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Saturday’s projected high:

86º

We pay competitive 

prices for all types of 

scrap metal including: 

 Vehicles

 Automotive batteries

 Aluminum cans

 Copper

 Brass

 Stainless steel

 Farm equipment

VISIT OUR  

STATE-OF-THE 

-ART FACILITY  

IN BECKER,  

MINNESOTA

NOW OPEN  
TO THE  
PUBLIC

Run on 100% renewable energy.

Operating hours: 7am – 4:30pm

Recycle your  

unwanted materials  

HERE IS 

WHERE  

YOU CAN 

FIND US

PATRIOT OFFICE
763-275-0275  

14054 Bank Street, 
Box 458, Becker, MN 55308

The Patriot is the 
official newspaper for Clear 

Lake, Clearwater, Orrock, 
Palmer & Santiago Town-

ships, City of Becker, Becker 
Township and Becker School 
District #726, City of Big Lake 
and Big Lake School District 
#727. The Patriot is also the 

legal newspaper for the 
Sherburne County financials.

LEGALS/CLASSIFIEDS/
OBITUARIES

Call 763-275-0275 
or send an email to 

legals@
patriotnewsmn.com

SPORTS STORIES
Call 763-275-0275 or 

email Bill at
reporter.bill@

patriotnewsmn.com

ADVERTISING
Call 763-275-0275 

or email Mary (adsales@
patriotnewsmn.com), 

Deven (sales.@
patriotnewsmn.com) or 

Carol (sales.carol@
patriotnewsmn.com).

DEADLINES: 
Wednesday 11 am Legals & 
Notices,  Wednesday 10 am 

Display & Classified Ads.

WEBSITE
Check out each week’s 
content at our website: 

www.patriotnewsmn.com

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
The Patriot welcomes 

letters to the editor. 
Call 763-275-0275 

or email Bill at
reporter.bill@

patriotnewsmn.com
Addresses and phone 

numbers are required for 
verification purposes.  

The deadline for all letters is 
11 am Wednesday.  Limit 

letters to 200 words or less. 
Letters will be printed at the 
discretion of the Editor and 

are subject to editing for 
grammar, libel and brevity. 
Two letters per writer per 

subject each year.

OBITUARIES: 
Obituaries are $75 prepaid. 
The Editor reserves the right 

to edit lengthy obituaries.

BUSINESS HOURS: 
• Mon. - Wed. 8am to 5pm, 

• Thurs. 8am to 3pm  
• Friday CLOSED

SUBSCRIPTION RATES: 
$100 annually, $50 for six 

months, $25 for three months 
or $9a month.

SUBMITTED MATERIAL: 
There will be a $50 charge for 

all thank you, engagement, 
wedding and birth  

announcement 
pictures.  The Patriot is not 

responsible for 
correctness of ads 

received by telephone.
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SCAN 
THIS!

Scan the code to access 
our survey of

the 2025 Reader’s 
Choice Awards

competition for our readership area. 

Best auto repair, best drive-thru, best cheese-
burger...let us know who you think is the best!

By Mark Kolbinger, 
Contributing Writer

The Becker Lions cel-
ebrated their 50th year of 
serving the community last 
Thursday with an event at 
Snuffy’s Landing.  

Over the past several 
years, the Lions have do-
nated over $100,000 to the 
City of Becker to create this 
wonderful park on the Mis-
sissippi River.

For nourishment, there 
was a hog roast with all the 
fixings for the guests who 
showed up in support of the 
organization. The pork was 
expertly tended to by Lion 
Steve Rosa.

Lion Emma Cook read 
a brief history of the Lions 
Club, including the names 
of all the charter members 
of the group.  She talked 
about the current members’ 
partnership with the City of 
Becker to upgrade Snuffy’s 
Landing.  Cook’s speech 
included many highlights 
that showed a love for the 
Becker community.

Long-time Lion Kurt 
Anderson spoke about the 
club, detailing some of the 
history of the Lions.  An-
derson mentioned Becker 
Mayor Mark Kolbinger’s 
father, who was a char-
ter member of the Lions 
and was also the Mayor of 
Becker for a time back in 
the 1970’s.  Mayor Mark 
proclaimed Sept. 25 as 
“Lions Appreciated Day” 
in Becker.

Anderson also helped 
conduct the fishing pier 
dedication to long-time 
Lion Jim Hazeltine, whose 
two children were in atten-
dance. Anderson unveiled 
the granite slab commem-
orating Jim’s service to the 
Lions and the Becker com-
munity.

Several charter mem-
bers — including Gary Cox, 
Bud Stimmler, Lonny See-
ley and Arne Cox — were 
in attendance and some 
were wearing the original 
vests from when the orga-
nization was birthed.

BECKER LIONS MEMBERS stood on the pier at the re-
branded Lions Park at Snuffy’s Landing. Sept. 25 marked the 
50th Anniversary of the Becker Lions Club and the public was 
invited to the park for festivities and remembrance. (Patriot 
Photo by Mark Kolbinger.)

Becker Lions host 50th 
Anniversary event at Snuffy’s

BECKER LIONS MEMBER Kurt Anderson unveiled a granite 
slab in honor of long-time member Jim Hazeltine whose two 
children were in attendance last Thursday. (Patriot Photo by 
Mark Kolbinger.)

SEVERAL SANTIAGO LIONS MEMBERS were on hand to 
show support to the Becker Lions. Mark Renn greeted Ingvar 
Larsén at Snuffy’s Landing. (Patriot Photo by Mary Nehring.)

ALL ABOARD! Natalie 
Oliver greeted people at the 
wagon rides while her dad, 
Nathan Oliver, drove the 
wagon at last week’s Snuffy’s 
Landing gathering. (Patriot 
Photo by Mary Nehring.)

BECKER LION JON 
COX’S FATHER, JERRY was a 
charter member of the Becker 
Lions. Jon Cox is the only cur-
rent Becker Lion member with 
a connection to the original 
charter members. Pictured 
(above) is Patti Cox - Jerry 
Cox’s  widow, who was in at-
tendance at the 50th anniver-
sary event. (Patriot Photo by 
Mary Nehring.)

By Andrew Diemand, 
Contributing Writer

The Big Lake City Coun-
cil meeting on Sept. 24 opened 
with the usual formalities before 
quickly turning to the evening’s 
main discussion: approving up-
grades to playground equipment 
in several city parks.

Playgrounds
The council voted to move 

forward with replacing aging 
and deteriorating playground 
structures at Lakeside Park, 
Lake Ridge Park, and Shores 
of Lake Mitchell Park. How-

MITCHELL FARMS PARK IN BIG LAKE sits vacant on a beautiful Satur-
day afternoon. (Patriot Photo by Andrew Diemand).

Big Lake Making Park 
Improvements — Minus 1

BIG LAKE
to page 2

Submitted Article

During a recent Ben-
ton County Commissioners 
board meeting, 4-H’er Claudia 
Schlough, an 11th grader from 

Sauk Rapids, expressed her 
feelings about the program. 

“4-H has had a profound 

DURING THE BENTON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
MEETING Benton County 4-H Extension Educator, Ann Olson, requested 
that the commissioners proclaim that Oct 5-11, 4-H Week in Benton 
County and they did. Photo: Back Row (L-R) Commissioner Pam Benoit 
(District 5), Commissioner Steve Heinen (District 3), Commissioner Jared 
Gapinski (District 4), Commissioner Scott Johnson (District 1) and Com-
missioner Ed Popp (District 2). Middle Row (L-R) 4-H’er Robert Mers-
inger, 4-H’er Johnathan Mersinger, 4-H’er Ava Kolbinger, 4-H’er Eve 
McKay and 4-H Extension Educator Ann Olson. Front Row (L-R) 4-H’er 
Piper Kolbinger, 4-H’er Owen McKay, 4-H’er Luke McKay, 4-H’er Clau-
dia Schlough and 4-H’er Ana McKay. (Submitted Photo).

National 4-H Week in Benton 
County: October 5-11, 2025

4-H
to page 2

Vote today!

Vote 
today!



TO THE EDITOR:
Dan Schonhardt’s recent 
letter to the editor was con-
founding to me.  He seems 
to be willing to moderate 
the language and attempt 
to have an open dialogue 
with those with whom he 
disagrees.  We don’t know 
where the writer gets his 
information and or how 
he forms his opinions, but 
he went on to describe 
Republicans as noble, 
clear-thinking, God-fear-
ing people who stand for 
the nuclear family, order 
and natural law.  There 
are unhinged radicals on 
the left AND the right, of 
course.  But, according to 
him, Democrats are full 
of rage, hateful, lacking in 
faith and psychologically 
disturbed!  Like nearly 
half of Americans, I iden-

tify as independent.  But 
I know many Democrats 
and find most of them to 
be, like most Republicans, 
decent, hard-working, often 
church-going, family-ori-
ented, caring people.  How 
on earth are people like Mr. 
Schonhardt going to have 
the dialogue he suggests if 
he has so little respect for 
those who think differently 
from him?   I continue to 
hope that if we stop demon-
izing and demeaning one 
another we might finally 
have some peace. 
Marlys Nelson Kolbinger
Becker, MN

TO THE EDITOR:
Please run an investigation 
story or I’m looking for 
the public’s input on this 
subject matter.  The sub-
ject is Bar 10 now empty 

for three years.  Pre Covid 
I’ve eaten at The Hideout 
Bar & Grille, it was spa-
cious and very nice.  Post 
Covid The Hideout had 
new owners before exit-
ing as Monty’s Tropical 
Hideout both which didn’t 
last long.  Followed by the 
current never opened Bar 
10.  September 16, 22, on 
the Bar 10 Facebook page 
a post stating hoping to be 
open by Nov of 22.  When 
driving by I always thought 
the Bar 10 facade signage 
looked cheap that gave me 
suspect.  There is a blue van 
in the lot with 22 tabs on it.  
I’ve peeked through the 
windows recently and the 
disarray shows no signs of 
ever opening.  I have seen a 
white looking courier truck 
while driving by a few 
times not sure if it’s load-

ing and selling equipment. 
Doing a Google search 
The Patriot has an article 
dated September 8, 2022 as 
Ather Jameel introducing 
himself and applying for a 
liquor license.  Googling 
his name comes up with 
another business unopened 
and others opening and 
closing.  Is this a bank fraud  
circumstance?  I would like 
knowledge of if this prop-
erty is still owned by him or 
someone else or if the bank 
has ownership?  It was a 
nice place to eat at and 
would actually like to see it 
opened by an actual owner.  
Any input from the pub-
lic to the situation of this 
building would be greatly 
appreciated.  Thanks.
Jesse Schneider
Becker, MN
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Our Family is Growing
My last baby is get-

ting married in a couple of 
weeks and I’m so happy for 
her. She’s a creative, unique, 
fun-loving individual who 
has done things her own 
way since the day she was 
born. She can also be hard-
headed and stubborn, and I 
often wondered if there was 
anyone out there who would 
be able to appreciate her for 
herself.

Well, she met the perfect 
guy several years ago at a 
rendezvous reenactment they 
were both participating in. If 
you’re unfamiliar, rendez-
vous are living history events 
where participants dress in 
period clothing and recreate 
the North American fur trade 
era from the early 19th cen-
tury to around 1840. 

Along with dressing for 
the era, participants at ren-
dezvous demonstrate skills 
and crafts from the time pe-
riod and hold activ-
ities like trading 
and campfires, 
providing an 
immers ive 
historical ex-
perience for 
visitors of all 
ages. If you 
haven’t attended 
a rendezvous be-
fore I highly rec-
ommend you do, 
it’s a truly enjoy-
able experience. 

My daugh-
ter’s soon-to-be husband, 
Alex will be Blayne and 
I’s first son-in-law and we 
couldn’t ask for a better one. 
We knew the day we met 
him that he was a perfect fit 
for our family. Ren had told 
us a boy was coming by who 
she wanted us to meet and 
asked Blayne, specifically, to 
be on his best behavior. She’d 

never asked this before so we 
knew he must be important 
to her.

During the introduction 
Ren noticed Blayne’s zipper 
was down and angrily called 
him out on it. With a straight 
face Alex said, “Yeah, I was 
totally checking him out.” 

Anyone with a sense of 
humor like that will get along 
perfect in our family.

As an homage to where 
they met, after the tra-

ditional wedding 
vows and ex-
change of rings, 
my daughter 
and her fiancé 
will be hand-
fasted, a sym-

bolic unity ritual 
in which the cou-
ple’s hands are 
bound with a cord 
to represent their 
union and com-
mitment to one an-
other. Handfasting 

ceremonies were common 
during the rendezvous era as 
priests were rarely found at 
the isolated trading posts.

I believe weddings 
should be personalized to the 
couple, so I love that this cer-
emony will be included. I can 
hardly wait.

By Penny Leuthard,
Contributing Writer

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 612/332-8844.  Thank you.

MDAN

2x4
2x8

2x2

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 10/5/2025 Central

WWW.SUNRISEAGCOOP.COM

Hopper Bottom Driver | Starting at $24/hour
Employment Opportunity
Duties include hauling grain and commodities. Class A, drug test and DOT 
requirements. Able to lift 50 pounds, self-motivated and able to work 
independently. 

Sunrise Ag off ers competitive wages, 
a great benefi t package including 
health, dental, 401K, paid time off , 
vacation to all full time employees.  
Applications can be found at 
www.sunriseagcoop.com or can be 
picked up at the Buckman location.  
For more information, please contact 
Jason at 320-468-6433 or by email at 
jason@sunriseagcoop.com.  

impact on my life compared to any other organization I’ve 
been involved with,” she said. “It has taught me how to 
lead, how to follow, and the importance of continuous 
learning. Most importantly, it has encouraged me to pur-
sue what I love.” 

Ten other Benton County 4-H’ers, grades 3-11, shared 
the impact of 4-H on their lives. They included, Claudia 
Schlough- 11th grade St. Cloud; Johnathan Mersinger- 
12th  grade St. Cloud; Robert Mersinger- ninth grade St. 
Cloud; Mathew Mersinger- first grade St. Cloud; Eve 
McKay- 11th grade St Cloud; Luke McKay-eighth grade 
St Cloud; Ana McKay- 12th grade St. Cloud; Ava Kol-
binger-sixth  grade Becker; Piper Kolbinger, 10th grade 
Becker, and Owen McKay- sixth grade St. Cloud.

The 4-H youth attended the Benton County Board of 
Commissioners meeting to request the signing of a proc-
lamation declaring October 5-11, 2025, as 4-H Week 
throughout Benton County. They encouraged all citizens 
to recognize the significant impact 4-H has made and con-
tinues to make by empowering youth. 

National 4-H Week is celebrated from October 5-11, 
with the theme “4-H Beyond Ready.” This theme empha-
sizes building a generation prepared for a world of change. 
4-H equips youth with essential skills for the future while 
meeting them where they are today.  

4-H
from page 1

BIG LAKE
from page 1

ever, one neighborhood 
green space—Mitchell Farms 
Park—was left out of those 
plans, sparking debate among 
councilmembers.

Located in a quiet resi-
dential area off Teal Street, 
the playground at Mitchell 
Farms Park is roughly 20 to 
30 years old and has been 
deemed unsafe and beyond 
repair. While the current 
equipment will be removed, 
there are no immediate plans 
to install new structures—ef-
fectively leaving the park as 
an empty lot.

For Councilmember 
Ken Halverson, that decision 
doesn’t sit right.

“This is a terrible injus-
tice,” Halverson said, voicing 
frustration over what he de-
scribed as the city’s sluggish 
approach to parks mainte-
nance and upgrades. 

“We’ve neglected the 
system for so long. This is not 
how we make our commu-
nity better—by taking things 
away.”

Mayor Paul Knier ac-
knowledged Halverson’s 
concerns but pointed to bud-
get constraints as the driving 
factor behind the decision.

“We don’t have unlim-
ited funds for parks,” Knier 
said. “We have more needs 
than money.” 

He urged the council to 
take a more strategic, long-
term approach and come up 
with a plan— “before we just 
keep spending.”

Councilmember Ken 
Geroux echoed that senti-
ment, suggesting the city 
needs to reevaluate how it 
allocates park resources.

“We need to make sure 
we’re funding parks correctly 
and resources are put in the 
correct areas,” Geroux said. 

He questioned whether 
replacing the playground at 
Mitchell Farms is even what 
residents want. 

“Has anybody thought to 
ask the people in that area if 
another ‘tot lot’ is what they 
want? Maybe they do—I 
don’t know. But we’re decid-
ing for them.”

Still, some coun-
cilmembers felt leaving 
Mitchell Farms behind was 
shortsighted.

Councilmember Kim 
Noding said she would like 
to see Mitchell Farms in-
cluded, adding that it might 
be “more beneficial to pur-
chase the equipment now,” 
before costs rise further. She 
expressed hope that poten-
tial grant funding might help 
cover future improvements.

Halverson warned that 
delays would only increase 
expenses, placing a greater 
burden on taxpayers in the 
long run.

Despite the concerns, 
the council unanimously ap-
proved the motion to remove 
and replace playground 
equipment at Lakeside, Lake 
Ridge, and Shores of Lake 
Mitchell parks with updated 
structures.

Halverson then intro-
duced a motion to revisit and 
reevaluate the cost of updat-
ing Mitchell Farms Park. That 
motion failed, and the council 
instead passed, on a 4-1 vote, 
a resolution to remove the ex-
isting equipment at Mitchell 
Farms—with no replacement 
plan in place for now.

While the city moves 
forward with upgrades at 
three parks, Mitchell Farms 
Park will remain without 
playground equipment—
at least for the time being. 
Whether it stays that way 
may depend on future fund-
ing, community input, and a 
more comprehensive look at 
the city’s parks system as a 
whole.

Becker Middle School 
Off to a Great Start!

Becker Middle School 
is off to a fantastic start this 
year, with students and staff 
embracing the school-wide 
motto: Be a Good Human. 
This focus on kindness will 
guide advisory activities 
throughout the year, encour-
aging students to celebrate 
and embrace our 3 R’s; Re-
spect, Responsibility, and 
positive Relationships!

October will bring a 
special opportunity to rec-
ognize uniqueness and com-
munity through Unity Day 
on October 15 by wearing 
orange. Students will engage 
in activities that highlight the 
value of every individual, re-
minding all that each person’s 
“fingerprint” matters.

In September, Becker 
Middle School students 
showcased their Bulldog 
spirit through service and 
teamwork. On September 
10, students joined Farm 
2 School Week, shucking 
nearly 1,300 ears of Norm’s 
corn to support the entire dis-
trict’s lunch program. Later in 
the month, on September 24, 
students laced up for the an-
nual Bulldog Run. With per-

fect fall weather, every grade 
enjoyed a nearly one-mile 
outdoor run. Students showed 
determination, cheered each 
other on, and celebrated what 
it means to be a Bulldog—
effort, encouragement, and 
pride in completing the race 
and cheering their peers on!

This school year prom-
ises more opportunities to live 
out the Be a Good Human 
message. Through kindness 
initiatives, our exploratory 
classes, and celebrations of 
individuality, Becker Middle 
School continues to build a 
community where students 
feel seen, supported, and em-
powered to grow.

By Chantel Boyer,
BMS Principal

REN AND ALEX at 
a rendezvous. (Photo 
by Penny Leuthard)

BOARD HIGHLIGHTS
This represents a summary of the Regular Meeting of the 

Board of Education of Big Lake Public Schools #727. A complete 
set of minutes will be on file at the District Office and on our web-
site at www.biglakeschools.org upon Board approval.
I.	 CALL TO ORDER 

The regular meeting of the Board of Education of Indepen-
dent School District No. 727, Big Lake Schools, was called 
to order on September 24, 2025.

II.	 ROLL CALL 
All Board members were present.

III.	 APPROVE AGENDA 
A motion passed to approve the agenda.

IV.	 PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Chair Reasoner and the Board led the Pledge of Allegiance.

V.	 OPEN FORUM 
Tim Myers addressed the board regarding the referendum.

VI.	 CONSENT AGENDA 
A motion passed to approve the following: 
    A. PREVIOUS MINUTES 
    B. CLAIMS AND ACCOUNTS 
    C. CREDIT CARD REPORT 
    D. PERSONNEL 
    E. APPROVE ONE READ POLICIES:

VII.	 DONATIONS 
A motion passed to approve the donations.

VIII.	FINANCIAL REPORT 
A motion passed to approve the financial report as pre-
sented.

IX.	 APPROVE PAY 2026 PRELIMINARY LEVY CERTIFI-
CATION 
A motion passed to approve the levy at maximum.

X.	 DISTRICT GOALS 
Assistant Superintendent of Teaching and Learning, Minda 
Anderson, reviewed the district’s goals.

XI.	 SCHOOL BOARD COMMITTEE/REPRESENTATIVE 
UPDATES

XII.	 SCHOOL BOARD STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE RE-
PORT

XIII.	SCHOOL BOARD RECOGNITION 
Superintendent Truebenbach recognized the school board 
members for their dedication and commitment to Big Lake 
Schools.

XIV.	SUPERINTENDENT REPORT
XV.	 ADJOURNMENT 

A motion passed to adjourn the meeting.
(Published in the Patriot: 10/04/25.)

TOWN OF BECKER
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given that the Becker Town Board will hold 
their monthly meeting at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, October 20, 2025, 
at Becker Town Hall, 12165 Hancock Street. The Town Board will 
meet to consider the following application(s) and other related topics.  
Beginning at approximately 7:01 p.m. and following:

Public hearing as follows: 
1. Owner Central Sota Cooperative, Applicant Steffes 

Group, Eric Gabrielson. The owner and applicant have submitted 
a metes and bounds subdivision application for land currently rec-
ognized by parcel identification 05-00108-4100 in S8, T34N, R28 
of Becker Township, Sherburne County, Minnesota.  The planned 
subdivision to occur at the gravel road 82nd Street SE. 

2. Owner Central Sota Cooperative, Applicant Steffes 
Group, Eric Gabrielson. The owner and applicant have submitted 
a metes and bounds subdivision application for land currently recog-
nized by parcel identification 05-00109-2400 in S9, T34N, R28 of 
Becker Township, Sherburne County, Minnesota. The planned sub-
division is to separate the house with 20 acres from the remainder 
of the farmland.

Anyone interested in this request is encouraged to attend and 
comment at the Public Hearing.  If you wish to attend via Zoom, 
contact the clerk for details.  If you have questions regarding the re-
quests please contact the clerk at Becker Township Hall, 12165 Han-
cock Street, Becker, MN, 763-261-5301.  If you are unable to attend 
please provide written comment to clerk at P.O. Box 248, Becker, 
MN  55308 or by email to clerk@beckertownship.org by 4:00 p.m., 
October 20, 2025. 
/s/ Lucinda Messman
Clerk, Becker Township
(Published in the Patriot:10/04/25.)

Auctions

•••••• UPCOMING AUCTIONS ••••••

THIS IS A PARTIAL LISTING. B.P. & MN tax applies. 
See website for more: 
www.midwestauctions.com/sharer 
Keith Sharer Auction Service

320-267-1963

3825 Shadowood Dr. NE. Sauk Rapids, MN  
Directions: St. Cloud, E. on Hwy 23 Left 0n 40th (Follow Signs)

SUNDAY
OCTOBER 5TH @ 11:00 AM
ANTIQUES, HOUSEHOLD & TOOLS

SUNDAY
OCTOBER 12TH @ 11:00 AM

ANTIQUES, HOUSEHOLD & TOOLS

Antiques, Collectibles, Household & décor’, 
Furniture, Tools & outdoor, Yard & garden & Shop

Now Taking Consignments

Quality Building Supplies 
at Affordable Prices

Since 1975

BOOK YOUR ORDER!

Call for a FREE estimate
117th Ave., Milaca

(north end of Milaca off Central Ave)

BUILDING
$PECIAL$

320-983-6304 • 1-800-818-1846

LATCHAM-LIND LUMBER &
POST FRAME BUILDINGS Submitted Article

Seventeen photographs, 
culled from the Sherburne 
County Historical Society’s 
photograph collection, are on 
exhibition at the Sherburne 
History center starting Sept. 
23, 2025.

This exhibit shows a 
variety of photographs in the 
society’s archives collection, 
from the late 19th and early 
20th centuries, incorporating 
an image from each town-
ship and village in Sherburne 
County during this time inter-
val. Townships included in 
the exhibit include: Baldwin, 

Becker, Big Lake, Blue Hill, 
Clear Lake, Elk River, Haven, 
Livonia, Orrock, Palmer, and 
Santiago. Villages included 
are: Becker, Big Lake, Clear 
Lake, Elk River, Zimmerman 
and Cable (an unincorporated 
community).

Later on in the 20th cen-
tury, if the village had not 
already changed incorpora-
tion to that of a city, by Jan, 
1, 1974 a Minnesota statute 
enacted that all remaining 
villages to be established as 
cities.

The exhibit runs until 
until Nov, 26, 2025.

The Sherburne History 

Center is located at 10775 
27th Ave. SE, Becker, MN 
55308 and specializes in the 
history of Sherburne County 
through museum exhibi-
tions, a reference library, an 
archives and a Legacy Trail 
with historic structures. It is 
open Tuesday - Friday: 10 
a.m. - 5 p.m., Saturday: 9 a.m. 
– 4 p.m. The Sherburne His-
tory Center is also currently 
showing the award winning 
exhibition: Life on the Edge.

For more information 
contact the Sherburne History 
Center at www.sherburnehis-
torycenter.org or (763) 261-
4433.

Township & Village Photo Exhibit 
coming to Sherburne History Center



Area News

Thank you to our advertisers for helping the 
Patriot stay “free” to our readers!

We slaughter in-house
Call to book an appointment!

FORMERLY T&R MEATS

105 PINE ST., CLEARWATER • 320-558-6390

• Steaks • Pork Chops • Brats 
• Hot Dogs • Hamburgers 

• Chicken • Roasts & More!

Wild Game Trimming
(Boneless only)
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Keller Lake Commons in Big Lake, now an Assisted Living Community 
offering full apartments ranging from 644 to 956 square feet. Cable is included in rents 

for private pay and housing support (formerly known as GRH) renters. Accepting EW and 
CADI. For more information please contact Nicole Gilder, Housing Director at 

763-263-2363 or check us out online at www.kellerlakecommons.com

WE ARE CURRENTLY TAKING
SEADOO AND OTHER PERSONAL 

WATERCRAFTS FOR WINTERIZATION!

12287 Hancock Street, Becker

320-760-7280

WWW.FOURSEASONSBUILDERSMN.COMWWW.FOURSEASONSBUILDERSMN.COM

MN BC808177

 ROOFING
SIDING

    WINDOWS
      GUTTERS

See our Facebook page 
for more information. 
Sponsored by Big Lake 
American Legion Post 147
and Legion Auxiliary Unit 147

Veteran Dinner!
FREE Dinner for Veteran 
& Active Military and a Guest. 

Broasted Chicken Dinner
Catered by 
Lake Café

Sat, Oct. 11th 
from 11-2pm (or until gone)
Big Lake Twp. Hall , 21960 Co. Rd. 5 
(Lions Park) Indoor seating.

MN Made Craft & Business Expo
Kick start your Holiday shopping!

Wide selection of great crafts made by MN Crafters

Saturday, October 11th, 9am-2pm

Hosted by Epic Events!

SEE YOU 
THERE!

Sartell Community Center
850-19th St. S., Sartell, MN

Win instant 
prizes!

FREE 
Admission!

Corn maze, hay rides & games  
The Barn boutique is filled with 

fall décor,  60+ varieties of 
pumpkins, gourds & squash, 

honey, popcorn  
and so much more! 

9241 100th Ave SE,  
Clear Lake 

Open Sept.1- Oct. 31 
 

763-670-8995 

9241 100th Ave SE, Clear Lake
Open Sept. 1- Oct. 31

763-670-8995

Corn Maze, hay rides & games
The Barn Boutique is filled 

with fall décor, 60+ varieties of 
pumpkins, gourds & squash, 

honey, popcorn and 
so much more!

Ariel Ewing is

90 
years 

old

Open House 
is Sunday, OCt. 5, 

2pm-5pm
at her home at 
17990 Co. Rd. 14 

NW, Big Lake, MN

Hosted by her 
family

Scan Me!

Ronneby 320-968-4197 

Under new ownership! Under new ownership! 
- Darin & Jordan Agnew -- Darin & Jordan Agnew -

Meat Raffles & Horse Races 
Saturdays @ 3pm

Homemade Soups & Chilis 
Every day!

NEW Saturday Special
Prime Rib

Open Daily 
11am til close

“Good Times, Good Food & Good Friends”

info@gsc-mn.org  |  www.goodshepherdcampus.org

Looking for a new
place to call home?

Schedule a tour
(763) 450-6670

Now is a good time to make a move
into senior living. Great amenities,

fun activities, and the
companionship of friends make

senior living a great choice heading
into the fall and winter seasons.

New home

New friends
Live entertainment

CRAFT & BAKE SALE
Saturday, Oct. 11th from 9am-2pm

South Santiago Lutheran Church
14675-37th Street Clear Lake

Celebrating our 17th year!

20+ VENDORS! FOOD & REFRESHMENTS ALL DAY!
Door prize drawings!



Office of the Minnesota 
Secretary of State

Certificate of Incorporation
Minnesota Statutes, 

Chapter 333
The filing of an assumed 

name does not provide a user 
with exclusive rights to that 
name. The filing is required for 
consumer protection in order 
to enable customers to be able 
to identify the true owner of a 
business.
ASSUMED NAME: 
The Cave Wine & Spirits
PRINCIPAL PLACE OF 
BUSINESS: 14285 BANK ST 
BECKER MN 55308 USA
NAMEHOLDER(S): 
SV & Lee Enterprises LLC
ADDRESS: 14285 BANK ST 
BECKER MN 55308 US

If you submit an attachment, 
it will be incorporated into this 
document. If the attachment con-
flicts with the information specif-
ically set forth in this document, 
this document supersedes the data 
referenced in the attachment. 

By typing my name, I, the 
undersigned, certify that I am 
signing this document as the 
person whose signature is re-
quired, or as agent of the per-
son(s) whose signature would 
be required who has authorized 
me to sign this document on his/
her behalf, or in both capacities. 
I further certify that I have com-
pleted all required fields, and 
that the information in this doc-
ument is true and correct and in 
compliance with the applicable 
chapter of Minnesota Statutes. 
I understand that by signing 
this document I am subject to 
the penalties of perjury as set 
forth in Section 609.48 as if I 
had signed this document under 
oath.
SIGNED BY: Shou Lee
MAILING ADDRESS: 
None Provided
EMAIL FOR OFFICIAL NO-
TICES: slee217196@aol.com
Work Item: 1580578600022
Original File Number: 
1580578600022
STATE OF MINNESOTA
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 
OF STATE
FILED
09/20/2025 11:59 PM
/s/ Steve Simon
Secretary of State
(Published in the Patriot: 
09/27/25, 10/04/25.)
______________________________________________________

For your convenience we accept:
Classified Ad Deadline is 11 AM WEDNESDAY
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Classifieds
AUTOMOBILES
GOT AN UNWANTED CAR??? DO-
NATE IT TO PATRIOTIC HEARTS. 
Fast free pick up. Patriotic Hearts’ programs 
help veterans find work or start their own 
business. Call 24/7: 1-833-485-1046. (mcn)

Get a break on your taxes! Donate your 
car, truck, or SUV to assist the blind and 
visually impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost 
vehicle pickup and secure a generous tax 
credit for 2025. Call Heritage for the Blind 
Today at 1-855 977-7030 today! (mcn)

Donate your car, truck, boat, RV and 
more to support our veterans! Schedule 
a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup and receive 
a top tax deduction! Call Veteran Car Dona-
tions at 1-888-429-2331 today! (mcn)

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
FREE REPORT FOR Extra Income Seek-
ers. Discover how to earn $350 to $500 a 
day from home. Guaranteed. Call 24 hour 
recorded message. 1 (877) 634-4326 ad code 
MW01. (mcn)

CABLE/INTERNET
AFFORDABLE TV & INTERNET. If 
you are overpaying for your service, call now 
for a free quote and see how much you can 
save! 1-833-472-7954. (mcn)

DIRECTV- All your entertainment. Noth-
ing on your roof! Sign up for Directv and get 
your first three months of Max, Paramount+, 
Showtime, Starz, MGM+ and Cinemax in-
cluded. Choice package $84.99/mo. Some 
restrictions apply. Call DIRECTV 1-866-
296-1409. (mcn)

FINANCIAL
Inflation is at 40 year highs. Interest rates 
are way up. Credit Cards. Medical Bills. Car 
Loans. Do you have $10k or more in debt? 
Call NATIONAL DEBT RELIEF and find 
out how to pay off your debt for significantly 
less than what you owe! FREE quote: Call 
1-866-552-0649. (mcn)

HEALTH & MEDICAL
DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage for 
400 plus procedures. Real dental insurance 
-NOT just a discount plan. Do not wait! Call 
now! Get your FREE Dental Information Kit 
with all the details! 1-855-973-9175 www.
dental50plus.com/midwest #6258 (mcn)

PORTABLE OXYGEN CONCENTRA-
TOR May Be Covered by Medicare! Re-
claim independence and mobility with the 

compact design and long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free information kit! Call 844-
716-2411. (mcn)

STOP OVERPAYING FOR HEALTH 
INSURANCE! A recent study shows that a 
majority of people struggle to pay for health 
coverage. Let us show you how much you 
can save. Call Now for a no-obligation quote: 
1-888-772-8454. You will need to have your 
zip code to connect to the right provider. 
(mcn)

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY 
USERS! Discover Oxygen Therapy That 
Moves with You with Inogen Portable Ox-
ygen Concentrators. FREE information kit. 
Call 1-833-650-5916. (mcn)

HOME SERVICES
Don’t Pay For Covered Home Repairs 
Again! Our home warranty covers ALL 
MAJOR SYSTEMS AND APPLIANCES. 
We stand by our service and if we can’t fix 
it, we’ll replace it! Pick the plan that fits your 
budget! Call: 1-833-816-2128. (mcn)

WATER & FIRE DAMAGE RESTO-
RATION. Our trusted professionals will 
restore your home to protect your family and 
your home’s value! Call 24/7: 1-833-879-
1480. Mold Remediation services are also 
available! (mcn)’

MISCELLANEOUS
SunSetter. America’s Number One Aw-
ning! Instant shade at the touch of a button. 
Transform your deck or patio into an outdoor 
oasis. Up to 10-year limited warranty. Call 
now and SAVE $350 today! 1-855-462-
2330. (mcn)

NEED NEW FLOORING? Call today to 
schedule a FREE in-home estimate on Car-
peting & Flooring. Call Today! 1-833-641-
6323. (mcn)

INJURED IN AN ACCIDENT? Don’t 
Accept the insurance company’s first offer. 
Many injured parties are entitled to cash set-
tlements in the $1000’s. Get a free evaluation 
to see what your case is really worth. 100% 
Free Evaluation. Call Now: 1-833-879-1534. 
(mcn)

Prepare for power outages today with a 
Generac Home Standby Generator. Act 
now to receive a FREE 5-Year warranty with 
qualifying purchase. Call 1-877-228-5789 
today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just a 
generator. It’s a power move. (mcn)

NO MORE CLEANING OUT GUT-
TERS. Guaranteed! LeafFilter is backed 
by a no-clog guarantee and lifetime transfer-
rable warranty. Call today 1-855-577-1268 
to schedule a FREE inspection and no obli-
gation estimate. Plus get 75% off installation 
and a bonus $250 discount! Limited time 
only. Restrictions apply, see representative 
for warranty and offer details. (mcn)

The bathroom of your dreams in as lit-
tle as 1 day. Limited Time Offer - $1000 
off or No Payments and No Interest for 18 
months for customers who qualify. BCI Bath 
& Shower. Many options available. Quality 
materials & professional installation. Senior 
& Military Discounts Available. Call Today! 
1-833-618-1178. (mcn)

Replace your roof with the best looking 
and longest lasting material steel from 
Erie Metal Roofs! Three styles and mul-
tiple colors available. Guaranteed to last a 
lifetime! Limited Time Offer- up to 50% off 
installation + Additional 10% off install (for 
military, health workers & 1st responders.) 
Call Erie Metal Roofs: 1-844-907-2386. 
(mcn)

Over $50,000,000 in timeshare debt and 
fees cancelled in 2019. Get free informa-
tional package and learn how to get rid of 
your timeshare! Free consultations. Over 450 
positive reviews. Call 877-326-1608. (mcn)

Reach over 1.4 million homes for just 
$249! Advertise your business or item with a 
classified ad in the Midwest Free Community 
Papers. Simple, cost-effective, and powerful. 
One call, and you’re done! Boost your visi-
bility now! 888-899-6327. (mcn)

REAL ESTATE
WE BUY HOUSES for Cash AS-IS! No 
repairs. No fuss. Any condition. Easy pro-
cess: Call, get cash offer and get paid. Call 
today for your fair cash offer: 1-888-715-
0513. (mcn)

WANT TO BUY
CASH PAID FOR HIGH-END MEN’S 
SPORT WATCHES! Rolex, Breitling, 
Omega, Patek Philippe, Heuer, Daytona, 
GMT, Submariner and Speedmaster. Call 
1-833-641-6646. (mcn)

WE BUY VINTAGE GUITARS! Look-
ing for 1920-1980 Gibson, Martin, Fender, 
Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite, Ricken-
backer, Prairie State, D’Angelico, Stromberg. 
And Gibson Mandolins / Banjos. 1-833-641-
7028. (mcn)

Minnesota Newspaper Association Classifieds

                                     Week of October 5, 2025             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

MISCELLANEOUS

        
AGRICULTURE MISCELLANEOUS

WANTED TO BUY

Statewide 
Advertising

ONLY 
$279

Call Today!
612/332-8844

Classi  ed Advertising 
That is EASY

Your newspaper 
representative can 
provide complete 

details or you can call 
MNA: 612/332-8844

The Minnesota Classi  ed 
Advertising Network

Make an impact with your 
advertising dollar with 

classi  ed advertising that 
reaches over 1MILLION 

READERS

ATTENTION FARMERS 
Seeing white mold in your  elds? 
Noticing SDS? Share your location 
and enter to win FREE soybean seeds 
for 2026. Call Nolan 218/689-6367

WANTED: 
ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES 

Running or not. Titled or not. Will pick 
up. Cash in exchange. Sell now before 
prices fall. Call Dan at 612/720-2142

WE BUY HOUSES 
for cash AS IS! No repairs. No fuss. 
Any condition. Easy three step 
process: Call, get cash off er and get 
paid. Get your fair cash off er today by 
calling Liz Buys Houses: 844/978-0683

DON’T LET THE STAIRS 
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY! 

Discover the ideal solution for anyone
who struggles on the stairs, is con-
cerned about a fall or wants to 
regain access to their entire home. 
Call AmeriGlide today! 866/852-5506

GET BOOST INFINITE! 
Unlimited talk, text and data for just 
$25/mo! The power of 3 5G networks, one 
low price! Call today and get the latest 
iPhone every year on us! 855/849-6621

GET DISH 
SATELLITE TV + INTERNET! 

Free install, free HD-DVR 
upgrade, 80,000 on-demand movies,
plus limited time up to $600 
In gift cards. Call today! 855/562-4309

SAFE STEP 
North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. 
Comprehensive lifetime warranty.
Top-of-the-line installation and ser-
vice. Now featuring our FREE shower
package and $1,600 off  for a 
limited time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 833/966-3882

GET A BREAK ON YOUR TAXES! 
Donate your car, truck, or SUV to 
assist the blind and visually 
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost 
vehicle pickup and secure a generous 
tax credit for 2025. Call Heritage for 
the Blind Today at 844/220-9501 today! 

DEADLINES DEADLINES DEADLINES - Wed. by 11am

Announcements
Becker Area Senior 

Center (BASC)
Open Mon. - Fri. 5am-5pm. 

Becker Community Center: 
763-200-4271 .  Plann ing 
meeting 3rd Wed. @ 1pm. 

Becker American 
Legion Auxiliary

Auxiliary meetings from November 
to February are suspended.  We will 
meet again in March of 2025. Contacts 
are Paula Hinds 763.691.4405 cell 
and Nellie Simpson 763.482.0619.

Becker American 
Legion Post 193

Becker Legion meets the sec-
ond Tues. of every month at 7pm 
at Becker Legion (old fire hall.)

Becker AA Meeting
Becker Group of Alcoholics Anony-
mous meets Thurs., 8pm at Mary of 
the Visitation, 12100 Sherburne Ave, 
Becker. (320) 247-4732 or email  
beckeraagroupmn@gmail.com

Becker Lions Club
Meetings are held the sec-
ond Mon. each month at 7pm 
at Becker City Park’s Shelter.

Becker Sons of the American 
Legion Squadron 193

Meets the third Tues. of each month 
at 7 pm at Becker Legion (old 
fire hall). Looking for new mem-
bers. Andrew Lee (763) 482-9177.

Becker Beyond the Yellow 
Ribbon Meeting

The monthly meetings are held 6 
pm the third Thurs. of the month 
at Becker City Hall. (320) 980-
2752 or see the state website at  
www.beyondtheyellow ribbon.org.

Big Lake Senior Center
The Big Lake Senior Club 
meets Tues., 1-4pm, Big Lake 
City Hall, 160 Lake St. North. 

For more information, call: 
763-309-1010 or 612-219-1614. 

Big Lake American 
Legion Post #147

Meets the first Thurs. of the month @ 
7 pm. Tribune Building, 29 Lake St. 

Big Lake OPEN AA Meetings
Mon., 7pm at Saron Lutheran 

Church, Big Lake. Big Book Study, 
Handicap Accessible. Questions? 
Contact: Rob, (763) 218-5328.

The Big Lake American 
Legion Auxiliary 

Meets the first Tues. Mar.-
Dec.  at 6:30pm. Tribune Build-
ing, 29 Lake St. Kathy at (763) 
263-6093 for information.

Big Lake Beyond 
the Yellow Ribbon

The Big Lake Beyond the Yellow 
Ribbon meets at 6:30 pm on the third 
Mon., of each month in the Commu-
nity Room adjacent to the Big Lake 
Police Dept. & the Big Lake Library.

Big Lake Community 
Food Shelf 

The Big Lake Community 
Food Shelf hours of service are 
Mon. & Thurs. 5:30-7:30pm & 
Wed. 9-11am. www.blcfs.org.

The Big Lake Lions 
Looking for community minded peo-
ple to join our organization. If inter-
ested send a note to P.O. Box 128, Big 
Lake, MN 55309 or (763) 263-2218.

Big Lake Narcotics 
Anonymous Meetings

Big Lake Living Clean NA meeting 
Sun., 7pm, Bridgeview Assembly 
of God Church, 20500 Co. Rd. 11, 
Big Lake, MN, (763) 482-1695.

Big Lake Women of Today
Hold a monthly general meet-
ing at Senior Activity Center lo-
cated in the Big Lake City Office 
Building on the 3rd Thurs. of the 
month @ 7pm. www.biglake-
w o m e n o f t o d a y . w e b s . c o m .

Clear Lake Legion
Meets the second Tues. of the month 
at 4180 105th Ave., Clear Lake. 
The Legion will meet at 7:30 p.m. 
New members are always welcome. 
Bud Stimmler at (320) 761-5793.

Clear Lake Lions
Meets the first & third Tues. of the 
month at Palmer Twp. Hall at 7 
p.m. New members are always wel-
come. www.clearlakelionsmn.org.

Clearwater American Legion 
Post 323 & Auxiliary

Meets the second Thurs. of the 
month. Auxiliary 6:30 p.m., S.A.L. 
at 7 p.m., Legion at 7:30 p.m. at 
Clearwater Legion, Clearwater.

Clearwater/Clear Lake 
Food Shelf

Open Mon. 5:30-7 p.m., Tues., 
9-11 a.m. & 6-8 p.m., Wed., 3-5 
p.m. in the brown Lions Commu-
nity Building beneath the water 
tower in Clearwater. Servicing resi-
dents of Clearwater and Clear Lake.

Clearwater Lions Club
Meets second Tues, of the month 
at 8 p.m. Clearwater Pavilion. 
www.clearwater l ionsmn.com

Snake River Free Church
Hymn sing Oct. 12 4:30 p.m. 5 mi. N 
of Hwy. 10 on Co. Rd. 11, 1.5 mi. E 
on Co. Rd. 5, 3/4 mi. N on 180th St. 
(8940 180th Ave. SE). For more info, 
email maryerickson41@yahoo.com

Farm Friends Barn 
The Farm Friends Barn Board of 
Directors meet the 4th Monday of 
every month from April thru Decem-
ber at the Barn at 10782 27th Ave 
Se in Becker.  During the months 
of January thru March the meet-
ings are held at Becker City Hall.  
All Board Meetings start at 3pm.

Rejoice Lutheran 
Rejoice Lutheran Young at Heart, 
Clearwater for ages 55+ held 
the 3rd Thursday each month 
at 10:30 am. 320-558-6851.

Knights of Columbus 
130th Year Festival Sunday, July 
13 in Duelm. Open at 11 a.m.

OUTDOOR FURNACES NO-
TICE - Outdoor furnace, parts 
and supplies are in high de-
mand and have limited avail-
ability. With approximate lead 
times of about 8 months, plan 
and look ahead. Reserve now 
to have one to install for this 
summer or fall installation. We 
feature Central Boiler furnaces 
and products for complete in-
stallation. We have financing 
available, and up to a $2,000 
tax credit available on select 
models. Reserve today. Call 
or go online, 763-972-6255; 
classactfurnace.com.       ________________________

Outdoor Furnaces

220 USED CARS to choose 
from. We also BUY used cars. 
Guaranteed Approval! Morrie’s 
Auto Connection, 559 Hwy 10, 
St. Cloud (next to the red barn 
Dairy Queen). 320-229-1900. 
Apply online at: 
www.MorriesAutoConnection.com
________________________

Used Cars

To place your ad, call 763.275.0275 or stop by our office at 
14054 Bank Street, Becker • Website: www.patriotnewsmn.com

HANSON PAVING. Residen-
tial & commercial. Driveways, 
parking lots, asphalt, paving & 
asphalt patchwork. No job too 
small. Call for a free estimate 
at 320-259-7874 office. 3636 
Quail Rd., Sauk Rapids. We 
accept Visa & Mastercard. 
www.hansonpaving,com
_______________________

Asphalt/Blacktop

MURPHY
CHEVROLET

New & Used Cars & Trucks
(320) 968-6239

www.murphychevrolet.com

Automotive

TOTAL LAWN CARE, INC. 
Locally owned & operated 
since 1985. Fertilization, core 
aeration, guaranteed control 
of: weeds, crabgrass, mos-
quitoes, ants/ticks/spiders, 
grubworms and Emerald Ash 
Borer. Experience the differ-
ence. 320-685-4131. 
www.totallawn.us
________________________

Lawn Care

HASSAN SAND & GRAVEL 
has a large selection of dec-
orative rock, pulverized & 
screened topsoil, all types 
of driveway aggregates, 
wood & rubber mulch, land-
scape supplies, play/volley-
ball/mason sand, fieldstone 
boulders, steps & natural 
quarry stone, synthetic turf 
products. M-F 7am-4pm & 
Sat, 7am-noon. 13530 Wil-
liamdale Rd., Rogers. 763-
428-2393. 
www.HassanSand.com
Clip this ad & save $20 off 
your purchase of $100 or 

more! Exp. 10/20/25

Landscaping

Public Notice

Obituaries

James Sheffield Lee, aged 86, of Waite 
Park, MN (formerly of Clearwater, MN) 
was surrounded by his family when 
he went to his eternal home in 
heaven on September 23, 
2025. Visitation and funeral 
services will be held on Sat-
urday, October 4 at Cal-
vary Community Church 
with a visitation at 9 a.m. 
and services officiated by 
Pastor Doug Fern at 11 
a.m. and internment to fol-
low at Acacia Cemetery in 
Clearwater.

Lee was born on August 15, 
1939, just 20 minutes after his twin 
brother John, in St. Cloud, MN to John and 
Edith Lee. He grew up on the family home-
stead in Clearwater and farmed alongside 
his father and many uncles in the Clearwater 
area. He attended country school at District 
18, a one room schoolhouse in Clearwater 
Township, up through the eighth grade and 
then finished his high school at Annandale 
High School. In school he played the clari-
net in the band, participated in the produc-
tion of Annie Get Your Gun, and was an 
active member of both 4H and the FFA. 
After graduating from high school, he con-
tinued farming on the homestead for several 
years along with working at Camp Koino-
nia on Lake Sylvia.  In 1969 he continued 
his education and his interest in agriculture 
by attending Canby Technical Institute and 
graduating with a degree in Soil Science.

He then spent many years working in 
and managing grain elevators in Hastings 
and Centra Sota in Annandale. He later 
found a new career when he began work 
as an Abstractor with Tri County Abstract 
and Title. He loved digging into the records 
at the courthouse to ensure the property ab-
stract was clear.  After he retired from there 
in 2004 he worked part time for Clearwater 
Township where he kept up the building and 
maintained the lawn and landscaping.

In the summer of 1969, he met Sharon 
Tobin and the two were joined in marriage 
August 29, 1970, at Riverview Baptist in 
West St Paul MN.  Jim and Sharon started 
their family with the birth of their son James 
in May 1971 and then Rebecca in 1974. 
They moved back to the family farm in 
1977 where they raised sheep, sweet corn, 
and kept a large garden with two of his fa-
vorites to grow – potatoes and squash (win-

ter squash, not zucchini). He spent many 
hours over the years attending his kids (and 

later grandkids) concerts, games, 
marching alongside the band in 

the summer, and countless 
other school events all while 
keeping up the farm. To the 
end, he was a dedicated 
Annandale Cardinals fan 
and loved to watch foot-
ball and basketball games 
and see how the players 

developed over the years.
He loved to work in his 

gardens and in his retirement 
built out and took great pride 

in beautiful flower gardens on the 
farmstead. In those years he also had his fa-
ther’s original 1942 John Deere B restored 
and loved to crank that flywheel and hear 
that unique John Deere sound as he put-
tered around the farm. He enjoyed reading, 
studying family history, watching Lawrence 
Welk, and listening to his favorites like 
Whoopie John and Sousa marches.

He was a member of Calvary Commu-
nity Church for 43 years where he served as 
a trustee, usher, and served in the nursery.

A special thanks from his family to 
the nurses, volunteers, and staff at Quiet 
Oaks Hospice and CentraCare Hospice for 
helping Jim and the family in his final days. 
Your kindness and compassion are amaz-
ing.

He is survived by his loving wife Sha-
ron, son James Lee of St Cloud, daughter 
Rebecca (Brenton) Bills of Rockford, 
grandchildren Johnathan Lee, Katherine 
Bills, and David Bills, brother John (Mar-
ilyn) Lee of St Cloud, cousin Pete (Pat) 
Hansen of Mankato, brother in law Robert 
(Mary) Tobin of Stone Mountain, GA, sis-
ter in law Audrey Mathews of Draper, SD, 
and many  nieces, nephews and other loved 
ones.

He was preceded in death by his par-
ents, infant son Brian, sister Karen Mol, 
brother-in-law Cliff Mol, sister-in-law 
Jeanette Hildebrandt, brother-in-law Philip 
Mathews, nephew Steven Lee, cousins, and 
many aunts and uncles including his special 
aunt Dr Katherine Elizabeth Lee.

In lieu of flowers the family invites you 
to honor Jim with a contribution to Calvary 
Community Church, Quiet Oaks Hospice, 
or the Cardinal Athletic Foundation.

James Sheffield Lee, 86
Waite Park, MN 

(formerly of Clearwater, MN)
August 15, 1939 - September 23, 2025

Marilyn Jean Arthur (nee Johnson), 
age 74 of Big Lake, MN unexpectedly 
passed away Monday, September 22, 
2025 at the Monticello Hospital. She 
was born June 15, 1951 in Monticello, 
MN as the fourth of five children to 
Oscar and Elsie Johnson.

She grew up in rural 
Big Lake and graduated 
from Big Lake High 
School in 1969 where 
she played alto sax in 
the school band. After 
graduating she moved 
with some cousins to 
a house in Minneap-
olis where she worked 
for Aetna insurance.

Marilyn was married 
to Joseph (Joe) for 43 years, 
they were married at the Little 
Brown Church in Nashua, Iowa in 
1974 at Marilyn’s mother’s suggestion. 
They took the Greyhound bus to their 
wedding and honeymooned in Chicago 
before returning to live in South Minne-
apolis where they welcomed their son, 
Chad Peter, born in 1977.  In 1979 they 
moved to Big Lake and welcomed their 
daughter, Angela Joy, in 1980.

While the children were young Mar-
ilyn worked part-time in the cafeteria at 
Becker schools, Beck’s greenhouse in 
Elk River, and FSI in Monticello.

Once the children were in school 
full-time Marilyn worked for Ander-
son-Gilyard in Becker, MN for 17 years, 
she then cared for her mother, Elsie, 
until her death at 101 yrs old. Marilyn 
worked as the custodian at Becker Bap-

tist Church for 20+ years and continued 
working there until the time of her death.

Marilyn loved finding a good deal! 
One of her joys was collecting items to 
be included in shoeboxes for Opera-

tion Christmas Child. She was also 
very dedicated to her family 

and loved helping with 
her grandchildren and 

great-grandchildren 
who brought her great 
joy.

Marilyn was pre-
ceded in death by her 
parents, Oscar and 
Elsie Johnson; hus-

band, Joseph; brothers: 
Roger Johnson, Glenn 

Johnson, and Kenneth 
Johnson.

She is survived by her son, Chad 
Arthur (Carol) of Big Lake, MN; daugh-
ter, Angie Agner (Dale) of Omaha, NE; 
grandchildren: Logan, Hanna, Madelyn; 
great-grandchildren: O’hana, Scarlett, 
Ziyah, Savannah; brother Donald (Deb-
bie); sisters-in-law Gwen and Laurel; 
many nieces and nephews, cousins, and 
others that will miss her very much.

A celebration of Marilyn’s life 
will take place at 11:00 a.m. on Sat-
urday, October 4, visitation at 10:00 
a.m., luncheon to follow service at 
Becker Baptist Church in Becker, MN 
763.261.4202.

In lieu of flowers, please assemble 
an OCC shoebox and/or make a con-
tribution to Operation Christmas Child.

Marilyn Jean Arthur 
(nee Johnson), 74

Big Lake, MN
June 15, 1951 - September 22, 2025



 Page 5 • Patriot, Saturday, October 4, 2025

Be a Patriot Page 
Sponsor! Call 

763.275.0275 to 
secure your ad

Sports/Area News

PROUD SPONSOR
OF THE 

NEWSPAPER,
EVENTS, ACTIVITIES

AND BUSINESSES
IN OUR LOCAL

COMMUNITIES!

763-262-5850
tjpottertrucking.com

Business & Professional 
Services  Directory

Attorneys

PETERSON - 
GRIMSMO

FUNERAL CHAPEL
Serving your 

community since 1933
250 East Broadway

Monticello, MN 55362
763-295-2918

Our family serving yours!

Funeral

Serving the Metro &
Surrounding Areas Since 1967
www.c-sblacktopping.com
Major Credit Cards accepted 

FREE ESTIMATES
aa  ““ggrreeeenn””  ppaavviinngg  ccoonnttrraaccttoorr

RESIDENTIAL COMMERCIAL
PAVING CONTRACTORS

763.428.2225

Blacktopping

Mulch

15920 Hwy. 10, Becker • 763-262-0871

MULCH • ROCK • BLACK DIRT • SAND
Additional products available!
We can load or delivery available!
Open to the public 
Mon. - Fri., 7am to 5pm 
and Sat., 8am to noon

Providers of General and 
Coordinated Specialty 

Dentistry

Dr. Dean Calpas
Dr. Beth Amundson

Dr. Kira Powell

763-263-7100
FAX: 763-263-7114

20460 County Road 11 NW
Big Lake, MN 55309

www.monticellodentalcenter.com

Dental

Apply in person, 1 mile east of Becker, 
137th left, 1/8 mile on left. 612-747-0163    

NOW HIRING!
KASOWSKI GROUP

• FT FARM LABOR
• FT EQUIPMENT OPERATOR • FT FARM MECHANIC

BECKER PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS IS HIRING 

SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS!!

Up to $60 per route based on experience.
Benefits include: 
*Health, Dental, & LTD (Coverage year round)
* Paid personal, sick, and holidays
* PERA (Public Employee Retirement Assoc.)
* 403 (B) Matching Retirement Options

$2,000 SIGN ON BONUS!!

*NOW OFFERING PAID TRAINING

Contact us today! 
763-261-4588

*MINIMUM OF 3.5 HOURS A DAY WITH 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR MORE

Developing Self-Directed Learners to 
Thrive in a Changing Global Community

Employment

320-743-2479 
• dahlensheetmetal@frontier.com

Clear Lake, MN
www.dahlensheetmetal.com

763-262-1454
Becker, MN

763-452-2500
Big Lake, MN

320-743-2204
Clear Lake, MN

FUNERAL HOME • CREMATION SERVICES

www.williamsdingmann.com

FAMILY FUNERAL HOMES

SPONSORED BY:

8852 Cty Rd 23
Becker, MN 

Phone:
763.261.5656

Ralph du Monceaux, Owner
Free Loaners ~ Free Estimates 

~ Honest Work

763-261-5656
Ralph’s

Auto Body

• BECKER
Grace Lutheran Church (LCMS)
Pastor: David M. Johnson, 763-262-7782, 11185 27th Ave SE. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am, Sun. School 10:30am, Wed. J.U.M.P. 6pm.
Becker Baptist Church
Pastors: Nathan Bucher (Senior), Kevin Drehmel (Youth) & Amy Drehmel 
(Dir. of Child/Fam. Ministry), 763-261-4202, 11951 Hancock St. Services: 
Sun. Worship/Children 10:30am. During the school year: AWANA for 
Kids/Sun. School 9:15am. Midweek Connect for Kids 6:30pm. Please reg-
ister Kids on our webite. Youth Group: Wed. 6:30pm. www.beckerbaptist.
org. 
Becker Evangelical Free Church
Pastors: Gerald Deppa (Interim Senior), Chris Salvevold (Youth), 763-261-
4125, Becker High School, Office: 11373 150th Ave SE. Services: Sun. 
Worship/Teaching/Fellowship 10am.
Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 12100 Sherburne Ave. Services: Sat. 
Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8:30am & 10:30am. Masses held 1st, 3rd & 5th Sun-
days of the month. (Masses held on 2nd & 4th Sundays in Big Lake).
Faith (Becker) Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Yolanda Denson-Byers & Vicar Molly Wills, 763-261-5751, 11755 
Sherburne Ave. Services: Sun. Worship 9:30am (Holy Communion on the 
1st & 3rd Sundays) Nursery available. Sun. school 9:55am, Refreshments 
& fellowship at 10:30am, Wed. programs: 6:00pm Wed. Worship, 6:30pm 
7th – 9th grade confirmation, 7:30pm Youth Group 1st & 3rd Wed. Bible 
Studies: Tues. 9:00am www.faithlutheran-becker.org.
Oakwood Community Church Assemblies of God
Pastors: Gerry Bass & Sarah, 763-220-6004, 13140 1st St (SW Corner of 
Becker Furniture World). Services: Sun. Bible Study/Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Snake River Free Church
Pastor: Steve Johnston, 612-219-8648, 180th St SE. Services: Sun. Worship/
Sun. School 10:30am., Hymn Sing is second Sun. of every month.
Becker Christian Center & Abundant Grace Church
Pastor: Ken Hanson, 763-262-2177, 15455 59th St SE. Services: Sun. Praise 
& Worship 9:30am, Wed. Family Fellowship 7pm.
Beacon House of Prayer
Pastors: Brian & Linda Holmes, 763-263-3771, 12264 Pleasant Ave. Ser-
vices: Thurs. Worship 6:30pm.
Free Grace United
Pastor: Kevin Wilson, 763-245-0001, Becker High School, 12000 Hancock 
St, Enter door 11. Services: Wed. Worship 6:30pm.

• BIG LAKE
Acts Seventh-Day Adventists Community Church
Pastor: Bill Nixon, 763-263-2287, 20455 187th Ave NW. Services: Sat. 
Worship 9am, Sat. Sabbath School 10:15am.
Bethany Bible Church
763-263-2167, 511 Eagle Lake Road. Services: Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Bridgeview Assembly of God
Pastor: Steve Royalty, 763-263-6274, 20500 County Road 11. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am & 10:45am, Wed. groups (kids/youth/adults) 6:30pm.
SVEA Hill Covenant Church
Pastor: Don Bellach, 763-263-6322, 16392 235th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Cornerstone Baptist Church
Pastor: Gordon Langdon, 763-263-7878, 15300 County Road 35. 
Hope Lutheran Church (ELCA) in Orrock
763-262-0028. www.hopeintherefuge.weebly.com.
IFLESIA AMOR VIVIENTE Living Love Church
Pastores: Juan & Patricia Aguayo, 763-607-5403, 21 Lake St N. Services: 
Sat. 6pm.
Lord of Glory Lutheran Church
Pastor: Marty Mably, 763-263-3090, 15550 190th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
8am & 10:30am.
Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 440 Lake St N. Services: Sat. Mass 
5pm; Sun. 8:30am & 10:30am. Masses held on 2nd & 4th Sundays of the 
month (Masses held on 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays in Becker).
Riverside Church
Online: www.myrc.church, 763-263-2410, 20314 County Road 14. Ser-
vices: Sun 8:45am, 10:30am & 12:05pm.
Saron Lutheran Church
Pastor: Kyle Sidlo, 763-263-2209, 311 Lake St. S. Services: Sun. Worship 

9:30am, indoors or livestream.
Spirit Life Church
763-262-LIFE, 221 Lake St N. Services Sun. mornings 9:45am. Going 
Deeper Sun. 9am. Prophetic Praayer Wed. 7pm.

• SANTIAGO
South Santiago Lutheran Church ELCA
Pastor: Allison Peterson, 763-662-2048, 14675 37th St. Services: Sun. 8am. 
and 10 am, Sun. School 9am.
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church E.L.S. & Princeton Evangelical School
Pastor: Timothy Zenda, 763-662-2570, 18977 17th St. Services: Sun. 
School/Bible Class 10:30am, Divine Worship 9am.
Glendorado Lutheran (ELCA)
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Shari Routh, 920-573-0193, 1100 186th Ave NE. Services: Sun 
Good Shepherd 9am, Sun. Glendorado 10:30am.
Gethsemane Church (ELCA) – Ronneby
Pastor: Barbara Peterson, 320-983-5002, 14478 78th St. NE. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Glendorado Evangelical Country Church
Pastor: Sam Alfano, 763-662-2244, 16999 Glendorado Road NE. Services: 
Sun. School 9:30am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• CLEAR LAKE
Living Waters Church
320-699-0876, 7830 Church St. Services: Sun. Worship 10am, Starting in 
Sept. Wed. night Ladies in Recovery study at 6:30pm.
Trinity Lutheran Church Missouri Synod
Pastor: Josh Reber, 320-743-2919, 8641 Main Ave. Services: Sun. Worship 
8:45am, Sun. School 9:45am.
SHED Church - Non-Denomination in Palmer
Pastor: TBD, 320-241-0123, Palmer Town Hall, 4180 105th Ave. Services: 
Sun. 5pm. www.shedchurch.org.
St. Marcus Catholic Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-743-2481, 8701 Main Ave. Services: Mon.  
& Wed. Mass 8am, Sat. Confessions 4:15pm, Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. 8am.

• DUELM
St. Lawrence Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-968-7502, 10915 Duelm Road NE. Ser-
vices: Sun. Mass 10am, Tues. Mass 8am.

• CLEARWATER
Clearwater United Methodist Church
Pastor: Alison Hendley, 320-558-2581, 405 Main St. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9:30am.
Freedom Bible Baptist Church
320-434-347, 605 Lime St. (Old Clearwater Post Office). Services: Sun. 
Prayer 9am, Sun. School 9:30am, Sun. Worship 10:45am.
Rejoice Lutheran Church – ELCA
Pastor: Jim Bump, 320-558-6851, 1155 County Road 75.  
Services: Sun. School that begins in Worship 9:30am.  
Livestream worship at Rejoice’s Youtube Channel,  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsJGuBda4orT9TWYii5wmGw
Church of St. Luke
Father: Dennis Backer, 320-558-2124, 17545 Huber Ave NW. Services: 
Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8am & 10am, Weekday Mass Tues.-Fri. 8am/
Sat. 9am.
Tri-County Alliance Church
Pastor: David Fogal, 320-558-2750, 8464 160th St NW. Services: Sun. 
School 9am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• SILVER CREEK
Immanuel Lutheran Church
Pastor: Ken Tatkenhorst, 763-878-2820, 11390 Elliot Ave NW. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am
Silver Creek Community Church
Pastor: Zach Pryor, 320-963-3957, 4282 114th St NW. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9am, Sun. Fellowship 10am, Sun. School 10:30am. 

• SAINT CLOUD
Faith Lutheran Church
Pastor: Joshua Reber, 320-252-3315, 3000 County Road SE. Worship: Sun. 
10:15am.

RYAN HUBBARD
763-263-8334 

RESIDENTIAL  • COMMERCIAL - AGRICULTURAL

6715 125th Ave - Clear Lake, MN
320.743.2387 • Cell: 320.290.9843

Scott & Tonia Ulsby

KEN GEROUX CONSTRUCTION
C O R P O R A T I O N

Integrity • Excellence
Uncompromising Customer Satisfaction

Lic. #BC002757
Big Lake • 763-263-6878

Order Online!

Becker Pizza Depot
The Area’s Best Pizza -- Ask Anyone!

14281 Bank Street, Becker • 763-262-2700
www.BeckerPizzaDepot.com • Facebook: Pizza Depot

Pizza, Wings & More

290 EAGLE LAKE RD. N. BIG LAKE
763-263-3262 • WWW.CORNEROAKSDENTAL.COM

FAMILY & COSMETIC DENTISTRY

DR. REED DILL & 
DR. PETER KUEFLER

16455 122nd St Becker MN 55308

763-263-9471

Big Lake

 763-263-6350
parkdental.com

Church DirectoryChurch DirectoryChurch Directory

320-743-2479 
• dahlensheetmetal@frontier.com

P.O. Box 646 • Becker, MN 55308
www.dahlensheetmetal.com

Becker 763-261-4200  |  Princeton 763-389-4099
Monticello 763-271-7177

www.sherburnestatebank.com

Your Hometown Bank

Sherburne
State Bank

Member 
FDIC

763-262-4237

M-F
8AM-

4:30PM

Owner: Chad Schwintek
13050 1st Street Becker, MN 55308

24 
HOUR
Towing & recovery

19640 200th Ave., Big Lake

• Family Owned 
    & Operated
• Light, Medium and 
    Heavy Duty  Towing 

• Lockouts 
• Jump Starts 
• Winch Recovery

www.bobstowingandrecovery.com

• BIG LAKE 
• ELK RIVER 
• MONTICELLO

Join your neighbors and friends to gain information ~ Enjoy coffee and refreshments in a
relaxing and friendly atmosphere ~ Enter a door prize drawing. The seminar date is quickly

approaching, so please call us at 763.452.2500 to make your reservations TODAY!

FREE Advance Planning Seminar

Tuesday, September 17, 2019
6:30 - 8:00 p.m.

Williams Dingmann Funeral Home
611 Rose Dr

Big Lake, MN 55309
RSVP: 763.452.2500

Be Our Guest

763-262-1454 - Becker
763-452-2500 - Big Lake

320-743-2204 - Clear Lake
williamsdingmann.com

Electrical

Sheet Metal

Funeral

BECKER PUBLIC SCHOOLS IS HIRING! 
BE A PART OF OUR TEAM!

for information on all our openings, please visit www.becker.k12.mn.us
Questions?  Contact AngelA Oswald @ 763-261-4502, option 3

2025-26 School Year Substitutes:
• TEACHERS

• PARAPROFESSIONALS
• CUSTODIANS

• FOOD SERVERS/
DISHWASHERS

• BUS AND VAN DRIVERS

COME JOIN THE CUSTODIAL AND MAINTENANCE TEAM AT BECKER 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS WHERE EVERY SKILL LEVEL CAN THRIVE!

Are you ready to be part of a team that values YOU? 
Becker Public Schools is looking for enthusiastic individuals of all skill levels to join 
our custodial and maintenance team. Whether you’re just starting out or bringing 
years of experience, we welcome candidates of all skill levels who are passionate 
about creating a clean, safe, and positive learning environment for our students.

What We Offer:
 •  Total Wellness Package: Comprehensive medical, dental, and life 
    insurance plans.
 •  Time Off / Flexible Summer Hours: Generous paid time off, paid 
     holidays, and flexible summer hours for a healthy work-life balance.
 •  Financial Security: Pension plans and employer retirement matches.
 •  Training & Development: Continuous opportunities to enhance your   
    skills and advance your career.

Why Choose Us:
 •  Purposeful Work: Contribute to the well-being and success of students  
    by maintaining a clean and safe school environment.
 •  On-the-Job Training: We provide training and onboarding for all new   
    hires to ensure you have the tools necessary to succeed in your role.
 •  Work-Life Balance: We offer generous paid time off, including holidays,  
    because we understand the importance of rest and rejuvenation.
 •  Recognition: Your hard work doesn’t go unnoticed – we appreciate and  
    celebrate our team’s achievements.
 •  Inclusive Team: Join a supportive team that values each member’s   
    unique skills and perspectives.
 •  Stability: Full-time positions with competitive benefits.

Responsibilities:
 •  General Cleaning: Perform routine cleaning tasks in classrooms, offices,  
    restrooms, and common areas.
 •  Basic Maintenance: Assist in minor maintenance tasks and report facility  
    issues promptly.
 •  Maintain Campus Safety: Follow safety standards, procedures, and   
    guidelines at all times.
 • Community Engagement: Be a friendly face in the school community, 
    interacting positively with students and staff.

Qualifications:
 •  Education: High School Diploma, or equivalent.
 •  Basic Skills: Ability to learn and use cleaning equipment and supplies.
 •  Physical Capability: Ability to lift up to 50 pounds and perform physical  
    tasks.
 •  Good Communication: Effective communication skills and a customer-  
    service-oriented mindset.

Attributes of Successful Candidates:
 • Thrive in fast-paced environments.
 • Take pride in your work and maintain a positive attitude.
 •  Quickly adapt to change and different work scenarios.
 •  Comfortable with being on your feet.

How to Apply: 
Apply online: www.applitrack.com/becker/onlineapp/

For questions about the position, please contact Rick Kraus, 
Director of Building and Grounds, at 763-261-6345 or 

rkraus@isd726.org

Expires 11/15/25

Expires 11/15/25

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 612/332-8844.  Thank you.

MDAN

2x4
2x8

2x2

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 10/5/2025 Central

WWW.SUNRISEAGCOOP.COM

Hopper Bottom Driver | Starting at $24/hour
Employment Opportunity
Duties include hauling grain and commodities. Class A, drug test and DOT 
requirements. Able to lift 50 pounds, self-motivated and able to work 
independently. 

Sunrise Ag off ers competitive wages, 
a great benefi t package including 
health, dental, 401K, paid time off , 
vacation to all full time employees.  
Applications can be found at 
www.sunriseagcoop.com or can be 
picked up at the Buckman location.  
For more information, please contact 
Jason at 320-468-6433 or by email at 
jason@sunriseagcoop.com.  

HIRING!HIRING!
APPLY
NOW!

APPLY ONLINE AT
www.beckercommunitycenter.com/employment

EVENING CUSTODIAN 

Employee receives a FREE BCC Membership and a
discounted membership for family members.

The Becker Community Center is currently accepting applications
for  part-time, evening Custodial Workers. 

This position would primarily be scheduled in the evenings after
BCC hours. 

Flexible schedule!
Up to 28hrs a week

$13.70-$17.81

 

WE'REWE'RE

By Mark Kolbinger, 
Contributing Writer

The Becker girls tennis 
team put a fitting cap on 
the regular season in their 
final M8 Conference match 
against Chisago Lakes, 
winning 6-1.

“The girls looked re-
ally in their prime, we lost 
some close  conference 
matches in the year, but 
we played some of our best 
tennis against Chisago,” 
Coach Nate Bucher said.  
“We were making smart 
choices in the middle of the 
point and taking advantage 
of put-aways the whole way 
through.” 

Singles winners for 
Becker included Ava Dun-
combe, Arica Stach and Sa-
mantha Duncombe, while 
the doubles team winners 
were Chloe Spear/Tess 
Brown, Faith Bass/Taylor 
Lisson and Sami Leaders/
Bryn Dahlheimer.

Becker then entered 
Section play seeded #3 and 
totally dominated Rocori, 
the #6 seed, 7-0.

“The girls were ready 
for this match, they played 
confidently  and everyone 
was ready to execute!” 
Bucher said. “We will be 
traveling to Perham on 
Wednesday Oct. 1, for the 
semi final match.”

The finals of the Sec-
tion will be held on October 
10 to see which team quali-
fies for state.

“I think we have a 
strong chance of advanc-
ing to that next level if we 
continue to execute the 
small things and focus on 
each stroke rather than the 
outcome,” Bucher said. 
“It will be a tough match 
on Wednesday at Perham, 
but I’m proud of this team 
and the way they continued 
to pursue excellence in all 
aspects throughout this sea-
son.”

Singles winners for the 
Bulldogs in the win over 
Rocori included Ava Dun-
combe, Gracie Conzemius, 
Arica Stach and Samantha 
Duncombe, while dou-
bles winners included the 
teams of Chloe Spear/Tess 
Brown, Faith Bass/Taylor 
Lisson, and Sami Leaders/
Bryn Dahlheimer.

Bulldog 
tennis hits 
sections
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WINTER IS COMING.  
ARE YOU READY FOR IT?

WINTER IS COMING.  
ARE YOU READY FOR IT?

We're committed to helping you 
through each and every season. 
Valley® service teams are trained 
to prepare your machine for any 
weather conditions, and know 
what your irrigation system needs 
to stay ready.

Schedule your Valley-certified 
preventative maintenance  
check today.

We're committed to helping you 
through each and every season. 
Valley® service teams are trained 
to prepare your machine for any 
weather conditions, and know 
what your irrigation system needs 
to stay ready.

Schedule your Valley-certified 
preventative maintenance  
check today.

valleyirrigation.com

valleyirrigation.com
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7551 State Street
Clear Lake, MN 55319
320-743-3000

Sundays, 3:30 
Sept 7-Oct. 26.

Call Deb 763-568-5558

JOIN US 
FOR CO-ED 
SOFTBALl

Free!

Big Lake Lions Park

ASAP Pumping Service

• Commercial septic Pumping
• Residential Septic Tank Pumping 
• Holding Tanks• Routine Maintenance
• Tank Compliance• Emergency Service

Call 
763 415-0319

Serving Becker, Big Lake, Elk 
River and Surrounding Area

Emergency 
Service!

Ralphie’S

RALPHIE'S 3-YEAR ANNIVERSARY SPECIALS ALL MONTH!
ONE WEEK PROPANE SALE!

only 60¢ per lb. (up to 200 lbs.)

$7
State-of-the-art Car Wash

Not valid with any other offers, specials or coupons. 
Must present coupon. Expires 11-30-25

car wash

7988 Front St. • Clear Lake 320.743.4638 • facebook.com/ralphiesminnococlearlake

Live Bait! 
Get ready 

for hunting!
Ralphie’s Minnoco

10-lb. 

minimum

Monday, Oct. 6th thru 
Friday, Oct. 10th, 2025

A $5 Savings!

Save 15¢ off per gallon with Loyalty every 
Monday thru October, 2025

To my 

SHERBURNE STATE BANK 
family... (My home and family for 42 years),

You have supported me through good times and bad.  

These last two Weeks, you have showed me how much you 

love Me. Thank you for making me feel so special

and the thoughtful work you put in to make it such a 

special time for me. Thank you to everyone who 

attended my Open House!

GOD BLESS YOU ALL

I am so overwhelmed by all of the Love and 

Friendship that was shown to me.

So much love, I never expected this.

This is what our world needs.

Thank you all for caring and showing me that I did make a 

difference in your lives. God Bless You All

You will be in my heart forever.

— Carol Lucius

By Ken Francis, 
Contributing Writer

The Big Lake boys var-
sity cross country team took 
second at the ROCORI In-
vitational at the River Oaks 
Golf Course in Cold Spring 
last Thursday.

Competing without their 
top runner, Gavin Flavin, 
who was recovering from 
illness, the Hornet squad 
stepped up and finished run-
ner-up to Alexandria in a 
field of almost 20 teams.

Senior Trent Erickson 
led the team with a strong 
eighth-place finish in 17:18. 
He was followed by Theo 
Johnson, who also broke the 
18-minute barrier and placed 
14th in 17:58, with Jack 
Schmidt a few steps back in 
15th in 18:05.

Eli Henning (22nd, 
18:41), Max Baron (42nd, 
19:20), and Eli Schaller (51st, 
19:46) rounded out the team.

Final Team scores were: 
1. Alexandria 40; 2. Big 
Lake 94; 3. Willmar 103; 
4. Perham 147; 5. Detroit 
Lakes	 167; 6. Albany 170; 
7. Rocori 174; 8. Thief River 
Falls 182; 9. Little Falls 238; 
10. Princeton 253; 11. Foley 
265; 12. Breckenridge/ Wah-
peton 292; 13. Fergus Falls 
298; 14. Sauk Rapids-Rice 
393; 15. St. Cloud Tech  415; 
St. Francis and Fargo South, 
incomplete.

Girls Squad
The varsity girls finished 

ninth as a team behind a 30th 
place finish by ninth-grader 
Shay France in 22:20.

Big Lake’s 2-3-4 runners 

ran in a tight pack for most of 
the race and finished close to-
gether. Hazel Guldseth took 
47th in 24:02, followed by 
Elsie Jagusch (51st, 24:14) 
and Clara Devine (53rd, 
24:19).

Ainsley McGuire (69th, 
25:58) made a notable move, 
jumping into the team’s fifth 
spot for the first time this fall. 
Chloe Howe (71st, 26:11) 
and Aubri Judge (74th, 
28:13) rounded out the var-
sity lineup. 

Some more notable re-
sults from the meet: Evan 
Hitter (15th, 20:19) had a 
breakout race, moving up 
several spots to finish as Big 
Lake’s top boys JV runner for 
the first time this season. And 
the junior high runners ran 
the full 3200 meters for the 
first time this season.

Becker Invite
Gavin Flavin and Shay 

France each finished second 
in their 5000 meter races 
at the Becker Invitational 
Cross-Country meet at Peb-
ble Creek Golf Course last 
week.

Flavin came back after 
missing a meet from illness 
and led the boys varsity, tak-
ing second in 16:34.6.

Trent Erickson also 
placed in the top 10. He fin-
ished ninth in 17:21.3.

Theo Johnson and Jack 
Schmidt ran close together 
for most of the race and fin-
ished 16th and 18th respec-
tively in 18:01.4 and 18:04.5.

Eli Henning was Big 
Lake’s fifth finisher in 22nd 
in 18:32.7. Max Baron (24th, 
18:39.5) and Eli Schaller 

(27th, 19:52.1) were the 
team’s sixth and seventh run-
ners.

The boys finished fourth 
in the team standings with 67 
points.

Girls Squad
For the girls, ninth-

grader Shay France again led 
the Hornets with a second 
place finish in 21:15.5.

Clara Devine ran her 
fastest time of the year as 
she led a trio of Hornets, run-
ning 23:45.5 for 20th place. 
She was followed by Hazel 
Guldseth in 21st at 23:58.7 
and Elsie Jagusch in 22nd at 
24:06.7.

The next three runners 
for Big Lake were Ainsley 
McGuire (26th, 26:27.6), 
Chloe Howe (27th, 26:33.5, 
and Aubri Judge (28th, 
27:26.6).

The girls varsity finished 
fourth in the team standings 
with 91 points.

In other races, Avery 
Jarvi  and Nicholas Erick-
son had a sprint finish in the 
JV 5000 meters that saw 
them both get the same time 
(20:01.9) as they battled for 
last spot in the top 10. Jarvi 
took 10th and Erickson was 
11th. Evan Hitter was close 
behind in 12th at 20:13.4 and 
Jordan Domka ran 20:31.1 
for 15th.

The Hornets competed 
in a 14-team meet at St. Mi-
chael Wednesday, results 
next week. They run at Princ-
eton Tuesday.

BL boys 2nd at ROCORI 
cross-country invitational



By Maria Moore, 
Contributing Writer

This past week the 
Becker boy’s cross-country 
team participated in the an-
nual “Running of the Foot-
ball” for the homecoming 
football game. 

The team ran the ball 
relay style from Princeton 
high school all the way back 

to Eppard Field. Lots of en-
couraging honks met the 
Bulldogs as they escorted the 
game ball. 

Griak Invite
Ten runners for the Bull-

dogs were represented in the 
U of MN’s Roy Griak Invita-
tional in St. Paul last Friday. 
There were over 150 different 
High School teams compet-
ing in this invitational. 

The weather faired 
nicely besides the couple of 
slick spots from the rain the 
previous day. 

“I was proud of our guys 
for working hard in the highly 
competitive championship 
division that had 45 high-cal-
iber teams from across the 
country,” said Head Coach 
Dustin Weege. 

The Bulldogs’ team fin-
ished 36th overall in the event 
but received fifth out of the 
MN Class AA schools in the 
race. 

The top runner for the 
Bulldogs was Parker Spin-
dler (63rd place) with a time 
of 17:13 — 48 seconds faster 
than last year at this time. 
The rest of the runners in-
clude Alex Swanson (17:35). 
Tanner Felton (18:11), Evan 
Hubbard (18:34), Holden 
Hubbard (19:11), Brandt 

Hemmelgarn (19:20), Mason 
Tschida (20:20), Weston 
Denne (21:31), Copper Pany 
(21:37), and Carson Schuster 
(22:16). 

Up Next
The team is ready to 

host the Becker Invitational 
at Pebble Creek GC Thurs-
day. After that they travel to 
Alexandria for the 52nd An-
nual Meet of Champions at 
Arrowwood Resort Oct. 4.
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Sports/Area News
By Bill Morgan, 

Editor

The Becker Bulldog 
football team dominated 
their most recent game as 
they held St. Cloud tech 
scoreless in a 21-0 win last 
Friday night on the road. 

The three scores came 
in the first three quarters 
of the game that featured a 
Becker defense that man-
handled the Tigers and held 
them to just 97 yards total 
for the game.

Bennett Kujawa, Na-
than Weiss, Tyler Hall, Gus 
Baldry, RJ Houle and Cody 
Deters all had two or more 
tackles in the win. Kujawa 
finished with six tackles, 
four assists, two sacks and 
one tackle for loss. Weiss 
and Hall each had four 
tackles and two assists, 
while Baldry had two tack-
les, four assists, two sacks 
and one tackle for loss. 
Houle had two tackles and 
one assist and Deters had 
two tackles, one assist, two 
sacks and one tackle for 
loss.

In the first, QB Tristan 
Kowalkowski capped a 
long drive by the Bulldogs 
with a three yard TD run to 
get the visitors on the score-
board first.

In the second, Sawyer 
Brown reeled in a six-yard 
pass from Kowalkowski to 
put the Bulldogs up 14-0.

In the third, Nathan 
Weiss rolled into the end 
zone from two yards out 
to seal the deal at 21-0, 
while the rest of the game 

went quiet — except for the 
Dawg defense.

Kowalkowski finished 
with 87 yards through the 
air on seven-of-14 passing.

Weiss finished with 
102 yards on the ground on  
17 carries and the one TD.

Brown had 81 yards in 
receiving on six catches and 
the one TD.

The Bulldogs have 
now won two games in a 
row and have some mo-
mentum as they face their 
2024 championship oppo-
nent, Totino-Grace on the 
road Friday.

BECKER WR SAWYER 
BROWN leapt to make this 
catch against a St. Cloud Tech 
defender last Friday in Beck-
er’s win over the Tigers, 21-0. 
(Submitted Photo by Anne 
Koste).

Bulldogs blank Tigers, 21-0

By Bill Morgan, 
Editor

Gus Baldry, senior de-
fensive tackle, was named 
Player of the Game for his 
great performance in Fri-
day night’s shut out victory 
over St. Cloud Tech.

Gus has been a dom-
inant leader on the defen-
sive line all season.  He 
was unblockable on Friday 
night.  Defensive coordina-
tor Hokan Bengtson said, 

“Gus was a destructive 
force tonight!  He was in 
the Tech offensive back-
field all night.  Gus carried 
out his assignment correctly 
on each call.  His play is a 
coach’s dream.”

Liberty Paper 
Player of the Game

SENIOR DT GUS BALDRY 
was named “Player of the 
Week” for his outstanding 
performance in last week’s 
game against Tech. (Submit-
ted Photo).

BOTH THE BECKER BOYS AND GIRLS CROSS COUNTRY TEAMS posed for a photo before running the homecoming football to 
Eppard Field last Friday. (Submitted Photo).

Becker boys CC compete in Griak Invite

By Mark Kolbinger, 
Contributing Writer

The Becker swimming 
and diving team put together 
some strong performances in 
the past week, going 2-1.

Two weeks ago, Becker 
fell to Foley by four points, 
95-91.

“It was another close one 
with Foley that came down to 
the last relay and they pulled 
ahead for the win with a sec-
ond place finish in the 400 
FR,” Coach Tina Tamm said.  
“Foley is always good com-
petition for us and it always 
ends up being a great event 
with a lot of close races.  We 
look forward to seeing them 
again at True Team and Sec-
tions.”

Last Tuesday, Becker 
downed Albany 101-74 in 
a Parent’s Night dominant 
meet.

A small delay at the start 
of the meet and a switch in the 
order of events had the divers 
doing their event first.   Al-
bany didn’t have any divers 
so Becker started out with a 
good lead on the scoreboard.  

“Our girls continued 
to add points by taking first 
place in 10 of 12 events,” 
Tamm added.

Last Thursday, it was a 
M8 Conference win for the 
Bulldogs in a 95-83 win over 
Cambridge-Isanti.

“We had another good 
night as we traveled to Cam-
bridge-Isanti  and came away 
with almost a clean sweep 

of first place wins - getting 
11 of 12,” Tamm said.  “We 
moved the girls around to 
other events to give them a 
chance to try different things.  
We have some depth which 
allows us to do that. “

In addition to the two 
wins, Becker also has 18 
swimmers and divers quali-
fied for the section meet, with 
many of the athletes qualified 
in four or more events. 

“We are just about half 
way through the season and 
will start to focus on sec-
tions,” Tamm said.   “The 
girls will have to decide what 
events (they can only do 2) 
they want to swim and then 
the work starts.”

Tamm also noted the ef-
forts of the divers, who con-
tinue to make increase the 
precision of their dives and 
add difficulty to the routines.  

“They go through a lot 
of ‘smacks’ during practice 
but it pays off in the meets,” 
Tamm added.

Current  section qualifi-
ers include: Lillian Bonsante, 
Laila Cook, Karli Kirk, Kylar 
Graning, Kailey McGowan, 
Elin Cook, Maggie Graning, 
Addison Kasper, Myka Mak-
simenko, Grace Mork, Al-
yssa Cowley, Kandell Hagen, 
Eiley Kaehler, Harper Kel-
logg, Brielle Kuschel, Izza 
Mork, Clara Pratt, and Mia 
Suelter

Becker will play host 
to the True Team meet in 
Becker on October 11.

Becker swimmers go 2-1

By Bill Morgan, 
Editor

If one ventured to last 
Friday’s Big Lake football 
game against Westonka 
and left early after the 
home team fell behind big 
— lesson learned because 
this Hornet team showed 
heart and they laid it on the 
field and almost completed 
a remarkable comeback, 
eventually losing, 32-30

It was Big Lake’s an-
nual  Tackle Cancer Game 
and for the first three quar-
ters, the Hornets struggled 
with numerous missed op-
portunities. Westonka built 
a 32–6 lead heading into 
the fourth quarter and the  
fan base began doubting — 
but not the Hornet players 
and coaches. 

The rally began with 
10 minutes left when ju-
nior running back Abrahm 
Koop broke free for a six-
yard touchdown, cutting 
the score to 32–14. 

The defense followed 
with a key stop, giving the 
offense another chance. QB 
Dillon Spaeth connected 
with sophomore Danny 
Rotz for a 29-yard touch-
down with Rotz making 
an incredible one-handed 
catch despite heavy cover-
age. After the 2-point con-
version, it was suddenly 
32–22.

Momentum kept 
swinging the Hornets way 
as the special teams re-
covered an onside kick 
(Jackson LaRoche), and 
the offense quickly struck 
again with a five-yard 
touchdown run from senior 
Carter Stromberg, making 
it 32–30 with 1:36 left. 

U n f o r t u n a t e l y , 
Westonka recovered the 
subsequent onside attempt 
and was able to drain the 

clock.
“Despite the loss, I 

couldn’t be prouder of 
how our guys battled 
until the end,” said Head 
Coach Nick Shriver. “In 
those final 10 minutes, we 
saw our best in all three 
phases—offense, defense, 
and special teams.

Big Lake racked up 
538 total yards on offense 
while Caleb Martin had a 
breakout game with 121 re-
ceiving yards and 28 rush-
ing. Dillon Spaeth threw for 
a season-high 257 yards.

Big Lake’s ground at-
tack added 281 yards, led 
by seniors Montell Hes-
ter (99 yards) and Carter 
Stromberg (89 yards).

Defensively, Bennett 
Thieke led with 14 total 
tackles.

Through five games, 
Big Lake’s offense ranks 
#1 in Minnesota’s Class 4A 
in total yards, #4 in pass-
ing, #4 in rushing, and #5 
in scoring. 

Up next, the Hornets 
(2-3) take on the Thunder  
(3-2) from Zimmerman at 
home Friday, Oct. 3.

RB ABRAHM KOOP tries to shake off a Westonka tackler 
during last weekend’s game at home. (Submitted Photo by Jes-
sica LaRoche).

Hornets’ rally falls 
just short, 32-30

Submitted Article

The Pebble Creek Wom-
en’s Club officially ended the 
2025 season at their recent 
Fall Banquet where final 
champions were announced 
and a newly elected Board of 
Directors was elected.

“Being able to gather as 
a community of golfers and 
celebrate another great season 
was amazing,” said Carolyn 
Barriball, newly confirmed 
Pebble Creek Women’s Club 
President. 

“The Pebble Creek 
Women’s Club is a great 
group of women of all levels 
of golfing ability. We build 
friendships, improve our golf 
games and work together to 
expand the game of golf to 
women and girls of all ages.”

Joining Barriball on the 
2026 Board of Directors is 
past President Jesse O’Neill, 
Vice President Malinda 
Pudlick, Treasurer LeAnn 
Reed and Secretary Karla 
Johnson along with four Di-
rectors: Jen Fingarson, Bon-
nie Kolbinger, Lori Berends 
and Melissa Schauer.

Winners of the final 
competitions of the Pebble 
Creek Women’s Club season 
were announced including for 
the 9-Hole Year-End Tourna-
ment and Match Play compe-
titions. 

The 2025 9-Hole Year-
End Tournament first flight 
winners are: Avery Johnson 
(first place), Joan Frie (sec-
ond place) and Kirsten Voller 
(third place). Second flight 
winners are Cindie DeRocher  
(first place), Stacey Vetsch 
(second place) and LeAnn 

Reed (third place). Third 
flight winners are Nicole 
Dewall (first place), Krisy 
Cox (second place) and Toni 
Knutson (third place).

The 2025 Women’s 
Doubles Match Play Cham-
pions are Joan Frie and Annie 
Hegg and the runners-up are 
Allee Blank and Peggy Sog-
ard. The 2025 Women’s 
18-Hole Singles Match Play 
Champion is Kathy Hollen-
horst and the runner-up is 
Layla Mathews. The 2025 
Women’s 9-Hole Singles 
Match Play Champion is Jen 
Fingarson and the runner-up 
is Karla Johnson.

For more information on 
the Pebble Creek Women’s 
Club, contact Carolyn Barri-
ball, Pebble Creek Women’s 
Club President at PebbleC-
reekWomensClub@gmail.
com.

2026 PCWC Board 
President Carolyn Barriball. 
(Submitted Photo).

Strong finish to the 
PCWC 2025 golf season

Cory Nuest
Mortgage Originator
NMLS 402524
(320) 287-3329

Expect  
local and
knowledgeable
mortgage 
lenders.

CorTrustBank.com/Mortgage

Raise your expectations.

Member FDIC
NMLS 458038

Clearwater/Clear Lake 
Food Shelf Fundraiser

to help with the new Food Shelf building

Sat., Oct. 18th, 4pm-7pm
Clearwater American Legion, Post 323 
505 Pine Street, Clearwater

Serving lasagna, breadsticks & salad
Dinner $15 Adults, $6 Kids 10 and Under
RIENE MOTSCHKE TRIBUTE BAND

 Live Auction
Silent Auction

Grab Bags!

TO PLACE 
A PUBLIC 
NOTICE - 
Call The
Patriot 

763-275-0275
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Thank you Firefighters!

THANK YOU TO ALL 
THE FIREFIGHTERS FOR 

KEEPING OUR 
COMMUNITIES SAFE! 
WE APPRECIATE ALL 

YOU DO!

763-262-5850
tjpottertrucking.com

Thank you 
Firefighters for your 
dedication & service!

763-262-BOAT (2628)
17207 198th Ave. • Big Lake, MN 55309

Thanks for 
serving our 

communities!

290 Eagle Lake Road N.,
Big Lake • 763-263-3262
www.corneroaksdental.com

Dr. Peter Kuefler

TTOO  OOUURR  LLOOCCAALL  
FFIIRREEFFIIGGHHTTEERRSS,,  TTHHAANNKK  YYOOUU  

FFOORR  YYOOUURR  SSEERRVVIICCEE..

MFG-PARTNERS.COM

oldnational.com

Old National proudly supports our Firefighters

Big Lake 19943 County RD 43 NW  |  763-262-3661

oldnational.com

Old National proudly supports our veterans.

Big Lake 19943 County RD 43 NW  |  763-262-3661

oldnational.com

Old National proudly supports our veterans.

Big Lake 19943 County RD 43 NW  |  763-262-3661

THANK YOU
AREA FIREFIGHTERS

for all you do!

Be sure and check your 
smoke detector batteries and 

have properly working 
fire extinguishers.

Becker
763-261-4464

Hardware

OVER 33 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE!

320-743-2479
dahlensheetmetal@frontier.com • Clear Lake, MN

www.dahlensheetmetal.com

THANK YOU FIREFIGHTERS!

PATRIOT  STAFF
WOULD LIKE TO  
THANK  ALL THE 

LOCAL FIRE 
DEPARTMENTS FOR 
THEIR INCREDIBLE 

COMMITMENT 
TO PROTECTING  

PEOPLE, ANIMALS, 
BUILDINGS AND 

PROPERTY! 
GODSPEED 

AND STAY SAFE!

Thank you for your sacrifice!

Prevention Week

Thank you Firefighters
for your service and dedication

to our community

Not every HERO wears a cape!

Oct. 4-11, 2025

II

Our way to say Thank You to 
Fire�ghters, Police, Teachers, 
Military and Medical heroes!

L
ANK 
OG

.COM

558-2021
II

Get Back to the Top
SPINE CARE

320-259-4100       
StCloudOrthopedics.com

Ask for

3315 Roosevelt Rd.  
St. Cloud, MN 56301

1901 Connecticut Ave S. 
Sartell, MN 56377

320-259-4100       
StCloudOrthopedics.com

We know life is meant to be actively enjoyed. 
That’s why we’re so dedicated to helping you 
move with ease once again. For expert 
treatment options from people who truly 
care, ask for St. Cloud Orthopedics.

Thank you to all firefighters!

505 N. Walnut St., Clearwater, MN • 320. 558.1134

• Haircuts 
• Nail Trims • Baths 

• Teeth BrushingMadison Borst, Owner 
& Ruger

THANK YOU FIREFIGHTERS!

763-241-7900
AUTO • HOME • HEALTH • BUSINESS • WORK 

COMP • BONDS • COMMERCIAL

Thank you firefighters for 
protecting our community!
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Prevention Week
Oct. 4-11, 2025

By Bill Morgan, 
Editor

The Big Lake Hornet 
volleyball team went 1-3 
over their last few games. 
Following are stats and ex-
cerpts.

Vs Delano
Delano defeated Big 

Lake,  25-10, 25-12, 25-12 
on Tues., Sept. 9.

Big Lake’s Madison 
Reed had six kills and one 
dig. Adelle Nomeland had 
three kills. Aiyana Baker 
had two kills. Lauren Ulven 
had two kills and two digs.

Taylor Kipka had two 
kills, one block and one 
dig. Ashley Fitzgibbons 
had one ace serve, one kill, 
14 assists and seven digs. 
Kam Tschritter had four 
digs and Brooke Moshier 
had seven digs in the loss.

“Delano is a strong 
team and runs a great pro-
gram at all levels,” said Big 
Lake Coach Alisha Brust. 
“It is always fun to play 
good competition.” 

Vs. Princeton
Princeton defeated Big 

Lake, 25-19, 25-8, 25-19 
on Sept. 11.

Hornet Iva Sanchez 
had two ace serves, four 
kills, one assist and five 
digs. Aubrey Trulock had 
two ace serves and three 
digs. Ashley Fitzgibbons 
had one ace serve, one 
block, 16 assists and eight 
digs.

Brooke Moshier had 

one ace serve and 12 digs. 
Madison Reed had one ace 
serve, five kills and six 
digs. Aiyana Baker had 
four kills and two digs. 
Hailey Kojetin had one kill. 
Kam Tschritter had one kill 
and four digs and Taylor 
Kipka had one kill.

“The girls did a great 
job of adjusting to a new 
lineup on the fly with a 
player unexpectedly out for 
the night,” said Brust. “I 
am proud of their resiliency 
and willingness to cover 
each other. We have gone 
a few matches without our 
normal lineup. This crew 
just keeps showing up and 
working hard every day.” 

Vs. Hutchinson
Big Lake defeats 

Hutchinson, 26-24, 25-20, 
25-17 on Tues., Sept. 16.

Aiyana Baker had five 
kills and two blocks. Iva 
Sanchez had five kills, one 
block and 12 digs. Madison 
Reed had two ace serves, 
11 kills and eight digs. 
Kam Tschritter had two 
ace serves, two kills and 
four digs.

Aubrey Trulock had 
one ace serve and seven 
digs. Adelle Nomeland had 
three kills. Taylor Kipka 
had two kills and four digs. 
Ashely Fitzgibbons had 
two kills, one block, 23 as-
sists and 12 digs. Brooke 
Moshierhad seven digs.

Vs. North Branch
North Branch defeats 

Big Lake, 17-25, 25-18, 20-

25, 25-14, 15-6 on Thurs., 
Sept. 18.

Iva Sanchez had four 
ace serves, 11 kills, one 
block and 11 digs. Madison 
Reed had three ace serves, 
11 kills and 14 digs. Kam 
Tschritter had four ace 
serves and eight digs. Ai-
yana Baker had seven kills 
and four blocks.

Adelle Nomeland had 
four kills. Ashley Fitz-
gibbons had one kill, one 
block, 30 assists and six 
digs. Taylor Kipka had 
four kills, one block and 
two digs. Aubrey Trulock 
had seven digs and Brooke 
Moshier had 11 digs.

“This was a great test 
for us,” said Brust. “Con-
sistency has been a key 
focus for us, as the team 
struggles at times with 
unforced errors. This is 
the first five set match we 
have played, and it tested 
the group in staying dis-
ciplined and playing our 
game. North Branch never 
gave up and minor adjust-
ments on their end caused 
our defense to struggle. 
It was a great match with 
good set distribution and 
lots of great rallies.”

Up Next
Big Lake has two tour-

nament weekends coming 
up. Dassel-Cokato tourna-
ment this Saturday, along 
with the Bloomington tour-
nament on October 11.

Hornets go 1-3 in volleyball

By Bill Morgan, 
Editor

Big Lake Swim  and 
Dive hosted  an event 
where they invited the Big 
Lake football team to the 
pool for a fun function this 
past weekend.

The event was called, 
Swimming vs Football for 

Randy Shaver’s Cure For 
Cancer Foundation. It 
was a great event that both 
teams enjoyed and also 
raised money for a great 
cause and the community.

Guests were asked to 
donate at least $5 at the 
door with all proceeds 
going towards the cancer 
fund. Family and friends 
were invited and all guests 

were asked to wear the 
color pink.

The boys had a 
warm-up in the pool at 10 
a.m. while the girls started 
their warm-ups at 10:30 
a.m. The meet kicked off 
at 11 a.m. and all who par-
ticipated and attended were 
rewarded with a fun day.

THE BIG LAKE GIRLS SWIM/DIVE TEAM gathered with the football team’s participants for a 
cure for cancer event last Saturday. (Submitted Photo).

Hornet swim team hosts 
cure for cancer event

By Ken Francis, 
Contributing Writer

The Big Lake boys 
soccer team won its second 
game of the season last Sat-
urday, 3-0 against Water-
town-Mayer at home.

Elijah Chastain opened 
the scoring with an unas-
sisted goal at 21:52 of the 
first half.

The Hornets didn’t take 
long to extend their lead 
when Will Priest scored at 
28.41 with an assist by Jon-
nathan Puma Pineda.

The game stayed that 
way until Carlos Contreras 
Cabrera scored at the 68:46 
mark in the second half, as-
sisted by Will Priest, and 
that’s how the game ended.

Big Lake played a 
strong defensive game. 
Goalkeeper Caleb Olson 
turned away six shots in net 
to gain the team’s fist shut-
out win of the season.

Vs. Saints
Last Thursday the 

Hornets played to a 2-2 tie 
against St. Francis.

There was no scoring 
in the first half. Will Priest 
broke the ice at the 44:50 
mark of the second half 
with an assist from Elijah 
Chastain.

After the Saints tied the 
score at 66:57, Priest got 
his second goal of the game 
at 76:32.

But it wasn’t enough as 
the Saints got the game-ty-
ing goal with just 17 sec-
onds remaining.

Olson had eight saves 
in goal for the Hornets.

Vs. Tigers
Two days earlier Big 

Lake tied Princeton, 1-1.
In that game 

Will Priest had 
the only goal, 
assisted by 
Chr i s topher 
Obregon in 
the first half.

The Ti-
gers came 
back in the 
second half to 
tie the game, 
and that’s how it 
ended. Olson had 

four saves in net.
The Hornets lost to 

Monticello, 3-0 on Sept. 
16. Big Lake managed just 
two shots on goal the en-
tire game. Olson had seven 
saves for the Hornets. The 
Magic is undefeated (8-0) 
in the Mississippi 8 Con-
ference.

Up Next
The Hornets had 

games against Becker and 
Delano over the past week. 
They play today (Saturday) 
at Mound Westonka, all re-
sults next week.

BL boys soccer gets 
a win and two ties

MACHINING AND WELDING INC.
24-HOUR CRANE SERVICE

6715 125th Ave - Clear Lake • 320.743.2387 • Cell: 320.290.9843
WWW.STMACHININGWELDING.COM

Special thanks to our 

local firefighters!
8475 Center Street

Clear Lake, MN 55319
320-743-5540

 www.brickyardbarandgrill.net

Thank you to our firefighters who bravely go to 
serve and save others. You are truly heroes.

COntact Us 763-261-4201

Health 
Insurance
We Make It Easier

We Help You Find The Right Health 
Insurance to Protect Your Family

Thank you 
firefighters!

Clear Lake 
Firefighter 
Families 

helping your 
families . . .

we thank 
you for your 
dedication 

& continued 
support.

OPEN HOUSE
SATURDAY, OCT. 11, 11AM-1PM

  Clear Lake Fire Hall - 8670 1st Ave W

Life Link Helicopter 11:30am-12:30pm, FREE Giveaways and 
FREE food, fire truck rides, games, raffle drawings & more!

CLEAR LAKE FIRE DEPT.

DON’T BURN OUT BE SAFESAFEBEOUTBURNDON’T

 FREE Food, Fun 

& Fire Prevention 

Awareness.
 FREE Food, Fun 

& Fire Prevention 

Awareness.

BRING THE WHOLE FAMILY 
& HAVE FUN LEARNING!

NOW
HIRING!

Sign up to win an electric scooter, hoverboard & other items in our FREE drawing!
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When sirens sound and 
red lights flash, firefighters 
rush into situations most of us 
instinctively run away from. 
Their job is more than putting 
out fires; it is about protecting 
lives, property, and the very 
fabric of our communities. 

Firefighters embody courage, 
selflessness, and service, and 
their importance cannot be 
overstated.

At their core, firefight-
ers are trained emergency 
responders. When a blaze 
threatens homes or busi-
nesses, they are the first to 
arrive, often risking their 

own safety to pull people 
from burning structures. But 
firefighting is not limited to 
fires alone. Modern fire de-
partments respond to medi-
cal emergencies, hazardous 
material spills, natural di-
sasters, vehicle crashes, and 
even technical rescues. Their 
role has evolved into that of 

all-purpose guardians, pre-
pared to handle a wide range 
of crises at any hour of the 
day or night.

The importance of fire-
fighters extends beyond 
emergencies. They are edu-
cators, working proactively 
to prevent tragedies before 
they occur. Firefighters visit 

schools, businesses, and civic 
organizations to teach fire 
safety, demonstrate evacua-
tion procedures, and promote 
the use of smoke detectors 
and fire extinguishers. These 
public education efforts save 
lives, reduce property dam-
age, and foster a culture of 
preparedness. By teaching 
children how to stop, drop, 
and roll or families how to 
create escape plans, they em-
power citizens to act wisely in 
dangerous situations.

In rural towns and small 
communities, firefighters 
often serve as volunteers. 
These men and women 
dedicate their free time to 
training, maintaining equip-
ment, and responding when 
their neighbors are in need. 
In many places, they are the 
backbone of emergency re-
sponse, proving that service 
and community spirit are as 
important as professional 
skill. Their presence ensures 
that even the smallest towns 
receive lifesaving help when 
disasters strike.

Firefighters also play a 
critical role in community 
resilience. After a disaster—
whether a house fire, a tor-
nado, or a flood—they are 
among the first to bring sta-
bility and order. Their com-
passion and professionalism 
provide comfort to those who 
have lost everything, and their 
swift response helps commu-
nities rebuild faster. They are 

not only protectors of physi-
cal safety but also symbols of 
hope and reassurance.

The job itself is not with-
out sacrifice. Firefighters face 
dangerous conditions, long 
hours, physical strain, and the 
emotional toll of witnessing 
tragedy. Yet they continue to 
serve with commitment, often 
forming tight-knit brother-
hoods and sisterhoods forged 
through shared risk. Their re-
silience and bravery remind 
us of the human capacity for 
selflessness in the face of dan-
ger.

In every community, 
large or small, firefighters rep-
resent a vital line of defense. 
They protect our homes, our 
loved ones, and our way of 
life. Their work reminds us 
that safety is not guaranteed 
but earned—through vigi-
lance, training, and courage. 
To honor firefighters is not 
only to recognize their hero-
ism during emergencies but 
also to appreciate their daily, 
quiet dedication to keeping us 
safe.

Firefighters are not just 
first responders; they are the 
heartbeat of public safety. 
Without them, our communi-
ties would be far more vulner-
able. Their importance is not 
measured only in the flames 
they extinguish, but in the 
lives they save, the trust they 
build, and the security they 
provide.
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Prevention Week

The importance of firefighters in our communities

THE BECKER FIRE DEPT.: Adam Krone, Austin Knutson, Brandon Johnson, Bret Lommel, Bryan Lamp, Chris Keeler, Cody Kallock, Conrad Gard-
ner, Corey Winkelman, Dan Faul, Daniel Kampa, Dave Dahlheimer, David Bull, Doug Kolbinger, Gary Evens, Jeff Edling, Kent Graning, Kevin 
Drehmel, Matt Davis, Matt Weber, Michael Holtslander, Nicole Curtis, Owen Gossett, Russ Cox, Scott Ringwelski, Tanya Jergenson, Terry 
Foradory, Thomas Hanzlik, Tim Green, Tom Wark, Trent Fischer, Zach Beaumaster and Zachary Gardner. (Submitted Photo) 

THE 2024-25 BIG LAKE FIRE DEPARTMENT. In alphabetical order: Brad Anderson, Brady Bagne, Terry Baxter, Eric Boe, Eric Burleigh, Nick 
Christenson, Steve Christenson, Tim Davis, Adam Dietz, Nic Dornbusch, Brian Erlandson, Seth Hansen, Sam Hanson, Daren Hardies, Mark 
Hedstrom, Jesse Hemauer, Matthew Houle, Mike Houts, Noel Krebs, Ryan Lien, Joshua Matich, Clinton Maxson, Joe Moraczewski, Doug 
Novak, Jeff Novak, Trever Roediger, Eric Rosa, Shane Roy, Kiel Ruberg, Samuel Sweat, Jeremy Terwisscha and Jason White. (Submitted 
Photo).

Becker Fire Department

Big Lake Fire Department

Clearwater Fire Department
THE CLEARWATER FIRE DEPARTMENT. Back Row, left to right: Dan Peterson, Alan Strohschein, Dave Lindberg, Kyle Gramsey, Tyler Knobbe, 

Josh Neubert, Adam Quamme, Travis Barker and Scott Ziwicki. Front  Row, left to right: Brandon Hanebuth, Maci Hill, Sarah Johnson, Harvey 
Doble, Mike Keller, Melissa Alberico, Nick Maurer, John Scmidt, Jim Repke and Jason Lang. Not pictured:  Andy Struffert, Chad Koren, Trenton 
Scott, Shane Rollings, Jackson Lorentz , Gavin Michalski  and Justin Potthoff. (Submitted Photo).

Clear Lake Fire Department
THE CLEAR LAKE FIRE DEPARTMENT. Top: Weston Ludwig, Andrew Beniek, Danny Kampa, Anthony Baert, Tyler Marklowitz and Matt 

Lunser. Back: Mathew Davis, Ron Koren, Ryan Leaders, Ben Goenner, Ryan Peterson, Chad Nelson and Nathan Legatt. Front: Brent Plumski, 
Joshua Madsen, Mitchell Litfin, Logan Draack, Colleen Knafla, Branden Weis, Crag Milani, Barb Rucks and Barry Schuldt. Not Pictured: 
Harvey Doble, Ross Imholte. (Submitted Photo).

Oct. 4-11, 2025

BlankRootsSalon.com
320.743.0133  / blankroots@yahoo.com

8600 Main Ave.  Clear Lake, MN 55319
When life hands you lemons...

Accepting 
New Clients

Thank you Firefighters!

Lake Shopping Center - Big Lake • 763-263-3673
OOppeenn  99aamm  --  1100ppmm::  MMoonn  --  SSaatt,,  1111aamm  --  44ppmm::  SSuunn

Mon - Seniors get 10% off; Tues - Wines are 10% off; Wed - Cordials are 10% off.

SU N DAY HOU RS:
11am to 4pm

Thank you firefighters for 
serving our communities!

Submitted Article

Medical emergencies 
happen every day. Knowl-
edge is everything when 
faced with a medical emer-
gency. Emergency situa-
tions that affect heart health 
are often navigated thanks 
to devices known as AEDs. 
Knowledge of AEDs and rec-
ognition of why they’re such 
vital components of medical 
emergency response proto-
cols can save lives.

What are AEDs?
The American Heart As-

sociation notes an automated 
external defibrillator (AED) 
is a lightweight and portable 
device that delivers an elec-
tric shock to the heart through 
the chest when the device de-
tects an abnormal rhythm. 

What Calls for the use 
of an AED?
The AHA notes AEDs 

help people who experience 
sudden cardiac arrest, which 
is often deadly if not treated 
immediately. Sports fans 
may recall an incident in 
January 2023 that played out 
on national television during 
Monday Night Football. In 
that situation, Buffalo Bills 
safety Damar Hamlin went 
into cardiac arrest on the 
field after making a tackle 
against the Cincinnati Ben-
gals. Those in the stadium 
and millions more watching 
at home looked on in fear 
and uncertainty as Hamlin 
laid on the field for 10 min-
utes. It was later revealed 
that an AED was utilized to 
restore Hamlin’s heartbeat on 
the field before he was taken 
away by an ambulance. The 

instance involving Hamlin, 
who has since fully recov-
ered and returned to play 
for the Bills, underscores the 
significance of AED training 
and the benefits of having a 
readily accessible AED.

Who can use an AED?
The AHA notes AEDs 

were designed to be used by 
the general public so anyone 
with access to the device can 
save a life when a person 
goes into cardiac arrest. 

Where can an 
AED be found?
Wider availability of 

AEDs remains a point of 
emphasis for many both 
within and outside the med-
ical community. Educators 
and coaches remain among 
the most vocal advocates 
for AEDs within schools 
and in places where ath-
letes routinely compete. The 
AHA recommends AEDs be 
placed near elevators, cafe-
terias, main reception areas, 
and on walls in well-traf-
ficked corridors. Educating 
individuals, including young 
athletes, about the location of 
AEDs and how to use them 
can be a lifesaving preventive 
measure.

Is AED training 
available?
The AHA offers CPR 

and AED training to indi-
viduals within the United 
States, and information about 
such sessions can be found at 
heart.org/CPR. Individuals 
in Canada also can access 
such training by visiting the 
Canadian Red Cross at red-
cross.ca.

AEDs save lives, and 
anyone can learn to use these 
invaluable devices.

The important, lifesaving 
role of AEDs

Thank you 
firefighters!
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