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(Editor’s Note: The fol-
lowing article was submit-
ted by Minnesota DNR.)

Take a Kid Ice Fishing 
Weekend is this Saturday, 
Jan. 15, through Monday, 
Jan. 17.

During the weekend, 
Minnesota residents can go 
ice fishing for free if they 
are fishing with a child 15 
years old or younger. Min-
nesotans 15 years old or 
younger don’t need fishing 
licenses any time of the 
year.

“Ice fishing is lots of 
fun for kids and adults 
alike. There’s nothing quite 
like making your way onto 
a frozen lake, drilling a hole 
through the ice and catch-
ing fish,” said Benji Kohn, 
volunteer mentor program 
coordinator with the Min-
nesota Department of Nat-
ural Resources. 

“If you’re interested 
in giving ice fishing a try, 
learning the basics is really 
doable. We have helpful in-
formation on our website to 
get you started.”

Check the DNR’s learn 
to ice fish page (dnr.state.
mn.us/gofishing/learn-ice-
fish) for more information 
about ice fishing.

Additionally, anyone 
interested in learning about 
ice fishing for panfish is 
invited to a free DNR we-
binar on Wednesday, Jan. 
12, at noon. Scott Macken-
thun, a DNR area fisheries 
supervisor, will discuss tips 
and techniques anglers can 
use to have fun catching 
sunfish, crappie and perch. 
Registration is required. 
More information, includ-
ing how to register, is avail-
able on the DNR outdoor 
skills and stewardship page 
(dnr.state.mn.us/fishwild-
life/outreach.)

Ice conditions vary 
and there is no such thing 
as 100% safe ice. Always 
check local ice conditions 
before heading out 
to a lake or river. 
Visit the DNR 
ice safety page 
(mndnr.gov/ic-
esafety) for ice 
safety guide-
lines.
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Deadlines
NEWS DEADLINES

With the newspaper wrap up 
occurring Wednesday evening, all 
news items submitted to run that 
Saturday must reach our office by 

Wednesday morning by 11 a.m.

SPORTS DEADLINES
Coaches and assistants are 

expected to contact our sports 
writers by Wednesday morning, 
11 a.m. at the latest to have their 

information included in that 
week’s publication.

CLASSIFIEDS DEADLINES
Information for classifieds need to 
be submitted to our staff by noon 
Wednesday to be included in that 

week’s publication of the PATRIOT.
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We are now 
in Palmer!

PEBBLE CREEK recently 
installed indoor golf simulator 
screens at the clubhouse and 
Thursday, they held a ribbon-cut-
ting event to announce the proj-
ect to the public. See Katie’s City 
Council story on page 2 for more 
information. (Submitted Image)
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•  C o b o r n ’s
•  R u n n i n g s

Inside
CLEARWATER

Clearwater Fire Chief Ryan 
Pridgeon recently retired from 

his job at the fire station after 26 
years. See the story on page 2.

MN DNR
The MN DNR has some sugges-
tions on how homeowners can 

protect trees and shrubs from the 
damage deer make. See the story 

on page 3. 

PALMER
The Palmer Twp. Board met 

Monday and they heard an update 
on the 2021 BLCA water testing 

program from Walt Munsterman. 
See the story on page 2.
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Minnesotans fish free 
with kids Jan. 15-17

REEL BIG FISH. Rosie 
Schuldt was pleased to reel 
in a crappie at Elk Lake last 
weekend. Rosie stayed up 
into the wee hours of the 
morning enjoying their 
new Ice Castle Fish House 
near Palmer. (Submitted 
photo.)

By Mark Kolbinger,
Contributing Writer

The United States is facing 
a blood shortage of epic propor-
tions, as the demand for the life 
saving product is dangerously 
close to exceeding donations.  
As a result, the Clear Lake Lions 
Club stepped forward and this 
year will host four blood drives 
instead of its usual two.

Monday evening at St. Mar-
cus Catholic Church in Clear 
Lake, the club held its first event 
of the year, where about 40 units 
of blood were collected from area 
donors.

“We were asked to host four 
drives this year so we decided to 

try it and see how it goes,” says 
Lions club member Judy 
Warren, who helps in co-
ordinating the events. 
“St. Marcus has been 
very generous in al-
lowing us to use 
their facility.”

For many 
years it was 
the Clear 
Lake Li-
oness Club 
that hosted 
the blood 
drive, but that 
club recently 
merged with 
the Lions. Warren 
has been involved for 
several years and says that the 

technology used by the Red Cross 
has made hosting the drives much 
easier.

“People can go online and 
pre-register their appointments 

so it is easier to fill the spots,” 
Warren says. “I didn’t have 

to make a phone call [to 
potential donors] until 
the night before and that 
was because we had 
two cancellations.”

The Lions’ next 
blood drive is sched-
uled for May 16.

Historic Shortage
Hospitals across the 

region are currently ex-
periencing a blood shortage 

that is causing elective surgeries 
to be postponed, according to Car-

rie Carlson-Guest, the Regional 
Communications Director for the 
Red Cross in Minnesota and the 
Dakotas.

“We normally have a three 
to five day supply of blood and 
products on the shelf, and right 
now we have less than one day’s 
worth,” Carlson-Guest says.  
“I’ve been with the Red Cross for 
twenty years and I’ve never seen 
it like this.”

The COVID-19 pandemic is 
certainly causing challenges for 
the Red Cross, as donations are 
down and many drives are being 
postponed or canceled. Many 
drives that were historically held 
at schools, colleges and busi-

Clear Lake Lions respond 
to blood donation crisis

BLOOD to page 3

Hayen resigns
By Katherine Cantin,
Staff Writer
Reporter.Katie@PatriotNewsMN.
com

At  Wednesday 
night’s council meeting, 
the Big Lake City Coun-
cil accepted Police Chief 
Matt Hayen’s resignation. 
The resignation, sub-
mitted earlier this week, 
followed a long investi-
gation of the chief after 
a complaint was filed 
against him. The nature 
of this complaint is still 
unknown to the public. 

The acceptance of 
Hayen’s resignation was 
to be a part of the consent 

agenda, items that are 
not discussed during the 

BIG LAKE POLICE CHIEF MATT 
HAYEN resigned his position with 
the police department earlier this 
week. (Patriot Archive Photo)

HAYEN to page 4
ST. CLOUD MAYOR DAVE KLEIS (L) hands keys to Board Chair Brian Myres. See the story on page 4.(Submitted Photo).

FAA approves St. Cloud Airport’s transfer 
to new regional airport authority
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ATTORNEYS AT LAW

763-262-2889
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• Family Law
• Real Estate
• Business Planning
• Business Litigation
• Wills & Trusts
• Estate Planning
• Guardianships

101 Jefferson Blvd.
Big Lake

BUSINESS & PROFESSIONAL SERVICES  DIRECTORY

935 Clearwater Professional Building
(320) 558-2201

Tues: 9-5 • Wed: 8:30 - 4:30 • Fri: 8:30 - 2
ALSO: 1500 Northway Drive, St. Cloud

Member of American 
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Jeff Flemming, DDS
Brent Deragisch, DDS

DentalAttorneys
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community since 1933

250 East Broadway
Monticello, MN 55362

763-295-2918
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Funeral

Try our fast & accurate tax service. We help you 
find every available deduction. Small business & 
farms welcome! Over 35 years at this location. 

CLEARWATER TAX 
& ACCOUNTING SERVICE LLC

935 Clearwater Center (next to The Kettle) • (320)558-6800
www.ClearwaterTax.net
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Area News
By Penny Leuthard,
Contributing Writer

For over 25 years, 
Clearwater Fire Chief Ryan 
Pridgeon has responded to 
fire calls.

He finally decided to 
hang up his helmet a couple 
of weeks ago, on December 
31.

Around 1995 Pridgeon 
had moved to Oak Grove 
in Anoka Co. He saw a 
sign advertising the need 
for daytime firefighters and 
decided to apply. He was 
hired, and the next day he 
started Firefighter 1 classes. 

“I always wanted to do 
something for the commu-
nity,” he said. 

Living only a mile 
from the fire station, he 
was the first guy to respond 
to calls for years. Although 
Oak Grove was more of a 
rural city, the department 
still responded to an aver-
age of 250 calls a year and 
mutual aid in multiple other 
districts. 

After 10 years in Oak 
Grove and once being 
named ‘Firefighter of the 
Year,” Pridgeon and his 
family moved to the Clear-
water area in 2005 after his 
wife Lisa found the house 
of her dreams. 

One of the first things 
he did after the move was 
to speak with the Clear-

water fire chief. He inter-
viewed, met the officers, 
and was given his firefight-
ing equipment right away. 

“I was a ‘freebie,’” 
said Pridgeon. “I didn’t 
have to be trained and I 
got used equipment.” (Be-
sides equipping a new fire 
department, training is a 
fire department’s biggest 
expense.)

At the time fire de-
partments were paying for 
their firefighters’ training. 

Today the state either cov-
ers the cost or reimburses 
the amount spent. 

“We take full advan-
tage of all the training 
available,” said Pridgeon. 
“It’s been a real boon to 
the department. When I get 
training notices I let every-
one know about the oppor-
tunity. If it’s close by I’ll 
send up to five firefighters.”

At the time he joined 
the Clearwater Fire Depart-
ment, half of the firefighters 

were new to firefighting, so 
Pridgeon’s previous experi-
ence was a huge asset. At 
times he and the fire chief 
were the only experienced 
firefighters at a scene.

When the department 
created four new lieutenant 
positions, Pridgeon inter-
viewed and was chosen to 
fill one of the spots. Later 
one of the captains stepped 
down and he was asked to 
be an officer. 

When the fire chief’s 

position opened up there 
was a lot of pressure for 
Pridgeon to take it. How-
ever, at the time he had 
been a member of the fire 
department community for 
20 years and had already 
announced that he was 
going to retire.

“I ended up taking it 
anyway and said I’d be 
done in five years,” said 
Pridgeon, laughing. “This 
is the sixth year. Nothing 
went according to plan.”

He accomplished a lot 
during his time with the de-
partment, but he found the 
best part of it all was being 
able to make an impact. 
Among other things, his ac-
complishments as fire chief 
included getting the fire-
fighters’ pay increased and 
getting the department’s 
ATV and trailer replaced. 
And probably the biggest – 
replacing Engine 12, which 
took two years of research. 

“We saw what we liked 
at a chief’s conference and 
then worked with a manu-
facturer to get it specified 
to what we were looking 
for,” said Pridgeon. “The 
manufacturer was just get-
ting started in firefighting 
so they gave us a deal on 
the price, which ended up 
around half the price of 
what it normally would be.”

For him, one of the 
hardest things to being fire 

chief was sending his fire-
fighters into dangerous sit-
uations.

“I was responsible for 
them,” he said.

Like most, he found 
one of the hardest parts of 
just being a firefighter was 
losing time with his family. 
He’d get called out while at 
restaurants, during kids’ ac-
tivities, birthdays, and holi-
days. He also had a number 
of close calls, including 
falling down stairs, through 
a roof, and through a floor. 
His lungs were damaged 
while fighting a wildfire 
and he broke bones in his 
hand. 

“It’s still the greatest 
job I ever had,” he said. “I 
worked with a great group 
of guys. I’ll be worried 
about them when I hear si-
rens.”

Although retiring from 
the fire department, Prid-
geon will still have his day 
job for a few more years. 
He’s hoping to get to his 
cabin more often and to 
spend more time with his 
kids and grandkids. His 
wife is looking forward to 
uninterrupted dinners and 
sleeping through the night. 

“It’s been a long ca-
reer, and it’s time for some-
one else to take over,” he 
said.

CLEARWATER FIRE CHIEF Ryan Pridgeon retired from the fire department at the end of 2021. (Photo by Penny 
Leuthard.)

Clearwater Fire Chief Ryan Pridgeon retires

By Mark Kolbinger,
Contributing Writer

The Palmer Twp. board 
met Monday evening and 
heard several reports related 
to area lakes, including a 
presentation by Walt Mun-
sterman that highlighted the 
Briggs Lake Chain Associa-
tion’s water testing program 
covering area lakes.

Volunteers take readings 
of the area lakes throughout 
the summer, as measure-
ments recorded include Total 
Phosphorous, Chlorophyll a 
and water clarity. Next year, 
Munsterman said his group 
is considering also testing for 
Blue-green algae, a toxic sub-
stance that can be fatal to pets.

His report indicated con-
tinued progress, albeit slow, 
in improving the water qual-
ity on the lakes.  

“We must remember 
that it has taken many years 
for the lakes to deteriorate to 
the point of being placed on 
the impaired waters list and 
it will take many years to get 
it off the list,” Munsterman’s 
written report indicated.

One of the reasons 
touted for the improvements 
in water quality is the amount 
of shoreline restoration hap-
pening around the lakes, 
while this year’s extremely 
low water levels did contrib-
ute to what is hoped to be a 
temporary increase in the 
Total Phosphorous readings 

on all the lakes.
According to Munster-

man, there was little “flow 
through” of the water in the 
lakes this year because of the 
drought. This means that it 
took much longer than usual 
to change over the water lo-
cated in each lake. 

For example, in a nor-
mal year, the water in Big 
Elk Lake is turned over every 
seven days, but because of a 
lack of water flowing through 
the river and creeks this year, 
the water in the lake stayed 
stagnant much longer.

The presen-
tation included 
historical data re-
garding the lakes, 
as well as a very 
detailed analysis 
of the readings 
from the past 
summer. Muns-
terman asserted 
that what the test-
ing proved this 
year was that the 
Phosphorous lev-
els increased not 
from farmland 
runoff, as many 
may have as-
sumed in the past, 
but because of the 
human activity 
around the lakes.  
H o m e o w n e r 

fertilizer applica-
tions, as well as 
deep wake boats 
churning up the 
bottom of the lake 

bed could both be culprits in 
the increased Phosphorous 
levels.

“It came from us, the 
residents,” Munsterman said. 
“The TLID is closely watch-
ing the research on wake 
boats as well to see what ef-
fect they might have on our 
lakes.”

The issue with excess 
Phosphorous in lakes is that 
it increases the algae bloom, 
thus negatively affecting 
water clarity and leading to 
increased levels of Chloro-

phyll a.
Munsterman ended his 

presentation by giving an up-
date on invasive plant species 
monitoring on the lakes and 
by joking that beaver activ-
ity on Lily Creek could also 
have an effect on water levels 
in the future, as the busy crit-
ters are establishing at least 
two dams.

The board thanked Walt 
and the rest of the volunteers 
for their efforts.

Ice Day
Several representatives 

of Ice Day were present to 
discuss parking options and 
logistics for the popular event 
scheduled for February 12 on 
Lake Julia.

One major concern is the 
amount of traffic generated 
by the event and how to dis-
courage attendees from park-
ing on the ice.

On the roads around the 
lakes, the township has very 
little right of way and so sev-
eral landowners will be con-
tacted about allowing parking 
adjacent to the roads on pri-
vate property.

In addition, parking 
along 115th was discussed, 
as a possible solution might 
be to have flag bearers at each 
end of the stretch of roadway 
to turn it into a one lane road 
for the hours of the event. 
This would allow for park-
ing on one side of the road 
and traffic safety would be 
handled similar to a road con-

struction zone.
The possibility of pro-

viding a shuttle from the 
Town Hall parking lot was 
also discussed and may be 
explored.

The goal of the Ice Day 
committee is to make it a 
sustainable event for years to 
come, as well as to continue 
its current focus on safety and 
cleanliness.

In Other Business, 
the Board:
• Heard a report from 

Commander Bob Stangler of 
the SCSO, noting 72 calls for 
service in December, includ-
ing five medicals and several 
snowmobile complaints;

• Updated the public on 
salting and sanding efforts 
to be made with the warmer 
weather forecast for this 
week;

• Heard a report from 
CLFD Captain Ryan Peter-
son, who noted six medical 
calls and three mutual aid 
fires from the last period.  
Peterson also asked for and 
received permission to create 
a helicopter landing zone for 
potential medical evacuations 
on a vacant lot near the Town 
Hall, as this would be safer 
than having to close a road-
way in the event of a major 
medical situation;

• Reported that the 
snow plow policy will be re-
viewed in February and the 
Palmer Park ski trails will be 
groomed soon;

• Received a quote for 
some new playground spring 
toys and will work with the 
Clear Lake Lions on a possi-
ble purchase and installation 
at Palmer Park;

• Heard a report from 
Supervisor Steve Demeules 
about ongoing work being 
done on the possible acqui-
sition of the 40 acre parcel 
known as the “Wipper Pit.”  
Demeules reported that he is 
working to coordinate an ap-
praisal of the land, and after 
that and other information is 
gathered, an open house will 
be scheduled for the future to 
gather resident input into the 
possible land purchase;

• Decided to seek RFPs 
for maintenance for the 
back-up generator at the 
Town Hall;

• Approved Sherburne 
SWCD to hold multi-jurisdic-
tional Watershed meetings at 
the Town Hall;

• Discussed revisions to 
the “High Water” ordinance, 
provisions for enforcement 
and a plan to discuss and 
adopt the new language at the 
February meeting. The new 
language will cover Rush 
Lake, Briggs Lake, and Lake 
Julia.

WALT MUNSTERMAN presented a plethora of 
data regarding the water quality on area lakes during 
Monday’s Palmer Township meeting. (Photo by Mark 
Kolbinger.)

Palmer Twp. hears update on BLCA water testing program

By Katherine Cantin,
Staff Writer
Reporter.Katie@PatriotNewsMN.com

The Becker City Coun-
cil meeting for Jan. 4 was 
brief and uneventful – with 
a lack of agenda items, the 
meeting clocked in at just 
over five minutes long. 

Golf Committee
The golf committee 

repor ted 
cont inu -
ing to 
work on 
the event 
space for 
P e b b l e 
Creek. 

“ A l l 
the ugly 
golden oak is gone,” Coun-
cil Member  Becky Olm-
scheid was happy to report. 

She went on to say the 
official ribbon cutting cer-
emony for the golf simula-
tors would be Thurs., Jan. 
13 from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
(Story on this event to ap-
pear in an upcoming edition 
of the Patriot.) Patrons can 
visit PebbleCreekGolf.com/
simulators-at-pebble-creek 

to book a tee time. Time 
slots are available for times 
between one to four hours 
at a rate of $40 per hour of 
game time. 

In Other Business, 
the Council:
• Recently held a 

stakeholder meeting with 
GovHR;

• Reviewed committee 
assignments for the new 

year;
• Called for a public 

hearing for January 31 at 
6 p.m. regarding the city’s 
driveway ordinance.

Pebble Creek golf 
simulators open 
for business
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Area Chamber News
Membership Meeting

Jan. 19 - Noon
Location TBD

Business Expo/Craft Fair
Feb. 26 - 10 am - 2 pm

Becker Field House

Membership Meeting
Jan. 18 - 11:30 am

Lord of Glory Lutheran Church

Business After Hours
Jan. 20 - 5 pm

McPete’s Sports Bar & Lanes

Amity Felton
763-262-2420

Chamber@BeckerChamber.org

Gloria Vande Brake
763-263-7800

Info@BigLakeChamber.com

Glenna Soenneker
320-267-4361

GSoenneker@GMail.com

Clearwater Legion
February 6, 8:30 am-noon

Breakfast

Clearwater Library
Jan. 22 

The Art of Quilling

If you would like more information on any of these events or if you would like 
to become a member of these organizations please reach out to them:

EVERYDAY PEOPLE.
EXCEPTIONAL RESULTS.

www.HallerRealtyHomes.com
Becker Office

12908 1st Street
763-207-6683

Sauk Rapids Office
1310 2nd Street N

320-255-1911

1+ ACRE COMMERCIAL LOT

$79,900
• Prime lot w/ great visibility on Hwy 10
• Perfect spot for retail, restaurant, car business, or office building
• Growing business district w/ future housing development nearby
• 18K+ traffic counts

Real Estate

413 S Rum River Dr. Princeton

Office-763-389-2323

Clear Lake-5Br/3BA home with over 4000sqft, sitting
on a 7acre park like setting with an easy commute

to town or the hwy. Call our office for your tour
today!

Shaylene Otteson
612-490-7362

Rebecca Cartwright
763-482-2400

AAff tteerr   oouurr  uunntthh iinnkkaabbllee   ttrr aaggeeddyy  lloossiinngg  oouurr  hhoommee  ttoo  aa   hhoouussee
ff ii rr ee,,   tthhee  llooccaall   ccoommmmuunnii tt yy   hhaass  ff ii ll lleedd  uuss   wwii tthh  ggeenneerroossii ttyy   &&

lloovvee ..  FFrr iieennddss,,   ff aammii ll yy   &&  ss ttrr aannggeerr ss  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  ssoo  ggeenneerroouuss  aass
II   eemmbbaarr kk  oonn  tthh iiss   ggiiggaanntt ii cc   ttaasskk   ooff   rr eebbuuii llddiinngg   oouurr  ll ii vveess..

TThhaannkk  yyoouu  ttoo  CC lleeaarrwwaatteerr  &&   AAnnnnaannddaallee   FF ii rr ee  DDeepptt ,,   NNoovv aa  CCaarr ee
&&  RR iivveerr ss iiddee  NNuutt rr ii tt iioonn  ((CClleeaarrwwaatteerr )),,   JJeennnnaa  WWii tthheerrbbeeee  ffaammii llyy,,
KKee ll ll yy  aanndd   MMaavveerr iicckk  WWoollkkee  ff aammii llyy,,   SScchhuulleerr   SShhooeess   ((SStt ..   CC lloouudd)),,
CCaarr tteerr ss  ((SStt..   MMiicchhaaeell )) ,,   AAnnnnaannddaa llee  SScchhoooo llss,,   BB iigg  LLaakkee   PPooll ii ccee
DDeepptt   &&   mmaannyy   ootthheerr ss..  II   hhaavvee   aa   lloonngg   rrooaadd   aahheeaadd  oo ff   mmee..  II   aamm

ssoo  ggrr aa ttee ffuu ll ..   YYoouurr  ggeenneerroossii tt yy   hhaass  aa ll lloowweedd   mmee  ttoo  ffooccuuss  oonn  tthhee
lloovvee   II   hhaavvee  ffoorr  mmyy  kk iiddss   &&  ppuusshh  ffoo rrwwaarrdd  ttoo   ppeerr sseevveerr ee..   II ff   yyoouu

wwoouulldd   ll ii kkee   ttoo   ssuuppppoorr tt   MMaaggggiiee   &&  hheerr  ff aammii llyy,,   vv iiss ii tt
GGoo ffuunnddmmee..ccoomm  aanndd  sseeaarr cchh  ““RReebbuuii lldd iinngg  aa   hhoommee  ffoo rr  MMaaggggiiee””

TThhaannkk  YYoouu

GGoodd  BBlleessss  yyoouu  aallll..  MMaaggggiiee  SSiimmppssoonn

Area News

Would you like 
to honor your 

parents or 
grandparents 

Military Service?

Looking for new members! 
Come see what we’re doing! Sons of the American 

Legion meeting TUes., Jan 18th, 7pm 
12155 Hancock Street, Becker

Get ready for your spring build. Eight river 
lots left to choose from. Covenants in place to 

protect your investment. No association Fee! Bring 
your own builder. Call for more information or go 
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Submitted article

(Editor’s Note: The fol-
lowing article was submitted 
by Catholic Charities of the 
Diocese of St. Cloud.)

January is the 20th anni-
versary of National Mentor 
month and it is a good time 
for individuals to reflect on 
how they have been men-
tored. It is a time to reach out 
to mentors and influencers. It 
may be surprising that they 
had no idea they did anything 
special and made such a dif-
ference.

One of the questions 
asked of potential Foster 
Grandparents is “who has 
influenced you in your life?” 
Most people are surprised at 
this question, it is not some-
thing that they have given 
much thought. Some people 
are able to answer quickly 
and others ponder the ques-
tion. The answers are varied 
and interesting. One common 
theme is they have had an 
older caring adult, who has 
been in their life. This could 
be a parent, grandparent, rel-
ative, neighbor, teacher or 
co-worker. As they reflect 
on their answers many wish 
they had told that person how 
much they have meant to 
them. 

There are many pro-
grams individuals can join 
as part of the journey, one of 
which is the Foster Grandpar-
ent Program. In Central MN, 
nearly 200 Foster Grandpar-
ent volunteers are a part of 
this effort, serving in schools, 
Head Starts and other local 
non-profits. The volunteers 
of the Central Minnesota 
Foster Grandparent Program 
provide meaningful, support-
ive relationships for children 
with special needs who en-
rich the lives of all involved. 

Everyone needs someone 
who believes in them and to 
encourage them and to build 
positive relationships.

About Foster 
Grandparents
Foster Grandparents 

spend 8-40 hours per week 
helping children in schools, 
early education programs, 
residential facilities and other 
nonprofit agencies. Through 
their service, the Foster 
Grandparent create relation-
ships and become role models 
for children who need such 
constructive relationships the 
most.

AmeriCorps Seniors, 
which is under the direction 
of AmeriCorps, consists of 
Foster Grandparent Program, 
the Senior Companion Pro-
gram and the Retired and 
Senior Volunteer Program. 
The Central Minnesota Fos-
ter Grandparent Program is 
sponsored by Catholic Char-
ities of the Diocese of St. 
Cloud.

For more information 
on the Foster Grandpar-
ent Program contact Pat 
Braun at 612-390-0617 or  
Pat.Nraun@CCStCloud.org

Become a foster 
grandparent during 
Mentor Month!

Submitted Article

(Editor’s Note: The fol-
lowing article was procured 
from the MnDNR website).

In winter, property 
owners sometimes begin 
to notice broken branches 
or branches missing on 
tree and shrubs. This dam-
age often is a result of deer 
browsing and the Minnesota 
Dept. of Natural Resources 
has tips to prevent it.

“Hungry deer will eat 
plants they can access and 
that can cause trees and 
shrubs to become quite rag-
ged or in some cases even 
die,” said Eric Nelson, DNR 
wildlife animal damage pro-
gram supervisor. 

“Try a few of these 
tips before deer become a 
problem—but make sure to 
first check local ordinances, 
which may impact some of 
these practices.”

Eliminate 
Food Sources
To start, try removing 

food sources or blocking 

deer from them. Tempo-
rarily stop feeding seed or 
grain to birds, and clean-up 
spilled seed. Switch to feed-
ing only suet during this 
time.

Cover bushes and 
low woody plants near the 
house with burlap, plas-
tic snow fence, netting or 
heavyweight frost protec-
tion blankets made of 2.5- 
to four-ounce fabric and 
shake off snow before it gets 
heavy enough to damage 
covered plants. Do not use 
tarps or clear plastic because 
they may make some plants 
more susceptible to sunscald 
and fungus. Shake the snow 
off the covering to prevent 
breaking of branches from a 
heavy snow load. 

To protect young trees, 
cover the lower areas with 
tree tubes, wrap or bud caps. 
Remove tree tubes or wrap 
in the spring to prevent un-
wanted pests and disease.

To protect older trees, 
create a cage that is six 
inches away from the trunk 

using at least six-foot high 
woven or welded wire cages 
around the tree or shrub six 
inches or more away to stop 
deer from accessing the tip 
of the branches. Adjust the 
cage as the tree grows.

If the space between 
the wires is larger than six 
inches by six inches deer 
will be able to reach in with 
their slender mouths, so add 
at least eight inches of addi-
tional space from the tip of 
the branches if the cage has 
a grid larger than six by six. 
In some cases deer can push 
on the cages, so cages may 
need to be staked down with 
metal or wood stakes.

Consider planting trees 
and shrubs that are less 
palatable to deer such as 
nannyberry, ironwood and 
white spruce. Additional 
ideas are available from the 
University of Minnesota 
Extension.

Tactics to Deter Deer
Deer deterrents can 

work but be aware that deer 
become desensitized to dis-

Steps to protect trees and shrubs from deer

nesses are no longer hap-
pening, and at the ones that 
are held, extensive cleaning 
protocols and other safety 
enhancements have slowed 
down the process and resulted 
in fewer units being collected.

The solution is that so-
ciety needs more citizens 
willing to step up and donate 
blood or plasma.

“We like to remind peo-
ple that even if you were de-
ferred from donating in the 
past, it is a good idea to check 
again because the guidelines 
change quite often,” Carl-
son-Guest says, noting that 
some people have avoided 
the drives due to concerns 
about COVID-19.  “Vacci-
nated people can still donate 
and there is a vast list of safety 
protocols we are following to 
keep people safe... it’s safe to 
come and donate blood.”

January has been des-
ignated as National Blood 
Donor Month and to go along 
with the promotion, the Red 
Cross is offering donors the 
chance to win several prizes, 
including an all expense paid 
trip to the Super Bowl. It’s the 
intrinsic rewards, however, 
that bring the vast majority of 
people to donate at the blood 
drives. Blood and the prod-
ucts produced from the blood 
are not only used in surgeries, 
but also used in treating peo-
ple with cancer and a variety 
of other diseases.

Carlson-Guest also notes 
that the Red Cross has made 
it easier than ever to find a 
blood drive or schedule an ap-
pointment.  Potential donors 
can visit the website Red-
CrossBlood.org or they can 
download the Red Cross app, 
both of which allow searches 
for appointments based on 
dates and locations. There 
is also the chance to use a 
RapidPass, which cuts down 
on the time a person will be 
at the donation event by al-
lowing them to answer many 

questions ahead of time.
Another unique and ful-

filling part of using the app 
to schedule an appointment 
is that after a donation, the 
donor can track the journey 
of their blood, from testing to 
storage and ultimately where 
the blood is sent and used.

“For some people, that 
kind of closes the loop and 
they can see where their do-
nation has helped another 
person,” Carlson-Guest notes.

For some people, do-
nating blood is not possible 
due to medical reasons, but 
there are still opportunities to 
volunteer as a Blood Donor 
Ambassador. Volunteers are 
always welcomed and pro-
vide an important service so 
the phlebotomists and other 
Red Cross staff can focus on 
the donation part of the expe-
rience, rather than having to 
check people in or observe 
them in the canteen after the 
donation.

“The Red Cross takes 
care of about forty percent of 
the blood needed nationally,” 
Carlson-Guest says.  “There 
are over one hundred hospi-
tals in our region alone that 
count on us for their blood... 
we need everyone who is 
able to do so to consider do-
nating, now or in the future. 
The need for blood is constant 
and never goes away.”

BLOOD from page 1

BLOOD DONOR AMBASSADORS. Clear Lake Lions Club members Judy Warren 
(seated on left), Bev Edling and Sue Severson (standing) provided the volunteer 
firepower for Monday’s Red Cross Blood Drive, held at St. Marcus Catholic Church 
in Clear Lake. (Photo by Mark Kolbinger.)
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GOLD MINE?GOLD MINE?
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with full-service 
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Keller Lake Commons in Big Lake, now an Assisted Living Community 
offering full apartments ranging from 644 to 956 square feet. Cable is 

included in rents for private pay and GRH renters. Accepting EW and CADI. 
For more information please contact Nicole Gilder, Housing Director at 

763-263-2363 or check us out online at www.kellerlakecommons.com

turbances, so property own-
ers may need to vary tactics.

Deterrents include; mo-
tion-activated floodlights to 
startle nocturnal deer in rural 
areas; however, deer may be 
accustomed to these types of 
lights in urban areas. Other 
deterrents include wind 
chimes, wind socks, shiny 
polyester tape, flagging, 
scarecrows, or ornaments 
that create both motion and 
noise to startle deer. Keep-
ing a leashed dog in the area 
can deter deer. Others have 
reported success using a 
radio in combination with 
lights, activated by a mo-
tion-detector for both a sight 

and auditory deterrent.
There are also  many 

commercial and homemade 
repellants that can be used 
for deer, but they typically 
need to be used when tem-
peratures are above freez-
ing. These also need to be 
reapplied regularly to dis-
courage deer. See the manu-
facturer’s recommendations 
for winter effectiveness and 
application rates.

For more information 
on living with deer and 
other wildlife species, visit 
the DNR website.
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Submitted Article

(Editor’s Note: The fol-
lowing article was procured 
from the St. Cloud Regional 
Airport Authority).

Last week, the Fed-
eral Aviation Adminis-
tration (FAA) approved a 
new governance structure 
for the St. Cloud Regional 
Airport, transferring gover-
nance and all its assets from 
the City of St. Cloud to the 
St. Cloud Regional Airport 
Authority. The authority 
was formed through a joint 
resolution with the City of 
St. Cloud, Benton County, 
Sherburne County, and 
Stearns County, with each 
entity appointing volunteer 
Commissioners to the Au-
thority.

“The St. Cloud Airport 
has played a significant 
role in the economic de-
velopment and growth for 
the City of St. Cloud for 
over 50 years. Now, as a 
Regional Airport Author-
ity, the St. Cloud Regional 
Airport will benefit all of 
Central Minnesota with 
a broader, regional focus 
and the ability to continue 
to grow and adapt to new 
transportation opportuni-
ties well into the future,” 
said St. Cloud Mayor Dave 
Kleis.

The St. Cloud Regional 
Airport Authority was cre-
ated after much study as a 
fiscally responsible plan to 
develop the full potential 
of aviation and provide the 

most economical and effec-
tive use of the aeronautic 
facilities and services in 
central Minnesota. “The 
St. Cloud Regional Airport 
is truly a regional facility,” 
said St. Cloud Regional 
Airport Authority Board 
Chair Brian Myres. “The 
creation of the Authority 
provides a structure that 
allows for representatives 
from the central Minnesota 
region to participate in its 
management and growth,” 
continued Myres.

The transfer to an au-
thority creates an indepen-
dent governing structure 
with a board whose sole 
purpose is the daily oper-

ation and future develop-
ment of the airport, which 
helps support greater levels 
of economic development 
and proactive commer-
cial revenue development, 
a stronger regional focus 
to respond to air service 
needs, and a more entrepre-
neurial and business focus 
driven by customer service 
excellence.

“Our transition agree-
ment from the city to the 
authority provides City 
of St. Cloud support for a 
number of functions at the 
airport for up to 10 years. 
Additionally, the airport 
will continue to receive the 
voter-approved dedicated 

regional sales tax dollars 
through 2038,” continued 
Myres.

The volunteer commis-
sioners were appointed by 
their respective jurisdic-
tions at the beginning of 
2021 and have been busy 
with the work of forming a 
new entity for the past year. 
With the transfer of gov-
ernance, they now take on 
the airport operations work. 
“We are excited to take the 
St. Cloud Regional Airport, 
a truly regional asset for 
central Minnesota, to new 
heights,” concluded Myres.

ST. CLOUD MAYOR DAVE KLEIS hands keys to Board Chair Brian Myres. (Submitted Photo).

FAA approves St. Cloud Airport’s 
transfer to new regional airport authority

By Ken Francis, Contributing Writer

The Big Lake wrestling 
team continued its out-
standing season with three 
more head-to-head wins in 
a quad meet Saturday at 
Eden Prairie.

In the closest match-up, 
the Hornets defeated Per-
ham, 50-30. Big Lake built 
an early lead with five 
straight pins in the lower 
weight classes.

Big Lake’s Ivan 
Lapointe pinned Dresden 
Wegscheid at 1:11 at 106 
pounds.

At 113, Cash Stortz 
pinned Carsen Zeise  of 
Perham at 0:29.

Cash Sixberry pinned 
Jonathan Ramos 0:36 at 
120 pounds.

At 126, Christian 
Noble pinned Tiegan Detl-
off at 1:07.

When Nolan Reiter 
pinned Nicholas Peters 
at 2:34 in the 132 pound 
weight class, Big Lake was 
ahead, 30-0.

Perham got its first 
points at 138 when 
Big Lake’s Luke Schum-
acher was injured during 
his match.

But Big Lake came 
right back at 145 when Dil-
lon Browen pinned Kaden 
Feldt at 1:46.

Dante Visci of the Hor-
nets followed with a tech 
fall (20-5) of Trystan Lar-
son at 152 pounds.

At 160, Tyler Dehmer 
beat Perham’s  Blake Lo-
rentz, 3-0.

Johnathon Murphy fol-
lowed with a win by forfeit 
at 170 to give the Hornets 
an insurmountable 50-6 
lead.

Perham got a forfeit 
win at 182. 

Fourth-ranked Brian 
Ramos  of Perham pinned 
Peter Duncombe at 195

Alex Hanrahan lost 
by fall at 220 and 1:24, as 
Kane Lapointe at 285 to 
close out the scoring.

Big Lake defeated 
Lake City 54-21. Again, the 
Hornets dominated early in 
the match.

Ivan Lapointe took a 
9-4 decision over Cristofer 
Ramirez at 106.

At 113, pinned Adrian 
Lopez Ramirez at 0:23.

Cash Sixberry won by 
tech fall over Weston Rob-
erson  22-4 at 120 pounds.

At 126, Christian 
Noble pinned Elijah Dodd 
at 0:38.

Nolan Reiter pinned 
Carter West at 1:32 at 132 
pounds.

At 138, Zack Smith 
pinned Grant Asfahl at 
0:11.

Then Dillon Browen 
won by major decision over 
Aaron Meincke, 12-1 at 
145 pounds, and Big Lake 
was ahead, 36-0.

Luke Becker pinned 
Big Lake’s Carson Geller-
man at 152, and Jonathan 
Harvey took a close deci-
sion over Tyler Dehmer at 
160, 7-6 to cut into the lead, 
36-9

At 170, Big Lake’s 
Johnathon Murphy pinned 
Jayro Rojas at  1:33 to seal 
the team victory.

Lake City won by for-
feit at 182.

At 195, Big Lake’s 
Peter Duncombe pinned 
Sam Rol at 3:06.

Alex Hanrahan pinned 
Lake City’s Jonas Miller at 
1:27

At 285, Max Balow 
of Lake City pinned Kane 
Lapointe to close out the 
match.

The Hornets beat a de-
pleted Eden Prairie squad, 
66-9. Big Lake won six 
matches by forfeit. Another 
match resulted in a double 
forfeit.

Christian Noble (126), 
Zack Smith (138), Carson 
Gellerman (152), Johna-
thon Murphy (182) and 
Peter Duncombe (195) each 
pinned their opponent.

The Hornets wrestled 
in a dual meet at North 
Branch Thursday, results to 
follow next week.

Hornet wrestlers 
sweep quad meet

By Bill Morgan, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

(Editor’s Note: The 
Patriot plans to run a 
weekly article resurrect-
ing some historical facts, 
moments, statistics and 
photos from throughout 
Sherburne County ref-
erencing our readership 
areas. Information was 
gleaned from the Sher-
burne County Heritage 
book, published in 1986. 
Enjoy!)

In February of 1856, 
Sherburne County was 
formed when the area 
known as Sherburne 
was set off from Benton 
County. A special elec-
tion was provided for and 
was held in April of 1856 
to elect three commission-
ers, a register of deeds, a 
treasurer, an auditor, a 
sheriff, a coroner and a 

judge of probate.
The elections were as 

follows: County Commis-
sioners: John Stevenson, 
Ephraim Nickerson and 
Elijah Cutter. Auditor: H. 
T. Putnam. Treasurer: Eli 
Houghton. Sheriff: An-
drew Boyington. Coroner: 
Orlondo Bailey. Register 
of Deeds: F. E. Baldwin.

The first commis-
sioner’s meeting was held 
May 2-3, 1856 in Hum-
boldt (Big Lake) at the 
home of Joseph Brown on 
the shores of Big Lake.

The county con-
tinued to function with 
three commissioner dis-
tricts until July of 1886 
when action was taken 
to establish five commis-
sioner districts to: District 
#1-Village of Elk River; 
District #2 - Townships 
of  Big Lake, Orrock 
and Becker including 

the cities; District #3 - 
Township of Haven and 
East St. Cloud; District 
#4 - Townships and City 
of Clear Lake, Santiago 
and Palmer; District #5 

- Townships of Baldwin, 
Livonia, Blue Hill and the 
Village of Zimmerman.

THE ORIGINAL SHERBURNE COUNTY COURTHOUSE in Elk River in the year of 
1878. (Minnesota Historical Society Photo).

Blast from the past...

Hockey Day 2022
With the new year of-

ficially started that means 
Hockey Day Minnesota is 
nearly here. If you aren’t 
familiar with Hockey Day, 
it’s a yearly tradition where 
teams of all ages play out-
side typically on or near a 
lake. It’s been done in St. 
Cloud, Hermantown, Be-
midji and others. This year 
it’s the 16th annual and it’ll 
be held in Mankato, MN at 
Blakeslee Stadium on Jan-
uary 22. 

It’s a great way to cele-
brate the culture of Minne-
sota and allow many older 
players to get back to their 
roots of growing up playing 
on ponds and outdoor rinks. 
Many NHL players grew up 
on outdoor ice and that’s 
why there are games like 
the Stadium Series and the 
Winter Classic. The Classic 
was just held in Minnesota 
on New Year’s Day this 
year. 

As much as I love 
Hockey Day, I do believe 
there are some things that 
could be done slightly dif-
ferent to make the day even 
better. The first being, tele-
vise the girls high school 
game. They have in past 
years but not every year. 
Second, have the college 
game be played outside at 
the location of Hockey Day 
every year. This year in 
Mankato it will be played 
outside as it should be. 

The last thing is the 
NHL game, it should also 
be played outside at the 

location of 
Hockey Day. 
O b v i o u s l y , 
it’s hard to do 
that with the 
NHL’s sched-
ule and rules 
but it should 
be strongly 
considered. If 
they can play 
the Stadium 
Series and 
the Winter 
Classic out-
side and it’s 
considered fair amongst 
the other NHL teams, they 
could make it so the Wild 
can have Hockey Day. It’s 
generally around the same 
time every year so it could 
work into the NHL sched-
ule as a yearly thing. 

Something that may 
not be as doable but should 
be strongly considered is 
have it played on an ac-
tual lake. Understandably 
this can be difficult due to 
weather causing havoc with 
ice conditions and also try-
ing to have bleachers and 
all the equipment on the ice 
could cause problems but I 
think it could be doable. 

The Stadium Series 
held games at Lake Tahoe 
but they were next to the 
lake and not actually on it, 
there was no actual ice on 
the lake at that time. In the 
month of January in Minne-
sota the lakes are typically 
frozen all the way across 
with several inches of solid 
thick ice. As long as it’s 

not a super 
large lake 
it  could 
be doable 
and if it’s 
held close 
to shore, 
I  would 
think i t 
could be 
possible. 

I un-
d e r s t a n d 
there are 
r e a s o n s 
they hav-

en’t tried this, budgets, etc.; 
but I do think it’s something 
they could look into. I love 
the event so much and think 
it’s such an awesome thing 
but there’s always a chance 
to make it better than the 
previous year. If you’ve 
made it this far through 
this article and you’re won-
dering what the big deal is 
about playing outside, it’s a 
whole different experience 
and not just the cold. 

As a player who grew 
up playing outside, it is ab-
solutely my favorite way to 
play the game. Feeling the 
air go by your face and your 
skate blades cut through 
smooth outdoor authentic 
ice, it’s like nothing you’ve 
ever felt before, coming 
from a hockey player who 
loves to skate of course. If 
you’ve skated before but 
never outside, try it. Obvi-
ously wait for a day that’s 
above zero otherwise you’ll 
be miserable but skating 
outside is so fun and relax-

ing. 
I bought my husband 

skates for Christmas this 
year and I can’t wait to get 
him on the ice. He isn’t nec-
essarily a hockey fan, but 
he has tried skating. He did 
enjoy it, not nearly as much 
as me but he had fun and 
I’m so excited to get out on 
these nicer days with a rink 
just five minutes away from 
our house. To shorten this 
up, Hockey Day Minnesota 
2022 is right around the 
corner and it’ll be a fun day 
full of outdoor hockey. If 
you get the chance, check it 
out, it is quite fun to watch 
everyone play outside, and 
if you’re able get yourself 
outside on a pair of skates. 

By Mariah Stark
Contributing Writer

meeting and are approved in 
one motion. However, former 
council member Scott Zetter-
vall spoke during open forum 
to request that the item be re-
moved for discussion. 

Hayen’s wife, Molly 
Hayen, also spoke during the 
open forum part of the meet-
ing, claiming her husband has 
not been treated well during 
the investigative process. She 
spoke to his character and his 
history of serving the city, 
saying he would never do 
anything against the city. She 
claimed she and her husband 
were still not aware of what 
the complaint filed against 
Hayen was, but she indicated 
that it arose from a falling out 
between Hayen and the for-
mer Chief, Joel Scharf. She 
said they were not told the re-
sults of the investigation, but 
instead were told earlier in the 
week that Chief Hayen had 
48 hours to submit a resigna-
tion or the city would pursue 
termination. She said the city 
failed to communicate with 
the chief.

City administrator Clay 
Wilfahrt disputed the claim 
that there was no communi-
cation, as he said there has 
been ongoing communica-
tion during the investigation, 
although he was unable to 
answer every question Hayen 
or his attorney asked of the 
administrator.

All five council mem-
bers expressed their sadness 
over accepting Heyen’s res-
ignation. They all attested 
to his character, with Mayor 

Paul Knier going so far as to 
offer a letter of recommen-
dation to Hayen’s next job. 
However, after reading the 
investigative report, all coun-
cil members were in agree-
ment that Hayen had made 
a mistake that could not be 
overlooked. Again, the inves-
tigative report is not available 
to the public, although Coun-
cil Member Sam Hanson 
indicated more information 
would be released later, 

Mayor Knier stated that 
this is not the first time that 
a city has had to let a good 
employee go because that 
employee made a mistake, 
and again expressed his regret 
over the situation.

Matt Hayen was not 
present at the meeting. 

HAYEN from page 1

MOLLY HAYEN spoke during 
open forum in defense of her husband, 
former Chief of Police Matt Hayen. 
(Photo by Katherine Cantin.)
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TO THE EDITOR:
Whites need not even request covid ther-
apeutics in several states.  These limita-
tions come from local, state, and federal 
government.  Food and Drug Adminis-
tration guidance (December 2021 ) limits 
authorization of sotrovimab (monoclo-
nal antibody effective against omicron) 
to “high risk” patients.  The FDA added 
“race and ethnicity” to the priorities 
(elderly, obesity, pregnancy, diabetes, 
chronic heart or lung disease, etc.) in al-
locating covid treatments. In New York 
City, treatments are to advance racial eq-
uity and social justice.  New York state’s 
department of health lists racial ethnicity 
as a risk factor for treating covid.  That 
governor declared racism a public health 
crisis.  In Utah, patients add 2 points for 
skin color to their risk analysis.  In Min-

nesota, race and ethnicity ALONE may 
determine who gains access to life-sav-
ing treatments.  A Staten Island doctor 
had to identify the race of his patients 
when he called a prescription to the phar-
macy.  Triage should not be determined 
by the melatonin in the skin.  Risks also 
come from social and lifestyle choices.  
These political practices in health care 
are criminal and unconstitutional, but the 
current federal administration is imple-
menting these divisive policies to detract 
from their shortcomings.  Do we follow 
the Hippocratic Oath or political hypo-
crites?   
Dr. Phyllis E. VanBuren
Clearwater, MN

Letters To The Editor

Editorials/Opinions
Shirley Cox is the ma-

triarch of the Cox family, 
whose family roots run 
deep in the Becker commu-
nity. Shirley recently cele-
brated her 89th birthday. 

Shirley was born Dec. 
1, 1932 to Earl and Lucille 
Hubbard. She was one of 
nine children in her fam-
ily. Shirley lived in Becker 
a majority of her life. She 
owned a hair salon for sev-
eral years, as well as the 
Oaks Restaurant.

Shirley moved to 
Avon, MN in her retire-
ment.

The words “Anchored 
in the Love of God and 
Family” were printed on 
the sky blue t-shirts of the 
Shirley Cox Family. A 
huge group of Shirley and 
her descendants gathered 
in front of the castle at 
Disney’s Magic Kingdom 
to commemorate their de-
votion to each other and 
to Shirley (the woman that 
made this wonderful trip of 
a lifetime possible).

Jena Cox (grandaugh-
ter to Shirley) shared these 
sentiments about the expe-
rience: “It was a magical 
moment as we celebrated 
(grandma) Shirley’s 89th 
Birthday.”

But the celebration al-
most didn’t happen.

The unprecedented 
COVID-19 pandemic has 
uprooted all of our lives in 
ways that will shape the rest 
of our days here on earth.

Florida vacations have 
been a family tradition for 
the Cox family that started 
when Shirley and her hus-
band Harold Cox, Sr first 
brought their children the 
year that Disney World 
opened in 1971. The an-
nual tradition continued as 
the Cox children became 
parents themselves. 

Every couple of years, 
Shirley and Harold invited 
their children to bring the 
grandchildren on an ad-
venture to Florida. Those 
adventures are cherished 
memories for the whole 
family. 

Shirley wanted to give 
her family one more adven-
ture while she is still strong 
enough to be a part of it. 
She selected the trip date 
and made plans during the 
summer of 2019. 

Fast forward to March 
of 2020 and that is when 
everything changed. The 
world had descended into 
COVID chaos.

There were toilet paper 
shortages and masks and 

hand sanitizers  became 
standard procedure. People 
were terrified and making 
plans for a vacation set to 
happen in the fall seemed 
impossible. No one knew 
what would happen next or 
if air travel was possible, or 
if state borders would even 
be open. For these reasons, 
Shirley sadly announced 
that the Cox family Disney 
adventure would have to 
wait.

Shirley was 87 at the 
beginning of 2020; and un-
derstood we are all here on 
borrowed time from God, 
having lost her own hus-
band Harold unexpectedly 
in 1999. It was important 
for Shirley to be there to see 
her children, now grandpar-
ents themselves, witness 
the amazing way their own 
grandchildren experienced 
Disney’s Magic. 

Although this was a 
passing thought in every-
one of the Cox family’s 
minds; it wasn’t until they 
experienced the difficult 
loss of  Vicki and Spencer 
Cox of the Russell Cox 
family in May of 2021, that 
they were reminded that 
life has only one guaran-
tee. Mother (Vicki) and son 
(Spencer) left this side of 
heaven only 10  days apart 
after they each tested posi-
tive for COVID-19 in April 
of 2021. 

This huge loss solid-
ified Shirley’s resolve. 
Come what may, the Cox 
family vacation would hap-
pen in 2021!

Shirley set to work 
yet again on vacation 
plans. With the help of her 
daughters and some grand-
children, vacation homes 
were booked, and cash for 
tickets to Disney’s Magic 
Kingdom was given to 
each child, grandchild and 
great grandchild. They 
counted down the months, 
weeks and days on the Cox 
Family’s Facebook page, 
where trivia questions and 
traveling tips were shared. 
Everything was coming to-
gether, but when fall turned 

to winter, another wave of 
COVID cases hit the Mid-
west.

With just weeks to go, 
Shirley herself tested pos-
itive for COVID and her 
family was plagued with 
concern and worry. Al-
though Shirley let her fam-
ily know they were meant 
to go on this adventure with 
or without her, the family 
rallied. Through prayer and 
advanced medical treat-
ment, Shirley was on the 

mend. It is not in Shirley’s 
nature to give up and she 
did everything she could to 
beat the virus. By Thanks-
giving, Shirley was cleared 
to travel, and though her 
body was weak, her spirit 
was not.

Shirley’s legacy is a 
fierce loyalty to one an-
other, and the undaunted 
expectation to love others 
as God loves us. This fam-
ily vacation was meant to 
celebrate that love, and to 
allow a reprieve from the 
tumultuous year the Cox 
family and the entire world 
had endured. 

There were 139 Cox 
family members present on 
the trip. Shirley’s only stip-
ulation for the trip was that 
the group must gather for a 
picture in front of Cinderel-
la’s castle, and then ride her 
favorite ride, It’s a Small 
World, with Shirley leading 
the way, which has been a 
staple of this family’s tra-
dition. 

December 1st, 2021, 
the Shirley Cox family got 
up early to proceed to the 
“Happiest place on Earth”.  
Disney did not disappoint. 
Five generations of Cox 
descendants made the jour-
ney, including Harold and 
Shirley’s eight children, 
their spouses, 26 of their 32 
grandchildren plus signifi-
cant others, 59 of their 72 
great grandchildren, and 2 
of their 4 great great grand-
children to pose for the 
picture. All 139 relatives 
spontaneously burst into a 
joyous rendition of Happy 
Birthday to Shirley.

Shirley’s legacy con-
tinues to grow, as she shared 
in her birthday celebration 
by welcoming another fian-
cée to their already swollen 
crowd with a wedding pro-
posal taking place while at 
Magic Kingdom. Life con-
tinues to evolve and change 
for all of us. There will be 
weddings to plan and attend 
in the Cox family in 2022; 

THE HAPPIEST PLACE ON EARTH. 139 Cox family descendants are pictured in front of Cinderella’s Castle at Disney’s Magic 
Kingdom in Florida December 1st, 2021. Five generations of the Cox family made the journey and etched priceless memories 
onto their hearts. Inset: Shirley Cox. (Submitted photos). 

Anchored in the Love of God and Family

By Mary Nehring
Contributing Writer

as well as two new grand-
babies making their appear-
ance in the new year. 

Despite the sorrow the 
Cox family has endured, 
God continues to provide 
joy amid the grief.

By the end of the 
trip to Disney, Shir-
ley had been es-
corted around the 
park in her wheel-
chair by all of her 
children, and she 
enjoyed witness-
ing the magic that 
she helped create 
through the eyes of 
all of her grandchil-
dren. And though ex-
hausted she never missed 

a moment, or the opportu-
nity for a hug. She kissed 
flushed cheeks, and sticky 
faces, and embraced 

whoever was within arms 
reach. It was enchanting, 
and extraordinary to see 
this kind of happiness, 
even through the storm. 
And they will be the first to 

tell you that it is because 
of their love of God 

that the Shirley Cox 
Family remains an-
chored in the Love 
of their Family.

Working with Peace Officers
(Editor’s Note: The fol-

lowing column was submitted 
by Rep. Tom Emmer.)

We’re back in Wash-
ington this week for the 
first votes of the new year. 
Unfortunately, it doesn’t 
look like Congress will be 
addressing any of the many 
issues facing every Amer-
ican: skyrocketing costs, 
increased car jackings and 
rising crime, or the complex 
and confusing response to 
COVID. 

There’s a lot that must 
be done and my team and 
I will continue to fight for 
policies that rein in federal 
spending, support our men 
and women in blue and en-
courage Americans to take 
the necessary precautions 
but continue to build a fu-
ture for their children and 
their businesses.  

Sunday, we celebrated 
National Law Enforce-
ment Appreciation Day. In 
Minnesota, there are 417 
law enforcement agencies 
and 10,923 licensed active 
Peace Officers.

Trust between law en-
forcement and the commu-
nities they serve doesn’t 
just make policing easier, 
it builds safer communi-
ties. Despite the rhetoric 
of the “defund the police” 
movement, collaborative 

relationships between civil-
ians and law enforcement 
are possible and already 
strengthening communities 
here in Minnesota.

Working with the St. 
Cloud Police Department 
to develop their successful 
Community Outpost in-
spired my introduction of 
the Community Outpost 
(COP) Outreach and En-
gagement Act to make this 
local initiative a federal 
pilot program. Innovative 
community engagement is 
exactly what we need to 
showcase the positive influ-
ence of public servants, like 
police and peace officers. 

I will continue to sup-
port our law enforcement 
and help improve engage-
ment with those they pro-
tect.

Air Ambulance

Last week, I had the 
opportunity to visit North 
Memorial Air Ambulance 
Base in Princeton. With 
six locations across Min-
nesota and one in Wiscon-
sin, North Memorial serves 
over 4,500 patients per year 
in the Midwest. In addition 
to providing emergency 
transport, the base in Princ-
eton also provides training 
to emergency care volun-
teers and professionals.

Emergency air trans-
port is a lifesaving service 
that offers care to critically 
injured patients when they 
cannot be accessed by a 
traditional ambulance. It’s 
a relief to know that in a 
crisis, the Sixth District can 
rely on emergency transport 
like the kind provided by 
North Memorial.

We must allow North 
Memorial and other air 
transport services to con-
tinue their important work. 
Late last year, I sent a letter 
to Secretary of Health and 
Human Services Xavier 
Becerra, Secretary of Labor 
Marty Walsh, and Treasury 
Secretary Janet Yellen ex-
pressing my concern with 
the Administration’s recent 
rule which threatened the 
operation of emergency air 
ambulance services.

By Congressman 
Tom Emmer

Commending Police and National Guard
(Editor’s Note: The fol-

lowing column was submitted 
by Sen. Mary Kiffmeyer.)

On Sunday, Jan. 9, our 
nation observed a day of 
recognition of the National 
Law Enforcement Appreci-
ation Day, in support of the 
great bravery and dedica-
tion of our law enforcement 
officers to the citizens they 
serve. 

While this day is set 
aside each year to honor 
the work of law enforce-
ment officers, it is imper-
ative to never forget the 
daily sacrifices they make 
to preserve the safety of our 
cities, state and its citizens. 
These men and women in 
uniform selflessly answered 
a call to public service that 
is demanding and often un-
acknowledged. 

One such officer is Sgt. 
Tim Jeanetta, who recently 
retired from the Sherburne 
County Sheriff’s Office 
after 26 years of full-time 
service. Sgt. Jeanetta’s 
many years of public ser-
vice offers an inspiring ex-
ample of career well spent 
in the commitment to and 
protection of others.

Especially now, it is 
critical for our law enforce-
ment officers to know that 
their sacrifices do not go 
unnoticed and are appreci-
ated. 

As noted in the recent 
Star Tribune letter to the 
editor by Ryan Sheehan, 

Roseville, “Resolving this 
crime surge is not complex. 
Bad people do bad things. 
Police arrest them. You 
prosecute them to the full 
extent of the law so that 
judges can put them in jail 
where they serve their time 
and – this is the most im-
portant part – can’t commit 
more crimes.” 

The work of our law 
enforcement officers is 
key to maintaining law and 
order and addressing our 
state’s rise in crime. It crit-
ical for weak prosecutors 
and judges to be held re-
sponsible for the role they 
play in keeping our com-
munities safe. 

Thank you to all our 
law enforcement who tire-
lessly work to protect the 
security of others. Next 
time you see an officer, I 
also encourage you to thank 
them for their service.

Another that is deserv-
ing of our thanks are the 

members of the National 
Guard. These members 
have taken on unprece-
dented and demanding 
tasks throughout the pan-
demic to address the evolv-
ing needs our communities.

To address long-term 
care and nursing facili-
ties worker shortages we 
are currently experiencing 
across Minnesota, around 
400 members of the Na-
tional Guard are being 
trained as certified nursing 
assistants (CNAs) to meet 
this critical demand.  

CNAs serve as patient 
caregivers and aid them in 
activities they would have 
difficulty accomplishing 
on their own, such as get-
ting dressed and bathing. 
National Guard members 
take all required classes 
and exams, and, therefore, 
hold a regular CNA license. 
This allows the members to 
seamlessly keep their CNA 
license in their civilian life 
after they leave the service. 

I applaud the National 
Gaud members who have 
taken on this hopefully 
short-term essential role to 
support the growing needs 
of our long-term care and 
nursing facilities. This is 
an unusual ask in unusual 
times. Thank you for your 
diligent service and ded-
ication to our state and its 
residents.

By Sen. 
Mary Kiffmeyer

SHIRLEY to below...

SHIRLEY continued from above
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Get your ad in the Patriot today! 
 Call Carol or Mary at 763.275.0275

Apply in person, 1 mile east of Becker, 
137th left, 1/8 mile on left. 612-747-0163    

NOW HIRING!
KASOWSKI GROUP

• FT FARM LABOR
• FT EQUIPMENT OPERATOR • FT FARM MECHANIC

v 

 

Cargill is one of the largest, most diverse and most successful food companies in the world, 
and our purpose is to nourish the world in a safe, responsible and sustainable way. We 
prioritize our employees’ health and well-being, who are essential to the food supply chain. 
Our broad scale and scope allow you to take your career anywhere you’d like; providing you 
with new opportunities for you to grow, develop and make an impact on the future of our 
business. Choose Cargill and take your opportunity to thrive! 
 

Cargill is NOW HIRING 
Production Employees in 
Monticello and Big Lake! 

 

 

 
Propel your  
career.  
Embrace new 
opportunities. 
Achieve great 
things.  

 

Compensation 
& Benefits: 

 

$1,500 Sign-On Bonus! 
Starting Pay:  
1st Shift – $17.25+ /hour  
2nd Shift – $19.25+ /hour 
3rd Shift – $20.80+ /hour 
 

Health Insurance (Medical, Dental & Vision)  
Paid Vacation Time & Holidays 
On-The-Job Training 
Overtime Potential 
Tuition Reimbursement 
Career Development Opportunities 
401(k) With Company Match 
Life Insurance & Short-Term Disability 
 

Cargill is an Equal Opportunity Employer, including Disability/Vet. 

Apply Online Today! 
 

 

Visit: careers.cargill.com/Monticello-mn  or   careers.cargill.com/Biglake-mn     
 

Scan the QR 
code with your 
smart device 
to apply!                                                            

NOW HIRING for Big Lake, 
Buffalo & surrounding area sites 

To apply online visit:
www.divinehouse.org or call (320) 231-2738

328 SW 5th Street, Willmar, MN 56201

Starting pay $16 and up for awake hours FT & PT with
afternoon/evening shifts. Asleep overnights $10.08/hr. Experience working 
with people with disabilities or background in medical field and supervisory 

experience helpful but not necessary. 

We believe that all people have the right to live and work in an environment which provides them 
with pride, self-respect, friendships, and the opportunity to achieve success while realizing that 
success is defined differently for everyone. We feel that our job is to offer friendship, security, 

and guidance to those we serve.

FT, PT & On-call Caregivers - All Shifts

Make a difference for 
individuals with 
disabilities as a DSP

Search jobs and apply online at:
sevitahealth.com

Call Erica for more information: 763-913-7486
SevitaHealth.com

MAKE A
DIFFERENCE

HAVE FUN ALL
DAY

MAKE A LIVING

BRIDGES MN IS HIRING!
We empower people with disabilities to live their best

life, so join our team and apply today!

YOU CAN MAKE
A DIFFERENCE IN
SOMEONE'S LIFE,
WHILE GETTING
PAID TO DO IT!

Send your resume to amyo@bridgesmn.com

www.bridgesmn.com/employment

Elk River, Clearwater, or Monticello

MAKE A
DIFFERENCE

HAVE FUN ALL
DAY

MAKE A LIVING

BRIDGES MN IS HIRING!
We empower people with disabilities to live their best

life, so join our team and apply today!

YOU CAN MAKE
A DIFFERENCE IN
SOMEONE'S LIFE,
WHILE GETTING
PAID TO DO IT!

Send your resume to amyo@bridgesmn.com

www.bridgesmn.com/employment

Elk River, Clearwater, or Monticello

Help Wanted Silver Creek 
Township Clerk/Treasurer

The Clerk/Treasurer works approximately 20-25 hours per 
week, at least 2 evenings per month,to manage all aspects 
of the Township office including assisting the public, taking 

meeting minutes, balance bank accounts and more. The ideal 
candidate should have local government experience, the 

ability to communicate effectivity, to organize and prioritize 
work, meet deadlines, have working knowledge of Microsoft 

Office and administrate all Elections.
Candidate must have experience in accounting or 

bookkeeping. Potential employee must pass background and 
drug test. Competitive salary based on experience. 
See our website at silvercreektwp.com to download 

application and list of duties
Send resume and application to Silver Creek Township, 

3827 134th ST NW, Monticello MN
55362 or email to silvercreektwp@tds.net. 

NOW
HIRING

Apply at: 24614 US Hwy 71, Belgrade, MN 56312  
Email your resume to hiring@bayerbuilt.com

Bayer Built  
Woodworks, Inc., providing  
quality product and unparalleled service to 900  
dealers throughout the Midwest, is looking to fill the 
following positions:

•  OTR Drivers

Competitive pay and benefits, a  
positive and clean work environment, 
and opportunities to advance your  
career with a local company that 
continues to grow. 

$10,000  

Sign On Bonus

www.kniferiver.com 
Knife River is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action employer.  All qualified applicants 
will receive consideration for employment without regard to race, color, religion, sex, 
national origin, disability or protected Veteran status. 

Knife River Central MN division is NOW taking 
applications for the 2022 season:

OPEN POSITIONS INCLUDE:
Truck Drivers (seasonal)

Crusher/Washplant Operator (seasonal)
Laborer/Flagger (seasonal)
Loader Operator (seasonal)

Diesel Technician/Mechanic (year round)
Apply on-line at www.kniferiver.com or in person by May 31, 2022

NOW HIRING
•• RESTAURANT/

FOOD COURT SUPERVISORS FT & PT 
Flexible Scheduling 

• FOOD COURT MANAGER – FT
Flexible Scheduling 

· SANDWICH & PIZZA CREATORS –  FT/PT
M-F Days - or evenings & weekends

· OVERNIGHT CASHIERS – FT & PT

Days or evenings & weekends

· CATERING ASSISTANTS – PT
Flexible Schedule

Employees enjoy benefits of food, gas, and gift shop discounts. 
We also offer options of medical, dental, company matching 401K, 

and paid time off. Come join a great team!

Candidates can apply in-person or online 
stacis@clearwatertravelplaza.com 
www.clearwatertravelplaza.com

320-558-2261

I-94 & Hwy 24, Clearwater, MN

· BAKERY PRODUCTION – PT & FT

· WEEKEND CUSTODIAN – PT

· DISHWASHERS – FT & PT

NOW HIRING
•• RESTAURANT/

FOOD COURT SUPERVISORS FT & PT 
Flexible Scheduling 

• FOOD COURT MANAGER – FT
Flexible Scheduling 

· SANDWICH & PIZZA CREATORS –  FT/PT
M-F Days - or evenings & weekends

· OVERNIGHT CASHIERS – FT & PT

Days or evenings & weekends

· CATERING ASSISTANTS – PT
Flexible Schedule

Employees enjoy benefits of food, gas, and gift shop discounts. 
We also offer options of medical, dental, company matching 401K, 

and paid time off. Come join a great team!

Candidates can apply in-person or online 
stacis@clearwatertravelplaza.com 
www.clearwatertravelplaza.com

320-558-2261

I-94 & Hwy 24, Clearwater, MN

· BAKERY PRODUCTION – PT & FT

· WEEKEND CUSTODIAN – PT

· DISHWASHERS – FT & PT

• Line Cooks • Prep Cooks 
• Quick Foods Cooks

No experience necessary 
starting at $15/hr.

SUBSTITUTE CUSTODIANS
$16.00 PER HOUR

Go to www.becker.k12.mn.us 
for more information and to apply!

BECKER PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS IS HIRING!

Temporary, Seasonal, On-
Call Snow Plow Operator

Snow Plow Operator must have a Class A CDL license, and health 
card. Pre-employment physical, clean driving record and pass 

drug/alcohol screening. Must live within 20 minutes of Town hall 
and able to report for work, within 20 minutes of call. Have 
experience operating large snow plow trucks, sanding/salt 

application equipment and be familiar with operating large loaders.
This job requires on-call duty as the need arises. Hours vary and it 
is possible to work hours during the night time and more than 8 hr. 
shifts. Snowplowing will start during or after snow events. Plowing 
will continue until all roads and intersections passible. Cleaning, 
washing shop floor and snow equipment after use is required.

THERE WILL BE OTHER JOBS AS ASSIGNED BY THE 
MAINTENANCE STAFF OR TOWNSHIP BOARD, 

WHEN NECESSARY.
There are no set or given hours – on call, as needed. 

This job will end on or about the last snow of April 2022
Application is available at Clerks office or 

www.silvercreektwp.com/
Return application in person, mail or email 

@silvercreektwp@tds.net
Call the office for information at 763-878-2600 

or one of the Board Members

Silver Creek Township
3827 134th St. NW, Monticello, MN
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Sports News
Auctions

ESTATE & CONSIGNMENT AUCTION
SUNDAY, JAN. 23, 2022 @ 11:00 AM

3825 Shadowood Dr. NE.Sauk Rapids,MN
Directions: St. Cloud, E. on Hwy 23 Left 0n 40th  (Follow Signs)

THIS IS A PARTIAL LISTING. B.P. & MN tax applies. 
See website for more: 
www.midwestauctions.com/sharer 
Keith Sharer Auction Service

320-267-1963

ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES: Porcelain light shades, Tin man 
cave signs, Fenton & Fostoria glassware, Beer signs, Marlboro sign, 
Budweiser mirror, HOUSEHOLD & FURNITURE: Washer & 
Dryer,Recliners, Twin & Full size beds, Mirrored dresser, Rocker, 
Sewing machine, Card table, Dining table & chairs, Pyrex, Canning 
jars, Cookware, Hurricane lamp, Framed art & prints, Radios, Wicker 
baskets, NEW FISHING GEAR: Dip nets, Anchors & rubber coated 
anchors, Insulated minnow buckets, Boat seat cushions, Paddles, 
Lures, Sinkers, Bobbers, Hooks, Ice fishing rods, Camouflage gun 
sleeves, OUTDOOR & SHOP: Saddles, horse tack, Hand & Power 
tools, Generator.

Employment
NEW YEAR, NEW CAREER!
• Prod assembly
• forklift 2nd shift
• truss assembly
• office assistant
• payroll clerk
• cabinetry 
   - many jobs!
• housekeeping

Now Hiring!

320-251-1038 • expresspros.com/stcloudmn

Check out our 
express jobs 

app today!

New Pay 
RateS for 

2022

click, call, or text to learn more!

Paid training: call for 
instant phone screen

Help Wanted 
Full Time Maintenance Worker
Silver Creek Township is now accepting applications for one 
FT maintenance worker. Job includes all maintenance of the 
Township’s roads. Applicants must have Class A MN license 
with DOT Health card.  Must have a good driving record and 
be able to pass physical, background check and a drug test. 

References required.
Duties include operation and maintenance of all road 

maintenance equipment, graders, snow plows, loaders and 
dump trucks. Preferred applicant to live within 20 minutes 

of Town hall and be available on call. 
Pay will be commensurate on experience.  

Application and further list of duties are available at Town-
ship office, by email @ silvercreektwp@tds.net or 

at http://www.silvercreektwp.com.  
Call office at 763-878-2600 with questions. 

Silver Creek Township 3827 134th St NW Monticello MN

Serving our customers for 65 years!
Located at Hwy. 23 East, West of Rollie’s & East of Arnold’s Equipment

We carry a variety of Ritchie 
Fountains, parts & accessories

We stock Ritchie 

See us for your winter needs! SNow 
shovels, ice melter, clothing, sporting 

goods, toys, feed, & much More!

We have quality Ace Hardware tools 
& small engine parts.

parts & have most electric models on hand.

Find us at patriotnewsmn.com

Immediate opening. Will
train, must be punctual &
have clean appearance.

$17/hour to start

763-350-0656
7124 Jason Ave NE

Monticello

Apply in person 
or Call John

BLUE
RIBBON

QUALITY MEATS
Is Hiring!

2 FT BUTCHERS/
MEAT PROCESSORS

BECKER PUBLIC SCHOOLS HAS AN IMMEDIATE OPENING

Ability to obtain Special Boiler License by end of probation period.
union position with great benefits!

APPLY ONLINE AT WWW.BECKER.K12.MN.US

CUSTODIAN

Questions?  Contact Rick Kraus, Director of Buildings & Grounds 
at rkraus@isd726.org

M-F, 3 P.M. - 11 P.M.

CASHIER/
DELI ASSOCIATE

Deli Plus
BECKER

Come join our Spectacular Team!

Shell

APPLY IN 

PERSON!

12-8:15 p.m. & 3-8:15 p.m. part time weekdays 
and 2-8:15 p.m. every other weekend.

Must be 18 years or older. We welcome retirees.

By Mark Kolbinger,
Contributing Writer

Last week was a suc-
cessful one for the Becker 
Bulldog gymnastics team, as 
they picked up a Mississippi 
8 Conference win over the 
Princeton Tigers and then 
performed well at the Hornet 
Classic Invite against some 
of the top competition in the 
state.

Tigers
In last Tuesday’s win 

over Princeton, Becker dom-
inated the events and had 
the top four finishers in the 
All-around competition en 
route to a 135.85 to 113.575 
victory.

“We dominated the meet 
and took full advantage of the 
opportunity to add in some 
new difficulty the girls had 
been working on over break,” 
Head Coach Kayla Ka-
linowski said. “Riley Norberg 
led the team, winning every 
event as well as the all-around 
to finish with a 35.925.”

In addition to taking the 
top four finishes in the all-
around, Becker also placed 
in the top three in each of the 
other events. 

Lauren Woelfel, Sarah 
Woelfel, and Theresa John-
son completed the sweep of 
the all-around, finishing sec-
ond through fourth, respec-
tively. 

On the vault, Norberg 
scored a 9.15 to claim the top 
spot, while Sarah Woelfel 
notched an 8.875 and Tessa 
Maruska was third with a 
score of 8.65.

On the bars, Norberg 
posted an 8.35, followed 
by Sarah (8.35) and Lauren 
Woelfel (8.25). The order of 
finish was the same for the 
Floor, with the three girls 
posting scores of 9.125, 8.625 
and 8.6.

The Bulldogs had a 
strong meet overall on the 
Beam, with Norberg (9.3), 
Lauren (9.15) and Sarah (7.5) 
claiming the top three spots.

Hornet Classic
Last Saturday, the girls 

faced some of the top compe-
tition in the state at the Hornet 
Classic and came away with a 
respectable fifth place finish.

“There were many top 
10 ranked teams in the state at 
this meet, and it is fun to see 
where we match up against 
them,” Kalinowski said. “The 
girls held their own even with 
multiple gymnasts out and 
some coming back from in-
juries.”

Overall, Becker posted a 
score of 136.45.

“We started on floor and 
unfortunately lost senior The-
resa Johnson to injury for the 
rest of the meet,” Kalinowski 
said. “The girls had to step 
up and help fill even more 
holes.”

Norberg had a particu-
larly strong meet with multi-

ple top 10 finishes, including 
second place finishes on vault 
(9.5) and beam (9.35) as well 
as a fourth place finish in the 
all-around (36.3).

Overall, Kalinowski 
was happy with the way the 
girls competed and showed 
grit and determination when 
faced with adversity.

“They came together 
and put many of their new 
upgrades in to continue to 
rock the meet,” Kalinowski 
said. “They improved on 
Tuesday’s meet by sticking 
six of eight beam routines to 
close out the meet.”

The Bulldogs were 
scheduled to host Chis-
ago Lakes in a conference 
matchup Thursday evening.  
Look for results in next 
week’s Patriot.

IN THE WIN OVER THE TIGERS, Becker gymnast Riley Norberg performs her 
Beam routine while coach Brent Woullet keeps a close eye on her routine. (Sub-
mitted photo.)

Bulldog gymnasts crush Tigers, 
finish 3rd at Hornet Classic

By Mark Kolbinger,
Contributing Writer

The Becker Bulldog 
wrestling team continues to 
put together some complete 
performances, and as a result 
remain undefeated against 
Conference and Section op-
ponents.

The latest Mississippi 
8 Conference foe to fall was 
the Monticello Magic, as last 
Thursday the Bulldogs com-
pletely dominated the match, 
winning 65-7.

Bennett Kujawa started 
things off with a second pe-
riod fall at 106 pounds and 
Nolan Jurek followed suit 
with a pin of his own to 
stretch the Bulldog lead to 
12-0.

Kaden Nicolas then 
scored a decision at 120 and 
Landen Kujawa notched a 

forfeit for a 21-0 lead before 
Becker lost its first match at 
132.

Becker then again ran 
off four wins in a row – Jake 
Rosenow (decision 138), 
Ethan Anderson (fall 145), 
Mason Doucette (tech. fall 
152), Adam Jurek (fall 160) – 
to claim a 41-4 lead.

Becker again put to-
gether a four match streak to 
end the match, with three falls 
and a forfeit.

Picking up pins for 
Becker were Tyson Ricker 
(182, Dylan Weber (195) and 
Dylan Kolby (220).  Bryce 
Kuschel took a forfeit in the 
285 match to finalize the scor-
ing for the Bulldogs.

BBE
Last Friday, the Bulldogs 

trailed to the Belgrade-Broo-
ten-Elrosa tournament and 
came away with a first place 

finish among the six teams in 
attendance.

A total of six Bulldogs 
claimed individual champi-
onships in their respective 
weight classes, and overall 
Becker amassed 236.5 team 
points, just edging the host 
Jaguars who had 232.

Bennett Kujawa claimed 
the title at 106 pounds with a 
major decision, while Nolan 
Jurek also scored a major to 
win the 113 pound bracket.

At 120 pounds, Kaden 
Nicolas scored two falls and 
a major decision to place 
first, while teammate Ethan 
Anderson won the title at 145 
pounds.  Tyson Ricker (182) 
and Bryce Kuschel (285) also 
won their weight class cham-
pionship.

Other place finishes for 
Becker included Landen Ku-
jawa (second at 126), Nolan 

Muellner (fourth at 126), 
Drew May (second at 132), 
Ryan Boecker (third at 132), 
Jake Rosenow (fourth at 138), 
Owen Angell (third at 145), 
Mason Doucette (second at 
152), Adam Jurek (third at 
160), Ryan Nelson (second at 
170), and Joe Goth (second at 
195).

Royals
The team participated in 

a huge holiday tournament 
December 29-30 at Rogers 
High School and came away 
with an impressive second 
place finish out of a large field 
of 30 teams.

The STMA Knights fin-
ished as the top team with 
241 total points, while Becker 
posted 187 and finished ahead 
of some wrestling power-
houses such as Anoka, Apple 
Valley and Scott West.

Kaden Nicolas finished 

in third place in the 120 
pound bracket, claiming his 
last victory with a first pe-
riod fall over Alex Lehman 
of Grand Rapids. The win 
pushed Nicolas’ record on the 
year to 12-3 overall.

Teammate Landen Ku-
jawa also placed third (126 
bracket), claiming his spot 
with an 11-3 Major Decision 
win over Minneota’s Peyton 
Gillund.

Senior Ethan Anderson 
scored a 12-4 Major Decision 
at 145 pounds to claim sev-
enth place in the tournament, 
while Owen Angell also 
picked up a seventh place fin-
ish with a Major Decision of 
his own (152 pounds).

At 160 pounds, Mason 
Doucette placed third in his 
bracket with a 9-7 Decision 
over Leo Siekmann of Scott 
West.

Adam Jurek was the 
sixth place finisher at 170 
pounds, while Tyson Ricker 
finished third in the 182 
pound bracket.

Dylan Weber scored a 
12-3 Major Decision over 
Dylan Thomas of Scott West 
to claim third place at 195 
pounds.

Becker continued to 
show its mettle in the upper 
weights at 220 pounds, as 
Dylan Kolby finished in sec-
ond place.

Bryce Kuschel also 
made it to the championship 
match before falling in a close 
decision to finish in second 
place for Becker.

Next up for the Bull-
dogs was a triangular match 
scheduled for Friday night, 
as the Bulldogs were set to 
host Chisago Lakes and Sauk 
Rapids-Rice.

Becker wrestlers continue to impress
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Be a Patriot Page 
Sponsor! Call 

763.275.0275 to 
secure your ad

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Appreciative of our 
local newspaper! 

We proudly support 
our communities

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Mon. - Thu., 9am-5pm; Fri. 9am-1pm

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Call us for 
your business 

insurance needs.

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Mon. - Thu., 9am-5pm; Fri. 9am-1pm

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Bundled options 
available, call today 

for your quote.

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Mon. - Thu., 9am-5pm; Fri. 9am-1pm

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Life insurance, make 
sure you have the 
right protection.

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Mon. - Thu., 9am-5pm; Fri. 9am-1pm

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Do you own a boat, 
ATV, motorcycle or 
RV? Call today for a 

free quote.

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Mon. - Thu., 9am-5pm; Fri. 9am-1pm

PROUD SPONSOR
OF THE 

NEWSPAPER,
EVENTS, ACTIVITIES

AND BUSINESSES
IN OUR LOCAL

COMMUNITIES!

763-262-5850
tjpottertrucking.com

Grateful for our 
community newspaper 

and all the events 
covered in our 

surrounding areas!

612.298.3608
Sarawaytashek 

@edinarealty.com

Good Luck Athletes!

Proudly 
serving the 

communities of 
Becker, 

Big Lake, 
Clear Lake and 

Clearwater!
We appreciate 

your 
business and 
readership!

Area/Sports News

By Mark Kolbinger,
Contributing Writer

The Class AAA sec-
ond ranked Becker Bulldog 
girls basketball team went 
on the road last Thursday 
and used a huge rebounding 
advantage against a taller 
Chisago Lakes Wildcat 
team to come away with a 
71-57 win.

“The story in this 
game was rebounding, as 
we out-rebounded Chis-
ago Lakes, who is a taller 
team, 46-21,” Head Coach 
Dan Baird said. “We had 
three girls in triple digits...  
I imagine this was the first 
time in school history that 
three Bulldogs had double 
digits in rebounding which 
is unheard of.”

Liz Mackedanz was 
active on the boards with 
12 rebounds, while Dani 
Nuest also had 12 rebounds 
and Maren Westin had 11. 

Overall, Baird said it 
was a better defensive ef-
fort than earlier last week 
when the team dropped 
a contest to the Willmar 
Cardinals. Becker held the 
Wildcats to zero second 
chance points in the game 
and just one offensive re-
bound, both incredible sta-
tistics. The Bulldogs also 
outworked the Wildcats in 
the paint, holding a 32-12 
advantage in scoring from 
the inside.

“We did a much better 
job in this matchup contain-
ing the basketball,” Baird 
added.

Offensively, the Bull-
dogs used a balanced attack 
to remain undefeated in the 
Mississippi 8 Conference, 
with four players in double 
figures.

Alexis Rose led the 
way with 19 points, while 

Adeline Kent was close be-
hind with 17 points, includ-
ing a 5-for-8 performance 
from beyond the three-
point arc.  Westin added 16 
points and Dani Nuest had 
11.

The win pushed the 
Bulldogs’ record to 7-4 
overall, including 4-0 in the 
conference, and Baird was 
happy his team bounced 
back from the loss earlier 
in the week.

“Our team did a nice 
job,” Baird said. “The 
Wildcats are the most com-
petitive team in our section, 
so it was nice to get a big 
win against them on the 
road.”

Becker scoring: Rose 
19, Kent 17, Westin 16 
(six steals), Nuest 11 (eight 
assists), Mackedanz six 
(seven deflections), and 
Lauren Croal two.

Vikings
Tuesday night, the 

Bulldogs hosted North 
Branch and played a com-
plete game in all facets of 
the sport, winning 82-24.

Adeline Kent was un-
stoppable in both halves of 
the game, scoring 13 in the 
first and 16 in the second to 
finish with 29 points total. 

Defensively, Becker 
was overpowering for 
the Vikings, as the North 
Branch squad never made 
a trip to the free throw line 
and had just 10 made field 
goals the entire game.

Becker led 42-12 at 
halftime and was in com-
plete control, as 10 differ-
ent Bulldogs saw action on 
the court.

Becker scoring: Nuest 
13, Westin 13, Ayla Brown 
11, Reese Hausmann one, 
Kent 29, Croal two, and 
Rose 13.

Bulldog girls 
rebound for win 
over Wildcats

By Mark Kolbinger,
Contributing Writer

Last Thursday, the 
Becker Bulldog boys bas-
ketball team traveled to 
Chisago Lakes and put to-
gether a total team effort en 
route to a 75-58 victory.

“Against Chisago 
Lakes we were able to have 
a great night creating turn-
overs and getting the ball 
into the paint,” said Coach 
Josh Ihrke. “We came away 
with our highest shooting 
percentage of the year.”

Becker held a 42-16 
advantage in points scored 
on the inside and those 
close shots translated into 
an overall 71% success rate 
on two-point shots, while 
the team also hit eight of 25 
attempts from three-point 
range.

Becker also forced 
21 Wildcat turnovers and 
turned those takeaways 
into 24 points, including 16 
scored in transition.

Becker had four play-
ers score in double figures, 
led by Junior Alex Weiss 
who scored 16.

“Alex led the way with 
a highly effective night,” 
Ihrke said. “He got to the 
rim and finished well as he 
came away with 16 points 
and a high value for the 
team.”

Joining Weiss in dou-

ble figures were Julias 
Hendricks and Eric Seavert 
with 15 points apiece and 
Brady Paumen with 12 
points to go along with 13 
rebounds.

Overall, Ihrke was 
happy with how his team 
responded after losing the 
previous game.

“This game was a nice 
response to the loss over the 
holiday break,” the coach 
said. “We played good 
team basketball.”

Becker scoring: Weiss 
16, Nick Berglund seven 
(four assists), Hendricks 
15, Hayden Harmoning five 
(five rebounds, six assists), 
Seavert 15 (seven assists), 
Paumen 12, and Carter Cal-
lahan five (three assists).

Cardinals
Last Friday, the team 

hosted the Annandale Car-
dinals and had a rough 
first half, trailing 43-29 at 
the break before dropping 
the contest 82-71. Becker 
played with better determi-
nation in the second half, 
but the Cardinal lead was 
too much to overcome.

The Bulldogs hit just 
seven of 28 shots from be-
yond the arc, while the Car-
dinals were a very efficient 
9-for-15 from long range.  
Both teams spent a consid-
erable amount of time at the 
free throw line, with Becker 
hitting 16 of 23 attempts 

and the Cardinals going 17-
for-27. A total of 43 fouls 
were whistled in the game.

Eric Seavert had a nice 
offensive performance for 
Becker with 24 points in 40 
minutes of action.

Becker scoring: Weiss 
nine (six rebounds), Ber-
glund 10, Hendricks 10, 
Harmoning two, Seavert 
24, Paumen 15 (12 re-
bounds), and Callahan one. 

Vikings
Tuesday night, the 

Bulldogs went on the road 
to North Branch and went 
ice cold in the second half, 
losing 75-53. The game 
was tied at 33 going into 
halftime, but the Vikings 
came out in the second 
half and made their shots 
en route to 42 second half 
points, while the Bulldogs 
could manage just 20. The 
Vikings made 15 field goals 
in the second stanza, while 
Becker hit just seven.

Becker scoring: Weiss 
four, Berglund two, Hen-
dricks 10, Harmoning 
eight, Seavert 13, Paumen 
13, Callahan two, Landen 
Goebel one.

Thursday night, the 
Bulldogs hosted the Cam-
bridge-Isanti Bluejackets, 
while Tuesday night the 
Bemidji Lumberjacks come 
to town.

Bulldog boys tame Wildcats
By Bill Morgan, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

The Big Lake Hornet 
winter sports teams kept 
busy leading up to and 
during the holiday break.

Girls Basketball
The Hornet girls bas-

ketball team went 0-4 in 
their latest games to fall to 
0-13.

Last Tuesday, (Jan. 4) 
they hosted Delano and lost 
by a score of 53-35. Rylie 
Sternquist led all Hornet 
scorers with 18. She also 
had six rebounds, one as-
sist, one steal and one 
blocked shot. Jessie Moyer 
had seven points, nine re-
bounds, four assists and 
two steals.

Jan. 7, they traveled 
to North Branch and lost 
another nail-biter, 45-41. 
Emily Steen led the Hor-
nets with 14 points, seven 
rebounds, three assists and 
five steals. Lexi Moen had 
12 points, one rebound and 
one steal.

North Branch’s Ella 
Kuhlman led all scorers 
with 25 points.

Monday, they hit the 
road for Zimmerman and 
came home empty-handed, 
66-51. Steen had a terrific 
game, scoring 25 points 
while adding 13 rebounds, 
one assist and seven steals 
to the mix. Sternquist had 
eight points and a game-
high 17 rebounds.

The Thunder had four 
scorers reach double digits 
in Samantha Paulsen (17), 
Payton McEachern (16), 
Pressly Haas (12) and Ab-
igail Larson (10).

Tuesday, the girls 
headed to Cambridge-Isanti 
and lost a tough one, 75-32. 
Moen had 10 points in the 
loss while Steen had nine. 

The Bluejacket’s Mi-
kayla Aumer had 29 points 
for C-I.

Boys Basketball
The Hornet boys split 

two games this week, los-
ing at home against North 
Branch last Thursday and 
beating Cambridge-Isanti 
this past Tuesday.

In the 66-55 North 
Branch loss, Big Lake’s 
Kunz scored 15 points to 

lead the Hornets. Kade 
Layton was also in double 
digits with 10. Adam Rehm 
of North Branch led all 
scorers with 23.

In the 82-79 victory 
over C-I, O’Brien topped 
all Hornet scorers with 22. 
Also scoring in double dig-
its were, Kade Layton (16), 
Owen Layton (14), Kunz 
(11) and Stepp (11).

Braden Jones of C-I led 
all scorers with 27.

The Hornets continue 
a home stretch of games 
with a matchup with Breck 
Tuesday before hosting St. 
Francis Friday, Jan. 21.

Boys Hockey
The Becker/Big Lake 

hockey squad went 1-3 this 
past week to bring their re-
cord to 2-10.

Last Thursday, Jan. 6 
the Eagles hosted Pine City 
and lost 6-0. Pine City got a 
goal in the first, three in the 
second and two in the third 
to complete the shutout. 
They had 40 shots com-
pared to 17 for the Eagles.

Last Saturday, BBL 
traveled to Wahpeton and 
came away with a 5-0 vic-
tory. Jase Tobako got he 
first goal on assists from 
Brayden Graning and Jacob 
Polacec. Four minutes later, 
Ben Sellner tallied a short-
handed goal to make it 2-0.

Jack Beckstrom made 
it 3-0 with a goal at 5:09 of 
the second period and fol-
lowed that up with another 
goal five minutes later, as-
sisted by Eli Scheideman 
and Polacec.

Eric Baker topped off 
the scoring at 12:10 with 
a power play goal. assisted 
by Cooper Wright and 
Jacob Dietsch.

The Eagles finished 
with 46 shots on goal com-
pared to just eight for Wah-
peton.

Tuesday, BBL hosted 
Cambridge-Isanti and lost 
10-3.

The Eagles got goals 
from Luke Bordson in the 
first period, Scheideman in 
the second and Dietsch in 
the third.

C-I’s Wyatt Lindell 
had a hat trick in the win 
as they outshot the Eagles 
50-19.

Hornet Sports Capsules...

By Bill Morgan, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

In last week’s photo/
caption of the article titled, 
“Arrow Components Mov-
ing to Big Lake,” the author 
inadvertantly named hus-

band and wife, Jonas and 
Sara DeForrest as the own-
ers when in fact the owners 
are Jonas and Jason DeFor-
rest. The Patriot apologizes 
this error.

Correction
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Classifieds

OAK PARK
CREAMERY

See us for all your feed 
needs. Hubbard, Heims, 
Purina & Oak Park brand 
feeds. Crystalyx tubs. We 
specialize in small orders 
of custom made feed. RR 
Corn $194.00/Bag. EN-
LIST E3 Soybeans $50.00/
Bag.

OAK PARK CREAMERY
16623 Ironwood Rd NE

Oak Park, MN
320-968-7864

Farm Supplies

THE CLASSIC, EDGE & E, 
Outdoor Wood, Pellet & Corn 
by Central Boiler. Take Advan-
tage of The Rebates available 
now, Including Additional Dis-
counts and State Fair Specials 
Give us a call or see us at the 
fair. Class-Act Outdoor Fur-
nace 763-972-6255                              
CLASSACTFURNACE.COM
________________________

Outdoor Furnaces
Adoption

Our dream is adopt a baby .... hap-
pily married couple hoping to bring 
a newborn into our home that’s filled 
with happi-ness and love! Please 
contact us by phone or text: 1-347-
480-9505. View our profile at www.
paulandvaladopt.com (mcn)

ADOPTION. California family 
promises baby loving home, secure 
future, full time mom. Educational 
opportunities, devoted grandpar-
ents, gentle dog. Generous living/
relocation expenses paid. Natalie 
and Carl 1(949)371-6310 or attorney 
1(310)663-3467.(mcn)

Automobiles
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK 
TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. 
Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax Deduct-
ible, Free Towing, All Paperwork 
Taken Care Of. CALL 1-855-977-
7030 (mcn)

DONATE YOUR CAR TO 
CHARITY. Receive maximum 
value of write off for your taxes. 
Running or not! All condi-tions ac-
cepted. Free pickup. Call for details. 
855-752-6680 (mcn)

CASH FOR CARS! We buy all 
cars! Junk, high-end, totaled – it 
doesn’t matter! Get free towing and 
same day cash! NEWER MODELS 
too! Call 1-855-548-5240 (mcn)

Cable / Internet
DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Chan-
nels + $14.95 High Speed Internet. 
Free Installation, Smart HD DVR 
Included, Free Voice Remote. Some 
restrictions apply. Promo Expires 
1/21/22. 1-844-316-8876. (mcn)

DIRECTV for $69.99/mo for 12 
months with CHOICE Package. 
Watch your favorite live sports, 
news & entertainment anywhere. 
One year of HBO Max FREE. Di-
rectv is #1 in Customer Satisfaction 
(JD Power & Assoc.) Call for more 
de-tails!(some restrictions apply) 
Call 1-866-296-1409.(mcn)

Earthlink High Speed Internet. As 
Low As $49.95/month (for the first 3 
months.) Reliable High Speed Fiber 
Optic Technology. Stream Videos, 
Music and More! Call Earthlink 
Today 1-855-679-7096. (mcn)

DISH Network. $64.99 for 190 
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet, 
$19.99/mo. (where available.) 
Switch & Get a FREE $100 Visa 
Gift Card. FREE Voice Remote. 
FREE HD DVR. FREE Streaming 
on ALL Devices. Call today! 1-855-
434-0020 (mcn)

BEST SATELLITE TV with 2 
Year Price Guarantee! $59.99/mo 
with 190 channels and 3 months free 
premium movie channels! Free next 
day installation! Call 855-824-1258. 
(mcn)

Education
COMPUTER & IT TRAINING 
PROGRAM! Train ONLINE to get 
the skills to become a Computer 
& Help Desk Profes-sional now! 
Grants and Scholarships available 
for certain programs for qualified 
applicants. Call CTI for details! 
1-844-843-2771 (mcn)

TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDI-
CAL BILLING!  Become a Med-
ical Office Professional online at 
CTI!  Get Trained, Certified & ready 
to work in months!  Call 833-751-
0776. (M-F 8am-6pm ET) (mcn)

Employment/Help Wanted

CLASS A TRUCK DRIVER. 
North Central region. Could earn 
over $80,000. No touch freight. 
Good benefits. All miles paid. Nice 
equipment. Experience needed. 
Call 507-437-9905. Apply on-line 
WWW.MCFGTL.COM (mcn)

Financial
STOP worrying! SilverBills elim-
inates the stress and hassle of bill 
payments. All household bills guar-
anteed to be paid on time, as long 
as appropriate funds are available. 
Computer not necessary. Call for a 
FREE trial or a custom quote today. 
SilverBills 1-866-918-0981(mcn)

Health & Medical
Green Roads’ Pain Relief Cream. 
Great for backaches, arthritis, mus-
cle aches & more. Get pain relief 
exactly where you need it most. Use 
code: PAIN to get three FREE gifts! 
Visit http://greencbdtoday.com/mid-
west (mcn)

Stroke and Cardiovascular disease 
are leading causes of death, accord-
ing to the American Heart Associa-
tion. Screenings can provide peace 
of mind or early detection! Contact 
Life Line Screening to schedule your 
screening. Special offer - 5 screen-
ings for just $149. Call 1-866-742-
7290 (mcn)

Portable Oxygen Concentrator 
May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mobil-
ity with the compact de-sign and 
long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 844-716-
2411.(mcn)

50 Blue Pills for only $99.00! Plus 
S&H. Discreet, Save $500.00 Now! 
Call Today. 1-855-917-5790 (mcn)

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 350 plus 
procedures. Real dental insurance 
- NOT just a discount plan. Do not 
wait! Call now! Get your FREE 
Dental Information Kit with all 
the details! 1-855-973-9175 www.
dental50plus.com/https://www.den-
tal50plus.com/midwest #6258 (mcn)

Aloe Care Health, medical alert 
system. The most advanced med-
ical alert product on the market. 
Voice-activated! No wi-fi needed! 
Special offer! Call and mention offer 
code CARE20 to get $20 off Mobile 
Companion. Call today! 1-855-654-
1926. (mcn)

Income Opportunites
Become a published author! Pub-
lications sold at all major secular 
& specialty Christian bookstores. 
CALL Christian Faith Publishing 
for your FREE author submission 
kit. 1-888-981-5761 (mcn)

Miscellaneous
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 10% 
Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-855-577-1268. Promo Code 285. 
(mcn)

GENERAC Standby Generators 
provide backup power during utility 
power outages, so your home and 
family stay safe and comfortable. 
Prepare now. Free 7-year extended 
warranty ($695 value!). Request a 
free quote today! Call for additional 
terms and conditions. 1-877-228-

5789 (mcn)

Wesley Financial Group, LLC 
Timeshare Cancellation Experts. 
Over $50,000,000 in timeshare debt 
and fees cancelled in 2019. Get free 
informational package and learn 
how to get rid of your timeshare! 
Free consultations. Over 450 pos-
itive reviews. Call 877-326-1608. 
(mcn)

Looking for assisted living, mem-
ory care, or independent living? A 
Place for Mom simplifies the process 
of finding senior living at no cost to 
your family. Call 1-877-580-3710 
today! (mcn)

The Generac PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery storage system. SAVE 
money, reduce your reliance on the 
grid, prepare for power outages and 
power your home. Full installation 
services available. $0 Down Financ-
ing Option. Request a FREE, no 
obligation, quote today. Call 1-877-
381-3059. (mcn)

LONG DISTANCE MOVING: 
Call today for a FREE QUOTE 
from America’s Most Trusted Inter-
state Movers. Let us take the stress 
out of moving! Speak to a Reloca-
tion Specialist, call 877-327-0795. 
(mcn)

FREE AUTO INSURANCE 
QUOTES for uninsured and insured 
drivers. Let us show you how much 
you can save! Call 855-995-2382 
(mcn)

NEED NEW FLOORING? Call 
Empire Today® to schedule a 
FREE in-home estimate on Carpet-
ing & Flooring. Call Today! 844-
785-0305 (mcn)

UPDATE YOUR HOME with 
Beautiful New Blinds & Shades. 
FREE in-home estimates make 
it convenient to shop from home. 
Professional installation. Top qual-
ity - Made in the USA. Call for free 
consultation: 866-970-3073. Ask 
about our specials! (mcn)

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. 
EASY, ONE DAY updates! We 
specialize in safe bathing. Grab bars, 
no slip flooring & seated showers. 
Call for a free in-home consultation: 
855-836-2250. (mcn)

Never Pay For Covered Home Re-
pairs Again! Complete Care Home 
Warranty COVERS ALL MAJOR 
SYSTEMS AND APPLIANCES. 
30 DAY RISK FREE. $200.00 OFF 
+ 2 FREE Months! 1-844-596-1237. 
Hours Mon-Thu, Sun : 9:30 am to 
8:00pm Fri : 9:30 am to 2:00 pm (all 
times Eastern). (mcn)

Need IRS Relief $10K - $125K+ 
Get Fresh Start or Forgiveness Call 
1-877-258-1647 Monday through 
Friday 7AM-5PM PST(mcn)

Want To Buy
PAYING TOP CA$H FOR 
MEN’S SPORT WATCHES! 
Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek 
Philippe, Heuer, Daytona, GMT, 
Submariner, Speedmaster.. Call: 
866-314-9742. (mcn)

TOP CA$H PAID FOR OLD 
GUITARS! 1920-1980 Gibson, 
Martin, Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone, 
Guild, Mosrite, Rick-enbacker, Prai-
rie State, D’Angelico, Stromberg. 
And Gibson Mandolins / Banjos. 
866-470-1643. (mcn)

Wanted: Antique Bicycles from 
1930’s-50’s. Deluxe or unusual 
models with horn tanks, headlights, 
etc. Also buying Schwinn Stingray 
bikes from 1960’s-70’s. Top prices 
paid. Will pick up anywhere. 309-
645-4623 (mcn)

DESKTOPS AND LAPTOP 
REPAIR. On-site or drop off. 
Computer cleanup - upgrades. 
Big Lake, 763-263-7070.
________________________

Computers

FREE
ADULT BASIC ED & GED

CLASSES
GED Test Preparation

It’s never too late to learn!

Call Community Ed for more 
information 763-261-4506

Tuesdays from 6-8:30 PM
Becker High School Library

(Enter Door #11)
No need to Pre-Register,

 just come to class!

Adult Basic Ed. Minnesota Newspaper Association Classifieds

MURPHY
CHEVROLET

New & Used Cars & Trucks
(320) 968-6239

www.murphychevrolet.com

Automotive

220 USED CARS to choose 
from. We also BUY used cars. 
Guaranteed Approval! Brandl 
Auto Connection, 559 Hwy 10, 
St. Cloud (next to the red barn 
Dairy Queen). 320-229-1900. 
Apply online at: 
www.BrandlAutoConnection.com
________________________

Used Cars

Young @ Heart

3rd Thurs. Each MonTh, 
11:30 Lunch and PrograM
rEjoicE LuThEran church 

cLEarwaTEr, Mn

Seniors

STUDIO 
APARTMENT

In Becker for rent De-
cember 1st at Pineview 
Apartments. Clean, quiet 
& well maintained. $595/
month, includes water, 
heat, garbage, & parking 
space. Requirements for 
rent are based on a full 
background check, no 
prior evictions or crimi-
nal record. Minimum re-
quirements of income & 
rental history apply. 

No pets. 
If interested call Todd at 
612-616-0984.

Studio Apartment

Game Time

January - Sherburne County - Health & Human Services - Classes are as follows:
Car Seat Distribution Classes
Sherburne County Government Center, 13880 Business Center Drive NW, Elk River.  We offer a class 
twice a month. If eligible, residents of Sherburne County can receive a car seat for a $20 suggested donation. 
Call to find out income guidelines (families who are on WIC or children on medical assistance are automat-
ically eligible). Call to schedule or more information, 763-765-4112 or 1-800-433-5239.
First Steps Central MN Personal Nurses
Benton, Sherburne, Stearns and Wright County have a team of Personal Nurses who connect with families 
that are pregnant or recently had a baby. Our Nurses offer support and information to be the best parent 
you can be, have a safe, loving home for you and your baby, connect to resources in your community to get 
things needed for your baby, and find ways to continue your education and develop job skills. The program 
is at no cost to you. Call 763-276-0441 or visit www.firststepscentralmn.org for more information.
HIV testing
Free and confidential testing is available by appointment at: Sherburne County Health and Human Services, 
13880 Business Center Drive, Elk River, MN 55330. Contact our HIV tester at 763-765-4000.
Immunization/ Covid-19 Vaccine Tuesdays
Sherburne County Public Health is offering free Covid-19 Vaccine, and offering free or low cost immuni-
zations for children 18 years of age or younger and uninsured or underinsured adults 19 years and older in 
Minnesota who meet eligibility guidelines on Tuesdays from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.  Call for an appointment or 
more information, 763-765-4000 or 1-800-433-5239.
Outreach in St. Cloud
The Sherburne County Wellness bus will be in St. Cloud at CashWise (East) on the 2nd and 4th Wednesday 
of every month from 9:30-3pm.  HHS staff will answer questions about public assistance programs and as-
sist Sherburne County residents in applying for, or maintaining, benefits.  Need Help with Food, Child Care, 
Medical Assistance, Housing, Utility Disconnects, Evictions?  Come see us, no appointment necessary!
WIC (Women, Infants & Children): is for women who are pregnant, breastfeeding, recently had a baby, 
infants and children to their 5th birthday.  WIC provides nutrition education, breastfeeding support, healthy 
foods and referrals to health services/community resources. The service is free, and you or your children 
may be eligible.  For more information, please call 763-765-4116 or 1-800-433-5239, or check out the web-
site http://www.co.sherburne.mn.us/hhs/wic.php.  The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
prohibits discrimination in the administration of its programs. WIC is an equal opportunity provider.

 

RSVP / The Volunteer Bridge
Tri-CAP Tax Site Greeter – Provide customer 
support for taxpayers, answer basic questions, as-
sist in traffic flow at the tax clinic. No previous tax 
experience is necessary. Tax season 1/31/2022 – 
4/15/2022.
Tri-CAP Individual Tax Preparer – Work with 
Tri-Cap clients to prepare their income taxes and/or 
renter’s returns, identify important tax credits and 
help to get the best refund possible. Meet one of 
the following criteria: experience filing your own 

return, taken a college level tax law or tax account-
ing course or work in the accounting field. Training 
on tax laws and software provided in January. Tax 
season 1/31/2022 – 4/15/2022. 
Tri-CAP Individual Tax Reviewer – Review 
of tax returns prepared by Tri-Cap volunteer tax 
preparers and ensure that tax returns are accurate. 
Reviewer ensures that customers are receiving 
all eligible tax credits. Compile completed return 
packet to be given back to customer. Strong back-
ground in individual income tax required, with 
knowledge of low-income tax preferred. Tax sea-
son 1/31/2022 – 4/15/2022.

If you are interested in volunteering in these 
or other opportunities, please contact: 

AmeriCorps Seniors RSVP 763-635-4505 
heather.brooks@ci.stcloud.mn.us 

SherburneUnitedWay.org/Volunteer

Apartments

Annandale
Square Apts
Quality Affordable 
Apartment Living
Family & Senior Units 

Available. Income 
Restrictions Apply. 

On-Site Laundry, Car Plug 
Ins, Heat Incl, Play Area.

320-274-5206
Lisa

Equal Housing Opportunity

 

Do you

Need Nursing Care 
in your home?

Want to remain in
Your Home?

Deserve Compassion, 
Experience 

and Professionalism?

Private Duty In-Home
Nursing Care

Licensed – Certified- Insured

Kathy’s
    Kares

Call 763-333-4913

Nursing Care

To Place A 
Classified Ad

Call the
Patriot

763-275-0275

                                     Week of January 16, 2022             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

MISCELLANEOUS

SAVE MONEY!
Call your local newspaper 

or MNA 800-279-2979
to  nd out how you can save 

money by placing your 
advertisement here!

ADOPTIONS

WANTED TO BUY

EMPLOYMENT

MISCELLANEOUS

FARM EQUIPMENT

PERMITTING AND
INSTALLATION MANAGER

Grow with the leading inclined eleva-
tor manufacturer. Manage permitting and 
installations. Full-time. Some travel in 
Minnesota and Wisconsin. MN or WI limit-
ed master constructor license or greater re-
quired. Marine Innovations 888/334-4666,
i n f o @ m a r i n e i n n o v a t i o n s . c o m

SPECIAL EDUCATION 
MIDDLE SCHOOL TEACHER 

New London-Spicer Schools. MN Spe-
cial Education License required. EBD 
License preferred. For more information 
see: www.nls.k12.mn.us/employment 

SPECIAL EDUCATION 
ELEMENTARY TEACHER 

New London-Spicer Schools. MN Spe-
cial Education License required. EBD 
License preferred. For more information 
see: www.nls.k12.mn.us/employment 

WE BUY HARVESTER SILOS 
Take down Stave Silos (charge). 
We scrap old combines. For Sale: 
Aronia Berries by the pound (good 
for immune system) 952/292-5255

CALIFORNIA NURSERY 
AWAITS NEWBORN 

Promise secure future, devoted grand-
parents, educational opportunities, 
gentle dog. Generous living/relo-
cation expenses paid. Natalie/Carl 
949/371-6310 or attorney 310/663-3467

WANTED: ALL 1970S 
MOTORCYCLES 

Running or not. Titled or not. Cash 
in exchange. Sell now while prices 
are high! Call Dan at 612/720-2142

DONATE YOUR CAR 
truck or boat to Heritage For The 
Blind. Free 3-day vacation, tax 
deductible, free towing, all paper-
work taken care of 844/220-9501 

DISH NETWORK $64.99 
for 190 Channels! Blazing fast inter-
net, $19.99/mo. (where available.) 
Switch & get a FREE $100 Visa gift 
card. FREE voice remote. FREE 
HD DVR. FREE streaming on ALL 
devices. Call today! 855/562-4309

THE COVID CRISIS 
has cost us all something. Many have 
lost jobs and  nancial security. Have 
$10K In Debt? Credit Cards. Medi-
cal Bills. Car Loans. Call National 
Debt Relief! We can help! Get a FREE 
debt relief quote: Call 844/205-5439

LOOKING FOR 
ASSISTED LIVING

memory care, or independent living? 
A Place for Mom simpli es the pro-
cess of  nding senior living at no cost to 
your family. Call 888/715-1720  today!

THE GENERAC PWRCELL 
A solar plus battery storage system. Save 
money, reduce your reliance on the grid, 
prepare for power outages and power your 
home. Full installation services available. $0 
Down  nancing option. Request a free, no 
obligation quote today. Call 888/913-5895 
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Clear Lake / 
Clearwater Area 

Organizations
Clear Lake Legion 

Meets the second Tues. of the month at Palmer Twp. Hall. The 
Legion will meet at 7pm. New members are always welcome. Bud 
Stimmler at (320) 761-5793.

Clear Lake Lions 
Meets the first & third Tues. of the month at 4180 

105th Ave., Clear Lake at 7:30pm. Please contact any Lions  
member or one of the officers listed on our website:  
www.clearlakelionsmn.org

Clear Valley Business Connections
Meets quarterly on the 2nd Thurs. of the month from 

11:30am-1pm at various locations. Glenna Soenneker, President,  
(320) 267-4361, clearvalleybc@gmail.com.

Clearwater AA/Al-Anon
Meets at 7pm, Sun. night at Clearwater United Method-

ist Church, 405 Main St. Clearwater. (320) 310-1399 for AA  or 
(320) 558-6613 for Al-Anon.

Clearwater AA Meeting
Meets Mon. nights, 7pm at Rejoice Lutheran Church, 1155 CR 

75, Clearwater. (612) 801-7317.

Clearwater Area Friends of the Library
Clearwater Area Friends of the Library are currently  

accepting donations of gently used books, DVDs & CDs 
for their used bookstore located in the Clearwater Library.  
Donations are tax deductible & can be dropped off at the Clearwater 
Library.

Textbooks, dictionaries, encyclopedias, outdated  
medical books, magazines, & moldy books cannot be ac-
cepted. All proceeds from the sale of used books are used to  
support the programs, services & equipment of the Clearwater Li-
brary.

Clearwater American Legion Post 323 & Auxiliary
Clearwater Legion meetings are held the second Thurs. of the 

month. Auxiliary 6:30pm, S.A.L. at 7pm, Legion 7:30pm. Clearwater 
Legion, Clearwater.

Clearwater/Clear Lake Food Shelf
Open Mon. 5:30-7pm, Tues. 9-11am & 6-8pm, Wed. 

3-5pm & in the brown Lions Community Building be-
neath the water tower in Clearwater.  We service residents of  
Clearwater & Clear Lake.

Clearwater Narcotics Anonymous 
 Meets at 7pm, Wed. night at Clearwater United  

Methodist Church, 405 Main St. Clearwater. (612) 607-4484.

Free Grace Recovery
Sun. 6-8pm at Clear Lake Town Hall, 7684 1st Ave. W. Clear 

Lake. A light meal will be served at 6pm. Everyone is welcome. 
Justin or Renee at (612) 384-9069.

Lions Club of Clearwater
 Meets second Tues. of the month at 8pm. Clearwater Lions 

Pavilion. www.clearwaterlionsmn.com

Young @ Heart
Community Young@Heart will meet on the third Thurs. of 

every month at Rejoice Lutheran Church, 1155 Co. Rd. 75, Clear-
water, MN. Join us: 10:30 to meet & greet old & new friends, 11:30 
lunch (suggested donation), 12pm program.

 Miscellaneous 
Organization

Every Child Deserves a Family! WE NEED YOU!
Sherburne County is recruiting Foster Homes! Family Foster 

Care offers a temporary home until children can be safetly reunited 
with their families or achieve permanency through kinship care or 
adoption. Foster Care is the 24-hour care of a child in a home that 
meets the child’s basic need for food, shelter, clothing, medical & 
dental care, privacy, safety, & adult supervision.

Children enter Foster Care whose families are  
experiencing difficulties, have special medical, emotional, or devel-
opmental needs or who struggle with their own issues such as mental 
health, behavior, or truancy. Foster Care is the least restrictive out-of-
home placement option & most likely a family setting.

Please contact: Chelsea Doherty  763) 765-4033 or  
chelsea.doherty@co.sherburne.mn.us. 

FREE - Advocates for Independence
 First & third Wed. of the month 2-4pm at Independent 

Lifestyles, 215 North Benton Drive, Sauk Rapids. Make a  
difference in your community for people w/disabilities.  
Michele Pelka (320) 281-2042.  All abilities are welcome to attend.

FREE - The Saint Cloud Area Parkinson’s Disease 
(PD) Support Group invites you to “Coffee &  

Conversation” the last Wed. monthly at 10am at Edgewood 
Living 677 Brianna Drive, Sartell. Meetings are open to those 
diagnosed w/PD, their families, caregivers, & the general  
public. Group provides support, education, & awareness about the  
disease. Bobbi (320) 281-3343.  

Mental Health Discussion Group
Meets Mon., 6-7pm at Independent Lifestyles, 215 N. Benton 

Dr., Sauk Rapids. This is a free group, everyone is welcome. Ricky 
(320) 281-2025.

Parkinson’s Disease Support Group
Meets third Mon. of the month, from 1-2:30pm at ILICIL  

Independent Lifestyles, 215 N. Benton Dr., Sauk Rapids. This free 
group provides support, education, & awareness about the disease. 
Independent Lifestyles at (320) 529-9000.

Rivers of Hope
Advocates for ending family violence, is a non-profit  

community based agency offering advocacy, support, education 
& referral services for victims of family violence. Working in  
partnerships w/schools, law enforcement, social service agencies 
& the court system in Sherburne & Wright Co. (763) 295-3433 or 
1-800-439-2642 or info@riversofhope.org. Free & confidential. 
Phones answered 24/7.

Volunteer as a Foster Grandparent 
Local schools & organizations need caring adults like you!  

Orientation, training & ongoing support are provided. Pat Braun 
(612) 390-0617.

Wright County Community Action
You have been affected & are having or 

are anticipating having difficulity paying your  
mortgage, WCCA is here to help you navigate your options & keep your 
home. To speak with a homeownership advisor, call Wright County  
Community Action at (320) 963-6500 ext. 238 today.  
Services are unbiased, confidential & free of charge. 

Upcoming Big Lake Events
Big Lake Lioness Club - American Red Cross 

The American Red Cross has issued an EMERGENCY BLOOD 
SHORTAGE APPEAL. This was issued many weeks ago & proceeds 
to get worse. This is about as serious as it gets. We have less than a 
day supply at this point. This is very dangerous for the safety of the 
patients who depend on us. The best thing that we can do is fill our 
schedules with good appointments & focus on Power Red donations. 

The Lions Club of Big Lake Lioness is sponsoring a bloodmo-
bile at MOV Catholic Church on Mon., Jan. 17, 2022 from 12noon-
6pm. To make an appointment to donate visit www.redcross.org & 
schedule NOW!

Upcoming Clearwater Events
Young @ Heart 

Jan. 20, 2022, Rejoice Lutheran Church, Clearwater MN.  
Please call the church office at (320) 558-6851 or notify rejoice@
rejoicelutheranchurch via email to let us you are coming, & we will 
then have a meal for everyone. 10:30am. for coffee, conversation, & 
cards. Lunch will be served at 11:30am., with the program to follow. 

Paul & Cherise Neustrom will provide this month’s program. 
They will tell us about finding each other at age 60, Paul’s book now 
being published, & Cherise will sing & play some music for us. We 
look forward to seeing you!

Upcoming Stearns Co. Events
Stearns History Museum 

Whippersnapper Hour: Go Inside Your Phone! For children 
ages 7-13, Nonmembers: $3, Members: Free Trying out some of 
those aging old relics like a typewriter, rotary phone, CD player, 
tape player. old camera with film & more!

Sat., Jan. 22, 10-11am. Call (320) 253-8424 or info@stea-
rns-museum.org to register!

Announcements
This Week’s Calendar Events:

Sun. - Jan. 16, 2021:
 » National Quinoa Day
 » Religious Freedom Day
 » Civil Service Created: Anniversary, 1883
 » US Surgeon General Declares Cigarettes Hazard-

ous: Anniversary, 1964
Mon. - Jan. 17, 2021:
 » BHS: No School - MLK Day
 » BLS: No School
 » CVS: No School - MLK Holiday
 » Martin Luther King, Jr. Day (observed)
 » Benjamin Franklin: Birth Anniversary, 1706
 » PGA of American Founded: 1916
 » Moon Phase: Full Wolf Moon

Tues. - Jan. 18, 2021:
 » BLS: No School
 » CVS: No School - Professional Development
 » National Peking Duck Day
 » National Thesaurus Day

Wed. - Jan. 19, 2021:
 » World Quark Day
 » National Popcorn Day

Thurs. - Jan. 20, 2021:
 » National Cheese Lovers Day
 » Kentucky Press Association Winter Convention 

(1/20-1/21)
 » Sundance Film Festival (1/20-1/30)
 » Aquarius, The Water Carrier (1/20-2/18)

Fri. - Jan. 21, 2021:
 » National Granola Bar Day
 » Natioanl Hugging Day™
 » Kiwanis International Anniversary

Sat. - Jan. 22, 2022:
 » National Blonde Brownie (Blondie) Day
 » Queen Victoria: Death Anniversary, 1897
 » Westminster Dog Show at Madison Square Gar-

den (1/22-1/26) 
(Becker Schools=BS 

Becker High School=BHS   
Becker Middle School=BMS  

Becker Intermediate School=BIS 
 Early Childhood Family Education=ECFE

Big Lake School=BLS 
Clearview School=CVS)

   

 
 
  

 
   
 
   
  
  

Becker Area Senior 
Center (BASC) 

Upcoming Events
BASC at Becker 

Community Center (BCC) 
Mon., Jan. 17: Open All 
Day; 5am-Coffee’s on;   
10am-Cribbage; MLK Day
Tues., Jan. 18: 9am-Cof-
fee, Conversation, Cards; 
11:30am-Potluck Birthday 
Lunch with music by Tami 
& the Bachelor-variety old 
country, 60’s, Gershwin
Wed., Jan. 19: Open All Day; 
5am-Coffee’s on; 1pm-Ac-
tivity Meeting; 3pm BASC 
Board Meeting
Thurs., Jan. 20: 9am-Cof-
fee, Conversation, Cards; 
11:30am-Tech Help with 
Jade-in person weather per-
mitting, otherwise virtual 
Learn about iPads & tablet
Fri., Jan. 21: BCC Open 
all Day; 5am-Coffee’s On; 
11:30am-Lunch on the Run-
Meet at Brickyard

Becker Community Center: 
763-200-4271

BASC Coordinator: 
Carol Brunn

Activity Coordinator: 
Pat Throlson

Blood Pressure available 
whenever BASC is open  

Send activity/class 
opportunities to: 

basc.becker@gmail.com

 
Big Lake Senior 

Center
The Big Lake Senior 

Club meets Tues., 1-4pm, 
Big Lake City Hall, 160 
Lake St. North. 

We would love to have 
you join us for card games, 
refreshments  & conversa-
tion. 

For More Information 
Call: 

(763) 309-1010 and/or
(763) 263-7134

ANNOUNCE YOUR 
FREE EVENT!

DEADLINE IS NOON 
ON WEDNESDAY

763-275-0275Public Notices
Big Lake Public Notices

BOARD HIGHLIGHTS
This represents a summary of the Work Session of the Board 

of Education of Big Lake Public Schools #727. A complete set of 
minutes will be on file at the District Office and on our website
at www.biglakeschools.org upon Board approval.
I. CALL TO ORDER 

The Work Session of the Board of Education of Independent 
School District No. 727, Big Lake Schools was called to 
order on January 6, 2022.

II. ROLL CALL 
All Board members were present.

III. CALENDAR DISCUSSION 
Superintendent Truebenbach reviewed the calendars for 
22-23 and 23-24.

IV. SUPERINTENDENT EVALUATION/GOALS 
Superintendent Truebenbach talked about goals and time-
frame for review.

V. STRATEGIC PLAN PROCESS DISCUSSION 
Superintendent Truebenbach and the Board discussed the 
process to update the plan.

VI. ADJOURNMENT 
A passed to adjourn the meeting.

(Published in the Patriot: 01/15/22).

BOARD HIGHLIGHTS
This represents a summary of the Special Meeting of the Board 

of Education of Big Lake Public Schools #727. A complete set of 
minutes will be on file at the District Office and on our website at
www.biglakeschools.org upon Board approval.
I. CALL TO ORDER 

The Special Meeting of the Board of Education of Indepen-
dent School District No. 727, Big Lake Schools was called 
to order on January 6, 2022.

II. ROLL CALL 
All Board members were present.

III. APPROVE BOND SALE 
A motion passed to approve the following resolution: 
RESOLUTION RELATING TO $30,000,000 GENERAL 
OBLIGATION SCHOOL BUILDING BONDS, SERIES 
2022A; AUTHORIZING ISSUANCE, AWARDING 
SALE, PRESCRIBING THE FORM ANDDETAILS 
AND PROVIDING FOR THE PAYMENT THEREOF

IV. ROOFING BID ACCEPTANCE 
A motion passed to approve the roofing bids.

V. APPROVE TEACHER CONTRACT 
A motion passed to approve the changes to the 21-23 and 
23-25 contracts as presented.

VI. FUNDRAISER APPROVAL 
A motion passed to approve the fundraiser.

VII. ADJOURNMENT 
A motion passed to adjourn the meeting.

(Published in the Patriot: 01/15/22).

BOARD HIGHLIGHTS
This represents a summary of the Organizational Meeting of 

the Board of Education of Big Lake Public Schools #727. A com-
plete set of minutes will be on file at the District Office and on our 
website at www.biglakeschools.org upon Board approval.
I. CALL TO ORDER 

The Organizational Meeting of the Board of Education 
of Independent School District No. 727, Big Lake Public 
Schools was called to order on January 6, 2022.

II. ROLL CALL 
All Board members were present.

III. APPROVE AGENDA 
A motion passed to approve the agenda.

IV. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
V. ORGANIZATION FOR 2022 

A. Chair: Reasoner elected Chair. 
B. Clerk: Scales elected Clerk. 
C. Treasurer: Sixberry elected Treasurer.

VI. BOARD MEETING SCHEDULE 
A motion passed to approve the meeting dates.

VII. DESIGNATION OF OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER 
A motion passed to designate the Patriot as the official 
newspaper.

VIII. DESIGNATION OF DEPOSITORY FOR SCHOOL 
FUNDS 
A motion passed to designate Old National Bank and any 
other as determined as depository of school funds.

IX. COMPENSATION FOR SCHOOL BOARD MEMBERS 
A motion passed for Board members compensation to in-
crease from $65.00 to $75.00 for regular/special meetings 
and committees. Meetings exceeding four hours will remain 
at $110.00. Yearly stipend for Board Chair will increase 
from $600.00 to $700.00 and from $400.00 to $500.00 for 
Treasurer.

X. APPROVE USE OF FACSIMILE SIGNATURE STAMP 
FOR BOARD MEMBERS SIGNING CHECKS 
A motion passed to approve the 2022 facsimile signature 
stamps for Chair, Treasurer, and Clerk.

XI. ELECTRONIC FUNDS TRANSFER 
A motion passed to approve the Director of Business Ser-
vices, Accountant, Compensation Coordinator, Payroll Spe-
cialist, and Superintendent to make electronic fund transfers 
on behalf of Big Lake Schools.

XII. COMMITTEE REPRESENTATION 
A motion passed to approve the Board committee and Board 
representation assignments.

XIII. LEGAL COUNSEL 
A motion passed to approve the legal counsel of Ratwik, 
Roszak & Maloney on an as needed basis by the Superinten-
dent or Board’s discretion.

XIV. SET MILEAGE REIMBURSEMENT RATE 
A motion passed to approve the IRS mileage reimbursement 
rate of 58.5 cents per mile for 2022.

XV. MEMBERSHIPS IN ORGANIZATIONS 
A motion passed to approve the memberships to Minnesota 
School Boards Association, Schools for Equity in Education, 
Central Minnesota Education Research and Development 
Council, Minnesota State High School League, and Re-
source Training and Solutions for 2022.

XVI. ADJOURNMENT 
A motion passed to adjourn the meeting.

(Published in the Patriot: 01/15/22).
Ann Lake Improvement Club

An aeration system creating open water and thin ice will begin 
operation on Ann Lake in Sherburne, Co., Orrock Township, T34, 
R27S22 on or after Jan 20, 2022. Weather conditions may cause 
the areas of thin ice and open water to fluctuate greatly. Stay clear 
of the marked area.
(Published in the Patriot: 01/15/22).

Ann Lake Improvement Club Notices

Assumed Names
Office of the Minnesota 

Secretary of State
Certificate of Assumed Name

Minnesota Statutes, 
Chapter 333

The filing of an assumed name 
does not provide a user with exclu-
sive rights to that name. The filing 
is required for consumer protection 
in order to enable customers to be 
able to identify the true owner of 
a business.
ASSUMED NAME: Hill Dilly 
Whiskey Company
PRINCIPAL PLACE OF BUSI-
NESS: 1607 S 12th Street Princ-
eton MN 55371 United States
NAMEHOLDER(S):
Name: 
United States Distilled Products 
Co.
Address: 
1607 S 12th Street Princeton MN 
55371 United States

If you submit an attachment, it 
will be incorporated into this doc-
ument. If the attachment conflicts 
with the information specifically 
set forth in this document, this 
document supersedes the data ref-
erenced in the attachment.

By typing my name, I, the un-
dersigned, certify that I am sign-
ing this document as the person 
whose signature is required, or 
as agent of the person(s) whose 
signature would be required who 
has authorized me to sign this 
document on his/her behalf, or in 
both capacities. I further certify 
that I have completed all required 
fields, and that the information in 
this document is true and correct 
and in compliance with the appli-
cable chapter of Minnesota Stat-
utes. I understand that by signing 
this document I am subject to the 
penalties of perjury as set forth in 
Section 609.48 as if I had signed 
this document under oath.
SIGNED BY: Patricia Pelzer
MAILING ADDRESS: None Pro-
vided
EMAIL FOR OFFICIAL NO-
TICES: govtregs@usdp.com
Work Item: 1282957000027
Original File Number: 
1282957000027
STATE OF MINNESOTA
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 
OF STATE
FILED
12/29/2021
11:59 PM
/s/ Steve Simon
Secretary of State
(Published in the Patriot: 01/08/22; 
01/15/22).
___________________________

Office of the Minnesota 
Secretary of State

Certificate of Assumed Name
Minnesota Statutes, 

Chapter 333
The filing of an assumed name 

does not provide a user with exclu-
sive rights to that name. The filing 
is required for consumer protection 
in order to enable customers to be 
able to identify the true owner of 
a business.
ASSUMED NAME: Trio Digital 
Media Group
PRINCIPAL PLACE OF BUSI-
NESS: 14054 Bank Street / PO 
Box 458 Becker MN 55308 USA
NAMEHOLDER(S):
Name: 
Patriot News MN, LLC
Address: 
14054 Bank Street / PO Box 458 
Becker MN 55308 USA

If you submit an attachment, it 
will be incorporated into this doc-
ument. If the attachment conflicts 
with the information specifically 
set forth in this document, this 
document supersedes the data ref-
erenced in the attachment.

By typing my name, I, the un-
dersigned, certify that I am sign-
ing this document as the person 
whose signature is required, or 
as agent of the person(s) whose 
signature would be required who 
has authorized me to sign this 
document on his/her behalf, or in 
both capacities. I further certify 
that I have completed all required 
fields, and that the information in 
this document is true and correct 
and in compliance with the appli-
cable chapter of Minnesota Stat-
utes. I understand that by signing 
this document I am subject to the 
penalties of perjury as set forth in 
Section 609.48 as if I had signed 
this document under oath.
SIGNED BY: Christopher S 
Meyer/CFO
MAILING ADDRESS: None Pro-
vided
EMAIL FOR OFFICIAL NO-
TICES: Excluded
Work Item: 1268872500039
Original File Number: 
1268872500039
STATE OF MINNESOTA
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 
OF STATE
FILED
11/18/2021
11:59 PM
/s/ Steve Simon
Secretary of State
(Published in the Patriot: 01/08/22; 
01/15/22).
___________________________www.patriotnewsmn.com
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Public Notices
Office of the Minnesota 

Secretary of State
Certificate of Assumed Name

Minnesota Statutes, 
Chapter 333

The filing of an assumed 
name does not provide a user with 
exclusive rights to that name. The 
filing is required for consumer 
protection in order to enable cus-
tomers to be able to identify the 
true owner of a business.
ASSUMED NAME: Deer Love 
Candles
PRINCIPAL PLACE OF BUSI-
NESS: 7817 Center Street Clear 
Lake MN 55319 United States
NAMEHOLDER(S):
Name: 
Angie Deering
Address: 
7817 Center Street Clear Lake 
MN 55319 United States

If you submit an attachment, it 
will be incorporated into this doc-
ument. If the attachment conflicts 
with the information specifically 
set forth in this document, this 
document supersedes the data ref-
erenced in the attachment.

By typing my name, I, the un-
dersigned, certify that I am sign-
ing this document as the person 
whose signature is required, or 
as agent of the person(s) whose 
signature would be required who 
has authorized me to sign this 
document on his/her behalf, or in 
both capacities. I further certify 
that I have completed all required 
fields, and that the information in 
this document is true and correct 
and in compliance with the appli-
cable chapter of Minnesota Stat-
utes. I understand that by signing 
this document I am subject to the 
penalties of perjury as set forth in 
Section 609.48 as if I had signed 
this document under oath.
SIGNED BY: Angie Deering
MAILING ADDRESS: None Pro-
vided
EMAIL FOR OFFICIAL NO-
TICES: angiedeering@live.com
Work Item: 1285748100026
Original File Number: 
1285748100026
STATE OF MINNESOTA
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 
OF STATE
FILED
01/03/2022
11:59 PM
/s/ Steve Simon
Secretary of State
(Published in the Patriot: 
01/08/22; 01/15/22).
___________________________

Office of the Minnesota 
Secretary of State

Certificate of Assumed Name
Minnesota Statutes, 

Chapter 333
The filing of an assumed 

name does not provide a user with 
exclusive rights to that name. The 
filing is required for consumer 
protection in order to enable cus-
tomers to be able to identify the 
true owner of a business.
ASSUMED NAME: Mijo’s Casa 
Cantina
PRINCIPAL PLACE OF BUSI-
NESS: 1607 S 12th Street Princ-
eton MN 55371 United States
NAMEHOLDER(S):
Name: 
United States Distilled Products 
Co.
Address: 
1607 S 12th Street Princeton MN 
55371 United States

If you submit an attachment, it 
will be incorporated into this doc-
ument. If the attachment conflicts 
with the information specifically 
set forth in this document, this 
document supersedes the data ref-
erenced in the attachment.

By typing my name, I, the un-
dersigned, certify that I am sign-
ing this document as the person 
whose signature is required, or 
as agent of the person(s) whose 
signature would be required who 
has authorized me to sign this 
document on his/her behalf, or in 
both capacities. I further certify 
that I have completed all required 
fields, and that the information in 
this document is true and correct 
and in compliance with the appli-
cable chapter of Minnesota Stat-
utes. I understand that by signing 
this document I am subject to the 
penalties of perjury as set forth in 
Section 609.48 as if I had signed 
this document under oath.
SIGNED BY: Patricia Pelzer
MAILING ADDRESS: None Pro-
vided
EMAIL FOR OFFICIAL NO-
TICES: govtregs@usdp.com
Work Item: 1287449400029
Original File Number: 
1287449400029
STATE OF MINNESOTA
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 
OF STATE
FILED
01/07/2022
11:59 PM
/s/ Steve Simon
Secretary of State
(Published in the Patriot: 
01/15/22; 01/22/22).
___________________________

NOTICE OF ASSESSMENT 
LIEN FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERIFI-
CATION OF THE DEBT AND 
IDENTITY OF THE ORIGINAL 
CREDITOR WITHIN THE TIME 
PROVIDED BY LAW IS NOT 
AFFECTED BY THIS ACTION.  
THIS COMMUNICATION IS 
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR.  
THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO COL-
LECT A DEBT AND ANY IN-
FORMATION OBTAINED WILL 
BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that default has been 
made in the terms and conditions 
of the Declaration of Barrington 
Place Townhome Association No. 

2 (henceforth the “Declaration”) 
recorded in the office of the Re-
corder for Sherburne County, 
Minnesota on February 12, 1987, 
as Document No. 204808, which 
covers the following property:
Lot 3, Block 1, Barrington Place 
Replat No. 5, Sherburne County, 

Minnesota
WHEREAS, pursuant to said 

Declaration, there is claimed to be 
due and owing as of January 10, 
2022, from Matthew J. Hevey, 
title holder, to Barrington Place 
Townhome Association No. 2, a 
Minnesota non-profit corpora-
tion, the principal amount of Ten 
Thousand Four Hundred Ten and 
03/100 Dollars ($10,410.03) for 
assessments, late fees and related 
charges, plus assessments, col-
lection costs, attorneys’ fees and 
other amounts will be incurred 
since said date, including costs of 
collection and foreclosure;

WHEREAS, no action is now 
pending at law or otherwise to re-
cover said debt or any part thereof;

WHEREAS, the owner has 
not been released from the finan-
cial obligation to pay said amount;

WHEREAS, pursuant to the 
Declaration, said debt created a 
lien upon said premises in favor 
of Barrington Place Townhome 
Association No. 2 as evidenced 
by the lien statement recorded on 
December 13, 2021, in the office 
of the Sherburne County Recorder 
as Document No. 934060;

WHEREAS, pursuant to the 
power of sale granted by the own-
er(s) in taking title to the premises 
subject to said Declaration, said 
lien will be foreclosed by the sale 
of said property by the sheriff 
of said county at the Sherburne 
County Sheriff’s Department, 
Sherburne County Sheriff’s Of-
fice, Sherburne County Govern-
ment Center, 13880 Business 
Center Drive, Elk River, Minne-
sota, on March 8, 2022, at 10:00 
o’clock a.m., at public auction to 
the highest bidder, for cash, to pay 
the amount then due for said as-
sessments, together with the costs 
of foreclosure, including attorneys’ 
fees as allowed by law.  The time 
allowed by law for redemption by 
the unit owners, their personal rep-
resentatives or assigns is five (5) 
weeks from the date of said sale.
The following information is 
provided pursuant to Minnesota 
Statutes Sections 580.025 and 
580.04:
1. Street Address of Property:  

701 Auburn Place NW, Elk 
River, MN 55330

2. Name of Transaction Agent, 
Residential Mortgage Ser-
vicer, Lender &/or Broker: 
N/A

3. Tax Parcel Identification 
Number of the Property:  75-
449-0115

4. Transaction Agent’s Mort-
gage Identification Number, 
if known:  N/A

5. Name of Mortgage Origina-
tor, if stated on mortgage:  
N/A

6. Date on which Occupant 
must vacate Property, if 
mortgage is not reinstated 
under Section 580.30 or 
property redeemed under 
580.23:  11:59 p.m. on April 
12, 2022.  If the foregoing 
date is a Saturday, Sunday or 
legal holiday, then the date 
to vacate is the next business 
day at 11:59 p.m.

REDEMPTION NOTICE
THE TIME ALLOWED 

BY LAW FOR REDEMPTION 
BY THE MORTGAGOR, THE 
MORTGAGOR’S PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES OR AS-
SIGNS, MAY BE REDUCED TO 
FIVE WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL 
ORDER IS ENTERED UNDER 
MINNESOTA STATUTES, SEC-
TION 582.032, DETERMINING, 
AMONG OTHER THINGS, 
THAT THE MORTGAGED 
PREMISES ARE IMPROVED 
WITH A RESIDENTIAL 
DWELLING OF LESS THAN 
FIVE UNITS, ARE NOT PROP-
ERTY USED FOR AGRICUL-
TURAL PRODUCTION, AND 
ARE ABANDONED.
Dated: January 10, 2022
HELLMUTH & JOHNSON
Lienor:
Barrington Place Townhome Asso-
ciation No. 2
By: /s/ Lukas F. Belflower, I.D. 
#0401161
Attorneys for Lienor
8050 West 78th Street
Edina, MN 55439
(952)941-4005
By: /s/ Lukas F. Belflower
Its: Attorney in Fact
THIS INSTRUMENT WAS 
DRAFTED BY:
HELLMUTH & JOHNSON
8050 West 78th Street
Edina, MN 55439
(952) 941-4005
File No. 30402.0002
(Published in the Patriot: 
01/15/22; 01/22/22; 01/29/22; 
02/05/22; 02/12/22; 02/19/22).
___________________________

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

Date: November 18, 2021
YOU ARE NOTIFIED THAT:
1. Default has occurred in the 

conditions of that certain 
mortgage that was executed 
by and among Elizabeth 
Nelson and Chad Nelson, 
as mortgagors, and Granite 
Community Bank, as mort-
gagee, which mortgage is 
dated May 15, 2019 and 
was recorded on May 16, 
2019, as document number 
871974, with the Office of 
the County Recorder in and 
for Sherburne County, Min-
nesota.

2. The mortgage has been as-
signed as follows: n/a  

3. The original principal 
amount secured by the mort-
gage was: $138,400.00.

4.  No action or proceeding at 

law is now pending to re-
cover the debt secured by 
the mortgage, or any part 
thereof.

5. The holder of the mortgage 
has complied with all con-
ditions precedent to acceler-
ation of the debt secured by 
the mortgage and foreclosure 
of the mortgage and all no-
tice and other requirements 
of applicable statutes.  

6. As of the date of this notice, 
the amount due on the mort-
gage, and taxes, if any, paid 
by the holder of the mort-
gage is: $132,837.00.

7. Pursuant to the power of 
sale in the mortgage, the 
mortgage will be foreclosed 
on the land described as fol-
lows:
Lot 7, Block 2, Parkside, 
Sherburne County, Min-
nesota

Street Address: 7633 Church 
Street, Clear Lake, Minnesota 
55319
Tax Parcel Identification Number: 
70-415-0235

and will be sold by the Sher-
iff of Sherburne County, 
Minnesota at public auction 
on Wednesday, January 12, 
2022, at 10:00 o’clock a.m., 
at the Office of the Sher-
burne County Sheriff, Sher-
burne County Government 
Center, 13880 Business 
Center Drive NW, Elk River, 
Minnesota 55330.  

8. The time allowed by law for 
redemption of mortgagors or 
mortgagors’ personal repre-
sentatives or assigns is six 
(6) months after the date of 
sale. 

9. The date on or before which 
the mortgagors must vacate 
the property if the mortgage 
is not reinstated under Minn. 
Stat. § 580.30 or the prop-
erty is not redeemed under 
Minn. Stat. § 580.23 is July 
12, 2022, at 11:59 p.m.  If 
the foregoing date is a Satur-
day, Sunday, or legal holiday, 
then the date to vacate is the 
next business day at 11:59 
p.m. 

10. THE TIME ALLOWED BY 
LAW FOR REDEMPTION 
BY THE MORTGAGORS 
OR THE MORTGAGORS’ 
PERSONAL REPRESEN-
TATIVES OR ASSIGNS 
MAY BE REDUCED TO 
FIVE WEEKS IF A JU-
DICIAL ORDER IS EN-
TERED UNDER MINN. 
STAT. § 582.032 DETER-
MINING, AMONG OTHER 
THINGS, THAT THE 
MORTGAGED PREMISES 
ARE IMPROVED WITH A 
RESIDENTIAL DWELL-
ING OF LESS THAN FIVE 
UNITS, ARE NOT PROP-
ERTY USED IN AGRICUL-
TURAL PRODUCTION, 
AND ARE ABANDONED.  

THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO 
COLLECT A DEBT, AND ANY 
INFORMATION OBTAINED 
WILL BE USED FOR THAT 

PURPOSE.
Granite Community Bank, Mort-
gagee 
LATHROP GPM LLP  
By:  /s/ Andrew J. Steil  
Andrew J. Steil #387048  
1010 West St. Germain Street  
Suite 500    
St. Cloud, MN 56301   
(320) 252-4414
Attorneys for Granite Community 
Bank 

NOTICE OF POSTPONE-
MENT OF THE ABOVE-REF-

ERENCED
MORTGAGE FORECLO-

SURE SALE
Date: January 6, 2022

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that the above-referenced 
mortgage foreclosure sale that was 
to have taken place on Wednesday, 
January 12, 2022, at 10:00 o’clock 
a.m., at the Office of the Sherburne 
County Sheriff, Sherburne County 
Government Center, 13880 Busi-
ness Center Drive NW, Elk River, 
Minnesota 55330, has been post-
poned.  The sheriff’s sale has not 
been rescheduled at this time.

The real property that was to 
have been foreclosed on is legally 
described as follows:
Lot 7, Block 2, Parkside, Sher-
burne County, Minnesota
and has the following street ad-
dress and tax-parcel identification 
number:

Street Address: 7633 Church 
Street, Clear Lake, Minnesota 
55319
Tax Parcel Identification 
Number: 70-415-0235.

THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO 
COLLECT A DEBT AND ANY 
INFORMATION OBTAINED 
WILL BE USED FOR THAT 

PURPOSE.
Granite Community Bank, Mort-
gagee 
LATHROP GPM LLP
By: /s/ Andrew J. Steil
Andrew J. Steil #387048
1010 West St. Germain Street
Suite 500
St. Cloud, MN 56301
(320) 252-4414
Attorneys for Granite Community 
Bank
(Published in the Patriot: 
01/15/22).
___________________________

STATE OF MINNESOTA
DISTRICT COURT

COUNTY OF SHERBURNE
TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

PROBATE DIVISION
Court File No.: 71-PR-21-202
In Re: Estate of 
Andrea M. Juetten,
Decedent.

NOTICE OF A HEARING 
ON PETITION FOR PROBATE 
OF WILL AND APPOINT-
MENT OF PERSONAL REP-

RESENTATIVE AND NOTICE 
TO CREDITORS

Notice is given that on 
3/10/22, at 3 p.m., hearing will 
be held remotely in this Court at 
13880 Business Center Drive, Elk 
River, Minnesota, for the formal 
probate of an instrument purport-
ing to be the Will of the Dece-
dent dated, September 15, 2017, 
(“Will”), and for the appointment 
of Cynthia L. Poirier, whose ad-
dress is 19286 685th Avenue, 
Darwin, MN, 55324 as Personal 
Representative of the Estate of the 
Decedent in an UNSUPERVISED 
administration. You may call Court 
Administration for instructions on 
how to appear. Any objections to 
the petition must be filed with the 
Court prior to or raised at the hear-
ing. If proper and if no objections 
are filed or raised, the Personal 
Representative will be appointed 
with full power to administer the 
Estate including the power to 
collect all assets, to pay all legal 
debts, claims, taxes and expenses, 
to sell real and personal property, 
and to do all necessary acts for 
the Estate. The hearing will be 
held remotely. Contact Sherburne 
County Court Administration for 
appearance instructions.

Notice is also given that (sub-
ject to Minnesota Statutes section 
524.3-801) all creditors having 
claims against the Estate are re-
quired to present the claims to the 
Personal Representative or to the 
Court Administrator within four 
months after the date of this Notice 
or the claims will be barred.
Dated: 12/30/2021
/s/ Pat Kuka,
Court Administrator
Attorney for Petitioner
Sheldon R. Brown
Young & Brown, LLC
63 Oak Avenue S, P.O. Box 859
Annandale, MN 55302
Attorney License No: 12154
Telephone: (320) 274-8221
FAX: (320) 274-3476
Email: brown@annandalelaw.com
(Published in the Patriot: 
01/08/22; 01/15/22).
___________________________

STATE OF MINNESOTA
DISTRICT COURT

COUNTY OF SHERBURNE
TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

PROBATE DIVISION
Court File No.: 71-PR-21-204
In Re: Estate of 
Joyce Elaine Hauge,
Decedent.

NOTICE OF AND ORDER 
FOR HEARING ON PETI-
TION FOR FORMAL ADJU-
DICATION OF INTESTACY, 
DETERMINATION OF HEIRS, 
FORMAL APPOINTMENT 
OF PERSONAL REPRESEN-
TATIVE AND NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

It is Ordered and Notice is 
given that on March 10th, 2022, at 
3:00 p.m., a hearing will be held 
in this Court at 13880 Business 
Center Drive, Elk River, Minne-
sota 55330, on a petition for the 
adjudication of intestacy and de-
termination of Decedent’s heirs, 
and for the appointment of Martin 
T. Hauge, whose address is 9425 
Yosemite Road, Bloomington, 
Minnesota 55437, as personal 
representative of the Decedent’s 
estate in an unsupervised admin-
istration. This hearing will be 
held remotely. Contact Sherburne 
County Court Administration for 
appearance instructions.

Any objections to the petition 
must be raised at the hearing or 
filed with the Court prior to the 
hearing. If the petition is proper 
and no objections are filed or 
raised, the personal representative 
will be appointed with the full 
power to administer the Dece-
dent’s estate, including the power 
to collect all assets; to pay all legal 
debts, claims, taxes, and expenses; 
to sell real and personal property; 
and to do all necessary acts for the 
Decedent’s estate.

Notice is further given that, 
subject to Minn. Stat. §524.3-
801, all creditors having claims 
against the Decedent’s  estate are 
required to present the claims to 
the personal representative or to 
the Court within four (4) months 
after the date of this notice or the 
claims will be barred.
Dated: 12/29/2021
/s/ Pat Kuka,
Court Administrator
Attorney for Petitioners
JEDDELOH & SNYDER, P.A.
Gwen M. Anderson - 169766
803 W Saint Germain Street
St. Cloud, MN 56301
Telephone: 320-240-9423
Facsimile: 320-240-9454
Email: gwen@jeddelohsnyder.com
(Published in the Patriot: 
01/15/22; 01/22/22).
___________________________

STATE OF MINNESOTA
DISTRICT COURT

COUNTY OF SHERBURNE
TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

FAMILY COURT DIVISION
Court File No.: 71-PR-21-179
Case Type: Probate
In Re: Estate of
JoAnne Frances Hudalla,
Decedent.

NOTICE AND ORDER 
FOR HEARING ON PETI-
TION FOR PROBATE OF 
WILL AND APPOINTMENT 
OF PERSONAL REPRESEN-
TATIVE AND NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

TO ALL INTERESTED 
PERSONS AND CREDITORS:

Notice and Order is hereby 
given that on the 24th day of 
February, 2022 at 3:00 p.m., a 
REMOTE hearing will be held 
in the above named Court, for the 
formal probate of a document that 
is claimed to be in the original 
Will of the Decedent, dated July 
8, 2019 and for the appointment 
of Justine Lynn Osmonson, whose 
address is 26615 101st Street NW, 
Zimmerman, MN 55398 as Per-

sonal Representative of the Estate 
of the above named Decedent in an 
unsupervised administration. Any 
objections to the petition should 
be filed with the Court prior to or 
raised at the hearing. If proper and 
if no objections are filed or raised, 
the Personal Representative will 
be appointed with full power to 
administer the Estate including the 
power  to collect all assets, to pay 
all legal debts, claims, taxes and 
expenses, to sell real and personal 
property, and do all necessary acts 
for the Estate. 

Notice is also given that (sub-
ject to Minn.Stat. 524.3-801) all 
creditors having claims against the 
Estate are required to present the 
claims to the Personal Represen-
tative or the Court Administrator 
within four months after the date 
of this Notice or the claims will be 
barred.
Dated: 12/27/21
/s/ Patricia A. Kuka,
Sherburne Court Administrator
(Published in the Patriot: 
01/15/22; 01/22/22).
___________________________

STATE OF MINNESOTA
DISTRICT COURT

COUNTY OF STEARNS
SEVENTH JUDICIAL 

DISTRICT
Court File No.: 73-PR-21-5242
Case Type: Informal Probate
In re the Estate of
James August Kuhlmann,
Deceased.

Notice of Informal Probate 
of Will and Appointment of Per-
sonal Representative and Notice 
to Creditors

TO ALL INTERESTED 
PERSONS AND CREDITORS:

Notice is hereby given that an 
application for informal probate of 
the above-named Decedent’s Last 
Will dated 7th January 2009 has 
been filed with the Probate Regis-
trar, and the application has been 
granted. 

Notice is also given that the 
Probate Registrar has informally 
appointed the following: Nathan 
Kuhlmann, 410 Fillmore St NE, 
Minneapolis, MN 55413, as per-
sonal representative of the Estate 
of the Decedent. Any heir, devisee 
or other interested person may be 
entitled to appointment as personal 
representative, or may object to 
the appointment of the personal 
representative. Unless objections 
are filed pursuant to Minn. Stat. 
§524.3-607, and the court other-
wise orders, the personal represen-
tative has full power to administer 
the Estate, including, after 30 days 
from the date of issuance of letters, 
the power to sell, encumber, lease 
or distribute real estate.

Any objections to the probate 
of the Will, or to the appointment 
of the personal representative, 
must be filed with this court, and 
will be heard by the court after the 
filing of an appropriate petition 
and proper notice of hearing.

Notice is also given that sub-
ject to Minn. Stat. §524.3-801, all 
creditors having claims against the 
Estate are required to present the 
claims to the Personal Representa-
tive or to the Court Administrator 
within four (4) months after the 
date of this Notice, or the claims 
will be barred.
Dated: 13th August 2021
/s/ George A. Lock,
Probate Registrar
(Published in the Patriot: 
01/15/22; 01/22/22).
___________________________
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CITY OF BECKER
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given that the City of Becker Planning Com-
mission will hold their monthly meeting at 6:00 p.m. on Monday, 
January 31st, 2022 at the Becker City Hall, 12060 Sherburne Av-
enue.  The Planning Commission will hold the following public 
hearings at this meeting:

Approximately 6:00 p.m.  - Conditional Use Permit Appli-
cation for a licensed day care. Applicant, Alyssa McGregor, sub-
mitted an application for a Conditional Use Permit for the property 
located at 12601 Birch Ave SE and identified as PID #60-406-0510.

Approximately 6:01 p.m.  - Preliminary Plat of Bank Street 
Addition. Applicant and owner, The Bank of Elk River, has sub-
mitted an application for a Preliminary Plat for the replat of one 
existing parcel into two parcels. The property is identified as Tract 
B, Registered Land Survey No. 14, Sherburne County, Minnesota.

Approximately 6:02 p.m. - Preliminary Plat Application for 
Fossum Fields Third Addition.  Applicant and owner, Sherburne 
Land Company, LLC has submitted an application for a Prelimi-
nary Plat replatting four existing outlots from Fossum Fields and 
Fossum Fields Second Addition into 44 buildable single-family 
residential lots.  The properties are identified as Outlot A, Fossum 
Fields Second Addition and Outlot D, F, and G of Fossum Fields. 

Approximately 6:03 p.m. - Chapter 11 Zoning Code 
Amendments to the City of Becker Land Use Regulation (Zon-
ing) ordinance, specifically related to residential driveway and 
parking regulations. Edits proposed include addition of language 
clarifying required parking surfacing and primary driveway regu-
lations in Section 11.20, Subd. 4.  

Anyone interested in this issue is encouraged to attend and 
comment at the Public Hearing.  If you are unable to attend please 
provide written comment to Jacob Sanders at P.O. Box 250, Becker, 
MN  55308 or by e-mail to jsanders@ci.becker.mn.us by 4:30 p.m. 
January 31st, 2022. 
Thank you.
Jacob Sanders
City Planner
(Published in the Patriot: 01/15/22).
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FUNERAL HOME • CREMATION SERVICES

www.williamsdingmann.com

FAMILY FUNERAL HOMES

SPONSORED BY:

8852 Cty Rd 23
Becker, MN 

Phone:
763.261.5656

Ralph du Monceaux, Owner
Free Loaners ~ Free Estimates 

~ Honest Work

763-261-5656
Ralph’s

Auto Body

• BECKER
Grace Lutheran Church (LCMS)
Pastor: David M. Johnson, 763-262-7782, 11185 27th Ave SE. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am, Sun. School 10:30am, Wed. J.U.M.P. 6pm.
Becker Baptist Church
Pastors: Nathan Bucher (Acting), Kevin Drehmel (Youth) & Amy Drehmel 
(Dir. Of Ministry), 763-261-4202, 11951 Hancock St. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship/Children 10:30am, Wed. Youth Group 6:30pm. 
www.beckerbaptist.org. 
Becker Evangelical Free Church
Pastors: Patrick Drury (Senior), Chris Salvevold (Youth), 763-261-4125, 
Becker High School, Office: 11373 150th Ave SE. Services: Sun. Worship/
Teaching/Fellowship 10am.
Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 12100 Sherburne Ave. Services: Sat. 
Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8:30am & 10:30am. Masses held 1st, 3rd & 5th Sun-
days of the month. (Masses held on 2nd & 4th Sundays in Big Lake).
Faith (Becker) Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Yolanda Denson-Byers & Vicar Molly Wills, 763-261-5751, 11755 
Sherburne Ave. Services: Sun. Worship 9:30 am, Sun. School 8:30am, 
Wed. Confirmation 5:30pm, Senior High Youth Group 1st & 3rd Wed. 6pm  
www.faithlutheran-becker.org.
Oakwood Community Church Assemblies of God
Pastors: Gerry Bass & Sarah, 763-220-6004, 13140 1st St (SW Corner of 
Becker Furniture World). Services: Sun. Bible Study/Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Snake River Free Church
Pastor: Steve Johnston, 612-219-8648, 180th St SE. Services: Sun. Worship/
Sun. School 10:30am., Hymn Sing is second Sun. of every month.
Becker Christian Center & Abundant Grace Church
Pastor: Ken Hanson, 763-262-2177, 15455 59th St SE. Services: Sun. Praise 
& Worship 9:30am, Wed. Family Fellowship 7pm.
Beacon House of Prayer
Pastors: Brian & Linda Holmes, 763-263-3771, 12264 Pleasant Ave. Ser-
vices: Thurs. Worship 6:30pm.
Free Grace United
Pastor: Kevin Wilson, 763-245-0001, Becker High School, 12000 Hancock 
St, Enter door 11. Services: Wed. Worship 6:30pm.

• BIG LAKE
Acts Seventh-Day Adventists Community Church
Pastor: Bill Nixon, 763-263-2287, 20455 187th Ave NW. Services: Sat. 
Worship 9am, Sat. Sabbath School 10:15am.
Bethany Bible Church
763-263-2167, 511 Eagle Lake Road. Services: Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Bridgeview Assembly of God
Pastor: Steve Royalty, 763-263-6274, 20500 County Road 11. Services: 
Sun. Worship 10am, Wed. Service 6:30pm.
SVEA Hill Covenant Church
Pastor: Don Bellach, 763-263-6322, 16392 235th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Cornerstone Baptist Church
Pastor: Gordon Langdon, 763-263-7878, 15300 County Road 35. 
Hope Lutheran Church (ELCA) in Orrock
763-263-7990. www.hopeintherefuge.weebly.com.
IFLESIA AMOR VIVIENTE Living Love Church
Pastores: Juan & Patricia Aguayo, 763-607-5403, 21 Lake St N. Services: 
Sat. 6pm.
Lord of Glory Lutheran Church
Pastor: Marty Mably, 763-263-3090, 15550 190th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
8am & 10am.
Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 440 Lake St N. Services: Sat. Mass 
5pm; Sun. 8:30am & 10:30am. Masses held on 2nd & 4th Sundays of the 
month (Masses held on 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays in Becker).
Riverside Church
Online: www.myrc.church, 763-263-2410, 20314 County Road 14. Ser-
vices: Sun 8:45am, 10:30am & 12:05pm.
Saron Lutheran Church
Pastor: Kyle Sidlo, 763-263-2209, 311 Lake St. S. Services: Sun. Worship 

9:30am, indoors or livestream.

• SANTIAGO
South Santiago Lutheran Church ELCA
Pastor: Daryl Thul, 763-662-2048, 14675 37th St. Services: Sun. 8am in 
Sanctury Worship, 10am in Sanctuary. Audio broadcast in parking lot for 
both services.
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church E.L.S. & Princeton Evangelical School
Pastor: Timothy Zenda, 763-662-2570, 18977 17th St. Services: Sun. 
School/Bible Class 10:30am, Divine Worship 9am.
Glendorado Lutheran (ELCA)
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Shari Routh, 920-573-0193, 1100 186th Ave NE. Services: Sun 
Good Shepherd 9am, Sun. Glendorado 10:30am.
Gethsemane Church (ELCA) – Ronneby
Pastor: Barbara Peterson, 320-983-5002, 14478 78th St. NE. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Glendorado Evangelical Country Church
Pastor: Sam Alfano, 763-662-2244, 16999 Glendorado Road NE. Services: 
Sun. School 9:30am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• CLEAR LAKE
Living Waters Church
Pastor: Mark Stahl, 320-292-0250, 7830 Church St. Services: Sun. Worship 
10am, Wed. Bible Study 6:30pm.
Trinity Lutheran Church Missouri Synod
Pastor: Josh Reber, 320-743-2919, 8641 Main Ave. Services: Sun. Worship 
8:45am, Sun. School 9:45am.
SHED Church - Non-Denomination in Palmer
Pastor: TBD, 320-241-0123, Palmer Town Hall, 4180 105th Ave. Services: 
Sun. 5pm.
St. Marcus Catholic Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-743-2481, 8701 Main Ave. Services: Sat. 
Confessions 4:15pm, Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. 8am.

• DUELM
St. Lawrence Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-968-7502, 10915 Duelm Road NE. Ser-
vices: Sun. Mass 10am, Tues. Mass 8am.

• CLEARWATER
Clearwater United Methodist Church
Pastor: Alison Hendley, 320-558-2581, 405 Main St. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9:30am.
Freedom Bible Church
605 Lime St. (Old Clearwater Post Office). Services: Sun. Bible Study 
9:30am & 6pm, Sun. Worship 10:45am, Wed. Bible Study 7pm.
Rejoice Lutheran Church – ELCA
Pastor: Jim Bump, 320-558-6851, 1155 County Road 75. Services: Sun. 
Worship 9:30am.
Church of St. Luke
Father: Dennis Backer, 320-558-2124, 17545 Huber Ave NW. Services: 
Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8am & 10am, Weekday Mass Tues.-Fri. 8am/
Sat. 9am.
Tri-County Alliance Church
Pastor: David Fogal, 320-558-2750, 8464 160th St NW. Services: Sun. 
School 9am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• SILVER CREEK
Immanuel Lutheran Church
Pastor: Ken Tatkenhorst, 763-878-2820, 11390 Elliot Ave NW. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am
Silver Creek Community Church
Pastor: Zach Pryor, 320-963-3957, 4282 114th St NW. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9am, Sun. Fellowship 10am, Sun. School 10:30am. 

RYAN HUBBARD
763-263-8334 

RESIDENTIAL  • COMMERCIAL - AGRICULTURAL

6715 125th Ave - Clear Lake, MN
320.743.2387 • Cell: 320.290.9843

Scott & Tonia Ulsby

KEN GEROUX CONSTRUCTION
C O R P O R A T I O N

Integrity • Excellence
Uncompromising Customer Satisfaction

Lic. #BC002757
Big Lake • 763-263-6878

Order Online!

Becker Pizza Depot
The Area’s Best Pizza -- Ask Anyone!

14281 Bank Street, Becker • 763-262-2700
www.BeckerPizzaDepot.com • Facebook: Pizza Depot

Pizza, Wings & More

290 EAGLE LAKE RD. N. BIG LAKE
763-263-3262 • WWW.CORNEROAKSDENTAL.COM

FAMILY & COSMETIC DENTISTRY

DR. REED DILL & 
DR. PETER KUEFLER

16455 122nd St Becker MN 55308

763-263-9471

Big Lake

 763-263-6350
parkdental.com

Church DirectoryChurch DirectoryChurch Directory

320-743-2479 
• dahlensheetmetal@frontier.com

P.O. Box 646 • Becker, MN 55308
www.dahlensheetmetal.com

Becker 763-261-4200  |  Princeton 763-389-4099
Monticello 763-271-7177

www.sherburnestatebank.com

Your Hometown Bank

Sherburne
State Bank

Member 
FDIC

763-262-4237

M-F
8AM-

4:30PM

Owner: Chad Schwintek
13050 1st Street Becker, MN 55308

24 
HOUR
Towing & recovery

19640 200th Ave., Big Lake

• Family Owned 
    & Operated
• Light, Medium and 
    Heavy Duty  Towing 

• Lockouts 
• Jump Starts 
• Winch Recovery

www.bobstowingandrecovery.com

• BIG LAKE 
• ELK RIVER 
• MONTICELLO

ADVERTISE IN OUR CHURCH 
DIRECTORY!  CALL THE PATRIOT 

TO FIND OUT HOW @ 763-275-0275
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Rural healthcare facility seeks the following professionals:
EPICTRAINER/SUPPORT/RN

Medical LabTechnician • Registered Nurse
Apply online: www.meekermemorial.org/careers

See website for position/benefit details.

MEEKER MEMORIAL
HOSPITAL & CLINICS

612 Sibley Ave. S., Litchfield, MN 55355 EOE
Questions: contact Cindi at 320-693-4521,
ctwardy@meekermemorial.org
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