
By Bill Morgan, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

An angel among us.
That was the title a 

woman from Stephen, 
MN gave to Becker’s own 
Milissa Johnson — owner 
of Three Ladies Laundro-
mat.

It all began January 
24 in Winnipeg when the 
Gerszewski family (Mindy, 
Daniel, Shantel and Zach-
ary) took to the frigid airs 
of Canada and Minnesota 
to participate in the 56th 
annual I-500 snowmobile 
race.

History
The I-500 snowmobile 

race was first run in 1966 
in which 56 drivers entered 
the contest to navigate the 
two countries from Win-
nipeg to St. Paul in -35º 
weather. The cost that year 
to enter was $5 for what 
was perceived as a four-
day trek. Larry Hennig — a 
professional wrestler from 
Minneapolis — was one of 
the “celebrities” to enter the 
contest. He was 30 years 
old at the time.

In the assembly of 57 
drivers, one woman was in 
the field (she rode with her 
husband) and only 24 sleds 
and drivers finished the race 
to St. Paul. The winning 
time was 13 hours, 36 min-
utes and five of the first six 
sleds were Polaris brands 

— manufactured from a 
plant in Roseau, MN.

Since the first race, the 
map to reach St. Paul has 
changed over the years but 
it still involved some of the 
coldest temperatures of the 
year and challenging tracks. 
The Gerszewski’s race was 
actually to conclude in Elk 
River.

2022 Race
The Gerszewskis rode 

vintage snowmobiles to 
honor the first racers and 
they had no major issues 
with their sleds other than 
replacing spark plugs daily, 
having a bogey wheel and a 
recoil swap out. They aver-
aged about 115 miles a day 
and many of the mornings 
began with temperatures 
around -20º.

“Just a perfect amount 

of snow 
this year,” 
said Mom, 
Mindy.  “We ran 
into a blizzard near 
Thief River Falls, 
mostly rode ditches. 
There were a few 
groomed areas that were a 
Godsend because of no sus-
pension on these (sleds).”  

This was the first time 
the Gerszewskis were at-
tempting to tackle such a 
long haul on their vintage 
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Advertising
Deadlines
NEWS DEADLINES

With the newspaper wrap up 
occurring Wednesday evening, all 
news items submitted to run that 
Saturday must reach our office by 

Wednesday morning by 11 a.m.

SPORTS DEADLINES
Coaches and assistants are 

expected to contact our sports 
writers by Wednesday morning, 
11 a.m. at the latest to have their 

information included in that 
week’s publication.

CLASSIFIEDS DEADLINES
Information for classifieds need to 
be submitted to our staff by noon 
Wednesday to be included in that 

week’s publication of the PATRIOT.
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We are now 
in Palmer!

CHILI COOKOFF. Two week-
ends ago, the Big Lake Fire Dept. 
held their annual chilli cookoff at 
Lupulin Brewery. The event had 
an excellent turnout, as 18 chilli 
entries were made and the de-
partment raised over $500. See 
the story of the event on page 2. 
(Submitted photo.)

      I N S E RT S
•  Fo o d  P r i d e 
•  C o b o r n ’s
•  R u n n i n g s
•  S p r i n g  H o m e  G u i d e

Inside
CLEARWATER

Lynden Twp. discussed feedlot 
shelter complaints at their most 

recent board meeting. 
See the story on page 7. 

BIG LAKE
City Administrator Clay Wilfhart 

attended his final council meeting 
before moving on to his new 

position at Wright County. 
See the story on page 3. 

BECKER SPORTS
The Becker Robotics team once 

again qualified for the World 
Championships. 

See the story on page 9. 
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ANGEL to page 3B

THE GERSZEWSKIS  FROM STEPHEN, MN were treated to overwhelming gen-
erosity from Becker’s Milissa Johnson a few months ago. Above, the Gerszewski 
family poses with their sleds. (L to R), Shantel (Borowicz), Zachary, Mindy and Dan-
iel. Shantel and Zachary are the children of Mindy and Daniel. (Submitted Photo).

Outsiders soak in Angel’s generosity

MILISSA JOHNSON OF BECKER. 
(Patriot archive photo).

Just an Angel!
— Mindy 
Gerszewski

Submitted Article

The Clearwater River 
Watershed District’s de-
cades-long cooperation 
with landowners, cities, 
state and federal agencies 
to improve water quality 
has resulted in two South 
Haven area lakes’ removal 
from the impaired waters 
list in 2022: Lake Augusta 
and Union Lake.

“It means we’re on 
the right track. Everything 
we’ve done has been to do 
that, and if it’s happening 
we must be on the right 

track,” said Bob Schiefel-
bein, CRWD Board presi-
dent and a Meeker Soil & 
Water Conservation Dis-
trict board member whose 
family beef farm borders 
the Clearwater 
River in Kings-
ton Twp.

Lake Au-
gusta,  one 
of nine in 
the Clearwater Chain 
of Lakes, straddles the 
Stearns-Wright county 
line. Union Lake, one of 
17 more throughout the 
three-county, 159-square-

mile watershed, sits on 
the Wright-Meeker county 
line. Both were impaired 
for nutrients.

When the CRWD was 
founded in 1975, Lake Au-

gusta’s nutrient 
levels were 
s o m e t i m e s 
f ive t imes 
higher than 
the acceptable 

threshold. The 187-acre, 
82-foot-deep fishing, boat-
ing and swimming lake 
experienced intense and 
frequent algae blooms.

Phosphorus concen-

trations have declined. 
From 2016 through 2021, 
average levels were below 
the deep-lake threshold of 
40 micrograms per liter. 
Water clarity also shows 
a positive trend, with av-
erage Secchi disk readings 
bettering the deep-lake 
standard of 1.4 meters for 
the past 10-plus years.

B r a i n e r d - b a s e d 
MPCA Watershed Project 
Manager Phil Votruba, 
whose territory includes 
the CRWD, said the wa-

Lake Augusta delisting reflects trend

AUGUSTA to page 3B

Submitted article

(Editor’s Note: The 
following article was sub-
mitted by Benton 
County 4-H.)

T h i s 
past Satur-
day, Ben-
ton County 
4-H’ers had 
a chance to 
explore differ-
ent project areas 
they could participate 
in during the Benton 
County 4-H Project Ad-
venture Day. 

There were 12 dif-
ferent sessions to choose 

from and participants 
could choose four dif-
ferent projects to ex-
plore. 4-H’ers explored 

showmanship, pho-
tography, cake 

decorating, flow-
ers, rabbits, 
dog, horse, gar-
dening, fashion 
fun and creative 

arts. 
During the 

first session, there 
were lots of bright col-
ored frostings for the 
participants to use during 
cake decorating. 

4-H kids 
attend Project 
Adventure Day

BIG FISH. Porter Johnson pf Becker recently reeled in a 34 inch lake trout 
in Itasca County. (Submitted photo.)

4H to page 2

Check out 
the new 
Spring 
Home 

Guide in 
Today’s 
issue!
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ATTORNEYS AT LAW

763-262-2889

www.jeddelohsnyder.com

• Family Law
• Real Estate
• Business Planning
• Business Litigation
• Wills & Trusts
• Estate Planning
• Guardianships

101 Jefferson Blvd.
Big Lake

Business & professional services  directory

935 Clearwater Professional Building
(320) 558-2201

Mon.: 8:30-4:30 • Tue.: 9-5 • Wed.: 8:30-4:30
ALSO: 1500 Northway Drive, St. Cloud

Member of American 
Academy of Dental 

Group Practice Bethany Blonigen, DDS
Brent Deragisch, DDS

“A Reason 
to Smile!”

DentalAttorneys
PETERSON - 

GRIMSMO
FUNERAL CHAPEL

Serving your 
community since 1933

250 East Broadway
Monticello, MN 55362

763-295-2918
Our family serving yours!

Funeral

Try our fast & accurate tax service. We help you 
find every available deduction. Small business & 
farms welcome! Over 35 years at this location. 

CLEARWATER TAX 
& ACCOUNTING SERVICE LLC

935 Clearwater Center (next to The Kettle) • (320)558-6800
www.ClearwaterTax.net

NEW CLIENTS - Clip this ad to redeem for a 10% discount.

GIVE 

YOURSELF 

A BREAK!

Taxes

Providers of General and 
Coordinated Specialty 

Dentistry

Dr. Dean Calpas
Dr. Beth Amundson

Dr. Kira Powell

763-263-7100
FAX: 763-263-7114

20460 County Road 11 NW
Big Lake, MN 55309

www.monticellodentalcenter.com

EVERYDAY PEOPLE.
EXCEPTIONAL RESULTS.

www.HallerRealtyHomes.com
Becker Office

12908 1st Street
763-207-6683

Sauk Rapids Office
1310 2nd Street N

320-255-1911

ATTENTION INVESTORS!

$184,900
• Charming home in the heart of Becker 
• Original woodwork, molding, doors, & hardwood floors
• Newer roof, big front porch, & maintenance-free siding
• Perfect rental or flip

Real Estate

Area News

Serving the Metro &
Surrounding Areas Since 1967

www.c-sblacktopping.com
Major Credit Cards accepted 

FREE ESTIMATES
aa  ““ggrreeeenn””  ppaavviinngg  ccoonnttrraaccttoorr

RESIDENTIAL COMMERCIAL
PAVING CONTRACTORS

763.428.2225

Blacktopping

LEGAL THCLEGAL THC
No Prescription • No Doctors

Delta 8 — Delta 9 — Delta 10
THCO — THCP — HHC

Downtown Elk River / Albertville Crossing
763.267.7141 763.276.1530

www.sacredleafmn.com • facebook@sacredleafminn • sacredleafmn@yahoo.com

CBD

Community Breakfast
Sun., April 10th, 

9:30am - 12:30pm
Jack & Jim’s Event Center in Duelm

Menu: French toast, fresh 
fruit, Grand Champion 

Meats breakfast sausage, 
caramel rolls and a variety of 

beverages.

FUNDRAISER 
BREAKFAST
$15 age 13+ ($10 for seniors) 

$9 children 12 & under; 
Age 3 & under, free

SILENT AUCTION 
& RAFFLE

ALL YOU 
CAN EAT!

Proceeds benefit St. John’s Area School

(800) 547-8188 | AMERIBUILTBUILDINGS.COM 
Equestrian • Agricultural • Residential • Commercial • General Contracting • Post Frame • Steel Frame 

MN LIC. BC116509

SETTING THE 
STANDARD 

FOR QUALITY
SERVING MN, WI & IA. 

FREE ESTIMATES & 
PLANNING ASSISTANCE.

By Katherine Cantin,
Staff Writer
Reporter.Katie@PatriotNewsMN.com

Last week’s Big Lake 
Township meeting was 
uneventful, with a lack of 
actions needed from the 
board. So the board mem-
bers took the opportunity 
to hear updates and upcom-
ing events from around the 
community. 

BLFD Update
Fire Chief Seth Hansen 

gave an update for the de-
partment. He informed the 
board on calls for service 
and the medical refresher 
training the firefighters 
went through last month.

He also gave the board 
an update on the chili 
cookoff from the weekend 
before. The event had an 
excellent turnout with 18 
chili entries, and the depart-
ment was able to raise just 
over $500. The money will 
be used towards purchasing 
extrication equipment for 
the new engine scheduled 
to arrive next year.

The board approved 
a permit for gambling at 
the Fire Relief Associa-
tion Dance which will take 
place August 13.

Business from 
the Board
Supervisor Norm Les-

lie reported that the new 
trail signs at the Lions/
Township park would but 
put up soon, as the town 
handyman was on standby 

for when the ground is 
thawed enough to do so. 

Supervisor Bruce 
Aubol reported that the 
planning and zoning com-
mittee heard that the county 
had raised park dedication 
fees. Previously, these fees 
were $800 per lot. This has 
increased to $1,200, or 10% 
of the land area (meaning 
that, rather than paying the 
park dedication fee, devel-
opers may instead opt to 
dedicate 10% of the land 
area in question to become 
a new public park.) 

Supervisor  Dean 
Brenteson noted that there 
would be a CMRP (Central 
Mississippi River Regional 
Planning Partnership) 

forum April 6 at Pebble 
Creek in Becker. Attend-
ees would be given an up-
date on group activities and 
what the future will bring. 
The forum will run from 
3:30-5:00 p.m.

Spring road restrictions 
are in effect. All township 
roads have a five ton limit 
unless otherwise posted. A 
map of the township roads 
and their weight limits is 
available on the township 
website, BigLakeTownship.
com.

Roads
Trimming is expected 

to begin soon.
Supervisor Brenteson 

raised a concern about 
sweeping the roads. He 

wanted to make sure that 
the roads would be safe for 
the motorcyclists using the 
township roads. He asked 
that the other board mem-
bers keep an eye out and let 
the road committee know if 
any areas of the township 
needed extra attention in 
this regard. 

Announcements 
Clerk Brenda Kim-

berly-Maas noted that the 
audit of the fire department 
would be held soon. 

The board of appeal 
and equalization will be 
held April 6 at the town-
ship hall beginning at 4 
p.m. Taxpayers with con-
cerns can use this time to 
ask questions. 

The SCAT (Sherburne 
County Association of 
Townships) meeting will 
also be held April 6, with 
the meeting beginning at 7 
p.m.

Recycle day is sched-
uled for May  21 from 8 
am.. to 1 p.m. at the Big 
Lake Twp. Maintenance 
Building.

Kimberly-Maas con-
cluded by asking that res-
idents please pick up pet 
feces. If the mess is left, it 
can contaminate soil and 
water. This is an issue that 
can be difficult to enforce, 
so it falls upon the resi-
dents to clean up their pets’ 
messes. This has especially 
been an issue at local parks. 

BLFD CHILI COOKOFF! Two weeks ago, the Big Lake Fire Dpt. held their an-
nual chilli cookoff. Above, firefighters posed with some of the younger attendees. 
Firefighters: (from left to right) Sam Olson (retired firefighter, current BLPD acting 
chief),    Tom Wark (Assistant Chief, Becker Fire Dept.), Mark Hedstrom (BLFD Assis-
tant Chief), and Tim Davis. (Submitted photo.)

BL Twp. hears community updates

SAM HEINEN (L), THIRD GRADER, AND BROTHER ADAM HEINEN (R), SIXTH 
GRADER, take a moment to show off their cake decorating skills during the Benton 
County 4-H Project Adventure Day.(Submitted photo.)

“I think it is really easy 
and fun to do.” Said Lyla 
Timpe, third grader from Oak 
Park. “I’m hoping that my 
mom will let me decorate a 
cake to be judged for the Ben-
ton County Fair.”  

On the other end of the 
cafeteria, there were flowers 
everywhere as participants 
learned about flowers and 
gardening. 

“I made a gardening 
shadow box because I en-
joyed decorating the box 
by taking things with sim-
ilar colors and coordinat-
ing them together to look 
nice.” Said Audrie Marshik, 
fourth grader from Rice. “I 
am thinking of bringing this shadow box and other items to the Benton County Fair this 

summer to be judged.” 
During the rabbit ses-

sion the youths leaned into 
the middle of the table to 
pet the rabbit. “I enjoyed the 
session about rabbits while 
learning some information 
about them, like how many 
breeds and number of teeth.” 
Said Austynn McKay, fourth 
grader from Becker. “Now 
I will be ready for all of the 
questions that the judges 
ask when I go to the Benton 
County fair this summer.” 

During the dog session, 
the youths learned about the 
dog project, watched Baron 
the dog do lots of tricks and 
made a dog pull toy to bring 
home. 

4H from page 1

BENTON COUNTY 4-H’ERS displaying their hard work during the 4-H Project 
Adventure Day this past weekend. (L-R) Alice Gay, fourth grader from Becker; Aus-
tynn McKay, fourth grader from Becker; Malorie Rahm, third grader from Foley; 
Marnie Rahm, sixth grader from Foley; Gretta Gerads, fourth grader from Foley; 
and JulieAnn Gerads, fourth grader from Foreston. (Submitted photo.)

“I have a big dog, Great 
Pyrenes and Blue Heeler mix 
named King that I made the 
dog tug toy for.” Said Kori-
ana Hackett, fourth grader 
from Rice. “I’m thinking 
about joining the dog project 
so I can learn to teach King 
some tricks so that he’ll be an 
obedient and cool dog.”

The 4-H Project Adven-
ture Day is a great opportu-

nity for youth to come and 
get a “sampling” of several 
different project areas.  A 
huge thank you goes out to all 
of the 4-H Ambassadors and 
adult volunteers that made the 
day a success. 

For information about 
4-H contact the extension of-
fice at 320.968.5077.

Submitted article

(Editor’s Note: The fol-
lowing article was submit-
ted by Sherburne County 
Sheriff’s Office.)

A Princeton man died 
Tuesday night after the car 
he was driving left the road 
in Baldwin Township and 
hit trees, according to Sher-
iff Joel Brott.

Joshua B. Wettschreck, 
34, was driving west on 
305th Ave. NW at about 
9:40 p.m. when his vehicle 
left the road in the 13000 
block and hit trees in the 
north ditch, according to 
Brott.

Wettschreck was un-
conscious and not breath-
ing when first responders 
arrived. He was taken to 
Fairview Northland Hospi-
tal in Princeton, where he 
was pronounced dead.

Princeton 
Man Dies 
in Fatal 
Crash
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Big Lake News

Sunday, April 10th, 2022
8:30am - 11:30am

Santiago Town Hall

COMMUNITY PANCAKE BREAKFAST & BAKE SALE! 
Kids & Adults welcome!

S6Rich Gorka,
Andover

Submitted article

(Editor’s Note: The fol-
lowing article was submit-
ted by Big Lake Schools.)

The Minnesota De-
partment of Education has 
released the class of 2021’s 
graduation rate data. The 
statewide graduation rate 
fell to 83.3%, which is a 
0.5% decrease compared 
to the four-year graduation 
rate of 2020. At Big Lake 
Schools, the 2021 gradua-
tion rate increased to 95.3% 
from 90.3% in 2020.

“Our district has made 
tremendous progress sup-
porting and improving 
education services for all 
students,” says Superin-
tendent Tim Truebenbach. 
“The hard work and ded-
ication of our staff and 
students throughout the 

pandemic shows with the 
exceptional improvements 
in our graduation data.”

The graduation rate 
improvements for Big Lake 
High School are as follows:

All Students 
2020: 90.3% 
2021: 95.3%
Students Eligible for
Free/Reduced Meals
2020: 85.0% 
2021: 89.7%
Female Students 
2020: 94.5% 
2021: 97.3%
Male Students 
2020: 86.5% 
2021: 93.2%
Special Education 
Students 
2020: 53.5% 
2021: 79.3%

BLHS graduation 
rates exceed state 
average

Submitted article

(Editor’s Note: The fol-
lowing article was submit-
ted by Big Lake Schools.)

The Minnesota Science 
selection committee for the 
Presidential Awards for 
Excellence in Mathemat-
ics and Science Teaching 
(PAEMST) program has 
chosen Big Lake teacher 
Dawn Mueller as a 2022 
Minnesota finalist for this 
prestigious award.

Applicants for this 
award submit extensive doc-
umentation and a video of a 
lesson to demonstrate their 
outstanding teaching abili-
ties in the following areas:

• Mastery of Science 
content;

• Use of instructional 
methods and strategies ap-
propriate for students’ learn-

ing;
• Effective use of as-

sessment strategies;
• Reflective practice 

and lifelong learning;
• Leadership in educa-

tion outside the classroom.
More information about 

the program is available at 
www.PAEMST.org.

Each application of a 
state finalist is forwarded 
to a national selection com-
mittee composed of science 
educators, teachers, and past 
awardees who will meet in 
Washington DC to select 
the PAEMST awardees 
at the national level. One 
Mathematics and one Sci-
ence Teacher from each 

state will be selected for the 
award. The awardees will be 
announced and recognized 
by The White House. They 
will also receive $10,000 
and will participate in vari-
ous activities in Washington 
DC.

Dawn Mueller will be 
formally honored as a final-
ist at the Minnesota Science 
Teachers Association con-
ference next fall, and infor-
mally recognized at STEM 
day at the State Fair. 

Congratulations to 
Dawn Mueller for this pres-
tigious honor in recognition 
of truly outstanding teach-
ing and leadership in science 
education.

Big Lake’s Mueller named 
presidential award finalist

By Katherine Cantin,
Staff Writer
Reporter.Katie@PatriotNewsMN.com

During last week’s 
meeting, the Big Lake 
School Board heard an up-
date on the progress of ref-
erendum projects.

The district is getting 
ready for construction to 
begin around the school 
campus. Beginning the 
first week in April, projects 
funded by the bond referen-
dum will begin, including 
the much-needed roofing 
projects. 

Video scoreboards 
were delivered and in-
stalled, and will be in use 
very soon. According to 
Grounds Manager TJ Zer-
was, the students were 

very excited about the new 
scoreboards, with students 
venturing down to see them 
during their lunch break.

SEL and 
Targeted Literacy
The board heard an 

update on the implemen-
tation of Social-Emotional 
Learning (SEL) and tar-
geted literacy practices in 
the schools. 

Targeted Literacy is 
mainly taking from in writ-
ing practices at the begin-
ning and ending of each 
class which offers the stu-
dents a chance to interact 
with the material in dif-
ferent, open-ended ways. 
These writing activities are 
low-stakes, meaning they 
have little impact on the 
student’s grade, and there-

fore allow the opportunity 
for the student to practice 
engaging with the mate-
rial without being worried 
about a negative score. 

The teachers are mak-
ing progress in implement-
ing and developing these 
writing activities, though 
there is still some room for 
improvement. The teach-
ers found to do particularly 
well have shared their work 
(anonymously) with other 
teachers. 

SEL focuses on 
teaching students about 
self-awareness, self-man-
agement, responsible deci-
sion-making, relationship 
skills, and social awareness. 

Again, the schools are 
focused first on training the 
teachers to implement these 

practices in the classrooms. 
District-wide, Big Lake 
Schools will be applying 
for grants in order to hire 
more counselors, ideally 
one per school, to help stu-
dents with behavioral or 
mental health issues. Coun-
seling services can be billed 
to families’ insurance, but 
the grants will help for 
those families that are un-
able to cover the cost.

Radon Testing
The middle school will 

be tested for radon, in ac-
cordance with best practice 
recommendations from the 
Minnesota Dept. of Health. 
Other schools in the district 
were tested before the be-
ginning of the pandemic. 
Radon is a naturally occur-
ing gas which is odorless, 

tasteless, and transparent. 
Excessive amounts of radon 
inhalation could cause lung 
cancer. The district aims 
to test all the schools for 
radon every five years.

Presidential 
Award Finalist
Big Lake teacher Dawn 

Mueller was named the 
2022 Minnesota finalist for 
the Presidential Award for 
Excellence in Mathemat-
ics and Science Teaching. 
Mueller submitted a video 
of a classroom lesson as 
her entry for this award, 
demonstrating her knowl-
edge and teaching skills. 
Mueller will now move on 
to compete on the national 
level. The national win-
ner will win a visit to the 
White House, several activ-

ities in the US Capital, and 
$10,000. 

Supt. Tim Trueben-
bach voiced his pride in 
the staff of the Big Lake 
School District, saying that 
this, along with other forms 
of recognition, proved that 
the Big Lake Schools staff 
were qualified and talented 
professionals. 

In Other Business, 
the Board:
• Heard the monthly fi-

nancial report;
• Reviewed routine 

policy updates; 
• Heard from Supt. 

Tim Truebenbach that bus 
stop trackers will be imple-
mented soon.

BL Schools to begin construction in April

By Katherine Cantin,
Staff Writer
Reporter.Katie@PatriotNewsMN.com

During the March  9 
council meeting, it was re-
vealed that city administra-
tor, Clay Wilfahrt, accepted 
a new position in another 
city and Hanna Klimmek, 
community development 
director, would be stepping 
into the role as the interim 
administrator. 

Staff suggested that 
council hire Klimmek for 
the position for six months 
before offering her a per-
manent position. 

However, Council 
Member Ken Halverson 
had some issues with this 
plan, hoping to interview 
others, from both within 

and outside of current city 
staff, to fill the position 
permanently. This way, 
if Klimmek decides she 
doesn’t want the position 
permanently, the city does 
not need to start the process 
of finding a new adminis-
trator. He also wished to 
consider more than one 
candidate. 

Halverson made a mo-
tion to start the search right 
away for a permanent ad-
ministrator. However, his 
motion failed to get a sec-
ond and so failed.

Mayor Paul Knier 
stated that Klimmek would 
not automatically get an 
offer for the permanent po-
sition, but would be under 
consideration during the six 
month period to see if she is 

a good fit. He also did not 
agree with Halverson’s as-
sessment that this process 
had a “lack of transpar-
ency.”

Current city adminis-
trator Clay Wilfahrt said 
that Klimmek’s appoint-
ment had been fast-tracked 
due to the immediacy of his 
vacating the position, and 
the need to provide guid-
ance for the rest of the staff 
right away. 

This recent meeting 
was Wilfahrt’s final city 
council meeting before 
he leaves his position. 
His send-off party will be 
Thursday, April 7, 4-5:30 
p.m. in the city council 
chambers, and the public is 
invited to attend. 

Public Library 
Update
Jeanette Burkhardt, di-

rector of the Big Lake and 
Becker public libraries, 
gave a presentation on the 

previous year for the Big 
Lake branch. 

Their Locally Growin’ 
fundraiser is going on right 
now, and the library has a 
goal of raising $750 to use 
towards purchasing sum-
mer reading program prizes 
and bringing the Raptor 
Center to the community 
for an educational opportu-
nity in July.

Story Strolls will re-
turn this summer. Signs 
are erected at local parks 
displaying pages of a story 
book. Families take a walk 
around the park in order to 
read the story. More infor-
mation will be available at 
the library on where to find 
these parks. 

The library is continu-
ing its outreach with the 

food shelf and with ECFE 
(early childhood) classes. 
The Friends of the Library 
group donated books and 
crafts to kids through the 
food shelf. Story strolls 
were offered at the school 
several times over the sum-
mer for ECFE families. 

The library recently 
purchased children’s fur-
niture and a new display 
cabinet.

In Other Business, 
the Council:
• Approved an EAW 

(environmental assessment 
worksheet) and a develop-
ment application for Prairie 
Meadows Third Addition;

• Heard department 
reports from public works 
and water/wastewater.

Council discusses city administrator position

CLAY WILFAHRT conducted his 
last meeting as Big Lake City Admin-
strator earlier this month. (Patriot 
Archive Photo.)

DAWN MUELLER. (Submitted 
Photo.)
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ENTER THE PATRIOT ANNUAL EASTER COLORING CONTEST! 
Fill your name out on the entry blank below and take them (or mail them) to the Sherburne State Bank 
office in Becker (ATTN: COLORING CONTEST, P.O. Box 428, 12500 Sherburne Ave, Becker, MN 
55308). Prizes will be awarded in three age categories (Ages 1-5, Ages 6-10, Ages 11-15) and will be 

held Monday, April 18 and winner’s names will be published in our Saturday, April 23 issue of the 
Patriot. Winners will be notified by phone or email and they can stop by the Patriot office with their 

artwork to receive a prize.
EACH WINNER WILL RECEIVE ONE $15 GIFT CERTIFICATE TO AN AREA EATERY! 
FOR THOSE DROPPING OFF ENTRIES, WE ASK THAT YOU CONSIDER DONATING A 

FOOD ITEM OR TWO FOR THE AREA FOOD SHELVES! THANK YOU!

NAME ____________________________________________________________________   AGE ________________________________

ADDRESS _______________________________________________________________________________________________________

PHONE ________________________________ EMAIL  __________________________________________________________________

COLORING CONTEST! 

Serving our communities since 1920
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• Letters to the Editors: The PATRIOT  welcomes letters to the editor. Addresses and telephone 
numbers are require for verification purposes.  All letters must contain the original signature of 
the writer. E-mailed letters can be accepted. The deadline for all letters is noon Wednesday. Limit 
letters to 200 words or less. Letters will be printed at the discretion of the editor and are subject to 
editing for grammar, libel and brevity. Two letters per writer per subject each year.

• Obituaries: Obituaries are $50 prepaid. The Editor reserves the right to edit lengthy obituaries.

The Patriot, under the continuation of the Citizen-Tribune, is the official legal newspaper for 
Clear Lake, Clearwater, Orrock, Palmer & Santiago Townships, City of Becker, Becker Township 

and Becker School District #726 and Big Lake School District #727.

• Submitted Material: There will be a $30 charge for all thank you, engagement, wedding and 
birth  announcement pictures.  The PATRIOT is not responsible for correctness of ads received 
by telephone.

• Deadlines: Wednesday 12 pm Legals & Notices,  Wednesday 10 am Display & Classified Ads.
• Subscription Rates: $90 annually, $45 for six months, $22.50 for three months or $7.50 a month.

Patriot Office
763-275-0275  • 14054 Bank Street, Box 458, Becker, MN 55308

Website: www.patriotnewsmn.com  •  Email: production@patriotnewsmn.com
Business Hours: Mon. - Thurs. 8:00 am to 5:00 pm • Friday CLOSED

STAFF WRITERS
Bill Morgan - reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com
Katie Cantin - reporter.katie@patriotnewsmn.com
CONTRIBUTING WRITERS
Mark Kolbinger
Penny Leuthard
Ken Francis
PATRIOT LEGALS/CLASSIFIED ADS
Kathy Nelson - legals.kathy@patriotnewsmn.com
ACCOUNTING
Chris Meyer - accounting@patriotnewsmn.com

Patriot Staff
PUBLISHER/EDITOR 
Bill Morgan - production@patriotnewsmn.com
ADVERTISING SALES MANAGER
Carol Hanson - sales.carol@patriotnewsmn.com
ADVERTISING SALES
Mary Nehring - adsales@patriotnewsmn.com
Travis Cook - sales.travis@patriotnewsmn.com
GRAPHIC DESIGN
Bill Morgan - production@patriotnewsmn.com

Editorials/Opinions

TO THE EDITOR:
Conflict exists in the world. We can 
choose to deal with this in a construc-
tive or destructive way. I hope that we 
can all take a breath or a break in this to 
determine how we can best move forward 
(together constructively is my choice). 
Could it be that both presentations pro-
vided to the board are right? Are there 
some ideas there that, taken too far, are 
wrong? Is there a way to blend the two 
together in a constructive way that will 
meet the needs of ALL? I know this can 
be done. I too believe there are not two 
sides here, so why put me (or anyone 
else) on a side by shouting down and 
disrespecting? Let’s work together on a 
way forward that protects ALL students, 
that respects ALL people and brings us 
together. 
Mark Swanson,
Becker, MN

TO THE EDITOR:
So we learned that Supreme Court Nom-
inee Ketanji Brown Jackson chose not to 
following Federal sentencing guidelines 
in cases involving child porn because 
these guidelines were written back when 
these individuals received child por-
nographic images through the mail as 
compared to today when computers and 
the  internet allows for easier child porn 
distribution.  Well now that makes sense 
doesn’t it? Based upon her brand of logic, 
we now have a window into how she 
may rule on various Constitutional cases.  
Take for example the 2nd Amendment.  
Since bullets were not even invented until 
the 1830’s, well after the 2nd Amend-
ment was ratified, the right to keep and 
bear arms would not apply to guns and 
rifles that utilize bullets, but only muzzle 
loaded guns. And then to cases involving 
the 1st amendment which was written 
when information was disseminated via 
word of mouth or printed on paper, again 
using Judge Jackson’s brand of logic, 
the 1st amendment would not apply to 
speech on television, radio or internet. I 
just can’t wait for Judge Ketanji Brown 
Jackson to be seated on the Supreme 
Court!
Bret R. Collier
Big Lake, MN

TO THE EDITOR:
Adding to the long goodbye we Minne-
sotans are already saying to our moose, 
we are now on our way to losing the 
iconic boreal forest of our North Shore, 
BWCA, and Voyageurs National Park. 
Everything depends on how long we 
continue to spew greenhouse gas into our 
air, changing the temperature and precip-
itation patterns of our weather. But it’s 
not just up north. It also means a growing 
Kansas-ification of our entire North Star 
State. We may see much of our forested 
lands retreat north and east, as prairie 
moves in from the west to potentially 
swallow up 70% of Minnesota - all the 
way to Duluth and east of the Twin Cities.  
Yes, this concerns me. I hope it concerns 
you. Lee Frelich, from the Department of 
Forest Resources at the U of M, and oth-
ers, have painted alternative pictures of 
what a future Minnesota may look like. 
The various scenarios depend on whether 
we continue business as usual (the stance 
of the fossil fuel industry, their enablers, 
and those who don’t believe science) or 
act with seriousness and haste in moving 
away from fossil fuels now. Midterm 
elections are this year. I’m interested in 
where my elected representatives stand. 
If they’re still sharing a bed with fossil 

fuel interests rather than supporting the 
rapid transition to renewable energy, 
we need to hold them accountable with 
our voices and votes. Divest from fossil 
fuel companies, invest in renewables, 
and support an organization on the front 
lines of the fight. Otherwise, Minnesota 
and the places we love could become un-
recognizable within decades, and I’m not 
for that. Are you?
Karen Lohn
Annandale, MN

TO THE EDITOR:
Although I am fairly certain someone is 
pulling a Ben Franklin on the community 
of Becker, I would like to acknowledge 
the genuineness of the lived experiences 
of the student in last week’s letter to the 
editor. There are, however, two things I 
would like to add to their words. First, 
the feelings you are experiencing in your 
senior year of high school are feelings 
that some of your peers and classmates 
have felt their entire school existence. 
Second, laying the blame for your ex-
periences on the individuals you named 
is ill-placed. Instead of crediting us, you 
should be casting your gaze on every and 
all individuals who invited a hate group 
to speak in a public school. Citing Gender 
Justice, in recent correspondence: Becker 
Public Schools school board invited an 
anti-transgender and anti-gay hate group 
to speak at their school board meeting. 
When it comes to protecting the health, 
safety, and well-being of marginalized 
youth in your school district, there are 
no “two sides” to the question. There is 
certainly no valid “side” that would in-
volve a group of adults taking the stage 
in a room full of children and parents 
and likening gay and transgender youth 
to “social contagions.” Your students are 
human beings, not “political issues.” 
Joe Rand , 
Clearwater, MN
Heather Abrahamson, 
Becker, MN

TO THE EDITOR:
I strongly urge the school board to con-
tinue live streaming the board meetings as 
well as continuing to allow everyone the 
opportunity to openly address the school 
board. Unfortunately, in the wake of the 
March 14 protests, some have suggested 
discontinuing live streaming and shutting 
down public participation. Maybe school 
administrators will claim they don’t have 
the technical staff available to continue 
live streaming board meetings? As citi-
zens, we should be very skeptical of such 
lame excuses limiting our freedoms. 
Now, more than ever, we need to protect 
our 1st Amendment rights. Across the 
country, parents and students alike are 
getting involved in discussing import-
ant issues impacting our schools. Now is 
not the time to be silenced. Now is the 
time to encourage the open and honest 
exchange of ideas especially because so 
many of our citizens are finally raising 
their voices. Our school district owes us 
full transparency. I applaud our school 
board’s efforts in creating a new board 
policy promoting full transparency to all 
our school’s curriculum. Please urge our 
board representatives to continue live 
streaming all their sessions and allow us 
to speak to them in the open forum. Our 
kids’ futures depend upon it.
Sam Gullickson,
Clear Lake, MN

Letters To The Editor

A Dream Come True 
Since I was a teen-

ager, I loved to read about 
places to travel. Every Sun-
day when the paper came, 
I would go to the travel 
section and dream of these 
faraway places I wanted to 
go. Both my parents had 
traveled all over the world. 
I never grew tired of their 
stories - they fueled my de-
sire.

It was my 17th birth-
day; I was given the book, 
Isles of the Caribbean. I 
read it thoroughly. For 
years, I had talked about 
different islands, the 
unique sites to see and the 
turquoise waters of the Ca-
ribbean.  

Next week, I get to see 
a dream come true. We are 
leaving for Punta Cana in 
the Dominican Republic, 
and we’ll be right on the 
Caribbean. To say I’m ex-
cited is an understatement.

Part of me is in disbe-
lief. Is this really happen-
ing? The other part of me 
can’t stop thinking about it 
and I’m losing some sleep. 
Will I get to the point where 
I can calm the inner child? I 
don’t know. I haven’t taken 
a trip like this before.

I’ve traveled around to 
different parts of the coun-
try but this is the first time 
having to use a passport.

As a kid, there were 
family vacations. Most 
were road trips. It was fun; 
you see more of the coun-
tryside this way.

I was 18 when I first 
flew on a plane. Mom and 
I were going to Dallas to 
see a family friend. I was 
excited, even with the tur-
bulence experience.

Horseback riding in the 

Bighorns; camping in Gla-
cier National Park, hiking 
in Arizona and Colorado; 
walking the hills of Ken-
tucky; dining at Windows 
of the World in New York 
and swimming in the Gulf 
of Mexico off the Florida 
coast, have been great ex-
periences. I love to travel.

We’ve done some re-
search on things to do in 
Punta Cana. Top on our list 
is: deep sea fishing, horse-
back riding on the beach 
and an excursion out to 
Isla Saona or Isla Catalina 
(maybe both) and swim-
ming with the dolphins 
(me).  

There is a lot of snor-
keling. Some of the best 
in the Caribbean. I love 
to swim underwater. One 
small issue - I don’t like to 
have fish or weeds touch 
me. How do I do this? The 
pictures I’ve seen are spec-
tacular. The colorful fish 
and beautiful coral reefs, 
make it tantalizing. I’m 
thinking about it.

I am on the fence about 
the stingray experience. 
You’re in shallow water 
walking around and they 
swim by you. It looks cool 
and people seem to enjoy 
it. I’ve been told by friends, 

“You need to go do this - 
it’s amazing.”  I’m think-
ing about this too. Maybe 
when I am there and see it 
happening in front of me, 
I’ll find courage and try it. 
There is so much to see and 
explore.

The resort is picture 
perfect. Tiki huts and 
lounge chairs scattered on 
the white sandy beach. Fla-
mingos and peacocks walk 
around. Beautiful flowers 
and landscaping surround 
you and capture the tropi-
cal feel. 

The pool is dream-like, 
with an island of palm trees 
in the middle. Oh, and there 
are monkeys too.

Both Scott and I like 
meeting people. We will 
enjoy learning about the 
culture and make some new 
friends.

The music is inviting 
and sets the relaxing Carib-
bean vibe. I like to dance. 
It doesn’t matter the music, 
if it has a good beat, I’ll be 
moving. Scott knows.

I found the Merengue 
is the “national music and 
dance of the Dominican.” 
I’m going to try it. 

First and foremost, 
we plan to relax, soak up 
some rays, dip our toes in 
the sand and bask in the 
warmth of the turquoise sea 
- paradise at last.  

As I write this column, 
I am getting more and more 
excited and pumped for this 
trip. An adventure awaits 
and a dream is about to 
come true.               

“Smell the sea, feel the 
sky and let your soul and 
spirit fly.”  

Sounds good.
   

By Shelley Berthiaume
Contributing Writer

The Future of Nuclear Power in Minnesota
(Editor’s Note: The fol-

lowing column was submitted 
by Sen. Andrew Mathews.)

Nuclear power is a 
carbon-free, clean-energy 
source that provides base 
load generation and serves 
as the most resilient form of 
generation. Our community 
is located near the Monti-
cello nuclear power station 
which, along with Prairie 
Island, contributes 26% of 
the state’s electricity net 
generation.

I strongly believe it is 
time for Minnesota to repeal 
the ban on new construction 
of nuclear facilities. The 
bills I have introduced this 
session are a small step in 
the right direction to allow 
regulators to consider po-
tential benefits to the grid.

My legislation would 
exempt any nuclear gen-

erating facility of 100 
megawatts or less from the 
nuclear moratorium. This 
will allow for the conversa-
tion to get started and signal 
companies to bring forward 
proposals for small or mi-
cro-sized nuclear reactors.

I am also carrying leg-
islation to direct $150,000 
to the Department of Com-

merce to conduct a study 
into the potential costs, 
benefits, and impacts of 
advanced nuclear reactors 
in Minnesota. As we shut-
ter conventional generation 
before the asset’s useful 
service life, we must under-
stand any potential benefits 
of emerging technologies 
to ensure Minnesota can 
achieve its carbon goals. 
The study is directed to 
consider the feasibility of 
replacing the coal-fired 
boilers with nuclear reac-
tors, which would reutilize 
energy infrastructure.

Minnesota must have 
dependable and sustain-
able energy outlook. And 
for this reason, if we are 
removing coal and gas gen-
eration, then we need more 
nuclear.

By Sen. 
Andrew Mathews

Employer Tax Increase Moves Forward
(Editor’s Note: The fol-

lowing column was submitted 
by Rep. Paul Novotny.)

The March 15th dead-
line to prevent unneces-
sary tax increases on every 
business owner in the state 
has come and gone. House 
Democrats are to blame for 
the financial pain employ-
ers will see.

As all of us are dealing 
with the impact of soaring 
energy costs and the high-
est levels of inflation seen 
in more than forty years, 
it is unconscionable to 
think that prices could go 
even higher as main street 
businesses deal with the 
effects of this massive tax 
hike. Legislation to prevent 
these taxes from taking ef-
fect has broad support from 
Gov. Walz, both parties in 
the Senate, and House Re-
publicans. With significant 
federal relief funds, we had 
more than enough resources 
to do the right thing, to get 
this fixed, while preserving 
the budget surplus so that 

we can use that on perma-
nent tax relief for all Min-
nesotans.

Minnesota needs to re-
plenish its Unemployment 
Insurance (UI) Trust Fund 
by more than $1 billion. 
Novotny said $9.3 billion 
in available state surplus 
funds could be used for this 
purpose, but he instead pre-
fers that federal COVID re-
lief funding that Minnesota 
has already received from 
Washington D.C. be used 
instead. By not utilizing ei-
ther of these pots of money, 

the default repayment in-
creases taxes on local em-
ployers by 15% or more.

Last month, Governor 
Walz’s employment com-
missioner said March 15 
was the deadline for the 
lawmakers to pass legisla-
tion and prevent significant 
tax increases on Minnesota 
businesses. The commis-
sioner told the workforce 
committee that a failure to 
act would “create major 
problems” for the State of 
Minnesota.

Since then, the Min-
nesota Senate approved a 
full UI repayment bill on 
an overwhelming 55-11 
bipartisan vote three weeks 
ago, while House Demo-
crat leadership did nothing. 
Before the deadline, House 
Republicans twice tried to 
move legislation that would 
have prevented these tax 
increases. In both cases, 
House Democrats blocked 
them from debate.

By Rep.
Paul Novotny

SHERBURNE COUNTY 4-H AMBASSADORS posed for their donation drive for the Foster Care Community. Last month, the 
4-H Ambassadors organized a County-Wide Donation Drive at the Government Center for children in the Foster Care Com-
munity.  Pictured above from left to right: Katie Berning, Hayden Parham, Anthony Berning, Cate Knapp, Blazden Mueller, 
Dashton Mueller, Bailey Muehlbauer, and Jackson Rosati. (Submitted Photo).
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FT, PT & On-call Caregivers - All Shifts

Make a difference for 
individuals with 
disabilities as a DSP

Search jobs and apply online at:
sevitahealth.com

Call Rachel for more information: 763-377-2357
SevitaHealth.com

Employment

Apply in person, 1 mile east of Becker, 
137th left, 1/8 mile on left. 612-747-0163    

NOW HIRING!
KASOWSKI GROUP

• FT FARM LABOR
• FT EQUIPMENT OPERATOR • FT FARM MECHANIC

 

 
Find meaningful 
employment.  
Build upon  
your skills. 
Create positive 
change.  

Cargill is one of the largest, most diverse and most successful food companies in the world, and our 
purpose is to nourish the world in a safe, responsible and sustainable way. We prioritize our employees’ 

health and well-being, who are essential to the food supply chain. Our broad scale and scope allow you to 
take your career anywhere you’d like; providing you with new opportunities for you to grow, develop and 

make an impact on the future of our business. Choose Cargill and take your opportunity to thrive! 
 

Cargill is an Equal Opportunity Employer, including Disability/Vet. 

Cargill is Now Hiring for Production roles in Monticello and Big Lake! 
 

Apply Online Today! 
 

 
Scan the QR 

code with your 
smart device 

to apply! 

Benefits Include: Overtime Potential, Vacation & Holiday Pay, Health 
Insurance, 401(k), Tuition Reimbursement, Life Insurance & Short Term 
Disability, Employee Discounts, and much more! 

$1,500 Sign-On Bonus! 
1st Shift Food Handler – $17.25+ /hour 
2nd Shift Food Handler – $19.25+ /hour 

3rd Shift Sanitation – $20.80+ /hour 
Maintenance Tech Multiple Shifts - $28.65 – $30.65+ /hour 

 

Visit: careers.cargill.com/Monticello-mn  or   careers.cargill.com/Biglake-mn     
 

                                                

Monticello          Big Lake 

Apply within:
Nutrien Ag Solutions

Attn: Brad or Tom
20190 W Hwy 10  Big Lake, MN 55309

(763) 263-2518  EOE

SEASONAL CLASS A & B DRIVERS

Retirees & College
Students Welcome

NOW ACCEPTING
APPLICATIONS FOR

Custom agronomy
application, experience
preferred but not required
Able to attain commercial
applicator license
Clean MVR, CDL, or able to
attain

AGRONOMY APPLICATORS

NOW HIRING SEASONAL & FULL-TIME POSITIONS

Cokato
190 Jackson Ave
(320)286-6142

Local deliveries
Must have clean MVR &
CDR pref, not required

AGRONOMY DRIVERS

Skid steer, forklift, &
general yard help

AGRONOMY LABORERS

WANT EXTRA INCOME?
RECENTLY RETIRED? 

JO IN  OUR TEAM!

Little Falls
13146 Haven Rd
(320)632-9310

Santiago
2168 168th Ave
(763)662-2285

St. Martin
111 Main St

(320)548-3245

Watkins
500 4th St N

(320)764-9635

centrasota.com/careers

TIME FOR 
A NEW JOB?
• Accounting & Credit Clerk
• Admin Asst.
• Comm. Drafter
• Customer Care/Sales Rep
• Sous Chef/Cooks
• Welder
• Staff Accountant
• Bookkeeper - 15 hrs/wk
+  AND MORE!

Now Hiring!

320-251-1038 
expresspros.com/stcloudmn

Check out our 
express jobs 

app today!

Call to
phone 

screen!

click, call, or text 
to learn more!

No Fees! Apply Today!

Jubilee Liquors Associate
Part-time cashier/stocker, mostly evenings, every 
other Saturday. Includes only one Sunday per 

month. Seriously, totally awesome schedule!
Perfect job for retirees. 

Come join our wonderful team!
Apply in person

13400 1st St., Becker

STOP IN FOR AN APPLICATION TODAY!

FT Diesel Mechanic

320-558-6565 
925 Shorty Street

Clearwater, MN 55320

Looking for a responsible and motivated
individual! FT w/rotating Saturday shift. 

We offer competitive pay, commission and
full benefit package for FT employees.

EOE

CASHIER/
DELI ASSOCIATE

Deli Plus
BECKER

Come join our Spectacular Team!

Shell

APPLY IN 

PERSON!

Part/Full time position. 4 am - 12 noon and other day 
shifts along with every other weekend.

Must be 18 years or older. We welcome retirees.

Production Openings
Malco Products, SBC, located in Annandale, MN offers you a great employment opportunity without the 
long commute. As the nation’s leading manufacturer of specialty precision hand tools for the HVAC 
industry, Malco is seeking a multi-talented individual to work in ourproduction area. Please check out 
our website for specific production job openings at www.MalcoTools.com

•Assemblers • Machine Tool Operators • Punch Press Operators
• Shippers  • Stockroom/Receiving Clerks

The starting pay is $18.20/hour to $20.38/hour. Second shift receives a 6% shift differential. We offer 
a flexible benefits program where you can pick and choose many options in our plan. We are a 100% 
owned Employee Stock Ownership Plan (ESOP) company where all employees are shareholders of 
company stock. Along with the excellent starting wage and benefits program, we have a clean, safe, 
climate controlled working environment

To apply, complete the online application or print and complete an application found at malcotools.com 
and mail, fax, email or deliver the application to:

MALCO PRODUCTS, SBC
Attn: Human Resources Manager
P.O. Box 400, Annandale, MN 55302-0400
Facsimile: (320) 323-4441   Email: hr@malcotools.com

Work in Central Minnesota’s 
“Heart of the Lakes” area! 

NOW
HIRING

Apply at: 24614 US Hwy 71, Belgrade, MN 56312  
Email your resume to hiring@bayerbuilt.com

Bayer Built  
Woodworks, Inc., providing  
quality product and unparalleled service to 900  
dealers throughout the Midwest, is looking to fill the 
following positions:

• Route Drivers

Competitive pay and benefits, a  
positive and clean work environment, 
and opportunities to advance your  
career with a local company that 
continues to grow. 

$10,000  

Sign On Bonus

• OTR Drivers



By Penny Leuthard,
Contributing Writer

During their March 
meeting, Lynden Twp. 
discussed the feedlot com-
plaints they had received 
concerning a Co. Rd. 44 
property with no shelter for 
animals. Stearns Co. Envi-
ronmental Services (SCES) 
issues the permits, but they 
don’t have a requirement 
for shelters. The township 
was referred to the Board 
of Animal Health and on to 
the sheriff, who indicated 
there was no state law or 
ordinance violation.

Twp. Attorney Michael 
Couri informed the board 
they can enact an ordinance 
for feedlot shelters, but it 
can’t be retroactive for cur-
rent complaints; he isn’t 
aware of other townships 
that have passed any similar 
ordinances. The issue was 
tabled to the next meeting.

A variance application 
was received for a property 
on Belview Rd. Although 
the proposed addition 
would just go higher within 
the same footprint, a vari-
ance from Stearns Co. is 
needed to come into com-
pliance for the side setback 
and setback from the center 
line.

Although Belview Rd. 
is a private road, the town-
ship does have authority of 
ROW; all owners on the 
road have signed indicating 
their approval. A site visit 
will be scheduled.

Carol Jones ap-
proached the board to in-
quire about rezoning her 
parcel on Lake Maria Rd.; 
it is currently zoned A40, 
and she is considering a 
request to rezone to R40. 
Jones was provided contact 
information for SCES and 
Planning Administrator 
James Kantor.

Road Report
Supervisor Dennis 

Niemi reviewed the con-
cept of a five year road plan 
with Short Elliot Hendrick-
son (SEH) and obtained 
a quote. The plan would 

develop a map and poten-
tial costs associated with 
a project, which would as-
sist with budget planning. 
A motion carried for the 
township chair and clerk to 
sign the agreement contin-
gent on Couri’s review.

A motion carried au-
thorizing the township 
chair and clerk to sign the 
Road Contractors Services 
Agreement with Schendzie-
los, contingent upon Cou-
ri’s review.

Other Business
A motion carried au-

thorizing the issuance of a 
statement of interest in par-
ticipation in the Stearns Co. 
Emergency Management 
All-Hazard Mitigation 
Plan. Participation in the 
plan allows the township 
to apply for federal funds 
without a disaster declara-
tion; the goal is for place-
ment of dry hydrants and to 
improve the early warning 
system. 

Motions carried to ap-

prove amendments to Or-
dinance 12 and to accept 
the proposed Certificate of 
Compliance for a property 
split on 155th St. 

Lynden Twp. cleanup 
day will be June 11 from 
8 to 11 a.m. at Clearwater 
Twp. Hall.

The sheriff reported 60 
calls for January, including 
11 traffic, a couple of bur-
glaries, thefts, and DUIs; 
February calls were around 
47. The board requested a 
follow up on damage done 
to a mailbox and street sign, 
and for road weight restric-
tion enforcement.

Local Board of Equal-
ization and Appeal will be 
April 12 at 6 p.m.

The next Lynden Twp. 
meeting will be April 4 at 
7 p.m.

During their annual 
meeting, Lynden Twp. 
residents approved the 
proposed 2023 levy for 
$592,438, which is a 2% 
reduction from 2022.
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Clearwater News

Be a Patriot Page 
Sponsor! Call 

763.275.0275 to 
secure your ad

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Appreciative of our 
local newspaper! 

We proudly support 
our communities

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Mon. - Thu., 9am-5pm; Fri. 9am-1pm

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Call us for 
your business 

insurance needs.

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Mon. - Thu., 9am-5pm; Fri. 9am-1pm

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Bundled options 
available, call today 

for your quote.

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Mon. - Thu., 9am-5pm; Fri. 9am-1pm

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Life insurance, make 
sure you have the 
right protection.

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Mon. - Thu., 9am-5pm; Fri. 9am-1pm

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Do you own a boat, 
ATV, motorcycle or 
RV? Call today for a 

free quote.

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Mon. - Thu., 9am-5pm; Fri. 9am-1pm

PROUD SPONSOR
OF THE 

NEWSPAPER,
EVENTS, ACTIVITIES

AND BUSINESSES
IN OUR LOCAL

COMMUNITIES!

763-262-5850
tjpottertrucking.com

Grateful for our 
community newspaper 

and all the events 
covered in our 

surrounding areas!

612.298.3608
Sarawaytashek 

@edinarealty.com

Good Luck Athletes!

Proudly 
serving the 

communities of 
Becker, 

Big Lake, 
Clear Lake and 

Clearwater!
We appreciate 

your 
business and 
readership!

Auctions
ESTATE  AUCTION

SUNDAY, APRIL 10, 2022 @ 11:00 AM
3825 Shadowood Dr. NE.Sauk Rapids,MN

Directions: St. Cloud, E. on Hwy 23 Left 0n 40th  (Follow Signs)

THIS IS A PARTIAL LISTING. B.P. & MN tax applies. 
See website for more: 
www.midwestauctions.com/sharer 
Keith Sharer Auction Service

320-267-1963

HOUSEHOLD & FURNITURE:Coins & Jewelry, Karaoke system, 
EV S-500 speakers, T.V’s, Bedding, Dishes, Cookware, Dressers, 
Sofa & loveseat, Recliner, Rocker Log bed, Pine table.  SPORTING: 
Ruger revolver, Ruger .22cal rifle, German 38 Derringer, Remington 
870 combo 12 Ga., Ice auger, Compound bows, Arrows, Fishing rods, 
Binoculars, Shotgun shells, Brass, Mr. heater, Deer & Fish mounts, 
Deer hide, Ice auger, Tip ups, Fishing tackle, Gun cases. TOOLS: 
Miller Matic 35 wire feed welder, Drill press, Power tools, Air com-
pressor, Tool box, Table saw, Acetylene torch set, Power miter saws, 
Lawn tractor, Battery charger, Stihl MS170 chain saw, Kerosene 
heater. 

Employment
KITCHEN & 
WAIT STAFF

Apply in person.
Hwy. 10 & Lake St., 

Big Lake

NOW HIRINGNOW HIRING

Flexible Hours
Tips 

City of Clearwater
NOTICE OF POSITION POSTING

City Council Member
The City of Clearwater is seeking individuals interested in 
serving as a City Council Member from April 11, 2022 to 
December 31, 2022.

Please submit a letter of interest to the City Administrator 
on or  before April 7, 2022.  Include why you wish to serve 
in this capacity and a brief description of related experience 
along with any other relevant information.

To hold elective city office, individuals must be a U.S. citizen, 
a qualified city voter and at least 21 years of age on the date 
of taking office. 

Letters of interest may be sent to:
 Annita Smythe, City Administrator
 City of Clearwater
 PO Box 9
 Clearwater, MN  55320
 or emailed to asmythe@clearwatercity.com

Published March 26, 2022 and April 2, 2022

ACE HEATING & A/C LOOKING FOR SERVICE TECHS WITH 1-2 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE. ARE YOU TIRED OF BEING A NUMBER? COME WORK 

WITH A COMPANY THAT WILL TREAT YOU LIKE FAMILY

Ace Heating And 
Air Conditioning

Apply online: 
https://aceheatingandairinc.

com/employment/

Or call 
763-389-2647

We offer great pay and benefits

By Penny Leuthard,
Contributing Writer

During the Clearwater 
City Council’s March meet-
ing, a public hearing was 
held in regard to the city’s 
wellhead protection plan. 
Robyn Huerr from Min-
nesota Rural Water Assoc. 
(MRWA), who is provid-
ing technical assistance to 
the city, was in attendance. 
The plan is required by the 
state to be updated every 10 
years and is a pro-active ap-
proach to protect the city’s 
drinking water.

Huerr provided a proj-
ect overview and sum-
marized the action items 
outlined in the plan amend-
ment to mitigate risks. 
Clearwater’s wellhead area 
is considered high risk due 
to the geology of the area. 
Some of the city’s well-
head area falls outside of 
city limits, which requires 
the city to partner with 
other agencies on protec-
tion efforts. Along with ap-
proval from the council, the 
plan also requires approval 
from the Minnesota Dept. 
of Health and other state 
agencies.

Herr noted there may 
be grant funds available to 
complete some of the action 
steps identified. 

Written comments 
from Stearns Co. regarding 
the plan have been received 
and addressed; no other 
written comments were 
received, and no members 
of the public attended the 
hearing.

After questions from 
the council, a motion car-
ried for Resolution 2022-
18 – Approving Wellhead 
Protection Plan Part II. 

Other Motions
After a brief discus-

sion, a motion carried to 
proceed with plans and 
specifications and obtain-
ing bids for the Smith Street 
overlay project based on 

the engineer’s estimate of 
$100,000 construction and 
$8,000 engineering.

A motion carried ap-
proving 2022-16 – Approv-
ing Annexation Petition. 
Mayor Lawrence suggested 
the council look at placing 
noise conditions on ap-
proval or building them into 
the city’s ordinances to re-
quire noise-control screen-
ing for new projects. Calls 
from residents concerned 
about noise from the pro-
posed trucking projects 
have been received.

Motions carried for 
Resolution 2022-17 – Re-
establishing Precincts or 
Polling Place (required 
after each 10-year census), 
authorizing resubmission of 
the Well Relocation Proj-
ect to IUP for 2023, and 
accepting the pest control 
proposal from Ron’s Pest 
Control for a one-year term.

As there have been 
three permit requests and 
no complaints since it was 
enacted, a motion carried to 
extend Ordinance 2022-05 
Chickens for one year from 
the current sunset date. The 
ordinance allows the keep-
ing of chickens within city 
limits.

Park Commission
City Administrator 

Annita Smythe explained 
that the proposed Central 
Minnesota Cold Storage 
(CMCS) project will re-
quire platting, which will 
trigger park dedication 
under city code. She went 
to the Park Commission 
about the suitability of a 
location along Huber Ave. 
for a future community 
center, as if park dedication 
is required for the CMCS 
project, they may be able to 
acquire land for it at a lower 
than anticipated cost. 

Park Commission and 
City Council members ex-
pressed interest. Smythe 
will follow up with a pro-
posal for consideration at 

the next meeting.
A motion carried to 

authorize up to $12,000 for 
boulder placement at Veter-
ans Memorial Park.

A motion carried to 
approve disc golf projects 
requested by the disc golf 
club at a cost of $10,090. 

Local schools will be 
asked if they are interested 
in completing the mural 
section of Spring St. Park.

Resignation
Smythe informed the 

council that Council Mem-
ber Richard Petty had sub-
mitted his resignation from 
City Council but asked to 
remain on the Park Com-
mission if possible.

Mayor Lawrence 
thanked Petty on behalf of 
the Council for his years of 
service; a motion carried 
accepting his resignation.

Motions also carried 
to appoint Petty to the 
Park Commission for the 
remainder of his vacated 
council term, and to ap-
point Member Crandall to 
fill Petty’s position on the 
Sewer Authority Board on 
a temporary basis.

Other Business
Tabled twice, dis-

cussion on the fire chief 
rotation proposal was con-
cluded as the council never 
got to hear comments from 
Member Richard Petty and 
the fire chief had explained 
several reasons why he was 
opposed to it.

A small satellite inter-
net provider had reached 
out to the city about the 
possibility of placing an 
antenna on top of the water 
tower. Council members 
expressed interest in re-
viewing a proposal.

The next Clearwater 
City Council meeting will 
be April 11 at 7 p.m.

Clearwater updates 
wellhead protection plan

Lynden Twp. discusses 
feedlot shelters complaint

Submitted article

(Editor’s Note: The fol-
lowing article was submitted 
by Wright County.)

In a meeting yesterday 
(March 16), the Minnesota 
Department of Transporta-
tion’s Maintenance of Traffic 
(MOT) Task Force laid out 
the tentative schedule for the 
final year of construction on 
I-94 between Monticello and 
Clearwater.

Among the highlights 
from the meeting:

• Work will begin the 
second week of April with 
the construction phase of 
converting the nine miles of 
road between Monticello and 
Hasty beginning Friday, April 
15.

• From April 17-24, 
crews will finalize any cross-
overs and emergency pulloffs, 
move the cement barriers and 
stripe for eastbound I-94 traf-
fic in the westbound lanes.

• Starting Monday, April 

25, all traffic will be moved to 
the westbound lanes of traffic 
with two lanes in each direc-
tion separated by a median.

• The completion date is 
expected to be Saturday, Aug. 
13.

• Once the eastbound 
traffic gets diverted into two 
lanes in the westbound foot-
print, the Enfield Rest Area 
will be closed from April 25-
Aug. 13.

• While the traffic is all 
on the westbound lanes, in the 
event of accidents or stalls, 
tow trucks will be on scene to 
prevent massive delays. They 
will be on site during peak 
hours (5:30 a.m. to 9 a.m. 
and 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. Monday 
through Thursday, 5:30 a.m. 
to 9:30 a.m. and 3 p.m. to 9 
p.m. Fridays, 3 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
Sundays and 2 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
on Memorial Day and the 4th 
of July.

• Traffic may be reduced 
to one lane on eastbound 
I-94 between Clearwater and 

Hasty from 9 p.m. to 11 a.m. 
Sunday night into Monday, 
6 p.m. to 11 a.m. Sunday 
through Friday, 6 p.m. to 10 
a.m. on weekends.

• Traffic may be reduced 
to one lane on eastbound I-94 
between Hasty and Monti-
cello from 9 p.m. to noon 
Sunday night into Mondays, 6 
p.m. to noon Monday through 
Friday and 6 p.m. to 10 a.m. 
on weekends.

• Traffic may be reduced 
to one lane and westbound 
I-94 between Hasty and 
Clearwater from 7 p.m. to 10 
a.m. Sunday night into Mon-
day, 8 p.m. to 10 a.m. Mon-
day through Friday, 8 p.m. to 
9 a.m. Friday night into Sat-
urday and 5 p.m. to 10 a.m. 
Saturday night into Sunday.

• Traffic may be reduced 
to one lane on westbound 
I-94 between Monticello and 
Hasty from 7 p.m. to 10 a.m. 
Sunday night into Monday, 
6 p.m. to 10 a.m. Monday 
through Friday, 6 p.m. to 8 

a.m. Friday night into Satur-
day and 5 p.m. to 10 a.m. Sat-
urday night into Sunday.

• Once traffic is moved 
into the westbound lanes of 
I-94, the speed limit will be 
60 miles per hours 24 hours a 
day – whether work crews are 
on on-site or not – from Mile 
Marker 181 to 194.

• There will be no ramp 
closures during this process. 
Access ramps will be con-
structed for eastbound traffic 
at Hwy. 8 in Hasty and Hwy. 
25 in Monticello.

• By mid-July there will 
be three lanes of eastbound 
traffic between Clearwater 
and Monticello. By Aug. 13, 
there will be lanes of traffic 
on both sides of I-94.

• For more informa-
tion about project as work 
is taking place during the 
spring and summer, check 
out MnDOT’s web page on 
this project www.DOT.state.
mn.us/i94-mg-clearwater or 
www.511MN.org. 

MnDOT provides update on I-94 construction
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Quality Building Supplies 
at Affordable Prices

Since 1975

BOOK YOUR ORDER!

Call for a FREE estimate
117th Ave., Milaca

(north end of Milaca off Central Ave)

BUILDING
$PECIAL$

320-983-6304 • 1-800-818-1846

LATCHAM-LIND LUMBER &
POST FRAME BUILDINGS

Sports News

Area Chamber News
Membership Meeting

April 20 - Noon
Location TBD

Easter Egg Hunt
April 9 - 3-4:30 pm

Faith Lutheran Church

Business After Hours
April 21 - 5 pm

Ember Coffee Company

Community Fair
April 23 - 10 am - 1 pm
Reduced Booth Prices!

Amity Felton
763-262-2420

Chamber@BeckerChamber.org

Gloria Vande Brake
763-263-7800

Info@BigLakeChamber.com

Glenna Soenneker
320-267-4361

GSoenneker@GMail.com

Membership Meeting
April 14 - 11:30 am

CL Twp. Hall

Annual CVBC Expo
Sun., May 1, 10 am - 1pm @ 

Clearwater Legion 

If you would like more information on any of these events or if you would like 
to become a member of these organizations please reach out to them:

Keller Lake Commons in Big Lake, now an Assisted Living Community 
offering full apartments ranging from 644 to 956 square feet. Cable is 

included in rents for private pay and GRH renters. Accepting EW and CADI. 
For more information please contact Nicole Gilder, Housing Director at 

763-263-2363 or check us out online at www.kellerlakecommons.com

Enlist Soybeans Preseason 
Twine 

Pricing

RR Seed Corn

Alfalfa, Hay & 
Grass Seed, 
Seed Oats

GT SoybeansSeed Corn

$194.00 bag

$129.00 bag $38.90 bag

$50.75 bag

Offer Ends April 30, 2022

order your chicks 
here for best pricing!

Store Hours:
Mon-Fri - 10 am to 6 pm
Sat - 10 am to 4 pm, Sun closed

• New & Off-lease PCs and laptops
• On-site tech support (business or home)
• Computer & laptop repair (PC & Mac)
• Data Recovery
• Upgrades & Virus Removal
• Computer Tune-ups

Sales • Service • Support

320.654.9703
We Create Solutions!

2946 West Division Stree • Behind

Norland® Alfalfa

LOCATED EAST OF ST. CLOUD ON HWY. 23
3355 QUAIL ROAD NE  SAUK RAPIDS, MN 56379

320-252-1682  
TOLL FREE 888-276-3889

WWW.MIMBACHFLEET.COM

We’ve Got the
SEED You NEED 

at Mimbach Fleet Supply

$154.99 50 LB BAG

Horse Pasture Mix
$99.99 25 LB BAG

Hay & Pasture Mix
$189.99 50 LB BAG

We will also have a variety of 
oats & small grains. Call for 

pricing & availability.

HOLIDAY WEEKEND SCHEDULE:
Open Friday, Saturday & Sunday Holiday Weekends!

Memorial Day - May 27, 28 & 29 
4th of July - July 1, 2 & 3 
Labor Day - Sept. 2, 3 & 4

• Gates open for shopping 1/2 hour before sunrise
• FREE admission and parking for visitors

Wright County Swappers Meet
Minnesota’s Largest Seasonal Outdoor Flea Market!

More information at wrightcountyswappersmeet.com
13594 100th St. NW, South Haven 

Kevin & Laurie Miller • 320-274-9005
3 mi. W of Annandale on Hwy. 55, 2 mi. N on CR3, 1/4 mi. E on 100th St NW

NOW 
OPEN!

Dealers! Set up on your trailer or tables - food on site. 
Begin set-up at 12 noon day before the sale 

or prior to 6 am day of sale.

Bar

Tuesday Nights 6:30
$600 in 55 Numbers

Proceeds for St. Lawrence Church
10915 Duelm Rd NE, Foley

License #01080

11025 Duelm
Road NE,

Foley, MN

We have ETABS

DENNIS BLOOM 
612-323-5313  or  batfreemn@yahoo.com

• BAT PROOFING • ATTIC RESTORATION

ON THE WEB AT: WWW.BATFREE.NET

DENNIS BLOOM
218-790-8941 or batfreemn@yahoo.com

By Mark Kolbinger,
Contributing Writer

In just four short years 
as a program, the Becker 
Bulldogs archery program 
is already making a name 
for itself across Minnesota.  
The program is not just ex-
celling in numbers, but also 
in terms of quality, as the 
team has already claimed 
an elementary age state 
championship and a third 
place state finish in the mid-
dle school division.

“We’re only in our 
fourth year, but we are al-
ready the largest team in 
the state,” Program Direc-
tor Scott Brake said. “We 
have 203 participants, as 
well as 35 active coaches 
and over 20 sponsors... we 
just continue to grow as a 
program.”

The program operates 
at three levels, including 
elementary (grades four 
and five), middle (grades 
six-eight) and high school 
(nine-12), and is part of 
the National Archery in the 
Schools Program (NASP). 

Brake says that the 
after school program is 
only allowed to participate 
if the school district has ar-
chery as part of its Physical 
Education program, some-
thing that has been done 
at Becker Middle School 
for the past five years. This 
year, it is being imple-

mented at the Intermediate 
School as well.

“None of this would 
be happening if it wasn’t 
for our great support from 
Becker schools, our admin-
istration and Community 
Education,” Brake added.  

One of the reasons that 
the program is so popular 
is the flexible schedule, 
which allows for students 
to participate in other activ-
ities while still maintaining 
membership in the archery 
program.

“Our practice model al-
lows for maximum flexibil-
ity and that is something the 
kids really enjoy,” Brake 
said.

The school program 
was started five years ago 
as a result of a matching 
grant from the DNR, who 
ultimately oversees the 
state wide after school pro-
gram.

Brake says Becker has 
been successful in hosting 
its own tournament, the 
Becker Meltdown, which 
this year was held March 
fifth and brought over 
740 competitions to town 
for the competition. Two 
weeks later, Becker hosted 
the South Region three 
tournament and again drew 
the same huge number of 
archers.

From there, the Becker 
teams competed in the 
state tournament in Duluth, 

where the elementary team 
won the state title and the 
middle school team fin-
ished in third place. Over 
120 archers from Becker 
competed against 1,400 
archers from across Min-
nesota. Despite the stellar 
competition, the Bulldogs 
showed impressive results.

“We’ve very proud of 
how well our teams com-
peted against the top com-
petition in the state,” Brake 
said. 

Top finishers from 
Becker included Bent-
ley Trautner, who shot a 
283 (out of 300 possible 
points) to capture the state 
championship in the el-
ementary boys category.  
Mason Lumley finished in 
3rd place (274) and Blake 
Koubsky was fourth with 
268 points.

“Taking three of the 
top four places out of 134 
competitors is pretty im-
pressive,” Brake said.

In the girls bracket, 
Mirra Koubsky placed third 
in state (262), while Dru 
Johnson was fifth (255) out 
of 101 competitors.

In the middle school 
category, Ayden Trautner 
(seventh grade) shot a 282 
to place fifth out of 335 
competitors, while the high 
school team posted a 14th 
place finish at state, their 
top showing in team his-
tory.

While the season kicks 
off with registration in Oc-
tober and practices starting 
in November, the compe-
titions are held in mostly 
February and March.  

But Brake stresses that 
it is not to late for kids to 
get started this year, as 
there will be summer op-
portunities offered through 
Community Education.

“We will have some 
classes offered for kids 
who want to participate this 
summer,” Brake said.

The program has 
grown faster than the lead-
ers could have imagined, 
but Brake and the other or-
ganizers already have some 
additional goals in mind for 
the program.

“We would like to 
build an outdoor range for 
the kids and adults to use 
right here in Becker,” Brake 
said, noting that other com-
munities such as Milaca 
have developed their own 
sites in recent years. “We 
want to work with the city 
or the county to establish 
something that the public 
could use right here in our 
community.”

With the numbers con-
tinuing to grow, it’s a likely 
bet the program would keep 
the range busy with archers 
of all ages.

PICTURED IS THE BECKER BULLDOGS ARCHERY TEAM, grades 4-12. (Photo courtesy Lommel Photography.)

Becker Bulldogs archery 
hitting the mark in year 4

By Katherine Cantin,
Staff Writer
Reporter.Katie@PatriotNewsMN.com

The Becker Speech 
team has had a few busy 
weeks, as they competed 
at South St. Paul, Melrose, 
and at the Mississippi Con-
ference Tournament. 

At South St. Paul, sev-
eral individual team mem-
bers had good showings, 
with the following students 
placing at the event: Aus-
tyn C., second in poetry; 
Austyn C. and Alyssa O., 
second in duo; Arleigh P., 
fifth in informative; James 
S., sixth in next-in poetry; 
Alyssa O., honorable men-
tion in creative.

The team was proud 
to take home the first place 
award for small teams at 
the Melrose tournament. 
Individual placements were 

as follows: Austyn C., first 
in next-in poetry; Alyssa 
O., first in next-in creative; 
Austyn C. and Alyssa O., 
sixth in duo; Bryn G., first 
merit in informative; Ar-
leigh P., honorable mention 
in informative; Coby C., 
seventh in creative.

The team then headed 
to the Mississippi Confer-
ence Tournament, where 
they placed fifth in small 
teams overall. Individual 
scores included: Alyssa 
O., second in creative; 
Coby C., fourth in creative; 
Arleigh P., first in infor-
mative; Bryn G., third in 
informative; and Austyn C., 
first in poetry. 

On Friday, the team 
headed to the section tour-
nament. Watch for results 
in an upcoming edition of 
the Patriot. 

THE BECKER SPEECH TEAM headed to their section tournament this weekend. 
(Submitted photo.)

Becker Speech 
Team takes fifth 
at conference

Call us today! 
763.275.0275

Call us today! 763.275.0275



Patriot, Saturday, April 2, 2022 • Page 9

Sports News

Cory Nuest 
Vice President
NMLS 402524
CNuest@CorTrustMortgage.com 
(763) 271-7216

NMLS 458038
ID 405612

Contact Cory for all 
your mortgage needs!

Great rates.Great rates.

Every day.
Local servicing.

$7,500
$11,000

$14,000
$18,000

Northern Lights 2023 Expansion Project
On March 28,2022, Northern Natural Gas (Northern) filed an application with the Federal Energy 

Regulatory Commission (FERC) in Docket No. CP22-138-000 requesting authorization to construct and 
operate (1) a 2.79-mile extension of its 36-inch-diameter Ventura North E-line in Freeborn County, Min-
nesota; (2) a 1.07-mile, 30-inch-diameter loop of its 20-inch-diameter Elk River 1st and 2nd branch lines 
in Washington County, Minnesota; (3) a 1.14-mile extension of its 24-inch-diameter Willmar D branch 
line in Scott County, Minnesota; (4) a 2.48-mile extension of its 8-inch-diameter Princeton tie-over loop 
in Sherburne County, Minnesota; (5) a 2.01-mile 4-inch-diameter loop of its 3-inch-diameter Paynes-
ville branch line in Stearns County, Minnesota; (6) a 0.34-mile extension of its 8-inch-diameter Tomah 
branch line loop in Monroe County, Wisconsin; and (7) aboveground appurtenant facilities consisting 
of a launcher and tie-over valve settings. The project facilities described in the application will enable 
Northern to provide incremental winter firm service of 44,222 dekatherms per day (Dth/day) serving 
residential, commercial and industrial customer market growth in Northern’s Market Area and 6,667 
Dth/day of additional firm service that will allow a local distribution company enhanced reliability and 
flexibility in nominating and scheduling natural gas transportation capacity for electric generation. The 
facilities will be constructed in 2023 in order to meet contractual obligations effective November 1, 2023.

A general location map showing the location of the proposed Princeton tie-over loop extension is 
included with this notice. Northern has contacted, and will continue to contact, landowners regarding 
temporary and permanent easement rights.

Northern owns and operates an interstate natural gas pipeline system and is regulated by FERC. 
Northern must obtain FERC approval to construct and operate the proposed facilities. Northern has 
requested that FERC issue an order approving the proposed project by February 16, 2023, in order for 
construction to be completed and the facilities to be ready for an in-service date of November 1, 2023.

A separate notice regarding Northern’s application will be mailed to affected landowners and stake-
holders involved with the project. You may contact Northern with questions about the project by email 
at NorthernLights2023@nngco.com or by calling a toll-free number (888-367-6671).

A copy of Northern’s application has been mailed to the following libraries: (1) Elk River Public 
Library in Elk River, MN; (2) Wildwood Library in Mahtomedi, MN; (3) Richmond Public Library in 
Richmond, MN; (4) Paynesville Public Library in Paynesville, MN; (5) Sparta Free Library in Sparta, 
WI; (6) Albert Lea Public Library in Albert Lea, MN; and (7) Prior Lake Library in Prior Lake, MN. 
The application also may be obtained through the FERC’s website at http://www.ferc.gov using the 
“eLibrary” link. Enter the docket number excluding the last three digits (CP22-138-000) in the docket 
number field to access the document. User assistance is available at FERCOnlineSupport@ferc.gov or 
toll free at 866-208-3676 (TTY, call 202-502-8659). A pamphlet, An Interstate Natural Gas Facility on 
My Land? What Do I Need To Know?, which provides information for landowners is available on the 
FERC’s website at https://www.ferc.gov/industries-data/natural-gas/landowner-topics-interest. 

Any interested party may participate in the proceeding by making a filing with FERC’s Secretary, 
888 First Street NE, Washington, DC 20426. Additional information regarding FERC’s regulations, 
policies or procedures is available on FERC’s website at http://www.ferc.gov or from FERC’s Office of 
External Affairs at 866-208-3372. 

(Published in the Patriot: 04/02/22; 04/09/22).
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This map is and shall remain the property of Northern Natural Gas Company and is provided to
you for general informational purposes only. It may not be use, distributed or reproduced for
any other purpose without the prior written consent of Northern. This map depicts the approx-
imate location of certain Northern Natural Gas facilities, but should not be used for line locating
purposes. Please call the state one-call toll free number to arrange for the marking of under-
ground facilities at no charge. In case of a natural gas emergency involving Northern's facilities,
dial 911and Northern's Operations Communication Center at 888-367-6671.

Nothern Lights 2023 Expansion Project  Notice

By Mark Kolbinger,
Contributing Writer

The Becker robot-
ics team, FRC 4607 The 
Coalition of Independent 
Students (C.I.S.), recently 
competed in the Great 
Northern Regional (Grand 
Forks, ND) and performed 
well on the field, as well as 
in the other awards compe-
tition.

The team won the 
prestigious Engineering In-
spiration (EI) award and as 
a result, they will be com-
peting against the top teams 
from across the globe at the 
FRC World Champion-
ships, held in Houston from 
April 21-23.

FRC describes the EI 
award as one that, “cele-
brates outstanding success 
in advancing respect and 
appreciation for engineer-
ing within a team’s school 
or organization and com-
munity.”

It not only recognizes 
a robot that was engineered 
to a high level of preci-
sion, but also how the team 
performs when the judges 
come into the pit for in-
terviews. Team members 
need to be able to articu-
late how the students show 
a commitment to science 
and technology education 
among the team, school and 
community.

“Our Chairman’s 
Award Team came in with 
zero experience and didn’t 
start our work until the 
season started,” said Nash 
Super, Chairman’s Team 
Member. “Now with the 
help of our team we walked 
away from GNR with the 
Engineering Inspiration 
award.”

It wasn’t just the 
judge’s awards where 
C.I.S. excelled, but it was 
also on the playing field.  
Becker sported one of the 
top offensive robotics in 
the entire field of compe-
tition, and ended up as the 
captain of the seventh seed 
alliance.  From there, Beck-
er’s scouting team went to 
work and came up with 
great teammates to draft, in 
Team 3293 The Otterbots, 
from Fergus Falls, and team 
8188, from Grand Forks.  
Those teams were ranked 
just 29th and 38th, respec-
tively, coming into the fi-
nals, but Becker had done 
its homework.

“We knew Grand 
Forks could play great de-
fense and the Otterbots 
could climb and had a 
good drive train,” said team 
scout Lucas Broberg.  The 
strategy worked, as Becker 
made it to the finals, where 
they fell in a very close 
string of matches.

“We were the only 
seventh seed in any com-
petition this year to make it 
to the finals,” Coach Alex 
Jurek said.

“This weekend was 
so much fun,” said Emilia 
Hansen, the team’s robot 
operator and marketing 
lead. “I am so proud of 
our team for all of the hard 
work everyone has put in 
and our accomplishments.”

Worlds
Jurek and his team are 

certainly familiar with the 
World Championships, as 
this will be the team’s sixth 
trip, and fifth straight, in 
just 10 years of competi-
tion. COVID-19 forced the 
cancellation of the last two 
season’s championships, 

but the team is itching to 
get to Texas to show what 
the team and robot can do.

“This will be my first 
time going to champs and 
I am excited to see all of 
the other top teams from 
around the world there,” 
said Adam Sura, program-
ming lead for the team.

Team safety captain 
Haiden Berrios is looking 
forward to the many op-
portunities that will pres-
ent themselves for students 
who attend the champion-
ships.  

“I am ecstatic about 
my opportunity to go to 
the World Championships. 
The opportunities I have 
received through this team 
have given me valuable ex-
perience and connections 
that can help me have a 
successful career in the fu-
ture,” Berrios said.

In addition to the 
team’s excellent prog-
ress, Becker also saw one 
of its team leaders recog-
nized as one of the coun-
try’s top robotics students.  
Greg Headley was named 
a Dean’s List Finalist and 
will now compete in Hous-
ton against the top team 
members from all over the 
world. The Dean’s List is 
often compared to the Na-
tional Merit Scholarship 
competition, as it truly rec-
ognizes elite academic and 
leadership skills.

“I am honored to have 
been nominated as a Dean’s 
List semi-finalist and even 
more honored to have been 
selected to compete as a fi-
nalist in Houston during the 
FIRST Championships,” 
Headley said. “I wouldn’t 
have been able to do any 
of this without the sup-
port of our awesome team, 
coaches, and mentors, as 
well as my supportive fam-
ily.”

In Houston, Headley 
will compete for one of ten 
awards that are given an-
nually to the top students 
in the world. The award 
comes with incredible 
scholarship opportunities, 
as many colleges compet-
itively recruit Dean’s List 
winners to their campus.

“The team and myself 
would love to bring home 
some more plaques and 
banners from the champi-
onships, but even getting 
this far has been a huge 
accomplishment for us,” 
Headley added. “We look 
forward to representing 
Becker on a global scale.”

While the trip to Texas 
is an incredible opportunity 
for the team, it also comes 
with an enormous price tag.  
While NASA will be cover-
ing the team’s $5,000 entry 
fee due to the EI award, 
the travel alone will cost 

$20,000.
“We looked into air-

fare, but it’s over $1,000 
per student so we are going 
to travel by bus,” Jurek 
said, noting high fuel prices 
that have resulted in an ex-
pensive 19 hour bus trip.  

With hotel costs, 
transportation and meals, 
it could easily cost each 
student nearly $1,000 to 
participate. Then there 
are the costs of equipment 
and other materials needed 
to compete at the highest 
level.

Jurek and the Becker 
Robotics Booster Club are 
exploring some fundraisers, 
including one with Pizza 
Depot in Becker, but the 
team’s leadership is also 
collecting donations and 
is hopeful that several ad-
ditional sponsors may step 
forward to help offset some 
costs.

“The community has 
always been wonderful 
with their support and we 
appreciate every dollar that 
comes in,” Jurek said. “Our 
sponsors continue to step 
up and we couldn’t do this 
without them.”

While the team under-
stands most fans won’t be 
able to follow the bus to 
Texas, they are hoping that 
the community uses one 
of the many social media 
channels to follow the ac-
tion.  

“I am so exited to be a 
part of such a fantastic team 
and we want our fans to fol-
low our progress by taking 
a look at our Instagram, 
Facebook, and Twitter ac-
counts,” said media lead 
Kayla Meyer. “It is going 
to be a life changing expe-
rience!”

Current team sponsors 
include: Liberty Paper, The 
Lions Foundation, Becker 
Robotics Booster Club, 
Grand Irrigation, Central 
McGowan, Darter Plastics, 
Ultra Machining Company, 
Delta Modtech, Hubbard 
Electric, Sherburne State 
Bank, EMR, Charlie’s 
Sports Bar and Grill, Jurek 
Brothers Construction, 
Minnesota Limited, Para-
digme Engineering, Team-
Vantage Molding, Country 
Lumber, TJ Potter Trucking 
and Lutgen Siding.

BECKER’S GREG HEADLEY was named a Dean’s List Finalist at the Grand Forks 
Regional and will now represent  his team, school and the entire state of Minne-
sota at the FRC World Championships in Houston. The award is the most presti-
gious individual award given by FRC and means that Headley is among the most 
outstanding secondary school students from across the globe. (Submitted photo.)

Robotics qualifies for the 
World Championship

THE BECKER HIGH SCHOOL ROBOTICS TEAM, FRC 4607, has again qualified for the World Championships after winning 
the Engineering Inspiration award at the Grand Forks regional. (Submitted photo.)

Submitted article

(Editor’s Note: The 
following article was sub-
mitted by Central Mis-
sissippi River Regional 
Planning Partnership.)

Join other regional 
leaders for CMRP’s 2022 
Regional Forum on April 6, 
3:30-5:00 pm, at the Pebble 
Creek Golf Club in Becker.

• Learn about the Part-
nership’s history and im-
portant regional efforts in 
the last few years

• See trends and anal-
yses customized for CM-
RP’s two-county region 
– What’s happening with 
new businesses? Popu-
lation changes? Wage 
growth? Graduation rates? 
Broadband access?

• Dig into the informa-
tion and ideas with other 
regional leaders – What 
does it mean and why does 
it matter to each commu-
nity,  organization, and the 
future?

• Meet peers from 

around the region and ex-
plore ways to work together 
for mutual benefit.

This inaugural CMRP 
Regional Forum is spon-
sored by the Partners and 
free of charge. Pre-registra-
tion is required, so secure a 
spot by registering now.

Learn more by visiting 
RegionalPlanningPartner-
ship.org or email questions 
to RegionalPlanningPart-
nership@gmail.com.

 

Register now for the 
CMRP Regional Forum
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13350 1st St, Becker, MN • 763-261-4464
(Next to Becker Furniture World)

M-F 8am - 6pm  •  Sat 8am - 5pm  •  Sun 10am - 3pm
Becker

$380
Lb.

$380
Lb.

$395
Lb.

$400
Lb.

While Supplies Last!

$535
Lb.

GROUND BEEF SPECIAL!

87% Lean
Ground Beef

628 Roosevelt Rd., Suite 101
St. Cloud, MN 56301

320-774-3789

Having eye problems?

Accepting all major insurance including Medicare.

www.eaofcm.com

Looking for answers?
We can help.

Having eye problems?

Looking for answers?
We can help.

Specializing in:
• Cataracts
• Glaucoma
• Dry Eyes

• Diabetic Eye    
   Disease
• Macular  
   Degeneration

• Blurred Vision
• All Other Eye  
   Disorders
• Routine Eye Exams

Dr. Mitchell 
Grossman

By Bill Morgan, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

Matt and Cassandra 
Kuschel have four children 
and what a year their kids 
had in the sport of wres-
tling!

Bryce, their oldest at 
18 years old, recently com-
peted with the Becker Bull-
dog wrestling team at state 
where the team finished 
third with Bryce — wres-
tling as a heavyweight — 
closing out the dual with a 
10-4 decision over his Wa-
tertown-Mayer opponenet. 
Bryce was also an entrant in 
the individual tournament 
and finished 1-2.

The weekend of March  
18-20, the Kuschels trav-
eled to Rochester to have 
their three youngest wres-
tlers compete in the MN/
USA State Wrestling 
Championship. Eleven hun-
dred athletes from across 
the state of Minnesota de-
scended upon Rochester for 
a chance at a state title.

All three Kuschel kids 
took the top prize in their 
category!

Brielle, the Kuschels’ 
youngest child at 10 years 
old has been wrestling for 
about two years and is in 
the fourth grade. She cap-
tured first place  in the 10u 
girls division.

Blayne, 11 years old 
and has been wrestling for 
approximately seven years, 
took first place in the 12u, 
108-lb. division. He is in 
the sixth grade.

Boston, 13 years old 
and has been wrestling for 
nine years, also took first 
place in the 14u, 92-lb. di-
vision. He is in the seventh 
grade.

What a year!
Matt Kuschel is one of 

the coaches on the Becker 
youth wrestling team and 
is also the President of the 
Becker Wrestling Booster 
club. He oversees all fund-
raising and youth wrestling 
for the Becker wrestling 
program from K-12th 
grade.

“My wife, Cassandra 
and I are extremely proud 
of Brielle, Blayne and Bos-
ton,” Matt said. “They have 
put in so many hours of 
practice and competition, 
and they are reaping the re-
wards from it.”

Matt says he had 115 
K-6th grade youth wrestlers 
in their program this year, 
which is the most they have 
ever had. The previous high 
was 83.

In the youth wrestling 
program, wrestlers compete 
at qualifying tournaments 
around the state from No-
vember until March. If they 
do well enough, they can 
make it to a regional tour-
nament where they can try 
to advance to the state tour-
nament. The state tourna-
ment ends up being the top 
16 kids at a certain age and 
weight class from around 
the state.

After the Kuschel kids’ 
state performances, all 
three of them were selected 
to represent Team Minne-
sota at the Heartland youth 

duals in Council Bluffs 
Iowa at the end of April. 

“There will be all-star 
teams from multiple states 
around the country,” said 
Matt. “Brielle will be on the 
Minnesota all-girls team, 
Blayne will be on the K-6 
elementary boys’ team, and 
Boston will be wrestling on 
Minnesota’s middle school 
boys’ team.”

A youth team from 
Becker will be also be 
competing at a team state 
tournament this coming 
weekend (check back next 
week for results).

BRIELLE KUSCHEL TOOK first place  in the 10u girls division. (Submitted Pho-
tos).

Kuschel kids all 
take 1st place!

BLAYNE KUSCHEL TOOK first place in the 12u, 108-lb. division.

BOSTON KUSCHEL TOOK first place in the 14u, 92-lb. division.

The Frozen Four
It’s that time of year 

again, the Frozen Four is 
just over a week away and 
I hate to say it but my two 
favorite teams lost out in 
the first round of the re-
gionals. My alma mater, 
the University of North 
Dakota was the first to fall 
when they lost in overtime 
to Notre Dame. It was a 
crushing blow when after 
having a goal overturned so 
North Dakota could remain 
alive and head to overtime, 
Notre Dame scored almost 
immediately to send them 
back home. 

My second favor-
ite team, St. Cloud State, 
played the following night 
and looked to have a bit 
more success until Quinnip-
iac scored two quick goals 
at the beginning of the third 
period to have a 5-3 lead. 
St. Cloud wouldn’t give 
up however and fought 
admirably to the end but it 
wasn’t their year and they 
too had to pack up their 
things to head home. 

Thankfully I can say 
Minnesota State Mankato 
is still in it, unfortunately 
they’ll have to face fellow 
Minnesota college, the 
University of Minnesota, 
in the first round of the 
Frozen Four. I understand 
they base these things on 
seeding but did we really 
need to have the two Min-
nesota based teams face 
each other? Couldn’t there 
have been a possibility of 
an all-Minnesota Champi-
onship? I guess that’s not 
as fun for non-Minnesotans 
but it would’ve been pretty 
cool. 

However, this year’s 
Frozen Four is still pretty 
neat in the fact that it has 
three former Western Col-

legiate Hockey Associate 
(WCHA) teams in it, the 
oddball being Michigan. 
Now for those of you won-
dering what I mean by for-
mer WCHA teams, back 
when I was growing up 
the WCHA was basically 
a combination of teams 
from the National Colle-
giate Hockey Conference 
(NCHC), the Big Ten, and 
the WCHA itself. Teams 
like North Dakota, Uni-
versity of Minnesota, Wis-
consin, St. Cloud State, 
Colorado College, Michi-
gan Tech, Minnesota State 
Mankato, heck even Alaska 
had teams in the confer-
ence. 

It was easily one of the 
strongest Division I hockey 
conferences around if not 
the best and of course I’m 
biased but there were some 
good hockey teams and it 
was extremely competitive. 
However, as time went on 
things had to change and 
teams left or were forced 
to move on to other confer-
ences and the WCHA dis-
banded.  

The NCHC is becom-
ing like the WCHA was but 
it’s still not the same. I re-
ally miss when those teams 
would play each other so 
it’s pretty neat to see three 

former teams from that con-
ference still make it to the 
Frozen Four. Hopefully one 
of them can take the tro-
phy home. Personally, I’m 
cheering for Mankato now, 
I mean I have a number of 
good reasons. They’re a 
great team, my mom and 
boss at my day job both 
went to college there, plus 
they’re the color purple 
which is the same as my 
high school, had to add that 
fun fact in there. 

In all seriousness, it 
would be pretty cool to see 
Mankato bring home their 
first ever NCAA Champi-
onship and join the ranks 
of the other former WCHA 
members. Regardless of 
who wins it should be some 
fun hockey to watch as 
these teams have been play-
ing really strong hockey as 
of late. Michigan is one I 
would keep my eye on as 
they have the number one 
overall first round draft pick 
for the NHL, Owen Power. 
However, don’t count out 
Mankato, they’ve had a 
very competitive team the 
last few years as well as a 
very competent goaltender. 

Denver and the Uni-
versity of Minnesota are 
always factors and could 
be surprises as well. I’m 
really hoping not because 
they are my least favorite 
teams for no reason other 
than I grew up a fan of all 
the other teams instead, but 
I still highly respect the 
talent they have and if it 
comes down to it, I’d cheer 
on a Minnesota team before 
Michigan. I can’t wait to 
watch these games unfold 
and hope to see Minnesota 
State Mankato bring home 
the trophy. 

By Mariah Stark
Contributing Writer

Funeral Services 763.275.0275
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Classifieds

OAK PARK
CREAMERY

See us for all your feed 
needs. Hubbard, Heims, 
Purina & Oak Park brand 
feeds. Crystalyx tubs. We 
specialize in small orders 
of custom made feed. RR 
Corn $194.00/Bag. EN-
LIST E3 Soybeans $50.00/
Bag.

OAK PARK CREAMERY
16623 Ironwood Rd NE

Oak Park, MN
320-968-7864

Farm Supplies

NOTICE: Outdoor Furnace, 
Parts and Supplies, High 
demand and limited avail-
ability. Plan and look ahead. 
Reserve now to have one 
for this summer or fall instal-
lation. We feature Central 
Boiler furnaces and products 
for complete installation. We 
have Financing available, 
26% Tax Credit available on 
some models. Reserve today  
Class-Act Outdoor Furnace 
763-972-6255                              
________________________

Outdoor Furnaces

AUCTIONS
WRIGHTZ AUCTION CO. 
SPORT & REC CONSIGN-
MENT SALE, May 7, 2022, 9:00 
a.m. 641-398-2218. Hwy. 218, 
Floyd, IA, www.wrightzauctionco.
com (mcn)
AUTOMOBILES
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK 
TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. 
Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax Deduct-
ible, Free Towing, All Paperwork 
Taken Care Of. CALL 1-855-977-
7030 (mcn)
DONATE YOUR CAR TO 
CHARITY. Receive maximum 
value of write off for your taxes. 
Running or not! All conditions ac-
cepted. Free pickup. Call for details. 
855-752-6680 (mcn)
CABLE/INTERNET
DIRECTV for $79.99/mo for 12 
months with CHOICE Package. 
Watch your favorite live sports, 
news & entertainment anywhere. 
First 3 months of HBO Max, Cin-
emax, Showtime, Starz and Epix 
included! Directv is #1 in Customer 
Satisfaction (JD Power & Assoc.) 
Some restrictions apply. Call 1-866-
296-1409 (mcn)
Earthlink High Speed Internet. 
As Low As $49.95/month (for 
the first 3 months.) Reliable High 
Speed Fiber Optic Technology.
Stream Videos, Music and More! 
Call Earthlink Today 1-855-679-
7096. (mcn)
DISH Network. $64.99 for 190 
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet, 
$19.99/mo. (where available.) 
Switch & Get a FREE $100 Visa 
Gift Card. FREE Voice Remote. 
FREE HD DVR. FREE Streaming 
on ALL Devices. Call today! 1-855-
434-0020 (mcn)
BEST SATELLITE TV with 2 
Year Price Guarantee! $59.99/mo 
with 190 channels and 3 months 
free premium movie channels! Free 
next day installation! Call 855-824-
1258. (mcn)
DirecTV Satellite TV Service 
Starting at $74.99/month! Free In-
stallation! 160+ channels available. 
Call Now to Get the Most Sports 
& Entertainment on TV! 844-558-
1767 (mcn)
EDUCATION
COMPUTER & IT TRAINING 
PROGRAM! Train ONLINE to get 
the skills to become a Computer 
& Help Desk Professional now! 
Grants and Scholarships available 
for certain programs for qualified 
applicants. Call CTI for details! 
1-844-843-2771 (mcn)
TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MED-
ICAL BILLING! Become a Med-
ical Office Professional online at 
CTI! Get Trained, Certified & ready 
to work in months! Call 833-751-
0776. (M-F 8am-6pm ET) (mcn)
E M P L O Y M E N T / H E L P 
WANTED
The Newton News, in Newton, 
Iowa has a full-time opening for a 
Multimedia Sales Account Exec-
utive. This is an exciting opportu-
nity with an established growing 
company. For more information go 
to www.shawmedia.com/careers 
(mcn)
FINANCIAL
STOP worrying! SilverBills elim-
inates the stress and hassle of bill 
payments. All household bills guar-
anteed to be paid on time, as long 

as appropriate funds are available. 
Computer not necessary. Call for a 
FREE trial or a custom quote today. 
SilverBills 1-866-918-0981(mcn)
The COVID crisis has cost us all 
something. Many have lost jobs 
and financial security. Have $10K In 
Debt? Credit Cards. Medical Bills. 
Car Loans. Call NATIONAL DEBT 
RELIEF! We can help! Get a FREE 
debt relief quote: Call 1-866-552-
0649.(mcn)
FOR SALE
LEFSE & GOODIE BALLS FOR 
EASTER? Yah-You Betcha! Lefse-
3/$3. 13/$12. Goodie Balls $12/
doz. Call or Text 218-791-1713. 
Delivery to some locations. Shir-
ley’s Open Larder, LaCrescent, MN 
(mcn)
HEALTH & MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator 
May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mobil-
ity with the compact design and 
long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 844-716-
2411.(mcn)
50 Blue Pills for only $99.00! Plus 
S&H. Discreet, Save $500.00 Now! 
Call Today. 1-855-917-5790 (mcn)
DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 350 plus 
procedures. Real dental insurance- 
NOT just a discount plan. Do not 
wait! Call now! Get your FREE 
Dental Information Kit with all 
the details! 1-855-973-9175 www.
dental50plus.com/https://www.
dental50plus.com/midwest #6258 
(mcn)
Aloe Care Health, medical alert 
system. The most advanced med-
ical alert product on the market. 
Voice-activated! No wi-fi needed! 
Special offer! Call and mention 
offer code CARE20 to get $20 off 
Mobile Companion. Call today! 
1-855-654-1926. (mcn)
Hero takes the stress out of man-
aging medications. Hero sorts and 
dispenses meds, sends alerts at dose 
times and handles prescription re-
fill and delivery for you. Starting 
at $24.99/month. No initiation fee. 
90-day risk-FREE trial! Call 1-855-
484-6339.(mcn)
INCOME OPPORTUNITIES
Become a published author! Pub-
lications sold at all major secular 
& specialty Christian bookstores. 
CALL Christian Faith Publishing 
for your FREE author submission 
kit. 1-888-981-5761 (mcn)
MISCELLANEOUS
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced de-
bris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 15% off Entire Pur-
chase. 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-855-577-1268. 
Promo Code 285. (mcn)
Wesley Financial Group, LLC 
Timeshare Cancellation Experts. 
Over $50,000,000 in timeshare debt 
and fees cancelled in 2019. Get free 
informational package and learn 
how to get rid of your timeshare! 
Free consultations. Over 450 pos-
itive reviews. Call 877-326-1608. 
(mcn)
Looking for assisted living, mem-
ory care, or independent living? 
A Place for Mom simplifies the 
process of finding senior living at 
no cost to your family. Call 1-877-

580-3710 today! (mcn)
The Generac PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery storage system. 
SAVE money, reduce your reliance 
on the grid, prepare for power out-
ages and power your home. Full 
installation services available. $0 
Down Financing Option. Request a 
FREE, no obligation, quote today. 
Call 1-877-381-3059. (mcn)
LONG DISTANCE MOVING: 
Call today for a FREE QUOTE 
from America’s Most Trusted Inter-
state Movers. Let us take the stress 
out of moving! Speak to a Reloca-
tion Specialist, call 877-327-0795. 
(mcn)
FREE AUTO INSURANCE 
QUOTES for uninsured and in-
sured drivers. Let us show you how 
much you can save! Call 855-995-
2382 (mcn)
NEED NEW FLOORING? Call 
Empire Today® to schedule a 
FREE in-home estimate on Carpet-
ing & Flooring. Call Today! 844-
785-0305 (mcn)
UPDATE YOUR HOME with 
Beautiful New Blinds & Shades. 
FREE in-home estimates make 
it convenient to shop from home. 
Professional installation. Top qual-
ity - Made in the USA. Call for free 
consultation: 866-970-3073. Ask 
about our specials! (mcn)
BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. 
EASY, ONE DAY updates! We 
specialize in safe bathing. Grab 
bars, no slip flooring & seated 
showers. Call for a free in-home 
consultation: 855-836-2250. (mcn)
Never clean your gutters again! 
Affordable, professionally installed 
gutter guards protect your gutters 
and home from debris and leaves 
forever! For a FREE Quote call: 
877-761-1449 (mcn)
Prepare for power outages today 
with a GENERAC home standby 
generator. $0 Money Down + Low 
Monthly Payment Options. Request 
a FREE Quote. Call now before the 
next power outage: 1-877-228-5789 
(mcn)
PETS/PUPPIES FOR SALE
FLUFFY AKC COCKER SPAN-
IEL PUPS. Shots/Vet Checked. 
Super Sale Priced. 920-563-3410. 
Pennylanecockerspaniel.com Lic. 
#268588. (mcn)
RV/CAMPERS
Campers / Fifth Wheels / Desti-
nations / Park Models. 7th Annual 
Open House and RV Show. April 
18-24, M-F 8-6; Sat 8-5; Sun 8-2. 
Indoor heated showroom. Register 
for great door prizes! $500 discount 
on any unit purchased during the 
show with this ad. Quietwood RV, 
1710 Hwy 14 W. Janeseville WI, 
608-757-2700(mcn)
WANT TO BUY
PAYING TOP CA$H FOR 
MEN’S SPORT WATCHES! 
Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek 
Philippe, Heuer, Daytona, GMT, 
Submariner, Speedmaster.. Call: 
866-314-9742. (mcn)
TOP CA$H PAID FOR OLD 
GUITARS! 1920-1980 Gibson, 
Martin, Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone, 
Guild, Mosrite, Rickenbacker, Prai-
rie State, D’Angelico, Stromberg. 
And Gibson Mandolins / Banjos. 
866-470-1643. (mcn)

DESKTOPS AND LAPTOP 
REPAIR. On-site or drop off. 
Computer cleanup - upgrades. 
Big Lake, 763-263-7070.
________________________

Computers

FREE
ADULT BASIC ED & GED

CLASSES
GED Test Preparation

It’s never too late to learn!

Call Community Ed for more 
information 763-261-4506

Tuesdays from 6-8:30 PM
Becker High School Library

(Enter Door #11)
No need to Pre-Register,

 just come to class!

Adult Basic Ed. Minnesota Newspaper Association Classifieds

MURPHY
CHEVROLET

New & Used Cars & Trucks
(320) 968-6239

www.murphychevrolet.com

Automotive

220 USED CARS to choose 
from. We also BUY used cars. 
Guaranteed Approval! Brandl 
Auto Connection, 559 Hwy 10, 
St. Cloud (next to the red barn 
Dairy Queen). 320-229-1900. 
Apply online at: 
www.BrandlAutoConnection.com
________________________

Used Cars

Young @ Heart

3rd Thurs. Each MonTh, 
11:30 Lunch and PrograM
rEjoicE LuThEran church 

cLEarwaTEr, Mn

Seniors

Game Time

April - Sherburne County - Health & Human Services - Classes are as follows:
Car Seat Distribution Classes: Wednesday, April 6, 2022, 9:30-11am, and Monday, April 25, 2022 9:30-11am at 
the Sherburne County Government Center, 13880 Business Center Drive NW, Elk River.  If eligible, residents of 
Sherburne County can receive a car seat for a $20 suggested donation. Call to find out income guidelines (families 
who are on WIC or children on medical assistance are automatically eligible). Call to register or more information, 
763-765-4111 or 1-800-433-5239.
First Steps Central MN Personal Nurses: Benton, Sherburne, Stearns, and Wright County have a team of 
Personal Nurses who connect with families that are pregnant or recently had a baby. Our Nurses offer support 
and information to be the best parent you can be, have a safe, loving home for you and your baby, connect to 
resources in your community to get things needed for your baby, and find ways to continue your education and 
develop job skills. The program is at no cost to you. Call 763-276-0441 or visit www.firststepscentralmn.org for 
more information.
HIV testing: Free and confidential testing is available by appointment at: Sherburne County Health and Human 
Services, 13880 Business Center Drive, Elk River, MN 55330. Contact our HIV tester at 763-765-4000.
Immunization/ Covid-19 Vaccine Tuesdays: Sherburne County Public Health is offering free COVID-19 Vac-
cine, and offering free or low-cost immunizations for children 18 years of age or younger and uninsured or under-
insured adults 19 years and older in Minnesota who meet eligibility guidelines on Tuesdays from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.  
Call for an appointment or more information, 763-765-4000 or 1-800-433-5239.
Outreach in St. Cloud: The Sherburne County Wellness bus will be at Salem Lutheran Church in St. Cloud on the 
2nd and 4th Wednesday of every month from 9:30-3pm.  HHS staff will answer questions about public assistance 
programs and assist Sherburne County residents in applying for, or maintaining, benefits.  Need Help with Food, 
Child Care, Medical Assistance, Housing, Utility Disconnects, Evictions?  Walk ins welcome!
WIC (Women, Infants & Children): is for women who are pregnant, breastfeeding, recently had a baby, 
infants and children to their 5th birthday.  WIC provides nutrition education, breastfeeding support, healthy 
foods and referrals to health services/community resources. The service is free, and you or your children may 
be eligible.  For more information, please call 763-765-4116 or 1-800-433-5239, or check out the website 
http://www.co.sherburne.mn.us/hhs/wic.php.  The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits 
discrimination in the administration of its programs. WIC is an equal opportunity provider.
*Drop-in Childcare: Need someone to watch your children while you renew your driver’s license, attend a 
court hearing, apply for a passport, or conduct other business at the Sherburne County Government Center? Free 
childcare is now available for children ages 6 weeks -12 years.  2.5-hour time limit.  Hours of operation are Mon-
day – Thursday 9am – 3:30pm and Friday 9am – noon.  Parent/caregiver will be provided with a pager and must 
remain on premises.  Guidelines and capacity limits apply.

 

Spring Clean Up - Get outside 
and work with other volun-
teers on spring yard clean up 
for older adults or those with 
physical limitations. Short 
term commitment and sched-
uled in locations convenient 
to you.
 
Nature Store Volunteer - 
Help support wildlife conser-
vation through serving in the 
retail store.  Learn and help 
educate others about the Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge and US 
Fish and Wildlife Service as a 
member while serving as a part 
of a great team.
 
Service & Social Event - 
Becker
Participate in a fun service 
project packaging activity 
kits which bring sunshine and 
support to pediatric patients 
and their families. This one-
time commitment of 2-3 hours 
during National Volunteer 
Week includes free refresh-
ments and a built-in sense of 
purpose. Space is limited, get 
on the list today!

If you are interested in 
volunteering in these 

or other opportunities, please 
contact Carole: 

AmeriCorps Seniors RSVP 
763-765-3036  

rsvp@ci.stcloud.mn.us 
www.ci.stcloud.mn.us/rsvp

   

 
 
  

 
   
   
  
  

Becker Area Senior Center 
(BASC) Upcoming Events

BASC at Becker 
Community Center (BCC)

Mon., Apr. 4: Open All Day; 
5am-Coffee’s on  
Tues., Apr. 5: 5am-Coffee, 
Conversation and/or join in a 
card game
Wed., Apr. 6: Open All Day; 
5am-Coffee’s on; 6-8pm-Yarn 
Works, all ages-sit & stitch
Thurs., Apr. 7: 9am-Coffee, 
Conversation, Cards; 11am-Play 
Upwards & Scrabble
Fri., Apr. 8: BCC Open all Day; 
5am-Coffee’s On; 11:30am-Luch 
on the Run in Becker: Pizza 
Depot

Becker Community Center: 
763-200-4271

BASC Coordinator: Carol 
Brunn

Blood Pressure available when-
ever BASC is open  

Send activity/class opportuni-
ties to: basc.becker@gmail.com

 
 This Week’s  

Calendar Events:
Sun. - Apr. 3, 2022:
•  Inauguration of Pony Express, 
1860
•  National Library Week (4/3-
4/9)
Mon. - Apr. 4, 2022:
•  BHS:No School-Spring 
Break
•  Internaional Pooper Scooper 
Awareness Week (4/4-4/10)
•  National Public Health Week 
(4/4-4/10)
•  Testicular Cancer Awareness 
Week (4/4-4/10)
•  The Masters Tournament (4/4-
4/10)    
Tues. - Apr. 5, 2022:
•  National Deep Dish Pizza Day         
Wed. - Apr. 6, 2022:
•  National Student Athlete Day
•  Drowsy Driver Awareness Day
•  First Tony Awards Presented: 
Anniversary, 1947              
Thurs. - Apr. 7, 2022:
•  World Health Day
•  National Beer Day
• National Alcohol Screening Day
•  National Coffee Cake Day
• NCAA Division I Men’s Hoc-
key Championship (Frozen four)
•  National Walking Day          
Fri. - Apr. 8, 2022:
•  Ford, Betty Birth: Anniversary, 
1918
•  National Dog Fighting Aware-
ness Day    
Sat., Apr. 9, 2022:
•  National Unicorn Day
•  International ASMR Day
•  Moon Phase: First Quarter
• National Former Prisoner of 
War Recognition Day

(Becker Schools=BS 
Becker High School=BHS   

Becker Middle School=BMS  
Becker Intermediate School=BIS 

 Early Childhood Family  
Education=ECFE

Big Lake School=BLS 
Clearview School=CVS)

 
Big Lake Senior Center

The Big Lake Senior Club meets Tues., 1-4pm, Big Lake City 
Hall, 160 Lake St. North. 

We would love to have you join us for card games, refreshments  
& conversation. 

For More Information Call: 
(763) 309-1010 and/or (763) 207-8703

PUZZLE to Page 4B

                                     Week of April 3, 2022             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

MISCELLANEOUS

SAVE MONEY!
Call your local newspaper 

or MNA 800-279-2979
to  nd out how you can save 

money by placing your 
advertisement here!

WANTED TO BUY

MISCELLANEOUSEMPLOYMENT

SEED/FEED/GRAINS

KMS PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
has an Elementary teaching position avail-
able August 2022. Quali cations: Minne-
sota Elementary Education School licen-
sure. Attach letter of interest, resume, three 
letters of recommendation, transcripts and 
license. Apply at: www.kms.k12.mn.us

WANTED: 
ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES 

Running or not. Titled or not. Cash 
in exchange. Sell now while prices 
are high! Call Dan at 612/720-2142

SOYBEAN WHITE MOLD 
have you worried this year? We 
want to help with a winning strat-
egy for 2022. Call Heads Up 
Plant Protectants 866/368-9306

THE GENERAC PWRCELL 
A solar plus battery storage system. Save 
money, reduce your reliance on the grid, 
prepare for power outages and power your 
home. Full installation services available. $0 
down  nancing option. Request a free, no 
obligation quote today. Call 888/913-5895 

LOOKING FOR ASSISTED LIVING
memory care, or independent living? 
A Place for Mom simpli es the pro-
cess of  nding senior living at no cost to 
your family. Call 888/715-1720  today!

DISH NETWORK $64.99 
for 190 Channels! Blazing fast inter-
net, $19.99/mo. (where available.) 
Switch & get a FREE $100 Visa gift 
card. FREE voice remote. FREE 
HD DVR. FREE streaming on ALL 
devices. Call today! 855/562-4309

MOBILEHELP
America’s premier mobile medi-
cal alert system. Whether you’re 
home or away. For safety and peace 
of mind. No long term contracts! Free 
brochure! Call today! 877/629-2287

DONATE YOUR CAR 
truck or boat to Heritage For The 
Blind. Free 3-day vacation, tax de-
ductible, free towing, all paper-
work taken care of 844/220-9501 
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Becker - Organizations
Becker American Legion 

Auxiliary
The auxiliary meets the sec-

ond Tues. of the month at 7pm.. 
For info please contact Paula 
Hinds (President) at (763) 262-
6679 or see John Riebel or Nellie 
Simpson at Becker True Value.

Becker American Legion 
Post 193

Becker Legion meets the sec-
ond Tues. of every month at 7pm 
at Becker Legion (old fire hall.)

Becker AA Meeting
Becker Group of Alcohol-

ics Anonymous meets Thurs., 
8pm at Mary of the Visita-
tion, 12100 Sherburne Ave, 
Becker. For information, call/
text (320) 247-4732 or email  
beckeraagroupmn@gmail.com

Becker Boy Scout Pack 92  
Cardboard, Paper & 

Aluminum
Bring your aluminum cans 

to the trailer located near Becker 
True Value. Paper & cardboard 
recycling location is at the Becker 
Community Center, please re-
member to flatten the cardboard & 
absolutely no garbage on the first 
Sat. of every month. There will 
be a Scout there to help unload  
between 9am-12pm. Thanks for 
your support!
Becker Evangelical Ministries

Every Wed., 6-7:30pm at 
Becker Middle School. GYM 45 
- growing young men. HIS KIDZ 
- K-3rd grade. G.I.R.L.S. GROUP 
- 4th & 5th grade girls. 

Becker Free Church (763) 
261-4125 or register online at  
W W W . B E C K E R -
F R E E C H U R C H .
O R G  ( u n d e r  Y o u t h  
Connection click “Event Regis-
tration”).

Becker Food Shelf 
Open Tues., 9-11am & 

Thurs. 4-6pm. The food shelf is  
located 12060 Sherburne Ave. in 
City Hall. (763) 261-4612.
Becker Hearts & Hands Quilt 

Guild
Meet 2nd Mon. of month 

at 7pm. Becker Baptist Church.  

Contact Elizabeth Steckelberg 
(320) 259-9542.

Becker Lions Club
Meetings are held the sec-

ond Mon. each month at 7pm at 
Becker City Park. Dale Seavert 
(320) 290-5342.
Becker Lions Collecting Items 

to Recycle
The Becker Lions are 

collecting used eyeglasses 
(no cases please) and hearing 
aids.  Collection buckets are  
located at the Becker Commu-
nity Center, Insight Eye Care and 
Becker Food Pride.  We are no 
longer collecting used cell phones 
or printer cartridges.  If you have 
any questions please contact Lion 
Dale Seavert at (320) 290-5342 
(phone or text) or by email at dj-
seavert@gmail.com.

Becker Sons of the American 
Legion Squadron 193

Meets the third Tues. of 
each month at 7 pm at Becker  
Legion (old fire hall). Look-
ing for new members.  
Commander John Fischbach 
(320) 249-0579.

Becker Beyond the Yellow 
Ribbon Meeting

The monthly meetings are 
held 6 pm the third Thurs. of the 
month at Becker City Hall. (320) 
980-2752 or see the state website at  
www.beyondtheyellow ribbon.
org.

Compassion Connection
A 501(c)(3) communi-

ty-based non-profit. We partner 
with local & private child wel-
fare agencies. We fulfill emer-
gency requests to expedite safe 
placement of babies & children 
& assist aged-out youth as they 
transition.

At our Resource Closet, 
we are committed to helping not 
only the foster community but 
families in need making the most 
items in our Resource Closet 
available to all. We host regular 
events eo encourage awareness 
& motivate community partici-
pation in support of our most vul-
nerable children. For more info:  
www.theccompassionconnec-
tionmn.com. 

Dementia Support Group
The fourth Wed. of each 

month at 10-11am, Room 19 
at Becker Community Cen-
ter, 11500 Sherburne Ave. No 
cost to join. Tami Kolbinger 
at (612) 590-2449 or email  
tjkolbinger@ gmail.com.

Great River Faith in Action
If you are a senior, age 

60 & above, family caregiver 
or an individal in need of ser-
vices, Great River Faith in 
Action can provide volunteer 
transportation, chore services &  
grocery shopping assistance, as 
well as caregiver groups. Call 
(763) 263-4277.

Snake River Free Mission 
Church 

Hymn sings are held every 
other month on the second Sun. 
at 4:30pm. Check Snake River 
Church FaceBook page for up-
dates. 5 mi. N of Hwy 10 on CR 
11, 1.5 mi. E n CR4 & then L 
on 180th Ave (8940 180th Ave), 
Becker. Mary (612) 219-8648. 

Sherburne National Wildlife 
Refuge

The Refuge is open to 
vistors year-round during the 
daylight hours. The Refuge is 
located at 17076 293rd Ave,  
Zimmerman. Call (763) 389-3323 
or sherburne@fws.gov

Big Lake - Organizations
Big  Lake Ambassador
“Empowering young ladies 

of Big Lake to be women of  
tomorrow through Community 
Service. To promote leadership,  
professional development & per-
sonal growth with an opportunity 
to earn an educational scholar-
ship. Core Values - Honesty,  
Respect, Loyalty & commit-
ment.” Information about 
 program email: biglakeambassa-
dors@gmail.com or biglakejunio-
rambassadors@gmail.com.

Big Lake American Legion 
Post #147

Meets the first Thurs. of 
the month @ 7 pm. Community 
Room by the Big Lake Police 
Station, 790 Minnesota Ave, 
Big Lake 55309. Please contact 

Commander Paul Seefeld (612) 
801-7731. 
Big Lake OPEN AA Meetings

Mon., 7pm at the Church 
of Mary of the Visitation  
Catholic Church, Big Lake. 
Big Book Study, Handicap  
Accessible. Questions? Contact: 
Rob, (763) 218-5328.

Big Lake Al-Anon
Meetings held Mon., 7pm at 

Mary of the Visitation Catholic 
Church - Big Lake Annex, “lawn 
chairs outdoors when weather  
permits.”

Newcomers encouraged - 
we are a very welcoming group!  
Laurie (763) 218-5330.
The Big Lake American Legion 

Auxiliary 
Meets the first Tues. Mar.-

Dec.  at 6:30pm. in the Senior Cit-
izen Center at Big Lake City Hall. 
Please contact Kathy at (763) 263-
6093 for information.

Big Lake / Becker Mops
Mother’s of preschool-

ers Group meets the second & 
fourth Wed. of the month (Sept.-
May) at Becker Baptist Church, 
9-11:30am.

Big Lake Beyond the Yellow 
Ribbon

The Big Lake Beyond the 
Yellow Ribbon meets at 6:30pm 
on the third Mon., of each month 
in the Community Room adjacent 
to the Big Lake Police Dept. & the 
Big Lake Library.

Big Lake Bicycle Advisory 
Committee

Meets second Tues. of each 
month at 11am. Meetings via 
Zoom due to COVID. Contact 
Recreation & Communication Co-
ordinator Corrie Scott at cscott@
biglakemn.org or 612-297-6331 
for meeting links or questions 
on the Committee Website: 
https://www.biglakemn.org/443/ 
Big-Lake-Bicycle-Advisory-Com-
mittee.

Big Lake Community Food 
Shelf 

The Big Lake Community 
Food Shelf hours of service are 
Mon. & Thurs. 5:30-7:30pm & 
Wed. 9-11am. We also serve cli-

ents every “Freebie Friday” from 
11:30am-12:30pm., providing 
produce, dairy, & bakery goods. 
Our new, “Pop-up Pantry”, from 
11:30am-12:30pm every Tues.To 
volunteer call (763) 263-2432 or 
www.blcfs.org.

 Big Lake Day of Prayer
Big Lake meets year round 

the first Wed. of the month, at 
7am for a prayer breakfast at Big 
Lake High School flagpole.

The Big Lake Lions 
Looking for commu-

nity minded people to join our  
organization. If interested 
in getting involved with our  
organization, please contact any 
Lion member or send a note to 
P.O. Box 128, Big Lake, MN 
55309 or (763) 263-2218.

LC of Big Lake Lioness
If you are interested in learn-

ing more about the LC of Big 
Lake Lioness you can catch us on 
FB: www.facebook.com/BigLak-
eMnLionessClub, or attend any 
meeting held the second Mon. of 
the month at the Lions Park on 
CR5. social starts 6:30pm, meet-
ing 7pm. All are welcome to at-
tend to learn more about the club. 
Big Lake Narcotics Anonymous 

Meetings
Big Lake Living Clean 

NA meeting Sun., 7pm,  
Bridgeview Assembly of God 
Church, 20500 Co. Rd. 11, Big 
Lake, MN, (763) 482-1695.

Big Lake Women of Today
Hold a monthly gen-

eral meeting at Senior  
Activity Center located in the Big 
Lake City Office Building on the 
3rd Thurs. of the month @ 7pm.  
Contact Natalie @ (612) 518-
3504 or find us at FaceBook or  
www.biglakewomenoftoday.webs.
com.
God’s Grub Community Meal

Second Sun. of every 
month, 4:30-6:30 pm. Saron  
Lutheran, Big Lake, 311 Lake 
Street South. Served curbside, 
ready to go.

Living with Parkinson’s 
Under The Age of 60

We meet the third Tuesday 

of each month from 6:30-8pm at 
Saron Lutheran Church, 311 Lake 
Street So., Big Lake, MN 55309.  

Any questions, please 
call Camille Johnson at  
(763) 350-7401.

Moms in Prayer
Meets weekly to pray for 

their children & the school they  
a t t e n d .  I n f o r m a t i o n : 
w w w . m o m s i n p r a y e r . o r g  
o r  C o l e n e  S t e n -
berg (763) 263-6809 or  
stenbergjc@outlook.com

Upcoming Becker Events
Yarn Works

A first gathering on Wed., 
Apr. 6. 6-8pm. for knitters, cro-
cheters, embroiderers & others 
who do hand needlework. This 
first get-together, will be to ex-
plore interest in having a social 
space & time to gather & work on 
individual projects. This would 
be similar to the “Knit Night” 
that met at Cafe Pawz, until 
they closed. We will meet at the 
Becker Community Center in the 
Senior Center room. All ages are 
welcome; guys & beginners too. 

Bring your own project & 
your yarn, needles, hooks, threads, 
patterns & come sit, stitch & visit. 
Those new to knitting & crochet 
or just wanting to learn more will 
find those more experienced will-
ing to help. We hope to have some 
kits available. At this first gather-
ing the group will decide on the 
frequency of get-togethers, best 
days of the week and/or times for 
Yarn Works to meet. Registration 
is not required. Call BCC at 763-
200-4271 if questions.   

Becker Cemetery Assocation 
Notice

Spring Cleanup will be Sat., 
Apr. 16. Anything you wish to 
keep must be taken off before 
Apr. 15. On Apr. 16, the cemetery 
helpers will remove anything left 
on the grave sites. The following 
week new decorations may be put 
out.

Announcements

Public Notices

Office of the Minnesota 
Secretary of State

Certificate of Assumed Name
Minnesota Statutes, 

Chapter 333
The filing of an assumed 

name does not provide a user with 
exclusive rights to that name. The 
filing is required for consumer 
protection in order to enable cus-
tomers to be able to identify the 
true owner of a business.
ASSUMED NAME: Green 
Haven Farm Market
PRINCIPAL PLACE OF BUSI-
NESS: 18366 County Road 14 
NW Big Lake MN 55309 USA
NAMEHOLDER(S):
Name: 
Green Haven Farm Market 
LLC
Address: 
3000 Metro Drive Suite 260 
Bloomington MN 55425 USA

If you submit an attachment, 
it will be incorporated into this 
document. If the attachment con-
flicts with the information specif-
ically set forth in this document, 
this document supersedes the data 
referenced in the attachment.

By typing my name, I, the 
undersigned, certify that I am 
signing this document as the per-
son whose signature is required, 
or as agent of the person(s) whose 
signature would be required who 
has authorized me to sign this 
document on his/her behalf, or in 
both capacities. I further certify 
that I have completed all required 
fields, and that the information in 
this document is true and correct 
and in compliance with the appli-
cable chapter of Minnesota Stat-
utes. I understand that by signing 
this document I am subject to the 
penalties of perjury as set forth in 
Section 609.48 as if I had signed 
this document under oath.
SIGNED BY: Mai Her
MAILING ADDRESS: 18366 
County Road 14 NW Big Lake 
MN 55309 USA
EMAIL FOR OFFICIAL NO-
TICES: Excluded
Work Item: 1294573300035
Original File Number: 
1294573300035
STATE OF MINNESOTA
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 
OF STATE
FILED
02/12/2022
11:18 PM
/s/ Steve Simon
Secretary of State
(Published in the Patriot: 
04/02/22; 04/09/22).
______________________

NOTICE OF ASSOCIATION 
LIEN FORECLOSURE SALE

WHEREAS, default has been 
made in the terms and conditions 
of the Declaration of Harrison’s 
Cove Homeowners Association 
(henceforth the Declaration) dated 
August 11, 2003 and recorded in 
the office of the County Recorder 
in and for Sherburne County, 
Minnesota on August 18, 2003 
as Document No. 518022 which 
said Lien covers the following 
described property situated in the 
County of Sherburne and State of 
Minnesota, to-wit:

Lot 4, Block 10, Harrisons 
Cove, CIC No. 39, according 
to the plat thereof on file and 
of record in the Office of the 
Sherburne County Recorder.
Street Address: 677 
Independence Drive, Big 
Lake, MN 

PID #65-520-1008
WHEREAS,  pursuant 

to said Declaration, there is 
claimed to be due and owing 
as of the date of this Notice by 
Nicole Nelson as unit owner to 
Harrison’s Cove Homeowners 
Association, the principal amount 
of Three Thousand One Hundred 
Twenty-seven Dollars and 84/100 
($3,127.84) for assessments 
through March, 2022; and no 
action being now pending at law 
or otherwise to recover said debt 
or any part thereof, and;

WHEREAS, pursuant to said 
Declaration, said debt creates a 
lien upon said premises in favor 
of Harrison’s Cove Homeowners 
Association. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, 
notice is hereby given that 
by virtue of the power of sale 
created by statute, said lien will 
be foreclosed by the sale of said 
premises with the hereditaments 
and appurtenances, which said 
sale will be made by the Sheriff 
of Sherburne County, Minnesota 
at Sheriff’s Main Reception in the 
Sherburne County Government 
Center, 13880 Business Center 
Dr. NW, Suite 100, in the City of 
Elk River in said County on May 
18, 2022 at 10:00 a.m., at public 
auction to the highest bidder, for 
cash, to pay the amount then due 
for said assessments, together with 
the costs of foreclosure, including 
attorney’s fees as allowed by 
law. The time allowed by law for 
redemption by the unit owner, 
her personal representatives or 
assigns, is six (6) months from the 
date of said sale.

TIME AND DATE TO 
VACATE PROPERTY: If the real 
estate is an owner-occupied single-
family dwelling, unless otherwise 
provided by law, the date on or 
before which the unit owners must 
vacate the property if the lien is 
not reinstated under section 580.30 
or the property is not redeemed 
under section 580.23 is 11:59 
p.m. on November 18, 2022. If 
the foregoing date is a Saturday, 
Sunday or legal holiday, then the 
date to vacate the property is the 
next business day at 11:59 p.m. 
Dated:   March 21, 2022
HARRISON’S COVE HOME-      

    OWNERS ASSOCIATION  
FULLER, SEAVER & 
SWANSON, P.A.
By: /s/ Timothy D. Fuller     32694
12400 Portland Avenue South, 
Suite 132 
Burnsville, MN 55337 
(952) 890-0888
Attorneys for Harrison’s Cove 
Homeowners Association 
(Published in the Patriot: 
03/26/22; 04/02/22; 04/09/22; 
04/16/22; 04/23/22; 04/30/22).
___________________________

STATE OF MINNESOTA
DISTRICT COURT

COUNTY OF SHERBURNE
TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

PROBATE DIVISION
Court File No.: 71-PR-22-33
Estate of 
Sharon A. Merry
Decedent.

AMENDED NOTICE OF 
INFORMAL PROBATE OF 
WILL AND APPOINTMENT 
O F  P E R S O N A L 
R E P R E S E N T A T I V E A N 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is given that an 
application for informal probate of 
the Decedent’s will dated June 6, 
2012 (“Will”), has been filed with 
the Registrar.  The application has 
been granted.  

Notice is also given that the 
Registrar has informally appointed 
Kevin Maire, whose address is 
15216 Lake Street Extension, 
Minnetonka, MN 55435, as 
personal representative of the 
Estate of the Decedent.  Any heir, 
devisee or other interested person 
may be entitled to appointment 
as personal representative or may 
object to the appointment of the 
personal representative.  Unless 
objections are filed with the Court 
(pursuant to Minnesota Statutes 
section 524.3-607) and the Court 
otherwise orders, the personal 
representative has full power to 
administer the Estate, including, 
after 30 days from the date of 
issuance of letters, the power to 
sell, encumber, lease or distribute 
real estate.  

Any objections to the probate 
of the Will or appointment of the 
Personal Representative must be 
filed with this Court and will be 
heard by the Court after the filing 
of an appropriate petition and 
proper notice of hearing.  

Notice is also given that 
(subject to Minnesota Statutes 
section 524.3-801) all creditors 
having claims against the Estate 
are required to present the claims 
to the personal representative or 
to the Court Administrator within 
four months after the date of this 
Notice or the claims will be barred.  

A charitable beneficiary 
may request notice of the 
probate proceedings be given to 
the Attorney General pursuant 
to Minnesota Statutes section 
501B.41, subdivision 5.  
Dated: March 16, 2022
/s/ Pamela Kreier,
Registrar
Dated: March 16, 2022
/s/ Pat Kuka
Court Administrator
Attorney for Applicants
Joseph P. Kukla, MN ID #387458 
Thiel, Anderson, Kukla & 
Gunderson, PLLP 
7300 Metro Boulevard, Suite 630 
Edina, MN 55439 
Email: jkukla@thielfirm.com
(Published in the Patriot: 
03/26/22; 04/02/22).
______________________

STATE OF MINNESOTA
DISTRICT COURT

COUNTY OF SHERBURNE
TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

PROBATE DIVISION
Court File No.: 71-PR-22-20
Estate of 
Bruce James Pfeffer,
Decedent.

NOTICE AND ORDER 
OF HEARING ON PETITION 
FOR PROBATE OF WILL 
A N D  A P P O I N T M E N T 
O F  P E R S O N A L 
REPRESENTATIVE AND 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

It is Ordered and Notice is 
given that on May 5th, at 9:00 
o’clock am a hearing will be 
held in this Court at Remotely, 
Minnesota, for the formal probate 
of an instrument purporting to be 
the Will of the Decedent dated, 
May 7, 2021, and separate writings 
under Minnesota Statutes section 
524.2-513 (“Will”), and for the 
appointment of Jessica Lynn 
Sanders, whose address is 5076 
Woodbury Drive, Woodbury, MN 
55129 as Personal Representative 
of the Estate of the Decedent in an 
unsupervised administration. Any 
objections to the petition must be 
filed with the Court prior to or 
raised at the hearing. If proper and 
if no objections are filed or raised, 
the Personal Representative will 
be appointed with full power to 
administer the Estate including the 

power to collect all assets, to pay 
all legal debts, claims, taxes and 
expenses, to sell real and personal 
property, and to do all necessary 
acts for the Estate.

Notice is also given that 
(subject to Minnesota Statutes 
section 524.3-801) all creditors 
having claims against the Estate 
are required to present the claims 
to the Personal Representative or 
to the Court Administrator within 
four months after the date of this 
Notice or the claims will be barred.
Dated: March 18, 2022
/s/ Jordan Gregorich
Court Administrator
Attorney for Petitioner
Nikki Bonine
Bonine Law, LLC
1915 Hwy 36 West, Suite 13
Roseville, MN 55113
Attorney License No: 0389942
Telephone: (651) 558-7715
Email: nikki@boninelaw.com
(Published in the Patriot: 
03/26/22; 04/02/22).
___________________________

STATE OF MINNESOTA
DISTRICT COURT

COUNTY OF SHERBURNE
TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
Case Type: Other Civil
Court File No.: 71-CV-22-235
Dustin Thuftedal and Jennifer 
Thuftedal, 

Plaintiffs,
vs.
Homefield Financial, Inc., its 
successors or assigns, also all 
other persons unknown claiming 
any right, title, estate, interest, or 
lien in the real estate described in 
the complaint herein,

Defendants.
SUMMONS

THIS SUMMONS IS 
DIRECTED TO: Homefield 
Financial, Inc., its successors or 
assigns, and all other persons 
unknown claiming any right, 
title, estate, interest, or lien 
in the real estate described in 
the complaint hereto attached. 
1. YOU ARE BEING SUED. The 
Plaintiffs have started a lawsuit 
against you. Plaintiffs’ Complaint 
is attached to this Summons. Do 
not throw these papers away. 
They are official papers that affect 
your rights. You must respond to 
this lawsuit even though it may 
not yet be filed with the Court 
and/or there may be no court 
file number on this Summons. 
2. YOU MUST REPLY WITHIN 
21 DAYS TO PROTECT YOUR 
RIGHTS. You must give or mail 
to the person who signed this 
Summons a written response 
called an Answer within 21 days 
of the date on which you received 
this Summons. You must send a 
copy of your Answer to the person 
who signed this Summons located 
at: Foley & Mansfield, PLLP, 250 
Marquette Avenue, Suite 1200, 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401. 
3. YOU MUST RESPOND TO 
EACH CLAIM. The Answer 
is your written response to the 
Plaintiff’s Complaint. In your 
Answer you must state whether 
you agree or disagree with each 
paragraph of the Complaint. 
If you believe the Plaintiff 
should not be given everything 
asked for in the Complaint, you 
must say so in your Answer. 
4. YOU WILL LOSE YOUR 
CASE IF YOU DO NOT SEND 
A WRITTEN RESPONSE TO 
THE COMPLAINT TO THE 
PERSON WHO SIGNED THIS 
SUMMONS. If you do not Answer 
within 21 days, you will lose this 
case. You will not get to tell your 

side of the story, and the Court 
may decide against you and award 
the Plaintiff everything asked for 
in the Complaint. If you do not 
want to contest the claims stated 
in the Complaint, you do not need 
to respond. A default judgment can 
then be entered against you for the 
relief requested in the Complaint. 
5. LEGAL ASSISTANCE. You 
may wish to get legal help from 
a lawyer. If you do not have a 
lawyer, the Court Administrator 
may have information about 
places where you can get legal 
assistance. Even if you cannot get 
legal help, you must still provide 
a written Answer to protect your 
rights or you may lose the case. 
6. ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE 
RESOLUTION. The parties 
may agree to or be ordered to 
participate in an alternative 
dispute resolution process under 
Rule 114 of the Minnesota 
General Rules of Practice. You 
must still send your written 
response to the Complaint even 
if you expect to use alternative 
means of resolving this dispute. 
7. THIS LAWSUIT MAY 
AFFECT OR BRING INTO 
QUESTION TITLE TO REAL 
PROPERTY located in Sherburne 
County, State of Minnesota, 
commonly known as 11406 91st 
Street Southeast, Clear Lake, 
Minnesota 55319 and legally 
described as follows:

Lot 5, Block 1, Prairie Acres, 
Sherburne County, Minnesota

(the “Property”).
a. The object of this action is to 
determine adverse claims and 
discharge a mortgage on the 
Property to Homefield Financial, 
Inc., dated August 24, 2005, and 
recorded September 22, 2005, as 
Document No. 600291
Respectfully,
FOLEY & MANSFIELD, PLLP
Date: March 2, 2022.  
/s/ Wyatt S. Partridge
Wyatt S. Partridge (#0391272)
250 Marquette Avenue
Suite 1200
Minneapolis, MN 55401
Telephone: (612) 338-8788
wpartridge@foleymansfield.com
A T T O R N E Y S  F O R 
PLAINTIFF

ACKNOWLEDGMENT
The undersigned hereby 

acknowledges that costs, 
disbursements, and reasonable 
attorney and witness fees may be 
awarded pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 
549.211 to the party against whom 
the allegations in this pleading are 
asserted.
By: /s/ Wyatt S. Partridge 
Wyatt S. Partridge
(Published in the Patriot: 
03/26/22; 04/02/22; 04/09/22).
___________________________

Assumed Names

Foreclosures
Probates

Summons

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
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Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.
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Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 4/3/2022 Central

The City of Kerkhoven, MN, Public Works Department, 
is seeking a full-time Public Works Supervisor starting 
immediately. A complete job description and benefi ts 
package is available upon request.

Minimum requirements: Possess a MN Class D Water 
Operator’s and Class C Sewer Operator’s License and able 

to obtain a Class B Driver’s License within 6 months of employ-
ment. Have a valid MN Class D Driver’s License and a satis-
factory driving record. All applicants will be required to have a 
physical and are subject to a drug test. Starting wages 
$53,830-$71,780 per year/DOQ, plus excellent 
benefi ts. This is a non-union position.
TO APPLY: All applicants must complete and submit an ap-
plication for employment packet. Application forms can be 
obtained at City Hall Monday-Thursday from 8am-5pm and 
Fridays 8am-noon or by calling 320-264-2581 or by email: 
kerkhovenclerk@gmail.com.
Submit completed applications in drop box or by mail to: City of 
Kerkhoven, 208 N 10th St, PO Box 116, Kerkhoven, MN 56252. 
The City of Kerkhoven is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

City of Kerkhoven
208 10th Street North • Box 116

Kerkhoven, Minnesota 56252
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CITY PUBLIC WORKS DEPT.
 SEEKING FULL-TIME EMPLOYEE

Pick up a copy 
of the PATRIOT 

at the following 
locations:

CLEARWATER: 
Coborn’s; 
Palmer:  

General Store;
SANTIAGO: 

General Store; 
BECKER: 

Food Pride, 
PATRIOT office; 

BIG LAKE: 
Coborn’s

DEADLINES
Notices &  

Legals
Wednesdays 

At Noon
Contact Kathy: 
763-275-0275 

or Email:
legals.kathy@

patriotnewsmn.com
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Public Notices
Township Public Notices

Clearwater Township Request for Quotes
The Town Board of Township of Clearwater, Wright County is 

requesting Bids for Single Chip Seal over existing Chip Seal (Spec 
is single pass of F A2.5 granite chip, .35 gal. per yd. oil w/ fog seal 
final coat. Application to be done in one day, ambient temp to be 
min. 65 deg.) Work to be done 163rd Street, Isaak & Irvine Ave 
(approximately 1 mile) 160th Street, Evans Ave, and Fillmore Ave. 
(approximately 3.5 miles). For a total of 4.5 miles approximately 
24ft wide. 

Please contact Clearwater Township Maintenance Supervisor, 
Mike Ludenia at 320-980-0124 for details of quote specifications. 

Bid opening is 7:30 p.m. on April 13, 2022 at the Clearwater 
Township Hall. Bids may be mailed or delivered to the Clearwater 
Township Clerk: Jean Just, 15015 State Hwy 24 NW, Clearwater, 
MN 55320, phone (320) 558-4011 and arrive no later than 7:30 
p.m., Wednesday April 13, 2022. 

The Township Board reserves the right to accept or reject any 
or all bids. 
FOR THE TOWNSHIP BOARD
/s/ Jean M. Just, Clerk
(Published in the Patriot: 03/26/22; 04/02/22).

City Public Notices

City of Clearwater
NOTICE OF POSITION POSTING

City Council Member
The City of Clearwater is seeking individuals interested in 

serving as a City Council Member from April 11, 2022, to De-
cember 31, 2022.

Please submit a letter of interest to the City Administrator on 
or before April 7, 2022.  Include why you wish to serve in this 
capacity and a brief description of related experience along with 
any other relevant information.

To hold elective city office, individuals must be a U.S. citizen, 
a qualified city voter and at least 21 years of age on the date of 
taking office. 
Letters of interest may be sent to:

Annita Smythe, City Administrator
City of Clearwater
PO Box 9
Clearwater, MN  55320

or emailed to asmythe@clearwatercity.com
(Published in the Patriot: 03/26/22; 04/02/22).

Big Lake Public Schools #727  Notices

CLEAR LAKE TOWNSHIP
BOARD OF APPEAL AND EQUALIZATION

Important Information Regarding
Assessment and Classification of Property.
This may affect your 2023 property taxes.

Notice is hereby given that the Board of Appeal and Equaliza-
tion for the Township of Clear Lake, Sherburne County, Minnesota 
shall meet at the Clear Lake Township Hall, 7938 116th Street SE 
Clear Lake, MN 55319 on Wednesday, April 6th, 2022 at 10:00 
AM. The purpose of this meeting is to determine whether property 
in the jurisdiction has been properly valued and classified by the 
Assessor.

If you believe the value or classification of your property is 
incorrect, please contact the Sherburne County Assessor’s office to 
discuss your concerns. If you disagree with the valuation or clas-
sification after discussing it with the County Assessor, you may 
appear before the Local Board of Appeal and Equalization. The 
Local Board of Appeal and Equalization will review your assess-
ments and may make corrections as needed. Generally, you must 
appeal to the local board before appealing to the County Board of 
Appeal and Equalization.
Nancy Betzler
Clear Lake Township Clerk
(Published in the Patriot: 04/02/22).

BOARD HIGHLIGHTS
This represents a summary of the Regular Meeting of the 

Board of Education of Big Lake Public Schools #727. A complete 
set of minutes will be on file at the District Office and on our web-
site at www.biglakeschools.org upon Board approval.
I.   CALL TO ORDER 

  The regular meeting of the Board of Education of Indepen-  
  dent School District No. 727, Big Lake Schools, was call-  
  ed to order on March 24, 2022.

II.   ROLL CALL 
  All Board members were present.

III.   APPROVE AGENDA  
  A motion passed to approve the agenda.

IV.   PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
V.   OPEN FORUM
VI.   CONSENT AGENDA 

  A motion passed to approve the following:
A. PREVIOUS MINUTES
B. CLAIMS AND ACCOUNTS
C. CREDIT CARD REPORT
D. PERSONNEL
E. FUNDRAISERS
F. ONE READ POLICIES

VII.   DONATIONS 
  A motion passed to approve the donations.

VIII.   FINANCIAL REPORT 
  A motion passed to approve the financial report as pre- 
  sented.

IX.   WRIGHT TECH CENTER LTFM RESOLUTION 
  A motion passed to approve the following resolution:

RESOLUTION WRIGHT TECHNICAL CENTER’S 
LONG-TERM FACILITY MAINTENANCE PROGRAM 
BUDGET AND AUTHORIZING THE INCLUSION OF A 
PROPORTIONATE SHARE OF THOSE PROJECTS IN 
THE DISTRICT’S APPLICATION FOR LONG-TERM 

FACILITY MAINTENANCE REVENUE
X.   SCHOOL PRESENTATIONS
XI.   SEL PRESENTATION
XII.   MIDDLE SCHOOL RADON TESTING RESULTS
XIII.   FIRST READING OF POLICIES
XIV.   SECOND READING OF POLICIES
XV.   COMMITTEE UPDATES
XVI.   SUPERINTENDENT REPORT
XVII. ADJOURNMENT
          A motion passed to adjourn the meeting.
(Published in the Patriot: 04/02/22).

PALMER TOWNSHIP
BOARD OF APPEALS AND EQUALIZATION

IMPORTANT INFORMATION REGARDING PROPERTY 
ASSESSMENTS

This may affect your 2023 property taxes
  The Board of Appeal and Equalization for Palmer Township 

will meet on April 12th, 2022, at the Palmer Town Hall at 9:00 am.  
The purpose of this meeting is to determine whether property in the 
jurisdiction has been properly valued and classified by the assessor.

If you believe the value or classification of your property is 
incorrect, please contact your assessor’s office to discuss your 
concerns.  If you disagree with the valuation or classification after 
discussing it with your assessor, you may appear before the local 
board of appeal and equalization.  The board will review your as-
sessments and may make corrections as needed.  Generally, you 
must appeal to the local board before appealing to the county board 
of appeal and equalization.

The Palmer Township Board will be conducting the Annual 
Spring Road Trip on April 12th, 2022.  This tour of the Town-
ship Roads will begin at the Town Hall immediately following 
the Board of Appeals and Equalization meeting.   Anyone with 
concerns should contact the clerk at 320-743-2100 or by email 
palmertwp@gmail.com before that date to allow the supervisors to 
observe the existing conditions at the time of the road trip.
(Published in the Patriot: 04/02/22).

www.patriotnewsmn.com

sleds. Mindy notes that al-
most every small town along 
the track holds vintage snow-
mobile runs every year.

“It brings a lot of money 
into the communities, creat-
ing wonderful family” she 
says. “The time spent on the 
trails and the reminiscing — 
along with people donating 
their time to follow along 
with trailers in case of break 
downs and donating food to 
local bars.”

Mindy says she grew 
up on John Deere sleds and 
when her kids were little, she 
and her husband bought their 
first John Deere for them to 
tool around the yard on.

“The rest is history,” 
she said. “The kids are out 
on their own now but come 
home for the local vintage 
rides.”

Angel Watching
As the Gerszewskis were 

nearing Becker, they realized 
their clothes in their luggage 

had become soiled in gasoline 
so they looked for a laundro-
mat. They noticed the Three 
Ladies Laundromat along 
Hwy. 10 and dropped in to 
see if they could remedy their 
situation.

“The owner, Milissa 
could see us smelling our 
clothes and hear us say a few 
swear words, so she had come 
up to see what our dilemma 
was all about,” said Mindy.

Milissa, you see, was 
watching the store on her 
camera system at home and 
noticed the suitcases laying 
in the parking lot. So she 
hopped in her car and raced 
up to her store.

“I’m sure her seeing 
our open, empty suitcases 
sprawled out in the parking 
lot peaked her suspicion,” 
said Mindy.

When Milissa Johnson 
arrived and walked through 
the door, she just said “so is 
it diesel or gas we’re trying to 

wash out?” 
Mindy said she was 

afraid Milissa would be upset 
about the smell and using her 
machines for this, but John-
son just jumped right in trying 

to remedy their issue.   
“She (Johnson) brought 

different washing detergents 
to try and wouldn’t let us pay 
for the many rewashings,” 
said Mindy. 

“From then on, she 
(Johnson) kept seven-to-eight 
washers going — rewash-
ing — trying different deter-
gents she brought with her,” 
said Mindy. “No charge for 
the washers, detergent or the 
time she spent with us. Just an 
angel!”

The Gerszewskis ended 
up spending over five hours 
at the laundromat, washing 
clothes over and over and 
power washing their trailer. 
They got a room at the local 
motel, ordered some pizza 
from Godfathers and drank a 
few beers.

“We also spent time or-
ganizing the daily trip photos 
and sharing them on Face-
book,” said Mindy.

The Next Day
They ended up going 

back to the laundromat early  
the next morning for another 
washing, then finally drying 
(resulting in the gas smell fi-
nally gone).   

“We were afraid to dry 
them the night before for fear 
of blowing up the place,” said 
Mindy. “So we took them 
back to the hotel, soaked 
them in vinegar in garbage 
bags in the tub.”

Because of the help of 
Milissa Johnson, the Gersze-
wskis  were able to com-
plete their trip to Elk River 
and cross the finish line. The 
Gerszewskis  said they met a 
lot of wonderful people along 
their ride, but none like their 
angel amongst them.

“The world is so sad 
right now with the negativ-
ity so I wanted to share that 
angels and good people still 
exist,” said Mindy.  “God 
bless you (Milissa) and all 
of your family!  Thank you. 
You did more for my psyche 
and worldly outlook than you 
could ever know.”

ANGEL from page 1

THE GERSZEWSKI’S SUITCASES were opened and aired out in the parking 
lot of Three Ladies Laundry in Becker after the family discovered gas and oil had 
spilled in their trailer containing their clothes. (Submitted Photo).

tershed district’s focus on 
protecting and improving 
water quality was imperative 
to its success. 

“You’ve got intense 
pressures around that area 
from a land-use perspective. 
They knew if they didn’t 
work proactively to protect 
these resources, that they 
would degrade. Once they 
tip over the edge, it’s really 
hard to get them back in line 
with our standards,” Votruba 
said. “They stepped in and 
addressed these resources 
while there was still time to 
do so. That’s why we’re see-
ing these delistings showing 
up now.”

Because water quality 
improvement work started in 
the headwaters area, all of the 
lakes in the chain are show-
ing significant water quality 
improvements.

“Water’s not going to be 
crystal-clear in our watershed. 
It’s got a big, big farming area 
that comes into it,” Schiefel-
bein said.

Since 1981, the CRWD 
has worked with landowners 
and local, state and federal 
partners to implement nearly 
$7 million in water quality 
improvement projects and 
programs that contributed to 
Lake Augusta’s delisting. 

That included about $4 
million that leveraged Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency 
grants available through the 
Minnesota Pollution Control 
Agency’s Clean Lakes Fund 
with CRWD tax levies and 
landowners’ matching funds.

“Give credit to their 
board. They’re so good at 
building relationships with 
landowners, and they’re so 
respectful — not just to the 
landowners but all the agen-
cies and partners that they 
work with. I think it takes 

all of that to have success, 
and they were very good at 
putting all of those pieces to-
gether,” Votruba said.

Over the past 10 years, 
two Clean Water Fund grants 
from the Minnesota Board 
of Water and Soil Resources 
(BWSR) contributed to about 
$3 million in leveraged fund-
ing. 

The first BWSR Clean 
Water Fund grant affect-
ing Lake Augusta, $70,900 
awarded in 2010, supported 
Kimball’s $115,200 storm-
water management project. 
The infiltration basin cap-
tured urban runoff to protect 
Willow Creek — a trout 
stream — Lake Betsy, and 
ultimately, Lake Augusta, 
from temperature impacts, 
and from sediment- and phos-
phorus-loading. It treated a 
428-acre drainage area, and 
kept an estimated 244 pounds 
of phosphorus and 6.5 tons 
of sediment out of the wa-
ters each year. One pound 
of phosphorus can feed 500 
pounds of algae.

BWSR awarded the 
CRWD a $666,080 Clean 
Water Fund grant in 2012 
to support Kimball’s second 
phase of stormwater work. 
That $889,815 project re-
duced phosphorus loading by 
an estimated 1,175 pounds a 
year through a wetland resto-
ration; a system that irrigates 
a park with water from storm-
water basins; a stormwater 
pond expansion; and best 
management practices such 
as vegetated swales and sed-
iment-trapping chambers.

While the total reduc-
tions weren’t huge, Schiefel-
bein said the Kimball projects 
clean nearly all of the water 
that runs from the city’s 
drainage area to the Clearwa-
ter River.

“Without (Clean Water 
Funds) we had no shot,” 
Schiefelbein said. 

In the case of Union 
Lake, the CRWD credits 
landowners’ actions as hav-
ing the most direct effect on 
its improved clarity and re-
duced phosphorus. One land-
owner converted row crops to 
pasture. Another spearheaded 
rough fish removal in a down-
stream lake.

“They were doing a lot 
of (rough fish removal) in 
the ’80s and ’90s. Carp can 
be very destructive in those 
lakes,” Votruba said. “They 
uproot vegetation, and they 
stir up the nutrients, get the 
water cloudy.”

Several other efforts 
throughout the watershed 
contributed to Lake Augusta 
and Union Lake being  del-
isted, including:

• The CRWD-led Vari-
able Rate Targeted Fertilizer 
Program helped producers 
work with a local co-op to 
implement precision farming 
techniques;

• Carp management fo-
cused on select lakes;

• The CRWD’s Alter-
native Tile Intake Program 
provided water quality im-
provements to field drainage 
infrastructure, building upon 
sediment and bacteria studies 
that identified critical areas 
and specific projects.

;• Capital improvement 
projects addressed impair-
ments including dissolved 
oxygen and nutrients.

“(The delisting) men-
tions ‘for unknown reasons’ 
on those two lakes,” Votruba 
said. “They’ve done so many 
projects within those water-
sheds. It’s a non-point source 
situation; everybody’s made a 
difference. But some of those 
early projects did make a dif-

ference. It’s such a high stan-
dard for the state, and they’ve 
done such a nice job. They 
deserve a lot of credit for that 
work. If it wasn’t for them 
and their early efforts, Clear-
water Lake would likely be 
impaired today.”

Clearwater is the larg-
est and most heavily used of 
the watershed’s recreational 
lakes, which lie 40 miles 
northwest of the Twin Cities.

Two more Clean Water 
Fund grants from BWSR 
support the CRWD’s work 
elsewhere in the watershed.

Just off Minnesota Hwy. 
55 near Watkins in Meeker 
County, the watershed dis-
trict treated 6,500 acres that 
drained urban and agricul-
tural runoff. The $610,470 
project reduced phosphorus 
to the Clearwater River by 
an estimated 796 pounds 
per year. It drew from a 
$351,900 Clean Water Fund 
grant BWSR awarded to the 
CRWD in 2015. The treat-
ment diverts part of the water 
from a tributary through a 
series of practices including a 
pre-treatment sedimentation 
basin, a phosphorus-capturing 
limestone filter, a stormwater 
pond nearly 1 acre in size, and 
native prairie plantings.

In 2022, BWSR awarded 
the CRWD a $361,000 Clean 
Water Fund grant centered on 
Clear Lake south of Watkins. 
The lake is close to meeting 
water quality standards for 
phosphorus. The project, es-
timated at $451,250, would 
install an iron-enhanced sand 
filter to capture phosphorus 
entering the lake from a wet-
land complex.

“We have the big plan. 
We know where the prob-
lems are,” Schiefelbein said. 
“It’s not many big problems 
anymore. Most of those are 

solved. It’s more of the small 
ones now.”

Those small projects 
tend to be more expensive per 
pound of pollutant reduction. 
So the CRWD aggressively 
pursues grants. Schiefelbein 
said board members shared 
the goal of pursuing clean 
water at the best price, spend-
ing money prudently, as if it 
were their own.

“We want the water 
clean, but we don’t want to 
do it at the expense of hurt-
ing anybody,” Schiefelbein 
said. “Everybody wants clean 
water. You’ve got that going 
for you right away. It’s how 
do you attack it the right way 
to make them buy in. Some-
times it’s really slow.”

The Minnesota Board of 
Water and Soil Resources’ 
mission is to improve and 
protect the state’s water and 
soil resources by working in 
partnership with local organi-
zations and private landown-
ers.

Details
Project Partners: In-

cluded cooperating land-
owners, the cities of Kimball 
and Watkins, BWSR, the 
MCPA and the EPA. The 
watershed district convened 
the Tri-County Conservation 
Project (supported by local 
CRWD levies and an EPA 
grant made available through 
the MPCA), which involved 
Meeker SWCD, Stearns 
County SWCD and Wright 
SWCD. The Central Minne-
sota Initiative Fund and the 
Agricultural Utilization Re-
search Institute (AURI) also 
contributed.

Watershed: 159 square 
miles, extending across 
parts of Meeker, Stearns and 
Wright counties, from Wat-
kins to the confluence of the 
Mississippi River at Clear-

water.
Lakes: The Fairhaven 

dam divides the lakes through 
which the Clearwater River 
flows into upper and lower 
chains. The Upper Chain 
includes lakes Betsy, Scott, 
Louisa and Marie (which in-
cludes the Mill Pond). The 
Lower Chain includes lakes 
Caroline, Augusta, Clear-
water, Grass and Wiegand. 
Other major lakes within the 
CRWD are Albion, Bass, 
Cedar, Clear, Henshaw, Little 
Mud, Otter, Pleasant, School 
Section, Swartout, Union and 
Willow lakes. Minor lakes 
are Edwards, Island, Laura, 
Rohrbeck and Round.

Lake Augusta, By the 
Numbers: Phosphorus con-
centrations over the past six 
years have averaged 23 mi-
crograms per liter — well 
below the deep-lake thresh-
old of 40 micrograms per 
liter. Lake Augusta’s 10-year 
average is 38 micrograms per 
liter. The lake’s water clarity 
also shows a positive trend, 
with average Secchi disk 
readings bettering the deep-
lake standard of 1.4 meters 
for the past 10-plus years.

Lake Augusta’s average 
phosphorus levels met deep-
lake water quality standards 
from 2016 through 2021; its 
Secchi disk readings, which 
measure clarity, met stan-
dards each year from 2009 
through 2021. Under Minne-
sota’s two-part water quality 
standard, phosphorus levels 
must be at or below a certain 
level — 40 micrograms per 
liter in the case of deep lakes 
such as Lake Augusta. Addi-
tionally, to be delisted, either 
Secchi disk readings or chlo-
rophyll-a readings must meet 
the standards — 1.4 meters’ 
clarity or 14 micrograms per 
liter of chlorophyll-a.

AUGUSTA from page 1
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• BECKER
Grace Lutheran Church (LCMS)
Pastor: David M. Johnson, 763-262-7782, 11185 27th Ave SE. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am, Sun. School 10:30am, Wed. J.U.M.P. 6pm.
Becker Baptist Church
Pastors: Nathan Bucher (Senior), Kevin Drehmel (Youth) & Amy Drehmel 
(Dir. of Child/Fam. Ministry), 763-261-4202, 11951 Hancock St. Services: 
Sun. Worship/Children 10:30am, Sun. School 9:15am, Wed. AWANA/
Youth Group 6:30pm during school year. www.beckerbaptist.org. 
Becker Evangelical Free Church
Pastors: Gerald Deppa (Interim Senior), Chris Salvevold (Youth), 763-261-
4125, Becker High School, Office: 11373 150th Ave SE. Services: Sun. 
Worship/Teaching/Fellowship 10am.
Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 12100 Sherburne Ave. Services: Sat. 
Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8:30am & 10:30am. Masses held 1st, 3rd & 5th Sun-
days of the month. (Masses held on 2nd & 4th Sundays in Big Lake).
Faith (Becker) Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Yolanda Denson-Byers & Vicar Molly Wills, 763-261-5751, 11755 
Sherburne Ave. Services: Sun. Worship 9:30 am, Sun. School 8:30am, 
Wed. Confirmation 5:30pm, Senior High Youth Group 1st & 3rd Wed. 6pm  
www.faithlutheran-becker.org.
Oakwood Community Church Assemblies of God
Pastors: Gerry Bass & Sarah, 763-220-6004, 13140 1st St (SW Corner of 
Becker Furniture World). Services: Sun. Bible Study/Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Snake River Free Church
Pastor: Steve Johnston, 612-219-8648, 180th St SE. Services: Sun. Worship/
Sun. School 10:30am., Hymn Sing is second Sun. of every month.
Becker Christian Center & Abundant Grace Church
Pastor: Ken Hanson, 763-262-2177, 15455 59th St SE. Services: Sun. Praise 
& Worship 9:30am, Wed. Family Fellowship 7pm.
Beacon House of Prayer
Pastors: Brian & Linda Holmes, 763-263-3771, 12264 Pleasant Ave. Ser-
vices: Thurs. Worship 6:30pm.
Free Grace United
Pastor: Kevin Wilson, 763-245-0001, Becker High School, 12000 Hancock 
St, Enter door 11. Services: Wed. Worship 6:30pm.

• BIG LAKE
Acts Seventh-Day Adventists Community Church
Pastor: Bill Nixon, 763-263-2287, 20455 187th Ave NW. Services: Sat. 
Worship 9am, Sat. Sabbath School 10:15am.
Bethany Bible Church
763-263-2167, 511 Eagle Lake Road. Services: Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Bridgeview Assembly of God
Pastor: Steve Royalty, 763-263-6274, 20500 County Road 11. Services: 
Sun. Worship 10am, Wed. Service 6:30pm.
SVEA Hill Covenant Church
Pastor: Don Bellach, 763-263-6322, 16392 235th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Cornerstone Baptist Church
Pastor: Gordon Langdon, 763-263-7878, 15300 County Road 35. 
Hope Lutheran Church (ELCA) in Orrock
763-262-0028. www.hopeintherefuge.weebly.com.
IFLESIA AMOR VIVIENTE Living Love Church
Pastores: Juan & Patricia Aguayo, 763-607-5403, 21 Lake St N. Services: 
Sat. 6pm.
Lord of Glory Lutheran Church
Pastor: Marty Mably, 763-263-3090, 15550 190th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
8am & 10am.
Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 440 Lake St N. Services: Sat. Mass 
5pm; Sun. 8:30am & 10:30am. Masses held on 2nd & 4th Sundays of the 
month (Masses held on 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays in Becker).
Riverside Church
Online: www.myrc.church, 763-263-2410, 20314 County Road 14. Ser-
vices: Sun 8:45am, 10:30am & 12:05pm.
Saron Lutheran Church
Pastor: Kyle Sidlo, 763-263-2209, 311 Lake St. S. Services: Sun. Worship 

9:30am, indoors or livestream.

• SANTIAGO
South Santiago Lutheran Church ELCA
Pastor: Daryl Thul, 763-662-2048, 14675 37th St. Services: Sun. 8am in 
Sanctury Worship, 10am in Sanctuary. Audio broadcast in parking lot for 
both services.
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church E.L.S. & Princeton Evangelical School
Pastor: Timothy Zenda, 763-662-2570, 18977 17th St. Services: Sun. 
School/Bible Class 10:30am, Divine Worship 9am.
Glendorado Lutheran (ELCA)
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Shari Routh, 920-573-0193, 1100 186th Ave NE. Services: Sun 
Good Shepherd 9am, Sun. Glendorado 10:30am.
Gethsemane Church (ELCA) – Ronneby
Pastor: Barbara Peterson, 320-983-5002, 14478 78th St. NE. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Glendorado Evangelical Country Church
Pastor: Sam Alfano, 763-662-2244, 16999 Glendorado Road NE. Services: 
Sun. School 9:30am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• CLEAR LAKE
Living Waters Church
Pastor: Mark Stahl, 320-292-0250, 7830 Church St. Services: Sun. Worship 
10am, Wed. Bible Study 6:30pm.
Trinity Lutheran Church Missouri Synod
Pastor: Josh Reber, 320-743-2919, 8641 Main Ave. Services: Sun. Worship 
8:45am, Sun. School 9:45am.
SHED Church - Non-Denomination in Palmer
Pastor: TBD, 320-241-0123, Palmer Town Hall, 4180 105th Ave. Services: 
Sun. 5pm.
St. Marcus Catholic Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-743-2481, 8701 Main Ave. Services: Mon.  
& Wed. Mass 8am, Sat. Confessions 4:15pm, Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. 8am.

• DUELM
St. Lawrence Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-968-7502, 10915 Duelm Road NE. Ser-
vices: Sun. Mass 10am, Tues. Mass 8am.

• CLEARWATER
Clearwater United Methodist Church
Pastor: Alison Hendley, 320-558-2581, 405 Main St. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9:30am.
Freedom Bible Church
605 Lime St. (Old Clearwater Post Office). Services: Sun. Bible Study 
9:30am & 6pm, Sun. Worship 10:45am, Wed. Bible Study 7pm.
Rejoice Lutheran Church – ELCA
Pastor: Jim Bump, 320-558-6851, 1155 County Road 75.  
Services: Sun. School that begins in Worship 9:30am.  
Livestream worship at Rejoice’s Youtube Channel,  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsJGuBda4orT9TWYii5wmGw
Church of St. Luke
Father: Dennis Backer, 320-558-2124, 17545 Huber Ave NW. Services: 
Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8am & 10am, Weekday Mass Tues.-Fri. 8am/
Sat. 9am.
Tri-County Alliance Church
Pastor: David Fogal, 320-558-2750, 8464 160th St NW. Services: Sun. 
School 9am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• SILVER CREEK
Immanuel Lutheran Church
Pastor: Ken Tatkenhorst, 763-878-2820, 11390 Elliot Ave NW. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am
Silver Creek Community Church
Pastor: Zach Pryor, 320-963-3957, 4282 114th St NW. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9am, Sun. Fellowship 10am, Sun. School 10:30am. 

RYAN HUBBARD
763-263-8334 

RESIDENTIAL  • COMMERCIAL - AGRICULTURAL

6715 125th Ave - Clear Lake, MN
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Scott & Tonia Ulsby

KEN GEROUX CONSTRUCTION
C O R P O R A T I O N

Integrity • Excellence
Uncompromising Customer Satisfaction

Lic. #BC002757
Big Lake • 763-263-6878

Order Online!

Becker Pizza Depot
The Area’s Best Pizza -- Ask Anyone!

14281 Bank Street, Becker • 763-262-2700
www.BeckerPizzaDepot.com • Facebook: Pizza Depot

Pizza, Wings & More

290 EAGLE LAKE RD. N. BIG LAKE
763-263-3262 • WWW.CORNEROAKSDENTAL.COM
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DR. REED DILL & 
DR. PETER KUEFLER

16455 122nd St Becker MN 55308
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Obituaries

A celebration of life will 
be held Saturday, April 30, 
2022 from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. at 
the Clearwater Legion for Au-
drey Carol Stang, of Becker, 
who passed away peacefully 
on Tuesday, March 15, 2022 
surrounded by her family. 
Arrangements have been 
entrusted to Williams Ding-
mann Family Funeral Home, 
Becker.

 Audrey was born to Nor-
ris and Esther (Olson) Gunder-
son, on the family farm, June 
23, 1945. She was the third of 
five girls and grew up milking 
cows and raising chickens. 
She graduated from Becker 
in 1963. She married George 
Stang August 17, 1963. Au-
drey lived most of her life in 
the Becker area where she 
raised her family. They raised 
three children: Daniel, Nancy 
and Scott just one mile from 
her childhood home. Audrey 
worked at Honeywell for over 
30 years. Family meant the 

world to her, and she would 
do anything for them. Audrey 
opened her door to many oth-
ers who she took in as family, 
taking care of those in need. 
Audrey enjoyed watching the 
little ones grow, giving them 
her “Grandma kisses” and al-
ways had M&Ms in her pocket 
for them. Audrey loved being 
outside, enjoying the high life 
with bonfires, family softball 
outings, and horse shows. 
While she was home, she al-
ways had her shows on, Days 
of our Lives, Little House on 
the Prairie, and Wheel of For-
tune. Audrey could easily talk 
to anyone and often enjoyed 
talking to family and friends 
on the telephone.

 She leaves behind her 
husband George of 58 years, 
her three children Daniel Stang 
(Maureen Colford), Nancy 
(Chris) James and Scott (Ann) 
Stang; sisters Judy Borst, Janet 
Aleckson, Linda Ouellette and 
Susan Lambert; grandchil-
dren Tom, Tammy (TJ), Tara, 
Nikki, Mikey, Joey: great 
grandchildren Wyatt, Elliot, 
Quinn, Henry, and Ty, as well 
as many bonus grandchildren 
and great grandchildren. Au-
drey was preceded in death by 
her parents; Norris and Esther; 
and in-laws, Norbert and Isa-
bel Stang.

 Obituary and Guest 
Book available online:  
www.williamsdingmann.com

Audrey C. Stang, Age 76
Becker, MN

June 23, 1945 – March 15, 2022

M a r l e n e 
died of a 
stroke March 
15,  2022. 
She was sur-
rounded by 
her loving 
family at the 
St .  Cloud 
Hospital. She 
was born Jan-
uary 19, 1936, 
in St. Cloud 
M i n n e s o t a , 
the daughter of 
Lawrence and Marie (Osman-
ski) Raden. 

Marlene graduated from 
Cathedral High School in 
1954. Shortly after school 
she met Richard Holthaus and 
they were married in 1956. 
They celebrated 66 years of 
marriage on January 7, 2022. 
Marlene worked at Travel 
Plaza, Center Drug and then 
Coborn’s Pharmacy in Clear-
water until she retired in 2008. 

Marlene was a gentle soul 
who was loved by everyone 
who knew her. She was an ac-
tive member at the St. Luke’s 
Church in Clearwater. Her 
faith and love of Jesus was a 
powerful driving force in the 
way she lived her life. Mar-
lene loved, bowling, reading, 
animals, the Vikings, and the 
Twins. 

 In ad-
dition to her 
parents, she 
was  pro-
ceeded in 
death by her 
sisters, Shir-
ley Loehr 
and Norma 
Mayer, then 
her brothers 
L a w r e n c e 
Jr, Gerald, 
Marvin, and 
Kenny. She 

is survived by her husband 
Richard and six children, 
Glenda (Jerry) Ruegemer, 
Russell Holthaus, Scott 
Holthaus, Ricky Holthaus, 
Rhonda Holder, Pamela (Paul) 
Klemz, 17 grandchildren, 26 
great-grandchildren, and 2 
great-great grandchildren.    

A Celebration of Life will 
be held at 1pm, Sunday April 
24th at the St. Augusta Le-
gion.  A Mass will be held at 
11 am, on Tuesday April 26th 
at St. Luke’s Catholic Church, 
with one hour visitation prior. 
Those who wish to remember 
Marlene in a special way may 
send flowers in her memory to 
the church, St. Luke’s Catho-
lic Church, 17545 Huber Ave 
NW, Clearwater MN 55320. 

Marlene Lucille Holthaus (Raden), Age 86
Clearwater, MN

January 19, 1936 – March 15, 2022
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The City of Kerkhoven, MN, Public Works Department, 
is seeking a full-time Public Works Supervisor starting 
immediately. A complete job description and benefi ts 
package is available upon request.

Minimum requirements: Possess a MN Class D Water 
Operator’s and Class C Sewer Operator’s License and able 

to obtain a Class B Driver’s License within 6 months of employ-
ment. Have a valid MN Class D Driver’s License and a satis-
factory driving record. All applicants will be required to have a 
physical and are subject to a drug test. Starting wages 
$53,830-$71,780 per year/DOQ, plus excellent 
benefi ts. This is a non-union position.
TO APPLY: All applicants must complete and submit an ap-
plication for employment packet. Application forms can be 
obtained at City Hall Monday-Thursday from 8am-5pm and 
Fridays 8am-noon or by calling 320-264-2581 or by email: 
kerkhovenclerk@gmail.com.
Submit completed applications in drop box or by mail to: City of 
Kerkhoven, 208 N 10th St, PO Box 116, Kerkhoven, MN 56252. 
The City of Kerkhoven is an Equal Opportunity Employer.
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to find out how 
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PURCHASE*

SENIOR & MILITARY
DISCOUNTS

TO THE FIRST
50 CALLERS!**

*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  **Offer valid at time of estimate only  
2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter 
as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at 
LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  
License# 50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  
License# 2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC 
License# H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registra-
tion# 366920918 Registration# PC6475  Registration# IR731804  Registration# 13VH09953900  Registration# PA069383  Suffolk 
HIC  License# 52229-H  License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

1-855-577-1268CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

BACKED BY A YEAR-ROUND 
CLOG-FREE GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm,  
Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

Get the most 
out of your lawn 
this spring.

1-833-912-3666

50%
OFF*

Your First 
Application

Save now with

*Requires purchase of annual plan. Special price is for fi rst Lawn application only. Requires 
purchase of annual plan, for new residential EasyPay or PrePay customers only. Valid at 
participating TruGreen locations. Availability of services may vary by geography. Not to be 
combined with or used in conjunction with any other offer or discount. Additional restrictions 
may apply. Consumer responsible for all sales tax. †Purchase of annual lawn plan required for 
Healthy Lawn Analysis, which is performed at the fi rst visit. ◆Guarantee applies to annual plan 
customers only. BBB accredited since 07/01/2012. ©2022 TruGreen Limited Partnership. All 
rights reserved. In Connecticut, B-0153, B-1380, B-0127, B-0200, B-0151.

SCHEDULE YOUR 
APPOINTMENT TODAY!
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