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Local Author Paul Neustrom’s new 
book is ranking at #1 on Amazon’s 
book site. See the story on page 3.

SPORTS
Becker/Big Lake Hockey has seen 
their numbers grow exceedingly 
over the years since inception. 

See our re-run of an article from 
Minnesota Hockey Journal on 

page 11. 

ICE FISHING
It’s close to the time to hit the 

lakes for some ice fishing! Our 
contributing expert, Josh 

Hagermeister has an article to 
help you choose the right bait!  

See the story on page 12. 
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•  B i l l ’s  F a m i l y 

Fo o d s
•  R u n n i n g s

Put all your toys in one basket!

Parker Friedman
Big Lake

763-450-1350 
NMLS# 2144139

Subject to Credit Approval. N.M.L.S. #411232

Jessica Martineau-Tellegen
Monticello

763-295-4411
NMLS#1493691

www.libertybankmn.com
or visit us online at: libertyapply.com

It’s a great time to consolidate those obligations into one low monthly payment. Give us a call!

BLUE STAR MOTHERS are 
spearheading a drive to send 
Christmas stockings to deployed 
servicemen and women over-
seas. See the story on their efforts 
on page 10. (Submitted photos.)

By Bill Morgan, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

Thanksgiving is an 
annual national holiday 
marked by religious ob-
servances and a traditional 
meal including turkey and 
all the yummy fixings. The 
holiday commemorates a 
harvest festival celebrated 
by the Pilgrims in 1621, 
and is held in the U.S. on 
the fourth Thursday in No-
vember.

For many, the day 
means having not to go to 
work, watching football 
and pigging out. But for 
one local business, Thanks-
giving is more than just 
feeding the appetites of our 
stomachs and eyes. It’s ap-
plying the last part of the 
word, Thanksgiving.

Giving.
Becker Roofing, es-

tablished in 2019, has been 
annually donating full 

Thanksgiving meals to five 
to 10 needy families in the 
area.

“We started this tradi-
tion in 2019 with our Fair-
mont Roofing branch and 
have grown it since,” said 
COO/ Integrator Jessica 
Lemperes. “Becker Roofing 
has officially been in busi-

ness since 2019. I say offi-
cially because our team has 
been in the roofing industry 
for a combined 30+ years 
and before we decided to 
open our branch in Becker, 
we did work in the area as 
our sister company, Fair-
mont Roofing.”

T h e  b u s i n e s s e s 

are owned by Marcus 
Eytcheson and his wife, 
Alisa.

“Marcus and I have 
similar upbringings,” said 
Lemperes. “Growing up 
in households that didn’t 
have a lot has inspired us 
to work hard and give back 
when and where we can. I 
believe living open handed 
is one of the greatest gifts 
you can give people and 
when you see needs that 
you can meet, it should be 
considered a privilege and 
an honor to do so.”

Becker Roofing and its 
family of employees pro-
vide families in need with 
a complete Thanksgiving 
dinner, from the turkey to 
the mashed potatoes to the 
pie. They opened a nomina-
tion link (since expired) for 
people to nominate those 
neighbors, families and in-
dividuals that they know 
of that would benefit from 

such a meal.
“We know that infla-

tion is hitting some families 
harder so than others,” said 
Lemperes. “We also know 
that there are so many fam-
ilies facing health struggles, 
or personal and life chang-
ing challenges. We truly 
hope that their friends and 
neighbors take a moment 
to nominate them (period is 
expired) for this meal.”

On Monday of this 
week, The Becker Roofing 
family delivered the meals 
to the needy families so the 
turkeys could thaw in time 
for Thanksgiving Day.

Jessica’s husband, Ben 
Lemperes, is a sales profes-
sional/estimator and project 
manager at the Becker loca-
tion. Their daughter, Emma 
(18), helps in the office 
during the summer when 
she is home from school,  

THE EMPLOYEES OF BECKER ROOFING look to donate 5-10 Thanksgiving 
meals to needy families during the holidays. (Submitted Photo).

Becker Roofing provides 
meals on Thanksgiving

By Bill Morgan, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

How much do you love 
Becker’s summer celebra-
tion, Freedom Days?

Well the city of Becker 
is looking to transfer “own-
ership” of the event to the 
community — essentially 
comprising a committee or 
non-profit organization to 
take the reins and run the 
event while also absorbing 
the duties of planning, or-
ganizing, fundraising and 
volunteering time and ef-
fort to make the week-long 
annual event viable.

Josh Kuha (Recreation 
and Leisure Assistant Di-
rector) and Bartt Gevens 
(Recreation Services Man-
ager) invited the public 
(business owners, chamber 
members, citizens, etc.) to a 
meeting last week at Pebble 

Creek to discuss the possi-
bility of transferring duties 
to community members. 
Public Services Director 
Phil Knutson was also on 
hand as well as Becker 
Mayor Tracy Bertram.

“We are looking for a 

working committee to move 
this from a city-planned 
function to something the 
community can embrace,” 
said Kuha. “It would start 
with a clean slate.”

Those in attendance 
from the public were John 

Riebel of Becker True 
Value Hardware (and 
Becker Legion), Tracie 
Hogrefe of Charlie’s Bar 
& Grill, Amy Stanger of 
Edina Realty, Carol Hanson 
of the Patriot Newspaper, 
Meggan and Shelly from 

St. Cloud Financial Credit 
Union and the owners of 
Bill’s Family Foods and 
Bill’s Superette, amongst 
others.

Several of the area or-
ganization said they were 
disappointed in the city for 
not reaching out to them to 
get more involved in the 
week-long event. Some 
said they were more in-
volved in the past, but the 
last few years they’ve not 
been contacted.

Gevens attributed the 
lack of con-

JOSH KUHA AND BARTT GEVENS (center) talked with some of the attendees at Pebble Creek in regards to forming a 
committee for future Freedom Days events. (Patriot Photo by BIll Morgan).

Freedom Days planners being sought

By Katherine Cantin,
Staff Writer
Reporter.Katie@PatriotNewsMN.com

Earlier this month, 
the Sherburne National 
Wildlife Refuge (SNWR) 
saw a record number of 
sandhill cranes stop by on 
their migration journey. A 
total of 29,256 cranes were 
counted on Nov. 8 of this 
year, blowing the previous 
record for a single day’s 
count out of the water. 

The previous record 
number of cranes counted 
in a single day was set back 
on October 31, 2019, with 
14,578 being counted. 

Since 2002, staff mem-
bers and volunteers at the 
refuge have counted the 
cranes coming through 
during the fall. Starting 
the second week of Octo-
ber, they count every crane 
spotted flying overhead 
once per week. The weekly 
counts will continue until 
there is a decline in the 
count from one week to the 
next. Volunteers stand at 
various stations throughout 
the St. Francis Wetland, 
where the cranes like to 
gather, to make sure there is 

very little double-counting. 
Since they began 

counting in 2002, staff 
has noticed a continual 
increase in the number of 
cranes passing though, but 
the number has increased 
significantly in the past few 
years. Although 2020 and 
2021 did not break the sin-
gle-day record number of 
cranes, the overall number 

of sandhill cranes counted 
during that time was grow-
ing each year. 

Cody Carlstrom, wild-
life biologist at the refuge, 
said there could be several 
reasons for the increase in 
cranes. Both state and local 
laws protect the birds from 
being hunted by humans, 

NEARLY 30,000 SANDHILL CRANES were spotted at the Sherburne National 
Wildlife Refuge earlier this month. The cranes like to stop at the refuge as they 
migrate toward warmer temperatures in the south. (Photo by Kris Spaeth of the 
refuge.)

Refuge sees record 
number of Sandhill Cranes

By Mary Nehring,
Contributing Writer

Two hundred and eighty-three people were 
served at the annual Scandinavian meal in Glendo-
rado last weekend. The smorgasbord included lute-
fisk, ham, meatballs, potatoes, rutabagas, vegetables, 
coleslaw, cranberries, lefse and pie Saturday, No-
vember 19th at Glendorado Lutheran Church. 

Lutefisk Supper 
in Glendorado 
draws a large 

crowd

JIM AND MURIEL ALECKSON enjoyed their meal and visiting with 
friends.

PLANNERS to page 12

GIVING to page 2

CRANES to page 11
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Looking to advertise? 

Call 763.275.0275 to get 

your ad in today!

Bring 
your 

Camera!

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4, 2022
1 - 3 pm at The Buff

16722 198th Avenue NW, Big Lake
Refreshments will be served.

Here’s your chance to meet Santa
and receive a special gift!

Sponsored by Big Lake American Legion & Auxiliary

A Free Family Event 
Star your holidays focused on the “Reason for the Season”  
with activities to learn about the true  meaning of Christmas! 

Saturday, December 3, 9 am — 12 pm  
Lord of Glory Lutheran Church 
15550 190th Ave NW, Elk River   

(Intersection of Hwy 10 & CR 15) 
www.lordofglorylutheran.org 

• New this year-A Live Outdoor 
Nativity! 

• Free Breakfast 
• Take a walk through the  

Nativity Scene Gallery. 
• Create a one of a kind      

keepsake ornament. 
• Bake Sale 

• Looking for a gift? - The Bethle-
hem Boutique specializes in 
low cost items, perfect for chil-
dren to give to teachers, coach-
es and to loved ones, complete 
with wrapping. 

• Help in a service project to 
thank local Law Enforcement 
members 

A Free Family Event 

Star your holidays focused on the “Reason for the Season”  
with activities to learn about the true  meaning of Christmas 

!Saturday, December 3, 9 am — 12 pm  
Lord of Glory Lutheran Church 
15550 190th Ave NW, Elk River   

(Intersection of Hwy 10 & CR 15) 
www.lordofglorylutheran.org 

• New this year-A Live Outdoor 
Nativity! 

• Free Breakfast 
• Take a walk through the  

Nativity Scene Gallery. 
• Create a one of a kind      keep-

sake ornament. 
• Bake Sale 

• Looking for a gift? - The Bethle-
hem Boutique specializes in 
low cost items, perfect for chil-
dren to give to teachers, coach-
es and to loved ones, complete 
with wrapping. 

• Help in a service project to 
thank local Law Enforcement 
members 

Golden Nursery
& Tree Farm

Cut your own 
Balsam Fir or 
Colorado Spruce
5-14-ft. Only $27
All Varieties of Pre-Cut 
Trees & Wreaths

OPEN NOV. 19
HOURS: Mon-Thurs noon-7pm

Fri-Sat-Sun 9am-7pm

Golden
Nursery*

Rice

C
o 

R
d

. 
56

10

Since 1958!

21/2  miles E of Rice on Cty Rd.
12 & 1 mile N on Cty Rd. 56

T R E E S

(320) 393-2155

Hosted by the Sunday School Children of 

Rejoice Lutheran Church
1155 Co. Rd. 75, Clearwater MN 55320

320-558-6851 • www.rejoicelutheranchurch.org

You are invited to a
European Christmas Party

Dec. 3rd, 10am - noon
and Craft/Bake/Vendor sale 

from 10am - 2pm
Taste samples of Scandinavian treats 

and Christmas goodies!

BECKER ROOFING OWNERS, Marcus and Alisa Eytcheson (top photo)  and the 
Lemperes family (bottom photo) including, Oscar, Aiden, Jess, Ben and Emma. 
(Submitted Photos).

and their son, Oscar (14), is often seen around job sites 
helping clean up and taking inventory. 

“He loves keeping track of the materials and entering 
them into our spreadsheets,” said Jessica of son, Oscar. 
“He has also learned the art of carrying bundles of shingles 
safely.

Their oldest child, Aiden (21), is usually put to work 
when he comes home to visit, says Jessica. 

“He has been a runner for us, running materials to job 
sites and just filling the gaps as needed.”

Becker Roofing has 11 employees that work at the 
Becker branch and 25 employees across their sister com-
panies. They also have dedicated subcontractors that have 
become an important part of their team and have been 
working with them for years. 

Becker Roofing doesn’t stop the fun at Thanksgiving. 
They open nominations for a family to “adopt” for Christ-
mas the week following Thanksgiving. 

“Same idea,” said Jessica. “Neighbors thinking of 
neighbors.  We then purchase gifts, gift cards, clothing, 
toys and more for a family at Christmas and deliver the 
gifts a few days prior to Christmas.”

The company especially hopes the nominations in-
clude families that have children as their hearts go out to 
the kids that may not be waking up on Christmas morning 
to anything under the Christmas tree.

“Something as simple as feeling thought of and being 
blessed with a meal they can share with those close to 
them can change the trajectory of this holiday season for 
those who just need a little encouragement,” said Lem-
peres.  “That is our goal at Becker Roofing and if we can 
bring a smile to a face, we have done our job.”

Becker roofing can be reached at: 763-220-9550 or at 
their website: beckerroofing.com.

GIVING from page 1
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Heavy Equipment 
Auction 

Pre-Bidding Now  
Live Online Only 

Wed, Dec 7&8th- 8am 
Viewing by 

Appointment 
Jct MN Hwys 95 & 25 

Call Col Ray Henry 

Lic 5-17-011

Area News
•••••• UPCOMING AUCTIONS ••••••

THIS IS A PARTIAL LISTING. B.P. & MN tax applies. 
See website for more: 
www.midwestauctions.com/sharer 
Keith Sharer Auction Service

320-267-1963

WEDNESDAY  
NOVEMBER 30TH, 4:00 PM 

3825 Shadowood Dr. NE. Sauk Rapids, MN  • Directions: St. Cloud, E. on Hwy 23 Left 0n 40th (Follow Signs)

SUNDAY 
NOVEMBER 27TH, 11:00 AM 

SUNDAY  
DECEMBER 4TH, 11:00 AM 

NOW TAKING CONSIGNMENTS FOR JANUARY HIGH END ANTIQUE & SIGN AUCTION

Antiques & collectibles, Household 
& décor’, Furniture, Microwaves, Tools 

& outdoor, Yard & garden

Quality Building Supplies 
at Affordable Prices

Since 1975

BOOK YOUR ORDER!

Call for a FREE estimate
117th Ave., Milaca

(north end of Milaca off Central Ave)

BUILDING
$PECIAL$

320-983-6304 • 1-800-818-1846

LATCHAM-LIND LUMBER &
POST FRAME BUILDINGS

Bar

Tuesday Nights 6:30
$600 in 55 Numbers

Proceeds for St. Lawrence Church
10915 Duelm Rd NE, Foley

License #01080

11025 Duelm
Road NE,

Foley, MN

We have ETABS

AuctionsTUES., NOV. 29, 4-6PM
REBECCA’S CAFE, BECKER

Local Author, Paul T. Neustrom 
(Clearwater Resident). A #1 
international bestseller in 10 
business & self-help categories!

B.O.G.O - FREE! 
2 books for the price of 1!

320-204-6767 for info

Book Signing!

FREE 
Chicken Salad Sliders, 

coffee & soda!

Mens & 
Ladies Boots

Offer Ends Dec. 4, 2022

MANY
IN-STORE
SPECIALS!

MONEY CLIP WITH PURCHASE OF 
ANDERSON BEAN, OLATHE OR RIOS BOOTS!Free

Amid the Winter’s Snow
     with the St. Cloud String Quartet

Friday, December 2, 2022 - 7:30 p.m.
St. Mary’s Cathedral, St. Cloud

Sunday, December 4, 2022 - 4:00 p.m.*
Bethlehem Lutheran Church, St. Cloud 

Tickets: greatriverchorale.org

 

do not reduce in size
(size or place between 100% and greater)

use alternative logo for smaller size

This activity is made possible by a grant provided 
by the Minnesota State Arts Board through an 
appropriation by the Minnesota State Legislature and 
a grant from the National Endowment for the Arts.

This activity is made possible by the voters of Minnesota 
through a grant from the Minnesota State Arts Board, 
thanks to a legislative appropriation from the arts and 
cultural heritage fund.

This organization is funded, in part, by the voters of 
Minnesota through a grant from the Central MN Arts 
Board, thanks to a legislative appropriation from the arts 
and cultural heritage fund.

CMAB
Central MN Arts Board

*with ASL interpretation

Store Hours 

Mon—Sat 8:00—6:00 

Sunday 9:00—5:00 

Christmas LED Candles 

Christmas Inflatables    

$7,500
$11,000

$14,000
$18,000

By Penny Leuthard, 
Contributing Writer

Clearwater resident 
Paul Neustrom’s new book, 
Death of a Yellow Page 
Salesman: From Lost to 
Found – Filled to Over-
flowing, took seven years to 
write, but only days to be-
come ranked in Amazon’s 
top 10 in 22 categories in 
four countries.

Neustrom worked in 
print sales for over 40 years, 
mostly for yellow page di-
rectories, before Google 
effectively destroyed his 
career. He felt lost, wonder-
ing what he was going to do 
with his life.

Believing he had noth-
ing left to give except to 
God, he sold everything he 
had and joined a monastery. 
He spent nearly two years 
there before leaving, during 
which he helped start 10 
new Christian churches, 
spent time in Africa doing 
mission work, and helped 
start several men’s monas-
teries.

The inspiration for 
Death of a Yellow Page 
Salesman came 
to  him 
in 2015 
while he 
was in the 
Holy Lands 
visiting the 
spot where 
Jesus met the 
woman from 
the well, the 
Biblical story 
told in the book 
of John. There 
three words 
came to him, 
‘filled to over-
flowing.’

The book, which is 
part marketing, part sales, 
and part motivational, 
covers three themes, Lost 
to Found, Empty to Full, 

and Filled to Overflowing, 
which echo Neustrom’s 
life. It’s comprised of sto-
ries and principles from 
throughout his career that 
he found worked.

One story describes 
a time he was 
working for a 
radio station 
and called on a 
bus company 
that had pre-
viously been 
unsuccessful 
using radio 
advertising. 
Neus t rom 
d e v i s e d 
the idea to 
spoof the 
hit Queen 
s o n g , 

“Another One 
Bites the Dust” with “An-
other One Rides the Bus.” 
It was an incredible suc-
cess, and the message to 
take out of it is to focus on 
getting one central message 
across, even in your per-

sonal life.
Working through Best 

Seller Publishing, he did a 
launch of the book on Oc-
tober 31 which, because 
of the title, he felt was ap-
propriate. By the end of the 
week it ranked in Amazon’s 
top 10 in 22 categories, in-
cluding #1 in 10 of them, 
and it was #1 in the U.S., 
Germany, Canada, and 
Australia. The publisher 
stated the results were “un-
heard of.”

The glowing reviews 
have been wide ranged, 
from readers saying they re-
ceived spiritual inspiration 
to readers talking about its 
key business tactics.

“It’s been a rewarding 
process but absolutely the 
hardest thing I’ve ever done 
in my life,” said Neustrom. 
“I put myself out there, 
making myself vulnerable.”

This isn’t Neustrom’s 
first experience with pub-
lishing success. He’s also 
featured in another #1 best-

AUTHOR PAUL NEUSTROM and his wife Cherise on their wedding day. (Sub-
mitted Photo)

Clearwater author’s new book ranks #1

selling book on Amazon 
called Coaching Inc with 
lead author Ray Brehm. 
Brehm told Neustrom his 
chapter, called TOPGUN 
Coaching, was his favorite 
chapter in the book. 

Neustrom believes 
part of his drive and de-
termination came from his 
competitive career in gym-
nastics, where he was a 
five time state champion in 
high school and a member 
of the #1 ranked collegiate 
team in the nation while he 
attended the University of 

Nebraska. 
Another story in the 

book is called “The Blind 
Helps the Lost to See,” 
which talks about how he 
met his wife Cherise, who 
is blind, in 2019. Today 
they enjoy traveling in their 
RV, last year going out on 
tour and offering to pray for 
people. The couple live in 
Clearwater Estates and at-
tend Living Waters Church 
in Clear Lake, where Cher-
ise is worship leader.

Along with writing and 
traveling, Neustrom also 

has his own podcast, called 
Killing It Online, where he 
discusses principles in mar-
keting and in life. He also 
offers coaching and con-
sulting services.

Neustrom will be at 
Rebecca’s Cafe in Becker 
on Tuesday, Nov. 29 from 
4 to 6 p.m. signing his 
book, Death of a Yellow 
Page Salesman. For more 
information on him, his 
books, and his podcast, 
visit killingitonline.com.
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Editorials/Opinions

TO THE EDITOR:
Sunday night at dusk I was 
driving north on Co. Rd. 
23 approaching Co. Rd. 16 
when an SUV flew through 
the stop sign at 55 mph. I 
was just seconds from the 
intersection and traveling at 
55 mph myself. I was driv-
ing a full size truck. If we 
had collided at that speed 
someone probably would 
have died. I caught up to the 
other driver about two miles 
up at the next intersection 
at Hwy. 25. This time she 

stopped. I informed her that 
she ran the last stop sign. 
She said she didn’t see it 
and then apologized. Of the 
four similar intersections 
that surround my home 
one has had at least one 
fatality. Another has had 
at least two fatal accidents, 
one of which I was first to 
find the 19 year old fatality 
that had been ejected. The 
third intersection had what 
should have been a fatality. 
All these accidents involved 
one vehlcle running through 

the stop sign at high speed. 
Every one could have been 
avoided. No one ln law en-
forcement wants to arrive 
at fatal car crashes. No one 
needs to die. Get off the 
phone or get off the road. 
That phone call or text is not 
more important that your 
life or anyone elses. Drive 
safe and enjoy life.
Robert Petro 
Clear Lake, MN 

• Letters to the Editors: The PATRIOT  welcomes letters to the editor. Addresses and telephone 
numbers are require for verification purposes.  All letters must contain the original signature of 
the writer. E-mailed letters can be accepted. The deadline for all letters is 11am Wednesday. Limit 
letters to 200 words or less. Letters will be printed at the discretion of the editor and are subject to 
editing for grammar, libel and brevity. Two letters per writer per subject each year.

• Obituaries: Obituaries are $50 prepaid. The Editor reserves the right to edit lengthy obituaries.
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Clear Lake, Clearwater, Orrock, Palmer & Santiago Townships, City of Becker, Becker Township 
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Letters To The Editor

Many reasons to give thanks
(Editor’s Note: The fol-

lowing column was submitted 
by Sen. Mary Kiffmeyer.)

As we gather on 
Thanksgiving Day, we give 
thanks and remember what, 
and most importantly who, 
we have in our lives. 

The first Thanksgiv-
ing celebration of the col-
onists came after a year of 
success. Lots to celebrate. 
But the prior year was full 
of hardships. Full of les-
sons learned and sadness. 
Sometimes it takes a year 
of sadness to give per-
spective to life – it is not 
always rosy. But even in 
the hard times, we can find 
gratitude. Grateful for all 
the help with life’s tasks. 
Grateful for the presence of 
others. Studies have shown 
that an attitude of gratitude 
is a healthy state of mind. 

Thanksgiving in the 
colonies is often attributed 
to the autumn harvest be-
tween the Plymouth colo-
nists and the Wampanoag 
natives in 1621. And for 
more than two hundred 
years, days of thanksgiving 
were observed by the col-
onies and later, the states. 
However, it was not until 

1863 when Thanksgiving 
was officially declared a 
national holiday by Presi-
dent Abraham Lincoln after 
a particularly difficult year.

 In July 1863, the Bat-
tle of Gettysburg saw more 
than 50,000 American ca-
sualties. Despite the many 
losses, the United States 
experienced a key victory 
during these three days of 
battle. And on Oct. 3, 1863, 
with this victory in mind 
along with acknowledge 
of its great cost, President 
Abraham Lincoln deliv-
ered a proclamation, which 
is viewed as the beginning 
of the national holiday of 
Thanksgiving Day.

 “I do therefore invite 

my fellow citizens in every 
part of the United States, 
and also those who are at 
sea and those who are so-
journing in foreign lands, 
to set apart and observe the 
last Thursday of November 
next, as a day of Thanksgiv-
ing and Praise to our benefi-
cent Father who dwelleth in 
the Heavens.”

 As I reflect on all that 
I am appreciative for in my 
life, I would like to thank 
each of you for allowing 
me the privilege of serving 
as your voice in the Minne-
sota Senate. I am so grateful 
to have had the opportunity 
to represent our wonder-
ful district and the people 
who make it such a special 
place.

Happy Thanksgiving to 
you and your families. 

Contact me
As always, if have 

questions or concerns on 
any legislative topic, feel 
free to contact me any 
time. You can call me at 
651-296-5655 or send me 
an email at sen.mary.kiff-
meyer@senate.mn. It is a 
privilege to serve as your 
state senator.

By Sen. 
Mary Kiffmeyer

New Responsibilities
(Editor’s Note: The fol-

lowing column was submitted 
by Rep. Tom Emmer.)

It has been an honor 
to be a voice for the Sixth 
Congressional District, and 
I am grateful to have been 
re-elected to again serve as 
your Member of Congress. 
This Congress, I will be 
taking on some new respon-
sibilities: this week, I was 
selected by my colleagues 
to be House Majority Whip.

In the 118th Congress, 
we have the all-important 
power of the gavel. This 
means that Republicans 
will have the ability to 
apply checks and balances 
to the Biden Administra-
tion, a crucial tool in our 
effort to bring down costs, 
renew prosperity, and re-
store safety.

America is facing a 
recession, and we can’t af-
ford another year of shrink-
ing paychecks. We have 
long been working to rein 
in wasteful government 
spending with legislation 
like the Sunset Act. This bill 
will require that each major 

rule—that is, an executive 
action with more than a 
$100 million impact on our 
economy—be approved by 
Congress or be “sunset” 
after ten years. With the 
power of the purse, we will 
challenge costly executive 
actions that weigh down 
our national debt.

In the House Financial 
Services Committee, where 
I serve as Ranking Member 
of Oversight and Investiga-
tions, we will now have the 
power to turn a microscope 
on executive agencies that 
politicize regulatory en-
forcement. We have al-

ready led the charge in the 
minority on efforts like 
this one to expose extra-ju-
risdictional enforcement. 
However, with the power 
of the gavel, we will be 
able to call those suspected 
of wrongdoing before Con-
gress.

We also have the op-
portunity to hold these 
agencies accountable for 
the irresponsible use of 
taxpayer funds. Unchecked 
spending allows cronyism 
like the egregious “fellows” 
program at the CFPB to 
thrive. While we worked to 
expose this bad-faith gover-
nance in the minority, in the 
majority we will hold bad 
actors accountable.

There is much work to 
do this Congress, but we 
are encouraged that the new 
majority will bring new-
found accountability and 
solutions to Americans’ 
most pressing problems.

By Congressman 
Tom Emmer

Do you ever feel alone? 
Overlooked? Forgotten by 
God?

I have. Especially over 
the last few years with my 
divorce, financial havoc, 
inexpectable loss and one-
after-the-other devastating 
and stressful calamities. 

Was I lonely? Yes. Did 
I feel overlooked? Oh boy 
did I. Did I feel forgotten? 
Absolutely.

However (and thank-
fully) I didn’t distance my-
self from God but rather 
tried to draw nearer. I took 
the circumstances I was 
dealt with and laid them at 
God’s feet knowing I did 
not have the strength to 
wrestle with it all by my-
self. Ironically, I imagined 
what would Jesus do in the 
same situations?

In the Bible, Jesus — 
though he was part of the 
triad of God — looked to 
His Father when He felt 
alone, overlooked and for-
gotten. Though Jesus had 
His faithful followers, He 
was, of course, sinless so 
He was probably consid-
ered the “oddball” - stick-
ing out morally like a sore 
thumb, never quite fitting in 
with any group. Yet, when 
adversity reared it’s ugly 
head, Jesus always called 
out to God.

In Matthew 14:13-21 at 
a remote place near Beth-
saida, followers of Jesus 

gathered to be with him 
and when no food but five 
loaves and two fish were 
available to feed the thou-
sands who had gathered, in-
stead of “freaking out” (like 
I would do), Jesus turned to 
God to multiply the food.

Later on the cross, 
Jesus — while being 
mocked and shamed — 
cried out to his Father in 
heaven, “Why have You 
forsaken Me?” We all know 
the lesson of this story, but 
how heartbreaking to feel 
you have no one to turn to 
at your most dire situation?

When Jesus felt aban-
doned and alone in Geth-
semane, and His friends 
turned their backs, He 
turned to His Father rather 
than giving up (which I 
may have done)  and prayed 
feverishly.

Jesus knew supreme 
rejection and loneliness 
and when the cards were 

stacked against Him, He 
didn’t run from his Father 
but looked instead to crawl 
in His lap like a child.

This Thanksgiving, I 
have a lot to be thankful 
for despite the turmoil I’ve 
faced in the last couple 
years. I am thankful for all 
my blessings and I look to 
focus my attention on those  
favors rather than the set-
backs. Jesus thanked His 
Heavenly Father for hear-
ing Him as He prayed for 
Lazarus to be risen from the 
dead. Jesus thanked His Fa-
ther for the bread and cup 
at the Last Supper, which 
represented his body and 
blood and Jesus thanked 
His Father for feeding the 
5,000 by the shores of the 
Sea of Gallilee.

Being thankful creates 
a communion with God.  
We are not forgotten, aban-
doned or overlooked by 
God. We are an object of 
His affection. When Jesus 
thanked God, it was be-
cause He had drawn near 
to Him. Be of good cheer 
this Thanksgiving. We are 
loved. 

Make this year’s 
Thanksgiving celebration 
more about the lesson of 
leaning more on God and 
depending on Him like a 
child looks to its parents. 

What comfort is better 
than crawling into the lap 
of the Almighty?

Being Thankful

By Bill Morgan, 
Editor/Writer

Submitted Article

 (Editor’s Note: The fol-
lowing article was submitted 
to the Patriot by the Minne-
sota Public Utilities Commis-
sion).

Minnesota homeowners 
and renters struggling to pay 
energy bills are encouraged to 
act now to ensure your home 
is warm and safe this winter. 
The Energy 
A s s i s t a n c e 
Program ad-
ministered by 
the Minnesota 
Department 
of Commerce and the Cold 
Weather Rule administered 
by the Minnesota Public Util-
ities Commission (PUC) give 
homeowners and renters op-
tions to pay your utility bills, 
to reduce your energy costs 
and to protect you from hav-
ing your heat and power dis-
connected.

“The Cold Weather Rule 
puts Minnesotans’ health and 
safety first by ensuring your 
heat stays on during our cold 
weather months,” said PUC 
Chair Katie Sieben. “We en-
courage you to contact your 
utility company now to avoid 
shutoffs.”

Commerce Commis-
sioner Grace Arnold said, 
“With one application, Min-
nesotans can qualify for 
energy assistance and weath-
erization assistance to make 
energy bills more affordable 
and to permanently lower 
your energy bills. You can 
also apply for assistance to 
pay past-due water and sewer 
bills.”

Cold Weather Rule
Get info online: PUC 

Shutoff Protection (mn.gov/
puc/consumers/shut-off-pro-
tection/);

Contact the PUC Con-
sumer Affairs Office: 800-
657-3782 or consumer.puc@
state.mn.us.

When does the Cold 
Weather Rule take effect? 
The Cold Weather Rule 

(CWR) started October 1 and 
extends through April 30. The 
dates were extended under a 
state law passed in 2021. 

How do you sign up? 
Contact your natural gas or 
electric utility company and 
request a Cold Weather Rule 
payment plan. You can es-
tablish a payment plan at any 
time during the CWR season. 
Once you set up a payment 

plan and keep it, you are 
protected from having your 
heat disconnected. If you are 
unable to agree with your util-
ity company on a payment 
amount, you have the right 
to appeal. Contact the PUC 
Consumer Affairs Office: 
800-657-3782.

Can your heat be shut 
off during winter? YES. 
You must make and keep 
the CWR payment plan you 
set up with your natural gas 
or electric utility company 
to receive CWR protection 
between October 1 and April 
30. This is true for all resi-
dential customers, including 
senior citizens and families 
with young children.

Energy Assistance 
Program
How do you apply? Re-

quest an application or find 
your local service provider 
with one of these options: 

Go online: mn.gov/
home;

Call 800-657-3710 and 
press 1 ;

Who qualifies? Home-
owners and renters can qual-
ify for energy assistance.

Check online to see if 
your income qualifies. For 
example, a family of four 
could earn up to $58,793 an-
nually and qualify.  

The application con-
siders your most recent 3 
months of income and does 
not include federal stimulus 

or unemployment payments.
How does the program 

work? Payments on energy 
and water bills are sent di-
rectly to the household’s 
utility company. Benefits av-
erage $500 per household.

Additional benefits that 
you may qualify for:

• Getting help to prevent 
disconnection;

• Get-
ting recon-
nected to 
your heat 
and power 
if you have 

been disconnected;
• Receiving emergency 

fuel delivery if you heat your 
house with propane or heat-
ing oil;

• For homeowners, if 
your furnace or heating sys-
tem is broken, you could get 
help with repair or replace-
ment.

With one application, 
homeowners and renters can 
also qualify for the Weather-
ization Assistance Program to 
receive free home improve-
ments to help save you energy 
and ensure your home is a 
warm, healthy and safe place 
to live. You may also qualify 
through the same application 
for assistance to pay past-due 
water and sewer bills.

About
The Minnesota Public 

Utilities Commission regu-
lates three cornerstone ser-
vice industries in Minnesota’s 
economy: electricity, natural 
gas and telephone. The Com-
mission’s mission is to create 
and maintain a regulatory en-
vironment that ensures safe, 
adequate and efficient utility 
services at fair, reasonable 
rates consistent with State 
telecommunications and 
energy policies. It does so 
by providing independent, 
consistent, professional and 
comprehensive oversight 
and regulation of utility ser-
vice providers. Learn more at 
mn.gov/puc.

Help for Minnesotans 
struggling to pay energy bills

GENERATIONS OF NAVY. Gavin Laing with Fritz Laing in the photo left. In photo right, Gavin’s great-aunt Netti Haus, 
Gavin, grandmother Mary Neuman of Palmer, brother Garrett of Maple Grove and Father Gregg. Gavin deported his frst time 
in 2018 for Asia for 18 months and will deport for his second time in Dec. 2022. Fritz was in Korean war 70 years ago and is 
now 91 years old. Gavin is stationed in Birminham, WA with his wife Cryst’l. His grandparents are Fritz and Shirley Laing of 
Freeport, MN  and Mary Neuman and  the late Jerry Neuman, who was also in the Navy. (Submitted photos.)
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OAK PARK
CREAMERY

See us for all your feed 
needs. Hubbard, Heims, 
Purina & Oak Park brand 
feeds. Crystalyx tubs. We 
specialize in small orders 
of custom made feed. RR 
Corn $194.00/Bag. EN-
LIST E3 Soybeans $50.00/
Bag.

OAK PARK CREAMERY
16623 Ironwood Rd NE

Oak Park, MN
320-968-7864

Farm Supplies
AUTOMOBILES
DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHAR-
ITY. Receive maximum value of 
write off for your taxes. Running or 
not! All conditions accepted. Free 
pickup. Call for details. 855-752-
6680 (mcn)

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK 
TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. 
Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax Deduct-
ible, Free Towing, All Paperwork 
Taken Care Of. CALL 1-855-977-
7030 (mcn)

CASH FOR CARS! We buy all cars! 
Junk, high-end, totaled – it doesn’t 
matter! Get free towing and same day 
cash! NEWER MODELS too! Call 
1-877-978-2510. (mcn)

CABLE/INTERNET
BEST SATELLITE TV with 2 Year 
Price Guarantee! $59.99/mo with 190 
channels and 3 months free premium 
movie channels! Free next day instal-
lation! Call 855-824-1258. (mcn)

DirecTV Satellite TV Service Start-
ing at $74.99/month! Free Installa-
tion! 160+ channels available. Call 
Now to Get the Most Sports & Enter-
tainment on TV! 844-558-1767 (mcn)

DIRECTV Stream - Carries the 
Most Local MLB Games! CHOICE 
Package, $89.99/mo for 12 months. 
Stream on 20 devices in your home at 
once. HBO Max included for 3 mos 
(w/CHOICE Package or higher.) No 
annual contract, no hidden fees! Some 
restrictions apply. Call IVS 1-866-
387-0621. (mcn)

DISH Network. $64.99 for 190 
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet, 
$19.99/mo. (where available.) Switch 
& Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. 
FREE Voice Remote. FREE HD 
DVR. FREE Streaming on ALL De-
vices. Call today! 1-855-434-0020 
(mcn)

Get DIRECTV for $64.99/mo for 
12 months with CHOICE Pack-
age. Save an additional $120 over 1st 
year. First 3 months ofNHBO Max, 
Cinemax, Showtime, Starz and Epix 
included! Directv is #1 in Customer 
Satisfaction (JD Power & Assoc.) 
Some restrictions apply. Call 1-866-
296-1409. (mcn)

DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Chan-
nels + $14.95 High Speed Internet. 
Free Installation, Smart HD DVR 
Included, Free Voice Remote. Some 
restrictions apply. Promo Expires 
1/21/23. 1-866-590-6451. (mcn)

EDUCATION
TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDI-
CAL BILLING! Become a Medical 
Office Professional online at CTI! Get 
Trained, Certified &Nready to work 
in months! Call 855-493-4066. (M-F 
8am-6pm ET). Computer with inter-
net is required. (mcn)

FINANCIAL
The COVID crisis has cost us all 
something. Many have lost jobs and 
financial security. Have $10K In 
Debt? Credit Cards. Medical Bills. 
Car Loans. Call NATIONAL DEBT 
RELIEF! We can help! Get a FREE 
debt relief quote: Call 1-866-552-
0649.(mcn)

FOR SALE
ENJOY 100% guaranteed, deliv-
ered-to-the-door Omaha Steaks! 
Get 8 FREE Filet Mignon Burgers! 
Order The Butcher’s Deluxe package 
this holiday season- ONLY $99.99. 
Call 1-888-960-0730 and mention 
code 71941CKL or visit www.oma-
hasteaks.com/GiftGiving3327. (mcn)

Give a “Cheesy Gift” this holiday 

season! May we suggest our World 
Champion Artisan Cheeses. Made 
by Meister Cheese, Muscoda, Wis-
consin. Many flavors to choose from. 
Gift baskets as low as $30 including 
shipping! Place your orders by calling 
608-739-3134 x230 or order online at 
store.meistercheese.com. However 
you order -use code MFCP to save 
even more! (mcn)

HEALTH & MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator 
May Be Covered by Medicare! Re-
claim independence and mobility with 
the compact design and long-lasting 
battery of Inogen One. Free informa-
tion kit! Call 844-716-2411. (mcn)

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 350 plus 
procedures. Real dental insurance 
- NOT just a discount plan. Do not 
wait! Call now! Get your FREE 
Dental Information Kit with all 
the details! 1-855-973-9175 www.
dental50plus.com/https://www.den-
tal50plus.com/midwest #6258 (mcn)

Don’t let the stairs limit your mo-
bility! Discover the ideal solution for 
anyone who struggles on the stairs, is 
concerned about a fall or wants to re-
gain access to their entire home. Call 
AmeriGlide today! 1-877-916-2093. 
(mcn)

Attention Viagra users: Generic 100 
mg blue pills or generic 20 mg yellow 
pills. Get 45 plus 5 free $99 + S/H. 
Call Today 1-877-707-5659. (mcn)

MISCELLANEOUS
Safe Step. North Americas #1 
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive life-
time warranty. Top-of-the-line in-
stallation and service. Now featuring 
our FREE shower package and $1600 
Off for a limited time! Call today! 
Financing available. Call Safe Step 
1-844-290-5083. (mcn)

LONG DISTANCE MOVING: Call 
today for a FREE QUOTE from 
America’s Most Trusted Interstate 
Movers. Let us take the stress out of 
moving! Speak to a Relocation Spe-
cialist, call 877-327-0795. (mcn)

FREE AUTO INSURANCE 
QUOTES for uninsured and insured 
drivers. Let us show you how much 
you can save! Call 855-995-2382 
(mcn)

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. 
EASY, ONE DAY updates! We spe-
cialize in safe bathing. Grab bars, no 
slip flooring & seated showers. Call 
for a free in-home consultation: 855-
836-2250. (mcn) 

NEED NEW FLOORING? Call 
Empire Today® to schedule a FREE 
in-home estimate on Carpeting & 
Flooring. Call Today! 844-785-0305 
(mcn)

Never clean your gutters again! 
Affordable, professionally installed 
gutter guards protect your gutters and 
home from debris and leaves forever! 
For a FREE Quote call: 877-761-1449 
(mcn)

The Generac PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery storage system. SAVE 
money, reduce your reliance on the 
grid, prepare for power outages and 
power your home. Full installation 
services available. $0 Down Financ-
ing Option. Request a FREE, no 
obligation, quote today. Call 1-877-
381-3059. (mcn)

Prepare for power outages today 
with a GENERAC home standby 
generator. $0 Money Down + Low 
Monthly Payment Options. Request 

a FREE Quote. Call now before the 
next power outage: 1-877-228-5789 
(mcn)

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced de-
bris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 10% 
Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-855-577-1268. Promo Code 285. 
(mcn)

Become a Published Author. We 
want to Read Your Book! Dorrance 
Publishing-Trusted by Authors Since 
1920. Book manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. Compre-
hensive Services: Consultation, Pro-
duction, Promotion and Distribution. 
Call for Your Free Author`s Guide 
1-877-516-0706 or visit dorranceinfo.
com/Midwest (mcn)

Wesley Financial Group, LLC 
Timeshare Cancellation Experts. 
Over $50,000,000 in timeshare debt 
and fees cancelled in 2019.Get free 
informational package and learn how 
to get rid of your timeshare! Free con-
sultations. Over 450 positive  reviews. 
Call 877-326-1608. (mcn)

Trouble hearing your TV? Try TV 
EARS Voice Clarifying Wireless TV 
Speaker. Better than a soundbar and/
or turning the TV volume way up. 
Special, limited time $50 off offer. 
Call TV Ears. Use code MBSP50. 
Call 1-844-455-0505. (mcn)

DIAGNOSED WITH LUNG CAN-
CER? You may qualify for a substan-
tial cash award - even with smoking 
history. NO obligation! We’ve recov-
ered millions. Let us help!! Call 24/7, 
1-888-490-8260. (mcn)

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in 
as little as ONE DAY! Affordable 
prices - No payments for 18 months! 
Lifetime warranty & professional in-
stalls. Senior & Military Discounts 
available. Call 1-866-585-7073. 
(mcn)

Switch and save up to $250/year on 
your talk, text and data. No con-
tract and no hidden fees. Unlimited 
talk and text with flexible data plans. 
Premium nationwide coverage. 100% 
U.S. based customer service. Limited 
time offer! Get $50 off on any new 
account. Use code GIFT50. For more 
information, call 1-888-909-7338. 
(mcn)

The Iowa City Old Capitol Coin 
Club Coin Show, December 4th, 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m., Riverside Casino, 3184 
Hwy 22 Riverside IA. FREE Admis-
sion. Over 50 dealers displaying rare 
coins and currency.(mcn)

Caring for an aging loved one? 
Wondering about options like se-
nior-living communities and in-home 
care? Caring.com’s Family Advisors 
are here to help take the guesswork 
out of senior care for you and your 
family. Call for your FREE, no-obli-
gation consultation: 1-855-568-2947. 
(mcn)

WANT TO BUY
PAYING TOP CA$H FOR MEN’S 
SPORT WATCHES! Rolex, Breit-
ling, Omega, Patek Philippe, Heuer, 
Daytona, GMT, Submariner, Speed-
master.. Call: 866-314-9742. (mcn)

TOP CA$H PAID FOR OLD GUI-
TARS! 1920-1980 Gibson, Martin, 
Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, 
Mosrite, Rickenbacker, Prairie State, 
D’Angelico, Stromberg. And Gibson 
Mandolins / Banjos. 866-470-1643. 
(mcn)

Minnesota Newspaper Association Classifieds

220 USED CARS to choose 
from. We also BUY used cars. 
Guaranteed Approval! Brandl 
Auto Connection, 559 Hwy 10, 
St. Cloud (next to the red barn 
Dairy Queen). 320-229-1900. 
Apply online at: 
www.BrandlAutoConnection.com
________________________

Used Cars

Fine Art & Gifts

NORLIEN FINE ART & 
GIFT SALE

20% OFF Storewide
Friday-Saturday, 

December 2-3 & 9-10 
Hours 10 am - 5 pm. 

Art, Home Decor, Gifts. 
www.norlienfineart.com.  

20171 Lake Maria 
Road,

Clearwater, 
763-767-9276  

DESKTOPS AND LAPTOP 
REPAIR. On-site or drop off. 
Computer cleanup - upgrades. 
Big Lake, 763-263-7070.
________________________

Computers

MURPHY
CHEVROLET

New & Used Cars & Trucks
(320) 968-6239

www.murphychevrolet.com

Automotive
NOTICE: Outdoor Furnace, 
Parts and Supplies, High 
demand and limited avail-
ability. Plan and look ahead. 
Reserve now to have one 
for this summer or fall instal-
lation. We feature Central 
Boiler furnaces and products 
for complete installation. We 
have Financing available, 
26% Tax Credit available on 
some models. Reserve today  
Class-Act Outdoor Furnace 
763-972-6255                              
________________________

Outdoor Furnaces

 Big Lake Senior Center
The Big Lake Senior Club meets Tues., 1-4pm, Big Lake City 

Hall, 160 Lake St. North. 
We would love to have you join us for card games, refreshments  

& conversation. 
For More Information Call: 

(763) 309-1010 and/or (763) 207-8703

Becker Area Senior 
Center (BASC) 

Upcoming Events
BASC NOW AT BCC! ALL AREA SENIORS WELCOME.

SENIOR CENTER OPEN MON. - FRI. 5AM-5PM.  
COFFEE IS ON AT 5AM. COME DROP IN!

Mon., Nov. 28: All day coffee, catch up on the news with St. Cloud & 
Minneapolis daily papers today & everyday.
Tues., Nov. 29: 7am: BBC Gym morning walk; 9am: Cards & Con-
versation; 11am: Speaker Pat Braun on Foster Grandparents, lunch 
to follow. 
Thurs., Dec. 1: 9am: Cards/Conversation; 11am: Make Reindeer for 
the Reindeer Games on Dec. 8. 
Sat., Dec. 3: 9am: Friends of the Library Christmas Book Sale at BCC 
Front Lobby. Do your Christmas Shopping.

Becker Community Center: 763-200-4271
Blood Pressure available whenever BASC is open  

Send activity/class opportunities to: 
basc.becker@gmail.com

Planning Mtg.: 3rd Wed., 1pm; Next Board mtg.: Jan. 18, 3-5pm 
Nov. 15-Dec. 3: Holiday Tradition Recipe Swap 

(at the Library-see BASC Newletter for more details.)

December - Sherburne County - Health & Human Services - Classes are as follows:
Car Seat Distribution Classes: Wed., Dec. 14, 2022, 1:30-3pm, & Thurs., Dec. 29, 2022, 9:30-11am at the 
Sherburne County Government Center, 13880 Business Center Drive NW, Elk River. If eligible, residents of 
Sherburne County can receive a car seat for a $20 suggested donation. Call to find out income guidelines (Res-
idents of Sherburne enrolled in WIC or medical assistance program are eligible, Non-Resident Children with a 
Minnesota PMAP (Blue Plus, HealthPartners, UCare medical assistance programs are eligible). Call to receive 
more information or register, 763-765-4112 or 1-800-433-5239. https://www.co.sherburne.mn.us/396/Child-Pas-
senger-Safety-Car-Seats
First Steps Central MN Personal Nurses: Benton, Sherburne, Stearns & Wright County have a team of Personal 
Nurses who connect with families that are pregnant or recently had a baby. Our Nurses offer support & information 
to be the best parent you can be, have a safe, loving home for you and your baby, connect to resources in your 
community to get things needed for your baby, and find ways to continue your education and develop job skills. 
The program is at no cost to you. Call 763-276-0441 or visit www.firststepscentralmn.org for more information.
HIV testing: Free and confidential testing is available by appointment at: Sherburne County Health & Human 
Services, 13880 Business Center Drive, Elk River, MN 55330. Contact our HIV tester at 763-765-4000.
Immunization/ Covid-19 Vaccine Tuesdays: Sherburne County Public Health is offering free Covid-19 Vaccine 
1st & 2nd doses, & ages 5 & up.  We offer free or low-cost immunizations for children 18 years of age or younger 
& uninsured or underinsured adults 19 years & older in Minnesota who meet eligibility guidelines on Tues. from 
9am-4pm. Call for an appointment or more information, 763-765-4000 or 1-800-433-5239.
Outreach in St. Cloud: The Sherburne County Wellness bus will be at Cashwise East in St Cloud on the 2nd & 
4th Wednesday of every month from 9:30-3pm. HHS staff will answer questions about public assistance programs 
& assist Sherburne County residents in applying for, or maintaining, benefits. Need Help with Food, Child Care, 
Medical Assistance, Housing, Utility Disconnects, Evictions? Walk ins welcome!
WIC (Women, Infants & Children): is for women who are pregnant, breastfeeding, recently had a baby, infants 
& children to their 5th birthday. WIC provides nutrition education, breastfeeding support, healthy foods & referrals 
to health services/community resources. The service is free, & you or your children may be eligible. For more in-
formation, please call 763-765-4116 or 1-800-433-5239, or check out the website http://www.co.sherburne.mn.us/
hhs/wic.php. The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in the administration 
of its programs. WIC is an equal opportunity provider.
*Drop-in Childcare: Need someone to watch your children while you renew your driver’s license, attend a 
court hearing, apply for a passport, or conduct other business at the Sherburne County Government Center? 
Free childcare is now available for children ages 6 weeks -12 years. 2.5-hour time limit. Hours of operation 
are Monday – Thursday 9am – 3:30pm and Friday 9am – noon. Parent/caregiver will be provided with a pager 
and must remain on premises. Guidelines and capacity limits apply.

NOW HIRING. SERVICE 
TECHS AND INSTALLERS.  
Great pay and benefits. Email 
resume to: aceheatingan-
dair@outlook.com or call 
763-389-2647 or apply online: 
aceheatingandair.com.
________________________

Help Wanted

                                     Week of November 27, 2022             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

WANTED TO BUY MISCELLANEOUSMISCELLANEOUS
WANTED: 

ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES 
Running or not. Titled or not. Cash 
in exchange. Sell now while prices 
are high! Call Dan at 612/720-2142

FREE HIGH-SPEED INTERNET 
for those that qualify. Government pro-
gram for recipients of select programs 
include Medicaid, SNAP, Housing As-
sistance, WIC, Veterans Pension, Sur-
vivor Bene ts, Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB 
internet service. Bonus off er: Android 
tablet FREE with one-time $20 co-
pay. Free shipping & handling. Call 
Maxsip Telecom today! 866/433-5324

DONATE YOUR CAR 
truck or boat to Heritage For The 
Blind. Free 3-day vacation, tax de-
ductible, free towing, all paper-
work taken care of 844/220-9501

ENJOY 100% GUARANTEED 
delivered-to-the-door Omaha Steaks! Get 
8 FREE Filet Mignon Burgers! Order The 
Butcher’s Deluxe package this holiday 
season- only $99.99. Call 855/402-7187 
and mention code 71941ALG or visit 
www.omahasteaks.com/GiftGiving3287

THE GENERAC PWRCELL 
a solar plus battery storage system. 
Save money, reduce your reliance on 
the grid, prepare for power outages 
and power your home. Full installa-
tion services available. $0 Down  nanc-
ing option. Request a free, no obliga-
tion quote today. Call 888/913-5895

DISH NETWORK
$64.99 for 190 Channels! Blazing fast 
internet, $19.99/mo. (where avail-
able.) Switch & get a FREE $100 Visa 
gift card. FREE voice remote. FREE 
HD DVR. FREE streaming on ALL 
devices. Call today! 855/562-4309 

SAVE MONEY!
Call your local newspaper 

or MNA 800-279-2979
to  nd out how you can save 

money by placing your 
advertisement here!

TO PLACE A
 CLASSIFIED AD 
Patriot office 
763-275-0275

2022 Turkey Drawing Winners
Following are the participating businesses and winners in the annual Becker / Big Lake / Clear Lake / Clearwater merchants turkey/prize drawings. Winners of the turkey/

prizes are asked to report to those businesses to pick up their certificate or prizes, which can be redeemed at: BILL’S FAMILY FOODS IN BECKER, Coborn’s in Big Lake or Coborn’s in 
Clearwater per your winning certificate.

 Certificates must be redeemed by Saturday, Dec. 3rd
Becker Merchants

American Family: Vern Jurek, 
Becker.
Beck’s Pub: George Pappenfus, 
Becker.
Country Lumber (2): Carol Brunn, 
Becker; Joseph Bethke, Becker. 
Fantastic Sam’s: Ed Lewis, Clear 
Lake.
Bill’s Family Food’s (5): Marcel 
& Elizabeth Frank, Becker; Rick & 
Tammy Zenner, Big Lake; Alyssa 
Friedman, Becker; Jeff & Tara Carl-
son, Becker; Clyde Stein.
Becker Furniture World (10): Sha-
ron Winkelman, St. Cloud; Jan Glad-
den, Big Lake; Richard Rossberg, 
Becker; Billeye Jvarez, Big Lake; 
Greg & Denise Leiferman, Clear 
Lake; Clyde Stein; Joseph Bethke, 
Becker; Lance Lindstrom, Monticello; 
Jim Rosha, Clearwater; Jeannie John-
son, Clear Lake.
Los Ortizes (2): Kevin Wallin, 
Becker; Billeye Jvarez, Big Lake.
Majestic Creations: Jenifer Zipf, 
Clear Lake.
National Realty Guild: Rebecca 
Mix, St. Cloud.
Patriot: Gwen Dunteman, Becker.
Pizza Depot: Sara Gullickson, Clear 
Lake.
Santiago Country Store: Lisa 
Schwintek, Clear Lake.
Structural Buildings (2): Kevin 
Woods, Becker; George Pappenfus, 
Becker.
Three Ladies Laundry: Christina 
Friedman, Becker.
True Value: Reinold Gruber, Clear 
Lake.

Big Lake Merchants
American Family (2): Linda Han-
cock; Christina Friedman, Becker.

Coborn’s (2): Karen Mitchell, Big 
Lake; Jennifer Tessmer, Big Lake.
Corner Oaks Dentistry (2): Dennis 
Pilarski, Clear Lake; Phyllis Nees, 
Big Lake.
Great River Spine (2): Liz Brenden; 
Jan Gladden, Big Lake.
3 Sons Hardware: Billeye Jvarez, 
Big Lake.
Lake Liquors (2): Dennis Pilarski; 
Sandra Earnst.
Liberty Bank (3): Rob Barker; Phyl-
lis Nees, Big Lake; Cynthia Brockopp, 
Big Lake.
Minnco Credit Union (2): Jan Glad-
den, Big Lake; Billeye Jvarez, Big 
Lake.
Old National (2): Cynthia Brockopp, 
Big Lake; Rob Barker.
Patriot: Glenn Tummel, Big Lake.
Pizza Factory: David Moos, Big 
Lake.
State Farm (2): John Russin; Char 
Stearns.

Clear Lake/Palmer Merchants
Briggs Lake General Store: Denise 
Pilarski, Clear Lake.
Oak Park Creamery: Vern Jurek, 
Becker.
Patriot: Celia Mix, Clear Lake.
Ralphie’s Minnoco (2): Bruce Solt, 
Clear Lake; Mary Lenk, Clearwater.
Royal Renovations: Ed Lewis, Clear 
Lake.

Clearwater Merchants
American Heritage Bank (2): Alyssa 
Friedman, Becker; Victoria Ashbrook, 
Clearwater.
Authority Fence: Vicki Helget, 
Clearwater.
Clearwater American Legion: Jim 
Heaton, Clearwater.
Clearwater Chiropractic (2): Patty 

Dease, Clearwater; Shari Janson, 
South Haven.
Clearwater Corners: Melissa 
Koubsky, Clear Lake.
Coborn’s: Susan Klippen, Clear Lake.
Coborn’s Liquor: Parker Friedman, 
Becker.
Flinstones Lounge: Chris H., Clear-
water.
Lake Central Bank: Joan Jendro, St. 
Augusta.
Oodles of Doodles: Andy Anderson, 
Clearwater.
Parts City (10): Ken Calla, Clear-
water; William Lee, Annandale; Ted 
Lysdal, Clear Lake; Eugene Quast, 
Monticello; Walter Eisenschenk, 
Clearwater; Steve Janke, Clearwa-
ter; Mary Lenk, Clearwater; Melissa 
Koubsky, Clear Lake; Jenifer Zipf, 
Clear Lake; Scott Zopfi, Clearwater.
Patriot: William Lee, Annandale.
T&R Meats (2 Gift Certificates): 
Carol Lauermann, Clearwater; Di-
anne Guyant, Clearwater.
Tom’s Auto Repair (3): Carol Lau-
ermann, Clearwater; Jeannie John-
son, Clear Lake; Tammy Zenner, 
Big Lake.
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NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

Date:   October 13, 2022
YOU ARE NOTIFIED THAT:
1.	 Default has occurred in the 

conditions of that certain 
First Mortgage (“Mortgage”) 
dated August 20, 2003, exe-
cuted by Jefferey W. Keener 
and Paula B. Keener, hus-
band and wife, the Mort-
gagors to Central Minnesota 
Habitat for Humanity, f/k/a 
St. Cloud Area Habitat for 
Humanity, a Minnesota 
non-profit organization, the 
Mortgagee, and filed for re-
cord on November 5, 2003, 
as Document No. 529173, in 
the Office of the Recorder 
of Sherburne County, Min-
nesota, and as thereafter 
amended and modified. 

2.	 The original principal 
amount secured by the Mort-
gage was:  $50,879.00.

3.	 No action or proceeding at 
law is now pending to re-
cover the debt secured by 
the Mortgage, or any part 
thereof.

4.	 The holder of the Mortgage 
has complied with all con-
ditions precedent to accel-
eration of the debt secured 
by the Mortgage and fore-
closure of the Mortgage, and 
all notice and other require-
ments of applicable statutes.

5.	 At the date of this notice the 
amount due on the Mort-
gage, and taxes, if any, paid 
by the holder of the Mort-
gage is: $6,329.82.

6.	 Pursuant to the power of sale 
in the Mortgage, the Mort-
gage will be foreclosed, on 
the land described as follows: 
Lot Fourteen (14), Block 
Three (3) West Hunter Lake 
Addition and Lot One (1), 
Block Two (2) West Hunter 
Lake Second Addition, ac-
cording to the plat on file in 
the office of the Sherburne 
County Recorder, Sher-
burne County, Minnesota. 
Tax PID Nos. 30-403-
0 3 5 5 ,  3 0 - 4 0 4 - 0 2 0 1 
Address:  25514 101st 
Street NW, Zimmer-
man, Minnesota  55398      
and will be sold by the 
County Sheriff of Sherburne 
County, Minnesota, at pub-
lic auction on Wednesday, 
December 7, 2022, at 10:00 
o’clock a.m. at the Sher-
burne County Sheriff’s Of-
fice, 13880 Business Center 
Drive NW, Elk River, Min-
nesota 55330.

7.	 The time allowed by law 
for redemption of Mortgag-
ors or Mortgagor’s personal 
representatives or assigns is 
six (6) months after the date 
of sale.

8.	 If the Mortgage is not re-
instated under Minn. Stat. 
§580.30 or the property is 
not redeemed under Minn. 
Stat. §580.23, the Mortgagor 
must vacate the property on 
or before 11:59 p.m. on June 
7, 2023, or the next business 
day if June 7, 2023, falls on 
a Saturday, Sunday or legal 
holiday.

9.	 THE TIME ALLOWED BY 
LAW FOR REDEMPTION 
BY THE MORTGAGOR, 
THE MORTGAGOR’S 
PERSONAL REPRESEN-
TATIVES OR ASSIGNS 
MAY BE REDUCED 
TO FIVE WEEKS IF A 
JUDICIAL ORDER IS 
ENTERED UNDER MIN-
NESOTA STATUTES, 
SECTION 582.032, DETER-
MINING, AMONG OTHER 
THINGS THAT THE 
MORTGAGED PREMISES 
ARE IMPROVED WITH A 
RESIDENTIAL DWELL-
ING OF LESS THAN FIVE 
UNITS, ARE NOT PROP-
ERTY USED IN AGRICUL-
TURAL PRODUCTION, 
AND ARE ABANDONED.

THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO 
COLLECT A DEBT AND ANY 
INFORMATION OBTAINED 
WILL BE USED FOR THAT 
PURPOSE.
Mortgagee or Assignee of Mort-
gage:
By    
Dorraine A. Larison (#203609)
Attorneys for Mortgagee or
Assignee of Mortgagee:
LATHROP GPM LLP
1010 West St. Germain, Suite 
500	
St. Cloud, MN  56301
(320) 252-4414
(Published in the Patriot: 
10/22/22; 10/29/22; 11/05/22; 
11/12/22; 11/19/22; 11/26/22.)
______________________________________________________

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE
FORECLOSURE SALE
NOTICE IS HEREBY 

GIVEN that a default has occurred
in the conditions of the following
described Mortgage:
1.	 Date of Mortgage: August 

20, 2018
2.	 Mortgagor: Darren E. Skin-

ner and Denise M. Skinner
3.	 Mortgagee: The Bank of Elk 

River
4.	 Recording Information: filed 

August 28, 2018 as Docu-
ment No. 861321

5.	 Assignments of Mortgage: 
none

6.	 Legal Description of mort-
gaged premises:

Lot 2, Block 1, Rosewood
Estates, Sherburne
County, Minnesota.
Abstract Property.

7.	 Tax parcel identification 
number of property: 10-470-
0110

8.	 Property Address: 22613 
170th Street NW, Big Lake, 
MN 55309

9.	 The person holding the 
Mortgage is not a transac-
tion agent, as defined by 
Minn. Stat. 58.02, subd. 30. 
The name of the residential 
mortgage servicer and the 
lender or broker, as defined 
in Minn. Stat. 58.02 is The 
Bank of Elk River

10.	 The name of the mortgage 
originator as defined in 
Minn. Stat. 58.02 is The 
Bank of Elk River

11.	 All pre-foreclosure require-
ments have been complied 
with; that no action or pro-
ceeding has been instituted 
at law or otherwise to re-
cover the debt secured by 
said mortgage, or any part 
thereof.

12.	 The original principal 
amount secured by the Mort-
gage was $60,000.00.

13.	 As of the date of this notice 
the amount due on the Mort-
gage is $30,957.15.

14.	 Pursuant to the power of 
sale in the Mortgage, the 
Mortgage will be foreclosed 
and the mortgaged property 
will be sold by the Sheriff of 
Sherburne County at public 
auction on November 30, 
2022, at 10:00 a.m. at the 
Sherburne County Sheriff’s 
Office, Sherburne County 
Government Center, 13880 
Business Ctr. Dr. NW, Elk 
River, MN 55330 to pay the 
debt then secured by said 
Mortgage, and taxes, if any, 
on said property, and the 
costs and disbursements, 
including attorneys’ fees al-
lowed by law.

15.	 The time allowed for re-
demption by Mortgagor or 
Mortgagor’s personal rep-
resentatives or assigns is 
TWELVE (12) MONTHS 
after the date of the sale

16.	 TIME AND DATE TO VA-
CATE THE PROPERTY: If 
the real estate is an owner 
occupied, single-family 
dwelling, unless otherwise 
provided by law, the date 
on or before which the 
mortgagor must vacate the 
property, if the mortgage 
is not reinstated under sec-
tion 580.30 or the property 
redeemed under section 
580.23, is 11:59 p.m. on No-
vember 30, 2023.

THE TIME ALLOWED BY 
LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY 
MORTGAGOR, THE MORT-
GAGOR’S PERSONAL REP-
RESENTATIVES OR ASSIGNS, 
MAY BE REDUCED TO FIVE 
WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL ORDER 
IS ENTERED UNDER MIN-
NESOTA STATUTES SEC-
TION 582.032 DETERMINING 
AMONG OTHER THINGS, 
THAT THE MORTGAGED 
PREMISES ARE IMPROVED 
WITH A RESIDENTIAL 
DWELLING OR LESS THAN 5 
UNITS, ARE NOT PROPERTY 
USED FOR AGRICULTURAL 
PRODUCTION, AND ARE 
ABANDONED. 

MORTGAGOR(S) RE-
LEASED FROM FINANCIAL 
OBLIGATION ON MORTGAGE: 
None

THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO 
COLLECT A DEBT. ANY IN-
FORMATION OBTAINED WILL 
BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
Dated: October 12, 2022.
/s/ Eric J. Sherburne
Eric J. Sherburne (0279389)
Eckberg Lammers, P.C.
Attorneys for Mortgagee
430 Second Street
Hudson, WI 54016
Telephone: (715) 386-3733
(Published in the Patriot: 
10/22/22; 10/29/22; 11/05/22; 
11/12/22; 11/19/22; 11/26/22.)

NOTICE OF 
POSTPONEMENT
OF MORTGAGE 

FORECLOSURE SALE
NOTICE IS HEREBY 

GIVEN, that the mortgage fore-
closure sale referred to in the 
foregoing Notice of Mortgage 
Foreclosure Sale has been post-
poned to:
DATE AND TIME OF SALE: De-
cember 28, 2022 at 10:00 AM
PLACE OF SALE: Sherburne 
County Sheriff’s Office, Sher-
burne County Government Center, 
13880 Business Ctr. Dr. NW, Elk 
River, MN 55330.

The time allowed for redemp-
tion by Mortgagor or Mortgagor’s 
personal representatives or assigns 
is TWELVE (12) MONTHS after 
the date of the sale

TIME AND DATE TO VA-
CATE PROPERTY: Unless said 
mortgage is reinstated or the prop-
erty redeemed, or unless the time 
for redemption is reduced by ju-
dicial order, you must vacate the 
premises by 11:59 p.m. on Decem-
ber 28, 2023.

THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO 
COLLECT A DEBT. ANY IN-
FORMATION OBTAINED WILL 
BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE. 
Dated:  November 9, 2022.
/s/ Eric J. Sherburne	
Eric J. Sherburne (0279389)
Eckberg Lammers, P.C.
Attorneys for Mortgagee
430 Second Street
Hudson, WI 54016
Telephone: (715) 386-3733
(Published in the Patriot: 
11/19/22; 11/26/22.)
______________________________________________________

Office of the Minnesota 
Secretary of State

Certificate of Assumed Name
Minnesota Statutes, 

Chapter 333
The filing of an assumed 

name does not provide a user with 
exclusive rights to that name. The 
filing is required for consumer 
protection in order to enable cus-
tomers to be able to identify the 
true owner of a business.
ASSUMED NAME: Team Hinty
PRINCIPAL PLACE OF BUSI-
NESS: 13151 Carole Court 
Becker MN 55308 USA
NAMEHOLDER(S):
Name: 
Donelle Linda Jensen Hinter-
meiser
James Phillip Hintermeiser
Address: 
13151 Carole Court Becker MN 
55308 USA
13151 Carole Court Becker MN 
55308 USA

If you submit an attachment, it 
will be incorporated into this doc-
ument. If the attachment conflicts 
with the information specifically 
set forth in this document, this 
document supersedes the data ref-
erenced in the attachment.

By typing my name, I, the un-
dersigned, certify that I am sign-
ing this document as the person 
whose signature is required, or 
as agent of the person(s) whose 
signature would be required who 
has authorized me to sign this 
document on his/her behalf, or in 
both capacities. I further certify 
that I have completed all required 
fields, and that the information in 
this document is true and correct 
and in compliance with the appli-
cable chapter of Minnesota Stat-
utes. I understand that by signing 
this document I am subject to the 
penalties of perjury as set forth in 
Section 609.48 as if I had signed 
this document under oath.
SIGNED BY: James Hinter-
meiser
MAILING ADDRESS: None Pro-
vided
EMAIL FOR OFFICIAL NO-
TICES: jamesanddonelle@gmail.
com
Work Item: 1348694200020
Original File Number: 
1348694200020
STATE OF MINNESOTA
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 
OF STATE
FILED
11/13/2022
11:59 PM
/s/ Steve Simon
Secretary of State
(Published in the Patriot: 
11/19/22; 11/26/22.)
______________________________________________________

STATE OF MINNESOTA
DISTRICT COURT

COUNTY OF SHERBURNE
TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

PROBATE DIVISION
Court File No.: 71-PR-22-144
In Re the Estate of 
Frank Martin Kosloski, 
Decedent.

ORDER AND NOTICE OF 
HEARING ON PETITION FOR 
FORMAL ADJUDICATION 
OF INTESTACY, DETERMI-
NATION OF HEIRS, AND AP-
POINTMENT OF PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVE

It is Ordered and Notice is 
hereby given that on the 6th day 
of December, 2022 at 9:30 A.M., 
a hearing will be held in the above 
named Court at Sherburne, Min-
nesota, of the formal adjudica-
tion of intestacy, determination 
of heirs, and for the appointment 
of Tammy Leanne Wesely, 12832 
- 296th Avenue NW, Princeton, 
MN 55371, as personal represen-
tative of the estate of the above 
named decedent in unsupervised 
administration, and that any ob-
jections thereto must be filed with 
the Court. That if proper, and no 
objections are filed, said personal 
representative will be appointed to 
administer the estate, to collect all 
assets, pay all legal debts, claims, 
taxes and expenses, and sell real 
and personal property, and do all 
necessary acts for the estate. Upon 
completion of the administration, 
the representative shall file a final 
account for the allowance and shall 
distribute the estate to the persons 
thereunto entitled as ordered by 
the Court, and close the estate.

Notice is further given that 
ALL CREDITORS having claims 
against said estate are required to 
present the same to said personal 
representative or to the Clerk of 
the Court within four months 
after the date of this notice or said 
claims will be barred.
BY THE COURT
Dated: November 18, 2022 
/s/ Blayne Graves
Deputy Court Administrator
April A. Lindstrom (ID#0386599)
Attorney at Law
545 Highway 23 East, Suite 203
P.O. Box 2
Milaca, MN 56353
320-982-1144
(Published in the Patriot: 
11/19/22; 11/26/22).
______________________

STATE OF MINNESOTA
DISTRICT COURT

COUNTY OF SHERBURNE
TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

PROBATE DIVISION
Court File No.: 71-PR-22-156
Estate of 
Daniel Roy Anderson, 
Decedent.

NOTICE OF HEARING 
ON PETITION FOR PROBATE 
OF WILL AND APPOINT-
MENT OF PERSONAL REP-
RESENTATIVE AND NOTICE 
TO CREDITORS

Notice is given that on  De-

cember 20th, 2022, at 10:00 A.M, 
a virtual hearing will be held in 
this Court for the formal probate 
of an instrument purporting to be 
the Will of the Decedent dated 
August 31, 2017, (“Will”), and for 
the appointment of Marsha L. Cu-
sulos, whose address is 4753 Vin-
cent Avenue S, Minneapolis, MN 
55410 as Personal Representative 
of the Estate of the Decedent in an 
UNSUPERVISED administration. 
Any objections to the petition must 
be filed with the Court prior to or 
raised at the hearing. If proper and 
if no objections are filed or raised, 
the Personal Representative will 
be appointed with full power to 
administer the Estate including the 
power to collect all assets, to pay 
all legal debts, claims, taxes and 
expenses, to sell real and personal 
property, and to do all necessary 
acts for the Estate.

Notice is also given that (sub-
ject to Minnesota Statutes section 
524.3-801) all creditors having 
claims against the Estate are re-
quired to present the claims to the 
Personal Representative or to the 
Court Administrator within four 
months after the date of this Notice 
or the claims will be barred.
Dated: November 3rd, 2022 
/s/ Blayne Graves
Deputy Court Administrator
Attorney for Petitioner
Moriarty Law
William P. Moriarty, ID # 0399351 
14796 259th Ave NW
Zimmerman, MN 55398 
Bill@moriartylawmn.com 
763-221-3967
(Published in the Patriot: 
11/26/22; 12/03/22).
___________________________

Filed in District Court
State of Minnesota

District Court
County of Isanti

10th Judicial District
Court File Number: 

30-JV-22-141
Case Type: 

CHIPS - Permanency
In the Matter of the Welfare of 

the Child of: Anna Jean Mocken-
haupt and William Roemhid.

Summons and Notice
Transfer of Permanent Legal 

and Physical CXustody Matter 
(CHP-117)

NOTICE TO: Anna Mock-
enhaupt,  Aboved-named 
parent(s) or legal custodian(s).
1.	 A Petition to Transfer Per-

manent Legal and Physical 
Custody has been filed in the 
Juvenile Court. This petition 
asks the court to permanently 
transfer the parent/guardian’s 
legal and physical custodial 
rights to a relative.

2.	 This is your notice that this 
Transfer of Permanent Legal 
and Physical Custody case 
is scheduled for a remote 
hearing before the Juvenile 
Court VIA Zoom on January 
06, 2023 at 10:30 AM or as 
soon after as the case can be 
heard. Please contact court 
administration to get the re-
mote hearing information.

3.	 YOU ARE ORDERED to 
appear before the Juvenile 
Court at the scheduled time 
and date.

4.	 You have a right to be repre-
sented by counsel.

5.	 If you fail to appear at the 
hearing, the Court may still 
conduct the hearing and 
grant appropriate relief, in-
cluding permanently trans-
ferring the legal and physical 
custodial rights of the above-
named parent(s) or legal 
custodian(s) or permanent 
out-of-home placement of 
the child(ren).

Dated: November 21, 2022
BY: /s/ Jessica Howe
Isanti County
Court Administration
555 18th Avenue SW
Cambridge Minnesota 55008
763-290-7020
(Published in the Patriot: 
11/26/22; 12/03/22; 12/10/22.)
___________________________

Foreclosures

Public Notices
Assumed Names

Probates

Notice Request for Proposal
Central MN Council on Aging will publish a competitive re-

quest for proposals (RFP) for calendar year 2023 federal Older 
Americans Act (OAA) Title III-B supportive services and Title 
III-E national family caregiver services.  In addition an RFP will 
be issued for OAA Title III-B American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) 
expanding the public health workforce within the aging network for 
states to fund community health workers.  Visit our website http://
www.cmcoa.org/  on or around November 21, 2022 for the RFPs 
and additional information.
(Published in the Patriot: 11/26/22.)

Central MN Council on Aging Notices

FIRST NOTICE

Jones Lake in Clear 
Lake Township, T-33, M-34, 
R-29W, has a aeration device 
causing open water until ice 
is out.

Area affected are marked 
as of DNR requirements.

(Published in the Patriot: 
11/26/22).

Jones Lake Notices

Summons

 

Sherburne County 
Upcoming Events

Medicare’s Annual Open 
Enrollment

Runs Oct. 15-Dec. 7. 
Allows you to make changes 
to your current Medicare plan 
and your Part D drug plan. 
Changes take effect Jan. 1, 
2023.  Call 800-333-2433 or 
mn.gov/senior-linkage-line.

 

Becker Upcoming 
Events

Becker Food Shelf Drive
Becker Girl Scout Troop 

281 & Big Lake National Honor 
Society is hosting a food drive 
for the Becker Food Shelf. Nov. 
1-Dec. 9. Drop sites are at: Los 
Ortizes, Becker Community 
Center, Starz Dance Studio & 
Marvel Nutrition.

Death of a Yellow Page 
Salesman

Tues., Nov. 29, 4-6pm, 
Rebecca’s Cafe, Becker. Local 
author, Paul T. Neustrom of 
Clearwater. Please RSVP for a 
spot: paulneustrom.com.

 

Clear Lake/Clearwater - 
Announcements

Clear Lake Legion 
Meets the second Tues. of 

the month at 4180 105th Ave., 
Clear Lake. The Legion will 
meet at 7:30pm. Bud Stimmler 
at (320) 761-5793.

Clear Lake Lions 
Meets the first & 

third Tues. of the month 
at Palmer Twp. Hall  at 
7pm. Please contact any 
Lions member or website:  
www.clearlakelionsmn.org

Clear Valley Business 
Connections

Meets quarterly on the 
2nd Thurs. of the month from 
11:30am-1pm at various lo-
cations. Glenna Soenneker, 
President, (320) 267-4361, 
clearvalleybc@gmail.com.

Clearwater AA/Al-Anon
Meets at 7pm, Sun. night 

at Clearwater United Methodist 
Church, 405 Main St. Clearwa-
ter. (320) 310-1399 for AA  or 
(320) 558-6613 for Al-Anon.

Clearwater AA Meeting
Meets Mon. nights, 7pm 

at Rejoice Lutheran Church, 
1155 CR 75, Clearwater. (612) 
801-7317.
Clearwater Area Friends of 

the Library
Clearwater Area Friends 

of the Library are currently  
accepting donations of gently 
used books, DVDs & CDs for 
their used bookstore located in 
the Clearwater Library. 

Clearwater American Le-
gion Post 323 & Auxiliary

Clearwater Legion 
meetings are held the second 
Thurs. of the month. Auxiliary 
6:30pm, S.A.L. at 7pm, Legion 
7:30pm. Clearwater Legion, 
Clearwater.

Clearwater/Clear Lake 
Food Shelf

Open Mon. 5:30-7pm, 
Tues. 9-11am & 6-8pm, Wed. 
3-5pm & in the brown Lions 
Community Building beneath 
the water tower in Clearwater.  

Clearwater Narcotics 
Anonymous 

Meets at 7pm, Wed. 
night at Clearwater United  
Methodist Church, 405 Main 
St. Clearwater. (612) 607-
4484.

Free Grace Recovery
Sun. 6-8pm at Clear Lake 

Town Hall, 7684 1st Ave. W. 
Clear Lake. Justin or Renee at 
(612) 384-9069.

Lions Club of Clearwater
 Meets second Tues. of 

the month at 8pm. Clearwater 
Lions Pavilion. www.clearwa-
terlionsmn.com

 

Miscellaneous - 
Announcements

Every Child Deserves a 
Family! WE NEED YOU!

Sherburne County is re-
cruiting Foster Homes! Chel-
sea Doherty  763) 765-4033 or  
chelsea.doherty@co.sher-
burne.mn.us. 

FREE - Advocates for 
Independence

 First & third Wed. of the 
month 2-4pm at Independent 
Lifestyles, 215 North Benton 
Drive, Sauk Rapids. Michele 
Pelka (320) 281-2042.  

FREE - The Saint Cloud 
Area Parkinson’s Disease 

(PD) Support Group 
“Coffee & Conversation” the 
last Wed. monthly at 10am at 
Edgewood Living 677 Brianna 
Drive, Sartell. Bobbi (320) 
281-3343.  

Mental Health Discussion 
Group

Meets Mon., 6-7pm at 
Independent Lifestyles, 215 
N. Benton Dr., Sauk Rapids. 
Ricky (320) 281-2025.
Parkinson’s Disease Support 

Group
Meets third Mon. of the 

month, from 1-2:30pm at IL-
ICIL Independent Lifestyles, 
215 N. Benton Dr., Sauk Rap-
ids. Independent Lifestyles at 
(320) 529-9000.

Rivers of Hope
Working in partnerships 

w/schools, law enforcement, 
social service agencies & the 
court system in Sherburne & 
Wright Co. (763) 295-3433 
or 1-800-439-2642 or info@
riversofhope.org. 

Volunteer as a Foster 
Grandparent 

Local schools & orga-
nizations need caring adults 
like you! Pat Braun (612) 390-
0617.
Wright County Community 

Action
You have been affected 

& are having or are antici-
pating having difficulity pay-
ing your mortgage, Wright 
County Community Action 
at (320) 963-6500 ext. 238.

www.patriotnewsmn.com

By Katherine Cantin,
Staff Writer
Reporter.Katie@PatriotNewsMN.com

The Big Lake Township 
Board met only one time 
for the month of November. 
They met on the 16th and 
took the opportunity to can-
vass the votes of the election. 

At 7 p.m., 5,682 vot-
ers were registered with the 
township. A further 173 reg-
istered the day of elections. 
Of the registered voters, 4,042 
voted, with 638 voting absen-
tee. 

Dean Brenteson, running 
unopposed, retained his seat 
with town board. Incumbent 
Larry Alfords also retained 
his seat, beating his two op-
ponents, Eric Rosa and Carey 
Adler. 

Official oaths of office 
for the two incumbent win-
ners will take place Jan. 2. 

Sheriff’s Report
Sgt. Austin Turner of 

the Sherburne County Sher-
iff’s Department gave his re-
port for the month. He noted 
that traffic stops and animal 
crashes are both up consider-
ably over last year. 

Officers have continued 
to complete an elevated num-
ber of security checks in re-
sponse to recent thefts. Turner 
also noted two new thefts in 
the area since the last time 
he reported: one garage theft 
and one theft from a hunting 
trailer. 

Fire Report
Cap. Tim Davis of the 

Big Lake Fire Department 
stepped in for Chief Seth 
Hansen to give the monthly 
report. For the month of Octo-
ber, the department received 
31 calls for service, 11 of 
those being in the township. 
Among notable calls, Davis 
noted one watercraft rescue. 
A boat out on the lake cap-
sized, and the department re-
sponded quickly, rescuing the 
passenger. 

In other news, Davis 

noted that the open house 
event in October was a suc-
cess with over 2,500 attend-
ees. Fire prevention week, 
also taking place in October, 
was another great experience, 
as firefighters visited kids at 
local schools to teach them 
about fire safety. 

Roads
Snow plowing has of-

ficially begun for the year. 
There were a couple of is-
sues regarding plowing for 
the first couple of storms as 
school buses had difficulty 
navigating roads that had not 
been plowed quickly enough. 
However, the issue was 
quickly resolved. 

The township board still 
intends to continue its en-
deavor to do as much brush-
ing as possible, as long as the 
weather permits. They antic-
ipate brushing will continue 
for most of the season.

In Other Business, 
the Board:
• Approved a change 

order for the new fire engine, 
including changing the color 
and adding some important 
equipment;

• Discussed the fire ser-
vice agreement with Orrock 
Township, noting a couple of 
minor changes that needed to 
be made;

• Heard from a resident 
who wished to combine two 
plats, sending their favorable 
comments on to the county 
planning and zoning board;

• Gave a likewise fa-
vorable recommendation to 
another individual who is 
looking to develop land on 
the corner of Co. Rds. 83 and 
43;

• Noted there will be an 
open house regarding the re-
construction of Co. Rd. 81 at 
Big Lake Town Hall Decem-
ber 1 from 5 p.m. - 7 p.m.

• Reminded the audience 
there will only be one town 
hall meeting for the remain-
der of the calendar year, Dec. 
14, 6 p.m.

BL Twp. canvasses election



Patriot, Saturday, November 26, 2022 • Page 7

Public Notices
SECTION 00 11 13 

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
TITLE:		  Becker Public Schools-Transportation  
		  Building
LOCATION OF
WORK:		  Becker Public Schools-Transportation  
		  Building
		  10791 150th Ave SE 
		  Becker, MN 55308
OWNER:		 Becker Public Schools
		  12000 Hancock Street
		  Becker, MN 55308
		  763-261-4914
CONSTRUCTION	 ICS
MANAGER:	 1139 Franklin Ave Suite 1 
		  Sauk Rapids, MN 56379 
		  320-493-9836
		  Contact: Dan Hiemenz dan.hiemenz@ics 
		  builds.com
ARCHITECT:	 MLA Architects
		  12 Long Lake Road Suite 17 
		  St. Paul, MN 55115
		  651-770-4442
STRUCTURAL:	 ERA Structural Engineering
		  2550 University Ave West Suite 423-S 
		  Saint Paul, MN 55114
		  651-251-7570
MECHANICAL &	 CMTA
ELECTRICAL 
ENGINEER:	 1331 Tyler Street NE Suite 201
		  Minneapolis, MN 55413
		  612-249-5600
CIVIL ENGINEER:	Bolton and Menk, Inc.
		  7575 Golden Valley Road, Suite 200
		  Minneapolis, MN 55427
		  507-794-5541
 PROJECT DESCRIPTION: 

This is a re-bid for the Fire Protection Work Scope consisting of the 
work necessary for the fire protection system at the new transportation 
facility including but not limited to holding tank/pump system, and the 
complete system for the both heated and unheated spaces. 
BID DATE AND LOCATION: 

Sealed Bids will be received at Becker Public Schools District Of-
fice: 12000 Hancock St., Becker, MN 55308 then publicly opened in 
the ICS Job Trailer, located at the South end of the football field parking 
lot and read aloud. Bids will be received and stamped-in prior to 2 p.m. 
local time on December 1st,  2022 Bids submitted after allotted time 
will be discarded, NO EXCEPTIONS.

EXAMINATION OF DOCUMENTS: 
Bidders may view drawings and specifications for the project at the 

office of the Construction Manager.
For Electronic access to the bidding documents, please contact Kris 

Shattuck at 612-808-9855. ICS can also provide locations of Builders 
Exchanges holding plans for contractors to access. Bidders are respon-
sible for any and all costs associated with the production of plans and 
specifications for their use.
BIDDING REQUIREMENTS: 

Each Bidder must comply with the following requirements to reas-
sure acknowledgment and recognition of their Bids:

Bids must be accompanied by Bid security in the form of a certified 
check, cashier’s check, or Bid bond in the amount of 5% of the base Bid 
submitted, made payable to the owner, as guarantee that Bidder will, 
if awarded, enter into contract in accordance with contract documents 
and submitted Bid.

Submit Bid on the prescribed form, which is furnished with the 
specification, with full name and address of the Bidder.

Completely fill in all blank spaces on the Bid Form, in ink or type-
writer, in both words and figures.

Sign in longhand, executed by a principal duly authorized to enter 
into an agreement. If a Bidder is a co-partnership, then signatures on 
the Bid shall be by an authorized member of the firm, with names and 
addresses of each member of partnership.

Base Bid and all alternate Bids shall be stated both in writing and in 
figures. In all cases, written and numerical figures must agree; otherwise 
at Owner’s option, it shall be cause for rejection of Bid. Complete form 
without alterations.

Submit alternate prices (Bids) for either increasing or decreasing 
the costs, as called for on Bid form and Description of Alternates. Sub-
mit a Bid for all alternates.

Owner may make such investigations as they deem necessary to de-
termine the ability, competency, and responsibility of the Bidder to per-
form the work. Any Bidder shall furnish to Owner all such information 
and data for this purpose, as the Owner may request. Owner reserves the 
right to reject any Bid if the evidence submitted by, or investigation of, 
such Bidder fails to satisfy the Owner that such Bidder is properly quali-
fied to carry out the obligations of the contract and to complete the Work 
contemplated therein. The competence and responsibility of Bidder will 
be considered in making an award, including, but not limited to; (1) 
proof of financial responsibility, (2) quality of similar work, (3) amount 
of experience with similar projects, (4) facilities, personnel and equip-
ment, (5) reputation for performance, and (6) the ability to complete the 
work within specified time. Owner reserves the right to reject any Bid 
where there is reasonable doubt as to the qualifications of the Bidder.

Owner reserves the right to: (1) accept Bidder’s Base Bid only, (2) 
accept any one or more of bidder’s Alternate Bids, in any order regard-
less of the order in which they were listed, (3) reject all Bids, (4) award 

contract based on their investigation of Bidders, as well as acceptance 
of al-ternates, all of which the Owner deems to be in their best interest, 
(5) waive informalities or minor irregularities in Bids and waive minor 
irregularities or discrepancies in Bidding procedure.

Upon award of Contract, Contractor shall provide AIA A312 Per-
formance and Payment Bonds in the amount of 100% of Contract Sum 
in accordance with General Conditions and Amendments to General 
Conditions.
BIDDING DOCUMENTS 

Prior to submitting a Bid, each Bidder is required to examine all 
of the bidding requirements, all Contract Documents, all drawings, and 
specifications for the Project (including those primarily for other Sub-
contracts). Contractors shall become thoroughly familiar with the scope 
of the Project and all factors and items of work which will affect their 
Bid or the Work, whether shown or specified in documents primarily for 
Work of others or Work of this Contract.

No extras will be allowed to the Contractor as a result of misunder-
standing of the extent of scope of the Work as a result of their failure to 
study and record their own findings. Submission of a Bid shall be proof 
that such examinations have been made and that Bidder has recorded 
their own investigation and has become thoroughly familiar with all 
contract documents (including all addenda). The failure or omissions 
of any Bidder to examine any form, instrument or document shall in 
no way relieve any Bidder from any obligation in respect to their Bid. 
Nor shall it be the responsibility of ICS or its counterparts to ensure you 
have read all documentation. This is the sole responsibility of the Bidder 
and it’s Sub-Contractor(s).
PRE-BID CONFERENCE:

A Pre-Bid conference will be held at 2 pm on November 22nd, 
2022 at 12000 Hancock St., Becker, MN 55308; in the ICS job trailer, 
located at the South end of the football filed parking lot. If Bidders 
want to visit the physical site, a site review will take place immediately 
following the Pre-Bid conference at 10791 150th Ave SE, Becker, MN 
55308. No extras will be allowed because of the Bidder’s misinterpreta-
tion as to the amount of work involved, Bidder’s own error, negligence, 
or failure to examine the site.
START DATE:

Work will begin after receipt of the signed contract from the Owner. 
The anticipated award date is December 5th, 2022 Pre-construction and 
submittals work related to the project is to commence immediately after 
receipt of the signed contract. The onsite work will begin on the prem-
ises no later than December 19th, 2022.
SUBSTANTIAL AND COMPLETION DATE:

Owner requires all work to be substantially by March 9th, 2023.
(Published in the Patriot: 11/19/22; 11/26/22.)

Becker Public Schools #726 Notices

CITY COUNCIL
CITY OF CLEARWATER
ORDINANCE NO. 2022-08

AN ORDINANCE ANNEXING LAND
OWNED BY THE CITY IN LYNDEN TOWNSHIP

THE CITY OF CLEARWATER HEREBY ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS:
SECTION 1.  Legislative Findings.  The City Council of the City of 
Clearwater finds and determines as follows:
a.	 The City owns the property legally described in the attached 

Exhibit A and shown on the map attached as Exhibit B (“City 
Property”).

b.	 The City is authorized by Minnesota Statutes, section 414.033, 
subdivision 2(1) to annex by ordinance unincorporated land that 
it owns.

c.	 The notice and hearing requirements in Minnesota Statutes, sec-
tion 414.033, subdivision 2a do not apply to the annexation of 
City-owned land.

d.	 The floodplain, shoreland, and electric utility notice require-
ments of Minnesota Statutes, section 414.033, subdivisions 11 
and 12 do not apply to this annexation.

e.	 The City Property:
1.	 Includes property in Lynden Township (“Town”) contain-

ing approximately 14 acres identified in Stearns County 
records as PIN #19.10994.0030 and legally described in 
the attached Exhibit A;

2.	 Is currently used as a city park and has a population of zero;
3.	 Is not subject to real estate taxes and so the City is not 

required to pay any tax reimbursement to the Town under 
Minnesota Statutes, section 414.036 related to this annex-
ation;

4.	 Is not subject to any special assessments and is there is no 
Town debt attributable to the City Property;

5.	 Is not immediately adjacent to any Town roads; and
6.	 Is not part of an orderly annexation agreement.

SECTION 2.  Annexation.  Per Minnesota Statutes, section 414.033, 
subdivision 2(1), the City Council hereby declares the City Property, 
as legally described in Exhibit A and shown on Exhibit B, to be an-
nexed to the City of Clearwater effective as of the date approved by 
the Office of Administrative Hearings.
SECTION 3.  Filing. The City Administrator is authorized and di-
rected to file a copy of this Ordinance with the Municipal Boundary 
Adjustment Unit of the Office of Administrative Hearings, the Min-
nesota Secretary of State, the Stearns County Auditor, and the Town 
Clerk.
SECTION 4.  Designated Zoning District.  Upon the Office of Ad-
ministrative Hearings’ approval of the subject annexation, this Ordi-
nance designates the zoning district of the annexed property as PI, 
Public/Institutional.  The Official Zoning Map of the City of Clear-
water shall be updated to reflect this change upon its next publication.
SECTION 5.  Not Codified.  This is a transitory ordinance and shall 
not be codified as part of the City Code.
Effective Date. This ordinance shall be in full force and effect upon 
its passage and publication, which is hereby authorized by the City 
Council.
ADOPTED THIS 14th DAY OF NOVEMBER 2022
APPROVED BY: 
/s/ Andrea Lawrence Wheeler, Mayor
ATTEST:						    
/s/ Annita M. Smythe, City Administrator 	

Exhibit A
Block 94, CLEARWATER, according to the recorded plat thereof, 
Stearns County, Minnesota;
AND
That part of the Northeast Quarter of the Northeast Quarter of Sec-
tion 34, Township 123, Range 27, Stearns County, Minnesota, lying 
southerly of the right of way of the St. Paul, Minneapolis and Mani-
toba Railway Company, lying southeasterly of the centerline of Hazel 
Street, as dedicated and delineated on the plat of CLEARWATER, ac-
cording to the recorded plat thereof, Stearns County, Minnesota, and 

lying northerly of a line run parallel with and distant 100 feet southerly 
of the following described line: 

From a point on the East line of said Section 34, distant 422.70 
feet south of the northeast corner thereof; run southeasterly at 
an angle of 64 degrees 28 minutes with said east section line for 
a distance of 418.8 feet, to the point of beginning of line to be 
described; thence run northwesterly along last described course 
a distance of 100 feet; thence deflect to the left on a 2 degree 00 
minutes curve, delta angle 30 degrees 59 minutes, for a distance 
of 1549.20 feet; thence on tangent to said curve for a distance of 
200 feet and there terminating. 

AND
That part of the Southwest Quarter of the Northwest Quarter of Sec-
tion 35, Township 123, Range 27, Stearns County, Minnesota, lying 
northerly and northwesterly of the Clearwater River, and lying south-
easterly of the south line of Block 108 and its northeasterly extension 
to the southwest corner of Block 109, CLEARWATER, according to 
the recorded plat thereof, Stearns County, Minnesota, and lying west-
erly of a line being the southwesterly line of said Block 109 extended 
southeasterly to the centerline of said river.
AND
Lots 1 and 2, Block 109, CLEARWATER, according to the recorded 
plat thereof, Stearns County, Minnesota, and the southwesterly half 
of High Street being adjacent to the northeast line of said Block 109, 
as dedicated and delineated on said plat of CLEARWATER, and the 
southeasterly half of Mill Street being adjacent to the northwest line 
of said Block 109, as dedicated and delineated on said plat of CLEAR-
WATER.
AND
That part of Government Lot 5 of Section 35, Township 123, Range 
27, Stearns County, Minnesota, lying southerly of the right of way 
of the St. Paul, Minneapolis and Manitoba Railway Company, lying 
southwesterly of the center line of High Street, as dedicated and de-
lineated on the plat of CLEARWATER, according to the recorded plat 
thereof, Stearns County, Minnesota, and lying northwesterly of the 
centerline of Mill Street, as dedicated and delineated on said plat of 
CLEARWATER. 
AND
The Northwesterly half of Mill Street being adjacent to the southwest 
lines of Blocks 87 and 88, CLEARWATER, according to the recorded 
plat thereof, Stearns County, Minnesota, within the Southwest Quar-
ter of the Northwest Quarter of Section 35, Township 123, Range 27, 
Stearns County, Minnesota.

(Published in the Patriot: 11/26/22.)	

City Public Notices

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 11/27/2022 Central

Call 1-855-942-1350 to order item 296X
or Visit HaleGroves.com/H3YF51

* Only $24.99 (reg. $37.99) plus $7.99 shipping and handling per pack to 
48 contiguous  states. Some restrictions may apply. Limit 5 boxes per customer.

IC:  H3YF51

Fruit Favorites Gift Box

SAVE $13!
Reg. Price $37.99

ONLY

$2499*

Special, limited-
time offer!

Citizens Alliance Bank seeks applicants for the following positions:
Credit Analyst/Loan Offi cer - Watertown
Insurance Agent - Montevideo
Marketing Supervisor - Clara City
Loan Portfolio Offi cer - Clara City, Watertown
Compliance Manager - Clara City
VP Loan Offi cer - Clara City, Watertown
Core Application Specialist - Clara City
Loan Offi cer - Clara City
Loan Servicing Specialist - Clara City, Howard Lake
Training Specialist - Clara City

To view our job postings or Apply Online please visit:
citizensalliancebank.com/careers

Citizens Alliance Bank is an EEO Employer

WE’RE HIRING!

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 11/27/2022 Central

Call 1-855-942-1350 to order item 296X
or Visit HaleGroves.com/H3YF51
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48 contiguous  states. Some restrictions may apply. Limit 5 boxes per customer.
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Fruit Favorites Gift Box

SAVE $13!
Reg. Price $37.99

ONLY

$2499*

Special, limited-
time offer!

Citizens Alliance Bank seeks applicants for the following positions:
Credit Analyst/Loan Offi cer - Watertown
Insurance Agent - Montevideo
Marketing Supervisor - Clara City
Loan Portfolio Offi cer - Clara City, Watertown
Compliance Manager - Clara City
VP Loan Offi cer - Clara City, Watertown
Core Application Specialist - Clara City
Loan Offi cer - Clara City
Loan Servicing Specialist - Clara City, Howard Lake
Training Specialist - Clara City

To view our job postings or Apply Online please visit:
citizensalliancebank.com/careers

Citizens Alliance Bank is an EEO Employer

WE’RE HIRING!By Ken Francis, Contributing Writer

Although actual taxes 
due in 2023 may be higher 
than in 2022, tax rates across 
the county will be lower next 
year.

A report released by the 
Sherburne County Auditor/
Treasurer’s Dept. earlier this 
month shows all 10 town-
ships and five of seven cit-
ies in the county could have 
lower tax rates in 2023.

The biggest proposed 
rate drop is in the City of Big 
Lake, which will fall almost 
nine percent from 47.505% 
to 38.765%. The rural service 
district in the city (RSD) will 
fall from 13.821% to 9.067%. 
(RSDs are typically undevel-
oped properties in a city that 
are not benefitted to the same 
degree as other lands.)

The City of Clear Lake 

is next, with a proposed 
rate drop from 61.062% to 
53.695%.

Zimmerman’s rate is ex-
pected to fall from 42.697% 
to 36.783%, with the RSD 
dropping from 14.945% to 
12.873%.

Princeton’s rate contin-
ues to be the highest in the 
county, but  that rate will drop 
from 63.980% to 57.099% in 
2023. The RSD in the city 
will also fall from 20.357% 
to 15.291%.

Elk River will have a 
lower tax rate in 2023, from 
43.957% to 39.898%.

The only cities in the 
county with proposed in-
creases are Becker (44.322% 
to 44.905%) and East St. 
Cloud (50.904% to 51.995%).

All 10 townships are 
proposing tax rate decreases 
for 2023.

The biggest drops will be 
in Blue Hill Twp. (18.083% 
to 12.872%) and Livonia 
Twp. (22.113% to 17.337%).

The remaining eight 
townships all have pro-
posed decreases less than 
four percent. They are: 
Baldwin (16.590% to 
12.859%), Becker (17.987% 
to 15.639%), Big Lake 
(21.592% to 20.039%), Clear 
Lake (15.598% to 13.479%), 
Haven (17.990% to 
14.521%), Orrock (22.187% 
to 18.440%), Palmer 
(16.101% to 13.242%) and 
Santiago (16.429% to 
14.027%).

Total taxes payable will 
also be affected by the mar-
ket value of the home or 
business, local levies, and by 
other taxing districts, such 
as Sherburne County, fire 
departments and school dis-

tricts.
The county’s tax rate 

is expected to fall from 
44.080% to 38.768%.

All seven school dis-
tricts that affect Sherburne 
County properties will also 
have lower tax rates in 2023. 
They include Foley Dist. 
51 (25.378% to 22.031%), 
Princeton Dist. 477 (24.658% 
to 21.260%), Becker Dist. 
726 (21.835% to 19.264%), 
Big Lake Dist 727 (35.401% 
to 29.825%), Elk River Dist. 
728 (30.889% to 26.483%) 
and Monticello Dist. 882 
(15.459% to 12.815%).

Tax notices were sent 
out beginning Nov. 16. They 
include line items for each 
taxing jurisdiction, tax rates 
and proposed 2023 taxes.

Most tax rates lower in 2023
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763-262-1454
Becker, MN

763-452-2500
Big Lake, MN

320-743-2204
Clear Lake, MN

FUNERAL HOME • CREMATION SERVICES

www.williamsdingmann.com

FAMILY FUNERAL HOMES

SPONSORED BY:

8852 Cty Rd 23
Becker, MN 

Phone:
763.261.5656

Ralph du Monceaux, Owner
Free Loaners ~ Free Estimates 

~ Honest Work

763-261-5656
Ralph’s

Auto Body

• BECKER
Grace Lutheran Church (LCMS)
Pastor: David M. Johnson, 763-262-7782, 11185 27th Ave SE. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am, Sun. School 10:30am, Wed. J.U.M.P. 6pm.
Becker Baptist Church
Pastors: Nathan Bucher (Senior), Kevin Drehmel (Youth) & Amy Drehmel 
(Dir. of Child/Fam. Ministry), 763-261-4202, 11951 Hancock St. Services: 
Sun. Worship/Children 10:30am. During the school year: AWANA for 
Kids/Sun. School 9:15am. Midweek Connect for Kids 6:30pm. Please reg-
ister Kids on our webite. Youth Group: Wed. 6:30pm. www.beckerbaptist.
org. 
Becker Evangelical Free Church
Pastors: Gerald Deppa (Interim Senior), Chris Salvevold (Youth), 763-261-
4125, Becker High School, Office: 11373 150th Ave SE. Services: Sun. 
Worship/Teaching/Fellowship 10am.
Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 12100 Sherburne Ave. Services: Sat. 
Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8:30am & 10:30am. Masses held 1st, 3rd & 5th Sun-
days of the month. (Masses held on 2nd & 4th Sundays in Big Lake).
Faith (Becker) Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Yolanda Denson-Byers & Vicar Molly Wills, 763-261-5751, 11755 
Sherburne Ave. Services: Sun. Worship 9:30am (Holy Communion on the 
1st & 3rd Sundays) Nursery available. Sun. school 9:55am, Refreshments 
& fellowship at 10:30am, Wed. programs: 6:00pm Wed. Worship, 6:30pm 
7th – 9th grade confirmation, 7:30pm Youth Group 1st & 3rd Wed. Bible 
Studies: Tues. 9:00am www.faithlutheran-becker.org.
Oakwood Community Church Assemblies of God
Pastors: Gerry Bass & Sarah, 763-220-6004, 13140 1st St (SW Corner of 
Becker Furniture World). Services: Sun. Bible Study/Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Snake River Free Church
Pastor: Steve Johnston, 612-219-8648, 180th St SE. Services: Sun. Worship/
Sun. School 10:30am., Hymn Sing is second Sun. of every month.
Becker Christian Center & Abundant Grace Church
Pastor: Ken Hanson, 763-262-2177, 15455 59th St SE. Services: Sun. Praise 
& Worship 9:30am, Wed. Family Fellowship 7pm.
Beacon House of Prayer
Pastors: Brian & Linda Holmes, 763-263-3771, 12264 Pleasant Ave. Ser-
vices: Thurs. Worship 6:30pm.
Free Grace United
Pastor: Kevin Wilson, 763-245-0001, Becker High School, 12000 Hancock 
St, Enter door 11. Services: Wed. Worship 6:30pm.

• BIG LAKE
Acts Seventh-Day Adventists Community Church
Pastor: Bill Nixon, 763-263-2287, 20455 187th Ave NW. Services: Sat. 
Worship 9am, Sat. Sabbath School 10:15am.
Bethany Bible Church
763-263-2167, 511 Eagle Lake Road. Services: Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Bridgeview Assembly of God
Pastor: Steve Royalty, 763-263-6274, 20500 County Road 11. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am & 10:45am, Wed. groups (kids/youth/adults) 6:30pm.
SVEA Hill Covenant Church
Pastor: Don Bellach, 763-263-6322, 16392 235th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Cornerstone Baptist Church
Pastor: Gordon Langdon, 763-263-7878, 15300 County Road 35. 
Hope Lutheran Church (ELCA) in Orrock
763-262-0028. www.hopeintherefuge.weebly.com.
IFLESIA AMOR VIVIENTE Living Love Church
Pastores: Juan & Patricia Aguayo, 763-607-5403, 21 Lake St N. Services: 
Sat. 6pm.
Lord of Glory Lutheran Church
Pastor: Marty Mably, 763-263-3090, 15550 190th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
8am & 10:30am.
Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 440 Lake St N. Services: Sat. Mass 
5pm; Sun. 8:30am & 10:30am. Masses held on 2nd & 4th Sundays of the 
month (Masses held on 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays in Becker).
Riverside Church
Online: www.myrc.church, 763-263-2410, 20314 County Road 14. Ser-
vices: Sun 8:45am, 10:30am & 12:05pm.
Saron Lutheran Church
Pastor: Kyle Sidlo, 763-263-2209, 311 Lake St. S. Services: Sun. Worship 

9:30am, indoors or livestream.
Spirit Life Church
763-262-LIFE, 221 Lake St N. Services Sun. mornings 9:45am. Going 
Deeper Sun. 9am. Prophetic Praayer Wed. 7pm.

• SANTIAGO
South Santiago Lutheran Church ELCA
Pastor: Allison Peterson, 763-662-2048, 14675 37th St. Services: Sun. 8am. 
and 10 am, Sun. School 9am.
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church E.L.S. & Princeton Evangelical School
Pastor: Timothy Zenda, 763-662-2570, 18977 17th St. Services: Sun. 
School/Bible Class 10:30am, Divine Worship 9am.
Glendorado Lutheran (ELCA)
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Shari Routh, 920-573-0193, 1100 186th Ave NE. Services: Sun 
Good Shepherd 9am, Sun. Glendorado 10:30am.
Gethsemane Church (ELCA) – Ronneby
Pastor: Barbara Peterson, 320-983-5002, 14478 78th St. NE. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Glendorado Evangelical Country Church
Pastor: Sam Alfano, 763-662-2244, 16999 Glendorado Road NE. Services: 
Sun. School 9:30am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• CLEAR LAKE
Living Waters Church
320-699-0876, 7830 Church St. Services: Sun. Worship 10am, Starting in 
Sept. Wed. night Ladies in Recovery study at 6:30pm.
Trinity Lutheran Church Missouri Synod
Pastor: Josh Reber, 320-743-2919, 8641 Main Ave. Services: Sun. Worship 
8:45am, Sun. School 9:45am.
SHED Church - Non-Denomination in Palmer
Pastor: TBD, 320-241-0123, Palmer Town Hall, 4180 105th Ave. Services: 
Sun. 5pm. www.shedchurch.org.
St. Marcus Catholic Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-743-2481, 8701 Main Ave. Services: Mon.  
& Wed. Mass 8am, Sat. Confessions 4:15pm, Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. 8am.

• DUELM
St. Lawrence Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-968-7502, 10915 Duelm Road NE. Ser-
vices: Sun. Mass 10am, Tues. Mass 8am.

• CLEARWATER
Clearwater United Methodist Church
Pastor: Alison Hendley, 320-558-2581, 405 Main St. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9:30am.
Freedom Bible Baptist Church
320-434-347, 605 Lime St. (Old Clearwater Post Office). Services: Sun. 
Prayer 9am, Sun. School 9:30am, Sun. Worship 10:45am.
Rejoice Lutheran Church – ELCA
Pastor: Jim Bump, 320-558-6851, 1155 County Road 75.  
Services: Sun. School that begins in Worship 9:30am.  
Livestream worship at Rejoice’s Youtube Channel,  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsJGuBda4orT9TWYii5wmGw
Church of St. Luke
Father: Dennis Backer, 320-558-2124, 17545 Huber Ave NW. Services: 
Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8am & 10am, Weekday Mass Tues.-Fri. 8am/
Sat. 9am.
Tri-County Alliance Church
Pastor: David Fogal, 320-558-2750, 8464 160th St NW. Services: Sun. 
School 9am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• SILVER CREEK
Immanuel Lutheran Church
Pastor: Ken Tatkenhorst, 763-878-2820, 11390 Elliot Ave NW. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am
Silver Creek Community Church
Pastor: Zach Pryor, 320-963-3957, 4282 114th St NW. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9am, Sun. Fellowship 10am, Sun. School 10:30am. 

• SAINT CLOUD
Faith Lutheran Church
Pastor: Joshua Reber, 320-252-3315, 3000 County Road SE. Worship: Sun. 
10:15am.

RYAN HUBBARD
763-263-8334 

RESIDENTIAL  • COMMERCIAL - AGRICULTURAL

6715 125th Ave - Clear Lake, MN
320.743.2387 • Cell: 320.290.9843

Scott & Tonia Ulsby

KEN GEROUX CONSTRUCTION
C O R P O R A T I O N

Integrity • Excellence
Uncompromising Customer Satisfaction

Lic. #BC002757
Big Lake • 763-263-6878

Order Online!

Becker Pizza Depot
The Area’s Best Pizza -- Ask Anyone!

14281 Bank Street, Becker • 763-262-2700
www.BeckerPizzaDepot.com • Facebook: Pizza Depot

Pizza, Wings & More

290 EAGLE LAKE RD. N. BIG LAKE
763-263-3262 • WWW.CORNEROAKSDENTAL.COM

FAMILY & COSMETIC DENTISTRY

DR. REED DILL & 
DR. PETER KUEFLER

16455 122nd St Becker MN 55308

763-263-9471

Big Lake

 763-263-6350
parkdental.com

Church DirectoryChurch DirectoryChurch Directory

320-743-2479 
• dahlensheetmetal@frontier.com

P.O. Box 646 • Becker, MN 55308
www.dahlensheetmetal.com

Becker 763-261-4200  |  Princeton 763-389-4099
Monticello 763-271-7177

www.sherburnestatebank.com

Your Hometown Bank

Sherburne
State Bank

Member 
FDIC

763-262-4237

M-F
8AM-

4:30PM

Owner: Chad Schwintek
13050 1st Street Becker, MN 55308

24 
HOUR
Towing & recovery

19640 200th Ave., Big Lake

• Family Owned 
    & Operated
• Light, Medium and 
    Heavy Duty  Towing 

• Lockouts 
• Jump Starts 
• Winch Recovery

www.bobstowingandrecovery.com

• BIG LAKE 
• ELK RIVER 
• MONTICELLO

Obituaries

Nancy passed away Thurs-
day, Nov. 17, 2022, after a 
courageous battle with cancer. 

Nancy was born March 17, 
1954, to Elmer and Olga 
Gulbrandson in Chi-
solm, MN. Her 
family moved 
to Monticello 
when she was 
5.  Nancy 
g r a d u a t e d 
from Mon-
ticello High 
School  in 
1972.

She was a 
woman of strong 
faith, and her family 
was the most important thing 
in the world to her. She loved 
spending time with her chil-
dren and grandchildren. 

Nancy is preceded in death 
by her parents and sister, Glo-
ria.

She is survived by her 
loving husband of 32 years 
Ron; children, Tami (Britt) 
Emanuel, Trevis (Becky) 

Langley, Dajon, Kara (Logan) 
Schumann, Ron (Jackie) 
Begin Jr., Brian Begin, De-
siree Coons, Rajon Begin; 

17 grandchildren; 2 
great-grandchildren; 

sister, Pat (George) 
S a w a t z k e ; 

brother, Dick 
(Dawn) Gul-
b r a n d s o n ; 
many nieces, 
nephews and 
friends.

Visitation 
was held on  

Friday, Novem-
ber 25, at Peter-

son-Grimsmo Funeral 
Chapel, 250 E Broadway, 
Monticello. Funeral service 
is Saturday, November 26 
at 11am, visitation one hour 
prior at Resurrection Lutheran 
Church, 9300 Jason Ave NE, 
Monticello.

P e t e r s o n - G r i m s m o 
Chapel, 763-295-2918 www.
peterson-grimsmochapel.com

Nancy Carol-Helen Begin, Age 68
Monticello, MN

March 17, 1954 – November 17, 2022

Memorial services will be 
1:00 p.m. Tuesday, November 
29, 2022 ,at Williams Ding-
mann Family Funeral Home 
in Becker for David 
L. Diercks, 79 of 
Becker who died 
on Friday, No-
vember 18, 
2022 at Pine 
Haven in 
Melrose. Rev. 
Dr. Yolanda 
Denson-Byers 
will officiate, 
and burial will 
be at Fort Snel-
ling National Cem-
etery in Minneapolis 
at a later date. Visitation will 
be one hour prior to services at 
the funeral home in Becker.

David Lee Diercks was 
born on November 9, 1943, in 
Red Wing to Leonard and Ge-
neva (Mann) Diercks. He grew 
up on the family farm where 
they worked hard and kept 
close to one another through-
out the years. Dave graduated 
from Ellsworth High School 
and attended UW River Falls. 
He served his country in the 
United States Air Force. Dave 
married Janet Garrison on July 
6, 1968. He worked as a man-

ager for S.B. Foot Tanning for 
27 years. Dave enjoyed count-
less road trips out West with 
Jan and other family. He also 

loved deer hunting, fish-
ing, baseball, soft-

ball, and his dog 
Pete, and had 
an insatiable 
hunger for ice 
cream. He was 
quiet, stoic, 
kind-hearted, 
a great dad 
and grandpa, 

and was always 
willing to help 

others.
Survivors include 

his wife, Janet of Becker; 
sons, Sean (Teri) of Buffalo, 
and Scott (Delia) of Becker; 
brother, Elmer (Shelly) of Red 
Wing; sister-in-law, Bernadine 
of Red Wing; and grandchil-
dren, Olivia and DJ. He was 
preceded in death by his par-
ents; brothers, Merle, Myron 
“Jack” and Glen; and sisters, 
Lois Freier and Jane Diercks.

Obituary, Guest Book, and 
Video Tribute available on-
line: www.williamsdingmann.
com

David “Dave” L. Diercks, Age 79
Becker, MN

November 9, 1943 – November 18, 2022

Gerald passed away Tues-
day, November 15, 2022. He 
was born August 3, 1936, in 
St. Cloud, MN, the youngest 
of three sons born to 
Albert and Florence 
(White) Johnson 
of Big Lake, 
MN.

J e r r y 
g r a d u a t e d 
f rom Big 
Lake High 
School  in 
1954. He en-
listed in the 
United States Air 
Force and served 
for three years. He was 
Post Commander in 1974 for 
Big Lake American Legion 
Post 147.

Gerald married Marlene 
Nickerson in March of 1955. 
They had four children: Gary, 
Bruce, John and Kitty.

Jerry was employed at 
Hoffman Engineering in 
Anoka for 31 years until his 
retirement in 1995.

Gerald married Carol 
Johnson in 1998 and became a 
wonderful stepfather to Cindy, 
Shelly and Todd.

Jerry was an avid out-
doorsman enjoying fishing, 
trapping and hunting. He also 
enjoyed playing horseshoes, 
cribbage, pull tabs, socializing 
and sharing stories.

He is preceded in death 
by his parents, Albert and 
Florence; first wife, Marlene; 
son, Bruce Johnson; daugh-

ter-in-law, Amy Johnson; 
step-daughter, Shelly Jansson; 
and brother, Donald (Betty) 
Johnson of Rochester, MN.

Gerald is survived by 
his loving wife, Carol 

Johnson of Ram-
sey, MN; son, 
Gary (Kathy) 
Johnson of 
Big Lake, 
MN; son, 
John (Barb) 
Johnson of 
Big Lake, MN; 

daughter, Kitty 
(Scott) Johnson 

of Elk River, MN; 
step-daughter, Cindy 

Burke of Coon Rapids, MN; 
step-son, Todd Johnson of 
Coon Rapids, MN; 8 grand-
children; 10 great-grandchil-
dren; brother, Richard (Ardell) 
Johnson of WI; and many 
other family and friends.

A memorial service was 
held on Tuesday, November 
22, 2022, at 1:00 PM, and 
visitation was at 11:30 AM, 
at Peterson-Grimsmo Funeral 
Chapel, 250 East Broadway, 
Monticello, MN. A private 
family burial will be held at 
Big Lake Cemetery, Big Lake, 
MN.

Serving the family is 
Peterson-Grimsmo Fuenral 
Chapel of Monticello, MN. 
763-295-2918. www.peter-
son-grimsmofuneralchapel.
com.

Gerald Douglas Johnson, Age 86
Ramsey, MN (Formerly Big Lake, MN)
August 3, 1936 – November 15, 2022

Submitted Article

(Editor’s Note: The fol-
lowing article was submit-
ted to the Patriot by Laurie 
Putnam  Superintendent of 
St. Cloud Area School Dis-
trict )

St. Cloud Area School 
District is excited to an-
nounce expanded options in 
its language immersion pro-
gramming to be piloted for 
incoming 
kindergart-
ners in the 
2023-2024 
s c h o o l 
year. Dual 
Immersion 
in Span-
ish will be 
offered at 
Clearview and Westwood 
Elementary Schools, and 
Dual Immersion in Somali 
will be offered at Discov-
ery and Talahi Community 
Schools.

At Clearview, kinder-
garteners in the fall of 2023 
will transition to a dual im-
mersion program in Span-
ish from full immersion. In 
a dual language immersion 
program, or two-way im-
mersion, the goal is for stu-
dents to receive instruction 
half the day in the target 
language and half the day 
in English. 

In a full immersion 
program, students are im-
mersed in a second lan-
guage while they learn, 
math, reading, writing, so-
cial studies, science, health 
and other subjects. (Spe-
cialty classes such as art 
may be taught in English.) 
Current Spanish Immersion 
students at Clearview will 
remain in full immersion 
programming. 

Fall 2023 will mark 
the first year for language 
immersion programming 
at Westwood and provide 
open enrollment opportu-
nities for neighboring north 
and west school districts.

Dual Immersion in 
Somali will be piloted for 

kindergartners for the first 
time in Fall 2023 at Discov-
ery Community School for 
the Discovery and Oak Hill 
attendance areas, and at 
Talahi Community School, 
serving the Talahi and Lin-
coln attendance areas. This 
pilot program will be the 
first Dual Immersion So-
mali program in the state of 
Minnesota.

The benefits of im-
mersion education are 

far-reaching. It enhances 
academic and linguistic 
performance in both lan-
guages. It physically en-
hances cognitive brain 
development and increases 
social emotional develop-
ment and self-confidence. 
It broadens student under-
standing of language and 
culture while preparing 
students to become global 
citizens. English (only) 
sections will continue to be 
offered at all schools. Chi-
nese Immersion at Madison 
Elementary will remain a 
full immersion program in 
2023-2024. Spanish and 
Chinese Immersion in sec-
ondary schools will remain 
as scheduled for the 23-24 
school year.

Families interested in 
learning more about lan-
guage immersion program-
ming for the 2023- 2024 
school year are invited to 
attend upcoming kindergar-
ten open houses (dates to be 
determined and posted on 
the district website.) 

For questions and fur-
ther information, contact 
Assistant Superintendent 
of Elementary Education 
Mike Rivard at michael.
rivard@isd742.org or 
320.370.8006.

School District 742 
expands Language 
Immersion programs

Looking to advertise? 

Call 763.275.0275 to get 

your ad in today!

Submitted Article

(Editor’s Note: The fol-
lowing article was submit-
ted to the Patriot by Mike 
Brubaker t the Sherburne 
History Center.)

Winter fun for every-
one! 

Join staff from 10 
a.m.  to noon on Sat., Dec. 
3 at the Sherburne History 
Center in Becker to cele-
brate one of the best sea-
sons of the year! Live music 
courtesy of the Becker High 
School music department, a 
surprise  visit from one of 
the season’s favorite figures 
(Santa!) and craft activities 
making cornhusk wreath 
and angel ornaments, gin-
gerbread puppets and paper 

snowmen. Fun for family 
and friends of all ages. The 
event is free and open to the 
public. Refreshments are 
sponsored by Bill’s Family 
Foods.

For more information, 
contact the Sherburne His-
tory Center at 763-261-
4433 or 763-262-4433 
(metro line) or visit their 
website at www.sherburne-
historycenter.org. 

The Sherburne History 
Center is located at 10775 
27th Ave. SE, Becker. Its 
mission is to foster a sense 
of community by providing 
resources to help people 
discover the past and gain 
perspective on the present 
so they can make informed 
choices about the future.

Ornament Party at 
Sherburne History Center



Employment

NOW
HIRING 

OTR DRIVERS

$10,000 Sign on Bonus |

22_106_Now Hiring_OTR and Route Ad_3.26x4.indd   122_106_Now Hiring_OTR and Route Ad_3.26x4.indd   1 6/2/2022   10:00:42 AM6/2/2022   10:00:42 AM

BECKER PUBLIC SCHOOLS IS HIRING! 
BE A PART OF OUR TEAM!

for information on all our openings, please visit www.becker.k12.mn.us
Questions?  Contact AngelA Oswald @ 763-261-4502, option 3

2022-23 School Year Substitutes:
• TEACHERS

• PARAPROFESSIONALS
• NURSES

• CUSTODIANS
• FOOD SERVERS/

DISHWASHERS
• BUS AND VAN DRIVERS

Apply in person, 1 mile east of Becker, 
137th left, 1/8 mile on left. 612-747-0163    

NOW HIRING!
KASOWSKI GROUP

• FT FARM LABOR
• FT EQUIPMENT OPERATOR • FT FARM MECHANIC

FT, PT & On-call Caregivers - All Shifts

Make a difference for 
individuals with 
disabilities as a DSP

Search jobs and apply online at:
sevitahealth.com

Call Rachel for more information: 763-377-2357
SevitaHealth.com

Age 55+ workers needed for PT light 
custodial work at the Fuller Lake & 
Enfield Rest Areas located on 1-94. 

Contact Green View at 
651-639-1913. 

BECKER PUBLIC SCHOOLS HAS AN IMMEDIATE OPENING

For more information and to apply, go to:  
https://www.applitrack.com/becker/onlineapp/

NIGHT LEAD CUSTODIAN

Questions?  Contact Rick Kraus, Director of Buildings & Grounds 
at rkraus@isd726.org

320-251-1038 
expresspros.com/stcloudmn

Be thankful for a new career!
• Front Desk/Receptionist - $15/hr
• Customer Service and sales rep $17-18/Hr
• HR/Accounting Professional $25+
• PT Executive Asst. - $23-$27/hr
• Paper production tech - $25
• Maintenance supervisor - up to $25
• Auto Mechanics - $17-$25
• mechanical draft - $22 and up!
• 2nd shift CNC Mill operator - $25 - $40
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Hours and days vary. We are flexible. Some 
computer skills preferred. Will train. 16 years and 

older. Apply in person, ask for John or Kim

13350 1st St., 
Becker, MN

HELP WANTED PT

Becker

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
of Becker, Minnesota, is IMMEDIATELY hiring for an 

Administrative Assistant. 20 hrs. p/wk.; $18 p/hr. Must 
have clerical and financial experience. Contact FLC at 

763-261-5751 or email faith@faithlutheran-becker.org. 
Faith Lutheran does not discriminate on the basis of sex 

(including pregnancy, sexual orientation, or gender 
identity), race, age, disability, color, creed, national 

origin, religion or genetic information.

 

 

 

 

 

 

Liberty Paper is seeking Production and Maintenance Technicians. 
We are a 100% recycled paper mill located in Becker! Apply online today! 

 

 

 

 
 

 

*Competitive Wages + Overtime + Quarterly Bonuses + Benefits including PTO, Medical, 
Dental, Vision, Life, Disability Insurances, Tuition Assistance & more! 

Visit: Libertydiversified.com/careers/ 

 

 

Production Technicians 

$25.00/hr.  

+ Shift Differential 

PLUS – Hiring Bonus 

   
  

 

Shift Maintenance Technicians 

   $33 - $36/hr. DOQ & Experience 
includes shift premium 

+ Shift Differential 

PLUS – Hiring Bonus 

 

 

Help Wanted 
Full Time Maintenance Worker
Silver Creek Township is now accepting applications for one 
FT maintenance worker. Job includes all maintenance of the 
Township’s roads. Applicants must have Class A MN license 
with DOT Health card.  Must have a good driving record and 
be able to pass physical, background check and a drug test. 

References required. Duties include operation and 
maintenance of all road maintenance equipment, graders, 

snow plows, loaders and dump trucks. Preferred applicant to 
live within 30 minutes of Town hall and be available on call. 

Pay will be commensurate on experience.  
Application and further list of duties are available at 

Township office, by email @ silvercreektwp@tds.net or 
at http://www.silvercreektwp.com.  

Call office at 763-878-2600 with questions. 
Silver Creek Township 3827 134th St NW Monticello MN

www.tricap.org | general@tricap.org | (320) 251-1612 or (888) 765-5597| 1210 23rd Ave South, Waite Park MN 56387          
Equal Opportunity Employer/ADA/AA 

Bus Drivers WANTED! 
Are you looking for a position that makes a difference in the lives of others? Look no further!  

We are looking for a compassionate, enthusiastic, and dependable individual to join our team driving 
public transit buses in our Elk River & Milaca location, filling full-time and part-time positions. The 

ideal candidate should be personable, customer-focused, values safety, a logical thinker and a 
proactive problem-solver. Other benefits include:  

10 paid holidays per year, paid personal days, vacation, health, dental, retirement, life insurance, etc. 
PLUS: We will pay for your training to obtain your CDL!  

Starting Hourly Wage: $19.85- $21.83 

Primary responsibilities include: 
*Safely operate bus on assigned route, staying on schedule and providing
excellent service to customers.
*Assist passengers as needed with mobility aids including wheelchairs, walkers
or other aids, assuring that all passengers are secured properly and all mobility
aids are stowed securely.
*Conduct daily and weekly vehicle inspections and report defects to Lead Driver.
*Monitor fare collection from passengers.
*Complete paperwork related to bus operation and passenger concerns.
*Be responsible for daily cleaning and bus maintenance.

QQuuaalliiffiiccaattiioonnss:: 
*CDL with a passenger endorsement, MNDOT medical exam card, OR ability to obtain
*Pass DMV violations check and criminal background check
*Pass pre-employment drug screening, ability to comply with FTA drug and alcohol testing regulations
*Ability to lift/push/pull up to 75 pounds, maneuver and secure mobility devices
*Excellent customer service and effective communication skills
*Ability to work with a diverse population, including people with disabilities
*Proficient with computers, navigation technology
*Must be available for scheduling Monday-Saturday and able to drive for extended periods of time

TToo  aappppllyy::  
Go to our website: Apply online at www.tricap.org, or email: hr@tricap.org or call our office (320) 257-
4511 to request an application. Position open until filled.   

The mission of Tri-CAP is to enhance and expand opportunities for the economic and social well-being of our residents 
and our communities.  

Clear Lake/Clearwater Sewer 
Authority Plant Operator

The Clear Lake/Clearwater Sewer Authority located 
in Clear Lake, Mn is seeking applications for a FT 
Wastewater Treatment Plant Operator.  Minimum 

requirements include a valid driver’s license, ability 
to work evenings/weekends, and ability to comply 

with an alarm response time of 30 minutes. A 
class D wastewater license is preferred.  Prior city 
experience and knowledge of governmental oper-
ations is desirable.  The position is full-time with 
benefits.  Wage range is $23.79 - $32.56/hour 

DOQ.  Offers of employment are contingent upon a 
full background check.  Applications can be obtained 

by visiting www.clearwatercity.com or call (320) 
558-2428.  Return applications to the City of Clear-
water, PO Box 9, Clearwater, MN 55320 or email 
to asmythe@clearwatercity.com no later than 4:30 
p.m. on Monday, December 12, 2022.  Clear Lake/
Clearwater Sewer Authority is an EEO/AA employer.
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On-Site 
Hiring Event for 

Sanitation positions
AVAILABLE AT MONTICELLO 

AND BIG LAKE FACILITIES

Cargill Monticello - Door 17 
206 W. 4th St. Monticello, 

MN 55362

WEDNESDAY, 
DECEMBER 7

1PM - 5PM
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$3,000 SIGN ON BONUS!

3rd shift - Sanitation $22+/hr
Comprehensive Benefit Packages
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Business & professional services  directory

935 Clearwater Professional Building
(320) 558-2201

Mon.: 8:30-4:30 • Tue.: 9-5 • Wed.: 8:30-4:30
ALSO: 1500 Northway Drive, St. Cloud

Member of American 
Academy of Dental 

Group Practice Bethany Blonigen, DDS
Brent Deragisch, DDS

“A Reason 
to Smile!”

Dental Attorneys

PETERSON - 
GRIMSMO

FUNERAL CHAPEL
Serving your 

community since 1933
250 East Broadway

Monticello, MN 55362
763-295-2918

Our family serving yours!

Funeral

Area News
Real Estate

EVERYDAY PEOPLE.
EXCEPTIONAL RESULTS.

www.HallerRealtyHomes.com
Becker Office

12908 1st Street
763-207-6683

Sauk Rapids Office
1310 2nd Street N

320-255-1911

NEW ON THE MARKET

$209,900
• Well maintained home w/ many updates near the elementary school
• Newer roof, A/C, H20 heater, refrigerator, flooring & fresh paint
• Concrete slab for vehicle, trailer, or UTV
• Large owner’s BR & fenced-in yard

  

Mon-Fri. 8am - 6pm
Next to NAPA Auto Parts, Zimmerman
www.allpetsvethospital.com

Your local area veterinarians since 1993

Dr. Joel Ihnen
Dr. Christina Mattson
763-856-8387

All Pets Veterinary Hospital
and Equine Service

320-743-5838
rachel@caninecabin.com

www.caninecabin.com

BOARDING
GROOMING
TRAINING

The very best care
while you’re away

If you can provide a loving home for any of these animals, please contact the 

TRI-COUNTY HUMANE SOCIETY 
320-252-0896

www.tricountyhumanesociety.org
735 8th St. NE - P.O. Box 701 - St. Cloud, MN  56302-0701

Working with the community to find homes for needy pets

Dap 
is 7-year-old neutered mixed breed pup who arrived at the 
shelter as a stray, so we don’t know much about his back-
ground. He has been a very well-behaved resident during his 
time here; he walks nicely on a leash and appears to be pot-
ty-trained because he will “hold it” for his walks. He would 
love durable toys and plenty of exercise in his new home. 

Jaya 
is spayed and 14 years young. While she’s been timid in 
the shelter, she is a true sweetheart when given the time 
and attention to warm up to you.  What she is a big fan 
of: Scratching posts and wet food! Her adoption fee has 
been waived. 

Kapoor 
is a 2-year-old guinea pig who’s looking for a home. Guinea 
pigs are social and vocal creatures who need appropriate 
enrichment and supervised time outside of their cages 
daily. Talk to a TCHS staff member for tips about guinea 
pig care. 

is a 4-year-old spayed dog who came to Tri-County Humane 
Society as a transfer. She is a smart girl who already knows 
how to “sit” “shake” and “lay down.” Chives is staying in a 
TCHS Adoption Ambassadors foster home; contact the shelter 
to learn more about her or to arrange a meeting.

Gus
is a chatty, friendly 1-year-old cat who’s on the prowl for a 
home. He’s got a laid-back attitude, and he’s done well with 
other cats and dogs in the past. What Gus has struggled with 
are tummy troubles. In the shelter, he’s on a prescription 
diet and using his litter box appropriately. Gus qualifies for 
our Fabulous Five Dollar Feline promotion. 

Chives

PetNet Works

Lady 
is a 7-year-old spayed large mixed breed pup who is on 
allergy and thyroid medications that will likely be needed for 
the rest of her life. Lady qualifies for our Passed-Over Pups 
promotion; her adoption fee has been lowered to $50 (tax not 
included) to spur interest.
 
 

Submitted article

(Editor’s Note: The fol-
lowing article was submit-
ted by Blue Star Mothers.)

The Annual Blue Star 
Mothers Holiday Project 
of hand-decorating 300 felt 
Christmas stockings for 
service men and women is 
well under way! Decorating 
the stockings was held Nov. 
6 at the Buffalo American 

Legion and many stopped 
by to help decorate and 
stuff the stockings! Once 
the stockings are decorated 
and stuffed with goodies, 
community members began 
shipping them to deployed 
service members or veter-
ans that are unable to be 
with their families for the 
holidays.

Items collected in-
cluded: beef jerky, beef 
sticks, tuna or chicken 
pouches, crackers/cookies, 
teddy grahams, sunflower 
seeds, Cliff bars, nutrition 
bars, pringles/chips in a 
can, ramen noodles, kool-
aid (in stick packs), mini 
candy canes, propel power 
sticks, crystal light  on 
the go packs, nutty bars, 
star crunch, baby wipes, 
disposable hand and foot 
warmers, Q-tips - travel 
size, activity books such as 
crossword puzzle, Sudoku, 
word search, playing cards, 
Uno, Phase 10, dice, travel 
games such as cribbage, 
Bunco, Yahtzee, rubics 
cube, hackey sac, baseball, 
tennis ball, frisbee, silly 
string. 

All items (excluding 
frisbees) must be able to fit 
inside the stocking so food 

items needed to be individ-
ual serving sizes.

Each year Blue Star 
Mothers participate in 
the Halloween give back 
program through Wright 
County area schools so 
there will be plenty of 
candy to add to the stock-
ings. Three hundred chap-
stick have already been 
acquired as well as Girl 
Scout cookies. Blue Star 
Mothers would accept more 
boxes of Girl Scout cookies 
if anyone has any to donate. 
Please no mints or gum.

In addition to the do-
nated items, Blue Star 
Mothers are accepting 
monetary donations. Ship-
ping this project costs ap-
proximately $3,000 each 
year in addition to costs for 
the stockings, decorating 
supplies and other items 
needed to be purchased 
to meet the quota of 300. 
Checks may be sent to: 
Blue Star Mothers, PO Box 
234, Buffalo, MN 55313. 

Homemade Christmas 
Cards or Thank-You for 
Your Service cards are also 
needed. Each year organiz-
ers like to send three or four 
cards per stocking, meaning 
a grand total of 900-1200 
handmade cards. Packages 
will be mailed this week so 
they arrive in plenty of time 
for Christmas.

Also being accepted 
are addresses for loved 
ones in the military! If any-
one would like the Blue 
Star Mothers to include 
their loved one in the an-
nual holiday project please 
email their name and com-
plete address along with 

how they are related (so 
volunteers can include that 
information in the package) 
to: President.MN13@Blue-
StarMothers.us. Blue Star 
Mothers will include a mes-
sage stating who gave the 
organization their address. 
Also please notify them in 
advance to be expecting a 
package from the Blue Star 
Mothers from a Buffalo ad-
dress, for safety purposes.

Update
Jen Pecarina of Blue 

Star Mothers sent in the fol-
lowing update on this story 
to the Patriot: 

“The stockings are dec-
orated! We had so many  
community members from 
all over the county help 
decorate the stockings! 
From the very young chil-
dren, carried in a backpack, 
to grandparents. The stock-
ings look wonderful! I’m 
sure that every hero that 
receives one this year will 
be thrilled! Now we need 
to collect the items to go in-
side the stockings!” (Which 
they did.)

About Blue 
Star Mothers
Blue Star Mothers 

are mothers, stepmoth-
ers, grandmothers, foster 
mothers and female legal 
guardians who have chil-
dren serving in the mili-
tary, guard or reserves, or 
children who are veterans. 
Members support each 
other and their children 
while promoting patriotism. 
The organization focuses 
on their mission every 
single day and will never, 
ever, forsake the troops,  
veterans, or the families of 
our Fallen Heroes.

Blue Star Mothers has 
nearly 6,000 members from 
over 200 Chapters through-
out the nation.

VOLUNTEERS WORKED HARD to 
decorate stockings to send to deployed 
soldiers. Blue Star Mothers, the spear-
head organization for the project, is 
seeking donations to fill the stockings 
with goodies. (Submitted photos.)

Blue Star Mothers donating 
to deployed soldiers

By Katherine Cantin,
Staff Writer
Reporter.Katie@PatriotNewsMN.com

During the monthly 
meeting, the Big Lake 
School Board heard an up-
date on how the year is going 
for the high school, and, in 
particular, they heard about 
the success of the new sand-
box program. 

The sandbox program 
is a class that allows high 
school students to study 
excavating by actually 
using equipment on school 
grounds. Matthew Vogel, 
teacher for the program, said 
the students who enrolled 
in the course were having a 
blast working with the ma-
chines. The course is being 
offered as a means for the 
district to help broaden the 
scope of what students con-
sider for a career after high 
school. Vogel said there 
were a variety of students 
taking the course this fall, 
some hoping to move into 
a career where they operate 
similar machinery, and some 
who were interested in civil 
engineering or in being a die-
sel mechanic, and who saw 
the opportunity to become 
acquainted with the opera-
tion of the machines.

The program was cre-
ated with the help of sev-
eral local businesses. As a 
thank-you, Vogel distributed 
plaques to each of the busi-
ness partners on behalf of the 
high school and the district. 

Financial Report
Before giving her finan-

cial report, Angie Manuel, 
Director of Business Ser-
vices, invited Matt Mayer 
of Bergan KDV to give the 
school’s financial audit re-
port for the year. Mayor said 
he and his company were 
presenting an unmodified (or 
clean) opinion of the school’s 
finances, without any signif-
icant issues. He furthermore 
noted that the staff was very 
helpful and he and no issues 
working with them.

With that, Manuel 
moved on to her financial 
report. Average daily mem-
bership is still higher than 
what was budgeted for the 
year, even after a slight loss 
of nine students (several stu-
dents moved out of district.) 
Manuel also noted some 
concerns moving forward, as 
the district had been spend-
ing into a deficit. This has not 
been an issue as the general 
fund had enough money in 
order to do so, but he noted 
that a new plan would be 

needed for the future. 
Student 
Representative
Student Representative 

Grace John noted that she 
had reached out to various 
school districts in the area to 
learn about what their pol-
icies regarding hats were. 
She found that many did 
allow hats. She will continue 
to meet with administration 
in an effort to change the Big 
Lake policy. 

John noted that the 
blood drive hosted by NHS 
was a success as all slots 
were filled. Likewise, the 
NHS food drive also ex-
ceeded its goal. 

The Giving Tree will 
once again be featured at the 
school. Items can be donated 
that will go directly to district 
students who are struggling. 

In Other Business,
the Board:
• Heard an update on 

how the year is going so far 
for the high school;

• Heard an update from 
community education and 
the activities department;

• Approved bids for 
work for the referendum 
plan;

• Canvassed the election 
results.

SANDBOX SPONSORS. Staff of the Big Lake School District thanked the sponsors of the Sandbox program with 
plaques of appreciation. Back row: Matt Vogel, Sandbox instructor; Bri Ana Vogel, Viet; Adam Eggert, PCi Roads; John 
Hass, Veit; Scott Weness, RDO Equipment; Bob Dockendorf, High School Principal. Front row: Kelly Hansen, Veit; Shallyn 
Tordeur, BLHS Assistant Principal; Andrea Ibberson, Peer Coach; Wade Olson, Tech Ed and Work-Based Learning instruc-
tor. (Photo by Katherine Cantin.)

Big Lake School Board 
thanks sandbox sponsors
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Area Chamber News

Business After Hours
Dec. 8 - 5pm

Steil Insurance

SHOP LOCAL 
THIS HOLIDAY 

SEASON!

Amity Felton
763-262-2420

Chamber@BeckerChamber.org

Gloria Vande Brake
763-263-7800

Info@BigLakeChamber.com

Glenna Soenneker
320-267-4361

GSoenneker@GMail.com

Annual Membership Meeting
Nov. 29 - 11:30am

Lupulin

Holiday Social
Dec. 1 - 5:30pm
Style Catering

Membership Meeting
Jan. 12 - 11:30am

Tri-County Alliance Church

SHOP LOCAL 
THIS HOLIDAY 

SEASON!

ASAP Pumping Service

• Residential Septic Tank Pumping 
• Commercial septic Pumping
• Holding Tanks• Routine Maintenance
• Tank Compliance• Emergency Service

Call 
763 415-0319

Serving Becker, Big Lake, Elk River 
and Surrounding Area

Emergency 
Service!

Keller Lake Commons in Big Lake, now an Assisted Living Community 
offering full apartments ranging from 644 to 956 square feet. Cable is included in rents 

for private pay and housing support (formerly known as GRH) renters. Accepting EW and 
CADI. For more information please contact Nicole Gilder, Housing Director at 

763-263-2363 or check us out online at www.kellerlakecommons.com

Septic
OAK PARKOAK PARK
CO-OP CREAMERYCO-OP CREAMERY

320.968.7864320.968.7864
16623 Ironwood RD NE, Oak Park, MN
Store hours: M-F 8to5 & Sat 8to12

HUBBARD, HEIMS & PURINA FEEDS Silage bags available

Your local Crystalyx Dealer

See us for wood 
pellets & other 
winter supplies!

Winter Rye Available for $16 a 56-lb. bag

and the cranes have few natural predators. Carlstrom speculated that the most likely rea-
son for the species’ success is the ability to find natural habitat up north (in or near Can-
ada) that is able to support them. 

About Sandhill Cranes
Sandhill cranes do not produce many offspring during their lifetimes. The cranes are 

not sexually mature until they are about five years old, and, after that, they will typically 
only produce one or two offspring at a time. 

During their migration every year, the sandhill cranes make their way down to the 
southeast coast of the country, settling in warm, wetland areas such as Florida, Georgia, 
and Alabama. 

About SNWR 
The Sherburne National Wildlife Refuge consists of 30,700 acres of land. It is pre-

served to provide a high-quality native habitat for native and migratory species.
There are many ways to support the refuge in its efforts. Volunteers are needed for 

population counts such as the annual sandhill crane count, along with other activities. 
Those interested could also donate or help to further SNWR’s educational outreach. Those 
interested can visit www.ExploreSherburne.org/join-us.

CRANES from page 1

The Big Lake wrestling team started practice this week with one-on-one 
drills. The Hornets open the season with their own invitational Dec. 2.

Practicing for Winter

The Hornet boys basketball team worked on dribbling during a practice 
session this week. They have a scrimmage at Delano today (Nov.26). (Photos by 
Ken Francis.)

The Big Lake gymnastics team practiced this week in preparation for their 
season, which starts with an invitational tournament in Brainerd Dec. 17.

Submitted Article

(Editor’s Note: The fol-
lowing article was written by 
Elizabeth Boger, journalist at 
the Minnesota Hockey Jour-
nal magazine. She gave the 
Patriot permission to re-run 
an article that came out in the 
November/December issue of 
MHJ.)

 Hockey may not be in 
season during the summer, 
but kids in Becker and Big 
Lake still spent countless 
hours shooting pucks. Their 
goal was to shoot thousands 
of them as part of the 10,000 
Pucks Challenge, which en-
courages offseason devel-
opment. Some of them even 
took it even further—racking 
up as many as 12,000 shots.

“The challenge just 
shows how motivated these 
kids are,” said Ben Rusin, 
president of the Becker/Big 
Lake Youth Hockey Associ-
ation. “Even during the off-
season, they’re passionate, 
focused and committed to 
getting better.”

When they weren’t 
shooting pucks in the drive-
way, the kids were roll-
erblading alongside the 
association’s parade float in 
nearby towns. They wore 
their jerseys and handed out 
candy to spectators—which 
went a long way in generat-
ing excitement for Becker/
Big Lake’s hockey program.

“We’re definitely in 

growth mode,” Rusin said. 
“We have a great core group 
of Mite leaders that have been 
helping grow the program. 
Word is out that it’s fun to 
play, and we’ve got a lot of 
really passionate skaters and 
families.”

Bridging the Gap
Especially over the past 

few years, Becker/Big Lake is 
making strides to connect the 
youth and high school teams.

Zach Barzee, head coach 
of the Becker/Big Lake boys’ 
high school program, spends 
time guiding youth coaches 
and arming them with the 
tools they need to succeed. He 
advises them on everything 
from practice structure to 
building good habits, which 

could help lead to a smooth 
transition from youth to high 
school hockey.

“We’re all working for 
the same goal,” Barzee said. 
“And I think that’s a common 
theme throughout the state—
bridging the gap between the 
high school program and the 
youth program.”

Barzee has worked to 
build a culture of hard work, 
accountability and positivity 
at the high school level. As 
his involvement at the youth 
level increases, he’s antici-
pating those values to trickle 
down and be a strong focus 
for the association.

“I think that’s going to 
make everybody feel like we 
are one big family,” Barzee 

said. “We’re one big team, 
and we’re all striving for the 
same goal of creating a pos-
itive environment for our 
kids to learn and develop as 
hockey players, and as peo-
ple.”

Small but Mighty
Becker/Big Lake’s 

Learn to Skate days have 
proven to be a great way to 
attract new faces and increase 
turnout.

The Mite program is es-
pecially blossoming— con-
sisting of nearly 40 percent 
of its overall registration this 
year. 

“Our goal is to have at 
least two teams at every level 
for the travel teams,” Rusin 
said. “But now it’s looking 

like, as our numbers grow, 
we’d like to have three teams 
at every level.”

As more and more play-
ers flock to the rink, Becker/
Big Lake is grateful for the 
opportunity to call Princeton 
Ice Arena its home ice.

“It’s worked out great, 
and we’re extremely thank-
ful to have ice at Princeton,” 
Rusin said. “The Becker Big 
Lake Ice Association—which 
is a separate entity—does 
have a goal of building an 
arena here someday.” 

With the potential ad-
dition of a hometown rink, 
Becker/Big Lake anticipates 
even more growth. In the 
meantime, the association 
relishes in its devoted mem-
bers and volunteers that keep 
it running smoothly. 

“We’re not a huge asso-
ciation,” Rusin said. “But our 
members are very passionate 
and committed. People really 
step up to help out and volun-
teer because we are a smaller 
association—everyone from 
the coaches to the managers 
to the parents to the board. 
It wouldn’t happen without 
the dedication, passion, com-
mitment and volunteer time 
that’s put in by so many of 
our members. They truly care 
about our kids.”

Keeping it 
in Perspective
At the start of the 2022-

23 season, Barzee asked 
members of a Becker/Big 

Lake youth team to raise their 
hand if they’d been on the ice 
recently. Despite being early 
in the season, nearly everyone 
had their hand up. 

“That shows me how 
much these kids want to be on 
the ice, and how much they 
want to improve and put the 
extra time in,” Barzee said.

That dedication trans-
lates well on the ice, and it 
also runs much deeper. 

“We practice so we can 
have fun playing games,” 
Barzee said. “But, you know, 
while being out there and 
putting the time in, spending 
time with their friends get-
ting better at the sport—most 
of them develop a lot of life 
skills in the process.” 

Becker/Big Lake is 
doing its best to help each 
player thrive on and off the 
ice. 

“We’re trying to get 
them better at this sport, but 
we can’t lose perspective on 
the fact that the whole reason 
we’re doing this is so that our 
kids can develop into good 
people in the future,” Barzee 
said. “We want them to gain 
a lot of life skills, learn how to 
work with other people, learn 
how to deal with adversity, 
and learn to work hard. All 
of this is about the kids and 
making them not only good 
hockey players, but good peo-
ple, too.”

BECKER/BIG LAKE HOCKEY COACHES gather the young skaters along the boards for a teaching moment. (Submitted 
Photo).

Becker/BL Hockey continues to grow

3.00%
APY

FOR 3YEARS!

Clearwater
(320) 558-2021

Avon 
(320) 356-7334

 Long Prairie
(320) 732-6131

Browerville 
(320) 594-2215

St. Cloud West
(320) 654-9555

 St. Cloud East
(320) 257-5000

Call below for local 
FREE CONSULTATON

  LogBank.com
Free dog treats, too!

Pictured:  Bailey, frequent investor

*

1 8 8 1

*Limited Time Offer for Individual 
  Investors Only with $15,000 
  minimum deposit amount. 

  FDIC Insured up to $250,000.
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Be a Patriot Page 

Sponsor! Call 
763.275.0275 to 
secure your ad

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Appreciative of our 
local newspaper! 

We proudly support 
our communities

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Mon. - Thu., 9am-5pm; Fri. 9am-1pm

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Call us for 
your business 

insurance needs.

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Mon. - Thu., 9am-5pm; Fri. 9am-1pm

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Bundled options 
available, call today 

for your quote.

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Mon. - Thu., 9am-5pm; Fri. 9am-1pm

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Life insurance, make 
sure you have the 
right protection.

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Mon. - Thu., 9am-5pm; Fri. 9am-1pm

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Do you own a boat, 
ATV, motorcycle or 
RV? Call today for a 

free quote.

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Mon. - Thu., 9am-5pm; Fri. 9am-1pm

PROUD SPONSOR
OF THE 

NEWSPAPER,
EVENTS, ACTIVITIES

AND BUSINESSES
IN OUR LOCAL

COMMUNITIES!

763-262-5850
tjpottertrucking.com

Grateful for our 
community newspaper 

and all the events 
covered in our 

surrounding areas!

612.298.3608
Sarawaytashek 

@edinarealty.com

Good Luck Athletes!

MarquetteHomeTeam.com

TRUEMAN WELTERS
1600 HWY 55 E
BUFFALO, MN 55313
763-682-2200

TRUEMAN WELTERS
1600 HWY 55 E
BUFFALO, MN 55313
763-682-2200

628 Roosevelt Rd., Suite 101
St. Cloud, MN 56301

320-774-3789

Having eye problems?

Accepting all major insurance including Medicare.

www.eaofcm.com

Having eye problems?

Specializing in:
• Cataracts
• Glaucoma
• Dry Eyes

• Diabetic Eye    
   Disease
• Macular  
   Degeneration

• Blurred Vision
• All Other Eye  
   Disorders
• Routine Eye Exams

Dr. Mitchell 
Gossman

We can help!We can help!

“Dr. Gossman did an amazing job with 
my cataract surgery. I would highly 
recommend him!” 
— Mary Nehring, Cataract Surgery patient

Early Ice Jiggin’ 101 - 
Choosing the Right Bait!

B a c k 
in the day, 
the go to ice 
jigging bait 
for early ice 
perch or wall-
eyes was a 
silver Swed-
ish Pimple. 
The other 
option was 
a Kastmas-
ter.  Today, 
the shelves at 
the local bait 
shop are dec-
orated with hundreds of icy 
fish enticing vertical jigging 
options geared towards help-
ing you catch the big one.  For 
many ice anglers, the choice 
of what to drop down the 
hole can be quite overwhelm-
ing.  Actually, it’s quite 
simple if you un-
ders tand 
just a 
f e w 

k e y 
points in 
regards to the 
jigging lure itself and how to 
match the lure to the aggres-
siveness of the walleye or 
perch your chasing.  

Let’s keep this simple 
and break down the multi-
tude of ice jigging lures into 
3 basic groups.  The groups 
of jigging lures are based on 
the action/characteristics of 
the lure themselves and the 
general activity level of the 
fish.  Drum roll please……
The three basic jigging lure 
groups are:   

1.   Swimming/gliding 
lures, 2.  Updown lures and 
3. Basic jig heads (like your 
favorite lead head jig you 
use all summer long).   Let’s 
quickly chat about each cat-
egory and the basic applica-
tion.   

1.  Swimming or gilding 
lures.  Swimming or gliding 
lures themselves make up the 
most aggressive lure group 
of the three groups.  After the 
initial upward pull (usually 
1-2 ft), these lures swim or 
glide up, then out to the side 
as they begin an unpredict-
able darting quarter to full 
circle type pattern downward 
as it settles back to its origi-
nal starting point.   Let it sit 
still for 10-15 seconds, then 
“twitch” it about 5 seconds, 
let it sit still again for another 
10-15 seconds and repeat!  
That’s a lot of action fishing 
through a hole in the ice!  
Common examples of these 
lures are the Jigging Rapala, 
Northland Puppet Minnow, 
Salmo Hornet, or the Moon-
shine Shiver Minnow.  I use 
these lures 90% of the time 
to catch aggressively feeding 
fish of all species—like a hot 
crappie bite, “golden hour” 
walleyes, or pike in general.  
The other 10% of the time I 
use swimming/gliding lures 
to trigger fish that are not ag-
gressive at all.  Can you say 
deadly on finicky walleye? 
In other words, this group of 
lures can be quite versatile.  
Keep the colors basic.  Bright 
“fire tiger” type colors in 
stained water, golds/oranges/
glow in tanic stained water 
(i.e. Lake of The Woods/
Rainy), and the classic sil-
ver/black, gold/black, white, 
perch, silver/ blue in clear 
water situations.  Fish the 
baits “naked” or tipped with 
a small minnow head for 
scent (a big minnow head 
can ruin the action).  Exper-
iment with different upward 
pull lengths and pause time 
in between your customized 
jigging sequence.  I hang ‘em 
up on a lighter monofilament 
line like Berkley Trilene 
8-10 lb. test tied directly to 
the lure or with a small cross 
lock snap to make switching 
lures faster.  Generally, once 
I settle on particular lure, I 
will remove the snap and tie 
it direct.   

2. Updown lures (yes I 
just created that word) are just 
that.  When pulled upward at a 
fast rate, they basically travel 
straight up flutter or dart just 
about straight down.  These 
lures are typical “flashy” 
chrome colored lures.  Sil-
ver and gold on almost all of 

them.  I think 
that classic 
C h r i s t m a s 
song “Silver 
and Gold” 
by Burle Ives 
was actually 
about these 
lures!  Clas-
sic examples 
of these lures 
are the Swed-
ish Pimple 
or the Kast-
master.  The 
JB Weasel is 

another example.  Just about 
any jigging spoon falls into 
this group.  This group of 
lures is in my opinion the 
most versatile in regards to 
catching active or inactive 
fish.  I probably catch 75% of 
my fish throughout the winter 
using this lure group.  I also 

tend to use smaller sizes 
(1.5”-1/8 oz. type 

of stuff) to help 
catch num-

bers of wall-
eyes and  
big perch. 
I use the 
s a m e 
line as I 
do with 
the swim-
ming/glid-

ing baits 
but a small 

cross lock snap 
is always used 

in this case.  I also 
recommend tipping the 

bait each time with a fresh 
minnow head.  Minnow tails 
work too, but the heads are 
better most of the time.  I start 
with a more aggressive jig-
ging approach using 1-3 foot 
upward pulls, let it settle and 
sit for 5-10 seconds, twitch 
for 3 seconds, let it sit for 
5-10 seconds, then another 
upward pull.  That’s where I 
start, and I tweak from there 
depending on the bites. Gold 
or silver with a little blue, 
glow, green, orange or white 
will do the trick in the color 
department. 

3.  Basic jig head.  Yup, 
the jigs you in your left in 
your boat now in storage you 
should go get.  My summer 
tackle is in my ice box and 
my ice tackle is in my boat.  
There’s a hint.  I use jig heads 
through the ice the least 
amount amongst the three 
groups.   However, they are 
very important in catching 
non-aggressive fish.  Slowly 
tapping the bottom with a 
1/16-1/4 o. jigs (1/8 oz. seems 
to be most consistent) tipped 
with a whole minnow (lip 
hooked or threaded onto the 
hook).  The entire lead head 
jig approach is less invasive.  
Slow short lifts, resting on the 
bottom, hovering and twitch-
ing a few inches off the bot-
tom.  With the jigs I use 6lb. 
test Berkley monofilament.  
I like the stretch in the line 
which offers less resistance 
to help a non-aggressive 
walleye “inhale” the bait in 
easier.  This combined with a 
lighter action rod and a slow 
rod tip will help put more fish 
on the ice.  A jig set up in this 
fashioned can easily be used 
as a dead stick.  Pull the fish 
to you with an Updown lure 
and watch them smack the 
dead stick.   

Pretty basic but deadly.  
By adding jigging lures 
to your “bag o ice fishing 
tricks” this ice fishing sea-
son (use them in the summer 
too!), I’m confident you will 
wonder why you didn’t do it 
sooner!  

  “Lotsa Fish! Lotsa 
Fun!” Captain Josh Hage-
meister ,  Minnesota 
Fishing Guide Service, 218-
732-9919, 320-291-0708, 
www.minnesotaguideser-
vice.com www.minneso-
taicefishhouserental.com 

By Captain 
Josh Hagermeister

PLANNERS from page 1

tact from the city to the last 
few year’s and the dealings 
with the COVID-19 epi-
demic.

“A couple years ago 
we canceled it because of 
COVID and the last few 
years, we just didn’t feel 
like putting a hardship on 
area businesses with re-
quests after all they went 
through with the disease,” 
said Gevens.

A survey was initially 
introduced to the guests 
asking them what they 

liked or didn’t like about 
Freedom Days past. It also 
asked for any suggestions 
to make the event more 
successful and also asked 
if any of the guests would 
like to be on the committee 
or non-profit organization.

“We’d like to see the 
community grow the event 
over the next couple years,” 
said Knutson. “We’d still 
be involved at the city level 
for services, of course, but 
we just want the commu-
nity to drive this thing.”

Several suggestions 
were made at the meeting 
to generate fundraising in-
cluding re-instituting the 
t-shirts with sponsors on 
them, bringing in pull-
tabs, etc. The city also said 
they are committed to their 
budget of $14,000 for this 
next year to go towards the 
event.

Kuha suggested this 
committee be organized 
soon since planning for the 
summertime event usually 
begins just after the first of 

the year. He said the com-
mitment for the committee 
would most likely be meet-
ing, serving at the event and 
attending planning meet-
ings.

“We’d like to get a 
team built soon, so spread 
the word about this oppor-
tunity,” Kuha said.

For anyone interested 
in volunteering to be a part 
of the Freedom Days com-
mittee, contact Josh Kuha 
at JKuha@ci.becker.mn.us.
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