
By Penny Leuthard, 
Contributing Writer

Students at Clearview 
Elementary will begin the 
new school year in a hybrid 
environment after the St. 
Cloud Area School Board 
approved hybrid learn-
ing model, which follows 
the Governor’s ‘Stay Safe 
Minnesota’ model based on 
local health data.

Parents also have the 
option to enroll their chil-
dren in the district’s Dis-
tance Learning Academy, 
which provides students 
with a fully online learning 
opportunity, available to 
families with children who 
are four years old through 
12th grade.

The 100% distance 
learning option will pro-

vide students education in 
all required state standards, 
English Learner and special 
education services, elective 
opportunities in alignment 
with the Minnesota Dept. 
of Education (MDE) guide-
lines. 

For students enrolled 
in St. Cloud District 742’s 
hybrid model, including 
Clearview, details of the 
plan are:

• Pre-school: Students 
will learn in school two 
days a week, attending on 
Monday/Wednesday or 
Tuesday/Thursday.

• Elementary: Grades 
K-2 will learn in school 
four days a week, Mon-
day-Thursday, while fol-
lowing social distancing 
and 50% capacity guide-
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UPCOMING
PASTOR ROB RETIREMENT

Check back next week to see 
photos and a re-cap of Becker 

Baptist’s Pastor Rob Olsen 
retirement party that occurred 

Sunday at the church!

SCHOOL SPORTS
The weekend of Sept. 12, the Pa-
triot will be featuring a fall sports 

preview for area schools de-
picting the new rules associated 
with the upcoming seasons, who 
the coaches and players are and 

when the seasons kick off.

FUTURE GUIDES
The Patriot is working on several 

exciting projects over the next 
few months including our annual 
Fall Home Guide, our Fall Sports 
Previews, our new and exciting 

Explore Big Lake guide and a spe-
cial publication to honor veterans 
in a centennial American Legion 
Guide. Call our office to find out 
how you can be a part of these 

great publications! 
763-275-0275.

THE BECKER 
LIBARY IS OPEN! 
Just this week it was 
announced the Becker 
branch is now open for 
all their regular library 
services without an ap-
pointment. See story on 
page 13.

NEWS & 
ADVERTISING 

DEADLINES
NEWS DEADLINES

With the newspaper wrap up 
occurring Wednesday evening, all 
news items submitted to run that 
Saturday must reach our office by 

Wednesday morning by 11 a.m.

SPORTS DEADLINES
Coaches and assistants are 

expected to contact our sports 
writers by Wednesday morning, 
11 a.m. at the latest to have their 

information included in that 
week’s publication.

CLASSIFIEDS DEADLINES
Information for classifieds need to 
be submitted to our staff by noon 
Wednesday to be included in that 

week’s publication of the PATRIOT.

CONTACT US
LEGALS/CLASSIFIEDS/OBITS

Call 763-275-0275 
or email Kathy @ 

legals.kathy@patriotnewsmn.com

SPORTS STORIES
Call 763-275-0275 or email Bill @
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

ADVERTISING
Call 763-275-0275 

or email Mary or Carol @ 
sales.carol@patriotnewsmn.com

WEBSITE
Check out each week’s content 

@ our website: 
www.patriotnewsmn.com

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Call 763-275-0275 
or email Kathy @ 

legals.kathy@patriotnewsmn.com

763-275-0275

INSIDE
BECKER NEWS

The Becker Chamber of 
Commerce held their annual golf 
tournament last week to 18 teams 

and 75 golfers.
See the story on Page 15.

BIG LAKE NEWS
Two lemonade stands opened 

last week with the child sellers 
donating their proceeds to help 

thier communities. 
See their stories on Page 2.

COUNTY NEWS
Sherburne County SUP is 

encouraging parents to “Talk 
Early, Talk Often” to their kids 
about the perils of drugs and 

alcohol. See the story on Page 4.
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Submitted Article

A Sherburne County 
grand jury has indicted a 
Big Lake man on first-de-
gree murder charges.

Twenty-year-old Eric 
Jordahl is charged with 
one-count of premeditated 
first-degree murder and two 
counts of second-degree 
murder in the death of his 
mother.

A Sherburne County 
judge has increased 
Jordahl’s bail to $3-mil-
lion without conditions or 
$2-million with several 
conditions, including GPS 
monitoring.

Court records show 
Jordahl told police he went 
into his mother’s bedroom, 
punched her, then got a 
knife and stabbed her. His 
mother, 62-year-old Rose 

Johnson, was a Big Lake 
city councilwoman.

Jordahl’s next court 
appearance is scheduled for 
September 23.

ERIC JORDAHL was 
indicted by a grand jury on 
first-degree murder of his 
mother in July. (Submitted 
Photo).

Jordahl indicted 
on murder charge

THIS GORGEOUS SUNSET over Big Lake shows summer’s colors in full vibrance. Can fall be close behind? (Photo by Monica Parrish).

Serenity on the lake

School re-opening plans laid out
By Katherine Cantin
Contributing Writer

Becker Schools held an in-
formational live stream meeting 
to answer parents’ questions on 
August 19. The full recorded 
video is still available on the 
Becker Schools’ Facebook 
page. The meeting consisted of 
the four schools’ principals, Na-
thanial Boyer, Dale Christensen, 
Dave Kreft and Chantel Boyer, 
as well as Minda Anderson, as-
sistant superintendent, and Jer-
emy Schmidt, superintendent. 

Communicating 
with Parents
Schmidt noted at the begin-

ning of the video that one of the 
biggest challenges the school 
district has been facing is a lack 
of effective communication with 
parents. There is a live document 
outlining the plan for going back 
to school that parents can access, 
but this information is changing 
constantly as the schools review 
new information from the Min-
nesota Department of Health 
(MDH) and surveys that have 
been sent out to parents. They 
are trying to get information out 
as quickly as possible, but there 
are still a lot of unanswered 
questions. Parents are encour-

aged to contact the principal 
of their child’s school directly 
(phone numbers and email ad-
dresses are listed on the Becker 
Schools’ website.) 

Back to School 
Learning Plans
The plan, at the mo-

ment, is to have el-
ementary school 
students at-
tend in-per-
son, and to 
have sec-
o n d a r y 
students 
a t t e n d 
using a 
h y b r i d 
m o d e l . 
S tuden t s 
in grades 
K-5 will at-
tend school 
as normal. Class 
sizes will stay the 
same, and students will 
follow the same schedule as 
normal. Social distancing, hand 
sanitizing, and other common 
COVID-19 practices will be en-
couraged as much as possible, 
but otherwise kids will not see a 
significant change to their every-

Becker Schools’ principals’ Q&A
By Katherine Cantin
Contributing Writer

Big Lake is getting ready to go 
back to school. The Patriot is con-
tinuing to report on the back-to-

school plan as the information 
changes. The Big Lake 

School Board held 
a special meeting 

Aug. 20 in order 
to help answer 
the questions 
of parents. 
Any parents 
who still 
have ques-
tions are 
encouraged 
to contact 

the schools 
directly.

Technology
Big Lake will 

be supplying all stu-
dents with either an iPad or a 

Chromebook in order to make sure all 
students have access to coursework, 
whether they are attending in-person, 
hybrid, or at a distance. There will be 
an option to opt-in to insurance for 
the technology. The insurance will 
cost $30 for single-student families, 
or $60 for families with two or more 
students. The insurance program is 

completely optional.
Big Lake is now offering Big 

Lake Online school. They created this 
program to offer a solution to parents 
who are considering putting their stu-
dents into online school, in light of 
the pandemic, but who also want their 
students to be able to engage in sports, 
clubs, and other programs only of-
fered to Big Lake students. The board 
encourages any parents considering 
online school to contact Big Lake 
schools and learn more about the pro-
gram and what it has to offer students 
before choosing a different program.

At the time of the special meet-
ing, 421 students, across all four Big 
Lake schools, had enrolled in the 
online program. Seventeen of those 
students were completely new to the 
school district. The board said that 
their goal was to get approximately 
60 more students enrolled before the 
start of the school year.

Families that have unreliable or 
no internet access should contact the 
school. They may be eligible to enroll 
in a program to provide them internet 
access.

COVID-19 Cases in 
Sherburne County
The learning model that will be 

used will be determined by the aver-
age number of COVID-19 cases per 

Big Lake Schools hold special meeting

THE BECKER BUZZARDS became Class AA champions last week, adding to their 
long list of trophies and accomplishments over the last several years. (Submitted Photo). 
See Mark Kolbinger’s story about their success on page 16.

CHAMPIONS, AGAIN!

BECKER to page 12 BIG LAKE to page 5

HYBRID to page 13

Clearview to begin school 
year with hybrid learning



By Bill Morgan, 
Staff Writer

Five amazing young Big 
Lake residents recently hosted 
a lemonade stand, where they 
also sold homemade bracelets 
with a goal of raising funds to 
donate to the Big Lake Po-
lice Dept. Below is what was 
written by Katie Gill;

“My kids, along with 
several of the neighborhood 
kids, had a lemonade and 
bracelet stand today and 
raised $101 for the Big Lake 
Police Dept.” said one mom, 
Katie Gill. “Our great friend’s 
and neighbor’s daughter, 
Kayden loves to make the 
bracelets and had an over 

abundance of them. I told her 
she should sell them.”  

Kayden said, “Okay, 
then I’ll donate the money 
to the Big Lake Police Dept. 
because they have had a hard 
time and they protect us.” 

Kayden then proceeded 
to round up all of the younger 
kids into putting on this sale, 
explaining to them why they 
were donating the money. 

BLPD Sgt. Tom Kucala 
was honored over the week-
end and stopped by to ac-
cept these funds. The money 
will be dedicated to a fund 
with the purpose of ensuring 
BLPD’s officers safety. 

“Thank you so much,” 
said Police Chief Joel Scharf.    
“It’s amazing to see the heart 
and spirit of our up and com-
ing Big Lake leaders!”

YOUR LOCAL AGENTS — 
READY TO SERVE YOU AND YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS

Becker Office: 12390 Sherburne Ave • bhgallseasons.com • 763-262-1144 • Monticello Office: 520 Pine ST. 
ALL SEASONS

Stefanie Spillum
763.202.3029

Milissa Johnson 
320.266.7413

Lisa Senger
612.991.8620

Kris Schwickerath
 763.370.9452

The market is

Stan Herkenhoff
612.219.8124

Kathy Nelson
612.219.8644

Hot, Hot, Hot!
The interest rates are
LOW, LOW, LOW!
Now is the time to buy or sell! Give me a call!

Page 2 • Patriot, Saturday, August 29, 2020 

Big Lake Area News

14068 Bank St., becker
(ACROSS FROM SHERBURNE STATE BANK)

Hours: Sun-Thurs 11am-9pm Fri & Sat 11am-10pm

DINE IN ONLY! • MUST PRESENT 

COUPON • ONE COUPON PER VISIT
DINE IN ONLY! • MUST PRESENT 

COUPON • ONE COUPON PER VISIT

763-275-0270

 $50 or 
more!

$10 OFF$10 OFF
EXPIRES: SEPT. 12, 2020

Directions: From Big Lake —1 1/2 mi. S of Hwy. 10 on Co. Rd. 43
From Monticello —3 mi. E of Hwy. 25 on Co. Rd. 14

763-263-1171 or 763-370-3546

See Bob & Judy for all your landscape needs!
Come & See our selection of:

Trees, shrubs, perennials, decorative rock,
mulch, black dirt & much more!
DELIVERY AVAILABLE!

SWEET CORN, Tomatoes, Melons
and MORE!

OPENLABORDAY!

Mon - Sat (9am - 6pm), Sun (10am-5pm)

Stop in for your  LOCAL FRESH PRODUCE!

10-510-5

“70 Years of Gold 
Buying Experience”

Real Estate

13934 1ST SE, BECKER 763-261-9921

OFF SALE: STOP IN AND CHECK OUT
OUR WINE AND LIQUOR SPECIALS

HORSERACES & MEAT RAFFLE
OUR NEW HOURS ARE: 

SUN., MON., TUESDAY 11 AM - 10PM; 
WED., THURS., 11 AM - 1 AM; 

FRI., SAT., 10 AM - 1AM

every Friday night!

Keller Lake Commons in Big Lake, now an Assisted Living Community 
offering full apartments ranging from 644 to 956 square feet. Cable is 

included in rents for private pay and GRH renters. Accepting EW and CADI. 
For more information please contact Nicole Gilder, Housing Director at 

763-263-2363 or check us out online at www.kellerlakecommons.com

www.EdinaRealty.com

GREATER CLEAR LAKE, CLEARWATER, 
BECKER AND BIG LAKE AREA

Call Today!
Premier 
Listing 
Specialists 
for...

• Waterfront
• Residential
• Acreage
• Hobby     
   Farms

If you’re 
thinking 

about selling 
— Don’t wait!

Ask about 
our proven 

results 
and WOW   

factor 
service. 

— Splinter 
Team

Jim Splinter 
Realtor®

320-980-0560

Ron Sherwood 
Realtor®

763-442-5949

Rick Seagraves 
Realtor®

320-282-5656

Nancy Loidolt 
Realtor®

651-235-3709

Patrick Splinter
Realtor®

320-282-5656

Turn key east-facing cabin w/beautiful sunrises on lake side. Huge 
deck near water. 2- car garage on road side to park or keep your boat. 
Attached screen porch w/storage underneath. Briggs Lake has navigable 
channels to lake Julia & Rush Lake with a combined 700+ acres of full 
recreation enjoyment! Don’t miss out on this gem! 5290 100th Ave. SE, 
Clear Lake, MN. MLS#5580791

$479,000!$479,000!

3 BR, with private master bath, oversized insulated and heated garage. 
Open floor plan, 10-ft. ceilings, spacious kitchen, granite countertops. 
Sun room with stone FP, vaulted ceiling and a bar. MLS#5608543

$299,900

PENDIN
G

$299,900

$174,900$174,900

By Katherine Cantin
Contributing Writer

The Orrock Twp. board 
met August 19. Among the 
topics discussed, it was clear 
the board had big ideas for the 
future of the township. Or-
rock can expect to see some 
updates to roads and to the 
town hall in the near future.

Elections
Two hundred twenty 

Orrock Twp. voters showed 
up to cast their vote in the 
primaries  August 11. The 
election was held at the Sher-
burne County Snowmobile 
Trail Association Trail Shed. 
Assistant clerk Chris Weber 
stated that the new polling 
location received a lot of pos-
itive feedback. 

Orrock Twp. will be 
using this location again for 
the November elections. By 
then, the board hopes to put 
up signs indicating where to 
park, and have the building 
professionally cleaned again.

Three positions are open 
on the township board this 
November. Election day is 
November 3.

Propane
The board approved a 

motion to pre-buy propane in 
order to heat town hall over 
the winter. Last year, 590 
gallons of propane were used 
between October and May. 
Pre-purchasing propane can 
cause it to be cheaper in most 
cases, although a situation 
could arise in which the going 
price suddenly drops dramat-
ically, such as with gasoline 
prices at the beginning of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Still, the motion carried, as 
the board saw little risk in the 
venture.

New Security 
for Town Hall
The board is engaging 

Wright-Hennepin Security 
to install a new security sys-
tem in town hall.This would 
include adding sensors to the 
doors, motion detectors in-
side the building, and a panic 
button in case of emergency. 
Installation was estimated to 
cost $965.95, with a monthly 
fee of $35.90 for monitoring 
services. The new lock on the 
door will allow authorized 
persons to access the building 
with a unique code, which 
can be changed when the per-
son is no longer an authorized 
user- for example, when a 
board member leaves office.

Road Maintenance 
and Improvement
Some of the roads in 

Orrock are in need of main-
tenance. The board moved 
to engage North Metro Tree 
Service to trim trees alongside 
township roads to increase 
visibility. The estimated cost 
for this would be $75,000. 
Another $39,000 is going to-
wards general road improve-
ment. 

The board contemplated 
changing official literature 
to require culverts in some 
new-construction homes in 
the future. This should help 
to regulate snowmelt in the 

springtime. The board de-
cided to table this discussion 
for next time.

The board then consid-
ered purchasing an ice crusher 
machine to help maintain 
roads in the wintertime. This 
would make Orrock roads 
safer, and the town could 
possibly lease the equipment 
out to other communities as a 
source of income.

Orrock street signs also 
need some updates. The board 
decided to create a virtual 
map of road signs in the area 
and roll out new signs over 
the next few years. A similar 
strategy was suggested for 
implementing swing-away 
mailboxes throughout the 
community.

Sherburne County 
Bank CDs
Sherburne County Bank 

has given Orrock Twp. an in-
credibly high interest rate in 
CDs the town has purchased. 
Treasurer Gary Goldsmith 
was asked to investigate pur-
chasing another one or two 
CDs in order to take advan-
tage of the high interest rate 
available.

Sheriff’s Report
The sheriff reported 144 

calls, two cases of domestic 

violence and two sexual as-
saults. The sheriff also noted 
that he and staff had been 
helping to investigate homi-
cides outside of their jurisdic-
tion. 

The board questioned 
the sheriff on whether any-
thing could be done about 
hooligans frequently doing 
“doughnuts” in the area. The 
sheriff responded that there 
was an increase in “dough-
nuts” and similar shenanigans 
across the state, and he chalks 
it up to pent up energy.

He went on to discuss 
the situation at the Eagle Lake 
public access. The board 
mentioned that during busy 
weekends, Labor day, for 
example, the parking at Big 
Eagle Lake would fill to ca-
pacity and then overflow onto 
both sides of the road. This 
creates a dangerous situation 
for traffic driving through. 
The sheriff responded that if 
such an issue should occur 
and create a hazard, con-
cerned citizens should contact 
the police. He also noted that 
the sheriff’s office was work-
ing with the DNR to possibly 
increase the amount of park-
ing in the area.

THE ORROCK TWP COUNCIL MEMBERS posed for a photo after the board meeting 
without masks to reveal smiling faces. From left to right: Eric Peterson, Corrie Silverberg, 
Bryan Adams, and Paul Ellinger. Board members attending virtually not pictured. (Photo 
by Katherine Cantin.)

Road updates, other news in Orrock

BLPD SGT. TOM KUCALA gathered around the 
youngsters who donated over $100 to the BLPD during 
their lemonade and bracelet stand. (Submitted Photo).

Lemonade stand garners $100+ for BLPD

By Bill Morgan, 
Staff Writer

Serenity is an inspira-
tion!

Big Lake Sgt. Sam 
Olson and Officer Sam Nor-
lin stopped by to visit Seren-
ity and her lemonade stand in 
Big Lake. Serenity is working 
hard selling lemonade to raise 
money to help her classmate’s 
family in the sudden death of 
his little sister. 

Serenity’s booth has 
cookies, lemonade, and of 
course...bracelets! Serenity’s 
goal is to reach $3,000!

Her booth can be found 
at 651 Eagle Lake Road So. 
in Big Lake.

BLPD SGT. SAM OLSON (R) and Officer Sam Norlin 
(L) gathered around Serenity’s lemonade and bracelet stand 
along Eagle Lake Road in Big Lake. (Submitted Photo).

Lemonade stand to 
aid classmate’s loss

Submitted Article

Back-to-back webinars 
covering everything you 
need to know about older 
homes – their benefits, quirks 
and embedded energy – are 
coming this September. Join 
instructor Alissa Pier, AIA, as 
she shares about the sustain-
ability of older homes and 
demystifies how to deal with 
the hazardous materials often 
found in these structures. 
Approved by the Minnesota 
Commissioner of Commerce 
for two CE credits for Minne-
sota real estate licensees, Why 
Old Is Green: Sustainability 
in Older Homes and Lead, 
Asbestos & Radon, Oh My!, 

are two-hour classes that are 
open to all. 

Why Old Is Green: Sus-
tainability in Older Homes 
takes place on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 23rd, 2020, from 10 
a.m. to noon. Lead, Asbestos 
& Radon, Oh My! will be 
held the following Tuesday, 
September 30th, 2020, from 
10 a.m. to noon. Sign up for 
one or both classes and be 
empowered by the value of 
older homes and the knowl-
edge you gain on how to care 
for these often undervalued 
structures. 

 This class is brought to 
you by Rethos: Places Re-
imagined and the Morrison 
County Historical Society, its 

Central Minnesota Education 
Coordinator. This program 
has been financed in part by 
the State of Minnesota from 
the Arts and Cultural Heri-
tage Fund through the Min-
nesota Historical Society.  

Partial funding for this 
project was provided by 
Clean Energy Resource 
Teams (CERTs). Learn more 
about CERTs at mncerts.org. 

General admission for 
the class is $8.00. Admis-
sion for Minnesota Real Es-
tate Agents (for CE credits) 
is $20.00. Registration for 
the class is available online 
through the Rethos website: 
rethos.org/classes. 

 

Webinars offered for older homes
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Save even more with Geo-Thermal!
 Call & ask us how!

Call 320.253.4859   www.MechEnergy.comHEATING

PLUMBING

Call 320.253.4859 MechEnergy.com

COOLING

ELECTRIC

We believe your home should be safe, comfortable, durable                   

with continuing education and training to ensure we are offering             
the very latest in comfort solutions.

Heating, Cooling, Plumbing, & Electrical

L OC A L  P L U M B IN G  S P E C IA L IS TYour Heating, Cooling, Plumbing and Electrical experts

7

YOUR HEATING, COOLING, PLUMBING & ELECTRICAL EXPERTS

935 Clearwater Professional Building
((332200))  555588--22220011

Tues: 10:30 - 6:30 • Wed., Fri.: 8:30 - 4:30
ALSO: 1500 Northway Drive, St. Cloud

Member of American
Academy of Dental

Group Practice

“A Reason to
Smile!”

Jeff Flemming, DDS
Brent Deragisch, DDS

763-568-5558

DEBBIE’S CLEANING 
SERVICE, LLC

Buzz
Me

Homes • Offices • New Construction

“busy as a bee”

BUSINESS & 
professional 

services directory

Dental

Cleaning

Serving the Metro &
Surrounding Areas Since 1967

www.c-sblacktopping.com
Major Credit Cards accepted 

FREE ESTIMATES
aa  ““ggrreeeenn””  ppaavviinngg  ccoonnttrraaccttoorr

RESIDENTIAL COMMERCIAL
PAVING CONTRACTORS

763.428.2225

Asphalt

NEED PAVING?
WE’RE READY TO ROLL!
Custom Asphalt & Concrete 

Exclusive to the area
WHAT IS FIBER-MIX?

Omann Brothers has acquired the 
best asphalt product on the market 
that is more durable for driveways!

Delivering quality workmanship to 
residential & commercial for over 40 years. 
CALL TODAY -FREE ESTIMATES!

Albertville, MN
763-497-8259

www.omanninc.com

Brothers Paving Inc.

Paving
SOD

BECKER SOD
• Premium Kentucky Bluegrass

• Delivered, Installed or Pickup
CONVENIENT SELF-SERVE 

AT END OF DRIVEWAY
7162 165th Ave. SE, Becker
1 (763) 261-5363 or 
call 1-800-677-9356

www.beckersod.com

SodSod

PETERSON -
GRIMSMO

250 East Broadway 
Monticello, MN 55362
763-295-2918

FUNERAL CHAPEL
Serving your community since 1933

Funeral

Svihel Vegetable Farm
6 Mi. S of Foley or 10 mi. N of Becker on Hwy 25 & Duelm Rd

FRESH PICKED

CANNING TOMATOES, CARROTS, BEETS & PEPPERS
SWEET CORN

For more
information call
(320) 968-7238

Produce

Store Hours:
Mon-Fri - 10 am to 6 pm
Sat - 10 am to 4 pm, Sun closed

• New & Off-lease PCs and laptops
• On-site tech support (business or home)
• Computer & laptop repair (PC & Mac)
• Data Recovery
• Upgrades & Virus Removal
• Computer Tune-ups

Sales • Service • Support

320.654.9703
We Create Solutions!

2946 West Division Stree • Behind

NEWSPAPERS
Still the 

TOP CHOICE
for local news!

NEWSPAPERS
Still the 

TOP CHOICE
for local news!

For community
news, local

newspapers
beat the 

internet by 3-1

For community
news, local

newspapers
beat the 

internet by 3-1

Attorneys

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

763-262-2889

www.jeddelohsnyder.com

• Family Law
• Real Estate
• Business Planning
• Business Litigation
• Wills & Trusts
• Estate Planning
• Guardianships

101 Jefferson Blvd.
Big Lake

By Katherine Cantin
Contributing Writer

Aug. 17 Trump came 
to Minnesota to hold a rally 
in Mankato. Lori Johnson, 
of Johnson Materials in 
Clearwater, was there, and 
provided a first-hand ac-
count of the event. 

She said that it was a 
very small event, and at-
tendees were  there by invi-
tation only, and were given 
a background check. One 
local company supplied 
the cranes used to hoist 
the giant American flags 
at the event. Lori and her 

husband, being one of this 
company’s biggest clients, 
were offered the invitation 
through them. Lori said that 
there were between 200-
300 people present only, as 
far as she could tell.

Lori noted that when 
the President spoke, he 
made sure to highlight the 
issues that were important 
to Minnesota, such as re-
garding the iron range, the 
quarries, and the respective 
workers of each. He also 
took time to highlight some 
of the local politicians run-
ning for office this fall.

Lori noted that very 

few local media groups 
were at the rally itself to re-
port on it, and that the only 
local stations covering the 
event used short clips from 
when President Trump 
landed in Minneapolis.

Lori also said that she 
ran into Wright County 
Sheriff Sean Deringer, who 
appeared in uniform as a 
statement to show local law 
enforcement’s support of 
President Trump. Sheriff 
Deringer was kind enough 
to provide this comment: 
“It certainly was a state-
ment that I wanted to make 
and I am blessed to serve in 

a community that supports 
me making such a state-
ment. I obviously serve in a 
non-partisan seat so I am a 
bit more inclined to be less 
‘in your face.’ Also, given 
the climate of our state 
and our country, I do not 
want to invite or solicit a 
challenge to anyone or any 
group that wishes to make 
a statement in opposition. 
If things continue down the 
path that they are currently 
on, I believe that leaders 
who care about this coun-
try will eventually have to 
make a stand.”

PRESIDENT DONALD TRUMP delivers a speech at his rally in Mankato. (Submitted photo.)

First-Hand Account of Trump Rally

Submitted Article

On August 24, 2020 
Sgt. Tom Kucala of the 
BLPD responded to the 
area of Lake Street, near 
the train tracks, where he 
observed a male sitting on 
a step leading to an apart-
ment. Kucala spoke with 
the male who was highly 
intoxicated and smelled like 
burnt hair. Sgt. Kucala ob-
served that most of the hair 
on his right arm had been 
burned off, and he had deep 
red burns from his armpit 
up to his elbow, where mul-
tiple layers of skin had been 
burned off. 

Officers asked him 
what happened, and the 
male stated he was drinking 
at a bar where he met two 
males and hung out with 
them until bar close. He 

went up to their apartment 
after the bar closed and 
passed out almost imme-

diately. He woke up to the 
males messing with him 
using a lighter and some 
sort of torch or aerosol can 
to burn him. He did not 
know why they did it. 

Officer Hecht located 
the apartment and at-
tempted to make contact 
with the occupants. Eventu-
ally the door was answered 
by a male he knew from 
prior contacts to be Dalton 
Hovdestad (Age 22 – Big 
Lake)

Hovdestad told Offi-
cer Hecht they tried to get 
someone out of the apart-
ment who would not leave, 
but finally left. He stated 
a male followed them up 
from the bar. There were 
more people in the apart-
ment earlier, but he was the 
only one left. They rolled 
the male out of bed and 

shoved him out of the resi-
dence. He stated they turned 
the lights on to “spook him” 
and held a lighter up to him 
and “flamed him.” He stated 
he did not use anything else 
with the lighter and he was 
the one holding the lighter 
up to the male’s arm. 

Hovdestad allowed 
Officer Sinclair inside the 
apartment where he ob-
served an orange and blue 
lighter. Hovdestad indi-
cated that he had used the 
orange lighter. 

Hovdestad was ar-
rested and transported to 
the Sherburne County jail. 
Hovdestad was charged by 
criminal complaint with; 
Felony 3rd Degree Assault. 

Suspect charged for lighting man’s arm on fire

DALTON HOVDES-
TAD of Big Lake was 
charged with Felony 3rd 
Degree Assault for lighting 
a man’s arm on fire ear-
lier this week. (Submitted 
photo.)

Submitted Article

At its daily press brief-
ing at 2 p.m. today, the 
Minnesota Department of 
Health is expected to an-
nounce the establishment of 
a new saliva testing lab in 
Minnesota that will double 
the state’s current test pro-
cessing capacity.

Gov. Tim Walz an-
nounced this morning 
that the state is finalizing 
a $14.66 million contract 
with RUCDR Infinite Bi-

ologics, one of the coun-
t ry’s  leading 
distributors of 
saliva test-
ing. The 
t e s t i n g 
lab is ex-
p e c t e d 
to be op-
erational 
by early 
October.

T h e 
current daily 
testing capacity 
in Minnesota is be-

tween 20,000 and 22,000 
tests a day with a 

rolling average 
of 14,000 

tests. The 
saliva lab 
will be 
able to 
p rocess 
up  to 
30,000 a 

day.
T h e 

primary sell-
ing points of the 

saliva testing is that 

it is painless compared to 
nasal testing, there is less 
of a likelihood of supply 
shortages and less personal 
protective equipment is 
needed because the person 
submitting the sample col-
lects it themselves under 
the supervision of a health-
care professional.

Today’s MDH press 
briefing will be live-
streamed on several media 
platforms.

COVID-19 testing coming by early-October
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The Sherburne County 
SUP Coalition’s “Talk 
Early, Talk Often” cam-
paign aims to educate and 
empower parents and care-
givers to have ongoing con-
versations with the young 
people in their lives around 
drugs and alcohol.

The coalition is cur-
rently working to create 
awareness of issues sur-
rounding youth electronic 
cigarette use (also called 
vaping) and its adverse 
effects. They developed 
several resources to help 
adults talk with young peo-
ple on the dangers of using 
e-cigarettes and other vape 
devices. These resources 
include a short five-minute 
video on “Eight Things to 
Know About Vaping” with 
an associated discussion 
guide.

View these resources 

at www.sherburnesupco-
alition.org/talk-early-talk-
often. They encourage you 
to use and share these re-
sources with others!

Smoking, Vaping & 
COVID-19 This informa-
tion is especially important 
given that recent reports 
have suggested a link be-
tween smoking and vaping 
and poor COVID-19 out-
comes. Because it attacks 
the lungs, the coronavirus 
that causes COVID-19 
could be an especially se-
rious threat to those who 
smoke tobacco or mari-
juana or who vape.

The best option would 
be to quit, but if this isn’t 
possible right now there are 
other options, including:

• Cutting down as 
much as possible

• Stocking up on sup-
plies to help you quit

• Talking to an expert
Minnesota residents 

of any age can access free 
help to quit commercial to-
bacco in all forms, includ-
ing cigarettes, chew, cigars, 
snuff and vapes, through 
the state’s Quit Partner pro-
gram. Quit Partner offers 
quitting support via coach-
ing and quit-tobacco med-
ications, such as nicotine 
patches, gum, and lozenges. 
Through Quit Partner, res-
idents can access tailored 
quitting programs, includ-
ing a teen support program 
called My Life, My Quit. 
To access these 24/7 ser-
vices, visit quitpartnermn.
com or call 1-800-QUIT-
NOW.

The Sherburne County 
Substance Use Prevention 
Coalition is a communi-
ty-focused organization 
on a mission to prevent 
substance use among our 
youth by promoting safe 
and healthy choices.

Talk to your kids about drugs and alcohol

By Mark Kolbinger, 
Contributing Writer

Covid mitigation strate-
gies and expenditures contin-
ued to dominate the agenda 
Tuesday morning during the 
Sherburne County Board of 
Commissioners meeting.

Jail administrator Pat 
Carr appeared before the 
board, seeking approval for a 
variety of initiatives aimed at 
helping the jail lessen the im-
pact of the pandemic.

The board approved 
$65,710 for the purchase of 
seven different UV-C ster-
ilization units, which will 
come in several sizes and 
will be able to purify items 
as small as a computer, as 
well as large pod living areas 
that are approximately 7,000 
square feet.  Carr noted, for 
instance, that the medium 
sized machines would be able 
to sterilize a standard inmate 
cell in as little as five minutes.

Other projects approved 
included applying an epoxy 
paint to cover porous surfaces 
and an air ionization and pu-
rification system retro-fitted 

into the HVAC system.  This 
system changes the polarity 
of the air and attracts and dis-
solves micro-organisms such 
as viruses.

Commissioner Tim 
Dolan noted that these system 
upgrades are not only 
expenditures for the 
safety of inmates, but 
will have a beneficial 
impact on the many 
staff that work in the 
jail system.  They 
could also produce a 
cost savings in terms 
of health and wellness 
even once the pan-
demic is no longer a 
threat to the jail.

The final piece 
to the jail upgrades 
was an approval of 
$361,350 towards in-
creasing the digital 
capabilities within the 
facility that will allow 
staff to restrict the movement 
of inmates.  The total includes 
nearly $120,000 in low volt-
age and fiber optic cabling 
and $90,000 in tablets, both 
of which allow inmates to 
utilize their cells for a variety 

of mandated visits instead of 
having to be shuttled between 
housing areas and other jail 
functions.

In other CARES Act 
funding news, Assistant 
Administrator Dan Weber 

announced to the board that 
25 applications had been re-
ceived for the business relief 
fund for a total request of 
$638,000.  Weber noted that 
the vast majority of applica-
tions have been approved and 

checks should start going out 
next week.

Commissioner Dolan 
asked Weber about the busi-
nesses that did not qualify 
and what the county could 
do to capture those business 

names.  Dolan’s goal 
was to review that data 
and use it to inform fu-
ture policy decisions 
to help as many busi-
nesses as possible.

Weber agreed to 
look into the IT side 
of the online applica-
tion in order to accom-
plish that task.  He also 
noted that there is still 
time for businesses to 
submit their funding 
requests.

The final CARES 
funding requests ap-
proved included the 
placement of perma-
nent shields at all the 

public facing counters, as well 
as a 50-50 cost share with 
Health and Human Services 
for the purchase of a wellness 
van.  To meet the require-
ments of public health, staff 
often needs to venture into the 

communities to perform a va-
riety of tasks.  The van could 
also help with testing, tracing 
and isolation efforts, as well 
as the distribution of vaccines 
and other public health care.

Public Works
Andrew Witter appeared 

before the board with several 
requests relating to the public 
works department.  

The board agreed to an 
authorization for the Farm 
Friends Barn to enter into 
an agreement with the Soil 
and Water District for prairie 
restoration on approximately 
three acres of land surround-
ing the barn structure.  Witter 
stated that this use is consis-
tent with the conservation 
easement on the property and 
will help with the elimination 
of invasive species on the site.

Witter also received ap-
proval to move ahead with the 
purchase of a grooming appa-
ratus for the maintenance of 
cross-country ski trails within 
the county.  In the past, the 
City of Becker owned the ma-
chine and maintained county 
trails on a per hour charge 
basis.  Because Becker’s ma-

chinery is antiquated and in 
need of replacement, it was 
felt that the county and city 
could flip spots in the agree-
ment, allowing the county 
to purchase the machinery 
needed and utilize it on other 
trails it has hoped to expand 
in the past.

Commissioner Rae-
anne Danielowski said she 
approves of the concept, but 
was concerned about how the 
move would play out finan-
cially.  Witter responded that 
the move will be cost neutral 
to the county and it could re-
sult in a cost savings if other 
municipalities were to con-
tract with the county to groom 
additional trails.

HHS Covid Update
Amanda Larson updated 

the board on the current covid 
situation within the county.  
Current trends include the 
virus infecting younger resi-
dents, including nine new in-
fections in the age 6-19 range 
within the last week. The 
county has now registered 
eleven deaths total and com-

County approves COVID-19 mitigation expenditures

COUNTY to page 5
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Mon-Tues-Thurs 9am-7pm, Wed 7am-5pm, 
Fri 9am-5pm, 1st & 3rd Sat 9-1

25929 2nd St. E. across from NAPA
www.allpetsvethospital.com

Your local area veterinarians since 1993

Dr. Joel Ihnen
Dr. Stacy Lyberg

763-856-8387

All Pets Veterinary Hospital
and Equine Service

320-743-5838
rachel@caninecabin.com

www.caninecabin.com

BOARDING
GROOMING
TRAINING
The very best care
while you’re away

If you can provide a loving home for any of these animals, please contact the 

TRI-COUNTY HUMANE SOCIETY 
320-252-0896

www.tricountyhumanesociety.org
735 8th St. NE • P.O. Box 701 • St. Cloud, MN  56302-0701

Working with the community to find homes for needy pets

VALKYRIE
T h i s  2 Y O  s p a y e d  &  t i m i d  c a t  t h a t  w o u l d 

a p p r e c i a t e  s n a c k s  o f  w e t  f o o d  a n d  g e n t l e 
h a n d s  t o  h e l p  h e r  c o m e  o u t  o f  h e r  s h e l l .  H e r 

a d o p t i o n  f e e  w o u l d  b e  w a i v e d  f o r  a  s e n i o r 
c i t i z e n   o r  v e t e r a n .  

LUMMY
i s  a  s w e e t  2 Y O  n e u t e r e d  B o r d e r  C o l l i e  m i x 

w h o  w o u l d  d o  b e s t  i n  a  h o m e  w h e r e  h i s  n e w 
f a m i l y  h a s  t h e  t i m e  t o  c o n t i n u e  h i s  t r a i n i n g , 

g i v i n g  h i m  t h e  c h a n c e  t o  b e  t h e  b e s t  “ g o o d 
b o y ”  h e  c a n  b e .  

TIRE
i s  a n  a d o r a b l e  l i t t l e  m o u s e  b e l i e v e d  t o  b e 
a b o u t  6  w e e k s  o l d .   T h i s  i n q u i s i t i v e  l i t t l e 
c r i t t e r  l o v e s  t o  e x p l o r e .   H e  s e e m s  t o  b e 

u s e d  t o  b e i n g  h a n d l e d  a n d  w o u l d  b e  a  f u n 
a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  r i g h t  h o u s e h o l d .  

T h i s  9 Y O  s p a y e d  L a b  m i x  h a s  d o n e  w e l l 
a r o u n d  a n i m a l s ,  i n c l u d i n g  c a t s ,  o t h e r  d o g s , 
a n d  c o w s .  S h e  h a s  a  l o t  o f  e n e r g y  &  w i l l  b e 
a b l e  t o  k e e p  w i t h  a n  a c t i v e  f a m i l y .   A l l  p e t 

v i s i t s  a r e  d o n e  b y  a p p o i n t m e n t ,  m a k e  y o u r s 
t o  m e e t  L a s s i e  t o d a y !

BRITA
i s  u s e d  t o  l i v i n g  o u t d o o r s  b u t  s h o u l d  e a s i l y 
a d j u s t  t o  a n  i n d o o r  l i f e s t y l e .  I t  i s  u n k n o w n 

h o w  s h e  w o u l d  d o  a r o u n d  o t h e r  a n i m a l s ; 
s l o w  &  p r o p e r  i n t r o d u c t i o n s  a r e  a l w a y s 

r e c o m m e n d e d .   H e r  a d o p t i o n  f e e  w o u l d  b e 
w a i v e d  f o r  a  s e n i o r  o r  v e t e r a n .  

Lassie

PetNet Works

JELLY
d o e s  g r e a t  w i t h  c h i l d r e n  b u t  h a s n ’ t  h a d  a 

c h a n c e  t o  m e e t  d o g s  o r  o t h e r  c a t s  ( b e s i d e s 
h i s  s i b l i n g s ) .  J e l l y  w o u l d  l o v e  t o  h a v e  a  c a t 
t o w e r  a n d  s c r a t c h i n g  p o s t  i n  h i s  n e w  h o m e . 

T h i s  4 - m o n t h - o l d  n e u t e r e d  k i t t e n  i s  a t 
K i t t y  K o r n e r ,  1 7 1 5  1 s t  S t .  S o u t h ,  S t .  C l o u d . 

Submitted Article

Looking to get your 
family out of the house? 
Look no further than the 
Friends of Sherburne Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge. 

The annual youth pho-
tography contest is in full 
swing. This contest is free 
to enter and open to all 
kids in grades K-12. Photos 
must be taken at the Refuge 
and should focus on land-
scapes, wildlife, or outdoor 
recreation. They need to be 
taken during daylight hours 
in areas open to the public 
and postmarked by the Oct. 
9, 2020 deadline. 

For extra motivation, 
the grand prize winner 
will be awarded a $50 cash 
prize and their photograph 
will be framed and dis-
played for the following 
year. Additional prizes will 
be awarded through third 
place, including several 
honorable mentions. Win-

ners will be announced in 
mid-November and entries 
will be displayed virtually 
or in-person at the Oak Sa-
vanna Learning Center.  

Entry forms can be 
found on the refuge website 
(fws.gov/refuge/sherburne), 
on the “Just for Kids” page, 
or look for the green entry 
form in the brochure box 
outside of Refuge Head-
quarters at 17076 293rd 
Ave. NW in Zimmerman. 

Once a photo has been 
selected, mail an 8” x 10” 
print with the entry form 
and email a digital copy 
to sherburne@fws.gov. 
For more information, call 
Alaina Larkin, visitor ser-
vices manager, at 763-260-
3078. 

Naturalist Backpacks 
Offered for Youth 
New Naturalist Back-

packs are being offered 
by Friends of Sherburne 
Eagle’s Nest Nature Store 
at the Sherburne National 

Wildlife Refuge. 
There are two unique 

packs — Naturalist in 
Training — designed with 
younger children in mind, 

and Junior Naturalist — 
designed for older kids. 
Both facilitate and enhance 
exploration in your own 
yard, nearby park, and even 

the refuge. The backpacks 
contain engaging items like 
critter containers, bug mag-
nifiers, nature journals, and 
more. 

For more information 
and to arrange curbside 
pickup, email us at Sher-
burneFriendsStore@gmail.
com. 

THE NATURALIST IN TRAING BACKPACK 
KIT. (Submitted Photo).

Getting outside with a little help from FOSNWR

THE JUNIOR NATURALIST BACKPACK. (Sub-
mitted Photo).

Submitted Article

In the Minnesota Pri-
mary Election last week, a re-
cord number of Minnesotans 
cast votes, despite there not 
being a contentious statewide 
contest that typically brings 
an uptick to the numbers. In 
a typical primary, approxi-
mately 10 percent of eligible 
voters turn out. In this year’s 
Minnesota primary, 916,000 

Minnesotans voted (22.5 per-
cent). Of those, 60 percent of 
the total vote was done re-
motely – either by in-person 
absentee voting prior to the 
election or by mail-in vote.

With record numbers of 
voters opting to vote early ab-
sentee or mail-in voting, the 
Wright County Auditor/Trea-
surer’s office has announced 
that those who wish to vote 
absentee or by mail-in for 

the Nov. 3 general election 
– when numbers in Wright 
County are expected to ex-
ceed 80 percent – applica-
tions can be accessed one of 
two ways for those who want 
to avoid expected crowds at 
polling places.

There is an online option 
to register or you can print out 
an application form and mail 
it in to receive a ballot. Here 
are the links to use to register 

or receive an application:
Online application: 

https://mnvotes.sos.state.
mn.us/ABRegistration/
ABRegistrationStep1.aspx

Paper: http://www.
co.wright.mn.us/Document-
Center/View/19570/Absen-
tee-Ballot-Application-2020

Absentee voting for the 
general election begins on 
Friday, Sept. 18.

Options for voting early, absentee or by mail

munity spread is causing 48% 
of infections (excluding the 
prison numbers) locally.

Larson also noted that 
trend data is dependent upon 
testing, with the number of 
tests trending downward in 
the last week.

Commissioner Dolan 
followed this up with a ques-
tion concerning testing data 
and whether or not MDH 
releases this information on a 
county level?  If so, he would 
like to see that added to the 
dashboard on the website.

Larson explained that the 

state recently started releasing 
county-wide data on a weekly 
basis and she would investi-
gate how to have it reflected 
on the dashboard.

In other business, 
the board:
• Recognized Gina Hugo 

for being named the MN 
Community Forestry Leader-
ship Award winner;

• Heard a legislative up-
date from Senator Mary Kiff-
meyer;

• Designated Commis-
sioner Barbara Burandt to 
serve on MnDOT’s Policy 

Advisory Committee of 
the Northwest Mississippi 
River Crossing Feasibility 
Study.  Commissioner Felix 
Schmiesing talked about the 
need to keep on top of the 
many river crossing initiatives 
that could have an impact on 
the entire county;

• Designated Commis-
sioner Lisa Fobbe to be the 
county’s representative on 
the United Way’s Empathy 
and Equity Committee;

• Approved an employee 
restructuring proposal for 
County Auditor staff to be 

cross trained with driver’s li-
censing certification, as well 
as serving as election judges;

• Held a closed meeting 
for the annual performance 
review of Administrator 
Bruce Messelt;

• Held its ditch author-
ity meeting and accepted the 
2020 special assessments, as 
well as the drainage techni-
cian’s report.
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10,000 residents over a 
period of 14 days. This 
formula creates a point sys-
tem that will tell the school 
which learning model to 
use. The chart pictured 
shows the breakdown of 
how the learning model 
will be determined. For the 
moment, the schools are 
planning to use the models 
outline for the 10-29 cases 
scenarios, which involves 
in-person learning for stu-
dents in grades K-5, and hy-
brid learning for students in 
grades 6-12. In the case of 
a higher number of COVID 
cases being reported, mea-
sures will be put in place 
for K-6 students that will 
meet the necessities of a 
hybrid learning model, 
such as allowing classes to 
be spread out.

The model will not be 
excluding the data from the 
Sherburne County prison. 
The Minnesota Department 
of Health suggested that 
this statistic be included, 
since prison employees 
will be interacting with the 
community, and the disease 
does have the potential to 
spread outside of the prison.

Middle School 
and High School
The middle school and 

high school will be follow-
ing the hybrid model of 
learning. Students will be 
split into two groups, each 
of which will attend school 
in-person for two days 
every week and be at home 
for the rest of the time. Stu-
dents in group A will attend 
in-person on Mondays and 
Tuesdays, and students in 
group B will attend in-per-
son on Thursdays and Fri-
days.

Teachers in the middle 
school and high school will 
be expected to spend half of 
class time working with the 
students who are attending 
in-person and half the time 
working with students at 
home. This might involve 
giving a lesson to students 
online, then assigning them 
a task, and then giving a les-
son to the students who are 
in-person. Or vice versa. 
This way, no students are 
neglected.

On Wednesdays, teach-
ers will design lessons that 
are entirely online.

There will be a new 
emphasis on teaching 
students to self-regulate. 
COVID-19 has revealed 
just how important it is 
to learn to be in charge of 
oneself and for students to 
make sure they are taking 
charge of their own stud-
ies, and so there will be a 
reflected emphasis on this 
in the curriculum. Students 
will be expected to be on 
time for their online classes 
just as if they were attend-
ing physically. Tardiness 
will be reflected on their 
attendance record. Students 
will also still be expected to 
submit assignments when-
ever they are due.

Parents are encouraged 
to check in on their students 
every now and again to 
make sure their students are 
attending classes. Parents 
can check attendance online 
from wherever they are. 

The board also suggested 
asking specific questions 
about students’ lessons to 
gauge how much attention 
the students are paying in 
class.

The board said it may 
be possible for students in 
lab classes to get permis-
sion to attend school on 
days they would normally 
be learning at home. This 
would apply to students 
who have classes involving 
science labs or art classes 
that require special equip-
ment. School officials are 
still working on figuring out 
a transportation solution for 
these students.

Elementary School
Elementary school 

students will be attend-
ing in-person unless the 
COVID situation becomes 
much worse. They will 
however be following gen-
eral COVID practices, in-
cluding social distancing, 
wearing a mask, sanitizing 
their hands, and “quaran-
tining” objects used in the 
classroom for learning. 
There will also be some 
other measures put in place. 
Students will eat lunch and 
attend recess with their own 
classes, rather than inter-
mingle with other classes. 
Kids will also be taught dif-
ferent ways of greeting their 
friends that avoid physical 
contact, such as “air-fives” 
and “thumbs-up.” Even 
wacky face expressions 
could be used.

Many parents are wor-
ried about their children’s 
ability to wear a mask all 
day long. Students will be 
given some “mask breaks” 
during lunch, and when 
playing outside during 
recess and gym class. It 
is possible, weather per-
mitting, that some normal 
classes will also be held 
outdoors to allow the stu-
dents to get some fresh 
air and a break from their 
masks. Students who have 
trouble leaving the mask on 
will be patiently instructed 
as to how to leave it alone. 
Teachers understand that it 
is difficult and will work 
with parents and students 
to find solutions.

Transportation
Busses will pick up 

students depending on what 
school they attend- some 
busses will be dedicated 
to middle school students, 
some to elementary school 
students, etc. This will help 
to limit the potential spread 
between schools. Busses 
will be sanitized on a reg-
ular basis. Parents and stu-
dents who can arrange their 
own transportation are en-
couraged to do so.

Community 
Education
Community education 

classes, or other groups that 
use school spaces during 
evening hours, will still be 
allowed to rent rooms in 
the school buildings pro-
vided that they submit a 
plan for dealing with the 
COVID-19 situation. This 
would include a method of 
encouraging social distanc-
ing, offering hand sanitizer 
to attendees, etc. 

BIG LAKE from page 1
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Legal Aid’s Project 
Care is pleased to introduce a 
monthly informational series 
called Because Your Health 
Matters: The Expected, The 
Unexpected and Everything 
In Between. Each month, 
certified healthcare naviga-
tors will provide information 
on healthcare related topics to 
help the community access 
the coverage they need at this 
critical time.

Not only has the current 
health crisis heightened the 
need for affordable coverage, 
it has limited everyone’s abil-
ity to get information about 
coverage options. Legal 
Aid’s Project Care, which 
serves 12 Central Minnesota 
counties, is turning to social 
media to get this informa-
tion to the people who need 
it. Each month a Navigator 
will present information on 
a specific topic, answer re-
lated questions, and provide 
information on how to get 
free, individual assistance in 
getting affordable healthcare 
coverage. Every topic will 
be presented in English on 
the 2nd Wednesday of the 
month, and in Somali and 
Spanish on the 3rd Wednes-
day of the month.

In August, Project Care 
will focus on Minnesota’s 
new Insulin Affordability 
Program. Join us to learn 
what the program is, where to 
apply, and how the program 
can help make insulin afford-
able for those struggling with 
the cost of their current pre-
scriptions. The presentation 
will discuss both the emer-
gency part of the program 
and the on-going coverage 
available. 

Legal Aid 
Launches 

Free, 
Monthly 

Healthcare 
Series



Well, it’s that time of 
year again. The count down 
is on and it is just a matter 
of a few precious days to a 
week or so before we we’ll 
say good-bye to one of our 
favorite avian backyard res-
idents—the hummingbirds. 
Yes, the migration is on 
for these tiny jewels and it 
will be another six to seven 
months before we see them 
again.

Unlike some of the 
more familiar backyard mi-
grants such as the American 
Robin, which only migrates 
as far south as it needs to 
escape the cold and snow, 
hummingbirds are neo-topi-
cal migrants, which is to say 
they migrate all the way to the 
tropics of Central and South 
America. Even our ducks and 
geese whimp-out on migra-
tion when compared to 
the hummingbirds. 

In the eastern 
half of the country 
we only have one 
species of hum-
mingbird. The 
Ruby-throated 
h u m m i n g b i r d , 
named so because 
the male has a large 
ruby red throat patch 
called a gorget. How-
ever, in the western half 
of the country we have up to 
18 species of hummingbird. 
There are over 300 species of 
hummers in the world. What 
is amazing is, all species of 
hummer occur only in the 
Americas from Alaska to the 
tip of South America. There 
are no hummers in Europe, 
Africa or Asia.

Hummingbirds feed 
on nectar from flowers 
which make them import-
ant plant pollinators. They 
do not like flowers with 
nectar concentrations less 
than 10 percent and prefer 
flowers with a sugar con-
tent greater than 25 percent. 
Nectar is a great source of 
quick energy but a very 
poor source of nutrients, so  
hummers get their protein, 
amino acids, vitamins, and 
minerals from eating in-
sects. Most of these insects 
are caught on the wing or  
gleaned from leaves and  

flowers. Since their bills are 
so small, most of the insects 
they catch are tiny soft bodied 
gnats. For example, mosqui-
toes are too large for a hum-
mingbird to fit in their beak.

During flight humming-
birds flap their wings up to 
25-50 times per second. The 
smaller the hummingbird 
species, the faster they flap. 
All this wing activity cre-
ates a humming noise which 
is how they got their name. 
Some species can flap up to 
100 times per second during 
specialized courtship flights.

Hummingbirds have 
the highest metabolism of all 
animals. Their heart rate can 
reach as high as 1,250 beats 
per minute. All this activity 
is powered by the food they 
eat. They consume more than 
their own body weight in 
nectar each day. To do this 
they are constantly searching 
for new flowers. They need 
to visit hundreds of flowers 
each day to meet their daily 
nectar requirements. They 

are unable to store large 
amounts of fat for long 
term survival- as a result, 
all hummers are just hours 
away from death each day 
and night. Therefore, many 
hummers jealously guard a 
nectar feeder that people put 
out for the birds.

Finding adequate food 
supplies is always a chal-
lenge for hummers, espe-
cially during migration. 
Hummingbirds migrate 
at night. Yep that’s right, 
these tiny birds migrate at 
night, in the dark. This al-

lows the hummers to spend 
the daytime hours searching 
for food. If the weather and 
winds are just right at sunset, 
they strike out for a full night 
of flying averaging only 20 to 
30 mph. Using the stars and 
major landforms, such as riv-

ers or mountain ranges, to 
navigate, they make their 
way southward. After 
flying all night they 
fly down and start the 
laborious process of 
finding enough nec-
tar and insects to get 
them through the day. 
Also, let me make one 

thing very clear: Hum-
mingbirds don’t migrate 

on the backs of geese. 
This is such a common 

myth and is totally ludicrous. 
Another very ridiculous 

myth says that you need to 
take down your humming-
bird feeders at this time of 
year to force them to migrate. 
This is actually more harmful 
to your hummers because 
you are removing a constant 
food source. It’s important 
to keep your hummingbird 
feeders up and full of fresh 
nectar at this time of year. 
You may just save the life 
of one of our most amazing 
birds. Until next time…

Stan Tekiela is an au-
thor / naturalist and wildlife 
photographer who travels the 
US to study and photograph 
wildlife. He can be followed 
atwww.facebook.com and 
twiter.com. He can be con-
tacted via his web page at 
www.naturesmart.com
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Letters to Editor
TO THE EDITOR:

I would like to thank all the golfers 
and sponsors for coming and supporting 
Dylan’s Hope Golf Tournament this year.   
It was hard to believe that we had so many 
golfers this year.  Also a special thanks to 
Morrie’s Buffalo Ford for the opportunity 
to win a brand new car, Hubbard Electric 
for a chance at a new side-by-side, and 
Total Construction Solutions for a $15,000 
cash prize as hole-in-one opportunities.  

Thank you to Pebble Creek Golf Club 
for hosting a wonderful event and meal 
again.  It is support from all of you which 
allows us to help so many kids in our com-
munity.  Your support does not go unrecog-
nized and is greatly appreciated.

Thank you again from all of us.
Dylan’s Hope Foundation  
Board of Directors
Becker, MN

TO THE EDITOR:
I want to give a big THANK YOU to 

all the staff at the Patriot Newspaper. What 
a ray of hope it is reading the publication 
every Saturday. Their reporting of all  news 
stories is so  refreshing, and spot on.

The six page insert of support, which 
appeared in the paper of our local Law 
Enforcement Professionals was so heart-
warming, and a wonderful addition to the 
papers usual terrific reporting of the news.

As a  consumer in this area, I will al-
ways spend my money with the business 
owners who support and advertise in the 
Patriot.  I encourage other consumers to 
do the same, because the Patriot stands for 
our true American Values.
Larry Sewall
Clear Lake, MN  

By Katherine Cantin, 
Contributing Writer

While traveling across 
Minnesota’s Sixth District, 
I’ve had the opportunity 
to connect with many of 
you about the priorities 
and concerns you have for 
Congress to address in the 
coming months. 

Take a look at some of 
the items we’ve been work-
ing on…

Community Policing
Communities need law 

enforcement to ensure the 
rule of law is followed. We 
tragically saw unrestrained 
chaos and riots ensue in 
Minneapolis just a few 
short months ago. Rather 
than calling for measures 
to defund them, we should 
be thanking our police for 
everything they do to keep 
us safe and engage with the 
communities they protect.

Law enforcement is 
only as effective as their 
community relations are 
strong. Communities 
throughout the Sixth Dis-
trict are shining examples 
for their efforts to ensure 
the community has positive 
and regular contact with the 
local police and sheriff’s 
departments. St. Cloud is 
one of the many outstand-
ing examples.

St. Cloud invested in a 
community outpost to help 
law enforcement engage 
and communicate with res-
idents in their surrounding 
communities. The “COP 
House” provides improved 
community-focused en-
gagement efforts. A COP 
House is a residential home 
where nearby residents can 
receive critical services and 
build relationships with 
local law enforcement in 
that community. With im-
proved police-citizen com-
munication, officers can 
more effectively establish 
trust and build rapport with 
the citizens that they are 
sworn to protect.  

I introduced the Com-
munity OutPost (COP) 
Outreach and Engagement 
Act which would make 
this effort a national fed-
eral pilot program. The bill 
has received the support of  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
community leaders and law 
enforcement throughout 
Minnesota.  

App Challenge
Each year, my of-

fice has participated in the  
Congress iona l  App  
Challenge. Congress estab-
lished this challenge to pro-
mote Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Mathemat-
ics (STEM) skills, which 
are critical to the American 
workforce. 

This competition in-
vites high school students 
around the country to com-
pete against their class-
mates in creating their own 
software application, better 
known as an app. The ap-
plication period has begun. 
To learn about how to apply 
and to learn the rules sur-
rounding the challenge, go 
to: emmer.house.gov/con-
gressional-app-challenge. 
Registration deadline is Oc-
tober 30th. Register today!

Latterell Farm
Recently I visited the 

Latterell Farm, which is 
a family operated farm in 
Foley dating back to 1919.

I shared with them a 
bill I recently introduced, 
H.R. 7047, which would 
provide additional, ex-
pedited resources for the 
Farm and Ranch Stress As-
sistance Network (FRSAN) 
in the wake of the COVID-
19 pandemic. I’ve long ad-
vocated for mental health 
resources for our farm com-
munities. 

Due to the nature of 
their work and the lack of 
mental health resources 
available in rural areas, 
those who work in agricul-

ture suffer from higher rates 
of depression and suicide. 
The Farm and Ranch Stress 
Assistance Network was 
first created in 2008, but it 
did not receive any funding 
and therefore lapsed. 

I introduced the 
STRESS Act in 2018, 
which renewed FRSAN and 
brought attention to Ameri-
cans in rural areas who suf-
fer from a lack of access 
to mental health care. The 
STRESS Act language was 
included in the 2018 Farm 
Bill, and the program was 
reauthorized. Since then, 
I have advocated for and 
secured the needed funding 
for this program to carry 
out its mission in each ap-
propriations cycle.   

For agricultural pro-
ducers, farmers and ranch-
ers facing untold losses due 
to the COVID-19 outbreak, 
the Coronavirus Food As-
sistance Program was de-
signed to assist you. It is 
being distributed by the 
United States Department 
of Agriculture, and the ap-
plication deadline was ex-
tended until Sept. 11, 2020.

Protecting Seniors
Last Friday was Senior 

Citizens Day, where we 
honor those aging for ev-
erything they have done to 
improve our communities 
and pave the way for the 
next generation. Recently, 
I introduced the Senior 
abuse Training and Offense 
Prevention (STOP) Act, 
which would create a spe-
cialized grant program to 
support law enforcement, 
first responders, and ex-
isting community efforts 
to combat elder abuse. 
Instances of neglect and 
abuse of our aging citizens 
is far too prevalent, and it 
can be prevented. These 
individuals deserve to age 
with dignity, and we must 
ensure they do.

Minnesota has seen 
firsthand the horrible im-
pacts of elder abuse. We 
must ensure dignity and 
respect for our vulnerable 
seniors, and the STOP Act 
would provide resources to 

Communities Need Law Enforcement

Annual Hummingbird MigrationBotchan: Hiding from Humans
I’ve always been a 

big reader, enough to get 
my Bachelor’s Degree in 
English (I know, what a 
nerd, right?) Every time I 
read a work of fiction, I try 
to work out what the con-
nection is from the book 
to what I see going on in 
the world. The funny thing 
about it is that I never fail to 
come up with some sort of 
significant comparison. Lit-
erature is funny that way, in 
that you can read it at any 
point in history and it will 
still be relevant.

This weekend, I read 
Botchan. It’s a very short, 
classic Japanese novel by 
Natsume Sōseki. The main 
character is not a very like-
able young man, and he’s 
constantly getting in trou-
ble. But he’s a very honest 
character. He’s the first to 
own his own mistakes, and 
he never says anything ex-
cept what he really thinks. 

In the story, Botchan 
takes on a new job as a 
mathematics teacher in a 
rural middle school, even 
though he dislikes the 
countryside and he dislikes 
the people even more. But, 
he’s blown his whole inher-
itance on an education and 
he needs to start bringing in 
some cash (I’ve been there 
myself!).

When he arrives at his 
new school, he finds that all 
of his co-workers are dis-
agreeable, scheming jerks  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
who like to trash-talk the 
other teachers behind their 
backs. This passive-ag-
gressive mode of operation 
doesn’t agree with the hon-
est Botchan, and, being his 
honest self, he lets them 
know how he feels. 

In the form of a savage 
beat-down.

Botchan leaves behind 
his resignation and runs 
back to Tokyo, deciding 
to get a job that involves 
less human interaction, and 
spending time with the only 
person he ever cared about, 
his old maid, Kyo, who was 
more like a grandmother to 
him than a servant.

I think that everyone 
has a tendency to harbor 
dislike for their fellow hu-
mans, as Botchan does. It’s 
so easy to get caught up 
on things such as varying 
moralities, modes of op-
eration, or even political 
affiliations. Botchan was 
miserable in that rural town 

with new people, and his 
solution was to beat them 
all up and run away to his 
grandma’s house. That’s 
not a solution I agree with 
(although, man, it is so 
tempting to just let a couple 
fists fly every now and then, 
right?) In the real world, we 
don’t get to quit our jobs 
after throwing a temper 
tantrum and have every-
thing turn out all right. We 
have to reinvest in having 
patience with people, and 
talking with them to fig-
ure out what they believe 
and why. Who knows? We 
might even learn something 
new.

With COVID-19 and 
the presidential race de-
stroying our trust in one 
another, it’s tempting to go 
and hide at home and pre-
tend that there aren’t other 
people in the world. This is 
NOT meant to be a partisan 
piece. Division means that 
two sides of one whole are 
separated — no one group 
is to blame and no one 
group will be able to solve 
every problem that the 
country faces. In the end 
it’s better to have patience 
and consider our oppo-
nents’ side of the situation. 

Even when they’re 
wrong.

See more 
Editorials/Opinions 

on page 9
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Becker American 
Legion Auxiliary

Meeing are held the 
second Tues. of every 
month at the old fire hall in 
Becker, 7 pm. Paula Hinds 
763-262-6679. 

Becker American Legion
Becker Legion meets 

the second Tues. of every 
month at 7 pm at Becker 
Legion (old fire hall).

Becker AA Meeting
Area 35 Alcohol-

ics Anonymous District 
5 meets Thurs. at 8 pm at 
Church of Mary of the Vis-
itation, 12100 Sherburne 
Ave., Becker. Steve 612-
889-1000.

Becker All School Reunion
Scheduled for Thurs., 

Sept. 10, has been cancelled 
due to COVID-19. The 
annual Becker All School 
Reunion is usually held the 
Thurs. after Labor Day at 
Pebble Creek Golf Course in 
Becker. 

Plan to attend next year’s 
All School Reunion, Thurs., 
Sept. 9. All are welcome. For 
more info contact Audrey 
Orton 320-743-2636.

Becker Boy Scout 
Pack 92 Cardboard, 
Paper & Aluminum

Bring your aluminum 
cans to the trailer located 
near Becker True Value & 
paper & cardboard recycla-
bles to the dumpsters near 
the same location the first 
Sat. of every month. There 
will be a Scout there to help 
unload between 9 am-12 
pm. 

Becker Evangelical 
Ministries

Every Wed., 6-7:30 pm 
at Becker Middle School. 
GYM 45 - growing young 
men. HIS KIDZ - K-3rd 
grade. G.I.R.L.S. GROUP - 
4th & 5th grade girls. 

Becker Free Church 
(763) 261-4125 or register 
online at WWW.BECK-
ERFREECHURCH.ORG 
(under Youth Connection 
click “Event Registration”).

Becker Food Shelf 
Open Tues., 9-11 am 

& Thurs. 4-6 pm. The food 
shelf is  located 12060 
Sherburne Ave. in City 
Hall. 763-261-4612.

Becker Lions Club
Meetings are held the 

second Mon. each month at 
7 pm at Pebble Creek Bar & 
Grill. Dale Seavert 320-290-
5342.

Becker Lions Collecting 
Items To Recycle 
Items are: eye glasses, 

hearing aids, cell phones & 
printer ink cartridges. Col-
lection boxes are located at 
the Becker Community Cen-
ter (entryway) & Insight Eye 
care.

Becker Sons of the
American Legion

Squadron 193
Meets the third Tues. 

of each month at 7 pm at 
Becker Legion (old fire hall). 
Looking for new members. 
Commander John Fischbach 
320-249-0579.

Becker Beyond the 
Yellow Ribbon Meeting

The monthly meetings 
are held 6 pm the third Thurs. 
of the month at Becker City 
Hall. 320-980-2752 or see 
the state website at www.
beyondtheyellow ribbon.org. 

Big Lake OPEN 
AA Meetings

Mon., 7pm at the Church 
of Mary of the Visitation 
Catholic Church, Big Lake. 
Big Book Study, Handicap 
Accessible. Questions? Con-
tact: Rob, 763-218-5328.

Big Lake Al-Anon
Meetings held Mon., 

7pm at the Church of Mary 
of the Visitation Catholic 
Church, 440 Lake Street 
N, Big Lake. (church base-
ment). Contact Laurie, 763-
218-5330.

Big Lake Ambassadors
Dear Future Sparkle Sis-

ter! You are cordially invited 
to apply to become a Big 
Lake Ambassador candidate 
for the 2020-2021 school 
year. Coronation of our new 
Royal Family will be held 
the last full wekend in June 
of 2021 at Big Lake Spud 
Fest.

Young ladies who are 
able to apply are the girls in 
grades 3-5 for the little miss 
program (Independence Ele-
mentary), grades 6-8 for the 
junior ambassador program 
(Middle School), & grades 
9-12 for our senior ambassa-
dor program (High School).

If you are interested in 
applying contact Director 
Katrine Nau-Jackson 763-
843-8338 or biglakeambas-
sadors@gmail.com.

Big Lake Ambassador 
Scholarship Program 
You will find that our 

candidate season is an excit-
ing time with our newly re-
incarnated SPUDSCHOOL, 
held on the 4th Monday of 
the month from 5:30-7:30.  
The girls will get together 
monthly for speakers & ac-
tivities encouraging public 
speaking, self-care, profes-
sionalism, service, and other 
key topics.  The girls will 
also be participating in a 
monthly service project ben-
efitting our community or a 
local resource.  Please keep 
in mind the key week for our 
whole program will be the 
last week of June, SPUD-
FEST week.  To qualify to 
earn a crown you must be 
present for all SPUDFEST 
from June 23 through the 
26th in the 2021 calendar 
year.  You certainly can join 
us without seeking a royal 
title of a Big Lake Ambas-
sador.  

If you are interested in 
being a part of our program, 
or have a daughter at Inde-
pendence, the MS, or the 
HS, please email biglakeam-
bassadors@gmail.com or 
contact Director Katrine 
Nau-Jackson at 763-843-
8338.

The Big Lake American 
Legion Auxiliary 

Meets the first Tues. of 
each month at 6:30 pm. in 
the Senior Citizen Center at 
Big Lake City Hall. Please 
contact Kathy at 763-263-
6093 for membership infor-
mation.

Big Lake Beyond the 
Yellow Ribbon

The Big Lake Beyond 
the Yellow Ribbon meets at 
6:30pm on the third Mon., of 
each month in the Commu-
nity Room adjacent to the 
Big Lake Police Dept. & the 
Big Lake Library.

Big Lake Community 
Food Shelf

The Big Lake Commu-
nity Food Shelf exists to 
provide food & supplies for 
families in need residing in 
the Big Lake community & 
to direct them to other ser-
vices that may be helpful to 
them in  manner that pre-
serves the dignity & respect 
of our clients.

Our hours of service are 
Mon. & Thurs. 5:30-7:30 pm 
& Wed. 9-11 am. We also 
serve clients every “Freebie 
Friday” from 10:30-11:30 
am., providing produce, 
dairy, & bakery goods. To 
volunteer call 763-263-2432 
or www.blcfs.org.

The Big Lake Lions 
Looking for community 

minded people to join our 
organization. If interested 
in getting involved with our 
organization, please contact 
any Lion member or send a 
note to P.O. Box 128, Big 
Lake, MN 55309 or 763-
263-2218.

Big Lake Lioness
The Lioness had excel-

lent weather for the Produce 
Distribution at the Big Lake 
Elementary school on Aug. 
17. A great variety of pro-
duce was available to those 
who came. Unfortunately, 
future distributions in Sept. 
& Oct. will not be held which 
the Lionesses are sad to see. 
This was such a worthwhile 
project to those looking for 
fresh produce. 

On Sept. 26, 8am-2pm 
the Lioness will be holding 
their annual Garage Sale at 
Lions Park on CR 5. Avail-
able will be household items, 
clothes, ‘manly’ items for 
men, books, rugs, linens, 
toys & other miscellaneous 
‘finds’ . Stop by & see the se-
lection. Proceeds from this & 
other projects go to the com-
munity in the form of do-
nations for school supplies, 
winter mittens/hats for local 
school children, high school 
scholarships, activities for 
seniors and supporting our 
local food shelf. 

On Mon., Sept. 28 the 
Red Cross will be setting up 
their bloodmobile at Mary of 
the Visitation Church in Big 
Lake from noon-6pm. The 
Red Cross provides about 
40% of our nation’s blood & 
blood components, all from 
generous volunteer donors. 
But supply can’t always meet 
demand because only about 
3% of age-eligible people 
donate blood yearly. Each 
new donor helps us meet 
patient needs. Each year, an 
estimated 6.8 million people 
in the U.S. donate blood. It’s 
never too late to schedule 
an appointment through the 
Red Cross website at: www.
redcross.org.  Masks are re-
quired & social distancing 
will be maintained. The Li-
oness will be there to handle 
registration & serve snacks 
& beverages after your do-
nation.  

If you are interested in 
joining an organization ded-

icated to service within their 
community, come visit us 
the second Monday of every 
month at the Lions Park on 
CR 5 in Big Lake. Social 
starts at 6:30 pm & the meet-
ing begins at 7pm. All are 
welcome to attend.

The Big Lake 
Woman of Today

Hold a monthly general 
meeting at Senior Activity 
Center located in the Big 
Lake City Office Building on 
the 3rd Thurs. of the month 
@ 7pm. Contact Natalie @ 
612-518-3504 or find us at 
FaceBook or www.biglake-
womenof today.webs.com.

Clear Lake Legion 
Meets the second Tues. 

of the month at Palmer 
Twp. Hall. The Legion will 
meet at 7 pm. New members 
are always welcome. Bud 
Stimmler at 320-761-5793.

Clear Lake Lioness
We are searching for & 

welcoming new members 
who are interested in serving 
our communities.

Meetings are the 4th 
Mon. of each month @ Nel-
son Brothers Restaurant in 
Clearwater. Dinner 6:30, 
meeting to follow. 

We are in search of your 
fresh new ideas & energy. 
Sue: 320-743-3534 or Linda: 
763-260-8858.

Clearwater AA/Alanon
Meeting is at 7 pm, Sun. 

night at Clearwater United 
Methodist Church, 405 Main 
St. Clearwater. 320-310-
1399 AA or 320-558-6613 
for Al-Anon.

Clearwater AA Meeting
Mon. nights, 7 pm at 

Church of St. Luke, 17545 
Huber Ave. NW, Clearwater. 
320-558-2124.

Clearwater Legion
Clearwater Legion 

meetings are held the second 
Thurs. of the month. Aux-
iliary 6:30 pm, S.A.L. at 7 
pm, Legion 7:30 pm. Senior 
Lunch first Thurs. of the 
month at noon at Clearwater 
Legion, Clearwater.

Clearwater-Clear Lake 
Food Shelf

Open Mon. 5:30-7 pm, 
Tues. 9-11 am & 6-8 pm, 
Wed. 3-5 pm & in the brown 
Lions Community Building 
beneath the water tower in 
Clearwater.  We service res-
idents of Clearwater & Clear 
Lake.

Clearwater
Narcotics Anonymous 

 Meetings are at 7 pm, 
Wed. night at Clearwater 
United Methodist Church, 
405 Main St. Clearwater. 
612-607-4484.

Dementia Support Group
The fourth Wed. of each 

month at 10-11 am, Room 19 
at Becker Community Cen-
ter, 11500 Sherburne Ave. 
No cost to join. Tami Kol-
binger at 612-590-2449 or 
email tjkolbinger@ gmail.
com.

FREE - Advocates for
 Independence

 1st & 3rd Wed. of the 
month 2-4 pm at Indepen-
dent Lifestyles, 215 North 
Benton Drive, Sauk Rapids. 
Make a difference in your 
community for people w/
disabilities. Michele Pelka 
320-281-2042.  All abilities 
are welcome to attend.

Free Grace Recovery
Sun. 6-8 pm at Clear 

Lake Town Hall, 7684 1st 
Ave. W. Clear Lake. A light 
meal will be served at 6 pm. 
Everyone is welcome. Justin 
or Renee at 612-384-9069.

FREE - The Saint Cloud 
Area Parkinson’s Disease 

(PD) Support Group 
invites you to “Coffee & 
Conversation” the last Wed. 
monthly at 10 am at Edge-
wood Living 677 Brianna 
Drive, Sartell. Meetings are 
open to those diagnosed w/
PD, their families, caregivers, 
& the general public. Group 
provides support, educa-
tion, & awareness about the  
disease. Bobbi 320-281-
3343.  

GRRL Board Reaffirms 
Core Values

Many know the Great 
Regional Library as a place 
to check out books, attend 
storytimes, & come together 
as a community. But, what 
is the library’s mission & 
core values? The Board of 
the library system recently 
reaffirmed GRRL’s core val-
ues of exceptional service, 
forward thinking, & commu-
nity focus. They acknowl-
edged the library as a place 
of an inclusive community 
embracing diversity.

GRRL is a patron-cen-
tered organization & strongly 
commit to our values: Excep-
tional service means that we 
commit to providing free & 

equal access to information, 
operate with respect for all, 
& appreciate our opportunity 
to serve, speak and act with 
honesty & integrity. We are 
empowered & knowledge-
able staff. A recent innova-
tion that displays this value 
is working with community 
partners & cities to provide 
wifi hotspots (GRRL’s WiF-
i2Go service) & expand wifi 
accessibilities at our librar-
ies.

Learn more about the 
Great River Regional Li-
brary system at griver.org/
about-us 

GRRL Offers 
Grab & Go Service
Great River Regional Li-

brary now offers Grab & Go 
service, so you can continue 
borrowing from your local 
library. Browse your local 
library for books & items to 
check out. Look through the 
bookshelves, ask library staff 
questions, & pick up your 
holds, while keeping your 
visit as brief as possible.

Additional services may 
vary by location. You can 
call your local library to find 
out more. Remember to look 
on our website at griver.
org/locations to see your li-
brary’s phone number & ser-
vice hours. 

Homebuyer Education: 
Are YOU Ready for 

Homeownership? 
Take a Zoom class 

from the comforts of 
your own sofa. Wright 
County Community Action 
(WCCA) offers the home-
buyer’s workshop (Home 
Stretch).  A variety of top-
ics in the home buying pro-
cess will be covered in the 
workshop.  Experienced area 
mortgage lenders, real estate 
agents, home inspectors & 
other housing professionals 
instruct the workshop. Vol-
unteer instructors for the 
workshop are profession-
als who work in the Wright 
County area.

 Participants receive a 
certificate after completion 
of the workshop.  The cer-
tificate may assist the par-
ticipants with a requirement 
of specialized mortgages, 
down payment assistance or 
other programs that could 
make homeownership more 
affordable.

Home Stretch will be of-
fered through a Zoom format 
on September 15 & 16, 4–8 
pm.To register, call Wright 
County Community Action 
(WCCA) at (320) 963-6500, 
ext 238.  (Class fee of $30.00 
per household).  Once reg-
istered and full payment, 
participates will receive con-
firmation and a Zoom link. 

Living with Parkinson’s 
Under The Age of 60
If you or anyone you 

know is 60 or under & has 
been diagnosed with Parkin-
son’s Disease, you are wel-
come to attend our group. 
We meet the 3rd Tuesday of 
each month from 6:30-8pm 
at Saron Lutheran Church, 
311 Lake Street So., Big 
Lake, MN 55309.  

Specific topics will be 
scheduled along with open 
forum. Spouse/Care Partner/
Family are encouraged to at-
tend!    Any questions, please 
call Camille Johnson at 763-
350-7401.

Mental Health 
Discussion Group
Meets Mon., 6-7 pm at 

Independent Lifestyles, 215 
N. Benton Dr., Sauk Rapids. 
This is a free group, every-
one is welcome. Ricky 320-
281-2025.

Parkinson’s Disease
Support Group

Meets third Mon. of the 
month, from 1-2:30 pm at 
ILICIL Independent Life-
styles, 215 N. Benton Dr., 
Sauk Rapids. This free group 
provides support, education, 
& awareness about the dis-
ease. Independent Lifestyles 
at 320-529-9000.

Rivers of Hope
Advocates for ending 

family violence, is a non-
profit community based 
agency offering advocacy, 
support, education & refer-
ral services for victims of 
family violence. Working in 
partnerships w/schools, law 
enforcement, social service 
agencies & the court system 
in Sherburne & Wright Co. 
763-295-3433 or 1-800-439-
2642 or info@riversofhope. 
org. Free & confidential. 
Phones answered 24/7.

Snake River Free Mission 
Church Upcoming Events

Hymn sings are held 
every other month on the 
2nd Sun. at 4:30 pm. Check 
Snake River Church Face-
Book page for updates.

5 mi. N of Hwy 10 on 
CR 11, 1.5 mi. E n CR4 & 
then L on 180th Ave (8940 
180th Ave), Becker. Mary 
612-219-8648. 

BIG LAKE SCHOOL INFORMATION

The Big Lake school district will be going back to school 
on Sept. 8. Whether students will be learning in school or 
at a distance will be determined by the average number of 
COVID-19 cases (per 10,000) in Sherburne County over a 
period of 14 days. As of this time, however, the plan for fall 
semester is as follows:

Elementary students (grades K-5) will be following an 
in-person model. Classes will be held at full capacity, and 
general COVID-19 practices will be followed, including 
wearing face masks; social distancing whenever possible; 
having students stay with their own class as much as pos-
sible; and taking advantage of good weather to hold some 
classes, lunch, and recess outside whenever possible.

Secondary students (grades 6-12) will be following the 
hybrid model. Students in Group A will attend in-person 
on Mondays and Tuesdays, and be at home on Wednes-
days, Thursdays, and Fridays. Group B will be at home on 
Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday, and be in-person on 
Thursday and Friday. Students who are at home will still be 
expected to attend their class at the appropriate time.

The first week of school will be slightly different: Group 
A will be in-person on Tuesday and Thursday, Group B will 
be in-person on Wednesday and Friday.

More information will be made available to parents 
and students as the school year approaches. Parents with 
questions are strongly encouraged to contact their students’ 
school(s).

Announcements
BECKER SCHOOLS INFORMATION

Becker Schools’ fall semester will be beginning 
during the second week of September. The model for 
student learning will be determined by the number of 
COVID-19 cases in Sherburne County. The plan, thus far, 
for fall semester is as follows:

Students in grades K-5 will receive individual assess-
ment on Sept. 8 and 9. Students will return to classes on 
Sept. 10. Elementary students will be following an in-per-
son model, meaning that they will have classes at full ca-
pacity, while practicing general COVID-19 practices.

Students in grades 6-12 will be following a hybrid 
model of learning. This means that students with last 
names A-K will attend in-person on Mondays and Tues-
days and be at home on Wednesdays, Thursdays, and Fri-
days. Students with last names L-Z will attend in-person 
on Thursdays and Fridays and learn at home on Mondays, 
Tuesdays, and Wednesdays. In the case where siblings 
have different last names, the last name of the oldest stu-
dent will be used to determine the schedule for all the 
siblings. 

School will begin for students entering grade nine on 
Sept. 8. For all other grades, students with last names A-K 
will begin on Sept. 9, and students with last names L-Z 
will begin on Sept. 10.

Parents with questions are strongly encouraged to 
contact the school.

CLEARVIEW SCHOOL INFORMATION

The Board of Education approved Wednesday night the 
district’s recommendation to begin the 20-21 school year in 
a hybrid learning model. The plan follows the Governor’s 
Stay Safe Minnesota matrix based on local county health 
data.

Details of the plan by level:
Elementary
Grades K-2: Learn in school four days a week, Mon-

day-Thursday, while following social distancing and 50% 
capacity guidelines, and distance learning on Fridays. 
Grades 3-5: Learn in school two days a week, either on 
Monday/Wednesday or Tuesday/Thursday and three days in 
distance learning.

Some students who receive special education or early 
multilingual learners, along with homeless and migrant stu-
dents, may attend school Monday- Thursday and distance 
learn on Fridays.

Each Friday, the State releases local county health data, 
and we will share that data with families and staff weekly.

 We know that COVID-19 case rates fluctuate, and local 
health data may at times require us to transition to either a 
more or less restrictive learning model. If the case rates rise 
to a point that requires us to be more restrictive (such as 
moving to K-12 distance learning), we will transition on the 
Monday following the data release.

If case rates decrease, we will monitor the health data to 
ensure rates either remain stable or decrease over the span 
of three weeks. We would then transition to a less restrictive 
model the following week. 

BECKER / BIG LAKE MEALS ON WHEELS

CATHOLIC CHARITIES / MEALS ON 
WHEELS

AUG 31 - SEPT 4
During this COVID-19 pandemic

Mon-Fri meals are:
“What’s on the Menu - Frozen Meals”

Frozen meals are available for weekends.
1% milk is served with every meal. Menu subject to 
change. Call 763-856-4082 for more information. Sug-
gested contribution for persons 60+ & volunteers is $4.25 
- $8.

ANNOUNCEMENTS  to page 8



CHECK OUT 
SOME OF THE 
AREA’S BEST 

MERCHANTS FOR 
A VARIETY OF 
RESTAURANTS, 

ENTERTAINMENT 
& CELEBRATIONS 

GOING ON.  
SHOP LOCAL!

NOT ADVERTIS-
ING YET? CALL 

OUR OFFICE  TO 
FIND OUT HOW! 
763-275-0275.

Legal Notices are online at www.patriotnewsmn.com
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RSVP /The Volunteer Bridge
BBBS Virtual Mentor – With these uncertain times, the 
youth and families Big Brothers Big Sisters serve are among 
the hardest hit, and they are doing everything they can to 
keep them safe and supported. Children are needing mentor-
ship now more than ever! They now offer virtual matching 
- you can attend an Info Session, be interviewed and meet 
your Little through Zoom! This is a one-on-one volunteer 
opportunity to provide friendship and guidance to a child in 
Central MN. The volunteer will meet with their Little 3 - 4 
times a month for 12 months.  
Great River FIA Friendly Visitor –  A vast majority of 
older adults face social isolation.  Help a community mem-
ber by being matched through Great River FIA and provide 
regular visits and/or phone calls to an older adult facing iso-
lation.  It’s easy to combat loneliness, all it takes is one visit 
or phone call a month.  Only requirement is to keep client 
information confidential and keep up a convenient schedule 
for the ones in need. 
Sherburne County Government Center Greeter – Help 
your local government by being the first point of contact 
for community members entering the Government Center.  
Assist in greeting patrons, directing phone calls, and answer-
ing questions.  Current needs are for Wednesday AM and 
Wednesday PM shift.  Background check will be required 
and must be able to sit at a desk for at least one 4-hour shift a 
week.  Training provided!  Precautions are in place to ensure 
volunteers’ health and safety.  
If you are interested in volunteering in these or other oppor-
tunities, please contact:
RSVP/The Volunteer Bridge
763-635-4505
RSVP@ci.stcloud.mn.us
SherburneUnitedWay.org/Volunteer

This Weeks Calendar Events:

Sun. - Aug. 30, 2020
** Turkey: Hellsepont Swim
Mon. - Aug. 31, 2020
** International Overdose Awareness Day
** Love Litigating Lawyers Day
Wed. - Sept. 2, 2020
** V-J Day
** National Waffle Week (9/2-9/8)
Thurs. - Sept. 3, 2020
** International Cabernet Day
** Anniversary: New York Sun
Fri. - Sept. 4, 2020
** College Colors Day
** Newspaper Carrier Day
** Washington State Fair (CANCELED) (9/4-9/27)
Sat. - Sept. 5, 2020
** United Nations: International Day of Charity
** Kentucky Derby

September Sherburne County 
Health and Human Services - 

Classes are as follows:
WIC (Women, Infants & Children) is for women who are 
pregnant, breastfeeding, recently had a baby, infants and chil-
dren to their 5th birthday.  WIC provides nutrition education, 
breastfeeding support, healthy foods and referrals to health 
services/community resources. The service is free, and you or 
your children may be eligible.  For more information, please 
call 763-765-4116 or 1-800-433-5239, or check out the web-
site http://www.co.sherburne.mn.us/hhs/wic.php. The United 
States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimi-
nation in the administration of its programs. WIC is an equal 
opportunity provider.
Immunization Tuesdays
Sherburne County’s Immunization Clinic offers free or low 
cost immunizations for children 18 years of age or younger 
and uninsured or underinsured adults 19 years and older in 
Minnesota who meet eligibility guidelines on Tuesdays from 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m.  Call for an appointment or more informa-
tion, 763-765-4000 or 1-800-433-5239.

Birth Announcements
Tom & Maggie Wild 

of Becker are excited to 
announce the arrival of 
Julianna Jean Wild, born 
July 27th, 2020 
at 3:10AM, 
weighing 6lb 
6oz and 18 
1/2 inches 
l o n g 
at the 
B u f -
f a l o 
Hos-
pi ta l .  
B a b y 
J joins 
big sister 
Etta and 
black lab 
Mabel.  Please 
note: Big sis-
ter Etta declined to be 
photographed, and only 
commented “no” regard-
ing anything related to the 
subject of little sister’s 
homecoming on her second 

birthday. However, Juli-
anna is already loved by so 
many. Here and above in-
cluding grandparents, Bob 

and Sue Hoff-
man of Sauk 

Centre , and 
Terry and 

C o l l e e n 
W i l d 

of Elk 
River.  
Great 

grand-
parents 

M a r c y 
and the 

late Harold 
“Bud” Weit-

zel of Sauk 
Centre, The late 

Robert “Babe” and Fern 
Hoffman of St. Paul, Carol 
and the late John “Jack” 
Wild, and Jerome and Lo-
retta Kryzer all of Onamia.

Becker Area Senior Center
(BASC) Upcoming Events

Weekly Tuesday morning coffee hour 9:30 
to 11AM is now back at the Becker City Park 
patio behind the park building. Bring a chair & 
a beverage & come for conversation with BASC 
Senior friends. Masks are available. Park in the 
main lot. 

Kimberly Moffitt / 
Benefit Fund

On April 12, 2019, a house 
fire took the lives of 2 year old 
Landon & 1 year old Spen-
cer. The outpouring support 
received from the Big Lake 
Fire & Police Depts. inspired 
the family to give back.On 
Sept. 12, a golf tournament 
will be held at Pine Ridge Golf 
Course in Lincoln/Motley with 
proceeds going to BLFD & 
BLPD.

Organizers are looking for 
$100 hole sponsors - signage 
will be provided to advertise 
your business (win-win) & 
silent auction donations, can 
be dropped off at Third Rail in 
Big Lake. Contact Kim Mof-
fitt at Randall Municipal 320-
749-9529. Thank you beyond 
words, Moffitt/Tully Family.

Santiago Township Annual 
Clean-up Day Re-Scheduled

Sat., Sept. 19, 8am-12pm, 
at Centra Sota in Santiago, 
MN. FREE Items: vehicle 
batteries, aluminum & clean 
scrap metal. Non-acceptable 
Items: regular household gar-
bage fluorescent light bulbs, 
hazardous waste & recycla-
bles.

Must have proof of res-
idency (i.e. tax statement or 
utility bill). The township 
reserves the right to refuse 
acceptance of any material or 
from anyone unable to show 
proof of residency. Volunteers 
needed!

Questions - Shelly Jehoich 
763-662-2012. The Santiago 
Town board meets the second 
Wed. of every month.

SCPD School Supply Drive
St. Cloud Police Depart-

ment is hosting a school sup-
ply drive to benefit St. Cloud 
Area School District 742 stu-
dents for the upcoming school 
year. Donations are being ac-
cepted at the St. Cloud Rotary 
Community Outpost, 101 11th 
Ave N, St. Cloud, throughout 
the week. 

Donations will be deliv-
ered to the District Adminis-
tration Office in Waite Park 
on August 31st. For more in-
formation, contact jesse.dou-
vier@ci.stcould.mn.us.

The Monticello Rod 
& Gun Club 

For the past 60 years been 
the longest continuously we 
have running Firearm Safety 
Program in the state of MN. 
Due to restrictions placed on 
us by the MN Dept of Admin-
istration & the DNR, all in-
class & online field days are 
canceled for 2020. We hope 
to see you again in April 2021.
Monticello Firearms Safety 
Team, Bob Weiman

Volunteer as a Foster 
Grandparent 

Local schools & organi-
zations need caring adults like 
you! Orientation, training & 
ongoing support are provided. 

Pat Braun 612-390-0617.

Wright County 
Community Action

You have been affected & 
are having or are anticipating 
having difficulity paying your  
mortgage, WCCA is here to 
help you navigate your op-
tions & keep your home. Our 
advisor not only helps people 
to achieve ownership, helps 
owners facing financial dif-
ficulty to maintain ownership 
& avoid foreclosure.

To speak with a home-
ownership advisor, call 
Wright County Community 
Action at 320-963-6500 ext. 
238 today. Services are un-
biased, confidential & free of 
charge. 

Young @ Heart
Group meeting at Rejoice 

Lutheran Church in Clearwa-
ter, will be canceled until fur-
ther notice. We will wait until 
the state allows churches & 
other gatherings to begin 
& then look at our group & 
make a decision. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS from page 7

ANNOUNCE YOUR 
FREE EVENT!

Deadline is Wednesday by Noon
Email your event listing to 

production@patriotnewsmn.com

Submitted Article

The United States 
Postal Service will play a 
critical role this year in de-
livering election mail for 
millions of voters across 
the country. There has been 
a lot of discussion recently 
about whether the Postal 
Service is ready, willing 
and able to meet this chal-
lenge.

“The Postal Service 
is ready today to handle 
whatever volume of elec-
tion mail it receives 
this fall,” says Post-
master General 
Louis DeJoy. 
“Even with the 
challenges of 
keeping our 
employees 
and cus-
t o m e r s 
safe and 
healthy as 
they oper-
ate amid a 
pandemic, 
we will de-
liver the na-
tion’s election 
mail on time and 
within our well-es-
tablished service stan-
dards.” 

DeJoy says the Amer-
ican public should know 
that this is their number 
one priority between now 
and election day. 

“The 630,000 dedi-

cated women and men of 
the Postal Service are com-
mitted, ready and proud to 
meet this sacred duty.”

“I am announcing 
today the expansion of our 
current leadership task-
force on election mail to 
enhance our ongoing work 
and partnership with state 
and local election officials 
in jurisdictions throughout 
the country,” DeJoy said. 
“Leaders of our postal 

unions and management 
associations have commit-
ted to joining this taskforce 
to ensure strong coordina-

tion throughout our orga-
nization. Because of the 
unprecedented demands of 
the 2020 election, this task-
force will help ensure that 
election officials and voters 
are well informed and fully 
supported by the Postal 
Service.”

I came to the Postal 
Service to make changes to 
secure the success of this 
organization and its long-
term sustainability,” DeJoy 
continued. “I believe signif-

icant reforms are essential 
to that objective, and 

work toward those 
reforms will 

c o m m e n c e 
af ter  the 

election. In 
the mean-
t i m e , 
there are 
s o m e 
l o n g -
standing 
o p e r a -
tional ini-
t i a t i v e s 

— efforts 
that predate 

my arrival 
at the Postal 

Service — that 
have been raised as 

areas of concern as the 
nation prepares to hold an 

election in the midst of a 
devastating pandemic. To 
avoid even the appearance 
of any impact on election 
mail, I am suspending these 

initiatives until after the 
election is concluded.”

DeJoy says he wants to 
assure all Americans of the 
following:

• Retail hours at Post 
Offices will not change; 

• Mail processing 
equipment and blue col-
lection boxes will remain 
where they are;

• No mail processing 
facilities will be closed;

• He reasserts that over-
time has, and will continue 
to be, approved as needed.      

“In addition, effec-
tive Oct. 1, we will engage 
standby resources in all 
areas of our operations, in-
cluding transportation, to 
satisfy any unforeseen de-
mand.”

“I am grateful for the 
commitment and dedication 
of all the men and women 
of the Postal Service, and 
the trust they earn from the 
American public every day, 
especially as we continue 
to contend with the impacts 
of COVID-19. As we move 
forward, they will have the 
full support of our organi-
zation throughout the elec-
tion.”

Postmaster issues statement 
on election mail
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NOTICE OF ASSESSMENT 
LIEN FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERIFI-
CATION OF THE DEBT AND 
IDENTITY OF THE ORIGINAL 
CREDITOR WITHIN THE TIME 
PROVIDED BY LAW IS NOT 
AFFECTED BY THIS ACTION

THIS COMMUNICATION 
IS FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR.  
THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO COL-
LECT A DEBT AND ANY IN-
FORMATION OBTAINED WILL 
BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE 

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that default has been made 
in the terms and conditions of the 
Declaration of Woods at Elk River 
Station Association, (hereinafter 
the “Declaration”) recorded in the 
office of the County Recorder of 
Sherburne County, Minnesota on 
December 30, 2003, as Document 
No. A537145, which covers the 
following property:

Legal Description: Unit No. 
3604, Woods at Elk River 
Station, Common Interest 
Community No. 46
Property Address: 17183 
Monroe Drive NW, Elk 
River, Minnesota 55330
PID: 75-719-3604
THAT pursuant to said Decla-

ration, there is claimed to be due 
and owing as of July 29, 2020, 
from Steven Fowler, title holder, 
to Woods at Elk River Station 
Association, a Minnesota non-
profit corporation, the amount of 
$6,875.00, plus additional assess-
ments and other amounts that may 
have accrued since the date of this 
notice, including the costs of col-
lection and foreclosure;

THAT prior to the commence-
ment of this foreclosure proceed-
ing, Lienor complied with all 
notice requirements as required 
by statute; that no action or pro-
ceeding has been instituted at law 
or otherwise to recover the debt 
secured by said lien, or any part 
thereof; 

THAT the owner has not been 
released from his financial obliga-
tion to pay said amount;

THAT pursuant to Minn. Stat. 
§ 515B.3-116, said debt creates a 
lien upon said premises in favor 
of Woods at Elk River Station As-
sociation, as evidenced by a lien 
statement dated June 19, 2020, 
recorded on July 10, 2020, in the 
office of the Sherburne County Re-
corder as Document No. 895627;

THAT pursuant to the power 
of sale granted by the owners in 
taking title to the premises sub-
ject to said Declaration, said lien 
will be foreclosed by the sale of 
said property by the sheriff of said 
County at the Sherburne County 
Sheriff’s Office, 13880 Business 
Center Drive NW, in the City of 
Elk River, County Sherburne, 
State of Minnesota, on October 1, 
2020, at 10 a.m., at public auction 

to the highest bidder, for cash, to 
pay the amount then due.  The time 
allowed by law for redemption by 
the unit owners, their personal rep-
resentatives or assigns is six (6) 
months from the date of said sale.

DATE TO VACATE PROP-
ERTY: The date on or before 
which the owner must vacate 
the property if the account is not 
brought current or the property re-
deemed under Minn. Stat. § 580.23 
is April 1, 2021. If the foregoing 
date is a Saturday, Sunday or legal 
holiday, then the date to vacate is 
the next business day at 11:59 p.m.

REDEMPTION NOTICE 
THE TIME ALLOWED BY 

LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY 
THE OWNER, THE OWNER’S 
PERSONAL REPRESENTA-
TIVE OR ASSIGNS, MAY BE 
REDUCED TO FIVE WEEKS 
IF A JUDICIAL ORDER IS EN-
TERED UNDER MINNESOTA 
STATUTES, SECTION 582.032, 
DETERMINING, AMONG 
OTHER THINGS, THAT THE 
PREMISES ARE IMPROVED 
WITH A RESIDENTIAL 
DWELLING OF LESS THAN 
FIVE UNITS, ARE NOT PROP-
ERTY USED IN AGRICUL-
TURAL PRODUCTION, AND 
ARE ABANDONED.
WOODS AT ELK RIVER 
STATION ASSOCIATION, Lienor
Dated: July 29, 2020   
By /s/ Thomas P. Carlson
Thomas P. Carlson (024871X)
Carlson & Associates, Ltd.
1052 Centerville Circle
Vadnais Heights, MN 55127
(651) 287-8640
ATTORNEY FOR WOODS AT 
ELK RIVER 
STATION ASSOCIATION
(Published in the Patriot: 
08/15/20; 08/22/20; 08/29/20; 
09/05/20; 09/12/20; 09/19/20).
___________________________

STATE OF MINNESOTA
TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

COUNTY OF SHERBURNE
DISTRICT COURT PROBATE 

DIVISION
Court File No. 71-PR-20-96
Estate of: Magdalen M. Kroll 
aka Maggie M. Kroll aka Mag-
gie Kroll,
Decedent

NOTICE AND ORDER OF 
HEARING ON PETITION FOR 
PROBATE OF WILL AND AP-
POINTMENT OF PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVE AND NO-
TICE TO CREDITORS

It is Ordered and Notice is 
given that on 11/12/2020, at 1:50 
p.m., a hearing will be remotely 
held in this Court at 13880 Busi-
ness Center Drive, Elk River, 
Minnesota, for the formal probate 
of an instrument purporting to be 
the Will of the Decedent, dated 
February 23, 2016, and separate 
writing(s) under Minnesota Stat-
utes section 524.2-513 (“Will”), 
and for the appointment of Fidelis 
A. Kroll whose address is 18310 
Fair Meadows Circle, Big Lake, 
Minnesota 55309 as Personal 
Representative of the Estate of the 
Decedent in  an UNSUPERVISED 
administration.

Any objections to the peti-
tion must be filed with the Court 
prior to or raised at the hearing. 
If proper and if no objections are 
filed or raised, the Personal Rep-
resentative will be appointed with 
full power to administer the Estate 
including the power to collect all 
assets, to  pay all legal  debts, 
claims, taxes and expenses, to sell 
real and personal property, and to 
do all necessary acts for the Estate. 

Notice is also given that (sub-
ject to Minnesota Statutes section 
524.3-801) all creditors having 
claims against the Estate are re-
quired to present the claims to the 
Personal Representative or to the 
court Administrator within four 
months after the date of the Notice 
or the claims will be barred.

A charitable beneficiary may 
request notice of the probate pro-
ceedings be given to the Attorney 
General pursuant to Minnesota 
Statutes section 501B.41, subdi-
vision 5.
/s/ Gina DeVilbissHendry
Court Administrator Deputy
Dated: 8/13/2020
Attorney for: Personal Represen-
tative
John P. Ahlgren
Ahlgren Law Office, LLC.
One North Lake Street
Mora, MN 55051
Attorney License No: 12039X
Telephone: (320) 679-1754
FAX: (320) 679-1378
Email: john@ahlgrenlawoffice.
com
(Published in the Patriot: 
08/22/20; 08/29/20).
___________________________

STATE OF MINNESOTA 
TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
COUNTY OF SHERBURNE 
DISTRICT COURT PROBATE 

DIVISION
Court File No.  71-PR-20-61
Estate of
Daniel S. Peyla,
Decedent  

AMENDED NOTICE OF 
HEARING ON PETITION FOR 
PROBATE OF WILL AND AP-
POINTMENT OF PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVE AND NO-
TICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is given that on 
10/22/2020, at 2:10 pm, a remote 
hearing will be held in this Court 
at Sherburne County Government 
Center, 13880 Business Center 
Drive, Elk River, Minnesota, for 
the formal probate of an instru-
ment purporting to be the Will of 
the Decedent dated, June 1, 2016, 
and (“Will”), and for the appoint-
ment of Jessica P. Nagtalon, whose 
address is 7546 28th Avenue NW, 
Seattle, WA, 98117 as Personal 
Representative of the Estate of the 
Decedent in an UNSUPERVISED 
administration. Any objections to 
the petition must be filed with the 
Court prior to or raised at the hear-
ing. If proper and if no objections 
are filed or raised, the Personal 
Representative will be appointed 
with full power to administer the 
Estate including the power to 
collect all assets, to pay all legal 
debts, claims, taxes and expenses, 
to sell real and personal property, 
and to do all necessary acts for the 
Estate.

Notice is also given that (sub-
ject to Minnesota Statutes section 
524.3-801) all creditors having 
claims against the Estate are re-
quired to present the claims to the 
Personal Representative or to the 
Court Administrator within four 
months after the date of this Notice 
or the claims will be barred.

A charitable beneficiary may 
request notice of the probate pro-
ceedings be given to the Attorney 
General pursuant to Minnesota 
Statutes section 501B.41, subdi-
vision 5.
Dated:  8/11/2020  
/s/ Gina DeVilbissHendry
Court Administrator Deputy
Attorney for Petitioner 
Christopher R. Evans
Smith, Paulson, O’Donnell & Er-
ickson 
201 West 7th Street
Monticello, MN, 55362 
Attorney License No: 0400541 
Telephone: (763) 295-2107 
Chris.evans@spoelawyers.com
(Published in the Patriot: 
08/22/20; 08/29/20).
___________________________

Editorial/Opinion
Helping Veterans, Service Providers

Friends and neighbors, 
Two weeks ago, Gov. 

Tim Walz renewed his 
emergency powers trigger-
ing a requirement in state 
law to call a special session. 
We voted to end his powers 
and looked for ways to re-
store constitutional balance 
of powers. 

Veterans Restorative 
Justice Act  
We unanimously 

passed The Veterans Re-
storative Justice Act, which 
aims to divert at-risk veter-
ans toward probation and 
social service programs in-
stead of jail time when they 
commit certain less-severe 
crimes. 

This bill is intended to 
help all the men and women 
who find themselves fight-
ing new battles when they 
return home. We want them 
to have the resources they 
need to recover and estab-
lish their lives after service. 

Several counties al-
ready have veterans treat-
ment courts that help 
veterans receive treatment 
for their less severe crimes 
instead of prison. The Vet-
erans Restorative Justice 
Act is not a mandate; it sim-
ply provides a statutory set 
of guidelines for veterans’ 

treatment 
in courts. 

T h e 
bill rec-
ommends 
v e t e r a n s 
be eligible 
for the di-
versionary 
p r o g r a m 
if their 
offense is 
below a 
s e v e r i t y 
level 7 on 
the state’s 
sentencing 
grid, and that they swear 
that the offense was com-
mitted due to one of several 
factors: service-connected 
sexual trauma, a traumatic 
brain injury, PTSD, a sub-
stance abuse disorder, or 
mental health condition. 
The court will investigate 
all claims. Veterans would 
be required to plead guilty 
and accept the conditions of 
the court, including remain-
ing sober and completing a 
treatment program. 

 Grants for Providers  
Last week we passed 

over $30 million in fund-
ing for retention grants for 
home and community-based 
service providers and pub-
lic health needs of disabil-

ity service 
p r o v i d -
ers. The 
pandemic 
b r o u g h t 
about a 
significant 
loss to day 
s e r v i c e 
p r o v i d -
ers, em-
ployment 
s e r v i c e 
providers, 
and other 
s i m i l a r 
e n t i t i e s . 

They were in dire financial 
straits as Governor Walz 
ordered them closed. They 
need these grants as they 
have had virtually no in-
come over the last several 
months while their clients 
have been unable to gather 
at the facilities. 

This bill designates a 
modest two-thirds of one 
month of revenue to provid-
ers around the state. This 
will not make them whole 
as many have not been able 
to operate for months, but 
it will provide some sta-
bility as they overcome the 
financial strain of closures 
necessitated by COVID-19 
and keep them open for fu-
ture needs  

Included is $10 mil-
lion appropriated from the 
coronavirus relief fund for 
disability service provider 
public health grants. With 
increased need for supplies, 
distancing standards, and 
transportation costs, this 
will ensure facilities have 
the resources they need to 
safely social distance when 
they are able to reopen. 

We have some of the 
best service providers in 
our state, including Op-
tions in Big Lake, and we 
have worked over the last 
few months to ensure they 
have the support they need 
to carry on through the 
devastating impacts of this 
pandemic and safely reopen 
once again. Many in our 
district rely on these pro-
viders as they strive to gain 
independence, give back to 
the community, and find 
their purpose. These grants 
are for the providers and for 
the individuals with disabil-
ities or special needs who 
benefit greatly from these 
life-changing services. 

By Mary Kiffmeyer 
State Senator 

EMMER from page 6
ensure this abuse does not 
happen again.

IRS Tax Returns
Recently, I joined the 

entire Minnesota Congres-
sional Delegation in send-
ing a letter to the Internal 
Revenue Service (IRS) 
expressing concern about 
delays Minnesotans have 
been experiencing with the 
processing of their paper 

tax returns. We requested 
answers as to what the 
agency is doing to miti-
gate these problems for the 
Americans they serve. 

If you have trouble 
navigating the IRS and 
need assistance, visit my 
website. I have dedicated 
casework staff who can as-
sist you. 

Probate? 
Lien Sales? 

Assumed Name?
Legal Notice 
Questions?

Contact Kathy 
At The PATRIOT

763-275-0275
or

legals.kathy@
patriotnewsmn.com

ATTN! 
Letters to the editor and editorials are an 

important part of the PATRIOT Newspaper. 
Our readers share a wide range of perspec-

tives on current issues.

Letters that are well-written, have a clear 
opinion and responsive to current events are 
more likely to be chosen for publication. The 
PATRIOT also seeks to publish letters from a 
range of readers of diverse backgrounds. The 
PATRIOT does not discriminate due to age, 

sexual orientation, race or 
political affiliation. The columns from polit-
ical parties are unsolicited and do not neces-

sarily reflect the PATRIOT’S views.

Columns are typically written by PATRIOT 
staffers and/or seated 

politicians who have stakes in the communi-
ties of the PATRIOT 

readership.
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Legal Notices,
Police and 

Sheriffs’
Reports 

are online at
www.patriotnewsmn.com.com

BECKER POLICE DEPARTMENT  
ACTIVITY REPORT 

WEEK ENDING AUGUST 23, 2020
17-Aug: 2 equipment warning, 1 speed / No proof of insurance Citation 
#321, 1 driving conduct warning, 1 fire alarm, 3 miscellaneous officer, 1 
FOP violation / Assault, 1 Dog bite, 2 traffic complaint, 2 vehicle lock-
out, 1 agency assist, 1 garbage/littering complaint, 1 security check, 1 
suspicious activity
18-Aug: 2 security check, 1 parking ordinance warning, 1 expired tabs 
warning / no proof of insurance Citation #322, 1 record check, 2 vehicle 
lockout, 1 miscellaneous officer, 5 crosswalk violation warning, 1 speed 
warning, 1 theft, 1 speed / driving conduct warnings
19-Aug: 1 security check, 1 accident, 2 speed warning, 1 suspicious ac-
tivity, 4 record check, 1 welfare check, 1 property damage, 1 miscella-
neous officer, 3 equipment warning, 1 expired tabs warning
20-Aug: 3 equipment warning, 1 suspicious activity, 2 driving conduct 
warning, 2 suspicious vehicle, 1 stop sign warning, 1 Potentially Dan-
gerous Dog / Admin Citation #3606, 1 cross arm malfunction, 1 juvenile 
concern, 1 civil, 1 Driving after Suspension Citation #323, 1 welfare 
check, 1 traffic complaint, 1 fraud, 1 distracted driving warning, 1 dis-
tracted driving warning / Driving after Revocation & possession of drug 
paraphernalia Citation #324, 1 agency assist, 1 security check, 1 speed 
warning, 1 equipment warnings / 3rd Degree DWI
21-Aug: 1 equipment warning, 2 agency assist, 1 suspicious person, 1 
miscellaneous public, 8 speed warning, 1 semaphore violation warning, 
1 vehicle lockout, 1 City Ordinance Violation / Admin Citation #3501, 1 
record check, 1 property damage, 1 obstructed plate warning, 1 warrant 
arrest, 1 expired tabs / no proof of insurance warning, 1 suspended object 
warning / possession of 5th degree controlled substance, 3 drive without 
headlights warning, 1 mental health, 1 stop sign warning
22-Aug: 1 suspended object warning, 4 equipment warning, 1 equip-
ment warning / driving after revocation Citation #326, 1 driving conduct 
/ suspended object warnings, 1 medical, 5 speed warning, 1 speed Cita-
tion #327, 1 expired registration warning, 1 public assist, 1 burglary, 1 
domestic dispute, 1 speed warning / No proof of insurance Citation #328, 
1 stop sign / equipment warnings, 1 suspicious vehicle, 1 speed / driving 
conduct warnings
23-Aug: 1 drive in wrong lane of traffic / DWI, 1 miscellaneous officer, 
1 expired registration warning, 1 medical, 1 public assist, 1 suspended 
object warning, 1 found property

SHERBURNE COUNTY SHERIFF’S 
ACTIVITY REPORT 

WEEK OF AUGUST 17 - 23, 2020
The following individuals have been booked into the Sherburne Co. 
Jail for the alleged offense(s):
Anisa Yusuf Haji Ali, 26 of St. Cloud, MN  56304 - MSD domestic 
assault. Jason Robert Puhl, 40 of St. Cloud, MN  56304 - FEL terroristic 
threats. Shakayla Malaine Petty, 27 of St. Cloud, MN  56304 - FEL 2nd 
degree assault & MSD domestic assault. Austin Leigh Zinnel, 40 of Big 
Lake, MN  55309 - GM obstructing with force. Jesse James Wiley, 41 of 
Big Lake, MN  55309 - MSD DANCO violation & GM DWI - controlled 
substance. Troy Matthew Kovich, 26 of Elk River, MN  55330 - FEL 
5th degree drugs & MSD DANCO violation (2 counts). Tyler Thomas 
Hadtrath, 21 of Zimmerman, MN  55398 - MSD domestic assault. Ja-
heim Markeiths Brown, 18 of Waite Park, MN  56387 - FEL 5th degree 
drugs. John Thomas Jennings, 43 of Elk River, MN  55330 - MSD do-
mestic assault. George Graham III, 37 of Minneapolis, MN  55405 - FEL 
5th degree drugs (3 counts) & State of Mississippi warrant. Breeanna 
Renee Young, 31 of Saint Paul, MN  55106 - FEL Flee in motor vehicle. 
Troy Lee Paumen, 49 of Becker, MN  55308 - Itasca Co. warrant. Mat-
thew John Partlow, 21 of South St. Paul, MN  55075 - Sherburne Co. 
warrant. Jennifer Lynn Coleman, 46 of Nowthen, MN  55303 - Anoka 
Co. warrant. Alyssa Nicole Beaulieu, 26 of Minneapolis, MN  55407 - 
Cass Co. & Hennepin Co. warrants. Keshawn Latrell Johnson, 18 of St. 
Cloud, MN  56303 - Sherburne Co. warrant. Terry Thomas Olson, 45 of 
Zimmerman, MN  55398 - Sherburne Co. warrant. Joseph Emmet Krupa, 
32 of St. Cloud, MN  56301 - Sherburne Co. warrant.
Citations Issued: 1 possess/sell/furnish - hypodermic syringes/needles, 
1 duty to drive with due care, 16 speed, 1 driver fails to stop for stop sign, 
1 vehicle registration/permit/plates required, 1 no proof of insurance, 1 
driving after suspension, 1 driving after revocation, 1 Livonia Twp. - 
nuisance condition. Total: 24
Calls for Service: 3 burglary, 6 theft, 1 theft – mv, 1 drugs/narcotics, 2 
DWI, 11 disturbing the peace, 5 harassment, 3 property damage, 1 driv-
ing after revocation/suspension/cancellation, 1 crimes against adminis-
tration of justice, 1 forgery/counterfeit, 9 fraud complaint, 4 animal lost, 
2 property lost, 4 animal found, 4 property found, 3 abandoned vehicle, 
3 accident – mv personal injury, 9 accident – mv property damage, 1 
accident – vehicle v. animal, 1 animal complaint, 2 conservation, 2 dog 
complaint, 1 fire – vehicle, 1 fire – grass, 2 alarm – fire, 1 gas leak/smell, 
30 medical, 7 mental case, 1 miscellaneous public, 4 domestic, 3 public 
assist, 18 agency assist, 6 alarm – security, 14 civil complaint, 59 officer 
initiated traffic stop, 15 traffic complaint, 4 suspicious person, 8 suspi-
cious vehicle, 1 juvenile complaint, 1attempt to locate, 5 security check, 
19 extra patrol, 2 loud music complaint, 1 deliver message, 15 check the 
welfare, 1 burning complaint, 14 boating complaint, 3 ATV complaint, 1 
shooting complaint, 2 repossession, 2 fireworks complaint, 6 cross arm 
malfunction, 1 parking complaint, 6 jail medical, 1 jail medical guard, 
1 paper service, 1 recovered stolen motor vehicle, 10 suspicious activ-
ity, 6 hazardous road conditions, 11 miscellaneous officer, 6 background 
check, 2 warrant arrest, 1 funeral escort, 25 transport, 2 911 hang up, 1 
follow up, 1 public lift assist, 1 UAV deployment, 5 vehicle lockout, 1 
vehicle off road, 1 warrant attempt. Total: 409
July 26th: Sharon Rasmussen-Sprague on 184th St NW in Orrock Twp. 
reported - theft of package from the mail, value $25.
July 30th: Tanya Carlson on 117th St NW in Livonia Twp. reported - 
theft of cameras, value $260.
Aug. 2nd: Eda Kellogg on 123rd St NW in Livonia Twp. reported - theft 
of 2018 Trek Farley Fat Bike from her residence, value $1889.99.
Aug. 5th: Jason Aumock on 70th St SE in Clear Lake Twp. reported - 
theft of 2014 Can Am Outlander 500 four-wheeler, value $5,000.
Aug. 6th: Pleasure Land RV on 12th St SE in Haven Twp. reported - 
theft of 16-foot 2021 Avenger Camper Trailer, value $12,699.
Aug. 13th: Roberta Mitchell reported - theft of wallet from her vehi-
cle while parked at residence on 272nd Ave NW in Livonia Twp. items 
taken were $300 cash, miscellaneous cards, identification & black wallet 
valued $75.
Aug. 15th: LuAnn VanHeel on 185th Ave SE in Becker Twp. reported - 
theft of 2001 white Easy Go electric Golf Car, value $1,500.
Aug. 17th: Victoria Anderson on 185th Ave SE in Becker Twp. reported 
- theft of two 30lb propane tanks from travel trailer, value $150.

WRIGHT COUNTY SHERIFF’S ACTIVITY REPORT 
PERIOD ENDING AUGUST 24, 2020

Aug. 17: Alan Arnold Phenow, 71, of Albertville, was arrested in Al-
bertville - Wright Co. apprehension & detention order - 2nd degree DWI 
refusal to test violations. Blake Ryan Hanson, 42, of Mound, was arrested 
in Scott Co. - Wright Co. warrant - 5th degree possession of controlled 
substance violation. Tyijuan Quinyetta Liddell, 21, of St. Cloud, was ar-
rested in Stearns Co. - Wright Co. warrant - fleeing law enforcement 
violations. Rodney Damaris Douglas, 40, of St. Paul, was arrested in 
Washington Co. - charge of fugitive from justice & Wright Co. warrant 
- driving after revocation. Tyler Dennis McCracken, 25, no permanent 
address, was arrested in Sherburne Co. - Wright Co. warrant - theft viola-
tions. Benjamin Zachary Hanson, 45, of Buffalo, was arrested in Buffalo 
- charge of felon in possession of firearm. Petter Guillermo Corrales, 30, 
of Elk River, was arrested in Otsego - Wright Co. warrant - 2nd degree 
assault & Renville Co. warrant - 3rd degree DWI.
Aug. 18: Junell Christine Gravelle, 35, of Watertown, was arrested in 
Caver Co. - Wright Co. warrant - 5th degree Drug Possession. Jeffrey 
James Sparks, 43, of Watertown, was arrested in Caver Co. - Wright Co. 
warrant - 5th degree drug possession. Jesse David Miller, 39, of Mon-
ticello, was arrested in Monticello - charge of domestic assault. Greg-
ory Keith Kraml, 51, of Cologne, was arrested in Caver Co. - charge of 
stalking. 
Aug. 19: Nathan Scott Jones, 30, of Montrose, was arrested in Montrose 
- charge of disorderly conduct. Michael Jon Novak, 51, of Bloomington, 
was arrested in Hennepin Co. - Wright Co. warrant - 5th degree drug 
possession & Mille Lacs Co. warrant - probation violation. Susan Laine 
Helmke, 50, of St Paul, was arrested in Anoka Co. - Wright Co. warrant - 
theft. Wilbert Russell Wilcher, 40, of Columbia Heights, was arrested in 
Anoka Co. - Wright Co. warrant - financial transaction card fraud. Scot 
Andrew Herd, 47, of Minneapolis, was arrested in Hennepin Co. - Wright 
Co. warrant - theft. Josepg Charles Huikko, 40, of Buffalo, was arrested 
in South Haven - Wright Co. warrant - 5th degree Drug Possession & 
Scott Co. warrant - 5th degree meth possession. Jeremy Leo Melin, 41, 
of Cokato, was arrested in Cokato - Wright Co. warrant - 5th degree meth 
possession, domestic assault & giving Peace Officer false name. Douglas 
Roger Johnson, 52, of Cokato, was arrested in Cokato - Wright Co. war-
rant - domestic assault. Mark Richard Liebeg, 50, of Otsego, was arrested 
in Buffalo - charge of 2nd degree assault. Brandon Jarik Carlson, 28, of 
Albertville, was arrested in Otsego - Wright Co. warrant - 5th degree 
controlled substance possession & driving after suspension.
Aug. 20: Anna Marie Oehser, 44, of Otsego, was arrested in Otsego - 
charge of domestic assault. Derek Joseph Warwas, 23, of Brainerd, was 

arrested in Crow Wing Co. - Wright Co. warrant - 3rd degree burglary. 
Benny Michael Wiggins, 39, of Sauk Rapids, was arrested in Stearns Co. 
- charge of terroristic threats. Da Lante Ramel Palmer, 21, of St Cloud, 
was arrested in Hennepin Co. - Wright Co. warrant - violate no contact 
order & Stearns Co. warrant - violate no contact order. Dustin John Schla-
gel, 37, of Buffalo, was arrested in Buffalo Co. - two Wright Co. war-
rants - 5th degree drug possession. Wayne Lee Thompson Potter, 32, of 
Coon Rapids, was arrested in Otsego - an Anoka Co. warrant - 5th degree 
controlled substance possession. Brandon Jon Lund, 36, of Spirit Lake, 
ND, was arrested in Otter Tail Co. Co. - Wright Co. warrant - financial 
transaction fraud. Darius Desean Hosch, 28, of Buffalo, was arrested in 
Buffalo - charge of 1st degree criminal sexual conduct & Dept. of Cor-
rections warrant - parole violation.
Aug. 21: Angie Marie Kolden, 39, of Brainerd, was arrested in Otsego - 
charge of 3rd degree drug sale. Michael Todd Lundgren, 44, of Waverly, 
was arrested in Waverly - Wright Co. warrant - domestic assault. Christo-
pher Charles Watson, 41, of Montrose, was arrested in Montrose - charge 
of 5th degree controlled substance possession & Sherburne Co. warrant 
- 5th degree controlled substance possession. Jennifer Kim Bruska, 38, 
of Buffalo, was arrested in Buffalo - Wright Co. Authority to Detain - 5th 
degree controlled substance possession. Leslie Gene Robinson, 58, of 
Minneapolis, was arrested in Olmsted Co. - Wright Co. warrant - theft 
& Meeker Co. warrant - theft. Amelia Meradith Lang, 35, of Vadnais 
Heights, was arrested in Buffalo - McLeod Co. warrant - possession of 
shoplifting gear & Carver Co. warrant - 5th degree controlled substance 
possession. Deborah Lea Ann Kenyon-Woessner, 34, of Fergus Falls, was 
arrested in St Michael - charge of 2nd degree DWI refuse to submit test.
Aug. 22: Jalen Lee Wuchko, 24, of Randall, was arrested in Monticello 
- charge of 3rd degree DWI. Nathan Earl Robb, 30, of Monticello, was 
arrested in Monticello - charge of driving after cancellation. Toby Lynn 
Scheelk, 43, of Maple Grove, was arrested in Monticello - charge of 3rd 
degree DWI. Mitch Raymond Helberg, 31, of Annandale, was arrested in 
Buffalo - charge of 2nd degree DWI.
Aug. 23: Brian Lee Anderson, 33, of Ramsey, was arrested in Otsego - 
charge of 3rd degree DWI. Brandon Eugene Laures, 23, of Delano, was 
arrested in Delano - Hennepin Co. warrant - carry pistol without permit.
There were 21 property damage accidents, 4 personal injury accidents, 
4 hit & run accidents & 3 car deer accidents. 
There were 4 arrests for DWI, 1 underage consumption arrests, & 105 
tickets for miscellaneous traffic violations reported this week.

BIG LAKE POLICE DEPARTMENT  
CALLS FOR SERVICE - JAIL BOOKINGS

WEEK OF AUGUST 17 - 23, 2020
Call for Service Summary:
Total Calls for Service for Week: 350; 2020 Calls for Service: 10,721; 
Traffic Stops/Enforcement: 124; Citations: 16; Arrests: 3; Medical Emer-
gency Calls: 15; Mental Health Holds: 2; Civil Mediation (Child Custo-
dy-Property): 4.
BLPD Jail Bookings – Also Reflected in the Sherburne County Sher-
iffs Officer Booking Report:
Jose Murillo – (Age 22 – Big Lake, MN) –  GM 3rd Degree DWI; 
Austin Zinnel – (Age 40 – Big Lake, MN) – GM Obstruction with 
Force; Jesse Wiley – (Age 41 – Big Lake, MN) – 4th Degree DWI – 
Controlled Substance.
Sun., Aug. 23, 2020: 5700 blk Glasgow Bay - Harassment - Officers 
investigated a report of harassment via social media; 220 Maple Ln - 
Disturbance - Officers dispatched mediate a verbal disturbance; 640 blk 
Driftwood Cir - Harassment - Officers investigated verbal harassment 
between parties; Hwy 10/Phyllis St - DWI - Driver stopped for a traf-
fic violation & found to be under the influence of alcohol.  Arrested & 
booked into jail, see bookings for charges.
Sat., Aug. 22, 2020: 5120 blk Edinburgh Alcove – Obstruction – Officers 
dispatched to a domestic. When officers attempted to remove male from 
the residence, male refused & fought with officers. Male was arrested 
& transported to jail. See booking for charges; 500 blk Lakeshore Dr - 
Harassment - Officers investigated verbal harassment between parties.; 
711 Rose Dr - Theft - Report of property theft, investigation ongoing; 
Minnesota Ave/Powell St - DWI - Driver stopped for a traffic violation 
& found to be under the influence of a controlled substance.  Arrested & 
booked into jail, see bookings for charges.
Fri., Aug. 21, 2020: Family Dollar - Property Damage - Report of dam-
age done to a fire hydrant; 280 blk Maple Ln - Disturbance - Officers 
dispatched mediate a verbal disturbance; Lake St/Ormsbee St - Marijuana 
in a Vehicle - Officer stopped vehicle for a traffic violation, could smell 
burning marijuana, driver issued summons for Marijuana Possession; 
Liberty Elementary - Property Damage - Report of graffiti at school. 
Thurs., Aug. 20, 2020: 5700 Glasgow Bay - Harassment - Officers in-
vestigated verbal harassment between parties; Lakeside Park - Skate Park 
- Property Damage - Report of graffiti at the skate park. 
Wed., Aug. 19, 2020: Powell St/Hwy 10 - Marijuana in a Vehicle - Offi-
cer stopped vehicle for a traffic violation, could smell burning marijuana, 
driver issued summons for Marijuana Possession; 19190 blk Highline Dr 
- Theft - Report of property theft, investigation ongoing; 1060 blk Lake 
St - Property Damage - Report of damage done to a vehicle.
Tues., Aug. 18, 2020: Hwy 10/168th St - Revoked Driver - Driver 
stopped by officer for traffic violation, issued summons for Driving 
While Revoked; 800 blk Martin Ave - Theft - Report of vehicles that had 
windows broken out & items stolen from inside vehicles. Investigation 
ongoing. 
Mon., Aug. 17, 2020:
Lakeside Park - Disturbance - Officers dispatched mediate a verbal dis-
turbance; 3340 blk Lake View Ln - Harassment - Officers investigated 
verbal harassment between parties.

Pick up a copy 
of the PATRIOT 
at the following 

locations:
CLEARWATER: 

Coborn’s; 
SANTIAGO: 
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BECKER: 
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PATRIOT office; 

BIG LAKE: 
Coborn’s
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at the Patriot at 763.275.0275.

Team up with your police dept. 
for a better, safer community

Information provided by Sgt. Jesse Grabow, Minnesota State Patrol
 Question: It seems like I am seeing more motorcycles than ever. Can you talk 
about their safety?
Answer: Here is some information that was shared on the Department of Public 
Safety’s blog: 

https://dps.mn.gov/blog/Pages/20200824-make-every-motorcycle-ride-safe.aspx
“With everything going on in the world today, a motorcycle ride can be the perfect escape. Leave your worries 

behind, put that helmet on, and head for the open road. Wearing proper protective gear can help keep you safe in 
case of a crash, but having good riding skills and a strategy can prevent a crash from happening in the first place. 

The number of motorcycle fatalities is high this year compared to past years with 42 rider deaths, according to 
preliminary reports. At this time last year, there were 31 rider deaths. August through fall is prime riding time for 
many Minnesota motorcyclists. 

Here are steps you can take to reduce your risk of crashing: 
•Ride sober.
•Wear highly visible protective gear, including a brightly colored helmet.
•Have a good riding strategy for every ride.

Motorcycle training is a great way to develop and improve safe riding skills, but time is running out to register 
for the Basic Rider Course (BRC) to earn your endorsement. So register now for one of the 22 locations throughout 
Minnesota. More than 1,300 riders took the BRC in the first two months of the training season, which started the first 
week of June, and nearly 300 more riders took other MMSC training courses. 

There are a limited number of intermediate courses still available too. This course is a great way to practice riding 
a new motorcycle or riding with a passenger. You can take the intermediate course with a passenger for no addi-
tional charge. MMSC offers advanced and expert training courses too, but those have wrapped up for the season. 
Challenge yourself to take a training course every year or two to keep your riding skills sharp — after all, training 
can make a huge difference in avoiding crashes. You can find details about all the training courses on the MMSC’s 
website, including eligibility requirements for each level.

You can register online for the motorcycle training courses that are available through September, but don’t wait. 
Courses are filling up. If you can’t take a training course this season, follow other safe riding tips to keep yourself 
and your passenger safe. Happy summer and happy riding!”

A portion of state statutes were used with permission from the Office of the Revisor of Statutes. If you have any 
questions concerning traffic related laws or issues in Minnesota, send your questions to Trp. Jesse Grabow – Min-
nesota State Patrol at 1000 Highway 10 West, Detroit Lakes, MN 56501-2205.  (You can follow him on Twitter @
MSPPIO_NW or reach him at, jesse.grabow@state.mn.us).

BRADLEY T. SIM, DDS GENERAL DENTIST

10% OFF
ALL DENTURES 

GRAND OPENING SPECIAL

FOR MORE INFO CALL

877.977.6677
EXPIRES 9.30.2020

AFFORDABLE DENTURES
& IMPLANTS - ST. CLOUD, P.C.
3959 2nd Street, Suite 207/208

St. Cloud, MN 56301

Offer good only at designated location. 10% off discount applied to the cost of all Dentures. Coupon 
must be presented at time of initial payment and cannot be combined with any other coupon, discount, 
insurance package, package price or prior order. Offer may change or end without notice. Limit one coupon 
per person. *Free Consult and X-Ray offer has a minimum value of $75 and covers a traditional 2-D X-Ray. 
Additional fees may be incurred depending on individual cases. Advertised fees effective through 9/30/20.

27326-2

WE’RE HERE 
FOR YOU!
Your Health & Well-Being are 
Our #1 Priority.

• Affordable Dentures

• Extractions

• Affordable Implants

• Relines & Repairs

• Sedation Dentistry

• Free Consult & X-Ray for 
   New Denture Patients*

• Best Price Guarantee**

GO AHEAD 
& SMILE 

ST. CLOUD!

Now Open to Serve You in St. Cloud!

**Treatment plan must come from a licensed dentist within the past six months for comparable services and is subject to verification. Some 
plans are excluded.  Full details of the Best Price Guarantee are available from our web site or at this practice.  [Valid until December 31, 2020.]

877.977.6677 | AFFORDABLEDENTURES.COM

Cop’s 
Corner



TO PLACE YOUR AD 
CALL THE PATRIOT

 763-275-0275

OFFICE OR RETAIL SPACE. 
Hwy 10 frontage in Becker. 
1100 sq. ft. Available immedi-
ately. Call 763-261-2425.
________________________

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT -
at 935 Clearwater Center in 
Clearwater (next to The Kettle
Restaurant) 364 sq. ft. $425 
per mo. Includes utilities. 320-
558-6800 Carol Halvorson
________________________

For your convenience we accept:Classified Ad Deadline is 12 Noon WEDNESDAY

To Place Your Ad Call: • 763.275.0275  or 
stop by our office at 14054 Bank Street, Becker  • Web Site:  www.patriotnewsmn.com

THE CLASSIC, EDGE & E, 
Outdoor Wood, Pellet & Corn 
by Central Boiler. Take Advan-
tage of The Rebates available 
now, Including Additional Dis-
counts and State Fair Specials 
Give us a call or see us at the 
fair. Class-Act Outdoor Fur-
nace 763-972-6255                              
CLASSACTFURANCE.COM
________________________

WE PAY CASH FOR USED 
GUNS. Stu’s Gunsmithing 
320-258-3980, 3030 12th St. 
SE, St. Cloud.
________________________

MURPHY
CHEVROLET

New & Used Cars & Trucks
(320) 968-6239

www.murphychevrolet.com

MINNESOTA BLACKTOP-
PING. Residential & com-
mercial. Driveways, parking 
lots, asphalt, paving & asphalt 
patchwork. No job too small. 
Call for a free estimate 320-
259-7874 office. 3636 Quail 
Rd., Sauk Rapids. We accept 
Visa & Mastercard. 
www.mnblacktopping.net
________________________
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HASSAN SAND & GRAVEL 
has a large selection of dec-
orative rock, pulverized & 
screened topsoil, all types of 
driveway aggregates, wood & 
rubber mulch, landscape sup-
plies, play/volleyball/mason 
sand, fieldstone boulders, 
steps & natural quarry stone, 
drainage supplies. M-F 7am-
4pm & Sat. 7am-noon, 13530 
Williamdale Rd., Rogers. 763-
428-2393.
www.HassanSand.com
________________________

   OAK PARK 
    CREAMERY:
See us for all your feed 
needs. Hubbard, Heims, 
Purina & Oak Park brand 
feeds. Crystalyx tubs. We 
specialize in small orders 
of custom made feed. 
Fly control tubs & blocks, 
they control 4 types of 
flies. Back Rubber & Pour 
on, Bovi rubs, fly sprays. 
Fencing supplies, Alfalfa 
& grass seed. Twine spe-
cials: 9600-170 $30/bale, 
net wrap 48 x 9840 $190/
roll. Now handling Hitec 
silage bags.     
OAK PARK CREAMERY
16623 Ironwood Rd NE 
    Oak Park, MN 
     320-968-7864

Classifieds

FIND EMPLOYMENT ONLINE
WWW.PATRIOTNEWSMN.COM

CAREGIVER (FEMALE). 
To help us care for our 
lovely 36 yr. old daughter. 
No exp. nec. $15.20 per 
hr. + $500 after easy on-
line course CPR. Susan 
763-350-4050.

TOTAL LAWN CARE, INC.
Locally owned & operated 
since 1985. Fertilization, core 
aeration, guaranteed control 
of: weeds, crabgrass, mos-
quitoes, ants/ticks/spiders, 
grubworms and Emerald Ash 
Borer. Experience the differ-
ence! 320-685-4131. 
www.lawntlc.info.                            
________________________

GREAT NORTHERN 
UNCLAIMED FREIGHT. Fur-
niture, army surplus, tools. 
923 South Benton Drive, Sauk 
Rapids, MN. 320-251-2818.
________________________

Asphalt/Blacktopping

Automotive

Caregiver Wanted

Farm Supplies

Gunsmith

Furniture

Landscaping Supplies

Outdoor Furnaces

Lawn Care

Office/Retail For Rent

MNA Classifieds
Announcements

INVESTIGATE BEFORE YOU 
INVEST! Midwest Free Commu-
nity Paper Association does not 
knowingly accept fraudulent or 
deceptive advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to thoroughly in-
vestigate all classifieds and other 
ads which require an investment. 
(MCN)

Auction

WRIGHTZ AUCTION CO. RV, 
SPORT, REC & GUN CONSIGN-
MENT SALE, OCTOBER 3, 9 AM. 
Please Get Gun Permits To Buy, 
Prior To Sale. Consign By Sep-
tember 18 for Complete Adver-
tising. 641-398-2218, Hwy 218, 
Floyd, IA, www.wrightzauctionco.
com. (MCN)

Automobiles

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHAR-
ITY. Receive maximum value of 
write off for your taxes. Running or 
not! All conditions accepted. Free 
pickup. Call for details. 855-752-
6680 (MCN)

___________
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK 
TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. 
Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax Deduct-
ible, Free Towing, All Paperwork 
Taken Care Of. CALL 1-855-977-
7030 (MCN)

___________
CASH FOR CARS: We Buy 
Any Condition Vehicle, 2002 
and Newer. Competitive Offer! 
Nationwide FREE Pick Up! Call 
Now For a Free Quote! 888-366-

5659(MCN)

Cable/ Internet

BEST SATELLITE TV with 2 Year 
Price Guarantee! $59.99/mo with 
190 channels and 3 months free 
premium movie channels! Free 
next day installation! Call 855-824-
1258. (MCN)

___________
Earthlink High Speed Internet. 
As Low As $14.95/month (for 
the first 3 months.) Reliable High 
Speed. Fiber Optic Technology. 
Stream Videos, Music and More! 
Call Earthlink Today 1-855-679-
7096 (MCN)

___________
High-Speed Internet. We in-
stantly compare speed, pricing, 
availability to find the best service 
for your needs. Starting at $39.99/
month! Quickly compare offers 
from top providers. Call 1-855-
399-9295 (MCN)

___________
DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Chan-
nels + $14.95 High Speed Inter-
net. Free Installation, Smart HD 
DVR Included, Free Voice Re-
mote. Some restrictions apply. 
1-844-316-8876. (MCN)

For Sale

New Motorcycle pull behind 
cargo trailer, lined with carpet 
$1,299.00; 101”X24’ Show Car 
trailer was $22,999.00 NOW 
$19,500.00 Extra Nice: 100”X26’ 
Electric tilt 14,000# with winch; 
5X8 & 5X10 6,000# Dump trailers; 
For prices & info go to: www.Fort-

DodgeTrailerWorld.com 515-972-
4554. (MCN)

Health & Medical

Stay in your home longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In 
Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 
off, including a free toilet, and a 
lifetime warranty on the tub and 
installation! Call us at 1-855-372-
3080 or visit www.walkintubquote.
com/midwest (MCN)

___________
DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 350 plus 
procedures. Real dental insur-
ance - NOT just a discount plan. 
Do not wait! Call now! Get your 
FREE Dental Information Kit with 
all the details! 1-855-973-9175 
www.dental50plus.com/midwest 
#6258. (MCN)

___________
Portable Oxygen Concentrator 
May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mo-
bility with the compact design and 
long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 844-716-
2411. (MCN)

___________
VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for 
$99. 100 pills for $150. FREE 
shipping. Money back guaranteed! 
1-866-306-9928 (MCN)

Income Opportunites

NEW AUTHORS WANTED! Page 
Publishing will help you self-pub-
lish your own book. FREE author 
submission kit! Limited offer! Why 

wait? Call now: 855-623-8796 
(MCN)

___________
Become a published author! 
Publications sold at all major 
secular & specialty Christian 
bookstores. CALL Christian Faith 
Publishing for your FREE author 
submission kit. 1-888-981-5761. 
(MCN)

Miscelleanous

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. 
EASY, ONE DAY updates! We 
specialize in safe bathing. Grab 
bars, no slip flooring & seated 
showers. Call for a free in-home 
consultation: 855-836-2250 
(MCN)

___________
Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE Le-
afFilter estimate today. 15% off 
Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts. Call 1-855-577-
1268. Promo Code 285. (MCN)

Want To Buy

Need some cash! Sell us 
your unwanted gold, jewelry, 
watches & diamonds. Call GOLD 
GEEK 1-866-274-7898 or visit 
www.GetGoldGeek.com/midwest 
BBB A Plus Rated. Request your 
100 Percent FREE, no risk, no 
strings attached appraisal kit. Call 
today! (MCN)

     Starting with our first issue July 3 of Patriot will be delivered        
      through the US Post Office to the following Zip Codes:

   55308, 55309, 55319 and 55320

  The drop sites you can get a paper from are:
    Coborn’s in Clearwater, Food Pride in Becker,

    Coborn’s in Big Lake and Santiago Country Store

  Subscription Form below if you would like to subscribe 

  (Check One)

  

  $6.25/1 month _____________          $18.75/3 month _____________          $37.50/6 months _____________

   $56.25/9 months _____________          $75.00/1 year _____________

   Name ________________________________________                  We Accept: VISA / MC / DISC / EMEX

   Address ______________________________________

   City__________________________________________

   State ____________________   Zip ________________

   Phone (          ) _________________________________

   (Check One) Payment Enclosed ___________________          Call Me For Credit Card ______________________                         

  

P.O. Box 458
14054 Bank Street, Becker, MN  55308

Or Call Kathy: 
Office: (763) 275-0275
Cell: (612) 219-8644

Email: legals.kathy@patriotnewsmn.com

Mail to:

Patriot News MN

Subscription form

 
Patriot newspaper will be delivered via the U.S. Post Office to the 

following zip codes: 55308, 55309, 55319 and 55320 for free

The drop sites you can pick up a newspaper at are: 
Coborn’s in Clearwater, Food Pride in Becker, Coborn’s in Big 

Lake and Santiago Country Store for free

Subscription form is below if you would like 
to subscribe to Patriot (If out of free area)

Riverside Salon
Wanda Woolhouse

14975 River St. ,  Becker
HAIRSTYLING & TAN
(763) 262-0008

JUNE 09 AD

Riverside Salon
Wanda Woolhouse

14975 River St., Becker
HAIRSTYLING & TAN
(763) 262-0008

RRiivveerrssiiddee   SSaalloonn
Wanda Woolhouse

14975 River St., Becker
CUTS, PERMS

COLOR & STYLES
(763) 262-0008

CUTS, PERMS
COLOR & STYLES

Salon

GAME ANSWERS  from page 8

FREE. Insulated steel door 
wtih 9 pane glass, Interior 
side is white. USPS approved 
medium steel white mailbox 
on Post mounted attachment. 
763-261-2607.
________________________

Free

DESKTOPS AND LAPTOP 
REPAIR. On-site or drop off. 
Computer cleanup - upgrades. 
Big Lake, 763-263-7070.
________________________

Computers

HUGE POLE BARN AN-
TIQUE & COLLECTIBLE 
SALE. Primitives, barn finds 
vintage Heywood Wakefield 
rattan couch, rocker chair, & 
table, radios, glassware, light-
ing, linens, books, comics, 
magazines, seasonal, games, 
toys, 100 vintage dolls, trunks, 
clothing. Many treasures, old 
and interesting. Tomatoes, 
peppers, hostas. Great prices! 
4 miles north of HWY 10 on 
Cty Rd 11. 11765 165th Ave, 
Becker. Sept 2, 3, 4. Wed., 
Thurs., Fri. 8 to 5.
________________________

Garage Sale



day school life. 
Middle and high-school 

students, on the other hand, 
will be following the hybrid 
model. This means that half 
of the students will physically 
go to school on Monday and 
Tuesday, and the other half 
will physically attend school 
on Thursday and Friday. 
Wednesdays will be reserved 
for sanitizing the school 
grounds. 

These models were de-
cided upon for several rea-
sons. The elementary schools 
had very similar models for 
in-person versus hybrid sce-
narios. In both cases, K-5 stu-
dents will be attending school 
five days per week during 
normal school hours. Given 
the few cases of COVID-19 
in Sherburne County, it was 
determined that an in-person 
model would be safe, as well 
as the most effective way to 
teach. 

As for the decision to 
follow the hybrid model for 
grades 6-12, Schmidt noted 
that it would be much easier 
to transition from a model 
with more limitations to one 
that had fewer limitations, 
rather than the other way 
around. In other words, it is 
easier to start the school year 
with students learning from 
home three days out of the 
week than to have them start 
at school full time and then 
try to change things as the 
COVID situation changes. 
The school district does hope 
to eventually have all students 
be on campus full time, but 
the first steps are going to be 
cautious ones.

One parent noted in the 

video comments that it was 
incredibly important for sec-
ondary students to socialize 
with friends and practice 
sports, just as much so as the 
elementary students. Schmidt 
agreed with this whole-heart-
edly. He noted that every 
person in the room had a 
dedication to students’ health, 
both mental and physical. 
But this situation is new for 
everyone, and no one has all 
the answers. Hopefully, as the 
school year progresses, the 
learning model will be deter-
mined to be overly cautious, 
and students can resume a 
normal school life.

ECFE and school read-
iness classes will follow the 
model of the primary school.

Students requiring spe-
cial education will be evalu-
ated individually to determine 
the best course of action for 
their education.

Distance Learning
Any parents who are un-

comfortable sending their stu-
dent(s) to school can opt into 
the distance learning model. 
This means that students will 
be learning at home, attend-
ing classes virtually. Schmidt 
outlined how that would look.

One teacher for each 
grade level would be teach-
ing distance learning classes, 
and all distance learning stu-
dents would be in the same 
class. This way, the teacher 
is not trying to balance run-
ning an in-person and online 
class at the same time. Stu-
dents would not be expected 
to be glued to the screen for 
the full seven hours of school 
time, but rather would spend 
the first part of class listening 

to the teacher’s lecture, and 
would spend the rest of class 
time working independently, 
just as they would during a 
normal school day.

Schmidt said that, though 
it is perfectly fine for parents 
to change their mind about 
whether they want their child 
to opt into distance learning 
or not, frequent switching be-
tween models will not be ac-
ceptable. Parents cannot have 
their student in school one 
week and distance learning 
the next week. Any parents 
who are unsure what to do or 
are uncomfortable with the 
options the school is provid-
ing should call their student’s 
school so a solution can be 
found.

Technology
Schmidt says that it is 

fortunate that Becker Schools 
has been using technology 
(iPads) for as long as it has 
been. Becker teachers and 
students are familiar with the 
learning apps that will be used 
and therefore they will be able 
to work effectively, no matter 
what model the schools end 
up using.

Around 200 homes qual-
ify for free high-speed Wi-Fi 
installation. Families that 
don’t have internet, or have 
poor internet, and need it for 
students to keep up in school 
can apply to get free installa-
tion. Contact the schools for 
more information. 

COVID-19 Cases in 
Sherburne County
Whether students will 

be in school or not will de-
termined by the number of 
COVID-19 cases in Sher-
burne County. The school 

board has pushed back 
against this, requesting to use 
only the numbers in Becker in 
order to get a more accurate 
picture of what the COVID 
situation is in the community. 
However, MDH shut down 
that idea, saying that Becker 
had to use the numbers for the 
whole county to decide their 
learning model. 

Schmidt encourages 
Becker residents to continue 
social distancing and wearing 
masks in order to limit the 
spread of the disease. Keep-
ing numbers down may mean 
a huge difference in lifestyle 
for our students.

Other Precautions
The school has some 

extra precautions in place 
to help limit any potential 
spread of COVID-19. It has 
new air filtration systems; 
more CO2 readers; some 
electrostatic sprayers that 
use hydrogen peroxide to 
disinfect surfaces (which is 
completely harmless to use. 
It dries nearly instantly, it is 
not toxic, and it is odorless); 
water bottles to offer students 
instead of drinking fountains 
(students will also be encour-
aged to bring reusable water 
bottles from home, to reduce 
waste); hand sanitizer at all 
classroom entrances and in 
the hallways; available face 
shields and masks provided 
by the government; markers 
and barriers to encourage so-
cial distancing; limited access 
to the building; and extra pro-
tection equipment for staff in 
special situations.

Masks, or other face 
coverings, will be required, 
as per Gov. Walz’s executive 

order. An executive order has 
the same power as a law, so 
it will be enforced. The gov-
ernment will provide three 
masks per student, but the 
school encourages students to 
bring masks or face coverings 
from home. There will not be 
enough masks for students to 
receive a fresh one every day. 
Face coverings must com-
pletely cover the face and 
nose, and they may consist of 
paper or cloth materials.

Testing for COVID-19
The school cannot test 

students for COVID-19. It 
does not have the equipment 
or the authority to do so. If a 
testing policy were to be im-
plemented, it would have to 
involve the National Guard. 
Becker Schools are counting 
on parents to take respon-
sibility for checking their 
children’s temperature and 
monitoring any COVID-re-
lated symptoms. If a child is 
sick, s/he should stay home. 
If a student tests positive for 
COVID-19, the schools asks 
that parents share that infor-
mation with the schools so 
they can inform the families 
of students who might have 
been in contact with him or 
her. This information is not 
automatically disclosed, as 
that would be in violation of 
HIPAA (the Health Insurance 
Portability and Accountabil-
ity Act.) Schools cannot force 
anyone to disclose informa-
tion of COVID infection, but 
asks families to disclose that 
information so they are able 
to communicate effectively 
with students and families.

If a student does test 
positive for COVID-19, their 

classroom will be cleaned 
thoroughly. The school will 
send letters to families if a 
student has been in close 
contact with an infected stu-
dent for a significant amount 
of time (15 minutes or more) 
and another letter if a student 
was in the general vicinity of 
an infected student or staff 
member (in the same school 
building.) 

Surveys
Dale Christensen, pri-

mary school principal, sends 
a thank you to all the parents 
who submitted the surveys 
that have been sent out by the 
schools. He encourages par-
ents who haven’t submitted 
the surveys to do so. What 
parents want will have a large 
impact on the schools’ plans.

Reaching out 
to the Schools
Parents who have further 

questions are encouraged to 
reach out to Becker Schools 
staff. Contact information 
for the school offices and for 
the principals is available at 
www.becker.k12.mn.us.

Becker Pizza Depot
The Area’s Best Pizza -- Ask Anyone!

14281 Bank Street, Becker • 763-262-2700
www.BeckerPizzaDepot.com • Facebook: Pizza Depot

Order Online!

Church DirectoryChurch Directory

1st St, Becker  (763) 262-2500

Trouble-Free
Nationwide
Trucking

Todd & Barb Potter - Owners

13000 Sherburne Ave • Becker, MN 55308
763-262-5850 • 1-800-755-3143

www.TJPotterTrucking.com

SPONSORED BY: SPONSORED BY:

RYAN HUBBARD
763-263-8334 

RESIDENTIAL  • COMMERCIAL - AGRICULTURAL

8852 Cty Rd 23
Becker, MN 

Phone:
763.261.5656

Free Loaners ~ Free Estimates 
~ Honest Work

Ralph du Monceaux, Owner

763-261-5656
Ralph’s

Auto Body

Church Directory

www.HallerRealtyHomes.com
KYLE HALLER
320-266-4567

Becker Office 12908-1st Street, Becker

6715 125th Ave - Clear Lake, MN
320.743.2387 • Cell: 320.290.9843

Scott & Tonia Ulsby

763-262-1454
Becker, MN

763-452-2500
Big Lake, MN

320-743-2204
Clear Lake, MN

FUNERAL HOME • CREMATION SERVICES
www.williamsdingmann.com

FAMILY FUNERAL HOMES

763-262-4237

M-F
8AM-

4:30PM

Owner: Chad Schwintek
13050 1st Street Becker, MN 55308

763-218-1293
www.bogart-pederson.com

Bogart, Pederson 
& Associates Inc.

SURVEYING & 
ENGINEERING

16455 122nd St Becker MN 55308

763-263-9471Becker, MN 763-333-5588

  • BECKER
Grace Lutheran Church (LCMS)
David M. Johnson, Pastor 763-262-7782. Sunday 
Worship 9 am, Sunday School, Education Hour 
10:30 am, Wed. J.U.M.P. 6pm. Hwy 10, turn 
onto Edgewood Street (near Hwy 25 N exit), 1/4 
mile on left.
Becker Baptist Church 763-261-4202. 
Acting Pastor Nathan Bucher
Youth Pastor Kevin Drehmel
Amy Drehmel, Director of Ministry to 
Children & Families
11951 Hancock Street, Becker, MN
Sunday worship service at 10:30 am - register to 
attend worship service in person, or find links to 
watch online, by visiting our website.
Youth service live on YouTube/Facebook on 
Wednesdays at 2:00 pm.
Children’s storytime on Facebook Tuesdays & 
Thursdays at 2:00 pm
Visit our website more information:  www.beck-
erbaptist.org
Becker Evangelical Free Church Located at 
Becker High School. Patrick Drury, Senior Pastor 
763-261-4125. Chris Salvevold, Pastor of Youth 
Ministries. www.beckerfreechurch.org. Office: 
11373 150th Ave SE. Sunday Worship: Becker 
High School, Worship/ Teaching/Fellowship for 
all ages 10am Sunday school for ages birth-adult 
during school year. Wed night kids ministries 
ages K-5. His Kids for K-3 boys & girls, Gym 
45 for 4th & 5th grade boys & G.I.R.L.S. Group 
for 4th & 5th grade girls. ELEVATE for 6-12th 
grade students. 
Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church
Father Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 12100 
Sherburne Ave, Becker, 440 Lake St N, Big 
Lake. Temporarily, all Masses are being held at 
the Becker location at 5 pm on Saturday and 9:30 
am on Sunday.
Faith (Becker) Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
Pastor Yolanda Denson-Byers, 11755 Sherburne 
Ave, Becker. Sundays Worship at 9:30 am (Holy 
Communion on 1st & 3rd Sundays) Nursery pro-
vided Sunday school at 10:00 am, Refreshments 
& fellowship at 10:30 am. Wednesday 5:15 5th 
& 6th Grade “Grapple”, 6:30 7th – 9th grade 
confirmation, 7:30 Youth Group. Bible Study: 
Wednesday 9:30 am. 763-261-5751.   
Oakwood Community Church Assemblies of 
God Senior Pastor Gerry Bass & Sarah www.
oakwoodccbecker.org Services: Sunday Adult 
Bible Study Class 9:00 am, Children’s Sunday 
School Class 9:00am, Worship Service 10:00 
am, Children’s Church 10:45 am, Wednesday 
Night: Royal Rangers & Missionettes (Nurs-
ery-6th grade) 7-8:30 pm, Youth Group (7th to 
12th grade) 7:-8:30 pm, Adult Bible Study 7-8:30 
pm. Location: 13140 1st St., Becker (in SW cor-
ner of Becker Furniture World) 763-220-6004.
Snake River Free Mission Church Sunday 
Worship & Sunday School 10:30 am. Hymn Sing 
Second Sunday every other month 4:30 pm.  Pas-
tor Steve Johnston. 5mi N of Hwy 10 on Cty Rd 
11, then 1.5 mi E on Cty Rd 4, 3/4 mi. N on 180th 
St. 612-219-8648.
Becker Christian Center & Abundant Grace 
Church Ken Hanson, Pastor 763-262-2177, 
15455 59th St SE, Becker, 6 mi N Junction 23 & 
16. Praise & Worship 9:30 am Sunday; Wednes-
day 7 pm all family growth fellowship.
Beacon House of Prayer 12264 Pleasant Ave. 
Becker. Worship Thursday 6:30 pm. Pastors 
Brian & Linda Holmes. 763-263-3771.
Maranatha Baptist Church Pastor Glenn Mc-
Carver. Sunday School 10 am, Worship 11 am. 

Wednesday Prayer Service 7 pm. 763-262-1571.
Free Grace United Kevin Wilson, 763-245-
0001. Meets Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. at Peb-
ble Creek Golf Course, 14000 Clubhouse Ln, 
Becker.

• BIG LAKE
ACTS Seventh-Day Adventists Community 
Church 763-263-2287, Pastor Bill Nixon, 20455 
187th Ave NW, Big Lake, Sat. 9 am Worship, 
Saturday. Sabbath School 10:15am.
Bethany Bible Church 511 Eagle Lake Road, 
Big Lake, 763-263-2167, Sunday school: 9 am, 
Worship 10 am.
Bridgeview Assemby of God Pastor Steve 
Royalty, Service Times: 763-263-6274, 10 am 
Sunday morning, 6:30 pm Wednesday evening, 
www.bridgeviewchurch.org
Community Covenant Church (SVEA) Pastor 
Dan Mutter, 763-263-6322, Cty. Rd. 15, 6 miles 
north of Hwy. 10 Worship, 10:30 am, nursey 
provided.
Cornerstone Baptist Church Pastor Gordon 
Langdon, 763-263-7878, 15300 Co. Rd. 35, 
Hwy. 10E, N. on Co. Rd. 15, N. on Co. Rd. 35, 
1/2 mi. on left.
Hope Lutheran Church (ELCA) in Orrock 
Pastor Steve Seiffert, www.hopeintherefuge.
weebly.com, 612-788-4349 or 763-263-7990 
(LM) 8 mi. N. of Big Lake or 7 mi. W. of Zim-
merman or 12 mi. NE of Becker Cty. Rd. 4.
IFLESIA AMOR VIVIENTE 
Living Love Church 221 Lake St N, Big Lake, 
Saturday 6 pm. 763-607-5403, Juan & Patricia 
Aguayo-Pastores, juan.aguayo@amorviviente.
com.
Lord of Glory Lutheran Church 4 miles E of 
Big Lake, off Hwy 10 & CR 15, 763-263-3090, 
Pastor Marty Mably, Sundays: 8 & 10:30 am 
Worship.
Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church
Father Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 12100 
Sherburne Ave, Becker, 440 Lake St N, Big 
Lake. All Masses are temporarily being held at 
the Becker location at 5 pm on Saturday and 9:30 
am on Sunday.
Riverside Church Phone: 763-263-2410; Hwy 
25 & Cty Rd 14, Big Lake. Schedule: 8:45 am, 
10:30 am & 12:05 pm. Info @ www.MyRiver-
sideChurch.com
Saron Lutheran Church 311 Lake St. S (Hwy 
25), Big Lake, 763-263-2209, www.saron.org. 
Pastor Kyle Sidlo, Worship Sundays, 9:30 am 
indoors or live stream. Currently, Saron is not 
offering Sunday School.

• SANTIAGO
South Santiago Lutheran Church ELCA 
Angela LaMoore, Pastor, Hollie Holt-Woehl, 
Pastor,  14675- 37th St, Clear Lake, MN 55319,  
763-662-2048. Sundays 8 am drive-in worship. 
9:30 am sanctuary worship. For faith formation 
schedule and information, please visit our web-
site at: sslcmn.org.
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church E.L.S & 
Princeton Evangelical School Timothy Zenda, 
Pastor. (3 mi E of Cty 11, Santiago on Cty Rd 
3). Sunday: Sunday School & Bible Class 10:30 
am, Divine Worship 9 am. Holy Communion on 
1st & 3rd Sunday.
Glendorado Lutheran (ELCA,
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church (ELCA). 
Pastor Shari Routh 920-573-0193. Church office 
763-662-2241. Sun day Good Shepherd Worship 
9 am, Glendorado Worship 10:30 am.
Gethsemane Church (ELCA) Ronneby. Pastor 

Barbara Peterson 320-983-5002. Sunday Wor-
ship 10 am.
Glendorado Evangelical Country Church Pas-
tor Sam Alfano. Sunday School 9:30 am; Wor-
ship Service 10:30 am, 3rd Sunday of each mo. 6 
pm Singspiration Public Invited. Wed. Awana & 
Bible Study 7-8 pm for all ages.

• CLEAR LAKE
Living Waters Church Pastor Mark Stahl 320-
292-0250. Sunday morning worship at 10 am 
(Children’s Church provided). Wednesday Bible 
Study at 6:30 pm (Fellowship Meal at 5:30 pm). 
7830 Church St. P.O. Box 26, Clear Lake. lw-
churchus@outlook.com web: www.livingwaters.
us
Trinity Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 
George Sagissor III, Pastor  320-743-2919. Sun-
day Worship 8:45 am; Sunday School 9:45 am,  
Adult Bible Class. 
St. Marcus Catholic Church Fr. Joseph Bac-
kowski 320-743-2481. Mass: Saturdays 5 pm. 
(year-round) Sunday: Jan -Jun 8 am, July -Dec 
10 am; Confessions: Saturday 4:15 pm. 8701 
Main Avenue, P.O. Box 237, Clear Lake, MN 
55319.

• DUELM
St. Lawrence Church Father Joseph Backow-
ski. Mass: Jan - June, Sunday 10 am,  July - Dec 
8 am. Reconciliation: 7:15 am when Mass begins 
at 8 am & will follo w after Mass at 10 am.
320-968-7502 or 320-743-2481.
St_Lawrence@victorcc.net 

• CLEARWATER 
Clearwater United Methodist Church 405 
Main St, Clearwater 320-558-2581. Pastor Ali-
son Hendley. Sunday Worship at 9:30 am. 
Freedom Bible Church Old Clearwater Post 
Office. 605 Lime St 9:30 am & 6 pm Sundays 
-Bible Study; 10:45 am Sundays - Worship Ser-
vice; 7 pm Wednesday - Bible Study.
Rejoice Lutheran Church - ELCA 1155 Cty 
Rd 75, Clearwater. Pastor: Jim Bump 320-558-
6851. Sunday Worship at 9:30 am. www.re-
joicelutheranchurch. org 
Church of St. Luke 17545 Huber Ave. NW 
Clearwater. Fr. Dennis Backer, Pastor 320-
558-2124 Weekend Mass 5pm Sat 8 & 10 am 
Sunday Weekday Mass: Tuesday – Friday 8 am; 
Sat 9 am. Reconciliation avail 45 min prior to 
all Masses. Holy Days as announced. churchof-
stlukes.com
Tri-County Alliance Church 8464 160th St 
NW Clearwater (Cty Rd 104 & Hwy 24) 320-
558-2750 Pastor David Fogal Sunday School 9 
am Worship Service 10:30 am Wednesday Bible 
Adventure (kids) 6-7:30 pm Wednesday Youth 
(Gr. 6-8) 6-7:40 pm Wednesday Youth (Gr. 
9-12) 7:20-9 pm. tcachurch.com        

•MAPLE LAKE
Silver Creek Community Church Pastor Zach 
Pryor. 4282 114th St. NW,  Maple Lake,  55358 
(Co. Rds. 8 & 143 in Silver Creek) Ph. 320-963-
3957. www.silvercreekcommunitychurch.com. 
Sunday Worship 9 am, 10 am Fellowship, 10:30  
am Sunday School. Tuesday 5 pm Bible study 
@ In Hot Water. Wednesday  9 am Bible study 
@Irish Blessings,   6:15 Youth Group supper/
meeting. 

Located at the corner of Hwy. 10 & Co. Rd. 11
763-262-0080

Monday-Friday
 7:30am-5:30pm

763-262-5050 • 13034 1st St SE, Becker
beckercollision.com

LUPULIN BREWING CO.
MICROBREWERY & TAP ROOM

570 HUMBOLDT DRIVE, SUITE 107
LUPULINBREWING.COM

Strengthening the fabric of our community.

Big Lake 19943 Co. Rd. 43 NW - 763-262-3661

oldnational.com Member FDIC

763-295-2918

Funeral & Cremation Service
805 Main St. NW, Elk River, MN 
763-441-1212 • Fax 763-241-1194

763-295-2918
250 East Broadway, 

Monticello, MN  55362

24 
HOUR

Towing & recovery

19640 200th Ave., Big Lake

Great West Mechanical, INC.

plumbing & hvac
19740 200th Ave. NW, Big Lake

www.greatwestmech.com

KEN GEROUX CONSTRUCTION
C O R P O R A T I O N

Integrity • Excellence
Uncompromising Customer Satisfaction

Lic. #BC002757
Big Lake • 763-263-6878

Dr. Reed Dill 
& Dr. Laura Dill

FAMILY & COSMETIC DENTISTRY
290 EAGLE LAKE RD. N. BIG LAKE

763-263-3262 • WWW.CORNEROAKSDENTAL.COM

Kathy J. Nelson
(612) 219-8644

Becker Office: 12390 Sherburne Ave 
www.realtor-kathynelson.com

763- 262-6500
quality cars, trucks & vans

www.dansofbiglake.com

Becker 763-261-4200  |  Princeton 763-389-4099
Monticello 763-271-7177

www.sherburnestatebank.com

Your Hometown Bank

Sherburne
State Bank

Member 
FDIC

Jody Buesgens
612-812-5980

twistedsistertours@outlook.com

“GREAT OPTIONS FOR WINTER VACATIONS”

14068 Bank St., becker
(ACROSS FROM SHERBURNE STATE BANK)

Hours: Sun-Thurs 11am-9pm Fri & Sat 11am-10pm
763-275-0270

Pizza, Wings & MorePizza, Wings & More

This space 
can be yours!
763-275-0275

INSURANCE SPECIALISTS TEAM
Julie Evans, 
Agent/CWCA

763-244-3735
530 Jefferson Blvd., Big Lake • julie@istmn.com

This space 
can be yours!
763-275-0275
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Quality Building Supplies 
at Affordable Prices

Since 1975

BOOK YOUR ORDER!

Call for a FREE estimate
117th Ave., Milaca

(north end of Milaca off Central Ave)

BUILDING
$PECIAL$

320-983-6304 • 1-800-818-1846

LATCHAM-LIND LUMBER &
POST FRAME BUILDINGS

BECKER from page 1
Becker Area News
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Becker/Big Lake News

Dvorak Optical is now 
open. We offer name 
brands that include 
Kate Spade, Fossil, 

Tommy Hilfiger, Ovvo 
and so much more!

25% off
your first complete pair of glasses!

Exp. 09/30/2020

1311 2nd Street N. Sauk Rapids, MN 
Call 320.774.3666

Check us out on Facebook - Dvorak Optical

John Dvorak, M.D.

Kayleen Wagner, O.D.

GLASSES

FOR ALL

AGES!

Garage Doors • Garage Door Service 
& Repairs • Garage Screen Doors 

• Garage Door Openers & Accessories

www.americandoorworks.com • 320-253-1310

Central MN leading provider of residential and 
commercial overhead doors and openers since 1972. 

Enhance the style and security of your home.

Auctions
TOOL, OUTDOOR, & HOUSEHOLD CONSIGNMENT AUCTION

SUNDAY, Sept. 7, 2020 @ 10:00 AM
3825 Shadowood Dr. NE.Sauk Rapids,MN

Directions: St. Cloud, E. on Hwy 23 Left 0n 40th  (Follow Signs)

THIS IS A PARTIAL LISTING: view more at: 
www.midwestauctions.com/sharer
BP & MN sales tax applies. 
Keith Sharer Auction Service

320-267-1963

TRUCKS & ATV: ’03 Dodge Dakota Pickup, ’02 Honda 450 
ATV. TOOLS & SHOP: Lincoln arc welder, Air compressor, 
Hand tools, Bench grinder, Bench vise, Electric cords, Reddy heater,  
Power tools. OUTDOOR: MTD riding mower, Yard trailer, Front 
tine tiller, Yard & garden tools, Ladders, Windows, Doors, Step-
ladders, Wood parlor stove, Fishing rods & tackle,  Cement garden 
bench. FURNITURE & HOUSEHOLD: East lake dresser, Dining 
table & chairs, Dressers, Home décor’, Cookware, Chests, Glassware, 
Framed art & prints, Holiday décor, Bookshelf, Night stands, Platform 
rockers, Vacuum cleaner.

Submitted Article

Retired Senior Volun-
teer Program (RSVP) staff 
and Advisory Council 
members were in Becker 
and Big Lake August 19 
to celebrate RSVP Volun-
teers and recognize them 
for their efforts of the past 
year. 

RSVP staff held signs 
of gratitude and gave out 
gifts of appreciation to all 
the volunteers at a drive-
thru event. 

The Greater St. Cloud 
Area RSVP serves Sher-
burne, Stearns and Benton 
counties. It is a bridge be-
tween those who need and 
those you give. RSVP is a 
national, nonprofit orga-
nization that is part of the 
Senior Corps.

For more information: 
contact Heather Brooks, 
LSW, RSVP Sherburne 
County Program Coordi-
nator, at 763-635-4505 or 
heather.brooks@ci.stcloud.
mn.us

RSVP WAS IN BECKER AND BIG LAKE on Au-
gust 19 handing out gifts to all local RSVP volunteers in a 
COVID-19 way. (Submitted photo.)

RSVP Volunteers Honored

BARN DANCE! Thom and Angela Dahle (Becker Just For Kix dance parents), have 
converted their barn into a marvelous gym for use starting in mid-September. The facility is 
equipped with heat, air conditioning and a bathroom. The Dahles are opening up the former 
barn for local students to have dance classes! (Submitted photo). 

lines, and distance learning 
on Fridays. Grades 3-5 will 
learn in school two days 
a week, either Monday/
Wednesday or Tuesday/
Thursday and three days in 
distance learning.

• Secondary: Grades 
6-12 will learn in school 
two days a week, Monday/
Wednesday or Tuesday/
Thursday and three days in 
distance learning.

Some students who re-
ceive special education or 

early multilingual learners, 
along with homeless and 
migrant students, may at-
tend school Monday-Thurs-
day and distance learn on 
Fridays.

Local health data, 
which is released every Fri-
day, may require a transi-
tion to either a more or less 
restrictive learning model. 
If that occurs, the transi-
tion will take place on the 
Monday following the data 
release.

If COVID-19 case rates 
decrease, the district will 
monitor the health data to 
ensure rates either remain 
stable or decrease over the 
span of three weeks. When 
that has occurred students 
will transition to a less re-
strictive model the follow-
ing week.

HYBRID from page 1

Submitted Article

The Becker Public Li-
brary has been receiving 
many phone calls lately 
asking if they are open at 
the Becker branch of Great 
River Regional Library. 

They are pleased to an-
nounce that they are open 
at the Becker branch for 
all their regular library ser-
vices without an appoint-
ment. This includes:

• Browsing and check-
ing out books, with contact-
less check-out if preferred;

• Using their computer, 
WiFi, printer, and copying 
services;

• Relaxing, studying, 
and reading in the library.

Library staff are ex-
cited to welcome people 
back to the library and 
want everyone to know 
that they are taking appro-
priate precautions at the li-
brary to prevent the spread 
of COVID-19 (according 
to Great River Regional 
Library’s Phased Re-Open-
ing Plan). This includes 
mandatory masks for all 
patrons and staff, capacity 
limits, social distancing 
while using library facili-
ties, and regular sanitizing 
of common surfaces. 

If one has a health 

condition that prevents 
one from wearing a mask, 
please alert library staff and 
they can do one’s brows-
ing for them and bring the 
items out to the customer’s 
vehicle. Of course, curbside 
delivery is still available for 
those who prefer it. 

While all Great River 
Regional Library in-house 
programs are suspended 
until 2021, staff are still of-
fering Make-and-Take craft 
kits, online storytimes, and 
other passive programs. Be 
sure to check their website 
regularly for library hours 
and events at: www.griver.
org/locations/becker.

The Becker Public Library 
is back in business

NEW STAFF AT BECKER PUBLIC SCHOOLS. Front row: Jessica Lynch, Mary 
Thorpe. Back row Kristie Boyer, Amber Armstrong, Cameron Smith, Stephanie Oeding and 
Dinah Dahlheimer.  Not pictured: Hannah Pagel. (Submitted Photo).



NOW HIRING for Big Lake, Buffalo & 
surrounding area sites 

To apply online visit:
www.divinehouse.org or call (320) 231-2738

328 SW 5th Street, Willmar, MN 56201

Starting pay $13 and up for awake hours FT & PT with
afternoon/evening shifts. Asleep overnights $10/hr. Experience 

working with people with disabilities or background in medical field 
and supervisory experience helpful but not necessary. 

We believe that all people have the right to live and work in an environment 
which provides them with pride, self-respect, friendships, and the opportunity to 

achieve success while realizing that success is defined differently for everyone. We 
feel that our job is to offer friendship, security, and guidance to those we serve.

KIMBALL & ANNANDALE LOCATIONS
Mandatory Drug Testing is required.

Starting wage $18/hour.
Extensive benefit package available
after employee meets requirements.

WELDERS WELDERS 
NOW HIRING!

Day Shift M-F
6am-2:30pm

Call Kelly (Kimball) at 320-980-7427
Call Dave (Annandale) at 320-309-1769

Please call for further details
of duties and benefits. 

RM Johnson Co 12-14-19.qxp_RM Johnson Co 4-12-08  12/12/19  11:24 AM  Page 1
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Employment
DIRECT CARE POSITIONS AT

PARADIGM RESIDENTIAL SERVICES, INC.
No Experience required, try something new. 

Great opportunity for retired persons, students
 wanting to contribute in helping other people. 

◆ Working with individuals with Mental Health
 Issues and/or Brain Injury, Higher functioning.
◆  Starting Pay: $12.00 (benefits depending on hours).
 $500.00 sign on bonus.
◆  Locations: Buffalo, Monticello, Elk River, Anoka, Princeton,   
 Dayton, Champlin.
◆  Hours: Flexible Schedules: Evenings 3pm-10pm, Weekends: 
 Every Other Sat/Sun 7am-10pm, 8am-3pm, 3pm-10pm or
 (semi live in)Friday 3pm-Sun 3pm.Or will be creative to fit   
 your schedule.
◆ Apply on line www.paraserv.org, call for application
    763-401-1128 or email cyndi.vandenberg@paraserv.org                           
◆ Requirements: 18 yrs. or older, Driver’s License,
    Ability to pass a State Background Check.

• Evenings • Vacation earned from DAY 1
• Competitive Wages • Extra Incentives paid for pickup shifts
• FREE single coverage health insurance for Qualifying Positions
• Dental and Vision insurance available
• On-Campus Wellness Center - Available to staff after 
   COVID-19 restrictions are lifted
APPLY TODAY and join our wonderful and caring TEAM!
Apply on-line at www.annandalecarecenter.org
OR email Sally for more info at sally.noyes@ahcsmn.org

NOW HIRING PT

Nursing Assistants

Would you like to 
earn a competitive 
salary, get a $5,000 SIGN 
ON BONUS while driving 
well-maintained trucks? 
Cliff Viessman, Inc. offers that and more! 
Now hiring local, regional & OTR REEFER 
DRIVERS in the Paynesville area. Average rate per 
mile is $0.45/$50,000 a year. Industry leading 
benefits including: 
• Health (single coverage: $98/month, family coverage: 
$520/month) • Dental • Life • 401K (with 3% company match) 
• Profit Sharing (over the last 5 years, CVI has contributed 2-4% of employee 
earnings) • Weekly Settlements 
Requirements: CDL with tanker endorsement, 1 year OTR or 6 months of 
experience for trucking school graduates, good driving record. To apply:
Call Tim at 605-272-3333 or apply online at  www.viessmantrucking.com/
careers/drivers/

ADVERTISING
SELLS!

Call to place 
your ad and 

start seeing 
results! 

PATRIOT
763-275-0275

Apply in 
person

13400 1st St, Becker

CASHIER/STOCKER/
BAGGER POSITIONS

PT day & evening, every other weekend.
Perfect job for retiree, high schooler, or 
folks wanting to get out of the house.

Come join our spectacular team!
Deli PlusAPPLY IN 

PERSON!

CASHIER/DELI  ASSOCIATE
Part-time Day & Evening shifts. 
Includes every other weekend. 

We welcome HS students & retirees.

BECKER

Come join our Spectacular Team!

Shell

Heritage Montessori 
has an opening for a morning TA position working with preschool 

children. If you enjoy working in Early Childhood and helping 
children reach their personal potential then you will love working 

at Heritage Montessori. Heritage is seeking a friendly, caring, 
child-centered, hardworking Assistant Teacher to work in our 

mixed-aged Montessori and childcare classrooms. This Part Time 
position requires a passionate person with a love of children ages 
3-6, have some childcare experience, and post-secondary credits. 

Call: (763) 263-0550 
Please call

www.heritagemontessorimn.com

• Evenings or overnights • Vacation earned from DAY 1
• Competitive Wages • Extra Incentives paid for pickup shifts
• FREE single coverage health insurance for Qualifying Positions
• Dental and Vision insurance available
• On-Campus Wellness Center - Available to staff after 
   COVID-19 restrictions are lifted
APPLY TODAY and join our wonderful and caring TEAM!
Apply on-line at www.annandalecarecenter.org
OR email Sally for more info at sally.noyes@ahcsmn.org

NOW HIRING

Senior Caregivers

BEN’S 
STRUCTURAL
FABRICATION

NOW HIRING:
Shop Laborer 

Postions

Please stop by or visit our website at:
www.builtbybens.com to get application or send
resume to 475 Progress Rd.  Waite Park, MN 56387
or by email to anne.pressnall@builtbybens.com

We are seeking employees willing to work hard 
and be rewarded. Safety conscious with excellent 

attendance. Willing to train the right person. 
Full benefits package and no weekends.

The patriot is a great 
place to dig up a job...

No bones about it!

Please go to 
www.becker.k12.mn.us 
for current openings!

BECKER PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS IS 

HIRING!
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Sports News

“The difference 
between the 

almost right word 
and the right word 
is the difference 

between the 
lightning bug 

and the lightning.” 
– Mark Twain

Be a Patriot Page 
Sponsor! Call 

763.275.0275 to 
secure your ad

Proudly 
serving the 

communities 
of Becker, 

Big Lake, Clear 
Lake and 

Clearwater!
We appreciate 

your 
business and 
readership!

Troy & Amity Felton
Local & Trusted Realtors
20+ years of experience.

PROUD TO SUPPORT 
OUR SCHOOLS, 

COMMUNITIES & 
LOCAL BUSINESSES.

320.260.4201
realestate@troyfelton.com

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Appreciative of our 
local newspaper! 

We proudly support 
our communities

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Monday-Friday 9am-5pm

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Call us for 
your business 

insurance needs.

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Monday-Friday 9am-5pm

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Bundled options 
available, call today 

for your quote.

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Monday-Friday 9am-5pm

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Life insurance, make 
sure you have the 
right protection.

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Monday-Friday 9am-5pm

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Do you own a boat, 
ATV, motorcycle or 
RV? Call today for a 

free quote.

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Monday-Friday 9am-5pm

PROUD SPONSOR
OF THE 

NEWSPAPER,
EVENTS, ACTIVITIES

AND BUSINESSES
IN OUR LOCAL

COMMUNITIES!

763-262-5850
tjpottertrucking.com

Employment
FT DEPOSIT OPERATIONS MANAGER
Sherburne State Bank is seeking a FT Deposit Operations Manager at their Becker location

The Deposit Operations Manager is responsible for the daily handling of:

The ideal candidate will work independently to resolve issues by reviewing and improving processes, procedures, and forms used 
for banking services to ensure efficiency while following Bank policy guidelines. Requires a strong working knowledge of various 

bank regulations and ability to prioritize multiple tasks.
Qualifications

Experience

Sherburne State Bank offers a Competitive Salary along with benefits: Send Resume to: 
Eleza Sebesta esebesta@sherburnestatebank.com or mail it to Sherburne State Bank, P.O. Box 428, Becker MN 55308

Becker 763-261-4200  |  Princeton 763-389-4099 | Monticello 763-271-7177

EQUAL
OPPORTUNITY

EMPLOYER

• ACH Processing and assist in the pro-
cessing and research ACH disputes;
• Return Item Processing;
• Assist in the processing of incoming 
and outgoing wires, government reclama-
tions, adjustments, etc;
• Garnishments and Levies;
• ATM/Debit Card program management;
• Daily/Monthly reports;

• Internet Banking and Debit Card 
Research and Support;
• Cash Management including annual 
review, risk rating and client support;
• Balancing of internal and external 
accounts;
• Core administration, resolving client 
and employee issues;
• Check item adjustments;
• Dormant Accounts;

• Process and Review Stop Payments and 
Holds;
• Monitor Mobile Deposit, Remote Deposit 
Capture, Cash Management and ACH 
transactions;
• Provide consistently positive, effective, 
helpful service to all customers, both 
internal and external;
• Additional duties as assigned by man-
agement.

• One-year experience in similar deposit operations functions and/or experience working in a financial institution; • 
Comprehensive knowledge of banking rules and regulations; • Ability to work independently and as a team.

• Bank Operations: 1 year (Preferred); Bank: 1 year (Required)

St Cloud and 
Buffalo locations are 

looking for 
compassionate individuals with 

initiative & enthusiasm to work as
Direct Support Staff 
Program Manager  

Designated 
Coordinator

Variety of shifts avail!
CNA Cert Pref. 1 Year Exp 

Pref. Send inquiries:
amber@taddslighthouse.com

or call Amber @ 
612-643-5360, Ext. 1104

(Adult Foster Care &
Related Services agency)

TADD’S LIGHTHOUSE

Age 55+ workers 
needed for PT 

Custodial work at 
the St. Cloud, 

Fuller Lake 
& Enfield 

Rest Areas.  
Contact Green View 

651-639-1913. 

By Bill Morgan, 
Staff Writer

Eighteen teams and 
75  duffers descended upon 
Pebble Creek Golf Course 
last Thursday to take a 
swing at winning the annual 
Becker Chamber of Com-
merce golf tournament.

Mulligan’s Island was 
the theme and several golf-
ers donned tropical and 
beach wear — and some 
even decorated their golf 
carts! Leis were given to 
each team member as well 
as a “swag” bag of good-
ies that included golf balls, 
tees, sunglasses, a snack 
and a bottle of water.

The event was a nine-
hole competition on the 
Local 9 and each hole had 
a prize or contest to indulge 
in. Flamingos, old boats and 
a floaty were seen at some 
of the holes as well as buck-
ets and shovels in the sand 
traps of another. One of 
the holes even featured 
the course’s popular 
Foot Golf feature 
where Thursday’s 
golfers put away 
their drivers 
and long irons 
and kicked a 
soccer ball 
to a hole 
h u n d r e d s 
of yards 
away.

T h e 
w e a t h e r 
was far 
from trop-
ical as the 
sun beamed 
down and 
temperatures 
were in the 
comfortable low 
80s.

Amity Felton 
and Amy Ch-
mielewski “manned” 
the sign-in table where 
golfers picked up and 
dropped off their score-
cards. Drink tickets were 
also disbursed as well as 
meal tickets for the BBQ 
sandwich supper following 

the event in the main dining 
room.

Joe Perry provided live 
music from 5:30 to 8:30 
p.m. where he put on dis-
play his fine 
talents 

and wide range of music 
genres  to delight the cham-
ber golfers.

As per the theme, a 
prize was awarded to the 

foursome that 
had the 

best costumes relating to 
the Mulligan’s Island con-
cept. That award went to 
Team Haller of Haller Real 
Estate where Kyle dressed 
up as Gilligan, Dave An-
derson as the Skipper, Toni 
Knutson as Mary Ann and 
Tony Rusher as Ginger. 
Rusher sported a long-
maned, red wig and played 
out the role of the sultry 
movie star at every oppor-
tunity throughout the day. 
Fun stuff!

Teams participating 
were: Team Buesgens 
(Brandon Buesgens, Toni 
Buesgens, Jason Noord-
mans, Alison Noordmans 
and Tiffany McDowall), 
Fairway Mates (Jerry 
Brunn, Randy Brunn, 
Steve Brunn and Coleman 
Maegi), Short Shots (Carol 
Brunn, Beau Dehn, Linda 
Maegi, Katelyn Dehn and 
Heather Aldridge), Joe’s 
Bobcat & More (Joe Dan-
ielson, Trevor Danielson), 
Great River Scramblers 

(Joel Anderson, Mitch 
Olson, Trevor Cohen, 

Bill Mickle and 
Lonnie Fluck), TJ 
Potter Trucking 
(Derek Potter, 
Shane Potter, 
Luke Graham 
and Tony 
M i l l e r ) , 
N o r t h e r n 
M e t a l s 
(Scott Hel-
berg, Jake 
Hansen, Gi-
nelle Hansen 
and Steph-

anie Ander-
son).

Beaut ies 
and the Beasts 

(Diane Stangler, 
Joe Stangler, Julie 

Nefs and Andy 
Nefs), Patriot News-

paper (Bill Morgan, 
Chris Meyer, Carol Hanson 
and Kathy Nelson), Haller 
Realty (Kyle Haller, Tony 
Rusher, Toni Knutson and 
Dave Anderson), Liberty 
Paper (Joe Charbonneau, 
Nicole Lerfald, Michael 
Bosio and Grady Lind-

bom), American Heritage 
Bank (Andy Voller, Adam 
Vee, Eron Bordson and 
Mark Hanson), Edina Re-
alty (Lisa Salfer, Mary Jo 
Stanger, Amy Stanger and 
Shelly Matuska), Wruck 
Sewer (Val Wruck, Vonnie 
Novak, Barb Potter, Con-
nie Fleming and Stephanie 
Novak).

The Quack Pack 
(Scott Braaten, Alyssa 
Braaten, Justin Dugger and 
Michelle Bigalke), Sher-
burne County Slicers 
(Joel Brott, Felix Schmies-
ing, Tim Dolan, Tracy Ber-
tram and Bruce Messelt), 
Mies Outland of St. Cloud 
(Shaun Kral, Matt Diwi, 
Jordan Erickson and Jake 
Reitmeier) and Sherburne 
State Bank (Candice Han-
son, Eric Hanson, Jessi Paul 
and Tanya Danielson).

Elite Sponsors were: 
Sherburne State Bank, 
Country Lumber, American 
Family Insurance, Northern 
Metal, Data Success and TJ 
Potter Trucking.

Hole Sponsors were: 
Becker Senior Center, 
Northern Metal, TJ Potter 
Trucking, Haller Realty, 
Angell’s Construction, 
Pizza Depot/Ralph’s Auto 
Body, Mies Outland, 
Becker Spine and Sher-
burne State Bank.

The American Heritage 
Bank team had the lowest 
score. Tracy Bertram won 
the longest putt for women, 
Lonnie Fluck won closest 
to the “floatie”, Adam Vee 
won the Yeti cooler from 
Becker Spine and won “top 
gold” from Sherburne State 
Bank.

AMY CHMIELEWSKI (L) and Amity Felton (R) were 
at the registration booth to sign-in golfers and distribute 
swag. (Submitted Photo).

Perfect day for Chamber golf

HALLER REALTY (L) won the best costume contest 
as Kyle (R, as Gilligan), Dave Anderson (M, as Skipper) and 
Tony Rusher (L, as Ginger) dressed up as members of Gil-
ligan’s Island. Toni Knutson (not shown) portrayed Mary 
Ann. (Submitted Photo).

THE TEAMS OF WRUCK SEWER and Edina Realty 
posed for a photo before heading out to the golf course. Left 
to right: Connie Fleming, Shelly Matuska, Barb Potter, Von-
nie Novak, Stephaine Novak, Lisa Salfer, Mary Jo Stanger 
and Val Wruck. (Submitted Photo).

BECKER’S JOSH KUHA even got into the spirit of 
things as he dressed up as the Skipper, too, while buzzing 
around the golf course in a golf cart. (Submitted Photo).

JESSICA KYLLO OF 
SHERBURNE BANK con-
ducted a hula hoop contest 
on one of the holes to give 
the golfers an advantage on 
a long par-five. (Submitted 
Photo).



By Mark Kolbinger, 
Contributing Writer

Another two wins and 
another piece of hardware for 
the trophy case for the Becker 
Buzzards amateur baseball 
team as they traveled to Alex-
andria and claimed the Class 
AA championship last week-
end.

“I couldn’t be more 
proud of how this team came 
together to win a champion-
ship in the biggest class of 
Minnesota senior baseball,” 
said a jubilant Jason Baune, 
moments after his team cap-
tured its fourth straight state 
title.  

While all the titles have 
been a milestone for the 
team, this one is definitely 
more prestigious as it comes 
in the largest classification for 
senior mens’ baseball in Min-
nesota, which in years past 
has been dominated by metro 
area teams.

Saturday Semifinals
Saturday, the Buzzards 

took on the Waconia Island-
ers, a team they had lost to a 
year ago in the state tourna-
ment opener.  But this time, 
the outcome was different, as 
a total team effort led to a 3-1 
win for Becker.  

Baune’s team opened 
the second inning with sin-
gles from Todd Klaers, Chico 
Schroeder and Brian Kolbin-
ger to load the bases.  Kevin 
Krenz picked up the RBI 
when he was beaned by a 
pitch and Becker led 1-0.  

Another run was added 
in the top of the third when 
Rich Petty singled, advanced 
to second on a Schroeder 
single and scored on a Matt 
Koester base hit to make it 
2-0. 

The top of the fourth 
would brought an insur-
ance run when Steve New-
man doubled with two outs 
and scored on a Jason Wald 
single.  

That would be the ex-
tent of the Buzzards’ scor-
ing, but with Tanner Bakke 
on the mound, it was all they 
needed. The right hander 
went all seven innings, scat-
tering six hits and striking out 
two batters.

The only time the Is-
landers threatened to make it 
a game was in the bottom of 
the sixth inning, as a walk and 
two singles loaded the bases.  
Another walk netted the Is-
landers one run, but Bakke 

coaxed a ground ball out to 
shut down the rally.

Not only was the pitch-
ing excellent, but Baune cred-
ited his defense with some 
spectacular plays.

“Our defense had a huge 
game including a few great 
plays by Newman at third 
base and a diving catch by 
Nick Allerson in centerfield,” 
said the manager, who admit-
ted his team was looking for 
some revenge after the loss a 
year ago.    

Steve Newman won 
Tri-County Lumber Player 
of the Game with some great 
defense and a big double and 
run scored.

Championship Sunday
Becker’s opponent on 

Sunday afternoon in the title 
game was the Alexandria 
Classic Clippers, perhaps the 
Buzzards’ biggest rival.  The 
teams have a long history as 
they were both members of 
the now defunct North Star 
Classic Baseball League and 
Central Minnesota League 
prior to joining the Northwest 
League of the MSMABA.

The two teams split their 
doubleheader earlier this year 
and three years ago, they met 
for the Class B state cham-
pionship in a game the Buz-
zards won in extra innings.  
This year’s game figured to 
be a tight one, but some early 
Classic Clipper errors and 
some timely Buzzard hitting 
turned it into a laugher with 
Becker winning, 13-0. 

Becker scored three runs 
in the top of the first despite 
getting only one hit.  Newman 
walked and Wald reached on 
an error before Rich Petty 
sacrifice bunted Newman 
home for the first run.  Jason 
Pfingsten then hit a line drive 
to right center field, but it was 
misplayed by Alexandria and 

this enabled Wald to score. 
Chico Schroeder then singled 
and in the team’s next at-bat, 
Pfingsten scored on another 
error to push the lead to 3-0.

The score stayed that 
way until the top of the fourth, 
when Pfingsten hit a two run 
double and Klaers notched an 
RBI single to make it 6-0.

The Buzzards put the 
game out of reach in the top 
of the fifth with three more 
runs.  RBI doubles by Petty 
and Pfingsten were the big 
hits in the inning and the 
score was pushed to 9-0.  

With the big lead and 
Pfingsten’s dominance on 
the mound, Baune was able 
to send in the substitutes in 
the top of the sixth and they 
came through in a big way 
and plated three more runs.  
Jon Kern had a big single in 
the inning for Becker as they 
took an insurmountable 12-0 
lead.  They would add one 
more run in the top of the sev-
enth when Klaers and Baune 
singled to put runners on the 
corners and Koester drove in 
the game’s final run for a final 
score of 13-0.

Pfingsten had a memora-
ble championship game per-
formance, as he picked up the 
complete game victory and 
player of the game honors.   
He struck out five batters, al-
lowing just three hits, en route 
to facing just two batters over 
the minimum.  At the plate,  
he helped his own cause by 
going 3-for-4 with a walk and 
five RBI’s.

Baune used a bit of 
humor to describe what the 
team will do to celebrate its 
latest feat.  With COVID-19 
interfering with much of the 
season, he says the team is 
showing its age and might 
need a bit of recuperation 
time after the fast and furious 
season.

“In lieu of a champi-
onship parade, the team has 
decided to instead spend the 
next nine months resting and 
taking ice baths to prepare for 
the 2021 season,” he said.  

That and perhaps build-
ing a bigger shelf for the 
team’s trophies.
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WRESTLING BOOSTER 
CLUB BOARD ELECTIONS

Wed., Sept. 2, 6:30 p.m. 
at Wreckless Driving Academy

14030 Bank St., #2, Becker, Mn 55308

All positions are 2-year terms and are up for public 
election. President, Vice President, Secretary, 

Treasurer, Five (5) at large seats.

Providers of General and 
Coordinated Specialty 

Dentistry

Dr. Dean Calpas
Dr. Beth Amundson

Dr. Kira Powell

763-263-7100
FAX: 763-263-7114

20460 County Road 11 NW
Big Lake, MN 55309

www.monticellodentalcenter.com

Dentist

Buzzards claim AA Title
Mission accomplished

Bulldog sports season off and running
By Mark Kolbinger, 
Contributing Writer

It’s been a flurry of ac-
tivity for the Becker Bulldog 
activities department, as the 
last few weeks have brought 
about schedule changes, 
safety guidelines and nu-
merous updates regarding 
spectators, social distancing 
and competition recommen-
dations.  But for Becker Ac-
tivities Director Dave Niemi, 
seeing the athletes back in 
action has made all the work 
worthwhile.

“The weeks after it 
was announced what the 
fall would look like, it was a 
constant flow of information 
and guidelines being sent 
and sometimes modified and 
re-sent to us,” says Niemi, 
who is entering his tenth sea-
son as A.D. in Becker.   

“Now that the seasons 
have started, things are mov-
ing along and it’s great to see 
the coaches and the partici-
pants back in action.”

With a fall season 
that could see its share of 
changes, Niemi says it is a 
good idea for people to fol-
low the Mississippi8 website 
(mississippi8.org) to stay 
up to date on schedules.  If 
tweaks are made, they are 
reflected nearly instantly 
online.  

Participation numbers 
continue to be strong, ac-
cording to Niemi. 

“Becker has generally 
had great activity partici-
pation numbers and so far, 
even with the challenges 
we are facing as we head 
into another school year, our 
numbers are in a good place 
once again,” says Niemi.

The biggest differences 
fans might notice this year 
come in the form of MSHSL 
and MDH mandates.  Masks 
will be encouraged at all 
events and six foot social 
distancing rules will be en-
forced.  For all sports, the 
number of spectators will 
be limited, while girls swim-
ming and diving will not 
have fans at all, per MSHSL 
rules.

‘We are working on 
maybe live streaming girls 
swim-dive meets so infor-
mation will be sent out  if 

that develops,” says Niemi.
For tennis, some of the 

slats in the fence have been 
removed to make it easier 
for people to watch from 
outside the fence.  For the 
soccer fields, the bleachers 
have been marked with blue 
tape for social distancing ad-
herence and the ticket taker 
will have a counter to ensure 
attendance does not exceed 
capacity.  At cross country 
meets, staggered start times 
and crowd limits dependent 
on the venue will be in place.

Niemi understands 
the frustrations that may 
accompany some of these 
changes, but his focus re-
mains squarely on the safety 
of the coaches, players and 
spectators.  

“Across the board, it is 
most important for the teams 
and spectators that all per-
sonal feelings be set aside, 
because the guidelines put 
in place — are allowing our 
teams to compete this fall,” 
says Niemi.  “Once the com-
petitions begin on any given 
day, we want there to be as 
much ‘normalcy’ as we can 
for the athletes competing.

“If we do our due dili-
gence in the fall as we start 
the year, we will have a bet-
ter chance for a more normal 
winter season and spring 
season to come. I would like 
to thank everyone out there 
that helps us to do just that 
on behalf of all of our Becker 
student activity participants.”

Early Reports - 
Boys soccer
Coach Nick Crowley 

has 22 players out for the 
team and he is making it 
known that he is trying to 
find a few more students 
who would like to give soc-
cer a shot.  With the new 
configuration of MSHSL 
sports for this year, it would 
be possible to have “four 
sport” athletes.

“I think it’s a pretty cool 
opportunity for athletes to try 
and compete in four differ-
ent seasons,” says Crowley.  
“It’s an opportunity for a 
football player to try some-
thing that they normally 
wouldn’t think of doing... 
like soccer.

“Every year we get one 
or two seniors who want to 

come out for soccer and get 
playing time,” he added.  

With his limited num-
bers, Crowley says that spac-
ing out during practice hasn’t 
been an issue.

Swimming/Diving
Head Coach Tina 

Tamm says her numbers are 
close to last year, but she also 
has at least one new athlete 
from each grade 7-12.

While most seasons 
have two to three weeks of 
preparation time, this year 
the team will have just eight 
practices before the first 
meet.  She still expects the 
girls to perform well, as she 
says they have been putting 
in some tough sets during 
practice and many of the 
girls participated in the sum-
mer camp.

“This is the shortest 
pre-season we have ever 
had,” says Tamm, who also 
noted how the pool will feel 
different with no fans.  “We 
are just going to roll with it 
and make the best of what 
we have and appreciate that 
we can actually have a sea-
son.”

Girls Tennis
Head Coach Nate 

Bucher has nearly 50 stu-
dent-athletes out for the sport 
in grades 7-12, as the volley-
ball season switch allowed 
some girls to give tennis a 
try.

“We have benefited 
from gaining some volley-
ball girls that are giving ten-
nis a try,” says Bucher.  “It’s 
been really fun helping teach 
them a new sport and con-
nect them with some of the 
same skill motions.”

He also has a veteran 
team returning that was very 
successful just a year ago.

“After our first ever 
team section championship, 
we have a very competitive 
team for this year,” says Bu-
cher.  “The first week and 
half of practice has proven 
that.”

Season Start
All three teams, in addi-

tion to the girls soccer team, 
were scheduled to begin 
their season Thursday eve-
ning (August 27) with Big 
Lake as their opponents.  
Look for results in next 
week’s Patriot.

Looking to advertise?
Call the sales team at the 

PATRIOT at 763-275-0275
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