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CONGRATULATIONS TO ELLIE 
WENNER as she signed a Letter of 
Intent to play Women’s Volleyball 
at the College of St. Scholastica 
next year! BHS is proud of all that 
Ellie has accomplished as a Becker 
Bulldog and wish her the best of 
luck next year. (Submitted Photo).

News & 
Advertising
Deadlines
NEWS DEADLINES

With the newspaper wrap up 
occurring Wednesday evening, all 
news items submitted to run that 
Saturday must reach our office by 

Wednesday morning by 11 a.m.

SPORTS DEADLINES
Coaches and assistants are 

expected to contact our sports 
writers by Wednesday morning, 
11 a.m. at the latest to have their 

information included in that 
week’s publication.

CLASSIFIEDS DEADLINES
Information for classifieds need to 
be submitted to our staff by noon 
Wednesday to be included in that 

week’s publication of the PATRIOT.

Contact Us
LEGALS/CLASSIFIEDS/OBITS

Call 763-275-0275 
or email Kathy @ 

legals.kathy@patriotnewsmn.com

SPORTS STORIES
Call 763-275-0275 or email Bill @
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

ADVERTISING
Call 763-275-0275 

or email Mary, Carol or Heidi @ 
sales.carol@patriotnewsmn.com

WEBSITE
Check out each week’s content 

@ our website: 
www.patriotnewsmn.com

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Call 763-275-0275 

or email Bill @
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

763-275-0275

Inside
CLEARWATER NEWS

Music in the Park returns to 
Clearwater for 2021 on May 

28! See the story from Penny 
Leuthard on page 3. 

 
RECIPES

The Patriot will be running weekly 
recipes from local chefs, cooks 
and food preparers. See yummy 

recipes on page 6.

BECKER NEWS
Brigita Fiske of Becker earned a 

Graduate Oral Presentation Award 
through SCSU last month. See the 

story on page 2. 
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PICK UP A COPY 
OF THE PATRIOT AT 

THE FOLLOWING 
LOCATIONS:
CLEARWATER: 

Coborn’s; 
SANTIAGO: 

General Store;
PALMER: 

General Store;  
BECKER: 

Food Pride, 
BIG LAKE: 
Coborn’s;

PATRIOT office

We are now 
in Palmer!

By Penny Leuthard
Contributing Writer

Just in time for Moth-
er’s Day, the Clearwa-
ter American Legion was 
blooming with all kinds of 
colorful plants right outside 
its front door.

The occasion was the 
Clearwater American Le-
gion Riders’ Mother’s Day 
Plant Sale, an annual event 
for around 10 years. The 
first sale originally featured 
30 hanging baskets for the 
community to choose from. 
As the sale proved popu-
lar, the group moved up 
to offering 50 plants, and 
now for the past four years, 
100 baskets of plants have 
been available for purchase. 
The beautiful containers of 
flowering plants always sell 

out quickly within a couple 
of hours.

This year’s event once 
again drew a large crowd. 
People milled around ad-
miring the amazing variety 
of high-quality plants that 
were on display, trying to 
narrow down which one, 
or ones, they were going to 
take home.

“I can’t believe how 
the Clearwater community 
came together and helped 
out the Clearwater Amer-
ican Legion Riders again 
this year,” said ALR Mem-
ber Audra Pederson. “We 
started out with 100 plants, 
and in 30 minutes we were 
down to five.” 

The money raised from 
the plant sale helps the Le-

Legion Riders’ 
annual plant 
sale raises 
money for vets

COMMUNITY MEMBERS TRY TO DECIDE which of the many varieties of plants to take home with them during the Clear-
water Legion Riders’ annual plant sale. (Submitted Photo)RIDERS to page 2

Submitted Article

(Editor’s Note: The 
following article was sub-
mitted by the Big Lake 
Chamber of Commerce).

 “It was fun to see 
the winner of our bike get 
so excited that he rode it 
around the high school 
parking lot before they 
went home,” exclaimed 
Tim Suchy of Edward 
Jones who sponsored the 
bike at Big Lake Commu-
nity Fair on May 8th.

Over 250 people at-
tended the Fair with 30 
businesses, non-profit or-

ganizations, gov-
ernmental units 
and local state 
legislators pro-
viding informa-
tion about their 
products and 
services.  Rep-
tile SideShow 
d e m o n s t r a t e d 
their animals.  
Eleven vendors 
of the Farmers 
Market were out-
side along with 
Coborn’s giv-
ing away food 
samples.  Big 
Lake Ambassa-

dors interviewed the 
inside vendors with 
the recording help of 
Sherburne Wright TV, 
which will be avail-
able on the Chamber 
website and the local 
cable station.

Additional bikes 
were given away by 
sponsors State Farm-
Cory Laugen and The 
Wave Youth Center.  
Door prizes from City 
of Big Lake, Majes-
tic Creations, Minnco 
Credit Union, Patriot 
News and State Sen-
ator Mary Kiffmeyer 

were given away.
The Chamber thanks 

the sponsors of the Fair: 
Connexus Energy, Min-
nco Credit Union, Monti-
cello Times/Shopper, Old 
National Bank, Patriot 
News, Realty Group-
Carla Swanson, RE/MAX 
Results-Cindy Lemm and 
Sovran. Proceeds will go 
to Big Lake High School 
Scholarships.

See page 10 for more 
photo fun from the fair!

Big Lake Community Fair fun

THE BIG LAKE SPUD FEST AMBASSADORS showed off 
their spunk as they manned the Spud Fest booth at the 
fair. (Submitted Photo)

By Mark Kolbinger
Contributing Writer

The Clear Lake 
township board held 
its May meeting Tues-
day evening in front 
of a packed house, 
as approximately 20 
residents from the 
Sherwood Shores de-
velopment came to the 
meeting to hear an up-
date on plans for road 
construction scheduled 
for this summer.

Chairman Gary 
Gray addressed the 
crowd by having Town-
ship Attorney Michael 
Couri speak about MN 
State statutes and how 
they apply to the con-
struction of roadways, 
right of way issues and 
general best practices 
for townships.

Couri explained 
that because the road-

way within the devel-
opment is platted, state 
law gives the township 
board the ultimate au-
thority to determine 
road dimensions, con-
struction materials and 
overall plans for the 
construction and main-
tenance of the driving 
surface all the way 

through the edges of 
the township held right 
of ways.

He also noted that 
his firm represents 
hundreds of townships 
within the state and the 
vast majority assess res-
idents for road upgrades 

Clear Lake Twp. hosts 
packed house Tuesday for 
Sherwood Shores update

CLEAR LAKE TOWNSHIP ATTORNEY MICHAEL COURI (left) ex-
plained the road construction process as Supervisor Bud Stimmler 
listened (Patriot photo by Mark Kolbinger).

By Katherine Cantin
Staff Writer
Reporter.Katie@PatriotNewsMN.com

Alex Meidt is a Becker 
graduate who will be start-
ing a new job this week at 
SpaceX in California. 

Education
Meidt was born to Al-

lison and Chris Meidt in St. 
Cloud, but moved around 
quite a bit when he was 
growing up. He lived for a 
time in Minnesota, Virginia, 
and Wisconsin and ultimately 
moved to Becker to finish his 
last two years of high school, 
graduating in 2016. 

“Moving around early in 
my childhood made it a lot 
easier to adapt to coming into 
college as well as interning at 
places I’ve never been before 
with people I’ve never met 
before,” said Meidt. “Change 
and feeling uncomfortable is 
good, it’s through these ex-
periences that we grow and ALEX MEIDT will be starting his job at Starlink this 

week. (Submitted photo.)

Becker grad lands job 
at SpaceX, Starlink

TWP. to page 2 MEIDT to page 2
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LIVE MUSIC ON SATURDAYS 
‘TIL 2AM

SINGING TONY SATURDAY MAY 
22nd 9PM

16496 149th St., SE
Big Lake, MN 55309

763-262-6508

11AM-2PM11AM-2PM

Kids Movie Night!
Premiering: Cool Runnings
Thurs. May 27th, 2021

5pm-8pm, Movie at 6:30
Pizza Buffet and movie

$7.95 Kids
$10.00 Adults

See Bob & Judy for all your landscape needs.
Trees, shrubs, perennials, decorative rock,

mulch,  black dirt & much more!
18366 CR 14, Big Lake

NNOOWW  OOPPEENN!!
OPEN: Mon - Sat (9am - 6pm), Sun (10am-5pm)

Directions: From Big Lake —1 1/2 mi. S of Hwy. 10 on Co. Rd. 
43 From Monticello —3 mi. E of Hwy. 25 on Co. Rd. 14 

763-263-1171 or 763-370-3546 

Enjoy your holiday weekend! 
Remember, we live in the land of the free, because of the brave.
Mon • Sat (9am - 6pm), Sun (10am-5pm)

WE ARE 
OPEN!

See Bob & Judy for all your landscape needs.
Trees, shrubs, perennials, decorative rock,

mulch,  black dirt & much more!
18366 CR 14, Big Lake

NNOOWW  OOPPEENN!!
OPEN: Mon - Sat (9am - 6pm), Sun (10am-5pm)

Directions: From Big Lake —1 1/2 mi. S of Hwy. 10 on Co. Rd. 
43 From Monticello —3 mi. E of Hwy. 25 on Co. Rd. 14 

763-263-1171 or 763-370-3546 

For all your landscaping needs. Shrubs, perennials, 
decorative rock, mulch, black dirt, annuals, hang-

ing baskets, garden plants & much more!
18366 CR 14, Big Lake

OPEN 
MEMORIAL 

DAY!
10-5

REMARK AT THE 

PARK  
Come chat with us about the 

City of Becker’s 
Comprehensive Plan Update! 

   Becker City 
 Park

June 2nd, 2021
4:30pm - 7:00pm

Get City Swag!

Provide 

Comments!

Tickets on 
Sale Now!

at either 50% or 100% of the cost of road construction.
Clear Lake Twp., however, has saved for the road construc-

tion and has a different policy when it comes to financing roads.  
Therefore all the roads that are upgraded throughout the township 
are financed by general fund dollars instead of being assessed to 
just the affected landowners.  This creates a situation where every 
resident shares in the process and when it comes time for the road 
in front of their home to be upgraded, they will be afforded the 
same funding mechanism.

Some of the residents in attendance objected to the inclusion 
of three foot gravel shoulders being part of the project, as they felt 
it would change the character of their neighborhood.  In fact, this 
seemed to be only issue that many of those in attendance were 
concerned with overall.

Gray noted that the township constructs all of their roadways 
in this manner to ensure that the road base is as stable as possible 
and the asphalt will hold up over the long haul. Roads without 
shoulders have a tendency to deteriorate faster as the asphalt on 
the edges cracks quicker under repeated driving pressure.

In response to a question about what would happen if a resi-
dent removed the gravel and replace dit with black dirt and grass 
seed, Couri stated that he would recommend to the board to pay 
a contractor to replace the gravel and bill the expenditure back to 
the homeowner.

“The gravel cannot be removed,” Couri said.  “There’s a 
state statute that prohibits that from happening.”

Several other residents in attendance asked the board to re-
consider the shoulders and instead look at alternatives for pre-
serving the roadway and allowing them to seed grass right up to 
the edges of the asphalt.

Township Engineer Terrance Vander Eyk noted that be-
cause the contract for the bid has been accepted, there would be 
significant costs associated with any changes to the construction 
plans.  In addition, changing the gravel structure and providing 
less support on the shoulder area could turn what the township 
hopes to be a 25 year roadway into one that lasts several years 
less.

Couri noted that from a legal standpoint, the board is on 
solid legal ground and has the sole authority in determining the 
road plans.

One resident noted that he checked with several engineers, 
including one from Wisconsin, and he believed there to be other 
alternatives for shouldering materials.

In response, Eyk provided a detailed description of the entire 
road construction process, from the road bed materials and rec-
lamation process to the aggregate and stabilizing functions of the 
shouldering materials and their role in preserving the asphalt.  He 
also discussed drainage concerns, maintenance operations and 
other integral components of the construction that are enhanced 
through the use of the sloped shoulders.

Using topsoil, for example, could allow for plantings such 
as grand to be grown to the edge of the asphalt, but also allows 
for rutting and damage to occur during snowplowing and other 
maintenance functions.

Eyk noted that he has been engineering roads for 50 years 
and following tried and true construction techniques to get the 
most life out of the roadways.

Gray and Eyk also noted the safety enhancements for pedes-
trians, bicyclists and even baby strollers by having the shoulder 
area on the roadway.

Other questions and concerns from the residents included 
topics such as mailbox placement, driveway replacement, speed 
limits and the possibility of adding wider asphalt around corners 
because of the people who cut them short and run onto the shoul-
der area.

Eyk noted that speed limits are strictly a function of the State 
of MN and a speed study could be very expensive with little or no 
chance of seeing a lower limit on the road, while another option 
would be installing ditches or curb and gutter — both of which 
would be expensive and did not seem to have support from either 
the board or the residents.

One resident stated that we live in a democracy and 90% of 
the residents don’t want shoulders so therefore they should not 
be installed.

This prompted a response from several in the audience stat-
ing that they support the roadway as designed for construction 
including shoulders and have neighbors who feel the same.  In 
addition, they stated they have traveled similar roads and felt the 
shoulders would be beneficial.

Gray interjected to provide a history lesson of sorts, dating 
back to when the road was first slated for replacement in 2017.  
Since then, the board had held many discussions about the re-
placement, saved considerable funds and sent letters in January 
to all affected residents.  Several public meetings were scheduled, 
postponed due to COVID and then held in person and online, but 
a small percentage of residents turned out to hear the plans.

Gray said that there was a good deal of misinformation 
spread about the project and that the Township has tried for trans-
parency in every step of the project.

“Never in my wildest dreams would I have thought a three 
foot shoulder would cause this much inconvenience,” Gray 
added.  “We have put a considerable amount of work into this 
project — it has been thought out . . . and now at the 11th hour 
some people are unhappy.”

Resident Craig Lietha noted that he remembers the board 
did start discussing the issue four years ago, but some people 
didn’t pay attention or didn’t look in the right place for the in-
formation.

Several residents noted that they believe every resident 
agrees that the road needs to be replaced and they are happy with 
the project, but would like to see the shoulder issue explored.

Resident Wayne Schluchter spoke in favor of the project 
and shoulders, noting that it is a public safety issue and that he 
and many of his neighbors are in support of the project.

“I respect the difference of opinions in this room,” Schluch-
ter said.  “Our roads are splendid compared to some surrounding 
areas and I want to give credit to this board and previous boards 
for making this a priority.”

Gray brought the public comment portion of the meeting to 
a close by reiterating the township’s intentions to be responsible 
stewards of the taxpayer’s money.

“We have not taken this project lightly and we appreciate all 
of the concerns and research that people have done,” Gray said.  
“The bottom line is that out of our $460,000 budget, $250,000 
will be spent this year on this road and we have a responsibility 
to do it in the most cost effective way that will get us the most 
longevity.  We tried to be neighborly and reach out along the 
way, but we have to build the road the right way.”

In Other Business, The Board:
• Listened to Gray report on the past month’s Sheriff’s 

Office activities, which included 41 traffic stops, 5 traffic com-
plaints, 6 medicals and several unemployment fraud reports;

• Heard from Supervisor Bud Stimmler about the 75 White 
Pine seedlings that were planted around the perimeter of the park 
and Town Hall area.  Because of the dry conditions, they have 
been watered every other day;

• Heard from Eyk regarding soil conditioning, landscaping 
and wildflower seeding that occurred at the Town Hall;

• Heard a report on the spring road tour, noting that several 
signs have been ordered and tree removal quotes are being ob-
tained;

• Approved an updated letter of support for the Sherco Solar 
Farm proposal;

• Approved sending a letter of response to the Sherburne 
County Second Amendment Defenders Coalition regarding their 
upcoming rally;

• Heard from Gray about construction and expansion plans 
happening at Guardian Fleet Safety on Highway 24;

• Learned details about eh City of Clearwater and their adop-
tion of a resolution in March that extends their city subdivision 
ordinance beyond the city limits to adjoining properties within 
the City of Clear Lake and Clear Lake Township as permitted 
by statute.  The board noted that it would have been within the 
spirit of neighborliness for Clearwater to inform the surrounding 
local units of government instead of taking the unilateral actions 
despite the legality of the measure.

TWP.  from page 1

learn.”
Meidt’s parents still 

live in Becker.
After high school, 

Meidt went on to major in 
mechanical engineering at 
Iowa State University to 
pursue his interest in phys-
ics and engineering. 

“I have always had a 
strong curiosity for how 
things work and why they 
work that way,” Meidt said.

He liked the large stu-
dent population, the huge 
engineering career fair the 
campus hosted each year, 
and the school’s encourage-
ment of internships. 

Interning for Tesla
Meidt had been a fan 

of Tesla since high school, 
so during his junior year of 
college he applied for sev-
eral different internships 
within the company. After 

a couple weeks, Meidt 
heard back about his ap-
plication and was accepted 
into an internship working 
at Gigafactory 1 in Sparks, 
NV, working with the drive 
systems engineering team. 
Meidt said his internship 
last year threw him right 
into the thick of everything. 

“Critical and exciting 
work right from the start,” 
Medit said, describing his 
time in Nevada. “Making 
important decisions early 
on, fast paced, adapting 
daily to constantly chang-
ing priorities, juggling 7-8 
projects at a time, constant 
communication between 
the team, vendors, techni-
cians, and other cross func-
tional teams.”

New Job at SpaceX
After completing his 

internship and graduating 

college, Meidt decided he 
wanted to work for SpaceX, 
another company founded 
and owned by the famous 
entrepreneur Elon Musk. 
He applied to several posi-
tions within the company, 
but was ultimately rejected. 

“I got a rejection from 
the first application, and 
applied to another position 
(Falcon structures) where 
I made it several rounds 
in, and also got rejected,” 
Meidt said. “The recruiter 
heavily encouraged me to 
apply to other positions that 
suited my interest. I found 
another position via Linke-
din that I was very inter-
ested in and went through 
quite a few intense tech-
nical interviews with the 
Starlink team, and eventu-
ally [I] received an offer.”

He will be starting his 

new job on Monday, May 
24, working as a manu-
facturing development 
engineer for Starlink, a 
company under SpaceX that 
focuses on satellite internet.

Meidt says he’s very 
excited to start working and 
learning new things. 

“I’m also extremely 
excited to meet and talk to 
people with similar interest 
and purpose driven goals 
within the engineering 
field,” he said. 

MEIDT  from page 1

RIDERS from page 1
gion Riders begin funding 
its annual Homeless Vets 
Run and Fundraiser. All of 
the money raised from that 
event goes to organizations 
dedicated to helping veter-
ans. 

Each year the Legion 
Riders get their plants from 
Dan and Jerry’s out of 
Monticello. Pedersen ex-
pressed thanks to them and 
to the community.

“Whether you bought 
one plant or 10 plants, you 
have no idea how much the 
veterans appreciate every-
thing Clearwater does for 
them,” she said. “From the 
bottom of our hearts we 
thank you so very much.”

Submitted Article

(Editor’s Note: The fol-
lowing article was submitted by 
SCSU).

Brigita Fiske has earned 
the Graduate Oral Presentation 
Award through the 2021 Hus-
kies Showcase at St. Cloud State 
University.

Huskies Showcase cele-
brates university and community 
engagement, research, creative 
works and scholarship across 
all disciplines at St. Cloud State. 
Students presented for the show-
case virtually through Zoom 
throughout the day April 20, fol-
lowed by an in-person closing 

celebration for award finalists.
Fiske presented on her re-

search “Yerba Mate: A poten-
tial supplement to delay onset 
of Type 1 Diabetes in mouse 
models?” Biology Professor Dr. 
Marina Cetkovic-Cvrlje served 
as her faculty mentor.

She is from Becker, Minne-
sota, and is receiving a graduate 
degree in Biological Sciences.

Additional winners were 
honored for their oral and poster 
presentations. The Our Husky 
Compact Reflection Award rec-
ognizes the presentation that best 
represents this year’s Our Husky 
Compact dimension of focus. 
This year’s dimension is Seek 

and Apply Knowledge. Our 
Husky Compact is St. Cloud 
State’s bond with our students 
to prepare them for intellectual, 
professional and personal fulfill-
ment with the skills to discover 
and apply new solutions to chal-
lenges and opportunities.

In all more than 200 student 
projects were presented from 
disciplines and programs across 
St. Cloud State University.

For more information, visit 
https://www.stcloudstate.edu/
ucomm/news/huskies-show-
case-awards.aspx.

Student earns Huskies Showcase Award

BRIGITA FISKE of Becker earned 
the SCSU Huskies Showcase award 
last month. (Submitted Photo)
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Clearwater/Clear Lake News

Cattle from our private stock - farm fresh. corn fed Angus Beef. Call to Place Your Order! 

BEEF SIDES 
S3391b 

Rump Roast 
Round or Cube Steak 
Sirloin Tip Steak or Roast 
Ground Beef, 80 lb. 
Chuck Blade Roast or Steak 
Chuck Arm Roast 
Prime Rib Roast or 

Rib Steak 

BEEF FRONTS 
1/4s S3391b 
Chuck Blade Roast 

or Steak 
Beef Roast Cross Rib 
Ground Beef - avg. 50 lbs. 
Short Ribs 'optional 
Soup Bone 'optional 
Stew Meat 'optional 

::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::'.:::::::::: 

Porterhouse Steak 
T-Bone Steak 
Sirloin Steak 

Short Ribs "optional 
Stew Meat 'optional 
Soup Bone "optional 

Chuck Arm Roast 
Prime Rib Roast or 

Rib Steak 

BEEF HINDS 
1/4s S3591b 
Porterhouse Steak 
T-Bone Steak 
Sirloin Steak 
Rump Roast 
Round or Cube Steak 

Sirloin Tip Steak 
or Roast 

Ground Beef, 50 lb. 
Soup Bones *optional 
Stew Meat 'optional 

We are a full service Beef 

BEEF_SPllTS 
1/2s 

S3441b 
& Pork processing plant. ':_:!II��,�-Call far details �..il! � l,..c; - � 

BEEF SIDES
$335 lb

Rump Roast
Round or Cube Steak
Sirloin Tip Steak or Roast
Ground Beef, 80lb.
Chuck Blade Roast or Steak
Prime Rib Roast or Rib Steak
Short Ribs *optional
Stew Meat *optional
Soup Bone *OptionalPorterhouse Steak

T-Bone Steak
Sirloin Steak

BEEF FRONTS
$335 lb

Chuck Blade Roast or Steak
Chuck Aim Roast
Prime Rib Roast or Rib Steak

1/4s
Beef Roast Cross Rib
Ground Beef, avg. 50lbs.
Short Ribs *optional
Soup Bone *optional
Stew Meat *optional

BEEF HINDS
$355 lb

Porterhouse Steak
T-Bone Steak
Sirloin Steak
Rump Roast
Round or Cube Steak

1/4s
Sirloin Tip Steak or Roast
Ground Beef, avg. 50lbs.
Short Ribs *optional
Soup Bone *optional
Stew Meat *optional

SPLIT SIDES 
OF BEEF

$350 lb1/2s
Full service Beef & Pork
Custom processing done 
on site. Call for details.

Cattle from our private stock 
- fram fresh, corn-fed Angus 
Beef. Call to place your order!

BBQ Hogs for Sale! Please order one week in advance.

0% THC • Organic • Pharmaceutical Grade

Off Jefferson Blvd & Hwy 10 in Big Lake

Arthritis Pain • Stress • Anxiety
Oils • Creams • Gummies • Bath Bombs

ProFusion 
CBD + WELLNESS

Expert Advice & 
Recommendations

441 Jefferson Blvd., Big Lake
Expires May 28, 2021

BUY ANY 2 ITEMS, GET 1 FREE!
(mix and match)

FEEL BETTER, SLEEP BETTER, LIVE BETTER

BIG LAKE

are hosting MUSIC IN THE PARK, Friday, 
May 28, 6-9 p.m. All are welcome to attend! The 

event will be held at AIRBORN DISC GOLF 
PRESERVE (old Eagle Trace Golf Course) in 
Clearwater. Music provided by the Nayman 

Brothers. Food and beverages available for pur-
chase. For info, please contact Alyx Johnson: 

johnsonmaterials@yahoo.com

Clear Valley Business Connections 
and Airborn Tavern

FREE!

Congratulations 
& Good Luck

Be sure and check out the next few 
week’s Patriot Newspapers where we 

honor the graduates of Becker 
and Big Lake area High 

School students!

14054 Bank Street, Becker, MN 55308
763.275.0275

Memorial Service and 
Celebration of Life for 

Oliver Knutson
June 5th, 2021

Visitation and funeral service at Faith 
Lutheran Church in Becker, MN

Visitation 10 am
Funeral Service 11am with burial to follow

Lunch to be served at the family farm at 1pm: 
11115 150th Ave SE, Becker MN

HOLIDAY WEEKEND SCHEDULE:
Open Friday, Saturday & Sunday Holiday Weekends!

Memorial Day - May 28, 29 & 30 
4th of July - July 2, 3 & 4 
Labor Day - Sept. 3, 4 & 5

• Gates open for shopping 1/2 hour before sunrise
• FREE admission and parking for visitors

Wright County Swappers Meet
Minnesota’s Largest Seasonal Outdoor Flea Market!

More information at wrightcountyswappersmeet.com
13594 100th St. NW, South Haven 

Kevin & Laurie Miller • 320-274-9005
3 mi. W of Annandale on Hwy. 55, 2 mi. N on CR3, 1/4 mi. E on 100th St NW

Open Fri-Sat-Sun 
Memorial Weekend

Dealers! Set up on your trailer or tables - food on site. 
Begin set-up at 12 noon day before the sale 

or prior to 6 am day of sale.

Bar

Tuesday Nights 6:30
$500 in 54 Numbers

Proceeds for St. Lawrence Church
10915 Duelm Rd NE, Foley

License #01080

11025 Duelm
Road NE,

Foley, MN

We have ETABS
By Penny Leuthard
Contributing Writer

Get your lawn chairs 
out and your dancing shoes 
ready – Music in the Park 
is returning to Clearwater 
on Friday, May 28.

Clearwater hosted 
Music in the Park concerts 
throughout the summer in 
the past, however they were 
discontinued a number of 
years ago. With interest in 
bringing back the event ris-
ing, the Clear Valley Busi-
ness Connection (CVBC) 
group took over the details.

The first performance 
has been approved by 
the city, and will be tak-
ing place on Friday, May 
28 from 6 to 9 p.m. at the 
Airborn Tavern (formerly 
Eagle Trace Golf Course). 
Admission is free for every-
one who wants to enjoy an 
evening of outdoor music. 
The Nayman Brothers will 

be the featured performers, 
entertaining the crowd with 
the always popular clas-
sic rock genre. Food and 
drinks will be available for 
purchase during the event.

The goal for Music in 
the Park this summer is to 
have two to three perfor-
mances and then request 
feedback from the com-
munity. Different genres 
of music will be featured 
at each concert. The event 
was created as a way for 
local businesses to give 
back to the community as 
well as getting the commu-
nity together outside. 

The first Music in the 
Park performance is being 
co-hosted by Airborn Tav-
ern and CVBC, and will be 
located at Airborn Tavern, 
1 Eagle Drive in Clearwa-
ter. All ages are welcome, 
so gather up the family for 
an evening of fun!

Music in the Park 
returns to 
Clearwater Friday

Yummy Lemonade

PALMER LEMONADE STAND. The Kuphal children served up fresh baked choc-
olate chip cookies, lemonade, cake batter puppy chow and even homemade fire 
starters developed by the children at their home on 42nd street SE, Clear Lake. 
(Submitted photo).

By Mark Kolbinger
Contributing Writer

The continuing issue 
of speeders on Sherburne 
County Road 11 came to 
a head last Wednesday 
during the May meeting of 
the Santiago Twp. Board, 
as the Supervisors and res-
idents alike voiced their 
frustration with the recur-
ring issue.  

Over the years, a num-
ber of temporary solutions 
— from increased law en-
forcement to temporary 
signage — have been tried 
in an effort to slow down 
the vehicles as they come 
through town.  However, 
with nearly every resident 
at the meeting able to recall 
harrowing experiences with 
speeding drivers, the board 
is looking for a more per-
manent solution to address 
the safety concerns.

Clerk Kathy Woolard 
had obtained a quote for 
signs that could be placed 
on both ends of town and 
would be able to not only 
display the speed of ve-
hicles, but would also 
gather data about times and 
frequencies of speeders.  
However, the supervisors 
had concerns about the 
longevity of the signs, as 
well as the cost ($10,000).  
The board felt that an ex-
penditure of that magni-
tude would require specific 
budgeting and a discussion 
at the annual meeting.  In 
addition, Supervisor Jeff 
Pappenfus asked for more 
information about the life 
expectancy of the signs, 
as well as battery mainte-
nance, etc.

Other discussion re-
volved around the cost of 
a flashing yellow light or 
even speed bumps that 
could be placed on the road 
to slow the traffic down.

“What we have is a 
county road that comes 
through town and what we 

need is a county solution,” 
said Board Chair Stu Nel-
son.  “This has been an 
issue for way too long and 
we want some help . . . I 
want to invite them (county 
officials) to the July meet-
ing so they can hear directly 
from our residents.”

Pappenfus and fellow 
supervisor Dave Jehoich 
agreed with Nelson’s sen-
timents and the board in-
structed Woolard to send an 
invitation to County Com-
missioner Felix Schmies-
ing, Sheriff Joel Brott and 
Public Works Director An-
drew Witter asking them to 
attend July’s meeting.

The board discussed 
placing an ad in the Patriot 
and publicizing the July 
meeting at the businesses in 
town in the hopes of getting 
a larger group of residents 
to attend and share their 
concerns with the county 
officials.

One resident noted that 
it would be a good idea to 
invite the drivers from Cen-
tra Sota to the meeting, as 
he has witnessed several 
of them who were almost 
involved in accidents with 
speeding drivers at the in-
tersection near the business 
entrance.

Roads
The board also dis-

cussed a copy of the quote 
they received from Becker 
Twp. regarding the mainte-
nance on the east portion of 
67th street, a shared road-
way between the two town-
ships.

The  superv isors 
scoffed a bit at the amount, 
$91,800, as it seemed to be 
excessive and they decided 
to look into obtaining some 
bids of their own.

Woolard was instructed 
to let Becker know that the 
board is looking into other 
bids and will be advertising 
in the near future.  

It was suggested that 
the two boards might have 

Santiago Twp. 
supervisors seeking 
county support for 
speeding solutions

to conduct another joint 
meeting to review the bids, 
as well as the overall scope 
of the project as it pertains 
to both ends of the road-
way.  

Currently the road is 
divided into two sections- 
an eastern end that is gravel 
and a western end that has 
decaying asphalt.  

In the past, the board 
has expressed concerns 
about engineering costs 
associated with the recon-
struction of the asphalt 
road, as well as finding an 
effective solution to the 
problems with the unstable 
nature of the road base.

Further clouding the 
issue is that the roads are 
connected by an unmain-
tained section of roadway 
and it was noted that some 
people have recently tried 
to traverse the middle por-
tion of the road and became 
stuck.

According to the su-
pervisors, Becker Twp. had 
placed a Minimum Main-
tenance sign on the middle 
portion, however Santiago 
contends that it is a cartway 
that is not required to be 
maintained.

As a result, the super-
visors passed a resolution 
codifying their belief that 
the unmaintained section of 
roadway has cartway status 
and there are no plans to ex-
pend resources to maintain 
it because it is peat ground, 
is extremely wet and does 
not have a base to allow for 
routine maintenance.

Speaking about the ex-
isting portions of the road-
way, the board realized 
there are probably no easy 
or inexpensive fixes.

“Both boards are in a 
dilemma,” Nelson stated.  
“Past boards from both 
townships built the road 
and now we have to deal 

with trying to bring it up to 
standards.”

In other related road 
business, Jehoich noted 
that in the Township’s re-
cords he has found docu-
mentation that 10th street is 
a platted township roadway 
that was accepted by a pre-
vious board and therefore 
should be maintained just 
like the other roads.  

Treasurer Patty Simon-
smeier informed that board 
that she has some related 
documentation and will 
bring that to the June board 
meeting, while Pappenfus 
will speak to his father, who 
was a long-time member of 
the board.  The road will be 
put on the agenda for dis-
cussion in June.

In Other Business, 
The Board:
• Heard about the SC-

SO’s 73 calls for service in 
April;

• Learned that the 

township’s portion of the 
fire contract will increase 
by $3,300;

• Received verification 
that the 3/4 ton former res-
cue rig is now up for sale on 
marketplace;

• Heard a report that 
78 participants came to the 
township’s annual clean up 
day and there were a total of 
14 volunteers.
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Attorneys

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

763-262-2889

www.jeddelohsnyder.com

• Family Law
• Real Estate
• Business Planning
• Business Litigation
• Wills & Trusts
• Estate Planning
• Guardianships

101 Jefferson Blvd.
Big Lake

BUSINESS & 
PROFESSIONAL 

SERVICES  DIRECTORY

935 Clearwater Professional Building
((332200))  555588--22220011

Tues: 10:30 - 6:30 • Wed., Fri.: 8:30 - 4:30
ALSO: 1500 Northway Drive, St. Cloud

Member of American
Academy of Dental

Group Practice

“A Reason to
Smile!”

Jeff Flemming, DDS
Brent Deragisch, DDS

Dental

Serving the Metro &
Surrounding Areas Since 1967

www.c-sblacktopping.com
Major Credit Cards accepted 

FREE ESTIMATES
aa  ““ggrreeeenn””  ppaavviinngg  ccoonnttrraaccttoorr

RESIDENTIAL COMMERCIAL
PAVING CONTRACTORS

763.428.2225

Asphalt

Quality Building Supplies 
at Affordable Prices

Since 1975

BOOK YOUR ORDER!

Call for a FREE estimate
117th Ave., Milaca

(north end of Milaca off Central Ave)

BUILDING
$PECIAL$

320-983-6304 • 1-800-818-1846

LATCHAM-LIND LUMBER &
POST FRAME BUILDINGS

218-820-7108218-820-7108

& Landscape

Forget the rest, call the BEST!

Fully Insured • Stump Removal • Shoreline 
Repair • Tree Removal • Tree Sales & Planting
Tree Health Assessment • Spikeless Climbing

Landscape Supplies

15920 Hwy. 10, Becker • 763-262-0871

MULCH • ROCK • BLACK DIRT • SAND
We can load or delivery available!
Open to the public 
Mon. - Fri., 8am to 5pm 
and Sat., 8am to noon

By Katherine Cantin
Staff Writer
Reporter.Katie@PatriotNewsMN.com

During Tuesday’s 
meeting, the Becker city 
council was happy to not 
have to wear masks for the 
first time in over a year. 

In other news, Con-
nie Robinson, director of 
finance, will be stepping 
down. She has accepted a 
new job working for Metro-
Bus in St. Cloud, in their fi-
nance department.

Committee Reports
The joint fire board 

reported having a high vol-
ume of calls for the month 
of April, and they received 
a $10,000 donation from 
the Lions Club.

Public works recently 

approved the streets depart-
ment use an experimental 
new sealer on Third St., 
between Hancock St. and 
Brenda Blvd. 

The board gave a big 
thank-you to Northern Met-
als Recycling for hosting 
the Becker recycle day.

Water Well
The city will be creat-

ing a new water well along 
Co. Rd. 24. This project 
has been in the works for 
a long time, but has been 
delayed due to the grant 
process from the state. The 
city advertised for bids in 
2020, so city staff asked 
the bidders to submit new 
bids, rather than start the 
whole process over again. 
Phil Knutson of public ser-
vices felt the city probably 
saved some money by ask-
ing the bidders to update 

their bids rather than submit 
new ones. He stated that it 
seemed the only increase 
came from the cost of ma-
terials and not an increase 
in pay for labor hours.

The council awarded 
the bid to Northdale Con-
struction for $941,099.08. 
Part of the cost for the proj-
ect will be matched by the 
state.

Wastewater Biofilter 
Conversion
The wastewater bio-

filter cell four will be con-
verted into a solids dump 
station. This essentially 
means that it will become 
a place where solid objects 
that cannot be handled 
by the sewer system can 
be dumped (such as wet 
wipes, paper towels, and 
other things people flush 
but should not). Without 

these items causing damage 
to the system, Chris Lisson 
of public works believes the 
equipment will last much 
longer and work better. 

In Other Business,
the Board:
• Approved easement 

agreements with New En-
ergy Equity, LLC, for the 
new solar array;

• Approved cart path 
maintenance for hole 13 at 
Pebble Creek for $1,200;

• Approved a panel re-
placement for lift station 16 
at public works;

• Agreed to allow Lib-
erty Paper a higher limit on 
sewer resources;

• Committed special 
revenue funds in accor-
dance with Governmental 
Accounting Standards.

BECKER CITY  Mayor Tracy Bertram and council members  Becky Olmscheid and Rick Hendrickson were able to show off 
their smiling faces for the first time in over a year. (Photo by Katherine Cantin.)

Becker City ditches masks, 
says farewell to Robinson

CONNIE ROBINSON will be 
stepping down from her position as 
finance director for the city in order 
to accept a new job. (Patriot archive 
photo.)

By Mark Kolbinger
Contributing Writer

It was a typical agenda 
heavy with roads and land 
use for the Becker Twp. 
Board as they met Monday 
evening for the May meet-
ing.

Several residents ap-
peared before the board 
with variance requests, 
while the board also con-
tinues to wrestle with 
solutions to 67th Street 
and landlocked parcels 
throughout the township. A 
proposed solar farm proj-
ect also presents a looming 
deadline for the supervisors 
as they plan for future land 
use along the Hwy. 10 cor-
ridor.

Zoning
Tom Zerwas, who lives 

on 143rd Ave., was at the 
meeting to request an ease-
ment for encroaching into 
the front yard setback in 
order to install a new sep-
tic system.  In order to keep 
out of the 100 year flood 
plain and also keep a safe 
distance from his well, the 
only suitable location for 
the septic would be in the 
front yard near the drainage 
and utility easement.  The 
system itself would not 
encroach in the area, but 
some of the dirt work and 
slope would be done in this 
area, thus necessitating the 
agreement.  Because of the 
unique nature of his prop-
erty, the supervisors ap-
proved the plan.

Mark Waytashek also 
appeared before the board 
with a request for a one 
foot variance for his 30x40 
accessory structure being 
built in the Enchanted 
Thicket development.  
After reviewing the request, 
the board felt the structure 
itself should remain outside 
the easement area, but the 
grading and leveling work 
could encroach into the 
area without the need for 
any additional permissions.

John Groethe next 
brought forward an issue 
for his landlocked parcel 
and was looking to use an 
established easement to 
access his property located 
near 67th Street and 190th 
Ave.

Because the easement 
is not an accepted roadway, 
the township is not required 
to build the road but is able 

to allow the easement’s 
use to access the property.  
Groethe will put together 
an agreement to hold the 
township harmless during 
the construction of the 
driveway and will pay for 
all of the improvements 
himself and, once com-
pleted, attorney Kelli Bour-
geois will review it and 
forward to the supervisors 
for approval.

Bourgeois and Planner 
Ben Wikstrom also updated 
the board on the progress 
being made in the area of 
language to deal with land-
locked parcels throughout 
the township.  While there 
is no easy fix for all of the 
different scenarios, there 
is a plan in place to start 
developing some interim 
guidance for the township 
to follow while long-term 
solutions are explored.

Because the township 
has been exploring the 
issue and possible ordi-
nance amendments, Clerk 
Lucinda Messman noted 
that she has been receiving 
many comments in regards 
to this issue.  She noted that 
the input from residents is 
“all over the board” and 
doesn’t seem to follow one 
pattern of thinking.

67th St.
For many months, 

the supervisors have been 
planning for repairs to 67th 
Street, a shared roadway 
with Santiago township.  A 
reclamation project was in 
the works, but supervisors 
decide to wait until soil 
borings could be done in 
the area to look at the road 
bed and find out what un-
derlying issues seems to be 
the cause of the road dete-
rioration.

Borings done in the 
area indicate that the peat 
dirt materials start at four 
feet below the surface and 
run down as far as 12 feet, 
thus creating a very unsta-
ble base foundation for the 
roadway.  Because of the 
issue, the supervisors unan-
imously approved a halt to 
the project and removing it 
from the county’s road bid.  
Instead, a meeting will be 
planned again with San-
tiago township to explore 
another option for address-
ing the western portion of 
the road.

Likewise, the board 
approved a temporary 

pause on proposed work 
on the 164th project and 
an alternate timing for as-
phalt installation to try and 
avoid the timing with heavy 
equipment being hauled on 
the new roadway.  This 
project was also removed 
from the county road bid.

Solar
Bourgeois is also serv-

ing an instrumental role for 
the township as they try to 
respond to an expedited 
timeline governing the 
proposed solar farm devel-
opment which would have 
serious ramifications for 
future development south 
of Hwy. 10.

The Solar Comment 
for Period #2 deadline was 
Tuesday afternoon at 4:30 
so Bourgeois spoke with 
the supervisors about the 
letter she is composing to 
communicate the specific 
concerns the township has 
in the areas of transporta-
tion and commerce con-
nections, public safety and 
the fact that the tract of land 
encompasses a large por-
tion of the future economic 
development expansion 
area.

“The expedited time-
line allows very little time 
for the Township to be 
involved in the process,” 
Bourgeois said.

The plan was for the 
letter to be shared with 
Messman on Tuesday and 
the supervisors would have 
a chance to review it and 
still meet ehe submission 
deadline in the afternoon.

Sheriff’s Report
Sgt. Dan Frank from 

the SCSO reported on last 
month’s 171 calls for ser-
vice, which included many 
traffic stops and some re-
ports of unemployment 
fraud.  Area residents con-
tinue to deal with the un-
employment issue, as they 
receive information indi-
cating they have signed up 
for unemployment benefits 
even though they have not 
made application.  Frank 
encouraged any residents 
who suspect they might 
be affected to contact the 
Sheriff’s Office or the State 
of MN unemployment pro-
gram directly.

He also reported that 
residents may see addi-
tional patrols in the coming 
weeks as part of speeding 
enforcement for the TZD, 

or Towards Zero Deaths 
grant program.

In Other Business, 
The Board:
• Heard a request from 

the organizers of the 2nd 
Amendment Defender 
Rally for representation 
at the May 22 event to be 
held at the Government 
Center.  Supervisor Luke 
Babler will be in the area 
and agreed to make an ap-
pearance in support of the 
group;

• Heard from Babler 
that the Clear Lake Lions 
have donated $10,000 to 
the Becker Fire Department 
for equipment needs;

• Learned that the 
pre-construction meeting 
for Georgia Circle and Gar-
den Grove road will happen 
in the coming weeks;

• Learned that the 
CMRP will have a June 24 
goal to adopt the Frame-
work 2030 plan;

• Approved road super-
visors Boros and Danielson 
to time dust control efforts 
on roadways as soon as suf-
ficient moisture allows for 
it to be successful;

• Discussed a school 
bus stop sign for 97th Street 
and concluded that the area 
is within the City of Becker 
boundaries and is therefore 
their responsibility;

• Discussed several 
improvements being made 
at Town Hall, including a 
concrete pad and pavers in 
the boulevard area;

• Heard from Babler 
in regards to plans for the 
150th year celebration 
which will coincide with 
Freedom Days;

• Opted to go out for 
bids for the General Main-
tenance and Snowplow 
contracts for the next two 
years with a goal to open 
the bids at the July meeting;

• Adopted the credit 
card policy and made minor 
revisions and typo correc-
tions to the capital assets 
policy.

Becker Twp. continues 
work on zoning, roads

92 years young

LONGTIME BECKER RESIDENT 
CELEBRATES 92ND BIRTHDAY. Bea 
Pouliot (Middle front) recently cele-
brated her 92nd birthday. She is pic-
tured with her great grandchildren. 
First row: Lauren Croal, Bea Pouliot, 
Owen Kolbinger. Second row: Victoria 
Kolbinger, Ashlyn Croal, 3rd row Nate 
Croal and Andrew Kolbinger. (Submit-
ted photo). 



By Katherine Cantin
Staff Writer
Reporter.Katie@PatriotNewsMN.com

Last weekend, Becker 
middle school and high 
school drama students 
showcased their talent on 
an outdoor stage. The mid-
dle schoolers performed Pi-
rates of Penzance, and the 
high schoolers presented 
You’re a Good Man, Char-
lie Brown. Both groups put 
on excellent performances 
with beautiful weather for 
the productions.

Middle School Play
Pirates of Penzance 

is a musical comedy about 
a young pirate who wants 
to leave behind his life of 
crime on the high seas and 
fall in love with a pretty 
girl. 

Starring in the play 
were: Dru Thornton, as 
Samuel; Kennedy Riffe, 
as the Pirate King; Tate 
Salvevold, as Frederic; 
Sophia Fakhreddine, as 
Ruth; Kaylie Clemen, as 
Kate; Mina Nelson, as 
Edith; Abby Gamble, as 
Isabel; Grace Gifford, as 
Mabel; Brody Bjerga, as 
Major-General Stanley; 
and Hunter Graftaas, as the 
Sergeant.

Cast in the pirate crew 
were: Ellie Staples, Holly 

Burthwick, Sylvia Jo-
hansen, Maddie Mlenek, 
Kaylee Smith, Morgan Rie-
del, Shelby Whaley, Kurt 
Neumann, Abby Dove, 
Reis Brake, and Jenna Ko-
scielniak.

Cast as the daughters 
of the major-general were: 
Sydney Grecula, Grace Wi-
throw, Claire Jensen, Jaxon 
Severson, Cece Jones, 
Kali Lombard, Brinkley 
Salvevold, Elaynna Kuk-
lok, and Kaylee Waters.

Cast as constables 
were: Addie Mohler, 
Courtney Riedinger, Ash 
Lumley, Evedson Johnson, 
Abbey Hennen, Kenley 
Nicholas, Molly Hoefs, and 
Jo Jones. 

Director Greg Lynch 
said, “After the cancellation 
of last year’s show State 
Fair Jr. on opening night 
due to the first COVID 
wave, this year my main 
goal for the production was 
to give actors a chance to 
get back on stage and per-
form for a live audience. So 
many students have been 
stuck at home in front of 
screens for so long, I think 
the actors were excited to 
be out putting a production 
together in person. And 
they did great. We still had 
COVID protocols to follow 
and didn’t know for a long 
time whether we would be 
allowed to perform with-
out masks or not.  In the 
end everything seemed to 
come together: the weather 
cooperated (though it was a 
bit chilly Friday), the mask 
mandate for performers 
was lifted, and the kids did 
a great job. 

“I would like to thank 
our school administrators 
for being so supportive of 
the program and being so 
willing to work with the 
drama and fine arts pro-
grams to put together a 
great outdoor performance 
venue.  I do think we’re all 
looking forward to a more 
‘normal’ season next year 
though!”

High School Play
You’re a Good Man, 

Charlie Brown, is a musi-
cal based on the original 
Peanuts comics, consisting 
of a series of short, comedic 
scenes with all the beloved 
Peanuts characters.

Starring in the play 
were: Tucker Schmoll, 
as Charlie Brown; Aria 
Webster, as Lucy; Anna 
Pancoast, as Sally; Con-
nor Schafer, as Linus; 
Austin Clemen, as Schro-
eder; Chris “CJ” Klein, 
as Snoopy; Devynn Cox, 
as Woodstock; Kaelyn 
Lombard, as Violet; Nick 
Roehl, as Pig Pen; Alyssa 
Oelmann, as Peppermint 
Patty; and Brooke Peterson, 
as Marcy. 

Ensemble included: 

Ellie Christensen, M Kol-
binger, Emelya Hanson, 
Brianna Dahle, Nash 
Super, Madison Makarrall, 
Colette Koscielniak, Si-
enna Blauer, Anna Kuklok, 
Bryce Berger, Carson Hag-
berg, Kayla Meyer, Kendall 
Wiggins, Allie Rose Euerle, 
Ryleigh Procter, Skye Mc-
Carty, and LaJon Singer.

Tech crew included: 
Paige Johnson, Sam War-
ren, Patience Severson, AJ 
Schmidt, Shelly Clemen, 
Craig Vogl, Camden Aan-
enson, Nathan Christian-
son.

Director Joe Rand said, 
“We had such a journey 
putting this show together. 
We knew from the start that 
it could be over at any mo-
ment because of COVID, 

so we didn’t take any of 
it for granted. The kids 
worked harder than ever. 
Especially when faced with 
cast members having to 
quarantine the week of the 
show because of exposure. 
Luckily those cast mem-
bers were able to return 
and perform. The relaxed 
style of performing outside 
was awesome and felt like 
a huge accomplishment 
given all the new things we 
had to learn.”
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Full service Real Estate team, for residential buyers and sellers

www.cartwrightrealty.com or find us on Facebook

Proudly 
serving the 

communities of 
Becker, 

Big Lake, 
Clear Lake and 

Clearwater!
We appreciate 

your 
business and 
readership!

Becker School News

EVERYDAY PEOPLE.
EXCEPTIONAL RESULTS.

SERVING CENTRAL 
MINNESOTA & BEYOND!

www.HallerRealtyHomes.com
Becker Office

12908 1st Street
763-207-6683

Kyle Haller
Broker/Owner

320-266-4567

Roger Haller
Broker/Manager

320-267-8066

Dave Miller
Realtor/Auctioneer
320-266-4817

Bob Crane
Realtor

612-790-3842

Jason Eatros
Realtor/Builder

612-221-1265

Toni Knutson
Realtor

612-221-2956

Dave Anderson
Realtor

320-249-7026

Tony Rusher
Realtor/Asst. Mgr.
763-442-3303

Julie Sell
Realtor

320-249-6983

Christine Tvedt
Realtor

320-420-3183

Nick Pangerl
Realtor

612-695-8136

Tom Nordin
Realtor

763-807-0367

Sauk Rapids Office
1310 2nd Street N

320-255-1911

Samm Humphreys
Realtor

763-482-4482

Maddi Hicks
Realtor

763-213-9934

Carole Rognstad
Realtor

612-801-1654

Real Estate

Auctions
ESTATE & CONSIGNMENT AUCTION

SUNDAY, MAY 30, 2021 @ 11:00 AM
3825 Shadowood Dr. NE.Sauk Rapids,MN

Directions: St. Cloud, E. on Hwy 23 Left 0n 40th  (Follow Signs)

THIS IS A PARTIAL LISTING: view more at: 
www.midwestauctions.com/sharer
BP & MN sales tax applies. 
Keith Sharer Auction Service

320-267-1963

ANTIQUES, COLLECTIBLES, Trunk, Glassware, Stoneware, 
Child’s rocker, Galvanized bushel basket, Cream can, Leather Harley 
jackets, Chandeliers, Budweiser bottles, FURNITURE: Dresser & 
nightstand, Curio cabinet, End tables, Dining table & chairs,, Recliner, 
Flat screen TV, Bookshelves, Loveseat, Wing back chairs, Armoire, 
Step back hutch, Rockers, HOUSEHOLD: Electronics, Vacuums, 
Humidifier, Crystal, & glassware, Books, Kitchen appliances, 
Dinnerware, Electronics, Framed art & prints, Microwave, Linens 
& bedding, Framed art & prints, OUTDOOR & SHOP: Assorted 
lumber, Aluminum boat, Outboard Motor, Fiberglass boat & trailer, 
Hand & power tools, Lawnmowers, Snow blower, Metal shelving, File 
cabinets, Aluminum ladder

LARGE 1.14 ACRE CITY LOT!
Great investment opportunity or buy for yourself and live in one side 

and rent out the other! Call for more information. 
Lisa Senger, 612-991-8620

12390 Sherburne Ave., Becker

Lisa Senger
612.991.8620

Kathy Nelson
612.219.8644

Stan Herkenhoff
612.219.8124

Milissa Johnson 
320.266.7413

Norland® Alfalfa

LOCATED EAST OF ST. CLOUD ON HWY. 23
3355 QUAIL ROAD NE  SAUK RAPIDS, MN 56379

320-252-1682  
TOLL FREE 888-276-3889

WWW.MIMBACHFLEET.COM

We’ve Got the
SEED You NEED 

at Mimbach Fleet Supply

$109.99 50 LB BAG

Horse Pasture Mix
$49.99 25 LB BAG

Hay & Pasture Mix
$99.99 50 LB BAG

We will also have a variety of 
oats & small grains. Call for 

pricing & availability.

www.EdinaRealty.com

GREATER CLEAR LAKE, CLEARWATER, GREATER CLEAR LAKE, CLEARWATER, 
BECKER AND BIG LAKE AREABECKER AND BIG LAKE AREA

Call Today!
Premier 
Listing 
Specialists 
for...

• Waterfront
• Residential
• Acreage
• Hobby     
   Farms

If you’re 
thinking 

about selling 
— Don’t wait!

Ask about 
our proven 
results and 

WOW   factor 
service. 

— Splinter 
Team

Jim Splinter 
Realtor®

320-980-0560

Ron Sherwood 
Realtor®

763-442-5949

Rick Seagraves 
Realtor®

320-282-5656

Nancy Loidolt 
Realtor®

651-235-3709

Patrick Splinter
Realtor®

320-282-5656

3 BR, 3 BA home on Cedar Lake. 7095 Imhoff Ave NW, 
Maple Lake. 
MLS# 5738815. $775,000. 
Contact Rick Seagraves 320-282-5656.

4BR, 3 Bath. 8583 116th Street SE, Clear Lake, MN - 
Mississippi River.
MLS#5745885. $589,900.
Contact Nancy Loidolt, 651-235-3709

THE BECKER MIDDLE SCHOOL DRAMA CLUB took a bow after their opening night performance of Pirates of Penzance. (Photo by Katherine Cantin.)

THE BECKER HIGH SCHOOL DRAMA CLUB during their opening musical 
number and title song of the show, You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown. (Photo by 
Katherine Cantin.)

Becker drama puts on awesome performances

THE PIRATES OF PENZANCE, as played by actors from Becker Middle School, were up to all kinds of mischief in last week’s 
opening performance. (Photo by Katherine Cantin.)

PEANUTS CHARACTERS Woodstock ((Devynn Cox) and Snoopy (Chris “CJ” 
Klein) listen to a monologue by the blanket-loving Linus (Connor Schafer). (Photo 
by Katherine Cantin.)
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(Editor’s Note: The 
Patriot plans to run a rec-
ipe or two each week from 
locals and their favorite 
recipe books. If you have 
one you’d like to share, 
contact the Patriot at 
763-275-0275).

Egg Bake
• 16 slices bread, cut 
off crusts, cubed;
• 1-lb. cubed ham;
• 1/2-lb. sharp cheese, 
grated;
• 1-1/2 cups Swiss 
cheese, cubed;
• 6 eggs;
• 3 cups milk;
• 1/2 teaspoon each 
onion salt, dry 
mustard.
Grease a 9x13-inch 

pan and spread 1/2 of 
the bread. Add ham and 
cheese. Cover with the rest 
of the bread. Mix eggs, 
milk, salt and mustard. 
Pour evenly over bread 
and refrigerate overnight. 
Before baking, top with 
1-1/2 cups crushed corn-

flakes 
and 1/4 cup 
butter, melted. Bake 
at 375º for 40 minutes. Let 
sit for five minutes before 
cutting.

Submitted by Caralyn 
(Florell) Bergstrom.

Rhubarb Dessert
• 2 cups flour;
• 2 tablespoons sugar;
• 1/2 cup butter;
• 6 eggs, separated;
• 2 cups sugar;
• 1/2 teaspoon salt;
• 1 cup milk;
• 5 tablespoons flour;
• 5 cups of cut-up 
rhubarb;
• 1 cup sugar.

Mix flour, 2 table-
spoons sugar and butter  
like pie crust. Spread into 
a 9x13-inch pan. Bake 
at 350º for 15 minutes. 
Put 5 cups rhubarb over 
baked crust. Make filling 
from egg yolks, 2 cups 
sugar, salt, milk and 5 ta-
blespoons flour. Beat and 
pour over fruit. Bake 40 
minutes at 350º or until set. 
Beat egg whites until stiff. 
Beat in 1 cup sugar and 
vanilla. Spread on baked 
dessert and brown in oven.

Submitted by Phyllis 
Olson.

Three-Hole Cake
• 3 cups flour;
• 2 teaspoons soda;
• 1/2 teaspoon salt;

• 1/2 cup cocoa;
• 2 cups white sugar;
• 2 tablespoons 
vinegar;
• 2 teaspoons vanilla;
• 3/4 cup oil;
• 2 cups water.
Sift dry ingredients 

together into a greased, 
9x13-inch pan. Make 3 
holes in dry ingredients - 
add vinegar to one, vanilla 
to second one and oil to 
the third. Pour water over 
all and mix with fork or 
potato masher just until 
blended. Do not beat! 
Bake 35-40 minutes at 
350º or until done.

Submitted by Phyllis 
Olson.

Egg Bake now, Desserts later...Mmmmmmm!

Big Lake News

By Katherine Cantin
Staff Writer
Reporter.Katie@PatriotNewsMN.com

Last week’s Big Lake 
Twp. board meeting was 
lacking in normal business, 
but the board had plenty to 
discuss regarding upcom-
ing road projects.

Roads
The board discussed 

upcoming road projects for 
the summer. Specifically, 
the board discussed proj-
ects on 166th and 172nd 
(both north of Hwy. 10, east 
of the industrial park). They 
hoped to do maintenance on 
these roads in collaboration 
with the city, but, at the 
time of the meeting, had not 
yet heard back from the city 
engineer. 

During the recent road 
tour, the road committee 
also found that 205th Ave. 
was in need of upkeep (the 
road on which Liberty Ele-
mentary is located), though 
this road was not originally 
in the plan for this year. 

“We’re going to use all 
our resources,” said trea-
surer Ken Warneke. 

The board discussed 
the possibility of needing to 
draw from the general fund 
or take out a loan in order to 
complete the projects.

Culverts
The township road 

committee reported their 
findings on specifications 
for culverts. They looked 
into HDPE pipes, which 
are a bit cheaper, but have 
a possibility of collapse, 
and require more attention. 
The board decided to stick 
with their old CMP pipes 
instead.

Trading Roads 
with the County
There will be a public 

hearing June 23 at 6 p.m. to 
discuss two roads changing 
hands. Co. Rd. 79 would be 
transferred to the township 
to maintain, while 209th 
Ave. would become a new 
county road. Both of these 
roads are located east of the 
city, off of Co. Rd. 15. 

As a part of this pro-
cess, the township would be 
required to pay for a part of 
the reconstruction on 209th, 
estimated to cost about 
$379,000, which would 
occur next year. 

The reason for the ex-
change is that traffic pat-
terns have changed, with 
more vehicles using 209th 
over Co. Rd. 79. The 
county maintains the higher 
volume roads. Since 79 is 
not as busy as it once was, 
the maintenance will revert 
to the township. 

The board felt it was 
getting the better end of 
that deal. Even though they 
would have to pay for re-
construction on 209th, they 
are getting a road that was 
recently reconstructed and 
in excellent shape, and has 
a lower volume of traffic, 
so it will be cheaper to 
maintain going forward.

Sheriff’s report
Sgt. Luke McLean of 

the Sherburne County Sher-
iff’s office reported that 
the department has been 
busier this year over last 
year. More calls and traffic 
stops are being made in the 
county. Several complaints 
from Knick Knack Knoll led 
to an increased officer pres-
ence in that area. McLean 
also reported on a recent 
house fire (the house was 
lost, but the family and pets 
escaped unharmed), mail-
box vandalism, and an in-
cident of teenagers out past 
curfew. 

In Other Business, 
the Board:
• Heard the treasurer’s 

report;
• Announced the 

county is looking for res-
idents to participate in the 
broadband speed test (the 
link to this can be found at 
the township’s website);

• Approved the re-
moval of the old BLFD 
turnout gear, after the help-
ful reminder from attendee 
Eric Rosa.

Big Lake Twp. 
talks roads

By Katherine Cantin
Staff Writer
Reporter.Katie@PatriotNewsMN.com

During last week’s 
city council meeting, Cor-
rie Scott gave an update 
on the events Big Lake has 
planned for the summer 
months. 

There will be two 
drive-in style Movie in the 
Park dates. The first was 
Friday, May 21, showing 
The Croods (Note: this ar-
ticle was written before the 
event took place. Due to 
rain, the event may have 
been rescheduled to May 
28.) Shrek will be screened 
at Lakeside Park on Sept. 
10.

The Big Lake Farm-
ers Market will be held 
at Lakeside Park every 
Wednesday starting in June 
and going through August.

In partnership with 
Sherburne County 4-H, 
there will be “Cloverbud 
Camp” gardening camps 
for kids at Big Lake parks 
in August. Thanks to a do-
nation from Big Lake Spud 
Fest, there will be no fee for 
students who participate in 
the event. Registration is 
required. 

Music in the Park 
events will take place June 
3, 10, and 17, and July 1 
and 8. A variety of live 
bands will be featured.

The council accepted 

donations from various 
community organizations 
in order to run all of these 
events.

Debt Bonds Purchase 
The council accepted 

bids for bonds to cover 
work for the street improve-
ment project and made a 
motion to approve the sale 
of the bond for $3,140,000.

The council asked 
questions about the city’s 
AA rating from S&P global 
ratings, which, essentially, 
is like a credit score for 
the government entity. The 
AA rating is very common, 
and it’s a decent rating. A 
representative of Northland 
Securities walked the coun-
cil members through the 
significance of the rating. 

Annual City Report
City administrator Clay 

Wilfahrt gave a presenta-
tion on the city for 2020.

There was a higher vol-
ume of violent crimes in the 
city, likely due to COVID-
19.

There was a tempo-
rary stall of development 
in 2020, but development 
came back later in the year 
or this year and Wilfahrt 
expected to see no long 
term issues related to the 
stall. 

Some infrastructure 
projects were put on hold 
last year, such as the street 
improvement project.

The liquor store had a 

30% increase in sales year 
over year. 

The wastewater treat-
ment facility was expanded 
to meet capacity needs. The 
city paid for the expansion 
with cash.

The Framework 2030 
project is still ongoing, with 
staff looking to see how the 
community will grow over 
the next ten years. 

After Wilfahrt finished 
his presentation, Acting 
Chief Matt Hayen gave sta-
tistics for the year for the 
police department. 

In Other Business,
the Board:
• Approved Midwest 

Sound and Stage, Inc. 
Equipment Rental Agree-
ment for the 2021 Music in 
the Park Events;

• Approved Big Eagle 
Lake Improvement Asso-
ciation Temporary Liquor 
License for the Music in 
the Park Events at Lakeside 
Park; 

• Authorized Disposal 
of Big Lake Fire Depart-
ment Non-Compliant Turn-
out Gear; 

• Heard reports from 
the BLPD, BLFD, Engi-
neering Dept., Student Li-
aison, City Administrator, 
and the board committees. 

Big Lake City plans 
for summer events

By Mark Kolbinger
Contributing Writer

The Sherburne County 
Board of Commissioners met 
Tuesday morning and spent 
considerable time listening 
to Assistant County Admin-
istrator Dan Weber explain 
the county’s expected alloca-
tion from the federal govern-
ment’s American Recovery 
Plan Act (ARPA).  The first 
installment of funds is ex-
pected to be received this year 
and the second half will come 
in 2022 with a total revenue 
of $18.9 million.

Weber detailed import-
ant highlights from the guid-
ance that accompanies the 
funding, noting the areas in 
which the county will have 
greater flexibility in allowable 
legal expenditures.

Some of the allowable 
uses for the money include 
public health response, broad-
band initiatives, housing and 
business relief.

Weber polled the board 
regarding the offering of an-
other round of business relief 
— noting that there are some 
counties who are not planning 
to offer assistance in this area 
— while relaying that he still 
receives a couple calls a week 
from the business commu-
nity.

“If relief is needed and 
they can demonstrate the 
need, I would have a difficult 
time saying no,” Commis-
sioner Felix Schmiesing said.

The consensus of the 
board was to agree with 
Schmiesing about the busi-
ness relief, however perhaps 
in a way that targeted busi-
nesses who didn’t qualify for 
the original two rounds of 
CARES Act money.

The project that drew the 
most interest from the com-
missioners was in the area of 
broadband access to the rural 
parts of the county.

“This is a once in a life-
time opportunity in this area,” 
Board Chair Raeanne Dan-
ielowski noted.

Weber explained that the 
county is in a good position to 
expand the broadband access 
despite some fairly stringent 
ARPA requirements for mb/s 
speeds.  Currently, the county 
is conducting a broadband 
survey that will require a 
robust response from home-
owners and businesses in 
order to gather enough data 
to make the project efficient 
and timely.  Because the 
county expects to have this 
data fairly soon, including a 
map that outlines current cov-
erages across all cities and 
townships as well as a five 
year expansion plan, Weber 
expects that Sherburne could 
be one of the first county gov-
ernments ready to start fiber 
projects and it would be pos-
sible that conduit could go in 
the ground yet this year.

“We are prepared and 
we have a process in place,” 
Weber said.  “We are ready to 
hit the next phase.”

Other uses
Weber reviewed sev-

eral additional permissible 
uses for the ARPA funds, 
including COVID-19 related 
expense reimbursements and 

mitigation efforts.
For example, the plexi-

glass installations across the 
Government Center were suc-
cessful and look professional, 
therefore court administration 
is interested in utilizing these 
barriers in their area.

In addition, the Entrepre-
neurs Lab has been successful 
and could also qualify for the 
funding based on the success-
ful business retention it has 
experienced to date.

Another area that could 
see revenue from the ARPA 
funds is in revenue loss in ser-
vices such as passport appli-
cations and driver’s licenses.

Weber pointed out that 
in just the area of passports, 
perhaps as much as $40,000 
in lost revenue could be re-
couped from lost business 
during the pandemic period.

The county’s cyber se-
curity program could also see 
an infusion of revenue from 
the program, as Weber ex-
pects some staff to continue 
to work from home in certain 
instances where it has proven 
to be effective and efficient.

Staffing
The county has closely 

been monitoring the backlog 
of residential visits it expects 
to experience as a result of the 
covid restrictions that have 
been in place at the Govern-
ment Center and this could 
result in additional staffing 
being hired to address the 
logjam.

HHS Director Amanda 
Larson noted that the flood 
gates have opened in terms 
of public assistance requests, 
as well as health insurance 
applications — with this area 
alone seeing a 20% increase 
in appointments.  She also 
noted the increase in mental 
health services requests, from 
chemical health treatment 
placements to detox and civil 
commitments.

Larson was quick to 
point out that these positions 
would be monitored closely 
and could be managed 
through attrition in the future 
to return to pre-pandemic 
staffing levels as dictated by 
caseloads.

County Attorney Kath-
leen Heaney spoke of the 
staffing needs in her depart-
ment as a result of programs 
such as school truancy com-
ing back online.  In addi-
tion, the courts are adding 
additional calendars to work 
through the backlog of cases 
that have been postponed 
over the past year due to 
courtroom restrictions.

She noted a 14% in-
crease in felony case referrals 
from 2019-2020 as being an 
area that requires attention, as 
well as a big increase in the 
number of high profile cases, 
including the county’s first 
mentally ill and dangerous 
person case designation in a 
decade.

In a truly shocking sta-
tistic, Heaney shared that 
her attorneys have 145 trial 
settings scheduled between 
now and November, whereas 
in a pre-covid average year 
they would do 12-18 trials 
the entire year.  Just the sheer 
number of cases will require 
additional staffing to attend 

to each case through trial or 
other resolution.

The commissioners were 
understanding of the unique 
nature of the staffing needs, 
but also cautioned that the 
growth in employees needs 
to be monitored closely so the 
government can operate as ef-
ficiently as possible.

“In good faith, we are 
trying to identify operation 
needs that are COVID-19 re-
lated and will dissipate over 
time,” Administrator Bruce 
Messelt said.  “Adding staff-
ing has some risks, but it is an 
area that should be explored.”

Foster Care Month
The board adopted a 

resolution proclaiming May 
2021 and Foster Care Month 
and received an update from 
HHS regarding the naming 
of Foster Family of the Year 
award winners.

Sherburne is home to 
127 child and adult provid-
ers for foster care and the 
HHS staff named 2021 Child 
Foster Care honorees (Terry 
and Wendy Bohn) and Adult 
Foster Care honorees (Dave 
and Vicky Warren).  In addi-
tion, a young woman named 
Angel was introduced as 
the 2021 Foster Child of the 
Year award recipient and she 
shared her story of spending 
nearly six years in foster care, 
including details about the in-
credible impact county staff 
had on her life.

COVID-19
Nicole Ruhoff presented 

the pandemic update to the 
board and noted that MN con-
tinues to do a good job with 
testing and both the state and 
county have experienced a 
sharp decline in positivity rate 
since the beginning of April.

She noted that while 
the school 14 day formula is 
declining across most sites, 
there are still a number of 
districts in the caution area 
with a considerable number 
of cases.

Hospital capacity num-
bers show that anyone who 
needs care is able to get it, 
while the county continues to 
make progress on its vaccina-
tion rates.

Approximately 40% of 
eligible county residents have 
been fully vaccinated, while 
that number jumps to 74% 
of residents aged 65 and over 
(compared to 88% in MN).

Vaccination clinics are 
still being held in the county, 
with many of the doses being 
administered to people com-
ing back for their second shot 
of the Moderna or Pfizer vac-
cine.

Ruhoff also noted that 
Sherburne County was se-
lected as a pilot site for a new 
state effort in reaching out to 
people about potential vacci-
nation interest via email and 
cell phone numbers.  The 
contact information is coming 
from the State of MN EOC 
and was not provided by 
Sherburne County.  Residents 
are able to opt out of addi-
tional contacts if they are not 
interested or they can receive 
information to help them get 
appointments scheduled or 
questions answered.

Sherburne County to receive 
$18.9 million in ARPA funds

Submitted Article

(Editor’s Note: The fol-
lowing article was sourced 
from the Wright County 
website.

As part of the Ameri-
can Rescue Plan, Wright 
County is looking to lay 
fiber in the ground to get 
internet service providers 
to offer new or upgraded 
service to the areas in the 

county (primarily in the 
western portion) that have 
the slowest broadband 
speeds. 

As part of this effort, 
Wright County is asking 
residents to take an internet 
speed through the Minne-
sota Rural Broadband Co-
alition. The MRBC doesn’t 
use tracking cookies or 
store personal data or ad-
dresses. It saves locations to 

identify where upgrades are 
most needed. The speed test 
takes just a couple of min-
utes and will help county 
planners identify areas that 
have the greatest need. 

To take the speed test, 
go here: https://mnrural-
broadbandcoalition.com/
speedtest.

Residents Asked to Take Internet Speed Test



Most of the Patriot’s 
readers are already proba-
bly aware that I don’t have 
Facebook or other social 
media accounts and in fact 
I pretty much detest the 
concept of social media in 
general (hypocrisy alert - I 
do have a hand in the Patriot 
Twitter account as part of 
my job duties).

Let’s be honest, has 
anyone ever witnessed an 
actual disagreement resolved 
through the use of a Face-
book rant?  I’m willing very 
few people have ever read 
a post and then proclaimed 
“Wow!  All (or some) of 
my ideas, morals and beliefs 
were totally wrong and now 
I am going to fully embrace 
the contrarian viewpoint!”

However, I will agree 
that sometimes just going 
on a rant is fun and rather 
refreshing — a chance to 
get a few things off my chest 
with the full knowledge that 
my intention is not to solve 
issues or have anyone agree 
with me. So here goes . . . 
a good, old fashioned rant.  
Granted it won’t rival Chevy 
Chase’s epic meltdown 
about his cheap, lying, no-
good, rotten, . . . brainless 
boss.  But we all do need 
to blow off steam once in 
a while without expecting 
other people to chime in or 
“like” it.  Plus, I’ve added a 
few pledges that could spice 
up life in Sherburne County 
over the next few months.

Rant: Can we just be 
nice and polite to the teen-
ager (or anyone in today’s 
world) who actually has the 
gumption to have a job and 
works in retail or the food 
industry?  I’ve never been 
hired to work in the food in-
dustry (insert joke about the 
fox guarding the hen house) 
but I’ve heard plenty of sto-
ries from those that do about 
horrible tippers and narcis-

sistic jerks who mistreat the 
workers.  How about throw-
ing in a compliment or sim-
ply practicing good manners 
by saying please and thank 
you?  

Pledge: Next time I 
see a person pitching a fit 
in a store or restaurant, I am 
going to “boo” them — feel 
free to join in!

Rant: If you are a pol-
itician seeking any office, 
from dog catcher to grand 
poobah, please have an orig-
inal idea that might actually 
make sense and then talk 
to me about that idea rather 
than just telling me how ter-
rible the other person is or 
acts.  I’m personally tired of 
the “vote for me because the 
other person hates puppies 
crowd”.

Pledge: If you call me, 
come to my door or send me 
an email or literature, I will 
stop reading, listening, car-
ing, etc. the minute I read, 
hear or detect a complete 
lack of ideas on your part.  
And I will never vote for you 
based on “the other candi-
date sucks” theory — even 
if that happens to be true. If 
you come to my door and 
mention the absurdity of the 
other candidate, expect me to 
shut it in your face in a not so 
polite manner — feel free to 
do the same!

Rant: As Minnesotans, 
most of us are guilty of sub-

scribing to the mathematical 
impossibility that we belong 
to the 80% of drivers who 
think they are “above aver-
age”.  If that’s the case, then 
why do we need to pay an 
insurance premium every 
six months for “uninsured 
motorists”?  Why do we all 
also avoid eye contact with 
the opposing driver the mil-
lisecond we do something 
stupid on the roadway?  Or 
worse yet, try to blame the 
other person as if their ac-
tions caused us to pull out in 
front of them?  Some people 
would say the term gaslight-
ing is a new phenomenon, 
but let’s be honest — drivers 
have been doing just that to 
each other for decades!

Pledge:  To the best of 
my ability, I will now take 
responsibility when I do 
something stupid on the road 
by making eye contact and 
flashing the “My bad, I’m an 
idiot sign”.  That should not 
be confused with the “you’re 
number one” sign — feel 
free to do the same!

None of these rants or 
pledges are planned to drasti-
cally change the way people 
live their lives, but perhaps 
they are minuscule steps we 
can all take towards making 
life a bit better for ourselves 
and our neighbors.

Plus, the minute I hear 
a “boo” in a restaurant, hear 
a positive message from a 
politician, or see someone 
making eye contact after a 
driving miscue, I’ll selfishly 
take credit for changing the 
world.  Or at least I’ll pretend 
for a minute that someone in 
Sherburne County paid at-
tention to  my rant!  It’ll be 
like a “like” for the Face-
book page I don’t have.
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An Amazing Top Predator
(Editor’s Note: The 

following article was sub-
mitted by Naturist Stan 
Tekiela).

Each spring in nature 
there is a lot of tragedy 
and triumph. Heart break 
and happiness. Success 
and failure. As the natu-
ral world gets down to the 
task of replenishment, not 
all critters will be lucky 
enough to raise their young. 
This was painfully obvious 
to me the other day while 
filming and documenting a 
family of Cooper’s Hawks 
(Accipiter cooperii).

The Cooper’s Hawk is 
an amazing top predator. 
As its name implies, it’s a 
type of hawk. A medium 
sized woodland hawk with 
short broad wings and a 
long narrow tail. It is often 
seen by many who feed 
birds in their backyards, 
swooping around, and 
chasing the birds that visit 
your feeding station.

These hawks are 
some of the most 
widespread and 
common of all the 
raptors. They are 
found and nest in 
every state in the 
country except for 
Alaska. During 
winter they will 
migrate out of many 
of the northern states 
for several months, 
but quickly return in the 
spring.

They are often referred 
to as “true hawks” and are 
famous for their amazingly 
quick and agile flight. And 
they need this rocket-like 
flight to capture their prey. 
These hawks make a living 
at eating other birds. They 
prey on anything from 
warblers and sparrows to 
larger birds such as mourn-
ing doves, but one of their 
most favorite food is the 
Northern Flicker, which 
is a large woodpecker 
species. Either way, other 
birds are always on the 
menu.

They can be stone cold 
killers and are considered 
to be on the top of the food 
chain, but that doesn’t al-
ways protect them. This 
spring, I have been ob-
serving a female Cooper’s 
Hawk that was building a 
nest about 40 feet up in a 

small tree. For many days 
she brought in stick after 
stick slowing building up a 
nest platform, large enough 
for her to sit comfortably 
and also accommodate 
her eggs and eventual off-
spring.

I spent a lot of time 
scouting out the area try-
ing to figure out the best 
angle to film the nest and 

the fourth-coming young. 
I finally decided upon the 
angle. Next, I brought in 
my small one person blind 
and set it up in a suitable 
area. The blind was located 
about 50 yards away from 
the nest to ensure I wasn’t 
impacting the hawk. I 
climbed into the blind to 
make sure the view was 
good. This is the most im-
portant part of the photo set 
up. Placement of the blind 
can make or break a shot.

Making sure I am not 
impacting the bird while it 
goes about its daily routine 
is extremely important to 
capturing natural behav-
iors. So, the blind needs to 
cover me and all my cam-
era gear with the exception 
of the front of the lens. 
Now all I had to do was 

wait a couple days for the 
mother to become accus-
tomed to the blind and for 
the eggs to hatch.

So, as you can see 
there is a lot of prep work 
needed for just one photo 
shoot. And I was very ex-
cited to get started. I was 
planning on spending 
many, many hours covered 
up, in cramped quarters, 
out in the woods. But one 
night something happened. 
The predator became the 
prey.

I don’t know what, be-
cause obviously I wasn’t 
there at night, but some-
thing happened, and the 
bird who sits at the top 
of the food chain was 
knocked off the top spot. 
When I arrived one morn-
ing, the mother was gone.

I am guessing that a 
predator came in and went 
after the incubating female 
and or the eggs. It could 
have been any number of 

other predators either 
avian or terrestrial, 

and I don’t want to 
point fingers and 
play the blame 
game, but this pre-
dation points out 
the simple fact 
that Mother Na-
ture doesn’t follow 

the rules that we put 
forth for her. Mother 

Nature is hard and 
often times difficult.

We need to remember 
that only the strong sur-
vive and that predation is 
what makes Mother Na-
ture stronger and propels 
it forward into the future 
in a much stronger and 
vibrant fashion. And it 
doesn’t matter if we people 
think its cruel or unusual. 
Because it is how nature 
works and we need to learn 
to understand and accept it. 
Until next time…

Stan Tekiela is an au-
thor / naturalist and wildlife 
photographer who travels 
the U.S. to study and cap-
ture images of wildlife. He 
can be followed on face-
book.com, twitter.com and 
Instagram. He can be con-
tacted via his web page at 
naturesmart.com. 

TO THE EDITOR:
     We have had four years of peace 
under Trump in the Middle East and 
in 4 months, it has become a mecca of 
death and destruction.  Plus, how does 
one defend $28 billion taken from covid 
funds  and given to migrant care as we 
are now spending $60 million a week to 
care for illegal border crossers?  Over 
584,000 since January and one million 
projected by mid summer.  That is what 
happens when you literally invite them 
from now 60 different countries which is 
what the border patrol has said.  Human-
itarianism is a good thing but breaking 
the taxpayers back is another.  All for 
votes of course.  Hard to believe but the 
Mpls city council is debating replacing 
the Mpls police dept.  I say with what?  
Brooklyn Center is developing a civil-
ian patrol group who will be handling 
traffic violations.  I choose not to volun-
teer.  And why are inspectors or report-
ers not allowed in Wuhan laboratories 
yet?  What could they be hiding?  In 4 
months we have gone from 100% energy 
independent to increased dependence on 
foreign energy and gas lines.  And just 
when are parents going to rise up against 
the pornographic books that many U.S. 
schools are now giving to middle school 
students.  Time for parents to monitor 
their schools in every way.  This back to 
the future agenda of the Biden adminis-
tration and the crisis we face on every 
front is an eye opener for those who paid 
no attention prior to 2021 election.  
Gordon Schmidt
Loretto, MN

TO THE EDITOR:
I wanted to give a shout out to all 

those involved in the Becker Middle and 
High School’s outdoor theater produc-
tions of Pirates of Penzance and You’re 
a Good Man Charlie Brown. 

Both shows were perfect for the out-
side venue. The acting, directing, chore-
ography, music, sound, and costumes 
were all amazing. It was like watching 
professionally done shows at one of the 
big theme parks. 

I had the privilege and honor of 
building the sets for these wonderful 
students so had a first-hand look at the 
whole process of putting the shows to-
gether.  The seniors in the production 
were true leaders and encouraging to all.  
Everyone did a great job and I look for-
ward to many more quality programs in 
the future.

Thank you Becker Theater Students 
and Staff.
Sincerely,
Curtis Hed
Becker, MN

Letters To The Editor

Legislative session wraps
(Editor’s Note: The 

following article was sub-
mitted by the team of Sen. 
Mary Kiffmeyer).

The 2021 Legislative 
Session wrapped up Mon-
day afternoon and I be-
lieve there are some really 
good provisions included 
in the budget we have so 
far. There will be a bit of 
overtime and all 201 of 
us legislators will be back 
at the Capitol, continuing 
to negotiate a budget that 
will improve the lives of all 
Minnesotans, not just those 
in the Twin Cities. 

I am not very pleased 
about having to come back 
in June, but I believe it is 
for the best. All year, the 
governor and House have 
been pushing for tax in-
creases. The proposal was 
$5 billion in tax hikes for 
Minnesotans after one of 
the most difficult years fi-
nancially possibly in our 
state’s history. My top pri-
ority that I would not give 
in on was no tax increases. 
Zero. Minnesotans need tax 
relief and cuts, and that’s 
what we have delivered on. 

It took until the final 
day of Session for the gov-
ernor to relent. Walz and 
the House were absolutely 
determined to raise your 

taxes even after all of the 
federal money came in. 
This is no way to govern. 
I have seen Minnesotans 
tighten their own personal 
budgets to make ends meet 
and now it’s the govern-
ment’s turn. There are 201 
legislators locally elected 
to fight for what is best for 
their districts and at least 
in the Senate, we believe 
you’ve done enough and 
deserve a break. There is 
government waste out there 
and I am determined to find 
and eliminate that before 
passing the burden onto 
you, the taxpayers. 

The House and Sen-
ate were able to work to-
gether in my committee, 
State Government, to adopt 
overlapping policies we 
refer to as “sames and simi-

lars.” This means that when 
we come back for Special 
Session next month, we 
will have a big chunk of 
our budget already accom-
plished and will have more 
time to hash out the bigger 
policy items. It also allows 
certain provisions in the bill 
to begin sooner rather than 
later. 

Notably, federal funds 
for veterans’ homes were 
included in the budgets 
passed this week. Funds for 
construction, equipment, 
and furnishings for the 
veterans homes in Preston, 
Montevideo, and Bemidji 
will become immediately 
available for use following 
passage, assuming Gov-
ernor Walz signs the bill. 
This is a huge relief to some 
incredibly important and 
brave Minnesotans, and I 
am proud to have been able 
to include it in my budget.  

Although Session is 
done (until the Special Ses-
sion), I remain committed 
to fighting for your needs 
at the Capitol in any way 
I can. I encourage you to 
reach out to my office with 
any questions, comments, 
or concerns. My email is 
Sen.Mary.Kiffmeyer@Sen-
ate.MN or you can call me 
at 651-296-5565. 

By Sen. 
Mary Kiffmeyer

By Naturist 
Stan Tekiela

Old Fashioned Ranting And Some Pledges

By Mark Kolbinger,
Contributing Writer



NEWSPAPERS ARE 
PREFERRED BY 

AFFLUENT AUDIENCES
Did you know that newspapers are the 
preferred choice for affluent audiences 

to get information?

Participants of a recent study were 
asked which media platforms they 

remembered seeing ads in in the past 
month and how they reacted to them. 

Despite all the attention that digital 
media receives, wealthy participants 
were far more likely to use printed 
newspapers than any other media 
channel. This was followed only by 

online newspapers.
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SEASONAL WORKERS
For PT Custodial/Groundskeeping at Otsego 

and Bertram Parks in Wright County as well as 
Pleasant Lake Park. 

Contact Green View at 651-639-1913.
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CAREER OPPORTUNITIES 

 Direct Support Staff 
 Operations Program Director 
 Mental Health Specialist 
 Mental Health Program Director 

 
Dungarvin has Residential Homes across the St. Cloud Area with 
positions are available in Foley, Monticello, Clear Lake and Sauk 

Rapids! 
 

We have weekly hiring events! 
 

Not from Around here? We have opportunities across MN from Grand Rapids to 
Rochester along with 13 other states.  Visit our career page to find out more about 

positions close to you ! 

Do you desire to makes someone smile 
each day?   

Do you have a passion to engage others ?  
Are you searching for purposeful work 
with opportunities to grow within the 

company?   

Join Our Team! 
Take the first step towards enjoying your journey! 
Apply online today: www.dungarvincareers.com 

 
   
651-699-6050 
 
  www.facebook.com/dungarvin 
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Do you desire to makes someone smile 
each day?   

Do you have a passion to engage others ?  
Are you searching for purposeful work 
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Join Our Team! 
Take the first step towards enjoying your journey! 
Apply online today: www.dungarvincareers.com 
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POSITIONS START AT $14.50/HR! 
DAYS, EVES & OVERNIGHTS AVAIL.

FT AND PT!  
• Direct Support Staff 
• Mental Health Specialist 
Dungarvin provides supports in a Residential 
Group Home setting to individuals with physical 
and mental disabilities.  We have over 160 pro-
grams across MN including: Foley, St Cloud, Sauk 
Rapids, Monticello, Clear Lake and many more!! 

Join Our Team! 
Take the first step towards enjoying your journey! 
Apply online today: www.dungarvincareers.com 

651-699-6050
www.facebook.com/dungarvin

Options Inc. is hiring!
Supporting adults with disabilities!

We are looking to fill the following position:

Job Coach
Daytime hours M-F
Competetive Salary, Vacation.
Exceptional Benefits Including

FREE Employee Dental and Life Insurance
Apply today at: www.options-inc.org/career

Options, Inc. (EOE)

The Mechanic & Fleet Supervisor is responsible for 
developing, planning, monitoring, scheduling, and 

coordinating the operations and personnel responsible 
for the management and maintenance of the County’s 

vehicles and equipment.
Apply Online by May 31: www.sherburnejobs.com

Mechanic & Fleet Supervisor
The Mechanic & Fleet Supervisor is responsible for develop-
ing, planning, monitoring, scheduling, and coordinating the 
operations and personnel responsible for the management and 
maintenance of the County's vehicles and equipment.
Apply Online: www.sherburnejobs.com

Now Hiring!
Mechanic & Fleet

Supervisor

Performs highway maintenance tasks in order to 
provide a safe and adequate County Highway system for 

the safety of the public traveling within Sherburne County. 
Includes aspects of maintenance, heavy 

equipment operation, construction, and sign/traffic control 
creation and installation.

Apply Online by May 31: www.sherburnejobs.com

Mechanic & Fleet Supervisor
The Mechanic & Fleet Supervisor is responsible for develop-
ing, planning, monitoring, scheduling, and coordinating the 
operations and personnel responsible for the management and 
maintenance of the County's vehicles and equipment.
Apply Online: www.sherburnejobs.com

Now Hiring!
Highway Maintenance/

Equipment Operator

NOW HIRING for Big Lake, Buffalo & 
surrounding area sites 

To apply online visit:
www.divinehouse.org or call (320) 231-2738

328 SW 5th Street, Willmar, MN 56201

Starting pay $13 and up for awake hours FT & PT with
afternoon/evening shifts. Asleep overnights $10.08/hr. Experience 

working with people with disabilities or background in medical field 
and supervisory experience helpful but not necessary. 

We believe that all people have the right to live and work in an environment 
which provides them with pride, self-respect, friendships, and the opportunity to 

achieve success while realizing that success is defined differently for everyone. We 
feel that our job is to offer friendship, security, and guidance to those we serve.

Maintenance Position (Part Time) -
The Catholic Church of St. Luke in Clearwater, MN has an opening 
for a PT maint. position.  Year-round, part-time position; typically 
working approximately 10 to 15 hours per week.  Most hours will 
be worked on Mondays and Thursdays, with additional hours as 

needed during the week and on weekends to help with special events. 
Responsibilities include caring for the physical facilities of the parish 
in order to ensure a safe, clean and welcoming environment.  Good 

attendance record, computer skills and knowledge of safety, electrical 
and fire codes required.  Assist in proper maint. and operation of all 
systems incl. plumbing, electrical, septic, exhaust, fans, ventilation, 

fire protection (alarms, extinguishers, and sprinklers), sound system 
and security alarms.  Requires climbing ladders, lifting and operation 
of custodial equipment.  This position is responsible for being aware 
of needs for minor repairs and repair or arrange for repair as needed. 
Contact the parish office at (320) 558-2124 with questions or to apply.               

$1,500 Sign-on bonus! Salary: $15.55 - $19.20

Kitchen Staff
Flexible Hours

Tips 
Apply in person.

Hwy. 10 & Lake St., 
Big Lake

NOW HIRINGNOW HIRING

16496 149th St., SE Big Lake, MN 5530916496 149th St., SE Big Lake, MN 55309

CallCall
763-262-6508763-262-6508

Help Wanted!Help Wanted!
• Servers • Cooks• Servers • Cooks
• Bartenders• Bartenders

$1000 SIGN ON BONUS!!*
NOW HIRING DELIVERY DRIVERS AND DELIVERY 

ASSISTANTS AT OUR BECKER DISTRIBUTION CENTER LOCATION!
Earning potential of $50,000-$60,000 per year!

Training provided – No CDL Required  - No Experience Necessary! If you 

have a good attitude and strong work ethic, we will train you to be a 

successful member of our delivery team!

Email resume to careers@beckerfurnitureworld.com

Age 55+ workers 
needed for PT 

Custodial work at 
the St. Cloud, 
Fuller Lake 
& Enfield 

Rest Areas.  
Contact 

Green View 
651-639-1913. 

St Cloud looking for 
compassionate individuals with 

initiative & enthusiasm to work as
Direct Support Staff 
Program Manager  

Designated 
Coordinator

Immediate hire!
Variety of shifts avail!

CNA Cert Pref. 1 Year Exp 
Pref. Send inquiries:

amber@taddslighthouse.com
or call Amber @ 

612-643-5360, Ext. 1104

(Adult Foster Care &
Related Services agency)

TADD’S LIGHTHOUSE

ASTECH Corp. is now 
accepting applications for 

the following positions:
$2,500 sign-on bonus for 

CDL Drivers.
• CDL Drivers - 

Class A or B
Starting pay $28/hour

• Flaggers and Laborers
• Equipment Operators

• Shop Mechanics
Travel required with 

multiple days away from 
home. Competitive pay 
with overtime and per 
diem paid. Must pass 
pre-employment drug 

screen. Must be 18 years 
or older. Must have 

driver’s license and clean 
MVR. Benefits include 

Health Insurance and 401-
k. ASTECH is an equal 
opportunity employer.

Pick up an application 
Mon-Fri 8am-4:30pm 
in our entryway: 8348 

Ridgewood Rd. St. 
Joseph, MN, 56374 or 

download an application 
from our website (as-

techmn.com) & drop it 
off, mail it, or email to: 
astechjobs@hotmail.com

Join Our Team!
Now Hiring Warehouse Associates

Great Pay & Benefits • Productivity Bonus • Day /Night Positions

Big Lake, MN  • 763.263.3350
Find us at www.expresspros.com/stcloudmn

-Office Manager $$
-Print Production $17+
-Forklift Drivers $17 +
-Office admin $15+
-Machine Oper & CNC $17+
-Logistics Cust. Service - $18+
-Mystery Shopper $15 + mileage
-Admin Support (6 mo. contract)
-Office Asst. (part time)
-Distribution/whse at Bluestem $15+
& More

LET 

320-251-1038 to 
interview NOW

ExpressJobs App – 
Apply!

 No fees! Benefits & More – Call, click or stop in!

OPEN NEW 
DOORS FOR YOU!



By Katherine Cantin
Staff Writer
Reporter.Katie@PatriotNewsMN.com

Last weekend, Big 
Lake held its annual re-
cycle day event at the Big 
Lake maintenance build-
ing. Residents from Big 
Lake City, Township, and 
Orrock Twp. came to drop 
off a large variety of objects 
to be recycled, from tires, 
to appliances, and even old 
salon chairs. There was a 
huge turnout of residents 
wanting to declutter. At 
one point, some residents 
waited in line for up to 45 
minutes, according to event 
volunteers. 

“There were cars 
wrapped along the road,” 
said Sam Hanson, city 
councilor. “It’s great to 
see!”

Many cities and town-
ships of the Patriot reader-
ship host an annual recycle 
day, but not everyone can 
make it out to their local 
events.

“We got a lot of flack 
for having recycle day on 
the fishing opener,” said 
Jayme Swenson, deputy 

clerk for Big Lake Twp., 
noting that they hold the 
event on the third Saturday 
in May every year. 

Any readers who 
missed out on the recycle 
day event due to fishing 
opener or for any other rea-
son don’t have to hold on to 

their junk for another year, 
however. Metro Appliance 
Recycling, the vendor who 
handled the items dropped 
off in Big Lake last week-
end, offers services year-
round to private citizens. 
They accept drop-offs at 
their location in Otsego 

(16403 60th St NE, Otsego) 
and they also offer pick-up 
services to area residents. 
More information can be 
found at their website, 
ThinkGreenMN.com. 
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Get your 
ad in the 
Patriot 
today! 

763.275.0275

EXCELLENT FULL TIME 
BENEFITS PACKAGE…
• Health, Dental, and Vision Insurance

• Paid holidays and vacation

• Opportunity to earn bonuses

• 401k match

• Educational Assistance

• And many more!

COVID Safety Measures will be taken during hiring 
event 

• Masks required/will be provided

• Social distancing enforced

• Temperature screening upon arrival

• Frequent sanitation of common areas

$1,500 Sign On 
Bonus 

Food Handler 
(1st & 2nd shift – Full Time) 

$15.55/hr + 

Sanitation 
(3rd shift – Full Time) 

$19.20/hr + 

Positions available at Monticello 
and Big Lake facilities 

Part Time positions available 
through Doherty Staffing

Cargill is an Equal Employer, including 
Disability/Vet with a Drug Free Workplace 

Conducting onsite interviews with  
on the spot offers for production positions! 

Thursday, June 3rd 
9:00 am – 3:00 pm 

Cargill Monticello  
318 W 4th St 

Monticello, MN 55362 

ONSITE HIRING EVENT

763-271-5675 for questions
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Big Lake American Legion Post No. 147

Big Lake American Legion Post No. 147 Lawful Gambling Lic. 01195-04
Pull Tabs Available at The Friendly Buffalo and The Big Lake Smoke Shop

Memorial Day Services
Monday, May 31st, at 10am

Big Lake Cemetary
Immediately followed by a picnic at Lions Park

Food from Gess What’s Cookin’
21960 CR5 (2.6 mi N. of Big Lake on CR5).

Please bring your unservicable flags for a dignified disposal.

Placing of Memorial Day Wreath
9AM at Veteran’s Memorial Park

in Big Lake, Hwy 25 & 10

By Captain Josh Hagemeister

Get ready folks, more 
(and bigger) fish are going 
to be caught this summer 
than ever before! The over-
all fish population should be 
at higher than average lev-
els on most lakes through-
out the state ( I might know 
of a few of these soon to 
be honey holes!) I think 
we are on the upside of the 
“cycle”.  Lakes cycle, fish 
populations cycle, deer 
cycle, —everything cy-
cles, and we are headed 
towards a great open 
water 2021 season 
for a couple of rea-
sons starting with 
this spring!

Keeping fish 
on the line is 
more than chas-
ing Facebook 
reports, luck, and 
a magic lure.  It’s 
created through on 
the water observation, 
learning and retention, 
and paying attention to de-
tails.  Oh yeh, knowledge 
of the watery environment 
is also a large factor in 
the success arena.  Sure, it 
helps to glance at the DNR 

Lake Finder website to 
look for “intel” on a lakes 
fish populations, average 
sizes, stocking efforts, etc., 
but there is more to it than 
that.  Hands on observation 
is definitely more accurate 
and reliable.  In my opin-
ion, lakes cycle about every 
5-6 years.  Meaning they 
max out in “pumping out” 
a seemingly bullet proof 
population of certain game 

fish about every 5-6 years.  
I believe there are cou-
ple of things that control 

the “unscientific” cycle.  
Some of these things are 
angling pressure (winter 
or summer), over harvest, 
a poor spawn/ year class or 
two, baitfish trends, AND 
a lakes ability to recover 
from all of these things.  I 
can’t tell you how many 
times I’ve fished a certain 
lake for years with the per-
fect amount of success in 
regards to angling pressure, 
consistency, numbers, and 
size of the fish.  And then 
it all comes crashing down 

for 3-4 years because 
“word gets out” and 

the lake gets “wiped 
out”.  Thus the 
cycle begins…or 
ends.

One ful l 
season to kill 
the lake, and 3-4 
more seasons to 
rebuild it.  My 

grandpa would 
always blame mod-

ern electronics for 
ruining fishing—“depth 

finders” were the devil.  I 
disagreed with him.  I say 
it always comes back to 
greed, hoarding, and poor 
decisions.  I know quite 
a few anglers that have 

ZERO problem catching 
about whatever they want 
but typically only keep a 
few “eaters” for dinner. I 
call this practice “personal 
lake management”.  Per-
sonal decisions to protect 
the fishery by using re-
straint and commonsense 
in regards to keeping fish 
to eat or mount.  The far 
too generous outdated legal 
limits that allow anglers 
to over harvest are not in-
cluded in personal lake 
management—in fact, they 
are frowned upon.  Thank-
fully, within the last couple 
of fishing seasons there 
have been “forced” under 
harvest by anglers thanks 
to Mother Nature. 

Roll back time to the 
ice fishing season of 2018 
which started with a warm 
Fall and no safe ice to fish 
on until basically ½-2/3 of 
the winter was over.  This 
alone saved uncountable 
numbers of fish being har-
vested everywhere on any 
lake. Then, due to large 
amounts of snow which 
accumulated on the ice 
throughout the 2018/2019 
winter basically shut down 
the later part of the ice sea-

son due to crippling travel 
on the ice and under house 
flooding.  At that point, ice 
fishing was done for most 
anglers that didn’t like to 
walk or use portables.  So it 
had the same effect-- thou-
sands of more fish spared 
on any given lake.  Then 
again, a mid-April blizzard 
basically destroyed the 
usual open water Spring 
panfish slaughter—again,-- 
thousands of fish spared an 
eternity at the bottom of a 
full freezer.  Last Fall was 
no different. The angling 
pressure was extremely 
limited by Mother Nature as 
well—cold, rain, snow, and 
wind tortured the months of 
September and October and 
kept the usual high num-
ber of Fall anglers off the 
lakes (and hunters out of 
the fields) again sparing the 
lives of countless walleyes 
and crappies everywhere!

Similar events were 
almost duplicated this last 
winter.  A warm December 
kept the ice too thin for the 
masses of anglers which 
now depend on heavy trucks 
and 25’ fish houses in order 
to go ice fishing.  Heck, 
many area lakes didn’t 

have a fish house on it until 
mid-January—again saving 
thousands of all varieties of 
fish—which are now avail-
able to catch!    With so 
many prime fishing/catch-
ing/harvesting windows 
destroyed by Mother Na-
ture, most anglers around 
the state had very low catch 
rates-- thus once again sav-
ing a countless number of 
all fish species just waiting 
to be caught this upcoming 
2021 season.  I’ve seen this 
type of thing many times 
throughout my 33 years 
of guiding.  So yes, I’m 
personally excited for the 
great potential for my cli-
ents this upcoming 2021 
fishing season—both in 
numbers and average size!  
Lotsa Fish! Lotsa Fun!  
Minnesota Fishing Guide 
Service, Captain Josh 
Hagemeister, 320-291-
0708, 218-732-9919 www.
minnesotaguideservice.
com. www.minnesotaice-
fishhouserental.com.

Banner 2021 Fishing Season Dead Ahead!

BIG LAKE TWP’S DEPUTY CLERK JAYME SWENSON tried out an old salon chair 
dropped off by one resident during recycle day.  (Photo by Katherine Cantin.)

Area residents recycle tires, appliances, etc.

Clear Lake/
Clearwater 

Memorial Day 
Services

Graveside Service Schedule
9:00: St. Marcus Cemetery
9:15: Cemetery on Hwy. 10 near Clear Lake
9:45: Highland Cemetery, Hasty
10:00: Mt. Hope Cemetery
10:15: St. Luke’s Cemetery
10:30: Acacia Cemetery
11:00: Brief ceremony at Clearwater Legion with lunch 
provided. Call 320-558-6627 for more info 

LICENSE
00399

505 PINE STREET, CLEARWATER
www.clearwaterlegion.org

FOOD & LIQUOR
Hours: Mon-Thurs 

11am-11pm, 
Fri & Sat 11am-12am. 

Sun 11am-9pm

DAILY LUNCH SPECIALS
Mon - Fri, 11-2pm

NIGHTLY DINNER SPECIALS
Beginning at 5pm

HAPPY HOUR: 
Mon - Fri: 3-6pm

MEAT RAFFLE!  EVERY FRIDAY @ 5:30pm
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Clearwater 

ameriCan legion

Customer 
appreCiation Day!

Sunday, May 23rd, 1-6pm

Burgers, Brats, 
Beans & Chips

Music 2-5PM • Meat Raffle
Live Auction 5PM

Free!

320-558-6627
505 Pine St., Clearwater

www.clearwaterlegion.org

• Septic Systems • Demolition • Foundation & Basement Digging • Tree & Stump Removal 
• Ditching • Dozing • Driveways • Building Pads • Tiling • Water & Power Line Digging 

• Trucking • Food Plots • Hunting Land Establishment • 54’ Telescopic Lift Work • Will Travel

ImholteExcavationAndTrucking@Yahoo.com   Licensed, Bonded and Insured

By Bill Morgan
Editor/Staff Writer
Reporter.Bill@PatriotNewsMN.com

May 11, the Big Lake 
hornet boys track team 
traveled to Princeton to 
compete in a Quad meet. 
Cambridge-Isanti took 
home the yop honors with 
125 points while Big Lake 
was second (81), Becker 
third (43) and Princeton 
fourth (21).

In the 100M, Jack Iver-
son took first (11.56), Joe 
Murphy second (11.91) 
and Trent Josewski third 
(12.04). Conner Stuken-
holtz came in seventh with 
a time of 12.97.

In the 200M, Iverson 
was again the fastest runner, 
winning the race in 23.26. 
Murphy was third (24.31), 
Wouson Nehwah was ninth 
(26.24) and Stukenholtz 
was 11th (26.46).

In the 400M, Trevor 
Maruska captured sixth 
place with a time of 61.6. 
He was followed by Drew 
Parks in 10th (64.53) and 
Cody Helriegel in 13th 
(73.88).

In the 800M, Christian 
Noble took first (2:06.26), 
David Guyse took eighth 
(2:27.98), Matt Denzen 
ninth (2:28.60), Jake Di-

etsch 11th (2:32.93), Zach 
Carlson 12th (2:32.96), 
Tanon Jacobson 17th 
(2:53.53) and Vincent An-
derson 19th (2:56.08).

In the 1600M, Guyse 
took fifth (5:24.99), Den-
zen sixth (5:31.81), Dietsch 
seventh (5:46.10), Jacobson 
eighth (5:46.32) and Carl-
son ninth (5:51.27).

In the 3200M, Big 
Lake’s Owen Layton took 
third in a time of 10:17.94.

In the 100M hurdles, 
Nehwah took sixth (20.59) 
and Charlie Madison took 
seventh (20.74).

In the 300M hurdles, 
Zach Smith took seventh 
(49.45), Madison ninth 
(52.68) and Gauge Hoff-
man 10th (52.74).

In the 4x100M relay, 
the foursome of Josewski, 
Reed Bottema, Hayden 
thieke and Iverson took first 
place with a time of 45.84.

In the 4x200M relay, 
Stukenholtz, Hoffman, 
Parks and Nehwah captured 
third in a time of 1:46.63.

In the 4x400M relay, 
Murphy, Christian Noble, 
Bottema and Spencer Vold 
took first with a time of 
3:41.47.

In the field events, 
Riley Thompson took sixth 
in the discus witha throw of 

104’7”. He was followed by 
Zach Dembinski in eighth 
(94’2”), Austin Eccless 
ninth (90’9”), Luke Hugo 
in 11th (84’6”), Eric Peredo 
in 12th (82’8”), JC Sanchez 
14th (81’10”), Brady John-
son 15th (79’10”), Mike 
Edlund in 16th (79’0”), 
Alec Kapsner in 18th 
(75’6”), Ike Howell 21st 
(63’11”), Anderson 23rd 
(62’9”) and Cody Colbert 
25th (58’4”).

In shot put, Hugo took 
sixth (35’5’”), Howell 
ninth (33’6.5”), Dembinski 
11th (32’3”), Eccless 13th 
(31’2.5”), Sanchez 14th 
(29’7”), Riley Thompson 
18th (27”8.5”), Edlund 
19th (27’8”), Colbert 20th 
(27’6.5”), Peredo 21st 
(27’1”), Anderson 22nd 
(26’10”), Johnson 24th 
(24’8.5”) and Alex Kuntz 
29th (20’1”).

In the high jump,  Car-
son Kunz took second 
(5’10”0 followed by Mur-
phy in fourth (5’6”) and 
Nehwah sixth (5’4”).

In the triple jump, 
Thieke took first with a leap 
of 37’8”. He was followed 
by Wyatt Windhorst in 
fourth (36’1.5”), Noble in 
sixth (35’11.25”), Hoffman 
in 12th (29’9”) and Austin 
Brethorst in 14th (29’3.5”).

In the long jump, Iver-
son took first place with 
a jump of 21’3”. He was 
followed by Bottema in 
second (20’7”), Thieke in 
fifth (18’4”), Kunz in sixth 
(18’4”), Brethorst in 15th 
(13’7”), Hoffman in 16th 
(13’3.25”) and Kuntz 18th 
(11’5.25”).

In pole vault, Noble 
and Vold captured fourth 
with heights of 10’0” 
followed by Smith  and 
Maruska in sixth (9’0”).

“Great effort by all,” 
said Head Coach Bob 
Blanchard. “I’m really 
proud of the boys who 
stepped up and competed in 
the 400 and 4x400 for the 
first time.”

Blanchard said he was 
also proud of the freshman 
boys for putting together a 
nice 4x200. 

“We had five top ten 
all-time performances and 
too many PRs and SBs to 
get them all counted before 
practice. We hope to con-
tinue to improve and get 
better.”

Track team competes at Princeton

3 more Hornet seniors sign L.O.I.’s

MYA TURNER was all smiles 
with her parents after she signed with 
Crown College to play soccer. (Submit-
ted Photo)

JACK IVERSON posed with his 
parents after signing on to play bas-
ketball at Concordia. (Submitted 
Photo)

NICK MERTEN stood with his 
parents after signing with Lewis Uni-
versity to play lacrosse. (Submitted 
Photo).

By Bill Morgan, Staff Writer

(Editor’s Note: The 
following information was 
submitted by the Big Lake 
Activities Dept.).

Three more seniors 
from Big Lake High School 
signed letters of intent to at-
tend college and participate 
in sports. The three seniors 
are Jack Iverson, Nick Mer-
ten and Mya Turner.

Iverson plans to attend 
Concordia University in 
St. Paul under a basketball 
scholarship. Merten will 
atttend Lewis University 
to play lacrosse and Turner 
will go to Crown College to 
play soccer.

By Bill Morgan
Editor/Staff Writer
Reporter.Bill@PatriotNewsMN.com

The Big Lake Hornet 
softball team improved to 
6-2 winning 2 and losing 
one in the last week.

May 6, the Hornets 
had no problem downing 
St. Francis as they drubbed 
them 10-0. The next day, 
May 7, they again captured 
a shutout by beating Monti-
cello 3-0.

Their only loss since 

early April occured Tues-
day in a 5-4 loss to Becker 
on the road.

Up Next
The Hornets host a 

doubleheader against Princ-
eton Monday, then travel to 
Chisago Lakes Wednesday. 
They then host C-I Thurs-
day for another double-
header before closing out 
the regular season May 28 
at Willmar High School.

Softball team 
improves to 6-2

STATE FARM bike winner Gabe Schenbrener with dad at the Big Lake Community Fair. (Submitted Photo)

THE OUTDOOR FARMER’S MARKET was abuzz with activity at the Big Lake Community Fair. (Submitted Photo)

BLPD ACTING CHIEF MATT HAYEN (L) posed with Office Manager Tina Peter-
son (M) and Administrative Assistant Nicole Pearson at the police booth  at the Big 
Lake Community Fair. (Submitted Photo)

BLFD CHIEF SETH HANSEN (L) took aim at the Patriot Newspaper’s bean bag toss game at the Big Lake Community Fair. 
(Submitted Photo)

BIG LAKE CITY CLERK GINA WOLBECK (L) sported her facemask and dark sun-
glasses at the fair. (Submitted Photo)

More Big Lake Community Fair Fun!



By Mark Kolbinger
Contributing Writer

The Becker Bulldog 
softball team had a busy 
week, going 2-1 on the field 
and also honoring the seven 
seniors on the roster.

Bluejackets
Last Thursday, the 

team traveled to Cambridge 
to take on the Bluejackets 
and came away with a 13-1 
victory in five innings.

Kurstyn Patnode put 
the Bulldogs on the board 
with a solo home run in the 
top of the first for a quick 
1-0 lead that would last 
until the top of the fourth in-
ning when the game opened 
up in favor of Becker.

Cadence Koste had a 
2-RBI single in the inning 
and Patnode followed with 
her second home run of 
the night, this time a two-
run shot.  The Bluejackets 
scored an unearned run in 
the bottom of the inning to 
make it 7-1, but Becker an-
swered with six more runs 
in the top of the fifth to end 
the game on the run rule.  

Jenna Kringler and 
Levi Roske each had rbi 
singles in the fifth inning, 
while Emma Eickhoff made 
quick work of the Bluejack-
ets in the bottom of the in-
ning to finish things off.

Koste and Patnode 
each had three hits in the 
game, while Maddie Sher-
mand added two.  Eickhoff 
picked up the win, going 
the distance and giving up 

one unearned run on four 
hits, while walking two and 
striking out seven.

Lightning Loss
On Saturday, Becker 

was back home to take on 
metro powerhouse East-
view.  Becker started fast 
when Brooke Hendrickson 
launched a two-run triple 
in the bottom of the 1st to 
give Becker a 2-0 lead be-
fore the Lightning would 
take advantage of a couple 
of Bulldog errors to score 
two and tie the game in the 
top of the second.  East-
view added another run 
in the third and two runs 
in the fourth to take a 5-2 
lead.  Despite threatening 
numerous times, the Bull-
dogs were unable to plate 
another run and the final 
was 5-2.

Koste and Eickhoff 
each had three hits in the 
game, while Eickhoff took 
the loss in the circle going 
3-1/3 innings and allowing 
five runs, three earned, on 
five hits.  Patnode pitched 
in relief and went the final 
3-2/3.

Saints
Tuesday, the Bulldogs 

hosted St. Francis for a Se-
nior Night game and came 
away with an impressive 
9-2 victory.  Becker jumped 
ahead 1-0 in the bottom of 
the first when Eickhoff dou-
bled and pinch runner Ellie 
Galllus scored on a Koste 
single.  

The Fighting Saints 
answered with an unearned 

run in the top of the second 
to tie the game, but Becker 
responded with two runs 
in the bottom of the inning 
to make it 3-1. Levi Roske 
and Krista Paulson each 
drove in a run in the inning.  
Becker pushed the score to 
4-1 in the third inning when 
Hannah Bartlett doubled 
and scored on a Hendrick-
son single.  

After St. Francis hom-
ered to pull within two 
runs, the Bulldogs blew the 
game open with four runs 
in the bottom of the fourth.  
Koste, Bartlett, Hendrick-
son, and Kringler all drove 
in runs in the inning. 

All nine starters had at 
least one hit in the game for 

the Bulldogs, while Eick-
hoff picked up the win in 
the circle going all seven 
innings and allowing two 
runs, one earned, on four 
hits.  She struck out 12 and 
didn’t walk a batter.

After the game, the 
Bulldogs honored the 
seven seniors on the team: 
Levi Roske, Kyla Henke-
meyer, Brooke Hendrick-
son, Krista Paulson, Ashlyn 
Croal, Jenna Kringler, and 
Emma Eickhoff.  

“The seniors lived up 
to the softball program’s 
mantra of “building cham-
pions” as they are great 
softball players, excellent 
students in the classroom, 
and wonderful members 

of the community,” Coach 
Jason Baune said.  

Each of the seniors was 
presented a gift from an un-
derclass player, who then 
spoke to each senior’s value 
to the softball team.

With Tuesday’s win, 
the Bulldogs are now 11-6 
overall and 9-3 in the M 8 
Conference.  The team will 
wrap up the regular season 
over the next week, as they 
played against Chisago 
Lakes on Thursday and 
travel to St. Francis for a 
rematch with the Saints on 
Tuesday.

Thursday will bring  a 
trip to Maple Grove to face 
another metro powerhouse 
in the Crimson.
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By Mark Kolbinger
Contributing Writer

The Becker girls and 
boys golf teams are en-
tering their final weeks of 
competition and are being 
led by Ashley Reed and 
Zach Stanz, who each have 
shown the ability to place 
among the top golfers in the 
M8 Conference.

Reed currently sits in 
second place overall in the 
girls’ regular season M8 
competition, while Stanz 
currently posts scores good 
enough for third place in 
the boys division.

Girls
The girls team contin-

ues to march towards a M8 
title, despite finishing sec-
ond place last Wednesday 
at Purple Hawk course in 
Cambridge.

“It was a tough night 
at Purple Hawk, as we took 
second place, losing by four  
strokes to Cambridge-Isanti 
who had the advantage of 
their home course,” Coach 
Anna Babler said.  

Wednesday’s meet was 
the first time Becker had 
not placed first in confer-
ence play this season, but 
they still are in control with 
one conference meet left.

At Purple Hawk, Reed 
led the team with a round of 
88 (second place overall), 
followed by Emma Benson 
(93), Alexa Voller (93), 
Gretchen Graftaas (100), 
Layla Mathews (101), and 

Kylee Rick (106).
Babler also provided 

an update on the confer-
ence individual standings 
and they show that the 
Bulldogs are running away 
from the competition, as all 
the Becker golfers are in the 
top third in the conference.

“There are a total of 45 
girls competing in our con-
ference.,” Babler said.  “It 
is exciting to see all of our 
girls in the top 15!”

Besides Reed, who sits 
in second overall, Benson is 
in seventh place and Voller 
ranks eighth.

Princeton

Monday night, the girls 
were back in their famil-
iar first place finish with a 
dominating performance at 
Princeton.  Becker carded a 
round of 350 strokes, while 
the second place Bluejack-
ets were 27 shots behind in 
second place with a round 
of 377.

“It was a team best 
score and individual best 
scores for Gretchen, Ashley 
and Kylee, our three seniors 
on the team,” said Babler.

Becker scores for the 
conference win were: Reed 
85 (third place), Benson 
88 (fifth place), Graftaas 

88 (sixth place), Rick 89 
(seventh place), Voller 95, 
Mathews 99. 

Pre-Section
Last Friday, the Bull-

dogs traveled to Park 
Rapids for the pre-section 
competition and came away 
in fifth place out of the 11 
teams.

Babler expected some 
tough competition at the 
meet and the team was a 
bit shorthanded as Reed 
missed the trip.

As Babler predicted, 
Alexandria came away with 
the win, carding an impres-
sive 318 strokes, while the 
Bulldogs came in with a 
score of 376.

“This was our first 
time golfing at this course,” 
added Babler.

Scores for the Bulldogs 
included: Benson (85), 
Mathews (94), Graftaas 
(98), Voller (99), Avery 
Johnson (104), and Rick 
(109).

Next week the Bull-
dogs head to Chisago Lakes 
to compete in their last con-
ference meet of the season.

Boys
Last Wednesday, the 

Bulldogs boys team trav-
eled to play the Classic at 
Madden’s and took sev-
enth out of 12 teams with 
a round of 352.  Moorhead 
finished in first place with a 
round of 307.

“It was a beautiful day 
for golf as it was probably 
the nicest day of our sea-

son,” Coach Dan Olson 
said.  “The Classic has 
trouble on every hole and 
it is probably the toughest 
course we play all year.”

Stanz paced the team 
with a round of 84, and his 
teammates also put forth 
some great efforts.

“Tucker [Rhodes} 
played some great golf for 
the majority of his round 
ending up with an 87, de-
spite having four doubles 
on his card,” Olson said.   
“Matthew [Martindale] had 
five doubles on his card, but 
played his last five holes 
even to card an 89.”

Brayden Graning 
rounded out the final score 
for the Bulldogs with a re-
spectable 93. 

Olson and his squad 
were happy to get in a few 
needed practices in the 
early part of this week, as 
they were scheduled for 
four days of competition in 
a row, starting Wednesday 
in Cambridge.  Thursday, 
they hosted a quad with 
Cambridge, Monti and 
Princeton, while Friday and 
Saturday they were to play 
Town and Country Club 
(Bemidji) and Headwaters 
(Park Rapids). The team 
will wrap up their M8 sea-
son at Princeton on Mon-
day.

Look for complete de-
tails in next week’s Patriot.

Reed, Stanz leading Bulldog golfers 

THE BECKER GIRLS GOLF TEAM is headed towards a Conference Champion-
ship with just one meet left in M8 play. (Submitted Photo).

By Mark Kolbinger
Contributing Writer

With the final week of 
regular season competition 
behind them, the Becker 
boys tennis team is spend-
ing the week polishing its 
game of anticipation of 
sub-section playoffs.

The Bulldogs finished 
the regular season 18-4, 
capturing the Mississippi 8 
Conference championship 
in the process and earning 
the #1 seed in the south 
sub-section of 8AA.  The 
Bulldogs will open play on 
May 26, hosting the win-
ner of the #4 and #5 seeded 
teams who were to face off 
on May 24.

White Hawks
Last Thursday, Becker 

traveled to Mound to face 
the White Hawks and 
dropped a closely contested 
match, 5-2.

“This was a great test 
for our team,” Coach Hokan 
Bengtson said.  “Mound 
is ranked #5 in class A, 

and has a very solid team 
— seven of their 10 players 
are seniors and they are the 
favorite to win their section 
in a couple weeks.”

Becker was able to 
pick up a couple of wins 
in the doubles matches, 
as Ryan Bengtson and Eli 

Scheideman teamed up at 
#1 to win 6-1, 6-2, while 
Bruce Kraemer and Nick 
Gruber picked up a 6-3, 
4-6, 6-1 win in a back and 
forth match.

“We took them to 
the brink of an upset but 
couldn’t finish off a few 

key points,” Bengtson said.  
Playoff Preview
Last Friday, Becker 

took on Alexandria in a 
match that could preview 
the Section championship.

“This match was the 
#1 Seed in 8AA North 
— Alexandria — versus 
the #1 Seed 8AA South,” 
Bengtson said.  “There was 
very competitive play at all 
seven spots, our guys really 
locked in and showed their 
focus and mental toughness 
winning many of the close 
matches.”

Becker came out with 
a 5-2 victory, with Ryan 
Bengtson winning at #2 
singles, 7-6, 6-1.  Luke 
Bordson played at #3 and 
came away big with a 6-2, 
6-1 win, followed by Troy 
Nuest and his 6-0, 6-1 dom-
inant win at #4.

In the doubles play, 
Wyatt Hiltner and Sawyer 
Brown teamed up at #2 
to pick up a 7-5, 7-5 win, 
followed by the #3 team of 
Kraemer/Gruber who won 

5-7, 6-2, 12-10 in a come 
from behind victory.

Bengtson was ex-
tremely pleased with how 
his young squad competed.

“Alex had six seniors 
and is the reigning Section 
8AA champ from 2019,” 
Bengtson added.

In the second match of 
the day, the Bulldogs de-
feated their second group of 
Cardinals on the day — this 
time the team from Willmar 
by a score of 7-0.

“Willmar was the team 
that knocked us out of the 
playoffs in 2019,” Bengt-
son said.  “They graduated 
a lot of talent and are re-
building this year.”

Winning s ingles 
matches for the Bulldogs 
in the shutout were both 
Bengtson’s, Bordson and 
Nuest, while the win-
ning doubles teams were 
Scheideman/Landon Pe-
terson, Hiltner/Brown and 
Kraemer/Gruber.  Becker 
lost just 10 games total in 
the rout.

Bulldog tennis looking to playoffs

LANDON PETERSON (L) AND ELI SCHEIDEMAN teamed up for a victory in their 
match against Willmar (Submitted Photo).

Bulldog softball picks up pair of wins, honors seniors
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Keller Lake Commons in Big Lake, now an Assisted Living Community 
offering full apartments ranging from 644 to 956 square feet. Cable is 

included in rents for private pay and GRH renters. Accepting EW and CADI. 
For more information please contact Nicole Gilder, Housing Director at 

763-263-2363 or check us out online at www.kellerlakecommons.com

“71 Years of Gold 
Buying Experience”

Loch Jewelers 09-19-20.indd   1Loch Jewelers 09-19-20.indd   1 9/15/20   2:50 PM9/15/20   2:50 PM

 

Call or email for FREE, no obligation Info on 
our numerous design & color options
414 Lincoln Avenue NE, St. Cloud, MN

888-778-9268
sales@greatrivergranite.com • www.greatrivergranite.com

Monuments & Markers

Memories

Shared

Honored

Forever

By Bill Morgan
Editor/Staff Writer
Reporter.Bill@PatriotNewsMN.com

The Becker girls track 
team  competed at Prince-
ton last Tuesday and fin-
ished second in a four-team 
field.

“It was a beautiful day 
for the meet at Princeton.” 
said Becker Head Coach 
Trish Kealy. “Princeton 
always does a great job of 
conducting their meets.”

The Bulldogs had some 
very good performances at 
this meet, starting with the 
4x800 relay team (Kayla 
Gruenes, Alea Briggs, 
Brooklyn Karel, Lexi Rose) 
winning their race in a sea-
son best time of 10:44.07.

Cassidy Pleoger won 
the 100 with a season best 
time of 13.22, and fourth in 
the 200 (29.35).

Becker’s 100 meter 
hurdlers placed third (Sarah 
Woelfel SB 18.17) fourth 
(Regan Hausmann 18.62) 
and fifth (Lauren Woelfel 
PR 18.82)

In the 300 hurdles, 
Hausmann placed third 
(54.01) and Sarah Woelfel 
fourth (57.12)

Lexi Rose won the 
1600 (5:55.64) and Kayla 
Gruenes placed third 
(6:11.87 SB)

The 4x100 relay team 
of Jessica Gruenes, Paige 
Maunu, Sarah Woelfel and 

Pleoger took second with 
their season best time of 
54.53

In the 400 meters, Alea 
Briggs placed second with 
her PR time of 67.44 and 
Kylee Morton placed third 
in 72.32

Becker took second 
and third in the 800 with 
Katelyn Brower running 
2:52.41 and Whitney Schug 
running 2:54.77.

Brooklyn Karel placed 
fourth in the 3200 with a 
time of 13:05.73

Becker’s 4x400 relay 
team of Jessica Gruenes, 
Hausmann, Brooklyn Karel 
and Lexi Rose ran a season 
best time of 3:47.22 for sec-
ond place.

In the high jump, Sarah 
Woelfel was fourth, jump-
ing 4’ 6.

Jessica Gruenes was 
third jumping 7’6 and Tessa 
Maruska fifth also jumping 
7’6

Evelyn Kreft won 
the discus with a throw of 
94’6”  and took second in 
the shot put with 29’ 8.5.

Grace Schendel was 
fourth in discus (72’6) and 
Anna Briggs fifth (71 ‘9).

Anna briggs wook 
fourth in the shot put (28’3).

Team scores were: 
Cambridge Isanti , 132.5;     
Becker, 80.5; Big Lake,  58, 
Princeton, 1.

The girls’ next meet is 
Tuesday, May 18t at Princ-
eton.

Girls track team finishes 2nd

KYLEE MORTON flies through the air during her long jump at Princeton last 
Tuesday.  (Photos captured from video.)

LEXI ROSE kicks into high gear 
during her run of the 1600M last Tues-
day in Princeton.  (Submitted Photo)

By Mark Kolbinger
Contributing Writer

Tuesday evening, the 
Becker boys track team 
participated in a True Team 
qualifier meet held at Princ-
eton.

“This meet and results 
will be used to run a virtual 
meet to determine a true 
team section champion and 
eventually a true team state 
champion,” Coach Paul 
Schmidt said.  

Teams competing in 
the meet were Becker, 
Princeton, Milaca, and 
Zimmermann, with the host 
Princeton Tigers winning 
the meet with 151 points.  
Becker finished second 
with 129 points, followed 
by Zimmerman (3rd with 
76.5)  and Milaca (4th with 
56.5). 

“The Bulldogs were led 
by two athletes who swept 
their events,” Schmidt said. 

Tyson Ricker won 
the 1600 (4:38.19) and the 
3200 (10:29) to continue 
his dominance in the dis-
tance events for the Bull-
dogs.

Eighth grader Owen 
Angell won all four of his 
events, showing the steady 
performance and continu-
ous improvement that has 
led him to be one of the top 
tracksters in his grade level 
across the entire Mississippi 
8 Conference.  He topped 
the competition in the Pole 
Vault (12’), High Jump 
(5’6”), 300 Hurdles (44.78) 
and was also a member of 
the winning 4x400 relay 
(4:46.9).  Joining Angell in 
that event were teammates 
Carter Leither, Cade Stom-
mes and Luke MacDonald. 

Schmidt also noted 
several other performers 
who posted season best 
scores, including Michael 
Schmitz  who posted a time 
of 17.76 in winning the 
110 high hurdles.  He also 
placed fifth in the 300 Inter-
mediate Hurdles. 

Lukas Karel captured 
some important points 
for the Bulldogs in plac-
ing second in the 3200 
(10:58.9) and third in the 
1600 (4:58.6). 

Becker was repre-
sented well in the 800 meter 

run — finishing in places 
2-4 — with Mason Becker 
(2nd at 2:22), Caleb Reck-
elberg (3rd at 2:30) and 
Alex Kinney (4th at 2:35).  

“Carter Leither also 
scored big in the 400 with 
a second place finish and 
a time of 54.47 seconds,” 
Schmidt said.  “He was 
also second in the 200 with 
a time of 24.72 seconds and 
grabbed a 4th place in the 
high jump.”

In the long jump, it 
was again Carter Reckel-
berg leading the way with a 
18’2” jump which secured 
2nd place for the Bull-
dogs, while he also grabbed 
fourth place finishes in the 
100 and the 200.

Cade Stommes picked 
up a second place in the tri-
ple jump with a leap of 35’ 
9” and Reckelberg added a 
fourth place in that event.  
Luke MacDonald was 5th 
in both sprinting events for 
the Bulldogs.

The Bulldogs will com-
pete next week in one final 
tune up meet at Big Lake 
before the M8 Conference 
meet on June 2nd.

Becker boys 2nd at True 
Team track qualifier

By Bill Morgan
Editor/Staff Writer
Reporter.Bill@PatriotNewsMN.com

The Becker boys base-
ball team dropped to 5-10 
on the year, going 1-3 in the 
past week.

L a s t  T h u r s d a y , 
Becker traveled to Cam-
bridge-Isanti for a double-
header. In the first game, 
Becker came out on top 
with a 7-5 victory. Mitch-
ell Louden went 3-4 at the 

plate and Bennet Tatge 
drove in two runs in the 
win. Becker scored once in 
the fourth, four times in the 
sixth and once in the sev-
enth to capture the win.

In the second matchup, 
C-I rebounded to beat the 
Bulldogs 12-5. Becker 
scored twice in the first, 
once in the third and twice 
in the sixth to keep the 
game close. However, C-I 
tallied five in the seventh to 
put the game out of reach.

Friday, the Bulldogs 
hit the road to Alexandria 
and lost 12-0 in a two-hit 
shutout. Louden took the 
loss on the mound, giving 
up just two hits, four walks 
and seven runs in 1-2/3 of 
an inning.

Monday, the Bulldogs 
were shut out again as 
Foley dominated the game 
with a 10-0 win at Foley 
High School. The Bulldogs 
managed just four hits in 
the affair, two by Luke 

Eigen.
Up Next
The Bulldogs traveled 

to Sauk Rapids Friday be-
fore returning home for a 
Saturday game againstSar-
tell-St. Stephen, then an-
other home and away 
doubleheader against St. 
Francis Tuesday before 
closing out the regular sea-
son Thursday at Chisago 
Lakes.

Baseball team falls to 5-10

By Sen. Mary Kiffmeyer

(Editor’s Note: The fol-
lowing article was submit-
ted by the team of Sen. Mary 
Kiffmeyer).

Last Friday, the Min-
nesota Senate passed Sen.
Mark Koran’s (R-North 
Branch) legislation reining 
in charitable bail organiza-
tions (CBO) that have been 
side-stepping Minnesota’s 
criminal justice system bail-
ing out violent and repeat of-
fenders who put victims and 
the public at risk.

“Allowing violent crim-
inals to receive charitable 

bail puts our communities 
at risk,” Senator Mary Kiff-
meyer said Friday. “Those 
who are donating to the or-
ganizations do so under the 
assumption that it will go to-
wards deserving people, not 
violent criminals who are 
looking for the opportunity 
to reoffend. I believe Min-
nesotans deserve transpar-
ency in these organizations 
and this is a commonsense 
compromise.”

This legislation re-
quires that charitable bail 
organizations disclose a re-
cord of who was bailed out, 
who posted the bond, how 
much money was used, and 

the total amount returned to 
the charitable bail organiza-
tion. People charged with 
crimes remain eligible for 
bail through traditional bail 
programs. This will only 
limit those criminals with 
a violent history or charge 
from being bailed out by 
organizations dedicated to 
emptying jails.

This issue first rose to 
prominence when a story 
was publishedregarding the 
Minnesota Freedom Fund 
(MFF) and its role in bailing 
out violent criminals during 
the 2020 Minneapolis and 
St. Paul riots. The leader 
of the MFF openly said he 

didn’t put effort into making 
sure he wasn’t bailing out 
violent criminals, going as 
far as saying, “I often don’t 
even look at the charge when 
I bail someone out.”

Among those bailed 
out was a suspect who shot 
at police, a woman accused 
of killing a friend, and a 
twice-convicted sex of-
fender.  Another report de-
tailed a story of an offender 
who the MFF bailed out 
after a violent assault who 
promptly reoffended and 
beat a victim so severely 
they were left with a trau-
matic brain injury.

Kiffmeyer supports keeping 
violent criminals in jail
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Classifieds

HANSON PAVING. Residen-
tial & commercial. Driveways, 
parking lots, asphalt, paving & 
asphalt patchwork. No job too 
small. Call for a free estimate 
320-259-7874 office. 3636 
Quail Rd., Sauk Rapids. We 
accept Visa & Mastercard. 
www.hansonpaving.com
________________________

Asphalt/Blacktop

OAK PARK CREAMERY
See us for all your feed needs. 
Hubbard, Heims, Purina & 
Oak Park brand feeds. Crys-
talyx tubs. We specialize in 
small orders of custom made 
feed. Stop in for best prices on 
seedcorn, Enlist soybeans & 
seed oats-early pay discounts    
OAK PARK CREAMERY
16623 Ironwood Rd NE Oak 
Park, MN. 320-968-7864
________________________

Farm Supplies

THE CLASSIC, EDGE & E, 
Outdoor Wood, Pellet & Corn 
by Central Boiler. Take Advan-
tage of The Rebates available 
now, Including Additional Dis-
counts and State Fair Specials 
Give us a call or see us at the 
fair. Class-Act Outdoor Fur-
nace 763-972-6255                              
CLASSACTFURNACE.COM
________________________

Outdoor Furnaces

TOTAL LAWN CARE, INC.
Locally owned & operated 
since 1985. Fertilization, core 
aeration, guaranteed control 
of: weeds, crabgrass, mos-
quitoes, ants/ticks/spiders, 
grubworms and Emerald Ash 
Borer. Experience the differ-
ence! 320-685-4131. 
www.lawntlc.info.                            
________________________

Lawn Care

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT -
at 935 Clearwater Center in 
Clearwater (next to The Kettle
Restaurant) 364 sq. ft. $425 
per mo. Includes utilities. 320-
558-6800 Carol Halvorson
________________________

Office Rentals
Automobiles

DONATE YOUR CAR TO 
CHARITY. Receive maximum 
value of write off for your taxes. 
Running or not! All conditions ac-
cepted. Free pickup. Call for details. 
855-752-6680 (MCN)

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK 
TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. 
Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax Deduct-
ible, Free Towing, All Paperwork 
Taken Care Of. CALL 1-855-977-
7030 (MCN)

Cable / Internet
BEST SATELLITE TV with 2 
Year Price Guarantee! $59.99/mo 
with 190 channels and 3 months 
free premium movie channels! Free 
next day installation! Call 855-824-
1258. (MCN)

High-Speed Internet. We instantly 
compare speed, pricing, availabil-
ity to find the best service for your 
needs. Starting at $39.99/month! 
Quickly compare offers from top 
providers. Call 1-855-399-9295 
(MCN)

AT&T TV - The Best of Live & 
On-Demand On All Your Favor-
ite Screens. CHOICE Package, 
$64.99/mo plus taxes for 12months. 
Premium Channels at No Charge 
for One Year! Anytime, anywhere. 
Some restrictions apply. W/ 24-mo. 
agmt (TV price higher in 2nd year.) 
Regional Sports Fee up to $8.49/
mo. is extra & applies. Call IVS 
1-866-387-0621. (MCN)

DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Chan-
nels + $14.95 High Speed Internet. 
Free Installation, Smart HD DVR 
Included, Free Voice Remote. Some 
restrictions apply. Promo Expires 
7/21/21. 1-844-316-8876. (MCN)

Earthlink High Speed Internet. 
As Low As $49.95/month (for 
the first 3 months.) Reliable High 
Speed Fiber Optic Technology. 
Stream Videos, Music and More! 
Call Earthlink Today 1-855-679-
7096. (MCN)

Employment/Help Wanted
COMMERCIAL APPLICA-
TORS. Competitive wage and ben-

efits, meal allowance, paid lodging. 
Traveling position for railroad 
vegetation control, 60-80 hours/
week. RAW (Cooperstown, ND). 
888.700.0292 www.rawapplicators.
com, info@rawapplicators.com. 
(MCN)

Health & Medical
Portable Oxygen Concentrator 
May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mobil-
ity with the compact design and 
long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 844-716-
2411. (MCN)

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills 
for $99. 100 pills for $150. FREE 
shipping. Money back guaranteed! 
1-866-306-9928 (MCN)

Life Alert. One press of a button 
sends help FAST, 24/7! At home 
and on the go. Mobile Pendant with 
GPS. FREE First Aid Kit (with 
subscription.) CALL 844-646-2333 
FREE Brochure. (MCN)

SAVE UP TO 80% ON YOUR 
MEDICATION. Eliquis, Xarelto, 
Viagra, Cialis and more. Licensed 
and Certified. Lowest Price Guar-
anteed. Call 877-636-0750 and get 
free shipping on your first order. 
(Open M-F). (MCN)

Income Opportunites
Become a published author! Pub-
lications sold at all major secular 
& specialty Christian bookstores. 
CALL Christian Faith Publishing 
for your FREE author submission 
kit. 1-888-981-5761. (MCN)

Miscellaneous
BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. 
EASY, ONE DAY updates! We 
specialize in safe bathing. Grab 
bars, no slip flooring & seated 
showers. Call for a free in-home 
consultation: 855-836-2250. (MCN)

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced de-
bris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 15% off Entire Pur-
chase. 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-855-577-1268. 

Promo Code 285. (MCN)

Wesley Financial Group, LLC 
Timeshare Cancellation Experts. 
Over $50,000,000 in timeshare debt 
and fees cancelled in 2019. Get free 
informational package and learn 
how to get rid of your timeshare! 
Free consultations. Over 450 pos-
itive reviews. Call 877-326-1608. 
(MCN)

Put on your TV Ears and hear TV 
with unmatched clarity. TV Ears 
Original were originally $129.95 
- NOW WITH THIS SPECIAL 
OFFER are only $59.95 with code 
MCB59! Call 1-855-958-5196. 
(MCN)

The Generac PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery storage system. 
SAVE money, reduce your reliance 
on the grid, prepare for power out-
ages and power your home. Full 
installation services available. $0 
Down Financing Option. Request a 
FREE, no obligation, quote today. 
Call 1-877-381-3059. (MCN)

Never Pay For Covered Home Re-
pairs Again! Complete Care Home 
Warranty COVERS ALL MAJOR 
SYSTEMS AND APPLIANCES. 
30 DAY RISK FREE. $200.00 OFF 
+ 2 FREE Months! 1-844-596-1237. 
Hours Mon-Thu, Sun: 9:30 am to 
8:00 pm Fri : 9:30 am to 2:00 pm 
(all times Eastern). (MCN)

LONG DISTANCE MOVING: 
White-Glove Service from Ameri-
ca’s Top    overs. Fully insured and 
bonded. Let us take the stress out 
of your out of state move. FREE 
QUOTES! Call: 877-351-0672. 
(MCN)

DESKTOPS AND LAPTOP 
REPAIR. On-site or drop off. 
Computer cleanup - upgrades. 
Big Lake, 763-263-7070.
________________________

Computers

FREE
ADULT BASIC ED & GED

CLASSES
GED Test Preparation

It’s never too late to learn!

Call Community Ed for more 
information 763-261-4506

Tuesdays from 6-8:30 PM
Becker High School Library

(Enter Door #11)
No need to Pre-Register,

 just come to class!

Adult Basic Ed.

Minnesota Newspaper Association Classifieds

GREAT NORTHERN 
UNCLAIMED FREIGHT. Fur-
niture, army surplus, tools. 
923 South Benton Drive, Sauk 
Rapids, MN. 320-251-2818.
________________________

Furniture

IMHOLTE EXCAVATION & 
TRUCKING. Where custom-
ers & quality come first. Will 
travel. Septic systems, demo-
lition, foundation & basement 
digging, tree & stump removal, 
ditching, dozing, driveways, 
building pads, tiling, water & 
power line digging, trucking, 
food plots, hunting land es-
tablishment, 54ft. telescopic 
lift work. 320-291-6675,  
ImholteExcavationAndTrucking@
yahoo.com                            
________________________

Excavation/Trucking

Library Hours:
Current/2021

Mon 2-8pm/2-7pm
Tue 10am-6pm/10am-5pm

Wed 2-6pm/10am-5pm
Thur 2-8pm/2-7pm
Fri 2-5pm/2-5pm

Sat 10am-1pm/10am-1pm

Becker
Public Library

Library Hours:
Current/2021

Mon 1-7pm/1-6pm
Tue 10am-1pm/10am-2pm

Wed 1-7pm/1-7pm
Thur 2-6pm/2-6pm

Fri 10am-5pm/10am-5pm
Sat 10am-1pm/10am-1pm

Big Lake
Public Library

Library Hours:
Current 

Mon 1-4pm
Tue 10am-1pm/3-6pm

Wed 3-8pm
Thur 10am-1pm

Fri 3-6pm
Sat 10-1pm

Clearwater
Public Library

MURPHY
CHEVROLET

New & Used Cars & Trucks
(320) 968-6239

www.murphychevrolet.com

Automotive

BRIGGS LAKE NURSERY 
is hiring for their retail store. 
Must be able to work week-
days, weekends, and holidays. 
Must be 16 or older, be able 
to communicate well with cus-
tomers, lift up to 70# and run a 
bobcat (will train). Stop by to 
fill out an application or drop 
off resume. 3928 105th Ave. 5 
miles north of Becker. (1 block 
north of Knitskis, Palmer).                           
________________________

Employment

ACREAGE WANTED. Look-
ing for 10 to 40 acres with 
good building site for retire-
ment home. Prefer combina-
tion of trees and rolling fields. 
Pond / Environmental Lake 
would be a bonus. Sherburne 
County, Northern Wright 
County, Benton County. 
Please call 763-274-2769.  
________________________

Real Estate

220 USED CARS to choose 
from. We also BUY used cars. 
Guaranteed Approval! Brandl 
Auto Connection, 559 Hwy 10, 
St. Cloud (next to the red barn 
Dairy Queen). 320-229-1900. 
Apply online at: 
www.BrandlAutoConnection.com
________________________

Used Cars

Pick up a copy 
of the PATRIOT 

at the following 
locations:

CLEARWATER: 
Coborn’s; 
Palmer:  

General Store;
SANTIAGO: 

General Store; 
BECKER: 

Food Pride, 
PATRIOT office; 

BIG LAKE: 
Coborn’s

Apartments

Clearview 
Apartments

Senior / Disabled 
Affordable Housing

Available immediately

Call Lisa
320-733-2727

Equal Housing Opportunity

Heat, Water & Trash Incl., 
Laundry, Car Plug-Ins, 

Community Room

BECKER  
All-City Garage Sales are 
SATURDAY, JUNE 12, 2021!

The deadline for ads is June 2!
Call Patriot News MN

 763-275-0275 to advertise!

CLEARWATER  
All-City Garage Sales are 
SATURDAY, JUNE 12, 2021!

The deadline for ads is June 2!
Call Patriot News MN

 763-275-0275 to advertise!

HASSAN SAND & 
GRAVEL has a large se-
lection of decorative rock, 
pulverized & screened top-
soil, all types of driveway 
aggregates, wood & rubber 
mulch, landscape supplies, 
play/volleyball/mason sand, 
fieldstone boulders, steps & 
natural quarry stone, syn-
thetic turf products. M-F 
7am-4pm & Sat. 7am-noon, 
13530 Williamdale Rd., 
Rogers. 763-428-2393.
www.HassanSand.com

Clip this ad & save $20 
off your purchase of 

$100 or more!
Exp. 10/01/21

Landscaping Supplies

DEADLINES
Notices &  

Legals
Wednesdays 

At Noon
Contact Kathy: 
763-275-0275 

or Email:
legals.kathy@

patriotnewsmn.com

                                     Week of May 23, 2021             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

MISCELLANEOUS

YOUR AD HERE! 
One phone call & only $279

to reach a statewide audience 
of 1.7 million readers!!! 

1-800-279-2979

WANTED TO BUY

EMPLOYMENT

MISCELLANEOUS

EMPLOYMENT
NORTHWEST AREA SCHOOLS 

Multi-District/Education Cooperative in 
Isabel, South Dakota is seeking applica-
tions for the following instructor position/s: 
open until  lled. Speech Language Pathol-
ogist, Early Childhood Special Education 
Instructor, Intro. to Drafting and Design/
Architectural Drafting and Design (CTE 
CADD position). South Dakota licensure 
is required and work-related experience 
may count toward certi cation. NWAS of-
fers competitive salary, bene ts, transpor-
tation and SD Retirement. Contact Quinn 
Lenk, Director, at 605/466-2206, or email 
quinn.lenk@k12.sd.us. Northwest Area 
Schools Multi District/Education Cooper-
ative does not discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, religion, national origin, sex, 
disability, or age in its programs and activ-
ities and provides equal access to the Boy 
Scouts and other designated youth groups.

COMMERCIAL APPLICATORS 
Competitive wage and bene ts, meal 
allowance, paid lodging. Traveling posi-
tion for railroad vegetation control, 60-80 
hours/week. RAW (Cooperstown, ND) 
888/700-0292 info@rawapplicators.com
w w w . r a w a p p l i c a t o r s . c o m 

KMS PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
has FT high school Social Stud-
ies position beginning August 2021. 
Quali cations: MN Licensure. Apply: 
www.kms.k12.mn.us. Attach: letter of 
interest, resume, transcripts, copy of li-
cense, three letters of recommendation.

WANTED: 
ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES 

Running or not. Titled or not. Cash 
in exchange. Sell now while prices 
are high! Call Dan at 612/720-2142

TIMESHARE 
CANCELLATION EXPERTS 

Over $50,000,000 in timeshare debt & 
fees cancelled in 2019. Get free informa-
tional package & learn how to get rid of 
your timeshare! Free consultations. Over 
450 positive reviews. Call 833/619-1117 

DONATE YOUR CAR 
truck or boat to Heritage For The 
Blind. Free 3-day vacation, tax de-
ductible, free towing, all paper-
work taken care of 844/220-9501

THE GENERAC PWRCELL 
A solar plus battery storage system. 
Save money, reduce your reliance on 
the grid, prepare for power outages 
and power your home. Full installation 
services available. $0 Down  nanc-
ing option. Request a free, no obliga-
tion quote today. Call 888/913-5895 

AT&T WIRELESS 
Two great new off ers! Ask how to get 
the new iPhone 11 or Next Genera-
tion Samsung Galaxy S10e on us with 
AT&T’s Buy one, Give One off er. 
While supplies last! Call 855/332-0464 

DISH NETWORK $64.99 
for 190 Channels! Blazing fast inter-
net, $19.99/mo. (where available.) 
Switch & get a FREE $100 Visa gift 
card. FREE voice remote. FREE 
HD DVR. FREE streaming on ALL 
devices. Call today! 855/562-4309
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Becker All Night Grad Party
May 28 at River City Extreme in 

Monticello. COVID precautions still in 
place. 

Due to COVID this was the closest 
venue outside of our community, we 
have a Go Fund Me page: https://gofund.
me/be19544d to help offset the pricing.

Becker American 
Legion Auxiliary

Meetings are held the second Tues. 
of every month at the Becker Legion 
Hall (Old Fire Hall), 7pm. Paula Hinds, 
President (763) 262-6679. 

Becker 
American Legion

Becker Legion meets the second 
Tues. of every month at 7pm at Becker 
Legion (old fire hall.)

Becker AA Meeting
Area 35 Alcoholics Anonymous 

meets Thurs. at 8pm at Church of Mary 
of the Visitation, 12100 Sherburne 
Ave., Becker. Joe (763) 262-0231.

Becker Boy Scout 
Pack 92 Cardboard, 
Paper & Aluminum

Bring your aluminum cans to the 
trailer located near Becker True Value. 
Paper & cardboard recycling location is 
at the Becker Community Center, please 
remember to flatten the cardboard & 
absolutely no garbage on the first Sat. 
of every month. There will be a Scout 
there to help unload between 9am-
12pm. Thanks for your support!

Becker Evangelical 
Ministries

Every Wed., 6-7:30pm at Becker 
Middle School. GYM 45 - growing 
young men. HIS KIDZ - K-3rd grade. 
G.I.R.L.S. GROUP - 4th & 5th grade 
girls. 

Becker Free Church (763) 261-
4125 or register online at WWW.BECK-
ERFREECHURCH.ORG (under Youth 
Connection click “Event Registration”).

Becker Food Shelf 
Open Tues., 9-11am & Thurs. 

4-6pm. The food shelf is  located 12060 
Sherburne Ave. in City Hall. (763) 261-
4612.

Becker Hearts & Hands 
Quilt Guild

Meet 2nd Mon. of month at 7pm. 
Becker Baptist Church. Contact Eliza-
beth Steckelberg (320) 259-9542.

Becker Lions Club
Meetings are held the second Mon. 

each month at 7pm at Becker City Park. 
Dale Seavert (320) 290-5342.

Becker Lions Collecting 
Items to Recycle

The Becker Lions are collecting used 
eyeglasses (no cases please) and hearing 
aids.  Collection buckets are located at 
the Becker Community Center, Insight 
Eye Care and Becker Food Pride.  We are 
no longer collecting used cell phones or 
printer cartridges.  If you have any ques-
tions please contact Lion Dale Seavert 
at (320) 290-5342 (phone or text) or by 
email at djseavert@gmail.com.

Becker Sons of the
American Legion

Squadron 193
Meets the third Tues. of each month 

at 7 pm at Becker Legion (old fire hall). 
Looking for new members. Commander 
John Fischbach (320) 249-0579.

Becker Beyond the 
Yellow Ribbon Meeting

The monthly meetings are held 6 pm 
the third Thurs. of the month at Becker 
City Hall. (320) 980-2752 or see the state 
website at www.beyondtheyellow ribbon.
org.

 
Big Lake American Legion  

Post #147
Meets the first Thurs. of the month @ 

7 pm. Community Room by the Big Lake 
Police Station, 790 Mnnesota Ave, Big 
Lake 55309. Please contact Commander 
Paul Seefeld (612) 801-7731. 

Big Lake OPEN 
AA Meetings

Mon., 7pm at the Church of Mary 
of the Visitation Catholic Church, Big 
Lake. Big Book Study, Handicap Ac-
cessible. Questions? Contact: Rob, (763) 
218-5328.

Big Lake Al-Anon
Meetings held Mon., 7pm at Mary 

of the Visitation Catholic Church - Big 
Lske Annex, “lawn chairs outdoors when 
weather permits.”

Newcomers encouraged - we are 
a very welcoming group! Laurie (763) 
218-5330.

The Big Lake American 
Legion Auxiliary 

Meets the first Tues. of each month 
at 6:30pm. in the Senior Citizen Center at 
Big Lake City Hall. Please contact Kathy 
at (763) 263-6093 for membership infor-
mation.

Big Lake Beyond the 
Yellow Ribbon

The Big Lake Beyond the Yellow 

Ribbon meets at 6:30pm on the third 
Mon., of each month in the Community 
Room adjacent to the Big Lake Police 
Dept. & the Big Lake Library.

Big Lake Bicycle Advisory  
Committee

Meets second Tues. of each month 
at 11am. Meetings via Zoom due to 
COVID. Contact Recreation & Com-
munication Coordinator Corrie Scott 
at cscott@biglakemn.org or 612-297-
6331 for meeting links or questions on 
the Committee Website: https://www.
biglakemn.org/443/Big-Lake-Bicy-
cle-Advisory-Committee.

Big Lake Community 
Food Shelf

The Big Lake Community Food 
Shelf hours of service are Mon. & Thurs. 
5:30-7:30pm & Wed. 9-11am. We also 
serve clients every “Freebie Friday” from 
11:30am-12:30pm., providing produce, 
dairy, & bakery goods. To volunteer call 
(763) 263-2432 or www.blcfs.org.

Big Lake Day of Prayer
Big Lake meets year round the first 

Wed. of the month, at 7am for a prayer 
breakfast at Big Lake High School flag-
pole.

The Big Lake Lions 
Looking for community minded peo-

ple to join our organization. If interested 
in getting involved with our organization, 
please contact any Lion member or send 
a note to P.O. Box 128, Big Lake, MN 
55309 or (763) 263-2218.

Big Lake Lioness
If you are interested in joining an 

organization dedicated to service within 
their community, come visit us the sec-
ond Mon. of every month at the Lions 
Park on CR 5 in Big Lake. Social starts 
at 6:30pm & the meeting begins at 7pm. 
All are welcome to attend.

Big Lake Senior Center
The Big Lake Senior Club meets 

Tues., 1-4pm, Big Lake City Hall, 160 
Lake St. North. We would love to have 
you join us for card games & conversa-
tion. Darlene (763) 263-7134 for infor-
mation.

Big Lake Women of Today
Hold a monthly general meeting at 

Senior Activity Center located in the 
Big Lake City Office Building on the 
3rd Thurs. of the month @ 7pm. Contact 
Natalie @ (612) 518-3504 or find us at 
FaceBook or www.biglakewomenofto-
day.webs.com.

Clear Lake Legion 
Meets the second Tues. of the month 

at Palmer Twp. Hall. The Legion will 
meet at 7pm. New members are always 
welcome. Bud Stimmler at (320) 761-
5793.

Clear Lake / Clearwater 
Memorial Day Services

Locations are: St. Marcus 9am; 
Cemetery on Hwy 10 near Clear Lake 
9:15am; Highland, Hasty 9:45am; Mt. 
Hope 10am; St. Lukes 10:15am; Acacia 
10:30am; Brief ceremony at Clearwater 
Legion 11am with lunch provided.

Call Clearwater Legion for more 
info (320) 558-6627. 

Clearwater AA/Al-Anon
Meeting is at 7pm, Sun. night at 

Clearwater United Methodist Church, 
405 Main St. Clearwater. (320) 310-1399 
AA or (320) 558-6613 for Al-Anon.

Clearwater AA Meeting
Mon. nights, 7pm at Rejoice Lu-

theran Church, 1155 CR 75, Clearwater. 
(612) 801-7317.

Clearwater Legion
Clearwater Legion meetings are 

held the second Thurs. of the month. 
Auxiliary 6:30pm, S.A.L. at 7pm, Legion 
7:30pm. Clearwater Legion, Clearwater.

Clearwater/Clear Lake Food Shelf
Open Mon. 5:30-7pm, Tues. 9-11am 

& 6-8pm, Wed. 3-5pm & in the brown 
Lions Community Building beneath the 
water tower in Clearwater.  We service 
residents of Clearwater & Clear Lake.

Clearwater
Narcotics Anonymous 

 Meetings are at 7pm, Wed. night 
at Clearwater United Methodist Church, 
405 Main St. Clearwater. (612) 607-
4484.

CVBC – Music in the Park
Clear Valley Business Connections 

(CVBC) is hosting Music in the Park Fri-
day, May 28th from 6-9pm.  All are wel-
come to attend! The event will be held at 
the Airborne Disc Golf Preserve (the old 
Eagle Trace Golf Course) in Clearwater. 
Music provided by the Nayman Brothers. 
Food and beverages will be available for 
purchase. For more information, please 
contact Alyx Johnson at: johnsonmateri-
als@yahoo.com

Dementia Support Group
The fourth Wed. of each month at 

10-11am, Room 19 at Becker Commu-
nity Center, 11500 Sherburne Ave. No 
cost to join. Tami Kolbinger at (612) 
590-2449 or email tjkolbinger@ gmail.
com.

FREE - Advocates for
 Independence

 First & third Wed. of the month 
2-4pm at Independent Lifestyles, 215 
North Benton Drive, Sauk Rapids. Make 
a difference in your community for peo-
ple w/disabilities. Michele Pelka (320) 
281-2042.  All abilities are welcome to 
attend.

Free Grace Recovery
Sun. 6-8pm at Clear Lake Town 

Hall, 7684 1st Ave. W. Clear Lake. A 
light meal will be served at 6pm. Every-
one is welcome. Justin or Renee at (612) 
384-9069.

FREE - The Saint Cloud Area  
Parkinson’s Disease 

(PD) Support Group invites you to 
“Coffee & Conversation” the last Wed. 
monthly at 10am at Edgewood Liv-
ing 677 Brianna Drive, Sartell. Meet-
ings are open to those diagnosed w/
PD, their families, caregivers, & the 
general public. Group provides sup-
port, education, & awareness about the  
disease. Bobbi (320) 281-3343.  

God’s Grub Community Meal
Second Sun. of every month, 4:30-

6:30 pm. Saron Lutheran, Big Lake, 
311 Lake Street South. Served curbside, 
ready to go.

Living with Parkinson’s  
Under The Age of 60

We meet the third Tuesday  
of each month from 6:30-8pm at Saron 
Lutheran Church, 311 Lake Street So., 
Big Lake, MN 55309.  

Any questions, please call Camille 
Johnson at (763) 350-7401.

Mental Health 
Discussion Group

Meets Mon., 6-7pm at Independent 
Lifestyles, 215 N. Benton Dr., Sauk Rap-
ids. This is a free group, everyone is wel-
come. Ricky (320) 281-2025.

Palmer Day
Volunteer’s Needed

This year’s Palmer Day is slated to 
be Sat., Sept. 11, 2021.Palmer Day has 
been held the Sat. after Labor Day every 
year the past 21 years with a parade, great 
food & beer for sale & more at the Park, 
proceeds are donated to local, non-profit 
organizations. 

Volunteers are needed to keep it 
going. Email Nancy Lorentz if interested 
or more info @ nancylorentz@gmail.
com.

Parkinson’s Disease
Support Group

Meets third Mon. of the month, 
from 1-2:30pm at ILICIL Independent 
Lifestyles, 215 N. Benton Dr., Sauk 
Rapids. This free group provides sup-
port, education, & awareness about the 
disease. Independent Lifestyles at (320) 
529-9000.

Rivers of Hope
Advocates for ending family vio-

lence, is a non-profit community based 
agency offering advocacy, support, edu-
cation & referral services for victims of 
family violence. Working in partnerships 
w/schools, law enforcement, social ser-
vice agencies & the court system in Sher-
burne & Wright Co. (763) 295-3433 or 
1-800-439-2642 or info@riversofhope.
org. Free & confidential. Phones an-
swered 24/7.

Snake River Free Mission Church 
Upcoming Events

Hymn sings are held every other 
month on the second Sun. at 4:30pm. 
Check Snake River Church FaceBook 
page for updates. Annual MidSummer, 
Sun., July 11, 10:30am followed by pot-
luck & sale.

5 mi. N of Hwy 10 on CR 11, 1.5 mi. 
E n CR4 & then L on 180th Ave (8940 
180th Ave), Becker. Mary (612) 219-
8648. 

Volunteer as a Foster  
Grandparent 

Local schools & organizations need 
caring adults like you! Orientation, train-
ing & ongoing support are provided. Pat 
Braun (612) 390-0617.

Wright County 
Community Action

You have been affected 
& are having or are anticipat-
ing having difficulity paying your  
mortgage, WCCA is here to help you 
navigate your options & keep your 
home. To speak with a homeownership 
advisor, call Wright County Commu-
nity Action at (320) 963-6500 ext. 238 
today. Services are unbiased, confiden-
tial & free of charge. 

Young @ Heart
Meets once a month on the 3rd 

Thurs. of every month at noon, Rejoice 
Lutheran Church in Clearwater. Free 
meal. Free will offering is taken. Pro-
gram at 1pm (speakers, music, etc...).

We are looking for volunteers to 
help with the program & anyone who 
would be willing to share music or a pro-
gram. Contact Linda (320) 295-1117 or 
agre5628@aol.com.

 

Announcements

Patriot:
One who loves 

and supports his 
or her country.

   
Becker Area Senior Center (BASC) 

Upcoming Events
BASC at Becker Community Center(BCC) 

Fourth Thursday Movie Matinee is Back! Join us at 
noon on Thursday, May 27 for the 2020 Tom Hanks movie, 
“News of the World”. The story is of a Civil War veteran who 
rides through the old west in his wagon reading the Coun-
try’s newspapers to small towns. He is tasked with returning 
a young girl raised by Indians to her Texas relatives she does 
not know nor remember. Popcorn too!
BASC 763-528-0643    
Email: basc.becker@gmail.com

 

RSVP / The Volunteer Bridge
Food Service with Elk River Senior Dining
Help in the kitchen with Senior Dining and be the bright spot for 
older adults at mealtime!  Assist by arranging food for serving, 
making coffee for mealtimes, and assisting with food preparation 
as directed.  Volunteers must follow safety and health protocols.  
Volunteers are needed Monday through Friday from 10:00 – 1:00 
pm at the Senior Dining Site in Elk River.  
Driver with Tri-County Action Program
Provide safe and reliable transportation for individuals with limited 
transportation options by utilizing your personal vehicle.  Duties 
may include assisting passengers with mobility issues, collecting 
monitor fare from passengers, and assisting in paperwork. 
Drop-In Greeter with Open Doors for Youth
Youth ages 16-24 are often in need of supports to find stability in 
life.  Help better the lives of those struggling with housing stability 
by volunteering at a resource center just for youth.  Volunteers are 
needed in two hour shifts from 1:00-5:00 pm (shifts then being from 
1-3 and 3-5 pm), Monday-Thursday.  Duties include greeting and 
checking in our youth (be their first contact!), answering phones, 
receiving and recording possible donations that would come in.
 
If you are interested in volunteering in these or other opportunities, 

please contact: 
RSVP Volunteer Program 

763-635-4505 
heather.brooks@ci.stcloud.mn.us 

SherburneUnitedWay.org/Volunteer

June - Sherburne County Health & Human Services - 
Classes are as follows:

WIC (Women, Infants & Children) is for women who are pregnant, 
breastfeeding, recently had a baby, infants and children to their 5th 
birthday.  WIC provides nutrition education, breastfeeding support, 
healthy foods and referrals to health services/community resources. 
The service is free, and you or your children may be eligible.  For 
more information, please call 763-765-4116 or 1-800-433-5239, or 
check out the website http://www.co.sherburne.mn.us/hhs/wic.php. 
The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits dis-
crimination in the administration of its programs. WIC is an equal 
opportunity provider.
Immunization Tuesdays
Sherburne County’s Immunization Clinic offers free or low cost im-
munizations for children 18 years of age or younger and uninsured 
or underinsured adults 19 years and older in Minnesota who meet 
eligibility guidelines on Tuesdays from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.  Call for an 
appointment or more information, 763-765-4000 or 1-800-433-5239.

www.patriotnewsmn.com

ANNOUNCE YOUR FREE EVENT!
Deadline is 

Wednesday by Noon
Email your event listing to 

legals.kathy@patriotnewsmn.com

This Week’s Calendar Events:

Sun. - May 23, 2021:
• International World Turtle Day
Mon. - May 24, 2021:
• Red Nose Day
• National Brother’s Day
• National Eat More Fruits & Vegetables Day
• Morse Opens First US Telegraph Line: Anniversary, 

1844
Tues. - May 25, 2021:
• National Wine Day
• National Senior Health & Fitness Day
• NAIA Women’s Golf National Championships  

(5/25-5/28)
• National Missing Children’s Day
• Star Wars Released: Anniversary, 1977
Wed. - May 26, 2021:
• Moon Phase: Full Flower Moon
• NAIA Mens & Women’s Outdoor Track & Field  

National Championships (5/26-5/28)
Thurs. - May 27, 2021:
• Hmmm...
Fri. - May 28, 2021:
• National Hamburger Day
• Canada: Victoria Day
Sat. - May 29, 2021:
• UN: International Day of United Nations Peacekeepers

Game Time
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763-262-1454
Becker, MN

763-452-2500
Big Lake, MN

320-743-2204
Clear Lake, MN

FUNERAL HOME • CREMATION SERVICES

www.williamsdingmann.com

FAMILY FUNERAL HOMES

SPONSORED BY: SPONSORED BY:

8852 Cty Rd 23
Becker, MN 

Phone:
763.261.5656

Ralph du Monceaux, Owner
Free Loaners ~ Free Estimates 

~ Honest Work

763-261-5656
Ralph’s

Auto Body

763-262-4237

M-F
8AM-

4:30PM

Owner: Chad Schwintek
13050 1st Street Becker, MN 55308

• BECKER
Grace Lutheran Church (LCMS)
Pastor: David M. Johnson, 763-262-7782, 11185 27th Ave SE. Services: Sun. 
Worship 9am, Sun. School 10:30am, Wed. J.U.M.P. 6pm.
Becker Baptist Church
Senior Pastor: Nathan Bucher, Youth Pastor: Kevin Drehmel, Director of Min-
istry to Children & Families: Amy Drehmel. 
11951 Hancock Street, Becker • (763) 261-4202
Sunday Worship Service/Children’s Church at 10:30 am - attend in person 
or watch live stream. Children’s AWANA & Momentum Youth Group on 
Wednesdays at 6:30 pm. www.beckerbaptist.org. Find us on social media.
Becker Evangelical Free Church
Pastors: Patrick Drury (Senior), Chris Salvevold (Youth), 763-261-4125, 
Becker High School, Office: 11373 150th Ave SE. Services: Sun. Worship/
Teaching/Fellowship 10am.
Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church
Father: Michael Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 12100 Sherburne Ave. Mass Times: 
Sat. 5 pm; Sun. 8:30 am; Sun. 10:30 am. Masses held on 1st, 3rd & 5th Sun-
days of the month. (Masses held on 2nd & 4th Sundays in Big Lake)
Faith (Becker) Lutheran 
Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Yolanda Denson-Byers, 763-261-5751, 11755 Sherburne Ave. Ser-
vices: Sun. Worship 9:30 am, Sun. School 10am.
Oakwood Community 
Church Assemblies of God
Pastors: Gerry Bass & Sarah, 763-220-6004, 13140 1st St (SW Corner of 
Becker Furniture World). Services: Sun. Bible Study/Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Snake River Free Church
Pastor: Steve Johnston, 612-219-8648, 180th St SE. Services: Sun. Worship/
Sun. School 10:30am., Hymn Sing is second Sun. of every month.
Becker Christian Center & Abundant Grace Church
Pastor: Ken Hanson, 763-262-2177, 15455 59th St SE. Services: Sun. Praise 
& Worship 9:30am, Wed. Family Fellowship 7pm.
Beacon House of Prayer
Pastors: Brian & Linda Holmes, 763-263-3771, 12264 Pleasant Ave. Services: 
Thurs. Worship 6:30pm.
Free Grace United
Pastor: Kevin Wilson, 763-245-0001, 14000 Clubhouse Ln. Services: Wed. 
Worship 6:30pm.

• BIG LAKE
Acts Seventh-Day Adventists Community Church
Pastor: Bill Nixon, 763-263-2287, 20455 187th Ave Nw. Services: Sat. Wor-
ship 9am, Sat. Sabbath School 10:15am.
Bethany Bible Church
763-263-2167, 511 Eagle Lake Road. Services: Sun. School 9am, Sun. Wor-
ship 10am.
Bridgeview Assembly of God
Pastor: Steve Royalty, 763-263-6274, 20500 County Road 11. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am, Wed. Service 6:30pm.
SVEA Hill Covenant Church
Pastor: Don Bellach, 763-263-6322, 16392 235th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Cornerstone Baptist Church
Pastor: Gordon Langdon, 763-263-7878, 15300 County Road 35. 
Hope Lutheran Church 
(ELCA) in Orrock
763-263-7990. www.hopeintherefuge.weebly.com.
IFLESIA AMOR VIVIENTE
Living Love Church
Pastores: Juan & Patricia Aguayo, 763-607-5403, 21 Lake St N. Services: 
Sat. 6pm.
Lord of Glory Lutheran Church
Pastor: Marty Mably, 763-263-3090, 15550 190th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
8am & 10am.
Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church
Father: Michael Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 440 Lake St N. Mass Times: Sat. 5 
pm; Sun. 8:30 am; Sun. 10:30 am. Masses held on 2nd & 4th Sundays of the 
month.  (Masses held on 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays in Becker)
Riverside Church
Online: www.myriversidechurch.com, 763-263-2410, 2014 County Road 14. 
Services: Sun 8:45am, 10:30am & 12:05pm.

Saron Lutheran Church
Pastor: Kyle Sidlo, 763-263-2209, 311 Lake St. S. Services: Sun. Worship 
9:30am, indoors or livestream.
Spirit Life Church
Pastor: Jim Herzing, 763-262-LIFE, 221 Lake Street North. Services: Sun. 
Worship 9:45am, Going Deeper Discussion 9am, Wed. Prophetic Prayer - 
Hearing & Praying God’s Heart 7pm.

• SANTIAGO
South Santiago Lutheran Church ELCA
Pastor: Daryl Thul, 763-662-2048, 14675 37th St. Services: Sun. 9am drive-in 
Worship, Sanctuary Worship 10am.
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church E.L.S. & Princeton Evangelical School
Pastor: Timothy Zenda, 763-662-2570, 18977 17th St. Services: Sun. School/
Bible Class 10:30am, Divine Worship 9am.
Glendorado Lutheran (ELCA)
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Shari Routh, 920-573-0193, 1100 186th Ave NE. Services: Sun Good 
Shepherd 9am, Sun. Glendorado 10:30am.
Gethsemane Church 
(ELCA) – Ronneby
Pastor: Barbara Peterson, 320-983-5002, 14478 78th St. NE. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Glendorado Evangelical 
Country Church
Pastor: Sam Alfano, 763-662-2244, 16999 Glendorado Road NE. Services: 
Sun. School 9:30am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• CLEAR LAKE
Living Waters Church
Pastor: Mark Stahl, 320-292-0250, 7830 Church St. Services: Sun. Worship 
10am, Wed. Bible Study 6:30pm.
Trinity Lutheran Church 
Missouri Synod
Pastor: Josh Reber, 320-743-2919, 8641 Main Ave. Services: Sun. Worship 
8:45am, Sun. School 9:45am.
St. Marcus Catholic Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-743-2481, 8701 Main Ave. Services: Sat. Con-
fessions 4:15pm, Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. Jan-June 8am, July-Dec. 10am.

• DUELM
St. Lawrence Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-968-7502 or 320-743-2481, 10915 Duelm 
Road NE. Services: Sun Mass – Jan-June 10am, July-Dec. 8am.

• CLEARWATER
Clearwater United 
Methodist Church
Pastor: Alison Hendley, 320-558-2581, 405 Main St. Services: Sun. Worship 
9:30am.
Freedom Bible Church
605 Lime St. (Old Clearwater Post Office). Services: Sun. Bible Study 9:30am 
& 6pm, Sun. Worship 10:45am, Wed. Bible Study 7pm.
Rejoice Lutheran Church – ELCA
Pastor: Jim Bump, 320-558-6851, 1155 County Road 75. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9:30am.
Church of St. Luke
Father: Dennis Backer, 320-558-2124, 17545 Huber Ave NW. Services: Sat. 
Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8am & 10am, Weekday Mass Tues.-Fri. 8am/Sat. 9am.
Tri-County Alliance Church
Pastor: David Fogal, 320-558-2750, 8464 160th St NW. Services: Sun. School 
9am, Sun. Worship 10:30am. Wed. Nights (Sept.-May) - Free Family Meal 
5:30pm; Bible Adventure Club, Pre-K-6th Grade Students, 6-7:30pm; Youth 
Group Grades 6-12, 6-7:30pm. 

• SILVER CREEK
Immanuel Lutheran Church
Pastor: Ken Tatkenhorst, 763-878-2820, 11390 Elliot Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
Worship 9am
Silver Creek Community Church
Pastor: Zach Pryor, 320-963-3957, 4282 114th St NW. Services: Sun. Worship 
9am, Sun. Fellowship 10am, Sun. School 10:30am. Kathy J. Nelson

(612) 219-8644
Becker Office: 12390 Sherburne Ave 

www.realtor-kathynelson.com

RYAN HUBBARD
763-263-8334 

RESIDENTIAL  • COMMERCIAL - AGRICULTURAL

6715 125th Ave - Clear Lake, MN
320.743.2387 • Cell: 320.290.9843

Scott & Tonia Ulsby

KEN GEROUX CONSTRUCTION
C O R P O R A T I O N

Integrity • Excellence
Uncompromising Customer Satisfaction

Lic. #BC002757
Big Lake • 763-263-6878

Order Online!

Becker Pizza Depot
The Area’s Best Pizza -- Ask Anyone!

14281 Bank Street, Becker • 763-262-2700
www.BeckerPizzaDepot.com • Facebook: Pizza Depot

Pizza, Wings & More

Becker 763-261-4200  |  Princeton 763-389-4099
Monticello 763-271-7177

www.sherburnestatebank.com

Your Hometown Bank

Sherburne
State Bank

Member 
FDIC

290 EAGLE LAKE RD. N. BIG LAKE
763-263-3262 • WWW.CORNEROAKSDENTAL.COM

FAMILY & COSMETIC DENTISTRY

DR. REED DILL & 
DR. PETER KUEFLER

16455 122nd St Becker MN 55308

763-263-9471

763- 262-6500
quality cars, trucks & vans
www.dansofbiglake.com

24 
HOUR
Towing & recovery

19640 200th Ave., Big Lake

Big Lake

 763-263-6350
parkdental.com

This space 
can be yours!
763-275-0275

• Family Owned 
    & Operated
• Light, Medium and 
    Heavy Duty  Towing 

• Lockouts 
• Jump Starts 
• Winch Recovery

www.bobstowingandrecovery.com

• BIG LAKE 
• ELK RIVER 
• MONTICELLO

Church DirectoryChurch DirectoryChurch Directory

This space 
can be yours!
763-275-0275

This space 
can be yours!
763-275-0275

This space 
can be yours!
763-275-0275

ADVERTISE IN OUR CHURCH DIRECTORY!  CALL THE PATRIOT 
TO FIND OUT HOW @ 763-275-0275

Bill passed away at age 84 
on March 31, 2021.  Bill was 
born October 
10, 1936 in 
Little Falls, 
MN to Ray 
and Rosella 
Jacobson.  He 
attended Lit-
tle Falls High 
School, where 
he devel-
oped lifelong 
friendships.  
Upon gradu-
ation, he en-
listed in the 
U.S. Marine Corps, where he 
served from 1954-1957.  He 
then enrolled at Moorhead 
State University, where he 
was quarterback of the foot-
ball team and also played 
basketball and baseball.  In 
college he met fellow student 
Cheryl “Cherry” Johnson 
and they married in 1960.  
Bill graduated with a degree 
in mathematics in 1961 and 
they moved to Minneapolis 
where Bill taught math in the 
Minneapolis Public School 
system for 30 years.  He re-
tired in 1991 but continued to 
teach night school for many 
years.  Bill and Cherry had 6 
children and made a home in 
Brooklyn Center, MN, where 
Bill loved to watch his chil-
dren play sports, so much that 
he won the “Spectator of the 
Year” award from their school.  
Bill and Cherry enjoyed many 
travels, including 3 trips to Eu-
rope and wintering 17 years in 
Orange Beach, AL with long-
time friends.  In 2000, Bill and 
Cherry moved to Clear Lake, 
MN where they were able to 
enjoy time with family and 
spend many hours boating on 
the lake.   

Bill was an avid golfer, 
playing almost every day in 
his later years.  He and Cherry 
loved playing cards, and Bill 
taught all his children and 

grandchildren the finer points 
of cribbage.  He was a kind 

and gentle man 
who was al-
ways ready for 
a conversation, 
a beer, and a 
card game.  He 
was an accom-
plished athlete 
who loved 
sports but was 
always modest.  
His Catholic 
faith was im-
portant to him 
throughout his 

life.  
He was preceded in death 

by his parents, sister Doris 
Bernardson, brother Melvin 
Jacobson and great grand-
daughter Lennox Granlund.  
He is survived by his wife 
Cherry, children Shelly (Mi-
chael) Meyer, Shawn (Ken) 
Springob, Paul (Charlotte) 
Jacobson, David Jacobson, 
Jennifer (Mike) Anderson, 
Christine Jacobson, grand-
children Lindsey (Cory), Gar-
rett, Kelsey (Travis), Dylan, 
Ryan (Cora), Chloe (Mitch), 
Brette, Wyatt, Blakke, Alicia, 
Hope, Michael, and William, 
great-grandchildren Roman, 
Brayden, Brecken, Eleanore, 
Kinsley, and Bauer and many 
nieces and nephews.  

Bill will be interred at 
the Minnesota State Veterans 
Cemetery in Little Falls, and 
a Mass of Christian Burial 
will be at 11:00 AM on Satur-
day, May 22 at St. Lawrence 
Church in Duelm. Visitation 
will be an hour prior to the 
service. A gathering and lun-
cheon will follow at the Stone 
Creek Golf Club in Foley. 

Arrangements have been 
entrusted to the Williams 
Dingmann Funeral Home in 
St. Cloud.  The family asks 
that memorials be sent to Alz-
heimer’s Association.

WILLIAM “BILL” THOMAS JACOBSON, AGE 84
CLEAR LAKE, MN 

OCTOBER 10, 1936 – MARCH 31, 2021
Grace passed away May 

12th, 2021. Grace was born 
August 8th, 
1 9 4 3  i n 
C l e v l a n d , 
Ohio to Ruth 
and Allen 
A n d e r s o n . 
She grad-
uated from 
R o c k f o r d 
High School.  
Grace married 
Colin Fisher 
on June 24th, 
1961. They 
settled in the 
Becker/Foley area to raise 
their family.  Grace returned to 
school after having 5 children 
to become a Licensed Practical 
Nurse. She worked as a nurse 
at the Foley Nursing Home for 
many years.  Grace left her 
nursing career for 5 years to 
drive truck over the road with 
her husband, Colin.  Grace 
then returned to her nursing 
career, working at Lakeview 
Care Center and Monticello 
Nursing Home.  Grace was a 
caring wife and mother, who 
enjoyed spending time with 
her grandkids, cooking and en-
tertaining family and friends, 
going to the casino, and ga-
rage sales. Grace had a very 

special relationship with her 
dog, Nikel, who was her com-

panion her last 
years of life. 

S h e  i s 
survived by 
her children: 
Kelly (Justine) 
Fisher, Patrick 
(Jody) Fisher, 
Allison (Bob) 
Brockway, Tim 
(Milissa) Fisher 
and  Tracy 
(Mike) Welsh 
and many beau-
tiful grand and 

great-grandchildren.
She was preceded in death 

by her husband, Colin Fisher, 
parents Ruth and Allen An-
derson, sister June Dohrwardt, 
and an infant son.

Due to COVID, combined 
funeral services for Grace 
and Colin Fisher was Tues-
day May 18, 2021, at Becker 
Baptist Church for immediate 
family only. The service was 
also livestreamed for friends 
and family who would like to 
observed, (beckerbaptist.org).  
Burial was immediately fol-
lowing the service at Elmwood 
Cemetery in Rockford, MN.  

Memorials are preferred to 
St. Jude’s.  

GRACE L FISHER, AGE 77
BECKER, MN

AUGUST 8, 1943 – MAY 12, 2021
Tony passed away on Feb-

ruary 7, 2021 at Hope Hos-
pice in Lehigh 
Acres, FL 
with his lov-
ing mother at 
his side.

Tony is 
survived by 
his children 
– daughter 
Taylor and 
son August 
of Fargo, ND. 
His mother 
C a t h e r i n e 
( P h i p p s ) 
Stauffer of Labelle, FL. 
Brother Reed Stauffer of Win-
nebago, MN, niece Avera 
Stauffer and sister Callie 
Laska of Fargo, ND. 

Survived also by his fa-
ther Bruce Anderson, brothers 
Jason and Wyatt Anderson, 
sister Courtney, and his grand-
mother Marilyn Anderson.

Tony is also survived by 
many aunts, uncles and cous-
ins on both sides of his family.

Tony had many, many 
friends, so many of them for 
a lifetime. Others for only a 
short while. He was always 

meeting new people with his 
friendly and open personal-

ity. Tony was 
fun loving, 
comical, kind 
and generous. 
He genuinely 
cared about 
people. He was 
very compas-
sionate and had 
a HUGE heart.

T o n y ’ s 
main career 
path was driv-
ing Semi. He 
had experi-

enced over the road, hauling 
gravel and pulling gas and oil 
tankers.

The LOVE of Tony’s life 
were his children, he spoke of 
them often. His need to get 
back to Fargo and to them. 

A memorial service is 
being held in Tony’s honor 
and in his loving memory at 
the American Legion, 304 Elm 
St. in Monticello on June 12th 
at 1:00 pm with a luncheon 
immediately following. 

Please bring any photos 
you may have to share!

  

ANTHONY (TONY) EDWARD ANDERSON, 42
LABELLE, FL (FORMERLY BECKER, MN)
AUGUST 14, 1978 - FEBRUARY 7, 2021

OBITUARIES to page 7B
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Public Notices
STATE OF MINNESOTA

TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
COUNTY OF SHERBURNE

DISTRICT COURT
PROBATE DIVISION

Court File No.:71-PR-21-78
NOTICE OF INFORMAL 

APPOINTMENT OF PER-
SONAL REPRESENTATIVE 
AND NOTICE TO CREDI-
TORS (INTESTATE)
Estate of
Peggy LaVonne Miller, also 
known as Peggy L. Miller,
Decedent.

Notice is given that an appli-
cation for informal appointment of 
personal representative has been 
filed with the Registrar. No will 
has been presented for probate. 
The application has been granted.

Notice is also given that the 
Registrar has informally appointed 
Wesley C. Miller, whose address 
is 28143 Holly Rd, Pine City, MN 
55063, as personal representative 
of the Estate of the Decedent. Any 
heir or other interested person may 
be entitled to appointment as per-
sonal representative or may object 
to the appointment of the personal 
representative. Unless objections 
are filed with the Court (pursu-
ant to Minnesota Statutes section 
524.3-607) and the Court other-
wise orders, the personal represen-
tative has full power to administer 
the Estate including, after 30 days 
from the date of issuance of let-
ters, the power to sell, encumber, 
lease or distribute real estate.

Any objections to the ap-
pointment of the Personal Repre-
sentative must be filed with this 
Court and will be heard by the 
Court after the filing of an appro-
priate petition and proper notice of 
hearing.

Notice is also given that (sub-
ject to Minnesota Statutes section 
524.3-801) all creditors having 
claims against the Estate are re-
quired to present the claims to the 
personal representative or to the 
Court Administrator within four 
months after the date of this No-
tice or the claims will be barred.
Dated: May 5, 2021
/s/ Patricia A. Kuka,
Court Administrator 
/s/ Gina DeVilbissHendry,
Court Administrator Deputy
Attorney for Personal Represen-
tative
Chelsie Troth
Troth Law, LLC
210 Main Street S.
Pine City, MN, 55063
Attorney License No: 0395709
Telephone: (320) 629-2727
FAX: (320) 629-0009
Email: chelsie@trothlaw.com
(Published in the Patriot: 
05/15/21; 05/22/21).
___________________________

STATE OF MINNESOTA
TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

COUNTY OF SHERBURNE
DISTRICT COURT

PROBATE DIVISION
Court File No.:71-PR-21-40

Notice of Informal Probate 
of Will and Appointment of Per-
sonal Representative and Notice 
to Creditors 
In Re the Estate of
DARRYL EDWARD KULA,
Decedent (Deceased Person)

TO ALL INTERESTED 
PERSONS AND CREDITORS:

Notice is hereby given that an 
application for informal probate of 
the above-named Decedent’s Last 
Will dated November 17th, 1992
has been filed with the Probate 
Registrar, and the application has 
been granted. 

Notice is also given that the 
Probate Registrar has informally 
appointed the following:
Name: Tracy Rae Doely
Address: 1183 Macy Way, Still-
water MN 55082 
as personal representative of the 
Estate of the Decedent. Any heir, 
devisee or other interested person 
may be entitled to appointment as 
personal representative, or may 
object to the appointment of the 
personal representative. Unless 
objections are filed pursuant to 
Minn. Stat. § 524.3-607, and 
the court otherwise orders, the 
personal representative has full 
power to administer the Estate, 
including, after 30 days from the 
date of issuance of letters, the 
power to sell, encumber, lease or 
distribute real estate. 

Any objections to the probate 
of the Will, or to the appointment 
of the personal representative, 
must be filed with this court, and 
will be heard by the court after the 
filing of an appropriate petition 
and proper notice of hearing. 

Notice is also given that, sub-
ject to Minn. Stat. § 524.3-801, all 
creditors having claims against the 
Estate are required to present the 
claims to the personal representa-
tive or to the Court Administrator 
within four (4) months after the 
date of this Notice, or the claims 
will be barred.
Dated: April 7, 2021
/s/ Patricia A. Kuka,
Court Administrator 
(Published in the Patriot: 
05/15/21; 05/22/21).
___________________________

STATE OF MINNESOTA
TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

COUNTY OF SHERBURNE
DISTRICT COURT

PROBATE DIVISION
Court File No.:71-PR-21-65

NOTICE AND ORDER 
OF HEARING ON PETI-
TION FOR FORMAL ADJU-
DICATION OF INTESTACY, 
DETERMINATION OF HEIR-
SHIP,        APPOINTMENT 
OF PERSONAL REPRESEN-
TATIVE AND NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS 
Estate of:
Eric William Raddatz,
Decedent.

TO ALL INTERESTED 
PERSONS AND CREDITORS:

It is Ordered and Notice is 
given that on the 1st day of July, 
2021, at 1:30 p.m., a hearing will 
be held in this Court at Elk River, 
Minnesota, for the adjudication 
of intestacy and determination of 
heirship of the Decedent, and for 
the  appointment of Shawn Radd-
atz, whose address is 1806 113th 
Lane, Coon Rapids, MN 55433, 
and Todd Raddatz, whose address 
is 8918 Tayside Lane, Tinley Park, 
IL 60487, as co-personal represen-
tatives of the estate of the decedent 
in an unsupervised administration.  
Any objections to the petition must 
be filed with the Court prior to or 
raised at the hearing.  If proper and 
if no objections are filed or raised, 
the personal representatives will 
be appointed with full power to 
administer the estate, including 
the power to collect all assets, pay 
all legal debts, claims, taxes and 
expenses, to sell real and personal 
property, and do all necessary acts 
for the estate.

Notice is also given that 
(subject to Minn. Stat. § 523.3-
801) all creditors having claims 
against the estate are required to 
present claims to a personal rep-
resentative, to the attorney for the 
personal representatives, or to the 
Court Administrator within four 
months after the date of the Notice 
or the claims will be barred. 
Dated: May 10, 2021
/s/ Gina DeVilbissHendry,
Court Administrator  Deputy
Attorney for Petitioner: 
Raymond Walz
Walz Law Office
230 East Third Street
Post Office Box 50 
Redwood Falls, MN 56283 
Phone: (507) 637-8909 
Email: raymond@walzlaw.net
(Published in the Patriot: 
05/15/21; 05/22/21).
___________________________

STATE OF MINNESOTA
TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

COUNTY OF SHERBURNE
DISTRICT COURT

Court File No.:71-PR-21-68
NOTICE OF AND ORDER 

FOR HEARING ON PETITION 
FOR FORMAL PROBATE OF 
WILL AND APPOINTMENT 
OF PERSONAL REPRESEN-
TATIVE AND NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS 
In Re: Estate of
Jerome Leo Mackedanz, 
Decedent.

TO ALL INTERESTED 
PERSONS AND CREDITORS:

It is Ordered and Notice is  
given that on 7/1/2021, at 2:10 
p.m., a hearing will be held in this 
Court at the Sherburne County 
Government Center, 13880 Busi-
ness Center Dr. NW, Elk River, 
MN 55330, on a petition for the 
formal probate of an instrument 
purporting to be the Decedent’s 
Will dated April 1, 2005, and for 
the appointment of Larry F. Jenc, 
whose address is 26881 147th St. 
NW, Zimmerman, MN 55398, 
as personal representative of the 
Decedent’s estate in an unsuper-
vised administration. 

Any objections to the petition 
must be raised at the hearing or 
filed with the Court prior to the 
hearing. If the petition is proper 
and no objections are filed or 
raised, the personal representative 
will be appointed with the full 
power to administer the Dece-
dent’s estate, including the power 
to collect all assets; pay all legal 
debts, claims, taxes, and expenses; 
sell real and personal property; and 
do all necessary acts for the Dece-
dent’s estate. 

Notice is further given that, 
subject to Minn. Stat. § 524.3-
801, all creditors having claims 
against the Decedent’s estate are 
required to present the claims to 
the personal representative or to 
the Court within four (4) months 
after the date of this notice or the 
claims will be barred. 
Dated: 5/3/2021
/s/ Gina DeVilbissHendry,
Court Administrator  Deputy
Jeddeloh & Snyder, P.A. 
Gwen M. Anderson -169766 
101 Jefferson Blvd., P.O. Box 205 
Big Lake, MN 55309 
Telephone: (763) 262-2889
Facsmile: (763) 262-6889
Email: 
gwen@jeddelohsnyder.com
ATTORNEY FOR PETITIONER
(Published in the Patriot: 
05/15/21; 05/22/21).
___________________________

STATE OF MINNESOTA
DISTRICT COURT 

PROBATE COURT DIVISION
COUNTY OF SHERBURNE

TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
Case Type: 14, Other Civil
Court File No.: 71-CV-21-413
ORDER FOR HEARING
In re: Amanda Kelly Irrevocable 
Special Needs Trust 
Petitioners, Brian Kelly, Terry 
Kelly, and U.S. Bank N.A., having 
filed their Petition for Approval of 
Trust Distribution and Granting 
Other Relief, now upon motion of 
Robins Kaplan LLP and Matthew 
J. Frerichs, Esq., attorneys for Pe-
titioners,
IT IS ORDERED THAT:
(1)  Hearing upon said Petition 
shall be had by this Court in, 
Sherburne County Government 
Center, 13880 Highway 10, Elk 
River, Minnesota, 55330, on June 
18, 2021, at 10:50 a.m., or as soon 
thereafter as counsel can be heard.
(2)   Notice of such hearing shall 
be given by publishing a copy 
of this Order one time in a legal 
newspaper of Sherburne County, 
Minnesota, and by mailing a copy 
thereof to each party in interest 
then being, at his or her last known 
address, fifteen (15) days prior to 
the hearing, all as provided by 
Minnesota law.
(3)  The parties in interest herein 
are hereby referred to said Pe-

tition on file in the office of the 
Administrator of this Court for a 
specification of the matters to be 
considered at said hearing, and 
counsel for Petitioners designated 
below are hereby directed to sup-
ply a copy of said Petition to any 
party in interest, or the represen-
tative of any party in interest, re-
questing the same.
Dated May 14, 2021.
/s/ Karen B. Schommer
Judge of Sherburne County  
District Court
Tenth Judicial District
ROBINS KAPLAN LLP
By: Matthew J. Frerichs (Atty. ID 
No. 0336592) 2800 LaSalle Plaza
800 LaSalle Avenue
Minneapolis, MN 55402-2015
Ph: (612) 349-8500
Fax: (612) 339-4181
ATTORNEYS FOR PETITION-
ERS
(Published in the Patriot: 
05/22/21).
___________________________

STATE OF MINNESOTA
DISTRICT COURT 

COUNTY OF SHERBURNE
TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
Court File No.: 71-PR-21-85
NOTICE OF AND ORDER 
FOR HEARING ON PETI-
TION FOR DETERMINATION 
OF DESCENT
In Re Estate of: 
Edsel A. Huotari, 
Decedent.

Shirley Olson, Director of 
Guardianship and Conservatorship 
Services for Presbyterian Family 
Foundation, Inc. (“Petitioner”) has 
filed a Petition for Determination 
of Descent. 

It is Ordered that on 7/1/2021, 
at 2:30 p.m., a hearing will be 
held in this Court at the Sher-
burne County Government Center, 
13880 Business Center Dr. NW, 
Elk River, MN 55330, on the pe-
tition. 

The petition represents that 
the Decedent died intestate more 
than three (3) years ago leaving 
property in Minnesota. The peti-
tion requests the Court determine 
the descent of such property, and 
assign the property to the persons 
entitled. 

Any objections to the petition 
must be raised at the hearing or 
filed with the Court prior to the 
hearing. If the petition is proper 
and no objections are filed or 
raised, the petition will be granted. 

Notice shall be given by pub-
lishing this Notice and Order as 
provided by law and by:
•   Mailing a copy of this Notice 
and Order to each interested per-
son by United States mail at least 
14 days before the time set for the 
hearing. 
•   Publishing this Notice and 
Order in accordance with Minn. 
Stat. § 524.1-401 (3).
Dated May 7, 2021.
/s/ Gina DevilbissHendry
Court Administrator Deputy
JEDDELOH & SNYDER, PA
Paul A Jeddeloh, MN# 142852
803 West Saint Germain St.
St. Cloud, MN 56301
Telephone: (320) 240-9423
Facsimile: (320) 240-9454
e-mail: paul@jeddelohsnyder.com 
ATTORNEY FOR PETITIONER
(Published in the Patriot: 
05/22/21; 05/29/21).
___________________________

Office of the Minnesota 
Secretary of State

Certificate of Assumed Name
Minnesota Statutes, 

Chapter 333
The filing of an assumed 

name does not provide a user with 
exclusive rights to that name. The 
filing is required for consumer 
protection in order to enable cus-
tomers to be able to identify the 
true owner of a business.
ASSUMED NAME: 
ShopSteel
PRINCIPAL PLACE OF BUSI-
NESS: 15457 102nd St Becker 
MN 55308 United States
NAMEHOLDER(S):
Name: 
Luna Technical Solutions, Inc.
Address: 
15457 102nd St Becker MN 
55308 United States

If you submit an attachment, 
it will be incorporated into this 
document. If the attachment con-
flicts with the information specif-
ically set forth in this document, 
this document supersedes the data 
referenced in the attachment. 

By typing my name, I, the un-
dersigned, certify that I am sign-
ing this document as the person 
whose signature is required1 or 
as agent of the person(s) whose 
signature would be required who 
Has authorized me to sign this 
document on his/her behalf or in 
both capacities. I further certify 
that I have completed all required 
fields, and that the information in 
this document is true and correct 
and in compliance with the appli-
cable chapter of Minnesota Stat-
utes. I understand that by signing 
this document I am subject to the 
penalties of perjury as set forth in 
Section 609.48 as if I had signed 
this document under oath.
SIGNED BY: Joshua Parsons
MAILING ADDRESS: None Pro-
vided
EMAIL FOR OFFICIAL NO-
TICES: parsonsj@lunatechnical.
com
Work Item: 1236350800023
Original File Number: 
1236350800023
STATE OF MINNESOTA
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 
OF STATE
FILED
05/19/2021
11:59 PM
/s/ Steve Simon
Secretary of State
(Published in the Patriot: 
05/22/21; 05/29/21).
___________________________

DEADLINES
Notices & Legals

Wednesdays At Noon
Contact Kathy: 763-275-0275 

or Email:
legals.kathy@patriotnewsmn.com

Probates City Public Notices

Clearwater Planning Commission
Public Hearing Notice

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Clearwater Planning 
Commission will hold a Public Hearing at the regular meeting to be 
held on Tuesday, May 25, 2021 at 7:00 p.m.  The Public Hearing is to 
consider amendments to the following sections of the city’s Zoning 
Ordinance, Chapter 117:
     -   Section 117-1250 Signs Exempt from Permit
     -   Section 117-330 Zoning Map
     -   Updates to the Zoning Map.

A copy of the proposed ordinance amendments can be obtained 
by contacting the City Hall at 320-558-2428.

The meeting will be held via Zoom web conference.  The meet-
ing credentials to attend the Zoom meeting will be available on the 
city’s website or by contacting City Hall.
Annita M. Smythe     
City Administrator
(Published in the Patriot: 05/15/21; 05/22/21). 

Township Public Notices

ADVERTISEMENT FOR SEALED BIDS
Notice is hereby given that sealed bids will be received by the 

Santiago Township Board of Supervisors until June 9, 2021; 7 P.M.  
The sealed bids may be marked ‘A Bid’ and mailed to:
                   Santiago Township
                   17363 17th St.
                   Princeton, MN. 55371
or brought to the regular June 9, 2021 at the following location:
                   Santiago Town Hall
                   16656- 165th Ave.
                   Santiago, MN. 55377

At which time the bids will be opened, reviewed and read aloud. 
This will be done at the regular scheduled Town Board Meeting, 
June 9, 2021.

Description of work to be done is as follows; the east 1 mile 
of 67th Street in Santiago Township (28 feet in width by 4 inches 
in depth; Haul in and place approximately 3000 yards by volume 
compacted, of Class #5.)

The Town Board reserves the right to reject any or all bids and 
to waive informalities.
Dated at Santiago, Minnesota this 13th day of May, 2021.
Signed: 
Santiago Town Board Supervisors, Sherburne County Minnesota
Kathy Woolard, Clerk
May 12, 2021
(Published in the Patriot: 05/22/21; 05/29/21).

Patriot Newspaper Graduation Guides
Be on the lookout for the Patriot’s Graduation Guides for graduating 

seniors in Becker and Big Lake High Schools! 

Attn: Homeschoolers from Becker, Big Lake, Clear Lake & Clear-
water. Submit your photo/name & location to us to be included in the 

guide. Send to production@patriotnewsmn.com.

Becker Grad Guide: May 29 

Congratulations to all graduating seniors! We are excited to celebrate your 
accomplishment with you, and wish you the best of luck in the future!

-Patriot Staff

Big Lake Grad Guide: June 5

Assumed Names
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Sherburne County Public Notices

Sherburne County Board of Commissioners
May 4, 2021 - County Board Meeting Minutes

Call to Order 
The Sherburne County Board of Commissioners convened in regular 
session on May 4, 2021, at the Sherburne County Government Center 
in the City of Elk River, MN. Call to order by the Chair was at 9:00am. 
•   Moment of Silence and Pledge of Allegiance 
•   Approval of Regular Meeting Proposed Agenda 
•   Dolan/Burandt unanimous to approve the Regular Meeting Agenda 
as presented. 
Consent Agenda 
Fobbe/Schmiesing unanimous to approve the Consent Agenda as pre-
sented. 
•   Approved Regular Meeting Minutes: April 20, 2021.
•   Approved Workshop Meeting Minutes: April 20, 2021.
Premises Permit Renewal Request for Charitable Gambling by 
Princeton Youth Hockey. Administration 
Bruce Messelt, County Administrator
•   Approved Premises Permit renewal for Charitable Gambling for 
Princeton Youth Hockey at Finish Line Café, located at 31924 125th 
St. NW Princeton, MN 55371. 
Commissioner & Manual Warrants. Auditor / Treasurer 
Amanda Larson, Director of HHS
•   April 14, 2021 Commissioner Warrants $33.25
•   April 16, 2021 Commissioner Warrants $618,386.12
•   April 16, 2021 Manual Warrants $8,758.80
•   April 23, 2021 Commissioner Warrants I $534,204.98
•   April 23, 2021 Commissioner Warrants II $45,442.69
•   April 23, 2021 Manual Warrants I $676,482.43 
HHS 1st Quarter Donations. Health & Human Services 
Amanda Larson, Director of HHS
•  Approved and accepted 1st Quarter donations received by the Health 
and Human Services (HHS) Department. Total donation value of 
$3,302.30. (On file.)
HHS IFS Admin Deb 4-23-21.  Health & Human Services 
Amanda Larson, Director of HHS
•   April 23, 2021 HHS IFS Admin Warrants $91,265.64 
Purchase and Installation of Heat Exchanger System for the Jail 
Clinic and Gymnasium. Maintenance 
Steve Becker, Maintenance Department Head 
•   Approved purchase and installation of a heat exchanger on the 
AHU7 system in the jail clinic and gymnasium area, at a project cost 
of $30,000. 
Seasonal 2021/2022 Lawn Mowing Contract. Maintenance 
Steve Becker, Maintenance Department Head 
•   Approved a two year contract with Jeremy’s Lawn Service in the 
amount of $12,300 per season for seasonal mowing in 2021 & 2022. 
Resolution #050421-AD-2039 in Support of SF 2314 and HF 2456 
Relating to Safety and Access along TH 10 from 45th Ave to 32nd 
Ave in Haven Township (APO St. Cloud Request).  Public Works 
Andrew Witter, Public Works Department Head 
•   Approved Resolution #050421-AD-2039 in Support of SF 2314 and 
HF 2456 relating to Safety and Access along TH 10 from 45th Ave to 
32nd Ave in Haven Township, as requested by MNDOT’s St. Cloud 
Area Planning Organization (APO). 
Consider Approval of the 2020 Emergency Management Perfor-
mance Grant (EMPG) Agreement. Sheriff 
Kyle Breffle, Emergency Services Director 
•   Approved and accepted the 2020 Emergency Management Perfor-
mance Grant (EMPG) agreement in the amount of $44,573.00, with 
the required annual matching grant available from the approved Emer-
gency Management budget. Grant Contract Agreement Term of Janu-
ary 1, 2020 to May 31, 2021. 
Out-of-State Travel for Two Sheriff’s Office Employees. Sheriff 
Joel Brott, County Sheriff
•   Approve out-of-state travel for two Sheriff’s Office employees to 
attend the 42nd Annual Northwest Shuttle Conference from September 
12-16, 2021, in Billings, Montana, at a cost of $250.00 per attendee 
for registration, plus necessary travel expenses not to exceed $$2,310.
Proclamation of May 9th-15th, 2021 as Police Officers’ Week. 
Sheriff 
Joel Brott, County Sheriff
•   Approved a Proclamation designating the week of May 9-15, 2021 
as Police Officers’ Week in Sherburne County. 
Appointment of University of Minnesota - Sherburne County Ex-
tension Committee Members. U of M Extension Office 
Lori Vicich, Regional Director 
•   Approved the following appointments to the University of Minne-
sota - Sherburne County Extension Committee:
1. Mr. Marv Ziner, for a third-three year term to the Sherburne County 
Extension Committee with a term start date of May 4, 2021.
2. Ms. Carla Mertz (District 5) for a three year term to the Sherburne 
County Extension Committee with a term start date of May 4, 2021.  
Announcements 
Count Administrator Bruce Messelt provided the following reminders 
and announcements to the Board. 
•   27th year in a row that the Auditor/Treasurer’s Office has received 
the Government Finance Officers of America Award for Distinguished 
Comprehensive Annual Financial Reporting.
•   Planting has begun on the WIC Garden and suggested the Board and 
staff stop by to see it. 
•   The second round of videos have been released to support local 
businesses.
•   Sport Tech Groundbreaking is Thursday, May 6th at 10:30am.
•   Next Week is Public Safety Week and a memorial will be held on 
Friday, May 7th at 9:00am. This will take place at the flagpole located 
at the Sherburne County Government Center and is hosted by the Sher-
iff’s Department.
Open Forum 
No one was present.  
Regular Agenda 
Connexus Energy Update. Administration 
Greg Ridderbusch and Don Haller, Connexus Energy Staff 
•   Received an update from Connexus Energy Cooperative staff Greg 
Ridderbusch and Vice President Don Haller regarding business and 
community activities. Ridderbush and Haller presented specifically on 
coverage areas in Sherburne County, items pertaining to Connexus as 
a company and provided an explanation of Midcontinent Independent 
System Operator (MISO).
Central Minnesota Jobs and Training Services (CMJTS) Update. 
Administration 
Barb Chaffee, CEO of CMJTS 
•   Received an update from Central Minnesota Jobs and Training Ser-
vices, Inc. (CMJTS) staff on recent activities, programs and projects. 
CEO Barb Chaffee update the Board on the Annual Program Perfor-
mance Report, updates of CMJTS events in Sherburne County, pro-
grams and services, and explanation of the make-up of the Joint Powers 
Board. Director Tricia Bigaouette presented the Annual Fiscal Audit 
Report. Program Manager Dina Wuornos discussed the Minnesota 
Family Investment Program (MFIP), SNAP Employment and Training 
(E&T) Program, and Adult Dislocated Work Program. Wiuornos and 
Manager Leslie Wojtowicz together presented on the youth programs 
and services that CMJTS has to offer. Wojtowicz also presented on On 
the Job Training and past and upcoming job fair events. 
Interim Use Permit (IUP) Application for Mining-Merlin Valerius. 
Planning & Zoning 
Nancy Riddle, Planning & Zoning Administrator 
•   Fobbe/Burandt unanimous to approve Interim Use Permit (IUP) Ap-
plication for Mining by Merlin Valerius, Applicant, with the following 
(8) Conditions and Findings of Fact as recommended by the Planning 
Advisory Commission; PID # 30-028-1400; Legal Desc: SE ¼ of NE 
¼ subject to Easement Desc as (full legal on file); Sec 28, Twp 34, Rge 
26, Livonia Township; 41.4 acres in the General Rural District and 
within the Tributary Stream District of Tibbits Brook.
CONDITIONS:
1. The applicant agrees to revoke Interim Use Permit Number 47768, 
Recorded Document Number 747039 for Excavating 10,000 cubic 
yards or more upon recording the current Interim Use Permit for Min-
ing and pay the separate recording fee of $46.00.
2. This Interim Use Permit is issued to: Merlin Valerius and shall expire 
with a change in majority ownership of the business or sale of this 
property
3. All erosion control measures outlined in the applicants SWPPP must 
be established and maintained.
4. The days and hours of operation will be Monday – Friday 7:00 AM 
to 7:00 PM, Saturdays 7:00 AM – 5:00 PM and Sundays, if needed 
9:00 AM to 12:00 PM.
5. No excavation allowed outside the designated mining areas identi-
fied on Proposed Mining Site Plan, Packet Attachment B.
6. The property owner shall permit the county to inspect the property.
7. The applicant shall comply with all local, state and federal laws.
8. The applicant must maintain a valid Wetland Conservation Act Cer-
tificate of Exemption for this project.  Failure to maintain this exemp-
tion will invalid the Interim Use Permit.
FINDINGS:
1. That the Interim Use will not be injurious to the use and enjoyment 

of other property in the immediate vicinity for the purposes already 
permitted, nor substantially diminish and impair property values within 
the immediate vicinity.
Yes, the applicant has been mining this property since 2013 and the 
proposed mining activity will be consistent with past operations which 
have not generated any complaints or violations of the permit. 
2. That the establishment of the Interim Use will not impede the nor-
mal and orderly development and improvement of surrounding vacant 
property for uses predominant in the area.  
Yes, the establishment of this permit will not impact development of sur-
rounding vacant properties.  The work is temporary and only involves 
excavating and removing materials from this parcel.  This IUP should 
have no impact on the development of neighboring land. 
3. That adequate utilities, access roads, drainage and other necessary 
facilities have been or are being provided.
Yes, the site has been mined for peat since 2014 and has demonstrated 
the property has adequate utilities, access to road, and proper drain-
age. 
4. That adequate measures have been or will be taken to provide suf-
ficient off-street parking and loading space to serve the proposed use. 
Yes, the low volume of truck traffic during the winter months and the 
adequate space on site for loading and parking.
5. That adequate measures have been or will be taken to prevent or 
control offensive odor, fumes, dust, noise and vibration, so that none of 
these will constitute a nuisance, and other lights in such a manner that 
no disturbance to neighboring properties will result.  
Yes, the applicant’s past practice and proposal to keep things the same 
has established that this interim use permit will not create a nuisance 
to neighboring properties.  
Interim Use Permit (IUP) Application for Contractor’s Yard-Ryan 
Boogren. Planning & Zoning 
Nancy Riddle, Planning & Zoning Administrator 
•   Dolan/Fobbe unanimous to Consider Interim Use Permit (IUP) Ap-
plication by Ryan Boogren for Contractor’s Yard with the following 
(14) Conditions and Findings of Fact, as recommended by the Plan-
ning Advisory Commission; PID # 30-028-4105 & 30-027-3205; Legal 
Desc: That pt of the 657.05 ft of NE 1-4 of SE and NW 1-4 of SW 1-4 
(full legal on file); Sec 28, Twp 34, Rge 26. Livonia Township; 23.98 
acres in the General Rural District.
CONDITIONS:
1. Use of the property as a Contractor’s Yard is limited to the land 
identified on the site plan in Packet Attachment C-3.
2. All exterior lighting shall be directed away from the public right-of-
way or neighboring properties.
3. Exterior storage shall be screened from public view as proposed 
on the site plan or as necessary to provide adequate screening from 
public view. 
4. This IUP is issued to Ryan and April Boogren and shall expire with 
a change in majority ownership of the business or sale of this property.
5. The septic area must be fenced off to avoid the equipment or vehicles 
to be driven or parked over it.
6. Per the Township’s comments, a 3’ berm must be built between the 
wetlands and the proposed parking area for the equipment and vehicles. 
Applicant must work with the Sherburne County Planning and Zoning 
as to make sure no wetlands are filled.
 7. Applicant must follow the “Screening Plan” outlined in Packet At-
tachment F. The proposed white pine trees along west side of property 
must be planted at least 5’ tall and be spaced at least 30’ apart. The 
proposed arborvitae trees along the driveway must be planted at least 
5’ tall and be spaced at least 4’ apart. The proposed arborvitae trees 
along the Township Road to fill in the void areas must be planted at 
least 5’ tall. Trees must be planted by June 15,2021 and maintained for 
the duration of the permit. 
8. Driveway and parking areas must be of durable surface such as 
gravel to avoid dust and tracking on the streets or erosion to the wet-
lands/private ditch.
9. The contractor’s yard is limited to a total 20 commercially licensed 
vehicles.
10. There may be no more than 20 employees on this property.
11. Days and hours of operation shall be M-F from 6:30 am to 5:30 pm.
12. The two (2) lots must be combined, and the lot combination form 
must be submitted to the County’s Auditor/Treasurer’s Office.
13. Any signage shall comply with the sign ordinance and a sign permit 
is required.
14. The applicant shall allow the County to inspect the property during 
normal business hours.
FINDINGS:
1. That the Interim Use will not be injurious to the use and enjoyment 
of other property in the immediate vicinity for the purposes already 
permitted, nor substantially diminish and impair property values within 
the immediate vicinity.
Yes, the property is currently used for agricultural purposes and a por-
tion of the property will continue to be used for that purpose.  The 
nearest residence is over 460ft away from this proposed business.  Ex-
isting screening and the requirement to ensure it is maintained should 
mitigate impact on neighboring properties.
2. That the establishment of the Interim Use will not impede the nor-
mal and orderly development and improvement of surrounding vacant 
property for uses predominant in the area. 
Yes, the establishment of this Interim Use Permit will not impede the 
normal and orderly development of surrounding properties.  The con-
tractors’ yard will meet the setbacks and all performance standards es-
tablished in the County Zoning Ordinance for a contractors’ yard.  This 
property is less than a mile from Hwy 169 so it will be close to highway 
access and an IUP for mini-storage was just approved in this area.
3. That adequate utilities, access roads, drainage and other necessary 
facilities have been or are being provided.
Yes, the applicant’s business does not have a need for special utilities 
and has adequate land for access and drainage.
4. That adequate measures have been or will be taken to provide suf-
ficient off-street parking and loading space to serve the proposed use. 
Yes, the contractor’s yard is on the 23.98 acres so parking will not be 
an issue.  The applicant has sufficient parking space and will have a 
class-5 driveway for this business.
5. That adequate measures have been or will be taken to prevent or 
control offensive odor, fumes, dust, noise and vibration, so that none of 
these will constitute a nuisance, and other lights in such a manner that 
no disturbance to neighboring properties will result. 
Yes, the isolation of the business being over 460ft from any residential 
use along with noise, dust, odor and erosion measures have been taken 
into consideration. Also, the existing and proposed tree coverage will 
create screening from neighboring properties.   
Preliminary and Final Simple Plat of Schumacher Acres-Cantlin 
Lake Properties. Planning & Zoning 
Nancy Riddle, Planning & Zoning Administrator 
•   Schmiesing/Fobbe approve Preliminary and Final Simple Plat of 
“Schumacher Acres” which consists of (3) lots, as recommended by 
the Planning Advisory Commission, with the following (4) Conditions 
listed PID # 15-025-3300 and PID # 15-025-3303; Legal Desc:S 1-2 of 
S 1-2 of SW 1-4 of SW 1-4 (full legal on file); Sec 25, Twp 35, Rge 27. 
Blue Hill Township; 9.73 acres in the General Rural District.
CONDITIONS:
1. The plat shall be recorded in the Office of the County Recorder/
Register of Titles, subject to recording fees, within one year of County 
Board approval of Final Plat.
2. The Sherburne County Public Works Department will require park 
dedication fees for 2 lots at $800 per lot, totaling $1,600.
3. An Access Permit will be required prior to the access construction 
and according to Public Works Engineering Standards.
4. Pipeline Company shall be notified by the applicant of the proposed 
driveway crossing. The County shall be provided written acknowledge-
ment from the Pipeline Company, that the developer has been given 
permission to cross their easement along with the driveway specifica-
tion requirements. 
Consider Interim Use Permit (IUP) for Application for Home Busi-
ness in Accessory Building-Antiques and Furniture-Carol Gordon. 
Planning & Zoning 
 Nancy Riddle, Planning & Zoning Administrator 
•   Dolan/Burandt unanimous to consider Interim Use Permit (IUP) 
Application by Carol Gordon for a Home Business in an Accessory 
Building-Antiques and Furniture, with the following (13) Conditions 
and Findings of Fact as recommended by the Planning Advisory Com-
mission; PID # 35-015-2100; Legal Desc: W 1-2 of W 1-2 of NE 1-4 of 
NW 1-4 (full legal on file); Sec 15, Twp 34, Rge 27, Orrock Township; 
10 acres in the General Rural District.
CONDITIONS: 
1. The applicant shall comply with all local, state and federal laws.
2. The applicant shall also work with the Fire Marshal to determine 
capacity for fire code.
3. A building permit is required from the Planning and Zoning Depart-
ment for any alteration to the existing building and must meet commer-
cial code, if applicable.
4. All unused paint/varnish shall be disposed of properly.
5. The applicant shall have parking for the business area delineated on 
the property. No parking 
is allowed on the County Road.

6. Hours are Friday – Sunday 10AM – 5PM.
7. All exterior lighting shall be directed away from the public right-of-
way or neighboring properties.
8. All activities must be conducted within the Accessory Building.
9. There may be one non-illuminated sign totaling no more than 12 sq. 
ft. in size located on the property, but outside of the public right-of-way.
10. The IUP is issued to Michael and Carol Gordon and shall expire 
with a change in ownership of the property.
11. Excessive noise, glare, odors, traffic or other nuisances may be 
justification for the County to revoke or modify the terms of the IUP.
12. The property owner shall permit the County to inspect the property 
during normal business hours.
13. Fire suppression to be addressed with the fire chief (fire extin-
guishers).
FINDINGS:
1. That the Interim Use will not be injurious to the use and enjoyment 
of other property in the immediate vicinity for the purposes already 
permitted, nor substantially diminish and impair property values within 
the immediate vicinity. 
Yes, the proposed use is an antiques and furniture store and it is not an-
ticipated to diminish and impair values within the immediate area. All 
activities will take place within the accessory structure. No additional 
noise is anticipated.
2. That the establishment of the Interim Use will not impede the nor-
mal and orderly development and improvement of surrounding vacant 
property for uses predominant in the area.
Yes, the area is heavily wooded and there are already homes on the 
adjacent properties.
3. That adequate utilities, access roads, drainage and other necessary 
facilities have been or are being provided.
Yes, the applicant is not requesting additional utilities beyond what a 
normal residence would require.
4. That adequate measures have been or will be taken to provide suf-
ficient off-street parking and loading space to serve the proposed use. 
Yes, the applicant has enough parking space to accommodate the pro-
posed use.
5. That adequate measures have been or will be taken to prevent or 
control offensive odor, fumes, dust, noise and vibration, so that none of 
these will constitute a nuisance, and to control lighted signs and other 
lights in such a manner that no disturbance to neighboring properties 
will result.  
Yes, it is not anticipated to cause offensive odor, fumes, dust, noise and 
vibration to the immediate area. All activities will be conducted in the 
accessory building. 
Recess Regular Meeting, Break 
Reconvene Regular Meeting 
Introduce Sherburne County Mental Health Action Team (MAT). 
Health & Human Services 
Amanda Larson, J Hancuch, Community Corrections Department 
Head, Kathleen Heaney, County Attorney 
•   HHS Director Amanda Larson presented the group’s mission, pur-
pose, and introduced its members; County Sheriff Joel Brott, County 
Attorney Kathleen Heaney, and Community Corrections Director J. 
Hancuch. Group members each presented the Board with their own 
testimony pertaining to MAT.  
Proclamation of May as Mental Health Month.  Health & Human 
Services 
Victoria Johannes, Social Services Supervisor 
•   Fobbe/Burandt unanimous to approve Proclamation of May 2021 as 
Mental Health Month in Sherburne County. Social Services Supervi-
sor Victoria Johannes shared mental health statistics within Sherburne 
County and a success story from the Adult Mental Health Unit. Chil-
dren Mental Health Social Worker Kaylie Lira shared a success story 
with the Board from the Children’s Mental Health Unit. 
Reclassification of Office Assistant to Administrative Assistant I 
(Assessor’s Office). Assessor 
Michelle Moen, County Assessor 
•   Fobbe/Burandt unanimous to approve the reclassification of the 
current Office Assistant to Administrative Assistant I in the County 
Assessor’s office. The reclassification will impact the 2021 budget by 
approximately $1,500.
Letter to the Elk River Landfill Regarding Certificate of Need for 
Cell 20. Planning & Zoning 
Dave Lucas, Solid Waste Administrator 
•   Schmiesing/Dolan unanimous to approve and authorize the County 
Board Chair to sign a response letter to the Elk River Landfill regard-
ing its request for Certificate of Need for Cell 20 with the addition to 
carbon copy the MPCA. (On file.) 
Special Hauling Permits Pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 169.869. Public 
Works 
Andrew Witter, Public Works Department Head 
•   Dolan/Schmiesing unanimous to authorize the County Public Works 
Director to Issue Special Hauling Permits pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 
169.869 to within 1 mile of US 10, TH 24, TH 25, and TH 169.
Reappointment of County Engineer. Administration 
Bruce Messelt, County Administrator 
•   Fobbe/Burandt unanimous to approve reappointment of County En-
gineer Andrew Witter to a four-year term, effective May 17th, 2021 
through May 16th, 2025, pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 163.07, Subd. 2. 
Changes to Zoning Ordinance Regarding Board of Adjustment.  
Planning & Zoning 
Tim Sime, Asst. County Attorney, Nancy Riddle, Planning & Zoning 
Administrator 
•   Dolan/Burandt approved with a 3-2 vote on proposed changes to 
Zoning Ordinance regarding the Board of Adjustment and forward the 
same for a Public Hearing by the Planning Advisory Commission, as 
recommended by the Board of Adjustment Subcommittee. Proposed 
Ordinance changes are on file. A roll call vote was as follows: Commis-
sioner Schmiesing - Nay, Commissioner Fobbe - Nay, Commissioner 
Danielowski - Yay, Commissioner Burandt - Yay, Commissioner Dolan 
- Yay. 
Update on COVID-19 Pandemic and County Response. Admin-
istration 
Nicole Ruhoff, CHS Administrator 
•   CHS Administrator Nicole Ruhoff provided the Board with a 
COVID-19 update highlighting testing, positivity, and hospital rates, 
14-Day formula and a clinic/vaccine update. Assistant County Ad-
ministrator Dan weber provided the Board with a Broadband update. 
Administrator Bruce Messelt informed the Board of conference room 
updates, particularly that Maple will be back online on June 3rd.  
Commissioner Correspondence, Committee Reports, Upcoming 
Meetings, Future Agenda Items 
Commissioner Burandt: Fair Board Meeting, IEIC meeting, 
SCHSAC, Becker High School Public Health & Schools Services 
mental health services, Elk River Chamber of Commerce, St. Cloud 
for program on memorial for those lost to COVID
Commissioner Dolan: CMRP Meeting, CMRP Task Force Meeting, 
NACo Technology & Telecommunications Meeting
Commissioner Fobbe: GRRL Finance Meeting, Empathy & Equity 
Meeting, CMJTS, AMC Futures, Meeting with New Director of United 
Way, Tri-Cap Executive meeting, GRRL Audit Meeting, CMJT Joint 
Powers Training. Princeton Airport Meeting, Zimmerman City Council 
Meeting, Met with the Commissioner of Transportation
Commissioner Schmiesing: Nothing to report. 
Commissioner Danielowski: CMRP, Discussion with Dave Roedel 
Meeting and County 43 landowners, Election Discussion with Diane 
Arnold and Bruce Messelt, Met with Brian Gibson of St. Cloud APO, 
Water Plan Advisory Committee Meeting, Peer Review Meeting 
Adjourn Regular Meeting, Recess 
Reconvene, Open Workshop 
Adjourn Workshop Meeting 
Commissioner Warrants
4/14/21  33.25  General Revenue Fund
  33.25 Total 
Commissioner Warrants
4/16/21          274,963.45  General Revenue Fund
            28,813.43  Public Works Fund
  50.53  Human Service Fund
              1,778.76  Law Library Fund
            14,726.80  Solid Waste Fund
          153,193.98  Jail Commissary Fund
                  329.99  Sherco Regional Rail Authority
          137,649.26  Justice Center Enterprise Fund
                 534.00  Agency Collections
              6,345.92  Taxes & Penalties Fund
          618,386.12  Total 
Manual Warrants
4/16/21              8,758.80 Agency Collections
              8,758.80  Total 
Manual Warrants
4/23/21          248,868.92  General Revenue Fund
          231,659.44  Public Works Fund
  50.53  Human Service Fund
                 238.10  Law Library Fund
            33,992.35  Jail Commissary Fund
            19,229.14  Justice Center Enterprise Fund
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                                                               NOTICE OF EXPIRATION OF REDEMPTION  
State of Minnesota                                           Diane Arnold  
Sherburne County                                           County Auditor/Treasurer  
TO:  ALL PERSONS WITH LEGAL INTEREST IN THE PARCELS OF REAL PROPERTY DESCRIBED IN THE FOLLOWING   
         NOTICE.  
You are herby notified that the parcels of real property described below and located in Sherburne County, Minnesota, are subject to forfeiture 
to the State of Minnesota because of the nonpayment of delinquent property taxes, special assessments, penalties, interest, and costs levied on 
those parcels. The time for redemption from forfeiture expires if a redemption is not made by the later of (1) 60 days after service of this notice 
on all persons having interest in the parcels or (2) July 31, 2021.  
The following information is listed below: the names of the property owners, taxpayers, and interested parties who have filed their addresses 
under M.S. 276.041; the addresses of the parties at the election of the county auditor; the legal description and parcel identification number of 
each parcel; and the amount necessary to redeem a parcel as of the date listed below.  

Names/Addresses  
RICHARD ARLEN 
PROPERTIES LLC

MILLER, GRAHAM W & 
BARBARA A

ALLEN, BEATRICE C

ALLEN, BEATRICE C

ALLEN, BEATRICE C

KOTOWICZ, JASON J

STEIN, CLYDE L & DORENE

RODRIGUEZ, JUSTIN M

RODRIGUEZ, JUSTIN M

HUGHES, CONSTANCE

FUHRMANN, JUDD

MERCHANT, MITCHELL E
HERBERT, B & 
BRUGGEMAN, J

CAMPBELL, JOHN F & 
LOIS E

BODINE, STEVEN ANDREW
JOHNSON, FRED

SERSON, SHAWNA FAY

MATZKE, JOHN A & 
DEBRA L

ALLEN, MICHAEL L & 
ELIZABETH ANN

BRAUSEN, LOLA GAIL

MCPHERSON, STEVE & 
SUSAN

STOLP, KENNETH C &
DONNA

WAF SHERBURNE 
HOLDINGS, LLC

WEST, RON G LTD

NELSON, BONITA J

THOMPSON, DEAN         

Description of Property
01-004-1323    BALDWIN
THAT PT OF SW 1-4 OF NE 1-4 SEC 4-35-26, DESC AS; COMM AT A POINT ON 
THE ELY R-O-W LINE OF COUNTY STATE HWY R-O-W PLAT NO 71-2;285.50 
FT S FROM THE PT OF INTERSECTION OF SAID ELY R-O-W LINE WITH N 
LINE; THENCE ELY & PARA WITH N LINE A DIST OF 175 FT TO P-O-B OF 
PROPERTY BEING DESC;THENCE SLY & PARA WITH SAID ELY R-O-W A 
DIST OF 140 FT;THENCE ELY & PARA WITH SAID N LINE A DIST OF 202 FT; 
THENCE NLY & PARA WITH ELY R-O-W LINE A DIST OF 140 FT TO POINT 
OF INTERSECTION WITH A LINE RUNNING ELY FROM SAID P-O-B & BEING 
PARA WITH SAID N LINE; THENCE WLY ALONG SAID PARA LINE A DIS OF 
202 FT TO P-O-B.TOGETHER WITH AN EASEMENT FOR ACCESS PURPOSES 
OVER & ACROSS THE N 30 FT OF THAT PART OF SW 1-4 OF NW 1-4 WHICH 
IS BOUNDED ON THE W BY SAID ELY R-O-W LINE, BOUNDED ON THE N BY 
A LINE DRAWN FROM SAID PT OF COMM TO SAID P-O-B OF THE ABOVE 
DESC PROPERTY & BOUNDED ON E BY THE W LINE OF THE DESC PROP-
ERTY. SUBJECT TO ANY EASEMENTS, RESTRICTIONS & RESERVATIONS OF 
RECORD, IF ANY

01-015-1210    BALDWIN
SEC 15 TWP 35 RGE 26 N350FT OF S750FT OF  W425FT OF NW 1-4 OF NE 1-4

01-404-0510    BALDWIN
ELK LAKE ESTATES,  LOT 1, BLK 5

01-404-0520    BALDWIN
ELK LAKE ESTATES,  LOT 2, BLK 5

01-404-0530    BALDWIN
ELK LAKE ESTATES,  LOT 3, BLK 5

01-407-0706    BALDWIN
BIRCH ACRES, LOT 6, BLK 7

10-117-3405    BIG LAKE
SEC 17 TWP 33 RGE 27 THAT PART OF THE SE1/4 OF SW1/4 DESC AS FOLL: 
COM AT A POINT ON THE S LINE OF SAID SE1/4 OF SW1/4 SAID POINT 
BEING N 89 DEG 36 MIN W 986.25 FT FROM THE S QUARTER CORNER OF 
SAID SECTION 17, THENCE N 00 DEG 33 MIN 30 SEC E 649.5 FT TO A POINT 
HEREINAFTER CALLED POINT “A”; THENCE  N 89 DEG 36 MIN W 330.2 
FT, MORE OR LESS, TO A POINT ON THE W LINE OF SAID SE1/4 OF SW1/4, 
WHICH POINT IS THE POINT OF BEG OF THE LAND HEREIN DESC; THENCE 
RETURN ALONG THE LAST DESC LINE TO POINT “A” THENCE N 00 DEG 
33 MIN 30 SEC E A DISTANCE OF 132 FT THENCE N 89 DEG 36 MIN W 320.2 
FT, MORE OR LESS TO THE W LINE OF SAID SE1/4 OF SW1/4; THENCE S ON 
THE W LINE OF SAID SE1/4 OF SW1/4 132 FT MORE OR LESS TO POINT OF 
BEG. EX PARCEL 26, SHERBURNE COUNTY R-O-W PLAT NO 21.

10-122-2251    BIG LAKE
SEC 22 TWP 33 RGE 27 THAT PART OF NW1/4 OF NW 1/4 DES AS FOLLOWS; 
BEG AT A PT IN  THE CENTERLINE OF THE TWP RD A DIST OF 175 FT SELY 
OF THE INTERSECTION OF SAID CENTERLINE & W LINE OF SAID NW1/4 OF 
NW1/2 THEN N ALONG SAID W LINE TO THE NW CORNER OF SAID SEC 22 
THENCE E ALONG THE N LINE OF SAID SEC 22 A DIST OF 296 FT THENCE 
SWLY TO PT OF BEG. SUB TO EASEMENT FOR PUBLIC ROAD

10-122-2255    BIG LAKE
SEC 22 TWP 33 RGE 27 THAT PART OF NW1/4 OF NW1/4 LY SWLY OF CEN-
TELINE (THREAD) OF ELK RIVER & NELY OF THE CENTER LINE OF TWP 
RD AS NOW LAID OUT AND TRAVELED & NWLY OF A LINE DESC AS BEG 
AT A PT ON SAID CENTERLINE OF TWP RD MEASURED N 72 DEG 30 MIN W 
ALONG SAID CENTERLINE 1035 FT FROM ITS INTERSECTION WITH THE E 
LINE OF SAID NW1/4 OF NW1/4; THENCE N 53 DEG 21 MIN 30 SEC E TO THE 
THREAD OF SAID ELK RIVER & THERE TERMINATING. EXCEPT THAT PT IN 
THE CENTERLINE OF THE TWP RD A DIST OF 175 FT SELY OF THE INTER-
SECTION OF SAID CENTELINE & W OF SAID NW1/4 OF NW 1/2 THENCE 
N ALONG SAID W LINE TO THE NW CORNER OF SAID SEC 22; THENCE E 
ALONG THE N LINE OF SAID SEC 22 A DIST OF 296 FT THENCE SWLY TO PT 
OF BEG

10-470-0240    BIG LAKE
ROSEWOOD ESTATES, LOT 8, BLK 2

10-494-0330    BIG LAKE
BLACK BUCK ACRES,  LOT 6, BLK 3

15-402-0385   BLUE HILL
SECOND ELK LAKE ESTATES,  LOT 29, BLK 3

25-033-4110    HAVEN 
SEC 33 TWP 35 RGE 30 THAT PART OF GOVT LOT 2 DESC AS FOLL: BEG AT 
A POINT WHERE THE W LINE OF HWY RUNNING ALONG E SIDE OF SEC 
33 INTERSECTS THE N SHORE LINE OF LONG LAKE AT ITS LOW WATER 
MARK ON MARCH 2ND, 1905; THENCE N ALONG THE W SIDE OF HWY 223 
FT; THENCE W AT RT ANGLES WITH SAID HWY 104 FT; THENCE S PARA 
WITH HWY TO THE N SHORE LINE OF LAKE AT ITS LOW WATER MARK; 
THENCE E ALONG N SHORE LINE OF LAKE TO POB.

30-004-4206    LIVONIA
SEC 4 TWP 34 RGE 26 THAT PT OF N 400 FT OF GOVT LOT 2 MEASURED AT 
RIGHT ANGLES TO THE N LINE THEREOF, THAT LIES E OF A LINE DRAWN 
SLY & AT RIGHT ANGLE TO THE N LINE THEREOF, DIST 925 FT FROM NE 
CORNER THEREOF, SUBJECT TO A TWP RD EASEMENT FOR 120TH STREET 
NW

35-012-4135    ORROCK
SEC 12 TWP 34 RGE 27 E 421.91FT OF SE 1-4 OF SE 1-4 LYING S’LY OF CSAH 4

35-404-0418    ORROCK
EAGLE LAKE SHORES UNIT NO 1,  LOT 9, BLK 4

40-416-0645    PALMER
CEDAR POINT, LOT 50, BLK 6

45-005-2101    SANTIAGO
SEC 5 TWP 35 RGE 28 S 495 FT OF NE 1-4 OF NW 1-4. SUBJ TO EASEMENT 
DESC AS PARCEL 62 SHERB CTY ROW PLAT 64

60-417-0630    BECKER CITY
EDGEWOOD DEVELOPMENT, LOT 6, BLK 6

65-421-0128    BIG LAKE CITY
DEEPHAVEN ADDITION, THAT PT OF LOT 16, BLK 1 AND OF GOVT LOT 2, 
19-33-27 DES AS COM AT A PT 15.5 FT N OF  NE COR OF SAID LOT 16 ON AN 
EXT OF E LINE  OF LOT 16, THEN W AND PAR TO N LINE OF LOT 16 55.5 FT 
TO A PT, THEN IN A  STRAIGHT  LINE SELY TO SE COR OF LOT 16, BLK 1

65-508-0205   BIG LAKE CITY
BIG LAKE INDUSTRIAL PARK EAST PLAT TWO, LOT 1, BLK 2

65-528-0105    BIG LAKE CITY
BIG LAKE MARKETPLACE FIRST ADDITION, LOT 1 BLK 1

75-404-0030   ELK RIVER CITY
AUDITORS SUBDIVISION NO 4 THE  E 93 FT OF THE N 1/2 OF E 1/2 OF LOT 3

75-506-0380    ELK RIVER CITY
BELGIN ACRES, LOT 8, BLK 3

 Amount Due
$8,761.39

$8,686.18

$93.46

$93.46

$93.46

$268.56

$1,124.07

$78,053.71

$343.58

$14,543.11

$8,393.35

$1,493.93

 
$19, 708.47

$126.19

$13,178.39

$214.22

$2,958.66

$9,719.92

$10,350.64

$98.44

$291,860.98

$2,717.81

$10,445.74

$9,869.98

FAILURE TO REDEEM THE LANDS PRIOR TO THE EXPIRATION OF REDEMPTION WILL RESULT IN THE LOSS OF THE LAND 
AND FORFEITURE TO THE STATE OF MINNESOTA. 
The amounts listed above must be paid to redeem if paid on or before July 31, 2020. Please contact  the Sherburne County Auditor/Treasurer’s 
Office to verify the amount due if paid after July 31, 2020  
Inquiries about the delinquent tax proceedings described above can be made to the Sherburne County 
Auditor/Treasurer at the address listed below.  
Witness my hand and official seal on this 11th day of May, 2021.  
/s/ Diane Arnold  
Sherburne County, Auditor/Treasurer  
Sherburne County Courthouse  
13880 Business Center Drive NW  
Elk River MN  55330-1692  
763-765-4350       Fax: 763-765-4374  
(Published in the Patriot: 05/15/21; 05/22/21).                                             

COUNTY BOC from page 5B

                 130.50  Agency Collections
              36.00  Taxes & Penalties Fund
          534,204.98  Total
Commissioner Warrants
4/23/21            27,427.56  School Districts Collections
            18,015.13  Towns & Cities Collections
            45,442.69 Total
Manual Warrants 
4/23/21                 589.90  General Revenue Fund
          675,892.53  Agency Collections
          676,482.43  Total 
Commissioner Warrants
4/23/21            85,852.76  Human Service Fund
              1,047.38  Agency Collections
              4,370.50  Children’s Mental Health  
   Collaborative
            91,270.64 Total
Warrants
4/23/21            28,845.19  Central Mn Jobs & Training
              4,495.21  Fluid Interiors, LLC
                 643.00  Franklin Outdoor Advertising
                 450.00  Greater MN Family Services
              2,214.94  Hennepin County
                 528.00  Lexis Nexis
              3,000.00   Lutheran Social Service-Youth  
   Resiliency
              1,747.88  Main Street Family Services
              3,482.93  McKesson Medical- Surgical  
   Government
              2,600.00  MHSRC/Range
              5,268.75  Mn Social Srv Assn
                 510.00  NACCHO Lockbox Processing
                 652.21  Real Time Translations, Inc
                 505.00  Seven County Process Servers,  
   LLC
              5,276.40  Sherburne Co Sheriff
              7,514.00  Sherburne County Auditor  
   Treasurer
                 408.96  SHI International Corp
            21,000.00  Ugam Solutions Inc
                 850.00  VOA MN
              1,278.17  18 Payments less than 300
            91,270.64  Total
/s/ Raeanne Danielowski, Board Chairperson                       
/s/ Bruce Messelt, Administrator
(Published in the Patriot: 05/22/21).

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
CP 71-HIS-001

Sherburne County History Center Trail
SHERBURNE COUNTY, MINNESOTA

NOTICE is hereby given that SEALED Bid Proposal Packages 
will be received by the Sherburne County Engineer at the office of 
the undersigned until
1:00 PM on Wednesday, June 2, 2021 for the following project:
The Major Quantities of Work are:
AGGREGATE SURFACING  TON 1,100
STONE RETAINING WALL  SF 306
4”& 6” CONCRETE SIDEWALK SF 4,800

Receipt of Bid Proposal: Bids will be received at the Public 
Works Office, located at the Sherburne County Government Center, 
13880 Business Center Drive Suite 100, Elk River MN 55330 until 
1:00 PM, Wednesday, June 2, 2021.

Bid Opening: Proposals will be opened by the County Engineer 
after the hour set for receiving bids at the Sherburne County Gov-
ernment Center, Public Works Conference Room; 13880 Business 
Center Drive Suite 100, Elk River MN 55330. Due to the COVID-
19 Order 20-99, this will be a public online bid opening with 
no in person attendance by bidders. Information for accessing 
the bid opening will be provided with the bid proposal package.

Plans & specifications may be examined at the office of the 
Sherburne County Highway Engineer, 13880 Business Center Drive 
Suite 100, Elk River MN 55330, or at http://www.co.sherburne.
mn.us/publicworks/index.php & follow the Construction Projects & 
Bids (eGram) link. A user ID & password is required to download 
the Plans & Specifications. Contact Public Works at 763-765-3300 
to obtain.

The cost to download the Plans & Specifications is free.
The cost to obtain a hard copy of the Plans & Specifications 

is $50.00 with an additional $10.00 mailing fee.
TO SUBMIT A BID – A Bid Proposal Package must be pur-

chased. The cost to obtain the Bid Proposal Package is $10.00. 
Requests are made to the Sherburne County Engineer, 13880 Busi-
ness Center Drive Suite 100, Elk River MN 55330.

Requests must be accompanied by check, draft, or money order, 
payable to the Sherburne County Public Works. Bids must be ac-
companied by a Certified Check or Bidder’s Bond made payable 
to the Sherburne County Treasurer as a proposal guarantee for at 
least 5% of the amount of the bid.

No bidder may withdraw their bid (which shall include the Cer-
tified Check or Bidder’s Bond) within 15 days after the scheduled 
closing for the receipt of bids.

The County Board will consider award of the contract at the 
June 15, 2021 County Board Meeting contingent upon County En-
gineer & County Attorney review. It is the County’s intent to begin 
construction the middle of July 2021 and completed by middle 
of August 2021.

The County Board reserves the right to reject any or all bids & 
waive informalities. Dated at Elk River Minnesota, this 30th day of 
April 2021.
Signed: /s/  Bruce Messelt, Sherburne County, Minnesota

PUBLIC NOTICE
Sherburne County has designated its official website as http://www.
co.sherburne.mn.us/publicworks/index.php. Official publication of 
bids, requests for information, and requests for proposals will be 
done on the official website as an alternative means to disseminate 
solicitations of transportation construction and maintenance proj-
ects.
(Published in the Patriot: 05/08/21; 05/15/21; 05/22/21).

Sherburne County Board of Commissioners
May 4, 2021 - County Board Workshop Minutes

The Board Chair opened the County Board Workshop Meet-
ing.  
Update from the Sherburne County Soil & Water Conservation 
District. Administration 
Francine Larson, District Manager 
•   Received an update from the Sherburne County Soil and Water 
Conservation District (SWCD). District Technician Miranda Wag-
ner presented a summary of her activities and projects featuring the 
Diamond A Farm. District Technician David Wick presented on his 
focus of forestry and highlighted and displayed pictures of his site 
visits. Urban Conservationist Franny Gerde provided a summary of 
programs and projects she oversees and highlighted the Legumes 
Grant and its pilot program. Senior Water Resource Specialist Dan 
Cibulka highlighted prioritizing activities and tracking their prog-
ress on waterbodies. Dan also provided an update on fish and local 
waters.
Overview and Update on Solid Waste Topics, Projects, and Is-
sues:  Part Two. Planning & Zoning 
Dave Lucas, Solid Waste Administrator
•   Solid Waste Administrator Dave Lucas and staff presented part 
two of the overview and update on current Solid Waste Manage-
ment topics, projects and issues. 
Some items highlighted and discussed were as follows: 
•   Scheduled 2021 Programs
•   History of Management Waste for Sherburne County
•   Draft of Solid Waste Plans
•   Goals Table for County Timeline for Adoption of Solid Waste 
Management Plan
Adjourn Workshop Meeting
/s/ Raeanne Danielowski, Board Chairperson                       
/s/ Bruce Messelt, Administrator
(Published in the Patriot: 05/22/21). 
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Sherburne County Public Notices

Celebration of life will be 
held June 5, 2021, at Clear 
Lake City 
Hall 7684 
1st Ave West 
Clear Lake, 
1 – 3 pm. 
Lunch will be 
served.

M a r c y 
age 82 who 
was granted 
her wings on 
April 9, 2021. 
She passed 
away peace-
fully sur-
rounded by her family.

Marcy was born October 
17, 1938 in Milwaukee, WI to 
Elizabeth and William Thelen. 
She has two sisters (Patricia & 
Judy) and one brother (Bill-de-
ceased).

She has three children 
Scott (Cathy) Fleischman, 
Tammy (Butch-deceased) 
Dickey and Debbie (Paul) 
Sullivan.  Seven (7) Grand 
Children and Eighteen (18) 

Great-Grand Children.
Marcy always loved 

spending time 
with her fam-
ily, she went to 
all her grand-
kids functions, 
she especially 
loved celebrat-
ing Christmas 
and creating her 
“goody boxes”. 
Everyone that 
knew Marcy, 
loved her, she 
always made 
e v e r y o n e 

laugh. She will be missed 
dearly but, will live in our 
hearts forever.

We would like to give a 
special thank you to Bee Hive 
Homes in Elk River for the 
wonderful care given to Marcy 
for the last three years, and to 
the staff of Brighton Hospice 
for the loving care for her in 
her final days.

Memorials are preferred to 
American Heart Foundation.  

MARCY “NANNY” TUTCH, AGE 82
INVER GROVE HGTS, MN 

OCTOBER 17, 1938 - APRIL 9, 2021

Sherburne County
WARRANTS FOR PUBLICATION

Warrants Approved on 4/14/2021 for Payment 4/14/2021
Vendor Name      Amount
1 Payments less than 2000           33.25      
      Final Total:          33.25
(Published in the Patriot: 05/22/21).

Sherburne County
WARRANTS FOR PUBLICATION

Warrants Approved for Payment 4/19/2021
Vendor Name    Amount
Mn Dept Of Revenue    667,458.28
6 Payments less than 2000   9,024.15
       Final Total:   676,482.43
(Published in the Patriot: 05/22/21).

Sherburne County
WARRANTS FOR PUBLICATION

Warrants Approved for Payment 4/16/2021
Vendor Name    Amount
6 Payments less than 2000 8,758.80
                        Final Total: 8,758.80
(Published in the Patriot: 05/22/21).

Sherburne County
WARRANTS FOR PUBLICATION

Warrants Approved on 4/23/2021 for Payment 4/23/2021
Vendor Name    Amount
Treas Blue Hill Township  7,920.63
Treas Ind School Dist 477  16,014.36
Treas Ind School Dist 727  7,683.47
Treas Orrock Township  5,307.63
Treas Santiago Township  4,552.78
Treas,Ind School Dist 726  3,214.00
2 Payments less than2000 749.82
                       Final Total: 45,442.69
(Published in the Patriot: 05/22/21).

Sherburne County
WARRANTS FOR PUBLICATION

Warrants Approved on 4/23/2021 for Payment 4/23/2021
Vendor Name    Amount
Amherst H Wilder Foundation 22,500.00
AMI Imaging Systems 24,320.00
At- Scene LLC 11,400.00
CGW Law Office 4,225.00
CISCOR, Inc 10,029.23
David Turch and Associates 4,000.00
Food Express Usa 2,322.24
Health Partners - Group Health Inc 22,287.28
Jeremy’s Lawn Service Inc 9,190.00
Keefe Supply Company 10,917.38
MCCC LOCKBOX 46,519.95
Mcis 31,296.50
McKesson Medical Surgical Government 2,713.58
Minnesota Monitoring Inc 5,053.00
Minnesota Native Landscapes 5,288.80
MN Dept of Employment & Economic Dev 3,163.64
MN Dept of Transportation 176,918.47
Morries Parts And Service Inc 5,179.04
Presbyterian Family Foundation 13,834.42
Securus Technologies 8,437.68
SRF Consulting Group Inc 46,730.56
Summit Food Service, LLC 16,026.78
Tracker Software Corportaion, Inc 3,760.00
Uhl Company Inc 4,598.00
79 Payments less than 2000 43,493.43
                          Final Total: 534,204.98
(Published in the Patriot: 05/22/21).

Sherburne County
WARRANTS FOR PUBLICATION

Warrants Approved on 4/16/2021 for Payment 4/16/2021
Vendor Name    Amount
Becker Collision & Glass Inc 10,260.05
Bolton & Menk Inc 8,774.88
Braun Intertec Corp 20,612.50
Bureau Of Criminal Apprehension 4,740.00
City Of St Cloud 2,000.00
Dacotah Paper Co 2,439.44
ECM Publishers Inc 2,113.01
Further 3,003.50
Hoisington Koegler Group Inc 5,864.50
Johnson Repair 3,185.98
Kari Hansen 2,125.00
Lockridge Grindal Nauen PLLP 3,000.00
Lorex, Inc 9,006.78
Mansfield Oil Co of Gainesville, Inc 10,169.22
Marco 7,353.17
Martin- McAllister Consulting Psychlogist 3,850.00
MCIT 54,256.65
MEnD Correctional Care, PLLC 201,978.31
Omnicare Inc 13,482.08
Rinke Noonan, Ltd 2,701.00
RT Vision, Inc 2,400.00
Rutland Law, PLLC 5,770.00
Securus Technologies 8,630.78
Spence Legal Services 2,350.00
Split Rock Management Inc 6,450.00
Stanley Convergent Security Solutions 142,550.00
Stearns County Environmental Services 2,314.00
Summit Food Service, LLC 16,459.06
Uhl Company Inc 6,731.50
US Bank Voyager Fleet Systems 2,973.09
WatchGuard Video 5,240.00
Windstream 3,241.12
98 Payments less than 2000 42,360.50
            Final Total: 618,386.12
(Published in the Patriot: 05/22/21).
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Interested in being a sponsor for the Cop’s Corner? 
Contact Carol at the Patriot at 763.275.0275.

Team up with your police dept. 
for a better, safer community

“ASK A TROOPER” by Sgt. Jesse Grabow of the Minnesota State Patrol
When you have a big problem, focusing resources to solve it a bit at a time can make sense. Drunk 

driving – and its resulting crashes, injuries and deaths – is a problem all over the state of Minnesota. 
And although law enforcement in each of our 87 counties are working hard to eliminate it, it makes 
sense, as part of the approach, to look at the data and concentrate DWI patrols on the 15 most danger-
ous drunk driving counties.

From 2014 to 2018, 281 people died in drunk driving-related crashes in those 15 counties out of 
540 statewide. To put it another way, 52 percent of all drunk driving deaths during that time period 
took place in just 17 percent of Minnesota’s counties. Similarly, 982 people were seriously injured in 
alcohol-related crashes in the 15 counties out of 1,657 statewide

Where are these counties? Many of them comprise the metro area, as one might expect. No matter 
where they are, though, law enforcement officers in those counties are providing extra patrols to get 
drunk drivers off the roads through September of this year. The top 15 most dangerous drunk driving 
counties based on 2014-2018 figures are:

1. Hennepin, 2. Ramsey, 3. Anoka, 4. St. Louis, 5. Dakota, 6. Washington, 7. Stearns, 
8. Sherburne, 9. Olmsted, 10. Wright, 11. Rice, 12. Cass, 13. Becker, 14. Scott, 15. Otter Tail
Whether you live in one of these 15 counties or not, it’s always important to plan a sober ride if 

you plan to go out. After all, a first-time DWI can cost you an average of $10,000, or you could cause 
a crash that results in serious injury or death for you or someone else.

So designate a driver, call a cab or ride-share service, use public transportation, or stay at the 
location of the party. And make sure you speak up: Offer to be a designated driver, and if you see 
someone who’s impaired about to get behind the wheel, help them find a safe ride home. Similarly, if 
you witness impaired driving behavior out on the road, call 911 and report it (be prepared to give the 
location, license plate number, and the behavior you observed). And don’t forget to buckle up: It’s the 
best defense against a drunk driver.

If we come at the problem of drunk driving a bit at a time, and from both directions—the driver 
side and the law enforcement side—we’re sure to make a difference. Thank you for doing your part.

If you have any questions concerning traffic related laws or issues in Minnesota, send your 
questions to Trp. Jesse Grabow – Minnesota State Patrol at 1000 Highway 10 West, Detroit Lakes, 
MN 56501-2205.  (You can follow him on Twitter @MSPPIO_NW or reach him at, jesse.grabow@
state.mn.us).

Cop’s 
Corner

May 10: Justin Michael Johnson, 21, of Zimmerman, 
was arrested in Sherburne Co. - Wright Co. warrant 
- 5th degree possession of controlled substance vio-
lation. Jordan Ray Wissbroecker, 18, of St. Paul, was 
arrested in Buffalo - charge of counterfeiting of cur-
rency & McLeod Co. warrant - motor vehicle theft.
May 11: Michael Robert Durbin, 56, of Monticello, 
was arrested in Corrina Twp. - charge of violation of 
domestic abuse no contact order. Matthew William 
Morse, 43, of Annandale, was arrested in Annandale 
- charges of 1st degree sale & possession of con-
trolled substance, & 2nd degree, 3rd degree & 5th 
degree possession of controlled substance & Wright 
Co. warrant - 3rd degree sale of controlled substance 
violation. Landon Ricky Olesiak, 45, of Owatonna, 
was arrested in Steele Co. - Wright Co. apprehen-
sion & detention order - 2nd degree DWI violations. 
Christopher Richard Tibbetts, 37 of New Hope, was 
arrested in Washington Co. - Wright Co. warrant - 5th 
degree possession of controlled substance violation. 
Tyrone Lavalle Hubbard, 48, of Buffalo, was arrested 
in St. Michael - charges of 5th degree possession of 
controlled substance & violation of ha-
rassment restraining order.
May 12: Trisha Jean Huerta, 31, of 
Backus, was arrested in Buffalo - an 
Isanti Co. warrant - theft. Daniel Jon-
athan Miller, 31, of St. Michael, was 
arrested in St. Michael - charge of do-
mestic assault. Victoria Ruth Kolstad, 
41, of Buffalo, was arrested in Annan-
dale - charge of domestic assault. Misti 
Lynn Nelson, 30, of Howard Lake, 
was arrested in Buffalo - Becker Co. 
apprehension & detention order - flee-
ing law enforcement. Matthew Francis 
Berg, 40, of Albertville, was arrested 
in Albertville - charge of domestic assault. Kristina 
Marie Wald, 48, of Big Lake, was arrested in Buf-
falo - Hennepin Co. apprehension & detention order 
- theft & Mille Lacs Co. apprehension & detention 
order - DWI. Thomas Robert Mueller, 56 of Delano, 
was arrested in Delano - Wright Co. warrant - do-
mestic assault violations. Amber Rose Ellison, 37, 
of Otsego, was arrested in Otsego - charge of 2nd 
degree DWI.
May 13: Gino Tomas Bacigalupo, 22, of St. Michael, 
was arrested in St. Michael - charge of 3rd degree 
DWI. Ian Michael Strempke, 32, of Randall, was 
arrested in Ramsey Co. - Wright Co. warrant - driv-
ing after revocation & Morrison Co. warrant - theft. 
Joseph Lawrence Johnson, 28, of Clear Lake, was 
arrested in Morrison Co. - Wright Co. warrants - 
violation of domestic abuse no contact order & 5th 
degree assault violations. Jennifer Lee Davis, 42, of 
St. Cloud, was arrested in Stearns Co. - Wright Co. 
warrant - counterfeiting of currency violations. Mark 
Larry Narum, 52, of Howard Lake, was arrested in 
Howard Lake - charge of 3rd degree DWI. Rendel 
Deonte Akis, 34, of Minneapolis, was arrested in 
Ramsey Co. - Wright Co. warrant - check forgery 
& Crow Wing Co. - theft of services. Marcus Louis 
Cameron, 22, of St. Cloud, was arrested in Benton 
Co. - Wright Co. warrant - interference with 911 call 

violation. Mikkel Allen Ferguson, 27, of Little Falls, 
was arrested in Monticello - charge of 5th degree pos-
session of controlled substance.
May 14: Noah & Andrew Hartfiel, 20, of Clearwater, 
was arrested in Clearwater - charges of 5th degree 
sale & possession of controlled substance. Sean Roff 
Donaghue, 50, of Plymouth, was arrested in Henne-
pin Co. - Wright Co. warrants - domestic assault by 
strangulation & terroristic threat violations. Dylan 
Dean Kelly, 24, of Anoka, was arrested in Anoka 
Co. - Wright Co. warrant - terroristic threats & MN 
Twp. of Corrections warrant - parole violation. Sarah 
Jane Justice, 27, of Shoreview, was arrested in Maple 
Lake - Meeker Co. warrant - 5th degree possession 
of controlled substance. Isiah Chetteh Roberts, 29, 
of Ham Lake, was arrested in Albertville - charge of 
theft. Youan Nyan Weanquoi, 20, of Brooklyn Center, 
was arrested in Albertville - charges of possession of 
stolen property & theft. Drew Joseph Alan Brock-
man, 24, of Big Lake, was arrested in Sherburne Co. 
- Wright Co. warrant - 5th degree possession of con-
trolled substance violation.

May 15: Miguel Angel Arroyo 
Hernandez, 25, of Hanover, was 
arrested in Rockford - charge of 
domestic assault. Jake Randall 
Forpahl, 27, of Montrose, was 
arrested in Montrose - charge of 
domestic assault. Gerald Grady 
Seely, 36, of Annandale, was ar-
rested in Maple Lake - charges 
of 5th degree possession of con-
trolled substance & felon in pos-
session of ammunition.
May 16: Derek James Painschab, 
29, of Buffalo, was arrested in 
Buffalo - charge of 5th degree 

possession of controlled substance & Wright Co. 
warrants - theft & driving after cancellation. Tyler 
Jeffrey Gregerson, 27, of Otsego, was arrested in 
Otsego - charge of domestic assault. Robert Stanley 
Plummer, 59, of Otsego, was arrested in St. Michael - 
charge of 3rd degree DWI. Akelewene Abella, 30, of 
St. Cloud, was arrested in Clearwater - charge of 2nd 
degree DWI. Jeffrey Allen Quast, 42, of Clearwater, 
was arrested in Clearwater - charge of 2nd degree 
DWI. Karen Sue Butcher, 44, of Hutchinson, was 
arrested in Cokato - charge of driving after cancel-
lation inimical to public safety. Arthur Ryan Roberts, 
35, of Howard Lake, was arrested in Delano - charge 
of driving after cancellation inimical to public safety. 
Brittany Marie Tiffany, 32, of Monticello, was ar-
rested in Monticello - charge of 3rd degree DWI. 
Tyler Lee Schmidt, 30, of Montrose, was arrested 
in Delano - charge of 5th degree possession of con-
trolled substance & 2nd degree DWI & Hennepin Co. 
warrant - 2nd degree DWI.
There were 13 property damage accidents, 6 per-
sonal injury accidents, 1 hit & run accidents & 5 car 
deer accidents. 
There were 10 arrests - DWI, 7 underage consump-
tion arrests, 4 school bus stop arm violations & 130 
tickets - miscellaneous traffic violations reported this 
week.

Wright County Sheriff’s
Activity Report

Period Ending May 17, 2021
Call for Service Summary: Total Calls for Service 
for Week:  198; 2021 Calls for Service: 4,241; Traf-
fic Stops/Enforcement: 45; Citations: 11; Arrests: 10; 
Medical Emergency Calls: 3; Mental Health Holds: 3; 
Civil Mediation (Child Custody-Property): 6
BLPD Arrests: Anthony Cole – (Age 44 – Big Lake, 
MN) –  Felony 5th Degree Controlled substance; Ja-
varis Jackson – (Age 42 – Big Lake, MN) – Domes-
tic Assault; Brandon Cleveland – (Age 21 – Maple 
Grove, MN) – GM 3rd Degree 
DWI; Montana Larson – (Age 25 – 
Coon Rapids, MN) – Misdemeanor 
4th Degree DWI; Ryan Williams – 
(Age 23 – Ramsey, MN) – Misde-
meanor 4th Degree DWI; Bradley 
Schlegel – (Age 57 – Burnsville, 
MN) – Felony 5th Degree Con-
trolled Substance, DWI; Erin 
Ayotte – (Age 26 – Fridley, MN) 
– Misdemeanor 4th Degree DWI; 
Clay Haverkamp – (Age 49 – Elk 
River, MN) – GM 2nd Degree 
DWI; Kegan Frausto – (Age 25 
– Blaine, MN) – 3rd Degree DWI 
– Refusal; Steven Bitzer – Age 41 – 
Big Lake, MN) – Domestic Assault 
Sun., May 16, 2021: Lake St/Tarry Town - Felony 
Narcotic Arrest – Officer stopped vehicle as he new 
the driver to have a suspended license, could smell 
the odor of marijuana, vehicle searched, officer lo-
cated marijuana and methamphetamine, driver ar-
rested and transported to jail; 5100 blk Edinburgh 
Way - Domestic Assault - Officers dispatched to a 
domestic disturbance, on individual found to have 
been assaulted, suspect arrested and booked into jail 
for Domestic Assault; 100 blk Eagle Lake Rd - DWI - 
Driver reported to be impaired, found to be under the 
influence of alcohol, arrested and booked into jail, see 
bookings for charges; 100 blk Eagle Lake Rd - DWI - 
Driver stopped for a traffic violation and found to be 
under the influence of alcohol.  Arrested and booked 
into jail, see bookings for charges; 500 blk Humboldt 
Dr - Marijuana in a Vehicle - Officer stopped vehicle 
for a traffic violation, could smell burning marijuana, 
driver issued summons for Marijuana Possession.
Sat., May 15, 2021: CR 43/Glenwood Ave - Vehi-
cle Crash with Injuries. Party transported to hospital; 
Hwy 10/Fern St - DWI - Driver reported to be im-
paired, found to be under the influence of narcotics, 
arrested; Lake St/Monroe St - Felony Narcotic Ar-
rest – Driver stopped for traffic violation, officer saw 
drug paraphernalia in plain view, driver had signs of 
impairment, vehicle searched, officer located meth-
amphetamine, THC wax, marijuana, and drug par-
aphernalia. Driver arrested for DWI and narcotics; 
CR 17/Hwy 10 - DWI - Driver stopped for a traffic 
violation and found to be under the influence of al-
cohol.  Arrested and booked into jail, see bookings 

for charges.
Fri., May 14, 2021: Hwy 10/CR 50 - Revoked Driver 
- Driver stopped by officer for traffic violation, issued 
summons for Driving While Revoked; 1000 blk Kil-
birnie Rd - Disturbance - Officers dispatched mediate 
a verbal disturbance; CR 43/Park Ave - DWI - Driver 
reported to be impaired, found to be under the in-
fluence of alcohol, arrested and booked into jail, see 
bookings for charges; 200 blk Jefferson Blvd - DWI - 

Driver stopped for a traffic violation 
and found to be under the influence 
of alcohol.  Arrested and booked 
into jail, see bookings for charges; 
200 blk Jefferson Blvd - Revoked 
Driver - Driver stopped by officer 
for traffic violation, issued sum-
mons for Driving While Revoked.
Thurs., May 13, 2021: Hwy 10/
CR 81 - Revoked Driver - Driver 
stopped by officer for traffic viola-
tion, issued summons for Driving 
While Revoked; 3300 blk Lake 
View Ln - Vehicle Crash - Report 
of a vehicle crash with no injuries, 

report completed; 129 Henry Rd 
- Harassment - Officers investigated verbal harass-
ment between parties; 300 blk Fern St - Domestic 
Disturbance - Officers mediated a verbal domestic 
altercation; CR 11/Hwy 25 - Marijuana in a Vehicle 
- Officer stopped vehicle for a traffic violation, could 
smell burning marijuana, driver issued summons for 
Marijuana Possession; Eagle Lake Rd/Putnam Ave - 
Marijuana in a Vehicle - Officer stopped vehicle for 
a traffic violation, could smell burning marijuana, 
driver issued summons for Marijuana Possession.
Wed., May 12, 2021: 711 Rose Dr - Theft – Suspect 
located and detained, issued summons for Theft and 
issued Trespass Notice.
Tues., May 11, 2021: 5000 blk Edinburgh Way - 
Domestic Disturbance - Officers mediated a verbal 
domestic altercation; 129 Henry Rd - Disturbance 
- Officers dispatched mediate a verbal disturbance; 
100 blk Eagle Lake Rd - Vehicle Crash - Report of a 
vehicle crash with no injuries, report completed; 700 
blk Minnesota Ave - Fraud - Officers investigating 
fraud complaint; 700 blk Minnesota Ave - Juvenile 
Complaint - Report of a disorderly juvenile, medi-
ated by officers; 19800 blk Truman Dr - Domestic 
Disturbance - Officers mediated a verbal domestic 
altercation.
Mon., May 10, 2021: 1400 blk Powell St - Domestic 
Assault - Officers dispatched to a domestic distur-
bance, on individual found to have been assaulted, 
suspect arrested and booked into jail for Domestic 
Assault; 5000 blk Mitchell Rd - Fraud - Officers in-
vestigating fraud complaint.

Big Lake Police Department
Calls for Service – Jail Bookings

May 10, 2021 – May 16, 2021

The following individuals have been booked 
into the Sherburne County Jail for the alleged 
offense(s): Anthony Allen Cole, 44 of Big Lake, 
MN  55309 - FEL 5th degree-controlled substance 
& MSD paraphernalia. Mark Fielding Haake, 46 of 
Elk River, MN  55330 - MSD harassment restraining 
order violation. Javaris Earl Jackson, 42 of Big Lake, 
MN  55309 - GM domestic assault. Charles Donald 
Prom, 57 of Saint Cloud, MN  56304 - MSD domes-
tic assault. Bradley Scott Schlegel, 57 of Burnsville, 
MN  55337 - FEL 5th degree drugs, MSD 4th degree 
DWI, driving after suspension, possess small amount 
of marijuana & drug paraphernalia. Devell Karon 
Miller, Jr., 24 of Elk River, MN  55330 - GM crim-
inal damage to property & MSD 
domestic assault (2 counts). Jeffrey 
Joel Anderson, 36 of Elk River, 
MN  55330 - FEL 5th degree drug 
possession. Kelly Jean Prom, 53 of 
Saint Cloud, MN  56304 - MSD 
domestic assault. Christopher 
James Miller, 45 of Shoreview, 
MN  55126 - FEL 5th degree drugs, 
Ramsey Co. & Sherburne Co. war-
rants. Dion William Sonneman, 35 
of Zimmerman, MN  55398 - FEL 
2nd degree drug possession, MSD 
possession of 1.4g of marijuana in 
motor vehicle & Dept. of Correc-
tions warrant. Alexander James Martin, 21 of Zim-
merman, MN  55398 - MSD domestic assault. Steven 
Daniel Bitzer, 41 of Big Lake, MN  55309 - MSD 
domestic assault. Alex Nicholas Brown, 24 of Becker, 
MN  55308 - MSD domestic assault. Karter Layne 
Johnson, 32 of Northfield, MN  55057 - Sherburne 
Co. warrant. Anthony Steven Kalland, 41 of Prince-
ton, MN  55371 - Sherburne Co. & Washington Co. 
warrants. Brandon David Plante, 26 of Little Falls, 
MN  56345 - Sherburne Co. warrant. Rosheeda Iesha 
Credit, 29 of Minneapolis, MN  55411 - Sherburne 
Co. warrant. Aprilynn McClurg, 44 of Cottage Grove, 
MN  55016 - Sherburne Co. warrant. Rashone Dionte 
Thurman, 33 of Mapleton, MN  56065 - Dakota Co. 
warrant. Elijah Michael Mutchler, 26 of Zimmerman, 
MN  55398 - Pine Co. & Sherburne Co. warrants. 
Bridget Jaclyn-Kay Clermont, 22 of Ramsey, MN  
55303 - Sherburne Co., Washington Co. & State of 
Wisconsin warrants. Cassandra Lynn Austin, 27 of 
Zimmerman, MN  55398 - Isanti Co. & Sherburne 
Co. warrants. Ryenn Lee Roberts, 25 of Minneapolis, 
MN  55405 - Sherburne Co. warrants. Timothy James 
Strehlow, 30 of St. Francis, MN  55070 -Sherburne 
Co. warrant.
Citations Issued: 2 smoking, chewing tobacco, or 
e-cigarettes prohibited in public or charter school, 

1 drugs - possession of drug paraphernalia - use or 
possession prohibited, 2 motor vehicle registration - 
operate vehicle with expired registration, 20 traffic 
- speeding - exceed limit, 1 traffic regulation - failure 
to drive in single lane, 1 traffic regulation - driver 
approaching intersection fails to yield right of way, 1 
traffic regulation - driver must carry proof of insur-
ance when operating vehicle, 1 traffic regulation-un-
insured vehicle-driver violation, 1 traffic-driver’s 
license-driving after suspension, 1 traffic-driver’s 
license-driving after revocation, 1 BA:  running at 
large, 2 domestic assault-misdemeanor-commits act 
to cause fear of immediate bodily harm or death. 
Total: 34

Calls for Service: 3 theft, 2 DWI, 6 
disturbing the peace, 9 harassment, 
2 obscenity, 1 property damage, 4 
crimes against administration of 
justice, 4 fraud complaint, 2 ani-
mal lost, 2 missing person, 1 an-
imal found, 2 abandoned vehicle, 
3 accident – mv personal injury, 8 
accident – mv property damage, 5 
accident – vehicle v. animal, 4 ani-
mal complaint, 6 dog complaint, 1 
dog bite, 1 animal bite, 1 fire – ve-
hicle, 6 fire – grass, 1 alarm – fire, 
3 death, 28 medical, 8 mental case, 
1 alarm – medical, 2 miscellaneous 

public, 4 domestic, 6 public assist, 28 agency assist, 
9 alarm – security, 13 civil complaint, 143 officer-ini-
tiated traffic stop, 11 traffic complaint, 1 garbage/lit-
tering, 2 suspicious person, 6 suspicious vehicle, 9 
juvenile complaint, 1 attempt to locate, 31 security 
check, 14 extra patrol, 2 loud music complaint, 13 
check the welfare, 2 burning complaint, 2 ATV com-
plaint, 3 shooting complaint, 1 repossession, 1 fire-
works complaint, 1 parking complaint, 2 jail medical, 
24 paper service, 9 suspicious activity, 1 hazardous 
road conditions, 1 hazardous materials, 23 miscella-
neous officer, 13 background check, 5 warrant arrest, 
1 funeral escort, 31 transport, 5 911 hang up,  5 court 
book & release, 1 follow up, 3 public lift assist, 7 
vehicle lockout, 4 vehicle off road. Total: 554
Apr. 30th: Travis Kunshier reported the theft of a 
Teske trailer from a residence on 100th St NW in 
Livonia Twp.  Trailer has a black base & is 8’ x 4’ 
with plywood sides & the “Teske” logo.  Value of the 
trailer is $800.
May 8th: Christopher Klein reported the theft of a 
trail camera from a property on 211th Ave NW in Big 
Lake Twp.  Camera is a camo Campark Trail & esti-
mated to be $70.  
     

Sherburne County Sheriff’s
Activity Report

Week of 05/10/2021 - 05/16/2021

10-May: 1 medical alarm, 1 speed warning, 1 agen-
cy-assist, 1 medical, 1 extra patrol, 2 fraud complaint, 
1 cross arm malfunction, 1 vehicle lockout, 1 traffic 
complaint, 1 accident, 1 Possession of small amount 
of marijuana / 5th degree domestic assault
11-May: 1 miscellaneous public, 1 fire alarm, 1 
found animal / dog at large Admin 
Citation #2355, 1 parking complaint, 
1 speed warning, 1 vehicle lockout, 1 
agency-assist, 1 disturbance, 1 mental 
health, 1 agency-assist
12-May: 1 repossession info, 1 extra 
patrol, 1 hands free violation Citation 
#179, 1 equipment / fail to display 
registration warnings, 1 medical, 1 
speed warning, 1 warrant arrest / No 
MN Drivers License Citation #180, 1 
driving after revocation Citation #181, 
1 driving conduct warning, 1 burning 
complaint, 1 driving after revocation 
Citation #182, 1 driving after revoca-
tion Citation #183, 1 driving conduct / fail to display 
registration warning
13-May: 2 security check, 2 equipment warning, 1 
speed warning, 1 found property, 1 juvenile concern, 
1 stop sign warning, 1 agency-assist, 1 suspended ob-
ject warning, 1 extra patrol, 1 following too closely 

warning, 1 suspicious vehicle, 1 5th degree-con-
trolled substance / driving after revocation & posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia Citation #184
14-May: 4 speed warning, 1 speed Citation #185, 1 
speed Citation #186, 1 speed Citation #187, 1 mis-
cellaneous public, 1 found animal, 1 warrant arrest, 

3 agency-assist, 1 Dog at large / 
Admin Citation #3546, 1 civil, 1 
speed / Possession of drug par-
aphernalia / Possession of Mar-
ijuana Citation #188, 1 driving 
conduct warning
15-May: 4 speed warning, 2 wel-
fare check, 1 security check, 1 
speed warning / failure to stop at 
stop sign Citation #189, 1 no seat-
belt warning, 1 equipment warn-
ing, 1 speed Citation #190, 1 speed 
Citation #191, 1 medical alarm, 1 
speed Citation #192, 1 medical, 
1 suspicious person, 1 turn signal 

warning, 1 driving conduct / expired tabs warning
16-May: 1 agency-assist, 1 assault, 1 driving con-
duct warning, 1 speed Citation #193, 1 speed Citation 
#194, 1 fail to display registration / no proof of insur-
ance warnings, 1 speed warning, 1 medical, 1 public 
assist, 1 dog complaint

Becker Police Department
Activity Report

Week of May 10th – May 16th
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