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BECKER POLICE 
CHIEF Brent Baloun 
was recognized for his 
fine work in 2020 by city 
council Tuesday. See the 
council story by Katie 
Cantin on page 10.

NEWS & 
ADVERTISING 
DEADLINES
NEWS DEADLINES

With the newspaper wrap up 
occurring Wednesday evening, all 
news items submitted to run that 
Saturday must reach our office by 

Wednesday morning by 11 a.m.

SPORTS DEADLINES
Coaches and assistants are 

expected to contact our sports 
writers by Wednesday morning, 
11 a.m. at the latest to have their 

information included in that 
week’s publication.

CLASSIFIEDS DEADLINES
Information for classifieds need to 
be submitted to our staff by noon 
Wednesday to be included in that 

week’s publication of the PATRIOT.

CONTACT US
LEGALS/CLASSIFIEDS/OBITS

Call 763-275-0275 
or email Kathy @ 

legals.kathy@patriotnewsmn.com

SPORTS STORIES
Call 763-275-0275 or email Bill @
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

ADVERTISING
Call 763-275-0275 

or email Mary, Carol or Heidi @ 
sales.carol@patriotnewsmn.com

WEBSITE
Check out each week’s content 

@ our website: 
www.patriotnewsmn.com

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Call 763-275-0275 
or email Kathy @ 

legals.kathy@patriotnewsmn.com

763-275-0275

INSIDE
BECKER NEWS

Becker students will be perform-
ing in an outdoor play this week-
end entitled, “10 Ways To Survive 
the Zombie Apocalypse”. See the 

full story on page 12.

BIG LAKE NEWS
Check out our story on political 

candidates for Big Lake City. 
See the story on Page 2.

CLEARWATER NEWS
Andra K Salon in Clearwater is 
hosting an Open House for the 

grand opening of their brand new 
facility. See the story on Page 4.
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By Bill Morgan, 
Staff Writer

Eric Trump, the sec-
ond youngest son of Presi-
dent Donald Trump, hosted 
a campaign rally for his 
father last Thursday in 
Becker that yielded well 
over 700 excited guests.

The event took place 
on the grounds of T.J. Pot-
ter Trucking in the Becker 
Business Park. Seating was 
first allotted for 250-300 
people, but as the hordes 
lined up and waves of red, 
white and blue hats, shirts 
and banners cascaded 
across the parking lot, vol-

unteers quickly scram-
bled to set up new rows 
of chairs in the venue.

Eric Trump was 
embarking on a Make 
America Great Again 
campaign through Min-
nesota and Wisconsin, 
Oct. 1. His second rally 
was to take place in 
Rothschild, WI later 

that evening.

Before the main 
speaker arrived, Rep. Paul 
Novotny gathered the spec-
tators, who bowed their 
heads and removed their 
MAGA hats in a solemn 
prayer to kick things off. 
Rep. Shane Mekeland fol-
lowed that gesture by in-
viting all guests to face the 
giant American flag on dis-
play and recite the Pledge 
of Allegiance.

Jennifer Carnahan, 
chair for the Republican 
Party of Minnesota and 
wife of U.S. Representa-
tive from Minnesota’s 1st 
congressional district, Jim 
Hagedorn, spent some 15 
minutes or so stirring up 
the crowd by speaking of 

the party’s platform and 
her excitement for the Eric 
Trump visit.

Becker Mayor Tracy 
Bertram had the honor of 
thanking the guests for at-
tending and for introducing 
Eric Trump to the enthu-
siastic crowd on a stage 
flanked by semi trucks and 
large American flags hang-
ing from cranes.

Eric Trump’s speech 
began by thanking Bertram 
and Carnahan, then imme-
diately stoked the crowd by 
saying his father intends to 
win the election along with 
winning the State of Min-
nesota. 

“We love this country 
and we are going to fight 

and we are going to win 
this thing,” he said. “And 
you know what, we lost 
this state by one percent in 
2016 and I am very mad at 
all of you, we lost this state 
in 2016 and I can tell you 
we are going to win it this 
time, we’re going to win it 
this time.”

Minnesota is a key 
state in the 2020 Presiden-
tial election and has been 
visited numerous times by 
both President Trump and 
former Vice-President Joe 
Biden.

Eric Trump blasted at-
tempts at voter fraud, Ilhan 
Omar and Mayor Jacob 

ERIC TRUMP energized the Becker crowd last Thursday as he campaigned for his father at a visit to T.J. Potter Trucking in Becker. (Photo by Bill 
Morgan).

Trump rally in Becker draws 700+

Submitted Article

As in the past, 
the Big Lake Cham-
ber of Commerce and 

Industry is pleased to 
announce that the Big 
Lake Political Candi-
dates Forum will be 

held Mon., Oct. 19 
from 6-9 p.m. at 
the Big Lake High 
School Auditorium. 

Registration and a 
“meet and greet” the 
candidates begin at 6 
p.m. with the candi-
dates of the first race 
answering questions 
at 6:30 p.m.  Races 
and candidates 
(given in alphabeti-
cal order) invited to 

attend include:
• Big Lake Town-

ship: Bruce Aubol, Dean 
Brenteson, Eric Rosa, Mark 
Hedstrom and Judy Wilts;

• Big Lake Mayor:  
Paul Knier and Mike Wal-
len;

• Big Lake Coun-
cil:  Ketti Green, Sam 
Hanson, Ken Halverson, 
Alan Heidemann and Paul 
Seefeld;

• Big Lake School 
Board: Katelyn Anne 
Bland, Barbara Chaffee, 
Lori Kampa, Tony Scales 
and Amber Sixberry;

• State Representative 
District 30A:  Chad Hobot 
and Paul Novotny;

• State Senate District 
30: Mary Kiffmeyer and 
Diane Nguyen;

• US Representative 

UPCOMING
MORE CANDIDATE PROFILES

Keep checking back each week 
leading up to the general election 

in November to see candidate 
profiles for Becker and Big Lake 

cities, state office and county 
elections. Election Day is right 

around the corner!

AMERICAN LEGION 
CENTURY MAGAZINE

What an honor it is for Patriot 
staff to bring to our readers a 

very special tribute to America’s 
veterans. Keep an eye out for a 

guide packed with stories of local 
heroes, the history of the Legion 

and much, much more. Our guide, 
entitled FOR GOD AND COUNTRY, 
will hit mailboxes in November!

FOOTBALL/VOLLEYBALL
The high school football and 
volleyball seasons got their 

seasons underway this week. 
Check back in next week’s Patriot 

for full coverage on the games 
and matches from Becker and 

Big Lake!

Big Lake Chamber 
to host political 
candidates forum By Katherine Cantin,

Contributing writer

This election cycle, 
there were not many candi-
dates running for the cities 
of Clear Lake and Clearwa-
ter, so they are combined in 
the profiles below.

City of Clear 
Lake Candidates
Stefany Janish
Stefany Janish is run-

ning for Clear Lake City 
Council. She is married and 
has four children. She has 
an occupation as a photog-
rapher, and she has earned 
an AA degree.

Public Safety: “I hope 
to create a safe, inclusive 
community for our families 
to raise our children.”

Community outreach: 
“I will work to help make 
decisions that support and 
further benefit our commu-
nity.”

Karen White 
Karen White has  lived 

in Clear Lake for 15 years. 
She is married with two 
children, and she works at 
Heritage Millwork in Ram-
sey.

Community outreach: 
“I am running for city coun-
cil because with two young 
children I wanted to get 
more involved.” 

Growth: “I enjoy the 
small town feel of Clear 
Lake, and want to help cre-
ate improvements in the 
community.”

Tim Goenner
Tim Goenner is run-

ning unopposed as mayor 
of Clear Lake. We were un-
able to reach Mr. Goenner 
to fill out our questionnaire.

City of Clearwater 
Candidates
Lindsey Luhmann

Clear Lake/Clearwater 
City Candidate profiles

Vote Nov. 3rd

Shane 
Mekeland

District 15B 
Representative

Andrew 
Mathews

District 15 
Senate

• BACK THE BLUE 
• LAW AND ORDER 

• FOLLOW THE CONSTITUTION
Paid for by Andrew Mathews for Senate, PO Box 193, Princeton, MN 55371

Paid for by Shane Mekeland for MN House of Representatives, PO Box 176, Becker, MN 55308

VOTE LIBERTY  = LESS GOVERNMENT

TRUMP to page 3

PROFILES to page 3FORUM to page 4
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By Katherine Cantin
Contributing Writer

Ketti Green
Ketti Green is running 

for Big Lake City Coun-
cil. Green and her husband, 
Greg, have a large family of 
three daughters, two sons-in-
law, and three grandsons. She 
is a high school graduate and 
currently works as an office 
assistant at Sherburne County 
Sheriff’s Office. She is a US 
Navy Veteran and has served 
on the Big Lake Planning 
Commission for 14 years.

Growth: “Big Lake has 
much to offer. I will support-
staff to promote our city to 
future residential and com-
mercial developers to grow 
Big Lake, which will benefit 
us all.”

Public Safety: “Big Lake 
is one of the safest cities in 
Minnesota. I will support first 
responders while ensuring 
continued fiscal accountabil-
ity in our police and fire de-
partments.”

Budgeting: “Big Lake 
has reduced its outstanding 
debt significantly. I will work 
to ensure this continues.”

Communication: “I will 
make decisions based on 
what’s best for Big Lake. I 
will not put party politics or 
personal agendas ahead of 
your best interests. As the 
only female candidate, I 
bring a unique perspective to 
the council.”

Ken Halverson
Ken Halverson is run-

ning for the Big Lake City 
Council 2-year seat. He and 
his wife, Julie, have one son, 
Tyler. He has worked as a 
truck driver and served for 
30 years as a member of the 
fire dept. He graduated from 
Monticello High School, and 
though he has no degree, he 
has earned many certifica-

tions and has attended several 
college classes.

Growth: “We should talk 
to neighboring towns to see 
how we compare with our 
codes, ordinances, etc. From 
talking to members who deal 
directly with these codes, ours 
are stringent enough that they 
push many potential busi-
nesses away.” 

“With my experience of 

coaching youth baseball and 
football, I feel the City of Big 
Lake would benefit if they 
had city-owned ball fields. 
Ball fields are able to draw 
in revenue through organiza-
tions leasing out our fields.” 

“As a home-owner, 
living in the City of Big 
Lake for over 30 years, 
I have seen a need for 
“move-up” housing. 
I believe many fam-
ilies want to be here, 
but there is a lack of 
housing after those of 
starter homes which 
pushes families to 
leave our town.”

Budgeting: “I plan 
to maintain funding for 
our police and fire depart-
ment as these are critical as-
pects to our great community. 
While I was the chief of the 
fire department I worked di-
rectly with our budget and 
worked towards keeping 
all our firefighters properly 
equipped and trained, made 
improvements on our build-
ing and still took priority to 
stay within our budget.” 

Government: “One thing 
I see a need for is a drawback 
on government overreach. 
While I feel we need ordi-
nances, permits, etc. right 
now I believe we have some 
that infringe on your rights. 
When elected I will hear your 
concerns and represent you to 
the best of my ability.”

Sam Hanson
Sam Hanson is running 

for City Council. He and his 
wife, Jenny, are expecting 
their first baby in March. He 
works as a sales, communica-
tion, and marketing manager 
at North Country Recycling. 
He majored in accounting and 
business at St. Cloud State 
University.

Public Safety: “When 
most people think of public 
safety, police, fire and EMS 
come to mind. However, 
engineering, building and 
code enforcement is often 
overlooked when the subject 
comes up. Our engineering 
and building officials are 
our city’s first line of de-
fense. Their job is to ensure 
all roadways and structures 
in our city are held to high 
standards. Without them, 
our first responders’ jobs are 
much more dangerous. I will 
promote and maintain integ-
rity among all who serve our 
city’s public safety. With my 
first child on the way, I want 
to make this city as safe as 
possible for you family as 
well as mine.”

Transparency: “Over the 
last year, I have been witness 
to many decisions that di-

rectly impact the residents of 
Big Lake.  I promise to be an 
open book and offer details 
about every decision I make 
if elected.”

Budgeting: “Due to 
some unforeseen expenses in 
our city’s past, we have ac-
crued quite a large debt. Over 
the last few years, city staff 
and Council have made great 
strides in paying down our 
debt. If elected I will ensure 
we continue on this down-
ward trend and maintain fis-
cal responsibility within our 
city by voting against unsub-
stantiated spending.”

Taxes: “Taxes help pro-
vide and maintain our quality 
of life and our great sense of 
safety in our beautiful city. It 
will be my goal to bring new 
industry and business to our 
community, provide more 
step-up housing for our grow-
ing families, and promote our 
community.” 

Alan Heidemann
Alan Heidemann is run-

ning for Big Lake City Coun-
cil. He and his wife, Rachael, 
have one son, Wyatt. He 
works as a project manager 
for Kurita Water in St. Mi-
chael. He graduated from Elk 
River High School and has 
an AA from Anoka Ramsey 
Community College. He was 
the vice-chair of the planning 
commission in Monticello, he 
is the current chair of the Big 
Lake planning commission, 
and he is the president of the 
Big Lake Economic Develop-
ment Authority.

Budgeting: “I think the 
City and its departments have 
done a good job in stretching 
every dollar the city takes in 
and spending it as wisely as 
possible while paying down 
debt very effectively. I feel 
this needs to be constantly 
monitored and addressed to 
ensure our tax dollars are 
being spent wisely.”

Public Safety: “We are 
blessed in Big Lake to be 
considered one of the safest 

communities in the state of 
Minnesota. We need to be 
proactive in maintaining this 
status by ensuring our police 
and firefighters have the re-
sources they need to effec-

tively perform their jobs in 
the community.”

Growth: “Let’s 
get out of the way 
of business to en-
courage growth 
and new busi-
ness in Big 
Lake. We are 
currently un-
dertaking some 
aspect of this 

with the Code 
Revision Task 

force. The task force 
will streamline our 

city code and bring it up 
to date with what the market 

is driving. This will ultimately 
make it easier for new busi-
nesses to open and for current 
businesses to expand.” 

Communication: “I be-
lieve anyone who represents 
the citizens in government 
should be voted for and not 
appointed. That being said 
if elected I will advocate for 
putting language into the city 
code on a special election vs. 
appointment. This will create 
a concrete standard in which 
any current or future city 
councils will follow and make 
the process not only transpar-
ent but black and white with 
no grey area.”

Paul Knier
Paul Knier is running 

for mayor of Big Lake. He 
and his wife, Julie, have been 
married for 27 years and have 
five children. He currently 
works as the president of a 
financial advisory firm. He 
has a business degree from 
the University of Minnesota 
Carlson School of Manage-
ment. He is currently serving 
as a member of the Big Lake 
City council.

Public Safety: “Our po-
lice and fire departments are 
two of Big Lake’s biggest 
assets.  Whereas other cities 
across the country have seen 
conflict between citizens and 
the police force in recent 
years, Chief Scharf has built a 
solid reputation for the force 
among the citizenry of Big 
Lake. As your mayor, I will 
work to ensure both the police 
and fire departments have the 
resources they need to keep 
Big Lake safe.”

Budgeting: “As Mayor, 
I’ll look at every spending de-
cision with a critical eye to its 
necessity, taking into account 
the needs of City Hall and the 
taxpayers. I believe economic 

YOUR LOCAL AGENTS — 
READY TO SERVE YOU AND YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS

Becker Office: 12390 Sherburne Ave • bhgallseasons.com • 763-262-1144 • Monticello Office: 520 Pine ST. 
ALL SEASONS

Lisa Senger
612.991.8620

Kathy Nelson
612.219.8644

Kris Schwickerath
 763.370.9452

Milissa Johnson 
320.266.7413

Stefanie Spillum
763.202.3029

I WANT YOU!
I need a seller in Becker School 

District, preferable on acreage with a 
minimum of 2.5 acres up to 10 acres. 
I need at least 3+ bedrooms and 2+ 
baths. I have a family that is ready, 

willing & able to buy if your home is 
$350,000 or less. Let’s talk. 

Call Stan today!

Stan Herkenhoff
612.219.8124
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“71 Years of Gold 
Buying Experience”

Loch Jewelers 09-19-20.indd   1Loch Jewelers 09-19-20.indd   1 9/15/20   2:50 PM9/15/20   2:50 PM

13934 1ST SE, BECKER 763-261-9921

OFF SALE: STOP IN AND CHECK OUT
OUR WINE AND LIQUOR SPECIALS

HORSERACES & MEAT RAFFLE
OUR NEW HOURS ARE: 

SUN., MON., TUESDAY 11 AM - 10PM; 
WED., THURS., 11 AM - 1 AM; 

FRI., SAT., 10 AM - 1AM

every Friday night!

Keller Lake Commons in Big Lake, now an Assisted Living Community 
offering full apartments ranging from 644 to 956 square feet. Cable is 

included in rents for private pay and GRH renters. Accepting EW and CADI. 
For more information please contact Nicole Gilder, Housing Director at 

763-263-2363 or check us out online at www.kellerlakecommons.com

Election News

We are excited to welcome Terra Bruns! 
Terra is originally from the Royalton area 
and has worked in the dental industry the 
last 15 years. She values hard work, honesty 
and prides herself on building trust and 
friendships with her clients. When not work-
ing, you can find Terra spending time with 
family, in the community or decorating her 
home. She is dedicated to helping her clients 
with all their real estate needs. Welcome to 
the team Terra!

www.HallerRealtyHomes.com

 Becker Office - 12908 1st St, Becker
Sauk Rapids Office - 1310 2nd Street N

Terra Bruns
Cell: 763-688-0788

Office: 763-207-6683
Terra@HallerRealtyHomes.com 

Real Estate

14068 Bank St., becker
(ACROSS FROM SHERBURNE STATE BANK)

Hours: Sun-Thurs 11am-9pm Fri & Sat 11am-10pm

DINE IN ONLY! • MUST PRESENT 

COUPON • ONE COUPON PER VISIT
DINE IN ONLY! • MUST PRESENT 

COUPON • ONE COUPON PER VISIT

763-275-0270

 $50 or 
more!

$10 OFF$10 OFF
EXPIRES: OCT. 24, 2020

URBINO 
Rocker 

Recliners

TABLE & 
4 CHAIRS
$799

Reclining 
sofa $699

(7140088)

Love Seat 
$669

(7140094)

Reclining 
sofa $499

(6520288)

Love Seat w/
counsel $499

(6520294)

Reclining 
sofa $799

(9750188)

Love Seat w/
counsel $769

(9750194)

SALE 
PRICE

SALE 
PRICE

SALE 
PRICE

www.EdinaRealty.com

GREATER CLEAR LAKE, CLEARWATER, 
BECKER AND BIG LAKE AREA

Call Today!
Premier 
Listing 
Specialists 
for...

• Waterfront
• Residential
• Acreage
• Hobby     
   Farms

If you’re 
thinking 

about selling 
— Don’t wait!

Ask about 
our proven 

results 
and WOW   

factor 
service. 

— Splinter 
Team

Jim Splinter 
Realtor®

320-980-0560

Ron Sherwood 
Realtor®

763-442-5949

Rick Seagraves 
Realtor®

320-282-5656

Nancy Loidolt 
Realtor®

651-235-3709

Patrick Splinter
Realtor®

320-282-5656

West-facing sunsets, sandy beach, renovated deck overlooking 
Pleasant Lake. Quiet cul-de-sac, only 2 minutes from Annandale. New 
windows, doors, flooring, stainless appli., light fixtures, remodeled bath 
w/heated floor, plumbing, elect., spray foam, granite countertops & 
more. Turn-key, premium dock & huge parking area for guests or camper 
& full0size unfinished basement. Connected to city water/sewer (rare 
on lakeshore property), 1/3-acre lot. MLS#5650065. 546 Lakeshore 
Circle, Annandale, MN. 

$349,950!$349,950!

Watch the sunrise & enjoy the front porch in the quiet area of Clearwater 
(605 Main Street).Close to I-94 for quick commute. Walk to the park 
where the Clearwater River flows into the Mississippi. Great fishing off 
the shore. This home has had extensive remodeling including updated 
windows; but needs a little TLC. Walk to grocery store and restaurants, 
check out old style meat market or rent a kayak and float the nearby 
Mississippi River. Original flooring, woodwork and stairway add 
character. Large 2 car garage w/storage above. MLS# 5638633

$190,000!$190,000!

PRICE REDUCED TOPRICE REDUCED TO

Big Lake City Council Candidates

CANDIDATES to page 3
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Save even more with Geo-Thermal!
 Call & ask us how!

Call 320.253.4859   www.MechEnergy.comHEATING

PLUMBING

Call 320.253.4859 MechEnergy.com

COOLING

ELECTRIC

We believe your home should be safe, comfortable, durable                   

with continuing education and training to ensure we are offering             
the very latest in comfort solutions.

Heating, Cooling, Plumbing, & Electrical

L OC A L  P L U M B IN G  S P E C IA L IS TYour Heating, Cooling, Plumbing and Electrical experts

7

YOUR HEATING, COOLING, PLUMBING & ELECTRICAL EXPERTS

935 Clearwater Professional Building
((332200))  555588--22220011

Tues: 10:30 - 6:30 • Wed., Fri.: 8:30 - 4:30
ALSO: 1500 Northway Drive, St. Cloud

Member of American
Academy of Dental

Group Practice

“A Reason to
Smile!”

Jeff Flemming, DDS
Brent Deragisch, DDS

BUSINESS  & 
PROFESSIONAL 

SERVICES DIRECTORY

Dental

Cattle from our private stock - farm fresh. corn fed Angus Beef. Call to Place Your Order! 

BEEF SIDES 
S3391b 

Rump Roast 
Round or Cube Steak 
Sirloin Tip Steak or Roast 
Ground Beef, 80 lb. 
Chuck Blade Roast or Steak 
Chuck Arm Roast 
Prime Rib Roast or 

Rib Steak 

BEEF FRONTS 
1/4s S3391b 
Chuck Blade Roast 

or Steak 
Beef Roast Cross Rib 
Ground Beef - avg. 50 lbs. 
Short Ribs 'optional 
Soup Bone 'optional 
Stew Meat 'optional 

::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::'.:::::::::: 

Porterhouse Steak 
T-Bone Steak 
Sirloin Steak 

Short Ribs "optional 
Stew Meat 'optional 
Soup Bone "optional 

Chuck Arm Roast 
Prime Rib Roast or 

Rib Steak 

BEEF HINDS 
1/4s S3591b 
Porterhouse Steak 
T-Bone Steak 
Sirloin Steak 
Rump Roast 
Round or Cube Steak 

Sirloin Tip Steak 
or Roast 

Ground Beef, 50 lb. 
Soup Bones *optional 
Stew Meat 'optional 

We are a full service Beef 

BEEF_SPllTS 
1/2s 

S3441b 
& Pork processing plant. ':_:!II��,�-Call far details �..il! � l,..c; - � 

BEEF SIDES
$325 lb

Rump Roast
Round or Cube Steak
Sirloin Tip Steak or Roast
Ground Beef, 80lb.
Chuck Blade Roast or Steak
Prime Rib Roast or Rib 
Steak
Short Ribs *optional
Stew Meat *optional
Soup Bone *Optional

Porterhouse Steak
T-Bone Steak
Sirloin Steak

BEEF FRONTS
$325 lb

Chuck Blade Roast or Steak
Chuck Aim Roast
Prime Rib Roast or Rib 
Steak

1/4s
Beef Roast Cross Rib
Ground Beef, avg. 50lbs.
Short Ribs *optional
Soup Bone *optional
Stew Meat *optional

BEEF HINDS
$345 lb

Porterhouse Steak
T-Bone Steak
Sirloin Steak
Rump Roast
Round or Cube Steak

1/4s
Sirloin Tip Steak or Roast
Ground Beef, avg. 50lbs.
Short Ribs *optional
Soup Bone *optional
Stew Meat *optional

SPLIT SIDES 
OF BEEF

$340 lb1/2s

Working for you
Mary 

Kiffmeyer
for state senate 
kiffmeyer.com

Paul
novotny

for state REP.
paulnovotnyMN.com

Proven. 
experienced. 
accountable. 
professional.
Balancing the next mn 
state budget without 
raising taxes or fees!

Endorsed by:
• MN Peace and police officers
• MCCL MN Citizens Concerned for Life
• Housing First Minnesota
• NFIB
• Farm Bureau
• NRA
• MN Gun Owners Caucus
• MN Chamber Leadership

Prepared and Paid For By: Friends of Paul Novotny, 20035 Auburn Street, NW, Elk River, MN and 
Kiffmeyer for Senate Committee, 16160 201st Ave., NW, Big Lake, MN 55309

Election/Big Lake News
CANDIDATES from page 2
prosperity is driven by in-
dividuals, not government. 
Therefore, I support smaller 
government and maximum 
freedom for the people. One 
of the biggest issues facing 
our city is the heavy debt-
load. Currently, Big Lake 
is in debt over $33 million. 
That number is coming 
down, which is good, but 
it’s still high. I recognize 
the debt wasn’t accrued 
overnight and it won’t be 
eliminated overnight, ei-
ther. As a financial advisor 
managing over $170 mil-
lion dollars, I know how to 
hold the line on spending 
and pay down debt.”

Transparency: “The 
right to choose who rep-
resents us is a rock-solid 
core principle of our re-
public. Should there be 
an opening that arises on 
the city council, I support 
having a special election 
at the earliest possible op-
portunity. I oppose the idea 
of the mayor and council 
members appointing other 
council members. The citi-
zens of Big Lake have the 
right to choose who rep-
resents their interests!”

Paul Seefeld
Paul Seefeld is run-

ning for Big Lake City 
Council. He and his wife, 
Janelle, have one son, Eli. 
He served for eight years in 
the Army, and was a part 
of the comprehensive plan 
task force.

Public Safety: “Big 
Lake is ranked between the 
first and second safest city 
with a population of around 
10 thousand. I would like 
to keep supporting our po-
lice and fire. Community 
involvement also helps. I 
am a proponent of neigh-
borhood “Connect Groups” 
that could perhaps meet 
on a regular basis to raise 
neighborhood awareness 
and help local law en-
forcement know they are 
not alone in protecting this 
city.” 

Budgeting: “Our city 
pays $1.5 million in debt 
service a year. Imagine if 
that money could be put to 
things we need or want. If 
we didn’t have such a high 
debt load, we wouldn’t 
need to continue the vi-
cious cycle of raising taxes 
to pay off the principle and 
interest. If we save money 
and pay for things in cash, 
then we save the taxpayers 

a lot of money that would 
otherwise end up going to 
interest. We need to not just 
plan for five or 10 years, 
but 20 to 30 years.”

Transparency: “As a 
citizen, I asked the city if 
they could publish the re-
cordings of workshops, 
and they are now on the 
city website. I would like 
to go farther in publishing 
council and advisory com-
mission agendas, packets, 
and minutes on my council 
page and city social media. 
The council has a duty to 
let the residents know about 
projects and plans that are 
coming down the pike.”

Communication: “I 
am not in favor of Big 
Lake’s current position on 
elected representation. The 
council appoints people to 
planning commissions and 
park boards, but we should 
let the residents choose 
who represents them on 
the council. Appointments 
allow politicians to hand 
select councilmembers that 
agree with them, allowing 
them to keep their majority 
intact.”

Mike Wallen
Mike Wallen is run-

ning for his incumbent po-
sition as mayor. He and his 
wife Shelly have lived in 
Big Lake for 25 years and 
have a daughter, Emily, a 
son, Andy (Leah), and one 
granddaughter, Norah. He 
works as a building official 
for the cities of St. Joseph, 
Rockville, Richmond and 
Kimball. He has spent a 
total of 10 years on the Big 
Lake City Council.

Public Safety: “We as 
a city council must con-
tinue to support the exem-
plary services that make 
Big Lake the safe city it 
is. These include: Police, 
Fire, Building, Streets, 
and Water/Waste Water. 
Since we are not sure of 
the upcoming political or 
financial climate we will be 
facing, it’s difficult to truly 
plan. We will need to be 
flexible.”

Communication: “With 
the utilization of social 
media becoming more pre-
dominant, misinformation 
and opinion based informa-
tion over facts and truth is 
much more the norm. We 
need to continue to find 
ways to get out up to date 
and accurate information 
relating to the city.”

Budgeting: “We need 
to continue down our pres-
ent course of aggressive 
debt reduction and making 
budgetary decisions that are 
prudent and have positive 
long term implications for 
the City.”

Community Engage-
ment: “It’s imperative that 
we continue to foster an en-
vironment that challenges 
our entire staff while pro-
viding incentives to retain 
and promote.  Also, as a city 
we must continue to pro-
mote functions/activities 
that provide entertainment, 
learning opportunities and 
showcase all that Big Lake 
has to offer. Most of the 
time this doesn’t cost the 
city anything other than 
support.”

Frey but also touted the area’s 
energy producers, farmers, 
local police and veterans.

Mekeland, who for over 
nine months had been work-
ing with others (including 
Todd and Barb Potter) on 
bringing a preeminent cam-
paigner to his district, was 
excited and pleased with last 
Thursday’s rally.

“I think Eric knocked it 
out of the park,” Mekeland 
said of Eric’s speech. “He hit 
all the talking points that were 
important. It was a proud mo-
ment.”

Mayor Bertram was 
grateful for being part of a big 
deal in Becker.

“I owe a huge thank you 
to Barb and Todd (Potter) 
for elevating our city to an-
other level,” she said.   “The 
Potter’s new facility in the 
Business Park was the per-
fect backdrop for showcasing 
Becker and our ambitious 
growth as a city.”  

Bertram admitted later, 
Eric Trump caught her off-
guard.

“What surprised me, 
besides his height, was the 
knowledge Eric had about our 
city and his genuine engage-
ment of conversation with me 
on particular issues,” she said.

Besides Mekeland, No-
votny and Bertram, other at-
tendees included Sen. Mary 
Kiffmeyer, Jim Newberger, 
Sen. Andrew Mathews and 
former Becker Mayor Lefty 
Kleis. Several former and cur-
rent Becker and Big Lake city 
council members were also in 
attendance as well as promi-
nent business owners and cit-
izens from area communities.

All four network TV 
stations covered the event as 
well as the StarTribune and 
St. Cloud Times.

Rumor has it, another 
preeminent campaigner may 
be holding another rally in the 
near future in a city in Central 
Minnesota to the northwest. 

Don’t stow away those 
MAGA hats and banners just 
yet...

TRUMP from page 1

Lindsey Luhmann is running for Clearwater City 
Council. She and her husband have three children. She 
works as a patient care extender at the St. Cloud Emer-
gency Department. She graduated from Fairmont Junior 
High School in 2005 and is currently attending St. Cloud 
Technical College part time for nursing. She attended Girls 
State in June of 2004

Taxes: “I will fight to keep the taxes low for the City 
of Clearwater.”

Communication: “I want to be the voice for the com-
munity and help better the communication between the 
city and the residents of Clearwater.”

Growth: “I promise to continue to make our parks the 
community focal point.”

Andrea Lawrence Wheeler
Andrea Lawrence Wheeler is running for her incum-

bent position as the mayor of Clearwater. She and her 
husband, Jon, have three daughters. She has a Bachelor’s 
degree in communications and a Master’s degree in coun-
seling from St. Cloud State University. 

“Before becoming mayor, Lawrence served on the 
Clearwater Parks Commission, and she was a regular 
board member for two years. Besides being mayor, she 
also works as a community manager for Great Lakes Man-
agement.”

Growth: “We have had quite a few houses built since 
council passed and continued funding the Economic 
Growth Incentive. One way I believe we can continue to 
grow the community is to improve city facilities. We are 
outgrowing some of our buildings and lack a community 
center. I also want to open more opportunities for citi-
zens to access the Mississippi River by working with the 
Mississippi River Mayors Association. I will work with 
neighboring cities on the massive amount of work that will 
continue on I-94, as well as work with MNDoT and Parks 
Commission on replacing the Hwy. 24 bridge in the city to 
get the best bridge with safe pedestrian crossings and trail 
connections. The last meeting I had with MNDoT has this 
bridge scheduled for replacement by 2025.”

Community Outreach: “I would like to fill the Eco-
nomic Development Association with members of the 
community. Currently it is made up of members of the 
council. An issue I’d like to resolve is citizen and business 
owner participation on city committees, associations and 
commissions. Often, we have openings and no or only one 
applicant. Local government affects local people in a more 
tangible way than state or federal government. There is 
also no easier level of government to get involved with. It 
is local, you don’t have to travel for meetings or to see the 
effects of your work.”

Richard Petty
Richard Petty is running to be a board member for the 

City of Clearwater. We were unable to reach Mr. Petty to 
fill out our questionnaire.

PROFILES from page 1
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ELECT 

MIKE DOERING
FOR BECKER CITY COUNCIL

A voice of experience:
• Becker resident for 45+ years
• Life-long member of 
   Faith Lutheran Church`
• Current City Council member 
   and previous mayor of Becker
• Active member on: Public Works,  
   Planning and Zoning, Park and Rec, 
   Golf Course committees

Committed to:
• Supporting ALL of Becker’s 
   community assets
• Encouraging further 
   economic development
• Listening and responding to your 
   community ideas and concerns
• Working collaboratively with 
   all council members

Asking for:
YOUR support on  

November 3rd! 

Prepared and paid for by the candidate on his own behalf.

WWW.STCLOUDHRA.COM

•  2 BR $640, 3 BR $800
•  Controlled Entrance
•  w/Video Surveillance
•  Section 8 Welcome
•  Patio/Deck • D/W
•  Microwave

Garage, Heat,
Water/Sewer & Trash

Included in Rent

• 1 BR - $587 • FREE Wi-Fi
• Heat, Electric & A/C
•  Controlled Entrance
w/Video Surveillance

• Elevator & Ramp
• Screened Patio
• Community Room
• Section 8 Welcome

Small Pets 
allowed in all 
Apartments!

RIVERSIDE APARTMENTS
Senior Apartment Community 55+

101 RIVERSIDE DR SE, ST. CLOUD, MN

WESTWOOD VILLAGE APARTMENTS
SAVANNA AVE, ST. CLOUD, MN

PPLLEEaassee  CCAALLLL  JJOOYYCCEE  332200--  225522--00888800

BEAUTIFUL APARTMENT LIVING
AT A PRICE YOU CAN AFFORD

BEAUTIFUL APARTMENT LIVING
AT A PRICE YOU CAN AFFORD
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Submitted Article

Andra K Salon and Spa 
of Clearwater is hosting a 
grand opening this Sunday, 
(Oct. 11) from 2 to 4 pm. 

Owner Krista Stier in-
vites people to stop by and 
check out the new facility 
and register for prize draw-
ings. 

Andra K is a Lanza 
concept full-service salon 
and spa that offers every-
thing from hair, nail and 
skin care services to spe-
cialty hair and makeup for 
special events.

The salon was pre-
viously owned by Krista 
Stier’s mother, Lee Fred-
rickson and operated as 
Lee and Friends Salon 
since 1974. The salon was 
originally located where 
the Brickyard Bar & Grill 
in Clear Lake currently sits.

Andra K Salon and Spa 
is located at 615 Smith St in 
Clearwater (near Coborns). 
The salon can be reached at 
320-558-6620.

THE BRAND NEW Andra K Salon building is located 
across from Coborn’s on Smith Street in Clearwater. (Sub-
mitted Photo).

Andra K Salon to host Open House Sunday

By Katherine Cantin
Contributing Writer

On Sept. 21, Santi-
ago couple Katelyn and 
Caleb Nieters gave birth to 
a baby girl. The new baby 
happened to be born on 
the birthday of her great-
grandpa, Michael Roy 
Woolard. In honor of the 
shared birthday, the par-
ents decided to set aside the 
names they had been con-
sidering and name their girl 
Aurora (Rory) Mikela, as a 
play on her great-grandpa’s 
name.

Both parents, Aurora, 
and one-year old sister, 
Everleigh Rose, are living 
with the grandparents Mi-
chael and Kathy Woolard 
while their house in Foley 
is being finished. 

“Grandpa was ecstatic 
when he heard the name,” 
said Kathy Woolard. “Mike 
and I think it’s so very spe-
cial.”

A u r o r a  M i k e l a 
weighed 6lbs, 10oz and was 
19 inches long.

Baby girl 
named 
after great-
grandpa

District 6: Tom 
Emmer, Patrick Munro and 
Tawnja Zahradka.

Kevin Thompson, 
owner of DATASuccess, 
will moderate the forum. 
Big Lake Chamber Execu-
tive Director Gloria Vande 
Brake encourages all vot-
ers of the Big Lake area 
to attend the non-partisan 
political candidate forum. 
Members in the audience 
can submit questions. 
Questions from citizens not 
attending the forum will be 
considered if submitted by 
Thurs., Oct 15 at noon to 
info@biglakechamber.com.

The Chamber, volun-
teers, candidates and guests 
will be observing COVID-
19 guidelines. Sherburne 
Wright Cable Commission 
(SWCC) will be taping the 
forum for viewing later on 
the City of Big Lake Cable 
TV Channel 180 and on the 
Big Lake Chamber website. 

The schedule for the 
specific races will be posted 
on the Big Lake Chamber 
Facebook page and web-
site.   All citizens are en-
couraged to be informed 
about the candidates 
through this newspaper and 
the Big Lake Political Can-

didates Forum and to vote 
Tues., Nov. 3 from 7 a.m. 
to 8 p.m. at your local pre-
cinct. 

Voters can also re-
quest an absentee ballot 
application on https://www.
co.sherburne.mn.us/ and 
clicking on the Voter and 
Election tab in the upper 
right corner.  You can re-
turn your ballot by mail, 
drop it off at Sherburne 
County Courthouse during 
their business hours or at 
their secure, outside elec-
tion drop box until 3 p.m. 
Nov. 3.

FORUM from page 1

By Penny Leuthard, 
Contributing Writer

During their meet-
ing Monday night, the 
Clearwater Twp. Board 
of Supervisors reluctantly 
approved the fire contract 
with the City of Clearwater 
after the city refused any 
further negotiations.

The city approved one 
of the township’s recent 
requests, providing a quar-
terly call report, however, 
weren’t willing to approve 
the additional two requests; 
(1) to allow two of the three 
entities involved to call a 
special meeting or (2) agree 
to a cap on their 2022 bud-
get.

Although the city has 
agreed to some of what 
had been requested over 
the negotiation process, the 
township board expressed 
concern over not being 
able to protect their con-
stituents, as the last three 
years they’ve been hit with 
large increases to the fire 
contract.

“We’ve got a really 
great fire department and 
people are happy with 
them,” said Supervisor 
Scott Miller. “But this has 
been the problem the whole 
time, the cost controls. We 
have no way to limit the 
cost. The townships don’t 
want to build their own fire 
department, but we need a 
plan B.”

Chairman Bill Langen-
bacher expressed that he 
felt the township was back 
to where they started from.

Because of the late 
date the board felt they had 
no choice but to go with the 
contract and pass a motion 
stating ‘reluctant approval.’

DNR Grant
Langenbacher in-

formed the board the DNR 
was accepting applications 
on local roads that would 
improve access to public 
areas, such as lakes and 
parks. He suggested ap-
plying to improve the road 
access to Nixon Lake. The 
board agreed; Langen-
bacher will submit after 
learning more about the 
grant.

Other Business
Shane Potter ap-

proached the board to dis-
cuss property he purchased 
that connects to 160th 
Street and the driveway 
access issue he’s facing. 
After a long discussion the 
board agreed to work with 
him, but recommended he 
first try to purchase a small 
piece of land from a neigh-
bor, and if that didn’t work 
to talk to his other neigh-
bor about the possibility of 
sharing a driveway. 

The Sterling Kennel re-
view was tabled until after 
Supervisor Rose Thelen 
has a chance to speak with 
the county. Currently the 

board doesn’t feel they’re 
knowledgeable enough on 
the topic to be certain the 
kennel is up to code.

Miller reported the 
owner of the Hendrix Ave. 
property that had received 
a junk complaint from 
Wright Co. had made a lot 
of process in the cleanup. 
Because he’s made an hon-
est effort to work with the 
township, they agreed to 
give him more time to con-
tinue the process.

During public com-
ment, Ron Schabel asked 
the board about the status 
of chip sealing Huber Ave. 
Miller explained it needs 
to be looked at and would 
benefit a lot of people, and 
hopes to talk about the 
project seriously over the 
winter.

Motions carried ap-
proving the township’s re-
placement insurance cost 
coverage, security replace-
ment and upgrade costs, 
and election judges.

The next Clearwater 
Twp. meeting will be Nov. 
2 at 7:30 p.m.

SHANE POTTER discusses his driveway access issue 
with Clearwater Twp. Supervisors Rose Thelen and Bill Lan-
genbacher. (Photo by Penny Leuthard)

Clearwater Twp. reluctantly 
approves fire contract



By Mark Kolbinger, 
Contributing Writer

The Sherburne Board 
of Commissioners met 
Tuesday morning and 
learned about the Coun-
ty’s continued efforts in 
dealing with the COVID-
19 pandemic.  Through 
the diligent work of many 
county staff, several im-
portant milestones were 
reached this week.

CARES Act
Assistant adminis-

trator Dan Weber an-
nounced that the county 
received this week its 
100th business application 
for a CARES Act funding 
grant.  With grants already 
awarded and a few in 
the processing stage, the 
county will surpass the $2 
million level in terms of 
awarded money to busi-
nesses.  There is still some 
time left for businesses to 
submit their grant applica-
tions, but the deadline is 
fast approaching.

When the CARES 
Act funding originally be-
came available, the county 
had set a goal to award at 
least twenty percent of the 
funds to businesses/or-
ganizations and they will 
meet this mark very soon.

The board voiced its 
pleasure with the speed 
at which it has been able 
to get the funding to area 
businesses.

County administra-
tor Bruce Messelt next 
reported on the status of 
the nonprofit organization 

grants, as well as the ap-
proximate $1.1 million 
in personnel costs that 
will be reimbursed to the 
county from the CARES 
funding.

To date, the county 
has appropriated about 
$7 million in its allotted 
CARES funding.

Resilience
The board heard a 

presentation on the on-
going efforts at building 
resilience within commu-
nities and specifically the 
Creating A Ripple social 
media campaign. 

Melissa Pribyl of Cen-
traCare’s Bounce Back 
Project discussed the cam-
paign with the board, as it 
is a joint effort between 
mental health provid-
ers, school districts, faith 
communities, the SUP 
coalition and many other 
agencies in providing re-
silience to families and in-
dividuals.  The coalition of 
groups is dubbed STIR, or 
Stronger Together Inspir-
ing Resilience.  By work-
ing together, the group 
can leverage the talents 
and efforts of the many 
organizations in creating 
a central repository of re-
silience based information 
to help strengthen commu-
nities.

HHS Upgrades
The board next con-

sidered upgrades to the 
HHS system in being able 
to be more efficient in re-
mote working situations.  
Safeguarding documents, 
managing accountability 

and having a more central-
ized system were listed as 
some of the reasons for the 
upgrades to the systems.

Administrator Mes-
selt also mentioned that 
this would allow for the 
more efficient processing 
of Emergency Assistance 
(EA) applications which 
are time sensitive.

The board moved 
approval of the funding 
package for the upgrades.

Pandemic Update
Amanda Larson pro-

vided the board an update 
on the county’s current 
COVID statistics.

She noted that Elk 
River recently surpassed 
the Sherburne portion of 
St. Cloud in number of di-
agnosed cases, which was 
to be expected considering 
the population numbers.

Larson also reported 
on the county’s efforts at 
working with the school 
districts, noting that 
case interviews are 
completed when con-
firmed cases are re-
ported by schools.  To 
date, nine cases were 
reported from the 
schools as a primary 
work setting, while ten 
cases had reported vis-
iting a school in the last 
14 days.

As a county, 60% 
of confirmed cases 
have been reported as 
community spread, 
meaning the person is 
unaware of the source 
from which they con-
tracted COVID-19.

The current 14 day 
rolling average which dic-
tates school opening plans 
was 14.7 while next week 
it is projected to be 16.7.

However, the sur-
rounding counties have 
reported higher averages, 
with Stearns at 25.8, Ben-
ton at 20 and Anoka at 
nearly 21.  Once a school 
crosses the 20 mark, it is 
recommended that their 
elementary schools switch 
to a hybrid model.

Larson told the board 
that her department con-
tinues to work closely 
with schools to help with 
contact tracing and other 
duties as needed.

A public health nurse 
is assigned to work with 
each school district to help 
with the daily duties and 
also they offer to do a walk 
through of the buildings to 
look at the prevention side 
of the issue as well.

In other business, 
the board:
• Approved the con-

tract for services for resi-
dential well sampling;

• Agreed to implement 
the low income septic pro-
gram with a maximum cap 
for grants at $5,000 per 
property;

• Heard from Admin-
istrator Messelt regarding 
some ongoing construc-
tion efforts at the govern-
ment center;

• Scheduled a webex 
special meeting for Tues-
day, October 13 to con-
sider CARES Act funding 
requests;

• Approved a CUP 
with conditions for the 
Langowski property in 
Palmer Township;

• Approved a final 
simple plat with four con-
ditions for Manthei Es-
tates in Livonia Township;

• Discussed the first 
phase of the Buck Run 
development in Baldwin 
Township and approved 
a negative declaration on 
the need for an EIS, as 
well as approval of the 
preliminary plat;

• Heard from Assis-
tant Administrator Dan 
Weber, who presented the 
special housing HVAC 
unit upgrades and the 
board approved the qual-
ified low bidders in each 
area;

• Granted approval 
for the low bidders in the 
special housing painting 
project.

Becker Pizza Depot
The Area’s Best Pizza -- Ask Anyone!

14281 Bank Street, Becker • 763-262-2700
www.BeckerPizzaDepot.com • Facebook: Pizza Depot

Order Online!

Church DirectoryChurch Directory

1st St, Becker  (763) 262-2500

Trouble-Free
Nationwide
Trucking

Todd & Barb Potter - Owners

13000 Sherburne Ave • Becker, MN 55308
763-262-5850 • 1-800-755-3143

www.TJPotterTrucking.com

SPONSORED BY: SPONSORED BY:

RYAN HUBBARD
763-263-8334 

RESIDENTIAL  • COMMERCIAL - AGRICULTURAL

8852 Cty Rd 23
Becker, MN 

Phone:
763.261.5656

Free Loaners ~ Free Estimates 
~ Honest Work

Ralph du Monceaux, Owner

763-261-5656
Ralph’s

Auto Body

Church Directory

www.HallerRealtyHomes.com
KYLE HALLER
320-266-4567

Becker Office 12908-1st Street, Becker

6715 125th Ave - Clear Lake, MN
320.743.2387 • Cell: 320.290.9843

Scott & Tonia Ulsby

763-262-1454
Becker, MN

763-452-2500
Big Lake, MN

320-743-2204
Clear Lake, MN

FUNERAL HOME • CREMATION SERVICES
www.williamsdingmann.com

FAMILY FUNERAL HOMES

763-262-4237

M-F
8AM-

4:30PM

Owner: Chad Schwintek
13050 1st Street Becker, MN 55308

763-218-1293
www.bogart-pederson.com

Bogart, Pederson 
& Associates Inc.

SURVEYING & 
ENGINEERING

16455 122nd St Becker MN 55308

763-263-9471Becker, MN 763-333-5588

  • BECKER
Grace Lutheran Church (LCMS)
David M. Johnson, Pastor 763-262-7782. Sunday 
Worship 9 am, Sunday School, Education Hour 
10:30 am, Wed. J.U.M.P. 6pm. Hwy 10, turn 
onto Edgewood Street (near Hwy 25 N exit), 1/4 
mile on left.
Becker Baptist Church 763-261-4202. 
Acting Pastor Nathan Bucher
Youth Pastor Kevin Drehmel
Amy Drehmel, Director of Ministry to 
Children & Families
11951 Hancock Street, Becker, MN
Sunday Worship Service/Children’s Church at 
10:30 am - register to attend in person or find 
links to watch online by visiting our website
Children’s AWANA & Momentum Youth 
Group on Wednesdays at 6:30 pm
www.beckerbaptist.org | Watch us on YouTube
Becker Evangelical Free Church Located at 
Becker High School. Patrick Drury, Senior Pastor 
763-261-4125. Chris Salvevold, Pastor of Youth 
Ministries. www.beckerfreechurch.org. Office: 
11373 150th Ave SE. Sunday Worship: Becker 
High School, Worship/ Teaching/Fellowship for 
all ages 10am Sunday school for ages birth-adult 
during school year. Wed night kids ministries 
ages K-5. His Kids for K-3 boys & girls, Gym 
45 for 4th & 5th grade boys & G.I.R.L.S. Group 
for 4th & 5th grade girls. ELEVATE for 6-12th 
grade students. 
Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church
Father Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 12100 
Sherburne Ave, Becker, 440 Lake St N, Big 
Lake. Temporarily, all Masses are being held at 
the Becker location at 5 pm on Saturday and 9:30 
am on Sunday.
Faith (Becker) Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
Pastor Yolanda Denson-Byers, 11755 Sherburne 
Ave, Becker. Sundays Worship at 9:30 am (Holy 
Communion on 1st & 3rd Sundays) Nursery pro-
vided Sunday school at 10:00 am, Refreshments 
& fellowship at 10:30 am. Wednesday 5:15 5th 
& 6th Grade “Grapple”, 6:30 7th – 9th grade 
confirmation, 7:30 Youth Group. Bible Study: 
Wednesday 9:30 am. 763-261-5751.   
Oakwood Community Church Assemblies of 
God Senior Pastor Gerry Bass & Sarah www.
oakwoodccbecker.org Services: Sunday Adult 
Bible Study Class 9:00 am, Children’s Sunday 
School Class 9:00am, Worship Service 10:00 
am, Children’s Church 10:45 am, Wednesday 
Night: Royal Rangers & Missionettes (Nurs-
ery-6th grade) 7-8:30 pm, Youth Group (7th to 
12th grade) 7:-8:30 pm, Adult Bible Study 7-8:30 
pm. Location: 13140 1st St., Becker (in SW cor-
ner of Becker Furniture World) 763-220-6004.
Snake River Free Mission Church Sunday 
Worship & Sunday School 10:30 am. Hymn Sing 
Second Sunday every other month 4:30 pm.  Pas-
tor Steve Johnston. 5mi N of Hwy 10 on Cty Rd 
11, then 1.5 mi E on Cty Rd 4, 3/4 mi. N on 180th 
St. 612-219-8648.
Becker Christian Center & Abundant Grace 
Church Ken Hanson, Pastor 763-262-2177, 
15455 59th St SE, Becker, 6 mi N Junction 23 & 
16. Praise & Worship 9:30 am Sunday; Wednes-
day 7 pm all family growth fellowship.
Beacon House of Prayer 12264 Pleasant Ave. 
Becker. Worship Thursday 6:30 pm. Pastors 
Brian & Linda Holmes. 763-263-3771.
Maranatha Baptist Church Pastor Glenn Mc-
Carver. Sunday School 10 am, Worship 11 am. 
Wednesday Prayer Service 7 pm. 763-262-1571.
Free Grace United Kevin Wilson, 763-245-
0001. Meets Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. at Peb-

ble Creek Golf Course, 14000 Clubhouse Ln, 
Becker.

• BIG LAKE
ACTS Seventh-Day Adventists Community 
Church 763-263-2287, Pastor Bill Nixon, 20455 
187th Ave NW, Big Lake, Sat. 9 am Worship, 
Saturday. Sabbath School 10:15am.
Bethany Bible Church 511 Eagle Lake Road, 
Big Lake, 763-263-2167, Sunday school: 9 am, 
Worship 10 am.
Bridgeview Assemby of God Pastor Steve 
Royalty, Service Times: 763-263-6274, 10 am 
Sunday morning, 6:30 pm Wednesday evening, 
www.bridgeviewchurch.org
SVEA Hill Covenant Church Pastor Don Bel-
lach, 763-263-6322, Cty. Rd. 15, 6 miles north 
of Hwy. 10 Worship, 10:00 am, nursey provided.
Cornerstone Baptist Church Pastor Gordon 
Langdon, 763-263-7878, 15300 Co. Rd. 35, 
Hwy. 10E, N. on Co. Rd. 15, N. on Co. Rd. 35, 
1/2 mi. on left.
Hope Lutheran Church (ELCA) in Orrock 
Pastor Steve Seiffert, www.hopeintherefuge.
weebly.com, 612-788-4349 or 763-263-7990 
(LM) 8 mi. N. of Big Lake or 7 mi. W. of Zim-
merman or 12 mi. NE of Becker Cty. Rd. 4.
IFLESIA AMOR VIVIENTE 
Living Love Church 221 Lake St N, Big Lake, 
Saturday 6 pm. 763-607-5403, Juan & Patricia 
Aguayo-Pastores, juan.aguayo@amorviviente.
com.
Lord of Glory Lutheran Church 4 miles E of 
Big Lake, off Hwy 10 & CR 15, 763-263-3090, 
Pastor Marty Mably, Sundays: 8 & 10:30 am 
Worship.
Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church
Father Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 12100 
Sherburne Ave, Becker, 440 Lake St N, Big 
Lake. All Masses are temporarily being held at 
the Becker location at 5 pm on Saturday and 9:30 
am on Sunday.
Riverside Church Phone: 763-263-2410; Hwy 
25 & Cty Rd 14, Big Lake. Schedule: 8:45 am, 
10:30 am & 12:05 pm. Info @ www.MyRiver-
sideChurch.com
Saron Lutheran Church 311 Lake St. S (Hwy 
25), Big Lake, 763-263-2209, www.saron.org. 
Pastor Kyle Sidlo, Worship Sundays, 9:30 am 
indoors or live stream. Currently, Saron is not 
offering Sunday School.

• SANTIAGO
South Santiago Lutheran Church ELCA 
Angela LaMoore, Pastor, Hollie Holt-Woehl, 
Pastor,  14675- 37th St, Clear Lake, MN 55319,  
763-662-2048. Sundays 8 am drive-in worship. 
9:30 am sanctuary worship. For faith formation 
schedule and information, please visit our web-
site at: sslcmn.org.
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church E.L.S & 
Princeton Evangelical School Timothy Zenda, 
Pastor. (3 mi E of Cty 11, Santiago on Cty Rd 
3). Sunday: Sunday School & Bible Class 10:30 
am, Divine Worship 9 am. Holy Communion on 
1st & 3rd Sunday.
Glendorado Lutheran (ELCA,
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church (ELCA). 
Pastor Shari Routh 920-573-0193. Church office 
763-662-2241. Sun day Good Shepherd Worship 
9 am, Glendorado Worship 10:30 am.
Gethsemane Church (ELCA) Ronneby. Pastor 
Barbara Peterson 320-983-5002. Sunday Wor-
ship 10 am.
Glendorado Evangelical Country Church Pas-
tor Sam Alfano. Sunday School 9:30 am; Wor-

ship Service 10:30 am, 3rd Sunday of each mo. 6 
pm Singspiration Public Invited. Wed. Awana & 
Bible Study 7-8 pm for all ages.

• CLEAR LAKE
Living Waters Church Pastor Mark Stahl 320-
292-0250. Sunday morning worship at 10 am 
(Children’s Church provided). Wednesday Bible 
Study at 6:30 pm (Fellowship Meal at 5:30 pm). 
7830 Church St. P.O. Box 26, Clear Lake. lw-
churchus@outlook.com web: www.livingwaters.
us
Trinity Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 
George Sagissor III, Pastor  320-743-2919. Sun-
day Worship 8:45 am; Sunday School 9:45 am,  
Adult Bible Class. 
St. Marcus Catholic Church Fr. Joseph Bac-
kowski 320-743-2481. Mass: Saturdays 5 pm. 
(year-round) Sunday: Jan -Jun 8 am, July -Dec 
10 am; Confessions: Saturday 4:15 pm. 8701 
Main Avenue, P.O. Box 237, Clear Lake, MN 
55319.

• DUELM
St. Lawrence Church Father Joseph Backow-
ski. Mass: Jan - June, Sunday 10 am,  July - Dec 
8 am. Reconciliation: 7:15 am when Mass begins 
at 8 am & will follo w after Mass at 10 am.
320-968-7502 or 320-743-2481.
St_Lawrence@victorcc.net 

• CLEARWATER 
Clearwater United Methodist Church 405 
Main St, Clearwater 320-558-2581. Pastor Ali-
son Hendley. Sunday Worship at 9:30 am. www.
clearwaterumcmn.org.
Freedom Bible Church Old Clearwater Post 
Office. 605 Lime St 9:30 am & 6 pm Sundays 
-Bible Study; 10:45 am Sundays - Worship Ser-
vice; 7 pm Wednesday - Bible Study.
Rejoice Lutheran Church - ELCA 1155 Cty 
Rd 75, Clearwater. Pastor: Jim Bump 320-558-
6851. Sunday Worship at 9:30 am. www.re-
joicelutheranchurch. org 
Church of St. Luke 17545 Huber Ave. NW 
Clearwater. Fr. Dennis Backer, Pastor 320-
558-2124 Weekend Mass 5pm Sat 8 & 10 am 
Sunday Weekday Mass: Tuesday – Friday 8 am; 
Sat 9 am. Reconciliation avail 45 min prior to 
all Masses. Holy Days as announced. churchof-
stlukes.com
Tri-County Alliance Church 8464 160th St 
NW Clearwater (Cty Rd 104 & Hwy 24) 320-
558-2750 Pastor David Fogal Sunday School 9 
am Worship Service 10:30 am Wednesday Bible 
Adventure (kids) 6-7:30 pm Wednesday Youth 
(Gr. 6-8) 6-7:40 pm Wednesday Youth (Gr. 
9-12) 7:20-9 pm. tcachurch.com        

•MAPLE LAKE
Silver Creek Community Church Pastor Zach 
Pryor. 4282 114th St. NW,  Maple Lake,  55358 
(Co. Rds. 8 & 143 in Silver Creek) Ph. 320-963-
3957. www.silvercreekcommunitychurch.com. 
Sunday Worship 9 am, 10 am Fellowship, 10:30  
am Sunday School. Tuesday 5 pm Bible study 
@ In Hot Water. Wednesday  9 am Bible study 
@Irish Blessings,   6:15 Youth Group supper/
meeting. 

Located at the corner of Hwy. 10 & Co. Rd. 11
763-262-0080

Monday-Friday
 7:30am-5:30pm

763-262-5050 • 13034 1st St SE, Becker
beckercollision.com

LUPULIN BREWING CO.
MICROBREWERY & TAP ROOM

570 HUMBOLDT DRIVE, SUITE 107
LUPULINBREWING.COM

Strengthening the fabric of our community.

Big Lake 19943 Co. Rd. 43 NW - 763-262-3661

oldnational.com Member FDIC

763-295-2918

Funeral & Cremation Service
805 Main St. NW, Elk River, MN 
763-441-1212 • Fax 763-241-1194

763-295-2918
250 East Broadway, 

Monticello, MN  55362

24 
HOUR

Towing & recovery

19640 200th Ave., Big Lake

KEN GEROUX CONSTRUCTION
C O R P O R A T I O N

Integrity • Excellence
Uncompromising Customer Satisfaction

Lic. #BC002757
Big Lake • 763-263-6878

Dr. Reed Dill 
& Dr. Laura Dill

FAMILY & COSMETIC DENTISTRY
290 EAGLE LAKE RD. N. BIG LAKE

763-263-3262 • WWW.CORNEROAKSDENTAL.COM

Kathy J. Nelson
(612) 219-8644

Becker Office: 12390 Sherburne Ave 
www.realtor-kathynelson.com

763- 262-6500
quality cars, trucks & vans

www.dansofbiglake.com

Becker 763-261-4200  |  Princeton 763-389-4099
Monticello 763-271-7177

www.sherburnestatebank.com

Your Hometown Bank

Sherburne
State Bank

Member 
FDIC

Jody Buesgens
612-812-5980

twistedsistertours@outlook.com

“GREAT OPTIONS FOR WINTER VACATIONS”

14068 Bank St., becker
(ACROSS FROM SHERBURNE STATE BANK)

Hours: Sun-Thurs 11am-9pm Fri & Sat 11am-10pm
763-275-0270

Pizza, Wings & MorePizza, Wings & More

This space 
can be yours!
763-275-0275

INSURANCE SPECIALISTS TEAM
Julie Evans, 
Agent/CWCA

763-244-3735
530 Jefferson Blvd., Big Lake • julie@istmn.com

This space 
can be yours!
763-275-0275

This space 
can be yours!
763-275-0275
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County News

Quality Building Supplies 
at Affordable Prices

Since 1975

BOOK YOUR ORDER!

Call for a FREE estimate
117th Ave., Milaca

(north end of Milaca off Central Ave)

BUILDING
$PECIAL$

320-983-6304 • 1-800-818-1846

LATCHAM-LIND LUMBER &
POST FRAME BUILDINGS

Sherburne County meets several CARES Act milestones

Submitted article

Tom Kelly has been with the 
County Attorney’s Office represent-
ing the citizens of Wright County 
for almost 37 years, the past 22 as 
the elected county attorney. He 
started his career as a prosecutor for 
Wright County in March 1984, was 
Chief of Criminal Division 1990 to 
1998 and elected to County Attor-
ney in 1999. Kelly will be retiring at 
the end of December. 

Kelly will be recommending 
to the County Board that Chief of 
Criminal Division, Brian Lutes, be 
appointed to serve out his term as 
County Attorney.  

Kelly always stressed the 
“Team Approach” to prosecution 
which requires a working relation-
ship with law enforcement that 
instills credibility, confidence, co-
operation, teamwork and efficiency. 

“I am proud of the working 
relationship between my office 
and law enforcement for all these 
years.,” he said. “I am grateful for 
all their support over the years.”

Kelly wished to thank his sup-
port staff. legal administrative assis-
tants and assistant county attorneys. 

“My philosophy was to hire 
the best people possible and then 
stay out of their way and let them 
do their job,” he said.  

“Lastly, but most importantly, 
I would like to thank my family 
Holly, Megan and Matt for all their 
love, support and patience through-
out the years.” 

Tom Kelly 
Announces 
Retirement
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See more
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-- Mating Rituals of the Virginia Opossum --
There are so many in-

teresting critters on this 
planet. Unique and fasci-
nating critters. The Vir-
ginia Opossum (Didelphis 
virginiana) springs to mind 
as a good example. I re-
cently photographed a Vir-
ginia Opossum so let’s take 
a closer look at this inter-
esting critter.

Let’s first start with the 
name, Opossum. I know 
there are a lot of people who 
drop the “O” from the front 
of the name and just call 
them possum. While this 
might sound quaint or fit in 
well with a southern drawl, 
or backwoods lingo, it’s in 
fact an incorrect shorting 
of the name because there 
are upwards of 70 different 
critters in Australia that are 
officially called “Possum”. 
So, by dropping the “O” 
off the front only serves to 
confuse our Opossum with 
a whole bunch Possums. 
By the way, the Possum of 
Australia was named this 
because they looked like 
the more familiar Opos-
sum found in the Amer-
icas.

The name Opos-
sum was first used by 
the Captain John Smith 
of the Jamestown col-
ony in Virginia. He 
used the name “aposum” 
which apparently was a 
word in the Powhatan lan-
guage spoken by the Al-
gonquian Indian meaning 
“white beast” or “white 
animal”. Its amazing how 
many of the names we use 
today for plants and ani-
mals all have their origins 
in Native American words.

So now we must 
address the first name 
“Virginia” in Virginia 
Opossum. The name Vir-
ginia has been attached to 
the front of many plants 
and animals. The origins 
are based in the first En-
glish settlers who used 
the name to honor Queen 
Elizabeth of England be-
cause she was known as 
the Virgin Queen. It is be-
lieved that the English ex-
plorer Sir Walter Raleigh 
suggested the name Vir-
ginia around 1584. It was 
that year that the Queen 
gave Raleigh permission 
to colonize “the Virginia 
region”. In the early 1600’s 
all of North America that 

was not occupied by the 
Spanish or French was 
called “Virginia” in honor 
of “The Virgin Queen”. 
So, you guessed it, the state 
of Virginia and West Vir-
ginia were named after the 
Queen. 

To add to the name 
confusion, there are more 
than 100 other species of 
animal called Opossum 
(with the “O”) in North, 

C e n t r a l and South 
America. That’s right, 
the Opossum found in the 
United States is not that 
unique. In my travels of 
Central and South Amer-
ica I have come across and 
photographed a several of 
these “other” Opossum.

However, our Virginia 
Opossum is unique in that 
it’s the only marsupial 
found in the United States. 
A marsupial is a type of 
mammal that reproduces 
in a very unusual way. 
After a female, called a Jill, 
mates with a male, called a 
Jack, the gustation period 
is incredibly short, lasting 
only 12 to 13 days. This 
is crazy fast compared to 
other mammals, especially 
humans. By the way, the 
young is called a Joey. 

So, in less than two 
weeks the young Opossum 
is born. At this point it is 
about the size of a jelly-

bean and has no eyes yet. It 
crawls, or more like swims, 
through its mother’s fur to 
find a pouch located on her 
stomach. Once inside the 
pouch it is safe and warm 
and begins to suckle one 
of the mother’s nipples for 
nourishment. Here they 
will stay for the next 2 to 
3 months. They will grow, 
their eyes will open, and 
they will grow fur. By the 
time it leaves its mother’s 
pouch for the first time, it 
will look like a miniature 
adult.

Once the young be-
come too large to ride in 
their mothers’ pouches, 
they will often climb on her 
back. Riding on their moth-
er’s back looks cute but the 
young hang on by grabbing 
handfuls of the mother’s 
fur. Over time the fur on 
her back starts to pull out 
leaving the mother with a 
bald spot.

The young are weaned 
at three and a half months 
and by four to five months 

of age the young are on 
their own. Mothers can 
have one to three lit-
ters each year. On av-
erage they have about 
five to eight young. 

There are many 
myths and untruths 

about the Opossum. One 
example is that males have 
a forked penis. While this 
is actually true, it has been 
said they have this to fit in 
the female’s nostrils. Gee, I 
hope I don’t have to explain 
the birds and bees to any-
one reading this column, 
but common sense would 
tell you this is not true. 
What is true is, the female 
has a forked reproductive 
tract and the male’s forked 
penis helps in proper in-
semination. 

Next time I will look 
take a closer look at the 
Virginia Opossum and 
cover some of the many 
myths about this marvelous 
creature. Until next time…

Stan Tekiela is an au-
thor / naturalist and wildlife 
photographer who travels 
the world to study and cap-
ture images of wildlife. He 
can be followed at www.
facebook.com and twitter.
com. He can be contacted 
via his web page at www.
naturesmart.com.

By Stan Tekiela, 
Columnist

Life can be full of sur-
prises, especially when it 
comes to encounters with 
someone unexpectedly.

You didn’t plan it, but it 
just happened. I hadn’t given 
much thought about it until 
now and notice the encoun-
ters a little more. I guess there 
is something to say about 
gaining wisdom with age. Is 
it a coincidence, twist of fate, 
destiny, a purpose, or a higher 
power? Either way, my per-
spective and life is changed 
– maybe for them too?  

 I don’t go looking for 
special encounters, they seem 
to come about all on their 
own and are not always the 
same. In my earlier years, I 
was quiet and shy. I certainly 
didn’t engage in conversa-
tions with people I didn’t 
know. I would only talk at 
home. My introverted nature 
caused me to be held back 
from first grade. Needless to 
say, I overcame my shyness.

Helping Hand
One summer, our fam-

ily went up north to a resort. 
I was about six years old at 
the time. The resort had a big 
swimming pool. My older sis-
ter was with mom on the deep 
end of the pool and dad was 
watching my younger brother 
in a small one. I was on the 
shallow end of the big pool 
and decided to go to the deep 
end, but I didn’t tell anybody. 
I slipped crossing over, not re-
alizing the pool floor  slanted. 
I went under and came back 
up. A young girl was walking 
by and saw me.  She could tell 
I was in  trouble and reached 
her hand out to me. I missed it 
and went under.  I came back 
up and she was still  there and 
tried again to help me. I went 
back under. 

Mom happened to turn 
around and saw the frantic  
splashing and a young 
girl reaching her hand 
out. She told my sister, 
“That kid is in trouble,” 
and went  swimming 
across, only to find it 
was me. I think back to 
that moment and remem-
ber the girl that tried to 
help. I didn’t know her and 
we didn’t get to talk, but that 
unspoken encounter saved 
my life.

I hadn’t thought about it 
that way before, but I do now. 
A lesson, with the help of a 
higher power.

Great Scott
It was December 21, 

1984. I was planning on stay-
ing in that night, but I got 
talked into going out with 
my friends and brother. We 
went to the old Monte Club 
in Monticello to hear this 
band called, The Jets. Unbe-
known to me, I would meet 
my spouse that night. We 
danced a few times and he 
(Scott) took my number and 
called me the next day. 

We ended up going out 
the following week and have 
been together ever since. The 
funny thing is, Scott told 
me, he wasn’t planning on 
going out that night either 
but a friend talked him into 
it. Those friends must have 
known something we didn’t. 

Destiny working under-
cover.

Great Home, 
Great Friends
Twenty-seven years ago 

this October, we moved into 
our house in Big Lake. We 
had looked at another house 
months before finding this 
one. It was a nice house right 
across from Lake Mitchell.

The price was right and 
the seller was motivated. 
At the time, I wasn’t sure I 
wanted to live in Big Lake.

By the time we came 
back, the house was being 
sold by a realty company and 
was out of our price range. 
We started looking around 
Big Lake more and found 
the house we are currently 
in.  Little did  we know,  this 
neighborhood would hold 
some of the best people we 
would ever meet. People who  
were more like family and 

we gained lifelong friends. 
Some of the original neigh-
bors are no longer here  and 
some have moved away, but 
the memories of them and the 
goodness still lingers. A pur-
pose and  higher power – a 
combined effort.

Neighbor John
A few years back, I 

was out looking for our dog, 
“Josie” who had run off. I 
was walking  up and down 

the streets. All of a sudden, 
I spotted her. I went walk-
ing through part of this yard 
to get her. Outside was a 
gentlemen that lived there, 
“John.” He started talking to 
me about Josie, which  led 
him to talk about the dogs he 
had. From there, he went on 
to talk about his wife, who 
he was taking care of, how 
long they had lived in that 
house, his time in WWII and 
his passion to collect western 
saddles and more. An hour 
and a half later, I left with an 
invite to come back and meet 
his wife and look at the sad-
dles. I  had a new friend and 
hopefully he felt the same 
way. I guess our dog running 
off was not such a bad thing 
after all.  A twist of fate that 
turned into a purpose or did 
“Josie” know something?

Good Morning
This past August we 

headed to Great Falls, Mon-
tana for a wedding. We de-
cided to stop for  breakfast in 
Jordan, Montana, (population 
389). The Summit Coral had 
the mom and pop’s cafe feel. 

We were the only ones in 
there besides two locals. We 
ordered and Scott went out-
side. I looked over at  the table 
and saw the one local sitting 
there having coffee. I said 
“Good Morning.” He looked 
at me and smiled and said “ 
Good Morning.” We started 
talking about the weather, 
always a good conversation 
starter. He (Frank) was telling 
me about all the grasshoppers 
that were getting into their 
crops. I don’t know why but I 
thought about the story of lo-
custs in the Bible. I told Frank 
that and he replied “Yes,” and 
recited a verse. “I have been 
studying the Bible for 50 
years,”  he said. I asked him, 
“So you were only 10 when 

you started?” He laughed 
and said, “I’m 88.” We 
talked about the world 
and people. 

His friend Skip 
(closer to our age) came 
back in and so did Scott. 

We learned about their 
life out there. Both Frank 

and Skip were ranchers. We 
came in as strangers and left 
as friends. You just never 
know who you are going to 
meet. What a coincidence 
I first thought, but I know it 
was for a purpose. 

Every encounter has an 
impact, whether we realize 
it or not. It can be subtle or 
more noticeable. 

Sometimes it is meant 
for you and sometimes it is 
meant for them. I believe ev-
erything happens for a reason 
and there is a purpose. Ulti-
mately, we determine if the 
encounter is a lesson, an op-
portunity, a blessing, a friend 
or even a soulmate. I’m grate-
ful for what has been and look 
forward to those yet to come.

By Shelley Berthiaume, 
Contributing Writer

MY NEW FRIEND, 
Frank, from Jordan, MT. 
(Photo by Shelley Berthi-
aume).

----- Close Encounters Of The Best Kind -----
Last week, the House 

majority again refused to 
compromise on a package 
to help us recover from 
the COVID-19 outbreak. 
As students continue with 
their school year and busi-
nesses struggle to re-open, 
it is critical they receive 
the support they need from 
the federal government. I 
voted against this partisan 
legislation because it put 
Speaker Pelosi’s political 
priorities ahead of the real 
needs of the American peo-
ple during this pandemic. 

Instead, I advanced 
some non-partisan policies 
that would benefit our en-
tire state. Check out what 
I was up to last week in 
Washington below…

Supporting Our 
Nation’s Teachers 
Last week, I introduced 

the Safe Teachers Assis-
tance and Return To School 
(STARTS) Act to assist ed-
ucators who have returned 
to the workplace for in-per-
son teaching. As the father 
of seven children, I believe 
in-person learning is vital 
for students. I am glad to 
see some of our schools 
reopening and returning to 
normal. However, I under-
stand the burden this puts 
on our educators to keep 
our students safe. 

I am dedicated to sup-
porting our teachers as 
they ensure a safe learning 
environment. This legis-
lation will help reduce the 
financial burden of any out-
of-pocket purchases they 
make.

Fighting For A Cure
This month, we recog-

nize Breast Cancer Aware-
ness Month. Breast cancer 
is a cruel disease that tears 
mothers from their chil-
dren, wives from their hus-
bands, and daughters from 
their parents. Having lost a 
sister to this disease, I know 

this pain to be all too real. 
My sister, Bridget, passed 
away from breast cancer, 
and my family was devas-
tated watching her fight this 
terrible disease.

I have consistently rec-
ognized the importance of 
medical research by prior-
itizing increased funding 
for the National Institutes 
of Health. Through their re-
search, I hope we will find 
a cure. 

I also supported the 
Palliative Care and Hospice 
Education and Training Act 
(PCHETA). I was proud to 
see this pass the House and 
hope it will receive consid-
eration in the Senate. This 
legislation would ensure a 
well-trained palliative care 
workforce through training, 
awareness, and enhanced 
research.

While we have made 
leaps and bounds in taking 
measures to prevent breast 
cancer, I believe that we 
must remain committed to 
preventing this unforgiv-
ing disease. Let us take this 
month to rededicate our-
selves to eradicating breast 
cancer once and for all.

National 
Manufacturing Week
This week, we cele-

brate National Manufactur-
ing Week, and Minnesota’s 
Sixth Congressional Dis-
trict is rich with outstanding 
manufacturers. 

Our manufacturers 
create the necessary items 
we rely on. For example, 
during this outbreak, they 
doubled down to create 
masks, ventilators, and 
items our health care facil-
ities needed to serve their 
fellow Minnesotans.

One outstanding 
manufacturing facility in 
our community is Metal 
Craft in Elk River. I have 
hosted my annual Young 
Women’s Leadership Pro-
gram there. Metal Craft is 
owned by Trisha Mowry - 
her business specializes in 
medical and surgical instru-
ment manufacturing. This 
small business provides a 
vital service to our medical 
device industry, and the pa-
tients who benefit.

Businesses like Metal 
Craft keep our nation’s 
economy moving and 
growing. I am grateful to 
represent a community that 
is the home to some of Min-
nesota’s best manufacturing 
companies. 

Minnesotans are hard-
working people and they 
deserve a strong state econ-
omy to provide jobs and 
prosperity. I will continue 
to emphasize the value of 
manufacturing-friendly 
policies because they are 
critical to central Minne-
sota.

Leading on FinTech
Last week, I hosted a 

hearing of the Task Force 
on Financial Technology. 
As the Ranking Member, 
I called for the creation 
of a Subcommittee on the 
House Financial Services 
Committee dedicated to 
examining and supporting 
new financial technologies.

Fintech stands to cre-
ate tremendous opportuni-
ties for a stronger financial 
future for millions previ-
ously excluded by our sys-
tem. This virtual hearing  

By Congressman 
Tom Emmer

COVID-19 Recovery Package Fails in House 
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Becker American 
Legion Auxiliary

Meetings are held the 
second Tues. of every month 
at the old fire hall in Becker, 
7 pm. Paula Hinds 763-262-
6679. 

Becker 
American Legion
Becker Legion meets 

the second Tues. of every 
month at 7 pm at Becker Le-
gion (old fire hall).

Becker AA Meeting
Area 35 Alcoholics 

Anonymous District 5 meets 
Thurs. at 8 pm at Church of 
Mary of the Visitation, 12100 
Sherburne Ave., Becker. 
Steve 612-889-1000.

Becker Boy Scout 
Pack 92 Cardboard, Paper 

& Aluminum
Bring your aluminum 

cans to the trailer located 
near Becker True Value & 
paper & cardboard recycla-
bles to the dumpsters near the 
same location the first Sat. of 
every month. There will be 
a Scout there to help unload 
between 9 am-12 pm. 

Becker Evangelical 
Ministries

Every Wed., 6-7:30 pm 
at Becker Middle School. 
GYM 45 - growing young 
men. HIS KIDZ - K-3rd 
grade. G.I.R.L.S. GROUP - 
4th & 5th grade girls. 

Becker Free Church 
(763) 261-4125 or register 
online at WWW.BECK-
ERFREECHURCH.ORG 
(under Youth Connection 
click “Event Registration”).

Becker Food Shelf 
Open Tues., 9-11 am 

& Thurs. 4-6 pm. The food 
shelf is  located 12060 Sher-
burne Ave. in City Hall. 763-
261-4612.

Becker Lions Club
Meetings are held the 

second Mon. each month at 
7 pm at Pebble Creek Bar & 
Grill. Dale Seavert 320-290-
5342.

Becker Lions Collecting 
Items To Recycle 

Items are: eye glasses, 
hearing aids, cell phones & 
printer ink cartridges. Collec-
tion boxes are located at the 
Becker Community Center 
(entryway) & Insight Eye care.

Becker Sons of the
American Legion

Squadron 193
Meets the third Tues. of 

each month at 7 pm at Becker 
Legion (old fire hall). Looking 
for new members. Commander 
John Fischbach 320-249-0579.

Becker Beyond the 
Yellow Ribbon Meeting

The monthly meetings 
are held 6 pm the third Thurs. 
of the month at Becker City 
Hall. 320-980-2752 or see 
the state website at www.be-
yondtheyellow ribbon.org. 

Big Lake OPEN 
AA Meetings

Mon., 7pm at the Church 
of Mary of the Visitation Cath-
olic Church, Big Lake. Big 
Book Study, Handicap Ac-
cessible. Questions? Contact: 
Rob, 763-218-5328.

Big Lake Al-Anon
Meetings held Mon., 7pm 

at the Church of Mary of the 
Visitation Catholic Church, 
440 Lake Street N, Big Lake. 
(church basement). Contact 
Laurie, 763-218-5330.

Big Lake Ambassador 
Scholarship Program 
You will find that our can-

didate season is an exciting 
time with our newly reincar-
nated SPUDSCHOOL, held 
on the fourth Monday of each 
month from 5:30-7:30.    

If you are interested in 
being a part of our program, 
or have a daughter at Inde-
pendence, the MS, or the HS, 

please email biglakeambassa-
dors@gmail.com or contact 
Director Katrine Nau-Jackson 
at 763-843-8338.

The Big Lake American Le-
gion Auxiliary 

Meets the first Tues. of 
each month at 6:30 pm. in the 
Senior Citizen Center at Big 
Lake City Hall. Please contact 
Kathy at 763-263-6093 for 
membership information.

Big Lake Beyond the 
Yellow Ribbon

The Big Lake Beyond 
the Yellow Ribbon meets at 
6:30pm on the third Mon., of 
each month in the Community 
Room adjacent to the Big Lake 
Police Dept. & the Big Lake 
Library.

Big Lake Community 
Food Shelf

The Big Lake Community 
Food Shelf exists to provide 
food & supplies for families in 
need residing in the Big Lake 
community. 

Our hours of service are 
Mon. & Thurs. 5:30-7:30 pm 
& Wed. 9-11 am. We also 
serve clients every “Freebie 
Friday” from 10:30-11:30 
am., providing produce, dairy, 
& bakery goods. To volunteer 
call 763-263-2432 or www.
blcfs.org.

The Big Lake Lions 
Looking for community 

minded people to join our 
organization. If interested in 
getting involved with our or-
ganization, please contact any 
Lion member or send a note to 
P.O. Box 128, Big Lake, MN 
55309 or 763-263-2218.

Big Lake Lioness
If you are interested in 

joining an organization ded-
icated to service within their 
community, come visit us the 
second Mon. of every month 
at the Lions Park on CR 5 in 
Big Lake. Social starts at 6:30 
pm & the meeting begins at 
7pm. All are welcome to at-
tend.

Big Lake Lioness
Fall/Winter Projects

Oct. business meeting will 
discuss the future of fall/winter 
projects while using COVID-
19 precautions. Nursing home 
bingo will resume when we get 
approval from CentraCare facil-
ity to restart.

In Sept. we began sending 
residents birthday cards to wish 
them “Happy Birthday”, and 
will continue until the end of 
the year for residents at the care 
facility.

Big Lake Lioness
Upcoming Holiday Projects

Our annual Halloween 
Dance for Options clients & 
families is dependent on them 
being open. Our Thanksgiving 
Gift Cards for Coborns for area 
Seniors will be sent to them via 
USPS rather than delivering 
in person. Without the support 
of the Big Lake Legion & Big 
Lake Auxiliary we could not do 
this project.

Our largest project, Shop-
ping with Santa which funds 
many of our other projects, is 
still in discussion since the proj-
ect will be based on COVID-19 
restrictions at the time & our 
ability to do so safely.

The Big Lake 
Woman of Today

Hold a monthly general 
meeting at Senior Activity 
Center located in the Big 
Lake City Office Building on 
the 3rd Thurs. of the month 
@ 7pm. Contact Natalie @ 
612-518-3504 or find us at 
FaceBook or www.biglake-
womenof today.webs.com.

Clear Lake Legion 
Meets the second Tues. 

of the month at Palmer Twp. 
Hall. The Legion will meet at 
7 pm. New members are al-
ways welcome. Bud Stimmler 
at 320-761-5793.

Clearwater AA/Alanon
Meeting is at 7 pm, Sun. 

night at Clearwater United 

Methodist Church, 405 Main 
St. Clearwater. 320-310-1399 
AA or 320-558-6613 for Al-
Anon.

Clearwater AA Meeting
Mon. nights, 7 pm at 

Church of St. Luke, 17545 
Huber Ave. NW, Clearwater. 
320-558-2124.

Clearwater Legion
Clearwater Legion meet-

ings are held the second Thurs. 
of the month. Auxiliary 6:30 
pm, S.A.L. at 7 pm, Legion 
7:30 pm. Senior Lunch first 
Thurs. of the month at noon 
at Clearwater Legion, Clear-
water.

Clearwater-Clear Lake 
Food Shelf

Open Mon. 5:30-7 pm, 
Tues. 9-11 am & 6-8 pm, Wed. 
3-5 pm & in the brown Lions 
Community Building beneath 
the water tower in Clearwater.  
We service residents of Clear-
water & Clear Lake.

Clearwater
Narcotics Anonymous 

 Meetings are at 7 pm, 
Wed. night at Clearwater 
United Methodist Church, 405 
Main St. Clearwater. 612-607-
4484.

Dementia Support Group
The fourth Wed. of each 

month at 10-11 am, Room 19 
at Becker Community Center, 
11500 Sherburne Ave. No 
cost to join. Tami Kolbinger at 
612-590-2449 or email tjkol-
binger@ gmail.com.

DivorceCare 
13-wk. group designed 

to help those recovering from 
separation or divorce & face 
the challenges to move toward 
rebuilding their life. Mon. 
through Dec. 7, 6:30-8pm at 
Riverside Church (20314 CR 
14, Big Lake). Visit www.
myriversidechurch.com/di-
vorcecare.

FREE - Advocates for
 Independence

 First & third Wed. of the 
month 2-4 pm at Independent 
Lifestyles, 215 North Benton 
Drive, Sauk Rapids. Make a 
difference in your commu-
nity for people w/disabilities. 
Michele Pelka 320-281-2042.  
All abilities are welcome to 
attend.

Free Grace Recovery
Sun. 6-8 pm at Clear Lake 

Town Hall, 7684 1st Ave. W. 
Clear Lake. A light meal will 
be served at 6 pm. Everyone 
is welcome. Justin or Renee at 
612-384-9069.

FREE - The Saint Cloud 
Area Parkinson’s Disease 

(PD) Support Group 
invites you to “Coffee & 
Conversation” the last Wed. 
monthly at 10 am at Edge-
wood Living 677 Brianna 
Drive, Sartell. Meetings are 
open to those diagnosed w/
PD, their families, caregivers, 
& the general public. Group 
provides support, educa-
tion, & awareness about the  
disease. Bobbi 320-281-3343.  

God’s Grub Community 
Meal

Second Sun. of every 
month, 4:30-6:30 pm. Saron 
Lutheran, Big Lake, 311 Lake 
Street South. Served curbside, 
ready to go.

GriefShare
13-wk. group for those 

grieving the loss of family 
member/friend.  Mon. through 
Dec. 7 @ 6:30pm or Thurs., 
though Dec. 11  @ 1pm at 
Riverside Church (20314 CR 
14, Big Lake). Visit www.
myriversidechurch.com/grief-
share.

GRRL Offers 
Grab & Go Service

Great River Regional Li-
brary now offers Grab & Go 
service, so you can continue 
borrowing from your local 
library. Browse your local 

library for books & items to 
check out. Look through the 
bookshelves, ask library staff 
questions, & pick up your 
holds, while keeping your visit 
as brief as possible.

Additional services may 
vary by location. You can 
call your local library to find 
out more. Remember to look 
on our website at griver.org/
locations to see your library’s 
phone number & service 
hours. 

Living with Parkinson’s 
Under The Age of 60
We meet the third Tuesday  

of each month from 6:30-8pm 
at Saron Lutheran Church, 311 
Lake Street So., Big Lake, MN 
55309.  

Specific topics will be 
scheduled along with open 
forum. Spouse/Care Partner/
Family are encouraged to at-
tend!    Any questions, please 
call Camille Johnson at 763-
350-7401.

Mental Health 
Discussion Group

Meets Mon., 6-7 pm at 
Independent Lifestyles, 215 
N. Benton Dr., Sauk Rapids. 
This is a free group, everyone 
is welcome. Ricky 320-281-
2025.

Parkinson’s Disease
Support Group

Meets third Mon. of the 
month, from 1-2:30 pm at IL-
ICIL Independent Lifestyles, 
215 N. Benton Dr., Sauk 
Rapids. This free group pro-
vides support, education, & 
awareness about the disease. 
Independent Lifestyles at 320-
529-9000.

Rivers of Hope
Advocates for ending 

family violence, is a non-profit 
community based agency 
offering advocacy, support, 
education & referral services 
for victims of family violence. 
Working in partnerships w/
schools, law enforcement, 
social service agencies & the 
court system in Sherburne & 
Wright Co. 763-295-3433 or 
1-800-439-2642 or info@riv-
ersofhope. org. Free & con-
fidential. Phones answered 
24/7.

Snake River Free Mission 
Church Upcoming Events

Hymn sings are held every 
other month on the second 
Sun. at 4:30 pm. Please join us 
Sun., Oct. 11, for Hymn sing. 
Check Snake River Church 
FaceBook page for updates.

5 mi. N of Hwy 10 on CR 
11, 1.5 mi. E n CR4 & then 
L on 180th Ave (8940 180th 
Ave), Becker. Mary 612-219-
8648. 

Volunteer as a Foster 
Grandparent 

Local schools & organi-
zations need caring adults like 
you! Orientation, training & 
ongoing support are provided. 

Pat Braun 612-390-0617.

Wright County 
Community Action

You have been affected & 
are having or are anticipating 
having difficulity paying your  
mortgage, WCCA is here to 
help you navigate your op-
tions & keep your home. To 
speak with a homeownership 
advisor, call Wright County 
Community Action at 320-
963-6500 ext. 238 today. 
Services are unbiased, confi-
dential & free of charge. 

Young @ Heart
Group meeting at Re-

joice Lutheran Church in 
Clearwater, will be canceled 
until further notice. We will 
wait until the state allows 
churches & other gatherings 
to begin & then look at our 
group & make a decision. 

Announcements

CATHOLIC CHARITIES / MEALS ON WHEELS
OCTOBER 12-16

During this COVID-19 pandemic
Mon-Fri meals are: 

“What’s on the Menu - Frozen Meals”
Frozen meals are available for weekends.

1% milk is served with every meal. 
Menu subject to change.

Call 763-856-4082 for more information.
Suggested contribution for person 60+ & vol-

unteers is $4.25 - $8.

BUSINESS  & PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICES DIRECTORY

Serving the Metro &
Surrounding Areas Since 1967
www.c-sblacktopping.com
Major Credit Cards accepted 

FREE ESTIMATES
aa  ““ggrreeeenn””  ppaavviinngg  ccoonnttrraaccttoorr

RESIDENTIAL COMMERCIAL
PAVING CONTRACTORS

763.428.2225

Asphalt

Attorneys

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

763-262-2889

www.jeddelohsnyder.com

• Family Law
• Real Estate
• Business Planning
• Business Litigation
• Wills & Trusts
• Estate Planning
• Guardianships

101 Jefferson Blvd.
Big Lake

Cleaning

763-568-5558

DEBBIE’S CLEANING 
SERVICE, LLC

Buzz
Me

Homes • Offices • New Construction

“busy as a bee”

PETERSON -
GRIMSMO

250 East Broadway 
Monticello, MN 55362
763-295-2918

FUNERAL CHAPEL
Serving your community since 1933

Funeral

SOD
BECKER SOD
• Premium Kentucky Bluegrass

• Delivered, Installed or Pickup
CONVENIENT SELF-SERVE 

AT END OF DRIVEWAY
7162 165th Ave. SE, Becker
1 (763) 261-5363 or 
call 1-800-677-9356

www.beckersod.com

SodSod

Game Time

This Weeks Calendar Events:
Sun. - Oct. 11, 2020
** National Food Bank Week (10/11-10/17)
Mon. - Oct. 12, 2020
** National School Lunch Week (10/12-10/16)
** National Gumbo Day
** National Savings Day
** National Freethought Day
Tues. - Oct. 13, 2020
** Ada Lovelace Day
Wed. - Oct. 14, 2020
** Emergency Nurses Day
** National Stop Bullying Day
Thurs. - Oct. 15, 2020
** Get Smart About Credit Day
Fri. - Oct. 16, 2020
** Dictionary Day
Sat. - Oct. 17, 2020
** National Playing Card Collection Day

 

RSVP / The Volunteer Bridge
Metro North Adult Basic Education – Students of all ages started 
educational programs this fall!  Help teach adults in the Elk River 
community learn the English language, and potentially earn their high 
school diploma equivalent.  Volunteers needed to assist students on 
a one-on-one basis under an ABE instructor.  Flexible schedules and 
training provided. 
Sherburne County Driver’s License and Recording Assistant – 
Help is needed in the Recording office at the Sherburne Government 
building!  Be the point of contact for individuals coming in to receive 
service, help direct patrons to the correct paperwork, and assist in 
answering questions.  Background check will be required prior to vol-
unteering.  Pre-service training provided!  Precautions are in place to 
ensure volunteers’ health and safety. 
BBBS Virtual Mentor – With these uncertain times, the youth and 
families Big Brothers Big Sisters serve are among the hardest hit, and 
they are doing everything they can to keep them safe and supported. 
Children are needing mentorship now more than ever! They now offer 
virtual matching - you can attend an Info Session, be interviewed and 
meet your Little through Zoom! This is a one-on-one volunteer oppor-
tunity to provide friendship and guidance to a child in Central MN. 
The volunteer will meet with their Little 3 - 4 times a month for 12 
months.  
If you are interested in volunteering in these or other opportunities, 
please contact:

RSVP/The Volunteer Bridge
763-635-4505

RSVP@ci.stcloud.mn.us
SherburneUnitedWay.org/Volunteer

October - Sherburne County 
Health & Human Services - Classes are as follows:

WIC (Women, Infants & Children) is for women who are pregnant, breastfeeding, recently 
had a baby, infants and children to their 5th birthday.  WIC provides nutrition education, 
breastfeeding support, healthy foods and referrals to health services/community resources. 
The service is free, and you or your children may be eligible.  For more information, please 
call 763-765-4116 or 1-800-433-5239, or check out the website http://www.co.sherburne.
mn.us/hhs/wic.php. The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits dis-
crimination in the administration of its programs. WIC is an equal opportunity provider.
Immunization Tuesdays
Sherburne County’s Immunization Clinic offers free or low cost immunizations for children 
18 years of age or younger and uninsured or underinsured adults 19 years and older in 
Minnesota who meet eligibility guidelines on Tuesdays from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.  Call for an 
appointment or more information, 763-765-4000 or 1-800-433-5239.

Becker Area Senior Center
(BASC) Upcoming Events

TUESDAY & THURSDAY   9AM – 2PM
WEDNESDAY – Special Programs 
BASC 763-528-0643    
Email: basc.becker@gmail.com  
WEBSITE: www.beckerareaseniorcenter.org

 COVID-19 has brought many changes to our 
world, our country, our cities, our families and 

to BASC.  We have experienced being unable to 
meet in our room at Becker City Hall, changing 
to Get-togethers in the park on every Tuesday 
and now meeting in the park on Tuesdays when 

weather permits.   

Becker / Big Lake
Meals on Wheels
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Pick up a copy 
of the PATRIOT 
at the following 

locations:

CLEARWATER: 
Coborn’s; 

SANTIAGO: 
General Store; 

BECKER: 
Food Pride, 

PATRIOT office; 
BIG LAKE: 
Coborn’s

NOTICE OF ASSOCIATION 
LIEN FORECLOSURE SALE

WHEREAS, default has been 
made in the terms and conditions 
of the Declaration of Marshes of 
Trout Brook Homeowners Associ-
ation, CIC No. 40 (henceforth the 
Declaration) dated May 2, 2003 
and recorded in the office of the 
County Recorder in and for Sher-
burne County, Minnesota on May 
9, 2003 as Document No. 506220 
which said Lien covers the follow-
ing described property situated in 
the County of Sherburne and State 
of Minnesota, to-wit:

Lot 17, Block 1, Marshes 
of Trott Brook Farms, CIC 
No. 40, according to the plat 
thereof on file or of record in 
the office of the County Re-
corder in and for Sherburne 
County, Minnesota.
Street Address: 18585 Tyler 
Drive Northwest, Elk River, 
MN 
PID #757010117
WHEREAS, pursuant to said 

Declaration, there is claimed to 
be due and owing as of the date 
of this Notice by Christopher B. 
Wamsley and Jennifer M. Wams-
ley as unit owners to Marshes of 
Trout Brook Homeowners As-
sociation, the principal amount 
of Four Thousand Four Hundred 
Thirty-nine Dollars and 00/100 
($4,439.00) for assessments 
through September, 2020; and no 
action being now pending at law 
or otherwise to recover said debt 
or any part thereof, and;

WHEREAS, pursuant to said 
Declaration, said debt creates a 
lien upon said premises in favor 
of Marshes of Trout Brook Home-
owners Association.       

NOW, THEREFORE, notice 
is hereby given that by virtue of 
the power of sale created by stat-
ute, said lien will be foreclosed by 
the sale of said premises with the 
hereditaments and appurtenances, 
which said sale will be made by 
the Sheriff of Sherburne County, 
Minnesota at Sheriff’s Main Office 
Lobby in the Sherburne County 
Government Center, 13880 Busi-
ness Center Drive, in the City of 
Elk River in said County on No-
vember 5, 2020 at 10:00 a.m., at  
public auction to the highest bid-
der, for cash, to pay the amount 
then due for said assessments, 
together with the costs of foreclo-
sure, including attorney’s fees as 
allowed by law. The time allowed 
by law for redemption by the unit 
owners, their personal representa-
tives or assigns, is six (6) months 
from the date of said sale.

TIME AND DATE TO VA-
CATE PROPERTY: If the real 
estate is an owner-occupied single 
family dwelling, unless otherwise 
provided by law, the date on or 
before which the unit owners must 
vacate the property if the lien is 
not reinstated under section 580.30 
or the property is not redeemed 
under section 580.23 is 11:59 p.m. 
on May 5, 2021. If the foregoing 
date is a Saturday, Sunday or legal 
holiday, then the date to vacate the 
property is the next business day 
at 11:59 p.m. 
Dated:   September 2, 2020

MARSHES OF TROUT 
BROOK HOMEOWNERS AS-
SOCIATION 	
FULLER, SEAVER & SWAN-
SON, P.A.
By: /s/ Timothy D. Fuller	      
32694
12400 Portland Avenue South, 
Suite 132 
Burnsville, MN 55337 
(952) 890-0888
Attorneys for Marshes of Trout 
Brook Homeowners Association. 
(Published in the Patriot: 
09/05/20; 09/12/20; 09/19/20; 
09/26/20; 10/03/20; 10/10/20).
___________________________

Office of the Minnesota 
Secretary of State

Certificate of Assumed Name
     Minnesota Statutes, 

Chapter 333
The filing of an assumed 

name does not provide a user with 
exclusive rights to that name. The 
filing is required for consumer 
protection in order to enable cus-
tomers to be able to identify the 
true owner of a business.
ASSUMED NAME: Rapid Lawn 
Care
PRINCIPAL PLACE OF BUSI-
NESS: 14775 293rd Avenue NW 
Zimmerman MN 55398 United 
States
NAMEHOLDER(S):
Name:  
LKB Property Services, LLC
Address:
14775 293rd Avenue NW Zim-
merman MN 55398 United 
States

If you submit an attachment, 
it will be incorporated into this 
document. If the attachment con-
flicts with the information specif-
ically set forth in this document, 
this document supersedes the data 
referenced in the attachment.

By typing my name, I, the un-
dersigned, certify that I am sign-
ing this document as the person 
whose signature is required, or 
as agent of the person(s) whose 
signature would be required who 
has authorized me to sign this 
document on his/her behalf, or in 
both capacities. I further certify 
that I have completed all required 
fields, and that the information in 
this document is true and correct 
and in compliance with the appli-
cable chapter of Minnesota Stat-
utes. I understand that by signing 
this document I am subject to the 
penalties of perjury as set forth in 
Section 609.48 as if I had signed 
this document under oath.
SIGNED BY: Miller Legal
MAILING ADDRESS: None Pro-
vided
EMAIL FOR OFFICIAL NO-
TICES: kathy.seanor@millerle-
gal.com
Work Item 1180978200024

Original  Fi le  Number 
1180978200024
STATE OF MINNESOTA OF-
FICE OF THE SECRETARY OF 
STATE
FILED
09/25/2020 11:59 PM
/s/ Steve Simon 
Secretary of State
(Published in the Patriot: 
10/03/20; 10/10/20).
___________________________

DEADLINES
Notices & Legals 
Wednesday At 

Noon

Contact Kathy: 
763-275-0275 

or Email: 
legasls.kathy@

patriotnewsmn.com

Obituaries

Colin was born 
in Wells Minne-
sota to Clifford 
and Edna 
Fisher. He 
g radua ted 
from Rock-
ford High 
School in 
1957 and 
went onto 
a vocational 
school. He mar-
ried Grace Ander-
son June 24, 1961.  He 
worked at Groves-Kelco, the 
St  Cloud Reformatory, and 
finished his employment  driv-
ing semi-truck with his wife. 
They settled in Becker/Foley 
area to raise their family. Colin 
was a devoted husband and fa-
ther. He loved football, base-
ball, and working in his shop, 
planting trees and flowers.  He 
took great delight in spending 
time with his family.

He is survived by his wife 

Grace of 59 years 
and their dog 

Nickel; chil-
dren Kelly 
( Ju s t i ne ) 
F i s h e r , 
P a t r i c k 
( J o d y ) 
F i s h e r , 
A l l i s o n 

( B o b ) 
Brockway, 

Tim (Milissa) 
Fisher and Tracy 

(Mike)  Welsh; 
many beautiful grand- and 

great-grandchildren; brother 
Robert (Lois)Fisher; relatives 
and friends.

He was preceded in death 
by his parents Clifford and 
Edna, brother Butch, and an 
infant son

Memorials are preferred to 
St. Jude’s.  Due to COVID a 
celebration of life will follow 
at a later date.

COLIN F. FISHER, AGE 81
BECKER, MN

AUGUST 10, 1939 – SEPTEMBER 27, 2020

Graveside Ser-
vices was Thurs-
day, October 
8, 2020 at 
Immaculate 
Conception 
Cemetery in 
Becker for 
David “Pat” 
H. Zupon, 
age 76, who 
passed away 
Friday at The 
Gardens at Foley 
in Foley. A Celebra-
tion of Life will be at a later 
date. Arrangements have been 
entrusted to Williams Ding-
mann Family Funeral Home, 
Becker.

Pat was born January 3, 
1944 in Pequot Lakes to Her-
bert & Frances (Drawbridge) 
Zupon. He served our coun-
try in the U.S. Army for three 
years. Pat married Jan Wa-
choltz on April 23, 1966 at St. 
Augustine Catholic Church in 
Austin. They lived in Coon 
Rapids prior to moving to 
Becker in 1997. Pat worked as 
a Machinist and Quality Tech-
nician for Graco for 36 years, 
retiring December 31, 2002. 
He was a member of Mary 
of the Visitation Catholic and 
the Knights of Columbus. Pat 

enjoyed fishing, 
hunting, camp-

ing, traveling 
with family, 
and volun-
teering at 
RSVP and 
c h u r c h . 
He was 
a caring 

person who 
loved his 

grandkids and 
was very proud 

of his family. Pat 
was an excellent carpen-

ter and handyman.
Pat is survived by his 

wife, Jan of Becker; sons and 
daughter, Michael (Robin) of 
Houston, TX, Gregory (Tami) 
of Coon Rapids, and Valerie 
(Randy) Hanson of Becker; 
brothers and sisters, Kenneth 
(Betty) of North Branch, Vicki 
(Ken) Nodo of Rice, Harold 
(Jamie) of Ramsey, Kathleen 
(Steve) Dombeck of Elk River, 
and Phyllis Zupon of Chicago, 
IL; and grandchildren, Austin, 
Nick, Jordan, Sydney, Haley, 
Hope, and Amanda. Pat was 
preceded in death by his par-
ents; and brother, John.

Obituary and Guest Book 
available online: www.wil-
liamsdingmann.com

DAVID “PAT” H. ZUPON, 76
BECKER, MN

JANUARY 3, 1944 – OCTOBER 2, 2020

Marlys Jean 
Burns passed 
away peace-
fully on Sep-
tember 17th, 
2020.  She 
was born in 
Irvington, 
Wisconsin, 
on Septem-
ber 30th, 
1927 to her 
parents Adolf 
and Irene Thomp-
son. Marlys was met 
on the other side by her hus-
band “Vern,” her beloved son 
Steve, her siblings “Bud” and 
Ione, and her parents. Missing 
her dearly are her children: 
Sue, Linda, Karen and Bruce, 
as well as their spouses Gary, 
Bryan, Mike and Shelly. Her 

legacy will be car-
ried on by the 

g r a n d c h i l -
dren who 
adored her: 
J a m i e , 
K a s e y , 
Brandon, 
Angie and 
Amy.

Marlys 
was a ray of 

sunshine on a 
cloudy day and 

will be missed by 
all who knew her. She 

brought warmth and comfort 
to her family who love her in-
finitely.

May she Rest In Peace and 
Love.

MARLYS JEAN BURNS, AGE 92
ST. MICHAEL, MN (FORMERLY OF BECKER 

AND ANNANDALE)
SEPTEMBER 30, 1927 – SEPTEMBER 17, 2020

Ordinance No. 228, 2nd Series Summary
AN ORDINANCE REVISING CHAPTER 6, SECTION 6.20 

RELATING TO TOBACCO
The following official summary of the ordinance referred to has 

been approved by the City Council of Becker as clearly informing 
the public of the intent and effect of the amendments.

Chapter 6, Other Business Regulations and Licensing
Section 6.20 TOBACCO

Subd. 1 Purpose
Subd. 2 Definitions
Subd. 3 License
Subd. 4 Fees
Subd. 5 Basis for Denial of License 
Subd. 6 Prohibited Sales
Subd. 7 Responsibility
Subd. 8 Compliance Checks and Inspections 
Subd. 9 Other Prohibited Acts
Subd. 10 Exceptions and Defenses 
Subd. 11 Violations and Penalties 
Subd. 12 Severability

This ordinance reorganizes Section 6.20 and raises the legal pur-
chase age for tobacco from 18 to 21, increases administrative fines 
for illegal sales to minors and increases the look-back period for 
subsequent violations to mirror state statues.

A printed copy of the entire ordinance is available for inspection 
by any person at City Hall any Monday through Friday between the 
hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.

This document hereby is made a part of this ordinance and is 
attached hereto. 
/s/ Mike Doering, Mayor Pro Tem
ATTEST:	
 /s/ Julie Blesi, City Clerk
(Published in the Patriot: 10/10/20).

Passed away 
peacefully at 
home on Octo-
ber 1, 2020. 

D o r i s 
was born 
J a n u a r y 
21, 1925 
in Hud-
son, South 
Dakota to 
Gus t  and 
Anna Ring. The 
family moved to 
Minnesota in 1941. 
She married Charles Clitty 
in 1942 where they lived 
in Becker until 1959. They 
moved to Spring Lake Park 
where she currently resided. 
She was a mother to nine 
children. Jerry (Holiday, FL), 
Joey (deceased age 7), Chuck 
(deceased age 19 in Vietnam), 
Randy (Becker, MN), Dawn 
Goldman & Ray (Harris, MN), 
Steve (Stacy, MN), Renee Sjo-

din & Paul (East 
Bethel, MN), 

Joel (SLP), 
R h o n d a 
Hanson & 
Bill Haw 
( C e d a r , 
MN). Pre-
ceded in 
death by 
h u s b a n d , 

brother & 
sister. She 

has been a Gold 
Star mother since 

1968. She will be missed 
by her children, grandchil-
dren, great-grandchildren, & a 
great-great grandchild. 

Services were held on 
October 6 at Miller Funeral 
Home in Fridley. Interment 
Becker Cemetery.   

Miller Funeral Home 763-
571-1300, millerfuneralfrid-
ley.com 

DORIS LARAYNE CLITTY (RING), AGE 95
SPRING LAKE PARK, MN

JANUARY 21, 1925 – OCTOBER 1, 2020

SHERBURNE COUNTY 
RECORDER VITAL 

STATISTICS 
MARRIAGE APPLICA-

TION REPORT - 
SEPTEMBER 2020 

Lisa Marie Rambo and Mar-
tin Scott Healy of Zimmerman; 
Gage Jeffrey Cramer and Heather 
Rose Freitag of Zimmerman; 
Randi Kay Vinje and Tyler Greg-
ory Mandler of Watford City, ND; 
Tiffany Ann Bayless and John 
Charles Mingo Jr of Zimmer-
man; Joseph Frank Kachinske 
and Cindy Lou Asleson of St. 
Cloud; Justin John Peterson and 
Shelby Rae Bach of Elk River; 
Zachery Paul Thoe and Emily 
Rose Fenske of Big Lake; Caro-
lyn Ann Peters and Keith Joseph 
Block of Princeton; John Harold 
Nagorski and Lori Kay Janowiec 
of Big Lake; Brittany Noel Za-
jicek and Austin John Niznik, of 
Elk River; Rachel Melissa Clark  
of Franklin, WI and Brian Jerome 
Tiry of Becker; Gardenia Gomez 
and Franklin Alexis Panora of 
Big Lake; Zachery Paul Thoe and 
Emily Rose Fenske of Big Lake; 
Ethan John Swirtz and Hannah 
Marie Stephany of Zimmerman; 
Lori Lee Kluver and Nicholas Lee 
Ellingson of Big Lake; Samantha 
Renae Elkins and Justin Tyler 
Mikel of Princeton; Ashley Marie 
Ciskovsky of Princeton and Philip 
Mathew Laplante of Zimmerman; 
Christine Marie Wilson and John 
Bennett Waldron of Otsego; Tif-
fany Marie Martinez and William 
Alexander Powell II of Big Lake; 
Cory Jon Strasser and Shelby Rae 
Edmondson of Zimmerman; Mark 
John More and Lindsay Nichole 
Travis of Zimmerman; Danielle 
Marie Steinke of Otsego and 
Nicholas Paul Chase of Brooklyn 
Park; Matthew David Geske  of 
Saint Louis Park and Emily Ni-
cole Brinza of Elk River; Ashley 
Demarre Keenan and Katelyn 
Mary Senko of Elk River; Ni-
cole Renee Vermillion and Austin 
Mark Lindell of Becker; Naomi 
Isabel Charriez and James Ar-
thur Deziel of Saint Cloud; Senia 
R Martinez and Kevin Eugene 
Calvert Jr of Big Lake; Susan 
Marie Farber and Larry Dean 
Longmore Jr of Elk River; Trang 
Thi Thanh Nguyen and Tuan 
Hoang Le of Big Lake; Zackary 
Rockwell Lenz and Kayla Kay 
Koosman of Zimmerman; Des-
tiny Mariah Tong and Jacob Ryan 
David Engel of Zimmerman; Jed 
Edward Thompson and Megan 
Jean Knopik of Big Lake; Sean 
Michael Hrab and Chelsey Rae 
Ford of Elk River; Hannah Mack-
enzie Brown and Gabriel James 
Madson of Durham, NC; Cary-
Gene Gilard and Anna Paige 
Helein of Big Lake; Alexander 
James Lorendo and Rachel Lynn 
Mueller of Zimmerman; Ashley 
Michelle Hansen and Cory An-
thony Bosshart of Elk River; Dana 
Leaann Thompson and Charles 
Thomas Longley of Zimmerman; 
Charles Christopher Johnson of 
East Bethel and Sabrina Marie 
Mackner of Elk River; Elizabeth 
Valerie Rodahl and Lee Michael 
Hegna of Elk River; Neal Patrick 
Thielke and Cortney Jo Adamski 
of Clear Lake; David Joseph 
Starkey and Paula Kae Winter of 
Clear Lake; Donald Joseph King 
Mr of Princeton and Debra Diane 
Mcneill-Palm Mrs of Zimmer-
man.	

CARES ACT FUNDING MAY BE AVAILABLE FOR 
YOUR NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION! 

Has your local nonprofit been negatively impacted 
financially by the COVID-19 Pandemic? 

Big Lake Township is developing a Nonprofit 
Organization Grant Program which may help you! 

If your nonprofit organization serves residents of Big 
Lake Township or the City of Big Lake 

contact Big Lake Township for an application. 
On the web:  www.biglaketownship.com/CARES 

Email:  staff@biglaketownship.com  
Call:  763-263-8111  

(Published in the Patriot: 10/10/20).

ATTENTION!! 

EMMER  from page 6---------------------------------------
focused on the importance 
of simplifying regulations 
and promoting clarity to en-
sure Americans can utilize 
new technologies to im-
prove their financial future.

Adoption Honorees
Tuesday morning, I 

had the honor of talking to 
a special family in Minne-
sota’s Sixth Congressional 
District, Markus, Sarah and 
Olivia Yager.

The Yagers are our 
2020 Angels in Adoption 
honorees. Each year, the 
Congressional Coalition on 
Adoption Institute (CCAI) 
selects families across the 
nation who have demon-
strated a commitment to 
improving the lives of chil-
dren in need of permanent, 
loving, forever homes. The 
Yagers are being honored 
this year for their enduring 
fight and endless sacrifices 
to adopt their daughter, Ol-
ivia. They deserve this out-
standing recognition.

Markus and Sarah 
Yager started their adop-
tion process in 2017, a year 

and a half later they were 
matched with their daugh-
ter, Olivia. Early in May 
of 2019, they went to meet 
and formally adopt their 
daughter. During their time 
in Nigeria, they had some 
paperwork delays, and after 
two weeks, Markus had to 
return to the United States 
for work, leaving Sarah and 
Olivia behind to finalize the 
adoption process. 

They navigated the 
Nigerian adoption sys-
tem for months, paying 
fees, travel expenses, and 
making many sacrifices, 
but through their faith 
in Christ, they endured. 
Shortly before Thanksgiv-
ing in November of 2019, 
their family became com-
plete and they all traveled 
home.

My office is equipped 
to assist individuals with 
foreign adoptions. If you 
are in need of assistance, 
please contact my casework 
team or call my district of-
fice at 763-241-6848.
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Classifieds

MINNESOTA BLACKTOP-
PING. Residential & com-
mercial. Driveways, parking 
lots, asphalt, paving & asphalt 
patchwork. No job too small. 
Call for a free estimate 320-
259-7874 office. 3636 Quail 
Rd., Sauk Rapids. We accept 
Visa & Mastercard. 
www.mnblacktopping.net
________________________

Asphalt/Blacktopping

MURPHY
CHEVROLET

New & Used Cars & Trucks
(320) 968-6239

www.murphychevrolet.com

Automotive

   OAK PARK 
    CREAMERY:
See us for all your feed 
needs. Hubbard, Heims, 
Purina & Oak Park brand 
feeds. Crystalyx tubs. We 
specialize in small orders 
of custom made feed. 
Fencing supplies, Alfalfa 
& grass seed. Twine spe-
cials: 9600-170 $30/bale, 
net wrap 48 x 9840 $190/
roll. Now handling Hitec 
silage bags.     
OAK PARK CREAMERY
16623 Ironwood Rd NE 
    Oak Park, MN 
     320-968-7864

Farm Supplies

WE PAY CASH FOR USED 
GUNS. Stu’s Gunsmithing 
320-258-3980, 3030 12th St. 
SE, St. Cloud.
________________________

Gunsmith

HASSAN SAND & GRAVEL 
has a large selection of dec-
orative rock, pulverized & 
screened topsoil, all types of 
driveway aggregates, wood & 
rubber mulch, landscape sup-
plies, play/volleyball/mason 
sand, fieldstone boulders, 
steps & natural quarry stone, 
drainage supplies. M-F 7am-
4pm & Sat. 7am-noon, 13530 
Williamdale Rd., Rogers. 763-
428-2393.
www.HassanSand.com
________________________

Landscaping Supplies

THE CLASSIC, EDGE & E, 
Outdoor Wood, Pellet & Corn 
by Central Boiler. Take Advan-
tage of The Rebates available 
now, Including Additional Dis-
counts and State Fair Specials 
Give us a call or see us at the 
fair. Class-Act Outdoor Fur-
nace 763-972-6255                              
CLASSACTFURANCE.COM
________________________

Outdoor Furnaces

TOTAL LAWN CARE, INC.
Locally owned & operated 
since 1985. Fertilization, core 
aeration, guaranteed control 
of: weeds, crabgrass, mos-
quitoes, ants/ticks/spiders, 
grubworms and Emerald Ash 
Borer. Experience the differ-
ence! 320-685-4131. 
www.lawntlc.info.                            
________________________

Lawn Care

OFFICE OR RETAIL SPACE. 
Hwy 10 frontage in Becker. 
1100 sq. ft. Available immedi-
ately. Call 763-261-2425.
________________________

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT -
at 935 Clearwater Center in 
Clearwater (next to The Kettle
Restaurant) 364 sq. ft. $425 
per mo. Includes utilities. 320-
558-6800 Carol Halvorson
________________________

Office/Retail For Rent

Adoption

ADOPTION. California couple 
promises baby loving home and 
secure future. Family friendly 
neighborhood, devoted grand-
parents, excellent schools, gentle 
pets. Generous living expenses 
paid. Ed and Danielle 1(818)923-
3122 or attorney 1(310)663-3467. 
(MCN)

Announcements

INVESTIGATE BEFORE YOU 
INVEST! Midwest Free Commu-
nity Paper Association does not 
knowingly accept fraudulent or 
deceptive advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to thoroughly in-
vestigate all classifieds and other 
ads which require an investment. 
(MCN)

Automobiles

DONATE YOUR CAR TO 
CHARITY. Receive maximum 
value of write off for your taxes. 
Running or not! All conditions 
accepted. Free pickup. Call for 
details. 855-752-6680 (MCN)

___________

DONATE YOUR CAR, 
TRUCK TO HERITAGE FOR 
THE BLIND. Free 3 Day Va-
cation, Tax Deductible, Free 
Towing, All Paperwork Taken 
Care Of. CALL 1-855-977-7030 
(MCN)

___________

CASH FOR CARS: We Buy 
Any Condition Vehicle, 2002 
and Newer. Competitive Offer! 
Nationwide FREE Pick Up! Call 

Now For a Free Quote! 888-366-
5659(MCN)

Cable/ Internet

BEST SATELLITE TV with 2 
Year Price Guarantee! $59.99/mo 
with 190 channels and 3 months 
free premium movie channels! 
Free next day installation! Call 
855-824-1258. (MCN)

___________

Earthlink High Speed Internet. 
As Low As $14.95/month (for 
the first 3 months.) Reliable High 
Speed. Fiber Optic Technology. 
Stream Videos, Music and More! 
Call Earthlink Today 1-855-679-
7096 (MCN)

___________

High-Speed Internet. We in-
stantly compare speed, pricing, 
availability to find the best ser-
vice for your needs. Starting at 
$39.99/month! Quickly compare 
offers from top providers. Call 
1-855-399-9295 (MCN)

___________

DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Chan-
nels + $14.95 High Speed In-
ternet. Free Installation, Smart 
HD DVR Included, Free Voice 
Remote. Some restrictions apply. 
1-844-316-8876. (MCN)

Financial

The COVID crisis has cost us 
all something. Many have lost 
jobs and financial security. Have 
$10K In Debt? Credit Cards. 
Medical Bills. Car Loans. Call 
NATIONAL DEBT RELIEF! 
We can help! Get a FREE debt 

relief quote: Call 1-866-552-
0649. (MCN)

For Sale

Trailer Sale, 6X12 V-nose Ramp 
door Aluminum Frame Save 
$1,000.00, 14,000 lb. & 20,000 
lb. Gravity Tilt Skidloader trail-
ers. Just In DUMP trailers: 
5’X10’ up to 83”X16’. Prices 
& info: www.FortDodgeTrail-
erWorld.com or 515-972-4554. 
(MCN)

Health & Medical

Stay in your home longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In 
Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 
off, including a free toilet, and a 
lifetime warranty on the tub and 
installation! Call us at 1-855-
372-3080 or visit www.walkintu-
bquote.com/midwest (MCN)

___________

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 350 plus 
procedures. Real dental insurance 
- NOT just a discount plan. Do 
not wait! Call now! Get your 
FREE Dental Information Kit 
with all the details! 1-855-973-
9175 www.dental50plus.com/
midwest #6258. (MCN)

___________

Portable Oxygen Concentrator 
May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mo-
bility with the compact design 
and long-lasting battery of Inogen 
One. Free information kit! Call 
844-716-2411. (MCN)

___________

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills 
for $99. 100 pills for $150. FREE 
shipping. Money back guaran-
teed! 1-866-306-9928 (MCN)

Income Opportunites

NEW AUTHORS WANTED! 
Page Publishing will help you 
self-publish your own book. 
FREE author submission kit! 
Limited offer! Why wait? Call 
now: 855-623-8796 (MCN)

___________

Become a published author! 
Publications sold at all major 
secular & specialty Christian 
bookstores. CALL Christian Faith 
Publishing for your FREE author 
submission kit. 1-888-981-5761. 
(MCN)

Miscelleanous

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE Le-
afFilter estimate today. 15% off 
Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts. Call 1-855-
577-1268. Promo Code 285. 
(MCN)

Want To Buy

Need some cash! Sell us your 
unwanted gold, jewelry, 
watches & diamonds. Call 
GOLD GEEK 1-866-274-7898 
or visit www.GetGoldGeek.com/
midwest BBB A Plus Rated. Re-
quest your 100 Percent FREE, no 
risk, no strings attached appraisal 
kit. Call today! (MCN)

DESKTOPS AND LAPTOP 
REPAIR. On-site or drop off. 
Computer cleanup - upgrades. 
Big Lake, 763-263-7070.
________________________

Computers

FREE
ADULT BASIC ED & GED

CLASSES
GED Test Preparation

It’s never too late to learn!

Call Community Ed for more 
information 763-261-4506

Tuesdays from 6-8:30 PM
Becker High School Library

(Enter Door #11)
No need to Pre-Register,

 just come to class!

Adult Basic GED

LITTLE ONE Handmade 
Jewelry. The goal of starting 
Little One Jewelry was to de-
sign custom and handmade 
items for customers and help 
offset the costs of growing our 
family by a little one. Thanks 
you for your support! Emily 
Martinez, owner. Littleonejew-
elry@gmail.com, www.esty.
com/shop/litt leonejewelry, 
www.facebook.com/littleone-
handmadejewelry..                            
________________________

Handmade Jewelry

Letters to Editor
TO THE EDITOR:

With November the 3rd barreling 
down on us it is clear that we have im-
portant decisions to make, on one side 
we have Tim Dolan who claims to be 
a conservative, but who doesn’t seem 
to support one of the primary pillars 
of the Trump campaign, standing for 
the 2nd amendment. The President 
has been very outspoken defending 
the 2nd. 

 On the other side we have a can-
didate, Ann Kostrzewski, who has 
proven that she will work toward add-
ing Sherburne County to the growing 
list of declared sanctuary counties, 
making it clear to St. Paul that Sher-
burne County will always be a safe 
haven for the inalienable right of the 
citizens to keep and bear arms. 

We need to have someone who is 
willing and able to resist any attempts 
by the MET council to expand to our 
county. They already have started to 
establish a footprint in our county 
with the “light rail”. The “creeping” is 
going to continue until they have suc-
ceeded in adding Sherburne County to 
their list of conquests.

Sherburne County is already start-
ing to look like some of the metro 
counties, from “Wheelage taxes”, 
paying lobbyist, spending massive 
amounts of taxpayers hard-earned 

money on giant new government cen-
ter, changing county logos and all of 
the rest of the wasteful spending that 
is being done.  

We need a commissioner who will 
stand up for Sherburne County.  We 
need Anne Kostrzewski.
Boaz Erickson
Big Lake, MN

TO THE EDITOR:
Re-Elect Incumbents Burandt, 
Dolan and Fobbe

Four years ago, Sherburne County 
citizens elected three new County 
Commissioners- Barbara Burandt, 
Tim Dolan and Lisa Fobbe. They ar-
rived with different educational, work 
and political backgrounds but were 
equally committed to making Sher-
burne County a better place to live. 

When 3/5 of the board changes, 
county staff worry about how this 
will affect their work. New commis-
sioners need to learn about the op-
erations of each department. These 
commissioners dug into their new 
role, studied and asked good ques-
tions. They worked cooperatively 
with the other two commissioners on 
building expansion, improving roads, 
adding parks, providing support for 
new businesses, making county gov-

ernment more transparent, and being 
accessible to their constituents. When 
the board has dealt with controversial 
issues, they have listened respectfully 
to all sides, gotten advice from ex-
perts, and debated among themselves. 
In each case, they have made deci-
sions to protect the citizens of Sher-
burne County. In the past six months, 
the board has been actively involved 
in guiding work during the COVID-
19 pandemic and in moving CARES 
Act funding out to the community as 
quickly as possible. 

Commissioners Burandt, Dolan 
and Fobbe will bring four years of 
experience to their new terms. They 
have proven their effectiveness. They 
have established respectful working 
relationships with each other, their 
constituents, state and local legisla-
tors, and staff.  The election of a com-
missioner is not a partisan process. 
These three have put aside their per-
sonal beliefs and are proven leaders 
for Sherburne County.

I strongly encourage you to re-
elect them to their positions.
MaryJo Cobb
Former Director, Sherburne 
County Health & Human Services 
(retired)

Editorial/Opinion

GREAT NORTHERN 
UNCLAIMED FREIGHT. Fur-
niture, army surplus, tools. 
923 South Benton Drive, Sauk 
Rapids, MN. 320-251-2818.
________________________

Furniture

MNA Classifieds

----------------------------------- Digital Notary Bill to Aid Real Estate -----------------------------------
This year is unusual, 

regarding legislative ses-
sions and legislation. 

Minnesota has never 
had such an extensive 
declaration of emergency 
powers and accompanied 
special sessions every 30 
days, as the governor is re-
quired to call if he chooses 
to renew his emergency 
powers.  During this time, 
constituent services are 
high and I am able to help 
many individual situations 
get resolved or provide 
information. Some prefer 
legislation to make Min-
nesotans’ lives easier in 
the midst of what has been 
a stressful year for many.  
One of those is the Digital 
Notary bill. 

Digital Notary Bill 
One of my bills this 

year would allow remote 
notarization of real es-
tate documents during the 
continuation of Governor 
Walz’s declared state of 
emergency. As long as the 
order continues, and per-
haps after, many people 
and businesses will strive to 
follow distancing instruc-
tions. Real estate has un-
fortunately been left behind 
in the scramble to adjust to 
remote work, as notarizing 
documents while following 
social distancing is particu-
larly difficult.

 Current statute re-
quires real estate transac-
tions to be attended by an 
in-person notary, making 

the industry’s adjustment 
to COVID-era directives 
difficult. My proposal is 
a temporary modification 
that allows two-way video 
and audio which would be 
documented and archived 
to “count” as a personal 
appearance before a notary. 
This is especially import-
ant to nursing homes and 
assisted living facilities. I 
have been working with the 
industry for several months 
and I hope to see it passed 
in the expected special ses-
sion next week.

Voting in 2020
Election law and vot-

ing is my primary focus at 
the Capitol, as Chair of the 
State Government Finance 
and Policy and Elections 

Committee. I would be re-
miss not to remind once 
again that in-person voting 
remains the most secure 
way to cast your ballot in 
the upcoming election. 

 Mail-in voting is very 
different from Absentee 

Voting. Mail-In ballots are 
pre-emptively mailed out 
to a list, usually the voter 
registration list, which can 
have faulty information re-
garding residence. This sys-
tem has serious issues even 
in states that have used it 
for over 20 years, such as 
Oregon. Oregon reported 
that 32% of mailed out bal-
lots never reached the voter 
and approximately 870,000 
ballots were listed as un-
known in 2018. Those were 
actual ballots, not applica-
tions for an absentee ballot. 

 Absentee Ballots are 
requested by a voter and 
mailed only to the voter’s 
requested address, or the 
whole process can be done 
in one visit to a county (and 

some city’s) office. Up to 
three absentee ballots en-
velopes can be delivered in 
person to these offices, as 
well.  

The Secretary of 
State’s Office has been 
provided with funding to 
increase COVID-19 pre-
vention measures at the 
polls and there were no re-
ports of COVID-19 spread 
at the primary this year, de-
spite record turnout. 

 Remember that both 
physical safety and the 
safety of ballots are high 
at the polls. Whichever 
method you choose, vote!

 If you have any ques-
tions, please contact me at 
sen.mary.kiffmeyer@sen-
ate.mn or 651-296-5655.

By Mary Kiffmeyer 
State Senator 

A group of House Re-
publicans and I sent a letter 
to Minnesota State High 
School League (MSHSL) 
Executive Director Erich 
Martens Tuesday, urging 
the MSHSL to allow a 
limited number of specta-
tors, especially parents, to 
support their kids at high 
school events.

In the letter, we urge 
social distancing guide-
lines, masks and capacity 
limits to be considered and 
implemented to at least 
allow select numbers of 
players’ close friends and 
family to safely attend 
events. 

Allowing a limited 
number of spectators, so-
cially distanced and in 
compliance with local 
guidelines, to attend high 
school sporting events is 
something that should be 
pursued by MSHSL,” said 
Novotny. “Club teams and 
traveling teams not affili-
ated with the MSHSL have 
been playing for months, 
often with spectators in 

attendance, and there have 
been no confirmed out-
breaks associated with 
those events. This deci-
sion should be left to local 
school boards and would be 
a tangible step we can take 
in a safe manner as we look 
to return to some sense of 
normalcy.

The letter coincides 
with the Oct. 8 start to high 
school volleyball matches 
taking place in Minnesota. 
That sport is among those 
the MSHSL has said spec-
tators are prohibited from 
attending.

By Rep. 30A 
Paul Novotny

Novotny Urges MSHSL To 
Allow Spectators

                                     Week of October 11, 2020             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

MISCELLANEOUS

SAVE MONEY!
Call your local newspaper 

or MNA 800-279-2979
to  nd out how you can save 

money by placing your 
advertisement here!

WANTED TO BUY

MISCELLANEOUSEMPLOYMENT
SUCCESSFUL PRACTICE SEEKS 

Associate Dentist because of increase 
in patient volume. Potential earn-
ings $300K plus. Includes bene ts. 
Email drb@friendlysmilesfargo.com

WANTED: 
ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES 

Running or not. Titled or not. 
Winter is coming. Sell now while prices
are high! Call Dan at 612/720-2142

TIMESHARE 
CANCELLATION EXPERTS 

Over $50,000,000 in timeshare debt and 
fees cancelled in 2019. Get free informa-
tional package and learn how to get rid of 
your timeshare! Free consultations. Over 
450 positive reviews. Call 833/619-1117 

DONATE YOUR CAR 
truck or boat to Heritage For The 
Blind. Free 3-day vacation, tax 
deductible, free towing, all paper-
work taken care of 844/220-9501

DIRECTV  
SWITCH & SAVE!

$39.99/month. Select all-included 
package. 155 channels. 1000s of shows/
movies on demand. Free Genie HD 
DVR upgrade. Premium movie channels, 
FREE for 3 months! Call 877/350-0094

ENJOY 100% GUARANTEED 
delivered-to-the-door Omaha Steaks! 
Get 4 free burgers and 4 free chicken
breasts. Order the Omaha Steaks 
Classic @ only $129. Call 844/331-1614
mention code 64185ZBT or visit 
www.omahas t eaks . com/mea l s301

DISH NETWORK $59.99 
for 190 Channels! Blazing fast internet 
$19.99/mo. (where available.) Switch & 
get a free $100 Visa gift card. Free voice 
remote. Free HD DVR. Free streaming 
on all devices. Call today! 855/562-4309

AT&T WIRELESS 
Two great new offers! Ask how to get 
the new iPhone 11 or Next Genera-
tion Samsung Galaxy S10e on us with 
AT&T’s Buy one, Give One offer. 
While supplies last! Call 855/332-0464 
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Area News

Sherburne County Auditor/Treasurer 
Diane Arnold would like to remind 
taxpayers that the second half of their 
Real Estate taxes for 2020 are due on or 
before October15th. Postmarks are due on 
or before the 15th, but a Penalty will be 
assessed after that date. Please note that
most Post Offices now use a servicing center so mail is not
being postmarked until two to three days after pick up so
please plan accordingly as by Statute we must go by the
postmark for penalty. There is an after-hours drop-box by
the MAIN entrance (door A on your right)

Questions? call (763)765-4350 or 1-800-438-0575 
AUDITOR/TREASURER DIANE ARNOLD

REAL ESTATE TAXES
ARE DUE OCT. 15TH

ESTATE, TOOL & HOUSEHOLD CONSIGNMENT AUCTION
SUNDAY, Oct. 18, 2020 @ 11:00 AM

3825 Shadowood Dr. NE.Sauk Rapids,MN
Directions: St. Cloud, E. on Hwy 23 Left 0n 40th  (Follow Signs)

THIS IS A PARTIAL LISTING: view more at: 
www.midwestauctions.com/sharer
BP & MN sales tax applies. 
Keith Sharer Auction Service

320-267-1963

TOOLS & OUTDOORS: Hand tools, Power tools, Yard & garden 
tools, Lawn chairs. ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES: Marbles, 
Milk bottles, Child’s rocker, Race track, Lamps, China & crystal, 
Holiday villages, Glassware, Dolls, Carved elephant, Lantern, Rock-
ing horse. FURNITURE & HOUSEHOLD: Curio hutch, Pedestal 
Dining table & chairs, Dressers, Chest of drawers, Sofa & loveseat, 
Coffee & end tables, File cabinet, Upholstered chairs, Occasional ta-
bles, Step back hutch, Queen bed, Floor lamps, Glassware, Framed art 
& wildlife prints, Holiday décor, Books, CD’s, VHS tapes, DVD’s, 
Halloween décor, Bedding.

Auctions

27326-2

WE’RE HERE 
FOR YOU!
Your Health & Well-Being are 
Our #1 Priority.

• Affordable Dentures

• Extractions

• Affordable Implants®

• Relines & Repairs

• Free Consult & X-Ray for 
   New Denture Patients*

GO AHEAD 
& SMILE!

*Free Consult and X-Ray offer has a minimum value of $75 and covers a traditional 2-D X-Ray.
**Bring in a treatment plan from any competitor and we will beat the total treatment plan for comparable services. Treatment plan must come 
from a licensed dentist within the past six months for comparable services and is subject to verification. Some plans are excluded.  Full details 
of the Best Price Guarantee are available from our web site or at this practice.  [Valid until December 31, 2020.]

877.977.6677 | AFFORDABLEDENTURES.COM

BEST PRICE GUARANTEE**

BRADLEY T. SIM, DDS
GENERAL DENTIST

AFFORDABLE DENTURES & 
IMPLANTS - ST. CLOUD, P.C.
3959 2ND STREET, SUITE 207/208

ST. CLOUD, MN 56301

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 10/11/2020 Central

newshowerdeal.com/mn | 888-525-0482

CALL TODAY

ENJOYING A
NEW SHOWER

IS EASIER THAN
YOU THINK

150 YEARS OF EXCELLENCE

833-314-1217
BOGO  40% OFF

By Katherine Cantin,
Contributing writer

The Becker City Coun-
cil meeting of Tuesday eve-
ning saw the recognition of 
a local leader who has re-
ally been pulling his weight 
this year.

Council Recognizes 
Chief Baloun
Becker Police Chief 

Brent Baloun was recog-
nized by the council for his 
outstanding work in 2020. 

Baloun was an import-
ant part of the leadership 
leading the effort to put 
out a significant local fire 
early in the year. He also 
showed great leadership 
in the city’s response to 
COVID-19. More recently, 
Baloun helped to prepare 
for the Eric Trump visit to 
Becker. The council said 
that Baloun has always 
run his department with ut-
most professionalism, even 
among rocky times when 
a growing distrust for the 
police sweeps through the 
nation.

Baloun was awarded 
a letter of commendation 
for all the hard work he has 
done to keep the city func-
tioning and thriving. 

Baloun was moved 
by the gesture, stating that 
he was not often without 
words, but the letter took 
him by surprise. He said 
some of the challenges this 
year — and undoubtedly, 
the challenges to come 
— are daunting for an in-
dividual, but there was no 
problem that he couldn’t 
tackle with the help of his 
team.

Engineering
There are some city im-

provement projects and rou-
tine maintenance slated for 
2021 that are on uncertain 
footing given recent events. 
Phil Knutson of Public Ser-
vices recommended that 
the board approve allowing 
some of the preliminary 
engineering work be done 
this fall so that projects are 
ready to go next year. This 
would include work on 
First St. (from Sherburne 
Ave. to Gardner St.); Bank 
St. (Sherburne Ave. to Roll-
ing Ridge Rd.); the Indus-
trial Park Pump Station and 
Forcemain improvement; 

and Liberty Ln. (from Sher-
burne Ave. S. to the spot 
where the 2019 improve-
ments ended.)

Tobacco Ordinance
The city has updated its 

tobacco ordinance to match 
state laws. This changes the 
age to buy tobacco from 18 
to 21, increases the fine for 
selling to minors, and other 
minute changes that were 
already made by the state. 
Vendors holding a tobacco 
license were informed of 
the change by letter.

T-Town Plat
The city is looking to 

sell some lots that it owns, 
known as the T-Town Plat. 
This is an area near Char-
lie’s Bar & Grill, off of 
Hwy. 10. The city has al-
ready started conversations 
with one potential buyer.

Economic 
Development 
The council moved to 

remove the Economic De-
velopment Business Incen-
tive program. The incentive 
was introduced in 2006, 
and it offered a 1% rebate 
on landscaping costs and a 
2% rebate on other property 
and project costs. 

The project has not 
been funded for several 

years, and it has not been 
advertised to business 
owners for at least as long. 
Marie Pflipsen of the Com-
munity Development de-
partment recommended the 
council remove the policy 
altogether, which they did.

It’s possible the incen-
tive will be replaced some 
time down the line with a 
similar, updated program. 

Restroom Remodel
The Becker Commu-

nity Center (BCC) is getting 
an update to their public 
restrooms. The restrooms 
will receive new automatic 
hand dryers (which will be 
funded by CARES), new 
dividers between stalls, 
new faucets, vanities and 
counters. Bartt Gevens of 
the BCC said the idea is to 
give a sense of freshness to 
the facility.

Energy Drive 
Becker recently ex-

panded its Energy Drive. 
Since Xcel Energy is di-
rectly benefited by the 
improvements made, they 
have agreed to reimburse 
the city for some of the 
costs, around $1.5 million. 
With this reimbursement, 
there will be a net zero cost 
to taxpayers.

BPD CHIEF BALOUN was awarded a letter of com-
mendation at Tueesday’s city council meeting. (Photo by 
Katherine Cantin.)

Chief Baloun recognized 
by city for 2020 work

Submitted Article

The Becker Public 
Schools Board of Educa-
tion is reaching out to all 
parents, students, staff and 
district residents in the next 
few weeks to gather input 
about educational facilities 
needs with a communi-
ty-wide survey. 

The School Board Fa-
cility Committee 
has developed the 
survey following a 
Facilities Study and 
Enrollment Assess-
ment, which was 
completed during 
the spring of 2020. 

The survey will 
ask stakeholders to 
weigh in on facility 
projects throughout 
the Becker School 
District that address safety 
and security, aging in-
frastructure, educational 
needs, as well as additional 
classrooms to meet the 
demands of the district’s 
growing student enroll-
ment. The results will guide 
the school board’s decision 
on how best to move for-
ward with a bond referen-
dum next spring.

The School Board rec-
ognizes that this plan must 
also reflect the priorities of 
all stakeholders. Therefore, 
the district is urging every-
one to participate in this 
important district-wide ef-
fort as we prepare to make 
important decisions that 
will impact the community 
for many years.

“Our goal in conduct-

ing the survey is to allow 
every citizen to have a 
voice in the planning pro-
cess,” said Supt. Jeremy 
Schmidt. “We have iden-
tified that this is a need to 
prepare for the future of the 
Becker School District and 
an ideal time financially for 
the district to explore ad-
dressing our needs. Now, 
we want to know if the 
community agrees as well 

as where their priorities lie. 
This process will allow us 
to do that.”

Schmidt is referenc-
ing the low interest rates 
and competitive construc-
tion costs as well as an 
upcoming reduction in the 
district’s debt payments 
that will allow the Becker 
Schools to complete proj-
ects with little or no tax 
impact to district residents.  
These benefits weigh heav-
ily into addressing the 
needs of the schools at this 
time.

To assist with data 
gathering efforts, the 
School Board is working 
with School Perceptions 
LLC, an independent firm 
with expertise in conduct-
ing community surveys. 

All survey data is returned 
to School Perceptions and 
all responses remain anon-
ymous.

Each residence in the 
School District will be re-
ceiving one paper survey 
in the mail the week of Oct. 
26. Respondents will have 
the option to complete the 
paper survey and mail it 
back in a postage pre-paid 
envelope or participate on-

line using a code 
provided on the 
survey.

Households 
with more than 
one adult inter-
ested in provid-
ing a response 
can request an 
additional survey 
code or paper sur-
vey by calling the 
district at (763) 

261-4502. 
Survey results will be 

presented at the Nov. 23, 
School Board meeting and 
will also be available on 
the district website at www.
becker.k12.mn.us. 

For additional informa-
tion, please contact Super-
intendent Jeremy Schmidt 
at (763) 261-4502.

Community Survey On 
School District Facilities 

Needs Coming Soon

District Residents Asked To Provide 
Feedback On Potential Projects

Submitted Article

Midwest farmers and 
ranchers are facing un-
precedented stressors and 
uncertainly imposed by 
the COVID-19 pandemic, 
weather related concerns, 
and the derecho storm that 
impacted parts of the Mid-
west. As a result, mental 
health experts are predict-
ing an increase in deaths by 
suicide due to social isola-
tion, economic stress, and 
related factors. 

“That is why it is so im-
portant for farmers, ranch-
ers and the agribusiness 

community have quick ac-
cess to available programs 
and materials,” said David 
Brown, behavioral health 
specialist with Iowa State 
University Extension and 
Outreach.  

Resources are avail-
able through a grant from 
the United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture’s Na-
tional Institute of Food and 
Agriculture. Eight north 
central states have been 
collaborating to offer a 
clearinghouse of resources 
for the farm and ranch com-
munity. The current site 
can be accessed online at 
www.Extension.IAState.
e d u / H u m a n S c i e n c e s /
Farm-Ranch-WellBeing. 
This site offers information 
on programs, hotlines, web-
sites, publications and more 
that can benefit farmers and 
ranchers in these challeng-
ing times. This site also can 
be used to access the farm 
stress related websites for 
every university extension 
service in the north central 
region. States include Indi-
ana, Iowa, Kansas, Michi-
gan, Minnesota, Missouri, 
Nebraska, North Dakota, 
Ohio, South Dakota, and 
Wisconsin.

The goal of the clear-
inghouse is for farmers and 
ranchers and then families 
to have easy access to im-
portant information that is 
vital for those struggling 
during these challenging 
times.

In Minnesota, the 
Farm and Rural Helpline is 
available 24/7 by phone at 
833-600-2670, via text by 
sending FARMSTRESS 
to 898211, or by email at 
FarmStress@State.mn.us. 
Additional resources from 
both University of Min-
nesota Extension and the 
Minnesota Department of 
Agriculture can be found at 
z.umn.edu/RuralStress.

For more information, 
contact Emily Krekelberg 
at krek00333@umn.edu 
or David Brown at DN-
Brown@iastate.edu.

Resources 
for farm-
ers facing 
COVID-19
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YOUR NEW 
HOME, FARM & 

OUTDOOR STORE
IN ST. CLOUD

SALE DATES
WEDNESDAY,
OCTOBER 14 

THROUGH
SUNDAY,

OCTOBER 18

Owners, 
Dennis &
Adele Reed

3/$5
SALE  6 LED 
Light Switch
#513-0399

or 1.89 
each

8.88 Each
SALE  Men’s 
5-Pocket or 
Carpenter Jeans
#90203, #90209, 
#90375
Extended Sizes, 
$9.88

9.99
SALE  12 Gauge 3”
Shotgun Shells
1-1/8 oz. 25 rounds
#269-6454 - 6470

2020 FORD F150
SUPERCAB 4X4
302A PACKAGE
$46,000 Value
from Tenvoorde Ford

12.99
SALE  30 Piece 
Storage Bins 
with Wall
Rack
#558-1702

SAVE
52%

SAVE
32%

26” Cub Cadet® 
357cc 

Snowthrower

YETI® 
Roadie 24 

Cooler

Milwaukee M18 FUEL™ 
5 Piece Tool Kit &
Blower Bare Tool

Your Choice of Keen® Utility Boots 
(two pairs given away)

20 Gallon
Black Diamond®
Air Compressor

RUNNINGS 
FIRE PIT 

WITH
4 CHAIRS

actual truck may vary from photo

GET YOUR
PRIZE CARD

IN-STORE WITH
DETAILS ON HOW

TO REGISTER

PICK UP YOUR PRIZE CARD & REGISTER TO WIN ONLINE

$2,500 IN
RUNNINGS
GIFT CARDS
(1) $1,000 & (3) $500

SAVE
46%

SALE  12 Gauge 3-1/2” Shotgun Shells 
1-1/2 oz. 25 rounds
#269-6483 - 6506 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14.99

SAVE
$3

Celebrate our Grand Opening October 14 - October 18

501 US Hwy 10 SE  •  St. Cloud, MN  •  320-281-6620

Prize Giveaway Terms & Conditions: Registration for prizes takes place October 14 - 18, 2020 online or by mailing in the registration card (available in-store). Winners will be notified & posted online by October 31, 2020. All registrants must be a minimum of 18 years of age with a valid driver’s license. You do 
not need to be present to win. LIMIT OF ONE (1) ENTRY PER PERSON DURING THE GRAND OPENING. Violation of this limit (i.e., “multiple registrations”) will result in disqualification. No purchase necessary. Winners of any prizes over $600 in value are responsible for completing a 1099 tax form prior to taking 
possession. If winner does not claim prize in 30 days, prize is forfeited & another winner will be randomly selected. Employees of Runnings, their immediate families & participating sales representatives are not eligible to win. Prizes cannot be redeemed for cash & are not eligible for substitution. 
Other restrictions may apply. Contest rules are subject to change without notice. 

GRAND OPENING FLYER PRICES VALID OCTOBER 14 - 18 IN ST. CLOUD, MN ONLY. Due to unprecedented demand during the COVID-19 pandemic, Runnings is unable to ensure the availability of certain products, including items being advertised in our sale flyers. We remain committed in 
working with suppliers to replenish inventory at the earliest possible time & apologize for the inconvenience. Runnings will happily honor the advertised price if the product is in stock, however, we will not be offering rainchecks at this time. While Runnings strives to provide accurate information 
on all advertising, unintentional errors may occur. In such cases, we reserve the right to correct any errors by posting corrected information in our stores. Each store retains the right to limit quantities & set its own pricing. Some advertised items may not be available in all stores. 
For store hours visit: www.runnings.com

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY                                                                                     STATE                ZIP
PHONE NUMBER

Prize Giveaway Terms & Conditions: Registration for prizes takes place October 14 - 18, 2020 by mailing in the form below or online at 

www.runnings.com/goprizeregistration. Winners will be notified & posted online by October 31, 2020. All registrants must be a minimum 

of 18 years of age with a valid driver’s license. You do not need to be present to win. LIMIT OF ONE (1) ENTRY PER PERSON DURING THE 

GRAND OPENING. Violation of this limit (i.e., “multiple registrations”) will result in disqualification. No purchase necessary. Winners of any 

prizes over $600 in value are responsible for completing a 1099 tax form prior to taking possession. If winner does not claim prize in 30 

days, prize is forfeited & another winner will be randomly selected. Employees of Runnings, their immediate families & participating sales 

representatives are not eligible to win. Prizes cannot be redeemed for cash & are not eligible for substitution. Other restrictions may apply. 

Contest rules are subject to change without notice.

• 2020 Ford F150 Supercab 4x4• $2,500 in Runnings Gift Cards (1) $1,000 & (3) $500
• 26” Cub Cadet® 357cc Snowthrower
• Runnings Fire Pit with 4 Chairs

• 20 Gallon Black Diamond®   Air Compressor• YETI® Roadie 24 Cooler• Milwaukee M18 FUEL™ 5 Piece Tool Kit & Blower Bare Tool 

REGISTER
ONLINE

OR
MAIL IN

2020 FORD F150
SUPERCAB 4X4
302A PACKAGE
$46,000 Value
from Tenvoorde Ford

actual truck may vary from photo

Runnings is your home, farm & outdoor store

SEE
BACK OF THIS 

CARD FOR
COMPLETE

PRIZE LIST &
RULES

GET YOUR PRIZE CARD IN-STORE

WITH DETAILS ON HOW TO REGISTER

WIN
A NEW
TRUCK

YOUR NEW 
HOME, FARM & 

OUTDOOR STORE
IN ST. CLOUD

WEDNESDAY,
OCTOBER 14 

THROUGH
SUNDAY,

OCTOBER 18

sample prize card



NOW HIRING for Big Lake, Buffalo & 
surrounding area sites 

To apply online visit:
www.divinehouse.org or call (320) 231-2738

328 SW 5th Street, Willmar, MN 56201

Starting pay $13 and up for awake hours FT & PT with
afternoon/evening shifts. Asleep overnights $10/hr. Experience 

working with people with disabilities or background in medical field 
and supervisory experience helpful but not necessary. 

We believe that all people have the right to live and work in an environment 
which provides them with pride, self-respect, friendships, and the opportunity to 

achieve success while realizing that success is defined differently for everyone. We 
feel that our job is to offer friendship, security, and guidance to those we serve.
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DIRECT CARE POSITIONS AT
PARADIGM RESIDENTIAL SERVICES, INC.

No Experience required, try something new. 
Great opportunity for retired persons, students
 wanting to contribute in helping other people. 

◆ Working with individuals with Mental Health
 Issues and/or Brain Injury, Higher functioning.
◆  Starting Pay: $12.00 (benefits depending on hours).
 $500.00 sign on bonus.
◆  Locations: Buffalo, Monticello, Elk River, Anoka, Princeton,   
 Dayton, Champlin.
◆  Hours: Flexible Schedules: Evenings 3pm-10pm, Weekends: 
 Every Other Sat/Sun 7am-10pm, 8am-3pm, 3pm-10pm or
 (semi live in)Friday 3pm-Sun 3pm.Or will be creative to fit   
 your schedule.
◆ Apply on line www.paraserv.org, call for application
    763-401-1128 or email cyndi.vandenberg@paraserv.org                           
◆ Requirements: 18 yrs. or older, Driver’s License,
    Ability to pass a State Background Check.

Would you like to 
earn a competitive 
salary, get a $5,000 SIGN 
ON BONUS while driving 
well-maintained trucks? 
Cliff Viessman, Inc. offers that and more! 
Now hiring local, regional & OTR REEFER 
DRIVERS in the Paynesville area. Average rate per 
mile is $0.45/$50,000 a year. Industry leading 
benefits including: 
• Health (single coverage: $98/month, family coverage: 
$520/month) • Dental • Life • 401K (with 3% company match) 
• Profit Sharing (over the last 5 years, CVI has contributed 2-4% of employee 
earnings) • Weekly Settlements 
Requirements: CDL with tanker endorsement, 1 year OTR or 6 months of 
experience for trucking school graduates, good driving record. To apply:
Call Tim at 605-272-3333 or apply online at  www.viessmantrucking.com/
careers/drivers/

To place your ad 
by email go to...

sales.carol@
patriotnewsmn.com

www.expresspros.com/stcloudmn  • 320-251-1038
1410 W. St Germain St., St. Cloud 

• Accting Asst./Quickbooks - $16+
• Meat Production – $15/hr+
• Office Administrator - $19-$21+
• General Labor - $15/hr+
• Warehouse - $13/hr +
• MS Excel Skills - $15/hr+

BLUESTEM POSITIONS: PICK, PACK, SHIPPING, FORKLIFT, 
MATERIAL HANDLERS - $13/HR., OT $19.50/HR.

IMMEDIATE 
INTERVIEWS — 

APPLY TODAY!

FALL INTO A 
NEW JOB

IS NOW 
HIRING!

Apply via 
ExpressJobs app, 

or 
expresspros.com/

stcloudmn

St Cloud and 
Buffalo locations are 

looking for 
compassionate individuals with 

initiative & enthusiasm to work as
Direct Support Staff 
Program Manager  

Designated 
Coordinator

Variety of shifts avail!
CNA Cert Pref. 1 Year Exp 

Pref. Send inquiries:
amber@taddslighthouse.com

or call Amber @ 
612-643-5360, Ext. 1104

(Adult Foster Care &
Related Services agency)

TADD’S LIGHTHOUSE

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
of Becker, Minnesota, is IMMEDIATELY hiring for a 

part-time janitor to serve approximately 20 hours per 
week. Compensation is based on experience. For a 

job description and application, please call 763-261-
5751 or email faith@faithlutheran-becker.org. Faith 
Lutheran does not discriminate on the basis of sex 
(including pregnancy, sexual orientation or gender 
identity), race, age, disability, color, creed, national 

origin, religion or genetic information.

WE HAVE A LOT TO OFFER OUR EMPLOYEES . . .
• Paid Bi-Weekly via direct deposit; • FT Year-Round work; • Cell Phone Reimbursement 

• New Equipment, Machines, Tools, Trucks, & MORE; • BENEFITS & PTO - Available for full-time employees; 
• Additional Benefits: Aflac supplemental plans available;  

• IRA match & Health Insurance - Avail after 90 days of Service;

If interested, please contact Brittany at
stolt.trucking@gmail.com or call 763-261-4510

• Experience preferred but 
not necessary if applicant is 

eager to learn 
• Hourly pay with the 

opportunity for 
overtime and paid vacation 
• Company provided tools 

and equipment
• Daily duties consist of routine 

maintenance and repairs

FT DIESEL 
MECHANIC

FT CLASS A CDL 
DRIVERS WANTED

HIRING NOW:

• Family owned trucking company 
located in Becker, MN 
• Year-round company 

• Most driving within MN and home every night 
• Hourly pay, plus opportunity 

to earn overtime.

Driver requirements: 
Class A, 24 months experience, 

clean driving record and current health card.
No more than three moving violations in the past 

three years.

Requirements/Qualifications: must be a motivated team player with an attention to details.  Physically able to stoop, 
bend, crouch/climb, including lifting and carrying up to 55+ lbs.

Are you 
looking to 

hire? 
Maybe you 

are looking 
for a job? 

You’ve come 
to the right 

place! 
To place 

an ad, 
call our 
office at 

763.275.0275

By Katherine Cantin,
Contributing writer

The Becker School 
Board met on Monday to dis-
cuss changes to school policy 
and student activity groups.

Student Activities
The high school drama 

club premiered their play 10 
Ways to Survive the Zom-
bie Apocalypse Thursday (a 
story on opening night will 
appear in next week’s paper.) 
The show is held completely 
outdoors in an effort to fol-
low COVID-19 guidelines. 
The final showing will be 
tonight (Saturday) at 7p.m., 
unless the weather caused any 
showing to be cancelled, in 
which case an extra showing 
will occur on Sunday, also at 
7p.m.

In other news, the Min-
nesota State High School 
League (MSHSL) approved 
the return of football and 
volleyball for the fall sports 
season. 

Spectators for all sports 
are required to wear masks, 
and there cannot be more than 
250 spectators gathered at any 
event. The school has allotted 
for 150 home-team spectators 

and 100 away-team spec-
tators at events. The school 
is also working on a way to 
stream games for spectators 
at home.

Superintendent Jer-
emy Schmidt encourages 
athletes to do their best to 
follow COVID-19 guide-
lines and keep themselves 
healthy. If even one student 
gets sick, the whole team 
might not be allowed to play.

Enrollment
Schmidt stated that en-

rollment was “a little wack” 
during October’s school 
board meeting. The enroll-
ment numbers as of Oct. 
1 were about 140 students 
under what the board had 
budgeted for the year.

Although the enrollment 
is less than ideal, Schmidt 
was willing to see the upside. 
Already, some students who 
started the year at homes-
chool are making their way 
back into the district after 
seeing the school’s reaction 
to the COVID situation, and 
seeing the numbers of cases 
in the area remain low.

COVID-19 Cases
Though the number of 

cases remain low, there has 

been a slow increase in the 
county. Schmidt predicted 
that these could be due to 
more widespread testing. 
The board 

hopes to eventually 
get all students — secondary 
students included — to be 
on-campus full time, but cur-
rently the number of COVID-
19 cases in the county don’t 
allow them to do so. 

The board will not be 
releasing COVID-19 num-
bers to the public. The 

Minnesota De-
partment of 
Health (MDH) 
gives the school 
numbers from 
two weeks 
past to use 
for their con-
siderations, 
in order to 
make sure 
that con-
f i r m e d 
cases only 
are con-
sidered, 
but of 
c o u r s e 
t h a t 
means 
t h e 
n u m -
ber is 
n o t 

current. Families in-
terested in the current num-
ber of cases in the county can 
go to the MDH website at 
Health.State.mn.us.

Building Referendum 
Special Meeting
A special meeting was 

scheduled for Nov. 23 at 6 

p.m. The board will hear 
a proposal for a potential 
building project. A survey 
with more information on the 
project as well as questions 
for district residents will be 
sent out within the next few 
weeks. Please see the press 
release from Becker Schools 
on page 10 for more informa-
tion.

Policy Change 
for Fundraising
All fundraising projects 

typically need to be submit-
ted by student groups by Sept. 
15. However, the board intro-
duced a second date to submit 
fundraising projects — Jan. 
15. This is for groups that are 
active in the spring rather than 
in the fall, and may not have 
fundraising plans in place in 
the fall. 

The board considered 
changing language in the 
policy to introduce more reg-
ulation to club fundraising. 
They also considered add-
ing a ‘punishment’ of sorts 
to student groups that raised 
money for their club with-
out approval — namely that 

those funds would be distrib-
uted evenly among all student 
groups.

Other Policy Changes
The board introduced 

a few other policy changes 
during the meeting. 

The Minnesota School 
Boards Association updated 
their policy — and is requir-
ing schools to do likewise 
— regarding tobacco. The 
policy, number 418, intro-
duces new language discuss-
ing E-Cigs, and states that the 
school must put in place an 
educational program about 
tobacco use for students in 
grades 6-8.

Policy 516 updated the 
storage and disposal of con-
trolled substances on campus, 
i.e. medication.

Finally, policy 601 in-
troduced dyslexia testing for 
third grade students. This as-
sessment will not give a med-
ical diagnosis of dyslexia, but 
it can help educators identify 
students who are struggling 
so they can receive whatever 
help they may need.

Becker School Board reports on student activities

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 10/11/2020 Central

newshowerdeal.com/mn | 888-525-0482

CALL TODAY

ENJOYING A
NEW SHOWER

IS EASIER THAN
YOU THINK

150 YEARS OF EXCELLENCE

833-314-1217
BOGO  40% OFF

By Bill Morgan, 
Staff Writer

The MSHSL has de-
cided to give the green light 
to winter sports, however, 
the teams will commence 
with different season start 
dates and lengths.

The MSHSL also voted 
on a season for boys and girls 
hockey that includes an 18-
game regular-season sched-
ule, rather than the typical 25 
games.

Additionally, the 
MSHSL has voted on a sea-

son for boys and girls basket-
ball that includes an 18-game 
regular-season schedule, in-
stead of the typical 26 games.

Moreover, under current 
COVID-19 guidelines set by 
the Minnesota Department 
of Health and Department of 
Education, no spectators will 
be allowed at indoor events 
in school facilities. However, 
a limit of 250 fans will be al-
lowed at outdoor facilities. 

“This group is working 
as hard as it can for every 
student to have a chance to 
participate in that particular 

activity or athletic opportu-
nity that’s their passion, and 
trying to do that in the safest 
possible way,” said MSHSL 
Executive Director Erich 
Martens. 

“People want answers 
yesterday, for something 
that’s going to happen three 
months out and that’s really 
challenging to do.”

Start dates for sports 
practices are:

• Dance: Nov. 9;
• Boy’s hockey, adapted 

floor hockey, boy’s basket-
ball: Nov. 23; 

• Alpine and nordic ski-
ing, wrestling, boy’s swim 
and dive and girl’s hockey: 
Nov. 30; 

• Gymnastics and girl’s 
basketball: Dec. 7. 

The MSHSL has not 
yet discussed state tourna-
ments, specifically, for win-
ter sports.

Meanwhile,  the 
MSHSL has voted against 
holding fall post-section 
play, meaning fall sports will 
conclude with section cham-
pionships.

MSHSL approves winter season with restrictions

Employment
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Store Hours:
Mon-Fri - 10 am to 6 pm
Sat - 10 am to 4 pm, Sun closed

• New & Off-lease PCs and laptops
• On-site tech support (business or home)
• Computer & laptop repair (PC & Mac)
• Data Recovery
• Upgrades & Virus Removal
• Computer Tune-ups

Sales • Service • Support

320.654.9703
We Create Solutions!

2946 West Division Stree • Behind

You don’t have to choose.

HEAT OR FOOD

COMMERCE
DEPARTMENT

#MNNiceandWarm

Too many low-income Minnesotans have to choose between paying

their energy bill and other necessities – food, medicine and healthcare. 
Minnesota’s Energy Assistance Program offers eligible residents help 
to pay their energy bills so they do not have to choose between life’s 

necessities. Spread the word to your friends and family.

APPLY FOR ENERGY ASSISTANCE

  BigLakeCarCondos.com
  (763) 333-5632

Early bird 
pricing/financing 

Move in 
January 1st, 2021

Big Lake 
Car Condos

High quality, great value— 
available for purchase now!

By Bill Morgan, 
Staff Writer

The Big Lake Hornet 
girls soccer team is host-
ing their first match in the 
Section tournament starting  
Monday (Oct. 12) in Big 
Lake. They are seeded #2 
behind Watertown with a 
6-1-3 record so far.

To top it all off, this 
is the final few games of 
Mike Turner’s tenure as 
head coach. He has coached 
the Hornets for 11 of his 30 
years at the helm.

Hornets 1, 
Bluejackets 0
Last Friday night, the 

Hornet girls won against 
Cambridge-Isanti and are 
looking at the possibility of 
one more game to finish the 
conference schedule strong. 
That final game was sched-
uled to be played late last 
week.

“This has been a sea-
son to remember with wins 
against Becker, Princeton, 
Monticello and Delano,” 
said Turner. “And a come 
back tie with Saint Francis, 
who was the only team we 
lost to previously.” 

“We beat Monticello 
for the first time in school 
history with a direct kick 
from Mya Turner, a mid-
fielder, who has committed 
to UNW,” he continued. 
“Our midfield is also con-
trolled by two other out-
standing players, Ava 
Vizenor and Sophia Lange, 

who have both committed 
to D2 soccer at the Univ. of 
Mary.” 

Turner also called out 
his second-to-the-last line 
of defense.

“Controlling our de-
fense is a speedy bunch of 
players led by Lilly Ber-
glund, who has committed 
to the National Guard and 
Kelsey Meyer, who has 
committed to Crown Col-
lege.  

Turner says his team’s 
play and control has been 
so rewarding for him to 
watch this season. 

“I know it will con-
tinue to grow even more 
under Coach Kelly Dilger 
and Derek Holman,” he 
said. “Despite the upcom-
ing graduation of six varsity 
players, we have a force of 

younger girls who are al-
ready impact players for 
this team. I look forward to 
becoming a super fan!”  

Despite the sadness 
sometimes surrounding 
a retirement, Turner was 
grateful he had the chance 
to coach such a fine group 
of athletes as this year’s 
girls soccer team.

“It has been by far the 
best season we have ever 
had,” he said. “This success 
has built up over the past 11 
years of my time coaching 
this team. We are now able 
to compete with anyone.”

Turner wishes to thank 
all the players he has had 
the opportunity to coach, 
the staff for always hav-
ing his back, the parents 
for their support and the 
coaches for buying into his 

coaching philosophy. 
“And my family for 

dealing with my crazy 
schedule and moods when 
games didn’t always go as 
planned,” he said. 

“Finally, I want to 
thank God for my health 
and ability to coach for 
over 30 years. And to all of 
Big Lake for being the best 
place to end my coaching 
career. Go Hornets!”

THE BIG LAKE HORNET GIRLS SOCCER TEAM  — with a solid 6-1-3 record in 
2020 — will host their first section playoff match Monday. (Photo by Patti Lease Bottema).

Hornets seeded #2, Turner’s tenure winding down

By Bill Morgan, 
Staff Writer

The Becker girls soc-
cer team went 0-1-1 this 
past week and celebrated 
their seniors on senior night 
last Friday.

Magic 7, Bulldogs 1
Sept. 28, the Bulldogs 

suffered a measurable loss 
to Monticello by six goals.

The only highlight for 
Becker was junior Riley 
Norberg’s goal, assisted 
from senior Isabelle Carl-

son. Amanda Miner, Beck-
er’s goalie had 11 saves in 
the onslaught.  

Bulldogs 3, Tigers 3
Last Friday, the Bull-

dogs honored their se-
niors with senior night and 
hosted the Tigers of Princ-
eton. The Bulldogs started 
the festivities with a donut 
eating contest and then 
heartfelt speeches by the 
seniors. 

The match was even as 
well as the score of 3-3. It 
was Becker’s first non-loss 

match of the year as they 
finshed the season 0-10-1.

The first goal came 
from senior Megan Gam-
ble, assisted by senior Faith 
Madsen. 

The second goal was 
scored by senior Alaynna 
Suchy with an assist from 
Gamble.  

The third goal came 
from Gamble again as she 
was assisted by Madsen.  

Sophomore  L iz 
Mackedanz had seven 
saves in goal.  

THE BECKER BULLDOG GIRLS SOCCER SENIORS posed for this photo to kick 
off the 2020 season. Left to right: Madi Temple, Elle Schendzielos, Izzy Carlson, Gretchen 
Graftaas, Megan Gamble, Mallory King, Faith Madsen, Kaylin Peterson and Alaynna Suchy. 
(Photo by Chris Lommel).

Bulldogs close out 
season with a tie

By Mark Kolbinger,
Contributing writer

It was a back and forth 
match last Thursday, but 
the Becker Bulldog swim-
ming and diving team came 
out with an exciting victory 
over Chisago Lakes by a 
score of 94-92.

“I have been coaching 
here for a long time and this 
has to be one of the most 
exciting dual meets I have 
ever been at,” said coach 
Tina Tamm. “There 
were six lead changes 
throughout the night 
coming down to the 
last relay for the win.”

With the win, 
Becker improved to 
5-3 on the season and 
is assured of finishing 
at least with a .500 record 
with a pair of matches re-
maining in the regular sea-
son.

Against the Wildcats, 
the Bulldogs knew from the 
score that the last event was 
going to be the determining 
factor in the final score.

“We knew going into 
that last event that Chisago 
Lakes could not get two 
place scores for us to win,” 
said Tamm.

“They could get first 
place but nothing else.”

It led to an incredibly 
exciting finish as the swim-

mers and their teammates 
rose to the occasion.

“The decibel levels in 
the pool during that last 
race would have led you 
to believe that the bleach-
ers were full of spectators 
watching, but they were 
not,” said 

T a m m . 
“Both teams knew what 
had to be done and the ex-
citement was there.”

Becker finished with 
a second and third place 
score in the 400 meter relay 
to secure the winning mar-
gin.

For the match, Grace 
Wynia had a first place 
finish in the 200 Individ-

ual Medley, while Delaney 
Varney took first in the 100 
Butterfly. First place fin-
ishes were also recorded 
by Meghan Swanson (500 
freestyle) and Lucy Pink 
(100 breaststroke).

The Bulldog sprinters 
were hitting on all cyl-

inders at the meet, as 
Tia Schaap, Avary 

Maunu and Ka-
dence Cox 

finished in 
places two, 
three, and 
four in 
the 50 
free. In 
the 100 
free, the 
s a m e 
g i r l s 

p l a c e d 
2-4, but 

in reverse 
order with 

Cox taking sec-
ond place.
Two more swim-

mer posted times good 
enough to secure a spot at 
the section meet, Annika 
Howe in the 100 backstroke 
and Joey Cox in the 200 In-
dividual Medley.

The Bulldogs were 
scheduled to finish the 
regular season Thursday 
night against the Princeton 
Tigers. Look for results in 
next week’s Patriot.

Bulldog swimmers 
down Wildcats

Where else 
can you 

find articles 
about your 
school, your 
government, 

your 
student’s 
activities 
or local 

businesses?

By Mark Kolbinger, 
Contributing Writer

It was a rough last 
three games for the Becker 
boys soccer team, as it 
dropped all three contests.  
But the team was able to get 
a full weeks’ worth practice 
ahead of its first section 
game which will come on 
Monday or Tuesday de-
pending on what seed they 
receive.

“We knew the last two 
games were going to be 
tough,” said coach Nick 
Crowley.  “We didn’t play 
well enough, and we didn’t 
have our full squad.”

Last Friday, the team 
dropped a close 2-1 contest 
to Cambridge-Isanti as it 
hosted the Bluejackets for 
Senior night.

The first half was 
scoreless, as both teams 
played some good defense.  
In the second half, the Bull-
dogs found some tough 
luck when goalkeeper 
Kevin Vogl was given what 
his coach called a “contro-
versial” yellow card as he 

went for the ball and a C-I 
forward tripped in the box.  
Vogl had to leave the field 
and was replaced by Max 
Rositas.

This set up a penalty 
kick for Cambridge and 
they converted to take the 
1-0 lead.  They scored 
quickly again to take a 2-0 
lead.

With 5 minutes left in 
the game,  Becker pushed 
forward and managed to 
close the gap 2-1.

“We put in our backup 
keeper Austin Benson and 
used Kevin as field player,” 
said Crowley.   “Kevin 
ended up scoring the goal 
for us and we pushed in the 
last 5 minutes but couldn’t 
convert on a free kick or a 
corner to tie it up.” 

Magic/Tigers
Becker also lost a lop-

sided affair to the Monti-
cello magic by a score of 
8-0.  Becker had some key 
injuries in the first half and 
this caused the score to get 
a bit out of hand.

“There is a reason they 
are conference champs, 

they are solid all around,” 
said Crowley.

Becker also ran into 
a tough opponent in the 
Princeton Tigers, whose 
only loss this year came 
to Monticello.  Becker 
dropped this contest 5-0.

“They’re a good pro-
gram with solid players and 
they have the top scorer 
in the conference,” said 
Crowley. “Princeton used 
to be the team you wanted 
to face to get a W, but not 
anymore. It’s cool to see 
where their program is at 
today.”

Despite the tough 
losses, Crowley is confident 
in his charges for a rebound 
performance as the section 
tournament begins.

“We had a week of 
practice so hopefully we 
can perform better in sec-
tion play,” said the coach.  
Fans are encouraged to 
check the Mississippi8 
website for the game time 
and opponent of the section 
game.

Becker boys soccer looking towards sections



By Mark Kolbinger, 
Contributing Writer

The Becker girls ten-
nis team is hoping for a re-
peat performance this year 
as section champs and if 
Tuesday night was any in-
dication, they are going to 
be a hard team to beat.  

The Bulldogs opened 
their title defense with a 
straight set 7-0 win over 
the Big Lake Hornets on 
a windy night at Becker 
High School.

Becker’s singles 
players were on fire, 
losing a total of just 
five games en route to the 
straight set wins in all four 
matches.

At #1 singles, Courtney 
Nuest defeated Ari Laun by 
a pair of 6-0 scores, while 
Maddie Moe had the same 
result at #2 singles over 
the Hornets’ Ella Dotzler.  
Ayla Brown picked up the 
win at #3 singles, followed 
by a nice performance at #4 
singles by Julia Peterson 
who won 6-1, 6-3 over Big 
Lake’s Lilly Stolte.

“The girls were re-
ally focused and on top of 
their games,” said coach 
Nate Bucher.  “They really 

adjusted well to the wind 
gusts and played at a very 
high level.”

In the doubles com-
petition, the #1 team of 
Alayna Lindquist and Julie 
Bengtson won two sets 6-0 
over Sophie Wesolowski 
and Janelle Gerdts.  Jackie 

Y o e r g 
a n d 

Jazlyn 
Toedter 

were 6-1 and 6-3 winners 
in the #2 doubles match by 
defeating Emmy Bowne 
and Kayla Niedzielski.  In 
the #3 doubles match, Han-
nah Uecker and Janelle 
Gudim picked up the win 
with 6-1 and 6-2 victories 
over Avae Burfeind and 
Amelia Gardner.

“Our doubles teams 
continue to play off of each 
other very well,” said Bu-
cher.  

With the win, the 
number one seed Bulldogs 
advanced to host the Will-

mar Cardinals in the quar-
terfinals Thursday evening 
and if they are victorious, 
the team would host again 
Tuesday night in the sec-
tion semifinals.  Thursday, 
October 15th would be 
the section finals played at 
Sartell, the neutral site this 
year for the championship.

“We are hoping to 
keep advancing and we are 
focused on taking it one 
match at a time,” added 
Bucher.  

Look for complete de-
tails on the Bulldogs’ Will-
mar match and a potential 
semifinal tilt in next week’s 
Patriot.
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Submitted Article

The Pebble Creek 
Women’s Club officially 
ended the 2020 season at 
their recent Fall Banquet 
where final champions were 
announced and a newly 
elected Board of Directors 
was seated.

“Being able to gather as 
a community of golfers this 
year was particularly valu-
able to our members 
given the impact of 
COVID in all of 
our lives,” said 
Karla Johnson, 
newly-confirmed 
Pebble Creek 
Women’s Club 
President. “The Peb-
ble Creek Women’s Club is 
made up of a great group of 
women – who build friend-
ships, improve their golf 
game and work together 
to expand the game of golf 
and support our local com-
munity through our Pebble 
Creek Cares program.”

Joining Johnson on the 
2020-2021 Board of Direc-
tors is Past President Stacey 
Vetsch, Vice President Lori 
Keller, Treasurer Nicole 
Lane and Secretary Kirsten 
Voller along with four Di-
rectors: Robin Dingmann, 
Peggy Sogard, Jamie May 
and Amy Stanger.

Winners of the final 
competitions of the Peb-

ble Creek Women’s Club 
season were announced 
including for the 9-Hole 
Year-End Tournament and 
the Match Play competi-
tions. The awards for most 
significant improvement in 
performance were also pre-
sented.

The 2020 9-Hole Year-
End Tournament first flight 
winners are Karla Johnson 
(1st place), Nicole Lane 

(2nd place) and Heather 
Abrahamson (3rd 

place). Second 
flight winners 
are LeAnn Reed 
(1st place), Pen-
nee Schrupp (2nd 

place) and Melanie 
Perry (3rd place). 

Third flight winners 
are Mary Jo Stanger (1st 
place), Lori Berends (2nd 
place – tie) and Cheryl El-
lingson (2nd place - tie) and 
Vonnie Novak (3rd place).  
Fourth flight winners are 
Krisy Cox (1st place), 
Jamie May (2nd place) and 
Cindy Brennan (3rd place).

The 2020 Women’s 
Doubles Match Play Cham-
pions are Robin Dingmann 
and Nicole Lane and the 
runners-up are Kathy Hol-
lenhorst and Kirsten Voller.  
The 2020 Women’s Singles 
Match Play Champion is 
Nicole Lane and the run-
ner-up is Sara Schliesing.

The player honored 

with the most significant 
improvement in perfor-
mance for 2020 is Lori Ber-
ends.  Additionally, Allee 
Blank came in 1st place 
in the Ringer Board which 
tracks the most significant 
improvement hole by hole 
throughout the season.

For more information 

on the Pebble Creek Wom-
en’s Club, contact Karla 
Johnson, Pebble Creek 
Women’s Club President 
at PebbleCreekWomens-
Club@gmail.com .

2020/21 BOARD OF DIRECTORS PRESIDENTS. Left 
to right: Stacey Vetsch, past president and Karla Johnson 
(incoming president). (Submitted Photos)

Pebble Creek Women’s Club holds Fall Banquet

2020 PCWC MOST 
IMPROVED PLAYER. 
Lori Berends. (Submitted 
Photos)

2020 DOUBLES MATCH PLAY CHAMPIONS. Left to 
right: Nicole Lane and Robin Dingmann. (Submitted Photos)

Becker tennis starts section title 
chase with win over Hornets

Coaches or statisticians 
are required to call, submit 
or email the Patriot by 11 
a.m. Wed. with information 
from any games or matches 
played the current week or 
past weeks.

The Patriot relies on 
information supplied by the 
coaches and statisticians 
and if our readers do not see 
a sport or match covered, 
please contact your school’s 
coach or AD.

The Patriot can be 
reached at 763-275-0275 
or by email at production@
patriotnewsmn.com.

Sports 
Reporting
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