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News & 
Advertising
Deadlines
NEWS DEADLINES

With the newspaper wrap up 
occurring Wednesday evening, all 
news items submitted to run that 
Saturday must reach our office by 

Wednesday morning by 11 a.m.

SPORTS DEADLINES
Coaches and assistants are 

expected to contact our sports 
writers by Wednesday morning, 
11 a.m. at the latest to have their 

information included in that 
week’s publication.

CLASSIFIEDS DEADLINES
Information for classifieds need to 
be submitted to our staff by noon 
Wednesday to be included in that 

week’s publication of the PATRIOT.

Contact Us
LEGALS/CLASSIFIEDS/OBITS

Call 763-275-0275 
or email Kathy @ 

legals.kathy@patriotnewsmn.com

SPORTS STORIES
Call 763-275-0275 or email Bill @
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

ADVERTISING
Call 763-275-0275 

or email Mary, Carol @ 
sales.carol@patriotnewsmn.com

WEBSITE
Check out each week’s content 

@ our website: 
www.patriotnewsmn.com

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Call 763-275-0275 

or email Bill @
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

763-275-0275
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We are now 
in Palmer!

NATURIST STAN TEKIELA 
has a great column talking about 
the complexity of nature — while 
on a trip to Yellowstone National 
Park leading photographic tours. 
See Stan’s story on page 7.

      I N S E RT S
•  Fo o d  P r i d e 
•  C o b o r n ’s

Inside
BIG LAKE

Matt Homan was named CEO of 
Premier Marine, the pontoon 

manufacturer who is relocating to 
Big Lake and constructing a brand 

new building along Hwy. 10 . 
See the story on page 3.

COUNTY
The MnDNR is seeking public input 
on deer population goals in 28 of 
130 deer permit areas throughout 
the state. See the story on page 4. 

BECKER
The Cook family of Becker got 

together recently and posed for a 
photo featuring four generations of 

their family. 
Check it out on page 2.

PICK UP A COPY 
OF THE PATRIOT AT 

THE FOLLOWING 
LOCATIONS:
CLEARWATER: 

Coborn’s; 
SANTIAGO: 

General Store;
PALMER: 

General Store;  
BECKER: 

Food Pride, 
BIG LAKE: 
Coborn’s;

PATRIOT office
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CHEERLEADERS TAKE OVER CULVER’S! On January 20th and 30th, the Big Lake Cheerleaders were seen helping out at 
the Monticello Culver’s. The student-athletes ran out customer orders, greeted customers, and bussed tables. In exchange for 
the help, the restaurant donated a percentage of sales to the students’ upcoming trip to compete in nationals. The team also 
accepted donations. Anyone who missed the team during their stint at Culver’s can still support the team’s trip to nationals 
by visiting BigLakeCheer.com. (Photo by Katherine Cantin.)

By Penny Leuthard,
Contributing Writer

During their January 
meeting, the Clear Lake 
Twp. Board of Super-
visors discussed the 
replacement of 
residents’ mail-
box posts.

T o w n -
ship policy 
states that 
if a mail-
box  i s 
struck by 
the snow-
plow, the 
t o w n s h i p 
will replace 
it up to a spe-
cific amount 
using only U.S. 
Postmaster ap-
proved structures. 
Currently residents can 
use any type of structure if 
installed themselves.

Board members noted 
that swing away mailboxes 
aren’t getting knocked 
down by the snowplows, as 
they’re designed to swing 
out of the way of them. 
They’re also approved by 
the post office.

After discussion, a de-
cision was made to request 
the township attorney draft 
a new resolution stating 
that mailbox replacements 
and mailboxes installed 
due to new construction or 
roadwork must be swing 
away models. Board mem-
bers also discussed using a 
preferred contractor so all 
mailboxes will be installed 
correctly and consistently.

Annual Report

Sherburne Co. Sher-
iff Joel Brott presented the 
2021 annual sheriff’s report 

for Clear Lake Twp. There 
were 1160 total calls for 
service/arrests for the year 
compared to 836 in 2020, 
which was lower than usual 
due to the pandemic. 

Serious criminal activ-
ity included 12 thefts, nine 
DUIs, three criminal dam-
age to property, and one 
each assault, narcotics, and 
criminal sexual conduct. 

Brott explained the 
successful new crisis in-
tervention co-response ini-
tiative between the county 
LE agencies and Central 

Minnesota Mental Health 
Center’s (CMMHC) crisis 
response team. Through it, 
police officers and mental 
health professionals work 

together to provide on 
scene behavioral 

health evaluations, 
crisis interven-

tions, and treat-
ment planning.

He noted 
they were 
proud their 
dispatch cen-
ter received 
its first ac-
c red i ta t ion 
in 2021, and 

the county jail, 
which received 

its first accredi-
tation in 2107, was 

awarded re-accredi-
tation.
Brott informed the 

board their new virtual re-
ality police training sim-
ulator has been extremely 
successful, and they’ve 
begun sharing it with other 
departments. The system 
uses virtual reality to repli-
cate scenarios officers may 
face on the job. 

He reminded the com-
munity the sheriff’s office 
will periodically check on 
residents’ property while 
they’re on vacation or south 
for the winter. The security 
check is a free service.

Other Business
Twp. Engineer Ter-

rance Vander Eyk informed 
the board the township’s 
seal coat projects have been 
advertised; bid opening will 

SHERBURNE CO. SHERIFF JOEL 
BROTT explains information in the 
sheriff’s annual report for Clear Lake 
Twp. (Photo by Penny Leuthard.)

Clear Lake Twp. to put in 
place new mailbox resolution

TOWNSHIP to page 3

Submitted Article

The Great River Re-
gional Library (GRRL) 
hosted an event — Jan-
uary 25, 2022 — with 
Minnesota library advo-
cates on the important 
work of libraries across 
the state. 

O n e 
of  the 
f e a t u r e d 
speakers 
is local 
D i s t r i c t 
14B Rep. Dan Wolga-
mott, who is the chief 
author of the bill advo-
cating for library sup-
port (SF1131/HF1710). 
Speakers shared how 
their regional library 
system has helped their 
community through the 
pandemic. 

Other speakers 
scheduled fror the event 
are: GRRL Board mem-
ber Zurya Anjum, Otter-
tail County Community 

Development Director 
Amy Baldwin, Viking 
Library System Direc-
tor Erin Smith, Minne-
sota Library Association 
Legislative Chair and 
Lake Agassiz Regional 
Library Executive Di-
rector Liz Lynch, and St. 

C l o u d 
Mayor 
D a v e 
Kleis.

T o 
w r a p 
up the 
s e s -

sion, Rep. Wolgamott 
will discuss how the leg-
islature can collaborate 
with libraries. As peo-
ple have seen libraries 
build, grow, and readjust 
through the pandemic to 
best fit patrons’ needs, 
there are ways that com-
munities can continue to 
improve and show their 
local library support in 

Minnesota 
Libraries on 

the Rise

Advocates, Policy Makers to 
Highlight Work of MN’s Libraries

GRRL to page 3

By Katherine Cantin,
Staff Writer
Reporter.Katie@PatriotNewsMN.com

Caucus day in Minne-
sota was Tuesday, Feb. 1. 
Democrat, Republican, and 
Legalize Marijuana par-
ties met in order to discuss 
party news and complete 
straw polls for governor 
candidates. The Patriot 
was personally invited to 
attend the Republican cau-
cus, which composes the 
content of this article. 

Republicans from 
Becker, Santiago, Palmer, 
Orrock, and Big Lake (pre-
cinct 4) gathered at the 
Becker Intermediate School 
for their caucus. The meet-
ing began late as many in-
dividuals were misdirected 
by GPS devices to other 
schools at the Becker cam-
pus. 

Former representative 
Jim Newberger led the 
proceedings for the night. 
He started the evening by 
leading the attendees in the 
pledge of allegiance and a 
prayer. 

Sen. Andrew Mathews 
spoke next, saying that he 
and the other senate repub-
licans continue to fight the 
governor’s COVID-19 re-
strictions. He claimed that 
most people in the senate, 
including Democrats, were 
getting tired of the mask 
rules, citing meetings he’s 
had with members of both 
parties in private areas 
during which masks were 
removed. Mathews prom-
ised to make removing 
masks from schools one 

of his top priorities. He in-
formed the attendees that 
the Republican party would 
have to play a lot of defense 
this year, but that would set 
the party up for some wins 
down the road.

Rep. Shane Mekeland 
also spoke, saying that he 
was also focused on getting 
politics out of the schools. 
He also asked the attend-
ees to say a prayer for a 
couple from northern MN 
who were being transferred 
to a hospital out of state in 
order to receive COVID-19 
care, a transportation which 
Mekeland helped to facili-
tate in a story similar to that 
of a Buffalo man who was 
transferred out of Minne-
sota to a Texas hospital.

After the speakers left, 

Tuesday Was 
Caucus Day in MN

JIM NEWBERGER spoke at Tues-
day’s caucus. (Photo by Katherine 
Cantin.)

CAUCUS to page 3
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ATTORNEYS AT LAW

763-262-2889

www.jeddelohsnyder.com

• Family Law
• Real Estate
• Business Planning
• Business Litigation
• Wills & Trusts
• Estate Planning
• Guardianships

101 Jefferson Blvd.
Big Lake

BUSINESS & PROFESSIONAL SERVICES  DIRECTORY

935 Clearwater Professional Building
(320) 558-2201

Mon.: 8:30-4:30 • Tue.: 9-5 • Wed.: 8:30-4:30
ALSO: 1500 Northway Drive, St. Cloud

Member of American 
Academy of Dental 

Group Practice Bethany Blonigen, DDS
Brent Deragisch, DDS

“A Reason 
to Smile!”

Welcome 

to our Clearwater office
- Clearwater native
- Graduate of U of M 
   School of Dentistry
- Stays up-to-date on all  
   advances in dentistry

Dr. Bethany Blonigen

DentalAttorneys

PETERSON - 
GRIMSMO

FUNERAL CHAPEL
Serving your 

community since 1933
250 East Broadway

Monticello, MN 55362
763-295-2918

Our family serving yours!

Funeral

Try our fast & accurate tax service. We help you 
find every available deduction. Small business & 
farms welcome! Over 35 years at this location. 

CLEARWATER TAX 
& ACCOUNTING SERVICE LLC

935 Clearwater Center (next to The Kettle) • (320)558-6800
www.ClearwaterTax.net

NEW CLIENTS - Clip this ad to redeem for a 10% discount.

GIVE 

YOURSELF 

A BREAK!

Taxes

Providers of General and 
Coordinated Specialty 

Dentistry

Dr. Dean Calpas
Dr. Beth Amundson

Dr. Kira Powell

763-263-7100
FAX: 763-263-7114

20460 County Road 11 NW
Big Lake, MN 55309

www.monticellodentalcenter.com

Looking to advertise? 
Call 763.275.0275 today!

Area News
Area Chamber News

Business Expo/Craft Fair
Feb. 26 - 10 am - 2 pm

Becker Field House

Dueling Pianos
Feb. 26 - 6:30 dinner, 7:30 show

Pebble Creek - Tickets on sale now

Membership Meeting
Feb. 22 - 11:30 am

Saron Lutheran Church

Community Fair
April 23 - 10 am - 1 pm
Reduced Booth Prices!

Amity Felton
763-262-2420

Chamber@BeckerChamber.org

Gloria Vande Brake
763-263-7800

Info@BigLakeChamber.com

Glenna Soenneker
320-267-4361

GSoenneker@GMail.com

Clearwater Legion
February 6, 8:30 am-noon

Breakfast

Clearwater Library
Feb. 7 

Take & Make Valentines

If you would like more information on any of these events or if you would like 
to become a member of these organizations please reach out to them:

EVERYDAY PEOPLE.
EXCEPTIONAL RESULTS.

www.HallerRealtyHomes.com
Becker Office

12908 1st Street
763-207-6683

Sauk Rapids Office
1310 2nd Street N

320-255-1911

CUSTOM BUILT HOME

$329,900
• Spacious 3 BR, 2 BA Home on a large lot
• Great open floor plan w/ 1500+ Finished Sq Ft
• Vaulted ceilings, LRG owner’s suite, custom cabinets
• Other plans & lots to choose from
• Possible enrollment into Becker Schools

Real Estate

413 S Rum River Dr. Princeton

Office-763-389-2323

Clear Lake-5Br/3BA home with over 4000sqft, sitting
on a 7acre park like setting with an easy commute

to town or the hwy. Call our office for your tour
today!

Shaylene Otteson
612-490-7362

Rebecca Cartwright
763-482-2400

www.EdinaRealty.com

• Waterfront• Waterfront
• Residential• Residential
• Acreage• Acreage
• Hobby Farms• Hobby Farms

Jim Splinter 
Realtor®

320-980-0560

Ron Sherwood 
Realtor®

763-442-5949

Rick Seagraves 
Realtor®

320-282-5656

Nancy Loidolt 
Realtor®

651-235-3709

Patrick Splinter
Realtor®

612-437-1383

Candice Lehn 
Realtor®

763-744-6124

Located on Main Street, 
64 Oak Ave., S.

www.edinarealty.com
OUR GROUP IS READY TO SELL YOUR HOME OR PROPERTY. OUR GROUP IS READY TO SELL YOUR HOME OR PROPERTY. 

WE AVERAGE TWO SALES PER WEEK!WE AVERAGE TWO SALES PER WEEK!

Premier Listing Premier Listing 
Specialists for...Specialists for...

PENDING
PENDING

Rare 1,754 sq ft.  rambler townhome at 321 
Creekside, Buffalo. Updated 2+ BR, 2 Bath. 
Management handles outside work. Sunset 
view off back deck. Walking path right out 
back door! Close to 55. New flooring, paint, 
and light fixtures. Bright, open living area. 
17X22 ft garage. Small area in back for 
gardening. MLS# 6143412. $235,000. Call 
Nancy Loidolt, 651-235-3709.

By Ken Francis,
Contributing Writer

The Sherburne County 
Board of Commissioners 
approved a contract with 
Bolton & Menk Inc. for the 
Zimmerman Interchange 
design at Hwy. 169 and Co. 
Rd. 4 during their last meet-
ing in January. The contract 
price tag is $1,727,895.

The road project, con-
sidered to be one of the 
largest undertakings in the 
county, will require collab-

oration between MnDOT, 
the City of Zimmerman and 
Sherburne County.

The county received 
bids from two other 
consulting firms: WSB 
$1,868,165 and SRF/
TKDA $1,936,691.

Director of Public 
Works Andrew Witter 
called the project schedule 
“more aggressive” than 
some others.

“We’re going to con-
tinue to work as hard as 
we can to move forward as 
quick as possible. We’ve 
identified right of way 
limits which would allow 
us to get into the property 
acquisition phases of the 
project,” he said. “We will 
continue working on the 
final plans and look for 
(plan) completion in and 
around late summer early 
fall of 2023. This will allow 
us to get back to the pub-
lic to provide ample public 
input on a number of differ-

ent options that will likely 
be discovered as we start 
digging back into this.”

Under the con-
tract, Bolton & Menk is 
proposing to complete the 
final design, right-of-way 
acquisition and utility relo-
cation by late 2023, as well 
as bidding out the project in 
2024.

Witter said the art-
ist’s design drawing on the 
cover of the plan is just a 
concept and not necessarily 
a representation of the final 

plan.
“It’s just one concept. 

It hasn’t been vetted. It 
hasn’t been through any en-
gineering studies,” he said. 
“It’s just a concept.”

In Oct. 21, 2020, Gov. 
Walz signed HF 1 into 
law, which appropriated 
$2,000,000 for a Local 
Road Improvement Pro-
gram grant to Sherburne 
County for work associated 
with the project.

ARPA Funding
The board approved 

American Rescue Plan Act 
(ARPA) funding for a tape 
backup system for the Sher-
iff’s dept. ($25,700.04), 
SARS-COVID test kits 
($10.078.54) and jail touch-
pad cleaning ($45,150).

Other Business
In other action the 

board:
 • Approved the ap-

pointment of Greta Stark-
Kraker to the Sherburne 
County EDA to fill out the 

remaining five years of 
Tom Hammer’s term;

• Authorized the Au-
ditor-Treasurer to sub-
mit an application for a 
Help America Vote Act 
(HAVA) Grant from the 
State of Minnesota to assist 
with election security in 
the coming 2022 election. 
It has been determined that 
the county will qualify for 
approximately $40,523 in 
election grant funds;

• Approved donations 
from various donors to 

Health & Human Services 
totalling $26,103.43;

• Approved the final 
contract payment to Knife 
River for the Co. Rd. 42 
project from Co. Rd. 1 
Co. Rd. 9 and Co. Rd. 70 
pavement resurfacing. The 
original contract amount 
was $1,209,310.15. The 
final contract amount: is 
$1,324,439.26.

• Approved the ap-
pointment of Dispatch Su-
pervisor Matthew Paumen 
as the designated alter-
nate representative for the 
911 Technical Operations 
Committee through the 
Metropolitan Emergency 
Services Board;

• Approved a $25 dona-
tion to the Sheriff’s Office 
Mounted Patrol, made by 
The Stein Financial Group 
in memory of Mounted Pa-
trol member Kelly Gretton, 
who passed away on Dec. 
17, 2021.

AN ARTIST’S RENDITION OF THE ZIMMERMAN INTERCHANGE shows what the finished project might look like. This is only 
a concept which has not been fully vetted, and the final product might look different. (Submitted photo.)

County board approves interchange 
plan contract with Bolton & Menk

FOUR GENERATIONS IN BECKER enjoyed time together recently: Emma Cook, Nora Cook, Chris Cook, Lou Kuklok, Michael 
Cook, and Ozzy Cook. (Submitted photo.)
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Happy Valentine’s Day!
Big Lake News

SCAN NOW 
TO PLAY

Win a Valentine’s Day
DATE NIGHT BASKET!

(Valued at $175)

TO ENTER, TAKE OUR “DATE NIGHT” QUIZ. 
For playing you’ll RECEIVE A $25 GIFT CARD to Loch Jewelers!

MONTICELLO, MN | 763.295.3771

KEEP YOUR FAMILY SAFE
Get a new furnace or a/c
We install them for you starting at

Just $4500 per month
on approved credit

Financing available

Zimmerman • Princeton • Milaca Today Ad Proof
Call or email with approval - 763-856-4336

 This is just a prototype ad for the Zimmerman, Princeton, Milaca Today Paper and is by no means a final advertisement until you approve.
This ad design is protected by copyright law  – © Zimmerman Today  – For use only in Zimmerman Today and it’s associated publications.

KEEPING YOUR FAMILY 
SWEETHEARTS SAFE ALWAYS

24 Hour Service

763389-2647
• COMMErCial • rEsidENtial •
• priNCEtON • MilaCa • ZiMMErMaN •

www.aceHeatingandair inc.com

Call

SYSTEM
REPAIR 

ALLERGIES? 
We have the 

solution with the
Reme Halo Air

Purifier w/UV Light
Call to

Save$350
Today

GET A NEW FURNACE
We install them for you starting at

$4500per month
Financing Available

Must have coupons.  No Combos. Offer Exp. 2/28/22

Just ON apprOvEd CrEdit

FREE
DIAGNOSTIC

WITH A 

Must have coupons.  No Combos.  Offer Exp. 2/28/22

FURNACE 
TUNE-UP 

Ready for
Winter?!

Just
$5500

Must have coupons.
No Combos. 

Offer Exp. 2/28/22
Must have coupons.

No Combos. 
Offer Exp. 2/28/22

Be our 
valentine

Ace Heating And 
Air Conditioning

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

Call 763.389.2647
www.AceHeatingAndAirInc.com

• Princeton • Milaca 
• Zimmerman

• • •• • • • • • • • • • • 24 hour service • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

Open extended hours:
Sat., 2/12 from 9am-3pm, 

Sun., 2/13 from 9am-1pm and 
Mon., 2/14 from 9am-6pm

108 Cedar Street, Monticello, MN
763.314.0552

www.livelaughandbloom.com

is the day after the 
SUPER BOWL!

Remember...

ORDER NOW 
to get on our busy 
delivery schedule!

14068 Bank St., becker
(ACROSS FROM SHERBURNE STATE BANK)

Hours: Sun-Thurs 11am-9pm Fri & Sat 11am-10pm
763-275-0270

Treat your special someone this Valentine’s weekend.
Specials available and served all day!

Happy Valentine’s Day!Happy Valentine’s Day!Happy Valentine’s Day!

Friday - Monday
February 11-14

Valentine’s Day
Dinner Special

Fri. , Sat. , Sun. & Mon. , Feb. 11-14

12287 Hancock St. Becker 
763-262-4000 

CharliesSportsBarAndGrill.com

8oz. sirloin fillet
Garlic Mashed Potatoes

Soup or salad
breadstick             

enjoy the celebration with specialty drinks and desserts

watch the 
big game at 

Charlie’s!
Feb. 13th

$3.oo, 22-oz. domestic taps
$6.00 apps

New! Trivia night on Wednesdays at 7pm — Join in on the fun!

Happy Valentine’s Day from 
Rebecca’s Cafe!

• Triple Berry Cream Cheese • French Toast Casserole

Celebrate Valentine’s Day with us 
Sun., Feb. 13 7am - 2pm

Submitted article

(Editor’s Note: The fol-
lowing article was submitted 
by Premier Marine.)

Premier Marine an-
nounced Matt Homan as the 
company’s new Chief Exec-
utive Officer and equity part-

ner. Homan brings extensive 
leadership, team building and 
dealer network skills to Pre-
mier Marine. Current interim 
president, Ron Inman, will 
guide Homan’s transition and 
will continue to oversee key 
divisions at Premier while 
also serving as Vice President 
of Business Development for 
Envision Company. 

Homan most recently 
served as President and CEO 
of Liberty Diversified Inter-
national, and prior to that, 
helped to build Polaris Indus-
tries into a global powersport 
leader. During his 16-year 
tenure at Polaris, Homan held 
several significant leadership 
positions including President 
of Off-Road Vehicles and 
President of Global Adjacent 
Markets.

“Matt is a highly re-
spected leader and his expe-

rience, character and drive 
align perfectly with the cul-
ture we’re building here at 
Premier Marine,” said Pre-
mier owner Chris Carlson. 
“I’ve worked with Matt in the 
past and have always admired 
his strong market and product 
understanding, coupled with 

his amazing leadership in-
stincts and a history of build-
ing high-performance teams.”  

“This is a tremendous 
opportunity,” said Homan. 
“Premier represents one of 
the most respected luxury 
pontoon manufacturers in 
the market and the brand’s 
growth potential is limitless. 
The culture and core values 
at Premier align with my ap-
proach to business, and I’m 
excited to help accelerate the 
momentum that they’ve es-
tablished.”

“I knew right away I 
wanted to join this team,” 
Homan continued. “Chris has 
a track record of success, and 
I believe the alignment of a 
corporate executive and an 
entrepreneur with the vision 
that Chris has is a powerful 
one.”

As president of Polaris 

Off-Road Vehicles, Homan 
worked with the team to 
build a strategy and execute 
a plan that quickly led to 
rapid improvements across 
the business. Homan will uti-
lize those skills as he builds 
a world-class team that will 
eventually occupy a new 
150,000 sq. ft. state-of-the-
art manufacturing facility 
and accompanying 30,000 
sq. ft. fiberglass and tooling 
operation in Big Lake. The 
company has already gained 
incredible momentum since 
the 2021 acquisition with 
over 130 new hires, including 
13 key leadership positions, 
including Homan. 

Homan began his career 
at General Mills with various 
marketing roles after receiv-
ing his bachelor’s degree 
in Marketing and an MBA 
from the University of Min-
nesota’s Carlson School of 
Management. Homan and his 
wife, Janna, of 27-years have 
three daughters. They love to 
travel and can be found in the 
mountains of Utah skiing in 
the winter months.  

About Premier 
Marine
Premier Marine Inc. is 

a manufacturer of luxury 
performance pontoon boats 
under the Premier brand. Pre-
mier Marine holds numer-
ous patents and trademarks 
on manufacturing elements 
such as the Premier Ricochet 
Ladder System, corrosion re-
sistant high strength furniture 
hinges, and the PTX™ per-
formance package. The 
29-year-old company sells its 
pontoons through boat dealers 
located throughout the United 
States and Canada. Premier 
Marine is headquartered 
in Wyoming, Minnesota and 
owned by Envision Company 
of Elk River, Minnesota.

MATT HOMAN was recently named the new CEO of Premier Marine, a com-
pany which is moving to the Big Lake industrial park. (Submitted photo.)

Matt Homan named CEO of 
Premier Marine in Big Lake

THREE INDIVIDUALS MANNED THE WELCOME TABLE at Tuesday’s Republican 
caucus in Becker. From Left to right is Anne Felber, Gregg Felber, and Anne Kostrze-
wski. (Photo by Katherine Cantin.)

SHANE MEKELAND (nearest 
right) spoke at Tuesday’s caucus. 
(Photo by Katherine Cantin.)

ANDREW MATHEWS (farthest 
right) spoke at Tuesday’s caucus. 
(Photo by Katherine Cantin.)

Newberger mentioned that 
the new legislative districts 
will be announced Feb. 15, 
and that everyone in atten-
dance would be notified via 
email about the changes. 
Finally, Newberger asked 
for delegates to represent 
the district at the Republi-
can convention later in the 
year. 

Before the attendees 
broke into groups for the 
straw poll, Becker School 
Board Member Mark 
Swanson caught the atten-
tion of the gathered repub-
licans. He announced that 
he had decided not to run 
for reelection on the school 
board this year, so his seat 
will be open in the fall. He 
encouraged anyone with 
questions to get into contact 
with him. 

CAUCUS  from page 1

be held during their February meeting at 7:30 p.m.
A motion carried to match the $25,000 donation from 

the Clear Lake Lions to build a 24’ x 24’ park pavilion this 
summer. Anticipating leftover funds, the board discussed 
installing a small playground and parking area. 

A motion carried approving the purchase of three out-
door message boards for the township to use for posting 
information to the public. The boards will be installed on 
posts at township hall, White Farm, and Sherwood Shores.

After a short discussion, a motion carried to purchase 
outdoor video surveillance signage to install at the entrance 
to the township hall parking lot.

A motion carried approving the Bingo permit for Trav-
elers on the Mississippi.

Clearview Elementary’s request for permission to cut 
down invasive Siberian elms was approved, as was the 
building of a new podium for the township’s boardroom. 

Township cleanup day will be May 7.
The sheriff reported 73 calls for service, including 28 

traffic, six medicals, three fraud complaints, one DWI, one 
assault, and one theft of a snowmobile.

The Board of Audit meeting will be March 1 at 9 a.m. 
at township hall.

The next Clear Lake Twp. meeting will be on Febru-
ary 15 at 7 p.m.

TOWNSHIP from page 1

GRRL from page 1
new ways.

GRRL provides li-
brary services at 32 public 
libraries and to-go systems 
in Benton, Morrison, Sher-
burne, Stearns, Todd and 
Wright Counties. GR-
RL2GO is a locker system 
that allows one to pick up 
items at the Sartell Commu-
nity Center. GRRL supplies 
residents of Central Minne-
sota with nearly one million 
books, CDs and DVDs, 250 
public computers, program-
ming, and information ser-
vices.

This event is open to 
the public and press. Masks 
are strongly encouraged. 
More information can be 
found on the library web-
site: https://griver.org/
library-news/event-why-
minnesota-libraries-are-
on-the-rise.
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Big Lake News
Bar

Tuesday Nights 6:30
$800 in 57 Numbers

Proceeds for St. Lawrence Church
10915 Duelm Rd NE, Foley

License #01080

11025 Duelm
Road NE,

Foley, MN

We have ETABS

Quality Building Supplies 
at Affordable Prices

Since 1975

BOOK YOUR ORDER!

Call for a FREE estimate
117th Ave., Milaca

(north end of Milaca off Central Ave)

BUILDING
$PECIAL$

320-983-6304 • 1-800-818-1846

LATCHAM-LIND LUMBER &
POST FRAME BUILDINGS

Auctions
ESTATE & CONSIGNMENT AUCTION

SUNDAY, FEB. 13, 2022 @ 11:00 AM
3825 Shadowood Dr. NE.Sauk Rapids,MN

Directions: St. Cloud, E. on Hwy 23 Left 0n 40th  (Follow Signs)

THIS IS A PARTIAL LISTING. B.P. & MN tax applies. 
See website for more: 
www.midwestauctions.com/sharer 
Keith Sharer Auction Service

320-267-1963

FURNITURE: Coffee & end tables, Recliners, Mirrored dresser, 
Chest of drawers, Night stands, File cabinet, Full size bed, 
Bookshelves, Flat screen TV; ANTIQUES & HOUSEHOLD: Green 
jar, Butter crock, Porcelain light shades, Holiday décor’, Flatware, 
Vintage magazines, 33LP records, Golf clubs, Framed art & prints, 
Cookbooks, Electronics, Lamps, Fan, Heaters, Area rugs; OUTDOOR 
& TOOLS: Tool box, Hand tools, Kerosene heater, Hand cart, Fishing 
rods, New Fishing equipment (Sand anchors, Coated anchors, Rubber 
worms, Life jackets, Fishing lures, Hooks, Sinkers, Dip nets)  

By Katherine Cantin,
Staff Writer
Reporter.Katie@PatriotNewsMN.com

During the recent Big 
Lake City Council meeting, 
the board recognized the 
years of service for several 
employees, welcomed a new 
police officers, and said good-
bye to two police officers. 

Employee Years of 
Service Recognition
Mayor Paul Knier recog-

nized the years of service for 
several city staff members: 
Chera Cruze of the liquor 
store, five years; Ryan Ader-
man of the BLFD, five years; 
Kiel Ruberg of the BLFD, 
five years; Ryan Hanson of 
the BLFD, 10 years; Phil 
Kollar of public works, 15 
years; and Michael Bondhus 
of the BLFD, 30 years. Each 
employee was presented with 
a certificate and a thank-you 
from the mayor. 

Police Officers, 
Coming & Going
A new officer, Kyle 

Rossberg, was sworn in 
during the meeting. 

Shortly after Rossberg’s 
swearing-in, the board went 
on to recognize the retirement 
of Officer Rich Berg. Berg 
submitted his retirement no-
tice six months ago, and his 
last day was Friday, Feb. 4. 
Berg served for the depart-
ment for 25 years. He also 
served with the BLFD for 
five years.

During the consent 

agenda, the board also ac-
knowledged the resignation 
of Officer Tim Mikelson. 
Mickelson submitted his res-
ignation Jan. 7 and his last 
day was Jan. 22. Mikelson 
had served with the depart-
ment for just over one year. 
He and his wife decided to 
move to Missouri to be closer 
to family. 

Department Reports
Norm Michels of the 

streets/parks department re-
ported that there have been 
six plowable snow events 

so far in the calendar year. 
In addition, there were three 
instances where plows were 
dispatched to handle snow 
drifts, and five instances 
where staff was dispatched 
for salting/sanding. This is 
more activity than in previous 
years.

All three ice rinks are 
open and in good skating con-
dition. The warming house 
remains closed due to con-
cerns over COVID-19. 

Public Works is now 
maintaining the police vehi-
cles in-house. Michels hopes 
to expand this program to all 
city-owned vehicles. 

In Other Business, 
the Board:
• Heard an update from 

County Attorney Kathleen 
Heaney;

• Approved a profes-
sional services proposal for 
ordinance revisions;

• Approved a compre-
hensive plan amendment to 
adopt a road classification 
system;

• Approved a $300 in-
crease in benefits for the Fire 
Relief Association; 

• Spoke briefly about 
working with the county to 
plan possible changes for  
Hwy. 25.

OFFICER KYLE ROSSBERG was 
welcomed to the BLPD officially with 
a cake. (Photo taken from BLPD Face-
book page.)

BL City recognizes employee service

OFFICER RICH BERG (MIDDLE) recently retired from the BLPD after 25 years of 
service. He’s pictured here with BLPD Office Manager Tina Petersen (L) and Admin-
istrative Assistant Nicole Pearson (R). (Photo taken from BLPD Facebook page.)

By Katherine Cantin,
Staff Writer
Reporter.Katie@PatriotNewsMN.com

During the recent Big 
Lake School Board meeting, 
the board heard updates from 
Big Lake Online and the Mid-
dle School, and heard about a 
possible new project for the 
high school called “Big Lake 
Sandbox.”

Open Forum
Ashley Schabillion sang 

praises for the schools and the 
board. She thanked the board 
for not longer requiring those 
speaking at open forum to de-
clare their address to the audi-
ence (address is still required 
to be turned into the board 
chair.) She then thanked all 
of the teachers in the district 
for their dedication to in-per-
son learning. She especially 
thanked staff at the Liberty 
Elementary School, who 
make an effort to make sure 
students are safe and excited 
for the school day as they are 
dropped off by parents in the 
morning, even in the incred-
ibly cold temperatures of the 
last few weeks. Finally, she 
thanked the PTO for bringing 
the Sky Dome Planetarium to 
the students and letting them 
have that experience. 

Big Lake 
Online Update
Keri Neubauer, admin-

istrator for Big Lake Online, 
gave an update for the online 
school. The school has stu-
dents who take classes online 

full time or as a supplement 
to in-person classes or an ap-
prenticeship program. 

Currently enrolled in the 
program are 51 elementary 
students, 49 middle school 
students, and 232 high school 
students (this includes those 
students who are taking sup-
plemental courses. 

Staff has had a difficult 
time connecting with students 
who are not originally from 
the district. Students and par-
ents from outside of Big Lake 
(such as St. Cloud) don’t 
reach out to staff and have 
the same connection families 
originally from the district do. 
Some students from outside 
the district also do something 
known as “school-jumping.” 
This involves signing up for 
a series of online schools in 
order to avoid truancy. They 
do not engage in the course 
material, but so long as they 
are enrolling in a new school 
their home counties don’t re-
ally step in. BLO has dropped 
about 12 students that were 
not engaging in their courses, 
and have made an effort to 
speak with families and home 
districts of the students to find 
a way to find an appropriate 
solution for the situation. 
Other problems involve stu-
dents procrastinating in their 
courses and trying to catch 
up at the last minute. Staff are 
trying to help these students 
establish consistent study 
habits in order to make sure 
the students don’t fall behind 

in their coursework.
Staff is considering re-

quiring students to require an 
in-person orientation in order 
to increase program success 
for the students who have not 
attended online school before. 

Middle School 
Update
Mark Ernst, principal for 

the Big Lake Middle School, 
gave an update for his school 
as well. 

The school had a rocky 
start as students and teachers 
transitioned back into being 
in-person full time. Staff 
thought the hybrid model 
the school was using would 
transition nicely to an all 
in-person model, but it didn’t. 
Staff had to take a hard look 
at some of the systems in the 
school and adjust accord-
ingly. For example, the issu-
ance of  hall passes was cut 
down from 300 to only 85. 
And students who went to the 
cafeteria during WIN time 
(study hall) were encouraged 
to instead seek out teachers 
for classes where they need 
extra help instead, therefore 
cutting down on the over-
crowding in the cafeteria.

SEL and literacy prac-
tices in the school seem to 
help keep students engaged. 

Sandbox
Several staff members 

and teachers came up with an 
idea for “Big Lake Sandbox.” 
This would effectively be an 
active excavation site at the 
northwest corner of campus, 

alongside Eagle Lake Rd. 
High School students would 
be given the opportunity 
to work with construction 
machines at this excavation 
site. A classroom component 
would teach students safety 
on the construction site, main-
tenance of machines, and ex-
cavator theory. 

Staff plans to speak with 
the owners of the houses that 
would neighbor the site. They 
stated there will be no early 
morning or late evening ex-
cavation. 

Sponsors for the pro-
gram would lease equipment 
to the schools for the students 
to use. The school will need 
to pay for PPE, fuel, and 
some other items. 

The presenters and the 
board members spoke about 
the skill that goes into being 
an excavator and the income 
opportunity for the students 
who get training and have 
experience right out of high 
school. 

In Other Business,
the Board:
• Heard the monthly fi-

nance update;
• Agreed to form a multi-

school cooperative for boys’ 
and girls’ lacrosse teams;

• Reviewed bids for air 
conditioning work;

• Heard a brief update 
from the student liaison. 

BL Schools hears updates

Submitted article

(Editor’s Note: The fol-
lowing article was submit-
ted by Big Lake Schools.)

The Mississippi 8 
Conference Honor Band, 
Honor Choir and Honor 
Jazz Band was held Mon-
day January 17th at Becker 
High School.  These groups 
are the top musicians from 
the Mississippi 8 schools 
of Becker, Big Lake, Cam-
bridge-Isanti, Chisago 
Lakes, Monticello, North 
Branch, Princeton and St. 
Francis.  The musicians are 
selected by nomination by 
each of their prospective 
directors.  The student mu-

sicians rehearsed during the 
day, and presented a clos-
ing concert that evening.

The concert band pro-
gram included:  Overture 
for Winds, Charles Carter; 
Cajun Folk Songs, Frank 
Ticheli; Song for Lindsay, 
Andrew Boysen; and Af-
firmation, Randall D. Stan-
dridge. 

The jazz band program 
included:  Dat Dere, Bobby 
Timmons/Arr.; Erik Mo-
rales, Spain, Chick Corea/
Arr. Paul Jenning;  Jamie, 
Sammy Nestico; and Such 
Sweet Thunder, Elling-
ton/Strayhorn/Arr. Mike 
Kamuf. 

The choir  pro-
gram consisted of Af-

ternoon On a Hill by 
Minnesota-born composer 
Eric Barnum; Swedish  
Folksong Trilo; O Love by 
contemporary Iowa com-
poser Elaine Hagenberg; 
and an arrangement of the 
African American Spiritual 
Walk In Jerusalem by ac-
tive composer/conductor/
educator Rollo Dilworth.

Clinician for the Con-
cert Band was Dr. Ward 
Miller, Jazz Band was 
David Mantini, director at 
North Hennepin Commu-
nity College and for the 
Choir, Dr. Bradley Miller 
on music faculty at the Col-
lege of Saint Benedict/Saint 
John’s University.

BIG LAKE SCHOOLS HONOR BAND. (Top) Jaden Anderson, Katja Vaatainen, Claire John, Georgia Morris. (Back) Henry 
Schmidt, Ethan Martin, Olivia Potter, Grace Heider, Brynn Johnson, Jaden Rust, Kaitlyn Mitchell, Cody Helriegel . BIG LAKE 
SCHOOLS HONOR CHOIR. (Bottom) Brandon Dombrovski, Brian Nyland, Emily Franz, Tala Dobrovolny. (Back) Josalyn Rust, 
Emma Vogt, Nick Gjerstad, Carter Starks, Jonah Overby, Alex Eccless (not pictured: Julia Oudekerk) (Submitted photos.)

Mississippi 8 band/
choir conference held at 
Becker High School

Submitted Article

(Editor’s Note: The 
following article was ap-
propriated from the Wright 
County’s website).

Beginning Monday, Jan. 
24, the Minnesota Dept. of 
Natural Resources is asking 
for public input on deer popu-
lation goals in 28 of 130 deer 
permit areas (DPAs).

“We’re continuing with 
an online questionnaire this 
year and adding webinars for 
those who wish to connect 
directly with area wildlife 
managers on this topic,” said 
Barbara Keller, DNR big 
game program leader. 

The DNR establishes 
deer population goals — 
how much of an increase or 
decrease is desired in a deer 
population in a particular 
DPA — as part of managing 
the state’s wild deer.

Population goals estab-
lished in this process will 
provide direction for man-
agement in each goal-setting 
block for a 10-year period, 
with a midpoint review at the 
five-year mark. Goal blocks 
and the DPAs that comprise 
them are established based on 
similar habitat, land uses, deer 
populations and deer hunter 
distribution.

The targeted DPAs this 
year are:

• DPAs 117, 118, 126, 
130, 131, 133 in the Superior 
Uplands - Arrowhead block;

• DPAs 169, 184, 197, 
210, 298 in the North Central 
Plains Moraines block;

• DPAs 241, 246, 251, 
258, 259, 287 in the Pine Mo-
raines block; and

• DPAs 341, 342, 343, 
344, 643, 645, 646, 647, 648, 
649, 655 in the Blufflands 
Plateau block.

Online feedback opens 
on Jan. 24 and concludes on 
Sunday, Feb. 13. Participants 

will be asked to complete on 
online questionnaire and indi-
cate whether the deer popula-
tion in a particular area should 
increase, decrease, or stay the 
same—and provide their ra-
tionale.

Webinars during the last 
week of January will pres-
ent information about each 
goal-setting block, seek par-
ticipant input and allow DNR 
wildlife staff to answer partic-
ipants’ questions. Webinars 
will be recorded and posted 
online for those who can’t 
participate in the live events.

“We strongly encourage 
people to join us for these we-
binars,” Keller said. “Anyone 
may participate, regardless of 
affiliation or knowledge of 
the process, and we’ll present 
useful information and an-
swer questions that will help 
participants formulate their 
online responses.”

Details about each goal 
block, how to participate 
in the process, the webinar 
schedule and how to access 
the questionnaire are listed on 
the DNR’s website (mndnr.
gov/mammals/deer/manage-
ment/population.html).

In 2019, the DNR up-
dated its deer population 
goal-setting process, which 
previously obtained input 
through citizen advisory com-
mittees and in-person public 
meetings. The new format 
allows more participants and 
encourages varied perspec-
tives.

The DNR is committed 
to socially and ecologically 
responsive and responsible 
deer management for the 
benefit of all Minnesotans 
now and in the future. Visit 
our deer management page 
(mndnr.gov/deer) to learn 
about the many things we do 
to manage one of Minneso-
ta’s most popular animals.

DNR seeking public input on 
deer population goals
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TO THE EDITOR:
I am the vice president of the Great River 
Regional Library (GRRL) board of trust-
ees, and a Stearns County commissioner. 
GRRL is one of Minnesota’s 12 regional 
public library systems. GRRL operates 
32 libraries in Central Minnesota – in 
cities as large as St. Cloud and as small 
as Belgrade. I support SF1131/HF1710 
which fixes a problem with how state 
public library funding is divided. Rep-
resentative Dan Wolgamott (District 
14B) is the chief author, and the bill has 
bipartisan support in the state senate. 
The League of Minnesota Cities Fiscal 
Futures Committee also supports this 
proposal. Public libraries provide ac-
cess to vital technology and broadband. 
They support students, their families 
and lifelong learners. Public libraries 
demonstrated this in many ways over 
the past two years. Libraries offer curb-
side services. GRRL began lending wi-fi 
hotspots to assist students with distance 
learning. GRRL also distributed hotspots 
to organizations like Promise Neighbor-
hood of Central Minnesota for their work 
with students and families. The library 
system developed partnerships to ex-
pand access to career exploration oppor-
tunities. I urge everyone to use our great 
libraries. Stories like this happened in all 
365 communities with a public library 
across the state.
Leigh Lenzmeier
Stearns County 
Commissioner
Vice President of Great River Re-
gional Library Board of Trustees

TO THE EDITOR:
On Thursday the 27th of Jan, I along 
with numerous fans from Big Lake and 
Becker had a chance to see two very 
good wrestling teams compete in a dual 
meet.  I would like to congratulate both 
teams and their coaches for a very ex-
citing dual meet. There was excitement 
from the 1st whistle until the last whis-
tle and the meet wasn’t decided until the 
final match.  Just what you would expect 
from 2 state ranked teams.  May every-
one stay healthy as you approach the sec-
tion qualifer.  
Brad Novak
Becker, MN

TO THE EDITOR:
“Walz Checks”, Don’t Go Far Enough. 
The State collected too much money, 
i.e., the tax rate was too high.  Walz 
only wants to return $700 million (less 
than 10%) when we were over charged 
$7.7 billion! The State should not spend 
this money simply because they have it, 
money should only be spent on what is 
necessary. First, this surplus needs to go 
back to the people that paid it and not 
be re-distribute to everyone in the form 
of welfare.  Second, a much higher per-
centage needs to be returned.  If I hand 
the clerk at the store $40 for a $30 bill, I 
expect $10 back but Walz is only giving 
me less than $1 in change.
Bret R. Collier
Big Lake, MN 

TO THE EDITOR:
Regarding using solar/wind power per 
the January 29 letter to the editor, not 
the utilities but rather the state legisla-
ture pushes these technologies.  Statute 
216B.1691 mandates renewables provide 
25% of electricity by 2025 and by 2030 
solar provide 10% of electricity.  Xcel 
is penalized with more aggressive man-
dates because Xcel uses the Monticello 
and Prairie Island nuclear plants to gen-
erate carbon free, reliable, safe energy.  
The goal to reduce carbon emissions 
and environmental impact is laudable, 
however in part misguided.  Coal con-
sumption is reduced, however natural gas 
consumption is increased.  Carbon emis-
sion are not lowered fast enough nor in 
a cost-effective manner.  Solar and wind 
power have 25% and 35% capacity fac-
tors.  That means solar power built for 
100 homes supplies only 25% of the 
needed power.  The other 75% is from 
fossil or nuclear.  Using natural gas, the 
fossil fuel of choice to backup solar and 
wind, drives up home heating costs.  It is 
time to stop investing in solar and wind.  
Minnesota nuclear plants provide 26% of 
our carbon free, reliable, safe energy at 
a 92% capacity factor.  Our legislature 
needs to repeal state statute 216B.243, 
subdivision 3b, prohibiting new nuclear 
construction in Minnesota.
Marvin Engen
Clear Lake, MN

Letters To The Editor

Editorials/Opinions

Radical Democrat Gun Control Bill
(Editor’s Note: The fol-

lowing column was submitted 
by Paul Novotny’s team.)

I (State Representative 
Paul Novotny, R-Elk River), 
released the following state-
ment regarding the introduc-
tion of House File 2705. 

The bill, among other 
things, would ban all maga-
zines over 10 rounds in Min-
nesota, require gun owners to 
register almost all semi-auto-
matic firearms with their local 
Chief of Police or Sheriff or 
be charged with a gross mis-
demeanor, and turn over to 
law enforcement or destroy 
magazines with capacities of 
10 rounds or be charged with 
a felony.

At a time when violent 
crime is spiking, the elderly 
are robbed going to get gro-
ceries, and when law abid-
ing members of the public 

are using legally carried 
concealed firearms to pro-
tect themselves and others 
from violent assaults, it is 
no surprise that Democrats 
will once again look to limit 
the 2nd Amendment for 
law-abiding Minnesotans. All 
while the Ramsey and Henne-
pin County Attorneys refuse 
to pursue strong punishment 

for those that are committing 
these violent crimes.

The bill is filled with 
bans on standard capacity 
handgun and rifle magazines 
and includes mandatory reg-
istration of most semi-au-
tomatic firearms including 
hunting shotguns. If passed, 
this bill would turn many gun 
owners into felons without 
them even knowing it.

Any gun control bill 
will need to come through 
the Public Safety Committee 
in the House and as a mem-
ber of this committee, I will 
work hard to make sure this 
unconstitutional bill does not 
become law. I am a strong 
supporter of the 2nd Amend-
ment and will always stand 
for the right of law-abiding 
citizens to protect themselves 
and their loved ones.

By Rep. 
Paul Novotny

A Tough, Yet Hopeful Start to 2022
(Editor’s Note: The fol-

lowing column was submitted 
by the Sen. Tina Smith team.)

With the rise of the 
Omicron variant, this win-
ter HAS been hard for all 
of us. As Minnesotans have 
responded to the ongoing 
pandemic with such resil-
ience, I have been hard at 
work in Washington fight-
ing for Minnesotans.

New legislation that I 
helped pass into law went 
into effect a few weeks 
ago, and it prevents pa-
tients from receiving sur-
prise medical bills for most 
types of emergency care. I 
have also continued to push 
the Biden Administration 
to increase access to free, 
at-home COVID-19 testing. 

And thanks to the Bi-
partisan Infrastructure 
Law, I am excited to share 
that the U.S. Department of 
Transportation will begin 
rolling out its largest finan-
cial investment in bridge 
construction and repair in 
its history. Hundreds of 
Minnesota bridges will see 
repairs and improvements, 
along with a boost in local 
construction contracts and 
new jobs.  

No Surprises Act 
On January first, a new 

law I helped passed to stop 
people from receiving sur-
prise medical bills for most 
types of emergency medical 
care went into effect. 

When Minnesotans go 

to the emergency room, 
they receive care from doc-
tors and nurses who may 
not accept your insurance. 
In the past, patients were 
stuck with bills sometimes 
costing thousands of dol-
lars for choices they did not 
make. That’s not going to 
happen anymore. Hospitals 
and insurance companies 
will now have to figure it 
out instead of saddling the 
patient with the bill.

Wilma Mankiller
The U.S. Mint has 

granted my request for 
Wilma Mankiller, the first 
woman elected principal 
chief of the Cherokee Na-
tion, to be featured on the 
U.S. quarter. I am proud to 
celebrate and honor such a 
prolific humanitarian and 
leader.

Mankiller was a strong 
advocate for Tribal sov-
ereignty, freedoms, and 
social justice. In 1998, she 
received the Presidential 

Medal of Freedom and was 
inducted into the National 
Women’s Hall of Fame in 
1993. 

Bridge Projects and 
Repairs

I am happy to an-
nounce that Minnesota 
will soon see new federally 
funded bridge projects and 
repairs, thanks to the Bipar-
tisan Infrastructure Law I 
helped pass last year. 

This means the bridges 
Minnesotans drive over 
every day will be safe and 
more resilient to climate 
change and severe weather. 
These bridge projects will 
create more local construc-
tion jobs.

Although exact details 
are still underway with 
the state legislature, the 
Minnesota Department of 
Transportation (MnDOT) 
believes this funding will 
be used for bridge repairs 
on the I-494 Minnesota 
River Bridge, the I-94 
Douglas County bridges, 
the I-535 Blatnik Bridge, 
and the Highway 61 On-
tario Border Bridge over 
the Pigeon River. 

The Federal High-
way Administration and 
MnDOT are also consid-
ering hundreds of other 
smaller bridge improve-
ment projects across Min-
nesota.

By Sen. 
Tina Smith

Getting MN “Right on Track”
(Editor’s Note: The fol-

lowing column was submitted 
by Sen. Andrew Mathews.)

Senate Republicans re-
cently held a press confer-
ence to announce session 
priorities to get Minnesota 
on the Right Track. The 
focus of Senate Republi-
cans this session, which 
began Jan. 31, will be on 
affording everyday life, re-
ducing crime, and empow-
ering parents.  

Ensuring the safety of 
our communities is critical. 
We will focus this session 
on addressing our state’s 
rise in crime by providing 
strong support for law en-
forcement. Additionally, 
parents play a key role in 
our children’s education, 
and we will back the par-
ents. Distance learning has 

greatly affected our chil-
dren’s education, and we 
must work to keep kids in 
the classroom.

Helping People 
Afford Their Lives  
The state’s projected 

$7.7 billion surplus will be 
one of the most discussed 
items in St. Paul. Follow-

ing stubborn and record 
inflation from runaway con-
gressional spending, Senate 
Republicans are advancing 
a series of tax cuts targeted 
at working Minnesotans, 
families, and seniors to help 
them afford their everyday 
life. 

In the last five years, 
Republicans have secured 
billions in tax cuts, includ-
ing exempting most seniors 
from taxes on social secu-
rity and the first income rate 
tax cuts in 20 years.  

The $7.7 billion sur-
plus means Minnesotans 
are being highly overtaxed. 
Taxpayers should be get-
ting refunds in the thou-
sands, not just hundreds 
like the ‘Walz Checks’ re-

By Sen. 
Andrew Mathews

Joy Everyday
Writing has always been 

a creative outlet for me, I 
wrote my first song at six 
years old. I attended a small 
elementary school and one 
year a new teacher was hired, 
named Mr. Coulihan. He was 
a musician and played gui-
tar during class, which we 
thought was so cool! I told 
him about my songwriting, 
and he told some of the other 
teachers about it. I was in class 
just minding my own busi-
ness one day, and a couple of 
teachers peeked their heads in 
the door and called me out of 
class (and yes, I thought I was 
in trouble). They explained 
that Mr. Coulihan had an-
nounced he was engaged to 
be married and they wanted 
to plan something special to 
congratulate him. They asked 
if I would write song lyrics 
for our music teacher to add 
music to. We would rehearse 
each day during music class, 
and once ready, we would all 
surprise Mr Coulihan with the 
song. I was so honored and 
excited! I wrote a song titled 
“Paradise” which was so ab-
surdly cheesy, my classmates 
and I still get a good laugh 
about it. Our class rehearsed 
it and finally the day arrived 
for us to surprise our teacher 
with the song. We gathered in 
the gym, and waited for him 
to be brought in. The gym 
doors opened, and as soon 
as the students saw him, we 
broke into song. He was very 
surprised, and I will always 
remember his joyful reaction 
as we performed. My love 
for writing has continued 
over the years, and I am still 
an eager student. Last year I 

embarked on a journey as an 
entrepreneur and opened a 
business, so that I may have 
more flexibility for ministry 
work. All week I worked 
diligently to make sure all 
tasks were completed so I 
could shift gears back to my 
sermon prep as I was sched-
uled to preach on Sunday. 
I felt led to share a message 
about joy, although it’s a topic 
more commonly spoken of 
during the holidays. But joy 
is meant for us every day, 
not once a year. I had every-
thing perfectly arranged for 
sermon writing. Study bibles, 
notepads and a fresh cup of 
coffee in my grandma’s spe-
cial mug “I can do all things 
through Him who gives me 
strength.” I was excited and 
ready to write on the topic 
of joy! And then I received 
a work-related text message. 
My immediate attention was 
required. Four hours and 80 
miles later, all was resolved. It 
was a humorously-timed re-
minder that joy is deeper than 
our outside circumstances. 
There will always be things 
that may threaten to disrupt 
our sense of joy; other peo-

ple, work, finances, worry, 
insecurities, fear; the list goes 
on and on. But we must keep 
our focus on God. Joy is a 
fruit of the spirit, and it grows 
over time, as we mature in 
our faith. Our joy as Chris-
tians is deep-rooted in many 
things including our salvation 
from the redeeming work of 
Christ, knowing and remain-
ing in God’s word, loving 
one another, and the hope and 
peace we have in Him. Joy 
is beautifully illustrated in 1 
Peter 1:8, “Though you have 
not seen him, you love him; 
and even though you do not 
see him now, you believe in 
him and are filled with an in-
expressible and glorious joy,” 
When I am tempted to allow 
everyday problems to rattle 
my joy, I will instead focus 
on my faith in the sovereignty 
of God. In Phil 4:4, the Apos-
tle Paul instructed the church 
in Phillipi, “Rejoice in the 
Lord always; again I will 
say, rejoice.” Strangely, Paul 
was unjustly imprisoned at 
the time. And yet he rejoiced 
that the gospel was not only 
continuing, but actually being 
advanced as a result of his 
adverse circumstances. Paul 
kept a God-centered perspec-
tive. One of my new favorite 
scriptures came as a result of 
this joy study, from Romans 
15:13, “Now may the God 
of hope fill you with all joy 
and peace in believing, that 
you may abound in hope by 
the power of the Holy Spirit.” 
I pray this message blesses 
each one of you.

By Rev. 
Monica Parrish

Top Priority: Tax Relief
(Editor’s Note: The fol-

lowing column was submitted 
by Rep. Shane Mekeland.)

Minnesota’s 2022 
legislative session began 
Monday and I hope this 
goes down as the year the 
Legislature turned a his-
toric $7.7 billion surplus 
into permanent tax relief 
for Minnesotans.

We are staring at an 
opportunity to provide per-
manent tax relief for Min-
nesotans unlike anything 
this state has ever seen. 
People are being slammed 
by inflation and our busi-
nesses have had the deck 
stacked against them the 

last couple of years, much 
of which is linked to restric-
tions the governor placed 
upon them. Our state has an 
overabundance of revenue 

and people are struggling. 
The timing couldn’t be 
better for providing mean-
ingful, permanent tax relief 
to lessen their burden. I 
look forward to addressing 
this issue throughout the 
new session, along with 
other key subjects, such 
as strengthen public safety 
at a time violent crime has 
surged in our state.

I welcome correspon-
dence throughout the ses-
sion and encourage District 
15B residents to call (651) 
296-2451 or email Rep.
Shane.Mekeland@house.
mn to get in touch.

By Rep. 
Shane Mekeland
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Get your ad in the Patriot today! 
 Call Carol or Mary at 763.275.0275

Apply in person, 1 mile east of Becker, 
137th left, 1/8 mile on left. 612-747-0163    

NOW HIRING!
KASOWSKI GROUP

• FT FARM LABOR
• FT EQUIPMENT OPERATOR • FT FARM MECHANIC

 

 
Find meaningful 
employment.  
Build upon  
your skills. 
Create positive 
change.  

Cargill is one of the largest, most diverse and most successful food companies in the world, and our 
purpose is to nourish the world in a safe, responsible and sustainable way. We prioritize our employees’ 

health and well-being, who are essential to the food supply chain. Our broad scale and scope allow you to 
take your career anywhere you’d like; providing you with new opportunities for you to grow, develop and 

make an impact on the future of our business. Choose Cargill and take your opportunity to thrive! 
 

Cargill is an Equal Opportunity Employer, including Disability/Vet. 

Cargill is Now Hiring for Production roles in Monticello and Big Lake! 
 

Apply Online Today! 
 

 
Scan the QR 

code with your 
smart device 

to apply! 

Benefits Include: Overtime Potential, Vacation & Holiday Pay, Health 
Insurance, 401(k), Tuition Reimbursement, Life Insurance & Short Term 
Disability, Employee Discounts, and much more! 

$1,500 Sign-On Bonus! 
1st Shift Food Handler – $17.25+ /hour 
2nd Shift Food Handler – $19.25+ /hour 

3rd Shift Sanitation – $20.80+ /hour 
Maintenance Tech Multiple Shifts - $28.65 – $30.65+ /hour 

 

Visit: careers.cargill.com/Monticello-mn  or   careers.cargill.com/Biglake-mn     
 

                                                

Monticello          Big Lake 

NOW HIRING for Big Lake, 
Buffalo & surrounding area sites 

To apply online visit:
www.divinehouse.org or call (320) 231-2738

328 SW 5th Street, Willmar, MN 56201

Starting pay $16 and up for awake hours FT & PT with
afternoon/evening shifts. Asleep overnights $10.08/hr. Experience working 
with people with disabilities or background in medical field and supervisory 

experience helpful but not necessary. 

We believe that all people have the right to live and work in an environment which provides them 
with pride, self-respect, friendships, and the opportunity to achieve success while realizing that 
success is defined differently for everyone. We feel that our job is to offer friendship, security, 

and guidance to those we serve.

MAKE A
DIFFERENCE

HAVE FUN ALL
DAY

MAKE A LIVING

BRIDGES MN IS HIRING!
We empower people with disabilities to live their best

life, so join our team and apply today!

YOU CAN MAKE
A DIFFERENCE IN
SOMEONE'S LIFE,
WHILE GETTING
PAID TO DO IT!

Send your resume to amyo@bridgesmn.com

www.bridgesmn.com/employment

Elk River, Clearwater, or Monticello

MAKE A
DIFFERENCE

HAVE FUN ALL
DAY

MAKE A LIVING

BRIDGES MN IS HIRING!
We empower people with disabilities to live their best

life, so join our team and apply today!

YOU CAN MAKE
A DIFFERENCE IN
SOMEONE'S LIFE,
WHILE GETTING
PAID TO DO IT!

Send your resume to amyo@bridgesmn.com

www.bridgesmn.com/employment

Elk River, Clearwater, or Monticello

NOW
HIRING

Apply at: 24614 US Hwy 71, Belgrade, MN 56312  
Email your resume to hiring@bayerbuilt.com

Bayer Built  
Woodworks, Inc., providing  
quality product and unparalleled service to 900  
dealers throughout the Midwest, is looking to fill the 
following positions:

•  OTR Drivers

Competitive pay and benefits, a  
positive and clean work environment, 
and opportunities to advance your  
career with a local company that 
continues to grow. 

$10,000  

Sign On Bonus

Temporary, Seasonal, On-
Call Snow Plow Operator

Snow Plow Operator must have a Class A CDL license, and health 
card. Pre-employment physical, clean driving record and pass 

drug/alcohol screening. Must live within 20 minutes of Town hall 
and able to report for work, within 20 minutes of call. Have 
experience operating large snow plow trucks, sanding/salt 

application equipment and be familiar with operating large loaders.
This job requires on-call duty as the need arises. Hours vary and it 
is possible to work hours during the night time and more than 8 hr. 
shifts. Snowplowing will start during or after snow events. Plowing 
will continue until all roads and intersections passible. Cleaning, 
washing shop floor and snow equipment after use is required.

THERE WILL BE OTHER JOBS AS ASSIGNED BY THE 
MAINTENANCE STAFF OR TOWNSHIP BOARD, 

WHEN NECESSARY.
There are no set or given hours – on call, as needed. 

This job will end on or about the last snow of April 2022
Application is available at Clerks office or 

www.silvercreektwp.com/
Return application in person, mail or email 

@silvercreektwp@tds.net
Call the office for information at 763-878-2600 

or one of the Board Members

Silver Creek Township
3827 134th St. NW, Monticello, MN

Hours and days vary. We are flexible. Some 
computer skills preferred. Will train. 16 years and 

older. Apply in person, ask for John or Kim

13350 1st St., 
Becker, MN

HELP WANTED PT

Becker

TIME FOR A NEW JOB?
• Warehouse
• Prod Assembly
• Maintenance
• Office Manager
• Mechanical assembly
• Forklift
• Customer Sevice
+MORE!

Now Hiring!

320-251-1038 • expresspros.com/stcloudmn

Check out our 
express jobs 

app today!

Call to
phone 

screen!

click, call, or text to learn more!

No Fees! Apply Today!

BECKER PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS IS HIRING! 

BE A PART OF OUR TEAM!

for information on all our openings, please visit www.becker.k12.mn.us
Questions?  Contact AngelA Oswald @ 763-261-4502, option 3

Substitute Positions:
TEACHERS

PARAPROFESSIONALS
NURSES

CUSTODIANS
FOOD SERVERS/DISHWASHERS

BUS AND VAN DRIVERS

Age 55+ workers 
needed for PT 
light custodial 

work at the Full-
er Lake & Enfield 
Rest Areas locat-
ed on 1-94. Con-
tact Green View 
at 651-639-1913. 

All 
positions

Apply in person.
Hwy. 10 & Lake St., 

Big Lake

NOW HIRINGNOW HIRING

Flexible Hours
Tips 
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Area News

Employment
FT, PT & On-call Caregivers - All Shifts

Make a difference for 
individuals with 
disabilities as a DSP

Search jobs and apply online at:
sevitahealth.com

Call Erica for more information: 763-913-7486
SevitaHealth.com

Cory Nuest 
Vice President
NMLS 402524
CNuest@CorTrustMortgage.com 
(763) 271-7216

NMLS 458038
ID 405612

Contact Cory for all 
your mortgage needs!

Welcome home 
mortgages.

Keller Lake Commons in Big Lake, now an Assisted Living Community 
offering full apartments ranging from 644 to 956 square feet. Cable is 

included in rents for private pay and GRH renters. Accepting EW and CADI. 
For more information please contact Nicole Gilder, Housing Director at 

763-263-2363 or check us out online at www.kellerlakecommons.com

ELMER GARDING 
FUN RUN

Sat., Feb. 19th 11am

Pearl Lake Lodge

Co. Rd. 8, Pearl Lake • 320-398-2588

Vintage, collectible & new snowmobiles & cars!

Proceeds benefit cancer families

SATURDAY, MARCH 12, 9 A.M. 

628 Roosevelt Rd., Suite 101
St. Cloud, MN 56301

320-774-3789

Having eye problems?

Accepting all major insurance including Medicare.

www.eaofcm.com

Looking for answers?
We can help.

Having eye problems?

Looking for answers?
We can help.

Specializing in:
• Cataracts
• Glaucoma
• Dry Eyes

• Diabetic Eye    
   Disease
• Macular  
   Degeneration

• Blurred Vision
• All Other Eye  
   Disorders
• Routine Eye Exams

Yellowstone Scavengers
The complexity of 

nature is often hard to un-
derstand and even harder 
to witness. Sure, we learn 
about it in school, read 
about it in a book, or watch 
it on a TV nature docu-
mentary, but it isn’t until 
you see it firsthand that 
you start to understand and 
appreciate the complex-
ity of nature. I have been 
fortunate to be able to see 
it myself and gain a better 
understanding.

Take for example 
something that happened 
just a couple days ago. I 
am in Yellowstone Na-
tional Park leading photo-
graphic tours in the dead of 
winter. Snow and cold rule 
the land. For a month I am 
moving around the park, 
entering the inner core of 
the park that is not acces-
sible without large trucks 
with massive wheels and 
tires to navigate through 
the deep snow.

Of course, 
finding and 
c a p t u r i n g 
images of 
w o l v e s 
is the ul-
t i m a t e 
goal for 
my photo 
tours but 
honestly you 
never can be 
sure you will even 
see wolves, let alone 
capture some images. Even 
less likely is to witness the 
life and death struggles that 
occur in the natural world. 
But that doesn’t stop us 
from trying each and every 
day even with sub zero 
temperatures and snow 
squalls that dump three 
inches of snow in one hour 
then the sun comes out.

On one clear and very 
crisp morning, just be-
fore the sun came up, we 
located a “kill site”. This 
is where the local pack of 
wolves was successful at 
taking down a bison. We 
were able to climb up a 
short hill through deep 
snow to where the wind 
had blown the snow clear. 
Setting up our tripods and 
cameras we where able to 
witness the harshness and 
overwhelming reality of a 
complex and intact ecosys-
tem.

This pack of wolves 
had 13 members and three 
of the wolves were at the 
bison carcass. The rest 
were very high up on the 
mountain in a small clear-
ing laying in the snow. We 
could only see them using 
high powered binoculars or 
spotting scopes. But right 
in front of us were the facts 
of life. Or should I say, life 
and death and the complex-

ity of nature.
Wolves are top pred-

ators, usually called apex 
predators. They live in 
family units of anywhere 
from four to 30 members. 
Usually these are blood 
relatives, so they are broth-
ers and sisters, nieces and 
nephews. They need to live 
in family units because a 
single 80-pound wolf can’t 
possibly take down and 

kill a 2,000 pound bison. 
So, they work together as a 
family to subdue their prey.

However, the more 
members in the pack the 
less food each wolf gets 
to eat in the end. Studies 
show that the optimal num-
ber of members in a pack of 
wolves is six to eight. This 
is enough wolves to take 
down a large animal such 
as a bison or elk, but not 
too many mouths to feed, 
thus each member gets 
enough to eat. 

But the real complex-
ity of nature really doesn’t 
show itself until after a 
pack of wolves has killed 
their prey. I have seen this 
time and time again and it 
always amazes me. Within 
minutes of the kill, the first 
birds arrive. First to arrive 
are the ravens. These amaz-
ing birds often follow wolf 
packs around waiting for 
something to happen. They 
are very bold, and the entire 
family of ravens show up. 
It is not unusual to have 20 
or more ravens within the 
first 15 minutes.

More times than not, 
the wolves take a break and 
rest directly after taking 
down their prey. After all it 
takes a lot of energy to kill 
something that is 10 times 

your size, and you can only 
use your teeth to kill it. 

Next are the Black-
billed Magpies. These 
black-and-white birds with 
long tails sneak in between 
the ravens and grab what 
they can. 

Next are the Bald Ea-
gles. These birds usually 
push off the ravens and 
magpies and temporarily 
take over the carcass. 

Right after that is the 
Golden Eagle. They often 
fight with the Bald Eagles 
for a place at the table. 

Coyotes are never far 
away. There is no doubt 
they can smell the kill and 
literally come running as if 
someone rang a dinner bell. 
They approach slowly and 
cautiously, looking around 
and making sure the wolves 
aren’t too close. When they 
approach the carcass, they 
chase off the ravens, mag-
pies and eagles. 

Red Foxes are never 
too far behind the 

coyote. They stay 
away from the 

coyote and 
bid their 
time waiting 
for a chance 
to get in 
there and 

grab a bite to 
eat. And they 

always do make it 
in somehow.
The wolves often re-

turn and chase everyone 
off. They will eat quickly, 
and each wolf can consume 
up to 20 pounds of meat 
in one sitting. It doesn’t 
take very long and the only 
thing left is bones and some 
fur. Even the bones and fur 
are eventually used. Ab-
solutely nothing goes to 
waste in the natural world. 

Most of the time within 
24 to 48 hours everything is 
gone. Just a few remaining 
scraps and a stain of blood 
in the snow. It is amaz-
ing how so many other 
critters benefit from what 
the wolves do. Until next 
time…

Stan Tekiela is an au-
thor / naturalist and wild-
life photographer who 
travels the U.S. to study 
and capture images of wild-
life. He can be followed on 
Instagram.com, Facebook.
com, Twitter.com. You can 
contact him at his web page 
at www.NatureSmart.com

By Naturist 
Stan Tekiela

ON TUESDAY, JANUARY 18, 2022, a group of individuals representing several 
social justice and political activist organizations led by Wright County Indivisible 
peacefully assembled in front of Tom Emmer’s congressional office in Otsego. The 
pro-democracy group was supporting the right to vote legislation and called the 
event the “Every Vote Counts Rally.” The rally ended at 12:30 when representatives 
from the group met with Tom Emmer’s staff. Tom Emmer voted against the Right 
to Vote legislation. (Submitted Photo).

Right to Vote Rally
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cently proposed by the gov-
ernor. It also long overdue 
to provide 100% exemption 
from Social Security taxes for 
Minnesota’s seniors.”

Law Enforcement 
Support 
Another priority this year 

will be investments in public 
safety and initiatives to drive 
down crime. Senate Republi-
cans plan to quickly address 
the urgent need to increase 
Minnesota’s police presence 
while providing additional 
tools and resources to fight 
crime and recruit and retain 
police officers. Republicans 
will also continue to be tough 
on crime, and address failed 
progressive policies that re-
duce or eliminate bail. We 
will also introduce legislation 
increasing penalties for repeat 
offenders, carjackers, and 
crimes involving dangerous 
weapons.

Parents as 
Education Partners  
Finally, the closure of 

schools due to COVID has 
been an eye-opening expe-
rience for parents across the 
state. Across the nation, many 
parents have raised concerns 
about their kids’ education 
coming at the cost of political 
activism. To that end, Re-
publicans propose increasing 
transparency and accountabil-
ity in school to the parents, 
and empowering parents to be 
active partners in their child’s 
education. 

Senate Republicans have 
had control of the Senate 
since 2017 and consistently 
stopped harmful tax increases 
on working and low-income 
Minnesotans. We stabilized 
the health care market in 2017 
with the very successful rein-
surance program and passed 
record funding for students in 
schools. Senate republicans 
also continue to reduce bur-
densome regulations on Main 
Street businesses and sup-
port economic development 
across the state.

Submitted article

(Editor’s Note: The fol-
lowing article was submit-
ted by Sherburne County 
Sheriff’s Office.)

A Level 3 sex offender 
who was released from 
custody in September and 
briefly lived in Sherburne 

County is planning to move 
back to the county.

David John Kangas Jr., 
34, has served his prison 
sentence for sexually as-
saulting a teenage girl.

The state Department 
of Corrections on Wednes-
day informed the Sherburne 
County Sheriff’s Office that 

Kangas would be moving 
back to rural Princeton on 
Thursday in the vicinity of 
307th Ave. NW and 147th 
St.

The DOC also said that 
Kangas intends to relocate 
to another county in the 
near future so his stay in 
Sherburne County could be 

brief.
A community notifi-

cation meeting regarding 
Kangas was held in Zim-
merman on Sept. 21, after 
he was released from DOC 
custody. Another commu-
nity notification meeting 
has was held Monday, Jan. 
31 at the Zimmerman Pub-

lic Safety Building.
Because Kangas was 

designated a Level 3 sex 
offender, law enforcement 
is allowed to notify the 
public about this release 
and where he plans to live.

Level 3 sex offender plans to return to county
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Store Hours:
Mon-Fri - 10 am to 6 pm
Sat - 10 am to 4 pm, Sun closed

• New & Off-lease PCs and laptops
• On-site tech support (business or home)
• Computer & laptop repair (PC & Mac)
• Data Recovery
• Upgrades & Virus Removal
• Computer Tune-ups

Sales • Service • Support

320.654.9703
We Create Solutions!

2946 West Division Stree • Behind

Opinions/Sports News
PLANNING 
ON HAVING 

YOUR 
WINDOWS 
REPLACED 

THIS 
SUMMER?

Due to current conditions in the supply chain, 
manufacturing timeframes for new windows 

are now 4-5 months out!

DO NOT WAIT UNTIL SUMMER TO 
ORDER YOUR WINDOWS!

We will handle the whole project from start 
to finish. We are proudly offering Andersen 
Windows and Doors. Certified installers...

Made in the USA!

We are now available for measurements and 
provide FREE estimates! Call or email us to 

set up an appointment.

612-876-2679
office@landsonconstruction.com

License #: BC787654

You don’t have to choose.
Too many low-income Minnesotans have to choose between paying

their energy bill and other necessities – food, medicine and healthcare. 
Minnesota’s Energy Assistance Program offers eligible residents help 
to pay their energy bills so they do not have to choose between life’s 

necessities. Spread the word to your friends and family.

APPLY FOR ENERGY ASSISTANCE
www.tricap.org

1-888-765-5597

HEAT OR 

COMMERCE
DEPARTMENT

#MNNiceandWarm

FOOD

WESTWOOD VILLAGE APARTMENTS
SAVANNA AVE, ST. CLOUD, MN

• 2 BR $679, 3 BR $849
• Controlled Entrance
• w/Video Surveillance
• Section 8 Welcome
• Patio/Deck • D/W
• Microwave

Garage, Heat,
Water/Sewer & Trash

Included in Rent

• 1 BR - Beginning at $622 
• FREE Wi-Fi
• Heat, Electric & A/C
• Controlled Entrance
  w/Video Surveillance
• Elevator & Ramp
• Screened Patio
• Community Room
• Section 8 Welcome

Small Pets 
allowed in all 
Apartments!

RIVERSIDE APARTMENTS
Senior Apartment Community 55+

101 RIVERSIDE DR SE, ST. CLOUD, MN

WWW.STCLOUDHRA.COM
PLEASE CALL JOYCE 320- 252-0880

BEAUTIFUL APARTMENT LIVING 
AT A PRICE YOU CAN AFFORD

BEAUTIFUL APARTMENT LIVING 
AT A PRICE YOU CAN AFFORD

By Bill Morgan, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

The Becker Dance 
Team competed in their last 
regular-season competition 
at Monticello High School 
last Saturday. 

It was nearly a clean 
sweep for the Bulldogs in 
all divisions and categories 
with every team taking first 
place except varsity jazz 
losing the first place tie 
breaker to take second! 

“The 13 teams that 
competed on Saturday are 
13 of the 15 Becker will be 
seeing at the section tour-
nament on Feb. 5th,” said 
Head Coach, Nadia Fisch-
er-Danzeisen. “The team 
was ranked second but with 
beating the first place team, 
they’re looking to fight for 
the section championship 
spot.”

The coaches expressed 
their gratitude towards the 
JV and b-squad athletes 
and parents as this was their 
last event for the 2021-2022 

season. 
“I am so proud of how 

much growth the JV teams 
had this year,” said JV 
Head Coach, Autumn Mar-
tin. “I feel confident that 

several of them are ready to 
move up to the varsity level 
next year.” 

“The team that placed 
the most often this year was 
our b-squad Jazz team.,” 

said Assistant Coach, 
Megan Timm. “They’re the 
best b-squad team in the 
history of the program!” 

THE BECKER DANCE TEAM posed for a team photo in Monticello after nearly completing a clean sweep against 15 teams 
last Saturday. (Submitted Photo).

Becker dancers have 
great meet in Monticello

By Ken Francis,
Contributing Writer

The Big Lake wrestling 
team won another triangu-
lar meet last Tuesday, beat-
ing Mora and Albany by 
almost identical scores.

Against Mora, the Hor-
nets opened with two wins. 
At 106, Big Lake 56 Mora 
15. Ivan Lapointe pinned 
Stratton Nelson at 1:46 and 
Cash Sixberry beat An-
thony Nelson by major de-
cision, 17-9 at 113.

At 120, Mora’s Mason 
Nelson took a 12-8 decision 
over Cash Stortz.

Christian Noble pinned 
Carter Gmahl at 0:36 at 126 
before Mora’s Nathan Nel-
son beat Nolan Reiter, 12-5 

at 132.
At 138, Zack Smith 

won by forfeit.
Dillon Browen won by 

major over Avery Nelson, 
15-5 at 145.

Mora’s  Cole Gmahl 
won a close decision, 5-3 
over Carson Gellerman at 
152.

At 160, Tyler Dehmer 
pinned Josh Yates at 1:29.

Johnathon Murphy 
pinned Cael Sjodin at 1:27 
at 170.

At 182, Brett Bordwell 
pinned Brock Peterson at 
1:39.

Peter  Duncombe 
pinned Jared Yates at 2:54 
at 195.

Mora got its final 
points at 220 when Dyllon 

Adams pinned Rieley Mul-
len at 4:48.

Kane Lapointe closed 
out the scoring for the Hor-
nets with a pin of Ben Ever-
son at 0:46.

Final score was 56-15.
Big Lake beat Al-

bany, 59-15 in their other 
matchup.

Ivan Lapointe pinned 
Ean Hansen at 2:44.

 Cash Sixberry won by 
forfeit.

Cash Stortz beat Mason 
Geise by major decision, 
15-6.

Christian Noble won 
by forfeit.

Nolan Reiter pinned 
Carson Holthaus at 2:57.

Zack Smith won by 
major decision over Mason 

Plumski, 15-7.
Dillon Browen beat 

Spencer Kollmann, 6-2.
Carson Gellerman 

pinned Cole Moulzolf at 
4:04.

Tyler Dehmer pinned 
Peyton Krumrei at 6:01.

Johnathon Murphy 
won by forfeit.

Hunter Tate got Alba-
ny’s  first point with a pin 
of Brett Bordwell at 3:26.

Albany’s Declan 
Crumley beat Peter Dun-
combe, 8-1.    

Rieley Mullen got a 
win by forfeit before Alba-
ny’s Jacob Adrian pinned 
Kane Lapointe at 4:25.

Hornet wrestlers top Mora, Albany

Defending a MN Way of Life
(Editor’s Note: The fol-

lowing column was submitted 
by Rep. Tom Emmer.)

Happy February! 
We’re counting down the 
days until the Congressio-
nal Hockey Challenge later 
this month, and there’s still 
a lot to do before I can lace 
up my skates. The Demo-
crat-controlled House and 
Senate are currently staring 
down a potential govern-
ment shutdown, yet another 
massive spending bill, and 
now a retirement on the Su-
preme Court. 

Defending the MN 
Way of Life  
Last week, the Biden 

Administration dealt a dev-
astating blow to the live-
lihoods of thousands of 
Minnesotans. On Wednes-
day, the Department of In-
terior announced that they 
are canceling Twin Metals, 
Minnesota’s long-held, 
properly obtained leases to 
mine in the Iron Range.

The project has incred-
ible potential to re-invigo-
rate mining in Minnesota 
and provide Americans a 
sorely needed domestic 
source of critical miner-
als. Critical minerals are 
a resource indispensable 
to America’s military, na-
tional infrastructure, and 
economy. They’re used 
in everything from cell 
phones to solar panels, 
and yet America is almost 

wholly reliant on imports 
from countries like China 
and Russia for much of our 
supply

To make matters 
worse, our state stands to 
lose out on thousands of 
good-paying jobs related to 
the project. Sadly, this ac-
tion is just one of the Biden 
administration’s attempts 
to cancel projects that pro-
vide jobs and domestic pro-
duction of key resources 
– don’t forget, President 
Biden canceled the Key-
stone XL pipeline on his 
very first day in office.

This is a setback, but 
we’re not giving up on the 
potential for Minnesota’s 
mining future.

The “America 
Competes Act”  
This week, the House 

of Representatives is con-
sidering the “America 
Competes Act.” This mas-
sive bill, which was sup-

posed to help our nation 
stand up against the Chinese 
Communist Party, contains 
a laundry list of Democrat 
wish list items: it pours $8 
BILLION in an unaccount-
able UN climate slush fund, 
which has already awarded 
$100 million to China and 
spends millions to study 
coral reefs. 

The bill also does little 
to hold China accountable: 
the word “genocide” has 
been stripped from provi-
sions on human rights in 
Xinjiang, and it includes no 
measures to enforce sanc-
tions laws or bolster our 
national defense.

Ironically, one version 
of this supposedly anti-au-
thoritarian bill contained 
a provision which would 
give the Department of the 
Treasury unchecked au-
thority to block Americans’ 
digital currency worldwide. 
Just like last year’s Demo-
crat attempts to allow the 
IRS spy on the financial 
transactions of millions of 
law-abiding Americans, 
this is another disturbing 
step towards digital author-
itarianism. 

I will keep a close eye 
on this legislation, and any 
others that threaten our 
basic right to financial pri-
vacy and freedom.

Celebrating School 
Choice Week
Parents are the first and 

last word when it comes 
to their child’s education. 
School choice is essential to 
ensuring that families can 
select education options 
that align with children’s 
needs and strengths, along 
with their family’s values.

Last week marked Na-
tional School Choice Week, 
when parents and educators 
came together to reaffirm 
the importance of educa-
tional options for all K-12 
students. These include 
traditional public schools, 
public charter schools, 
magnet schools, private 
schools, online academies, 
and homeschooling. 

Research shows that 
school choice programs 
improve academic out-
comes for all students, save 
money, reduce crime, and 
help students graduate high 
school and enroll in college. 
Additionally, the stress of 
virtual learning and curric-
ulum concerns have made 
school choice more import-
ant than ever. 2021 was the 
best year ever for school 
choice, with a record num-
ber of states passing or ex-
panding school choice.

Families and educators 
both benefit when students 
have the freedom to at-
tend a school that fits their 
needs. I’m excited to see 
the importance of school 
choice be recognized.

By Congressman 
Tom Emmer

THE BIG LAKE BOYS (B61) 6TH 
GRADE BASKETBALL TEAM took first at 
the Princeton Tip Off tournament on 
Saturday, January 29th. They played 
against Dassel-Cokato, Grand Rap-
ids, and Chicago Lakes. Big Lake was 
3-0 in the tournament. The Hornets 
played with fast offense and aggres-
sive defense. Congratulations boys!! 
(Submitted photo.)
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Becker Sports News

Serving our customers for 65 years!
Located at Hwy. 23 East, West of Rollie’s & East of Arnold’s Equipment

We carry a variety of Ritchie 
Fountains, parts & accessories

We stock Ritchie  
parts & have 

most electric 
models on hand

Hayhuts: Protecting Your 
Large Bale Investment

On sale now for $975 
(includes one year warranty)

See us for your winter needs! SNow shovels, ice melter, clothing, 
sporting goods, toys, feed, & much More! We have quality Ace 

Hardware tools & a wide selection of small engine parts

We stock Hayhuts - All weather enclosed pasture hay 
feeder - the ultimate money saver! Saves hay, money 
& time. Easy to move, no tractor required. Does not 

rust! Made in North America.

CONGRATULATIONS to (L to R) Ben Dumonceaux (Baseball- Hamline University), Jacob Bergsten (Baseball- Dakota Wes-
leyan University) and Brady Taylor (Bethany Lutheran College) for signing their Letters of Intent to attend college and play 
in their respective sports next year. Becker Schools is very proud of all that they have accomplished so far as Bulldogs and the 
school wishes them all the best as they take the next steps in their lives after they graduate from BHS. (Submitted Photo).

LOI signings at Becker

By Mark Kolbinger,
Contributing Writer

The Becker Bull-
dogs boys basketball team 
played host for last Monday 
night’s border battle against 
the Big Lake Hornets, and 
for the first half it was all 
Becker, as Coach Josh 
Ihrke’s team jumped to a 
48-32 halftime lead.  

However, in the sec-
ond half the Hornets made 
a valiant comeback effort, 
narrowing the gap to single 
digits before Becker stead-
ied the ship and sailed away 
with a 79-65 win.

“We started off the first 
half really distributing the 
ball well and attacking the 
paint with purpose,” Ihrke 
said. “It was fun to see our 
defense force them into 
tough shots and we exe-
cuted at a high level.”

Becker showed great 
overall offensive balance 
all night, as eight differ-

ent players scored for the 
Bulldogs, including three 
in double figures. De-
spite the big halftime lead, 
Ihrke knew that the Hor-
nets would make a bid for 
a comeback in the second 
half.

“It is always a battle 
with Big Lake and they 
made a nice push but it was 
great to get the win,” Ihrke 
said. “Julias Hendricks put 
together a nice game on 
both ends of the floor for 
us.”

Hendricks ended the 
game with 14 points for 
the Bulldogs, including a 
4-for-8 performance from 
beyond the arc. Joining 
him in double figures were 
Alex Weiss with 15 points, 
and Brady Paumen with 18 
points and 14 rebounds.

For the game, the Bull-
dogs’ shooting prowess was 
the big difference, as they 
hit 51% of their shots to the 
Hornets’ 35%. Becker also 
dominated the paint, scor-
ing 50 points in the lane to 
Big Lake’s 30.

Neither team suffered 
from foul trouble, as both 
clubs were whistled for just 
13 personals in the game.

The loss dropped the 
Hornets to 6-7 overall and 
1-3 in the conference, while 
Becker improved to 3-2 in 
the M8 and 9-4 overall.

Becker scoring: Alex 
Weiss, 15; Nick Berglund, 

seven; Julias Hendricks, 
14; Ryan Bengtson, six; 
Hayden Harmoning, nine 
(four assists); Eric Seavert, 
six (eight rebounds); Brady 
Paumen, 18, Carter Calla-
han, four.

Big Lake scoring: 
Carson Kunz, eight (seven 
rebounds); Owen Lay-
ton, five; Kyle Segner, 
two; Kade Layton, 20; Joe 
Stepp, 12; Johnny O’Brien, 
13; Hayden Thiele, two; 
Nolan Miller, three.

Tigers
A week ago last Friday, 

the Bulldogs suffered a loss 
to M8 leader Princeton, as 
the Tigers used a big first 
half push and then held on 
for a 86-75 win.

Haydn Stay had a big 
night for the Tigers, pour-
ing in 21 points, as his team 
led at halftime 52-35. A big 
difference in the game was 
the Bulldogs’ 21 turnovers, 
which the Tigers turned 
into 23 points.

Becker was led by Alex 
Weiss, as the guard scored 
19 points and added 10 re-
bounds for a double-double. 
Eric Seavert also notched 
a double-double with 18 
points and 12 Rebounds, 
while Brady Paumen added 
18 points for the Bulldogs.

Becker scoring: Alex 
Weiss, 19; Tristan Pickwall, 
three; Julias Hendricks, 
seven; Ryan Bengtson, 
three; Hayden Harmoning, 

five (nine rebounds); Eric 
Seavert, 18; Brady Paumen, 
18; Landen Goebel, two.

Storm
Last Monday night, 

the boys dropped a very 
close game to the Sauk 
Rapids-Rice Storm, 70-68.  
The Storm hit a very diffi-
cult shot at the end to sneak 
away with the victory.

The stats for the game 
were extremely close in 
most categories, but the 
Bulldogs did turn the ball 
over four more times than 
their opponent.

The Bulldogs’ Julias 
Hendricks led all scorers 
in the game with 18 points, 
including a 6-for-10 per-
formance from beyond the 
three point arc.

Becker scoring: Weiss, 
seven (four steals, six aus-
issts); Berglund, two; Hen-
dricks, 18; Harmoning, six; 
Seavert, 17; Paumen, 14; 
Callahan, four.

Magic
Last Friday, the team 

dropped a contest to the 
Monticello Magic, 75-85.

Becker was down by 12 
at halftime and came back 
with a nice performance to 
outscore the Magic by two 
points in the second half.

Scoring: Weiss, 11; 
Berglund, 17; Hendricks, 
six; Bengtson, five; Har-
moning, six; Seavert, 14; 
Paumen, 14; Callahan, two.

Season Check-in
As the Bulldogs close 

out the first half of the sea-
son, Ihrke has been pleased 
with what he has witnessed 
from his team so far.

“So far in the season 
it has been really fun to 
see the development of 
the team and throughout 
the whole program,” Ihrke 
said. “We are continuing to 
improve on both ends of the 
floor and are engaging of-
fensively and defensively. 
When we distribute the ball 
and make open shots we are 
going to be a tough oppo-
nent every night.”

Bulldog boys hound 
Hornets, 79-65

BIG LAKE’S KADE LAYTON lofted a shot from the baseline as Becker defenders 
(from left) Julias Hendricks, Carter Callahan and Hayden Harmoning closed into 
the lane. (Photo by Mark Kolbinger.)

BECKER’S ALEX WEISS gets ready to advance the ball up court against the 
defensive pressure of the Hornets’ Kade Layton. (Photo by Mark Kolbinger.)

By Mark Kolbinger,
Contributing Writer

The evidence is in and 
it’s been declared official: 
the Becker girls basketball 
team is on a roll. With three 
wins racked up over the 
past week, including their 
50th straight Mississippi 
8 Conference win, Coach 
Dan Baird and his team 
are starting to gel with just 
three weeks left in the reg-
ular season.

“Our team is playing 
really well right now,” 
Baird said after the last of 
the three wins. “I hope we 
can sustain this as we ap-
proach the end of the sea-
son.”

The recent hot streak 
started last Thursday 
against Monticello, 
as the team picked 
up its 50th consec-
utive victory over 
a conference op-
ponent with a 
76-45 win over 
the Magic.

Baird said 
his team didn’t 
play their best 
game, yet the 
outcome was never 
in doubt as the Bulldogs 
raced to a 41-21 halftime 
lead.

“We did have only 
11 turnovers, as anything 
under 12 is ideal,” Baird 
said. “We hit 11 threes, and 
anything over 10 is good.  
We also didn’t foul much, 
nine, which is below our 
goal of 13. We won this 
game but didn’t play our 
best – we just weren’t very 
crisp.”

Defensively, Baird had 
his team on the move, as 
they picked up 17 steals to 
the Magic’s six.

“Lexi Rose had a nice 
game, with 14 points on 
6-for-11 shooting, six re-
bounds, three assists, and 
zero turnovers,” Baird said.  
“Addy Kent led our team in 
scoring with 17, to go along 
with six rebounds.”

Scoring: Dani Nuest, 
15; Maren Westin, 12; Han-
nah Dierkes, three; Ayla 
Brown, 11; Adeline Kent, 
17 (six rebounds); Alexa 
Voller, two; Alexis Rose 
14; Liz Mackedanz, two 
(seven rebounds).

Community Clash

Last Saturday, the 
Bulldogs traveled to STMA 
to participate in the Break-
down’s Community Clash, 
and came away with a stel-
lar performance against the 
Waconia Wildcats, winning 
88-47.

“We played a great 
game against a quality op-
ponent,” Baird said.  “We 
had only nine turnovers 
and our defense was sti-
fling in half court man! We 
had four girls score over 17 
points, so that is hard to de-
fend!”

Becker’s speed was 
just too much for Waconia, 
as Becker posted 50 points 
in the second half as they 
wore down their opponent.

The Bulldogs held a 
2 7 - 2 advantage in 

transition 
po in t s , 

while also 
scoring 32 points off 23 
Waconia turnovers. The 
Bulldogs were also on tar-
get, shooting over 49% 
from the field in the game.

Becker Scoring: Nuest, 
21; Westin, 17; Dierkes, 
two; Brown, 19 (seven as-
sists); Kent, 17; Voller, 
three; Rose, nine.

Roseville
Monday night, it was 

another road contest against 
a Class AAAA school as 
the Bulldogs traveled to 
pick up a 76-60 win over 
the Roseville Raiders.

The Raiders came into 
the game with a high rank-
ing and a great deal of ex-
perience against some of 
the top teams in the state, 
but Baird said his crew was 
up for the challenge.

“It was a great game 
for us against a team with 
165 QRF compared to our 
131,” Baird said, referring 
to the Quality Results For-
mula, which ranks teams 
according to their record 
while taking into account 
strength of schedule.  

“Even though Roseville is 
a nice defensive team, our 
girls consistently scored 
throughout the game even 
when we were struggling 
to stop them. In short, we 
never had a drought.”

Becker was on fire 
from three point range, 
hitting 10 of 20 shots from 
deep, while holding the 
Raiders to a 6-for-32 per-
formance from beyond the 
arc.

Once again, the Bull-
dogs were able to make 
the halftime adjustments 
needed to extend their lead 
in the second half.

“We struggled early 
with post defense and drib-
ble penetration, but did 
well adjusting to this and 
defended well in the sec-
ond half,” Baird said. “Our 
offense was relentless at at-
tacking the basket and shar-
ing the basketball. Maren 
Westin scored 20 points to 
go with 12 rebounds, and 
this rebounding really 

sparked the team in the 
second half.”

With the win, 
Becker moved to 14-3 

on the season and Baird ex-
pects his team to regain the 
#1 ranking in Class AAA.

Becker scoring: Nuest, 
15 (six assists); Westin, 
20 (12 rebounds); Brown, 
nine; Kent, 14; Rose, 16; 
Mackedanz, two.

Bulldog girls hoopsters gain 
momentum with 3 wins
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By Mark Kolbinger,
Contributing Writer

It was a raucous atmo-
sphere last Thursday as the 
Becker wrestling team hosted 
Big Lake in a Hwy. 10 border 
battle with the top spot in the 
Mississippi 8 Conference on 
the line. With a wild crowd 
cheering on every turn in the 
matches, the #5 state ranked 
Hornets jumped out to a 
big lead before the #3 state 
ranked Bulldogs came from 
behind to win the final four 
matches to post a 37-26 win.

“It was a great atmo-
sphere to wrestle in,” Bulldog 
coach Travis Holt said after 
the match.  “Two high level 
teams competing in a packed 
gym, filled with passionate 
fans... it doesn’t get any better 
than that.”

Big Lake jumped to a 
3-0 lead at 106 with an Ivan 
Pointe decision victory, and 
that was followed by a 113 
pound match that highlighted 
the rivalry and foreshadowed 
the back-and-forth battles that 
would follow all night.

Becker’s Kaden Nicolas 
and the Hornets’ Cash Six-
berry wrestled to a 5-5 tie and 

went to overtime in a match 
ultimately won, 6-5, by Nico-
las, as he successfully rode 
the top position until time ex-
pired.  The result led to a 3-3 
tie in the team points, and a 
feeling by the fans that it was 
going to be a close match all 
night.

Becker next took a brief 
lead, 7-3, after a Landen Ku-
jawa major decision at 120 
before the Hornets ripped off 
four straight wins to assume a 
commanding 23-7 advantage 
that left the Bulldog side of 
the gym in a bit of disbelief.  
But the Bulldogs weren’t 
done, as a Mason Doucette 
injury default win at 152 fol-
lowed by an Adam Jurek 6-4 
decision win at 160 brought 
the Bulldogs back to within 
16-23.

This time, it was the 
Hornets who answered, as 
Johnathon Murphy maneu-
vered a 9-6 decision win at 
170 to extend the Hornet lead 
to 16-26. However, it would 
be the last match the Hornets 
would win, as the Bulldogs 
reeled off wins in the last four 
matches to seal the win.

Dyaln Weber pinned his 
opponent in the second period 

to pull Becker to within 22-26 
and Joe Goth followed with a 
9-5 decision to bring Becker 
to within 25-26.

Becker’s Dylan Kolby 
maneuvered for a pin in the 
opening seconds of the sec-
ond period at 220 and the 
Bulldogs had the lead 31-
26.  That left the 285 pound 
match, where Becker’s 
Bryce Kuschel would face 
off against Big Lake’s Kane 
Lapointe, with the packed 
gymnasium standing and 
cheering to see who would 
emerge victorious. Kuschel 
was able to execute his pin-
ning combination 30 seconds 
into the second period and the 
Bulldogs had completed the 
comeback for a 37-26 win 
and sole possession of the top 
spot in the Mississippi 8.

“The victory was truly 
a team effort. Every one of 
our wrestlers battled for their 
teammates, knowing every 
point matters,” Holt said. 
“Even if the outcome of their 
own match wasn’t pleasing, 
they needed to bounce back 
and support their team. They 
did that well.”

Both teams left the gym 
knowing full well that a re-

match in the section tourna-
ment is a distinct possibility.

“We still have much to 
work on, in preparation of 
the remainder of the season, 
but we will be ready to battle, 
come postseason,” Holt said.

Complete match re-
sults: 

106: Ivan Lapointe (BL) 
over Bennett Kujawa (13-8 
dec.). 

113: Kaden Nicolas 
(Bec) over Cash Sixberry 
(6-5 OT dec.). 

120: Landen Kujawa 
(Bec) over. Cash Stortz   
(17-5 maj. dec.).

126: Christian Noble 
(BL) over Nolan Muellner 
(fall :29). 

132: Nolan Reiter (BL) 
over Drew May (tech fall 19-
3).

138: Zack Smith (BL) 
over Ethan Duncombe (9-6 
dec.). 

145: Dillon Browen 
(BL) over Ethan Anderson 
(fall 3:26). 

152: Mason Doucette 
(Bec) over Dante Visci (in-
jury default). 

160: Adam Jurek (Bec) 
over Tyler Dehmer (6-4 dec.). 

170: Johnathon Murphy 

(BL) over Tyson Ricker (9-6 
dec.). 

182: Dylan Weber (Bec) 
over Gauge Hoffman (fall 
3:29). 

195: Joe Goth (Bec) over 
Brett Bordwell (9-5 dec.). 

220: Dylan Kolby (Bec) 
over Rieley Mullen (fall 
2:22); 

285: Bryce Kuschel 
(Bec) over Kane Lapointe 
(fall 2:30).

Veldman Invite
Saturday, the Bulldogs 

wrestled in the South St. Paul 
Veldman Invite, a tournament 
named after their long-time 
A.D.  Becker had five wres-
tlers win their weight class en 
route to finishing in first place 
as a team with 255 points, just 
ahead of the St. Francis squad 
(249.5).

Individual champions for 
the Bulldogs included Kaden 
Nicolas (113), Landen Ku-
jawa (120), Mason Doucette 
(152), Tyson Ricker (170) 
and Bryce Kuschel (285).

Ryan Boecker (132) was 
a runner up in his class, as 
was Adam Jurek (160) and 
Dylan Kolby (220).

BECKER’S BRYCE KUSCHEL takes the upper hand in the 285 pound match, as the referee gets ready to slap the mat, much to the delight of the Becker fans in the background.  The win in the final match secured 
the Bulldogs’ team win in their Hwy. 10 rivalry match against the Big Lake Hornets. (Photo by Mark Kolbinger.)

Bulldog matmen come from behind 
to edge Hornets for M8 top spot

It’s  Tullibee time!
A forgotten sporty fish 

with a small but strong fol-
lowing — especially among 
ice anglers in Minnesota.  A 
fast fighter, finicky but ag-
gressive, fun to catch and 
an awesome table fare fish 
— mainly smoked, but awe-
some in a fry pan as well.  
And don’t forget snack dips 
and hearty soups!  Found in 
many of Minnesota’s deep 
clear cold lakes, the tullibee 
(aka Cisco, Herring, Lake 
Herring) is a sign that a lake 
is a healthy body of water. 
They are mainly found in 
lakes scattered throughout 
North Central/Northern 
Minnesota. There are over 
600 lakes in Minnesota that 
house tullibees.  Some prime 
examples are Leech Lake, 
Mille Lacs, Big Sand/Kabe-
kona (Hubbard County), 
Cass, and Ten Mile (Cass 
County). Catching these 
silver bullets can be 
done throughout the 
open water season, 
but the late ice period 
(which is approach-
ing fast) is prime 
time!  And the beauty 
is, the techniques to 
catch tullibee are fairly 
simple.

Late ice tullibees can 
be found roaming deep holes 
implanted throughout a lake’s 
main basin.  These types of 
holes are the easiest to spot 
on a good lake map or chart.  
I like to look for main lake 
basins in the 25-30 foot range 
with a “donut hole” stuck 
inside the basin.  I hope that 
makes sense.  These “donut 

holes” can range from 30-
70+ ft. deep – making them 
easy to spot to the untrained 
eye.  tullibee are roaming 
fish, like salmon. Since I have 
a Garmin Livescope, I simply 
drill one 

h o l e 
and scan the hole from a 
couple of different locations. 
If there are any number of 
tullibee using the area, they 
will show up on the screen 
– and spill the beans on what 

depth your bait should be 
placed. Another way to find 
the fish can be done by sim-
ply walking around with your 
flasher (Vexilar) and shooting 
through the ice until a basic 
area with fish is found. At that 
point, drill a bunch  of holes 
covering a fairly large area so 
that the “hole hopping” can 
begin.  Even though these 
fish move around quickly, 
they will roam “certain 
areas” of a given deep hole 
or basin.  They feast on in-
sect larva in areas made up 
of primarily a mud bottom. 
That’s important – mud and 
insects. Do they eat some 
minnows? I have found them 
in the stomachs, so yes, but 
primarily insects and larva.  
These fish are typically sus-

pended, but can also be 
found along the bottom 

– so good electronics 
can be a huge time 
saver when try-
ing to determine 
what depths to 
actually put 
your presenta-
tion. They can 
also be found 
roaming deep 

wide open mud 
basins. Without 

natural road blocks/
barriers (like the walls 

of the donut hole”), they 
are much more difficult to pin 
down, so I personally try to 
concentrate on the deep mud 
filled “donut holes.” Getting 
hungry yet?  

If it helps, it’s similar 
to fishing mid-winter crap-
pies in the deep holes found 

in the center of many lakes. 
Another give away to where 
the concentrations of tullibees 
are found is where the masses 
of anglers are found. It’s typ-
ically a good clue if there are 
75 anglers standing on the ice 
in a large group in the middle 
of the lake – especially on a 
warm March day! I hardly 
ever promote following peo-
ple, but this is an exception to 
that rule. 

Now what? Get out the 
tackle box! Flutter spoons, 
ice flies, wax worms, and slip 
bobbers are all you need to 
catch a tullibee. Simple and 
cheap—just the way I like it. I 
use a two rod approach (since 
two lines are allowed while 
ice fishing in Minnesota). 
One presentation is used as 
the attractor and trigger.   The 
fishing rod that is in my hand 
90% of the time is the flutter 
spoon / fly rig.  The reel is 
spooled with 6-8 lb. monofil-
ament due to the stress caused 
by the flutter spoon. First, you 
will need to get your hand on 
a flutter spoon or two. I sim-
ply dive into my great lakes 
trout/salmon trolling spoon 
box and pic out a couple ham-
mered silver trolling spoons 
(around three inches long), 
take the treble hook off, and 
then attach a 18”-30” mono-
filament (4-6 lb.) leader. The 
length of the leader that works 
best seems to vary from day 
to day, but I’d say 24” is a 
consistent length – but do not 
be afraid to experiment espe-
cially if fish are rushing the 
bait and not committing. At 
the end of the leader is some 

kind of ice jig/fly with rubber 
or hairy “legs” that you prob-
ably use for catching crappies 
and bluegills. I lean towards 
insect colors like grey, black, 
or brown to start with. There 
are times when a little bright-
ness helps too. Tip the ice 
fly with a wax worm. Done.  
Work the bait with steady up-
ward 2-4 ft. pulls, letting the 
spoon flutter back down and 
settle for about 10-15 sec-
onds. Repeat. The fish will 
come out of nowhere and 
smack the ice fly. Fish on!

The other presentation 
is the classic dead stick ap-
proach sitting on the ice in the 
hole next to you—approx. 
3-4 ft. away-but easily within 
reach. The dead stick rod is 
rigged with six lb. monofil-
ament line (I’m a Berkley 
Trilene XL fan), a small split 
shot, a small ice ant, slip bob-
ber, and again tipped with a 
wax worm.  It’s nothing but a 
slip bobber panfish rig with a 
little heavier line to help with 
the fight. Simply set the bait at 
the depth the fish are roaming 
at and let it sit – dead. Once 
in a while, jig the bait – and 
keep a close eye on that bob-
ber! The simple two punch 
works in tandem as the flut-
ter spoon will attract the fish 
from a great distance to the 
two options – the dead stick 
or the spoon fly rig. It varies 
from day to day on which bait 
the fish will actually hit – the 
spoon or the dead 

By Captain 
Josh Hagermeister

Submitted article

(Editor’s Note: The fol-
lowing article was submit-
ted by Becker Schools.)

Congratulations to 
the two Becker wrestlers, 
Boston Kuschel and Owen 
Angell, that represented 
Becker in the Minnesota 
Ninth Grade (and under) 
Wrestling League State 
Tournament Saturday in 
Champlin Park. 

Both wrestlers had 
some great impressive wins 
Saturday in the single-class 
wrestling league with com-
petitive teams across the 
state (with more than 130 
schools). They both join the 

growing group of 30 Becker 
place-winners within the 
history of the league.  

• Boston Kuschel re-
corded two Technical Falls, 
a Major Decision, and a Pin 
in his route to fifth place at 
94-lbs. 

• Owen Angell re-
corded Three Pins and a 
Decision as he achieved the 
status of state champion at 
145-lbs! 

Owen becomes just 
the fourth Becker ninth 
grade wrestling league state 
champion. Owen shares 
that elite list with Zack 
Zimmer (2011), Cory Nel-
son (2009), and Russ Lum-
ley Jr. (2002). 

Becker’s Kuschel, Angell represent school at state
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OAK PARK
CREAMERY

See us for all your feed 
needs. Hubbard, Heims, 
Purina & Oak Park brand 
feeds. Crystalyx tubs. We 
specialize in small orders 
of custom made feed. RR 
Corn $194.00/Bag. EN-
LIST E3 Soybeans $50.00/
Bag.

OAK PARK CREAMERY
16623 Ironwood Rd NE

Oak Park, MN
320-968-7864

Farm Supplies

NOTICE: Outdoor Furnace, 
Parts and Supplies, High 
demand and limited avail-
ability. Plan and look ahead. 
Reserve now to have one 
for this summer or fall instal-
lation. We feature Central 
Boiler furnaces and products 
for complete installation. We 
have Financing available, 
26% Tax Credit available on 
some models. Reserve today  
Class-Act Outdoor Furnace 
763-972-6255                              
________________________

Outdoor Furnaces

AUTOMOBILES
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK 
TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. 
Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax Deduct-
ible, Free Towing, All Paperwork 
Taken Care Of. CALL 1-855-977-
7030 (mcn)

DONATE YOUR CAR TO 
CHARITY. Receive maximum 
value of write off for your taxes. 
Running or not! All conditions ac-
cepted. Free pickup. Call for details. 
855-752-6680 (mcn)

CASH FOR CARS! We buy all 
cars! Junk, high-end, totaled – it 
doesn’t matter! Get free towing and 
same day cash! NEWER MODELS 
too! Call 1-855-548-5240 (mcn)

SAVE MONEY ON EXPENSIVE 
AUTO REPAIRS! Our vehicle 
service program can save you up to 
60% off dealer prices and provides 
you excellent coverage! Call for a 
free quote: 877-385-3047 (Mon-Fri 
:9am-4pm PST) (mcn)

CABLE/INTERNET
DIRECTV for $69.99/mo for 12 
months with CHOICE Package. 
Watch your favorite live sports, 
news & entertainment anywhere. 
One year of HBO Max FREE. Di-
rectv is #1 in Customer Satisfaction 
(JD Power & Assoc.) Call for more 
details! (some restrictions apply) 
Call 1-866-296-1409.(mcn)

Earthlink High Speed Internet. As 
Low As $49.95/month (for the first 3 
months.) Reliable High Speed Fiber 
Optic Technology. Stream Videos, 
Music and More! Call Earthlink 
Today 1-855-679-7096. (mcn)

DISH Network. $64.99 for 190 
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet, 
$19.99/mo. (where available.) 
Switch & Get a FREE $100 Visa 
Gift Card. FREE Voice Remote. 
FREE HD DVR. FREE Streaming 
on ALL Devices. Call today! 1-855-
434-0020 (mcn)

BEST SATELLITE TV with 2 
Year Price Guarantee! $59.99/mo 
with 190 channels and 3 months free 
premium movie channels! Free next 
day installation! Call 855-824-1258. 
(mcn)

DirecTV Satellite TV Service 
Starting at $59.99/month! Free In-
stallation! 160+ channels available. 
Call Now to Get the Most Sports & 
Entertainment on TV! 844-558-1767 
(mcn)

EDUCATION
COMPUTER & IT TRAINING 
PROGRAM! Train ONLINE to get 
the skills to become a Computer & 
Help Desk Professional now! Grants 
and Scholarships available for 
certain programs for qualified ap-
plicants. Call CTI for details! 1-844-
843-2771 (mcn)

TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDI-
CAL BILLING! Become a Medical 
Office Professional online at CTI! 
Get Trained, Certified & ready to 
work in months! Call 833-751-0776. 
(M-F 8am-6pm ET) (mcn)

EMPLOYMENT/HELP WANTED
Dakotaland Transportation Inc. 
is in search of cabinet haulers that 
are willing to travel the great USA 
and be home weekly. – Must have a 
Class A CDL. We have great bene-
fits: health, dental, vision, life, sup-
plementary, simple iras. Come join 
this great big happy family. Call 
800-822-2703 (mcn)

FINANCIAL
STOP worrying! SilverBills elim-
inates the stress and hassle of bill 
payments. All household bills guar-
anteed to be paid on time, as long 
as appropriate funds are available. 
Computer not necessary. Call for a 
FREE trial or a custom quote today. 
SilverBills 1-866-918-0981(mcn)

The COVID crisis has cost us all 
something. Many have lost jobs and 
financial security. Have $10K In 
Debt? Credit Cards. Medical Bills. 
Car Loans. Call NATIONAL DEBT 
RELIEF! We can help! Get a FREE 
debt relief quote: Call 1-866-552-
0649.(mcn)

HEALTH & MEDICAL
Green Roads’ Pain Relief Cream. 
Great for backaches, arthritis, mus-
cle aches & more. Get pain relief 
exactly where you need it most. Use 
code: PAIN to get three FREE gifts! 
Visit http://greencbdtoday.com/mid-
west (mcn)

Stroke and Cardiovascular disease 
are leading causes of death, accord-
ing to the American Heart Associa-
tion. Screenings can provide peace 
of mind or early detection! Contact 
Life Line Screening to schedule your 
screening. Special offer - 5 screen-
ings for just $149. Call 1-866-742-
7290 (mcn)

Portable Oxygen Concentrator 
May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mobil-
ity with the compact design and 
long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 844-716-
2411.(mcn)

50 Blue Pills for only $99.00! Plus 
S&H. Discreet, Save $500.00 Now! 
Call Today. 1-855-917-5790 (mcn)

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 350 plus 
procedures. Real dental insurance 
- NOT just a discount plan. Do not 
wait! Call now! Get your FREE 
Dental Information Kit with all 
the details! 855-973-9175 www.
dental50plus.com/https://www.den-
tal50plus.com/midwest #6258 (mcn)

Aloe Care Health, medical alert 
system. The most advanced med-
ical alert product on the market. 
Voice-activated! No wi-fi needed! 
Special offer! Call and mention offer 
code CARE20 to get $20 off Mobile 
Companion. Call today! 1-855-654-
1926. (mcn)

Hero takes the stress out of man-
aging medications. Hero sorts and 
dispenses meds, sends alerts at dose 
times and handles prescription re-
fill and delivery for you. Starting 
at $24.99/month. No initiation fee. 
90-day risk-FREE trial! Call 1-855-
484-6339.(mcn)

INCOME OPPORTUNITIES
Become a published author! Pub-
lications sold at all major secular 
& specialty Christian bookstores. 
CALL Christian Faith Publishing 
for your FREE author submission 
kit. 1-888-981-5761 (mcn)

MISCELLANEOUS
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 10% 
Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-855-577-1268. Promo Code 285. 
(mcn)

GENERAC Standby Generators 
provide backup power during utility 
power outages, so your home and 
family stay safe and comfortable. 
Prepare now. Free 7-year extended 
warranty ($695 value!). Request a 
free quote today! Call for additional 
terms and conditions. 1-877-228-
5789 (mcn)

Wesley Financial Group, LLC 
Timeshare Cancellation Experts. 
Over $50,000,000 in timeshare debt 
and fees cancelled in 2019. Get free 
informational package and learn 
how to get rid of your timeshare! 
Free consultations. Over 450 pos-
itive reviews. Call 877-326-1608. 
(mcn)

Looking for assisted living, mem-
ory care, or independent living? A 
Place for Mom simplifies the process 
of finding senior living at no cost to 
your family. Call 1-877-580-3710 
today! (mcn)

The Generac PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery storage system. SAVE 
money, reduce your reliance on the 
grid, prepare for power outages and 
power your home. Full installation 
services available. $0 Down Financ-
ing Option. Request a FREE, no 
obligation, quote today. Call 1-877-
381-3059. (mcn)

LONG DISTANCE MOVING: 
Call today for a FREE QUOTE 
from America’s Most Trusted Inter-
state Movers. Let us take the stress 
out of moving! Speak to a Reloca-
tion Specialist, call 877-327-0795. 
(mcn)

FREE AUTO INSURANCE 
QUOTES for uninsured and insured 
drivers. Let us show you how much 
you can save! Call 855-995-2382 
(mcn)

NEED NEW FLOORING? Call 
Empire Today® to schedule a 
FREE in-home estimate on Carpet-
ing & Flooring. Call Today! 844-
785-0305 (mcn)

UPDATE YOUR HOME with 
Beautiful New Blinds & Shades. 
FREE in-home estimates make 
it convenient to shop from home. 
Professional installation. Top qual-
ity - Made in the USA. Call for free 
consultation: 866-970-3073. Ask 
about our specials! (mcn)

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. 
EASY, ONE DAY updates! We 
specialize in safe bathing. Grab bars, 
no slip flooring & seated showers. 
Call for a free in-home consultation: 
855-836-2250. (mcn)

Never Pay For Covered Home Re-
pairs Again! Complete Care Home 
Warranty COVERS ALL MAJOR 
SYSTEMS AND APPLIANCES. 
30 DAY RISK FREE. $200.00 OFF 
+ 2 FREE Months! 1-844-596-1237. 
Hours Mon-Thu, Sun : 9:30 am to 
8:00 pm Fri : 9:30 am to 2:00 pm (all 
times Eastern). (mcn)

Need IRS Relief $10K - $125K+ 
Get Fresh Start or Forgiveness Call 
1-877-258-1647 Monday through 
Friday 7AM-5PM PST (mcn)

Never clean your gutters again! 
Affordable, professionally installed 
gutter guards protect your gutters 
and home from debris and leaves 
forever! For a FREE Quote call: 
877-761-1449 (mcn)

PROTECT YOUR HOME AND 
FAMILY with Vivint Smart 
Home. Call 866-243-6022 today to 
receive a FREE $50 GIFTCARD 
with your purchase. Use promo 
code: FREE50 (mcn)

VACATION/TRAVEL
DISCOUNT AIR TRAVEL. Call 
Flight Services for best pricing on 
domestic & international flights 
inside and from the US. Serving 
United, Delta, American & South-
west and many more airlines. Call 
for free quote now! Have travel 
dates ready! 877-375-4670. (mcn)

WANT TO BUY
PAYING TOP CA$H FOR 
MEN’S SPORT WATCHES! 
Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek 
Philippe, Heuer, Daytona, GMT, 
Submariner, Speedmaster.. Call: 
866-314-9742. (mcn)

TOP CA$H PAID FOR OLD 
GUITARS! 1920-1980 Gibson, 
Martin, Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone, 
Guild, Mosrite, Rickenbacker, Prai-
rie State, D’Angelico, Stromberg. 
And Gibson Mandolins / Banjos. 
866-470-1643. (mcn)

DESKTOPS AND LAPTOP 
REPAIR. On-site or drop off. 
Computer cleanup - upgrades. 
Big Lake, 763-263-7070.
________________________

Computers

FREE
ADULT BASIC ED & GED

CLASSES
GED Test Preparation

It’s never too late to learn!

Call Community Ed for more 
information 763-261-4506

Tuesdays from 6-8:30 PM
Becker High School Library

(Enter Door #11)
No need to Pre-Register,

 just come to class!

Adult Basic Ed. Minnesota Newspaper Association Classifieds

MURPHY
CHEVROLET

New & Used Cars & Trucks
(320) 968-6239

www.murphychevrolet.com

Automotive

220 USED CARS to choose 
from. We also BUY used cars. 
Guaranteed Approval! Brandl 
Auto Connection, 559 Hwy 10, 
St. Cloud (next to the red barn 
Dairy Queen). 320-229-1900. 
Apply online at: 
www.BrandlAutoConnection.com
________________________

Used Cars

Young @ Heart

3rd Thurs. Each MonTh, 
11:30 Lunch and PrograM
rEjoicE LuThEran church 

cLEarwaTEr, Mn

Seniors

STUDIO 
APARTMENT

In Becker for rent De-
cember 1st at Pineview 
Apartments. Clean, quiet 
& well maintained. $595/
month, includes water, 
heat, garbage, & parking 
space. Requirements for 
rent are based on a full 
background check, no 
prior evictions or crimi-
nal record. Minimum re-
quirements of income & 
rental history apply. 

No pets. 
If interested call Todd at 
612-616-0984.

Studio Apartment

Game Time

February - Sherburne County - Health & Human Services - Classes are as follows:
Car Seat Distribution Classes
Mon., Feb. 7, 2022 6-7:30pm, & Wed., Feb. 23, 2022 9:30-11am at the Sherburne County Government Center, 13880 Business Center Drive NW, Elk River.  
If eligible, residents of Sherburne County can receive a car seat for a $20 suggested donation. Call to find out income guidelines (families who are on WIC 
or children on medical assistance are automatically eligible). Call for an appointment or more information, 763-765-4112 or 1-800-433-5239.
First Steps Central MN Personal Nurses
Benton, Sherburne, Stearns & Wright Co. have a team of Personal Nurses who connect with families that are pregnant or recently had a baby. Our Nurses 
offer support & information to be the best parent you can be, have a safe, loving home for you & your baby, connect to resources in your community to 
get things needed for your baby, & find ways to continue your education & develop job skills. The program is at no cost to you. Call 763-276-0441 or visit 
www.firststepscentralmn.org for more information.
HIV testing
Free & confidential testing is available by appointment at: Sherburne Co. Health & Human Services, 13880 Business Center Drive, Elk River, MN 55330. 
Contact our HIV tester at 763-765-4000.
Immunization/ Covid-19 Vaccine Tuesdays
Sherburne Co. Public Health is offering free Covid-19 Vaccine, & offering free or low cost immunizations for children 18 years of age or younger & unin-
sured or underinsured adults 19 years & older in Minnesota who meet eligibility guidelines on Tuesdays from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.  Call for an appointment or 
more information, 763-765-4000 or 1-800-433-5239.
Outreach in St. Cloud
The Sherburne Co. Wellness bus will be at Salem Lutheran Church in St. Cloud on the 2nd & 4th Wed. of every month from 9:30-3pm.  HHS staff will 
answer questions about public assistance programs & assist Sherburne Co. residents in applying for, or maintaining, benefits.  Need Help with Food, Child 
Care, Medical Assistance, Housing, Utility Disconnects, Evictions?  Walk ins welcome!
WIC (Women, Infants & Children): is for women who are pregnant, breastfeeding, recently had a baby, infants & children to their 5th birthday.  WIC pro-
vides nutrition education, breastfeeding support, healthy foods & referrals to health services/community resources. The service is free, & you or your children 
may be eligible.  For more information, please call 763-765-4116 or 1-800-433-5239, or check out the website http://www.co.sherburne.mn.us/hhs/wic.php.  
The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in the administration of its programs. WIC is an equal opportunity provider.
*Drop-in Childcare
Need someone to watch your children while you renew your driver’s license, attend a court hearing, apply for a passport, or conduct other business at the 
Sherburne Co. Government Center? Free childcare is now available for children ages 6 weeks -12 years.  2.5 hour time limit.  Hours of operation are Mon.–
Thurs. 9am – 3:30pm & Fri. 9am–noon.  Parent/caregiver will be provided with a pager & must remain on premises.  Guidelines & capacity limits apply. 

   

 
 
  

 
   
 
   
  
  

Becker Area Senior Center (BASC) 
Upcoming Events

BASC at Becker 
Community Center (BCC)

Mon., Feb. 7: Open All Day; 5am-Coffee’s on; 10am-Cribbage 
Tues., Feb. 8: 9am-Coffee, Conversation, Cards; 9:15am-500 Card Club-
$$prizes
Wed., Feb. 9: Open All Day; 5am-Coffee’s on; 12pm-BASC Bingo, Lib-
erty Bingo returns in Mar.
Thurs., Feb. 10: 9am-Coffee, Conversation, Cards; 11am-Play Upwords, 
Scrabble or other favorites.
Fri., Feb. 4: BCC Open all Day; 5am-Coffee’s On

Becker Community Center: 763-200-4271
BASC Coordinator: Carol Brunn

Activity Coordinator: Pat Throlson
Blood Pressure available whenever BASC is open  

Send activity/class 
opportunities to: 

basc.becker@gmail.com

 
Big Lake Senior 

Center
The Big Lake Senior 

Club meets Tues., 1-4pm, Big 
Lake City Hall, 160 Lake St. 
North. 

We would love to have 
you join us for card games, 
refreshments  & conversation. 

For More Information Call: 
(763) 309-1010 and/or

(763) 263-7134

 
 

This Week’s  
Calendar Events:

Sun. - Feb. 6, 2022:
•  Freelance Writers Appreciation 
Week (2/6-2/13)
•  Safer Internet Day
•  National Chopsticks Day 
Mon. - Feb. 7, 2022:
•  Give Kids a Smile® Day
•  Baller Introduced to the US: 
Anniversary, 1827
•  National Burn Awareness Week 
(2/7-2/13)  
Tues. - Feb. 8, 2022:
•  Boy Scouts of America Anni-
versary Day
•  Extaterrestrial Culture Day
•  World Ag Expo  
Wed. - Feb. 9, 2022:
•  National Pizza Day
•  National Toothache Day
•  National Read in the Bathtub 
Day
Thurs. - Feb. 10, 2022:
•  National Home Warranty Day
•  UN: World Pulses Day
•  All The News That’s Fit To 
Print Anniversary, 1897    
Fri. - Feb. 11, 2022:
•  National Inventors’ Day
•  National Make a Friend Day
•  Pro Sports Wives Day
Sat. - Feb. 12, 2022:
•  National Plum Pudding Day
•  Abraham Lincoln’s Birthday 
(1809)

(Becker Schools=BS 
Becker High School=BHS   

Becker Middle School=BMS  
Becker Intermediate School=BIS 

 Early Childhood Family  
Education=ECFE

Big Lake School=BLS 
Clearview School=CVS)

www.patriotnewsmn.com
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MISCELLANEOUS

YOUR AD HERE! 
One phone call & only $279

to reach a statewide audience 
of 1.7 million readers!!! 

1-800-279-2979 ONLY $279 to reach a statewide audience
of 1.7 million readers!!! 1-800-279-2979

WANTED TO BUYEMPLOYMENT

MISCELLANEOUS

PERMITTING AND
INSTALLATION MANAGER

Grow with the leading inclined eleva-
tor manufacturer. Manage permitting 
and installations. Full-time. Some travel 
in Minnesota and Wisconsin. MN or WI 
limited master elevator constructor license 
or greater required. Marine Innovations 
888/334-4666, info@marineinnovations.com

PAINTER 
at Prairie Trailer in Morris, MN. Great ben-
e ts included. Email joe@ptrailer.com or 
call 320/589-1771 for more information.

TRAILER TECHNICIAN 
Prairie Trailer in Morris, MN. 
Experience with trailer repair or weld-
ing. Email joe@ptrailer.com or call 
320/589-1771 for more information.

WANTED: 
ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES 

Running or not. Titled or not. Cash 
in exchange. Sell now while prices 
are high! Call Dan at 612/720-2142

DONATE YOUR CAR 
truck or boat to Heritage For The 
Blind. Free 3-day vacation, tax 
deductible, free tow, all paper-
work taken care of 844/220-9501 

DISH NETWORK $64.99 
for 190 Channels! Blazing fast inter-
net, $19.99/mo. (where available.) 
Switch & get a FREE $100 Visa gift 
card. FREE voice remote. FREE 
HD DVR. FREE streaming on ALL 
devices. Call today! 855/562-4309

LOOKING FOR ASSISTED LIVING
memory care, or independent living? 
A Place for Mom simpli es the pro-
cess of  nding senior living at no cost to 
your family. Call 888/715-1720  today!

THE COVID CRISIS 
has cost us all something. Many have 
lost jobs and  nancial security. Have 
$10K In Debt? Credit Cards. Medi-
cal Bills. Car Loans. Call National 
Debt Relief! We can help! Get a FREE 
debt relief quote: Call 844/205-5439

THE GENERAC PWRCELL 
A solar plus battery storage system. Save 
money, reduce your reliance on the grid, 
prepare for power outages and power your 
home. Full installation services available. 
$0 down  nancing option. Request a free, no 
obligation quote today. Call 888/913-5895 

HERO TAKES THE STRESS OUT 
of managing medications. Hero sorts 
and dispenses meds, sends alerts at 
dose times and handles prescrip-
tion re ll and delivery for you. Start-
ing at $24.99/month. No initiation fee. 
90-day risk-free trial! Call 844/255-4489
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Becker - Organizations
Becker American Legion Aux-

iliary
The auxiliary meetings are 

suspended from Oct. 2021 - Feb. 
2022, we will start meeting again 
in Mar. 2022. If you have any 
questions or concerns, please 
contact Paula Hinds (President) 
at (763) 262-6679 or see John 
Riebel or Nellie Simpson at 
Becker True Value.
Becker American Legion Post 

193
Becker Legion meets the sec-

ond Tues. of every month at 7pm 
at Becker Legion (old fire hall.)

Becker AA Meeting
Becker Group of Alcohol-

ics Anonymous meets Thurs., 
8pm at Mary of the Visita-
tion, 12100 Sherburne Ave, 
Becker. For information, call/
text (320) 247-4732 or email  
beckeraagroupmn@gmail.com

Becker Boy Scout Pack 92  
Cardboard, 

Paper & Aluminum
Bring your aluminum cans 

to the trailer located near Becker 
True Value. Paper & cardboard 
recycling location is at the Becker 
Community Center, please re-
member to flatten the cardboard & 
absolutely no garbage on the first 
Sat. of every month. There will 
be a Scout there to help unload  
between 9am-12pm. Thanks for 
your support!
Becker Evangelical Ministries

Every Wed., 6-7:30pm at 
Becker Middle School. GYM 45 
- growing young men. HIS KIDZ 
- K-3rd grade. G.I.R.L.S. GROUP 
- 4th & 5th grade girls. 

Becker Free Church (763) 
261-4125 or register online at  
W W W . B E C K E R -
F R E E C H U R C H .
O R G  ( u n d e r  Y o u t h  
Connection click “Event Regis-
tration”).

Becker Food Shelf 
Open Tues., 9-11am & 

Thurs. 4-6pm. The food shelf is  

located 12060 Sherburne Ave. in 
City Hall. (763) 261-4612.
Becker Hearts & Hands Quilt 

Guild
Meet 2nd Mon. of month 

at 7pm. Becker Baptist Church.  
Contact Elizabeth Steckelberg 
(320) 259-9542.

Becker Lions Club
Meetings are held the sec-

ond Mon. each month at 7pm at 
Becker City Park. Dale Seavert 
(320) 290-5342.
Becker Lions Collecting Items 

to Recycle
The Becker Lions are 

collecting used eyeglasses 
(no cases please) and hearing 
aids.  Collection buckets are  
located at the Becker Commu-
nity Center, Insight Eye Care and 
Becker Food Pride.  We are no 
longer collecting used cell phones 
or printer cartridges.  If you have 
any questions please contact Lion 
Dale Seavert at (320) 290-5342 
(phone or text) or by email at dj-
seavert@gmail.com.

Becker Sons of the American 
Legion Squadron 193

Meets the third Tues. of 
each month at 7 pm at Becker  
Legion (old fire hall). Look-
ing for new members.  
Commander John Fischbach 
(320) 249-0579.
Becker Beyond the Yellow Rib-

bon Meeting
The monthly meetings are 

held 6 pm the third Thurs. of the 
month at Becker City Hall. (320) 
980-2752 or see the state website at  
www.beyondtheyellow ribbon.
org.

Dementia Support Group
The fourth Wed. of each 

month at 10-11am, Room 19 
at Becker Community Cen-
ter, 11500 Sherburne Ave. No 
cost to join. Tami Kolbinger 
at (612) 590-2449 or email  
tjkolbinger@ gmail.com.

Great River Faith in Action
If you are a senior, age 

60 & above, family caregiver 

or an individal in need of ser-
vices, Great River Faith in 
Action can provide volunteer 
transportation, chore services &  
grocery shopping assistance, as 
well as caregiver groups. Call 
(763) 263-0274 or after hours 
(763) 263-4277.

Snake River Free Mission 
Church 

Hymn sings are held every 
other month on the second Sun. 
at 4:30pm. Check Snake River 
Church FaceBook page for up-
dates. 5 mi. N of Hwy 10 on CR 
11, 1.5 mi. E n CR4 & then L 
on 180th Ave (8940 180th Ave), 
Becker. Mary (612) 219-8648. 

Sherburne National Wildlife 
Refuge

The Refuge is open to 
vistors year-round during the 
daylight hours. The Refuge is 
located at 17076 293rd Ave,  
Zimmerman. Call (763) 389-3323 
or sherburne@fws.gov

Big Lake - Organizations
Big  Lake Ambassador
“Empowering young ladies 

of Big Lake to be women of  
tomorrow through Community 
Service. To promote leadership,  
professional development & per-
sonal growth with an opportunity 
to earn an educational scholar-
ship. Core Values - Honesty,  
Respect, Loyalty & commit-
ment.” Information about 
 program email: biglakeambassa-
dors@gmail.com or biglakejunio-
rambassadors@gmail.com.

Big Lake American Legion 
Post #147

Meets the first Thurs. of 
the month @ 7 pm. Community 
Room by the Big Lake Police 
Station, 790 Minnesota Ave, 
Big Lake 55309. Please contact 
Commander Paul Seefeld (612) 
801-7731. 
Big Lake OPEN AA Meetings

Mon., 7pm at the Church 
of Mary of the Visitation  
Catholic Church, Big Lake. 
Big Book Study, Handicap  

Accessible. Questions? Contact: 
Rob, (763) 218-5328.

Big Lake Al-Anon
Meetings held Mon., 7pm at 

Mary of the Visitation Catholic 
Church - Big Lake Annex, “lawn 
chairs outdoors when weather  
permits.”

Newcomers encouraged - 
we are a very welcoming group!  
Laurie (763) 218-5330.
The Big Lake American Legion 

Auxiliary 
Meets the first Tues. Mar.-

Dec.  at 7pm. in the Senior Citi-
zen Center at Big Lake City Hall. 
Please contact Kathy at (763) 
263-6093 for information.

Big Lake / Becker Mops
Mother’s of preschool-

ers Group meets the second & 
fourth Wed. of the month (Sept.-
May) at Becker Baptist Church, 
9-11:30am.

Big Lake Beyond the Yellow 
Ribbon

The Big Lake Beyond the 
Yellow Ribbon meets at 6:30pm 
on the third Mon., of each month 
in the Community Room adjacent 
to the Big Lake Police Dept. & the 
Big Lake Library.

Big Lake Bicycle Advisory 
Committee

Meets second Tues. of each 
month at 11am. Meetings via 
Zoom due to COVID. Contact 
Recreation & Communication Co-
ordinator Corrie Scott at cscott@
biglakemn.org or 612-297-6331 
for meeting links or questions 
on the Committee Website: 
https://www.biglakemn.org/443/ 
Big-Lake-Bicycle-Advisory-Com-
mittee.

Big Lake Community Food 
Shelf 

The Big Lake Community 
Food Shelf hours of service are 
Mon. & Thurs. 5:30-7:30pm & 
Wed. 9-11am. We also serve cli-
ents every “Freebie Friday” from 
11:30am-12:30pm., providing 
produce, dairy, & bakery goods. 
Our new, “Pop-up Pantry”, from 

11:30am-12:30pm every Tues.To 
volunteer call (763) 263-2432 or 
www.blcfs.org.

 Big Lake Day of Prayer
Big Lake meets year round 

the first Wed. of the month, at 
7am for a prayer breakfast at Big 
Lake High School flagpole.

The Big Lake Lions 
Looking for commu-

nity minded people to join our  
organization. If interested 
in getting involved with our  
organization, please contact any 
Lion member or send a note to 
P.O. Box 128, Big Lake, MN 
55309 or (763) 263-2218.

LC of Big Lake Lioness
If you are interested in learn-

ing more about the LC of Big 
Lake Lioness you can catch us on 
FB: www.facebook.com/BigLak-
eMnLionessClub, or attend any 
meeting held the second Mon. of 
the month at the Lions Park on 
CR5. social starts 6:30pm, meet-
ing 7pm. All are welcome to at-
tend to learn more about the club. 

Big Lake Narcotics Anony-
mous Meetings

Big Lake Living Clean 
NA meeting Sun., 7pm,  
Bridgeview Assembly of God 
Church, 20500 Co. Rd. 11, Big 
Lake, MN, (763) 482-1695.

Big Lake Women of Today
Hold a monthly gen-

eral meeting at Senior  
Activity Center located in the Big 
Lake City Office Building on the 
3rd Thurs. of the month @ 7pm.  
Contact Natalie @ (612) 518-
3504 or find us at FaceBook or  
www.biglakewomenoftoday.webs.
com.
God’s Grub Community Meal

Second Sun. of every 
month, 4:30-6:30 pm. Saron  
Lutheran, Big Lake, 311 Lake 
Street South. Served curbside, 
ready to go.

Living with Parkinson’s 
Under The Age of 60

We meet the third Tuesday 
of each month from 6:30-8pm at 

Saron Lutheran Church, 311 Lake 
Street So., Big Lake, MN 55309.  

Any questions, please 
call Camille Johnson at  
(763) 350-7401.

Moms in Prayer
Meets weekly to pray for 

their children & the school they  
a t t e n d .  I n f o r m a t i o n : 
w w w . m o m s i n p r a y e r . o r g  
o r  C o l e n e  S t e n -
berg (763) 263-6809 or  
stenbergjc@outlook.com

Upcoming Becker Events
Faith in Action’s Annual Gala

Sat., Mar. 19, Rockwoods 
in Otsego. It will be a fun eve-
ning with a new comedian (Pat-
rick Albanese, Triple Espresso), 
a delicious dinner, silent & LIVE 
auction items, a Wine Wall & 
best of all hearing how God is 
working in our community!!

Tickets are available on 
our website www.grfia.org or 
call (763) 263-4277. Hope to 
see you there!! Sponsors: Pellco, 
Beaudry Oil, PEM, Morrell, 
Becker Furniture World & more.

Upcoming Museum Events
Hill Museum & Manuscript 

Library
Feb. Event Series, Program 

2 of 4. The boy from Buckman 
plants a seed. Feb. 12, 2022, 
10:30-11:30am, Zoom event, 
cost is FREE. Hosted by Mor-
rison County Historial Society. 
Register at 320-632-4007 or  
staff@morrisoncountyhistoryt.
org by Feb. 10. 

Announcements

Public Notices

Office of the Minnesota 
Secretary of State

Certificate of Assumed Name
Minnesota Statutes, 

Chapter 333
The filing of an assumed 

name does not provide a user with 
exclusive rights to that name. The 
filing is required for consumer 
protection in order to enable cus-
tomers to be able to identify the 
true owner of a business.
ASSUMED NAME: Lake Home 
Rentals
PRINCIPAL PLACE OF BUSI-
NESS: 13929 12th St SE Clear 
Lake MN 55319 USA
NAMEHOLDER(S):
Name: 
Stacey Wasner
Bryan Bruening
Address: 
13929 12th St SE Clear Lake 
MN 55319 USA

If you submit an attachment, it 
will be incorporated into this doc-
ument. If the attachment conflicts 
with the information specifically 
set forth in this document, this 
document supersedes the data ref-
erenced in the attachment.

By typing my name, I, the un-
dersigned, certify that I am sign-
ing this document as the person 
whose signature is required, or 
as agent of the person(s) whose 
signature would be required who 
has authorized me to sign this 
document on his/her behalf, or in 
both capacities. I further certify 
that I have completed all required 
fields, and that the information in 
this document is true and correct 
and in compliance with the appli-
cable chapter of Minnesota Stat-
utes. I understand that by signing 
this document I am subject to the 
penalties of perjury as set forth in 
Section 609.48 as if I had signed 
this document under oath.
SIGNED BY: Stacey Wasner
MAILING ADDRESS: 13929 
12th St SE Clear Lake MN 
55319 USA
EMAIL FOR OFFICIAL NO-
TICES: staceywasner@yahoo.
com
Work Item: 1281176700032
Original File Number: 
1281176700032
STATE OF MINNESOTA
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 
OF STATE
FILED
01/12/2022
11:59 PM
/s/ Steve Simon
Secretary of State
(Published in the Patriot: 
01/29/22; 02/05/22).
___________________________

NOTICE OF ASSESSMENT 
LIEN FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERIFI-
CATION OF THE DEBT AND 
IDENTITY OF THE ORIGINAL 
CREDITOR WITHIN THE TIME 
PROVIDED BY LAW IS NOT 
AFFECTED BY THIS ACTION.  
THIS COMMUNICATION IS 
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR.  
THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO COL-
LECT A DEBT AND ANY IN-
FORMATION OBTAINED WILL 
BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that default has been 
made in the terms and conditions 
of the Declaration of Barrington 
Place Townhome Association No. 
2 (henceforth the “Declaration”) 
recorded in the office of the Re-
corder for Sherburne County, 
Minnesota on February 12, 1987, 
as Document No. 204808, which 
covers the following property:

Lot 3, Block 1, Barrington Place 
Replat No. 5, Sherburne County, 

Minnesota
WHEREAS, pursuant to said 

Declaration, there is claimed to be 
due and owing as of January 10, 
2022, from Matthew J. Hevey, 
title holder, to Barrington Place 
Townhome Association No. 2, a 
Minnesota non-profit corpora-
tion, the principal amount of Ten 
Thousand Four Hundred Ten and 
03/100 Dollars ($10,410.03) for 
assessments, late fees and related 
charges, plus assessments, col-
lection costs, attorneys’ fees and 
other amounts will be incurred 
since said date, including costs of 
collection and foreclosure;

WHEREAS, no action is now 
pending at law or otherwise to re-
cover said debt or any part thereof;

WHEREAS, the owner has 
not been released from the finan-
cial obligation to pay said amount;

WHEREAS, pursuant to the 
Declaration, said debt created a 
lien upon said premises in favor 
of Barrington Place Townhome 
Association No. 2 as evidenced 
by the lien statement recorded on 
December 13, 2021, in the office 
of the Sherburne County Recorder 
as Document No. 934060;

WHEREAS, pursuant to the 
power of sale granted by the own-
er(s) in taking title to the premises 
subject to said Declaration, said 
lien will be foreclosed by the sale 
of said property by the sheriff 
of said county at the Sherburne 
County Sheriff’s Department, 
Sherburne County Sheriff’s Of-
fice, Sherburne County Govern-
ment Center, 13880 Business 
Center Drive, Elk River, Minne-
sota, on March 8, 2022, at 10:00 
o’clock a.m., at public auction to 
the highest bidder, for cash, to pay 
the amount then due for said as-
sessments, together with the costs 
of foreclosure, including attorneys’ 
fees as allowed by law.  The time 
allowed by law for redemption by 
the unit owners, their personal rep-
resentatives or assigns is five (5) 
weeks from the date of said sale.
The following information is 
provided pursuant to Minnesota 
Statutes Sections 580.025 and 
580.04:
1. Street Address of Property:  

701 Auburn Place NW, Elk 
River, MN 55330

2. Name of Transaction Agent, 
Residential Mortgage Ser-
vicer, Lender &/or Broker: 
N/A

3. Tax Parcel Identification 
Number of the Property:  75-
449-0115

4. Transaction Agent’s Mort-
gage Identification Number, 
if known:  N/A

5. Name of Mortgage Origina-
tor, if stated on mortgage:  
N/A

6. Date on which Occupant 
must vacate Property, if 
mortgage is not reinstated 
under Section 580.30 or 
property redeemed under 
580.23:  11:59 p.m. on April 
12, 2022.  If the foregoing 
date is a Saturday, Sunday or 
legal holiday, then the date 
to vacate is the next business 
day at 11:59 p.m.

REDEMPTION NOTICE
THE TIME ALLOWED 

BY LAW FOR REDEMPTION 
BY THE MORTGAGOR, THE 
MORTGAGOR’S PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES OR AS-
SIGNS, MAY BE REDUCED TO 
FIVE WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL 
ORDER IS ENTERED UNDER 
MINNESOTA STATUTES, SEC-
TION 582.032, DETERMINING, 
AMONG OTHER THINGS, 
THAT THE MORTGAGED 
PREMISES ARE IMPROVED 
WITH A RESIDENTIAL 

DWELLING OF LESS THAN 
FIVE UNITS, ARE NOT PROP-
ERTY USED FOR AGRICUL-
TURAL PRODUCTION, AND 
ARE ABANDONED.
Dated: January 10, 2022
HELLMUTH & JOHNSON
Lienor:
Barrington Place Townhome Asso-
ciation No. 2
By: /s/ Lukas F. Belflower, I.D. 
#0401161
Attorneys for Lienor
8050 West 78th Street
Edina, MN 55439
(952)941-4005
By: /s/ Lukas F. Belflower
Its: Attorney in Fact
THIS INSTRUMENT WAS 
DRAFTED BY:
HELLMUTH & JOHNSON
8050 West 78th Street
Edina, MN 55439
(952) 941-4005
File No. 30402.0002
(Published in the Patriot: 
01/15/22; 01/22/22; 01/29/22; 
02/05/22; 02/12/22; 02/19/22).
___________________________

Notice of Mechanics Lien Sale
Notice is hereby given that pursu-
ant to Minnesota Statute §514.18 
a Sheriff Sale will be held on 
Thursday, March 17, 2022 at 
1:00 p.m. at Gross Body & Frame 
Alignment Inc., 2155 12th Street 
SE, St. Cloud, Minnesota 56304, 
to dispose of the following aban-
doned vehicle:

One 2014 Chevrolet Impala VIN# 
1G1155S30EU170748 owned by 
State Farm Mutual Auto Ins. Co. 
of 1526 Bunker Lake BLVD, Ham 
Lake, MN 55304. Being auctioned 
for mechanics lien/storage fees in 
the amount owing of $21,465.00

One 2012 Ford Focus  
VIN#1FAHP3M22CL339136 
owned by Auto Owners of 1526 
Bunker Lake BLVD, Ham Lake, 
MN 55304. Being auctioned for 
mechanics lien/storage fees in the 
amount owing of $39,195.00.

One 2012 Ford Focus  
VIN#1FAHP3K24CL250753 
owned by State Farm Mutual Auto 
Ins. Co. of 1526 Bunker Lake 
BLVD, Ham Lake, MN 55304. 
Being auctioned for mechanics 
lien/storage fees in the amount 
owing of $26,855.00.

One 2013 Chevrolet Cruze 
VIN#1G1PE5SB3D7176705 
owned by Illinois Farmers Ins. Co. 
of 1526 Bunker Lake BLVD, Ham 
Lake, MN 55304. Being auctioned 
for mechanics lien/storage fees in 
the amount owing of $63,155.00.

One 2015 Chevrolet Cruze 
VIN#1G1PE5SB6F7174515. 
Owner unknown. Being auctioned 
for mechanics lien/storage fees in 
the amount owing of $62,555.00.
.
One 2004 Chevrolet Cavalier 
VIN#1G1JF14F347255691 . 
Owner unknown. Being auctioned 
for mechanics lien/storage fees in 
the amount owing of $44,245.00.

One 1997 Chevrolet Tahoe 
VIN#3GNEK18R3VG156990 
owned by Robert Saunders of 6165 
McKinley Circle, Shorewood, MN 
55331-8121. Being auctioned for 
mechanics lien/storage fees in the 
amount owing of $44,240.00.

One 1987 Buick Regal VIN#1G-
4GM11Y6HP403301 owned by 
Lindsay Eckes of 1439 York Ave, 
St. Paul, MN 55106-3508. Being 
auctioned for mechanics lien/stor-
age fees in the amount owing of 
$44,290.00.

One 1999 Lincoln Continental 

VIN#1LNHM97V3XY644306. 
Owner unkown. Being auctioned 
for mechanics lien/storage fees in 
the amount owing of $58,740.00.

One 1979 Chevrolet Impala 
VIN#1L35L9J240656 owned by 
Tekylo Tyson of 410 Norway Dr 
E, Annandale, MN 55302-9565. 
Being auctioned for mechanics 
lien/storage fees in the amount 
owing of $67,735.00.
(Published in the Patriot: 
01/29/22; 02/05/22; 02/12/22).
___________________________

STATE OF MINNESOTA
DISTRICT COURT

COUNTY OF SHERBURNE
TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

PROBATE DIVISION
Court File No.: 71-PR-21-141
In Re: Estate of 
Scott Alan Shelton,
Decedent.

NOTICE OF INFORMAL 
PROBATE OF WILL AND IN-
FORMAL APPOINTMENT 
OF PERSONAL REPRESEN-
TATIVE AND NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

Notice is given that an Ap-
plication for Informal Probate of 
Will and Informal Appointment of 
Personal Representative was filed 
with the Registrar, along with a 
Will dated March 5, 2020. The 
Registrar accepted the application 
and appointed Christine M. Berg, 
whose address is 3297 15th Street 
SW, Willmar, MN 56201, to serve 
as the personal representative of 
the decedent’s estate.

Any heir, devisee or other 
interested person may be enti-
tled to appointment as personal 
representative or may object to 
the appointment of the personal 
representative. Any objection to 
the appointment of the personal 
representative must be filed with 
the Court, and any properly filed 
objection will be heard by the 
Court after notice is provided to 
interested persons of the date of 
hearing on the objection.

Unless objections are filed, 
and unless the Court orders other-
wise, the personal representative 
has the full power to administer 
the estate, including, after thirty 
(30) days from the issuance of 
letters testamentary, the power to 
sell, encumber, lease, or distribute 
any interest in real estate owned by 
the decedent.

Notice is further given that, 
subject to Minn. Stat. § 524.3-
801, all creditors having claims 
against the decedent’s estate are 
required to present the claims to 
the personal representative or to 
the Court within four (4) months 
after the date of this notice or the 
claims will be barred.
Dated: January 24, 2022
/s/ Patricia Kuka,
Court Administrator
Court File No.: 71-PR-21-141
Business & Estate Planning Ana-
lytics William White
MN# 0232427
80 South 8th Street 900 IDS Cen-
ter
Minneapolis, MN 55402
Telephone: 651-343-8955
E-mail:billw@bepapllc.com
(Published in the Patriot: 
02/05/22; 02/12/22).
___________________________

STATE OF MINNESOTA
DISTRICT COURT

COUNTY OF SHERBURNE
TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
Case Type: Informal Probate
Court File No.: 71-PR-22-13
In Re: Estate of 
Julius Mathew Carstens,
Decedent (Deceased Person).

Order of Informal Appoint-
ment of Personal Representative  
(Without a Will)

The Application for the In-
formal Appointment of Personal 
Representative, which was signed 
by Dean Mathew Carstens, came 
before the Registrar.

Having considered the Appli-
cation, the Registrar determines 
the following:
1. The Application is complete.
2. The Applicant has declared 

or affirmed that the informa-
tion in the Application is true 
to the best of Applicant’s 
knowledge or belief.

3. The Applicant appears to be 
an “interested person” as de-
fined by Minnesota law.

4. Venue in this County is 
proper based on the state-
ments in the Application.

5. The Application indicates 
the following:
a. The applicant con-

ducted a reasonably 
diligent search for any 
unrevoked testamen-
tary instrument.

b. The Applicant is not 
aware of any unre-
voked testamentary 
instrument.

c. There is no Personal 
Representative ap-
pointed in this or 
another county in 
Minnesota whose ap-
pointment has not been 
terminated.

d. The person appointed 
below has priority, 
is entitled to be ap-
pointed Personal Rep-
resentative, and is not 
disqualified to serve 
as Personal Represen-
tative.

6. The requested appointment 
does not relate to any Will.

7. Any notice required by Min-
nesota law has been given.

8. The Decedent died on 
12/17/2021, and at least 120 
hours, but not more than 3 
years (except as allowed in 
Minn. Stat. § 524.3-108), 
have passed since Dece-
dents’s death.

9. The Decedent’s heirs are: as 
identified in the Application.

10. All persons identified as 
heirs under Minnesota law 
have survived the Decedent 
by at least 120 hours.

11. From the statements in the 
Application, the person 
appointed below has pri-
ority and is entitled to be 
appointed personal represen-
tative, and is not disqualified 
to serve as personal repre-
sentative.

12. The following statement is 
true: Decedent left no sur-
viving spouse.

IT IS ORDERED:
1. The Application is granted.
2. Dean Mathew Castens is 

formally appointed as Per-
sonal Representative of 
Decedent’s Estate.

3. The appointment of the Per-
sonal Representative is not 
effective until Letters issue.

Dated: January 28, 2022
/s/ Patricia Kuka,
Court Administrator
(Published in the Patriot: 
02/05/22; 02/12/22).
_____________________

Public Notice
On the seventh day of Janu-

ary 2022, 1-7-2022, at one sixteen 
am, a baby girl, by: Violet Jean-
Baldridge was born to the father, 
by: Levi McKenzie-Baldridge 
and the mother, by: Jolene 
Rose-Baldridge and also to the 
grandparents of Elizabeth Fiecke-
Baldridge, David Edward-Fiecke, 
Donna Jean-Bourgeois, and 
Thomas Mark-Bourgeois, anyone 
that rebuts the facts herein to be 
true must rebut in writing with a 
wet ink signature within thirty 
days of this publication, a cor-
rect response would be sent to c/o 
12991 Carole Drive Becker, MN, 
55308, failure to rebut with a wet 
ink signature will be considered a 
non-response:
By: Levi McKenzie-Baldridge all 
rights reserved without prejudice
By: Jolene Rose-Baldridge all 
rights reserved without prejudice
(Published in the Patriot: 
01/22/22; 01/29/22; 02/05/22).
___________________________

Assumed Names

Foreclosures

Probate Notices

Public Notices

Pick up a copy 
of the PATRIOT 

at the following 
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CLEARWATER: 
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BECKER: 

Food Pride, 
PATRIOT office; 

BIG LAKE: 
Coborn’s

TO PLACE 
A PUBLIC 
NOTICE - 
Call The
Patriot 

763-275-0275
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Public Notices
Big Lake Sschools Public  Notices

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
2022 SEAL COAT PROJECTS

Clear Lake Township, Sherburne County, Minnesota
Sealed proposals for the furnishing of all labor, materials 

and equipment for the bituminous seal coat of four town roads 
in Clear Lake Township, Sherburne County, will be received by 
the Clear Lake Township Board of Supervisors at the Clear Lake 
Town Hall, 7938 116th Street SE, Clear Lake, MN, 55319, until 
7:30 P.M., CST, on February 15th, 2022, and then will be opened 
and publicly read aloud.  The Township’s mailing address is; P.O. 
Box 305, Clear Lake, MN   55319.
General Description

The projects consist of the following major items of work:
Application of:

4,400 gallons of bituminous material for fog seal,
11,000 gallons of bituminous material for seal coat,
And 550 tons of seal coat aggregate, FA 2, Class A.
And other related items of work.

Contract Description
The contract is a unit price contract and is described in the 

Bid Package.
Project Schedule

All work included in the contract shall be completed within 
20 calendar days of date of commencement as stated in the Notice 
to Proceed.
Project Plans and Documents

The Bid Package as prepared by Clear Lake Township 
Roads is on file in said Town Hall located at 7938 116th Street 
SE, Clear Lake, Minnesota.  Arrangements for reviewing the bid 
package are to be coordinated with Clear Lake Township Roads,  
cltwproads@hotmail.com, 320 267 7393.

Copies of the Bid Package for use by Contractors in 
submitting a bid may be obtained from the the QuestCDN web 
site for a non-refundable fee of $15.00.

The Town Board reserves the right to waive any informalities 
or to reject any or all bids.

No bidder may withdraw his bid within 30 days of the actual 
date of opening thereof.

Each bid must be accompanied by a Bid Bond in an amount 
equal to 5% of the bid   
Date: 7 January, 2022
/s/ Gary Gray
Clear Lake Township Board Chair
(Published in the Patriot: 01/22/22; 01/29/22; 02/05/22).

Township Public Notices

Section 00 11 13
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
BIG LAKE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT 727
501 MINNESOTA AVE, BIG LAKE, MINNESOTA 55309

Bids close at 2:00 P.M. (local time) on Thursday, February 
17th, 2022

By order of the School Board of the Big Lake School District, 
sealed bids for construction of the Controls Upgrade at Big Lake 
High School and Liberty Elementary School in Big Lake, MN will 
be received at the District Office of the Big Lake School District 
at 501 Minnesota Avenue, Big Lake, MN 55309, Attention:  Angie 
Manuel – Director of Business Services, until 2:00 PM (local time) 
on Thursday, February 17th, 2022, in accordance with the spec-
ifications set forth herein and the “other” terms, conditions and in-
structions to the specifications. At that time all bids will be publicly 
opened and read aloud. All bids received after the time stated will 
not be considered. The bidder assumes the risk of any delay in the 
mail or on the handling of mail by employees of the school district. 
Whether the bid is sent by mail or by means of personal delivery, 
the bidder assumes responsibility for having their bid clocked in 
on time at the place specified. Fax or telephone amendments will 
not be accepted at any time. Bidders shall submit bids in duplicate 
on the forms provided in the Project Manual. No oral, facsimile or 
telephone bids or modifications of bids will be accepted. All sealed 
bids are to be labeled with the project name.

You may view and order bid documents by going to the Franz 
Reprographics web site at www.franzrepro.com, and selecting the 
Franz Public Plan Room.  Please login with your email address 
and password or register if this is your first time in the Plan Room.  
Select the project from the list of public projects.  Once you have 
selected the project, please review the Bid Details for information 
on ordering documents.

The Project consists of complete controls upgrade at Big Lake 
High School and Liberty Elementary School.

Each bidder shall submit with the bid, a cashier’s check or bid 
bond, made payable to Big Lake School District, in the amount of 
five percent (5%) of the maximum amount of its bid.

All vendors entering into a contract with the district for 
$10,000 or more are to provide a Labor and Material Payment and 
Performance Bonds for 100% of the contract. Bonds must be fur-
nished within 10 days of notice of award of the Contract. Contract 
is subject to compliance with the applicable Schedule of Prevailing 
Wage issued by the Minnesota Department of Labor & Industry.  
Provide all State required Responsible Contractor Forms with your 
bid.

There will be a pre-bid meeting and walk through on Tues-
day, February 8th, 2022 at 1:00 PM at Big Lake High School.  
The meeting will take place at the district office, which is Door 
‘M’ of the High School.  

Bids may not be withdrawn for thirty (30) days after the sched-
uled closing time for the receipt of bids without the consent of the 
Big Lake Public Schools.  The School Board reserves the right to 
accept any bid, to reject any or all bids, to waive irregularities and 
informalities in the bidding procedures, and to act in its best in-
terest.
BIG LAKE PUBLIC SCHOOLS
(Published in the Patriot: 01/29/22; 02/05/22).

Section 00 11 13
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
BIG LAKE PUBLIC SCHOOLS

INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT 727
501 MINNESOTA AVE, BIG LAKE, MINNESOTA 55309

Bids close at 1:00 P.M. (local time) on Thursday, February 
17th, 2022

By order of the School Board of the Big Lake School Dis-
trict, sealed bids for construction of the Sound Systems at Big Lake 
Middle School in Big Lake, MN will be received at the District 
Office of the Big Lake School District at 501 Minnesota Avenue, 
Big Lake, MN 55309, Attention: Angie Manuel – Director of Busi-
ness Services, until 1:00 PM (local time) on Thursday, February 
17th, 2022, in accordance with the specifications set forth herein 
and the “other” terms, conditions and instructions to the specifica-
tions. At that time all bids will be publicly opened and read aloud. 
All bids received after the time stated will not be considered. 
The bidder assumes the risk of any delay in the mail or on the han-
dling of mail by employees of the school district. Whether the bid 
is sent by mail or by means of personal delivery, the bidder assumes 
responsibility for having their bid clocked in on time at the place 
specified. Fax or telephone amendments will not be accepted at any 
time. Bidders shall submit bids in duplicate on the forms provided 
in the Project Manual. No oral, facsimile or telephone bids or modi-
fications of bids will be accepted. All sealed bids are to be labeled 
with the project name.

You may view and order bid documents by going to the Franz 
Reprographics web site at www.franzrepro.com, and selecting the 
Franz Public Plan Room. Please login with your email address 
and password or register if this is your first time in the Plan Room. 
Select the project from the list of public projects. Once you have 
selected the project, please review the Bid Details for information 
on ordering documents.

The Project consists of electrical and technology systems for 
new sound systems at Big Lake Middle School.

Each bidder shall submit with the bid, a cashier’s check or bid 
bond, made payable to Big Lake School District, in the amount of 
five percent (5%) of the maximum amount of its bid.

All vendors entering into a contract with the district for 
$10,000 or more are to provide a Labor and Material Payment and 
Performance Bonds for 100% of the contract. Bonds must be fur-
nished within 10 days of notice of award of the Contract. Contract 
is subject to compliance with the applicable Schedule of Prevailing 
Wage issued by the Minnesota Department of Labor & Industry. 
Provide all State required Responsible Contractor Forms with your 
bid.

There will be a pre-bid meeting and walk through on 
Tuesday, February 8th, 2022 at 10:00 AM at Big Lake Middle 
School. The meeting will take place at the front office.

Bids may not be withdrawn for thirty (30) days after the sched-
uled closing time for the receipt of bids without the consent of the 
Big Lake Public Schools. The School Board reserves the right to ac-
cept any bid, to reject any or all bids, to waive irregularities and in-
formalities in the bidding procedures, and to act in its best interest.
BIG LAKE PUBLIC SCHOOLS
(Published in the Patriot: 01/29/22; 02/05/22).

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
2022 Bituminous Overlays

LIVONIA TOWNSHIP, SHERBURNE COUNTY, 
MINNESOTA

Notice is hereby given that SEALED Bid Proposal Packages 
will be received by the Township at the Township Hall until 7:00 
PM on the 28th of February 2022.

The Major Quantities of Work are:
MOBILIZATION  LUMP SUM  1
MILL BITUMINOUS 
     SURFACE  SQ YD   3 8
TYPE SP 9.5 WEARING 
     COURSE MIXTURE (2,B) TON   4632
TRAFFIC CONTROL LUMP SUM  1
4” SOLID LINE PAINT LIN FT   18527

Receipt of Bid Proposal: Bids will be received at the Town-
ship Hall Located at 11162 265th Ave Zimmerman, MN 55398 
until 7:00 PM on the 28th of February 2022.

Bid Opening: Proposals will be opened by the Engineer or the 
Town Board after the hour set for receiving bids at the Township 
Hall at 11162 265th Ave Zimmerman, MN 55398. 

Plans and Specifications may be examined at the office of 
Bogart, Pederson & Associates, Inc, 13076 First Street, Becker, 
MN 55308, or obtained by contacting Wesley Davis, PE at  
wdavis@bogart-pederson.com or 763-262-8822.

The cost to obtain a hard copy of the Plans & Specifications 
is $50.00 with a $10.00 mailing fee.

Bids must be accompanied by a Certified Check or Bidder’s 
Bond made payable to the Township as a proposal guarantee for at 
least 5% of the amount of the bid.

No Bidder may withdraw their bid (which shall include the 
Certified Check or Bidder’s Bond) within 15 days after the sched-
uled closing time for the receipt of bids.

The Township will consider award of the contract at the March 
28th, 2022, meeting contingent upon Engineer review. It is the 
Township’s Intent to begin and complete construction in the year 
2022.

The Township reserves the right to reject any or all bids and to 
waive informalities.
Jody Hammre, Township Clerk
Livonia Township, Sherburne County, MN
(Published in the Patriot: 01/29/22; 02/05/22).

BOARD HIGHLIGHTS
This represents a summary of the Regular Meeting of the Board 

of Education of Big Lake Public Schools #727. A complete set of 
minutes will be on file at the District Office and on our website
at www.biglakeschools.org upon Board approval.
I. CALL TO ORDER 

The regular meeting of the Board of Education of Indepen-
dent School District No. 727, Big Lake Schools, was called 
to order on January 26, 2022.

II. ROLL CALL 
All Board members were present.

III. APPROVE AGENDA 
A motion passed to approve the agenda.

IV. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
V. OPEN FORUM 

Ashley Schabilion addressed the Board.
VI. CONSENT AGENDA 

A motion passed to approve the following:
A. PREVIOUS MINUTES
B. CLAIMS AND ACCOUNTS
C. CREDIT CARD REPORT
D. PERSONNEL
E. FUNDRAISERS
F. APPROVAL OF 2022, 2023, and 2024 audit quotes

VII. DONATIONS 
A motion passed to approve the donations.

VIII. SCHOOL PRESENTATIONS 
Big Lake Online and Middle School

IX. HIGH SCHOOL PRESENTATION 
Wade Olson and Matt Vogel gave a presentation for Sand-
box.

X. FINANCIAL REPORT 
A motion passed to approve the financial report and budget 
revisions as presented.

XI. APPROVE COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT FOR BOY’S 
AND GIRL’S LACROSSE 
A motion passed to approve the agreement as presented.

XII. ACCEPTANCE OF HIGH SCHOOL DEHUMIDIFICA-
TION BID RESULTS 
A motion passed to approve the base bid of $1,151,900.00, 
alternate #1 of $269,300.00 and alternate #3 of $6,423.00 
for a total of $1,427,623.00 from Northern Air Corporation.

XIII. STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE REPORT
XIV. ADJOURNMENT 

A motion passed to adjourn the meeting.
(Published in the Patriot: 02/05/22).

Becker Schools Public Notices

Independent School District #726
Becker, Minnesota

Regular School Board Meeting
September 12, 2021

The complete minutes are on file in the district office and on the 
district website.

Chair Jurek called the regular meeting of the School Board of Dis-
trict #726 to order on the 13th day of September, 2021 at 6:30 p.m. 
in the Teaching & Learning Center.
Roll Call. 
Members present: Cindy Graham, Aaron Jurek, Ryan  
  Obermoller, Connie Robinson, Sarah  
  Schafer, Mark Swanson
Members absent: None
Others present: Jeremy Schmidt, Superintendent 
  Kevin Januszewski, Director of Business  
  Services
Citizen Comments: Betsy Armstrong
  Northwest Talent Academy, Gifted &  
  Talented
  Dylan’s Hope
Motion by Ryan Obermoller, seconded by Connie Robinson, to Ap-
prove the Consent Agenda, as amended:

•  Remove 3F, Fundraisers to Regular Agenda for Discussion
Upon roll call vote, motion carried unanimously.
CONSENT AGENDA
MINUTES:  July 26, 2021 Special School Board Meeting
     July 29, 2021 Special School Board Meeting
     August 2, 2021 Regular School Board Meeting
     August 18, 2021 Special School Board Meeting (1)
   August 18, 2021 Special School Board Meeting  
         (2) 
DISBURSEMENTS – in the amount of $2,630,399.95
PERSONNEL, as presented
TRANSPORTATION CONTRACT (21-22, 22-23, 23-24), as 
presented
HEALTH & SAFETY RESOLUTION, as presented
TRUTH IN TAXATION HEARING:  December 6, 2021
Motion by Ryan Obermoller, seconded by Mark Swanson, to Ap-
prove 2021-2022 Fundraisers, as presented.  Motion carried unan-
imously.
Motion by Connie Robinson, seconded by Sarah Schafer, to Accept 
the Following Gifts: 
Donor Name Description of Gift Purpose of Gift
Becker Lions      $1,000.00 Leadership Retreat
Becker Lions         $500.00 Basketball Uniforms/ 
    Equipment
Becker Lions      $3,000.00 Assist Families in  
    Paying Off Negative  
    Lunch Balance Debts
Becker Spine         $100.00 Gymnastics Cost for  
    New Leotards
BYSA Gymnastics      $3,263.70 Gymnastics Cost for  
    New Leotards
Genco Builders         $500.00 Gymnastics Cost for  
    New Leotards
Norvanz, Inc. - 
Culvers of Albertville         $250.00 Gymnastics Cost for  
    New Leotards
Motion carried unanimously.
Motion by Mark Swanson, seconded by Ryan Obermoller, to Ap-
prove the Health Insurance Increase and Rates, as proposed.  Mo-
tion carried unanimously.
Motion by Connie Robinson, seconded by Sarah Schafer, to Ap-
prove the Request to Transfer $75,000 to School Readiness, 
$6,000 to Early Childhood Screening, and $30,000 to Community 
Education from the General Fund.  Motion carried unanimously.
A first reading was held on the following policies.  A second read-
ing will be held at the October school board meeting.

102 Revised Equal Educational Opportunity
406 Revised Public and Private Personnel Data
413 Revised Harassment and Violence
501 Revised School Weapons
524 Revised Internet Acceptable Use and  
Safety 

Motion by Mark Swanson, seconded by Sarah Schafer, to Move 
the November School Board Meeting to the 8th.  Motion carried 
unanimously.
Motion by Mark Swanson, seconded by Cindy Graham, to Approve 
the Maximum Preliminary Levy 2021 Payable 2022, as presented.  
Motion carried unanimously.
Motion by Mark Swanson, seconded by Ryan Obermoller, to Ap-
prove the MSBA Delegate Assembly Resolutions, as presented.  
Motion carried unanimously.
The board entered into a Closed Session to Discuss Negotiations.
The meeting was adjourned at 9:40 p.m.
/s/ Aaron Jurek, Chair
/s/ Ryan Obermoller, Clerk
Recorder: /s/ Angela Oswald
(Published in the Patriot: 02/05/22).

Independent School District #726
Becker, Minnesota

Regular School Board Meeting
October 4, 2021

The complete minutes are on file in the district office and on the 
district website.

Chair Jurek called the regular meeting of the School Board of Dis-
trict #726 to order on the 4th day of October, 2021 at 6:30 p.m. in 
the Teaching & Learning Center.
Roll Call. 
Members present: Cindy Graham, Aaron Jurek, Ryan  
  Obermoller,  
  Connie Robinson (remotely), Sarah  
  Schafer  
  (remotely), Mark Swanson
Members absent: None
Others present: Jeremy Schmidt, Superintendent
Citizen Comments: Student Austin Clemen
  Presentation by Early Childhood Staff
Motion by Ryan Obermoller, seconded by Mark Swanson, to Ap-
prove the Consent Agenda, as amended:

•  Remove First Reading Policy 470 and Second Reading 524 
from the agenda.  This will be brought back to the board in the 
future.
•  Move Resolution for Election Judges to Regular Agenda for 
Roll Call Vote.

Upon roll call vote, motion carried unanimously.
CONSENT AGENDA
MINUTES:  September 13, 2021 Regular School Board Meeting
DISBURSEMENTS – in the amount of $1,312,085.55
PERSONNEL, as presented
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING WITH LOCAL 
284
AGREEMENTS BETWEEN BECKER PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
AND ARCHITECT, CONSTRUCTION MANAGER
Motion by Mark Swanson, seconded by Ryan Obermoller, to Ap-
prove the Resolution Approving Election Judges.  Upon roll call 
vote, motion carried unanimously.
Becker Public Schools received a positive Review and Comment, 
and it is a requirement to hold a Public Hearing to Discuss Com-
missioner’s Review & Comment.  
Motion by Mark Swanson, seconded by Cindy Graham, to Accept 
the Following Gifts: 
Donor Name Description of Gift Purpose of Gift
Becker Lions    $2,000.00 Heart Rate Monitors  
    for PE Dept.
Becker PTSA       $300.00 Dance Team  
    Expenses
Clear Lake Lions    $2,000.00 Dance Team  
    Uniforms
Clear Lake Lions    $1,000.00 Heart Rate Monitors  
    for PE Dept.
Dylan’s Hope 
Foundation $15,000.00 Mental Health  
    Program
Santiago Lions   $1,000.00 Heart Rate Monitors  
    for PE Dept.
Motion carried unanimously.
Motion by Mark Swanson, seconded by Ryan Obermoller, to Ap-
prove the Following Policy Recommendations:

102 Revised Equal Educational Opportunity
406 Revised Public and Private Personnel Data
413 Revised Harassment and Violence
501 Revised School Weapons

Motion carried unanimously.
The meeting was adjourned at 7:25 p.m.
/s/ Aaron Jurek, Chair
/s/ Ryan Obermoller, Clerk
Recorder: /s/ Angela Oswald
(Published in the Patriot: 02/05/22).

DEADLINES
Notices & Legals

Wednesdays At Noon
Contact Kathy: 763-275-0275 

or Email:
legals.kathy@patriotnewsmn.com

SHERIFF & POLICE REPORTS
are posted on our website: 
www.patriotnewsmn.com
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763-262-1454
Becker, MN

763-452-2500
Big Lake, MN

320-743-2204
Clear Lake, MN

FUNERAL HOME • CREMATION SERVICES

www.williamsdingmann.com

FAMILY FUNERAL HOMES

SPONSORED BY:

8852 Cty Rd 23
Becker, MN 

Phone:
763.261.5656

Ralph du Monceaux, Owner
Free Loaners ~ Free Estimates 

~ Honest Work

763-261-5656
Ralph’s

Auto Body

• BECKER
Grace Lutheran Church (LCMS)
Pastor: David M. Johnson, 763-262-7782, 11185 27th Ave SE. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am, Sun. School 10:30am, Wed. J.U.M.P. 6pm.
Becker Baptist Church
Pastors: Nathan Bucher (Senior), Kevin Drehmel (Youth) & Amy Drehmel 
(Dir. of Child/Fam. Ministry), 763-261-4202, 11951 Hancock St. Services: 
Sun. Worship/Children 10:30am, Sun. School 9:15am, Wed. AWANA/
Youth Group 6:30pm during school year. www.beckerbaptist.org. 
Becker Evangelical Free Church
Pastors: Patrick Drury (Senior), Chris Salvevold (Youth), 763-261-4125, 
Becker High School, Office: 11373 150th Ave SE. Services: Sun. Worship/
Teaching/Fellowship 10am.
Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 12100 Sherburne Ave. Services: Sat. 
Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8:30am & 10:30am. Masses held 1st, 3rd & 5th Sun-
days of the month. (Masses held on 2nd & 4th Sundays in Big Lake).
Faith (Becker) Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Yolanda Denson-Byers & Vicar Molly Wills, 763-261-5751, 11755 
Sherburne Ave. Services: Sun. Worship 9:30 am, Sun. School 8:30am, 
Wed. Confirmation 5:30pm, Senior High Youth Group 1st & 3rd Wed. 6pm  
www.faithlutheran-becker.org.
Oakwood Community Church Assemblies of God
Pastors: Gerry Bass & Sarah, 763-220-6004, 13140 1st St (SW Corner of 
Becker Furniture World). Services: Sun. Bible Study/Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Snake River Free Church
Pastor: Steve Johnston, 612-219-8648, 180th St SE. Services: Sun. Worship/
Sun. School 10:30am., Hymn Sing is second Sun. of every month.
Becker Christian Center & Abundant Grace Church
Pastor: Ken Hanson, 763-262-2177, 15455 59th St SE. Services: Sun. Praise 
& Worship 9:30am, Wed. Family Fellowship 7pm.
Beacon House of Prayer
Pastors: Brian & Linda Holmes, 763-263-3771, 12264 Pleasant Ave. Ser-
vices: Thurs. Worship 6:30pm.
Free Grace United
Pastor: Kevin Wilson, 763-245-0001, Becker High School, 12000 Hancock 
St, Enter door 11. Services: Wed. Worship 6:30pm.

• BIG LAKE
Acts Seventh-Day Adventists Community Church
Pastor: Bill Nixon, 763-263-2287, 20455 187th Ave NW. Services: Sat. 
Worship 9am, Sat. Sabbath School 10:15am.
Bethany Bible Church
763-263-2167, 511 Eagle Lake Road. Services: Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Bridgeview Assembly of God
Pastor: Steve Royalty, 763-263-6274, 20500 County Road 11. Services: 
Sun. Worship 10am, Wed. Service 6:30pm.
SVEA Hill Covenant Church
Pastor: Don Bellach, 763-263-6322, 16392 235th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Cornerstone Baptist Church
Pastor: Gordon Langdon, 763-263-7878, 15300 County Road 35. 
Hope Lutheran Church (ELCA) in Orrock
763-263-7990. www.hopeintherefuge.weebly.com.
IFLESIA AMOR VIVIENTE Living Love Church
Pastores: Juan & Patricia Aguayo, 763-607-5403, 21 Lake St N. Services: 
Sat. 6pm.
Lord of Glory Lutheran Church
Pastor: Marty Mably, 763-263-3090, 15550 190th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
8am & 10am.
Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 440 Lake St N. Services: Sat. Mass 
5pm; Sun. 8:30am & 10:30am. Masses held on 2nd & 4th Sundays of the 
month (Masses held on 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays in Becker).
Riverside Church
Online: www.myrc.church, 763-263-2410, 20314 County Road 14. Ser-
vices: Sun 8:45am, 10:30am & 12:05pm.
Saron Lutheran Church
Pastor: Kyle Sidlo, 763-263-2209, 311 Lake St. S. Services: Sun. Worship 

9:30am, indoors or livestream.

• SANTIAGO
South Santiago Lutheran Church ELCA
Pastor: Daryl Thul, 763-662-2048, 14675 37th St. Services: Sun. 8am in 
Sanctury Worship, 10am in Sanctuary. Audio broadcast in parking lot for 
both services.
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church E.L.S. & Princeton Evangelical School
Pastor: Timothy Zenda, 763-662-2570, 18977 17th St. Services: Sun. 
School/Bible Class 10:30am, Divine Worship 9am.
Glendorado Lutheran (ELCA)
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Shari Routh, 920-573-0193, 1100 186th Ave NE. Services: Sun 
Good Shepherd 9am, Sun. Glendorado 10:30am.
Gethsemane Church (ELCA) – Ronneby
Pastor: Barbara Peterson, 320-983-5002, 14478 78th St. NE. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Glendorado Evangelical Country Church
Pastor: Sam Alfano, 763-662-2244, 16999 Glendorado Road NE. Services: 
Sun. School 9:30am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• CLEAR LAKE
Living Waters Church
Pastor: Mark Stahl, 320-292-0250, 7830 Church St. Services: Sun. Worship 
10am, Wed. Bible Study 6:30pm.
Trinity Lutheran Church Missouri Synod
Pastor: Josh Reber, 320-743-2919, 8641 Main Ave. Services: Sun. Worship 
8:45am, Sun. School 9:45am.
SHED Church - Non-Denomination in Palmer
Pastor: TBD, 320-241-0123, Palmer Town Hall, 4180 105th Ave. Services: 
Sun. 5pm.
St. Marcus Catholic Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-743-2481, 8701 Main Ave. Services: Sat. 
Confessions 4:15pm, Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. 8am.

• DUELM
St. Lawrence Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-968-7502, 10915 Duelm Road NE. Ser-
vices: Sun. Mass 10am, Tues. Mass 8am.

• CLEARWATER
Clearwater United Methodist Church
Pastor: Alison Hendley, 320-558-2581, 405 Main St. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9:30am.
Freedom Bible Church
605 Lime St. (Old Clearwater Post Office). Services: Sun. Bible Study 
9:30am & 6pm, Sun. Worship 10:45am, Wed. Bible Study 7pm.
Rejoice Lutheran Church – ELCA
Pastor: Jim Bump, 320-558-6851, 1155 County Road 75. Services: Sun. 
Worship 9:30am.
Church of St. Luke
Father: Dennis Backer, 320-558-2124, 17545 Huber Ave NW. Services: 
Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8am & 10am, Weekday Mass Tues.-Fri. 8am/
Sat. 9am.
Tri-County Alliance Church
Pastor: David Fogal, 320-558-2750, 8464 160th St NW. Services: Sun. 
School 9am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• SILVER CREEK
Immanuel Lutheran Church
Pastor: Ken Tatkenhorst, 763-878-2820, 11390 Elliot Ave NW. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am
Silver Creek Community Church
Pastor: Zach Pryor, 320-963-3957, 4282 114th St NW. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9am, Sun. Fellowship 10am, Sun. School 10:30am. 

RYAN HUBBARD
763-263-8334 

RESIDENTIAL  • COMMERCIAL - AGRICULTURAL

6715 125th Ave - Clear Lake, MN
320.743.2387 • Cell: 320.290.9843

Scott & Tonia Ulsby

KEN GEROUX CONSTRUCTION
C O R P O R A T I O N

Integrity • Excellence
Uncompromising Customer Satisfaction

Lic. #BC002757
Big Lake • 763-263-6878

Order Online!

Becker Pizza Depot
The Area’s Best Pizza -- Ask Anyone!

14281 Bank Street, Becker • 763-262-2700
www.BeckerPizzaDepot.com • Facebook: Pizza Depot

Pizza, Wings & More

290 EAGLE LAKE RD. N. BIG LAKE
763-263-3262 • WWW.CORNEROAKSDENTAL.COM

FAMILY & COSMETIC DENTISTRY

DR. REED DILL & 
DR. PETER KUEFLER

16455 122nd St Becker MN 55308

763-263-9471

Big Lake

 763-263-6350
parkdental.com

Church DirectoryChurch DirectoryChurch Directory

320-743-2479 
• dahlensheetmetal@frontier.com
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Obituaries

Helen Esther Hyttsten, age 
95 of Becker died on January 
28, 2022.  Services celebrating 
her life were held on Wednes-
day, February 2, 2022 at 10:30 
am at Riverside Church in 
Big Lake, Minnesota.  Pas-
tor Skipp Machmer and Glen 
McKinney officiated.  Inter-
ment was at Becker Cemetery.

Helen was born Novem-
ber 25, 1926 to John and Della 
(Gilyard) Henry in rural Foley.  
She graduated from Foley 
High School and attended St. 
Cloud Beauty College.  Helen 
married Lester Hyttsten on 
January 20, 1951.  Helen was 
a homemaker, helped on the 
farm, cut hair and later was a 
rural mail carrier in Becker. 

Helen’s passion for life, 
faith, and love for others 
was seen through her every-
day activities.  As a devoted 
farm wife and mother, Helen 
worked side by side with Les-
ter, the love of her life.  Her 
presence, encouragement, 
and care made for a secure 
and loving home for her three 
children.  Helen loved hosting 
and entertaining friends and 
relatives.  Lots of food, lots 
of fun, and heartfelt caring 
defined any birthday, anni-
versary or other excuse to get 
together.  Helen loved her yard 
and especially her raspberries.  
Her famous jam was enjoyed 
by so many.  Another way that 

Helen blessed others was with 
the kitchen towels she em-
broidered.  The only thing she 
enjoyed more than hand stitch-
ing each one, was giving them 
away to those she cared for.  

Ultimately Helen’s life 
was defined by her faith and 
love for her Lord Jesus Christ.  
She loved the richness of the 
old hymns and embraced the 
new worship styles as she 
thrived on worshipping to-
gether with all generations.  
Helen consistently read and 
studied the Scripture with 
great passion.  Her joy was not 
in the religious activity but in 
living out the gospel in each 
area and circumstance of life.  
We miss her greatly.       

Helen is survived by her 
brother Alvin (Connie) Henry 
of Foley.  Son David (Dianne) 
of Monticello, daughters Joyce 
(Ken) Herbranson of Battle 
Lake, Della (Calvin) Anderson 
of Paynesville, grandchildren 
Dan (Mamie) Hyttsten, Naomi 
(Darren) Lieser, John (Jaynee) 
Hyttsten, Anna (Jason) Wilk-
erson, Carrie (Ian) Cadorna, 
Molly (CJ) Barr, Mark (Erin) 
Anderson, Matthew Ander-
son, great grandchildren Sam, 
Hannah, Josiah, Tirzah, Ezra, 
Eliza, Zeke, August, Lance, 
Hugo, Lainey, Ellie, Milroy, 
Wilfred, Mabel, Eowyn, and 
Wilder and many nieces and 
nephews.

Helen was preceded in 
death by her husband Lester 
on February 16, 2008, broth-
ers Vernon Henry and Donald 
Henry, sisters Alma Herbst 
and Doris Neumann. 

Visitation was held on 
Tuesday, February 1 from 
5:00 – 7:00PM at Peter-
son-Grimsmo Chapel, 250 E 
Broadway St and one hour be-
fore the funeral at the church 
on Wednesday.

Helen Esther Hyttsten, Age 95
Becker, MN 

November 25, 1926 – January 28, 2022

John (Jose) Joseph Hel-
get, passed away peacefully at 
home, January 28th, 2022, at 
the age of 72.  

John was born on April 
28, 1949, in St. Cloud, MN, 
to Edward Paul Sr. & Lorraine 
Johanna (Seefeldt) Helget of 
Clearwater, MN.  He attended 
Clearwater School through 8th 
grade and Tech High School.  
John was self-employed as a 
painter with Bob White in An-
nandale (1973-81).  A member 
of Clearwater Volunteer Fire 
Department 20 years (1975-
95) & Clearwater Sportsman’s 
Club.  John was employed 
as a Mechanic for 31+ years. 
(1982-2013).  He enjoyed 
hunting, fishing, 4-wheeling 
and spending time at their 
Towering Pines in Lake of the 
Woods.  

John is survived by his 
wife Ruth (Lee) they shared 20 
years together; daughters Les-
lie Newman, Laura (Jeremy) 
Neu, Alisha (Brent) Schubbe, 
3 granddaughters,  2 grand-
sons,  9 great-grandchildren, 
Special Nephew Keith Hel-
get, godchild Renee Wittrock, 
former wife Kitty Johansen & 
many other family & friends.  
John was preceded in death 
by his parents, Lorraine and 
Edward Helget Sr., brother 
Edward Helget Jr., stepmother 
Virginia C. (Seefeldt), best 
friend Tom Ness.  He will 

be greatly missed by fam-
ily and friends.  John earned 
his medallions for 40 years 
of sobriety that he credited 
to the AA Program and his 
Higher Power. A service will 
be held at 11 a.m. Saturday, 
February 5th, 2022, with Dea-
con Steve Yanish officiating.  
Visitation will be one hour 
before, masks are required, at 
Clearwater United Methodist 
Church, Clearwater, MN.  A 
luncheon will follow.  Ashes 
will be scattered at Lake of the 
Woods.

Honorary Pallbearers:  
Keith Helget, Tom Ness, Den-
nis Mix, Ron Niebolte, Randy 
Steinhaus, Mark Steinhaus, 
Scott Seefeldt, Brandon Hane-
beuth, Jacob Fyle & Wayne 
Weisman  

Obituary Online at    
https://create.epilogg.com/ep-
ilogg/view/3300

John J. Helget , Age 72
Annandale, MN

April 28, 1949 – January 28, 2022

Norma Mitchell
We regret to announce 

that due to circumstances be-
yond our control, we have to 
postpone our Mother’s (Norma 
Mitchell) celebration of life. We 
are hoping that we will be able 
to have it in the spring. We will 
post the new date and time as 
soon as we are able to. We 
apologize for any inconve-
nience this may have caused.

The Children of 
Norma Mitchell
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