
By Bill Morgan, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

2021 promised to be 
the “recovery” year follow-
ing COVID-19 that began 
in 2019 and carried over 
through the entire 2020 
year. However, 2021 was 
not the recovery many had 
hoped for and was, in fact, 
just as turbulent and unpre-
dictable as previous years. 
Many businesses are still 
struggling, some closed 
and workers were few and 
far between. 

The politics of en-
forced vaccinations and 
their effects, along with the 
in metamorphosis of new 
variants has continued to 
ignite fear and concern in a 
world where booster shots 
is slowly becoming a fact 
of life.

Despite the dour situa-
tion most of the world has 
faced in 2021, we at the 
Patriot found loads of great 
news we’ve covered in the 
last calendar year and pres-
ent them to you with fond 
hopes of a better 2022 and 
beyond...

January
Big Lake High 

Schoo l ’ s  Ass i s t an t 
principal Angie Char-
boneau-Floch was named 
Minnesota Assistant Princi-
pal of the year in early Jan-
uary. The award is given 
by the Minnesota Associ-
ation of Secondary School 
Principals (MASSP), an 
organization which looks 
to improve students’ edu-
cation by supporting princi-
pals and assistant principals 
around the state.

Colder temperatures 
in January of last year 
after a tepid close to 2020 
meant the lakes in Central 
Minnesota saw a flurry of 
action in January. Becker 
resident Bill Klatt brought 
his son (Cody) and a friend 
to Camp Lake and drilled a 
few holes in search of fish. 
Other area lakes were busy 
as well, with accesses at 
both Briggs Lake and Elk 
Lake filled to capacity.

Xcel Energy said in 
January they want to add 
around 500 megawatts 
of new large-scale solar 
generation near its exist-
ing Sherco Power Plant in 
Becker. The project would 
create 400 union con-
struction jobs and around 
25 permanent positions, 
pending approval by the 
Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission.

February
In early Feb-

ruary, dozens of 
concerned citi-
zens ventured 
onto the ice 
of Elk Lake to 
share their input 
about Sherburne 
County’s pro-
posal to estab-
lish a 430 acre 
regional park 
along the north 
shore of the 
lake located in 
Palmer Twp. 

Steve Radeke 
of Becker was 
awarded the Purple 
Heart award by the 
Sherburne County 
Sheriff’s Office last 
February. The Pur-
ple Heart is an award 
given to those who have 
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Advertising
Deadlines
NEWS DEADLINES

With the newspaper wrap up 
occurring Wednesday evening, all 
news items submitted to run that 
Saturday must reach our office by 

Wednesday morning by 11 a.m.

SPORTS DEADLINES
Coaches and assistants are 

expected to contact our sports 
writers by Wednesday morning, 
11 a.m. at the latest to have their 

information included in that 
week’s publication.

CLASSIFIEDS DEADLINES
Information for classifieds need to 
be submitted to our staff by noon 
Wednesday to be included in that 

week’s publication of the PATRIOT.

Contact Us
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Call 763-275-0275 
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legals.kathy@patriotnewsmn.com
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WEBSITE
Check out each week’s content 

@ our website: 
www.patriotnewsmn.com

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Call 763-275-0275 

or email Bill @
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

763-275-0275

E D I TO R I A L / N E W S
-  Pa g e s  1 - 8

C H U R C H  D I R E C TO RY
-  Pa g e  3 B

A N N O U N C E M E N T S
-  Pa g e  2 B

C O L U M N S / O P I N I O N S
-  Pa g e  5 

L E G A L S / J U D I C I A L
-  Pa g e s  2 B  &  4 B

C L A S S I F I E D S
-  Pa g e  1 B 

E M P L OY M E N T
-  Pa g e s  6

S P O RT S / A C T I V I T I E S
-  Pa g e s  7 - 8
O B I T UA R I E S

-  Pa g e s  2 B  & 3 B

PRESORTED STD
ECRWSS

EDDM
PAID

PRINCETON, MN
PERMIT NO. 12

POSTAL PATRON

Sherburne County’s Legal Newspaper 

We are now 
in Palmer!

AWAY IN A MANGER. Kristy, 
Andy, Matthew, Abby, and Anna 
Person portrayed Mary, Joseph, 
baby Jesus and two angels at 
Snake River Free Church Christ-
mas program Sunday, December 
19th. (Photo by Mary Nehring.)

      I N S E RT S
•  Fo o d  P r i d e 
•  C o b o r n ’s

Inside
BIG LAKE

The Hultman family, owners of Big 
Lake’s Hardware Hank, have gone 
into retirement. See the story on 

page 4.

CLEARWATER
The Clearwater Lions donated 

$26k to local organizations 
in Wright County. See Penny 
Leuthard’s story on page 3. 

CLEAR LAKE
The Clear Lake Twp. welcomed a 
new town clerk in Nancy Betzler. 
Betzler has “lots of clerking ex-
perience”, said Chair Gary Gray. 

“We’re glad to have her on board.” 
See the story on page 5.

PICK UP A COPY 
OF THE PATRIOT AT 

THE FOLLOWING 
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CLEARWATER: 

Coborn’s; 
SANTIAGO: 
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PALMER: 
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BECKER: 

Food Pride, 
BIG LAKE: 
Coborn’s;

PATRIOT office
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DILLON RADUNZ  
became the first-ever 
Becker Bulldog football 
player to be selected by an 
NFL team in April’s draft.

Submitted article

(Editor’s Note: The 
following article was 
submitted by Lupulin 
Brewing.)

Lupulin Brewing 
Company brings home 
three awards at the Min-
nesota Craft Brewers 
Guild’s 2021 Brewers 
Cup & Awards, Nov.18, 
2021. 

Scribbled Lines 
Brewing took home their 
very first award at the 
2021 Festival of Wood 
& Barrel-Aged Beers in 
Chicago, IL, Nov. 13, 
2021. The Festival of 
Wood & Barrel-Aged 
Beer is North America’s 
largest and most distin-
guished barrel-aged beer 
festival and competition. 
Now in its 19th year, 
FoBAB features samples 
from more than 150 craft 
breweries and a fierce 
competition for hardware 
and bragging rights. This 
year, the Brewers Cup 
Competition had 450 
beers entered from 85 
breweries and brewpubs 
in the state. Beers were 
submitted to 26 catego-
ries based on beer style.

Boris v.1, the very 
first foeder-aged beer 
to come from Scribbled 
Lines earned second 
place at the 2021 Festival 
of Wood & Barrel-Aged 
Beers in the Wild Beer & 
Brett category. Boris v. 1 
is a golden mixed-cul-
ture sour ale that brings 
strong notes of mango 
& peach that are com-
pletely derived from the 
fermentation, there was 
no actual fruit added! 

Quality Control 
Manager & Brewer, Jus-
tin Nathe stated, “We 
were beyond thrilled to 
receive the second place 
award in the Wild Beer 
& Brett category for our 
first ever foeder-aged 
release, Boris v.1. Scrib-
bled lines is a passion 
project that is an outlet 
for us to create unique 
beers that we find ex-
citing, and we hope that 
you all enjoy them too. 
We love each and every 
beer we release and to 
receive a second place 
“tip-of-the-hat” from an 
event like FOBAB really 
means a lot to us, and en-
courages us to keep mak-
ing those beers that we 
find fun and interesting. 
Thank you all for sup-
porting us and drinking 
these beers alongside us, 
and we are looking for-
ward to what the future 
holds!”

Lupulin 
Takes Home 
Wins at Two 
Minnesota 
Contests

YEAR-IN-REVIEW 
to page 2

LUPULIN to page 3

By Ken Francis,
Contributing Writer

The Sherburne County 
Board last week honored 
the late Ewald Petersen 
with a proclamation of his 
service to the community 
during his time as county 
commissioner. Petersen 
died Dec. 6 at age 82.

Board Chair Raeanne 
Danielowski read the proc-
lamation, which recognized 
Petersen’s service to the 
county. 

“He represented his 
district admirably... The 
board wishes to express 
its sincere thanks and ap-
preciation for Ewald’s 
dedication and outstanding 
performance of his duties.

“This [proclamation] 
will serve as a reminder 
that Ewald will always 
be remembered as a ded-
icated public servant to 
this community. Be it fur-
ther resolved, that we, the 
Sherburne County Board of 
Commissioners, do hereby 
proclaim today, Dec.21, 
2021, a day of remem-
brance for Ewald Petersen 
and affirm through this 
act the faithful and ded-
icated services which he 

performed for 12 years as 
county commissioner”

Each board member 
took a moment to say a few 
words about Petersen.

The most  memorable 
came from Commissioner 
Felix Schmiesing, who 
served with Petersen for 
the entire 12 years Petersen 
was on the board.

“I was fortunate to 
serve with Ewald. He was 
a valuable ally to me over 

EWALD PETERSEN, who served 
as a county commissioner for 12 years, 
was honored during the recent county 
board meeting after his passing ear-
lier this month. (Submitted photo.)

County Board honors 
Ewald Petersen

THE GRINCH visited the Sherburne State Bank (Monticello Branch) Whoville  
set and they all posed for a photo! Grinch (Jarred Merchant), Cindy Lou Who (Mi-
chelle Anderson), Max (Tanya Lill), Who villains (Camila Cordova-Fonseca, Nancy 
Barthel and Victoria Whitsel). (Submitted Photo).

Grinch in Monticello!

BIRD SEED WREATHS. The Kuphal family (Jenny, Aiden, Sage and Cade 
Kuphal) are in their third year of making bird seed wreaths for the holiday season. 
(Photo by Mary Nehring.)

COUNTY to page 3



been 
wounded 

while on duty. 
Correctional Of-

ficer Radeke was 
awarded the very 

first Purple Heart award 
given by Sherburne County.

Sherburne County 4-H 
Ambassadors coordinated a 
county-wide drive on Feb. 
8 to collect items for the 
foster care community. 4-H 
families and community 
members donated many 
needed items in a drive-up 
style drop-off.

March
Nate Bucher, long-time 

second-grade school teacher 
at Becker Primary School 
and high school tennis 
coach, accepted  the senior 
pastor position with Becker 
Baptist Church following a 
long search to replace be-
loved Pastor Rob Olsen.

Captain Dan Ansel-
ment of the Wright County 
Sheriff’s Dept., whose final 
day of work after 33 years 
with the Sheriff’s Office 
was in March, was honored 
at a county board meeting 
for his exemplary service to 
the county. He was joined 
by an eight-year employee 
who has also served the res-
idents of Wright County – 
K9 officer Vader.

A new high school 
opened in Elk River last fall. 
Good Shepherd Lutheran 
High School (GSLHS) of-
fers faith-based learning 
to students in grades 9-12. 
Classes are held in the Lord 
of Glory Lutheran Church 
in Elk River.

April
Dairy2U, a modern-day 

milkman company that was 
founded by St. Cloud’s Brad 
Hagfors in 2019, began to 
offer services within the 
areas of Patriot readership, 

includ-
ing Clear 

Lake, Clearwater, 
Becker, Big Lake, and sur-
rounding townships. 

12-year-old Samantha 
Lumley of Becker was a 
wrestling dynamo as she 
wrestled in the 127-lb. 
weight class and became a 
two-time Minnesota USA 
State Champion in the 14U 
bracket. In 2019, she pinned 
every competitor in every 
match she wrestled in in her 
class and went uncontested 
the entire year meaning that 
at every wrestling meet, 
not a single opponent chal-
lenged her at her weight 
class.

Kim Noding was the 
victor in last April’s spe-
cial election in Big Lake. 
Noding had the most votes 
at 264, beating out oppo-
nents Ketti Green (215) and 
Donna Pouliot (37).

May
High School athletes in 

Minnesota received much 
appreciated news last May 
as they were told by the 
MSHSL they are no longer 
required to wear a mask or 
face covering during com-
petition at outdoor activi-
ties.

Nearly 300 citizens 
from all across the State of 
Minnesota gathered for a 
Town Hall meeting in May  
at South Santiago Lutheran 
Church for information 
gathering on the grassroots 
effort of the Convention of 
States (COS).

Becker City Hall saw 
over 1,200 voters turn out 
for last Spring’s election for 
a school referendum. The 
referendum — requesting 
approval for improvement 
of infrastructure spaces, and 
building a new transpor-
tation facility, along with 
providing more space for 
programs, renovations and 

improve-
ments to existing 

spaces including FFE, ath-
letics lighting, and install-
ing synthetic turf on the 
multi-purpose field was 
voted down by a mere 11 
votes. The final tally was 
601 for and 612 against. The 
school held another referen-
dum just this past fall where 
voters in the Becker School 
District approved both ref-
erendums by an unofficial 
margin of 1,403 “yes” votes 
to 763 “no” votes for ques-
tion one, and 1,199 “yes” 
votes to 966 “no” votes for 
question two.

Dillon Radunz, who 
played for the Bulldogs 
under Dwight Lundeen, 
then played at NDSU under 
two coaches, was selected 
in the second round (53rd 
overall) in the 2021 NFL 
draft held last April. Dillon, 
standing at 6’6” and 300-
lbs., currently plays right 
tackle for the Tennessee Ti-
tans of the AFC.

June
Becker Softball Head 

Coach Jason Baune reached 
an impressive milestone 
last June when his Bulldogs 
shutout the Willmar Cardi-
nals in the opening round of 
the MSHSL softball play-
offs, and the win was his 
300th as head coach of the 
program.

Big Lake resident Dar-
lene Lanz turned 95 in June 
of 2020. Darlene owned the 
Coffee Cup in Becker from 
September 1978 to Septem-
ber 1985 and has been very 
active in her community her 
entire life.

Last June at Lions Park 
in Big Lake, several bikers 
participated in the fifth an-
nual Running for Justice 
Bike-a-Thon. The riders get 
sponsored by companies 
and individuals in an effort 

to raise money to 
go towards helping 
victims of human 
trafficking and rais-

ing awareness of the 
issue. 
July
Bob and Judy’s Farm 

Market, a business that has 
been an integral part of 
Big Lake for more than 20 
years, closed their doors 
permanently in early July. 
The owners continued to 
operate through the 4th of 
July holiday weekend be-
fore shutting down for good.

The Santiago Lions 
held a benefit in July for 
Santiago man Andrew Reid. 
Reid was recently diagnosed 
with Stage 4 Glioblastoma, 
an extremely rare form of 
brain cancer. Reid’s father, 
Steve Reid, was a firefighter 
with the Becker Fire Dept. 

Brooke Brower, former 
Becker student and gymnast 
from Clearwater, gained 
quite a standing in the world 
of physical fitness and 
bodybuilding. At 23 years 
old, she has captured two 
successful, back-to-back 
fitness competition crowns 
in the summer. Brooke cur-
rently works as a personal 
trainer, nutrition coach, 
sports coach and continues 
to compete.

August
Daisy Kent of Clear 

Lake headed off to Germany 
in August to seek treat-
ment for her Lyme’s 
Disease. Kent, 22, 
has been dealing 
with mysterious, 
chronic episodes 
and conditions 
all through her 
grade school, 
high school and 
college days and 
prior treatments 
have failed. Accord-
ing to reports, Kent is 
fully healed and back 
living in Southern Califor-
nia where she has a job and 
tons of friends from college.

Caleb Quernemoen 
held a golf outing June 28 
where he accepted dona-
tions for the Becker Back-
pack Buddies organization 
based on per hole sponsor-
ships and donations from 
community members and 
businesses. Quernemoen 
raised $1,696 for Becker 
Backpack Buddies and do-
nated the funds to the orga-
nization in August.

Eight Pitmaster ‘Smok-
ers’ vied for three top prizes 
and ‘People’s Choice’ 
awards at last August’s 
Pulled Pork Cook-Off at 
Lupulin Brewery in Big 
Lake. All of the smokers 
presented hungry attendees 
and the judges with excel-
lent smoked pork samples 
and sauces, taking great 
pride in their recipes, skills, 
and presentation.

September
In late August, the 

Becker Sons of the Ameri-
can Legion hosted a Coun-
try Music Concert that 
featured the Purple Hulls 
and Monroe Crossing. The 

concert was held to bene-
fit the Minneapolis Fisher 
House, a foundation that 
builds comfort homes where 
military and veteran fami-
lies can stay free of charge, 
while a loved one is in the 
hospital.

The Becker 
C o m m u n i t y 
Center cam-
pus made 
p u b l i c 
some ex-
citing new 
o u t d o o r 
activities 
in Septem-
ber, free for 
community 
use. A new 
splash pad was 
constructed out-
side the BCC as well 
as a new basketball court 
and two new pickle ball 
courts. These new attrac-
tions were brought to the 
community by the City of 
Becker and the Parks and 
Rec. Dept. 

The second annual (of 
many, many future) Taste 
of Terror haunted house 
event (TasteOfTerrorMN.
com) took place the last 
two weekends of Septem-
ber in the 4-H building at 
the Sherburne County Fair-
grounds. This event, run by 
the Big Lake Cheer Booster, 

is a truly terrifying and fun 
way to raise money for the 
student athletes to compete 
around the nation.

October
In early October, the 

parking lot at McPete’s in 
Big Lake was overflowing 
with unique, classic cars for 
the fifth year that McPete’s 
has teamed up with Tri-
River Rodders, a club active 
in the communities of Big 
Lake, Elk River, and Zim-
merman. A total of 221 cars 
were registered at the show.  

It took a year longer 
than originally planned, but 
the Becker American Le-
gion was able to celebrate 
its milestone 100th birth-
day last October, as a good 
crowd showed up to mark 
Post 193’s 101st year in 
existence. An original cele-
bration planned for last year 
had been postponed due to 
the pandemic, but this year 
many veterans and their 
families showed up to honor 
a century’s worth of service 
to the Becker community.

Becker resident Jim 
Aleckson was named Min-
nesota Pitcher of the Year at 
a Minnesota Gopher State 
Horseshoe Pitching Associ-
ation meeting last October. 
This award is given to the 
person who has pitched in 
the most tournaments in the 
state and placed first, second 
or third positions during the 
2020-21 season (August to 
August).

November
Francisco Martinez of 

Big Lake decided to join 
the United States Marines 
on Sept. 10 of 2001 to pur-
sue boxing with the armed 
forces. The next day the 
Twin Towers crumbled to 
the ground. Martinez had no 
idea how fighting in the ring 
would become fighting for 
his country in such a short 
time.

Carol Payne, a Licensed 
Social Worker from Clear 
Lake, was selected by the 
Association of Social Work 
Boards to receive the 2021 
Sunny Andrews Award for 
Outstanding Commitment 
to Social Work Regulatory 
Board Service. She received 
the award Nov. 20, 2021, 
where  she was honored 
during the ASWB Annual 
Meeting of the Delegate 
Assembly.

Big Lake High School 
held a REAL event at the 
high school auditorium in 

November. Eleven students 
attended along with a num-
ber of businesses and orga-
nizations who are helping 
kids prepare for the work-
force following graduation.

December
The Becker High 

School Drama club held 
their opening night perfor-
mance of Elf in December 
to massive crowds. This 
was the first drama club per-
formance to take place in 
the Performing Arts Center 
(PAC) since 2019 due to 
COVID-19, and students 
were excited to be back on 
the main stage, instead of 
performing in the parking 
lot.

Mike Garland from 
Becker made another trip 
to the Twin Cities to do-
nate $1,300 of supplies 
to the American Cancer 
Society’s Twin Cities 
Hope Lodge. Garland 
raised funds for these 

supplies through a re-
cent chili cookoff. 

Becker City Admin-
istrator Greg Pruszinske 
accepted an offer to be the 
CA in Hibbing and began 
serving the Northern Minne-
sota city this past Monday. 
Pruszinske had been the 
CA at Becker for the last 12 
years and was Asst. CA for 
13 before that.

2022 and Beyond...
A survey by Nature 

Portfolio last January shows 
of the 100 scientists inter-
viewed, many (90%) ex-
pect the virus that causes 
COVID-19 to become en-
demic (regularly found), 
but it could pose less danger 
over time.

The future of the virus 
will depend heavily on the 
type of immunity people 
acquire through infection 
or vaccination and how the 
virus evolves. Influenza and 
the four human coronavi-
ruses that cause common 
colds are also endemic: but 
a combination of annual 
vaccines and acquired im-
munity means that societies 
tolerate the seasonal deaths 
and illnesses they bring 
without requiring lock-
downs, masks and social 
distancing.

So let’s raise those 
glasses of champagne and 
pledge a toast to — instead 
of eradicating the virus 
— we eradicate the fear 
surrounding it. Instead of 
worrying, let’s declare hope. 
Instead of misery, let’s pro-
mote joy.

Cheers!
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ATTORNEYS AT LAW

763-262-2889

www.jeddelohsnyder.com

• Family Law
• Real Estate
• Business Planning
• Business Litigation
• Wills & Trusts
• Estate Planning
• Guardianships

101 Jefferson Blvd.
Big Lake

BUSINESS & PROFESSIONAL SERVICES  DIRECTORY

935 Clearwater Professional Building
(320) 558-2201

Tues: 9-5 • Wed: 8:30 - 4:30 • Fri: 8:30 - 2
ALSO: 1500 Northway Drive, St. Cloud

Member of American 
Academy of Dental 

Group Practice

“A Reason 
to Smile!”

Jeff Flemming, DDS
Brent Deragisch, DDS

DentalAttorneys
PETERSON - 

GRIMSMO
FUNERAL CHAPEL

Serving your 
community since 1933

250 East Broadway
Monticello, MN 55362

763-295-2918
Our family serving yours!

Funeral

Try our fast & accurate tax service. We help you 
find every available deduction. Small business & 
farms welcome! Over 35 years at this location. 

CLEARWATER TAX 
& ACCOUNTING SERVICE LLC

935 Clearwater Center (next to The Kettle) • (320)558-6800
www.ClearwaterTax.net

NEW CLIENTS - Clip this ad to redeem for a 10% discount.

GIVE 

YOURSELF 

A BREAK!

Taxes

from page 1

Area News

SAMANTHA LUMLEY posed 
with her bracket sheet and medal 
she earned at the MN/USA youth 
wrestling tournament in April.  (Sub-
mitted Photo.)

DAVE DAHLHEIMER was  named 
“Firefighter of the Year” for the Becker 
fire department early last year. (Sub-
mitted Photo).

THE BECKER SOFTBALL TEAM cel-
ebrated with a cake in honor of coach 
Jason Baune’s 300th career victory last 
June. (Submitted Photo).

DAISY KENT headed off to Ger-
many in early August to seek treat-
ment for her Lyme’s Disease. (Photo 
from Hear Your Heart website.)

CITY ADMINISTRATOR GREG 
PRUSZINSKE accepted a new job at the 
City of Hibbing and began his tenure 
there just this past Monday. (Patriot 
Archive Photo).

BUDDY AND ELVES break out in 
song at Santa’s Workshop in Decem-
ber’s production of Elf at the Becker 
PAC. (Photo by Katherine Cantin.)



By Penny Leuthard,
Contributing Writer

The Clearwater Lions 
ended 2021 doing what 
they do best – donating 
money in support of the 
local community, this time 
to the Clearwater Fire Dept. 
and Salvation Army Red 
Kettle.

Lion Gary Kalla, Lion 
President Al Zabinski, Lion 
Marlene Kalla and Lion 
Mary Abraham presented 
a check for $25,000 to the 
Clearwater Fire Dept. that 
will be put toward new 
SCBA (Self-Contained 

Breathing Apparatus) 
equipment for the firefight-
ers. 

SCBAs are a crit-
ical component in the 
protective gear used by 
firefighters. They con-
sist of a high-pressure 
tank, pressure regulator, 
and inhalation connection 
(mouthpiece, mouth mask, 
or face mask) connected 
together and mounted to a 
carrying frame. 

Fire Chief Ryan Prid-
geon explained the de-
partment spent two years 
researching the gear; 
they’re now waiting to see 

if they’ve been awarded a 
FEMA grant before decid-
ing when they’ll order it. 
The goal is to purchase 18 
sets.

The Lions also donated 
$1,000 to the Clearwater 
Salvation Army Red Kettle 
in December. 

It’s not all work for 
Lion members. During 
their annual Lions Christ-
mas Party this year, singing 
legend Elvis Presley (Im-
personator Todd Anderson) 
stopped by to entertain the 
group and spread good 
cheer with singing, danc-
ing, and merriment.

The largest ser-
vice organization in the 
world, Lions Club In-
ternational’s mission is 
“to empower volunteers 
to serve their communi-
ties, meet humanitarian 
needs, encourage peace 
and promote international 
understanding through 
Lions Clubs.” 
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Area News

Area Chamber News
Happy New Year!

Expo/Craft Fair, Feb. 26
Becker Field House

Membership Meeting
Jan. 8 - 11:30 am

Lord of Glory Lutheran Church

Business After Hours
Jan. 20 - 5 pm

McPete’s Sports Bar & Lanes

Clearwater Legion
January 2, 8:30 am-noon

Breakfast

Clearwater Library
Jan. 5 - 6-8 pm

Photography Workshop

Amity Felton
763-262-2420

Chamber@BeckerChamber.org

Gloria Vande Brake
763-263-7800

Info@BigLakeChamber.com

Glenna Soenneker
320-267-4361

GSoenneker@GMail.com

If you would like more information on any of these events or if you would like 
to become a member of these organizations please reach out to them:

Keller Lake Commons in Big Lake, now an Assisted Living Community 
offering full apartments ranging from 644 to 956 square feet. Cable is 

included in rents for private pay and GRH renters. Accepting EW and CADI. 
For more information please contact Nicole Gilder, Housing Director at 

763-263-2363 or check us out online at www.kellerlakecommons.com

EVERYDAY PEOPLE.
EXCEPTIONAL RESULTS.

www.HallerRealtyHomes.com
Becker Office

12908 1st Street
763-207-6683

Sauk Rapids Office
1310 2nd Street N

320-255-1911

 NEW CONSTRUCTION CLEAR LAKE

• Spacious floor plan w/ vaulted ceiling, & 3 Bedrooms
• Custom cabinets, center island, & SS appliances in kitchen
• Put your finishing touches on this home 
• Possible enrollment into Becker schools

Real Estate

Lisa Senger
612.991.8620

Milissa Johnson 
320.266.7413

Kathy Nelson
612.219.8644

12390 Sherburne Ave., Becker

16585 20TH ST - SANTIAGO - $140,000
Santiago’s old hardware store was converted to a 1 BR/1 BA open living 
space along with over 1600 sq. ft. storage. New septic installed. Make 

this home your own or great investment property. 
Call Kathy Nelson at 612-219-8644

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

his years on the board and 
we had a lot of fun together. 
We traveled together, and as 
we moved through the halls 
of Washington ... and San 
Francisco, I’m sure when 
they saw us coming we made 
a pretty odd couple. We had 
short and slender Ewald and 
fat and tall Felix. But we were 
a pretty convincing pair when 
we worked together. I really 
appreciated my time working 
with him. I’m going to miss 
him.”

He spoke to members of 
Petersen’s family who were 
in attendance. “He leaves be-
hind lots of memories... you 
are his legacy and you can 
look and see he did a damn 
fine job of that.”

Other Business

After a 15-minute dis-
cussion, the board agreed on 
the county’s top three legisla-
tive priorities for 2022. 

1). Construction funding 
for an interchange at Hwy. 
169 and Co. Rd. 4 in Zim-
merman; 

2.) Seek state funding for 
possible regional park plan-
ning, land acquisition and de-
velopment; 

3.) Support county cost 
share exemption for individu-
als committed as mentally ill 
and dangerous.    

The board approved a 
contract that will allow the 
YMCA to continue to pro-
vide on-site child care within 
the Sherburne County Gov-
ernment Center for the pur-
poses of providing safe and 

nurturing care for children 
when their parents are con-
ducting business on-site at 
the Government Center. The 
contract amount is $34,954.

The board approved a 
contract with the Department 
of Human Services to accept 
a grant of $38,954 that will as-
sist Sherburne County Health 
& Human Services and Com-
munity Corrections complete 
mental health screenings on 
eligible youth/children and 
use funding to assist with 
supportive services that are 
not covered by medical assis-
tance or other insurance.

The board approved a 
$10,000 contract with In-
fluencer Hotspot to provide 
cultural liaison services for 
agency staff when serving 

families from the Black, 
Indigenous and People of 
Color (BIPOC) Community. 
The service will help bridge 
communication and cultural 
understandings between staff 
and BIPOC families. Inter-
preter and translation services 
are also included in the con-
tract.

The board renewed a 
contract for Guardian/Con-
servator Services with Pres-
byterian Family Foundation, 
Inc. for 2022-2023 with a 
budget of $260,000.

The board approved an 
agreement with Braun Inter-
tec to oversee and manage 
the 2022 roofing and ma-
sonry projects at the Govern-
ment Center, at a cost not to 
exceed $54,000. Five roofing 

sections are expected to be 
repaired in 2022 along with 
some minor masonry work 
near Door B of the Govern-
ment Center.

The board approved 
a two-year Agreement for 
Professional and Technical 
Services with Houston En-
gineering for hydrogeologic 
services to the Planning and 
Zoning Department for the 
various solid waste facilities 
located within the county.

The board approved the 
appointment of the follow-
ing township representatives 
and alternates to the Planning 
Advisory Commission for the 
term of Jan. 1, 2022 through 
Dec. 31, 2024: Big Lake 
Twp. Representative Bruce 
Aubol, and alternate Mark 

Hedstrom; Blue Hill Twp. 
Representative Roger Nelson 
and alternate Francine Lar-
son; Clear Lake Twp. Repre-
sentative Terrance Vandereyk 
and alternate Gary Gray; Or-
rock Twp. Representative 
Bryan Adams and alternate 
Gregg Felber.

The board approved the 
appointment of Kodey James 
Shaw of Big Lake to the 
Board of Adjustment, and the 
re-appointment of Steve De-
meules of Palmer Twp. for 
three-year terms.  

The next county board 
meeting is Tues., Jan. 4 at 9 
a.m.

COUNTY from page 1

LUPULIN BREWERY takes home second place for their “Blissful Ignorance” 
brew. (Submitted photo.)

Here in Minnesota, the 
Lupulin brand continues 
to win. Blissful Ignorance, 
a Double India Pale Ale, 
was awarded second place 
in the Double & Specialty 
IPAs category. Last time at 
the 2019 Brewer’s Cup & 
Awards (no awards were 
held in 2020 due to the 
pandemic), Blissful Igno-
rance took home first place. 
This brand has been around 
since the beginning, and it 
is still a stand out beer for 
Lupulin Brewing fans.

Entering a barrel-aged 
beer is always a gamble, it 
tends to be one of the most 
popular categories brew-
ers enter, but Barrel God 
Cuvée 2020/2021 Blend 
was the standout and earned 
first place in the Wood Beer 
category. Barrel God is a 
brand that has been around 
since the early Lupulin 
days. A highlight each year 

at Big Beer Week, this big 
stout is always a crowd fa-
vorite.

Head Innovation 
Brewer, Aaron Zierdt said, 
“It was a blast to be back 
at the MNCBG Brewers 
Cup and truly an honor to 
be recognized for our Bar-
rel God Cuvée 2020/2021 
Blend. With the aim of di-
aling up the complexity of 
our annually released bar-
rel-aged stout, this was the 
first time we blended bar-
rels of the same base beer 
but differing ages. Needless 
to say, we were incredibly 
pleased with the results and 
were thrilled that the judges 
also thought it stood up to 
the high standard set by our 
peers in the MN beer com-
munity.”

Beer awards are fun to 
earn, but what’s even better 
is when receiving an award 
based on the votes of col-

leagues. Marcus Paulsen 
continues to crush it at Lu-
puin, earning the award for 
Best Art & Design again 
this year (he received the 
same award back in 2019). 
Lupulin Brewing is truly 
grateful for his hard work 
and dedication to consis-
tently producing amazing 
can art & marketing de-
signs. 

Marketing & Artistic 
Director, Marcus Paulsen 
said, “I was honored and 
honestly just blown away 
to win this award again! It’s 
one thing to hear from my 
friends and family that they 
like my art, but to be nomi-
nated and chosen by people 
who don’t even necessar-
ily know who I am, just 
from seeing my artwork 
on social media or out in 
the wild, that’s something 
special.”

LUPULIN from page 1

THE CLEARWATER LIONS 
(above) donate $25,000 to the 
Clearwater Fire Dept. to put toward 
their need for new SCBA gear. (L to 
R) Lion Gary Kalla, Firefighter Jim 
Repke, Lion Al Zabinski, Lion Mar-
lene Kalla and Lion Mary Abraham. 
(Submitted photo.)

Clearwater Lions donate $26,000 to local organizations

LION PETE KROEPLIN and Lion 
Ken Abraham (left photo) donate a 
check for $1,000 to the Clearwater 
Salvation Army Red Kettle’s Lance 
Lindstrom. (Submitted photo.)
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By Katherine Cantin,
Staff Writer
Reporter.Katie@PatriotNewsMN.com

Chuck and Cindy Hult-
man, long time owners of the 
Big Lake Hardware Hank, re-
flected on their past 40 years 
with the store, as they will be 
retiring early this year. New 
owners have purchased the 
shop and will likely take over 
daily management sometime 
in January.

Purchasing the Store
Chuck Hultman’s father, 

who worked in construction, 
was the one who always 
wanted to run a hardware 
store. He saw an opportunity 
to purchase the Big Lake 
Hardware store in the 80’s, 
when the previous owners, a 
widow and her daughter, had 
trouble running the location 
between the two of them after 
the death of the husband. 

Chuck was working as 
a drilling manager for Traut 
Companies out of St. Cloud 
at the time. He said his father 
asked him if he would like to 
talk to the owners and pos-
sibly purchase the store and 
help him run it. Chuck agreed, 
and, after making a deal with 
the previous owners, they 

transferred ownership a few 
months later, in the fall. 

Chuck helped his par-
ents run the store until they 
decided to retire in the 90’s. 
Later, Chuck’s wife, Cindy, 
also began to work at the 
store. Their son, Clayton, also 
has worked at the store for 
many years. 

In the 80’s, the Hultmans 
moved the store from the old 
location, next to the Third 
Rail Bar, to the new location, 
in the strip mall behind the 

post office. 
Services
All three of the Hultmans 

said they really enjoyed hav-
ing an opportunity to serve 
people. Being the only hard-
ware store in town, at some 
point nearly everyone in Big 
Lake has stopped in to see the 
family or the other employ-
ees. 

The Hultmans take a lot 
of pride in going above and 
beyond simply selling parts. 

“No one is going to buy a 

water heater from you if you 
can’t install it,” Chuck Hult-
man said, as an example. 

Chuck is a licensed 
plumber, and his son, Clay-
ton, often gives him a hand in 
this area, although he doesn’t 
yet have a plumbing license 
himself. Chuck and his father 

did the plumbing themselves 
when they moved to the strip 
mall location. 

The Hultmans witnessed 
first hand as Big Lake’s popu-
lation exploded. When Chuck 
and his father first purchased 
the store, the population of 
Big Lake was only around 
1,600 people, compared to 
today’s almost 11,000. The 
Hultmans were proud to say 
they know lots of people in 
the community. As the com-
munity grew, it became clear 
that there would be a need 
for a hardware store that of-
fered more to the customers. 
So the Hultmans purchased 
the Snyder Drug Store that 
was located next to the shop 
and knocked down the wall, 
nearly doubling the square 
footage of the store.

“We had some really 
great employees and a lot of 
great friends,” the Hultmans 
said on their time serving the 
community. 

Deciding to Retire
“It was time,” Chuck 

said on his, and his wife’s, 

decision to retire. 
So when an offer came 

in from a family who was 
interested in purchasing the 
store, the Hultmans decided it 
was a good opportunity. 

Chuck says what he 
looks forward to most in re-
tirement is simply not work-
ing. He also looks forward to 
enjoying his property on the 
river in Clearwater, and pos-
sibly making something out 
of some property the couple 
owns in Staples. Cindy Hul-
tman said that she would like 
to take some time to learn 
how to golf, and try other 
things that she hasn’t been 
able to do while running the 
shop.

Clayton plans to offer 
his services and expertise to 
the new owners, if they want 
it. Regardless, he plans to step 
away from the store some-
what, in order to help grow 
his own business, a handy-
man service. He says he 
looks forward to being able to 
control his schedule more and 
spend more time with his wife 

and kids. 
“It’s bittersweet,” said 

Clayton, who had once hoped 
to take over the business him-
self. However, it is a lot of 
work for only one owner, and 
he has a newborn at home. 
“Family is the most important 
thing,” he said. 

Future of the Store
All three Hultmans said 

they thought the new owners, 
Lori and Dave Able, would 
do a phenomenal job running 
the shop. The family has had 
experience running another 
hardware store, and they have 
kids who are old enough to 
lend a hand when needed. Be-
sides, the Hultmans are leav-
ing behind a team of excellent 
employees who are experi-
enced and talented. Specifi-
cally, the Hultmans praised 
their employees Jeanie and 
Dan, who each have more 
than 10 years of experience 
working at the store. 

THREE GENERATIONS of Hultmans have run the Big Lake Hardware Hank. 
Pictured from left to right is Warren, Chuck, and Clayton Hultman. (Submitted 
photo.)

Hultman family sells Big 
Lake’s Hardware Hank

CLAYTON, CINDY, AND CHUCK HULTMAN stand in front of the trailer for Clayton’s new handyman business. (Photo by 
Katherine Cantin.)

40 YEARS OF HISTORY are portrayed in these photos, as Cindy Hultman pointed out several key moments from the 
family’s time running the store. (Photo by Katherine Cantin.)

By Katherine Cantin,
Staff Writer
Reporter.Katie@PatriotNewsMN.com

During the recent Big 
Lake School board meeting, 
the board heard a presenta-
tion on plans for the Positive 
Community  Norms Grant.

Last summer, the school 
district was awarded a Pos-
itive Community Norms 
(PCN) grant. This grant is 
intended to help the school 
keep drugs and alcohol out 
of the hands of the student 
body and encourage sobriety 
as students graduate and be-
come adults. 

In a 2019 student survey, 
it was revealed that most of 
the student body does not use 
drugs or alcohol. However, it 
was revealed that most of the 
student body believed that a 
large percentage of their peers 
did use these substances. Part 
of the grant will be used to ed-
ucate students about the real-
ity of drug use in the schools: 
how it is not something all 
their peers are doing and not 
“normal.”

A coalition of individu-
als has been formed to work 
towards this goal, includ-
ing students, parents, local 
businesses, police, and oth-
ers around the community. 
The coalition meets the first 
Thursday of each month at 9 
a.m.

Recently, an event was 
held to raise awareness of 
these issues. Students were 
given a chance to indulge in 
cocoa and cookies as coali-
tion members chatted with 
them about the issue. 

Cheerleaders to 
Travel to Nationals
An official request was 

made to allow the cheer-
leading team to travel out of 
state in order to participate in 
nationals. Costs for the travel 
will be covered by fundrais-
ing done by the team. 

Safe Routes to School
The board sent a letter 

to the county showing the 
district’s support for the pro-
posed work on Co. Rd. 43. 

The work being done should 
help with morning congestion 
as students are dropped off at 
school. 

Liberty Elementary 
SEL
The board heard a pre-

sentation on the implemen-
tation of Social-Emotional 
Learning (SEL) at Liberty 
Elementary. Teachers are 
beginning to implement SEL 
into their classrooms and 
coursework. Cheryl Gordy, 
principal of Liberty Elemen-
tary, said students are more 
engaged in their lessons and 
beginning to show their new 
skills. 

Gordy stated that the 
SEL learning was very im-
portant for these students. 
Students in second grade have 
not yet had a normal school 
year, and some of these stu-
dents have fallen behind de-
velopmentally as a result. She 
was encouraged to see some 
of these lessons taking root 
with the kids. 

World’s Best 
Workforce
David Bernard, Execu-

tive Director of Teaching and 
Learning, gave a presentation 
to the board on the “World’s 
Best Workforce” (WBW) 
project. This is a project for 
all the schools across the 
state, and it aims to accom-
plish five goals:

• Make sure all children 
are ready for kindergarten;

• Make sure all third 
graders read at grade level or 
above;

• Close achievement 
gaps;

• Make sure graduating 
seniors are ready for careers 
or college;

• Ensure all students 
graduate.

Bernard noted several 
times that all of the goals the 
district is working towards 
are based on flawed data this 
year, as it has been difficult 
to test all the students when 
students and teachers are reg-
ularly being quarantined.

In fall of 2021 it was 
found that 50% of four-year-

olds in the Little Learners 
program meet the literacy 
and emotional control stan-
dard that would define them 
as being ready for kindergar-
ten. Staff hopes to increase 
this number to 75% by spring 
2022. To do this, staff will 
make sure teachers have an 
understanding of the expecta-
tions on kids entering kinder-
garten, work with families to 
have kids learn at home, share 
resources and strategies with 
childcare providers and fami-
lies outside the Little Learners 
program, monitor the prog-
ress in preparing students for 
kindergarten, and do strate-
gic planning to align early 
childhood and preschool pro-
grams.

The next step in the 
WBW program is to ensure 
third graders read at grade 
level. Staff currently expects 
that students in the district 
will be at pre-COVID levels, 
in the 60% range, for being 
able to read at grade level or 
above. This already puts Big 
Lake ahead of the state levels, 
but improvement is always 
important. This goal will be 
pursued by implementing 
phonics programs and liter-
acy practices in grades K-3.

The district hopes to 
close the achievement gap so 
students of all races, genders, 
and economic backgrounds 
have the same opportunity 
for academic success. This 
will be accomplished by re-
viewing data for each of these 
groups and providing teach-
ers with an understanding of 
their students’ backgrounds. 

Career and college 
readiness will be measured 
by students taking college/
career assessments, such as 
the ACT, Accuplacer, or 
ASVAB. Scores on these 
tests will be used to determine 
whether students are prepared 
for college and the workforce. 
The district hopes to tackle 
part of this issue by growing 
the apprenticeship program.

Finally, the district ex-
pects graduation rates to in-
crease by two percent this 

year, based on last data. The 
district will help promote 
a higher graduation rate by 
continuing to have counsel-
ors work with students and by 
offering a variety of learning 
opportunities that may work 
for individuals, such as online 
learning. 

Student Report
Student representative 

Preity Persaud said that she 
hoped to implement an email 
blast or other form of com-
munication that would allow 
her to better connect with her 
peers, in the hopes that stu-
dents who have questions or 
are in need of resources can 
easily reach out to her. 

Persaud said there have 
been many donations brought 
to the giving tree set up for 
students, and the project has, 
so far, been a success. 

Superintendent’s 
Report
A tentative agreement 

has been made with the 
teacher group.

Kindergarten registration 
will be Feb. 9. Board mem-
bers are welcome to attend, 
so board members, families, 
and future students can get 
to know each other. Buzz the 
Hornet, school mascot, will 
be available for photos. 

Supt. Tim Truebenbach 
will be heading to the capitol 
in the near future in order to 
connect with legislators. 

Truebenbach next ad-
dressed a Tik Tok (video app) 
trend of students threatening 
violence across the nation. A 
letter was sent out to families 
regarding this issue, though 
he stated there was no rea-
son to believe there would be 
any violent acts in Big Lake. 
He encouraged parents to 
monitor their students’ social 
media and be aware of what 
their students are viewing on-
line. 

In Other Business,
the Board:
• Heard a presentation on 

the process of going out for 
bond bids (approved during 
this year’s referendum elec-
tion);

• Held the truth in taxa-
tion meeting and set the bud-
get and levy for next year;

• Heard an update on the 
bidding process for the bond 
referendum projects.

Big Lake Schools promote Positive Community Norms

Bar

Tuesday Nights 6:30
$900 in 58 Numbers

Proceeds for St. Lawrence Church
10915 Duelm Rd NE, Foley

License #01080

11025 Duelm
Road NE,

Foley, MN

We have ETABS

Quality Building Supplies 
at Affordable Prices

Since 1975

BOOK YOUR ORDER!

Call for a FREE estimate
117th Ave., Milaca

(north end of Milaca off Central Ave)

BUILDING
$PECIAL$

320-983-6304 • 1-800-818-1846

LATCHAM-LIND LUMBER &
POST FRAME BUILDINGS
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Editorials/Opinions
May I Suggest a New Year’s Resolution?
Happy New Year to all 

our Patriot readers! 
I love coming into a 

new year. You’re still on a 
high of Christmas joy, and 
there’s a new year full of 
possibilities ahead of you! 

If you are looking for 
a unique New Year’s reso-
lution (you know, on top of 
the obligatory “lose weight, 
exercise more” resolutions) 
I’d like to make a sugges-
tion: Set a goal of attending 
one or two of your local 
government meetings. 

I was hired as a re-
porter for the Patriot in 
August of 2020, and in 
that last year and a half I 
have learned a lot about 
how the local government 
works. It’s really been eye 
opening. Growing up in a 
conservative household, 
it’s easy to imagine that the 
government is a machine 
designed to take money 
from taxpayers and spend it 
on frivolities. But this is not 
the case (at least on a local 
level.) Most of the meet-
ings I attend every week 
are much more mundane, 
dealing with roadwork and 
residents’ properties. I’ve 
learned about local gov-
ernment processes, starting 
with an elected representa-
tive (or even just a citizen) 
presenting an idea to the 
board or council, repre-

sentatives working on the 
issue, then passing an ordi-
nance or resolution.

But the most important 
thing that I’ve learned is 
that our local government 
representatives are look-
ing for feedback. Anytime 
a person approaches their 
local board or council, 
I have seen that person 
treated with respect, and 
their ideas were given fair 
consideration. 

This, however, doesn’t 
happen often. At around 
half the meetings I attend, 
I am usually the only au-
dience member. When a 
resident shows up to say 
their piece, it’s a special 
occasion. Even more rare is 
when someone comes just 
to observe and learn. Even 
those who are most out-
spoken about the practices 
of local government only 

show up to about three or 
four meetings in a year. 

Of course, my experi-
ence may be skewed, since 
I have only attended meet-
ings during this neverend-
ing pandemic. And people 
have busy lives and proba-
bly can’t attend every sin-
gle meeting, nor would they 
want to do so!

Still, I think that there 
is a lot of value in getting 
to know your elected local 
officials and how the gov-
ernment works.

So I’ll challenge those 
of you reading this column. 
Do you know the names of 
your local representatives? 
Do you know what happens 
during a city council, town 
board, or county commis-
sioners’ meeting? Do you 
know how an ordinance or 
resolution is put into place, 
and how that affects prop-
erty owners in the district?  
Do you know how the an-
nual budget is approved 
and the tax levy is set? If 
not, why not attend a meet-
ing this year and have these 
questions answered? Even 
if you can’t make it in per-
son, many meetings are 
recorded and are available 
online.

I hope to see you all 
there! And again, I wish 
you all a happy New Year!

By Katherine Cantin
Staff Writer

A Christmas Message
(Editor’s Note: The fol-

lowing column was submitted 
by Rep. Tom Emmer.)

This has been a diffi-
cult year, and unfortunately 
the holiday season has been 
no exception. Every part 
of celebrating has become 
more complicated, from 
heating our homes to hav-
ing presents under the tree.

Families are on track to 
pay $3,500 more for essen-
tials just to keep pace with 
rising prices. That doesn’t 
leave much wiggle room 
in household budgets for 
those extra expenses that 
pop up around the holidays, 
like gifts (wholesale prices 
are the highest on record) 
or a nicer cut of meat for 
Christmas dinner (beef 
prices are up 20% from last 
year alone). Even holiday 
traditions that many of us 
take for granted, like hav-
ing a Christmas tree, have 
been thrown into flux by 
supply chain issues. 

All these factors make 
for a more stressful holi-
day season, especially for 
parents trying to provide a 
memorable Christmas for 

their families. It’s during 
times like these—when 
finding that holiday spirit 
seems a little more diffi-
cult—that I’m reminded 
that Christmas should be a 
time of renewed faith in our 
family and community. 

After all, the holiday 
began with one divine gift: 
the idea that the Holy Spirit 
could be present with us 
here on Earth. It’s present 
in our everyday acts of 
kindness and charity. I’m 
so grateful for the men and 
women who have brought 
this spirit to life here in the 
Sixth District. 

Once you notice them, 

it’s hard to stop. Flipping 
through our local papers 
this week, I’ve read about 
Agape Warriors Minis-
try, who will be serving 
1,000 Christmas dinners 
at the east side VFW Post 
4847 and delivering meals 
to groups like Quiet Oaks 
Hospice House. I have 
seen the success of Place 
of Hope, which this year 
increased its shelter capac-
ity for those experiencing 
homelessness by 40-60%. 
I am inspired by the work 
of young people like the St. 
Cloud Technical & Com-
munity College Leadership 
Club, who led a donation 
drive for the women and 
children who have found 
safety at Anna Marie’s Al-
liance. 

It’s affirming to see 
our community standing 
together to lend support to 
our neighbors in these dif-
ficult times. I’m hopeful 
that our nation will be able 
to correct the course on the 
challenges we face. Until 
then, we can be proud that 
the spirit of the season is 
alive here at home.

By Congressman 
Tom Emmer

Evening Grosbeak: A Disappearing Bird
Nothing in nature 

ever stays the same. It is a 
mantra that I find myself 
telling people more and 
more. We expect nature to 
always be the same. And 
worse yet, we tend to look 
back at the “good old days” 
and remember how great 
things were and lament of 
how things are now. This 
is an innate human behav-
ior that manifests itself in 
unrealistic expectations of 
past wildlife populations. 
We seem to expect peak 
wildlife numbers all the 
time with none of the down 
swings.

It is important to un-
derstand that nature is dy-
namic and is in a constant 
state of flux. It’s how nature 
works. Think of it as the 
ebb and flow of life. As one 
part of nature contracts or 
reduces there is always 
something else that is 
expanding and in-
creased. Take this 
winter’s increase 
of Snowy Owls 
into some of our 
northern states. In 
recent years we 
have learned that 
when Snowy Owl 
populations errupt 
it is because of an 
abundance of food 
last winter and female 
Snowy Owls produce 
more owlets in the spring. 
Consequently, the follow-
ing winter many young 
Snowy Owls errupt out of 
their home range and into 
areas they are not normally 
found, such as this winter.

On the other hand, 
there are some species that 
have increased or decreased 
without such a clear reason. 
The Red-bellied Wood-
pecker is a good example 
of a species that has really 
expanded. Thirty years ago, 
this bird was not very com-
mon. Now it inhabits most 
backyards, parks, and any 
woodland throughout the 
eastern half of America. 
Why there is such a big in-
crease in population is hard 
to say.

On the other side of 
the coin, the Red-headed 
Woodpecker (a very similar 
species as the Red-bellied 
Woodpecker) has declined 
dramatically in all regions. 
In fact, in many parts of the 
country the red-head has 
completely disappeared—a 
term called extirpated. 
Areas where I used to see 
and photograph Red-headed 
Woodpeckers haven’t had a 
single woodpecker in many 
years. Again, why this is 
isn’t clear. You might be 
tempted to say it’s a loss of 
habitat, but how does that 
explain the ever increasing 
Red-bellied Woodpecker, 

which is of similar size, 
shape, and habitat, is doing 
great.

The reasons for a spe-
cies’s sudden decrease or 
increase in population are 
not a simple. I don’t be-
lieve you 
can 

point to 
just one reason for the de-
cline of a given species. We 
people are always looking 
for something or someone 
to blame. We want to point 
our fingers and proclaim 
a villain. Rarely in nature 
does anything happen due 
to just ONE reason. Usu-
ally, it’s a combination of 
factors and when an unseen 
threshold is reached, the 
trigger is tripped, and the 
population falls.

One species of bird that 
has a well-documented de-
cline over the past 50 plus 
years is the Evening Gros-
beak (Coccothraustes ves-
pertinus). This bird used to 
be a common winter-time 
visitor to feeders through-
out much of America each 
winter. Now feeders that 
used to host hundreds of 
these birds may only see a 
handful every ten years or 
so. The decline of this bird 
has been well documented 
in the National Audubon 
Society’s, 121-year-old 
Christmas Bird Count 
(CBC) tabulations.

The Evening Grosbeak 
nests in remote regions of 
central Canada and a hand-
ful of northern states but er-
rupts out of these regions in 
winter. Since much of the 

breeding range of the Eve-
ning Grosbeak is inaccessi-
ble, winter surveys like the 
CBC provide the best in-
dicator of the health of the 
species. Evening Grosbeak 
numbers were stable or in-
creased until 1970 when 
their numbers began to de-
cline significantly. The de-
cline of Evening Grosbeaks 
between 1970 and 2010 
was significant which indi-
cates that there is less than 
one chance in one thousand 
that the decline in Evening 
Grosbeak numbers was due 
to random fluctuations in 
abundance. The Evening 
Grosbeak has the honor of 
being the species with the 
steepest population decline 
(over 90 percent since the 
1970’s) of all land-birds in 

the U.S. and Canada.
The cause of 

the decline in 
Evening Gros-

beak numbers 
is unknown, 
but there 
are sev-
eral pos-
sibilities. 
The most 
o b v i o u s 
is that the 

habitat of 
e v e r g r e e n 

forests that 
Evening Gros-

beaks require 
is being clear cut 

logged. The declines 
might also be related to 

food availability. Hard-
wood tree seeds, a favorite 
natural source of food of 
Evening Grosbeaks, may be 
less common due to broad-
scale changes in forestry 
practices in Canada. The 
wide-spread use of pesti-
cides to kill insects may 
also be contributing to their 
decline because Evening 
Grosbeaks feed their young 
a diet of insects. It’s most 
likely a combination of fac-
tors that is leading to their 
remarkable decline and 
push towards extinction.

I was thrilled to re-
cently have a chance to 
capture a few images of 
this disappearing bird. Who 
knows, this bird might even 
go extinct in the not-so-
distant future. Until next 
time…

Stan Tekiela is an au-
thor / naturalist and wild-
life photographer who 
travels the U.S. to study and 
capture images of wildlife. 
He can be followed at Ins-
tagram.com, Facebook.com 
and Twitter.com. He can be 
contacted via his web page 
at NatureSmart.com.

By Naturist 
Stan Tekiela

By Penny Leuthard,
Contributing Writer

The Clear Lake Twp. 
Board of Supervisors wel-
comed new township clerk, 
Nancy Betzler, during their 
December meeting. 

“Nancy has lots of 
clerking experience,” said 
Supervisor Gary Gray. 
“We’re glad to have her on 
board.”

With the new town 
hall building and the hiring 
of Betzler, he announced 
starting with the new year 
the town hall will now be 
open to the public every 
Thursday morning from 
9 a.m. to noon.

Road Report
Twp. Engineer 

Terrance Vander Eyk 
approached the board 
to provide a list of up-
coming projected road 
projects. Already ap-
proved by the board are 
127th St., 103rd Ave., two 
sections of 31st Ave., 71st 
St., and striping. 

Projected projects need-
ing board approval include 
76th St. turnaround bit sur-
facing, 103rd Ave. crack 
rehabilitation, and 67th St. 
crack rehabilitation. The 
total cost of approved and 
projected projects was esti-
mated at $99,025. A motion 
carried approving all proj-
ects.

For informational pur-
poses, Eyk also provided a 
list of projects that will need 
to be undertaken at a later 
date. It was determined the 
first priority on that list will 
be setting aside funds for 
White Farms Estates reclaim 

and resurface.
Property Line Issue
Tom Eilers approached 

the board to ask the town-
ship’s advice on property 
line issues. Presenting the 
board with a map, he ex-
plained that years ago he 
wanted to divide his prop-
erty up, however the county 
wouldn’t agree to it. He now 
wants to split one parcel and 
add that part to another par-
cel.

Gray explained the 

township can send favorable 
comments to the county re-
garding his request, but they 
don’t have zoning authority 
so can’t actually do anything 
else.

Eyk suggested he may 
be able to do an administra-
tive split and then a bound-
ary line adjustment as there 
wouldn’t be any new parcels 
created. Possible building 
issues were discussed, and 
he recommended Eilers start 
with a visit to Bogart Peder-

son.
Solar Farm
Dan Rogers approached 

the board to introduce his 
company’s project, Pickeral 
Garden Solar Farm. Unlike 
many solar farms, he ex-
plained the solar farm will 
have no hazardous materials 
in the equipment as they use 
all silicon based models in-
stead.

Gray said the township 
was comfortable with the 
project as long as they meet 
Sherburne County’s condi-
tions and stated they would 
send positive comments to 
the county.

Other Business
Motions carried ap-

proving resolutions re-
garding designating the 
annual polling place, 
establishing work weeks 
and pay periods, and es-
tablishing compensation 

types and rates.
Supervisor  Bud 

Stimmler informed the 
board there were opportuni-
ties for park grants; he and 
Eyk will review.

Midco’s proposal to 
bring service to a number of 
homes in the township was 
high; the board will wait to 
see what ARVIG proposed.

It was noted the town-
ship’s information in the 
Patriot’s upcoming 2022 
community guide needed to 
be updated and a photo of 
the new town hall added.

The sheriff reported 108 
calls for service for Novem-
ber, including 52 traffic.

The next Clear Lake 
Twp. meeting will be Jan. 
18 at 7 p.m. 

Clear Lake Twp. 
welcomes new clerk

NANCY BETZLER was hired as the 
new Clear Lake Twp. Clerk. (Submitted 
photo). 

EVENING 
GROSBEAK
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Get your ad in the Patriot today! 
 Call Carol or Mary at 763.275.0275

Apply in person, 1 mile east of Becker, 
137th left, 1/8 mile on left. 612-747-0163    

NOW HIRING!
KASOWSKI GROUP

• FT FARM LABOR
• FT EQUIPMENT OPERATOR • FT FARM MECHANIC

v 

 

Cargill is one of the largest, most diverse and most successful food companies in the world, 
and our purpose is to nourish the world in a safe, responsible and sustainable way. We 
prioritize our employees’ health and well-being, who are essential to the food supply chain. 
Our broad scale and scope allow you to take your career anywhere you’d like; providing you 
with new opportunities for you to grow, develop and make an impact on the future of our 
business. Choose Cargill and take your opportunity to thrive! 
 

Cargill is NOW HIRING 
Production Employees in 
Monticello and Big Lake! 

 

 

 
Propel your  
career.  
Embrace new 
opportunities. 
Achieve great 
things.  

 

Compensation 
& Benefits: 

 

$1,500 Sign-On Bonus! 
Starting Pay:  
1st Shift – $17.25+ /hour  
2nd Shift – $19.25+ /hour 
3rd Shift – $20.80+ /hour 
 

Health Insurance (Medical, Dental & Vision)  
Paid Vacation Time & Holidays 
On-The-Job Training 
Overtime Potential 
Tuition Reimbursement 
Career Development Opportunities 
401(k) With Company Match 
Life Insurance & Short-Term Disability 
 

Cargill is an Equal Opportunity Employer, including Disability/Vet. 

Apply Online Today! 
 

 

Visit: careers.cargill.com/Monticello-mn  or   careers.cargill.com/Biglake-mn     
 

Scan the QR 
code with your 
smart device 
to apply!                                                            

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES 

 Direct Support Staff 
 Operations Program Director 
 Mental Health Specialist 
 Mental Health Program Director 

 
Dungarvin has Residential Homes across the St. Cloud Area with 
positions are available in Foley, Monticello, Clear Lake and Sauk 

Rapids! 
 

We have weekly hiring events! 
 

Not from Around here? We have opportunities across MN from Grand Rapids to 
Rochester along with 13 other states.  Visit our career page to find out more about 

positions close to you ! 

Do you desire to makes someone smile 
each day?   

Do you have a passion to engage others ?  
Are you searching for purposeful work 
with opportunities to grow within the 

company?   

Join Our Team! 
Take the first step towards enjoying your journey! 
Apply online today: www.dungarvincareers.com 

 
   
651-699-6050 
 
  www.facebook.com/dungarvin 

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES 

 Direct Support Staff 
 Operations Program Director 
 Mental Health Specialist 
 Mental Health Program Director 

 
Dungarvin has Residential Homes across the St. Cloud Area with 
positions are available in Foley, Monticello, Clear Lake and Sauk 

Rapids! 
 

We have weekly hiring events! 
 

Not from Around here? We have opportunities across MN from Grand Rapids to 
Rochester along with 13 other states.  Visit our career page to find out more about 

positions close to you ! 

Do you desire to makes someone smile 
each day?   

Do you have a passion to engage others ?  
Are you searching for purposeful work 
with opportunities to grow within the 

company?   

Join Our Team! 
Take the first step towards enjoying your journey! 
Apply online today: www.dungarvincareers.com 

 
   
651-699-6050 
 
  www.facebook.com/dungarvin 

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
• Direct Support Staff
• Mental Health Specialist
...plus many other opportunities!

Dungarvin has Residential Homes across the St. 
Cloud Area with positions available in Foley, 

Monticello, Clear Lake and Sauk Rapids!
Not from around here? We have opportunities 
across MN from Grand Rapids to Rochester 

along with 13 other states. Visit our career page 
to find out more about positions close to you!

Join Our Team!
Take the first step towards enjoying your 

journey!Apply online today: 
www.dungarvincareers.com

651-699-6050
www.facebook.com/dungarvin

NOW HIRING for Big Lake, 
Buffalo & surrounding area sites 

To apply online visit:
www.divinehouse.org or call (320) 231-2738

328 SW 5th Street, Willmar, MN 56201

Starting pay $16 and up for awake hours FT & PT with
afternoon/evening shifts. Asleep overnights $10.08/hr. Experience working 
with people with disabilities or background in medical field and supervisory 

experience helpful but not necessary. 

We believe that all people have the right to live and work in an environment which provides them 
with pride, self-respect, friendships, and the opportunity to achieve success while realizing that 
success is defined differently for everyone. We feel that our job is to offer friendship, security, 

and guidance to those we serve.

FT, PT & On-call Caregivers - All Shifts

Make a difference for 
individuals with 
disabilities as a DSP

Search jobs and apply online at:
sevitahealth.com

Call Erica for more information: 763-913-7486
SevitaHealth.com

MAKE A
DIFFERENCE

HAVE FUN ALL
DAY

MAKE A LIVING

BRIDGES MN IS HIRING!
We empower people with disabilities to live their best

life, so join our team and apply today!

YOU CAN MAKE
A DIFFERENCE IN
SOMEONE'S LIFE,
WHILE GETTING
PAID TO DO IT!

Send your resume to amyo@bridgesmn.com

www.bridgesmn.com/employment

Elk River, Clearwater, or Monticello

MAKE A
DIFFERENCE

HAVE FUN ALL
DAY

MAKE A LIVING

BRIDGES MN IS HIRING!
We empower people with disabilities to live their best

life, so join our team and apply today!

YOU CAN MAKE
A DIFFERENCE IN
SOMEONE'S LIFE,
WHILE GETTING
PAID TO DO IT!

Send your resume to amyo@bridgesmn.com

www.bridgesmn.com/employment

Elk River, Clearwater, or Monticello

WE HAVE A POSITION 
OPENING AT THE PATRIOT!

Advertising SALES
Full or part-time sales person needed to sell 

advertising to local area businesses in 
our community newspaper.

Base pay plus commission. Hours and days are flexible. 
Send resume to sales.carol@patriotnewsmn.com or you 
can mail it to: Patriot, P.O. Box 458, Becker MN 55308.

Help Wanted Silver Creek 
Township Clerk/Treasurer

The Clerk/Treasurer works approximately 20-25 hours per 
week, at least 2 evenings per month,to manage all aspects 
of the Township office including assisting the public, taking 

meeting minutes, balance bank accounts and more. The ideal 
candidate should have local government experience, the 

ability to communicate effectivity, to organize and prioritize 
work, meet deadlines, have working knowledge of Microsoft 

Office and administrate all Elections.
Candidate must have experience in accounting or 

bookkeeping. Potential employee must pass background and 
drug test. Competitive salary based on experience. 
See our website at silvercreektwp.com to download 

application and list of duties
Send resume and application to Silver Creek Township, 

3827 134th ST NW, Monticello MN
55362 or email to silvercreektwp@tds.net. 

NOW
HIRING

Apply at: 24614 US Hwy 71, Belgrade, MN 56312  
Email your resume to hiring@bayerbuilt.com

Bayer Built  
Woodworks, Inc., providing  
quality product and unparalleled service to 900  
dealers throughout the Midwest, is looking to fill the 
following positions:

•  OTR Drivers

Competitive pay and benefits, a  
positive and clean work environment, 
and opportunities to advance your  
career with a local company that 
continues to grow. 

$10,000  

Sign On Bonus

It’s Not About 
The Place... It’s 

About
The People!

Looking to start the New Year off on the 
right foot? We’re here to help!

The Good Shepherd Community in Becker has new wage 
scales and hiring bonuses effective now!

www.goodshepherdcampus.org    eoe

If you love helping people by making a difference in 
their lives through exceptional nursing care, please 
go to our website to see full job/benefit details and 

to complete an online application.  
www.goodshepherdcampus.org

• PROGRAM DIRECTOR - FT DAYS
• NURSING ASSISTANT - FT/PT

• CATERING ASSISTANT - PT/CASUAL

NOW HIRING
•• RESTAURANT/

FOOD COURT SUPERVISORS FT & PT 
Flexible Scheduling 

• FOOD COURT MANAGER – FT
Flexible Scheduling 

· SANDWICH & PIZZA CREATORS –  FT/PT
M-F Days - or evenings & weekends

· OVERNIGHT CASHIERS – FT & PT

Days or evenings & weekends

· CATERING ASSISTANTS – PT
Flexible Schedule

Employees enjoy benefits of food, gas, and gift shop discounts. 
We also offer options of medical, dental, company matching 401K, 

and paid time off. Come join a great team!

Candidates can apply in-person or online 
stacis@clearwatertravelplaza.com 
www.clearwatertravelplaza.com

320-558-2261

I-94 & Hwy 24, Clearwater, MN

· BAKERY PRODUCTION – PT & FT

· WEEKEND CUSTODIAN – PT

· DISHWASHERS – FT & PT

NOW HIRING
•• RESTAURANT/

FOOD COURT SUPERVISORS FT & PT 
Flexible Scheduling 

• FOOD COURT MANAGER – FT
Flexible Scheduling 

· SANDWICH & PIZZA CREATORS –  FT/PT
M-F Days - or evenings & weekends

· OVERNIGHT CASHIERS – FT & PT

Days or evenings & weekends

· CATERING ASSISTANTS – PT
Flexible Schedule

Employees enjoy benefits of food, gas, and gift shop discounts. 
We also offer options of medical, dental, company matching 401K, 

and paid time off. Come join a great team!

Candidates can apply in-person or online 
stacis@clearwatertravelplaza.com 
www.clearwatertravelplaza.com

320-558-2261

I-94 & Hwy 24, Clearwater, MN

· BAKERY PRODUCTION – PT & FT

· WEEKEND CUSTODIAN – PT

· DISHWASHERS – FT & PT

• M-F Day Pizza Creators • Gas Station 
Cashiers • Quick Foods Cooks • Prep & 

Line Cooks • Food Court Cashiers 
• Restaurant Hosts • Restaurant/Food 
Court Supervisor • Bakery Production
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Be a Patriot Page 
Sponsor! Call 

763.275.0275 to 
secure your ad

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Appreciative of our 
local newspaper! 

We proudly support 
our communities

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Mon. - Thu., 9am-5pm; Fri. 9am-1pm

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Call us for 
your business 

insurance needs.

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Mon. - Thu., 9am-5pm; Fri. 9am-1pm

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Bundled options 
available, call today 

for your quote.

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Mon. - Thu., 9am-5pm; Fri. 9am-1pm

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Life insurance, make 
sure you have the 
right protection.

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Mon. - Thu., 9am-5pm; Fri. 9am-1pm

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Do you own a boat, 
ATV, motorcycle or 
RV? Call today for a 

free quote.

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Mon. - Thu., 9am-5pm; Fri. 9am-1pm

PROUD SPONSOR
OF THE 

NEWSPAPER,
EVENTS, ACTIVITIES

AND BUSINESSES
IN OUR LOCAL

COMMUNITIES!

763-262-5850
tjpottertrucking.com

Grateful for our 
community newspaper 

and all the events 
covered in our 

surrounding areas!

612.298.3608
Sarawaytashek 

@edinarealty.com

Good Luck Athletes!

Area/Sports News
Auctions

ESTATE & CONSIGNMENT AUCTION

THIS IS A PARTIAL LISTING: view more at: 
www.midwestauctions.com/sharer
BP & MN sales tax applies. 
Keith Sharer Auction Service

320-267-1963

SATURDAY JAN. 8TH, 2022 @ 10:00 AM  
3825 Shadowood Dr. NE.Sauk Rapids,MN

Directions: St. Cloud, E. on Hwy 23 Left 0n 40th  (Follow Signs)

ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES: Tin Pepsi cooler, Collection of Beer 
signs & lights, Seed corn signs, Books, Toys, Glassware, HOUSEHOLD 
&FURNITURE: Framed art & Zylla wildlife prints, Flat screen TV, Dresser, 
End tables, Coffee table, Floor and table lamps, Full & twin beds, 78 lp records, 
Glassware, Folding tables, Hand tools, SHOP & TOOLS: Engine hoist, Radial 
arm saw, Router & table, Wood lathe, Double wheel grinder, Air compressor, 
Wheelbarrow, 1x lumber, Wood clamps, Yard & garden tools, OUTDOOR: 
John Deere riding mower, Lawn sweep, Fimco sprayer on trailer, Snow blower

 

 

  

   

Heavy Equipment 
Auction 

Pre-Bidding Now  
Live Online Only 

Wed, Jan 12th- 8am 
Viewing by 

Appointment 
Jct MN Hwys 95 & 25 

Call Col Ray Henry 

Lic 5-17-011

WE’LL GET YOUR HOUSE
SHOW READY!SHOW READY!
 Sell your home with Real Estate Team

Matt and Lindsay Marquette
and receive complimentary staging 

and minor home repairs.

Contact us today!

with full-service 
client care

REDUCEDREDUCED
COMMISSIONSCOMMISSIONS

Matt
612.298.9554

Realtor

Lindsay
612.298.9558

Client Care

By Ken Francis,
Contributing Writer

The Big Lake Wresting 
team had another outstanding 
performance last Thursday, 
winning two of three matches 
in a quad meet at Chanhassen.

The Hornets easily dis-
patched Chaska and Cen-
tennial. They lost a close 
decision, 38-36 to Anoka, 
a team ranked fifth in AAA 
with five top-ten ranked wres-
tlers.

  In the Anoka duel, Big 
Lake’s Landon Bagne lost at 
106 pounds in the opening 
match by tech fall.

  But the Hornets came 
back to take the next four 
matches. At 113, Ivan 
Lapointe pinned Anoka’s 
Cayden Ban at 4:43.

Cash Sixberry pinned 

Nate Nosko at 1:48 at 120 
pounds.

At 126, Christian Noble 
pinned Garrett Wittek in 17 
seconds.

Nolan Reiter pinned 
Austin West at 3:06 at 132 
pounds.

Anoka came back at 138, 
with third-ranked Elijah Paul-
son beating  Zack Smith of 
Big Lake by tech fall,  22-5.

At 145, fourth-ranked 
Carter Ban of Anoka pinned 
Cooper Cusick at 1:17.

Third-ranked  Brendan 
Howes pinned Dillon Browen 
at 1:31 at 145 pounds.

At 160, Big Lake’s 
Tyler Dehmer pinned Zaden 
Fitzsimmonds at 1:42 before 
Anoka’s Jacob Whitaker, 
ranked sixth, beat Johnathon 
Murphy, 24-14 at 170.

Anoka won again at 180, 

with seventh-ranked Jaden 
Burandt taking a close de-
cision over Brett Bordwell, 
10-8.

At 195, Logan Raj-Ma-
likowski of Anoka pinned 
Peter Duncombe at 4:38.

Anoka’s Sean Jordan 
followed with a 7-4 decision 
over Alex Hanrahan at 220.

Big Lake’s Kane 
Lapointe closed out the com-
petition, pinning Grant Chap-
man at 0:25 at heavyweight.

Big Lake won 13 of 14 
matches each against Chaska 
and Centennial in the other 
duels.

The Hornets competed 
in one of the biggest meets 
in the country – The Rumble 
on the Red Tournament in 
Fargo Wednesday and Thurs-
day. Results will follow next 
week.

Hornet wrestlers win 
2 of 3 at quad meet

By Bill Morgan, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

The Big Lake Hornet 
girls gymnastics team com-
peted in the Brainerd Invita-
tional Dec. 18 and both the 
varsity and JV teams took 
home first place titles.

The invite featured eight 
area teams and the Hornets 
prevailed and remained un-
defeated. 

“I’m so proud of these 
girls for adapting and over-
coming all the obstacles and 
challenges we’ve faced so far 
this season,” said Head Coach 
Lanny Goldsmith. “We don’t 
make excuses, we keep mov-

ing forward. There are big 
things ahead for these girls.”

Varsity
The Hornets varsity fin-

ished with a 143.950 score 
while Melrose captured 
second with 142.450. They 
were followed by Owa-
tonna (141.950), Detroit 
Lakes (140.700), Brainerd 
(139.400), Lakeville South 
(137.850) and Moorhead 
(112.350).

On vault, Big Lake’s 
Britney Krumrei took home 
first place with a score of 
9.600. Lola Visci tied for 
fifth with a score of 9.300 and 
Autumn Grunewald tied for 
sixth with a score of 9.250.

On bars, Visci took sec-
ond with a score of 9.550 
while Grunewald tied for 
sixth with a score of 8.950.

On beam, Kennadie Ell 
took third with a 9.250 score. 
Krumrei took sixth with a 
9.100 score.

On floor, Krumrei 
tied for fourth with a 9.350 
score. She was followed by 
Grunewald in sixth (9.250) 
and Amber Grundewald in 
eighth with a 9.100 score.

In the all-around, Big 
Lake’s Grunewald took sixth 
with a combined score of 
35.950. Visci made the top 
10 with a ninth place finish, 
scoring 35.450.

Junior Varsity
The Hornet JV team took 

first place with a team score 
of 97.650. They were fol-
lowed in second by Melrose 
(96.650), third for Lakeville 
South (92.000), fourth for 
Brainerd (87.400), fifth for 
Lakeville North (84.900), 
sixth for Detroit Lakes 
(84.050), seventh for Owa-
tonna (79.500) and eighth for 
Moorhead (54.550).

On vault, Big Lake’s 
Kennadie Ell took second 
place with an 8.500 score. 
She was followed by team-
mate Kaelyn Dietz in third 
(8.400) and Taylor Schreifels 
in a tie for ninth (7.900).

On bars, Ell took third 
(8.100), Allie Lu tied for sev-
enth (7.750) and Dietz took 
eighth (7.700).

On beam, Lu beat all 
others with a score of 8.800. 
She was followed by  Grace 
McCrone in a tie for third 
(8.350) and Ava Eastman in a 
tie for seventh (7.900).

On floor, McCrone tied 
for first with an 8.850 score 
while Ava Heinen captured 
fifth with an 8.400 score.

In the all-around, Mc-
Crone took fourth with a 
17.200 score. Ell took sev-
enth (16.600), Lu took eighth 
(16.550) and Dietz took 11th 
(16.100).

Varsity and JV gymnasts take first in Brainerd

By Bill Morgan, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

The Big Lake Hornet 
winter sports teams kept busy 
leading up to and during the 
holiday break.

Girls Basketball
The Hornet girls basket-

ball team lost their most re-
cent game to drop to 0-7.

Big Lake hosted Prince-
ton last Tuesday, Dec. 21 and 
lost by a score of 62-18.

Hockey
The Becker/Big Lake 

Hockey squad fell to Prince-
ton Dec. 21 by a score of 5-1. 

Up next, they host Willmar 
Jan. 4 and Pine City Jan. 6.

The Princeton-Beck-
er-Big Lake-Spectrum Ti-
gers girls hockey team is 
1-9 with a win at home Nov. 
23 against Benson (10-4) 
and losses to Duluth (14-1), 
Rock Ridge (4-1), Litchfield 
(8-2), Grand Rapids (9-0), 
Pequot Lakes (4-0), Chisago 
Lakes (14-0), Pine City (7-1), 
Armstrong/Cooper (3-0) and 
Waconia (5-2). Up next they 
hit the road to New Hope Ice 
Arena for a tournament Dec. 
29-Dec. 31. 

Hornet Sports Capsules...

CAMPBELLS CREATE COOKIE TRAYS. South Santiago Lutheran Church mem-
bers (all members of the Campbell family) recently hosted their 10th annual Relay 
for Life Team fundraiser. The gals were busy baking and creating timely and 
delicious tasty cookie trays to raise money to be donated. 51 cookie trays were 
sold, with the proceeds ($875.00) being donated to the American Cancer Society. 
Pictured are family members: Donna Pozorski, Sheryln Kipka, LuAnn Berthiaume, 
Danyell Pozorski, Regan Kipka, Joelle Pozorski, Pamala Kipka, Paula Kipka, Pay-
ton Kipka and Brenda Stang. Not pictured: Dwayne, Dereck and Faith Pozorski. 
(Submitted photo.)

BUSY BEAVER! Big Lake resident Paul Burke enjoyed his lunch break at Sherburne National Wildlife Refuge. As Paul 
ate his lunch, the beaver stayed within twenty five feet for over an hour. Burke decided to enjoy his sandwich while shooting 
pictures of this busy beaver. (Submitted photo.)

By Katherine Cantin,
Staff Writer
Reporter.Katie@PatriotNewsMN.com

During the recent city 
council meeting, council 
approved some updates 
to the Pebble Creek event 
space. New interior finish-
ings will be added to the 
space. New finishings and 
accent walls will be in-
cluded. Pebble Creek staff 
hopes that the updated look 
will lead to more event 
bookings. 

Committee Reports
The council members 

gave a review of recent 
committee activities. Some 
of the highlights are as fol-
lows:

• Public works is look-
ing into setting up a key 
card security system at Kol-
binger park, and perhaps 
other parks;

• Public works is also 
interested in doing an up-
grade to the snow plow 
control program, which will 
include a GPS tracker on all 
plows to monitor speed and 
location at all times;

• Becker Community 
Center memberships have 
been recovering from the 
pandemic, and are over 700 
now;

• There will be two up-
coming retirements from 
the fire department, both 
members having served 
over 20 years.

Wastewater 
HVAC System

Council moved to up-
grade the HVAC control 
system at the wastewater 
treatment facility. The cur-
rent system is no longer 
working correctly. Settings 
are stuck on the last preset 
and cannot be changed. It 
has also made it more dif-
ficult to work with contrac-
tors, who would otherwise 
be able to connect their 
equipment to the system to 
diagnose any issues at the 

facility. Public works staff 
hopes that this replacement 
will lead to less wear and 
tear on their equipment, 
conserve electricity, and 
save money for the city in 
the long run.

Roads
Council approved con-

struction plans for 153rd 
and 127th Streets in their 
partnership with Becker 
Twp. The township set 
the standards for the proj-
ect and had their engineer 
do the design work. The 
city only had to approve 
these plans and support the 
township as they go out for 
bids. The city engineer also 
reviewed these plans and 
gave them a “green light.” 

As bids come in, the 
city and township may re-
visit the arrangement they 
had for sharing the costs of 
this project. 

In Other Business,
the Council:
• Made updates for the 

2022 fee schedule;
• Approved year-end 

fund transfers between city 
accounts;

• Hired Jeff O’Neill as 
the interim City Adminis-
trator;

• Made a partial pay-
ments towards the instal-
lation of the Pebble Creek 
golf simulators;

• Wished Beckerites 
happy holidays and new 
year. 

Becker to update Pebble 
Creek event space

JOSH KUHA OF THE REC. & LEI-
SURE DEPT. presented new finishings 
(pictured at base of the podium) to 
be used to update the event space at 
Pebble Creek. (Photo captured from 
video recording.)

Submitted article

(Editor’s Note: The fol-
lowing article was submitted 
by the Minnesota Judicial 
Brunch Public Affairs office.)

In a December 9 order, 
the Minnesota Supreme Court 
clarified the Court Rules that 
govern the Legal Paraprofes-
sional Pilot Project.  The order 
provides additional informa-
tion about the scope of the 
work that may be provided by 
those approved to participate 
in the pilot.

The Legal Paraprofes-
sional Pilot Project permits 
approved legal paraprofes-
sionals, under the supervision 
of a Minnesota attorney, to 
provide legal advice and, in 
some cases, represent a client 
in court in two legal areas: 
landlord-tenant disputes and 
certain family law disputes. 
The two-year Pilot, which 
began in March 2021, is in-

tended to increase access to 
civil legal representation in 
case types where one or both 
parties typically appear with-
out legal representation.

About MN Judiciary
The Minnesota Judi-

cial Branch is made up of 
10 judicial districts with 296 
district court judgeships, 19 
Court of Appeals judges, 
and seven Supreme Court 
justices. The Judicial Branch 
is governed by the Judicial 
Council, which is chaired by 
Lorie S. Gildea, Chief Justice 
of the Minnesota Supreme 
Court.  The Minnesota Judi-
cial Branch is mandated by 
the Minnesota Constitution 
to resolve disputes promptly 
and without delay. An aver-
age of 1.1 million case types 
are filed in Minnesota district 
courts every year. Visit www.
MNCourts.gov for more in-
formation.

Supreme Court refines 
rules for LPPP
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Thanks for bringing in the 
New Year with the Patriot! 

Be safe out there!

Penny KEN

katie mary mark

Bill Kathy Chris Carol

By Mark Kolbinger,
Contributing Writer

Last Tuesday, the Becker 
Bulldogs went on the road 
and had a huge first half en 
route to defeating a solid 
Willmar team, 67-55.  The 
win kept the Bulldogs unde-
feated on the season and also 
earned them some statewide 
recognition as they entered 
this week ranked #10 in the 
state in Class AAA basket-
ball.

Becker had a huge first 
half, taking a 34-16 lead into 
halftime, and Coach Josh 
Ihrke felt his team had great 
balance and effort.

“In Willmar, it was our 
most balanced game of the 
season, as we played well 
on both ends of the floor for 
a majority of the game,” said 
Ihrke.  “We had five guys in 
double figures and played 
consistently throughout the 
game.”

The Bulldogs showed 
extremely good balance on 
the offensive end of the floor, 
as Eric Seavert led the team 
with 14 points.  Joining him 
in double figures were Brady 
Paumen and Julias Hendricks 

(12), and Nick Berglund 
and Alex Weiss (10). Other 
Becker scorers included 
Hayden Harmoning (six) and 
Ryan Bengtson (three).

The second half saw the 
host Cardinals mount an im-

pressive rally, but the Bull-
dogs did enough to maintain 
the lead and move their re-
cord to 5-0 on the season.

“We continue to improve 
defensively and Alex Weiss 
had his best game of the sea-
son on the offensive end,” 
Ihrke said. “Alex has been 
steady on both ends of the 
floor and put together a great 
game with 10 points and six 
rebounds.”

For the game, Becker 
shot over 52% from the field, 
while holding the Cardinals 
under 40% in their shooting 
efforts.

Becker’s inside presence 
was also better, as the Bull-
dogs held a 34-20 advantage 
in points in the paint. The 
Bulldogs also protected the 
rim well, earning six blocked 
shots, while their ball control 
was excellent as they com-
mitted just 11 turnovers.

This week, the Bulldogs 
were scheduled to participate 

in the Granite City Classic, 
taking on Hutchinson in a 
Wednesday afternoon game 
at St. Cloud Apollo before 
a Thursday matchup with 
the Rockford Rockets held 
at SCSU.  Check back next 

week for results from the 
games, the first in several 
years where the Bulldogs will 
be defending a state ranking. 

Becker’s Ryan Seavert goes up for a shot in the game against Willmar. 
Seavert is off to a great offensive start for the Bulldogs, as he has averaged 23.5 
points per game so far this year. (Submitted photo.)

Bulldog boys hoops downs Willmar, earns state ranking

Nick Berglund hoists a runner for two points in the game against WIllmar. 
(Submitted photo.)

By Mark Kolbinger,
Contributing Writer

Last Tuesday, the 
Becker girls basketball 
team finished the 2021 
portion of its Mississippi 
8 Conference schedule by 
overwhelming the Monti-
cello Magic, 91-47.

Becker raced to a 
41-26 first half lead in part 
by hitting seven three-point 
baskets and also holding a 
huge advantage on the 
glass. Becker finished the 
game with 36 rebounds, 
while the Magic had just 
16.

Lexi Rose was one of 
the offensive stars of the 
game, as she poured in 31 
total points on the night, 
including 19 in the sec-
ond half. She also led the 
team with five steals. Head 
Coach Dan Baird had com-
mented recently on Rose’s 
development as a player 
and its importance for the 
team, and against the Magic 
she was able to put together 
all facets of her game in the 
dominating performance.

Adeline Kent contin-
ued her stellar play for the 
Bulldogs, chipping in 18 
points on a very efficient 
8-for-12 shooting effort, 
while also picking up three 

assists.
Dani Nuest also had a 

nice game with 13 points, 
eight rebounds and eight 
assists, while Ayla Brown 
continued her excellent de-
fense and added 12 points. 
Maren Westin had 11 points 
for the B u l l -

d o g s , who had 
five scorers in double fig-
ures. Other scorers included 
Hannah Dierkes (two), 
Alexa Voller (three) and 
Liz Mackedanz (one point 
and nine rebounds).

An early review of 
the stats for the first seven 
games of the season shows 
the Bulldogs averaging 
78 points per game, while 
holding its opponents to 
an average of 47. Becker is 
also shooting 49% from the 
field, including a scorching 
40% from the three-point 

line. As a team, the Bull-
dogs are also picking up 
an amazing 16 steals per 
game.

Becker’s schedule this 
week includes a pair of 
games against the top com-
petition in the state, regard-
less of class.

On Wednesday, the 
Bulldogs were set to open 
play in the Breakdown 
Granite City Classic by 
taking on Class AAAA 
power Minnetonka, while 
on Thursday they faced 
Providence Academy, 
one of the top private 

school teams in the state.
Becker will get back to 

regular season action Tues-
day evening, as the Will-
mar Cardinals will come to 
town for an important Sec-
tion matchup.

Bulldog girls maul 
Magic to remain 
undefeated in M8

Submitted article

(Editor’s Note: The fol-
lowing article was submitted 
by GRRL.)

Great River Regional 
Library is excited to an-
nounce that the library sys-
tem will go Fines Free in 
2022!

With this change, no 
fines will accrue on overdue 
materials! All 33 library lo-
cations will be free, open, 
and welcoming to all. With 
the help of the library’s 
generous donors, we can 
remove the financial barrier 
of fines to allow everyone to 
explore, learn, and connect 
in their community. 

Starting on January 3rd, 
2022, Great River Regional 
Library (GRRL) will be 
eliminating overdue fines 
on checked out library ma-
terials. This initiative began 
back in 2019 with the elim-
ination of overdue fines on 
children and teen materials. 
Through research conducted 
nationwide, along with local 
research conducted by St. 
Cloud State University Sur-
vey Center and GRRL’s 
user/non-user surveys, trans-
portation and finances have 
been identified to be the big-
gest barriers to the people 
that need library services the 
most. For those who rely on 
transportation by the public 
or a parent, returning mate-
rials in a timely manner can 
be difficult. Then when fines 
begin to accrue after the due 
date, it becomes another 
expense for a family. Being 
mindful of diversity, equity, 
and inclusion efforts, GRRL 
staff members are working 
to eliminate this barrier for 

families in central Minne-
sota.

Great River Regional 
Library is a joint powers or-
ganization with six member 
counties of Benton, Mor-
rison, Sherburne, Stearns, 
Todd, and Wright. Each 
county provides representa-
tives for the GRRL Board of 
Trustees and the Board de-
velops and administers one 
comprehensive budget for 
the system. The 2022 bud-
get supports the expansion 
of the library’s fines free 
initiatives. These fines are 
a declining revenue source 
and make up only 1% of 
the budget. They are nei-
ther guaranteed nor reliable, 
therefore the Board moved 
forward with the effort.

The goal of this expan-
sion is to reduce the financial 
barrier that may prevent pa-
trons from accessing library 
materials, and to increase the 
amount of time staff spends 
assisting library users in a 
positive way. Library card-
holders are responsible for 
returning or renewing their 
checked out materials by the 
due date so other patrons can 
enjoy them. Libraries across 
the country that have already 
done away with overdue 
fines have not seen a drastic 
increase in items returned 
late upon going Fines Free. 
Chicago Public Library ac-
tually saw a 240 percent 
increase in returned books 
in the month after they elim-
inated fines in September of 
2019, and Salt Lake City’s 
Public Library saw late re-
turns drop from nine percent 
to four percent after fines 
were eliminated.

For those with no dif-

ficulty paying overdue the 
fines, the library suggests 
paying it forward. The li-
brary’s Year-End Campaign 
is an opportunity to give 
back and show support of 
the library going Fines Free. 
With the help of generous 
donors, it’s possible to re-
move the financial barrier 
of fines to allow everyone to 
explore, learn, and connect 
in their community. Give 
now in support at GRiver.
org/donate/year-end-cam-
paign. It is because of gen-
erous donors that the library 
is able to move forward with 
fines free efforts.

GRRL would like to 
welcome back those who 
have avoided using the li-
brary due to overdue fines! 
For those who do not have 
a card or need to renew (as 
it expires every three years), 
now is a perfect time, so 
patrons can enjoy all of the 
benefits the local library has 
to offer. Visit GRiver.org/
card-application to get or 
renew the card online, or 
stop in to the local GRRL 
library today!

Great River Regional 
Library (GRRL) provides 
library services at 32 public 
libraries and one to-go sys-
tem in Benton, Morrison, 
Sherburne, Stearns, Todd 
and Wright Counties. GR-
RL2GO is a locker system 
that allows you to pick up 
items at the Sartell Commu-
nity Center. GRRL supplies 
the residents of Central Min-
nesota with nearly 1 million 
books, CDs and DVDs, 250 
public computers, program-
ming, and information ser-
vices.

GRRLs go fines free in 2022
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Classifieds

OAK PARK
CREAMERY

See us for all your feed 
needs. Hubbard, Heims, 
Purina & Oak Park brand 
feeds. Crystalyx tubs. We 
specialize in small orders 
of custom made feed. RR 
Corn $194.00/Bag. EN-
LIST E3 Soybeans $50.00/
Bag.

OAK PARK CREAMERY
16623 Ironwood Rd NE

Oak Park, MN
320-968-7864

Farm Supplies

THE CLASSIC, EDGE & E, 
Outdoor Wood, Pellet & Corn 
by Central Boiler. Take Advan-
tage of The Rebates available 
now, Including Additional Dis-
counts and State Fair Specials 
Give us a call or see us at the 
fair. Class-Act Outdoor Fur-
nace 763-972-6255                              
CLASSACTFURNACE.COM
________________________

Outdoor Furnaces

Automobiles
DONATE YOUR CAR, 
TRUCK TO HERITAGE FOR 
THE BLIND. Free 3 Day Vaca-
tion, Tax Deductible, Free Tow-
ing, All Paperwork Taken Care 
Of. CALL 1-855-977-7030 (mcn)

DONATE YOUR CAR TO 
CHARITY. Receive maximum 
value of write off for your taxes. 
Running or not! All conditions 
accepted. Free pickup. Call for 
details. 855-752-6680 (mcn)

CASH FOR CARS! We buy all 
cars! Junk, high-end, totaled – it 
doesn’t matter! Get free towing 
and same day cash! NEWER 
MODELS too! Call 1-855-548-
5240 (mcn)

Cable / Internet
DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Chan-
nels + $14.95 High Speed Inter-
net. Free Installation, Smart HD 
DVR Included, Free Voice Re-
mote. Some restrictions apply. 
Promo Expires 1/21/22. 1-844-
316-8876. (mcn)

DIRECTV for $69.99/mo for 12 
months with CHOICE Package. 
Watch your favorite live sports, 
news & entertainment anywhere. 
One year of HBO Max FREE. 
Directv is #1 in Customer Satis-
faction (JD Power & Assoc.) Call 
for more details! (some restric-
tions apply) Call 1-866-296-1409.
(mcn)

Earthlink High Speed Internet. 
As Low As $49.95/month (for 
the first 3 months.) Reliable High 
Speed Fiber Optic Technology. 
Stream Videos, Music and More! 
Call Earthlink Today 1-855-679-
7096. (mcn)

DISH Network. $64.99 for 190 
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet, 
$19.99/mo. (where available.) 
Switch & Get a FREE $100 Visa 
Gift Card. FREE Voice Remote. 
FREE HD DVR. FREE Stream-
ing on ALL Devices. Call today! 
1-855-434-0020 (mcn)

BEST SATELLITE TV with 2 
Year Price Guarantee! $59.99/mo 
with 190 channels and 3 months 
free premium movie channels! 
Free next day installation! Call 
855-824-1258. (mcn)

Education
COMPUTER & IT TRAINING 
PROGRAM! Train ONLINE to 
get the skills to become a Com-
puter & Help Desk Professional 
now! Grants and Scholarships 
available for certain programs for 
qualified applicants. Call CTI for 
details! 1-844-843-2771 (mcn)

TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MED-
ICAL BILLING! Become a Med-
ical Office Professional online 
at CTI! Get Trained, Certified & 
ready to work in months! Call 
1-844-405-2328. The Mission, 
Program Information and Tuition 
is located at CareerTechnical.
edu/consumer-information. (M-F 
8am-6pm ET) (mcn)

Employment/Help Wanted
CLASS A TRUCK DRIVER. 
North Central region. Could 
earn over $80,000. No touch 
freight. Good benefits. All miles 
paid. Nice equipment. Experi-
ence needed. Call 507-437-9905. 
Apply on-line WWW.MCFGTL.
COM (mcn)

Financial
STOP worrying! SilverBills 
eliminates the stress and hassle 
of bill payments. All household 

bills guaranteed to be paid on 
time, as long as appropriate funds 
are available. Computer not nec-
essary. Call for a FREE trial or a 
custom quote today. SilverBills 
1-866-918-0981(mcn)

Health & Medical
Green Roads’ Pain Relief 
Cream. Great for backaches, 
arthritis, muscle aches & more. 
Get pain relief exactly where you 
need it most. Use code: PAIN to 
get three FREE gifts! Visit https://
greencbdtoday.com/midwest 
(mcn)

Stroke and Cardiovascular dis-
ease are leading causes of death, 
according to the American Heart 
Association. Screenings can pro-
vide peace of mind or early detec-
tion! Contact Life Line Screening 
to schedule your screening. Spe-
cial offer - 5 screenings for just 
$149. Call 1-866-742-7290 (mcn)

Portable Oxygen Concentrator 
May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mo-
bility with the compact design 
and long-lasting battery of Inogen 
One. Free information kit! Call 
844-716-2411.(mcn)

50 Blue Pills for only $99.00! 
Plus S&H. Discreet, Save $500.00 
Now! Call Today. 1-855-917-
5790 (mcn)

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 350 plus 
procedures. Real dental insurance 
- NOT just a discount plan. Do not 
wait! Call now! Get your FREE 
Dental Information Kit with all 
the details! 1-855-973-9175 www.
dental50plus.com/https://www.
dental50plus.com/midwest #6258 
(mcn)

Aloe Care Health, medical alert 
system. The most advanced med-
ical alert product on the market. 
Voice-activated! No wi-fi needed! 
Special offer! Call and mention 
offer code CARE20 to get $20 off 
Mobile Companion. Call today! 
1-855-654-1926. (mcn)

Income Opportunites
Become a published author! 
Publications sold at all major 
secular & specialty Christian 
bookstores. CALL Christian Faith 
Publishing for your FREE author 
submission kit. 1-888-981-5761 
(mcn)

Miscellaneous
Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE Le-
afFilter estimate today. 15% off 
Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts. Call 1-855-
577-1268. Promo Code 285. 
(mcn)

GENERAC Standby Genera-
tors provide backup power during 
utility power outages, so your 
home and family stay safe and 
comfortable. Prepare now. Free 
7-year extended warranty ($695 
value!). Request a free quote 
today! Call for additional terms 
and conditions. 1-877-228-5789 
(mcn)

Wesley Financial Group, LLC 
Timeshare Cancellation Ex-
perts. Over $50,000,000 in time-
share debt and fees cancelled 
in 2019. Get free informational 
package and learn how to get rid 
of your timeshare! Free consulta-
tions. Over 450 positive reviews. 
Call 877-326-1608. (mcn)

Looking for assisted living, 
memory care, or independent 

living? A Place for Mom simpli-
fies the process of finding senior 
living at no cost to your family. 
Call 1-877-580-3710 today! (mcn)

The Generac PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery storage system. 
SAVE money, reduce your re-
liance on the grid, prepare for 
power outages and power your 
home. Full installation services 
available. $0 Down Financing 
Option. Request a FREE, no ob-
ligation, quote today. Call 1-877-
381-3059. (mcn)

LONG DISTANCE MOVING: 
Call today for a FREE QUOTE 
from America’s Most Trusted In-
terstate Movers. Let us take the 
stress out of moving! Speak to a 
Relocation Specialist, call 877-
327-0795. (mcn)

FREE AUTO INSURANCE 
QUOTES for uninsured and in-
sured drivers. Let us show you 
how much you can save! Call 855-
995-2382 (mcn)

NEED NEW FLOORING? Call 
Empire Today® to schedule a 
FREE in-home estimate on Car-
peting & Flooring. Call Today! 
844-785-0305 (mcn)

UPDATE YOUR HOME with 
Beautiful New Blinds & Shades. 
FREE in-home estimates make 
it convenient to shop from home. 
Professional installation. Top 
quality - Made in the USA. Call 
for free consultation: 866-970-
3073. Ask about our specials! 
(mcn)

BATHROOM RENOVA-
TIONS. EASY, ONE DAY 
updates! We specialize in safe 
bathing. Grab bars, no slip floor-
ing & seated showers. Call for a 
free in-home consultation: 855-
836-2250. (mcn)

Never Pay For Covered Home 
Repairs Again! Complete Care 
Home Warranty COVERS ALL 
MAJOR SYSTEMS AND AP-
PLIANCES. 30 DAY RISK 
FREE. $200.00 OFF + 2 FREE 
Months! 1-844-596-1237. Hours 
Mon-Thu, Sun : 9:30 am to 8:00 
pm Fri : 9:30 am to 2:00 pm (all 
times Eastern). (mcn)

Need IRS Relief $10K - $125K+ 
Get Fresh Start or Forgiveness 
Call 1-877-258-1647 Mon-
day through Friday 7AM-5PM 
PST(mcn)

Vacation/ Travel
DO WARM WINTERS SOUND 
GOOD? Bring your RV down to 
the warm Rio Grande Valley. J-5 
RV Park in Mission Tx. Will wel-
come you with a country setting 
and friendly people. We have a 
special for 1st time visitors. We 
are following guidelines to keep 
everyone healthy and taking pre-
cautions to protect our commu-
nity. Phone us at 956-682-7495 
or 515-418-3214. Email info@
j5rvparktexas.com Tom and 
Donna Tuttle, Managers. (mcn)

Want To Buy
PAYING TOP CA$H FOR 
MEN’S SPORT WATCHES! 
Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek 
Philippe, Heuer, Daytona, GMT, 
Submariner, Speedmaster.. Call: 
866-314-9742. (mcn)

TOP CA$H PAID FOR OLD 
GUITARS! 1920-1980 Gibson, 
Martin, Fender, Gretsch, Epi-
phone, Guild, Mosrite, Ricken-
backer, Prairie State, D’Angelico, 
Stromberg. And Gibson Man-
dolins / Banjos. 866-470-1643. 
(mcn)

DESKTOPS AND LAPTOP 
REPAIR. On-site or drop off. 
Computer cleanup - upgrades. 
Big Lake, 763-263-7070.
________________________

Computers

FREE
ADULT BASIC ED & GED

CLASSES
GED Test Preparation

It’s never too late to learn!

Call Community Ed for more 
information 763-261-4506

Tuesdays from 6-8:30 PM
Becker High School Library

(Enter Door #11)
No need to Pre-Register,

 just come to class!

Adult Basic Ed. Minnesota Newspaper Association Classifieds

MURPHY
CHEVROLET

New & Used Cars & Trucks
(320) 968-6239

www.murphychevrolet.com

Automotive

220 USED CARS to choose 
from. We also BUY used cars. 
Guaranteed Approval! Brandl 
Auto Connection, 559 Hwy 10, 
St. Cloud (next to the red barn 
Dairy Queen). 320-229-1900. 
Apply online at: 
www.BrandlAutoConnection.com
________________________

Used Cars

Young @ Heart

3rd Thurs. Each MonTh, 
11:30 Lunch and PrograM
rEjoicE LuThEran church 

cLEarwaTEr, Mn

Seniors

October 31, 2020
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Wanda Woolhouse 

14975 River St., Becker
CUTS, PERMS

COLOR & STYLES
(763) 262-0008
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14975 River St., Becker

(763) 262-0008

Salon

STUDIO 
APARTMENT

In Becker for rent De-
cember 1st at Pineview 
Apartments. Clean, quiet 
& well maintained. $595/
month, includes water, 
heat, garbage, & parking 
space. Requirements for 
rent are based on a full 
background check, no 
prior evictions or crimi-
nal record. Minimum re-
quirements of income & 
rental history apply. 

No pets. 
If interested call Todd at 
612-616-0984.

Studio Apartment

TREE FELLERS TREE SER-
VICE. Insured arborist with 
25 years of experience. Free 
estimates - trimming, removal, 
& consultations. (763) 443-
2631. “Ask about our winter 
specials!”
________________________

Tree Service

Game Time

This Week’s Calendar Events:
Sun. - Jan. 2, 2021:
 » National Folic Acid Awareness Week (1/2-1/8)
 » National Personal Trainer Awareness Day
 » Moon Phase: New Moon

Mon. - Jan. 3, 2021:
 » National Fruitcake Toss Day
 » Drinking Straw Day

Tues. - Jan. 4, 2021:
 » World Braille Day
 » National Spaghetti Day
 » National Trivia Day
 » National Cherish an Antique Day
 » Pop Music Chart Introduced: Anniversary, 1936

Wed. - Jan. 5, 2021:
 » National Bird Day
 » International Consumer Electronics Show (1/5-

1/8)
Thurs. - Jan. 6, 2021:
 » Twelfth Day
 » Three Kings Day

Fri. - Jan. 7, 2021:
 » National Bobblehead Day
 » National Tempura Day

Sat. - Jan. 8, 2022:
 » National Argyle Day
 » National Joy Germ Day 

(Becker Schools=BS 
Becker High School=BHS   

Becker Middle School=BMS  
Becker Intermediate School=BIS 

 Early Childhood Family Education=ECFE
Big Lake School=BLS 

Clearview School=CVS)

 
Big Lake Senior 

Center
The Big Lake Senior 

Club meets Tues., 1-4pm, 
Big Lake City Hall, 160 
Lake St. North. 

We would love to have 
you join us for card games, 
refreshments  & conversa-
tion. 

For More Information 
Call: 

(763) 309-1010 and/or
(763) 263-7134

   

 
 
  

 
   
 
   
  
  

Becker Area Senior 
Center (BASC) 

Upcoming Events
BASC at Becker 

Community Center (BCC)
 

Mon., Jan. 3: Open All 
Day; 5am-Coffee’s on;   
10am-Cribbage
Tues., Jan. 4: 9am-Cof-
fee, Conversation, Cards; 
11:30am-Branson Sight & 
Sound Theatre Show “Jesus”. 
Watch on our Big Screen TV.
Wed., Jan. 5: Open All Day; 
5am-Coffee’s on
Thurs., Jan. 6: 9am-Cof-
fee, Conversation, Cards; 
11:30am-Create a Craft: 
Snowman Soup
Fri., Jan. 7: BCC Open all 
Day.

Becker Community Center: 
763-200-4271

BASC Coordinator: 
Carol Brunn

Activity Coordinator: 
Pat Throlson

Blood Pressure available 
whenever BASC is open  

Send activity/class 
opportunities to: 

basc.becker@gmail.com

Apartments

Annandale
Square Apts
Quality Affordable 
Apartment Living
Family & Senior Units 

Available. Income 
Restrictions Apply. 

On-Site Laundry, Car Plug 
Ins, Heat Incl, Play Area.

320-274-5206
Lisa

Equal Housing Opportunity

Prepare for unexpected 
power outages with a 
Generac home standby 
generator

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!
877-228-5789

Limited Time O� er - Call for Details

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  
install and activate the generator with a participating 
dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions. Consign your car or collection now! T Register to bid!

WWW.CLASSICCARAUCTION.US T (406) 698-7930

3RD ANNUAL

INTERMOUNTAIN 

ONLINE ONLY CLASSIC CAR AUCTION

SATURDAY MARCH 12, 2022

OMAHA

COMING IN 2022

2ND ANNUAL SIOUX FALLS

SATURDAY JULY 30, 2022

PUBLIC NOTICES, SHERIFF 
& POLICE ACTIVITY REPORTS
are posted on our website: 

www.patriotnewsmn.com

                                     Week of January 2, 2022             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

MISCELLANEOUSMISCELLANEOUS
DONATE YOUR CAR 

truck or boat to Heritage For The 
Blind. Free 3-day vacation, tax 
deductible, free towing, all paper-
work taken care of 844/220-9501 

DISH NETWORK $64.99 
for 190 Channels! Blazing fast inter-
net, $19.99/mo. (where available.) 
Switch & get a FREE $100 Visa gift 
card. FREE voice remote. FREE 
HD DVR. FREE streaming on ALL 
devices. Call today! 855/562-4309

THE COVID CRISIS 
has cost us all something. Many have 
lost jobs and  nancial security. Have 
$10K In Debt? Credit Cards. Medi-
cal Bills. Car Loans. Call National 
Debt Relief! We can help! Get a FREE 
debt relief quote: Call 844/205-5439

LOOKING FOR ASSISTED LIVING
memory care, or independent living? 
A Place for Mom simpli es the pro-
cess of  nding senior living at no cost to 
your family. Call 888/715-1720  today!

THE GENERAC PWRCELL 
A solar plus battery storage system. Save 
money, reduce your reliance on the grid, 
prepare for power outages and power your 
home. Full installation services available. $0 
Down  nancing option. Request a free, no 
obligation quote today. Call 888/913-5895 

ENJOY 100% GUARANTEED 
delivered-to-the-door Omaha Steaks! 
Get 8 FREE Filet Mignon Burgers! Or-
der the Delightful Gift this holiday sea-
son - only $99.99. Call 888/858-0473 
and mention code 65658PJL or visit 
www.omahasteaks.com/thegift1192 

STATEWIDE ADS ONLY $279
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Clear Lake / 
Clearwater Area 

Organizations
Clear Lake Legion 

Meets the second Tues. of the month at Palmer Twp. Hall. The 
Legion will meet at 7pm. New members are always welcome. Bud 
Stimmler at (320) 761-5793.

Clear Lake Lions 
Meets the first & third Tues. of the month at 4180 

105th Ave., Clear Lake at 7:30pm. Please contact any Lions  
member or one of the officers listed on our website:  
www.clearlakelionsmn.org

Clear Valley Business Connections
Meets quarterly on the 2nd Thurs. of the month from 

11:30am-1pm at various locations. Glenna Soenneker, President,  
(320) 267-4361, clearvalleybc@gmail.com.

Clearwater AA/Al-Anon
Meets at 7pm, Sun. night at Clearwater United Method-

ist Church, 405 Main St. Clearwater. (320) 310-1399 for AA  or 
(320) 558-6613 for Al-Anon.

Clearwater AA Meeting
Meets Mon. nights, 7pm at Rejoice Lutheran Church, 1155 CR 

75, Clearwater. (612) 801-7317.

Clearwater Area Friends of the Library
Clearwater Area Friends of the Library are currently  

accepting donations of gently used books, DVDs & CDs 
for their used bookstore located in the Clearwater Library.  
Donations are tax deductible & can be dropped off at the Clearwater 
Library.

Textbooks, dictionaries, encyclopedias, outdated  
medical books, magazines, & moldy books cannot be ac-
cepted. All proceeds from the sale of used books are used to  
support the programs, services & equipment of the Clearwater Li-
brary.

Clearwater American Legion Post 323 & Auxiliary
Clearwater Legion meetings are held the second Thurs. of the 

month. Auxiliary 6:30pm, S.A.L. at 7pm, Legion 7:30pm. Clearwater 
Legion, Clearwater.

Clearwater/Clear Lake Food Shelf
Open Mon. 5:30-7pm, Tues. 9-11am & 6-8pm, Wed. 

3-5pm & in the brown Lions Community Building be-
neath the water tower in Clearwater.  We service residents of  
Clearwater & Clear Lake.

Clearwater Narcotics Anonymous 
 Meets at 7pm, Wed. night at Clearwater United  

Methodist Church, 405 Main St. Clearwater. (612) 607-4484.

Free Grace Recovery
Sun. 6-8pm at Clear Lake Town Hall, 7684 1st Ave. W. Clear 

Lake. A light meal will be served at 6pm. Everyone is welcome. Justin 
or Renee at (612) 384-9069.

Lions Club of Clearwater
 Meets second Tues. of the month at 8pm. Clearwater Lions Pa-

vilion. www.clearwaterlionsmn.com

Young @ Heart
Community Young@Heart will meet on the third Thurs. of every 

month at Rejoice Lutheran Church, 1155 Co. Rd. 75, Clearwater, MN. 
Join us: 10:30 to meet & greet old & new friends, 11:30 lunch (sug-
gested donation), 12pm program.

 Miscellaneous 
Organization

Every Child Deserves a Family! WE NEED YOU!
Sherburne County is recruiting Foster Homes! Family Foster 

Care offers a temporary home until children can be safetly reunited 
with their families or achieve permanency through kinship care or 
adoption. Foster Care is the 24-hour care of a child in a home that 
meets the child’s basic need for food, shelter, clothing, medical & 
dental care, privacy, safety, & adult supervision.

Children enter Foster Care whose families are  
experiencing difficulties, have special medical, emotional, or devel-
opmental needs or who struggle with their own issues such as mental 
health, behavior, or truancy. Foster Care is the least restrictive out-of-
home placement option & most likely a family setting.

Please contact: Chelsea Doherty  763) 765-4033 or  
chelsea.doherty@co.sherburne.mn.us. 

FREE - Advocates for Independence
 First & third Wed. of the month 2-4pm at Independent 

Lifestyles, 215 North Benton Drive, Sauk Rapids. Make a  
difference in your community for people w/disabilities.  
Michele Pelka (320) 281-2042.  All abilities are welcome to attend.

FREE - The Saint Cloud Area Parkinson’s Disease 
(PD) Support Group invites you to “Coffee &  

Conversation” the last Wed. monthly at 10am at Edgewood 
Living 677 Brianna Drive, Sartell. Meetings are open to those 
diagnosed w/PD, their families, caregivers, & the general  
public. Group provides support, education, & awareness about the  
disease. Bobbi (320) 281-3343.  

Mental Health Discussion Group
Meets Mon., 6-7pm at Independent Lifestyles, 215 N. Benton 

Dr., Sauk Rapids. This is a free group, everyone is welcome. Ricky 
(320) 281-2025.

Parkinson’s Disease Support Group
Meets third Mon. of the month, from 1-2:30pm at ILICIL  

Independent Lifestyles, 215 N. Benton Dr., Sauk Rapids. This free 
group provides support, education, & awareness about the disease. 
Independent Lifestyles at (320) 529-9000.

Rivers of Hope
Advocates for ending family violence, is a non-profit  

community based agency offering advocacy, support, education 
& referral services for victims of family violence. Working in  
partnerships w/schools, law enforcement, social service agencies & 
the court system in Sherburne & Wright Co. (763) 295-3433 or 1-800-
439-2642 or info@riversofhope.org. Free & confidential. Phones an-
swered 24/7.

Volunteer as a Foster Grandparent 
Local schools & organizations need caring adults like you!  

Orientation, training & ongoing support are provided. Pat Braun (612) 

390-0617.

Wright County Community Action
You have been affected & are having or 

are anticipating having difficulity paying your  
mortgage, WCCA is here to help you navigate your options & keep your 
home. To speak with a homeownership advisor, call Wright County  
Community Action at (320) 963-6500 ext. 238 today.  
Services are unbiased, confidential & free of charge. 

Upcoming Becker Events
Notice 

Becker Cemetery Assn. will be holding our yearly meeting on 
Tues., Jan. 11, 2022 at 7pm. at Becker City Hall.

Upcoming Big Lake Events
THE MITTEN TREE IS UP

Waiting for your generous donations of mittens, hats, and scarves 
for elementary school children. Thanks to our partners at RIVER-
WOOD BANK in Big Lake we are accepting donations of these win-
ter necessities to distribute to elementary children in the Big Lake 
and Becker School District. These items will be collected until Jan. 
3, at which time the LC of the Big Lake Lioness will collect, sort and 
distribute to all the elementary schools in both school districts to be 
used by the children as needed. 

Upcoming Wright Co. Events
WCCA-Homebuyer Training

Homeownership is possible! ZOOM Training Jan. 11 & 12, 2022, 
4-8pm, required to attend both days $30-visit wccaweb.com.

Contact us at wcca@wccaweb.con, (320) 963-6500 ext. 238.

Upcoming Tri-Cap  Events
Be A Tax Volunteer 

Informational open house, Jan. 8, 2022, 3:30pm, St. Cloud Li-
brary, Mississippi Room. 

Consider volunteering for Tri-CAP Volunteer Income Tax As-
sistance Program: no exp. necessary, training provided, commitment 4 
hrs per week, Jan.-Apr., 4 locations in St. Cloud & Elk River, become 
IRS certified, Cont. Ed credits available.

Announcements

Obituaries

Terry Lee Brockman, age 
59, of Clearwater, MN, died 
Sunday, December 19, 2021 
at his home after a long battle 
with cancer.

A celebration of life ser-
vice will be held for Terry in 
the summer of 2022. Funeral 
arrangements were made by 
Benson Funeral Home, St. 
Cloud, MN.

Terry Lee Brockman was 
born July 24th, 1962 in Grand 
Junction, Colorado to Dorothy 
and Art Brockman. His mother 
originally hoped to name him 
Pepe Renee, but luckily his 
father’s wisdom prevailed.  
Terry spent his younger years 
surrounded by good friends; 
Terry Cook was his earliest 
buddy.  One legendary adven-
ture was being detained by the 
Pinkertons for throwing rocks 
at the hobos on the trains. Ap-
parently, Terry had a naughty 
streak at an early age.  When 
Terry entered Junior High he 
fell in with a group of dorky, 
nerdy boys: John Lesher, 
Stacy Samuelson, John Er-
skine, Bruce Kronkright, and 
Felix “Mad Dog” Murphy. 
Mrs Brockman affection-
ately christened this rag tag, 
semi-feral boy-herd to be “The 
Boneheads”. And the name 
has stuck ever since.

The Boneheads loved 
and fought like brothers, and 
enjoyed amazing times to-
gether... fishing, Dungeons 
and Dragons, hunting, hiking, 
epic whiffle ball games, late 
night poker, full-contact ski-
ing, drive-in movies, watching 
Star Wars 17 times in one year, 
camping trips, cruel practical 
jokes, exploring abandoned 
coal mines, playing softball, 
fixing cars, tackle snow foot-
ball, and attending rock con-
certs.   When it came to the 
Boneheads, Terry’s motto was 
“NOTHING SAFE, NOTH-
ING SACRED”.

Terry was the mechanic 
of the group and always had 
a love affair with old cars, 
including a Hudson Hornet, 
Buick Roadmaster and “Rose-
bud”, his cherished red ‘49 
Chevy pickup. Terry played 
electric guitar and was insis-
tent that the Boneheads form 
a rock band. That plan failed.  

Terry tried his hand at 
writing fiction stories, writ-
ing a detective novella about 
“Nick Dawson, Private Inves-
tigator”. Terry and Beth later 
named their son Nick after this 
beloved character.  

Eventually Terry met 
and married the love of his 
life, Beth.  After a couple of 
years, Terry and Beth moved 
from Grand Junction to pursue 
Terry’s career.  They ended 

up in Clearwater, MN where 
they bought an old Catholic 
church to live in with their 
son, Nicholas.  Terry joined a 
biker group and became “Rat-
collector”, one of the “Uncles 
of Agony” as well as an hon-
orary member of the GOTF. 
He enjoyed many rides and 
adventures with buddies Baz, 
LRT, Jeff & Renee, PFunky, 
Slick, Roadcat, Rake, Land-
man, Twolfman, Red & Kate 
and many more!  He loved the 
wind in his hair, the sun on his 
face and all the fresh air smells 
you can only take in while rid-
ing. 

In addition to riding with 
the boys, Terry enjoyed Cow-
boy Action Shooting as Lin-
coln Debeaux, Geocaching, 
watching Star Trek and telling 
“misty past” stories with his 
family and friends. He enjoyed 
collecting antiques, trying out 
new breweries, taking long 
drives to very small towns and 
phone conversations with his 
“brother cousin” Ralph. Terry 
worked at Pouchtec/Kent Pre-
cision Food Groups where he 
loved his job and the people 
he worked with. Terry was 
always appreciative of fam-
ily and friends and the entire 
“village” that helped to care 
for him.    

Terry is survived by his 
“forever love” wife Beth, his 
sidekick and “more mature 
than both of us” son Nicholas 
and his fur kitties Rudy and 
Holly.

The cancer was brutal but 
Terry made the most of his 9 
lives, he even had a collision 
with a train, which gave him a 
cool scar and great story (after 
the healing was done). The 
cancer took his hair (which 
gave him room for another 
tattoo) but it never took his 
sense of humor, his strength or 
his love of life, family, friends 
and cheap beer. 

My Hunny Bunny, we 
will meet again at the Streets 
of Gold Brewery by the Tree 
of Life. Until then, “I love you 
more cuz I’m smaller so it’s 
concentrated”. Always.

Terry L. Brockman, Age 59
Clearwater, MN

July 24, 1962 – December 19, 2021

Mass of Christian Burial 
will be at 11 a.m. on Satur-
day, January 8, at Mary of the 
Visitation Church in Becker 
to celebrate the life of Ken-
neth Kolbinger, 82, who died 
on December 13, 2021.  Father 
Michael Kellogg will officiate.  
Friends may call one hour 
prior to service.

Ken was born in St. Cloud 
on March 11, 1939, to Tom 
and Mildred Kolbinger.  After 
graduation from Becker High 
School, he attended Moler 
Barber College, followed by 
basic training and six years 
in the Army National Guard.  
Within a few years he owned 
several barber salons in the 
metro area, including at 
Ridgedale, Rosedale, South-
dale and Brookdale Centers 
and the U of M.  For forty 
years, he built the Golden 
Razor Barber Salons on his 
strong values, including hard 
work, integrity and fairness 
to his staff and customers.  He 
was a member of Mary of the 
Visitation Church.

He married Marlys Nelson 

in 1965 and lived in Minne-
apolis where they raised two 
children, Kirk and Kerry.  He 
was a wonderful husband and 
father who enjoyed spending 
time with his whole family.  
He loved boating, especially 
on the St. Croix, Lake Min-
netonka and the Cross Lake 
chain, and fishing on Mille 
Lacs Lake and Lake Michigan.  
He also played golf regularly.  
He liked to travel all over the 
United States and Canada and 
especially enjoyed trips to Eu-
rope.  Ken was the perennial 
class clown and was always 
quick and funny.

Ken and Marlys returned 
to their home area in 1998 
when they built a home on 
their farm north of Becker.  
After retiring at 65, he stocked 
shelves and bagged groceries 
at the local Food Pride for 11 
years while battling Parkin-
son’s Disease.

He is survived by his wife 
Marlys, daughter Kerry Kol-
binger, son Kirk and daugh-
ter-in-law Tami Kolbinger, 
grandsons Cameron and Car-
ter Kolbinger, his brother 
Dick Kolbinger, his sister- and 
brother-in-law Eileen and Phil 
Ramola and their family, and 
his many nieces and nephews.  
He was preceded in death by 
his parents; his brothers, Don 
and Gary Kolbinger and his 
sister Marlys Tauer.

The family suggests me-
morials to the Parkinson’s 
Foundation rather than flow-
ers.

Kenneth Kolbinger, Age 82
Becker, MN

March 11, 1939 – December 13, 2021

MORE OBITUARIES to Page 3B

Public Notices
Sherburne County Public Notices

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
CP 71-681-017 CR 81 from Lake Ridge Dr to CR 73

SHERBURNE COUNTY, MINNESOTA
NOTICE is hereby given that electronic bids will be accepted 
through the Sherburne County online bid portal https://bidvault.
mn.uccs.com/ until 1:00 PM on Wednesday, January 19, 2022 . 
This will be the only means of submittal of a bid.
The Major Quantities of Work are:
CLEARING & GRUBBING      L S   
1 
EXCAVATION (EV)-COMMON/MUCK     CY  40,731
COMMON EMBANKMENT (CV)    CY  28,689
AGGREGATE BASE CLASS 5      TON  23,172
BITUMONOUS WEARING COURSE MIX   TON  12,890
15” - 24” CP PIPE CULVERT      LF  954
6” – 12” WATER MAIN      LF  345
1.25” NON-METALLIC      LF  28,800
SEEDING       ACRE  30
PAVEMENT MARKINGS      LF  46,884

The bids will be reviewed by the County Engineer and County 
Attorney for the approval of the bid bond and the results of the 
review shall be posted within 3 business days at the following web-
site: https://mn-co-sherburne.app.rtvision.com/oneoffice. Review 
of the bids by the County Engineer and the County Attorney should 
not be construed as an award of the bid. The final approval of the 
bid requires action by the County Board.

Plans & specifications may be examined at the office of 
the Sherburne County Highway Engineer, 13880 Business Cen-
ter Drive Suite 100, Elk River MN 55330, Monday-Friday 8 am 
to 4:30 pm, or online at https://www.co.sherburne.mn.us/pub-
licworks/index.php & follow the Construction Projects & Bids 
(eGram) link. A user ID & password is required to download the 
Plans & Specifications. Contact Public Works at 763-765-3300 to 
obtain the necessary information.

The advertisement for this project may also be viewed at the 
MnDOT State Aid for Local Transportation eAdvert web site at
https://eadvert.rtvision.com

The cost to download the Plans & Specifications is free.
The cost to obtain a hard copy of the Plans & Specifications is 

$50.00 with an additional $10.00 mailing fee.
THE COST TO SUBMIT A BID WILL BE $25.00 PAYABLE 

TO RTVISION WHICH ALLOWS ACCESS TO THE ELEC-
TRONIC BID DOCUMENTS VIA BID VAULT AT https://bid-
vault.mn.uccs.com

All bids shall be accompanied by a bid bond for at least five 
percent (5%) of the amount of the bid.

No bidder may withdraw their bid (which shall include the 
bid bond) within 15 days of the scheduled bid submittal date of 
Wednesday, January 19, 2022.

The County Board reserves the right to reject any or all bids 
and to waive minor irregularities. The County Board will consider 
award of the contract at the February 1, 2022 County Board Meet-
ing contingent upon County Engineer & County Attorney review.

It is the County’s intent to begin construction the middle part 
of February and completed by middle part of August .

The County Board reserves the right to reject any or all bids 
& waive informalities.
Dated at Elk River Minnesota, this 20th day of December 2021.
Signed:
/s/ Bruce Messelt, Sherburne County, Minnesota

PUBLIC NOTICE
Sherburne County has designated its official website as https://
www.co.sherburne.mn.us/publicworks/index.php. Official publica-
tion of bids, requests for information, and requests for proposals 
will be done on the official website as an alternative means to dis-
seminate solicitations of transportation construction and mainte-
nance
projects.
(Published in the Patriot: 12/24/21; 12/31/21; 01/08/22).

MORE PUBLIC NOTICES to Page 4B

Jody (Sandt) Trovall
The gathering for Jody 

(Sandt) Trovall has been 
changed to 4:00 p.m. on 
Saturday, June 4, 2022 at 
Deron & Jody’s home at 
8475 116th St. SE, Clear 
Lake, MN. 

Arrangements have 
been entrusted to Williams 
Dingmann Family Funeral 
Home, Becker.
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763-262-1454
Becker, MN

763-452-2500
Big Lake, MN

320-743-2204
Clear Lake, MN

FUNERAL HOME • CREMATION SERVICES

www.williamsdingmann.com

FAMILY FUNERAL HOMES

SPONSORED BY:

8852 Cty Rd 23
Becker, MN 

Phone:
763.261.5656

Ralph du Monceaux, Owner
Free Loaners ~ Free Estimates 

~ Honest Work

763-261-5656
Ralph’s

Auto Body

• BECKER
Grace Lutheran Church (LCMS)
Pastor: David M. Johnson, 763-262-7782, 11185 27th Ave SE. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am, Sun. School 10:30am, Wed. J.U.M.P. 6pm.
Becker Baptist Church
Pastors: Nathan Bucher (Acting), Kevin Drehmel (Youth) & Amy Drehmel 
(Dir. Of Ministry), 763-261-4202, 11951 Hancock St. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship/Children 10:30am, Wed. Youth Group 6:30pm. 
www.beckerbaptist.org. 
Becker Evangelical Free Church
Pastors: Patrick Drury (Senior), Chris Salvevold (Youth), 763-261-4125, 
Becker High School, Office: 11373 150th Ave SE. Services: Sun. Worship/
Teaching/Fellowship 10am.
Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 12100 Sherburne Ave. Services: Sat. 
Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8:30am & 10:30am. Masses held 1st, 3rd & 5th Sun-
days of the month. (Masses held on 2nd & 4th Sundays in Big Lake).
Faith (Becker) Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Yolanda Denson-Byers & Vicar Molly Wills, 763-261-5751, 11755 
Sherburne Ave. Services: Sun. Worship 9:30 am, Sun. School 8:30am, 
Wed. Confirmation 5:30pm, Senior High Youth Group 1st & 3rd Wed. 6pm  
www.faithlutheran-becker.org.
Oakwood Community Church Assemblies of God
Pastors: Gerry Bass & Sarah, 763-220-6004, 13140 1st St (SW Corner of 
Becker Furniture World). Services: Sun. Bible Study/Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Snake River Free Church
Pastor: Steve Johnston, 612-219-8648, 180th St SE. Services: Sun. Worship/
Sun. School 10:30am., Hymn Sing is second Sun. of every month.
Becker Christian Center & Abundant Grace Church
Pastor: Ken Hanson, 763-262-2177, 15455 59th St SE. Services: Sun. Praise 
& Worship 9:30am, Wed. Family Fellowship 7pm.
Beacon House of Prayer
Pastors: Brian & Linda Holmes, 763-263-3771, 12264 Pleasant Ave. Ser-
vices: Thurs. Worship 6:30pm.
Free Grace United
Pastor: Kevin Wilson, 763-245-0001, Becker High School, 12000 Hancock 
St, Enter door 11. Services: Wed. Worship 6:30pm.

• BIG LAKE
Acts Seventh-Day Adventists Community Church
Pastor: Bill Nixon, 763-263-2287, 20455 187th Ave NW. Services: Sat. 
Worship 9am, Sat. Sabbath School 10:15am.
Bethany Bible Church
763-263-2167, 511 Eagle Lake Road. Services: Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Bridgeview Assembly of God
Pastor: Steve Royalty, 763-263-6274, 20500 County Road 11. Services: 
Sun. Worship 10am, Wed. Service 6:30pm.
SVEA Hill Covenant Church
Pastor: Don Bellach, 763-263-6322, 16392 235th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Cornerstone Baptist Church
Pastor: Gordon Langdon, 763-263-7878, 15300 County Road 35. 
Hope Lutheran Church (ELCA) in Orrock
763-263-7990. www.hopeintherefuge.weebly.com.
IFLESIA AMOR VIVIENTE Living Love Church
Pastores: Juan & Patricia Aguayo, 763-607-5403, 21 Lake St N. Services: 
Sat. 6pm.
Lord of Glory Lutheran Church
Pastor: Marty Mably, 763-263-3090, 15550 190th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
8am & 10am.
Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 440 Lake St N. Services: Sat. Mass 
5pm; Sun. 8:30am & 10:30am. Masses held on 2nd & 4th Sundays of the 
month (Masses held on 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays in Becker).
Riverside Church
Online: www.myrc.church, 763-263-2410, 20314 County Road 14. Ser-
vices: Sun 8:45am, 10:30am & 12:05pm.
Saron Lutheran Church
Pastor: Kyle Sidlo, 763-263-2209, 311 Lake St. S. Services: Sun. Worship 

9:30am, indoors or livestream.

• SANTIAGO
South Santiago Lutheran Church ELCA
Pastor: Daryl Thul, 763-662-2048, 14675 37th St. Services: Sun. 8am in 
Sanctury Worship, 10am in Sanctuary. Audio broadcast in parking lot for 
both services.
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church E.L.S. & Princeton Evangelical School
Pastor: Timothy Zenda, 763-662-2570, 18977 17th St. Services: Sun. 
School/Bible Class 10:30am, Divine Worship 9am.
Glendorado Lutheran (ELCA)
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Shari Routh, 920-573-0193, 1100 186th Ave NE. Services: Sun 
Good Shepherd 9am, Sun. Glendorado 10:30am.
Gethsemane Church (ELCA) – Ronneby
Pastor: Barbara Peterson, 320-983-5002, 14478 78th St. NE. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Glendorado Evangelical Country Church
Pastor: Sam Alfano, 763-662-2244, 16999 Glendorado Road NE. Services: 
Sun. School 9:30am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• CLEAR LAKE
Living Waters Church
Pastor: Mark Stahl, 320-292-0250, 7830 Church St. Services: Sun. Worship 
10am, Wed. Bible Study 6:30pm.
Trinity Lutheran Church Missouri Synod
Pastor: Josh Reber, 320-743-2919, 8641 Main Ave. Services: Sun. Worship 
8:45am, Sun. School 9:45am.
SHED Church - Non-Denomination in Palmer
Pastor: TBD, 320-241-0123, Palmer Town Hall, 4180 105th Ave. Services: 
Sun. 5pm.
St. Marcus Catholic Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-743-2481, 8701 Main Ave. Services: Sat. 
Confessions 4:15pm, Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. 8am.

• DUELM
St. Lawrence Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-968-7502, 10915 Duelm Road NE. Ser-
vices: Sun. Mass 10am, Tues. Mass 8am.

• CLEARWATER
Clearwater United Methodist Church
Pastor: Alison Hendley, 320-558-2581, 405 Main St. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9:30am.
Freedom Bible Church
605 Lime St. (Old Clearwater Post Office). Services: Sun. Bible Study 
9:30am & 6pm, Sun. Worship 10:45am, Wed. Bible Study 7pm.
Rejoice Lutheran Church – ELCA
Pastor: Jim Bump, 320-558-6851, 1155 County Road 75. Services: Sun. 
Worship 9:30am.
Church of St. Luke
Father: Dennis Backer, 320-558-2124, 17545 Huber Ave NW. Services: 
Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8am & 10am, Weekday Mass Tues.-Fri. 8am/
Sat. 9am.
Tri-County Alliance Church
Pastor: David Fogal, 320-558-2750, 8464 160th St NW. Services: Sun. 
School 9am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• SILVER CREEK
Immanuel Lutheran Church
Pastor: Ken Tatkenhorst, 763-878-2820, 11390 Elliot Ave NW. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am
Silver Creek Community Church
Pastor: Zach Pryor, 320-963-3957, 4282 114th St NW. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9am, Sun. Fellowship 10am, Sun. School 10:30am. 

RYAN HUBBARD
763-263-8334 

RESIDENTIAL  • COMMERCIAL - AGRICULTURAL

6715 125th Ave - Clear Lake, MN
320.743.2387 • Cell: 320.290.9843

Scott & Tonia Ulsby

KEN GEROUX CONSTRUCTION
C O R P O R A T I O N

Integrity • Excellence
Uncompromising Customer Satisfaction

Lic. #BC002757
Big Lake • 763-263-6878

Order Online!

Becker Pizza Depot
The Area’s Best Pizza -- Ask Anyone!

14281 Bank Street, Becker • 763-262-2700
www.BeckerPizzaDepot.com • Facebook: Pizza Depot

Pizza, Wings & More

290 EAGLE LAKE RD. N. BIG LAKE
763-263-3262 • WWW.CORNEROAKSDENTAL.COM

FAMILY & COSMETIC DENTISTRY

DR. REED DILL & 
DR. PETER KUEFLER

16455 122nd St Becker MN 55308

763-263-9471

Big Lake

 763-263-6350
parkdental.com
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24 
HOUR
Towing & recovery

19640 200th Ave., Big Lake

• Family Owned 
    & Operated
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    Heavy Duty  Towing 

• Lockouts 
• Jump Starts 
• Winch Recovery

www.bobstowingandrecovery.com

• BIG LAKE 
• ELK RIVER 
• MONTICELLO

Memorial 
Services will 
be at 5:00 
p.m., Friday, 
January 7, 
2022 at Wil-
liams Ding-
mann Family 
Funeral Home 
in Becker for 
Cheryl A. 
Schwarzkopf 
who passed 
away at her 
home on Sat-
urday, December 18, 2021 in 
Clear Lake. Burial will be at a 
later date at Becker Cemetery. 
Visitation will be one hour 
prior to the service at the fu-
neral home in Becker. 

Cheryl was born on April 
11, 1960 in Princeton to Gerald 
and Carol (Markley) Johnson. 
She was united in marriage to 
Harvey Schwarzkopf on April 
28, 1978 in Becker. Cheryl 
lived all of her life in the Clear 
Lake/Becker area, and she 
worked at Kasowski Farms as 
a secretary for 40 years. She 
enjoyed being outdoors, hunt-
ing, fishing, boating, snow-
mobiling, and ATV riding. 
Cheryl also enjoyed collecting 
bells, playing dice and horse 
shoes, and girl’s weekend. 
Most importantly, she loved 
spending time with her fam-

ily, whether 
it was family 
reunions or 
being with her 
grandchildren. 
Cheryl was 
loving, car-
ing, accepting 
of others, and 
an incredible 
woman who 
will be missed 
by all who 
knew her. 

Cheryl is 
survived by her husband, Har-
vey of Clear Lake; children, 
Jeremy Schwarzkopf (Alyssa 
West) of Clear Lake and April 
Schwarzkopf of Clear Lake; 
siblings, Kim (Clint) Peterson 
of Big Lake, Carlene (Ken) 
Stenberg of Monticello, Mike 
Johnson of Burnsville, Dan 
Johnson of Foley, Candy (Wil-
liam) Sherk of Milaca, and 
Kari Johnson (Jim Bialucha) 
of Sauk Center; and grand-
children, Leo Morford, Jayla 
Schwarzkopf, Ame Foth, and 
Jace Schwarzkopf. She was 
preceded in death by her par-
ents; and brother, Gary John-
son. 

Obituary, Guest Book, and 
Video Tribute available on-
line: www.williamsdingmann.
com

Cheryl A. Schwarzkopf, 61
Clear Lake, MN

April 11, 1960 – December 18, 2021

Baumgartner, Richard 
“Bud” Charles was born on 
August 17th, 1936. He was the 
second of seven children born 
to Mike and Roma Baumgart-
ner. 

As a youth, he attended 
various country schools in-
cluding Big Lake, Bailey Sta-
tion, and Becker. A hard and 
dedicated worker his entire 
life, at age 16 he began work-
ing construction type jobs. 
In 1958 Bud began his long 
and faithful career at Archer 
Daniels Midland-Fleischmans 
Malting Company. Here he 
was an integral part in making 
products for local breweries, 
and thus supplying beer to 
the country! While employed 
at Fleischmans, he formed 
many great relationships with 
co-workers and friends, some 
of which were family, and he 
grew very close to. On January 
29th, 1966, Bud was united in 
Marriage to Laurene (Rene) 
Lambert at Orrock Church. 
His lifelong soulmate, friend, 
and companion, they would 
raise two wonderful chil-
dren together. Richard Junior 
(Rick) and Kristine (Kris). 

Throughout the years, Bud 
and Rene owned and managed 

several bars and restaurants 
together. Always as a team, 
they worked together side by 
side and were an integral part 
of the community. In 1998, 
Bud retired from Fleischmans 
after an industrious 40-year ca-
reer. His remaining years were 
spent with friends and family 
and living out adventures. One 
of a kind, with a penchant for 
good times and adventures. 
Bud went skydiving at age 65! 
He loved fishing trips, family 
vacations, and spending time 
with his grandson Kody. A 
lifelong player of card games 
and Cribbage, he was always 
tough to beat at anything to do 
with cards.

A black Cowboy hat, sil-
ver belt buckle, pearl button-up 
shirt, and wing tipped boots, 
Bud was the most stylish man 
around! Bud is survived by 
wife, Laurene; children, Rick 
(Jenni) and Kris, and grandson 
Kody. Preceded in death by 
his parents, Mike and Roma; 
brother, Michael (Putsy), sis-
ter Julie and son-in-law, Loren 
Samuelson. Nephew, Todd 
Roger Lambert, and moth-
er-In-Law Arzella Lambert 
and father-In-Law, Clarence 
(Boots) Lambert; sister-in-
law, Judi Lambert; brother-in-
law, Roger Lambert. Visitation 
was held, December 29, 2021, 
3-7 PM Peterson-Grimsmo 
Chapel 250 E. Broadway 
Monticello, MN. And also 1 
hour prior to the funeral ser-
vice that was held Thursday, 
December 30, 2021, 11 AM 
also at the chapel.  Interment 
Orrock Cemetery Arr. Peter-
son-Grimsmo 763-295-2918 
www.petersongrimsmochapel.
com

Richard “Bud” C. Baumgartner, Age 85
Big Lake, MN 

August 17, 1936 – December 23, 2021

Mass of Christian Burial 
will be in April, 2022 for Mi-
chael “Mike” Schendzielos, 
age 83, who passed away Sun-
day at St. Otto’s Care Center 
in Little Falls. Arrangements 
have been entrusted to Wil-
liams Dingmann Family Fu-
neral Home, Clear Lake.

Michael Lee Schendzielos 
was born December 15, 1938 
in Duelm to Martin & Esther 
(Holter) Schendzielos. He 
married Carol Ann Beckers on 
June 29, 1957 at St. Anthony’s 
Catholic Church in St. Cloud 
and they were later divorced. 
He then married Liz Burk-
head on October 22, 2005 in 
Clear Lake. Mike was a mas-
ter mechanic and farmer for 
many years prior to owning/
operating M.L. Schendzielos 
& Son Excavating from 1976-
2001. He was a member of 
St. Marcus Catholic Church, 
Lions Club, and Sherburne 
County Fair Board. Mike en-
joyed collecting old cars and 
John Deere tractors, snowmo-
biling, traveling, farming, and 
flying his own plane. He was 
hard-working, generous, and 
had a good sense of humor.

Survivors include his 
wife, Liz of Clear Lake; son 

and daughter, Todd (Yvonne) 
of Clear Lake and Melanie 
Roisland (Gary Erickson) of 
Clear Lake; grandchildren, 
Michael (Julie), Christopher 
(Amanda), Parker (Kelly), 
Katlyn, Ashley, and Allison; 
and great grandchildren, Elle, 
Trace, Tarver, Claire, Boston, 
Lager, Lettie, Connor, Kali, 
and Walker; and sisters, San-
dra Larson of Clearwater and 
Mary Jane (Richard) Roering 
of Brooklyn Center. Mike was 
preceded in death by his par-
ents; and brothers, Jim, Pat, 
and Greg.

Obituary, Guest Book, and 
Video Tribute available on-
line: www.williamsdingmann.
com

Michael “Mike” L. Schendzielos, Age 83
Clear Lake, MN

December 15, 1938 – December 26, 2021

Mass of Christian Burial 
will be 10:30 a.m. Tuesday, 
January 11, 2022 at St. Marcus 
Catholic Church in Clear Lake 
for Judith “Judy” Storkamp, 
age 70, who was diagnosed 
with non-smokers lung cancer 
in October 2020 and passed 
away Christmas Eve at her 
home. Rev. Joseph Backowski 
will officiate and burial will be 
at the parish cemetery at a later 
date. Visitation will be from 
4-8 p.m. Monday, January 10, 
2022 at Williams Dingmann 
Family Funeral Home in Clear 
Lake and one hour prior to the 
services Tuesday at the church. 
Parish prayers will be at 5:00 
p.m. Monday at the funeral 
home. 

Judith Lyne was born on 
June 5, 1951 in St. Cloud to 
Clifford and Leona (Wipper) 
Goenner. Judy married Tim-
othy Storkamp on October 
15, 1977 at St. Marcus Cath-

olic Church 
in Clear Lake. 
She gradu-
ated from St. 
Cloud Vo-
cational and 
worked for 
Brown Boveri 
from 1974-
1983. In 1985, 
Judy joined 
the IT depart-
ment at St. 
Cloud State 
University, fi-
nally retiring in June 2011. 

Judy was the heart of her 
extended family. Her love of 
life was apparent in all that 
she did. To meet Judy was an 
experience that left a lasting 
impression. Whether it was the 
weekly Saturday get togethers 
or the holiday celebrations; all 
were welcome and the laughs 
were plentiful.  Her laugh 
would carry across a crowded 

room and 
started deep 
in her belly. 
Family was 
held so close, 
and friends 
soon became 
family. 

J u d y 
worked hard 
but had an un-
canny ability 
to make work 
fun. She loved 
being in the 

country, working in her gar-
dens, watching birds and other 
wildlife, riding horses, cross-
word puzzles, fishing and trav-
eling. Judy was always up for 
a great adventure, fun shenan-
igans, and being the number 
one fan at all her grandkids’ 
events. 

Judy brought so much joy, 
exuded such strength, was the 
eternal optimist, and fiercely 

independent. She was the most 
genuine person. 

Judy’s body lost the battle 
with cancer, but her spirit and 
memory live on in each person 
who was lucky enough to have 
known her. 

Survivors include her 
daughters, Nicky (Mike) Folk-
erts of St. Joseph and Tracy 
(Brian) Zinken of Becker; 
grandchildren, Zander and 
Lily Folkerts of St. Joseph 
and Lila and Brody Zinken of 
Becker; brothers and sisters, 
Leon (Julie) Goenner of Foley, 
Doreen (Terry) Dumonceaux 
of Foley, Bonnie (Duane) 
Gohman of Clear Lake, and 
Lisa (Mike) Nielson of Cedar. 
Judy was preceded in death by 
her parents and husband, Tim 
in 2015. 

Obituary, Guest Book, and 
Video Tribute available on-
line: www.williamsdingmann.
com

Judith “Judy” L. Storkamp, Age 70
St. Cloud, MN

June 5, 1951 – December 24, 2021
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Public Notices
NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 

FORECLOSURE SALE
Date: November 18, 2021
YOU ARE NOTIFIED THAT:
1. Default has occurred in the 

conditions of that certain 
mortgage that was executed 
by and among Elizabeth 
Nelson and Chad Nelson, 
as mortgagors, and Granite 
Community Bank, as mort-
gagee, which mortgage is 
dated May 15, 2019 and 
was recorded on May 16, 
2019, as document number 
871974, with the Office of 
the County Recorder in and 
for Sherburne County, Min-
nesota.

2. The mortgage has been as-
signed as follows: n/a  

3. The original principal 
amount secured by the mort-
gage was: $138,400.00.

4. No action or proceeding at 
law is now pending to re-
cover the debt secured by 
the mortgage, or any part 
thereof.

5. The holder of the mortgage 
has complied with all con-
ditions precedent to acceler-
ation of the debt secured by 
the mortgage and foreclosure 
of the mortgage and all no-
tice and other requirements 
of applicable statutes.  

6. As of the date of this notice, 
the amount due on the mort-
gage, and taxes, if any, paid 
by the holder of the mort-
gage is: $132,837.00.

7. Pursuant to the power of sale 
in the mortgage, the mort-
gage will be foreclosed on 
the land described as follows: 
Lot 7, Block 2, Parkside, 

Sherburne County, Minnesota
Street Address: 7633 Church 
Street, Clear Lake, Minnesota 
55319
Tax Parcel Identification Number: 
70-415-0235

and will be sold by the Sher-
iff of Sherburne County, 
Minnesota at public auction 
on Wednesday, January 12, 
2022, at 10:00 o’clock a.m., 
at the Office of the Sher-
burne County Sheriff, Sher-
burne County Government 
Center, 13880 Business 
Center Drive NW, Elk River, 
Minnesota 55330.  

8. The time allowed by law for 
redemption of mortgagors or 
mortgagors’ personal  
representatives or assigns is 
six (6) months after the date 
of sale. 

9. The date on or before which 
the mortgagors must vacate 
the property if the mortgage 
is not reinstated under Minn. 
Stat. § 580.30 or the prop-
erty is not redeemed under 
Minn. Stat. § 580.23 is July 
12, 2022, at 11:59 p.m.  If 
the foregoing date is a Satur-
day, Sunday, or legal holiday, 
then the date to vacate is the 
next business day at 11:59 
p.m. 

10. THE TIME ALLOWED BY 
LAW FOR REDEMPTION 
BY THE MORTGAGORS 
OR THE MORTGAGORS’ 
PERSONAL REPRESEN-
TATIVES OR ASSIGNS 
MAY BE REDUCED TO 
FIVE WEEKS IF A JU-
DICIAL ORDER IS EN-
TERED UNDER MINN. 
STAT. § 582.032 DETER-
MINING, AMONG OTHER 
THINGS, THAT THE 
MORTGAGED PREMISES 
ARE IMPROVED WITH A 
RESIDENTIAL DWELL-
ING OF LESS THAN FIVE 
UNITS, ARE NOT PROP-
ERTY USED IN AGRICUL-
TURAL PRODUCTION, 
AND ARE ABANDONED.  

THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO 
COLLECT A DEBT, AND ANY 
INFORMATION OBTAINED 
WILL BE USED FOR THAT 

PURPOSE.
Granite Community Bank, Mort-
gagee 
LATHROP GPM LLP  
By:  /s/ Andrew J. Steil  
Andrew J. Steil #387048  
1010 West St. Germain Street  
Suite 500    
St. Cloud, MN 56301   
(320) 252-4414
Attorneys for Granite Community 
Bank  
(Published in the Patriot: 
11/27/21; 12/04/21; 12/11/21; 
12/18/21; 12/24/21; 12/31/21).
___________________________

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

Date: December 1, 2021
YOU ARE NOTIFIED THAT:
1. Default has occurred in the 

conditions of that certain 
mortgage that was exe-
cuted by and between Paul 
J. McMahon, mortgagor, 
and Sherburne State Bank, 
12500 Sherburne Avenue, 
P.O. Box 428, Becker, Min-
nesota 55308, mortgagee, 
dated July 13, 2016 and 
filed for record on July 15, 
2016, as document number 
823367, with the Office of 
the County Recorder in and 
for Sherburne County, Min-
nesota.

2. The mortgage has been as-
signed as follows: n/a  

3. The original principal 
amount secured by the mort-
gage was: $25,000.00.

4. No action or proceeding at 
law is now pending to re-
cover the debt secured by 
the mortgage, or any part 
thereof.

5. The holder of the mortgage 
has complied with all con-
ditions precedent to acceler-
ation of the debt secured by 
the mortgage and foreclosure 
of the mortgage and all no-

tice and other requirements 
of applicable statutes.  

6. As of the date of this notice, 
the amount due on the mort-
gage, and taxes, if any, paid 
by the holder of the mort-
gage is: $26,531.78.

7. Pursuant to the power of 
sale in the mortgage, the 
mortgage will be foreclosed 
on the land described as fol-
lows:
Lots 13 and 14, Cedar 

Cove, Sherburne County, Min-
nesota.
Street Address: 7087 - 100th Av-
enue SE, Clear Lake, Minnesota 
55319
Tax Parcel Identification Number: 
20-403-0130

and will be sold by the Sher-
iff of Sherburne County, 
Minnesota at public auction 
on Wednesday, January 26, 
2022, at 10:00 o’clock a.m., 
at the Office of the Sher-
burne County Sheriff, Sher-
burne County Government 
Center, 13880 Business 
Center Drive NW, Elk River, 
Minnesota 55330.  

8. The time allowed by law for 
redemption of mortgagor or 
mortgagor’s personal  
representatives or assigns is 
six (6) months after the date 
of sale.  

9. The date on or before which 
the mortgagor must vacate 
the property if the mortgage 
is not reinstated under Minn. 
Stat. § 580.30 or the prop-
erty is not redeemed under 
Minn. Stat. § 580.23 is July 
26, 2022 at 11:59 p.m.  If the 
foregoing date is a Saturday, 
Sunday, or legal holiday, 
then the date to vacate is the 
next business day at 11:59 
p.m. 

10. THE TIME ALLOWED BY 
LAW FOR REDEMPTION 
BY THE MORTGAGOR 
OR THE MORTGAGOR’S 
PERSONAL REPRESEN-
TATIVES OR ASSIGNS 
MAY BE REDUCED TO 
FIVE WEEKS IF A JU-
DICIAL ORDER IS EN-
TERED UNDER MINN. 
STAT. § 582.032 DETER-
MINING, AMONG OTHER 
THINGS, THAT THE 
MORTGAGED PREMISES 
ARE IMPROVED WITH A 
RESIDENTIAL DWELL-
ING OF LESS THAN FIVE 
UNITS, ARE NOT PROP-
ERTY USED IN AGRICUL-
TURAL PRODUCTION, 
AND ARE ABANDONED.

THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO 
COLLECT A DEBT, AND ANY 
INFORMATION OBTAINED 
WILL BE USED FOR THAT 

PURPOSE.
Sherburne State Bank, Mortgagee 
LATHROP GPM LLP
By:  /s/ Andrew J. Steil
Andrew J. Steil #387048
1010 West St. Germain Street
Suite 500
St. Cloud, MN 56301
 (320) 252-4414
Attorneys for Sherburne State 
Bank  
(Published in the Patriot: 
12/04/21; 12/11/21; 12/18/21; 
12/24/21; 12/31/21; 01/08/22).
___________________________

Office of the Minnesota 
Secretary of State

Certificate of Assumed Name
Minnesota Statutes, 

Chapter 333
The filing of an assumed 

name does not provide a user with 
exclusive rights to that name. The 
filing is required for consumer 
protection in order to enable cus-
tomers to be able to identify the 
true owner of a business.
ASSUMED NAME: On The 
House Brand Co.
PRINCIPAL PLACE OF BUSI-
NESS: 1607 S. 12th Street Princ-
eton MN 55371 United States
NAMEHOLDER(S):
Name: 
United States Distilled
Products Co.
Address: 
1607 S 12th Street Princeton MN 
55371 United States

If you submit an attachment, it 
will be incorporated into this doc-
ument. If the attachment conflicts 
with the information specifically 
set forth in this document, this 
document supersedes the data ref-
erenced in the attachment.

By typing my name, I, the un-
dersigned, certify that I am sign-
ing this document as the person 
whose signature is required, or 
as agent of the person(s) whose 
signature would be required who 
has authorized me to sign this 
document on his/her behalf, or in 
both capacities. I further certify 
that I have completed all required 
fields, and that the information in 
this document is true and correct 
and in compliance with the appli-
cable chapter of Minnesota Stat-
utes. I understand that by signing 
this document I am subject to the 
penalties of perjury as set forth in 
Section 609.48 as if I had signed 
this document under oath.
SIGNED BY: Patricia Pelzer
MAILING ADDRESS: None Pro-
vided
EMAIL FOR OFFICIAL NO-
TICES: govtregs@usdp.com
Work Item: 1279531200025
Original File Number: 
1279531200025
STATE OF MINNESOTA
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 
OF STATE
FILED
12/17/2021
11:59 PM
/s/ Steve Simon
Secretary of State
(Published in the Patriot: 
12/24/21; 12/31/21).
___________________________

Office of the Minnesota 
Secretary of State

Certificate of Assumed Name
Minnesota Statutes, 

Chapter 333
The filing of an assumed 

name does not provide a user with 
exclusive rights to that name. The 
filing is required for consumer 
protection in order to enable cus-
tomers to be able to identify the 
true owner of a business.
ASSUMED NAME: Leroux & 
Co.
PRINCIPAL PLACE OF BUSI-
NESS: 1607 S. 12th Street Princ-
eton MN 55371 United States
NAMEHOLDER(S):
Name: 
United States Distilled
Products Co.
Address: 
1607 S 12th Street Princeton MN 
55371 United States

If you submit an attachment, it 
will be incorporated into this doc-
ument. If the attachment conflicts 
with the information specifically 
set forth in this document, this 
document supersedes the data ref-
erenced in the attachment.

By typing my name, I, the un-
dersigned, certify that I am sign-
ing this document as the person 
whose signature is required, or 
as agent of the person(s) whose 
signature would be required who 
has authorized me to sign this 
document on his/her behalf, or in 
both capacities. I further certify 
that I have completed all required 
fields, and that the information in 
this document is true and correct 
and in compliance with the appli-
cable chapter of Minnesota Stat-
utes. I understand that by signing 
this document I am subject to the 
penalties of perjury as set forth in 
Section 609.48 as if I had signed 
this document under oath.
SIGNED BY: Patricia Pelzer
MAILING ADDRESS: None Pro-
vided
EMAIL FOR OFFICIAL NO-
TICES: govtregs@usdp.com
Work Item: 1279520100029
Original File Number: 
1279520100029
STATE OF MINNESOTA
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 
OF STATE
FILED
12/17/2021
11:59 PM
/s/ Steve Simon
Secretary of State
(Published in the Patriot: 
12/24/21; 12/31/21).
___________________________

Office of the Minnesota 
Secretary of State

Certificate of Assumed Name
Minnesota Statutes, 

Chapter 333
The filing of an assumed 

name does not provide a user with 
exclusive rights to that name. The 
filing is required for consumer 
protection in order to enable cus-
tomers to be able to identify the 
true owner of a business.
ASSUMED NAME: Pleasant 
Hills Country Concepts
PRINCIPAL PLACE OF BUSI-
NESS: 15462 107th St Becker 
MN 55308 USA
NAMEHOLDER(S):
Name: 
Shaylene Otteson
Address: 
15462 107th St Becker MN 
55308 USA

If you submit an attachment, it 
will be incorporated into this doc-
ument. If the attachment conflicts 
with the information specifically 
set forth in this document, this 
document supersedes the data ref-
erenced in the attachment.

By typing my name, I, the un-
dersigned, certify that I am sign-
ing this document as the person 
whose signature is required, or 
as agent of the person(s) whose 
signature would be required who 
has authorized me to sign this 
document on his/her behalf, or in 
both capacities. I further certify 
that I have completed all required 
fields, and that the information in 
this document is true and correct 
and in compliance with the appli-
cable chapter of Minnesota Stat-
utes. I understand that by signing 
this document I am subject to the 
penalties of perjury as set forth in 
Section 609.48 as if I had signed 
this document under oath.
SIGNED BY: Shaylene Otteson
MAILING ADDRESS: None Pro-
vided
EMAIL FOR OFFICIAL NO-
TICES: Excluded
Work Item: 1276173900035
Original File Number: 
1276173900035
STATE OF MINNESOTA
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 
OF STATE
FILED
12/21/2021
11:59 PM
/s/ Steve Simon
Secretary of State
(Published in the Patriot: 
12/31/21; 01/08/22).
___________________________

STATE OF MINNESOTA
DISTRICT COURT

COUNTY OF SHERBURNE
TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
Court File No.: 71-PR-21-182
Case Type: Probate
In Re: Estate of 
Daniel R. Braunwarth,
Decedent (Deceased Person).

Notice and Order for Hear-
ing on Petition for Formal 
Adjudication of Intestacy, De-
termination of Heirship, and 
Appointment of Personal Repre 
sentative and Notice to  Credi-
tors 

It is ordered and notice is 
given that on January 27, 2022 at 
3:00 p.m. a hearing will be held. 
Hearing will be held via Zoom and 
appearance shall be by video and 
audio unless otherwise directed, 

see below for instructions, for the 
formal adjudication of intestacy 
and determination of heirship of 
the Decedent, and for the appoint-
ment of:

Anna Hunt
4190 Vinewood Lane Suite 

111-577, Plymouth, MN 55442 
as Personal Representative of the 
Estate of the Decedent in: an un-
supervised administration.

Hearing Information 
To join by internet:
1.  Type https://zoomgov.com/join
2. Enter the Meeting ID and 
Meeting Passcode (if asked):
3.  Update your name by clicking 
on your profile picture. If you are 
representing a party, add your role 
to your name, for example, John 
Smith, Attorney for Defendant.
4.  Click the Join Audio icon in 
the lower left-hand corner of your 
screen.
To join by telephone (if you are 
unable to join by internet):
1.  Call Toll-Free: 1-833-568-8864
2.  Enter the Meeting ID and 
Meeting Passcode.

Any objections to the peti-
tion should be filed with the Court 
prior to or raised at the hearing. 
NOTE: You will need to pay a 
filing fee when you file the objec-
tion. If you cannot afford the fee, 
you can ask for a fee waiver (see 
http://mncourts.gov/GetFonns.as-
px?c=l 9&p=69). 

If proper and if no objections 
are filed or raised, the personal 
representative will be appointed 
with full power to administer the 
Estate including the power to 
collect all assets, to pay all legal 
debts, claims, taxes and expenses, 
to sell real and personal property, 
and to do all necessary acts for the 
Estate. 

Notice is also given that (sub-
ject to Minn. Stat. § 524.3- 801) all 
creditors having claims against the 
Estate are required to present the 
claims to the personal representa-
tive or to the Court Administrator 
within four (4) months after the 
date of this Notice, or the claims 
will be barred.
Dated: 12/01/2021
/s/ Patricia A. Kuka,
Sherburne Court Administrator
(Published in the Patriot: 
12/24/21; 12/31/21).
___________________________

STATE OF MINNESOTA
DISTRICT COURT

COUNTY OF SHERBURNE
TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

FAMILY COURT DIVISION
Court File No.: 71-PR-21-195
Case Type: Probate
In Re: Estate of 
Juanita M. Laskowski,
Decedent.

ORDER AND NOTICE OF 
HEARING ON PETITION FOR 
FORMAL ADJUDICATION 
OF INTESTACY, DETERMI-
NATION OF HEIRS, AND AP-
POINTMENT OF PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVE 

TO ALL INTERESTED 
PERSONS AND CREDITORS:

It is Ordered and Notice is 
hereby given that on the 24th day 
of February, 2022 at 3:00 p.m., a 
REMOTE hearing will be held in 
the above named Court, for the 
formal adjudication of intestacy, 
determination of heirs, and for 
the appointment of James R. Las-
kowski, whose address is 12724 
316 1/2 Avenue, Princeton, MN 
55371 as personal representative 
of the estate of the above named 
decedent in unsupervised admin-
istration, and that any objections 
thereto must be filed with the 
Court. That if proper, and no ob-
jections are filed, said personal 
representative will be appointed to 
administer the estate, to collect all 
assets, pay all legal debts, claims, 
taxes and expenses, and sell real 
and personal property, and do all 
necessary acts for the estate. Upon 
completion of the administration, 
the representative shall file a final 
account for the allowance and shall 
distribute the estate to the persons 
thereunto entitled as ordered by 
the Court, and close the estate. 

Notice is further given that 
ALL CREDITORS having claims 
against said estate are required to 
present the same to said personal 
representative or to the Clerk of 
the Court within four months 
after the date of this notice or said 
claims will be barred.
Dated: 12/23/2021
/s/ Patricia A. Kuka,
Sherburne Court Administrator
April A. Lindstrom (ID#0386599)
Attorney at Law
545 Highway 23 East, Suite 203
P.O. Box 2
Milaca, MN 56353
320-774-1900
(Published in the Patriot: 
12/31/21; 01/08/22).
___________________________

STATE OF MINNESOTA
DISTRICT COURT

COUNTY OF SHERBURNE
TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

PROBATE DIVISION
Court File No.: 71-PR-21-178
Case Type: Probate
In Re: Estate of 
Lucille L. Hensel,
Decedent.

NOTICE AND ORDER OF 
HEARING ON PETITION FOR 
PROBATE OF WILL AND AP-
POINTMENT OF PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES AND 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

TO ALL INTERESTED 
PERSONS AND CREDITORS:

It is Ordered and Notice is 
given that on February 24, 2022 at 
3:00 p.m., a hearing will be held 
in this Court at Sherburne County 
Government Center, 13880 Busi-
ness Center Drive, Elk River, 
MN 55330, Minnesota, for the 
formal probate of an instrument 
purporting to be the Will of the 
Decedent dated, March 8, 2016, 
and (“Will”), and for the appoint-
ment of Gerald J. Hensel, whose 
address is 15431 Cree Street NW, 

Andover, MN 55304 and Lori L. 
Nistler, whose address is 32781 
Cullen Court, Breezy Point, MN 
56472 as Personal Representatives 
of the Estate of the Decedent in an 
UNSUPERVISED administration. 
Any objections to the petition must 
be filed with the Court prior to or 
raised at the hearing. If proper and 
if no objections are filed or raised, 
the Personal Representatives will 
be appointed with full power to 
administer the Estate including the 
power to collect all assets, to pay 
all legal debts, claims, taxes and 
expenses, to sell real and personal 
property, and to do all necessary 
acts for the Estate. This hearing 
shall be held remotely. Contact 
Court Administration for appear-
ance instructions 

Notice is also given that (sub-
ject to Minnesota Statutes section 
524.3-801) all creditors having 
claims against the Estate are re-
quired to present the claims to the 
Personal Representative or to the 
Court Administrator within four 
months after the date of this Notice 
or the claims will be barred. 

A charitable beneficiary may 
request notice of the probate pro-
ceedings be given to the Attorney 
General pursuant to Minnesota 
Statutes section 501B.41, subdi-
vision 5.
Dated: 12/14/2021
/s/ Pat Kuka,
Court Administrator
Attorney for Petitioners
Hans K. Carlson #134053
Costello, Carlson & Butzon, LLP
603 Second Street
Jackson, MN 56143
Telephone: (507) 847-4200
FAX: (507) 847-3028
Email: jackson@swmnlaw.com
(Published in the Patriot: 
12/31/21; 01/08/22).
___________________________

NOTICE OF DISSOLUTION  
TO CREDITORS AND 

CLAIMANTS VIA PUBLI-
CATION PURSUANT TO 
MINNESOTA STATUTES 

SECTION 322C.0714
Re: Notice of Dissolution of 
Princeton Fitness, LLC 

Please note that Princeton 
Fitness, LLC (the “Company”) 
has dissolved and is in the pro-
cess of winding up its affairs. The 
Company filed a notice of disso-
lution with the Secretary of State 
of Minnesota on the 17th day of 
December, 2021.

Written claims of creditors or 
claimants against the Company 
must be presented to the Company 
at the following address:

1100 Crystal Drive
Princeton, MN 55371
All written claims must be 

received by the Company within 
5 years of the date of this publi-
cation.
Princeton Fitness, LLC
By: /s/ Jeffrey Hammer
Its: General Manager
(Published in the Patriot: 
12/31/21).
___________________________

Forclosures

Assumed Names

Probates

Dissolutions
To Creditors

City Public Notices

Public Notice
Notice is hereby given that the Regular Clearwater Town 

Board Meetings will be held the 2nd Wednesday of the month, un-
less noted, at 7:30 p.m., at the Clearwater Township Hall, 15015 
State Hwy 24, Clearwater MN  55320.  

Dates:
January 18 (Tuesday)

February 9
Annual Meeting March 8

March 9
April 13
May 11
June 8
July 13

August 10
September 14

October 12
November 9
December 14

(Published in the Patriot: 12/31/21).

ORDINANCE # 249, 2nd Series
AN ORDINANCE REVISING SECTION 2.19 

OF CHAPTER 2
IN CITY CODE PROVIDING FOR FEES RELATED TO 

MISCELLANEOUS FEES, UTILITY RELATED FEES AND 
CHARGES FOR SERVICES.

The following official summary of the ordinance referred to 
has been approved by the City Council of Becker as clearly inform-
ing the public of the intent and effect of the amendments.

Chapter 2, Administration and General Government
Section 2.19 REVENUE AND FINANCE

Subd. 2. Fees Relating to Licensing, Administrative Citations, 
Miscellaneous, Property, Utilities and Services.

C. Miscellaneous Fees
E. Utility Related Fees
F. Charges for Services
This ordinance revises the City Fee Schedule in the City of 

Becker Code Book to increase assessment search charges, incorpo-
rate water base rate charges into monthly service charge fees and 
increase water and sewer rate charges for 2022.

A printed copy of the entire ordinance is available for inspec-
tion by any person at City Hall any Monday through Friday be-
tween the hours of 8: 00 a. m. and 4:30 p. m.

This document hereby is made a part of this ordinance and is 
attached hereto.
/s/ Tracy Bertram, Mayor
ATTEST:
/s/ Julie Blesi, City Clerk
(Published in the Patriot: 12/31/21).

Township Public Notices

Sherburne County Public Notices

Rum River One Watershed One Plan Public Hearing
NOTICE is hereby given that the Rum River Comprehensive 

Watershed Plan Policy Committee (Aitkin County, Aitkin Conser-
vation District, Anoka Conservation District [CD], Benton County, 
Benton SWCD, Crow Wing County, Crow Wing SWCD, Isanti 
County, Isanti SWCD, Kanabec County, Kanabec SWCD, Lower 
Rum River WMO, Mille Lacs County, Mille Lacs SWCD, Morrison 
SWCD, Sherburne County, Sherburne SWCD, Upper Rum River 
WHO) is hosting a Public Hearing on the draft Rum River Com-
prehensive Water Management Plan.  This hearing will be held at 
6:30 PM on Monday, January 10, 2021.  The hearing will take place 
virtually using the Zoom application.

All persons are invited to attend the hearing and submit com-
ments, written or verbal, that will become part of the official public 
hearing record. These comments will be considered when making 
final revisions to the Plan. 

You can participate in the virtual Public Hearing with the online 
ZOOM application and/or by phone.  Details on participation can 
be found online at: https://www.millelacsswcd.org/rum-river-one-
watershed-one-plan/

A copy of the DRAFT plan is available at: https://www.mille-
lacsswcd.org/rum-river-one-watershed-one-plan/
(Published in the Patriot: 12/24/21; 12/31/21).

DEADLINES
Notices & Legals

WEDNESDAYS
AT NOON
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