
By Penny Leuthard,
Contributing Writer

Last Sunday the Clearwater 
Legion Riders invited the public to 
come in and vote for their favorite 
chili during their annual chili cook-
off fundraiser. 

Entries were lined up by 12 
p.m. when the event opened for 
taste testing and voting. Mark Ir-
miter, Robert Whitehead, Gary 
Grant, Dan Watson, and Larry 
Grimlie all brought their best chili 
for the competition. A Becker res-
ident also brought in chili just to 

share.
Voting ended at 1:30, after 

which the chili cook-off changed 
into all-you-can-eat chili. Once the 
votes were tabulated, first place 
went to Watson for his masterpiece 
‘Improv Chili.’ Second place went 
to Grant’s chili recipe. 

Watson has been entering 
the cook-off for the past four 
years, each year trying some-
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week’s publication.
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We are now 
in Palmer!

WELCOME HOME. U.S. Army 
SFC Chris James received a warm 
welcome last weekend when he 
returned to Becker after being 
deployed for 11 months in Ku-
wait. Above, he is pictured with 
his wife Kassie and children Sage 
and Lorelai.  (Submitted photo.)

      I N S E RT S
•  Fo o d  P r i d e 
•  C o b o r n ’s
•  R u n n i n g s

Inside
BIG LAKE

During Big Lake Township’s latest 
meeting, the board welcomed 

several new and old members of 
the fire department. 

See the story on page 7.

COUNTY
The Sherburne County Board ap-
proved a $577k SCORE budget for 

2022. See the story on page 3. 

BECKER
The Becker Dance Team took sec-
ond place in jazz and third place in 
kick in last week’s section tour-
nament. That means the girls are 

headed to state for the first time in 
their history of competition! 

Check out the story on page 10.
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By Bill Morgan, Staff Writer
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RAWR!
It’s probably the sound 

your mind makes when you 
drive up to the home of 
Paul Larcom of Becker.

Imagine you are Jeff 
Goldblum from Jurassic 
Park urging his rescuers to 
“drive faster, drive faster!”

Paul Larcom has been 
creating snow sculptures for 
numerous years in the front 
yard of his parents’ home 
along Sherburne Ave. This 
year’s subject — a gigantic 
Tyranasaurus Rex with his 
mouth gaping wide.

RAWR!
One year in 2017, Paul 

completed a tribute to Car-
rie Fisher, aka Princess 
Leia by sculpting a life-size 
rendering of her holding 
a weapon. He also did a 
sculpture of Han Solo fro-
zen in carbonite.

A year earlier, Paul 
formed a racing snail  out of 
snow from the movie, The 
Neverending Story. The 
behemoth gastropod was 
painted but within a short 
time, had melted with the 
spring snow.

But this year’s sculp-
ture tops them all. The di-

nosaur is about 
12 feet high 
and took Paul 
three weeks 
to complete. 
He used twigs 
and branches 
to form the arms 
and legs to pack 
snow around. His 
scuplture has been so 
popular, dozens of peo-
ple are driving dozens of 
miles to catch a glimpse 
of the mammoth, extinct 
lizard-like creature. Local 
TV stations sent camera-
men and reporters to 
the Larcom home 
to get footage 
and to interview 
the incredible 
snow-sculpt ing 
artist.

Paul, 28, seems 
to love putting his 
artwork on display 
along Sherburne Ave. in 
Becker. It tends to cause 
some traffic issues but it’s 
all worth it when one sees 
the amazed faces on the 
kids as they approach the 
realistic reptiled beast of 
days gone by.

RAWR!
Paul is the son of Jean-

nine and Dave Larcom and 
he has one sister, Jenny.

Larcom sculpts giant 
Mesozoic era beast

RAWR!

THE CLEARWATER LEGION RIDERS chili cook-off crew, including first place winner Dan Watson (second from the left). (Photo by Penny Leuthard.)

Clearwater Legion Riders hold chili cook-off

LEGION to page 4

Larcom’s creation has been featured 
on several local TV news channels! 
See more photos on page 3!

Submitted article

(Editor’s Note: 
The following ar-
ticle was submit-
ted by the Wright 
County Sheriff’s 
office.)

W r i g h t 
County Sheriff’s 
Office K9 Grizz 
has received a dona-
tion of body armor.

Wright  County 

Sheriff’s Office K9 Grizz 
has received a bullet and 
stab protective vest thanks 
to a charitable donation 
from non-profit organi-
zation Vested Interest 
in K9s, Inc. K9 Grizz’s 
vest was sponsored by 
National Police As-
sociation and embroi-

dered with the sentiment 
“Gifted by NationalPo-
lice.org.”

Vested Interest in 

K9s, Inc.,  established 
in 2009, is a 501(c)(3) 
charity whose mission is 
to provide bullet and stab 
protective vests and other 
assistance to dogs of law 
enforcement and related 
agencies throughout the 
United States. This po-
tentially lifesaving body 
armor for four-legged K9 
officers is U.S. made, cus-

Wright Co. K9 Grizz gets bulletproof vest

K9 to page 5



By Mark Kolbinger,
Contributing Writer

The landscape could 
be changing soon in Clear 
Lake, as the city council 
met Monday evening and 
heard an update on a pair 
of developments that could 
begin seeing new home 
construction in the near fu-
ture.

Representatives from 
both the Parkside devel-
opment and Hunter Lake 
Bluffs were on hand to have 
an open discussion with 
council regarding future 
plans for housing and other 
amenities.

Hunter Lake
The current develop-

ment near Hunter Lake has 
another phase that could see 
development in the near fu-
ture, based on the prelimi-
nary discussions with the 
developer.

One of the main items 
discussed was what to do in 
the future with the natural 
area contained in the first 
phase of the development. 
It was always meant to be 
a pristine buffer area, but 
in the past several years 
people have been accessing 
the area and leaving trash 
behind. The developer has 
been back three times over 
the past ten plus years to 
clean it up, but a more per-
manent solution was being 
sought.

Originally, a Home-
owners Association (HOA) 
existed in the develop-

ment, but that has since 
disbanded.  With an ad-
dition of the phase two 
plans, council felt the un-
developed area should be 
retained, but possibly with 
city ownership and the es-
tablishment of trails for the 
public to use. With the ad-
ditional houses being built 
near the pristine area, it 
was felt there would be bet-
ter surveillance in the area 
to discourage people from 
having negative effects on 
the land.

Discussions will con-
tinue in the future, although 
no date has been deter-
mined for the second phase 
to commence.

Parkside
The Parkside devel-

opment discussion was led 
by Jay Roos, LGI Homes 
representative, who spoke 
about the timeline and plans 
for the second phase.  

City Engineer Keith 
Yapp also weighed in on 
the final plat, noting that 
he had some very minor 
concerns he wanted to ad-
dress, but that the bulk of 
the plans were similar to the 
original plat.

The biggest area of 
discussion for this project 
was the timing of any fu-
ture development beyond 
Parkside and the size and 
scope of the lift station 
that would service the area.  
One option was to put in a 
smaller sewer service that 
would service the 130 pos-
sible homes, while another 

option was to create a more 
regional substation that 
would allow for future ex-
pansion beyond the scope 
of the current development,  
Pros and cons for each of 
the options were discussed 
and ultimately, council de-
cided to pass a motion for 
continuance of the final 
plat, with more discussions 
to follow.

In the next few weeks, 
Clerk Kari Koren will be 
in contact with the city at-
torney and Roos, as the de-
veloper’s agreement will be 
worked on in order to keep 
the project moving.

In Other Business, 
the Council:
• Heard from Sher-

burne County Attorney 
Kathleen Heaney about her 
office’s prosecutorial ser-
vices in 2021, noting that 
62 cases were handled on 
behalf of the city. Heaney 
also shared county-wide 
data that included a 16% 
increase in felony filings in 
the past year, as well as a 
25% increase in gross mis-
demeanors. Heaney’s office 
has been working overtime 
to work through the back-
log of cases that accumu-
lated during the COVID-19 
pandemic;

• Heard an update from 
Sgt. Andy Ochs of the 
SCSO that detailed 75 calls 
for service last month, in-
cluding 21 traffic stops;

• Approved the city 
personnel reviews that had 
been discussed at the closed 

meeting earlier in the eve-
ning;

• Approved a water 
refund for a resident who 
experienced unusual high 
flow charges due to a faulty 
plumbing fixture, agreeing 
to keep the refund the same 
as past practice within the 
city;

• Approved a new pay 
structure for training for 
personnel from the CLFD. 
Member Chad Nelson ab-
stained from the vote since 
he is a member of the de-
partment.
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Proudly 
serving the 

communities of 
Becker, 

Big Lake, 
Clear Lake and 

Clearwater!
We appreciate 

your 
business and 
readership!

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

763-262-2889

www.jeddelohsnyder.com

• Family Law
• Real Estate
• Business Planning
• Business Litigation
• Wills & Trusts
• Estate Planning
• Guardianships

101 Jefferson Blvd.
Big Lake

BUSINESS & PROFESSIONAL SERVICES  DIRECTORY

935 Clearwater Professional Building
(320) 558-2201

Mon.: 8:30-4:30 • Tue.: 9-5 • Wed.: 8:30-4:30
ALSO: 1500 Northway Drive, St. Cloud

Member of American 
Academy of Dental 

Group Practice Bethany Blonigen, DDS
Brent Deragisch, DDS

“A Reason 
to Smile!”

Welcome 

to our Clearwater office
- Clearwater native
- Graduate of U of M 
   School of Dentistry
- Stays up-to-date on all  
   advances in dentistry

Dr. Bethany Blonigen

DentalAttorneys
PETERSON - 

GRIMSMO
FUNERAL CHAPEL

Serving your 
community since 1933

250 East Broadway
Monticello, MN 55362

763-295-2918
Our family serving yours!

Funeral

Try our fast & accurate tax service. We help you 
find every available deduction. Small business & 
farms welcome! Over 35 years at this location. 

CLEARWATER TAX 
& ACCOUNTING SERVICE LLC

935 Clearwater Center (next to The Kettle) • (320)558-6800
www.ClearwaterTax.net

NEW CLIENTS - Clip this ad to redeem for a 10% discount.

GIVE 

YOURSELF 

A BREAK!

Taxes

Looking to advertise? 
Call 763.275.0275 today!

Area News
Area Chamber News

Business Expo/Craft Fair
Feb. 26 - 10 am - 2 pm

Becker Field House

Dueling Pianos
Feb. 26 - 6:30 dinner, 7:30 show

Pebble Creek - SOLD OUT!

Membership Meeting
Feb. 22 - 11:30 am

Saron Lutheran Church

Community Fair
April 23 - 10 am - 1 pm
Reduced Booth Prices!

Amity Felton
763-262-2420

Chamber@BeckerChamber.org

Gloria Vande Brake
763-263-7800

Info@BigLakeChamber.com

Glenna Soenneker
320-267-4361

GSoenneker@GMail.com

Clearwater Legion
March 6, 8:30 am-noon

Breakfast

Support your Local
Businesses!

If you would like more information on any of these events or if you would like 
to become a member of these organizations please reach out to them:

EVERYDAY PEOPLE.
EXCEPTIONAL RESULTS.

www.HallerRealtyHomes.com
Becker Office

12908 1st Street
763-207-6683

Sauk Rapids Office
1310 2nd Street N

320-255-1911

1+ ACRE COMMERCIAL LOT

$79,900
• Prime lot w/ great visibility on Hwy 10
• Perfect spot for retail, restaurant, car business, or office building
• Growing business district w/ future housing development nearby
• 18K+ traffic counts

Real Estate

413 S Rum River Dr. Princeton

Office-763-389-2323

Clear Lake-5Br/3BA home with over 4000sqft, sitting
on a 7acre park like setting with an easy commute

to town or the hwy. Call our office for your tour
today!

Shaylene Otteson
612-490-7362

Rebecca Cartwright
763-482-2400

ALL SEASONS

 Great Location ~ Walking distance to Pebble Creek Golf Course. 
XXXX 107th St SE, Becker —  MLS # 6133797 — Offered at $129,900

Stefanie Spillum 
763.202.3029

Monticello Office: 520 Pine Street 
YourAgentStefanie.com • 763-202-3029

Looking to Build? 
Check out this ACREAGE lot. 

Looking to 
advertise? 

Call 
763.275.0275 

today!

By Katherine Cantin,
Staff Writer
Reporter.Katie@PatriotNewsMN.com

During Monday’s 
meeting, the Becker School 
Board heard about a proj-
ect called One Book One 
School taking place in the 
middle school.

One Book One School 
is a program which the mid-
dle school has adopted. For 
February, the book selected 
was Wonder by R. J. Pala-
cio. 

The purpose of the pro-
gram is to have every stu-
dent in the school read the 
same book and to connect, 
through activities and dis-
cussions, over the shared 
reading. 

The book is about a 
fifth grader who has a de-
formity. He attends public 
school for the first time, and 
learns about being himself 
and accepting others. 

Books were purchased 
for each middle school fam-
ily through ESSER fund-
ing. Students will keep the 
books after the end of the 
month. 

Open Forum
Sandy Clemen spoke 

about LGBTQ rights. She 

says she knows several 
LGBTQ students, and says 
that they deserve to come 
to school and feel welcome 
just as all other students do. 
She mentioned this as she 
had heard an individual in 
the community hoped to 
make a presentation con-
tradicting previous pre-
sentations about LGBTQ 
students. 

Student Report
Student representatives 

Kayla and Medeline gave 
an update on the sports’ 
and clubs’ activities since 
the last board meeting. Sto-
ries on these groups can be 
found in the sports section 
of the paper. 

The school hosted a 
solo and ensemble band 
event Wednesday (two days 
after the board meeting).

There will be no school 
Feb. 21 in observance of 
Presidents’ Day.

Feb. 25, student coun-
cil and Dream Team will 
host a skating day at Kol-
binger Park. Free food and 
hot chocolate will be pro-
vided for any students who 
want to come skate and so-
cialize. 

Feb. 26, the student 
council will host a semi-for-

mal dance from 8 p.m. to 
11 p.m. Students who buy 
their tickets during lunch 
period will get a two dollar 
discount. 

Superintendent’s 
Report
MSBA (Minnesota 

School Board Association) 
updated some policies with 
technical revisions: noth-
ing that makes any large 
changes in school policy. 
Policy 491, which had its 
first reading at last month’s 
meeting, was rendered 
moot after a Minnesota Su-
preme Court ruling.

March 16, the Minne-
sota Association of School 
Administrators (MASA) 
will be virtually attending 
the Capitol as legislators 
discuss the Governor’s 
“Supporting Children and 
Families” budget plan. 

COVID-19 counts for 
the school increased sig-
nificantly in January, and a 
number of classrooms had 
greater than five percent of 
students absent, and 20% of 
all staff. However, in con-
versation with Sherburne 
County Public Health, it’s 
predicted that this number 
will peak soon.

Becker students take part in 
One Book One School project

Housing on the horizon 
for Clear Lake City
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Happy Valentine’s Day!

Becker/County News
BOYCOTT CHINA!

If the tag says 
“china” - Don’t 

buy it!
Paid for by a concerned citizen

KEEP YOUR FAMILY SAFE
Get a new furnace or a/c
We install them for you starting at

Just $4500 per month
on approved credit

Financing available

Zimmerman • Princeton • Milaca Today Ad Proof
Call or email with approval - 763-856-4336

 This is just a prototype ad for the Zimmerman, Princeton, Milaca Today Paper and is by no means a final advertisement until you approve.
This ad design is protected by copyright law  – © Zimmerman Today  – For use only in Zimmerman Today and it’s associated publications.

KEEPING YOUR FAMILY 
SWEETHEARTS SAFE ALWAYS

24 Hour Service

763389-2647
• COMMErCial • rEsidENtial •
• priNCEtON • MilaCa • ZiMMErMaN •

www.aceHeatingandair inc.com

Call

SYSTEM
REPAIR 

ALLERGIES? 
We have the 

solution with the
Reme Halo Air

Purifier w/UV Light
Call to

Save$350
Today

GET A NEW FURNACE
We install them for you starting at

$4500per month
Financing Available

Must have coupons.  No Combos. Offer Exp. 2/28/22

Just ON apprOvEd CrEdit

FREE
DIAGNOSTIC

WITH A 

Must have coupons.  No Combos.  Offer Exp. 2/28/22

FURNACE 
TUNE-UP 

Ready for
Winter?!

Just
$5500

Must have coupons.
No Combos. 

Offer Exp. 2/28/22
Must have coupons.

No Combos. 
Offer Exp. 2/28/22

Be our 
valentine

Ace Heating And 
Air Conditioning

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

Call 763.389.2647
www.AceHeatingAndAirInc.com

• Princeton • Milaca 
• Zimmerman

• • •• • • • • • • • • • • 24 hour service • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

Open extended hours:
Sat., 2/12 from 9am-3pm, 

Sun., 2/13 from 9am-1pm and 
Mon., 2/14 from 9am-6pm

108 Cedar Street, Monticello, MN
763.314.0552

www.livelaughandbloom.com

is the day after the 
SUPER BOWL!

Remember...

ORDER NOW 
to get on our busy 
delivery schedule!

14068 Bank St., becker
(ACROSS FROM SHERBURNE STATE BANK)

Hours: Sun-Thurs 11am-9pm Fri & Sat 11am-10pm
763-275-0270

Treat your special someone this Valentine’s weekend.
Specials available and served all day!

Happy Valentine’s Day!Happy Valentine’s Day!Happy Valentine’s Day!

Friday - Monday
February 11-14

Valentine’s Day
Dinner Special

Fri. , Sat. , Sun. & Mon. , Feb. 11-14

12287 Hancock St. Becker 
763-262-4000 

CharliesSportsBarAndGrill.com

8oz. sirloin fillet
Garlic Mashed Potatoes

Soup or salad
breadstick             

enjoy the celebration with specialty drinks and desserts

watch the 
big game at 

Charlie’s!
Feb. 13th

$3.oo, 22-oz. domestic taps
$6.00 apps

New! Trivia night on Wednesdays at 7pm — Join in on the fun!

Kids Eat Free All Month!
Kids 12 and 

under eat free 
with the 

purchase of an 
adult meal every 
day in February.

Hwy. 10 & Main St., Rice • 320-393-4100

RICE LOVES

ITS KIDS!

Come wish Chuck and 
Cindy a fabulous 

retirement from 
Hardware Hank! 

Well deserved, but will 
be so missed! 

Friday, Feb. 25th at 
McPete’s Sports Bar & Lanes from 2-4.  

We will celebrate all their years of hard 
work, tell some fun stories, enjoy some 

appetizers and cake. Bowling optional for 
those who would like to partake. Cannot 

wait to see everyone there! 

PAUL LARCOM, 28, stands below his snow sculpture dinosaur holding a pre-
tend gun as he hunts the giant beast. INSET:  It took Paul around three weeks to 
complete his masterpiece using twigs and branches for bones and putting the final 
touches on it with an amazing paint job. (Submitted Photos).

LARCOM from page 1

By Ken Francis,
Contributing Writer

The Sherburne County 
Board Tuesday approved 
the 2022 SCORE line item 
budget in the amount of 
$577,677.36. The Select 
Committee on Recycling and 
the Environment (SCORE) 
was adopted by the state leg-
islature in 1989 to provide 
a state funding source for 
recycling programs, as well 
as waste reduction, manage-
ment of household hazardous 
wastes and problem materi-
als.

The county’s budget was 
presented to the Sherburne 
County Solid Waste Advi-
sory Committee (SWAC) at 
the Jan.12  meeting, where 
it was recommended for ap-
proval.

Under the budget, city 
and township cleanup days 
will get the biggest appropri-
ation ($117,107) followed by 
household hazardous waste 
collection events ($105,000).

The Environmental Ed-
ucator quarterly newsletter is 
allocated $44,000. The coun-
ty’s business recycling pro-
gram gets $40,000, as does 
Becker’s yard waste site, Big 
Lake’s yard waste site and 
Elk River’s yard waste site.

Stearns County House-
hold Hazardous Waste Facil-
ity, which accepts waste from 
Sherburne County residents, 
gets $30,000 and the Becker 
Boy Scouts paper and card-
board recycling program gets 
$16,000.

The Civic Betterment 
Club paper and cardboard re-
cycling program will receive 
$8,630. The car seat recycling 
program gets $6,896. Another 

$6,300 is allocated for the 
recollect search tool. The bat-
tery recycling program gets 
$6,000 and the 4H County 
Fair organics recycling pro-
gram receives $5,190.

The remainder is for 
programs receiving under 
$5,000 each: Business Recy-
cling Educator ($4,946); Elk 
River Municipal Liquor Store 
film plastic and cardboard re-
cycling ($3,500); pharmaceu-
tical collection and disposal 
program ($3,000); Elk River 
Re-use Event ($2,250) and 
$2,000 for administration 
costs.

Bonding
The board approved the 

issuance and sale of  Health 
Care Facilities Refunding 
Revenue Bonds in a prin-
cipal amount not to exceed 
$10 million at the request 
of Guardian Angels Health 
Services, Inc. The county 
is acting as a “conduit” for 
the bonds. Guardian Angels 
had worked with the county 
as the conduit issuer of the 
Health Care Facilities Rev-
enue Bonds, Series 2015A 
and with the City of Elk 
River. They are now seeking 
to refinance the bonds from 
2015 with this issuance. The 
county does not assume any 
responsibility for the repay-
ment of the bonds.

Broadband
The board approved a 

letter supporting East Central 
Energy’s (ECE) pursuit of 
installing broadband through-
out its service territory in 
Northern Sherburne County.

The company is a mem-
ber owned, not-for-profit or-
ganization, whose purpose is 
to bring safe, reliable, and af-
fordable electricity to people 

in underserved areas of the 
state. ECE has been in busi-
ness for 85 years and serves 
over 63,000 members.

ECE is only looking 
for the county’s support to 
explore the feasibility of the 
project. They are not currently 
requesting any financial assis-
tance from the county.

Corrections Board
The board approved the 

appointment of the follow-
ing individuals to the 2022 
Sherburne County Commu-
nity Corrections Advisory 
Board: Kenneth Asangwe, 
citizen; Mary Jo Cobb, citi-
zen; Barbara Burandt, Sher-
burne Co. Commissioner; 
Carter Diers, DOC District 
Supervisor; J. Hancuch, 
Sherburne Co. Community 
Corrections Director; Angie 
Charboneau-Folch, Big Lake 
High School Assistant Princi-
pal; Honorable Judge Mary 
Yunker, 10th Judicial Dis-
trict; Joel Brott, Sherburne 
Co. Sheriff; Steve Doran, 
Sherburne Co. Chief Deputy 
(Alternate); Dawn Nyhus, 
Sherburne Co. Lead Assis-
tant Attorney; Kathy Heaney, 
Sherburne Co. Attorney (Al-
ternate); Lisa Hallberg, Sher-
burne Co. Chief Managing 
Attorney - Public Defense; 
Amanda Larson, Sherburne 
Co. Health & Human Ser-
vices Director; Jodi Herung-
Dick, Sherburne Co. Health 
& Human Services Planner 
(Alternate); Hannah-Ruth 
Patterson, Rivers of Hope 
Director.

HHS Position
The board approved the 

addition of one overstrength 
position of Child Welfare 
Lead Worker due to rising 
caseloads, existing staffing 

challenges, and the added 
complexity of client/family 
cases largely attributed to the 
ongoing COVID-19 global 
pandemic and related com-
munity stresses.

The annual cost of 
a Lead Social Worker is 
$96,645.27 which includes 
salary, taxes and fringe bene-
fits. An additional $10,961 in 
one-time expenses will also 
be incurred.

Co. Rd. 81 
Road Project
The board awarded the 

contract for the Co. Rd. 81 re-
construction project to OMG 
Midwest Inc. (dba Minne-
sota Paving & Materials) at 
$2,346,174.24. The project 
covers a section of Co. Rd. 
81 from Lake Ridge Drive to 
Co. Rd. 73 and is scheduled 
for 2022.

Other bidders on the 
project were: Meyer Con-
tracting Inc., $2,441,401.47; 
Knife River, $2,627,387.41; 
Forest Lake Contract-
ing, $2,891,250.70; and 
Park Construction Com-
pany, $3,356,657.48. The 
engineer’s estimate was 
$3,027,697.55.

Zoning
The board approved an 

Interim Use Permit (IUP) ap-
plication by Pickerel Garden 
LLC for a 1 MW Solar Farm 
on 50.5 acres in Clear Lake 
Twp.

The board approved the 
preliminary and final simple 
plat of “Moto Estates,” con-
sisting of two lots on 15 acres 
at 299th Ave. and Hwy. 169 
in Baldwin Twp.

County board approves $577k SCORE budget

By Katherine Cantin,
Staff Writer
Reporter.Katie@PatriotNewsMN.com

The Becker Speech Team (a.k.a the 
Talking Bulldogs) had a great showing 
for their season opener last weekend, with 
several students placing in their respective 
categories at the meet in Duluth.

Austin C. took second place in poetry. 
Alyssa O. took third in creative expression. 
And Arleigh P. took sixth in informative 
speaking. Nick R. and Sam R. both claimed 
honorable mentions in prose and discussion 
respectively. 

The season opening at Duluth marked 
the first in-person meet for the team since 
March of 2020 and students were excited to 
be back in the middle of the action. 

“Having our first in-person tournament 
in two years was really exciting, and there 
was definitely a lot of extra energy from 
all the other competitors,” stated Austin C.

His teammate Nick R. agreed, stating, 
“I was super thrilled, and also super ner-
vous, to get back into speech fully in-per-
son. It was something we had dreamed of 
doing for two years.”

Masks are still required for all students 
attending meets, except for while perform-
ing. Other precautions such as maintaining 
social distancing and limiting time spent at 
the tournament are also in place. 

This weekend, the Talking Bulldogs 
are heading to East Ridge. See results in 
next week’s edition of the Patriot. 

Bulldog Speech team off to excellent start for season

THE BECKER SPEECH TEAM had 
a great showing at the season opener 
last weekend. Pictured here (not in 
order) are Cora B., Austin C., Carson 
H., Alyssa O., Arleigh P., Nick R., and 
Sam R.  (Submitted photo.)
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RATE INCREASE NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS FOR CENTERPOINT ENERGY MINNESOTA CUSTOMERS
CenterPoint Energy has asked the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (MPUC) to approve an increase to 
natural gas rates for distribution service. The requested increase is for about 6.5 percent or $67.1 million per year. 
The requested increase would add about $4.05 to a typical residential customer’s monthly bill.
The MPUC may either approve or deny the requested changes, and may approve a lesser or greater increase 
than was requested for any customer class or classes of service. 
The MPUC will likely make its decision on our rate request in the fourth quarter of 2022. If final rates are lower 
than interim (temporary) rates, we will refund customers the difference with interest. If final rates are higher than 
interim rates, we will not charge customers the difference.
If you move before a refund is issued and we cannot find you, your refund may be treated as abandoned property 
and sent to the Minnesota Department of Commerce, Unclaimed Property Unit. You can check for unclaimed 
property at www.missingmoney.com. To make sure we can send you any refund owed, please provide a 
forwarding address when you stop service.

PUBLIC HEARINGS
Administrative Law Judge Ann O’Reilly will 
hold two in-person public hearings and two 
virtual public hearings so that customers 
have an opportunity to comment on the 
company’s request.  Any CenterPoint Energy 
customer or other person may attend or 
provide comments at the hearings.  You 
are invited to comment on the adequacy 
and quality of CenterPoint Energy’s service, 
the level of rates, or other related matters. 
You do not need to be represented by an 
attorney.  The hearings will begin at their 
scheduled time and adjourn after everyone 
present has had an opportunity to comment 
or ask questions.

Bad weather?  Find out if a hearing is canceled – call (toll free) 855-731-6208 or 651-201-2213 or visit mn.gov/puc.

Virtual Public Hearings
Public hearings have been scheduled as follows to be held via 
video conference. 

March 1, 2022, at 1:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m.

Attend  by Internet Connection (Audio and Video)
To join the virtual hearing using a computer, tablet or  
smart phone, where you will have audio and video  
capability, go to: https://minnesota.webex.com. In the gray  
box where it says, “Enter Meeting Information,” type the  
Event Number in the box to the right for the public hearing 
date you are attending.

The table below shows the effect of both the interim and proposed 
rate changes on monthly bills for residential, commercial and 
industrial customers with average natural gas use.

If you would like to ask a question or make a comment during the hearing, press *3 on your telephone.  
You will then be placed into the queue to comment. When it is your turn to speak, the last few digits of your 
telephone number will be announced by the moderator and your line will be unmuted, allowing you to be heard.

Public Hearing and Process Information 
Administrative Law Judge Ann O’Reilly will preside over the public hearings and will provide the Commission with 
findings of fact, conclusions of law, and recommendations after the conclusion of the evidentiary hearing. The 
purpose of the public hearings is to receive public input on the proposed rate increase. At the public hearings, 
interested persons have the opportunity to: (1) ask questions of the utility and agency staff; and (2) offer verbal 
and written comments on the merits of the proposed rate increase. Members of the public may participate 
without needing to intervene as a party. Representation by legal counsel is permitted but not required. Please 
note that the public hearings will end when all attendees present have had the opportunity to comment and all 
other business has been concluded. You are encouraged to join the meeting at the scheduled start time to be 
placed on the queue to comment. Commenters will be called in the order they enter the queue. Therefore, it is 
advantageous to arrive at the beginning of the hearing.

Written comments may be submitted during the comment period before and after the public hearings.   
Follow the instructions below to provide written comment.
Please contact Charley Bruce at 651-201-2251 or charley.bruce@state.mn.us or Tera Dornfeld at 651-201-2195 
or tera.dornfeld@state.mn.us if you have questions on how to participate or have trouble accessing the public 
hearing using telephone or internet

WRITTEN COMMENTS TO THE MINNESOTA PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
You can still submit comments even if you do not attend a public hearing. Comments will be 

Comment Period 
Comments will be accepted through April 11, 2022, at 4:30 p.m. 
•  Comments must be received by 4:30 p.m. on the close date. 
•  Comments received after the comment period closes may not be considered.

How to Submit a Written Comment  
Written comments can be submitted via: (1) the Commission’s eComments website; (2) electronic mail; (3) U.S. 
Mail; or (3) facsimile. To learn how to submit a comment in any of these ways, please visit mn.gov/puc,  select 
“Consumers” from the dropdown menu on the right side of the page, then select “Public Comments and How to 
Participate.” This will take you to the  Public Comment page, where you will find a list of ways to comment.  Be 
sure to reference PUC Docket No. 21-435 in the subject line of your comment.

If you do not have access to the internet, you may send or deliver 
your comment to:

Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
121 7th Place East, Ste. 350 
St. Paul, MN 55101
For assistance in submitting comments, or if you have questions, 
contact the Commission’s Consumer Affairs Office at: 
Phone: 651-296-0406 or 800-657-3782
Email:  consumer.puc@state.mn.us
Be sure to reference Docket Number 21-435
Important: Comments can be reviewed by the public on the 
MPUC’s website, except in limited circumstances consistent with 
the Minnesota Government Data Practices Act.  The MPUC does 
not edit or delete personally identifying information or any other 
information from comments received.

EVIDENTIARY HEARINGS
Formal evidentiary hearings on CenterPoint Energy’s proposal 
will be held on April 6, 7, and 8, 2022, starting at 9:30 a.m. each 
day. The evidentiary hearing  will be held in Courtroom 1 at the 
Office of Administrative Hearings at 600 South Robert Street, 
St. Paul, Minnesota.  Individuals who cannot attend in person, 
may attend via Microsoft Teams (Teams) , a video conferencing 
platform. Members of the public who wish to attend the hearing 
through Teams may request an electronic invitation by contacting  
Judge O’Reilly’s legal assistant at michelle.severson@state.mn.us. 
The purpose of the evidentiary hearing is to allow CenterPoint 
Energy, the Minnesota Department of Commerce – Division of 
Energy Resources, the Minnesota Office of Attorney General – 
Residential Utilities Division, and parties who have formally joined 
the contested case, to present testimony and to cross-examine 
each other’s witnesses on the proposed rate increase. If you wish 
to formally intervene in this case, as a party to the litigation, you 
must serve and file a Petition to Intervene, pursuant to  
Minn. R. 1400.6200.

TO LEARN MORE
CenterPoint Energy’s current and proposed rate schedules are 
available at:
CenterPoint Energy
505 Nicollet Mall, Minneapolis MN 55402 
Phone 612-372-4727 or 800-245-2377 
Web http://www.CenterPointEnergy.com/RateCase

Minnesota Department of Commerce
85 7th Place East, Suite 500, St. Paul, MN 55101
Phone: 651-539-1534
Web: https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling/search.jsp Select 
(21) in the year field, type (435) in the number field, select Search, 
and the list of documents will appear on the next page.

Questions about the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission’s 
review process?

Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
121 7th Place East, Suite 350
St. Paul, MN 55101
Phone: 651-296-0406 or 800-657-3782
Email: consumer.puc@state.mn.us
Anyone with hearing or speech disabilities may call through their 
preferred Telecommunications Relay. 

Directions for Appearing via WebEx. 
•  Log on 5 to 15 minutes before the hearing begins. You will be asked to join the hearing through a Webex 

application or through a plug-in for your web browser. 
• Enter the Event Number shown in the box above. 
•  Next you will be asked to enter your name, your email address, and an event password (if required). After 

entering this information, click “Join Now” and you will be granted access to the virtual hearing.
•  When you enter the hearing, your microphone will be muted. If you would like to ask a question or make a 

comment during the meeting, use the chat function to send a message to the meeting moderator, who will place 
you in the queue to comment. When it is your turn to comment, your name will be called and your line will be 
unmuted. You will then be able to ask questions or make a comment. 

To Attend by Telephone (Audio Only)
If you do not have access to a computer, tablet, or smart phone, or if you would prefer to attend the hearing via 
audio only, you may join using any type of telephone. You do not need internet access to call into the hearing, 
however, you will only be able to hear (not see) the speakers.. You will still be able to comment and ask questions. 

Use the information in the box to the right 
to dial into the hearing. You will be asked to 
enter the access code for the hearing, as set 
forth in the box to the right.

Date Time Location

February 22, 2022 6:00 p.m.
Golden Valley Library
830 Winnetka Ave N

Golden Valley, MN 55427

February 24, 2022 6:00 p.m.
EVENT CENTER

10 Civic Center Plaza
Mankato, MN 56001

March 1, 2022 1:00 p.m. Virtual WebEx

March 1, 2022 6:00 p.m. Virtual WebEx

Customer 
Type

(usage in 
therms)

Avg 
monthly 
usage in 
therms

Avg  
monthly 

bill: 
current 
rates

Avg  
monthly 

bill: interim 
rates

Avg  
monthly 

bill: 
proposed 

rates

Residential

74 $68 $71 $72

Commercial/Industrial

up to 
1,500/year

1,500 to 
5,000/year

5,000 or 
more/year

67
255

1,440

$69
$210

$1,096

$72
$219

$1,131

$80
$230

$1,136

Small Volume Dual Fuel Sales Service

up to 
120,000/

year
120,000 or 
more/year

3,971
15,567

$2,310
$8,903

$2,382
$9,152

$2,482
$9,490

Large Volume Dual Fuel Sales Service

42,091 $23,466 $23,981 $24,403

Large General Firm Sales Service

41,602 $23,085 $23,776 $24,480

Demand charge (per Peak Day)

3,110

March 1, 2022 
1:00 p.m.

March 1, 2022 
6:00 p.m.

Event Number:  
2492 340 7866

Event Password, if  
needed: MnPUC!

Event Number:  
2483 405 3637

Event Password, if  
needed: MnPUC!

March 1, 2022 - 1:00 p.m. March 1, 2022 - 6:00 p.m.

Phone: 1-855-282-6330
Access Code: 2492 340 7866

Phone: 1-855-282-6330
Access Code: 2483 405 3637
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thing different to bring out 
a variety of flavors. Each 
of his attempts have been 
based on traditional chili as 
that’s his preferred version. 

Last year he and his 
wife were watching their 
carbs, so for the contest he 
made a keto-friendly chili. 
He felt it came out okay, 
but it just wasn’t the same 
without beans. This year 
the beans were back, and 
he based his seasonings on 
a few different recipes and 
some improvising, so his 
final chili version was its 
own unique recipe. 

Although Watson had 
planned on spending time 
beforehand to taste test and 
tweak his chili’s flavor, he 

had a busy week leading 
up to the contest and 
wasn’t able to find 
time. Instead, he 
ended up hastily 
putting his win-
ning recipe 
together just 
that morning.

Watson 
and Grant 
will next 
prepare their 
award-win-
ning cre-
ations for 
c o m p e t i t i o n 
in the 10th Dis-
trict’s annual 
chili cook-off Feb. 
19. Each club in the 
district holds their own 

cook-off and the top two 
winners from each are then 
entered in the district cook-

off.
Along with brag-

ging rights, the chili 
cook-off started as a 
way for the Legion 
Riders from differ-
ent organizations 
to get to know one 
another. The win-
ner of the event 
each year receives 
a traveling trophy 

and hosts the next 
year’s event at their 

legion.
Proceeds raised 

from the local and district 
cook-offs go to better the 
lives of local veterans.



tom fitted, and NIJ certified. 
Since its inception, Vested 
Interest in K9s, Inc. has 
provided over 4,518 vests 
to K9s in all 50 states at a 
value of $6.9 million, made 
possible by both private and 
corporate donations. 

The program is open to 
U.S. dogs that are at least 
20 months old and actively 
employed and certified with 
law enforcement or related 
agencies. K9s with expired 
vests are also eligible to 
participate. There are an 
estimated 30,000 law en-
forcement K9s throughout 
the United States. 

Vested Interest in K9s, 
Inc. accepts tax-deduct-

ible contributions in any 
amount, while a single do-
nation of $960 will sponsor 
one vest. Each vest has a 
value of $1,744-$2,283, 
weighs an average of 4-5 
lb., and comes with a five-
year warranty. For more in-
formation, or to learn about 
volunteer opportunities, 
please call 508-824-6978. 
Vested Interest in K9s, Inc. 
provides information, lists 
events, and accepts dona-
tions at www.VIK9s.org, or 
by mail at P.O. Box 9, East 
Taunton, MA 02718.
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TO THE EDITOR:
What to do with MN’s $7.7 billion bud-
get surplus? Should we give it to every 
household in MN?  No, we give it to 
actual taxpayers by the following  pro-
posals to be executed in order. 1). We 
should not have a traditional bonding 
bill.  Rather set a cap of $1.4 billion 
for infrastructure projects and pay for 
them in cash instead of taking out a 
loan and running up the debt with inter-
est charges. 2). We stop making retired 
taxpayer pay taxes on Social Security.  
MN is one of 12 states that do this. 3). 
Reduce all 2022 taxes by 5-10%.  That 
would mean a smaller tax payment for 
all in 2023 on 2022 earnings. 4). Next, 
we verify an adequate rainy-day fund and 
continue pay for our infrastructure with 
cash. 5). Lastly, in two years, we review 
the sustainability of these proposals and 
verify that state’s budget does not grow 
beyond the revenue increases caused by 
higher incomes, increased property taxes 
on greater home values, and more sales 
tax revenue. Do not give me the little 
Walz check ($175-single/$350-married) 
check.  Do not let the Democrats go on 
a one-time, extra-large spending binge.
Barry VanBuren
Clearwater, MN

TO THE EDITOR:
The State of Minnesota has a budget sur-
plus of seven billion dollars (some say 
nine billion). Our governor wants to give 
taxpayers back $150 (of our money). 
This is an insult! I got out my pencil 
and paper and divided both amounts 
by the adult population of Minnesota. I 
got more than $150. A lot more! Do the 
math! If the governor wants to treat us 
like children, why doesn’t he just give 
us a shiny new dime and pat us on the 
head? Come November, I’m voting for 

anybody else.
Howard Osgood
Becker, MN

TO THE EDITOR:
I would like to comment on the Patriot’s 
January 29th letter to the editor, regard-
ing electric power generation. I don’t 
believe that it was just ‘steam’ that the 
writer saw coming out of the Sherco 
power plant. Sherco has been exhausting 
coal contaminates into our communities 
for nearly 50 years. I remember when my 
son was very young, he saw the power 
plant and said “look dad, that’s where 
they make clouds.” I spent my career 
in engineering and the advancements 
made over the past 50 years is nothing 
short of incredible. I am confident that 
the bugs will be worked out of the new 
cleaner technologies and our power grids 
will continue to work just fine. Once the 
infrastructure is built out for storing en-
ergy to cover our needs when the sun 
isn’t shining and the wind isn’t blowing, 
the unlimited ‘free’ energy from the sun 
might even save us some money. Man-
kind most always has done what is the 
cheapest and most convenient at the 
time, until the next best thing comes 
along. I believe that time has arrived for 
our electrical system. We are finding out 
that building taller smoke stacks to get 
the pollution out of our community isn’t 
working out very well. Lets not just say: 
“Adversity builds character in our grand-
children, and why would we give up our 
cheap fossil fueled power, just to make 
things better for those who inhabit this 
space after us?
When we know better, let’s do better!
Ronald Geurts     
Big Lake, MN

Letters To The Editor

  Straight to the Heart
 With Valentine’s Day 

approaching, I couldn’t help 
but think about love, where 
it all starts and the different 
forms that it comes in.

The winged cherub 
named Cupid carries a bow 
and arrow. When Cupid 
shoots the arrow, the person 
will fall madly in love. Is it a 
myth? Could loving someone 
or something be that simple 
or is there more to it? 

“Love; an intense feeling 
of affection, a fondness, ten-
derness, warmth.” But where 
does it come from? For me, 
I believe that we stem from 
love. A source greater than 
what we can imagine - God.  
God is love and part of Him 
lives inside each of us.

For most of us, our first 
experiences with love come 
from our parents. They are 
the examples of what we 
gauge love is, what it is all 
about. I was lucky to have 
had parents who loved each 
other deeply. Their love 
has remained a strong force 
within me. A guide in loving 
others. 

Friends are the great-
est gifts on earth. I couldn’t 
imagine life without them. 
People who encourage you, 
share your ups and downs, 
accomplishments, laughter, 
etc. Life is richer and fuller 
with good friends.

Your first love is one of 
your most memorable. Where 
you learn what love is and 
what it isn’t. For some, the 

first love is forever and for 
others an experience.

The love of a lifetime, the 
kind of stuff all the great love 
stories are made from. The 
ultimate - a soulmate.  

This kind of love can 
take over your thoughts, your 
life and run away with your 
heart. You can’t stop thinking 
about them. You want to be 
with them all the time. You 
become each other’s world 
and you revolve around it. 
You’re in sync in every way, 

bringing out the best in each 
other. This kind of love is 
what we dream of and sets 
our soul on fire. The lasting 
kind. 

There is the self-sacri-
ficing kind of love. Those 
that serve and protect others. 
Amplifying love and commit-
ment on a high level.

Unconditional love. The 
best kind of love you can 
have. I’ve seen it in children 
and animals. They love you 
regardless of what you look 
like or if you have an off day, 
their love is the same. Genu-
ine and true. 

Sometimes you can love 
things that don’t love you 
back. Things like; music, 
a sunrise, mountains, ice 
cream, shoes, a car, a job, an 
idea. The list could go on. 
Things aren’t more valuable 
than people, but I think God 
intended us to enjoy them. 

There is a risk when 
you love. You risk getting 
hurt. Having to say good-
bye is the hardest.  Whether 
it is a relationship or a loved 
one, it stings the heart. You 
wonder if you can ever love 
like that again.  I believe the 
risk is worth it. To love and be 
loved is the best feeling there 
is. I think Alfred Lord Ten-
nyson says it best, “Tis better 
to have loved and lost than to 
have never loved at all.” 

Happy Valentine’s Day. 
May love abound in all ways.

By Shelley Berthiaume
Contributing Writer

Editorials/Opinions
Pine Marten

Having just returned 
from three weeks in Yel-
lowstone leading photo 
tours/workshops, I am 
tempted to write more about 
the several encounters I had 
with the large charismatic 
predator, the Gray Wolf. 
However, this time I think 
I will write about a small, 
rather un-charismatic pred-
ator. A predator that is not 
often seen, yet every single 
day I would see countless 
tracks of this predator in 
the snow.

Each day I would 
spend hours and hours 
searching high and low 
looking for this elusive 
little predator. I could 
see its tracks leading 
from one tree to an-
other. Hundreds and 
hundreds of tracks, 
both fresh and sev-
eral days old. Then 
one day, we got a tip 
about a location that 
might allow us to see 
the half-pint predator, so 
we took off in search of the 
Pine Marten or otherwise 
called the American Mar-
ten (Martes americana).

Pine Martens are 
members of the Mustel-
idae (weasel) family and 
are directly related to other 
critters such as the badger, 
otter, ferret, mink, fisher 
and wolverine. It’s some-
times confused with the 
Fisher (Pekania pennanti) 
which is much larger and 
darker in color. 

The American Marten 
is found in northern parts of 
North America but reaches 
down the Rocky Mountains 
in the western states. They 
are a species of conifer for-
ests, often in rugged habi-
tats with cold and snowy 
winters, so Yellowstone is 
a great place to see Pine 
Martens. 

They are a long, slen-
der-bodied weasel, that 
are slightly larger than a 
mink with a much bushier 
tail. They have short round 
ears that are gray to nearly 
white that stand out against 
their tan face. They have a 

long bushy tail similar to a 
squirrel and can climb trees 
nearly as well as squirrels. 
In fact, squirrels are one of 
their top menu items.

So, one morning we 
decided to search for the 
elusive Marten. Upon ar-
rival in the general area, I 
went ahead to scout it out. I 
stood in the cold and snow 
looking for any movement 
and listening for any sound 
that might alert me to a 
Pine Marten. Thirty min-
utes later I gave up and 
went back to my photo 
group. No Marten today.

The following week I 
took my group back to the 
same area to take another 
look. This time several of 
the group came with me 
and we stood in the snow 
and cold waiting. Twenty 
minutes went by and noth-
ing. Just about the time 
we were going to give 
up, someone in the group 
spotted the Pine Marten 
sticking its head out of the 

snow.
Everyone tried to cap-

ture some pictures as the 
small weasel ran from tree 
to tree then up into the 
higher branches and then 
sprang from tree to tree 
like a squirrel. We didn’t 
stand a chance to capture 
any images of this incred-
ibly fast-moving critter. 
Then suddenly it was gone. 
No one saw where it went. 
It just disappeared. We 
looked and waited for a 
while and once again, we 
were giving up when some-

one spotted it about 100 
feet away.

It was spotted 
near the top of an-
other tree nearby. 
I moved down a 
narrow well-worn 
path in the snow 
hoping it might 
come my direction. 

As it moved to the 
bottom of the tree 

where the trunk doesn’t 
have any branches it 

came out in the open for 
just a split second. I lifted 
my camera and acquired 
focus and rattled off as 
many shots as I could be-
fore it dropped to the snow 
and was gone once again.

It was a very brief yet 
extremely thrilling mo-
ment, but a moment that 
resulted in just two of 
my images that are sharp 
enough and worth keep-
ing. The sun was setting, 
and we had several hours 
ahead of us to get back to 
our lodging. Everyone was 
happy to see this small, 
lesser-known predator of 
Yellowstone National Park 
in the winter. Until next 
time…

Stan Tekiela is an au-
thor / naturalist and wild-
life photographer who 
travels the U.S. to study 
and capture images of wild-
life. He can be followed on 
Instagram.com, Facebook.
com, Twitter.com. He can 
be contacted via his web 
page at www.NatureSmart.
com.

By Naturist 
Stan Tekiela

2022 Legislative Season Kicks Off
(Editor’s Note: The fol-

lowing column was submitted 
by Sen. Mary Kiffmeyer.)

I am glad to be back at 
the Capitol in person and look 
forward to addressing a vari-
ety of topics important to my 
communities of Senate Dis-
trict 30 and all of Minnesota. I 
will continue to serve as chair 
on the Senate State Govern-
ment Finance and Policy and 
Elections Committee, and as 
vice chair of the Senate Re-
stricting Committee. And I 
will also serve as a member 
of the Senate Committees on 
Finance, Judiciary and Public 
Safety Finance and Policy, 
and Transportation Finance 
and Policy.

Senate Republicans will 
focus this session on afford-
ing everyday life, reducing 
crime, and empowering par-
ents.  

We are all aware of the 
rising inflation rates, spike in 
crime in our communities, 
and effect the COVID-19 
pandemic has had on stu-
dents. We need to get Min-
nesota back on the right track, 
and these three topics are key 
in achieving just that.

Helping People 
Afford Their Lives: 
The state’s projected 

$7.7 billion (and possibly 
more) surplus will be one 
of the most discussed items 
in St. Paul. Following the 
stubborn and record inflation 
from runaway federal spend-
ing, Senate Republicans are 
advancing a series of tax cuts 
targeted at working Minne-
sotans, families, and seniors 
to help them afford their ev-
eryday life- giving it back to 
those who generated the sur-
plus. 

 In the last five years, 
Republicans have secured 
billions in tax cuts, including 
exempting most seniors from 
taxes on social security and 
the first income rate tax cuts 
in 20 years. 

“I will continue to work 
this session to provide ad-
ditional tax relief that offers 
long-term support not just one 
time small “Walz” checks,” 
Kiffmeyer said. “It’s crucial 
to get government spending 
back under control and keep 
more hard-earned money in 
the pockets of Minnesotans. 
Similarly, eliminating Minne-
sota’s Social Security income 
tax for our seniors is long 
overdue and another topic to 
be addressed.” 

Law Enforcement 
Support:
Another priority this year 

will be investments in public 
safety and initiatives to drive 
down crime. The Senate Re-
publican plan is to find solu-
tions to increase Minnesota’s 
police presence. Therefore, 
they will work on policies 
that provide additional tools 
and resources to fight crime 
and recruit and retain police 
officers. 

Senate Republicans will 

also continue to be tough 
on crime, and address failed 
progressive policies that re-
duce or eliminate bail. They 
will introduce legislation in-
creasing penalties for repeat 
offenders, carjackers, and 
crimes involving dangerous 
weapons.

The work of our law en-
forcement officers is critical 
to maintaining law and order 
and addressing our state’s rise 
in crime. Keeping the public 
safe from crime must be a 
universal and everyday prior-
ity. I am so grateful to those 
who put their lives on the line 
to protect ours.

Parents as 
Education Partners: 
Finally, the closure of 

schools due to COVID has 
been an eye-opening expe-
rience for parents across the 
state. Across the nation, many 
parents have raised concerns 
about their kids’ education 
coming at the cost of political 
activism. To that end, Re-
publicans propose increasing 
transparency and accountabil-
ity in school to the parents, 
and empowering parents to be 
active partners in their child’s 
education. 

Parents have ultimate re-
sponsibility and play a central 
role in their child’s education, 
and we must strengthen this. 
Additionally, distance learn-
ing has greatly affected our 
children’s education, and we 
must work to keep kids and 
teachers safely in the class-
room.

By Sen. 
Mary Kiffmeyer

K9 GRIZZ from the Wright 
County Sheriff’s Office recently re-
ceived a new bulletproof vest from 
Vested Interest in K9s. (Submitted 
photo.)

K9 from page 1
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Apply in person, 1 mile east of Becker, 
137th left, 1/8 mile on left. 612-747-0163    

NOW HIRING!
KASOWSKI GROUP

• FT FARM LABOR
• FT EQUIPMENT OPERATOR • FT FARM MECHANIC

 

 
Find meaningful 
employment.  
Build upon  
your skills. 
Create positive 
change.  

Cargill is one of the largest, most diverse and most successful food companies in the world, and our 
purpose is to nourish the world in a safe, responsible and sustainable way. We prioritize our employees’ 

health and well-being, who are essential to the food supply chain. Our broad scale and scope allow you to 
take your career anywhere you’d like; providing you with new opportunities for you to grow, develop and 

make an impact on the future of our business. Choose Cargill and take your opportunity to thrive! 
 

Cargill is an Equal Opportunity Employer, including Disability/Vet. 

Cargill is Now Hiring for Production roles in Monticello and Big Lake! 
 

Apply Online Today! 
 

 
Scan the QR 

code with your 
smart device 

to apply! 

Benefits Include: Overtime Potential, Vacation & Holiday Pay, Health 
Insurance, 401(k), Tuition Reimbursement, Life Insurance & Short Term 
Disability, Employee Discounts, and much more! 

$1,500 Sign-On Bonus! 
1st Shift Food Handler – $17.25+ /hour 
2nd Shift Food Handler – $19.25+ /hour 

3rd Shift Sanitation – $20.80+ /hour 
Maintenance Tech Multiple Shifts - $28.65 – $30.65+ /hour 

 

Visit: careers.cargill.com/Monticello-mn  or   careers.cargill.com/Biglake-mn     
 

                                                

Monticello          Big Lake 

MAKE A
DIFFERENCE

HAVE FUN ALL
DAY

MAKE A LIVING

BRIDGES MN IS HIRING!
We empower people with disabilities to live their best

life, so join our team and apply today!

YOU CAN MAKE
A DIFFERENCE IN
SOMEONE'S LIFE,
WHILE GETTING
PAID TO DO IT!

Send your resume to amyo@bridgesmn.com

www.bridgesmn.com/employment

Elk River, Clearwater, or Monticello

MAKE A
DIFFERENCE

HAVE FUN ALL
DAY

MAKE A LIVING

BRIDGES MN IS HIRING!
We empower people with disabilities to live their best

life, so join our team and apply today!

YOU CAN MAKE
A DIFFERENCE IN
SOMEONE'S LIFE,
WHILE GETTING
PAID TO DO IT!

Send your resume to amyo@bridgesmn.com

www.bridgesmn.com/employment

Elk River, Clearwater, or Monticello

Performs highway maintenance tasks in order to 
provide a safe and adequate County Highway system for 

the safety of the public traveling within Sherburne County. 
Includes aspects of maintenance, heavy 

equipment operation, construction, and sign/traffic control 
creation and installation.

Apply Online at: www.sherburnejobs.com

Mechanic & Fleet Supervisor
The Mechanic & Fleet Supervisor is responsible for develop-
ing, planning, monitoring, scheduling, and coordinating the 
operations and personnel responsible for the management and 
maintenance of the County's vehicles and equipment.
Apply Online: www.sherburnejobs.com

Now Hiring!
Highway Maintenance/

Equipment Operator

Temporary, Seasonal, On-
Call Snow Plow Operator

Snow Plow Operator must have a Class A CDL license, and health 
card. Pre-employment physical, clean driving record and pass 

drug/alcohol screening. Must live within 20 minutes of Town hall 
and able to report for work, within 20 minutes of call. Have 
experience operating large snow plow trucks, sanding/salt 

application equipment and be familiar with operating large loaders.
This job requires on-call duty as the need arises. Hours vary and it 
is possible to work hours during the night time and more than 8 hr. 
shifts. Snowplowing will start during or after snow events. Plowing 
will continue until all roads and intersections passible. Cleaning, 
washing shop floor and snow equipment after use is required.

THERE WILL BE OTHER JOBS AS ASSIGNED BY THE 
MAINTENANCE STAFF OR TOWNSHIP BOARD, 

WHEN NECESSARY.
There are no set or given hours – on call, as needed. 

This job will end on or about the last snow of April 2022
Application is available at Clerks office or 

www.silvercreektwp.com/
Return application in person, mail or email 

@silvercreektwp@tds.net
Call the office for information at 763-878-2600 

or one of the Board Members

Silver Creek Township
3827 134th St. NW, Monticello, MN

now hiring!
Malco Products, SBC, located in Annandale, MN offers you a great employment opportunity without the 
long commute. As the nation’s leading manufacturer of specialty precision hand tools for the HVAC 
industry, Malco is seeking a multi-talented individual to work in our production area. Please check out 
our website for specific production job openings at www.malcotools.com.
• Assemblers
• Machine Tool Operators
• Punch Press Operators
• Shippers
• Stockroom/Receiving Clerks

The starting pay is $18.20/hour to $20.38/hour. Second shift receives a 6% shift differential. We offer 
a flexible benefits program where you can pick and choose many options in our plan. We are a 100% 
owned Employee Stock Ownership Plan (ESOP) company where all employees are shareholders of 
company stock. Along with the excellent starting wage and benefits program, we have a clean, safe, 
climate controlled working environment.

To apply, complete the online application or print and complete an application found at malcotools.com 
and mail, fax, email or deliver the application to:

MALCO PRODUCTS, SBC
Attn: Human Resources Manager
P.O. Box 400, Annandale, MN 55302-0400
Facsimile: (320) 323-4441   Email: hr@malcotools.com
 

Work in Central Minnesota’s 
“Heart of the Lakes” area! 

Age 55+ workers 
needed for PT 
light custodial 

work at the Full-
er Lake & Enfield 
Rest Areas locat-
ed on 1-94. Con-
tact Green View 
at 651-639-1913. 

All 
positions

Apply in person.
Hwy. 10 & Lake St., 

Big Lake

NOW HIRINGNOW HIRING

Flexible Hours
Tips 

TIME FOR 
A NEW JOB?

• Admin Asst.
• Receptionist
• Customer Service
• Sous Chef/Cooks
• Welder
• Staff Accountant
• Comm. Drafter
+ AND MORE!

Now Hiring!

320-251-1038 
expresspros.com/stcloudmn

Check out our 
express jobs 

app today!

Call to
phone 

screen!

click, call, or text 
to learn more!

No Fees! Apply Today!

FT, PT & On-call Caregivers - All Shifts

Make a difference for 
individuals with 
disabilities as a DSP

Search jobs and apply online at:
sevitahealth.com

Call Erica for more information: 763-913-7486
SevitaHealth.com

NOW HIRING for Big Lake, 
Buffalo & surrounding area sites 

To apply online visit:
www.divinehouse.org or call (320) 231-2738

328 SW 5th Street, Willmar, MN 56201

Starting pay $16 and up for awake hours FT & PT with
afternoon/evening shifts. Asleep overnights $10.08/hr. Experience working 
with people with disabilities or background in medical field and supervisory 

experience helpful but not necessary. 

We believe that all people have the right to live and work in an environment which provides them 
with pride, self-respect, friendships, and the opportunity to achieve success while realizing that 
success is defined differently for everyone. We feel that our job is to offer friendship, security, 

and guidance to those we serve.
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Hours and days vary. We are flexible. Some 
computer skills preferred. Will train. 16 years and 

older. Apply in person, ask for John or Kim

13350 1st St., 
Becker, MN

HELP WANTED PT

Becker

Apply within:
Nutrien Ag Solutions

Attn: Brad or Tom
20190 W Hwy 10  Big Lake, MN 55309

(763) 263-2518  EOE

SEASONAL CLASS A & B DRIVERS

Retirees & College
Students Welcome

NOW ACCEPTING
APPLICATIONS FOR

NOW HIRING
•• RESTAURANT/

FOOD COURT SUPERVISORS FT & PT 
Flexible Scheduling 

• FOOD COURT MANAGER – FT
Flexible Scheduling 

· SANDWICH & PIZZA CREATORS –  FT/PT
M-F Days - or evenings & weekends

· OVERNIGHT CASHIERS – FT & PT

Days or evenings & weekends

· CATERING ASSISTANTS – PT
Flexible Schedule

Employees enjoy benefits of food, gas, and gift shop discounts. 
We also offer options of medical, dental, company matching 401K, 

and paid time off. Come join a great team!

Candidates can apply in-person or online 
stacis@clearwatertravelplaza.com 
www.clearwatertravelplaza.com

320-558-2261

I-94 & Hwy 24, Clearwater, MN

· BAKERY PRODUCTION – PT & FT

· WEEKEND CUSTODIAN – PT

· DISHWASHERS – FT & PT

NOW HIRING
•• RESTAURANT/

FOOD COURT SUPERVISORS FT & PT 
Flexible Scheduling 

• FOOD COURT MANAGER – FT
Flexible Scheduling 

· SANDWICH & PIZZA CREATORS –  FT/PT
M-F Days - or evenings & weekends

· OVERNIGHT CASHIERS – FT & PT

Days or evenings & weekends

· CATERING ASSISTANTS – PT
Flexible Schedule

Employees enjoy benefits of food, gas, and gift shop discounts. 
We also offer options of medical, dental, company matching 401K, 

and paid time off. Come join a great team!

Candidates can apply in-person or online 
stacis@clearwatertravelplaza.com 
www.clearwatertravelplaza.com

320-558-2261

I-94 & Hwy 24, Clearwater, MN

· BAKERY PRODUCTION – PT & FT

· WEEKEND CUSTODIAN – PT

· DISHWASHERS – FT & PT

• M-F Day Cashiers • Bakery Prduction 
• Prep & Line Cooks • Food Court 
Cashiers • Servers • Custodians 

• Supervisor Positions in Restaurant, 
Kitchen, and Gas Station

Area News

Tool & Die Maker III
Malco Products, SBC, located in Annandale, MN offers you a great employment opportunity without the 
long commute. As the nation’s leading manufacturer of specialty precision hand tools for the HVAC in-
dustry, Malco is seeking a multi-talented individual to work in our Annandale facility. Qualifications and 
duties of the Tool & Die Maker III include:
• Design, build, modify repair and maintain equipment, programs, dies, fixtures and gauges
• Perform general machining operations
• Plan, schedule and cost justify projects and equipment
• Tool & Die certificate or equivalent schooling
• 5+ years experience as a Tool & Die Maker

We offer a flexible benefits program where you can pick and choose many options in our plan. We are 
a 100% owned Employee Stock Ownership Plan (ESOP) company where all employees are shareholders 
of company stock. Along with the excellent starting wage and benefits program, we have a clean, safe 
climate controlled working environment. Relocation assistance is available.

To apply, complete the online application or print and complete an application found at malcotools.com 
and mail, fax, email or deliver the application to:

MALCO PRODUCTS, SBC
Attn: Human Resources Manager
P.O. Box 400, Annandale, MN 55302-0400
Facsimile: (320) 323-4441   Email: hr@malcotools.com
 

Work in Central Minnesota’s 
“Heart of the Lakes” area! 

By Katherine Cantin,
Staff Writer
Reporter.Katie@PatriotNewsMN.com

During the recent Big 
Lake Town Board meeting, 
the board welcomed several 
new and old members of the 
fire department to the meet-
ing, and Chief Seth Hansen 
gave the report for the pre-
vious month and year. 

Hansen reported 43 

calls for service in the 
month of December. There 
were a total of 429 calls for 
service in 2021. Hansen 
says the department has 
seen a steady rise of calls 
for service over the years, 
there being 171 calls in 
2018, 232 in 2019, and 379 
in 2020. 

Which is why the next 
order of business was such a 
blessing for the department. 
Four new board members 
recently joined the depart-
ment, three of which were 
sworn in at the meeting. 
The new firefighters are 
Brad Anderson, Brian Er-
landson, Matt Houle, and 
Mike Houts. 

Veteran firefight-
ers were also recognized 
during the meeting: Mike 
Bondhus, 31 years; Ryan 
Aderman, five years; Kiel 
Ruberg, five years; Ryan 
Hanson, who retired with 

10 years; and Jim Jenson, 
who retired with 17 years. 

After recognizing new 
and old BLFD members, 
the board approved a $300 
increase to the Fire Dept. 
benefit, as requested by the 
relief association. 

Sheriff’s Report
Sherburne County 

Sheriff Joel Brott gave the 
annual report for the town-
ship. He stated that there 

were 2,664 calls for service 
in 2021.This is up from 
2020, which had the SCSO 
respond to 2,228 calls for 
service. Brott believes this 
is due to people staying at 
home more during the first 
year of the pandemic. The 
number is closer to being 
on par with the number of 
calls for service from 2019, 
2,380. This is a trend that 
has been seen across the 
county. 

Serious crimes com-
mitted in the county in-
cluded six assaults, four 
burglaries, two narcotic 
arrests, eight DUIs, three 
criminal sexual conduct, 20 
thefts, and 19 CDPs. 

Sheriff Brott went 
on to mention the mental 
health co-responder pro-
gram. Roy Neumann is a 
mental health professional 
who, in the past year, has 
worked with the Sheriff’s 

Office, Big Lake Police 
Dept., Becker Police Dept., 
and Elk River Police Dept. 
Recently, Neumann was is-
sued his own law enforce-
ment vehicle so he can 
directly respond to calls 
requiring his expertise. The 
goal of this program is to 
have Neumann follow up 
with individuals in need 
of mental health assistance 
and make sure they receive 

any care they need. 
Sheriff Brott was 

pleased to let the board 
know that the county jail 
recently was re-accredited 
with the National Com-
mission on Correctional 
Health Care, which indi-
cates that the jail is meet-
ing the high standards for 
health care put forth by the 
commission. The Sheriff’s 
Office is also accredited 
with the ACA (American 
Correctional Association) 
and CALEA (Commission 
on Accreditation for Law 
Enforcement Agencies). 
Holding all three accredita-
tions is known as the “triple 
crown” and is a feat accom-
plished by only around 50 
law enforcement agencies 
in the nation.

Sheriff Brott ended his 
presentation by suggesting 
the board and audience fol-
low the Sheriff’s Office on 
social media. 

In Other Business, 
the Board:
• Heard an update on 

Big Lake development 
from Community Develop-
ment Director Hanna Klim-
mek;

• Authorized the clerk 
and members of the board 
as authorized signers for 
township bank accounts 
and to open new accounts. 

NEW FIREFIGHTERS AND THEIR SPOUSES stood for a photo after each firefighter had his badge pinned on by his wife. 
(Photo by Katherine Cantin.)

BLFD firefighters sworn in

BIG LAKE TOWN BOARD CHAIRMAN BRUCE AUBOL swore in three new mem-
bers for the BLFD. From left to right: Mike Houts, Brad Anderson, and Brian Erland-
son. (Photo by Katherine Cantin.)

By Katherine Cantin,
Staff Writer
Reporter.Katie@PatriotNewsMN.com

During the Becker City 
Council meeting of Feb. 
2, three new officers were 
sworn into the police de-
partment, and officer Chris 
Lindbloom was promoted 
to lieutenant.

The new officers sworn 
in were Adrian Johnson, 
Mike Gordon, and Jenna 
Voigt.

Johnson served with 
the army national guard 
before pursuing his degree 
in criminal justice from 
St. Cloud State University. 
This is his first job as a po-
lice officer.

Gordon previously 
served with the Springfield 
and Sleepy Eye police de-
partments.

Voigt is a Becker High 
School alumni who pre-
viously served the depart-
ment as a reserve officer.

All four of these offi-
cers had new badges pinned 
to their uniforms during the 
meeting before heading 
back over to the police de-
partment for cake and cele-
bration.

Committee Reports
Budget and Finance re-

viewed year end numbers. 
They also discussed apply-
ing for potential grant fund-
ing for city projects. Going 
forward, the city will pre-
pare for the audit presenta-
tion in May. 

Fire board reported 
numbers for the year. There 
were 509 calls for service 
in 2021, down from 594 
in 2020. Mayor Tracy Ber-
tram reminded the audience 
that many of those calls are 
medical calls. 

The Planning Com-
mission held several public 
hearings, and those items 
came before the council 
later in the meeting. 

CMRP recently advo-
cated for the ability to bet-
ter plan for local land use. 

Bank Street
The vacant lot on Bank 

St. next to Country Lum-
ber may be home to a new 
business soon. The council 
approved splitting the lot, 
which is currently set up 
to support one building, 
into two buildable parcels. 
It will be necessary on 
the owner’s part to fix the 

sewer line in order to sup-
port two separate buildings, 
which they will do during 
road projects this year, as 
the road will be torn up 
anyway. It was not stated 
what business was inter-
ested in the lot. 

In Other Business,
the Council:
• Approved updates 

to Chapter 11 ordinances 
to include some clarifying 
language;

• Approved a CUP 
for Red Balloon Day Care 
(The owner previously held 
a CUP which had expired. 
As the owner pursues an 
expansion of their busi-
ness, the CUP needed to be 
brought back into compli-
ance.);

• Directed staff to cre-
ate a supplemental letter of 
agreement to allow engi-
neering to prepare plans for 
road projects this spring.

LIEUTENANT CHRIS LINDBLOOM had has badge pinned on by Chief Brent 
Baloun. (Photo by Katherine Cantin.)

Becker officers sworn in

THREE NEW OFFICERS joined the Becker Police Department. From left to right 
are Officers Jenna Voigt, Adrian Johnson, and Mike Gordon. (Photo by Katherine 
Cantin.)

NEW BPD OFFICERS celebrated with cake. Pictured are Officers Mike Gordon, 
Adrian Johnson, and Jenna Voigt. (Photo from BPD Facebook page.)
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County/Sports News
Auctions

ESTATE & CONSIGNMENT AUCTION
SUNDAY, FEB. 20, 2022 @ 11:00 AM

3825 Shadowood Dr. NE.Sauk Rapids,MN
Directions: St. Cloud, E. on Hwy 23 Left 0n 40th  (Follow Signs)

THIS IS A PARTIAL LISTING. B.P. & MN tax applies. 
See website for more: 
www.midwestauctions.com/sharer 
Keith Sharer Auction Service

320-267-1963

FURNITURE: Coffee & end tables, Dresser & Chest of draw-
ers, Night stands, Bookshelves, Flat screen TV’s, Dining table & 
chairs, Armoire, Etan Allen Queen bedroom set, ANTIQUES & 
COLLECTIBLES: Jewelry, Oil lamp, Framed art & prints, Crystal & 
stemware, China set, Ammunition, HOUSEHOLD: Sewing supplies, 
Blankets, Golf clubs, Cookbooks, Electronics, Lamps, Fan, Heaters, 
Area rugs, Paperback books, Pots & Pans, Kitchen utensils, Dolls, 
OUTDOOR & TOOLS: Tool box, Hand tools, Fishing rods, New 
Fishing equipment (Sand anchors, Coated anchors, Rubber worms, 
Minnow buckets, Fishing lures, Hooks, Sinkers, Dip nets.) 

We again in 2015 have
been blessed with many kind
people who have given time
and effort to make our year
and our Christmas holiday
extra special. God does see
your faithful service to others
in all you do. We pray that God
will bless you in many special
ways as you have blessed us.

Becker Lions, Mary Nehring
& friends with music, Clear
Lake Lions and Lioness,
Santiago Lions, Duelm
Christian Mothers. Special
than ks yo Jean Mazacek &
Duelm KC’s, South Santiago
ladies & Pastor Mike,
Monticello Clinic of Buffalo,
Monticello, Albertville & St
Michael. Special thanks to
Sherri Newman all her helpers,
Judy & Jeff Syring, Carol
Kufner, Joe Becker, Becker
Community holiday fund with
special thanks to Wendy Borst,
Randy Weimer. Also thanks yo
anyone who may not have
been mentioned but in some
ways added their thoughtful-
ness to  our home.

Residents & Staff at Lange’s
Have A Blessed New Year

Thanks

    As we head into this year, we 
would like to take a moment to 
thank all of you who made our 
2021 special.

    Love and kindness are never 
wasted. Your acts of generosi-
ty and compassion have been 
a blessing to our fmily here at 
Langes. Thank you all for tak-
ing time from your busy lives to 
be a light in ours.

 We ask for God’s grace 
and blessings upon all who 
touched our lives this year and 
a 2022 filled with peace, joy 
and happiness.
Becker Lions, Clear Lake Lions, 
Santiago Lions, Joan Mazacek 
with Duelm Christian Ladies 
& Duelm KC’s, Sherri Newman 
and all her helpers, Pastor Dar-
yl and South Santiago Lutheran 
Ladies, Jeff and Judy Syring, 
Joe Becker — Thanks to anyone 
not mentioned who also added 
to our blessed year!

Happy New Year!
Lange’s Staff & Residents

 

 

  

   

Heavy Equipment 
Auction 

Pre-Bidding Now  
Live Online Only 

Wed, Feb 23rd- 8am 
Viewing by 

Appointment 
Jct MN Hwys 95 & 25 

Call Col Ray Henry 

Lic 5-17-011

Forever Loved

Remembering Rex

Should NHL Players Go to the Olympics?
With the 2022 Olym-

pics about to start I figured 
it would be a good time to 
discuss whether NHL play-
ers should be allowed or 
not. In the past it’s been a 
highly debated subject and 
this season especially it was 
under high scrutiny. NHL 
players started participat-
ing in the Olympics back 
in 1998 and have been ever 
since with the exception of 
2018 and this year. 

This season the NHL 
had big plans to send play-
ers to the Olympics after 
not participating in 2018. 
Many players were ex-
cited for the opportunity to 
represent their respective 
countries while others were 
not so keen on the COVID-
19 protocols that included 
a possibility of staying in 
China for up to five weeks 
if an athlete tested positive. 
These were the early ru-
mors surrounding the pro-
tocols and things have more 
than likely changed since. 

However, since the 
NHL had to pause their 
own season, they had to 
forgo their trip to the Olym-
pics to use the three week 
break to reschedule their 
postponed games. When 
the NHL agreed to send 
players to the Olympics it 
was also agreed upon that 
they could pull out from the 
games if this situation arose 
and it unfortunately hap-
pened. There were many 
players relieved that they 
didn’t have to worry about 
the protocols and the po-
tential to get hurt while not 
playing for their NHL team 
but there were also some 
who were extremely dis-
appointed because it may 
have been the last chance 
they would have to play in 
the Games. 

This year fans will 
get to see some of the up-

and-coming talent for each 
respective country as well 
as former NHL veterans 
like Eric Staal who used to 
play for the Wild and will 
be suiting up for Team Can-
ada. Also, the NHL’s num-
ber one overall draft pick 
Owen Power will be joining 
the roster for Team Canada 
as well for the Games. 

As far as my opin-
ion on NHL players in the 
Olympics, I’m torn. I love 
the idea of seeing my favor-
ite players represent their 
countries with pride and 
see them playing with other 
players from their countries 
who they don’t normally 
get to play with. Like Sid-
ney Crosby playing with 
Jonathan Toews, P.K. Sub-
ban, Steven Stamkos, and 
Shea Weber. A fans dream 
come true to see the best 
players form all around the 
league play together, simi-
lar to the All-Star Game but 
with a gold medal at stake. 

However, as much as 
I love the idea, I also love 
the idea of seeing college 
and amateur players go for 
their dreams. I’m a huge 
fan of Miracle and the true 
story behind it, even though 
I wasn’t even born yet. If 
there’s a significant event, 
I wish I could go back in 
time and witness in person 
it would be the 1980 Win-
ter Olympics or the first 

time Wayne Gretzky won 
a Stanley Cup but that’s 
another topic. The level 
of hockey that was played 
then was outstanding and to 
see how hard those players 
worked really showed their 
level of dedication. 

Having a chance to 
witness college kids who 
haven’t hit the profes-
sional levels yet play in the 
Olympics is an exciting op-
portunity. These kids will 
want to prove their abilities 
and don’t have the obliga-
tions of an NHL season to 
go back to. They do have 
their college season but the 
Olympics are an honor and 
privilege. I may not know 
all of their names but seeing 
the passion these kids have 
to play is so cool. 

So overall, I can’t say 
which decision is right or 
wrong. I can see the pros 
and cons to both ideas but 
ultimately as painful as it 
is to not get to see my big-
name favorites play, I think 
I lean more towards the col-
lege players. They haven’t 
had the chance to play on 
a big stage other than the 
NCAA tourney if they’ve 
had that chance, but they’d 
all admit the Olympics are a 
totally different level. 

Regardless these 
Olympics will prove to 
be some exciting hockey, 
the only struggle is the 
time change. A lot of their 
games are during our sleep-
ing hours and as much as I 
love to stay up late, I don’t 
think 3-4 AM is a possi-
bility for myself anymore. 
Those college days are over 
and the early bedtime has 
replaced it. I’ll try to catch 
as many games as possible 
and hopefully they’re as 
good as we all hope and ex-
pect them to be and is has to 
be said… GO USA!!!

By Mariah Stark
Contributing Writer

By Ken Francis,
Contributing Writer

The Big Lake 
wrestling team beat 
St. Francis, 63-6 last 
Thursday.

It was the Hor-
nets’ 15th team win 
against two losses this 
season.

St. Francis got on 
the board first when 
Gavin Gould out-
pointed Ivan Lapointe, 
14-8 at 106 pounds.

Big Lake re-
sponded with five 
straight wins. At 113, 
Cash Sixberry pinned 
Brayden Boots at 3:27.

Cash Stortz beat 
Gunner Hostetter by 
major decision, 8-0 at 
120.

At 126, Christian 
Noble beat Tyson Char-
moli, 7-2.

Nolan Reiter got a win 
by forfeit at 132.

At 138: Zack Smith 

beat Ken Hollenbeck by 
major decision, 16-5.

Dillon Browen fol-

lowed at 145 with a major 
decision over Logan Gran-
roth, 12-1.

Tom Green of St. 
Francis got his team’s final 

points with a 7-6 decision 
over Carson Gellerman at 
152.

The Hornets followed 
with the final six wins.

At 160, Tyler Dehmer 
won by forfeit.

At 170, Johnathon 
Murphy won by forfeit.

Alex Hanrahan pinned  
Walter Guseat 5:12 at 182.

Brett Bordwell won at 
195 by forfeit.

At 220, Peter Dun-
combe pinned Easton John-
son at 1:30.

Kane Lapointe closed 
out the competition in the 
285-pound weight class 
with a pin of James En-
glund at 2:28.

Big Lake competed in 
a quad meet Friday with 
Delano, Howard Lake-Wa-
verly-Winsted and Rock-
ford Area at Howard Lake. 
Results will follow next 
week.

Hornet matmen top Saints, 63-6

By Katherine Cantin,
Staff Writer
Reporter.Katie@PatriotNewsMN.com

A group of Becker stu-
dents is excited to be attend-
ing the state competition for 
First Lego League Robot-
ics. Wyatt Kaproth, Sophie 
Blum, Keaton Zierden, and 
Samantha Wolfson (team 
name: Curiosity 21022) 
have been working hard at 
weekly meetings to build 
and program a robot made 
from Legos to complete re-
al-world tasks.

Lego Robotics
First Lego League Ro-

botics provides students 
with all the tools necessary 
to design, build, and pro-
gram a robot to complete 
certain tasks. This year, the 
theme is “Cargo Connect.” 
The Becker students have 
designed a robot that can 
transport other vehicles 
and move cargo around 
the table, all without being 
touched or by using a re-

mote. 
The robot is pro-

grammed with coordinates 
on a large table which di-
rects it where to go. The 
students spend time coding 
the robot to tell it exactly 
where to go. The missions 
rely on precision and lots of 
trial and error.

But the students aren’t 
only judged on their ability 
to complete tasks, but also 
on innovation, design, cod-
ing, and core values (team-
work). 

In preparation for the 
state competition, the stu-
dents have been hard at 
work with their build, and 
keeping meticulous notes 
on what works and what 
does not. 

This will be the first 
time the students progress 
to the state competition. 
The event will take place 
Feb. 26 in Hermantown. 
It’s a great honor to ad-
vance to state, and if the 
students place high enough 

they have a chance to move 
on to nationals. 

Innovation Project
The students were also 

excited about their innova-
tion project. This encour-
ages the students to find a 
real life problem in their 
school or community and 
design a solution. For their 
project, the students de-
cided to find a better way to 
bring in school lunches. 

Currently, food for 
school lunches is shipped in 
by truck and hauled in with 
boxes. The students thought 
they could make this pro-
cess much simpler by creat-
ing a zamboni-style vehicle 
which could carry in all the 
supplies and even move be-
tween schools. The vehicle 
could also keep food hot or 
cold. The students planned 
to talk to school lunch staff 
to ask about what problems 
the workers regularly face 
and see if they could find a 
solution. 

CURIOSITY 21022 is a team of Becker students who will be heading to the state competition for First Lego League Robot-
ics. Pictured are Wyatt Kaproth, Sam Wolfson, Keaton Zierden, and Sophie Blum. (Photo by Katherine Cantin.)

Becker students head to state 
for First Lego League Robotics

By Katherine Cantin,
Staff Writer
Reporter.Katie@PatriotNewsMN.com

Tri-CAP is offering 
free tax preparation for resi-
dents of Sherburne, Stearns, 
and Benton Counties. The 
service is free for anyone 
who makes under $58,000 
annually. 

New this year, ap-
pointments are available 
at the Sherburne County 
Government Center in Elk 
River. All of the Tri-CAP 
tax preparers have special 
certification from the IRS, 
and all taxes are reviewed 
by an experienced member. 

Tailor Doeden
Tailor Doeden offers 

appointments at the govern-
ment center every Tuesday 
from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
She has worked with Tri-
CAP for seven years, four 
of which she has been help-
ing people in the tri-county 
area prepare their taxes. 

Doeden joined Tri-
CAP to be a part of their 
vehicle program, which 
helps to fix and lease cars 
for residents who need the 
assistance. She brought her 
expertise of working with 
her family’s shop, Rite 
Away Auto in Big Lake. 

Since she joined with 
Tri-CAP, Doeden has be-
come involved in their 
other programs as well, 
including helping residents 
prep their taxes.

“I enjoy the taxes,” 
Doeden confessed. “Al-
though some people don’t 
believe me – especially my 
family!”

Doeden is assisted by 
volunteers from a St. Cloud 

State University account-
ing class. The students earn 
credit by helping Doeden 
work with residents from 
around the counties. 

“All the volunteers 
make it a fun experience,” 
Doeden said. 

Tax Prep
So far, there are still 

many open appointment 
slots at the government 
center location, and Doeden 
urged eligible residents to 
grab onto the opportunity.

“Only about 10% 
of the appointment slots 
have been filled,” Doeden 
claimed, leading to some 
slow days for her and her 
volunteers. 

There are two types 
of appointments available. 
Residents can schedule 
a two hour appointment 
and leave with their taxes 
completely ready, or else 
they can schedule a half 
hour appointment, during 
which Doeden goes over 
the information with the 
filer, and then can leave 
and pick up the completed 

taxes when Doeden and her 
team are finished with it. It 
can take up to four weeks 
for Doeden and her team 
to complete the taxes, but 
with the scarcity of appoint-
ments the turnaround lately 
has been much faster, usu-
ally within the same day. 

Appointments are also 
available on Mondays at 
the Tri-CAP office in Waite 
Park, and on Thursday and 
Saturday at the Salvation 
Army in St. Cloud. Resi-
dents can make appoint-
ments online at TriCAP.org 
or by calling the Tri-CAP 
office at 320-251-1612. 
Appointments are available 
through April 5.

Tri-CAP is also look-
ing for volunteers for the 
program. They are looking 
for greeters and tax prep-
pers. Those interested can 
sign up at TriCAP.org or 
call 320-251-1612.

Tri-CAP offers tax prep 
services to tri-county residents

TAILOR DOEDEN (MIDDLE), tax prep specialist with Tri-CAP, works with vol-
unteers from SCSU, Sam Bray (L) and Ryan Stachowski (R). (Photo by Katherine 
Cantin.)
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Becker Sports/Area News

Serving our customers for 65 years!
Located at Hwy. 23 East, West of Rollie’s & East of Arnold’s Equipment

We carry a variety of Ritchie 
Fountains, parts & accessories

We stock Ritchie  
parts & have 

most electric 
models on hand

Hayhuts: Protecting Your 
Large Bale Investment

On sale now for $975 
(includes one year warranty)

See us for your winter needs! SNow shovels, ice melter, clothing, 
sporting goods, toys, feed, & much More! We have quality Ace 

Hardware tools & a wide selection of small engine parts

We stock Hayhuts - All weather enclosed pasture hay 
feeder - the ultimate money saver! Saves hay, money 
& time. Easy to move, no tractor required. Does not 

rust! Made in North America.

Find us at patriotnewsmn.com

Keller Lake Commons in Big Lake, now an Assisted Living Community 
offering full apartments ranging from 644 to 956 square feet. Cable is 

included in rents for private pay and GRH renters. Accepting EW and CADI. 
For more information please contact Nicole Gilder, Housing Director at 

763-263-2363 or check us out online at www.kellerlakecommons.com

By Mark Kolbinger,
Contributing Writer

Last week was another 
two wins for the Becker 
Bulldog girls basketball 
team, as they reclaimed the 
number one ranking in MN 
Class AAA basketball.

Last Friday, the girls 
overcame a sluggish first 
half to score a 71-37 win 
over the St. Francis Saints.

“We settled for threes 
in the first half and weren’t 
hitting... the coaching staff 
wasn’t overly ecstatic at 
half time to say the least,” 
Coach Dan Baird said. “We 
got to the basket in the sec-
ond and it made all the dif-
ference in the world.”

After taking a 35-24 
lead at halftime, Becker 
came out with renewed de-
fensive pressure and better 
shot selection to outscore 
the Saints 36-13 in the final 
stanza.

“Lexi Rose was an of-
fensive and defensive star 
in this game,” Baird said, 
referencing her 18 points 
and four deflections.

Teammates Adeline 
Kent and Ayla Brown 
joined Rose in double fig-
ures, as the Bulldogs held 
a 21-0 transition points ad-
vantage in the game.

Becker forced the 
Saints into 23 turnovers, 
while they did an excellent 
job of taking care of the ball 
on offense.

“We did do a nice job 
only committing six turn-
overs,” Baird added. “St. 
Francis’s new coach, Tra-
varus Bennett, is doing a 

nice job getting his team 
to play hard and the right 
way.”

Bennett is former 
Minnesota Golden Gopher 
Standout player, who was 
the Big Ten Defensive 
Player of the Year in 2002.

Becker scoring: Dani 
Nuest, 12 (seven rebounds); 
Maren Westin, five (three 
steals); Ayla Brown, 11 
(five assists); Reese Haus-
mann, two; Adeline Kent, 
12; Lauren Croal, two; 
Alexis Rose, 18; Evelyn 
Kreft, two; Liz Mackedanz, 
seven.

Winter Lakes
Saturday, the team was 

once again featured in a 
Breakdown Sports tourna-
ment, as the Bulldogs faced 
the Fergus Falls Otters in 
the Winter Lakes Clas-
sic and came away with a 
73-58 win.

Fergus Falls is led by 
standout player Ellie Col-
beck, who poured in 35 
points in the game. Colbeck 
is an all-state returning 
player who has signed to 
play with the SDSU Jack-
rabbits next season.

“She’s a handful,” 
Baird said after the game.

However, the Bulldogs 
used excellent balance and 
a full team effort to come 
away with the win.

“Maren Westin had a 
fabulous game scoring 22 
points to go with 11 re-
bounds,” Baird said. “Ayla 
Brown scored 19 points to 
go with 12 rebounds and six 
assists.”

The win was one of the 
team’s better ones on the 

year, as the Otters present 
many unique challenges 
and, like Becker, play a 
very difficult schedule.

“Fergus is a high qual-
ity team with a record of 
14-5 that has a great shot 
at making state and com-
peting for Class AA title,” 
Baird said. “It was a great 
win for the Bulldogs, as we 
answered every run they 
had and never went on an 
offensive drought.”

As the Bulldogs ap-
proach the last weeks of 
the regular season, Baird is 
happy with how his team is 
performing.

“This Bulldog team 
seems to always be able 
to score, even when we’re 
having defensive lapses,” 
Baird said. “We have five 
girls really able to score 
and all are capable of scor-
ing 30, making it tough for 
opponents to match up.”

Becker vs. Fergus scor-
ing: Nuest, 13; Westin, 22; 
Brown, 19; Kent, six; Rose, 
12; Mackedanz, one.

Wildcats
Tuesday evening, 

Baird and the Bulldogs took 
on the Chisago Lakes Wild-
cats and came away with 
another win, 85-56.

It was incredible of-
fensive balance that led to 
the win, as six Bulldogs 
reached double figures in 
the game.

Scoring: Nuest, 21; 
Westin, 11; Brown, 16; 
Kent, 11; Alexa Voller, 
two; Rose, 13; Mackedanz, 
11.

Bulldog girls  BB 
reclaims #1 ranking

By Mark Kolbinger,
Contributing Writer

Timely shooting led to a 
pair of winning performances 
for the Becker Bulldog boys 
basketball team last week, as 
they defeated two quality op-
ponents. They followed that 
with a Tuesday night victory 
over another M8 opponent, 
Chisago Lakes.

Last Thursday, the team 
shot 51% from the field to 
down the Willmar Cardinals, 
72-50.

The Bulldogs carved out 
a 35-27 halftime lead before 
pouring it on with 37 second 
half points to cruise to the 
win.

Becker hit 10 three-
point shots to the Cardinals’ 
four, while the Bulldogs also 
enjoyed a big 23-7 advantage 
in transition points.

Eric Seavert was on fire, 
collecting 21 points, includ-
ing a 4-for-5 performance 
from beyond the three-point 
arc.  Julias Hendricks joined 
him in double figures, as 
he had 16 points to help 
the Bulldogs with the win 
against a section opponent.

Defensively, Becker 
held their opponent to just 
36% shooting.

Becker Scoring: Alex 
Weiss, six (four assists, three 
steals); Nick Berglund, six 
(four steals); Hendricks, 16; 
Ryan Bengtson, five (four 
assists); Hayden Harmoning, 
nine (four assists); Seavert, 
21; Brady Paumen, four; 
Carter Callahan, four; Kyan 
Blomquist, one. 

Saints
Last Friday, the Bull-

dogs again shot over 50%, as 
they cruised to an 80-65 win 

over the St. Francis Saints in 
a key Mississippi 8 Matchup.

Becker again held a big 
advantage from long range, 
hitting 10 of 23 shots from 
beyond the arc for a very re-
spectable 44% from the three 
point line. The Saints man-
aged just six baskets from 
long range.

Becker also had the ad-
vantage in the lane, scoring 
44 points in the paint com-
pared to their opponents’ 22 
points.

Both teams played a 
clean game, as Becker had 
just 10 turnovers in the game, 
while the Saints had 11.

Becker led by just four 
points at the half, 46-42, but 
their overall depth led to the 
big second half and the con-
ference win.

Seavert again paced the 
Bulldogs’ scoring effort, as 
he had 20 points on a very 
efficient 8-for-11 shooting 
performance, while Paumen 
(14), Harmoning (13) and 
Hendricks (12) joined him in 
double figures.

Becker scoring: Weiss, 
seven; Berglund, seven; 
Hendricks, 12; Harmoning, 
13 (five assists); Seavert, 20 
(seven assists); Paumen, 14 
(nine rebounds); Callahan, 
seven.

Wildcats
Tuesday night, Becker 

picked up another M8 
Conference win, this time 
downing the Chisago Lakes 
Wildcats, 75-49.

Becker held a slim, 
24-22 halftime lead, but 
came alive in the second half 
with a 51 point offensive ex-
plosion to seal the victory.

Becker’s perimeter de-
fense was excellent, as they 
held the Wildcats to 1-for-19 
shooting from beyond the 
three point arc.

Eric Seavert just missed 
a triple double, as he had 10 
points, 10 assists and seven 
rebounds for the Bulldogs.

Becker scoring: Weiss, 
17 (nine rebounds); Ber-
glund, two; Kyle Vogl, three; 
Hendricks, four; Bengtson, 
five; Harmoning, two (nine 
rebounds); Seavert, 10; Pau-
men, nine (11 rebounds); 
Callahan, 13; Blomquist, 10.

RAINING THREES. The Becker Bulldogs used some sharp shooting to pick up 
a pair of wins in the past week.  Eric Seavert (left photo) and Hayden Harmoning 
(right photo) are pictured here launching three point shots against the WIllmar 
Cardinals. (Submitted photos.)

Bulldog boys use stellar 
shooting to secure wins

By Bill Morgan, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

(Editor’s Note: The 
Patriot plans to run a 
weekly article resurrect-
ing some historical facts, 
moments, statistics and 
photos from throughout 
Sherburne County ref-
erencing our readership 

areas. Information this 
week was gleaned from 
the Sherburne County 
Heritage Book book, pub-
lished in 1986. Enjoy!)

An official petition 
calling for a village of 
Clear Lake to be estab-

lished was dated Dec. 23, 
1899. An official elec-
tion for officers was held 
March 12, 1900 for the 
village population of 176.

The first officers 
were: President - Edgar 
White; Trustees - B. 
Powers, C. D. Schwab 
and Henry Goenner; 
Recorder - Ernest A. 

Woods; Treasurer - Jas. 
Bowers; Justices - W.V. 
Davee and J.A. Rober-
ston; Constables - Barton 
Clerk and J.D. Horak.

Three major ordi-
nances were adopted 
in the 1970s and 1980s 

which would influence 
the city. The first being 
the formation of the Clear 
Lake/Clearwater Sewer 
Authority. This formation 
is the two cities’ major 
link to the joint sewer 
lagoon ponds located in 
city-owned land in Clear 
Lake Twp.

The second ordi-
nance formed a 
public services de-
partment or forma-
tion of a water and 
sewer department 
to maintain the sys-
tems of sanitary 
sewer and water. 
This created part 
time employment 
positions in the city.

The third major 
ordinance formed 
the planning and 
zoning commission. 
After a comprehen-
sive study was done 
of the city, the com-
mission serves as 
a recommendation 

committee to the city 
council on the studies of 
changes in land use that 
could affect the environ-
ment and safety of the 
city.

THE CLEAR LAKE CITY COUNCIL from an unknown date. Back row, left to right, 
William Kiffmeyer, Gertrude Hartmann, Christopher Goenner. Front row, left to 
right, Thomas L. Boetz, Nancy Fiereck, Leo Carlin. (Sherburne County Heritage 
book Photo).

Blast from the past...

Submitted article

(Editor’s Note: The fol-
lowing article was submit-
ted by Mary Kiffmeyer.)

“Transparency has al-
ways been a fundamental 
value of our elections, and 
our election judges play 
a key role in ensuring our 
elections are transparent, 
honest, and open,” said 
Sen. Mary Kiffmeyer. 

“Election judges are 
trained to handle all as-
pects of voting at the poll-
ing place for the primary 
and general elections. They 
cannot tell you who to vote 
for, but they are available 
to help you with any other 
aspect in the voting process 
such as checking in voters 
and handing out the ballots. 
Election judges stand guard 
over the polling location 
and ballot box on Election 
Day. They also have the 

important role of serving on 
Absentee Ballot Boards and 
helping the county process 
absentee ballots in the 46 
days leading up to Election 
Day. 

“I can personally attest 
that this position is truly 
one of the best examples of 
bipartisanship, as I served 
as an election judge for 
more than 11 years. Min-
nesota law states that there 
should be an equal number 
of Republican and Demo-
crat election judges at each 
polling place, which serves 
as an important check and 
balance to ensure a fair 
election. And in the polling 
place, regardless of party, 
we share a common goal of 
serving Minnesotans.

“I am calling for strong 
Republicans and strong 
Democrats to volunteer as 
election judges. We need 
volunteers across Minne-

sota. This is a great service 
to our state and offers the 
opportunity to learn about 
elections firsthand. I would 
encourage anyone who is 
interested in participating 
to reach out to me with any 
questions.”

Election judges are el-
igible for an hourly wage 
and milage reimbursement. 
Learn more about being an 
election judge at the Min-
nesota DFL’s information 
page, dfl.org/be-an-elec-
tion-judge, or the Minne-
sota GOP’s information 
page, MNGOP.com/elec-
tion-protection. 

Sen. Kiffmeyer calls for election judges
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Be a Patriot Page 
Sponsor! Call 

763.275.0275 to 
secure your ad

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Appreciative of our 
local newspaper! 

We proudly support 
our communities

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Mon. - Thu., 9am-5pm; Fri. 9am-1pm

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Call us for 
your business 

insurance needs.

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Mon. - Thu., 9am-5pm; Fri. 9am-1pm

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Bundled options 
available, call today 

for your quote.

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Mon. - Thu., 9am-5pm; Fri. 9am-1pm

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Life insurance, make 
sure you have the 
right protection.

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Mon. - Thu., 9am-5pm; Fri. 9am-1pm

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Do you own a boat, 
ATV, motorcycle or 
RV? Call today for a 

free quote.

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Mon. - Thu., 9am-5pm; Fri. 9am-1pm

PROUD SPONSOR
OF THE 

NEWSPAPER,
EVENTS, ACTIVITIES

AND BUSINESSES
IN OUR LOCAL

COMMUNITIES!

763-262-5850
tjpottertrucking.com

Grateful for our 
community newspaper 

and all the events 
covered in our 

surrounding areas!

612.298.3608
Sarawaytashek 

@edinarealty.com

Good Luck Athletes!

Sports/ AreaNews
ELMER GARDING 

FUN RUN
Sat., Feb. 19th 11am

Pearl Lake Lodge

Co. Rd. 8, Pearl Lake • 320-398-2588

Vintage, collectible & new snowmobiles & cars!

Proceeds benefit cancer families

SATURDAY, MARCH 12, 9 A.M. 
Yours can too, when you sell with

the trusted Real Estate Team 
Matt and Lindsay Marquette

Call or text us today!

with full-service 
client care

REDUCEDREDUCED
COMMISSIONSCOMMISSIONS

Matt
612.298.9554

Realtor

Lindsay
612.298.9558

Client Care

HOMES ARE GOING

FAST!

By Bill Morgan, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

The Becker Dance 
Team made history last 
weekend by punching their 
ticket to the State Tourna-
ment for the first time in 
their history! 

The Bulldogs took sec-
ond in jazz and third in kick 
making them one of the top 
12 teams in class AA. 

“There’s no other 
group of kids I’d rather 
make history with,” said 
Head Coach Nadia Fisch-
er-Danzeisen. “I am so 
proud of the entire team. 
I told the girls that when 
I started head coaching I 
had a five-year plan. Well, 
today, that plan failed be-
cause it only took four!” 

“We are so grateful 
to get the opportunity to 
compete with the best high 
school jazz and kick teams 
in the state,” said Assistant 
Coach Megan Timm,  “In 
just two short weeks we 
will be more than ready 
to represent Becker High 
School and our amazing 
community, proudly!” 

When Fischer-Dan-
zeisen and her coaching 
staff asked the dance cap-
tains how they felt, soph-
omore Wren Williams 
answered for all and said, 
“We haven’t just wished 
and dreamt for a moment 
like this, we’ve put our 
heart and soul into it for 
the last several years. The 
will to not give up and the 
connection with this team 
is everything! We couldn’t 
have done it without every 
single one of us.” The state tournament will be held at the Target 

Center in Minneapolis. Jazz 
is set to compete Fri., Feb. 
18 and kick will compete 
on Sat., Feb. 19. The school 
is planning to have a send 
off Thurs., Feb. 17 before 
the team departs. 

“I am so excited to 
take on the Target Center 
floor for the first time in our 
team’s history,” said From 
Junior Stephanie Kluge. 
“Getting to hear our names 
called at our section tourna-
ment to receive our medals 
was so unreal and I could 
not be more proud of every 
single girl on this team for 
all of the hard work they’ve 
put into getting to this mo-
ment!”

”I’ve been on this team 
since seventh grade and 
have never felt a connection 
quite like this year,” said 

Senior Gabby Thelen. “The 
hard work and persever-
ance of these girls has been 
unmatched from any other 
team I’ve danced with. It 
is such a privilege to have 
watched these girls grow 
up into who they are today 
and to be able to dance with 
them on the state floor. All 
our hard work has finally 
paid off and I am so excited 
and proud to say that we did 
it!”

“It was great to see all 
the hard work pay off and 
to see our team preserve 
and achieve our goal,” said 
Junior Amanda Krenz.  
“Dancing with passion was 
a huge part of our season 
and that was our main goal 
going into sections. We 
wanted to dance together 
as one and with passion. 
That’s what we went out 
there and did. We did it!”

“I’m so proud of each 
and every single girl on 
this team,” said Sophomore 
Ashley Matvick. “I am 
very happy to say that all of 
our hard work through out 
the years was all worth it. 
Hearing our names called 
and receiving our medals 
is something that I’m going 
to remember for the rest of 
of my life. I’d like to thank 
all of the girls for never giv-
ing up and for pouring their 
whole heart into this team. 
This team is special and I’m 
grateful for the opportunity 
to hit the state floor with 
them for the first time. My 
hope for the future is that 
younger dancers keep their 
love for dance because pas-
sion leads to hard work and 
eventually success.”

THE BECKER DANCE TEAM jumped for joy when they received their section trophy and bid to compete at the state 
tournament next week. (Submitted Photo).

Dance team headed to state!

HEAD COACH NADIA FISCHER-DANZEISEN held the two section trophies her 
team captured at section competition last week. (Submitted Photo).

By Mark Kolbinger,
Contributing Writer

Coach Kayla Kalinowski 
and the Becker gymnastics 
team were busy this week 
putting the final touches on 
routines in preparation for the 
upcoming Section meet.  It 
will be held today (Saturday) 
in St. Francis at 3 p.m.

“We are looking to im-
prove upon our fourth place 
finish last season and are 
looking to send a few gym-
nasts to the State Meet,” Ka-
linowski says.  

This past week, Ka-
linowski reported on her JV 
team, highlighting their ac-
complishments in finishing in 
the top half of the Mississippi 
8 Conference.

“The JV Gymnasts fin-
ished a respectable fourth 
place in the conference with 
a total score of 127.15,” Ka-
linowski said. “The Bulldogs 
had seven top 10 finishes, 
led by Sofia Bonsante earning 
a third place finish in the all-
around with a score of 31.9.”

Other Bulldog perform-
ers included: Hailey Deters 

(tie for seventh on vault with 
an 8.5),  Cassie Larson (ninth 
place bars with a 7.65) and 
Bonsante (10th on bars with 
a 7.6)

Tessa Maruska stuck a 
beautiful beam routine for a 
seventh place finish with an 
8.2, while Justine Vilmo led 
the team with a strong floor 
routine to finish in fifth place 
with 8.45.  Sofia Bonsante 
(8.4), tied for sixth place on 
the floor.

“We are proud of our JV 
gymnasts and their fantastic 
season,” Kalinowski said.

THE BECKER GYMNASTICS TEAM recently celebrated Senior Night, as the team honored the girls for their dedication to 
the program over the years.  Pictured: (L to R) Theresa Johnson, Riley Norberg, Justine Vilmo, Sarah Woelfel, Tessa Maruska, 
and Allie Deters. (Submitted photo.)

Bulldog gymnasts 
eye section tourney

By Mark Kolbinger,
Contributing Writer

It was a clean sweep 
last Friday for the Becker 
Bulldog wrestling team, as 
it picked up a pair of wins 
at a Howard Lake-Wa-
verly-Winsted Triangular.  
Becker knocked off Roc-
cori in the opener, 57-13, 
before taking down the host 
Lakers in the nightcap, 50-
21.

In the win over the 
Spartans, Becker used 
seven forfeit wins to build 
an insurmountable lead, as 
the Bulldogs won 11 of 14 
total matches.

Bulldog individual 
winner results: Bennett 

Kujawa (103) 12-9 dec.; 
Nolan Jurek (113) forfeit; 
Kaden Nicolas (120) for-
feit; Landen Kujawa (126) 
forfeit; Drew May (132) 
forfeit; Jake Rosenow 
(138) forfeit; Mason Dou-
cette (160) forfeit; Adam 
Jurek (170) fall 1:31; Tyson 
Ricker (182) 3-2 dec.; 
Dylan Weber (195) 3-2 
dec.; Bryce Kuschel (285) 
forfeit.

In the second match, 
Becker found itself behind 
0-12 early before rallying 
for the win in the final dual 
match of the season.  

In this match, the Bull-
dogs had to work for the 
win, as the Lakers forfeited 
just two matches.

Winning Bulldog wres-
tlers: Nicolas (120) forfeit; 
Kujawa (126) forfeit; May 
(132) 7-2 dec.; Rosenow 
(145) fall 3:18; Angell 
(152) default; Doucette 
(160) fall 5:28; Jurek (170) 
5-2 dec.; Weber (195) fall 
3:37; Dylan Kolby (220) 
9-5 dec.; Kuschel (285) fall 
3:48.

The Bulldogs were 
scheduled to be in Albany 
Friday night for the Husky 
Invitational for the last reg-
ular season event. From 
there, the Bulldogs will 
advance into team and indi-
vidual section tournaments 
over the next two weeks.

Bulldog wrestlers coast to pair of wins

MSRA STREET ROD OF THE YEAR! Lifelong Becker area resident Kirk Chris-
topherson was recently awarded MSRA Street Rod of the Year 2022. Christopher-
son has been restoring vehicles most of his life. He was nominated for the award 
at the Maple Grove Days Car Show in July of 2021. The competition included 12 
vehicles from all over MN. Kirk is pictured his wife Nita at the awards ceremony. 
The vehicle is a fully restored 1948 Ford F-1. MSRA members voted and his 1948 
was chosen Minnesota’s Street Rod of the Year 2022! (Submitted photo.)

99TH BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION. Local resident Katie Hemmelgarn celebrated 
her 99th birthday in Becker last week with daughters Carol Lucius and Donna 
Bebus. (Submitted photo.)
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OAK PARK
CREAMERY

See us for all your feed 
needs. Hubbard, Heims, 
Purina & Oak Park brand 
feeds. Crystalyx tubs. We 
specialize in small orders 
of custom made feed. RR 
Corn $194.00/Bag. EN-
LIST E3 Soybeans $50.00/
Bag.

OAK PARK CREAMERY
16623 Ironwood Rd NE

Oak Park, MN
320-968-7864

Farm Supplies

NOTICE: Outdoor Furnace, 
Parts and Supplies, High 
demand and limited avail-
ability. Plan and look ahead. 
Reserve now to have one 
for this summer or fall instal-
lation. We feature Central 
Boiler furnaces and products 
for complete installation. We 
have Financing available, 
26% Tax Credit available on 
some models. Reserve today  
Class-Act Outdoor Furnace 
763-972-6255                              
________________________

Outdoor Furnaces

AUTO PARTS WANTED
Wanted Old Kawasaki 1000, 900 
and 750 Motorcycles and Parts. 
Any Condition. Top Dollar Paid. 
408- 202-6481 (mcn)
AUTOMOBILES
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK 
TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. 
Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax Deduct-
ible, Free Towing, All Paperwork 
Taken Care Of. CALL 1-855-977-
7030 (mcn)
DONATE YOUR CAR TO 
CHARITY. Receive maximum 
value of write off for your taxes. 
Running or not! All conditions ac-
cepted. Free pickup. Call for details. 
855-752-6680 (mcn)
CASH FOR CARS! We buy all 
cars! Junk, high-end, totaled – it 
doesn’t matter! Get free towing and 
same day cash! NEWER MODELS 
too! Call 1-855-548-5240 (mcn)
SAVE MONEY ON EXPENSIVE 
AUTO REPAIRS! Our vehicle 
service program can save you up to 
60% off dealer prices and provides 
you excellent coverage! Call for a 
free quote: 877-385-3047 (Mon-Fri 
:9am-4pm PST) (mcn)
CABLE/INTERNET
DIRECTV for $69.99/mo for 12 
months with CHOICE Package. 
Watch your favorite live sports, 
news & entertainment anywhere. 
One year of HBO Max FREE. Di-
rectv is #1 in Customer Satisfaction 
(JD Power & Assoc.) Call for more 
details! (some restrictions apply) 
Call 1-866-296-1409.(mcn)
Earthlink High Speed Internet. As 
Low As $49.95/month (for the first 3 
months.) Reliable High Speed Fiber 
Optic Technology. Stream Videos, 
Music and More! Call Earthlink 
Today 1-855-679-7096. (mcn)
DISH Network. $64.99 for 190 
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet, 
$19.99/mo. (where available.) 
Switch & Get a FREE $100 Visa 
Gift Card. FREE Voice Remote. 
FREE HD DVR. FREE Streaming 
on ALL Devices. Call today! 1-855-
434-0020 (mcn)
BEST SATELLITE TV with 2 
Year Price Guarantee! $59.99/mo 
with 190 channels and 3 months free 
premium movie channels! Free next 
day installation! Call 855-824-1258. 
(mcn)
DirecTV Satellite TV Service 
Starting at $74.99/month! Free In-
stallation! 160+ channels available. 
Call Now to Get the Most Sports & 
Entertainment on TV! 844-558-1767 
(mcn)
EDUCATION
COMPUTER & IT TRAINING 
PROGRAM! Train ONLINE to get 
the skills to become a Computer & 
Help Desk Professional now! Grants 
and Scholarships available for 
certain programs for qualified ap-
plicants. Call CTI for details! 1-844-
843-2771 (mcn)
TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDI-
CAL BILLING! Become a Medical 
Office Professional online at CTI! 
Get Trained, Certified & ready to 
work in months! Call 833-751-0776. 
(M-F 8am-6pm ET) (mcn)
FINANCIAL
STOP worrying! SilverBills elim-
inates the stress and hassle of bill 
payments. All household bills guar-
anteed to be paid on time, as long 
as appropriate funds are available. 
Computer not necessary. Call for a 
FREE trial or a custom quote today. 
SilverBills 1-866-918-0981(mcn)

The COVID crisis has cost us all 
something. Many have lost jobs and 
financial security. Have $10K In 
Debt? Credit Cards. Medical Bills. 
Car Loans. Call NATIONAL DEBT 
RELIEF! We can help! Get a FREE 
debt relief quote: Call 1-866-552-
0649. (mcn)

HEALTH & MEDICAL
Green Roads’ Pain Relief Cream. 
Great for backaches, arthritis, mus-
cle aches & more. Get pain relief 
exactly where you need it most. Use 
code: PAIN to get three FREE gifts! 
Visit http://greencbdtoday.com/mid-
west (mcn)
Stroke and Cardiovascular disease 
are leading causes of death, accord-
ing to the American Heart Associa-
tion. Screenings can provide peace 
of mind or early detection! Contact 
Life Line Screening to schedule your 
screening. Special offer - 5 screen-
ings for just $149. Call 1-866-742-
7290 (mcn)
Portable Oxygen Concentrator 
May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mobil-
ity with the compact design and 
long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 844-716-
2411.(mcn)
50 Blue Pills for only $99.00! Plus 
S&H. Discreet, Save $500.00 Now! 
Call Today. 1-855-917-5790 (mcn)
DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 350 plus 
procedures. Real dental insurance 
- NOT just a discount plan. Do not 
wait! Call now! Get your FREE 
Dental Information Kit with all 
the details! 1-855-973-9175 www.
dental50plus.com/https://www.den-
tal50plus.com/midwest #6258 (mcn)
Aloe Care Health, medical alert 
system. The most advanced med-
ical alert product on the market. 
Voice-activated! No wi-fi needed! 
Special offer! Call and mention offer 
code CARE20 to get $20 off Mobile 
Companion. Call today! 1-855-654-
1926. (mcn)
Hero takes the stress out of man-
aging medications. Hero sorts and 
dispenses meds, sends alerts at dose 
times and handles prescription re-
fill and delivery for you. Starting 
at $24.99/month. No initiation fee. 
90-day risk-FREE trial! Call 1-855-
484-6339. (mcn)
INCOME OPPORTUNITIES
Become a published author! Pub-
lications sold at all major secular 
& specialty Christian bookstores. 
CALL Christian Faith Publishing 
for your FREE author submission 
kit. 1-888-981-5761 (mcn)
MISCELLANEOUS
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 10% 
Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-855-577-1268. Promo Code 285. 
(mcn)
GENERAC Standby Generators 
provide backup power during utility 
power outages, so your home and 
family stay safe and comfortable. 
Prepare now. Free 7-year extended 
warranty ($695 value!). Request a 
free quote today! Call for additional 
terms and conditions. 1-877-228-
5789 (mcn)
Wesley Financial Group, LLC 
Timeshare Cancellation Experts. 
Over $50,000,000 in timeshare debt 
and fees cancelled in 2019. Get free 
informational package and learn 
how to get rid of your timeshare! 
Free consultations. Over 450 pos-
itive reviews. Call 877-326-1608. 
(mcn)
Looking for assisted living, mem-
ory care, or independent living? A 
Place for Mom simplifies the process 
of finding senior living at no cost to 
your family. Call 1-877-580-3710 
today! (mcn)
The Generac PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery storage system. SAVE 
money, reduce your reliance on the 
grid, prepare for power outages and 
power your home. Full installation 
services available. $0 Down Financ-
ing Option. Request a FREE, no 

obligation, quote today. Call 1-877-
381-3059. (mcn)
LONG DISTANCE MOVING: 
Call today for a FREE QUOTE 
from America’s Most Trusted Inter-
state Movers. Let us take the stress 
out of moving! Speak to a Reloca-
tion Specialist, call 877-327-0795. 
(mcn)
FREE AUTO INSURANCE 
QUOTES for uninsured and insured 
drivers. Let us show you how much 
you can save! Call 855-995-2382 
(mcn)
NEED NEW FLOORING? Call 
Empire Today® to schedule a 
FREE in-home estimate on Carpet-
ing & Flooring. Call Today! 844-
785-0305 (mcn)
UPDATE YOUR HOME with 
Beautiful New Blinds & Shades. 
FREE in-home estimates make 
it convenient to shop from home. 
Professional installation. Top qual-
ity - Made in the USA. Call for free 
consultation: 866-970-3073. Ask 
about our specials! (mcn)
BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. 
EASY, ONE DAY updates! We 
specialize in safe bathing. Grab bars, 
no slip flooring & seated showers. 
Call for a free in-home consultation: 
855-836-2250. (mcn)
Never Pay For Covered Home Re-
pairs Again! Complete Care Home 
Warranty COVERS ALL MAJOR 
SYSTEMS AND APPLIANCES. 
30 DAY RISK FREE. $200.00 OFF 
+ 2 FREE Months! 1-844-596-1237. 
Hours Mon-Thu, Sun : 9:30 am to 
8:00 pm Fri : 9:30 am to 2:00 pm (all 
times Eastern). (mcn)
Need IRS Relief $10K - $125K+ 
Get Fresh Start or Forgiveness Call 
1-877-258-1647 Monday through 
Friday 7AM-5PM PST (mcn)
Never clean your gutters again! 
Affordable, professionally installed 
gutter guards protect your gutters 
and home from debris and leaves 
forever! For a FREE Quote call: 
877-761-1449 (mcn)
PROTECT YOUR HOME AND 
FAMILY with Vivint Smart 
Home. Call 866-243-6022 today to 
receive a FREE $50 GIFTCARD 
with your purchase. Use promo 
code: FREE50 (mcn)
VACATION/TRAVEL
DISCOUNT AIR TRAVEL. Call 
Flight Services for best pricing on 
domestic & international flights 
inside and from the US. Serving 
United, Delta, American & South-
west and many more airlines. Call 
for free quote now! Have travel 
dates ready! 877-375-4670. (mcn)
WANT TO BUY
PAYING TOP CA$H FOR 
MEN’S SPORT WATCHES! 
Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek 
Philippe, Heuer, Daytona, GMT, 
Submariner, Speedmaster.. Call: 
866-314-9742. (mcn)
TOP CA$H PAID FOR OLD 
GUITARS! 1920-1980 Gibson, 
Martin, Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone, 
Guild, Mosrite, Rickenbacker, Prai-
rie State, D’Angelico, Stromberg. 
And Gibson Mandolins / Banjos. 
866-470-1643. (mcn)
Buying and selling any gold and 
silver items, collector coins, dia-
monds, gold jewelry, paying $20-
$30 for silver dollars, rare currency. 
No collection too big. Kuehl’s 
Coins, Fairmont, Minnesota, 507-
235-3886, 507-399-9982, open 
10:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.(mcn)

DESKTOPS AND LAPTOP 
REPAIR. On-site or drop off. 
Computer cleanup - upgrades. 
Big Lake, 763-263-7070.
________________________

Computers

FREE
ADULT BASIC ED & GED

CLASSES
GED Test Preparation

It’s never too late to learn!

Call Community Ed for more 
information 763-261-4506

Tuesdays from 6-8:30 PM
Becker High School Library

(Enter Door #11)
No need to Pre-Register,

 just come to class!

Adult Basic Ed. Minnesota Newspaper Association Classifieds

MURPHY
CHEVROLET

New & Used Cars & Trucks
(320) 968-6239

www.murphychevrolet.com

Automotive

220 USED CARS to choose 
from. We also BUY used cars. 
Guaranteed Approval! Brandl 
Auto Connection, 559 Hwy 10, 
St. Cloud (next to the red barn 
Dairy Queen). 320-229-1900. 
Apply online at: 
www.BrandlAutoConnection.com
________________________

Used Cars

Young @ Heart

3rd Thurs. Each MonTh, 
11:30 Lunch and PrograM
rEjoicE LuThEran church 

cLEarwaTEr, Mn

Seniors

STUDIO 
APARTMENT

In Becker for rent De-
cember 1st at Pineview 
Apartments. Clean, quiet 
& well maintained. $595/
month, includes water, 
heat, garbage, & parking 
space. Requirements for 
rent are based on a full 
background check, no 
prior evictions or crimi-
nal record. Minimum re-
quirements of income & 
rental history apply. 

No pets. 
If interested call Todd at 
612-616-0984.

Studio Apartment

Game Time

 

RSVP / The Volunteer Bridge
Tri-CAP Tax Site Greeter – Provide customer sup-
port for taxpayers, answer basic questions, assist in 
traffic flow at the tax clinic. No previous tax experi-
ence is necessary. Tax season 1/31/2022 – 4/15/2022.
Tri-CAP Individual Tax Preparer – Work with 
Tri-Cap clients to prepare their income taxes and/or 
renter’s returns, identify important tax credits and help 
to get the best refund possible. Meet one of the follow-
ing criteria: experience filing your own return, taken 

a college level tax law or tax accounting course or 
work in the accounting field. Training on tax laws and 
software provided in January. Tax season 1/31/2022 
– 4/15/2022. 
Tri-CAP Individual Tax Reviewer – Review of tax 
returns prepared by Tri-Cap volunteer tax preparers 
and ensure that tax returns are accurate. Reviewer en-
sures that customers are receiving all eligible tax cred-
its. Compile completed return packet to be given back 
to customer. Strong background in individual income 
tax required, with knowledge of low-income tax pre-
ferred. Tax season 1/31/2022 – 4/15/2022.

If you are interested in volunteering in these 
or other opportunities, please contact: 

AmeriCorps Seniors RSVP 763-635-4505 
heather.brooks@ci.stcloud.mn.us 

SherburneUnitedWay.org/Volunteer

   

 
 
  

 
   
 
   
  
  

Becker Area Senior Center (BASC) 
Upcoming Events

BASC at Becker 
Community Center (BCC)

Mon., Feb. 14: Open All Day; 5am-Coffee’s on; 10am-Cribbage 
Tues., Feb. 15: 9am-Coffee, Conversation, Cards; 11:30am-Potluck 
Birthday Lunch & music by Jim Kirkendall
Wed., Feb. 16: Open All Day; 5am-Coffee’s on; 1pm-Activity Meeting
Thurs., Feb. 17: 9am-Coffee, Conversation, Cards; 11:30am-Tech help 
with Jade-virtua-ipads & tablets PLUS, learn more about these devices
Fri., Feb. 18: BCC Open all Day; 5am-Coffee’s On; 11:30am-Lunch on 
the Run-Pebble Creek Golf Course
Sat., Feb. 19: Sat. at library- Fargo Author, Tom Melby

Becker Community Center: 763-200-4271
BASC Coordinator: Carol Brunn

Activity Coordinator: Pat Throlson
Blood Pressure available whenever BASC is open  

Send activity/class 
opportunities to: 

basc.becker@gmail.com

 
Big Lake Senior 

Center
The Big Lake Senior 

Club meets Tues., 1-4pm, Big 
Lake City Hall, 160 Lake St. 
North. 

We would love to have 
you join us for card games, 
refreshments  & conversation. 

For More Information Call: 
(763) 309-1010 and/or

(763) 263-7134

 
 

This Week’s  
Calendar Events:

Sun. - Feb. 13, 2022:
•  Super Bowl LVI
•  Anniversary of the First Public 
School (Est. 1635)
Mon. - Feb. 14, 2022:
•  Valentine’s Day
•  National Donor Day
•  National Condom Day
Tues. - Feb. 15, 2022:
•  Singles Awareness Day
•  Lantern Festival
•  Canada: Maple Leaf Adoption 
Anniversary, 1965  
Wed. - Feb. 16, 2022:
•  National Almond Day
•  Moon Phase: Full Snow Moon
Thurs. - Feb. 17, 2022:
•  BLS: K-5 No School, Student 
- Teacher PD Day
•  My Way Day
•  National PTA Founders’ Day, 
1897
•  League of United Latin Ameri-
can Citizens (LULAC) Founded: 
Anniversary, 1929    
Fri. - Feb. 18, 2022:
•  BLS: No School 
•  National Drink Wine Day
•  Discovery of Pluto: Anniver-
sary, 1930
•  Great Backyard Bird Count 
(2/18-2/21)
Sat. - Feb. 19, 2022:
•  National Skate Shop Day
•  National Airboat Day
•  Pisces, The Fish (2/19-3/20)

(Becker Schools=BS 
Becker High School=BHS   

Becker Middle School=BMS  
Becker Intermediate School=BIS 

 Early Childhood Family  
Education=ECFE

Big Lake School=BLS 
Clearview School=CVS)

To Place A 
Classified Ad

Call the
Patriot

763-275-0275

www.patriotnewsmn.com

Visit us online at: www.patriotnewsmn.com
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MISCELLANEOUS

Advertise here 
statewide in 210+ 

newspapers for only 
$279 per week! 

Call 800-279-2979

WANTED TO BUY

EMPLOYMENT

MISCELLANEOUS

WANTED TO BUY OR TRADE
SERVICE AND 

INSTALLATION TECHNICIAN 
Grow with the leading inclined eleva-
tor manufacturer. Manage and perform 
inclined elevator inspections and ser-
vice. Knowledge of general mechan-
ics and low-voltage electrical systems 
required. Extensive travel. Full-time. 
Marine Innovations 888/334-4666
i n f o @ m a r i n e i n n o v a t i o n s . c o m

THE MINNESOTA DEPARTMENT 
OF AGRICULTURE (MDA) 

is hiring temp Forest Pest Surveyors 
(Agric Technicians) for the 2022 Gypsy 
Moth (Lymantria dispar) Trapping Sur-
vey. View job post (Job I.D. 52276) 
& apply online through March 1st at: 
https://mn.gov/mmb/careers. MDA 
is an equal opportunity employer & 
provider. Questions: 651/201-6692 
or natasha.northrop@state.mn.us

WANTED: 
ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES 

Running or not. Titled or not. Cash 
in exchange. Sell now while prices 
are high! Call Dan at 612/720-2142

FREON WANTED: 
We pay $$ for old refrigerants: 
R11, R12, R113 & more! Certi-
 ed Professionals. Call 312/586-9371
or visit RefrigerantFinders.com 
Te pagamos por tu refrigerante! 

DONATE YOUR CAR 
truck or boat to Heritage For The 
Blind. Free 3-day vacation, tax 
deductible, free tow, all paper-
work taken care of 844/220-9501 

DISH NETWORK $64.99 
for 190 Channels! Blazing fast inter-
net, $19.99/mo. (where available.) 
Switch & get a FREE $100 Visa gift 
card. FREE voice remote. FREE 
HD DVR. FREE streaming on ALL 
devices. Call today! 855/562-4309

LOOKING FOR ASSISTED LIVING
memory care, or independent living? 
A Place for Mom simpli es the pro-
cess of  nding senior living at no cost to 
your family. Call 888/715-1720  today!

THE COVID CRISIS 
has cost us all something. Many have 
lost jobs and  nancial security. Have 
$10K In Debt? Credit Cards. Medi-
cal Bills. Car Loans. Call National 
Debt Relief! We can help! Get a FREE 
debt relief quote: Call 844/205-5439

THE GENERAC PWRCELL 
A solar plus battery storage system. Save 
money, reduce your reliance on the grid, 
prepare for power outages and power your 
home. Full installation services available. 
$0 down  nancing option. Request a free, no 
obligation quote today. Call 888/913-5895 

HERO TAKES THE STRESS OUT 
of managing medications. Hero sorts 
and dispenses meds, sends alerts at 
dose times and handles prescrip-
tion re ll and delivery for you. Start-
ing at $24.99/month. No initiation fee. 
90-day risk-free trial! Call 844/255-4489



Pick up a copy 
of the PATRIOT 

at the following 
locations:

CLEARWATER: 
Coborn’s; 
Palmer:  

General Store;
SANTIAGO: 

General Store; 
BECKER: 

Food Pride, 
PATRIOT office; 

BIG LAKE: 
Coborn’s
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Clear Lake/Clearwater - 
Organizations

Clear Lake Legion 
Meets the second Tues. of the 

month at Palmer Twp. Hall. The 
Legion will meet at 7pm. New 
members are always welcome. 
Bud Stimmler at (320) 761-5793.

Clear Lake Lions 
Meets the first & third Tues. 

of the month at 4180 105th 
Ave., Clear Lake at 7:30pm. 
Please contact any Lions  
member or one of the offi-
cers listed on our website:  
www.clearlakelionsmn.org

Clear Valley Business 
Connections

Meets quarterly on the 
2nd Thurs. of the month from 
11:30am-1pm at various locations. 
Glenna Soenneker, President,  
(320) 267-4361, clearvalleybc@
gmail.com.

Clearwater AA/Al-Anon
Meets at 7pm, Sun. night 

at Clearwater United Methodist 
Church, 405 Main St. Clearwa-
ter. (320) 310-1399 for AA  or 
(320) 558-6613 for Al-Anon.

Clearwater AA Meeting
Meets Mon. nights, 7pm at 

Rejoice Lutheran Church, 1155 
CR 75, Clearwater. (612) 801-
7317.
Clearwater Area Friends of the 

Library
Clearwater Area Friends 

of the Library are currently  
accepting donations of gen-
tly used books, DVDs & CDs 
for their used bookstore lo-

cated in the Clearwater Library.  
Donations are tax deductible & 
can be dropped off at the Clear-
water Library.

Textbooks,  dict ionar-
ies, encyclopedias, outdated  
medical books, magazines, & 
moldy books cannot be ac-
cepted. All proceeds from the 
sale of used books are used to  
support the programs, services 
& equipment of the Clearwater 
Library.

Clearwater American Legion 
Post 323 & Auxiliary
Clearwater Legion meetings 

are held the second Thurs. of the 
month. Auxiliary 6:30pm, S.A.L. 
at 7pm, Legion 7:30pm. Clearwa-
ter Legion, Clearwater.

Clearwater/Clear Lake Food 
Shelf

Open Mon. 5:30-7pm, 
Tues. 9-11am & 6-8pm, Wed. 
3-5pm & in the brown Lions 
Community Building beneath 
the water tower in Clearwa-
ter.  We service residents of  
Clearwater & Clear Lake.

Clearwater Narcotics 
Anonymous 

 Meets at 7pm, Wed. 
night at Clearwater United  
Methodist Church, 405 Main St. 
Clearwater. (612) 607-4484.

Free Grace Recovery
Sun. 6-8pm at Clear Lake 

Town Hall, 7684 1st Ave. W. 
Clear Lake. A light meal will be 
served at 6pm. Everyone is wel-
come. Justin or Renee at (612) 
384-9069.

Lions Club of Clearwater
 Meets second Tues. of the 

month at 8pm. Clearwater Lions 
Pavilion. www.clearwaterlion-
smn.com

Young @ Heart
Community Young@Heart 

will meet on the third Thurs. of 
every month at Rejoice Lutheran 
Church, 1155 Co. Rd. 75, Clear-
water, MN. Join us: 10:30 to meet 
& greet old & new friends, 11:30 
lunch (suggested donation), 12pm 
program.

Miscellaneous -
Organizations

Every Child Deserves a 
Family! WE NEED YOU!

Sherburne County is re-
cruiting Foster Homes! Family 
Foster Care offers a temporary 
home until children can be safetly 
reunited with their families or 
achieve permanency through kin-
ship care or adoption. Foster Care 
is the 24-hour care of a child in a 
home that meets the child’s basic 
need for food, shelter, clothing, 
medical & dental care, privacy, 
safety, & adult supervision.

Children enter Fos-
ter Care whose families are  
experiencing difficulties, have 
special medical, emotional, or 
developmental needs or who 
struggle with their own issues 
such as mental health, behavior, 
or truancy. Foster Care is the least 
restrictive out-of-home placement 
option & most likely a family set-
ting.

Please contact: Chelsea 
Doherty  763) 765-4033 or  

chelsea.doherty@co.sherburne.
mn.us. 

FREE - Advocates for 
Independence

 First & third Wed. of the 
month 2-4pm at Independent 
Lifestyles, 215 North Benton 
Drive, Sauk Rapids. Make a  
difference in your commu-
nity for people w/disabilities.  
Michele Pelka (320) 281-2042.  
All abilities are welcome to at-
tend.
FREE - The Saint Cloud Area 

Parkinson’s Disease 
(PD) Support Group 

invites you to “Coffee &  
Conversation” the last Wed. 
monthly at 10am at Edgewood 
Living 677 Brianna Drive, Sar-
tell. Meetings are open to those 
diagnosed w/PD, their fami-
lies, caregivers, & the general  
public. Group provides support, 
education, & awareness about the  
disease. Bobbi (320) 281-3343.  

Mental Health Discussion 
Group

Meets Mon., 6-7pm at Inde-
pendent Lifestyles, 215 N. Ben-
ton Dr., Sauk Rapids. This is a 
free group, everyone is welcome. 
Ricky (320) 281-2025.

Parkinson’s Disease Support 
Group

Meets third Mon. of the 
month, from 1-2:30pm at ILICIL  
Independent Lifestyles, 215 N. 
Benton Dr., Sauk Rapids. This 
free group provides support, ed-
ucation, & awareness about the 
disease. Independent Lifestyles at 
(320) 529-9000.

Rivers of Hope
Advocates for ending 

family violence, is a non-profit  
community based agency offer-
ing advocacy, support, education 
& referral services for victims 
of family violence. Working in  
partnerships w/schools, law en-
forcement, social service agencies 
& the court system in Sherburne 
& Wright Co. (763) 295-3433 or 
1-800-439-2642 or info@river-
sofhope.org. Free & confidential. 
Phones answered 24/7.

Volunteer as a Foster 
Grandparent 

Local schools & organiza-
tions need caring adults like you!  
Orientation, training & ongoing 
support are provided. Pat Braun 
(612) 390-0617.

Wright County Community 
Action

You have been affected & 
are having or are anticipating 
having difficulity paying your  
mortgage, WCCA is here to 
help you navigate your op-
tions & keep your home. To 
speak with a homeownership 
advisor, call Wright County  
Community Action at (320) 
963-6500 ext. 238 today.  
Services are unbiased, confiden-
tial & free of charge. 

Upcoming Becker Events
Faith in Action’s Annual Gala

Sat., Mar. 19, Rockwoods 
in Otsego. It will be a fun eve-
ning with a new comedian (Pat-
rick Albanese, Triple Espresso), 
a delicious dinner, silent & LIVE 

auction items, a Wine Wall & 
best of all hearing how God is 
working in our community!!

Tickets are available on our 
website www.grfia.org or call 
(763) 263-4277. Hope to see you 
there!! Sponsors: Pellco, Beau-
dry Oil, PEM, Morrell, Becker 
Furniture World & more.

Upcoming Big Lake Events
Lake Cleanup -  
Love Your Lake

Help keep our lakes clean! 
Sun., Feb. 13, 1pm, Lakeside 
Park, Big Lake. Gloves & bags 
provided.

Upcoming Clearwater 
Events

Young @ Heart
Feb. 17, Rejoice Lutheran 

Church in Clearwater MN, 
10:30am for coffee, conversa-
tion, & cards/games. Lunch at 
11:30am (suggested donation) & 
this month’s program will begin 
at noon. Guest speaker will be 
Bud Stimmler; he will talk about 
Clearwater/Clear Lake Area his-
tory & answer your questions. 

Please call the Rejoice Of-
fice (320) 558-6851, or email  
rejoice@rejoicelutheranchurch.
org to reserve a meal. Hope to see 
you all there!

Announcements

Public Notices
NOTICE OF ASSESSMENT 

LIEN FORECLOSURE SALE
THE RIGHT TO VERIFI-

CATION OF THE DEBT AND 
IDENTITY OF THE ORIGINAL 
CREDITOR WITHIN THE TIME 
PROVIDED BY LAW IS NOT 
AFFECTED BY THIS ACTION.  
THIS COMMUNICATION IS 
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR.  
THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO COL-
LECT A DEBT AND ANY IN-
FORMATION OBTAINED WILL 
BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that default has been 
made in the terms and conditions 
of the Declaration of Barrington 
Place Townhome Association No. 
2 (henceforth the “Declaration”) 
recorded in the office of the Re-
corder for Sherburne County, 
Minnesota on February 12, 1987, 
as Document No. 204808, which 
covers the following property:
Lot 3, Block 1, Barrington Place 
Replat No. 5, Sherburne County, 

Minnesota
WHEREAS, pursuant to said 

Declaration, there is claimed to be 
due and owing as of January 10, 
2022, from Matthew J. Hevey, 
title holder, to Barrington Place 
Townhome Association No. 2, a 
Minnesota non-profit corpora-
tion, the principal amount of Ten 
Thousand Four Hundred Ten and 
03/100 Dollars ($10,410.03) for 
assessments, late fees and related 
charges, plus assessments, col-
lection costs, attorneys’ fees and 
other amounts will be incurred 
since said date, including costs of 
collection and foreclosure;

WHEREAS, no action is now 
pending at law or otherwise to re-
cover said debt or any part thereof;

WHEREAS, the owner has 
not been released from the finan-
cial obligation to pay said amount;

WHEREAS, pursuant to the 
Declaration, said debt created a 
lien upon said premises in favor 
of Barrington Place Townhome 
Association No. 2 as evidenced 
by the lien statement recorded on 
December 13, 2021, in the office 
of the Sherburne County Recorder 
as Document No. 934060;

WHEREAS, pursuant to the 
power of sale granted by the own-
er(s) in taking title to the premises 
subject to said Declaration, said 
lien will be foreclosed by the sale 
of said property by the sheriff 
of said county at the Sherburne 
County Sheriff’s Department, 
Sherburne County Sheriff’s Of-
fice, Sherburne County Govern-
ment Center, 13880 Business 
Center Drive, Elk River, Minne-
sota, on March 8, 2022, at 10:00 
o’clock a.m., at public auction to 
the highest bidder, for cash, to pay 
the amount then due for said as-
sessments, together with the costs 
of foreclosure, including attorneys’ 
fees as allowed by law.  The time 
allowed by law for redemption by 
the unit owners, their personal rep-
resentatives or assigns is five (5) 
weeks from the date of said sale.
The following information is 
provided pursuant to Minnesota 
Statutes Sections 580.025 and 
580.04:
1. Street Address of Property:  

701 Auburn Place NW, Elk 
River, MN 55330

2. Name of Transaction Agent, 
Residential Mortgage Ser-
vicer, Lender &/or Broker: 
N/A

3. Tax Parcel Identification 
Number of the Property:  75-
449-0115

4. Transaction Agent’s Mort-
gage Identification Number, 
if known:  N/A

5. Name of Mortgage Origina-
tor, if stated on mortgage:  
N/A

6. Date on which Occupant 
must vacate Property, if 
mortgage is not reinstated 
under Section 580.30 or 
property redeemed under 
580.23:  11:59 p.m. on April 
12, 2022.  If the foregoing 
date is a Saturday, Sunday or 
legal holiday, then the date 
to vacate is the next business 

day at 11:59 p.m.
REDEMPTION NOTICE
THE TIME ALLOWED 

BY LAW FOR REDEMPTION 
BY THE MORTGAGOR, THE 
MORTGAGOR’S PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES OR AS-
SIGNS, MAY BE REDUCED TO 
FIVE WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL 
ORDER IS ENTERED UNDER 
MINNESOTA STATUTES, SEC-
TION 582.032, DETERMINING, 
AMONG OTHER THINGS, 
THAT THE MORTGAGED 
PREMISES ARE IMPROVED 
WITH A RESIDENTIAL 
DWELLING OF LESS THAN 
FIVE UNITS, ARE NOT PROP-
ERTY USED FOR AGRICUL-
TURAL PRODUCTION, AND 
ARE ABANDONED.
Dated: January 10, 2022
HELLMUTH & JOHNSON
Lienor:
Barrington Place Townhome Asso-
ciation No. 2
By: /s/ Lukas F. Belflower, I.D. 
#0401161
Attorneys for Lienor
8050 West 78th Street
Edina, MN 55439
(952)941-4005
By: /s/ Lukas F. Belflower
Its: Attorney in Fact
THIS INSTRUMENT WAS 
DRAFTED BY:
HELLMUTH & JOHNSON
8050 West 78th Street
Edina, MN 55439
(952) 941-4005
File No. 30402.0002
(Published in the Patriot: 
01/15/22; 01/22/22; 01/29/22; 
02/05/22; 02/12/22; 02/19/22).
___________________________

Notice of Mechanics Lien Sale
Notice is hereby given that pursu-
ant to Minnesota Statute §514.18 
a Sheriff Sale will be held on 
Thursday, March 17, 2022 at 
1:00 p.m. at Gross Body & Frame 
Alignment Inc., 2155 12th Street 
SE, St. Cloud, Minnesota 56304, 
to dispose of the following aban-
doned vehicle:

One 2014 Chevrolet Impala VIN# 
1G1155S30EU170748 owned by 
State Farm Mutual Auto Ins. Co. 
of 1526 Bunker Lake BLVD, Ham 
Lake, MN 55304. Being auctioned 
for mechanics lien/storage fees in 
the amount owing of $21,465.00

One 2012 Ford Focus  
VIN#1FAHP3M22CL339136 
owned by Auto Owners of 1526 
Bunker Lake BLVD, Ham Lake, 
MN 55304. Being auctioned for 
mechanics lien/storage fees in the 
amount owing of $39,195.00.

One 2012 Ford Focus  
VIN#1FAHP3K24CL250753 
owned by State Farm Mutual Auto 
Ins. Co. of 1526 Bunker Lake 
BLVD, Ham Lake, MN 55304. 
Being auctioned for mechanics 
lien/storage fees in the amount 
owing of $26,855.00.

One 2013 Chevrolet Cruze 
VIN#1G1PE5SB3D7176705 
owned by Illinois Farmers Ins. Co. 
of 1526 Bunker Lake BLVD, Ham 
Lake, MN 55304. Being auctioned 
for mechanics lien/storage fees in 
the amount owing of $63,155.00.

One 2015 Chevrolet Cruze 
VIN#1G1PE5SB6F7174515. 
Owner unknown. Being auctioned 
for mechanics lien/storage fees in 
the amount owing of $62,555.00.

One 2004 Chevrolet Cavalier 
VIN#1G1JF14F347255691 . 
Owner unknown. Being auctioned 
for mechanics lien/storage fees in 
the amount owing of $44,245.00.

One 1997 Chevrolet Tahoe 
VIN#3GNEK18R3VG156990 
owned by Robert Saunders of 6165 
McKinley Circle, Shorewood, MN 
55331-8121. Being auctioned for 
mechanics lien/storage fees in the 
amount owing of $44,240.00.

One 1987 Buick Regal VIN#1G-
4GM11Y6HP403301 owned by 
Lindsay Eckes of 1439 York Ave, 
St. Paul, MN 55106-3508. Being 
auctioned for mechanics lien/stor-

age fees in the amount owing of 
$44,290.00.

One 1999 Lincoln Continental 
VIN#1LNHM97V3XY644306. 
Owner unkown. Being auctioned 
for mechanics lien/storage fees in 
the amount owing of $58,740.00.

One 1979 Chevrolet Impala 
VIN#1L35L9J240656 owned by 
Tekylo Tyson of 410 Norway Dr 
E, Annandale, MN 55302-9565. 
Being auctioned for mechanics 
lien/storage fees in the amount 
owing of $67,735.00.
(Published in the Patriot: 
01/29/22; 02/05/22; 02/12/22).
___________________________

STATE OF MINNESOTA
DISTRICT COURT

COUNTY OF SHERBURNE
TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

PROBATE DIVISION
Court File No.: 71-PR-21-141
In Re: Estate of 
Scott Alan Shelton,
Decedent.

NOTICE OF INFORMAL 
PROBATE OF WILL AND IN-
FORMAL APPOINTMENT 
OF PERSONAL REPRESEN-
TATIVE AND NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

Notice is given that an Ap-
plication for Informal Probate of 
Will and Informal Appointment of 
Personal Representative was filed 
with the Registrar, along with a 
Will dated March 5, 2020. The 
Registrar accepted the application 
and appointed Christine M. Berg, 
whose address is 3297 15th Street 
SW, Willmar, MN 56201, to serve 
as the personal representative of 
the decedent’s estate.

Any heir, devisee or other 
interested person may be enti-
tled to appointment as personal 
representative or may object to 
the appointment of the personal 
representative. Any objection to 
the appointment of the personal 
representative must be filed with 
the Court, and any properly filed 
objection will be heard by the 
Court after notice is provided to 
interested persons of the date of 
hearing on the objection.

Unless objections are filed, 
and unless the Court orders other-
wise, the personal representative 
has the full power to administer 
the estate, including, after thirty 
(30) days from the issuance of 
letters testamentary, the power to 
sell, encumber, lease, or distribute 
any interest in real estate owned by 
the decedent.

Notice is further given that, 
subject to Minn. Stat. § 524.3-
801, all creditors having claims 
against the decedent’s estate are 
required to present the claims to 
the personal representative or to 
the Court within four (4) months 
after the date of this notice or the 
claims will be barred.
Dated: January 24, 2022
/s/ Patricia Kuka,
Court Administrator
Court File No.: 71-PR-21-141
Business & Estate Planning Ana-
lytics William White
MN# 0232427
80 South 8th Street 900 IDS Cen-
ter
Minneapolis, MN 55402
Telephone: 651-343-8955
E-mail:billw@bepapllc.com
(Published in the Patriot: 
02/05/22; 02/12/22).
___________________________

STATE OF MINNESOTA
DISTRICT COURT

COUNTY OF SHERBURNE
TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
Case Type: Informal Probate
Court File No.: 71-PR-22-13
In Re: Estate of 
Julius Mathew Carstens,
Decedent (Deceased Person).

Order of Informal Appoint-
ment of Personal Representative  
(Without a Will)

The Application for the In-
formal Appointment of Personal 
Representative, which was signed 
by Dean Mathew Carstens, came 
before the Registrar.

Having considered the Appli-
cation, the Registrar determines 
the following:
1. The Application is complete.
2. The Applicant has declared 

or affirmed that the informa-
tion in the Application is true 
to the best of Applicant’s 
knowledge or belief.

3. The Applicant appears to be 
an “interested person” as de-
fined by Minnesota law.

4. Venue in this County is 
proper based on the state-
ments in the Application.

5. The Application indicates 
the following:
a. The applicant con-

ducted a reasonably 
diligent search for any 
unrevoked testamen-
tary instrument.

b. The Applicant is not 
aware of any unre-
voked testamentary 
instrument.

c. There is no Personal 
Representative ap-
pointed in this or 
another county in 
Minnesota whose ap-
pointment has not been 
terminated.

d. The person appointed 
below has priority, 
is entitled to be ap-
pointed Personal Rep-
resentative, and is not 
disqualified to serve 
as Personal Represen-
tative.

6. The requested appointment 
does not relate to any Will.

7. Any notice required by Min-
nesota law has been given.

8. The Decedent died on 
12/17/2021, and at least 120 
hours, but not more than 3 
years (except as allowed in 
Minn. Stat. § 524.3-108), 
have passed since Dece-
dents’s death.

9. The Decedent’s heirs are: as 
identified in the Application.

10. All persons identified as 
heirs under Minnesota law 
have survived the Decedent 
by at least 120 hours.

11. From the statements in the 
Application, the person 
appointed below has pri-
ority and is entitled to be 
appointed personal represen-
tative, and is not disqualified 
to serve as personal repre-
sentative.

12. The following statement is 
true: Decedent left no sur-
viving spouse.

IT IS ORDERED:
1. The Application is granted.
2. Dean Mathew Castens is 

formally appointed as Per-
sonal Representative of 
Decedent’s Estate.

3. The appointment of the Per-
sonal Representative is not 
effective until Letters issue.

Dated: January 28, 2022
/s/ Patricia Kuka,
Court Administrator
(Published in the Patriot: 
02/05/22; 02/12/22).
______________________

Office of the Minnesota 
Secretary of State

Certificate of Assumed Name
Minnesota Statutes, 

Chapter 333
The filing of an assumed 

name does not provide a user with 
exclusive rights to that name. The 
filing is required for consumer 
protection in order to enable cus-
tomers to be able to identify the 
true owner of a business.
ASSUMED NAME: Bill’s Family 
Foods
PRINCIPAL PLACE OF BUSI-
NESS: 13400 1st Street SE 
Becker MN 55308 USA
NAMEHOLDER(S):
Name: 
Rademacher Companies, Inc.
Address: 
14021 Round Lake Blvd NW An-
dover MN 55304 USA

If you submit an attachment, it 
will be incorporated into this doc-
ument. If the attachment conflicts 
with the information specifically 

set forth in this document, this 
document supersedes the data ref-
erenced in the attachment.

By typing my name, I, the un-
dersigned, certify that I am sign-
ing this document as the person 
whose signature is required, or 
as agent of the person(s) whose 
signature would be required who 
has authorized me to sign this 
document on his/her behalf, or in 
both capacities. I further certify 
that I have completed all required 
fields, and that the information in 
this document is true and correct 
and in compliance with the appli-
cable chapter of Minnesota Stat-
utes. I understand that by signing 
this document I am subject to the 
penalties of perjury as set forth in 
Section 609.48 as if I had signed 
this document under oath.
SIGNED BY: James F Kast
MAILING ADDRESS: 14021 
Round Lake Blvd NW  
Andover MN 55304
EMAIL FOR OFFICIAL NO-
TICES: jimk@rademacherco.com
Work Item: 1294373300028
Original File Number: 
1294373300028
STATE OF MINNESOTA
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 
OF STATE
FILED
02/04/2022
11:59 PM
/s/ Steve Simon
Secretary of State
(Published in the Patriot: 
02/12/22; 02/19/22).

Foreclosures

Probate Notices

Assumed Names

Submitted article

(Editor’s Note: The fol-
lowing article was submit-
ted by Sherburne SWCD.)

Late winter is the ideal 
time to prune branches on 
trees, according to experts 
with the Minnesota Depart-
ment of Natural Resources. 
When done correctly, prun-
ing in the winter is less 
risky to tree health.

“ N o w 
through early 
March – just 
before trees 
come out 
of dor-
mancy – 
is a great 
time to 
get out-
side and 
prune your 
trees,” said Jen-
nifer Teegarden, 
DNR cooperative 
forestry outreach special-
ist. “As trees become active 
in spring, they are able to 
quickly heal the pruning 
wound.”

Wintertime pruning 
minimizes the risk that an 
open pruning wound could 
invite pests or diseases. 
Pruning oak trees should be 
avoided from April through 
July, when beetles that can 
spread oak wilt are feeding 
on tree sap, which is pres-
ent at new wounds.

Tree pruning tips:
• Trim branches before 

they grow to two inches 
in diameter to minimize 
wound size and damage to 
the surrounding bark;

• Don’t cut flush to 
the trunk. Preserving the 
branch collar (the area 
where the trunk slightly 
bulges around the branch) 
allows the wound to heal 
quickly and not decay;

• Use the three-cut 
method for larger branches 
to minimize damage to the 
bark. Information on this 
method can be found on 

the pruning trees and 
shrubs page of 

the University 
of Minnesota 

E x t e n s i o n 
website (ti-
n y u r l .
com/2p8c-
7bhv).

Prun-
ing trees 
b e n e f i t s 

yards and 
homes by:

• Reducing the 
need for a larger 

pruning job in the 
future and improving the 
tree’s health;

• Helping trees survive 
storms with fewer dropped 
branches and less damage;

• Improving safety by 
removing branches that 
overhang or block walk-
ways or roads;

• Maintaining the aes-
thetic of yards and enhanc-
ing the beauty of the tree;

More tree care tips are 
available on the tree plant-
ing and care page of the 
DNR website (MNDNR.
gov/treecare.)

Late winter ideal 
time to prune trees
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Public Notices
Becker Schools Public  Notices

Jon Marshall 
Foss II of Co-
lumbia Heights 
and Alyssa Carol 
Ann Kettner of 
Ramsey. Kaitlyn 
Carolyn Pla-
checki and Jarret 
Jayson Ander-
son of Fergus 
Falls. Isabella 
Grace Wilson 
and Landon Paul 
Thompson of 
Elk River. Ryan James Johnson and Haley Rose Bennington of 
Guthrie. Christopher Austin Earl Carlsen and Sara Rose Begin 
of Elk River. Andrew Douglas Kinzer and Amber Lea Samson 
of St. Cloud. Trey Howard Jensen of Forest Lake and Michlynn 
Lee Boelter of Otsego. Patrick Wallace Newberger and Christina 
Marie Nelson of Elk River. Laif Niklas Huhta of Big Lake and 
Amber Jean Moll of Zimmerman. Kendra Faye Soholt and Evan 
James Dunblazier of Princeton. Bao Yang and Ya Lee of Big 
Lake. Matthew Alan Hamilton and Cherese Lynn Beckstrom of 
Elk River. Lindsey Joelle Hawkins of Becker and Blake David 
Keske of Sauk Rapids. Karen Jane Ringsven of Plymouth and 
Joseph Charles Degreeff of Princeton. Kylee Ann Schmock of 
Brooklyn Center and Keith Steven Peterson Jr of Zimmerman. 
Mae Lanie Kabristante Rost and James Carlyle Hanson of Big 
Lake. Savan Adrian Deval and Patricia Leanne Piecek of Mel-
rose. Alec Brennon Stoltz of Big Lake and Karly Cay Becklund 
of Becker. Jamie Ray Beach of Bryon and Ginnell Reane Lemon 
of Elk River. Phuong Thi Truc Nguyen and David Ellswood 
Scott of Minneapolis.

Sherburne County
Recorder Vital Statistics 

Marriage Application Report
January 2022

Campus News
Winona, MN - Winona State University announces the 

Dean’s List for Fall Semester 2021 to the following Becker 
students: Emilie Baumgartner, Danielle Cook, Ashlyn 
Croal, Arin Hendrickson, Kaitlyn Janisch, Karly Kow-
alsky, Alexa Schween and Bailee Thorson; the following 
Big Lake students: Brady Holland, Jenna Kringler and 
Nickolas Roden; Anika Dehmer of Clear Lake and Ken-
dal Hanson of Annandale.

Winona, MN - Winona State University announces 
the Graduation List for Fall Semester 2021 to the follow-
ing students: Renee Tripp of Becker, Bachelor of Sci-
ence-Teaching with a Major in Elementary Education/K-6 
Education with Magna Cum Laude Honors and Kendal 
Hanson of Annandale, Bachelor of Science with a Major 
in Business Administration.

Ordinance No. 248, 2nd Series Summary
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 11.20 
SUBDIVISION 4 OF CHAPTER 11 LAND USE

REGULATION IN THE CITY OF BECKER ZONING 
ORDINANCE.

The following official summary of the ordinance referred to 
has been approved by the City Council of Becker as clearly inform-
ing the public of the intent and effect of the amendments.

Chapter 11, Land Use Regulation
Section 11. 20 General Regulations
           Subd. 4. Parking Standards

This ordinance revises the parking standards in the General 
Regulations section of the City of Becker Zoning Ordinance. It 
adds language requiring parking on an improved surface within the
R- 1 and R- LL zoning districts. The revisions also ensure that 
parking areas are surfaced only with materials allowed by code 
within the same districts.

A printed copy of the entire ordinance is available for inspec-
tion by any person at City Hall any Monday through Friday be-
tween the hours of 8: 00 a. m. and 4:30 p. m.

This document hereby is made a part of this ordinance and is 
attached hereto.
/s/ Tracy Bertram, Mayor
ATTEST:
Julie Blesi, City Clerk
(Published in the Patriot: 02/12/22).

City Public  Notices

Independent School District #726
Becker, Minnesota

Regular School Board Meeting
November 8, 2021

The complete minutes are on file in the district office and on the 
district website.

Chair Jurek called the regular meeting of the School Board of 
District #726 to order on the 8th day of November, 2021 at 6:30 
p.m. in the Teaching & Learning Center.
Roll Call. 
Members present: Aaron Jurek, Ryan Obermoller, Connie  
  Robinson, Sarah Schafer, Mark Swanson
Members absent: Cindy Graham
Others present: Jeremy Schmidt, Superintendent
Citizen Comments: 
 •  Band & Choir Trip Proposal Presentation, by  
 Gretchen Bordson, High School Choir Director
 •  Dan Olson
Motion by Mark Swanson, seconded by Connie Robinson, to Ap-
prove the Consent Agenda, as amended:
 •  Remove BEA Contract to Regular Agenda 
Upon roll call vote, motion carried unanimously.
CONSENT AGENDA
MINUTES:  October 4, 2021 Regular School Board Meeting
DISBURSEMENTS – in the amount of $2,204,866.36
PERSONNEL, as presented
MINNESOTA STATE HIGH SCHOOL LEAUGE FOUNDA-
TION RESOLUTION
MULTI UNIT 20-21, 21-22 CONTRACT
Motion by Mark Swanson, seconded by Connie Robinson, to Ap-
prove the Becker Education Association 21-22, 22-23 Contract.  
Motion carried unanimously, with Ryan Obermoller abstaining.
Motion by Ryan Obermoller, seconded by Connie Robinson, to 
Accept the Following Gifts: 
Donor Name Description of Gift Purpose of Gift
Becker Lions Club           $1,500.00 Girls Soccer  
    Program
Becker Lions Club           $5,000.00 Robotics
Becker Lions Club           $3,000.00 School Readiness:   
    Supplement Tuition  
    for Families Unable  
    to Pay
Becker Lions Club           $3,000.00 BBB Leadership  
    Group
BYSA               $200.00 Robotics
Clear Lake Lions           $5,000.00 Robotics
Clear Lake Lions              $750.00 BBB Leadership  
    Group
Clear Lake Lions           $1,000.00 Girls Swim/Dive  
    Team
Palmer Day Committee           $200.00 Gymnastics Team  
    (for working at  
    Palmer Days)
Palmer Day Committee           $700.00 Girls Soccer  
    Program (for v 
    olunteering at  
    Palmer Days)
Speer, Rick              $400.00 PS School Supplies,  
    Clothes, etc.
Xcel Energy              $200.00 Robotics
Motion carried unanimously.
Motion by Mark Swanson, seconded by Ryan Obermoller to 
Approve the Resolution Canvassing November 2, 2021 Special 
Election Results.  Motion carried unanimously.
A First Reading was held on the following policies.  A second 
reading will be held at the December School Board Meeting.
534     Renumber Radiological Emergency Plan (REP) for  
  Schools Potassium Iodide Distribution
534     New School Meals
Motion by Mark Swanson, seconded by Sarah Schafer, to Ap-
prove the Substitute Pay Rates, Effective November 11.  Motion 
carried unanimously.
The meeting was adjourned at 7:13 p.m.
/s/ Aaron Jurek, Chair
/s/ Ryan Obermoller, Clerk
Recorder: /s/ Angela Oswald
(Published in the Patriot: 02/12/22).

Independent School District #726
Becker, Minnesota

Regular School Board Meeting
December 6, 2021

The complete minutes are on file in the district office and on the 
district website.

Chair Jurek called the regular meeting of the School Board of 
District #726 to order on the 6th day of December, 2021 at 6:30 
p.m. in the Teaching & Learning Center.
Roll Call. 
Members present: Cindy Graham, Aaron Jurek, Ryan  
  Obermoller, Connie Robinson, Sarah  
  Schafer, Mark Swanson
Members absent: None
Others present: Jeremy Schmidt, Superintendent
  Kevin Januszewski, Director of Finance 
Citizen Comments: None
Presentation of World’s Best Workforce and Achievement & In-
tegration Report, by Minda Anderson
Motion by Mark Swanson, seconded by Ryan Obermoller, to Ap-
prove the Consent Agenda, as presented.  Upon roll call vote, mo-
tion carried unanimously.
CONSENT AGENDA
MINUTES:  November 8, 2021 Regular School Board Meeting
DISBURSEMENTS – in the amount of $2,040,305.87
PERSONNEL, as presented
SUPERINTENDENT CONTRACT, 23-25
NON-UNION CONTRACT, JANUARY 2022 – JUNE 2025
RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING COMBINED POLLING 
PLACES
WORLD’S BEST WORKFORCE REPORT SUMMARY
Motion by Ryan Obermoller, seconded by Connie Robinson, to 
Approve the FY21 Financial Audit, as presented.  Motion carried 
unanimously.
Motion by Ryan Obermoller, seconded by Cindy Graham, to Ap-
prove the Payable 2022 Levy in the Amount of $11,442,066.80.  
Motion carried unanimously. 
Motion by Ryan Obermoller, seconded by Mark Swanson, to Ac-
cept the Following Gifts: 
Donor Name Description of Gift Purpose of Gift
Becker Lions Club    $2,500.00 Drama Department
Liberty Paper       $250.00 Dance Team
Liberty Paper       $250.00 Drama Department
Motion carried unanimously.
Motion by Connie Robinson, seconded by Sarah Schafer, to Ap-
prove the  2022-2023 School Year Calendar, as presented.  Motion 
carried unanimously.
Motion by Mark Swanson, seconded by Connie Robinson, to Ap-
prove the Recommendation to Hire for a Human Resources Po-
sition.  Motion carried unanimously.
A First Reading was held on the following policy:
410 Revised Family and Medical Leave
A Second Reading will be held at the January, 2022 School Board 
Meeting
Motion by Mark Swanson, seconded by Ryan Obermoller, to Ap-
prove the Following Policy Recommendations:
534 Renumber Radiological Emergency Plan (REP) for  
  Schools Potassium Iodide Distribution (now  
  599)
534 New School Meals
Motion carried unanimously.
Motion by Mark Swanson, seconded by Ryan Obermoller, to Ap-
prove a Resolution for Support of Fully Funding Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA).  Motion carried unanimously.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:37 p.m.
/s/ Aaron Jurek, Chair
/s/ Ryan Obermoller, Clerk
Recorder: /s/ Angela Oswald
(Published in the Patriot: 02/12/22).

Big Lake Schools Public  Notices

BOARD HIGHLIGHTS
This represents a summary of the Special Meeting of the 

Board of Education of Big Lake Public Schools #727. A complete 
set of minutes will be on file at the District Office and on our web-
site at www.biglakeschools.org upon Board approval.
I. CALL TO ORDER 

The Special Meeting of the Board of Education of Indepen-
dent School District No. 727, Big Lake Schools was called 
to order on February 7, 2022.

II. ROLL CALL 
All Board members were present.

III. ANNOUNCE CLOSED SESSION TO DISCUSS SUPER-
INTENDENT EVALUATION

IV. ADJOURNMENT 
A motion passed to adjourn the meeting.

(Published in the Patriot: 02/12/22).

BOARD HIGHLIGHTS
This represents a summary of the Work Session of the Board 

of Education of Big Lake Public Schools #727. A complete set of 
minutes will be on file at the District Office and on our website
at www.biglakeschools.org upon Board approval.
I. CALL TO ORDER 

The Work Session of the Board of Education of Indepen-
dent School District No. 727, Big Lake Schools was called 
to order on February 7, 2022.

II. ROLL CALL 
All Board members were present.

III. BOARD CREDIT CONCEPT
IV. TRANSPORTATION DISCUSSION
V. MSBA STRATEGIC PLANNING DISCUSSION
VI. ADJOURNMENT 

A motion passed to adjourn the meeting.
(Published in the Patriot: 02/12/22).

CITY OF CLEAR LAKE
OFFICIAL SUMMARY

SUBDIVISION ORDINANCE 08-01
MODIFICATIONS WERE MADE TO SECTION 2 MINOR 

SUBDIVISIONS
Modifications were made to this section of the Subdivision 

Ordinance to clear up the application process for minor subdivi-
sions. Printed copies of the full text of this ordinance are available 
for public inspection in the office of the City Clerk during regular 
business hours.  

This ordinance was passed and the summary thereof approved 
on the 7th day of February, 2022
Kari Koren - City Clerk
(Published in the Patriot: 02/12/22).
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By Katherine Cantin,
Staff Writer
Reporter.Katie@PatriotNewsMN.com

The monthly Orrock 
Town Board meeting was 
held Jan. 26. The board 
expressed their gratitude 
towards the residents: since 
they discussed the issue 
during their last monthly 
meeting, no more cars have 
been parked on the streets 
while the plows were out. 
The board was glad, as 
this made the plowing go 
smoothly and limited the 
potential for accidents. 

Sheriff’s Report
Sherburne County 

Sheriff Joel Brott gave the 
annual report for the town-
ship. He stated that there 
were 1,856 calls for service 
in 2021.This is up from 
2020, which had the SCSO 
respond to 1,436 calls for 
service. Brott believes this 
is due to people staying at 
home more during the first 
year of the pandemic. The 
number is closer to being 
on par with the number of 
calls for service 
from 2019, 
1 , 7 8 7 . 
This is 

a trend that has been seen 
across the county. 

Serious crimes com-
mitted in the county in-
cluded three assaults, one 
burglary, three narcotic 
arrests, seven DUIs, two 
criminal sexual conduct, 
twelve thefts, and eight 
CDPs. 

Sheriff Brott went 
on to mention the mental 
health co-responder pro-
gram. Roy Neumann is a 
mental health professional 
who, in the past year, has 
worked with the Sheriff’s 
Office, Big Lake Police 
Dept., Becker Police Dept., 
and Elk River Police Dept. 
Recently, Neumann was is-
sued his own law enforce-
ment vehicle so he can 
directly respond to calls 
requiring his expertise. The 
goal of this program is to 
have Neumann follow up 
with individuals in need 
of mental health assistance 
and make sure they receive 
any care they need. 

Sheriff Brott was 
pleased to let the board 
know that the county jail 
recently was re-accredited 
with the National Com-
mission on Correctional 
Health Care, which indi-
cates that the jail is meet-
ing the high standards for 
health care put forth by the 
commission. The Sheriff’s 
Office is also accredited 
with the ACA (American 
Correctional Association) 
and CALEA (Commission 
on Accreditation for Law 
Enforcement Agencies). 
Holding all three accredita-
tions is known as the “triple 
crown” and is a feat accom-
plished by only around 50 
law enforcement agencies 
in the nation.

Sheriff Brott ended his 
presentation by suggesting 
the board and audience fol-
low the Sheriff’s Office on 

social media. 
Town Hall 
Expansion

The process of using 
ARPA funding to expand 
town hall is underway, as 
photos of the plans for the 
expansion were revealed. 
Recently, the way town-
ships can spend the fund-
ing has become much less 
restricted, which will make 
it easier to ensure compli-
ance. This was done in an 
effort for the government to 
save on paying for auditors 
to review every local gov-
ernment that received and 
used ARPA funding. 

As part of the expan-
sion process, the county 
asked the board to approve 
a conditional use permit for 
the town hall. The board 
found this funny, since, 
essentially, the town board 
was approving the use of 
its town hall as a town hall. 
But, that is the way the bu-
reaucracy works! 

Septic Line Issue
In the continuing saga 

of the misplaced septic line, 
the homeowner asked the 
township for an exception 
to the eight-foot depth rule. 
He wants to connect the 
property’s septic tank to the 
tank of another property he 
owns, on the other side of 
the road. In order to make 
sure the pipe underneath the 
road doesn’t have sitting 
liquid inside (which would 
not be ideal during the win-
ter) he would need to place 
it higher than the eight foot 
limit. 

The board agreed that 

they would be willing to 
consider a variance, de-
pending on what the county 
said regarding the issue. 

On a related note, a 
previous issue regarding a 
fence that was in the right 
of way was addressed. The 
homeowner promised she 
would move the fence, but 
Board Chair Bryan Adams 
was skeptical, since the 
fence has been an issue for 
many years.

In Other Business, 
the Board:
• Heard from County 

Assessor Michelle Moen 
regarding property values 
in the township;

• Approved paying for 
board member Janine Ar-
nold to become a notary, 
to make processing official 
documents easier;

• Decided to send 
out a township newsletter 
again this year, providing 
residents with information 
about the township;

• Applied for a grant 
for the annual recycle day 
event;

• Decided to put in stop 
signs and weight limit signs 
at the Shores of Eagle Lake 
development;

• Held the annual reor-
ganizational meeting.
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763-452-2500
Big Lake, MN
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Clear Lake, MN

FUNERAL HOME • CREMATION SERVICES

www.williamsdingmann.com

FAMILY FUNERAL HOMES

SPONSORED BY:

8852 Cty Rd 23
Becker, MN 

Phone:
763.261.5656

Ralph du Monceaux, Owner
Free Loaners ~ Free Estimates 

~ Honest Work

763-261-5656
Ralph’s

Auto Body

• BECKER
Grace Lutheran Church (LCMS)
Pastor: David M. Johnson, 763-262-7782, 11185 27th Ave SE. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am, Sun. School 10:30am, Wed. J.U.M.P. 6pm.
Becker Baptist Church
Pastors: Nathan Bucher (Senior), Kevin Drehmel (Youth) & Amy Drehmel 
(Dir. of Child/Fam. Ministry), 763-261-4202, 11951 Hancock St. Services: 
Sun. Worship/Children 10:30am, Sun. School 9:15am, Wed. AWANA/
Youth Group 6:30pm during school year. www.beckerbaptist.org. 
Becker Evangelical Free Church
Pastors: Patrick Drury (Senior), Chris Salvevold (Youth), 763-261-4125, 
Becker High School, Office: 11373 150th Ave SE. Services: Sun. Worship/
Teaching/Fellowship 10am.
Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 12100 Sherburne Ave. Services: Sat. 
Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8:30am & 10:30am. Masses held 1st, 3rd & 5th Sun-
days of the month. (Masses held on 2nd & 4th Sundays in Big Lake).
Faith (Becker) Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Yolanda Denson-Byers & Vicar Molly Wills, 763-261-5751, 11755 
Sherburne Ave. Services: Sun. Worship 9:30 am, Sun. School 8:30am, 
Wed. Confirmation 5:30pm, Senior High Youth Group 1st & 3rd Wed. 6pm  
www.faithlutheran-becker.org.
Oakwood Community Church Assemblies of God
Pastors: Gerry Bass & Sarah, 763-220-6004, 13140 1st St (SW Corner of 
Becker Furniture World). Services: Sun. Bible Study/Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Snake River Free Church
Pastor: Steve Johnston, 612-219-8648, 180th St SE. Services: Sun. Worship/
Sun. School 10:30am., Hymn Sing is second Sun. of every month.
Becker Christian Center & Abundant Grace Church
Pastor: Ken Hanson, 763-262-2177, 15455 59th St SE. Services: Sun. Praise 
& Worship 9:30am, Wed. Family Fellowship 7pm.
Beacon House of Prayer
Pastors: Brian & Linda Holmes, 763-263-3771, 12264 Pleasant Ave. Ser-
vices: Thurs. Worship 6:30pm.
Free Grace United
Pastor: Kevin Wilson, 763-245-0001, Becker High School, 12000 Hancock 
St, Enter door 11. Services: Wed. Worship 6:30pm.

• BIG LAKE
Acts Seventh-Day Adventists Community Church
Pastor: Bill Nixon, 763-263-2287, 20455 187th Ave NW. Services: Sat. 
Worship 9am, Sat. Sabbath School 10:15am.
Bethany Bible Church
763-263-2167, 511 Eagle Lake Road. Services: Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Bridgeview Assembly of God
Pastor: Steve Royalty, 763-263-6274, 20500 County Road 11. Services: 
Sun. Worship 10am, Wed. Service 6:30pm.
SVEA Hill Covenant Church
Pastor: Don Bellach, 763-263-6322, 16392 235th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Cornerstone Baptist Church
Pastor: Gordon Langdon, 763-263-7878, 15300 County Road 35. 
Hope Lutheran Church (ELCA) in Orrock
763-263-7990. www.hopeintherefuge.weebly.com.
IFLESIA AMOR VIVIENTE Living Love Church
Pastores: Juan & Patricia Aguayo, 763-607-5403, 21 Lake St N. Services: 
Sat. 6pm.
Lord of Glory Lutheran Church
Pastor: Marty Mably, 763-263-3090, 15550 190th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
8am & 10am.
Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 440 Lake St N. Services: Sat. Mass 
5pm; Sun. 8:30am & 10:30am. Masses held on 2nd & 4th Sundays of the 
month (Masses held on 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays in Becker).
Riverside Church
Online: www.myrc.church, 763-263-2410, 20314 County Road 14. Ser-
vices: Sun 8:45am, 10:30am & 12:05pm.
Saron Lutheran Church
Pastor: Kyle Sidlo, 763-263-2209, 311 Lake St. S. Services: Sun. Worship 

9:30am, indoors or livestream.

• SANTIAGO
South Santiago Lutheran Church ELCA
Pastor: Daryl Thul, 763-662-2048, 14675 37th St. Services: Sun. 8am in 
Sanctury Worship, 10am in Sanctuary. Audio broadcast in parking lot for 
both services.
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church E.L.S. & Princeton Evangelical School
Pastor: Timothy Zenda, 763-662-2570, 18977 17th St. Services: Sun. 
School/Bible Class 10:30am, Divine Worship 9am.
Glendorado Lutheran (ELCA)
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Shari Routh, 920-573-0193, 1100 186th Ave NE. Services: Sun 
Good Shepherd 9am, Sun. Glendorado 10:30am.
Gethsemane Church (ELCA) – Ronneby
Pastor: Barbara Peterson, 320-983-5002, 14478 78th St. NE. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Glendorado Evangelical Country Church
Pastor: Sam Alfano, 763-662-2244, 16999 Glendorado Road NE. Services: 
Sun. School 9:30am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• CLEAR LAKE
Living Waters Church
Pastor: Mark Stahl, 320-292-0250, 7830 Church St. Services: Sun. Worship 
10am, Wed. Bible Study 6:30pm.
Trinity Lutheran Church Missouri Synod
Pastor: Josh Reber, 320-743-2919, 8641 Main Ave. Services: Sun. Worship 
8:45am, Sun. School 9:45am.
SHED Church - Non-Denomination in Palmer
Pastor: TBD, 320-241-0123, Palmer Town Hall, 4180 105th Ave. Services: 
Sun. 5pm.
St. Marcus Catholic Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-743-2481, 8701 Main Ave. Services: Sat. 
Confessions 4:15pm, Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. 8am.

• DUELM
St. Lawrence Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-968-7502, 10915 Duelm Road NE. Ser-
vices: Sun. Mass 10am, Tues. Mass 8am.

• CLEARWATER
Clearwater United Methodist Church
Pastor: Alison Hendley, 320-558-2581, 405 Main St. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9:30am.
Freedom Bible Church
605 Lime St. (Old Clearwater Post Office). Services: Sun. Bible Study 
9:30am & 6pm, Sun. Worship 10:45am, Wed. Bible Study 7pm.
Rejoice Lutheran Church – ELCA
Pastor: Jim Bump, 320-558-6851, 1155 County Road 75. Services: Sun. 
Worship 9:30am.
Church of St. Luke
Father: Dennis Backer, 320-558-2124, 17545 Huber Ave NW. Services: 
Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8am & 10am, Weekday Mass Tues.-Fri. 8am/
Sat. 9am.
Tri-County Alliance Church
Pastor: David Fogal, 320-558-2750, 8464 160th St NW. Services: Sun. 
School 9am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• SILVER CREEK
Immanuel Lutheran Church
Pastor: Ken Tatkenhorst, 763-878-2820, 11390 Elliot Ave NW. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am
Silver Creek Community Church
Pastor: Zach Pryor, 320-963-3957, 4282 114th St NW. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9am, Sun. Fellowship 10am, Sun. School 10:30am. 

RYAN HUBBARD
763-263-8334 

RESIDENTIAL  • COMMERCIAL - AGRICULTURAL

6715 125th Ave - Clear Lake, MN
320.743.2387 • Cell: 320.290.9843

Scott & Tonia Ulsby

KEN GEROUX CONSTRUCTION
C O R P O R A T I O N

Integrity • Excellence
Uncompromising Customer Satisfaction

Lic. #BC002757
Big Lake • 763-263-6878

Order Online!

Becker Pizza Depot
The Area’s Best Pizza -- Ask Anyone!

14281 Bank Street, Becker • 763-262-2700
www.BeckerPizzaDepot.com • Facebook: Pizza Depot

Pizza, Wings & More

290 EAGLE LAKE RD. N. BIG LAKE
763-263-3262 • WWW.CORNEROAKSDENTAL.COM

FAMILY & COSMETIC DENTISTRY

DR. REED DILL & 
DR. PETER KUEFLER

16455 122nd St Becker MN 55308

763-263-9471

Big Lake

 763-263-6350
parkdental.com

Church DirectoryChurch DirectoryChurch Directory

320-743-2479 
• dahlensheetmetal@frontier.com

P.O. Box 646 • Becker, MN 55308
www.dahlensheetmetal.com

Becker 763-261-4200  |  Princeton 763-389-4099
Monticello 763-271-7177

www.sherburnestatebank.com

Your Hometown Bank

Sherburne
State Bank

Member 
FDIC

763-262-4237

M-F
8AM-

4:30PM

Owner: Chad Schwintek
13050 1st Street Becker, MN 55308

24 
HOUR
Towing & recovery

19640 200th Ave., Big Lake

• Family Owned 
    & Operated
• Light, Medium and 
    Heavy Duty  Towing 

• Lockouts 
• Jump Starts 
• Winch Recovery

www.bobstowingandrecovery.com

• BIG LAKE 
• ELK RIVER 
• MONTICELLO

Obituaries

Joan passed away peace-
fully on January 28, 2022, at 
Alomere Health Hospital in 
Alexandria, MN. A celebra-
tion of life will be held at a 
later date.

Joan was born on Novem-
ber 8, 1932, in Hallock, MN. 
She grew up and graduated 
from high school in Hallock, 
MN and headed for the Big 
Cities where her and friend 
got jobs. That’s where she met 
Richard H. Hesley and were 
married on June 18, 1955. 
Joan was a loving homemaker 

providing for her four children. 
In the mid-sixties they bought 
and operated a gas station and 
coffee shop (Dick’s 66) in 
Zimmerman, MN in which she 
ran the coffee shop. She also 
loved music and could play 
many instruments, the violin, 
guitar, accordion, piano and 
in the late sixties, she had a 
music shop in Zimmerman, 
MN, where she gave music 
lessons. In the mid-eighties, 
they bought and operated the 
Family Café in Big Lake, MN 
and retired in Becker, MN. 
Joan was a kind and thought-
ful person and will be greatly 
missed.

Joan will be remembered 
by her one son and three 
daughters, Steve (Debra) 
Hesley, Debra Othoudt, Dana 
(Mark) Matis and Diane 
(Paul) Palmer; her brother Earl 
(Susie) Olson. Joan was pre-
ceded in death by her parents, 
husband Richard H. Helsey 
and grandchildren Matthew 
Matis and Allen Othoudt.

Joan Lorraine Hesley, Age 89
Becker, MN

November 8, 1932 – January 28, 2022

Patriot:
One who loves 

and supports his 
or her country.

Funeral Services were held 
Friday, February 11, 2022 at 
Williams Dingmann Family 
Funeral Home in Becker for 
Joyce L. Anderson, age 93, 
who passed away peacefully 
at her home in Clear Lake on 
Tuesday. Rev. Dr. Yolanda 
Denson-Byers officiated and 
burial was at the Becker Cem-
etery. Visitation was one hour 
prior to the services at the fu-
neral home in Becker.  

Joyce was born July 5, 
1928 in St. Cloud to Clar-
ence and Clara (Thole) Fish. 
She was united in marriage 
to Clayton Anderson on Feb-
ruary 18, 1950 in St. Cloud. 
Joyce lived in Becker for most 
of her life. She ran the family 
farm and was a state fire war-
den from 1957-1997. Joyce 
also raised foster kids and 
worked at Catholic Charities 
for a few years helping in the 
kitchen. She also was the coor-
dinator at the dining site at the 
Woodbrier. She was a member 
of Faith Lutheran Church and 
was President of the Parents 
and Teachers Association at 
Becker High School. Joyce 
enjoyed fishing with her dad, 
traveling to see her children, 
cross stitch, and jigsaw puz-
zles. She was soft spoken, had 
a great sense of humor, was a 
hard worker, and most impor-

tantly, was most proud of her 
family.  

Joyce is survived by her 
children, Janice Anderson of 
Rockford, Katherine (Larry) 
Kersjes of Kalamazoo, MI, 
Jacqueline Anderson of 
Clear Lake, Debra Anderson 
of Clear Lake, and William 
(Suzanne) of Becker; seven 
grandchildren; thirteen great 
grandchildren; one great great 
grandchild; sister, Alice Fish 
of Sartell; and foster children, 
Mark and Terry Lemke. She 
was preceded in death by her 
parents; husband; foster son, 
Michael Nolan; brothers, Bar-
ney, Don, and Beans; sisters, 
Frances, Gail, and Boots.  

Obituary and Guest Book 
available online: www.wil-
liamsdingmann.com

Joyce L. Anderson, Age 93
Clear Lake, MN

July 5, 1928 – February 8, 2022

PLANS FOR THE TOWN HALL EXPANSION were revealed at the recent Orrock 
Town Board meeting. (Submitted photo.)

Orrock hears Sheriff’s report, 
discusses town hall expansion

SHERIFF JOEL BROTT visited the 
Orrock Town Board to give his report 
for the year. (Photo by Katherine Can-
tin.)
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