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News & 
Advertising
Deadlines
NEWS DEADLINES

With the newspaper wrap up 
occurring Wednesday evening, all 
news items submitted to run that 
Saturday must reach our office by 

Wednesday morning by 11 a.m.

SPORTS DEADLINES
Coaches and assistants are 

expected to contact our sports 
writers by Wednesday morning, 
11 a.m. at the latest to have their 

information included in that 
week’s publication.

CLASSIFIEDS DEADLINES
Information for classifieds need to 
be submitted to our staff by noon 
Wednesday to be included in that 

week’s publication of the PATRIOT.

Contact Us
LEGALS/CLASSIFIEDS/OBITS

Call 763-275-0275 
or email Kathy @ 

legals.kathy@patriotnewsmn.com

SPORTS STORIES
Call 763-275-0275 or email Bill @
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

ADVERTISING
Call 763-275-0275 

or email Mary, Carol @ 
sales.carol@patriotnewsmn.com

WEBSITE
Check out each week’s content 

@ our website: 
www.patriotnewsmn.com

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Call 763-275-0275 

or email Bill @
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

763-275-0275
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We are now 
in Palmer!

DILLON RADUNZ’S sea-
son came to end last weekend 
when the Tennessee Titans lost 
to the Cincinnati Bengals in the 
divisional round. Radunz played 
sparingly this year, but is ex-
pected to make a bigger splash 
next year. See our story on page 8.

8     I N S E RT S
•  Fo o d  P r i d e 
•  C o b o r n ’s
•  R u n n i n g s
•  B e cke r  Tr u e  Va l u e

Inside
BIG LAKE

The Big Lake City Council, Town 
Boards of Big Lake and Orrock, 

School Board and Sherburne 
County met last week for a 

community meeting. 
See the story on page 3.

COUNTY
The federal government is admin-
istering free COVID-19 at-home 
testing kits for those interested. 

See the story on page 4. 

CVBC
The Clear Valley Business 

Connection organization held their 
quarterly meeting Jan. 13. 
See the story on page 5.

PICK UP A COPY 
OF THE PATRIOT AT 

THE FOLLOWING 
LOCATIONS:
CLEARWATER: 

Coborn’s; 
SANTIAGO: 

General Store;
PALMER: 

General Store;  
BECKER: 

Food Pride, 
BIG LAKE: 
Coborn’s;

PATRIOT office

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • I N D E X • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

 Serving Becker, Big Lake, Clear Lake, Clearwater & surrounding communities • P.O. Box 458 (14054 Bank Street), Becker, MN 55308 • 763-275-0275 • www.patriotnewsmn.com • production@patriotnewsmn.com
• VOL. 2 • NO. 31  SAT., JAN 29, 2022

DANCE FEVER. Evelyn Hemish of Palmer enjoying dance class to keep 
warm on a wintry day last week! Evelyn is the daughter of Andrew and Calley 
Hemish. (Submitted photo.)

By Penny Leuthard,
Contributing Writer

During their first meet-
ing of the new year the 
Lynden Twp. Board of 
Supervisors discussed a 
number of miscellaneous 
agenda items, included 
ARPA funds, a new road 
ordinance, a plat split, 
and their upcoming spring 
cleanup day.

ARPA Funds
Treasurer Jean Scher-

mer provided the board 
with an update on the 
ARPA funds the township 
has already received and 
expected future payments. 
Previously proposed proj-
ects include replacement of 
the town hall HVAC sys-
tem, including furnace and 
central air, HEPA filters, 
LED lighting with motion 
detector switches, tone, 
paper, Zoom license, Mic-
rosoft Pro for laptop secu-
rity, internet, and an office 
desktop for streaming capa-
bilities.

Supervisor Dennis 
Niemi and Planning Ad-
ministrator James Kantor 
are obtaining quotes. A 
spreadsheet will continue to 
be utilized by Clerk Jenny 
Schmidt for tracking pur-
poses.

Road Updates
Niemi explained the 

need for a township road 
ordinance and presented a 
sample ordinance for the 
board to review. Further 
discussion was tabled until 
the township’s February 
meeting in order to give the 
board time to review the 
document.

Niemi provided the 
board with an update on 
open items from their fall 
road tour, which includes 
brush cleanup scheduled 
for 200th St. and replace-
ment signage, which is 
pending with Chairman 
Dave Johnson.

The board reviewed the 
proposed annual hauling 
permit for Pilgrim’s Pride. 
The permit will be issued 
once the $100 permit fee 
has been received by the 
township.

Property Updates
Lynden Twp. Build-

ing Inspector Nancy Scott 
is continuing to work with 
Jerry Konz on the property 
line building encroachment 
on Hubble Road. Konz in-
dicated he has a purchase 
agreement with the adjacent 
property to the east and has 
reached out to Stearns Co. 
about consolidating the two 
parcels. A copy of the pur-
chase agreement has been 
given to the clerk.

Dylan Nelson ap-
proached the board to 
present the Nelson Family 
Acres preliminary plat to 
split the 29.5 acre lot on 
Dover Road into a 27.1 acre 
lot and a 2.4 acre lot. The 
county considers this to be 
an administrative split. 

A motion carried ap-
proving the preliminary 

Lynden Twp. 
Considers 
New Road 
Ordinance

LYNDEN to page 4

By Mark Kolbinger,
Contributing Writer

Sherburne County 
Sheriff Joel Brott attended 
Tuesday evening’s Clear 
Lake City Council meeting 
to provide the annual report 
on activity within the city.

Brott reported that 
there were 521 law en-
forcement contacts within 
the city in 2021, which can 
range from traffic stops to 
more serious calls such as 
DUIs or burglaries.

The number of calls 

was up significantly from 
2020, but those numbers 
were lower across the 
county due to the COVID-
19 pandemic.

Once again, Brott 
noted that there were zero 
assaults within the city for 
the third year in a row, and 
also thefts and criminal 
damage to property inci-
dents were both down from 
prior years.

The Sheriff went on to 
explain his office’s partici-
pation in a grant program to 
provide the Crisis Interven-
tion Co-Responder Initia-
tive, where a mental health 
professional is trained to 
respond along with law en-
forcement to certain calls.  
In addition to the Sheriff’s 
Office, several police de-
partments in the county are 
participating.

“It’s been a tremen-
dous program for the Sher-
iff’s Office,” Brott noted, 
explaining also that the 
grant cycle will expire after 

two years. “Once the grant 
funding expires, we will 
have to decide if we are 
going to fund it.”

Brott noted his office 
is “all-in already” with the 
program being just several 
months old and he expects 
that they will continue the 
co-responder program well 
into the future.

Brott also shared sev-
eral national accreditations 
that his office has achieved 
in the last year, including 
one for the dispatch center, 
as well as in the jail.

“Our dispatch center is 
one of the few in the state 
that has attained the ac-
creditation, which is tied to 
national standards,” Brott 
said. “We’re very proud 
of that and any time we 
can hold ourselves to these 
national standards, we are 
achieving our goal of offer-
ing the best services possi-
ble to the public.”

Mayor Tim Goenner 
thanked Brott for his of-
fice’s continued service and 
partnership with the city.

“You guys are around 
quite a bit and you do a 
great job,” Goenner said.

Sewer Issue
Residents Kelly and 

Cole VanderHeyden were 
present at the meeting 
to discuss a sewer issue 
that they had at their res-
idence recently when the 
main sewer pipe near their 
neighborhood was getting 
cleaned, or “jetted.”

According to the cou-
ple, pressure that built up 

SHERBURNE COUNTY SHERIFF JOEL BROTT attended Tuesday’s Clear Lake CIty 
Council meeting to share the city’s SCSO Annual Report.  Council Member Karen 
White looks on as Brott explained the statistics to the council. (Photo by Mark 
Kolbinger.)

Clear Lake hears 
annual report from 
Sheriff Brott

Submitted Article

Big Lake High School 
senior Hannah Strom has 
been nominated for the 
2022 U.S. Presidential 
Scholars Program.

The candidacy is based 
on Strom’s demonstrated 
ability and accomplishment 
within her career and tech-
nical program.  Strom was 
nominated for this presti-
gious award by Minnesota’s 
Chief State School Officer, 
Dr. Heather Mueller.  

The Commission will 
select up to 20 Scholars 
who have outstanding re-
cords of leadership and ac-
ademic achievement, and 
contribution to school and 
community.  

The U.S. Presidential 
Scholars Program was es-
tablished in 1964 by Exec-
utive Order of the President 
to recognize some of the  
nation’s most distinguished 
graduating seniors for their 
accomplishments in many 
areas: academic success, 
leadership, and service to 
school and community.  In 
1979, the program was ex-
panded to recognize stu-
dents who demonstrate 
exceptional scholarship 
and talent in the visual, 
creative, and performing 
arts.  In 2015, the program 
was expanded once again 
to recognize students who 
demonstrate ability and ac-
complishment in career and 
technical fields.

Each spring, the Com-
mission on Presidential 
Scholars names up to 161 
distinguished graduat-
ing high school seniors as 
U.S. Presidential Scholars.  

Being selected as a U.S. 
Presidential Scholar is one 
of the highest honors this 
nation’s high school stu-
dents may receive.  Infor-
mation about the program 
can be gleaned on the pro-
gram’s website at www.
ed.gov/psp.

U.S. Presidential 
Scholars are honored for 
their accomplishments 
during the National Recog-
nition Program each June. 
To commemorate their 
achievement, the Scholars 
are awarded the Presidential 
Scholars Medallion.

Summer B. Langva 
of Big Lake, who attends  
Monticello High School 
is also a candidate for U.S 
Presidential Scholar in 
Career and Technical Ed-
ucation as well as Quinn 
C. McCalla of Monticello 
(Monticello High School).

HANNAH STROM, a senior 
at Big Lake High School, has been 
nominated for the 2022 U.S. Presi-
dential Scholars Program. (Patriot 
Archive Photo).

Strom, 2 others 
nominated for 
prestigious program

FARM FRIENDS BOARD OF DIRECTORS. Julie Dosh has joined the Board of Di-
rectors at Farm Friends Barn located in Becker. She is pictured with Jean Johnson 
(Farm Friends Chairperson). Dosh been a life long resident in the Becker area and 
a graduate of Becker High School.  Julie comes from a local  Century Farm Family. 
Julie and her siblings remain a part of the family farming operation.  Julie will 
be a great asset to the Farm Friends Barn Board of Directors. (Submitted photo.)

New Board Member!
CLEAR LAKE CITY COUNCIL to page 4
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Looking to advertise? 
Call 763.275.0275 

today!

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

763-262-2889

www.jeddelohsnyder.com

• Family Law
• Real Estate
• Business Planning
• Business Litigation
• Wills & Trusts
• Estate Planning
• Guardianships

101 Jefferson Blvd.
Big Lake

BUSINESS  & PROFESSIONAL SERVICES  DIRECTORY

935 Clearwater Professional Building
(320) 558-2201

Mon.: 8:30-4:30 • Tue.: 9-5 • Wed.: 8:30-4:30
ALSO: 1500 Northway Drive, St. Cloud

Member of American 
Academy of Dental 

Group Practice Bethany Blonigen, DDS
Brent Deragisch, DDS

“A Reason 
to Smile!”

Welcome 

to our Clearwater office
- Clearwater native
- Graduate of U of M 
   School of Dentistry
- Stays up-to-date on all  
   advances in dentistry

Dr. Bethany Blonigen

DentalAttorneys
PETERSON - 

GRIMSMO
FUNERAL CHAPEL

Serving your 
community since 1933

250 East Broadway
Monticello, MN 55362

763-295-2918
Our family serving yours!

Funeral

Try our fast & accurate tax service. We help you 
find every available deduction. Small business & 
farms welcome! Over 35 years at this location. 

CLEARWATER TAX 
& ACCOUNTING SERVICE LLC

935 Clearwater Center (next to The Kettle) • (320)558-6800
www.ClearwaterTax.net

NEW CLIENTS - Clip this ad to redeem for a 10% discount.

GIVE 

YOURSELF 

A BREAK!

Taxes

Area News

Keller Lake Commons in Big Lake, now an Assisted Living Community 
offering full apartments ranging from 644 to 956 square feet. Cable is 

included in rents for private pay and GRH renters. Accepting EW and CADI. 
For more information please contact Nicole Gilder, Housing Director at 

763-263-2363 or check us out online at www.kellerlakecommons.com

Area Chamber News
Business Expo/Craft Fair

Feb. 26 - 10 am - 2 pm
Becker Field House

Dueling Pianos
Feb. 26 - 6:30 dinner, 7:30 show

Pebble Creek - Tickets on sale now

Membership Meeting
Feb. 22 - 11:30 am

Saron Lutheran Church

Community Fair
April 23 - 10 am - 1 pm
Reduced Booth Prices!

Amity Felton
763-262-2420

Chamber@BeckerChamber.org

Gloria Vande Brake
763-263-7800

Info@BigLakeChamber.com

Glenna Soenneker
320-267-4361

GSoenneker@GMail.com

Clearwater Legion
February 6, 8:30 am-noon

Breakfast

Clearwater Library
Jan. 22 

The Art of Quilling

If you would like more information on any of these events or if you would like 
to become a member of these organizations please reach out to them:

EVERYDAY PEOPLE.
EXCEPTIONAL RESULTS.

www.HallerRealtyHomes.com
Becker Office

12908 1st Street
763-207-6683

Sauk Rapids Office
1310 2nd Street N

320-255-1911

CUSTOM BUILT 2-STORY ON 1+ ACRES

$839,900
• New home recently completed in 2021, 5 BRs, over 4k Finished Sq Ft
• Professional grade appliances, 11’ kitchen island, high end cabinets
 • 9’ ceilings, dog washing station
• Heated floors, oversized owner’s suite, heated garage 
   w/ epoxy coating

Real Estate

413 S Rum River Dr. Princeton

Office-763-389-2323

Clear Lake-5Br/3BA home with over 4000sqft, sitting
on a 7acre park like setting with an easy commute

to town or the hwy. Call our office for your tour
today!

Shaylene Otteson
612-490-7362

Rebecca Cartwright
763-482-2400

Spring is right around the corner! 
Call to schedule a free market analysis 

on your home and take advantage 
of this sellers market! 

Lisa Senger
612.991.8620

Milissa Johnson 
320.266.7413

Kathy Nelson
612.219.8644

12390 Sherburne Ave., Becker

By Penny Leuthard,
Contributing Writer

At their first meeting of 
the year, the Clearwater City 
Council discussed a number 
of agenda items regarding the 
fire department. 

Mayor Andrea Lawrence 
told the council she plans to 
join other Fire Relief mem-
bers in a door-to-door effort 
to recruit new members to the 
fire department. A suggestion 
was made to make a brochure 
that could be handed out de-
tailing the city’s board and 
commission and fire depart-
ment openings.

City Administrator An-
nita Smythe informed the 
council that Council Member 
Richard Petty had requested 
they discuss the possibility 
of implementing a term of 
office or rotation for the fire 
chief position, which would 
provide more opportunity 
and advancement possibili-
ties for other fire department 
members. The request isn’t 
intended to slight the current 
fire chief, who would be eli-
gible to reapply when his cur-
rent term expired. 

Members asked for 
more time to think about the 
request, to hear the fire de-
partment members’ thoughts, 
and for more details from 
Petty, who was absent from 
the meeting. Input will also be 
requested from the Fire Relief 
committee. 

Motions carried to accept 
the resignation and retirement 
of Fire Chief Ryan Pridgeon 
and the retirement of fire-
fighters Ritzer, Mooney, and 
Kirchenbauer. Appreciation 
for the service from all retir-
ees was expressed.

Code Enforcement
The board continued 

discussion concerning code 
enforcement on the Elm 
St. Kelly property they had 
begun during their September 
meeting. Kelly had attended 

the meeting to address com-
plaints about his property and 
to request the council honor 
an old building permit and 
variance for him to build a 
garage. The matter was tabled 
until additional information 
could be gathered by staff.

City staff found there are 
four primary issues related to 
this code enforcement action. 
The first violation concerns 
outside storage on a vacant 
lot, which staff agreed can be 
resolved with a lot combina-
tion and screen. The second 
violation is the expiration of 
an old building permit for the 
garage, the third, the status of 
a claimed variance, and lastly, 
encroachments on city prop-
erty.

The board determined a 
new building permit will be 
required for any construc-
tion and noted the claimed 
variance was actually for a 
covered porch, not a garage. 
Currently the owner doesn’t 
have an active variance to 
build a garage on the desired 
location.

Smythe explained that 
the owner hadn’t begun the 
lot combination process due 
to difficulty in obtaining a 
survey, however council 
members believe he has had 
sufficient time to get a survey 
done.

According to city re-
cords, the city’s property that 
surrounds the Kelly property 
was obtained by fee title after 
it was purchased from the 
railroad. Board members all 
agree the owner must remove 
any encroachments from the 
city’s property.

A motion carried direct-
ing staff to proceed with fur-
ther code enforcement actions 
pursuant to the findings noted 
and Smythe’s letter from last 
August

Parks
At their meeting held 

prior to the council meeting, 
the Park Commission recom-

mended the council proceed 
with the Veterans Memorial 
project as presented in the 
grant agreement if the city 
is approved for grant funds. 
A community outreach pro-
gram to solicit feedback on a 
proposed community center 
was suggested, and staff was 
requested to check into the El 
Dorado Park hockey rink as 
no boards have been placed. 

Smythe reported a con-
cern had been raised regard-
ing someone hunting in a city 
park. As it appears the current 
city ordinance no longer com-
plies with state law changes, 
the city attorney is reviewing 
it for suggested changes.

Other Business
A TIF application for a 

proposed apartment project 
and a call concerning a pos-
sible kennel were received by 
the city. Staff is meeting with 
the developer of the proposed 
cold storage project.

Tony Strande was recog-
nized for his retirement at the 
December Sewer Authority 
meeting. During the meeting 
the board approved both the 
budget with a rate increase 
and having an independent 
consultant review the solar 
options under consideration.

In a closed session the 
council conducted Smythe’s 
annual performance review, 
after which a motion carried 
approving Resolution 2022-
04 – Consider Step Increase 
for City Administrator, with 
approval for an increase to 
step 11.

The sheriff reported 187 
calls for the previous month, 
including 46 traffic stops, six 
motor vehicle accidents, one 
harassment, one stolen vehi-
cle, and one fire.

The next Clearwater City 
Council meeting will be Feb-
ruary 14 at 7 p.m.

Clearwater Fire Dept. still 
looking for new firefighters

By Katherine Cantin,
Staff Writer
Reporter.Katie@PatriotNewsMN.com

Jan. 6 was a busy 
evening for the Big Lake 
School Board, as they held 
a special meeting, a reorga-
nizational meeting, and a 
work session that night. 

Awarding Bids
The board kicked off 

the special meeting by ap-
proving the bond sale. The 
school received nine bids 
and got an excellent rate on 
the debt at 1.9954%. The 

board was thrilled with the 
results, as they can be con-
fident they got the best pos-
sible rate. 

The low rate does 
not effect the school or its 
plans, but the $2.5 million 
in savings is passed on to 
the taxpayers, who will not 
have to pay the full amount 
approved in last fall’s bond 
referendum vote.

The board also ap-
proved bids for roofing 
work at the high school, 
middle school, and Liberty 
elementary school. The 

work was awarded to the 
low bidders on each proj-
ect. 

Reorganizational 
Meeting
The reorganizational 

meeting is held annually 
in January to assign roles 
on the board and in com-
mittees to the members. 
They also announce official 
service providers for the 
schools, such as newspaper,  
fund depository, etc. 

Roles on the board are 
as follows:

Board Chair – Tonya 

Reasoner;
Clerk – Tony Scales;
Treasurer – Amber 

Sixberry.
The official newspaper 

was designated as the Pa-
triot.

The official depository 
of school funds is Old Na-
tional Bank of Big Lake.

Official legal council 
is Ratwik, Roszak & Ma-
loney.

Board member com-
pensation was increased 
by $10 (previously $65) to 
$75 per meeting attended. 

Board chair yearly stipend 
was increased to $700 and 
board treasurer yearly sti-
pend increased to $500, an 
increase of $100 for each. 

Members were also as-
signed to the various school 
committees. 

In Other Business,
the Board:
• Approved the teach-

ing contract agreement, 
which includes stipulations 
about pay raises and teacher 
leave;

• Approved a fundrais-
ing effort for the Big Lake 

Cheerleaders, who will be 
cleaning tables, running 
orders,  and assisting with 
miscellaneous chores at the 
Monticello Culver’s on the 
20th and the 30th of this 
month.

Big Lake School Board approves bond sale

Looking to 
advertise? 

Call 
763.275.0275 

today!
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Big Lake News

REPUBLICANS! 
Make a Difference! Attend Your Local Precinct Caucus! 

STAND TOGETHER…BE HEARD! 
     Date: Tuesday February 1st 
     Time: 7pm    Cost: FREE! 
      Residents of Becker City, Becker Twp, Santiago Twp, 

Palmer Twp, Orrock Twp & Big Lake Twp P4….MEET AT -
   THE BECKER INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL
   12000 HANCOCK ST. BECKER, MN 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

     Residents of Clear Lake Twp, Clear Lake City, Clearwater City 

And Clearwater Twp….MEET AT - 
   THE AMERICAN LEGION HALL      YOUR COMMUNITY NEEDS YOU! 

    505 PINE ST. CLEARWATER, MN Prepared and paid for by the HD15B Republicans / Becker MN 

 Questions? Email to JNewberger@hotmail.com 
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God Bless America!

By Katherine Cantin,
Staff Writer
Reporter.Katie@PatriotNewsMN.com

Last Thursday, repre-
sentatives from the Big Lake 
City Council, Big Lake Town 
Board, Big Lake School 
Board, Orrock Town Board, 
and Sherburne County Com-
missioners met to discuss the 
past year for each of the enti-
ties represented and plans for 
the future. 

Sherburne County
Representatives from the 

county kicked off the meet-
ing. County administrator 
Bruce Messelt mentioned 
that the county would be re-
viewing its comprehensive 
plan, and that it was looking 
for input as they go through 
this process.

Messelt went on to state 
that the county is looking into 
planning the next big road 
project after the overpass in 
Zimmerman is completed. 
More specifically, they are 
looking into improving the 
traffic conditions on Co. Rd. 
11, which tends to carry a lot 
of state traffic rather than just 
county traffic, causing the 
road to back up significantly 
at the intersection of 11 and 
Hwy. 10. A possibility of 
improving this situation is 
to “switch” it with Hwy. 25. 
Hwy. 25, which connects Big 
Lake to Monticello, tends to 
carry more local, county traf-
fic and therefore could serve 
well as a county road. Instead, 
Co. Rd. 11, between Hwy. 
10 and the current Hwy. 25, 
could be made a state high-
way, with turn lanes, front-
age road, and other highway 
amenities that improve traffic 
flow. Messelt said he hoped 
the county’s partners (the cit-
ies and townships within the 
county) would support a proj-
ect like this, since the county 
will not be able to afford the 
work that needs to be done 
on 11 by itself and will need 
MnDOT support and govern-
ment grants to get the project 
done, neither of which will 
happen if all parties involved 
are not on board with the proj-
ect. 

The county continues to 

investigate adding another 
bridge over the Mississippi, 
but this project is expected to 
take a long time. 

ARPA funding for the 
county has been channeled 
into several areas, including 
support for housing, county 
organizations, businesses 
and nonprofits, community, 
mental health, and broadband 
accessibility. The county has 
partnered with both Midco 
and Arvig to bring broadband 
to underserved areas in the 
county. Messelt mentioned 
Big Lake Twp. and Orrock 
Twp. areas in particular. Cur-
rently, the county pays for a 
portion of the costs for instal-
lation, but Midco has stated 
an interest in bringing service 
to more of the county on their 
own dime.

Gina Hugo of the county 
parks department gave a brief 
overview of the successes of 
the department over the last 
year. Last summer, work was 
completed at Bridgeview 
Park off of Co. Rd. 11. The 
project increased the acces-
sibility of the park, added a 
trail leading to the river, a 
scenic seating area, and river 
overlook. The county also 
partnered with the city of Elk 
River and Great River Re-
gional Library to put up some 
“story strolls” at county parks. 
Story Strolls promote literacy 
and activity with children. 
Pages from a story book are 
printed on cardboard signs 
and posted alongside a walk-
ing trail. Families walk down 

the trail to read the story. 
Hugo said families should 
keep an eye out for these 
story strolls on Facebook to 
stay informed on where they 
will pop up. 

Going forward, the 
county hopes to bring more 
trails into the area, eventually 
connecting the trail system at 
Big Lake Lions Park to the 
Sherburne National Wildlife 
Refuge and the Great North-
ern Trail. They also hope to 
add a footbridge over Elk 
River, parallel to the one on 
Co. Rd. 5. The current bridge 
is heavily trafficked and not 
very safe for pedestrians and 
cyclists.  

Big Lake Twp.
Dean Brenteson, a super-

visor on the Big Lake Town 
Board, gave the overview for 
the township. Results from 
the 2020 census showed a 
township population of 7,400. 
In 2021, 30 new homes were 
constructed, which is down 
from 42 in 2020. Last year 
the township completed eight 
miles of overlay projects. 
Road work was also done 
on 205th Ave. by Liberty 
Elementary School. A new 
process was used which al-
lowed faster access of traffic 
after the road work was com-
pleted. The township traded 
roads with the county, giving 
them a township road which 
has become the new Co. Rd. 
94 and turning the old Co. Rd. 
79 into a township road. 

Recycle day was suc-
cessfully held again last year, 

and the township renewed 
their contract with Metro Al-
liance Recycling. Dog vac-
cination day once again took 
place in the fall. This year, 
the township also offered free 
nitrate testing for water sam-
ples brought from home. The 
township plans to offer this 
service annually. 

New trail signs have 
been made for Lions Park, 
and they will be put up as 
soon as the ground thaws. 

Birch Lake has been re-
moved from the impaired wa-
ters list after work was done 
to restore it. As a result, the 
county Soil and Water Con-
servation District awarded the 
township an award for being 
an “Outstanding Cooperator.”

Orrock Twp.
Paul Ellinger, supervisor 

for the Orrock Town Board, 
gave the update for Orrock. 
He started out by saying they 
are about half the size of Big 
Lake Twp. in most respects, 
with a 2020 population of 
3,544.

A new development has 
come to the area, the Shores 
of Eagle Lake. So far, 32 
building permits have been 
pulled to develop these lots. 
Over the next three years, the 
township expects that about 
84 lots will be built out. The 
roads for the development 
were recently adopted by the 
township.

ARPA funding for the 
township will go towards ex-
panding the current town hall. 
The building is very small 

and old and cannot serve the 
current population during 
elections. The town board 
hopes to have the work com-
pleted by November, in time 
for the elections. 

School Board
Tonya Reasoner of the 

school board gave the update 
for the schools. Last year, vot-
ers approved a bond referen-
dum to pay for infrastructure 
updates around the school 
grounds. Thanks to getting a 
good deal on the bond sale, 
the school will save the tax-
payers $2.6 million in inter-
est. Projects on campus will 
be completed during the next 
three summers, including 
roof replacements at three 
of the schools, high school 
gymnasium improvements, 
building control updates, and 
other items. In an effort to re-
main transparent during im-
plementation of the projects, 
the public is invited to visit 
the Big Lake Schools website 
and select “Bond Referen-
dum” under the community 
tab. This page will outline the 
progress of the projects and 

will show how every single 
tax dollar was used. 

Enrollment is rising. 
The schools anticipate a huge 
kindergarten class this fall, 
as many students were held 
back due to uncertainty about 
the pandemic. Big Lake On-
line has helped the schools re-
tain and attract some students 
during the pandemic, and has 
become a great complement 

to the expanding apprentice-
ship program. This program 
allows students to work and 
pursue an apprenticeship 
during the day and complete 
their schoolwork online in the 
evenings. 

Big Lake City
City administrator Clay 

Wilfahrt gave the update for 
the city. During 2021 and 
continuing into 2022, the city 
has taken on some street proj-
ects. Because they got a good 
deal on the bond sale, they 
moved up some projects that 
were scheduled for the future, 
as well. 

The Freedom Rock came 
to Big Lake last year. This 
project was completed with-
out using taxpayer money, 
but relied solely on donations 
and sale of pavers. The rock 
is available to view now at 
Lakeside Park. It was painted 
by an artist who has com-
pleted similar projects all over 
the United States (he hopes 
to one day have at least one 
painted rock in every state.)

The industrial park is 
expanding, with Arrow Com-

ponents and Premier Marine 
recently making the move. 
Other commercial develop-
ment in the city included the 
new Nystrom facility, Liberty 
Bank, Great River Regional 
Credit Union, and the Big 
Lake Car Condos (second 
series). 

SUPERVISOR PAUL ELLINGER (ORROCK TWP.), SUPERVISOR DEAN BRENTESON (BIG LAKE TWP), AND COUNTY COMMIS-
SIONER RAEANNE DANIELOWSKI prepared for the Big Lake Community Meeting. (Photo by Katherine Cantin.)

Big Lake leaders gather for community meeting

CITY ADMINISTRATOR CLAY WILFAHRT (L)  gave his update on the last year 
for the city. Mayor Paul Knier (R) listened as he studied the Power Point presenta-
tion. (Photo by Katherine Cantin.)
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Tuesday Nights 6:30
$700 in 56 Numbers

Proceeds for St. Lawrence Church
10915 Duelm Rd NE, Foley

License #01080

11025 Duelm
Road NE,

Foley, MN

We have ETABS

Quality Building Supplies 
at Affordable Prices

Since 1975

BOOK YOUR ORDER!

Call for a FREE estimate
117th Ave., Milaca

(north end of Milaca off Central Ave)

BUILDING
$PECIAL$

320-983-6304 • 1-800-818-1846

LATCHAM-LIND LUMBER &
POST FRAME BUILDINGS

On Thursday, February 3, 2022
Becker Kindergarten Registration will be held at 
the Primary school for those children who are 

eliglible to attend Kindergarten this Fall.
(Child must be 5 years old by Sept.1). 

A letter has been sent to the parents of children 
eligible to attend Kindergarten in the Fall of 
2022. If you did not receive a letter and you 
have a child that will be 5 years old by Sept. 
1st, please call the Primary school office at 

763-261-6330 as soon as possible. 

ATTENTION PARENTS 
OF 2022-2023 KINDERGARTNERS:

Kindergarten Registration

  

Mon-Fri. 8am - 6pm
Next to NAPA Auto Parts, Zimmerman
www.allpetsvethospital.com

Your local area veterinarians since 1993

Dr. Joel Ihnen
Dr. Christina Mattson
763-856-8387

All Pets Veterinary Hospital
and Equine Service

320-743-5838
rachel@caninecabin.com

www.caninecabin.com

BOARDING
GROOMING
TRAINING

The very best care
while you’re away

If you can provide a loving home for any of these animals, please contact the 

TRI-COUNTY HUMANE SOCIETY 
320-252-0896

www.tricountyhumanesociety.org
735 8th St. NE - P.O. Box 701 - St. Cloud, MN  56302-0701

Working with the community to find homes for needy pets

Daisy
is a 7-month-old Rex mix bunny who got along with children 
in her previous home. Slow and proper introductions to 
resident pets and people are always recommended when 
bringing a new pet home.

Duke
1-year-old neutered Beagle/Pointer mix has done well around 
other dogs and cats in the past. He’s house-trained and will let 
his humans know he needs to go outside by placing his paw on 
their hand or letting out a low groan.

Winnie
is a 9YO spayed cat who’s looking for a calm, low-key 
home. Winnie is very vocal when she has something to say! 
Winnie’s lived with dogs and cats in the past. She qualifies 
for our Five Dollar Feline sale and her adoption fee could be 
waived for a senior or veteran.

is a 2-year-old spayed cat with a mellow, laid-back attitude 
who has done well with children. However, she’s been cautious 
around dogs and other cats. Peggy qualifies for our Fabulous 
Five Dollar Feline promotion or her adoption fee would be 
waived for a senior or veteran. 

Paws
is a 2YO spayed mini panther and is friendly with other 
cats.  Paws likes to sleep on furniture, scratch on cardboard 
scratchers, and play with feather teasers. She qualifies for 
our Fabulous Five Dollar Feline promotion and her adoption 
fee would be waived for a senior or veteran.

Peggy

PetNet Works

Brandy
is a 3YO, 53 pound lap dog!  This sweet girl has lived well with 
children in the past but is not a fan of other dogs.  She knows 
the commands sit, shake, and lay down and plushies are her 
favorite kind of toy. 

CL CITY from page 1
inside the pipe during the 
cleaning process caused water 
to back up into their home 
and their toilets to overflow 
with sewer water.

They were asking the 
city to reimburse costs of 
$354 that they incurred to 
clean up after the issue.

There had been some 
discussion that the issue 
could have been caused by a 
blockage inside their house 
or a possible issue with their 
venting. They had companies 
come out to inspect their vent-
ing, as well as their plumbing 
and no issues were discov-
ered.

Public Works Director 
Dustin Luhning and City 
Engineer Keith Yapp both 
discussed the issue, noting 
that there can be a variety of 
factors that can cause a back-
flow issue.

However, since the tim-
ing to the backup coincided 
with the jetting, the Vander-
Heyden’s still felt the city 
should do something to help 
rectify any similar situations 
in the future.

After a lengthy discus-
sion, council acted upon the 
advice of their attorney to not 
issue reimbursement, as that 
could set a precedent for fu-
ture issues. They did pledge, 
however, to work to notify 
residents in the future when 
the jetting is occurring so 
people can be on the lookout 
for any issues.  

In Other Action, 
the Council:
• Heard from Brott, who 

also delivered last month’s 
statistics, including 25 calls 
for service;

• Decided to continue to 
investigate the replacement 
of the radar speed sign for 
Hwy. 24;

• Passed a resolution to 
explore financing and other 
logistics for the maintenance 
required on the city’s water 
tower;

• Reminded the public 
that the Clearwater/Clear 
Lake Sewer Authority is 
looking for a member at-
large to attend the bi-monthly 
meetings and help in the deci-
sion making process;

• Heard from Goenner 
that the CLFD will be mov-
ing to getting paid hourly for 
their training rather than a sti-
pend as soon as the fire board 
approves the change;

• Approved the hiring of 
a seasonal on-call employee 
to help with snow plowing 
duties in case Luhning is un-
available;

• Discussed the tear 
down and disposal of the 
city’s nitrate plant. Yapp ex-
plained that there is probably 
little value in the plant other 
than scrap metal materials;

• Discussed two devel-
opment projects that may 
move forward with new 
phases this summer – both 
Parkside and Hunter Lake 
Bluffs.

LYNDEN from page 1
plat and allowing the town-
ship chair and clerk to sign 
the final plat outside of a reg-
ular meeting as long as there 
are no changes from the pre-
liminary plat.

Other Business
Supervisor Tom Plag-

german provided an update 
on the township’s 2022 
spring cleanup day. Rate 
increases were discussed, 
and quotes will be obtained 
for review at the next board 
meeting. Plaggerman has 
contacted Clearwater Twp. to 
determine availability of their 
facility, which Lynden Twp. 
has used for their most recent 
cleanup days. He requested 
and received permission (via 
a motion) to schedule a date 
once he has heard back from 
them.

The board is gathering 
content to be included in their 
annual newsletter; deadline 
for submission is January 21 
so a draft can be prepared for 
review at the February meet-
ing.

Dan Torgersen resigned 
his position as deputy trea-
surer; transition training with 
Schermer will continue for a 
short time period.

The township’s annual 
meeting will be on March 8 
at 8:15 p.m. Schmidt will pre-
pare a draft agenda for review 
at the February meeting.

The township’s audit 
meeting will be Jan. 26 at 6 
p.m.

The next Lynden Twp. 
meeting will be Feb. 7 at 7 
p.m.

By Ken Francis,
Contributing Writer

After a 30-minute 
discussion last Tuesday, 
the Sherburne County 
Board agreed to develop a 
statement recommending 
wearing masks in the Gov-
ernment Center.

The vote followed a 
discussion about COVID-
19, the Omicron variant 
and the response by other 
entities, most notably Cent-
raCare and Stearns County.           

At the previous county 
board meeting Jan. 4, the 
commissioners adopted 
an interim employee pol-
icy for wearing masks and 
testing. That decision was 
based on the federal Occu-
pational Health and Safety 
Administration’s (OSHA) 
Emergency Temporary 
Standard (ETS) on Vacci-
nation and Testing in the 
workplace, which became 
effective Nov. 5, 2021. The 
ETS required that certain 
employers adopt and en-
force a vaccination policy 
in order to provide a safe 
and healthy workplace for 
all employees and to help 
minimize the transmission 
of COVID-19. The ETS 
also required that employ-
ers must determine the 
COVID-19 vaccination sta-
tus of all employees no later 
than Jan. 10, 2022.

Last week, the Su-
preme Court blocked that 
ETS mandate by OSHA, so 
the county board Tuesday 
voted to rescind its tempo-
rary COVID-19 policy re-
quiring masks and testing 
for unvaccinated employ-
ees.

But that was just one 
part of Tuesday’s discus-
sion. Also on the agenda 
was a request  to approve 
and sign a Joint City/County 
Statement in response to 
the spread of the Omicron 
variant. The message was 
based on statistics provided 
by CentraCare regarding 
the spread of COVID-19. 
Those statistics included 
a three-day positivity rate 
of 49.7% as of Jan. 6 and 
growth of COVID-19 in the 
community since Dec. 20 at 
250%. At St. Cloud Hospi-
tal, 25% of the hospital and 
70% of ICU beds are filled 
with COVID-19 patients. It 
showed a graph indicating 
the predicted spike in cases 
over the next few weeks, 
and how wearing masks 
would lower that spike. It 
also stated that the Omicron 
variant is affecting young 
children more frequently 
than prior variants.

That letter was signed 
by the board chairs of Stea-
rns and Benton County, and 
mayors of St. Cloud, Sar-

tell, Waite Park and Sauk 
Rapids.

The message recom-
mended wearing masks in-
doors, limiting interaction 
with others outside of the 
workplace or family, wash-
ing hands, staying home 
when sick, and getting vac-
cinated.

Members of the board 
were in favor of the state-
ment’s concept. But Com-
missioner Tim Dolan felt 
the numbers didn’t exactly 
reflect the numbers in Sher-
burne County.

“I’m okay with asking 
everybody to be smart,” he 
said. “But the positivity 
rate was St. Cloud Hospi-
tal’s positivity rate, not our 
county’s. I don’t mind the 
sentiment, but I think we 
should strip out (the statis-
tics) and put in our own.”

Administrator Bruce 
Messelt said with the 
board’s permission, he 
could include a generic pos-
itivity rate, take out the data 
and say the board supports 
the concept.

“I’d be more in favor 
of that,” said Dolan.

“I’m fine with that too, 
said Commissioner Rae-
anne Danielowski. “We’re 
not mandating anything. 
We’re just encouraging.”

“I’m very fine with 
putting our own data in it 
and I’m also saying I’m 
very fine with saying wear 
your mask indoors when 
you’re around others,” said 
Commissioner Lisa Fobbe.

She said the next two 
weeks are critical as Omi-
cron is expected to peak 
in late January and early 
February. So getting the 
message out about wearing 
masks is vital.

“The mask encourage-
ment is needed yesterday. I 
don’t think we can wait two 
weeks for a board meeting 
to decide this,” she said.

She said the board 
should consider a tempo-
rary mask consideration 
(two to six weeks) because 
of the impact the virus 
could have on the county’s 
operations.

“I know some of our 
departments are talking 
about going with skeleton 
crews. If our DMV Dept., 
for example, was to be 
wiped out, we’d be out 
and not be able to support 
the public for about 10 
days,” she said.

Commissioner Felix 
Schmiesing said he was 
not in favor of any mask 
mandate. But he felt some 
masks could make a differ-
ence.

“We know the N95 
mask is the one that pro-
tects you from others and 
others from you. But here 

we are in our second year 
and N95 masks are not 
readily available for ev-
eryone who wants one,” he 
said. “If the county was 
to do something, I would 
rather see us provide some 
N95 masks to people who 
want to wear them and not 
to mandate mask wearing to 
anyone.”

“I wouldn’t be in 
favor of mandating masks 
in the building right now. 
However, I definitely re-
serve to change that based 
on people’s behavior and 
where numbers continue 
to go,” said Commissioner 
Dolan. “Right now I just 
want to make sure that our 
employees and the general 
public understand all the 
information that is coming 
from us and coming from 
public health and is being 
shared by medical profes-
sionals.”

“I would be good with 
having signage and having 
N95 masks available for 
visitors when they come 
into the building, and our 
employees as well,” said 
Danielowski.

Board Chair Barbara 
Burandt said masks of any 
type would help with the 
public health emergency.

“I’m on another group 
called Towards Zero 
Deaths. That’s a highway 
safety issue. This is the 
same thing, it’s a public 
health safety issue,” she 
said. “We see Sherburne 
County having people be-
coming ill in numbers we 
haven’t seen before and we 
see deaths higher that they 
have been before. The one 
rapid change for us to make 
that can alter that is mask 
wearing. So I want us to re-
ally think about if for a pe-
riod of time until the peak 
goes down that we would 
say everybody who comes 
here and works here  wears 
a mask of some sort.”

At the end of the dis-
cussion, Dolan said the 
masks CentraCare used 
in its study were KN95s, 
not N95s, which were less 
readily available.

The board did not pro-
pose or make a motion for 
a mask mandate. They in-
structed Messelt to work 
with the public health dept. 
to develop a statement for 
the public and employees 
about safety recommen-
dations as outlined in the 
CentraCare message.

Messelt said he would 
also have signage for the 
doors of the Government 
Center and look into hav-
ing a supply of masks, pref-
erably KN95s, available to 
staff and the public.

Commissioners weigh in on 
COVID-19 response

Submitted article

(Editor’s Note: The fol-
lowing article was submit-
ted by Wright County.)

The federal govern-
ment announced last week 
that, as of Wednesday, Jan. 
19, a website would go live 
that will allow every ad-
dress (home or rental prop-
erty) to order four at-home 
rapid tests for COVID-19.

That website (www.
CovidTests.gov) went live 
with a soft opening and 
is fully operational as of 

today.
The process is simple 

and takes only a couple 
of minutes to complete. 
Once at the website, hit the 
“Order Free Tests” button 
to be redirected to a United 
States Post Office page. 
Simply type in the contact 
information and mailing 
address – an email address 
for shipping notifications is 
optional. Then hit “Check 
Out Now” to finish. The 
tests are expected to ship 
within seven to 12 days.

Free COVID-19 
tests available 
from federal 
government

Submitted Article

(Editor’s Note: The 
following article was ap-
propriated from the Wright 
County’s website).

The Minnesota Dept. 
of Natural Resources is 
looking for passionate 
and dedicated students in-
terested in learning more 
about possible careers with 
the DNR through paid sum-
mer internship opportuni-
ties.

DNR summer interns 
will not 
only gain 
va luab le 
e x p e r i -
ence and 
t ra in ing, 
but also 
will help 
the agency 
create a 
h e a l t h y , 
sustainable, and livable 
Minnesota for future gen-
erations.

The internship op-
portunities are located 
throughout the state and 
run the gamut of agency 
operations — including 
fisheries, forestry, park 
operations, invasive spe-
cies watercraft inspection, 
communications and more. 
Interns work 20 to 40 hours 
per week and receive a 
competitive wage of $15 
an hour. Fulfilling an aca-

demic requirement or re-
ceiving academic credit is 
a requirement to be consid-
ered for a DNR internship.

To apply, visit the state 
of Minnesota careers web-
site (mn.gov/careers). In 
the “external applicants” 
box, select “search for jobs 
now.” Enter “intern” into 
the keywords field on the 
job search page and select 
“Natural Resources Dept” 
in the “Agency” column 
on the left side of the page. 
Choose the internship(s) of 
interest and click the apply 

button to sub-
mit an appli-
cation.

Applica-
tions will be 
a c c e p t e d 
through Feb. 
7. Positions 
will start in 
May and June 

and last until August or 
September.

The DNR is an equal 
opportunity and veter-
an-friendly employer. The 
DNR celebrates diversity, 
equity, and inclusion. To 
request an accommoda-
tion or alternative-format 
application please contact 
the DNR at: ADAdiversity.
DNR@state.mn.us; 651-
259-5016; or call using a 
preferred telecommunica-
tions relay provider.

DNR seeks to fill 200 paid 
summer internships
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TO THE EDITOR:
Thank you! January 13th, I was attempt-
ing to find an address in Becker. I made 
a wrong turn and drove too far out of 
town. I waved to an oncoming car and 
it stopped. I told the lady I was lost. She 
told me to follow her back into town. 
We stopped along the side of a street. 
She was not familiar with the address. 
A Becker police car approached us. The 
lady left and the policeman escorted me 
to the location I had missed. Thank you 
so much for these two people that as-
sisted me. I do not know the names of 
either of them. Their kindness and assis-
tance were greatly appreciated.
DeVonne Koppenberg, 
St. Cloud, MN

TO THE EDITOR:
In order to protect the health of caucus 
participants and communities across 
Minnesota, the Minnesota DFL Party 
has created a second option for a “con-
tactless caucus.”  Each local unit has the 
option to choose between this or meeting 
in person. Senate District 30 DFL mem-
bers will not gather in person on Tues., 
Feb. 1, 2022.  Instead, members will go 
to dfl.org/caucus and fill out the Precinct 
Caucus Non-Attendee Form and if they 
choose, a Resolution Form.  These forms 
will allow caucus-goers to run to be del-
egates to future endorsing conventions 
and submit resolutions to the DFL Par-
ty’s Action Agenda and Platform.  While 
on dfl.org/caucus, use the Caucus Finder 
to learn where to submit those forms.  
The forms can be sent via email or can be 
printed and dropped off on caucus night 
at the designated drop box for Senate 
District 30 between the hours of 6:30 and 
9 p.m. on Feb. 1. For further information 
email: DFL SD30 - dfl.sd30@gmail.com.
Joyce LeClaire
Big Lake, MN

TO THE EDITOR:
Last Monday I drove down Hwy. 25 
from Big Lake to Monticello.  A bright 
and sunny day, no wind, -4 degrees (bet-
ter than last night’s -17 degrees which is 
also projected for tonight).  You can see 
steam rising from both the Sherco coal 
plants and Monticello Nuclear plant, 
providing needed electricity to keep our 
homes warm.   Then I noticed the solar 
farms on both sides of Hwy. 25, their 
panels covered with snow.  When needed 
the most, these solar farms were generat-
ing little if any power.  No breeze means 
there would have been no wind power 
generated either. Are you enjoying this 
year’s spike in gas and electricity prices?  
These price increases will no longer be 
“spikes”, but the norm as our utilities 
are continuing with plans to shutdown 
Sherco and divest from other coal plant 
in the area, investing in solar and wind. 
This year’s price spikes will be remem-
bered as the “good old days”, of cheap 
power when we are faced with even 
higher prices, brown outs, if not rolling 
black outs in the middle of the winter 
and dog-days of the summer. It’s time to 
tell our “government-approved monopo-
lies”, (e.g. Xcel, Connexus, etc.), to stop 
wasting money on solar and wind and to 
remove their state guaranteed profit.
Bret R. Collier
Big Lake, MN

Letters To The Editor

Editorials/Opinions
Critters, Critters Everywhere

I’m not a big fan of snow.
I don’t mind getting a 

dusting around Christmas Eve 
to set the mood for the holi-
days. And a little snow helps 
cover and insulate my septic 
field.

But otherwise I could care 
less if we got any snow during 
the winter.

Growing up in New Jer-
sey, we rarely got any sig-
nificant snow. Back then as 
youngsters it was a novelty for 
us to get a snowstorm. Most of 
us kids didn’t even have a sled, 
so our winter activity was limited to snowball 
fights, or building a small igloo if there was 
enough snow.

No one had a snowmobile or a snow-
blower. There wasn’t really much need for ei-
ther. Although recently I’ve seen news reports 
of some pretty big “storms.” They probably 
call five inches a storm.

Now on the farm, snow just makes it 
harder to get things done outside. I’ve got to 
put everything away, or else it gets covered 
and frozen to the ground. Neither me or my 
wife, Rita, like to drive in the snow. And get-
ting from the house to any of the outbuildings 
requires shoveling a path.

But one benefit I’ve found over the years 
to having snow is how it allows me to see 
where the wild animals have been. I know 
hunters use footprints to track animals. I don’t 
hunt, but I am curious about what’s been walk-
ing near the house at night.

We have a few laying hens that we keep 
in a chicken house. We let them out every day 
to walk around in their pen in the spring, sum-
mer and fall. The weather determines when 
they can be let out in the winter.

We also have a cat who strayed onto the 
farm about a year ago and adopted us as his 
family. He stays outside year-round. I built 
him a little house with a heat bulb for really 
cold days. We put out some food and water for 
him each day near the front door.

We also have a bird feeder hanging from 
a pine tree across the driveway from our 
kitchen. We fill the feeder a few times a week 
and watch the little birds stop by for a seed or 
two, then fly off to a nearby tree. They leave 
lots of footprints in the snow below the feeder, 
as do the numerous squirrels that scavenge for 
dropped seeds.

Other than that, any tracks I see in the 
snow are animals that live around the farm or 
close by.

There are dozens of deer tracks, which 
isn’t surprising since we see lots of deer in the 
fields a few times a week throughout the year. 
What is surprising is how close they come to 
the house – just three or four feet away from 
our living room window. The tracks start in a 
wooded area behind the house, pass right by 

the house, then head through 
the field to the neighbor’s 
property across the road. We 
even see flattened areas in the 
snow where the deer lay down 
at night.

Near the front door we 
can follow tracks where the 
cat has been walking during 
the night. He seems to be mak-
ing his rounds to the machine 
shed, the barn and near the 
chicken house. I wasn’t sure if 
he’s been hunting or looking 
for a litter box. But the other 
day I found out.

Just by the north end of the machine shed 
I saw more tracks. The parallel footprints  are 
a telltale sign of a rabbit. The cat’s tracks are 
close by. So far I think the rabbit must be safe 
because I haven’t spotted any signs of a strug-
gle – or body parts.

I’ve noticed signs of other small crea-
tures in the chicken pen. They’re looking for 
remnants of chicken feed or cracked corn we 
sprinkle on the ground for the hens. I know a 
few of the tracks are from small birds like spar-
rows, because I’ve seen them fly through the 
netting on top of the chicken wire fence.    

But there are also small mammal-like 
footprints,  probably mice, rats or chipmunks 
that can squeeze through the fence.

Just over a week ago I noticed some un-
usual tracks near our front door in the same 
general area we feed the cat. I followed the 
tracks that morning and saw they led under the 
old granary, which is empty now. I figured it 
must be living there, whatever it was. I was 
hoping it wasn’t a skunk. I’ve had problems 
with them before, and I didn’t look forward to 
running into one again.

Then a few nights later I peeked out 
through storm door window and saw a little 
greyish-white animal trying to find some cat 
food. It was a possum. When I opened the 
front door, it looked up at me, then slowly 
walked away towards the granary.

I’ve also seen blue jays and crows near 
our compost pile, which is a good 200 feet 
from the house. The other day I walked out 
there and spotted some raccoon tracks.

I’ve also seen tracks that look like paw 
prints from a dog. I’ve seen our neighbor’s 
dog run through the property once or twice, 
so it may be him. But we’ve had coyotes in 
the area during the summer. One was about 30 
feet from the house.

I haven’t walked much in our woods 
since the first snow of the season. But I can see 
lots of deer tracks leading along the path that 
way. There could be any number of creatures 
roaming the woods, and I’ll make it a point to 
get out there soon  and see.

Who knows? Maybe I’ll see some Big-
foot tracks.

By Ken Francis
Contributing Writer

By Mary Nehring,
Contributing Writer

The quarterly meeting of 
the CVBC was held Thurs-
day, Jan. 13, at Restoration 
& Construction Services 
in Clearwater. Restoration 
& Construction Services 
is owned by Mathew and 
Amanda Dirksen. The meet-
ing began with the popular 
annual chili cook-off (ninth 
annual), complete with a 
plethora of chili fixings in-
cluding fresh green onions, 
shredded cheese, sour cream, 
hot sauce and more. Clear-
water Travel Plaza provided 
an array of breads from their 

bakery, as well as several va-
rieties of scrumptious pies. 
Attendees enjoyed sampling 
chili and voting on their fa-
vorite, with the top two entries 
receiving Coborn’s gift cards.  
CVBC Chili Cookoff win-
ners included Dan Lunning 
from Cutting Edge Catering 
($50 Coborns gift card); sec-
ond place went to Amanda 
Dirksen from Restoration & 
Construction Services ($25 
Coborns gift card); third place 
and honorable mention went 
to Dr. Eron Bordson of Clear-
water Family Chiropractic. 

April Vasecka of Irriga-
tion Management and mem-
ber of Clearwater Parks Board 
gave an update on openings 
for different city board and 
commission openings. She 
explained they are in desper-
ate need of Clearwater resi-
dents to step up and serve in 
several capacities for local 
boards and commissions. 
Openings are available in the 
following areas: Park Com-
mission (meets monthly in 
the evening); Planning Com-
mission (meets as needed, 
usually once per quarter in 
the evening); Economic De-
velopment Authority (meets 
monthly in the morning). For 
more information or to re-
quest an application, contact 
city Clearwater City Hall at 
320-558-2428. 

There was a brief discus-
sion about the possibility of a 
Community Center coming to 
Clearwater in the future. 

Movies and Music in 
the Park in Clearwater is also 
slated to happen again this 
year if permits from the city 
of Clearwater are granted and 

locations for the events are 
secured. Several Clearwater 
area businesses have offered 
to provide sponsorships at 
a variety of amounts to help 
offset the costs associated 
with the Movies/Music in the 
Park events. Additional spon-
sors are needed. Donations 
in any amount are welcome. 
More discussion will follow 
in the next few months. Any-
one interested in volunteering 
to serve on the committee 
overseeing the project should 
contact Alyx Johnson: Johns-
onMaterials@Yahoo.com.

There is an interest in 
starting a Clearwater Farm-
er’s Market. Lori Johnson, 
Root of Wellness business 
owner and CVBC Vice Presi-
dent, is spearheading this new 
project. The goal is for the 
farmers market to be launched 
spring/summer of 2023. Any-
one interested in helping re-
search for this project and/
or serving on the committee 
should contact Lori John-
son: Lori.RootOfWellness@
Yahoo.com.

Clear Lake Township 
Board Chair Gary Gray gave 
an update on happenings at 
the township level including 
the long overdue new town-
ship hall building, which is 
a beautiful structure made to 
give the appearance of a log 
structure. Gary explained 
that for decades the township 
meetings have been held in 
the basement of a very old 
building which felt much like 
a tomb, adding to the excite-
ment of the new township 
facility. The new township 
hall opened November of 
2020. Clear Lake township 

meetings are held at the new 
location (7938 116th Street. 
SE. Clear Lake). They also 
dedicated a spot for a satellite 
office for Sherburne County 
Sherriff’s Dept. The new 
Clear Lake Town Hall is open 
for visitors Thursdays from 
9 a.m. to noon. Gray also 
discussed solar projects in 
Clear Lake township that are 
underway, as well as a brief 
discussion about Clearwater/
Clear Lake wastewater treat-
ment plant. A short discussion 
was held about recent thefts in 
the area. Thieves have been 
gaining access to area homes 
using garage door remotes left 
in unlocked vehicles. Sher-
burne County Sherriff’s Dept. 
recommend people lock their 
cars and take valuables out of 
their vehicles. 

CVBC Treasurer Eron 
Bordson gave a treasurer’s 
report. Dues for 2022 were 
collected at the meeting. A 
short discussion was held 
regarding the possibility of 
raising the amount for CVBC 
dues for 2023. Dues will re-
main the same at this time. A 
decision will be made at a fu-
ture meeting whether to raise 
rates slightly for 2023. 

Newcomer outreach 
packets is a project being led 
by Tri County Alliance Pas-
tor David Fogal and Mission 
Outreach Director Becky 
Aanerud. Mary Nehring of 
Patriot Newspaper will also 
serve on the committee. Any-
one who would like to help 
with the newcomer project 
can reach out to Pastor David 
Fogal of Tri County Alliance 
Church of Clearwater: Pas-
torDaveTCA@gmail.com

CVBC Officers were 
elected for the new year.  
Glenna Soenneker will serve 
as President again this year. 
Lori Johnson will continue 
in her role as Vice President. 
Jenny Massmann will con-
tinue serving as Secretary. 
Eron Bordson will serve as 
Treasurer for another year. 

CVBC Board member 
Angie Simon (Lake Central 
Bank) has accepted employ-
ment elsewhere, leaving a 
vacant CVBC board position. 
Lori Norlien (Norlien Fine 
Arts) was appointed to fill 
that open board position at 
the meeting. 

Several wonderful door 
prizes from local businesses 
attending the meeting were 
awarded at the end of the 
meeting. 

Mathew and Amanda 
Dirksen shared some back-
ground about their business 
and the facility (Restoration 
& Construction Services). 
The Dirksens also provided 
a tour of the facility after the 
meeting. 

The next meeting of the 
CVBC will be held Thursday, 
April 14th at 11:30 am. Loca-
tion will be announced at a 
later time.

CVBC quarterly meeting held

MATHEW AND AMANDA DIRKSEN shared information about their business 
during the quarterly meeting of the Clear Valley Business Connections. (Photo by 
Mary Nehring.)

Clear Lake Township Board 
Chair Gary Gray gave an update on 
Clear Lake township happenings.  
(Photo by Mary Nehring.)

By Mark Kolbinger,
Contributing Writer

The Becker Twp. 
Board met Monday eve-
ning, dealing with a vari-
ety of housekeeping items, 
in addition to receiving 
an update from Sherburne 
County Assessor Michelle 
Moen.

Moen discussed efforts 
by her department to try 
and keep up with the fren-
zied real estate market and 
the efforts to assess residen-
tial and seasonal properties 
within the county.

In 2021, a low sup-
ply and strong demand 
for homes led to an ap-
proximately 15% increase 
in values within Becker 
Township, while 2022 is off 
to an equally torrid pace.

Moen noted that the 
median sale price in the 
township was $345,000, 
while the estimated market 
value was $325,000.  

“This is the highest 
market trend that I’ve seen 

in my 24 years of experi-
ence,” Moen said.

At the end of the pre-
sentation, Supervisor Brad 
Wilkening noted that just 
because a property value 
goes up by 20% or some 
other amount, that doesn’t 
mean the taxes will increase 
by that much.

Moen agreed, saying 
that increases in the com-
mercial and other rates 
across the county means 
that everyone’s property 
value can go up but their 
actual tax payment won’t 
increase by the same per-
centage.

Roads
In a move that shocked 

no one in attendance, 67th 
St. made another appear-
ance on the official agenda.

Road supervisors Joe 
Danielson and Robin Boros 
noted that they had not had 
official contact with the 
Santiago Township Board 
since an article from that 
jurisdiction appeared in the 
Patriot last week.

The board demurred 
from discussing the central 
portion of the roadway that 
has led to the contrasting 
opinions over the past year, 
but did note that if the two 
boards cannot come to an 
agreement about its status, 
then the issue could be de-
cided at the county level.

In addition, they re-
ported that the gravel work 
on the portion of the road 
east of Co. Rd. 11 and the 
asphalt work on the western 
portion near Co. Rd. 23 are 
still slated to be completed 
in 2022.

In other road news, the 
acquisition and installation 
of new fire signs was dis-
cussed and Danielson plans 
to have quotes available 
by the February meeting.  
Currently, there are 1,887 
fire signs located within the 
township, and the board is 
also considering making 
changes to the standard 
mailbox structures to en-

Assessor update for Becker Twp.

BECKER TWP.  to page 7
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Apply in person, 1 mile east of Becker, 
137th left, 1/8 mile on left. 612-747-0163    

NOW HIRING!
KASOWSKI GROUP

• FT FARM LABOR
• FT EQUIPMENT OPERATOR • FT FARM MECHANIC

 

 
Find meaningful 
employment.  
Build upon  
your skills. 
Create positive 
change.  

Cargill is one of the largest, most diverse and most successful food companies in the world, and our 
purpose is to nourish the world in a safe, responsible and sustainable way. We prioritize our employees’ 

health and well-being, who are essential to the food supply chain. Our broad scale and scope allow you to 
take your career anywhere you’d like; providing you with new opportunities for you to grow, develop and 

make an impact on the future of our business. Choose Cargill and take your opportunity to thrive! 
 

Cargill is an Equal Opportunity Employer, including Disability/Vet. 

Cargill is Now Hiring for Production roles in Monticello and Big Lake! 
 

Apply Online Today! 
 

 
Scan the QR 

code with your 
smart device 

to apply! 

Benefits Include: Overtime Potential, Vacation & Holiday Pay, Health 
Insurance, 401(k), Tuition Reimbursement, Life Insurance & Short Term 
Disability, Employee Discounts, and much more! 

$1,500 Sign-On Bonus! 
1st Shift Food Handler – $17.25+ /hour 
2nd Shift Food Handler – $19.25+ /hour 

3rd Shift Sanitation – $20.80+ /hour 
Maintenance Tech Multiple Shifts - $28.65 – $30.65+ /hour 

 

Visit: careers.cargill.com/Monticello-mn  or   careers.cargill.com/Biglake-mn     
 

                                                

Monticello          Big Lake 

NOW HIRING for Big Lake, 
Buffalo & surrounding area sites 

To apply online visit:
www.divinehouse.org or call (320) 231-2738

328 SW 5th Street, Willmar, MN 56201

Starting pay $16 and up for awake hours FT & PT with
afternoon/evening shifts. Asleep overnights $10.08/hr. Experience working 
with people with disabilities or background in medical field and supervisory 

experience helpful but not necessary. 

We believe that all people have the right to live and work in an environment which provides them 
with pride, self-respect, friendships, and the opportunity to achieve success while realizing that 
success is defined differently for everyone. We feel that our job is to offer friendship, security, 

and guidance to those we serve.

MAKE A
DIFFERENCE

HAVE FUN ALL
DAY

MAKE A LIVING

BRIDGES MN IS HIRING!
We empower people with disabilities to live their best

life, so join our team and apply today!

YOU CAN MAKE
A DIFFERENCE IN
SOMEONE'S LIFE,
WHILE GETTING
PAID TO DO IT!

Send your resume to amyo@bridgesmn.com

www.bridgesmn.com/employment

Elk River, Clearwater, or Monticello

MAKE A
DIFFERENCE

HAVE FUN ALL
DAY

MAKE A LIVING

BRIDGES MN IS HIRING!
We empower people with disabilities to live their best

life, so join our team and apply today!

YOU CAN MAKE
A DIFFERENCE IN
SOMEONE'S LIFE,
WHILE GETTING
PAID TO DO IT!

Send your resume to amyo@bridgesmn.com

www.bridgesmn.com/employment

Elk River, Clearwater, or Monticello

NOW
HIRING

Apply at: 24614 US Hwy 71, Belgrade, MN 56312  
Email your resume to hiring@bayerbuilt.com

Bayer Built  
Woodworks, Inc., providing  
quality product and unparalleled service to 900  
dealers throughout the Midwest, is looking to fill the 
following positions:

•  OTR Drivers

Competitive pay and benefits, a  
positive and clean work environment, 
and opportunities to advance your  
career with a local company that 
continues to grow. 

$10,000  

Sign On Bonus

Temporary, Seasonal, On-
Call Snow Plow Operator

Snow Plow Operator must have a Class A CDL license, and health 
card. Pre-employment physical, clean driving record and pass 

drug/alcohol screening. Must live within 20 minutes of Town hall 
and able to report for work, within 20 minutes of call. Have 
experience operating large snow plow trucks, sanding/salt 

application equipment and be familiar with operating large loaders.
This job requires on-call duty as the need arises. Hours vary and it 
is possible to work hours during the night time and more than 8 hr. 
shifts. Snowplowing will start during or after snow events. Plowing 
will continue until all roads and intersections passible. Cleaning, 
washing shop floor and snow equipment after use is required.

THERE WILL BE OTHER JOBS AS ASSIGNED BY THE 
MAINTENANCE STAFF OR TOWNSHIP BOARD, 

WHEN NECESSARY.
There are no set or given hours – on call, as needed. 

This job will end on or about the last snow of April 2022
Application is available at Clerks office or 

www.silvercreektwp.com/
Return application in person, mail or email 

@silvercreektwp@tds.net
Call the office for information at 763-878-2600 

or one of the Board Members

Silver Creek Township
3827 134th St. NW, Monticello, MN

Hours and days vary. We are flexible. Some 
computer skills preferred. Will train. 16 years and 

older. Apply in person, ask for John or Kim

13350 1st St., 
Becker, MN

HELP WANTED PT

Becker

TIME FOR A NEW JOB?
• Mechanical assembly
• Prod Assembly
• Forklift
• Maintenance
• Warehouse
• Office Manager
• Customer Sevice
+MORE!

Now Hiring!

320-251-1038 • expresspros.com/stcloudmn

Check out our 
express jobs 

app today!

New Pay 
RateS for 

2022

click, call, or text to learn more!

Paid training: call for 
instant phone screen

Help Wanted 
Full Time Maintenance Worker
Silver Creek Township is now accepting applications for one 
FT maintenance worker. Job includes all maintenance of the 
Township’s roads. Applicants must have Class A MN license 
with DOT Health card.  Must have a good driving record and 
be able to pass physical, background check and a drug test. 

References required.
Duties include operation and maintenance of all road 

maintenance equipment, graders, snow plows, loaders and 
dump trucks. Preferred applicant to live within 20 minutes 

of Town hall and be available on call. 
Pay will be commensurate on experience.  

Application and further list of duties are available at Town-
ship office, by email @ silvercreektwp@tds.net or 

at http://www.silvercreektwp.com.  
Call office at 763-878-2600 with questions. 

Silver Creek Township 3827 134th St NW Monticello MN

Immediate opening. Will
train, must be punctual &
have clean appearance.

$17/hour to start

763-350-0656
7124 Jason Ave NE

Monticello

Apply in person 
or Call John

BLUE
RIBBON

QUALITY MEATS
Is Hiring!

2 FT BUTCHERS/
MEAT PROCESSORS

BECKER PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS IS HIRING! 

BE A PART OF OUR TEAM!

for information on all our openings, please visit www.becker.k12.mn.us
Questions?  Contact AngelA Oswald @ 763-261-4502, option 3

Substitute Positions:
TEACHERS

PARAPROFESSIONALS
NURSES

CUSTODIANS
FOOD SERVERS/DISHWASHERS

BUS AND VAN DRIVERS

NOW HIRING
•• RESTAURANT/

FOOD COURT SUPERVISORS FT & PT 
Flexible Scheduling 

• FOOD COURT MANAGER – FT
Flexible Scheduling 

· SANDWICH & PIZZA CREATORS –  FT/PT
M-F Days - or evenings & weekends

· OVERNIGHT CASHIERS – FT & PT

Days or evenings & weekends

· CATERING ASSISTANTS – PT
Flexible Schedule

Employees enjoy benefits of food, gas, and gift shop discounts. 
We also offer options of medical, dental, company matching 401K, 

and paid time off. Come join a great team!

Candidates can apply in-person or online 
stacis@clearwatertravelplaza.com 
www.clearwatertravelplaza.com

320-558-2261

I-94 & Hwy 24, Clearwater, MN

· BAKERY PRODUCTION – PT & FT

· WEEKEND CUSTODIAN – PT

· DISHWASHERS – FT & PT

NOW HIRING
•• RESTAURANT/

FOOD COURT SUPERVISORS FT & PT 
Flexible Scheduling 

• FOOD COURT MANAGER – FT
Flexible Scheduling 

· SANDWICH & PIZZA CREATORS –  FT/PT
M-F Days - or evenings & weekends

· OVERNIGHT CASHIERS – FT & PT

Days or evenings & weekends

· CATERING ASSISTANTS – PT
Flexible Schedule

Employees enjoy benefits of food, gas, and gift shop discounts. 
We also offer options of medical, dental, company matching 401K, 

and paid time off. Come join a great team!

Candidates can apply in-person or online 
stacis@clearwatertravelplaza.com 
www.clearwatertravelplaza.com

320-558-2261

I-94 & Hwy 24, Clearwater, MN

· BAKERY PRODUCTION – PT & FT

· WEEKEND CUSTODIAN – PT

· DISHWASHERS – FT & PT

• Line Cooks • Prep Cooks 
• Quick Foods Cooks

No experience necessary 
starting at $15/hr.
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Serving our customers for 65 years!
Located at Hwy. 23 East, West of Rollie’s & East of Arnold’s Equipment

We carry a variety of Ritchie 
Fountains, parts & accessories

We stock Ritchie 

See us for your winter needs! SNow 
shovels, ice melter, clothing, sporting 

goods, toys, feed, & much More!

We have quality Ace Hardware tools 
& small engine parts.

parts & have most electric models on hand.
FT, PT & On-call Caregivers - All Shifts

Make a difference for 
individuals with 
disabilities as a DSP

Search jobs and apply online at:
sevitahealth.com

Call Erica for more information: 763-913-7486
SevitaHealth.com

By Mark Kolbinger,
Contributing Writer

Last Saturday’s State 
True Team meet was a great 
experience for the Becker 
Bulldog gymnastics team, 
as they competed strong 
against the best Class A 
teams in Minnesota.  Becker 
compiled 170.2 points to 
finish in seventh place out 
of the 10 team field, while 
Watertown-Mayer/Mound 
Westonka came away vic-
torious with a score of 
180.025.

“We came into the 
True Team State Meet 
ready to show up and show 
out!” Coach Kayla Ka-
linowski said. “Coming in 
ranked tenth in the state in 
a meet against the top ten 
Class A gymnastics teams 
in the state, we celebrated 
the fact that the only place 
we could go is up.”

Kalinowski’s team did 
just that, bettering three of 
the teams who had been 
ranked higher in the latest 
poll.

“We knew that most of 
these teams have qualified 
for the True Team State 
Meet the last few years 
and we were one of the 
only non-returning teams 
so we had to make a name 
for ourselves and prove 
we deserved to be there,” 
the coach said. “Our girls 
didn’t let the big environ-
ment and loud music scare 
them and had a fantastic 
meet.”

The True Team State 
meet has a different format 
than other meets, as there 
are no individual results 
kept, but instead five gym-
nasts per team compete in 
each event and all five 
scores count towards the 
final standings.

“This meet truly cele-
brates being a team,” Ka-
linowski added.

The Bulldogs started 
off the meet on floor, put-
ting forth their best effort of 

the season.
“We were able to not 

only hit our tumbling, but 
we performed our routines 
and got the cheering section 
to set the tone for the rest of 
the meet,” Kalinowski said.

Floor scores for Becker 
included: Bella Kuschel 
(8.425), Lauren Woelfel 
(8.85), Sarah Woelfel and 
Chloe Spear (9.05), and 
Riley Norberg closed it off 
with a 9.125.

“Riley Norberg led the 
way again and let her se-
nior leadership shine as she 
posted one of the highest 
vault scores of the entire 
meet.” Kalinowski said.

Next, the Bulldogs 
had an up and down per-
formance on the vault, but 
Kalinowski pointed out 
Norberg’s performance as 
one that kept the Bulldogs 
with some momentum.

“Riley hit a beauti-
ful pike tsuk to close out 
our rotation on a high,” 
Kalinowski said.  Scores 
included: Tessa Maruska 
(8.35), Kuschel (8.1), Sarah 
Woelfel (8.675), Emma 
Hennessey (9.1), and Nor-
berg (9.5).

The next event was 
bars and the Bulldogs held 
their own against some 
impressive routines from 
around the state. Theresa 
Johnson started things off 
with a 7.85, while Justine 
Vilmo fought hard through 
her routine for a 7.35. Next 
was Sarah Woelfel, who 
hit a great routine for an 
8.275, followed by Nor-
berg’s 8.125. Emma Hen-
nessey closed out the event 
for Becker with a beautiful 
8.35. 

The final event was the 
Beam, and Kalinowski felt 
they had their routines di-
aled in by that point.

“The girls really 
showed their focus and 
determination and rocked 
an amazing beam set,” the 
coach said.

Chloe Spear led off 
with what her coach called 
“a beautiful routine,” scor-
ing an 8.35, while Hen-
nessey followed with 
a 7.575. Sarah Woelfel 
(8.525), Lauren Woelfel 
(9.05) and Norberg (8.525) 
rounded out the scoring for 
Becker. 

“We had so many 
gymnasts step up and really 
show impressive maturity 
at a meet of that caliber and 
to not be intimidated by the 
big gymnastics and scores 
around us,” Kalinowski 
said. “Our girls were able 
to stay focused and in the 
zone, but still had a blast 
being able to cheer on 
other school and take in the 
whole experience.”

STATE TRUE TEAM.  The Becker Bulldogs gymnastics team performed well at the State True Team meet last Saturday in 
Melrose.  Pictured: (front L to R) Tessa Maruska, Riley Norberg, Emma Hennessey, and Chloe Spear. Back: Allie Deters, Lauren 
Woelfel, Theresa Johnson, Justine Vilmo, Sarah Woelfel, Bella Kuschel, and Hailey Duncombe. (Submitted photo.)

Bulldog gymnasts 
perform well at 
True Team

EMMA HENNESSY has been a 
stellar competitor for the Bulldogs 
this season.  Here she is pictured on the 
Beam in a recent match versus North 
Branch. (Submitted photo.)

By Mark Kolbinger,
Contributing Writer

The Becker Bulldog 
wrestling team had two in-
credible performances last 
week, as they picked up an-
other Mississippi 8 Confer-
ence win and then placed first 
in a large invitational tourna-
ment.

Thursday night, the 
Bulldogs manhandled the 
Cambridge-Isanti Bluejack-
ets, 62-6.

Bennett Kujawa picked 
up a major decision at 106 
pounds, but dropped the 113 
pound match to trail in the 
match 4-6. From there, the 
Bulldogs won 12 straight en 
route to the victory.

Winners from the Bull-
dogs in the lower weights in-
cluded: Kaden Nicolas (man.
dec. 120), Landen Kujawa 
(dec. 126), and Drew May 
(maj. dec. 132).

The Bulldogs then 
scored three straight pins, 
with Ethan Duncombe (138), 
Ethan Anderson (145) and 
Mason Doucette (152), each 
sticking their opponent in the 
second period.

Adam Jurek then won 
a 22-7 tech. fall over his op-
ponent at 160, followed by 
Tyson Ricker’s 4-2 decision 
win at 170.

The upper weight were 

dominated once again by the 
Bulldogs, as Ryan Nelson 
scored a fall with just six sec-
onds left in his match at 182, 
while Dylan Weber stuck his 
man at 195 in the second pe-
riod.

Joe Goth then eked out 
a 4-3 decision at 220, while 
Bryce Kuschel scored a first 
period pin in the 285 pounds 
match.

The dual match win then 
set up a monumental tilt for 
Thursday evening, when 
Becker will host Big Lake 
with a possible Mississippi 8 
title on the table.  Check back 
in next week’s Patriot for de-
tails.

Hutch Win
Last Saturday, the Bull-

dogs traveled to the Hutchin-
son Invite and came away 
with the championship hard-
ware, scoring 224.5 points 
to take the crown over sec-
ond place Watertown-May-
er-Mayer Lutheran (211.5).

There were a total of 12 
teams in the field, and Becker 
also picked up three individ-
ual titles in the weight classes.

“The team competed 
well and continues to prog-
ress as we near postseason,” 
Coach Travis Holt said. 
“They are developing the at-
tack first mentality and it has 
shown in their performances. 
Overall, we were very pleased 

with the weekend.”
Kaden Nicolas was the 

113 pound champion, win-
ning the title match with a 
first period fall.  Teammate 
Landen Kujawa picked up 
the title at 120, as the fresh-
man picked up a MD win 
over Minneota junior Peyton 
Gillund.

Dylan Weber continued 
his recent surge by winning 
the 182 pound bracket, in-
cluding a 4-2 decision over 
WMML senior Jonah Blak-
stad in the title match for 
Becker’s third individual title.

Drew May finished 
fourth at 126, while Ryan 
Boecker was fourth and team-
mate Nolan Muellner fifth at 
132.

Ethan Anderson was 
runner-up at 138, while Ethan 
Duncombe picked up a 4th 
place finish in the 145 pound 
bracket.

At 152, Mason Doucette 
placed third for the Bulldogs, 
while Adam Jurek was the 
runner-up at 160, losing a 
razor close 5-4 decision in the 
title match.

Tyson Ricker placed sec-
ond at 170, while Joe Goth 
finished in sixth place at 195.

Bryce Kuschel finished 
in third place at 285 to round 
out the Bulldogs’ win.

Bulldog wrestlers 
down Bluejackets, win 
at Hutchinson

BECKER TWP.  from page 5
sure it can better withstand the snow plowing season.

Broadband
The board tabled a request from Sherburne County for a funding request to include 22 more 

homes in a broadband project.
The project, which would provide fiber direct connections to a few underserved areas 

mostly in the northern part of the township, comes with a hefty price tag and the supervisors felt 
more information was needed.

Of the 49 possible residences to be served, the county had approximated that 22 would 
accept the service.

It was the consensus of the board that in order to allocate the significant funds requested, 
more information was needed about how, when, why and where the money would be spent.

In Other Business, the Board:
• Heard the Sheriff’s report from Sgt. Dan Frank, who detailed 177 calls for service in the 

last period;
• Directed Clerk Lucinda Messman to gather more information about the finances and cost 

appropriations of adding a trail along Co. Rd. 23 to City Park;
• Approved a variance for Carefree CC resident Linda Meyer;
• Approved partial payments for 142nd St. and 164th St. projects, while discussing the 97th 

St. project, which is slated for construction in 2023;
• Tabled the discussion about Recycle Day and co-hosting with the City of Becker. The 

board felt that the former version of the day, including garbage collection, could be a better fit 
for residents and they will explore what options exist to host their own event if needed.

• Set the Board of Audit meeting for Feb. 23 at 6 pm.

THESE BIG LAKE FIREFIGHTERS received  “Call of Duty” awards last Saturday. In order to receive this award, each fire-
fighter had to respond to more than 50% of the calls for service last year. The highest response from one person was an 
amazing 90%. (Submitted photo.)
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Be a Patriot Page 
Sponsor! Call 

763.275.0275 to 
secure your ad

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Appreciative of our 
local newspaper! 

We proudly support 
our communities

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Mon. - Thu., 9am-5pm; Fri. 9am-1pm

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Call us for 
your business 

insurance needs.

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Mon. - Thu., 9am-5pm; Fri. 9am-1pm

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Bundled options 
available, call today 

for your quote.

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Mon. - Thu., 9am-5pm; Fri. 9am-1pm

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Life insurance, make 
sure you have the 
right protection.

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Mon. - Thu., 9am-5pm; Fri. 9am-1pm

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Do you own a boat, 
ATV, motorcycle or 
RV? Call today for a 

free quote.

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Mon. - Thu., 9am-5pm; Fri. 9am-1pm

PROUD SPONSOR
OF THE 

NEWSPAPER,
EVENTS, ACTIVITIES

AND BUSINESSES
IN OUR LOCAL

COMMUNITIES!

763-262-5850
tjpottertrucking.com

Grateful for our 
community newspaper 

and all the events 
covered in our 

surrounding areas!

612.298.3608
Sarawaytashek 

@edinarealty.com

Good Luck Athletes!

SOLDSOLD
Sell now, in a maximum profit market 

with the trusted Real Estate Team 
Matt and Lindsay Marquette

Contact us today!

with full-service 
client care

REDUCEDREDUCED
COMMISSIONSCOMMISSIONS

Matt
612.298.9554

Realtor

Lindsay
612.298.9558

Client Care

WITH A 
CAPITAL S

Area/Sports News
PLANNING 
ON HAVING 

YOUR 
WINDOWS 
REPLACED 

THIS 
SUMMER?

Due to current conditions in the supply chain, 
manufacturing timeframes for new windows 

are now 4-5 months out!

DO NOT WAIT UNTIL SUMMER TO 
ORDER YOUR WINDOWS!

We will handle the whole project from start 
to finish. We are proudly offering Andersen 
Windows and Doors. Certified installers...

Made in the USA!

We are now available for measurements and 
provide FREE estimates! Call or email us to 

set up an appointment.

612-876-2679
office@landsonconstruction.com

License #: BC787654

By Bill Morgan, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

Dillon Radunz, the 
Becker Bulldog alum and  
Tennessee Titans’ sec-
ond-round pick in this 
year’s draft, lost his chance 
to be a Super Bowl cham-
pion when the Tennessee 
Titans coughed up a loss to 
the Cincinnati Bengals in 
last weekend’s divisional 
playoffs.

Radunz did not see any 
action in the game, but will 
head into the offseason as 
a strong potential starter in 
2022-23 with the starting 
five O-line in flux.

Radunz was selected 
with the idea he would com-
pete for the team’s starting 
right tackle position straight 
out of the gate. That never 
really materialized after al-
lowing Jack Conklin leave 
via free agency during the 
2020 offseason.

However, the transition 
from North Dakota State – 
an FCS power – proved 
much more daunting than 
the Titans or Radunz ever 
would have imagined. As 
they always say, the speed 
of the game takes the most 
adjusting.

Heading into the draft, 
the Titans liked Radunz’s 
versatility. They felt the 
second-rounder could play 
both guard and tackle, and 
he worked at both spots 
during Senior Bowl prac-
tices in January. However, 
the team would like Radunz 
to fit in at one position and 
be the anchor whether at 
tackle or guard for years to 
come.

“In a perfect world, he 
plays one position,” offen-
sive line coach Keith Carter 
said. “You stick him there 
and see where it can get 
him. We’re going to need 
him to play more than one 
spot.”

Radunz’ fate might all 
change come next fall.

“Dillon’s doing a nice 
job plugging him in where 
ever we ask him to play and 
knows his stuff, said Todd 
Downing, offensive coor-
dinator for the Tennessee 
Titans.

“We’ll just continue 
to watch him grow and de-
velop,” he said.

Radunz did get his first 
start in a game versus San 
Francisco in week 16. His 
task was to try and shut 
down one of the best pass 
rushers in Nick Bosa and 
Radunz did just that. So 
much that Bosa ended up 
moving to the right side 
of the line to face David 
Quessenberry, whom Bosa 

deemed an easier matchup 
than the rookie.

Titans management 
have said Radunz “has a 
future on the outside where 
he could use his athleticism 
and length to leverage his 
way around and in front of 
defenders.” They say he has 
the perfect blend of athlet-
icism and size to play as a 
fullback or tight end in their 
jumbo packages. 

In fact, you could hon-
estly have him take Geoff 
Swaim’s place on the bulk 
of running downs consid-
ering his struggles in run 
blocking this season.

Will Lomas, a writer 
for the Titans said in early 
January, “Regardless of 
how they might use him, 
the fact is that they just 
need him on the field in 
some role. The coaching 
staff can’t pretend like he is 
still a work in progress any-
more and the fans should 
be furious if the coaching 
staff makes him a healthy 
scratch again.”

One of Radunz’ issues 
has been his time away from 
the game. Counting the two 
preseason games this year, 
Radunz had played in only 
three games since the 2019 
college season because the 
pandemic restricted North 
Dakota State’s schedule to 
one game. No matter how 
much time you spend get-
ting reps in practice, it’s 
hard to shake that kind of 
rust off and be at full speed.

“Once he catches up to 
the speed of the game, he 
plays lightning fast,” said 
former North Dakota State 
offensive line coach A.J. 
Blazek “He’s a guy that un-
derstands X’s and O’s. He’s 
an engineer. He’s really 
smart with angles. Some 
guys that are thinkers, they 
slow down. He’s able to 

process all of that and still 
play fast too.”

In August in Tennes-
see’s second preseason 
game, Radunz started at 
right guard against the 
Buccaneers before moving 
to right tackle. Buccaneers’ 
first-round pick Joe Try-
on-Shpyinka beat Radunz 
repeatedly off the edge.

Tryon finished with 
one sack and a QB hit to 
go along with a number 
of pressures. Sometimes 
it was a bull rush, other 
times it was speed off the 
edge. Almost every time, it 
wasn’t pretty.

However, the inconsis-
tency didn’t rock Radunz 
from his confidence and 
nerve. 

“He’s had his strug-
gles,” offensive line coach 
Keith Carter said. “But 
every rookie has their 
struggles. He’s got a great 
attitude. We focus on small 
victories. There are things 
improving and getting bet-
ter every day.”

All season, coaches 
have praised the work 
ethic and the character of 
Radunz, who headed out 
to the practice field early 
each day, eager for the op-
portunity to do extra work 
with assistant offensive 
line coach Mike Sullivan. 
There was never a hint that 
Radunz’s struggles were 
anything like right tackle 
Isaiah Wilson’s, the Titans’ 
2019 first-round pick, who 
self-destructed during his 
rookie season.

Prior to week 16, Ra-
dunz had been scratched 
from the lineup five times, 
most recently in Week 13 
against Jacksonville. In the 
nine games Radunz played, 
he logged a grand total of 
53 offensive snaps.

“Obviously, as far as 

goals for myself, you feel 
disappointed when you 
don’t play as much as you 
want,” Radunz said. “We’re 
all competitors on this 
team. We’re all going to 
want to play more. So ob-
viously there’s going to be 
that disappointment there. 
But you’ve got to under-
stand that. You’ve got to be 
teachable.”

But, at the Thursday 
morning team meeting two 
days before Christmas, 
Radunz got the word: He 
would be the Titans’ start-
ing left tackle that night. 
Protecting the blind side. In 
a nationally televised game. 
Against a hard-charging 
San Francisco defense that 
featured Nick Bosa, who 
entered the contest with 15 
sacks, just 2.5 behind NFL 
leader T.J. Watt.

“Dillon, a guy who 
didn’t even know he was 
going to be active proba-
bly, and all of a sudden he 
is starting the game and 
playing every play for us,” 
Quarterback Ryan Tanne-
hill said in the team’s 20-17 
win. “It felt like he did a 
great job.”

“I feel like I did de-
cent,” said Radunz. 
“There’s obviously stuff 
to continue to improve on. 
I didn’t feel like I did ter-
rible. The most important 
part is the team got a win. 
And I was able to fill that 
role.”

Welcome to the spot-
light, Dillon Radunz. Let’s 
hope he continues to shine 
come next July when 
training camp opens. And 
maybe, just maybe, Dillon 
helps bring a Super Bowl 
title to Tennessee. 

Titan Up!

DILLON RADUNZ (L) started his first game as a pro in week 16 of the regular season, even getting the task of blocking all-
pro defensive lineman Nick Bosa of the San Francisco Forty-Niners. Radunz’ season (as well as his team’s) ended last weekend 
with a last second loss to the Cincinnati Bengals. (Christopher Hanewinckel-USA TODAY Sports).

Radunz hopes next year is his year

By Mark Kolbinger,
Contributing Writer

It was another success-
ful week for the Becker 
girls basketball team, as 
last Friday they knocked off 
the Princeton Tigers before 
going on the road Tuesday 
night and securing a 96-30 
win over their Hwy. 10 ri-
vals, the Big Lake Hornets.  

Against the Hornets, 
the Bulldogs were hitting 
on all cylinders offensively, 
including from beyond the 
three-point arc as they hit 
12 long balls in the game.  
Defensively, Becker smoth-
ered the Hornets all eve-
ning, holding Big Lake to 
just 12 second half points.

The Bulldog bench 
played heavy minutes in 
the game and the players 
responded, with eight total 
Bulldogs cracking the scor-
ing column.

“As a team, we shot 
63% which is best I can 
ever remember for a game,” 
coach Dan Baird said. “We 
were 12-for-20 from the 
three point line.”

The Bulldogs forced 
35 Hornet turnovers, while 
also amassing a 33-16 edge 
in the rebounding depart-
ment.

Baird also sang the 
praises of several of his 
players who packed the 
stats book.

“Maren Westin was 
close to a quadruple dou-
ble, with 19 points, nine 

rebounds, seven assists, 
and eight steals... this is 
one of the best individual 
performances I’ve seen!,” 
Baird said. “Addy Kent had 
23 points, five assists, and 
eight steals.”

Senior Emily Steen 
again led the Hornet of-
fense, as she had 14 points 
in the game.

The win pushed Becker 
to a perfect 8-90 record in 
the Mississippi 8 Con-
ference and 11-4 overall.  
The very young Hornets, 
who play just one senior, 
remained winless on the 
season.

Becker scoring: Dani 
Nuest – 16, Maren Westin 
– 19, Ayla Brown – 17, 
Madi Bass – three, Adeline 
Kent – 23, Alexa Voller – 
two, Lexi Rose – 11, Liz 
Mackedanz – five.

Big Lake scoring: Lexi 
Moen – seven, Rylie Stern-
quist – five, Emily Steen – 
14, Abby Polacec – four.

Tigers
Last Friday, the Bull-

dogs traveled to Princeton 
and again poured on the 
offense, claiming a 92-52 
victory.

Becker amassed a 
49-30 halftime lead behind 
23 first half points from 
Ayla Brown.

“Ayla had 34 points in 
the game, which was a ca-
reer high and just five off 
the school record,” Baird 
said. “She also shared the 
ball with seven assists on 

13-for-21 shooting and was 
4-for-6 from the three point 
line.”

Baird noted that Brown 
was being featured as one 
of the Star Tribune’s play-
ers of the week.

Becker’s shooting was 
impressive at 53% for the 
game, but they also took 
care of the ball well.

“As a team we had only 
six turnovers and played a 
solid game,” Baird added.

Becker scoring: Nuest  
– 18 (six assists), Westin – 
17 (eight rebounds), Brown 
– 34 (seven assists, four 
steals), Kent – 12 (seven 
deflections), Rose – 11 
(eight rebounds).

Season Check-in
The Bulldogs are past 

the half-way point of the 
season and they’ve played 
one of the most difficult 
non-conference schedules 
in the state. Despite the 
tough competition, Baird is 
happy with where is team is 
headed.

“For the Season, we 
are 11-4 overall and ranked 
second in the state,” Baird 
said. “We are starting to 
play through some early 
season kinks and we are 
playing great basketball 
right now! We are super 
excited about the rest of the 
season, and what we can 
accomplish. This is a fun 
group of girls to coach, and 
we’re starting to establish 
an exciting identity!”

Bulldog girls claim 
two more M8 wins

Submitted Article

(Editor’s Note: The 
following article was ap-
propriated from the Wright 
County’s website).

The Minnesota DNR is 
opening the annual aquatic 
plant management grant 
process.

In 2022, a total of $1.25 
million will be available to 
fund projects to help man-
age invasive aquatic plants. 
This includes $850,000 in 
special one-time funds to 
help lake associations man-
age invasive aquatic plants. 
These one-time grants will 
be available for both tradi-
tional control projects and 
projects focused on new 
infestations and innovative 
control methods.  

Applications were ac-
cepted starting at midnight 
on Friday, Jan. 21. The ap-
plication deadline is 9 a.m. 
on Monday, Feb. 21.

Application materials 
and details about the grant 
types and requirements 
are available on the 2021 
Aquatic Invasive Species 
Control Grant Program 
page of the DNR web-
site (mndnr.gov/grants/
aquat ic_ invas ive /con-
trol-projects.html).

Applicants must submit 
an invasive aquatic plant 
management permit appli-
cation through the Minne-
sota DNR Permitting and 
Reporting System (mndnr.
gov/mpars) before submit-
ting a grant application. A 
copy of the permit applica-
tion must be submitted with 
the grant application.

More details regard-
ing eligible costs can be 
found on the 2021 Aquatic 
Invasive Species Control 
Grant Program page of the 
DNR website (mndnr.gov/
grants/aquatic_invasive/
control-projects.html).

Questions may be di-
rected to DNR aquatic 
invasive species research 
and grants coordinator Jake 
Walsh or to DNR regional 
invasive species specialists 
(mndnr.gov/invasives/ais/
contacts.html).

Grant 
Applications 

Open for 
Invasive 
Aquatic 

Plant 
Management
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Classifieds

OAK PARK
CREAMERY

See us for all your feed 
needs. Hubbard, Heims, 
Purina & Oak Park brand 
feeds. Crystalyx tubs. We 
specialize in small orders 
of custom made feed. RR 
Corn $194.00/Bag. EN-
LIST E3 Soybeans $50.00/
Bag.

OAK PARK CREAMERY
16623 Ironwood Rd NE

Oak Park, MN
320-968-7864

Farm Supplies

NOTICE: Outdoor Furnace, 
Parts and Supplies, High 
demand and limited avail-
ability. Plan and look ahead. 
Reserve now to have one 
for this summer or fall instal-
lation. We feature Central 
Boiler furnaces and products 
for complete installation. We 
have Financing available, 
26% Tax Credit available on 
some models. Reserve today  
Class-Act Outdoor Furnace 
763-972-6255                              
________________________

Outdoor Furnaces

AUCTIONS:
WRIGHTZ AUCTION CO. 
“Your Locally Owned, Full Service 
Auction Company” MACHINERY 
CONSIGNMENT SALE, MARCH 
7, 9 AM. Consign Early by February 
18, for Complete Advertising. CON-
SIGN TODAY, 641-398-2218, Hwy 
218, Floyd, IA. www.wrightzauc-
tionco.com (mcn)

AUTOMOBILES:
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK 
TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. 
Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax Deduct-
ible, Free Towing, All Paperwork 
Taken Care Of. CALL 1-855-977-
7030 (mcn)
DONATE YOUR CAR TO 
CHARITY. Receive maximum 
value of write off for your taxes. 
Running or not! All conditions ac-
cepted. Free pickup. Call for details. 
855-752-6680 (mcn)
CASH FOR CARS! We buy all 
cars! Junk, high-end, totaled – it 
doesn’t matter! Get free towing and 
same day cash! NEWER MODELS 
too! Call 1-855-548-5240 (mcn)
SAVE MONEY ON EXPENSIVE 
AUTO REPAIRS! Our vehicle 
service program can save you up to 
60% off dealer prices and provides 
you excellent coverage! Call for a 
free quote: 877-385-3047 (Mon-Fri 
:9am-4pm PST) (mcn)
CABLE/INTERNET:
DIRECTV for $69.99/mo for 12 
months with CHOICE Package. 
Watch your favorite live sports, 
news & entertainment anywhere. 
One year of HBO Max FREE. Di-
rectv is #1 in Customer Satisfaction 
(JD Power & Assoc.) Call for more 
details! (some restrictions apply) 
Call 1-866-296-1409.(mcn)
Earthlink High Speed Internet. As 
Low As $49.95/month (for the first 3 
months.) Reliable High Speed Fiber 
Optic Technology. Stream Videos, 
Music and More! Call Earthlink 
Today 1-855-679-7096. (mcn)
DISH Network. $64.99 for 190 
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet, 
$19.99/mo. (where available.) 
Switch & Get a FREE $100 Visa 
Gift Card. FREE Voice Remote. 
FREE HD DVR. FREE Streaming 
on ALL Devices. Call today! 1-855-
434-0020 (mcn)\
BEST SATELLITE TV with 2 
Year Price Guarantee! $59.99/mo 
with 190 channels and 3 months free 
premium movie channels! Free next 
day installation! Call 855-824-1258. 
(mcn)
DirecTV Satellite TV Service 
Starting at $59.99/month! Free In-
stallation! 160+ channels available. 
Call Now to Get the Most Sports & 
Entertainment on TV! 844-558-1767 
(mcn)
EDUCATION:
COMPUTER & IT TRAINING 
PROGRAM! Train ONLINE to get 
the skills to become a Computer & 
Help Desk Professional now! Grants 
and Scholarships available for 
certain programs for qualified ap-
plicants. Call CTI for details! 1-844-
843-2771 (mcn)
TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDI-
CAL BILLING! Become a Medical 
Office Professional online at CTI! 
Get Trained, Certified & ready to 
work in months! Call 833-751-0776. 
(M-F 8am-6pm ET) (mcn)
EMPLOYMENT/HELP WANTED:
Full-time agricultural advertis-
ing sales representative wanted in 
Southern Minnesota and Northern 
Iowa. Email resume to joyce.f@
star-pubs.com. (mcn)
FINANCIAL:
STOP worrying! SilverBills elim-
inates the stress and hassle of bill 
payments. All household bills guar-
anteed to be paid on time, as long 
as appropriate funds are available. 
Computer not necessary. Call for a 
FREE trial or a custom quote today. 

SilverBills 1-866-918-0981(mcn)
The COVID crisis has cost us all 
something. Many have lost jobs and 
financial security. Have $10K In 
Debt? Credit Cards. Medical Bills. 
Car Loans. Call NATIONAL DEBT 
RELIEF! We can help! Get a FREE 
debt relief quote: Call 1-866-552-
0649.(mcn)
HEALTH & MEDICAL:
Green Roads’ Pain Relief Cream. 
Great for backaches, arthritis, mus-
cle aches & more. Get pain relief 
exactly where you need it most. Use 
code: PAIN to get three FREE gifts! 
Visit http://greencbdtoday.com/mid-
west (mcn)
Stroke and Cardiovascular disease 
are leading causes of death, accord-
ing to the American Heart Associa-
tion. Screenings can provide peace 
of mind or early detection! Contact 
Life Line Screening to schedule your 
screening. Special offer - 5 screen-
ings for just $149. Call 1-866-742-
7290 (mcn)
Portable Oxygen Concentrator 
May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mobil-
ity with the compact design and 
long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 844-716-
2411.(mcn)
50 Blue Pills for only $99.00! Plus 
S&H. Discreet, Save $500.00 Now! 
Call Today. 1-855-917-5790 (mcn)
DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 350 plus 
procedures. Real dental insurance  
NOT just a discount plan. Do not 
wait! Call now! Get your FREE 
Dental Information Kit with all 
the details! 1-855-973-9175 www.
dental50plus.com/https://www.den-
tal50plus.com/midwest #6258 (mcn)
Aloe Care Health, medical alert 
system. The most advanced med-
ical alert product on the market. 
Voice-activated! No wi-fi needed! 
Special offer! Call and mention offer 
code CARE20 to get $20 off Mobile 
Companion. Call today! 1-855-654-
1926. (mcn)
Hero takes the stress out of man-
aging medications. Hero sorts and 
dispenses meds, sends alerts at dose 
times and handles prescription re-
fill and delivery for you. Starting 
at $24.99/month. No initiation fee. 
90-day risk-FREE trial! Call 1-855-
484-6339. (mcn)
INCOME OPPORTUNITIES:
Become a published author! Pub-
lications sold at all major secular 
& specialty Christian bookstores. 
CALL Christian Faith Publishing 
for your FREE author submission 
kit. 1-888-981-5761 (mcn)
MISCELLANEOUS:
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 10% 
Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-855-577-1268. Promo Code 285. 
(mcn)
GENERAC Standby Generators 
provide backup power during utility 
power outages, so your home and 
family stay safe and comfortable. 
Prepare now. Free 7-year extended 
warranty ($695 value!). Request a 
free quote today! Call for additional 
terms and conditions. 1-877-228-
5789 (mcn)
Wesley Financial Group, LLC 
Timeshare Cancellation Experts. 
Over $50,000,000 in timeshare debt 
and fees cancelled in 2019. Get free 
informational package and learn 
how to get rid of your timeshare! 
Free consultations. Over 450 pos-
itive reviews. Call 877-326-1608. 
(mcn)
Looking for assisted living, mem-
ory care, or independent living? A 
Place for Mom simplifies the process 
of finding senior living at no cost to 

your family. Call 1-877-580-3710 
today! (mcn)
The Generac PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery storage system. SAVE 
money, reduce your reliance on the 
grid, prepare for power outages and 
power your home. Full installation 
services available. $0 Down Financ-
ing Option. Request a FREE, no 
obligation, quote today. Call 1-877-
381-3059. (mcn)
LONG DISTANCE MOVING: 
Call today for a FREE QUOTE 
from America’s Most Trusted Inter-
state Movers. Let us take the stress 
out of moving! Speak to a Reloca-
tion Specialist, call 877-327-0795. 
(mcn)
FREE AUTO INSURANCE 
QUOTES for uninsured and insured 
drivers. Let us show you how much 
you can save! Call 855-995-2382 
(mcn)
NEED NEW FLOORING? Call 
Empire Today® to schedule a 
FREE in-home estimate on Carpet-
ing & Flooring. Call Today! 844-
785-0305 (mcn)
UPDATE YOUR HOME with 
Beautiful New Blinds & Shades. 
FREE in-home estimates make 
it convenient to shop from home. 
Professional installation. Top qual-
ity - Made in the USA. Call for free 
consultation: 866-970-3073. Ask 
about our specials! (mcn)
BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. 
EASY, ONE DAY updates! We 
specialize in safe bathing. Grab bars, 
no slip flooring & seated showers. 
Call for a free in-home consultation: 
855-836-2250. (mcn)
Never Pay For Covered Home Re-
pairs Again! Complete Care Home 
Warranty COVERS ALL MAJOR 
SYSTEMS AND APPLIANCES. 
30 DAY RISK FREE. $200.00 OFF 
+ 2 FREE Months! 1-844-596-1237. 
Hours Mon-Thu, Sun : 9:30 am to 
8:00 pm Fri : 9:30 am to 2:00 pm (all 
times Eastern). (mcn)
Need IRS Relief $10K - $125K+ 
Get Fresh Start or Forgiveness Call 
1-877-258-1647 Monday through 
Friday 7AM-5PM PST (mcn)
Never clean your gutters again! 
Affordable, professionally installed 
gutter guards protect your gutters 
and home from debris and leaves 
forever! For a FREE Quote call: 
877-761-1449 (mcn)
PROTECT YOUR HOME AND 
FAMILY with Vivint Smart 
Home. Call 866-243-6022 today to 
receive a FREE $50 GIFTCARD 
with your purchase. Use promo 
code: FREE50 (mcn)
VACATION/TRAVEL:
DISCOUNT AIR TRAVEL. Call 
Flight Services for best pricing on 
domestic & international flights 
inside and from the US. Serving 
United, Delta, American & South-
west and many more airlines. Call 
for free quote now! Have travel 
dates ready! 866-538-0071(mcn)
WANT TO BUY:
PAYING TOP CA$H FOR 
MEN’S SPORT WATCHES! 
Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek 
Philippe, Heuer, Daytona, GMT, 
Submariner, Speedmaster.. Call: 
866-314-9742. (mcn)
TOP CA$H PAID FOR OLD 
GUITARS! 1920-1980 Gibson, 
Martin, Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone, 
Guild, Mosrite, Rickenbacker, Prai-
rie State, D’Angelico, Stromberg. 
And Gibson Mandolins / Banjos. 
866-470-1643. (mcn)
Wanted: Antique Bicycles from 
1930’s-50’s. Deluxe or unusual 
models with horn tanks, headlights, 
etc. Also buying Schwinn Stingray 
bikes from 1960’s-70’s. Top prices 
paid. Will pick up anywhere. 309-
645-4623 (mcn)

DESKTOPS AND LAPTOP 
REPAIR. On-site or drop off. 
Computer cleanup - upgrades. 
Big Lake, 763-263-7070.
________________________

Computers

FREE
ADULT BASIC ED & GED

CLASSES
GED Test Preparation

It’s never too late to learn!

Call Community Ed for more 
information 763-261-4506

Tuesdays from 6-8:30 PM
Becker High School Library

(Enter Door #11)
No need to Pre-Register,

 just come to class!

Adult Basic Ed. Minnesota Newspaper Association Classifieds

MURPHY
CHEVROLET

New & Used Cars & Trucks
(320) 968-6239

www.murphychevrolet.com

Automotive

220 USED CARS to choose 
from. We also BUY used cars. 
Guaranteed Approval! Brandl 
Auto Connection, 559 Hwy 10, 
St. Cloud (next to the red barn 
Dairy Queen). 320-229-1900. 
Apply online at: 
www.BrandlAutoConnection.com
________________________

Used Cars

Young @ Heart

3rd Thurs. Each Month, 
11:30 Lunch and Program
Rejoice Lutheran Church 

Clearwater, MN

Seniors

October 31, 2020
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Wanda Woolhouse 

14975 River St., Becker
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Salon

STUDIO 
APARTMENT

In Becker for rent De-
cember 1st at Pineview 
Apartments. Clean, quiet 
& well maintained. $595/
month, includes water, 
heat, garbage, & parking 
space. Requirements for 
rent are based on a full 
background check, no 
prior evictions or crimi-
nal record. Minimum re-
quirements of income & 
rental history apply. 

No pets. 
If interested call Todd at 
612-616-0984.

Studio Apartment

Game Time

   

 
 
		

 
		   
 
		   
	  
		

Becker Area Senior Center (BASC) 
Upcoming Events

BASC at Becker 
Community Center (BCC)

Mon., Jan. 31: Open All Day; 5am-Coffee’s on; 10am-Cribbage 
Tues., Feb. 1: 9am-Coffee, Conversation, Cards; 11:30am-Branson Sight 
& Sound Theatre Show “Moses”. On our big screen TV. 
Wed., Feb. 2: Open All Day; 5am-Coffee’s on; 
Thurs., Feb. 3: 9am-Coffee, Conversation, Cards; 11:30am-Create a 
Craft for your Valentine.
Fri., Feb. 4: BCC Open all Day; 5am-Coffee’s On

Becker Community Center: 763-200-4271
BASC Coordinator: Carol Brunn

Activity Coordinator: Pat Throlson
Blood Pressure available whenever BASC is open  

Send activity/class opportunities to: basc.becker@gmail.com

 
Big Lake Senior 

Center
The Big Lake Senior 

Club meets Tues., 1-4pm, Big 
Lake City Hall, 160 Lake St. 
North. 

We would love to have 
you join us for card games, 
refreshments  & conversation. 

For More Information Call: 
(763) 309-1010 and/or

(763) 263-7134

 
 This Week’s  

Calendar Events:
Sun. - Jan. 30, 2022:
•  National Croissant Day 
•  Catholic Schools Week (1/30-
2/5)  
Mon. - Jan. 31, 2022:
•  National Hot Chocolate Day
Tues. - Feb. 1, 2022:
•  African Hertiage & Health 
Week (2/1-2/7)
•  Chinese New Year (Year of the 
Tiger)
•  Moon Phase: New Moon
•  National Women’s Heart Well-
ness Day
•  Freedom Day: Anniversary
•  Car Insurance First Issued: 
120th Anniversary, 1898
Wed. - Feb. 2, 2022:
•  Groundhog Day
•  National Girls & Women in 
Sports Day
•  U.S. Nationals Snow Sculpting 
Competition (2/2-2/6)
Thurs. - Feb. 3, 2022:
•  Veterinary Pharmacists Day
•  National Carrot Cake Day
•  The Day the Music Died, Anni-
versary, 1959    
Fri. - Feb. 4, 2022:
•  BHS: Student Half Day-Dis-
tance learning 8:10am-12:15pm 
•  World Cancer Day
•  National Wear Red Day
•  National Homemade Soup Day
•  USO Founded: Anniversary, 
1941
Sat. - Feb. 5, 2022:
•  Take Your Child to the Library 
Day
•  Weatherperson’s Day
•  World Nutella Day

(Becker Schools=BS 
Becker High School=BHS   

Becker Middle School=BMS  
Becker Intermediate School=BIS 

 Early Childhood Family  
Education=ECFE

Big Lake School=BLS 
Clearview School=CVS)

Becker Library Events
Shredded Book Challenge: Guess 
the name of the classic book just by 
looking at the shredded pages. Enter 
your answer for a chance to win 
a prize. For teens & adults. Spon-
sored by the Friends of the Becker 
Library. Tues., Feb. 1 to Sat., Feb. 
19, during library open hours

Storytime—NEW DAY OF 
WEEK! Children, with a favorite 
adult, enjoy books, songs, rhymes 
& movement activities while 
building language, early literacy 
& school readiness skills through 
reading, singing, talking & playing. 
Social distancing measures will be 
in place at programs. Please stay 
home when sick. For ages 2-6. 
Registration required. Sponsored by 
the Friends of the Becker Library. 
Wed., Feb. 2, 9, 16, & 23, 10:30-
11:00am.

Beginner Crochet Class: Join 
Abbey Swanson at the Becker Li-
brary for a beginner’s crochet class. 
Create a beanie hat. All supplies 
provided. For ages teen & adult. 
Limit 15. Registration required. 
Sponsored by the Friends of the 
Becker Library.
Mon., Feb. 7, 5:30-7:30pm.

Library Lovers Scavenger Hunt: 
Join the hunt & show your love 
for the Becker Library by finding 
all the hidden hearts.  Once all the 
hearts are found, enter for a chance 
to win a new book! For ages 3-12. 
Sponsored by the Friends of the 
Becker Library & Pioneer West 
Legacy. Mon., Feb. 7 to Sat., Feb. 
26, during library open hours.

Guess the Theme: Can you guess 
what all the items on display in the 
Young Adult area have in common? 
It could be anything from the con-

tent or the pictures on the cover. 
Enter your answers for a chance to 
win a prize. For teens. Sponsored 
by Friends of the Becker Library. 
Mon., Feb. 7 to Saturday, Feb. 12, 
during library open hours

Author Todd Melby: Visit with 
author Todd Melby as he talks 
about his book, “A Lot Can Hap-
pen in the Middle of Nowhere:  
The Untold Story of the Making of 
Fargo. Social distancing measures 
will be in place at programs. Please 
stay home when sick. For teens & 
adults. Registration requested. Sat., 
Feb. 19, 10:30-11:30am.

Becker Book Club: Read the 
monthly book selection & join the 
group for discussion. Stop by the 
desk to hear about our current book 
title & get details. Social distancing 
measures will be in place at pro-
grams. Please stay home when sick. 
For adults. Registration is required.

Big Lake Library Events
Storytime—NEW DAY OF THE 
WEEK! Children, with a favorite 
adult, enjoy books, songs, rhymes, 
& movement activities while build-
ing language & early literacy skills 
through reading, singing, talking, & 
playing. Social distancing measures 
will be in place at programs. Please 
stay home when sick. For ages 2-6. 
Limit 20. Registration required. 
Sponsored by the Friends of the Big 
Lake Library. Tues., Feb. 1, 15 & 
22, Fri., Feb. 4, 11, 18 & 25, 10:30-
11:00am. 

Wooden Bracelet Take/Make kit: 
Decorate the wooden bracelet, in-
cluded in the kit, as a gift for your-
self or a friend. This is a kit intended 
for completion at home. Available 
while supplies last. For ages 6 to 12. 
Sponsored by the Friends of the Big 

Lake Library. Wed., Feb. 2, during 
library open hours.

Author Todd Melby: Visit with 
author Todd Melby as he talks 
about his book, “A Lot Can Happen 
in the Middle of Nowhere: The Un-
told Story of the Making of Fargo. 
Social distancing measures will be 
in place at programs. Please stay 
home when sick. For teens & adults. 
Registration requested. Sat., Feb. 5, 
10:30-11:30am.

Library Lovers Scavenger Hunt: 
Join the hunt & show your love for 
the Becker Library by finding all the 
hidden hearts. Once all the hearts 
are found, enter for a chance to win 
a new book! For ages 3-12. Spon-
sored by the Friends of the Becker 
Library & Pioneer West Legacy. 
Mon., Feb. 7 to Saturday, Feb. 26, 
during library open hours.

Tech Tuesdays for Seniors: Want 
to read an eBook on a tablet or take 
a practice driving test? Call the 
Big Lake Library, 763-263-6445, 
to schedule a 20 minute session 
on how to use the Digital Library 
or other online, library resources. 
Tues., Feb. 8, 10am.-1pm.

ECFE at the Library: ECFE & 
the library are partnering to host a 
monthly circle time! Join us as we 
sing songs, do movement activities, 
create fun crafts, & read books. 
For ages 0-5 & their families. So-

cial distancing measures will be in 
place at programs. Please stay home 
when sick. Space is limited. Regis-
tration required. Please register 
with Big Lake ECFE. Tues., Feb. 8, 
11am.-12pm.

Tiny Tot Tuesday: This is a 
self-directed time for parents/care-
givers to explore and play with their 
little ones. Activities that help to 
build early literacy & school readi-
ness will be set up around the Com-
munity Room down the hall from 
the library. Supplies are provided. 
Social distancing measures will be 
in place at programs. Please stay 
home when sick. Limit 10. Reg-
istration required. Tues., Feb. 22, 

10:30-11:00am.

Clearwater  Library Events
Photography Workshop: Learn to 
take better pictures from the com-
bined experience of this group of 
amateur photographers. Beginners 
are encouraged to attend. Open dis-
cussion starts at 6:00 p.m. For teens 
& adults. Wed., Feb. 
2, 6-8pm.

Gee’s Bend Quilt Program: Join 
local art teacher, Joan Jacobsen, as 
she introduces you to the African 
American women of Gee’s Bend, 
Alabama who have only recently 
been recognized for their import-
ant work in fiber art. Children 

will be introduced to these wom-
en & their beautiful, artistic quilts 
through a short video and the book 
“Stitchin’ and Pullin’” by Patricia 
C. McKissack. They will explore 
color schemes, symmetry, asym-
metry & design creation in quilting 
by looking at real life examples of 
hand-stitched and machine stitched 
quilts. Then it will be their turn to 
create a paper collage quilt square. 
For ages 5-12. Limit 25. A Legacy 
event. Sat., Feb. 5, 10:30-11:30am.

Valentine’s Take & Make: Pick 
up a Take & Make kit to celebrate 
the day of friendship & love. While 
supplies last. Mon., Feb. 7, during 
open hours.

Library Hours:
2022

Mon 1-7pm
Tue 10am-5pm
Wed 10am-5pm

Thur 1-7pm
Fri 1-5pm

Sat 10am-1pm

Becker
Public Library

Library Hours:
2022

Mon 1-6pm
Tue 10am-5pm

Wed 1-7pm
Thur 1-5pm

Fri 10am-5pm
Sat 10am-1pm

Big Lake
Public Library

Library Hours:
2022 

Mon 1-6pm
Tue 10am-1pm/3-6pm

Wed 3-8pm
Thur 10am-1pm

Fri 3-6pm
Sat 10-1pm

Clearwater
Public Library

www.patriotnewsmn.com

                                     Week of January 30, 2022             
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MISCELLANEOUS

ONLY $279 to reach a statewide audience
of 1.7 million readers!!! 1-800-279-2979

WANTED TO BUYEMPLOYMENT

MISCELLANEOUS

PROPOSALS

PERMITTING AND
INSTALLATION MANAGER

Grow with the leading inclined eleva-
tor manufacturer. Manage permitting 
and installations. Full-time. Some travel 
in Minnesota and Wisconsin. MN or WI 
limited master elevator constructor license 
or greater required. Marine Innovations 
888/334-4666, info@marineinnovations.com

LONG-TERM SUB 
Elementary Teacher – 1st Grade. New 
London-Spicer Schools. Est. Start 
May 2022. Deadline Feb. 4, 2022. See 
www.nls.k12.mn.us for more information.

RFP: ENEMY SWIM DAY SCHOOL
is seeking A/E services for an Expansion 
project of approximately 15,000 square 
feet. See https://tinyurl.com/ESDSRFP
Questions or to schedule an on-
site walk-thru, contact Dr. Na-
dine Eastman at 605/265-1062
(cell) or email to neastman@esds.us 

WANTED: 
ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES 

Running or not. Titled or not. Cash 
in exchange. Sell now while prices 
are high! Call Dan at 612/720-2142

DONATE YOUR CAR 
truck or boat to Heritage For The Blind. Free 
3-day vacation, tax deductible, free tow, 
all paperwork taken care of 844/220-9501 

DISH NETWORK $64.99 
for 190 Channels! Blazing fast inter-
net, $19.99/mo. (where available.) 
Switch & get a FREE $100 Visa gift 
card. FREE voice remote. FREE 
HD DVR. FREE streaming on ALL 
devices. Call today! 855/562-4309

LOOKING FOR ASSISTED LIVING
memory care, or independent living? 
A Place for Mom simpli es the pro-
cess of  nding senior living at no cost to 
your family. Call 888/715-1720  today!

THE COVID CRISIS 
has cost us all something. Many have 
lost jobs and  nancial security. Have 
$10K In Debt? Credit Cards. Medi-
cal Bills. Car Loans. Call National 
Debt Relief! We can help! Get a FREE 
debt relief quote: Call 844/205-5439

THE GENERAC PWRCELL 
A solar plus battery storage system. Save 
money, reduce your reliance on the grid, 
prepare for power outages and power your 
home. Full installation services available. 
$0 down  nancing option. Request a free, no 
obligation quote today. Call 888/913-5895 

HERO TAKES THE STRESS OUT 
of managing medications. Hero sorts 
and dispenses meds, sends alerts at 
dose times and handles prescrip-
tion re ll and delivery for you. Start-
ing at $24.99/month. No initiation fee. 
90-day risk-free trial! Call 844/255-4489
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Clear Lake/Clearwater - 
Organizations

Clear Lake Legion 
Meets the second Tues. of the 

month at Palmer Twp. Hall. The 
Legion will meet at 7pm. New 
members are always welcome. 
Bud Stimmler at (320) 761-5793.

Clear Lake Lions 
Meets the first & third Tues. 

of the month at 4180 105th 
Ave., Clear Lake at 7:30pm. 
Please contact any Lions  
member or one of the offi-
cers listed on our website:  
www.clearlakelionsmn.org

Clear Valley Business Con-
nections

Meets quarterly on the 
2nd Thurs. of the month from 
11:30am-1pm at various locations. 
Glenna Soenneker, President,  
(320) 267-4361, clearvalleybc@
gmail.com.

Clearwater AA/Al-Anon
Meets at 7pm, Sun. night 

at Clearwater United Methodist 
Church, 405 Main St. Clearwa-
ter. (320) 310-1399 for AA  or 
(320) 558-6613 for Al-Anon.

Clearwater AA Meeting
Meets Mon. nights, 7pm at 

Rejoice Lutheran Church, 1155 
CR 75, Clearwater. (612) 801-
7317.
Clearwater Area Friends of the 

Library
Clearwater Area Friends 

of the Library are currently  
accepting donations of gen-
tly used books, DVDs & CDs 

for their used bookstore lo-
cated in the Clearwater Library.  
Donations are tax deductible & 
can be dropped off at the Clear-
water Library.

Textbooks,  dict ionar-
ies, encyclopedias, outdated  
medical books, magazines, & 
moldy books cannot be ac-
cepted. All proceeds from the 
sale of used books are used to  
support the programs, services 
& equipment of the Clearwater 
Library.
Clearwater American Legion 

Post 323 & Auxiliary
Clearwater Legion meetings 

are held the second Thurs. of the 
month. Auxiliary 6:30pm, S.A.L. 
at 7pm, Legion 7:30pm. Clearwa-
ter Legion, Clearwater.

Clearwater/Clear Lake Food 
Shelf

Open Mon. 5:30-7pm, 
Tues. 9-11am & 6-8pm, Wed. 
3-5pm & in the brown Lions 
Community Building beneath 
the water tower in Clearwa-
ter.  We service residents of  
Clearwater & Clear Lake.

Clearwater Narcotics Anon-
ymous 

 Meets at 7pm, Wed. 
night at Clearwater United  
Methodist Church, 405 Main St. 
Clearwater. (612) 607-4484.

Free Grace Recovery
Sun. 6-8pm at Clear Lake 

Town Hall, 7684 1st Ave. W. 
Clear Lake. A light meal will be 
served at 6pm. Everyone is wel-
come. Justin or Renee at (612) 
384-9069.

Lions Club of Clearwater
 Meets second Tues. of the 

month at 8pm. Clearwater Lions 
Pavilion. www.clearwaterlion-
smn.com

Young @ Heart
Community Young@Heart 

will meet on the third Thurs. of 
every month at Rejoice Lutheran 
Church, 1155 Co. Rd. 75, Clear-
water, MN. Join us: 10:30 to meet 
& greet old & new friends, 11:30 
lunch (suggested donation), 12pm 
program.

Miscellaneous - 
Organizations

Every Child Deserves a Fam-
ily! WE NEED YOU!

Sherburne County is re-
cruiting Foster Homes! Family 
Foster Care offers a temporary 
home until children can be safetly 
reunited with their families or 
achieve permanency through kin-
ship care or adoption. Foster Care 
is the 24-hour care of a child in a 
home that meets the child’s basic 
need for food, shelter, clothing, 
medical & dental care, privacy, 
safety, & adult supervision.

Children enter Fos-
ter Care whose families are  
experiencing difficulties, have 
special medical, emotional, or 
developmental needs or who 
struggle with their own issues 
such as mental health, behavior, 
or truancy. Foster Care is the least 
restrictive out-of-home placement 
option & most likely a family set-
ting.

Please contact: Chelsea 

Doherty  763) 765-4033 or  
chelsea.doherty@co.sherburne.
mn.us. 

FREE - Advocates for Inde-
pendence

 First & third Wed. of the 
month 2-4pm at Independent 
Lifestyles, 215 North Benton 
Drive, Sauk Rapids. Make a  
difference in your commu-
nity for people w/disabilities.  
Michele Pelka (320) 281-2042.  
All abilities are welcome to at-
tend.
FREE - The Saint Cloud Area 

Parkinson’s Disease 
(PD) Support Group 

invites you to “Coffee &  
Conversation” the last Wed. 
monthly at 10am at Edgewood 
Living 677 Brianna Drive, Sar-
tell. Meetings are open to those 
diagnosed w/PD, their fami-
lies, caregivers, & the general  
public. Group provides support, 
education, & awareness about the  
disease. Bobbi (320) 281-3343.  

Mental Health Discussion 
Group

Meets Mon., 6-7pm at Inde-
pendent Lifestyles, 215 N. Ben-
ton Dr., Sauk Rapids. This is a 
free group, everyone is welcome. 
Ricky (320) 281-2025.

Parkinson’s Disease Support 
Group

Meets third Mon. of the 
month, from 1-2:30pm at ILICIL  
Independent Lifestyles, 215 N. 
Benton Dr., Sauk Rapids. This 
free group provides support, ed-
ucation, & awareness about the 
disease. Independent Lifestyles at 

(320) 529-9000.
Rivers of Hope

Advocates for ending 
family violence, is a non-profit  
community based agency offer-
ing advocacy, support, education 
& referral services for victims 
of family violence. Working in  
partnerships w/schools, law en-
forcement, social service agencies 
& the court system in Sherburne 
& Wright Co. (763) 295-3433 or 
1-800-439-2642 or info@river-
sofhope.org. Free & confidential. 
Phones answered 24/7.
Volunteer as a Foster Grand-

parent 
Local schools & organiza-

tions need caring adults like you!  
Orientation, training & ongoing 
support are provided. Pat Braun 
(612) 390-0617.

Wright County Community 
Action

You have been affected & 
are having or are anticipating 
having difficulity paying your  
mortgage, WCCA is here to 
help you navigate your op-
tions & keep your home. To 
speak with a homeownership 
advisor, call Wright County  
Community Action at (320) 
963-6500 ext. 238 today.  
Services are unbiased, confiden-
tial & free of charge.

Upcoming Becker Events
Faith in Action’s Annual Gala

Sat., Mar. 19, Rockwoods 
in Otsego. It will be a fun eve-
ning with a new comedian (Pat-
rick Albanese, Triple Espresso), 

a delicious dinner, silent & LIVE 
auction items, a Wine Wall & 
best of all hearing how God is 
working in our community!!

Tickets are available on 
our website www.grfia.org or 
call (763) 263-4277. Hope to 
see you there!! Sponsors: Pellco, 
Beaudry Oil, PEM, Morrell, 
Becker Furniture World & more.

Upcoming Stearns County 
Events

Stearns History Museum 
This event is part 1 of 4 of 

the Exploring History & Culture 
in Central Minnesota Lecture Se-
ries - Feb. 2002. Join Dr. Daniel 
K. Gullo & Joseph S. Micallef for 
a look at the Sovereign Military 
Hospitaller Order of Saint John of 
Jerusalem.

This event is free & virtual. 
Sat., Feb. 5, 2022, 10:30-11:30am. 
Please register by Feb. 3, call (320) 
632-4007 or email staff@morri-
soncountyhistory.org. Hosted by 
Stearns History Museum.

Announcements

Public Notices

Office of the Minnesota 
Secretary of State

Certificate of Assumed Name
Minnesota Statutes, 

Chapter 333
The filing of an assumed 

name does not provide a user with 
exclusive rights to that name. The 
filing is required for consumer 
protection in order to enable cus-
tomers to be able to identify the 
true owner of a business.
ASSUMED NAME: Lake Home 
Rentals
PRINCIPAL PLACE OF BUSI-
NESS: 13929 12th St SE Clear 
Lake MN 55319 USA
NAMEHOLDER(S):
Name: 
Stacey Wasner
Bryan Bruening
Address: 
13929 12th St SE Clear Lake 
MN 55319 USA

If you submit an attachment, it 
will be incorporated into this doc-
ument. If the attachment conflicts 
with the information specifically 
set forth in this document, this 
document supersedes the data ref-
erenced in the attachment.

By typing my name, I, the un-
dersigned, certify that I am sign-
ing this document as the person 
whose signature is required, or 
as agent of the person(s) whose 
signature would be required who 
has authorized me to sign this 
document on his/her behalf, or in 
both capacities. I further certify 
that I have completed all required 
fields, and that the information in 
this document is true and correct 
and in compliance with the appli-
cable chapter of Minnesota Stat-
utes. I understand that by signing 
this document I am subject to the 
penalties of perjury as set forth in 
Section 609.48 as if I had signed 
this document under oath.
SIGNED BY: Stacey Wasner
MAILING ADDRESS: 13929 
12th St SE Clear Lake MN 
55319 USA
EMAIL FOR OFFICIAL NO-
TICES: staceywasner@yahoo.
com
Work Item: 1281176700032
Original File Number: 
1281176700032
STATE OF MINNESOTA
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 
OF STATE
FILED
01/12/2022
11:59 PM
/s/ Steve Simon
Secretary of State
(Published in the Patriot: 
01/29/22; 02/05/22).
___________________________

NOTICE OF ASSESSMENT 
LIEN FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERIFI-
CATION OF THE DEBT AND 
IDENTITY OF THE ORIGINAL 
CREDITOR WITHIN THE TIME 
PROVIDED BY LAW IS NOT 
AFFECTED BY THIS ACTION.  
THIS COMMUNICATION IS 
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR.  
THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO COL-
LECT A DEBT AND ANY IN-
FORMATION OBTAINED WILL 
BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that default has been 
made in the terms and conditions 
of the Declaration of Barrington 
Place Townhome Association No. 
2 (henceforth the “Declaration”) 
recorded in the office of the Re-
corder for Sherburne County, 
Minnesota on February 12, 1987, 
as Document No. 204808, which 
covers the following property:
Lot 3, Block 1, Barrington Place 
Replat No. 5, Sherburne County, 

Minnesota
WHEREAS, pursuant to said 

Declaration, there is claimed to be 
due and owing as of January 10, 
2022, from Matthew J. Hevey, 
title holder, to Barrington Place 
Townhome Association No. 2, a 
Minnesota non-profit corpora-
tion, the principal amount of Ten 

Thousand Four Hundred Ten and 
03/100 Dollars ($10,410.03) for 
assessments, late fees and related 
charges, plus assessments, col-
lection costs, attorneys’ fees and 
other amounts will be incurred 
since said date, including costs of 
collection and foreclosure;

WHEREAS, no action is now 
pending at law or otherwise to re-
cover said debt or any part thereof;

WHEREAS, the owner has 
not been released from the finan-
cial obligation to pay said amount;

WHEREAS, pursuant to the 
Declaration, said debt created a 
lien upon said premises in favor 
of Barrington Place Townhome 
Association No. 2 as evidenced 
by the lien statement recorded on 
December 13, 2021, in the office 
of the Sherburne County Recorder 
as Document No. 934060;

WHEREAS, pursuant to the 
power of sale granted by the own-
er(s) in taking title to the premises 
subject to said Declaration, said 
lien will be foreclosed by the sale 
of said property by the sheriff 
of said county at the Sherburne 
County Sheriff’s Department, 
Sherburne County Sheriff’s Of-
fice, Sherburne County Govern-
ment Center, 13880 Business 
Center Drive, Elk River, Minne-
sota, on March 8, 2022, at 10:00 
o’clock a.m., at public auction to 
the highest bidder, for cash, to pay 
the amount then due for said as-
sessments, together with the costs 
of foreclosure, including attorneys’ 
fees as allowed by law.  The time 
allowed by law for redemption by 
the unit owners, their personal rep-
resentatives or assigns is five (5) 
weeks from the date of said sale.
The following information is 
provided pursuant to Minnesota 
Statutes Sections 580.025 and 
580.04:
1.	 Street Address of Property:  

701 Auburn Place NW, Elk 
River, MN 55330

2.	 Name of Transaction Agent, 
Residential Mortgage Ser-
vicer, Lender &/or Broker: 
N/A

3.	 Tax Parcel Identification 
Number of the Property:  75-
449-0115

4.	 Transaction Agent’s Mort-
gage Identification Number, 
if known:  N/A

5.	 Name of Mortgage Origina-
tor, if stated on mortgage:  
N/A

6.	 Date on which Occupant 
must vacate Property, if 
mortgage is not reinstated 
under Section 580.30 or 
property redeemed under 
580.23:  11:59 p.m. on April 
12, 2022.  If the foregoing 
date is a Saturday, Sunday or 
legal holiday, then the date 
to vacate is the next business 
day at 11:59 p.m.

REDEMPTION NOTICE
THE TIME ALLOWED 

BY LAW FOR REDEMPTION 
BY THE MORTGAGOR, THE 
MORTGAGOR’S PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES OR AS-
SIGNS, MAY BE REDUCED TO 
FIVE WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL 
ORDER IS ENTERED UNDER 
MINNESOTA STATUTES, SEC-
TION 582.032, DETERMINING, 
AMONG OTHER THINGS, 
THAT THE MORTGAGED 
PREMISES ARE IMPROVED 
WITH A RESIDENTIAL 
DWELLING OF LESS THAN 
FIVE UNITS, ARE NOT PROP-
ERTY USED FOR AGRICUL-
TURAL PRODUCTION, AND 
ARE ABANDONED.
Dated: January 10, 2022
HELLMUTH & JOHNSON
Lienor:
Barrington Place Townhome Asso-
ciation No. 2
By: /s/ Lukas F. Belflower, I.D. 
#0401161
Attorneys for Lienor
8050 West 78th Street
Edina, MN 55439
(952)941-4005
By: /s/ Lukas F. Belflower
Its: Attorney in Fact
THIS INSTRUMENT WAS 
DRAFTED BY:
HELLMUTH & JOHNSON
8050 West 78th Street

Edina, MN 55439
(952) 941-4005
File No. 30402.0002
(Published in the Patriot: 
01/15/22; 01/22/22; 01/29/22; 
02/05/22; 02/12/22; 02/19/22).
___________________________

Notice of Mechanics Lien Sale
Notice is hereby given that 

pursuant to Minnesota Statute 
§514.18 a Sheriff Sale will be held 
on Thursday, March 17, 2022 at 
1:00 p.m. at Gross Body & Frame 
Alignment Inc., 2155 12th Street 
SE, St. Cloud, Minnesota 56304, 
to dispose of the following aban-
doned vehicle:

One 2014 Chevrolet Impala 
VIN# 1G1155S30EU170748 
owned by State Farm Mutual Auto 
Ins. Co. of 1526 Bunker Lake 
BLVD, Ham Lake, MN 55304. 
Being auctioned for mechanics 
lien/storage fees in the amount 
owing of $21,465.00
(Published in the Patriot: 
01/29/22; 02/05/22; 02/12/22).
___________________________

Notice of Mechanics Lien Sale
Notice is hereby given that 

pursuant to Minnesota Statute 
§514.18 a Sheriff Sale will be held 
on Thursday, March 17, 2022 at 
1:00 p.m. at Gross Body & Frame 
Alignment Inc., 2155 12th Street 
SE, St. Cloud, Minnesota 56304, 
to dispose of the following aban-
doned vehicle:

One 2012 Ford Focus  
VIN#1FAHP3M22CL339136 
owned by Farmer Owners of 1526 
Bunker Lake BLVD, Ham Lake, 
MN 55304. Being auctioned for 
mechanics lien/storage fees in the 
amount owing of $39,195.00.
(Published in the Patriot: 
01/29/22; 02/05/22; 02/12/22).
___________________________

Notice of Mechanics Lien Sale
Notice is hereby given that 

pursuant to Minnesota Statute 
§514.18 a Sheriff Sale will be held 
on Thursday, March 17, 2022 at 
1:00 p.m. at Gross Body & Frame 
Alignment Inc., 2155 12th Street 
SE, St. Cloud, Minnesota 56304, 
to dispose of the following aban-
doned vehicle:

One 2012 Ford Focus  
VIN#1FAHP3K24CL250753 
owned by State Farm Mutual Auto 
Ins. Co. of 1526 Bunker Lake 
BLVD, Ham Lake, MN 55304. 
Being auctioned for mechanics 
lien/storage fees in the amount 
owing of $26,855.00.
(Published in the Patriot: 
01/29/22; 02/05/22; 02/12/22).
___________________________

Notice of Mechanics Lien Sale
Notice is hereby given that 

pursuant to Minnesota Statute 
§514.18 a Sheriff Sale will be held 
on Thursday, March 17, 2022 at 
1:00 p.m. at Gross Body & Frame 
Alignment Inc., 2155 12th Street 
SE, St. Cloud, Minnesota 56304, 
to dispose of the following aban-
doned vehicle:

One 2013 Chevrolet Cruze 
VIN#1G1PE5SB3D7176705 
owned by Illinois Farmers Ins. Co. 
of 1526 Bunker Lake BLVD, Ham 
Lake, MN 55304. Being auctioned 
for mechanics lien/storage fees in 
the amount owing of $63,155.00.
(Published in the Patriot: 
01/29/22; 02/05/22).
___________________________

Notice of Mechanics Lien Sale
Notice is hereby given that 

pursuant to Minnesota Statute 
§514.18 a Sheriff Sale will be held 
on Thursday, March 17, 2022 at 
1:00 p.m. at Gross Body & Frame 
Alignment Inc., 2155 12th Street 
SE, St. Cloud, Minnesota 56304, 
to dispose of the following aban-
doned vehicle:

One 2015 Chevrolet Cruze 
VIN#1G1PE5SB6F7174515. 
Owner unknown. Being auctioned 
for mechanics lien/storage fees in 
the amount owing of $62,555.00.
(Published in the Patriot: 
01/29/22; 02/05/22; 02/12/22).
___________________________

Notice of Mechanics Lien Sale
Notice is hereby given that 

pursuant to Minnesota Statute 
§514.18 a Sheriff Sale will be held 
on Thursday, March 17, 2022 at 
1:00 p.m. at Gross Body & Frame 
Alignment Inc., 2155 12th Street 
SE, St. Cloud, Minnesota 56304, 
to dispose of the following aban-
doned vehicle:

One 2004 Chevrolet Cava-
lier VIN#1G1JF14F347255691. 
Owner unknown. Being auctioned 
for mechanics lien/storage fees in 
the amount owing of $44,245.00.
(Published in the Patriot: 
01/29/22; 02/05/22; 02/12/22).
___________________________

Notice of Mechanics Lien Sale
Notice is hereby given that 

pursuant to Minnesota Statute 
§514.18 a Sheriff Sale will be held 
on Thursday, March 17, 2022 at 
1:00 p.m. at Gross Body & Frame 
Alignment Inc., 2155 12th Street 
SE, St. Cloud, Minnesota 56304, 
to dispose of the following aban-
doned vehicle:

One 1997 Chevrolet Tahoe 
VIN#3GNEK18R3VG156990 
owned by Robert Saunders of 6165 
McKinley Circle, Shorewood, MN 
55331-8121. Being auctioned for 
mechanics lien/storage fees in the 
amount owing of $44,240.00.
(Published in the Patriot: 
01/29/22; 02/05/22; 02/12/22).
___________________________

Notice of Mechanics Lien Sale
Notice is hereby given that 

pursuant to Minnesota Statute 
§514.18 a Sheriff Sale will be held 
on Thursday, March 17, 2022 at 
1:00 p.m. at Gross Body & Frame 
Alignment Inc., 2155 12th Street 
SE, St. Cloud, Minnesota 56304, 
to dispose of the following aban-
doned vehicle:

One 1987 Buick Regal 
VIN#1G4GM11Y6HP403301 
owned by Lindsay Eckes of 1439 
York Ave, St. Paul, MN 55106-
3508. Being auctioned for me-
chanics lien/storage fees in the 
amount owing of $44,290.00.
(Published in the Patriot: 
01/29/22; 02/05/22; 02/12/22).
___________________________

Notice of Mechanics Lien Sale
Notice is hereby given that 

pursuant to Minnesota Statute 
§514.18 a Sheriff Sale will be held 
on Thursday, March 17, 2022 at 
1:00 p.m. at Gross Body & Frame 
Alignment Inc., 2155 12th Street 
SE, St. Cloud, Minnesota 56304, 
to dispose of the following aban-
doned vehicle:

One 1999 Lincoln Continen-
tal VIN#1LNHM97V3XY644306. 
Owner unkown. Being auctioned 
for mechanics lien/storage fees in 
the amount owing of $58,740.00.
(Published in the Patriot: 
01/29/22; 02/05/22; 02/12/22).
___________________________

Notice of Mechanics Lien Sale
Notice is hereby given that 

pursuant to Minnesota Statute 
§514.18 a Sheriff Sale will be held 
on Thursday, March 17, 2022 at 
1:00 p.m. at Gross Body & Frame 
Alignment Inc., 2155 12th Street 
SE, St. Cloud, Minnesota 56304, 
to dispose of the following aban-
doned vehicle:

One 1979 Chevrolet Impala 
VIN#1L35L9J240656 owned by 
Tekylo Tyson of 410 Norway Dr 
E, Annandale, MN 55302-9565. 
Being auctioned for mechanics 
lien/storage fees in the amount 
owing of $67,735.00.
(Published in the Patriot: 
01/29/22; 02/05/22; 02/12/22).
___________________________

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

Date: December 1, 2021
YOU ARE NOTIFIED THAT:
1.	 Default has occurred in the 

conditions of that certain 
mortgage that was exe-
cuted by and between Paul 
J. McMahon, mortgagor, 
and Sherburne State Bank, 
12500 Sherburne Avenue, 
P.O. Box 428, Becker, Min-
nesota 55308, mortgagee, 

dated July 13, 2016 and 
filed for record on July 15, 
2016, as document number 
823367, with the Office of 
the County Recorder in and 
for Sherburne County, Min-
nesota.

2.	 The mortgage has been as-
signed as follows: n/a  

3.	 The original principal 
amount secured by the mort-
gage was: $25,000.00.

4.	 No action or proceeding at 
law is now pending to re-
cover the debt secured by 
the mortgage, or any part 
thereof.

5.	 The holder of the mortgage 
has complied with all con-
ditions precedent to acceler-
ation of the debt secured by 
the mortgage and foreclosure 
of the mortgage and all no-
tice and other requirements 
of applicable statutes.  

6.	 As of the date of this notice, 
the amount due on the mort-
gage, and taxes, if any, paid 
by the holder of the mort-
gage is: $26,531.78.

7.	 Pursuant to the power of 
sale in the mortgage, the 
mortgage will be foreclosed 
on the land described as fol-
lows:
Lots 13 and 14, Cedar 

Cove, Sherburne County, Min-
nesota.
Street Address: 7087 - 100th Av-
enue SE, Clear Lake, Minnesota 
55319
Tax Parcel Identification Number: 
20-403-0130

and will be sold by the Sher-
iff of Sherburne County, 
Minnesota at public auction 
on Wednesday, January 26, 
2022, at 10:00 o’clock a.m., 
at the Office of the Sher-
burne County Sheriff, Sher-
burne County Government 
Center, 13880 Business 
Center Drive NW, Elk River, 
Minnesota 55330.  

8.	 The time allowed by law for 
redemption of mortgagor or 
mortgagor’s personal 	
representatives or assigns is 
six (6) months after the date 
of sale.  

9.	 The date on or before which 
the mortgagor must vacate 
the property if the mortgage 
is not reinstated under Minn. 
Stat. § 580.30 or the prop-
erty is not redeemed under 
Minn. Stat. § 580.23 is July 
26, 2022 at 11:59 p.m.  If the 
foregoing date is a Saturday, 
Sunday, or legal holiday, 
then the date to vacate is the 
next business day at 11:59 
p.m. 

10.	 THE TIME ALLOWED BY 
LAW FOR REDEMPTION 
BY THE MORTGAGOR 
OR THE MORTGAGOR’S 
PERSONAL REPRESEN-
TATIVES OR ASSIGNS 
MAY BE REDUCED TO 
FIVE WEEKS IF A JU-
DICIAL ORDER IS EN-
TERED UNDER MINN. 
STAT. § 582.032 DETER-
MINING, AMONG OTHER 
THINGS, THAT THE 
MORTGAGED PREMISES 
ARE IMPROVED WITH A 
RESIDENTIAL DWELL-
ING OF LESS THAN FIVE 
UNITS, ARE NOT PROP-
ERTY USED IN AGRICUL-
TURAL PRODUCTION, 
AND ARE ABANDONED.

THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO 
COLLECT A DEBT, AND ANY 
INFORMATION OBTAINED 
WILL BE USED FOR THAT 

PURPOSE.
Sherburne State Bank, Mortgagee 
LATHROP GPM LLP
By:  /s/ Andrew J. Steil
Andrew J. Steil #387048
1010 West St. Germain Street
Suite 500
St. Cloud, MN 56301
 (320) 252-4414
Attorneys for Sherburne State 
Bank	  

NOTICE OF POSTPONE-
MENT OF THE 

ABOVE-REFERENCED
MORTGAGE 

FORECLOSURE SALE

Date: January 26, 2022
NOTICE IS HEREBY 

GIVEN that the above-referenced 
mortgage foreclosure sale that was 
to have taken place on Wednes-
day, January 26, 2022, at 10:00 
o’clock a.m., at the Office of the 
Sherburne County Sheriff, Sher-
burne County Government Center, 
13880 Business Center Drive NW, 
Elk River, Minnesota 55330, has 
been postponed and will now be 
held on Wednesday, February 16, 
2022, at 10:00 o’clock a.m., at the 
Office of the Sherburne County 
Sheriff, Sherburne County Gov-
ernment Center, 13880 Business 
Center Drive NW, Elk River, Min-
nesota 55330.  
The real property to be foreclosed 
on is legally described as follows:

Lots 13 and 14, Cedar Cove, 
Sherburne County, Minnesota.
and has the following street ad-
dress and tax-parcel identification 
number:

Street Address: 7087 - 100th 
Avenue SE, Clear Lake, 
Minnesota 55319
Tax Parcel Identification 
Number: 20-403-0130

The date on or before which 
the mortgagor must vacate the 
property if the sheriff’s sale is 
not further postponed, the mort-
gage is not reinstated under Minn. 
Stat. § 580.30, the property is not 
redeemed under Minn. Stat. § 
580.23, or the redemption period 
is not reduced under Minn. Stat. 
§ 582.032 is August 16, 2022, at 
11:59 p.m.  If the foregoing date is 
a Saturday, Sunday, or legal holi-
day, then the date to vacate is the 
next business day at 11:59 p.m.

THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO 
COLLECT A DEBT AND ANY 
INFORMATION OBTAINED 
WILL BE USED FOR THAT 

PURPOSE.
Sherburne State Bank, Mortgagee 
LATHROP GPM LLP
By: /s/ Andrew J. Steil
Andrew J. Steil #387048
1010 West St. Germain Street
Suite 500
St. Cloud, MN 56301
(320) 252-4414
Attorneys for Sherburne State 
Bank
(Published in the Patriot: 
01/29/22).
___________________________

Assumed Names

Foreclosures
Pick up a copy 
of the PATRIOT 

at the following 
locations:

CLEARWATER: 
Coborn’s; 
Palmer:  

General Store;
SANTIAGO: 

General Store; 
BECKER: 

Food Pride, 
PATRIOT office; 

BIG LAKE: 
Coborn’s
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Public Notices
Big Lake Public Notices

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
2022 SEAL COAT PROJECTS

Clear Lake Township, Sherburne County, Minnesota
Sealed proposals for the furnishing of all labor, materials 

and equipment for the bituminous seal coat of four town roads 
in Clear Lake Township, Sherburne County, will be received by 
the Clear Lake Township Board of Supervisors at the Clear Lake 
Town Hall, 7938 116th Street SE, Clear Lake, MN, 55319, until 
7:30 P.M., CST, on February 15th, 2022, and then will be opened 
and publicly read aloud.  The Township’s mailing address is; P.O. 
Box 305, Clear Lake, MN   55319.
General Description

The projects consist of the following major items of work:
Application of:

4,400 gallons of bituminous material for fog seal,
11,000 gallons of bituminous material for seal coat,
And 550 tons of seal coat aggregate, FA 2, Class A.
And other related items of work.

Contract Description
The contract is a unit price contract and is described in the 

Bid Package.
Project Schedule

All work included in the contract shall be completed within 
20 calendar days of date of commencement as stated in the Notice 
to Proceed.
Project Plans and Documents

The Bid Package as prepared by Clear Lake Township 
Roads is on file in said Town Hall located at 7938 116th Street 
SE, Clear Lake, Minnesota.  Arrangements for reviewing the bid 
package are to be coordinated with Clear Lake Township Roads,  
cltwproads@hotmail.com, 320 267 7393.

Copies of the Bid Package for use by Contractors in 
submitting a bid may be obtained from the the QuestCDN web 
site for a non-refundable fee of $15.00.

The Town Board reserves the right to waive any informalities 
or to reject any or all bids.

No bidder may withdraw his bid within 30 days of the actual 
date of opening thereof.

Each bid must be accompanied by a Bid Bond in an amount 
equal to 5% of the bid 		
Date: 7 January, 2022
/s/ Gary Gray
Clear Lake Township Board Chair
(Published in the Patriot: 01/22/22; 01/29/22; 02/05/22).

Township Public Notices

Section 00 11 13
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
BIG LAKE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT 727
501 MINNESOTA AVE, BIG LAKE, MINNESOTA 55309

Bids close at 2:00 P.M. (local time) on Thursday, February 
17th, 2022

By order of the School Board of the Big Lake School District, 
sealed bids for construction of the Controls Upgrade at Big Lake 
High School and Liberty Elementary School in Big Lake, MN will 
be received at the District Office of the Big Lake School District 
at 501 Minnesota Avenue, Big Lake, MN 55309, Attention:  Angie 
Manuel – Director of Business Services, until 2:00 PM (local time) 
on Thursday, February 17th, 2022, in accordance with the spec-
ifications set forth herein and the “other” terms, conditions and in-
structions to the specifications. At that time all bids will be publicly 
opened and read aloud. All bids received after the time stated will 
not be considered. The bidder assumes the risk of any delay in the 
mail or on the handling of mail by employees of the school district. 
Whether the bid is sent by mail or by means of personal delivery, 
the bidder assumes responsibility for having their bid clocked in 
on time at the place specified. Fax or telephone amendments will 
not be accepted at any time. Bidders shall submit bids in duplicate 
on the forms provided in the Project Manual. No oral, facsimile or 
telephone bids or modifications of bids will be accepted. All sealed 
bids are to be labeled with the project name.

You may view and order bid documents by going to the Franz 
Reprographics web site at www.franzrepro.com, and selecting the 
Franz Public Plan Room.  Please login with your email address 
and password or register if this is your first time in the Plan Room.  
Select the project from the list of public projects.  Once you have 
selected the project, please review the Bid Details for information 
on ordering documents.

The Project consists of complete controls upgrade at Big Lake 
High School and Liberty Elementary School.

Each bidder shall submit with the bid, a cashier’s check or bid 
bond, made payable to Big Lake School District, in the amount of 
five percent (5%) of the maximum amount of its bid.

All vendors entering into a contract with the district for 
$10,000 or more are to provide a Labor and Material Payment and 
Performance Bonds for 100% of the contract. Bonds must be fur-
nished within 10 days of notice of award of the Contract. Contract 
is subject to compliance with the applicable Schedule of Prevailing 
Wage issued by the Minnesota Department of Labor & Industry.  
Provide all State required Responsible Contractor Forms with your 
bid.

There will be a pre-bid meeting and walk through on Tues-
day, February 8th, 2022 at 1:00 PM at Big Lake High School.  
The meeting will take place at the district office, which is Door 
‘M’ of the High School.  

Bids may not be withdrawn for thirty (30) days after the sched-
uled closing time for the receipt of bids without the consent of the 
Big Lake Public Schools.  The School Board reserves the right to 
accept any bid, to reject any or all bids, to waive irregularities and 
informalities in the bidding procedures, and to act in its best in-
terest.
BIG LAKE PUBLIC SCHOOLS
(Published in the Patriot: 01/29/22; 02/05/22).

Section 00 11 13
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
BIG LAKE PUBLIC SCHOOLS

INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT 727
501 MINNESOTA AVE, BIG LAKE, MINNESOTA 55309

Bids close at 1:00 P.M. (local time) on Thursday, February 
17th, 2022

By order of the School Board of the Big Lake School Dis-
trict, sealed bids for construction of the Sound Systems at Big Lake 
Middle School in Big Lake, MN will be received at the District 
Office of the Big Lake School District at 501 Minnesota Avenue, 
Big Lake, MN 55309, Attention: Angie Manuel – Director of Busi-
ness Services, until 1:00 PM (local time) on Thursday, February 
17th, 2022, in accordance with the specifications set forth herein 
and the “other” terms, conditions and instructions to the specifica-
tions. At that time all bids will be publicly opened and read aloud. 
All bids received after the time stated will not be considered. 
The bidder assumes the risk of any delay in the mail or on the han-
dling of mail by employees of the school district. Whether the bid 
is sent by mail or by means of personal delivery, the bidder assumes 
responsibility for having their bid clocked in on time at the place 
specified. Fax or telephone amendments will not be accepted at any 
time. Bidders shall submit bids in duplicate on the forms provided 
in the Project Manual. No oral, facsimile or telephone bids or modi-
fications of bids will be accepted. All sealed bids are to be labeled 
with the project name.

You may view and order bid documents by going to the Franz 
Reprographics web site at www.franzrepro.com, and selecting the 
Franz Public Plan Room. Please login with your email address 
and password or register if this is your first time in the Plan Room. 
Select the project from the list of public projects. Once you have 
selected the project, please review the Bid Details for information 
on ordering documents.

The Project consists of electrical and technology systems for 
new sound systems at Big Lake Middle School.

Each bidder shall submit with the bid, a cashier’s check or bid 
bond, made payable to Big Lake School District, in the amount of 
five percent (5%) of the maximum amount of its bid.

All vendors entering into a contract with the district for 
$10,000 or more are to provide a Labor and Material Payment and 
Performance Bonds for 100% of the contract. Bonds must be fur-
nished within 10 days of notice of award of the Contract. Contract 
is subject to compliance with the applicable Schedule of Prevailing 
Wage issued by the Minnesota Department of Labor & Industry. 
Provide all State required Responsible Contractor Forms with your 
bid.

There will be a pre-bid meeting and walk through on 
Tuesday, February 8th, 2022 at 10:00 AM at Big Lake Middle 
School. The meeting will take place at the front office.

Bids may not be withdrawn for thirty (30) days after the sched-
uled closing time for the receipt of bids without the consent of the 
Big Lake Public Schools. The School Board reserves the right to ac-
cept any bid, to reject any or all bids, to waive irregularities and in-
formalities in the bidding procedures, and to act in its best interest.
BIG LAKE PUBLIC SCHOOLS
(Published in the Patriot: 01/29/22; 02/05/22).

STATE OF MINNESOTA
DISTRICT COURT

COUNTY OF SHERBURNE
TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
Court File No.: 71-PR-21-192
Case Type: Informal Probate
In re the Estate of
Melodie Ann Fulton,
Deceased (Deceased Person).

Notice of Informal Probate 
of Will and Appointment of Per-
sonal Representative and Notice 
to Creditors

TO ALL INTERESTED 
PERSONS AND CREDITORS:

Notice is hereby given that an 
application for informal probate 
of the above-named Decedent’s 
Last Will dated 4/08/2021 has 
been filed with the Probate Regis-
trar, and the application has been 
granted. 

Notice is also given that the 
Probate Registrar has informally 
appointed the following: Craig 
Adam Wright, 12241 313th Ave 
- Princeton, MN 55371, as per-
sonal representative of the Estate 
of the Decedent. Any heir, devisee 
or other interested person may be 
entitled to appointment as personal 
representative, or may object to 
the appointment of the personal 
representative. Unless objections 
are filed pursuant to Minn. Stat. 
§524.3-607, and the court other-
wise orders, the personal represen-
tative has full power to administer 
the Estate, including, after 30 days 
from the date of issuance of letters, 
the power to sell, encumber, lease 
or distribute real estate.

Any objections to the probate 
of the Will, or to the appointment 
of the personal representative, 
must be filed with this court, and 
will be heard by the court after the 
filing of an appropriate petition 
and proper notice of hearing.

Notice is also given that sub-
ject to Minn. Stat. §524.3-801, all 
creditors having claims against the 
Estate are required to present the 
claims to the personal representa-
tive or to the Court Administrator 
within four (4) months after the 
date of this Notice, or the claims 
will be barred.
Dated: 12/29/2021
/s/ Patricia . Kuka,
Court Administrator
(Published in the Patriot: 01/22/22; 
01/29/22).
___________________________

Public Notice
On the seventh day of Janu-

ary 2022, 1-7-2022, at one sixteen 
am, a baby girl, by: Violet Jean-
Baldridge was born to the father, 
by: Levi McKenzie-Baldridge 
and the mother, by: Jolene Rose-
Baldridge and also to the grandpar-
ents of Elizabeth Fiecke-Baldridge, 
David Edward-Fiecke, Donna 
Jean-Bourgeois, and Thomas 
Mark-Bourgeois, anyone that re-
buts the facts herein to be true 
must rebut in writing with a wet 
ink signature within thirty days of 
this publication, a correct response 
would be sent to c/o 12991 Carole 
Drive Becker, MN, 55308, failure 
to rebut with a wet ink signature 
will be considered a non-response:
By: Levi McKenzie-Baldridge all 
rights reserved without prejudice
By: Jolene Rose-Baldridge all 
rights reserved without prejudice
(Published in the Patriot: 01/22/22; 
01/29/22; 02/05/22).
___________________________

Probates

Public Notice

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
2022 Bituminous Overlays

LIVONIA TOWNSHIP, SHERBURNE COUNTY, 
MINNESOTA

Notice is hereby given that SEALED Bid Proposal Packages 
will be received by the Township at the Township Hall until 7:00 
PM on the 28th of February 2022.

The Major Quantities of Work are:
MOBILIZATION		  LUMP SUM	  1
MILL BITUMINOUS 
     SURFACE		  SQ YD		   3 8
TYPE SP 9.5 WEARING 
     COURSE MIXTURE (2,B)	 TON		   4632
TRAFFIC CONTROL	 LUMP SUM	  1
4” SOLID LINE PAINT	 LIN FT		   18527

Receipt of Bid Proposal: Bids will be received at the Town-
ship Hall Located at 11162 265th Ave Zimmerman, MN 55398 
until 7:00 PM on the 28th of February 2022.

Bid Opening: Proposals will be opened by the Engineer or the 
Town Board after the hour set for receiving bids at the Township 
Hall at 11162 265th Ave Zimmerman, MN 55398.	

Plans and Specifications may be examined at the office of 
Bogart, Pederson & Associates, Inc, 13076 First Street, Becker, 
MN 55308, or obtained by contacting Wesley Davis, PE at  
wdavis@bogart-pederson.com or 763-262-8822.

The cost to obtain a hard copy of the Plans & Specifications 
is $50.00 with a $10.00 mailing fee.

Bids must be accompanied by a Certified Check or Bidder’s 
Bond made payable to the Township as a proposal guarantee for at 
least 5% of the amount of the bid.

No Bidder may withdraw their bid (which shall include the 
Certified Check or Bidder’s Bond) within 15 days after the sched-
uled closing time for the receipt of bids.

The Township will consider award of the contract at the March 
28th, 2022, meeting contingent upon Engineer review. It is the 
Township’s Intent to begin and complete construction in the year 
2022.

The Township reserves the right to reject any or all bids and to 
waive informalities.
Jody Hammre, Township Clerk
Livonia Township, Sherburne County, MN
(Published in the Patriot: 01/29/22; 02/05/22).
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17-Jan: 1 extra patrol, 1 speed 
warning / no proof of insurance 
Citation #026, 1 suspicious per-
son, 1 speed warning, 2 medical, 
1 gas leak/smell
18-Jan: 2 public assist, 2 fail to 
yield warning, 4 record check, 
1 fire alarm, 4 speed warning, 3 
permit to purchase, 1 fail to move 
over for emergency vehicle warn-
ing, 1 driving conduct warning, 1 
public safety, 1 stop sign warning
19-Jan: 2 agency assist, 2 extra 
patrol, 2 expired registration 
warning, 1 funeral escort, 2 speed 
warning, 1 public safety, 1 miscel-
laneous officer, 1 medical
20-Jan: 4 extra patrol, 3 security 
check, 1 miscellaneous officer, 2 
medical, 1 parking on sidewalk 
violation / Admin Citation 3687, 
2 fire alarm, 1 vehicle lockout, 
1 record check, 1 speed Citation 
#027. 1 public safety, 1 domestic 
dispute, 1 hazardous materials, 
2 public assist, 1 speed Citation 
#028, 1 expired registration warn-
ing / driving after revocation and 
no insurance Citation #029, 1 dog 
complaint, 1 driving after revoca-
tion / no insurance Citation #030
21-Jan: 1 fire alarm, 1 extra pa-
trol, 1 medical alarm, 3 public 
safety, 1 civil, 1 equipment warn-
ing, 1 stop sign warning, 1 suspi-
cious activity, 1 public assist, 1 
agency assist, 1 suspicious vehicle
22-Jan: 1 Winter Parking ordi-
nance violation / Admin Citation 
3933, 1 Winter Parking ordinance 
violation / Admin Citation 3934, 
1 speed warning, 1 domestic dis-
pute, 1 extra patrol, 1 agency as-
sist, 1 minor consumption under 
21 Citations #031, #032, #033, 
#034, #035, #036, #037, #038 / 
possession of small amount of 
marijuana and drug paraphernalia 
Citation #038
23-Jan: 1 fire alarm, 1 miscella-
neous officer, 2 public safety, 1 
public assist, 1 suspicious activ-
ity, 1 felony domestic assault / 
misdemeanor property damage, 1 
warrant arrest, 1 accident

Becker Police 
Department

Activity Report
Week of Jan. 17th – 

Jan. 23rd
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763-262-1454
Becker, MN

763-452-2500
Big Lake, MN

320-743-2204
Clear Lake, MN

FUNERAL HOME • CREMATION SERVICES

www.williamsdingmann.com

FAMILY FUNERAL HOMES

SPONSORED BY:

8852 Cty Rd 23
Becker, MN 

Phone:
763.261.5656

Ralph du Monceaux, Owner
Free Loaners ~ Free Estimates 

~ Honest Work

763-261-5656
Ralph’s

Auto Body

• BECKER
Grace Lutheran Church (LCMS)
Pastor: David M. Johnson, 763-262-7782, 11185 27th Ave SE. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am, Sun. School 10:30am, Wed. J.U.M.P. 6pm.
Becker Baptist Church
Pastors: Nathan Bucher (Acting), Kevin Drehmel (Youth) & Amy Drehmel 
(Dir. Of Ministry), 763-261-4202, 11951 Hancock St. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship/Children 10:30am, Wed. Youth Group 6:30pm. 
www.beckerbaptist.org. 
Becker Evangelical Free Church
Pastors: Patrick Drury (Senior), Chris Salvevold (Youth), 763-261-4125, 
Becker High School, Office: 11373 150th Ave SE. Services: Sun. Worship/
Teaching/Fellowship 10am.
Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 12100 Sherburne Ave. Services: Sat. 
Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8:30am & 10:30am. Masses held 1st, 3rd & 5th Sun-
days of the month. (Masses held on 2nd & 4th Sundays in Big Lake).
Faith (Becker) Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Yolanda Denson-Byers & Vicar Molly Wills, 763-261-5751, 11755 
Sherburne Ave. Services: Sun. Worship 9:30 am, Sun. School 8:30am, 
Wed. Confirmation 5:30pm, Senior High Youth Group 1st & 3rd Wed. 6pm  
www.faithlutheran-becker.org.
Oakwood Community Church Assemblies of God
Pastors: Gerry Bass & Sarah, 763-220-6004, 13140 1st St (SW Corner of 
Becker Furniture World). Services: Sun. Bible Study/Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Snake River Free Church
Pastor: Steve Johnston, 612-219-8648, 180th St SE. Services: Sun. Worship/
Sun. School 10:30am., Hymn Sing is second Sun. of every month.
Becker Christian Center & Abundant Grace Church
Pastor: Ken Hanson, 763-262-2177, 15455 59th St SE. Services: Sun. Praise 
& Worship 9:30am, Wed. Family Fellowship 7pm.
Beacon House of Prayer
Pastors: Brian & Linda Holmes, 763-263-3771, 12264 Pleasant Ave. Ser-
vices: Thurs. Worship 6:30pm.
Free Grace United
Pastor: Kevin Wilson, 763-245-0001, Becker High School, 12000 Hancock 
St, Enter door 11. Services: Wed. Worship 6:30pm.

• BIG LAKE
Acts Seventh-Day Adventists Community Church
Pastor: Bill Nixon, 763-263-2287, 20455 187th Ave NW. Services: Sat. 
Worship 9am, Sat. Sabbath School 10:15am.
Bethany Bible Church
763-263-2167, 511 Eagle Lake Road. Services: Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Bridgeview Assembly of God
Pastor: Steve Royalty, 763-263-6274, 20500 County Road 11. Services: 
Sun. Worship 10am, Wed. Service 6:30pm.
SVEA Hill Covenant Church
Pastor: Don Bellach, 763-263-6322, 16392 235th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Cornerstone Baptist Church
Pastor: Gordon Langdon, 763-263-7878, 15300 County Road 35. 
Hope Lutheran Church (ELCA) in Orrock
763-263-7990. www.hopeintherefuge.weebly.com.
IFLESIA AMOR VIVIENTE Living Love Church
Pastores: Juan & Patricia Aguayo, 763-607-5403, 21 Lake St N. Services: 
Sat. 6pm.
Lord of Glory Lutheran Church
Pastor: Marty Mably, 763-263-3090, 15550 190th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
8am & 10am.
Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 440 Lake St N. Services: Sat. Mass 
5pm; Sun. 8:30am & 10:30am. Masses held on 2nd & 4th Sundays of the 
month (Masses held on 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays in Becker).
Riverside Church
Online: www.myrc.church, 763-263-2410, 20314 County Road 14. Ser-
vices: Sun 8:45am, 10:30am & 12:05pm.
Saron Lutheran Church
Pastor: Kyle Sidlo, 763-263-2209, 311 Lake St. S. Services: Sun. Worship 

9:30am, indoors or livestream.

• SANTIAGO
South Santiago Lutheran Church ELCA
Pastor: Daryl Thul, 763-662-2048, 14675 37th St. Services: Sun. 8am in 
Sanctury Worship, 10am in Sanctuary. Audio broadcast in parking lot for 
both services.
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church E.L.S. & Princeton Evangelical School
Pastor: Timothy Zenda, 763-662-2570, 18977 17th St. Services: Sun. 
School/Bible Class 10:30am, Divine Worship 9am.
Glendorado Lutheran (ELCA)
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Shari Routh, 920-573-0193, 1100 186th Ave NE. Services: Sun 
Good Shepherd 9am, Sun. Glendorado 10:30am.
Gethsemane Church (ELCA) – Ronneby
Pastor: Barbara Peterson, 320-983-5002, 14478 78th St. NE. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Glendorado Evangelical Country Church
Pastor: Sam Alfano, 763-662-2244, 16999 Glendorado Road NE. Services: 
Sun. School 9:30am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• CLEAR LAKE
Living Waters Church
Pastor: Mark Stahl, 320-292-0250, 7830 Church St. Services: Sun. Worship 
10am, Wed. Bible Study 6:30pm.
Trinity Lutheran Church Missouri Synod
Pastor: Josh Reber, 320-743-2919, 8641 Main Ave. Services: Sun. Worship 
8:45am, Sun. School 9:45am.
SHED Church - Non-Denomination in Palmer
Pastor: TBD, 320-241-0123, Palmer Town Hall, 4180 105th Ave. Services: 
Sun. 5pm.
St. Marcus Catholic Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-743-2481, 8701 Main Ave. Services: Sat. 
Confessions 4:15pm, Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. 8am.

• DUELM
St. Lawrence Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-968-7502, 10915 Duelm Road NE. Ser-
vices: Sun. Mass 10am, Tues. Mass 8am.

• CLEARWATER
Clearwater United Methodist Church
Pastor: Alison Hendley, 320-558-2581, 405 Main St. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9:30am.
Freedom Bible Church
605 Lime St. (Old Clearwater Post Office). Services: Sun. Bible Study 
9:30am & 6pm, Sun. Worship 10:45am, Wed. Bible Study 7pm.
Rejoice Lutheran Church – ELCA
Pastor: Jim Bump, 320-558-6851, 1155 County Road 75. Services: Sun. 
Worship 9:30am.
Church of St. Luke
Father: Dennis Backer, 320-558-2124, 17545 Huber Ave NW. Services: 
Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8am & 10am, Weekday Mass Tues.-Fri. 8am/
Sat. 9am.
Tri-County Alliance Church
Pastor: David Fogal, 320-558-2750, 8464 160th St NW. Services: Sun. 
School 9am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• SILVER CREEK
Immanuel Lutheran Church
Pastor: Ken Tatkenhorst, 763-878-2820, 11390 Elliot Ave NW. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am
Silver Creek Community Church
Pastor: Zach Pryor, 320-963-3957, 4282 114th St NW. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9am, Sun. Fellowship 10am, Sun. School 10:30am. 

RYAN HUBBARD
763-263-8334 

RESIDENTIAL  • COMMERCIAL - AGRICULTURAL

6715 125th Ave - Clear Lake, MN
320.743.2387 • Cell: 320.290.9843

Scott & Tonia Ulsby

KEN GEROUX CONSTRUCTION
C O R P O R A T I O N

Integrity • Excellence
Uncompromising Customer Satisfaction

Lic. #BC002757
Big Lake • 763-263-6878

Order Online!

Becker Pizza Depot
The Area’s Best Pizza -- Ask Anyone!

14281 Bank Street, Becker • 763-262-2700
www.BeckerPizzaDepot.com • Facebook: Pizza Depot

Pizza, Wings & More

290 EAGLE LAKE RD. N. BIG LAKE
763-263-3262 • WWW.CORNEROAKSDENTAL.COM

FAMILY & COSMETIC DENTISTRY

DR. REED DILL & 
DR. PETER KUEFLER

16455 122nd St Becker MN 55308

763-263-9471

Big Lake

 763-263-6350
parkdental.com

Church DirectoryChurch DirectoryChurch Directory

320-743-2479 
• dahlensheetmetal@frontier.com

P.O. Box 646 • Becker, MN 55308
www.dahlensheetmetal.com

Becker 763-261-4200  |  Princeton 763-389-4099
Monticello 763-271-7177

www.sherburnestatebank.com

Your Hometown Bank

Sherburne
State Bank

Member 
FDIC

763-262-4237

M-F
8AM-

4:30PM

Owner: Chad Schwintek
13050 1st Street Becker, MN 55308

24 
HOUR
Towing & recovery

19640 200th Ave., Big Lake

• Family Owned 
    & Operated
• Light, Medium and 
    Heavy Duty  Towing 

• Lockouts 
• Jump Starts 
• Winch Recovery

www.bobstowingandrecovery.com

• BIG LAKE 
• ELK RIVER 
• MONTICELLO

Obituaries

A gathering of family and 
friends will be at a later date 
for Kenneth “Ken” Hemmel-
garn, age 76, who passed away 
Wednesday at Mercy Hospital 
in Coon Rapids. Arrange-
ments have been entrusted to 
Williams Dingmann Family 
Funeral Home in Becker.

Ken was born August 17, 
1945 in St. Cloud to Abie & 
Katie (Kampa) Hemmelgarn. 
He grew up on a farm between 
Clear Lake and Becker, and 
honorably served our country 
in the U.S. Air Force during 
the Vietnam War. Ken married 
Lucille Doering on August 17, 
1965 at St. Marcus Catho-
lic Church in Clear Lake. He 
worked as a Machine Operator 
in the Manufacturing Industry 
for most of his life, retiring in 
2002. Ken was a proud mem-
ber of Clear Lake American 

Legion Post #354. He enjoyed 
cooking, fishing, fish fry’s, 
gardening, bird watching, 
squirrel hunting, and was fa-
mous for his banana cake. Ken 
loved being with his family 
and was a great babysitter and 
teacher to his grandchildren. 
He was kind, compassionate, 
accepting, had a great sense of 
humor, and always made sure 
his family was okay. Ken was 
proud of his abilities and the 
relationship he had with his 
family. 

 Survivors include his 
wife, Lucille of Elk River; son 
and daughters, Chris (Wendy) 
Hemmelgarn of Elk River, 
Amy Borst of Princeton, and 
Kim (Rick) Clyne of Princ-
eton; mother, Katie of St. 
Cloud; brothers and sisters, 
Ray (Dolly) Hemmelgarn of 
Richfield, Carol Lucius of 
Clear Lake, Donna (Steve) 
Bebus of Clear Lake, and Allen 
(Janie) Hemmelgarn of An-
dover; grandchildren, Justin, 
Katie, Clarissa, Lee, Colton, 
Heather, and Sadie; and great 
grandchildren, Nolan, Olivia, 
and Amelia. Ken was preceded 
in death by his father, Abie.

 Obituary, Guest Book, 
and Video Tribute available 
online: www.williamsding-
mann.com

Kenneth “Ken” W. Hemmelgarn, Age 76
Elk River, MN

August 17, 1945 – January 19, 2022

The Mass of Christian 
Burial for Shirley will be held 
10:30 am, Monday, January 
31st, at St. Marcus Catholic 
Church in Clear Lake.  A vis-
itation will be held from 4 pm 
to 8 pm, Sunday, January 30th, 
at the church in Clear Lake, 
as well as an hour before the 

service on Monday. Parish 
prayers will be held Sunday at 
5:00 pm. Shirley entered her 
spiritual journey on January 
24, 2022, in the comfort of her 
daughter’s home. 

Shirley began her earthly 
journey on November 16, 
1927, the daughter of Eldred 
Sr, and Carolyn (Netz) Krae-
mer. She was one of seven 
children. Shirley attended 
Clear Lake High School, 
graduating in 1946. She mar-
ried Everett Winkelman on 
July 27, 1949, at St. Marcus 
Parish, Clear Lake. Shirley 
worked at Walgreens, was a 
nanny, owned and operated a 
restaurant with her husband 
Everett, and then was a full-
time mother. 

Her greatest joy was fam-
ily, gardening, and baking. 
Shirley taught CCD classes at 
St. Marcus, was a 4-H leader 
for over 30 years, where she 
served on the advisory board 
and the 4-H camp board. 
Shirley was named Queen 
for Palmer Days in 2008, was 
the Senior Volunteer Queen 
of the Sherburne County Fair 
in 1998, as well as the Senior 
Citizen Volunteer of the year 
2005.

Shirley was the mother of 
six children: Larry (Penny) 
Kelliher, MN; Ellen Sievert, 
Becker; Sharon, St Cloud; 
John (Tammy), St. Cloud; 
Yvonne (Todd) Schendzielos, 
Clear Lake; Karen (Dennis) 
Pilarski, Clear Lake. Shirley 
was also the grandmother of 
10: Paul (Cynda), Suzanne 
(Greg), Stephen (DeAnna) 
Winkelman; Michael (Julie), 
Christopher (Amanda), Parker 
(Kelly) Schendzielos; Saman-
tha Sievert, Rosamond (Ron-
nie) Dodd Sievert and Philip 
and Sara Winkelman. She 
was also a great-grandmother 
to 16, as well as a step-grand-
mother and a step-great-grand-
mother. 

Shirley is survived by her 
children; brother Jerry Krae-
mer, Laport, MN; brother-in-
law and sister-in-law Charles 
and MaryAnn Winkelman, St. 
Cloud.

She is preceded in death 
by her spouse Everett (March 
2013); parents, Eldred and 
Carolyn Kraemer; in-laws, 
John and Ellen Winkelman; 
siblings Eldred Jr., PA, An-
drew (Connie), St. Cloud, 
Richard (Arlene), St, Cloud, 
Maxine (Buck) Jones, NC, 
Winnifred (Delroy) Perske, 
St. Cloud; step-grandson Jus-
tin McClung and step-grand-
daughter Shannon Backes. 

Family would like to thank 
Moments Hospice for their 
love and caring ways, as well 
as special friends and angels 
on earth; Madison L, Dee L., 
and Barb J.

Shirley Ann (Kraemer) Winkelman, Age 94
Clear Lake, MN

November 16, 1927 – January 24, 2022

Carol was a master gar-
dener and loved helping oth-
ers with her nursing degree 
but also donated often to Girl 
Scouts, both Golden Valley 
and Coon Rapids Humane 
Societies and The Minnesota 
Landscape Arboretum.

Preceded in death by her 
parents Henry and Doris Skaja. 

Survived by her husband 
Michael Edward Rittinger, 
her daughters Heather Hudak 
(Rittinger) and husband 
Dustin Hudak of Andover, 
MN and Melissa Ann Rit-
tinger of Brooklyn Center, 
MN. Her grandchildren Joce-
lynn LaRae Hudak 14, Brady 
Archie Hudak 13, Tynnleigh 
Ida Hudak 2, Pyper Rose 
Hudak 11 months, Zachary M. 
Jones 19, Omari C. Palmer 13, 
and Myles D. Smith 10. Her 
siblings Susan Foster Marker, 
Daniel Skaja, Janet Mitch-
ell, Linda Sweno, and Brian 

Skaja. Beloved nieces, neph-
ews and cousins, many long-
time friends, coworkers and 
affiliates as well.

In Lieu of flowers, Please 
donate in Carol’s honor to her 
two most loved places either 
the Animal Humane Society 
or The Minnesota Landscape 
Arboretum.

Celebration of her life will 
be decided at a later date.

Carol Ann Rittinger, Age 70
Big Lake, MN

December 26, 1951 – January 17, 2022
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FROM
$2,549*

$2,299*

TM

1-877-375-2291
promo code N7017

* Prices are per person based on double occupancy plus $299 in taxes & fees. Single supplement and seasonal surcharges may apply. Add-on airfare 
available. Offers apply to new bookings only, made by 3/31/22. Other terms & conditions may apply. Ask your Travel Consultant for details.

Oahu • Hawaii Island • Kauai • Maui — Enjoy a fully 
guided 4-island Hawaiian vacation with centrally located 
lodging in Waikiki on Oahu, and beachfront lodging 
on the “Big Island” of Hawaii, Kauai, and Maui. Guided 
throughout by our friendly Tour Directors—your local 
experts. Includes 3 inter-island flights.

12 days, departs year-round
BEST OF HAWAII FOUR-ISLAND TOUR

EEO/AAA/m/f/Vets/Disabled

Short W� k, Great Pay and Benefi ts
CDL DRIVERS WANTED

• Class A Commercial Driver’s License (CDL-A)
• 9 Months T/T Experience in Last 3 Years

• 21+ Years of Age  • Tanker Experience a Plus  • Home Daily

Benefi ts-Vacation-Holiday
Call Linda for more details 

at 866.676.6501 or 
www.driveforcardinal.com

 Cardinal Logistics Locations In: Sauk Centre and Perham

Thomas Joseph Hammer, 
age 67, died Saturday, January 
22nd, 2022, at the St. Cloud 
Hospital.  

Tom was born on August 
10, 1954, in Brooklyn Cen-
ter, MN, the son of Thomas 
and Marie (Becker) Hammer. 
He grew up in Brooklyn Cen-
ter and Tom’s dad moved the 
family to Becker, MN in 1969, 
and started Hammer Potato 
Company. He graduated from 
Becker High School in 1972, 
and was president of the senior 
class. 

In 1979, Tom and his 
brother Gary started a partner-
ship where they farmed 20-30 
acres of potatoes, which was 
T&G Farms. In 1980, Tom re-
named the farm TJ Farms and 
started growing potatoes on 
his own. In 2017, Tom started 
Precision Rain of MN and 
became a Reinke Irrigation, 
Great Plains Equipment, and 
Becks Seed Dealership.

Tom found great joy in 
giving back to his community 
by being a part of many orga-
nizations, such as: Centra Sota 
Cooperative board member, 
past President and member 
of St. Cloud EAA, past Pres-
ident and member of the Clear 
Lake Lions, past President and 
member of MN Area 2 Potato 
Council, and past President 
of the Clearwater Food Shelf. 
“Can do” was an understate-
ment for his ambition. 

In 1990, Tom married the 
love of his life Penney, and 
accepted Jesus as his Lord and 
Savior. He loved his family 
deeply, and had a passion for 
farming. Like his dad, he loved 
to work. Tom considered all 
his employed guys the best of 
friends. They built buildings 
together, installed irrigation, 
and even helped him build one 
of his airplanes.

He loved buying insur-

ance salvage equipment, cars, 
boats, semi trucks, and tractors 
to name a few. He also loved 
flying his airplanes with his 
brother Jeff and friends. He 
enjoyed spending time at the 
Pine River deer cabin, and at-
tending the Oshkosh air shows 
with his brothers and sons. A 
big highlight every year was 
the annual snowmobile trip 
to West Yellowstone with his 
sons, brothers, and friends. 
You could always find Tom 
with a Diet Coke on ice.  Tom 
loved meeting and visiting 
with people. He made every-
one he met feel important and 
treated them truly as a friend, 
with love and respect.

Tom is preceded in death 
by his father, Thomas, and his 
mother, Marie. 

He is survived by his wife 
Penney, and two sons Hunter 
and Tanner. His three broth-
ers: Jeff (Lynda) of Prince-
ton, MN, Stephen (Mary Jo) 
of Mary Esther, FL, and Gary 
(Kris) of Glenwood, MN. Tom 
is also survived by his 4 neph-
ews and 6 nieces, as well as his 
great nieces and nephews. 

Tom truly was larger than 
life and will be greatly missed 
by all who loved and knew 
him.

A private family funeral 
service was held Thursday, 
January 27 2022.

Thomas Joseph Hammer, Age 67
Becker, MN 

August 10, 1954 – January 22, 2022
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