply, go to:  
https://www.applitrack.com/becker/onlineapp/

NIGHT LEAD CUSTODIAN

Questions?  Contact Rick Kraus, Director of Buildings & Grounds 
at rkraus@isd726.org

320-251-1038 
expresspros.com/stcloudmn

Career Opportunities 
Available! Now Hiring!
• Forklift - $18-$20 - 1st thru 3rd shift
• Machine Operators - Local - $25/hr
• Admin/Marketing Support $20+
• Welders - $26+
• Office Support (6 mo. Contract) $18+
• Diesel Mechanic - $25-$40
• HR/Accounting Professional $25+
• Accounts Payable - $17+
• Customer Service/Sales Associates $18/Hr

Cl
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The City of Becker Public Works Department is seeking a Full-Time Main-
tenance Worker within the Streets and Parks Department.  The full pay range 
is $18.84 – $29.58 with an anticipated hiring range of $18.84 – $24.36 (de-
pending on qualifications) plus benefits that include health, dental, and life 
insurance, pension, vacation and sick leave and paid holidays.  This posi-
tion will perform skilled and semi-skilled work to support the maintenance 
and repair of the City’s streets, parks, utility infrastructure and equipment; 
serves as an active partner, in the City’s and department’s workplace safe-
ty and emergency response efforts; and responds for snow removal during 
City snow events.  Preference will be given to candidates that hold a valid 
Class A or B Commercial driver’s license.  Application and job description 
can be found on the City of Becker Website at www.ci.becker.mn.us/jobs.
aspx.  Submit applications to City of Becker, Attn: Human Resources, P.O. 
Box 250, Becker, MN 55308,  drop off at City Hall, 12060 Sherburne Ave, 
Becker, MN 55308 or email jblesi@ci.becker.mn.us.  Application deadline 
submission is 4:00 pm on November 22, 2022. Interviews will be conducted 
on November 30, 2022.  

An Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer

STOP IN FOR AN APPLICATION TODAY!STOP IN FOR AN APPLICATION TODAY!

FT Diesel MechanicFT Diesel Mechanic

320-558-6565 320-558-6565 
925 Shorty Street925 Shorty Street

Clearwater, MN 55320Clearwater, MN 55320

Looking for a responsible Looking for a responsible 
and motivated individual!and motivated individual!

We offer competitive pay, commission andWe offer competitive pay, commission and
full benefit package for FT employees.full benefit package for FT employees.

EOEEOE

Hours and days vary. We are flexible. Some 
computer skills preferred. Will train. 16 years and 

older. Apply in person, ask for John or Kim

13350 1st St., 
Becker, MN

HELP WANTED PT

Becker

Find meaningful 
employment.  
Build upon  
your skills. 
Create positive 
change.  

Cargill is one of the largest, most diverse and most successful food companies in the world, and our 
purpose is to nourish the world in a safe, responsible and sustainable way. We prioritize our employees’ 

health and well-being, who are essential to the food supply chain. Our broad scale and scope allow you to 
take your career anywhere you’d like; providing you with new opportunities for you to grow, develop and 

make an impact on the future of our business. Choose Cargill and take your opportunity to thrive! 

Cargill is an Equal Opportunity Employer, including Disability/Vet. 

Cargill is Now Hiring for Production roles in Monticello and Big Lake! 

Apply Online Today! 
Visit: careers.cargill.com/Monticello-mn  or   careers.cargill.com/Biglake-mn 

$3,000 Sign-On Bonus! 
3rd Shift Sanitation – $22.00+ /hour 

Over the Road Truck Driver - $.50-$.55 / mile

Monticello  Big Lake 
Scan the QR 

code with your 
smart device 

to apply! 

The physician called 
and let the family know 
that the scan showed a large 
mass, and that they needed 
to get to the children’s hos-
pital as soon as possible. 

The snowy drive to 
the cities took four hours 
as the family navigated icy 
roads, and by the time they 
arrived a team of doctors 
and nurses was waiting for 
Layla. 

A large fluid-filled cyst 
had formed in Layla’s head, 
but it wasn’t until her first 
surgery that the doctors re-
alized that, behind the cyst, 
there was also a cancerous 
tumor. It was a somewhat 
rare type of cancer called 
anaplastic ependymoma, 
which affects the central 
nervous system. 

Over the course of her 
treatment, Layla endured 
six surgeries and six weeks 

of intense chemotherapy. 
Today, she has been 

cancer-free for three years, 
and is focusing on school, 
sports, and her business. 

12 Cookies Co.
Layla was 12 years old 

when she was diagnosed 
with cancer (one dozen.) 
She was in sixth grade (half 
dozen). She went through 
six surgeries, six weeks 
of chemotherapy, and six 
weeks of radiation (half 
dozen). And, traditionally, 
bakers make goods by the 
dozen. So Layla named her 
baking business “12 Cook-
ies Co.” 

During her treatment, 
Layla turned to old hobbies 
for comfort. She enjoyed 
golfing when she felt well 
enough (she even received 
a golf simulator to have at 
home through the Make-
a-Wish foundation.) And, 
because of its popularity, 
she practiced making slime 
at home. But the hobby that 
really took off for her was 
baking. Layla learned the 
basics of baking and has 
even developed several of 

her own cookie recipes. 
Layla’s mom is part of 

the Pebble Creek Women’s 
Golf Club, and Layla was 
asked to bake for the club’s 
fall banquet. From there, 
the business took off, with 
friends and family commis-
sioning Layla to bake for 
parties and events. 

Layla also sells her 
cookies at Blank Roots 
Salon and at Briggs 
Lake General Store. The 
Mathews family is on the 
lookout for other locations, 
and is also accepting on-
line orders at their website 
12-Cookies-Co.square.site. 
They can also be reached 
by phone (320-267-6094) 
or email (12CookiesCo@
gmail.com).

Giving Back
Layla is donating a full 

25% of her profits to fund 
children’s cancer research 

at the University of Minn-
sota Masonic Children’s 
Hospital. Layla was given 
the choice to donate to an 
international institution, but 
instead chose to make sure 
that the money she raises 
stays in-state, directly 
helping other Minnesota 
children who are battling 
cancer. This year, she hopes 
to double her previous con-
tribution of $1,200.

The Mathews Family 
will also be leading a toy 
drive for Masonic Chil-
dren’s Hospital. Their hope 
is to collect enough toys 
that every kid in the hos-
pital during Christmas will 
receive a toy. Their goal 
is 500 toys. They were in-
spired to do this by a beau-
tiful Easter basket Layla 
received while she was in 
the hospital receiving care. 
The toy drive will open No-

vember 28 and run through 
December 16. Donations 
will be accepted at many 
local businesses, including 
Scheideman Chiropractic, 
Michels Corporation, and 
Briggs Lake General Store.

When asked what ad-
vice she would have for 
another 12 year old facing 
the same diagnosis, Layla 
said: “Surround yourself 
with the people who will 
support you. Be strong. 
Faith is important. You’re 
in the Lord’s hands, fol-
low his words and you’ll 
get through it. Find ways 
to distract yourself- take 
something bad and make it 
good!”

MATHEWS from page 1

BRAIN CANCER SURVIVOR. Layla 
Mathews shortly after surgery. (Sub-
mitted photo.)

Submitted article

(Editor’s Note: The fol-
lowing article was submit-
ted by Sherburne County 
Sheriff’s Office.)

A Zimmerman man 
died and a mother and her 
daughter were injured Oct. 
30 when two vehicles col-
lided head-on in Baldwin 
Township, according to 
Sheriff Joel Brott.

The crash happened 
at about 9:15 p.m. in the 
11800 block of Sherburne 
Co. Rd. 2, Brott said.

A vehicle being driven 
by Devin L. Vannurden, 
37, was traveling west on 
Co. Rd. 2 when it crossed 
the center line and collided 
with an SUV traveling east. 
The driver of the SUV, a 
34-year-old woman from 
Princeton, and her 13-year-
old daughter were taken to 
hospitals with serious inju-
ries.

They are expected to 
survive, Brott said.

One dead, two injured 
in Baldwin crash

AS PART OF BECKER KINDNESS WEEK, the Becker Police Dept. had officers 
set up at City Hall donating free donuts, coffee and juice on a cold, rainy morning 
Wednesday. Left photo, left to right: Police Chief Brent Baloun, Preston Voigt, Paul 
Hickerson and Chris Lindbloom.  Bill’s Family Foods provided the delicious treats. 
(Patriot Photo by Bill Morgan).
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Editorials/Opinions

TO THE EDITOR:
More people seem to be 
accepting social law over 
God’s when it comes to 
abortion. The Bible says 
God creates all and killing 
God’s own is a sin which 
leads to death in the new life 
lost and possibly the sinner 
as well.
RM Welle
Becker, MN

TO THE EDITOR:
Solar electric is one of the 
cleanest energy sources 
available today. The panels 
contain only materials in 
“solid state” form – mostly 
aluminum and silicon (the 
main component in natural 
beach sand). They do not 
contain liquids that can leak 
and pollute the air or the 
ground water. I look for-
ward to the day clean elec-
tricity is powering my home 
and autos – replacing coal, 
gas and ending the ethanol 
mandate. Various anti-so-
lar articles that I have read 
mention loss of farm land, 
disrupting animal and insect 
habitat, etc. – for opposing 
solar fields. This is almost 
laughable when I look at the 
disruption created by the 
ethanol industry. The mas-
sive amounts of fossil fuels, 
fertilizers, chemicals and 
water necessary to grow 
30 million acres of corn for 
ethanol – makes the disrup-
tion by solar panels minute 
in comparison. One acre of 
solar panels produces more 
energy than 40 acres of corn 
ethanol. Solar fields can also 
be designed for multi-use of 
the land – such as raising 
sheep, growing crops that 
like shade, honey produc-
tion, etc. – let’s move our 

electricity generation into 
the 21st century.
Ronald Geurts
Big Lake, MN

TO THE EDITOR:
As a child, if a kid feared 
something they were called 
a “scaredy-cat.” Sherburne 
County had a plethora of 
people running for local 
offices, relying on a cam-
paign of fear. Illogical and 
unfounded; A drumbeat of 
fear. Fear of Black, Indige-
nous, People of Color; dif-
ferent sexual identification; 
immigrants; stolen elections. 
Fear makes some carry a 
gun. Have we resorted to 
scaredy-cats to lead us? Be-
fore the internet, we talked. 
We discussed issues, shared 
fears, and sought truths. We 
were taught critical think-
ing. When we had to write 
a paper in school or college, 
heresy wasn’t enough. We 
had to research it, citing our 
sources. In today’s world, 
that only happens in school. 
I’ve share something called 
a media bias pyramid to 
help people seek unbiased 
sources to sort through the 
rhetoric and get to the truth. 
I’ve found most people have 
no desire to do that, or to go 
to factchecking websites to 
learn the truth. They are con-
tent to reinforce their fears. 
Since politicians want to be 
elected, they are happy to do 
that. Freedom of speech is a 
cherished freedom. Abuse 
of that freedom is threaten-
ing the very fabric of our de-
mocracy. I, too, have a fear, 
the downfall of democracy.
Nancy Hassett
Big Lake, MN

TO THE EDITOR:
The 11/5/22 Patriot had a 
front page article about a 
Becker woman who had a 
panic attack because Stel-
lis Health in Monticello 
required her to wear a face 
mask to an appointment.  
While we’d all like the right 
to always do as we please, as 
members of a community, 
we have a responsibility to 
others.  Currently in Min-
nesota there are three infec-
tious diseases going around:  
Covid, RSV, and the flu. 
Unlike other businesses, 
health care facilities are a 
place where sick and vulner-
able people gather in close 
contact. Clinics and hospi-
tals have a responsibility 
to protect their patients and 
staff from harm, so they re-
quire masks which can slow 
or prevent the spread of air-
borne illnesses. A panic at-
tack may affect someone for 
a day, but most infections 
diseases will make some-
one sick for days or weeks, 
possibly requiring hospital 
care, with a great chance of 
spreading the disease to oth-
ers. We may not like wear-
ing a mask, but we have a 
responsibility to do what 
we can to protect others in 
our community and that in-
cludes supporting decisions 
made by health care facili-
ties to protect people from 
getting sick, or spreading an 
illness to other patients or 
medical staff.  
Teri Bayer
Becker, MN

• Letters to the Editors: The PATRIOT  welcomes letters to the editor. Addresses and telephone 
numbers are require for verification purposes.  All letters must contain the original signature of 
the writer. E-mailed letters can be accepted. The deadline for all letters is 11am Wednesday. Limit 
letters to 200 words or less. Letters will be printed at the discretion of the editor and are subject to 
editing for grammar, libel and brevity. Two letters per writer per subject each year.

• Obituaries: Obituaries are $50 prepaid. The Editor reserves the right to edit lengthy obituaries.
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Clear Lake, Clearwater, Orrock, Palmer & Santiago Townships, City of Becker, Becker Township 

and Becker School District #726 and Big Lake School District #727.

• Submitted Material: There will be a $30 charge for all thank you, engagement, wedding and 
birth  announcement pictures.  The PATRIOT is not responsible for correctness of ads received 
by telephone.
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Letters To The Editor

Recalling Simpler Times
Gratitude changes your 

perspective about life. You 
see the future, experience 
the present, and remember 
the past in a dramatically 
different way.

In the weeks leading 
up to the election, I have 
reflected on how life has 
changed in the recent past. 
This time of year always 
makes me think so much 
about my parents, who 
both passed away in the 
fall. My dad passed away 
24 years ago and my mom 
passed away four years ago. 
My parents taught us to be 

grateful for the blessings in 
our life. I miss my parents, 
but I am grateful to God for 
the blessings and people in 
my life. 

It’s probably for the 
best my parents didn’t live 
to see the current state of 
affairs. It is easy to get dis-
couraged at times, but my 
faith in God gives me hope. 

I am drawn to simpler 
activities, such as attending 
the small country church 
(Snake River Free Church) 
where I serve as a pianist 
and our family has ties. Not 
only does it feed my soul to 
attend church with fellow 
believers, I also feel con-
nected to my ancestors. 

My grandmother’s 
uncle, Benedict Ellefson, 
from Kragero, Norway, 
helped build the church in 
1908 and he served as one 
of the first pastors. This fact 
makes Snake River Church 
even more precious to me. 

Another favorite place 
of mine is the Kragero one-
room school, near my par-
ents’ farm. The school is 
located in Santiago town-
ship. 

My great grandfather, 
Jens Ellefson, provided the 
land for the Kragero school, 
which was founded in 1897. 

The state provided a 
loan for materials for $450 
for ten years at a rate of 4% 
and pioneers supplied labor 
and craftsmanship for the 

building. 
The building ini-

tially served as a school, a 

church, and a community 
center. 

Last Wednesday, No-
vember 2, I was able to 
spend my lunch hour at 
the Kragero school on a 
beautiful fall day. Becker 
Christian Center students 
learned about history and 
what it was like to attend a 
one-room school. 

The students made but-
ter and sang patriotic songs, 
as well as having the oppor-
tunity to experience step-
ping  inside in the Kragero 
school district 47, bringing 
alive some of their history 
lessons.

The one room school is 

located in Santiago town-
ship. The building is owned 
by Tom Barthel and his 
wife Gail Wilkinson, who 
graciously allow the school 
to be used for educational 
purposes. 

Unseasonably warm 
temperatures were an 
added bonus on the day the 
youngsters made the trip to 
Kragero school. 

Discussions were led 
by my sister and former stu-
dent Judy Larsén and sister 
Ruth Chavez. Judy attended 
the  Kragero one room 
school, along with five of 

her siblings, in the 1950’s 
and 1960’s, until the school 
consolidated with Becker 
schools in January of 1967. 

Three generations of 
my family have attended 
the Kragero one-room 
school (my grandmother 
Lillie, my dad and my old-
est six siblings), making it 
very special. 

I love history. I feel 
connected to my ancestors 
when I spend time at old 
buildings.

The Kragero one-room 
school has a special place 
in my heart. The school got 
its name from the people in 
the area who had emigrated 
from Kragero, Norway. 

These Norwegian im-
migrants decided there was 
a need for a school and held 
their first meeting in the 
summer of 1897. 

My family continues 
to offer a summer program 
through Becker Commu-
nity Education called Life 
In The Past Lane, which 
started in 1994.

We all have special and 
cherished memories from 
our childhood. I think it is 
therapeutic to recall and re-
flect on these simpler times. 

I consider it a blessing 
to be able to share special 
memories and unique expe-
riences with others, espe-
cially our youth. 

By Mary Nehring
Contributing Writer

JUDY (ERICKSON) LARSÉN, former student at the Kragero one-room school, shared lessons with students from Becker 
Christian Center. (Photo by Mary Nehring.)

LUCAS DUMONT enjoyed butter 
the students made. (Photo by Mary 
Nehring.)

Sincere Gratitude
(Editor’s Note: The fol-

lowing column was submit-
ted by Sen. Mary Kiffmeyer.)

With the conclusion of 
this week’s 2022 election, 
newly elected or reelected 
officials will begin prepa-
rations for their roles at 
various levels of local, state 
and federal government. 
For others, the campaign is 
finished, and they will now 
return to their pre-campaign 
lives, although with new 
knowledge and experiences.

For those who came up 
short and may be feeling 
discouraged, it is critical to 
remember that all your time 
and effort was not without 
great purpose. I whole-
heartedly believe that every 
candidate is a winner for 
choosing to answer the call 
to public service, no matter 
the result.  

For those who are re-
turning or taking on new 
responsibilities, there is a 
lot to do and remember as 
you put into practice what 
you told voters you would 
accomplish if elected. That 
is an awesome task. 

Since the birth of our 
nation, men and women 
from all walks of life have 
stepped up to run our gov-
ernments. Public service 
is an important part of our 
republic, and that is why ev-
eryone who asked to serve 
their fellow Americans de-
serves our sincere gratitude. 

From meetings with 
numerous community orga-
nizations to door knocking 
on voters’ doors, running 
for office requires months of 
hectic and taxing days. And 
because nearly all elected 
offices are part-time, candi-
dates also work their regular 
job on top of this plus car-
ing for their families. These 

are just a few of the many 
reasons why public service 
requires a particular charac-
ter – a civic-minded person 
who puts the success of their 
country, state and commu-
nity very high. They want to 
make a difference and better 
their communities, and they 
will find out, it is a difficult 
job.

For those who are re-
elected or newly elected, 
working together for the 
public good is an honorable 
profession that counts on 
you to lead with integrity. 

Honoring our 
Veterans
Veterans Day serves as 

an important reminder of 
the more than 322,000 Vet-
erans who call Minnesota 
home. These heroic men 
and women have done so 
much to preserve the many 
freedoms that we enjoy as 
Americans. And while they 
deserve our thanks every 
day for their sacrifices and 
courage, we show additional 
gratefulness on Veterans 
Day. There are many local 
events to show appreciation, 
and I thank all who organize 
and host them. 

Veterans Day, origi-
nally celebrated as Armi-
stice Day, was first declared 
by President Woodrow 

Wilson on Nov. 11, 1919, 
to honor Veterans of World 
War I. Then, in 1954, the 
name was officially changed 
to Veterans Day, so that 
Americans “might pay ap-
propriate homage to the 
veterans of all its wars who 
have contributed so much to 
the preservation of this Na-
tion.” 

Veterans are an incredi-
ble addition to our state, and 
I would like to send extra 
appreciation to the many 
Veterans in our local com-
munities. It is also important 
to remember the families of 
Veterans, as they also made 
many sacrifices while their 
loved ones defended our 
freedoms.  

Sometimes we get a lit-
tle unsure about our special 
recognition days for our mil-
itary folks. Memorial Day is 
a day of remembrance for 
those who died during their 
service. While Veterans Day 
is a celebration of our living 
servicemembers. We can 
honor our military members 
by knowing and respecting 
each unique day and using 
our freedoms. Many gave 
their lives so you could 
enjoy these freedoms, so use 
them to do good.

Today, there are around 
19 million Veterans nation-
wide, and to each of them, 
I say, thank you for your 
service!

Contact me
As always, if have 

questions or concerns on 
any legislative topic, feel 
free to contact me any time. 
You can call me at 651-296-
5655 or send me an email at 
sen.mary.kiffmeyer@senate.
mn. It is a privilege to serve 
as your state senator.

 

By Sen. 
Mary Kiffmeyer

Veterans Day
(Editor’s Note: The fol-

lowing column was submit-
ted by Sen. Bruce Anerson.)

Veterans Day serves 
as a time to honor the 
brave men and women 
who showed immeasurable 
strength and heroism while 
protecting our Nation. Our 
service men and women 
selflessly answer the call 
of service as they put aside 
their own safety to preserve 
our freedom.

 Too often we take for 
granted the blessings we are 
afforded as Americans, and 
Veterans Day is a reminder 
of just how much we owe to 
the bravery of our Veterans. 
And for those of us who 
have served, Veterans Day 
has an even more profound 
significance, as this day 
awakens vivid memories of 
our friends, victories, and 
tragedies.

 On Nov. 11, 1918, 
leaders of the Allied Powers 
and a German delegation 
met in France to officially 
bring an end to World War 

I. The resulting armistice 
took effect at the eleventh 
hour, of the eleventh day, of 
the eleventh month of 1918. 
And since then, November 
11 has been observed as a 
tribute to our Veterans.

 Originally, it was sim-
ply called Armistice Day, a 
time to honor the millions 
of Americans who served 
in World War I. President 
Dwight D. Eisenhower and 
Congress later saw the need 
to pay tribute to all Veter-
ans, and therefore, officially 
changed the name of the 

holiday to Veterans Day in 
1954.

 We know there are no 
suitable words to honor our 
Veterans, but we can pay 
tribute in many other ways. 
One such way is to take 
some time to think about 
how you can support the 
Veterans in your commu-
nity.

Thank you to all the 
brave men and women who 
served and sacrificed on be-
half of our nation. We are 
truly the home of the free, 

because of the brave. May 
God bless America!

 I want to hear from 
you, my constituents, on 
issues that are important 
to you. Please feel free 
to reach out to my office 
with any concerns or ideas 
you may have. As session 
moves forward, I will keep 
your thoughts and concerns 
in mind as legislation comes 
before me. You can contact 
my office at sen.bruce.an-
derson@senate.mn or 651-
296-5981.

By Sen. 
Bruce Anderson
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Business & professional services  directory

935 Clearwater Professional Building
(320) 558-2201

Mon.: 8:30-4:30 • Tue.: 9-5 • Wed.: 8:30-4:30
ALSO: 1500 Northway Drive, St. Cloud

Member of American 
Academy of Dental 

Group Practice Bethany Blonigen, DDS
Brent Deragisch, DDS

“A Reason 
to Smile!”

Dental Attorneys

PETERSON - 
GRIMSMO

FUNERAL CHAPEL
Serving your 

community since 1933
250 East Broadway

Monticello, MN 55362
763-295-2918

Our family serving yours!

Funeral

MarquetteHomeTeam.com

Area News
Real Estate

EVERYDAY PEOPLE.
EXCEPTIONAL RESULTS.

www.HallerRealtyHomes.com
Becker Office

12908 1st Street
763-207-6683

Sauk Rapids Office
1310 2nd Street N

320-255-1911

BECKER HOME ON 5+ ACRES

$499,000
• Stunning wooded property w/ lots of trails & wildlife
• 3 same floor BR’s, 2 FP’s, & Lrg family/entertainment room
• Recent improvements include the deck, shingles, & shakes
• Near churches, golf course, restaurants, & community center

#LiveBetter

Stuck in a rut when it comes to 
moving comfortably? Living life 
shouldn’t be limiting. Whether it’s 
your knees, back, hips, shoulders, 
feet, hands, or any other bone, joint, 
or muscle in the body, our team of 
orthopedic surgeons, non-operative 
specialists, and therapists will 
provide you with realistic options for 
improving your quality of life. Your 
care, your choice—ask for St. Cloud 
Orthopedics. 

320-259-4100 
StCloudOrthopedics.com

#LiveBetter

South St. Cloud & Sartell

VIEW
YOUR

320›257›STAT

Ask for

RENEW

By Katherine Cantin,
Staff Writer
Reporter.Katie@PatriotNewsMN.com

Students of the Becker 
Drama Club are working 
hard on their upcoming 
production, Beauty and 
the Beast. Students have 
been working to make the 
production a success since 
August.

The club is back in full 
swing after facing hiccups 
during the pandemic, when 
performances were moved 
outdoors for the year of 
2020. This year, over 70 
students auditioned for the 
play, according to student 
actor Hunter Graftaas (Lu-
miere).

“It was the first time in 
a long time we had to cut 
people,” Chris Diaz (Gas-
ton) said. He noted that, 
while it was disappoint-
ing to have to cut anyone, 
he knew that there would 
be a lot of underclassmen 
excited to carry the drama 
club in future years. 

The drama club stu-

dents reported that this is 
not a show to miss. 

Jada Soltau (Belle) said 
the show would inspire nos-
talgia in anyone who loved 
the classic Disney movie. 
“It has the ability to reach 
so many families, I think 
it’s the perfect show for the 
Becker demographic.”

Maddy MaKarrall (Ba-
bette) noted that the tal-

ented tech crew had created 
an incredibly beautiful set 
to backdrop the show, and 
Soltau agreed that the set 
looked as if it came straight 
out of a fairytale. 

The students felt that 
the production was com-
ing along very well with 
the help of their teachers, 
Gretchen Bordson and 
Greg Lynch, as well as the 

assistance of the new direc-
tor, Michael Ricce. 

Bryce Berger (Beast) 
said that the director has put 
so much time and energy 
into helping each student to 
do their best, making sure 
everyone got one-on-one 
direction to help them act 
to their full potential. 

In all, this is a pro-
duction that local residents 
will not want to miss. Per-
formances will take place 
November 18-20 as listed: 
Friday, Nov. 18, 7:30 p.m.; 
Saturday, Nov. 19, 2 p.m.; 
Saturday, Nov. 19, 7:30 
p.m.; and Sunday, Nov. 20, 
2 p.m. Tickets are avail-
able to purchase online at 
Becker.HomeTownTicket-
ing.com/embed/all. 

LEADING CAST MEMBERS of the upcoming Becker Drama Club production 
“Beauty and the Beast” were working hard to make the show a success. Pictured 
left to right: Bryce Berger (Beast), Maddy MaKarrell (Babette), Jada Soltau (Belle), 
Chris Diaz (Gaston), Hunter Graftaas (Lumiere), and Emily Meyer (Mrs. Potts). 
(Photo by Katherine Cantin.)

Becker Drama Club to 
perform Beauty and the Beast

GRUENES from page 1

a good location right off the 
highway and we knew there 
were great schools here.”

Joe, who is the busi-
ness manager at the office, 
has enjoyed being a part 
of changing people’s lives 
and seeing his kids (Jordan 
and Alyssa) grow up in the 
schools at Becker.

“Being able to be so 
close to the schools and 
being able to go a choir 
concert or a sporting event 
while the kids are there 
has been a treat,” said Joe. 
“Becker Schools have been 
phenomenal and the teach-
ers have made life-changing 
impacts on our children.”

“Becker has served 
us really well and we are 
grateful to be part of the 
community,” said Stepha-
nie.

While the Grueneses 
were building their busi-
ness, Stephanie wanted 
her image and her business 
card to embody calmness 
and comfort while looking 
majestic. Joe began doo-
dling on a napkin and — 
though his artwork looked 
more like a goose than a 
swan — the idea was born. 
Stephanie hired an artist to 
fine tune the image and the 
logo was birthed.

Today
As of 2022, the 

Gruenes practice employs 
eight people including Joe 
and Stephanie. Those in-
cluded are: Jamie Smith, 
Danielle Potocnik, Kim 
Griffith, Alexa Wendt, 
Kristin Martin and Court-
ney Beaver.

Stephanie has a motto 
she lives and conducts 
business by and it is this: 
“We refuse to waver in our 
care.” That motto was put 
to the test through the years 

but especially during the 
COVID-19 epidemic when 
clients, employees and 
the general public became 
guarded. 

“We followed the 
dentistry standards of pro-
tection during that time 
but the epidemic really 
shook things up for us,” 
said Stephanie. “Trying to 
stay full-staffed and con-
tinue to conduct business 
as usual during that time 
was a challenge. We never 
made sacrifices in our care 
of our patients and our em-
ployees.”

Another incident that 
had the staff reeling was the 
day in February of 2015. 
Stephanie was up front at 
the main desk with other 
employees and a patient 
was waiting in the waiting 
room when a loud “BOOM” 
occurred and glass and de-
bris started flying through 
the air. A Silverado truck, 
driven by a Sartell man, had 
crashed into the front of the 
building after sliding off 
Hwy. 10 en route towards 
St. Cloud.

“It sounded like a 
bomb exploded and I’m 
sure the pillar out front kept 
the vehicle from crashing 
further into our building,” 
said Stephanie.

Though the accident 
would put the business 
on hold for a short while, 
within days the Grueneses 
were courageously piecing 
the building back together 
as well as the entire front 
lobby.

“There was glass ev-
erywhere and without 
knowing it, we were track-
ing little bits of glass all 
over the building over the 
next few days,” said Joe.

That’s when family 
and friends stepped up for 
Joe and Stephanie.

“Our families got us 
through that emotional 
challenge,” said Stephanie.  

She noted a family 
member helped by — in-
stead of ordering new car-
pet and waiting a week or 
so for delivery — that fam-
ily member drove 32 hours 
round trip to Georgia to 
pick up the carpet. Angell’s 

Construction was contacted 
to do the reconstruction and 
Traditional Floors of St. 
Cloud installed the new-
ly-delivered carpet.

Advances in Care
Stephanie says the ad-

vances in dentistry have 
progressed since the first 
days of her practice and she 
is determined to stay “cut-
ting edge” in her care.

“We are seeing more 
and more advances in com-
puter-based dentistry with 
MRI scans, CAD/CAM-de-
sign and 3D printing,” said 
Stephanie. “This is giving 
us the ability to make more 
accurate treatments for our 
patients in quicker time 
frames.”

One of the pieces of 
equipment Stephanie has 
mastered through the years 
is the CEREC Dental CAD/
CAM System. CEREC 
stands for Chairside Eco-
nomical Restoration Es-
thetic Ceramic. It is an 
affordable ways of creating  
a variety of dental prosthet-
ics using digital modeling 
and CAD/CAM dentistry 
products. Dentists can get 
precise digital impressions 
and create crowns, inlays, 
onlays and veneers in a sin-
gle visit.

Two of Stephanie’s 
top qualities — according 
to her husband Joe — are 
communication and gen-
tleness. Joe says Stephanie 
takes the time with each 
patient to find out their care 
needs, find out their fears 
of dentistry and give them 
a realistic standard of care 
that will make their visits 
pleasant.

“We are always taking 
in new patients and we en-
sure we’ll fit them into our 
schedules when they are 

ready,” she says. “We are 
a boutique dental practice.”

What she means is they 
provide comfort for their 
patients. Back in the early 
days, they’d have patients 
bring their own CDs in to 
listen to the kind of music 
they want during proce-
dures. They also provide 
blankets and headphones to 
help make their experiences 
better.

“We like to say, if you 
like where you are getting 

your dental care, great, stay 
with them,” said Stephanie. 
“If you don’t, come to us.”

They’ve got 20 years 
of satisfied customers to at-
test to their uncompromis-
ing excellence in dentistry.

Dr. Stephanie Gruenes 
Center for Cosmetic Den-
tistry is located at 13734 
1st Street in Becker. Their 
phone number is 763-262-
7645 and their website is: 
www.beckersmile.com.

STEPHANIE GRUENES (R) demonstrates the CEREC computer and the technol-
ogy advances she has noticed in the dental industry through the years. Husband 
Joe (back) looks on. (Patriot Photo by Bill Morgan).
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Bring 
your 

Camera!

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4, 2022
1 - 3 pm at The Buff

16722 198th Avenue NW, Big Lake
Refreshments will be served.

Here’s your chance to meet Santa
and receive a special gift!

Sponsored by Big Lake American Legion & Auxiliary

615 Rose Drive, Big Lake
763-263-3673

 Wine Sale
25% Off

all regular 
priced wines

November 13-19

FallBy Katherine Cantin,
Staff Writer
Reporter.Katie@PatriotNewsMN.com

October’s Orrock town 
board meeting had a packed 
audience, as many individ-
uals came to hear about a 
proposed policy regarding 
poll watchers.

Clerk Chris Weber, as 
well as other town clerks, 
received a confusing memo 
from the state which made 
it sound as if poll watchers 
would be allowed. As this 
is against state law, Weber 
was confused, and imme-
diately reached out to the 
state and the town attorney 
for clarification. 

As the day of the meet-
ing neared, Weber sent a 
draft proposal out to the 
board members, just in case 
it turned out poll watchers 
were allowed and the town-
ship needed to prepare for 
that eventuality by adopting 
policy regarding the issue.

One board member 
shared the policy to social 
media, causing concern 
among some citizens on the 
surprise policy adoption.

Fortunately, hours be-
fore the meeting Weber re-
ceived the clarification she 
had requested. Poll watch-
ers were not allowed, only 
official representatives of 
parties were allowed to ob-
serve on election day. This 
is the same as in previous 
years. Public observers are 
allowed during the vote 
counting after the polls 
close. 

Weber encouraged ev-
eryone to call her if they 
had any questions about the 
election. 

Elections were held 
Nov. 8, and the board of 
canvas meeting will be 
Nov. 16. 6 p.m. Weber 
noted that the election 
judge training effort that 
took place earlier in the 
month was a success and 

very helpful for the less ex-
perienced election judges. 

Sheriff’s Report
Dep. Austin Turner of 

the Sheriff’s Department 
reported that officers have 
been on top of speeding is-
sues in the township. Offi-
cers made quite a few stops 
on a specific area of Co. Rd. 
15. Some of the speeders 
complained that the speed 
limit was not well marked, 
and Turner intended to in-
vestigate the situation to see 
if anything could be done 
better. Board Chairman 
Bryan Adams noted that 
sometimes township signs 
would be stolen, and specu-
lated this might be the case, 
as, to his and other board 
members’ knowledge, it 
had been well marked in 
the past. 

Turner also noted that 
the number of suspicious 
vehicles in the area was 
up, and there were more 
warrant arrests made at the 
Sand Dunes Campsite. 

Board members and 
members of the audience 
asked Turner about a situ-
ation where officers were 
searching for a suspect, 
warning residents to stay 
inside with doors locked. 
Turner confirmed that the 
suspect was eventually ap-
prehended, and encouraged 
residents to call the sher-
iff’s office non-emergency 
number if they ever again 
had questions about a sim-
ilar situation. 

Planning and Zoning 
Presentation
Lynn Waytashik from 

the county stopped by the 
meeting to give an update 
on the work being done 
with the county compre-
hensive plan.

The comprehensive 
plan is required by state 
law and is updated every 
10 years. 

County staff has been 
attending local government 

meetings around the county 
in order to hear opinions 
from county constituents as 
they move forward with the 
project.

Sherburne County is 
expected to grow 22% in 
the next 40 years. This is 
projected to drive many 
changes in the county, 
increasing a demand for 
apartments, and creating 
more urban areas, espe-
cially around the edges of 
the cities.

Staff also spoke regard-
ing the “missing middle.” 
The lack of step-up hous-
ing, for those looking for a 
nicer home after owning a 
starter home, is a concern.

To manage some of the 
housing issues, staff is con-
sidering changing the ordi-
nances regarding accessory 
dwelling units (a mother-
in-law house, for example.) 
They are also considering 
encouraging smaller lot 
sizes in the townships.

In Sherburne County, 
35% of the land area is 
zoned for agricultural use. 
The county is unusual in 
that it is one of the only 
counties in Minnesota in 
which the agricultural use 
has increased vs. decreased. 
Of all the farms, 96% are 
family owned, and many 
are very small farms, with 
property owners growing 
ag products on less than 10 
acres of land. 

Soil in the county tends 
to be sandy, and so is more 
susceptible to pollutants. 
The staff members spoke 
on some of their efforts to 
protect the natural environ-
ment as the county contin-
ues to grow. 

Waytashik asked the 
board to consider the pre-
sentation and send their 
feedback to the planning 
and zoning department 
within the week.

In Other Business,
the Board:

• Approved a tempo-
rary gambling permit for 
KJ’s Refuge for the Sno 
Cruisers raffle ticket sales;

• Sent positive com-
ments on to the county in 
regards to resident Chris 
Schwab building an ac-
cessory building for a mo-
torcycle repair shop on his 
property;

• Again discussed the 
new BLFD fire contract, 
which will likely be ap-
proved at the next monthly 
meeting;

• Noted a clerical error 
had been made on the 
ZLFD fire contract, which 
was corrected by staff;

• Approved the annual 
joint powers meeting to 
take place Jan. 19 6 p.m. in 
the Big Lake Coity Council 
Chambers. 

• Applied for a grant to 
provide high-speed internet 
through Midco to the last 
nine houses in the township 
that does not have access;

• Decided to send a let-
ter to a resident which was 
storing items in the town-
ship right-of-way off of 
183rd St.;

• Heard from a resident 
who did want a tree to be 
included in the township 
trimming project, and who 
provided a survey proving 
the tree was on his land (the 
township dropped the tree 
from the project);

• Noted the next meet-
ing will be held Nov. 30, 
due to the Thanksgiving 
Holiday. 

Orrock Twp. discusses upcoming election

Submitted article

(Editor’s Note: The 
following article was 
submitted by Big Lake 
Schools.)

TJ Zerwas, the Director 
of Buildings and Grounds 
at Big Lake Schools, was 
recently given the 2022 
Outstanding Contributor 
Award by the Minnesota 
Educational Facilities 
Management Professionals 
Association (MASMS). 
According to MASMS, this 
award is “in recognition of 
his outstanding dedication 

and commitment to edu-
cational facilities manage-
ment.”

As the Director of 
Buildings and Grounds, 
Zerwas manages the op-
eration, safety, security, 
and maintenance of school 
buildings and property. 
This includes overseeing 
all of the projects involved 
in restoring and renewing 
facilities made possible by 
the passage of the bond ref-
erendum last November.

MASMS is a pro-
fessional organization 
composed of individuals 

working in the areas of fa-
cilities/grounds/health & 
safety/operations for Min-
nesota K-12 and Higher 
Education organizations. 
It is a member-oriented, 
problem-solving, profes-
sional group committed to 
promoting excellence in the 
operation and care of edu-
cational facilities.

Zerwas was presented 
the award at the annual 
MASMS conference held 
on October 6, 2022.

BL Schools’ Zerwas wins 
facilities management award

By Katherine Cantin,
Staff Writer
Reporter.Katie@PatriotNewsMN.com

During the October 
meeting, the Big Lake 
School Board listened as 
Middle school staff gave a 
report on how the year is 
looking so far. 

Randi Anderson, as-
sistant principal, noted that 
“Sixth Grade Day” was a 
huge success. Sixth grad-
ers transferring up from 
elementary 
school for 
the first 
time are 
often ner-
vous about 
a l l  t he 
c h a n g e s , 
and  so 
this year 
sixth grad-
ers came 
back to school a day early 
so they could familiarize 
themselves with their lock-
ers and class schedules be-
fore the official start of the 
school year. The day was 
very successful. 

Mark Ernst went over 
UDL (Universal Design for 
Learning) and how teach-
ers are using this tool for 
their lesson plans. Teachers 
work with each other to de-
sign lesson plans. This also 
includes using a SWIVL, 
a camera that monitors the 

teachers as they give their 
lessons, so their peers may 
review and discuss how the 
lesson went. The school 
has also put up a website 
explaining different les-
son plan philosophies, like 
UDL, and other helpful ar-
ticles that teachers can use. 
The articles even have a 
review function so teachers 
can report how the sugges-
tions on the site worked in 
their classroom. 

Financial Update

Business Manager 
Angie Manuel noted that 
the enrollment is once 
again up slightly. The dis-
trict had gained 16 students 
from the beginning of the 
year through October 3. At 
the next monthly meeting, 
Manuel planned to have a 
revised budget for the board 
to reflect the difference. 

Student Report
Student Representative 

Grace John noted that there 
was a movement among the 

students to change the hat 
policy in school. The stu-
dents are working on the 
process to change the rule, 
and asked their peers to be 
patient and abide by the 
current policy in the mean-
time. John was working 
hard to collect feedback on 
the potential policy change 
by speaking with students 
and teachers within the 
district as well as emailing 
neighboring schools to ask 
about their policy on hats. 

She noted that home-
coming week was a big 
success, even though 
the pep fest had to be re-
planned in under an hour 
due to weather. Student 
council is looking ahead to 
the Snow Days events, and 
other events coming up this 
winter. 

Superintendent’s 
Report
Superintendent Tim 

Truebenbach began his 
report by thanking every-
one involved in the new 
agreement with the teach-
ers union. He was happy to 
have reached an agreement 
that worked for everyone. 

Truebenbach noted that 
the upcoming PTO meeting 
for November would fea-
ture Officer James Hinter-
meister as a speaker and 
would be discussing school 
safety. The meeting will be 
November 14. 

BL School Board hears 
middle school update

He spoke with leader-
ship at Wright Tech School 
about the school’s role in 
relationship with the other 
member districts. 

Truebenbach pledged 
to do the polar plunge at the 
annual United We Shiver 
event should another board 
member join him. Tony 
Scales said he would con-
sider doing so provided 
he was available that day. 
Truebenbach promised to 
report back on the event at 

the February meeting.
In Other Business, 
the Board:
• Approved work to be 

done at Independence Ele-
mentary;

• Approved an agree-
ment with the teachers 
union;

• Reviewed the super-
intendent’s contract and 
made an agreement for the 
next three years;

• Entered into an 
agreement with Minnesota 

State High School League 
(MSHSL) that allows stu-
dents to receive assistance 
in paying activity fees if 
they cannot afford them;

• Reviewed school pol-
icy changes;

• Set the reorganiza-
tional meeting for January 
9.
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Member Meeting
Nov. 16 - Noon

Wruck Excavating

Freedom Days Meeting
Nov. 17 - 5pm

Pebble Creek Golf Club

Amity Felton
763-262-2420

Chamber@BeckerChamber.org

Gloria Vande Brake
763-263-7800

Info@BigLakeChamber.com

Glenna Soenneker
320-267-4361

GSoenneker@GMail.com

Annual Membership Meeting
Nov. 29 - 11:30am

Lupulin

Holiday Social
Dec. 1 - 5:30pm
Style Catering

Turkey Story Time
Nov. 18

Clearwater Library

Serving our customers for 65 years!
Located at Hwy. 23 East, West of Rollie’s & East of Arnold’s Equipment
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Model LB6504 - $279
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COMING 

ARE YOU READY? 
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feed, toys and a whole lot more!

Ego Snow Blowers
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56 Volt 21” - $999
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• Residential Septic Tank Pumping 
• Commercial septic Pumping
• Holding Tanks• Routine Maintenance
• Tank Compliance• Emergency Service

Call 
763 415-0319

Serving Becker, Big Lake, Elk River 
and Surrounding Area

Emergency 
Service!

Keller Lake Commons in Big Lake, now an Assisted Living Community 
offering full apartments ranging from 644 to 956 square feet. Cable is included in rents 

for private pay and housing support (formerly known as GRH) renters. Accepting EW and 
CADI. For more information please contact Nicole Gilder, Housing Director at 

763-263-2363 or check us out online at www.kellerlakecommons.com

Septic
OAK PARKOAK PARK
CO-OP CREAMERYCO-OP CREAMERY

320.968.7864320.968.7864
16623 Ironwood RD NE, Oak Park, MN
Store hours: M-F 8to5 & Sat 8to12

HUBBARD, HEIMS & PURINA FEEDS Silage bags available

Your local Crystalyx Dealer

See us for wood 
pellets & other 
winter supplies!

Winter Rye Available for $16 a 56-lb. bag

Submitted Article
 
    (Editor’s Note: The fol-
lowing feature on Rivers 
of Hope youth advocacy 
services has been provided 
by the ROH staff and sup-
porters)

Rivers of Hope is a link 
for Sherburne and Wright 
County youth experiencing 
family or teen dating vio-
lence, to the services and 
support available to them. 

Mel Harmon, a five-
year youth advocate with 
Rivers of Hope, a Domestic 
Violence agency located in 
Monticello but serving all 
of Wright and Sherburne 
counties, sees the growth 
in youth as a rewarding 
but telling fact of  support 
needed and education to 
be done. Harmon is one 
of four Youth Advocates 
at Rivers of Hope serving 
youth clients (usually stu-
dents in school). Rivers of 
Hope’s services are pro-
vided through an open door 
understanding at all middle 
and high schools in both 
counties.

Of 800 persons seen 
in 2022 by ROH staff, 160 
are students or school-aged. 
That is a 49% increase in 
advocacy activity for youth 
and adults from the previ-
ous year. (Adult advocacy 
services are available on a 
24-7 bases – only a phone 
call away.)

Abuse impacting youth 
can take many forms; much 
of it from their home/fam-
ily situations. But they arise 
from many other sources, 
including dating relation-
ships, too. Youth impacted 
by family violence are 
in a quandary says Han-
nah-Ruth Patterson, Ex-
ecutive Director at ROH. 
“Often kids aren’t able to 
leave family situations,” 
she says. “Adults can file 
orders for protection.”

The youth aren’t usu-
ally the party who steps 
forward to speak to a ROH 
advocate at school. They are 
usually referred by some-
one who sees their struggles 
and is concerned. Harmon 
explains the first check-in 
with the youth takes place 
when the youth is drawn 
out of a class for a 30-min-
ute “meet and greet,” as she 
calls it. During that initial 
check-in, the Youth Advo-
cate empowers the youth to 
tell us what they need for 
support. The youth get to 
decide if they are interested 
in meeting again to heal, to 
learn, and to grow.

There is no protocol 
determining the number 
of visits to take place, but 
Harmon says some of her 
relations with youth have 
gone on for five years. She 
tells of a female client who 
struggled with self-esteem 
due to her parents being 
verbally and emotionally 
abusive. “

Her home life was very 
unsettled and unpredict-
able,” Harmon said. “We 
talked a lot about how she 
could use her voice and how 
to set appropriate, healthy 
boundaries. Sometimes it 
is necessary to Safety Plan 
with you in these types of 
situations, too.”

This youth has a goal 
of working in the Men-
tal Health profession,- so 
she can help others who 
might be living in a simi-
lar home like hers, Harmon 
said. This youth contin-
ues to work hard so she is 
equipped to be the best ver-
sion of herself. She pro-
foundly shared, “I can heal 
and be fully healthy once I 
leave the environment that 
is making me sick.”

A Good Background

Harmon’s education 
and professional back-
ground have prepared her 
in great measure to make 
the difference she is with 
the youth and their school 
systems. She earned a four-
year education degree from 
Concordia College, a Mas-
ters degree in School Coun-
seling from NDSU, taught 
in both public and private 
education in addition to 
worked in youth ministry.

She notes her education 
background has been a pos-
itive bridge builder between 
schools and staff and ROH. 
“Being a Youth Advocate 
has allowed me to be able 
to use my education and 
counseling background,” 
she said. “Understanding 
how schools operate as well 
as the demands of teaching 
– it all builds trust.”

The Agreement
Harmon explained the 

contract formed between 
ROH and the schools is 
essentially an agreement, 
with no financial consid-
erations. It details the host 
school opening the door 
to an office where a ROH 
Youth Advocate can see 
the youth. The agreement 
explains the responsibili-
ties of the school and ROH. 
The youth are empowered 
to take charge of what they 
want to check-in about and 
what they want to work 
on. There are no finan-
cial responsibilities for the 
school; however, they may 
be solicited during fund-
raising. Elk River School 
District has had a long his-
tory of financially support-
ing the work done in their 
schools.

Client Population
Youth in their last two 

years of high school are the 
largest group of clients at 
ROH youth services. Pat-
terson provided age-group 
users of the services in 
2022 as follows: Ages 7-10 
– 8; Ages 11-12 – 18; Ages 
13-14 – 34; Ages 15-16 – 
61; Ages 17-18 – 58.

Harmon reported that 
up to 40% of her student 
clients have been male. She 
shared the story of a male 
client who had a strained 
relationship with his alco-
holic father. The youth was 
eager to learn some coping 
strategies to be able to live 
with his father in addition 
wanted some tools on how 
to control his own anger. 
After months of talking 
through his situation, giv-
ing him resources, and 
equipping him with “tools,” 
the youth commented, “I’m 
in a much better place.”

There is a special mes-
sage Harmon reminds all 
of her youth after every 
check-in, “1. You are im-
portant; and 2. You are val-
ued.”

“My hope is that over 

the course of time the youth 
begin to believe this.”

Public Outreach
Patterson and Harmon 

point to a growing empha-
sis at ROH for their sig-
nificant growth in juvenile 
clients. They’ve met with 
law departments, attor-
neys, health departments, 
county health and human 
services and schools and 
health professionals. Their 
messages have been getting 
answered.

Patterson noted this 
week that Harmon received 
12 referrals involving youth 
needing support. “We’ve 
really been pushing out-
reach in the community,” 
said Patterson. “The mes-
sage is being received and 
absorbed.”

The Victim’s Voice
The success of Rivers 

of Hope is not a surprise to 
Sherburne County Attorney 
Kathleen Heaney, whose 
office has prosecuted abuse 
cases for all her 30-plus 
years in office. A member  
of her legal team, as well 
as several from the Wright 
County Attorneys Office, 
have sat on the ROH board 
to help direct the organiza-
tion.

“Having the victims’ 
voices heard in court is in-
valuable,” she says. “We’re 
always trying to seek safety 
measures for our clients and 
ROH is an invaluable re-
source. This process allows 
survivors to be heard. We 
appreciate their work, their 
advocacy and their partner-
ship.”

Financial Support
Rivers of Hope is a 

charitable non-profit orga-
nization. It relies on var-
ious funding to support 
its approximate $750,000 
annual budget. Half the re-
ceipts come from govern-
ment and large charitable 
corporations. The remain-
ing half comes from local 
businesses, organizations 
and individuals.

ROH is in the midst 
of its annual appeal for fi-
nancial support. Mailers 
are being sent to past con-
tributors. They will also be 
participating in the annual 
Give to the Max Day, Nov. 
17. The Walk for Hope 
fundraiser was held in Au-
gust. Their biggest event, 
the spring Gala, will be 
held May 4 at Rockwoods 
in Otsego.

Providing Assistance
Rivers of Hope can 

be reached at their office 
in Monticello – 763-295-
3433. Their office email 
is info@riversofhope.org. 
Their website is www.river-
sofhope.org. Their mailing 
address is ROH, Box 511, 
Monticello, MN. 55362.

   MEL HARMON is one of three youth advocates (counselors) for Rivers of 
Hope. She and her fellow student advocates hold office hours for students in all 
Sherburne and Wright County junior and high schools. She’s pictured outside Mon-
ticello Junior High. (Submitted Photo)

Youth well-served with 
expanding ROH services

Submitted article

(Editor’s Note: The 
following article was sub-
mitted by Benton County 
4-H.)

Nearly thirty excited 
4-H Youth Ambassadors 
from Benton County, along 
with Ambassador Advi-
sors, got together Thursday 
evening of MEA. It was an 
evening of planning, con-
necting and collaborating 
about the upcoming 4-H 
year. The ambassadors met 
at the Benton County 4-H 
Extension Educators home, 
Ann Olson in Becker. 

“It was a great night to 
be able to get to meet new 
people and the other am-
bassadors I will be working 
with this year,” said 4-H 
Ambassador, Allie Bar-
ringer, 10th grader from 
Becker. “It was exciting to 
hear about all of the out-
reach we will be doing this 
year to make a difference 
in our community.” 

The 4-H ambassador 
program is for youths, in 
seventh grade and older, 
that want to be involved 
in special events, trainings 
and service projects for 
their community.

BENTON COUNTY 4-H AMBASSADORS had a bonfire and planning meeting 
for the upcoming 4-H year over MEA at their 4-H Extension Educators home in 
Becker. There were numerous plans made during the evening that will be adver-
tised throughout the year. Pictured (L-R)Front Row: Alaina Ferkinhoff, Claudia 
Schlough and Larkin Kleine.  (L-R) 2nd row: Dylan Arnold, Kaylee Waters, Allie 
Barringer, Lilly Ackerman, Skylar Morris, Addison Dahler, Alicia Belanger and Bella 
Pederson. (L-R) 3rd row: Chloe Wirtzfeld, Raelee Lyon, Cade Barringer, Joseph 
Achen, Jasmine Manea, Morgan Molitor, Regan Listul, Alex Wirtzfeld and Mason, 
4-H Extension Educator Ann Olson and Mason Arnold. (L-R) Back row: Travis Boyle, 
Evan Lamberg and Chase Dahler. (Submitted photo.)

4-H ambassadors 
plan for next year



Page 11 • Patriot, Saturday, November 12, 2022

Proudly 
serving the 

communities of 
Becker, 

Big Lake, 
Clear Lake and 

Clearwater!
We appreciate 

your 
business and 
readership!

Sports News
Be a Patriot Page 

Sponsor! Call 
763.275.0275 to 
secure your ad

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Appreciative of our 
local newspaper! 

We proudly support 
our communities

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Mon. - Thu., 9am-5pm; Fri. 9am-1pm

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Call us for 
your business 

insurance needs.

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Mon. - Thu., 9am-5pm; Fri. 9am-1pm

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Bundled options 
available, call today 

for your quote.

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Mon. - Thu., 9am-5pm; Fri. 9am-1pm

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Life insurance, make 
sure you have the 
right protection.

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Mon. - Thu., 9am-5pm; Fri. 9am-1pm

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Do you own a boat, 
ATV, motorcycle or 
RV? Call today for a 

free quote.

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Mon. - Thu., 9am-5pm; Fri. 9am-1pm

PROUD SPONSOR
OF THE 

NEWSPAPER,
EVENTS, ACTIVITIES

AND BUSINESSES
IN OUR LOCAL

COMMUNITIES!

763-262-5850
tjpottertrucking.com

Grateful for our 
community newspaper 

and all the events 
covered in our 

surrounding areas!

612.298.3608
Sarawaytashek 

@edinarealty.com

Good Luck Athletes!

TRUEMAN WELTERS
1600 HWY 55 E
BUFFALO, MN 55313
763-682-2200

TRUEMAN WELTERS
1600 HWY 55 E
BUFFALO, MN 55313
763-682-2200

$7,500
$11,000

$14,000
$18,000

By Bill Morgan, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

Four Becker Bulldog 
Boy harriers performed 
well at the MSHSL State 
meet at St. Olaf College. 
Seniors Tyson Ricker and 
Mason Becker, returned to 
state as the two had been 
there in 2021, but for fresh-
men Tanner Felton and 
Parker Spindler, it was a 
brand new experience.  

At the starting area, the 
Bulldogs got to see many of 
the Bulldog supporters that 
were there to cheer for them 
and the Bulldog girls.  

“It was really great to 
see so many people that 
made it out to St. Olaf to 
celebrate these runners’ 
achievements,” said Head 
Coach Dustin Weege. “I 
absolutely loved hearing 
so much positive Bulldog 
cheering as I darted to vari-
ous spots around the course 
and I know that the guys 
and girls enjoyed the Bull-
dog support too.” 

Coach Weege also 
shared his thankfulness 
for the great messages that 
were shared with the team 
from Bulldog alumni and 
Bulldog leaders. “Those 
were really fun to share 
with the team, and I ap-
preciate the investments 
of many that have helped 
these Bulldog runners get 
to this stage.”

When the starter’s pis-
tol went off for the start of 
the race, the field of the top 
160 runners from the state 
surged forward and Mason 
Becker was excited for 
the experience and com-
mented during the day that 
he’d been feeling great.  
He started his second state 
meet appearance with a 
slightly more conservative 
first mile, but then made 
some gains in his second 

mile of the race.  During his 
final portion of the 3.1 mile 
race, Mason worked hard to 
finish strong and he accom-
plished a time of 17:38.  

Ahead of Mason were  
Spindler and Felton, who 
are the only two in known 
Becker history to race 
under 17 minutes in their 
freshmen year. 

The freshmen started 
out with strong first mile 
splits and they overtook 
36 runners after that mile 
in their journey to the fin-
ish line. Felton had another 
16:50 as he had his third 
time under 17 while Spin-
dler ran a 16:57 to break the 
17 mark for the first time. 
Felton placed 36th while 
Spindler was 46th as they 
were both in the top one-
third of the field. 

Ricker aggressively 
raced in his final MSHSL 
5km event after steadily 
pursuing gains through his 
years of training. 

“Tyson has had his 
sights on this day for a long 
time,” said Weege. “And it 
has been neat to see him de-
velop over the years.” 

Ricker’s time of 16:17 
is the fastest state meet 5km 
in Becker history and was 
about a half-minute faster 
than his time last year. 
Ricker repeated his All-
State status as he placed 
14th. Ricker also earned 
All-State Academic honors.

“I was impressed with 
the work the four guys did 
during the season along 
with teammates and I was 
pleased to see all four of 
the runners finish the sea-
son with good hard runs,” 
Weege said. “It has been 
a joy with this crew and 
we look forward to seeing 
the guys do some fantastic 
things in their futures.”  

FOUR BULLDOG BOY RUNNERS (Mason Becker, Parker Spindler, Tanner 
Felton and Tyson Ricker) pose in front of the MSHSL Banner along with Coach 
Dustin Weege (L) and Coach Patrick Drury (R)  in preparation for racing at the state 
meet at St. Olaf College. (Submitted Photo.)

Bulldog runners 
do well at state

By Bill Morgan, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

The Becker Bulldog 
Girls Cross Country team 
competed at the MSHSL 
State Meet last Saturday 
at St Olaf.  The girls did 
a good job navigating the 
challenging course and 
gave it all they had, leading 
Becker to a fourth place fin-
ish in the overall standings

“We are so proud of 
how well our team has 
done all season and they 
did a great job representing 
Becker once again,” said 
Girls Head Coach Trish 
Kealy.

The weather was cool 
and damp but dried out as 
the race started and the girls 
got off to a good start. The 
Bulldogs were only beaten 
by defending champions St. 
Paul Highland Park, Alex-
andria and Marshall.  

“This is such a big ac-
complishment for us and 
we are so happy to repre-
sent so well,” said Kealy.  
“Our goal was to make the 
podium by placing third 
or higher but I couldn’t be 
prouder of the efforts of 
this group as we moved up 
two spots from last year’s 
finish.”  

Seventh grader Adele 
Changamire led Becker 
with a 12th place finish and 
a time of 19:03.79 to earn 
All State Honors. 

“She ran aggressively 

and challenged herself the 
entire race.” said Kealy. 
“She has had an amazing 
first year.”  

Lexi Rose was Beck-
er’s second finisher and she 
had an amazing final kick to 
pass several in the last 300 
meters to place 34th in a 
time of 19:37.94. 

“One of the gutsiest 
girls we have in Becker for 
sure,” said Kealy.  

Becker’s third girl was 
Ella McDonald. She and 
Rose were close to one an-
other for most of the race 
and traded off leading one 

another throughout.  Al-
ways one to run with joy, 
Ella gave it all and had 
for a time of 19:44.07 for 
45th place.  The Bulldogs 
had Olivia Babler as their 
fourth finisher and she 
showed great determination 
finishing 80th in a time of 
20:30.17 which bettered her 
time from sections. 

Becker’s last scoring 
runner was Alea Briggs, 
who worked hard for a 93rd 
place finish in 20:52.57 
showing how far she has 
come this year.  

Kealy’s team was 

rounded out by her two 
dependable seniors, Brook-
lyn Karel and Bella Dun-
combe finishing in 106th 
(21:06.00) and 125th 
(21:46.60).  

“These seniors ran 
with a lot of heart for the 
entire season and finished 
off their careers well at the 
state meet,” the coach said.  
“We are so grateful for their 
leadership along with that 
of alternate runner senior 
Kayla Gruenes.”  

“It is so special to fin-
ish out one’s career and the 
state meet and we are so 

happy they were able to ex-
perience that.”  

Also acting as alter-
nates for Becker were soph-
omore Natalie Trenz and 
junior Tasha Berthiaume. 
There were 158 finishers in 
this race.   

“We also had two girls 
earn Academic All State 
honors - Lexi Rose and 
Alea Briggs.

Locally, Monticello 
also placed well - sixth 
place, and another M-8 
conference school - Chis-
ago Lakes - placed 13th. 

The team scores for 
the state meet were St 
Paul Highland Park 79, 
Alexandria 105, Marshall 
125, Becker 157, Willmar 
162, Monticello 241, Rock 
Ridge 242, Benilde St Mar-
garet 243, Hibbing 246, 
Delano 259, Two Rivers 
268, Waseca 293, Chisago 
Lakes 293, Faribault 302 
and Mahtomedi 372. 

“It has truly been a spe-
cial season for our girls and 
we appreciate all the sup-
port we have had through 
it all,” said Kealy. “We are 
so fortunate to have the best 
parents and support from 
our school and community. 
We look forward to our 
next season and look back 
on this one with grateful-
ness.”

THE BECKER GIRLS CROSS COUNTRY TEAM signaled “thumbs up” as they prepared to run their race at the state meet at St. 
Olaf. (Submitted Photo).

Girls CC team finished 4th at state
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By Bill Morgan, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

The Becker Bulldog 
football team put up a valiant 
comeback against Rocori last 
Saturday, but fell to the Spar-
tans by two points to end their 
season.

Rocori was the only team 
to beat Becker in this year’s 
campaign as they knocked off 
the Bulldogs in the first and 
last games of the year, 31-10 
and 22-20.

Saturday’s game was 
played at Monticello and 
things started well for Becker 
as Ryan Bengtson guided his 
team down the field in the 
first quarter and plunged in 
from two yeards out to start 
the scoring.

Rocori, however, recov-
ered and scored on their next 
two posessions to go up 16-7 
after they converted both their 
two-point attempts (which 
proved fatal to the Bulldogs 
later in the game.)

The second and third 
quarters found both teams 
battling for the end zone but 
both defenses standing up to 
the task.

Early in the fourth quar-
ter, Rocori extended their lead 
to 22-7 (failed two-point con-
version) and the game seemed 
to be slipping away from the 
Bulldogs. But they didn’t give 
up and midway through the 
quarter, they finally dented 
the scoreboard again when 
Kyan Blomquist caught a 
22-yarder from Bengtson and 
waltzed into the end zone to 
bring the game to 22-14.

Later, as the game was 
winding down, Bengtson 
again piloted his squad down 

the field and found Alex 
Weiss from two yards out to 
bring the score to 22-20. The 
Bulldogs set up for the two-
point conversion and the tie, 
but the attempt failed and 
Becker’s hope of a return to 
state died out.

Ryan Bengtson was 13-
of-27 for 166 yards and two 
TDs through the air and one 
on the ground.

Adam Jurek had 49 
yards gained on nine carries 
and Logan Eisele had 31 
yards on eight carries.

Weiss was Becker’s top 
receiver as he reeled in eight 
catches for 106 yards and one 
score. Blomquist had five 
catches for 60 yards and one 
TD.

On defense, Harrison 
Kent had four tackles and 

four assists as well as one 
tackle for a loss. Isaac Da-
luge had one fumble recovery 
as well as Weiss and Kaden 
Nicolas and Julias Hendricks 
each had an interception.

Becker ran 69 plays 
compared to 65 for Rocori. 
The Bulldogs amassed 309 
yards compared to 327 for the 
Spartans. Turnovers were an 
issue Saturday as Becker had 
three and Rocori had four.

Becker (8-2) also ran 
into penalty trouble as they 
were flagged seven times for 
81 yards compared to just 
three times for Rocori for 17 
yards.

The Spartans (8-2) move 
on to play North Branch at 
Blaine High School in the 
Class 4A Quarterfinal. 

QB RYAN BENGTSON threw two TD passes and ran for one in Becker’s 22-20 
loss to Rocori in Monticello last weekend. (Photo by Anne Koste).

Bulldogs lose by 2 to Rocori

Submitted Article

Wednesday, Nov. 9 
was the first of Becker’s 
three Letter of Intent sign-
ing days. BHS had seven 
student athletes that signed 
letters at 7:30 a.m. in 
the high school gym. 

The list of signees for 
Wednesday morning are as 
follows:

• Dani Nuest signed to 
play Women’s Basketball 
at Michigan Tech Univer-
sity;

• Ayla Brown signed 
to play Women’s Basket-
ball at the University of 
Sioux Falls;

• Maren Westin signed 
to play Women’s Basket-
ball at University of Wis-

consin-Green Bay;
• Nolan Murphy signed 

to play Men’s Baseball at 
St. Cloud State University;

• Delaney Varney 
signed to compete in Wom-
en’s Swimming and Diving 
at MN State University- 

Moorhead;
• Meghan Swanson 

signed to compete in Wom-
en’s Swimming and Diving 

at MN State University- 
Moorhead;

• Owen Kolbinger 
signed to compete in Men’s 

Baseball at Mayville State 
University.

Dozens of family 
members, staff and students 
came out to help celebrate 
the important decisions 
made by these student ath-
letes as they commit to not 
only their academics but 
also their athletic futures. 
BHS congratulate them and 
thank them for all that they 
have done as student ath-
letes at Becker High School 
and wish them the best of 
luck as they look forward 
after they graduate to the 
next phase of their lives. THE SEVEN BECKER BULLDOG SIGNEES ARE:  (left to right) Meghan Swanson, Delaney Varney, Owen Kolbinger, Nolan Murphy, Maren Westin, Ayla Brown and Dani 

Nuest. (Submitted Photo).

7 Bulldogs sign L.O.I.’s Wednesday

ADAM JUREK (BECKER) AND SE-
BASTIAN NOVAK (ROCORI) are cousins 
and after last weekend’s game against 
each other, they met at midfield to 
congratulate each other (bottom 
photo). Both players are seniors and 
played each other for the last time 
this past weekend. It has been a ritual 
for the two to take a photo after each 
Becker/Rocori game for the past 5 
years. (Submitted Photo).

Cousins salute each other after game

CODY GRUENHAGEN, a native 
of Becker, bagged his first deer with 
a bow on Nov. 2 in Sherburne County. 
The split brow tine makes this a very 
unique deer. Gruenhagen has told ev-
eryone this deer is definitely going to 
be mounted. (Submitted Photo).

Unique deer bagged in Sherburne County
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HANSON PAVING. Residen-
tial & commercial. Driveways, 
parking lots, asphalt, paving & 
asphalt patchwork. No job too 
small. Call for a free estimate 
320-259-7874 office. 3636 
Quail Rd., Sauk Rapids. We 
accept Visa & Mastercard. 
www.hansonpaving.com
________________________

Asphalt/Blacktop

OAK PARK
CREAMERY

See us for all your feed 
needs. Hubbard, Heims, 
Purina & Oak Park brand 
feeds. Crystalyx tubs. We 
specialize in small orders 
of custom made feed. RR 
Corn $194.00/Bag. EN-
LIST E3 Soybeans $50.00/
Bag.

OAK PARK CREAMERY
16623 Ironwood Rd NE

Oak Park, MN
320-968-7864

Farm Supplies
TOTAL LAWN CARE, INC.
Locally owned & operated 
since 1985. Fertilization, core 
aeration, guaranteed control 
of: weeds, crabgrass, mos-
quitoes, ants/ticks/spiders, 
grubworms and Emerald Ash 
Borer. Experience the differ-
ence! 320-685-4131. 
www.lawntlc.info.                            
________________________

Lawn Care
ADOPTION
We are a nerdy and sci-fi loving 
couple hoping to adopt a newborn. 
Our home is filled with love, laughter 
and warmth. To learn more about us 
please visit http://www.paulandval-
adopt.com. Legal expenses paid. Paul 
and Val call/text: 1-347- 480-9505 or 
Email: paulandvaladopt@gmail.com 
(mcn)

AUTOMOBILES
DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHAR-
ITY. Receive maximum value of 
write off for your taxes. Running or 
not! All conditions accepted. Free 
pickup. Call for details. 855-752-
6680 (mcn)

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK 
TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. 
Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax Deduct-
ible, Free Towing, All Paperwork 
Taken Care Of. CALL 1-855-977-
7030 (mcn)

CASH FOR CARS! We buy all 
cars! Junk, high-end, totaled – it 
doesn’t matter! Get free towing and 
same day cash! NEWER MODELS 
too! Call 1-877-978-2510. (mcn)

CABLE/INTERNET
Earthlink High Speed Internet. As 
Low As $49.95/month (for the first 3 
months.) Reliable High Speed Fiber 
Optic Technology. Stream Videos, 
Music and More! Call Earthlink 
Today 1-855-679-7096. (mcn)

BEST SATELLITE TV with 2 Year 
Price Guarantee! $59.99/mo with 190 
channels and 3 months free premium 
movie channels! Free next day instal-
lation! Call 855-824-1258. (mcn)

DirecTV Satellite TV Service 
Starting at $74.99/month! Free In-
stallation! 160+ channels available. 
Call Now to Get the Most Sports & 
Entertainment on TV! 844-558-1767 
(mcn)

DIRECTV Stream - Carries the 
Most Local MLB Games! CHOICE 
Package, $89.99/mo for 12 months. 
Stream on 20 devices in your home at 
once. HBO Max included for 3 mos 
(w/CHOICE Package or higher.) 
No annual contract, no hidden fees! 
Some restrictions apply. Call IVS 
1-866-387-0621. (mcn)

DISH Network. $64.99 for 190 
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet, 
$19.99/mo. (where available.) Switch 
& Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. 
FREE Voice Remote. FREE HD 
DVR. FREE Streaming on ALL De-
vices. Call today! 1-855-434-0020 
(mcn)

DIRECTV for $79.99/mo for 12 
months with CHOICE Package. 
Watch your favorite live sports, 
news & entertainment anywhere. 
First 3 months of HBO Max, Cin-
emax, Showtime, Starz and Epix 
included! Directv is #1 in Customer 
Satisfaction (JD Power & Assoc.) 
Some restrictions apply. Call 1-866-
296-1409. (mcn)

DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Chan-
nels + $14.95 High Speed Internet. 
Free Installation, Smart HD DVR 
Included, Free Voice Remote. Some 
restrictions apply. Promo Expires 
1/21/23. 1-866-590-6451. (mcn)

EDUCATION
TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDI-
CAL BILLING! Become a Medical 
Office Professional online at CTI! 
Get Trained, Certified & ready to 
work in months! Call 855-493-4066. 
(M-F 8am-6pm ET). Computer with 
internet is required. (mcn)

FINANCIAL
The COVID crisis has cost us all 
something. Many have lost jobs and 
financial security. Have $10K In 
Debt? Credit Cards. Medical Bills. 
Car Loans. Call NATIONAL DEBT 
RELIEF! We can help! Get a FREE 
debt relief quote: Call

1-866-552-0649.(mcn)

FOR SALE
Kinze Planters & Grain Carts. 
Nation’s largest dealer with best se-
lection and price. Plus pre-owned 
carts, tillage equipment and plant-
ers ready to roll. Sorensen Equip-
ment, Harlan, IA. 712-755-2455.  
www.sorensenequipment.com (mcn)

ENJOY 100% guaranteed, deliv-
ered-to-the-door Omaha Steaks! 
Get 8 FREE Filet Mignon Burgers! 
Order The Butcher’s Deluxe package 
this holiday season- ONLY $99.99. 
Call 1-888-960-0730 and mention 
code 71941CKL or visit www.oma-
hasteaks.com/GiftGiving3327. (mcn)

HEALTH & MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator 
May Be Covered by Medicare! Re-
claim independence and mobility with 
the compact design and long-lasting 
battery of Inogen One. Free informa-
tion kit! Call 844-716-2411. (mcn)

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 350 plus 
procedures. Real dental insurance- 
NOT just a discount plan. Do not 
wait! Call now! Get your FREE 
Dental Information Kit with all 
the details! 1-855-973-9175 www.
dental50plus.com/https://www.den-
tal50plus.com/midwest #6258 (mcn)

Don’t let the stairs limit your mo-
bility! Discover the ideal solution for 
anyone who struggles on the stairs, is 
concerned about a fall or wants to re-
gain access to their entire home. Call 
AmeriGlide today! 1-877-916-2093. 
(mcn)

Attention Viagra users: Generic 100 
mg blue pills or generic 20 mg yellow 
pills. Get 45 plus 5 free $99 + S/H. 
Call Today 1-877-707-5659. (mcn)

LEFSE & APPLE PIE Made in 
LaCrescent, Minnesota! Lefse, 
3/$3 or 13/$12. Apple Pie, $15. De-
livery-Cresco, IA, Rochester, MN, 
Other Locations. Call today. 218-791-
1713. (mcn)

MISCELLANEOUS
Safe Step. North Americas #1 
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive life-
time warranty. Top-of-the-line in-
stallation and service. Now featuring 
our FREE shower package and $1600 
Off for a limited time! Call today! 
Financing available. Call Safe Step 
1-844-290-5083. (mcn)

LONG DISTANCE MOVING: Call 
today for a FREE QUOTE from 
America’s Most Trusted Interstate 
Movers. Let us take the stress out of 
moving! Speak to a Relocation Spe-
cialist, call 877-327-0795. (mcn)

Military families: were you at Camp 
Lejeune between 1953 and 1987, you 
may have been exposed to contami-
nated drinking water causing cancer 
and death. Call 800-535-5727. (mcn)

FREE AUTO INSURANCE 
QUOTES for uninsured and insured 
drivers. Let us show you how much 
you can save! Call 855-995-2382 
(mcn)

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. 
EASY, ONE DAY updates! We spe-
cialize in safe bathing. Grab bars, no 
slip flooring & seated showers. Call 
for a free in-home consultation: 855-
836-2250. (mcn)

NEED NEW FLOORING? Call 
Empire Today® to schedule a FREE 
in-home estimate on Carpeting & 
Flooring. Call Today! 844-785-0305 
(mcn)

Never clean your gutters again! 
Affordable, professionally installed 
gutter guards protect your gutters and 
home from debris and leaves forever! 
For a FREE Quote call: 877-761-1449 
(mcn)

The Generac PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery storage system. SAVE 
money, reduce your reliance on the 
grid, prepare for power outages and 
power your home. Full installation 
services available. $0 Down Financ-
ing Option. Request a FREE, no 
obligation, quote today. Call 1-877-
381-3059. (mcn)

Prepare for power outages today 
with a GENERAC home standby 
generator. $0 Money Down + Low 
Monthly Payment Options. Request 
a FREE Quote. Call now before the 
next power outage: 1-877-228-5789 
(mcn)

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced de-
bris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 10% 
Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-855-577-1268. Promo Code
285. (mcn)

Become a Published Author. We 
want to Read Your Book! Dorrance 
Publishing-Trusted by Authors 
Since 1920. Book manuscript sub-
missions currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Services: Consul-
tation, Production, Promotion and 
Distribution. Call for Your Free Au-
thor`s Guide 1-877-516-0706 or visit  
dorranceinfo.com/Midwest (mcn)

Wesley Financial Group, LLC 
Timeshare Cancellation Experts. 
Over $50,000,000 in timeshare debt 
and fees cancelled in 2019. Get free 
informational package and learn how 
to get rid of your timeshare! Free 
consultations. Over 450 positive re-
views. Call 877-326-1608. (mcn)

Trouble hearing your TV? Try TV 
EARS Voice Clarifying Wireless TV 
Speaker. Better than a soundbar and/
or turning the TV volume way up. 
Special, limited time $50 off offer. 
Call TV Ears. Use code MBSP50. 
Call 1-844-455-0505. (mcn)

DIAGNOSED WITH LUNG 
CANCER? You may qualify for a 
substantial cash award - even with 
smoking history. NO obligation! 
We’ve recovered millions. Let us 
help!! Call 24/7, 1-888-490-8260. 
(mcn)

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in 
as little as ONE DAY! Affordable 
prices - No payments for 18 months! 
Lifetime warranty & professional 
installs. Senior & Military Discounts 
available. Call 1-866-585-7073. 
(mcn)

Switch and save up to $250/year on 
your talk, text and data. No con-
tract and no hidden fees. Unlimited 
talk and text with flexible data plans. 
Premium nationwide coverage. 100% 
U.S. based customer service. Limited 
time offer! Get $50 off on any new 
account. Use code GIFT50. For more 
information, call 1-888-909-7338. 
(mcn)

PETS/PUPPIES FOR SALE
HO! HO! PERFECTION AKC 
REG. COCKER SPANIEL PUP-
PIES 6 ready now, 9 ready next 
month. A rainbow of colors & sizes! 
Payments avail. 920-563-3410 morn-
ings (#268588) (mcn)

WANT TO BUY
PAYING TOP CA$H FOR MEN’S 
SPORT WATCHES! Rolex, Breit-
ling, Omega, Patek Philippe, Heuer, 
Daytona, GMT,Submariner, Speed-
master.. Call: 866-314-9742. (mcn)

TOP CA$H PAID FOR OLD GUI-
TARS! 1920-1980 Gibson, Martin, 
Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, 
Mosrite, Rickenbacker, Prairie State, 
D’Angelico, Stromberg. And Gibson 
Mandolins / Banjos. 866-470-1643. 
(mcn)

Minnesota Newspaper Association Classifieds

220 USED CARS to choose 
from. We also BUY used cars. 
Guaranteed Approval! Brandl 
Auto Connection, 559 Hwy 10, 
St. Cloud (next to the red barn 
Dairy Queen). 320-229-1900. 
Apply online at: 
www.BrandlAutoConnection.com
________________________

Used Cars

DESKTOPS AND LAPTOP 
REPAIR. On-site or drop off. 
Computer cleanup - upgrades. 
Big Lake, 763-263-7070.
________________________

Computers

MURPHY
CHEVROLET

New & Used Cars & Trucks
(320) 968-6239

www.murphychevrolet.com

Automotive

HASSAN SAND & 
GRAVEL has a large se-
lection of decorative rock, 
pulverized & screened top-
soil, all types of driveway 
aggregates, wood & rubber 
mulch, landscape supplies, 
play/volleyball/mason sand, 
fieldstone boulders, steps & 
natural quarry stone, syn-
thetic turf products. M-F 
7am-4pm & Sat. 7am-noon, 
13530 Williamdale Rd., 
Rogers. 763-428-2393.
www.HassanSand.com

Clip this ad & save $20 
off your purchase of 

$100 or more!
Exp. 11/13/22

Landscaping Supplies

NOTICE: Outdoor Furnace, 
Parts and Supplies, High 
demand and limited avail-
ability. Plan and look ahead. 
Reserve now to have one 
for this summer or fall instal-
lation. We feature Central 
Boiler furnaces and products 
for complete installation. We 
have Financing available, 
26% Tax Credit available on 
some models. Reserve today  
Class-Act Outdoor Furnace 
763-972-6255                              
________________________

Outdoor Furnaces

 Big Lake Senior Center
The Big Lake Senior Club meets Tues., 1-4pm, Big Lake City 

Hall, 160 Lake St. North. 
We would love to have you join us for card games, refreshments  

& conversation. 
For More Information Call: 

(763) 309-1010 and/or (763) 207-8703

Becker Area Senior 
Center (BASC) 

Upcoming Events
BASC NOW AT BCC! ALL AREA SENIORS WELCOME.

SENIOR CENTER OPEN MON. - FRI. 5AM-5PM.  
COFFEE IS ON AT 5AM. COME DROP IN!

Mon., Nov. 14: All day coffee, catch up on the news with St. Cloud & 
Minneapolis daily papers today & everyday.
Tues., Nov. 15: 7am: BBC Gym morning walk; 9am: Cards & Con-
versation;  11:30am: Birthday Potluck lunch & music by Gerald-John-
son Duo performing a concert of holiday music-a Legacy event.
Wed., Nov. 16: 1pm: BASC Activity Meeting; 3pm: BASC Board 
Meeting-BASC Board Elections Today-All are welcome.
Thurs., Nov. 17: 9am: Cards/Conversation; 2-2:30pm: Tech time 
with Jade at the Library with individual help-registration required..
Fri., Nov. 18: 11:30am: Lunch on the Run-meet at Charlies in 
Becker; Dec. newsletter articles due!

Becker Community Center: 763-200-4271
Blood Pressure available whenever BASC is open  

Send activity/class opportunities to: 
basc.becker@gmail.com

Planning Mtg.: 3rd Wed., 1pm; Next Board mtg.: Nov. 16, 3-5pm 
Nov. 15-Dec. 3: Holiday Tradition Recipe Swap 

(at the Library-see BASC Newletter for more details.)

(Becker Schools=BS; Becker High School=BHS; 
Becker Middle School=BMS; Becker Intermediate School=BIS;  

Early Childhood Family 
Education=ECFE;

Big Lake School=BLS; Big Lake High School=BLHS;
Big Lake Middle School=BLMS; Big Lake Independence=BLIS;

Big Lake Liberty=BLLS; Big Lake Preschool=BLPS;
Clearview School=CVS)

 
 

This Week’s 
Calendar Events:

Sun., Nov. 13, 2022:
•World Kindess Day
•Sadie Hawkins Day
•National Indian Pudding Day
•Mouth Cancer Awareness Week 
(11/13-11/19)
•Nurse Practitioner Week (11/13-
11/19)
Mon., Nov. 14, 2022:
•World Diabetes Day
•Dow Jones Tops 1,000: Anniver-
sary, 1972
•World Antibiotic Awareness 
Week (11/14-11/18)
•American Education Week
(11/14-11/18)
•National Young Reader’s Week 
(11/14-11/18)
•Geography Awareness Week 
(11/14-11/18)
Tues., Nov. 15, 2022:
•America Recycles Day

•National Bundt Day
Wed., Nov. 16, 2022:
•ECFE: ECFE Book Fair Week 
(11/16-11/22)
•National Educational Support 
Professionals Day
•Moon Phase: Third Quarter
Thurs., Nov. 17, 2022:
•BLS: School Board Meeting 
6:30pm
•Great American Smokeout
•National Take a Hike Day
•Homemade Bread Day
•National Button Day
Fri., Nov. 18, 2022:
•Hmmmm
Sat., Nov. 19, 2022:
•National Adoption Day
•Anniversary of the Gettysburg 
Address

Game Time

NOW HIRING. SERVICE 
TECHS AND INSTALLERS.  
Great pay and benefits. Email 
resume to: aceheatingan-
dair@outlook.com or call 
763-389-2647 or apply online: 
aceheatingandair.com.
________________________

Help Wanted

CALL TODAY
TO PLACE 
YOUR AD 763-275-0275

ESTATE SALE. Nov. 16-
19, Wed-Fri 8-5pm, Sat. 
8-12pm. 12195 Hillcrest 
Ct. SE, Becker. Antique 
furniture & dishes, dining 
room set w/hutch-cherry-
wood, large Broyhill enter-
tainment, couches, chairs, 
end tables, curio cabinet, 
brass queen-size head-
board, TV’s, crystal lamps, 
mirrors, pictures, some 
clothing, & so much more.

Estate Sale

                                     Week of November 13, 2022             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

WANTED TO BUY MISCELLANEOUSMISCELLANEOUS
WANTED: 

ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES 
Running or not. Titled or not. Cash 
in exchange. Sell now while prices 
are high! Call Dan at 612/720-2142

THE GENERAC PWRCELL 
a solar plus battery storage system. 
Save money, reduce your reliance on 
the grid, prepare for power outages 
and power your home. Full installa-
tion services available. $0 Down  nanc-
ing option. Request a free, no obliga-
tion quote today. Call 888/913-5895

DISH NETWORK
$64.99 for 190 Channels! Blazing fast 
internet, $19.99/mo. (where avail-
able.) Switch & get a FREE $100 Visa 
gift card. FREE voice remote. FREE 
HD DVR. FREE streaming on ALL 
devices. Call today! 855/562-4309 

DONATE YOUR CAR 
truck or boat to Heritage For The 
Blind. Free 3-day vacation, tax de-
ductible, free towing, all paper-
work taken care of 844/220-9501

DIRECTV STREAM 
Carries the most local MLB Games! 
CHOICE Package, $89.99/mo. for 
12 months. Stream on 20 devices in your 
home at once. HBO Max included for 
3 mos. (w/CHOICE Package or higher.) 
No annual contract, no hidden fees! Some 
restrictions apply. Call IVS 855/803-9309 

ENJOY 100% GUARANTEED 
delivered-to-the-door Omaha Steaks! Get 
8 FREE Filet Mignon Burgers! Order The 
Butcher’s Deluxe package this holiday 
season- only $99.99. Call 855/402-7187 
and mention code 71941ALG or visit 
www.omahasteaks.com/GiftGiving3287

Advertise here statewide 
in 230+ newspapers for 

only $279 per week! 
Call 800-279-2979

*   Terms and conditions apply. Discount based on MSRP. Offer valid 10/1/22-12/31/22 at 
participating locations only on qualifying purchases. Jabra Enhance Plus not eligible for the 
discount. See locations for details. Benefi ts of hearing instruments may vary by type and degree 
of hearing loss, noise environment, accuracy of hearing evaluation and proper fi t. Cannot be 
combined with any other promotions or discounts.

Book Your FREE
Hearing Screening

(844) 406-1631

Beltone Hearing Aids Starting at $799

25% OFF Hearing Aid Set + FREE Cleaning Set with Purchase

Butcher’s Deluxe Package
4 Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloins (5 oz.)
4 Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (5 oz.)
4 Boneless Pork Chops (6 oz.)
4 Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 oz.)
4 Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)
1 jar Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3.1 oz.)
8 FREE8 FREE PureGroundTM Filet Mignon Burgers (6 oz.)
71941CKL   separately $225.94
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE 

$9999

8 BURGERS FREE

ORDER NOW! 1.888.960.0730 Ask for 71941CKL

OmahaSteaks.com/GiftGiving3327
Savings shown over aggregated 
single item base price. Standard 

S&H applies. Exp. 12/31/22.
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Clear Lake/Clearwater - Organizations
Clear Lake Legion 

Meets the second Tues. of the month at 4180 105th Ave., Clear 
Lake. The Legion will meet at 7:30pm. New members are always wel-
come. Bud Stimmler at (320) 761-5793.

Clear Lake Lions 
Meets the first & third Tues. of the month at Palmer Twp. 

Hall  at 7pm. New members are always welcome. Please con-
tact any Lions member or one of the officers listed on our website:  
www.clearlakelionsmn.org

Clear Valley Business Connections
Meets quarterly on the 2nd Thurs. of the month from 

11:30am-1pm at various locations. Glenna Soenneker, President,  
(320) 267-4361, clearvalleybc@gmail.com.

Clearwater AA/Al-Anon
Meets at 7pm, Sun. night at Clearwater United Method-

ist Church, 405 Main St. Clearwater. (320) 310-1399 for AA  or 
(320) 558-6613 for Al-Anon.

Clearwater AA Meeting
Meets Mon. nights, 7pm at Rejoice Lutheran Church, 1155 CR 75, 

Clearwater. (612) 801-7317.
Clearwater Area Friends of the Library

Clearwater Area Friends of the Library are currently  
accepting donations of gently used books, DVDs & CDs 
for their used bookstore located in the Clearwater Library.  
Donations are tax deductible & can be dropped off at the Clearwater 
Library.

Textbooks, dictionaries,  encyclopedias,  outdated  
medical books, magazines, & moldy books cannot be ac-
cepted. All proceeds from the sale of used books are used to  
support the programs, services & equipment of the Clearwater Library.

Clearwater American Legion Post 323 & Auxiliary
Clearwater Legion meetings are held the second Thurs. of the 

month. Auxiliary 6:30pm, S.A.L. at 7pm, Legion 7:30pm. Clearwater 
Legion, Clearwater.

Clearwater/Clear Lake Food Shelf
Open Mon. 5:30-7pm, Tues. 9-11am & 6-8pm, Wed. 

3-5pm & in the brown Lions Community Building be-
neath the water tower in Clearwater.  We service residents of  
Clearwater & Clear Lake.

Clearwater Narcotics Anonymous 
 Meets at 7pm, Wed. night at Clearwater United  

Methodist Church, 405 Main St. Clearwater. (612) 607-4484.
Free Grace Recovery

Sun. 6-8pm at Clear Lake Town Hall, 7684 1st Ave. W. Clear 
Lake. A light meal will be served at 6pm. Everyone is welcome. Justin 
or Renee at (612) 384-9069.

Lions Club of Clearwater
 Meets second Tues. of the month at 8pm. Clearwater Lions Pavil-

ion. www.clearwaterlionsmn.com

Miscellaneous - Organizations
Every Child Deserves a Family! WE NEED YOU!

Sherburne County is recruiting Foster Homes! Family Foster Care 

offers a temporary home until children can be safetly reunited with their 
families or achieve permanency through kinship care or adoption. Foster 
Care is the 24-hour care of a child in a home that meets the child’s basic 
need for food, shelter, clothing, medical & dental care, privacy, safety, 
& adult supervision.

Children enter Foster Care whose families are  
experiencing difficulties, have special medical, emotional, or devel-
opmental needs or who struggle with their own issues such as mental 
health, behavior, or truancy. Foster Care is the least restrictive out-of-
home placement option & most likely a family setting.

Please contact: Chelsea Doherty  763) 765-4033 or  
chelsea.doherty@co.sherburne.mn.us. 

FREE - Advocates for Independence
 First & third Wed. of the month 2-4pm at Indepen-

dent Lifestyles, 215 North Benton Drive, Sauk Rapids. Make a  
difference in your community for people w/disabilities.  
Michele Pelka (320) 281-2042.  All abilities are welcome to attend.

FREE - The Saint Cloud Area Parkinson’s Disease 
(PD) Support Group invites you to “Coffee &  

Conversation” the last Wed. monthly at 10am at Edgewood Liv-
ing 677 Brianna Drive, Sartell. Meetings are open to those di-
agnosed w/PD, their families, caregivers, & the general  
public. Group provides support, education, & awareness about the  
disease. Bobbi (320) 281-3343.  

Mental Health Discussion Group
Meets Mon., 6-7pm at Independent Lifestyles, 215 N. Benton Dr., 

Sauk Rapids. This is a free group, everyone is welcome. Ricky (320) 
281-2025.

Parkinson’s Disease Support Group
Meets third Mon. of the month, from 1-2:30pm at ILICIL  

Independent Lifestyles, 215 N. Benton Dr., Sauk Rapids. This free group 
provides support, education, & awareness about the disease. Independent 
Lifestyles at (320) 529-9000.

Rivers of Hope
Advocates for ending family violence, is a non-profit  

community based agency offering advocacy, support, educa-
tion & referral services for victims of family violence. Working in  
partnerships w/schools, law enforcement, social service agencies & the 
court system in Sherburne & Wright Co. (763) 295-3433 or 1-800-439-
2642 or info@riversofhope.org. Free & confidential. Phones answered 
24/7.

Volunteer as a Foster Grandparent 
Local schools & organizations need caring adults like you!  

Orientation, training & ongoing support are provided. Pat Braun (612) 
390-0617.

Wright County Community Action
You have  been  a f fec ted  & a re  hav -

ing or are anticipating having difficulity paying your  
mortgage, WCCA is here to help you navigate your options & keep your 
home. To speak with a homeownership advisor, call Wright County  
Community Action at (320) 963-6500 ext. 238 today.  
Services are unbiased, confidential & free of charge. 

Becker Upcoming Events
Give the spice of Life Blood Drive

Wed., Nov. 16, 12:30-5:30pm. Becker Community Cen-
ter, 11500 Sherburne Ave, Becker. Check-in inside the Commu-

nity Center. To sigh-up, go to mbc.org/searchdrives & search  
sponsor code 9650.

Freedom Days Community Meeting
Thurs., Nov. 17, 2022, 5pm, Pebble Creek Golf Club. Becker Free-

dom Days staff would like to invite partners, past & present, to meet 
regarding the future of our community celebration. This meeting is open 
to the public & we invite anyone interested in Freedom Days to attend. 
Community involvement is vital to the success & subtainability of the 
event.

Clear Lake Upcoming Events
Blood Drive - American Red Cross

Give Blood. Every two seconds someone in the US needs blood. 
Mon., Nov. 21, 12:30-6:30pm. St. Marcus Church, 8701 Main Ave, 
Clear Lake.

Appt/Info: Judy (320) 743-2108 or visit RedCrossBlood.org enter 
Sponsor Code: Clear Lake

Clearwater Upcoming Events
Fall Bazaar, Craft, & Bake Sale

Sat., Nov. 19, 10am-2pm, Clearwater United Methodist Church, 405 
Main St., Clearwater. Fall Bazaar, Craft, Bake & Misc. Items Sale.

Young @ Heart
Nov. 17, 2022, 10:30am with coffee, conversation & cards. Lunch 

(free will offering) will be served 11:30am with Gift Card Bingo at 
12pm. Bingo prizes will be gift cards for area businesses & will include 
cards for groceries, restaurants, & gasoline.

Rejoice Lutheran Church, 1155 Co. Rd. 75. Please notify Church 
Office (320) 558-6851 or rejoice@rejoicelutheranchurch.org of your 
intention to attend so that we can assure a meal for everyone.

Glendorado Upcoming Events
Lutefisk, Ham & Meatball Dinner

Sat., Nov. 19, 3-7pm. Glendorado Lutheran Church, 1100 186th 
Ave NE, Princeton. Scandinavian menu: lutefisk, ham, meatballs, po-
tatoes, rutabagas, vegetable, coleslaw, cranberries, lefse & pie. Check 
for prices at the door.

Misc. Area Upcoming Events
Creative Arts & Crafts Fair

Sat., Nov. 19, 9am-2pm, Activity Center HLWW Middle School, 
8700 Co. Rd. 6 SW, Howard Lake. Free admission. There will be 80+ 
artists & craft persons exhibiting their works for sale. Bring friend & 
family. Food stand & Cub Scout wreaths available.

Sherburne County Upcoming Events
Medicare’s Annual Open Enrollment

Runs Oct. 15-Dec. 7. Allows you to make changes to your current 
Medicare plan and your Part D drug plan. Changes take effect Jan. 1, 
2023.

Questions about saving money on Medicare, Senior 
LinkAge Line® is a great resource! Call 800-333-2433 or  
mn.gov/senior-linkage-line.

Announcements

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE      
FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERIFICA-
TION OF THE DEBT AND 

IDENTITY OF THE ORIGINAL 
CREDITOR WITHIN THE TIME 

PROVIDED BY LAW IS NOT 
AFFECTED BY THIS ACTION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN:  That Default has oc-
curred in the conditions of the fol-
lowing described mortgage:
DATE OF MORTGAGE: 
4/15/2015
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL 
AMOUNT OF MORTGAGE: 
$139,900.00
MORTGAGOR(S): Marilee K 
Lagace-Peterson and Scott K Pe-
terson, wife and husband
MORTGAGEE:  Navy Federal 
Credit Union
DATE AND PLACE OF FILING:  
as Document 801957 in the Office 
of the County Recorder in Sher-
burne County, Minnesota. 

TAX PARCEL I.D. NO.: 85-
410-0246

LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF 
PROPERTY: Lot Twenty-three 
(23), Block Two (2), Royal Oaks, 
said plat being a part of the West 
Half of the Southeast Quarter of 
the Southeast Quarter (W1/2 of 
SE1/4 of SE1/4) of Section One 
(1), Township Thirty-five (35) 
North, Range Thirty-one (31) 
West, Sherburne County, Minne-
sota

Abstract Property  
STREET ADDRESS OF PROP-
ERTY: 1627 13th Ave SE , Saint 
Cloud, MN 56304
COUNTY IN WHICH PROP-
ERTY IS LOCATED: Sherburne
LENDER OR BROKER AND 
MORTGAGE ORIGINATOR: 
Navy Federal Credit Union
RESIDENTIAL MORTGAGE 
SERVICER: Navy Federal Credit 
Union

THE AMOUNT CLAIMED 
TO BE DUE ON THE MORT-
GAGE: $139,865.37 AS OF 
10/27/2022 .

THAT no action or proceed-
ing has been instituted at law to 
recover the debt secured by said 
mortgage, or any part thereof; that 
there has been compliance with 
all pre-foreclosure notice and ac-
celeration requirements of said 
mortgage, and/or applicable stat-
utes. Pursuant to the power of sale 
contained in said Mortgage, the 
Mortgage will be foreclosed, and 
the mortgaged premises will be 
sold by the Sheriff of Sherburne 
County, Minnesota at public auc-
tion as follows:

DATE AND TIME OF SALE: 
12/06/2022 at 10:00 AM

PLACE OF SALE: Sherburne 
County Sheriff’s Office, 13880 
Business Center Dr., Elk River, 
MN 55330 to pay the debt then se-
cured by said mortgage and taxes, 
if any actually paid by the mort-

gagee, on the premises and the 
costs and disbursements allowed 
by law. The time allowed by law 
for redemption by said Mortgag-
or(s) or Mortgagor’s personal rep-
resentatives or assigns is six (6) 
months.

TIME AND DATE TO 
VACATE PROPERTY: If the 
mortgage is not reinstated under 
Minn. Stat. §580.30 or redeemed 
under Minn. Stat. §580.23, the 
mortgagor must vacate the mort-
gaged property by 11:59 p.m. on 
06/06/2022, or the next business 
day if 06/06/2022 falls on a Satur-
day, Sunday or legal holiday.

MORTGAGOR(S) RE-
LEASED FROM FINANCIAL 
OBLIGATION ON MORTGAGE: 
NONE

THE TIME ALLOWED 
BY LAW FOR REDEMPTION 
BY THE MORTGAGOR, THE 
MORTGAGOR’S PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES OR AS-
SIGNS, MAY BE REDUCED TO 
FIVE WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL 
ORDER IS ENTERED UNDER 
MINNESOTA STATUTES, SEC-
TION 582.032, DETERMIN-
ING, AMONG OTHER THINGS 
THAT MORTGAGED PREM-
ISES ARE IMPROVED WITH A 
RESIDENTIAL DWELLING OF 
LESS THAN FIVE UNITS, ARE 
NOT PROPERTY USED IN AG-
RICULTURAL PRODUCTION, 
AND ARE ABANDONED.

Publication to begin the week 
of: 10/15/2022 - 10/22/2022
Navy Federal Credit Union, Mort-
gagee/Mortgagee Assignee
The Sayer Law Group, P.C., By 
Brian G. Sayer, Attorney for Mort-
gagee/Mortgagee Assignee
925 E 4th St., Waterloo, IA 50703

THIS IS A COMMUNICA-
TION FROM A DEBT COL-
LECTOR ATTEMPTING TO 
COLLECT A DEBT. ANY IN-
FORMATION OBTAINED WILL 
BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE. 
(Published in the Patriot: 
10/15/22; 10/22/22; 10/29/22; 
11/05/22; 11/12/22; 11/19/22.)
___________________________

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

Date:   October 13, 2022
YOU ARE NOTIFIED THAT:
1. Default has occurred in the 

conditions of that certain 
First Mortgage (“Mortgage”) 
dated August 20, 2003, exe-
cuted by Jefferey W. Keener 
and Paula B. Keener, hus-
band and wife, the Mort-
gagors to Central Minnesota 
Habitat for Humanity, f/k/a 
St. Cloud Area Habitat for 
Humanity, a Minnesota 
non-profit organization, the 
Mortgagee, and filed for re-
cord on November 5, 2003, 
as Document No. 529173, in 
the Office of the Recorder 
of Sherburne County, Min-
nesota, and as thereafter 
amended and modified. 

2. The original principal 
amount secured by the Mort-
gage was:  $50,879.00.

3. No action or proceeding at 
law is now pending to re-
cover the debt secured by 
the Mortgage, or any part 
thereof.

4. The holder of the Mortgage 
has complied with all con-
ditions precedent to accel-
eration of the debt secured 
by the Mortgage and fore-
closure of the Mortgage, and 
all notice and other require-
ments of applicable statutes.

5. At the date of this notice the 
amount due on the Mortgage, 
and taxes, if any, paid by the 
holder of the Mortgage is: 
$6,329.82.

6. Pursuant to the power of sale 
in the Mortgage, the Mort-
gage will be foreclosed, on 
the land described as follows: 
Lot Fourteen (14), Block 
Three (3) West Hunter Lake 
Addition and Lot One (1), 
Block Two (2) West Hunter 
Lake Second Addition, ac-
cording to the plat on file in 
the office of the Sherburne 
County Recorder, Sher-
burne County, Minnesota. 
Tax PID Nos. 30-403-
0 3 5 5 ,  3 0 - 4 0 4 - 0 2 0 1 
Address:  25514 101st 
Street NW, Zimmer-
man, Minnesota  55398      
and will be sold by the 
County Sheriff of Sherburne 
County, Minnesota, at pub-
lic auction on Wednesday, 
December 7, 2022, at 10:00 
o’clock a.m. at the Sher-
burne County Sheriff’s Of-
fice, 13880 Business Center 
Drive NW, Elk River, Min-
nesota 55330.

7. The time allowed by law 
for redemption of Mortgag-
ors or Mortgagor’s personal 
representatives or assigns is 
six (6) months after the date 
of sale.

8. If the Mortgage is not re-
instated under Minn. Stat. 
§580.30 or the property is 
not redeemed under Minn. 
Stat. §580.23, the Mortgagor 
must vacate the property on 
or before 11:59 p.m. on June 
7, 2023, or the next business 
day if June 7, 2023, falls on 
a Saturday, Sunday or legal 
holiday.

9. THE TIME ALLOWED BY 
LAW FOR REDEMPTION 
BY THE MORTGAGOR, 
THE MORTGAGOR’S 
PERSONAL REPRESEN-
TATIVES OR ASSIGNS 
MAY BE REDUCED 
TO FIVE WEEKS IF A 
JUDICIAL ORDER IS 
ENTERED UNDER MIN-
NESOTA STATUTES, 
SECTION 582.032, DETER-
MINING, AMONG OTHER 
THINGS THAT THE 
MORTGAGED PREMISES 

ARE IMPROVED WITH A 
RESIDENTIAL DWELL-
ING OF LESS THAN FIVE 
UNITS, ARE NOT PROP-
ERTY USED IN AGRICUL-
TURAL PRODUCTION, 
AND ARE ABANDONED.

THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO 
COLLECT A DEBT AND ANY 
INFORMATION OBTAINED 
WILL BE USED FOR THAT 
PURPOSE.
Mortgagee or Assignee of Mort-
gage:
By    
Dorraine A. Larison (#203609)
Attorneys for Mortgagee or
Assignee of Mortgagee:
LATHROP GPM LLP
1010 West St. Germain, Suite 
500 
St. Cloud, MN  56301
(320) 252-4414
(Published in the Patriot: 
10/22/22; 10/29/22; 11/05/22; 
11/12/22; 11/19/22; 11/26/22.)
______________________________________________________

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE
NOTICE IS HEREBY 

GIVEN that a default has occurred 
in the conditions of the follow-ing 
described Mortgage:
1. Date of Mortgage: August 

20, 2018
2. Mortgagor:  Darren E. Skin-

ner and Denise M. Skinner 
3. Mortgagee:  The Bank of Elk 

River
4. Recording Information: filed 

August 28, 2018 as Docu-
ment No. 861321 

5. Assignments of Mortgage: 
none

6. Legal Description of mort-
gaged premises: 

Lot 2, Block 1, Rose-
wood Estates, Sherburne 
County, Minnesota.
Abstract Property.

7. Tax parcel identification 
number of property:  10-
470-0110

8. Property Address: 22613 
170th Street NW, Big Lake, 
MN 55309

9. The person holding the 
Mortgage is not a transac-
tion agent, as defined by 
Minn. Stat. 58.02, subd. 30.  
The name of the residential 
mortgage servicer and the 
lender or broker, as defined 
in Minn. Stat. 58.02 is The 
Bank of Elk River

10. The name of the mortgage 
originator as defined in 
Minn. Stat. 58.02 is The 
Bank of Elk River

11. All pre-foreclosure require-
ments have been complied 
with; that no action or pro-
ceeding has been instituted 
at law or otherwise to re-
cover the debt secured by 
said mortgage, or any part 
thereof.

12. The original principal 
amount secured by the Mort-
gage was $60,000.00.

13. As of the date of this notice 
the amount due on the Mort-
gage is $30,957.15.

14. Pursuant to the power of 
sale in the Mortgage, the 
Mortgage will be foreclosed 
and the mortgaged property 
will be sold by the Sheriff of 
Sherburne County at public 
auction on November 30, 
2022, at 10:00 a.m. at the 
Sherburne County Sheriff’s 
Office, Sherburne County 
Government Center, 13880 
Business Ctr. Dr. NW, Elk 
River, MN 55330 to pay the 
debt then secured by said 
Mortgage, and taxes, if any, 
on said property, and the 
costs and disbursements, 
including attorneys’ fees al-
lowed by law.

15. The time allowed for re-
demption by Mortgagor or 
Mortgagor’s personal rep-
resentatives or assigns is 
TWELVE (12) MONTHS 
after the date of the sale.

16. TIME AND DATE TO VA-
CATE THE PROPERTY:  If 
the real estate is an owner 
occupied, single-family 
dwelling, unless otherwise 
provided by law, the date 
on or before which the 
mortgagor must vacate the 
property, if the mortgage 
is not reinstated under sec-
tion 580.30 or the property 
redeemed under section 
580.23, is 11:59 p.m. on No-
vember 30, 2023.

THE TIME ALLOWED BY 
LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY 
MORTGAGOR, THE MORT-
GAGOR’S PERSONAL REP-
RESENTATIVES OR ASSIGNS, 
MAY BE REDUCED TO FIVE 
WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL ORDER 
IS ENTERED UNDER MIN-
NESOTA STATUTES SEC-
TION 582.032 DETERMINING 
AMONG OTHER THINGS, 
THAT THE MORTGAGED 
PREMISES ARE IMPROVED 
WITH A RESIDENTIAL 
DWELLING OR LESS THAN 5 
UNITS, ARE NOT PROPERTY 
USED FOR AGRICULTURAL 
PRODUCTION, AND ARE 
ABANDONED.

MORTGAGOR(S) RE-
LEASED FROM FINANCIAL 
OBLIGATION ON MORTGAGE: 
None

THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO 
COLLECT A DEBT. ANY IN-
FORMATION OBTAINED WILL 
BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE. 
Dated:  October 12, 2022.
/s/ Eric J. Sherburne 
Eric J. Sherburne (0279389)
Eckberg Lammers, P.C.
Attorneys for Mortgagee
430 Second Street
Hudson, WI 54016
Telephone: (715) 386-3733
(Published in the Patriot: 
10/22/22; 10/29/22; 11/05/22; 
11/12/22; 11/19/22; 11/26/22.) 
______________________________________________________

Office of the Minnesota 
Secretary of State

Certificate of Assumed Name
Minnesota Statutes, 

Chapter 333
The filing of an assumed 

name does not provide a user with 
exclusive rights to that name. The 
filing is required for consumer 
protection in order to enable cus-
tomers to be able to identify the 
true owner of a business.
ASSUMED NAME: Buckhead 
Minnesota
PRINCIPAL PLACE OF BUSI-
NESS: 900 South Highway 10 
Saint Cloud MN 56304 USA
NAMEHOLDER(S):
Name: 
Sysco Western Minnesota, Inc.
Address: 
900 South Highway 10 Saint 
Cloud MN 56304 USA

If you submit an attachment, 
it will be incorporated into this 
document. If the attachment con-
flicts with the information specif-
ically set forth in this document, 
this document supersedes the data 
referenced in the attachment.

By typing my name, I, the 
undersigned, certify that I am 
signing this document as the per-
son whose signature is required, 
or as agent of the person(s) whose 
signature would be required who 
has authorized me to sign this 
document on his/her behalf, or in 
both capacities. I further certify 
that I have completed all required 
fields, and that the information in 
this document is true and correct 
and in compliance with the appli-
cable chapter of Minnesota Stat-
utes. I understand that by signing 
this document I am subject to the 
penalties of perjury as set forth in 
Section 609.48 as if I had signed 
this document under oath.
SIGNED BY: /s/ Gerald W. Clan-
ton, Vice President and Secre-
tary
MAILING ADDRESS: 900 South 
Highway 10 Saint Cloud MN 
56304 USA
EMAIL FOR OFFICIAL NO-
TICES: Excluded
Work Item: 1341486300059
Original File Number: 
1341486300059
STATE OF MINNESOTA
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 
OF STATE
FILED
10/11/2022
11:59 PM
/s/ Steve Simon
Secretary of State
(Published in the Patriot: 
11/05/22; 11/12/22.)
___________________________

Foreclosures Assumed Names

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.
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We’re
HIRING!

Swift County Administrator
Benson, Minnesota

The County Administrator will provide overall management 
and administration for all county functions, taking direction 

from the County Board of Commissioners.

•Development and implementation of the County budget
•Collaborate with Department Heads for goals and structure.
•Oversee Human Resources functions, incl. performance reviews
•Provide Administrative support to the County Board.
•Respond to media, public, elected offi cials, etc. on county issues.
•Administer ordinances, regulations, resolutions and policies.
•Plan, direct and coordinate administrative and fi nancial operations.

APPLY NOW
Start your next 
career with us!

For more details about this 
openings, please go to
www.swiftcounty.com/jobs 
and open the link. There you 
will fi nd salary information, 
closing date and minimum 
qualifi cations, along with 
instructions on how to apply. 

Swift County is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer

take a look at us!
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Public Notices
Office of the Minnesota 

Secretary of State
Certificate of Assumed Name

Minnesota Statutes, 
Chapter 333

The filing of an assumed 
name does not provide a user with 
exclusive rights to that name. The 
filing is required for consumer 
protection in order to enable cus-
tomers to be able to identify the 
true owner of a business.
ASSUMED NAME: Leave Only 
Love Ministries
PRINCIPAL PLACE OF BUSI-
NESS: 26026 - 103rd Street 
Northwest Zimmerman MN 
55398 USA
NAMEHOLDER(S):
Name: 
Leave Only Love, LLC
Address: 
26026 - 103rd Street Northwest 
Zimmerman MN 55398 USA

If you submit an attachment, it 
will be incorporated into this doc-
ument. If the attachment conflicts 
with the information specifically 
set forth in this document, this 
document supersedes the data ref-
erenced in the attachment.

By typing my name, I, the un-
dersigned, certify that I am sign-
ing this document as the person 
whose signature is required, or 
as agent of the person(s) whose 
signature would be required who 
has authorized me to sign this 
document on his/her behalf, or in 
both capacities. I further certify 
that I have completed all required 
fields, and that the information in 
this document is true and correct 
and in compliance with the appli-
cable chapter of Minnesota Stat-
utes. I understand that by signing 
this document I am subject to the 
penalties of perjury as set forth in 
Section 609.48 as if I had signed 
this document under oath.
SIGNED BY: Ward R. Anderson
MAILING ADDRESS: None Pro-
vided
EMAIL FOR OFFICIAL NO-
TICES: Excluded
Work Item: 1347835100024
Original File Number: 
1347835100024
STATE OF MINNESOTA
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 
OF STATE
FILED
11/09/2022
11:59 PM
/s/ Steve Simon
Secretary of State
(Published in the Patriot: 
11/12/22; 11/19/22.)
___________________________

Probates
STATE OF MINNESOTA

DISTRICT COURT
COUNTY OF SHERBURNE

TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
Case Type: Informal Probate
Court File No.: 71-PR-22-137
In re the Estate of 
LaRaine Janet Baker, 
Deceased.

Notice of lnformal Appoint-
ment of Personal Representative 
and Notice to Creditors (With-
out a Will)  
TO ALL INTERESTED PER-
SONS AND CREDITORS: 

Notice is hereby given that an 
application for informal appoint-
ment of personal representative 
has been filed with the Probate 
Registrar. No will has been pre-
sented for probate. The application 
has been granted. 

Notice is also given that the 
Probate Registrar has informally 
appointed the following: 

Jayne Serfoss, 17850 Thrush 
Circle NW, Andover, MN 55304
as Personal Representative of the 
Estate of the Decedent. Any heir, 
devisee or other interested person 
may be entitled to appointment 
as Personal Representative, or 
may object to the appointment of 
the Personal Representative. Un-
less objections are filed pursuant 
to Minn. Stat. § 524.3-607, and 
the court otherwise orders, the 
Personal Representative has full 
power to administer the Estate, 
including, after 30 days from the 
date of issuance of letters, the 
power to sell, encumber, lease or 
distribute real estate. 

Notice is also given that, sub-
ject to Minn. Stat. § 524.3-801, all 
creditors having claims against the 
Estate are required to present the 
claims to the Personal Representa-
tive or to the Court Administrator 
within four (4) months after the 
date of this Notice, or the claims 
will be barred.
Dated: October 19, 2022
/s/ Pamela Kreier
Probate Registrar
/s/ Patricia Kuka
Court Administrator
(Published in the Patriot: 
11/05/22; 11/12/22).
___________________________

STATE OF MINNESOTA
DISTRICT COURT

COUNTY OF SHERBURNE
TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

PROBATE DIVISION
Court File No.: 71-PR-22-150
Estate of 
Allen Lee Robertson
a/k/a Allen L. Robertson
a/k/a Allen Robertson, 
Decedent.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS: 
FOREIGN PERSONAL REP-
RESENTATIVE ACTING IN 
MINNESOTA

Notice is hereby given that 
Charles Robertson, residing at 515 
- 8th Street NW, Hettinger, North 
Dakota 58639 is the domiciliary 
foreign Personal Representative 
(“Personal Representative”) for 
the Estate of Allen Lee Robert-
son a/k/a Allen L. Robertson a/k/a 
Allen Robertson, a resident of the 
State of Louisiana.

On October 27, 2022, the 

Personal Representative filed with 
the Court a document stating an 
intention to exercise, as to assets 
in Minnesota, all powers of a local 
Personal Representative and to 
maintain actions and proceedings 
in Minnesota in accordance with 
Minnesota Statutes section 524.4-
205.

Notice is also given that any 
Minnesota creditor who objects to 
the Personal Representative’s ex-
ercise of power over assets in Min-
nesota must file a written objection 
within 60 days from the Personal 
Representative’s filing. If no objec-
tions are filed, the representative 
may, after that expiration of the 60 
day period, exercise all powers of 
a local Personal Representative. 
Dated: November 02, 2022
/s/ Blayne Graves
Deputy Court Administrator
Attorney for Foreign Personal 
Representative
Joshua C. Hillger
Messerli Kramer
100 S. 5th Street, Suite 1400
Minneapolis, MN 55402
Attorney License No: 0294706
Telephone: (612) 672-3692
FAX: (612) 672-7777
Email: jhillger@messerlikramer.
com
(Published in the Patriot: 
11/12/22; 11/19/22).
___________________________

STATE OF MINNESOTA
DISTRICT COURT

COUNTY OF SHERBURNE
TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

PROBATE DIVISION
Court File No.: 71-PR-22-153
In Re: Estate of 
Mary B. Workman, 
Decedent.

NOTICE OF AND ORDER 
FOR HEARING ON PETITION 
FOR FORMAL ADJUDICA-
TION O FINTESTACY, DE-
TERMINATION OF HEIRS, 
FORMAL APPOINTMENT 
OF PRESONAL REPRESEN-
TATIVE AND NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

It is Ordered and Notice is 
given that on December 20th, 
2022 at 9:30 A.M., a hearing 
will be held in this Court at via 
Zoom-Sherburne County, Minne-
sota, on a petition for the adjudica-
tion of intestacy and determination 
of Decedent’s heirs, and for the 
appointment of Elizabeth Jane 
Barbo, whose address is reside at 
13470 Zarthan Avenue South Sav-
age, MN 55378, as personal repre-
sentative of the Decedent’s estate 
in an unsupervised administration.

Any objections to the petition 
must be raised at the hearing or 
filed with the Court prior to the 
hearing. If the petition is proper 
and no objections are filed or 
raised, the personal representative 
will be appointed with the full 
power to administer the Dece-
dent’s estate, including the power 
to collect all assets; to pay all legal 
debts, claims, taxes, and expenses; 
to sell real and personal property; 
and to do all necessary acts for the 
Decedent’s estate.

Notice is further given that, 
subject to Minn, Stat. § 524.3-
801, all creditors having claims 
against the Decedent’s estate are 
required to present the claims to 
the personal representative or to 
the Court within four (4) months 
after the date of this notice or the 
claims will be barred.
BY THE COURT
Dated: November 01, 2022 
/s/ Blayne Graves
Deputy Court Administrator
Mark W. Biglow
Attorney at Law MN # 139129
331 2nd Avenue South STE 895
Minneapolis, MN 55401
Telephone: (612) 238-4783
Facsimile: (612) 333-3201
Email: mark@biglowlaw.com
ATTORNEY FOR PETITIONER
(Published in the Patriot: 
11/12/22; 11/19/22).
___________________________

STATE OF MINNESOTA
DISTRICT COURT

COUNTY OF ISANTI
TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
Court File Number: 30-JV-22-
141
Case Type: CHIPS - Perma-
nency
In the Matter of the Welfare of the 
Child of: Anna Jean Mockenhaupt 
and William Roemhild

Summons and Notice 
Transfer of Permanent Legal 
and Physical Custody Matter 

(CHP-117)
NOTICE TO: Anna Jean Mock-
enhaupt, Above-named parent(s) 
or legal custodian(s).
1. A Petition to Transfer Per-

manent Legal and Physical 
Custody has been filed in the 
Juvenile Court. This petition 
asks the court to permanently 
transfer the parent/guardian’s 
legal and physical custodial 
rights to a relative.

2. This is your notice that this 
Transfer of Permanent Legal 
and Physical Custody case 
is scheduled for a remote 
hearing before the Juvenile 
Court VIA Remote Technol-
ogy (ZOOM) on November 
18, 2022 at 1:30 PM or as 
soon after as the case can be 
heard. Please contact court 
administration to get the re-
mote hearing information.

3. YOU ARE ORDERED to 
appear before the Juvenile 
Court at the scheduled time 
and date.

4. You have a right to be repre-
sented by counsel.

5. If you fail to appear at the 
hearing, the Court may still 
conduct the hearing and 
grant appropriate relief, in-
cluding permanently trans-
ferring the legal and physical 
custodial rights of the above-
named parent(s) or legal 

custodian(s) or permanent 
out-of-home placement of 
the child(ren).

Dated November 2, 2022
BY:
Isanti County Court Administra-
tion 
555 18th Avenue SW
Cambridge Minnesota 55008
763-290-7020
(Published in the Patriot: 
11/05/22; 11/12/22; 11/19/22.)
___________________________

Assumed Names

Summons

*IMPORTANT PROPERTY TAX HOMESTEAD NOTICE*
This will affect your 2023 property taxes and eligibility 

for Property Tax Refund.
Have you purchased or moved into a property in the past year?

Contact your county assessor to file a homestead application if 
you or a qualifying relative occupy the property as a homestead on 
or before December 31, 2022.
What is a qualifying relative?

For unoccupied agricultural property, a qualifying relative 
includes the child, grandchild, sibling, or parent of the owner or  
owner’s spouse.

For occupied agricultural or residential property, a qualifying 
relative also includes the owner’s uncle, aunt, nephew, or niece
When do I apply?

You must apply on or before December 31, 2022.
Once homestead is granted, annual applications are not neces-

sary unless they are requested by the county assessor.
Contact the assessor by December 31, 2022 if the use of the 

property you own or occupy as a qualifying relative has changed 
during the past year.

If you sell, move, or for any reason no longer qualify for the 
homestead classification, you are required to notify the county  
assessor within 30 days of the change in homestead status.

Sherburne County Assessor’s Office (763) 765-4900 or  
1-800-438-0577

(Published in the Patriot: 11/12/22.)

Sherburne County Public Notices

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
MONTICELLO-BIG LAKE COMMUNITY 

HOSPITAL DISTRICT
Monticello-Big Lake Community Hospital District will hold 

a regular Board of Directors meeting on Thursday, November 17, 
2022 at 6 p.m. Location: CentraCare-Monticello 1013 Hart Blvd 
Monticello, MN 55362. Hospital Board Room. Masks are required 
for all attendees.
-Linda Kappel, Chair
(Published in the Patriot: 11/12/22.)

Monticello-Big Lake Hospital  Notices

Pick up a copy 
of the PATRIOT 

at the following 
locations:

CLEARWATER: 
Coborn’s; 
Palmer:  

General Store;
SANTIAGO: 

General Store; 
BECKER: 

Bill’s Family Foods, 
PATRIOT office; 

BIG LAKE: 
Coborn’s

DEADLINES
Notices &  

Legals
Wednesdays 

At Noon
Contact Kathy: 
763-275-0275 

or Email:
legals.kathy@

patriotnewsmn.com
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We’re
HIRING!

Swift County Administrator
Benson, Minnesota

The County Administrator will provide overall management 
and administration for all county functions, taking direction 

from the County Board of Commissioners.

•Development and implementation of the County budget
•Collaborate with Department Heads for goals and structure.
•Oversee Human Resources functions, incl. performance reviews
•Provide Administrative support to the County Board.
•Respond to media, public, elected offi cials, etc. on county issues.
•Administer ordinances, regulations, resolutions and policies.
•Plan, direct and coordinate administrative and fi nancial operations.

APPLY NOW
Start your next 
career with us!

For more details about this 
openings, please go to
www.swiftcounty.com/jobs 
and open the link. There you 
will fi nd salary information, 
closing date and minimum 
qualifi cations, along with 
instructions on how to apply. 

Swift County is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer

take a look at us!
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Citizens Alliance Bank seeks applicants
for the following positions:

Marketing Supervisor - Clara City
Loan Portfolio Offi cer - Clara City
Compliance Manager - Clara City
VP Loan Offi cer - Clara City
Core Application Specialist - Clara City
Loan Offi cer - Clara City
Loan Servicing Specialist - Clara City, Howard Lake
Training Specialist - Clara City

To view our job postings or Apply Online please visit:
citizensalliancebank.com/careers

Citizens Alliance Bank is an EEO Employer

WE’RE HIRING!

By Ken Francis,
Contributing Writer

The Big Lake 
Cross-Country Team took 
third at the Minnesota State 
AA Championship at St. Olaf 
College in Northfield Satur-
day morning.

The defending champion 
Hornets went into Saturday’s 
race knowing they were up 
against strong competition, 
but hoping for a chance to 
repeat last year’s historic feat.

“Realistically, the team 
knew that if they raced with-
out having a breakdown, they 
could finish anywhere from 
first to fifth,” said Coach 
Todd Trutna. “The majority 
of this team has run in this 
championship before.”

Trutna said the Hornets’ 
top three runners, Owen Lay-
ton, Kade Layton and Jack 
Leuer, were comfortably in-
side the top 20 during the first 
mile. The rest of the team also 
started quickly and put them-
selves on pace for their fastest 
times of the year.  

In the second half of the 
race, the top three Hornets 
made their move.

“Owen gained eight 
places over the last two 

miles and finished seventh 
overall,” said Trutna. “Kade 
picked up two places in the 
second half of the race to fin-
ish in 10th place. Sophomore 
Jack Leuer moved up seven 
positions after the mile to fin-
ish in 11th place, just missing 
the final medal spot.”

Those three led the team 
to a third-place finish, just 25 
points behind Mankato East 
and 23 behind Rock Ridge.

Spencer Vold was just 
off his fastest time ever and 
finished in  17:22 as Big 
Lake’s fourth runner. It was 
over a minute and a half 
faster than he ran at the state 
meet last year.

Junior David Guyse 
gained 36 spots over the last 
two miles to finish in 17:34, 
his best time of the season.   

Tanon Jacobson moved 
up seven places to finish as 
the Hornets’ sixth runner in 
18:16.   

“After Tanon broke his 
foot during our second meet 
of the year, I thought he 
would be lost for the season,” 
said Trutna. “I was so happy 
that he was able to make it 
back and compete at the state 
meet.”

Freshman Alton 

Ahamed was Big Lakes sev-
enth runner, finishing with a 
time of 18:32.

“It was great for Alton to 
get the experience of the state 
meet.” said Trutna. “With the 
talent that Alton has, this will 
not be his last state meet.”

That could be a likely 
scenario. Although it was 
the final high school meet 
for Kade Layton, Vold and 
Jacobson, four of Big Lake’s 
seven runners Saturday will 
be back next season.

It was Owen’s fourth trip 
to the state meet, a record for 
the Big Lake boys’ program. 
His time of 15:43.92 was the 
fastest time ever run by a 
Hornet.       

Leuer, a sophomore, ran 
16:05.66, close to his per-
sonal best, and will be one of 
the top runners next season, 
as six runners ahead of him 
on Saturday were seniors.

Kade’s time of 16:02.18 
was not far off his personal 
best.    

“His competitive attitude 
really helped to spark this 
team’s success over the last 
several seasons,” said Trutna. 
“His leadership and ability to 
keep the team on task will be 
missed next season.”

Trutna said he was proud 
of the way the entire team 
competed in the meet and all 
season.

“Most of our runners 
had or were very near their 
best times of the season.  
And even picking up a place 
here or there wouldn’t have 
made a difference,” he said. 
“Mankato East and Rock 
Ridge, the two teams in front 
of us, ran very strong races. 
We ran about as well as we 
could today.  Kudos to those 
teams, they definitely earned 
it.   

“Big Lake had another 
incredible season, not many 
teams would be vying for 
a team championship after 
losing their fourth runner to a 
broken foot.  This team really 
came together, and making 
the team podium is quite an 
accomplishment.”

Final team scores were: 
Mankato East 111, Rock 
Ridge 113, Big Lake 136, 
Delano 154, Orono 157, St. 
Paul Highland Park, 165, 
Belle Plaine 178, Monticello 
197, Alexandria 199, Win-
ona 227, Two Rivers 234, St. 
Paul Como Park 235, Albert 
Lea 301.

Hornets finish third at 
state cross-country meet
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763-262-1454
Becker, MN

763-452-2500
Big Lake, MN

320-743-2204
Clear Lake, MN

FUNERAL HOME • CREMATION SERVICES

www.williamsdingmann.com

FAMILY FUNERAL HOMES

SPONSORED BY:

8852 Cty Rd 23
Becker, MN 

Phone:
763.261.5656

Ralph du Monceaux, Owner
Free Loaners ~ Free Estimates 

~ Honest Work

763-261-5656
Ralph’s

Auto Body

• BECKER
Grace Lutheran Church (LCMS)
Pastor: David M. Johnson, 763-262-7782, 11185 27th Ave SE. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am, Sun. School 10:30am, Wed. J.U.M.P. 6pm.
Becker Baptist Church
Pastors: Nathan Bucher (Senior), Kevin Drehmel (Youth) & Amy Drehmel 
(Dir. of Child/Fam. Ministry), 763-261-4202, 11951 Hancock St. Services: 
Sun. Worship/Children 10:30am. During the school year: AWANA for 
Kids/Sun. School 9:15am. Midweek Connect for Kids 6:30pm. Please reg-
ister Kids on our webite. Youth Group: Wed. 6:30pm. www.beckerbaptist.
org. 
Becker Evangelical Free Church
Pastors: Gerald Deppa (Interim Senior), Chris Salvevold (Youth), 763-261-
4125, Becker High School, Office: 11373 150th Ave SE. Services: Sun. 
Worship/Teaching/Fellowship 10am.
Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 12100 Sherburne Ave. Services: Sat. 
Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8:30am & 10:30am. Masses held 1st, 3rd & 5th Sun-
days of the month. (Masses held on 2nd & 4th Sundays in Big Lake).
Faith (Becker) Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Yolanda Denson-Byers & Vicar Molly Wills, 763-261-5751, 11755 
Sherburne Ave. Services: Sun. Worship 9:30am (Holy Communion on the 
1st & 3rd Sundays) Nursery available. Sun. school 9:55am, Refreshments 
& fellowship at 10:30am, Wed. programs: 6:00pm Wed. Worship, 6:30pm 
7th – 9th grade confirmation, 7:30pm Youth Group 1st & 3rd Wed. Bible 
Studies: Tues. 9:00am www.faithlutheran-becker.org.
Oakwood Community Church Assemblies of God
Pastors: Gerry Bass & Sarah, 763-220-6004, 13140 1st St (SW Corner of 
Becker Furniture World). Services: Sun. Bible Study/Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Snake River Free Church
Pastor: Steve Johnston, 612-219-8648, 180th St SE. Services: Sun. Worship/
Sun. School 10:30am., Hymn Sing is second Sun. of every month.
Becker Christian Center & Abundant Grace Church
Pastor: Ken Hanson, 763-262-2177, 15455 59th St SE. Services: Sun. Praise 
& Worship 9:30am, Wed. Family Fellowship 7pm.
Beacon House of Prayer
Pastors: Brian & Linda Holmes, 763-263-3771, 12264 Pleasant Ave. Ser-
vices: Thurs. Worship 6:30pm.
Free Grace United
Pastor: Kevin Wilson, 763-245-0001, Becker High School, 12000 Hancock 
St, Enter door 11. Services: Wed. Worship 6:30pm.

• BIG LAKE
Acts Seventh-Day Adventists Community Church
Pastor: Bill Nixon, 763-263-2287, 20455 187th Ave NW. Services: Sat. 
Worship 9am, Sat. Sabbath School 10:15am.
Bethany Bible Church
763-263-2167, 511 Eagle Lake Road. Services: Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Bridgeview Assembly of God
Pastor: Steve Royalty, 763-263-6274, 20500 County Road 11. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am & 10:45am, Wed. groups (kids/youth/adults) 6:30pm.
SVEA Hill Covenant Church
Pastor: Don Bellach, 763-263-6322, 16392 235th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Cornerstone Baptist Church
Pastor: Gordon Langdon, 763-263-7878, 15300 County Road 35. 
Hope Lutheran Church (ELCA) in Orrock
763-262-0028. www.hopeintherefuge.weebly.com.
IFLESIA AMOR VIVIENTE Living Love Church
Pastores: Juan & Patricia Aguayo, 763-607-5403, 21 Lake St N. Services: 
Sat. 6pm.
Lord of Glory Lutheran Church
Pastor: Marty Mably, 763-263-3090, 15550 190th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
8am & 10:30am.
Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 440 Lake St N. Services: Sat. Mass 
5pm; Sun. 8:30am & 10:30am. Masses held on 2nd & 4th Sundays of the 
month (Masses held on 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays in Becker).
Riverside Church
Online: www.myrc.church, 763-263-2410, 20314 County Road 14. Ser-
vices: Sun 8:45am, 10:30am & 12:05pm.
Saron Lutheran Church
Pastor: Kyle Sidlo, 763-263-2209, 311 Lake St. S. Services: Sun. Worship 

9:30am, indoors or livestream.
Spirit Life Church
763-262-LIFE, 221 Lake St N. Services Sun. mornings 9:45am. Going 
Deeper Sun. 9am. Prophetic Praayer Wed. 7pm.

• SANTIAGO
South Santiago Lutheran Church ELCA
Pastor: Courtney Young, 763-662-2048, 14675 37th St. Services: Sun. 8am. 
and 10 am, Sun. School 9am.
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church E.L.S. & Princeton Evangelical School
Pastor: Timothy Zenda, 763-662-2570, 18977 17th St. Services: Sun. 
School/Bible Class 10:30am, Divine Worship 9am.
Glendorado Lutheran (ELCA)
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Shari Routh, 920-573-0193, 1100 186th Ave NE. Services: Sun 
Good Shepherd 9am, Sun. Glendorado 10:30am.
Gethsemane Church (ELCA) – Ronneby
Pastor: Barbara Peterson, 320-983-5002, 14478 78th St. NE. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Glendorado Evangelical Country Church
Pastor: Sam Alfano, 763-662-2244, 16999 Glendorado Road NE. Services: 
Sun. School 9:30am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• CLEAR LAKE
Living Waters Church
320-699-0876, 7830 Church St. Services: Sun. Worship 10am, Starting in 
Sept. Wed. night Ladies in Recovery study at 6:30pm.
Trinity Lutheran Church Missouri Synod
Pastor: Josh Reber, 320-743-2919, 8641 Main Ave. Services: Sun. Worship 
8:45am, Sun. School 9:45am.
SHED Church - Non-Denomination in Palmer
Pastor: TBD, 320-241-0123, Palmer Town Hall, 4180 105th Ave. Services: 
Sun. 5pm. www.shedchurch.org.
St. Marcus Catholic Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-743-2481, 8701 Main Ave. Services: Mon.  
& Wed. Mass 8am, Sat. Confessions 4:15pm, Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. 8am.

• DUELM
St. Lawrence Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-968-7502, 10915 Duelm Road NE. Ser-
vices: Sun. Mass 10am, Tues. Mass 8am.

• CLEARWATER
Clearwater United Methodist Church
Pastor: Alison Hendley, 320-558-2581, 405 Main St. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9:30am.
Freedom Bible Baptist Church
320-434-347, 605 Lime St. (Old Clearwater Post Office). Services: Sun. 
Prayer 9am, Sun. School 9:30am, Sun. Worship 10:45am.
Rejoice Lutheran Church – ELCA
Pastor: Jim Bump, 320-558-6851, 1155 County Road 75.  
Services: Sun. School that begins in Worship 9:30am.  
Livestream worship at Rejoice’s Youtube Channel,  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsJGuBda4orT9TWYii5wmGw
Church of St. Luke
Father: Dennis Backer, 320-558-2124, 17545 Huber Ave NW. Services: 
Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8am & 10am, Weekday Mass Tues.-Fri. 8am/
Sat. 9am.
Tri-County Alliance Church
Pastor: David Fogal, 320-558-2750, 8464 160th St NW. Services: Sun. 
School 9am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• SILVER CREEK
Immanuel Lutheran Church
Pastor: Ken Tatkenhorst, 763-878-2820, 11390 Elliot Ave NW. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am
Silver Creek Community Church
Pastor: Zach Pryor, 320-963-3957, 4282 114th St NW. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9am, Sun. Fellowship 10am, Sun. School 10:30am. 

• SAINT CLOUD
Faith Lutheran Church
Pastor: Joshua Reber, 320-252-3315, 3000 County Road SE. Worship: Sun. 
10:15am.

RYAN HUBBARD
763-263-8334 

RESIDENTIAL  • COMMERCIAL - AGRICULTURAL

6715 125th Ave - Clear Lake, MN
320.743.2387 • Cell: 320.290.9843

Scott & Tonia Ulsby
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C O R P O R A T I O N

Integrity • Excellence
Uncompromising Customer Satisfaction

Lic. #BC002757
Big Lake • 763-263-6878

Order Online!

Becker Pizza Depot
The Area’s Best Pizza -- Ask Anyone!

14281 Bank Street, Becker • 763-262-2700
www.BeckerPizzaDepot.com • Facebook: Pizza Depot

Pizza, Wings & More

290 EAGLE LAKE RD. N. BIG LAKE
763-263-3262 • WWW.CORNEROAKSDENTAL.COM

FAMILY & COSMETIC DENTISTRY

DR. REED DILL & 
DR. PETER KUEFLER

16455 122nd St Becker MN 55308

763-263-9471

Big Lake

 763-263-6350
parkdental.com

Church DirectoryChurch DirectoryChurch Directory

320-743-2479 
• dahlensheetmetal@frontier.com

P.O. Box 646 • Becker, MN 55308
www.dahlensheetmetal.com

Becker 763-261-4200  |  Princeton 763-389-4099
Monticello 763-271-7177

www.sherburnestatebank.com

Your Hometown Bank

Sherburne
State Bank

Member 
FDIC

763-262-4237

M-F
8AM-

4:30PM

Owner: Chad Schwintek
13050 1st Street Becker, MN 55308

24 
HOUR
Towing & recovery

19640 200th Ave., Big Lake

• Family Owned 
    & Operated
• Light, Medium and 
    Heavy Duty  Towing 

• Lockouts 
• Jump Starts 
• Winch Recovery

www.bobstowingandrecovery.com

• BIG LAKE 
• ELK RIVER 
• MONTICELLO

   We do not offer every plan available in your area.   Any information we 
provide is limited to those plans we do offer in your area.   Please contact 

Medicare.gov or 1-800-MEDICARE to get information on all of your options.

Obituaries

Christopher died suddenly 
on Friday, November 4, 2022, 
as a result of an auto accident.

Public visitation was held 
Tuesday, November 8, 2022, 
at Dingmann Funeral Care 
Chapel in Annandale. A pri-
vate funeral service was 
held on Wednes-
day, November 
9, 2022, also 
at the funeral 
chapel. Burial 
will follow 
at Concor-
dia Lutheran 
Cemetery in 
Fairhaven. A 
livestream of 
the funeral ser-
vice will be avail-
able on the funeral 
home website.

Christopher Adam Gut-
knecht was born September 
18, 1988, at the St. Cloud 
Hospital to Mark and Roxanne 
(Schreiner) Gutknecht. He 
grew up in rural Clearwater, 
attending school in Annan-
dale and graduating with the 
Class of 2007 from Kimball 
Area High School. He enlisted 
in the US Army in 2008. He 
was stationed out of Ft. Wain-
wright, AK and served two 
tours, one in Iraq and one in 
Afghanistan. Chris was hon-
orably discharged as a Ser-
geant in 2012. He worked as 
an owner operator with Birch 
Hill Hauling LLC. Chris en-
joyed fishing, hunting, rid-
ing motorcycle, playing pool 
and racing. He also enjoyed 
attending and competing in 
demolition derbies. He was a 
gear head that loved to work 

on cars. He loved to be with 
family and friends, especially 
with his children.

He is survived by his 
daughter, Airen Gutknecht; 
son, Tucker Gutknecht; 
mother, Roxanne Gutknecht 

of Clearwater; spouse, 
Bridget Gutknecht of 

Staples; sisters and 
brother, Amanda 

(Ben) Scad-
den of Maple 
Lake, Ashley 
( M i t c h e l l ) 
Donahue of 
L i t c h f i e l d 
and Justin Ja-

cobs (Emily 
Navratil) of Sil-

ver Lake; nieces 
and nephews, Lyla 

and Owen Scadden, Mikila 
Rech, Valarie and Brantlee 
Donahue; grandparents, Har-
old and Ardis Schreiner of 
Watkins; and many aunts, un-
cles, relatives and friends. He 
was preceded in death by his 
father, Mark Gutknecht and 
grandparents, Marvin, Mary-
Jane Gutknecht and his aunt 
Nancy Gutknecht Schreiner.

Airen Gutknecht, Amanda 
Scadden, Ashley Donahue 
and Justin Jacobs will serve 
as urn bearers. Mary Messina 
will serve as the Life Tribute 
Celebrant. Arrangements are 
entrusted with Dingmann Fu-
neral Care Burial and Crema-
tion Services of Annandale.

Obituary, Tribute Wall, 
Video Tribute and Fu-
neral Webcast online at  
www.dingmannfuneral.com

Christopher A. Gutknecht, Age 34
Clearwater, MN

September 18, 1988 – November 4, 2022

Memorial Services will 
be held at 11:00 a.m. on Sat-
urday, November 19, 2022, at 
Immanuel Lutheran Church in 
Silver Creek for Joyce A. Son-
steby, age 78 of Clearwater, 
who a passed away on Sun-
day, November 6, 2022 at 
the St. Cloud Hospi-
tal. Reverend Ken 
Taktenhorst will 
officiate. Burial 
of the urn will 
take place 
at the Hasty 
Cemetery.

V i s i t a -
tion will be 
held one hour 
prior to services 
on Saturday at the 
Church.

Joyce was born on July 
5, 1944, in Mayer, Minnesota 
to Walter and Marcella (Zabel) 
Koepsell. She married Hughitt 
Sonsteby on August 25, 1962, 
at Immanuel Lutheran Church 
in Silver Creek. Joyce worked 
for Bondhus Corporation in 

Monticello for many years.
She enjoyed bowling, fish-

ing, the Minnesota Twins and 
playing cards. Joyce especially 
enjoyed the time spent with 
family and friends.

Joyce is survived by her 
husband; sons, Randy 

(Colleen) of South 
Haven and Jerry 

Sonsteby of 
C l e a r w a t e r ; 
grandchildren, 
Matt (Kar-
leen Baker), 
Zac, Bran-
don (Kayla), 
M o l l y , 

Meghan, Erika; 
five greatgrand-

children; siblings, 
Jim (Jeanne) Koepsell 

and Alice Klatt; and ex-
tended family and friends.

She was preceded in death 
by her parents; and sisters, 
Burneal Wiemer, Marianne 
Sonsteby.

Joyce A. Sonsteby, Age 78
Clearwater, MN 

July 5, 1944 – November 6, 2022

Mass of Christian Burial 
was held Friday November 
11, 2022, at Mary of the Vis-
itation Catholic Church in Big 
Lake for Robert Quinn, 83 of 
Big Lake who passed away 
Saturday, November 5, 2022, 
at the Mayo Clinic in 
Rochester.  The Rev. 
Mike Kellogg of-
ficiated.  Burial 
was in the par-
ish cemetery.  
Visitation was 
held 9-11AM 
Friday at the 
church in Big 
Lake.  Ar-
rangements are 
entrusted to the 
Williams Ding-
mann Family Funeral 
Home in Big Lake.

Robert was born March 
24, 1939, in Benson to Dan-
iel & Mary (Kennedy) Quinn.  
He served his country in the 
United States Navy.  He mar-
ried Mary Gotzian on February 
13, 1965 at Our Lady of the 
Lake Catholic Church in Big 
Lake.  Robert worked at Got-
zian Incorporated for many 
years until his retirement.  He 
is a member of Mary of the 
Visitation Catholic Church in 
Big Lake and the Knights of 
Columbus.  

Robert enjoyed spending 
time watching Nascar races, 

fishing, driving his antique 
Ford model A and Chevrolet 
Camaro in parades, garden-
ing, feeding the birds, wood-
working, trips to the casino, 
pull tabs, lottery tickets.  Most 
importantly he enjoyed spend-

ing time with his family, 
especially his grand-

kids and great 
grandkids.  Rob-

ert was a great 
storyteller and 
a jack of all 
trades.  

He  i s 
survived by 
his sons, Mi-

chael (Marsha 
Nelson), David 

(Diana) all of Big 
Lake; sister, Maryann 

Klocek of Chaska; grand-
children, Dustin (Janelle), 
Stephanie (Scott) Thom-
sen, Casey (Becca), Thomas 
(Megan), Jonathan (Ashley), 
and Nicholas.  He is also sur-
vived by his in laws, Lavonne 
Quinn of Minnetonka; Janet 
(Merwin) Metzger of Big Lake 
and 11 great grandchildren.

He is preceded in death 
by his parents, wife Mary on 
December 16, 2012, siblings, 
Jim, John, Florence Slovik, 
Dorothy Thompson, Marie 
Matson, Dianne Quinn, Irene 
Toth, and baby brother, Dan.

Robert G. Quinn, Age 83
Big Lake, MN

March 24, 1939 – November 5, 2022

31-Oct: 3 extra patrol; 1 expired 
registration warning; 3 equipment 
warning; 1 winter parking warn-
ings; 1 fire alarm; 1 speed warn-
ing; 1 theft; 1 accident; 1 medical; 
1 suspicious vehicle; 1 expired 
registration / equipment / driving 
conduct warnings / Driving after 
revocation Citation #551.
1-Nov: 1 conservation; 1 public 
assist; 2 record 
check; 1 public 
safety; 1 suspi-
cious activity; 
1 miscellaneous 
officer; 1 med-
ical; 1 extra 
patrol; 2 speed 
warning; 1 dis-
play incorrect 
r e g i s t r a t i o n 
warning; 1 fail 
to move over 
for emergency 
vehicle warn-
ing; 1 found 
property; 1 welfare check; 1 secu-
rity check.
2-Nov: 1 speed Citation #552; 6 
speed warning; 1 property dam-
age; 1 juvenile concern; 1 record 
check; 2 agency assist; 1 trespass; 
1 medical; 1 fail to display regis-
tration; 1 public assist; 1 expired 
registration warning; 1 stop sign 
warning; 1 driving after revo-
cation Citation #553; 1 driving 
after suspension Citation #554; 
1 equipment warning; 2 security 
check.
3-Nov: 1 equipment / expired reg-
istration warnings; 1 driving after 
revocation Citation #555; 1 road 

hazard; 1 winter parking warn-
ings; 1 speed warning / driving 
after revocation Citation #556; 1 
prohibited burning / Admin Ci-
tation #3709; 3 speed warning; 1 
fire alarm; 1 agency assist; 1 stop 
sign warning; 3 medical; 2 welfare 
check; 1 equipment warning; 2 
suspicious vehicle; 1 traffic com-
plaint; 1 security check.

4-Nov: 1 se-
curity check; 1 
winter parking 
warnings; 1 
agency assist; 1 
disturbance; 1 
medical; 1 sus-
picious vehicle; 
1 welfare check; 
1 suspicious ac-
tivity; 1 suspi-
cious vehicle / 
mental health; 
1 equipment 
warning.
5-Nov: 2 se-

curity check; 2 winter parking 
warnings; 3 extra patrol; 1 speed 
Citation #557; 1 miscellaneous of-
ficer; 1 suspicious vehicle; 5 speed 
warning; 1 expired registration 
warning; 1 driving conduct warn-
ing; 1 expired registration.
6-Nov: 3 extra patrol; 1 driving 
conduct warning; 1 speed cita-
tion #558; 1 civil; 1 agency as-
sist; 1 warrant arrest / possession 
of small amount of marijuana 
Citation #559; 1 speed warning / 
driving after suspension Citation 
#560.

Becker Police Department
Activity Report

Week of Oct. 31st – Nov. 6th

Interested in being a sponsor 
for the Cops Corner? 

Contact Carol at the Patriot at 
763.275.0275

Team up with your police department 
for a better, safer community

“ASK A TROOPER” 
by Sgt. Jesse Grabow 

of the Minnesota State Patrol
Question: When I come across a 

cattle crossing sign in the road, does 
that mean I yield to the farmer cross-
ing his cattle similar to a pedestrian 
crossing sign?

Answer: If you come across anyone crossing the road you 
would need to yield. It’s always important to scan the road ahead 
for pedestrians and hazards. Drive attentively and at safe speeds. 
Remember, people and other objects can be difficult to see, espe-
cially in bad weather or at night.

By paying attention and traveling at safe speeds you can help 
prevent a crash and save lives.

If you have any questions concerning traffic related laws or 
issues in Minnesota, send your questions to Trp. Jesse Grabow – 
Minnesota State Patrol at 1000 Highway 10 West, Detroit Lakes, 
MN 56501-2205.  (You can follow him on Twitter @MSPPIO_
NW or reach him at, jesse.grabow@state.mn.us).

www.patriotnewsmn.com
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