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Deadlines
NEWS DEADLINES

With the newspaper wrap up 
occurring Wednesday evening, all 
news items submitted to run that 
Saturday must reach our office by 

Wednesday morning by 11 a.m.

SPORTS DEADLINES
Coaches and assistants are 

expected to contact our sports 
writers by Wednesday morning, 
11 a.m. at the latest to have their 

information included in that 
week’s publication.

CLASSIFIEDS DEADLINES
Information for classifieds need to 
be submitted to our staff by noon 
Wednesday to be included in that 

week’s publication of the PATRIOT.

Contact Us
LEGALS/CLASSIFIEDS/OBITS

Call 763-275-0275 
or email Kathy @ 

legals.kathy@patriotnewsmn.com

SPORTS STORIES
Call 763-275-0275 or email Bill @
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

ADVERTISING
Call 763-275-0275 

or email Mary, Travis or Carol @ 
sales.carol@patriotnewsmn.com

WEBSITE
Check out each week’s content 

@ our website: 
www.patriotnewsmn.com

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Call 763-275-0275 

or email Bill @
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Inside
COUNTY

The Sherburne County Board 
established new commissioner 

district lines. 
See the story on page 3B. 

BIG LAKE
Bridgeview Church in Big Lake 

won a national award for its 
newly-completed expansion. 

See the story on page 2. 

CLEARWATER
The Clearwater City Council dis-
cussed the new contract renewal 

for mosquito spraying control 
which caused a split in the vote 

resuklting in a failed motion. 
See the story on page 6.

PICK UP A COPY 
OF THE PATRIOT AT 

THE FOLLOWING 
LOCATIONS:
CLEARWATER: 

Coborn’s; 
SANTIAGO: 

General Store;
PALMER: 

General Store;  
BECKER: 

Food Pride, 
BIG LAKE: 
Coborn’s;

PATRIOT office
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EMBER COFFEE HELD THEIR 
OFFICIAL ribbon-cutting cere-
mony as they opened their doors 
for business last Friday. Elise Berry 
(above) held the giant scissors. See 
the story on page 5. (Submitted 
Photo).

We are now 
in Palmer!

(Old) Russell’s getting major facelift

By Bill Morgan, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

The Gilyards made it official. 
Bill’s Superette and its conglomerate 
are landing in Becker.

The Gilyards, 
Virgil, Joel, John, 
Julie and Kristi, 
had been in ne-
gotiations for 
months with the 
R a d e m a c h e r 
Company — who 
also operates 
under the  name, 
Bill’s Superette, 
located in Ando-
ver, MN.

“We are pass-
ing the torch,” 
was what Kristi Gilyard (Kelly) posted 
on the Becker, MN Community Forum 
page on Facebook.

Becker’s grocery store, Becker 
Food Pride, will be converted to Bill’s 
Family Foods and Jubilee Liquors will 
switch over to G-Will Liquors.

The Deli Plus Shell Station will no 

longer be Shell. The store will convert 
to a Bill’s Superette  and rumor has it 
the site will have new gas pumps and 
eventually a car wash system.

“It has been a pleasure to be a part 
of the Becker community,” Kristi’s 

post said. “We 
appreciate every 
customer choos-
ing to shop with 
us over the past 
62 years. Our 
wonderful em-
ployees we will 
also miss, and 
you will most 
likely see them 
continue on with 
the Rademacher 
Company.”

Kristi had 
nothing but praise for the new owners 
who closed the deal with the Gilyards 
Wednesday. 

“Exciting changes are coming 
down the pike. The Rademachers are 
local, progressive, and will be a great 

Gilyards 
Passing the Torch

Submitted Article

On Monday, Becker 
K-5th grade students had 
a unique opportunity when 
award-winning Minne-
sota authors and illustra-
tors, David LaRochelle 
and Mike Wohnoutka, 
took time out of their busy 
schedules to visit the stu-
dents at the PAC through-
out the day. 

These visits were extra 
special because normally 
only a single author/illus-
trator makes a visit to a 
school, never two at the 
same time. However, La-
Rochelle and Wohnoutka 
have collaborated on a 
number of books the stu-
dents enjoy, so a joint visit 
was arranged. 

AUTHORS AND ILLUSTRATORS  David LaRochelle (R) and Mike Wohnoutka 
(L) gave inspiring presentations to K-5 studenst at the PAC Monday. (Submitted 
Photo).

Penmen and artists 
visit students at Becker

By Bill Morgan, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

In what many social media 
activists describe as irreverence, 
the new owners of Russell’s on 

the Lake (Willy McCoys) took 
down the turret and conical roof 
as part of their reconstruction of 
the restaurant on Big Lake.

Though currently unsightly, 
the construction crews have 
been working diligently to reno-

vate the buidling for an expected  
grand opening sometime late 
spring or early summer.

It is reported the owner(s) 
plan to construct a large deck out 
back and have already installed 
several docks for boats to moor 

to during the summer.
Russell’s On the Lake 

closed their doors December 12. 
The restaurant/catering business 
has been a staple in Big Lake for 
34 years.

Submitted article

(Editor’s Note: The following article was 
submitted by St. Cloud State University.)

Corey Sakkinen, Clearwater, an El-
ementary Education K-6 major, was 
among 22 St. Cloud State University 
students who received honors at the 
34th annual Excellence in Leader-
ship Awards Banquet, April 24.

The Excellence in Leadership 
Award is the University’s highest 
award for student leadership, rec-
ognizing seniors and second year 
graduate students who have made 
outstanding contributions through 
leadership, service and scholarship 
to St. Cloud State and the St. Cloud 
community.

“This year’s award winners are an 
especially resilient and dedicated group 
of leaders, as they have had to overcome 
many challenges during the pandemic,” said 
Christa Hayes, St. Cloud State director of 
civic engagement and assessment.

Students received a certificate of excel-
lence and a medallion to recognize their work 
and leadership.

Founded in 1869, St. Cloud State Uni-
versity prepares students for life, work 

and citizenship in the 21st century on the 
banks of the Mississippi River in St. 
Cloud, Minnesota. In its rigorous aca-
demic programs, students apply their 
knowledge in real-world settings. 
With individualized student support, 
the institution’s 200 undergraduate 
academic programs, 60 graduate 
degrees and two doctoral programs 
serve more than 10,000 students. 
St. Cloud State is leading into the 
future by boldly altering the way 

serves a new generation of students 
with a focus on research and innova-

tion. Learn more about St. Cloud State 
University at www.StCloudState.edu.

Local student earns Excellence in Leadership Award

COREY SAKKINEN  of Clearwater received an Excellence in 
Leadership award last Sunday in St. Cloud. (Submitted Photo).

GILYARDS to page 5
VISIT to page 5
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Looking to 
advertise? 

Call 
763.275.0275 

today!

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

763-262-2889

www.jeddelohsnyder.com

• Family Law
• Real Estate
• Business Planning
• Business Litigation
• Wills & Trusts
• Estate Planning
• Guardianships

101 Jefferson Blvd.
Big Lake

Business & professional services  directory

935 Clearwater Professional Building
(320) 558-2201

Mon.: 8:30-4:30 • Tue.: 9-5 • Wed.: 8:30-4:30
ALSO: 1500 Northway Drive, St. Cloud

Member of American 
Academy of Dental 

Group Practice Bethany Blonigen, DDS
Brent Deragisch, DDS

“A Reason 
to Smile!”

DentalAttorneys
PETERSON - 

GRIMSMO
FUNERAL CHAPEL

Serving your 
community since 1933

250 East Broadway
Monticello, MN 55362

763-295-2918
Our family serving yours!

Funeral

Looking to advertise?  Call 763.275.0275 today!

EVERYDAY PEOPLE.
EXCEPTIONAL RESULTS.

www.HallerRealtyHomes.com
Becker Office

12908 1st Street
763-207-6683

Sauk Rapids Office
1310 2nd Street N

320-255-1911

NEW CONSTRUCTION IN BECKER

$399,900
• 3 BR, 2 BA in desirable Hidden Haven neighborhood
• Nice layout w/ a large owner suite above the garage
• Close proximity to church, golf course, restaurants, & shopping
• Proudly built by Novak Construction

Real Estate
Area News

Serving the Metro &
Surrounding Areas Since 1967
www.c-sblacktopping.com
Major Credit Cards accepted 

FREE ESTIMATES
aa  ““ggrreeeenn””  ppaavviinngg  ccoonnttrraaccttoorr

RESIDENTIAL COMMERCIAL
PAVING CONTRACTORS

763.428.2225

Blacktopping

15920 Hwy. 10, Becker • 763-262-0871

MULCH • ROCK • BLACK DIRT • SAND
Additional products available!
We can load or delivery available!
Open to the public 
Mon. - Fri., 8am to 5pm 
and Sat., 8am to noon

Landscape Supplies

413 S. Rum River Dr., Princeton
Office: 763-389-2323

Rebecca Cartwright (L)
763-482-2400

Shaylene Otteson (R)
612-490-7362

READY TO 
BUY A HOME?

• Face Painting by Big Lake Ambassadors
• Chowtown BBQ competition team
• Live Music by Modell

Office
GRAND OPENING

690 Humbolt Dr. NW, Big Lake, MN  • 763-262-0123

Meet and Greet Alec Robbins
10-year professional formula drift car racer

May 3   
4-7 pm

By Bill Morgan, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

KJs Refuge in Orrock 
Twp. held an Easter event 
April 10 in which the Easter 
Bunny made an appearance 
for all the guests. The event 
was hosted by the Elk River 
Lions.

Over 356 children from 
all over the area came to see 
the giant white rabbit in the 
yellow bow tie. Many had 
their photo taken with the 
bunny and others enjoyed 
crafts and coloring pages 
in the craft area. There was 
a bunny walk and lots of 
games as well as a huge 
Easter basket filled with 
1,200 eggs!

KJ’s held a bike draw-
ing at 2 p.m. and donated 
food items were gathered 
and collected to be given to 
the Big Lake Community 
Food Shelf.

THE FRIENDLY EASTER BUNNY at 
KJ’S Refuge in Orrock Twp. posed for 
photos with several of the bike draw-
ing winners including this very happy 
youngster. (Submitted Photo).

Refuge holds 
Easter Bunny event

By Katherine Cantin,
Staff Writer
Reporter.Katie@PatriotNewsMN.com

Bridgeview Church, 
off of Co. Rd. 11 in Big 
Lake, recently won a na-
tional award for its newly 
completed expansion. 

About the Expansion
The expansion was 

completed in December 
2021. Two wings and a 
parking lot expansion were 
added to the original struc-
ture to accommodate for the 
church’s growth.

The additions included 
lots of extra space for kids’ 
classrooms and youth min-
istry. 

“The only part of 
the building that wasn’t 
touched was the kitchen,” 
said Dan Johnson, project 
manager for the construc-
tion and church member. 

Classrooms which 
are separated according to 
kids’ age line the hallway 
of one of the new wings. 
At the end of the hallway 
is a worship area for older 
kids, those in first through 
fifth grade. There is even a 
sensory room at the back of 
this worship area, for those 
kids who are overwhelmed 
by too much stimulus. Ac-
cording to Pastor Steve 
Royalty, the room is used 
every week.

A patio area with hang-
ing lights and fire pits make 
up the section between 
the two new wings of the 
church. 

Finishings around the 
church were designed to 
have a modern lodge look. 

Pastor Royalty was ex-
cited about the expansion, 
saying it gave the church 

the opportunity to offer 
new ministries and other 
services. Mom groups, kids 
karate, and other gatherings 
are also being offered in the 
new expanded space. 

COVID-19
Construction occurred 

during the worst of the 
pandemic, which ended 

up working in favor of the 
church, Pastor Royalty 
claimed. Without the con-
gregation tracking mud 
into the building every 
week, construction was 
able to continue without 
much interruption. As area 
residents turned to watch-
ing Sunday services online, 
church membership contin-

ued to grow. 
Now Bridgeview is 

happy to welcome back its 
congregation to in-person 
worship, and nearly 600 
people attended Easter Sun-
day services this year. 

Award
The building recently 

won the National Frame 

Building Association’s 
2021 Building of the Year 
Award. This award con-
siders buildings around the 
nation, and determined the 
church to be the best of the 
nominees in construction 
for 2021. 

Ron Knapper of Lester 

Buildings (Lester Prairie) 
and Joe Lemperes of Lem-
peres Building (Becker) 
were very pleased with the 
outcome. The two compa-
nies collaborated to cre-
ate the beautiful building. 
Knapper said it was a true 
honor to even be nominated 

for the award, let alone to 
win. 

The expansion also 
won a recognition award 
from Lester Buildings. 

The two awards were 
presented to Pastor Royalty 
Monday. 

BRIDGEVIEW CHURCH was recently expanded to double its original size. 
(Photo by Katherine Cantin.)

Bridgeview Church wins national award for expansion

NATIONAL AWARD. Brdigeview Church was presented with a national award for its recent expansion. Pictured from left 
to right are: Dan Johnson, project manager; Pastor Steve Royalty; Ron Knapper, Lester Buildings; and Joe Lemperes, Lemperes 
Building. (Photo by Katherine Cantin.)
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13350 1st St, Becker, MN • 763-261-4464
(Next to Becker Furniture World)

M-F 8am - 6pm  •  Sat 8am - 5pm  •  Sun 10am - 3pm
Becker

Greenhouse
opening the week of May 2nd!

Celebrate Mom May 8th!
Hanging baskets, annuals, 

vegetables, Dahlia bulbs, mulch, 
landscaping materials, Scott’s 

fertilizers, bird feeders and seeds

CAFE
Hwy 10, Becker, MN 
763-275-0230 
RebeccaCafe.com

Happy Mother’s Day!
To:
Young Mothers, Old Mothers, Grandmothers, 
Step Mothers, Biological and Non-Biological, 
Foster Mothers, Those with Mothers in Heaven, 
Those with Babies in Heaven, Those who have 
stepped into the role, Those who have a Mother-
ing Heart!

Mother’s Day Specials, 7am-2pm - Watch for details!

Sunday, May 1, 2022 at 2 p.m.  
(in person and live stream)

Saint John’s University Abbey Church
Collegeville, Minnesota 

Great River Chorale welcomes internationally 
renowned concert organist Dr. Stephen 
Hamilton as a special guest for our twentieth 
anniversary concert. The program features 
glorious music for chorus and organ by Vaughan 
Williams, Dove, Fauré, and Hoiby, two world 
premieres of music by composer-in-residence 
René Clausen, and more. 

Adults (19 and older): $18 
Youth/Students (w/ID): Pay-what-you-can ($5 suggested)
Buy tickets at greatriverchorale.org and at the door. 
 
All seats are general admission. 
To view COVID-19 safety protocols, visit greatriverchorale.org.

Great River Chorale presents

CMAB
Central MN Arts Board

This activity is made possible in part, 
by a grant from the Central MN Arts 
Board with funds appropriated by the 
Minnesota State Legislature from its 
general fund.

This organization is funded, in part, 
by the voters of Minnesota through 
a grant from the Central MN Arts 
Board, thanks to a legislative 
appropriation from the arts and 
cultural heritage fund.

This activity is made possible by the 
voters of Minnesota through a grant 
from the Minnesota State Arts Board, 
thanks to a legislative appropriation 
from the arts and cultural heritage 
fund.

CMAB
Central MN Arts Board

By Mary Nehring, Contributing Writer

The National Day of 
Prayer is an annual ob-
servance held on the first 
Thursday of May, inviting 
people of all faiths to pray 
for the nation. The event 
was created 70 years ago 
(in 1952) by a joint reso-
lution of the United States 
Congress, and signed into 
law by President Harry S. 
Truman. 

The Task Force is a 
privately funded organiza-
tion whose purpose is to 
encourage participation in 
the National Day of Prayer. 
It exists to communicate 
with every individual the 
need for personal repen-
tance and prayer, to create 
appropriate materials, and 
to mobilize the Christian 
community to intercede 
for America’s leaders and 
its families. The National 
Day of Prayer Task Force 
represents a Judeo-Chris-
tian expression of the na-
tional observance, based 
on our understanding that 
this country was birthed in 
prayer and in reverence for 
the God of the Bible. 

The goal of the na-
tional event is to join scores 
of others across the U.S. to 
pray for our families, our 
churches, our communi-
ties and our nation and that 
God’s love would permeate 
every aspect of this com-
munity. The event will con-
sist of small group prayer 
with scripture and prayer 
prompts.

Becker National Day 
of Prayer event will be held 
at Becker City Hall flagpole 
at noon. For more informa-
tion, contact pastor Nathan 
Bucher at Becker Baptist 
Church at nathan.bucher@
beckerbaptist.org or 763-
261-4202. 

Big Lake National 
Day of Prayer event will 
be a prayer breakfast held 
Thurs., May 5 at Carousell 
Works from 6:45 a.m. to 8 
a.m. For more information, 
contact Pastor Kyle Sidlo 
from Saron Lutheran at 
763-263-2209 or email at 
kyle@saron.org. 

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER. Local residents are pictured last year lifting up 
the local communities in prayer at National Day of Prayer outside at Becker City 
Hall. (Patriot archive photo by Mary Nehring).

National Day of Prayer 
to be held next week

By Bill Morgan, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

Good Shepherd Lu-
theran High School trekked 
to Keller Lake Commons  
in Big Lake to celebrate 
their prom with the Keller 
Lake Commons residents. 

The students did a 
grand march, danced to 
some classic music for the 
residents and participated 
in some fun games as well 
as a recipe exchange. 

Good Shepherd stu-
dents have volunteered at 
Keller Lake Commons As-
sisted Living doing service 

projects, getting to know 
the residents and this year, 

wanted to share their prom 
experience with them.

STUDENTS FROM GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN HIGH SCHOOL held their prom dance at Keller Lake Commons in Big Lake 
where they danced for and with the residents as well as played games and exchanged recipes. (Submitted Photo).

GSLHS holds prom at Keller Lake

By Bill Morgan, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

Over 40 exhibitors 
and hundreds of patrons 
descended upon Big Lake 
High School for the Big 
Lake Chamber’s annual 
Community Fair last Satur-
day morning.

Entertainment was pro-
vided by BLHS Chamber 
Choir, Treble Choir, Jazz 
Band and Poetry Out Loud 
students, Evolution Tae 
Kwon Do and Starz Dance.

Vendors associated 
with the Farmer’s Market 
had to set up inside the 
building this year as early 
morning rainfall and cool 
temperatures disrupted the 
event. The event was free 
and the Chamber gave 
away six bicycles and three 
scooter/skateboard combos.

Coborn’s gave away 
free food samples and a 
huge line formed in front 
of the Liberty Bank booth 
where they were giving 
away free coolers while 
supplies lasted. Robotics 
students put on a demon-
stration with their robot 
and Shrek actors from the 
school’s current play were 
in costume and strolled 

through the gym to spark 
interest.

Caricatures by William 
Morgan provided free cari-
catures to guests who stood 
in line patiently for their 
chance to see themselves in 
cartoon form.

All proceeds from 
the event were donated to 
BLHS Volunteerism Schol-
arships.

Gold and Bike Spon-
sors of the Fair include 
Becker Big Lake Ice As-
sociation, Custom Doors 
Sales, Insurance Special-
ists Team, Liberty Bank & 
State Farm-Cory Laugen.

Silver Sponsors in-
clude Big Lake Spud Fest, 
Casey’s, Coborn’s, Edina 
Realty—Ryan Benjamin, 
Fed Ex Ground, First Class 
Mortgage, Minnco Credit 
Union, Minnesota Limited, 
Park Dental, Starz Dance 
Studio, Window Concepts 
of MN and Wruck Sewer & 
Portable Rentals.

Additional Bike Spon-
sors include Big Lake Spud 
Fest, Driscoll Accounting, 
Edina Realty-Ryan Benja-
min & Window Concepts 
of MN.

VANESSA KOVACS (above) was the prize winner of a gift basket after she 
successfully tossed at least one bean bag in the bean bag toss game at the Patriot 
Newspaper booth last Saturday. Her name was then drawn from dozens of sub-
missions and earlier this week she stopped by the Patriot office to garner her prize. 
(Patriot Photo by Kathy Nelson).

Community Fair shines on rainy day

MAYOR PAUL KNIER (R) was interviewed by members of the Big Lake Am-
bassador program during the Community Fair last weekend. (Patriot Photo by 
Carol Hanson).

PARKER FRIEDMAN OF LIBERTY BANK (above) was in charge of handing out 
the very popular soft-sided coolers at their booth at the Big Lake Community Fair 
at BLHS last Saturday. (Patriot Photo by Carol Hanson).
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• Letters to the Editors: The PATRIOT  welcomes letters to the editor. Addresses and telephone 
numbers are require for verification purposes.  All letters must contain the original signature of 
the writer. E-mailed letters can be accepted. The deadline for all letters is 11am Wednesday. Limit 
letters to 200 words or less. Letters will be printed at the discretion of the editor and are subject to 
editing for grammar, libel and brevity. Two letters per writer per subject each year.

• Obituaries: Obituaries are $50 prepaid. The Editor reserves the right to edit lengthy obituaries.

The Patriot, under the continuation of the Citizen-Tribune, is the official legal newspaper for 
Clear Lake, Clearwater, Orrock, Palmer & Santiago Townships, City of Becker, Becker Township 

and Becker School District #726 and Big Lake School District #727.
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Living the Dream
In my last column, I 

wrote about my aspira-
tions to travel and to see 
the Caribbean. I’m here to 
tell you, it was better than I 
imagined.

My first glimpse of the 
Caribbean was from the 
plane. The turquoise waters 
and the unknown islands 
below captivated my atten-
tion. No longer a dream in 
waiting, but one to be real-
ized.

We arrived at Punta 
Cana airport and stepped 
onto the tarmac. It’s a 
sunny and wonderful 84 de-
grees. We get through cus-
toms and head to the resort. 

Scott is talking with 
the driver and I’m looking 
at all the palm trees along 
the highway. It’s a wel-
come site for this Minne-
sota girl. My mind is setting 
up the tropical paradise that 
awaits. I’m so excited!

The Grand Bavaro 
Princess Resort is as beau-
tiful as the pictures online. 
We check in and we take 
the trolley car to our room.  
Our building is the second 
one from the beach. We 
have a clear view of the tiki 
huts and palm trees. We can 
hear the waves crashing on 
the shore.

It’s time. The moment 
that I have been waiting for 
since I was a teenager.  We 
walk past the tiki huts and 
step into the softest white 
sand.  I lift my head up and 
behold the most beautiful 
shade of turquoise that I’ve 
ever seen. It’s better than I 
had imagined. 

Everything on this 
resort was beautiful. The 

landscaping, animals, flow-
ers, pools, and even the 
people.

It was an adventure 
walking around. You never 
knew what you would see. 
One day, we came upon a 
Rhino Iguana.   It was big-
ger than any iguanas we had 
ever seen and looked  pre-
historic. 

Various ducks, birds, 
pelicans and peacocks walk 
around. The male peacocks 
would call out to the fe-
males and then fan their 
feathers. It was awesome.

Flamingos adorned a 
large pond. I never thought 
you could get so close and 
actually feed them, but you 
can. They take the bread 
crumb out of your hand. 

One of the restaurants 
you could sit right up by 
a pond. There were lush 
palms, tropical plants, white 
pelicans and other beautiful 
birds flying around. Defi-
nitely was our favorite.

We took a catamaran 
excursion to Saona Island. 
It was wonderful being out 
on the sea. The island itself 
was tropical and jungle like 
in every aspect. 

Swimming with the 
dolphins was an experience.  
I always knew dolphins 
were smart, but seeing them 
up close and what they can 
do is amazing. They are in 
their natural environment 
when you meet them. I 
danced, swam and even got 
a kiss. I loved every minute. 
There was more to this ad-
venture than the dolphins. 
This was a park reserve 
with wild birds that you 
could feed out of your hand 
and see the Macaw parrots 
up close.

One of the highlights 
of this trip was meeting 
people from all over the 
world. Germany, Argen-
tina, London, fellow Amer-
icans and many from our 
northern cousin - Canada. 
I found we have more in 
common than we realize. It 
was interesting and reward-
ing at the same time.   We 
came as strangers and left 
as friends.

The beach by far was 
my favorite. I couldn’t get 
enough of it. We spent 
hours swimming, walking 
and just watching the waves 
roll in. There is something 
about the rhythm of the tide 
going back and forth. It’s 
relaxing on every level,

We took lots of pic-
tures, met some of the nic-
est people, drank straight 
from a coconut and pine-
apple, and experienced the 
beauty of the Caribbean and 
Punta Cana. This trip was 
everything I had hoped it 
would be and more. We are 
definitely going back.

 

By Shelley Berthiaume
Contributing Writer

Biggest Issues Still on the Table
(Editor’s Note: The fol-

lowing column was submitted 
by Rep. Shane Mekeland.)

Minnesota’s 2022 leg-
islative session began in 
January with converting 
a record state surplus into 
meaningful tax relief and 
getting a grip on surging 
violent crime among our 
numerous top priorities.       

We now are entering 
the final month of the ses-
sion and, while there is still 
hope on these issues, there 
also are reasons for con-
cern. In fact, you could say 
we’ve actually taken a sig-
nificant step backward by 
allowing an unnecessary tax 
on employers to take place 
despite the fact the state has 
a surplus of around $10 bil-
lion and growing. 

Employers are now 
experiencing tax increases 
on their unemployment in-
surance rates because Min-
nesota has not taken action 
since our state’s unemploy-
ment funds were depleted 
during the pandemic. The 
Senate passed bipartisan 
legislation two months ago 
– by a veto-proof majority 
– to resolve this issue, but 
the House has not followed 
suit. 

It is perplexing to see 
this issue stall in the House 
when it has received such 
bipartisan support this year. 
And now the House major-
ity’s supplemental budget 
proposal for this session 
includes $0 to resolve 
this issue by repaying our 
state’s depleted unemploy-
ment insurance fund. This 
is costing state taxpayers 
$50,000 per day in interest 
and leaving employers on 
the hook for a tax increase 
at a time when the state has 
a massive surplus. 

Differences in how the 

House and Senate propose 
appropriating the state’s 
surplus present sizable gaps 
to close in the next few 
weeks. The Senate passed 
the largest tax cut in state 
history – at more than $8 
billion – representing nearly 
the entire budget surplus. 
This includes eliminating 
the state’s Social Security 
income tax and reducing 
income taxes. The average 
tax relief per filer would be 
$759, with a family making 
$100,000 per year receiving 
a tax break of $1,066 every 
year. 

Meanwhile, House 
Democrats propose $21 in 
new government spending 
for every $1 in tax cuts. 
Their approach spends 
more on programs, with 
total tax reductions in the 
House Democrat tax bill 
amounting to less than $600 
million over the next three 
years compared to more 
than $12.2 billion in new 
government spending – a 
14% increase.  

As for public safety, 
we’re seeing violent crime 
continue to soar in our 
state and there has not been 
much movement in the 
House despite outward bi-
partisan support.

Before the session 
began, House Democrats 

touted stronger penalties for 
carjacking, house arrest for 
youth auto theft offenders, 
and grant programs aimed 
at recruiting police officers. 
And House Republicans 
earlier this session assem-
bled a package of bills that 
would aim to reverse the 
dramatic increase in crime 
our state by holding crim-
inals responsible for their 
actions, helping recruit and 
retain peace officers, and 
providing transparency on 
decisions from prosecutors 
and the courts.

Unfortunately, these 
common-sense proposals 
have not received the sup-
port they warrant. Numer-
ous DFL-backed proposals 
that failed to receive com-
mittee hearings even were 
brought forward as commit-
tee amendments by House 
Republicans – only to be 
voted down by the House 
Democrats, who now pro-
pose giving more money 
to violence interrupters and 
growing the state govern-
ment by tens of millions of 
dollars while adding dozens 
of new full-time employees 
in St. Paul.  

Senate Republicans 
have been moving a public 
safety bill featuring mea-
sures worthy of biparti-
san support. This includes 
criminalizing the offense of 
carjacking, along with in-
creased penalties for violent 
crimes by repeat offenders 
and increasing transparency 
when prosecutors dismiss 
charges on a case. 

We owe it to Minneso-
tans to provide meaningful, 
permanent tax relief and to 
get a grip on violent crime. 
Anything less should be un-
acceptable. 

By Rep. 
Shane Mekeland

Supporting Projects in MN Communities
(Editor’s Note: The fol-

lowing column was submitted 
by Sen. Tina Smith.)

After advocating here 
in Washington, I’m excited 
to share that over 70 Min-
nesota projects will receive 
over $130 million in federal 
funding to improve trans-
portation and infrastruc-
ture, education, housing, 
public safety, and more. 
Senator Amy Klobuchar 
and I worked closely with 
leaders across the state to 
secure this funding and en-
sure projects ranging from 
health care to broadband re-
ceive the support they need.

Although only a few 
projects are highlighted 
here, these are some exam-
ples of the variety of indus-
tries and areas in Minnesota 
that will benefit. I look for-
ward to seeing how this 
funding fuels projects that 
will directly improve the 
lives of Minnesotans.

Expanding Health 
Care Services
The Native American 

Community Clinic’s expan-
sion will enable it to serve 
twice the number of pa-
tients, provide new services 
such as COVID-19 care and 

recovery, and create new 
jobs in the Minneapolis 
community. The clinic has 
provided culturally respon-
sive health programming 
and critical telehealth ser-
vices, testing pop-ups, and 
vaccination clinics during 
the pandemic. Over the 
past two years, the number 
of employees has already 
doubled, and this fund-
ing will allow the clinic to 
serve even more of Minne-
apolis’s urban Indigenous 
community.

Bringing Economic 
Growth to NW MN
The Thief River Falls 

Regional Airport Air Cargo 
Development will provide 
and support jobs in the re-

gion, helping surrounding 
industries grow. Specifi-
cally, the funding will help 
pre-design, design, con-
struct, furnish, and equip a 
cargo hangar.

Providing Childcare 
Options
A new childcare facil-

ity in Little Falls is critical 
to ensuring families in the 
community have afford-
able, available childcare 
options. This funding will 
not only help build a new 
facility, but it will also help 
cover operating costs for 
the center.

Improving Energy 
Efficiency in S MN
The Blue Earth County 

Energy Efficiency Project 
will bring environmental 
and economic benefits, in-
cluding creating new jobs 
in southern Minnesota. The 
project includes the instal-
lation of solar panels to 
power buildings and coun-
ty-wide energy efficiency 
measures. Also, it involves 
the addition of electric ve-
hicle charging stations and 
a geothermal heating and 
cooling system.

By Sen. 
Tina Smith

Problem Solvers Unite!
There’s perhaps noth-

ing that defines humanity 
as much as the fact that 
we are problem solvers.  
Whether it’s medicine, lo-
gistics or other needs within 
the community, the human 
condition seems to hold the 
answers to helping one an-
other live better, more pros-
perous lives. This week, 
let’s celebrate the problem 
solvers within our commu-
nity: the past, the present 
and the future.

Past
Last week, Becker’s 

high school robotics team 
traveled to Houston to com-
pete in the World Champi-
onships and once again the 
team and its coaches repre-
sented this area well.  Ro-
botics has been championed 
as the “varsity sport of the 
mind” and don’t let the fact 
that the team has qualified 
for the Worlds six times 
fool you: getting there is no 
easy task. Yes, I am for sure 
biased since I helped estab-
lish the team ten years ago. 
But these students continue 
to impress with their focus 
on solving problems that 
are put forth by each year’s 
challenge. Sometimes the 
100-plus pound robot needs 
to hurl objects at a target, 
while at other times it needs 
to climb a structure.  Many 
times, it needs to do both.

For any of the cur-
mudgeons out there who 
subscribe to the “these kids 
nowadays” complaints, 
take the time to look up the 
team and see their accom-
plishments. You would be 
amazed by the intellect, 
creativity and real-world 
problem solving skills that 
are demonstrated by this 
elite level team. Just take a 
minute to look up the spon-
sors and you will see that 
there are literally dozens of 
businesses who help fund 
our local problem solvers 
because the goals and ambi-
tions of the participants and 
coaches line up perfectly 
with what our companies 
will need in the future. Yes, 

indeed, Becker is home 
to one of the best groups 
of problem solvers in the 
United States - and they’ve 
been doing it for ten years.

Present
Head Coach Jason 

Baune and the Becker girls 
softball team have a state-
wide reputation as a top 
program, as evidenced by 
their nearly routine trips to 
the state tournament (in-
cluding a state champion-
ship a year ago). But in my 
estimation, it’s their dedica-
tion annually to the “Strike 
Out Cancer” game that is 
even more impressive. This 
year, they are teaming up 
with the Bulldog baseball 
team and will be hosting 
an event on May 13 to raise 
funds for a local woman 
who is once again battling 
cancer. You can see the 
details elsewhere in this 
week’s paper and all over 
social media.

These fine students and 
their coaches are today’s 
problem solvers and it’s a 
good lesson once again as 
to the power of high school 
activities. They see a pur-
pose and a value in serving 
others and in stepping up 
to help solve problems that 
affect way too many people 
in our area each year. As 
our community has always 
done, let’s all step forward 
to reward their efforts and 
help them make a differ-
ence.  Because that’s what 
problem solvers do... they 
make a difference for oth-
ers.

Future

Often times, when peo-
ple think of our Veterans, 
we think about those ser-
vice men and women who 
have selflessly served our 
country in the past and have 
fought so hard to guarantee 
our freedoms as Americans.  
And that service should be 
celebrated, recognized and 
honored... freedom should 
never be taken for granted.

But here’s a huge 
kudos to the Becker Amer-
ican Legion, Post 193, as 
they have focused their at-
tention to the future.  To our 
next generation of Veter-
ans, war heroes and service 
members whose dedication 
to the community doesn’t 
end with their discharge 
from the Armed Forces.

Our community has a 
problem in that our local 
Legion doesn’t have a per-
manent home. It’s a com-
plicated issue, one that 
involves an expired 99 
year lease and land/build-
ing ownership that crosses 
jurisdictional boundaries. 
However, the solution is 
not that complicated and 
can be remedied in the near 
future with the continued 
cooperation of both City 
and Township officials.

Veterans are problem 
solvers and these Legion 
members are ready, will-
ing and able to solve the 
problems with their build-
ing through the seeking of 
Grant funding and other 
volunteer opportunities.  
They just need to be given 
the chance to do so. Our 
local elected officials, who 
are also problem solvers, 
need to step up to the plate 
and get this taken care of so 
our Veterans can continue 
to serve our community.  
This should be done in a 
matter of months, not years.

Solving problems 
works best when teams of 
humans do what humans 
do best - work together to 
solve problems.  Let’s unite 
behind their efforts in our 
local community!

By Mark Kolbinger, 
Contributing Writer

Call 763.275.0275 today!



The students were not 
disappointed. 

The students were en-
tertained by some storytell-
ing, audience participation, 
and illustrating demonstra-
tions. Students even got 
a “sneak peek” of an up-
coming title being released 
in the near future, with the 
help of a couple of teacher 
volunteers during each ses-
sion. 

Students were in-
formed by LaRochelle and 
Wohnoutka of what it is 
like to be an author and/or 
an illustrator, as both men 
have experience in both. 

Their presentations 
were engaging as they 
shared their experiences 
and lessons of persistence 
and practice to improve, 
even when receiving re-
jections from publishers. It 
was interesting to hear what 
inspires their ideas and cre-
ativity. 

They encouraged stu-
dents who want to be au-
thors and illustrators to 
always remember they will 
need to practice and revise 
their work many times to 
get it “just right”, as noth-
ing is perfect the first time. 

A special thank you to 

the Central Minnesota Li-
brary Exchange for helping 
make this visit possible. 

To learn more about 
these talented authors/il-
lustrators and their work, 
please visit: www.david-
larochelle.com and www.
mikewohnoutka.com.
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Annual clean-up days

Monday, June 6 - Monday, July 18 
Sponsored by Palmer Park & Rec Dept

No ball for Monday, July 4. 

SEASON 

Palmer Park Pavilion 
Sat. May 7, 10am-Noon or Mon, May 9, 5-7pm

Cost: $40 Includes T-shirt & hat
Coaches receive a free shirt and hat and one child 

plays for free! 
*no late registrations will be taken, please call or email ahead of time if unable to make

REGISTRATION

VOLUNTEER COACHES AND PROGRAM 
VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED.

Please text or call Laura at 
320-250-7510 or email

palmerballprogram@gmail.com 
if you have any questions. 

Mondays, 6-7pm
Recommended ages 5-7
Must be 4 yrs. by May 1

Mondays, 6-7:30pm
Recommended ages 8-9

TEE-BALL

PITCH-BALL

Mondays 6-8:30pm
Softball: Recommended ages 10-14
Player may not turn 15 after May 1

SOFTBALL

PALMER BALL
PROGRAM

  

Mon-Fri. 8am - 6pm
Next to NAPA Auto Parts, Zimmerman
www.allpetsvethospital.com

Your local area veterinarians since 1993

Dr. Joel Ihnen
Dr. Christina Mattson
763-856-8387

All Pets Veterinary Hospital
and Equine Service

320-743-5838
rachel@caninecabin.com

www.caninecabin.com

BOARDING
GROOMING
TRAINING

The very best care
while you’re away

If you can provide a loving home for any of these animals, please contact the 

TRI-COUNTY HUMANE SOCIETY 
320-252-0896

www.tricountyhumanesociety.org
735 8th St. NE - P.O. Box 701 - St. Cloud, MN  56302-0701

Working with the community to find homes for needy pets

Leila
is a big dog with a big heart - and she’s searching for a place 
for her 109-pound frame to call home! Honestly though, her 
frame should not be carrying that much weight, so a few less 
calories and a few more walks would be in order. Leila by the 
way is a spayed 3-year-old brown and white Am Staff mix.

TEX
is a 2YO neutered black Lab mix likes Kongs and other durable 
chew toys. Tex is a smart cookie too; he knows his name, sit 
and shake. He’s house-trained and will let you know he needs 
to go out by getting in your face to get your attention. 

Fluff Fluff 
has a colony room to herself now because all her roommates 
got adopted.  This lovely black cat is a fan of the following: 
Sleeping in sinks, interactive toy playtime, and even belly 
rubs! She’s 6 months old and spayed, so she qualifies for 
our Fabulous Five Dollar Feline promotion.

is a 1YO spayed terrier mix who is a good match for heavy-duty 
chew toys and plenty of exercise. She’s an enthusiastic 
destination-driven walker.  An Emily Weiss Walkie or Gentle 
Leader would help keep her in pace with you. Could this 
48-pound hunk of love be your new best friend? Come to the 
shelter – she’s waiting to meet you!

Precious
is a 4YO spayed kitty who wants a place with lots of cozy 
beds, a cat tower, scratching posts/pads, and, of course, 
toys. You can budget to give Precious the life she so richly 
deserves because she qualifies for our Fabulous Five Dollar 
Feline promotion and her adoption fee would be waived 
completely for a senior or veteran.

Freya

PetNet Works

O'Malley 
is a 3YO neutered cat whom we strongly recommend be 
an indoor-outdoor cat.  When he’s indoors, he should have 
plenty of opportunities for mental enrichment.  He’ll come to 
you when he wants attention; otherwise, best to let him be! 
His fee would be waived for a senior or veteran.
 

By Bill Morgan, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

Last Thursday, the 
owners of Ember Coffee in 
Big Lake held a ribbon-cut-
ting ceremony to 
c h r i s t e n 
their new 
b u s i n e s s 
of selling 
coffee and 
g o o d i e s 
right along 
Hwy. 10.

Matthew 
and Elise 
Berry had a 
grand open-
ing Friday, 
April 22 at 
their location at 
450 Jefferson Blvd. in the 
heart of Big Lake. Their 
store is on the south side 
of the purple and blue two-

story building.
They are open from 

Monday thru Saturday, 6 
a.m. to 6 p.m.

Not only does Ember 
Coffee serve a great brewed 

cup of java, they also sell 
travel tumblers, 

E m b e r 
m u g s , 
s t i c k -
ers and 
m u c h 
m o r e . 
T h e y 
a l s o 

h a v e 
y u m m y 

pastries and 
even ice cream.

At  some 
point in the near future, 

Ember Coffee will also 
offer sandwiches and other 
lunch items in the cafe, and 
they are excited to soon 

feature a welcoming loca-
tion and workplace for to-
day’s entrepreneur, small 
business operator, and free-
lancer.

According to their 
website:

“Our mission is to turn 
strangers into friends, serve 
the best coffee anywhere, 
and be a place that culti-
vates creativity and good 
works.   We are more than 
a coffee shop - we are a 
community on a mission, 
passionate about bringing 
beauty to every corner of 
our city.”

Another motto they 
stand by:

“We don’t serve coffee, 
we serve people.”

There’s no filtering 
that.

EMBER COFFEE HELD THEIR OFFICIAL ribbon-cutting ceremony as they opened their doors for business last Friday. Left 
to Right: Matthew Berry – Owner of Ember Coffee Co., Hanna Klimmek – Interim City Administrator, Ketti Green – Planning 
Commissioner, Elise Berry – Owner of Ember Coffee Co., Scott Zetterval – Planning Commissioner, J.Brian Calva – Big Lake 
EDA Commissioner, Deb Wegeleben – City Finance Director, Raeanne Danielowski – Sherburne County Commissioner and Paul 
Knier – Mayor of Big Lake. (Submitted Photo).

Better latte than never: Ember Coffee opens

GILYARDS from page 1

asset to our Becker commu-
nity.”

The Rademacher orga-
nization has been operating 
for approximately 50 years. 
Rademacher Companies is 
estimated to generate $19.2 
million in annual revenues, 
employs approximately 130 
people at the headquarters 
location in Andover and 

180 total employees at all 
locations. Currently, with 
the procurement of the Gi-
lyard properties, there are 
now nine Bill’s Superette 
locations around the State 
of Minnesota (Becker, 
Nowthen, Ramsey, Lino 
Lakes, Oak Grove, Ando-
ver, Brooklyn Park, Cham-
plin and Royalton).

Keep and eye out in 
your Patriot Newspaper for 
their weekly insert that will 
feature sale specials and 
bargain items.

We here at the Patriot 
wish the Gilyards well. It 
has been our pleasure to 
work with you through the 
years! Happy retirement!

THE K-5 STUDENTS eagerly participated in the fun as the authors and illus-
trator presentors entertained the crowd. (Submitted Photo).

VISIT from page 1
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Explore
Clearwater/ Clear Lake

Business Expo!

Sunday, May 1st, 10am - 1pm
Clearwater American Legion, 

Running simultaneously with the 
Sunday Legion Breakfast 

Come and meet your local businesses!
Raffles and Prizes!!!

 Business Expo!

LEGAL THCLEGAL THC
No Prescription • No Doctors

Delta 8 — Delta 9 — Delta 10
THCO — THCP — HHC

Downtown Elk River / Albertville Crossing
763.267.7141 763.276.1530

www.sacredleafmn.com • facebook@sacredleafminn • sacredleafmn@yahoo.com

CBD

20% 
off
with 

coupon

505 N. Walnut St., Clearwater, MN • 320. 558.1134

• Haircuts 
• Nail Trims • Baths 

• Teeth BrushingMadison Borst, Owner 
& Ruger

763-262-4000 • 12287 Hancock Street, Becker

MEAT RAFFLES 
EVERY SATURDAY 

@ 3PM 

Every 
Wednesday!
DJ TRIVIA MINNESOTA

Miscellaneous Questions
Clues are in the music

Prizes for 1st, 2nd & 3rd place
Enter as individual or with a group!7pm

A portion of proceeds 
benefit various local 

organizations

PUB 
OLYMPICS

May 7
Registration 

starts at 11AM

By Penny Leuthard,
Contributing Writer

The Lynden Twp. Board 
of Supervisors attended to a 
combination of items during 
their April meeting.

Property Issues
The Planning Commis-

sion performed a site visit 
in March for Donald Hag-
mann’s property on Belview 
Road; he’s requesting a road 
variance. Planning Adminis-
trator James Kantor informed 
the council the variance is 
necessary as it is currently 
a non-conforming structure 
from the center line and side 
setback. The variance will 
then allow Hagmann to apply 
for a building permit from the 
county. 

A motion carried setting 
the public hearing. 

Richard Murray inquired 
about a ROW permit for his 
non-compliant drain field. 
The county septic system 
ordinance requires recorded 
permission from the township 
before placing any portion of 
the septic system within a 
township road. There isn’t 
enough room on the prop-

erty to meet all the setback 
requirements and they’re cur-
rently utilizing a lake setback 
granted in 1994. 

The proposal is to re-
place the existing trench sys-
tem with a smaller pressure 
bed in the same location. If 
the township prefers to have 
Murray move the system 
closer to the lake and outside 
of the ROW, it will require 
new soil borings, a new drain 
field design, and a new lake 
setback variance as ordinance 
requires 150’ setback from a 
tank/drain field to a natural 
environment lake. 

No action was taken as 
no application has been re-
ceived nor was Murray pres-
ent at the meeting.

Victoria Luedtke ap-
proached the board to inquire 
about the property line of 
her 5th Ave. property. She 
has been working with pri-
vate surveyors to determine 
boundary lines and corners as 
the current legal description is 
dated and vague; she hadn’t 
yet received the completed 
survey. 

Stearns Co. confirmed 
there is a building entitlement 
for the parcel, but she would 

need to comply with things 
such as setbacks due to the 
parcel’s small size. Chairman 
Dave Johnson suggested she 
contact the Stearns Co. As-
sessor and Surveyor.

Road Updates
Niemi received an esti-

mate to fix the upper Alder 
Road water flow; all work 
would be within the town-
ship road ROW. He also 
received the annual bridge 
inspection report and will 
contact  Schendzielos to cor-
rect Bridge L9896 to remove 
beaver dam and debris from 
the south side of the culvert.

A bid of $45,030 was re-
ceived from Astech Surface 
Technologies for seal coating 
Birchwood, 17 Ave. E. and 
the town hall parking lot. A 
motion carried authorizing 
the expenditure.

Motions carried autho-
rizing the township chair and 
clerk to sign the Five Year 
Road Plan with Short Elliot 
pending suggestion suggested 
by Twp. Attorney Michael 
Couri and the 2022 Summer 
Maintenance contract with 
Schendzielos.

Other Business
A motion carried to au-

thorize expenditure for bob-
cat rental not to exceed $500. 
The bobcat is necessary based 
on numerous scheduled sign 
replacements. A second mo-
tion carried to resume rentals 
of the town hall but with an 
amendment to include a max 
capacity of 50.

The ARPA funding re-
ceived by Lynden Twp. to 
date is $113,435. Supervi-
sor Dennis Niemi obtained 
a quote of $2,125 for LED 
lighting, the labor will be do-
nated. A motion authorizing 
the expenditure was made 
and then withdrawn after fur-
ther discussion. The item was 
tabled to May.

MIDCO representative 
Steve Johnson confirmed to 
the council a business pro-
posal of $85/month for 100 
mbps and no installation fee, 
and the option to upgrade to 
higher mbps without an ad-
ditional installation fee. A 
motion carried accepting the 
quote.

The next Lynden Twp. 
meeting will be May 2 at 7 
p.m.

Array of agenda items at Lynden Twp.

By Penny Leuthard,
Contributing Writer

During the Clearwater 
City Council’s April meeting, 
resident Sarah Tasa came for-
ward during the public form 
to express concerns over the 
mosquito contract renewal. 
She stated she is opposed to 
the mosquito control spraying 
because of concerns about 
chemicals used. It was noted 
that residents can opt out of 
having their home sprayed.

The council returned to 
the issue later in the meeting 
when discussing the mosquito 
spraying contract renewal. 
Last year’s contract was only 
good for one year. Mosquito 
spraying was initially imple-
mented because of the two 
rivers running through town 
and concerns about the West 
Nile Virus. 

Mayor Lawrence ex-
plained last year the city had 
a detailed discussion on the 
matter, surveyed the public, 
heard from company repre-
sentatives, and considered 
several options. Residents 
who responded to the survey 
indicated they wanted to con-
tinue spraying with Perme-
thrin, which is less expensive 
than the organic Merus prod-
uct.

Member Lindsey Luh-
mann stated she is opposed 
to spraying as she doesn’t 
believe it works and is con-
cerned about health effects. 
Member Wayne Kruchten 

said he is also opposed be-
cause of the cost and is con-
cerned about toxicity. He 
suggested the city forgo 
spraying for one year and see 
if residents notice a differ-
ence.

Member Kris Crandall 
said he remembers what it 
was like before spraying 
began and stated he believes 
spraying is a benefit to resi-
dents.

A motion to approve the 
contract renewal with the Per-
methrin product failed 2-2.

Public Forum
Along with her concerns 

about mosquito spraying, 
Tasa stated she is concerned 
with the assessment process 
for late utility bills. She be-
lieves the assessment fee is 
too high and should be re-
moved, that people should be 
allowed to make a payment 
plan for late bills, and that 
there should be more infor-
mation made available about 
resources for payment assis-
tance. 

A discussion followed 
addressing the city’s process, 
the number of notifications 
sent to residents, the infor-
mation on the city’s website 
and Facebook page, and the 
fact that the county charges 
the city a fee for assessments 
which must be passed on or 
covered by other residents. 

Pat Briggs approached 
the council to reiterate his 
position that they consider his 
request for 26 years of TIF as-

sistance for his proposed Ash 
Street apartments project. 

Mayor Andrea Lawrence 
stated as this item wasn’t on 
the agenda for discussion she 
needed additional time to re-
view everything before she 
could determine her position 
on the issue; other council 
members concurred. 

City Administrator An-
nita Smythe explained that 
the city had not yet drafted 
the TIF development agree-
ment as it’s typically done 
following site plan approval. 
Briggs stated he would like 
the financial details finalized 
before proceeding to the site 
plan and requested the city 
begin drafting the agreement.

Other Business
A discussion was held 

concerning the snow fence or-
dinance the city adopted last 
year. There were a handful 
of complaints over the winter 
regarding snow fencing being 
in disrepair, however it was 
hard for staff to enforce once 
the fence was erected due to 
poles getting frozen into the 
ground. 

Mayor Lawrence reit-
erated that she isn’t in favor 
of the fencing as it’s not per-
manent and proposed send-
ing the ordinance back to 
the Planning Commission to 
strike out the third exception 
that allows snow fencing near 
undeveloped areas.

Crandall said there was a 
lot of discussion in regard to 
the issue last year and he was 

fine with it as is; Kruchten 
stated he was fine with ei-
ther option. Mayor Lawrence 
asked if there was a majority 
who wanted it referred to the 
Planning Commission, which 
failed for lack of a majority.

Caroline Stutsman from 
Bergan KDV provided the 
council with an overview of 
the audit report, after which a 
motion carried accepting the 
report.

Motions carried ap-
proving Resolution 2022-25 
Certifying Lien for Unpaid 
Utilities and Resolution 2022-
28 Appointing Planning 
Commission Member.

Motions carried autho-
rizing the purchase of a new 
sewer pump for a slight in-
crease over bid and the pur-
chase of a new mower by 
state bid; the expected cost is 
$41,000.

Motions carried ap-
proving acceptance of the 
scoreboard for Sportsman’s 
Park that was donated by 
the Clearwater Lions and ap-
proving the hiring of Breanna 
Rhodes to complete the mural 
at Spring Street Park for $800.

Michael Lenz was ap-
pointed to the council seat va-
cated by Richard Petty with 
a term ending December 31, 
2022.

The CVBC Business 
Expo will be May 1.

The next Clearwater City 
Council meeting will be May 
9 at 7 p.m.

Clearwater Council split 
on mosquito control

By Katherine Cantin,
Staff Writer
Reporter.Katie@PatriotNewsMN.com

Becker and Clear Lake 
area residents once again 
had the opportunity to 
voice their opinions about a 
potential Xcel Energy solar 
field in the area. A public 
hearing at the Becker High 
School Performing Arts 
Center was moderated by 
Judge Kimberly Midden-
dorf, with representatives 
of Xcel Energy, the Public 
Utilities Commission, and 
the Minnesota Dept. of 
Commerce present on stage 
with her. 

After a brief presenta-
tion from the Xcel repre-
sentatives, the floor was 
opened to those wishing 
to voice their opinions.

The City of Becker, 
represented by Interim 
City Administrator Jeff 
O’Neill,  announced 
they would no longer be 
against the solar panels, 
having worked with Xcel 
to minimize the impact the 
solar field would have on 
industrial park expansion. 

Micheal Corre, an at-
torney representing Clear 
Lake Township, expressed 
the township’s dissatisfac-
tion with not being con-
sulted in the issue of future 

business park expansion. 
The township remains a 
supporter of the solar field, 
and stated that they pre-
ferred the original plan, 
which included more land. 

Several individuals 
representing local work-
ers’ unions voiced their ap-
proval of the project, as the 
construction of the project 
would create many local 
jobs.

Some residents, in-
cluding Randy Sealy, Lefty 
Kleis, and Sharon Klisch, 
voiced their disapproval of 

the project, voicing con-
cerns about maintaining a 
reliable, affordable energy 
source. 

One individual, Bryan 
Olson, asked several ques-

tions of the Xcel represen-
tatives, many of which the 
representatives were able to 
answer on the spot. 

He asked whether the 
solar field would create a 
heat sink, to which Xcel 
representative William 
Risse replied that, while 
heat sinks occurred in 
southern states, it was not 

expected to happen here. 
Olson asked what the 

Sherco plants currently 
generate and what the solar 
field would generate in re-
gards to power, and how 
the difference would be 
made up. Risse replied that 
the current generation of all 
three plants is 2,400 mega-
watts of power per year, 
while the solar field would 
produce 460 megawatts of 
power per year. The dif-
ference would be made 
up by natural gas plants at 
sites outside of Sherburne 
County.

Olson asked how many 
jobs the Sherco plants cur-
rently support on a daily 
basis, and how many per-
manent jobs (individuals 
coming in on a daily basis) 
would be created by the 
solar field. Risse replied 

that 230 workers are cur-
rently employed to run the 
Sherco plants, while the 
solar field would employ 
four or six individuals. 

Olson asked about 
the plans for a natural gas 
plant in Becker, but Risse 
informed the audience 
that those plans had been 
scrapped. 

Some individuals were 
concerned about agricul-
tural land being converted 
to a solar field, but Risse 
explained that the owners 
of the land all agreed to 
lease their land to Xcel for 
the project. 

Judge Middendorf 
stated that all comments 
submitted during the public 
hearing will be considered, 
as well as any written com-
ments submitted by 4:30 
May 5, 2022. Comments 
may be submitted online 
(https://mn.gov/puc/con-
sumers/public-comments), 
via eDockets (https://
www.edockets.state.mn.us/
EFiling), through email 
(publicadvisor.puc@state.
mn.us), or through U. S. 
Mail Public Advisor – Min-
nesota.

Public hearing held for Xcel solar field project

JUDGE MIDDENDORF and various government and Xcel Energy representatives were on hand at the public hearing. 
(Photo by Katherine Cantin.)

BRYAN OLSON asked several in-
teresting questions of the Xcel Energy 
representatives. (Photo by Katherine 
Cantin.)

FORMER MAYOR LEFTY KLEIS 
spoke against the solar field project. 
(Photo by Katherine Cantin.)
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Apply in person, 1 mile east of Becker, 
137th left, 1/8 mile on left. 612-747-0163    

NOW HIRING!
KASOWSKI GROUP

• FT FARM LABOR
• FT EQUIPMENT OPERATOR • FT FARM MECHANIC

 

 

 
Find meaningful 
employment.  
Build upon  
your skills. 
Create positive 
change.  

Cargill is one of the largest, most diverse and most successful food companies in the world, and our 
purpose is to nourish the world in a safe, responsible and sustainable way. We prioritize our employees’ 

health and well-being, who are essential to the food supply chain. Our broad scale and scope allow you to 
take your career anywhere you’d like; providing you with new opportunities for you to grow, develop and 

make an impact on the future of our business. Choose Cargill and take your opportunity to thrive! 
 

Cargill is an Equal Opportunity Employer, including Disability/Vet. 

Benefits Include: Overtime Potential, Vacation & Holiday Pay, Health 
Insurance, 401(k), Tuition Reimbursement, Life Insurance & Short Term 
Disability, Employee Discounts, and much more! 

Cargill is Now Hiring for Production roles in Monticello and Big Lake! 
 

Apply Online Today! 
 

 

Visit: careers.cargill.com/Monticello-mn  or   careers.cargill.com/Biglake-mn     
 

$3,000 Sign-On Bonus! 
1st Shift Food Handler – $17.25+ /hour 
2nd Shift Food Handler – $19.25+ /hour 

3rd Shift Sanitation – $20.80+ /hour 
Maintenance Tech Multiple Shifts - $28.65 – $30.65+ /hour 

 

                                                

Monticello          Big Lake 
 

Scan the QR 
code with your 
smart device 

to apply! 

Custom agronomy
application, experience
preferred but not required
Able to attain commercial
applicator license
Clean MVR, CDL, or able to
attain

AGRONOMY APPLICATORS

NOW HIRING SEASONAL & FULL-TIME POSITIONS

Cokato
190 Jackson Ave
(320)286-6142

Local deliveries
Must have clean MVR &
CDR pref, not required

AGRONOMY DRIVERS

Skid steer, forklift, &
general yard help

AGRONOMY LABORERS

WANT EXTRA INCOME?
RECENTLY RETIRED? 

JO IN  OUR TEAM!

Little Falls
13146 Haven Rd
(320)632-9310

Santiago
2168 168th Ave
(763)662-2285

St. Martin
111 Main St

(320)548-3245

Watkins
500 4th St N

(320)764-9635

centrasota.com/careers

Call Today! 763.275.0275

NOW
HIRING

Apply at: 24614 US Hwy 71, Belgrade, MN 56312  
Email your resume to hiring@bayerbuilt.com

Bayer Built  
Woodworks, Inc., providing  
quality product and unparalleled service to 900  
dealers throughout the Midwest, is looking to fill the 
following positions:

• Route Drivers

Competitive pay and benefits, a  
positive and clean work environment, 
and opportunities to advance your  
career with a local company that 
continues to grow. 

$10,000  

Sign On Bonus

• OTR Drivers

Olson Hauling, Inc.
HIRING

DUMP TRUCK DRIVER FOR THE 
UPCOMING CONSTRUCTION SEASON

 Qualified candidate should have:
 • Cdl license (class B or greater)
 • Valid health card
 • Experience driving a manual truck
 • Clean driving record for the last 3 years

Paving experience is a plus. Competitive pay based on experience 
and truck mechanical know-how. We are a small family-owned 

business and are looking for the right person to join our company 
and become like family.

All applicants can call/text 320-293-6400, or email: 
olsonhaulinginc@gmail.com to inquire about the job.

NOW HIRING
•• RESTAURANT/

FOOD COURT SUPERVISORS FT & PT 
Flexible Scheduling 

• FOOD COURT MANAGER – FT
Flexible Scheduling 

· SANDWICH & PIZZA CREATORS –  FT/PT
M-F Days - or evenings & weekends

· OVERNIGHT CASHIERS – FT & PT

Days or evenings & weekends

· CATERING ASSISTANTS – PT
Flexible Schedule

Employees enjoy benefits of food, gas, and gift shop discounts. 
We also offer options of medical, dental, company matching 401K, 

and paid time off. Come join a great team!

Candidates can apply in-person or online 
stacis@clearwatertravelplaza.com 
www.clearwatertravelplaza.com

320-558-2261

I-94 & Hwy 24, Clearwater, MN

· BAKERY PRODUCTION – PT & FT

· WEEKEND CUSTODIAN – PT

· DISHWASHERS – FT & PT

NOW HIRING
•• RESTAURANT/

FOOD COURT SUPERVISORS FT & PT 
Flexible Scheduling 

• FOOD COURT MANAGER – FT
Flexible Scheduling 

· SANDWICH & PIZZA CREATORS –  FT/PT
M-F Days - or evenings & weekends

· OVERNIGHT CASHIERS – FT & PT

Days or evenings & weekends

· CATERING ASSISTANTS – PT
Flexible Schedule

Employees enjoy benefits of food, gas, and gift shop discounts. 
We also offer options of medical, dental, company matching 401K, 

and paid time off. Come join a great team!

Candidates can apply in-person or online 
stacis@clearwatertravelplaza.com 
www.clearwatertravelplaza.com

320-558-2261

I-94 & Hwy 24, Clearwater, MN

· BAKERY PRODUCTION – PT & FT

· WEEKEND CUSTODIAN – PT

· DISHWASHERS – FT & PT

• Line Cooks 
• Prep Cooks
• Dishwasher

Starting pay $15/hour with 
the opportunity to start at a 
higher wage with experience. 

Schedules made to your 
availability.

$500 
Signing 
Bonus!*

*$500 sign on bonus paid at 90 days when you are hired on as a 
cook or dishwasher from now through the end of May.

Summer 
Help 

Wanted
Includes weekends 
and holidays. Must 

be 16 or older and be 
able to lift 70+ lbs.

3928 105th 
Ave., Clear Lake
320-743-4421

& Landscape

Apply in person

Looking for seasonal work? 
Something new? A new career?
Here’s your opportunity!  Grand Irrigation, 
Inc. in Clear Lake is the area leader in 
installation and service of agricultural 
irrigation and is currently seeking people for 
multiple positions.  Have you worked with 
Skid Steers, Telehandlers, Backhoes, Boom 
trucks, have the ability to weld or work with 
electrical wiring, work with power tools, or 
are you just interested in learning? We’d 
be happy to train.  Most work is local so you will be home every night with 
less than a few weeks out of town per year.  No need to travel as Company 
vehicles are driven to job sites.  We offer differential pay for seasonal positions 
“with wages starting at $20 per hour”.  For FT positions, Grand Irrigation Inc. 
offers competitive pay, paid Health Coverage, 401K with Company match, paid 
Vacation and Holiday pay. For questions or to apply, contact the office at 
320-743-3000 or reach us on the web at grandirrigation.com.

GRAND IRRIGATION, INC
7551 State Street

Clear Lake, MN 55319 • 320-743-3000
The Leader in Precision Irrigation.

www.valleyirrigation.com

•CDL Drivers - Class A or B •Shop Mechanics
•Flaggers and Laborers
•Equipment Operators
Travel required with multiple days away from home.
Competitive pay with overtime and per diem paid.
•Must pass pre-employment drug screen.
•Must be 18 years or older.
•Must have driver’s license and clean MVR.
•Benefits include Health Insurance, HSA and 401K.

ASTECH is an Equal Opportunity Employer

ASTECH Corp. is Now Accepting Applications
For The Following Positions

ALSO LOOkiNg FOr OwNEr/OPErATOrS

Or apply in person at our office:
8348 Ridgewood Rd, St. Joseph, MN 56374

 320-363-8500

Apply online at
www.Astechmn.com/careers

ACE HEATING & A/C LOOKING FOR SERVICE TECHS WITH 1-2 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE. ARE YOU TIRED OF BEING A NUMBER? COME WORK 

WITH A COMPANY THAT WILL TREAT YOU LIKE FAMILY

Ace Heating And 
Air Conditioning

Apply online: 
https://aceheatingandairinc.

com/employment/

Or call 
763-389-2647

We offer great pay and benefits
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Sports News

Hours and days vary. We are flexible. Some 
computer skills preferred. Will train. 16 years and 

older. Apply in person, ask for John or Kim

13350 1st St., 
Becker, MN

HELP WANTED PT

Becker

FT, PT & On-call Caregivers - All Shifts

Make a difference for 
individuals with 
disabilities as a DSP

Search jobs and apply online at:
sevitahealth.com

Call Rachel for more information: 763-377-2357
SevitaHealth.com

TIME FOR 
A NEW JOB?

• Accounting & Credit Clerk
• Construction Project Mgr
• Admin Asst.
• Service Advisor
• Sous Chef/Cooks
• Welder
• Customer Care/Sales Rep
• Staff Accountant
+  AND MORE!

Now Hiring!

320-251-1038 
expresspros.com/stcloudmn

Check out our 
express jobs 

app today!

Call to
phone 

screen!

click, call, or text 
to learn more!

No Fees! Apply Today!

Our Becker potato farm is hiring two full time positions. We continue 
to seek innovative, leading edge ways to sustainably produce food 
while maintaining our commitment to the communities in which we 
reside and the land on which our company was built. We use state of 
the art technology with a modern fleet of equipment and trucks. Our 
shop and warehouse provide comfortable working conditions during 
the winter months. 

To view the full job descriptions and to apply please visit: 
www.rdoffuttfarms.com/careers or contact: 
careers@rdoffuttfarms.com.

Join our Team!
Team Lead and Warehouse Operations 

Support 1 – Becker, MN 

BECKER PUBLIC SCHOOLS HAS AN IMMEDIATE OPENING

Ability to obtain Special Boiler License by end of probation period.
union position with great benefits!

APPLY ONLINE AT WWW.BECKER.K12.MN.US

CUSTODIAN

Questions?  Contact Rick Kraus, Director of Buildings & Grounds 
at rkraus@isd726.org

M-F, 2:30 P.M. - 11 P.M.

2nd Shift 
Production Openings

Malco Products, SBC, located in Annandale, MN offers you a great employment opportunity without the 
long commute. As the nation’s leading manufacturer of specialty precision hand tools for the HVAC 
industry, Malco is seeking a multi-talented individual to work in our production area. Please check out 
our website for specific production job openings at www.MalcoTools.com

•Assemblers • Machine Tool Operators • Punch Press Operators • Shippers  

The starting pay is $19.29/hour to $21.60/hour. We offer a flexible benefits program where you can pick 
and choose many options in our plan. We are a 100% owned Employee Stock Ownership Plan (ESOP) 
company where all employees are shareholders of company stock. Along with the excellent starting 
wage and benefits program, we have a clean, safe, climate controlled working environment.

To apply, complete the online application or print and complete an application found at malcotools.com 
and mail, fax, email or deliver the application to:

MALCO PRODUCTS, SBC
Attn: Human Resources Manager
14080 State Hwy 55 NW P.O. Box 400 
Annandale, MN 55302-0400
Facsimile: (320) 323-4441   Email: hr@malcotools.com

Work in Central Minnesota’s 
“Heart of the Lakes” area! Proudly 

serving the 
communities of 

Becker, 
Big Lake, 

Clear Lake and 
Clearwater!

We appreciate 
your 

business and 
readership!

Looking to advertise? 
Call 763.275.0275 today!

By Bill Morgan, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

The Becker boys la-
crosse team had their first 
game last Tuesday against 
Big Lake and won 17-3.  

“We had strong per-
formances from our upper-
classmen and had excellent 
contribution from a few of 
our freshmen,” said Head 
Coach Brandon Kent.  

Becker had seven goals 
in the first half, then 12 
goals in the second.

The Bulldogs played 
Monticello last Thursday, 
and lost 14-3. Titus Peters 
led the Magic with five 
goals and one assist on 10 
shots.

Kent has 26 players 
on his roster for this year 
including Harrison Kent, 
Sam Steiskal, Brady John-
son, Titan Hoover, Kaden 
Wilson, Michael Bentley, 
Andrew Lauzer, Ethan 
Duncombe, Max Super, 
Estin Quill, Caden Hart-
kopf, Dillon Lindenau, 
Joshua Miller, Adam Jurek, 
Dylan Kolby, Dru Fitz-
simons, Robert Leaders, 
Noah McDonald, James 
Hartkopf, Collin Lietha, 
Jake Rosenow, Maxwell 
Olson-Burkman, Jeffrey 
Fossum, Kaden Rish, Aus-
tin Koester and Jackson 
Kinzel.

Kent is joined on the 
sidelines by assistants 
Jakob Edling, Dominic 

Esler and Kasey Rice.
“I do enjoy coaching,” 

said Kent. “When I get on 
the field it’s like a sanctu-
ary, everything else disap-
pears - kinda refreshing.  
Time commitment is the 
most challenging, trying to 
juggle work schedule and 
the lacrosse schedule,”

Kent says building re-
lationships and trust with 
his players is the most re-
warding part of the job. He 
tries to pattern his coach-
ing style after some of the 
coaches he’s faced while 
playing sports as a youth.

“I was lucky have some 
very influential coaches in 
high school and college,” 
he said.  “They were an-
imate about winning and 
competing while building 
their players character.”

Though Kent is always 
thinking about getting his 
team to an elite level, he 
knows how important it is 
to take one game at a time 
and build the team as it 
goes.

“We always want to 
compete, but it’s important 
to build quality players who 
trust in each other and be-
lieve in the team,” he says.

Kent awarded the cap-
tain-ship of the team to two 
seniors, Estin Quill and Mi-
chael Bentley, who he says 
are very committed and 
supportive of their team-
mates.

Working with teens 
who have so much energy 
and enthusiasm, who are 
anxious to score goals and 
help carry the team to vic-
tory, can be one of the big-

gest challenges for a coach 
in any sport. Practices con-
sist of getting the youths to 
stay focused and fine tune 
their skill sets.

“Implementing and 
executing defensive, offen-
sive and special teams con-
cepts is most challenging,” 
Kent says.  “We incorporate 
a lot of skill work into prac-
tice but  rely on the players 
to independently work on 
their fundamental skills.”

Monday’s scheduled 
match against Chisago 
Lakes was postponed for 
weather reasons. Thursday, 
the Bulldogs hosted the 
Hornets of Big Lake and 
results will appear in next 
week’s Patriot.

THE 2022 BECKER BOYS LACROSSE TEAM. (In no particular order):  Harrison Kent, Sam Steiskal, Brady Johnson, Titan 
Hoover, Kaden Wilson, Michael Bentley, Andrew Lauzer, Ethan Duncombe, Max Super, Estin Quill, Caden Hartkopf, Dillon 
Lindenau, Joshua Miller, Adam Jurek, Dylan Kolby, Dru Fitzsimons, Robert Leaders, Noah McDonald, James Hartkopf, Collin 
Lietha, Jake Rosenow, Maxwell Olson-Burkman, Jeffrey Fossum, Kaden Rish, Austin Koester and Jackson Kinzel. (Submitted 
Photo).

Boys lacrosse starts season 1-1
By Bill Morgan, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

The Becker Girls la-
crosse team kicked off 
their first two games of the 
season, winning April 19 
against Big Lake and los-
ing to Monticello April 21, 
12-4.  

Becker 10,
Big Lake 7
Despite giving up six 

goals in the first half, the 
Lady Bulldogs buckled 
down and the defense did a 
phenomenal job, allowing 
just one goal in the final 
frame.  

“After we figured some 
things out and got the first 
game jitters out of the way, 
we were able to settle in 
and get into a groove,” said 
Becker Head Coach Anicca 
Lundeen.

Monticello 12,
Becker 4
Monticello proved to 

be a tough opponent as al-
ways.  The Bulldogs lost by 
eight after starting off with 
a goal on their first posses-
sion. Theri excitement and 
positiveness quickly disap-
peared as the Magic seemed 
to be able to score at will 
and put a stop the Becker’s 
offensive firepower.  

“We found ourselves in 
a big hole we had to try to 
dig out of,” said Lundeen.  
“However, our team stayed 
positive and did some really 

good things.  We may not 
have come out with a win, 
but we definitely learned 
from this game.”  

Becker’s player of 
the game was Natasha 
Bertheauime.  

“Tasha stepped up at 
the beginning of the sea-
son to be our goalie,” said 
Lundeen.  “She has been 
working with Dwight (Lun-
deen) every day and is very 
talented.” 

JV is off to a good start 
winning over the Hornets 
8-1 and the Magic 4-2.  

“We have a lot of 
young talent and this will 
be a fun team to watch grow 
and get better as the season 
goes on,” said Anicca.

The Bulldogs named 
Jessica Duncombe as their 
player of the game.  Jess 
came in as goalie for half 
of the JV game after never 
playing goalkeeper before.

“She is an amazing 
teammate for even being 
willing to try,” said Anicca.

Up Next
Due to the irregular 

spring season weather,  the 
season will start getting 
really busy for Lundeen’s 
squad with very little prac-
tice time as their calendar is 
filled with games.  

The girls traveled to 
Big Lake Friday (April 
29) and to Rocori Monday 
(May 2).

Bulldog girls 
lacrosse goes 1-1

By Ken Francis,
Contributing Writer

The Big Lake baseball 
team won its first game of 
the season, 9-5 over Becker 
at home last Thursday.

The visiting Bulldogs 
got on the board first with 
a run off Big Lake starter 
Isaiah Terlinden in the top 
of the second inning.

The Hornets took the 
lead with three runs in the 
home second.

Becker tied the game, 
scoring two runs in the 
third. But Big Lake went 
ahead to stay with three 
more runs in the fourth for a 
6-3 lead. They added a run 
in the fifth and two more in 
the sixth.

Becker got a run back 
in the fifth and scored their 
final run in the seventh off 
Hornet reliever Dylan Ro-
beck.

The Hornets had nine 
hits in the game. Terlinden 
and Kaden Haselius each 

had two. Keenan Hjerms-
tad, Conner Stukenholtz, 
Nolan Reiter, Conner Stern 
and  Collin Skaug each had 
a hit. The Hornets also drew 
10 walks 
and had 
16 stolen 
bases.

Terlin-
den got the 
win. He al-
lowed four 
earned runs 
on six hits 
and seven 
walks in 
six innings. 
R o b e c k 
pitched one 
inning, al-
lowing an 
earned run 
on two hits 
and a walk.

Tuesday, the Hornets 
lost to Cambridge-Isanti, 
6-2.

Defensive woes were a 
big part of the loss. Starting 
pitcher Hjermstad allowed 

three hits and three walks 
in 2.1 innings. But only 
two of the five runts he was 
charged with were earned.

The Hornets managed 
just three hits 
in the game. 
Stukenhol tz 
and Haselius 
each had a 
double and 
scored a run. 
Dylan Ro-
beck singled 
and had Big 
Lake’s only 
RBI. Nolan 
Reiter reached 
base twice 
the hard way, 
getting hit by 
a pitch twice. 
He also stole 
two bases.

The Bluejackets had 
one big inning - the third, 
scoring four runs. Hjerm-
stad was relieved in that 
inning by Haselius, who al-
lowed one earned run, three 
walks and no hits in 2.2 in-

nings. Blake Rondo pitched 
a scoreless sixth.

Big Lake fell to Monti-
cello last Tuesday, 2-0. The 
Hornets managed just two 
hits in the game. Dylan Ro-
beck and Blake Rondo both 
singled. Big Lake’s only 
other batter to reach base 
was Isaiah Terlinden, who 
drew a walk.

Monticello scored both 
runs in the fourth inning off 
Big Lake pitcher Keenan 
Hjermstad. He pitched well 
but took the loss. He al-
lowed two earned runs on 
nine hits. He struck out five 
and didn’t issue a walk.

The Hornets are 1-3 
on the season. They have a 
busy schedule ahead. They 
were scheduled to play a 
doubleheader at Prince-
ton Thursday and an away 
game at Zimmerman Fri-
day. They host Sauk Rapids 
4 p.m. Monday.

Hornet baseball gets a win

YOUNG HUNTER GOES THREE FOR THREE. Kenlie McDonald struck again 
when she recently bagged her third turkey in her three years of turkey hunting. 
She is the 12 year old daughter of Josh and Amy McDonald of rural Clear Lake. 
Kenlie has enjoyed many hunts in her 12 years. She has accompanied her dad on 
duck and goose hunts for many for years, starting at age four. Kenlie also got her 
first buck while hunting with her dad this year, as well. (Submitted photo.)



Patriot, Saturday, April 30, 2022 • Page 9

Quality Building Supplies 
at Affordable Prices

Since 1975

BOOK YOUR ORDER!

Call for a FREE estimate
117th Ave., Milaca

(north end of Milaca off Central Ave)

BUILDING
$PECIAL$

320-983-6304 • 1-800-818-1846

LATCHAM-LIND LUMBER &
POST FRAME BUILDINGS

Sports/Area News

Area Chamber News
Membership Meeting

May 18 - Noon
Location TBD

Business After Hours
May 19 - 5 pm

Location Pending

Legislative Update
May 31 - 11:30 am
Location Pending

Amity Felton
763-262-2420

Chamber@BeckerChamber.org

Gloria Vande Brake
763-263-7800

Info@BigLakeChamber.com

Glenna Soenneker
320-267-4361

GSoenneker@GMail.com

Annual CVBC Expo
Sun., May 1, 10 am - 1pm @ 

Clearwater Legion 

If you would like more information on any of these events or if you would like 
to become a member of these organizations please reach out to them:

Support Your 
Local Businesses!

Keller Lake Commons in Big Lake, now an Assisted Living Community 
offering full apartments ranging from 644 to 956 square feet. Cable is 

included in rents for private pay and GRH renters. Accepting EW and CADI. 
For more information please contact Nicole Gilder, Housing Director at 

763-263-2363 or check us out online at www.kellerlakecommons.com

Enlist Soybeans Preseason 
Twine 

Pricing

RR Seed Corn

Alfalfa, Hay & 
Grass Seed, 
Seed Oats

GT SoybeansSeed Corn

$194.00 bag

$129.00 bag $38.90 bag

$50.75 bag

Offer Ends April 30, 2022

order your chicks 
here for best pricing!

Norland® Alfalfa

LOCATED EAST OF ST. CLOUD ON HWY. 23
3355 QUAIL ROAD NE  SAUK RAPIDS, MN 56379

320-252-1682  
TOLL FREE 888-276-3889

WWW.MIMBACHFLEET.COM

We’ve Got the

SEED You NEED 
at Mimbach Fleet Supply

$154.9950 LB BAG

Horse Pasture Mix

$99.99 25 LB BAG

Hay & Pasture Mix

$189.99 50 LB BAG

We will also have a variety of 
oats & small grains. Call for 

pricing & availability.

Bar

Tuesday Nights 6:30
$500 in 54 Numbers

Proceeds for St. Lawrence Church
10915 Duelm Rd NE, Foley

License #01080

11025 Duelm
Road NE,

Foley, MN

We have ETABS

DENNIS BLOOM 
612-323-5313  or  batfreemn@yahoo.com

• BAT PROOFING • ATTIC RESTORATION

ON THE WEB AT: WWW.BATFREE.NET

DENNIS BLOOM
218-790-8941 or batfreemn@yahoo.com

By Mark Kolbinger,
Contributing Writer

Another week, another 
string of victories for the 
Becker boys tennis team, 
as the Bulldogs picked up 
a number of victories over 
some impressive opponents 
to remain undefeated.

3-0 Saturday
Last Saturday, the team 

played host to three teams and 
came away with a perfect 3-0 
record on the day.

“Saturday was a great 
day of tennis for our team,” 
Head Coach Hokan Bengt-
son said. “We played three 
quality opponents and had a 
chance to see the growth we 
have made over the past three 
weeks.”

In the opening round, 
Becker picked up a 6-1 win 
over Minnewaska Area, 
which included Zach Bengt-
son’s upset of the #3 Class A 
state ranked player Tate Re-
ichmann.

“Round one we got off 
to a slow start at many of the 
positions versus Minnewaska 
Area,” Bengtson said.  “The 
highlight of the match was 
Zach upsetting the #3 ranked 
player in class A.”

Bengtson lost the first set 
0-6, but came back with 7-5 
and 10-8 victories to claim the 
win at the #1 singles match.

Ryan Bengtson won 
the #2 singles match in stel-
lar fashion, (6-4, 6-0), while 
Troy Nuest finished up the 
singles wins with a 6-2, 6-4 
win at #4.

In the doubles, it was a 
clean sweep for Becker, as 
Luke Bordson - Eli Scheide-
man won the opener (6-4 
6-2), while the #2 team of 
Nick Gruber - Sawyer Brown 
won 6-2, 6-0.  Erik Baker and 
Landen Goebel combined to 
win the #3 match, 7-5, 6-4.

In the second match of 
the day, Becker took on Elk 
River and again came away 
with the win, this time by a 
score of 5-2.

“In round two we played 
some of our best tennis to 
date this season, as we had 
big wins at all three doubles 
positions and really competed 
well at three of the four singles 
spots,” Bengtson said.  “Elk 
River came into the match 
today 9-4  on the season and 
has a consistently good tennis 
team. Our guys really started 
to show some of the things 
we have been working on in 
practice - finishing points and 
choosing the correct shot for 
each situation.”

Landon Peterson (6-0, 
6-1 at #3) and Troy Nuest 
(6-0, 6-2 at #4) both had 
wins in the singles matches, 
while the teams of Bord-
son-Scheideman (7-5,5-7, 
10-8), Gruber-Brown (6-3, 
6-3) and Baker-Max Haugen 
(6-0, 7-5) each had wins.

In the final match of the 
day, Becker faced perennial 
power Brainerd and picked 
up the win in a rain-shortened 
affair, 4-1.

“We played Brainerd a 
couple weeks ago, but they 
were missing their #2 singles 
player. Today we saw their 
full squad and we played well 
all over the courts,” Bengtson 
said. “We had great wins by 

Ryan, Landon, and the #1 and 
#2 Doubles teams.”  

The #1 Singles and #3 
Doubles teams were not able 
to finish because of rain, so 
the final score was 4-1.

Becker singles win-
ning matches included Ryan 
Bengtson 6-1, 6-1, and 
Landon Peterson 6-4, 6-3.

Doubles teams winning 
their matches were Bord-
son-Scheideman and Gru-
ber-Brown.

Anoka
Monday, Becker was 

dominant in a win over the 
Anoka Tornadoes, 7-0.  

“Anoka graduated eight 
seniors from last years team 
and it showed, they were 

young and inexperienced,” 
Bengtson said. “We had some 
new guys playing #3 Doubles 
today and it was a great learn-
ing experience for them.”

Singles results: Z Bengt-
son, 6-0, 6-0; R Bengtson, 
6-3, 6-0; Peterson, 6-3, 6-0; 
and Nuest, 6-0, 6-1.  Doubles 
results: Bordson-Scheide-
man, 6-0, 6-0; Gruber-Brown, 
6-1, 6-2; Erik Baker-Adler 
Herdina, 7-6, 3-7, 6-3.

The win pushed the Bull-
dogs to a perfect 10-0 on the 
season and it also brought 
some statewide recognition, 
as Becker was listed just out-
side the top ten in the state 
Class AA rankings. For ten-
nis, the Bulldogs compete in 
the highest class against huge 
metro schools such as Edina, 
Wayzata and Maple Grove.

C-I
Tuesday night, Becker 

hosted Cambridge-Isanti and 
cruised to the win, 7-0.

“This was a good test 
for our guys versus a con-
ference opponent that has a 
young team,” Bengtson said. 
“We came out ready to play 
and stayed focused through-
out the match. We had many 
good points and competitive 
games especially in singles.”

Zach Bengtson again 
rolled at the #1 singles spot, 
winning both sets 6-1, fol-
lowed by Ryan Bengtson at 
the #2 spot who also won in 
straight sets, 6-3, 6-3.

Landon Peterson picked 
up the win at #3 (6-2, 6-3), 
followed by Troy Nuest with 
a 6-1, 6-3 win at the #4 spot.

In doubles play, both 
of the Bulldogs tops teams 
blanked their opponents in 
straight sets, 6-0. Bordson/
Scheideman and Gruber/
Brown were perfect in their 
matches. Erik Baker and 
Landen Goebel teamed up 
for the 6-0, 6-2 win in the #3 
doubles spot.

With the win, the Bull-
dogs sit at 11-0 on the season 
heading into yesterday’s (Fri-
day’s) match against Duluth 
East, which Bengtson calls 
his team’s “toughest test” so 
far this season.

SAWYER BROWN gets ready to return a volley in the Bulldogs’ win over the 
Bluejackets. (Submitted photo.)

Bulldog tennis continues to roll

THE BECKER TENNIS CAPTAINS continue to show excellent leadership for the 
team, as the victories continue to pile up.  Pictured are Eli Scheideman, Luke Bord-
son and Ryan Bengtson. (Submitted photo.)

By Mark Kolbinger,
Contributing Writer

Head Coach Josh Ihrke 
and the Becker Bulldog 
boys basketball team re-
cently held their end of 
the year awards banquet, 
where the team’s accom-
plishments from the 2021-
22 season were celebrated.

The program enjoyed 
a strong season, finishing 
17-11 overall, runners-up in 
Section 5AAA and in third 
place in the M8 Confer-
ence.  It was the team’s first 
appearance in the Section 
Finals since 2001.

Ihrke presented letter 
awards to nine players who 
earned enough playing time 
to qualify: Nick Berglund, 
Carter Callahan, Hayden 
Harmoning, Tristan Pick-
wall, Julias Hendricks, Eric 
Seavert, Ryan Bengtson, 

Brady Paumen and Alex 
Weiss.

As a team, the Bull-
dogs sported a 3.59 GPA 
(M8 Gold Award) and as 
a result, several academic 
awards were presented to 
individuals. Earning aca-

demic all-conference status 
were: Callahan, Pickwall, 
Seavert, Paumen, Weiss 
and Hendricks. Weiss, with 
a 4.0 GPA, was honored as 
the team’s Scholar Athlete.

Seavert and Paumen 
earned All-Conference 

awards from the M8 Con-
ference, while teammates 
Weiss, Harmoning and 
Hendricks were presented 
honorable mention awards.

In announcing the sta-
tistics from the season, 
Ihrke noted top scorer 
Seavert (483 points), top 
rebounder Paumen (243 re-
bounds) and top field goal 
percentage shooter Calla-
han (66%). Paumen also 
had the most blocks on the 
team with 49, while Ber-
glund nabbed 36 steals to 
lead the team.  In the assists 
category, Seavert (114) 
and Harmoning (106) both 
reached triple digits.

Team awards included: 
Callahan as the Best Team-
mate and Most Improved, 
Paumen as Most Dedicated, 
Weiss as Defensive MVP 
and Seavert as Team MVP.

THE CAPTAINS OF THE BECKER BULLDOGS BOYS BASKETBALL TEAM were hon-
ored at last week’s banquet.  Pictured are: Carter Callahan, Brady Paumen, Eric 
Seavert and Alex Weiss. (Submitted photo.)

Bulldogs boys hoops 
holds banquet

Submitted article

(Editor’s Note: The fol-
lowing article was submitted 
by the Minnesota DNR.)

The weather so far in 
April has been anything but 
consistent and the same can 
be said for the ice-out status 
of Minnesota’s waterways. 
However, as people’s focus 
turns to open water, the 
Minnesota Department of 
Resources reminds boaters 
and paddlers that cold water 
is dangerous and unexpected 
falls can turn tragic quickly.

Each year, about 30% 
of fatal boating accidents 

happen during the cold-wa-
ter period. In many instances, 
the victims weren’t wearing 
a life jacket. Wearing a life 
jacket – not just having one 
somewhere on the boat – is 
the most effective way to 
survive a fall into cold water.

“For many of us, our 
most cherished memories 
revolve around time spent 
on the water,” said Lt. Adam 
Block, boating law adminis-
trator for the DNR Enforce-
ment Division. “But the 
water can be cruel and un-
forgiving, and failing to take 
the proper precautions before 
heading onto it can have di-

sastrous consequences.”
As boaters and paddlers 

take their first trips of the 
year onto the water, they 
should:

• Ensure their boat is 
registered and equipped with 
proper safety equipment, and 
that all pieces are functioning 
properly;

• Wear a life jacket (a 
foam life jacket is more ef-
fective than an inflatable life 
jacket during the cold-water 
season);

• Distribute weight 
evenly and abide by manu-
facturer’s weight limits to re-
duce the likelihood of falling 

overboard;
• Have a means of com-

munication (boaters also 
should let other people know 
where they’re going and 
when they plan to return);

• Watch the weather 
to avoid shifting winds or 
storms.

For more information 
about staying safe on or 
around cold water, visit the 
cold water dangers page of 
the DNR website (MNDNR.
gov/Safety/BoatWater/
Cold-Water.html).

Safety mindset essential around cold water



Page 10 • Patriot, Saturday, April 30, 2022

Sports/Area News
Auctions

BlackDiamondAuctions.com
Col. Frank Imholte  C.A.I. Lic #73-05-003

(320) 241-1200

BLACK DIAMOND DOUBLE ESTATE AUCTION

Saturday, May 7, 2022 – 9:00 a.m. 
Located at 21018 Franklin Road,  Clearwater, MN (One mile east of Hwy. 24 on Co. Rd. 75 to Franklin Road)

Auctioneer’s Note: This will be a great auction with guns, tools and lots of fun. Bring a friend as we will be selling in two 
rings much of the day. Tools at 9am, coins at 10am, household at 11am and guns & ammo at noon. Please join us. 

– Col Frank Imholte, Lic. 73-05-003
- Col. Keith Sharer, Lic. 73-05-002
- Col. Joseph Imholte, Lic. 73-05-032
- Col. Michael Imholte, Lic. 73-05

GUNS & SPORTING GOODS - National Security 24-Gun Safe - Browning 10 GA pump shotgun BPS 10 ga 3-1/2: field model - 
Browning 12 GA pump shotgun 2-3/4” and 3” field model - Browning 12 GA O/U shotgun Citori 26” INV-Plus...& lots more! 
YARD & GARAGE ITEMS - Cub Cadet RZT Zero-turn lawn mower - 3500 watt 6.5 hp gas generator - MTD front tine garden tiller 
- Honda Power Washer...& lots more! HOUSEHOLD ITEMS - Maytag Centennial Washer - Kenmore Electric Dryer - (2) Maytag 
Wringer Washers - Side-by-side frdige/freezer...& lots more! WOODWORKING, TOOLS & LATHES - Craftsman metal lathe with 
36” bed, 6” swing and tools - Shopsmith Mark V unit - Shopsmith Power Station - Shopsmith 2000 table saw and Excalibur 
rail...& lots more! COLLECTIBLE & MISC. ITEMS - Coin collection (Approx. 100 lots of pennies, nicels, dimes, quarters, half’s 
and dollaars in rolls -SOLD IN 2ND RING AT 10AM) - Blackface Minstrel Marionette, Rocketship Coin Bank...& lots more!

By Mark Kolbinger,
Contributing Writer

Tuesday night was a 
seasonal milestone for the 
Becker boys track team, as 
they were finally able to par-
ticipate in an outdoor meet as 
they traveled to Monticello 
for an invitational.

“We finally got an out-
door track meet in,” Coach 
Paul Schmidt said.  “It was a 
chilly meet, but one the team 
was happy to compete in.”

Becker was the small-
est school in the meet, but 
Schmidt was happy with his 

team’s overall performance.
“We competed very well 

and finished with 74 points as 
a team,” Schmidt added.

Alexandria won the 
meet with 161 points fol-
lowed by Monticello with 
123.5.  Osseo snagged third 
place with a score of 94.5, 
followed by a close group-
ing, including the Bulldogs. 
St. Cloud Tech, Rogers and 
Becker finished with 78.5, 75, 
and 74 points, respectively. 
In seventh place was North 
Branch and St. Cloud Apollo 
finished in eighth.

The Bulldogs were led 

individually by some out-
standing performances, as 
Tyson Ricker and Owen An-
gell paced the Becker squad 
with two wins each.  Ricker 
won the 1600 meters with a 
personal best time of 4:28.48 
and then ran a great race in 
the 3200 to win with a per-
sonal best time of 9:48.87. 
Angell had personal best per-
formances in his two wins as 
well, winning both the 300 
intermediate hurdles (42.91) 
and the pole vault with a vault 
(12’8”).  

“Angell also added a 
110 meter hurdle fourth place 

finish with a time of 17.3 sec-
onds,” Schmidt said.   “Car-
ter Leither had a really good 
night, running a personal 
best in the 400 with a time 
of 52.95 where he took third 
place and then also finished 
fifth in the 200 with a time of 
24.05.”

Schmidt also credited 
Logan Eisele, who finished 
sixth in the 100 meter dash 
with a time of 11.79.

“It was a very tight race 
which saw only seven hun-
dredths of a second separate 
third to sixth place,” Schmidt 
said. “Brody Stommes added 

a personal best pole vault with 
a 9’ 0” jump that landed him a 
fourth place finish.”

Another top finish in-
cluded Parker Spindler, 
who ran a personal best in 
the  1600 with a sixth place 
time of 4:56.28  

The 4x800 relay team of 
Alex Kinney, Mason Becker, 
Caleb Reckelberg, and Parker 
Spindler finished  with a 
fourth place finish, while the 
4x200 relay team of Leither, 
Eisele, Quintrell Robinson, 
and Mitchell Soltau finished 
in fifth place and a time of 
1:40.16.

“Overall I was very 
proud of how we competed,” 
Schmidt said.  “It was a great 
night for the Bulldogs.”

Becker was next sched-
uled for a Thursday trip to 
Pillager.

Addition
In the spring sports pre-

view story about the Bull-
dogs, two returning letter 
winners were inadvertently 
omitted from the article. Both 
Alex Kinney and Ben Howe 
return to this season’s team 
after winning letters a year 
ago.

Bulldog  boys track team relishes first outdoor meet

By Bill Morgan, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

The Becker girls track 
& field team hosted a home 
conference quad on Tuesday. 
Due to weather conditions, 
the meet was moved indoors.  

The Becker girls had a 
very good meet and won with 
100 points followed by Chis-
ago Lakes 60, Princeton 31.5 
and Big Lake 26.5.

“We had many personal 
best marks and the three re-
lays that competed had sea-
son best times,” said Head 
Coach Trish Kealy. 

In the field events, Paige 
Maunu won both the shot put 
( PR 31’6 1/4”) and the long 
jump (15 5 1/2”). She contin-
ued her impressive competi-
tion by earning second in the 

55M (8.01) and third in the 
200M (29.54).

Also capturing first place 
in a field event was Lauren 

Woelfel, with a PR vault of  
9’ in the pole vault. She came 
in fourth in the triple jump 
(30’5”).

Lexi Rose took second in 
the high jump at 4’6”, another 
PR.

Becker’s track events 
started off with an exciting 
4x800 relay that saw the team 
take first place in a season 
best time of 10:26.80. Team 
members were Lexi Rose, 
Abby Atwood, Alea Briggs 
and Ella McDonald.

In the 55M hurdles, five 
of Becker’s girls earned PR 
times. Sarah Woelfel won the 
event in 9.45 (PR) and Regan 
Hausmann PR’d for third 
in 10.08.  Also running well 
were Raelee Lyon (PR 10.45) 
Lauren Woelfel (10.47), 
Avery Boyer (PR 10.75) and 
Reese Hausman (PR 10.95).

In addition to Paige’s 
second place in the 55, the 
Bulldogs also had Leon Mor-

ris placing fifth (8.26).
Becker’s 4x200 relay 

team of Sarah Woelfel, Kai-
ley Thompson, Reese Haus-
mann and Regan Hausmann 
won that event in a season 
best time of 1:57.39.

Ella McDonald ran a 
PR time of 5:43.26 enroute 
to winning the 1600.  Ol-
ivia Babler placed fourth 
(6:03,24) and Natalie Trenz 
was fifth (PR 6:25.69).

Abby Atwood won the 
400 in 66.13 for a season best 
while Alea Briggs placed sec-
ond in a season best of 67.34.  
Kylee Morton ran a PR time 
of 71.02 for fourth place.

The Bulldogs took three 
places in the 800 with Lexi 
Rose in first with a season 
best time of 2:39.16, Katelyn 
Brower was third in a season 

best 2:45.60 and Meghan 
Swanson fourth with a PR of 
2:45.88.

Becker’s 200M run-
ners placed third  with Paige 
Maunu-29.45, fourth Regan 
Hausmann 29.70, fifth Abby 
Atwood, 29.77 and sixth with 
Sarah Woelfel 30.06.

The Bulldogs finished 
out the meet with Becker 
taking first in a competitive 
4x400 relay. The foursome’s 
time was 4:29.78 to the team 
from Chisago Lakes 4:30.22. 
Becker’s runners were Kailey 
Thompson, Lexi Rose, Ella 
McDonald and Alea Briggs.

Becker’s next meet is 
an invitational scheduled for 
Tuesday at Monticello and 
then Thursday at Pillager for 
an invitational. 

LEXI ROSE (L) was part of the 4x800 relay team that captured first place in a 
conference quad in the fieldhouse Tuesday. (Submitted Photo).

Bulldog girl runners take home meet

Submitted article

(Editor’s Note: The fol-
lowing article was submit-
ted by Sherburne County.)

April is national Child 
Abuse Prevention (CAP) 
Month. In Minnesota, Fam-
ilyWise Services is the lead 
agency for child abuse pre-
vention and the home of 
Prevent Child Abuse Min-
nesota following its 2020 
merger with Minnesota 
Communities Caring for 
Children (MCCC). Family-
Wise shares resources with 
partners, expands access to 
services, and balance con-
ditions for positive child-
hood experiences to enrich 
every community and sup-
port parents and caregivers.

Each year during April, 
FamilyWise recognizes its 
partners across the state 
who support child and 
family wellbeing with its 
Pinwheels for Prevention 
award. These partners pro-
vide services to families, 
create spaces to develop 
community connections, 
and raise awareness about 
the importance of support-
ing families and children.

STIR is being recog-
nized for multiple cam-
paigns and resources to 
promote healing, inspire 
resilience, share social con-
nections, and celebrate the 
whole person through mind, 
body, and spirit throughout 
Sherburne County.

“STIR is delighted 
that our social media cam-
paigns and website (www.
STIRMN.org), which are 

designed to promote resil-
ience in our community, 
are being recognized at the 
statewide level for helping 
to strengthen Sherburne 
County families,” said 
Victoria Johannes, Social 
Services Supervisor at 
Sherburne County Health 
and Human Services. “We 
hope the Pinwheels for 
Prevention award helps en-
courage community mem-
bers to seek out our website 
and Facebook page to see 
more of what we are all 
about!”

“FamilyWise is dedi-
cated to supporting parents 
and caregivers in building 
thriving families and creat-
ingfertile environments for 
healthy childhoods through 
parent education, wrap-
around services and early 
childhood education,” said 
Ann Gaasch, FamilyWise 
Services Executive Direc-
tor. “This collaborative 
work with our statewide 
network has always been 
essential to family and 
community health, but over 
past three years families 
have experienced new and 
acute stresses due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, un-
certainty related to school 
and employment sched-
ules, and the realities of 
social and economic injus-
tice. The Pinwheel for Pre-
vention awards honor the 
work these organizations 
do for families in our com-
munities.”

Award Winners:
• Kandiyohi-Renville 

ACES Coalition – for cre-

ating awareness of adverse 
childhood events (ACES) 
by distributing 15,000 
House of Hope calendars 
through elementary and 
middle schools, churches, 
food shelves, early child-
hood and family education 
organizations, jails, public 
health services, restorative 
justice organizations. 

• Olmsted County 
Child and Family Services 
with Families First of Min-
nesota Crisis Nursery – for 
working together to ensure 
that there are supports and 
services in place for chil-
dren and their families, year 
after year. 

• Junior League of 
Duluth – for hosting a 
day-long, virtual summit, 
Building a Community of 
Resilience, to shed light on 
the impacts and best prac-
tices for supporting people 
who have experienced de-
velopmental, generational, 
and complex trauma. 

• STIR of Sherburne 
County – for multiple cam-
paigns and resources to 
promote healing, inspire 
resilience, share social con-
nections, and celebrate the 
whole person through mind, 
body, and spirit throughout 
Sherburne County.

• HOPE 4 Youth – for 
recognizing a need in their 
service area to support 
young parents who are 
struggling with homeless-
ness and fighting for the 
chance to see their children 
thrive. 

• American Indian 
Resource and Resiliency 

Team, University of Min-
nesota Extension – for 
creating and delivering 
culturally adapted holistic 
health education within a 
system of existing relation-
ships with Tribal partners 
and community members to 
increase community capac-
ity in addressing the opioid 
crisis. 

• Center for Prevention, 
Blue Cross and Blue Shield 
Minnesota – for developing 
multi-year funding initia-
tive for the Health POWER 
Project to strengthen lead-
ership development, invest 
in community-led solu-
tions, and create collabo-
rations to support positive 
changes in the Center’s 
goal of advancing health 
equity in commercial to-
bacco control, healthy eat-
ing, and physical activity.

• Restoring Lives 
Community Church – for 
ministering to the whole 
person by providing tran-
sitional housing for women 
after completing treatment 
and for serving families 
through classes, meals and 
free laundry nights in Zim-
merman, Minnesota.

• Department of 
Human Services, Chil-
dren’s Mental Health & 
Family Services Collabora-
tives - for their support and 
technical assistance to the 
90 Collaboratives across 
the state of Minnesota. 

• Peacemaker Re-
sources – for embodying 
the self-healing communi-
ties model approach, and 
walking the walk of ex-

panded leadership and a 
community-driven deci-
sion-making, as a method 
of working towards more 
trauma-responsive individ-
uals and systems.

• United Way of Bem-
idji – for coordinating and 
hosting the call center for 
the December 2021 Radio-
thon to End Child Abuse 
to allow for safe social 
distancing, and facilitated 
the Radiothon auction, all 
while leading other local 
fundraising efforts at the 
same time. 

• Hubbard Radio – Al-
exandria - for promoting 
the issue of child abuse 
prevention during the Al-
exandria Radiothon to End 
Child Abuse. 

• Crow Wing County 
Child Protection Team and 
Hubbard Radio – Brainerd 
- for taking the lead on the 
annual Brainerd Radiothon 
to End Child Abuse, part-
nering to make a difference 
for children and families in 
Crow Wing County, and 
engaging the community’s 
support through their dedi-
cation and creativity.

• Transforming Sys-
tems Together, Ramsey 
County – for taking the 
first step in reconciling 
past practices and systems 
that have created or caused 
harm to families and com-
munities. 

• Anoka County, Com-
munity Conversations – for 
using feedback gathered 
from the community as the 
catalyst for their Commu-
nity Resilience Plan which 

will be eligible for funding 
to support initiating and 
implementing a project to 
strengthen community re-
silience, in efforts of cre-
ating more Self-Healing 
Communities throughout 
the State of MN.

About Child Abuse 
Prevention Month
The nationwide theme 

for 2022 is “Growing Bet-
ter, Together.” Positive 
childhood experiences in 
nurturing environments 
provide fertile ground for 
physical and mental health, 
learning, and social skills to 
flourish.

About FamilyWise 
Services
FamilyWise has been 

keeping children safe and 
helping families lead sta-
ble, healthy, and productive 
lives since 1976. We edu-
cate, empower, and enrich 
families who are struggling 
with poverty, substance 
abuse, mental health is-
sues, homelessness, and 
domestic violence. In 
2020, FamilyWise merged 
with Minnesota Commu-
nities Caring for Children 
(MCCC) and became the 
Minnesota chapter of Pre-
vent Child Abuse America 
and the National Circle of 
Parents.

FamilyWise Services Recognizes STIR

Hey 

Big Lakers!
Do you have any vintage photos, buttons, cups, mugs, shirts, hats or memorabilia 
from past Spud Fest Days? Any memories you’d like to see in print?

As you know, the Big Lake Spud Fest event is celebrating their 50th year this 
summer and we at the Patriot are putting together a special tab guide that will 
feature this year’s events, memories from the past, photos, coupons and lots of 
great surprises for all our readers!

We are asking for your help! If you have anything worthy of being put into the 
guide (see above), let us know! We’d love to feature your treasures, stories or 
photos in this special guide.

Call us at 763-275-0275 or email production@patriotnewsmn.com. With your 
help, we can make this 50th Anniversary issue a treasure itself!
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Store Hours:
Mon-Fri - 10 am to 6 pm
Sat - 10 am to 4 pm, Sun closed

• New & Off-lease PCs and laptops
• On-site tech support (business or home)
• Computer & laptop repair (PC & Mac)
• Data Recovery
• Upgrades & Virus Removal
• Computer Tune-ups

Sales • Service • Support

320.654.9703
We Create Solutions!

2946 West Division Stree • Behind

Proudly 
serving the 

communities of 
Becker, 

Big Lake, 
Clear Lake and 

Clearwater!
We appreciate 

your 
business and 
readership!

Sports/Area News
KEEP YOUR FAMILY SAFE

1.5-Ton A/C and 80% 
60,000 BTU Furnace

Starting 
at

$5,999
Financing available

Ace Heating And 
Air Conditioning

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

Call 763.389.2647
www.AceHeatingAndAirInc.comGET A NEW 

FURNACE!
• • •• • • • • • • • • • • 24 hour service • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

Be a Patriot Page 
Sponsor! Call 

763.275.0275 to 
secure your ad

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Appreciative of our 
local newspaper! 

We proudly support 
our communities

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Mon. - Thu., 9am-5pm; Fri. 9am-1pm

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Call us for 
your business 

insurance needs.

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Mon. - Thu., 9am-5pm; Fri. 9am-1pm

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Bundled options 
available, call today 

for your quote.

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Mon. - Thu., 9am-5pm; Fri. 9am-1pm

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Life insurance, make 
sure you have the 
right protection.

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Mon. - Thu., 9am-5pm; Fri. 9am-1pm

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Do you own a boat, 
ATV, motorcycle or 
RV? Call today for a 

free quote.

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Mon. - Thu., 9am-5pm; Fri. 9am-1pm

PROUD SPONSOR
OF THE 

NEWSPAPER,
EVENTS, ACTIVITIES

AND BUSINESSES
IN OUR LOCAL

COMMUNITIES!

763-262-5850
tjpottertrucking.com

Grateful for our 
community newspaper 

and all the events 
covered in our 

surrounding areas!

612.298.3608
Sarawaytashek 

@edinarealty.com

Good Luck Athletes!

$7,500
$11,000

$14,000
$18,000

By Bill Morgan, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

The Becker Bulldog 
baseball team continued 
their winning ways as they 
knocked off the St. Fran-
cis Saints Tuesday night at 
home, 6-2.

This, following a dis-
appointing 10-5 loss to Big 

Lake on the road last week.
Tuesday, middle in-

fielders Nolan Murphy and 
Owen Kolbinger combined 
for five hits, two RBIs, and 
two runs scored at the plate.

By splitting the two 
games, the Bulldogs re-
mained atop the conference 
with a 5-1 record head-
ing into Thursday’s game 
against Chisago Lakes.

Bulldogs improve to 5-1

By Bill Morgan, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

Following are spring 
sports capsules for Big 
Lake High School.

Lacrosse
The Hornet boys team 

dropped their first two 
matches of the season, 19-3 
to Becker on April 19 and 
21-1 to Monticello, April 
25. They suffered another 
loss, 10-8, at the hands of 
Rocori Tuesday.

Softball
The Hornet girls soft-

ball team pulled out a big 
win in extra innings last 
Thursday over the Becker 
Bulldogs.

They continued their 
fine play with a 2-1 vic-
tory over Cambridge-Isanti 
Tuesday.

Boys Tennis
The Hornet boys ten-

nis team lost to St. Francis 
Tuesday, 6-1.

Boys Golf
The Hornet boys golf 

team took third place at the 
North Branch Invitational 
Tuesday.

Hornet sports capsules

By Mark Kolbinger,
Contributing Writer

It’s the close games that 
continue to foil the Becker 
Bulldog softball team, as they 
dropped to 0-5 on the season 
with another pair of close 
losses.

“Four of the losses com-
ing by a combined five runs,” 
was how coach Jason Baune 
summed up the first weeks of 
his season. “We have a cou-
ple busy weeks ahead as we 
try to turn the season around.”

The Bulldogs will have 
plenty of chances to get 
things on track, as they hosted 
their annual tournament today 
(Saturday) and then play four 
games in five days this com-
ing week.

Hornets
Last Thursday, the Bull-

dogs traveled to Big Lake and 

lost the game 2-1 in extra in-
nings.

“The game was a pitch-
er’s battle as both offenses 
struggled to put much to-
gether early on,” Baune said. 
“Neither team sent more than 
four batters to the plate in any 
of the first five innings.”

The Hornets finally 
changed that in the bottom 
of the sixth as the leadoff 
batter bunted and reached 
on an error that also allowed 
her to move to second base. 
The next batter also bunted 
and another Bulldog error 
allowed a run to score.  That 
was followed by a single and 
stolen base putting runners on 
second and third with nobody 
out.  

“Maddie Sherman was 
able to get us out of the jam 
with three consecutive strike-
outs and keep the score at 

1-0,” Baune said.  
In the top of the seventh, 

Bulldog Nevaeh Gardner hit a 
1-out double and advanced to 
third on a wild pitch. Evelyn 
Kreft followed with a sac-
rifice fly to right field that 
would knot the score at one. 
The Hornets failed to score 
in the bottom of the seventh 
and the teams headed to extra 
innings.  

After a 1-2-3 top of the 
eighth, the Hornets threat-
ened to end the game when 
the leadoff hitter hit a one-out 
triple. After Sherman struck 
out the next batter, the Bull-
dogs choose to intentionally 
walk the number three hitter 
and Sherman then struck out 
the following batter and sent 
the game to the ninth.  

After another scoreless 
top of the inning, the leadoff 
hitter for the Hornets walked 

and an errant throw on a bunt 
allowed the runner to score 
the winning run.

Maddie Sherman was 
the hard luck losing pitcher, 
going all nine innings and 
allowing two unearned runs 
on four hits. She walked two 
and struck out 14 Hornet bat-
ters. Makenna Zerwas led 
the Bulldog offense with two 
base hits.

Saints
On Tuesday, the team 

traveled to St. Francis to take 
on the Saints. 

“This time we were able 
to get on the board first, as 
Maddie Sherman led off the 
game with a walk and even-
tually scored on a Makenna 
Zerwas single,” Baune said. 

The lead, however, 
would be short-lived as the 
Saints were able to string 
together three hits and take 

advantage of a Bulldog error 
and wild pitch to plate three 
runs in the bottom of the sec-
ond.  

The score remained 3-1 
until the top of the fifth, when 
Maddie Sherman singled, ad-
vanced to second, and came 
around to score on a Cadence 
Koste single to make it 3-2. 
The Saints added an insur-
ance run in the bottom of the 
sixth when they strung to-
gether three straight base hits. 
Sherman once again reached 
base in the top of the seventh, 
but the Saints would snuff out 
the threat and hold on to win 
4-2.

Kurstyn Patnode took 
the loss, allowing four runs, 
two earned, on seven hits.  
Sherman was 2-for-3 with a 
walk to pace the Bulldog of-
fense, while Hannah Bartlett 
was 1-for-2 with a walk.

Bulldog softball drops two close games

By Mark Kolbinger,
Contributing Writer

Becker head 
softball coach Jason 
Baune announced 
this week that the 
High School softball 
and baseball programs 
are teaming up to host a 
Strikeout Cancer Night on 
Friday, May 13th. All pro-
ceeds from the event will go 
to ReNita (nee Wilke) Hen-
derson and her family.  ReN-

ita and her husband, Josh, are 
former Becker students who 
have two children.   ReNita 
was diagnosed with  breast 
cancer three years ago and 

after believing she had 
beaten cancer, re-
ceived  a diagnosis 
of acute lympho-
blastic leukemia in 
2021.   

“We are 
selling Strikeout 
Cancer t-shirts as 

one way to raise 

money to help the family,” 
Baune said. “We’d also love 
to invite you to show your 
support by attending the 
softball and baseball games 
on the afternoon of May 
13th.”  Donations will be 
collected at the games, with 
checks being written out to 
the Becker Blast Softball As-
sociation.

The Varsity/JV Bulldog 
baseball teams will host Sauk 
Rapids that evening starting 
at 4:30, while the 9/JV/Var-

sity softball teams will play 
Elk River starting at 5 p.m.

T-shirts need to be 
pre-ordered by Sunday, 
May 1 and order forms can 
be found on various social 
media sites including the 
“Becker Softball” page on 
Facebook. Interested individ-
uals can also check out the 
Patriot’s Twitter feed @Pa-
triotNewsMN1 for info.

For more informa-
tion, email Jason Baune at 
JBaune@ISD726.org.

Bulldog ball teams to hold Strike Out Cancer game

Submitted Article

Editor’s note: the follow-
ing press release was submit-
ted to the Patriot by the City 
of Becker.

The City of Becker has 
reached an agreement with 
Xcel Energy on modifications 
to the footprint of Xcel’s pro-
posed Sherco Solar project. 

Under the agreement, ap-
proximately 250 acres of land 
abutting the city’s western 
and eastern boundaries will 
be removed from the project. 

The agreement, ap-
proved by the Becker City 
Council on April 5 and filed 
with the Public Utilities Com-
mission (PUC) the next day, 
comes ahead of important 
public hearings this week be-
fore an Administrative Law 
Judge tasked with receiving 
evidence and making a rec-

ommendation to the PUC on 
whether to issue site and route 
permits for Sherco Solar. The 
city had sought this modifica-
tion to the project footprint in 
proceedings before the  PUC 
to create opportunities for 
much needed new commer-
cial or industrial develop-
ment during the lifespan of 
the project. 

“I am pleased that Xcel 
Energy has accommodated 
the city’s request that the 
most attractive parcels for 
development in closest prox-
imity to the city’s municipal 
boundaries be excluded from 
the Sherco Solar project,” 
said Becker Interim Admin-
istrator Jeff O’Neill in a filing 
with the PUC. 

As the longstanding host 
community for Xcel’s Sherco 
coal fired facility, the largest 
taxpayer in the city, Becker 

values its partnership with 
Xcel and understands the 
challenges it faces. The city 
appreciates Xcel’s corporate 
goal of diversifying its fuel 
source plan but raised con-
cerns when the proposed size 
and location of Sherco Solar 
absorbed industrial land nec-
essary for the city to diver-
sify its economic base. As a 
result of Xcel’ s agreement 
to remove 250 acres from 
the project site, the City of 
Becker has removed its ob-
jection to this project. 

Just as Xcel must tran-
sition from fossil fuels to 
alternative energy sources, 
the city must transition its 
economy from a dependence 
on tax revenues generated by 
Sherco to a more diversified 
economy with a broader com-
mercial base. The city, the 
state and Xcel have partnered 

on a project to develop the 
Becker Business Park with 
the potential for a large data 
center to be the first of mul-
tiple new projects to locate in 
it; but more work is needed to 
mitigate the impacts ofSher-
co’s closure on the city and 
the local economy. 

“Sherco Solar brings two 
important policy objectives 
into tension: investing in more 
sustainable energy generation 
and cultivating economic 
development,” said Becker 
Mayor Tracy Bertram. “The 
agreement to exclude this 
property from the solar proj-
ect will better balance Xcel’s 
and the state’s important in-
terests in developing sustain-
able energy sources with the 
need to grow the local and 
state economies.” 

In reaching agreement 
with Xcel, the city is sensitive 

to the rights of the property 
owners in and around the pro-
posed Sherco Solar project. In 
their joint filing to the PUC, 
Xcel and the city observed 
that “the removal of these 
lands from utility scale solar 
development does not deter-
mine what these landowners 
may choose to do with their 
property within the confines 
of local, state, and federal 
rules and regulations.” 

“The city looks forward 
to continued cooperation with 
Xcel and local property own-
ers on important company, 
city and private projects af-
fecting the Becker commu-
nity,” concluded Bertram.

Becker reaches agreement to Sherco solar project footprint 

MN HORSE EXPO. Minnesota’s largest equine trade show is sponsored by 
Minnesota Horse Council and held every spring at MN State Fairgrounds in St. 
Paul. Lillie Chavez of Becker and friend Erin Ramirez are pictured enjoying an 
equine obstacle challenge in the coliseum at the MN State Fairgournds. (Photos 
by Mary Nehring.)



By Ken Francis,
Contributing Writer

The Big Lake boys out-
distanced the field in a multi-
team track and field meet at 
Annandale last Thursday. 
The Hornets finished first 
ahead of Delano, Annandale, 
Mayer Lutheran, Melrose and 
Watertown-Mayer.

The team had five Top 
10 performances and 15 sea-
son’s bests in 18 events.

Owen Layton won the 
3200 meters in 10:05.65, put-
ting him sixth on Big Lake’s 
All Time Top 10 list. Jack 
Leuer was second in 10:22.19 
and David Guyse took third in 
10:59.89 for a 1-2-3 sweep in 
the event.

Kade Layton won the 
1600 in 4:38.68, good for sev-
enth on the Top 10 list.

Christian Noble won 
the 800 meters in 2:06.16 
with Spencer Vold second in 
2:07.93.

Hayden Thieke won the 
long jump at 19’11.5” and the 
triple jump at 41’0.5”.

Carson Kunz took first 
in the high jump with a leap 
of 5’10”. He was also third in 
the triple jump at 39’6”.

Riley Thompson won 
the discus with a throw of 
122’6”.

Luke Hugo placed sec-
ond in the shot put with a 

throw of 42’4.5”. Two days 
earlier, he set a personal 
best and won the shot put at 
a Becker indoor meet with a 
throw of 44’10”, putting him 
fourth on the Top 10 list.

Spencer Vold cleared 12 
feet in the pole vault and fin-
ished second. That puts him 
at #4 on the school’s Top 10 
list. Christan Noble was third 
at 11’6”.

Joe Murphy was second 
in the 100 meters in 11.54 
seconds.

The 4x800 relay team 
of Jack Leuer, Kade Layton, 
Owen Layton and Christian 
Noble won in 8:21.08.

The 4x400 team of Mur-
phy, Kade Layton, Vold and 
Noble also won in 3:39.72.

The 4x200 team of Evan 
Secord, Jack Berner, Amado 
Espinosa and Gauge Hoff-
man took second in 1:41.19.

For the girls, Hannah 
Strom won the pole vault, 
clearing 8’6”.

Ava Eastman took sec-
ond in the 200 meters in 28.29 
seconds.

Emilee Doperalski was 
second in the 3200 meters in 
14:03.40, just four seconds 
behind the winner.

Jade Flavin placed 
second in the long jump at 
15’6.25”. She also finished in 
the top 10 in the triple jump 
at 30’2”.

Erin Kjellberg was fifth 
in the 400 in 67.91.

Big Lake’s 4x200 relay 
team of Flavin, Gardner, 
Kennadie Ell and Eastman 
placed second in 1:57.99.

Hailey Andersom took 
fifth in the discus with a throw 
of 71 feet even.

Miranda Segner and 
Grace Gardner each cleared 
4’8” in the high jump, fin-
ishing fifth and sixth respec-
tively.

The Hornets hosted an 
invitational Thursday, results 
to follow next week.
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Sherburne County is sponsoring a Grass Clipping and Leaf Drop-Off Event the weekend of 
May 7th & 8th and Oct. 8th & 9th from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. (both days) at 
Jan’s Christmas Trees located at 12519 37th St SE, Clear Lake, MN (see map below).

Residents may deliver grass clippings, thatch, leaves, plants and flowers free of charge

Please note that wood, brush, logs and garbage will NOT be accepted.  

In addition to this event, the cities of Big Lake, Becker, Elk River, and Zimmerman have permanent yard waste  
compost sites available to ALL County residents free of charge (access card key required to enter sites).  

Directions
From Becker: go 7 miles north of Becker on Hwy 25, 
turn east onto 42nd Street, watch for signs
From Palmer: go east on 42nd Street, cross over Hwy 25, watch for signs
Questions
For additional information, please contact Gabrielle Holman with 
the Sherburne County Planning & Zoning Department at 763-765-4457 
or  Gabrielle.Holman@co.sherburne.mn.us

Sherburne County is sponsoring a Grass Clipping and Leaf Drop-Off Event 
the weekend of May 12th & 13th from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. (both days) at Jan’s 
Christmas Trees located at 12519 37th St SE, Clear Lake, MN (see map below).

Residents are able to deliver grass clippings, thatch, leaves, and plants & flowers 
free of charge to this event. 

Please note that wood, brush, logs and garbage will NOT be accepted.  

In addition to this event, the cities of Becker, Big Lake, Elk River, and
Zimmerman have permanent yard waste compost sites available to all
County residents free of charge (access card keys are required to enter sites).  

Directions
From Becker: go 7 miles north of Becker on Hwy 25, turn east onto 42nd Street, watch 
for signs. From Palmer: go east on 42nd Street, cross over Hwy 25, watch for signs

Questions
For additional information, please contact Gabrielle Holman  with the Sherburne County
Planning & Zoning Department at 763-765-4457 or gabrielle.holman@co.sherburne.mn.us

Leaf Drop Site

�

2018 Spring Grass Clippings & Leaf Drop-Off Event

Leaf Drop Site

H

2022 Spring Grass Clippings & Leaf Drop-Off Event

Funded by MPCA SCORE Grant Dollars

Submitted article

(Editor’s Note: The fol-
lowing article was submitted 
by North Star Arts.)

Long ago, in a magical, 
watery kingdom beneath the 
ocean, A beautiful young 
mermaid longs to leave her 
home under the sea to live in 
the world above the waves. 
Featuring Oscar winning 
songs by Alan Menn and 
Howard Ashman, The Little 
Mermaid is one of the most 
compelling and cherished 
stories of all time and is a 
musical favorite among au-
diences of all ages.

Join in as a cast of tal-
ented professional charac-
ter actors, recording artists, 
and some adorable little sea 
creatures bring this enchant-
ing story to the stage in the 
newly renovated Monticello 
MS Theater. The Little Mer-
maid, live on stage, features 
dazzling special effects, gor-
geous costumes, and fin flip-
ping fun for all. The show 
opens May 5 at the newly 
renovated Monticello MS 
theatre  and runs through 
May 8. Tickets are available 
at NorthStarArts.org or by 
calling 763-245-6627.

LITTLE MERMAID AND HER PRINCE. Ariel played by Lilly Hayworth. Prince Eric played by Joe Voth. (Submitted photo.)

Little Mermaid comes 
to Monticello

LITTLE MERMAID PLAYS AT 
MONTI MIDDLE SCHOOL. Ursula played 
by Rick Wyman. (Submitted photo.)

By Bill Morgan, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

The Big Lake Hornet 
girls lacrosse team captured 
their first two wins of the sea-
son — and in school history 
— as they went 2-1 to kick 
off the 2022 season.

Big Lake 13,
Rocori 2
Tuesday, though the 

Hornets went down 1-0 early, 
they followed it up with goals 
by Amber Grunewald on a 
free position shot and a pass-
ing play from Elle Dixon to 
Ella Beach for the go ahead 
goal, 2-1. The Hornets fol-
lowed that up with four un-
answered goals to go up 6-1 
at halftime. Goals came from 
Amber Grunewald (assisted 
by Bailey Isaacson), Autumn 
Grunewald, Bailey Isaacson 
and Elle Dixon.

The girls felt confident 
in their play during the first 
half intermission, but also ac-
knowledged they had to stick 
to the game plan of strong de-
fense and creative offense to 
achieve success. 

Their second half scor-
ing started with a goal from 
Ella Beach (assisted by 
Amber Grunewald). Big 
Lake found the back of the 
net another four times with 
goals by Amelia Gardner 
(assisted by Abby Polacec), 
Amelia again (unassisted), 
Abby Polacec (unassisted), 
Grace Dols (unassisted), and 
Autumn Grunewald (assisted 
by Eden Dixon). 

Rocori was able to tally 
their second goal, making it 
12-2 before McKenna Leese-
berg made the final 13-3 with 
a closing goal. 

Big Lake 7,
Waconia 0
The Big Lake girls la-

crosse team was scheduled 
to kick off their season back 
on April 14 against Waconia, 
but with temperatures in the 
teens, the match was resched-
uled for last Friday, April 22.

Waconia and Big Lake’s 
lacrosse programs came 
into the league around the 
same time, and neither had 
achieved a regular season 
varsity contest win before last 
Friday — so one of the teams 
was going to leave the field 
with their first program win. 

“With that said, our girls 
recognized this as a great 
opportunity for us to get our 
first win,” said Hornet Head 

Coach Lindsey Hartfiel. 
“They have been putting in 
the work at practice, and have 
been learning some team sys-
tems which have helped them 
outwork other teams.”

The match began slow 
and it took a little time for the 
Hornets to net their first goal, 
which came from Abby Po-
lacec at 14:16 of the first half. 

While the teams were 
playing relatively even 
throughout the first part of the 
first half, Grace Dols carried 
the ball down the field to get 
Big Lake’s second goal of the 
night at 8:48. Then, to finish 
out the half, the Hornet girls 
moved the ball down the field 
and Amelia Gardner scored 
and was assisted by Autumn 
Grunewald to make it 3-0 at 
intermission. 

“The girls were excited 
to have the lead at half, and 
had earned it to that point,” 
said Hartfiel. “The coaching 
staff reminded them that there 
was still another half to win, 
but to continue to play confi-
dently.” 

Amelia Gardner opened 
the scoring of the second half 
at 18:26 right where she left 
off in the first. Big Lake had 
most of the pressure and ball 
possession from that point, 
but Waconia weathered the 
storm for a while. 

Big Lake’s next goal 
came at 7:08 of the second by 
senior Hailey Schuller, mak-
ing the score 5-0. 

But they weren’t done 
yet. 

Abby Polocec scored 
her second goal of the night 
and shortly after, Ella Beach 
scored (assisted by Dols) 
making the final 7-0. 

Goalkeeper Eden Dixon 
saved all 10 shots Waconia 
put on net giving her the first 
shutout of the season. This 
was the first win in Big Lake 
program history for girls la-

crosse! 
“I am so proud of what 

our girls have accomplished 
and cannot wait to see what 
more they can do,” said Hart-
fiel.

The Hornet girls JV 
team started the night off in 
the rain, capturing an 8-3 win 
over Waconia’s JV squad, 
with goals by Eden Dixon 
(2) Amelia Gardner, Grace 
Dols (2), Izzy Swinehart, 
Hannah Weseloh, and Jordyn 
Schumacher. Once that game 
finished the varsity squad 
headed over to the varsity 
field to play under the Friday 
night lights. 

Mound Westonka 12,
Big Lake 1
April 21, the Hornets had 

to travel to Mound Westonka 
for a match against a very 
good team. 

“The Mound Westonka 
game presented some chal-
lenges playing against a more 
experienced group of play-
ers,” said Hartfiel. 

Big Lake struggled and 
by halftime, they saw them-
selves down 11-1 with se-
rious doubts. However, the 
Hornet coaches didn’t want 
the girls giving up.

“At half time, our group 
came together and decided 
they could play in a way that 
would decrease the chance of 
high scoring chances for the 
other team,” said Hartfiel. 
“The girls went out there and 
played a phenomenal half.” 

Defense was key as 
Mound Westonka was only 
able to get one goal by the 
Hornet defense to make the 
final 12-1. 

Up Next
Big Lake’s upcoming 

games next week include 
Sartell/Sauk Rapids on May 
3 and a rematch against Ro-
cori for their senior night on 
May 5. 

THE HORNET GIRLS LACROSSE TEAM was jubilant Tuesday after beating 
Rocori on the road for the team’s first two wins of the year. (Submitted Photo).

Hornet girls lacrosse 
nets first two wins

Hornet track making strides
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HANSON PAVING. Residen-
tial & commercial. Driveways, 
parking lots, asphalt, paving & 
asphalt patchwork. No job too 
small. Call for a free estimate 
320-259-7874 office. 3636 
Quail Rd., Sauk Rapids. We 
accept Visa & Mastercard. 
www.hansonpaving.com
________________________

Asphalt/Blacktop

OAK PARK
CREAMERY

See us for all your feed 
needs. Hubbard, Heims, 
Purina & Oak Park brand 
feeds. Crystalyx tubs. We 
specialize in small orders 
of custom made feed. RR 
Corn $194.00/Bag. EN-
LIST E3 Soybeans $50.00/
Bag.

OAK PARK CREAMERY
16623 Ironwood Rd NE

Oak Park, MN
320-968-7864

Farm Supplies

NOTICE: Outdoor Furnace, 
Parts and Supplies, High 
demand and limited avail-
ability. Plan and look ahead. 
Reserve now to have one 
for this summer or fall instal-
lation. We feature Central 
Boiler furnaces and products 
for complete installation. We 
have Financing available, 
26% Tax Credit available on 
some models. Reserve today  
Class-Act Outdoor Furnace 
763-972-6255                              
________________________

Outdoor Furnaces

TOTAL LAWN CARE, INC.
Locally owned & operated 
since 1985. Fertilization, core 
aeration, guaranteed control 
of: weeds, crabgrass, mos-
quitoes, ants/ticks/spiders, 
grubworms and Emerald Ash 
Borer. Experience the differ-
ence! 320-685-4131. 
www.lawntlc.info.                            
________________________

Lawn Care

AUTOMOBILES
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK 
TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. 
Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax Deduct-
ible, Free Towing, All Paperwork 
Taken Care Of. CALL 1-855-977-
7030 (mcn)

DONATE YOUR CAR TO 
CHARITY. Receive maximum 
value of write off for your taxes. 
Running or not! All condi-tions ac-
cepted. Free pickup. Call for details. 
855-752-6680 (mcn)

CASH FOR CARS! We buy all 
cars! Junk, high-end, totaled – it 
doesn’t matter! Get free towing and 
same day cash! NEW-ER MOD-
ELS too! Call 1-866-258-6720. 
(mcn)

CABLE/INTERNET
DIRECTV for $79.99/mo for 12 
months with CHOICE Package. 
Watch your favorite live sports, 
news & entertainment anywhere. 
First 3 months of HBO Max, Cin-
emax, Showtime, Starz and Epix 
included! Directv is #1 in Customer 
Satisfac-tion (JD Power & Assoc.) 
Some restrictions apply. Call 1-866-
296-1409 (mcn)

Earthlink High Speed Internet. 
As Low As $49.95/month (for the 
first 3 months.) Reliable High Speed 
Fiber Optic Technology. Stream 
Videos, Music and More! Call 
Earthlink Today 1-855-679-7096. 
(mcn)

DISH Network. $64.99 for 190 
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet, 
$19.99/mo. (where available.) 
Switch & Get a FREE $100 Visa 
Gift Card. FREE Voice Remote. 
FREE HD DVR. FREE Streaming 
on ALL Devices. Call today! 1-855-
434-0020 (mcn)

BEST SATELLITE TV with 2 
Year Price Guarantee! $59.99/mo 
with 190 channels and 3 months 
free premium movie channels! Free 
next day installation! Call 855-824-
1258. (mcn)

DirecTV Satellite TV Service 
Starting at $74.99/month! Free In-
stallation! 160+ channels available. 
Call Now to Get the Most Sports 
& Entertainment on TV! 844-558-
1767 (mcn)

DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Chan-
nels + $14.95 High Speed Inter-
net. Free Installation, Smart HD 
DVR Included, Free Voice Remote. 
Some restrictions apply. Promo 
Expires 1/21/23. 1-866-590-645. 
(mcn)

EDUCATION
COMPUTER & IT TRAINING 
PROGRAM! Train ONLINE to get 
the skills to become a Computer 
& Help Desk Profes-sional now! 
Grants and Scholarships available 
for certain programs for qualified 
applicants. Call CTI for details! 
1-844-843-2771 (mcn)

TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MED-
ICAL BILLING! Become a Med-
ical Office Professional online at 
CTI! Get Trained, Cer-tified & 
ready to work in months! Call 833-
751-0776. (M-F 8am-6pm ET) 
(mcn)

E M P L O Y M E N T / H E L P 
WANTED
Are you a Class A Truck Driver 

and tired of getting jacked around 
by employers? Call me to see why 
our turnover rate is so low. Scott 
507-437-9905 Apply: WWW.MCF-
GTL.COM (mcn)

Hiring Production & Mainte-
nance Positions. Employee owned, 
great benefits. We manufacture ho-
meopathic remedies, herbal prod-
ucts, and nutritional supplements. 
Grato Holdings, Woodbine, IA. 
Contact: HR@Apothecacompany.
com, 800-869-8078. (mcn)

FINANCIAL
STOP worrying! SilverBills elim-
inates the stress and hassle of bill 
payments. All household bills guar-
anteed to be paid on time, as long 
as appropriate funds are available. 
Computer not necessary. Call for a 
FREE trial or a custom quote today. 
SilverBills 1-866-918-0981(mcn)

The COVID crisis has cost us all 
something. Many have lost jobs 
and financial security. Have $10K In 
Debt? Credit Cards. Medical Bills. 
Car Loans. Call NATIONAL DEBT 
RELIEF! We can help! Get a FREE 
debt relief quote: Call 1-866-552-
0649. (mcn)

HEALTH & MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator 
May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mobil-
ity with the compact de-sign and 
long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 844-716-
2411.(mcn)

Attention Viagra users: Generic 
100 mg blue pills or generic 20 mg 
yellow pills. Get 45 plus 5 free $99 
+ S/H. Call To-day 1-877-707-5659. 
(mcn)

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 350 plus 
procedures. Real dental insurance- 
NOT just a discount plan. Do not 
wait! Call now! Get your FREE 
Dental Information Kit with all 
the details! 1-855-973-9175 www.
dental50plus.com/https://www.
dental50plus.com/midwest #6258 
(mcn)

Aloe Care Health, medical alert 
system. The most advanced med-
ical alert product on the market. 
Voice-activated! No wi-fi needed! 
Special offer! Call and mention 
offer code CARE20 to get $20 off 
Mobile Companion. Call today! 
1-855-654-1926. (mcn)

Hero takes the stress out of man-
aging medications. Hero sorts and 
dispenses meds, sends alerts at dose 
times and handles prescription re-
fill and delivery for you. Starting 
at $24.99/month. No initiation fee. 
90-day risk-FREE trial! Call 1-855-
484-6339.(mcn)

MISCELLANEOUS
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced de-
bris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 15% off Entire Pur-
chase. 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-855-577-1268. 
Promo Code 285. (mcn)

Wesley Financial Group, LLC 
Timeshare Cancellation Experts. 
Over $50,000,000 in timeshare debt 
and fees cancelled in 2019. Get free 
informational package and learn 

how to get rid of your timeshare! 
Free consultations. Over 450 pos-
itive reviews. Call 877-326-1608. 
(mcn)

Looking for assisted living, mem-
ory care, or independent living? 
A Place for Mom simplifies the 
process of finding senior living at 
no cost to your family. Call 1-877-
580-3710 today! (mcn)

The Generac PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery storage system. 
SAVE money, reduce your reliance 
on the grid, prepare for power out-
ages and power your home. Full 
installation services available. $0 
Down Financing Option. Request a 
FREE, no obligation, quote today. 
Call 1-877-381-3059. (mcn)

LONG DISTANCE MOVING: 
Call today for a FREE QUOTE 
from America’s Most Trusted Inter-
state Movers. Let us take the stress 
out of moving! Speak to a Reloca-
tion Specialist, call 877-327-0795. 
(mcn)

FREE AUTO INSURANCE 
QUOTES for uninsured and in-
sured drivers. Let us show you how 
much you can save! Call 855-995-
2382 (mcn)

NEED NEW FLOORING? Call 
Empire Today® to schedule a 
FREE in-home estimate on Carpet-
ing & Flooring. Call Today! 844-
785-0305 (mcn)

UPDATE YOUR HOME with 
Beautiful New Blinds & Shades. 
FREE in-home estimates make 
it convenient to shop from home. 
Professional installation. Top qual-
ity - Made in the USA. Call for free 
consultation: 866-970-3073. Ask 
about our specials! (mcn)

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. 
EASY, ONE DAY updates! We 
specialize in safe bathing. Grab 
bars, no slip flooring & seated 
showers. Call for a free in-home 
consultation: 855-836-2250. (mcn)

Never clean your gutters again! 
Affordable, professionally installed 
gutter guards protect your gutters 
and home from de-bris and leaves 
forever! For a FREE Quote call: 
877-761-1449 (mcn)

Prepare for power outages today 
with a GENERAC home standby 
generator. $0 Money Down + 
Low Monthly Pay-ment Options. 
Request a FREE Quote. Call now 
before the next power outage: 
1-877-228-5789 (mcn)

Need IRS Relief $10K - $125K+ 
Get Fresh Start or Forgiveness Call 
1-877-702-7854 Monday through 
Friday 7AM-5PM PST. (mcn)

WANT TO BUY
PAYING TOP CA$H FOR 
MEN’S SPORT WATCHES! 
Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek 
Philippe, Heuer, Daytona, GMT, 
Submariner, Speedmaster.. Call: 
866-314-9742. (mcn)

TOP CA$H PAID FOR OLD 
GUITARS! 1920-1980 Gibson, 
Martin, Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone, 
Guild, Mosrite, Rick-enbacker, 
Prairie State, D’Angelico, Strom-
berg. And Gibson Mandolins / Ban-
jos. 866-470-1643. (mcn)

IMMEDIATE POSITION OPEN  
for Carpenter/Laborer. Contact 
320-260-2611.
________________________

Employment

FREE
ADULT BASIC ED & GED

CLASSES
GED Test Preparation

It’s never too late to learn!

Call Community Ed for more 
information 763-261-4506

Tuesdays from 6-8:30 PM
Becker High School Library

(Enter Door #11)
No need to Pre-Register,

 just come to class!

Adult Basic Ed. Minnesota Newspaper Association Classifieds

220 USED CARS to choose 
from. We also BUY used cars. 
Guaranteed Approval! Brandl 
Auto Connection, 559 Hwy 10, 
St. Cloud (next to the red barn 
Dairy Queen). 320-229-1900. 
Apply online at: 
www.BrandlAutoConnection.com
________________________

Used Cars

Young @ Heart

3rd Thurs. Each Month, 
11:30 Lunch and Program
Rejoice Lutheran Church 

Clearwater, MN

Seniors

Game Time
 
 This Week’s  

Calendar Events:
Sun. - May 1, 2022:
• May Day
• Law Day
• National Lemonade Day
• School Principals’ Day
• National Loyalty Day
• Children’s Mental Health Awa-
reness Week (5/1-5/7)
• National Family Week (5/1-5/7)
• Drinking Water Week (5/1-5/7)
• New Homeowner’s Week (5/1-
5/7)
• PTA Teacher Appreciation 
Week (5/1-5/7)
• Mother Goose Day
Mon. - May 2, 2022:
• CVS: No School 
• Melanoma Monday
• Air Quality Awareness Week 
(5/2-5/8)
• Be Kind to Animals Week (5/2-
5/8)
Tues. - May 3, 2022:
• National Teacher Day
• Garden Meditation Day           
Wed. - May 4, 2022:
• National Bike to School Day
• Star Wars Day             
Thurs. - May 5, 2022:
• Cinco De Mayo
• Cartoonists Day
•National Astronaut Day
• National Hoagie Day  
Fri. - May 6, 2022:
• BHS: Student Half Day - Dis-
tance Learning 8:10-12:15
• Military Spouse Appreciaton 
Day
• National Nurses Day
• No Diet Day
• National Nurses Week (5/6-
5/12)     
Sat., May 7, 2022:
• BHS: Prom
• Kentucky Derby
• National Fitness Day
• National Train Day
• Spring Astronomy Day
• Free Comic Book Day  

(Becker Schools=BS 
Becker High School=BHS   

Becker Middle School=BMS  
Becker Intermediate School=BIS 

 Early Childhood Family  
Education=ECFE

Big Lake School=BLS 
Clearview School=CVS)

SOLUTION TO PUZZLE to page 4B

DESKTOPS AND LAPTOP 
REPAIR. On-site or drop off. 
Computer cleanup - upgrades. 
Big Lake, 763-263-7070.
________________________

Computers

1 BR, 1 BATH BASEMENT 
APARTMENT. $800/mo.  
Private entrance, no smok-
ing, no pets. Call Lee  
763-221-2903.
________________________

HASSAN SAND & 
GRAVEL has a large se-
lection of decorative rock, 
pulverized & screened top-
soil, all types of driveway 
aggregates, wood & rubber 
mulch, landscape supplies, 
play/volleyball/mason sand, 
fieldstone boulders, steps & 
natural quarry stone, syn-
thetic turf products. M-F 
7am-4pm & Sat. 7am-noon, 
13530 Williamdale Rd., 
Rogers. 763-428-2393.
www.HassanSand.com

Clip this ad & save $20 
off your purchase of 

$100 or more!
Exp. 11/13/22

Landscaping Supplies

Apartments

MURPHY
CHEVROLET

New & Used Cars & Trucks
(320) 968-6239

www.murphychevrolet.com

Automotive
2019 CUB CADET Z-FORCES 
Zero Turn Mower, 48 in deck, 
24 HP Kohler Engine. Triple 
Bagger Kit. Less than 60 hrs. 
$4,000. 320-319-4123.
________________________

For Sale

BECKER and CLEARWATER 
All-City Garage Sales are 

SATURDAY, JUNE 11, 2021!
The deadline for ads is May 31!

Call Patriot News MN
 763-275-0275  or email: 

legals.kathy@patriotnewsmn.com 
to advertise!

BIG LAKE 
All-City Garage Sales are

SATURDAY, MAY 21, 2022!
The deadline for ads is May 10!

Call Patriot News MN
763-275-0275  or email:

legals.kathy@patriotnewsmn.com
to advertise!

                                     Week of May 1, 2022             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

YOUR AD HERE! 
One phone call & only $279

to reach a statewide audience 
of 1.7 million readers!!! 

1-800-279-2979

WANTED TO BUY

MISCELLANEOUS

EMPLOYMENT

ROOFING

EMPLOYMENT
KMS PUBLIC SCHOOLS: 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

position available August 2022. 
Apply: www.kms.k12.mn.us. Attach let-
ter of interest, resume, transcripts, three 
letters of recommendation and copy of 
current Minnesota education license.

KMS PUBLIC SCHOOLS: SPEECH
 LANGUAGE PATHOLOGIST 

position available August 2022. 
Apply: www.kms.k12.mn.us. Attach let-
ter of interest, resume, transcripts, three 
letters of recommendation and copy of 
current Minnesota education license. 

EIGHTH GRADE TEACHER 
(PHYSICAL SCIENCE) 

New London-Spicer Schools. 
MN Licensure Required. Open 
Until Filled. Start August 2022. 
More info: nls.k12.mn.us/employment

KMS PUBLIC SCHOOLS: 
FT SPECIAL EDUCATION 

position available August 2022. 
Apply: www.kms.k12.mn.us. Attach let-
ter of interest, resume, transcripts, three 
letters of recommendation and copy of 
current Minnesota education license.

KMS PUBLIC SCHOOLS: 
FT DIRECTOR OF BANDS 

position available August 2022. 
Apply: www.kms.k12.mn.us. Attach let-
ter of interest, resume, transcripts, three 
letters of recommendation and copy of 
current Minnesota education license.

KMS PUBLIC SCHOOLS: 
7-12 FT SOCIAL STUDIES 

position available August 2022. 
Apply: www.kms.k12.mn.us. Attach let-
ter of interest, resume, transcripts, three 
letters of recommendation and copy of 
current Minnesota education license.

EARLY CHILDHOOD 
FAMILY EDUCATION 

New London-Spicer Schools. (.2FTE) 
MN Licensure Required. Open 
Until Filled. Start August 2022. 
More info: nls.k12.mn.us/employment

WAREHOUSE LABOR POSITIONS 
We are currently recruiting moti-
vated individuals to join our Ware-
house Team. For more details, 
write to: jsiemens972@gmail.com

DO YOU NEED
 NEW SHINGLES?

Wausau Homes established 1960 off ers 
quality service, fair pricing, free esti-
mates and  nancing. Call 320/360-8298 or 
littlefalls@wausauhomes.com for details.

WANTED: 
ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES 

Running or not. Titled or not. Cash 
in exchange. Sell now while prices 
are high! Call Dan at 612/720-2142

LOOKING FOR 
ASSISTED LIVING

memory care, or independent living? 
A Place for Mom simpli es the pro-
cess of  nding senior living at no cost to 
your family. Call 888/715-1720  today!

DISH NETWORK
$64.99 for 190 Channels! Blazing fast 
internet, $19.99/mo. (where avail-
able.) Switch & get a FREE $100 Visa 
gift card. FREE voice remote. FREE 
HD DVR. FREE streaming on ALL 
devices. Call today! 855/562-4309

THE GENERAC PWRCELL 
A solar plus battery storage system. Save 
money, reduce your reliance on the grid, 
prepare for power outages and power your 
home. Full installation services available. $0 
down  nancing option. Request a free, no 
obligation quote today. Call 888/913-5895 

MOBILEHELP
America’s Premier mobile medi-
cal alert system. Whether you’re 
home or away. For safety and peace 
of mind. No long term contracts! Free 
brochure! Call today! 877/629-2287
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Becker - Organizations
Becker American Legion Auxiliary

The auxiliary meets the second Tues. of the 
month at 7pm.. For info please contact Paula Hinds 
(President) at (763) 262-6679 or see John Riebel or 
Nellie Simpson at Becker True Value.

Becker American Legion Post 193
Becker Legion meets the second Tues. of every 

month at 7pm at Becker Legion (old fire hall.)
Becker AA Meeting

Becker Group of Alcoholics Anony-
mous meets Thurs., 8pm at Mary of the Vis-
itation, 12100 Sherburne Ave, Becker. For 
information, call/text (320) 247-4732 or email  
beckeraagroupmn@gmail.com

Becker Boy Scout Pack 92  Cardboard, 
Paper & Aluminum

Bring your aluminum cans to the trailer lo-
cated near Becker True Value. Paper & cardboard 
recycling location is at the Becker Community 
Center, please remember to flatten the cardboard 
& absolutely no garbage on the first Sat. of every 
month. There will be a Scout there to help unload  
between 9am-12pm. Thanks for your support!

Becker Evangelical Ministries
Every Wed., 6-7:30pm at Becker Middle School. 

GYM 45 - growing young men. HIS KIDZ - K-3rd 
grade. G.I.R.L.S. GROUP - 4th & 5th grade girls. 

B e c k e r  F r e e  C h u r c h  ( 7 6 3 ) 
261-4125  o r  r eg i s t e r  on l ine  a t  
www.becvkerfreechurch.org (under Youth  
Connection click “Event Registration”).

Becker Food Shelf 
Open Tues., 9-11am & Thurs. 4-6pm. The food 

shelf is  located 12060 Sherburne Ave. in City Hall. 
(763) 261-4612.

Becker Hearts & Hands Quilt Guild
M e e t  2 n d  M o n .  o f  m o n t h 

a t  7pm.  Becker  Bapt i s t  Church .  
Contact Elizabeth Steckelberg (320) 259-9542.

Becker Lions Club
Meetings are held the second Mon. each month 

at 7pm at Becker City Park. Dale Seavert (320) 290-
5342.

Becker Lions Collecting Items to Recycle
The Becker Lions are collect-

ing used eyeglasses (no cases please) 
and hearing aids.  Collection buckets are  
located at the Becker Community Center, Insight Eye 
Care and Becker Food Pride.  We are no longer col-
lecting used cell phones or printer cartridges.  If you 
have any questions please contact Lion Dale Seavert 
at (320) 290-5342 (phone or text) or by email at dj-
seavert@gmail.com.

Becker Sons of the American Legion 
Squadron 193

Meets the third Tues. of each month at 7 pm at Becker  
Legion (old fire hall). Looking for new members.  
Commander John Fischbach (320) 249-0579.

Becker Beyond the Yellow Ribbon Meeting
The monthly meetings are held 6 pm the 

third Thurs. of the month at Becker City Hall. 

(320) 980-2752 or see the state website at  
www.beyondtheyellow ribbon.org.

Compassion Connection
A 501(c)(3) community-based non-profit. We 

partner with local & private child welfare agencies. 
We fulfill emergency requests to expedite safe 
placement of babies & children & assist aged-out 
youth as they transition.

At our Resource Closet, we are commit-
ted to helping not only the foster community 
but families in need making the most items in 
our Resource Closet available to all. We host 
regular events to encourage awareness & mo-
tivate community participation in support of 
our most vulnerable children. For more info:  
www.theccompassionconnectionmn.com. 

Dementia Support Group
The fourth Wed. of each month at 10-

11am, Room 19 at Becker Community Cen-
ter, 11500 Sherburne Ave. No cost to join. 
Tami Kolbinger at (612) 590-2449 or email  
tjkolbinger@ gmail.com.

Great River Faith in Action
If you are a senior, age 60 & above, fam-

ily caregiver or an individal in need of ser-
vices, Great River Faith in Action can provide 
volunteer transportation, chore services &  
grocery shopping assistance, as well as caregiver 
groups. Call (763) 263-4277.

Snake River Free Mission Church 
Hymn sings are held every other month on the 

second Sun. at 4:30pm. Check Snake River Church 
FaceBook page for updates. 5 mi. N of Hwy 10 on 
CR 11, 1.5 mi. E n CR4 & then L on 180th Ave (8940 
180th Ave), Becker. Mary (612) 219-8648. 

Sherburne National Wildlife Refuge
The Refuge is open to vistors year-

round during the daylight hours. The Ref-
uge is located at 17076 293rd Ave,  
Zimmerman. Call (763) 389-3323 or sherburne@
fws.gov

Big Lake - Organizations
Big  Lake Ambassador

“ E m p o w e r i n g  y o u n g  l a -
dies of Big Lake to be women of  
t o m o r r o w  t h r o u g h  C o m m u -
nity Service. To promote leadership,  
professional development & personal 
growth with an opportunity to earn an edu-
cational scholarship. Core Values - Honesty,  
Respect, Loyalty & commitment.” Information about 
 program email: biglakeambassadors@gmail.com or 
biglakejuniorambassadors@gmail.com.

Big Lake American Legion Post #147
Meets the first Thurs. of the month @ 7 pm. At 

the old West Sherburne Tribune office on the corner 
of Hwy 10 and 25. Please contact Commander Paul 
Seefeld (612) 801-7731. 

Big Lake OPEN AA Meetings
Mon., 7pm at the Church of Mary of the Visitation  

Catholic Church, Big Lake. Big Book Study, Handicap  
Accessible. Questions? Contact: Rob, (763) 218-
5328.

Big Lake Al-Anon
Meetings held Mon., 7pm at Mary of 

the Visitation Catholic Church - Big Lake 
Annex, “lawn chairs outdoors when weather  
permits.”

Newcomers encouraged - we are a very welcom-
ing group! Laurie (763) 218-5330.

The Big Lake American Legion Auxiliary 
Meets the first Tues. Mar.-Dec.  at 6:30pm. in the 

Senior Citizen Center at Big Lake City Hall. Please 
contact Kathy at (763) 263-6093 for information.

Big Lake / Becker Mops
Mother’s of preschoolers Group meets the 

second & fourth Wed. of the month (Sept.-May) at 
Becker Baptist Church, 9-11:30am.

Big Lake Beyond the Yellow Ribbon
The Big Lake Beyond the Yellow Ribbon meets 

at 6:30pm on the third Mon., of each month at the 
old West Sherburne Tribune office on the corner of 
Hwy 10 and 25.

Big Lake Bicycle Advisory Committee
Meets second Tues. of each month at 

11am. Meetings via Zoom due to COVID. Con-
tact Recreation & Communication Coordina-
tor Corrie Scott at cscott@biglakemn.org or 
612-297-6331 for meeting links or questions on the 
Committee Website: https://www.biglakemn.org/443/ 
Big-Lake-Bicycle-Advisory-Committee.

Big Lake Community Food Shelf 
The Big Lake Community Food Shelf hours 

of service are Mon. & Thurs. 5:30-7:30pm & Wed. 
9-11am. We also serve clients every “Freebie Fri-
day” from 11:30am-12:30pm., providing produce, 
dairy, & bakery goods. Our new, “Pop-up Pantry”, 
from 11:30am-12:30pm every Tues.To volunteer call 
(763) 263-2432 or www.blcfs.org.

 Big Lake Day of Prayer
Big Lake meets year round the first Wed. of the 

month, at 7am for a prayer breakfast at Big Lake High 
School flagpole.

The Big Lake Lions 
Looking for community minded people to join our  

organization. If interested in getting involved with our  
organization, please contact any Lion member or 
send a note to P.O. Box 128, Big Lake, MN 55309 
or (763) 263-2218.

LC of Big Lake Lioness
If you are interested in learning more about the 

LC of Big Lake Lioness you can catch us on FB: 
www.facebook.com/BigLakeMnLionessClub, or at-
tend any meeting held the second Mon. of the month 
at the Lions Park on CR5. social starts 6:30pm, meet-
ing 7pm. All are welcome to attend to learn more 
about the club. 

Big Lake Narcotics Anonymous Meetings
Big Lake Living Clean NA meeting Sun., 7pm,  

Bridgeview Assembly of God Church, 20500 Co. Rd. 
11, Big Lake, MN, (763) 482-1695.

Big Lake Women of Today
Hold a monthly general meeting at Senior  

Activity Center located in the Big Lake City Office 
Building on the 3rd Thurs. of the month @ 7pm.  

Contac t  Na ta l i e  @ (612)  518-
3504 or find us at FaceBook or  
www.biglakewomenoftoday.webs.com.

God’s Grub Community Meal
Second Sun. of every month, 4:30-6:30 pm. Saron  

Lutheran, Big Lake, 311 Lake Street South. Served 
curbside, ready to go.

Living with Parkinson’s Under The Age of 60
We meet the third Tuesday of each month from 

6:30-8pm at Saron Lutheran Church, 311 Lake Street 
So., Big Lake, MN 55309.  

Any questions, please call Camille Johnson at  
(763) 350-7401.

Moms in Prayer
M e e t s  w e e k l y  t o  p r a y  f o r 

their  children & the school they  
attend. Information: www.momsinprayer.org  
or Colene Stenberg (763) 263-6809 or  
stenbergjc@outlook.com

Upcoming Big Lake Events
BELIA Annual Meeting

Save the Date: Annual Meeting May 7.  Keep 
an eye out for a email for a invitation to our annual 
meeting. Carousell Works, May 7, 8:30-10:30am. 
Guest speaker Frances Gerde from Sherburne Soil & 
Water Conservation. She will be presenting on dif-
ferent shoreline restoration & erosion control tech-
niques, with some information & resources on native 
plants as well.

Better Together: A Day of Wellness
Bounce back project, promoting health through 

happiness. Big Lake Football Stadium, May 15, 
2-5pm. Special Performers: Koo Koo Kanga Roo 
at 2:15-3pm. Make & take stations, community re-
sources, food trucks & concessions. 

Visit the Bounce Back Project Faccebook page 
or Big Lake Schools webpage for weather related an-
nouncements.   

Upcoming Clear Lake Events
Clear Lale Lions and
American Red Cross

Give blood. Every 2 seconds someone in the 
U.S. needs blood. So please come to the blood drive 
at St. Marcus Church, 8701 Main Ave, Clear Lake, 
Mon., May 16, 2022, 12:30-6:30pm.

Sponsored by the Clear Lake Lions. Appt/Info: 
Call Judy 320-743-2108 or RedCrossBlood.org & 
enter Sponsor Code: Clear Lake.

Announcements

Public Notices

Office of the Minnesota Office of the Minnesota 
Secretary of StateSecretary of State

Certificate of Assumed NameCertificate of Assumed Name
Minnesota Statutes, Minnesota Statutes, 

Chapter 333Chapter 333
The filing of an assumed The filing of an assumed 

name does not provide a user with name does not provide a user with 
exclusive rights to that name. The exclusive rights to that name. The 
filing is required for consumer filing is required for consumer 
protection in order to enable cus-protection in order to enable cus-
tomers to be able to identify the tomers to be able to identify the 
true owner of a business.true owner of a business.
ASSUMED NAME: ASSUMED NAME: Syverson Syverson 
Tax ServiceTax Service
PRINCIPAL PLACE OF BUSI-PRINCIPAL PLACE OF BUSI-
NESS: NESS: 11282 Laura Circle 11282 Laura Circle 
Becker MN 55308 USABecker MN 55308 USA
NAMEHOLDER(S):NAMEHOLDER(S):
Name: Name: 
Sarah SyversonSarah Syverson
Address: Address: 
11282 Laura Circle Becker MN 11282 Laura Circle Becker MN 
55308 USA55308 USA

If you submit an attachment, If you submit an attachment, 
it will be incorporated into this it will be incorporated into this 
document. If the attachment con-document. If the attachment con-
flicts with the information specif-flicts with the information specif-
ically set forth in this document, ically set forth in this document, 
this document supersedes the data this document supersedes the data 
referenced in the attachment.referenced in the attachment.

By typing my name, I, the By typing my name, I, the 
undersigned, certify that I am undersigned, certify that I am 
signing this document as the per-signing this document as the per-
son whose signature is required, son whose signature is required, 
or as agent of the person(s) whose or as agent of the person(s) whose 
signature would be required who signature would be required who 
has authorized me to sign this has authorized me to sign this 
document on his/her behalf, or in document on his/her behalf, or in 
both capacities. I further certify both capacities. I further certify 
that I have completed all required that I have completed all required 
fields, and that the information in fields, and that the information in 
this document is true and correct this document is true and correct 
and in compliance with the appli-and in compliance with the appli-
cable chapter of Minnesota Stat-cable chapter of Minnesota Stat-
utes. I understand that by signing utes. I understand that by signing 
this document I am subject to the this document I am subject to the 
penalties of perjury as set forth in penalties of perjury as set forth in 
Section 609.48 as if I had signed Section 609.48 as if I had signed 
this document under oath.this document under oath.
SIGNED BY: SIGNED BY: Sarah SyversonSarah Syverson
MAILING ADDRESS: MAILING ADDRESS: None None 
Pro-videdPro-vided
EMAIL FOR OFFICIAL NO-EMAIL FOR OFFICIAL NO-
TICES: TICES: sarah.syverson@syver-sarah.syverson@syver-
sontax.comsontax.com
Work Item: 1309072000025Work Item: 1309072000025
Original File Number: Original File Number: 
13090720000251309072000025
STATE OF MINNESOTASTATE OF MINNESOTA
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 
OF STATEOF STATE
FILEDFILED
04/13/202204/13/2022
11:59 PM11:59 PM
/s/ Steve Simon/s/ Steve Simon
Secretary of StateSecretary of State
(Published in the (Published in the PatriotPatriot: : 
04/23/22; 04/30/22).04/23/22; 04/30/22).
______________________________________________________

Office of the Minnesota Office of the Minnesota 
Secretary of StateSecretary of State

Certificate of Assumed NameCertificate of Assumed Name
Minnesota Statutes, Minnesota Statutes, 

Chapter 333Chapter 333
The filing of an assumed The filing of an assumed 

name does not provide a user with name does not provide a user with 
exclusive rights to that name. The exclusive rights to that name. The 
filing is required for consumer filing is required for consumer 
protection in order to enable cus-protection in order to enable cus-
tomers to be able to identify the tomers to be able to identify the 
true owner of a business.true owner of a business.
ASSUMED NAME: ASSUMED NAME: Casa Can-Casa Can-
tinatina
PRINCIPAL PLACE OF BUSI-PRINCIPAL PLACE OF BUSI-
NESS: NESS: 1607 S 12th Street Princ-1607 S 12th Street Princ-
eton MN 55371 USAeton MN 55371 USA
NAMEHOLDER(S):NAMEHOLDER(S):
Name: Name: 
United States Distilled Products United States Distilled Products 
Co.Co.
Address: Address: 

1607 S 12th Street Princeton MN 1607 S 12th Street Princeton MN 
55371 USA55371 USA

If you submit an attachment, If you submit an attachment, 
it will be incorporated into this it will be incorporated into this 
document. If the attachment con-document. If the attachment con-
flicts with the information specif-flicts with the information specif-
ically set forth in this document, ically set forth in this document, 
this document supersedes the data this document supersedes the data 
referenced in the attachment.referenced in the attachment.

By typing my name, I, the un-By typing my name, I, the un-
dersigned, certify that I am sign-dersigned, certify that I am sign-
ing this document as the person ing this document as the person 
whose signature is required, or whose signature is required, or 
as agent of the person(s) whose as agent of the person(s) whose 
signature would be required who signature would be required who 
has authorized me to sign this has authorized me to sign this 
document on his/her behalf, or in document on his/her behalf, or in 
both capacities. I further certify both capacities. I further certify 
that I have completed all required that I have completed all required 
fields, and that the information in fields, and that the information in 
this document is true and correct this document is true and correct 
and in compliance with the appli-and in compliance with the appli-
cable chapter of Minnesota Stat-cable chapter of Minnesota Stat-
utes. I understand that by signing utes. I understand that by signing 
this document I am subject to the this document I am subject to the 
penalties of perjury as set forth in penalties of perjury as set forth in 
Section 609.48 as if I had signed Section 609.48 as if I had signed 
this document under oath.this document under oath.
SIGNED BY: SIGNED BY: Patricia PelzerPatricia Pelzer
MAILING ADDRESS: MAILING ADDRESS: None Pro-None Pro-
videdvided
EMAIL FOR OFFICIAL NO-EMAIL FOR OFFICIAL NO-
TICES: TICES: govtregs@usdp.comgovtregs@usdp.com
Work Item: 1309918600023Work Item: 1309918600023
Original File Number: Original File Number: 
13099186000231309918600023
STATE OF MINNESOTASTATE OF MINNESOTA
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 
OF STATEOF STATE
FILEDFILED
04/18/202204/18/2022
11:59 PM11:59 PM
/s/ Steve Simon/s/ Steve Simon
Secretary of StateSecretary of State
(Published in the (Published in the PatriotPatriot: : 
04/23/22; 04/30/22).04/23/22; 04/30/22).
______________________________________________________

Office of the Minnesota 
Secretary of State

Certificate of Assumed Name
Minnesota Statutes, 

Chapter 333
The filing of an assumed 

name does not provide a user with 
exclusive rights to that name. The 
filing is required for consumer 
protection in order to enable cus-
tomers to be able to identify the 
true owner of a business.
ASSUMED NAME: Flying Blue
PRINCIPAL PLACE OF BUSI-
NESS: 1607 S 12th Street Princ-
eton MN 55371 USA
NAMEHOLDER(S):
Name: 
United States Distilled Products 
Co.
Address: 
1607 S 12th Street Princeton MN 
55371 USA

If you submit an attachment, 
it will be incorporated into this 
document. If the attachment con-
flicts with the information specif-
ically set forth in this document, 
this document supersedes the data 
referenced in the attachment.

By typing my name, I, the un-
dersigned, certify that I am sign-
ing this document as the person 
whose signature is required, or 
as agent of the person(s) whose 
signature would be required who 
has authorized me to sign this 
document on his/her behalf, or in 
both capacities. I further certify 
that I have completed all required 
fields, and that the information in 
this document is true and correct 
and in compliance with the appli-
cable chapter of Minnesota Stat-
utes. I understand that by signing 
this document I am subject to the 
penalties of perjury as set forth in 

Section 609.48 as if I had signed 
this document under oath.
SIGNED BY: Patricia Pelzer
MAILING ADDRESS: None Pro-
vided
EMAIL FOR OFFICIAL NO-
TICES: govtregs@usdp.com
Work Item: 1309916800025
Original File Number: 
1309916800025
STATE OF MINNESOTA
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 
OF STATE
FILED
04/18/2022
11:59 PM
/s/ Steve Simon
Secretary of State
(Published in the Patriot: 
04/23/22; 04/30/22).
___________________________

Office of the Minnesota 
Secretary of State

Certificate of Assumed Name
Minnesota Statutes, 

Chapter 333
The filing of an assumed 

name does not provide a user with 
exclusive rights to that name. The 
filing is required for consumer 
protection in order to enable cus-
tomers to be able to identify the 
true owner of a business.
ASSUMED NAME: Rock Leaf
PRINCIPAL PLACE OF BUSI-
NESS: 13230 Island View Dr 
NW Elk River MN 55330 United 
States
NAMEHOLDER(S):
Name: 
Michelle L Binsfeld
Address: 
13230 Island View Dr NW Elk 
River MN 55330 United States

If you submit an attachment, 
it will be incorporated into this 
document. If the attachment con-
flicts with the information specif-
ically set forth in this document, 
this document supersedes the data 
referenced in the attachment.

By typing my name, I, the un-
dersigned, certify that I am sign-
ing this document as the person 
whose signature is required, or 
as agent of the person(s) whose 
signature would be required who 
has authorized me to sign this 
document on his/her behalf, or in 
both capacities. I further certify 
that I have completed all required 
fields, and that the information in 
this document is true and correct 
and in compliance with the appli-
cable chapter of Minnesota Stat-
utes. I understand that by signing 
this document I am subject to the 
penalties of perjury as set forth in 
Section 609.48 as if I had signed 
this document under oath.
SIGNED BY: Michelle Binsfeld
MAILING ADDRESS: 13230 Is-
land View Dr NW Elk River MN 
55330 United States
EMAIL FOR OFFICIAL NO-
TICES: binsfeldshelly@gmail.
com
Work Item: 1311243400024
Original File Number: 
1311243400024
STATE OF MINNESOTA
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 
OF STATE
FILED
04/26/2022
11:59 PM
/s/ Steve Simon
Secretary of State
(Published in the Patriot: 
04/30/22; 05/07/22).
___________________________

Office of the Minnesota 
Secretary of State

Certificate of Assumed Name
Minnesota Statutes, 

Chapter 333
The filing of an assumed 

name does not provide a user with 
exclusive rights to that name. The 
filing is required for consumer 
protection in order to enable cus-
tomers to be able to identify the 
true owner of a business.
ASSUMED NAME: Rock Leaf 
Water Environmental
PRINCIPAL PLACE OF BUSI-
NESS: 13230 Island View Dr 
NW Elk River MN 55330 United 
States
NAMEHOLDER(S):
Name: 
Michelle L Binsfeld
Address: 
13230 Island View Dr NW Elk 
River MN 55330 United States

If you submit an attachment, 
it will be incorporated into this 
document. If the attachment con-
flicts with the information specif-
ically set forth in this document, 
this document supersedes the data 
referenced in the attachment.

By typing my name, I, the un-
dersigned, certify that I am sign-
ing this document as the person 
whose signature is required, or 
as agent of the person(s) whose 
signature would be required who 
has authorized me to sign this 
document on his/her behalf, or in 
both capacities. I further certify 
that I have completed all required 
fields, and that the information in 
this document is true and correct 
and in compliance with the appli-
cable chapter of Minnesota Stat-
utes. I understand that by signing 
this document I am subject to the 
penalties of perjury as set forth in 
Section 609.48 as if I had signed 
this document under oath.
SIGNED BY: Michelle Binsfeld
MAILING ADDRESS: 13230 Is-
land View Dr NW Elk River MN 
55330 United States
EMAIL FOR OFFICIAL NO-
TICES: binsfeldshelly@gmail.
com
Work Item: 1311243200020
Original File Number: 
1311243200020
STATE OF MINNESOTA
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 
OF STATE
FILED
04/26/2022
11:59 PM
/s/ Steve Simon
Secretary of State
(Published in the Patriot: 
04/30/22; 05/07/22).
___________________________

NOTICE OF ASSOCIATION NOTICE OF ASSOCIATION 
LIEN FORECLOSURE SALELIEN FORECLOSURE SALE

WHEREAS, default has been WHEREAS, default has been 
made in the terms and conditions made in the terms and conditions 
of the Declaration of Harrison’s of the Declaration of Harrison’s 
Cove Homeowners Association Cove Homeowners Association 
(henceforth the Declaration) dated (henceforth the Declaration) dated 
August 11, 2003 and recorded in August 11, 2003 and recorded in 
the office of the County Recorder the office of the County Recorder 
in and for Sherburne County, in and for Sherburne County, 
Minnesota on August 18, 2003 Minnesota on August 18, 2003 
as Document No. 518022 which as Document No. 518022 which 
said Lien covers the following said Lien covers the following 
described property situated in the described property situated in the 
County of Sherburne and State of County of Sherburne and State of 
Minnesota, to-wit:Minnesota, to-wit:

Lot 4, Block 10, Harrisons Lot 4, Block 10, Harrisons 
Cove, CIC No. 39, according Cove, CIC No. 39, according 
to the plat thereof on file and to the plat thereof on file and 
of record in the Office of the of record in the Office of the 

Sherburne County Recorder.Sherburne County Recorder.
Street Address: 677 Street Address: 677 
Independence Drive, Big Independence Drive, Big 
Lake, MN Lake, MN 
PID #65-520-1008PID #65-520-1008

WHEREAS,  pursuant WHEREAS,  pursuant 
to said Declaration, there is to said Declaration, there is 
claimed to be due and owing claimed to be due and owing 
as of the date of this Notice by as of the date of this Notice by 
Nicole Nelson as unit owner to Nicole Nelson as unit owner to 
Harrison’s Cove Homeowners Harrison’s Cove Homeowners 
Association, the principal amount Association, the principal amount 
of Three Thousand One Hundred of Three Thousand One Hundred 
Twenty-seven Dollars and 84/100 Twenty-seven Dollars and 84/100 
($3,127.84) for assessments ($3,127.84) for assessments 
through March, 2022; and no through March, 2022; and no 
action being now pending at law action being now pending at law 
or otherwise to recover said debt or otherwise to recover said debt 
or any part thereof, and;or any part thereof, and;

WHEREAS, pursuant to said WHEREAS, pursuant to said 
Declaration, said debt creates a Declaration, said debt creates a 
lien upon said premises in favor lien upon said premises in favor 
of Harrison’s Cove Homeowners of Harrison’s Cove Homeowners 
Association. Association. 

 NOW, THEREFORE,  NOW, THEREFORE, 
notice is hereby given that notice is hereby given that 
by virtue of the power of sale by virtue of the power of sale 
created by statute, said lien will created by statute, said lien will 
be foreclosed by the sale of said be foreclosed by the sale of said 
premises with the hereditaments premises with the hereditaments 
and appurtenances, which said and appurtenances, which said 
sale will be made by the Sheriff sale will be made by the Sheriff 
of Sherburne County, Minnesota of Sherburne County, Minnesota 
at Sheriff’s Main Reception in the at Sheriff’s Main Reception in the 
Sherburne County Government Sherburne County Government 
Center, 13880 Business Center Center, 13880 Business Center 
Dr. NW, Suite 100, in the City of Dr. NW, Suite 100, in the City of 
Elk River in said County on May Elk River in said County on May 
18, 2022 at 10:00 a.m., at public 18, 2022 at 10:00 a.m., at public 
auction to the highest bidder, for auction to the highest bidder, for 
cash, to pay the amount then due cash, to pay the amount then due 
for said assessments, together with for said assessments, together with 
the costs of foreclosure, including the costs of foreclosure, including 
attorney’s fees as allowed by attorney’s fees as allowed by 
law. The time allowed by law for law. The time allowed by law for 
redemption by the unit owner, redemption by the unit owner, 
her personal representatives or her personal representatives or 
assigns, is six (6) months from the assigns, is six (6) months from the 
date of said sale.date of said sale.

TIME AND DATE TO TIME AND DATE TO 
VACATE PROPERTY: If the real VACATE PROPERTY: If the real 
estate is an owner-occupied single-estate is an owner-occupied single-
family dwelling, unless otherwise family dwelling, unless otherwise 
provided by law, the date on or provided by law, the date on or 
before which the unit owners must before which the unit owners must 
vacate the property if the lien is vacate the property if the lien is 
not reinstated under section 580.30 not reinstated under section 580.30 
or the property is not redeemed or the property is not redeemed 
under section 580.23 is 11:59 under section 580.23 is 11:59 
p.m. on November 18, 2022. If p.m. on November 18, 2022. If 
the foregoing date is a Saturday, the foregoing date is a Saturday, 
Sunday or legal holiday, then the Sunday or legal holiday, then the 
date to vacate the property is the date to vacate the property is the 
next business day at 11:59 p.m. next business day at 11:59 p.m. 
Dated:   March 21, 2022Dated:   March 21, 2022
HARRISON’S COVE HOME-      HARRISON’S COVE HOME-      

    OWNERS ASSOCIATION 	    OWNERS ASSOCIATION 	
FULLER, SEAVER & FULLER, SEAVER & 
SWANSON, P.A.SWANSON, P.A.
By: /s/ Timothy D. Fuller     32694By: /s/ Timothy D. Fuller     32694
12400 Portland Avenue South, 12400 Portland Avenue South, 
Suite 132 Suite 132 
Burnsville, MN 55337 Burnsville, MN 55337 
(952) 890-0888(952) 890-0888
Attorneys for Harrison’s Cove Attorneys for Harrison’s Cove 
Homeowners AssociationHomeowners Association  
(Published in the (Published in the PatriotPatriot: : 
03/26/22; 04/02/22; 04/09/22; 03/26/22; 04/02/22; 04/09/22; 
04/16/22; 04/23/22; 04/30/22).04/16/22; 04/23/22; 04/30/22).
______________________________________________________
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Public Notices
Township Public Notices

Town of Becker, Sherburne County, Minnesota
Notice of Public Hearing

Notice is hereby given that the Becker Town Board will hold 
their monthly meeting at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, May 16, 2022 at 
Becker Town Hall, 12165 Hancock Street.  The Town Board will 
hold public hearings regarding the following:

7:10 p.m. Building Code Ordinance – Clarification of lan-
guage as it relates to soil boring requirements.  

Anyone interested in this item is encouraged to attend and 
comment at the Public Hearing.  If you are unable to attend please 
provide written comment to Lucinda Messman at PO Box 248, 
Becker, MN  55308 or by e-mail to clerk@beckertownship.org by 
4:00 p.m. on May 16, 2022. 
Lucinda Messman
Becker Township Clerk
(Published in the Patriot: 04/30/22).

BECKER JOINT PLANNING BOARD
ORDINANCE 2022-01  

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 5: DEFINI-
TIONS; SECTION 7: AGRICULTURAL; SECTION 8: GEN-
ERAL RURAL; SECTION 16: GENERAL PERFORMANCE 

STANDARDS; SECTION 17: SPECIAL PROVISIONS OF 
THE BECKER JOINT PLANNING BOARD ZONING OR-

DINANCE
The following official summary of the amendments listed in 

Ordinance 2022-01 has been approved by the Joint Planning Board 
of the Town of Becker as clearly informing the public of the intent 
and effect of the ordinance.  

Town of Becker Joint Planning Board Zoning Ordinance
The Becker Joint Planning Board does hereby amend the Becker 
Joint Planning Zoning Ordinance as follows:  
1.	 Section 5, Definitions, Home Business and Home Occupation 

definitions shall be amended to delete the current definitions 
and reference new definitions and categories in Section 17.

2.	 Section 7, Agricultural District, shall be amended to include 
home businesses as Interim Use Permits.

3.	 Section 8, General Rural District, shall be amended to include 
home businesses as Interim Use Permits.

4.	 Section 16, General Performance Standards, shall be amended 
to remove Home Occupations and Home Business in Acces-
sory Structures from the section.

5.	 Section 17, Special Provisions, shall be amended to include 
new definitions of In-Home Businesses, Site-Based Busi-
nesses, and On-Site Businesses along with standards and per-
mitting requirements for each category.

A printed copy of the entire ordinance is available for inspec-
tion by any person at Becker Town Hall, 12165 Hancock Street, 
Becker, MN, or Becker City Hall, 12060 Sherburne Avenue, 
Becker, MN during office hours.  Or by viewing on the Becker 
Township Website at www.beckertownship.org/ordinance.html or 
by emailing clerk@beckertownship.org.  
Brad Wilkening, Chair, Joint Planning Board
Attest:  Lucinda Messman, Clerk
(Published in the Patriot: 04/30/22). 
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Citizens Alliance Bank seeks applicants
for the following positions:

Loan Offi cer – Clara City 
Insurance Agent – Clara City
Loan Admin Clerk – Clara City, Granite Falls
Credit Analyst – Clara City
Core Applications Specialist – Clara City
Controller – Howard Lake
Loan Servicing Specialist – Clara City, Howard Lake

To view our job posting or Apply Online please visit:
citizensalliancebank.com/careers

Citizens Alliance Bank is an EEOC of Protected Veterans & Individuals with Disabilities

WE’RE HIRING!

By Mary Nehring,
Contributing Writer

Clear Lake Township 
Chair Gary Gray welcomed 
everybody to the CVBC 
meeting held at the new Clear 
Lake Township Hall Thurs-
day, April 14th. The meeting 
was called to order by CVBC 
President Glenna Soenneker. 
Glenna introduced all cur-
rent CVBC Board Members. 
Each business introduced 
themselves. City reports were 
shared. April Vasecka (Irri-
gation Management) gave a 
report from the Clearwater 
Parks Committee, including 
an update on a mural that is 
being completed on Spring 
St. and reported an artist had 
been found to complete the 
mural. John Dufour was pres-
ent and discussed a rugby 
group that is wanting to put 
together a youth league to 
play this spring and summer 
at the field near El Dorado 
Park in Clearwater (to include 
players from St. Cloud area, 
as well). 

An EDA update was 
given by Lori Johnson (Root 
of Wellness and CVBC Vice 
President) and Jenny Mass-
mann (American Heritage 
Bank and CVBC Secretary). 
A new website for the city of 
Clearwater will officially go 
“live” once a few items have 
been updated. New “Wel-
come to Clearwater” signs 
are being designed along with 
discussion on locations where 
they will be placed. A discus-
sion is in the initial stages 
with ideas on the frontage 
road in front of Tom’s Auto 
Repair, CW Tire & Auto, 
Subway, etc.. The EDA is 
being proactive in looking at 
possible solutions to relocate 
the road in case MNDOT 
would decide to close it off. 

Bud Stimmler gave an 
update on Clear Lake news, 
including playground equip-
ment being purchased for the 
park located by the township 
hall. They are also construct-
ing a pavilion later this spring. 
This was made possible with 
a large donation from the 
Clear Lake Lions. 

Sherburne County Com-
mander of Operations, Bob 
Stangler was on hand to give 
the group an update on Sher-
burne County happenings. 
Bob also informed the group 
he will be retiring at the end 
of May after 29 ½ years. He 
gave a shout out to the Clear 
Lake Fire Department for all 
the responses they completed. 

Eron Bordson (Clear-
water Family Chiropractic) 
and CVBC Treasurer, gave 
a report on CVBC finances 
and provided a copy of the 
general ledger for everybody 

to review. Some annual dues 
have been deposited and 
some expenses were reported 
from advertising, chili cook-
off supplies and the permit 
fee for the Expo. Jean Scher-
mer made the first motion to 
approve and 2nd by Chelsie 
Lortz. All in favor. 

Annual dues for CVBC 
membership were discussed. 
$50 dues are payable to 
CVBC treasurer Eron Bord-
son. Membership also in-
cludes listing in Clearwater 
Community Guide published 
by Patriot Newspaper in 
May annually. Membership 
also allows businesses to host 
a table at the annual CVBC 
Business Expo held in May at 
Clearwater Legion. Members 
are also encouraged to donate 
items to the newly formed 
Welcome to the Community 
packets. 

Meeting minutes from 
January’s meeting were 
provided for everybody to 
review. The minutes were 
approved by Dave Fogal and 
second by Caleb Haag. All 
were in favor. CVBC Vice 
President Lori Johnson gave 
the group an update on the 
annual CVBC Business Expo 
taking place Sunday, May 
1st from 10am to 1pm at the 
Clearwater Legion. 

An update on the Wel-

come to the Community 
Packet project was given to 
the group by Pastor David 
Fogal of Tri County Alli-
ance Church of Clearwater. 
He asked for an additional 
30 items from each business 
donating to the welcome 
packets. Donations for the 
welcome packets can be 
dropped off at one of the fol-
lowing locations: American 
Heritage Bank (Clearwater), 
Royal Renovations (Clear 
Lake) or Tri-County Alliance 
Church (Clearwater). Pastor 
Fogal also thanked the mem-
bers of the committee for all 
their help: Glenna Soenneker, 
Michael Loften, Rudy Meyer, 
Mary Nehring and Becky 
Anerud. 

Alyx Johnson (CVBC 
Social Media Coordinator) 
and Chelsie Lortz (Glass 
Slipper, Clearwater) updated 
the group with information 
they put together for Music 
in the Park events planned 
for Clearwater this summer. 
They would like to have the 
events at El Dorado Park 
every Thursday from 6 
p.m. to 9 p.m. from June 2 
until August 25. They have 
reached out to local bands 
and food vendors and have 
received support. They have 
also researched information 
on event insurance which will 

be $120-170 per event. They 
also presented information on 
hosting Movies in the Park 
which would take place on 
Fridays. They have different 
sponsorship levels for busi-
nesses to participate in. They 
also asked CVBC for funds 
to cover a $160 projector 
screen to advertise the spon-
soring businesses during the 
events and funds to also cover 
$25 permits for each event 
(12 events x $25= $300). 
First motion made by John 
Koshiol (Now IT Connects) 
to approve the funds ($460) 
to help sponsor the MITP and 
second motion made by Mi-
chael Loften (American Heri-
tage Bank). All were in favor. 

The next CVBC meet-
ing will be Thursday, July 14 
at St Cloud/ Clearwater RV 
Park. 

BOB STANGLER (Sherburne County Sheriff’s Office) Bud Stimmler (Clear Lake 
Township Supervisor) and CVBC officers Alyx Johnson - CVBC Social Media Coordi-
nator (Johnson Materials) , Lori Johnson - CVBC Vice President (Root of Wellness), 
CVBC President Glenna Soenneker (Mary Kay Cosmetics), CVBC Secretary  Jenny 
Massman (American Heritage Bank) and CVBC Treasurer Eron Bordson (Clearwater 
Family Chiropractic). (Photo by Mary Nehring.)

CVBC quarterly meeting held at new Clear Lake Twp. hall

RUGBY LEAGUE. John DuFour 
of Feeders Rugby is in the planning 
stages for a rugby league forming 
with games to be held at Eldorado 
Park in Clearwater on Thursday 
nights. The tentative spring schedule 
is as follows: Thursday, April 23rd vs 
St. Paul Pigs; April 30th vs Banshees; 
May 7 vs Fairbault/Rochester; May 14 
vs Red River and May 28th vs Sioux 
Falls. (Photo by Mary Nehring.)

 CVBC OFFICERS & BOARD. Board member Lori Norlien, Norlien Fine Art; Board member Jean Schermer, Lake Central 
Bank; Board Member Roger Maleska, MN Wearables; CVBC President Glenna Soenneker, Mary Kay Cosmetics; CVBC Vice Pres-
ident Lori Johnson, Root of Wellness, CVBC Treasurer Eron Bordson, Clearwater Family Chriopractic; CVBC Secretary Jenny 
Massman, American Heritage Bank.(Photo by Mary Nehring.)

By Ken Francis,
Contributing Writer

It didn’t take long for 
the Sherburne County Board 
to make its decision on new 
county commissioner dis-
trict lines, or the terms each 
district commissioner will 
serve.

After a brief 10-minute 
discussion at a special com-
missioner meeting Tuesday, 
members of the board voted 
to approve a revised com-
missioner district map that 
sets the district boundaries 
for the next 10 years.

Tuesday’s meeting was 
necessary because the board 
had tabled its vote a week 
earlier. Commissioner Tim 
Dolan was not present  that 
meeting, and one of the is-
sues within the redistricting 
vote was the term length for 
each commissioner district. 
Rather than vote without 
Dolan’s input, the board ta-
bled the vote until Tuesday, 
which was also the deadline 
for setting the new district 
lines.

At the opening of the 
meeting Administrator Bruce 
Messelt told the board the 
only redistricting  map that  
that is considered viable is 
Option 1, which adjusts the 
City of Elk River Precincts 
to accommodate changes in 
population.

Redistricting is neces-
sary after each census to as-
sure the county’s population 
has equal representation. 
Statutes require that each dis-
trict has an equal population 
number, with a variance of 
no more than 10% between 
districts.

The other four options 

that were being considered 
would have required moving 
boundaries lines based on 
actions by townships to alter 
their precincts. Auditor/Trea-
surer Diane Arnold said the 
townships were not willing 
to make those changes.

Because of the new 
map being adopted by the 
board, four of the five com-
missioner districts would 
have a population change 
of more than five percent. 
Under state statute, that 
change automatically trig-
gers the requirement to hold 
an election in those districts 
in the same year. So part of 
Tuesday’s discussion was 
about the length of terms in 
each district. Messelt said 
the requirement is three four-
year terms and two two-year 
terms.

When the discussion 
began, Commissioner Felix 

Schmiesing (Dist. 4) said 
he had two consecutive 
two-year terms once be-
fore because of redistrict-
ing. Schmiesing, who has 
announced he will not be 
seeking re-election, said he 
would like whoever was 
elected in his district to have 
time to learn the job.

“It wouldn’t be fair for 
me to determine a two-year 
term for the next commis-
sioner,” he said. “It would be 
the easy way to do it, but I 
don’t think it would be fair.”

Commissioner Dolan 
(Dist. 4) said he had a dis-
cussion with Commissioner 
Barbara Burandt (Dist. 1) 
about the issue. He said since 
both he and Burandt serve 
part of Elk River, it would be 
better not to have the terms 
of both of them up for elec-
tion at the same time.

“She (Burandt) had ex-

pressed her willingness to 
take a two-year term and 
split Elk River into alternate 
terms, so the entire City of 
Elk River is not turning over 
both commissioners that rep-
resent them on the same elec-
tion cycle,” he said. “That 
would solve the problem for 
one of the two-year terms.”

For the other two-year 
term, since Commissioner 
Lisa Fobbe (Dist. 5) is not 
up for election this year, her 
term expires in 2024. The 
board agreed to have her 
district’s term be set at two 
years at that time.

After the board voted, 
Messelt said the resolution 
would first be filed with the 
auditor/treasurer, then with 
the secretary of state’s office.

He said filings for candi-
dates for the four districts up 
for election begins May 17.

MAP ADOPTED for the new commissioner district boundaries with populations for each district. The only changes from 
the old map are ward line changes in the City of Elk River. (Submitted image.)

Commissioners settle district lines, terms



 Page 4B • Patriot, Saturday, April 30, 2022
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Clear Lake, MN

FUNERAL HOME • CREMATION SERVICES

www.williamsdingmann.com

FAMILY FUNERAL HOMES

SPONSORED BY:

8852 Cty Rd 23
Becker, MN 

Phone:
763.261.5656

Ralph du Monceaux, Owner
Free Loaners ~ Free Estimates 

~ Honest Work

763-261-5656
Ralph’s
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• BECKER
Grace Lutheran Church (LCMS)
Pastor: David M. Johnson, 763-262-7782, 11185 27th Ave SE. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am, Sun. School 10:30am, Wed. J.U.M.P. 6pm.
Becker Baptist Church
Pastors: Nathan Bucher (Senior), Kevin Drehmel (Youth) & Amy Drehmel 
(Dir. of Child/Fam. Ministry), 763-261-4202, 11951 Hancock St. Services: 
Sun. Worship/Children 10:30am, Sun. School 9:15am, Wed. AWANA/
Youth Group 6:30pm during school year. www.beckerbaptist.org. 
Becker Evangelical Free Church
Pastors: Gerald Deppa (Interim Senior), Chris Salvevold (Youth), 763-261-
4125, Becker High School, Office: 11373 150th Ave SE. Services: Sun. 
Worship/Teaching/Fellowship 10am.
Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 12100 Sherburne Ave. Services: Sat. 
Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8:30am & 10:30am. Masses held 1st, 3rd & 5th Sun-
days of the month. (Masses held on 2nd & 4th Sundays in Big Lake).
Faith (Becker) Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Yolanda Denson-Byers & Vicar Molly Wills, 763-261-5751, 11755 
Sherburne Ave. Services: Sun. Worship 9:30 am, Sun. School 8:30am, 
Wed. Confirmation 5:30pm, Senior High Youth Group 1st & 3rd Wed. 6pm  
www.faithlutheran-becker.org.
Oakwood Community Church Assemblies of God
Pastors: Gerry Bass & Sarah, 763-220-6004, 13140 1st St (SW Corner of 
Becker Furniture World). Services: Sun. Bible Study/Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Snake River Free Church
Pastor: Steve Johnston, 612-219-8648, 180th St SE. Services: Sun. Worship/
Sun. School 10:30am., Hymn Sing is second Sun. of every month.
Becker Christian Center & Abundant Grace Church
Pastor: Ken Hanson, 763-262-2177, 15455 59th St SE. Services: Sun. Praise 
& Worship 9:30am, Wed. Family Fellowship 7pm.
Beacon House of Prayer
Pastors: Brian & Linda Holmes, 763-263-3771, 12264 Pleasant Ave. Ser-
vices: Thurs. Worship 6:30pm.
Free Grace United
Pastor: Kevin Wilson, 763-245-0001, Becker High School, 12000 Hancock 
St, Enter door 11. Services: Wed. Worship 6:30pm.

• BIG LAKE
Acts Seventh-Day Adventists Community Church
Pastor: Bill Nixon, 763-263-2287, 20455 187th Ave NW. Services: Sat. 
Worship 9am, Sat. Sabbath School 10:15am.
Bethany Bible Church
763-263-2167, 511 Eagle Lake Road. Services: Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Bridgeview Assembly of God
Pastor: Steve Royalty, 763-263-6274, 20500 County Road 11. Services: 
Sun. Worship 10am, Wed. Service 6:30pm.
SVEA Hill Covenant Church
Pastor: Don Bellach, 763-263-6322, 16392 235th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Cornerstone Baptist Church
Pastor: Gordon Langdon, 763-263-7878, 15300 County Road 35. 
Hope Lutheran Church (ELCA) in Orrock
763-262-0028. www.hopeintherefuge.weebly.com.
IFLESIA AMOR VIVIENTE Living Love Church
Pastores: Juan & Patricia Aguayo, 763-607-5403, 21 Lake St N. Services: 
Sat. 6pm.
Lord of Glory Lutheran Church
Pastor: Marty Mably, 763-263-3090, 15550 190th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
8am & 10am.
Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 440 Lake St N. Services: Sat. Mass 
5pm; Sun. 8:30am & 10:30am. Masses held on 2nd & 4th Sundays of the 
month (Masses held on 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays in Becker).
Riverside Church
Online: www.myrc.church, 763-263-2410, 20314 County Road 14. Ser-
vices: Sun 8:45am, 10:30am & 12:05pm.
Saron Lutheran Church
Pastor: Kyle Sidlo, 763-263-2209, 311 Lake St. S. Services: Sun. Worship 

9:30am, indoors or livestream.

• SANTIAGO
South Santiago Lutheran Church ELCA
Pastor: Daryl Thul, 763-662-2048, 14675 37th St. Services: Sun. 8am in 
Sanctury Worship, 10am in Sanctuary. Audio broadcast in parking lot for 
both services.
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church E.L.S. & Princeton Evangelical School
Pastor: Timothy Zenda, 763-662-2570, 18977 17th St. Services: Sun. 
School/Bible Class 10:30am, Divine Worship 9am.
Glendorado Lutheran (ELCA)
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Shari Routh, 920-573-0193, 1100 186th Ave NE. Services: Sun 
Good Shepherd 9am, Sun. Glendorado 10:30am.
Gethsemane Church (ELCA) – Ronneby
Pastor: Barbara Peterson, 320-983-5002, 14478 78th St. NE. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Glendorado Evangelical Country Church
Pastor: Sam Alfano, 763-662-2244, 16999 Glendorado Road NE. Services: 
Sun. School 9:30am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• CLEAR LAKE
Living Waters Church
Pastor: Mark Stahl, 320-292-0250, 7830 Church St. Services: Sun. Worship 
10am, Wed. Bible Study 6:30pm.
Trinity Lutheran Church Missouri Synod
Pastor: Josh Reber, 320-743-2919, 8641 Main Ave. Services: Sun. Worship 
8:45am, Sun. School 9:45am.
SHED Church - Non-Denomination in Palmer
Pastor: TBD, 320-241-0123, Palmer Town Hall, 4180 105th Ave. Services: 
Sun. 5pm.
St. Marcus Catholic Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-743-2481, 8701 Main Ave. Services: Mon.  
& Wed. Mass 8am, Sat. Confessions 4:15pm, Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. 8am.

• DUELM
St. Lawrence Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-968-7502, 10915 Duelm Road NE. Ser-
vices: Sun. Mass 10am, Tues. Mass 8am.

• CLEARWATER
Clearwater United Methodist Church
Pastor: Alison Hendley, 320-558-2581, 405 Main St. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9:30am.
Freedom Bible Church
605 Lime St. (Old Clearwater Post Office). Services: Sun. Bible Study 
9:30am & 6pm, Sun. Worship 10:45am, Wed. Bible Study 7pm.
Rejoice Lutheran Church – ELCA
Pastor: Jim Bump, 320-558-6851, 1155 County Road 75.  
Services: Sun. School that begins in Worship 9:30am.  
Livestream worship at Rejoice’s Youtube Channel,  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsJGuBda4orT9TWYii5wmGw
Church of St. Luke
Father: Dennis Backer, 320-558-2124, 17545 Huber Ave NW. Services: 
Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8am & 10am, Weekday Mass Tues.-Fri. 8am/
Sat. 9am.
Tri-County Alliance Church
Pastor: David Fogal, 320-558-2750, 8464 160th St NW. Services: Sun. 
School 9am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• SILVER CREEK
Immanuel Lutheran Church
Pastor: Ken Tatkenhorst, 763-878-2820, 11390 Elliot Ave NW. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am
Silver Creek Community Church
Pastor: Zach Pryor, 320-963-3957, 4282 114th St NW. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9am, Sun. Fellowship 10am, Sun. School 10:30am. 

RYAN HUBBARD
763-263-8334 

RESIDENTIAL  • COMMERCIAL - AGRICULTURAL

6715 125th Ave - Clear Lake, MN
320.743.2387 • Cell: 320.290.9843

Scott & Tonia Ulsby

KEN GEROUX CONSTRUCTION
C O R P O R A T I O N

Integrity • Excellence
Uncompromising Customer Satisfaction

Lic. #BC002757
Big Lake • 763-263-6878

Order Online!

Becker Pizza Depot
The Area’s Best Pizza -- Ask Anyone!

14281 Bank Street, Becker • 763-262-2700
www.BeckerPizzaDepot.com • Facebook: Pizza Depot

Pizza, Wings & More

290 EAGLE LAKE RD. N. BIG LAKE
763-263-3262 • WWW.CORNEROAKSDENTAL.COM

FAMILY & COSMETIC DENTISTRY

DR. REED DILL & 
DR. PETER KUEFLER

16455 122nd St Becker MN 55308

763-263-9471

Big Lake

 763-263-6350
parkdental.com
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P.O. Box 646 • Becker, MN 55308
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Towing & recovery

19640 200th Ave., Big Lake

• Family Owned 
    & Operated
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    Heavy Duty  Towing 

• Lockouts 
• Jump Starts 
• Winch Recovery

www.bobstowingandrecovery.com
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Becker Area Senior Center (BASC) Upcoming Events

BASC at Becker 
Community Center (BCC)

Mon., May 2: Open All Day; 5am-Coffee’s on.
Tues., May 3: 9am-Coffee, Conversation; 9am-500 Cards today.
Wed., May 4: Open All Day; 5am-Coffee’s on.
Thurs., May 5: 9am-Coffee, Conversation, Cards; 11am-Create a craft  
make & take Spring, Mother’s Day, Graduations all coming up.
Fri., May 6: Open all Day; 5am-Coffee’s On.

Becker Community Center: 763-200-4271
BASC Coordinator: 

Carol Brunn
Blood Pressure available 
whenever BASC is open  

Send activity/class 
opportunities to: 

basc.becker@gmail.com

 
Big Lake Senior Center

The Big Lake Senior Club 
meets Tues., 1-4pm, Big Lake 
City Hall, 160 Lake St. North. 

We would love to have you 
join us for card games, refresh-
ments  & conversation. 

For More Information Call: 
(763) 309-1010 and/or 

(763) 207-8703

Douglas Raymond Wolf-
steller, 72, passed away on 
December 21, 2021, with his 
three children by his side. Born 
in St. Cloud on November 19, 

1949, Doug lived in the Maple 
Lake/Annandale area before 
moving to Orrock as a child. 
After graduating from Big 
Lake High School Doug joined 
the United States Air Force 
where he proudly served while 
stationed in Alaska, North Da-
kota, and Florida. He spent his 
adult life working at Hoffman 
Industries, retiring after 40 
years with the company.

Doug’s children are host-
ing a celebration of his life 
on Saturday, June 25, from 11 
a.m. – 3 p.m. at the Lions Park 
in Big Lake, 21960 Co Rd. 5 
NW Big Lake, MN 55309. 

Douglas Raymond Wolfsteller, Age 72
Big Lake, MN

November 19, 1949 – December 21, 2021

May - Sherburne County - Health & Human Services - Classes are as follows:
Car Seat Distribution Classes
Tuesday, May 10, 2022, 6-7:30pm, and Thursday, May 26, 2022, 1:30-3pm at the Sherburne County Government 
Center, 13880 Business Center Drive NW, Elk River.  If eligible, residents of Sherburne County can receive a car 
seat for a $20 suggested donation. Call to find out income guidelines (families who are on WIC or children on med-
ical assistance are automatically eligible). Call to register or more information, 763-765-4111 or 1-800-433-5239.
First Steps Central MN Personal Nurses
Benton, Sherburne, Stearns, and Wright County have a team of Personal Nurses who connect with families that 
are pregnant or recently had a baby. Our Nurses offer support and information to be the best parent you can be, 
have a safe, loving home for you and your baby, connect to resources in your community to get things needed for 
your baby, and find ways to continue your education and develop job skills. The program is at no cost to you. Call 
763-276-0441 or visit www.firststepscentralmn.org for more information.
HIV testing
Free and confidential testing is available by appointment at: Sherburne County Health and Human Services, 13880 
Business Center Drive, Elk River, MN 55330. Contact our HIV tester at 763-765-4000.
Immunization/ Covid-19 Vaccine Tuesdays
Sherburne County Public Health is offering free Covid-19 Vaccine, and offering free or low-cost immunizations 
for children 18 years of age or younger and uninsured or underinsured adults 19 years and older in Minnesota 
who meet eligibility guidelines on Tuesdays from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.  Call for an appointment or more information, 
763-765-4000 or 1-800-433-5239.
Outreach in St. Cloud
The Sherburne County Wellness bus will be at Salem Lutheran Church in St. Cloud on the 2nd and 4th Wednesday 
of every month from 9:30-3pm.  HHS staff will answer questions about public assistance programs and assist 
Sherburne County residents in applying for, or maintaining, benefits.  Need Help with Food, Child Care, Medical 
Assistance, Housing, Utility Disconnects, Evictions?  Walk ins welcome!
WIC (Women, Infants & Children): is for women who are pregnant, breastfeeding, recently had a baby, 
infants, and children to their 5th birthday.  WIC provides nutrition education, breastfeeding support, healthy 
foods, and referrals to health services/community resources. The service is free, and you or your chil-
dren may be eligible.  For more information, please call 763-765-4116 or 1-800-433-5239, or check out the  
websitehttp://www.co.sherburne.mn.us/hhs/wic.php.  The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) pro-
hibits discrimination in the administration of its programs. WIC is an equal opportunity provider.
*Drop-in Childcare
Need someone to watch your children while you renew your driver’s license, attend a court hearing, apply for a 
passport, or conduct other business at the Sherburne County Government Center? Free childcare is now available 
for children ages 6 weeks -12 years.  2.5-hour time limit.  Hours of operation are Monday – Thursday 9am – 
3:30pm and Friday 9am – noon.  Parent/caregiver will be provided with a pager and must remain on premises.  
Guidelines and capacity limits apply. 

 

Spring Clean Up - Get outside 
and work with other volun-
teers on spring yard clean up 
for older adults or those with 
physical limitations. Short 
term commitment and sched-
uled in locations convenient 
to you.
 
Nature Store Volunteer - 
Help support wildlife conser-
vation through serving in the 
retail store.  Learn and help 
educate others about the Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge and US 
Fish and Wildlife Service as a 
member while serving as a part 
of a great team.
 
Service & Social Event - 
Becker
Participate in a fun service 
project packaging activity 
kits which bring sunshine and 
support to pediatric patients 
and their families. This one-
time commitment of 2-3 hours 
during National Volunteer 
Week includes free refresh-
ments and a built-in sense of 
purpose. Space is limited, get 
on the list today!

If you are interested in 
volunteering in these 

or other opportunities, please 
contact Carole: 

AmeriCorps Seniors RSVP 
763-765-3036  

rsvp@ci.stcloud.mn.us 
www.ci.stcloud.mn.us/rsvp

www.patriotnewsmn.com

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 5/1/2022 Central

Become a Math Tutor! 

Math multiplies future 
opportunities! Learn more 
about becoming a tutor at

Join.ReadingandMath.org

More ads on next page>
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SENIOR & MILITARY
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50 CALLERS!**

*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  **Offer valid at time of estimate only  
2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter 
as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at 
LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  
License# 50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  
License# 2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC 
License# H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registra-
tion# 366920918 Registration# PC6475  Registration# IR731804  Registration# 13VH09953900  Registration# PA069383  Suffolk 
HIC  License# 52229-H  License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

1-855-577-1268CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

BACKED BY A YEAR-ROUND 
CLOG-FREE GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm,  
Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

BOGO  
40% OFF
ENDS 5/31

833-896-0016
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