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LET’S BUILD SOMETHING TOGETHER
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C O NSTRUC TI O N 

SPEC I ALI ST Jessica Martineau-Tellegen
763-458-1008 

jessica_m@libertybankmn.com
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We pay competitive 

prices for all types of 

scrap metal including: 

 Vehicles

 Automotive batteries

 Aluminum cans

 Copper

 Brass

 Stainless steel

 Farm equipment

VISIT OUR 

STATE-OF-THE

-ART FACILITY 

IN BECKER, 

MINNESOTA

NOW OPEN 
TO THE 
PUBLIC

Run on 100% renewable energy.

Operating hours: 7am – 4:30pm

Recycle your 

unwanted materials 

HERE IS 

WHERE 

YOU CAN 

FIND US

PATRIOT OFFICE
763-275-0275  

14054 Bank Street, 
Box 458, Becker, MN 55308

The Patriot is the 
official newspaper for Clear 

Lake, Clearwater, Orrock, 
Palmer & Santiago Town-

ships, City of Becker, Becker 
Township and Becker School 
District #726, City of Big Lake 
and Big Lake School District 
#727. The Patriot is also the 

legal newspaper for the 
Sherburne County financials.

LEGALS/CLASSIFIEDS/
OBITUARIES

Call 763-275-0275 
or send an email to 

legals@
patriotnewsmn.com

SPORTS STORIES
Call 763-275-0275 or 

email Bill at
reporter.bill@

patriotnewsmn.com

ADVERTISING
Call 763-275-0275 

or email Mary (adsales@
patriotnewsmn.com), 

Deven (sales.@
patriotnewsmn.com) or 

Carol (sales.carol@
patriotnewsmn.com).

DEADLINES: 
Wednesday 11 am Legals & 
Notices,  Wednesday 10 am 

Display & Classified Ads.

WEBSITE
Check out each week’s 
content at our website: 

www.patriotnewsmn.com

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
The Patriot welcomes 

letters to the editor. 
Call 763-275-0275 

or email Bill at
reporter.bill@

patriotnewsmn.com
Addresses and phone 

numbers are required for 
verification purposes.  

The deadline for all letters is 
11 am Wednesday.  Limit 

letters to 200 words or less.
Letters will be printed at the 
discretion of the Editor and 

are subject to editing for 
grammar, libel and brevity. 
Two letters per writer per 

subject each year.

OBITUARIES:
Obituaries are $75 prepaid. 
The Editor reserves the right 

to edit lengthy obituaries.

BUSINESS HOURS:
• Mon. - Wed. 8am to 5pm, 

• Thurs. 8am to 3pm  
• Friday CLOSED

SUBSCRIPTION RATES: 
$100 annually, $50 for six 

months, $25 for three months 
or $9a month.

SUBMITTED MATERIAL:
There will be a $50 charge for 

all thank you, engagement, 
wedding and birth  

announcement 
pictures.  The Patriot is not 

responsible for 
correctness of ads 

received by telephone.
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CHECK 
OUT

our tribute stories and 
ads for Veteran’s Day 

starting on page 7!

CHECK 
OUT

our tribute stories and 
ads for Veteran’s Day 

starting on page 7!

Congratulations!
BEST WISHES TO THE BIG LAKE VOLLEYBALL TEAM as they made the state tournament for the first time in their history! Their first state match was Wednes-

day against Marshall and then both teams will continue play into the weekend as long as they continue to win. Big Lake made the state tournament by defeating 
Zimmerman in five games to win the Section 5AAA Championship. Check back next week for full results on the tournament matches as well as a special section of 
congratulations from area businesses and individuals. (Submitted Photo).

Submitted Article

( E di tor’ s N ote:  T h e f ol -
l ow i ng arti cl e w as ap p rop ri -
ated f rom  N orth  M etro W atch  
M N  F aceb ook  p age and w as 
verified as true by the Becker 
P ol i ce D ep artm ent) .

 Charges were filed last 
Saturday by a summons.

A 38�year�old Becker 
woman is facing five felony 
charges after she allegedly ex-
ploited her position as Power 
of Attorney to steal more than 
�169,000 from an 82�year�
old vulnerable adult, leading 
to the foreclosure of the vic-
tim’s home.

Samantha -o Garvey, 
38, was charged in Sher-
burne County District Court 

with five counts of Financial 
(xploitation of a Vulnerable 
Adult. The charges stem from 
an investigation that began in 
March 2025.

According to the crim-
inal complaint, a Becker 
Police 2fficer was alerted to 
a possible financial exploita-
tion case involving Victim 1, 
an 82�year�old woman diag-
nosed with dementia. Witness 
1, who lives with and helps 
care for Victim 1, reported 
concerns after caregiver 
payments stopped and mail 
arrived indicating Victim 1’s 
credit cards were maxed out, 
her taxes were unpaid, and 
her home was being fore-
closed upon.

Investigators learned 

that Garvey was assigned as 
Victim 1’s Power of Attor-
ney in -anuary 2020, a role 
that explicitly prohibited her 
from gifting funds to herself 
or anyone else.

A review of bank re-
cords allegedly revealed 
that Garvey’s personal in-
come had stopped in 2c-
tober 2022. The complaint 
details that between -anuary 
2020 and March 2025, Gar-
vey allegedly transferred 
�145,772.23 from Victim 1’s 
accounts into her own. An 
additional �23,257.62 was re-
portedly moved from Victim 
1’s accounts to Venmo and 

Becker woman accused of stealing 
over $169k from vulnerable 82-year-old

By Bill Morgan, 
Editor

According to the crimi-
nal complaint filed in Sher-
burne County, a Sherburne 
County deputy was driving 
near 206th Street and 221st 
Avenue on the night of 
2ct. 21 when a ³loud con-
cussive boom and bright 
flash of light´ erupted from 
a Challenger vehicle just 
ahead of the officer’s squad 
car. With no other vehicles 
nearby, the deputy deter-
mined the explosion came 
from the car in front of him 
and he proceeded to pull the 
vehicle over.

When stopped, The 
deputy said the driver, 

-antje C. Rorman, al-
legedly admitted he and 
his nephew, (than Richard 
Roman, had been throw-
ing fireworks. Both sus-
pects had metallic residue 
on their hands, consistent 
with explosive materials. 
A search of the vehicle re-
vealed bags containing a 
mixture of gunpowder and 
aluminum powder, a pro-
pane torch, and a metham-
phetamine pipe.

Both men were ar-
rested. Investigators said 
(than admitted to assisting 
in making explosives and 
using methamphetamine 
with the driver.

After being advised of 
his rights, (than told inves-

tigators the two had been 
experimenting with explo-
sive mixtures earlier that 
day in -antje’s garage. He 
admitted to assisting in the 
manufacture of explosives 
and described the creation 
of an improvised explosive 
device �I(D�. He indicated 
that the driver exchanged 
explosive devices for meth-
amphetamine with a dealer. 

A subsequent search 
of the driver’s residence 
uncovered additional ex-
plosive materials, firearms, 
and various controlled sub-
stances, including 16 grams 
of psilocybin mushrooms.

JANTJE C. RORMAN, 
50, OF BIG LAKE is accused 
of multiple felony charges 
related to explosives and 
drug possession. (Sherburne 
County Jail Photo).

“Fireworks” fun leads to bust up of BL bomb lab

 ETHAN RICHARD ROR-
MAN, 24, OF COON RAPIDS 
is accused of three charges 
realted to explosives and 
drug possession. (Sherburne 
County Jail Photo).

Submitted Article

A Benton County judge last week 
sentenced a Glendorado man to more 
than 76 years in prison for a shooting in 
2023 that injured five members of the 
Sherburne County Drug Task Force, said 
Sheriff -oel Brott.

Karl Thomas Holmberg, 66, had 
previously been convicted of seven 
counts of attempted murder of a police 
officer and assault and drug charges. 
Benton County District Court -udge 
Robert Raupp sentenced Holmberg to 
918 months in prison.

³We are grateful for the judge’s sen-

tence, which ensures that the defendant 
won’t be able to perpetuate this type of 
reckless violence again,´ Brott said.

Members of the Sherburne County 
Drug Task Force in 2ctober 2023 went 
to a home in Glendorado Township with 
a narcotics search warrant. After knock-
ing and announcing they had a warrant, 
Task Force members entered Holm-
berg’s residence. Holmberg immedi-
ately began firing gunshots at Task Force 
members, hitting five officers.

They left the home and called nego-
tiators, who hours later convinced Holm-
berg to come outside. 2ne of the officers 
shot during the incident was hospital-

ized for his injuries. 2ther officers were 
spared significant injuries because they 
were wearing body armor.

³This incident highlights the poten-
tial dangers law enforcement officers 
face every day,´ Brott said. ³We are 
extremely fortunate that the injuries sus-
tained by these brave officers were not 
more serious.´

Sherburne County Drug Task Force 
is comprised of deputies from Sherburne 
County and officers from the (lk River 
and Princeton police departments. Ben-
ton County deputies assisted with the 
execution of the initial warrant.

GLENDORADO RESI-
DENT Karl Thomas Holmberg 
was sentenced to 76+ years in 
prison for a shooting of police 
officers in 2023. (Patriot Ar-
chive Photo).

Judge sentences Holmberg to 76+ years

BOMB
to page 2

Area Voters Reject 
Requests for More 

School Funding
By Don Bellach, 

Contributing Writer

Becker and Big Lake residents rejected school re-
quests for more funding.    

B ec ker B allot
Becker ISD 726 asked voters to pass a revenue au-

thorization to increase its general education revenue by 
�200 per pupil, subject to an annual increase at the rate 
of inflation.  Superintendent -eremy Schmidt wrote in 
the November 1, 2025 edition of the Patriot that the levy 
would have allowed the district to maintain continuity 
and stability by keeping current staffing levels and pro-
grams intact, protect valued 
programs, and prepare the 
district for uncertainty amid STEALING

to page 2

ELECTION
to page 2



TO THE  E DI TOR:
America First… j k B il-
lionaires First. Arg entina’ s 
president, Javier Milei, a 
self-proclaimed “ g reat friend”  
of Donald Trump, took office 
in 20 23  with what he calls a 
“ chainsaw method,”  cu tting  
more than half of Arg entina’ s 
ministries:  edu cation, j obs, 
environment, and social secu -
rity. Sou nd familiar?  Poverty 
immediately j u mped 11%  in 
6  months, and the peso has 
tanked. This shou ld scare 
you . Now the U.S. Treasu ry, 
led by Scott B essent, has 
pledg ed Arg entina a $ 20  bil-
lion ( most likely $ 40  billion)  
bailou t. Hig h risk for Amer-
icans since Arg entina trades 
little with u s. B u t billionaire 
Rob Citrone, a long time 
friend of B essent, who had 
bet big  on Arg entina’ s econ-
omy saw profits soar after the 

deal. There’ s another motive:  
Arg entina holds the world’ s 
2nd-larg est lithiu m reserves 
vital for electric cars, phones, 
and defense tech. Seems like 
resou rce control for the tech 
corporations. Meanwhile, 
Tru mp says importing  more 
Arg entine beef will lower 
beef prices. B u t to make any 
real dent, the U.S. wou ld have 
to bu y 10 0 %  of Arg entina’ s 
beef, an impossible task since 
China already pu rchases 
abou t 75 %  of it. Midwest 
ranchers are already being  
sq u eezed. When $ 40  billion 
flows overseas, billionaires 
profit while local farmers 
lose. Whether lithiu m, loans, 
or livestock, the powerfu l 
protect their own, and real 
taxpayers ( not billionaires)  
foot the bill.
Vanessa Davenport
B ig Lake

TO THE  E DI TOR:
71+  million citizens marched 
to protest the repu blican 
ag enda to cu t Minnesota j obs, 
health care and prog rams 
that help averag e citizens.  
Taxpayer dollars saved by 
abandoning  hard working 
Americans will redu ce mil-
lions in taxes for wealthy 
corporations and the u ltra 
rich.  $ 170  billion allocated 
to ICE g ive masked u nidenti-
fied agents complete freedom 
to destroy innocent families’  
lives.  Meanwhile, repu bli-
cans will bu ild a $ 3 0 0  million 
ballroom to entertain— u s? .  
Q u estioning  whether a school 
levy serves a g ood pu rpose, 
we have so far spent $ 6 0 .7 
million for this president’ s 76  
g olf ou ting s.  While federal 
employees lose their liveli-
hood, repu blicans brag  abou t 
the new gold fixtures and the 

crystal chandelier over the 
toilet in the Lincoln bath-
room.  We will pay nearly $ 1 
billion in renovations to the 
“ free”  j et g ifted by a foreig n 
g overnment.  Kristi Noem 
is spending  $ 20 0  million on 
two G erman bu ilt private j ets. 
Senators and representatives 
will not g o a day withou t pay. 
Tom Emmer, g et off you r 
du ff and represent you r con-
stitu ents as you  were elected 
to do.  Vote for health insu r-
ance and food su bsidies for 
loyal tax payers. End the re-
pu blican shu t down and u se 
you r Tom Thu mb to plu g  the 
wasteful tax money flow. 
Constanc e Rutledge
B ig Lake,  MN
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$11,000

$14,000
$18,000

31+ Days
We are now 3 1+  days 

into the Democrat g overn-
ment shu tdown. Tomorrow 
( Nov. 1) , more than 40 0 ,0 0 0  
Minnesotans who rely on 
the SNAP progr am will not 
receive their benefits. Air 
traffic controllers and gov-
ernment employees have 
missed their paychecks. 
Everyday Americans are 
g oing  to beg in to feel the 
conseq u ences of the Dem-
ocrats’  shut down. 

It doesn’ t have to be 
this way. O n Sept. 19, 
nearly every Hous e Repub -
lican and only O NE Hous e 
Democrat voted for a non-
partisan, clean continu ing  
resolut ion ( CR)  that Senate 
Democrats approved earlier 
this year and previou sly 
su pported 13  times u nder 
the B iden administration. 

Even the American 
Federation of G overn-
ment Employees, a u nion 
that represents more than 
800,000 federal employees, 
released a statement this 
week u rg ing  the Senate to 
pass the clean, short-term 
continui ng r esolut ion.

It is past time that the 
Senate votes and passes our  
clean CR so we can g et on 
with the work of the Amer-
ican people. 

Last Friday, Secre-
tary of the Department of 
Homeland Secu rity Kristi 
Noem visited Minneapolis 
to meet with the men and 
women of U.S. Immig ra-

tion and Cu stoms Enforce-
ment ( ICE) . There, she 
tou ted the incredible work 
of the men and women of 
ICE. Since Janu ary 20 25 , 
more than 4,3 0 0  illeg al 
immig rant criminals have 
been arrested in Minneapo-
lis alone. These are mu rder-
ers, human traffickers, and 
sexu al assau lt perpetrators 
who are no long er on ou r 
streets and in ou r commu ni-
ties. We are gr ateful  for the 
work of President Tru mp, 
Secretary Noem, and the 
men and women of law en-
forcement who are risking  
their lives to remove these 
criminals off of our  streets.

Despite the shu tdown, 
ou r staff is working and our  
offices remain open. If you 
or you r family need assis-
tance, please do not hesitate 
to call one of our offices: 
( 20 2)  225 -23 3 1 or ( 76 3 )  
241-6 848. We are here to 
help and serve you.

By Rep. 
Tom Emmer

CITIZENS IN BECKER gathered at the community center to 
make their voices heard.  (Patriot Photo by Don Bellach)

VOTING AT SARON LUTHERAN CHURCH in Big Lake was 
quick and easy as several voting stations were available for 
constituents.  (Patriot photo by Don Bellach)

rising c osts and new state and federal mandates.     
Schmidt released this statement following  Tu esday’ s 

election resu lts. “ We are thankfu l to everyone who took 
time to learn abou t the proposal and participate in this 
important decision. While the resu lt is disappointing , 
our  focus  remains on our  stude nts and ensur ing excellent 
teaching, stude nt suppor t, and well-rounde d opportuni ties 
as we continue  to bui ld on the suc cesses at B ecker Publ ic 
Schools.”

B ecker also had a special election to replace School 
B oard Member Troy B erning .  Renee Reg al ran u nop-
posed. 

B ig Lake B allot
B ig Lake ISD 727 asked two ballot que stions.  Q ue s-

tion 1 asked voters to pass a Revenu e Au thorization to 
“ increase its ge neral educ ation revenue  by $640 per pupi l, 
subject to an annual increase at the rate of inflation.´ 

Q u estion 2 was dependent on the approval of ballot 
que stion 1 and asked voters to aut horize the issue  of ge n-
eral obliga tion school bui lding bonds for $36,230,000 for 
“ acq u isition and betterment of school sites and facilities 
includi ng, but  not limited to, construc tion of a mul ti-pur -
pose addition. 

Su perintendent Tim Tru ebenbach also wrote an edi-
torial for the November 1 edition of the Patriot.  In it he 
stated, “ If q u estion one doesn’ t pass, B ig  Lake Schools 
will have to face bu dg et redu ctions that will directly im-
pact the stude nt experience.”  

After election resul ts were released, True benbach re-
leased the following statement on Facebook.  “ We respect 
the decision of voters,”  he said, “ This will not change  our  
mission to provide every stu dent in ou r schools with the 
best educ ation we can.”

Polling Loc ations
Su perintendent Administrative Assistant and poll 

worker Ange la O swald said voting at the B ecker Commu -
nity Center was steady throughout  the day.  In B ig Lake, 
Head Election Judge  Tom Hanson also said lines at Saron 
Lut heran Chur ch had been steady, but  added that they had 
picked up around the dinner hour, taking five to 10 minutes 
to navig ate. However, once voters received their ballots, 
voting w ent qui ckly.  

ELECTION
from page 1

BOMB
from page 1

In the basement, dep-
u ties fou nd a bolt-action 
shotg u n loaded with two 
shells in the mag azine and 
one in the chamber. Its bar-
rel had been sawed off to 
nine inches and was easily 
accessible to a minor living 
in the home. That discovery 
led to a gr oss-misdemeanor 
charge for negligent firearm 
storage .

Federal prosecu tors 
charg ed both men with pos-
sessing an unr eg istered de-
struc tive device, and Jantj e 
faces an additional federal 
cou nt for possessing  an 
u nreg istered short-barreled 
shotgun.

In Sherbu rne Cou nty 
District Cou rt, Jantj e is 
charge d with possession or 
manu factu re of an explo-
sive or incendiary device 
( maximu m penalty is 10  
years imprisonment or a 
�20,000 fine�, possession 
of explosives with intent 
( 5  years, $ 10 ,0 0 0  fine) , 
fifth-deg ree dru g  posses-
sion involving  psilocy-
bin mu shrooms ( 5  years, 
�10,000 fine�, possession 
of a short-barreled shotgun 
�5 years, �10,000 fine� and 
neg lig ent firearm storag e 
�364 days, �3,000 fine�.

Ethan faces three fel-
ony cou nts:  possession 
or manu factu re of an ex-
plosive or incendiary de-
vice ( 10  years, $ 20 ,0 0 0  
fine�, possession of explo-
sives with intent ( 5  years, 
�10,000 fine� and fifth�de-
g ree dru g  possession in-
volving  methamphetamine 
�5 years, �10,000 fine�.

B oth remain in cus tody 
as state and federal pro-
ceedings  move forward.

then transferred to G arvey’ s 
Venmo accou nt.

The complaint also al-
leg es G arvey u sed a bu siness 
accou nt owned by Victim 1 to 
pay for her own mortg ag e and 
stu dent loans, driving  the ac-
cou nt into a neg ative balance. 
Investig ators determined that 
Victim 1’ s home went into 
foreclosu re becau se her bank 
accou nt, which was set u p for 
au tomatic bill payments, had 
been emptied.

When confronted by 
police on May 2, 20 25 , G ar-
vey alleg edly admitted she 
was in a ³financial pinch´ 
and u sed the victim’ s money 
to g et throu g h. According  to 
the complaint, she acknowl-
edg ed, “ I f---ed u p, I f---ed 
u p big ,”  and said she always 
intended to replenish the 
money. To date, she has not 
provided docu mentation to 
su pport that the fu nds were 
used for the benefit of Victim 
1.

If convicted on the most 
seriou s charg es, G arvey faces 
u p to 20  years in prison and a 
�100,000 fine.

STEALING
from page 1

LENNOX KRUCHTEN,  son of Brent and Avril Kruchten, is 
pictured on Halloween night with Becker police officer, Grant 
Jansons. (Submitted Photo).

Arresting Costume!

By Don Bellach, 
Contributing Writer

A g rou p of embold-
ened residents have decided 
to beg in attending  B ig  Lake 
city meetings  to voice their 
opinion abou t the removal 
of all the playg rou nd eq u ip-
ment at Mitchell Farms Park 
becau se it was deemed u n-
safe.  The city has decided 
to not immediately replace 
that eq u ipment, even as it 
has decided to remove and 
replace ag ing  eq u ipment at 
three other area parks. 

The city’ s reasons are 
well docu mented.  P atri ot 
reporter Andrew Diemand 
first covered this story in 
his O ctober 4, 20 25  arti-
cle titled B i g L ak e M ak i ng 
P ark  I m p rovem ents and he 
clearly explained the city’ s 
position.  This reporter has 
been following  this story 
beg inning  with the O cto-
ber 8, 20 25  B ig  Lake City 
Cou ncil Meeting  where res-
idents first began to show 
up a nd speak out . 

They’ ve since attended 
two more meetings , the O c-
tober 22, 20 25  meeting  of 
the cou ncil and the most 
recent O ctober 27 meeting  
of the Parks Advisory Com-
mittee.  It was near the end 

of that meeting , after the 
PAC had a leng thy discu s-
sion abou t Mitchell Farms 
Park, that this reporter was 
able to g et resident’ s reac-
tions abou t the meeting s 
they have attended. 

“ It doesn’ t seem like 
we’ re actu ally moving  to-
ward g etting  a playg rou nd,”  
Emy Mammeng a said.  “ It 
seems as far as the city 
counc il goe s, they’ re trying 
to boil the frog  and keep 
pu shing  on u ntil people 
stop complaining  and stop 
caus ing a  ruc kus .”

That sentiment was 
shared by the others who 
attended the parks meeting.  

“ I don’ t think they lis-
ten to us  at all, to be honest, 
and I think the residents 
of B ig  Lake j u st feel like 
we’ re not heard anyway, 
so showing  u p is j u st a 
waste of time,”  said Celine 
Woods. 

The Parks B oard dis-
cus sed creating a sur vey to 
ge t citizen’ s input .  Woods 
reacted, “ It’ s a waste of 
money.”

Mammeng a noted that 
she has already subm itted a 
petition with 121 sig natu res 
and has an online petition 
with over 13 7, bu t con-
ceded, if the city decides to 

do a su rvey, she is willing  
to ask neighbor s to take it. 

“ I think it’ s a waste 
of time and money,”  said 
Shawn Du nkel abou t the 
idea of doing  a su rvey.  “ I 
think they’ ve heard from 
the communi ty, but  the fact 
is, they’ re not particu larly 
g ood at listening .  This is 
a park in the middle of a 
communi ty.”

The Park B oard dis-
cu ssed the possibility of 
the park being us ed for pur -
poses that g o beyond the 
neig hborhood, bu t Mam-
meng a arg u ed ag ainst that 
idea. 

“ That’ s what made it 
so nice.  It was a nice, cozy, 
little tu ck-in park for the 
immediate vicinity,”  Mam-
menga  said.

Charlie West ag reed 
saying  that most of the 
traffic was local from 
g randparents taking  their 
g randchildren to the park 
and even a cou ple local 
daycares coming  to the park 
so the kids coul d play.  

“ We don’ t need a su r-
vey, we need a similar park 
like the one that j u st g ot 
ripped out ,”  he said.

The residents from 
Mitchell Farms were u pset 
that they were not notified 

before the park was torn 
ou t, a mistake acknowl-
edg ed by City Administra-
tor Hanna Klimmek, who 
gave an official statement 
from the city.  

“ The city acknowl-
edg es that commu nication 
with residents shou ld have 
been strong er prior to the 
recent removal of park 
eq u ipment,”  she said. “ We 
u nderstand this cau sed fru s-
tration and concern within 
the commu nity.  We are 
hum an, and at times, things  
don’ t go as perfectly as we 
intend.”  

Klimmek went on the 
say that in this instance, the 
city recog nizes that they 
missed an important oppor-
tuni ty to inform and enga ge  
residents before action was 
taken.  

“ The city has learned 
from this experience and 
is taking  steps to improve 
how we commu nicate 
abou t fu tu re park proj ects 
and chang es.”  she said. 
“ We valu e the commu ni-
ty’ s inpu t and appreciate 
the g race and u nderstand-
ing  of ou r residents as we 
work to always do better.”

Residents near Mitchell Farms Park want their park back
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Looking to advertise? 
Call the patriot at 
763.275.0275 today!

Quality Building Supplies 
at Affordable Prices

Since 1975

BOOK YOUR ORDER!

Call for a FREE estimate
117th Ave., Milaca

(north end of Milaca off Central Ave)

BUILDING
$PECIAL$

320-983-6304 •1-800-818-1846

LATCHAM-LIND LUMBER &
POST FRAME BUILDINGS

at the Sherburne 
History Center 

on Nov. 15 from 
9-10 a.m. for a 

Citizen’s 
Roundtable!

Join 
Becker Mayor 

Mark Kolbinger

Got a beef? Concern? Idea?
Come join us!

320-391-6824

628 Roosevelt Rd., Suite 101
St. Cloud, MN 56301

320-774-3789

Accepting all major insurance including Medicare.

w w w .eaof cm.com

Having eye problems? We can help!

Specializing in:
• Cataracts

• Glaucoma

• Dry Eyes

“Dr. Gossman did an amazing job with 
my cataract surgery. I would highly 
recommend him!” 
— Mike Nehring, Cataract Surgery patient

• Diabetic Eye   

   Disease

• Macular 

   Degeneration

• Blurred Vision

• All Other Eye 

   Disorders

• Routine Eye Exams

Schedule your 
life-changing 

experience 
now!

Dr. Gossman has decades of experience & extensive training & expertise!

Dr. Mitchell 
Gossman

Dr. Melanie 
Thares

By Bill Morgan, 
Editor

For B ecker residents of 
the 5 5 3 0 8 zip code who u ti-
lize a Post 2ffice box, last 
week marked 
the beginning 
of delivery to 
the CB Us now 
located at the 
B ecker Commu -
nity Center.

Ju st a few 
dozen individu als 
had not picked u p 
their new keys at 
the old B ecker 
Post 2ffice as of 
two Tu esdays 
ago and those 
individua ls will 
now have to go 
to the Monticello 
Post O ffice to 
obtain their new 
CB U key and re-
tu rn the old PO  
Box key.  The 
Monticello Post 
2ffice is open 8 
a.m. u ntil 4: 3 0  
p.m., Monday 
through Friday 
and from 8 u ntil 
11: 3 0  am on Sat-
urday mornings.  

B ecker Mayor Mark 
Kolbinger and his wife, Kelly, 
are coordinating rides for in-
dividu als who cannot make 
it to Monticello.  Individu als 
needing assistance can reach 
out to the Mayor, as rides are 
being given Wednesday af-
ternoons and Satu rday morn-
ings.

The blue collection box 

formerly located near B ill’ s 
Su perette at the former post 
office has now been relocated 
to Becker City Hall, serving 
as a drop off for those wishing 
to mail items.

A “ KEEP the B ECKER 
post office in 55308´ com-
munity campaign started last 
week, with Kolbinger encour-
aging people to write letters 
and get involved in the effort.  
T�shirts bearing the same 
phrase are being distributed as 
well, as another way to bring 
attention to the issu e.

THE BLUE COLLECTION BOX formerly 
located near Bill’s Superette at the for-
mer post office has now been relocated to 
Becker City Hall, serving as a drop off for 
those wishing to mail items. (Submitted 
Photo).

Becker Post Office update

By Don Bellach, 
Contributing Writer

Throughout Fire Pre-
vention week, 2ctober 
5�11, members of the Big 
Lake Fire Department vis-
ited students at Liberty (l-
ementary to speak to them 
about fire safety and fire 
prevention, emphasizing 
the need to have a home es-
cape plan and to practice it.  

Firefighters gave chil-
dren a sheet to complete 
with their parents to create 
an escape plan for their 
home.  To incentivize stu -
dents, a contest was cre-
ated.  If stu dents completed 
the worksheet and brought 
it to the BLFD during their 
annual open house, they 
would be entered into a 
drawing to receive a ride 
to school in a fire truck on 
Halloween, 2ct. 31,2025.

The su n was not even 
u p when contest winners 
Maizey, Nash, Amelia, 
Lillian, (van, Henry, 
Madelyn, and Mason ar-
rived at the Big Lake Fire 
Station at 7 a.m.  Sleepy 
faces dragged backpacks 
and entered the firehouse 
with their parents.  When 
Captains Sam Hanson and 
Nick Christenson, Lt. (ric 
Rosa, and FF Michael 
Houts greeted them, they 
were quiet and shy, but that 
soon changed.  Within mo-
ments of seeing the three 
fire trucks that would bring 
them to school, they came 
alive and the garage buzzed 
with excitement.

The winners walked 
around investigating ev-
erything and parents took 
pictures before the children 
were asked to choose which 
of the three fire trucks, they 
wanted to ride in.  They 
departed the station at 7: 10 
a.m. and arrived at Liberty 

Elementary at 7: 15  a.m. 
before the regular buses 
would begin lining up.  
Liberty Principal Teresa 
Smock�Potter greeted stu-
dents and a small crowd 
lined u p at the entrance to 
see the students who got to 
begin their school day in a 
very uni que  way. 

Minutes later, the fire 
fighters returned to the 
station.  When asked how 
he thought the event went, 
Hanson said, ³That was 
great�  That was a lot of 
fun�´ 

Event coordinator 
Rosa noted that the kids 
were super excited during 
the ride and hoped to do it 
again next year.  

³We really appreci-
ated the contest because it 
sparked some good inter-
actions at home about fire 
safety,´   Rosa said.   

-udging from every-
one’ s reaction to the con-
test, it looks like BLFD 
will be doing it again next 
year. 

CHILDREN EXPLORED THE FIRE TRUCKS  before they 
would take the contestant winners to school. (Patriot Photo by 
Don Bellach) 

BLFD brings contestant winners to school

CHILDREN POSED WITH FIREFIGHTERS as they arrived at 
school. (Patriot Photo by Don Bellach)

By Bill Morgan, 
Editor

The Minnesota State 
Lottery says someone 
who bought a ticket at the 
Kwik Trip in B ecker has 
won �100,000 in Saturday 
night’s drawing.

No one won the Power-
ball jackpot on Saturday, so 

that grows to an estimated 
�419 million for the next 
drawing on Monday.

Minnesota Lottery 
prizes above �50,000 must 
be claimed in person at 
Minnesota Lottery head-
q u arters in Roseville. In 
Minnesota, lottery play-
ers have one year to claim 
prizes. It is recommended 

that winners call ahead to 
check hour s and to make an 
appointment.

Information regarding 
Minnesota Lottery prize 
winners above �10,000 is 
private data. Unless a win-
ner chooses to opt in to 
publicity, their name and 
city will not be released.

Did you win $100k at 
Becker Kwik Trip?

Submitted Article

The city of Clear Lake 
presented the Clearwater/
Clear Lake Food Shelf with 
a generous grant on Fri., 
O ct. 3 1 to help the food 
shelf keep up with the food 
assistance demand.

At the Clear Lake 
Lions meeting last night, 
they gave a generous do-

nation to the Clearwater/
Clear Lake foodshelf, as 
well. Clear Lake Lions are 
ongoing supporters of the 
foodshelf. 

Clearwater/ Clear Lake 
Food Shelf president Mary 
Abraham said she would 
like to acknowledge both 
donations they received this 
past week and shared these 
words:  “ These donations 

will secu re the u ncertainty 
of individu als in the fu tu re 
who are faced with food in-
secur ity. I thank them all so 
very very much.´

“ These donations are 
really appreciated and come 
at a time when funding is 
so desperately needed,´ she 
said.

CW/CL Food Shelf receives generous grant
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Classifieds
AUTOMOB I LE S
G OT AN UNWANTE D CAR??? DO-
NATE  I T TO PATRI OTI C HE ARTS. 
Fast free pick u p. Patriotic Hearts’  prog rams 
help veterans find work or start their own 
bu siness. Call 24/ 7:  1-83 3 -485 -10 46 . ( mcn)

G et a break on your tax es!  Donate you r car, 
tru ck, or SUV to assist the blind and visu ally 
impaired. Arrang e a swift, no-cost vehicle 
picku p and secu re a g enerou s tax credit for 
20 25 . Call Heritag e for the B lind Today at 
1-85 5  977-70 3 0  today!  ( mcn)

Donate your c ar,  truc k,  boat,  RV and 
more to support our veterans!  Schedu le 
a FAST, FREE vehicle picku p and receive 
a top tax dedu ction!  Call Veteran Car Dona-
tions at 1-888-429-23 3 1 today!  ( mcn)

B USI NE SS OPPORTUNI TI E S
F RE E  RE PORT RE VE ALS new, tested, 
proven money -making  method that makes 
you  money. Call Toll-Free for this 10 0 %  
Free G rou nd B reaking  Report. Seriou s 
Inq u ires O nly. Call ( 888)  3 49-26 26  code 
LNSO 1 ( mcn)

CAB LE / I NTE RNE T
AF F ORDAB LE  TV &  I NTE RNE T.  If 
you  are overpaying  for you r service, call now 
for a free q u ote and see how mu ch you  can 
save!  1-83 3 -472-795 4. ( mcn)

DI RE CTV-  All your entertainment.  Noth-
ing on your roof!  Sig n u p for Directv and g et 
you r first three months of Max, Paramou nt+ , 
Showtime, Starz, MG M+  and Cinemax in-
clu ded. Choice packag e $ 84.99/ mo. Some 
restrictions apply. Call DIRECTV 1-86 6 -
296 -140 9. ( mcn)

F I NANCI AL
I nflation is at 4 0 - year highs.  I nterest rates 
are way up.  Credit Cards. Medical B ills. Car 
Loans. Do you  have $ 10 k or more in debt?  
Call NATIO NAL DEB T RELIEF and find 
ou t how to pay off you r debt for sig nificantly 
less than what you  owe!  FREE q u ote:  Call 
1-86 6 -5 5 2-0 6 49. ( mcn)

HE ALTH &  ME DI CAL
DE NTAL I NSURANCE  from Physicians 
Mu tu al Insu rance Company. Coverag e for 
40 0  plu s procedu res. Real dental insu rance 
-NO T j u st a discou nt plan. Do not wait!  Call 
now!  G et you r FREE Dental Information Kit 
with all the details!  1-85 5 -973 -9175  www.
dental5 0 plu s.com/ midwest # 6 25 8 ( mcn)

PORTAB LE  OX Y G E N CONCE NTRA-
TOR May B e Covered by Medicare!  Re-
claim independence and mobility with the 
compact desig n and long -lasting  battery of 
Inog en O ne. Free information kit!  Call 844-
716 -2411. ( mcn)

STOP OVE RPAY I NG  F OR HE ALTH 
I NSURANCE !  A recent stu dy shows that a 
maj ority of people stru g g le to pay for health 
coverag e. Let u s show you  how mu ch you  
can save. Call Now for a no-oblig ation q u ote:  
1-888-772-845 4. Y ou  will need to have you r 
zip code to connect to the rig ht provider. 
( mcn)

ATTE NTI ON OX Y G E N THE RAPY  
USE RS!  Discover O xyg en Therapy That 
Moves with Y ou  with Inog en Portable O x-
yg en Concentrators. FREE information kit. 
Call 1-83 3 -6 5 0 -5 916 . ( mcn)

HOME  SE RVI CE S
Don’ t Pay F or Covered Home Repairs 
Again!  O u r home warranty covers ALL 
MAJO R SY STEMS AND APPLIANCES. 
We stand by ou r service and if we can’ t fix 
it, we’ ll replace it!  Pick the plan that fits you r 
bu dg et!  Call:  1-83 3 -816 -2128.( mcn)

WATE R &  F I RE  DAMAG E  RE STO-
RATI ON.  O u r tru sted professionals will 
restore you r home to protect you r family and 
you r home’ s valu e!  Call 24/ 7:  1-83 3 -879-
1480 . Mold Remediation services are also 
available!  ( mcn)

MI SCE LLANE OUS
Reac h over 1. 4  million homes for j ust 
$ 2 4 9 !  Advertise you r bu siness or item with a 
classified ad in the Midwest Free Commu nity 
Papers. Simple, cost-effective, and powerfu l. 
O ne call, and you ’ re done!  B oost you r visi-
bility now!  888-899-6 3 27. ( mcn)

NE E D NE W F LOORI NG ? Call today to 
schedu le a F RE E  in-home estimate on Car-
peting  &  Flooring . Call Today!  1-83 3 -6 41-
6 3 23 . ( mcn)

I NJ URE D I N AN ACCI DE NT? Don’ t 
Accept the insu rance company’ s first offer. 
Many inj u red parties are entitled to cash set-
tlements in the $ 10 0 0 ’ s. G et a free evalu ation 
to see what you r case is really worth. 10 0 %  
Free Evalu ation. Call Now:  1-83 3 -879-15 3 4. 
( mcn)

Prepare for power outages today with a 
G enerac  Home Standby G enerator.  Act 
now to receive a FREE 5 -Y ear warranty with 
q u alifying  pu rchase. Call 1-877-228-5 789 
today to schedu le a free q u ote. It’ s not j u st a 
g enerator. It’ s a power move. ( mcn)

NO MORE  CLE ANI NG  OUT G UT-
TE RS.  G uaranteed!  LeafFilter is backed 
by a no-clog  g u arantee and lifetime transfer-
rable warranty. Call today 1-85 5 -5 77-126 8 
to schedu le a FREE inspection and no obli-
g ation estimate. Plu s g et 75 %  off installation 
and a bonu s $ 25 0  discou nt!  Limited time 
only. Restrictions apply, see representative 
for warranty and offer details. ( mcn)

THE  B ATHROOM OF  Y OUR 
DRE AMS in as little as 1 day.  Limited 
Time O ffer - $ 10 0 0  off or No Payments and 
No Interest for 18 months for cu stomers who 
q u alify. B CI B ath &  Shower. Many options 
available. Q u ality materials &  professional 
installation. Senior &  Military Discou nts 
Available. Call Today!  1-83 3 -6 18-1178. 
( mcn)

Replac e your roof with the best looking 
and longest lasting material steel from 
E rie Metal Roofs!  Three styles and mu l-
tiple colors available. G u aranteed to last a 
lifetime!  Limited Time O ffer- u p to 5 0 %  off 
installation +  Additional 10 %  off install ( for 
military, health workers &  1st responders.)  
Call Erie Metal Roofs:  1-844-90 7-23 86 . 
( mcn)

RE AL E STATE
WE  B UY  HOUSE S for Cash AS- I S!  No 
repairs. No fu ss. Any condition. Easy pro-
cess:  Call, g et cash offer and g et paid. Call 
today for you r fair cash offer:  1-888-715 -
0 5 13 . ( mcn)

WANT TO B UY
CASH PAI D F OR HI G H- E ND ME N’ S 
SPORT WATCHE S!  Rolex, B reitling , 
O meg a, Patek Philippe, Heu er, Daytona, 
G MT, Su bmariner and Speedmaster. Call 
1-83 3 -6 41-6 6 46 . ( mcn)

WE  B UY  VI NTAG E  G UI TARS!  Look-
ing  for 1920 -1980  G ibson, Martin, Fender, 
G retsch, Epiphone, G u ild, Mosrite, Ricken-
backer, Prairie State, D’ Ang elico, Stromberg . 
And G ibson Mandolins /  B anj os. 1-83 3 -6 41-
70 28. ( mcn)

Minnesota Newspaper Association Classifieds

                                     Week of November 9, 2025             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

        
MISCELLANEOUSWANTED TO BUY

MISCELLANEOUS

Statewide 
Advertising

ONLY 
$279

Call Today!
612/332-8844

WANTED: 
ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES

Running or not. Titled or not. Will pick 
up. Cash in exchange. Sell now before 
prices fall. Call Dan at 612/720-2142

WE BUY HOUSES 
for cash AS IS! No repairs. No fuss. 
Any condition. Easy three step 
process: Call, get cash off er and get 
paid. Get your fair cash off er today by 
calling Liz Buys Houses: 844/978-0683

SAFE STEP
North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. 
Comprehensive lifetime warranty.
Top-of-the-line installation and ser-
vice. Now featuring our FREE shower
package and $1,600 off  for a 
limited time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 833/966-3882

DON’T LET THE STAIRS 
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY!

Discover the ideal solution for anyone
who struggles on the stairs, is con-
cerned about a fall or wants to 
regain access to their entire home. 
Call AmeriGlide today! 866/852-5506

GET A BREAK ON YOUR TAXES!
Donate your car, truck, or SUV to 
assist the blind and visually 
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost 
vehicle pickup and secure a generous 
tax credit for 2025. Call Heritage for 
the Blind Today at 844/220-9501 today! 

GET DISH 
SATELLITE TV + INTERNET!

Free install, free HD-DVR 
upgrade, 80,000 on-demand movies,
plus limited time up to $600 
In gift cards. Call today! 855/562-4309

ANNANDALE PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Full time night custodian. Night shift 
2:00-10:30 pm M-F during school 
year.  Daytime hours in the Summer. 
Salary range $15.36 - $21.50, additional 
$0.65 shift diff erential on night shifts 
year-round, 12-month position. Apply at 
www.applitrack.com/isd876/onlineapp

EMPLOYMENT

OUTDOOR FURNACES NO-
TICE - Outdoor furnace, parts 
and supplies are in high de-
mand and have limited avail-
ability. With approximate lead 
times of about 8 months, plan 
and look ahead. Reserve now 
to have one to install for this 
summer or fall installation. We 
feature Central Boiler furnaces 
and products for complete in-
stallation. We have financing 
available, and up to a $2,000 
tax credit available on select 
models. Reserve today. Call 
or go online, 763-972-6255; 
classactfurnace.com.       ________________________

Outdoor Furnaces
220 USED CARS to choose 
from. We also BUY used cars. 
Guaranteed Approval! Morrie’s 
Auto Connection, 559 Hwy 10, 
St. Cloud (next to the red barn 
Dairy Queen). 320-229-1900. 
Apply online at: 
www.MorriesAutoConnection.com
________________________

Used Cars

To place your ad, call 763.275.0275 or stop by our office at 
14054 Bank Street, Becker • Website: www.patriotnewsmn.com

MURPHY
CHEVROLET

N e w  &  U s e d  C a r s  &  T r u c k s
(320) 968-6239

www.murphychevrolet.com

Automotive

“PICKERS” ESTATE SALE. 
Cleaning out a 100-year-old 
estate.  No personal items 
included, but we do have an-
tique bed frames, antique fur-
niture, antique tools, antique 
items of interest such as pie 
safes, pump handles for wells, 
antique tool chest, antique gar-
den tools.   Saturday, Novem-
ber 8, 9-3:00.  220 Euclid Ave. 
Big Lake. 

Estate Sale

PUBLIC NOTICES
ORDI NANCE # 298, 2n d Series Summary 

AN ORDI NANCE  AME NDI NG  SUB D. 1., 1.5, O F  SE CTI ON 
6.28, O F  CHAPTE R 6, O THE R B USI NE SS RE G ULATI ON 

AND LI CE NSI NG  OF  THE  CI TY  OF  B E CKE R CODE , AND 
AME NDI NG  SE C. 1.14, S UB SE C. 1.14.3 O F  ARTI CLE  1 OF  

THE  UNI F I E D DE VE LOPME NT ORDI NANCE  
The following official sum mary of the ordinance referred to has 

been approved by the City Cou ncil of B ecker as clearly informing  the 
publ ic of the intent and effect of the amendments. 

Chapter 6, O ther B us iness Regul ation and Licensing 
Sec tion 6.28 CANNAB INO ID PRO DUCTS 

Subd. 1., 1.5 Definitions and Interpretations 
Subd. 2., 2.3  Regi stration &  Application Procedur e

  2.3.2  Application Subm ittal
Article 1 Z oning of the Unified Development O rdinance ( UDO )  
Sec . 1.14.3 - Table of Uses 
Definitions of cannabis wholesaler and lower potency hemp ed-

ible wholesaler were inserted and lower potency hemp edible whole-
saler were added to the Table of Uses in the zoning  reg u lations. In 
addition, amendments revising  existing  definitions for lower potency 
hemp edible manuf actur er and retail establishments were completed 
along  with changi ng the name of bus iness application requi rements 
for retail cannabis bus inesses. 

A printed copy of the entire ordinance is available for inspection 
by any person at City Hall any Monday through Friday between the 
hour s of 8: 00 a .m. and 4: 30 p.m . 

This docu ment hereby is made a part of this ordinance and is 
attached hereto.
/ s/  Mark Kolbinge r, Mayor
ATTEST:
/ s/  Shannon Mortenson, Clerk
City of B ecker
( Publ ished in the P atri ot:  11/ 08/ 25.)

CI TY  OF  B I G  LAKE
NOTI CE  TO RE SI DE NTS

VACANCI E S ON THE  PARKS ADVI SORY  COMMI TTE E
NO TICE IS HEREB Y  G IVEN that the City of B ig Lake is presently 
seeking  applicants to fill two ( 2)  vacancies on the B ig  Lake Parks 
Advisory Committee ( PAC) . Each vacancy is a 3- year term.
The Parks Advisory Committee meets at 6 : 0 0  p.m. on the fou rth 
Monday of the month and is an advisory gr oup to the City Counc il 
reg arding  maintaining  existing  parks and trails, creating  new parks 
and trails, and recommending  developers either dedicate parkland 
or donate cash in lieu . The Committee makes recommendations to 
the City Counc il who considers the information when making final 
approvals.
Any City resident interested in serving on the Parks Advisory Com-
mittee shoul d subm it a letter of interest that include s a description of 
the applicant’ s employment and educ ational backgr ound which may 
be relevant to the position as well as their reasons for applying and 
their aspirations for the fut ur e of the B ig Lake parks and trails sys-
tem. Contact Streets, Parks, and Fleet Supe rintendent Norm Michels 
at 763 -251- 801 1 or nm i che l s@ bi gl ak em n.org with que stions. Letters 
of interest can be subm itted by:
Mail or delivery:  B ig L ake City Hall
  Attn:  Norm Michels - Streets, Parks, and   
  Fleet Supe rintendent 160 L ake Street North
  B ig L ake, MN 55309
Email:    nm i che l s@ bi gl ak em n.org
Applic ations will be ac c epted until 6: 30 a.m . on  Monday, 
November 24, 2025.
( Publ ished in the P atri ot:  11/ 08/ 25.)

FIRST NOTICE
Jones Lake in Clear Lake Township, T-33, M-34, R-29W, has a 

aeration device causing open water until ice is out.

Area affected are marked as of DNR requirements.

(Published in the Patriot: 11/08/25).

OBITUARY

Cody Daniel Holtan, ag e 
3 4 of Rockford, MN, passed 
away on November 1, 2025. 

Preceded in death by 
gr andmothers LaVonne 
Holtan, and Stella 
Fern. Su rvived 
by g randfathers 
Dave Holtan, 
Sr., and Al 
Fern;  parents 
Dan ( Shelli)  
Holtan, and 
Michele Hol-
tan ( John ) ;  
dau g hter Skye 
Holtan ;  s ib-
ling s Drew James 
( Tanya)  Holtan, Jacob 
( Au t u mn)  Stau b, Andrew 
Stau b, and Colby Stau b;  sig -
nificant other Andrea Niesen� 
au nts and u ncles David, Jr. 
( Karen)  Holtan, Lisa ( Lon)  
Hatcher, Lori ( Randy)  B arker, 
Al Fern, Jr.;  and many loving  
friends.

Everyone loved Cody. His 
zest for life, skill at frisbee 
golf, and affinity for fishing, 
camping  and the ou tdoors 

were all a part of what drew 
others to him with his mag -
netic personality.

No amount  of love shown 
towards Cody cou ld 

eq u al the love he 
had for his daugh -

ter, Skye. She 
was THE most 
important per-
son in his life 
and meant 
everything  to 
him.

M e m o -
rial services for 

Cody will be an-
nounc ed in the days 

to come. Please check 
back on the fu neral home 
website.

Arrang ements entru sted 
to Peterson-G rimsmo Fu -
neral Chapel ~  Monticello. 
76 3 -295 -2918. w w w . p eter-
son- gri m sm ochape l .com .

In lieu of flowers, memo-
rials preferred to the family 
for a trus t to be established in 
Skye’ s name.

Cody Daniel Holtan, 34
Rockford, MN

Died November 1, 2025

STATE  OF  MI NNE SOTA
DI STRI CT COURT

COUNTY  OF  SHE RB URNE
TE NTH JU DI CI AL DI S-

TRI CT
PROB ATE  DI VI SI ON

Court F ile No.:  71- PR- 25- 178
I n Re the E state of 
G erald Raymond LeF aive,
Dec edent.

NOTI CE  AND ORDE R 
OF  HE ARI NG  ON PE TI -
TI ON F OR F ORMAL ADJ U-
DI CATI ON OF  I NTE STACY ,  
D E T E RM I NAT I ON O F  
HE I RSHI P,  APPOI NTME NT 
OF  PE RSONAL RE PRE SE N-
TATI VE  AND NOTI CE  TO 
CRE DI TORS.

It is O rdered and Notice is 
g iven that on 2/ 11/ 20 26 , at 1: 3 0  
p.m., a hearing  will be held in 
this Cou rt at 13 880  B u siness 
Center Drive NW, Elk River, 
Minnesota, for the adj u dication 
of intestacy and determination of 
heirship of the Decedent, and for 
the appointment of Michelle M. 
Martin, whose address is 1175 1 
74th Street NE, Albertville, MN, 
55301 as Personal Representative 
of the Estate of the Decedent in 
an UNSUPERVISED administra-
tion. Any obj ections to the peti-
tion mus t be filed with the Cour t 
prior to or raised at the hearing . 
If proper and if no obj ections 
are filed or raised, the Personal 
Representative will be appointed 
with ful l power to administer the 
Estate, inclu ding  the power to 
collect all assets, to pay all leg al 
debts, claims, taxes and expenses, 
to sell real and personal property, 
and to do all necessary acts for 
the Estate.

Notice is also g iven that 
( su bj ect to Minnesota Statu tes 
section 5 24.3 -80 1)  all creditors 
having  claims ag ainst the Estate 
are requi red to present the claims 
to the Personal Representative or 
to the Cour t Administrator within 
fou r months after the date of 
this Notice or the claims will be 
barred.
Dated:  O ctober 21, 2025
/ s/  Jennifer Jelinski, 
Deput y Cour t Administrator
A ttorney  f or P eti ti oner:
Adam J. Kauf man
Hennings on &  Snoxell, Ltd.
6900 Wedgw ood Road, Sui te 200
Maple G rove, MN, 5531 1
Attorney License No:  0328868
Telephone:  ( 763)  560- 5700
FAX :  ( 763)  560- 01 19
Email:  
ak auf m an@ he nnsnox l aw .com
( P u blished in the P atr i ot :  
11/ 01/ 25, 1 1/ 08/ 25) .
___________________________

Auctions

•••••• UPCOMING AUCTIONS ••••••

THIS IS A PARTIAL LISTING. B.P. & MN tax applies. 
See website for more: 
www.midwestauctions.com/sharer 
Keith Sharer Auction Service

320-267-1963

3825 Shadowood Dr. NE. Sauk Rapids, MN  
Directions: St. Cloud, E. on Hwy 23 Left 0n 40th (Follow Signs)
Now taking consignments for annual Jan. 1st  Antique Auction!

WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 12TH 
 @ 11:00 AM

ANTIQUES, HOUSEHOLD & TOOLS

WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 19TH  
 @ 4:00 PM

ANTIQUES, HOUSEHOLD & TOOLS

Antiques, Collectibles, 
Household, Décor’, Furniture, 

Tools & Outdoor, Yard & Garden 
& Shop

SUNDAY NOVEMBER 30TH 
 @ 11:00 AM

ANTIQUES, HOUSEHOLD & SIGNS

LOGAN NORTON OF CLEAR LAKE shot this 14-point buck 
while bowhunting in Sherburne County on OCt. 4. (Submitted 
Photo).

A beautiful buck!

By Don Bellach, 
Contributing Writer

All members of the B ig  
Lake School B oard were 
present for what wou ld be a 
bu sy meeting  on Wednesday, 
O ctober 22, 20 25 .  

Director of B u siness 
Services Ang ie Manu el u p-
dated the board on cu rrent 
enrollment which has in-
creased by 10  stu dents since 
the beg inning  of the year.  
However, that g ood news 
was tempered by her an-
nou ncement that enrollment 
continu es to lag  behind what 
was bu dg eted by 77 Averag e 
Daily Membership, which 
translates to a fu nding  g ap of 
$ 85 0 ,0 0 0 .  

MSHSL G rant 
Resolutions
Two resolu tions were 

passed su pporting  applica-
tions to req u est fu nding  from 
the Minnesota State Hig h 
School Leag u e Fou ndation.  
Form A req u ests money 
that can be u sed for free and 
redu ced lu nches, waiving  
participation fees, and su p-
porting  stu dents by covering  
reg istration and transporta-
tion fees to conferences and 
seminars.  

Form B  provides for 
training  opportu nities.  Ac-
tivities Director Mark Ku isle 
told the board that last year’ s 
fu nding  from the MSHSL, 
su pported the school’ s Pre-
mier Sports Psycholog y Pro-
g ram and he ag ain hoped to 
receive the same fu nding  to 
continu e the prog ram in the 
fu tu re. 

B oys Swim/ Dive 
and G irls Wrestling
A cooperative ag ree-

ment between B ig  Lake, 
B ecker, and Monticello 
schools was approved for 
boys’  swim and dive for 
stu dents in g rades 7-12 
commencing  in the 20 25 -26  
academic year. The co-op 
allows the 3 -4 stu dents from 
grades 7�11 identified in last 
spring ’ s stu dent interest su r-
vey to continu e participating  
in boys swimming  and dive. 
The ag reement states that 
parents/ g u ardians of partici-
pants will be responsible for 
providing  all their transpor-
tation.  Also, they will pay 
10 0 %  of any and all costs per 
participant.  The new partici-
pation fee was still u nknown.  
Ku isle hoped it wou ld eq u al 
Monticello’ s participation 
fee, which wou ld avoid dis-
ag reements between schools.  
He also estimated it wou ld be 
close to the g irls’  fee which 
is cu rrently $ 5 0 0  per partic-
ipant. 

Thou g h no vote was 
req u ired, the school board 
voiced its fu ll intent and com-
mitment for a g irls’  wrestling  
team when approved by the 
MSHSL B oard of Directors.  
Ku isle said g irls wrestling  is 
g rowing  by leaps and bou nds 
and is an emerg ing  sport.  
G irls cu rrently participate 
on the boys’  team.  The g oal 
is to have MSHSL approve 
a statewide g irls’  wrestling  
prog ram by spring  of 20 27.   

Pool HVAC 
I mprovements
Director of B u ilding s 

and G rou nds TJ Z erwas 
presented a bid from Sou th 
Haven based KNB  Contract-
ing .  Six bids were received 
and KNB  had the low bid 
totaling  $ 1,6 82,0 0 0 .  That 
amou nt was approved 6 -0 .  
Constru ction shou ld beg in by 
December 1, 20 25 .  Z erwas 
explained that the space was 
3 0  years old and in need of 
improvements.  

Enrollment 
Improves, 
but Still a 
Concern

CI TY  OF  B E CKE R
NOTI CE  OF  PUB LI C HE ARI NG

Notice is hereby g iven that the City of B ecker Planning  Com-
mission will hold their monthly meeting  at 6 : 0 0  p.m. on Monday, No-
vember 24, 2025 at the B ecker City Hall, 12060 Sherbur ne Avenue .  
The Planning Commission will hold the following publ ic hearing at 
this meeting:    

Approx imately 6 : 0 0  p. m.  –  Public  Hearing for an I nterim 
Use Permit for F ood Servic e.  Jon Tennessen &  LTTM Properties, 
LLC su bmitted an application for an interim u se permit for food 
service on the properties located at 12911 and 12912 1st Street SE, 
cur rently identified as PID# 60- 00494- 0 105 a nd #60- 00447- 0105

F ollowing the previous public  hearing –  Public  Hearing for a 
Setbac k Varianc e for a Lean- To Struc ture.   Vern Johnson subm it-
ted an application for a setback variance for a lean-to on the property 
located at 14195  B ank Street SE cu rrently identified as PID#  6 0 -
00423- 0040

Anyone interested in this issue  is encour age d to attend and com-
ment at the Publ ic Hearing.  If you are u nable to attend, please pro-
vide written comment to Au stin Petersen at P.O . B ox 25 0 , B ecker, 
MN  5530 8 or by e-mail to ape tersen@ ci .be ck er.m n.us  by 4: 30 p.m. 
November 24, 2025. 
/ s/  Aus tin Petersen
Associate Planner
( Publ ished in the P atri ot:  11/ 08/ 25.)
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Be a Patriot Page 
Sponsor! Call 

763.275.0275 to 
secure your ad

Sports/Area News

PROUD SPONSOR
OF THE 

NEWSPAPER,
EVENTS, ACTIVITIES

AND BUSINESSES
IN OUR LOCAL

COMMUNITIES!

763-262-5850
tjpottertrucking.com

Business & Professional 
Services  Directory

Attorneys

PETERSON - 
GRIMSMO

FUNERAL CHAPEL
Serving your 

community since 1933
250 East Broadway

Monticello, MN 55362
763-295-2918

Our family serving yours!

Funeral

Mulch

15920 Hwy. 10, Becker • 763-262-0871

MULCH • ROCK • BLACK DIRT • SAND
Additional products available!
We can load or delivery available!
Open to the public 
Mon. - Fri., 7am to 5pm 
and Sat., 8am to noon

Apply in person, 1 mile east of Becker, 
137th left, 1/8 mile on left. 612-747-0163    

NOW HIRING!
KASOWSKI GROUP

• FT FARM LABOR
• FT EQUIPMENT OPERATOR • FT FARM MECHANIC

BEC K ER PUBLI C  
SC H O O LS I S H I RI NG  

SC H O O L BUS D RI V ERS!!

Up to $60 per route based on experience.
Benefits include:
*Health, Dental, & LTD (Coverage year round)
* Paid personal, sick, and holidays
* PERA (Public Employee Retirement Assoc.)
* 403 (B) Matching Retirement Options

$2,000 SIGN ON BONUS!!

*NOW OFFERING PAID TRAINING

C ontact us today! 
7 63- 261- 458 8

*MINIMUM OF 3.5 HOURS A DAY WITH 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR MORE

Developing Self-Directed Learners to 
Thrive in a Changing Global Community

Employment

320-743-2479 
• dahlensheetmetal@frontier.com

Clear Lake, MN
www.dahlensheetmetal.com

763-262-1454
Becker, MN

763-452-2500
Big Lake, MN

320-743-2204
Clear Lake, MN

FUNERAL HOME • CREMATION SERVICES

www.williamsdingmann.com

FAMILY FUNERAL HOMES

SPONSORED BY:

8852 Cty Rd 23
Becker, MN 

Phone:
763.261.5656

Ralph du Monceaux, Owner
Free Loaners ~ Free Estimates 

~ Honest Work

763-261-5656
Ralph’s

Auto Body

• BECKER
Grace Lutheran Church (LCMS)
Pastor: David M. Johnson, 763-262-7782, 11185 27th Ave SE. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am, Sun. School 10:30am, Wed. J.U.M.P. 6pm.
Becker Baptist Church
Pastors: Nathan Bucher (Senior), Kevin Drehmel (Youth) & Amy Drehmel 
(Dir. of Child/Fam. Ministry), 763-261-4202, 11951 Hancock St. Services: 
Sun. Worship/Children 10:30am. During the school year: AWANA for 
Kids/Sun. School 9:15am. Midweek Connect for Kids 6:30pm. Please reg-
ister Kids on our webite. Youth Group: Wed. 6:30pm. www.beckerbaptist.
org. 
Becker Evangelical Free Church
Pastors: Gerald Deppa (Interim Senior), Chris Salvevold (Youth), 763-261-
4125, Becker High School, Office: 11373 150th Ave SE. Services: Sun. 
Worship/Teaching/Fellowship 10am.
Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 12100 Sherburne Ave. Services: Sat. 
Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8:30am & 10:30am. Masses held 1st, 3rd & 5th Sun-
days of the month. (Masses held on 2nd & 4th Sundays in Big Lake).
Faith (Becker) Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Yolanda Denson-Byers & Vicar Molly Wills, 763-261-5751, 11755 
Sherburne Ave. Services: Sun. Worship 9:30am (Holy Communion on the 
1st & 3rd Sundays) Nursery available. Sun. school 9:55am, Refreshments 
& fellowship at 10:30am, Wed. programs: 6:00pm Wed. Worship, 6:30pm 
7th – 9th grade confirmation, 7:30pm Youth Group 1st & 3rd Wed. Bible 
Studies: Tues. 9:00am www.faithlutheran-becker.org.
Oakwood Community Church Assemblies of God
Pastors: Gerry Bass & Sarah, 763-220-6004, 13140 1st St (SW Corner of 
Becker Furniture World). Services: Sun. Bible Study/Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Snake River Free Church
Pastor: Steve Johnston, 612-219-8648, 180th St SE. Services: Sun. Worship/
Sun. School 10:30am., Hymn Sing is second Sun. of every month.
Becker Christian Center & Abundant Grace Church
Pastor: Ken Hanson, 763-262-2177, 15455 59th St SE. Services: Sun. Praise 
& Worship 9:30am, Wed. Family Fellowship 7pm.
Beacon House of Prayer
Pastors: Brian & Linda Holmes, 763-263-3771, 12264 Pleasant Ave. Ser-
vices: Thurs. Worship 6:30pm.
Free Grace United
Pastor: Kevin Wilson, 763-245-0001, Becker High School, 12000 Hancock 
St, Enter door 11. Services: Wed. Worship 6:30pm.

• BIG LAKE
Acts Seventh-Day Adventists Community Church
Pastor: Bill Nixon, 763-263-2287, 20455 187th Ave NW. Services: Sat. 
Worship 9am, Sat. Sabbath School 10:15am.
Bethany Bible Church
763-263-2167, 511 Eagle Lake Road. Services: Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Bridgeview Assembly of God
Pastor: Steve Royalty, 763-263-6274, 20500 County Road 11. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am & 10:45am, Wed. groups (kids/youth/adults) 6:30pm.
SVEA Hill Covenant Church
Pastor: Don Bellach, 763-263-6322, 16392 235th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Cornerstone Baptist Church
Pastor: Gordon Langdon, 763-263-7878, 15300 County Road 35. 
Hope Lutheran Church (ELCA) in Orrock
763-262-0028. www.hopeintherefuge.weebly.com.
IFLESIA AMOR VIVIENTE Living Love Church
Pastores: Juan & Patricia Aguayo, 763-607-5403, 21 Lake St N. Services: 
Sat. 6pm.
Lord of Glory Lutheran Church
Pastor: Marty Mably, 763-263-3090, 15550 190th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
8am & 10:30am.
Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 440 Lake St N. Services: Sat. Mass 
5pm; Sun. 8:30am & 10:30am. Masses held on 2nd & 4th Sundays of the 
month (Masses held on 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays in Becker).
Riverside Church
Online: www.myrc.church, 763-263-2410, 20314 County Road 14. Ser-
vices: Sun 8:45am, 10:30am & 12:05pm.
Saron Lutheran Church
Pastor: Kyle Sidlo, 763-263-2209, 311 Lake St. S. Services: Sun. Worship 

9:30am, indoors or livestream.
Spirit Life Church
763-262-LIFE, 221 Lake St N. Services Sun. mornings 9:45am. Going 
Deeper Sun. 9am. Prophetic Praayer Wed. 7pm.

• SANTIAGO
South Santiago Lutheran Church ELCA
Pastor: Allison Peterson, 763-662-2048, 14675 37th St. Services: Sun. 8am. 
and 10 am, Sun. School 9am.
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church E.L.S. & Princeton Evangelical School
Pastor: Timothy Zenda, 763-662-2570, 18977 17th St. Services: Sun. 
School/Bible Class 10:30am, Divine Worship 9am.
Glendorado Lutheran (ELCA)
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Shari Routh, 920-573-0193, 1100 186th Ave NE. Services: Sun 
Good Shepherd 9am, Sun. Glendorado 10:30am.
Gethsemane Church (ELCA) – Ronneby
Pastor: Barbara Peterson, 320-983-5002, 14478 78th St. NE. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Glendorado Evangelical Country Church
Pastor: Sam Alfano, 763-662-2244, 16999 Glendorado Road NE. Services: 
Sun. School 9:30am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• CLEAR LAKE
Living Waters Church
320-699-0876, 7830 Church St. Services: Sun. Worship 10am, Starting in 
Sept. Wed. night Ladies in Recovery study at 6:30pm.
Trinity Lutheran Church Missouri Synod
Pastor: Josh Reber, 320-743-2919, 8641 Main Ave. Services: Sun. Worship 
8:45am, Sun. School 9:45am.
SHED Church - Non-Denomination in Palmer
Pastor: TBD, 320-241-0123, Palmer Town Hall, 4180 105th Ave. Services: 
Sun. 5pm. www.shedchurch.org.
St. Marcus Catholic Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-743-2481, 8701 Main Ave. Services: Mon.  
& Wed. Mass 8am, Sat. Confessions 4:15pm, Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. 8am.

• DUELM
St. Lawrence Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-968-7502, 10915 Duelm Road NE. Ser-
vices: Sun. Mass 10am, Tues. Mass 8am.

• CLEARWATER
Clearwater United Methodist Church
Pastor: Alison Hendley, 320-558-2581, 405 Main St. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9:30am.
Freedom Bible Baptist Church
320-434-347, 605 Lime St. (Old Clearwater Post Office). Services: Sun. 
Prayer 9am, Sun. School 9:30am, Sun. Worship 10:45am.
Rejoice Lutheran Church – ELCA
Pastor: Jim Bump, 320-558-6851, 1155 County Road 75. 
Services: Sun. School that begins in Worship 9:30am. 
Livestream worship at Rejoice’s Youtube Channel, 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsJGuBda4orT9TWYii5wmGw
Church of St. Luke
Father: Dennis Backer, 320-558-2124, 17545 Huber Ave NW. Services: 
Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8am & 10am, Weekday Mass Tues.-Fri. 8am/
Sat. 9am.
Tri-County Alliance Church
Pastor: David Fogal, 320-558-2750, 8464 160th St NW. Services: Sun. 
School 9am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• SILVER CREEK
Immanuel Lutheran Church
Pastor: Ken Tatkenhorst, 763-878-2820, 11390 Elliot Ave NW. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am
Silver Creek Community Church
Pastor: Zach Pryor, 320-963-3957, 4282 114th St NW. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9am, Sun. Fellowship 10am, Sun. School 10:30am. 

• SAINT CLOUD
Faith Lutheran Church
Pastor: Joshua Reber, 320-252-3315, 3000 County Road SE. Worship: Sun. 
10:15am.

RYAN HUBBARD
763-263-8334 

RESIDENTIAL  • COMMERCIAL - AGRICULTURAL

6715 125th Ave - Clear Lake, MN
320.743.2387 • Cell: 320.290.9843

Scott & Tonia Ulsby

KEN GEROUX CONSTRUCTION
C O R P O R A T I O N

Integrity • Excellence
Uncompromising Customer Satisfaction

Lic. #BC002757
Big Lake • 763-263-6878

Order Online!

Becker Pizza Depot
The Area’s Best Pizza -- Ask Anyone!

14281 Bank Street, Becker • 763-262-2700
www.BeckerPizzaDepot.com • Facebook: Pizza Depot

Pizza, Wings & More

290 EAGLE LAKE RD. N. BIG LAKE
763-263-3262 • WWW.CORNEROAKSDENTAL.COM

FAMILY & COSMETIC DENTISTRY

DR. REED DILL & 
DR. PETER KUEFLER

16455 122nd St Becker MN 55308

763-263-9471

Big Lake

 763-263-6350
parkdental.com

Church DirectoryChurch DirectoryChurch Directory

320-743-2479 
• dahlensheetmetal@frontier.com

P.O. Box 646 • Becker, MN 55308
www.dahlensheetmetal.com

Becker 763-261-4200  |  Princeton 763-389-4099
Monticello 763-271-7177

www.sherburnestatebank.com

Your Hometown Bank

Sherburne
State B ank

Member 
FDIC

763-262-4237

M-F
8AM-

4:30PM

Owner: Chad Schwintek
13050 1st Street Becker, MN 55308

24 
HOUR
Towing & recovery

19640 200th Ave., Big Lake

• Family Owned 
    & Operated
• Light, Medium and 
    Heavy Duty  Towing 

• Lockouts 
• Jump Starts 
• Winch Recovery

www.bobstowingandrecovery.com

• BIG LAKE 
• ELK RIVER 
• MONTICELLO

Join your neighbors and friends to gain information ~ Enjoy coffee and refreshments in a
relaxing and friendly atmosphere ~ Enter a door prize drawing. The seminar date is quickly

approaching, so please call us at 763.452.2500 tomake your reservations TODAY!

FREE Advance Planning Seminar

Tuesday, September 17, 2019
6:30 ­ 8:00 p.m.

Williams Dingmann Funeral Home
611 Rose Dr

Big Lake, MN 55309
RSVP: 763.452.2500

Be Our Guest

763-262-1454 - Becker
763-452-2500 - Big Lake

320-743-2204 - Clear Lake
williamsdingmann.com

Electrical

Sheet Metal

Funeral

BECKER PUBLIC SCHOOLS IS HIRING! 
BE A PART OF OUR TEAM!

for information on all our openings, please visit www.becker.k12.mn.us
Questions?  Contact AngelA Oswald @ 763-261-4502, option 3

2025-26 School Year Substitutes:
• TEACHERS

• PARAPROFESSIONALS
• CUSTODIANS

• FOOD SERVERS/
DISHWASHERS

• BUS AND VAN DRIVERS

ASAP Pumping Service

• Commercial septic Pumping
• Residential Septic Tank Pumping 
• Holding Tanks• Routine Maintenance
• Tank Compliance• Emergency Service

Ca ll 
7 63 415- 0319

Serving Becker, Big Lake, Elk 
River and Surrounding Area

Emergency 
Service!

14068 Bank St., becker
(ACROSS FROM SHERBURNE STATE BANK)

Hours: Sun-Thurs 11am-9pm Fri & Sat 11am-10pm

DINE IN ONLY! • MUST PRESENT 

COUPON • ONE COUPON PER VISIT
DINE IN ONLY! • MUST PRESENT 

COUPON • ONE COUPON PER VISIT

763-275-0270

 $50 or 
more!

$10 OFF$10 OFF
EXPIRES: Nov. 21, 2025

By Don Bellach, 
Contributing Writer

O pening  ni g ht for 
B ecker Hig h School’ s pro-
du ction of the hit B roadway 
mu sical M am m a M i a!  is 
fast approaching!   

The mu sical will be 
performed at the Perform-
ing  Arts Center in B ecker 
Hig h School beg inning  Fri., 
Nov. 14 at 7: 30 p.m.  Three 
other performances will fol-
low, two on Satur day, Nov. 
15 at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m., and 
the final performance on 
Sun. , Nov. 16 a t 2 p.m.

M am m a M i a!  was writ-
ten by B ritish playwrig ht 
Catherine Johnson, featu r-
ing the mus ic of the 1970’ s 
Swedish pop band, AB B A.  
It is the story of bride-to-be 
Sophia and her G reek island 
wedding .  Sophia invites 
three men from her moth-
er’ s past to her home to try 
to discover who her true  fa-
ther is so one of them can 
walk her down the aisle. 

The mu sical was cho-
sen by the stu dents them-
selves.  A su rvey was 
condu cted and M a m m a 
M i a!  was the winner.  

“ We tried to make the 
experience stu dent cen-
tered becau se they’ re the 
ones who pu t the time and 
energ y and effort and tal-
ent into it,”  said Director 
Penny Ping rey.   “ We g et 
to g u ide them.  We g et to 
help them bu ild on their 
talents, but  they’ re the ones 
who are pu tting  in the work.  
They’ re the ones who have 
to perform so we want to 
make it their prog ram and 
we want them to leave a 
leg acy for the people com-
ing u p.”

All bu t two of the 13  
kids who make u p the Tech 

Team are first timers.   Most 
of them have been a part 
of previou s hig h school 
and middle school perfor-
mances and have learned 
what to do from their fel-
low stu dents.  Another 3 9 
stu dents make u p the cast.  
Ping rey said they do it be-
cau se, “ They enj oy per-
forming.  They love to be a 
part of this progr am.”  

Au ditions were held 
Au g u st 25  before school 
beg an and stu dents have 

been rehearsing ever since-
�Monday through Friday 
from 3: 15 p.m. to 5: 30 p.m.  
They also beg an staying  
later after M(A weekend.  
According to Musical Di-
rector G retchen B ordson, 
abou t half that time has 
been spent on the mus ic. 

With all that work, 
M am m a M i a!  is sur e to be a 
g reat experience for every-
one.  Tickets can be ordered 
online at h ttp s: //gof an.co/
app/ school /M N 19531 . 

DIRECTOR PENNY PINGREY, Musical Director Gretchen 
Bordson, and the cast of Mamma Mia! practiced the music for 
the upcoming musical.  (Patriot photo by Don Bellach)

Mamma Mia! comes 
to Becker High School

DIRECTOR PENNY PINGREY, Tech Director Curt Hed, Stage 
Mom Marie Hed, and Light Designer Seth Dutcher (in back) took 
a moment from their work to pose for a picture with the stage 
crew. (Patriot Photo by Don Bellach)

By Don Bellach, 
Contributing Writer

Mayor Paul Knier, 
Council Member Ken Ger-
ou x, and city staff wel-
comed a deleg ation from 
the MN Senate Capital 
Investment Committee on 
Thur s., O ct. 30, 2025.   

The visit was for Sena-
tors and their staff to learn 
abou t local bonding  re-
que sts that include d the B ig 
Lake Wastewater Treat-
ment (xpansion Project.  
District 27 State Senator 
Andrew Matthews �R� and 
Sherbu rne Cou nty Com-
misioner Raeanne Dan-
ielowski were also present. 

B ig  Lake was one of 17 
stops the committee wou ld 
make on day three of their 
Metro Area Bonding Tour.  
Knier gave a brief presenta-
tion explaining the need for 
investment in proj ects like 
the wastewater treatment 
proj ect.  He cited contin-
u ed popu lation g rowth and 

new bu siness development 
as reasons for expansion of 
the facility.   The cu rrent 
proj ect cost is cu rrently at 
$62.2 million and B ig Lake 
is seeking  $ 25  million in 
fundi ng from state and fed-
eral sour ces. 

After listening  intently 
and asking que stions about  
the proj ect, Senators and 
staffers once ag ain loaded 
themselves onto a bu s to 
take them to their next stop.  
The meeting lasted approx-
imately 20 m inut es. 

THE DELEGATION INCLUDED: Ken Geroux, John 
Kaczmarek, Marie Popp, Dan Weber, Raeanne Danielowski, 
Deb Wegeleben, Susan Pha, Paul Knier, Jordon Rasmusson, 
Sandra Pappas, Ann Johnson, Andrew Matthews, Hanna 
Klimmek, Eric Miller, Joe Kautzman and Layne Otteson. (Patriot 
Photo by Don Bellach). 

Big Lake receives visit from State Senators

OVER 25 BUSINESSES WERE represented at the Trunk or Treat event at Structural Buildings 
in Becker inlcuding, EMR, Wruck, 12 cookies co, Charlies, Becker Bass Team and dozens other. 
(Patriot Photo by Deven Haas).

Trunk or Treat is monstrous fun



Sports News

We slaughter in-house
Call to book an appointment!

FORMERLY T&R MEATS

105 PINE ST., CLEARWATER • 320-558-6390

• Steaks • Pork Chops • Brats 
• Hot Dogs • Hamburgers 

• Chicken • Roasts & More!

Wild Game Trimming
(Boneless only)
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Keller Lake Commons in Big Lake, now an Assisted Living Community 
offering full apartments ranging from 644 to 956 square feet. Cable is included in rents 

for private pay and housing support (formerly known as GRH) renters. Accepting EW and 
CADI. For more information please contact Nicole Gilder, Housing Director at 

763-263-2363 or check us out online at www.kellerlakecommons.com

Located on Main Street, 
64 Oak Ave., S. 

• www.EdinaRealty.com

Rick Seagraves 
Realtor®

320-282-5656

Ron Sherwood 
Realtor®

763-442-5949

Patrick Splinter 
Realtor®

612-437-1383

Jim Splinter 
Realtor®

320-980-0560

ANNANDALE

Located just a short walk to downtown 
Foley is this Value priced property. What 
a great opportunity to get into a home at 
a low purchase price. Sure it could use a 
little TLC, but it is certainly livable how it 
is. With three bedrooms on the main level, 
a bathroom, and an unfinished basement 
for future expansion, the possibilities are nearly endless. Come check out this great property! 330 7th 
Avenue Foley, MN . 56329 - $149,950. MLS# 6778126. Contact Rick Seagraves, 320-282-5656. 

Only available due to a job relocation, 
this well-maintained home has seen 

approx. $150,000 in improvements 
since Aug 2024. 3 BR, 3 baths, plus 

a den & office that can flex as extra 
sleeping spaces. Primary suite includes 

two closets, a jetted tub & a separate 
walk-in shower. Recent updates include 
staining the cedar siding, new lakeside 

stairs, a spacious paver patio, fresh 
shoreline rip rap, aluminum dock panels, 

quartz countertops, an Andersen patio 
door & a new asphalt driveway-all designed for long-term lakeside enjoyment. With 307 feet of frontage 

wrapping around a point, you will enjoy the natural sand/hard rock bottom shoreline. Lake Francis is one 
of the area’s premier lakes, offering 10-12+ ft clarity & over 1,000 acres of full recreation fun. The sellers 

would like to sell this property “turn-key” ready for the next owners to enjoy. The pontoon & lift can 
even be included with the right offer. Take in beautiful sunrises over the tranquil waters & don’t let the 

elevation deter you. There is a golf cart/ATV path for easy lake access. Perfect as a year-round residence 
or weekend retreat. 74308 323rd St., South Haven, MN. MLS# 6797722. $989,900. 

Call Patrick Splinter, 612-437-1383.

Great opportunity to be on the lake 
with minimal investment to start. 
Seller is including the pontoon, 
dock, and trailer so you can enjoy 
the lake life immediately. There 
is a well on the property that was 
recently installed as well as an 
incinerator toilet. The 2009 Park 
Model camper will stay with the 
property as well, which is a great 
start to this amazing little slice of lake shore. Lake Marie and Lake Louisa are joined by a channel which 
you can navigate easily by boat and are a combined 330 acres. Both lakes have amazing fishing and of 
course some fun water sports too! Come enjoy the lake with family and friends, enjoy a fire at the fire 
pit, listen to the loons at night, its an amazing experience! MLS# 6778126. $149,950. Call Rick 
Seagraves for a private showing, 320-282-5656. 16698 109th Street NW, South Haven, MN 55382

Lakefront Property!

3 FABULOUS properties!

PENDING

Real Estate

Scandinavian menu: Lute�sk, Ham, Meatballs, Potatoes, Rutabagas, 
Vegetables, Herring, Coleslaw, Cranberries, Lefse, Rolls, Pie & Milk or Co�ee.

Saturday Nov. 22, 3-7pm
$25 - ages 13 & up for Lutefisk, Ham & Meatballs;
$20 - ages 13 & up for Ham & Meatballs only;
$15 - ages 6-12

LUTEFISK, HAM & MEATBALL DINNER

GLENDORADO LUTHERAN CHURCH
1100 186th Ave. NE • Princeton, MN 55371

10 miles West of Princeton or 6 miles NE of Hwy. 25 & 95
Handicap parking and elevator available

By Bill Morgan, 
Editor

Ferg u s Falls broke the 
hearts of B u lldog  players, 
coaches and fans as they 
knocked off the B ecker 
B u lldog s 27-26  last Friday 
nig ht to claim the Section 
8AAAA football champi-
onship.  

The loss ends the B ul l-
dog s’  q u est to repeat as 
state champions and g ave 
them a .5 0 0  record for the 
year at 5- 5.

The Bulldogs finished 
with 3 6 1 total yards ( 183  
rus hing, 178 passing)  while 
the O tters had 3 87 total 
yards, 129 on the g rou nd 
and 258 through the air.  It 
was a back-and-forth clash 
that came down to a missed 
X P by B ecker to hand the 
crown to Fergus  Falls.. 

The O tters’  Caleb 
Fronning  capped a 6 4 yard 
scoring drive with a 2-yard 
tou chdown ru n to g ive the 
2tters a 6�0 lead in the first 
q u arter.  B ecker responded 
with a 65 yard drive of their 
own as Q B  Tristan Kowal-
kowski carried the ball into 
the end zone from the one 
yard line to tie the ga me at 
6- 6.

B oth teams missed 
their extra-point attempts 
and the g ame was knotted 
at 6- 6.

The O tters mou nted 
another 6 4 yard TD drive 
which g ave them a 13 -6  
lead when Eston B ethel 
scored from the 10  yard line 

and Josh Horge n added the 
extra-point kick.  

B ecker g ot rig ht back 
in it when Kowalkowski  
hit Tarver Schendzielos 
from 5 7 yards ou t to cap 
a 6 7 yard drive. Another 
missed X P meant the O t-
ters held a slim, 13- 12 lead 
in the middle of the second 
qua rter.

Fronning ’ s second TD 
of the night , another 2-yard 
run, put  the score at 19-12, 
as Fergus  Falls missed their 
extra point kick. 

B ecker looked good as 
they mou nted an 80  yard 
drive on their next posses-
sion and saw Kowalkowski 
hit Sawyer B rown with a 
17 yard scoring  pass.  The 

B u lldog s went for two and 
Isiah B oyer reeled in the 
catch from Kowlakowski to 
gi ve B ecker the 20- 19 lead 
at halftime.

O n a critical play in the 
third q u arter, Ferg u s Falls’   
Micah Johnson intercepted 
a pass that g ave the O tters 
possession of the foot-
ball at the B ecker 43 -yard 
line. B ethel fou nd Parker 
Thielke from 24 yards ou t 
to put  the O tters ahead and 
the su ccessfu l two-point 
tray made it 27-20. 

The B u lldog s rallied 
ag ain and when Kowal-
kowski connected with 
Schendzielos on a 10  yard 
tou chdown pass —  it ap-
peared to be heading  for a 

tie at 27. However, a bad 
snap on the PAT attempt 
thwarted the B ul ldogs  from 
adding  the g ame tying  point 
and the season abated.

Kowalkowski was 
9-for-19 for 178 yards for 
the B u lldog s.  B rown ( six 
catches, 96  yards)  and 
Schendzielos ( two recep-
tions, 6 7 yards)  were the 
leading  receivers.  Nathan 
Weiss ran the ball 17 times 
for 6 6  yards and Kowal-
kowski had 11 carries for 
63 ya rds.

Ferg u s Falls ( 8-3 )  will 
now play a 4A quarterfinal 
rou nd g ame ag ainst O rono 
on Thu rs., Nov. 6  at Alex-
andria HS.

BECKER RB ISAIAH BOYER carried the ball nine times for 38 yards in Becker’s season-ending 
loss to Fergus Falls last week. (Submitted Photo by Anne Koste).

Missed XPs doom Bulldogs 
in loss to Otters, 27-26

By Maria Moore, 
Contributing Writer

The B ecker B u lldog  
boys’  cross cou ntry team 
competed in the State meet 
at the Les B olstad G olf 
Cou rse last week. B efore 
they competed, the B u ll-
dog s received a send-off 
with lots of encou rag ement, 
inclu ding  B ecker Section 
Individu al Champs B en 
Hubba rd and Jesse B abler. 

The weather was per-
fect for the meet, and the 
B u lldog s accomplished 
feats never done before. 
The B u lldog s raced hard, 
and they pu lled off an in-
credible fourth place fin-
ish. This will g o down in 
history as the hig hest ever 
finish for the Bulldog boys’ 
cross count ry team. 

The all-state ru nner 
for the B u lldog s was se-
nior Tanner Felton, and 

the three all-state academic 
ru nners for both the boys 
and the gi rls team were se-
nior Parker Spindler, senior 
Katelyn B rower, and soph-
omore Laney Hodel. 

The g irls’  cross cou n-
try team also ran very well 
and placed ninth overall, 
which is two places above 
what they were ranked be-
fore goi ng i nto the meet.

BOTH THE BOYS AND GIRLS CROSS COUNTRY TEAMS are posing in front of the state finish 
line, where the boys placed fourth and the girls placed ninth. (Submitted Photo).

Becker boys CC take 4th at State

By Ken Francis, 
Contributing Writer

  
The B ig  Lake boys 

cross country team finished 
12th at the MN State 2A 
Championships last Satu r-
day at the Les B olstad G olf 
Cou rse in Falcon Height s.

Two seniors led the 
Hornets, who were mak-
ing their fifth consecutive 
trip to the state meet. Trent 
Erickson set a personal best 
time and placed 32nd over-
all in 16 : 22.2. G avin Flavin 
was a few steps back in 
3 7th in 16 : 25 .1. B oth ru n-
ners were more than 3 0  sec-
onds faster than they ran at 
last year’ s state meet.

It was Flavin’ s fou rth 
state appearance, once as 
an alternate in 2022 and as 
a competitor in 2023 , 2024, 
and 20 25 . For Erickson, it 
marked his third consec-
u tive state meet as a com-
petitor.

Theo Johnson was next 
in 84th in 17: 0 3 .3 , nearly 5 0  
seconds faster than his time 
last year. Big Lake’s final 
two point scorers finished 
close tog ether. Sophomore 
Max B aron was 13 0 th in 
a personal best 17: 5 8.9, 
breaking  the 18-minu te 
barrier for the first time and 
Jack Schmidt placed 13 1st 
in 18: 01 .6.

Eli Henning  ( 141st, 
18: 17.5)  improved by more 
than 3 0  second over last 
year and Eli Schaller, in his 
first year in cross�country, 
placed 154t h in 19: 12.3.

Ninth- g rader Shay 
France set a personal re-
cord and finished 37th in 
the g irls varsity 5 0 0 0  me-
ters, crossing the finish line 
in 19.3 1.3 , conclu ding  an 
impressive first year on the 
team.

After competing  in 
soccer the past two years, 
she j oined the cross-cou ntry 
team this fall and q u ickly 
became the Hornets’  top 
runne r.

    “ Shay kept learning 
and improving  every race 
� figuring out her pacing, 
g etting  strong er, and be-
coming  more confident,”  
said Coach Tru tna. “ With 
the core of the g irls’  team 
being  seventh to ninth g rad-
ers, we are hopefu l that they 
too can make it to state as a 
team in upc oming ye ars.”

Sec tion 5A A Meet
For the fifth straig ht 

season, the Hornet boys’  
cross count ry team is head-
ing to state. They finished 
second behind B ecker at the 
Section 5 AA meet Thu rs-
day at Apollo High S chool. 

The B ig  Lake boys 
team and ninth-gr ader Shay 

France have all qualified 
to ru n in the State Meet 
this weekend at Les B ols-
tad G olf Cou rse in Falcon 
Height s.   

Senior G avin Flavin 
led the Hornets with a fifth�
place finish in 16:22.

Senior Trent Erickson 
followed in 10 th in 16 : 5 2.  
“ Trent probably had a 
slower start to the season 
than he woul d have wished, 
but  he is coming on now at 
the perfect time,”   Coach 
Trut na said.

Theo Johnson ran a 
season�best 16:55 to finish 
11th and Jack Schmidt was 
next in 14th in 17: 12.     

Another season best 
came from the team’s final 
scorer, Eli Henning , who 
placed 19th in 17: 5 2. Max 
B aron ( 22nd, 18: 19)  and 
Eli Schaller ( 49th, 19: 0 9)  
rou nded ou t the varsity 

GAVIN FLAVIN led the 
Hornets to qualify for the 
state tournament. He finished 
fifth at sections in 16:22. (Pa-
triot Photo by Ken Francis.)

Hornets runners end 
2025 season at state

SHAY FRANCE qualified 
for the state tournament in 
her first year on the team, 
placing 11th in 20:20. (Patriot 
Photo by Ken Francis.)

seven.
G irls Sq uad
The g irls’  team tu rned 

in their best performance of 
the year, finishing sixth in 
the 12�team field, just one 
point out of fifth.

Freshman Shay France 
once ag ain led the way, 
placing  11th in 20 : 20  to 
qua lify as an individua l for 
the Minnesota State Meet.

Hazel G u ldseth con-
tinu ed her breakou t sea-

son, finishing  26 th in 
21: 5 8. B oth Elsie Jag u sch 
and Clara Devine ran sea-
son-best times, placing  
3 3 rd ( 22: 27)  and 3 4th 
( 22: 29)  respectively

Ainsley McG u ire also 
had a personal best, finish-
ing  47th in 23 : 16  to rou nd 
out  B ig L ake’ s scoring.

Au bri Ju dg e was close 
behind in 52nd ( 23: 52) , j us t 
off her season best. Senior 
B rynn Scheer, ru nning  in 

her final high school race, 
placed 68t h ( 29: 03) .

“ It’ ll be hard to see 
B rynn leave,”  said Coach 
Trut na. “ She’ s been a gr eat 
captain. Her thou ght ful ness 
and determination will be 
missed.”



By Mary Nehring, 
Contributing Writer

G idg et B orst g rad-
u ated from B ecker Hig h 
School in 1989. After 
hig h school g radu ation, 
G idg et j oined the United 
States Army and spent 
three years on active dut y.

As part of of Veteran’ s 
Day tribut e section, here is 
G idge t’ s story.

G idg et was stationed 
at Fort Polk, Lou isiana, 
working  in log istics. 
Du ring  her three years 
there, she was deployed 
to Saud i Arabia in suppor t 
of the Persian G ul f War in 
1991. In 1992, she left ac-
tive du ty and j oined the 
Minnesota Army National 
G u ard, stationed ou t of 
Minneapolis, MN. Du ring  
that time, B orst spent short 
deployments to Panama, 
Italy, and G ermany.

While in the Na-
tional G u ard, she worked 
as a property manag er 
for G arsten Perennial Man-
ag ement ou t of St. Pau l, 
MN, specializing  in pro-
viding  hou sing  for low-in-
come families.  In 20 0 3 , 
she left her manag ement 
j ob and the MN G u ard 
and sig ned u p for active 
dut y with the U.S. Army. 

G idg et’ s first du ty 
station from the G u ard 
was Fort B ragg, NC, which 
she stayed at for three 
years. G idg et deployed to 
Iraq in 20 0 4 for a year in 
suppor t of the Iraq War. In 
20 0 6 , she left Fort B rag g  
and was stationed in Hawaii 
for three years at the Hele-
mano Military Reservation. 
In 20 07 , she deployed back 
to Iraq  for 18 months and 
returned to Hawaii to fin-
ish the rest of that tour .

In 20 0 9, she left Hawaii 
to be stationed at Fort Dix, 
New Jersey for three years 

with an Army Reserve uni t 
from Pittsbu rg h, Pennsyl-
vania. In 20 11, she de-
ployed to Ku wait for six 
months and retu rned to 
Fort Dix, NJ u ntil Au g u st 
2012.

The next stop on 
G i d g e t ’ s  j o u r n e y 
was Fort B liss, Texas, lo-
cated within the city of El 
Paso;  where she worked as 
a training liaison for Army 
Reserve u nits preparing  to 
deploy to Iraq and Afgha n-
istan and as the uni t suppl y 
serge ant. 

In the spring  of 20 13 , 
while on leave visiting  
her family in Minnesota, 
she was diag nosed with 
Non-Hodg kin’ s B -Cell 
Lymphoma. G idg et took 
a medical leave from the 
Army and remained in 
Minnesota. She bega n che-
motherapy for four  months 
u ntil, on September 13 , 
20 13 , G idg et received life 
chang ing  news that the can-
cer was g one and she had 
been cu red!  G idg et g ives 
all the gl ory to G od for sav-
ing he r. 

“ I coul d not have done 
it and fought  so hard with-
ou t the tremendou s love 
and su pport from my fam-
ily and friends,”  she said. 

Later that month, she 
retu rned to Fort B liss, TX  
unt il Februa ry 2016.

In March 20 16 , B orst 
received orders for a per-
manent chang e of station 
( PCS)  to Fort Riley, Kan-
sas. She was stationed 
there for three and a half 
years unt il receiving orders 
for Y ongs an, Sout h Korea. 
She spent seven months 
working in a medical ware-
hou se and was sent back 
to Fort B liss, Texas once 
her assig nment was over 
in Korea.

In O ctober 20 2 0 , 
G idge t received her Com-
mercial Driver License 
( CDL)  and officially re-
tired from the U.S. Army 
on November 1, 20 20 as 
Master Serg eant with a 
combined military service 
of 31 ye ars. 

G i d g e t  dec ided 
to remain living  in El 
Paso, Texas, where she 
made many friends and 
has a wonderfu l chu rch 
family. Since retiring from 
the military, she spends her 
days reading , crafting , trav-
eling , enj oying time with 
friends, and traveling  back 
to B ecker, as often as she 
can to visit her mom, fam-
ily, and friends she gr ew up 
with.

She also volu nteers 
with several org aniza-
tions inclu ding the Ameri-
can Leg ion, El Paso Food 
B ank, Westside Chu rch 
of Christ, Faith Lu theran 
Chu rch of B ecker, the B oys 
and G irls Clu b of El Paso, 
as well as the national vet-
erans org anization ‘ The 
Mission Continue s’ . 
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Thank you, Veterans!

Hiring in our Clearwater & Frazee Terminals!

Follow us on Facebook 
to see the difference!

Call Tamara (recruiter) 
612-850-3045

We’ll make the  transition stress-free

www.dagge�truck.com • 730 Clearwater Center, Clearwater

Thanks to our 
Veterans!

OVER 33 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE!

320-743-2479
dahlensheetmetal@frontier.com • Clear Lake, MN

www.dahlensheetmetal.com

THANK YOU TO ALL THOSE WHO SERVED!
A special thanks to our Veterans: Katie Watts - Navy Petty 

Officer First Class and Jacob Watts - Navy Chief

505 N. Walnut St., 
Clearwater, MN 

320. 558.1134
Madison Borst, Owner 

& Ruger

Thank  you V eterans!

• Haircuts • Nail Trims 
• Baths • Teeth Brushing

Clear Lake, MN • 320-743-2000

THANK YOU 
TO OUR 

VETERANS!
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LICENSE
00399

BAR BI NG O
•  Wed @  @  6pm
MEAT RAFFLE
• Fri @ 5:30pm

505 PINE ST., CLEARWATER

AMERICAN LEGION
  320- 558 - 6627

505 PINE STREET, CLEARWATER
www.clearwaterlegion.org

PULL TAB BO O TH  H O URS
    • mon-Thurs: 4 pm-10 pm

• Fri & saT: noon-10 pm
• sun: 2 pm-9 pm

Electronic pull tabs available

Thank  you V eterans!

FOOD & LIQUOR
Hours: Mon-Thurs 

11am-11pm, 
Fri & Sat 11am-12am. 

Sun 11am-9pm

D AI LY  LUNC H  SPEC I ALS
Mon - Fri, 11-2pm

NI G H TLY  D I NNER SPEC I ALS
Beginning at 4pm

H APPY  H O UR:
Mon - Fri: 3-6pm

LATE NI G H T H APPY  H O UR:
Fri & Sat: 9-11pm

BANQ UET RO O M ( SEATS 19 5)

All veterans receive a FREE Hot Beef 
Commercial Meal on Veteran’s Day!

HORSE RACING FRIDAYS AT 5:30

Land of the Free 
because of 
the brave. 

Thank you veterans!

www.patriotnewsmn.com

REAL DISCOUNTS 
FOR

REAL HEROES

®

CALL                              FOR  A FREE CONSULTATION     (320) 558-2021

REAL DISCOUNTS 
FOR

REAL HEROES

®

FIREFIGHTERS POLICE MILITARY HEALTHCARE TEACHERS

    

1 8 8 1

GIDGET BORST, a 1989 Becker HS graduate, has served 31 
years in the military and is now retired and living in Texas. (Sub-
mitted Photo).

Becker native serves in military for 31 years Celebrating Veteran’s Day 
through WWII films

Every list I’ ve seen of 
the g reatest WWII movies 
ever, beg ins with Saving  Pri-
vate Ryan ( 1998) .  Afterall, 
it has a star-stu dded cast, a 
big  bu dg et, and a 24-min-
u te opening  scene that pu ts 
viewers in the middle of the 
D-Day invasion, bu t after 
those first 24 minutes, the 
movie is ordinary.  It’ s Spiel-
berg’s homage to war films.  
It’ s worth a watch, bu t if you  
have 2 hou rs and 49 minu tes, 
the ru ntime for SPR, here are 
three other WWII movies 
you  cou ld watch instead. 

Patton
B efore The G odfather 

( 1972) , Francis Ford Coppola 
wrote the screenplay for Pat-
ton ( 1970 ) , a movie he was 
eventually fired from because 
of creative differences with 
the stu dio who hired another 
writer, Edmu nd H. North, to 
make it more conventional.  
Thankfu lly, mu ch of what 
Coppola wrote stayed in the 
movie, inclu ding  his iconic 
opening  scene of G en. Patton 
standing  before a g iant Amer-
ican flag, giving a speech to 
a crowd of soldiers.  Coppola 
did eventu ally win an O scar 
for B est Screenplay and Pat-
ton wou ld g o on to win six 
more O scars inclu ding  B est 
Pictu re, B est Director, and 
B est Actor. 

It’ s been called the think-
ing man’s war film because it 
is unlike any war film ever 
made, du e larg ely to the 
film’s portrayal of the gen-
eral.     At the end of WWII, 
Patton had two repu tations, 
one of being  a war hawk and 
a despotic commander, the 
other, a su ccessfu l and ma-
ny-faceted leader.  Patton, the 
movie, depicts him as both.  
G eorg e C. Scott’ s brilliant 
performance defines Patton 
as a charismatic, yet flawed 
man, who is placed in the ex-
traordinary position of com-
manding  the g reatest army in 
the world.  Love him or hate 
him, you  won’ t be able to 
take you r eyes off him.

J udgement at 
Nuremberg
If you  don’ t like war 

movies, bu t love cou rtroom 
drama, Ju dg ement at Nu rem-
berg  ( 196 1)  is the movie for 
you .  The Nu remberg  trials 
weren’ t j u st held to hold Nazi 
leaders accou ntable for the 
atrocities they committed, 

bu t also to docu ment those 
atrocities. Members of the US 
Military were instru mental in 
making  that happen, leaving  a 
record of service for soldiers 
who contribu ted to the war 
effort besides combat. 

Leg endary Director 
Stanley Kramer, brou g ht to-
g ether a cast of Hollywood 
royalty:  Spencer Tracy, B u rt 
Lancaster, Richard Widmark, 
Maximilian Schell, Marlene 
Dietrich, Ju dy G arland, and 
Montg omery Clift.  Each 
actor delivering  career best 
performances. 

Ju dg ement at Nu rem-
berg  shows that the holocau st 
was no accident and attempts 
to explain how ordinary peo-
ple cou ld be du ped into su p-
porting  g enocide. 

Lee
Kate Winslet plays 

WWII Photoj ou rnalist Lee 
Miller.  Reportedly, Lee 
( 20 23 )  took eig ht years to 
make and Winslet, also one 
of the Produ cers, chose to 
pay two weeks’  worth of sal-
aries for cast and crew du e to 
u nstable fu nding  to g et the 
film made.  The movie goes 
to places one wou ld expect to 
g o, bu t adds new life to them 
by seeing  the places throu g h 
the lens of Lee Miller.  Lee 
docu mented the bombing  of 
London, the B attle of Saint 
Malo, and the Liberation of 
Paris, photog raphing  French 
resistance fighters and ordi-
nary citizens shaming  women 
who consorted with G erman 
officers docu menting  their 
shaven heads.  She went to 
B u chenwald and Dachau  
and visited Hitler’ s B erlin 
flat shortly after the surrender 
of G ermany, where she was 
photog raphed taking  a bath in 
Hitler’ s tu b.  Lee is stu nning  
and worth viewing .  

By Don Bellach, 
Contributing Writer
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Thank you, Veterans!

Thank you to all veterans!
Some fought, some served, 

some were mAImed, some died, 
some will never be the same again!

Special thanks to those who supported them at home!

13350 1st St, Becker, MN • 763-261-4464
(Next to Becker Furniture World)

M-F 8am - 6pm  •  Sat 8am - 5pm  •  Sun 10am - 3pmM-F 8am - 6pm  •  Sat 8am - 5pm  •  Sun 10am - 3pm
Becker

Honoring 
all who 
served, 

Thank you 
Veterans!

Please join Rep. Shane 
mekeland and Sen. Andrew 
Mathews in saying Thank 
You to our Veterans and 
active military for your 
commitment and sacrifices 
made for our freedom!

We Salute 
You!

Prepared and paid for by Mekeland for House, PO Box 176, Becker, MN 55308
& Mathews for Senate, PO Box 193, Princeton, MN 55371

RESIDENTIAL | COMMERCIAL | INDUSTRIAL

BECKER, MN | (763) 263-8334 | HUBMN.COM

A sincere thank you to all our
military personnel for the

sacrifices you have made for
our freedom.

A sincere thank you to all our
military personnel for the

sacrifices you have made for
our freedom.

RESIDENTIAL | COMMERCIAL | INDUST

BECKER MN | (763) 263-8334 | HUBMN CC

Thank you to all that have 
served. Happy Veteran’s Day!

williamsdingmann.comRonneby 320-968-4197 

Under new 

Darin &Jordan Agnew 

O pen 
D aily 

11am til 
close

“Good Times, Good Food & Good Friends”

Darin &Jordan Agnew Darin &Jordan Agnew Darin &Jordan Agnew Darin &Jordan Agnew 

ownership!
 FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK 
FOR DAILY SOUP, LUNCH 

& HANDCRAFTED 
DINNER SPECIALS!

1 FREE meal & 
beverage for 
veterans on 
Nov. 11 from 

special menu. 
Dine-in only

Thank you Vets!

By Don Bellach, 
Contributing Writer

Veteran’ s Day differs 
from Memorial Day in that 
it honors all service mem-
bers, not j u st those who 
died in service.  It is a day 
for the g eneral pu blic to 
recog nize and thank those 
who have served our  coun -
try in both times of peace 
and conflict. 2n Tuesday, 
2ctober 28, 2025, this re-
porter had the opportu nity 
to sit down with fou r B ig  
Lake veterans to talk about  
their service. 

Patric k B evins
Patrick B evins served 

in the Army from 2008�
2012 as an infantryman 
who was deployed to Iraq .  
He admits to not being  
the brig htest kid in Hig h 
School. 

³That’s how I ended up 
in the Army,”  he said.  

He said he got  a lot out  
of his experience.  

“ It g ave me the disci-
pline and skills I needed 
to sq u are myself away and 
become a produc tive mem-
ber of society and also ga ve 
me the skills, motivation, 
and tools to help others and 
maintain a positive imag e 
of myself.”  

G reen and Sc hultz
B evins’  experience 

seemed to echo in the sto-
ries of service of Ketti 
G reen and Dou g  Schu ltz.  
G reen served in the Navy 
from 1986�1991.  She was 
stationed in Dam Neck, 
VA as a data processor.  
She shared that she en-
listed becau se she needed 
to find herself.  She knew 
that colleg e was not g oing  
to be her next step.  Her 
service tau g ht her to be 
resilient and to u nderstand 
that when something needs 
to be done, you  j u st do it.  
G reen also met her hu sband 
of 36 years during her Navy 
years.

Schu ltz had two stints 
in the Army National 
Guard, 1987�1993 and 
2009�2025, serving as an 
Eng ineer.  He admitted he 
always thou g ht he wou ld 
be in the military becau se 
he needed to “ g et whipped 
into shape.”

Du ring  his service, he 
g ot to see the world, g oing  
to Jamaica and Costa Rica 
to bu ild schools du ring  
his first stretch and Ku -
wait, Iraq,  and Pue rto Rico 
dur ing his second, when he 
became a “ water dog ” , an 

eng ineer who was focu sed 
on potable water issue s.  In 
Pu erto Rico, he helped de-
salinate water after Hu rri-
cane Maria.    

E mmanuel Corona
Emmanu el Corona’ s 

motives for enlisting  were 
more practical.  He wanted 
to work in the electrical 
field and knew the Navy 
wou ld g ive him the skills 
to do that.  Corona served 
from 2016�2022.  He spent 
his service on the USS 
Nimitz and was onboard 
during the time of C2VID�
19 lockdowns.  He and his 
shipmates were deployed 
for 11 continuous months, 
rarely leaving  their ship.  
That is where he learned a 
lesson that he carries with 
him today, ³The people 
next to you  are the ones 
who will carry you through 
tough t imes.”  

For each individu al, 
service to others did not end 
with their military service, 
it was j u st the beg inning .  
B evans came home and was 
treated for PTSD.  Since 
then, he has u sed that ex-
perience to help other Vet-
erans, working  as a cou rt 
appointed Veteran’ s Men-
tor in Anoka Count y’ s vol-
u ntary prog ram called the 
Veteran’s Treatment Court 
that helps to keep veterans 
sober and out  of j ail.  

G reen works at the 

front desk in the Sherbur ne 
County Veteran’s 2ffice 
and helps veterans nav-
ig ate a system meant to 
assist them, bu t often fru s-
trates them.  They are all 
aware and a part of the ³22 
a day”  movement which is 
a collection of unaffiliated 
org anizations that raise 
awareness for the problem 
of veteran’ s su icide.  A 
2012 VA report estimated 
that 22 veterans commit 
su icide each day in ou r 
count ry.   

The Veterans in this 
story all appreciate people 
who thank them for their 
service, but  there are things  
that they wou ld like the 
g eneral pu blic to do more 
of.  Though they respect ev-
eryone’ s right  to not do so, 
they wish everyone wou ld 
stand for the flag, take their 
hats off, and pay attention 
more when the flag is pre-
sented.  

“ Where a lot of people 
see it as a political symbol, 
we see it as not that,”  said 
B evins. “ A lot of our  broth-
ers and sisters were u nder-
neath that flag and are no 
longer with us.  That’s why 
we take it a little more seri-
ous ly in honoring i t.”  

G reen mentioned that 
women veterans are not al-
ways recog nized for their 
service, which is disap-
pointing. 

“ Women are ou t there 
and they play a vital role in 
everything  that they do in 
the military,”  she said.   

2n Veteran’s Day, her 
hu sband is often recog nized 
as a veteran and she is not, 
even when she is right  next 
to him. 

Corona, whose wife is 
also a veteran, ag reed say-
ing  that people acknowl-
edge  him, but  don’ t always 
acknowledge  her. 

They all agreed that 
people coul d do a better j ob 
of talking to veterans.  B ev-
ins said there are two things  
you shoul d never ask a vet-
eran. 

“ Have you  ever killed 
anyone? ”  and “ have you  
ever seen anyone die? ” .  

2ther than that, ask 
them abou t their service, 
ge t to know them and what 
they have done.  This Vet-
eran’ s Day, honor veterans, 
bu t also take a moment to 
talk to some of them.    

LOCAL VETERANS Doug Schultz, Ketti Green, Patrick Bevans, and Emmanuel Corona stand in 
front of the American flag. (Patriot Photo by Don Bellach)

This Veteran’s Day, talk to a Vet

By Mary Nehring, 
Contributing Writer

The American Legion Clearwater Post 323 Member-
ship Dinner was held on 2ctober 25, 2025 to a full house. 

Entertainment was provided by Emily Williams, who 
sang  and played the g u itar. Festivities started with the 
Pledge  of Allegi ance and a prayer led by chaplain Wally 
Westerberg.

Jeweline Fieldseth ( Clearwater Leg ion B ar and G rill 
Manage r)  and her team served a delicious  meal consisting 
of Chicken Kiev, scalloped potatoes and g reen beans. Des-
sert ( cake)  was provided by Clearwater Coborns. American 
Legion Clearwater Post 323 is over 200 members strong�  

The post exceeded their goals for the membership 
drive, which led to being  ranked nu mber one in the state 
percentage  increase in members.

A FULL HOUSE at the Clearwater American Legion was 
observed last weekend as the organization held their annual 
membership dinner. (Submitted Photo).

CW Legion Hosts 
Membership Dinner

VOLUNTEERS FROM BIG LAKE AMERICAN LEGION AND 
BIG LAKE BEYOND THE YELLOW RIBBON worked Saturday 
clearing gardens in preparation for winter. (Submitted Photo).

Prepping for winter
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Thank you, Veterans!

Lakes Gas is proud to
honor all who served.

TO OUR LOCAL VETERANS, 
THANK YOU FOR
YOUR SERVICE.

MPIBECKER.COM

Thank You for Your
Dedication & Service.

763-262-BOAT(2628)

7 63- 263- 2019
Lake Shopping Center • Big Lake

M- FRI., 8-7, SAT., 8-6, Sun., 9-5

Thanks to all 
Veterans!

We appreciate 
your service

MACHINING AND WELDING INC.
24-HOUR CRANE SERVICE

6715 125th Ave - Clear Lake • 320.743.2387 • Cell: 320.290.9843
WWW.STMACHININGWELDING.COM

Special thanks to our 

Veterans!
THANK YOU TO 

OUR VETERANS!
Annandale 320-274-8216
Clearwater 320-558-2271

www.LakeCentral.Bank

320-743-2147 Located: 6 miles N of Clear Lake on Cty 6
pull tabs•  electronic pull tabs

Thank you 
to our 

Veterans!

Combat 
Veteran- 
Owned

WWW.ROYALRENOVATIONS.NET

Thank you to all Veterans!

14273 Bank St, Becker
763-262-7726

Thank You 
Veterans!

Submitted Article

Military service mem-
bers provide an invalu able 
service that protects na-
tional ideals and ensu res the 
cou ntry and variou s reg ions 
arou nd the world are safe 
havens for people from all 
walks of life. That service 
requi res considerable sacri-
fice, and the cost of service 
can extend well beyond the 
time military personnel are 
on active dut y.

According  to the U.S. 
Department of Veterans 
Affairs, more than 1.7 mil-
lion veterans u tilized men-
tal health services at the 
VA last year. That need is 
not exclu sive to American 
veterans, as the Govern-
ment of Canada reports that 
one�fifth of Canadian veter-
ans experience a diagnos ed 
mental health disorder at 
some point du ring  their 
lives. Mental health ser-
vices can help veterans su c-
cessfully navigate difficult 
periods in their lives, and 
the following  are variou s 
types of therapies service 
members may encou nter 
dur ing their treatment j our -
neys.

•  I ndividual and 
group c ounseling:  Amer-
ican Addiction Centers 
notes that individu al cou n-
seling  is a one-on-one ap-
proach to therapy that can 
help veterans work through 
their issues, thoughts, con-
cerns, emotions, and in-
dividu al situ ations. Some 
veterans may prefer indi-
vidu al cou nseling  becau se 
of confidentiality and the 
one-on-one attention each 
session provides. B u t 
g rou p cou nseling  provides 
an opportu nity to receive 

and g ive su pport from and 
to others who may be in 
similar situ ations and have 
similar experiences du ring  
their time in the military.

•  Couples and family 
c ounseling:  Cou ples and 
family cou nseling  can hep 
veterans open u p with those 
closest to them, which some 
veterans struggl e with after 
their time in the military. 
The VA notes that cou ples 
therapy for veterans and 
their significant others can 
help them reconnect spir-
itu ally and romantically. 
Therapists leading this type 
of therapy aim to create a 
space for listening and mu -
tua l un derstanding. 

•  Military sex ual 
trauma ( MST)  c ounsel-
ing:  The VA notes military 
sexua l traum a refers to sex-
u al assau lt or harassment 
experienced du ring  mili-
tary service. Cou nseling  
for MST can help veterans 
cope with how a trau matic 
sexu al experience while 
serving  is impacting  veter-
ans’  cu rrent lives and can 
involve in-depth discu s-
sions of the experience. 

•  Read j ustment 
c ounseling:  Readj u stment 
cou nseling  aims to help 
veterans and their fami-
lies su ccessfu lly transition 
from military life to civil-
ian life. That transition can 
be difficult for both veter-
ans and their families, and 
it’ s important to note that 
family members of individ-
u als who served in combat 
zones or received a military 
campaig n ribbon are elig i-
ble for readj u stment cou n-
seling.

•  B ereavement ( grief)  
c ounseling:  Many veter-
ans g o throu g h emotional 

and psycholog ical stress 
after the death of a fellow 
service member who they 
knew or served along side 
at some point du ring  their 
time in the military. This 
type of cou nseling  offers 
su pport after the death of 
loved one. It’ s important 
to note that bereavement 
cou nseling  can be sou g ht 
even if a loved one who 
passed away was not in the 
military.

•  Substanc e use treat-
ment:  The VA notes many 
veterans have problems 
with alcohol, tobacco, 
street drugs, and prescrip-
tion medicines. Variou s 
services, including medi-
cally managed detoxifica-
tion, are offered to veterans 
u nder the u mbrella of su b-
stance us e treatment.

Mental health issu es 
are not u ncommon among  
military veterans. Variou s 
therapies are available and 
effective at helping  veter-
ans navig ate su ch issu es. 
More information is avail-
able at va.gov and veterans.
gc/ca/.

Therapy options for veterans 

Submitted Article

Veterans Day ( United 
States)  and Remembrance 
Day ( Canada)  are commemo-
rated each year on November 
11. Both holidays honor the 
individu als who served in the 
armed forces for their respec-
tive cou ntries.

Commu nity-wide events 
tend to be held on November 
11, but any day of the year 
is a g ood time to pay respect 
to veterans. 2n a local level, 
people can do mu ch to thank 
veterans for their service and 
sacrifice.

•  Provide a free restau-
rant meal.  O ffer to take ou t 
a veteran for breakfast, lunch 
or dinner. If you  see a veteran 
eating in a restaurant, anon-
ymou sly pay the bill for that 
person.

•  Send c are pac kages.  
Commu nities can g ather re-
sou rces and chip in to make 
care packag es for veterans 
who live in town, and even 
to send to troops stationed 
elsewhere. Inclu de foods and 
comforts from home.

•  B uy from veterans.
Seek ou t veteran-owned bu si-
nesses in the area, and then 
make pu rchases from their 

retail stores or u tilize their 
services.

•  Volunteer at a VA 
hospital.  Spend time with 
veterans where they receive 
care for cu rrent health needs 
or past inj u ries su ffered in 
combat.

•  Dec orate c emeter-
ies.  Honor fallen veterans by 
placing flowers or flags by 
their g ravesites. 

•  Partic ipate in a pa-
rade.  If you r town hosts a 
Veterans Day or Remem-
brance Day parade, find out 
how you  can volu nteer or be 
a part of it. O ftentimes parade 
officials enable youth groups, 
su ch as hig h school marching  
bands or scouting troops, to 
participate in the parade.

•  Write to the news-

paper.  Write an op-ed or 
hig hlig ht piece to su bmit to 
the newspaper abou t veter-
ans in the commu nity. Men-
tion local veterans who have 
unique stories, or speak about 
the importance of veterans to 
the commu nity.

•  Ask a veteran to 
speak.  If you  work in a 
school or a commu nity cen-
ter, ask veterans to share their 
experiences with area you th.

•  Visit loc al memori-
als.  Spend time visiting  me-
morials nearby and paying  
homag e to the veterans who 
devoted their time, or even 
their lives, to service.

Commu nity members 
have plenty of opportu nities 
and ways to g ive back to vet-
erans in the area.

Gestures anyone can embrace 
in support of veterans

Submitted Article

The Department of 
Veterans Affairs notes that 
approximately 2.7 million 
Americans served in the 
Vietnam War. There was 
strong  domestic opposition to 
American involvement in the 
conflict, and many veterans 
retu rning  from the war were 
treated poorly and u nfairly. 
That made it difficu lt for 
Vietnam veterans to adj u st to 
life at home, a problem com-
pou nded by the trau ma of the 
war.

Althou g h it is impossible 
to reverse time and remedy 
the poor treatment of Viet-
nam veterans, there are ways 
that the pu blic can honor 
those veterans who sacrificed 
their safety and health in ser-
vice of their cou ntry. These 
ideas can help commu nities 
express their g ratitu de to vet-
erans who served in the Viet-
nam War.

•  J oin the Vietnam War 
Commemoration as a c om-
memorative partner.  O nce 
approved, member organiza-
tions are g iven a free starter 

kit of materials for develop-
ing  and implementing  their 
prog rams and events.

•  Adopt a c are fac ility.  
Individu als or org anizations 
can su pport a local VA hospi-
tal or g athering  org anization 
by org anizing  events that can 
include visits, food and enter-
tainment.

•  Single out Vietnam 
veterans in the c ommunity.
Spotlig ht featu res on veterans 
who live in town with write-
u ps in the newspaper or in-
terviews for a townwide blog  
or social media g rou p. Share 
veterans’  stories with as many 
people as possible.

•  Offer spec ial dis-
c ounts to Vietnam veter-
ans.  O n National Vietnam 
War Veterans Day in March, 
community officials can en-
cou rag e local restau rants to 
offer discou nts on meals and 
small bu siness owners can 
offer exclu sive sales to ser-
vice personnel who served in 
Vietnam. 

These are some of the 
ways commu nities can rec-
og nize Vietnam veterans 
who call their towns and cit-
ies home.

Honor Vietnam veterans in your community
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Thank you, Veterans!

T&J Construction

320.286.8528 • info@tjconstructionmn.com 
• www.tjconstructionmn.com • BC 726602 

THANK YOU VETERANS 
FOR YOUR SERVICE!

 A Veteran operated company.

C LEARWATER TAX  
& ACCOUNTING SERVICE LLC

935 Clearwater Center (next to The Kettle) • (320)558-6800
www.ClearwaterTax.net

Thank you 
Veterans!

763-241-7900
AUTO • HOME • HEALTH • BUSINESS • WORK 

COMP • BONDS • COMMERCIAL

Thank you VETERANS for 
serving this great country!

Three loc ations to serve you. . .
Becker 763-261-4200 | Princeton 763-389-4099 | Monticello 763-271-7177

www. sherburnestatebank. c om

Sherburne
State Bank

WE HONOR AND SALUTE ALL BRANCHES OF THE MILITARY!
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE TO OUR COUNTRY!

Thank you Veterans, 
for your service!

uss dorchester post 8731

Breakfast Every Day

713 S Cedar St, Monticello (corner of 94 & Hwy 25) • 763-295-3792 • Open daily 8am - 2am

Happy Hour & Pull Tabs

Gambling 
Lic. #00357

Mon. thru Fri., 8am - 11am  • Sat. & Sun., 8am to noon

Join us November 11th, 2025 
to celebrate our veterans!
Today is your day, today we celebrate and honor you 

and everything you have done for this country!

8AM-8PM, WE WILL OFFER ALL VETERANS A FREE MEAL! 
(MUST PRESNT MILITARY ID - DD214, MEMBERSHIP CARD, VA CARD, MILITARY ID)

BREAKFAST MEAL (served 8am-11am):
Ham & Cheese Omelet with Hashbrowns or 

Breakfast Potatoes & Choice of Toast
LUNCH/DINNER MEAL (served 11am-8pm):

Sliced Ham & Scalloped Potatoes, Green Beans & Dinner Roll

uss dorchester post 8731

713 S Cedar St, Monticello (corner of 94 & Hwy 25) • 763-295-3792 • Open daily 8am - 2am

Happy Hour & Pull Tabs

Gambling 
Lic. #00357

Breakfast Every Day

Friday night Paddle Wheel starts at 430pm
Tuesday Night Races at 5pm and 
Bingo at 645pm 
MEAT RAFFLES  SAT. & SUN. At 3pm

VETERANS DAY!

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE!

Submitted Article

Veterans Day honors 
the millions of men and 
women who have sacri-
ficed much to serve in the 
United States military. 
Veterans Day is commem-
orated each year on No-
vember 11 because it was 
that day in 1918 when an 
armistice was reached be-
tween combatants in World 
War I, which estimates sug-
gest claimed the lives of as 
many as 22 million people.

There are many ways 
for Americans to celebrate 
veterans on Veterans Day. 
Visiting war memorials can 
instill a greater sense of ap-
preciation for the men and 
women who have served in 
the United States military. 
The following are some no-
table war memorials hon-
oring veterans across the 
United States.

Tomb of the 
Unknown Soldier
The Tomb of the Un-

known Soldier is an iconic 
memorial located in Arling-
ton National Cemetery in 
Arlington, Virginia. Cem-
etery officials note New 
York Congressman and 
World War I veteran Ham-
ilton Fish, Jr., played an 
integral role in establishing 
the Tomb of the Unknown 
Soldier by proposing leg-
islation that provided for 
the internment of one un-
known American soldier 
killed during WWI. Guards 
are now present at the tomb 
24/7, and visitors, including 
U.S. presidents and foreign 
dignitaries, typically lay a 
wreath at the tomb to honor 
the sacrifices of all U.S. 

veterans.
Korean War 
Veterans Memorial
The Korean War Vet-

erans Memorial in Wash-
ington, D.C. honors the 
roughly 1.5 million Amer-
ican veterans who fought 
alongside forces from the 
United Nations in a conflict 
that lasted from 1950 to 
1953. Nineteen sculptures 
depicting U.S. servicemen 
on patrol during the con-
flict are among the many 
notable components of this 
moving memorial, which 
also features a wall and 
pool of remembrance that 
display the names of the 
more than 36,000 Ameri-
cans killed during the Ko-
rean War.

Liberty Memorial
The Liberty Memorial 

in Kansas City, Missouri, 
was built in 1926 to honor 
the brave American service 
members who lost their 

lives in World War I. The 
Liberty Memorial, which is 
now known as the National 
World War I Museum and 
Memorial, is an iconic 
landmark in Kansas City 
that features the Liberty 
Memorial Tower, which 
rises 217 feet about Me-
morial Courtyard and 268 
feet above the North Lawn. 
The top of the tower emits 
a flame at night to create a 
stunning visual. Memory 
Hall on the east side of the 
Liberty Memorial Tower 
containing a portion of the 
Panthéon de la Guerre, an 
iconic French painting that 
depicts the Allied nations of 
World War I.

USS Arizona 
Memorial
The USS Arizona Me-

morial in Honolulu, Hawaii, 
is dedicated to preserving 
the memories of the sac-
rifices of servicemen who 
fought in the Pacific theater 

throughout World War II. 
The memorial marks the 
resting place of more than 
1,100 sailors during the 
Japanese attack on Pearl 
Harbor on December 7, 
1941, an event that led to 
U.S. involvement in World 
War II. The memorial is ac-
cessible exclusively by boat 
and the sunken remains of 
the battleship USS Arizona 
straddle the site.

These are just four 
of the many notable land-
marks that commemorate 
the sacrifice and service of 
U.S. military members over 
the course of the nation’s 
history.

Notable monuments to Veterans across the United States

Submitted Article

Each November, mil-
lions of people recognize 
the service and sacrifice of 
military veterans on Vet-
erans Day. Initially com-
memorated as Armistice 
Day but renamed Veterans 
Day in the United States in 
1954, the holiday is a fed-
eral holiday throughout the 
country.

The first Armistice Day 
was observed in 1919. De-
spite that lengthy history, 
the general public may still 
have questions about Vet-
erans Day.

When is Veterans 
Day Observed?
The U.S. Department 

of Veterans Affairs notes 
that Veterans Day is al-
ways observed officially on 
November 11, regardless 
of which day of the week 
that happens to be. In 2025, 
Veterans Day is Tuesday, 
November 11. When Veter-
ans Day falls on a Saturday, 
the federal observation date 
is the day before, Friday.

Why is November 11 
So Significant?
November 11 is a sig-

nificant day in world his-
tory because it marks the 
signing of the armistice be-
tween the Allies of World 
War I and Germany at 5:45 
a.m. on November 11, 
1918. Though the formal 
peace treaty, the Treaty of 
Versailles, was not signed 
until 1919 and hostilities 
between the sides contin-
ued for hours after the ar-
mistice was signed, the day 
is still viewed as the end of 
World War I.

What Distinguishes 
Veterans Day 
from Memorial Day?
The VA notes that Vet-

erans Day honors all those 
individuals who served 

honorably in the miliary 
during both wartime and 
peacetime. Memorial Day 
is a day to honor and re-
member military personnel 
who died in the service of 
their country, particularly 
those who lost their lives 
in battle or as a result of 
wounds sustained in battle.

What is the 
Significance of 
Red Poppies?
Red poppies are ubiq-

uitous on Memorial Day, 
but they’re also visible 
on Veterans Day. Though 
it’s not taboo to wear red 
poppies on Veterans Day, 
it’s a tradition that aligns 
more with Memorial Day. 
That’s because the poppies 
are typically worn to honor 
fallen military personnel. 
A 1915 poem written by a 
Canadian Lieutenant Col-
onel named John McCrae 
referred to the fields of 
poppies growing around 
the graves of World War I 
soldiers in Flanders.

Do Other Countries 
Honor their 
Military Veterans?
Many countries across 

the globe honor their mil-
itary veterans, and many 
do so on November 11 as 
well. For example, Cana-
dians and Australians ob-
serve Remembrance Day 
in honor of their nation’s 
respective veterans on No-
vember 11. Great Britain 
observes Remembrance 
Day on the Sunday nearest 
to November 11.

Veterans Day is a day 
to honor and commemorate 
the brave men and women 
who have honorably served 
in the U.S. military during 
wartime and peacetime.

FAQ about Veterans Day




