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City of Clearwater
CLEARWATER COUNCIL MEMBERS
Mayor Andrea Lawrence-Wheeler
Kris Crandall
Richard Petty
Lindsey Luhmann
Wayne Kruchten

City Council

City Staff
City Admin./Clerk/Treasurer:	 Annita Smythe
Deputy Clerk:          		  Deb Petty
Accountant:                      	 Sara Johnson
Public Works: 			   John Schmidt
				    Mike Flynn
	                      	            	 James Kirchenbauer
		          	    	    Abe Knowles
                        	    	    Nick Schmidt
		    		  Mike Flynn
Fire Chief:			   Ryan Pridgeon
Assistant Fire Chief:		  Mike Keller

Website: www.clearwatercity.com
Facebook: facebook.com/cityofclearwatermn
Phone: 320-558-2428
Address: 605 Co. Rd. 75, 
P.O. Box 9, Clearwater, MN 55320
Hours: M-Thurs 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.; Friday - Closed

Hello!  My name is Andrea Lawrence and I am honored 
to be the mayor of Clearwater.

I hope this letter finds you and your family well.   I 
want to take this opportunity to welcome you to the city of 
Clearwater and say hello again, to residents and to familiar 
faces.  I also want to give the city staff a large thank you for 
working diligently through the pandemic and remaining flex-
ible and adaptative as rules on how to work safely changed a 
lot over the past year and continue to change.  Staff remained 
available in traditional and nontraditional ways and kept 
everything running.  I also want to welcome our newest staff 
member who started this year, Sarah Johnson.  You can find 
other dedicated, professional staff, city council, fire depart-
ment members and my contact information on our website.   

Follow us on Facebook or look at our website from time to time for surveys, 
announcements, and minutes.  Since our meetings have been on Zoom for about a year, 
they are very convenient and easier to attend.  You don’t have to even be in the city to 
participate!  If you want to be a more active in city affairs, currently both the Planning 
Commission and the Economic Development Authority have open positions.  The dedi-
cated, hardworking, and professional fire department also has openings.  Public safety is 
a top priority, be a part of it!  If you want to contribute to the city’s success, here is your 
chance!  It takes a great deal of work to manage all aspects of a successful, productive 
city.  We are looking for citizen partners to work with our have a dedicated staff to con-
tinue to be both.  Join us by contacting City Hall for more information.  

I hope while you are here, you take advantage of our many beautiful parks that 
have continued to see upgrades through this year.  If disc golf, fishing, canoeing, archery, 
basketball, baseball, ice skating, tennis, pickle ball, hockey, biking, sitting on the grass, 
having a picnic or playing in a playground is not your thing, then stop by an area business 
for something to eat, a bit of shopping, a haircut or to complete your errands.  

A giant thank you to the City Public Works employees who worked hard moving 
lots of snow this winter, as well as making ice for skating in three of the city parks.  As 
the weather warms up and yards get cleaned up, they are busy getting the yard waste 
too! As the seasons change, and we spend more time outside, feel free to give the crews 
a wave.     

We want to hear from you!  Please contact one of the members of City Council, me 
or a city employee with questions or concerns.  

I look forward to seeing you around town!  Hopefully we all get to see a little bit 
more of each other this year.  On behalf of city officials, administration, and staff, I thank 
you for your continued support as we strive to provide services that will carry us into 
the future. As always, I am only a phone call or email away and I welcome you to share 
your ideas and concerns with me. 

• Copy & Fax Services
• Blueprint Copies
• Large Prints/Banners
• Business Cards
• Stationery/Envelopes
• Forms/Checks
• Labels/Rubber Stamps
• Raffle Tickets
• Brochures/Flyers
• Booklets/Publications
• Invites/Programs
• Newsletters & More

763-295-3141
216 Cedar St.

Monticello, MN 55362
E-mail: montiprint@tds.netwww.montiprinting.com

Quick & Friendly Service
Since 1975!

COPIES

Brenda Blake

CLEARWATER COUNCIL MEETINGS
	  The City Council meetings are held on the 2nd 
Monday of the month at 7:00 p.m.  During the pandemic, 
meetings have been held via Zoom.  Login credentials to 
each meeting may be found on the city’s website.  Once 
the pandemic emergency has ended, the City Council 
will return to in-person meetings at City Hall.  Meetings 
are open to the public and residents are encouraged 
to attend.  Requests to appear on the agenda must be 
received no later than the Wednesday prior to each meet-
ing date.

MAYOR
Andrea Lawrence

Mayor Andrea Lawrence

Acute Care 
Acupunture 

General Practice 
Prevention 
Rehabilitation 
Auto Injuries 
Work Injuries 
Sports Injuries

DR. ERON L. BORDSON
Doctor of Chiropractic

935 Clearwater Center
Located behind The Kettle

320.558.6772
HOURS: Mon-8am-6pm, Tues-1pm-6pm, Wed-8am-5pm, 

Thurs-8am-Noon, Fri-8am-5pm, Sat-By Appointment

www.clearwaterfamilychiro.com
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OFFICERS - 2021
President - Glenna Soenneker - Mary Kay
Vice President - Lori Johnson - Johnson Materials, Inc.
Secretary - Jenny Massmann - American Heritage Bank
Treasurer - Eron Bordson - Clearwater Family Chiropractic
Social Media Secretary - Alyx Johnson
Board of Directors - Angie Simon, Lake Central Bank
Jean Schermer - Lake Central Bank
Roger Maleska - Mn Wearables  

CLEAR VALLEY BUSINESS CONNECTIONS
The Clearwater Economic Development Corporation 
was incorporated in October of 1987 for the purpose of  
promoting the Clearwater area.  The group then expanded to 
include businesses of Clear Lake and the surrounding townships. 
The EDA was dissolved and the name of the organization was 
changed to Clear Valley Business Connections, to more accurately 
reflect its networking focus.

Meeting Times: 
Quarterly Meetings: 2nd Thursday of the month from
11:30 am - 1:00 pm
Next CVBC meeting dates: 
July 8 - Meeting location to be determined 
October 14 - Meeting location to be determined
January 13, 2022 - Annual Meeting & Chili Contest

If you own a business, we invite you to come and be part of the 
enthusiasm that Clear Valley Business Connections has for the 
Clearwater/Clear Lake area. 
If you live in the area, we encourage you to patronize our local 
businesses. They are the life blood of the community. 

Accounting/Tax 
Clearwater Tax and Accounting 15 
Apartment 
St Cloud HRA 35
Mississippi Ridge 6
Automotive/Trucking   
Mathison Motors 21
Clearwater Parts City Auto Parts 11
Clearwater Tire & Auto 19
Banking/Insurance  
American Heritage Bank 26
Lake Central Bank 48 
Sherburne State Bank 31 
Butcher Shop/Retail Meats 
McDonald’s Meats 47
T&R Meats 15 
Camping
St Cloud/Clearwater RV 15
AJ Acres 8 
Church 
Rejoice Lutheran Church 6
Tri-County Alliance Church 15 
Computer/Communication Services 
Data Success 23
Now IT Connects 13 
Construction/Engineers 
Haus Construction 12
Tri-County Lumber 21
Employment 
Divine House 22
Dungarvin 38 
Events 
Clearwater Rodeo 27 
Farm Supply
Oak Park Creamery 15
Svihel Vegetable Farm 10
Funeral Services 
Williams Dingmann 23
Grocery 
Coborns 7
Hardware 
Becker True Value 21 
Healthcare/Medical 
Care Medical Supply 22
Clearwater Family Chiropractic 3
St Cloud Orthopedics 30
Stellis Health 30
Root of Wellness 8
Purple Prairie 11
Eye Associates 41
Home Services
American Door Works 39
Custom Door Sales 40
East Side Glass 35
Hirshfields 29
Mechanical Energy 41 
ServPro 21
Cox & Son’s Seamless Gutters 15
Royal Renovations 19
Dahlen 19
Busse’s Septic Pumping 45
Hotel/Motel 
Home Town Inn Clearwater 9

Insurance
American Family
-Amy Chmielewski Agency 19 
Steil Insurance 25
Landscape/Gravel Rock
Hassan 24
Johnson Materials 23
Knife River 42
Hanson Paving 18
Schendiezelos Excavating 18
Total Lawn Care 34
MJS Excavating 37
C&S Blacktopping 38
Imholte Excavating 6
Legal
Drewski Law Office 42
Newspaper/Printing
Patriot Newspaper 43
Monticello Printing 3
Organizations
Clearwater Lions 35
Clearwater Legion & Auxillary 24
ClearValley Business Connections 5
Young At Heart 8
Real Estate
Edina Realty 39
Oak Realty 48
KG Realty 14
Premier Real Estate 30
Keller Williams 37
Recreation
Amazin’ Farmyard 29
Clear Waters Outfitting 28
Stones Throw Golf Course 37
Sunset Ridge Ranch 25 
Wild Marsh Sporting Clays 9
Restaurants/Entertainment
Brickyard Bar & Grill 18
Nelson Brothers-CW Travel Plaza 2 
China Buffet 27
Taco Gringo 10
Senior Living/Events
Tri Cap 13  
Events 9
MN Senior Linkage 32
Retail
Just Sew Studio 8
Brothers Smoke & More 12
Live, Laugh & Bloom 17 
Briggs Lake General Store 20
St. Cloud Sewing Center 23
Loch Jewelers 28
The Flag Store 34
McDowall Custom Embroidery 38
Services
CMAB 25
Mainsl 27
Sherburne SUP 38
Northern Metal Recycling 31
Brewery
Spilled Grain Brewhouse 16

Clearwater Library page 7
Clearview Elementary page 13
Clearwater Outfitters page 16
CVBC page 22
CWFD New Gear page 26
Open Signs 40
Bob Arnold Retires 44

2021 CVBC OFFICERS & BOARD. Board member Jean 
Shermer, Lake Central Bank, Board member Angie Simon, 
Lake Central Bank, Board member Roger Maleska, MN 
Wearables, CVBC Treasurer Eron Bordson, Clearwater 
Family Chiropractic, CVBC President Glenna Soenneker, 
Mary Kay, CVBC Secretary Jenny Massman, American 
Heritage Bank, CVBC Vice President Lori Johnson, Root 
of Wellness, CVBC Social Media Secretary Alyx Johnson, 
Johnson Materials. (Photo by Mary Nehring).

Featured articles & 
ad directory Clear Valley 

Business 
Connections
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“Bringing Clearwater, Clear Lake and 
surrounding area businesses, industries 

and organizations together to foster 
growth, understanding and support.”

For information or the next 
meeting location call: 320-267-4361 

or email: gsoenneker@gmail.com or 
jennym@logbank.com Search Clear Valley Business Connections

Clear Valley Business Connections meets quarterly over lunch at 
various locations in Clear Lake & Clearwater. Any business owner or representative

in the area is encouraged to visit a meeting! Annual dues are $50 per business.
Benefits: • Communication Between Local Businesses, Government, & Civic Groups 

• Awareness & Availability of Community & Business Resources • Member Networking 
• Business Expo • Business Directory • Informational Guest Speakers 

• Past Sponsor & Organizer of Music in the Park 

2021 CVBC Business Members
Aflac
American Heritage Bank
Becker Spine
Chalk Couture - Kim Welle
City of Clearwater
Clearwater American Legion
Clearwater Family Chiropractic Clinic-
   Eron Bordson, DC
Clearwater Public Library
Clearwater Tax & Accounting
Clearwater Travel Plaza
Clearwaters Outfitting/Northwest Canoe
Coborns
Crandall Help Desk
Franklin Outdoor Advertising
Grace’s Massage Therapy
Irrigation Management
Johnson Materials, Inc.
Lake Central Bank
Lake Central Insurance Services
Mary Kay - Glenna Soenneker
McDonald’s Meats

McDowall Custom Embroidery
Minnesota Wearables-Roger Maleska
Norlien Fine Art
Now IT Connects
Parkway Auto Transport, Inc
Patriot Newspaper
Premier Real Estate- Lynne Crandall
Rejoice Lutheran Church
Restorations & Construction Services
Root of Wellness, LLC-Lori Johnson
Royal Renovations
St. Cloud/Clearwater RV Park
St. Cloud Financial Credit Union
Sunset Ridge Ranch
T & R Meat Processing
Taco Gringo
Thousand Hills/Lifetime Grazed
Torch Sauce
Tri-County Alliance Church
Tri-State Pump & Control
T.O. Plastics



Area Church Directory
Clearwater Churches
Clearwater United Methodist Church
Pastor: Alison Hendley, 320-558-2581, 
405 Main St. Services: Sun. Worship 9:30am.

Freedom Bible Church
605 Lime St. (Old Clearwater Post Office). 
Services: Sun. Bible Study 9:30am & 6pm, Sun. 
Worship 10:45am, Wed. Bible Study 7pm.

Rejoice Lutheran Church – ELCA
Pastor: Jim Bump, 320-558-6851, 
1155 County Road 75. Services: Sun. Worship 9:30am.

Church of St. Luke
Father: Dennis Backer, 320-558-2124, 
17545 Huber Ave NW. Services: Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 
8am & 10am, Weekday Mass Tues.-Fri. 8am/Sat. 9am.

Tri-County Alliance Church
Pastor: David Fogal, 320-558-2750, 
8464 160th St NW. Services: Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
Worship 10:30am. Wed. Nights (Sept.-May) - Free Family Meal 
5:30pm; Bible Adventure Club, Pre-K-6th Grade Students, 
6-7:30pm; Youth Group Grades 6-12, 6-7:30pm. 

Silver Creek Area Churches
Immanuel Lutheran Church
Pastor: Ken Tatkenhorst, 763-878-2820, 
11390 Elliot Ave NW. Services: Sun. Worship 9am

Silver Creek Community Church
Pastor: Zach Pryor, 320-963-3957, 
4282 114th St NW. Services: Sun. Worship 9am, Sun. 
Fellowship 10am, Sun. School 10:30am. 

Clear Lake Area Churches
Living Waters Church
Pastor: Mark Stahl, 320-292-0250, 
7830 Church St. Services: Sun. Worship 10am, 
Wed. Bible Study 6:30pm.

Trinity Lutheran Church Missouri Synod
Pastor: Josh Reber, 320-743-2919, 
8641 Main Ave. 
Services: Sun. Worship 8:45am, Sun. School 9:45am.

St. Marcus Catholic Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-743-2481, 
8701 Main Ave. 
Services: Sat. Confessions 4:15pm, Sat. Mass 5pm, 
Sun. Jan-June 8am, July-Dec. 10am.
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1155 CR 75, PO Box 307
Clearwater, MN 55320

320-558-6851
www.rejoicelutheranchurch.org

SUNDAY WORSHIP: In-Person and Online Every Sunday
9:30 A.M. Please Join Us - (Wiggly, giggly children welcome) 
10:15 A.M. Fellowship

FRONT COVER PHOTO:   
Photo taken by Penny Leuthard of the Clearwater Dam and 
bridge.

1030 Main St, Clearwater • (320) 291-0437
www.MississippiRidge.com

EXPECTED OPENING JULY, 2021
1 BED/1 BATH AND 2 BED/2 BATH
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Although there have once again been a few changes over 
the past year, the Clearwater Public Library continues to offer 
resources for everyone in the community.

“This year the changes have all been about convenience,” said 
Librarian Shelly Kuelbs.  

One of the biggest changes is the curbside pick-up service for 
patrons. Last spring Clearwater was selected as one of five librar-
ies in the Great River Regional Library system to implement the 
pilot system, which has since grown to all 32 branches. Patrons 
can either make an appointment or call once they arrive at the 
building.

“Our greatest challenge this year has been finding ways to 
continue offering services the Clearwater community relied on,” 
said Kuelbs. “We started with curbside pick-up and the response 
from patrons was heartwarming. Their enthusiasm for being able 
to once again check out a book really gave us the boost we needed 
to keep working through the challenges.” 

The library has also added Print2GO. Patrons can send their 
print jobs directly to the library for printing from their own devic-
es, even from home. Patrons just stop by the library to pay for and 
pick up the prints. 

As a branch of Great River Regional Library (GRRL), the 
Clearwater Public Library is able to offer patrons access to any 
of the one million books, CDs and DVDs available in the system 
using their library card, which is free to apply for.

Clearwater Public Library continues to offer 
resources for everyone
By Penny Leuthard, Staff Writer

CW Library Continued On Page 11

19425 Evans St NW, 
Elk River, MN (763) 441-1400

2028_Guidebook_022119

fresh!
• Fresh Meat & Seafood
• Fresh Produce
• Deli
• Pharmacy (with drive-thru) 
• Caribou Coffee (with drive-thru) 
• Liquor Store 
• Little Dukes Gas & Car Wash

705 County Rd 75 Clearwater, MN
(320) 558-2251

CLEARWATER LIBRARIAN, Shelly Kuelbs, said the past year 
has been challenging but rewarding. (Photo by Penny Leuthard)
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Just Sew Studio $10 Off $50 fabric purchase
(Excludes clearance fabrics.)

Two Locationss:  51 3rd St NE, Waite Park, MN  56387    

 JUSTSEWSTUDIOMN@HOTMAIL.COM  •  JUSTSEWSTUDIOMN.COM

• 1789 Lexington Ave N,  Roseville, MN  651-644-0010

St. Cloud location only

TRACEY’S CABINETS FABRIC: Quilting Cottons & Knits

PFAFF: Embroidery Machines
PFAFF: Quilting Machines

GRACE: Q'nique Longarm Quilting Frames

50 acres of woods, flowers, trails & lakes!
50 acres of woods, flowers, trails & lakes!

• Large Wooded Sites • Wilderness Tent
• Access to Two Lakes    Sites
• Electric Hookups • Recreation Hall
   (30-50 Amp)   • Convenience   
• Live Bait     Store
• Security Gate
www.ajacrescampground.com
ajacres@frontiernet.net
1300 195th St. E, Clearwater • 320-558-2847

Traditional Naturopath 
& Health Consultant

Lori Johnson 
M.Ed. OTR/L, CHHP 

445 Main St., Clearwater, MN
320-558-1108

www.RootOfWellnessMN.com

Coffee, cards & conversation beginning @ 10:30am, followed 
by lunch & entertainment. Suggested donation $5.00 

Call in reservations to 320-558-6851 
or email rejoice@rejoicelutheranchurch.org

REJOICE LUTHERAN CHURCH
1155 Co. Rd. 75, Clearwater

JOIN US 
the 3rd Thursday 

of every month

Community-Wide

Open To All

The Clearwater Library utilized drive-up 
service during the pandemic of 2020-21. 
(Photo by Penny Leuthard).
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Central Minnesota 
Foster Grandparent Program
Allowing children and seniors to mutually benefit from an 
intergenerational relationship
	 Catholic Charities Foster Grandparent Program provides the 
opportunity for stipend volunteers age 55+ to make a last-
ing contribution to their community by mentoring children in 
100+ nonprofit volunteer sites across Central Minnesota. Foster 
Grandparents volunteer a minimum of 15 hours per week; 
many give up to 40 hours. In 2020, 205 Foster Grandparents 
served 142,672 hours, working with more than 10,900 children. 
Volunteer sites often say that they don’t know how they would 
ever replace their Foster Grandparents because of all of the good 
that they do.

Providing a valuable “natural” resource
	 Foster Grandparents are valuable resources for children and 
for their volunteer sites. They offer wisdom and the benefit of 
their knowledge, various talents, and experience to children and 
to the service site. Often a Foster Grandparent fills a void left in 
a child’s life when his/her own grandparents live at a distance 
or are deceased. A Foster “Grandma” or “Grandpa” gives each 
special child valuable one-on-one attention, encouragement, and 
unconditional love.

Offering themselves in service to Central MN’s children
	 Foster Grandparents volunteer throughout the 16 Central 
Minnesota counties served by Catholic Charities of the Diocese 
of St. Cloud: Benton, Douglas, Grant, Isanti, Kanabec, Mille 
Lacs, Morrison, Otter Tail, Pope, Sherburne, Stearns, Stevens, 
Todd, Traverse, Wadena, and Wilkin counties. Children in these 
counties are waiting for their Foster Grandparent. There is always 
a need to register more Foster Grandparent volunteers and more 
service sites.

Catholic Charities
911 18th St., N.
St. Cloud, MN 56303
Ph: 320-650-1550, Ph: 800-830-8254
www.ccstcloud.org

Senior Living
	 Catholic Charities is a non-profit organization that advances 
the charitable and social mission of the Diocese of St. Cloud. 
We build communities, promote family life, and enhance human 
dignity by providing quality services to meet the physical, social, 
emotional and spiritual needs of individuals and families of all 
faiths and beliefs.

Senior Dining
Annandale Senior Dining/Meals on Wheels
Annandale City Hall
30 East Cedar Street, 
Annandale, MN  55302
320-274-3891

Becker Senior Dining/Meals on Wheels
Woodbriar Apartments
12115 Rye Street, Becker, MN  55308
763-261-4466

Buffalo Senior Dining
Community Center
206 Central Avenue, Buffalo, MN  55313
763-682-6036

Maple Lake Senior Dining/Meals on Wheels
Maple Manor West Apartments
555 West 2nd Street, Maple Lake, MN  55358
320-963-5771

Monticello Senior Dining 
Monticello Senior Center
505 Walnut Street Suite 3, Monticello, MN  55362
763-295-2000

St. Cloud Senior Dining
Whitney Senior Center
1527 Northway Drive, St. Cloud, MN  56303
320-650-3068

945 State Hwy 24
I-94 & Hwy 24

Clearwater MN, 55320
Phone: 320-558-2221

• Free Wifi • Indoor Pool & Whirlpool
• Refrigerators  & Microwaves in Rooms

• 42” LED T.V.

Public swimming, open 8am - 10pm    $6.00 

www.hometowninnclearwater.com

hometowninnclearwater@gmail.com

(320) 743-4960
Sporting Clays • Pistol/Rifle Range • Trap • 5 Stand

Hours: Sat & Sun 9-5, Tues-Thurs noon-dusk
13481 Co. Rd. 3 SE, Clear Lake (12 mi. N of Becker)

www.wildmarshsportingclays.com
Clay Target Shooting in simulated hunting conditions • Beginner to Advanced
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From the Editor
	 The Clearwater and Clear Lake busi-
ness communities,  Clear Valley Business 
Connections and the Patriot Newspaper 
present you with the 2021 Clearwater-Clear 
Lake Bridge Communities Guide.
	 “Bridge” was conceived in entertain-
ing the idea that the two communities are 
separated by the Mississippi River, but the 
bridge connects them.

This guide is the effort of advertising support from our many 
local businesses and organizations and stories from our contribut-
ing writers Penny Leuthard and Mark Kolbinger, whose dogged 
efforts keep the communities of Clearwater and Clear Lake 
informed. Profiles of all the local government offices and services 
are also provided.
 		  This publication is created where we think it should 
serve as a valuable community reference. Peruse the stories of 
local merchants and businesses. Visit and help support the area 
businesses featured in this guide. It’s called a guide to do just 
that — aid you in finding neighborhood goods and services and 
to keep things local and your communities thriving.
		  We’re proud to partner with these local merchants to 
bring you the best of Clear Lake and Clearwater .
		  Penny wrote a feature updating the goings-on at your 
local library in Clearwater. As mentioned in the article, it has been 
a challenging year for the Clearwater-Clear Lake branch library of 
the Great River Regional Library, but the staff are enthusiastically 
working to give area citizens a great resource for patrons.
		  Penny has written a feature on the Clear Valley Business 
Connections group and their mission to build a strong business 
community. The organization recently held their annual business 
expo that was deemed a fantastic success.
		  Penny wrote a feature on the Clearwater Fire Department 
and their new turnout gear they were able to purchase after they 
received $30,000 from the CARES Act funding program.
		  And she wrote an update on the tradition of Clearview 
Elementary and the challenges they faced in the year of COVID-
19.

	 Mark Kolbinger wrote a spectacular tribute article last December 
honoring the 32 years of dedicated service of Bob Arnold, a life-
long citizen and valuable city council member with the City of 
Clear Lake. We thought it was worthy of being re-printed in this 
comprehensive guide.
		  Advertising sales were accomplished by Carol Hanson, 
Heidi Hansen and Mary Nehring, who logged many hours ensur-
ing all businesses and entities in the local area were provided an 
opportunity to advertise their products and services in this year’s 
guide.
		  Clearwater and Clear Lake present more than two 
small, neighboring towns trying to survive and thrive in the 21st 
Century. The two communities tend to work well together to 
provide existing and future citizens a great place to live. That’s 
creating bridges, not walls. That’s what makes this little area of 
Central Minnesota so special.
		  Copies of this Guide are being circulated May 29 as an 
insert to our Patriot Newspaper in the Clearwater and Clear Lake 
areas, with copies also available for pickup at McDonald’s Meats 
in Clear Lake, Coborn’s in Clearwater, the Clearwater and Clear 
Lake City Halls and, of course, the Patriot Newspaper offices.
		  Thank you again. Best regards.
		

William B. Morgan

6 Mi. S of Foley or 10 mi. N of Becker on Hwy 25 & Duelm Rd

FRESH PICKED FRUITS 
& VEGETABLES

STRAWBERRIES
RASPBERRIES
SWEET CORN

MELONS, GREEN  BEANS, POTATOES, 
CUCUMBERS, SNAP PEAS,  ENGLISH PEAS, 
CANNING TOMATOES, CARROTS, BEETS, 

PICKLES, DILL & PEPPERS & MORE!

open Mid-juNE-october

ALSO U-PICK STRAWBERRIES & RASPBERRIES

DINE-IN OR TAKE OUT
WE’RE FRESH & FABULOUS

Get our SouthWest Sauce by the bottle 
here or in your local grocery stores!

800 Nelson Drive • 320-558-4016
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 11am - 8pm

www.TacoGringoMN.com

MEXICAN RESTAURANTNow Open 
10 Years!
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DIVINE HARMONY FOR SKIN & SOULTM

NATURAL ARTISAN BODY CARE

Community Guide Ad_outlined.indd   1 5/3/18   10:44 AM

•Artisan Soap • Essential Oils • Face
• Body • Outdoor • Crystals • Plants

CW Library Continued from Page 7
Along with traditional materials, GRRL also offers a digital 

library of ebooks, and eaudiobooks, which are free to download. 
Patrons can apply for an e-card online, which gives them access 
to all digital material. Patrons now have access to Hoopla as well, 
with Hoopla book and video access on demand, no waiting.

Another service offered is access to several research databas-
es, including LinkedIn Learning, Pronunciator, genealogy, and 
teacher and student references. 

The library has public internet stations available for patrons, 
as well as wireless access for laptop computers, and a convenient 
self-checkout station. New this year is internet hotspots, which can 
be checked out from the library for one week with unlimited data.

Regular programming for all ages is still limited, so during 
this time take and make kits for youth are being offered as often 
as possible. There are also several virtual programs being offered 
for all ages through the GRRL system. Both summer and winter 
reading programs are available in person or using the Beanstack 
app, and the Try It Yourself kits have become very popular.

“I’m thankful for the understanding of our patrons during this 
time of COVID,” said Library Assistant Tera Fogal. “The kind-
ness and respect shown to staff and fellow patrons has shown how 
the Clearwater Library is an oasis of education, information, and 
normalcy in our ever-changing world.”

The Friends of the Clearwater Area Library is a volunteer 
group that meets to discuss needs of the library as well as fund-
raisers to help pay for those needs. The group holds book sales 
and runs Second Chapter used bookstore, which is located at the 
rear of the library. The proceeds of all fundraisers are used to help 
fund library programs. 

“The Clearwater Area Friends of the Library is a small group 
of patrons that love our library and value its existence in the com-
munity,” said President Mary Torgersen. “Since the library first 

THE CLEARWATER AREA LIBRARY is located at 740 
Clearwater Center in Clearwater, MN. (Submitted Photo)

opened the Friends have enhanced the programs, services, and 
facilities that help to make our library so welcoming.”

Kuelbs, Fogal, and other staff members are always available 
to answer questions in person or by phone whenever the library is 
open.

“Thank you, Clearwater, for loving your library,” said Kuelbs.
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Clear Lake:
The Chet Goenner Pavilion
	  The Chet Goenner Pavilion is located in the main city park behind 
the fire station building. It is a beautiful facility with a large kitchen 
and serving area as well as many picnic tables for lots of seating. 
There are indoor bathrooms and the main area of the pavilion is fin-
ished in knotty pine wood and has been recently remodeled. There 
are two extended covered areas with seating on each side of the 
pavilion as well as gorgeous landscaping in the front and side areas.
	 Flowers and shrubs are in full bloom for the whole summer rental 
season. Cost for rental of the pavilion facility is $125 per full day, 
which includes the use of the full kitchen. There is a wonderfully 
equipped playground immediately in front of the pavilion which 
makes it a truly desirable location for family gatherings and special 
event parties. There is a large paved parking area in the front of the 
building as well. Please contact the city clerk at 320-743-3111 for 
information and booking dates.

Hunter Lake Bluffs Development Park
	 Located near the intersections of Hunter Lake Drive and Natures 
Edge Road. The park offers a small picnic shelter, basketball hoop 
and playground equipment.

Clear Lake Township Park
	  Clear Lake Township Park is located south off Cty. Road. 8 (River 
Road SE) on 8th Ave. The park offers walking trails, restroom facil-
ities, rest area and off-leash dog park (dogs must be leashed when 
entering park area). Smoking and alcohol is prohibited. Visit: www.
clearlaketownship.org.park

Clearwater:
Eldorado Park 
	 Located on 880 Kelsey Ave NW. The park has new playground 
equipment, soccer field and lots of open space for other activities.

Lions Park
	 The Lions Park & Pavilion is located at 1100 Cty. Road 75 in 
Clearwater. There is a tennis court, ice skating rink (winter only), 

playground equipment, and a basketball court. There is a pavilion 
to rent for special events. Please call City Hall at 320-558-2428 for 
scheduling.

Riverside Park
	 Riverside Park is located at the intersection of Main St. and Cty. 
Road 75 at 11 Main Street. It houses the old Mill Pond, which is 
reputed to be a pretty fair fishing site. 
	 Riverside Park also offers shaded picnic sites, playground equip-
ment and lots of open space.

Sportsman’s Park/Ballfield
	 The Sportsman’s Park is located south of Cty. Road 75 on Cty. 
Road 143, 20802 27th Ave. E.  The park has a designer 18-hole disc 
golf course, children’s play set, and baseball fields.
	 There is a pavilion to rent for special events. Please call City Hall 
at 320-558-2428 for scheduling.

Spring Street Park
	 Spring Street Park is located in Clearwater’s historic  
downtown area at the corner of Spring & Oak St. at 310 Spring St. 
	 The park features a new play set, a half-court basketball area, a 
picnic table and lighting. 

River County Bike Trail 
	 In the City of Clearwater, this trail connects three of the city parks: 
Sportsman’s, Riverside and the Lions Park. It provides pedestrians 
and bicyclists a safe route through the city.
	 The trail is open all year.

Archery Park
	 Clearwater’s newest recreational addition is the Archery Park 
located in the Wayside Rest on Cty. Road. 75 just northwest of Hwy. 
24. And for easy access from one park to another, four of the city’s 
six parks are connected and accessible  by a paved walking/biking 
trail, which was completed in 2015. The trail will someday be part 
of a bigger regional trail, connecting with Monticello to the east and 
St. Cloud to the west.

Parks Continued to page 14

Parks/Recreation

(320) 743-3062
www.HausConstructionInc.com

Family Owned & Operated
Clear Lake, MN • MN Lic. 

#BC009240

CUSTOM
BUILT 

HOMES
Remodeling & Additions

Celebrating 50 years in business!

BROTHERS SMOKE 
& MORE

TOBACCO • VAPE • PREMIUM CIGARS 
• CBD  • KRATOM • GLASS ACCESSORIES

710 CLEARWATER CENTER
CLEARWATER, MN

320.558.7878
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You don’t have to choose.

HEAT OR FOOD

COMMERCE
DEPARTMENT

#MNNiceandWarm

Too many low-income Minnesotans have to choose between paying

their energy bill and other necessities – food, medicine and healthcare. 
Minnesota’s Energy Assistance Program offers eligible residents help 
to pay their energy bills so they do not have to choose between life’s 

necessities. Spread the word to your friends and family.

APPLY FOR ENERGY ASSISTANCE

Clearview Elementary School continued its tradition of excel-
lence this year while transitioning to multiple learning models during 
COVID. Whether in hybrid, distance learning or in-person class-
rooms, faculty, staff, students, and families rose to the occasion. 

“All teachers and staff went above and beyond to meet the needs 
of students and families,” said Principal Meredith Boucher. “And 
always with a positive attitude.” 

Clearview Elementary is a PreK-Grade 5 school that offers 
families two outstanding educational choices: a traditional English 
classroom or a Spanish Immersion classroom. 

The Spanish Immersion program introduces the Spanish lan-
guage to students in kindergarten and continues to immerse them in 
Spanish throughout second grade. Beginning in third grade, students 
are introduced to English during Language Arts for 30 minutes a day.  

Due to COVID challenges this year, Amity interns, who normal-
ly help staff the immersion program, were not on site. Amity interns 
come from foreign countries to spend the school year with students 
who are learning to speak their native language and are similar to 
student teachers in that they both assist and learn how to be teachers 
themselves. Clearview ​is hopeful that they will be able to welcome 
back Amity for the 21-22 school year.  

Another unique program at Clearview is the continuing partner-
ship with the DNR and community volunteers to restore the 42-acre 

Clearview Forest, including restoring a natural prairie site, cleaning 
out dead and diseased trees, and removing invasive species. Students 
benefit from this exciting outdoor “classroom.” 

“We are very proud of our school community,” said Principal 
Boucher. “We worked hard all year to create consistent learning for 
kids regardless of learning model. We look forward to welcoming 
students back in September!”  

   A part of St. Cloud Area School District 742, Clearview is a 
top-ranked elementary school located on State Hwy. 24 between 
Clearwater and Clear Lake.  

Clearview Elementary continues tradition of excellence 
during challenging year
By Penny Leuthard, Contributing Writer

WE PROVIDE
a wide range of services 

for all your business computer needs

Now IT Connects, Inc.
340 S. Walnut, Ste. A • Clearwater, MN 55320

Phone: 320-558-6300 or 866-647-6300

www.nowitconnects.com
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Outfitters:
Clear Waters Outfitting Company, 
100 Pine Street, P.O. Box 398, Clearwater, MN 55320
Office/store: 320.558.8123 • www.cwoutfitting.com
	 Established in 2009, Clear Waters Outfitting is the only Central 
Minnesota canoe and kayak retail store and outfitter on the banks of 
the Mississippi River.
	 Clear Waters Outfitting is extremely fortunate to be located on 
a special stretch of the Mississippi River and we cannot help but 
want to share it with you. Designated “Wild & Scenic” by the DNR, 
many miles along this stretch are still in their natural state due to the 
protection, regulations, and zoning that are associated with this title. 
Very few river stretches have this designation and protection. 
	 This stretch of the Mississippi River is shallow with a rocky bot-
tom - poor conditions for motor boats but ideal for fishing, canoe-
ing, kayaking, and stand-up paddle boarding. With a gently flowing 
current void of any rapids, dams or falls, the paddling is relaxing and 
the fishing is spectacular. According to Field and Stream Online, 
the 47 mile stretch of the Mississippi between St. Cloud and Dayton 
(which includes our stretch) is in the top 10 for river fishing for small-
mouth in the United States. Many consider it world class due to the  
limited motor traffic, river accessibility, and special fishing regu-
lations.

Wild Marsh Sporting Clays
13481 Co. Rd. 3, SE, Clear Lake, MN 55319
Hours: Sat & Sun 9 am to 5 pm; Tues - Thurs noon - dusk
www.wildmarshsportingclays.com - 320-743-4960

County/State Parks:
Lake Maria
	 Visitors who come to Lake Maria State Park will enjoy one of 
the few remaining stands of the “Big Woods,” a maple, oak and 
basswood forest that once covered part of southern Minnesota.
	 The park is perfect for hikers, backpackers, horseback  
riders, and cross-country skiers who enjoy the challenge of the roll-
ing terrain. Take a stroll on the boardwalk which winds through a 
marsh.
	 Backpack sites, located on remote lakes and ponds  
throughout the park, are just two miles from the trailhead parking lot. 
New log camper cabins, located near lakes and ponds, provide bunk 
beds for six people and a table and benches for campers who want 
more of the creature comforts.
	 Lake Maria State Park is home to the Blandings turtle,  
easily identified by bright yellow spots on its shell. It is one of 
Minnesota’s threatened species.
	 Lake Maria State Park is located at 11411 Clementa Avenue, 
N.W., Monticello, MN.
HOURS:
	 Best time for contacting someone in the park: Friday through 
Sunday, from 11 am - 2 pm Other times, leave message on machine, 
763-878-2325.  
www.dnr.state.mn.us/state_parks/lake_maria/index.html

Warner Lake Stearns County Park
1485 Cty. Road 143
Clearwater, MN 55320
Parks Office 320-255-6172
parkinfo@co.stearns.mn.us
	 A  264 acre site surrounding the 30-surface-acres of Warner Lake. 
The initial establishment of this site occurred in 1973 when the 
Campfire Girls Inc. donated the 33-acres known as Camp Suima to 
Stearns County for public recreation purposes.
Amenities Include:
Reservable Shelters, Picnic Areas, Hiking Trails, Cross Country 
Skiing Trails, Winter Walking/Dog Walking/Snowshoeing/Fat Tire 
Bicycle Trails, Access to Snowmobile Trail Boat Access (Electric 
motors or non-motorized watercraft), Bicycle Campsite, Group 
Camps, Play Area, Swimming Beach (No Lifeguard/Swim at your 
own risk), Fishing Pier, Prairie Restoration Site, Plant List.
Hours:
	 Open year round from 6 am to 11 pm 
   Shelters open 8 am - 10 pm
w w w . c o . s t e a r n s . m n . u s / R e c r e a t i o n / C o u n t y P a r k s /
WarnerLakeCountyPark

Local Area Sports:
Clear Lake Lakers Amateur Baseball
clearlakelakersbaseball.atomicleagues.com

Clear Lake/Clearwater Area Youth Baseball Association
P.O. Box 176, Clear Lake, MN 55319
Izzy Carper - 320-493-2016
www.clayba.com

Parks/Recreation
Golf Courses:
Stones Throw Golf Course:
Formerly Milaca Golf
15679 Central Avenue, Milaca, MN 56353
320-983-2110
Open to the public since 1956.
Visit their beautiful 18-hole regulation length golf course.
www.stonesthrowgolf.com
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RESIDENTS OF ALL AGES join members of the Clearwater 
Twp. board in removing bog debris from the public access at 
Nixon Lake after the removal of a floating bog in July. (Photo 
by Penny Leuthard)
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There are a lot of things that make the Clearwater and Clear 
Lake area unique. One of them is the Mississippi River that cuts 
between the two communities, which was just what Dan and 
Sandra Meer were looking for when searching out a location for 
their new business, Clear Waters Outfitting.

“We were looking for a place to do outfitting and get people 
out on the water,” said Sandra Meer. “We found this, bought the 
building, and built a second one. It’s a very unique location and 
gives us access to the river.”

The section of the Mississippi River Clear Waters Outfitting 
is located on has been designated as one of Minnesota’s “Wild & 
Scenic” river locations by the DNR (St. Cloud to Anoka section). 
The designation is due to the miles of river that are still in their 
natural state due to management planning and zoning ordinances. 

The river along this stretch has a gentle current and shallow, 
rocky bottom, making it ideal for canoes, kayaks, and stand up 
paddle boarding. The flow and river structure makes it ideal for 
a variety of fish, and in fact, the stretch is considered world class 
smallmouth bass fishing.

“We’re bringing paddling to the community,” said Sandra 
Meer. “This stretch of the river is good for both beginners and 
seasoned paddlers, and it’s a great location between St. Cloud and 
the metro area.”

Business was slow in the beginning – their first full season 
was 2010 – but once the Meers found their niche and word started 
getting out, things started taking off.

Around 2012 stand up paddle boarding (SUP) became popu-
lar, giving Clear Waters Outfitting a couple years of great growth 

Clear Waters Outfitting gets people out on the water
By Penny Leuthard, Contributing Writer

CW Outfitting Continued On Page 18

SANDRA AND DAN MEER’S goal is to spread the pas-
sion for paddle sports through their business, Clear Waters 
Outfitting. (Submitted Photo)
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Childcare/School Directory
Licensed Day Cares: For a list of licensed 
daycare providers, please use these resources:
Sherburne County
Contact Social Services 800-433-5239
www.co.sherburne.mn.us/socialservices

Wright County 
Contact the Resource & Referral Service 866-511-2244
www.co.wright.mn.us/342/child-care-providers

Stearns County 
Contact Human Services 320-656-6000
or use the daycare locator at: 
www.co.stearns.mn.us/onlineservices/daycaresearch

Area Schools:
Annandale Independent School Dist. 876
www.isd876.k12.org
125 Cherry Ave N, Annandale
320-274-5602

Clearview Elementary School
www.isd742.org
7310 Highway 24, Clear Lake, MN 55319
320-743-2241   Clearview@isd742.org
Principal - Meredith Boucher

St. Cloud Area School District 742
www.isd742.org
1000 44th Ave N, Suite 100
St. Cloud, MN 56303
320-253-9333

Clearview Kidstop - (School age childcare K-6)
www.bgcmn.org
7310 Highway 24, Clear Lake, MN 55319
320-743-2243

KIDSTOP is a school-age child care program for K-6 located at 
14 schools in the St. Cloud, Sauk Rapids-Rice, Sartell-St. Stephen 
and ROCORI school districts. Kids love KIDSTOP because they 
have so many activities to choose from, including Power Hour 
homework help, computer access, gym activities, outdoor games, 
arts and crafts or just hanging out with friends. Parents love it 
because they know their kids are in the hands of youth guidance 
professionals who really care about them. KIDSTOP provides a 
way for parents to give their kids a quality before and after-school 
experience at an affordable price. KIDSTOP gives kids daily 
opportunities that parents know are vital for their child’s healthy 
growth.
All of these services stem from the Boys & Girls Club’s core 
program areas:
	 Character & Leadership Development
	 Education & Career Development
	 Health & Life Skills
	 The Arts

CLEARWATER AREA VETERANS Ron Lashinski, Arnie Searcy, 
and Mike Hanson were awarded Quilts of Valor during Three of 
a Kind’s annual fundraiser for Eagles Healing Nest in Sauk Centre 
in July. (Photo by Penny Leuthard)
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Residential & Commercial
Formerly Minnesota Blacktopping

DRIVEWAYS
Parking lots
Asphalt paving
asphalt patchwork

Call today for a 
free estimate!

320-259-7874
jeff@hansonpaving.com
www.hansonpaving.com

3636 Quail Road NE, Sauk Rapids

Clear Lake, MN     320-743-2000Clear Lake, MN • 320-743-2000

before it leveled off. Then kayak fishing started getting 
big and gave the business another boost.  

Each year the business hosts the BronzeBack Classic 
Fishing Tournament that brings in people from all over the 
upper Midwest. New and seasoned anglers are welcome.

“The upper Mississippi River is known nationally for 
world class smallmouth bass fishing,” said Dan Meer.

Clear Waters Outfitting carries all kinds of paddling 
gear and equipment. They specialize in short and long 
day trips and offer paddle sport rental services, outfitting, 
shuttle services, overnight trips, paddle boarding, and 
kayak fishing. They also sell high quality, well-known 
brands of canoes, kayaks, SUP boards, and outdoor gear.

What makes the business so unique is how much they 
have to offer, including test paddling before purchase, and 
having experts on site who can offer help and advice to 
paddlers of any experience.

Their experts are certified by the ACA (American 
Canoe Association). They teach classes on location as 
well as work with area community education programs. 

The past year during the pandemic was good for sales 
but not for river trips, largely because they were unable to offer shuttle services due to restrictions. 

“We were able to maintain sales as a lot of them happened remotely and online, which kept us in business over the last year,” said 
Dan Meer. “Demand has been high. We try to keep everything in stock and are constantly getting a new supply in.”

Canoe and kayak repairs have also picked up.
“With the big boom and the cost of new increasing, a lot of people are starting to get their old ones fixed,” he said. “The paddle 

sports industry as a whole has seen a boom. It’s a hot topic right now as people can get outdoors and still social distance. People are 
cooped up and want to get out.”

Clear Waters Outfitting is located at 100 Pine Street, right next to Clearwater’s historic Main Street. All experience levels are wel-
come, so everyone is invited to stop by, call them at 320-558-8123, or visit their website at cwoutfitting.com.

“Our goal is to spread the passion of paddle sports,” said Sandra Meer.

CW Outfitting continued from Page 16



The 2021 Clearwater/Clear Lake Bridge Community Guide...  Page 19

Clearwater - Clear Lake 
Emergency Food Shelf
	 The Clearwater-Clear Lake Emergency Food Shelf is located in 
the Lions Park Building off County Road 75. The food shelf hours 
are Monday 5:30 to 7 pm, Tuesday mornings from 9 until 11 am 
and Tuesday evenings from 6 until 8 pm and Wednesday 3 to 5 
pm.
	 The food shelf supplies its clients with a three day emergency 
food supply. If you are in need of this service,  please bring in 
proof of address and identification to ensure that we are serving 
only Clearwater, Clear Lake residents.  

The food shelf phone number is 320-558-2954
24/7 answering service. 
If you wish to make a donation to the Food Shelf:
Mail: P.O. Box 324, Clearwater, MN 55320
Drop off: During food shelf hours 
Food shelf bin: Entryway of Coborn’s. 
Please call to arrange a drop off time other than Tuesdays. 

Clearwater area library
	 The Clearwater Branch of the Great River Regional Library is 
located at 740 Clearwater Center. 
	 The Great River Regional Library provides residents with 
books, children’s books, magazines, large print books, newspa-
pers, compact discs, books on tape and videos. The staff at the 
library is your information source.  The staff utilizes extensive 
regional resources and, when necessary, the resources of libraries 
throughout the state and region.

Hours of operation at the Clearwater Branch:
Monday: 1-4 pm; Tuesday: 10 am to 1 pm  & 3 to 6 pm; 
Wednesday: 3 to 8 pm; Thursday: 10 am to 1 pm ; Friday: 3 to 6 
pm; Saturday: 10 am to 1 pm; Sunday: CLOSED

Please contact 320-558-6001 if you need 
further information or www.griver.org.

Community Info

2244//77  EEmmeerrggeennccyy  SSeerrvviiccee
Fire Damage - Water Damage - Storm Damage

320-743-3440 • Clear Lake, MN 55319
www.royalrenovations.net

Over 25 years of service 
as an American Family
Agent in Becker

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Monday-Thursday 9am-5pm
Friday 9am-1pm

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Clearwater tire & auto

320-558-2061
Gift Cards 
Available

Certified
Auto Repair

Shaun Nuehring, Shop Foreman/Owner

905 Hwy 24 • Clearwater 
55320 (Next to Subway)

Install and service furnaces  
Air Cleaners
Install and service A/Cs 
UV lights
Custom ductwork  
Residential and Commercial work
Boilers and in-floor heat

• dahlensheetmetal@frontier.com
Clear Lake, MN

www.dahlensheetmetal.com

320-743-2479

Locally owned and operated
Jeremy & Janice Dahlen

OVER 30 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE!
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	 City Council meetings  are held 
on the first Monday of every month at 7 pm.  The meetings are 
open to the public and everyone is encouraged to attend.  Meeting 
location is 7684 1st Ave West.

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 298.
City Hall hours of operation - Mon. - Thurs. 8:30 am - 4 pm
Phone: 320-743-3111	 Fax: 320-743-4307
Email: cityofclearlake@frontiernet.net
Website: www.clearlakemn.govoffice2.com

Goenner Park – The City of Clear Lake rents out Goenner 
Pavilion and the City Hall for private parties, contact the City 
Clerk for details.

City of Clear Lake
	 As Mayor and on behalf of our citi-
zens, it is my pleasure to welcome you 
to Clear Lake, a city on the move.  Clear 
Lake is located at Highway’s 10 & 24.  It 
is close enough to the big-city amenities 
of St. Cloud, yet distant enough to pro-
vide a small-town lifestyle.  Clear Lake 
is rich in history and loved by all who 
have been touched by its warmth, charm 
and friendliness.
	 Lastly, as Mayor I have truly been 
inspired by how everyone in our commu-
nity has stepped up during the COVID-
19 pandemic.  Everyone is feeling the 
negative impact locally and nationally and will be felt long after 
our public life returns to normal. I will continue to work with the 
Council and Staff to better our community for everyone.  The city 
makes choices that may not be easy, but in doing so they are put-
ting everyone in the best position to serve Clear Lake well into the 
future.  As a lifelong resident of Clear Lake, it is my pleasure to 
welcome you to our City.  It is truly a special place to visit, work, 
live and raise a family.

Mayor Tim Goenner

COUNCIL 
MEMBER 

Stefany Janish

COUNCIL 
MEMBER 

Kristin Brandt

COUNCIL MEMBER 
Karen White

VACANT COUNCIL 
MEMBER  SEAT

CITY CLERK 
Kari Mechtel

PUBLIC WORKS 
SUPERVISOR 
Dustin Luhning 

City Council and  Staff

MAYOR 
Tim Goenner

4258 105th Ave | Clear Lake, MN 55319 | (320) 743-2791

www.briggslakestore.com

$.50 off an 
Ice Cream Cone or Cup 

$.50 off an 
Ice Cream Cone or Cup 

Must Present Coupon - Good through 9-6-2021

Grocery| Off-Sale Liquor |Live Bait & Tackle | 
Hardware| Automotive | Propane Fills | Fuel | 

& Much More
Thank you for supporting Briggs Lake 
General Store! Locally Owned & Operated 
by Jen & Mitch Wipper. 

PUBLIC WORKS 
EMPLOYEE 

Matt Landwehr

Clear Lake City Hall



City of Clearwater
Recycling/Refuse
The city has organized collection for refuse and recycling ser-
vices.  There are three sizes of bins available.  Charges for service 
are on your city utility bill along with other utilities.  Please con-
tact City Hall for questions related to service.

Boards & Commissions
The city is always looking for new members to participate on 
local Boards and Commissions.  This is a great way to contribute 
to your community and help guide decisions related to the city’s 
growth.  Please consider serving on one of the following:
	 Planning Commission
	 Park Commission
	 Economic Development Authority
	 Sewer Authority
See our website for a description of the activities for each Board 
or to apply.

Parks & Trails
The city has several neighborhood parks and trails throughout our 
community.  See descriptions of the amenities located at each in 
the Parks and Recreation section of the Community Guide. 

Turned down? Need a Car? Need Credit?
Low down payments, easy approval!

2 Year UNLIMITED MILE
maintenance plan!

(800) 435-9571 WE SAY YES!
www.mathisonmotors.com

FREE
Oil Changes!

If it isn’t stocked,
ask and we will
order it for you.

Support your
local businesses.

Plus, Services
Offered:

BECKER TRUE VALUE 
HARDWARE & MUCH MORE

� Rental
� U-Haul
� Window & 

Screen Repair

Go to TrueValue.com to learn about our
products and to find project ideas to get
the job done right.
FREE Shipping to our store on your
TrueValue.com orders

RESEARCH OUR
PRODUCTS ONLINE!

13350 1st St, Becker (Next to Food Pride)
(763) 261-4464

Open 7 Days a Week: Mon-Fri 8am-6pm
Sat 8am-5pm, Sun 10am-3pm

Superior Service at a fair & honest price
Located at 17383 Cty Rd 75 NW, Clearwater

Hours: M-F 7:30-5pm; Sat by appt.
320-558-3333 • Toll Free 1-866-558-3331
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763-295-1161



Clear Valley Business 
Connections (CVBC) was started in 
1987 to foster growth and bring area 
businesses together. The organization 
is a volunteer chamber-style business 
networking group that represents busi-
nesses and organizations from the cit-
ies of Clearwater and Clear Lake as 
well as Clearwater, Clear Lake and 
Lynden townships. However, all area 
business owners are welcome to be a 
member.

“CVBC is a great group of busi-
nesses that really care about the com-
munity they live in,” said President 
Glenna Soenneker.

The group meets quarterly to 
update each other on what’s happening or new at their businesses, 
discuss current issues and plan events. The Clearwater and Clear Lake 
mayors, township supervisors and Wright and Sherburne Co. sheriffs 
are always invited to attend in order to provide reports on what’s been 
happening in the area.

The CVBC encourages businesses to join the organization to get 
to know their business network and welcomes them to sign up to have 
their place of business either host a CVBC quarterly meeting or a Good 
Morning Clear Valley event. Good Morning Clear Valley was initiated 

to help local businesses 
get to know each other 
better and provide 
more opportunities to 
network. Companies 
can sign up to host a 
breakfast (or appetizers 
after hours) and high-
light what they do at 
their own business. 

The CVBC’s big-
gest event has been its 
Explore Clearwater/
Clear Lake Business 
Expo, which is held 
annually in the spring. 
Now in its 4th year, 
it was begun to pro-
mote shopping local 

and encourage the community to meet and get to know local business 
owners and what they have to offer.

The expo features giveaways and prizes, and businesses promote 
themselves as well as any positions they may be hiring for. A repre-
sentative from CVBC is also in attendance for anyone with questions 
on the organization.

The expo is held in conjunction with the Clearwater American 
Legion’s monthly made-to-order breakfast to help build traffic for both 
events.

New CVBC initiative this year has been the reintroduction of 
‘Music in the Park’ to Clearwater, which the organization will be host-
ing. The goal is to have two to three performances this year and then 
request feedback from the community. The first event is tentatively 
scheduled for the end of May.

Now in its 13th year, the CVBC has partnered with the Patriot to 
create the annual Clearwater/Clear Lake Bridge Community Guide. 
Along with local feature stories, businesses and organizations are 
given the opportunity to advertise what they have to offer residents, 
and paid CVBC members are listed in the guide’s full-page CVBC 
advertisement.

The publication is distributed each spring to all Clearwater and 
Clear Lake residents as well as public offices. Additional copies are 

By Penny Leuthard, Staff Writer

CVBC Continued on Page 23
NOW HIRING:

Starting pay $13 and up for awake hours FT & PT with 
afternoon/evening shifts. Asleep overnights $10/hr. 
Experience working with people with disabilities or 

background in medical field and supervisory experience 
helpful but not necessary. 

We believe that all people have the right to live and work 
in an environment which pro-vides them with pride, self-
respect, friend-ships, and the opportunity to achieve 
success while realizing that success is defined differently 
for everyone. We feel that our job is to offer friendship, 
security, and guidance to those we serve.

To apply online visit:
wwwwww..ddiivviinneehhoouussee..oorrgg

oorr  ccaallll::  ((332200))  223311--22773388
328 SW 5th Street, Willmar, MN 56201
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CLEAR VALLEY BUSINESS CONNECTIONS hosts the Explore 
Clearwater/Clear Lake Business Expo each spring to promote shopping 
local and encourage the community to meet and get to know local busi-
ness owners and what they have to offer. (Photo by Penny Leuthard).

Care Medical Supply, Inc.
Home Health Equipment & Supplies

• Lift Chairs • Hospital Beds 
• Wheelchairs • Crutches • Canes 
• Bathroom Aids/Safety 
• Incontinence Supplies 
• Diapers, Pull Ups, Pads & Chux 
• Ostomy Supplies
• Compression Stockings
1000 S. Benton Dr. Suite 418, Sauk Rapids

(Across from Great Northern Freight)
320-251-8261

1-800-638-7135

Delivery 
Available

CVBC continues its mission to build a strong business 
community in your hometown
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Now TWO Locations to Better Serve You:
29 Lake Street South, Big Lake, MN 55309

1700 Technology Dr., Willmar, MN 56201

• PC Troubleshooting 
  & Repair
• Upgrades & New 
  System Sales
• Preventative  
  Maintenance
• Networking

for all your computer needs
CALL: 763-263-7070

www.datasuccessinc.com
info@datasuccessinc.com

On-site PC Sales & Service For Home & Business

Owned & operated by the Dingmann Family

Clear Lake
320-743-2204

Becker
763-262-1454

FUNERALS • CREMATION
PREPLANNING

www.williamsdingmann.com

CVBC Continued from Page 22
available by request.

Serving on the 2021 CVBC board are President Glenna 
Soenneker, Mary Kay, Vice President Lori Johnson, Root of Wellness, 
Secretary Jenny Massmann, American Heritage Bank, Social Media 
and Co-Secretary Alyx Johnson, Johnson Materials, Treasurer Eron 
Bordson, Clearwater Family Chiropractic, and board members Angie 
Simon, Lake Central Bank, Jean Schermer, Lake Central Bank, and 
Roger Maleska, MN Wearables. 

Businesses interested in more information or joining the CVBC 
are encouraged to contact Glenna Soenneker at gsoenneker@gmail.
com or Jenny Massmann at JennyM@logbank.com.

“Please patronize and support your local businesses,” said VP Lori 
Johnson. “We’re the ones who are there for the community and support 
the schools, organizations, and events in return.”

75
YRS IN BUSINESS

St. Cloud Sewing Center
320-251-6540 • 888-251-6540

3603 W. Division, St. Cloud • scsewing@cloudnet.com
Hours: M-F 9-6, Sat 9-4

Sales & Service on All Brands

COME & SEE 
SPECIALS 

ON QUILTERS!

We have sand, gravel, fieldstone,
washed rock & granite products
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Clearwater Organizations:
Clear Valley Business Connections:
Meeting quarterly on the 2nd Thursday of the month 
from 11:30 am -1:00 pm at various locations.
Glenna Soenneker, President, 320-267-4361
Clearvalleybc@gmail.com

Clearwater American Legion Post 323 and Auxiliary:
505 Pine St., Clearwater, MN
Tel: 320-558-6627  •  www.clearwaterlegion.org
Meeting 2nd Thurs of each month at 7:30 pm 
Legion Auxiliary meets 2nd Thurs each month at 6:30 pm 
Sons of American Legion meets 2nd Thurs. of each month   
at 7 pm
American Legion Riders meets 1st Monday at 7 pm 
All former military members are welcome to join our Clearwater 
American Legion Post 323 support organization. If you were not in 
the military, you are still more than welcome to help keep the legion 
going. Women who would like to support can join our American 
Legion Auxiliary Unit at 323, and Sons of American Legion invites 
sons of military members to join and become a member.
 

Clearwater Community Choir:
A non-audition choir. Everyone is welcome.
Contact Carol Mason 612-812-8065

Community Organizations
 

Clearwater Fire and Rescue Auxiliary:
The Clearwater Fire & Rescue Auxiliary is made up of the spouses 
or significant others of the Clearwater Fire Department Firefighters. 
Meetings are held the first Monday of every even month.
President Megan Wandersee

Clearwater Masonic Lodge No. 28:
205 Oak Street, Clearwater, MN
Meeting Time: 7:30 pm, 1st & 3rd Saturdays (Sept-June)
www.clearwater28.com
 

Cloverleaf Chapter 128 Order of the Eastern Star of MN:
205 Oak Street, Clearwater, MN
Meeting Time: 7:30 pm, 2nd & 4th Wed. (excluding Jan. & Feb.)

County Line Squares - Square dancing club
Abe Maier, 320-558-6386
Square dances held at Monticello Middle School on the second and 
fifth Fridays of each month (Sept. - May). All are welcome, from 
beginners to advanced.
Countrylinesquares.com

Lions Club of Clearwater:
P.O. Box 231, Clearwater, MN 55320
President: Al Zabinski, 320-293-7212
Business Meeting 2nd Tuesday of the month 8 pm
Clearwater Lions Pavilion
Clearwater Lions supports community activities and 
organizations. We help improve the quality of life 
in Clearwater and surrounding area by: sponsoring  
Clearwater/Clear Lake area food shelf, fire/rescue 
and Camp Friendship Lions pavilion park/playground.
Our club was chartered in November 1978.
More information at:  www.clearwaterlionsmn.com
 

Silver Bullet Saddle Club:
P.O. Box 399, 	
Clearwater, MN 55320
763-691-4880
President Jeremy Scott
www.silverbulletsaddleclub.com
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LICENSE

00399 320-558-6627

505 PINE STREET, CLEARWATER
www.clearwaterlegion.org

DAILY LUNCH SPECIALS
Mon - Fri, 11-2pm

NIGHTLY DINNER SPECIALS
Beginning at 5pm

HAPPY HOUR: 
Mon - Fri: 3-6pm

LATE NIGHT HAPPY HOUR 
Fri & Sat 9-11pm

BANQUET ROOM (Seats 195) 

FOOD & LIQUOR
Hours: Mon-Thurs 11am-11pm, Fri & Sat 11am-12am. Sun 11am-9pm

PULL TAB BOOTH HOURS
    Mon-Thurs: 4 pM-10 pM
       Fri & saT: noon-10 pM
                sun: 2 pM-9 pM 

Electronic pull 
tabs available

AMERICAN LEGION
CLEARWATER

MEAT RAFFLE!  EVERY FriDaY @ 5:30pM

Open: Mon-Fri 7am - 4pm, Sat: 7am - Noon

• Decorative Rock • Landscape & Drainage Supplies • Screened Topsoil & Garden Mix  • Wood 
Mulches & Chips • All Types of Driveway Aggregates • Synthetic Turf Products • Fieldstone Boulders 
& Steps • Natural Quarry Stone Products • Rubber Mulches & Landscape Products• Play/Volleyball 

Mason Sand • Concrete & Asphalt Recycling • Trucking & Skid Loader Services
Clip this ad & save $20 off your purchase of$100 or more!Clip this ad & save $20 off your purchase of$100 or more!

Expires 12/30/21

Organizations continued on page 25



The 2021 Clearwater/Clear Lake Bridge Community Guide...  Page 25

Community Organizations

WWW.STEILINS.COM

Sunset Ridge Ranch
A full service training facility established in 1994, operated year 
round. Conveniently located near Clearwater in central Minnesota, 
just 20 minutes from St. Cloud and 45 minutes from the Twin Cities. 
From untrained to a finished discipline, honesty, hard work and 
commitment are the foundation for the horses entrusted to us. For 
information on lessons, training or boarding call 320-558-2980.

Young at Heart:
Rejoice Lutheran Church
1155 Cty. Road 75, Clearwater
320-558-6851
3rd Thursday of every month for cards. 10:30 am - lunch at noon 
followed by entertainment or a program. Suggested donation $5.00.

Clear Lake Organizations:
Clear Lake Lions:
P.O. Box 127, Clear Lake, MN 55319
Meeting on 1st & 3rd Tuesday of the month at 7:30 pm, 
4180 105th Ave., Clear Lake.
The Clear Lake Lions Club was formed in 1973 by 26 community 
oriented individuals. Today, the Clear Lake Lions Club is a local 
community service organization whose members are part of The 
International Association of Lions Clubs, the largest service orga-
nization in the world. The Lions motto is “We Serve”. Our mission 
is to serve the needs of our local community through several volun-
teer projects. 
Please contact any Lions member or one of the officers listed on our 
website. www.clearlakelionsmn.org
 

Clear Lake Lionesses:
The Clear Lake Lionesses is a non-profit organization of women 
who support the people of the local area. Our goals include commu-
nity benefit by aid to the ill, handicapped and financially stressed. 
We have monthly meetings from March thru November.
For more information please call 320-743-3534.

• Lessons • Training
• Boarding

   Minnesota Horse Council Certified Stable

Established in 1994 and operates year 
round with a heated arena. Honesty, 
hard work and commitment are the foun-
dation for the horses entrusted to us.

 Sunset Ridge Ranch

Clearwater, MN • 320.558.2980
info@sunsetridgeranch.com
www.sunsetridgeranch.com
18036 Co Rd 145, South Haven, MN 55382

“A full service 
facility with the 
horse in mind”

CMAB
Central MN Arts Board

Investing In The Arts
throughout Benton, Sherburne, 

Stearns & Wright Counties

Find out more at www.centralmnartsboard.org
1-866-825-1471 | 320-968-4290

Providing Grants & Professional Development 
to Arts and Community Organizations,  
Schools, Government units and Individuals
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Clearwater firefighters are more mobile 
and more comfortable on scene after receiving 
new, lightweight turnout gear.

The department used CARES Act funds 
for the purchase, which included 25 sets of 
coats, pants, and boots. New helmets were also 
purchased.

Prior to receiving the new gear, firefighters 
had been wearing jumpsuits to medical calls 
where they didn’t need as much protection, 
however they were hard to get into quickly. 

The new coats and pants are constructed 
of the same protective outer shell but don’t 
include all of the inside layers traditional fire-
fighting turnout gear is made of. They’re safe 
to wear in all situations with the exception of 
structural fires; during those calls the firefight-
ers will wear their original heavyweight gear.

The new coats are longer for added protec-
tion, include all the reflective elements required, 
and are personalized on the backs with each 
firefighter’s last name for easy identification. 
Along with allowing firefighters to be more 
mobile and less burdened down with weight, 
the coats and pants can be easily washed and 
dried, a task that is much more difficult with 
traditional turnout gear.

The newly purchased helmets are also an 
upgrade. The front of each is personalized with 
firefighters’ names and they’re colored coded; 

firefighters wear a specific color depending 
on their rank in the department. Both of these 
features allow for quick identification during 
stressful situations where every minute counts. 

As an added bonus, the new helmets’ pro-
tective visors tuck up inside them, a money-sav-
ing feature over the old helmets, which flipped 
up over the top.

“These helmets cost more up front but will 
be cheaper in the long run,” said Fire Chief Ryan 
Pridgeon. “The visors on the old helmets often 
get broken when they’re flipped up, and they’re 
expensive to replace.”

Total cost of the new protective gear was 
$33,000. The fire department used their $30,000 
of CARES Act funds for the purchase. The rest 
of the money was provided by Clearwater Twp., 
which donated the $3,000 they had left over 
from their own CARES Act funds.

The Clearwater Fire Dept. is always look-
ing for firefighters. Anyone who would like to 
apply is encouraged to stop by city hall to pick 
up an application.

Clearwater Fire Dept. receives lightweight turnout gear
By Penny Leuthard, Staff Writer

FIRE CHIEF RYAN PRIDGEON dons 
one of the new turnout gear sets pur-
chased by the Clearwater Fire Dept. 
with CARES Act funds. (Photo by Penny 
Leuthard)
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Chaos In 
clearwater 
demo derby

Friday, June 25, 6PM
Saturday, June 26, 6PM

Dance following featuring Radio Nation

BEER 
GARDENS

Sponsored by 
Clearwater Lions

41st Annual 
Clearwater Rodeo

Friday, 
August 20, 7PM

Saturday, 
August 21, 6PM

Sunday, August 22, 2PM

Rodeo dance following 
featuring Radio Nation

Rodeo dance following with 
band Drop Tailgate

Kids Day, Noon – 2pm
Sponsored by: Bernatello’s Foods, Bernick’s Beverages & Vending, Boot 

Shack, Brickyard Bar & Grill, Bronson Electric, Bud Light, 98 Country, Clear 
Lake Lions, Clearwater American Legion, Clearwater Lions, Clearwater Travel 
Plaza, LG Seeds, Mathison Motors, Northridge Express, Woodline Sawmills

Visit www.silverbulletsaddleclub.com for up-to-date information on the rodeo & demo derby

Sponsored by:

Hrs: Mon: 11am - 9:30pm, 
Tues: CLOSED, 

Wed -Sun: 11am - 9:30pm
9301 Cedar Street

Monticello

763-295-8300

Monticello China Buffet

LUNCH 
   $1 OFF w/1 Adult

Limit one coupon per person. 
Must present coupon. Dine in only. 

Cannot be combined with other offers 
or senior discount. No Sundays
Exp. 9-30-21  Hrs. 11am-4pm

Monticello China Buffet

DINNER
   $2 OFFw/2 Adults

Limit one coupon per person. 
Must present coupon. Dine in only. 

Cannot be combined with other offers 
or senior discount. No Sundays
Exp. 9-30-21  Hrs. 4pm-9:30pm

ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT
Excellent Daily Buffet

Dine-in, Take-out

GRILL
BAR &
SUSHI 
BAR 

available



PARTICIPANTS IN THE CLEARWATER LEGION RIDERS Homeless Vets Run gather outside the St. Francis Legion last year. 
(Submitted Photo)
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petting zoo bird house silo slide

pony ridesmini golf bounce barn

maze

57645 State Hwy 55 Eden Valley, MN
320.453.6901   |  amazenfarmyard.com

Like Us on Facebook

fun
for your whole

family
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Felicia Doyle
320-492-5033

Mary McGowan
320-250-7402

We strive to inform and empower our patients 
to live a healthy, well-balanced life. Our women’s 
health services range from prevention, obstetrics 
and infertility care to breast health, abnormal 
periods, menopause and more.

To learn more, go to stellishealth.com or call 
763.271.3800.

 

stellishealth.com

 We specialize in you.

Complete Women’s Healthcare
Family Medicine, Nurse Midwives & OB/GYN

Get Back to the Top
SPINE CARE

320-259-4100       
StCloudOrthopedics.com

Ask for

3315 Roosevelt Rd.  
St. Cloud, MN 56301

1901 Connecticut Ave S. 
Sartell, MN 56377

320-259-4100       
StCloudOrthopedics.com

We know life is meant to be actively enjoyed. 
That’s why we’re so dedicated to helping you 
move with ease once again. For expert 
treatment options from people who truly 
care, ask for St. Cloud Orthopedics.

THE NEW CLEAR LAKE TWP. HALL opened their doors to 
their first meeting in November. The address is 7938 116th St. 
SE in Clear Lake. Final touches to the building and grounds were 
to be completed over the next several months. Below, members 
of the American Legion raised a flag upon its grand opening(-
Submitted Photos).



County Info
Sherburne County Government Center:
13880 Business Center Drive, N.W.
Elk River, MN 55330-4601
763-765-3000
800-433-5228
www.co.sherburne.mn.us
Sherburne County Sheriff
non-emergency number:
763-765-3500
800-433-5245
Veterans Services:
763-765-3100
800-433-5243

Stearns County Government Center:
705 Courthouse Square
St. Cloud, MN 56303-4701
320-656-3600
www.co.stearns.mn.us
Stearns County Sheriff 
non-emergency number:
320-259-3700

Wright County Government Center:
10 2nd Street N.W., Buffalo, MN 55313
 763-682-3900 • 800-362-3667
www.co.wright.mn.us
Wright County Sheriff non-emergency number:
763-682-1162
Veterans Services:  763-682-7325
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HOME
CONSTRUCTION

LOANS FROM A BANK THAT
WILL KEEP YOU SMILING!

Sherburne
State Bank

Residential New Construction • Home 
Additions • FHA • Remodels • Refinancing 

• Land Loans • VA • USDA Rural 
Development Loans

From first home buyers to second homes to 
remodels or the home addition – we have the 
loan program to get you financed. No money 

down options available.

MICHELLE ANDERSON
763-271-7178

manderson@sherburnestatebank.com
NMLS# 739964

TANYA DANIELSON
763-262-2309

tdanielson@sherburnestatebank.com
NMLS# 509843

Three locations to serve you…
Becker Branch

1122550000  SSHHEERRBBUURRNNEE  AAVVEE  ••  776633--226611--44220000

P rinceton Branch
113366  NN  RRUUMM  RRIIVVEERR  DDRR  ••  776633--338899--44009999

Monticello Branch
11220000  SSTTAATTEE  HHWWYY  2255  SS  ••  776633--227711--77117777

WWWWWW..SSHHEERRBBUURRNNEESSTTAATTEEBBAANNKK..CCOOMM

Sherburne State Bank CWG19.qxp_Layout 1  5/1/19  8:38 AM  Page 1

Hospitals
CentraCare Monticello Hospital:
1013 Hart Boulevard, Monticello, MN 55362
763-295-2945 www.centracare.com

St. Cloud Hospital:
1406 Sixth Avenue N, St. Cloud, MN 56303
320-251-2700 www.centracare.com
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Clearwater Fire  & Rescue Department
    The Clearwater Fire & Rescue Department is here to serve and 
protect both life and property of the citizens and visitors of the City 
of Clearwater and Lynden and Clearwater townships.
	 The Clearwater Fire & Rescue Department is structured with a 
chief, assistant chief, two captains, four lieutenants and 24 fire-
fighters.  Many of our fire fighters are able to respond during the 
day due to the flexibility of their employers.  Several members 
live in the townships and carry medical bags and AEDs in their 
vehicles.  This improves our flexibility, shortens our response 
time and has saved lives.
	 The Clearwater Fire & Rescue Department 
is prepared to respond to emergency calls 24 
hours a day, 365 days a year. In addition to 
fire suppression, the department provides first 
responder emergency medical services, vehi-

cle accident extrication as well as water/ice rescue service. 
	 Additionally, many members of our department possess a vari-
ety of specialty training so that we may provide the best possible 
response to the many emergencies that we are called for. We 
have personnel trained in fire investigation, hazardous materials 
response and mitigation, etc. 
	 Please ‘friend’ us on our Facebook (Clearwater Fire & Rescue, 
MN) page to see what the Clearwater Fire Department is all about 
and what we do to be prepared to service our community. 

Fire Departments

Fire 
Prevention 

Week
October 
3-9, 2021

MINNeSOTA 

SENIOR LINKAGE LINE 

SUPPORT FOR OLDER ADULTS 
DURING COVID-19 

COVI0-19 has exacerbated needs of older 
adults. Senior LinkAge Line® connects older 
adults and caregivers to essential services   

and supports during the pandemic. 

800-333-2433
••••••••••••••••••••• 

Senior LinkAge Line® Connects Older Adults to: 
o Meals, Grocery, and Prescription Drug Delivery
o Technology Support and Device Lending Libraries
o Virtual Wellness Classes
o Phone Reassurance and Companionship
o Home Maintenance and Chores
o And More!
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Fire Departments

2021 CLEAR LAKE FIREFIGHTERS. Front row, left to right: FF Ben Goenner, FF Regan Johnson, FF Kari Mechtel, FF Jill 
Lietha, FF Kiel Golly, FF Jason Foradory, FF Travis Malikowski, FF Tyler Marklowitz. Middle row, left to right: FF Logan Draack, 
Asst. Chief Craig Miller, Captain Colleen Knafla, FF Branden Weis. Back row, left to right: FF Weston Ludwig, FF Nathan Legatt, 
FF Mathew Davis, Asst. Chief Chad McKay, Fire Chief Ron Koren, Captain Chad Koren, Lieutenant Ryan Leaders, Lieutenant Chad 
Nelson, Lieutenant Ryan Peterson, Captain, Matt Lunser, Asst. Chief Barry Schuldt, FF Jamie Carr, FF Ross Imholte. Not pictured: 
Captain Kevin Lietha, FF Harvey Doble, FF Barb Rucks.

The Clear Lake Fire Department was established in 1899. Located at 8670 1st Ave West, – 320-743-5638.
Clear Lake Fire Department also operates out of our Station 2 located in Palmer, MN.  Having this second station allows us to provide 
faster coverage to all of our coverage area.

  THE CLEAR LAKE Fire Dept’s mascot, Leo the 
Firefighting Dog. (Submitted Photo)

MARSHALL KAPROTH gets a hand down after his fire truck 
ride during the Clear Lake Fire Dept.’s open house in October of 2019. 
(Photo by Penny Leuthard)

Clear Lake Fire Department



Clearwater:
June 25-26 - Demo Derby at the Clearwater Rodeo grounds
www.silverbulletsaddleclub.com - 6pm

July - Veteran, Customer, and Employee Appreciation Day - 
Annual Patio Party, Nelson Bros. Clearwater Travel Plaza.

July - Rejoice Lutheran Church Vacation Bible School 6 to 8:30 
pm 320-558-6851

August - Clearwater Legion Homeless Vets Run

August - Clearwater Fire Department Open House

August - Church of St. Luke’s Vacation Bible School presents 
Mighty Fortress...In Jesus the Victory is Won! Pre-school age 4 – 
6th grade, 6 to 8:30 pm.

August 20-22, 2021 - 40th Annual Clearwater Rodeo Presented 
by the Silver Bullet Saddle Club at the Clearwater Rodeo grounds
www.silverbulletsaddleclub.com

August - Tri County Alliance Church Vacation Bible School. 
“The Greatest Show.” Call or email to register 320-558-2750 
-  teachurch@frontiernet.net

August - Church of St. Luke’s Parish Festival.  10 am Mass 
with praise and worship music, pork chop dinner, lots of fun for 
everyone. Festival concludes with the 4 pm raffle. 320-558-2124.

September - Golf for Hope 
www.clearwatertravelplaza.com

September - Rejoice Lutheran Church Lutefisk and Swedish 
Meatball Dinner Fall Festival. Watch for more details or call 
320-558-6851.

October - Walk for Hope 
www.clearwatertravelplaza.com

December - Kids Christmas Party & Toys For Tots - Clearwater 
Legion

December - Santa on the fire truck/Clearwater Fire Auxiliary. 
Christmas Central, Clearwater Legion

Clear Lake:
June - St. Marcus Church Maker Fun Factory Vacation Bible 
School, Clear Lake. Ages Pre-K through 5th grade, 9 am to Noon.

October - Clear Lake Fire Department Open House

LOCAL AREA EVENTS

July - Wright County Fair - Howard Lake www.wrightcounty-
fair.org

September 11, 2021 - Palmer Day - Always the Saturday after 
Labor Day. 
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Community Events

Fertilization, Core Aeration and guaranteed control of –

“Helping Central Minnesota
Grow Healthy Lawns Since 1985”

• Weeds • Crabgrass • Grub Worms • Mosquitoes
• Ants, Ticks, Spiders • Emerald Ash Borer  

www.totallawncare.us 320-685-4131* Free Estimates *

120 Division St, Sauk Rapids, MN 56379

•• ••  •• •• •• BRING IN THIS AD FOR 10%% OFF• • •  EXPIRES AUG. 31, 2021 •• •• •• •• ••

Americana 
& Outdoor 

Décor

320-251-FLAG

Find us on
@theflagstoremn
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WWW.STCLOUDHRA.COM

Garage, Heat,
Water/Sewer & Trash

Included in Rent

• 1 BR - $605 • FREE Wi-Fi
• Heat, Electric & A/C
•  Controlled Entrance
w/Video Surveillance

• Elevator & Ramp
• Screened Patio
• Community Room
• Section 8 Welcome

•  2 BR $659, 3 BR $824
•  Controlled Entrance
•  w/Video Surveillance
•  Section 8 Welcome
•  Patio/Deck • D/W
•  Microwave

Small Pets 
allowed in all 
Apartments!

RIVERSIDE APARTMENTS
Senior Apartment Community 55+

101 RIVERSIDE DR SE, ST. CLOUD, MN

WESTWOOD VILLAGE APARTMENTS
SAVANNA AVE, ST. CLOUD, MN

PLEase CALL JOYCE 320- 252-0880

BEAUTIFUL APARTMENT LIVING
AT A PRICE YOU CAN AFFORD

BEAUTIFUL APARTMENT LIVING
AT A PRICE YOU CAN AFFORD

St. Cloud HRA CG19.qxp_Layout 1  1/21/19  10:06 AM  Page 1

The Clearwater Lions support
many community activities and organizations.

Monthly Meetings the 2nd Tuesday of each month
7 pm at the Clearwater Lions Pavilion–1100 CR. 75

SEPTEMBER - MAY
• Bingo every Tuesday evening @ 6:30pm

• Meat Raffles 1st & 3rd Saturday of each month
2pm at the Corner Bar in Clearwater

Better Your Community – Take The Next Step
 Call Al Zabinski 320-293-7212
www.clearwaterlionsmn.com

• Clearwater/Clear Lake Area Food Shelf
• Camp Friendship – Lions Pavilion Park/Playground

• Heritage Days
• Ditch Cleanup
• Clearwater Rodeo

• Clearwater Fire & Rescue
• Local Scholarships
• Helping People in Need

Make A Difference.
Become A Lion

License# 02167001



Township Information
Lynden Township:
Township Hall
21367 Cty. Road 44, Clearwater
320-774-8507 (leave message)
email: clerk@lyndentownship.net
website: www.lyndentownship.net

Township Supervisors
	
Chairman: Dave Johnson		  320-558-4649
dave.johnson@lyndentownship.net 

Supervisor: Tom Plaggerman		 320-266-1561
tom.plaggerman@lyndentownship.net
 
Supervisor: Dennis Niemi	 320-266-4867
dennis.niemi@lyndentownship.net
 
Township Clerk: Jenny Schmidt	 320-774-8507

Deputy Clerk: Kelli Schuh

Township Treasurer: Jean Schermer	 320-241-2738

Deputy Treasurer: Dan Torgerson	

Palmer Township:
Township Hall
4180 105th Ave, Clear Lake	
320-743-2100

Office Hours: Wednesdays 8 am - 4 pm
Phone: 320-743-2100
Fax: 320-743-2100
email: palmertwp@gmail.com
website: palmertownshipmn.org

Township Supervisors:
Mike Ganz			   320-743-3479
Richard Larson			   320-743-5320
Steve Demeules			   320-743-4749

Township Clerk:
Amy Bragelman			   320-743-2100

Township Treasurer:
Roger Johnson			   320-743-2792

Palmer Park Pavilion Rental Information, call the Township Hall.
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Clear Lake Township:
Township Hall
Located in Clear Lake City Hall
email: clearlaketwp@hotmail.com
website: www.ClearLakeTownship.org

Chairman: Gary Gray		  cltwpchair@hotmail.com
Vice Chair: Bud Stimmler		  cltwpvicechair@hotmail.com
Supervisor: Ross Imholte		  cltwpsupervisorross@hotmail.com
Treasurer:  Paul Goenner		  cltwptreasurer@hotmail.com
Clerk: Peggy Berger 		  clearlaketwp@hotmail.com
Deputy Clerk: Gary Anderson	 cltwpdeputy@hotmail.com
Roads/Public Works: T. Vander Eyk	 cltwproads@hotmail.com	

Monthly township board meetings are the 3rd Tuesday of each month, 7 
pm, Clear Lake Township Hall. To request an agenda item, email 
clearlaketwp@hotmail.com

Clearwater Township:
Township Hall
15015 Hwy 24, Clearwater 
320-558-4011
email: clearwatertwp@frontiernet.net
website: www.clearwatertownship.org

Officers: 
Chairman: John Notsch 		   
Vice Chair: Scott Miller		  i94auto@aol.com             
Supervisor: Rose Thelen		  rosethelen@frontiernet.net
Clerk: Jean Just			   clearwatertwp@frontiernet.net                   
Treasurer: Cassie Kenning

Briggs Lake Chain Association:
Website: briggslakechainassociation.com

Briggs Lake Board Members

Brad Kipp, President, Adele Munsterman, VP, Debbie Stacey, 
Secretary, Diane Tiegs, Treasurer, Rosalie Musachio, Past 
President, Debbie Affeldt, Cheryl Larson, Lynn Miller, Roger 
Miller, Pamela Simonson, Scott Ruiter, Wayne Smith, Karen Jones, 
Margret Macaulay.

Elk
Debbie Stacey
Debbie Affeldt
Wayne Smith
Margaret Macaulay

Julia
Lynn Miller
Roger Miller
Pamela Simonson
Karen Jones

Rush
Adele Munsterman
Scott Ruiter

MANY OF CLEARVIEW’S TEACHERS AND STAFF held 
homemade signs during a parade in their annual end-of-the-year 
sendoff, telling students they were missed and wishing them well. 
(Photo by Penny Leuthard)

There are things 
about growing up 
in a small town that 
you can’t necessarily 
quantify.
— Brandon Routh
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Formerly Milaca Golf

Open to the public since 1956

320-983-2110 • Stonesthrowgolf.com

Milaca, MN

Visit our beautiful 18 hole regulation length golf course

THE KETTLE IN CLEARWATER permanently closed their 
doors in February due to the COVID-19 pandemic, state 
restrictions and lack of employees. (Submitted Photo). TCA’S LIVE NATIVITY brought the true meaning of 

Christmas to Clearwater last Christmas. (Photo by Penny 
Leuthard)

CLEARWATER LIBRARY ASSISTANT TERA FOGAL with 
some of their Winter Reading Program prizes from January’s 
Winter Reading Program. (Photo by Penny Leuthard)
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CAREER OPPORTUNITIES 

 Direct Support Staff 
 Operations Program Director 
 Mental Health Specialist 
 Mental Health Program Director 

 
Dungarvin has Residential Homes across the St. Cloud Area with 
positions are available in Foley, Monticello, Clear Lake and Sauk 

Rapids! 
 

We have weekly hiring events! 
 

Not from Around here? We have opportunities across MN from Grand Rapids to 
Rochester along with 13 other states.  Visit our career page to find out more about 

positions close to you ! 

Do you desire to makes someone smile 
each day?   

Do you have a passion to engage others ?  
Are you searching for purposeful work 
with opportunities to grow within the 

company?   

Join Our Team! 
Take the first step towards enjoying your journey! 
Apply online today: www.dungarvincareers.com 

 
   
651-699-6050 
 
  www.facebook.com/dungarvin 
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CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
• Direct Support Staff
• Mental Health Specialist
...plus many other opportunities!

Dungarvin has Residential Homes across the St. 
Cloud Area with positions available in Foley, 

Monticello, Clear Lake and Sauk Rapids!
Not from around here? We have opportunities 
across MN from Grand Rapids to Rochester 

along with 13 other states. Visit our career page 
to find out more about positions close to you!

Join Our Team!
Take the first step towards enjoying your 

journey!Apply online today: 
www.dungarvincareers.com

651-699-6050
www.facebook.com/dungarvin

tiffany@mcdowallce.com
320.250.7084 • Becker, MN

McDowall Custom Embroidery offers 
printing and decorating services. We are a 
woman-owned and certified small 
business in Becker, Minnesota. 
McDowall Custom Embroidery offers 
embroidered and screen-printed clothing 
and accessories such as jackets, shirts, 
sweatshirts, pants, hats, gloves, bags, and 
blankets to companies, groups, and 
individuals. We are your advertising 
specialist supplying all printing and 
promotional products as well. We look 
forward to helping you advertise your business!

NEED SCREEN PRINTING? 
VINYL DECALS?
EMBROIDERY?
PROMOTIONAL PRODUCTS?

Tiffany McDowall
Owner

Tiffany McDowall
Owner

MEMBERS OF 
CLEARWATER 
SONS OF THE 
AMERICAN 
LEGION and 
other volun-
teers collected 
donations for 
Clear Valley 
Toys for Tots 
last December. 
(Photo by Penny 
Leuthard)

People in small towns — much more 
than in cities — share a destiny.
— Richard Russo

SERVING THE ENTIRE METRO & SURROUNDING AREAS SINCE 1967

www.c-sblacktopping.com

763-428-2225
Free Estimates
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Garage Doors • Garage Door Service & Repairs
Garage Screen Doors • Garage Door Openers & Accessories

www.americandoorworks.com 320-253-1310

American Door Works is Central MN leading provider of residential and commercial overhead
doors and openers since 1972. Let us show you how to enhance the style and security of

your home. You will see why we say “It’s so much more than a garage door”
CT-0000397769



More than a year into the 
pandemic, the “open” sign 
in countless online and retail 
storefronts has evolved into a 
universal symbol of the grit 
of small businesses. Tenacious 
entrepreneurs nationwide made 
a way to stay open in spite of 
all the obstacles.

As part of an effort to 
amplify these inspiring stories, 
Wells Fargo has commissioned 
three artists to design custom 
“open” signs for businesses that 
persevered and is also pointing 
entrepreneurs to resources that 
can help.

Dedicated to showcasing 

women and diverse voices, 
illustrator and graphic designer 
Sophia Yeshi, is paired with 
Roxtography, a woman-owned 
business based near the Colville 
Reservation, outside of Seattle. 
Owner Roxanne Best shift-
ed from in-person yoga and 
photography classes to out-
door stand-up paddleboarding 
classes and photography that 
embodies her love of nature.

Precision Productions, 
a new rental music stu-
dio, was just about to open 
its doors when the pandemic 
hit. Optimistic owner Kasey 
Phillips, who hails from 
Trinidad and Tobago, pivot-
ed to a hybrid in-person and 
virtual studio model, never 
wavering from his plan to 
expand the music scene and 
own his first studio. Taking 
cues from music while paying 
homage to Phillips’s Caribbean 
roots, Korean-born illustrator 
Deborah Lee, known for her 
use of bold, vivid colors, is 
interpreting how Precision 
Productions made a way to 
stay open.

“As an artist, it was 
rewarding to support not just a 
small business that stayed open 
in tough economic conditions, 
but one that’s a platform for 
creativity,” says Lee.

Writer, illustrator, visual 
artist and community organizer 
Gabriela Alemán has a passion 
for helping combat food inse-
curity. With her comics and 
pop art aesthetic, she’s working 
to bring the mission of PREP 
Atlanta to life, which focuses 
on offering diverse food truck 
owners and caterers access to 
a commercial kitchen. During 
the pandemic, PREP Atlanta 
was a venue for keeping the 
city’s restaurant and food 
industry afloat, including for 
many Black-owned business-
es. Aleman will combine her 
art with a shared dedication to 
feeding the community as she 
depicts PREP Atlanta’s grit.

This project comes on 
the heels of the July 2020 
announcement of the Wells 
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No Other Garage Door Opener 
Opens Your World Like a LiftMaster.® 

Lift Master 

LiftMaster®8550W DC 
Belt Drive Garage Door Opener 

With Wi-Fi Built In 

What garage door opener alerts you when it opens or closes with MyQ®

Technology? Gives you the ability to control it from anywhere? 
Safeguards your home with advanced security features, and powers up 
so you can access your home, even when the power is down? 
The LiftMaster® 8550W DC Belt Drive Garage Door Opener. 

PROFESSIONALLY 

I I d INSTALLED ■$490 
 
00 nc u es: 

2 Car Remotes & Keyless Entry for 7" high door 

24/7 New Hope • 763-535-0042 r:EE:l 
Service For All Your Garage Door & Opener Needs � 
WWW.CUSTOMDOORSALES.COM 

� Annandale 320-27 4-50 55 
Broken_S�ring Lift Master.Spec1allst • 

“Open” Signs Take on New Meaning for Small Business Owners

Open to Page 42

State Point
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Save even more with Geo-Thermal!
 Call & ask us how!

Call 320.253.4859   www.MechEnergy.comHEATING

PLUMBING

Call 320.253.4859 MechEnergy.com

COOLING

ELECTRIC

We believe your home should be safe, comfortable, durable                   

with continuing education and training to ensure we are offering             
the very latest in comfort solutions.

Heating, Cooling, Plumbing, & Electrical

L OC A L  P L U M B IN G  S P E C IA L IS TYour Heating, Cooling, Plumbing and Electrical experts

7

YOUR HEATING, COOLING, PLUMBING & ELECTRICAL EXPERTS

Cataract surgery is one of the more frequently performed sur-
geries in the United States. The reason for this is that it is a nor-
mal consequence of aging. The natural lens in the eye is clear 
at birth, and becomes cloudier over the years. At age 75, about 
50% of people have had cataract surgery, and most people re-
quire it during their life, but it’s not possible to predict when. 
It’s nothing to fear, it is a painless outpatient operation. If you 
are having blurry vision, you should schedule an appointment 
for evaluation. We also recommend an annual eye exam to de-
tect eye conditions before they become a problem.

320-774-3789 • www.eaofcm.com
Located in the PCI Building near TCF Bank, in District Square

Having eye problems?
Looking for answers?
We can help.
We specialize in cataracts,
glaucoma, macular degeneration, 
and more. And, yes, we do routine 
eye examinations!

Optical now 
open!
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I have over 40 years of experience
Let’s talk!

Had a work injury with a surgical 
outcome? Even if you’ve been paid 
work comp benefits, you may have 
left money on the table. 

• Landscape rock
• Class 5 gravel
• Washed sand
• Fill sand
• Black dirt

• Granite
• Ready-mix concrete
• Color concrete
• Concrete sealers
• Crushed concrete

Equal Opportunity Employer

Open to Page 42
Fargo Open for Business Fund, a rough-
ly $420 million small business recovery 
effort providing grants to nonprofits that 
serve small business owners. The fund was 
created by donating all gross processing 
fees from Paycheck Protection Program 
(PPP) loans made in 2020. The company 
has also committed not to take a profit 
from the second round of PPP. Overall, 
the Open for Business Fund is expected 
to translate into roughly $1 billion in 
available financing and 7.5 million hours 
of technical assistance for small business 

owners, helping them close the gap on rent, 
utilities and employee pay, while accessing 
expertise to adapt for the future.

To learn more about available support 
or to download an artistic “Open” sign, 
entrepreneurs can visit wellsfargo.com/
together.

“Today ‘open’ signs represent 
much more than they used to, embody-
ing the ingenuity required to pivot in 
this ever-evolving economy,” says Jenny 
Flores, head of Small Business Growth 
Philanthropy at Wells Fargo. “We are 

inspired every day by small business own-
ers pushing through these tough times, 
particularly those who have been hard hit. 
This effort aims to shine a light on stories 
of resilience so entrepreneurs can learn 
from each other and seek the resources 
needed to keep their dreams alive.”
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Your Hometown Newspaper Team!

14054 Bank St., Becker, MN 55308 • 763.275.0275
www.patriotnewsmn.com • production@patriotnewsmn.com

Bill Morgan
Editor/STaff Writer

Carol Hanson
Sales Manager

Kathy Nelson
Office Manager

Chris Meyer
Accountant

Heidi Hansen
Sales

Katherine Cantin
Staff Writer

Mary Nehring
Sales

For 
community news, 
local newspapers 

beat the 
internet by 3-1

Newspapers -- Still the top choice for local news!
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When the Clear Lake City 
Council meets in January, 
2021, it will be the first time in 
32 years that Bob Arnold won’t 
be there to make motions and 
participate in the decision-mak-
ing process.

Since he first ran for elec-
tion in 1988, Arnold has been 
a fixture in the City of Clear 
Lake and a popular, trusted 
member of the city council.  He 
chose not to run for re-election 
this year, as he and his wife are 
moving out of the city and into 
a new home near the Territory 
Golf Course in St. Cloud which 
better suits their needs for the 
future.

No Axe To Grind
Arnold, well regarded as 

a humble public servant with 
great listening skills, didn’t 
have a particular axe to grind 
when he first became involved.  
In fact, it was quite the oppo-
site.

“When I ran for council in 
1988, I wanted to be involved 
in what was going on in the 
city,” recalls Arnold.   “Also, 
my dad, Phil, was a previous 
mayor and council member and 
encouraged me as well.  He 
actually passed me his books!”

Thus began his career 
in local government that has 
spanned parts of five decades, 
and has been defined by a tre-
mendous amount of growth in 
the city he has lived in his 
entire life, except for a couple 
of years in the 1970’s.

Being a part of that growth 
is something that Arnold is 
grateful to have been involved 
with because of his deep affec-
tion for the city itself.  It’s also 
what he considers the most 
enjoyable aspect of his service.

“In the past 30 years the 
city has doubled its popula-
tion to over 600 people,” says 
Arnold.  “I’ve enjoyed being 
a part of the growth of the 
city that my family and I have 
called home for five genera-
tions.”

Proud Accomplishments
Arnold lists several issues 

that over the years were the 
most important to the city and 
the surrounding communities.  

Some of these include the joint 
Clear Lake-Clearwater sewage 
system, the Clear Lake Fire 
Dept. starting a substation serv-
ing the Palmer area, as well 
as the construction projects 
involving City Hall, Goenner 
Pavilion, the maintenance 
building and upgrading parks.

“While the council directed 
these efforts, it should be noted 
that the Lions and Lioness 
organizations helped to finance 
these improvements,” adds 
Arnold.

Perhaps the most import-
ant issue he worked on was the 
providing safe water for the 
residents.

“The city had such high 
nitrates in the water, it was 
necessary to find new sources 
for drinking water,” remembers 
Arnold.  “Two new wells have 
been dug since the original 
water tower was constructed in 
the late 70’s.”

Leadership
In addition to his success-

ful work on city issues, Arnold 
has always been highly regard-
ed by city staff members who 
find his style of governance to 
be truly collaborative.  When 
staff talk about his leadership, 
it is easy to understand why 
he is such a popular figure in 

the city.
“Over the years Bob has 

earned trust by being authen-
tic, displaying empathy for the 
people of his community and 
listening to his constituents,” 
says Clerk Kari Mechtel.  “All 
of them, whether he agrees 
with them or not, and he has 
always accepted his public ser-
vice as a privilege.”

Former Clerk Marilyn 
Bujalski sees some of the 
same attributes that have led to 
Arnold’s success.

“I had the pleasure of serv-
ing as city clerk and working 
with Bob as a city councilman 
for many years,” says Bujalski.  
“Bob always made decisions 
based on what would be in the 
best interest of the residents of 
the City of Clear Lake.” 

While city staff think high-
ly of Arnold, his colleagues on 
the council also heap praise on 
the man, as he has served as a 
living, walking encyclopedia of 
the history of the city, its peo-
ple and the entire community.

“Experience and knowl-
edge of past events in the city 
are important and we have been 
fortunate enough to have Bob 
contribute these assets the past 
32 years,” says former Mayor 
Bill Kiffmeyer.

Current Mayor Tim 
Goenner has an appreciation 
for Arnold’s demeanor, as well 
as his dedication to the city.

“It has always been clear to 
me that Bob loved our city, he 
took his role as council mem-
ber and acting mayor seriously, 
and he did what he believed 
was right,” says Goenner.

Not Always 
a Bed of Roses 
While Arnold says there 

were many positive aspects to 
being on council, there were 
some rough patches as well.

“Several times over the 
years it was necessary to do the 
unpopular task of raising taxes 
to pay for water and sewer 
improvements,” says Arnold, 
who thinks that keeping an 
open mind and listening are 
two important factors to suc-
cess.  

“Many of these improve-
ments were necessary to meet 
the State of Minnesota stan-
dards for water and sewer.  
Some were in response to 
growth which is a sign of a 
healthy city.”

As he moves on to anoth-
er chapter in his life, Arnold 
demurs from speaking of his 

Bob Arnold retires after 32 years of service to Clear Lake
By Mark Kolbinger, Contributing Writer

MAYOR TIM GOENNER (L) presented outgoing council member Bob Arnold with a plaque 
last December commemorating his 32 years of service to the residents of Clear Lake. (Submitted 
Photo).

Arnold to Page 46
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BUSSE’S SEPTIC PUMPING
Call for an Appointment 320-743-2482

• Installation of Sewer Systems
• Sewer Inspection & Design • Septic Pumping

& Repairs • Bobcat & Backhoe Work

SEPTIC PUMPING
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BUSSE’S SEPTIC PUMPING
Call for an Appointment 320-743-2482

• Installation of Sewer Systems
• Sewer Inspection & Design • Septic Pumping

& Repairs • Bobcat & Backhoe Work

SEPTIC PUMPING

Terry & Angela Busse

The Grass Is Always Greener Over The Septic TankThe Grass Is Always Greener Over The Septic Tank
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Arnold from Page 44
legacy, but does hope that he 
has worked well with others 
and made the city a better 
place.

“I would like people to 
look back over the past 32 years 
and be able to say they had a 
council that was approachable, 
listened, and considered the 
needs of all,” says Arnold.

That’s probably exactly 
what his father would have 
said as well.

In Their Own Words
Here’s what people are 

saying about the retirement of 
Bob Arnold from the CL City 
Council.

“32 years of public ser-
vice, hundreds of meetings, 
thousands of phone calls, 
countless projects and unfor-
gettable memories.  Thank you 
for everything you have done 
for me, it will never be for-
gotten, plus I will miss you 

walking into a meeting with 
just a minute to spare.  Happy 
Retirement!”  -City Clerk Kari 
Mechtel. 

“I can remember when we 
would reference past residents 
names when trying to describe 
a location within the city which 
then would confuse those who 
had no idea what we were 
talking about. Oh, the good 
old days. On any given council 
agenda you would make deci-
sions that would impact several 
generations on topics ranging 
from fire protection, budget, 
taxes, parks, rates, water qual-
ity, sewers, road…to name just 
a few.  Thank you for being 
an outstanding Acting Mayor 
to myself and to the rest of 
the community. Best wishes.” 
-Mayor Tim Goenner.

“Bob, through the 11.5 
years we served on the council, 
I appreciated the steadiness 

and wisdom you brought to 
our deliberations. That will be 
missed. Thank you for your 
service!” -Dale Powers

“He will be greatly missed 
on the city council and I sin-
cerely hope he will have a won-
derful retirement, and enjoy 
life to the fullest.”  -Marilyn 
Bujalski

“You will be missed, Bob.  
Thank you for everything you 
have done for me and the city.”  
-Public Works Director Dustin 
Luhning

“Bob, thank you for all 
of the years of service you’ve 
given to the city and the sup-
port you’ve given to the fire 
department.  The one thing 
that stands out about you was 
you were never shy about ask-
ing the questions everyone 
else was afraid to ask.  You’ll 
be missed.”  -Fire Chief Ron 
Koren

“Thank you for the years 
of dedication you have given to 
the City of Clear Lake. It has 
been a pleasure working with 
you and I wish you nothing but 
the best! Take care and enjoy 
retirement!” - Karen White.

“Thank you Bob for mak-
ing my first two years on the 
city council feel so welcoming! 
I very much appreciated that 
you were always so willing 
to explain things and help me 
when I needed history or clar-
ification on a matter. You have 
a wonderful perspective when 
working through issues or top-
ics that always takes the city’s 
residents and the future outlook 
into consideration! You will be 
missed. Enjoy your new home! 
Blessings.”  -Kristin Brandt 

BOATSWAIN’S MATE SEAMAN EVAN SAND, from Clearwater, MN, uses the ship’s binoculars to search for contacts on the 
bridge-wing of the guided-missile destroyer USS Barry (DDG 62) as the ship conducts routine underway operations in the Taiwan 
Strait. Barry is assigned to Destroyer Squadron (DESRON) 15, the Navy’s largest forward-deployed DESRON and the U.S. 7th 
Fleet’s principal surface force, forward-deployed to the U.S. 7th Fleet area of operations in support of a free and open Indo-Pacific. 
(U.S. Navy photo by Lieutenant Junior Grade Samuel Hardgrove).
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Hwy 24, Clear Lake, MN • www.mcdonaldsmeats.com
(320) 743-2311

Same Family, Same Location 
for 107 Years. 4 Generations of 
Excellence in Meat Processing.

Travis, Richard & Dave McDonald

THE 

JERKY

STOP!

 Snack Sticks • Summer Sausage • Ham • Bacon
• Braunschweiger • Homemade Wieners

Real wood
SMOKED JERKY

26 Different Varieties

WORLD FAMOUS!
Wild Rice Sausage

  FULL SERVICE MEAT COUNTER
• USDA inspected processing facility
• Custom Beef & Pork processing
• Wild Game processing
• We can smoke your Fish, Pheasants,   
   Ducks & Turkeys too!

60 Varieties of fresh from 
scratch real wood

SMOKED SAUSAGE!
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GARY  
DAGNER

Oak Realty LLP
Cell: 320-309-1739

gary@oakrealtymn.com
www.oakrealtymn.com

720 Elm Street East
Annandale, MN 55302

BANKING - INSURANCE - INVESTMENTS
www.lakecentralbank.com

Local companies keeping 
our community stronger...


