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Subject to credit approval

By Penny Leuthard, 
Contributing Writer

The Clearwater Li-
brary’s used bookstore is 
getting a face lift this win-
ter. 

With February being 
‘ Love Y our Library’ 
month, members of the 
Clearwater Friends of the 
Library (FOL) decided 
it was the perfect time to 
begin.

“We’re in the process 
of revitalizing Chapter 2, 

the library’s used book-

store,” said Sue V alek. “A 
new committee has been 
formed and is excited to be 
working on it.”

Although the library 
hadn’t been accepting do-
nations of used books for 
a while, that has changed, 
and FOL is asking everyone 
to bring in books they’re 
done with that are in good 
condition. 

“I’m happy to be back 
and involved in a new 

CLEARWATER FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY MEMBERS Joanne Lisson and Cyrene Bastian with 
their Valentine’s Day themed book sale display. (Submitted Photo).

Clearwater 
Library’s Used 

Bookstore Being 
Revitalized

By Don Bellach, 
Contributing Writer

A recent, controver-
sial social media post has 
proven to be divisive. 

Social media has been 
awash with opinions, a situ-
ation Supt. Jeremy Schmidt 
addressed in a January 27 
Facebook post. In a letter 
addressed to Becker staff, 
students, families and 
community, Schmidt tried 
to lower the temperature 
while acknowledging that 
emotions were running 
high. He called on every-
one to resist “stereotyping, 
generalizing, or turning 
one moment into a blanket 
judgement.”  He called for 
unity, “We can demand 
accountability without 
abandoning decency. We 
can insist on high stan-
dards without tearing each 
other apart.”  Above all, 
he wanted to remind ev-
eryone of the school’s 
mission, “… help us lower 
the temperature and pro-

tect what matters the most:  
OUR CHILDREN, THEIR 
LEARNING , and THEIR 
SAFETY .”

P u b l ic F oru m
G iven the controversy, 

it was surprising that only 
one concerned resident 
spoke during the February 
2, 2026, meeting.  Emily 
Jenkins, who later identi-
fied herself as a concerned 
mother of twin first-grad-
ers, read from prepared 
remarks in support of teach-
ers with targeted criticism 
of students.  

“We are witnessing 

teens trade the sanctity of 
the classroom for the cheap 
currency of a viral mo-
ment,” she said. “We hear 
loud voices from those with 
no business teaching our 
children about ethics, yet 
who feel entitled to destroy 
an educator’s career. It is 
time we stand firm in the 
default position of support-
ing our teachers.” 

Later, Jenkins spoke 
about the need for mutual 
respect in the classroom. 

“Mutual respect re-
quires a willingness to be 
uncomfortable, to approach 

diversity of thought with 
curiosity, not combat,” she 
concluded.

Sarah Colford, presi-
dent of the American Indian 
Parent Advisory Commit-
tee, a former student, and 
parent of children in the dis-
trict, was surprised by the 
low turnout and remained 
hopeful that constructive 
discussions would be held 
soon. Though she did not 
speak at the meeting, she 
did send a statement to this 
reporter that acknowledged 
that the video between a 
teacher and her students, “is 
multifaceted and we would 
be remiss if we didn’t ac-
knowledge all of the parts 
of it. 

“It’s hard to know the 
intentions of this video and 
the reason it was posted to 
social media before being 
sent to the school, but I’m 
not going to assume any-
thing and I’m asking you to 
do the same.”

Acknowledging differ-
ent perspectives, Colford 

used a story from her Na-
tive American background 
about a wise woman who 
used a drum to unite Native 
peoples divided by settlers. 
The Dakota woman gave 
the drum to the Ojibwe 
people and said, “When we 
fight against each other, we 
all lose.”

Mu l ti- U nit 
Contract Signed
A tentative agreement 

with Becker’s Multi-Unit 
team was reached in Oc-
tober 2025 and formally 
ratified when the board ap-
proved the consent agenda. 

When asked to com-
ment on the agreement, 
Schmidt wrote, “We ap-
preciate the collabora-
tive work that went into 
reaching this agreement in 
a timely manner and the 
School Board’s approval. 
Our multi-unit team is im-
portant to the daily success 
of our schools, and we are 

EMILY JENKINS addressed the school board during the 
public forum segment of Monday’s meeting. (Patriot Photo by 
Don Bellach)

Few turn out for Becker School Board meeting

By Don Bellach, 
Contributing Writer

More than 50 people 
attended the January 28, 
2026 meeting of the Big 
Lake School Board. When 
asked, many identified 
themselves as teachers. A 
few were students. One 
gentleman, when asked 
why he was there, said, 
“Solidarity.”

The board had sched-
uled a closed session for 
negotiation strategy to 
immediately follow the 
regular meeting. Big Lake 
Education Minnesota Rep-
resentative Chris Olson, 
who was present in the 
hallway after the meeting, 
declined to comment on 
ongoing negotiations.

Information found on 
the Big Lake Schools web-
page under the heading, 
“Contract Negotiations”, 
states the following:  “Since 
May, the District and Big 
Lake Education Associa-
tion have met nine times 
to negotiate a new col-
lective bargaining agree-
ment.  These meetings 
have included discussions 
on compensation, work-
ing conditions, and long-
term sustainability for both 
our staff and the District.  
While progress has been 
made, the process has taken 
longer than we had hoped, 
and the teachers’ union 

has requested to move the 
discussions to mediation, 
which is a standard step in 
public sector bargaining 
when agreements are not 
yet reached.”

B u d get Shortf al l s
Amber Sixberry, re-

ported that the Finance 
Committee had a goal to 
cut $ 1.5 million from the 
budget before it is finali]ed 
in March of this year. Ear-
lier, the board unanimously 
passed a resolution that 
directed the Superinten-
dent to “consider the dis-
continuance of programs 
or positions to effectuate 
economics in the school 
district and reduce expen-
ditures and make recom-
mendations to the Board of 
Education.”

When addressing the 
Board, Superintendent Tim 
Truebenbach said it was a 
standard resolution given 
the current budget situation. 

The board also ad-
justed class size guidelines. 
It replaced the term variable 
with a specific range of 
26-30 students for non-core 
programs in Middle and 
High School classrooms. 

Manu el  R etiring 
in 2027
Director of Business 

Services Angie Manuel an-
nounced that she is hoping 
to retire in July 2027. She 
expressed a desire to give 
the board enough time for 
succession planning. She 
mentioned that the district 
has a strong internal candi-
date to replace her, but that 
would leave other staffing 
gaps in the department to 
be considered. 

E nrol l m ent
The district contin-

ued to gain enrollment for 

TEACHERS AND STUDENTS were present for the regular 
school board meeting. (Patriot Photo by Don Bellach)

BL Teachers show up to 
support labor negotiations

By Ken Francis, 
Contributing Writer

The Sherburne County 
Board Tuesday approved 
an agreement with Marco 
to provide additional safe-
ty-related countywide 
phone and communication 
services.

The current county-
wide V oIP phone system, 
which enables calling over 
the internet, 
was im-
plemented 
2024. Since 
the system 
went live, 
the cur-
rent cloud-
b a s e d 
service pro-
vider has 
struggled to 
deliver the 
level of re-
liability re-
quired for mission-critical 
communications.   

For a 24/ 7 law en-
forcement, corrections and 
emergency services agency, 
dependable phone service 
is essential to maintaining 
operational readiness and 
ensuring public safety. But 
over the past year, Sheriff 
Dept. staff have consis-
tently reported a wide range 
of telephone issues, includ-
ing phones continuing to 
ring after being answered, 
calls failing to connect, 

incorrect caller ID infor-
mation, dropped calls and 
an inability to place calls 
outside the county or reach 
certain internal extensions. 
In some cases, users have 
encountered a complete 
lack of a dial tone.

The ongoing problems 
significantly disrupt daily 
operations and hinder the 
agency’s ability to commu-
nicate effectively.

Staff  has recom-
mended con-
tracting with 
Marco to im-
plement nec-
essary system 
improvements 
and add addi-
tional county-
wide intercom 
communica-
tion capabili-
ties.

The total 
project cost 
is $ 183,382. 

One half of the expenses 
are contained within IT’s 
budgeted departmental pro-
fessional services and pre-
viously approved ARPA 
project funds ($ 90,000 
total). The additional costs 
will be covered by the Sher-
iff’s Office’s &ommissary 
funds ($93,400) .

Lab or Law  
A greem ent

County to improve 
communication system

CW LIBRARY
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TO  TH E  E D I TO R :
Statement from Connexus 
(nergy included a flyer that 
headlined *O  (/(&T5,& 
S$9( %,*. $pparent pur-
pose²stimulate interest²it 
said, *o (lectric. �0y $ir 
Source +eat 3umps costs 
me ���� more to operate 
than N *as, thus switch to 
N *as.  0y previous (lec-
tric Water Heater cost me 20 
-25� more to operate than 
present gas W+.) Other ad-
vertised rebates on (lectric� 
9ehicles, %ikes and 5iding 
/awn 0owers.   , asked my-
self what they have to do with 
upgrading our home"  Why 
should -ohn and 0ary 'oe 
get a rebate on them from 
money collected from the 
rest of us"  5eplies provided� 
the State wants more �so-
called green energy, empha-
sis added) thus the push and 
incentives. ,n other words, 
their green is paid for by our 
green.  �0oney must come 
from somewhere to pay land 
leases, solar mfg and installa-
tion.) , have a problem with 
tossing out clean coal and 
even cleaner natural gas, es-
pecially as , see some of the 
greatest irrigated high pro-
duction farmland now cov-
ered with glass, with energy 
costs going up.  There is a 
place for solar but not at the 
cost of destroying prime agri-
culture land.  Sad�
Tom  G od l ew ski,  
Cl ear Lake ,  MN

TO  TH E  E D I TO R :
$ message to ,&( and %or-
der 3atrol�  ,f it’s legal, why is 
your activity such a big dark 
secret"  0ake the names and 
bios of the worst of the worst 
public, j la F%,’s most wanted 
list, and citi]ens will assist in 
their apprehension.  %ut make 
that list current and accurate.  
/eave the hard working tax 
paying families who seek a 
path to citi]enship in peace.  
They are victims of corrupt 
flawed 8.S. immigration pol-

icy of the last 5�� years. <ou 
are treating our neighbors like 
.risti Noem’s dog.  
Connie R u tl ed ge
B ig Lake,  Mn

TO  TH E  E D I TO R :
,magine opening a tax return 
and seeing almost nothing 
owed year after year«as a 
billionaire. +ere’s what one 
longtime billionaire reported 
paying in federal income 
taxes, according to records 
released by &ongress and 
summari]ed by $ssociated 
3ress� 2�15� �6�1,��1� 2�16� 
��5�� 2�1�� ��5�� 2�1�� 
a����,���� 2�1�� �1��,��5� 
2�2�� ��. The filings show 
heavy use of legal deductions� 
business losses, depreciation, 
and carryforward credits. 
Tools available mostly to 
people with complex global 
business empires. Those 
numbers later became pub-
lic after an illegal leak by an 
,5S contractor. That contrac-
tor went to prison. %ut now 
comes the twist. The taxpayer 
is suing the ,5S for �1� bil-
lion, claiming reputational 
harm from the disclosure. 
,f that lawsuit succeeds, the 
money would be paid by tax-
payers. $ccording to a 2�2� 
report from the ,nstitute on 
Taxation and (conomic 3ol-
icy, undocumented immi-
grants paid about ��,��� per 
person. That money goes to� 
SS, 0edicare, 8nemploy-
ment ,nsurance, Federal in-
come taxes, State and local 
sales, property, and income 
taxes $nd yet, those same 
workers are barred from col-
lecting SS, 0edicare, unem-
ployment benefits, the (arned 
,ncome Tax &redit, and most 
child tax credits. Who is this 
mysterious billionaire" Non 
other than 3resident 'onald 
-. Trump Who is really the 
tax burden" The 1� are.
Vanessa D av enp ort
B ig Lake,  MN

Learning by Listening 
(in-person) in Becker

One of my goals since 
becoming 0ayor was to in-
crease opportunities for res-
idents and business owners 
to offer input into local gov-
ernment operations and other 
topics that affect our quality 
of life.

Through a new initiative 
called the 0ayor’s 5ound-
table Series, , have enMoyed 
hearing opinions from many 
stakeholders.  $ couple of 
weeks ago, , hosted a meet-
ing with business owners 
from our ,ndustrial 3ark and 
this week, we held our third 
installment of the /ocal *ov-
ernment 5oundtable.  These 
feedback sessions are crucial 
to ensure that our priorities 
align with the expectations of 
our citi]enry.

While , had pretty high 
expectations for these types 
of meetings and their poten-
tial impact, the results have 
far outpaced what , hoped 
to accomplish. /istening to 
the concerns and ideas of the 
participants has greatly im-
pacted how , approach my 
Mob as 0ayor, and has helped 
to sharpen my focus on serv-
ing the citi]ens of the %ecker 
community. 

,n addition to these gath-
erings, there are other forums 
to offer input.  For example, 
Sherburne &ounty is cur-
rently asking for community 
input into its +a]ard 0itiga-
tion 3lan, which assesses the 
natural ha]ards that pose risk 
to the county.  Whether it be 
flooding, drought, or other ex-
treme weather, citi]en input is 
one key to ensuring our disas-
ter preparedness.  3lease con-
sider visiting the Sherburne 
&ounty website to participate 
in this important action.

Now, back to the topic of 
listening to learn.

,’ll admit that , much 
prefer face to face meetings 
over the ³input´ that can be 
considered by perusing social 
media.  There’s a multitude of 
reasons for this, but the main 
argument , make is that social 
media often Must isn’t accu-

rate.
Over the past 12 months, 

, ran a little experiment and 
,’ll be the first to admit that it 
wasn’t scientific.  , kept track 
of things that , ran across on 
social media that could be 
definitively proven as true or 
false �not an opinion or some-
thing that could be debatable).  
+ere’s an example�  is (dge-
wood Street in %ecker a city 
or county road"  ,t’s a city 
street, therefore any assertion 
that it is a county road is false.  
<ou get the idea.

+ere’s what , found� so-
cial media was ³wrong´ 52� 
of the time.  This was based 
on me being able to verify the 
truthfulness of things , came 
across, and not my own per-
sonal opinion.  <es, there’s 
many limitations to my re-
search, but , think it taught 
me an important lesson.

So, what did , learn"  
4uite simply, that flipping a 
coin �5�-5�) would often lead 
to more accurate ³fact check-
ing´ than what is posted on 
social media.  This isn’t an 
indictment on the people who 
post, but Must a warning to us 
all that we need to think twice 
before we believe what we 
read.

The next opportunity for 
%ecker residents to offer input 
will on Friday, February 2� at 
the next &iti]ens 5oundtable. 
3lease consider Moining me 
at 3ebble &reek at 6 p.m.  ,t 
promises to be a great oppor-
tunity to learn from one an-
other �face to face).

By Becker Mayor, 
Mark Kolbinger

Funding for 6th District
We are back in Wash-

ington this week after a 
busy couple of weeks fin-
ishing the government 
funding process in the 
+ouse. We’re investing 
in new infrastructure for 
our district and restoring 
safety to our communities. 
Through our work, we are 
making 0innesota safer. 

F u nd ing f or 
6t h D istrict
/ast week, the +ouse 

of 5epresentatives passed 
the remaining four of 12 
appropriations bills to fund 
the government for fiscal 
year 2�26, which included 
funding for six proMects in 
0innesota’s Sixth &on-
gressional 'istrict. These 
investments will improve 
outdated roads and make 
necessary repairs, keeping 
both residents and visitors 
safer while driving. Secur-
ing funding for our district 
is one of the most reward-
ing aspects of my Mob, and 
it will always remain a pri-
ority of mine in &ongress. 

Once again, the +ouse 
has done its Mob to secure 
necessary funding for F< 
2�26. ,t is now up to the 
Senate to pass the remain-
ing appropriations bills by 
today’s deadline in order 
to prevent a partial govern-
ment shutdown. 

Secu ring 
O u r Cou ntry
0ake no mistake� the 

situation in the Twin &ities 
has been created by ³sanc-
tuary state and city´ poli-
cies and local leaders who 
have refused to cooperate 
with federal law enforce-
ment. They are responsible 
for enabling and encourag-
ing the chaos and unrest that 
has been unfolding. $fter 
weeks of violent protests 
and obstruction of Mustice 
in 0inneapolis, 3resident 
'onald Trump made a good 
faith effort and spoke with 
*overnor Tim Wal] and 
0inneapolis 0ayor -acob 
Frey earlier last week about 
the cooperation that must 
happen between ,mmigra-
tion and Customs Enforce-
ment �,&() and the state. 

'espite 3resident 
Trump’s willingness to 
come to the table, 'emocrat 
state and local leaders con-
tinue to obstruct federal law 

enforcement. /ast Tuesday, 
3resident Trump sent %or-
der &]ar Tom +oman to 
0innesota to oversee ,&( 
operations on the ground 
and meet with local lead-
ers. 8nder the Obama ad-
ministration, +oman was 
,&(’s (xecutive $ssociate 
'irector of (nforcement 
and 5emoval Operations, 
deporting over ���k illegal 
immigrants from 2�1� to 
2�16. +oman is dedicated 
to restoring law and order 
to 0innesota through tar-
geted and efficient oper-
ations, and , have faith he 
will do Must that. 

,n Must two days, 
Homan came to an under-
standing with 0innesota 
$ttorney *eneral .eith (l-
lison that 0innesota county 
Mails may notify ,&( of the 
release dates of criminal 
public safety risks so ,&( 
can take custody of them 
upon their release from 
Mails. This is safer for the 
community, safer for the 
agents, and it’s safer for the 
criminals. ,t is a common-
sense approach that should 
have been allowed to begin 
with like it is in other states 
across the country.

*overnor Wal] and 
0ayor Frey have created 
a hostile environment for 
federal officers, leading to 
tragedies across the state. 
,t is time that local and 
state leaders stop instruct-
ing individuals to obstruct 
law enforcement and in-
stead work with our federal 
agents to get rapists, mur-
derers, abusers, and human 
and drug traffickers off our 
streets. We must enforce 
our immigration laws as we 
would any other law, and 
that starts here at home in 
0innesota. 

By Rep. 
Tom Emmer

Reading Instruction
/earning to read is one 

of the most important mile-
stones in a child’s education. 
Strong reading skills open 
doors to academic success, 
confidence, and future oppor-
tunities, while gaps in reading 
can affect learning across all 
subMect areas. That is why 
%ecker 3ublic Schools has 
made a sustained commit-
ment to strengthening reading 
instruction for every student, 
beginning in our earliest 
grades and extending across 
our system.

,n recent years, 0inne-
sota has placed a renewed 
focus on evidence-based 
literacy instruction through 
the 5($' $ct. *rounded 
in more than 5� years of re-
search, this work centers on 
how children learn to read 
and how teachers can best 
support students at every 
stage of literacy develop-
ment. Our district embraced 
this effort early and intention-
ally to ensure students receive 
strong, consistent reading in-
struction.

We are proud to share 
that ��� of %ecker teachers 
required to complete Science 
of 5eading training have fin-
ished /anguage (ssentials 
for Teachers of 5eading and 
Spelling �/(T5S). These ed-
ucators include kindergarten 
through grade 5 classroom 
teachers, preschool teachers 
responsible for literacy in-
struction, .±12 Special (d-
ucation teachers, and .±12 
(nglish /earner teachers. 
This broad participation 
matters because reading in-
struction does not exist in a 
single classroom or grade 
level. When educators share 
a common understanding of 
how reading develops, stu-
dents benefit from consistent 
language, strategies, and ex-
pectations throughout their 
school experience.

$ small group of 1� 
teachers newly hired this year 
began their /(T5S training 
upon Moining our district and 

will complete it by fall 2�26. 
They are supported by a lo-
cally trained /(T5S facili-
tator, allowing us to provide 
in-house coaching, collabo-
ration, and practical connec-
tions between research and 
daily classroom instruction.

So what does this mean 
for students" Science of 
5eading training strength-
ens teachers’ understanding 
of essential reading compo-
nents²phonemic awareness, 
phonics, fluency, vocabulary, 
and comprehension. Teachers 
learn how to identify reading 
challenges early and respond 
with targeted instruction be-
fore small gaps become long-
term barriers.

Our commitment to 
literacy continues beyond 
the elementary years. ,n 
fall 2�26, secondary teach-
ers responsible for teaching 
reading will participate in a 
secondary-focused Science 
of 5eading training facilitated 
by ST5,9(, designed specif-
ically to support adolescent 
learners.

These efforts reflect a 
simple belief� reading is ev-
eryone’s responsibility, and 
every student deserves strong 
instruction. While much of 
this work happens behind the 
scenes, its impact is visible 
every day as students grow in 
confidence and teachers are 
equipped to meet their needs. 
Together, we are building a 
strong foundation in reading 
that will support our students 
for years to come.

By Supt.
Jeremy Schmidt

Staying Focused
&ity government has an 

important Mob� providing the 
core services that keep our 
community safe, healthy, 
and running smoothly. That 
includes police and fire pro-
tection, safe streets, clean 
water and sewer systems, 
parks and trails, long-term 
planning, and responsi-
ble financial management. 
These services are funded 
by property taxes collected 
through the city levy and 
are intended to serve the 
entire community. $ good 
example of this is the public 
safety facility we’re build-
ing now, which will house 
&ity +all and a new 3olice 
'epartment²an invest-
ment focused squarely on 
essential city services.

,t’s Must as important to 
be clear about what the city 
does not do. We value the 
%ecker %ig /ake ,ce $sso-
ciation and recognize it as 
a strong, mission-driven or-
gani]ation with a very vis-
ible and positive presence 
in our community. %ecause 
of that visibility, it’s under-
standable that some people 
might assume the city helps 
fund their facilities. ,t does 
not.

The city is not the 
builder or financer of ,ce 
$ssociation facilities. 3roM-
ects like a new ice arena are 
private or semi-private ef-
forts, paid for through gam-
bling proceeds, donations, 
user fees, and grants²not 
city levy dollars.

8sing levy dollars for 
an ice arena would mean 
higher taxes or taking 
money away from the core 
services everyone relies on. 
,t could also saddle the city 
with long-term debt, creat-
ing a financial burden for 
residents for decades. That 
wouldn’t be responsible or 
sustainable.

That doesn’t mean the 
city can’t be supportive. 
We can work with organi-
]ations like the ,ce $ssoci-
ation through partnerships, 
collaboration, and policies 
that help them succeed²
without putting taxpayer 
dollars at risk.

*ood government is 
about staying focused and 
being responsible with pub-
lic money. %y prioriti]ing 
core services and managing 
levy dollars carefully, the 
city can continue to deliver 
the public safety, infrastruc-
ture, and quality-of-life ser-
vices residents expect now 
and into the future.

By Paul Knier
Big Lake Mayor

thankful for their dedication to our students and commu-
nity.´

O ther N ew s
� $lso on the consent agenda, a resolution was passed 

that allowed the Superintendent to consider discontinuing 
positions and programs for the next school year�

� The district is required by state statute to establish 
the $,3$& to serve in an advisory role and to submit an-
nual compliance to be submitted to the &ommissioner of 
(ducation by 0arch 1, 2�26. That compliance was ap-
proved by the board. 

BECKER SCHOOLS
from page 1

The board approved a 
professional services agree-
ment with Wiley 5eber /aw 
Office for labor and em-
ployment law services from 
0arch 1, 2�26 - Feb. 2�, 
2�2�. The agreement pro-
vides for an increase from 
�6,2���month to �6,5���
month, plus expenses. The 
Wiley 5eber /aw Office 
will receive a �� increase 
on -an. 1 of each year of the 
agreement.

Staf f  P osition
The board approved a 

request for one /ead 3ub-
lic Service Specialist in the 
Sheriff’s 'ept.

The /ead 3ublic Ser-
vice Specialist �*rade �) 
provides a vital daily service 
in the ability for the office 
to perform all processes of 
court ordered protection or-
ders, restraining orders, and 
all other legal service filed 
through the Sheriff’s Office.

,ncreases in the volume 
of court orders and legal ser-
vices over the past five years 
has left the office vulnerable 
when this position is on leave 
for any period of time.

3artial funding of the 
added position would be 
covered by the increased 
civil process fees, which 
were adopted by the county 
board in September 2�25. ,n 
addition, the Sheriff’s Office 
would eliminate an $dmin-
istrative Specialist position 
�*rade 6) in another division 
through attrition.

The Mob rate difference 
between a *rade 6 and a 
*rade � totals �1�,�1�.1� 
per year.

Canv assing B oard
The board appointed 

&ommissioners $ndrew 
+ulse and %rad Schumacher 
to serve on the county can-
vassing board to review and 
approve the results of the 
3rimary (lection �$ug. 11) 
and the *eneral (lection 
�Nov. �). &anvassing dates 
are $ug. 1� and Nov. 1� at 
2 p.m. in the 0aple 5oom of 
the Sherburne &ounty *ovt. 
&enter.

The (lections &anvass-
ing %oard will consist of 
two &ounty &ommissioners, 
&ounty $uditor�Treasurer, 
&ourt $dministrator or ap-
pointee, and the 0ayor or 
%oard &hair of the &ity of 
(lk 5iver.

B al l ot B oard
The board passed a 

resolution to establish an 
$bsentee %allot %oard and 
8O&$9$ �8niformed and 

Overseas &iti]ens 9oting 
$ct) $bsentee %allot %oard 
for the 2�26 (lection <ear.

The ballot board will 
bring uniformity in  process-
ing, accepting or reMecting 
returned absentee ballots in 
Sherburne &ounty.

Veterans Su m m it
The board approved out 

of state travel for the &ounty 
9eterans Services Officer 
�&9SO) to attend the Na-
tional Association of County 
9eterans Service Officers 
�N$&9SO) /eadership 
Summit in Washington, '.&. 
0arch 22-26, 2�26.

The primary focus at 
the summit will be legisla-
tion to protect veterans and 
family members from fraud. 
3redatory actors, aka ³claim 
sharks,´ target veterans with 
fraudulent promises of guar-
anteed benefits, violate fed-
eral and 0innesota law, and 
act without oversight by the 
8S 'epartment of 9eterans 
$ffairs �9$), which results 
in an illegal, unregulated, 
disingenuous, profit-moti-
vated business model that 
separates a disproportionate 
amount of benefits from vet-
erans.

O ther B u siness
,n other actions the 

board�
� $pproved the renewal 

of a multi-year agreement 
with 3alo $lto Networks for 
firewall licensing and sup-
port through -an. 2��1 at a 
cost of ��16,51�.�6�

� $pproved the dona-
tion of the remaining obso-
lete Sheriff’s Office radios 
to +and in +and /ogistics. 
(mergency 0anagement 
has a supply of �� ;T/ ra-
dios that are approximately 
12-15 years old. The radios 
are no longer physically or 
electronically supported and 
have not been utili]ed by the 
Sheriff’s Office or county 
staff for several years.

+and in +and /ogistics 
is a 0innesota based 5�1�c)
��) organi]ation established 
to facilitate delivery of hu-
manitarian aid internation-
ally�

� $pproved the 3relim-
inary and Final Simple 3lats 
of ³&reekside Woods´ and 
³&reekwoods Two,´consist-
ing of two lots on �1.� acres 
in the $gricultural 'istrict 
and the Transition 5iver 'is-
trict of the St. Francis 5iver 
at &o. 5d. � and &o. 5d. 11 
in Santiago Twp.

COUNTY
from page 1
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Sports  News

•••••• UPCOMING AUCTIONS ••••••

THIS IS A PARTIAL LISTING. B.P. & MN tax applies. 
See website for more: 
www.midwestauctions.com/sharer 
Keith Sharer Auction Service

320-267-1963

3825 Shadowood Dr. NE. Sauk Rapids, MN  
Directions: St. Cloud, E. on Hwy 23 Left 0n 40th (Follow Signs)

SUNDAY
FEBRUARY 8TH@ 11:00 AM

ANTIQUES, MILITARY, HOUSEHOLD, 
OUTDOOR & TOOLS 

SUNDAY
FEBRUARY 15TH@ 11:00 AM

ANTIQUES, HOUSEHOLD, OUTDOOR & TOOLS 

Antiques, Collectibles, Household & décor’, 
Furniture, Tools & outdoor, Yard & garden & Shop

Now Taking Consignments

Auctions

FORMERLY T&R MEATS

105 PINE ST., CLEARWATER • 320-558-6390

Stop in for Prime Rib, Baby Back Ribs, 
Tenderloins, Hams, Smoked Turkey, 
Steak, Chops, Brats, Hot Dogs, Ham-

burgers, Chicken, Roasts & Much More!

We slaughter in-house
Call to book an appointment!

Keller Lake Commons in Big Lake, now an Assisted Living Community 
offering full apartments ranging from 644 to 956 square feet. Cable is included in rents 

for private pay and housing support (formerly known as GRH) renters. Accepting EW and 
CADI. For more information please contact Nicole Gilder, Housing Director at 

763-263-2363 or check us out online at www.kellerlakecommons.com

Community newspapers cannot survive without their 
advertisers. Support them by shopping local.

Fish Fry Deals!
Clear Lak e Lions

St. Marcus Ch urch  
Clear Lak e

Adults - $16; 
10 and under - $8; 

3 and under - FREE

fiSH FRY

Fridays, Feb. 20th & Mar. 6th, 2026, 
4:30-7:30pm

fiSH FRYfiSH FRY

Clear Lak e Lions

St. Marcus Ch urch  
Clear Lak e

Adults - $16; 
10 and under - $8; 

3 and under - FREE

fiSH FRY

Friday, Mar. 6th, 2026, 
4:30-7:30pm

fiSH FRYfiSH FRY
LICENSE
00399

505 PINE ST., CLEARWATER
AMERICAN LEGION
 320-558-6627 

SUNDAY, FEB. 22ND, 2026
All you Can Eat 11am - 6pm

Adults
$15

12 & under 
$6

Silent Auction 11am
Live Auction 4:15pm

Pull Tabs
Meat raffles 

Prize Drawings All Day!

69TH ANNUAL

Sponsored by

Valentine’s Day!
Stop in and see our beautiful 
jewelry now thru Feb. 13th.  

Or call for an appt. 320.253.5346

Valentine’s Day
with one of a kind jewelry!

320.253.5346 • www.trisko2.com
Robert Trisko Award Winning Designer

from a of us!

14068 Bank St., becker
(ACROSS FROM SHERBURNE STATE BANK)

Hours: Sun-Thurs 11am-9pm Fri & Sat 11am-10pm
763-275-0270

Happy Valentine’s Day!Happy Valentine’s Day!Happy Valentine’s Day!

 $50 or 
more!
 $50 or $10

OFF *Not valid � daily 
specials. One c�p� p� visit, 

p� p�s�. Dine in �ly.
Exp�es Feb. 16, 2026

Food Products~ Bongard’s cheese & butter, 
Hope Creamery butter, Heggie’s pizza

& Oak Park feeds

Twine - Netwrap

Complete Feed for Cattle, Chickens, Pigs, Horses, Low-carb horse 
feed, Dog & Cat food • Corn/Oats & custom-mixed ration

Fly control tubs, shavings • Wood pellets & other animal supplies

320-968-7864 • 16623 Ironwood Rd NE, Oak Park

Stop by the... For your 
planting needs

Stop by the... For your 
planting needs

Quality Building Supplies 
at Affordable Prices

Since 1975

BOOK YOUR ORDER!

Call for a FREE estimate
117th Ave., Milaca

(north end of Milaca off Central Ave)

BUILDING
$PECIAL$

320-983-6304 •1-800-818-1846

LATCHAM-LIND LUMBER &
POST FRAME BUILDINGS

By Ken Francis, 
Contributing Writer

The Big Lake boys 
wrestlers won four matches 
in a 54-16 loss to Z immer-
man in a dual meet last 
Thursday.

At 1 2 1  p ou nd s, G rant 
V olk beat G rayson Kies-
ling, 6-3. At 1 3 3  p ou nd s 
Jaylen Rand pinned Tristan 
Stoner at 3: 21. At 1 8 9 
p ou nd s, Iain Cooper beat 
Ryan Bishop by major de-
cision, 8-0. At 2 1 5  p ou nd s, 
215 Austin Frederickson 
beat Nathaniel Belair, 7-1.

The Hornets lost 
by forfeit in four other 
matches.

The Big Lake girls won 
all three matches against 
the Z immerman girls.

At 1 2 4  p ou nd s, Cora 
Rand pinned Olivia G ar-
das at 4: 45. At 1 3 0 , Alexa 
G uy pinned Macy Roberts 
at 2: 53. At 1 3 6 , G raycen 
Mayer pinned Isabella 
Kroll at 3: 03.

At the 2026 MNG WL 
Individual State Tourna-
ment last Friday, Cora 
5and finished third at 1 2 4  
p ou nd s. After falling to 
Micaiah Lenway of Al-
bert Lea Area, the sev-
enth-grader pinned Rosalie 
Johnson of Prior Lake at 
0: 54. She followed with a 
19-0 tech fall over Peyton 
Walberg of Annandale/
Maple Lake, then pinned 
Trinity Kurzenberger of 
United North Central at 
��1� in her final match.

Monday, the Hornets 
lost in a triangular meet 
to Albany (42-36) and to 
Pierz (65-3).

Big Lake won six 
weight classes against Al-
bany.

At 1 0 7 , Lucas Hem-
mesch won by forfeit. At 
121 , Elijah Schaller pinned 
Colton Carlson at 1: 00. 
At 1 3 3 , Jaylen Rand won 

Busy Week 
for BL 

Wrestlers

by forfeit. At 1 3 9 , Dono-
van Donner pinned Nathan 
Pronk at 1: 48. At 1 4 5 , Aven 
McLearen, pinned Blair 
Iverson at 4: 33. At 2 1 5 , 
Austin Frederickson won 
by forfeit. Frederickson had 
the only win for Big Lake 
against Pierz, a 3-2 decision 
over Brad Tanner.

The Hornets wrestled 
at Princeton Thursday and 
ROCORI Friday, results 
next week.

By Maria Moore, 
Contributing Writer

The Becker/ Big Lake 
Eagles hockey team hosted 
rival Cambridge-Isanti 
Bluejackets January 27 at 
the Princeton Ice Arena and 
came away disappointed. 

The first goal of the 
game was scored by the 
Bluejackets after they put 
pressure on the Eagles in 
the first period. 

The Eagles then went 
further in the hole in the 
second period with the 
Bluejackets scoring another 
goal to make it 2-0. How-
ever, things improved for 
the home team late in the 
second period with senior 
forward Tate Spilde scor-
ing an even strength goal to 
make it 2-1. 

The Bluejackets came 
out of the break with a ven-
geance and scored imme-
diately in the third period 
which brought their lead 
back up by two. 

The Eagles didn’t back 
down and added the pres-
sure when senior Tanner 

Felton scored to make it 
3-2 with assists from se-
nior Hayden Kipka and 
sophomore Owen Z ahler. 
Soon after, Spilde tied the 
game at three with another 
goal and assists from senior 
Ethan G rafnitz and Z ahler. 

The contest ended 
in the tie, with the game 
going into overtime. Un-
fortunately, the Bluejack-
ets snuck a goal past junior 
goaltender Elliot G rafnitz 
to capture the win. 

The Eagles’ conference 

record is 4-5 and overall 
they are 8-11. 

R ecap s
Other game recaps in-

clude an Eagles trouncing  
over Princeton Tigers, 8-0 
followed by a loss to Sauk 
Rapids/ Rice 1-3. Another 
loss for the Eagles occurred 
against Bagley/ Fosston by 
a score of 2-6.

THE BECKER/BIG LAKE EAGLES huddle up before the game 
against Cambridge-Isanti Bluejackets.. (Submitted Photo).

Eagles lose to Bluejackets in OT
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Public Notices
SH E R B U R N E  CO U N TY  N O TI CE  O F  

TA X  - F O R F E I TE D  LA N D
I N I TI A L P U B LI C SA LE

     NOTICE IS HERBY  G IV EN the parcels of land described 
herein shall be sold to the highest bidder at a public sale in accor-
dance with M.S. Chapter 282 for no less than the estimated market 
value, as determined by the most recent assessment.  Any properties 
that do not sell will be offered on a subsequent public sale.  The 
minimum bid price for the subsequent sale will be the sum of all 
delinquent taxes, special assessments, penalties, interest, and costs 
assigned to the parcel.  The Subsequent Action Minimum bid is sub-
ject to change due to ongoing interest, penalties and costs.

  The County Auditor shall conduct the initial sale via online 
auction through Public Surplus starting on February 11, 2026, and 
closing on March 12, 2026, at 10: 00am. The property listings will be 
available to preview on the Public Surplus website. The subsequent 
sale for unsold properties will start March 16th, 2026, and close 
March 31, 2026, at 10am.

All property is sold “as is” and may not conform to local build-
ing and zoning ordinances. Sherburne County makes no warranty 
that the land is “buildable”.

ALL SALES ARE FINAL. NO REFUNDS OR EX CHANG ES 
ARE PERMITTED.

Contact the Sherburne County Property Tax office located at 
13880 Business Center Dr. NW, Elk River, MN 55330 for a complete 
list of terms and conditions.  Information can also be obtained on 
our website www.co.sherburne.mn.us, on the Public Surplus property 
listing or by calling 763-765-4361.
January 10, 2026
/ s/  Loraine Rupp
Sherburne County, Auditor- Treasurer
(Published in the Patriot:  01/ 17/ 26, 01/ 24/ 26, 01/ 31/ 26, 02/ 07/ 26.)

Office of the Minnesota 
Secretary of State

Certificate of Assumed Name
Minnesota Statutes, 

Chapter 333
The filing of an assumed 

name does not provide a user with 
exclusive rights to that name. The 
filing is required for consumer 
protection in order to enable cus-
tomers to be able to identify the 
true owner of a business.
ASSUMED NAME: ORGANIC 
PRAIRIE PROVISIONS
PRINCIPAL PLACE OF BUSI-
NESS: 12925 PROSPERITY 
AVE BECKER MN 55308 USA
NAMEHOLDER(S):
Name: TH Cattle Company, 
LLC
Address: 12925 PROSPERITY 
AVE BECKER MN 55308 USA

If you submit an attachment, 
it will be incorporated into this 
document. If the attachment con-
flicts with the information specif-
ically set forth in this document, 
this document supersedes the data 
referenced in the attachment.

By typing my name, I, the 
undersigned, certify that I am 
signing this document as the per-
son whose signature is required, 
or as agent of the person(s) whose 
signature would be required who 
has authorized me to sign this 
document on his/her behalf, or in 
both capacities. I further certify 
that I have completed all required 
fields, and that the information in 
this document is true and correct 
and in compliance with the appli-
cable chapter of Minnesota Stat-
utes. I understand that by signing 
this document I am subject to the 
penalties of perjury as set forth in 
Section 609.48 as if I had signed 
this document under oath.
SIGNED BY: David J. Zubke
MAILING ADDRESS:
None Provided
EMAIL FOR OFFICIAL 
NOTICES: 
brobins@lifetimegrazed.com
Work Item: 1624000000029
Original File Number: 
1624000000029
STATE OF MINNESOTA
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 
OF STATE
FILED
01/26/2026 11:59 PM
/s/ Steve Simon
Secretary of State
(Published in the Patriot: 
01/31/26, 02/07/26).
___________________________

Office of the Minnesota 
Secretary of State

Certificate of Assumed Name
Minnesota Statutes, 

Chapter 333
The filing of an assumed 

name does not provide a user with 
exclusive rights to that name. The 
filing is required for consumer 
protection in order to enable cus-
tomers to be able to identify the 
true owner of a business.

ASSUMED NAME: 
O’Briens Bar & Grill
PRINCIPAL PLACE OF BUSI-
NESS: 2120 165th Ave, Santiago 
MN 55377 USA
NAMEHOLDER(S):
Name: 
P&R O’Brien Enterprises Inc.
Address: 2092 173rd Ave, 
Princeton MN 55371 USA.

I, the undersigned, certify 
that I am signing this document 
as the person whose signature is 
required, or as agent of the per-
son(s) whose signature would 
be required who has authorized 
me to sign this document on his/
her behalf, or in both capacities. 
I further certify that I have com-
pleted all required fields, and that 
the information in this document 
is true and correct and in compli-
ance with the applicable chapter 
of Minnesota Statutes. I under-
stand that by signing this docu-
ment I am subject to the penalties 
of perjury as set forth in Section 
609.48 as if I had signed this doc-
ument under oath.
SIGNED BY: Patrick O’Brien
MAILING ADDRESS:
None Provided
EMAIL FOR OFFICIAL 
NOTICES: 
smokeyjoes@myyahoo.com
Work Item: 1618200800033
Original File Number: 
1618200800033
STATE OF MINNESOTA
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 
OF STATE
FILED
1/15/2026 11:59 PM
/s/ Steve Simon
Secretary of State
(Published in the Patriot: 
02/07/26, 02/14/26).
___________________________

Sherb u rne Cou nty B oard  of  
Com m issioners

Jan u ary 20, 2026 -  Cou nty 
B oard  W orkshop  Minu tes

The B oard  Chair op ened  the 
Cou nty B oard  W orkshop  Meet-
ing.
Continue Discussion of County 
Policy G overning Board of Com-
missioners’ Operating Rules.
Discussed the County policy gov-
erning Board of Commissioners’ 
operating rules. 
Discussion Regarding U.S. Immi-
gration and Customs Enforcement 
activities in Sherburne County.
Discussed U.S. Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement activities 
in Sherburne County.
The B oard  Chair ad j ou rned  
the Cou nty  B oard  W orkshop  
Meeting.
/ s/  Raeanne Danielowski, 
Board Chairperson
/ s/  Bruce Messelt, 
County Administrator
(Published in the Patriot
02/ 07/ 26).
_________________________

CI TY  O F  B I G  LA K E
N O TI CE  O F  P U B LI C H E A R I N G

NOTICE IS HEREBY  G IV EN that a public hearing will be held 
before the Big Lake City Council on Wednesday, February 18, 2026, 
at approximately 6: 30 p.m. in the Big Lake City Council Chambers. 
The purpose of this public hearing is to consider street and utility 
improvements identified as the 2026 Street and Utility Improvement 
Project No. ST2026-1. Improvements include grading, drainage, 
storm sewer, watermain, sanitary sewer, curbing, turn lanes, side-
walk, trail, lighting system, reclaiming, shouldering, bituminous 
pavement, pavement markings and miscellaneous work. The im-
provements are located on:

172nd Street – U S 10 to Prairie Drive;
Minnesota Avenue –  300 feet west of County Road 43 to 
County Road 43;
Minnesota Avenue – County Road 43 to 180th Street;  and
Minnesota Avenue – 176t h Street to 177th Street.

The area to be assessed for such improvements consists of all abut-
ting properties. The estimated total cost of this improvement is 
$1 ,960,000. A reasonable estimate of the impacts of the assessment 
will be available at the hearing. All those interested are encouraged 
to attend and comment.
/ s/  G ina Wolbeck, City Clerk
City of Big Lake 
(Published in the Patriot:  01/ 31/ 26, 02/ 07/ 26.)

A ME N D ME N T TO  TH E  SH E R B U R N E  CO U N TY  
Z O N I N G  O R D I N A N CE  

O R D  N O  - 291 
The Sherburne County Board of Commissioners adopted ORD 

NO 291 by amending the Sherburne County Z oning Ordinance as it 
relates to Solar Farm Prohibition including amendments to:

Section 16.2 (Interim Use Permits), Subd 5.22 (Conditions-Solar 
Farm) A (A Solar Farm shall be prohibited in the following areas) to 
remove, Baldwin Township: areas within ½ mile of TH 169 and add 
Big Lake Township…except for those parcels that have an existing 
Solar Farm constructed prior to October 1, 2025 or share a bound-
ary line with a parcel that has an existing Solar Farm constructed 
prior to October 1, 2025.

This provision was passed by the Sherburne County Board of 
Commissioners on the 20th day of

January, 2026. A complete copy of this Z oning Ordinance 
Amendment is available for viewing at the Sherburne County Plan-
ning and Z oning Office, 13880 Business Center Drive, Elk River, 
Mn, and is duly filed with the Sherburne County Auditor upon the 
publication of its enactment.
/ s/  Raeanne Danielowsi, County Board Chairperson
ATTEST:
/ s/  Bruce Messelt, County Administrator
(Published in the Patriot:  02/ 07/ 26.)

A ME N D ME N T TO  TH E  SH E R B U R N E  CO U N TY  
Z O N I N G  O R D I N A N CE  

O R D  N O  –288 
The Sherburne County Board of Commissioners adopted ORD 

NO 288 By amending the Sherburne County Z oning Ordinance as 
it relates to Wrecker &  Towing Service including amendments to:

Section 5 (Definitions and Rules of Language Construction) 
Subd 2 (Definitions) to add a definition of Wrecker and Towing Ser-
vice.

Section 11 (Industrial District) Subd 4 (Interim Uses) to add 
Wrecker and Towing Services.

Section 16.2 (Interim Use Permits) Subd 4 (List of Interim Uses) 
Sub5 (Conditions) to add Wrecker and Towing Services.

This provision was passed by the Sherburne County Board of 
Commissioners on the 20th day of

January, 2026. A complete copy of this Z oning Ordinance 
Amendment is available for viewing at the Sherburne County Plan-
ning and Z oning Office, 13880 Business Center Drive, Elk River, 
Mn, and is duly filed with the Sherburne County Auditor upon the 
publication of its enactment.
/ s/  Raeanne Danielowsi, County Board Chairperson
ATTEST:
/ s/  Bruce Messelt, County Administrator
(Published in the Patriot:  02/ 07/ 26.)

N O TI CE  O F  P U B LI C H E A R I N G
The Sherburne County P LA N N I N G  A D VI SO R Y  CO MMI S-

SI O N  will meet at 6: 00 P .M. F eb ru ary 19, 2026  at the Sherburne 
County G overnment Center, 13880 Business Center Drive, Elk River, 
Minnesota to hold a public hearing for all unincorporated areas of 
Sherburne County in which the County has zoning and land use au-
thority, to consider the following application(s) and other planning 
and zoning related topics.

Chris G ray ( P rop erty O w ner R aym ond  &  D ianna Morten-
son) :  Request Residential Preliminary and Final Simple Plat of 
“WAG ON TRAIL WOODS” consisting of (3) lots. PID # 40-00012-
1000. Legal Desc:  NE 1-4 Ex N 210 ft (full legal on file). Sec 12, 
Twp 35, Rge 29.  Palmer Township.  159.43 acres in the Agricultural 
District and within the Unclassified Shoreland District of Unnamed 
Lake 71-117W.

D r. A shl ey A nd erson N okk:  R eq u esting to A m end  the Sher-
b u rne Cou nty  Z oning O rd inance:  Sec 7, Subd 4, Sec 8, Subd 4, 
Sec 10, Subd 4 and Sec 16.2, Subd 4 to add V eterinary Clinic as an 
Interim Use. 

Lu ke G il d em eister- U S Sol ar ( P rop erty  O w ner Minnesota 
Mu nicip al  P ow er A gency ) :  Requesting to Amend the Compre-
hensive Land-Use Map from Rural Residential to Energy Produc-
tion-Private Solar Field. PID #  10-00113-1300. Legal Desc:  SW ¼  
of NE ¼  (full legal on file). Sec 13, Twp 33, Rge 27.  Big Lake 
Township.  38.87 acres in the G eneral Rural District.

Lu ke G il d em eister- U S Sol ar ( P rop erty  O w ner Minnesota 
Mu nicip al  P ow er A gency ) :  Requesting an Interim Use Permit for 
Solar Farm. PID # 10-00113-1300. Legal Desc:  SW ¼ of NE ¼ (full 
legal on file). Sec 13, Twp 33, Rge 27.  Big Lake Township.  38.87 
acres in the G eneral Rural District.

The applications may be viewed at https://www.co.sherburne.
mn.us/394/Planning-Advisory-Board or by scanning the Q R code 
shown below.  Public Hearing items will be available one week prior 
to the meeting.

The hearing of these requests is not limited to those receiving 
copies of this notice, and if you know of any neighbor or affected 
property owner who for any reason has not received a copy, it would 
be appreciated if you would inform them of this hearing.  Recom-
mendations made by the Sherburne County Planning Advisory Board 
may be subject to further action by the Township of Livonia or the 
Township of Big Lake, and the Sherburne County Board of Com-
missioners.

Recommendations that are forwarded to the County Board from 
this public hearing are anticipated to be heard at a County Board of 
Commissioners Meeting on March 17, 2026 at 9: 00am, in the County 
Board Room located at the Sherburne County G overnment Center. 
/ s/  Lynn Waytashek, Z oning Administrator 
(Published in the Patriot:  02/ 07/ 26.)

N O TI CE  O F  P U B LI C H E A R I N G
The Sherburne County Board of Adjustment will hold a Special 
Board of Adjustment Meeting at 5: 00 P .M. on F eb ru ary 19, 2026  at 
the Sherburne County G overnment Center, 13880 Business Center 
Drive, Elk River, Minnesota to consider the following applications.  
A hearing will not begin before the time set. 

E LE CTI O N  O F  O F F I CE R S F O R  2 0 2 6 :  Chairp erson,  
Vice- Chairp erson and  Secretary .   

R U SSE LL &  MI CH E LE  H A B LE :  Requesting a 5’ variance in 
setback from the side property line for a septic system upgrade.  Re-
quired setback from the side property line is 10’.  Address:   5228 
114th Ave SE, Clear Lake, Mn  Legal:  Hi-Lo Park S1/ 2 of Lot 4 &  
All of Lot 5  Sec 27, Twp 35, Rge 29  .42 Acres  Palmer Township  
Agricultural District and within the Recreational Development Lake-
shore District of Rush Lake.

LU K E  G I LD E ME I STE R :  (Property Owner:  Minnesota Municipal 
Power Agency) Requesting a variance to Section 16.2, Subdivision 
5: 22 (Solar Farm) C.9 (Screening) which states “V egetative screening 
such as coniferous trees a minimum of 6’ in height or an alternative 
approved by the Z oning Administrator shall be installed around the 
perimeter of the solar farm at the time the solar farm is installed”.  US 
Solar and MMPA are requesting a variance from Sherburne County’s 
requirement for full perimeter tree screening around its proposed 
solar farm.  The variance applies to the proposed northern and south-
ern fence lines of the solar farm.  The project parcel already features 
significant tree growth on the north and south boundaries that provide 
an effective visual buffer.  The variance seeks approval to rely on this 
existing vegetation, rather than planting redundant screening on those 
sides.  Legal:   SW ¼ of NE ¼ . . . (full legal on file) Sec 13, Twp 33, 
Rge 27  38.87 Acres  Big Lake Township  G eneral Rural District.   
Board Member Roger Johnson will be attending the meeting re-
motely. 

The above hearings are open to you and any interested person, in 
opposition to or support of the request.  The hearing of this request is 
not limited to those receiving copies of this notice, and if you know 
of any neighbor or affected property owner who for any reason has 
not received a copy, it would be appreciated if you would inform 
them of this hearing.
/ s/  Lynn Waytashek, Z oning Administrator 
(Published in the Patriot:  02/ 07/ 26.)

Sherb u rne Cou nty
W A R R A N TS F O R  P U B LI CA TI O N

W arrants A p p rove d  O n 1/ 09/ 2026 F or P aym ent 1/ 09/ 2026
Vend or N am e   A m ou nt
Adolfson &  Peterson Construction 3,100.00
Amanda B Powers Psy D LP PLLC 2,000.00
Association of Minnesota Counties (AMC) 5,774.00
AT &  T Mobility    29,587.23
Bureau Of Criminal Apprehension 4,870.00
Chelsea Martin &  Marks Sewer Service Inc 21,125.00
El-Jay Plumbing &  Heating, Inc.   126,340.00
Fidelity Security Life Insurance Company 3,926.88
G irard’s Business Solutions, Inc   2,653.00
Keefe Supply Company   6,868.92
Law Enforcement Labor Service   5,439.58
Marco     6,810.00
Maxima Supply-V istar   2,210.80
MCIT     2,790.00
Medica     1,061,725.28
Minnesota Department Of Corrections 9,300.00
Minnesota Inter-County Association (MICA 26,274.00
Mn Public Employees Assoc (MNPEA) 7,824.00
Minnesota Sheriffs’ Association   9,461.12
New Look Contracting Inc   232,497.60
RTV ision, Inc    3,200.00
Streicher’s Inc    6,904.00
Teamsters Local 320    7,926.22
TimeClock Plus, LLC   2,066.59
Trinity Services G roup Inc   136,398.60
Tyler Investigative Services   2,623.84
Washington County Accounting &  Finance 48,978.00
Windstream    4,354.84
50 Payments less than 2000   17,498.08
F inal  Total :     1,800,527.58
(Published in the Patriot 02/07/26)

Sherb u rne Cou nty
W A R R A N TS F O R  P U B LI CA TI O N

W arrants A p p rove d  O n 12/ 31/ 2025 F or P aym ent 12/ 31/ 2025
Vend or N am e   A m ou nt
CenturyLink dba Lumen Tech. G roup ` 26,232.04
Deano’s Collision Specialists Inc 6,789.47
Keefe Supply Company   7,914.66
Sherburne Soil and Water Conservation 37,569.50
US Bank V oyager Fleet Systems   7,030.77
25 Payments less than 2000   20,391.54
F inal  Total :     105,927.98
(Published in the Patriot 02/07/26)

Sherb u rne Cou nty
W A R R A N TS F O R  P U B LI CA TI O N

W arrants A p p rove d  F or P aym ent 1/ 05/ 2026
Vend or N am e   A m ou nt
State Of Minnesota    3,139.50
State Of Minnesota    3,386.50
State Of Minnesota    2,243.00
State Of Minnesota    4,022.00
State Of Minnesota    3,260.50
F inal  Total :    16,051.50
(Published in the Patriot 02/07/26)

Sherb u rne Cou nty
W A R R A N TS F O R  P U B LI CA TI O N

W arrants A p p rove d  O n 1/ 02/ 2026 F or P aym ent 1/ 02/ 2026
Vend or N am e   A m ou nt
Association of Minnesota Counties (AMC) 44,366.00
Carol Schraut &  Steve’s Excavating, Inc 29,000.00
Ciresi Conlin LLP    47,375.60
Damon Farber Associates   11,917.70
East Central Regional Juvenile Center 11,398.00
El-Jay Plumbing &  Heating, Inc.   9,508.00
Elk River Municipal Utilities   17,246.78
Emma &  MacDonald Y anquoi &  CenterPoint 5,454.00
G reater St Cloud Development Corp 7,500.00
G roup Health Non-Patient A-R   29,613.35
Joe Mendyka, LLC    20,000.00
Lexipol LLC    30,000.00
Mansfield Oil Co of G ainsville Inc 43,408.23
Nagell Appraisal &  Consulting   7,200.00
Nintex USA Inc    26,377.00
Snap-on Industrial    3,517.13
Trees &  Me LLC    3,650.00
Waite/ Jason W    9,551.10
WSB LLC    57,877.75
47 Payments less than 2000   18,777.74
F inal  Total :     433,738.38
(Published in the Patriot 02/07/26)

Sherb u rne Cou nty
W A R R A N TS F O R  P U B LI CA TI O N

W arrants A p p rove d  F or P aym ent 12/ 29/ 2025
Vend or N am e   A m ou nt
State Of Minnesota    2,765.50
State Of Minnesota    3,260.00
1 Payments less than 2000   1,966.50
F inal  Total :    7,992.00
(Published in the Patriot 02/07/26)

Sherb u rne Cou nty
W A R R A N TS F O R  P U B LI CA TI O N

W arrants A p p rove d  F or P aym ent 1/ 02/ 2026
Vend or N am e   A m ou nt
State Of Minnesota    2,300.50
F inal  Total :    2,300.50
(Published in the Patriot 02/07/26)

CW LIBRARY
from page 1

way,” said FOL and com-
mittee member Cyrene 
Bastian. 

Bastian was the Clear-
water /ibrary’s first librar-
ian, serving in that role for 
19 years before retiring. 

“Chapter 2 Bookstore 
is a great place to get books 
that are in good shape.”

To get things kicked 
off and help with the book-
store’s renewal, the FOL 
will be holding a used 
book sale February 11 –  
14 during the library’s 
open hours. FOL members 
will be available to talk 
about the bookstore and 
the Clearwater Friends of 
the Library group, which 
is always looking for new 
members.

Sales from Chapter 2 
%ookstore benefit the local 
community. Through them, 
the FOL is able to provide 
support for things such as 
the children’s summer read-
ing program and the winter 
reading program, which is 
being held currently.

Revitalization on 
Chapter 2 Bookstore has 
just begun. Work on it, and 
more book sales, will be 
held throughout the year.

the school year, adding 
another three students to 
online classes;  however, 
a shortfall of five remains 
for the year. Manuel was 
optimistic, stating that she 
anticipates enrollment will 
continue to rise. As of Jan-
uary 5, the seated Average 
Daily Membership, the 
metric for enrollment, was 
at 3,039.

Cost O ve rru ns
The Indoor Air Q ual-

ity Project has exceeded its 
projected cost estimate by a 
little over $ 1 million. Direc-
tor of Buildings &  G rounds 
TJ Z erwas explained that 
several factors contributed 
to the overage:  replacement 
of lights, piping, and more 
expensive parts and materi-
als that will be more dura-
ble and longer lasting. 

D onations
Big Lake Spud Fest 

continues to be a strong sup-
porter of Big Lake Schools, 
having donated $43,000 for 
field trip expenditures and 
another $ 3,000 in NWTA 
Scholarships. 

BL SCHOOLS
from page 1
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Classifieds
A U TO MO B I LE S
G O T A N  U N W A N TE D  CA R ? ? ?  D O -
N A TE  I T TO  P A TR I O TI C H E A R TS.
Fast free pick up. Patriotic Hearts’ programs 
help veterans find work or start their own 
business. Call 24/ 7:  1-833-485-1046. (mcn)

G et a b reak on y ou r tax es!  Donate your car, 
truck, or SUV  to assist the blind and visually 
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost vehicle 
pickup and secure a generous tax credit for 
2025. Call Heritage for the Blind Today at 
1-855-977-7030 today! (mcn)

D onate y ou r car,  tru ck,  b oat,  R V and  
m ore to su p p ort ou r v eterans!  Schedule 
a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup and receive 
a top tax deduction! Call V eteran Car Dona-
tions at 1-888-429-2331 today! (mcn)

CA B LE / I N TE R N E T
A F F O R D A B LE  TV &  I N TE R N E T. If 
you are overpaying for your service, call now 
for a free quote and see how much you can 
save! 1-833-472-7954. (mcn)

D I R E CTV-  A l l  y ou r entertainm ent. N oth-
ing on y ou r roof !  Sign up for Directv and get 
your first three months of Max, Paramount+ , 
Showtime, Starz, MG M+  and Cinemax in-
cluded. Choice package $ 84.99/ mo. Some 
restrictions apply. Call DIRECTV  1-866-
296-1409. (mcn)

E MP LO Y ME N T/ H E LP  W A N TE D
R I CH LA N D  F A MI LY  D E N TA L is 
seeking a hygienist in Richland Center, WI. 
Competitive salary, benefits and flexible 
work environment. Send your resume to 
info@ richlandfamilydds.com or call 608-
647-8868. (mcn)

F I N A N CI A L
I nf l ation is at 4 0  y ear highs. Interest rates 
are way up. Credit Cards. Medical Bills. Car 
Loans. Do you have $ 10k or more in debt?  
Call NATIONAL DEBT RELIEF and find 
out how to pay off your debt for significantly 
less than what you owe! FREE quote:  Call 
1-866-552-0649. (mcn)

H E A LTH  &  ME D I CA L
D E N TA L I N SU R A N CE  from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage for 
400 plus procedures. Real dental insurance - 
NOT just a discount plan. Do not wait! Call 
now! G et your FREE Dental Information Kit 
with all the details! 1-855-973-9175 www.
dental50plus.com/ midwest # 6258 (mcn)

P O R TA B LE  O X Y G E N  CO N CE N TR A -

TO R  May Be Covered by Medicare! Re-
claim independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free information kit! Call 844-
716-2411. (mcn)

STO P  O VE R P A Y I N G  F O R  H E A LTH  
I N SU R A N CE !  A recent study shows that a 
majority of people struggle to pay for health 
coverage. Let us show you how much you 
can save. Call Now for a no-obligation quote:  
1-888-772-8454. Y ou will need to have your 
zip code to connect to the right provider. 
(mcn)

A TTE N TI O N  O X Y G E N  TH E R A P Y  
U SE R S!  Discover Oxygen Therapy That 
Moves with Y ou with Inogen Portable Ox-
ygen Concentrators. FREE information kit. 
Call 1-833-650-5916. (mcn)

H O ME  SE R VI CE S
D on’ t P ay  F or Cov ered  H om e R ep airs 
A gain!  Our home warranty covers ALL 
MAJOR SY STEMS AND APPLIANCES. 
We stand by our service and if we can’t fix 
it, we’ll replace it! Pick the plan that fits your 
budget! Call:  1-833-816-2128. (mcn)

W A TE R  &  F I R E  D A MA G E  R E STO -
R A TI O N . Our trusted professionals will 
restore your home to protect your family and 
your home’s value! Call 24/ 7:  1-833-879-
1480. Mold Remediation services are also 
available! (mcn)

J A CU Z Z I  B A TH  R E MO D E L can install 
a new, custom bath or shower in as little as 
one day. For a limited time, waiving ALL 
installation costs! (Additional terms apply. 
Subject to change and vary by dealer. (Offer 
ends 12/ 27/ 26.) Call 1-855-414-0768 (mcn)

MI SCE LLA N E O U S
R each ov er 1 .4  m il l ion hom es f or j u st 
$ 2 4 9 !  Advertise your business or item with a 
classified ad in the Midwest Free Community 
Papers. Simple, cost-effective, and powerful. 
One call, and you’re done! Boost your visi-
bility now! 888-899-6327. (mcn)

N E E D  N E W  F LO O R I N G ?  Call today to 
schedule a FREE in-home estimate on Car-
peting &  Flooring. Call Today! 1-833-641-
6323. (mcn)

I N J U R E D  I N  A N  A CCI D E N T?  Don’t 
Accept the insurance company’s first offer. 
Many injured parties are entitled to cash set-
tlements in the $ 1000’s. G et a free evaluation 
to see what your case is really worth. 100%  

Free Evaluation. Call Now:  1-833-879-1534. 
(mcn)

P rep are f or p ow er ou tages tod ay  w ith a 
G enerac H om e Stand b y  G enerator. Act 
now to receive a FREE 5-Y ear warranty with 
qualifying purchase. Call 1-877-228-5789 
today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just a 
generator. It’s a power move. (mcn)

TH E  B A TH R O O M O F  Y O U R  
D R E A MS in as little as 1 day. Limited Time 
Offer - $ 1000 off or No Payments and No 
Interest for 18 months for customers who 
qualify. BCI Bath &  Shower. Many options 
available. Q uality materials &  professional 
installation. Senior &  Military Discounts 
Available. Call Today! 1-833-618-1178. 
(mcn)

R ep l ace y ou r roof  w ith the b est l ooking 
and  l ongest l asting m aterial  steel  f rom  
E rie Metal  R oof s!  Three styles and mul-
tiple colors available. G uaranteed to last a 
lifetime! Limited Time Offer- up to 50%  off 
installation +  Additional 10%  off install (for 
military, health workers &  1st responders.) 
Call Erie Metal Roofs:  1-844-907-2386. 
(mcn)

N O  MO R E  CLE A N I N G  ou t gu tters.
G uaranteed! LeafFilter is backed by a no-
clog guarantee and lifetime transferrable 
warranty. Call today 1-855-577-1268 to 
schedule a FREE inspection and no obliga-
tion estimate. G et 15%  off your entire order. 
Plus, Military &  Seniors get an additional 
10%  off. Limited time only. Restrictions 
apply, see representative for warranty and 
offer details. (mcn)

R E A L E STA TE
W E  B U Y  H O U SE S f or Cash A S- I S!  No 
repairs. No fuss. Any condition. Easy pro-
cess:  Call, get cash offer and get paid. Call 
today for your fair cash offer:  1-888-715-
0513. (mcn)

W A N T TO  B U Y
CA SH  P A I D  F O R  H I G H - E N D  ME N ’ S 
SP O R T W A TCH E S!  Rolex, Breitling, 
Omega, Patek Philippe, Heuer, Daytona, 
G MT, Submariner and Speedmaster. Call 
1-833-641-6646. (mcn)

W E  B U Y  VI N TA G E  G U I TA R S!  Look-
ing for 1920-1980 G ibson, Martin, Fender, 
G retsch, Epiphone, G uild, Mosrite, Ricken-
backer, Prairie State, D’Angelico, Stromberg. 
And G ibson Mandolins /  Banjos. 1-833-641-
7028. (mcn)

Minnesota Newspaper Association Classifieds

                                     Week of February 8, 2026             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

        
MISCELLANEOUS

WANTED TO BUY

HELP WANTED MISCELLANEOUS
MDA HIRING FOREST PEST

 (SPONGY MOTH) SURVEYORS 
The Minnesota Department of Ag-
riculture is hiring temp. intermittent 
Surveyors (Ag Technicians) for 
the 2026 Spongy Moth Trapping 
Survey season. $20.51/hr. + mileage 
reimbursement. View job post (Job 
I.D. 91599) & apply online through 
March 2nd: https://mn.gov/mmb/careers. 
MDA is an equal opportunity employer 
& provider. Questions: 651/201-6692
or natasha.northrop@state.mn.us

 WE BUY HOUSES 
for cash AS IS! No repairs. No fuss. 
Any condition. Easy three step 
process: Call, get cash off er and get 
paid. Get your fair cash off er today by 
calling Liz Buys Houses: 844/978-0683

GET A BREAK ON YOUR TAXES!
Donate your car, truck, or SUV to 
assist the blind and visually 
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost 
vehicle pickup and secure a generous 
tax credit for 2025. Call Heritage for 
the Blind Today at 844/220-9501 today! 

SATELLITE TV + INTERNET!
Get Dish! Free install, free HD-DVR 
upgrade, 80,000 on-demand movies,
plus limited time up to $600 
In gift cards. Call today! 855/562-4309

DON’T LET THE STAIRS 
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY!

Discover the ideal solution for anyone
who struggles on the stairs, is con-
cerned about a fall or wants to 
regain access to their entire home. 
Call AmeriGlide today! 866/852-5506

SAFE STEP
North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. 
Comprehensive lifetime warranty.
Top-of-the-line installation and ser-
vice. Now featuring our FREE shower
package and $1,600 off  for a 
limited time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 833/966-3882

CHOOSE EARTHLINK FIBER 
Internet for speeds up to 5 Gigs, no data 
caps, no throttling. Prices starting at 
$54.95. Plus, a $100 gift card when you 
make the switch. Call 844/453-6983 

Advertise here statewide 
in 200+ newspapers for 

only $279 per week! 
Call 612-332-8844

To place your ad, call 763.275.0275 or stop by our office at 
14054 Bank Street, Becker • Website: www.patriotnewsmn.com

MURPHY
CHEVROLET

N e w  &  U s e d  C a r s  &  T r u c k s
(320) 968-6239

www.murphychevrolet.com

Larry’s Auto 
320-558-2245  • 320-248-6380

ALSO BUYING JUNK CARS 
& PICK UPS

1,200 CARS & PICK UPS FOR PARTS

AutomotiveAnnouncements
Becker Area Senior 

Center (BASC)
O p en Mon. -  F ri. 5 am - 5 p m . 
B ecker Com m u nity  Center:  

7 6 3 - 2 0 0 - 4 2 7 1 . Planning meeting 
3rd Wed. @  1pm. 

Becker American 
Legion Auxiliary

Auxiliary meetings from November to 
February are suspended.  We will meet 
again in March of 2025. Contacts are 
Paula Hinds 763.691.4405 cell and 

Nellie Simpson 763.482.0619.

Becker American 
Legion Post 193

Becker Legion meets the second 
Tues. of every month at 7pm at 
Becker Legion (old fire hall.)

Becker AA Meeting
Becker Group of Alcoholics 

Anonymous meets Thurs., 8pm at 
Mary of the Visitation, 12100 Sherburne 
Ave, Becker. (320) 247-4732 or email 

beckeraagroupmn@gmail.com

Becker Lions Club
Meetings are held the second 
Mon. each month at 7pm at 
Becker City Park’s Shelter.

Becker Sons of the American 
Legion Squadron 193

Meets the third Tues. of each month at 
7 pm at Becker Legion (old fire hall). 

Looking for new members. 
Andrew Lee (763) 482-9177.

Becker Beyond the Yellow 
Ribbon Meeting

The monthly meetings are held 
6 pm the third Thurs. of the 
month at Becker City Hall. 

(320) 980-2752 or see the state website 
at www.beyondtheyellow ribbon.org.

Big Lake Senior Center
The Big Lake Senior Club meets 
Tues., 1-4pm, Big Lake City Hall, 

160 Lake St. North. 
F or m ore inf orm ation,  cal l :  

7 6 3 - 3 0 9 - 1 0 1 0  or 6 1 2 - 2 1 9 - 1 6 1 4 . 

Big Lake American 
Legion Post #147

0eets the first 7hurs. of the month 
@ 7 pm. Tribune Building, 29 Lake St. 

Big Lake OPEN AA Meetings
Mon., 7pm at Saron Lutheran 

Church, Big Lake. Big Book Study, 
Handicap Accessible. Questions? 

Contact: Rob, (763) 218-5328.

The Big Lake American 
Legion Auxiliary 

0eets the first 7ues. 0ar.-'ec.  
at 6:30pm. Tribune Building, 

29 Lake St. Kathy at 
(763) 263-6093 for information.

Big Lake Beyond 
the Yellow Ribbon

The Big Lake Beyond the Yellow 
Ribbon meets at 6:30 pm on the third 
Mon., of each month in the Community 
Room adjacent to the Big Lake Police 

'ept. & the Big Lake Librar\.

Big Lake Community 
Food Shelf 

The Big Lake Community Food 
Shelf hours of service are Mon. 

& 7hurs. 5:30-7:30pm & 
Wed. 9-11am. www.blcfs.org.

The Big Lake Lions 
Looking for community minded 
people to join our organization. 

If interested send a note to 
P.O. Box 128, Big Lake, MN 55309 

or (763) 263-2218.

Big Lake Women of Today
Hold a monthly general meeting at 

Senior Activity Center located in the 
Big Lake Cit\ Office Building on the 

3rd Thurs. of the month @ 7pm. 
www.biglakewomenoftoday.webs.com.

Clear Lake Legion
Meets the second Tues. of the month 
at 4180 105th Ave., Clear Lake. The 
Legion will meet at 7:30 p.m. New 

members are always welcome. 
Bud Stimmler at (320) 761-5793.

Clear Lake Lions
0eets the first & third 7ues. of the 
month at Palmer Twp. Hall at 7 p.m. 
New members are always welcome. 

www.clearlakelionsmn.org.

Clearwater American 
Legion Post 323 & Auxiliary

Meets the second Thurs. of the month. 
Auxiliary 6:30 p.m., S.A.L. at 7 p.m., 

Legion at 7:30 p.m. at 
Clearwater Legion, Clearwater.

Clearwater/Clear Lake 
Food Shelf

Open Mon. 5:30-7 p.m., Tues., 9-11 
a.m. & 6-� p.m., Wed., 3-5 p.m. in 
the brown Lions Community Building 
beneath the water tower in Clearwater. 

Servicing residents of 
Clearwater and Clear Lake.

Clearwater Lions Club
Meets second Tues, of the month at 

8 p.m. Clearwater Pavilion. 
www.clearwaterlionsmn.com

Snake River Free Church
Hymn Sing, Sun., Feb. 8, 4:30 p.m. 
5 mi. N of Hwy. 10 on Co. Rd. 11, 
1.5 mi. E on Co. Rd. 5, 3/4 mi. N 

on 180th St. (8940 180th Ave. SE). 
For more info, email 

ericksonfunnyfarm123@gmail.com

Rejoice Lutheran 
Rejoice Lutheran Young at Heart, 

Clearwater for ages 55+ held the 
3rd Thursday each month at 10:30 am. 

320-558-6851.

Knights of Columbus 
130th Year Festival Sunday, July 13 

in 'uelm. Open at 11 a.m.

220 USED CARS to choose 
from. We also BUY used cars. 
Guaranteed Approval! Morrie’s 
Auto Connection, 559 Hwy 10, 
St. Cloud (next to the red barn 
Dairy Queen). 320-229-1900. 
Apply online at: 
www.MorriesAutoConnection.com
________________________

Used Cars

OUTDOOR FURNACES NO-
TICE - Outdoor furnace, parts 
and supplies are in high de-
mand and have limited avail-
ability. With approximate lead 
times of about 8 months, plan 
and look ahead. Reserve now 
to have one to install for this 
summer or fall installation. We 
feature Central Boiler furnaces 
and products for complete in-
stallation. We have financing 
available, and up to a $2,000 
tax credit available on select 
models. Reserve today. Call 
or go online, 763-972-6255; 
classactfurnace.com.       ________________________

Outdoor Furnaces

Sherb u rne Cou nty B oard  of  Com m issioners
Jan u ary 20, 2026 -  Cou nty B oard  Meeting Minu tes
Cal l  to O rd er
Mom ent of  Sil ence and  P l ed ge of  A l l egiance
A p p roval  of  R egu l ar Meeting P rop osed  A gend a
Hulse/ Felber unanimous to approve the proposed agenda. Roll Call 
V ote:  G ray- Aye, Hulse- Aye, Danielowski-Aye, Felber-Aye, Schum-
acher-Aye.
O p en F oru m
No one spoke.
Consent A gend a
Huse/ Felber unanimous to approve the consent agenda, with the excep-
tion of item 12. Roll Call V ote:  Hulse- Aye, Danielowski- Aye, Felber- 
Aye, Schumacher- Aye, G ray- Aye.
Consider Approval of the Official Minutes from the January 6th, 2026, 
Annual Organizational Meeting of the County Board.
Approved the official minutes from the January 6th, 2026, Annual Or-
ganization Meeting of the County Board, as presented.
Consider Approval of the Official Minutes from the January 6th, 2026, 
County Board Workshop.
Approved the official minutes from the January 6th, 2026, County 
Board Workshop, as presented.
Consider Approval of a G ambling Premises Permit for Travelers Coun-
try Club on the Mississippi (Clear Lake Township).
Approved a G ambling Premises Permit for Travelers Country Club on 
the Mississippi.
Consider Approval of an Amended Agreement for Janitorial Services 
with Carefree Cleaning.
Approved Amended Agreement for Janitorial Services with Carefree 
Cleaning.
Consider Approval of Commissioner &  Manual Warrants Dated De-
cember 31st, 2025, and January 2nd and 9th, 2026.
Approved Commissioner &  Manual Warrants dated December 31st, 
2025, and January 2nd and 9th, 2026 as follows.

January 2, 2025, Commissioner Warrants $433,738.38
January 2, 2025, Manual Warrants $2,300.50
January 9, 2025 Commissioner Warrants $1,800,527.58
January 9, 2025 Manual Warrants $16,051.50
December 31, 2025, Commissioner Warrants $105, 927.98
December 31, 2025, Manual Warrants $7 ,992.00

Consider Approval of HHS IFS Warrants Dated December 31st, 2025, 
and January 9th, 2026.
Approved HHS IFS Warrants dated December 31st, 2025, and January 
9th, 2026 as follows:

December 31, 2025, HHS IFS Admin Warrants $16,356.72
January 7, 2026, HHS IFS Admin Warrants $372,667.17

Consider Approval of HHS OBO Warrants Dated December 30th, 
2025.
Approved HHS OBO Warrants dated December 30th, 2025 as follows:

December 30, 2025, HHS OBO Warrants $21,448.42
Consider Approval of a Health Partners Microgrant.
Approved Health Partners Microgrant as presented.
Consider Approval of 4th Q uarter 2025 Donations Received by the 
Health and Human Services Department.
Approved 4th Q uarter 2025 donations received by Health and Human 
Services Department.
Consider Approval of the 2026 Pay Equity Report to MN Management 
&  Budget, as Required by the Local G overnment Pay Equity Act.
Approved the 2026 Pay Equity Report to MN Management &  Budget, 
as presented.
Consider Approval of a Renewal and Major Modification to the County 
Solid Waste License for V onco II.
Approved a renewal and major modification to the County Solid Waste 
License for V onco II as presented.
Consider Approval of a Professional Service Agreement with Bolton 
&  Menk for Preliminary Design Services for TH 10 and CSAH 11.
Approved a Professional Service Agreement with Bolton &  Menk for 
Preliminary Design Services for TH 10 and CSAH 11.
Consider Approval of a Legacy G rant Agreement with the Minnesota 
Department of Natural Resources for the G reat Northern Regional Trail 
Project.
Schumacher/ Hulse unanimous to approve the Legacy G rant Agreement 
with the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources. Roll Call V ote:  
Danielowski- Aye, Felber- Aye, Schumacher- Aye, G ray- Aye, Hulse- 
Aye.
A nnou ncem ents
Finalize travel arrangements to Washington, D.C.;  cold weather prepa-
ration;  Sherburne County History Center Executive Director resigna-
tion.
R egu l ar A gend a
Consider Approval of Resolution No. 012026-AD-3263 to Acquire 

Property for the County State Aid Highway 33 Improvement Project, 
in the City of Elk River.
G ray/ Hulse unanimous to approve Resolution No. 012016-AD-3263 
as presented. Roll Call V ote:  Felber- Aye, Schumacher- Aye, G ray-Aye, 
Hulse-Aye, Danielowski-Aye.
Review and Consider Approval and Awarding of Bid (s) for the County 
Jail Piping Replacement Project.
G ray/ Felber unanimous to approve and award the bid(s) for the County 
Jail Piping Replacement Project as presented. Roll Call V ote:  Schum-
acher- Aye, G ray- Aye, Hulse- Aye, Danielowski- Aye, Felber- Aye.
Consider Approval of a Preliminary and Final Simple Plat of “Potato 
Sack One” - Hartkopff Farms.
G ray/ Felber approved the Preliminary and Final Simple Plat of “Potato 
Sack One” as presented. Roll Call V ote:  G ray- Aye, Hulse- Aye, Dan-
ielowski- Aye, Felber- Aye, Schumacher- Aye.
Consider Approval of an Amendment to the Sherburne County Z oning 
Ordinance for “Wrecker and Towing Services”.
Felber/ G ray unanimously approved the amendment to the Sherburne 
County Z oning Ordinance for “Wrecker and Towing Services” as pre-
sented. Roll Call V ote:  Hulse- Aye, Danielowski- Aye, Felber- Aye, 
Schumacher- Aye, G ray- Aye.
Consider Approval of an Amendment to the Sherburne County Z oning 
Ordinance on Solar Farm Prohibition - James Sanford.
Felber/ G ray were unanimous to approve an amendment to the Sher-
burne County Z oning Ordinance on Solar Farm Prohibition, as 
presented. Roll Call V ote:  Danielowski- Aye, Felber- Aye, Schumacher- 
Aye, G ray- Aye, Hulse- Aye.
Review, Discuss, and Approve 2026 Committee Assignments.
Hulse/ Felber unanimous to approve the 2026 committee assignments 
as amended. Roll Call V ote:  Felber- Aye, Schumacher- Aye, G ray- Aye, 
Hulse- Aye, Danielowski- Aye.
Receive, Review, and Accept the Auditor-Treasurer’s Monthly Report 
for December 2025.
Hulse/ Felber unanimous to approve the Auditor-Treasurer’s Monthly 
Report for December 2025. Roll Call V ote:  Schumacher- Aye, G ray- 
Aye, Hulse- Aye, Danielowski- Aye, Felber- Aye.
R ecess R egu l ar Meeting, O p en Com m u nity H eal th B oard
A d j ou rn Com m u nity H eal th B oard , R econve ne R egu l ar Meeting
Com m issioner Corresp ond ence,  Com m ittee R ep orts,  U p com ing 
Meetings, F u tu re A gend a I tem s
Com m issioner F el b er - Energy Transition AETAC Executive Com-
mittee, V eterans ERG , NACo Public Safety Meeting, Tri-County 
Long-Range Planning Committee, Economic Conditions Conference, 
Resilient Communities Part I webinar, NTSB, Rural Action Caucasus, 
praise for Public Works regarding road conditions, police shootings 
update.
Com m issioner Schu m acher - Constituent calls, M Health Fairview 
visit and positive feedback.
Com m issioner G ray  - Minnesota Area Water Supply Advisory Coun-
cil planning workshop, Connexus breakfast event, Mental Health Local 
Advisory Meeting, Community Association of Mental Health Initiative 
(CAMHI), Sheriff staff meet and greet, Z oning Subdivision Workshop, 
Minnesota Inter-County Association (MICA), Soil and Water Conser-
vation District (SWCD), Benton/  Sherburne County Corn G rowers &  
East Central Irrigators Association meeting, Planning &  Z oning meet-
ing.
Com m issioner H u l se - Economic Development Authority meeting, 
City of Elk River and constituent calls concerning yard waste.
Com m issioner D aniel ow ski - Area Planning Organization (APO) 
meeting, Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe 42nd Annual State of the Band 
Address, Planning &  Z oning subcommittee, Substance Use Preven-
tion (SUP) Coalition meeting, Big Lake Township meeting, Economic 
Development Authority meeting, ATP3 meeting,, Joint Big Lake, Big 
Lake Township, Orrock Township, and Sherburne County meeting, 
Big Lake Substance Use Prevention (SUP) Coalition meeting, Agenda 
review, and National Association of Counties (NACo) Community, 
Economic &  Workforce Development (CEWD) meeting.
A d j ou rn R egu l ar Meeting
Com m issioner W arrants
01/ 02/ 26   G eneral Revenue Fund 224,327.88
  Public Works Fund   129,926.84
  County Ditch Fund   293.50
  Solid Waste Fund   76,555.60
  Sherco Regional Rail Authority 1,368.00
  Agency Collections   20.00
  Taxes &  Penalties Fund 1,246.56
  Total    433,738.38
Manu al  W arrants
01/ 02/ 26   Agency Collections   2,300.50
  Total    2,300.50
Com m issioner W arrants

01/ 09/ 26   G eneral Revenue Fund 360,562.64
  Public Works Fund   232,497.60
  Human Service Fund   49.00
  Solid Waste Fund   21,125.00
  Jail Commissary Fund 13,154.94
  Justice Center Enterprise Fund 84,572.61
  Prepaid Tax Collections 562.00
  Agency Collections   443.50
  Taxes &  Penalties Fund 179.85
  School Districts Collections 1,128.52
  Payroll Fiduciary Fund 1,087,380.44
  Total    1,800,527.58
Manu al  W arrants
01/ 09/ 26   Agency Collections   16,051.50
  Total    16,051.50
Com m issioner W arrants
12/ 31/ 25   G eneral Revenue Fund 92,449.04
  Jail Commissary Fund 9,388.58
  Justice Center Enterprise Fund 4,090.36
  Total    105,927.98
Manu al  W arrants
12/ 31/ 25   Agency Collections   7,992.00
  Total    7,992.00
H H S I F S A d m in W arrants
12/ 31/ 25   Bonilla/ Lilian   932.86
  Central MN Mental Hlth Center 1,997.50
  Elk River Printing   401.41
  Ellison Center   2,800.00
  Ettesvold/ Judith M   550.20
  G rater/ Justin   305.20
  Kamm/ Abigail   439.81
  Mitchell/ Christa   407.83
  MN Dept Of Human Services – 
  SWIFT    4,961.00
  Olinyk/ Ashley M   417.90
  Sherburne Co Public Works 551.37
  Todd/ Windsong   699.37
  17 Payments less than 300 1,892.27
  Total    16,356.72
H H S I F S A d m in W arrants
01/ 07/ 26   Association of Minnesota Counties (AMC)   
     11,234.00
  AT& T Mobility   7,173.54
  Children Y outh &  families 1,115.80
  Ellison Center   1,500.00
  Hennepin County   3,861.73
  Lexis Nexis   466.00
  Lutheran Social Services of Minnesota   
     7,953.67
  MN Department of Human 
  Services- SWIFT   3,491.60
  Sherburne Co Community 
  Corrections   7,528.00
  Sherburne Co Sheriff   9,152.00
  Sherburne County Auditor 
  Treasurer    313,651.70
  Trimin Systems Inc   1,800.00
  31 Payments less than 300 372,667.17
  Total    372,667.17
H H S O B O  W arrants
12/ 30/ 25   4Imprint    5,560.73
  Amazon    4,148.85
  Connexus    1,097.35
  Innovative   613.50
  Jellyfish G raphics   4,138.10
  Noodle Soup   917.40
  Progressive   451.00
  Scott Johnson   555.00
  Smilemakers   958.36
  UW PCR Programs   1,325.77
  WRS Health Edco   376.83
  11 Payments less than 300 1,305.53
  Total    21,448.42
/ s/  Raeanne Danielowski, Sherburne County Board of 
Commissioners Chair
Bruce Messelt, County Administrator
(Published in the Patriot 02/ 07/ 26).

By Bill Morgan, 
Editor

Last Friday, the Big 
Lake Hornet boys basket-
ball team eked out a close 
win over Chsiago Lakes, 
89-87. Big Lake was led by 
Trevor Stuckenholtz with 
26, Judd Layton with 23 
and Eddie Reinert with 17.

Monday, the Hornets 
fell to Z immerman, 89-82. 
Big Lake was led by 36 
points from Stuckenholtz, 
15 from Layton and 12 
from Lane Pettis.

Hornets 
go 1-1

Community newspapers cannot survive without 
their advertisers. Support them by shopping local.
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Employment

Apply in person, 1 mile east of Becker, 
137th left, 1/8 mile on left. 612-747-0163    

NOW HIRING!
KASOWSKI GROUP

• FT FARM LABOR
• FT EQUIPMENT OPERATOR • FT FARM MECHANIC

BECKER PUBLIC SCHOOLS IS HIRING! 
BE A PART OF OUR TEAM!

for information on all our openings, please visit www.becker.k12.mn.us
Questions?  Contact AngelA Oswald @ 763-261-4502, option 3

2025-26 School Year Substitutes:
• TEACHERS

• PARAPROFESSIONALS
• CUSTODIANS

• FOOD SERVERS/
DISHWASHERS

• BUS AND VAN DRIVERS

Business & Professional 
Services  Directory

Attorneys

PETERSON - 
GRIMSMO

FUNERAL CHAPEL
Serving your 

community since 1933
250 East Broadway

Monticello, MN 55362
763-295-2918

Our family serving yours!

Funeral

Mulch

15920 Hwy. 10, Becker • 763-262-0871

Call today for a free estimate!
24/7 Service • Emergency #: 320.267.1855

Visit us online: wruckyeah.com

• Septic system design & installation
• Septic Tank & Drain Field Repair
• Routine Maintenance & emergency Services
• Water jetting, video drain inspection services
• Routine Maintenance & emergency Services
• Water jetting, video drain inspection services

Wruck Excavating Inc. — 
Your trusted septic experts

763-262-1454
Becker, MN

763-452-2500
Big Lake, MN

320-743-2204
Clear Lake, MN

FUNERAL HOME • CREMATION SERVICES

www.williamsdingmann.com

FAMILY FUNERAL HOMES

SPONSORED BY:

8852 Cty Rd 23
Becker, MN 

Phone:
763.261.5656

Ralph du Monceaux, Owner
Free Loaners ~ Free Estimates 

~ Honest Work

763-261-5656
Ralph’s

Auto Body

• BECKER
Grace Lutheran Church (LCMS)
Pastor: David M. Johnson, 763-262-7782, 11185 27th Ave SE. Services:
Sun. Worship 9am, Sun. School 10:30am, Wed. J.U.M.P. 6pm.
Becker Baptist Church
Pastors: Nathan Bucher (Senior), Kevin Drehmel (Youth) & Amy Drehmel
(Dir. of Child/Fam. Ministry), 763-261-4202, 11951 Hancock St. Services:
Sun. Worship/Children 10:30am. During the school year: AWANA for 
Kids/Sun. School 9:15am. Midweek Connect for Kids 6:30pm. Please reg-
ister Kids on our webite. Youth Group: Wed. 6:30pm. www.beckerbaptist.
org.
Becker Evangelical Free Church
Pastors: Gerald Deppa (Interim Senior), Chris Salvevold (Youth), 763-261-
4125, Becker High School, Office: 11373 150th Ave SE. Services: Sun.
Worship/Teaching/Fellowship 10am.
Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 12100 Sherburne Ave. Services: Sat.
Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8:30am & 10:30am. Masses held 1st, 3rd & 5th Sun-
days of the month. (Masses held on 2nd & 4th Sundays in Big Lake).
Faith (Becker) Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Yolanda Denson-Byers & Vicar Molly Wills, 763-261-5751, 11755
Sherburne Ave. Services: Sun. Worship 9:30am (Holy Communion on the
1st & 3rd Sundays) Nursery available. Sun. school 9:55am, Refreshments
& fellowship at 10:30am, Wed. programs: 6:00pm Wed. Worship, 6:30pm
7th – 9th grade confirmation, 7:30pm Youth Group 1st & 3rd Wed. Bible
Studies: Tues. 9:00am www.faithlutheran-becker.org.
Oakwood Community Church Assemblies of God
Pastors: Gerry Bass & Sarah, 763-220-6004, 13140 1st St (SW Corner of
Becker Furniture World). Services: Sun. Bible Study/Sun. School 9am, Sun.
Worship 10am.
Snake River Free Church
Pastor: Steve Johnston, 612-219-8648, 180th St SE. Services: Sun. Worship/
Sun. School 10:30am., Hymn Sing is second Sun. of every month.
Becker Christian Center & Abundant Grace Church
Pastor: Ken Hanson, 763-262-2177, 15455 59th St SE. Services: Sun. Praise
& Worship 9:30am, Wed. Family Fellowship 7pm.
Beacon House of Prayer
Pastors: Brian & Linda Holmes, 763-263-3771, 12264 Pleasant Ave. Ser-
vices: Thurs. Worship 6:30pm.
Free Grace United
Pastor: Kevin Wilson, 763-245-0001, Becker High School, 12000 Hancock
St, Enter door 11. Services: Wed. Worship 6:30pm.

• BIG LAKE
Acts Seventh-Day Adventists Community Church
Pastor: Bill Nixon, 763-263-2287, 20455 187th Ave NW. Services: Sat.
Worship 9am, Sat. Sabbath School 10:15am.
Bethany Bible Church
763-263-2167, 511 Eagle Lake Road. Services: Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Bridgeview Assembly of God
Pastor: Steve Royalty, 763-263-6274, 20500 County Road 11. Services:
Sun. Worship 9am & 10:45am, Wed. groups (kids/youth/adults) 6:30pm.
SVEA Hill Covenant Church
Pastor: Don Bellach, 763-263-6322, 16392 235th Ave NW. Services: Sun.
Worship 10am.
Cornerstone Baptist Church
Pastor: Gordon Langdon, 763-263-7878, 15300 County Road 35.
Hope Lutheran Church (ELCA) in Orrock
763-262-0028. www.hopeintherefuge.weebly.com.
IFLESIA AMOR VIVIENTE Living Love Church
Pastores: Juan & Patricia Aguayo, 763-607-5403, 21 Lake St N. Services:
Sat. 6pm.
Lord of Glory Lutheran Church
Pastor: Marty Mably, 763-263-3090, 15550 190th Ave NW. Services: Sun.
8am & 10:30am.
Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 440 Lake St N. Services: Sat. Mass
5pm; Sun. 8:30am & 10:30am. Masses held on 2nd & 4th Sundays of the
month (Masses held on 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays in Becker).
Riverside Church
Online: www.myrc.church, 763-263-2410, 20314 County Road 14. Ser-
vices: Sun 8:45am, 10:30am & 12:05pm.
Saron Lutheran Church
Pastor: Kyle Sidlo, 763-263-2209, 311 Lake St. S. Services: Sun. Worship

9:30am, indoors or livestream.
Spirit Life Church
763-262-LIFE, 221 Lake St N. Services Sun. mornings 9:45am. Going 
Deeper Sun. 9am. Prophetic Praayer Wed. 7pm.

• SANTIAGO
South Santiago Lutheran Church ELCA
Pastor: Allison Peterson, 763-662-2048, 14675 37th St. Services: Sun. 8am.
and 10 am, Sun. School 9am.
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church E.L.S. & Princeton Evangelical School
Pastor: Timothy Zenda, 763-662-2570, 18977 17th St. Services: Sun.
School/Bible Class 10:30am, Divine Worship 9am.
Glendorado Lutheran (ELCA)
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Shari Routh, 920-573-0193, 1100 186th Ave NE. Services: Sun
Good Shepherd 9am, Sun. Glendorado 10:30am.
Gethsemane Church (ELCA) – Ronneby
Pastor: Barbara Peterson, 320-983-5002, 14478 78th St. NE. Services: Sun.
Worship 10am.
Glendorado Evangelical Country Church
Pastor: Sam Alfano, 763-662-2244, 16999 Glendorado Road NE. Services:
Sun. School 9:30am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• CLEAR LAKE
Living Waters Church
320-699-0876, 7830 Church St. Services: Sun. Worship 10am, Starting in
Sept. Wed. night Ladies in Recovery study at 6:30pm.
Trinity Lutheran Church Missouri Synod
Pastor: Josh Reber, 320-743-2919, 8641 Main Ave. Services: Sun. Worship
8:45am, Sun. School 9:45am.
SHED Church - Non-Denomination in Palmer
Pastor: TBD, 320-241-0123, Palmer Town Hall, 4180 105th Ave. Services:
Sun. 5pm. www.shedchurch.org.
St. Marcus Catholic Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-743-2481, 8701 Main Ave. Services: Mon.
& Wed. Mass 8am, Sat. Confessions 4:15pm, Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. 8am.

• DUELM
St. Lawrence Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-968-7502, 10915 Duelm Road NE. Ser-
vices: Sun. Mass 10am, Tues. Mass 8am.

• CLEARWATER
Clearwater United Methodist Church
Pastor: Alison Hendley, 320-558-2581, 405 Main St. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9:30am.
Freedom Bible Baptist Church
320-434-347, 605 Lime St. (Old Clearwater Post Office). Services: Sun.
Prayer 9am, Sun. School 9:30am, Sun. Worship 10:45am.
Rejoice Lutheran Church – ELCA
Pastor: Jim Bump, 320-558-6851, 1155 County Road 75.
Services: Sun. School that begins in Worship 9:30am.
Livestream worship at Rejoice’s Youtube Channel,
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsJGuBda4orT9TWYii5wmGw
Church of St. Luke
Father: Dennis Backer, 320-558-2124, 17545 Huber Ave NW. Services:
Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8am & 10am, Weekday Mass Tues.-Fri. 8am/
Sat. 9am.
Tri-County Alliance Church
Pastor: David Fogal, 320-558-2750, 8464 160th St NW. Services: Sun.
School 9am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• SILVER CREEK
Immanuel Lutheran Church
Pastor: Ken Tatkenhorst, 763-878-2820, 11390 Elliot Ave NW. Services:
Sun. Worship 9am
Silver Creek Community Church
Pastor: Zach Pryor, 320-963-3957, 4282 114th St NW. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9am, Sun. Fellowship 10am, Sun. School 10:30am.

• SAINT CLOUD
Faith Lutheran Church
Pastor: Joshua Reber, 320-252-3315, 3000 County Road SE. Worship: Sun.
10:15am.

763-263-8334
RESIDENTIAL  • COMMERCIAL - AGRICULTURAL

6715 125th Ave - Clear Lake, MN
320.743.2387 • Cell: 320.290.9843

Scott & Tonia Ulsby

KEN GEROUX CONSTRUCTION
C O R P O R A T I O N

Integrity • Excellence
Uncompromising Customer Satisfaction

Lic. #BC002757
Big Lake • 763-263-6878

Order Online!

Becker Pizza Depot
The Area’s Best Pizza -- Ask Anyone!

14281 Bank Street, Becker • 763-262-2700
www.BeckerPizzaDepot.com • Facebook: Pizza Depot

Pizza, Wings & More

290 EAGLE LAKE RD. N. BIG LAKE
763-263-3262 • WWW.CORNEROAKSDENTAL.COM

FAMILY & COSMETIC DENTISTRY

DR. REED DILL &
DR. PETER KUEFLER

16455 122nd St Becker MN 55308

763-263-9471

Big Lake

763-263-6350
parkdental.com

Church DirectoryChurch DirectoryChurch Directory

320-743-2479 
• dahlensheetmetal@frontier.com

P.O. Box 646 • Becker, MN 55308
www.dahlensheetmetal.com

Becker 763-261-4200  |  Princeton 763-389-4099
Monticello 763-271-7177

www.sherburnestatebank.com

Your Hometown Bank

Sherb u rne
State B ank

Member 
FDIC

763-262-4237

M-F
8AM-

4:30PM

Owner: Chad Schwintek
13050 1st Street Becker, MN 55308

24
HOUR
Towing & recovery

19640 200th Ave., Big Lake

• Family Owned 
    & Operated
• Light, Medium and 
    Heavy Duty  Towing 

• Lockouts 
• Jump Starts 
• Winch Recovery

www.bobstowingandrecovery.com

• BIG LAKE 
• ELK RIVER 
• MONTICELLO

williamsdingmann.com

Electrical

Funeral

Providers of General and 
Coordinated Specialty 

Dentistry

Dr. Dean Calpas
Dr. Beth Amundson

Dr. Kira Powell

763-263-7100
FAX: 763-263-7114

20460 County Road 11 NW
Big Lake, MN 55309

www.monticellodentalcenter.com

Dental

Age 55+ workers needed for PT light 
custodial work at the Fuller Lake & 
Enfield Rest Areas located on 1-94. 

Apply online at: www.greenviewmn.com
or call Green View at 651-639-1913. 

Age 55+ workers 
needed for PT 
light custodial 

work at the Fuller 
Lake & Enfield 

Rest Areas 
located on 1-94. 
Apply online at: 

www.green-
viewmn.com

or call Green View 
at 651-639-1913. 

Be a Patriot Page 
Sponsor! Call 

763.275.0275 to 
secure your ad

PROUD SPONSOR
OF THE 

NEWSPAPER,
EVENTS, ACTIVITIES

AND BUSINESSES
IN OUR LOCAL

COMMUNITIES!

763-262-5850
tjpottertrucking.com

By Mark Kolbinger, 
Contributing Writer

The Becker boys bas-
ketball team won the battle 
of the M8 Conference un-
defeated teams last Friday, 
going on the road and win-
ning convincingly, 67-55 
over the Monticello Magic.

The Bulldogs brought a 
13-3 overall record into the 
game and Monticello was 
12-4, as both teams boasted 
a perfect conference record.

Coach Cory Nuest de-
scribed his team as “poised 
and disciplined” as the 
Bulldogs performed well in 
front of the huge crowd.

“I was very proud of 
our boys in their biggest 
win of the season,” said 
Nuest. “They competed at 
a high level, stayed com-
posed under pressure, and 
played for each other.”

Becker’s defense was 
stellar, as the team executed 
Nuest’s game plan to per-
fection in racing to a 35-21 
halftime lead.

The Bulldogs con-
sistently guarded the arc, 
walled up in the paint, and 
forced Monticello to score 
in the half court.  Offen-
sively, the Bulldogs were 
unselfish while sharing the 
ball.

Monticello made a late 
push, cutting the lead to 
eight with two minutes re-
maining, but Becker stayed 
composed. 

Bulldogs Isiah Boyer 
and Troy Nuest sealed the 
game at the free-throw line, 
closing out the win and tak-
ing the lead in the M8 title 
race.

Becker played true 
team basketball, finishing 
with 21 assists and just 
eight turnovers while con-
sistently winning 50-50 
balls and controlling mo-
mentum.

Nathan Weiss led 
Becker with 19 points 
(seven rebounds, three as-
sists), while Bryce Paumen 
added 19 points, (seven 
rebounds, five assists) and 
provided a strong presence 
on both ends of the floor. 

Isiah Boyer was steady 
with 12 points (seven re-
bounds, eight assists) and 
Troy Nuest finished with 
eight points,  (seven re-
bounds, four assists, and 
four steals). 

Other stats included 
Saul Kreft with four points 
and three rebounds, while 
Nila Burau provided a 

spark off the bench with 
five points in 16 minutes of 
action. Paumen also drew 
praise from his coach for 
his defensive effort, hold-
ing Magic big-man Hunter 
Miller to just four points.

“Being connected is 
one of our core values, 
and our guys showed that 
all night — defending to-
gether, sharing the ball, and 
trusting one another in big 
moments,” Nuest said of 
his team. “When you do 
those things on the road 
against a great team, good 
things happen.”

Vs. Saints
Earlier last week, 

Becker took down the St. 
Francis Saints in another 
convincing road win, 75-
52.

It was a good gauge 
of the Bulldogs’ improve-
ment, as they had defeated 
the Saints by just eight 
points in a home game ear-
lier in the season.

Isiah Boyer finished 
with 12 points, eight as-
sists, and six steals, while 
Paumen dominated the in-
terior with 20 points and 
eight rebounds. Nate Weiss 
anchored the defense, hold-
ing St. Francis’ leading 
scorer to just eight points, 
well below his 23-point-
per-game average. Troy 
Nuest knocked down four 
three-pointers and finished 
with 16 points, four assists, 
and four steals.

Saul Kreft added eight 
points and set several strong 
screens that led directly to 
scoring opportunities for 
teammates. Nolan Burau 
distributed the ball effec-
tively and was solid defen-
sively, while senior Owen 
Reinking provided quality 
minutes off the bench and 
scored five points.

“This was a great 
conference road victory,” 
said Coach Nuest. “It was 
a solid defensive perfor-
mance and team basketball. 
We finished with 25 assists, 
limited them to 52 points, 
and allowed only five of-
fensive rebounds.”

Bulldog boys 
tame Magic

By Mark Kolbinger, 
Contributing Writer

The young but talented 
Becker girls basketball 
team last week went 1-2 in 
a brutal three game stretch 
of back-to-back-to-back 
games to move to 11-7 on 
the season.

Vs. Chisago Lakes
Last Thursday, the 

team played great defense 
in a 68-26 win over Chis-
ago Lakes.

“We continued to re-
bound well, out-rebound-
ing a taller team for the 
second consecutive game,” 
Head Coach Dan Baird 
said. “We secured 37 re-
bounds to 24 by Chisago 
Lakes.”

The Bulldogs picked 
up 16 boards on the offen-
sive end of the court, and 
won the second chance 
points stat 18-0 over the 
Wildcats.  Becker also used 
its team quickness to go 
around the Wildcat defend-
ers, which led to a 40-10 
scoring advantage in the 
paint.

Andie Changamire was 
dominant in this contest for 
Becker as the freshman 
scored 19 points and added 
six rebounds and five as-
sists.

“Andie has been a 
beast on the boards lately,” 
Baird said. “She just played 
great in this contest.”

Adele Changamire 
added 15 points for Becker, 

while Tess Brown added 
nine points to give the Bull-
dogs three scorers in double 
figures.

Eilidh Mrnak added 
nine points, while Juli-
ana Stach had four and 
Aysa Johnson scored three 
points.

Ady Petty, Rowan 
Hausmann and Ella Otteson 
each chipped in a bucket for 
the Bulldogs.

Vs. Magic
Friday night, Becker 

fell to Conference leader 
and Class AAAA Monti-
cello, 47-62.

Becker kept it close at 
halftime, trailing by just 
four points, 27-23 on the 
road before Monticello’s 
veteran team asserted their 

will in the second half.
Andie Changamire 

was sensational, scoring 23 
points and grabbing eight 
boards for Becker, as her 
sister Adele added nine 
points. 

Vs. Tigers
On Saturday, Becker 

fell to an excellent Delano 
team, 71-47.  The Tigers 
are 15-6 on the season and 
like the Bulldogs, play a 
grueling schedule, with 
most of their losses coming 
against must larger schools.

The Tigers took a 
35-25 halftime lead and 
never looked back.

Becker was led by 
Andie Changamire’s 14 
points, while Tess Brown 
added 13.

Bulldog girls stand at 11-7 on season

By Maria Moore, 
Contributing Writer

For the fifth year in a 
row, Becker kick will be 
advancing to the state tour-
nament. 

Unfortunately, the jazz 
team did not make it for 
the first time in five years. 
They finished fourth by 
four points out of 800. 

The teams had stunning 
performances and ended up 
scoring the best that they 
had all season. The team 
knew it was going to be a 
difficult year to advance 
with all three St.Cloud area 

schools moving down. 
“The amount of work 

the team and coaching 
staff put in to make sure 
we earned another trip 
state this year was unbe-
lievable,” said Head Coach 
Nadia Fischer-Danzeisen. 
“I’m extremely proud of 
everyone!” 

The team is ready to 
represent Becker at the 
Target Center on February 
13-14. Thank you’s go out 
to the community and the 
Becker administration for 
all of the support and en-
couragement.

THE BECKER KICK TEAM CELEBRATED after winning third 
place in sections and moving on to the state tournament. (Sub-
mitted Photo).

Becker Kick advance to State

Submitted Article

The Sherburne County 
Sheriff’s Office is request-
ing information from the 
public as part of its ongo-
ing investigation of a child 
abduction case.

Joseph Andrew Bragg, 
28, is charged with kid-
napping and sexual assault 
related to a Jan. 21 inci-
dent involving a 7-year-old 
child. The child was ulti-
mately recovered alive.

Investigators have de-

termined that Bragg com-
municated with parents 
through social media, of-
fering to provide nanny or 
daycare services. Investiga-
tors are asking anyone who 
employed Joseph Bragg as 
a nanny for their children 
to contact investigators 
through the Minnesota Bu-
reau of Criminal Apprehen-
sion (BCA) tipline at (651) 
793-2465.

The Sherburne County 
Sheriff’s Office is leading 
the investigation with as-

sistance from the BCA and 
FBI.

County seeking tips on suspect in Zimmerman abduction

J O S E P H  A N D R E W 
BRAGG - shown in his Sher-
burne County booking photo 
- is facing charges in the Jan. 
21 abduction case involving a 
7-year-old child. The county 
is seeking tips from the pub-
lic on Bragg and his provision 
of nanny or daycare services 
through the years. (Submitted 
Photo).




