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Also inside...
• Structural Buildings Celebrates their 35th year!
• Big Lake has Car Condos!
• Make your home Eco-Friendly!
• Development Update for Big Lake!
• Norm’s Farm Market!
...And lots more!

MARLENA AND GARRETT 
WILLIAMS are the owners of G&M 
Outdoor Landscaping. Their crew con-
structed and designed the retaining wall 
(above) and rock bed for a home this 
past summer. See their story on page 11. 
(Photos by Bill Morgan).
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With the winding down 
of summer and trees begin-
ning to burst in color, we at 
the Patriot are proud to pro-
vide our readers with this 
important 2020 Fall Home 
Guide.

Important you say? 
Why is that?

Well, this guide is ex-
actly what it is touted for...
to be your guide for any 
last-minute DIY projects 
around the house or to find 
a specialist who can assess 
your needs, plan your proj-
ect and/or bring it to fruition.

Take a look at the mer-
chants who are advertising 
here. They are the lifeblood 

of your community and they 
would love to get the oppor-
tunity to provide their import-
ant services to you. By you 
shopping local, the dollars 
you spend remain in your 
own community and keeps 
the small business owners 
thriving!

Better yet, as you skim 
through this guide, take a 
moment or two to read a few 
paragraphs about a few of the 
local businesses who have re-
cently opened, expanded their 
operations or are celebrating a 
milestone. 

Thinking of moving? 
Check out the numerous Re-
altors who are advertising 
here or read the story on the 
new development opportu-
nities in Big Lake. 

Need some landscaping 
done? Check out G&M Ser-
vices.

Looking for extra stor-
age this fall and winter? 
Structural Buildings, cele-
brating 35 years in business, 
is just a phone call away.

So keep this guide 
handy this fall as you start 
to plan for the change of 
seasons. You’ll be glad the 
Patriot is your guide!
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Over 25 years of service 
as an American Family
Agent in Becker

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Monday-Friday 9am-5pm
American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,

6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783
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Jim and Sue Stodola
763-232-7820

  sjsnco@yahoo.com

Call for more information.

www.arvolabuilders.com

6 TOWN SERIES PLANS AVAILABLE
Homes Starting From $260,000

NIXON II SOMERS UNION II

BERTRUM HENSHAWALBION II

BUILD THIS HOME TODAY!
Welcome to the Willow. This beautiful home features 2BRs 
and 1 BA all on the upper level. 990 finished sq. ft. on the 
upper level, finish the lower level and add equity instantly. 
Beautiful custom cabinetry, vaulted ceiling, stainless steel 
aplliances, 3-stall garage, washer & dryer. You can choose 

your own finishes when you build! 
Come out to Elk Wynd Creek and build your home.

Photo of similar home

Elk 
Wynd 
Creek

Call today 
for more 

information!

BUILD THIS HOME TODAY!
Welcome to Norway III. Features include 3BRs and 

2 BAs, all on the upper level and a 3-car 
garage. This home has over 1,320 finished sq. 

ft. on the upper level. Finish the LL and instantly 
build equity. Master BR has walk-in closet and pri-

vate BA. Vaulted ceilings in kitchen, dining 
and living rooms for an open concept home. 

Many lots available!

BUILD THIS HOME TODAY!
Welcome to Birchwood. This gorgeous 4-level 

home features 3 generous-sized BRs on the 
uper level. A full BA and a private master BA. 

The main level is open concept. This is a great 
entertaining space! The kitchen has a large cen-
ter island. There is an additional staircase that 
leads from the back of the garage to the third 
level laundry room. Other floor plans available. 

Come and have a look!

Becker, MN

Photo of similar home Photo of similar home
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(320) 743-3062
www.HausConstructionInc.com

Family Owned & Operated
Clear Lake, MN • MN Lic. #BC009240

CUSTOM
BUILT HOMES
Remodeling & Additions

CELEBRATING 50 YEARS IN BUSINESS!

By Bill Morgan 
Editor

Say hello to Autumn! (Already?)
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Structural Buildings is 
celebrating its 35th anniver-
sary this month. They have 
been a big part in the growth 
of Becker, and they continue 
to build anything from mas-
sive farm complexes and 
warehouses to little hobby 
pole barns in residents’ 
backyards.

Starting Up
Al Stewart, founder of 

Structural Buildings, started 
working in construction right 
out of high school. Once 
the company he worked for 
started to let some of his 
coworkers go, Al decided 
it was time to start his own 
business. He started his 
own company in 1983, and 
two years later, he changed 
the company into Structural 
Buildings.

He started in St. Au-
gusta, where he ran the busi-
ness from an office and a 
warehouse. After awhile, he 
saw an opportunity to move 
into Becker- a city that was 
on the rise. He purchased a 
closed-down bar/restaurant 
on first street and converted 

it into his headquarters. The 
former owners of the restau-
rant he renovated later asked 
Stewart to construct a new 
restaurant for them- The 
Refuge in Orrock. 

After years of working 

out of Becker, a storm de-
stroyed the building’s roof. 
But Al chose to see this as 
an opportunity. Instead of 
just replacing the roof, he 
built a second level onto the 

STRUCTURAL BUILDINGS’ founder, Al Stewart (left), 
and current president, Chad Stewart (right), pose in front of 
the Structural Buildings sign. (Photo by Katherine Cantin.) 

Structural Buildings; 
35 years & counting

STRUCTURAL to page 5



building, creating the familiar building Becker residents know today.
In the beginning, Al focused mostly on farm buildings, but he started to move into resi-

dential as the years went by. He branched into commercial when Doug Huseby hired him to 
help build Becker Furniture World. Over the years, Structural Buildings has been responsible 
for many of the additions to the now-massive furniture store. 

Challenges Over the Years
Al said that the biggest challenge for the company was in 2008, when the real estate in-

dustry took a big hit. The company had to cut down salaries for employees in order to make 
it through the turbulent time. They did make it through, however, by taking the opportunity 
to focus more on commercial buildings and on roofing, rather than just residential. Al says a 
lot of his employees were so loyal to the company, even after going through those hard times 
they continue to work for him today. 

In 1995, Al faced another setback. An electrical fire destroyed one of his lumberyards. He 
said resilience and grit would always get him through the tough times, and he was always on 
the lookout for new opportunities.

Seizing new opportunities
Al is always looking out for new opportunities, a quality which has served him well over 

his 35 years at the company. He wasn’t content to just build pole barns for farmers his whole 
life- although he still does do this, never forgetting his roots. He made sure to branch out into 
residential and commercial buildings as well, diversifying his business.

Al was one of the first in the industry to construct post-frame homes. Back then, people 
couldn’t see past building pole barns, but Al was happy to lead the way.

He also created Structural Buildings’ sister company, Structural Towers. This business 
focused on building cell towers. At first, Structural Towers did a lot of work for the state of 
Minnesota, but in more recent years they have been contracting for some privately-owned 
businesses as well. Al said he saw Structural Towers as a way to branch out into something 
that was already fairly familiar to him. It was a way to grow overhead for his main business. 

Al said that the difficulties in 2020 ar-
en’t as severe as the real-estate crash in 
2008. A lot of Structural Buildings’ business 
had been under contract several months in 
advance, and the people that hired the com-
pany were ready to charge ahead despite the 
uncertainty in the world. Al said that after the 
short dip in the economy, things came back 
strong. People still want to hire Structural 
Buildings’ services- the real estate market 
is in full swing. The only trouble Al has is 
trying to obtain materials, which has been a 
problem in every industry. 

Like Father like Son
Chad Stewart succeeded his father as 

the president of the company. Al isn’t com-
pletely retired yet- anyone who meets him 
can tell he doesn’t have much intention of 
slowing down too much- but the leadership 
of the company now falls to Chad. 

Chad was involved in Structural Build-
ings from a young age. As a teenager, he 
worked odd jobs around the business, such 
as picking up scraps in the lumberyard, and 
he would spend his summers on a construc-
tion crew. After he graduated, Chad began 
to work for his dad as a construction worker 
full time, later moving into a field supervis-
ing position, and then into operations man-
agement. 

Chad says he loved seeing the passion 
that Al had for the job. He was always mak-
ing something new and having the satisfac-
tion of seeing it come together.
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HOME
CONSTRUCTION

LOANS FROM A BANK THAT WILL
KEEP YOU SMILING!

Sherburne
State Bank

Residential New 
Construction • Home 

Additions • FHA 
• Remodels • Refinancing 
• Land Loans • VA • USDA
Rural Development Loans

From first home buyers to second
homes to remodels or the home addi-

tion – we have the loan program to
get you financed. No money down

options available.
MICHELLE ANDERSON

763-271-7178
manderson@sherburnestatebank.com

NMLS# 739964

TANYA DANIELSON
763-262-2309

tdanielson@sherburnestatebank.com
NMLS# 509843

Three locations to serve you…
Becker Branch

1122550000  SSHHEERRBBUURRNNEE  AAVVEE  ••  776633--226611--44220000
P rinceton Branch

113366  NN  RRUUMM  RRIIVVEERR  DDRR  ••  776633--338899--44009999

Monticello Branch
11220000  SSTTAATTEE  HHWWYY  2255  SS  ••  776633--227711--77117777

WWWWWW..SSHHEERRBBUURRNNEESSTTAATTEEBBAANNKK..CCOOMM

Sherburne State Bank SHG19.qxp_Layout 1  3/26/19  12:12 PM  Page 1

office: 763.432.7640
cell: 763.227.6681

carladswanson1@gmail.com

3495 Northdale Blvd., Suite 200
Coon Rapids, MN 55448

office: 763.432.7640
cell: 612.735.7586

rbswanson1966@gmail.com

Carla Swanson

Brad Swanson

Realty Group FHG20.indd   1Realty Group FHG20.indd   1 9/15/20   3:20 PM9/15/20   3:20 PM

STRUCTURAL from page 4

STRUCTURAL to page 6
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SERVING THE ENTIRE METRO & SURROUNDING AREAS SINCE 1967

www.c-sblacktopping.com

763-428-2225
Free Estimates

Schedule a Consultation to Get Started!

Cory Nuest
763.271.7216

cnuest@cortrustmortgage.com
NMLS # 402524

Bank ID 405612 | NMLS 458038

Home improvements
made simple.simple.

Cor-Trust FHG20.indd   1Cor-Trust FHG20.indd   1 9/15/20   4:06 PM9/15/20   4:06 PM

763-263-2058

SINCE 1967!

M-F, 9:30 – 5pm

17000 205th Ave., Big Lake

• Vinyl Planking 
• Wood Flooring 

• Vinyl
• Carpet

Ray's Carpet FHG20.indd   1Ray's Carpet FHG20.indd   1 9/14/20   3:48 PM9/14/20   3:48 PM

Call me, Kathy Nelson, for all your 
real estate needs 612.219.8644

ALL SEASONS
R E A L  E S T A T E

LOOKING TO BUY OR 
SELL? GIVE ME A CALL!
With 20 years of experience, I 

would love to help!

Projects
Structural Buildings has cre-

ated some amazing buildings over 
the years. There is, of course, 
Becker Furniture World. They 
also tackled a project in Olivia – 
a giant farm complex including 
areas to store cattle, warehouses 
for produce, and even a plane han-
gar for the crop-dusters. They’ve 
done some work in Becker’s in-
dustrial park, and of course they 
have continued to improve their 
own facilities. 

Moving Forward
Chad is excited to continue 

moving forward and diversify-
ing into different areas as he can. 
But he never wants to forget the 
company’s roots with smaller 
constructions. The Stewarts at-
tribute their success to the strong 
team that they have. They hope 
to continue to work in Becker 
as the city grows, but they are 
also working around the state 
and even in a couple other states. 
They will continue to tackle new 
projects. Chad says, “We are big 
enough to get the job done, but 
small enough to care.”

STRUCTURAL from page 5

www.preferredtitle.biz

113 West Broadway
Monticello, MN

 763-295-6140
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B E C K E R 
F U R N I T U R E 
WORLD’S addi-
tions were added 
in part by Struc-
tural Buildings. 
(Photo by Kath-
erine Cantin.)

CONCEPT ART DEPICTING A SELF STORAGE UNIT set to be built in St. 
Cloud hangs on Al Stewart’s office wall. (Submitted photo.)
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EVERYDAY PEOPLE.
EXCEPTIONAL RESULTS.

SERVING CENTRAL 
MINNESOTA & BEYOND!

www.HallerRealtyHomes.com
Becker Office

12908 1st Street
763-207-6683

Kyle Haller
Broker/Owner

320-266-4567

Roger Haller
Broker/Manager

320-267-8066

Dave Miller
Realtor/Auctioneer
320-266-4817

Bob Crane
Realtor

612-790-3842

Jason Eatros
Realtor/Builder

612-221-1265

Toni Knutson
Realtor

612-221-2956

Dave Anderson
Realtor

320-249-7026

Tony Rusher
Realtor/Asst. Mgr.
763-442-3303

Joshua Kottke
Realtor

763-377-2764

Christine Tvedt
Realtor

320-420-3183

Nick Pangerl
Realtor

612-695-8136

Tom Nordin
Realtor

763-807-0367

Sauk Rapids Office
1310 2nd Street N

320-255-1911

Samm Humphreys
Office Assistant

763-482-4482

Call us for 
a FREE 
Market 

Analysis!

PROOF O.K. BY: _____________________________ O.K. WITH CORRECTIONS BY:___________________________

PLEASE READ CAREFULLY • SUBMIT CORRECTIONS ONLINE

ADVERTISER: AMERICAN DOORWORKS PROOF CREATEDAT: 8/2/2019 2:25 PM
SALES PERSON: Marla Warner PROOF DUE: -
PUBLICATION: CT-MAGAZINES GLOSSY NEXT RUN DATE: 09/07/19
SIZE: 7.875 col X 5 in

CT-0000397769.INDD

Garage Doors • Garage Door Service & Repairs
Garage Screen Doors • Garage Door Openers & Accessories

www.americandoorworks.com 320-253-1310

American Door Works is Central MN leading provider of residential and commercial overhead
doors and openers since 1972. Let us show you how to enhance the style and security of

your home. You will see why we say “It’s so much more than a garage door”
CT-0000397769

Fall is here. It’s time to start 
thinking snow removal!

Now bidding commercial and residential snow plowing. We offer snowplowing, blowing, 
shoveling and salting for home or business. Monthly or per visit billing - 1” or 2” triggers - On-
line bill pay available. Call 612-875-2677 to request an estimate. www.gmoutdoorservices.net

Now bidding commercial and residential snow plowing.
We offer snowplowing, blowing, shoveling and salting for home or business.

Monthly or per visit billing - 1” or 2” triggers - Online bill pay available
Call 612-875-2677 to request an estimate.

StatePoint

With families spending more 
time at home, messes are on re-
peat and cleanups are often an 
hourly routine. At the same time, 
many households are looking to 
reduce their environmental im-
pact affordably.

The good news is that sav-

ing money and the planet can 
go hand-in-hand at home. To 
green up your clean up and create 
healthier spaces, consider these 
tips:

Reduce and Reuse
Ditch paper towels for reus-

able cloths and sponges. Make 
sure to wash them regularly on the 
highest heat setting (dishwasher 

for sponges, washing machine for 
cloth) to avoid spreading messes 
around. Your old t-shirts and tow-
els make fantastic reusable clean-
ing tools. Use old towels on your 
refillable sweeper mops, and cut 
t-shirts into large squares to be 
used as rags and dusting cloths.

Opt for 
Green Cleaners

Over 50 percent of people are 
looking for cleaning products that 
reduce the number of harsh chem-
icals their families are exposed to, 
according to a Lightspeed/Mintel 
survey. If that describes you, con-
sider solutions working for other 
consumers, such as Art of Green 
multipurpose cleaning sprays and 
wipes. Recently named number 

one in the Green Cleaning cat-
egory by Product of the Year 
USA, the nation’s largest con-
sumer-voted award for product 
innovation, these cleaning sup-
plies are as tough on grease and 
grime as mainstream brands, but 
free of harsh chemicals and cost 
far less than most green cleaners. 
They are also safe for use around 

Eco-friendly home cleaning hacks...
Make your home green this fall

kids and pets, safe for sensitive skin and 
not tested on animals, making them a good 
choice at a time when families are looking 
to cut back expenses, and make the switch 
to more natural products.

“This is the perfect time to take steps 
toward a greener home,” says Erin Chase, 
founder of $5 Dinners and Art of Green 
“cleanfluencer.” “As a busy mom of four 
boys, it’s the first affordable green cleaning 
option I’ve tried that actually works.”

To find Art of Green, visit artofgreen.
com or purchase at Target.com. Follow the 
brand on Instagram and Facebook for their 
cleaning tips and tricks.

Foster Cleaner Air
Skip store-bought air fresheners. In-

stead, simply boil lemon, cinnamon, cloves 
or any favorite plant for a natural, lasting 
aroma. You can further promote fresh air 
at home simply by opening windows when-
ever possible. The Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention recommends doing so 
to reduce the spread of coronavirus.

For a healthy home, prioritize cleaning 
habits that reduce your environmental im-
pact and limit the harsh chemicals to which 
your family is exposed.
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Building Relationships

with Hometown Service Since 1932

240 Main Street, Foley, MN 56329
320-968-6291 • www.foleylumber.com

FOLEY LUMBER & MILACA BUILDING CENTER  
LET US HELP YOU MAKE YOUR BUILDING 

DREAMS A REALITY 

BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS WITH 
HOMETOWN SERVICE

100 3rd Ave SW, Milaca, MN 56353
320-983-2132 • www.milacabuildingcenter.com

BUILDING CENTER

Building Relationships

with Hometown Service Since 1932

By Bill Morgan, 
Staff Writer

Big Lake is considered one of 
the youngest and fastest growing 
cities in the State of Minnesota. 

Prospective businesses look-
ing to find a home will have a 
positive development and/or ex-
pansion experience by choosing 
Big Lake including: a welcoming 
and friendly relationship with 
city staff, local and regional fi-
nancial incentives, a workforce 
with Midwest talent and ethics, 
variety of housing types, a strong 
school district, access to a full 
service community hospital, and 
opportunities to participate in the 
many exciting community events 
that Big Lake has found to be suc-
cessful. The City of Big Lake is 
primed for business success!

Past utility infrastructure 
investments have prepared Big 
Lake for capacity expansion for 
years to come, and have created 
unique opportunities to reduce 
risk for developers. Multiple sites 
have been certified under the 
Shovel Ready Program that offer 
public utilities, three-phased elec-
tricity, along with a high-speed 
fiber broadband connection.

The City of Big Lake has 
been seeing tons of development 
throughout their region recently 
and two rental housing projects 
are drawing some notices.

The Crossings, Phase II
Duffy Development Com-

pany, Inc. issued a building 
permit in July of last year for a 
38-unit affordable, multi-family 
rental structure on 129 Henry 
Road and 145 Henry Road.

Currently, the company is 
leasing up the units as the project 
builds towards completion. 

Big Lake Community De-
velopment Director Hanna Klim-
mek says Duffy is operating on 
a partial certificate of occupancy 
as finishing materials are getting 
difficult to obtain.

The project valuation is  
$7,078,000.

Station Street Apartments
Kuepers, Inc. is developing 

an apartment complex at 19560 
Station Street and 19568 Station 
Street in Big Lake. They submit-

ted a building permit applica-
tion in April of this year and 
are working in phases to bring 
affordable housing to Big 
Lake.

At completion, there will 
be 105 newly constructed, 
market rate, multi-family 
rental units – Phase 1 and 
Phase 2 are currently under 
construction (70 units) and a 
building permit application is 
under review for their pool.

The project valuation is  
$6,200,000 (for the first 70 units).

Big Lake has been subject 
to a consistently low vacancy 
rate for rental units (0-1.7%). 
A healthy vacancy rate for any 
community is around 5%. Due to 
this, Big Lake is attracting rental 
housing developers as their mar-
ket studies show a demand for 
their product. 

According to the Sherburne 
County Housing Study that was 
completed in June of 2020, Big 
Lake is projected to make the 
largest numeric growth in popu-
lation in Sherburne County, gain-
ing 2,875 people between 2020 
and 2030.

BLEDA
The Big Lake Economic De-

velopment Authority (BLEDA) 
advises the Big Lake City Coun-
cil on matters related to Economic 
Development within the city and 
township. 

BLEDA meets at 6 p.m. 
on the second Monday of each 
month (unless rescheduled or 
otherwise notes as a special meet-
ing) in the Big Lake City Hall 
Council Chambers, 160 Lake St 
N. The Authority is composed 
of nine members including: Alan 
Heidemann (President/Commis-
sioner),  Ken Geroux (Vice Pres-
ident/Commissioner), VACANT 
(Treasurer/Council Liaison), 
Jim Dickinson (Commissioner), 
J. Brian Calva (Commissioner), 
Greg Green (Commissioner) and 
Mike Wallen (Council Liaison).

The EDA Executive Director 
is Klimmek, the Secretary is Cor-
rie Scott and the Assistant Trea-
surer is Deb Wegeleben.

Affordable housing a big part of Big Lake

THE CROSSINGS PHASE II is a 38-
unit multi-family structure on Henry Road 
in Big Lake. (Photos By Bill Morgan).

THE STATION STREET APARTMENTS is 
a 70-unit apartment structure along Station Street 
in Big Lake.
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TRUEMAN WELTERS
1600 HWY 55 E
BUFFALO, MN 55313
763-682-2200



StatePoint

Each American throws 
out about 4.5 pounds of 
trash per day, according 
to the U.S. Environmen-
tal Protection Agency. By 
incorporating the “Three 
Rs” (Reduce, Reuse and 
Recycle) into routines, you 
can help divert some of this 
waste away from landfills 

to help protect the environ-
ment.

Here are a few ideas 
for changing your habits to 
be more eco-friendly:

Reduce
Up to 40 percent of 

food produced in the U.S. 
is wasted, according to the 
Natural Resources Defense 
Council. In addition to the 
unnecessary strain on water 

and land resources, the ex-
cess food that ends up in 
landfills produces methane, 
a powerful greenhouse gas 
that contributes to global 
climate change.

By carefully planning 
before going to the grocery 
store, you will be more 
likely to purchase only 
what you and your family 
will realistically eat. 

Reuse
There are many ways 

you can incorporate the 
“reuse” concept into your 
food routines. At the gro-
cery store, bring your own 
reusable tote bag to avoid 
single-use plastic at check-
out. Take this concept a 
step further with refillable 
containers, which can be 
used to stock up on bulk 

foods. 
When packing lunches 

for the family, ditch the 
single-use baggies, utensils 
and sandwich wraps and 
switch to reusable BPA-
free, eco-friendly alterna-
tives.

Finally, when it comes 
to hydration, you can make 
a huge impact simply by 
stocking your fridge with 

a water filter pitcher 
and using reusable 
water bottles.

Recycle
Until recently, 

toothpaste tubes 
haven’t been recy-
clable because most 
are made of a mixed 
material that doesn’t 
have a second life. 
Now, you can recy-
cle your toothpaste 
tube with a first-of-
its-kind recyclable 
tube from Tom’s of 
Maine. Several of 
the brand’s popular 

toothpastes are available 
in the new tube, with all 
full size Tom’s of Maine 
toothpastes available in the 
recyclable tube by the end 
of 2020.

To recycle the tube at 
home, check the back for 
the blue flag, which indi-
cates that the toothpaste 
tube can be placed in your 
recycle bin with #2 plastics. 
If your town doesn’t accept 
#2 plastic, you can recycle 
your toothpaste tubes and 
other oral and personal care 
products, regardless of the 
brand, through the Tom’s 
of Maine Natural Care 
Recycling Program with 
TerraCycle. To learn more, 
visit TomsOfMaine.com.

By making simple, 
eco-conscious changes 
in your daily routine, you 
can take meaningful steps 
toward helping protect the 
environment.
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14650 Co Rd 75 NW
Monticello, MN 55362

Open: Mon-Fri 7am - 4pm, Sat: 7am - Noon

• Decorative Rock • Landscape Supplies
• Screened Topsoil • Wood Mulches • Synthetic Turf 

• All Types of Driveway Aggregates • Drainage Supplies
• Fieldstone Boulders & Steps • Natural Quarry Stone Products 

• Rubber Mulches & Landscape Products
• Play/Volleyball/Mason Sand
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New Construction
Remodeling
Basement Finishes

Storm Damage
Siding • Roofing
Finish Carpentry

Ask About Our
Financing Options

MN License BC688026 • ND License 52310 A

3 Simple Steps to Help Protect the Environment



By Bill Morgan, 
Staff Writer

Garrett and Marlena Wil-
liams — a brother and sister team 
with entrepreneurial ambition 
and youth — will soon have a 
home in Becker’s Business Park 
thanks to the Huseby family.

Garrett, 20, and Marlena, 23, 
are the owners of G&M Outdoor, 
a landscaping outfit that is grow-
ing by leaps and bounds since 
they first opened their doors in 
2017. They originally had been 
operating their business out of 
Big Lake — which is where Gar-
rett and Marlena both live — and 
had a business address in Mon-
ticello. Since their start-up date, 
they have been on the lookout for 
a home where they could build a 
dream office for their successful 
endeavor.

After doing extensive re-
search at various lots throughout the region, 
Garrett said he found what he envisioned to 
be a perfect home for the business he and his 
sister created. They looked into the owner-
ship of the land right behind the Becker Fur-

niture World warehouse along Commerce 
Ave.

Jim Huseby (of Becker Furniture World) 
was listed as the owner and when Garrett 
asked if he was willing to sell, Huseby told 

him “no.”
“It was, at first, a bit frustrating that they 

didn’t want to sell, but things changed in 
about a week,” said Garrett.

Huseby reconsidered and within days, 
he called Garrett back and they negotiated 
a deal.

“We liked the location a lot and the 
availability to get vehicles in and out of the 
Business Park,” said Marlena. “The lot size 
is perfect, the price was good and it is easy 
access.”

And the Williamses also had a great ex-
perience going through the city to get all the 

permits, licenses and zoning issues worked 
out.

The new building will be approximately 
4,500 sq. ft. with office space attached for 
another 1,800 sq. ft. They plan to have a 
showroom off to the side with examples of 
their work and projects they are working on.

Construction of the new facility is slated 
for the spring with completion due around 
September/October of 2021. They plan to 
use Structural Buildings to construct their 
state-of-the-art amenity. They work with 
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Have a business you are trying to build?
We can help! To advertise in the Patriot, 

call Carol, Mary or Heidi at  763-275-0275

Have a business you are trying to build?

	

 

Your Local Independent Agent 
 

BECKER AGENCY 
763.261.4201 

  WWW.STEILINS.COM 
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LIZ FAGEN 763-772-8011 • Liz.Fagen@results.net

Call Liz Fagen Home Group First!

BUYING OR 
SELLING A HOME? 
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MARLENA AND GARRETT WILLIAMS have built a 
growing landscape business in just a few, short years. By next 
fall, they hope to be moving into their new facility located in 
the Business Park of Becker. (Photo by Bill Morgan).

G&M Outdoor Services plants itself in Becker

G&M OUTDOOR to page 14
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— MArket leader for 20 consecutive years!—— MArket leader for 20 consecutive years!—
Thank you for your business!

* Based on information from the REGIONAL MULTIPLE LISTING SERVICE OF MINNESOTA, INC. for 2020 and for the leading market share Brokers with greater than 1/5 market share. This 
report is based on closed transactions (closed sales by listing company plus closed sales by selling company) for all property types and is deemed reliable but not guaranteed.

Monticello Office 763-295-3456 • edinarealty.com

Who’s Selling Homes in Becker?*

Edina Realty

RE/MAX Results

Keller Williams Integrity NW

Coldwell Banker

Haller Realty, Inc.

Market Share Leaders Jan. 1 - Sept. 16, 2020
62

36

25

14

13

Edina Realty Home Services is built 
for times like these. Our brokerage, 
mortgage, insurance and title 
companies are working together 
and innovating together to ensure 
a safe and successful closing.

If you’re thinking of buying or selling, call one of these Real Estate specialists today!

Shelly Matuska
Managing Broker
763-221-7050

Jeff Stephens
Mortgage Officer

612-743-7315
NMLS #400831

McAlpin Team
Bruce 612-669-6324
Bonnie 612-219-2373

Stanger Team
Mary Jo 612-219-0522

Amy 612-845-8374

Sara Waytashek 
612-298-3608

Lisa Salfer
952-381-4343

Cruz-Longley Team
Mike 763-443-4492

Maribel 763-458-5265

Andy Sopher
763-221-1124

Angela Caine
952-564-2025

Judy Ann Hansen
612-232-8654

Laurie McLeod
320-980-6524

Ray Clark
612-616-0633

Ryan Benjamin
763-339-7119

Coudron Team
Wally 763-286-1998
Kim 763-286-4157

Heitz Group
Shirlee Heitz

612-810-2421
Stacey Stanley

763-443-1943
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Fire & Water Damage  
(320) 743-3440 

www.royalrenovations.net 

• Carpet Cleaning  

• Mold Remediation  

• Content Restoration 

Bitzer 
Garage Doors, LLC

Garage Doors 
Electric Openers

Sales• Service • Repairs
Installation

www.bitzergaragedoors.com

763-295-5366
Call Dan Bitzer: 763-286-0128
Call Scott Bitzer: 763-286-0136
e-mail: BitzerGarageDoors@tds.net

30+ Years of Experience • FREE ESTIMATES

Plaisteds, Hassan and B&B Sod to get ma-
terials and stay true and loyal to their dis-
tributors.

The Williamses — despite their young 
ages — have years of experience working 
in a concrete and masonry family business. 
Garrett spent six years there learning the 
skills and being mentored and Marlena spent 
four years in an office 
setting working in office 
administration, human re-
sources and marketing.

“We didn’t have any 
schooling in the areas of 
running a business but we 
gained our experience on 
the job and as we went 
along,” said Marlena.

Marlena continues to 
handle office administra-
tion while Garrett takes 
care of all sales and oper-
ation.

“He is the face of the 
business,” she said.

G&M Outdoor had a crew of 25 workers 
last year and it grew to around 35 this year 
and despite the coronavirus setback for many 
businesses, COVID-19 has not affected the 
Williams’ business in the negative at all.

“We kinda believe it helped us a little 
because people were staying home more and 

looking for ways to improve their homes and 
land while sort of being quarantined,” said 
Garrett. “Our goal is not to be the biggest 
in the landscaping business but the best, and 
people are responding to our services.”

What sets G&M Outdoor apart from oth-
ers in the area is their willingness to commu-
nicate with the customer to get things right, 

to provide a quick turn-around on projects, 
provide a solid warranty for the life of the 
project and stake their reputations on the 
quality they provide.

G&M Outdoor works within commer-
cial and residential and are willing to travel 
to complete work within a 45-60 minute 
radius of their home in Becker. Outside of 

G&M OUTDOOR from page 11

the warmer months, G&M Outdoor also pro-
vides snowplowing services for residential 
and commercial businesses with their six 
skid steers, six plow trucks and one front-
end loader.

Many of Garrett & Marlena’s employees 
have been with the company since the start or 
from very early on. The Williamses say they 
build a trust with each employee and an un-
derstanding of their roles and what they need 
to do to get the job done right and on time.

“We hope to provide a great working 
environment for the workers so they see 
their job as more than just a paycheck,” said 
Garrett. “Our values as an organization is to 
create a safe, positive, and uplifting work 
environment that everyone wants to be in.”

Speaking of family, Garrett and Marlena 
have also hired their brother, Jamison, who 
plays a key role in everyday operations man-
aging the landscape and snow crews.

Also on board are Gage Crosby (Asst. 
landscape foreman), Caleb Clark (Asst. land-
scape foreman),  Brock Potthoff (landscaping 
crew), Jordan Gruenes (landscaping crew), 
Noah Carson (landscaping crew),  Connor 
Eickhoff (landscaping crew), Nathan Bus-
cher (landscaping crew) and Justin Sonmor 
(landscaping crew).

G&M Outdoor is always looking for 
hardworking, reliable people to join their 
team. Interested individuals are asked to call 

G&M OUTDOOR to page 15

Save even more with Geo-Thermal!
 Call & ask us how!

Call 320.253.4859   www.MechEnergy.comHEATING

PLUMBING

Call 320.253.4859 MechEnergy.com

COOLING

ELECTRIC

We believe your home should be safe, comfortable, durable                   

with continuing education and training to ensure we are offering             
the very latest in comfort solutions.

Heating, Cooling, Plumbing, & Electrical

L OC A L  P L U M B IN G  S P E C IA L IS TYour Heating, Cooling, Plumbing and Electrical experts

7

YOUR HEATING, COOLING, PLUMBING & ELECTRICAL EXPERTS



Marlena at 612-554-4941 or 
email one’s resume to mar-
lena@gmoutdoorservices.
com.

If one thing is for sure, 
G&M Outdoor Services ap-
pears to be in it for the long 
haul. And to its employees 
and workers, Garrett & Mar-
lena have created a stirring 
landscape.

“When we started this, I 
wanted to create a work en-
vironment that would make 
me want to spend the rest of 
my life being a part of,” said 
Garrett. “I think we’ve done 
that.”
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Annandale   Maple Lake   Clearwater
www.lakecentralbank.com

LakeCentraL
BANKING • INSURANCE • INVESTMENTS

All your financial 
needs under one 

roof!

Lake Central Bank FHG20.indd   1Lake Central Bank FHG20.indd   1 9/15/20   3:03 PM9/15/20   3:03 PM

G&M OUTDOOR from page 14

G&M OUTDOOR can provide all services for landscaping including rock 
beds, boulders and outdoor lighting on just about any terrain. (Submitted 
Photo).

G&M OUTDOOR has a full line of plow trucks to clear snow from residential 
and commercial businesses. (Submitted Photo).

StatePoint

Enhancing your back-
yard? Experts say that the 
sights and sounds of water 
features make them one of the 
most impactful additions to 
consider.

“Water features not only 
increase visual interest, but the 
bubbling sounds add a sense 
of calm to any outdoor space,” 
says landscape de-
signer, Doug Scott, 
of Redeem Your 
Ground in Atlanta, 
Ga. “They also 
attract birds, but-
terflies and more, 
literally bringing life 
into your backyard.”

So, how do you 
select the right water 
feature for your 
yard? According to 
Scott, here’s what to consider:

• Fountains: With a wide 
range of shapes, sizes and op-
tions to complement any space 
or budget, fountains are one 
of the most common types of 
water features for homeown-
ers across the country. They’re 
also relatively easy to install 
and maintain.

“Fountains create the 
sights and sounds my clients 
are looking for and they do it 
in a way that accommodates 
their potential space and bud-
get constraints,” says Scott.

• Water gardens and 
fishponds: Water gardens are 
gardens of plants that live in 
and around water. Best when 
incorporated into a natural 
setting, they enable homeown-
ers to add such vibrant plants 
as water lettuce, water lilies, 
horse tail, blue iris and sweet 
flag to their landscapes. Much 
like water gardens, fishponds 
are best incorporated into a nat-

ural setting, and contain many 
of the same plants.

“The added bonus of fish-
ponds is that you’ll be able to 
enjoy the beauty of koi and 
goldfish, while providing them 
a home,” says Scott.

Scott cautions that when 
compared to other water fea-
tures, fishponds do add ex-
pense and necessary periodic 
maintenance. Beyond stocking 
the pond, you’ll need a pump to 
aerate and circulate the water, 
as well as vegetation to create 

oxygen and provide a natural 
food source. Additionally, you 
must provide adequate protec-
tion for the fish from the land 
and air predators that will likely 
pay your pond a visit. On the 
plus side, fishponds will attract 
an abundance of non-predatory 
wildlife to your yard.

“Although adding a pond 
or water garden is more in-
volved than just buying a foun-

tain and plugging it 
in, the life it’ll bring 
to your family out-
doors is limitless,” 
Scott says.

• Waterfalls 
and streams: Wa-
terfalls and streams 
create a meander-
ing setting that 
helps you connect 
one space of your 
yard to another. 
Functionally, they 

also help manage draining. 
However, due to the engineer-
ing required for successful 
installation, Scott highly rec-
ommends most homeowners 
work with a professional on 
such a project. This minimizes 
the chances of things going 
wrong.

To learn more, check 
out the new Exmark Original 
video, “Done-In-A-Weekend 
Projects, Go With the Flow,” 
in which Scott discusses the 
various benefits, maintenance 

Sights and Sounds: Tips to enhance your backyard with water features
needs and other considerations 
of each water feature type. The 
episode can be found by vis-
iting Exmark.com/Backyard. 
Exmark’s Backyard Life is 
part of a unique multimedia 
destination focused on helping 
homeowners make the most of 

their backyard. While visiting 
the site, you can also access 
other Exmark Original Series, 
including “Prime Cuts,” “Do-
ne-In-A-Weekend Extreme 
Projects” and “Dream Yards.”

Installing a water feature 
in your yard is an effective way 

to add vitality and beauty to the 
space. However, it’s important 
to understand the long-term 
maintenance requirements of 
your specific project.
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By Katherine Cantin
Contributing Writer

Practically all of Becker’s residents 
are familiar with Norm’s Farm Market 
stand located north of Hwy 10 on the 
west side of Becker. 

Norman Johnson, at 87 years old, 
has been running his farm stand since 
the mid 70s, and doesn’t intend to retire 
soon. Norm can often be found mow-
ing the ditches alongside the roads near 
his farm, and he has a friendly word for 
anyone he meets.

Norm’s Early Life in Becker
Norm graduated from Becker High 

School in 1951, with a class size of 13 
students. He and his wife, Margaret, met 
when they were both teenagers. He saw 
her ice skating with her friends, so he 
pulled his car onto the ice and asked if 
she had ever ridden in a model T, and 
that he would like to take her out for a 
drive. They dated for a while, and then 
Norm was drafted into the army during 
WWII. After he retired from the army, 
he and Margaret got married and moved 
into his grandfather’s house, a small 
grey house that is still standing, across 

from Becker Schools.
In 1965, Norm’s father 

died, so Norm and Margaret 
moved to the farm to take 
over, while Norm’s mother 
and sister moved into the 
house in town. Norm said 
before then that he never 
imagined he would end up as 
a farmer, but that, in the end, 
he was happy to be one.

Leader in the Industry
Like his father before 

him, Norm was a member of 
the Pioneer Seed Company, 
which specialized in develop-
ing better seeds for farmers, as 
well as importing new plants 
and varieties from around the 
world. Norm worked with 
the company for 38 years, 
and took two trips to Hawaii 
with his wife for conventions. 
His relationship with Pioneer 
ended when they decided to 
move into other areas, but 
they were sure to send him a 
very personal thank-you letter 
for all the years he worked 

with them, which Norm proudly keeps 
in a frame in his office.

Norm was also one of the first farm-
ers in the area to use irrigation on his 
crops, and he helped introduce it to the 
community. He remembered a time be-
fore modern irrigation came along, and 
trying to get enough water for the plants 
from the slew (or swamp.)

Norm also used anhydrous ammo-
nia on his crops as it was first being 
introduced. Anhydrous ammonia is a 
chemical that combines with the mois-
ture in the soil and adds nitrogen. He 
had a  rig on his tractor that would add 
the chemical to the ground. 

Starting the Farm Stand
Pioneer would give away seed pack-

ets of sweet corn to their farmers. Norm 
grew some of this corn, and told his kids 
that he would help them to pick it. They 
made signs together, and the kids ran the 
very first Norm’s farm stand. Back then, 
it was still just a dirt road, but traffic had 
been starting to pick up a bit. He told 
his kids they could sell the corn for 25 
cents per dozen, and so when they came 
back to the house with $7.35 he was 

NORM JOHNSON SHOWS OFF A FOOTREST 
that he made while in high school. His teacher gave 
him an A, and even presented it at the PTA meeting. 
(Photo by Katherine Cantin.)

A history of Norm’s Farm Market

NORM’S FARM to page 17
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We are a locally owned business located on the north side of 
the Angell’s Construction building on Bank Street in Becker. 
Specializing in air, gas, spring cleanup equip-

ment and power tool rental. 
We also stock a variety of tent and party sup-
plies perfect for weddings, graduation parties 

and all your other party needs.

See us for all your 
party rental needs! 

Call now to reserve 
your rental date!

If you have any special requests for a tool or party equipment as we build 
our inventory, contact us: email, facebook, or website.

allpurposerentals@gmail.com
www.facebook.com/allpurposerentals

www.all-purpose-rentals.com

WE ARE TAKING
SPECIAL REQUESTS!

See us for your fall clean up 
equipment rental needs

Towable compressors for 
sprinkler blowouts 
NOW AVAILABLE!

Did you know 

NEWSPAPERS  
create community and 
help people feel more 

attached to where 
they live? 

Support your 
community by 

ADVERTISING 
in the 

Patriot today! 
763-275-0275

confused. Apparently, one patron was so happy 
with the corn, they left a 10 cent tip for the kid-
dos. 

The farm stand didn’t open again for the 
rest of the summer, but the Johnson family de-
cided to bring it back again the next year as a 
way to make a little extra money to buy new 
clothes and shoes for the kids.

The stand was expanded upon slowly over 
time. Eventually, Hwy. 10 expanded to get a 
passing lane, and there was a lot more traffic 
driving past Norm’s stand.

Norm’s Farm Today
Today, Norm is still farming, with help 

from his sons, Scott and Steve Johnson. He is 
still gardening, planting, tilling and mowing. In 
the summertime, Norm can often be spot-
ted mowing the ditches near his farm. He 
has been honored by the Adopt-A-Highway 
organization through MNDoT with a certif-
icate of commendation, which is framed in 

Norm’s office.
The farm stand is, of course, still open 

today. His granddaughter, Stacy, has been run-
ning the stand ever since his wife Margaret 
passed away. The stand is open every year from 
the end of June to the first of November, and it’s 
likely to be open every summer for a long time 
to come.

Hope for the Future
These are difficult times for farmers all 

around Minnesota and the whole nation. Norm 
said he and his family always got through hard 
times by working together. Everyone in given 
their set of tasks and everyone chips in to help. 
He said sticking together with the people you 
love is the best way to get through hard times.

NORM’S FARM from page 16

PIONEER SEED COMPANY sent this letter to 
Norm when they ceased working with him, thanking 
him warmly for his years of working with the company. 
(Photo by Katherine Cantin.)

NORM AND MARGARET JOHNSON POSE WITH 
THEIR FAMILY in a photo hanging on Norm’s living 
room wall. (Photo by Katherine Cantin.)

NORM’S FARM STAND is located north 
of Hwy. 10 on the west side of Becker. (Photo 
by Katherine Cantin.)



By Katherine Cantin
Contributing Writer

Richard Hinrichs and his team are de-
veloping Big Lake Car Condos in the lot just 
south of the Friendly Buffalo. Hinrichs says 
that it will be a place for a community of car 
lovers who can gather and discuss their vehi-
cles all while having a secure place to store 
their treasures. 

Groundbreaking
A groundbreaking ceremony took place 

at the construction site on Sept. 11. Many 
car enthusiasts were there, as well as city 
officials and family members of the devel-
opment crew. Although it was a brisk day, 
all were excited to pose with hard hats and 
shovels for an official groundbreaking photo. 

After taking photos, a moment of si-
lence was observed to honor the victims 
of 9-11.

Community
The vision for the Big Lake Car Con-

dos is to create a community for car en-
thusiasts to gather. Hinrichs said that car 
guys and gals just like to hang out with 
each other, as well as participate in car 
shows, tours, and charity events. Hinrichs 
has already had over 90 inquiries into the 
project, and has sold some units already. 
He expects that all the units will be sold 
out by spring.

Apart from the condos, there will be 
a community building in the form of a 
Route 66 1950s gas station that will be 
available for friends and family of the 
owners. Hinrich’s son, Paul, and daugh-
ter Jessica, are also involved in the project 
behind the scenes.

Opportunity
Having been in the car lift business 

for five years, Hinrichs was around several 
car condo communities across the Twin 
Cities. 

“All the other car condos I have vis-
ited are building more units and have a 
waiting list,” Hinrichs said. 

He saw a great opportunity and growth 
potential in the business, so he decided to 
bring the car condos to the Big Lake com-
munity.

Construction
Hinrichs is planning to construct eight 

units per building and to add more buildings 
over time. The project will cost around five 
million dollars to construct. He plans to build 
42 privately-owned condos over the next two 
years. Construction is beginning very soon 
and the first two buildings should be done in 
the spring.

Hinrich’s father, Cal, was in construction 
as Hinrichs was growing up. Cal Hinrichs 

designed a few differ-
ent shops, and he was a 
shop teacher at Big Lake 
Schools for 30 years. He 
also helped to build the 
Saron Lutheran Church, 
the Legion Club, and 
several houses.

Hinrichs took after 
his dad, building and 
remodeling houses, and 
now tackling the car 
condos project.

For more informa-
tion about the project, 
go to BigLakeCarCon-
dos.com.
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Purcell Plumbing 
& Heating Inc.
Registered Kohler Showroom

Residential and Commercial 
Service & Remodeling 

220 Sandberg Rd • Monticello
763-295-5445

www.purcellplumbingheating.com

THE GROUNDBREAKING CEREMONY for Big Lake Car Condos took place with several involved parties and city officials grabbing shovels 
and donning hard hats for a photo op.  From left to right: Dale Petrowski, Lisa Kuehn, Matthew Kuehn, Dan Weber, Paul Hinrichs, Sassy the dog, 
JoAnn Zimmel, Rick Zimmel, Jennifer DeMers, Lenny Rutledge, Hanna Klimmek, Richard Hinrichs, Mayor Mike Wallen, Gordy Berger, Tom Kern, 
Jim Swenson, John Patterson, Duane Deppa, Tim Suchy, Yvonne Blum, Nick Driessen, Gloria Vande Brake, Shane Shatka. (Photo by Katherine 
Cantin.)

Car Condos built for Big Lake car lovers

Oak Park Co-op Creamery
16623 Ironwood Rd NE, Oak Park320-968-7864 

Feed, seed, and farm supplies

CONCEPT ART FOR BIG LAKE CAR CONDOS depicts a great community for car lovers. (Photo taken from 
website.)
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By Katherine Cantin
Contributing Writer

Laura and Jeff Jones 
have reopened the gas sta-
tion in Orrock, with some 
help from their man-
agers Brendan, Jayme, 
and Robin. The Joneses 
have lived in Orrock for 
over 20 years and they 
also own the Sand Dunes 
Auto repair shop a couple 
doors down. 

Reopening
The store, which is 

a Marathon gas station, 
has been open for sev-
eral weeks and offers 
24-7 pay-at-pump fuel 
services. Inside, they sell 
pre-packaged bait and have 
a deli, along with other 
typical convenience store 
fare. The Joneses decided 
to purchase and reopen the 
gas station, off of country 
road 5 near county road 4, 
after its nine-month clo-

sure in order to support the 
other businesses on that 
road. Laura said that they 
needed a central hub in the 
area. Snow mobiles needed 
a place to refuel. Campers 
and wildlife enthusiasts 
needed a place to grab sup-
plies and snacks.

Upgrades to the store
After its closure, win-

ter took its toll on the build-
ing. Laura mentioned that 
everything inside needed 
at least some maintenance. 
The building as a whole 
needed a good cleaning, all 
the electronics were broken 

and needed to be replaced, 
the gas pumps were also 
replaced, and the build-
ing needed new pipe work 
done (for which she wishes 
to give a special thank you 
to Brian Heins and his 
plumbing company out of 
Zimmerman.) 

Goals for the Fu-
ture

The Joneses have 
put a lot of time, love 
and money into reopen-
ing the shop, and they 
have great hopes for 
the future. They want 
to eventually convert 
the old car wash, which 
is not operational now, 
into a bait and sporting 
goods shop. If they did 
this, they would be ex-
cited to offer live and 
fresh bait rather than 
just the pre-packaged 
kind they are currently 

selling. They also hope 
to soon offer more op-
tions in the deli area of 
the store. They will also 

change the sign outside to 
say Sand Dunes Food and 
Fuel. Laura is excited to 
finally fix the spelling error 
on the current sign. As soon 
as the shop has a full staff, 
they hope to have a grand 

opening event, but they 
don’t have one planned at 
the moment.

Store Hours
The store hours are 

Monday-Friday from 6a.m. 
to 9p.m., Saturday from 
8a.m. to 9p.m., and Sunday 
from 8a.m. to 8p.m.. Laura 
mentioned that these hours 
may change as they hire 
more staff and things begin 
to settle down.

A Big Thanks to the 
Community
Laura and Jeff want 

to give their most sincere 
thank yous to the friends 
and neighbors in the com-
munity who have given 
support. Laura says that 
they were moved by the 
kind words they have re-
ceived both on Facebook 
and from customers com-
ing in. The Jonses are ex-
cited for the future of the 
business.

THE SAND DUNES FOOD AND FUEL is open again with new owners, Jeff and Laura 
Jones.. They hope to soon change the sign to the new name, and get rid of the old, misspelled 
one. (Photo by Katherine Cantin.)

Sand Dunes Food and Fuel now open in Orrock

Hwy. 55 • Watkins, MN • 320-764-1000 
Hwy. 10 • St. Cloud, MN • 320-253-7878

www.miesoutland.com

WARNING: Off-road vehicles can be hazardous to operate. Always wear a helmet and take a safety training course.
®, ™ and the BRP logo are trademarks of 
Bambardier Recreational Products, Inc. or its 
affiliates.

Hwy. 55 • Watkins, MN • 320-764-1000 
Hwy. 10 • St. Cloud, MN • 320-253-7878

www.miesoutland.com

Always ride responsibly and safely. Observe all applicable 
laws and regulations. Please remember that riding and 
alcohol/drugs do not mix.

2021 
Models 

Arriving 
Daily!

Reserve 
Yours 
Today!
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StatePoint

While spending more time at 
home, you may have noticed the 
little things that need to be fixed, 
and small ways you can improve 
the appearance and functionality 
of your home. So why not use this 
time to test your skills with a few 
DIY projects?

Here are some easy, afford-
able tips to fix those items that 
have been nagging at you, as well 
as check off small projects that 
will boost your home’s aesthetic.

1). First impressions are ev-
erything. From your family and 
friends to the mail carrier, your 
front door greets everyone who 
comes to your home. But it can 
take a beating from weather and 
constant use, so revitalize it with a 
fresh coat of paint. Once the paint 
has dried, accent it with a new 
door knocker, hardware or address 
plate. Worried about drilling into 
the door? Secure these items with 

T-Rex Mounting Tape. Mounting 
tape is a strong, weather-resistant 
tape for heavy-duty projects that 
replaces nails, screws and staples.

2). Trim the walls. Accenting 
a room with wood trim is a quick 
way to add another level of depth 
and detail to the interior of your 
home, and it won’t cost a lot. 
Your local home improvement 
store can provide the best trim to 
fit your budget. For a smooth in-
stallation, ditch the nail gun and 
runny glues, and opt for a fast-ad-
hering super glue tape, which 
sticks on contact and works just 
as well as traditional nails.

3). Bolster your security. 
Feeling safe at home is import-
ant, and security cameras are a 
quick and easy solution to deter 
unwanted visitors and offer you 
peace of mind. If you’ve been toy-
ing with the idea of adding smart 
devices and cameras to the exte-
rior of your home, look to install 
them above high-risk entry points, 

such as the front door, back and 
side doors, and the garage. There 
are many great security cameras 
that can be easily mounted to the 
exterior of your home without 
professional installation.

4). Effortless gutter repair. 
One project to check off your list 
is fixing that leaky gutter you’ve 
been ignoring. Don’t worry, it’s 
not as daunting a task as it might 
seem. Simply wrap waterproof 
tape around the leak and smooth it 
around all of the gutter ridges for 
a tight seal. Formulated to with-
stand extreme temperatures from 
-70 to 200 degrees, the UV-resis-
tant formulation will prevent the 
tape from breaking down under 
harsh sunlight. Now how simple 
was that?

During these uncertain times, 
staying active and checking those 
to-dos off your list will give 
both you and your home a much 
needed refresher.

Home projects that don’t require a professional

for your 1x close Construction 
to Permanent Home Loan!

for your 1x close Construction 
to Permanent Home Loan! Ryan Davidson

Mortgage Lender
NMLS# 578081Call for a FREE CONSULTATION

Lock in low interest rates now 
for buying, refinancing, building 

or remodeling your home!

AMERICAN

HERITAGE 
BANK

Tim Smith
 Mortgage Lender 

NMLS# 533151
 

 
Long Prairie

(320) 732-6131
Browerville 

(320) 594-2215
Clearwater

(320) 558-2021
St. Cloud West
(320) 654-9555

 St. Cloud East
(320) 257-5000 Visit LogBank.com

for your 1x close Construction 
to Permanent Home Loan!

HAMMER It’s Time

Jessica Hempel
Mortgage Processor 

Denita Wisniewski
Mortgage Lender
NMLS# 405416

 Michael Loften
Mortgage Processor

Ryan Davidson
Mortgage Lender
NMLS# 578081

Jesse Lutgen
Mortgage Lender
NMLS# 488004

Avon 
(320) 356-7334 EQUAL HOUSING

 
L E N D E R
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u Specializing in custom heavy glass frameless
shower enclosures

ALSO SPECIALIZING IN 
WINDOW & 

SCREEN REPAIR!

305 FRANKLIN AVE NE • ST. CLOUD, MN 56304 • 320.251.1900
WWW.EASTSIDEGLASS-MN.COM

u Family owned and operated since 1953

u Several full size glass showers on
display in our showroom

u Showroom hours 8am-5pm. M-F

Can easily replace moisture clouded glass in your existing windows!

ryan hubbard   763.263.8334   hubmn.com

• FAMILY OWNED
   AND   OPERATED
• GREAT SERVICE
• REASONABLE RATES
 • SKILLED TECHNICIANS

LICENSE# EA693473

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • AGRICULTURAL

Hubbard Electric FHG20.indd   1Hubbard Electric FHG20.indd   1 9/15/20   4:03 PM9/15/20   4:03 PM
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Whether you’re building a new home 
or making exterior updates, there are many 
decisions you’ll have to make. 
Perhaps topping the list in impor-
tance is what materials you select 
for your roofing and siding. Not 
only do your selections impact 
your home’s curb appeal, but some 
choices have the potential to save 
you money and help increase your 
family’s safety.

Here are some things to con-
sider, as well as some of the rea-
sons why many building industry 
professionals and homeowners 
today are avoiding real wood prod-
ucts and steering toward compos-
ite shake alternatives instead:

• Long-Term Aesthetics: Real 
cedar shake roofing and siding is 
beautiful, particularly as it ages. 
Unfortunately, just as it begins to 
weather to a rich-looking color, it 
often becomes unserviceable due 
to deterioration. To get the authentic weath-
ered look of real cedar from day one, opt for 
composite materials. Those from DaVinci 
Roofscapes resist impact, fire, mold, algae, 
insects, salt air and high winds. Available 

in various colors and color blends, they will 
look as attractive as weathered cedar, but 
won’t curl, cup or split in the way wood 
does, so you get years of worry-free beauty.

• Fire: A Class A fire rating is the high-
est level of fire resistance a roofing system 
can achieve. While this is an important 
consideration for any homeowner, it should 
be a top priority for anyone living in wild-

fire-prone territories. Keep in mind that real 
cedar can burn easily, whereas fire-resistant 
composite shake siding and roofing offer 
peace-of- mind in this regard, acting as your 

family’s first line 
of defense against 
stray sparks.

• Insects: Un-
treated wood shin-
gles make for a 
yummy snack for 
termites and other 
bugs. Over time, 
these pests will 
destroy the integ-
rity of a home’s 
exterior. By opt-
ing for composite 
shake, you get the 
look of authentic 
wood without this 
hassle. Made of 
virgin resins, UV 
and thermal stabi-
lizers, composite 
shakes from Da-

Vinci Roofscapes, for example, are strong 
products that silverfish, termites, carpenter 
ants and beetles will leave be. In addition, 
products made from these materials resist 
fading, rotting and cracking.

• Impact: It takes just one bad storm 
to cause extensive damage to real cedar 
shake roofing and siding. However, you 
can expect more from your home exterior 
by selecting stronger materials, like com-
posite shake products with a Class 4 impact 
rating. This is particularly important if you 
live in a region that experiences hail or high 
winds.

• Cost: When weighing the cost of 
siding or a new roof system, it’s helpful to 
look beyond the upfront price tag. Dura-
ble materials that help you avoid mainte-
nance and replacement costs will save you 
money down the line. Additionally, many 
insurance companies recognize that certain 
composite materials stand up to the ele-
ments, and often offer associated discounts 
on policies as an incentive for homeowners 
to invest in them. Finally, think about your 
long-term goals and select products that 
offer a strong return-on-investment when it 
comes time to sell your home.

To learn how composite shake roofing 
and siding can benefit your home, visit Da-
VinciRoofscapes.com.

Is it time for a new roof or new sid-
ing? Be sure to select materials designed 
for long-term beauty and easy maintenance.

What to know about selecting materials for your home exterior

MISSED OUT ON 
ADVERTISING IN OUR 

FALL HOME GUIDE? 
GET READY FOR 
SPRING 2021! 

RESERVE YOUR SPOT 
NOW OR GET MORE 

INFORMATION 
BY CALLING 

763-275-0275
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WWW.STCLOUDHRA.COM

•  2 BR $640, 3 BR $800
•  Controlled Entrance
•  w/Video Surveillance
•  Section 8 Welcome
•  Patio/Deck • D/W
•  Microwave

Garage, Heat,
Water/Sewer & Trash

Included in Rent

• 1 BR - $587 • FREE Wi-Fi
• Heat, Electric & A/C
•  Controlled Entrance

w/Video Surveillance
• Elevator & Ramp
• Screened Patio
• Community Room
• Section 8 Welcome

Small Pets 
allowed in all 
Apartments!

RIVERSIDE APARTMENTS
Senior Apartment Community 55+

101 RIVERSIDE DR SE, ST. CLOUD, MN

WESTWOOD VILLAGE APARTMENTS
SAVANNA AVE, ST. CLOUD, MN

PPLLEEaassee  CCAALLLL  JJOOYYCCEE  332200--  225522--00888800

BEAUTIFUL APARTMENT LIVING
AT A PRICE YOU CAN AFFORD

BEAUTIFUL APARTMENT LIVING
AT A PRICE YOU CAN AFFORD

St. Cloud HRA CG19.qxp_Layout 1  1/21/19  10:06 AM  Page 1

Just Sew Studio $10 Off Sewing Machine Service
(Reg $55 - $99)

Two Locationss:  51 3rd St NE, Waite Park, MN  56387    

 JUSTSEWSTUDIOMN@HOTMAIL.COM  •  JUSTSEWSTUDIOMN.COM

• 1789 Lexington Ave N,  Roseville, MN  651-644-0010

St. Cloud location only

TRACEY’S CABINETS FABRIC: Quilting Cottons & Knits

PFAFF: Embroidery Machines
PFAFF: Quilting Machines

GRACE: Q'nique Longarm Quilting Frames

Just Sew FHG20.indd   1Just Sew FHG20.indd   1 9/15/20   4:30 PM9/15/20   4:30 PM

You don’t have to choose.
Too many low-income Minnesotans have to choose between paying

their energy bill and other necessities – food, medicine and healthcare. 
Minnesota’s Energy Assistance Program offers eligible residents help 
to pay their energy bills so they do not have to choose between life’s 

necessities. Spread the word to your friends and family.

APPLY FOR ENERGY ASSISTANCE
www.tricap.org

1-888-765-5597

HEAT OR 

COMMERCE
DEPARTMENT

#MNNiceandWarm

FOOD
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jeffk@countrylumber.us

Builders - Remodelers - Do-it-Yourselfers 

12575 Oakview Ave - Becker 
763-262-4444 

1-800-247-0295 www.countrylumber.us 

Our friendly and knowledgeable staff is here to help! 
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