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O P E R A T I O N 
X-MAS JAMMIES is 
seeking donations to 
help children with spe-
cial needs get Christmas 
presents this year. See 
Katie Cantin’s story on 
page 3.

NEWS & 
ADVERTISING 
DEADLINES
NEWS DEADLINES

With the newspaper wrap up 
occurring Wednesday evening, all 
news items submitted to run that 
Saturday must reach our office by 

Wednesday morning by 11 a.m.

SPORTS DEADLINES
Coaches and assistants are 

expected to contact our sports 
writers by Wednesday morning, 
11 a.m. at the latest to have their 

information included in that 
week’s publication.

CLASSIFIEDS DEADLINES
Information for classifieds need to 
be submitted to our staff by noon 
Wednesday to be included in that 

week’s publication of the PATRIOT.

CONTACT US
LEGALS/CLASSIFIEDS/OBITS

Call 763-275-0275 
or email Kathy @ 

legals.kathy@patriotnewsmn.com

SPORTS STORIES
Call 763-275-0275 or email Bill @
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

ADVERTISING
Call 763-275-0275 

or email Mary, Carol or Heidi @ 
sales.carol@patriotnewsmn.com

WEBSITE
Check out each week’s content 

@ our website: 
www.patriotnewsmn.com

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Call 763-275-0275 
or email Kathy @ 

legals.kathy@patriotnewsmn.com

763-275-0275

INSIDE
BIG LAKE VOLLEYBALL

Last week’s story on the Big Lake 
volleyball team’s match against 
Buffalo has been amended. See 

the story on page 13.
 

COUNTY NEWS
Sherburne County Board approved 

IUP for a firearms business in 
Palmer Twp. 

See the story on Page 14.

BECKER NEWS
Becker City held a truth-in-

taxation presentation to discuss 
the 2021 tax levy. See the story 

on page 4.
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IN THE MEANTIME
SHOPPING LOCAL

The Patriot will again be 
featuring more shopping ideas 
from area merchants and busi-

nesses in our upcoming 
December issues!

NURSING HOMES
The Patriot plans on reporting on 
how the local nursing homes and 
elderly housing units are coping 

with the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Keep an eye out for the story in an 

upcoming issue!

HELPING TO SHOP
Another story the Patriot plans on 
covering is the helpful hands of 

the local grocery store’s 
employees who do the shopping 

for call-in orders!

By Bill Morgan, 
Staff Writer

Many people are con-
cerned about the spread 
of COVID-19 in poten-
tially busy physical stores 
during the holiday season 
and with small businesses 
already burdened by state 
shutdowns, the results may 
be catastrophic to many 
“mom-and-pop” busi-
nesses. 

While shopping on 
the internet appears to be 
the cure-all this year for 
those who hate crowds 
and are nervous about the 
pandemic, but that doesn’t 
mean you can’t help sup-
port  local businesses who 
are desperately hanging on 
amidst the economic re-
strictions. 

The Patriot will fea-
ture several area businesses 
who have great gift-giving 
ideas for holiday shoppers. 
Even a little visit to some of 
these area merchants could 

help get them through the 
holidays with a glimmer of 
hope to stay in business an-
other year.

Also if one must pur-
chase items from Amazon 
(which is understandable 
since sometimes they have 
what you are looking for 
and local stores do not), it 
is strongly suggested one 
uses the Amazon Smile pro-
gram (https://smile.ama-
zon.com).

There, one can shop 
the full Amazon store and 
the regular Amazon prices. 
The only difference is a 
small percentage of one’s 
purchase will be donated to 
the charity of one’s choice. 
Amazon supports nearly 
every charity including 
those small and local char-
ities.

Becker True Value 
– 13350 1st St., Becker – 
763-261-4464

Keep your pets com-
fortable during the long, 
cold winter months with 

dog beds from $9.99 to 
$49.99. How about some 
dog treats from $6.99 to 
$13.99? Don’t forget the 
creatures of the air by buy-
ing some suet in prices 
ranging from 99¢ all the 
way to $5.99!

Mom or wife would 
love some new Christmas 
lights ($2.99) or other dec-
orations ($2.79) for the 
house. And pops would 
love a new drill, ranging 
in prices from $14.99 to 
$129.99!

French Twist Salon 
& Boutique – 100 Jef-
ferson Blvd., Big Lake –  
763-309-1052

If you haven’t shopped 
French Twist, you are 
in for a treat! They have 
Swan Creek candles for 
$15, Myra bags and purses 
ranging from $26 to $46, 
warmies for $14 to $20 and 
engraved drink mugs from 
$22 to $24!

Shopping local during COVID is essential

By Katie Cantin, 
Staff Writer

Unique history was 
made last month during 
Homecoming week in 
Becker.

Ethan Wilson, son 
of Annie and Kevin Wil-
son of Becker, was named 
Becker’s 2020 homecom-
ing king. His grandfather, 
Gary Cox (Annie’s father), 
was also a former home-
coming king at Becker 
High School, way back in 
the year 1971. 

These two homecom-
ing kings were crowned 
almost fifty years apart. 
Things have changed a lot 
since then.

Gary Cox said back in 
1971, there wasn’t a lot of 
competition for homecom-
ing king. He graduated in 
a class of 33 students, and 
there were only 11 boys. 

Both Cox and Wil-
son played on the football 
team, as well. Cox was 

Grandpa, grandson share special bond 50 years later

LEFT: Ethan Wilson was recently named Homecoming King at Becker High School and 
he posed with his grandfather, Gary Cox, who was Becker’s Homecoming King in 1971. 
ABOVE: A photo of Gary Cox taken from the 1971 yearbook. (Submitted photos.)

Submitted Article

Looking for a way to 
help brighten a child’s holi-
day season? 

This week and until 
Christmas, one may notice 
some white boxes with 
the Toy for Tots logo on 
them in various locations 
throughout Becker and Big 
Lake. These boxes are for 
the Community Toys for 
Tots campaign and used 
to collect toys for children 
whose parents may not be 
able to purchase toys for 
their children this Christ-
mas season. The organizers 
depend on the help of the 
community to collect toys 
to provide for the approx-
imately 350 families they 
serve annually.

Drop off sites in 
the Becker area include: 
Becker Community Center, 
Sherburne State Bank or 
Becker Primary School.

Drop of sites in the 
Big Lake area include: Big 
Lake City Hall, Big Lake 
Hardware & Rental, Home-
town Eyecare, Riverwood 
Bank, Anytime Fitness, 
Coborns, KleinBank, Saron 
Lutheran Church, Liberty 
Elementary, Independence 
Elementary, or State Farm 
Insurance-Cory Lauge.

Toys dropped off in the 
boxes must be new and un-
wrapped. The toys will be 
distributed for children liv-
ing in the Big Lake, Becker, 
Clearwater, Clear Lake and 
Monticello communities.

Please keep in mind 
that toys and donations 
brought to Kare 11 or put in 
boxes outside of the listed 
communities DO NOT help 
the children in those areas. 

Toys For 
Tots Seeking 

Donations

SHOP LOCAL to page 2

TOYS to page 2

By Katherine Cantin
Staff writer

Deb Wegeleben, fi-
nance director for the city, 
started the truth in taxation 
of Big Lake part of the 
meeting by giving a brief 
summary of how the tax 
process works. The pro-
cess starts with the city’s 
budget for the next calen-
dar year. The city estimates 
how much money it will 
need to operate, and then 
subtracts that amount from 
the funds raised through 
means other than taxation 
(the liquor store, for exam-
ple). Of course, this num-
ber always comes up short, 
and so the city places a tax 
levy in order to raise the re-
maining funds. For the year 
2021, the tax levy will be 
$4,824,599. 

Property taxes are de-
termined by the county as-
sessor, not by the city. They 
take the estimated value of 
the home and multiply it by 
the “class rate.” Residential 
property is multiplied by 
one percent, and commer-
cial property is multiplied 
by two percent. This deter-
mines the “tax capacity” of 
the property. This will be 
determined by January of 
2021.

The tax rate is calcu-
lated by a function of the 
tax capacity and the tax 
levy. 

The money collected 
by the city goes to com-
munity services. Fifty per-
cent goes to public safety 
(police, fire, etc.). Fifteen 
percent goes to the gen-
eral government (adminis-
tration, city hall services.) 
Twelve percent is allocated 

to culture (parks, library, 
community events.) Fif-
teen percent is for public 
works (infrastructure.) Six 
percent is for transfers (for 
future projects.) Two per-
cent is used for Economic 
Development, to promote 
Big Lake.

The reasons for the in-
crease in the budget amount 
is to compensate for the 
growth of the city: there 
are more services being of-
fered, more personnel, and 
more operational expenses.

Any citizens who 
have questions about their 
property value can con-
tact the Sherburne County 
Assessor’s office at 763-
765-4900. Questions about 
overall tax statements can 
be directed to the Sherburne 
County Auditor/Treasurer’s 
office at 763-765-4351. Cit-
izens with questions about 
the city budget or the city 
taxes can contact Deb We-
geleben at 763-251-2974.

Mayor Mike Wallen 
took a moment to compli-
ment Wegeleben on her 
easy-to-understand pre-
sentation. He reminded 
concerned citizens that the 
city’s tax levy is only one 
part of the total taxes resi-
dents pay.

Police Dept. Donation
The Big Lake Police 

Dept. accepted a $500 cash 
donation from William 
Wilts, to be spent on un-
budgeted items as the de-
partment sees fit.

Lake Liquors to Offer
Curbside Pickup
Lake Liquors is look-

ing to implement curbside 
pickup service in the near 

NEW BOARD MEMBER KEN HALVERSON shook 
hands with Clerk Gina Wolbeck after being sworn into office 
last week. (Submitted photo.)

Big Lake City  Council 
prepares 2021 tax levy

KINGS  to page 10

BIG LAKE to page 2
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Area News

SMALL-TOWN 
COMMUNITIES LOVE 
THEIR LOCAL PAPERS

A recent study found that 67% of 
small-town residents read their 
local paper at least one time per 
week. Out of the participants, 78% 
said newspapers were their main 
source for information about local 
news, and 71% of participants said 
newspaper inserts motivated them 

with their buying decisions.
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POSITIVE 
EXPECTATIONS 

BY READERS
Many people feel that certain forms 

of advertising such as commer-
cials and website pop-up ads are 

intrusive. In a local newspaper, 
ads are often expected by readers, 
and their placement is often near 

content similar to the ad content – 
for example, a shoe store ad in the 
fashion section or a computer store 

ad in the technology section. As 
this type of placement makes an ad 
less intrusive, a negative consumer 

reaction is less likely.
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POSITIVE EXPECTATIONS BY READERS
Many people feel that certain forms of advertising such as commercials and website pop-up ads are 

intrusive. In a local newspaper, ads are often expected by readers, and their placement is often near content 
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SEWING MACHINE REPAIR

St. Cloud Sewing Center
320-251-6540 • 888-251-6540

3603 W. Division, St. Cloud • scsewing@cloudnet.com
Hours: M-F 9-6, Sat 9-4

Sales & Service 
on All Brands

ALL FOR ONLY

$4950
Limit 1 per customer. Expires 3/31/21.

Reg. $59.50

• Lubricate
• Clean Machine
• Adjust Feed
• Check Belt
• Oil Machine
• Check Wiring & Electrical Equipment
• Adjust Upper & Lower Tension
• 90 Day Service Warranty

SAVE 
$10

w/coupon

3603 W. Division, St. Cloud • scsewing@cloudnet.com
320-251-6540 • 888-251-6540

  

Year End 
Close Outs

Hours:
M-Th 9-6,

Sat 9-5

A variety of Brands 
to choose from.

70
Years 

Sales & Service 
All Brands!Limited 

Quantities!

Save Up 
to 50%

You don’t have to choose.

HEAT OR FOOD

COMMERCE
DEPARTMENT

#MNNiceandWarm

Too many low-income Minnesotans have to choose between paying

their energy bill and other necessities – food, medicine and healthcare. 
Minnesota’s Energy Assistance Program offers eligible residents help 
to pay their energy bills so they do not have to choose between life’s 

necessities. Spread the word to your friends and family.

APPLY FOR ENERGY ASSISTANCE

Three locations to serve you...
Becker 763-261-4200 | Princeton 763-389-4099 | Monticello 763-271-7177

www.sherburnestatebank.com

Sherburne
State Bank

During this upcoming Holiday Shopping 
Season lets all help out our local businesses 

by purchasing your gifts locally.  Buying 
local supports our communities as a whole.

Gift certificates to your local favorite 
restaurant (they make great stocking stuffers 
too); gas cards; services and products from 
your local hair salons and boutiques; the 

hardware store always has great gift ideas; 
Becker and Big Lake spiritwear; health and 

wellness products from your chiropractor and 
oil changes and car care products. 

All these and more are available right 
here…..your hometown!

Shop Local!Shop Local!

Hurry fast to fill the boxes, they will only be out until 
Dec. 17, 2020.

If one is in need of an application for the Community 
Toys for Tots program, one will be able to find applica-

tions at the city hall and food shelf in Clearwater, Monti-
cello, Becker and Big Lake.

Requirements for the program include: needing assis-
tance in providing toys for one’s children for Christmas, 
live in one of the five communities the organization serves 
and be the guardian of one’s children.

Applications are due by Dec. 7, 2020 and distribution 
will be held on Sat.,  Dec. 19, 2020 unless instructed on a 
different day.

For any questions regarding applications or volunteer-
ing to help the Community Toys for Tots program, please 
contact Stacy Boone-Vikingson at 763-482-4447 or com-
munitytoysfortots@gmail.com.

TOYS from page 1

future. Patrons will be able 
to order online and have 
their orders brought to their 
cars.

Administrator’s 
Report
Clay Wilfahrt, city ad-

ministrator, reported that 
some residents have been 
calling in regards to the 
changes to the water bills 
from the city. The bills are 
in a new format, and the 
most recent round of bills 
are the first for winter bill-
ing. Bill amounts may be 
slightly different for these 
reasons.

Wilfahrt also an-
nounced that he will be 
launching a series of web 
interviews with city offi-
cials on Facebook. The first 
one was released Dec. 1, 
and featured Police Chief 
Joel Scharf, who discussed 
policing during a pandemic. 
The videos will all be avail-
able on the Big Lake City’s 
Facebook page.

BIG LAKE from page 1

Or, treat yourself to 
some hair and body prod-
ucts or pick up a gift card 
for stocking stuffers! Check 
out their coupon for Myra 
purses on page 3.

Parts City Auto Parts 
– 845 MN-24, Clearwater 
– 320-558-9901

Keep that vehicle of 
yours running all winter with 
a stop at Parts City. Pick up 
some gift cards while you’re 
there, ranging in prices from 
$5 to $100. Or, grab an ice 
fishing pole and gear for just 
$5.99 to $27.99. Outfit your 
car with a Nebo flashlight 
for $9.99 to $32.99.

How about your stor-
age area for your car? 
Parts City has garage and 
house brooms from $9.99 
to $20.99 and cleaners and 
cloths from $4.19 to $19.99.

Scheideman Chiro-
practic & Body Shop – 
14030 Bank St. #1, Becker 
– 763-262-2639

Pamper yourself this 
Christmas season and enter 
the New Year with a new, 
feeling good body and atti-
tude.

How about a half-hour 
massage for just $30? It will 
run from Dec. 14-23 only 
and you need to call 763-
262-2639 to schedule an ap-
pointment.

Wouldn’t bottles of es-
sential oils be great for your 
well-being? They’d be great 
stocking stuffers, don’t you 
think? Also, gift certificates 
in many denominations are 
available, too!

Becker Food Pride 
– 13400 1st St., Becker – 
763-262-2500

Great gifts can easily 
be had at Food Pride! They 
have fruit baskets starting at 
$9.99, meat & cheese trays 
starting at $7.99 and cookie 
trays starting at $13.99.

Don’t forget to get your 
Christmas candy at Food 
Pride where you will find 
a load of assorted sweets. 
Also give that special some-
one a gift certificate and let 
them choose what to spend 
it on!

Two Cute Boutique 
– 726 Martin Ave., Suite 
102, Big Lake – 763-957-
2406

Check out Big Lake’s 
newest storefront! Pick 
up some bath bombs from 
$4.49 to $5.99. Masks are 
available for adults and chil-
dren for $5!

Flip-A-Zoos are avail-

able for $14.99 as well as 
teethers from $12.99 to 
$18.99 and slime for $6.99!

Deli Plus – 13996 
1st St., Becker –  
763-261-4400

Stop in at your favorite 
convenience store for gift 
cards in denominations of 
$25 to $100. Or, check out 
their fishing pole and shot-
gun-shaped lighters near 
checkout for just $11.99!

Deli Plus has sunglasses 
galore, starting at $11.99 
all the way up to $19.99! 
Yummy 1919 rootbeer in a 
12-pack is a great pickup at 
$17.99 or grab some lottery 
tickets for stocking stuffers 
from $1 to $50!

Jubilee Liquor – 
13400 1st St., Becker – 
763-262-2066

What is Christmas with-
out a little holiday cheer! 
Pick up some can koozies 
from $2.99 to $4.99 to stuff 
those stockings! Or, grab 
some gift certificates for any 
dollar amount or get your 
hands on a fishing pole or 
shotgun lighter for $11.99.

Jubilee Liquors also 
has Rumchata gift packs for 
$21.99 and 1919 rootbeer 
in a 5-liter mini-keg for just 
$21.99.

Lupulin Brewing 
– 570 Humboldt Drive 
Suite 107, Big Lake –  
763-263-9549

Lupulin is offering 
10% off online merchandise 
purchases starting Sunday 
(Dec. 6) through Dec. 11, 
2020. Buyers are asked to 
use code: Merch10.

Lupulin also has 
growler gift packs (two 
glasses, a growler and a 
free growler fill card) for 
$35. Or, pick up a growler 
punch card (12 growler fills) 
for $125. Another option is 
a crowler punch card of 12 
for $75.

Lupulin has hoodies 
and sweatshirts from $45 to 
$50 and men’s and women’s 
Lupulin Henleys for $50!

AWESOME!
Whether it’s an al-

ways-welcome gift certif-
icate or a unique, one of a 
kind gift, local businesses 
have it all. It pays to shop 
locally.

Check back next week 
for some more local mer-
chants!

SHOP LOCAL from page 1

By Katherine Cantin
Staff writer

Since the beginning of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, 
restrictions have made it 
difficult on Options Inc., a 
nonprofit organization in 
Big Lake. The group was 
doing very well financially 
at the beginning of the 
year, but when the shut-
downs began in March the 
group was hit hard. Since 
the workers were not able 
to go out and do their jobs, 
the state stopped sending 
service revenue reimburse-
ment checks that Options 
relied upon to stay in oper-
ation. In 
June, the 
group had 
to fur-
lough half 
of its em-
ployees . 
Revenue 
is down 
62% over 
last year. 

T h e 
workers that Options works 
with have been told they 
can’t return to their jobs 
until the pandemic is over, 
and of course no one knows 
when that will happen. Not 
only did all these workers 
lose their jobs, but they 
lost their social network 
and daily routines as well, 
without understanding why 
they lost it.

Options Inc. has helped 
to train and find employ-
ment for adults with intel-
lectual disabilities since 
1979. They currently work 
with 250 disabled workers 
in Sherburne County. They 
work hard to offer opportu-
nities to adults with mental 
disabilities that they believe 
everyone should enjoy: a 
place to form friendships; 
to feel valued; to engage 
with the community with-
out feeling judgement; and 
to work a job that gives 
them not just a paycheck, 
but purpose. Currently, 

Options is partnered with 
80 local businesses.

Elizabeth Roemer 
raves about Options. Her 
daughter, Tina, has been 
with Options since 2006. 
Elizabeth said that Tina has 
learned a lot from the jobs 
she has worked, and that 
she always looks forward 
to going to work. Options 
doesn’t only give Tina a 
job, but also provides her 
with a network of peers, 
and a sense of purpose and 
independence. 

“If [Tina] didn’t have 
Options,” Elizabeth said, 
“she would just spend her 
days sitting on the couch 
watching TV.”

E l i z -
abeth is 
especially 
g r a t e f u l 
that Op-
tions of-
fers all the 
t r a i n i n g , 
t r a n s p o r -
tation, and 
g u i d a n c e 

that Tina needs to be a suc-
cessful employee. She said 
there is no way she could 
have done all of it herself – 
it would have been difficult 
to find employment for her 
daughter, and even more so 
to provide all the necessary 
training. 

Brenda Geldert, exec-
utive director of Options, 
said they are grateful for the 
CARES funding they have 
been allocated, but it isn’t 
enough to get them by. She 
asks anyone who wishes to 
help to reach out to elected 
representatives to get them 
to support legislation that 
would bring much-needed 
support back to the group.

“The financial im-
pact of COVID-19 weighs 
heavy on us,” Geldert said. 
”However, seeing the joy 
in people as they are able 
to return encourages us that 
hope is not lost, and we are 
dedicated to continuing the 
mission of Options.”

Options struggling 
to stay open during 
COVID-19

SUPPORT YOUR 
AREA MERCHANTS! 

KEEP THE LOCAL 
ECONOMY ROBUST!
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100 Jefferson Blvd., Big Lake
(763) 309-1052

French Twist
Salon & Boutique

Must have coupon.
Expires 5.12.2021

20% OFF
Myra Bags 
& Purses

Christmas 
Trees

Open Fri, Sat & Sun, 9:30-5
The day after Thanksgiving

thru December 20!

NO EXTRA CHARGE 
FOR TALL TREES

MANY NEW & 
TALL TREES 

WREATHS, SWAGS, GARLAND, 
SPRUCE TOPS, TREE STANDS, BAGS!

Fraser • Balsam • Canaan • Korean Fir • Siberian Fir 
• Spruce • Scotch • Norway • White Pine

WWW.PETERSENTREES.COM

6113 CR 6 SE, Clear Lake
3 mi. No. of Hwy. 10

FREE

Shaking & 

Baling

Shop Indoors for Fresh-Cut Trees !

CASH OR CHECKS ONLY.
THANK YOU!

PETERSEN 
TREE FARM

763-568-6942

Cut-your-own & pre-cut trees

FREE Candy Canes!
225
ACRES!

Hwy. 10

I-94

Clear
Lake

3 
mile

s

Cty Rd. 6

Clearwater

Drive into 
all fields!

Check out our Country Corner giftshop for unique Holiday items!

Golden Nursery
& Tree Farm

(320) 393-2155

Cut your own 
Balsam Fir or Colorado Spruce
5-14ft. Only $25.00
All Varieties of Pre-Cut Trees & Wreaths

NOW OPEN!
HOURS: Mon-Thurs noon-7pm

Fri-Sat-Sun 9am-7pm

Golden
Nursery*

Rice

C
o 

R
d

. 
56

10

Celebrating
59 years in
Business

21/2  miles E of Rice on Cty Rd.
12 & 1 mile N on Cty Rd. 56

T R E E S

Keller Lake Commons in Big Lake, now an Assisted Living Community 
offering full apartments ranging from 644 to 956 square feet. Cable is 

included in rents for private pay and GRH renters. Accepting EW and CADI. 
For more information please contact Nicole Gilder, Housing Director at 

763-263-2363 or check us out online at www.kellerlakecommons.com

ESTATE & TOOL AUCTION
SUNDAY, DEC. 13TH, 2020 @ 11:00 AM

3825 Shadowood Dr. NE.Sauk Rapids,MN
Directions: St. Cloud, E. on Hwy 23 Left 0n 40th  (Follow Signs)

THIS IS A PARTIAL LISTING: view more at: 
www.midwestauctions.com/sharer
BP & MN sales tax applies. 
Keith Sharer Auction Service

320-267-1963

TOOLS & OUTDOORS:  Grizzley planer, 10” Table saw, ATV lift, 
Bakers scaffold, Ext. & step ladders, Power tools,  Yard & garden tools, 
Upright air compressor, Plumbing tools, Painting supplies, Engine lift, 
Miter saw & stand, Stacking tool boxes, Wrenches, Aluminum pipe 
wrench, Jack stands, Levels, Rockwell jaw, Pipe clamps, Bench grinder.
ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES: Desk, Dining table, Dressers, Chest 
of drawers, Coffee & end tables, Dolls, Crystal, Glassware, Framed art & 
wildlife prints, Books, Kitchen appliances, Christmas décor’, Electronics.
Now taking consignments for annual Jan 1st antique & collectible auction.        

Auctions

Merry
Christmas
and Happy
New Year!

Order CRYSTALYX® in December &
receive $5 per barrel plus $3 per 200#

CrustalBlox™ booking discount!
• Call or stop in by December 31, 2020
• Book quantity and typ of CRSTALYX® barrels or Crystalblox ™ tubs
• Take product anytime between now and April 30, 2021

NEWSPAPERS ARE 
PREFERRED BY 

AFFLUENT AUDIENCES
Did you know that newspapers are the 
preferred choice for affluent audiences 

to get information?

Participants of a recent study were 
asked which media platforms they 

remembered seeing ads in in the past 
month and how they reacted to them. 

Despite all the attention that digital 
media receives, wealthy participants 
were far more likely to use printed 
newspapers than any other media 
channel. This was followed only by 

online newspapers.
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By Katherine Cantin
Staff writer

Nicole Schmidt of 
Becker is once again look-
ing for donations for her 
organization, Operation 
X-mas Jammies.

Schmidt is the mother 
of Andrew, who was diag-
nosed with Pallister-Killian 
Syndrome (PKS) at the 
age of five. PKS is a very 
rare disease with only 500 
known cases in the world. 
PKS affects the 12th chro-
mosome. According to the 
Operation X-mas Jammies 
website, “It presents with 
four short arms on the 12th 
chromosome instead of the 
typical two.” 

Children who are di-
agnosed with PKS have 
developmental disabilities 
and low muscle tone. Like 
Down Syndrome, children 
with PKS look very similar 
to one another.

Andrew Schmidt suf-
fers from seizures, and has 
hearing and vision difficul-
ties. He’s had many surger-
ies, including hip and spine 
surgeries. 

In honor of Christmas, 
Schmidt created Operation 
X-mas Jammies. The goal 
of the organization is to 
raise awareness of PKS, as 
well as to send pajamas to 
PKS kids around the world. 
Pajamas are great gifts for 
kids with PKS. The kids 
usually aren’t able to play 
with toys, so pajamas are a 
good alternative. 

Gov. Tim Walz de-
clared Dec. 4 PKS Aware-
ness Day in Minnesota this 
year. Those who want to 
support the cause can wear 
black and red, the official 
PKS colors, and they can 
make a donation to Op-
eration X-mas Jammies, 
either by giving money or 
by sponsoring one of 100 
kids around the world liv-
ing with PKS. Normally, 
Schmidt would organize a 
fundraising dinner as well, 
but with COVID-19 restric-
tions, she was unable to do 
so this year.

Schmidt says she 
loves to talk about her two 
daughters, who were vale-
dictorians, and she loves to 
talk about her son too, but 
there’s a perceived awk-

wardness when talking to 
people about a child with 
special needs. She wants 
to raise awareness of PKS 
so there is less of that awk-
wardness. She’s gone into 
the schools and hosted 
events for years in order to 

educate people about PKS 
and how to care for kids 
with disabilities.

To learn more about 
Operation X-mas Jammies, 
visit OperationXmasJam-
mies.com or see the Face-
book page.

OPERATION X-MAS JAMMIES is seeking donations to 
help children with special needs get Christmas presents this 
year. (Submitted Photo).

Operation X-mas Jammies 
seeking donations

Submitted Article

Sherburne County At-
torney Kathleen Heaney 
has been awarded the John-
son Distinguished Service 
Award by the Minnesota 
County Attorneys Associ-
ation.

The association pre-
sented Heaney with the 
award Wednesday at its 
board meeting. Heaney was 
MCAA President in 2015, 
past chair of the Civil Law 
Committee, member of the 
Child Support Task Force 

and is an active member 
of the MCAA Education 
Committee.

MCAA President 
Aaron Jordan presented 
Heaney with the award, 
praising her ongoing sup-
port for her colleagues as a 
resource and mentor.

“She’s a calm voice in 
a crisis and an ear when a 
colleague has a question,” 
Jordan said.

The award is presented 
to a County Attorney who 
has “demonstrated a history 
of significant leadership, 

strived to improve the qual-
ity of justice, and whose 
activity has increased and 
enhanced public awareness 
of the office of County At-
torney at the state and/or 
national level while adher-
ing to the highest ethical 
standards of the legal pro-
fession.”

Heaney has been the 
Sherburne County Attorney 
for 17 years.

Heaney presented with 
Distinguished Service Award

S H E R B U R N E 
COUNTY ATTORNEY 
KATHLEEN HEANEY. 
(Submitted Photo).

By Penny Leuthard, 
Contributing Writer

The holidays can be a 
tough time for everyone, 
and the pandemic has made 
things even harder. For vet-
erans who may be strug-
gling, both Sherburne Co. 
and Wright Co. have ser-
vices to help that veterans 
are often not even aware of.

“There are several 
challenges for our vet-
erans and their fami-
lies,” said Director of 
Wright Co. Veterans 
Services Greg Pickard. 
“Obviously the biggest 
right now is the current 
COVID-19 crisis and 
getting veterans dis-
ability examinations. 
It’s been tough for all 
the agencies involved 
with veterans’ benefits 
because of the in-per-
son restrictions.”

To overcome the 
challenges, the Sher-
burne and Wright Co. 
offices, as well as the 
Veteran’s Service Organi-
zations (American Legion, 
Disabled American Veter-
ans, MN Dept. of Veterans 
Affairs, Paralyzed Veterans 
of America, and Veterans 
of Foreign Wars) and the 
VA have had to signifi-
cantly alter their “normal” 
way of doing business. To 
meet COVID-19 restric-
tions while still providing 
assistance to the veteran 
population, changes have 
been made to nearly ev-
erything, from how they 
communicate to how they 
obtain signatures on forms. 

“Another issue is get-
ting veterans and their 
families to come in and ed-
ucating them on misinfor-
mation that may not have 
been accurate the first time 
or has changed since they 
came in,” said Director of 
Sherburne Co. Veterans 
Services Bruce Price.

The number of veter-
ans applying for services 
has continued to rise. In 
Wright Co., the numbers 
have steadily increased, 
from 3,065 in 2017 to 4,752 
in 2019, and the numbers in 
2020 are expected to meet 
or exceed those. Veterans 
that are applying also con-
tinue to rise in Sherburne 
Co. 

“We average around 50 

new veterans every month,” 
said Price. “That number 
has been consistent since I 
started here in 2012.”

Veterans and their 
families are often not even 
aware of the services avail-
able to them. County Vet-
eran Services are available 
to not only help them un-
derstand the benefits that 
may be available to them, 
but also the requirements to 
apply for a specific benefit.

“We assist veterans and 
their families with under-
standing and applying for 
their benefits through state 
and federal veteran service 
organizations,” said Pick-
ard. “If we’re not the expert 
on the benefit in question 
we ensure they connect 
with the proper agency.”

A good example of 
this is educational bene-
fits. While county veteran 
services aren’t the experts 

when it comes to the G.I. 
bill benefits made avail-
able from the Veterans Ad-
ministration of MN Dept. 
of Veterans Affairs, they 
connect veterans and their 
families with the people in 
higher education who will 
get them to the expert.

A big part of assisting 
veterans and their families 
is also correcting misin-
formation and what people 
‘think’ they know.

“I come across veter-
ans from around the nation 
who were either told they 
weren’t eligible for bene-
fits or didn’t even consider 
themselves to be a veteran 
for one reason or another,” 
said Price. “For example, 
they didn’t retire out of the 
service or see active com-
bat.”

He stressed that veter-
ans’ benefits have contin-
ued to increase and change 
over the years and recom-
mends that vets and their 
families keep checking to 
see what they may be eli-
gible for until the day they 
pass away.

“It takes getting them 
in here and educating them 
on misinformation that may 
not have been accurate the 
first time or has changed 
since they last checked,” he 
said.

Another problem is 

that families or even the 
veterans themselves often 
aren’t sure about every-
thing they were involved 
in. Sitting down and talking 
with someone from veter-
ans’ services often yields 
unexpected results. For 
example, any veteran who 
was in Vietnam is automati-
cally in the VA Health Care 
System.

All veterans and their 
families are encouraged to 

find out what 
benefits are 
available to 
them.

“ B o t t o m 
line, if you’re 
a veteran or a 
family mem-
ber of a vet-
eran and have 
a question 
about what 
benefits may 
be available to 
you because 
of your, your 
spouse’s, your 
parent’s, or 

possibly even your child’s 
service, then contact us,” 
said Pickard. “We’ll answer 
your questions or get you 
in touch with the person or 
agency that can.”

To contact Sherburne 
Co. Veterans Services, call 
763-765-3100 or email 
veterans@co.sherburne.
mn.us. More informa-
tion can be found on their 
website at https://www.
co.sherburne.mn.us/228/
Veterans-Services. To 
contact Wright Co. Vet-
erans Services, call 763-
682-7325 or email vso@
co.wright.mn.us. More 
information can be found 
on their website at https://
www.co.wright.mn.us/218/
Veteran-Services. 

Veterans encouraged to 
check available benefits



By Katie Cantin, 
Staff Writer

Connie Robinson de-
livered the presentation for 
the Truth in Taxation part 
of last Tuesday’s Becker 
City Council meeting. 

The board passed a res-
olution to set the tax levy 
for the year of 2021. After 
the money raised by other 
revenue resources 
(the golf course, the 
Becker Community 
Center, etc.) the 
levy will consist of 
$4,995,188 for op-
erations, $2,224,345 
for the capital im-
provement plan, 
$910,963 for debt service, 
and $3,731,798 for water 
and wastewater.

The property values 
in Becker have increased, 
with residential property 
up six percent, and com-
mercial property up four 
percent. Property taxes are 
determined by the Sher-
burne County Assessor. 
Residents with questions 
about property value and 
how it is calculated can 
contact the Sherburne 
County Assessor’s office 
at Assessor@co.Sherburne.
mn.us or at 763-765-4900.

Those who have ques-
tions about the city’s bud-
get can contact Connie 
Robinson at CRobinson@
ci.Becker.mn.us. 

Tractor Purchases 
for Public Works
Becker’s public ser-

vices division will be pur-
chasing a 2020 John Deere 
X758 tractor and blower for 
the use of snow removal on 
city sidewalks. The cost 
will be $22,725. 

The tractor will save 
the city money since equip-
ment not well-equipped 
for sidewalks will no lon-
ger be put under strain for 
that task, and there will be 
no more need to repair turf 
that was damaged by said 
equipment in the spring.

Another tractor, a John 
Deere 6120M Cab Tractor 
with a Agrimaxx 12’ snow 

pusher, will be purchased 
for removing snow in park-
ing lots and cul-de-sacs. 
This will replace a smaller 
tractor that was used for the 
same purpose. The smaller 
tractor will be sent to the 
golf course for their use. 
and Pebble Creek will also 
be purchasing a F550 dump 
truck from the city. 

Though this item was 
not budgeted, staff felt that 
the sale of the dump truck 
and the savings that will re-
sult from the purchase will 
compensate. 

Though the parks divi-
sion is seeking approval for 
the purchase now, the ac-
tual purchase will not take 
place until 2021

City Declares 
Local Emergency
Council has declared a 

local emergency due to the 
COVID-19 situation, push-
ing staff to review events, 
legal proceedings, and other 
regular city business to find 
ways to do them safely or 

remotely, or to discontinue 
them altogether. City coun-
cil meetings will also be 
held virtually until at least 
mid-January.

This declaration will 
mainly affect city staff. 
Police Chief Brent Baloun, 
who presented the declara-
tion to the board, said the 
regular citizens will likely 
not see much of the change. 

The city has declared 
a local emergency 
before, when the 
COVID-19 pandemic 
first began causing 
shut-downs state wide.

Industrial Park 
Expansion
The city is apply-

ing for a grant of up 
to $500,000 which is being 
offered by the state of Min-
nesota to cities that are ex-
periencing a power plant 
decommissioning. This 
funding will be used for ex-
panding the industrial park.

Council also made a 
motion accepting funding 
from the bonding bill, from 
the Minnesota Legisla-
ture’s fifth special session. 
A total of $20.5 million was 
awarded to Becker to use in 
expanding the industrial 
park.

Public Hearing 
Scheduled
There will be a public 

hearing during the next city 
council meeting, Dec. 15, at 
5 p.m, to hear input about 
fee schedule changes. The 
meeting will be held virtu-
ally, so those who wish to 
weigh in at the hearing will 
be required to attend virtu-
ally.
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Mens & 
Ladies 
Boots

Offer Ends Dec. 13, 2020

MANY
IN-STORE
SPECIALS!

$50 - $200 off

Dr. Brent
Scheideman

763-262-2639

scheidemanchiropractic.com

Unbelievable
Massage Prices!

1/2 HOUR = $30
Gift Certificates at this price 
Mon. Dec. 14 thru Wed., Dec. 23

Accepting All Insurances TREATING AUTO ACCIDENTS & WORKERS COMP

Located in Anytime
Fitness complex, Becker

Dr. Heidi
Sawdey

4 Massage Therapists: 
Grace, Jill, Melissa & Kristen

NEWSPAPER 
ADVERTISING 

DRIVES ACTION
A study by NAA found that 81% of adults acted 
upon a coupon or call to visit a brand’s local 
store after seeing a newspaper ad in the past 
month. Over half of these consumers made a 

purchase because of the call to action. The study 
also found that newspapers ranked the highest 

of all other mediums as the source people use to 
plan for shopping.

Out of all the options, direct mail inserts scored 
the highest with 81% of adults saying they acted 

in the past 30 days after seeing an ad. Seven 
out of 10 respondents also said they regularly 
perused newspapers and magazines to seek 
out inserts. Even consumers who considered 

themselves “non-readers” used newspapers to 
find and cut out coupons, compare prices, and 

seek out sales in their local stores.
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3315 Roosevelt Rd. 
St. Cloud, MN 56301

1901 Connecticut Ave S. 
Sartell, MN 56377

320-259-4100       
StCloudOrthopedics.com

For urgent orthopedic injury care, get same-day 
specialty bone, joint, and muscle care at St. Cloud 
Orthopedics. Call 320-257-STAT for the next available 
appointment, or walk in during OrthoDirect hours.

Sartell: Weekdays, 8 – 8 | Saturdays, 8 - Noon
South St. Cloud: Weekdays, 8 - 5

Open Saturdays in Sartell!

Joint Sprains   ·   Muscle Strains
Suspected Broken Bones   ·   Athletic Injuries

Thinking of retiring? Need extra cash? 
If you’ve had a significant work injury 
during your work history, it may bring 
you extra cash now!

FREE CONSULTATION! NO RECOVERY, NO FEE!

Becker sets 2021 tax levy

NEWSPAPER 
INDUSTRY IS 

QUICKLY
EVOLVING

According to data from the 
Newspaper Association of America 
(NAA), trends reflect that the print 
industry is evolving its business 
model in significant ways. Some 
of these ways include connecting 
with developments in technology, 

tapping into consumer 
behavior, understanding 

advertiser interest, and more 
in order to grow audiences and 

diversify its revenue stream.
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MAKE IT A STRESS-FREE 
CHRISTMAS WITH A 

CHRISTMAS CLUB ACCOUNT

Annandale 320-274-8216
Clearwater 320-558-2271

www.lakecentralbank.com

CONTACT US FOR DETAILS

Your Otter Fish Headquarters
Market leader in the ice fishing industry, Otter has a collective passion for the outdoors, 

and an uncompromising commitment to quality, durability and ingenuity.

Fish’n ‘N Hunt’n Store
320-274-5297

900 Elm St., Hwy. 55 E. Annandale, MN
Store Hours: M-SA, 6am-7pm; SU, 6am-6pm

www.littlejimssports.com
Stop in at Little Jim’s for: Ice rod & reels, combos, ice augers, fish locators, tackle for 

summer & winter, Striker ice suits, hunting & fishing licenses, guns & ammo!
Family owned and 

operated business since 1978



Patriot, Saturday, December 5, 2020 • Page 5

Editorial/Opinion
See more

Editorial / Opinions
on page 9

ATTENTION! 
Letters to the editor and editorials are an important part of the PATRIOT 

Newspaper. Our readers share a wide range of perspectives on current issues.

Letters that are well-written, have a clear opinion and responsive to current 
events are more likely to be chosen for publication. The PATRIOT also seeks 

to publish letters from a range of readers of diverse backgrounds. 

The PATRIOT does not discriminate due to age, sexual orientation, race or 
political affiliation. The columns from political parties are unsolicited and do 

not necessarily reflect the PATRIOT’S views.

Columns are typically written by PATRIOT staffers and/or seated politicians 
who have stakes in the communities of the PATRIOT readership.

• Letters to the Editors: The PATRIOT  welcomes letters to the editor. Addresses and telephone 
numbers should be included for verification purposes.  All letters must contain the original signa-
ture of the writer. E-mailed letters can be accepted. The deadline for all letters is noon Wednesday. 
Limit letters to 200 words or less. Letters will be printed at the discretion of the editor and are 
subject to editing for grammar, libel and brevity. 2 letters per writer per subject each year.

• Obituaries: Obituaries are $50 prepaid. The Editor reserves the right to edit lengthy obituaries.

The Patriot, under the continuation of the Citizen-Tribune, is the official legal newspaper for Becker School 
District #726, Big Lake School District # 727, Palmer, Clear Lake, Clearwater, Orrock, Palmer & Santiago 

Townships, City of Becker.

• Submitted Material: There will be a $30 charge for all thank you, engagement, wedding and 
birth  announcement pictures.  The PATRIOT is not responsible for correctness of ads received 
by telephone.

• Deadlines: Wednesday 12 pm Legals & Notices,  Wednesday 10 am Display & Classified Ads.
• Subscription Rates: $75 annually, $37.50 for six months, $18.75 for three months or $1.57 a week.

Patriot Office
763-275-0275  • 14054 Bank Street, Box 458, Becker, MN 55308

Website: www.patriotnewsmn.com  •  Email: production@patriotnewsmn.com
Business Hours: Mon. - Thurs. 8:00 am to 5:00 pm • Friday OFF
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Prioritizing Local Roads And Bridges
Happy Thanksgiving 

from our home to yours! 
Thank you all for allowing 
me the privilege of serv-
ing as your voice in the 
Minnesota Senate. I am so 
thankful for the opportunity 
to represent our wonderful 
district and all the people 
who make it special. I know 
our normal celebrations 
have been upended by the 
coronavirus, but I hope you 
are able to make it as nor-
mal as possible considering 
the circumstances. How-
ever you plan to celebrate, 
please stay safe!

Roads and bridges 
have long been one of my 
top priorities, and since 
Republicans have had the 
majority we have delivered 
impressive results. With the 
largest investment in roads 
and bridges since 2008, 
Senate Republicans paid 
for the repair and replace-
ment of thousands of lane 
miles and bridges across 
Minnesota. Over the last 
four years, our comprehen-
sive transportation budget 
infused our transportation 
system with $600 million in 
new, ongoing funding, and 
an additional $300 million 
in one-time transportation 
funding from bonding. 

This includes signif-
icant funding for local 
roads and bridges as well. 
In this year’s bonding bill 
alone, we approved $5 
million for township road 
improvement grants, as 
well as $3 million for safe 
routes to school infrastruc-
ture improvements, and $84 

million for state road con-
struction. We also added 
additional road and bridge 
funding for small commu-
nities, especially in Greater 
Minnesota – namely, $30 
million for local bridge 
replacement and rehabili-
tation and $70 million for 
local road improvements.

The bonding bill also 
contained funding to ex-
pand I-94 through Monti-
cello. Everyone who has 
had to travel any part of 
94 to and from the cities 
knows how frustrating the 
congestion is. We’ve made 
a lot of progress in recent 
years, having already ex-
panded 94 through Rogers 
and Albertville. This next 
stretch will provide even 
more stress relief for com-
muters and travelers.

But the biggest proj-
ect in our area is Highway 
169 through Elk River, 
which will be converted to 
a free-flowing freeway with 
construction set to begin in 
2022. A few years ago we 
were able to secure fund-
ing for the new highway 

via Minnesota’s innovative 
Corridors of Commerce 
Program, and I’m pleased 
to report the project is right 
on schedule. The plan calls 
for the redesign and recon-
struction of Highway 169 to 
convert it to a new freeway 
system through Elk River 
between Highway 101/
Highway 10 and 197th Av-
enue just past Menards on 
the northern end of the city. 

Highway 169 is a crit-
ical corridor, driven by 
thousands upon thousands 
of Minnesotans for work or 
as they head to their cabins 
to go fishing or hunting. 
But trying to get through 
Elk River, especially 
during rush hour, is enough 
to drive most drivers mad 
-- almost everyone who 
travels that stretch of road 
has had some version of the 
following conversation at 
one time or another: “Let’s 
head out early so we can get 
through Elk River before it 
gets bad,” or “Let’s take 
back roads so we can avoid 
169.”

Once this redesign is 
completed those conversa-
tions will be a relic of the 
past.

Strong, reliable roads 
and bridges are one of the 
core expectations of gov-
ernment. I am proud of 
what we have been able to 
accomplish over the last 
few years, and I will con-
tinue to make these infra-
structure improvements a 
priority so you can have 
safe, stress-free commutes.

By Mary Kiffmeyer 
State Senator 

Nature Smart
‘Tis the season of the 

reindeer. After all, it’s hard 
to not notice them at this 
time of year. They make ap-
pearances in holiday mov-
ies, or on holiday greeting 
cards, and sometimes they 
are seen in Christmas tree 
lots as the featured animal. 
They appear on stage in 
plays or re-enactments and 
the list goes on and on. Not 
to mention, for an eternity, 
reindeer have powered San-
ta’s sleigh. You might even 
say, without reindeer we 
might not have Christmas.

But what do you really 
know about reindeer? For 
example, did you know that 
reindeer and caribou are 
the same animal? Scien-
tifically speaking, they are 
both Rangifer Tarandus. 
This is a classic example of 
one animal having different 
common names in different 
parts of the world. They are 
called reindeer in northern 
Europe and Asia and they 
are called caribou in North 
America and Greenland. 
But they are still the same 
animal. Not to confuse 
things more, but North 
American moose 
(Alces alces) are 
called elk in most 
of Europe. See 
what I mean? The 
use of common 
names can be 
very confusing.

For gener-
ations, reindeer 
have been tended by 
humans in northern 
Europe and Eurasia. It 
is estimated that they were 
domesticated about 2,000 
to 5,000 years ago. The 
domesticated reindeer can 
look and act very different 
from their wild brethren. 
Domestic reindeer have 
short legs, and they don’t 
migrate hundreds of miles 
and their antlers are much 
smaller. Caribou have long 
legs, migrate across moun-
tain ranges for hundreds of 
miles and the males have 
enormous antlers. So, in 
short, the difference be-
tween reindeer and caribou 
is reindeer are domesticated 
and caribou are wild.  

Caribou are a member 
of the deer family. They 
are considered circumpo-
lar, which means they are 
found in the northern boreal 
and arctic regions around 
the entire world. They 
have adapted well to cold 
wintery conditions and to 
survive the harshest condi-
tions. They have large and 
wide hooves that are good 
for walking in snow. They 
also use their hooves to dig 
through ice packed snow to 
f i n d p l a n t s 

a n d 
lichen on the tundra below 
the snow.

Their fur is very thick, 
and their long hollow hairs 
help trap air close to the 
body to keep them warm. 
In addition, their fur acts 
like a life jacket to keep 
them afloat when swim-
ming. Both male and fe-
male caribou have antlers. 
The male’s antlers can be 
huge and are considered 
the largest of any deer spe-
cies in proportion to their 
body size. Another amaz-
ing fact about caribou, they 

can see Ultraviolet (UV) 
light, which is invisible to 
humans. It has been well 
documented that birds and 
insects can see UV light, 
but mammals are a very 
different thing. It turns out 
that caribou are one of the 
few mammals on the earth 
that can perceive UV light. 
Currently, only a couple 
species of rodents and a few 
species of bat are known to 
see UV light.

It is unknown why 
caribou can see Ultravio-
let light. But some prelim-
inary experiments show 
that Lichen, a low growing 
plant-like organism, and the 
main food source for cari-
bou during winter, absorbs 
UV light making them 
look dark against the bright 
snow. Perhaps this makes it 
easier to find food. But can 
it be so simple? Wouldn’t 
anything that is not snow 
stand out on the tundra? 
Do they need help finding 
food?

Some have suggested 
that since mammal urine, 
such as wolves, reflects 

UV light, the caribou 
could use this info to 
help them avoid pred-
ators. This would 
give the caribou 
some warning of 
predators in the area, 
but this is just spec-
ulation. There can 
always predators in 

the area!
There are still 

many mysteries sur-
rounding this animal no 
matter if you call them car-
ibou or reindeer, especially 
when it comes to rein-
deer flying and powering 
Santa’s sleigh around the 
world. Happy Holidays to 
you and yours.

Stan Tekiela is an au-
thor / naturalist and wildlife 
photographer who travels 
the U.S. to study and cap-
ture images of wildlife. He 
can be followed on www.
facebook.com and twitter.
com. He can be contacted 
via his web page at www.
naturesmart.com.

By Stan Tekiela, 
Naturalist

A while ago, we 
ran an article about con-
servation officer Trent 
Seamans. Seamans is a 
veteran who decided to 
settle down in the com-
munity after his military 
career and serve as a con-
servation officer. 

After reading this, 
one of our readers, Ste-
fan Bloom, reached out 
to me to tell me about 
his brother-in-law, Cass 
Rademacher, who has a 
similar story. 

“Cass is a great 
brother in law and a very 
loving godfather to my 
daughter,” Bloom said. 
“He’s a positive role model 
in our society. He is also 
extremely calm and col-
lected under pressure. 
Lastly, he’s an extremely 
humble veteran and deputy 
who would never seek out 
recognition, yet deserves it 
nonetheless.”

Rademacher, from 
Zimmerman, served in the 
army for three years. He 
was stationed in Louisiana 
for most of that time, but 
was deployed into com-
bat in Afghanistan once in 
2016. 

After leaving the mili-

tary, Rademacher attended 
Mankato State University 
where he earned his Bache-
lor’s degree in law enforce-
ment. Shortly afterwards, 
he was offered a position at 
the Sherburne County Sher-
iff’s office. 

Rademacher has been 
working as a deputy for 
about a year now. He said 
he never imagined that 
he would end up back in 
the same county where he 
grew up, not after all the 
traveling he did while in 
the Army. Nevertheless, he 
loves serving the commu-
nity. He told me that, when 
he was given the opportu-
nity, he thought there was 
no better place to be than 

the community where he 
was raised. He loves being 
able to help the people of 
Big Lake when they need 
it the most.

“When people call, 
it’s not because it’s their 
birthday and they’re ex-
cited,” Rademacher said. 
“People are having their 
worst moments, and I 
want to do whatever I can 
to make their situation 
better.”

I think it’s amazing 
that some people, like 
Rademacher, do anything 

they can to serve others. 
Not only did he risk his life 
for his country while in the 
military, but he continues to 
do so every day for the peo-
ple in our community. 

As we approach the 
Christmas season, I want 
to thank Cass Rademacher, 
along with all of our vet-
erans, police officers, and 
first responders for keeping 
us safe. Christmas is about 
celebrating the life of one 
man who gave his life to 
protect all the people he 
loves, and I’m so grateful 
that spirit lives on in those 
who serve the community. 
God bless all of you, and 
Merry Christmas!

By Katherine Cantin, 
Staff Writer

A Profile Of Cass Rademacher

117th Congress With Lots To Accomplish 
I hope you had a safe 

and happy Thanksgiving. 
As the holiday season con-
tinues, I hope you and your 
family remain healthy and 
optimistic for the future. 
It can be tough to find the 
silver lining of life during 
these challenging times, 
but amid the crisis, there is 
still a lot to be thankful for. 

This week, Congress is 
back in session and there’s 
a lot to accomplish. Read 
on to learn more about the 
work we’re doing.

New Colleague
As we look ahead and 

prepare for the start of a 
new Congress in January, 
I look forward to serving 
alongside a longtime friend 
and now colleague, Con-
gresswoman-elect Michelle 
Fischbach.

She joins a diverse and 
incredibly qualified class 
of freshman members of 
Congress. The House Re-
publican Conference. is 
welcoming more women, 
veterans, and diverse Amer-
icans in background and ex-
perience than ever before. 
I look forward to serving 
alongside all of them in the 
117th Congress!

Sexual Assault
When I first heard 

Abby Honold’s story, I was 
inspired by her strength and 
bravery. Abby Honold was 
a student at the University 
of Minnesota when she re-
ported her rape to the police 
and investigators. 

Following her assault, 
Abby was treated by a 
nurse who was trained in 
the Forensic Experiential 
Trauma Interview (FETI) 
method. The technique 
was what allowed Abby to 
remember and prevented 

re-traumatization. Ulti-
mately, it ensured law en-
forcement could get the 
accurate information they 
needed to properly investi-
gate and eventually, secure 
a prosecution while caring 
for Abby in the process.

Bearing her name, and 
inspired by her bravery, 
Sen. Amy Klobuchar and 
I worked together to in-
troduce the Abby Honold 
Act in both chambers of 
Congress during the 115th 
Congress. The legislation 
was reintroduced during 
the 116th Congress and 
included as an amendment 
to the Violence Against 
Women Act. 

The bill will create a 
grant program to train law 
enforcement agencies who 
are willing to participate 
in evidence-based, trau-
ma-informed interview 
techniques. This will result 
in the prevention of re-trau-
matization of victims, im-
proved communication 
between victims and law 
enforcement, and that accu-
rate and complete informa-
tion is retrieved.

Last week, I wrote to 
Attorney General William 
Barr and the Dept. of Jus-

tice urging them to imple-
ment this demonstration 
program and issue grants 
in order to promote trau-
ma-informed training for 
law enforcement. 

The Abby Honold Act 
is bipartisan legislation that 
the Dept. of Justice can 
take steps to implement 
right now and provide re-
sources nationwide to ex-
pand training to care for 
victims of sexual assault.

Civil Air Patrol
The Civil Air Patrol 

has served an important 
purpose in our nation. Our 
U.S. Air Force knows that 
our civilian aviation re-
sources are “always vig-
ilant” and will step up 
whenever they are needed. 
The support they lend our 
military and our nation 
displays the deeply rooted 
American values that we 
cherish and enjoy. Their 
service to others, their com-
mitment to education and 
their response to those in a 
state of emergency are what 
make America a commu-
nity, and not just a nation.

This year, the Civil Air 
Patrol celebrates 78 years 
of volunteer service to our 
nation. I am a proud to be 
a Congressional Member 
in support of this organiza-
tion, and I will continue to 
support their mission and 
vital volunteer work! 

Minnesota Cattlemen
This week, I’ll be ap-

pearing at the Minnesota 
State Cattlemen’s Asso-
ciation and the Minnesota 
Beef Council’s 2020 Cattle 
Industry Convention! 

In the early days of the 
COVID-19 crisis, many 
Americans worried about 
whether they would be 

By Congressman 
Tom Emmer

EMMER to page 9
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Becker American 
Legion Auxiliary

Meetings are held the 
second Tues. of every month 
at the old fire hall in Becker, 
7 pm. Paula Hinds 763-262-
6679. 

Becker 
American Legion
Becker Legion meets the 

second Tues. of every month 
at 7 pm at Becker Legion (old 
fire hall).

Becker AA Meeting
Area 35 Alcoholics 

Anonymous District 5 meets 
Thurs. at 8 pm at Church of 
Mary of the Visitation, 12100 
Sherburne Ave., Becker. 
Steve 612-889-1000.

Becker Boy Scout 
Pack 92 Cardboard, Paper 

& Aluminum
Bring your aluminum 

cans to the trailer located near 
Becker True Value & paper 
& cardboard recyclables to 
the dumpsters near the same 
location the first Sat. of every 
month. There will be a Scout 
there to help unload between 
9 am-12 pm. 

Becker Evangelical 
Ministries

Every Wed., 6-7:30 pm 
at Becker Middle School. 
GYM 45 - growing young 
men. HIS KIDZ - K-3rd 
grade. G.I.R.L.S. GROUP - 
4th & 5th grade girls. 

Becker Free Church 
(763) 261-4125 or register 
online at WWW.BECKER-
FREECHURCH.ORG (under 
Youth Connection click 
“Event Registration”).

Becker Food Shelf 
Open Tues., 9-11 am & 

Thurs. 4-6 pm. The food shelf 
is  located 12060 Sherburne 
Ave. in City Hall. 763-261-
4612.

Becker Lions Club
Meetings are held the sec-

ond Mon. each month at 7 pm 
at Pebble Creek Bar & Grill. 
Dale Seavert 320-290-5342.

Becker Lions Collecting 
Items To Recycle 

Items are: eye glasses, 
hearing aids, cell phones & 
printer ink cartridges. Collec-
tion boxes are located at the 
Becker Community Center 
(entryway) & Insight Eye care.

Becker Sons of the
American Legion

Squadron 193
Meets the third Tues. of 

each month at 7 pm at Becker 
Legion (old fire hall). Looking 
for new members. Commander 
John Fischbach 320-249-0579.

Becker Beyond the 
Yellow Ribbon Meeting

The monthly meetings are 
held 6 pm the third Thurs. of 
the month at Becker City Hall. 
320-980-2752 or see the state 
website at www.beyondtheye-
llow ribbon.org. 

Big Lake OPEN 
AA Meetings

Mon., 7pm at the Church 
of Mary of the Visitation Cath-
olic Church, Big Lake. Big 
Book Study, Handicap Ac-
cessible. Questions? Contact: 
Rob, 763-218-5328.

Big Lake Al-Anon
Meetings held Mon., 7pm 

at the Church of Mary of the 

Visitation Catholic Church, 
440 Lake Street N, Big Lake. 
(church basement). Contact 
Laurie, 763-218-5330.

Big Lake Ambassador 
Scholarship Program 
You will find that our can-

didate season is an exciting 
time with our newly reincar-
nated SPUDSCHOOL, held 
on the fourth Monday of each 
month from 5:30-7:30.    

If you are interested in 
being a part of our program, 
or have a daughter at Inde-
pendence, the MS, or the HS, 
please email biglakeambassa-
dors@gmail.com or contact 
Director Katrine Nau-Jackson 
at 763-843-8338.

The Big Lake American 
Legion Auxiliary 

Meets the first Tues. of 
each month at 6:30 pm. in the 
Senior Citizen Center at Big 
Lake City Hall. Please contact 
Kathy at 763-263-6093 for 
membership information.

Big Lake Beyond the 
Yellow Ribbon

The Big Lake Beyond 
the Yellow Ribbon meets at 
6:30pm on the third Mon., of 
each month in the Community 
Room adjacent to the Big Lake 
Police Dept. & the Big Lake 
Library.

Big Lake Community 
Food Shelf

The Big Lake Community 
Food Shelf hours of service 
are Mon. & Thurs. 5:30-7:30 
pm & Wed. 9-11 am. We also 
serve clients every “Freebie 
Friday” from 10:30-11:30 am., 
providing produce, dairy, & 
bakery goods. To volunteer 
call 763-263-2432 or www.
blcfs.org.

The Big Lake Lions 
Looking for community 

minded people to join our 
organization. If interested in 
getting involved with our or-
ganization, please contact any 
Lion member or send a note to 
P.O. Box 128, Big Lake, MN 
55309 or 763-263-2218.

Big Lake Lioness
If you are interested in 

joining an organization ded-
icated to service within their 
community, come visit us the 
second Mon. of every month at 
the Lions Park on CR 5 in Big 
Lake. Social starts at 6:30 pm 
& the meeting begins at 7pm. 
All are welcome to attend.

Big Lake Lioness
MITTEN Tree

Beginning Dec. 1, the Li-
oness in conjunction with Riv-
erwood Bank in Big Lake will 
once again host the MITTEN 
TREE. Mittens, hats, scarf’s 
will be collected throughout 
the month of Dec. at River-
wood Bank from those wishing 
to donate either hand-made or 
purchased items. 

In Jan., the items will 
be collected & dispersed to 
local elementary schools in 
Big Lake & Becker by Lion-
ess members. If you have any 
questions or concerns, please 
contact Riverwood Bank in 
Big Lake.

The Big Lake 
Woman of Today

Hold a monthly general 
meeting at Senior Activity 
Center located in the Big Lake 
City Office Building on the 3rd 
Thurs. of the month @ 7pm. 

Contact Natalie @ 612-518-
3504 or find us at FaceBook or 
www.biglakewomenof today.
webs.com.

Clear Lake Legion 
Meets the second Tues. 

of the month at Palmer Twp. 
Hall. The Legion will meet at 
7 pm. New members are al-
ways welcome. Bud Stimmler 
at 320-761-5793.

Clearwater AA/Alanon
Meeting is at 7 pm, Sun. 

night at Clearwater United 
Methodist Church, 405 Main 
St. Clearwater. 320-310-1399 
AA or 320-558-6613 for Al-
Anon.

Clearwater AA Meeting
Mon. nights, 7 pm at 

Church of St. Luke, 17545 
Huber Ave. NW, Clearwater. 
320-558-2124.

Clearwater Legion
Clearwater Legion meet-

ings are held the second Thurs. 
of the month. Auxiliary 6:30 
pm, S.A.L. at 7 pm, Legion 
7:30 pm. Senior Lunch first 
Thurs. of the month at noon 
at Clearwater Legion, Clear-
water.

Clearwater-Clear Lake 
Food Shelf

Open Mon. 5:30-7 pm, 
Tues. 9-11 am & 6-8 pm, Wed. 
3-5 pm & in the brown Lions 
Community Building beneath 
the water tower in Clearwater.  
We service residents of Clear-
water & Clear Lake.

Clearwater
Narcotics Anonymous 

 Meetings are at 7 pm, 
Wed. night at Clearwater 
United Methodist Church, 405 
Main St. Clearwater. 612-607-
4484.

Dementia Support Group
The fourth Wed. of each 

month at 10-11 am, Room 19 
at Becker Community Center, 
11500 Sherburne Ave. No 
cost to join. Tami Kolbinger at 
612-590-2449 or email tjkol-
binger@ gmail.com.

FREE - Advocates for
 Independence

 First & third Wed. of the 
month 2-4 pm at Independent 
Lifestyles, 215 North Benton 
Drive, Sauk Rapids. Make a 
difference in your community 
for people w/disabilities. Mi-
chele Pelka 320-281-2042.  All 
abilities are welcome to attend.

Free Grace Recovery
Sun. 6-8 pm at Clear Lake 

Town Hall, 7684 1st Ave. W. 
Clear Lake. A light meal will 
be served at 6 pm. Everyone 
is welcome. Justin or Renee at 
612-384-9069.

FREE - The Saint Cloud 
Area Parkinson’s Disease 

(PD) Support Group in-
vites you to “Coffee & Con-
versation” the last Wed. 
monthly at 10 am at Edge-
wood Living 677 Brianna 
Drive, Sartell. Meetings are 
open to those diagnosed w/
PD, their families, caregivers, 
& the general public. Group 
provides support, educa-
tion, & awareness about the  
disease. Bobbi 320-281-3343.  

God’s Grub Community 
Meal

Second Sun. of every 
month, 4:30-6:30 pm. Saron 
Lutheran, Big Lake, 311 Lake 

Street South. Served curbside, 
ready to go.

Living with Parkinson’s 
Under The Age of 60
We meet the third Tuesday  

of each month from 6:30-8pm 
at Saron Lutheran Church, 311 
Lake Street So., Big Lake, MN 
55309.  

Any questions, please call 
Camille Johnson at 763-350-
7401.

Mental Health 
Discussion Group

Meets Mon., 6-7 pm at 
Independent Lifestyles, 215 
N. Benton Dr., Sauk Rapids. 
This is a free group, everyone 
is welcome. Ricky 320-281-
2025.

Parkinson’s Disease
Support Group

Meets third Mon. of the 
month, from 1-2:30 pm at IL-
ICIL Independent Lifestyles, 
215 N. Benton Dr., Sauk 
Rapids. This free group pro-
vides support, education, & 
awareness about the disease. 
Independent Lifestyles at 320-
529-9000.

Rivers of Hope
Advocates for ending 

family violence, is a non-profit 
community based agency 
offering advocacy, support, 
education & referral services 
for victims of family violence. 
Working in partnerships w/
schools, law enforcement, 
social service agencies & the 
court system in Sherburne & 
Wright Co. 763-295-3433 or 
1-800-439-2642 or info@riv-
ersofhope. org. Free & confi-
dential. Phones answered 24/7.

Snake River Free Mission 
Church Upcoming Events

Hymn sing Sun., Dec. 13. 
Hymn sings are held every 
other month on the second 
Sun. at 4:30 pm. Check Snake 
River Church FaceBook page 
for updates.

5 mi. N of Hwy 10 on CR 
11, 1.5 mi. E n CR4 & then 
L on 180th Ave (8940 180th 
Ave), Becker. Mary 612-219-
8648. 

Volunteer as a Foster 
Grandparent 

Local schools & organi-
zations need caring adults like 
you! Orientation, training & 
ongoing support are provided. 
Pat Braun 612-390-0617.

Wright County 
Community Action

You have been affected & 
are having or are anticipating 
having difficulity paying your  
mortgage, WCCA is here to 
help you navigate your op-
tions & keep your home. To 
speak with a homeownership 
advisor, call Wright County 
Community Action at 320-
963-6500 ext. 238 today. 
Services are unbiased, confi-
dential & free of charge. 

Young @ Heart
Group meeting at Rejoice 

Lutheran Church in Clearwa-
ter, will be canceled until 
further notice. We will wait 
until the state allows churches 
& other gatherings to begin 
& then look at our group & 
make a decision. 

Announcements

ANNOUNCE 
YOUR FREE 

EVENT!
DEADLINE 

IS NOON ON 
WEDNESDAY

763-275-0275

BUSINESS  & PROFESSIONAL 

SERVICES DIRECTORY

Attorneys

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

763-262-2889

www.jeddelohsnyder.com

• Family Law
• Real Estate
• Business Planning
• Business Litigation
• Wills & Trusts
• Estate Planning
• Guardianships

101 Jefferson Blvd.
Big Lake

Cleaning

763-568-5558

DEBBIE’S CLEANING 
SERVICE, LLC

Buzz
Me

Homes • Offices • New Construction

“busy as a bee”

Game Time

This Weeks Calendar Events:

Sun. - Dec. 6, 2020
** Saint Nicholas Day
Mon. - Dec. 7, 2020
** Pearl Harbor Day: Anniversry, 1941
** National Cotton Candy Day
** National Older Driver Awareness Week  
     (12/7-12/11)
Tues. - Dec. 8, 2020
** United States Enters World War II
Wed. - Dec. 9, 2020
** United Nations: International Anti- 
     Corruption Day
Thurs. - Dec. 10, 2020
** Chanukah (12/10-12/18)
** Human Rights Week (12/10-12/17)
Fri. - Dec. 11, 2020
** United Nations: UNICEF Established: 1946
** United Nations: International Mountain  
     Day
Sat. - Dec. 12, 2020
** Poinsettia Day

   Becker Area Senior Center (BASC) 
Upcoming Events

The Becker Area Senior Center will soon be relocating to 
the Becker Community Center. We will be opening under 
COVID-19 regulations. Watch this Patriot column or 
www.beckercommunitycenter.com for more information 
and EXACT OPENING DATE.
BASC 763-528-0643    
Email: basc.becker@gmail.com

CATHOLIC CHARITIES / MEALS ON WHEELS
DECEMBER 7-11

During this 
COVID-19 pandemic

Mon-Fri meals are: 
“What’s on the Menu - Frozen Meals”
Frozen meals are available for weekends.
1% milk is served with every meal. 
Menu subject to change.
Call 763-856-4082 for more 
information.
Suggested contribution for person 60+ &  volunteers is $4.25 
- $8.

Becker / Big Lake Meals on Wheels

December - Sherburne County 
Health & Human Services - 

Classes are as follows:
WIC (Women, Infants & Children) is for women who are pregnant, 
breastfeeding, recently had a baby, infants and children to their 5th 
birthday.  WIC provides nutrition education, breastfeeding support, 
healthy foods and referrals to health services/community resources. 
The service is free, and you or your children may be eligible.  For 
more information, please call 763-765-4116 or 1-800-433-5239, or 
check out the website http://www.co.sherburne.mn.us/hhs/wic.php. 
The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits dis-
crimination in the administration of its programs. WIC is an equal 
opportunity provider.
Immunization Tuesdays
Sherburne County’s Immunization Clinic offers free or low cost im-
munizations for children 18 years of age or younger and uninsured 
or underinsured adults 19 years and older in Minnesota who meet 
eligibility guidelines on Tuesdays from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.  Call for an 
appointment or more information, 763-765-4000 or 1-800-433-5239.

 

RSVP / The Volunteer Bridge
Driver at Tri-CAP
Many community members have no transportation to appointments, 
primarily due to age or disability.  Volunteer to use your personal 
vehicle to transport Tri-CAP clients to these important destinations.  
Drivers are notified in advance and are reimbursed for all miles 
driven.  Days and times needed vary and are flexible for any sched-
ule! Background, driver record and medical screenings required.
Visitor with Great River Faith in Action
Loneliness can strike for anyone and is especially difficult among 
older adults and those with physical limitations.  Make a difference 
in an adult’s life by being a friendly visitor!  Participate in activities 
and games when visiting to help create sunshine in an adult’s life. 
Big Lake Community Food Shelf
Due to the global health pandemic, volunteers are urgently needed 
at the Big Lake Community Food Shelf.  Volunteers are utilized in a 
variety of roles, from helping participants with intake paperwork, to 
no-client contact of packaging food items into boxes and bags, there 
is a role for everyone.
If you are interested in volunteering in these or other opportunities, 
please contact:

RSVP/The Volunteer Bridge
763-635-4505

RSVP@ci.stcloud.mn.us
SherburneUnitedWay.org/Volunteer

SHERIFF & POLICE 
REPORTS

are posted on our website: 
www.patriotnewsmn.com
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NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

Date: November 5, 2020
YOU ARE NOTIFIED THAT:
1.  	 Default has occurred 
in the conditions of that certain 
mortgage that was executed by and 
among Elizabeth Nelson and Chad 
Nelson, as mortgagors, and Gran-
ite Community Bank, as mort-
gagee, which mortgage is dated 
May 15, 2019 and was recorded 
on May 16, 2019, as document 
number 871974, with the Office 
of the County Recorder in and for 
Sherburne County, Minnesota.
2. 	 The mortgage has been 
assigned as follows: n/a  
3. 	 The original principal 
amount secured by the mortgage 
was: $138,400.00.
4. 	 No action or pro-
ceeding at law is now pending to 
recover the debt secured by the 
mortgage, or any part thereof.
5. 	 The holder of the mort-
gage has complied with all condi-
tions precedent to acceleration of 
the debt secured by the mortgage 
and foreclosure of the mortgage 
and all notice and other require-
ments of applicable statutes.  
6. As of the date of this notice, the 
amount due on the mortgage, and 
taxes, if any, paid by the holder of 
the mortgage is: $141,269.46.
7.	 Pursuant to the power 
of sale in the mortgage, the mort-
gage will be foreclosed on the land 
described as follows:

Lot 7, Block 2, Parkside, 
Sherburne County, Minnesota

Street Address: 7633 Church 
Street, Clear Lake, Minnesota 

55319
Tax Parcel Identification Number: 

70-415-0235
and will be sold by the Sheriff of 
Sherburne County, Minnesota at 
public auction on Thursday, De-
cember 31, 2020, at 10:00 o’clock 
a.m., at the Office of the Sherburne 
County Sheriff, Sherburne County 
Government Center, 13880 Busi-
ness Center Drive NW, Elk River, 
Minnesota 55330.  
8.	 The time allowed by 
law for redemption of mortgagors 
or mortgagors’ personal 	
representatives or assigns is six 
(6) months after the date of sale.  
9.	 The date on or before 
which the mortgagors must va-
cate the property if the mortgage 
is not reinstated under Minn. Stat. 
§ 580.30 or the property is not re-
deemed under Minn. Stat. § 580.23 
is July 1, 2021 at 11:59 p.m.  If the 
foregoing date is a Saturday, Sun-
day, or legal holiday, then the date 
to vacate is the next business day 
at 11:59 p.m. 
10.	 THE TIME AL-
LOWED BY LAW FOR 
REDEMPTION BY THE 
MORTGAGORS OR THE 
MORTGAGORS’ PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES OR AS-
SIGNS MAY BE REDUCED 
TO FIVE WEEKS IF A JUDI-
CIAL ORDER IS ENTERED 
UNDER MINN. STAT. § 582.032 
DETERMINING, AMONG 
OTHER THINGS, THAT THE 
MORTGAGED PREMISES ARE 
IMPROVED WITH A RESIDEN-
TIAL DWELLING OF LESS 
THAN FIVE UNITS, ARE NOT 
PROPERTY USED IN AGRI-
CULTURAL PRODUCTION, 
AND ARE ABANDONED.  
THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO 
COLLECT A DEBT, AND ANY 
INFORMATION OBTAINED 
WILL BE USED FOR THAT 
PURPOSE.
Granite Community Bank, Mort-
gagee 
LATHROP GPM LLP
By:  /s/ Andrew J. Steil	
Andrew J. Steil #387048
1010 West St. Germain Street
Suite 500
St. Cloud, MN 56301
 (320) 252-4414
Attorneys for Granite Community 
Bank	  
(Published in the Patriot: 
11/14/20; 11/21/20; 11/28/20; 
12/05/20; 12/12/20; 12/19/20.)
___________________________

NOTICE OF ASSESSMENT 
LIEN FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERIFI-
CATION OF THE DEBT AND 
IDENTITY OF THE ORIGINAL 
CREDITOR WITHIN THE TIME 
PROVIDED BY LAW IS NOT 
AFFECTED BY THIS ACTION

THIS COMMUNICATION 
IS FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR.  
THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO COL-
LECT A DEBT AND ANY IN-
FORMATION OBTAINED WILL 
BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE 

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that default has been made 
in the terms and conditions of the 
Declaration of Norway Ridge 
Townhomes Association, Inc., 
(hereinafter the “Declaration”) re-
corded in the office of the County 
Recorder of Sherburne County, 
Minnesota on March 23, 2001, 
as Document No. 432039, which 
covers the following property:

Legal Description: Lot 36, 
Block 2, Norway Ridge, CIC 
No. 20, Sherburne County, 
Minnesota
Property Address: 12668 3rd 
Avenue North, Zimmerman, 
Minnesota 55398
PID: 95-446-0236 

THAT pursuant to said Decla-
ration, there is claimed to be due 
and owing as of October 27, 2020, 
from Deborah Ann Scully, title 
holder, to Norway Ridge Townho-
mes Association, Inc., a Minnesota 
non-profit corporation, the amount 
of $17,271.26, plus additional as-
sessments and other amounts that 
may have accrued since the date of 
this notice, including the costs of 
collection and foreclosure;

THAT prior to the commence-
ment of this foreclosure proceed-
ing, Lienor complied with all 
notice requirements as required 
by statute; that no action or pro-
ceeding has been instituted at law 

or otherwise to recover the debt 
secured by said lien, or any part 
thereof; 

THAT the owner has not been 
released from her financial obliga-
tion to pay said amount;

THAT pursuant to Minn. Stat. 
§ 515B.3-116, said debt creates a 
lien upon said premises in favor 
of Norway Ridge Townhomes 
Association, Inc., as evidenced by 
a lien statement dated September 
29, 2020, recorded on October 5, 
2020, in the office of the Sher-
burne County Recorder as Docu-
ment No. 901804;

THAT pursuant to the power 
of sale granted by the owners in 
taking title to the premises sub-
ject to said Declaration, said lien 
will be foreclosed by the sale of 
said property by the sheriff of said 
County at the Sherburne County 
Sheriff’s Office, 13880 Business 
Center Drive NW, in the City of 
Elk River, County Sherburne, 
State of Minnesota, on January 6, 
2021, at 10 a.m., at public auction 
to the highest bidder, for cash, to 
pay the amount then due.  The time 
allowed by law for redemption by 
the unit owners, their personal rep-
resentatives or assigns is six (6) 
months from the date of said sale.

 DATE TO VACATE PROP-
ERTY: The date on or before 
which the owner must vacate 
the property if the account is not 
brought current or the property 
redeemed under Minn. Stat. § 
580.23 is July 6, 2021. If the fore-
going date is a Saturday, Sunday 
or legal holiday, then the date to 
vacate is the next business day at 
11:59 p.m.

REDEMPTION NOTICE
THE TIME ALLOWED BY 

LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY 
THE OWNER, THE OWNER’S 
PERSONAL REPRESENTA-
TIVE OR ASSIGNS, MAY BE 
REDUCED TO FIVE WEEKS 
IF A JUDICIAL ORDER IS EN-
TERED UNDER MINNESOTA 
STATUTES, SECTION 582.032, 
DETERMINING, AMONG 
OTHER THINGS, THAT THE 
PREMISES ARE IMPROVED 
WITH A RESIDENTIAL 
DWELLING OF LESS THAN 
FIVE UNITS, ARE NOT PROP-
ERTY USED IN AGRICUL-
TURAL PRODUCTION, AND 
ARE ABANDONED.
NORWAY RIDGE TOWNHO-
MES ASSOCIATION, INC., 
Lienor
Dated: October 27, 2020		
By /s/ Nigel H. Mendez
Nigel H. Mendez (0347917) 
Carlson & Associates, Ltd.
1052 Centerville Circle
Vadnais Heights, MN 55127
(651) 287-8640
ATTORNEY FOR NORWAY 
RIDGE TOWNHOMES ASSO-
CIATION, INC.
(Published in the Patriot: 
11/21/20; 11/28/20; 12/05/20; 
12/12/20; 12/19/20; 12/26/20.)
___________________________

NOTICE OF ASSESSMENT 
LIEN FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERIFI-
CATION OF THE DEBT AND 
IDENTITY OF THE ORIGINAL 
CREDITOR WITHIN THE TIME 
PROVIDED BY LAW IS NOT 
AFFECTED BY THIS ACTION

THIS COMMUNICATION 
IS FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR.  
THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO COL-
LECT A DEBT AND ANY IN-
FORMATION OBTAINED WILL 
BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE 

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that default has been made 
in the terms and conditions of the 
Declaration of Norway Ridge 
Townhomes Association, Inc., 
(hereinafter the “Declaration”) re-
corded in the office of the County 
Recorder of Sherburne County, 
Minnesota on March 23, 2001, 
as Document No. 432039, which 
covers the following property:

Legal Description: Lot 59, 
Block 2, Norway Ridge, CIC 
No. 20, Sherburne County, 
Minnesota
Property Address: 26287 3rd 
Street West, Zimmerman, 
Minnesota 55398
PID: 95-446-0259

THAT pursuant to said Dec-
laration, there is claimed to be 
due and owing as of October 27, 
2020, from Sherry J. Johnson, title 
holder, to Norway Ridge Townho-
mes Association, Inc., a Minnesota 
non-profit corporation, the amount 
of $18,335, plus additional assess-
ments and other amounts that may 
have accrued since the date of this 
notice, including the costs of col-
lection and foreclosure;

THAT prior to the commence-
ment of this foreclosure proceed-
ing, Lienor complied with all 
notice requirements as required 
by statute; that no action or pro-
ceeding has been instituted at law 
or otherwise to recover the debt 
secured by said lien, or any part 
thereof; 

THAT the owner has not been 
released from her financial obliga-
tion to pay said amount;

THAT pursuant to Minn. Stat. 
§ 515B.3-116, said debt creates a 
lien upon said premises in favor 
of Norway Ridge Townhomes 
Association, Inc., as evidenced by 
a lien statement dated September 
29, 2020, recorded on October 5, 
2020, in the office of the Sher-
burne County Recorder as Docu-
ment No. 901796;

THAT pursuant to the power 
of sale granted by the owners in 
taking title to the premises sub-
ject to said Declaration, said lien 
will be foreclosed by the sale of 
said property by the sheriff of said 
County at the Sherburne County 
Sheriff’s Office, 13880 Business 
Center Drive NW, in the City of 
Elk River, County Sherburne, 
State of Minnesota, on January 6, 
2021, at 10 a.m., at public auction 
to the highest bidder, for cash, to 
pay the amount then due.  The time 

allowed by law for redemption by 
the unit owners, their personal rep-
resentatives or assigns is six (6) 
months from the date of said sale.

DATE TO VACATE PROP-
ERTY: The date on or before 
which the owner must vacate 
the property if the account is not 
brought current or the property 
redeemed under Minn. Stat. § 
580.23 is July 6, 2021. If the fore-
going date is a Saturday, Sunday 
or legal holiday, then the date to 
vacate is the next business day at 
11:59 p.m.

REDEMPTION NOTICE
THE TIME ALLOWED BY 

LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY 
THE OWNER, THE OWNER’S 
PERSONAL REPRESENTA-
TIVE OR ASSIGNS, MAY BE 
REDUCED TO FIVE WEEKS 
IF A JUDICIAL ORDER IS EN-
TERED UNDER MINNESOTA 
STATUTES, SECTION 582.032, 
DETERMINING, AMONG 
OTHER THINGS, THAT THE 
PREMISES ARE IMPROVED 
WITH A RESIDENTIAL 
DWELLING OF LESS THAN 
FIVE UNITS, ARE NOT PROP-
ERTY USED IN AGRICUL-
TURAL PRODUCTION, AND 
ARE ABANDONED.
NORWAY RIDGE TOWNHO-
MES ASSOCIATION, INC., 
Lienor
Dated: October 27, 2020		
By /s/ Nigel H. Mendez
Nigel H. Mendez (0347917) 
Carlson & Associates, Ltd.
1052 Centerville Circle
Vadnais Heights, MN 55127
(651) 287-8640
ATTORNEY FOR NORWAY 
RIDGE TOWNHOMES ASSO-
CIATION, INC.
(Published in the Patriot: 
11/21/20; 11/28/20; 12/05/20; 
12/12/20; 12/19/20; 12/26/20.)
___________________________

NOTICE OF ASSESSMENT 
LIEN FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERIFI-
CATION OF THE DEBT AND 
IDENTITY OF THE ORIGINAL 
CREDITOR WITHIN THE TIME 
PROVIDED BY LAW IS NOT 
AFFECTED BY THIS ACTION

THIS COMMUNICATION 
IS FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR.  
THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO COL-
LECT A DEBT AND ANY IN-
FORMATION OBTAINED WILL 
BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE 

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that default has been made 
in the terms and conditions of the 
Declaration of Norway Ridge 
Townhomes Association, Inc., 
(hereinafter the “Declaration”) re-
corded in the office of the County 
Recorder of Sherburne County, 
Minnesota on March 23, 2001, 
as Document No. 432039, which 
covers the following property:

Legal Description: Lot 2, 
Block 1, Norway Ridge Sec-
ond Addition, CIC No. 20, 
Sherburne County, Minne-
sota
Property Address: 26284 2nd 
Street West, Zimmerman, 
Minnesota 55398
PID: 95-456-0104

THAT pursuant to said Decla-
ration, there is claimed to be due 
and owing as of October 27, 2020, 
from Tamra L. Jacobson, title 
holder, to Norway Ridge Townho-
mes Association, Inc., a Minnesota 
non-profit corporation, the amount 
of $20,785.89, plus additional as-
sessments and other amounts that 
may have accrued since the date of 
this notice, including the costs of 
collection and foreclosure;

THAT prior to the commence-
ment of this foreclosure proceed-
ing, Lienor complied with all 
notice requirements as required 
by statute; that no action or pro-
ceeding has been instituted at law 
or otherwise to recover the debt 
secured by said lien, or any part 
thereof; 

THAT the owner has not been 
released from her financial obliga-
tion to pay said amount;

THAT pursuant to Minn. Stat. 
§ 515B.3-116, said debt creates a 
lien upon said premises in favor 
of Norway Ridge Townhomes 
Association, Inc., as evidenced by 
a lien statement dated September 
29, 2020, recorded on October 5, 
2020, in the office of the Sher-
burne County Recorder as Docu-
ment No. 901787;

THAT pursuant to the power 
of sale granted by the owners in 
taking title to the premises sub-
ject to said Declaration, said lien 
will be foreclosed by the sale of 
said property by the sheriff of said 
County at the Sherburne County 
Sheriff’s Office, 13880 Business 
Center Drive NW, in the City of 
Elk River, County Sherburne, 
State of Minnesota, on January 6, 
2021, at 10 a.m., at public auction 
to the highest bidder, for cash, to 
pay the amount then due.  The time 
allowed by law for redemption by 
the unit owners, their personal rep-
resentatives or assigns is six (6) 
months from the date of said sale.

 DATE TO VACATE PROP-
ERTY: The date on or before 
which the owner must vacate 
the property if the account is not 
brought current or the property 
redeemed under Minn. Stat. § 
580.23 is July 6, 2021. If the fore-
going date is a Saturday, Sunday 
or legal holiday, then the date to 
vacate is the next business day at 
11:59 p.m.

REDEMPTION NOTICE
THE TIME ALLOWED BY 

LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY 
THE OWNER, THE OWNER’S 
PERSONAL REPRESENTA-
TIVE OR ASSIGNS, MAY BE 
REDUCED TO FIVE WEEKS 
IF A JUDICIAL ORDER IS EN-
TERED UNDER MINNESOTA 
STATUTES, SECTION 582.032, 
DETERMINING, AMONG 
OTHER THINGS, THAT THE 
PREMISES ARE IMPROVED 
WITH A RESIDENTIAL 

DWELLING OF LESS THAN 
FIVE UNITS, ARE NOT PROP-
ERTY USED IN AGRICUL-
TURAL PRODUCTION, AND 
ARE ABANDONED.
NORWAY RIDGE TOWNHO-
MES ASSOCIATION, INC., 
Lienor
Dated: October 27, 2020		
By /s/ Nigel H. Mendez
Nigel H. Mendez (0347917) 
Carlson & Associates, Ltd.
1052 Centerville Circle
Vadnais Heights, MN 55127
(651) 287-8640
ATTORNEY FOR NORWAY 
RIDGE TOWNHOMES ASSO-
CIATION, INC.
(Published in the Patriot: 
11/21/20; 11/28/20; 12/05/20; 
12/12/20; 12/19/20; 12/26/20.)
___________________________

NOTICE OF ASSESSMENT 
LIEN FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERIFI-
CATION OF THE DEBT AND 
IDENTITY OF THE ORIGINAL 
CREDITOR WITHIN THE TIME 
PROVIDED BY LAW IS NOT 
AFFECTED BY THIS ACTION

THIS COMMUNICATION 
IS FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR.  
THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO COL-
LECT A DEBT AND ANY IN-
FORMATION OBTAINED WILL 
BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE 

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that default has been made 
in the terms and conditions of the 
Declaration of Norway Ridge 
Townhomes Association, Inc., 
(hereinafter the “Declaration”) re-
corded in the office of the County 
Recorder of Sherburne County, 
Minnesota on March 23, 2001, 
as Document No. 432039, which 
covers the following property:

Legal Description: Lot 7, 
Block 2, Norway Ridge, Com-
mon Interest Community No. 
20, Sherburne County, Min-
nesota
Property Address: 26268 3rd 
Street West, Zimmerman, 
Minnesota 55398
PID: 95-446-0207

THAT pursuant to said Dec-
laration, there is claimed to be 
due and owing as of October 27, 
2020, from David Greenlun and 
Melissa Greenlun, title holders, 
to Norway Ridge Townhomes As-
sociation, Inc., a Minnesota non-
profit corporation, the amount of 
$17,780.18, plus additional as-
sessments and other amounts that 
may have accrued since the date of 
this notice, including the costs of 
collection and foreclosure;

THAT prior to the commence-
ment of this foreclosure proceed-
ing, Lienor complied with all 
notice requirements as required 
by statute; that no action or pro-
ceeding has been instituted at law 
or otherwise to recover the debt 
secured by said lien, or any part 
thereof; 

THAT the owners have not 
been released from their financial 
obligation to pay said amount;

THAT pursuant to Minn. Stat. 
§ 515B.3-116, said debt creates a 
lien upon said premises in favor 
of Norway Ridge Townhomes 
Association, Inc., as evidenced by 
a lien statement dated September 
29, 2020, recorded on October 5, 
2020, in the office of the Sher-
burne County Recorder as Docu-
ment No. 901799;

THAT pursuant to the power 
of sale granted by the owners in 
taking title to the premises sub-
ject to said Declaration, said lien 
will be foreclosed by the sale of 
said property by the sheriff of said 
County at the Sherburne County 
Sheriff’s Office, 13880 Business 
Center Drive NW, in the City of 
Elk River, County Sherburne, 
State of Minnesota, on January 6, 
2021, at 10 a.m., at public auction 
to the highest bidder, for cash, to 
pay the amount then due.  The time 
allowed by law for redemption by 
the unit owners, their personal rep-
resentatives or assigns is six (6) 
months from the date of said sale.

DATE TO VACATE PROP-
ERTY: The date on or before 
which the owner must vacate 
the property if the account is not 
brought current or the property 
redeemed under Minn. Stat. § 
580.23 is July 6, 2021. If the fore-
going date is a Saturday, Sunday 
or legal holiday, then the date to 
vacate is the next business day at 
11:59 p.m.

REDEMPTION NOTICE
THE TIME ALLOWED BY 

LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY 
THE OWNER, THE OWNER’S 
PERSONAL REPRESENTA-
TIVE OR ASSIGNS, MAY BE 
REDUCED TO FIVE WEEKS 
IF A JUDICIAL ORDER IS EN-
TERED UNDER MINNESOTA 
STATUTES, SECTION 582.032, 
DETERMINING, AMONG 
OTHER THINGS, THAT THE 
PREMISES ARE IMPROVED 
WITH A RESIDENTIAL 
DWELLING OF LESS THAN 
FIVE UNITS, ARE NOT PROP-
ERTY USED IN AGRICUL-
TURAL PRODUCTION, AND 
ARE ABANDONED.
NORWAY RIDGE TOWNHO-
MES ASSOCIATION, INC., 
Lienor
Dated: October 27, 2020		
By /s/ Nigel H. Mendez
Nigel H. Mendez (0347917) 
Carlson & Associates, Ltd.
1052 Centerville Circle
Vadnais Heights, MN 55127
(651) 287-8640
ATTORNEY FOR NORWAY 
RIDGE TOWNHOMES ASSO-
CIATION, INC.
(Published in the Patriot: 
11/21/20; 11/28/20; 12/05/20; 
12/12/20; 12/19/20; 12/26/20.)
___________________________

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

Date: November 23, 2020
YOU ARE NOTIFIED THAT:

1. Default has occurred in the 

conditions of that certain mort-
gage that was executed by and 
between Paul J. McMahon, 
mortgagor, and Sherburne 
State Bank, 12500 Sherburne 
Avenue, P.O. Box 428, Becker, 
Minnesota 55308, mortgagee, 
dated July 13, 2016 and filed 
for record on July 15, 2016, 
as document number 823367, 
with the Office of the County 
Recorder in and for Sherburne 
County, Minnesota.
2. The mortgage has been as-
signed as follows: n/a  
3. The original principal amount 
secured by the mortgage was: 
$25,000.00.
4. No action or proceeding at 
law is now pending to recover 
the debt secured by the mort-
gage, or any part thereof.
5. The holder of the mortgage 
has complied with all condi-
tions precedent to accelera-
tion of the debt secured by the 
mortgage and foreclosure of 
the mortgage and all notice and 
other requirements of applica-
ble statutes.  
6. As of the date of this notice, 
the amount due on the mort-
gage, and taxes, if any, paid by 
the holder of the mortgage is: 
$25,845.51.
7. Pursuant to the power of sale 
in the mortgage, the mortgage 
will be foreclosed on the land 
described as follows:
Lots 13 and 14, Cedar Cove, 
Sherburne County, Minne-
sota.	

Street Address: 7087 - 100th 
Avenue SE, Clear Lake, 
Minnesota 55319
Tax Parcel Identification 
Number: 20-403-0130

and will be sold by the Sheriff 
of Sherburne County, Minne-
sota at public auction on Thurs-
day, January 14, 2021, at 10:00 
o’clock a.m., at the Office of 
the Sherburne County Sheriff, 
Sherburne County Government 
Center, 13880 Business Center 
Drive NW, Elk River, Minne-
sota 55330.  
8. The time allowed by law 
for redemption of mortgagor 
or mortgagor’s personal repre-
sentatives or assigns is six (6) 
months after the date of sale.  
9. The date on or before which 
the mortgagor must vacate the 
property if the mortgage is not 
reinstated under Minn. Stat. § 
580.30 or the property is not 
redeemed under Minn. Stat. § 
580.23 is July 14, 2021 at 11:59 
p.m.  If the foregoing date is a 
Saturday, Sunday, or legal hol-
iday, then the date to vacate is 
the next business day at 11:59 
p.m. 
10. THE TIME ALLOWED 
BY LAW FOR REDEMPTION 
BY THE MORTGAGOR OR 
THE MORTGAGOR’S PER-
SONAL REPRESENTATIVES 
OR ASSIGNS MAY BE RE-
DUCED TO FIVE WEEKS IF 
A JUDICIAL ORDER IS EN-
TERED UNDER MINN. STAT. 
§ 582.032 DETERMINING, 
AMONG OTHER THINGS, 
THAT THE MORTGAGED 
PREMISES ARE IMPROVED 
WITH A RESIDENTIAL 
DWELLING OF LESS THAN 
FIVE UNITS, ARE NOT 
PROPERTY USED IN AGRI-
CULTURAL PRODUCTION, 
AND ARE ABANDONED.  

THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO 
COLLECT A DEBT, AND ANY 
INFORMATION
OBTAINED WILL BE USED 
FOR THAT PURPOSE.
Sherburne State Bank, Mortgagee 
LATHROP GPM LLP
By:  /s/ Andrew J. Steil
Andrew J. Steil #387048
1010 West St. Germain Street
Suite 500
St. Cloud, MN 56301
(320) 252-4414
Attorneys for Sherburne State 
Bank	  
(Published in the Patriot: 
11/28/20; 12/05/20; 12/12/20; 
12/19/20; 12/26/20; 01/02/21.)
___________________________

Office of the Minnesota 
Secretary of State

Certificate of Assumed Name
     Minnesota Statutes, 

Chapter 333
The filing of an assumed 

name does not provide a user with 
exclusive rights to that name. The 
filing is required for consumer 
protection in order to enable cus-
tomers to be able to identify the 
true owner of a business.
ASSUMED NAME: Feel Free 
BNB
PRINCIPAL PLACE OF BUSI-
NESS: 9216 Riverview Dr., 
Becker MN 55308 USA
NAMEHOLDER(S):
Name:  
Feel Free, LLC
Address:
9216 Riverview Dr., Becker MN 
55308 USA

If you submit an attachment, it 
will be incorporated into this doc-
ument. If the attachment conflicts 
with the information specifically 
set forth in this document, this 
document supersedes the data ref-
erenced in the attachment.

By typing my name, I, the un-
dersigned, certify that I am sign-
ing this document as the person 
whose signature is required, or 
as agent of the person(s) whose 
signature would be required who 
has authorized me to sign this 
document on his/her behalf, or in 
both capacities. I further certify 
that I have completed all required 
fields, and that the information in 
this document is true and correct 
and in compliance with the appli-
cable chapter of Minnesota Stat-
utes. I understand that by signing 
this document I am subject to the 
penalties of perjury as set forth in 
Section 609.48 as if I had signed 
this document under oath.
SIGNED BY: Lynel Johnson, 

Owner
MAILING ADDRESS: None Pro-
vided
EMAIL FOR OFFICIAL NO-
TICES: Excluded
Work Item 1121773600039
Original  Fi le  Number 
1121773600039
STATE OF MINNESOTA OF-
FICE OF THE SECRETARY OF 
STATE
FILED
12/13/2019 11:59 PM
/s/ Steve Simon 
Secretary of State
(Published in the Patriot: 
11/28/20; 12/05/20.)
___________________________

DEADLINES
Notices & Legals 

Wednesday At 
Noon

Contact Kathy: 
763-275-0275 

or Email: 
legals.kathy@

patriotnewsmn.com

City of Clearwater
Fee Schedule Ordinance

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that the Clearwater 
City Council will be consid-
ering its annual Fee Schedule 
Ordinance at the next regular 
meeting.  Proposed changes 
under consideration in-
clude, but are not limited to, 
changes to liquor license fees, 
planning & zoning fees, and 
utility rates.  The proposed 
fee schedule may be viewed 
on the city’s website at www.
clearwatercity.com or you 
may obtain a copy by email-
ing the City Administrator at 
the email address below.

The Council will con-
sider the Fee Schedule Or-
dinance at the next regular 
meeting on Monday, Decem-
ber 14, 2020 at 7:00 p.m.  
The meeting will be held via 
Zoom web conference.  Per-
sons who wish to comment on 
this matter may do so orally 
at the meeting or by submit-
ting written comments prior 
to the meeting.  To obtain 
login credentials to attend the 
Zoom web conference, please 
submit your name, address, 
and either a phone number or 
email address to City Admin-
istrator Annita Smythe prior 
to the start of the meeting.
Annita M. Smythe		
City Administrator		
asmythe@clearwatercity.com
320-558-2428
(Published in the Patriot: 
11/28/20; 12/05/20.)

City of Clearwater
Truth in Taxation 

Meeting Notice
NOTICE IS HEREBY 

GIVEN that the Clearwater 
City Council will hold its an-
nual Truth in Taxation public 
meeting during the regular 
City Council meeting on 
Monday, December 14, 2020 
at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom web 
conference.

Members of the pub-
lic that wish to listen to the 
meeting or comment during 
the Public Forum should 
submit your name, address, 
and either a phone number or 
email address to City Admin-
istrator Annita Smythe at least 
15 minutes prior to the start of 
the meeting in order to obtain 
the credentials to login or call 
in to the meeting.
Annita M. Smythe
City Administrator
asmythe@clearwatercity.com
(Published in the Patriot: 
11/28/20; 12/05/20.)

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING

Notice is hereby given 
that the City Council of the 
City of Becker, Sherburne 
County, Minnesota will hold 
a public hearing on Tues-
day, December 15, 2020 at 
approximately 5:00 p.m. via 
Zoom (Meeting ID: 976 7232 
7389, Passcode: 743536) to 
consider changes to the City 
of Becker, City Code, Chapter 
2, Section 2.19, Subdivision 1 
relating to the fee schedule.
Julie Blesi, City Clerk
(Published in the Patriot: 
12/05/20.)
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B e r n a r d 
passed away 
November 27, 
2020 at the 
farm where 
he was 
born sur-
r o u n d e d 
by  h is 
f a m -
ily.  Mass 
of Chris-
tian Burial 
will take place 
at 10:30 AM, 
Wednesday, December 
2, 2020 at St. Lawrence Cath-
olic Church, Duelm.  Rev. Jo-
seph Bachowski will officiate. 
Visitation will be from 5:00 to 
8:00 PM, Tuesday, December 
1, 2020 at the Foley Funeral 
Home and from 9:30 to 10:30 
AM at the church on Wednes-
day.  Burial will take place in 
the Parish Cemetery.  Due to 
the Covid-19 pandemic, the 
family understands if you are 
unable to attend.  Service with 
Dignity provided by the Foley 
Funeral Home.

Bernard Joseph Winkel-
man was born June 21, 1942 in 
Santiago Township, Sherburne 
County to Frank and Clara 
(Balder) Winkelman.  He mar-
ried Judy Herbst on July 22, 
1967 at St. Lawrence Catholic 
Church.  Bernie milked cows 
and farmed on the Winkelman 
century farm where he was 
born.  Bernie drove a milk can 
route for Santiago Creamery 
for several years.  He later de-
livered propane for Federated 
Propane for 18 years until he 
suffered a massive stroke in 
2004.  Bernie enjoyed play-
ing amateur baseball for 
Santiago.  In his later years 
he enjoyed watching his chil-
dren and grandchildren play 

various sports.  He 
was a life long 

member of St. 
L a w r e n c e 
C a t h o l i c 
Church where 
he served 
on the Par-
ish Council 
and was an 

usher.  Ber-
nie also was 

on the 4th of 
July Bazaar com-

mittee and was a 
member of the Knight’s of 

Columbus.
Bernie is survived by his 

wife of 53 years, Judy and his 
children: Gail (Brian) Bialke; 
Brad (Nicole), Pam (Joel) Foss 
and grandchildren: Dalton & 
Brock Bialke; Noah, Amelia 
and Logan Winkelman and 
Alex, Mitchell and Clara Foss 
and Josh Urbanski.  He is also 
survived by his sister-in-laws; 
Teresa Winkelman and Elea-
nor Winkelman.  He was pre-
ceded in death by his parents 
and siblings: Myrtle David, 
Ralph Winkelman, Delbert 
Winkelman, Mary Ann Neu-
mann and Gerald Winkelman.

The family would like 
to thank all the home care 
attendants over the past 16 
years from Foley, Moments 
Hospice and the Adara Home 
Care staff, especially Jessica 
for all their care and compas-
sion.  Memorials are preferred 
in lieu of flowers. 

Gregory M. Wenner, Fu-
neral Director / Owner

Service with Dignity
Foley Funeral Home
221 2nd Ave, PO Box 307
Foley, Minnesota 56329
foleyfuneralhome.net
(320) 968-7111 phone
(320) 968-7116 fax

BERNARD “BERNIE” WINKLEMAN, AGE 78
FOLEY, MN

JUNE 21, 1942 – NOVEMBER 27, 2020

A Celebration 
of life will be 
planned for 
Don in the 
spring. A 
n o t i f i c a -
tion will 
be placed 
in many 
multimedia 
sources. 

D o n 
passed away 
peacefully at 
home surrounded 
by his loved ones. Don 
will be greatly missed by all 
that knew him. He had a fun 
loving, goofy sense of humor, 
which endeared him to every-
one. He was an unforgettable 
kind of guy who loved to do or 
say the unexpected just to get 
a rise out of you. You were al-
ways greeted with a smile and 
the comment “pull up a chair 
and let your feet dangling”.

Don was born on October 
28th, 1943 to Leon & Floren-
tine (Imholte) Iten in his fam-
ily home in Clearwater MN. 
Don lived his earlier life in 
Clearwater farming with his 
father. Don served his country 
in the U.S. Marine Corp. Don 
met the love of his life, Carole 
Sutton, while he was stationed 
in California. The two married 
on October 19th, 1963. The 
couple made their home in 

Becker MN. The 
highlight of their 

union was the 
birth of their 
three chil-
dren, Ray-
mond, Lori, 
and Liza. 

D o n 
a l w a y s 

considered 
himself  a 

farmer first and 
foremost but had 

many other trades in 
his life as a Truck Driver 

and Mechanic of all machines. 
Carole always said she consid-
ered him one of the most in-
telligent individuals she knew 
because no matter what you 
asked him, he always had an 
answer. 

Don is survived by his 
wife Carole; Daughters Lori 
(Scott) Rice & Liza (Lewis) 
Johnson; Daughter In-Law 
Malla Iten; 10 grandchildren ; 
almost 14 great grandchildren 
(one little girl is still baking); 
Siblings Ray (Arie) Iten, Betty 
Karl, Joan Klatt, Judy (John) 
Hamilton, Carol (Ed) Niezgo-
cki, Kathy (Ken) Gohman & 
many other family and friends. 
Don is preceded in death by 
his parents, son Raymond, 
grandson Maurice, sister Rose, 
Brothers-in-law Jack, Dave, 
Bob &, sister-in-law Ruby

DONALD (DON) JOHN ITEN, AGE 77
CLEAR LAKE, MN 

OCTOBER 28, 1943 - NOVEMBER 27, 2020

Oliver passed 
away peace-
fully on No-
vember 24, 
2020.

Oliver 
was born 
in Becker, 
MN on 
June 13, 
1927 to 
Carl  and 
Mabel Knut-
son.  Ol iver 
graduated from 
Becker High School in 
1945 and took over the fam-
ily farm. In 1952, he married 
Betty Kastendick and together 
they raised 5 children. In ad-
dition to farming, Oliver drove 
school bus for over 15 years 
and worked as a custodian for 
the Becker School District. 
Oliver was also one of the 
first board members for the 
Big Lake-Monticello Hospital 
where he served on the Board 
for 15 years. Oliver was a man 
of faith and served in many 
capacities at Faith Lutheran 
Church in Becker. In their 
free time, Oliver and Betty en-
joyed traveling in their RV and 

spending time with 
their family and 

friends. Oliver 
will be re-
m e m b e r e d 
as a kind 
and gen-
erous man 
that was 
always will-

ing to lend a 
hand to those 

in need.
Oliver will 

be deeply missed 
by his wife of 68 years 

Betty; children Audrey (Rol-
lie), Alan, Karen (Bruce), 
Cheryl (Nick) and Sandy 
(Dan); grandchildren Nathan 
(Kendra), Rachel (Mark), Ste-
ven, Adam, Jackie (Kevin), 
Andrew (Lori), Amy (Dan), 
and Meagan (Matt); 10 
great-grandchildren; sister 
Evelyn; and many nieces, 
nephews, other relatives and 
friends. Oliver is preceded 
in death by parents Carl and 
Mabel, and sister Gladys.

A service of remembrance 
will be held in spring 2021.

OLIVER KNUTSON, AGE 93
BECKER, MN

JUNE 13, 1927 – NOVEMBER 24, 2020

David went 
home to be 
with the Lord 
on Tuesday, 
Nov. 24.  
He was 
born in 
Owatonna, 
MN, Feb. 
7, 1931.  
He served 
in the US 
Navy.  He 
provided for his 
family working as 
a machinist for Hon-
eywell in Minneapolis. He 
enjoyed woodworking as a 
hobby, doing many projects in 
his home. Dave was a faithful 
and loving husband to his wife, 
Elsie. He was a much loved 
father to his 5 children and a 
beloved grandfather and great 

grandfather. Dave 
loved his family 

very much and 
prayed for 
them on a 
daily basis.  
Dave loved 
the Lord 
and ded-
icated his 

life to serv-
ing Him.

The memo-
rial service was 

held at Becker Bap-
tist Church on Nov. 28, 

2020 where David and Elsie 
were members. 

He will be dearly missed 
by his family and friends. Arr. 
Peterson-Grimsmo 763-295-
2918 www.petersongrimsmo-
chapel.com

DAVID TIMM, AGE 89
BECKER, MN

FEBRUARY 7, 1931 – NOVEMBER 24, 2020

Bryan passed 
away peace-
fully in his 
sleep at his 
home early 
S u n d a y 
morning, 
N o v e m -
ber 22nd, 
2020. 

B r y a n 
was born 
January 15, 
1959 to Kenneth 
and Leola Doering 
from Clear Lake, MN. 

He went to St John Chris-
tian Day School at Twin Lakes 
where he was confirmed.  He 
graduated from Elk River Se-
nior High.  He went to Anoka 
Technical School graduating 
from Culinary School.  He 
worked at Ponderosa Restau-
rant in Zimmerman for three 
years; then Tescom Manufac-
turing in Elk River for several 
years and got laid off.  Then he 

worked as a temp 
at Cornelius 

Manufacturing 
in Anoka.  He 
was hired 
back at Te-
scom in 
2005 whose 
n a m e 
had been 

changed to 
Emerson. He 

had worked 
there ever since – 

15 years.  He retired 
in March this past year.
Bryan was a wonderful 

Christian man with a strong 
faith.  He always had a smile 
on his face and kind words to 
everyone he met.

He is survived by his dad, 
Kenneth and brother, David 
Doering. He was preceded in 
death by his mother, Leola and 
brother, Jeff Doering. Burial 
will be at South Santiago Lu-
theran Church.

BRYAN ELLIOT DOERING, AGE 61
ELK RIVER, MN

JANUARY 15, 1959 – NOVEMBER 22, 2020

Joann from 
M o n t i c e l l o , 
MN,  for-
merly from 
Britton, S. 
D a k o t a 
p a s s e d 
from this 
world on 
November 
24, 2020.  
The daugh-
ter of Wesley 
Suurmeyer and 
Ann Suurmeyer 
(Rahdemacher) of Brit-
ton, South Dakota.  Joann is 
now in heaven with her loving 
husband of 43 years Albin B.  
Anderson. Joann is survived 
by their four sons and spouses, 

Boyd and Paula of 
Chewelah, WA, 

Bruce and 
Cindy of St. 
Cloud, MN, 
Brent and 
Lynn An-
derson of 
Monticello, 
MN and 

Barry and 
Sharon An-

derson of Big 
Lake, MN.  Joann 

was blessed with 6 
grandchildren and 10 great 

grandchildren. Arr. Dare’s 
Funeral Home 763-441-1212 
www.daresfuneralservice.com

JOANN CHARMAINE (SUURMEYER) 
ANDERSON, AGE 91
MONTICELLO, MN

Wendy J . 
Gruenes, age 
53, passed 
away Sun-
day at her 
home, sur-
r o u n d e d 
by loved 
ones. She 
was born 
March 9, 
1967,  in 
Winsted, MN 
to William & 
Karen (Guggemos) 
Sawatzke. She mar-
ried Tim Gruenes on August 
24, 1990, in Waverly, MN. 
Wendy was a very fun, strong, 
kind, caring and loving person 
who will be dearly missed.

Wendy grew up on Lit-
tle Waverly Lake—a child-
hood filled with water skiing, 
kittens, and many friends. 
She graduated from Howard 
Lake-Waverly High School in 
1985 where she was a cheer-
leader. Wendy went on to at-
tend Regency Beauty Institute 
in St. Cloud, MN where she 
received a degree in cosme-
tology. Wendy was a skilled 
hair stylist until she retired to 
take care of her children full-
time. Her family was fortunate 
to continue receiving haircuts 
from her thereafter. 

Wendy was very creative 
and always had an eye for de-
sign. She enjoyed drawing and 
making jewelry. Her home 
was beautifully designed and 
decorated. She loved the holi-
days. The family was fortunate 
to get a Christmas tree up and 
decorated this year just in time 
for her to enjoy. Wendy loved 
spending time with her family 
and friends. She enjoyed trav-
eling and dining out—for sea-
food in particular. Wendy will 
be remembered for her great 

smile and sense of 
humor. She was 

never afraid to 
exchange jabs 
with Tim or 
her broth-
ers. 

Wendy 
is already 
s o r e l y 
missed by 

her family. 
Tim will miss 

their travels and 
Friday date nights. 

Evan will miss their con-
versations, hugs, and exchang-
ing cat videos. Zoe will miss 
shopping, getting their nails 
done, and watching movies to-
gether. Muffins the family cat 
misses sitting on the lap of her 
favorite human.

Wendy is survived by 
her husband, Tim of Becker; 
children, Evan Gruenes (Eric 
Somers) of Minneapolis 
and Zoe Gruenes of Becker; 
mother, Karen Sawatzke of 
Waverly; sister and broth-
ers, Mary (Mark) Lynch of 
Stillwell, KS, Joel (Jennifer) 
Sawatzke of Waverly, and 
Neal (Jocelyn) Sawatzke of 
Geneva, Switzerland; moth-
er-in-law, Grace Gruenes of 
Eden Valley; sister-in-law 
and brothers-in-law, Kris 
(Chip) Tancil of Surprise, AZ 
and Paul Gruenes (Dana) of 
Becker; and many nieces and 
nephews. Wendy was pre-
ceded in death by her father, 
William Sawatzke; and father-
in-law, Peter Gruenes. 

A small funeral mass was 
Friday, December 4 at St. 
Mary’s Catholic Church in 
Waverly, MN. 

Obituary, Guest Book and 
Video Tribute available on-
line: www.williamsdingmann.
com

WENDY J. GRUENES, 53
BECKER, MN

MARCH 9, 1967 – NOVEMBER 29, 2020

Bernie passed 
away on Tues-
day, Novem-
ber 24th, 
2020, at the 
age of 72.

H e 
was an 
I r o n -
w o r k e r 
with Local 
512 by trade, 
working on 
many large MN 
projects, includ-
ing the IDS Tower in 
Minneapolis and the Power 
Plant in Becker. During the 
1980s-1990s, he also owned 
and operated the Chapparal 
Bar in Merrifield and was a 
member of the Crow Wing 
Mounted Patrol. Bernie 
moved to Clear Lake where 
he started Groundskeeper 
Lawn Care and began build-
ing docks in 1994. He retired 
from Local 512 to concentrate 
on dock building and in 2005 
moved his company, Walks 
On Water, Inc., to its present 
location on Highway 10.  Ber-
nie retired from his beloved 
company in 2017. He was a 
consummate salesman and 
over the years turned many 
of his drop-by customers into 
lifelong friends.  He always 
had a smile, a joke and a hunt-
ing story to tell and never tired 
of sharing them. Bernie was an 
avid sportsman and sponsor of 
many local, state and national 
organizations promoting the 
management of wildlife and 
its habitat. 

Bernie was preceded in 
death by his parents, Shirley 

(Fenske) and Ber-
nard Bermel 

Sr, brothers-
in-law Ken 
Treptau and 
Duane Poli-
woda, niece 
M i c h e l l e 
B e r m e l 
and great-
n e p h e w 

Casey Krog-
stad.

He is sur-
vived by his wife 

of 25 years, Deborah, 
children Brett (Stephanie) 
Bermel, Bridget Northway, 
Bethany (Nick) Orton, Dan 
(Cindy) Wandersee  and Jim 
(Megan) Wandersee, grand-
children Caleb and Chloe Ber-
mel, Betty, Antje and Audrey 
Northway, Ryan and Alex 
Dunlap, Joselyn, Ty, Carter 
and Gage Orton, Jack and 
Alayna Wandersee and Violet, 
Lillian and Crosby Wander-
see, brothers Gary (Chris) Ber-
mel and Robert (Tam) Bermel, 
sisters Patty Treptau, Regina 
(Dan) Dykhoff, Mary (Doug) 
May and Jackie (Mark) Trush-
enski, brother-in-law Ken 
(Cindy) Poliwoda, sister-in-
law Carol Poliwoda and fa-
ther-in-law Harry Poliwoda, 
as well as many other family 
and friends.

No services will be held at 
the present time. A Celebra-
tion of Life will be planned for 
2021.

Bernie was, and will re-
main, much loved and he will 
be greatly missed by those of 
us who have shared his life, his 
laughter and his love.

BERNARD “BERNIE” JOSEPH BERMEL
AGE 72

CLEAR LAKE, MN

STATE OF MINNESOTA
DISTRICT COURT

COUNTY OF SHERBURNE
TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

SUMMONS
Case Type: Consumer  Credit 
Contract 
Court File No. - - - - - -
WELLS FARGO BANK, NA
Plaintiff
vs.	
REBECCA A SCHEIBER 
5111 RIDGE RD
BIG LAKE MN 55309-8957
Defendant

THIS SUMMONS IS DI-
RECTED TO EACH OF THE 
ABOVE-NAMED DEFEN-
DANT.
1.         YOU ARE BEING SUED. 
The Plaintiff has started a lawsuit 
against you. The  Plaintiffs  Com-
plaint against you is attached to 
this Summons. Do  not  throw  
these  papers away.  They  are  
official  papers that affect your 
rights. You must respond  to  this  
lawsuit  even  though  it  may  not  
yet  be  filed  with  the  Court and 
there may be no court file number 
on this Summons.
2.  YOU MUST REPLY 
WITHIN 21 DAYS TO PRO-
TECT YOUR RIGHTS. You 
must give or mail to the person 
who signed this Summons a 
written response called an An-
swer within 21 days of the date 
on which you received this Sum-
mons. You must send a copy of 
your Answer to the person who 
signed this Summons located at:
STEWART, ZLIMEN & 
JUNGERS, LTD.
2860 Patton Road
Roseville MN 55113
Phone 651 -366-6380 
Fax 651- 36 6-6381
3.      YOU MUST RESPOND 
TO EACH CLAIM. The answer 
is your written response to the 
Plaintiffs Complaint. In your An-
swer you must state whether you 
agree or disagree with each para-
graph of the Complaint. If you 
believe the Plaintiff should not 
be given everything asked for in 
the Complaint, you must say so in 

your Answer.
4.     YOU WILL LOSE YOUR 
CASE IF YOU DO NOT SEND 
A WRITTEN RESPONSE TO 
THE COMPLAINT  TO  THE  
PERSON  WHO  SIGNED  
THIS  SUMMONS.   If   you  
do  not  Answer  within 21 days 
, you will lose this case. You will 
not get to  tell  your  side of the 
story, and  the Court  may  decide 
against you and award  the  Plain-
tiff  everything  asked  for  in  the 
Complaint.  If you  do  not  want  
to contest the claims in the Com-
plaint, you do not  need  to  re-
spond.  A  default  judgment  can  
then  be entered  against  you for 
the relief requested in the Com-
plaint.
5.    LEGAL ASSISTANCE. 
You  may wish to get legal  help 
from a lawyer.  If you do not have 
a lawyer,  the Court Administra-
tor may have information about  
places where you can  get legal  
assistance.  Even if you cannot get 
legal help, you must still provide 
a written Answer to protect your 
rights or you may lose the case.
6.       ALTERNATIVE DIS-
PUTE RESOLUTION. The 
parties may agree to or be ordered 
to participate in an alternative 
dispute resolution process under 
Rule 114 of the Minnesota Gen-
eral rules of Practice. You must 
still send your written response to 
the Complaint even if you expect 
to use alternative means of resolv-
ing this dispute.
Dated: 10/14/2020	
STEWART, ZLIMEN & 
JUNGERS, LTD.
/s/ Kristine M Spiegelberg Nelson
Brad D Welp, #0344497 
Michael P Arthur, #0397956
Kristine M Spiegelberg Nelson, 
#0308845
Attorneys for Plaintiff
Phone: 651- 366-6380 
Email: szj@szjlaw.com
(Published in the Patriot: 
12/05/20; 12/12/20; 12/19/20.)
___________________________

Public Notices
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Classifieds

MURPHY
CHEVROLET

New & Used Cars & Trucks
(320) 968-6239

www.murphychevrolet.com

Automotive

OAK PARK CREAMERY
See us for all your feed 
needs. Hubbard, Heims, Pu-
rina & Oak Park brand feeds. 
Crystalyx tubs. We special-
ize in small orders of custom 
made feed. Greenmeadows 
chopped forage for your 
horses. Check out our large 
selection of mouse & rat poi-
sons & traps. Early order/pay 
discounts on seed.    
OAK PARK CREAMERY
16623 Ironwood Rd NE Oak 
Park, MN. 320-968-7864
________________________

Farm Supplies

WE PAY CASH FOR USED 
GUNS. Stu’s Gunsmithing 
320-258-3980, 3030 12th St. 
SE, St. Cloud.
________________________

Gunsmith

THE CLASSIC, EDGE & E, 
Outdoor Wood, Pellet & Corn 
by Central Boiler. Take Advan-
tage of The Rebates available 
now, Including Additional Dis-
counts and State Fair Specials 
Give us a call or see us at the 
fair. Class-Act Outdoor Fur-
nace 763-972-6255                              
CLASSACTFURANCE.COM
________________________

Outdoor Furnaces

OFFICE OR RETAIL SPACE. 
Hwy 10 frontage in Becker. 
1100 sq. ft. Available immedi-
ately. Call 763-261-2425.
________________________

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT -
at 935 Clearwater Center in 
Clearwater (next to The Kettle
Restaurant) 364 sq. ft. $425 
per mo. Includes utilities. 320-
558-6800 Carol Halvorson
________________________

Office/Retail For Rent

ANNOUNCEMENTS

INVESTIGATE BEFORE YOU 
INVEST! Midwest Free Commu-
nity Paper Association does not 
knowingly accept fraudulent or 
deceptive advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly investigate 
all classifieds and other ads which 
require an investment. (MCN)

AUTOMOBILES

DONATE YOUR CAR TO 
CHARITY. Receive maximum 
value of write off for your taxes. 
Running or not! All conditions 
accepted. Free pickup. Call for de-
tails. 855-752-6680 (MCN)

___________

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK 
TO HERITAGE FOR THE 
BLIND. Free 3 Day Vacation, 
Tax Deductible, Free Towing, All 
Paperwork Taken Care Of. CALL 
1-855-977-7030 (MCN)

___________

CASH FOR CARS: We Buy 
Any Condition Vehicle, 2002 and 
Newer. Competitive Offer! Na-
tionwide FREE Pick Up! Call Now 
For a Free Quote! 888-366-5659. 
(MCN)

CABLE/ INTERNET

BEST SATELLITE TV with 2 
Year Price Guarantee! $59.99/mo 
with 190 channels and 3 months 
free premium movie channels! Free 
next day installation! Call 855-824-
1258. (MCN)

EARTHLINK High Speed Inter-
net. As Low As $14.95/month (for 
the first 3 months.) Reliable High 
Speed. Fi-ber Optic Technology. 
Stream Videos, Music and More! 
Call Earthlink Today 1-855-679-
7096 (MCN)

___________

HIGH SPEED INTERNET. We 
instantly compare speed, pricing, 
availability to find the best service 
for your needs. Starting at $39.99/
month! Quickly compare offers 
from top providers. Call 1-855-399-
9295 (MCN)

___________

DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
Installation, Smart HD DVR In-
cluded, Free Voice Remote. Some 
restrictions apply. 1-844-316-8876. 
(MCN)

___________

AT&T TV - The Best of Live & 
On-Demand On All Your Favorite 
Screens. CHOICE Package, $64.99/
mo plus taxes for 12 months. Pre-
mium Channels at No Charge for 
One Year! Anytime, anywhere. 
Some restrictions ap-ply. W/ 24-
mo. agmt TV price higher in 2nd 
year. Regional Sports Fee up to 
$8.49/mo. is extra & applies. Call 
IVS 1-866-387-0621. (MCN)

EDUCATION

Attention Active Duty & Military 
Veterans! Begin a new career and 
earn your Degree at CTI! Online 
Computer & Medical training 

available for Veterans & Families! 
To learn more, call 855-960-0997. 
(MCN)

FINANCIAL

The COVID crisis has cost us all 
something. Many have lost jobs 
and financial security. Have $10K 
In Debt? Credit Cards.Medical 
Bills. Car Loans. Call NATIONAL 
DEBT RELIEF! We can help! Get a 
FREE debt relief quote: Call 1-866-
552-0649.(MCN)

FOR SALE

Trailer Sale: Just in DUMP 
TRAILERS 10’, 12’ & 14’. 24’ En-
closed race car or Show car trailer 
was $22,999.00 Now $19,500.00. 
6’X12’ V-nose, ramp door, 7’X12’ 
V-nose ramp door. UTV (side by 
side) ATV, Mower, Utili-ty trailers 
in both steel & aluminum. www.
FortDodgeTrailerWorld.com or 
515-972-4554. (MCN)

HEALTH & MEDICAL

Stay in your home longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In 
Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 
off, including a free toilet, and a 
lifetime warranty on the tub and 
installation! Call us at 1-855-372-
3080 or visit www.walkintubquote.
com/midwest (MCN)

___________
Portable Oxygen Concentrator 
May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mobil-
ity with the com-pact design and 
long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 

Free information kit! Call 844-716-
2411. (MCN)

___________

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills 
for $99. 100 pills for $150. FREE 
shipping. Money back guaranteed! 
1-866-306-9928 (MCN)

___________

MobileHelp, America’s Premier 
Mobile Medical Alert System. 
Whether You’re Home or Away. 
For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free 
Brochure! Call Today! 1-855-385-
9770. (MCN)

INCOME OPPORTU-
NITES

NEW AUTHORS WANTED! 
Page Publishing will help you 
self-publish your own book. FREE 
author submis-sion kit! Limited 
offer! Why wait? Call now: 855-
623-8796 (MCN)

___________

Become a published author! Pub-
lications sold at all major secular 
& specialty Christian bookstores. 
CALL Chris-tian FaithPublishing 
for your FREE author submission 
kit. 1-888-981-5761. (MCN)

MISCELLEANOUS

Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE Le-
afFilter estimate today. 15% off 
Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & 

Military Discounts. Call 1-855-577-
1268. Promo Code 285. (MCN)

___________

Two great new offers from AT&T 
Wireless! Ask how to get the new 
iPhone 11 or Next Generation 
Samsung Galaxy S10e ON US with 
AT&T’s Buy one, Give One offer. 
While supplies last! CALL 1-844-
290-8275. (MCN)

___________

FILL YOUR CHRISTMAS with 
holiday goodness! LEFSE, SAND-
BAKKEL, GOODIE BALLS---
Made in Minnesota! Lefse, 3/$3 or 
13/$12. Sandbakkel, Dozen/$10. 
Goodie Balls, Dozen/$12. Deliv-
ery-Cresco, IA, Rochester, MN, 
Other Locations. Call today. 218-
791-1713. MCN.

VACATION/ TRAVEL

DO WARM WINTERS SOUND 
GOOD?? Bring your RV down to 
the warm Rio Grande Valley. J-5 
RV Park in Mission Tx. will wel-
come you with a country setting and 
friendly people. We have a special 
for 1st time visi-tors. We are fol-
lowing guidelines to keep everyone 
healthy and taking precautions to 
protect our community. Phone us 
at 956-682-7495 or 515-418-3214. 
Email info@j5rvparktexas.com 
Tom and Donna Tuttle, Managers. 
(MCN)

DESKTOPS AND LAPTOP 
REPAIR. On-site or drop off. 
Computer cleanup - upgrades. 
Big Lake, 763-263-7070.
________________________

Computers

MNA Classifieds

GREAT NORTHERN 
UNCLAIMED FREIGHT. Fur-
niture, army surplus, tools. 
923 South Benton Drive, Sauk 
Rapids, MN. 320-251-2818.
________________________

Furniture

STUDIO 
APARTMENT

In Becker for rent Nov. 
1st at Pineview Apart-
ments. Clean, quiet & 
well maintained. $595/
month, includes water, 
heat, garbage, & park-
ing space. Require-
ments for rent are based 
on a full background 
check, no prior evictions 
or criminal record. Min-
imum requirements of 
income & rental history 
apply. 

No pets. 
If interested call Todd at 
612-616-0984.

Studio Apartment

FOR SALE. 1995 Polaris Indy-
Trail , 2-Up Seat, Great Condi-
tion, Low Miles (1,860). $1,300 
- call 320-248-7237.
________________________

For Sale

able put food on the table. Thanks to the hard work of our 
farmers, our food supply has remained stable. Like the rest 
of us though, our agriculture community has been hit hard 
by COVID-19, and opportunities like the cattle industry’s 
2020 virtual convention give me chance to meet with farm-
ers directly and learn about the issues they face.  

One issue I have long advocated for on behalf of our 
farmers was the delisting of the Gray Wolf from the En-
dangered Species Act. Last month, we got some great news 
when the Dept. of the Interior announced it would be delis-
ting the Gray Wolf. This action was long awaited by many 
farmers who will finally be able to defend their livestock 
- and their livelihoods - from the Gray Wolf.

I also partnered with my colleague from South Dakota, 
Congressman Dusty Johnson as an original co-sponsor of 
the PRICE Act, to provide more opportunities for small 
processing operations while maintaining vigorous food 
safety standards. It also updates the Packers and Stock-
yards Act for greater transparency in the cattle markets. 
This nonpartisan legislation will help remove onerous reg-
ulatory barriers and improve competition in these markets. 

I will always look for ways to support Minnesota’s cat-
tlemen and our nation’s agriculture community as whole.

EMMER from page 5

Editorials/Opinions

Letters To Editor
TO THE EDITOR:

Before we rush to get “back to normal”, I hope we can 
take a moment to ponder.

Disasters unearth what has been buried and leave us 
with a choice: tend to the underlying issues or wait for 
the next wave to strike. At least for America, COVID is 
much like the infection of a wound left untreated. While 
revealing many things, COVID has unveiled our isolation.

We’ve been forced into our homes, away from real, 
person-to-person interaction. In 2018 (so pre-quarantine), 
the research group Nielsen found that the average Amer-
ican spent 11 hours interacting with media a day (and I 
don’t think a lot of that was book reading). We already 
were spending over half the day in our own digital bubbles 
(not including sleeping - although my roommate talks to 
me in his sleep sometimes). Our culture and society, un-
able to accept vulnerability (seeing it as “weakness”), has 
become wedded to hyper-individualism, rushing through 
grief and pain to enact quick fixes and put on “happy 
faces,” furthering rates of depression among adolescents 
- increasing 5% from 2007-2017 (PEW Research Center).

Our isolation is changing the way real people relate to 
one another and currently, we have hit the bottom. We can 
“get up and keep going” as we so often try to do, or we 
can look around...How did we get here? Are we going to 
listen to what the Earth is revealing? From the way I see it, 
depression is not the problem: it’s a memorial. A memorial 
to the societal pains we have pushed away and ignored. 
Pain that can only be healed when communities choose 
to name it, sit with it, and repent instead of just offering 
some damned cliche about bootstraps. Memorials aren’t 
problems for fixing, they’re invitations for grief.
Brody Hed,
Becker, MN

Editorials/Opinions are online at 
www.patriotnewsmn.com
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MISCELLANEOUS

Advertise here 
statewide in 230+ 

newspapers for only 
$279 per week! 

Call 800-279-2979

MISCELLANEOUS
MINNESOTA 

Pro table essential businesses for sale by 
owner. Various sizes, types, terms. Some 
with owner  nancing. Priced from $100k 
to $15 million. bizsale.com 800/617-4204

ADOPTION: CALIFORNIA COUPLE
promises baby loving home, secure 
future, devoted grandparents, educa-
tional opportunities, gentle pet. Gener-
ous living expenses paid. Danielle/Ed 
818/923-3122 or attorney 310/663-3467

TIMESHARE 
CANCELLATION EXPERTS 

Over $50,000,000 in timeshare debt and 
fees cancelled in 2019. Get free informa-
tional package and learn how to get rid of 
your timeshare! Free consultations. Over 
450 positive reviews. Call 833/619-1117 

AT&T WIRELESS 
Two great new offers! Ask how to get 
the new iPhone 11 or Next Genera-
tion Samsung Galaxy S10e on us with 
AT&T’s Buy one, Give One offer. 
While supplies last! Call 855/332-0464 

DONATE YOUR CAR 
truck or boat to Heritage For The 
Blind. Free 3-day vacation, tax de-
ductible, free towing, all paper-
work taken care of 844/220-9501

DIRECTV 
Every live football game, every Sunday 
- anywhere - on your favorite device. 
Restrictions apply. Call IVS 877/350-0094

DISH NETWORK $59.99 
for 190 Channels! Blazing fast internet 
$19.99/mo. (where available.) Switch & 
get a free $100 Visa gift card. Free voice 
remote. Free HD DVR. Free streaming 
on all devices. Call today! 855/562-4309

ENJOY 100% 
GUARANTEED 

delivered to-the-door Omaha Steaks! Get 
4 free Pork Chops and 4 free chicken 
breasts. Order the Omaha Steaks Clas-
sic - only $129.99. Call 844/331-1614
and use code 66762CCP or visit 
w w w. o m a h a s t e a k s . c o m / d i n n e r 9 6

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

ADOPTIONS

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 12/6/2020 Central

newshowerdeal.com/mn | 888-525-0482

CALL TODAY

ENJOYING A
NEW SHOWER

IS EASIER THAN
YOU THINK

150 YEARS OF EXCELLENCE

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 12/6/2020 Central

newshowerdeal.com/mn | 888-525-0482

CALL TODAY

ENJOYING A
NEW SHOWER

IS EASIER THAN
YOU THINK

150 YEARS OF EXCELLENCE

SHERBURNE COUNTY
RECORDER VITAL STATISTICS 

MARRIAGE APPLICATION REPORT
NOVEMBER 2020

Ion Baciu and Alevtina Viorelovna Sterpu of Nowthen; Anna Lynn 
Todey and Eric Joel Lindenfelser of Plymouth; Scott Jason Morrisson and 
Alexcis Brittany Perrine of Big Lake; William Andrew Piepergerdes and 
Donna Lyn Rock of  Zimmerman; Jasmine Mariah Zirbes and Stephen 
Bruce Carlson II of Elk River; Krista Lynn Dillon and Brian Eric Herdina 
of Big Lake; Jessica Haley Jenson and Benjamin Michael Strand of Elk 
River; Katashae Audrea Riley and Bronte Alize Ish of Saint Cloud; Megan 
Barrett and Ilya Begelman of Elk River; Alexandra Catherine Yehle and 
Anthony Gordon Fritch of Zimmerman; Brandon Jack Young of Coon 
Rapids and Bailey Nicole Broen of Marshfield WI; Troy James Cochran 
of Elgin SC and Rachel Kate Anderson of Maple Grove; Lourdes Maria 
De Los Santos and Oliver Juan Berroa of Ramsey; Matthew David Rowe 
and Kristi-Lynn Rose Zechmeister of Saint Cloud; Jennifer Rae Mccalis-
ter of Saint Michael and Jory James Steinkraus of Becker; Tammy Jean 
Sternal and Allen Robert Meyer of Maple Grove; Desirae Jade Blake and 
Douglas Francis Berthiaume of Big Lake; Joshua James Bogaczyk and 
Amanda Rose Whitcomb of Bloomington; Robert Alan Steffenson and 
Brenda Lee Katchmark of Zimmerman; Lamngeun Soukaroune and Nich-
olas James Bergherr of Big Lake; Scottie John Rucks and Kelsie Rebecca 
Bursch of Zimmerman; John Theodore Filipczak LLL and Cailin Mi-
chelle Conrad of Big Lake; Matthew Paul Snell and Kimberly Sue Lengq-
uist of Elk River; Joshua Adam Ford and Hana Marie Marlys Reiter of 
Becker; Hailey May Stenberg and Daniel Ryan Solsvig of Becker; Patrick 
Doyle Schwappach and Carly Violet Dupre of Zimmerman; Sarah Ann 
Kedrowski and Lyf Titcomb of Clear Lake; Ethan Jarred Jason Emery 
and Samantha Grace Westphal of Zimmerman; Ilona Koval of Auburn 
WA and Isaac Michael Newbauer of Elk River; Rachel Anne Ledin and 
Martin Jerome Edgett of Oak Grove.

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 12/6/2020 Central

newshowerdeal.com/mn | 888-525-0482
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Church DirectoryChurch DirectorySPONSORED BY: SPONSORED BY:

8852 Cty Rd 23
Becker, MN 

Phone:
763.261.5656

Ralph du Monceaux, Owner
Free Loaners ~ Free Estimates 

~ Honest Work

763-261-5656
Ralph’s

Auto Body

Church Directory

763-262-4237

M-F
8AM-

4:30PM

Owner: Chad Schwintek
13050 1st Street Becker, MN 55308

• BECKER
Grace Lutheran Church 
(LCMS)
Pastor: David M. Johnson, 763-
262-7782, 11185 27th Ave SE. 
Services: Sun. Worship 9am, 
Sun. School 10:30am, Wed. 
J.U.M.P. 6pm.
Becker Baptist Church
Pastors: Nathan Bucher (Acting), 
Kevin Drehmel (Youth) & Amy 
Drehmel (Dir. Of Ministry), 763-
261-4202, 11951 Hancock St. 
Services: Sun. Worship/Children 
10:30am, Wed. Youth Group 
6:30pm. www.beckerbaptist.org. 
Becker Evangelical Free 
Church
Pastors: Patrick Drury (Senior), 
Chris Salvevold (Youth), 763-
261-4125, Becker High School, 
Office: 11373 150th Ave SE. 
Services: Sun. Worship/Teach-
ing/Fellowship 10am.
Mary of the Visitation Catholic 
Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-
3339, 12100 Sherburne Ave. 
Services: Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. 
Mass 9:30am.
Faith (Becker) Lutheran 
Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Yolanda Denson-Byers, 
763-261-5751, 11755 Sherburne 
Ave. Services: Sun. Worship 
9:30 am, Sun. School 10am.
Oakwood Community Church 
Assemblies of God
Pastors: Gerry Bass & Sarah, 
763-220-6004, 13140 1st St 
(SW Corner of Becker Furniture 
World). Services: Sun. Bible 
Study/Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Snake River Free Church
Pastor: Steve Johnston, 612-
219-8648, 180th St SE. Ser-
vices: Sun. Worship/Sun. School 
10:30am., Hymn Sing is second 
Sun. of every month.
Becker Christian Center & 
Abundant Grace Church
Pastor: Ken Hanson, 763-262-
2177, 15455 59th St SE. Ser-
vices: Sun. Praise & Worship 
9:30am, Wed. Family Fellow-

ship 7pm.
Beacon House of Prayer
Pastors: Brian & Linda Holmes, 
763-263-3771, 12264 Pleasant 
Ave. Services: Thurs. Worship 
6:30pm.
Free Grace United
Pastor: Kevin Wilson, 763-245-
0001, 14000 Clubhouse Ln. Ser-
vices: Wed. Worship 6:30pm.

• BIG LAKE
Acts Seventh-Day Adventists 
Community Church
Pastor: Bill Nixon, 763-263-
2287, 20455 187th Ave Nw. 
Services: Sat. Worship 9am, Sat. 
Sabbath School 10:15am.
Bethany Bible Church
763-263-2167, 511 Eagle Lake 
Road. Services: Sun. School 
9am, Sun. Worship 10am.
Bridgeview Assembly of God
Pastor: Steve Royalty, 763-263-
6274, 20500 County Road 11. 
Services: Sun. Worship 10am, 
Wed. Service 6:30pm.
SVEA Hill Covenant Church
Pastor: Don Bellach, 763-263-
6322, 16392 235th Ave NW. 
Services: Sun. Worship 10am.
Cornerstone Baptist Church
Pastor: Gordon Langdon, 763-
263-7878, 15300 County Road 
35. 
Hope Lutheran Church 
(ELCA) in Orrock
763-263-7990. www.hopein-
therefuge.weebly.com.
IFLESIA AMOR VIVIENTE
Living Love Church
Pastores: Juan & Patricia 
Aguayo, 763-607-5403, 21 Lake 
St N. Services: Sat. 6pm.
Lord of Glory Lutheran 
Church
Pastor: Marty Mably, 763-263-
3090, 15550 190th Ave NW. 
Services: Sun. 8am & 10am.
Mary of the Visitation Catholic 
Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-
3339, 440 Lake St N. Services: 
Mass temporarily at Becker loca-
tion, Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 
9:30am.

Riverside Church
Online: www.myriverside-
church.com, 763-263-2410, 2014 
County Road 14. Services: Sun 
8:45am, 10:30am & 12:05pm.
Saron Lutheran Church
Pastor: Kyle Sidlo, 763-263-
2209, 311 Lake St. S. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9:30am, indoors or 
livestream.

• SANTIAGO
South Santiago Lutheran 
Church ELCA
Pastors: Angela LaMoore, 
763-662-2048, 14675 37th St. 
Services: Sun. 8am drive-in 
Worship, Sanctuary Worship 
9:30am.
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 
E.L.S. & Princeton Evangelical 
School
Pastor: Timothy Zenda, 763-
662-2570, 18977 17th St. Ser-
vices: Sun. School/Bible Class 
10:30am, Divine Worship 9am.
Glendorado Lutheran (ELCA)
Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Shari Routh, 920-573-
0193, 1100 186th Ave NE. Ser-
vices: Sun Good Shepherd 9am, 
Sun. Glendorado 10:30am.
Gethsemane Church (ELCA) 
– Ronneby
Pastor: Barbara Peterson, 320-
983-5002, 14478 78th St. NE. 
Services: Sun. Worship 10am.
Glendorado Evangelical Coun-
try Church
Pastor: Sam Alfano, 763-662-
2244, 16999 Glendorado Road 
NE. Services: Sun. School 
9:30am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• CLEAR LAKE
Living Waters Church
Pastor: Mark Stahl, 320-292-
0250, 7830 Church St. Services: 
Sun. Worship 10am, Wed. Bible 
Study 6:30pm.
Trinity Lutheran Church Mis-
souri Synod
Pastor: Josh Reber, 320-743-
2919, 8641 Main Ave. Services: 
Sun. Worship 8:45am, Sun. 

School 9:45am.
St. Marcus Catholic Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-
743-2481, 8701 Main Ave. Ser-
vices: Sat. Confessions 4:15pm, 
Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. Jan-June 
8am, July-Dec. 10am.

• DUELM
St. Lawrence Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-
968-7502 or 320-743-2481, 
10915 Duelm Road NE. Ser-
vices: Sun Mass – Jan-June 
10am, July-Dec. 8am.

• CLEARWATER
Clearwater United Methodist 
Church
Pastor: Alison Hendley, 320-
558-2581, 405 Main St. Ser-
vices: Sun. Worship 9:30am.
Freedom Bible Church
605 Lime St. (Old Clearwater 
Post Office). Services: Sun. 
Bible Study 9:30am & 6pm, Sun. 
Worship 10:45am, Wed. Bible 
Study 7pm.
Rejoice Lutheran Church – 
ELCA
Pastor: Jim Bump, 320-558-
6851, 1155 County Road 75. 
Services: Sun. Worship 9:30am.
Church of St. Luke
Father: Dennis Backer, 320-558-
2124, 17545 Huber Ave NW. 
Services: Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. 
Mass 8am & 10am, Weekday 
Mass Tues.-Fri. 8am/Sat. 9am.
Tri-County Alliance Church
Pastor: David Fogal, 320-558-
2750, 8464 160th St NW. Ser-
vices: Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
Worship 10:30am.

• MAPLE LAKE
Silver Creek Community 
Church
Pastor: Zach Pryor, 320-963-
3957, 4282 114th St NW. Ser-
vices: Sun. Worship 9am, Sun. 
Fellowship 10am, Sun. School 
10:30am.

Kathy J. Nelson
(612) 219-8644

Becker Office: 12390 Sherburne Ave 
www.realtor-kathynelson.com

RYAN HUBBARD
763-263-8334 

RESIDENTIAL  • COMMERCIAL - AGRICULTURAL

6715 125th Ave - Clear Lake, MN
320.743.2387 • Cell: 320.290.9843

Scott & Tonia Ulsby

KEN GEROUX CONSTRUCTION
C O R P O R A T I O N

Integrity • Excellence
Uncompromising Customer Satisfaction

Lic. #BC002757
Big Lake • 763-263-6878

Pizza, Wings & More

Order Online!

Becker Pizza Depot
The Area’s Best Pizza -- Ask Anyone!

14281 Bank Street, Becker • 763-262-2700
www.BeckerPizzaDepot.com • Facebook: Pizza Depot

Pizza, Wings & More

763-262-1454
Becker, MN

763-452-2500
Big Lake, MN

320-743-2204
Clear Lake, MN

FUNERAL HOME • CREMATION SERVICES
www.williamsdingmann.com

FAMILY FUNERAL HOMES

Becker 763-261-4200  |  Princeton 763-389-4099
Monticello 763-271-7177

www.sherburnestatebank.com

Your Hometown Bank

Sherburne
State Bank

Member 
FDIC

290 EAGLE LAKE RD. N. BIG LAKE
763-263-3262 • WWW.CORNEROAKSDENTAL.COM

Dr. Reed Dill 
& Dr. Laura Dill

FAMILY & COSMETIC DENTISTRY

16455 122nd St Becker MN 55308

763-263-9471

This space 
can be yours!
763-275-0275

763- 262-6500
quality cars, trucks & vans

www.dansofbiglake.com

24 
HOUR

Towing & recovery

19640 200th Ave., Big Lake

This space 
can be yours!
763-275-0275

• Family Owned 
    & Operated
• Light, Medium and 
    Heavy Duty  Towing 

• Lockouts 
• Jump Starts 
• Winch Recovery

www.bobstowingandrecovery.com

• BIG LAKE 
• ELK RIVER 
• MONTICELLO Big Lake

 763-263-6350
parkdental.com

ADVERTISE IN OUR CHURCH DIRECTORY! CALL THE PATRIOT TO FIND OUT HOW @ 763.275.0275

By Bill Morgan, 
Staff Writer

Last month, Becker 
High School hosted their 
annual Homecoming week 
and activities, culminating 
with crowning of royalty 
and the football team beat-
ing Big Lake in sections.

Homecoming week 
began Monday, Nov. 9 
which included “Pajamas 
Day” where students were 
allowed to dress up(?) 
in their favorite jammies 
outfits for the school day. 
Tuesday was “Wacky Hair 
Day”, Wednesday was 
“Camo Day”, Thursday 
was “Pink Out” day and 
Friday was “Decades Day”.

That week included a 
Veteran’s Day tribute on 
Wednesday, Nov. 11 where 
students and families en-
joyed a virtual program in 
honor of those who served 
this great country.

Wednesday was also 
coronation where 12 stu-
dents (six boys, six girls) 
learned who would be 
prince, princess, queen and 
king of this year’s Home-
coming. The six boys in-
cluded Caden DeWall, 

Luke Eigen, Teddy Hal-
vorson, Tommy Halvorson, 
Lukas Paulson and Ethan 

Wilson.
The girls were com-

prised of Julia Bengtson, 

Gretchen Graftaas, Megan 
Kardell, Kady Lindbom, 
Courtney Nuest and Kailey 
Peterson.

DeWall and Graftaas 
were named prince and 
princess and Bengtson and 
Wilson were named queen 
and king.

On Thursday and Fri-
day of that week, several 
students and athletes sten-

ciled words and images on 
people’s vehicles in a drive-
thru format. The “paint” 
used was not permanent 
and easily washed off but 
the donations to support 
tackling cancer were appre-
ciated.

Also on Thursday near 
the concessions stand at the 
football field, pork chops 
were sold in a drive-up set-

ting and was very success-
ful.

In an interesting twist 
to the story, Ethan Wilson’s 
grandpa, Gary Cox, was 
also a Becker High School 
Homecoming king back in 
1971! See the unique story 
by Katie Cantin on page 1 
of the Patriot!

ETHAN WILSON (L) and Julia Bengtson (R) were 
named king and queen at last month’s coronation. (Submit-
ted Photo).

Wilson, Bengtson named Homecoming King and Queen 

KING ETHAN WILSON AND QUEEN JULIA BENGTSON sat behind Prince Caden 
DeWall and Princess Gretchen Graftaas while the rest of the Homecoming royalty looked on. 
(Standing, left to right) Tommy Halvorson, Lukas Paulson, Luke Eigen and Teddy Halvor-
son. The girls included Kailey Peterson, Courtney Nuest, Megan Kardell and Kady Lindbom. 
(Submitted Photo).

on Dwight Lundeen’s first football team. Lundeen is still coaching football today.
Cox said that he thinks the reason that both he and his grandson were named kings is 

because they both love people. The key to winning, he said, is to be kind and respectful 
to the other students. Both grandpa and grandson love to have fun with everyone around 
them, encourage them, and give them energy. Cox also thinks their faith helps them to be 
kind and friendly to others.

Cox said he is very excited for his grandson’s win.

KINGS  from  page 1

2020’s Best Holiday Gifts for Healthy Living
StatePoint

Personal wellness is 
top of mind for many peo-
ple these days, making 
some of the most thought-
ful holiday gifts those that 
enable friends and families 
to live healthy, eco-friendly 
lives.

Let this gift round-up 
be your guide to 2020’s best 
holiday gifts for healthy liv-
ing:

Healthy Indoor Air
Between dust, pet dan-

der, mold and other pollut-
ants, indoor air quality can 
actually be more contam-

inated than outside air in 
some cases. However, you 
can give the gift of cleaner, 
healthier air at home with 
a small air purifier such as 
the Molekule Air that oper-
ates quietly to trap indoor 
allergens and pollutants. 
Its carrying handle makes 
it easy to tote it from room 
to room, letting it perform 
its magic throughout the 
house. Give this gift alone 
or pair it with an air quality 
monitor that reports on the 
levels of the most common 
indoor air pollutants.

Clean Water
Unlike other pitchers 

for the home, the LifeStraw 
Home Water Filter Pitcher 
protects against over 30 
contaminants, including 
bacteria, parasites, micro-
plastics, lead, mercury, 
chemicals, dirt, sand and 
cloudiness to improve taste 
and provide healthier, safer 
water. Its sleek and sustain-
able design makes this a 
stylish gift option, whether 
you select the BPA-free or 
glass model.

This is also a gift that 
gives back in more than 
one way. Not only does 
it help reduce single-use 
plastic waste, but also, for 

every LifeStraw product 
purchased, a child in need 
receives access to safe 
drinking water for an entire 
year through the brand’s 
Give Back program. To 
shop and learn more, visit 
lifestraw.com.

Eco-Friendly Fitness
Encourage healthy 

movement and sustainabil-
ity with an eKo Mat from 
Manuduka. These yoga 
mats are made from biode-
gradable natural tree rub-
ber, are manufactured with 
zero waste and are free of 
toxic chemicals, dyes and 
phthalates. The brand also 

carries blocks, cushions, 
bolsters, straps and apparel 
made from sustainable 
and post-consumer recy-
cled materials -- basically 
everything your favorite 
eco-conscious yogi needs 
to support their practice.

Fresh Cooking
Fresh herbs add zest 

and depth to meals and are 
a chock full of vitamins and 
nutrients. Unfortunately, 
store-bought herbs don’t 
stay fresh all that long. By 
gifting the Indoor Herb 
Garden Kit from Moun-
tainlily Farm however -- 
which includes sweet basil, 

sage, dill, chives, cilantro 
and flat leaf parsley -- you 
can give the home chefs in 
your life the ability to grow 
their own constant source 
of these delicious, healthful 
ingredients. What’s more, 
herbs are often sold in 
wasteful packaging, so an 
herb kit also helps reduce 
one’s plastic waste foot-
print.

This holiday season, 
give the gift of wellness 
and help your loved ones 
live healthy and sustainable 
lives.

Support your area merchants! 
Keep the local economy robust!
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Why is your local 
newspaper so important?
Where else can you find articles about your 

school, your government, your student’s 
activities or local businesses?

Stay informed. Stay local. Stay smart.

Real Estate

12390 Sherburne Ave., Becker

Lisa Senger
612.991.8620

Kathy Nelson
612.219.8644

Stan Herkenhoff
612.219.8124

Milissa Johnson 
320.266.7413

Boulder Crossing
• 15 lots to choose from
• Riverview lots available
• 2.6 - 5 acre lots
• Buy now and build in 
   the spring
• Call Stan or visit our website 
    at BoulderCrossing.com

www.EdinaRealty.com

GREATER CLEAR LAKE, CLEARWATER, 
BECKER AND BIG LAKE AREA

Call Today!
Premier 
Listing 
Specialists 
for...

• Waterfront
• Residential
• Acreage
• Hobby     
   Farms

If you’re 
thinking 

about selling 
— Don’t wait!

Ask about 
our proven 
results and 
WOW   factor 

service. 
— Splinter 

Team

Jim Splinter 
Realtor®

320-980-0560

Ron Sherwood 
Realtor®

763-442-5949

Rick Seagraves 
Realtor®

320-282-5656

Nancy Loidolt 
Realtor®

651-235-3709

Patrick Splinter
Realtor®

320-282-5656

Incredible sunset views over 
Buffalo Lake. Almost 1/2 acre lot 
with north patio. Cozy 3 season 
porch with wainscoting and an 
abundance of windows. New 
roof, HW maple floors cover 
most of the main floor. Currently 
they are carpeted. Formal dining 
with plate tray and a touch of 
beveled glass. Upstairs features 
4 BR & full bath. Oversized,  
insulated and heated garage has 
been used during holidays for 
ping pong tournaments. Large 
office area off the garage and a 
ramp to the basement. $219,00. 
MLS # 5676245. $219,000. Call 
Nancy Loidolt at Edina Realty, 
651-235-3709

PENDIN
G

LIST YOUR 
HOME 

WITH US!

2 BR, 2 bath, 2 car garage. Open floor plan provides plenty of space for family and 
friends, lots of natural light. Family room fireplace, sunroom with views of the 
oversized yard and opens up to the patio. Master BR has private bath & huge walk 
in closet. Clearwater Estates has their own park on the Mississippi River, perfect for 
views and walks. 122 Bluebird Lane, Clearwater, MN. $229,900. MLS #: 5662994.

PENDIN
G

Quality Building Supplies 
at Affordable Prices

Since 1975

BOOK YOUR ORDER!

Call for a FREE estimate
117th Ave., Milaca

(north end of Milaca off Central Ave)

BUILDING
$PECIAL$

320-983-6304 • 1-800-818-1846

LATCHAM-LIND LUMBER &
POST FRAME BUILDINGS

WWW.STCLOUDHRA.COM

•  2 BR $640, 3 BR $800
•  Controlled Entrance
•  w/Video Surveillance
•  Section 8 Welcome
•  Patio/Deck • D/W
•  Microwave

Garage, Heat,
Water/Sewer & Trash

Included in Rent

• 1 BR - $587 • FREE Wi-Fi
• Heat, Electric & A/C
•  Controlled Entrance

w/Video Surveillance
• Elevator & Ramp
• Screened Patio
• Community Room
• Section 8 Welcome

Small Pets 
allowed in all 
Apartments!

RIVERSIDE APARTMENTS
Senior Apartment Community 55+

101 RIVERSIDE DR SE, ST. CLOUD, MN

WESTWOOD VILLAGE APARTMENTS
SAVANNA AVE, ST. CLOUD, MN

PPLLEEaassee  CCAALLLL  JJOOYYCCEE  332200--  225522--00888800

BEAUTIFUL APARTMENT LIVING
AT A PRICE YOU CAN AFFORD

BEAUTIFUL APARTMENT LIVING
AT A PRICE YOU CAN AFFORD
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CL/County News
By Mark Kolbinger, 
Contributing Writer

Tuesday evening, 
Nov. 17, was a milestone 
achievement for the Clear 
Lake Township Board as 
they held their first meeting 
in the new town hall.  

With more space and 
more technological capabil-
ities than their old hall, the 
new building proved to be 
a success for the audience 
as they were able to fol-
low along with the agenda.  
Gone were the projector 
and screen, replaced with 
television monitors that al-
lowed the audience to view 
the happenings in a more 
engaged manner.

Superv i so r  Bud 
Stimmler updated the board 
on the park and noted that 
although the weather has 
turned cold, there is in-
creased activity at the 
location because of the sur-
rounding housing develop-
ment and the new hall.  He 
believes this will also allow 
residents to keep an eye on 
the building even though it 
has security cameras and 
other safety features.

The board approved 

a partial pay request for 
work that has been done on 

the new structure and they 
noted there are just some 
minor final items to be ac-
complished.

The board also dis-
cussed a utility permit ap-
plication for 90th St. and 
decided to send notice to 
residents of the Sherwood 
Shores development re-
garding the road resurfac-
ing project slated for next 
spring.

In new business, the 
board was joined by John 
Mocol, representing the 
Minnesota Association 
of Townships Insurance 
Trust.  Mocol reviewed 
the coverages for the new 

building and also noted 
that the timing of the board 

was perfect in terms of 
construction because prices 
have increased dramatically 
since last spring.  There is 
no way the board could cur-
rently construct the hall for 
the price they committed to 
last spring.  As such, Mocol 
will be adjusting the value 
for the building upward as 
needed to ensure proper 
coverages.

Next, the board re-
viewed the process for the 
MN Dept. of Revenue’s 
Board of Equalization 
meeting that will occur in 
the spring.  Each year, the 
township holds the appeal 
meeting where people can 

present their case for ad-
justments to their property 

evaluation.
W i l l i a m 

Risse of Geron-
imo Energy then 
addressed the 
board, seeking a 
letter of support 
for the proposed 
solar farm to be 
located within 
the township.  
Risse outlined 
the project and 
timelines for 
seeking approval 
by the MN PUC.  

Tax capacity, life expec-
tancy of the panels and 
other details were shared 
with the board and discus-
sion was held as to the ben-
efits of the project.  In the 
end, a letter of support was 
approved for the project 
moving forward.

As part of the building 
project, the board approved 
the switch from Frontier 
to Arvig for telephone and 
internet services.  Clerk 
Peggy Berger had arranged 
for training Friday on the 
new phone system.  This 
will greatly increase the 
broadband speed for the 
hall, including the Sheriff’s 

Office satellite station.
In final action, the 

board discussed the current 
COVID-19 numbers and 
will consider holding a vir-
tual meeting in December, 
based on the agenda, the 
number of expected visitors 
and current case counts.

December’s meeting is 
scheduled for Dec. 15.

Clear Lake Township holds first meeting in new hall

Submitted Article

Tanner’s Team Foun-
dation is excited to an-
nounce their first-ever “A 
Very Merry Christmas Vir-
tual Concert”.  

Join them Wed., Dec. 
16 starting at 7 p.m. for the 
video stream on the Tan-
ner’s Team Facebook page 
as well as on YouTube.  

Many talented musi-
cians will be singing their 
favorite Christmas songs 
for us including:  Michael 

Shynes, Kat Perkins, Jus-
tin Ploof, Walter’s Wheel-
house, Harper’s Chord and 
Stretch and Ted from the 
Fabulous Armadillos.  

Donations collected 
during the concert will go 
to support Tanner’s Team 
Foundation’s mission of 
helping families with chil-
dren facing a life-threat-
ening illness.  St. Cloud 
Financial Credit Union will 
be matching every $1,000 
raised during the concert, 
up to $5,000.  WJON is the 

media sponsor.  
Due to COVID-19 re-

strictions, Tanner’s Team 
Foundation, like many 
other non-profits, has had 
to cancel their biggest 
fundraisers this year in-
cluding their annual dinner 
in March and their 5K in 
June.  While their ability to 
raise money has slowed, the 
number of families in need 
has not.  

About Tanner’s 
Team Foundation  
Tanner’s Team Foun-

dation was created in 2011. 
Tanner Fuls, who was diag-
nosed at age 11 with My-
elodysplastic Syndrome, 
a form of pre-leukemia, 
passed away Nov. 27, 
2010. In the past 10 years 
the foundation has awarded 
nearly $400,000 in grants to 
more than 350 families, in 
45 Minnesota counties. 

Virtual Christmas concert for Tanner’s Team

StatePoint

It may take a little extra 
time and creativity, but a 
holiday cookie exchange 
can be held virtually and 
it’s worth the effort accord-
ing to experts.

“There’s a famous 
quote, ‘If you do what you 
love, you’ll never work 
a day in your life.’ It’s so 
true for me as I find great 
joy in developing easy, fla-
vorful recipes,” says Cindy 
Gilbert, McCormick Test 
Kitchen chef. “My friends 
have come to me for years 
requesting tips and tricks, 
and over 20 years ago, 
they anointed me the an-
nual holiday cookie ex-
change leader. This 
past year has been 
challenging, but I 
knew I wanted to 
keep the tradi-
tion alive while 
following social 
distancing guide-
lines.”

Here are Gil-
bert’s top seven 
tips on hosting your 
own virtual cookie 
exchange, along with 
her favorite delicious 
McCormick cookie picks. 

1). Keep the virtual 
guest list small and local. 
Your family and friends’ 
safety is the most important 
thing, and no one wants to 
bake a ton of cookies. Aim 
for five to 10 people.

Gingerbread Men 
Cookies – No winter hol-
iday is complete without 
gingerbread men. They’re 
cute and can be decorated 
with raisins, cinnamon red-
hot candies or royal icing.

2). Invite cookie enthu-
siasts. Invite people who 
enjoy being in the kitchen 
and welcome sharing their 
recipe secrets! Tell them 
they’re going to be shar-
ing the story behind their 
choice.

Red Velvet Crinkle 
Cookies – This tasty rec-
ipe crinkles from the con-
fectioners’ sugar, and the 
deep chocolate red color 
and taste add up to a cookie 

you’ll be proud to share.
3). Package cookies in 

separate portions. Ask par-
ticipants to package each 
serving in individual con-
tainers or resealable bags 
of six cookies per serving.

Easy Lemon Cookie 
Truffles – This is a perfect 
no-bake option. Lemon 
extract adds a bright citrus 
flavor to this easy four-in-
gredient treat that starts 
with store-bought sugar 
cookies.

4). Arrange the ex-
change. About an hour 
before the 
vir-

t u a l 
get-together, set up a table 
outside, in a cul-de-sac or 
school parking lot. Every-
one can take turns grabbing 
their cookies quickly and 
safely. Or, arrange no con-
tact porch drop-offs during 
a set time.

Holiday Meringue 
Cookies – These deli-
ciously airy, light, and low-
fat meringue cookies are 
the perfect confection for 
any holiday celebration. 
Add your favorite food col-
oring for a festive twist.

5). Request the recipes. 
Ask guests to provide a rec-
ipe card in their individual 
packages, or as the host, 
you can compile the recipes 
and share through email.

Double Ginger Ginger-
snaps – A personal favorite 
of Gilbert’s, these are a gin-

ger lover’s dream! Ground 
ginger and crystallized gin-
ger make the flavor pop on 
these cookies, which are 
crispy on the outside and 
chewy inside.

6). Share stories via 
video conference. Many 
guests like to tell the stories 
behind their cookies. By 
scheduling time to connect, 
you’ll likely hear some 
heartwarming or hilarious 
anecdotes and maybe even 
some helpful tidbits. 

Sugar Cookie Thumb-
prints with Spiced Jam – 
Inspired by a bakery treat, 

this holiday twist on a 
classic uses cinnamon 

or ginger-spiced 
jam.

7). Have 
fun. Take 
time to ask 
how ev-
e r y o n e 
has been 
and give 
them a 
c h a n c e 
to share 
what other 

traditions 
t h e y ’ r e 

planning this 
year. While 

the party is about 
cookies, it’s also 

about connecting, hav-
ing fun and picking up a 
few new recipes to try.

Pecan Cookie Balls 
– These buttery melt-in-
your-mouth cookies, also 
known as Mexican Wed-
ding Cakes, make a great 
addition to any holiday 
cookie exchange.

Find these recipes 
and more by visiting Mc-
Cormick.com/CookieEx-
change.

With a little creativity 
and the perfect cookie rec-
ipe, you can reinvent your 
favorite baking traditions 
for a safe and festive holi-
day season.

7 Tips for Hosting a Virtual 
Holiday Cookie Exchange



NOW HIRING for Big Lake, Buffalo & 
surrounding area sites 

To apply online visit:
www.divinehouse.org or call (320) 231-2738

328 SW 5th Street, Willmar, MN 56201

Starting pay $13 and up for awake hours FT & PT with
afternoon/evening shifts. Asleep overnights $10/hr. Experience 

working with people with disabilities or background in medical field 
and supervisory experience helpful but not necessary. 

We believe that all people have the right to live and work in an environment 
which provides them with pride, self-respect, friendships, and the opportunity to 

achieve success while realizing that success is defined differently for everyone. We 
feel that our job is to offer friendship, security, and guidance to those we serve.
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DIRECT CARE POSITIONS
at Paradigm Residential Services, Inc.

Try something new. Great opportunity for retired persons, 
students, or anyone wanting to contribute in helping other 

people. No Experience Required.
• Working with higher functioning indiviuals to increase life  
   skills.
• Starting pay: $12.25  $500.00 sign on bonus.
• Locations of homes: Buffalo, Monticello, Elk River, Anoka,  
   Princeton, Dayton, Champlin.
• Hours: Flexible Schedules: Evenings 3pm-10pm,  
   Weekends: Every other Sat/Sun 7am-10pm, 8am-3pm,  
   3pm-10pm or (semi live in) Friday 3pm-Sun 3pm. Or will  
   be creative to fit your schedule.
Apply online www.paraserv.org, call to set up 

an interview 763-401-1128 or email 
cyndi.vandenberg@paraserv.org

Requirements: 18yrs or older. Driver’s license, ability 
to pass a State of Minnesota Background Check.

Employment opportunities
• Caregivers – part time or casual

• Kitchen Assistant – part time or casual

We offer competitive wages, PTO 
and flexible schedules if casual.

Training is provided onsite! 
Call Stacey to inquire: 763-595-1251

www.expresspros.com/stcloudmn  • 320-251-1038
1410 W. St Germain St., St. Cloud 

• Fulfillment - light industrial - $15/hr, 1st & 2nd shifts
• Woodworking machine operators - $14/hr+ eval hire! 
• Office Asst - furniture industry - $14/hr+
• Accounting clerk - $15/hr
• Team leader - manufacturing co - direct hire
• Accounting clerk - $15/hr
• General laborers - pd training, lots of positions
• Production Workers - $13 per hour
...check our website or app for all jobs now open!

IMMEDIATE 
INTERVIEWS — 

APPLY TODAY!
Apply via 

ExpressJobs app, 
or 

expresspros.com/
stcloudmn

SHORTTERM JOBSAVAILABLE!

JOIN THE TEAM
$$$HOLIDAY CASH 

$$$

Employment

TELLER POSITION
Sherburne State Bank is looking for a Teller for 
our Becker location. Exp. preferred but not req. 

Must be available until 6 pm on weekdays & until 
noon on Saturdays. 

 Please send resume to: 
Sherburne State Bank, Attn: Eleza Sebesta

PO Box 428, Becker, MN 55308
or by email at: esebesta@sherburnestatebank.com

Why is 
your local 

newspaper 
so 

important?
Where else can you 

find articles about your 
school, your govern-
ment, your student’s 

activities or local 
businesses?

Stay informed. 
Stay local. 

Stay smart.

Big Lake Area News

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES 

 Direct Support Staff 
 Operations Program Director 
 Mental Health Specialist 
 Mental Health Program Director 

 
Dungarvin has Residential Homes across the St. Cloud Area with 
positions are available in Foley, Monticello, Clear Lake and Sauk 

Rapids! 
 

We have weekly hiring events! 
 

Not from Around here? We have opportunities across MN from Grand Rapids to 
Rochester along with 13 other states.  Visit our career page to find out more about 

positions close to you ! 

Do you desire to makes someone smile 
each day?   

Do you have a passion to engage others ?  
Are you searching for purposeful work 
with opportunities to grow within the 

company?   

Join Our Team! 
Take the first step towards enjoying your journey! 
Apply online today: www.dungarvincareers.com 

 
   
651-699-6050 
 
  www.facebook.com/dungarvin 

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES 

 Direct Support Staff 
 Operations Program Director 
 Mental Health Specialist 
 Mental Health Program Director 

 
Dungarvin has Residential Homes across the St. Cloud Area with 
positions are available in Foley, Monticello, Clear Lake and Sauk 

Rapids! 
 

We have weekly hiring events! 
 

Not from Around here? We have opportunities across MN from Grand Rapids to 
Rochester along with 13 other states.  Visit our career page to find out more about 

positions close to you ! 

Do you desire to makes someone smile 
each day?   

Do you have a passion to engage others ?  
Are you searching for purposeful work 
with opportunities to grow within the 

company?   

Join Our Team! 
Take the first step towards enjoying your journey! 
Apply online today: www.dungarvincareers.com 

 
   
651-699-6050 
 
  www.facebook.com/dungarvin 

Career Opportunities
• Direct Support Staff
• Operations Program Director
• Mental Health Specialist
• Mental Health Program Director

Dungarvin has Residential Homes across the St. 
Cloud Area with positions available in Foley, 

Monticello, Clear Lke and Sauk Rapids!

We have weekly virtual hiring events!
Not from around here? We have opportunities 

across MN from Grand Rapids to Rochester along 
with 13 other states. Visit our career page to find 

out more about positions close to you!

Join Our Team!
Take the first step towards enjoying your journey!
Apply online today: www.dungarvincareers.com

• FARM LABOR
• FULL TIME SHOP MECHANIC     

• TRACTOR OPERATOR       • EXPERIENCED WELDER
Apply in person, 1 mile east of Becker, 

137th left, 1/8 mile on left. 612-747-0163    

NOW HIRING!
KASOWSKI GROUP

BLPD receives generous 
anonymous gift (s)
By Katherine Cantin
Staff writer

Last weekend, an anon-
ymous donor gave the Big 
Lake Police Dept. $2,200 in 
cash. According to Police 
Chief Joel Scharf, the donor 
has been donating money 
for the last four years, each 
year making a larger contri-
bution.

Chief Scharf expressed 
his gratitude in a Facebook 
Post, saying, “Our officers 
are front row to all that can 
go wrong in our commu-
nity, this is such an awe-
some program allowing 
those same officers to make 
an immediate difference.”

The money will be 
given away to Big Lake 
families that are having 
a hard time making ends 
meet. Citizens can recom-
mend that the police donate 
to a specific family, or the 
officers themselves can rec-
ommend a family to receive 
a donation if the officer no-
tices they are struggling.

After Chief Scharf 
published his Facebook 
post, another donor came in 
with another $2,000. One 
of the area churches also 
donated $1,000 in Coborn’s 
gift cards.

Holiday donations can 
be made directly to the Big 
Lake Police Dept.

By Katherine Cantin
Staff writer

Mark Hedstrom will be resigning 
from the school board after serving for 
eight years in order to begin serving on 
the Big Lake Twp Board instead.

Superintendent Truebenbach is 
running to be a board member for the 
Big Lake Chamber of Commerce. He 
hopes his position on the board will 
help him become more integrated in 
the community.

The December meeting will be 
held virtually on December 17 at 6:30 
p.m. It will be preceded by the truth in 
taxation meeting at 6:00 p.m.

Students Encouraged 
to Reach Out
Ella Dotzler, student liaison, will 

be setting up an email address where 
students can contact her directly to 
let her know what is going on in the 
district. She hopes to raise awareness 
of her position as a student advocate 
and be able to streamline communica-
tion between the student body and the 
board. 

Winter Sports and 
Activities Update
Big Lake’s fall sports have come 

to a close for the season. Big Lake 
was fortunate enough to only have to 
quarantine one team over the course of 
the season. The other teams were able 
to play as much as possible, until the 
recent shutdown by Governor Walz. 
Parents drove their students to events 
in order to prevent the necessity of 
quarantines from exposure on a bus 
ride, which helped to keep the activi-
ties going. 

In-person activities for the winter 
sports season will be delayed until De-
cember 19, although there is specula-
tion that there may be further delays, 
depending on what the COVID-19 
numbers are. More information will be 
available at the December school board 
meeting.

The restrictions may change de-
pending on the activity, as well.  It’s 
also not known yet if the season’s end 
will be pushed back as well, or if it will 
remain the same. The MSHSL is work-
ing to make more information available 
to the schools.

The board discussed whether to 
pay winter coaches their full salary for 
the season, regardless of the situation 
that unfolds. In the spring, coaches 
were paid only 50% of their normal sal-
ary, since there were no spring sports. 
The reason for the difference is that the 
board saw the efforts that the coaches 
made last spring to work with the kids 
however possible. Also, it’s not known 
if there will or will not be a season, 
whereas the board knew early on last 
spring there would be no season. The 
board held off making a decision until 
more information becomes available.

COVID-19 Cases
One of the Big Lake Schools will 

be added to a list available on the Min-
nesota Department of Health (MDH) 
which lists schools that have had five or 
more cases of COVID-19 in the build-
ing. Schools will remain on the list 
until they have been under five cases 
for two weeks. MDH is publishing this 
list in the spirit of transparency.

BL Schools’ Activities Face 
Uncertain Future

OFFICERS SAM NORLIN (LEFT) AND CHRIS 
HOARD (RIGHT) posed for a photo with most of the dona-
tions the BLPD has received. At the time of the photo, some 
of the money had already been distributed to families in need. 
(Submitted photo.)



StatePoint

Health experts recom-
mend taking festivities out-
doors this holiday season, 
which means your grill may 
take center stage.

“You can master some 
impressive culinary feats on 
your grill, especially with 
hardwood pellets that add 
rich, wood-fired flavor to 
winter dishes,” says Ben 
Madden, product manager at 
Bear Mountain BBQ Woods, 
crafter of gourmet, hardwood 
pellets.

To celebrate grill-side, 
Madden offers these recom-
mendations:

Smooth and Smoky
It’s the ideal season to 

indulge in smooth, smoky 
flavoring. Achieve this robust 
flavor profile with the new 
Bourbon BBQ Craft Blend 
from Bear Mountain. Straight 
from barrel to BBQ, these 
hardwood pellets work well 
with a variety of meats, rubs 
and sauces. They’re the secret 
seasoning in this delicious 
recipe for Bourbon Pineap-
ple Glazed Ham, created by 
James Brown of GrillNation.

Total Cook Time: 
6 hours
Ingredients:
• 20-pound ham;
• 1 cup pineapple juice;
• 2-3 tablespoons 
   mustard;
• 4-5 tablespoons 
   Java House Seasoning.
For Pineapple 
Bourbon Glaze:
• 2 cups brown sugar;

• 1 cup bourbon;
• 1/4 cup pineapple juice;
• 2/3 cup pineapple, 
   chopped;
• 2 tablespoons butter, 
   unsalted;
• 4 tablespoons spicy 
   brown mustard.
Directions:
1). Thaw ham in fridge 

for 2-3 days, then in sink for 
24 hours. Once thawed, re-
move both skin and silver 
skin. Inject ham with cup 
of pineapple juice. Place in 
fridge for 12-24 hours.

2). Place at room tem-

perature for 1 hour. Then, 
cover surface with 2-3 ta-
blespoons mustard. Season 
generously with Java House 
seasoning.

3). Set smoker to 250 
degrees. Let seasoning rest 
on meat 20-30 minutes. Place 
ham in baking pan with wire 
rack. Place in smoker. Then, 
pour pineapple juice in pan.

4). Check temperature 
periodically. Spritz ham 
every 30 minutes after first 90 
minutes.

5). When internal tem-
perature is 140 degrees, make 
glaze. Place saucepan over 
medium heat for 10 minutes. 
Combine pineapple bourbon 
glaze ingredients. Simmer 
for 10 minutes. Remove from 
heat and let thicken. Glaze 
ham when internal tempera-
ture is 150-155 degrees.

6). When internal tem-
perature is 165 degrees, re-
move from smoker. Let rest 

for 20-30 minutes.
More recipes 

can be found at 
grillnationofficial.
com.

Fire and Ice
“If you hav-

en’t smoked your 
ice, you haven’t 
lived,” says Mad-
den. He’s sure 
once you try this 
Old Fashioned rec-
ipe, you’ll never 
use regular ice 
again:

Prep time: 
30 min
F r e e z e 

time:4-5 hours
Ingredients:
• Water for ice;
• Bear Mountain 
 Bourbon Craft 
 Blend Pellets;
• 2 ounces bourbon;
• 1 teaspoon water;
• 3 dashes 
   Angostura bitters;
• 1/2 teaspoon sugar;
• Orange peel for gar-

nish.
Preparation: 
1). Start grill. Set to 

smoke. Add enough water to 
aluminum baking pan to fill 
1-2 ice cube trays.

2). Smoke water for 20 
minutes (more or less, de-
pending on smokiness pref-
erence). Remove from grill. 
Pour into trays. Freeze.

3). Combine sugar, water 
and bitters in rocks glass. Stir 
until sugar dissolves.

4). Add ice to glass. Add 
bourbon. Lightly stir.

5). Run orange peel 
around glass, give quick 
squeeze and drop in. Enjoy!

Gift Grill Gear
Need stocking stuffers? 

With the huge uptick in grill-
ing sales this year, your fa-

vorite chefs will need pellets 
to go with their new grills. 
Let them select their favorite 
blends with a gift card from 
Bear Mountain.

No pellet grill? No prob-
lem. Gift Smoke ‘Ems wood 
pellet packets, which are 
added over the heat source of 
any type of grill for up to 45 
minutes of all-natural hard-
wood smoke. For gifting and 
recipe ideas, visit bearmoun-
tainbbq.com.

Not only can delicious 
holiday meals be prepared 
outdoors, incorporating 
wood-fired flavors into your 
festivities may be such a 
game-changer you make it an 
annual tradition.
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Editor’s Note: In last 
week’s coverage of the 
Big Lake girls volleyball 
matches, information for 
the final match against 
Buffalo was used from the 
StarTribune’s Hub page, 
which was incorrect. The 
page has since been cor-
rected along with  the fol-
lowing story.

The Big Lake Hornet 
volleyball team played 
their final match before the 
statewide “pause” last Fri-
day and beat a solid Buf-
falo Bison team at Buffalo 
High School.

With the win, the 
Hornets improved to 4-8, 
smack in the middle of the 
Mississippi 8 Conference 
standings behind Becker (6-
4), Cambridge-Isanti (6-3), 
North Branch (8-4) and Mon-
ticello (8-0).

The five set match 

against Buffalo saw the Bison 
capture the first two sets, 
25-22 and 29-27. Remark-
ably, Big Lake rebounded to 
win set three (25-22), then set 
four (25-13) to send the match 

to a deciding fifth game. 
In a back-to-back bat-

tle, the match came down to 
the final few points and the 
Hornets trampled the home 
team’s hopes with a 15-12 

victory and a 
three-games-
to-two win.

T h e 
H o r n e t s 
were sched-
uled to play 
Monticello 
last Monday 
and Chisago 
Lakes and 
Sartel l -St . 
Stephen last 
Tuesday, but 
the matches 
and the rest 
of the season 
is on “pause” 
due  t o 
COVID-19 
restrictions.

B i g 
Lake’s Olivia 
S t o c k h a m 
led the team 

with 104 kills followed by 
Miranda Segner with 42 and 
Mia Huberty with 37. 

Segner was the team’s 
best server, as she tallied 14 

serving aces in 28 sets played. 
Stockham was second with 
12 aces in 32 sets played and 
Emma Rezac, Carter Monson 
and Madie Clausing each had 
10 aces.

Huberty led the team in 
blocks with 13 while Claus-
ing had five and Natalie John-
son four.

Stockham recorded 
91 digs, averaging 10.1 per 
match. Monson had 80 digs, 
averaging 8.9 digs per match 
and Huberty had 75 digs, av-
eraging 8.3 per match.

Rezac led the team with 
485 ball handling attempts in 
32 sets played. She was fol-
lowed by Stockham with 221 
in 32 and Anna Lund with 
166 in 17 sets played.

Kendal Kopp led the 
Hornets with 122 serve re-
ceptions in 30 sets played. 
Following her was Huberty 
with 102 serve receptions in 
32 sets played and Monson 
with 101 in 32 sets played.

JUNIOR OLIVIA STOCKHAM spiked the ball in last week’s game 
against Becker at home. The Hornets lost to the Bulldogs 3-1 Nov. 12. (Sub-
mitted Photo).

Hornets sting Buffalo in final match

Celebrate the Holidays grill-side with these tips
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The Sherburne County 
Board met Tuesday and 
partially approved an In-
terim Use Permit for appli-
cant Paul Braun to operate 
his business, Down Range 
Training Concepts.

The board gave the 
green light to classroom in-
struction activities, as well 
as the manufacture and re-
pair of firearms.  However, 
Braun was denied the abil-
ity to test fire firearms and 
conduct live fire training 
exercises.

During the open forum 
portion at the beginning 
of the meeting, Braun ap-
peared before the board to 
address some concerns in 
the paperwork he received 
back from the county just 
the day prior.  Braun stated 
that he had less than 24 
hours to review the infor-
mation and his legal coun-
sel had yet to weigh in, but 
he noted what he believed 

were several inaccuracies 
in the county’s findings.

Braun said he is a 
long time resident of the 
county and moved to his 
current property in 2014.  
He uses his land for recre-
ational shooting purposes, 
even installing berms to 
enhance safety and was 
petitioning to occasionally 
use the range for business 
purposes.  Braun explained 
that he manufactures and 
repairs firearms and the live 
testing he would like to ac-
complish would be for ac-
tive duty law enforcement 
personnel who on occasion 
need emergency repair of 
duty weapons.  He added 
that the testing of these re-
paired firearms would con-
sist of three live fire rounds 
and would occur approxi-
mately three or four times 
a year. 

He also noted he would 
stay at the meeting to pro-
vide clarification on any 
other items the commis-
sioners had questions about 

regarding his application.
Next, the board took up 

the agenda item of the IUP 
application for Braun.  The 
Planning Advisory Board 
had earlier recommended 
denial of the entire pro-
posal, but last month the 
commissioners had directed 
staff to codify findings of 
fact, as well as conditions 
that could be imposed to 
allow certain parts of the 
IUP to be granted.

Marc Schneider , 
county planner, presented 
the board with a resolution 
detailing 48 findings of 
facts, as well as approving 
classroom instruction and 
repair and manufacture of 
firearms at the residence.  
The resolution did not pro-
vide for approval of any 
live fire testing or shooting 
of firearms as related to the 
proposed business activi-
ties.

In its findings, the 
board stated several con-
cerns which appear to be 
the basis of the denial of 

parts of the IUP. 
The resolution stated in 

part “the proposed shooting 
range has been and would 
continue to be injurious to 
the use and enjoyment of 
surrounding properties,” as 
well as “the shooting range 
mitigation area that would 
be imposed on surround-
ing properties under Minn. 
Stat. § 87A.04 will nega-
tively impact the use and 
enjoyment of those prop-
erties.”

However, in approving 
the other uses, the board 
stated that they don’t be-
lieve these same conditions 
would apply to the class-
room training and firearms 
manufacturing portion of 
the application.

After a brief discus-
sion, the commissioners 
unanimously voted to ap-
prove the resolution.  

Job Reclassifications
The board reviewed 

several job reclassifica-
tions, including moving 
a maintenance helper to 

a maintenance technician 
(mechanic).  Because of 
some custodial services 
being contracted out, a 
previous restructuring had 
already reduced personnel 
costs.  In moving this posi-
tion, there will be less than 
a $3,000 impact fo the bud-
get for the upcoming year.

The other position in-
volved moving an HHS Of-
fice Aide (grade five on the 
pay scale) to a Case Aide 
(grade eight). In 2021, HHS 
will be moving towards a 
model of a centralized so-
cial service intake, whereas 
currently six divisions are 
all doing their own intakes.  
The result will be a much 
more efficient and con-
sumer friendly interface 
with programming and staff 
in HHS.  With this change 
and a restructuring and 
more effective utilization 
of existing staff, the county 
will actually see a nearly 
$40,000 savings to the bud-
get when all positions are 
finalized.

The board unani-
mously approved the re-
configuring of staff in these 
areas.

Construction Updates
Steve Becker updated 

the board on recent con-
struction projects, including 
the remodel of the veterans 
services area which is now 
much more spacious and 
provides for a higher level 
of confidentiality.  In ad-
dition, the driver’s license 
service area is nearing com-
pletion and will be able to 
serve more residents in a 
socially distanced manner.  

The security fencing in 
the back area of the govern-
ment center is installed and 
the software is being opti-
mized to provide a more 
safe and secure zone near 
the Sheriff’s Office and jail 
location.

COVID-19 Update
HHS Director Amanda 

Larson provided the board 
with an update on the cur-
rent covid pandemic, as 
well as the early informa-

Sherburne County partially approves firearms IUP for Palmer Twp.

tion coming out on the ef-
forts to deploy any vaccines 
that receive approval from 
the federal government.

Larson reported that the 
county has now recorded 
over 6,000 infections and 
has a current positivity rate 
of 8.2%, a touch below the 
state average.  So far, 232 
residents of the county have 
been hospitalized with the 
disease.

In a startling fact, Lar-
son pointed out that it took 
174 days for the first 5,000 
county infections and the 
last 1,000 positive cases 
took just five days.

She stated that she con-
tinues to work with local 
school districts and the cur-
rent school tracking number 
is 238, which represents the 
average number of infec-
tions per 10,000 residents 
during a two week period.  
The MDE recommends 
schools utilize this number 
as one data source when 
considering which model 
of instruction to use with 
students, with any number 
over 50 leading to a rec-
ommendation of distance 
learning.

In terms of vaccine dis-
tribution, Larson doesn’t 
expect the county to be 
asked to provide the ser-
vice in the first wave of 
immunizations, but pub-
lic health staff is prepared 
to help when called upon.  
Her department recently 
took delivery of the new 
public health bus that will 
be used in vaccination ef-
forts, as well as community 
outreach for a number of 
health related endeavors.

Next, Larson gave 
a brief overview of the 
COVID-19 aware app that 
is available for download 
from the State of MN.  This 
allows users to track if they 
have been exposed to oth-
ers who are suffering from 
an infection by utilizing 
bluetooth technology.  No 
data is collected, stored or 
shared regarding the indi-
vidual person, as no per-
sonal information is entered 
into the app.

In Other Business, 
The Board:
• Heard from Adminis-

trator Bruce Messelt about 
the “appointment-only” 
status of county business 
being conducted at the gov-
ernment center;

• Agreed to place leg-
islative priorities and rep-
resentation at the state and 
federal level on the Dec. 15 
agenda;

• Reviewed the Dec. 3 
truth in taxation agenda, as 
Messelt reported fielding a 
number of calls since the 
proposed tax statements 
were mailed last week;

• Approved Assessor 
Michelle Moen’s recom-
mendation to hold the 2021 
County Board of Appeal 
and Equalization meeting 
on June 15, 2021 at 3 p.m.;

• Listened to Dan 
Weber update the status of 
the CARES Act funding, 
which included a distri-
bution of $1.39 million to 
local school districts, using 
a per pupil unit formula.
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