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By Bill Morgan, 
Editor

On Monday, the Sher-
burne County Attorney’ s 
2ffice filed court SaSers to 
dismiss their case against 
0atthew :alNer $nderson, 
a 0innesota gun owner 
who was facing multiSle 
felony charges for Sossess-
ing firearms that did not 
haYe serial numbers.

7he decision comes 
just days after the Minne-
sota 6uSreme Court ruled 
that state law allows 0in-
nesotans to Sossess certain 
firearms that lacN serial 
numbers.

In May of 2022, An-
derson and a friend were 
target shooting on Sri-
Yate SroSerty in 6her-
burne County. $n incident 
SromSted a comSlaint from 
a neighbor,  who said he 
³heard glass shatter´ on the 
lower leYel of his home. 
'iscoYering a broNen slid-
ing glass door the neighbor 
called the Solice leading 
to the interYention of local 
sheriff¶s deSuties.

$nderson fully co-
oSerated with the deSuty 
who arriYed to insSect the 
shooting range. +e and 
his friend agreed to show 
the deSuty their firearms, 
which included $nderson¶s 
SriYately made firearms 
that did not haYe serial 

numbers.
Anderson was then 

detained for seYeral hours 
and the firearms were con-
fiscated. $nderson was 
told by the deSuties that 
he would be charged for 
Sossessing firearms with-
out serial numbers, Yio-
lating 0innesota 6tatutes 
���.������, a state law 
which bans 0innesotans 
from Sossessing firearms 
that do not haYe a serial 

number. 
$nderson was charged 

with two felonies si[ weeNs 
after the incident. 7he case 
centered on two riÀes be-
longing to the ���year�old.

Anderson’ s mother, 
6ara )orgues, said that her 
son had consulted with an 
$7) agent Srior to building 
his firearms to ensure he 
was abiding by all releYant 
laws. 7he agent reSortedly 
confirmed that $nderson 
was not Yiolating any fed-
eral or Nnown state laws.

7he case has cost 
:alNer and his family dis-
tress as well as financial 
Seril. )orgues belieYes that 
the charges was an abuse of 
legal Sower from the state. 
,n order to helS coYer her 
son¶s legal costs, the family 
had to diS into $nderson¶s 
college fund.

,n )ebruary of ����, 
a trial aSSeared liNely for 
Anderson after Sherburne 
County 'istrict Court 
-udge, the +onorable .risti 
-anislawsNi, issued a rul-
ing reMecting three defense 
counsel motions to dismiss 
charges in the case.

/ast weeN, the 0inne-
sota 6uSreme Court issued 
a ��� ruling in a seSarate 
case which said the state 
law in Tuestion ³criminal-
i]es the Sossession of a fire-
arm without a serial number 
only when the firearm must 

haYe a serial number under 
federal law.´

6ince federal law does 
not reTuire SriYately�made 
firearms created for Ser-
sonal use to haYe a serial 
number, the 6uSreme Court 
effectiYely said Sersonal 
SriYately�made guns which 
lacN a serial number are 
legal in 0innesota.

)ollowing the 6uSreme 
Court¶s ruling, )orgues said 
she belieYed the charges 
against her son should be 
droSSed. 6en. $ndrew 
0athews and ReS. 6hane 
0eNeland, Solitical reS-
resentatives of Sherburne 
County issued statements 
calling on Srosecutors to 
droS the charges against 
$nderson. 

On Monday, the Sher-
burne County Attorney’ s 
2ffice filed court SaSers to 
dismiss their case against 
$nderson. 7he dismissal 
document, which was only 
two lines long, referenced 
the 6uSreme Court¶s recent 
decision and is signed by 
Dawn Nyhus, Sherburne 
County¶s lead attorney who 
was aSSointed to the Mob in  
May after 22-year former 
attorney .athleen +eaney 
retired.

MATTHEW “WALKER” 
ANDERSON had his case 
dropped by Sherburne 
County following a supreme 
court ruling in another similar 
case. (Archive Patriot Photo).

Walker Case Dropped

By Bill Morgan, 
Editor

Minnesota’ s Northstar 
commuter rail is slated to 
end in -anuary, according 
to an uSdate from 0etro-
7ransit. 

(arlier in ����, 
MnDOT and the Metro-
Solitan Council started re-
assessing the train serYice 
that connects Big /aNe 
with downtown 0inneaS-
olis. 3rior to the Sandemic 
in �������, aSSro[imately 
�,��� to �,��� SeoSle rode 
the trains on a daily basis, 
but ² according to 03R 
1ews, that number fell 
to Must a few hundred. ,n 
����, the line earned about 
����,��� in fares but had 
oSerating costs of roughly 
���.� million. 

:ith declining rid-

ershiS and rising costs, 
0etro7ransit Slans to re-
Slace the commuter trains 
with buses that will mostly 

follow the same route as 
1orthstar. $ccording to a 
Sresentation this Sast weeN, 
the last run will be on either 
6at., -an, �, ����, or 6un., 
-an, �, ����, after the 0in-
nesota 9iNings¶ last regular 

season game.
Northstar Commuter 

Rail serYice announced 
they will transition to more 

freTuent bus serYice to off-
set the loss of the train. 7his 
change will allow 0etro 
7ransit to SroYide Àe[ible 
bus serYice designed to 
meet diYerse traYel needs 
that better match Sost�San-

demic traYel Satterns. 7hey 
say they understand that 
this is a significant change 
for their riders and they 
want to maNe sure that the 
bus serYice they SroYide 
best meets the needs of the 
community in this corridor.

2riginally, the com-
muter line was suSSosed 
to connect the 7win Cities 
with 6t. Cloud, but an e[-
tension beyond Big /aNe 
neYer haSSened. 6ome say 
that¶s why the serYice has 
neYer SrosSered. RidershiS 
on 1orthstar also trails be-
hind commuter serYices of 
similar si]e.

As Metro Transit de-
signs a bus serYice Slan, 
they are e[Sloring oStions 
that SroYide serYice eYery 
�� minutes during rush 
hours �� ± ���� a.m. and � 
± ���� S.m.� and eYery �� 

minutes during the midday 
����� a.m. to � S.m.� in both 
directions, serYing stations 
between downtown Minne-
aSolis and the Ramsey 6ta-
tion area. +oweYer, 0etro 
7ransit currently does not 
haYe the authority to oSer-
ate buses to Big /aNe or (lN 
River stations in Sherburne 
County. $ date for transi-
tioning from commuter rail 
to bus serYice has not yet 
been set.

Northstar was estab-
lished in ���� and oSerates 
on B16) Railway tracN-
age, which also manages it 
through its commuter rail 
diYision. �Besides 1orth-
star, B16) runs Sassenger 
trains for 0etra in ,llinois, 
6ounder in :ashington, 
and 0etrolinN in Califor-
nia.� 

Northstar Commuter Rail set to discontinue

By Bill Morgan, 
Editor

As innuendo, rumor 
and assumStions reach eSic 
SroSortions, the P a t riot  is 
deliYering this article to try 
and Tuiet the sSeculation 
�or stir it uS� in regards to 
BecNer¶s local Sost office.

Currently, the BecNer 
3.2. resides at ����� �st 
6treet in the striS mall ne[t 
to Bill¶s 6uSerette. 7hey¶Ye 
been in that location since 
����. +oweYer, through the 
years, the owners of said 
striS mall haYe housed the 
3.2. with an annual lease. 
7he current owner of the 
striS mall is Bill¶s )amily 
)oods, ,nc., who holds the 
current lease and who in-
structed the 3.2. a couSle 
years ago to try and find a 
new sSace since Bill¶s 6u-

Serette Slan�s� to demolish 
the e[isting structure to 
house a new gas station�
store.

:ith the ��� year 
³heads�uS´, Bill¶s assumed 
the Sost office would be 
actiYely searching for a  
new location or consider 
building their own store. 

+oweYer, in light of Bill¶s 
efforts to reach out to the 
Sost office, a deaf ear was 
returned. 7he owners of 
Bill¶s continually made 
contact with the Sost office 
through the course of the 
last ��� years only to hear 
nothing bacN from them.

Bill¶s owner, *rant 
Rademacher SroSosed a 
�,����sTuare�foot facility 
near Bill¶s )amily )oods 
with a ���year lease, but 
the 8636 failed to act 
SromStly, missing an oS-
Sortunity to secure a suit-
able location. 

BecNer 0ayor 0arN 
.olbinger ² since taNing 
office in -anuary ² has 
been tirelessly trying to 
worN some magic to NeeS 

Will Becker lose their post office?

POST OFFICE
to page 4
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6en. $ndrew 0athews 
�R±3rinceton� and ReS. 
6hane 0eNeland �R±Clear 
/aNe� issued the following 
statement after the Minne-
sota 6uSreme Court ruled 
last :ednesday in 6tate Y. 
9agle. 7his decision has 
imSlications for :alNer 
$nderson, of BecNer, who 
has been facing felony 
charges for Sossessing Sri-
Yately made firearms lacN-
ing serial numbers.

3rior to the county 
droSSing charges, the state-
ment said the following�

³,n light of the 6tate Y. 
9agle decision, the charges 
against 0r. $nderson haYe 
no Sath forward and it¶s 
time for this witch hunt to 
end so this young man can 
go on with his life. 7hese 
baseless charges and gross 
misinterSretation of state 
law already haYe caused 
0r. $nderson to suffer 
great damages oYer the last 
three years and it needs to 
end now.´

Mathews, 
Mekeland 

chime in

BILL & MARION MEYER recently celebrated their 70th 
wedding anniversary at Clearwater Estates on July 19. All five 
of their daughters were there to help them celebrate along 
with many relatives, neighbors and friends. (Submitted Photo).

Congratulations on 70 years!



T O  T H E  E D I T O R :
It was just announced that 
they are planning on discon-
tinuing the Northstar Train 
-anuary �, after the final 9i-
kings regular season game.  
Now let me remind you why 
we built the Northstar in the 
first Slace, it was to relieYe 
auto congestion on the Hwy. 
10 corridor during the week-
day morning and afternoon 
commutes.  Being a “public 
good”, you know, ‘ helping 
the tax payer get to and from 
worN more efficiently¶,  ta[-
payer dollars were used to 
build and subsidize the train.  
The train was not constructed 
so that the “sports fans” had 
an easier way to get to and 
from sSorting eYents.  6o you 
are telling me that instead of 
closing the Northstar Train 
down tomorrow, we are going 
to keep it running, hemor-
rhaging money all so that we 
can run ���� sSecial 9iNings 
trains"  7hat¶s �� additional 
round trips in addition to the 
420 weekday round trips that 
would occur between now 
and -anuary �.  9iNing own-
ers, ( and you Twins owners 
too)  it seems that you should 
be coYering the trains oSerat-
ing losses between now and 
J anuary if you are the reason 
we are not shutting it down 
sooner.
Bret R .  C o l l i er
Bi g  L ake,  M N

T O  T H E  E D I T O R :
ReS. 6hane 0eNeland did 
Yery well in reSresenting re-
peat DWI offenders when he 
was one of only fiYe 0inne-
sota legislators to Yote against 
HF2130, a law to increase 
penalties on those who cause 
injury, death and property 
damage by reSeatedly driYing 
drunN. 3erhaSs the Yictims of  
that crime don¶t feel well reS-
resented by 0eNeland" 7hat 
law was put forward after 
two people were killed and 
oYer a do]en inMured when 
a reSeat ':, driYer Slowed 
into an outdoor restaurant ter-
race. But of course there is a 
long line of Yictims oYer the 
years. 7hanNfully, ,¶Ye neYer 
suffered inMury but , haYe 
suffered property damage on 
two occasions from folks who 
couldn¶t abstain from driYing 
drunN. $n oYerwhelming 

majority of his fellow Re-
Sublicans Yoted for that com-
mon-sense legislation, but 
0eNeland chose to align with 
a few fringe reSs who don¶t 
seem to belieYe in Sersonal 
responsibility and account-
ability. Can anyone take him 
seriously as a reSresentatiYe 
with that record?
A ntho ny  T ho m p s o n
Bi g  L ake,  M N

T O  T H E  E D I T O R :
“Tax ation without repre-
sentation,´ grieYance �� of 
�� grieYances sent to .ing 
George by the colonists, is 
still our battlecry today.  The 
first Congress enacted the 
7ariff of ���� to Say war 
debts and Srotect Àedgling 
industries.  ,n ����, Congress 
abolished the internal tax es to 
Say for the :ar of ���� and 
abolished all offices and offi-
cers to collect them.  Lincoln 
signed a temporary tax  act at 
�� on income oYer ���� to 
fund the CiYil :ar.  7he 6u-
Sreme Court ������ declared 
it unconstitutional, according 
to $rticle ,, 6ection � of the 
86 Constitution.  But, the 
��th $mendment in ���� 
authori]ed Congress to leYy 
corporate and personal in-
come tax es and established 
the Bureau of ,nternal ReY-
enue.  3resident RooseYelt, 
in ����, signed the 6ocial 
6ecurity $ct, designating the 
Bureau to collect reYenues 
at the rate of �� of the first 
��,��� earned.  7he 9ictory 
7a[ surcharge of ����, to Say 
WWII debts, raised the rate to 
�� on a net income of ����.  
,n ����, the Bureau become 
the ,nternal ReYenue 6erYice.   
,n ����, :e the 3eoSle again 
claim the slogan of “tax ation 
without representation.”  We 
the People do not directly 
Yote on ta[ation.  7he 86$ 
is not a democracy, rather a 
constitional republic, and we 
elect politicians to pass laws.  
0ight the reintroduction of 
tariffs finance goYernment"  
In his inauguation speech on 
-anuary ��, ����, 3resident 
Trump announced the cre-
ation of the ([ternal ReYenue 
6erYice. 
D r.  P hy l l i s  E .  V anBuren
C l earw ater,  M N
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ST A T E  O F  M I N N E SO T A
D I ST R I C T  C O U R T

C O U N T Y  O F  SH E R BU R N E
T E N T H  JU D I C I A L  D I ST R I C T

P R O BA T E  D I V I SI O N
C ou rt F i l e N o.:  71- P R - 25- 1 19
I n R e the E s tate of  D aw n M . 
H ans en Bri s bi n, D ec ed ent.

N O T I C E  A N D  O R D E R  
F O R H E A R I N G O N  P E T I T I O N  
F O R  D E SC E N T  O F  P R O P -
E R T Y .

A Petition for Determination 
of Descent has been filed with 
this Court. The Petition represents 
that the Decedent died more than 
three years ago, leaYing SroSerty 
in 0innesota and reTuests the 
descent of such property be deter-
mined and assigned by this Court 
to the persons entitled to the prop-
erty. 

Any objections to the Peti-
tion must be filed with the Court 
prior to or raised at the hearing. 
If proper, and no objections are 
filed or raised, the Petition may 
be granted. 

I T  I S O R D E R E D  and No-
tice is further giYen, that the 3eti-
tion will be heard on October 22, 
����, at ���� 3.0., by this Court at 

����� Business Center 'riYe 1:, 
(lN RiYer, 0innesota.

�. 1otice shall be giYen to 
all interested Sersons �0,11. 
67$7.� ���.������ and Sersons 
who haYe filed a demand for no-
tice Sursuant to 0innesota 6tat-
utes section ���.�����.

�. 1otice shall be giYen by 
publishing this Notice and Order 
as SroYided by law and by mailing 
a copy of this Notice and Order at 
least 14 days prior to the hearing 
date.
'ated� -uly ��, ����
�s� Blayne *raYes, 
Deputy Court Administrator
A t t orney  f or P et it ioner:
$dam -. .aufman 
+enningson 	 6no[ell, /td. 
���� :edgwood Road, 6uite ��� 
0aSle *roYe, 01, ����� 
$ttorney /icense 1o� ������� 
7eleShone� ����� �������� 
)$;� ����� �������� 
(mail� 
ak auf manc al he nns nox l aw .c om
( Published in the P a t rio t � 
��������, ���������.
___________________________

C I T Y  O F  BI G  L A K E
N O T I C E  O F  P U BL I C  H E A R I N G  F O R  A  C O N D I T I O N A L  

U SE  P E R M I T  F O R  A N  A C C E SSO R Y  C O M M E R C I A L  
D A Y C A R E  A T  31 1 L A K E  ST R E E T  

Y ou are hereby notified that the Big Lake Planning Commis-
sion will hold a public hearing to consider a Conditional U se Permit 
to allow an accessory commercial daycare at ��� /aNe 6treet. 7he 
hearing will be held in the Big Lake City Hall Council Chambers 
located at ��� /aNe 6treet 1orth on T ues d ay , Sep tem ber 2, 2025, at 
or  abou t 6: 00 p .m .  or shortly thereafter.

A p p l i c ant:  Crystal Bray-Cotten, Woodland E x plorers, LLC, 
���� )airhill /ane, 0onticello, 01 �����

O w ner:  6aron /utheran Church, ��� /aNe 6treet 6, Big /aNe, 
01 �����

L oc ati on :  ��� /aNe 6treet 6, Big /aNe, 01 �����
P I D :  ��������������
R eq ues t( s ) :  A conditional use permit to allow an accessory 

commercial daycare facility in the AG zoning district as allowed by 
6ection ����.�� of the =oning 2rdinance. 

If you desire to be heard in reference to this matter, you are 
encouraged to attend the scheduled public hearing or submit writ-
ten comments to City Hall prior to the hearing. Comments can be 
emailed to Consultant 3lanner .endra /indahl, $,C3 at Nlindahl#
landform.net or mailed to City +all at ��� /aNe 6treet 1orth. 
�s� .endra /indahl, $,C3
Consulting City Planner
City of Big Lake
( Published in the P at riot � ��������.�

2ur loYing wife, mother 
and grandmother� $nn .arla 
�Buhl� .uschel, ��, of BecNer, 
0innesota, went to be with the 
Lord J esus Christ peace-
fully on $ugust � 
surrounded by her 
loYed ones after a 
courageous bat-
tle with cancer. 

Born on 
August 14, 
����, in (s-
therYille, ,owa, 
to J erome and 
9iolet �Cebulla� 
Buhl, Ann grew up 
in 'unnell, 0inne-
sota, and graduated from 
6herburn +igh 6chool. 6he fur-
thered her education at Granite 
)alls 9ocational and 7echnical 
College, where she earned her 
associates degree as an Optician. 
6he went on to worN in the oSti-
cal field for ��� years and then 
also worked as a Chiropractic 
assistant. 

2n 2ctober �, ����, $nn 
married the loYe of her life, 
Ronald /. .uschel, in 6her-
burn, 0innesota. 7ogether, they 
welcomed their son 0athew, in 
���� and built a life filled with 
loYe and adYenture. ,n ���� the 
couple settled in Becker, where 
they made their home for nearly 
four decades.

Ann was a woman with a 
Sassion for traYel that tooN her 
and Ronald across the U nited 
6tates on their motorcycle, e[-
ploring the open road and cre-
ating countless memories. Their 
loYe for adYenture also led them 
to enjoy 13 unforgettable cruises, 
embracing the beauty of the 
world together. $nn¶s warmth 
and ]est for life touched eYery-
one she met, and her deYotion to 
her family was unwaYering.

$nn¶s /oYe for gardening 
and plants was a cornerstone 
of her life, bringing beauty and 
tranTuility to her home and those 
around her. 6he had a remarN-
able gift for nurturing her garden, 
where Yibrant Àowers and lush 
greenery Àourished under her 
care. Whether tending to her col-
orful Àower beds, or cultiYating 
indoor plants, Ann found joy in 
eYery bloom and leaf. +er garden 
was a reÀection of her nurturing 
spirit. 

6he was a Sroud grand-
mother to fiYe grandchildren²
Bryce, Bella, Boston, Blayne, 
and Brielle .uschel²who 

brought immense joy to 
her life. $nn¶s legacy 

of loYe and laugh-
ter will liYe on 
through them.

Ann was 
preceded in 
death by her 
parents, J e-
rome and 9iolet 
Buhl;  brothers, 

Roger and Don-
ald Buhl;  father-in-

law, Richard .uschel� 
mother-in-law, Renee 

.uschel� sisters�in�law, Charlene 
Hentges and Carol Theisen;  and 
brothers�in�law, RicN .uschel, 
-im 0elton, -erry )reyman and 
J oel Burmeister.

6he is surYiYed by her be-
loYed husband of �� years, Ron-
ald .uschel of BecNer� her son, 
0athew �Cassandra� .uschel of 
Clear /aNe, 01� her fiYe cher-
ished grandchildren;  and her 
siblings� .athy �.eYin� *regg 
of Courtland, 01, 6usan Bur-
meister of 6herburn, 01, Carol 
�Bryan� 6chafer of BoyceYille, 
WI, and Tom ( Deb)  Buhl of 
-amestown, 1'. 6he is also 
surYiYed by sisters�in�law /ynn 
Buhl of Waukon, IA, Rita Buhl, 
Rosenberg 7;, Connie 0elton 
of Peoria, IL, Coleen Freyman of 
BrooNlyn 3arN 01, and .aren 
.uschel of 6t. Cloud, 01� and 
brother-in-law, Gary Hentges. 
Plus, many nieces, nephews, 
cousins, aunts, uncles and dear 
friends. 

$nn¶s adYenturous sSirit, 
generous heart, and loYe for her 
family will be deeply missed 
but foreYer remembered by all 
who knew her. A celebration of 
her life will be held at the Wil-
liams Dingmann Funeral Home 
in BecNer, 01 on :ednesday, 
$ugust ��th from ���Sm. 

Ann liked to donate to the 
Becker Area Food shelf and 
6haring and Caring +ands in 
0inneaSolis.  

,n lieu of Àowers or gifts, 
please donate to one of those 
great organizations. Or feel free 
to make one to the charity of your 
choice. 

Ann Karla (Buhl) Kuschel , 66
Becker, MN

August 14th 1958 – August 8th 2025

Obituaries

Enough Is Enough 
I am calling on state 

leaders to come clean about 
a growing pattern of misman-
agement and Tuestionable 
practices under the current 
administration.

)rom massiYe fraud 
scandals to cybersecurity 
breaches that disrupt basic 
goYernment oSerations, 0in-
nesotans are seeing a trou-
bling trend. Time and time 
again, problems are swept 
under the rug, timelines are 
Yague, and accountability is 
nowhere to be found. We can-
not stand for this any longer.

I, along with other House 
Republican leaders, are de-
manding answers from 6t. 
3aul 0ayor 0elYin Carter 
regarding the recent cyber-
security breach that has left 
0innesota¶s caSital city oS-
erating in a state of limited 
digital functionality. Nearly 
two weeks after the breach 
became public, the city has 
yet to SroYide clear informa-
tion on its scoSe, seYerity, or 
recoYery timeline.

*iYen that 6aint 3aul is 
not only 0innesota¶s caSital 
city but also the administra-
tiYe hub for state goYernment, 
the disruption raises serious 
concerns about the security 
of the 6tate CaSitol ComSle[, 
payroll processing, and the in-
tegrity of both state and local 
systems.

When something this se-
rious happens, we should not 
haYe to drag information out 
of our leaders. E ach day that 
goes by without clear answers 
undermines public trust and 
raises new Tuestions about 
what else is being hidden.

,n a letter to 0ayor 
Carter, Republican leaders 
pressed for urgent answers, 
including�

•  The estimated timeline 
for fully restoring access to 
city systems;

� :hich systems haYe 
been compromised or remain 
unaYailable�

•  Whether any employee, 
resident, or operational data 
was accessed or ex posed;

•  The impact on pay-
roll operations and whether 
emSloyees are receiYing full 
compensation;

•  Whether the breach has 
affected any state, county, or 
federal systems.

This is bigger than any 
one incident. 0innesotans are 
watching a disturbing pattern 
emerge, and it¶s time we hold 
those in power accountable. 
,f our citi]ens can¶t trust us 
to protect their information, 
safeguard their tax  dollars, 
and tell them the truth, then 
we haYe failed in our most 
basic responsibility.

+ouse ReSublicans haYe 
reTuested a briefing on the 
scope of the cybersecurity 
breach and any related op-
erational disruptions no later 
than $ugust ��, ����.

7he SeoSle of 0innesota 
deserYe the truth²and they 
deserYe it now.

By Rep.
Paul Novotny

Galapagos Tortoise
I think it would be safe 

to say that most people are 
aware of turtles and tortoises. 
But at the same time, I think 
there is a lot of confusion 
surrounding these cool crit-
ters. (Yen those familiar with 
these reptiles can sometimes 
haYe Tuestions about the dif-
ferences between turtles and 
tortoises.

Recently while leading a 
photo tour to the Galapagos 
Islands, in E cuador, I had a 
chance to show my group 
the difference between turtles 
and tortoises. The Galapagos 
Tortoise ( Chelonoidis niger)  
is a huge reptile species that 
is one of three sSecies natiYe 
to 6outh $merica. 7he *ala-
pagos Tortoise is the largest 
liYing sSecies of all 
tortoises.

We spent 
eight days 
liYing on a 
large ship 
that sailed 
b e t w e e n 
many of the 
Galapagos Is-
lands. One day 
we went ashore 
on 6anta Cru] ,s-
land in hopes that we might 
find and ShotograSh the giant 
tortoises. On our way to the 
Charles Darwin Research 
6tation, we stoSSed off at a 
loYely Slace that sSeciali]ed 
in maintaining the natiYe hab-
itat just for the tortoises.

'riYing down a red dirt 
road, we came across our first 
tortoise. It was slowly walk-
ing down the road. It was so 
large that it took up most of 
the road and we were unable 
to Sass by it in our Yehicle. 
We all got out and approached 
the tortoise. Nothing prepares 
you for how massiYe these 
animals become.

0ales tend to be larger 
than females. A large mature 
male can weight upwards of 
��� Sounds and measure si[ 
feet long. They stand around 
three feet tall. 2n aYerage 
males are around 400-600 
pounds while females run 
around ������� Sounds. 
:hat is eYen more imSres-
siYe is, they obtain this si]e 
with an herbiYorous diet con-
sisting of cacti, grass, green 
leaYes, lichens and fruits of 
many tropical trees such as 
oranges.

Their huge size allows 
them to build up both fat 
( food)  and water to last them 
si[ or seYen months with-
out eating or drinking. It is 
thought that these reserYes are 
what allowed them to moYe 
from the mainland of 6outh 
America to these remote is-
lands, which are oYer ��� 
miles off the coast of E cuador 
in 6outh $merica.

The primary difference 

between tortoises and turtles 
are in their habitat and some 
basic physical parts. Tortoises 
are primarily land-dwelling 
animals. 7hey haYe large, 
thick legs and stumpy feet, 

which are perfect for walk-
ing on land. Turtles 

are aTuatic and 
haYe feet that 
are thin and 
flipper-like, 
that help 
propel them 
through the 
water. Tor-

toises tend to 
liYe much lon-

ger than turtles. 
7ortoises also haYe 

high domed shells. Turtles 
haYe Àatter more hydrody-
namic shaped shells.

The Galapagos Tortoises 
often liYe oYer ��� years 
making them one of the lon-
gest liYing Yertebrates on the 
Slanet. ,n caStiYity they haYe 
liYed for oYer ��� years. 7he 
Galapagos Islands are near 
the eTuator which means 
they don¶t haYe winter in the 
traditional sense. 7hey haYe a 
wet season and a dry season. 
This allows the tortoises to be 
actiYe all year long. 3lants on 
the islands stay green all year 
SroYiding them with constant 
food sources. Their mouth is 
more liNe a bird¶s beaN, with 
sharp edges which allows 
them to eat the Àesh of cacti 
without any issues.

All together, we found 
and ShotograShed oYer a 
dozen mature Galapagos Tor-
toises which was a thrill of a 
lifetime for me. 6eeing and 
getting a chance to capture 
some images of these crea-
tures was something , won¶t 
forget for a long time.U ntil 
nex t time…

S t a n T ek iel a  is  a n a u -
t h or /  na t u ra l is t  a nd wil dl if e 
p h ot ogra p h er wh o t ra vel s  
t h e U .S . t o s t u dy  a nd c a p t u re 
ima ges  of  wil dl if e. H e c a n 
b e f ol l owed on www.I ns t a -
gra m.c om,  www.F a c eb ook .
c om. H e c a n b e c ont a c t ed 
via  h is  web  p a ge a t  www.N a -
t u reS ma rt .c om. 

By Stan Tekiela, 
Naturist

By Penny Leuthard, 
Contributing Writer

7heraSy dog 0aggie 
0ae Yisits the Clearwa-
ter Public Library once a 
month for children to prac-
tice reading to her. Her Au-
gust Yisit coincided with 
Clearwater¶s annual +er-
itage )estiYal, and Clear-
water +eritage )estiYal 
Princesses Charlene and 
Alex is took the opportunity 
to read to her themselYes.

Therapy reading dogs 
SroYide a Yariety of benefits 
to young readers. They cre-

ate a suSSortiYe, non�Mudg-
mental enYironment for 
children to imSroYe their 
reading skills and build 
confidence, helSing reduce 
the an[iety some haYe with 
reading aloud. They en-
courage a loYe of literacy 
and can helS imSroYe oYer-
all reading comprehension.

0aggie 0ae will be 
at the Clearwater Library 
again on 6eSt. � and 2ct. �, 
ready and waiting for more 
young readers to come in 
and practice their reading 
skills with her.

CLEARWATER HERITAGE FESTIVAL PRINCESSES CHAR-
LENE AND ALEXIS read to Maggie Mae, the library’s visiting 
therapy dog during the Heritage Festival at the beginning of 
August. (Submitted Photo).

Clearwater Princesses 
read to Maggie Mae



Area News

15920 Hwy. 10, Becker • 763-262-0871

Call today for a free estimate!
24/7 Service • Emergency #: 320.267.1855

Visit us online: wruckexcavating.com

Wruck Excavating Inc. — 
Your trusted septic experts

• Septic system design & installation
• Septic Tank & Drain Field Repair
• Routine Maintenance & emergency Services
• Pipe Replacement

We slaughter in-house
Call to book an appointment!

FORMERLY T&R MEATS

105 PINE ST., CLEARWATER • 320-558-6390

• Steaks • Pork Chops • Brats 
• Hot Dogs • Hamburgers 
• Chicken • Roasts & More!

We are now hiring - 
Trimmers
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Keller Lake Commons in Big Lake, now an Assisted Living Community 
offering full apartments ranging from 644 to 956 square feet. Cable is included in rents 

for private pay and housing support (formerly known as GRH) renters. Accepting EW and 
CADI. For more information please contact Nicole Gilder, Housing Director at 

763-263-2363 or check us out online at www.kellerlakecommons.com

6 Mi. S of Foley or 10 mi. N of Becker on Hwy 25 & Duelm Rd
Open 9am - 7pm

Strawberries - Watermelon - Cantaloupe  
Tomatoes - Peppers - Green Beans, Potatoes  

Cabbage - Pickling Cucumbers and Dill

Fresh Picked 
Sweet Corn

Svih el V eget ab le F arm

Real Estate

Located on Main Street, 64 Oak Ave., S. • www.EdinaRealty.comLocated on Main Street, 64 Oak Ave., S. • www.EdinaRealty.com

Rick Seagraves 
Realtor®

320-282-5656

Located on Main Street, 64 Oak Ave., S. • www.EdinaRealty.com

Ron Sherwood 
Realtor®

763-442-5949

Located on Main Street, 64 Oak Ave., S. • www.EdinaRealty.comLocated on Main Street, 64 Oak Ave., S. • www.EdinaRealty.com

Patrick Splinter 
Realtor®

612-437-1383

Located on Main Street, 64 Oak Ave., S. • www.EdinaRealty.comLocated on Main Street, 64 Oak Ave., S. • www.EdinaRealty.com

Jim Splinter 
Realtor®

320-980-0560

Located on Main Street, 64 Oak Ave., S. • www.EdinaRealty.comLocated on Main Street, 64 Oak Ave., S. • www.EdinaRealty.comLocated on Main Street, 64 Oak Ave., S. • www.EdinaRealty.com

Nancy Loidolt 
Realtor®

651-235-3709

ANNANDALE

Private lakeshore retreat on Lake Pulaski in Buffalo, MN, complete with city water/sewer. This one owner, 
custom built lake home offers desirable one-level living & 270’ of west facing, hard sand bottom shoreline. 
Ideal for swimming, fishing, boating & enjoying stunning sunsets. Whether you are looking for a development 
opportunity, multi-generational compound, or a wooded lakefront escape with privacy inside city limits. 
Updated Hardie Board siding & a new roof. Ready for you to move in and start enjoying all that Lake Pulaski 
offers-exceptional water clarity, great fishing & full recreation fun for watersports. Ample storage includes 
a heated 2-stall attached garage, 600+ sq. ft. workshop below & 30x50 pole shed. Less than an hour to MSP 
Airport with easy access to Hwy 55 & I-94. 2015 Pulaski Road, Buffalo. MLS #6762643. $1,975,000. 
Schedule your private showing today with Patrick Splinter, 612-437-1383.

3 Exclusive, eye-candy properties!

OPEN HOUSE Sat. 8/16 10am-noon

On the sandy shores of Clearwater Lake - nearly 3,200 acres with a boat-accessible restaurant. 
This updated lake home is perfect as a year-round residence or a weekend getaway. Featuring a 
remodeled kitchen & baths, two MF BR, plus a bunkhouse & office that could serve as an additional 
sleeping area, the layout offers flexibility & comfort. The walk-out LL was designed for entertaining 
with a built-in bar & covered paver patio leading to a beautifully landscaped lakeside yard. Enjoy 
100 feet of sandy shoreline, gradual elevation & clear water for swimming, boating & fishing. 
Whether you’re relaxing at the firepit, boating, swimming, or hosting guests, this property delivers 
the ultimate lake lifestyle. 11824 103rd Street NW, South Haven, MN. MLS# 6767227. $750,000. 
Schedule your private showing today with Patrick Splinter, 612-437-1383.

Nestled in the heart of Annandale is this meticulously maintained home with tons of 
updates throughout. Boasting 3 BR, 2 baths & an oversized garage with a bonus room above. 
This move-in ready home is ready for new memories to be made. Across the street from the 
splash pad at Annandale City Park, a short block & a half walk to Annandale Public Beach 
with paddle board rentals & a sandy beach. A five block walk to restored Downtown 
Annandale with many stores, shops, gym, ice cream shop & eateries. Within walking 
distance to all things fun! New landscaping, front steps, stainless kitchen appl., water 
heater & softener, furnace, central AC, garage door opener, bathroom vanities, refinished 
kitchen cabinets, restored clawfoot tub & new flooring upstairs! Come check this one out 
before it is gone! 350 Maple Ave., Annandale, MN. MLS# 6761338. $319,950. Call Rick 
Seagraves for a private showing, 320-282-5656.

OPEN HOUSE Sun., 8/17 11am-12:30pm

R alph ie’ SR alph ie’ SR alph ie’ SR alph ie’ SR alph ie’ SR alph ie’ S

Save 11¢ off per gallon on Mondays 
with Minnoco Rewards thru 9-22-25

7988 Front St. • Clear Lake 
facebook.com/ralphiesminnococlearlake

13374 US-10 • Elk River 
763.441.7077 • facebook.com/ralphiesminnoco

$ 2  
o f f

any 20# propane

$ 3 
o f f

any 30# propane

N o t  valid  w it h  any  
o t h er o f f ers ,  

s pecials  o r 
co upo ns .  

E x pires   9/ 2 3/ 2 5

N o t  valid  w it h  any  
o t h er o f f ers ,  

s pecials  o r 
co upo ns .  

E x pires  9/ 2 3/ 2 5

O R

Works Plus
 Car Wash

N o t  valid  w it h  any  
o t h er o f f ers ,  

s pecials  o r 
co upo ns .  

E x pires  9/ 2 3/ 2 5

$ 799
Reg. Price $12
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Back to School Specials!

We sell fishing licenses and 
have live bait & tackle! 

• propane refills • car wash • deli

We sell 
Sweet 

Pea’s pies!

628 Roosevelt Rd., Suite 101
St. Cloud, MN 56301

320-774-3789

Accepting all major insurance including Medicare.

w w w . eao f cm. co m

Having eye problems? We can help!

Specializing in:
• Cataracts

• Glaucoma

• Dry Eyes

“Dr. Gossman did an amazing job with 
my cataract surgery. I would highly 
recommend him!” 
— Mike Nehring, Cataract Surgery patient

• Diabetic Eye   

   Disease

• Macular 

   Degeneration

• Blurred Vision

• All Other Eye 

   Disorders

• Routine Eye Exams

Schedule your 
life-changing 

experience 
now!

Dr. Gossman has decades of experience & extensive training & expertise!

Dr. Mitchell 
Gossman

Dr. Melanie 
Thares

WE BUILD YEAR-ROUND

(320) 259-7701  |  AMERIBUILTBUILDINGS.COM

• Equestrian
• Agricultural
• Residential

• Commercial
• General Contracting

• Post Frame
• Steel Frame

MN LIC. BC116509

YOUR LOCAL 
GENERAL CONTRACTOR 

If you feel you have been affected by 
our recent storms, don’t hesitate to 
give us a call for a FREE inspection! O V E R  2 5 Y E AR S 

O F  E X PE R I E N CETNBuilds.com
MN Contractor Lic. #BC807129

O V E R  2 5 Y E AR S O V E R  2 5 Y E AR S 
952 . 42 6. 2 666

14816 Hillcrest Rd., 
Becker, MN 55308

40t h  Annual 
F ait h  F all F es t ival

Sund ay ,  Sept .  7,  11am-1pm
Food, Fun, Family, Friends
Pork Chop Dinner, Live & 
Silent Auctions, Country 

Store, Petting Zoo, Cake Walk, 
Book Mobile &  Kids Games

12 449 Clement a Ave.  N W ,  M o nt icello
w w w . lut h eran-f ait h . o rg •  763-8 78 -2 092

Worship 
at 10am

Submitted Article

Last week, 29 different 
Becker area organizations 
met at the Becker Com-
munity Center for the first 
ever Mayor’ s Nonprofit 
Roundtable.  The goals for 
the meeting were to create 
a resource list that could be 
shared with the community, 
as well as to establish con-
nections between groups to 
create synergy and collabo-
ration.

“I want to thank the 
groups that came together 
and shared information 
about their nonprofits,” 

Becker Mayor Mark K ol-
binger said.  “It was an 
important meeting with a 
clear purpose, and I could 
not be more proud of the 
great work these groups are 
doing in our community.”

K olbinger states that 
the resource list should be 
available on the community 
section of the city website 
within a couple of weeks, 
and there is still time for 
other nonSrofits to be in-
cluded.

“Our residents will be 
able to see the many oppor-
tunities that are available 
because of these groups, 

and I think everyone will 
be able to find a cause they 
can support,” K olbinger 
said.  “Within a few hours 
of the meeting, we were 
able to connect one of these 
groups with a family in 
need of support and I see 
many more success stories 
in the coming weeks and 
months.”

The individuals in at-
tendance overwhelmingly 
voted in favor of making 
the meeting an annual one, 
where information and 
ideas can be shared.

Nonprofit roundtable yields results
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Classifieds
A U T O M O BI L E S
G O T  A N  U N W A N T E D  C A R ? ? ?  DO-
NATE  IT TO PATRIOTIC HE ARTS. Fast 
free pick up. Patriotic Hearts’  programs help 
veterans find work or start their own busi-
ness. Call 24/7:  1-8 33-48 5-1046. ( mcn)

G et a break o n y o ur tax es !  Donate your car, 
truck, or SU V  to assist the blind and visually 
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost vehicle 
pickup and secure a generous tax  credit for 
2025. Call Heritage for the Blind Today at 
1-8 55 9 77-7030 today!  ( mcn)

D o nate y o ur c ar,  truc k,  bo at,  R V  and  
m o re to  s up p o rt o ur v eterans !  Schedule 
a FAST, FRE E  vehicle pickup and receive 
a top tax  deduction!  Call V eteran Car Dona-
tions at 1-8 8 8 -429 -2331 today!  ( mcn)

C A BL E / I N T E R N E T
A F F O R D A BL E  T V  &  I N T E R N E T .  If 
you are overpaying for your service, call now 
for a free q uote and see how much you can 
save!  1-8 33-472-79 54. ( mcn)

D I R E C T V -  A l l  y o ur entertai nm ent.  N o th-
i ng  o n y o ur ro o f !  Sign up for Directv and get 
your first three months of Max , Paramount 
+ , Showtime, Starz, MGM+  and Cinemax  
included. Choice package $ 8 4.9 9 /mo. Some 
restrictions apply. Call DIRE CTV  1-8 66-
29 6-1409 . ( mcn)

F I N A N C I A L
I nf l ati o n i s  at 4 0 - y ear hi g hs .  I nteres t rates  
are w ay  up .  Credit Cards. Medical Bills. Car 
Loans. Do you have $ 10k or more in debt?  
Call NATIONAL DE BT RE LIE F and find 
out how to pay off your debt for significantly 
less than what you owe!  FRE E  q uote:  Call 
1-8 66-552-0649 . ( mcn)

H E A L T H  &  M E D I C A L
A T T E N T I O N  O X Y G E N  T H E R A P Y  
U SE R S!  Discover Ox ygen Therapy That 
Moves with Y ou with Inogen Portable Ox -
ygen Concentrators. FRE E  information kit. 
Call 1-8 33-650-59 16. ( mcn)

D E N T A L  I N SU R A N C E  f ro m  P hy s i c i ans  
M utual  I ns uranc e C o m p any .  Coverage for 
400 plus procedures. Real dental insurance 
-NOT just a discount plan. Do not wait!  Call 
now!  Get your FRE E  Dental Information K it 
with all the details!  1-8 55-9 73-9 175 www.
dental50plus.com/midwest # 6258  ( mcn)

P o rtabl e O x y g en C o nc entrato r M ay  Be 
C o v ered  by  M ed i c are!  Reclaim indepen-
dence and mobility with the compact design 
and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. Free 
information kit!  Call 8 44-716-2411. ( mcn)

ST O P  O V E R P A Y I N G  F O R  H E A L T H  
I N SU R A N C E !  A recent study shows that a 
majority of people struggle to pay for health 
coverage. Let us show you how much you 
can save. Call Now for a no-obligation q uote:  
1-8 8 8 -772-8 454. Y ou will need to have your 

zip code to connect to the right provider. 
( mcn)

H O M E  SE R V I C E S
D o n’ t P ay  f o r C o v ered  H o m e R ep ai rs  
A g ai n!  Our home warranty covers ALL 
MAJ OR SY STE MS AND APPLIANCE S. 
We stand by our service and if we can’ t fix  
it, we’ ll replace it!  Pick the plan that fits your 
budget!  Call:  1-8 33-8 16-2128 . ( mcn)

A G I N G  R O O F ?  N E W  H O M E O W N E R ?  
ST O R M  D A M A G E ?  Y ou need a local ex -
pert provider that proudly stands behind their 
work. Fast, free estimate. Financing avail-
able. Call 1-8 33-8 8 9 -4410. Have zip code of 
property ready when calling!  ( mcn)

W A T E R  D A M A G E  C L E A N U P  &  R E S-
T O R A T I O N :  A small amount of water can 
lead to major damage in your home. Our 
trusted professionals do complete repairs to 
protect your family and your home’ s value!  
Call 24/7:  1-8 33-8 79 -148 0. Have zip code of 
service location ready when you call!  ( mcn)

M I SC E L L A N E O U S
C A SH  P A I D  F O R  A N T I Q U E  Harley 
Davidson, Indian or other American motor-
cycles or parts from 19 00 thru 19 70. Any 
condition. Midwest collector will pick up 
anywhere. Phone ( 309 ) 645-4623. ( mcn)

R eac h o v er 1 . 4  m i l l i o n ho m es  f o r j us t 
$ 2 4 9 !  Advertise your business or item with a 
classified ad in the Midwest Free Community 
Papers. Simple, cost-effective, and powerful. 
One call, and you’ re done!  Boost your visi-
bility now!  8 8 8 -8 9 9 -6327. ( mcn)

SunSetter.  A m eri c a’ s  N um ber O ne A w -
ni ng !  Instant shade at the touch of a button. 
Transform your deck or patio into an 
outdoor oasis. U p to 10-year limited war-
ranty. Call now and SAV E  $ 350 today!  
1-8 55-462-2330. ( mcn)

N E E D  N E W  F L O O R I N G ?  Call today 
schedule a F R E E  in-home estimate on Car-
peting &  Flooring. Call Today!  1-8 33-641-
6323. ( mcn)

BA T H  &  SH O W E R  U P D A T E S in as lit-
tle as O N E  D A Y !  Affordable prices - No 
payments for 18  months!  Lifetime warranty 
&  professional installs. Senior &  Military 
Discounts available. Call:  1-8 33-78 7-0248  
( mcn)

I N J U R E D  I N  A N  A C C I D E N T ?  Don’ t 
Accept the insurance company’ s first offer. 
Many injured parties are entitled to cash set-
tlements in the $ 1000’ s. Get a free evaluation 
to see what your case is really worth. 100%  
Free E valuation. Call Now:  1-8 33-8 79 -1534. 
( mcn)

Y O U  M A Y  Q U A L I F Y  for disability bene-
fits if you have are between 52-63 years old 
and under a doctor’ s care for a health con-

dition that prevents you from working for a 
year or more. Call now!  1-8 33-641-6779 . 
( mcn)

P rep are f o r p o w er o utag es  to d ay  w i th a 
G enerac  H o m e Stand by  G enerato r.  Act 
now to receive a FRE E  5-Y ear warranty with 
q ualifying purchase. Call 1-8 77-228 -578 9  
today to schedule a free q uote. It’ s not just a 
generator. It’ s a power move. ( mcn)

N O  M O R E  C L E A N I N G  O U T  G U T -
T E R S.  Guaranteed!  LeafFilter is backed by 
a no-clog guarantee and lifetime transferra-
ble warranty. Call today 1-8 55-577-1268  to 
schedule a FRE E  inspection and no obliga-
tion estimate. Plus get 75%  off installation 
and a bonus $ 250 discount!  Limited time 
only. Restrictions apply, see representative 
for warranty and offer details. ( mcn)

Saf e Step .  N o rth A m eri c as  # 1  W al k- I n 
T ub.  Comprehensive lifetime warranty. 
Top-of-the-line installation and service. Now 
featuring our FRE E  shower package and 
$ 1600 Off for a limited time!  Call today!  
Financing available. Call Safe Step 1-8 44-
29 0-508 3. ( mcn)

T he bathro o m  o f  y o ur d ream s  i n as  l i t-
tl e as  1  d ay .  Limited Time Offer - $ 1000 
off or No Payments and No Interest for 18  
months for customers who q ualify. BCI Bath 
&  Shower. Many options available. Q uality 
materials &  professional installation. Senior 
&  Military Discounts Available. Call Today!  
1-8 33-618 -1178 . ( mcn)

R ep l ac e y o ur ro o f  w i th the bes t l o o ki ng  
and  l o ng es t l as ti ng  m ateri al  s teel  f ro m  
E ri e M etal  R o o f s !  Three styles and mul-
tiple colors available. Guaranteed to last a 
lifetime!  Limited Time Offer- up to 50%  off 
installation +  Additional 10%  off install ( for 
military, health workers &  1st responders.)  
Call E rie Metal Roofs:  1-8 44-9 07-238 6. 
( mcn)

O v er $ 5 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  i n ti m es hare d ebt and  
f ees  c anc el l ed  i n 2 0 1 9 .  Get free informa-
tional package and learn how to get rid of 
your timeshare!  Free consultations. Over 450 
positive reviews. Call 8 77-326-1608 . ( mcn)

W A N T  T O  BU Y
C A SH  P A I D  F O R  H I G H - E N D  M E N ’ S 
SP O R T  W A T C H E S!  Rolex , Breitling, 
Omega, Patek Philippe, Heuer, Daytona, 
GMT, Submariner and Speedmaster. Call 
1-8 33-641-6646. ( mcn)

W E  BU Y  V I N T A G E  G U I T A R S!  Look-
ing for 19 20-19 8 0 Gibson, Martin, Fender, 
Gretsch, E piphone, Guild, Mosrite, Ricken-
backer, Prairie State, D’ Angelico, Stromberg. 
And Gibson Mandolins / Banjos. 1-8 33-641-
7028 . ( mcn)

Minnesota Newspaper Association Classifieds

                                     Week of August 17, 2025             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

MISCELLANEOUS

        
MISCELLANEOUSWANTED TO BUY

SAVE MONEY!
Call your local newspaper 

or MNA 612/332-8844
to ¿ nd out how you can save 

money by placing your 
advertisement here!

WANTED: 
ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES

Running or not. Titled or not. Will pick 
up. Cash in exchange. Sell now before 
prices fall. Call Dan at 612/720-2142

WE BUY HOUSES 
for cash AS IS! No repairs. No fuss. 
Any condition. Easy three step 
process: Call, get cash off er and get 
paid. Get your fair cash off er today by 
calling Liz Buys Houses: 844/978-0683

DON’T LET THE STAIRS 
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY!

Discover the ideal solution for any-
one who struggles on the stairs, is 
concerned about a fall or wants to 
regain access to their entire home. 
Call AmeriGlide today! 866/852-5506

GET BOOST INFINITE! 
Unlimited talk, text and data for just 
$25/mo! The power of 3 5G networks, one 
low price! Call today and get the latest 
iPhone every year on us! 855/849-6621

SAFE STEP
North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. 
Comprehensive lifetime warranty.
Top-of-the-line installation and ser-
vice. Now featuring our FREE shower
package and $1,600 off  for a 
limited time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 833/966-3882

GET A BREAK ON YOUR TAXES!
Donate your car, truck, or SUV to 
assist the blind and visually 
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost 
vehicle pickup and secure a generous 
tax credit for 2025. Call Heritage for 
the Blind Today at 844/220-9501 today!

GET DISH 
SATELLITE TV + INTERNET!

Free install, free HD-DVR 
upgrade, 80,000 on-demand movies,
plus limited time up to $600 
In gift cards. Call today! 855/562-4309

Statewide 
Advertising

ONLY 
$279

Call Today!
612/332-8844

OUTDOOR FURNACES NO-
TICE - Outdoor furnace, parts 
and supplies are in high de-
mand and have limited avail-
ability. With approximate lead 
times of about 8 months, plan 
and look ahead. Reserve now 
to have one to install for this 
summer or fall installation. We 
feature Central Boiler furnaces 
and products for complete in-
stallation. We have financing 
available, and up to a $2,000 
tax credit available on select 
models. Reserve today. Call 
or go online, 763-972-6255; 
classactfurnace.com.       ________________________

Outdoor Furnaces

220 USED CARS to choose 
from. We also BUY used cars. 
Guaranteed Approval! Morrie’s 
Auto Connection, 559 Hwy 10, 
St. Cloud (next to the red barn 
Dairy Queen). 320-229-1900. 
Apply online at: 
www.MorriesAutoConnection.com
________________________

Used Cars

To place your ad, call 763.275.0275 or stop by our office at 
14054 Bank Street, Becker • Website: www.patriotnewsmn.com

HANSON PAVING. Residen-
tial & commercial. Driveways, 
parking lots, asphalt, paving & 
asphalt patchwork. No job too 
small. Call for a free estimate 
at 320-259-7874 office. 3636 
Quail Rd., Sauk Rapids. We 
accept Visa & Mastercard. 
www.hansonpaving,com
_______________________

Asphalt/Blacktop

TO PLACE 
A PUBLIC 
NOTICE - 
Call The
Patriot 

763-275-0275

MURPHY
CHEVROLET

N e w  &  U s e d  C a r s  &  T r u c k s
(320) 968-6239

www.murphychevrolet.com

Automotive

TOTAL LAWN CARE, INC. 
Locally owned & operated 
since 1985. Fertilization, core 
aeration, guaranteed control 
of: weeds, crabgrass, mos-
quitoes, ants/ticks/spiders, 
grubworms and Emerald Ash 
Borer. Experience the differ-
ence. 320-685-4131. 
www.totallawn.us
________________________

Lawn Care
HASSAN SAND & GRAVEL 
has a large selection of dec-
orative rock, pulverized & 
screened topsoil, all types 
of driveway aggregates, 
wood & rubber mulch, land-
scape supplies, play/volley-
ball/mason sand, fieldstone 
boulders, steps & natural 
quarry stone, synthetic turf 
products. M-F 7am-4pm & 
Sat, 7am-noon. 13530 Wil-
liamdale Rd., Rogers. 763-
428-2393. 
www.HassanSand.com
Clip this ad & save $20 off 
your purchase of $100 or 

more! Exp. 10/20/25

Landscaping

Quality Building Supplies 
at Affordable Prices

Since 1975

BOOK YOUR ORDER!

Call for a FREE estimate
117th Ave., Milaca

(north end of Milaca off Central Ave)

BUILDING
$PECIAL$

320-983-6304 •1-800-818-1846

LATCHAM-LIND LUMBER &
POST FRAME BUILDINGS

the Sost office in BecNer without an interruStion to serYice. +e 
has called numerous postmasters in the state and beyond and 
can never get a solid response. He has contacted Congressman 
Tom E mmer and presented him with proposals to keep the post 
office Yalid, but to no aYail �so far�.

:ord is that if the Sost office closes in BecNer, the mail 
will be re-routed to the Monticello branch where current 
Becker drivers will have to drive to to load their trucks and 
return to Becker and surrounding areas for delivery. Word is 
that Big /aNe has outgrown their Sost office sSace and are also 
looking for a home, but they too may be subject to calling the 
Monticello branch their temporary home should a resolution 
not be reached in the near future.

Mayor K olbinger was recently interviewed by a reporter 
from C h a nnel  5  N ews  and he spoke of the frustration he has had 
to face since the October deadline looms just around the corner.

³7he Sost office has Nnown for oYer three years that this 
lease was going to end in October,” K olbinger says. “They’ ve 
done nothing to determine where the new Sost office is going 
to be.”

Numerous concerned citizens have come forward with 
their concerns as well. In the C h a nnel  5  piece, 8 8 -year-old cit-
izen J anet V oigt described how she walks almost every day to 
the Sost office to get her mail. 

“It gets me out of the house a little bit,” she said. “And I 
meet people I enjoy saying hi to.” 

Another citizen, who is a local, rural carrier, says “the 
Monticello P.O. is ill-eq uipped to handle this consolidation 
( Becker, Monticello and Big Lake merge) . With 27 vehicles 
( nine postal, two rural, 10 carrier personal, three clerks, one 
postmaster, one supervisor)  and only eight empty parking 
sSaces daily, adding BecNer¶s �� confirmed Yehicles would 
ex ceed capacity, creating logistical chaos.” 

He went on to say the lack of a dedicated loading area 
and limited workspace—estimated at 1,500– 3,000 sq uare feet, 
raises safety concerns, especially during the winter package 
season when 8 – 16 additional sorting hampers for Becker routes 
will reduce available space. 

“The Minnesota State Fire Code’ s req uirement of 150 
sq uare feet per person further underscores the risk of over-
crowding,” he said. “Commuting between Monticello and 
Becker, particularly in Minnesota’ s harsh winters, also poses 
safety risks for carriers and adds unnecessary mileage, increas-
ing costs and environmental impact.”

,s it too late to find a way to NeeS a Sost office in BecNer" 
It sure appears to be that way.

The U SPS provides critical support to communities across 
the state by the delivery of goods to businesses, medicine to 
disabled Yeterans, and ballots to local election offices, to name 
a few. In many instances, U SPS is seen as a type of lifeline 
to area communities and a breach in services would result in 
devastating conseq uences for businesses and residents alike.

POST OFFICE
from  page 1

$7,500
$11,000

$14,000
$18,000

Submitted Article

Great River Faith in 
Action ( GRFIA)  has been 
working with multiple 
youth groups lately to co-
ordinate projects for senior 
citizens in the group’ s area 
this summer.  

In J uly, GRFIA 
worked with two wonderful 
churches looking to serve 
their neighbors. Oakwood 
Church and Becker E  Free 
Church which had amazing 
turnouts.

Oakwood Church youth 
served two different home-
owners with yard work, 
weeding, mowing and more 
on one evening.  

“They served and loved 
on these folks so well,” said 
GRFIA E x ecutive Director 
Maureen Baty.

E LE V ATE rs of Becker 
E vangelical Free Church 
served five homeowners 
with outdoor projects over 
three different days.  Since 
the weather didn’ t cooper-
ate for painting or staining 
as planned, this group fo-
cused on weeding and also 
went above and beyond 
—  they picked up grocer-

ies and made a meal for one 
of the widows they helped.  
For another senior, instead 
of painting outside, they 
helped organize her craft 
area.

“This service that they 
perform is not only supply-
ing the needs of the Lord’ s 
SeoSle but is also oYerÀow-
ing in many ex pressions of 
thanks to God,” says Baty. 
“Great River Faith in Action 
loves coordinating projects 
for senior citizens in our 
community that need some 
help living safely in their 
homes.  We are SO grate-
ful for our amazing church 
partners and the volunteers 
that did such a great job! ”

SOME OF THE YOUTH GROUPS AND ADULT AIDS gathered around an elderly woman 
who appreciated the help she received from the devoted assembly. (Submitted Photo).

Area youths come to aid of neighbors

A LOCAL ELDERLY MAN
(right photo) was the ben-
eficiary of the generosity 
imparted by youth groups 
under the guidance of Beck-
er’s Great River Faith in Ac-
tion organization. (Submitted 
Photo).

Looking to advertise? 
Call 763.275.0275 today!

By Katie Cantin, 
Contributing Writer

Supervisor Mitch Wip-
per said that, in anticipation 
of Palmer Day, about 10 
trees were removed at the 
park. Palmer Day will be 
held on September 6 this 
year.

In other parks news, the 
board spent $ 2,000 last year 
on trees from Briggs Lake 
Nursery, who donated an 
ex tra $ 200 in trees, during 
a half-off sale. The board 
moved to spend the same 
amount again on some 
more trees, as the nursery is 
running a sale again.

The water at the park 
was tested, which happens 
every three years, with 
nothing to report.

The ball program is 
over for the season. Super-
visor Michael Ganz said 
they would look to redo the 
back fencing near one of 
the diamonds, and that may 
happen this fall.

A little while ago, sev-
eral local kids vandalized 
the park. Supervisor Ganz 
said the families of two of 
the kids sent some money 
to the township to help 
with the clean up, and Ganz 
spoke with the kids about 
their actions.

R oad s  U p d ate
The supervisors re-

ported that brushing has 
been underway for the past 
couple of weeks, and crack 
filling should begin soon.

The culvert work had to 
be delayed due to weather, 
and the board shared an 
updated schedule. U nfor-
tunately, the township will 
not be able to finish the 
project before school starts, 
and bus routes will be af-
fected. But the board did 
not want to put the project 
off for fear of losing the 
great price they got for the 
work.

Northern Reliability 
will be doing work at a cou-
ple of places in the town-
ship starting this fall. They 
may have to use township 
roads to complete the work, 
but representatives said 
they would let the town 
board know ahead of time 
if that would be the case.

I n O ther Bus i nes s ,
the Boar d :
� +eard the fire reSort, 

which included 23 calls for 
service, two of those being 
for trees on power lines;

•  Heard about the up-
coming Three Lakes Im-
provement District annual 
meeting;

•  Noted that they have 
not yet received a check 
from the county for cleanup 
day, but that the township 
portion was about $ 4,000 
and the county portion was 
about $1 7,000.

Palmer 
Twp. Cleans 

Up Park in 
Preparation 

of Palmer 
Day
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Be a Patriot Page 
Sponsor! Call 

763.275.0275 to 
secure your ad

Sports/Area News

PROUD SPONSOR
OF THE 

NEWSPAPER,
EVENTS, ACTIVITIES

AND BUSINESSES
IN OUR LOCAL

COMMUNITIES!

763-262-5850
tjpottertrucking.com

Business & Professional 
Services  Directory

Attorneys

PETERSON - 
GRIMSMO

FUNERAL CHAPEL
Serving your 

community since 1933
250 East Broadway

Monticello, MN 55362
763-295-2918

Our family serving yours!

Funeral

Serving the Metro &
Surrounding Areas Since 1967
www.c-sblacktopping.com
Major Credit Cards accepted

FREE ESTIMATES
a “green” paving contractor

RESIDENTIAL COMMERCIAL
PAVING CONTRACTORS

763.428.2225

Blacktopping

Mulch

15920 Hwy. 10, Becker • 763-262-0871

MULCH • ROCK • BLACK DIRT • SAND
Additional products available!
We can load or delivery available!
Open to the public 
Mon. - Fri., 7am to 5pm 
and Sat., 8am to noon

Apply in person, 1 mile east of Becker, 
137th left, 1/8 mile on left. 612-747-0163    

NOW HIRING!
KASOWSKI GROUP

• FT FARM LABOR
• FT EQUIPMENT OPERATOR • FT FARM MECHANIC

B E CK E R  PU B L I C 
SCH O O L S I S H I R I N G  

SCH O O L  B U S D R I V E R S! !

Up to $60 per route based on experience.
Benefits include:
*Health, Dental, & LTD (Coverage year round)
* Paid personal, sick, and holidays
* PERA (Public Employee Retirement Assoc.)
* 403 (B) Matching Retirement Options

$2,000 SIGN ON BONUS!!

*NOW OFFERING PAID TRAINING

Co nt act  us  t o d ay !  
763-2 61-458 8

*MINIMUM OF 3.5 HOURS A DAY WITH 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR MORE

Developing Self-Directed Learners to 
Thrive in a Changing Global Community

Employment

Auctions

•••••• UPCOMING AUCTIONS ••••••

THIS IS A PARTIAL LISTING. B.P. & MN tax applies. 
See website for more: 
www.midwestauctions.com/sharer 
Keith Sharer Auction Service

320-267-1963

3825 Shadowood Dr. NE. Sauk Rapids, MN  
Directions: St. Cloud, E. on Hwy 23 Left 0n 40th (Follow Signs)

SUNDAY
AUGUST 17TH@ 11:00 AM
ANTIQUES, HOUSEHOLD & TOOLS

SUNDAY
AUGUST 24TH@ 11:00 AM
ANTIQUES, HOUSEHOLD & TOOLS

Antiques, Collectibles, Household & décor’, 
Furniture, Tools & outdoor, Yard & garden & Shop

Now Taking Consignments

320-743-2479 
• dahlensheetmetal@frontier.com

Clear Lake, MN
www.dahlensheetmetal.com

763-262-1454
Becker, MN

763-452-2500
Big Lake, MN

320-743-2204
Clear Lake, MN

FUNERAL HOME • CREMATION SERVICES

www.williamsdingmann.com

FAMILY FUNERAL HOMES

SPONSORED BY:

8852 Cty Rd 23
Becker, MN 

Phone:
763.261.5656

Ralph du Monceaux, Owner
Free Loaners ~ Free Estimates 

~ Honest Work

763-261-5656
Ralph’s

Auto Body

• BECKER
Grace Lutheran Church (LCMS)
Pastor: David M. Johnson, 763-262-7782, 11185 27th Ave SE. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am, Sun. School 10:30am, Wed. J.U.M.P. 6pm.
Becker Baptist Church
Pastors: Nathan Bucher (Senior), Kevin Drehmel (Youth) & Amy Drehmel 
(Dir. of Child/Fam. Ministry), 763-261-4202, 11951 Hancock St. Services: 
Sun. Worship/Children 10:30am. During the school year: AWANA for 
Kids/Sun. School 9:15am. Midweek Connect for Kids 6:30pm. Please reg-
ister Kids on our webite. Youth Group: Wed. 6:30pm. www.beckerbaptist.
org. 
Becker Evangelical Free Church
Pastors: Gerald Deppa (Interim Senior), Chris Salvevold (Youth), 763-261-
4125, Becker High School, Office: 11373 150th Ave SE. Services: Sun. 
Worship/Teaching/Fellowship 10am.
Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 12100 Sherburne Ave. Services: Sat. 
Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8:30am & 10:30am. Masses held 1st, 3rd & 5th Sun-
days of the month. (Masses held on 2nd & 4th Sundays in Big Lake).
Faith (Becker) Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Yolanda Denson-Byers & Vicar Molly Wills, 763-261-5751, 11755 
Sherburne Ave. Services: Sun. Worship 9:30am (Holy Communion on the 
1st & 3rd Sundays) Nursery available. Sun. school 9:55am, Refreshments 
& fellowship at 10:30am, Wed. programs: 6:00pm Wed. Worship, 6:30pm 
7th – 9th grade confirmation, 7:30pm Youth Group 1st & 3rd Wed. Bible 
Studies: Tues. 9:00am www.faithlutheran-becker.org.
Oakwood Community Church Assemblies of God
Pastors: Gerry Bass & Sarah, 763-220-6004, 13140 1st St (SW Corner of 
Becker Furniture World). Services: Sun. Bible Study/Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Snake River Free Church
Pastor: Steve Johnston, 612-219-8648, 180th St SE. Services: Sun. Worship/
Sun. School 10:30am., Hymn Sing is second Sun. of every month.
Becker Christian Center & Abundant Grace Church
Pastor: Ken Hanson, 763-262-2177, 15455 59th St SE. Services: Sun. Praise 
& Worship 9:30am, Wed. Family Fellowship 7pm.
Beacon House of Prayer
Pastors: Brian & Linda Holmes, 763-263-3771, 12264 Pleasant Ave. Ser-
vices: Thurs. Worship 6:30pm.
Free Grace United
Pastor: Kevin Wilson, 763-245-0001, Becker High School, 12000 Hancock 
St, Enter door 11. Services: Wed. Worship 6:30pm.

• BIG LAKE
Acts Seventh-Day Adventists Community Church
Pastor: Bill Nixon, 763-263-2287, 20455 187th Ave NW. Services: Sat. 
Worship 9am, Sat. Sabbath School 10:15am.
Bethany Bible Church
763-263-2167, 511 Eagle Lake Road. Services: Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Bridgeview Assembly of God
Pastor: Steve Royalty, 763-263-6274, 20500 County Road 11. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am & 10:45am, Wed. groups (kids/youth/adults) 6:30pm.
SVEA Hill Covenant Church
Pastor: Don Bellach, 763-263-6322, 16392 235th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Cornerstone Baptist Church
Pastor: Gordon Langdon, 763-263-7878, 15300 County Road 35. 
Hope Lutheran Church (ELCA) in Orrock
763-262-0028. www.hopeintherefuge.weebly.com.
IFLESIA AMOR VIVIENTE Living Love Church
Pastores: Juan & Patricia Aguayo, 763-607-5403, 21 Lake St N. Services: 
Sat. 6pm.
Lord of Glory Lutheran Church
Pastor: Marty Mably, 763-263-3090, 15550 190th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
8am & 10:30am.
Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 440 Lake St N. Services: Sat. Mass 
5pm; Sun. 8:30am & 10:30am. Masses held on 2nd & 4th Sundays of the 
month (Masses held on 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays in Becker).
Riverside Church
Online: www.myrc.church, 763-263-2410, 20314 County Road 14. Ser-
vices: Sun 8:45am, 10:30am & 12:05pm.
Saron Lutheran Church
Pastor: Kyle Sidlo, 763-263-2209, 311 Lake St. S. Services: Sun. Worship 

9:30am, indoors or livestream.
Spirit Life Church
763-262-LIFE, 221 Lake St N. Services Sun. mornings 9:45am. Going 
Deeper Sun. 9am. Prophetic Praayer Wed. 7pm.

• SANTIAGO
South Santiago Lutheran Church ELCA
Pastor: Allison Peterson, 763-662-2048, 14675 37th St. Services: Sun. 8am. 
and 10 am, Sun. School 9am.
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church E.L.S. & Princeton Evangelical School
Pastor: Timothy Zenda, 763-662-2570, 18977 17th St. Services: Sun. 
School/Bible Class 10:30am, Divine Worship 9am.
Glendorado Lutheran (ELCA)
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Shari Routh, 920-573-0193, 1100 186th Ave NE. Services: Sun 
Good Shepherd 9am, Sun. Glendorado 10:30am.
Gethsemane Church (ELCA) – Ronneby
Pastor: Barbara Peterson, 320-983-5002, 14478 78th St. NE. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Glendorado Evangelical Country Church
Pastor: Sam Alfano, 763-662-2244, 16999 Glendorado Road NE. Services: 
Sun. School 9:30am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• CLEAR LAKE
Living Waters Church
320-699-0876, 7830 Church St. Services: Sun. Worship 10am, Starting in 
Sept. Wed. night Ladies in Recovery study at 6:30pm.
Trinity Lutheran Church Missouri Synod
Pastor: Josh Reber, 320-743-2919, 8641 Main Ave. Services: Sun. Worship 
8:45am, Sun. School 9:45am.
SHED Church - Non-Denomination in Palmer
Pastor: TBD, 320-241-0123, Palmer Town Hall, 4180 105th Ave. Services: 
Sun. 5pm. www.shedchurch.org.
St. Marcus Catholic Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-743-2481, 8701 Main Ave. Services: Mon.  
& Wed. Mass 8am, Sat. Confessions 4:15pm, Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. 8am.

• DUELM
St. Lawrence Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-968-7502, 10915 Duelm Road NE. Ser-
vices: Sun. Mass 10am, Tues. Mass 8am.

• CLEARWATER
Clearwater United Methodist Church
Pastor: Alison Hendley, 320-558-2581, 405 Main St. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9:30am.
Freedom Bible Baptist Church
320-434-347, 605 Lime St. (Old Clearwater Post Office). Services: Sun. 
Prayer 9am, Sun. School 9:30am, Sun. Worship 10:45am.
Rejoice Lutheran Church – ELCA
Pastor: Jim Bump, 320-558-6851, 1155 County Road 75. 
Services: Sun. School that begins in Worship 9:30am. 
Livestream worship at Rejoice’s Youtube Channel, 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsJGuBda4orT9TWYii5wmGw
Church of St. Luke
Father: Dennis Backer, 320-558-2124, 17545 Huber Ave NW. Services: 
Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8am & 10am, Weekday Mass Tues.-Fri. 8am/
Sat. 9am.
Tri-County Alliance Church
Pastor: David Fogal, 320-558-2750, 8464 160th St NW. Services: Sun. 
School 9am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• SILVER CREEK
Immanuel Lutheran Church
Pastor: Ken Tatkenhorst, 763-878-2820, 11390 Elliot Ave NW. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am
Silver Creek Community Church
Pastor: Zach Pryor, 320-963-3957, 4282 114th St NW. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9am, Sun. Fellowship 10am, Sun. School 10:30am. 

• SAINT CLOUD
Faith Lutheran Church
Pastor: Joshua Reber, 320-252-3315, 3000 County Road SE. Worship: Sun. 
10:15am.

RYAN HUBBARD
763-263-8334 

RESIDENTIAL  • COMMERCIAL - AGRICULTURAL

6715 125th Ave - Clear Lake, MN
320.743.2387 • Cell: 320.290.9843

Scott & Tonia Ulsby

KEN GEROUX CONSTRUCTION
C O R P O R A T I O N

Integrity • Excellence
Uncompromising Customer Satisfaction

Lic. #BC002757
Big Lake • 763-263-6878

Order Online!

Becker Pizza Depot
The Area’s Best Pizza -- Ask Anyone!

14281 Bank Street, Becker • 763-262-2700
www.BeckerPizzaDepot.com • Facebook: Pizza Depot

Pizza, Wings & More

290 EAGLE LAKE RD. N. BIG LAKE
763-263-3262 • WWW.CORNEROAKSDENTAL.COM

FAMILY & COSMETIC DENTISTRY

DR. REED DILL & 
DR. PETER KUEFLER

16455 122nd St Becker MN 55308

763-263-9471

Big Lake

 763-263-6350
parkdental.com

Church DirectoryChurch DirectoryChurch Directory

320-743-2479 
• dahlensheetmetal@frontier.com

P.O. Box 646 • Becker, MN 55308
www.dahlensheetmetal.com

Becker 763-261-4200  |  Princeton 763-389-4099
Monticello 763-271-7177

www.sherburnestatebank.com

Your Hometown Bank

Sherburne
State Bank

Member 
FDIC

763-262-4237

M-F
8AM-

4:30PM

Owner: Chad Schwintek
13050 1st Street Becker, MN 55308

24 
HOUR
Towing & recovery

19640 200th Ave., Big Lake

• Family Owned 
    & Operated
• Light, Medium and 
    Heavy Duty  Towing 

• Lockouts 
• Jump Starts 
• Winch Recovery

www.bobstowingandrecovery.com

• BIG LAKE 
• ELK RIVER 
• MONTICELLO

Join your neighbors and friends to gain information ~ Enjoy coffee and refreshments in a
relaxing and friendly atmosphere ~ Enter a door prize drawing. The seminar date is quickly

approaching, so please call us at 763.452.2500 tomake your reservations TODAY!

FREE Advance Planning Seminar

Tuesday, September 17, 2019
6:30 ­ 8:00 p.m.

Williams Dingmann Funeral Home
611 Rose Dr

Big Lake, MN 55309
RSVP: 763.452.2500

Be Our Guest

763-262-1454 - Becker
763-452-2500 - Big Lake

320-743-2204 - Clear Lake
williamsdingmann.com

Electrical

Sheet Metal

Funeral

August 21st 
Singleton Street

All are welcome! 
Bring a chair or blanket. 

M U SI C I N  T H E  PAR K
Food & 

Beverages for 
sale by local 
Clearwater 

Youth groups

Eldorado park, 800 Kelsey Ave., Clearwater. 

FREE 
MUSIC 

THURSDAYS 
6-8 PM 

THRU AUG 21
Free

BECKER PUBLIC SCHOOLS IS HIRING! 
BE A PART OF OUR TEAM!

for information on all our openings, please visit www.becker.k12.mn.us
Questions?  Contact AngelA Oswald @ 763-261-4502, option 3

2025-26 School Year Substitutes:
• TEACHERS

• PARAPROFESSIONALS
• CUSTODIANS

• FOOD SERVERS/
DISHWASHERS

• BUS AND VAN DRIVERS

BlackDiamondAuctions.com
Col. Frank Imholte  C.A.I. Lic #73-05-003

(320) 241-1200

7679 38th Ave. SE, Clear Lake 6 mi. SE of St. Cloud on Co. Rd. 8 SE. 3+ 
BR home on 1-1/2 wooded acres. 3 season porch, deck, double garage 
workshop. New roof, furnace, air, water heater & new septic in 2025.

R eal E s t at e 
&  Pers o nal 

Pro pert y  Auct io n
Sat . ,  Sept .  13,  2 02 5,  10am

Elmer & Jane Schmitt, OwnersAuct io n PR eview s :
Sun. ,  Aug.  2 4,  4-6pm &  

Sun. ,  Aug.  31,  1-3pm

contact eventbrite.com 
for tickets

DENNIS BLOOM 
612-323-5313  or  batfreemn@yahoo.com

• BAT PROOFING • ATTIC RESTORATION

ON THE WEB AT: WWW.BATFREE.NET

DENNIS BLOOM
612-323-5313 or batfreemn@yahoo.com

By Mark Kolbinger, 
Contributing Writer

The Becker Bandits 
amateur baseball team was 
eliminated from the Min-
nesota Baseball Associa-
tion playoffs last week with 
a 0-2 loss to the Braham 
Snappers in the Regional 
playoffs.

Becker’ s bats were 
silent in the game, as they 
managed just 3 hits total.  

K ellan Graning started 
on the mound and was very 
good, going 6.1 innings 
and striking out 7 Snappers 
and allowed no hits.  His 
one run surrendered was 
unearned.  Weston Schug 
came on in relief and fin-
ished off the game, yield-
ing one earned run on just 
one hit.

The Bandits finished 
the season with a 7-11-2 
record.

Bandit 
Season 

Ends

Submitted Article

The Minnesota Depart-
ment of Driver and V ehicle 
Services is warning of scam 
emails and text s reque sting 
payments. 

People are getting 
emails and tex ts claiming 
to be from “Minnesota 
Department of Motor V e-
hicles ( DPSMN) ,” “Minne-
sota ( DV S) ” or “Minnesota 
Department of V ehicle 
Administration ( DMV ) ” 
about outstanding penal-
ties and traffic ticNets. 7he 
real Minnesota DV S never 
sends tex ts or emails asking 
for money or saying money 
is due.

If one receives such 
an email or text , do not re-
spond or click any links. If 
one thinks the message is 
real, contact DV S at www.
drive.mn.gov. If possible, 
report the message as scam 
and delete it.

License 
Center 

Warning 
About DVS 

Scam



320-760-7280

WWWWWW..FFOOUURRSSEEAASSOONNSSBBUUIILLDDEERRSSMMNN..CCOOMMWWW.FOURSEASONSBUILDERSMN.COM

MN BC808177

ROOFING
SIDING

WINDOWS
GUTTERS
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The Valley® ICON® series of smart 
panels has a solution for every need. 
Whether you’re buying a new pivot, 
upgrading your existing panel or 
changing from another brand of pivot, 
you have the advantage of operating 
an intuitive, full-color touchscreen 
interface with ease and simplicity.

With Valley ICON, life just got easier.
Contact us today!

The Valley® ICON® series of smart 
panels has a solution for every need. 
Whether you’re buying a new pivot, 
upgrading your existing panel or 
changing from another brand of pivot, 
you have the advantage of operating 
an intuitive, full-color touchscreen 
interface with ease and simplicity.

With Valley ICON, life just got easier.
Contact us today!

SMART PANELS 
MADE EASY®

SMART PANELS 
MADE EASY®

VALLEY® ICON®

VALLEY® ICON®

valleyirrigation.com

valleyirrigation.com

CA 1104

CA 1104

DEALER LOGO
Address | Phone Number | Website

suggested font: Arial

DEALER LOGO
Address | Phone Number | Website

suggested font: Arial

4 COLUMN x 5”
7.708” x 5”
4 COLUMN x 5”
7.708” x 5”

7551 St at e St reet
Clear L ak e,  M N  55319
32 0-743-3000

FREE
DELIVERY*

SET-UP*
REMOVAL

QUEEN SIZE 
ADJUSTABLE 

BASES STARTING AT:
$499

GOOD.
Spring O Pedic 300 Eurotop

$399 QUEEN
$599 KING

BETTER.
Spring O Pedic Winston Eurotop
$499 QUEEN
$799 KING

BEST.
Spring O Pedic 
Black Eurotop

$599
 QUEEN
$899 
 KING

GOOD. BEST 
PRICE!

BEST 
VALUE!

BEST 
REST!

TRUCKLOAD

SALE!
TRUCKLOAD

SALE!

*20 miles radius with mattress purchases over $499

ASAP Pumping Service

• Commercial septic Pumping
• Residential Septic Tank Pumping 
• Holding Tanks• Routine Maintenance
• Tank Compliance• Emergency Service

Call 
763 415-0319

Serving Becker, Big Lake, Elk 
River and Surrounding Area

Emergency 
Service!

14068 Bank St., becker
(ACROSS FROM SHERBURNE STATE BANK)

Hours: Sun-Thurs 11am-9pm Fri & Sat 11am-10pm

DINE IN ONLY! • MUST PRESENT 

COUPON • ONE COUPON PER VISIT
DINE IN ONLY! • MUST PRESENT 

COUPON • ONE COUPON PER VISIT

763-275-0270

 $50 or 
more!

$10 OFF$10 OFF
EXPIRES: Aug. 29, 2025

12287 Hancock Street, Becker

By Bill Morgan, 
Editor

The Santiago Horse-
shoe Club held their final 
meet of the season last Sat-
urday in Becker.

On a cool, August day, 
the pitchers and their wives 
enjoyed a potluck picnic 
before starting the dou-
ble-elimination tournament. 
There were four teams re-
maining out of the nine that 
pitched in the event and 
in the first round, the two 
teams playing on Court 5 
were 2-1.

Paul Secord of rural 
Foley and Dave Henne of 
Duelm defeated George 
Peterson and Dennis Ba-
rutt — both of Becker. 
With the loss, Peterson and 
Barutt were eliminated, fin-
ishing in the fourth spot.

On Court 3, Don Clase-
man of St. Cloud and Russ 
Girtz of rural Big Lake de-
feated Rich Alickson and 
his grandson, Cody — both 
of Santiago. The win put 
Claseman and Girtz at 4-0 

while Rich and Cody fin-
ished at 2-1.

Secord and Henne went 
on to defeat the Alicksons 
to capture third place.

That left Claseman and 
Girtz at 4-0 against Secord 
and Henne with Claseman 
and Girtz winning 117-103 
in the “count all” match. 
The win also meant 
Russ and Don 
became  only 
the fourth 
team to 
accom-
p l i s h 
this feat 
in 

the 36-year history of the 
league.

Al Bloomer of Prince-
ton and Mike Hoffman of 
Becker were second. In third 
place were Cam Lheurevy 
and Reid St. George. Pe-
terson and Barutt rounded 
out the money winners in 
the league, finishing fourth.

It appears the club will 
be continuing to play de-
spite some doubts over the 
years as to who would take 
the reins. President Brian 
Wipper, Secretary/Trea-
surer Don Claseman and 
MN State President Russ 
Girtz have dedicated their 
services to keep it running.

Ten club members 
will be pitching in the an-
nual state tournament over 
Labor Day weekend in 
Genola, MN, 

Horseshoe Club finishes 36th season




