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By Penny Leuthard, 
Contributing Writer

Back f or its  4 5 th y ear, 
the S ilv er Bu llet S addle 
C lu b  once again hos ted 
the C learwater R odeo las t 
weekend with three days  of  
f un f or all ages .

T he s how kicked of f  
on T hu rs day  with F am-
ily  N ight;  admis s ion was  
f ree f or kids  1 2  and u nder.  
Y oung attendees  had a hos t 
of  activ ities  to partake in, 
inclu ding pony  rides , pet-
ting z oo, games , and priz es .  
A meet and greet and ac-
tiv ities  were held on the 
arena Àoor after the night’s 
P R C A R odeo perf ormance.

On F riday  the b and 
M as on Dix on Line enter-
tained the crowds  with a 
rodeo dance af ter the ev e-
ning perf ormance, and S at-
ur day f eatur ed a pork chop 
dinner and another eve ning 
of  mus ic by P hil V aught .

T he s tands  were again 
packed f or each of  the three 

Fun for 
Everyone 
at Annual 
CW Rodeo

HENRY JOHNSON  tries his hand at 
riding the mechanical bull during the 45th 
annual Clearwater Rodeo last weekend. 
(Submitted Photo)

Yee-Haw! Ride 

‘Em Cowboy!
CW RODEO

to page 2

Submitted Article

Options , I nc. ,  celeb rated 
their official groundbreaking 
of  Blackb ird Lau ndry  C o. , on 
T u es day , Au gu s t 1 9  at 1 0: 00 
a. m.  

M ore than j u s t a place 
to was h clothes , Blackb ird 
Lau ndry  C o.  repres ents  a 
b old s tep f orward in inclu s iv e 
employ ment and commu nity  
engagement.  T he two-s tory  
b u ilding will hou s e a s tate-
of -the-art lau ndromat on the 
main f loor and two rental 
apartments  ab ov e, b ringing 
b oth employ ment opportu ni-
ties  and mu ch-needed hou s -
ing to the area.  T heir goal 
is  to f u rther their mis s ion in 
dev eloping employ ment and 
s kill-b u ilding opportu nities  
f or the people they  s erv e, and 
to b ring a mu ch needed s er-
v ice to their home town.  T his  
project reÀects the organiza-
tion’s values of innovation, 

commu nity  partners hip and 
b elief  in the ab ilities  of  all 
people.  

Brenda G eldert, E x ecu -
tiv e Director of  Options , I nc.  
and M att C arls on, Director of  
P rogram and Operations  at 
Options  I nc.  along with s taf f , 
clients , and a great crowd of  
s u pporters  celeb rated the s tart 
of  cons tru ction on the new 
f acility .  G eldert s poke to the 
crowd ab ou t Options , I nc.  
and the work they  do along 
with the continu ing s erv ices  
they  will now prov ide f or 
b oth the commu nity  and the 
people they  s erv e.  

T he Big Lake C hamb er 
thanked them f or their contri-
b u tion to the commu nity  and 
wis hed them mu ch s u cces s .  
Blackb ird C of f ee and water 
was  s erv ed as  people min-
gled.  T he new f acility  will b e 
located on the corner of  F ern 
S treet and M artin Av enu e.

BIG LAKE CHAMBER PRESIDENT Julie Brandt (far left) shot off a 
confetti cannon to kick off the groundbreaking ceremony for Blackbird 
Laundry and Apartments. (Submitted Photo).

Groundbreaking ceremony for new laundramat

By Mark Kolbinger, 
Contributing Writer

A u niq u e civ ic oppor-
tu nity  is  coming to P eb b le 
C reek on Octob er 9  at 7  
p. m.  and one worthy  local 
nonprofit will go home with 
an amaz ing donation as  a 
res ul t.  

Du b b ed “ 1 00 Women 
Who C are of  Becker, M N ”  
is  a f u ndrais ing and s ocial 
ev ent that is  modeled af ter 
other s imilar grou ps , as  
Becker is  the 1 7 th M in-
nes ota commu nity  to hos t 
s uc h an eve nt.

T he idea is  s imple:  
have  a gathering of  women 
( 100 is  not a magic num be r, 
b u t j u s t a goal)  and rais e 
funds for a local nonprofit 
organiz ation.  E ach woman 
pay s  $ 1 00 at the ev ent 
and they  in retu rn receiv e 
a ticket to v ote on which 
nonprofit should receive the 
f unds .  I f  100 women s how 
up to the eve nt, the winning 
organiz ation wou ld take 
home $ 1 0,000 that ev e-
ning.   F ewer v oting mem-

b ers  wou ld mean a s maller 
pu rs e, b u t additional attend-
ees  ove r 100 woul d lead to 
a higher donation.   One 
hu ndred percent of  the do-
nations  are pas s ed along to 
the winning organiz ation.

M aris a K u ha is  s pear-
heading the ev ent, while 
a s teering committee is  
helping her to organiz e the 
evening.  She first learned 
of  the concept f rom her 
mother-in-law, M ar K u ha, 
who has  b een inv olv ed in 
a s imilar ev ent in Walker, 
M N  f or s eve ral ye ars .

“,’ve been hearing 
abo ut  the Walker eve nt and 
I  thou ght it wou ld b e neat 
to s ee the impact here lo-
cally  in Becker,”  K u ha s aid.   
“ We are really hoping f or a 
great tur nout .”

K u ha s ay s  no pre-regis -
tration is  requi red, and they 
are encou raging people to 
b ring f riends , neighb ors  or 
any one els e who is  inter-
es ted.  T he eve nt s tarts  at 7 
p. m. , and donators  of  $ 1 00 
will b e giv en their v oting 
ticket and a chance to nom-

inate a recogniz ed 5 01 ( c) 3 
nonprofit.  

At 7 : 30, three of  the 

MARISA KUHA OF 
BECKER is leading the charge 
to bring a fundraising event to 
Becker that will lead to a non-
profit receiving a donation of 
up to $10,000 or more.  Pebble 
Creek will play host to the Oc-
tober fundraiser, 100 Women 
Who Care, which is based on 
a national movement that 
began nearly 20 years ago. 
(Patriot Photo by Mark Kol-
binger.)

Becker’s 100 (or more) Women Who Care

100 WOMEN
to page 2

By Ken Francis, 
Contributing Writer

T he S herbur ne C ount y 
Board las t week awarded 
one of the county’s biggest 
contracts  and s tarts  the ba ll 
rolling on one of  its  larges t 
road proj ects  eve r.

Af ter an introdu ction 
b y  Director of  P u b lic Works  
Andrew Witter ab ou t the 
long proces s  to get the 
project finally started, the 
boa rd awarded the contract 
f or the H wy .  1 6 9  &  C o.  
R d.  4  I nterchange P roj ect 
to Ames  C ons tru ction at 
$44,390,384.85.

“,t’s with excitement 
that ,’m in front of you this 
morning with the res ul ts  of  
the b idding f or the Z immer-
man I nterchange,”  he s aid.  
“,t’s come with a lot of ef-
f ort ov er the las t nu mb er 
of  ye ars  - a lot of  angs t re-
cently in regards  to pul ling 

together all of  the f u nding 
agreements  and nav igating 
that as  we move d along.”

T he cos t f or the 
proj ect i s  b eing cov -
ered b y  f ederal f u nding 
s ou rces  ( $ 34 ,8 2 6 ,4 6 7 . 9 4 ) , 
s tate f u nding s o u rces  
( $ 8 ,7 06 ,6 1 6 . 9 1 )  and Local 
S ales  T ax $857,300.

Witter s aid the cou nty  
was  abl e to take adva ntage 
of  a v ery  competitiv e b id-
ding market. F our  dif f erent 
firms bid on the project, and 
all f ou r were well b elow 
the engineer’s estimate of 
$ 5 5 ,6 2 9 ,36 5 . 7 9 .  T he three 
other b idders  were C . S .  
M cC ros s an C ons tru ction 
I nc.  ( $ 4 5 , 6 5 1 ,0 1 3 . 3 1 ) ;  
P ark C ons tru ction C om-
pany  $ 4 6 ,9 5 1 ,6 7 1 . 7 6 )  and 
M ey er C ontracting I nc.  
( $48,551,569.53) .

CountyAwards $44.4 
Million Interchange 

Project Contract

COUNTY
to page 2



T O T H E  E DIT OR :
M r T homps on’ s  s kewering 
of  R epres entativ e S hane M e-
keland does  nothing to f u rther 
T homps on’ s  anti-repu b lican 
agenda.  I  hav e known R ep.  
M ekeland as  a  b eliev er in the 
ru le of  law f or many  y ears .  
And certainly  not s omeone 
who s kews  legal logic to the 
whims  of  popu lar opinion 
( in the old day s  they  called 
it mob  ru le) .  G rands tanding 
legis lation does  nothing to 
enhance pu b lic s af ety .  I n f act, 
it chips  away  at ou r lib erties  
little b y  little.  We s hou ld all 
commit to a b etter s hared 
ex perience b y  helping thos e 
who tru ly  need it and hold-
ing lawb reakers  accou ntab le.  
And certainly  not create more 
legis lation that only  f eeds  the 
s elf -centered pu rpos e of  po-

litical opportu nis ts .
M ack  Back lund
Big  Lak e T ow nship

T O T H E  E DIT OR :
M innes otans  s tru ggle 
to b alance b u dgets .   
Af ter determining ex -
pected income, citiz ens  

predict ex penditu res .   
F or many  that means  not 

s pending more than they  
earn.   H owev er, gov ernment 
in S t.  P au l rev ers es  the order.   
P oliticians  draw u p a b u d-
get while ey eing re-election, 
promis ing programs  of  s pe-
cial interes t to their v oters .    
P oliticians ’  traditional s olu -
tion is  to rais e more rev enu e 
throu gh more tax es  to cov er 
their inÀated budgets.  Cit-
iz ens  do not au tomatically  
ex pect to increas e s pending 
withou t looking at income.   
I n the nex t two y ears , ou r 
s tate gov ernment is  proj ected 
to s pend $ 6 7 . 9  b illion b u t to 
take in only  $ 6 4 . 5  in rev e-
nu e.   Whatev er happened to 
the s u rplu s  $ 1 8  b illion of  j u s t 
two  y ears  ago?   A rainy -day  
f u nd?   N o, the lib eral trif ecta 
eagerly  s pent it all and added 
another $ 1 0 b illion in tax es .  
T he cu rrent b u dget will in-
creas e gov ernment s pending 
b y  33%  b y  2 02 7 .   F amilies  
and b u s ines s es  do not s u r-
v iv e with reckles s  s pending.   
Bu t politicians . . . it’ s  not their 
money . . . it’ s  ou rs  and they  
control it and u s .   P ay ing 

tax es  is  not optional;  s helter, 
f ood, health care, electricity . . .
apparently  are not es s ential. . .
at leas t not f rom the v antage 
point in S t.  P au l.   While M in-
nes otans  cou nt their pennies , 
ou r politicians  mis s  their b al-
anced b u dget b y  b illions .  
Dr.  P hy llis E .  V anBuren 
Clearw ater, M N  

T O T H E  E DIT OR :
As Chair of the :right 
County Republicans, , am 
prou d to annou nce ou r f u ll 
and enthu s ias tic s u pport f or 
ou r endors ed candidate, M i-
chael H olms trom J r. , in the 
u pcoming Au gu s t 2 6  R e-
pu b lican P rimary  f or M inne-
s ota S enate Dis trict 2 9 .  T his  
endors ement was  not giv en 
lightly .  F ou r highly  q u ali-
fied Republican candidates 
s tepped f orward to s eek the 
endors ement f ollowing the 
u nex pected pas s ing of  S en-
ator Bru ce Anders on.  E ach 
candidate pledged to honor 
the proces s  and s u pport the 
endors ed candidate.  T hat 
commitment to u nity  and in-
tegrity  s peaks  v olu mes  ab ou t 
the character of  thos e who 
s tepped f orward to s erv e.  
Af ter a rob u s t and res pectf u l 
conve ntion, our  delegates  
chos e M ichael H olms trom 
J r.  to carry  the R epu b lican 
b anner.  M ichael is  a f ather of  
five, a small business owner, 
and a gras s roots  leader who 
has  campaigned f or R epu b -
licans in :right County for 
more than a decade.   S ince the 
endors ement, ou r party  has  
come together with renewed 
energy  and pu rpos e.  We are 
u nited b ehind M ichael H ol-
mstrom Jr., and we are confi-
dent that he is  the right pers on 
to win the primary  on Au gu s t 
2 6  and the general election 
in N ov emb er.   I  encou rage 
ev ery  R epu b lican v oter in 
S enate Dis trict 2 9  to j oin u s  
in s u pporting M ichael H olm-
s trom J r.  With y ou r s u pport, 
we will s end a s trong cons er-
v ativ e v oice to S t.  P au l— one 
that reÀects the values and 
priorities of :right County.
Dan Schonhard t
Chair, W rig ht County  
R epub licans
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I , S tate R ep.  P au l N o-
v otny  ( R – E lk R iv er)  is s u e 
the f ollowing s tatement 
after the Ramsey County 
District Court struck down 
a prov is ion of  the 2 02 4  
omnib u s  b ill, ru ling that 
the legis lation v iolated the 
Minnesota Constitution’s 
“ s ingle s ubj ect”  claus e.

T he cou rt conf irmed 
today  ( M onday )  what many  
of  u s  warned ab ou t f rom the 
s tart:  this  was  a b ad pol-
icy , s hov ed into a b ad b ill, 
u s ing a b ad proces s .  I n the 
f inal minu tes  of  s es s ion, 
ins tead of  allowing f u ll 
deb ate on indiv idu al poli-
cies , the maj ority crammed 
more than 1,400  pages  cov -
ering nearly  ev ery  corner 
of  gov ernment into one 
‘ mega-b ill’  and ru s hed it 
through bot h chambe rs  late 
at night.  T hat’ s  not trans -
parency , that’ s  logrolling 
— and it’ s  exa ctly what our  
Constitution was written to 
preve nt.

M innes otans  des erv e a 
legis latur e that plays  by the 

rules, respects the Constitu-
tion, and conduc ts  bus ines s  
in the open. T oday’ s  rul ing 
is  a v ictory  f or common 
s ens e and f or ev ery  citiz en 
who expe cts  account abi lity 
f rom their gove rnment.

T he cou rt permanently  
enj oined enf orcement of  
the firearm-related provi-
s ion at is s ue , recogniz ing it 
was  not germane to the res t 
of  the bi ll and was  enacted 
in v iolation of  Article I V , 
S ection 1 7  of  the M innes ota 
Constitution.

By Rep.
Paul Novotny

Blue-Footed Booby
T he common names  f or 

many  s pecies  of  b irds  can 
s ometimes  b e conf u s ing, 
contradictory , mis leading, 
or a complete my s tery .  F or 
ex ample, the common name 
R ed-winged Blackb ird has  
alway s  gotten u nder my  s kin, 
b ecau s e the wing of  this  b ird 
is n’ t red, it is  actu ally  b lack.  
I t is  the s hou lder that is  red, 
not the wing, s o we s hou ld 
rename this  b ird as  the 
R ed-s hou lder, Black-winged 
Blackb ird.

The Common Loon is 
another b ird with a conf u s ing 
name.  What does  the word, 
“ loon”  mean?  T u rns  ou t the 
name is  thou ght to b e deriv ed 
f rom the S candinav ian word 
“ lom”  which ref ers  to s ome-
one b eing clu ms y  or lame.  
T his  des crib es  how this  
b ird clu ms ily  mov es  
on land b ecau s e its  
legs  and f eet are 
located s o f ar b ack 
on its  b ody .

N o dou b t 
y ou  hav e heard 
of  a grou p of  b irds  
called s wallows .  
Where does  the 
word “ S wallow”  
come f rom?  N o one 
knows  f or s u re, b u t 
perhaps  it comes  f rom the 
Old E nglis h word “ s wealwe”  
which means  to inges t f ood 
and cou ld ref er to thes e b irds  
eating while f ly ing.  Or it 
cou ld b e related to the Old 
E nglis h word “ s well”  ref er-
ring to an erratic Àight, which 
perf ectly  des crib es  this  b ird’ s  
Àight pattern. , guess its ori-
gin of  the common name is  
los t to his tory .

All of  this  was  ru nning 
throu gh my  head on my  re-
cent photo tou r of  the G ala-
pagos  I s lands  in E cu ador.  
One of  the mos t common 
b irds  f ou nd on this  is land ar-
chipelago is  the Blu e-f ooted 
Boob y .  N ot only  is  there a 
Blu e-f ooted Boob y  b u t there 
is  als o a R ed-f ooted Boob y  
and a N ez ca Boob y .  T hree 
s pecies  of  b oob y  liv e in the 
G alapagos  I s lands .  S o where 
did the name b oob y  come 
f rom?  T he name comes  f rom 
the S panis h word “ b ob o”  
which trans late to f oolis h or 
clownis h.

T he ref erence to clown-
like comes  f rom thes e b irds  
clu ms ily  walking on land.  
When they  walk, they  lif t 
their large b lu e f eet high and 
s lowly  and delib erately  place 
their f oot, one in f ront of  the 
other.  I t looks  like the large 
s hoes  of  a clown walking.  
T hes e b irds  als o hav e ab -
s olu tely  no f ear of  hu mans  
and walk arou nd with their 
ov er-s iz e clown-like b lu e f eet 
withou t hes itation.  I t s eems  
like thes e b irds  hav e a f oolis h 
natu re, hence their common 
name.

T u rns  ou t there are s ix  
recogniz ed s pecies  of  b oo-
b ies .  T hey  all b elong to the 
genu s  S u la and three of  them 
are v ery  common in the G ala-
pagos  I s lands .  S o, the name 

Blu e-f ooted s eems  ob v iou s  
enou gh.  Bu t y ou  hav e to as k 
y ou rs elf , why  wou ld a b ird 
hav e b lu e f eet?  T he b lu e color 
of  the Blu e-f ooted Boob y ’ s  
f eet c o m e s  

f r o m 
b lu e pigment that is  deriv ed 
from their diet of fish. The 
pigments  act as  antiox idants  
and b u ild u p in the b irds ’  f eet, 
giv ing them their dis tinc-
tiv e b lu e color.  I t is  b eliev ed 
that the b lu er the b ird’ s  f eet 
the b etter the diet and a b ird 
with b etter diet is  healthier 
than other b irds .  S o, the b lu e 
f eet actu ally  indicate an in-
dividual’s fitness and ability 
to reprodu ce.  T he b lu er the 
healthier.

All of  this  b irds ’  kooky  
looks  and f oolis h b ehav ior 
is  s et as ide when the b oob ies  
are f ly ing and hu nting f or 
fish. Their large strong wings 
carry  them q u ickly  ab ov e the 
ocean’ s  s u rf ace.  T hey  s pot 
fish in the water below and 
dive headfirst into the water at 
a high rate of  s peed.  T hey  hit 
the water with s u ch f orce that 
they often reach three to five 
f eet into the water, s natching 
up a fish before bobbing back 
to the s u rf ace.  T hey  q u ickly  
take f light and repeat this  
ov er and ov er u ntil they  hav e 
caught enough fish.

S o, no matter how s illy  
or goof y  a b ird’ s  common 
name may  b e, there s eems  
to alway s  b e a reas on f or or 
ref erence to the b ird’ s  b iol-
ogy .  I t’ s  j u s t one more thing 
I  like ab ou t the natu ral world 
of  b irds .    U ntil nex t time…

Stan T ekiela is an au-
thor /  naturalist and wildlife 
photographer who travels the 
world to capture images of 
wildlife. He can be followed 
at www.I nstagram.com and 
www.F acebook.com. He can 
be contacted via his website 
at www.N atureSmart.com.  

By Naturist
Stan Tekiela

Witter s aid the cou nty  is  
f ortuna te to award the con-
tract to Ames Construction.  

T he company  is  cu r-
rently working on the large 
interchange proj ects  in 
R ams ey on H wy. 10.

H e s aid ev en with the 
nu mb er of  delay s  with 
f u nding is s u es , he b eliev es  
the cou nty  can s till main-
tain the completion date of  
s u b s tantially  completing 
the proj ect b y  the end of  
2026.  

After the vote, Com-
mis s ioner Brad S chu m-
acher thanked a lis t of  
people who were ins tru -
mental in getting the proj -
ect going, includ ing f ormer 
Commissioner Lisa Fobbe, 
P u b lic Works  and other 
cou nty  s taf f ,  f ormer Z im-
merman M ay or N ick S tay , 
Z immerman Adminis trator 
Randy Piasecki and Con-
gressman Emmer’s office.

Co.  R d .  2 9  A g ree-
ment

T he b oard approv ed 
a j oint powers  agreement 
with City of Princeton for 
the Co. Rd. 29 Reconstruc-
tion P roj ect.

Co. Rd. 29 will be re-
cons truc ted f rom H wy. 169 
to the north cou nty  line.  A 
s ignal s y s tem is  propos ed 
to b e ins talled at the inter-
section of Co. Rd. 29 and 
Co. Rd.  2�Northland Drive. 
T he ins tallation of  the s ig-
nal req u ires  a j oint powers  
agreement f or cos t s hare 
with P rinceton.

M P CA G rant
T he b oard approv ed 

and au thoriz ed s u b mis -
s ion of  an application to 
the MPCA for the 2�26 
Low-,ncome Fix-up Sub-
s u rf ace S ewage T reatment 
S y s tem G rant program in 
the amount  of  $74,000.

T he program is  heav -
ily  u tiliz ed in the cou nty , 
and the f u nds  P lanning 
and Z oning has  to s u pport 
the program are going to 
be significantly reduced in 
2 02 6  du e to the ex hau s ted 
$ 1 5 0,000 grant to as s is t 
low-income landowner 
with replacing f ailing s eptic 
s y s tems  that was  receiv ed 
in 2 02 3.  T he $ 7 4 ,000 will 
ens u re the cou nty  has  ade-
q u ate f u nds  to s u pport the 
program f or 2026.

T uesd ay’ s M eeting
The Sherburne County 

Board T u es day  recogniz ed 
G eographic I nf ormation 
S y s tem ( G I S ) s taf f  mem-
b ers  who receiv ed the 
S pecial Achiev ement in 
G I S Award.

T he E S R I  S pecial 
Achie v ement in G I S  
( S AG )  Award recogniz es  
organiz ations  worldwide 
f or their out s tanding us e of  
G I S  technology. S herbur ne 
County received a 2�2� 
award f or its  innov ativ e 
G I S  P ermitting P latf orm.   

P u b lic Works  Direc-
tor Andrew Witter s aid 
u s ing G I S  technology , the 
department created a per-
mitting s y s tem that allows  
citiz ens  to apply  online and 
track their permit, s tream-
lines  workf lows , is  mo-
bile-friendly for field work, 
reminds  s taf f  of  critical 
deadlines , s u pports  s taf f  in 
b etter decis ion-making, and 
is  cus tomiz abl e.

Sherburne County now 
proces s es  ab ou t 2 ,5 00 per-
mits  a ye ar throu gh the us e 
of  G I S .

G I S  s taf f  inclu de J enna 
Walz  - S enior G I S  S pecial-
is t, 9 ye ars  with S herbur ne 
County�  Melissa Gearman 
- G I S  S pecialis t, 4  y ears ;   
Brett Forbes - G,S Coordi-
nator, 2� years and Carrie 
:inter - Office Supervisor, 
6 ye ars .

Sherburne County was 
the only  local M innes ota 
gove rnment recogniz ed f or 
the award.

E V Contract
I n a 4- 1 vot e, the boa rd 

awarded the contract f or the 
ins tallation of  the E lectric 
Vehicle Charging Stations 
at the Sherburne County 
Government Center to De-
s ign E lectric at $ 35 5 . 07 7 .  
T he original engineer’ s  es -
timate was  208,266.40.  

Bas ed on the grants  
receiv ed f or the proj ect, 
the count y has  be en abl e to 
s hif t grant f unds  around s o 
there will b e no new lev y  
impact ab ov e what was  
originally  anticipated and 
bu dgeted.

T he cou nty  will re-
ceive �2��,��� in Carbon 
R edu ction f u nding and 
$ 4 2 ,1 1 1 . 31  in a F orce Ac-
count  agreement.

Commissioner Gregg 
F elbe r vot ed agains t.

P ark  G rant
T he boa rd approve d an 

Ou tdoor R ecreation G rant 
Agreement with the M N  
Dept. of  N atur al R es our ces  
f or park improv ements  at 
I s land V iew P ark.

I n 2 02 3, the cou nty  
s olicited grant f u nding to 
improv e parking, edu ca-
tional f eatur es , picnic f acil-
ities  and res troom f acilities  
at I s land V iew P ark.  T he 
cou nty  has  b een awarded 
$ 35 0,000 f or the proj ect.  
T he grant req u ires  a 5 0%  
match.  T he $ 35 0,000 non-
s tate match is  inclu ded in 
the approv ed 2 02 5  P arks  
Bu dget ( $ 2 2 1 ,5 00 throu gh 
AR P A and $128,500 in the 
P arks  Budge t) .

Other Business
I n other actions  the 

bo ard:
•  Approv ed a tempo-

rary On-S ale liq uor  licens e 
for the Clear Lake Lions 
Club, to be used at Palmer 
T wp.  P ark on S ept.  6  f or 
P almer Day;

•  Approv ed the is -
s u ance of  a S olid Was te 
License to Elk River Com-
pos ting, I nc.  f or renewal 
of a <ard :aste Compost 
F acility  f or a 5 -y ear term, 
ending on Dec.31, 2030;

•  Approv ed a prelim-
inary and final simple plat 
of  “ Belmont P ines ,”  con-
s is ting of  two lots  on 49.24 
acres  on 269t h Ave . N W in 
Livonia Twp.�

•  Approv ed amend-
ments  to the S herb u rne 
County 2��� Comprehen-
s ive  P lan to account  f or the 
incorporation of the City 
of  Baldwin and to addres s  
changes  in local planning 
docu ments  and policy  di-
rection;

• Approve d renewal of  
a County Solid :aste Li-
cens e f or R ite Away  Aut o, 
I nc. .  T he company  operates  
a s alv age y ard f acility  in 
Big Lake Twp. and is near-
ing the end of  their initial 
one-ye ar term.

COUNTY
from  page 1

organiz ations  will b e drawn 
randomly  ou t of  the b as ket 
and either the nominator or a 
representative of that nonprofit 
will b e as ked to giv e a three to 
five minute presentation. This 
will inclu de inf ormation s u ch 
as  the name, their mis s ion or 
pu rpos e, their s erv ice area, and 
what they  do to make Becker a 
b etter place to liv e, work, learn 
and play .

T he committee has  de-
cided not to entertain nomi-
nations  of  chu rches  or s chool 
activ ities , as  thos e grou ps  
u s u ally  hav e well es tab lis hed 
f u ndrais ing operations  already  
in place.

Af ter the pres entations , 
donors  will then cas t their tick-
ets  f or their pref erred grou p 
and the s teering committee 
will tab u late the v otes .   Drinks , 
appetiz ers  and f ood will b e 
available at Pebble Creek, as 
K u ha and the organiz ers  are 
hoping the attendees  can f orm 
a s ocial connection that leads  
to additional, s u cces s f u l ev ents  
in the f u tu re.   T he entire af f air 
is  ex pected to b e done b y  8 : 30 
p. m.

Additional inf ormation 
can b e ob tained b y  emailing:  
womenwhocareofbeckermn@
gmail.com or b y  contacting a 
memb er of  the committee, in-
clu ding K u ha, Andria Belis le, 
T es s  H ou go, J es s ica R eid, 
S ara Way tas hek, M elis s a 
Aes hliman, K aren M owers , 
S tephanie H illes heim, S han-
non Doering M arklowitz  and 
J ane F ox  du ’ M onceau x .

100 WOMEN
from  page 1

CW RODEO
from  page 1

perf ormances , with attendees  alternating b etween cheering 
and holding their br eath as  they watched ba reba ck br onc 
riding, s addle b ronc riding, s teer wres tling, b reakaway  
roping, tie down roping, team roping, b arrel racing, and 
the mos t dangerous  eve nt of  them all, bul l riding.

Sponsored by the Clear Lake Lions Club, kids pony 
rides were free all three days. The Clearwater Lions Club 
again walked the s tands  s elling be er to thirs ty a ttendees . 

K ids  cou ld als o s ign up to try their hand at the mut ton 
bus t, calf  ribbon r ace, and boot  s crambl e.

Althou gh there was n’ t a rodeo perf ormance on S u n-
day, a free breakfast and non-denominational Cowboy 
Church Service was held in the morning.

The Silver Bullet Saddle Club is a non-profit, com-
muni ty  oriented organiz ation whos e membe rs  of  all ages  
are dedicated to the educ ation of  equi ne activi ties  and en-
cour aging the hum ane treatment of  all animals . T he club 
prides  its elf  on its  f amily -f riendly  atmos phere and com-
muni ty  invol ve ment. 

SBSC is always looking for new members and stress 
that owners hip of  a hors e is n’ t req u ired.  Althou gh their 
largest event is the three-day annual Clearwater Rodeo, 
the clu b  participates  in v ariou s  parades  and other activ ities  
throughout  the s pring and s um mer and is  als o home to the 
µChaos in Clearwater’ demolition derby. To learn more 
vi s it silverbulletsaddleclub.com.

M on-F ri.  8 am - 6 pm
N ex t to N A P A  A uto P arts, Z immerman
w w w . allpetsv ethospital. com

Y ou r local area v eterinarians  s ince 1 9 9 3

Dr.  J oel I hnen
Dr.  C hris tina M atts on
7 6 3 - 8 5 6 - 8 3 8 7

All Pets Veterinary Hospital
and Equine Service

320-743-5838
rachel@caninecabin.com

www.caninecabin.com

BOAR DI N G
G R OOM I N G
T R AI N I N G

T he v ery  b es t care
while y ou ’ re away

If you can provide a loving home for any of these animals, please contact the 

TRI-COUNTY HUMANE SOCIETY 
320-252-0896

www.tricountyhumanesociety.org
735 8th St. NE - P.O. Box 701 - St. Cloud, MN  56302-0701

Working with the community to find homes for needy pets

CHARLOTTE
can’t wait to find her new home! This 2-year-old female 
guinea pig can be a bit shy, but is easy to handle and 
enjoys spending time outside her cage to explore! Her foster 
described her as sweet as pie. All the critters in our small 
animal room are “name your own price,” and all bonded pairs 
must go together.

has a big personality and - true to her breed - she can be a 
bit stubborn. Bella is an 8-year-old Husky independent and 
sometimes prefering to do things her own way. She’ll thrive 
with someone who understands Husky behavior and can offer 
consistent structure (and maybe a few treats for motivation).

COFFEE
 is a sweet senior cat looking for her next home! Coffee, who 
is 12 years old and spayed, is a loving, people-oriented cat 
with a big personality. She’s affectionate, playful, and loves 
to chat. Coffee previously lived with another kitty and was 
not a fan of sharing her space. Due to this, she should go to 
a home where she can be a solo cat.

BELLA

PetNet Works



Area News

Thank you to our advertisers for helping the 
Patriot stay “free” to our readers!

15920 Hwy. 10, Becker • 763-262-0871

Call today for a free estimate!
24/7 Service • Emergency #: 320.267.1855

Visit us online: wruckexcavating.com

Wruck Excavating Inc. — 
Your trusted septic experts

• Septic system design & installation
• Septic Tank & Drain Field Repair
• Routine Maintenance & emergency Services
• Pipe Replacement

We slaughter in-house
Call to book an appointment!

FORMERLY T&R MEATS

105 PINE ST., CLEARWATER • 320-558-6390

• Steaks • Pork Chops • Brats 
• Hot Dogs • Hamburgers 
• Chicken • Roasts & More!

We are now hiring - 
Trimmers
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Keller Lake Commons in Big Lake, now an Assisted Living Community 
offering full apartments ranging from 644 to 956 square feet. Cable is included in rents 

for private pay and housing support (formerly known as GRH) renters. Accepting EW and 
CADI. For more information please contact Nicole Gilder, Housing Director at 

763-263-2363 or check us out online at www.kellerlakecommons.com

6 Mi. S of Foley or 10 mi. N of Becker on Hwy 25 & Duelm Rd
Open 9am - 7pm

Strawberries - Watermelon - Cantaloupe  
Tomatoes - Peppers - Green Beans, Potatoes  

Cabbage - Pickling Cucumbers and Dill

Fresh Picked 
Sweet Corn

Svihe l V eget ab le F arm

R alphi e’ SR alphi e’ SR alphi e’ SR alphi e’ SR alphi e’ SR alphi e’ S

Save 11¢ off per gallon on Mondays 
with Minnoco Rewards thru 9-22-25

7988 Front St. • Clear Lake 
facebook.com/ralphiesminnococlearlake

13374 US-10 • Elk River 
763.441.7077 • facebook.com/ralphiesminnoco

$ 2  
o f f

any 20# propane

$ 3 
o f f

any 30# propane

N o t  valid  w it h  any  
o t h er o f f ers ,  

s pecials  o r 
co upo ns .  

E x pires   9/ 2 3/ 2 5

N o t  valid  w it h  any  
o t h er o f f ers ,  

s pecials  o r 
co upo ns .  

E x pires  9/ 2 3/ 2 5

O R

Works Plus
 Car Wash

N o t  valid  w it h  any  
o t h er o f f ers ,  

s pecials  o r 
co upo ns .  

E x pires  9/ 2 3/ 2 5

$ 799
Reg. Price $12
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Back to School Specials!

We sell fishing licenses and 
have live bait & tackle! 

• propane refills • car wash • deli

We sell 
Sweet 

Pea’s pies!

WE BUILD YEAR-ROUND

(320) 259-7701  |  AMERIBUILTBUILDINGS.COM

• Equestrian
• Agricultural
• Residential

• Commercial
• General Contracting

• Post Frame
• Steel Frame

MN LIC. BC116509

Parade Float Contest - Football Theme

contact eventbrite.com 
for tickets

30-50% 
OFF All 

Perennials, 
Shrubs & 

Trees!
• Fruit trees 

• Shade trees 
• Shrubs 

• Perennials

320-743-4421
3928 105th Ave - 5 mi N 

of Clear Lake on 
Co. Rd. 6

End of 
Season Sale

Open
7 days a 
week!

and landscape

Dog/Cat Vaccination Clinic &
Well Water NITRATE Testing
O n e Y e a r : R a b i e s $ 1 5 C a n i n e D H P P $ 2 0 , C a n i n e L y m e s $ 4 0

F e l i n e :  P R C  $ 2 0 ,  R a b i e s  $ 1 5 ,  F E L E U K  $ 4 0  
C A S H P A Y M E N T  R E Q U I R E D

Thank you to Barrington Oaks Veterinary Hospital

Dogs must be on leash/Harness Cats in carrier

FREE Nitrate Testing for Well Water
A llow wat e r t o r u n 5 - 1 0 minu t e s b e f or e f illing t h e cont aine r .
B r ing at le ast  ½ cu p  of wat e r .
A ll samp le s sh ou ld b e k e p t cold.
Y ou can b r ing mor e t h an one samp le t o comp ar e wat e r t r e at me nt p r oce ss.

•
•
•
•

THANK YOU Sherburne Soil & Water Conservation District (SWCD) &
Minnesota Department of Agriculture.

Q u e st ions? C all 7 6 3 - 2 6 3 - 8 1 1 1

SATURDAY September 6th 2025

9:00 am - 12:00 pm
Big Lake Lions Park / Big Lake Township Townhall
21960 County Road 5 NW Big Lake, MN 55309

/

C c c c c c c c c c c g v d v d

ALL EXHIBITORS WELCOME!

FEATURING: Allis Chalmers and Witte Engines
Sept emb er 11,  12 ,  13,  14 •  2 1565 360t h  St .  Alb any ,  M N

MUSIC
Country, Old Tyme, Bluegrass, 
Karoake, Gospel
See website for Bands

DAILY EVENTS
�reshing, Corn Shelling, Log Sawing, 
Shingle Mill, Rock Crushing, Rope 
Making, Blacksmith Shop, Print Shop, 
Flour Mill, Miniature Land, Gravel 
Construction AreaFOOD

�reshers Breakfast in the Saloon
Hamburger STand, Malt Stand, Popcorn, 
Ice Cream, Hot Dogs & More!

ACTIVITIES
Silent Auction/Ra�e
400+ Tractors on Display
600+ Engines on Display
Souvenir Shop, Country Store
Country School, G-K Building
Kids Train Rides, Working Models
Model Railroad Museum
Post O�ce, Tekephone Building
Vintage Car & Truck Display

LADIES BUILDING
Christmas Display, Quilting, Cooking, 
Cra�ing, Knitting, Rug Making & More!

CHURCH SERVICES
Saturday 5pm Mass Catholic Services
Sunday 8am Mass Catholic Services

PARADE
Friday 4pm - Featured Parade
Saturday 1:30pm, Sunday 2pm

SPECIAL EVENTS
Garden Tractor Pull  - Friday 6pm
Je� Mortenson: 320-339-5071
Queen & Princess Coronation - Fri., 7pm
Located at the Saloon
Log Sawing Contest - Sat. at Dusk
Wild West Show - Sun., 11:30am

L AR G E  F L E A M AR K E T
Cra�s & Vendors on Main Street

Ronald Paulsen: 320-845-7105

G E N E R AL :  Allis Chalmers - Kenny Ritter: 320-241-1640 & Cody Wangen: 701-552-2780
                     Witte Engines - Fezzy Hanauer: 320-248-9369 & Patty Hanauer: 320-249-9315
G AT E S O PE N :  �ursday, Friday, Saturday & Sunday - 7am
AD M I SSI O N :  $12 per day - $25 per season pass - $40 camping donation
                            Kids 12 and under FREE!      Service Dogs Only!!
                            (When accompanied by and adult)
E V E N T  SPO N SO R E D  B Y :  �e Stearns County Pioneer Club
                                                     (A non-pro�t organization)
N O  AT V S O R  G O L F  CAR T S W I T H O U T  PR O O F  O F  H AN D I CAP 
AN D  CE R T I F I CAT E  O F  I N SU R AN CE

Primit ive Camping 
o n G ro und s

       

2 02 6 F eat ure
J o h n D eere

Stearns County Pioneer Club  • www.albanypioneerdays.com
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Classifieds
A U T OM OBILE S
G OT  A N  U N W A N T E D CA R ? ? ?  DO-
N A T E  IT  T O P A T R IOT IC H E A R T S.  
F as t f ree pick u p.  P atriotic H earts ’  programs  
help v eterans  f ind work or s tart their own 
b u s ines s .  C all 2 4 / 7 :  1 -8 33-4 8 5 -1 04 6 .  ( mcn)

G et a b reak  on y our tax es!  Donate y ou r car, 
tru ck, or S U V  to as s is t the b lind and v is u ally  
impaired.  Arrange a s wif t, no-cos t v ehicle 
picku p and s ecu re a generou s  tax  credit f or 
2 02 5 .  C all H eritage f or the Blind T oday  at 
1 -8 5 5  9 7 7 -7 030 today !  ( mcn)

Donate y our car, truck , b oat, R V  and  
more to support our v eterans!  S chedu le 
a F AS T , F R E E  v ehicle picku p and receiv e 
a top tax  dedu ction!  C all V eteran C ar Dona-
tions  at 1 -8 8 8 -4 2 9 -2 331  today !  ( mcn)

CA BLE / IN T E R N E T
A FFOR DA BLE  T V  &  IN T E R N E T .  I f  
y ou  are ov erpay ing f or y ou r s erv ice, call now 
f or a f ree q u ote and s ee how mu ch y ou  can 
s av e!  1 -8 33-4 7 2 -7 9 5 4 .  ( mcn)

DIR E CT V -  A ll y our entertainment.  N oth-
ing  on y our roof!  S ign u p f or Directv  and get 
y ou r f irs t three months  of  M ax , P aramou nt+ , 
S howtime, S tarz , M G M +  and C inemax  in-
clu ded.  C hoice package $ 8 4 . 9 9 / mo.  S ome 
res trictions  apply .  C all DI R E C T V  1 -8 6 6 -
2 9 6 -1 4 09 .  ( mcn)

FIN A N CIA L
Inflation is at 4 0 - y ear hig hs.  Interest rates 
are w ay  up.  C redit C ards .  M edical Bills .  C ar 
Loans .  Do y ou  hav e $ 1 0k or more in deb t?  
C all N AT I ON AL DE BT  R E LI E F  and f ind 
ou t how to pay  of f  y ou r deb t f or s ignif icantly  
les s  than what y ou  owe!  F R E E  q u ote:  C all 
1 -8 6 6 -5 5 2 -06 4 9 .  ( mcn)

H E A LT H  &  M E DICA L
DE N T A L IN SU R A N CE  f rom P hy s icians  
M u tu al I ns u rance C ompany .  C ov erage f or 
4 00 plu s  procedu res .  R eal dental ins u rance 
-N OT  j u s t a dis cou nt plan.  Do not wait!  C all 
now!  G et y ou r F R E E  Dental I nf ormation K it 
with all the details !  1 -8 5 5 -9 7 3-9 1 7 5  www.
dental5 0plu s . com/ midwes t # 6 2 5 8  ( mcn)

P OR T A BLE  OX Y G E N  CON CE N T R A -
T OR  M ay  Be C ov ered b y  M edicare!  R e-
claim independence and mob ility  with the 
compact des ign and long-las ting b attery  of  
I nogen One.  F ree inf ormation kit!  C all 8 4 4 -
7 1 6 -2 4 1 1 .  ( mcn)

ST OP  OV E R P A Y IN G  FOR  H E A LT H  

IN SU R A N CE !  A recent s tu dy  s hows  that a 
maj ority  of  people s tru ggle to pay  f or health 
cov erage.  Let u s  s how y ou  how mu ch y ou  
can s av e.  C all N ow f or a no-ob ligation q u ote:  
1 -8 8 8 -7 7 2 -8 4 5 4 .  Y ou  will need to hav e y ou r 
z ip code to connect to the right prov ider.  
( mcn)

H OM E  SE R V ICE S
Don’ t P ay  for Cov ered  H ome R epairs 
A g ain!  Ou r home warranty  cov ers  ALL 
M AJ OR  S Y S T E M S  AN D AP P LI AN C E S .  
We s tand b y  ou r s erv ice and if  we can’ t f ix  
it, we’ ll replace it!  P ick the plan that f its  y ou r 
b u dget!  C all:  1 -8 33-8 1 6 -2 1 2 8 .  ( mcn)

W A T E R  DA M A G E  CLE A N U P  &  R E S-
T OR A T ION : A s mall amou nt of  water can 
lead to maj or damage in y ou r home.  Ou r 
tru s ted prof es s ionals  do complete repairs  to 
protect y ou r f amily  and y ou r home’ s  v alu e!  
C all 2 4 / 7 :  1 -8 33-8 7 9 -1 4 8 0.  H av e z ip code of  
s erv ice location ready  when y ou  call!  ( mcn)

M ISCE LLA N E OU S
CA SH  P A ID FOR  A N T IQ U E  H arley  
Dav ids on, I ndian or other American motor-
cy cles  or parts  f rom 1 9 00 thru  1 9 7 0.  Any  
condition.  M idwes t collector will pick u p 
any where.  P hone ( 309 ) 6 4 5 -4 6 2 3.  ( mcn)

R each ov er 1 . 4  million homes for j ust 
$ 2 4 9 !  Adv ertis e y ou r b u s ines s  or item with a 
clas s if ied ad in the M idwes t F ree C ommu nity  
P apers .  S imple, cos t-ef f ectiv e, and powerf u l.  
One call, and y ou ’ re done!  Boos t y ou r v is i-
b ility  now!  8 8 8 -8 9 9 -6 32 7 .  ( mcn)

SunSetter.  A merica’ s N umb er One A w -
ning !  I ns tant s hade at the tou ch of  a b u tton.  
T rans f orm y ou r deck or patio into an ou tdoor 
oas is .  U p to 1 0-y ear limited warranty .  C all 
now and S AV E  $ 35 0 today !  1 -8 5 5 -4 6 2 -
2 330.  ( mcn)

N E E D N E W  FLOOR IN G ?  C all today  
s chedu le a F R E E  in-home es timate on C ar-
peting &  F looring.  C all T oday !  1 -8 33-6 4 1 -
6 32 3.  ( mcn)

IN J U R E D IN  A N  A CCIDE N T ?  Don’ t 
Accept the ins u rance company ’ s  f irs t of f er.  
M any  inj u red parties  are entitled to cas h s et-
tlements  in the $ 1 000’ s .  G et a f ree ev alu ation 
to s ee what y ou r cas e is  really  worth.  1 00%  
F ree E v alu ation.  C all N ow:  1 -8 33-8 7 9 -1 5 34 .  
( mcn)

Y OU  M A Y  Q U A LIFY  f or dis ab ility  b ene-
f its  if  y ou  hav e are b etween 5 2 -6 3 y ears  old 

and u nder a doctor’ s  care f or a health con-
dition that prev ents  y ou  f rom working f or a 
y ear or more.  C all now!  1 -8 33-6 4 1 -6 7 7 9 .  
( mcn)

P repare for pow er outag es tod ay  w ith a 
G enerac H ome Stand b y  G enerator.  Act 
now to receiv e a F R E E  5 -Y ear warranty  with 
q u alif y ing pu rchas e.  C all 1 -8 7 7 -2 2 8 -5 7 8 9  
today  to s chedu le a f ree q u ote.  I t’ s  not j u s t a 
generator.  I t’ s  a power mov e.  ( mcn)

N O M OR E  CLE A N IN G  OU T  G U T -
T E R S.  G u aranteed!  Leaf F ilter is  b acked b y  
a no-clog gu arantee and lif etime trans f erra-
b le warranty .  C all today  1 -8 5 5 -5 7 7 -1 2 6 8  to 
s chedu le a F R E E  ins pection and no ob liga-
tion es timate.  P lu s  get 7 5 %  of f  ins tallation 
and a b onu s  $ 2 5 0 dis cou nt!  Limited time 
only .  R es trictions  apply , s ee repres entativ e 
f or warranty  and of f er details .  ( mcn)

T he b athroom of y our d reams in as lit-
tle as 1  d ay .  Limited T ime Of f er - $ 1 000 
of f  or N o P ay ments  and N o I nteres t f or 1 8  
months  f or cu s tomers  who q u alif y .  BC I  Bath 
&  S hower.  M any  options  av ailab le.  Q u ality  
materials  &  prof es s ional ins tallation.  S enior 
&  M ilitary  Dis cou nts  Av ailab le.  C all T oday !  
1 -8 33-6 1 8 -1 1 7 8 .  ( mcn)

R eplace y our roof w ith the b est look ing  
and  long est lasting  material steel from 
E rie M etal R oofs!  T hree s ty les  and mu l-
tiple colors  av ailab le.  G u aranteed to las t a 
lif etime!  Limited T ime Of f er- u p to 5 0%  of f  
ins tallation +  Additional 1 0%  of f  ins tall ( f or 
military , health workers  &  1 s t res ponders . )  
C all E rie M etal R oof s :  1 -8 4 4 -9 07 -2 38 6 .  
( mcn)

Ov er $ 5 0 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  in timeshare d eb t and  
fees cancelled  in 2 0 1 9 .  G et f ree inf orma-
tional package and learn how to get rid of  
y ou r times hare!  F ree cons u ltations .  Ov er 4 5 0 
pos itiv e rev iews .  C all 8 7 7 -32 6 -1 6 08 .  ( mcn)

W A N T  T O BU Y
CA SH  P A ID FOR  H IG H - E N D M E N ’ S 
SP OR T  W A T CH E S!  R olex , Breitling, 
Omega, P atek P hilippe, H eu er, Day tona, 
G M T , S u b mariner and S peedmas ter.  C all 
1 -8 33-6 4 1 -6 6 4 6 .  ( mcn)

W E  BU Y  V IN T A G E  G U IT A R S!  Look-
ing f or 1 9 2 0-1 9 8 0 G ib s on, M artin, F ender, 
G rets ch, E piphone, G u ild, M os rite, R icken-
b acker, P rairie S tate, D’ Angelico, S tromb erg.  
And G ib s on M andolins  /  Banj os .  1 -8 33-6 4 1 -
7 02 8 .  ( mcn)

Minnesota Newspaper Association Classifieds

                                     Week of August 24, 2025             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

MISCELLANEOUS

        
MISCELLANEOUSHELP WANTED

WANTED TO BUY

AGE 55+ WORKERS 
needed for part-time custodial 
work at rest areas and state parks 
in Minnesota. Apply online at 
greenviewmn.com or call 651/639-1913 

WANTED: 
ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES

Running or not. Titled or not. Will pick 
up. Cash in exchange. Sell now before 
prices fall. Call Dan at 612/720-2142

WE BUY HOUSES 
for cash AS IS! No repairs. No fuss. 
Any condition. Easy three step 
process: Call, get cash off er and get 
paid. Get your fair cash off er today by 
calling Liz Buys Houses: 844/978-0683

DON’T LET THE STAIRS 
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY!

Discover the ideal solution for any-
one who struggles on the stairs, is 
concerned about a fall or wants to 
regain access to their entire home. 
Call AmeriGlide today! 866/852-5506

GET BOOST INFINITE! 
Unlimited talk, text and data for just 
$25/mo! The power of 3 5G networks, one 
low price! Call today and get the latest 
iPhone every year on us! 855/849-6621

GET DISH 
SATELLITE TV + INTERNET!

Free install, free HD-DVR upgrade, 80,000 
on-demand movies,plus limited time up to 
$600 In gift cards. Call today! 855/562-4309

GET A BREAK ON YOUR TAXES!
Donate your car, truck, or SUV to 
assist the blind and visually 
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost 
vehicle pickup and secure a generous 
tax credit for 2025. Call Heritage for 
the Blind Today at 844/220-9501 today!

SAFE STEP
North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. 
Comprehensive lifetime warranty.
Top-of-the-line installation and ser-
vice. Now featuring our FREE shower
package and $1,600 off  for a 
limited time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 833/966-3882

Advertise here statewide in 200+ newspapers for only 
$279 per week! Call 612-332-8844

Your ad here! 
Only $279 to reach a statewide audience of 

1.3 million readers!!!   612-332-8844

OUTDOOR FURNACES NO-
TICE - Outdoor furnace, parts 
and supplies are in high de-
mand and have limited avail-
ability. With approximate lead 
times of about 8 months, plan 
and look ahead. Reserve now 
to have one to install for this 
summer or fall installation. We 
feature Central Boiler furnaces 
and products for complete in-
stallation. We have financing 
available, and up to a $2,000 
tax credit available on select 
models. Reserve today. Call 
or go online, 763-972-6255; 
classactfurnace.com.       ________________________

Outdoor Furnaces

220 USED CARS to choose 
from. We also BUY used cars. 
Guaranteed Approval! Morrie’s 
Auto Connection, 559 Hwy 10, 
St. Cloud (next to the red barn 
Dairy Queen). 320-229-1900. 
Apply online at: 
www.MorriesAutoConnection.com
________________________

Used Cars

To place your ad, call 763.275.0275 or stop by our office at 
14054 Bank Street, Becker • Website: www.patriotnewsmn.com

HANSON PAVING. Residen-
tial & commercial. Driveways, 
parking lots, asphalt, paving & 
asphalt patchwork. No job too 
small. Call for a free estimate 
at 320-259-7874 office. 3636 
Quail Rd., Sauk Rapids. We 
accept Visa & Mastercard. 
www.hansonpaving,com
_______________________

Asphalt/Blacktop

MURPHY
CHEVROLET

N e w  &  U s e d  C a r s  &  T r u c k s
(320) 968-6239

www.murphychevrolet.com

Automotive

TOTAL LAWN CARE, INC. 
Locally owned & operated 
since 1985. Fertilization, core 
aeration, guaranteed control 
of: weeds, crabgrass, mos-
quitoes, ants/ticks/spiders, 
grubworms and Emerald Ash 
Borer. Experience the differ-
ence. 320-685-4131. 
www.totallawn.us
________________________

Lawn Care

HASSAN SAND & GRAVEL 
has a large selection of dec-
orative rock, pulverized & 
screened topsoil, all types 
of driveway aggregates, 
wood & rubber mulch, land-
scape supplies, play/volley-
ball/mason sand, fieldstone 
boulders, steps & natural 
quarry stone, synthetic turf 
products. M-F 7am-4pm & 
Sat, 7am-noon. 13530 Wil-
liamdale Rd., Rogers. 763-
428-2393. 
www.HassanSand.com
Clip this ad & save $20 off 
your purchase of $100 or 

more! Exp. 10/20/25

Landscaping

Public Notices
OR DIN A N CE # 296 2n d  Series Summary 

A N  OR DIN A N CE  A M E N DIN G  CH A P T E R  4 
CON ST R U CT ION  LICE N SIN G , P E R M IT S, A N D 

R E G U LA T ION  IN  T H E  CIT Y  OF BE CK E R  CODE  
T he f ollowing of f icial s u mmary  of  the ordinance ref erred to has  b een 
approv ed b y  the C ity  C ou ncil of  Becker as  clearly  inf orming the 
publ ic of  the intent and ef f ect of  the amendments . 

C hapter 4, C ons truc tion Licens ing, P ermits , and 
R egul ation 

T his  ordinance amends  mul tiple s ections  of  this  chapter to align with 
cur rent M innes ota bui lding code regul ations  and upda tes  permit s ub -
mittal requi rements  f or bui lding permit applications  and adminis tra-
tive  permit applications . Additionally , it repeals  S S T S  regul ations . 
A printed copy  of  the entire ordinance and of f icial z oning map is  
av ailab le f or ins pection b y  any  pers on at C ity  H all any  M onday  
throu gh T hu rs day  b etween the cu rrent hou rs  of  7 : 00 a. m.  and 5 : 00 
p.m . a nd F ridays  b etween the hour s  of  7: 00 a.m . a nd 12: 00 p.m . 
T his  docu ment hereb y  is  made a part of  this  ordinance and is  attached 
hereto.
/ s /  M ark K olbi nger, M ayor
AT T E S T :
/ s /  S hannon M ortens on, C lerk
( P ubl is hed in the Patriot:  08/ 23/ 25.)

CIT Y  OF BE CK E R
N OT ICE  OF P U BLIC H E A R IN G  

T O CON SIDE R  V A CA T IN G  P OR T ION S OF 
M U LT IP LE  DR A IN A G E  A N D U T ILIT Y  E A SE M E N T S 
IN  E N E R G Y  P A R K  N IN T H  A DDIT ION , SH E R BU R N E  

COU N T Y , M IN N E SOT A
P u rs u ant to M innes ota S tatu te §  4 1 2 . 8 5 1 , the C ity  of  Becker C ity  
C ounc il dul y called f or a publ ic hearing to cons ider va cating mul ti-
ple portions  of  drainage and ut ility eas ements  in E nergy P ark N inth 
Addition. 
N otice is  hereb y  giv en that a hearing will b e held b ef ore the C ity  
C ou ncil of  the C ity  of  Becker on the 2 nd day  of  S eptemb er 2 02 5 , 
in the C ity H all C ity  C ounc il C hambe rs  located at 12060 S herbur ne 
Ave  S E  at approx imately 5: 00 pm to cons ider the va cation of  mul ti-
ple portions  of  drainage and ut ility eas ements  in E nergy P ark N inth 
Addition.
A copy of  the draf t res olut ion, and image s howing which eas ements  
are propos ed to b e v acated, is  av ailab le u pon req u es t or can b e 
v iewed at the C ity  of  Becker C ity  H all M onday  throu gh T hu rs day , 
7 : 00am –  4 : 30pm, and F riday , 7 : 00am –  1 2 : 00pm.   Any one interes ted 
in this  is s u e is  encour aged to attend and comment at the P ubl ic H ear-
ing.  I f  you are un ab le to attend, pleas e provi de written comment to 
J acob S anders  at P .O . Box 250, Becker, M N   55308 or by e-mail to 
jsanders@ci.becker.mn.us by 4: 30 p.m . S eptembe r 2nd, 2025. 
/ s /  J acob S anders
C ommuni ty D eve lopment Director
( P ubl is hed in the Patriot:  8/ 23/ 25, 08/ 30/ 25.)

T OWN  OF BE CK E R
N OT ICE  OF P U BLIC H E A R IN G

N otice is  hereb y  giv en that the Becker T owns hip P lanning 
C ommis s ion will hold its  regul ar meeting at 7: 00 p.m . on M onday , 
S eptemb er 8 , 2 02 5 , at Becker T own H all, 1 2 1 6 5  H ancock S treet, 
Becker, M N .

 T he P lanning C ommis s ion will hold the f ollowing publ ic hear-
ings :

7: 0 1 p m and  follow ing:
 Calv in and  Lind a H eins, ow ners.  V ariance application f or a 

s etba ck va riance to allow an acces s ory s truc tur e at 7014 163r d Ave  
S E , Becker, M N . 

 K elly  and  A aron J urek , Bou ndary  Adj u s tment to adj u s t the 
bo unda ry line be tween 7051 165t h Ave  S E  and 7159 165t h Ave  S E  
to allow s eptic s y s tem to be  located on s ingle parcel.

 Anyone  interes ted in thes e reque s ts  is  encour aged to attend in 
pers on or vi a z oom and comment at the P ubl ic H earing. I f  you have  
q u es tions  regarding the req u es ts  pleas e contact Lu cinda at Becker 
T owns hip H all, 12 165 H ancock S treet, Becker, M N , 763- 261- 5301. 
I f  you are una bl e to attend, pleas e provi de written comment to Lu -
cinda M es s man at P .O . Box 248, Becker, M N  55308 or by email to 
lucinda@beckertownship.org by 4: 00 p.m ., S eptembe r 8, 2025. 
/ s /  Luc inda M es s man
C lerk, Becker T owns hip
( P u bl is hed in the Patriot:  08/ 23/ 25.)

ST A T E  OF M IN N E SOT A
DIST R ICT  COU R T

COU N T Y  OF SH E R BU R N E
T E N T H  JU DICIA L DIS-

T R ICT
P R OBA T E  DIV ISION

Court File N o.:  71- P R - 25- 132
In R e the E state of Sharon 
R enee R ad ek e, Deceased .

OR DE R  A N D N OT ICE  
OF H E A R IN G  ON  P E T IT ION  
FOR  FOR M A L P R OBA T E  OF 
W ILL A N D A P P OIN T M E N T  
OF P E R SON A L R E P R E SE N -
T A T IV E  IN  U N SU P E R V ISE D 
A DM IN IST R A T ION  A N D N O-
T ICE  T O CR E DIT OR S.

T O ALL I N T E R E S T E D 
P E R S ON S  AN D C R E DI T OR S :

I t is  Ordered and N otice is  
hereb y  giv en that on the 5 th of  
N ov emb er, 2 02 5  at 1 : 30 p. m. , a 
hearing will be  held in the above -
named C ou rt at 1 38 8 0 Bu s ines s  
C enter Driv e, E lk R iv er, M N  
5 5 330, M innes ota, f or the pro-
b ate of  an ins tru ment pu rporting 
to b e the will of  the above -named 
deceas ed, dated Octob er 1 9 , 2 01 2 , 
and f or appointment of  C y nthia R .  
Wils on whos e addres s  is  1 5 2 8 4  
1 1 7 th S treet, Becker, M innes ota 
553 08, as  pers onal repres entative  
of  the es tate of  the ab ov e-named 
decedent in u ns u perv is ed admin-
is tration, and that any  ob j ections  
thereto mu s t b e f iled with the 
C ou rt. T hat, if  proper, and no ob -
j ections  are f iled, a pers onal rep-
res entativ e will b e appointed to 
adminis ter the es tate, to collect all 
as s ets , pay a ll legal debt s , claims , 
tax es  and ex pens es , and s ell real 
and pers onal property , and do all 
neces s ary acts  f or the es tate. T his  
is  an adminis trativ e hearing and 
you r appearance is  not requi red.

N otice is  f u rther giv en that 
ALL C R E DI T OR S  havi ng claims  
agains t s aid es tate are requi red to 
pres ent the s ame to s aid pers onal 
repres entative  or to the C our t Ad-
minis trator within f ou r months  
af ter the date of  this  notice or s aid 
claims  will be  ba rred.
Dated:  Augus t 13, 2025
/ s /  J ennif er J elins ki, 
Deput y C our t Adminis trator
Attorney for Petitioner:
J os eph S . M aye rs
K E LM  &  R E U T E R , P .A .
Attorney N o. 0295747
128 7 2nd S treet N orth, S ui te 101
S au k R apids , M N  56379
( 320 ) 251- 1423
kelmreuter@kelmreuter.com
08/ 2 3/ 25, 08/ 30/ 25) .
___________________________

City of  Clear Lak e, M innesota
Ordinance N o. 3- 2 025 An Ordinance R ez oning P arcel F rom A-1
( Agricul tur al)  to B-2 ( H ighway C ommercial) .  8890 M ain Ave  ( P I D 
70- 0018- 2200, which f ronts  H ighway 24, des ires  to operate a com-
mercial bus ines s  on the property . T he property is  cur rently z oned as  
A-1  Agricu ltu ral Dis trict, which does  not permit commercial b u s i-
nes s .  T heref ore, the property  is  rez oned to B-2  H ighway  C ommercial.  
T his  ordinance b ecomes  ef f ectiv e f rom and af ter its  pas s age and pu b -
lication. 
( P ubl is hed in the Patriot:  08/ 23/ 25.)

CIT Y  COU N CIL
CIT Y  OF CLE A R W A T E R
OR DIN A N CE  N O. 2025- 03

A M E N DIN G  P A R T  I, CH A P T E R  34 – T R A FFIC A N D 
V E H ICLE S, A R T ICLE  III – P A R K IN G
OF T H E  CLE A R W A T E R  CIT Y  CODE

T H E  C I T Y  OF  C LE AR WAT E R , M I N N E S OT A, H E R E BY  OR -
DAI N S  AS  F OLLOWS :

A  new  Section 34- 7 0 – N o P ark ing Z ones is hereb y ad d ed  to 
this Chapter.

Section 34- 70 – N o P ark ing Z ones
( a)  As h S treet –  P arking is  hereb y  prohib ited on b oth s ides  

of  As h S treet f rom C ount y R oad 75 t o T .H . 24.
( b )  S mith S treet –  R es tricted v ehicle parking is  hereb y  

prohibi ted on the s out h s ide of  S mith S treet. R es tricted ve hicles  in-
clu de a truc k-tractor, s emitrailer, bus , s chool bus , or any commercial 
motor v ehicle, as  thos e terms  are def ined in M inn.  S tats .  C h.  1 6 9 , 
( collective ly , “ res tricted ve hicles ” ) . Aut horiz ed emergency ve hicles , 
as  def ined by M inn. S tats . C h. 169, are exc lude d f rom s aid def inition 
of  res tricted ve hicles .

E ffectiv e Date.   T his  ordinance s hall b e ef f ectiv e Au gu s t 1 1 , 
20 25, f ollowing its  pas s age and publ ication, which is  hereby aut ho-
riz ed by t he C ity C ounc il.

ADOP T E D T H I S  1 1 th DAY  OF  AU G U S T  2025.
/ s /  Andrea Lawrence Wheeler, M ayor
AT T E S T :
/ s /  Annita M . S my the, C ity Adminis trator
( P u bl is hed in the Patriot:  08/ 23/ 25.)

N OT ICE  OF 
P R IM A R Y  E LE CT ION

T o the E lectors  of  the Wright C ount y
I n the C ount y of  Wright, S tate of  M innes ota:

N OT I C E  I S  H E R E BY  G I V E N :
T hat a P rimary  E lection will b e held in all Wright C ou nty  S enate 

Dis trict 2 9  precincts  on the 2 6 th day  of  Au gu s t 2 02 5 , at which the 
polls  will b e open f rom 7 : 00 a. m.  u ntil 8 : 00 p. m.  f or nominating 
candidates  f or the f ollowing of f ices , which are to be  vot ed f or at the 
S pecial E lection to b e held on T u es day , the 4 th day  of  N ov emb er 
20 25 t o wit:  

C learwater T owns hip
15015 S tate H ighway 24 N W
C learwater, M N  55320

__ ____________________________________________________
ST A T E  LE G ISLA T IV E  OFFICE S
S tate S enate Dis trict 29__ ____________________________________________________

Linds ey M eye r
Wright C ount y F inance Director
Dated:  Augus t 8, 2025
/ s /  J ean J us t
C learwater T owns hip C lerk
( P ubl is hed in the Patriot:  08/ 23/ 25)

CIT Y  OF CLE A R W A T E R
P U BLIC N OT ICE

N OT ICE  OF SP E CIA L P R IM A R Y  E LE CT ION
N OT ICE  IS H E R E BY  G IV E N , that the C ity  of  C learwater will 

conduc t the s pecial S tate P rimary E lection f or S enate Dis trict 29 on 
T ue s day , Augus t 26, 2025.

T he hour s  of  vot ing in the C ity of  C learwater will be  f rom 7: 00 
a. m. to 8: 00 p.m .  T he polling place f or C ity of  C learwater res idents  
is  at the Lions  P ark P avi lion Bui lding located at 1 100 C ount y R oad 
75  N W.  

F or additional inf ormation or q u es tions , contact C ity  H all du ring 
regul ar bus ines s  hour s  at 320- 558- 2428.
/ s /  Annita M . S myt he, C ity Adminis trator
( P ubl is hed in the Patriot:  08/ 23/ 25.)

Submitted Article

T he U . S .  P os tal S erv ice 
today  annou nced Wednes -
day  that deliv ery  opera-
tions  cur rently ba s ed at the 
Becker Post Office will be 
relocated to the M onticello 
Post Office effective Tues-
day, A ugus t 19, 2025.

R etail s erv ices  and 
Post Office Box operations 
will remain at the Becker 
Post Office, ensuring cus-
tomers  can continu e to ac-
ces s  in-pers on trans actions  
and retriev e P O Box  mail 
withou t interrupt ion.

T he relocation of  de-
live ry s ervi ces  is  part of  the 
P os tal S erv ice’ s  ongoing 
ef f orts  to maintain s af e, 
efficient, and high-Tuality 
operations .  T he leas e f or 
the cu rrent Becker P os t 
Office building is set to ex-
pire at the end of  Octob er 
2025, and U S P S  is  active ly 
ex ploring alternativ e loca-
tions  to continu e s erv ing 
the Becker communi ty.

“ T he P os t Of f ice is  

an important part of  ev ery  
commu nity , and we are 
committed to ens ur ing cus -
tomers  in Becker continu e 
to receiv e q u ality  s erv ice,”  
s aid U S P S  s pokes pers on 
Des ai Ab d u l- R a z z aa q .  
“ While changes  in b u ild-
ing leas es , f acility  needs , 
or commu nity  growth may  
s ometimes  req u ire u s  to 
adj u s t operations , ou r goal 
remains  to prov ide conv e-
nient and reliabl e s ervi ce to 
all our  cus tomers .”

M ail deliv ery  to all 
cu rb s ide res idential and 
b u s ines s  addres s es  will 
continu e withou t interru p-
tion, and P O Box  cu s tomers  
will s till collect their mail 
at the Becker location. T he 
P os tal S erv ice will prov ide 
upda tes  as  additional inf or-
mation b ecomes  av ailab le 
regarding long-term f acility  
plans .

“ We apologiz e f or any  
inconv enience to ou r cu s -
tomers ,”  s aid Ab du l-R az -
z aaq.

USPS announces 
delivery service 
relocation for Becker

Submitted Article

S tearns  C ou nty  has  
completed a draf t of  its  
2 02 6 – 2 02 7  C hild C are P lan, 
and commu nity  memb ers  are 
inv ited to rev iew and prov ide 
f eedb ack.

T he C hild C are As -
s is tance P rogram ( C C AP )  
s u pports  working f amilies  
and parents  enrolled in 2 - 
or 4 -y ear pos t-s econdary  
programs  b y  helping cov er 
the cos t of  childcare.  As s is -
tance is  determined b as ed on 
hou s ehold income, with f ees  
calcu lated u s ing a s liding 
s cale.  On av erage, the pro-
gram s erv es  approx imately  
5 00 f amilies  each month in 
S tearns  C ou nty .

While the M innes ota 
Department of  H u man S er-
v ices  ov ers ees  the program 
s tatewide, cou nties  hav e lim-

ited Àexibility to set certain 
local policies  and procedu res .  
T he S tearns  C ou nty  C hild 
C are P lan ou tlines  thes e local 
procedu res  and priorities .

Althou gh mu ch of  the 
plan f ollows  s tate gu idelines , 
S tearns  C ou nty  H u man S er-
v ices  welcomes  pu b lic inpu t 
on the entire docu ment.

T o v iew the draf t plan, 
v is it S tearns C ou nty M N .
gov / 1 1 36 , email HS.Plan-
ning@stearnscountymn.gov, 
or call 32 0-6 5 6 -6 01 7 .

P u b lic comments  will 
b e accepted throu gh S u n-
day , S eptemb er 1 4 .  Written 
f eedb ack can b e s u b mitted 
to:  Brittany  S pah, P lanning 
C oordinator, S tearns  C ou nty  
H u man S erv ices , P O Box  
1 1 07 , S t.  C lou d, M N  5 6 302 .  
Or v ia email at HS.Plan-
ning@stearnscountymn.gov .

Public Input Invited 
on Stearns County 
Child Care Plan
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763-262-5850
tjpottertrucking.com

Business & Professional 
Services  Directory

Attorneys

PETERSON - 
GRIMSMO

FUNERAL CHAPEL
Serving your 

community since 1933
250 East Broadway

Monticello, MN 55362
763-295-2918

Our family serving yours!

Funeral

Serving the Metro &
Surrounding Areas Since 1967
www.c-sblacktopping.com
Major Credit Cards accepted

FREE ESTIMATES
a “green” paving contractor

RESIDENTIAL COMMERCIAL
PAVING CONTRACTORS

763.428.2225

Blacktopping

Mulch

15920 Hwy. 10, Becker • 763-262-0871

MULCH • ROCK • BLACK DIRT • SAND
Additional products available!
We can load or delivery available!
Open to the public 
Mon. - Fri., 7am to 5pm 
and Sat., 8am to noon

Apply in person, 1 mile east of Becker, 
137th left, 1/8 mile on left. 612-747-0163    

NOW HIRING!
KASOWSKI GROUP

• FT FARM LABOR
• FT EQUIPMENT OPERATOR • FT FARM MECHANIC

B E CK E R  PU B L I C 
SCH O O L S I S H I R I N G  

SCH O O L  B U S D R I V E R S! !

Up to $60 per route based on experience.
Benefits include:
*Health, Dental, & LTD (Coverage year round)
* Paid personal, sick, and holidays
* PERA (Public Employee Retirement Assoc.)
* 403 (B) Matching Retirement Options

$2,000 SIGN ON BONUS!!

*NOW OFFERING PAID TRAINING

Co nt act  us  t o d ay !  
763-2 61-458 8

*MINIMUM OF 3.5 HOURS A DAY WITH 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR MORE

Developing Self-Directed Learners to 
Thrive in a Changing Global Community

Employment

Auctions

•••••• UPCOMING AUCTIONS ••••••

THIS IS A PARTIAL LISTING. B.P. & MN tax applies. 
See website for more: 
www.midwestauctions.com/sharer 
Keith Sharer Auction Service

320-267-1963

3825 Shadowood Dr. NE. Sauk Rapids, MN  
Directions: St. Cloud, E. on Hwy 23 Left 0n 40th (Follow Signs)

SUNDAY
AUGUST 24TH@ 11:00 AM
ANTIQUES, HOUSEHOLD & TOOLS

SUNDAY
AUGUST 31ST@ 11:00 AM
ANTIQUES, HOUSEHOLD & TOOLS

Antiques, Collectibles, Household & décor’, 
Furniture, Tools & outdoor, Yard & garden & Shop

Now Taking Consignments

BUSSE’S SEPTIC PUMPING
Call for an Appointment 320-743-2482

• Installation of Sewer Systems
• Sewer Inspection & Design • Septic Pumping

& Repairs • Bobcat & Backhoe Work

SEPTIC PUMPING

BUSSE’S SEPTIC PUMPING
Call for an Appointment 320-743-2482

• Installation of Sewer Systems
• Sewer Inspection & Design • Septic Pumping

& Repairs • Bobcat & Backhoe Work

SEPTIC PUMPINGThe Grass Is Always Greener Over The Septic TankThe Grass Is Always Greener Over The Septic Tank

Septic Pumping

320-743-2479 
• dahlensheetmetal@frontier.com

Clear Lake, MN
www.dahlensheetmetal.com

763-262-1454
Becker, MN

763-452-2500
Big Lake, MN

320-743-2204
Clear Lake, MN

FUNERAL HOME • CREMATION SERVICES

www.williamsdingmann.com

FAMILY FUNERAL HOMES

SPONSORED BY:

8852 Cty Rd 23
Becker, MN 

Phone:
763.261.5656

Ralph du Monceaux, Owner
Free Loaners ~ Free Estimates 

~ Honest Work

763-261-5656
Ralph’s

Auto Body

• BECKER
Grace Lutheran Church (LCMS)
Pastor: David M. Johnson, 763-262-7782, 11185 27th Ave SE. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am, Sun. School 10:30am, Wed. J.U.M.P. 6pm.
Becker Baptist Church
Pastors: Nathan Bucher (Senior), Kevin Drehmel (Youth) & Amy Drehmel 
(Dir. of Child/Fam. Ministry), 763-261-4202, 11951 Hancock St. Services: 
Sun. Worship/Children 10:30am. During the school year: AWANA for 
Kids/Sun. School 9:15am. Midweek Connect for Kids 6:30pm. Please reg-
ister Kids on our webite. Youth Group: Wed. 6:30pm. www.beckerbaptist.
org. 
Becker Evangelical Free Church
Pastors: Gerald Deppa (Interim Senior), Chris Salvevold (Youth), 763-261-
4125, Becker High School, Office: 11373 150th Ave SE. Services: Sun. 
Worship/Teaching/Fellowship 10am.
Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 12100 Sherburne Ave. Services: Sat. 
Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8:30am & 10:30am. Masses held 1st, 3rd & 5th Sun-
days of the month. (Masses held on 2nd & 4th Sundays in Big Lake).
Faith (Becker) Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Yolanda Denson-Byers & Vicar Molly Wills, 763-261-5751, 11755 
Sherburne Ave. Services: Sun. Worship 9:30am (Holy Communion on the 
1st & 3rd Sundays) Nursery available. Sun. school 9:55am, Refreshments 
& fellowship at 10:30am, Wed. programs: 6:00pm Wed. Worship, 6:30pm 
7th – 9th grade confirmation, 7:30pm Youth Group 1st & 3rd Wed. Bible 
Studies: Tues. 9:00am www.faithlutheran-becker.org.
Oakwood Community Church Assemblies of God
Pastors: Gerry Bass & Sarah, 763-220-6004, 13140 1st St (SW Corner of 
Becker Furniture World). Services: Sun. Bible Study/Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Snake River Free Church
Pastor: Steve Johnston, 612-219-8648, 180th St SE. Services: Sun. Worship/
Sun. School 10:30am., Hymn Sing is second Sun. of every month.
Becker Christian Center & Abundant Grace Church
Pastor: Ken Hanson, 763-262-2177, 15455 59th St SE. Services: Sun. Praise 
& Worship 9:30am, Wed. Family Fellowship 7pm.
Beacon House of Prayer
Pastors: Brian & Linda Holmes, 763-263-3771, 12264 Pleasant Ave. Ser-
vices: Thurs. Worship 6:30pm.
Free Grace United
Pastor: Kevin Wilson, 763-245-0001, Becker High School, 12000 Hancock 
St, Enter door 11. Services: Wed. Worship 6:30pm.

• BIG LAKE
Acts Seventh-Day Adventists Community Church
Pastor: Bill Nixon, 763-263-2287, 20455 187th Ave NW. Services: Sat. 
Worship 9am, Sat. Sabbath School 10:15am.
Bethany Bible Church
763-263-2167, 511 Eagle Lake Road. Services: Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Bridgeview Assembly of God
Pastor: Steve Royalty, 763-263-6274, 20500 County Road 11. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am & 10:45am, Wed. groups (kids/youth/adults) 6:30pm.
SVEA Hill Covenant Church
Pastor: Don Bellach, 763-263-6322, 16392 235th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Cornerstone Baptist Church
Pastor: Gordon Langdon, 763-263-7878, 15300 County Road 35. 
Hope Lutheran Church (ELCA) in Orrock
763-262-0028. www.hopeintherefuge.weebly.com.
IFLESIA AMOR VIVIENTE Living Love Church
Pastores: Juan & Patricia Aguayo, 763-607-5403, 21 Lake St N. Services: 
Sat. 6pm.
Lord of Glory Lutheran Church
Pastor: Marty Mably, 763-263-3090, 15550 190th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
8am & 10:30am.
Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 440 Lake St N. Services: Sat. Mass 
5pm; Sun. 8:30am & 10:30am. Masses held on 2nd & 4th Sundays of the 
month (Masses held on 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays in Becker).
Riverside Church
Online: www.myrc.church, 763-263-2410, 20314 County Road 14. Ser-
vices: Sun 8:45am, 10:30am & 12:05pm.
Saron Lutheran Church
Pastor: Kyle Sidlo, 763-263-2209, 311 Lake St. S. Services: Sun. Worship 

9:30am, indoors or livestream.
Spirit Life Church
763-262-LIFE, 221 Lake St N. Services Sun. mornings 9:45am. Going 
Deeper Sun. 9am. Prophetic Praayer Wed. 7pm.

• SANTIAGO
South Santiago Lutheran Church ELCA
Pastor: Allison Peterson, 763-662-2048, 14675 37th St. Services: Sun. 8am. 
and 10 am, Sun. School 9am.
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church E.L.S. & Princeton Evangelical School
Pastor: Timothy Zenda, 763-662-2570, 18977 17th St. Services: Sun. 
School/Bible Class 10:30am, Divine Worship 9am.
Glendorado Lutheran (ELCA)
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Shari Routh, 920-573-0193, 1100 186th Ave NE. Services: Sun 
Good Shepherd 9am, Sun. Glendorado 10:30am.
Gethsemane Church (ELCA) – Ronneby
Pastor: Barbara Peterson, 320-983-5002, 14478 78th St. NE. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Glendorado Evangelical Country Church
Pastor: Sam Alfano, 763-662-2244, 16999 Glendorado Road NE. Services: 
Sun. School 9:30am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• CLEAR LAKE
Living Waters Church
320-699-0876, 7830 Church St. Services: Sun. Worship 10am, Starting in 
Sept. Wed. night Ladies in Recovery study at 6:30pm.
Trinity Lutheran Church Missouri Synod
Pastor: Josh Reber, 320-743-2919, 8641 Main Ave. Services: Sun. Worship 
8:45am, Sun. School 9:45am.
SHED Church - Non-Denomination in Palmer
Pastor: TBD, 320-241-0123, Palmer Town Hall, 4180 105th Ave. Services: 
Sun. 5pm. www.shedchurch.org.
St. Marcus Catholic Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-743-2481, 8701 Main Ave. Services: Mon.  
& Wed. Mass 8am, Sat. Confessions 4:15pm, Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. 8am.

• DUELM
St. Lawrence Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-968-7502, 10915 Duelm Road NE. Ser-
vices: Sun. Mass 10am, Tues. Mass 8am.

• CLEARWATER
Clearwater United Methodist Church
Pastor: Alison Hendley, 320-558-2581, 405 Main St. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9:30am.
Freedom Bible Baptist Church
320-434-347, 605 Lime St. (Old Clearwater Post Office). Services: Sun. 
Prayer 9am, Sun. School 9:30am, Sun. Worship 10:45am.
Rejoice Lutheran Church – ELCA
Pastor: Jim Bump, 320-558-6851, 1155 County Road 75. 
Services: Sun. School that begins in Worship 9:30am. 
Livestream worship at Rejoice’s Youtube Channel, 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsJGuBda4orT9TWYii5wmGw
Church of St. Luke
Father: Dennis Backer, 320-558-2124, 17545 Huber Ave NW. Services: 
Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8am & 10am, Weekday Mass Tues.-Fri. 8am/
Sat. 9am.
Tri-County Alliance Church
Pastor: David Fogal, 320-558-2750, 8464 160th St NW. Services: Sun. 
School 9am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• SILVER CREEK
Immanuel Lutheran Church
Pastor: Ken Tatkenhorst, 763-878-2820, 11390 Elliot Ave NW. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am
Silver Creek Community Church
Pastor: Zach Pryor, 320-963-3957, 4282 114th St NW. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9am, Sun. Fellowship 10am, Sun. School 10:30am. 

• SAINT CLOUD
Faith Lutheran Church
Pastor: Joshua Reber, 320-252-3315, 3000 County Road SE. Worship: Sun. 
10:15am.

RYAN HUBBARD
763-263-8334 

RESIDENTIAL  • COMMERCIAL - AGRICULTURAL

6715 125th Ave - Clear Lake, MN
320.743.2387 • Cell: 320.290.9843

Scott & Tonia Ulsby

KEN GEROUX CONSTRUCTION
C O R P O R A T I O N

Integrity • Excellence
Uncompromising Customer Satisfaction

Lic. #BC002757
Big Lake • 763-263-6878

Order Online!

Becker Pizza Depot
The Area’s Best Pizza -- Ask Anyone!

14281 Bank Street, Becker • 763-262-2700
www.BeckerPizzaDepot.com • Facebook: Pizza Depot

Pizza, Wings & More

290 EAGLE LAKE RD. N. BIG LAKE
763-263-3262 • WWW.CORNEROAKSDENTAL.COM

FAMILY & COSMETIC DENTISTRY

DR. REED DILL & 
DR. PETER KUEFLER

16455 122nd St Becker MN 55308

763-263-9471

Big Lake

 763-263-6350
parkdental.com

Church DirectoryChurch DirectoryChurch Directory

320-743-2479 
• dahlensheetmetal@frontier.com

P.O. Box 646 • Becker, MN 55308
www.dahlensheetmetal.com

Becker 763-261-4200  |  Princeton 763-389-4099
Monticello 763-271-7177

www.sherburnestatebank.com

Your Hometown Bank

Sherb urne
State Bank

Member 
FDIC

763-262-4237

M-F
8AM-

4:30PM

Owner: Chad Schwintek
13050 1st Street Becker, MN 55308

24 
HOUR
Towing & recovery

19640 200th Ave., Big Lake

• Family Owned 
    & Operated
• Light, Medium and 
    Heavy Duty  Towing 

• Lockouts 
• Jump Starts 
• Winch Recovery

www.bobstowingandrecovery.com

• BIG LAKE 
• ELK RIVER 
• MONTICELLO

Join your neighbors and friends to gain information ~ Enjoy coffee and refreshments in a
relaxing and friendly atmosphere ~ Enter a door prize drawing. The seminar date is quickly

approaching, so please call us at 763.452.2500 tomake your reservations TODAY!

FREE Advance Planning Seminar

Tuesday, September 17, 2019
6:30 ­ 8:00 p.m.

Williams Dingmann Funeral Home
611 Rose Dr

Big Lake, MN 55309
RSVP: 763.452.2500

Be Our Guest

763-262-1454 - Becker
763-452-2500 - Big Lake

320-743-2204 - Clear Lake
williamsdingmann.com

Electrical

Sheet Metal

Funeral

BECKER PUBLIC SCHOOLS IS HIRING! 
BE A PART OF OUR TEAM!

for information on all our openings, please visit www.becker.k12.mn.us
Questions?  Contact AngelA Oswald @ 763-261-4502, option 3

2025-26 School Year Substitutes:
• TEACHERS

• PARAPROFESSIONALS
• CUSTODIANS

• FOOD SERVERS/
DISHWASHERS

• BUS AND VAN DRIVERS

Real Estate

Submitted Article

X cel E nergy  inv ites  the 
pu b lic to j oin employ ees  and 
their f riends  and f amilies  on 
T hu rs day , S ept.  1 1  throu gh 
S atu rday , S ept.  1 3 f or its  1 5 th 
annu al Day  of  S erv ice, an op-
portu nity  to giv e b ack to their 
commu nities .

V olu nteers  can s ign u p 
now for one of �6 nonprofit 
proj ects  in M innes ota.  M any  
are b as ed in the T win C ities  
metro area, with other op-
portu nities  near M ankato, 
R ed Wing, S t.  C lou d and 
M onticello.  I ndoor and ou t-
door proj ects  are av ailab le, 
f rom planting trees  to pack-
ing meals  f or thos e with f ood 
ins ecu rities  and lands caping 
activ ities  to packing s chool 
s u pplies  f or s tu dents  in need.  

X cel E nergy ’ s  Day  of  
S erv ice has  b een an annu al 
tradition s ince 2 01 0 and is  
the company ’ s  larges t v olu n-
teer ef f ort.  Las t y ear, nearly  
2 ,2 00 employ ees , contractors , 
f riends , f amily , retirees  and 
cu s tomers  acros s  the eight 
s tates  X cel E nergy  s erv es  
contrib u ted 7 ,9 00 hou rs  of  
v olu nteer work —  inclu d-
ing packing 1 30,000 meals .  
Their efforts benefited over 
1�� nonprofits and generated 
an economic impact of  more 
than $ 2 6 0,000.

Day  of  S erv ice was  cre-
ated as  a trib u te to the v ictims , 
survivors and first responders 
of  9 / 1 1 , as  well as  all thos e 
who work to keep commu ni-
ties  and the cou ntry  s af e.  T he 
annu al v olu nteer ev ent pro-
v ides  an opportu nity  f or X cel 
E nergy  and memb ers  of  the 
commu nity  to come together 
and contrib u te to proj ects  that 
benefit local nonprofits.

Learn more ab ou t Day  
of  S erv ice and s ign u p f or a 
v olu nteer proj ect.

Xcel  
invites 

volunteers 
to its 

annual Day 
of Service

By Katie Cantin, 
Contributing Writer

M ay or T im G oenner 
was officially censured by 
the C lear Lake C ity  C ou n-
cil du ring their Au gu s t 4  
meeting f or inappropriate 
b ehav ior, inclu ding taking 
the u nau thoriz ed role of  a 
s u perv is or ov er the pu b lic 
works  director ( the cou n-
cil ove rs ees  the department 
together and no indiv idu al 
is  allowed to take on this  
role) , creating a hos tile 
work env ironment accord-
ing to employ ee s tatements , 
ignoring a directiv e f rom 
the cou ncil to hav e no di-
rect commu nications  with 
city  employ ees , and u s ing 
city eTuipment �specifically 
the city  s kid s teer)  withou t 
counc il approva l. 

One res ident did s peak 
to the may or’ s  character, 
s ay ing G oenner does  a lot 
f or the city .  Acting M ay or 
C had N els on res ponded 
that the comment was  v alid, 
b u t it does  not ex cu s e the 
b ad b ehav ior, and this  has  
b een b u ilding f or a long 
time. 

M ay or G oenner’ s  only  
s tatement was  that he had a 
lot to s ay and woul d s ay s o 
at the appropriate time. 

Lift Station
T o complete mu ch-

needed work on the city ’ s  
main lif t s tation, the city  
needed to as k f or eas ements  
f rom local landowners , 
in order to acces s  the s ite.  
T his  is  the main lif t s tation 
f or the city  and in des per-
ate need of  work.  One of  
the landowners  inclu ded 
M ay or T im G oenner.  T he 
city  originally  of f ered G o-

enner $ 2 ,8 5 0 f or a perma-
nent eas ement to acces s  the 
lif t s tation, which was  in 
line with indus try s tandard. 
T his  of f er was  rej ected.  
M ay or G oenner cou ntered 
with a lu mp s u m of  $ 1 0,000 
f or a temporary  eas ement 
good f or 50 ye ars . 

T he city ’ s  other op-
tions , inclu ding eminent 
domain or recons tru cting 
the city  inf ras tr u ct u re, 
woul d each cos t more than 
$20,00 0. 

I t was  noted that G oen-
ner originally s ugge s ted he 
cou ld grant the eas ement 
f or $ 5 ,000 if  the cou ncil 
chos e not to pu rs u e his  
cens ur e. G oenner as ked f or 
this  option to be  withdrawn 
f rom cons ideration b ef ore 
the meeting b egan b u t not 
b ef ore it was  written into 
the meeting agenda packet 
prov ided to cou ncil mem-
be rs . 

T he cou ncil made 
s u re to thorou ghly  rev iew 
the issue for the benefit of 
the pu b lic.  S ev eral cou n-
cil memb ers  let their dis -
pleas u re b e known, b u t 
ul timately, s ince each other 
option wou ld cos t twice as  
mu ch, they  decided to ac-
cept the of f er s o the proj ect 
cou ld s till mov e f orward 
this  ye ar. 

Later in the meeting, 
du ring the cens u re pro-
ceeding ( which f ollowed 
directly  af ter the eas e-
ment dis cu s s ions ) , C ou ncil 
M emb er Lance G illiland 
s tated, “ With the addition 
of  the eas ement of f er, I  
think that [ the may or’ s  b e-
hav ior]  nearly  ris es  to crim-
inality .  I t is  corru pt. . .  And 
charging the pu b lic, the 
tax pay ers , $ 5 ,000 to av oid 

your  s hame and emba rras s -
ment is  des picabl e.”  

Acting M ay or N els on 
as ked that the cens u re b e 
limited to the is s u es  laid 
ou t, and that the retracted 
of f er b e dealt with appro-
priately i n its  own time. 

Fire Department
T he cou ncil looked 

ov er the new b u dget f or 
the f ire department.  T he 
C LF D req u es ted a minor 
change in the v erb iage of  
the contracts  s ent ou t the 
towns hips  f or nex t y ear as  
well, making the pens ion 
line item more clear. 

T he chief  as ked ab ou t 
ru nning an open hou s e.  
C ou ncil M emb er S tef any  
J anis h s aid, as  per the city  
attorney, the city  is n’ t s up -
pos ed to s pend tax pay er 
money  on giv eaway s  at 
the ev ent ( s u ch as  priz es  
f or the kids ) .  C hief  R on 
K oren pus hed ba ck on this , 
as  many  other departments  
do s o.  T he cou ncil agreed 
to as k f or a s econd opinion 
f rom another lawye r. 

In Other Business, 
the Council:
•  H eard f rom three res -

idents  at open f orum ;
•  H eard the pu b lic 

works  report;
•  Lis ted a city -owned 

parcel f or s ale;
•  Became a membe r of  

the C lear V alley  Bu s ines s  
C onnection;

•  R ez oned a property  to 
allow a res ident to open a 
s alon at their home;

•  Approv ed memb er-
s hips  to the M C F OA ( M u -
nicipal Clerks and Officers 
As s ociation of  M innes ota)  
f or the clerk and the trea-
s ur er.

Clear Lake Mayor receives 
censure from city council



Next 3-Day Holiday Sale:
Labor Day - Aug. 29, 30 & 31

• Gates open for shopping 1/2 hour before sunrise
• FREE admission and parking for visitors

Next 3-Day Holiday Sale:

More information at wrightcountyswappersmeet.com
13594 100th St. NW, South Haven • 320-274-9005

3 mi. W of Annandale on Hwy. 55, 2 mi. N on CR3, 1/4 mi. E on 100th St NW

Open every 
saturday 

thru 
october 25  

Dealers! Set up on your trailer or tables - food on site. 
Begin set-up at 12 noon day before the sale 

or prior to 6 am day of sale.

Wright County Swappers Meet
Minnesota’s Largest Seasonal Outdoor Flea Market!

hours: 7am-1pm
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YOU’LL SWEAR 
BY THEM.
NOT AT THEM.

YOU’LL SWEAR 
BY THEM.
NOT AT THEM.

Almost everyone lets a 
word slip occasionally. 
But, you won’t be 
swearing at your 
Valley®. That’s because 
Valley equipment is 
manufactured by people 
who never compromise 
on quality.

Trust the best. 
Contact us today.

valleyirrigation.com
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CA1063

CA1063

4 COLUMN x 5”
7.708” x 5”

7551 St at e St reet
Clear L ak e,  M N  55319
32 0-743-3000

FREE
DELIVERY*

SET-UP*
REMOVAL

QUEEN SIZE 
ADJUSTABLE 

BASES STARTING AT:
$499

GOOD.
Spring O Pedic 300 Eurotop

$399 QUEEN
$599 KING

BETTER.
Spring O Pedic Winston Eurotop
$499 QUEEN
$799 KING

BEST.
Spring O Pedic 
Black Eurotop

$599
 QUEEN
$899 
 KING

GOOD. BEST 
PRICE!

BEST 
VALUE!

BEST 
REST!

TRUCKLOAD

SALE!
TRUCKLOAD

SALE!

*20 miles radius with mattress purchases over $499

Hours: M-F 9-8  • Sat 9-5 • Sun Noon-5 • 424 Avenue South, Waite Park • 252-0660

www.happysleeperfurniture.com

ASAP Pumping Service

• Commercial septic Pumping
• Residential Septic Tank Pumping 
• Holding Tanks• Routine Maintenance
• Tank Compliance• Emergency Service

Call 
763 415-0319

Serving Becker, Big Lake, Elk 
River and Surrounding Area

Emergency 
Service!

Quality Building Supplies 
at Affordable Prices

Since 1975

BOOK YOUR ORDER!

Call for a FREE estimate
117th Ave., Milaca

(north end of Milaca off Central Ave)

BUILDING
$PECIAL$

320-983-6304 •1-800-818-1846

LATCHAM-LIND LUMBER &
POST FRAME BUILDINGS

Movie
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, 2025

FEATURING: JUMANJI
LAKESIDE PARK

FREE ADMISS ION | DR IVE - IN STYLE
PARK ING FROM 7PM-8PM

MOVIE AT DUSK : 8PM

IN THE PARK(ING) LOT

CITY OF B IG LAKE PRESENTS :

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS :
SHERBURNE WRIGHT CABLE COMMISS ION

AND B IG LAKE SPUD FEST

FOR DETA I LS V I S I T B IGLAKEMN.ORG

FOOD TRUCKS : HOT DOG BAR ,
MASON ’ S SNO AND MORE

MMMMMMMMMMMooMoM vvvovoovo iiiiiivivviv eeeeieiieiieiieiiei
FRIDAY, SEPTEEMMMMBBEER 5, 220002255

FEATURING: JJUUUUMMMAANNJJI
LAKESIDE PAARRRRKKK

FREE ADMISS ION | DR IVE - IINNN SSTTYYLE
PARK ING FROM 7PM-8PMMM

MOVIE AT DUSK : 8PM

IN
ARRK(ING) LLOOOTT

CCII TY OF B IG LLAAKEE PPRESENTS :

FOOD TRUCKS : HOT DOG BAR ,
MASON ’ S SNO AND MORE

MM
THE PPPAARRK(ING)

By Bill Morgan, 
Editor

A Big Lake man died 
in a two-vehicle traffic crash 
last Sunday morning in Mille 
Lacs County.

The Minnesota State Pa-
trol reports that a little before 
12 noon, a Chevy Trailblazer 
SUV, driven by 69-year-
old Donald Goerisch,  and 
a Honda pickup, driven by  
79-year-old Richard Lang of 
Excelsior, collided head-on 
while traveling on Hwy. 169 
in South Harbor Township.

Officials say Goerisch 
was southbound on Hwy. 169 
when his vehicle crossed the 
center line, striking Langs 
pickup which was north-
bound. 

Goerisch died at the 
scene and authorities said he 
was not wearing a seat belt. 

Lang sustained non-life 
threatening injuries and was 
transported by helicopter to 
North Memorial Hospital in 
Robbinsdale. His passenger, 
62-year-old Mary Lick, also 
of Excelsior, had non-life 
threatening injuries and was 
airlifted to St. Mary’s Hospi-
tal in Duluth. 

The Mille Lacs County 
Sheriff’s Office, Onamia Fire 
Department, Onamia Am-
bulance, and North Air and 
Lifelink Air assisted the State 
Patrol

Big Lake mn 
dies in crash

By Mark Kolbinger, 
Contributing Writer

The Becker girls bas-
ketball team finished up a 
fine summer by winning 
the varsity tournament in 
STMA.

Becker went 3-0 to 
earn the title, downing Wa-
tertown-Mayer, Visitation, 
and Annandale.

Eilidh Mrnak was a 
consistent scorer for the 
team, showing off an im-
pressive 3 point range, 
while JJ Stach attacked the 
basket and played great de-
fense.

Coach Dan Baird also 
credited Alyse Denne with 
doing a fine job running the 
point guard position.

“As a team, our de-
fense did a nice job talking 
and limiting the opposing 
teams to one shot,” Baird 
said.  “This was a nice way 
to end our summer.”

THE BECKER GIRLS BASKETBALL TEAM had a great sum-
mer, capstoned by winning the STMA tournament. (Submitted 
Photo.)

Becker girls end summer with a win

Looking to advertise? 
Call the patriot at 
763.275.0275 today!

The Foster Grandparent Program of Catholic Charities St. Cloud
is under the direction of AmeriCorps Seniors

Become a Foster Grandparent!
Support nonprofits, Head Starts, or school classrooms through
meaningful volunteer work:

Make a lasting impact by being a consistent and caring presence
Build friendships with other active, like-minded seniors
Stay engaged and purposeful in your community
Receive free training--no prior experience needed

Call Maxine Potter at 612-390-0617  or  email maxine.potter@ccstcloud.org.

Start making a
difference, today!

Age 55+. Flexible Hours.
Tax-Free Stipend. Mileage Reimbursement.




