
By Katherine Cantin
Staff Writer
Reporter.Katie@PatriotNewsMN.com

Last week, the Big 
Lake City Council heard 
updates from the Street 
Improvement Project, both 
from the city engineer, and 
from residents effected by 
the plan.

Open Forum
Bettina Potter and Chris 

Rauch both spoke during 
the open forum segment of 
the meeting to express their 
dissatisfaction with the city 
council in regards to adding 
a sidewalk on Euclid Ave. 

Rauch, 
a resident 
on Euclid, 
said he’s 
had a sign 
in his yard 
for years 
advocating 
against the 
installment of a 
sidewalk on t h a t 
road, and that many of his 
neighbors signed his pe-
tition to not implement a 
sidewalk. 

Potter said she hoped 
that the council would be 

more 
w i l l i n g t o 

listen to the wishes of the 
residents of Red Oak Dr. 
and Highland Ave. as they 
progressed with the road 
improvement plan.

Street and Utility 
Improvement Project
Council called for a 

public hearing on the 2021 
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CHECK OUT CAPTAIN Josh 
Hagemeister’s ice fishing column 
on page 16 . (Submitted Photo).

News & 
Advertising
Deadlines
NEWS DEADLINES

With the newspaper wrap up 
occurring Wednesday evening, all 
news items submitted to run that 
Saturday must reach our office by 

Wednesday morning by 11 a.m.

SPORTS DEADLINES
Coaches and assistants are 

expected to contact our sports 
writers by Wednesday morning, 
11 a.m. at the latest to have their 

information included in that 
week’s publication.

CLASSIFIEDS DEADLINES
Information for classifieds need to 
be submitted to our staff by noon 
Wednesday to be included in that 

week’s publication of the PATRIOT.

Contact Us
LEGALS/CLASSIFIEDS/OBITS

Call 763-275-0275 
or email Kathy @ 

legals.kathy@patriotnewsmn.com

SPORTS STORIES
Call 763-275-0275 or email Bill @
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

ADVERTISING
Call 763-275-0275 

or email Mary, Carol or Heidi @ 
sales.carol@patriotnewsmn.com

WEBSITE
Check out each week’s content 

@ our website: 
www.patriotnewsmn.com

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Call 763-275-0275 
or email Kathy @ 

legals.kathy@patriotnewsmn.com

763-275-0275

Inside
CLEAR LAKE NEWS

Clear Lake Twp. Board held their 
first meeting via Zoom technology. 

See the story on page 2.

 
COUNTY NEWS

DEED awarded nearly $2 million 
in grants to special projects 

including Becker’s Sewer and 
Water Plan, Monticello’s Strategic 

Transition Plan and Sherburne 
County’s Interchange Design. See 

the article on page 3.

BIG LAKE NEWS
The Big Lake Twp. Board heard 

from Hanna Klimmek on commu-
nity development at their latest 

meeting. See the story on page 2. 
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In The Meantime
BECKER DISCOVER 
COMMUNITY GUIDE

One week until the brand new 
Discover Becker Community 
Guide hits the mailboxes of 

Becker area residents. Look for it 
next week! 

SPRING APPROACHES
Spring is quickly approaching and 

the Patriot staff will be working 
on producing our annual Spring 

Home Guide as well as compiling 
information for special grad-
uation sections for students at 

area schools, so keep your eyes 
peeled!

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • I N D E X • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

Sherburne County’s Legal Newspaper 

STREETS to page 3

By Mark Kolbinger, 
Contributing Writer

The Santiago Twp.
Board met last Wednes-
day, holding both the reg-
ular February meeting, as 
well as the reorganizational 
meeting for 2021.

Current Chair Stu-
art Nelson was elected to 
again serve in the same 
role for 2021, while Jeff 
Pappenfus retained his role 
as vice-chair. Supervisor 
Dave Jehoich will continue 
in his duties related to the 
roads and bridges within 
the township.

Sheriff/Fire
Sergeant Andy Ochs 

of the Sheriff’s Office re-
ported to the board on the 
72 calls for service in Janu-
ary, 26 of which were traffic 
stops.  Ochs told the board 
that speed issues remain 
the most frequent violation 
the deputies are witnessing 
within the township.

Matt Weber reported 
on the Becker Fire Depart-
ment’s 41 calls for service 

in January, five of which 
were in the township.  Sta-
tion Two in Santiago was 
the primary response loca-
tion for three medicals, one 
fire and one alarm call.

Fellow firefighter Dave 
Dahlheimer reported that 
the new medical service 
rig has been outfitted and 
is now in service at Sta-

tion Two.  The board held 
discussion on what to do 
with the former medical 
response unit, a 2002 GMC 
3/4 ton pickup.  Dahl-
heimer, who was recently 
named “Firefighter of the 
Year” for the department, 
has been checking around 
on the value of the truck, 
and the board decided that 
he should bring a recom-
mendation to the March 
meeting after checking with 
Murphy Chevrolet in Foley 
regarding the value.  From 
there, the board will decide 
upon a price and the pro-
cess for selling the truck.

Park/Hall
With the recent cold 

temperatures there’s been 
little activity at the park, 
but the board did approve a 
few changes for the Town-
ship Hall.

They granted the San-
tiago Lions permission to 
hang a bulletin board at the 
hall, indicating important 
club news and business.  

LOCAL DELIVERY. Pizza Depot of Becker delivered a Valentine’s gift in honor of Nathan and Kendra Oliver to congratulate them on the arrival of their newborn baby girl Natalie Ann. The gift included a Pizza 
Depot onesie and some libations to warm the new parents up on a cold winter day. (Submitted photos). 

Great delivery Pizza Depot!

BL Council discusses 
street improvements

BETTINA POTTER (LEFT) AND CHRIS RAUCH (RIGHT) both spoke to the Big 
Lake City Council about how, in their eyes, the council had ignored residents’ re-
quests regarding a sidewalk on Euclid Ave.  (Photo by Katherine Cantin.)

Change how you 
feel! Check out our 
Health & wellness     
        guide on pages  
          8 and 9!

Nelson re-elected 
Chairman for 
Santiago Twp.

STUART NELSON was elected 
once again to serve as chair of the 
Santiago Twp. Board of Supervisors. 
(Patriot Archive Photo).

NELSON to page 3

By Katherine Cantin
Staff Writer
Reporter.Katie@PatriotNewsMN.com

Becker and Big Lake 
secondary students are 
set to return to in-person 
learning mid-March, at 
the beginning of the third 
trimester. Students have 
been learning from home 
or following a hybrid 
model since the begin-
ning of the pandemic last 
spring. 

Decision to Return
The Minnesota Dept. 

of Health (MDH), the 
Minnesota Dept. of Edu-
cation (MDE), and Sher-
burne County Public 
Health have given both 
schools the green light 
to begin making plans to 
return students to in-per-
son learning. COVID-19 
cases in the area are down 
significantly, with fewer 
than 25 cases per 10,000 
residents at the time the 
schools announced their 
intention to have students 
return.

Why Return 

in March?
The COVID-19 cases 

are low enough that stu-
dents could technically 
return earlier than mid-
March. But before either 
school can allow students 
to return to a fully in-per-
son model, some condi-
tions need to be met. 

Firstly, the number of 
COVID-19 cases needs to 
remain low. With students 
only recently transitioning 
from all-distance learn-
ing, it’s possible numbers 
could spike again.

Secondly, staff needs 
to be allowed “planning 
days” in order to prepare 
for the transition. This is 
also the reason the schools 
are both waiting until the 
end of the second trimes-
ter to transition. Students 
are normally given a day 
or two off at the end of a 
trimester, so the transition 
will be more seamless than 
if the schools attempted 
to do so in the middle of 
the trimester. They also 
decided it was best not to 

Students Return 
To In-Person 

Learning

STUDENTS to page 3



By Katherine Cantin
Staff Writer
Reporter.Katie@PatriotNewsMN.com

In last week’s Big Lake 
Township board meeting, 
the board heard reports 
from the Sheriff’s office 
and from the Community 
Development Dept.; stuck 
to a previous resolution re-
garding a solar farm; and 
made plans for the annual 
meeting.

Community 
Development Report
Hanna Klimmek gave 

her bi-annual report on Big 
Lake’s Community Devel-
opment. 

So far in 2021, 18 sin-
gle-family housing permits 
have been issued. This is a 
lot, considering 44 permits 
were issued in total in 2020. 
The new Station Street 
Apartments are wrapping 
up construction, and will 
be available for rent this 
summer. Sand Hill Villas 
is also coming to the area 
in the near future, and will 
offer housing for seniors. 
This will be located off of 
172nd St., just west of Big 
Lake. Klimmek says an-
other developer will soon 
be coming to that street – 
Meadowview Estates. The 

developer has been work-
ing on an agreement with 
the city for around three 
years now, and Klimmek 
expects they will soon sub-
mit a formal application to 
construct 46 rental homes. 

Klimmek went on to 
give an update on new ame-
nities in the area, including 
three new banks and the 
Big Lake Car Condos. A 
new Nystrom in-patient 
addiction treatment facility 
will be coming to Big Lake 
as well, just off of Co. Rd. 
43 S. A new laundromat is 
in the works for a location 
on Fern and Martin.

Klimmek hopes that 
as COVID-19 restrictions 
begin to lift she can once 
again go into local busi-
nesses, in order to better 
understand their operations 
and needs. She was happy 
to announce that Big 
Lake allotted $500,000 of 
CARES funding to local 
businesses.

There is high demand 
in the industrial park for 
vacated buildings, and so 
some companies are being 
forced to look into new 
construction instead. But 
Big Lake is still trying to 
compete with “hot” mar-
kets, such as Minneapolis, 

St. Paul, and Rogers. Klim-
mek says her department 
has been reaching out to 
businesses in the cities let-
ting them know what Big 
Lake had to offer. She said 
the city’s goal was not to 
capitalize on a bad situa-
tion, but just to show that 
Big Lake is welcoming to 
new businesses.

Solar Parcel 
Resolution
The board was asked 

to review a joint resolution 
made with the city regard-
ing a parcel of land with a 
solar farm. The resolution, 
made in 2016, allowed one 
parcel of land to be annexed 
for the use of solar power 
generation, but not the 
surrounding parcels. The 
township board was asked 
to reconsider this resolu-
tion and allow a solar farm 
on a neighboring parcel. 
The board was unanimous 
in its decision to stick with 
the original resolution and 
not allow the neighboring 
parcels to have solar panels.

Supervisor Larry Al-
fords stated that there were 
lots of other, more produc-
tive uses of the land.

Annual Meeting
The Big Lake Twp. 

Annual Meeting will be 

held March 9 at 6p.m. Clerk 
Brenda Kimberly-Maas 
asked about how the board 
wanted to accommodate 
residents in the audience in 
a COVID-19 friendly man-
ner. She was of the opinion 
that the best option would 
be to take down the room 
divider and use the whole 
building attached to town 
hall, in order to allow res-
idents to spread out safely. 
She also said that she could 
make Zoom available for 
residents.

Kimberly-Maas and 
the board decided to not 

make Zoom available for 
residents unless it was spe-
cifically requested, and to 
open up the space in the 
way she suggested.

Sheriff’s report 
Luke McLean gave the 

report for the Sherburne 
County Sheriff’s Office 
for the month. He stated 
that traffic stops were up, 
though not significantly. 
He also noted there was a 
house fire on 221st Ave. 
Otherwise, it was a quiet 
month for the township.

The department no-
ticed an increase in storage 

unit burglaries, and so they 
have increased their pres-
ence on Hwy. 10. 

They are also investi-
gating unemployment fraud 
within the district. Most of 
the suspects for the fraud 
are from overseas, and are 
not locals.

In other news, 
the board:
• Reviewed the new 

Benefica Health Re-
imbursement Program 
available to township em-
ployees;

• Heard the treasurer’s 
and committee reports.
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Darwin Thue, AFM/Agent 
Saint Augusta, Minnesota

Business: (763) 360-9432
DThue@FarmersNational.com
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www.FarmersNational.com
Real Estate Sales • Auctions • Farm and Ranch Management • Appraisals and Valuations

Insurance • Consultation • Oil and Gas Management • Forest Resource Management 
National Hunting Leases • FNC Ag Stock

ONLINE AUCTION
501± Acres • Benton County, Minnesota

• Multiple Parcel Online Land Auction
• Available to farm in 2021

• Various locations available in Eastern Benton County

Online bidding starts Monday, February 22, 2021 at 9:00 AM
Online bidding closes Tuesday, February 23, 2021 at 1:00 PM

To Register and Bid on this Auction, go to:
www.FNCBid.com

Auctions
ESTATE & CONSIGNMENT AUCTION

SUNDAY, FEB. 28, 2021 @ 11:00 AM
3825 Shadowood Dr. NE.Sauk Rapids,MN

Directions: St. Cloud, E. on Hwy 23 Left 0n 40th  (Follow Signs)

THIS IS A PARTIAL LISTING: view more at: 
www.midwestauctions.com/sharer
BP & MN sales tax applies. 
Keith Sharer Auction Service

320-267-1963

ANTIQUES, COLLECTIBLES: German WWII patch, Belt buckles, 
Wyandotte tin trucks, Military medals, Silver dollars & proof sets, Foreign coins, 
Glassware, Art, Jewelry, Tonka trucks, Signs, Knife collection. SPORTING: 
Winchester #37 12 Ga, Springfield #86 .410 Ga, Cricket 22 rifle, 1936 Mauser 
8mm rifle, Ithaca #37 Feather light 12 Ga,  Remington 550-1 22cal, DPMS 
air rifle, Crossman air pistol, Ammunition, Seal harpoon. FURNITURE & 
HOUSEHOLD: Table & chairs, Coffee & end tables, Queen bed, Side chairs, 
Twin adjustable bed, Power recliner, Dressers, Circular saw, Dolls, Crystal, 
Glassware,  Books, Kitchen appliances, Sewing machine, Dinnerware, 33 LP 
records. Now Taking Consignments for Upcoming Auctions      

$7,500
$11,000

$14,000
$18,000

 

 

  

   

Heavy Equipment 
Auction 

Pre-Bidding Now  
Live Online Only 

Wed, March 3rd - 8am 
Viewing by 

Appointment 
Jct MN Hwys 95 & 25 

Call Col Ray Henry 

Lic 5-17-011

BL Twp. hears about community development

By Mark Kolbinger, 
Contributing Writer

The Clear Lake Twp. 
Board convened Tuesday 
evening via Zoom, their 
first time meeting in a vir-
tual format.  The format 
was made possible in part 
due to the CARES Act 
dollars the board spent for 
technology upgrades as part 
of the new Township Hall 
construction.  Deputy-Clerk 
Gary Anderson coordinated 
the online format, which 
went off without a hitch.

Chairman Gary Gray 
reported on the calls for 
service in the township 
from the Sheriff’s Office, 
and the numbers were way 
up from the usual with 
99 total calls.  Traffic 
stops accounted for the 
increase, as there were 
51 conducted during 
January.

Bud Stimmler re-
ported that the new sig-
nage for the Township 
Park has been received 
and will be installed when 
the weather warms up.  
The signs will note that the 
park is closed from sunset 
to sunrise and no golf carts 
are permitted on the walk-
ing trails.

Supervisor Ross Im-
holte reported that the fill 
station heater has been in-
stalled and the Clear Lake 
Fire Dept. has plans to test 
its winter functionality later 
this month.

Road Report
Twp. Engineer Ter-

rance Vander Eyk brought 
forward three items for 
consideration by the board, 
each of which passed unan-
imously.

The first item was a 
joint powers agreement to 
use Sherburne County as 
the bidding authority for 
the Sherwood Shores road 

project.  This should allow 
for the township to receive 
more favorable bids than if 
they did the project on their 
own.

Next, a LRIP Grant 
for 90th avenue was dis-
cussed.  According to Eyk, 
the total project would be 
in the range of $1.4 million 
and the state would foot 
the bill for $1.25 million.  
The proposed construction 
would happen in 2023 and 
would upgrade the road to 
a 10-ton road with four foot 
shoulders.

Although the grant ap-
plication is expected to be 
competitive state wide, it 
was noted that 90th Ave.  
is a farm to Market Rd., 
had high use and connects 
a county road with a CSAH 
route. 

“I think we have a 
reasonable shot at it,” said 
Eyk, noting that the board 
was approving the appli-
cation only, and not com-
mitting to any funds at this 
time.

Sherburne County is 
expected to offer its sup-
port in favor of the grant 
application as well.

“It’s worth the effort 
if we could get the funding 

and re-do the road,” added 
Gray.

In final road action, 
the supervisors approved a 
resolution of support for a 
project to address 97th St., 
a road that comes through 
both the township and city 
of Becker and connects 
through Clear Lake to 
Hwy. 10.

Becker Twp. is taking 
the lead on the grant pro-
posal, but Gray and Eyk 
met with their engineer, 
Wes Davis, and endorsed 
supporting the plan since 

it crosses three local 
governmental units.  

Reconstruction of 
the road could 

help all of 
S h e r b u r n e 
County with 
an east-west 
connection, 
something 
that is a 
scarcity at 
this point.

V a r i -
ance

Juli and 
Wayne Schluchter 

joined the meeting to 
seek a pair of variances 

for their home in Sher-
wood Shores.  They plan 
to demolish the existing 
structure and rebuild a new 
home in basically the same 
footprint.  Stimmler did a 
site visit earlier Tuesday 
and he saw no issues with 
the proposal, so the rest of 
the board concurred and 
sent a positive comment to 
Sherburne County for zon-
ing consideration.

Solar
Cullen Kobayashi next 

appeared before the board 
and was seeking an IUP for 
a one megawatt  solar gar-
den on the Golly property.

“We’ve done a lot of 
these, probably 10 so we 
are used to seeing them,” 

said Gray, who noted that 
the township would require 
chain link fencing instead 
of the welded mesh wire in 
the original proposal.

Sherburne County had 
also requested a driveway 
relocation, which the town-
ship agreed with.

Kobayashi noted that 
he was comfortable with 
all of the requirements and 
thanked the board for its 
positive comment for the 
project.  As usual, trees 
will be required around the 
outer perimeter of the solar 
farm.

Upcoming
The community meet-

ings with the Sherwood 
Shores residents had been 
canceled for this week and 
will be rescheduled for 
April.  Notices will again 
be sent out and the board is 
hoping for more participa-
tion so questions regarding 
the project can be answered 
before it happens and not 
after the fact.

The Annual Meeting is 
still scheduled to be held in 
person on March 9 after the 
election but Anderson and 
Gray are working on virtual 
options in case it would be 
necessary.

After skipping last 
year due to COVID-19, 
the township is planning 
to offer Clean Up Day this 
year on May 1 from 7:30 
a.m. until 11:30 a.m.  It will 
be held for the first time at 
the new Township Hall, so 
Anderson and Eyk agreed 
to work together on a traffic 
flow plan to ease any pos-
sible congestion during the 
event, which is expected to 
draw a big crowd after the 
one year hiatus.

The next regular meet-
ing of the town board will 
be on March 16.

CL Twp. holds first Zoom meeting

By Penny Leuthard, 
Contributing Writer

During their February 
meeting, the Lynden Twp. 
Board again discussed 
Douglas Bischoff’s Frank-
lin Road temporary closure 
request. His request is due 
to dumping and other ille-
gal activity taking place on 
it. 

Franklin is a minimum 
maintenance road, and the 
township has never main-
tained it past 222nd St. 
Lynden Twp. supervisors 
have also received objec-
tions to the closure from 
residents.

Bischoff indicated he 
would pay for the coun-
ty-approved, breakaway 
style barricades and cost of 
installation if the request 
was approved. The opening 
would be wide enough for 
farmers to get through with 
their equipment, and emer-
gency vehicles would still 

need access to the road if it 
is closed. Two landowners 
would be required to sign 
damage waivers and a hold 
harmless agreement.

A motion carried deny-
ing the closure request and 
refunding the $400 public 
hearing fee. 

Road Report
Keith Reiter ap-

proached the board to re-
quest the township assist 
with informing Stearns Co. 
that signage needs to be im-
proved at the intersection of 
Dover Road and Co. Rd. 44. 
He was informed the town-
ship has no control over the 
intersection, but Supervisor 
Dave Johnson will draft a 
letter to the county commis-
sioner and county engineer 
supporting enhancement to 
signage and other solutions.

Supervisor Dennis 
Niemi informed the board 
their attorney indicated an 
adjustment to the 40’ lim-
itation on driveway width 

under township ordinance 
can be made if the request 
is made to the board, no 
public hearing is necessary. 
The information will be 
passed on to Newport Leas-
ing, who inquired about an 
adjustment for their Edison 
Cir. driveway.

The township received 
a request for a certificate of 
compliance as the county 
has entered into a purchase 
agreement to buy 75’ of the 
old railroad corridor from 
James and Dawn Froelich. 
The acquisition is for the 
trail and will be attached to 
property already owned by 
the county. 

Because it references 
a BN tract that disap-
peared when the Froelich’s 
purchased the property, 
Johnson stated the legal 
description was unsatisfac-
tory. The map depicts the 
tract originally being 100’, 
however Stearns Co. is only 
looking to purchase 75’. 

Along with that, there’s 
a utility easement on the 
edge of the tract, and the 
proposal doesn’t indicate 
what would happen with 
the easement. 

A motion carried ta-
bling the issue until the 
March meeting. 

Annual Meeting
Planning for the up-

coming annual meeting 
was reviewed. Clerk Jenny 
Schmidt has received the 
Statement of Orders from 
Treasurer Dan Torgersen, 
and James Kantor stated he 
recommended the township 
utilize Facebook and You-
Tube broadcasts instead of 
Zoom as participation can’t 
be regulated or controlled 
in Zoom.

Torgersen presented 
the proposed 2022 budget/
levy. Niemi is working 
with Stearns Co. to submit 
the LRIP Grant as they’ve 
indicated they will support 
the township’s request. 

The town hall will be at 
50% capacity, with 40 resi-
dents, five board members, 
and five staff members 
allowed. Residents physi-
cally in attendance will be 
allowed to vote, however, 
residents watching the 
broadcast will not be able 
to interact. 

Other Business
Niemi informed the 

board he had contacted 
Republic Services and re-
ceived an updated five-year 
recycling contract quote 
that eliminated the CPI 
clause. West Central San-
itation’s quote remains as 
originally submitted. A mo-
tion carried setting a meet-
ing Feb. 10 for negotiations 
with Republic Services.

April 24 has been 
confirmed with Clearwa-
ter Twp. and West Cen-
tral Sanitation as spring 
cleanup day. Johnson will 
contact Explorer’s Group 
for volunteers. 

A motion carried au-
thorizing Johnson to partic-
ipate in and be reimbursed 
for expenditures as part of 
the Stearns Co. Solid Waste 
Focus group.

Motions carried ap-
proving additional insur-
ance coverage for the new 
IT equipment purchases 
and approving the interim 
wireless internet proposal 
from Digital Nomad. Kan-
tor will continue research-
ing a permanent internet 
solution.

A motion carried ap-
proving the Tri-County Hu-
mane Society contract with 
the inclusion of a $350 an-
nual cap and declining pay-
ing for seized animals. 

The next Lynden Twp. 
meeting will be Tuesday, 
March 2 at 7 p.m.

Lynden Twp. denies road closure



By Katherine Cantin
Staff Writer
Reporter.Katie@PatriotNewsMN.com

Earlier this week, the 
Becker City Council held a 
regular meeting to discuss 
roads and employee benefits.

Employee Termination
The council began their 

meeting by moving to a closed 
session to discuss a complaint 
about an employee. The coun-
cil, minus Robin Dingmann, 
who did not participate in the 
discussion and abstained from 
the vote, decided to terminate 
the employee (Heather Sla-
gle).

Becker Twp. LRIP 
Grant Support
Becker Twp. asked the 

city to give support to the 
township’s application for an 
LRIP grant. The grant is to 
make improvements to 97th 
St. SE. Since this road crosses 
three jurisdictions, the town-
ship desired a demonstration 
of support from all three while 
moving forward with the ap-
plication.

Compensation Study
The city will be under-

going a compensation study. 
Staff will update job de-
scriptions, implement a new 
classification system for job 
positions, work to complete a 
required pay equity report for 
2022, and create an alternative 
pay structure for part time and 
seasonal employees, among 
other potential changes. The 
city has budgeted $40,000 for 
this project.

Public Hearing on 
Street Reconstruction
A public hearing will 

be held March 2 in regards 
to adopting a five-year street 
reconstruction plan and the 
issuance of $8.6 million to the 
general obligation street recon-
struction bonds. Staff hopes to 
start moving on these projects 
quickly to prevent further dete-
rioration of the roads, and have 
been working on this plan for 
some time. There will be min-
imal change to the debt levy to 
accommodate this plan. Please 
see next week’s Patriot for an 
article explaining this project.

Employee Benefits
City council reviewed 

their policy on donating sick 
leave. Several employees re-
quested the ability to donate 
sick leave to another em-
ployee experiencing a difficult 
life change. The policy on sick 
leave did not allow this, so 
staff brought the issue before 
council, who elected to adopt 
a policy that would allow sick 
leave to be donated in the case 
of a “life altering or major 
life-threatening disease or 
condition.”

The employee retention 
group developed a telecom-
muting policy for employees 
working from home, which 
created guidelines for em-
ployees. They also created a 
wellness policy, which created 
guidelines to help the city cre-
ate work environments to pro-
mote the health and well-being 
of employees.

Other Business
• The council adopted the 

City of Becker water supply 
plan. The DNR informed the 
city this was a necessary step 

in the process to create two 
new municipal wells on re-
cently acquired land.

• The city safety com-
mittee developed a policy 
regarding funding for safety 
improvement projects.

• City council will even-
tually be requesting proposals 
from developers to construct 
new multi-family and sin-
gle-family residential units 
on a 10-acre parcel within the 
city, next to the golf course 
and the Becker Community 
Center.

Patriot, Saturday, February 20, 2021 • Page 3

Becker Area News

Becker Chamber of Commerce lunch 
special every Wednesday receive

any lunch entrée at Charlie’s Sports Bar & Grill 
from 11 am to 2 pm (Dine in or take out)

SPONSORED BY ROYAL RENOVATIONS AND A/S BUSINESS & TAX SOLUTIONS

$1 OFF

Keller Lake Commons in Big Lake, now an Assisted Living Community 
offering full apartments ranging from 644 to 956 square feet. Cable is 

included in rents for private pay and GRH renters. Accepting EW and CADI. 
For more information please contact Nicole Gilder, Housing Director at 

763-263-2363 or check us out online at www.kellerlakecommons.com

goodshepherdcampus.org
11175 27th Ave SE, Becker, MN 55308

     Shepherd 
  of Grace 
  Senior    
 Community

CALL TODAY AT 763.450.6670

Essential is an understatement when 
you consider all that our caring staff 
does and the critical roles they play 
given the challenges of COVID-19. 

These staff are SUPERHEROES in our 
book, and we can’t thank them enough.

WE WELCOME YOU TO JOIN 
OUR SHEPHERD OF GRACE FAMILY!

YOUR LOVED ONES ARE IN GOOD HANDS. 

1030 Main St, Clearwater • (320) 291-0437
www.MississippiRidge.com

EXPECTED OPENING SUMMER 2021
1 BED/1 BATH AND 2 BED/2 BATH

Investing In The Arts
throughout Benton, Sherburne, 

Stearns & Wright Counties

Find out more at www.centralmnartsboard.org
1-866-825-1471 | 320-968-4290

Virtual Zoom presentation of  
CMAB's FY22-23 Biennial
programming & strategic focus

CONNECT WITH US!

   PUBLIC HEARING
Thursday
March 4 
4:30pm

Council discusses roads, employee benefits

Becker City hosts snow sculpture contest

THE CITY OF BECKER IS HOSTING A SNOW SCULPTURE CONTEST open to all Becker residents. One resident on 
Sherburne Ave. (Paul Larcom) got really into the competition, and went as far as coloring the sculptures. Entries to 
the contest will be accepted through Feb. 26. Judging will take place March 1-5. (Photo by Katherine Cantin.)

Submitted Article

The Minnesota Depart-
ment of Employment and 
Economic Development 
(DEED) awarded $1.94M in 
grants to five communities 
across Minnesota to address 
the economic dislocation asso-
ciated with the closing of local 
electric generating plants.

DEED’s Community 
Energy Transition Grants Pro-
gram awarded the funding, 
which will provide a range of 
economic assistance for eli-
gible communities, including 
projects that increase a com-
munity’s lost property tax base 
and that create alternative eco-
nomic development strategies 
to plan for financial challenges 
and to attract new employers 
to the community.

“These grants are critical 
to helping communities across 
Minnesota transition their 
economies as clean energy 
growth in Minnesota contin-
ues,” said DEED Commis-
sioner Steve Grove. “These 
funds will help communities 
recover with a reimagined 
economic future.”

DEED’s Community En-
ergy Transition Grants cover 
up to 100%, or $500,000, 

of the costs to improve the 
economic outlook in these 
hard-hit communities. Go to 
the DEED website for more 
information on the Commu-
nity Energy Transition Grants 
Program.

See details on individual 
projects below:

Becker – Sewer 
and Water Plan
The City of Becker is 

awarded $455,000 in funding 
for sewer and water infrastruc-
ture improvement designs and 
plans that will grow the Becker 
Business Park and mitigate the 
effects of the Sherco Power 
Plant closure. Local contact – 
Marie Pflipsen, City of Becker 
(763) 200-4246

Granite Falls – 
Infrastructure
The city of Granite Falls 

is awarded $397,480 in fund-
ing for land acquisition and 
sewer and water infrastructure 
improvement to expand the 
industrial park and mitigate 
the effects of the Minnesota 
Valley Generating Plant clo-
sure. Matching funds will be 
provided by the city. Local 
contact – Crystal Johnson, 
City of Granite Falls, (320) 
564-3011

Monticello – Strategic 

Transition Plan
The city of Monticello is 

awarded $500,000 in funding 
to complete a strategic anal-
ysis and associated planning 
tasks to mitigate the effects of 
the Monticello Nuclear Gen-
erating Plant closure. Local 
contact – Jim Thares, City of 
Monticello (763) 271-3254

Oak Park Heights – 
Impact Studies
The city of Oak Park 

Heights is awarded $87,520 
in Community Energy Tran-
sition funding for utility and 
fiscal studies to mitigate the 
effects of the Allen S. King 
Power Plant closure. Match-
ing funds will be provided 
by a dedicated municipal ac-
count. Local contact – Eric 
Johnson, City of Oak Park 
Heights (651) 439-4439

Sherburne County – 
Interchange Design
Sherburne County is 

awarded $500,000 in funding 
to conduct an environmental 
assessment and preliminary 
design activities for a new 
interchange that will improve 
access to the Becker Business 
Park and mitigate the effects 
of the Sherco Power Plant clo-
sure. Local contact – Andrew 
Witter, Sherburne County 
(763) 765-3302.

DEED awards nearly $2M 
in 5 community grants

Submitted Article
Last Saturday, at ap-

proximately 1:16 a.m., an 
Officer from the Becker 
Police Dept. stopped a ve-
hicle for speeding at Hwy. 
10 and Gardner St. in the 
City of Becker. 

The male driver, Col-
lin Charles Koerner, 30, 
of Waite Park, was found 
to have a revoked driver’s 
license and had a felony 
warrant for his arrest out of 
Crow Wing County. During 
a search, officers located 
six grams of methamphet-
amine and found that Ko-
erner was in possession of 
brass knuckles. Koerner 
was arrested and charged 
with fifth degree possession 
of a controlled substance, 
possession of brass knuck-
les, driving after revocation 
and speeding. 

In addition, and during 
a vehicle search, officers 
located a large package 
containing approximately 
one pound of methamphet-
amine. The passenger in 
the vehicle, Candice Marie 
Wilson-Justice, 43 of St. 
Cloud, was arrested and 
charged with 151 degree 
possession of a controlled 
substance and possession 
of drug paraphernalia. 

Both Koerner and Wil-
son-Justice were booked 
into the Sherburne County 
Jail pending the listed 
charges. 

COLLIN CHARLES KOERNER, 
30, of Waite Park was arrested last 
Saturday and booked into Sherburne 
County Jail. (Submitted Photo).

St. Cloud 
Couple 

Arrested In 
Becker Last 

Saturday

CANDICE MARIE WILSON-JUS-
TICE, 43, of St. Cloud was arrested 
last Saturday and booked into 
Sherburne County Jail. (Submitted 
Photo).

In addition, pictures of 
the firefighters who call Sta-
tion Two home will be dis-
played in the hallway.

Weber informed the 
board that the new washer 
will be installed soon, allow-
ing the firefighters to launder 
their gear in Santiago rather 
than taking it to Station One 
in Becker.

In addition, the board ter-
minated the contract with the 
current service company who 
has been doing monthly up-
keep at the building.  With the 
decrease in traffic, it was felt 
that the service was no longer 
needed.  Instead the township 
will purchase rugs and keep a 
stock of paper towels, etc. on 
hand at the hall.  Weber will 
coordinate these responsibil-
ities as part of his duties at 
the building and the township 
will save the $86 per month 
service fee. 

Budget
In preparation for next 

month’s annual meeting, the 
board reviewed its budget 
and made some recommen-
dations on increases in the 
road and bridge fund to meet 
the transportation needs of the 
township.  

In recent years, the town-
ship has had to address many 
culverts and also purchase 
and spread a large amount 
of gravel to keep roadways 
passable.  With other proj-
ects, such as 67th Street, on 
the schedule for upgrades, 
the board decided to raise 

the fund by $9,000 to a total 
of $170,000.  There is still a 
possibility that this won’t be 
enough to cover all of the 
needed roadway repairs and 
maintenance, but the board 
felt that it was the responsi-
ble amount to increase for the 
upcoming year.  Any repairs 
above and beyond what they 
have budgeted will have to 
wait another year for comple-
tion.

In the last action before 
the board adjourned, Shelly 
Jehoich reported that the an-
nual clean up day will be held 
on April 24.  She will again 
apply for a SCORE grant to 
help offset some of the ex-
penses associated with the 
day.

NELSON from page 1

DAVE DAHLHEIMER was recently 
named “Firefighter of the Year” for the 
fire department. (Submitted Photo).

Street and Utility Improve-
ment Project. The public 
hearing will take place 
March 10 at 6 p.m. 

The project will focus 
on street rehabilitation and 
drainage improvements on 
the streets near Mitchell 
Lake and Big Lake. Ques-
tionnaires were sent out to 
residents in 2019 and 2020 
regarding the project, and 
city staff received a lot of 
valuable input. 

Layne Otteson, City 
Engineer, says he has 
walked the site of the proj-
ect and spoken to several 
homeowners, and that he 
and his staff will continue 
to seek input from residents 
as the project moves for-
ward. The estimated cost 
for the entire project is $3.6 
million.

Land Purchase
The city is investigat-

ing purchasing the land that 
forms the channel between 
Big Lake and Mitchell 
Lake. This land is currently 
owned by the state. The city 
hopes to purchase the land 
for one dollar through the 
Lands Bill in order to make 
some much needed im-
provements to the channel.

STREETS from page 1

take away from the limited 
number of learning days the 
students had left in the trimes-
ter. The new trimester, and the 
switch to an in-person model, 
will take place March 16 for 
Becker and March 18 for Big 
Lake.

Thirdly, the schools need 
time to allow families who 
opted for all-distance learning, 
online schooling, and homes-
chooling to apply to return to 
in-person learning. Some fam-
ilies decided last fall to keep 
their students distance-learn-
ing entirely, to provide some 
stability for the kids. However, 
if all in-person learning is an 
option, both schools expect 
families to want their students 
in school again.

Back to School
It’s important for teens 

and pre-teens to be among 

their peers, and a lot of the stu-
dents have missed attending 
school in-person for the past 
year. 

“I feel, personally, it’s a 
lot easier for me to work in a 
classroom,” said Ashley Mad-
ison, a Big Lake High School 
Student. “Plus, I don’t have to 
deal with my parents nagging 
about my schoolwork.”

Her peer, Joe Biers, 
agreed, stating, “I’m very glad 
to be going back to school. 
The online schooling has been 
extremely boring and was 
mostly a lot of mindless click-
ing without really learning 
anything new.”

Students will still be re-
quired to wear face masks 
while in school, and will be 
strongly encouraged to wash 
their hands, sanitize, and 
socially distance whenever 

possible. Busses will also no 
longer be limited to 50% ca-
pacity, though both districts 
encourage families to provide 
transportation if at all possi-
ble, to limit the possibility of 
students needing to be quaran-
tined.

Prom and Graduation
Neither school has de-

cided whether to hold prom 
or graduation this year at this 
time. 

Big Lake Schools stated, 
“While we recognize the im-
portance of celebrating prom 
and graduation, our primary 
efforts have been focused on 
returning students to in-person 
learning. We will be sharing 
more information after re-
ceiving further guidance from 
MDH.” 

STUDENTS from page 1



I want to start off by 
expressing my deepest 
condolences to the citizens 
of Buffalo following the 
horrific shooting that took 
place at the Allina Health 
Clinic last week. 

The man who commit-
ted this heinous act had a 
documented history of run-
ins with the law and severe 
mental illness. To prevent 
tragedies like this from 
happening in the future we 
need to focus on imple-
menting more successful 
mental health programs. 

My thoughts and 
prayers will continue to 
be with those injured in 
the shooting, the family 
of the nurse who lost her 
life, the staff and patients 
at the clinic, as well as the 
community of Buffalo as 
a whole. In a year that has 
already been extremely 
difficult for our front-line 
healthcare workers, this is 
heart breaking.

In the Judiciary Com-
mittee this past week, my 
colleagues and I heard from 
the Sentencing Guidelines 
Commission, a nonelected 
body that decides mini-
mum guidelines on how 
criminals are charged. The 
specific discussion in com-
mittee was around how 
criminals who participate, 
create, and distribute child 
pornography are charged. 
The commission wants to 
go easy on criminals and 

ignore the child victims.
When a child suffers 

repeated pain through pro-
duction and distribution, 
the criminal should have 
the same treatment. For 
every redistribution of the 
graphic content, the crimi-
nal should receive another 
sentence. These people 
have proved to be the most 
heinous among us and re-
moving them from society 
for a much longer period is 
a great benefit to the public. 
I will be co-authoring a bill 
to overrule the commission 
through laws, that would 
severely punish offenders 
by sentencing each occur-
rence and provide greater 
justice to the innocent vic-
tims of these terrible crimes 
and help stop future crimes 
against our children.

Another pressing issue 
that many of you have 
reached out about is the 
draft Social Studies stan-
dards being reviewed by 

the Minnesota Department 
of Education under the di-
rection of Governor Walz. 
You have heard of re-writ-
ing history; this is erasing 
history. Historic events 
such as the Civil War, both 
World Wars, the Holocaust, 
and even 9/11 were not in-
cluded in the first draft.

By erasing history our 
children would miss the 
opportunity to learn about 
the heroic efforts of Val-
ley Forge, to Minnesota’s 
infantry in the Civil War 
in the battle to end slavery, 
the honorable conduct of 
the many minorities like 
the Tuskegee airman in 
World War II and horrors 
the Jewish people endured 
during the Holocaust. This 
is the world’s history; it is 
factual and the truth. To not 
teach it to our children does 
not change that it happened. 
There are valuable lessons 
to be learned from studying 
history and I will not stand 
for erasing it.

I remain committed to 
fighting for your needs at 
the Capitol in any way I 
can. I am always available 
to talk and encourage you 
to reach out to my office 
with your questions, com-
ments, and concerns. My 
phone number is 651-295-
5655 or you can email me 
at Sen.Mary.Kiffmeyer@
senate.mn.
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By Mary Kiffmeyer 
State Senator 

TO THE EDITOR:
What is the function of the people 

we send to DC?  Make laws that help 
Americans and keep us safe but instead, 
Democrats have spent 4 years undermin-
ing, dividing and name calling anyone 
who disagrees with their radical agenda.  
Starting with the phony Mueller sham 
and now another mock impeachment 
trial they knew they could not win.  An-
other wakeup call for the Biden voters 
who simply hated Trump, as well as the 
left media.  They couldn’t tolerate a suc-
cessful outsider businessman coming in 
to upset their corrupt apple cart.  That 
goes for both sides.  They ignored the 
fact that he was the most successful one 
term President in history.  Democrat vit-
riol and hatred will rage on for 2 more 
years.  At that point, things could be so 
bad that even the clueless will figure it 
out.  What a vengeful group of worthless 
politicians.  The latest impeachment was 
a distraction from the 50 plus destruc-
tive executive orders of Biden.  At least 
the fake trial exposed,via all the videos 
, that were never shown on left wing 
news.  An eye opener to them for sure.  
I suspect that there is a lot of remorse in 
the Biden voters but it’s too late.   
Gordon Schmidt
Loretto, MN

TO THE EDITOR:
 Our entire world has been merci-

lessly afflicted by the COVID-19 pan-
demic, sickening and killing millions.  
It has raged across the globe, disrupting 
the lives of billions of men, women and 
children.  Scientists in universities and 
pharmaceutical companies from around 
the world have developed a number of 
COVID vaccines.Unfortunately, an-
other pandemic was loosed in the USA 
that shows no signs of abating.  It is not 
caused by any known microbiological 
pathogen.  This pandemic was caused 
by unmitigated fear and began five years 
ago with members of the DC Establish-
ment (a.k.a. The Swamp).  It quickly 
spread to the mainline news media, so-
cial media and the World Wide Web.  
This fear evolved into the pandemic 
HATRED-16 which precipitated a chain 
reaction of unconstitutional and illegal 
activities, followed by denials, cov-
er-ups and fabrications.  Now it is pro-
moting an even greater disunity through 
the suppression of our First Amendment 
Rights, implementation of censorship, 
and intimidation, doxing and persecution 
of citizens. HATRED-16 has tarnished 
members of the Obama and Trump Ad-
ministrations and the Legislative and 
Judicial Branches of our Federal Gov-
ernment. HATRED-16 is destroying 
our wonderful Nation and the magnif-
icent Constitution which guides us. 
There is no pharmacological cure for 
HATRED-16.  Your only recourse is to 
identify the source that fuels your hatred 
and turn your eyes and ears away from 
it, resisting the malice and self-destruc-
tion caused by HATRED-16.  This will 
enable your mind, your heart, and your 
Nation to heal.   
Dr. Ronald Schultz, PhD
Big Lake, MN

TO THE EDITOR:
Big Lake Pedestrian safety is at risk!
If you walk, run, skate or board in 

Big Lake, BEWARE. Current street 
projects are now being reviewed and 
despite the desire of residents, Powell/
Will St. and Sherburne Ave. sidewalks 

are being eliminated.  All City residents 
share the sidewalk costs and all resi-
dents benefit from sidewalks. This proj-
ect is designed to build roads to last 30 
years.  Are we really okay with having 
our school children wait in the street for 
a bus? Or having our 7 year old walking 
in the street? Are we really okay saying 
that we need to experience an accident 
before we are willing to take action? Are 
we really okay with our Council ignor-
ing the 2010 Complete Street Project and 
the 2018 Comprehensive Plan that was 
largely produce by residents? Originally 
when this project went before this coun-
cil in Workshop we were assured that 
input from 2020 would be considered. 
On Wednesday we heard “There weren’t 
really resident responses that mentioned 
sidewalks”. Why would there be? Our 
residents responded loud and clear in 
2010, 2018, 2020! To recap, our Council 
feels comfortable walking in the streets 
so we should too. People play Frisbee, 
Flag Football and Soccer in the streets so 
we should too. So, let’s dodge the deliv-
ery, garbage, repair and mail trucks – go 
ahead walk in the middle of the street for 
the next 30 years. Public Safety is #1!  
Bettina Potter
Big Lake, MN

TO THE EDITOR:
First off, we know the election was 

stolen.  How could one person get that 
many votes and lose?   The Democrats  
are sore losers and couldn’t believe they 
lost in 2016 so they had to go through all 
sorts of illegal hoops to ‘win’ this one.
Secondly, talk about inciting violence?  
What about some of these Hollywood 
people: Tom Arnold said, “I fantasize 
about standing over Trump Jr’s dead 
body”, or Joe Biden saying, “I’d like 
to take Trump behind the barn and beat 
him up”.  (He would probably forget 
what he was going to do once he got be-
hind the barn!), Kathy Griffith  holding 
up a bloody decapitated head of Trump.  
Madonna, after Trump’s inauguration, 
“Let’s blow up the White House!”  If 
any Republican said that after Biden’s 
inauguration they would be arrested so 
fast it would make your head spin! What 
about Kamala Harris saying the riots 
should go on in Minneapolis and even 
helping out with bail money for some of 
the  PEACEFUL Protestors,   Anything 
Trump’s people did were Riots........And 
Ilhan Omar saying about 9 - 11, “Some 
people did something”. She should be 
stripped of her Committee assignments 
as Marjorie Taylor Greene was  stripped 
of hers. The  incitement  was pre-planned 
by the Democrats.
Mary Lenk
Clear Lake, MN

TO THE EDITOR:
In response to Congressman Emmer.
The Tax Foundations analysis of 

President Biden’s tax proposals in my 
eyes almost exclusively land on those 
earning $400,000 per year and/or those 
earning over $1,000,000 in capital gains. 
I’ve looked at a number of conservative 
sites and unquestionably earnings of 
$400,000 per year puts you in the top 
2% -5% of earners in the nation.Are 
some people’s earnings more sacred 
than others? A dollar is simply a dollar, 
it doesn’t matter if it were earned by in-
vestment, farming, bookkeeping, house-
keeping, teaching or in any other manner 
and those with $400,000 per year can 

Condolences to Buffalo

Pushing to empower locals,  remove 
Gov’s ability to close schools 

With thousands of 
Minnesota students still 
in remote learning, House 
Republicans last Thursday 
moved to take urgent ac-
tion on legislation provid-
ing more local control over 
school-related decisions 
and removing the gover-
nor’s ability to unilaterally 
keep them closed.   

I supported the plan as 
many students and families 
continue suffering detri-
mental impacts of distance 
learning, taking a toll on ac-
ademic achievement, men-
tal health, and more.  

This bill is all about 
the ability and the right for 
parents to make decisions 
they deem best for their 
children. Adding local con-
trol would provide parents 
with greater opportunities 
to work with their local 
district officials to make 
sure particular needs are 
met. It also would enhance 
accountability, which is 
crucial in the process of 
making educational deci-
sions that best suit personal 
preferences for the overall 
health and welfare of our 
kids. 

While many area 
schools have returned full 
time, many more remain in 
part-time or full-time dis-
tance learning. I said the 
science and data show we 
can safely get our students 
back in the classroom. 
President Joe Biden’s CDC 
director has said multiple 
times that we could safely 
return to in-person learning 
before all teachers are vac-
cinated. 

The governor contin-
ues to ignore the science 
and is failing to bring teach-
ers and students safely back 
to the classroom in schools 
throughout the state. 

School districts have 

felt pressure from the 
governor and his admin-
istration to follow their 
marching orders regardless 
of what their local scenario 
may be. We have seen the 
same thing in the state’s 
heavy-handed treatment 
businesses. That culture of 
fear and intimidation has 
no place in our state’s busi-
ness community, much less 
in our schools where it even 
more directly impacts our 
children. 

The House Republi-
cans’ proposal to act on the 
bill (H.F. 1051) Thursday 
failed on a party-line vote, 
with House Democrats 
blocking the effort and 
voting in favor of allowing 
the governor to keep his 
school-closing authority. A 
similar proposal cleared its 
first committee stop in the 
Senate earlier this month 
and could come up for a 
vote in the coming weeks.  

By Rep. 15B 
Shane Mekeland

Letters To Editor

Is Money Your Ultimate Pursuit?
“For the love of money 

is the root of all evil: which 
while some coveted after, 
they have erred from the 
faith, and pierced them-
selves through with many 
sorrows.” — 1Tim. 6:10

We’ve all heard or read 
that verse from the Word of 
God before but many sim-
ply miss the key phrase and 
meaning in the verse that 
talks of one’s bank account, 
pocketbook, safe or sock 
drawer.

Read the first line 
again...“For the LOVE of 
money is the root of all 
evil...”

Catch that? Money 
itself is not the root of all 
evil. The Bible actually 
says that the LOVE of 
money is the root of all evil.

And boy oh  boy, do 
we have a lot of evil in 
this world today. But is it 
just the love of money that 
causes all of today’s evils?

I’m not sure but I’m 
leaning towards yes. The 
more God is eliminated 
from people’s lives, evil 
creeps in. 

But, it’s not the physi-
cal or figurative perception 
of money that is the prob-
lem...it’s people’s hearts. 
It’s really that simple. You 
see, when you focus most 
(if not all) of your attention 
on making money, improv-
ing your job situation, buy-
ing more things, driving the 
best car, etc. — all that does 
is take the attention away 
from your relationship with 
your Creator and with oth-
ers.

God doesn’t care if 
you take your Aston Mar-
tin or BMW for a spin to 

the beach. He doesn’t care 
if you throw on a tuxedo 
to attend a gala or you buy 
your employees mink coats. 
He doesn’t care if you build 
your savings account into a 
secure retirement future.

All that He cares is you 
don’t forget about Him, the 
One who provided for all 
that you have.

It’s your heart He cov-
ets not your riches.

Jesus said in the Gos-
pel of Matthew, “No one 
can serve two masters, 
for either he will hate the 
one and love the other, or 
he will be devoted to the 
one and despise the other. 
You cannot serve God and 
money.” (Matthew 6:24).

It’s a choice. If accu-
mulating wealth causes you 
to shun your relationship 
with God and others, then 
you are doing evil. If climb-
ing on the backs of others to 
get to the top of the ladder 
in your job is your passion, 
then call it what it is...evil. 
We either love God, or we 
love money.

Later in Matthew, 
Jesus spells it all out for us.

“But seek first the king-
dom of God and His righ-
teousness, and all these 

things shall be added to 
you.” (Matthew 6:33)

When we choose re-
lationships over financial 
gain, God honors that 
choice.

Remember in Genesis 
13, when Abraham and Lot 
had both grown so wealthy 
that the land they were on 
wasn’t able to support the 
herds of both of them? 
Their employees were start-
ing to get into fights about 
the limited resources that 
were available.

Abraham decided that 
the best answer was for 
him and Lot to part ways. 
And even though Abraham 
had the right to choose the 
best land for himself be-
cause he was Lot’s uncle, 
he deferred to Lot and let 
him choose which way to 
go. Lot selfishly chose the 
more desirable land and 
headed off in that direction.

Abraham chose his re-
lationship with Lot over the 
financial gain of the best re-
sources. Contrast that with 
Lot who chose to prioritize 
his own financial gain and 
in the process ended up on 
Sodom.

In the end, Abraham 
was blessed by God and 
grew far wealthier than 
he was when he and Lot 
parted ways. However Lot 
didn’t fare so well. He lost 
everything when he barely 
escaped the destruction of 
Sodom with his life.

We will do well to 
make Abraham’s choice 
and prioritize relationships 
over financial gain. By 
doing so we will remove 
the love of money from our 
lives.

By Bill Morgan 
Staff Writer

LETTERS to page 15
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Classifieds

MURPHY
CHEVROLET

New & Used Cars & Trucks
(320) 968-6239

www.murphychevrolet.com

Automotive

OAK PARK CREAMERY
See us for all your feed needs. 
Hubbard, Heims, Purina & 
Oak Park brand feeds. Crys-
talyx tubs. We specialize in 
small orders of custom made 
feed. Stop in for best prices on 
seedcorn, Enlist soybeans & 
seed oats-early pay discounts    
OAK PARK CREAMERY
16623 Ironwood Rd NE Oak 
Park, MN. 320-968-7864
________________________

Farm Supplies

WE PAY CASH FOR USED 
GUNS. Stu’s Gunsmithing 
320-258-3980, 3030 12th St. 
SE, St. Cloud.
________________________

Gunsmith

THE CLASSIC, EDGE & E, 
Outdoor Wood, Pellet & Corn 
by Central Boiler. Take Advan-
tage of The Rebates available 
now, Including Additional Dis-
counts and State Fair Specials 
Give us a call or see us at the 
fair. Class-Act Outdoor Fur-
nace 763-972-6255                              
CLASSACTFURNACE.COM
________________________

Outdoor Furnaces

OFFICE OR RETAIL SPACE. 
Hwy 10 frontage in Becker. 
1100 sq. ft. Available immedi-
ately. Call 763-261-2425.
________________________

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT -
at 935 Clearwater Center in 
Clearwater (next to The Kettle
Restaurant) 364 sq. ft. $425 
per mo. Includes utilities. 320-
558-6800 Carol Halvorson
________________________

Office Rentals

Adoption

ADOPTION. Loving family promises 
newborn sunlit nursery in family friendly 
neighborhood near ocean. Educational op-
portunities, devoted grandparents, gentle 
pets. Generous living expenses paid. An-
dres and Elana 1(561)388-1123 or attorney 
1 (310)663-3467. (MCN)

Announcements
INVESTIGATE BEFORE YOU INVEST! 
Midwest Free Community Paper Associ-
ation does not knowingly accept fraudu-
lent or deceptive advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly investigate all 
classifieds and other ads which require an 
investment. (MCN)

Auctions
GUN SHOW: Rifle and Pistol Club, 
Webster County Fair Grounds, Fort Dodge 
IA, February 27 & 28, 2021 • Sat. 9 AM - 5 
PM • Sun. 9 AM - 3 PM Food & Beverages 
Available. Admission $7 - Children under 
14 Free, General Public Welcome for in-
formation contact: Al Little 515-570-0827; 
E-mail alanlittle888@gmail.com. (MCN)

Automobiles
DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY. 
Receive maximum value of write off for 
your taxes. Running or not! All conditions 

accepted. Free pickup. Call for details. 855-
752-6680 (MCN)
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK TO 
HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. Free 3 
Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free Tow-
ing, All Paperwork Taken Care Of. CALL 
1-855-977-7030 (MCN)

Cable / Internet
BEST SATELLITE TV with 2 Year Price 
Guarantee! $59.99/mo with 190 channels 
and 3 months free premium movie chan-
nels! Free next day installation! Call 855-
824-1258. (MCN)
High-Speed Internet. We instantly com-
pare speed, pricing, availability to find 
the best service for your needs. Starting 
at $39.99/month! Quickly compare offers 
from top providers. Call 1-855-399-9295 
(MCN)
AT&T TV - The Best of Live & On-De-
mand On All Your Favorite Screens. 
CHOICE Package, $64.99/mo plus taxes 
for 12months. Premium Channels at No 
Charge for One Year! Anytime, anywhere. 
Some restrictions apply. W/ 24-mo. agmt 
(TV price higher in 2nd year.) Regional 
Sports Fee up to $8.49/mo. is extra & ap-
plies. Call IVS 1-866-387-0621. (MCN)
4G LTE Home Internet Now Available! 
Get GotW3 with lightning fast speeds 
plus take your service with you when you 
travel! As low as $109.99/mo! 844-897-
8159. (MCN)
DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Channels + 
$14.95 High Speed Internet. Free Installa-
tion, Smart HD DVR Included, Free Voice 

Remote. Some restrictions apply. Promo 
Expires 7/21/21. 1-844-316-8876. (MCN)
Earthlink High Speed Internet. As Low 
As $49.95/month (for the first 3 months.) 
Reliable High Speed Fiber Optic Technol-
ogy. Stream Videos, Music and More! Call 
Earthlink Today 1-855-679-7096. (MCN)

For Sale
Trailer Sale: Just In 74”X10’ & 12’, 
82”X12’ & 14’ Side by side (UTV), 
ATV,mower utility trailers, Single axle 
DUMP trailer $3,336.00, 83”X12’ 14k 
dump $7,199.00 & 83”X14’ 14k dump 
$7,499.00. Cargo trailers coming soon!!!! 
www.FortDodgeTrailerWorld.com or 515-
972-4554. (MCN)

Health & Medical
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May 
Be Covered by Medicare! Reclaim inde-
pendence and mobility with the compact 
design and long-lasting battery of Inogen 
One. Free information kit! Call 844-716-
2411. (MCN)
VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for $99. 100 
pills for $150. FREE shipping. Money back 
guaranteed! 1-866-306-9928 (MCN)

Home Services
Order BRINKS Home Security mon-
itoring & you can receive a FREE home 
security system ($850 Value). Visit www.
HomeSecuritySurvey.com or Call 1-800-

801-9614. (MCN)

Income Opportunites
NEW AUTHORS WANTED! Page Pub-
lishing will help you self-publish your own 
book. FREE author submission kit! Limited 
offer! Why wait? Call now: 855-623-8796 
(MCN)
Become a published author! Publications 
sold at all major secular & specialty Chris-
tian bookstores. CALL Christian Faith Pub-
lishing for your FREE author submission 
kit. 1-888-981-5761. (MCN)

Miscelleanous
Two great new offers from AT&T Wire-
less! Ask how to get the new iPhone 11 or 
Next Generation Samsung Galaxy S10e 
ON US with AT&T’s Buy one, Give One 
offer. While supplies last! CALL 1-844-
290-8275. (MCN)
BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. EASY, 
ONE DAY updates! We specialize in 
safe bathing. Grab bars, no slip flooring 
& seated showers. Call for a free in-home 
consultation: 855-836-2250. (MCN)

Personals
Meet that special someome you truly de-
serve! We gladly invite you to visit: www.
CompanionOutreach.com FREE MEM-
BERSHIP! (MCN)

DESKTOPS AND LAPTOP 
REPAIR. On-site or drop off. 
Computer cleanup - upgrades. 
Big Lake, 763-263-7070.
________________________

Computers

Minnesota Newspaper Association Classifieds

STUDIO 
APARTMENT

In Becker for rent avail-
able immediately at 
Pineview Apartments. 
Clean, quiet & well main-
tained. $595/month, 
includes water, heat, 
garbage, & parking 
space. Requirements for 
rent are based on a full 
background check, no 
prior evictions or crimi-
nal record. Minimum re-
quirements of income & 
rental history apply. 

No pets. 
If interested call Todd at 
612-616-0984.

Studio Apartment

GREAT NORTHERN 
UNCLAIMED FREIGHT. Fur-
niture, army surplus, tools. 
923 South Benton Drive, Sauk 
Rapids, MN. 320-251-2818.
________________________

Furniture

SNOW IS COMING! Get your 
snowblowers ready. Call Perry 
to schedule inspection and re-
pair. We service most brands. 
Trueman Welters, 1600 Hwy 
55, Buffalo. 763-682-2200.
________________________

Snow Blowers

 

RSVP / The Volunteer Bridge
Greeter at the Sherburne Government Center
Volunteers are needed to help greet individuals coming into the 
Sherburne Government Center.  This is a great way to help your 
local government by answering phone calls, directing patrons on 
where to go, and being the first point of contact for those in the com-
munity.  This position is safely behind a partition and is the perfect 
opportunity to safely meet others that reside in your community.  
Good fit for those interested in your local government!
Senior Friendship Circle Leader with RSVP
Senior Friendship Circles are small groups of 3 members and one 
Leader that meet via telephone calls on a weekly basis.  For just 
one hour a week, you can help combat loneliness of 3 others in your 
community.  One participant has even stated their group is one of the 
best things that have ever happened to them.  A simple weekly phone 
chat can help others in a big way! 
Driver with Great River Faith in Action
Especially now, people in the community struggle to get to and from 
medical and social services appointments.  This is a great opportu-
nity to help in driving individuals who just need a little help getting 
where they need to go.  If you have a car and the time, this flexible 
position is perfect for you.  
If you are interested in volunteering in these or other opportunities, 
please contact: 

RSVP Volunteer Program 
763-635-4505 

heather.brooks@ci.stcloud.mn.us 
SherburneUnitedWay.org/Volunteer

March - Sherburne County 
Health & Human Services - 

Classes are as follows:
WIC (Women, Infants & Children) is for women who are pregnant, 
breastfeeding, recently had a baby, infants and children to their 5th 
birthday.  WIC provides nutrition education, breastfeeding support, 
healthy foods and referrals to health services/community resources. 
The service is free, and you or your children may be eligible.  For 
more information, please call 763-765-4116 or 1-800-433-5239, or 
check out the website http://www.co.sherburne.mn.us/hhs/wic.php. 
The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits dis-
crimination in the administration of its programs. WIC is an equal 
opportunity provider.
Immunization Tuesdays
Sherburne County’s Immunization Clinic offers free or low cost im-
munizations for children 18 years of age or younger and uninsured 
or underinsured adults 19 years and older in Minnesota who meet 
eligibility guidelines on Tuesdays from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.  Call for an 
appointment or more information, 763-765-4000 or 1-800-433-5239.

Game Time

   Becker Area Senior Center (BASC) 
Upcoming Events

The Becker Area Senior Center will soon be relocating to 
the Becker Community Center. We will be opening under 
COVID-19 regulations. Watch this Patriot column or 
www.beckercommunitycenter.com for more information 
and EXACT OPENING DATE.
BASC 763-528-0643    
Email: basc.becker@gmail.com

This Week’s Calendar Events:
Sun. - Feb. 21, 2021:
• National Grain Free Day
Mon. - Feb. 22, 2021:
• National Margarita Day
Tues. - Feb. 23, 2021:
• World Spay Day
Wed. - Feb. 24, 2021:
• National Eating Disorders Awareness 

Week (Feb. 24 – Mar. 1)
Thurs. - Feb. 25, 2021:
• First National Bank Chartered: Anniver-

sary 1791
Fri. - Feb. 26, 2021:
• World Trade Center Bombing of 1993: 

Anniversary
Sat. - Feb. 27, 2021:
• Anniversary of the Ratification of the 

22nd Amendment: 1951
• Moon Phase: Full Snow Moon

LOOKING TO 
PURCHASE existing 
church building in the 
Becker, Clearwater or 

Clear Lake area. Please 
call Fred 320-894-7089.

Wanted

Announcements

Apartments

Clearview 
Apartments

Senior / Disabled 
Affordable Housing

Available immediately

Call Lisa
320-733-2727

Equal Housing Opportunity

Heat, Water & Trash Incl., 
Laundry, Car Plug-Ins, 

Community Room

                                     Week of February 21, 2021             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

MISCELLANEOUS

HELP WANTED

SEED/FEED/GRAINS

HUNTINGHEALTH

MISCELLANEOUS

GASTRIC BYPASS SURGERY 
FOR WEIGHT LOSS? 

If you or a loved one had this surgery 
and suff ered serious injury or death? 
You may be entitled to compensation. 
Attorney Charles Johnson 800/535-5727

FT DELIVERY DRIVER 
needed at Perkins Lumber, Spicer. 
Class A CDL preferred but not neces-
sary. Health/Dental/401K/Flex/HSA. 
Details: Call Shawn at 320/796-2105

PROTECT YOUR YIELD 
from soybean white mold and SDS. Ask 
your seed dealer for Heads Up® Seed 
Treatment. Cost-eff ective. Proven results. 
HeadsUpST.com/plant21 or 866/368-9306

GUARANTEED BUFFALO HUNTS
in the southern Black Hills of 
South Dakota. Buff alo hunts: cows 
$1850, bulls starting at $3000. 
605/391-4646 nvrbuff alo@gmail.com 

FREON WANTED: 
We pay $$$ for cylinders and cans. R12 
R500 R11 R113 R114. Convenient. Cer-
ti ed Professionals. Call 312/291-9169
or visit: RefrigerantFinders.com 

TIMESHARE 
CANCELLATION EXPERTS 

Over $50,000,000 in timeshare debt & 
fees cancelled in 2019. Get free informa-
tional package & learn how to get rid of 
your timeshare! Free consultations. Over 
450 positive reviews. Call 833/619-1117 

AT&T WIRELESS 
Two great new off ers! Ask how to get 
the new iPhone 11 or Next Genera-
tion Samsung Galaxy S10e on us with 
AT&T’s Buy one, Give One off er. 
While supplies last! Call 855/332-0464 

DONATE YOUR CAR 
truck or boat to Heritage For The 
Blind. Free 3-day vacation, tax 
deductible, free towing, all paper-
work taken care of 844/220-9501

DISH NETWORK $64.99 
for 190 Channels! Blazing fast inter-
net, $19.99/mo. (where available.) 
Switch & get a FREE $100 Visa gift 
card. FREE voice remote. FREE 
HD DVR. FREE streaming on ALL 
devices. Call today! 855/562-4309

4G LTE HOME INTERNET 
Now available! Get GotW3 with 
lightning fast speeds, plus take your 
service with you when you travel! 
As low as $109.99/mo! 844/960-4698

Advertise here statewide in 230+ 
newspapers FOR only $279 per week! 
Call 800-279-2979  or this newspaper

Painting
JIM’S PAINTING, BECKER 
Interior painting and wallpa-
pering. Affordable rates. FREE 
estimates. Call Jim Aleckson 
763-261-2336
________________________

 

FREE
ADULT BASIC ED & GED

CLASSES
GED Test Preparation

It’s never too late to learn!

Call Community Ed for more 
information 763-261-4506

Tuesdays from 6-8:30 PM
Becker High School Library

(Enter Door #11)
No need to Pre-Register,

 just come to class!

Adult Basic GED

Becker Dollars for Scholars hold 
31st annual Phone-a-Thon

Becker Dollars for Scholars® is sponsoring the 31st 
annual Phone-A-Thon for scholarships. The Phone-A-
Thon will be held on the evenings of March 1st and March 
3rd, with March 8th and dates to be determined on the 
week of March 15th as alternate dates.

Volunteer students will call Becker School district 
residents to take pledges. Larger donations from individ-
uals, businesses, and organizations are also accepted. All 
money raised is awarded to Becker High School students. 
Scholarships of $500.00 (or more) are available to gradu-
ating high school seniors planning to attend public or pri-
vate colleges or technical colleges and to those who are 
already attending college or technical college. The Becker 
community has contributed over $525,000 over the past 
30 years.

Becker Dollars for Scholars has a website through 
Scholarship America and all student applications will need 
to be completed by logging on to becker.dollarsforschol-
ars.org website and click on the “Students and Parents” tab 
and follow the instructions there.

To make a donation online by credit card, log on to 
Becker.dollarsforscholars.org website and click on the 
“donate now” tab and follow the instructions listed there.

Anyone interested in helping with the Phone-A-Thon, 
making a contribution (especially those with unlisted num-
bers or those who only use a cell phone) or getting more 
information about supporting Becker Dollars for Scholars 
may contact Dale or Pat Seavert at 763-261-5483 or Dale 
by cell phone or text at 320-290-5342 or through becker.
dollarsforscholars.org website by clicking on the “volun-
teers” tab and following the instructions there.

Library receives overwhelming 
campaign response

Great River Regional Library (GRRL) is grateful for 
the community’s overwhelming support in 2020. The li-
brary raised $104,939 for its 2020 Year-End Campaign.

From October to January every year, the GRRL sys-
tem holds a “Year-End Campaign” to benefit all 32 librar-
ies. GRRL serves many communities with varying needs 
and interests. Financial support of GRRL enhances new 
collections and puts forth more innovative library services.

Going into the end of the year, the library was unsure 
of what its fundraising season would hold. 

“We informed our past donors of everything we have 
done this past year for our community. From lending 
Wi-Fi hotspots to students and families to adding more 
books and audiobooks to our digital collection for those 
homebound,” said Breanne Johnson, Communications and 
Development Coordinator. “This year the community re-
sponded. Everyone saw the value in their local library this 
past year!” The system’s libraries closed only shortly in 
2020 before offering curbside pick-up and other services 
for library cardholders.

Executive Director Karen Pundsack shared, “It is 
humbling to see this record-breaking generosity from our 
donors, especially during this challenging time.” GRRL’s 
goal for the Year-End Campaign was $47,500 from 900 
donors. “It is encouraging to receive over $100,000 from 
1,052 donors. We will use these funds to enhance literacy 
and extend access to bring more resources to more people 
in our communities.”

To learn more about how your donations impact your 
local library, visit griver.org/why-give.



Public Notices

DEADLINES
Notices & Legals

Wednesdays At Noon
Contact Kathy:

763-275-0275 or 
Email:

legals.kathy@patriotnewsmn.com

Page 6 • Patriot, Saturday, February 20, 2021

City Public NoticesSherburne County Public Notices

Sherburne County
Notice of Intent to Amend the Subsurface 

Sewage Treatment System
Low Interest Loan Program Ordinance

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Sherburne County Board of 
Commissioners will consider amending the County’s Subsurface 
Sewage Treatment System Low Interest Loan Program Ordinance 
to allow small businesses to apply for low interest loans from the 
County to assist in financing the repair or replacement of failing 
septic systems. The proposed Ordinance will be considered during 
the County Board meeting on Tuesday March 2, 2021, as soon as 
possible after 9:00 a.m., in the County Board Room at the Sherburne 
County Government Center, 138890 Business Center Drive, Elk 
River, MN 55330. A copy of the proposed Ordinance will be
available for inspection in the office of the Planning and Zoning 
Department, at the Sherburne County Government Center, during 
normal County business hours.
Published in the Patriot: (02/20/21)

Sherburne County
Notice of Intent to Adopt Solid Waste Cleanup Low Interest 

Loan Program Ordinance
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Sherburne County Board of 
Commissioners will consider adopting an Ordinance to establish a 
program for providing low interest loans from the County to resi-
dential property owners who are in violation of the County’s Solid 
Waste Management Ordinance to assist in financing the cleanup and 
removal of solid waste. The proposed Ordinance will be considered 
during the County Board meeting on Tuesday March 2, 2021, as 
soon as possible after 9:00 a.m., in the County Board Room at the 
Sherburne County Government Center, 138890 Business Center 
Drive, Elk River, MN 55330. A copy of the proposed Ordinance will 
be available for inspection in the office of the Planning and Zoning 
Department, at the Sherburne County Government Center, during 
normal County business hours..
Published in the Patriot: (02/20/21)

Sherburne County
WARRANTS FOR PUBLICATION

Warrants Approved On 1/15/2021 For Payment 1/15/2021
Vendor Name     Amount
54 Inc      10,000.00
All Star Car LLC     9,200.00
Becker Screenprint LLC    3,252.00
Brickyard Bar & Grill    5,000.00
Diamond Distributing    7,033.00
Frey Inc      5,000.00
Heritage Construction Co    10,000.00
Lake Cafe      10,000.00
LaPoint Enterprises Inc    10,000.00
Lupulin Brewing LLC    10,000.00
Mason Schwartz Agency    3,212.00
McPetes Sports Bar & Lanes    5,000.00
Midwest Bus Parts     10,000.00
Palmetto Fitness     5,000.00
Patriot News MN     10,000.00
Pinnacle Foods Limited Partnership  5,000.00
Replenish Nutrition     5,000.00
RHW Kurth Inc.- Broadway Pizza   10,000.00
Starz Dance Studio Inc    5,000.00
Tipsy Foods Inc     5,000.00
TJP Bowl      5,000.00
Tootsies Lakeside Pub    10,000.00
Zuri Motors LLC     5,000.00
Final Total:     162,697.00
Published in the Patriot: (02/20/21)

Sherburne County
WARRANTS FOR PUBLICATION

Warrants Approved On 1/15/2021 For Payment 1/15/2021
Vendor Name     Amount
6 Payments less than 2000    8,254.75
Final Total:     8,254.75
Published in the Patriot: (02/20/21)

CITY OF BECKER, MINNESOTA
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON THE PROPOSAL TO 

ADOPT A STREET RECONSTRUCTION PLAN
Notice is hereby given that the City Council of the City of Becker, 
Minnesota, will meet on March 2, 2021, at 5:00p.m. at the Becker 
City Hall, 12060 Sherburne Avenue, in Becker, Minnesota, for the 
purpose of conducting a public hearing on (a) the proposal to adopt 
a five year street reconstruction plan and (b) the intent to issue not 
to exceed approximately $8,600,000 in General Obligation Street 
Reconstruction Bonds under its street reconstruction plan for street 
reconstruction improvements described in the street reconstruction 
plan.
All persons may appear at the March 2, 2021, public hearing and 
present their views to the Council orally or in writing.
If a petition requesting a vote on the issuance of the General Obli-
gation Street Reconstruction bonds is signed by voters equal to five 
percent of the votes cast in the last municipal general election and 
is filed with the Clerk within 30 days of March 2, 2020, the City 
may issue the General Obligation Street Reconstruction Bonds only 
after obtaining the approval of a majority of the voters voting on the 
question of the issuance of the General Obligation Street Recon-
struction Bonds. 
BY ORDER OF THE CITY COUNCIL
/s/ Julie Blesi
City Clerk
Published in the Patriot: (02/20/21)

CITY COUNCIL
CITY OF CLEARWATER
ORDINANCE NO. 2021-03

AMENDING CHAPTER 34 ARTICLE II
OF THE CLEARWATER CITY CODE

THE CITY OF CLEARWATER HEREBY ORDAINS AS FOL-
LOWS:
City Code Part 1, Chapter 34, Article II – Special and Recre-
ational Vehicles is hereby amended as follows:
Section 1 – SPECIAL AND RECREATIONAL VEHICLES: 
MOTORIZED GOLF CARTS, UTILITY TASK VEHICLES, 
CLASS 1 & 2 ALL-TERRAIN VEHICLES, SNOWMOBILES 
AND MINI-TRUCKS, Subsection (A)(1) is amended to read:
(A) Permit Requirements and Other Regulations
(1) Unless otherwise duly licensed by the State of Minnesota and 
properly insured in accordance with state law, no person shall operate 
a motorized golf cart, utility task vehicle, class 1 or class 2 all-terrain 
vehicle, or mini-truck on streets, alleys, sidewalks or other public 
property without obtaining a permit as provided herein. Vehicles with 
a license issued by the State of Minnesota for operation on public 
roadways do not require an additional permit from the city.
Section 5 – SNOWMOBILES, Subsection (C)(1) is amended to 
read:
(C) Operation on public streets, parks, waters and land.
(1) Except as provided in subsection (C)(2) or (C)(4) of this section, 
no person shall operate a snowmobile upon any public street, park, 
alley, lot, lake or stream within the corporate limits of the city be-
tween the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m.
Section 5 – SNOWMOBILES, Subsection (C)(4) is amended to 
read:
(C) Operation on public streets, parks, waters and land.
(4) Snowmobiles shall not be operated in city parks, except that, for 
public safety reasons, snowmobiles may follow the marked snowmo-
bile trail through Riverside Park to cross the Clearwater River. Snow-
mobiles are prohibited from operating in Riverside Park outside of 
the marked snowmobile trail.
Effective Date. This ordinance shall be in full force and effect upon 
its passage and summary
publication, which is hereby authorized by the City Council.
ADOPTED THIS 8 th DAY OF FEBRUARY 2021
ATTEST:
/s/ Andrea Lawrence, Mayor
/s/ Annita M. Smythe, City Administrator
Published in the Patriot: (02/20/21).

CITY COUNCIL
CITY OF CLEARWATER
ORDINANCE NO. 2021-04

AMENDING CHAPTER 34 ARTICLE III
OF THE CLEARWATER CITY CODE

THE CITY OF CLEARWATER HEREBY ORDAINS AS FOL-
LOWS:
City Code Part 1, Chapter 34, Article III – Parking is hereby 
amended as follows:
Section 34-62 – Impoundment is amended as follows:
Any vehicle in violation of this article is declared to be a nuisance. A 
police officer may summarily abate a nuisance vehicle by removing 
said vehicle and storing the same in an appropriate place or directing 
or requesting another person to remove said vehicle and store in an 
appropriate place. The registered owner shall pay all the administra-
tive, towing, and storage fees along with the fines imposed by the city
before the registered owner shall be permitted to recover said vehicle. 
The Public Works Supervisor or designee may also direct removal of 
vehicles or other equipment but only after a snowfall and when in 
violation of Section 34-66.
Section 34-66 - Parking after snowfall is amended as follows:
After a snowfall of at least two inches or a wet slushy snowfall of any 
amount, it is a petty misdemeanor for any person to fail to remove a 
motor vehicle or parts thereof from any street or alley until the snow-
plowing on the street or alley is completed.
Following any snowfall between the dates of November 1 st of each 
year to April 1st of the year next following, it shall be unlawful to 
park or leave standing any vehicle or part thereof on any City street 
or alleyway from 2:00 a.m. until such time as snow plowing curb-to-
curb has been completed on such street or alleyway. All vehicles or
parts thereof found in violation may be towed at the owner’s expense 
at the direction of the Public Works Supervisor or designee. Any ve-
hicles towed under this provision shall follow the procedures out-
lined in Section 34-62.
This parking prohibition includes parking vehicles or part thereof on 
the street or right of way, whether improved with curb, gutter and 
pavement or not improved.
Section 34-67 - Removal of snow, ice or rubbish from public side-
walks is added as follows:
The owner and the occupant of any property adjacent to a public side-
walk shall use diligence to keep such sidewalk safe for pedestrians 
regardless of whether the sidewalk is located in front of a boulevard, 
directly in front of the property, or within the street right of way. 
No such owner or occupant shall allow snow, ice, dirt, or rubbish to 
remain on the sidewalk longer than twenty-four (24) hours after its
deposit thereon. Failure to comply with this section shall constitute 
a violation. 
The city may levy a fee against the property owner in accordance 
with the current Fee Schedule Ordinance to cover the city’s costs 
to cure public safety violations in this section. Such fees constitute 
a lien against the property and may be assessed to property taxes if 
unpaid.
Section 34-68 - Pushing Snow onto a public right-of-way or road-
way is added as follows:
In accordance with Minnesota Statutes, property owners or occu-
pants are prohibited from depositing snow on a public right-of-way 
or roadway. This includes pushing snow across the roadway onto an 
adjacent property.
Section 34-69 – Mailboxes is added as follows:
Property owners or occupants are responsible for shoveling snow 
from around their mailboxes to ensure delivery of mail.
Effective Date. This ordinance shall be in full force and effect upon 
its passage and summary publication, which is hereby authorized by 
the City Council.
ADOPTED THIS 8 th DAY OF FEBRUARY 2021
ATTEST:
/s/ Andrea Lawrence, Mayor
/s/ Annita M. Smythe, City Administrator
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ADVERTISEMENT 
FOR BIDS

CP 071-607-020: CSAH 7 – From US Hwy 10 to 1900’ east of 40th Ave
CP 071-643-020: CR 43 – From Bridge # 71515 to 

CSAH 15
CP 071-655-019: CR 55 – From US Hwy 10 to CSAH 6

BECKER TWP: Various Becker Twp Roads
CLEAR LAKE TWP: Various Clear Lake Township Roads

SHERBURNE COUNTY, MINNESOTA
Notice is hereby given that SEALDED Bid Proposal Packages will be re-

ceived by the Sherburne County Engineer at the office of the undersigned until 
1:00 p.m. on the 18th day of March 2021.

The Major Quantities of Work are:
95,359 SY Remove Bituminous Pavement
146,627 SY Full Depth Reclamation
131,084 SY Mill Bituminous Surface
231 LF 6x4 Box Culvert; 18’ & 42’ CP Pipe Culvert
18,310 TONS Aggregate Base and Shouldering
55,907 TON SP 9.5 & 12.5 Wearing Course Mixture
3,640 CY Select Granular Borrow
145,882 LF Pavement Markings
Receipt of Bid Proposal: Bids will be received at the Public Works Office, 

located at the Sherburne County Government Center, 13880 Business Center 
Drive Suite 100, Elk River MN 55330 until 1:00 p.m., March 18th, 2021.

Bid Opening: Proposals will be opened by the County Engineer after the 
hour set for receiving bids at the Sherburne County Government Center, Public 
Works Conference Room; 13880 Business Center Drive Suite 100, Elk River MN 
55330. Due to the COVID-19 Order 20-99, this will be a public online bid 
opening with no in person attendance by bidders. Information for accessing 
the bid opening will be provided with the bid proposal package.

Plans and specifications may be examined at the office of the Sherburne 
County Highway Engineer, 13880 Business Center Drive Suite 100, Elk River 
MN 55330., or at http://www.co.sherburne.mn.us/publicworks/index.php and 
follow the Construction Projects & Bids (eGram) link. A user ID and password 
is required to download the Plans and Specifications. Contact Public Works at 
763-765-3300 to obtain.

The cost to download the Plans & Specifications is free.
The cost to obtain a hard copy of the Plans & Specifications is $50.00 

with an additional $10.00 mailing fee.
TO SUBMIT A BID – A Bid Proposal Package must be purchased. The 

cost to obtain the Bid Proposal Package is $10.00. Requests are made to the 
Sherburne County Engineer, 13880 Business Center Drive Suite 100, Elk River 
MN 55330.

Requests must be accompanied by check, draft, or money order, payable to 
the Sherburne County Public Works. Bids must be accompanied by a Certified 
Check or Bidder’s Bond made payable to the Sherburne County Treasurer as a 
proposal guarantee for at least 5% of the amount of the bid.

No bidder may withdraw their bid (which shall include the Certified Check 
or the Bidder’s Bond) within 15 days after the scheduled closing time for the 
receipt of bids.

The County Board will consider award of the contract at the April 6, 2021 
County Board Meeting contingent upon County Engineer & County Attorney 
review. It is the County’s intent to begin construction the first part of July 2021 
and completed by end of August 2021.

The County Board reserves the right to reject any or all bids and to waive 
informalities.

Dated at Elk River Minnesota, this 16th day of February 2021.
/s/ Bruce Messelt, Sherburne County, Minnesota
PUBLIC NOTICE
Sherburne County has designated its official website as http://www.co.sher-

burne.mn.us/publicworks/index.php. Official publication of bids, requests for 
information, and requests for proposals will be done on the official website as an 
alternative means to disseminate solicitations of transportation construction and 
maintenance projects.
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Citizen Pruner Program Training
The Sherburne SWCD has been partnering with the 

cities of Becker, Big Lake, Clear Lake, Elk River, Prince-
ton, and Zimmerman on the Citizen Pruner Program since 
2014. This program utilizes volunteers to enhance city 
staff resources when it comes to long term tree care. Vol-
unteers are trained in tree identification, biology and prun-
ing techniques by staff with the University of Minnesota’s 
Forest Resources Department. This training consists of 2 
days combining an online webinar with an in-person hands 
on training. In person groups are limited to 5 participants 
and masks will be required.

Dates: March 5 th, 3-4:30 pm – Online
March 6 th , 8:30-11:30 or 1:30-4:30 – In-person
Location: Elk River Library, 13065 Orono Parkway 

NW, Elk River MN, 55330
Cost: $15
Registration: https://mntca.umn.edu/citizen-pruner/

sherburne-county-citizen-pruner
Conservation Webinar Series
Join Sherburne SWCD staff each Tuesday evening at 

6:30 in March to learn about ways to promote conserva-
tion in your own backyard. Topics rage from pollinators to 
knowing your soil. The webinar series is free of charge, but 
space is limited. You will find more detailed information 
about each topic and registration information on the Sher-
burne SWCD website or feel free to contact Franny Gerde 
for more information at fgerde@sheburneswcd.org.

March 2 nd : Beneficial Trees/Shrubs for Pollinators 
and Wildlife

March 9 th : Raingardens 101
March 16 th : How to use Web Soil Survey
March 23 rd : The Importance of Pollinators
March 30 th : Shoreline Restoration
Registration: https://www.sherburneswcd.org/swcd-

events.html#/

Upcoming SWCD Events

Announcements
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Sherburne County Board of Commissioners 
February 2, 2021 - County Board Workshop Minutes

The Board Chair opened the County Board Workshop Meeting. 
 
Community Corrections Department on Programs and Activities. 
Community Corrections
J. Hancuch, Community Corrections Department Head & Staff

Received an Update from the Community Corrections Department 
on programs and activities. Community Corrections Director J. 
Hancuch presented on Corrections Delivery Systems and what is 
to come in 2021 for Community Corrections. Community Correc-
tions Supervisor Corey Mabis-Rowe presented on Evidence Based 
Practices and Adult Supervision. Community Corrections Super-
visor Bobbie Shafer presented on Adult Pretrial, Juvenile Unit, 
Diversion Program, Juvenile & Adult Restitution Reimbursement 
Program, and Drug/Alcohol Testing for Juvenile and Adults. Office 
Supervisor Nicole Brummer was also present.

Potential Ordinance Updates and Revisions Related to the Struc-
ture and Operation of the Board of Adjustment. Planning & Zoning 
Nancy Riddle, Planning & Zoning Administrator 

Discussed potential Ordinance updates and revisions related to the 
structure and operation of the Sherburne County Board of Adjust-
ment. Zoning Administrator Nancy Riddle provided the Board with 
edited ordinance options for the Board to review. A consensus of 
revisions was met and will come back to the Board at an April 
workshop. 

12:12pm Adjourn Workshop Meeting
Raeanne Danielowski, Chairperson 
Bruce Messelt, Administrator

(Published in the Patriot: 2/20/2021)

Sherburne County Board of Commissioners
February 2, 2021 - County Board Meeting Minutes

Call to Order 
The Sherburne County Board of Commissioners convened in regular 
session on February 2, 2021, at the Sherburne County Government 
Center in the City of Elk River, MN. Call to order by the Chair was at 
9:00am. Commissioner Schmiesing attended via WebEx pursuant to 
Minn. Stat. § 13D.021 and as authorized under County Board Reso-
lution No. 032020-AD-1944: Declaring a Local State of Emergency.
• Moment of Silence and Pledge of Allegiance 
• Approval of Regular Meeting Proposed Agenda 
• Dolan/Fobbe unanimous to approve Regular Meeting Agenda as 

amended with the addition of adding Resolution 020221-AD-2024 
to Regular Agenda item 5.3. 

Consent Agenda 
Fobbe/Burandt unanimous to approve the Consent Agenda as pre-
sented. 
• Approved Regular Meeting Minutes: January 19, 2021 
• Approved Workshop Meeting Minutes: January 19, 2021 
Legal Services Agreement Renewals with Wiley Law Office.  Ad-
ministration 
Bruce Messelt, County Administrator 
• Approved renewal of Legal Services Agreements with the Wiley 

Law Office for employment law services supporting County Ad-
ministration and the Sheriff’s Office, from March 1, 2021 - Febru-
ary 28, 2023, subject to final County Attorney approval. Total cost 
not to exceed, $159,000.00. 

Date and Time for Public Hearing - Tax Abatement for Sportech, 
LLC. Administration 
Dan Weber, Assistant County Administrator 
• Approved the scheduling and notice of a Public Hearing for a Tax 

Abatement application received from Sportech, LLC, to be held on 
March 2nd, 2021 at 9:05am or soon thereafter.  

MN Lawful Gambling Application (Premises Permit) to Conduct 
Excluded Bingo for Travelers Country Club on the Mississippi - 
Renewal. Administration 
Bruce Messelt, County Administrator
• Approved a MN Lawful Gambling Application (Premises Permit) 

to Conduct Excluded Bingo for Travelers Country Club on the Mis-
sissippi, located at 11290 80th Ave SE, Clear Lake, MN 55319. The 
proposed 2021 bingo events will take place on May 29, June 19, 
July 24 and August 28.

Commissioner & Manual Warrants. Auditor / Treasurer 
Diane Arnold, County Auditor/Treasurer 
Approved Commissioner & Manual Warrants as follows:
• January 14, 2021 Manual Warrants BMO Harris Pcard Dec 2020 

$69,644.33
• January 15, 2021 Commissioner Warrants $1,276,708.42
• January 15, 2021 Commissioner Warrants Business Relief Grant 

$162,697.00
• January 15, 2021 Manual Warrants $8,254.75
• January 22, 2021 Commissioner Warrants $544,946.18
• January 22, 2021 Commissioner Warrants Business Relief Grant 

$121,989.00
• January 22, 2021 Manual Warrants $723,117.78
• January 25, 2021 Commissioner Warrants Final Settlement P3 

$642,178.62 
December 2020 Auditor-Treasurer Monthly Report. Auditor / 
Treasurer 
Diane Arnold, County Auditor/Treasurer 
• Received and accepted the December 2020 Monthly Auditor-Trea-

surer Report. (On file.)
Additional FTE Administrative Assistant I - Driver’s License 
Agent - Grade 7. Auditor / Treasurer 
Diane Arnold, County Auditor/Treasurer 
• Approved and authorized the Auditor-Treasurer to hire one ad-

ditional FTE position - Administrative Assistant I (grade 7) - for 
Driver’s License Agent.  

Community Corrections Advisory Board Appointment of County 
Commissioner. Community Corrections 
J. Hancuch, Community Corrections Director
• Approved appointing the following individual to serve a two-year 

term on the Community Corrections Advisory Board: County Com-
missioner Raeanne Danielowski. Term set to expire January 2023. 

HHS Administrative Debits (IFS) 1-21-21. Health & Human Ser-
vices 
Amanda Larson, HHS Director
Approved HHS Administrative Debits (IFS) from the posted period 
of 1-21-21.
• January 21, 2021 HHS Administrative IFS Warrants $42,975.81 
Memorandum of Understanding with Teamsters Public Health 
Unit Regarding Compensatory Time Accrual Maximum. Human 
Resources 
Tammy Bigelow, HR Director 
• Approved a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with Team-

sters Public Health Unit to temporarily waive the Compensatory 
Time Accrual Maximum, due to the anticipated need to fully staff 
all upcoming COVID-19 vaccination clinics. 

Sherburne County COVID-19 Response - Policies, Practices and 
FAQs. Human Resources 
Tammy Bigelow, HR Director 

• Approved revisions to Sherburne County COVID-19 Response - 
Policies, Practices and FAQs. (On File.) 

Professional Services Agreement with Braun Intertec for 2021 
Roofing Replacement Oversight.  Maintenance 
Steve Becker, Maintenance Department Head &Dan Weber, Assistant 
County Administrator 
• Approved an Agreement with Braun Intertec to oversee and manage 

the 2021 roofing and masonry projects at the Government Center, 
at a cost not to exceed $55,000. This is estimated as a ten to twelve 
week project and would start in early to mid-April. The expected 
end is the August/September timeframe.

Final Payment for Conduit Installation for Future Fiber (CP 71-
FIB-020). Public Works 
Andrew Witter, Public Works Department Head 
• Authorized final contract payment with Design Electric, Inc. in the 

amount of $8,887.00 for project #CP 71-FIB-020 for the Conduit 
Installation for Future Fiber. 

Contract with Amherst H. Wilder Foundation for Consulting Ser-
vices. Sheriff 
Joel Brott, County Sheriff 
• Approved a contract with Amherst H. Wilder Foundation for 

consulting services in connection with evaluation of the “Second 
Chance Act Addressing the Needs of Incarcerated Parents and Their 
Minor Children Grant,”. This contract shall not exceed $225,600 
and will be effective until September 30, 2023. 

5th and Final Extension of Supplementing Worker’s Compensa-
tion for a Sheriff’s Office Employee, due to Injury on Duty. Sheriff 
Joel Brott, County Sheriff
• Approved a fifth and final extension to supplement Worker’s Com-

pensation payments, up to June 30, 2021, contingent upon provision 
of additional medical information, for a Sheriff’s Office employee 
injured on duty, as recommended by the County Sheriff. Total ex-
penses not to exceed $3,997.00. 

Administrative Policy Regarding Ceremonial Proclamations & 
Resolutions. Administration 
Bruce Messelt, County Administrator 
• Approved the recommended Policy regarding administration and 

management of Ceremonial Proclamations, Resolutions, and re-
lated requests for proclamations and resolutions falling outside the 
County’s authority, oversight, or control. (On file.) 

Announcements 
• County Administrator Bruce Messelt reminded the Board of the 

upcoming NACo Legislative Conference in March, AMC Legisla-
tive Conference in February, and that there would be a vaccination 
update during the COVID-19 Update and County Response portion 
of the agenda. 

Open Forum 
No one was present. 
Regular Agenda 
Presentation on the Northwest Metro Mississippi River Crossing 
Feasibility Analysis. Public Works 
Andrew Witter, Public Works Department Head 
• Received information on, and an update regarding the Northwest 

Metro Mississippi River Crossing Feasibility Analysis. Area Coor-
dinator of the DOT Roads District Jennifer Wiltgen and Paul Morris 
of SRF Consulting Group presented on the Northwest Metro Mis-
sissippi River Crossing and highlighted the following items:
Background of Northwest River Crossing
Highway 101, 169, & 610
Congestion Analysis 

Appointment to the Sherburne County Board of Adjustment. 
Planning & Zoning 
Nancy Riddle, Planning & Zoning Administrator 
• Dolan/Burandt unanimous to approve appointment of Mr. David 

Anderson to the Board of Adjustment, for a Three- (3) Year Term. 
Term set to expire in 2024.  

2021 COVID-19 Business Relief Fund Program - Round #2. Ad-
ministration 
Dan Weber, Assistant County Administrator 
• Dolan/Fobbe unanimous to approve Resolution 020221-AD-2023 

modifying the 2021 COVID-19 Business Relief Fund Program that 
was established by Resolution 122920-AD-2011. (On file.) Fobbe/
Burandt unanimous to approve Resolution 020221-AD-2024 for the 
2021 COVID-19 Business Relief Fund program authorizing certain 
supplement grants. (On file.) The window for businesses to apply 
for this grant is February 3, 2021 through February 12, 2021. 

COVID-19 Update and County Response. Administration 
Bruce Messelt, County Administrator, Nicole Ruhoff, CHS Adminis-
trator, Amanda Larson, HHS Director
• HHS Director Amanda Larson provided the Board with a COVID-

19 update highlighting school trends, vaccination throughout the 
state and county and volunteer opportunities for the Commissioners 
at the vaccine clinics. CHS Administrator Nicole Ruhoff was pres-
ent for additional comments. County Administrator Bruce Messelt 
updated the Board on new implementations pertaining to in-person 
meetings for staff at the Government Center. 

Commissioner Correspondence, Committee Reports, Upcoming 
Meetings, Future Agenda Items 
Commissioner Fobbe - SUP Coalition, Empathy & Equity meet-
ing, Livonia Township meeting, Rum River 1 Watershed 1 Plan, 
AMC Futures meeting

Commissioner Burandt - MICA Annual meeting, Big Lake Joint 
Meeting, Steering Committee, Board of Adjustment Interviews, 
ESC meeting
Commissioner Dolan - Law Library meeting, CMRP Executives 
meeting, General CMRP meeting, Initiative Foundation and 
staff discuss strategic priorities, NGA Summit, AMC Business & 
Partner Development meeting, MICA Annual meeting,  Board of 
Adjustment Interviews, Broadband discussion, EDA, Planning 
Commission, NACo Tech & Telecommunications meeting
Commissioner Schmiesing - MICA Board of Directors, MICA An-
nual Meeting
Commissioner Danielowski - Interview with Patriot Newspaper, 
MICA Annual meeting, Big Lake Joint meeting, Broadband Dis-
cussion, CMRP, Executive Steering Meeting, EDA 
Adjourn Regular Meeting, Open Workshop 
Adjourn Workshop 
Commissioner Warrants
1/21/21 42,915.81 Human Service Fund
 60.00 Agency Collections
 42,975.81 Total
Commissioner Warrants 
12/31/20 2,000.00 Big Lake Comm Food Shelf
 726.33 Captivated LLC
 2,000.00 Community Aid Elk River    
(CAER)
 21,060.00 Franklin Outdoor Advertis   
ing
 543.00 Impact Publications Inc
 528.00 Lexis Nexis
 2,000.00 Liberty Elementary
 360.00 Mn Social Srv Assn
 350.00 Promise Neighborhood of    
Central MN
 4,739.00 Sherburne Co Community    
Corrections
 6,150.45 Sherburne County Auditor    
Treasurer
 2,519.03 23 Payments less than 300
 42,975.81 Total
Commissioner Warrants
1/15/21 447,433.94     General Revenue Fund
 103,676.86     Public Works Fund
 50.53      Human Service Fund
 716.80      County Ditch Fund
 1,843.59      Law Library Fund
 17,389.61      Jail Commissary Fund
 600.00      Forfeited Land Sale
 623.64      Sherco Regional Rail 
       Authority
 18,679.31      Justice Center Enterprise    
     Fund 
 685,694.14     Agency Collections
 1,276,708.42  Total
Commissioner Warrants BRG
1/15/21 162,697.00  General Revenue Fund
 162,697.00  Total
Manual Warrants
1/15/21 582.25 General Revenue Fund
 7,672.50 Agency Collections
 8,254.75 Total
Commissioner Warrants
1/22/21 238,763.75  General Revenue Fund
 137,813.30  Public Works Fund
 295.31   Law Library Fund
 76,339.01    Solid Waste Fund
 22,878.66    Jail Commissary Fund
 150.00   Forfeited Land Sale
 26,935.14   Justice Center Enterprise    
  Fund
 41,771.01   Agency Collections
 544,946.18  Total
Commissioner Warrants BRG
1/22/21 121,989.00  General Revenue Fund
 121,989.00  Total
Manual Warrants
1/22/21 723,117.78  Agency Collections
 723,117.78  Total
Commissioner Warrants Final Settlement
1/25/21 1,093.54   General Revenue Fund
 882.39   Metropolitan Transit Fund
 23,352.35   Hra & Ec Dev Fund
 49.42   Hospital District Collections
 38.69   Agency Collections
 131,062.49  School Districts Collections
 485,699.74  Towns & Cities Collections
 642,178.62  Total
Raeanne Danielowski, Chairperson                                   
Bruce Messelt, Administrator
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Sherburne County
WARRANTS FOR PUBLICATION

Warrants Approved On 1/22/2021 For Payment 1/22/2021
Vendor Name    Amount
American Legion Post 112   5,000.00
Blue Egg Bakery    10,000.00
Blue Sky Hospitality    4,522.00
Cameorose Country Retreat   4,749.00
CrossFit Elk River Inc   3,678.00
Deirdre Maia Taylor Inc   5,000.00
Elk River Tae Kwon Do Inc   5,000.00
Elk River Travel Corp   5,000.00
Great Nails MN Inc    10,000.00
Kinitski’s LLC    10,000.00
New Hong Kong Buffet   5,000.00
Noor Rapids LLC    5,000.00
Olde Main Eatery    10,000.00
Paragon Store Fixtures   10,000.00
Racks Inc     10,000.00
Ridgewood Bay Resort Inc   9,040.00
The Third Rail Bar & Grill   10,000.00
Final Total:    121,989.00
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Sherburne County
WARRANTS FOR PUBLICATION

Warrants Approved On 1/22/2021 For Payment 1/22/2021
Vendor Name     Amount
AP Midwest LLC     4,450.00
Assn of Minnesota Counties (AMC)  3,442.00
Avtex Solutions LLC     12,109.50
Bureau Of Criminal Apprehension   9,130.00
Cargill Inc     77,945.74
City of Elk River     25,817.70
City Of St Cloud     2,322.00
City Of Zimmerman     34,426.00
Collaborative Planning Group, LLC   2,000.00
Don Humphreys & Double H Services   15,500.00
HDR Engineering Inc.    8,079.82
Health Partners - Group Health Inc   23,717.82
Julie Kalahar     10,900.00
Keefe Supply Company    6,106.28
Mansfield Oil Co of Gainesville, Inc   18,135.45
Maxima Supply     2,016.04
MCCC LOCKBOX     7,585.25
MCIT      39,487.06
Motorola Solutions Inc    85,138.58
Securus Technologies     8,182.52
Sherburne Co Swcd     5,000.00
SRF Consulting Group Inc    14,963.44
Summit Food Service, LLC    30,155.17
TAPCO      6,252.82
The Hartford     41,771.01
US Bank Voyager Fleet Systems    3,090.76
Windstream     3,239.01
Xcel Energy     4,446.36
71 Payments less than 2000    39,535.85
Final Total:     544,946.18
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Sherburne County
WARRANTS FOR PUBLICATION

Warrants Approved On 1/15/2021 For Payment 1/15/2021
Vendor Name    Amount
Assn of Minnesota Counties (AMC)  2,095.00
City Of St Cloud    21,525.25
Cordico Inc    30,000.00
Fidelity Security Life    2,221.62
Food Express Usa    2,179.92
Hoisington Koegler Group Inc   12,307.06
Integrated Loss Control Inc   6,750.00
Jeddeloh & Snyder Pa, Attnys At Law  4,131.00
Keefe Supply Company   7,105.08
LETS Corporation    2,588.00
Mcis     31,244.00
MCIT     2,500.00
Medica     683,240.52
Minnesota Monitoring Inc   6,439.00
Mn Dept Of Revenue    60,081.98
Morries Parts And Service Inc   2,425.67
Onsolve, LLC    16,200.00
Plaisted Companies Inc   3,145.52
Sanity Solutions Inc    21,334.06
Securus Technologies    7,480.61
Sherburne Co Agriculture Soc   8,287.50
Sherburne Co Historical Society   43,900.00
Sherburne Co Swcd    79,733.50
SHI International Corp   5,581.44
Split Rock Management Inc   6,450.00
Summit Food Service, LLC   15,379.70
Thomson reuters- West- Payment Center  2,876.15
Tri Co Humane Society   4,800.00
Videotronix Inc    6,517.57
Washington County    37,366.00
WSB &amp; Associates Inc   93,104.50
92 Payments less than 2000   47,717.77
Final Total:    1,276,708.42
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Sherburne County
WARRANTS FOR PUBLICATION

Warrants Approved For Payment 1/14/2021
Vendor Name     Amount
OBO Amazon     7,413.47
OBO CDW Government    35,733.04
OBO Dacotah Paper     2,472.91
OBO ECM Publishers    3,574.00
OBO Innovative     3,447.00
OBO Micro- tel     3,028.00
56 Payments less than 2000    13,975.91
Final Total:     69,644.33
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Sherburne County
WARRANTS FOR PUBLICATION

Warrants Approved For Payment 1/19/2021
Vendor Name     Amount
Mn Dept Of Revenue     717,047.89
5 Payments less than 2000    6,069.89
Final Total:     723,117.78
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Sherburne County
WARRANTS FOR PUBLICATION

Warrants Approved On 1/25/2021 For Payment 1/25/2021
Vendor Name    Amount
City Of Princeton    3,937.34
City Of St Cloud    25,769.67
City Of Zimmerman    41,090.87
Economic Development Of Elk River  14,398.54
Housing &amp; Development Auth  6,691.93
Treas Baldwin Township   39,840.84
Treas Becker Township   66,828.52
Treas Big Lake Township   43,620.36
Treas Blue Hill Township   10,273.94
Treas City Of Big Lake   82,265.26
Treas City Of Clear Lake   5,299.08
Treas Clear Lake Township   34,227.33
Treas Haven Township   29,250.07
Treas Ind School Dist    477 107,672.22
Treas Livonia Township   35,230.07
Treas Orrock Township   20,694.94
Treas Palmer Township   29,462.86
Treas Santiago Township   17,755.58
Treas,Ind School Dist 51   11,202.97
Treas,Ind School Dist 882   12,187.30
9 Payments less than 2000   4,478.93
Final Total:    642,178.62
Published in the Patriot: (02/20/21)



By Mary Nehring, Contributing Writer

Judy Larsén has been 
interested in natural health 
remedies as long as she can 
remember. 

Twenty five years ago, 
Judy was struggling with 
health issues and found 
herself caught up in a cycle 
of going to the doctor, get-
ting medications and deal-
ing with many side effects 
caused by the medications 
she was taking. 

Out of desperation, 
Judy started searching for 
alternative ways to help her 
body heal naturally.

 “As a re-
sult of learning 
and trying some 
natural options, I 
became healthier 
and stronger and 
had a deep desire 
to try to help others 
get healthier”, said 
Judy. 

“I learned that 
one of the keys to 
being healthy is sup-
porting the immune 
system, which most 
people are agreeing 
with during COVID-
19.”

During her road 
to recovery, Judy  dis-
covered many options 
that  improved her health. 
Some of the things that 
helped Judy include: re-
flexology, acupuncture, 
chiropractor, excellent nu-
trition, ample deep sleep, 
managing stress,  laughing 
often, balancing the elec-
trical energy in the body, 
spending time outside and 
with family and friends, en-
couraging others, and being 
aware of one’s  emotions.

 She considers doing a 
detox/cleanse as a way to 
help one get healthier.

 “I feel it is very im-
portant to be thankful and 
that emotions, and an atti-
tude of gratitude every day 
seems to top the list (even 
though other things also 
play a big role) in being 
healthy, as well”, Judy 
shared.

Judy says she has 

found (as well as many 
other family and friends), 
that the “Zinzino Health 
Protocol” is an easy and 
effective way to support 
the immune system and 

make sure that one’s body 
is working optimally. It 
involves balancing the 
Omega 6’s and Omega 3’s 
and is test proven, balanc-
ing the good bacteria and 
etc. in the gut and a vita-
min/mineral supplement.

Everyone’s intricate 
and amazing bodies can 
heal and function well if 
given what they need.

Judy mentioned a cou-
ple of Bible verses that 
come to mind when dis-
cussing health:

“We are fearfully and 
wonderfully made.” Psalm 
139:14; We are expected to 
take care of our bodies. 1 
Corinthians 6:19-20.

When one loves one-
self, one does all that one 
can to be healthy!

Judy reminds all that 
good health is a gift. Un-
fortunately, people do 
not always appreciate 
good health until  expe-
riencing health issues, 
like she did. 

If one wants to be 
proactive with one’s 
health, start investing 
in one’s health today. 
It will pay off! 
Health adds life to 
years and helps one 
live out one’s bio-
logical potential.

“My passion is 
helping others get health-
ier!”, Judy shared. 

For a free consul-
tation, contact Judy at 
612-219-5437 or email: 
judylarsen78@gmail.com.

By Penny Leuthard, 
Contributing Writer

Natural medicine is be-
coming more mainstream 
every year, with even most 
traditional medical practi-
tioners now recognizing it. 
Holistic health is one of the 
fastest growing forms of 
natural medicine; it looks 
to ‘whole life’ heath, ad-
dressing the full range of 
a person’s physical, emo-
tional, spiritual, and envi-
ronmental influences, and 
employing therapies that 
extend beyond traditional 
medical practices. 

For those interested 
in the benefits of holis-
tic health, a new business 
has recently opened up in 
Clearwater called Root of 
Wellness, LLC.

Root of Wellness is 
owned and operated by Lori 
Johnson, a local health pro-
fessional who worked as an 
occupational therapist for 
20 years. She first became 
interested in holistic health 
in 2000, when she started 
as a distributer for Young 
Living Essentials Oil and 
began learning about the 
health benefits of aroma-
therapy.

She continued to learn 
more about natural health, 
and in 2018 went back to 
school for two years to 
become a certified holis-
tic health practitioner and 
board-certified traditional 
naturopath. 

Naturopaths don’t di-
agnose, prescribe, or cure 
diseases. Instead, they 
search for the root cause of 
a person’s poor health and 
use natural means to help 
them achieve better overall 
health and wellness. 

“When you come into 
Root of Wellness, we start 
with a health consultation,” 
said Johnson. “I’ll do var-

ious assessments to deter-
mine where your health is, 
and we’ll sit down and talk 
about your current health 
concerns.”

Treatments are tailored 
to the individual, so after-
ward Johnson may suggest 
natural supplements, natu-
ral oils, lifestyle changes, 
or other treatments. 

“Our goal is to look at 
what is going on with the 
person and what is caus-
ing it,” she said. “The root 
causes, which is where the 
name of the business came 
from. We want to balance 
everything so the person 
can be healthier and feel 
better rather than just mask-
ing symptoms.”

Johnson offers select 
hands-on treatments at 
Root of Wellness, includ-
ing ionic foot detox, Xtract 
and Raindrop techniques, 
and Zyto readings and rec-
ommendations. She also 
provides carefully chosen 
natural products for sale on 
site and through her web-
site, rootofwellnessmn.com.

Along with Young Liv-
ing Essential Oils, Root of 

Wellness offers Nutritional 
Frontiers and Life Vantage 
supplements to help bring 
its clients closer to better 
overall health and wellness. 
Most products are available 
for purchase on site, others 
can be ordered and picked 
up at the office. Product 
links are also provided on 
the website so clients can 
place orders for themselves.

Once pandemic re-
strictions are lifted, John-
son’s goal is to offer 
monthly get-togethers 
that will focus on differ-
ent wellness topics, such 
as natural facials, oils, 
and how to perform acu-
pressure.

“This is original 
healthcare,” she said. 
“It’s what God gave 
us to be healthy.”

Root of Well-
ness is located in 
Clearwater’s his-
toric downtown at 
445 Main Street. 
For more informa-
tion or to request 
an appointment, call 
320-558-1108 or visit 
rootofwellnessmn.com. 
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As we transition 
from 2020 into 
2021, the COVID-
19 pandemic con-

tinues to affect nearly every 
aspect of our lives. For many, 
this health crisis has created a 
range of unique and individ-
ual impacts—including food 
access issues, income disrup-
tions, and emotional distress.

Although we do not have 
concrete evidence regarding 
specific dietary factors that can
reduce risk of COVID-19, we 
do know that maintaining a 
healthy lifestyle is critical to 
keeping our immune system 
strong. Beyond immunity, 
research has shown that in-
dividuals following five key 
habits—eating a healthy diet, 
exercising regularly, keeping 
a healthy body weight, not 
drinking too much alcohol, 
and not smoking—live more 
than a decade longer than 
those who don’t. 

Plus, maintaining these 
practices may not only help 

us live longer, but also better. 
Adults following these five 
key habits at middle-age were 
found to live more years free 
of chronic diseases including 
type 2 diabetes, cardiovascular 
disease, and cancer.

While sticking to healthy 
habits is often easier said than 
done, we created this guide 
with the goal of providing 
some tips and strategies that 
may help. During these par-
ticularly uncertain times, we 
invite you to do what you can 
to maintain a healthy lifestyle, 
and hopefully (if you’re able to 
try out a new natural recipes or 
exercise, or pick up a fulfilling 
hobby) find some enjoyment 
along the way.

8 Tips To Help Support 
A Healthy Immune System

• Eat a healthy and bal-
anced diet;

• If a balanced diet is not 
readily accessible, consider 
taking a multivitamin con-
taining the RDA for several 
nutrients; 

• Limit alcohol;
• Don’t smoke (or stop 

smoking if you do);
• Perform moderate regu-

lar exercise;
• Aim for 7-9 hours of 

sleep every night;
• Although easier said 

than done, aim to manage 
stress;

• Wash your hands 
throughout the day.

Terms of Use: the contents 
of this guide are for educational 
purposes and are not intended 
to offer personal medical advice. 
One should seek the advice of 
one’s physician or other qualified 
health provider with any questions 
one may have regarding a medical 
condition.

Never disregard professional 
medical advice or delay in seeking 
it because of something one has 
read in this guide or on the Pa-
triot website. The Patriot does not 
necessarily recommend or endorse 
any products advertised here.

Health&Wellness Guide for 2021

We strive to inform and empower our patients to live a 
healthy, well-balanced life. Our women’s health services 
range from prevention, obstetrics and infertility care to 
breast health, abnormal periods, menopause and more.

Located in Albertville, Buffalo and Monticello, Stellis Health 
cares for women of all ages through all stages of life. To 
learn more, go to stellishealth.com or call 763.271.3800.

 We specialize in you.

Complete Women’s Healthcare
Family Medicine, Nurse Midwives & OB/GYN

Get Back to the Top

SPINE 
CARE
We know life is meant to be 
actively enjoyed. That’s why we’re 
so dedicated to helping you move 
with ease once again. For expert 
treatment options from people 
who truly care, ask for St. Cloud 
Orthopedics.

3315 Roosevelt Rd. 
St. Cloud, MN 56301

1901 Connecticut Ave S.
Sartell, MN 56377

320-259-4100       
StCloudOrthopedics.com

Ask for

Traditional Naturopath 
& Health Consultant

Lori Johnson 
M.Ed. OTR/L, CHHP 

445 Main St., Clearwater, MN
320-558-1108

www.rootofwellnessmn.com

Do you want a 
natural option 
to help you be 

healthier?

Contact Judy @ 

612.219.8648
judylarsen78@gmail.com

Call for a FREE consultation. 
612-219-4200. 
Ancestralroots29@gmail.com

Locally owned & operated.
Many products made in-house!

Heal your body naturally
Bach Flower Remedies * Bio mat * Digestive bitters • Elderberry syrup

Herbal teas • Tinctures * Salves
• 5 elements basic body function • Medicinal Mushrooms  • SOQI bed • Hothouse

Ancestral 
Roots 

by Ronnie

Care Medical Supply, Inc.
Home Health Equipment & Supplies

• Lift Chairs • Hospital Beds 
• Wheelchairs • Crutches • Canes 
• Bathroom Aids/Safety 
• Incontinence Supplies 
• Diapers, Pull Ups, Pads & Chux 
• Ostomy Supplies
• Compression Stockings
1000 S. Benton Dr. Suite 418, Sauk Rapids

(Across from Great Northern Freight)
320-251-8261

1-800-638-7135

Delivery 
Available

http://megshealinghaven.now.site
Call 763-221-2414 for appts. or questions

megshealinghaven@gmail.com
SERVICES
• Intuitive Massage
• Reiki
• Sound Therapy
• Light Language
• Ionic Detox Footbath
• Aromatherapy
• Infrared Sauna
• Bio-Electro-Magnetic-Energy-Regulation (BEMER)

VIRTUAL SERVICES
• Sound Therapy
• Light Language
• Reiki

BEMER 
device 

available for 
purchase

0% THC • Organic • Pharmaceutical Grade

Off Jefferson Blvd & Hwy 10 in Big Lake

Arthritis Pain • Stress • Anxiety
Oils • Creams • Gummies • Bath Bombs

ProFusion 
CBD + WELLNESS

Expert Advice & 
Recommendations

Arthritis Pain • Stress • Anxiety
Oils • Creams • Gummies • Bath Bombs

0% THC • Organic • Pharmaceutical Grade 763.207.8489
441 Jefferson Blvd., Big Lake

Expert Advice & 
Recommendations

“Beckers” Beauty by the Lake
Hair Salon

Salon Services by Appointment Only
Look good, feel better!

$25 Shampoo, Scalp Massage/Hairstyle 
(Save $10)

Call Lindsay at 763-516-5177
beckersbeautybythelake@gmail.com

23164 190th St. NW, Big Lake

Big Lake

16991 198th Ave NW, Big Lake, MN 55309 
763-263-6350 | parkdental.com

Morning and evening hours
Doctor-owned, locally loved

FAMILY & COSMETIC DENTISTRY
290 Eagle Lake Road N., Big Lake

763-263-3262 • www.corneroaksdental.com

“Your smile is our top priority.”

Dr. Reed Dill
&

Dr. Peter Kuefler  

Painting and Art Classes 
that can travel to you!

Yoga Classes
In Person – Class Locations Vary

Zoom Yoga – See Facebook for Dates
www.createandconnectstudio.com

www.facebook.com/createandconnectstudio

Check Facebook or webside for 
schedule and to register.

LORI JOHNSON, health consul-
tant and owner of Root of Wellness. 
(Photo by Mary Nehring)

Investing in your health may 
ensure a better tomorrow

JUDY LARSÉN, health consul-
tant. (Photo by Mary Nehring)

By Mary Nehring, Contributing Writer

Becker resident  Ron-
nie Hansmann is very in-
terested in natural health 
remedies. 

Ronnie was diagnosed 
with a devastating, life 
threatening illness in 2011 
that turned her world upside 
down. Ronnie’s world was 
spinning out of control and 
her mission became to iden-
tify what she did have con-
trol over in her life. Ronnie 
shared these thoughts that 
went through her mind after 
being diagnosed with a life 
threatening illness.

“What will allow me 
to live a longer life? I was 
willing to do whatever it 
took that made sense to me 
and would prolong my life. 
So I dug into researching 
anything that showed up in 
my path. 

This was how I turned 
that negative time in my life 
into motivation to help not 
only myself, but any one 
wanting better health.”

This is where her inter-
est began with understand-
ing chronic illness. The 
first step was completely 
by chance.  

Ronnie had a girlfriend 
that had shared details with 
her about a product that 
could change and improve 
her health.

“I didn’t turn a blind 
eye to any suggestion any-
one gave me”, she said.

Ronnie had researched 
and concluded she  would 
give medicinal mushrooms 
a try.

Ronnie says the enor-
mous, positive changes that 
happened in her body con-
firmed that she was on the 
right track. She researched 
how she could make herself 
healthier from the inside 

out and started taking me-
dicinal mushrooms, which 
restored her health. This led 
the way for Ronnie to look 
into other natural herbal 
remedies for basic family 
living.

It opened up a whole 
new interest in her life. 
Ronnie now spends alot 
of time foraging common 
herbs and weeds in the 
spring and summer. She 
makes herbal remedies, 
including: digestive bit-
ters, herbal teas, tinctures, 
salves, and syrups that im-
prove overall health. 

“I have a special pas-
sion using Bach flower 
remedies to help remove 
trauma,” she said.

The knowledge she has 
gained has helped many 
ailments for her family, 
friends and aquaintances.

Hansmann also has 
several other natural reme-
dies for sale to help boost 
one’s immune systems. 
For example: Bach Flower 
remedies , digestive bitters 
(to improve gut health), el-
derberry syrup, herbal teas, 
tinctures, salves and more. 
Ronnie makes many of the 
products in her home. 

In addition to the sup-
plements, Ronnie also has 
several wellness machines, 
including Bio Mat, SOQI 
bed and hothouse (infrared 
technology). 

Ronnies’ goal is to 
look at people’s symptoms 
and find the root cause of 
the illness and  move for-
ward with a treatment plan.

Ronnie is always 
willing to share her time, 
knowledge and products for 
people who might be on a 
similar journey. 

Ronnie’s life threaten-
ing illness happened almost 
10 years ago and she says 

she has never felt better. 
If you want to visit 

with Ronnie about medic-
inal mushrooms or natural 
remedies, call  612-219-
4200 or  email Ancestral-
roots29@gmail.com

If you do not make 
time for your wellness, you 
will be forced to make time 
for your illness. 

Journey to Wellness

RONNIE HANSMANN, health con-
sultant and owner of Ancestral Roots. 
(Photo by Mary Nehring)

The groundwork for all happiness is good 
health. — Leigh Hunt
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For holistic health, visit Root of Wellness



Probates
STATE OF MINNESOTA

DISTRICT COURT 
COUNTY OF SHERBURNE

TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
Court File No.: 71-PR-20- 174
In Re: Estate of
Thomas Van Vickle
Decedent.

NOTICE OF INFORMAL 
APPOINTMENT OF PER-
SONAL REPRESENTATIVE 
AND NOTICE TO CREDI-
TORS (INTESTATE)

Notice is given that an Appli-
cation for Informal Appointment 
of Personal Representative was 
filed with the Registrar. No Will 
has been presented for probate. 
The Registrar accepted the appli-
cation and appointed Steven Van 
Vickle, whose address is 4280 
45th AV SE, St. Cloud MN 56304, 
to serve as the personal representa-
tive of the Decedent’s estate.

Any heir or other interested 
person may be entitled to appoint-
ment as personal representative or 
may object to the appointment of 
the personal representative. Any 
objection to the appointment of 
the personal representative must 
be filed with the Court, and any 
properly filed objection will be 
heard by the Court after notice is 
provided to interested persons of 
the date of hearing on the objec-
tion.

Unless objections are filed, 
and unless the Court orders other-
wise, the personal representative 
has the full power to administer 
the estate, including, after thirty 
(30) days from the issuance of let-
ters of general administration, the 
power to sell, encumber, lease, or 
distribute any interest in real estate 
owned by the Decedent.

Notice is further given that, 
subject to Minn. Stat. § 524.3-
801, all creditors having claims 
against the Decedent’s estate are 
required to present the claims to 
the personal representative or to 
the Court within four (4) months 
after the date of this notice or the 
claims will be barred.
Dated: 1/29/2021
/s/ Patricia A. Kura
Registrar
Sam V. Calvert MN ID#1431X
1011 2nd St N Ste 107
St. Cloud MN 56303
320-252-4473
calcloud@gmail.com
ATTORNEY FOR PETITIONER
(Published in the Patriot: 
02/13/21; 02/20/21). 
___________________________

STATE OF MINNESOTA IN 
DISTRICT COURT

TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
COUNTY OF SHERBURNE 

PROBATE DIVISION

In Re: Estate of LeRoy John An-
derson, Deceased.
Court File No. 71-pr-21-22
ORDER AND NOTICE OF 
HEARING ON PETITION FOR 
FORMAL ADJUDICATION OF 
INTESTACY,
DETERMINATION OF HEIR-
SHIP AND APPOINTMENT OF 
PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE 
IN UNSUPERVISED ADMINIS-
TRATION AND NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS TO ALL INTER-
ESTED PERSONS AND CRED-
ITORS:
It is Ordered and Notice is hereby 
given that on the 25TH day of 
MARCH, 2021, at 3:50 a/p.m., a 
hearing will be held in the above 
named Court at Elk River, Min-
nesota, on petition of Jennifer 
McLaird for the adjudication of 
intestacy and determination of 
heirship of the above named dece-
dent, and for the appointment of 
Jennifer McLaird whose address is 
709 2nd Avenue South, Sauk Rap-
ids, Minnesota 56379, as personal 
representative of the estate of the 
above named decedent in unsuper-
vised administration, and that any 
objections thereto must be filed 
with the Court. That, if proper, and 
no objections are filed, a personal 
representative will be appointed to 
administer the estate, to collect all 
assets, pay all legal debts, claims, 
taxes and expenses, and sell real 
and personal property, and do all 
necessary acts for the estate.
Notice is further given that ALL 
CREDITORS having claims 
against said estate are required to 
present the same to said personal 
representative or to the Court Ad-
ministrator within four months 
after the date of this notice or said 
claims will be barred.
Dated: 2/5/2021 By
/s/ DeVilbissHendry, Gina 
(Sherburne Court Administration)
Court Administrator DEPUTY
Joseph S. Mayers
Attorney No. 0295747
KELM & REUTER, P.A.
1287 2nd Street North, Suite 101
Sauk Rapids, MN 56379
(320) 251-1423
kelmreuter@kelmreuter.com
Published in the Patriot: 
(02/20/21; 02/27/21).
___________________________

STATE OF MINNESOTA DIS-
TRICT COURT

COUNTY OF SHERBURNE 
TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

PROBATE DIVISION
Estate of: Court File 
No. 71-PR-20-156

Kevin Edward Glynn, Decedent 
NOTICE OF INFORMAL PRO-

BATE AND APPOINTMENT 
OF PERSONAL REPRESENTA-
TIVE AND NOTICE TO CRED-

ITORS
TO ALL INTERESTED PER-
SONS AND CREDITORS:
Notice is hereby given, that an ap-
plication for informal probate of 
the above named decedent’s estate 
has been filed with the Registrar 
herein, and the application has 
been granted informally probating 
without a will. Any objections may 
be filed in the above, and the same 
will be heard by the Court upon 

notice of hearing fixed for such 
purpose.
Notice is hereby further given that 
informal appointment of Bryan 
Glynn, 3634 226TH Av. NW, St. 
Francis, MN 55070 as personal 
representative of the estate of the 
above named decedent, has been 
made. Any heir, devisee or other 
interested person may be entitled 
to appointment as personal rep-
resentative or any object to the 
appointment of the personal rep-
resentative and the personal rep-
resentative is empowered to fully 
administer the estate including, 
after 30 days from the date of is-
suance of letters, the power to sell, 
encumber, lease or distribute real 
estate, unless objections thereto 
are filed with the Court (pursu-
ant to Section 524.3-607) and the 
Court otherwise orders.
Notice is further given that ALL 
CREDITORS having claims 
against said estate are required to 
present the same to said personal 
representative or to the District 
Court Administrator within four 
months after the date of this notice 
or said claims will be barred.
Dated: 02/12/21
/s/ Kuka, Patricia (Sherburne 
Court Administrator)
Probate Registrar
Scott A. Becker Esq., for
Benefits & Business Law Advi-
sors, PLLC
4660 Slater Road, Ste. 146
Eagan, MN 55122
Published in the Patriot: 
(02/20/21)
__________________________

Office of the Minnesota 
Secretary of State

Certificate of Assumed Name
Minnesota Statutes, 

Chapter 333
The filing of an assumed 

name does not provide a user with 
exclusive rights to that name. The 
filing is required for consumer 
protection in order to enable cus-
tomers to be able to identify the 
true owner of a business.
ASSUMED NAME: Bowermas-
ter & Associates Insurance Ser-
vices
PRINCIPAL PLACE OF BUSI-
NESS: 501 Office Center Dr. 
Suite 215 Fort Washington PA 
19034 USA
NAMEHOLDER(S):
Name:  
Patriot Growth Insurance Ser-
vices, LLC
Address: 501 Office Center Dr. 
Suite 215 Fort Washington PA 
19034 USA

By typing my name, I, the un-
dersigned, certify that I am sign-
ing this document as the person 
whose signature is required, or 
as agent of the person(s) whose 
signature would be required who 
has authorized me to sign this 
document on his/her behalf, or in 
both capacities. I further certify 
that I have completed all required 
fields, and that the information in 
this document is true and correct 
and in compliance with the appli-
cable chapter of Minnesota Stat-
utes. I understand that by signing 
this document I am subject to the 
penalties of perjury as set forth in 
Section 609.48 as if I had signed 
this document under oath.
SIGNED BY: Ian Larson
MAILING ADDRESS: 501 Office 
Center Dr. Suite 215 Fort Wash-
ington PA 19034 USA
EMAIL FOR OFFICIAL NO-
TICES: nschreier@accelcompli-
ance.com
Work Item 1201675000020
Original  Fi le  Number 
1201675000020
STATE OF MINNESOTA OF-
FICE OF THE SECRETARY OF 
STATE
FILED
12/18/2020 11:59 PM
/s/ Steve Simon 
Secretary of State
(Published in the Patriot: 
02/13/21; 02/20/21).
___________________________

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

Date: November 5, 2020
YOU ARE NOTIFIED THAT:
1. Default has occurred in the 

conditions of that certain 
mortgage that was executed 
by and among Elizabeth 
Nelson and Chad Nelson, 
as mortgagors, and Granite 
Community Bank, as mort-
gagee, which mortgage is 
dated May 15, 2019 and 
was recorded on May 16, 
2019, as document number 
871974, with the Office of 
the County Recorder in and 
for Sherburne County, Min-
nesota.

2. The mortgage has been as-
signed as follows: n/a  

3. The original principal 
amount secured by the mort-
gage was: $138,400.00.

4. No action or proceeding at 
law is now pending to re-
cover the debt secured by 
the mortgage, or any part 
thereof.

5. The holder of the mortgage 
has complied with all con-
ditions precedent to acceler-
ation of the debt secured by 
the mortgage and foreclosure 
of the mortgage and all no-
tice and other requirements 
of applicable statutes.  

6. As of the date of this notice, 
the amount due on the mort-
gage, and taxes, if any, paid 
by the holder of the mort-
gage is: $141,269.46.

7. Pursuant to the power of 
sale in the mortgage, the 
mortgage will be foreclosed 
on the land described as fol-
lows:

Lot 7, Block 2, Parkside, 
Sherburne County, Minnesota

Street Address: 7633 Church 
Street, Clear Lake, Minnesota 

55319
Tax Parcel Identification Number: 

70-415-0235
and will be sold by the Sheriff of 
Sherburne County, Minnesota at 
public auction on Thursday, De-
cember 31, 2020, at 10:00 o’clock 
a.m., at the Office of the Sherburne 
County Sheriff, Sherburne County 
Government Center, 13880 Busi-
ness Center Drive NW, Elk River, 
Minnesota 55330.  
8. The time allowed by law for 

redemption of mortgagors or 
mortgagors’ personal  
representatives or assigns is 
six (6) months after the date 
of sale.  

9. The date on or before which 
the mortgagors must vacate 
the property if the mortgage 
is not reinstated under Minn. 
Stat. § 580.30 or the property 
is not redeemed under Minn. 
Stat. § 580.23 is July 1, 2021 
at 11:59 p.m.  If the forego-
ing date is a Saturday, Sun-
day, or legal holiday, then 
the date to vacate is the next 
business day at 11:59 p.m. 

10. THE TIME ALLOWED BY 
LAW FOR REDEMPTION 
BY THE MORTGAGORS 
OR THE MORTGAGORS’ 
PERSONAL REPRESEN-
TATIVES OR ASSIGNS 
MAY BE REDUCED TO 
FIVE WEEKS IF A JU-
DICIAL ORDER IS EN-
TERED UNDER MINN. 
STAT. § 582.032 DETER-
MINING, AMONG OTHER 
THINGS, THAT THE 
MORTGAGED PREMISES 
ARE IMPROVED WITH A 
RESIDENTIAL DWELL-
ING OF LESS THAN FIVE 
UNITS, ARE NOT PROP-
ERTY USED IN AGRICUL-
TURAL PRODUCTION, 
AND ARE ABANDONED.  

THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO 
COLLECT A DEBT, AND ANY 
INFORMATION OBTAINED 
WILL BE USED FOR THAT 
PURPOSE.
Granite Community Bank, Mort-
gagee 
LATHROP GPM LLP
By:  /s/ Andrew J. Steil 
Andrew J. Steil #387048
1010 West St. Germain Street
Suite 500
St. Cloud, MN 56301
 (320) 252-4414
Attorneys for Granite Community 
Bank  

NOTICE OF POSTPONE-
MENT OF THE 

ABOVE-REFERENCED
MORTGAGE FORECLO-

SURE SALE
Date: December 28, 2020

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that the above-referenced 
mortgage foreclosure sale that 
was to have taken place on Thurs-
day, December 31, 2020, at 10:00 
o’clock a.m., at the Office of the 
Sherburne County Sheriff, Sher-
burne County Government Cen-
ter, 13880 Business Center Drive 
NW, Elk River, Minnesota 55330, 
has been postponed and is now 
scheduled to take place on Thurs-
day, February 25, 2021, at 10:00 
o’clock a.m., at the at the Office 
of the Sherburne County Sheriff, 
Sherburne County Government 
Center, 13880 Business Center 
Drive NW, Elk River, Minnesota 
55330. 

The real property to be fore-
closed on is legally described as 
follows:

Lot 7, Block 2, Parkside, 
Sherburne County, Minnesota

and has the following street ad-
dress and tax-parcel identification 
number:

Street Address: 7633 Church 
Street, Clear Lake, Minnesota 

55319
Tax Parcel Identification Number: 

70-415-0235
If the sale is not further post-

poned, the mortgage is not rein-
stated under Minn. Stat. § 580.30, 
or the property is not redeemed 
under Minn. Stat. § 580.23, the 
date on or before which the mort-
gag-ors or the mortgagors’ per-
sonal representatives or assigns 
must vacate the property is August 
25, 2021, at 11:59 p.m.  If the fore-
going date is a Saturday, Sunday, 
or legal holiday, then the date to 
vacate is the next business day at 
11:59 p.m.
Granite Community Bank, Mort-
gagee 
LATHROP GPM LLP
By: /s/ Andrew J. Steil
Andrew J. Steil #387048
1010 West St. Germain Street
Suite 500
St. Cloud, MN 56301
(320) 252-4414
Attorneys for Granite Community 
Bank

NOTICE OF POSTPONE-
MENT OF THE ABOVE-REF-

ERENCED
MORTGAGE FORECLO-

SURE SALE
Date: February 17, 2021

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that the above-referenced 
mortgage foreclosure sale that 
was to have taken place on Thurs-
day, February 25, 2021, at 10:00 
o’clock a.m., at the Office of the 
Sherburne County Sheriff, Sher-
burne County Government Center, 
13880 Business Center Drive
NW, Elk River, Minnesota 
55330, has been postponed and 
is now scheduled to take place on 
Thursday, April 8, 2021, at 10:00 
o’clock a.m., at the at the Office of 
the Sherburne County
Sheriff, Sherburne County Gov-
ernment Center, 13880 Business 
Center Drive NW, Elk River,
Minnesota 55330.

The real property to be fore-
closed on is legally described as 
follows: Lot 7, Block 2, Parkside, 
Sherburne County, Minnesota
and has the following street ad-
dress and tax-parcel identification 
number:
Street Address: 7633 Church 

Street, Clear Lake, Minnesota 
55319
Tax Parcel Identification Number: 
70-415-0235

If the sale is not further post-
poned, the mortgage is not rein-
stated under Minn. Stat. § 580.30, 
or the property is not redeemed 
under Minn. Stat. § 580.23, the 
date on or before which the mort-
gagors or the mortgagors’ personal 
representatives or assigns must 
vacate the property is October 8, 
2021, at 11:59 p.m. If the fore-
going date is a Saturday, Sunday, 
or legal holiday, then the date to 
vacate is the next business day at 
11:59 p.m.
Granite Community Bank, Mort-
gagee
LATHROP GPM LLP
By: /s/ Andrew J. Steil
Andrew J. Steil #387048
1010 West St. Germain Street
Suite 500
St. Cloud, MN 56301
(320) 252-4414
Attorneys for Granite Community 
Bank
Published in the Patriot: 
(02/20/21)
___________________________
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Township Notices

CLEAR LAKE TOWNSHIP
BOARD OF AUDIT

The Board of Supervisors of Clear Lake Township will hold 
the annual Board of Audit meeting on Tuesday, February 24th, 2021 
at 9:00 A.M. at the Clear Lake Township Hall, 7938 116th St. SE, 
Clear Lake, MN to conduct the Annual Audit, plan fiscal recommen-
dations for the 2021 Annual Meeting, and set the budget for 2022.
/s/ Peggy Berger, Clerk
(Published in the Patriot: 02/13/21; 02/20/21).

NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING
Notice is hereby given to the qualified voters of the Town of Orrock, 
County of Sherburne, State of Minnesota, the Annual Town Meeting 
will be held on Tuesday, March 9, 2021 7:00 PM at the Orrock Town 
Hall, 26401 – 180th St. NW, Big Lake, MN 55309 and online via 
Webex. In case of severe weather, which warrants the closing of 
schools in Big Lake, the meeting may be postponed until Tuesday, 
March 16, 2021 at 7:00 PM.
/s/ Chris Weber
Orrock Township Clerk
(Published in the Patriot: 2/20/2021 and 2/27/2021)

PUBLIC NOTICE
CLEARWATER TOWNSHIP

ANNUAL MEETING
MARCH 9, 2021

Notice is hereby given to the qualified votes of Clearwater Town-
ship, county of Wright, State of Minnesota that the Annual Meeting 
for the Clearwater Township will be held on March 9, 2021 at 7:30 
p.m. at the town hall located at 15015 State Hwy 24, Clearwater 
MN or online via Zoom. Zoom notice to be on township website one 
week prior to meeting (clearwatertownship.org) In case of inclement 
weather, the meeting will be held on March 16, 2021.
The town board of supervisors intends to ask the township electors 
to recess the meeting until a later day, so that the township can try 
to conduct the annual meeting fully in-person later this year, when 
conditions related to COVID-19 may have improved.
/s/ Jean M Just, Clerk
Clearwater Township
Published in the Patriot: (02/20/21; 02/27/21).

NOTICE OF INTENT TO CONSIDER AN APPLICATION 
FOR A FRANCHISE

Clearwater Township, Minnesota
Clearwater Township, Minnesota requests applications for Franchise 
rights to provide Cable Service and construct, reconstruct, operate 
and maintain a Cable Communications System in the Rights-of-
Way in the Town. The closing date for submission of applications 
is March 1, 2021.  
Applications shall be submitted in writing to the Town Clerk at 
the address listed below. There is no application fee. The Franchi-
see shall be required to provide, free of charge, a drop, outlet and 
monthly basic Cable Service to the Town Hall, provided the Town 
Hall is within 150 feet of the Franchisee’s cable system.
All Franchisees shall obtain the appropriate permit or other required 
authorization as provided in the Town Right-of-Way Ordinance prior 
to any construction or work in or on the Right-of-Way, including 
construction of poles, conduits, amplifier boxes, similar structures, 
or other wire-holding structures. All Cable System facilities to-be 
located in the Right-of-Way shall be subject to Town approval with 
regard to location, height, type and other considerations. 
All applications shall be evaluated based upon the capacity of the 
applicant to construct, operate and maintain a cable system that com-
plies with 47 U.S.C. Subchapter V-A and Minn. Stat. Chapter 238. 
All applications must contain, at minimum, the information required 
by Minn. Stat. 238.081 Subd. 4. 
The hearing on all timely submitted applications shall occur on 
March 1, 2021 at 8:00 o’clock p.m. at the Clearwater Township 
Hall, 15015 State Highway 24, Clearwater, MN, 55320. For further 
information, contact: Jean Just, Town Clerk, 15015 State Highway 
24, Clearwater, MN, 55320. (320)558-4011.
Published in the Patriot: (02/20/21; 02/27/21)

Assumed Names

Town Offices

Town Election Ballot,  Town of Becker  Minnesota  March 13, 2018  .<prosody volum e='silent'><prosody rate='25.8'>

Instructions to Voters:
To vote, completely fill in the oval(s) next to your choice(s) like this:

  .. .. .. .. .. ..

,Town Supervisor ,

Seat 4 ,

, Vote for One ,

,Town Supervisor ,

Seat 5 ,

, Vote for One ,

Copyright © 2021 Dominion Voting Inc. All Rights Reserved

Joe Danielson
Mark A.H. Swanson
write-in, if any

Brian Kolbinger
write-in, if any

Official Ballot

Judge________

Judge________

Town Election Ballot
Town of Becker

Sherburne County, Minnesota
March 9, 2021

Ballot ID: 4212

.

Copyright © 2021 Dominion Voting Inc. All Rights Reserved

42
12

Becker Township
Official Sample Ballot

March 9, 2021

Published in the Patriot: 
(02/20/21)

NOTICE OF ANNUAL 
ELECTION AND MEETING

BECKER TOWNSHIP
The Citizens of the Town-

ship of Becker, County of Sher-
burne, State of Minnesota, who 
are qualified to vote at General 
Elections, are hereby notified 
that the Annual Township Elec-
tion and Meeting for said Town-
ship will be held at BECKER 
AMERICAN LEGION, 12155 
Hancock St., Becker, MN on 
Tuesday, March 9, 2021, for the 
following purposes: 

• To elect Supervisor Seat 
#4 for the term of three years.

• To elect Supervisor Seat 
#5 for the term of three years.

Election hours will be 10:00 
am to 8:00 pm on said day.  At 
the time of this notice, face 
masks are required and social 
distancing protocols will be fol-
lowed.  

The Township office will 
be open on Saturday, March 6, 
2021 from 10:00 to Noon for 
absentee voting and Accuracy 
Testing.  Accuracy testing to 
occur at 11:00 am.  

The Annual Meeting will 
begin at 8:01 p.m. after the polls 
close to do any other business 
proper to be done at said meet-
ing.

The Board of Canvass shall 
convene after the Annual Meet-
ing.

In the event of inclement 
weather the Annual Election and 
Meeting will be held on Tues-
day, March 23, 2021.

/s/Lucinda Messman
Clerk, Becker Township
Published in the Patriot: 

(02/20/21; 02/27/21).

PALMER TOWNSHIP
SHERBURNE COUNTY

Notice of Public Accuracy 
Test of Voting Machine
To the qualified voters of 
Palmer Township, County of 
Sherburne, an open meeting 
will be held at the
Palmer Town Hall on Febru-
ary 23, 2021 at 12:00 noon 
for an Accuracy test of the 
Optical scan voting
equipment. The Palmer Town 
Hall is located at 4180 105th 
Ave, Clear Lake, MN 55319.
/s/ Kelly McCann
Palmer Township Clerk
Published in the Patriot: 
(02/20/21)

Lynden Township
Stearns County, State of Minnesota

NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING AND ELECTION OF 
OFFICERS

Notice is hereby given to the qualified voters of Lynden Township, 
County of Stearns, State of Minnesota, the annual election of town 
officers and the annual meeting will be held Tuesday, March 9, 2021, 
at the Lynden Township Town Hall, 21367 Co. Rd. 44,
Clearwater, MN 55320. In the case of inclement weather, the meeting 
and election may be postponed until the third Tuesday, March 16, 
2021.
The election poll hours will be from 2:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. (per Reso-
lution 2014-02) at which time the voters will elect One (1) Supervisor 
for a three term; and One (1) treasurer for a two year term.
The Annual Meeting will commence at 8:00 p.m. to conduct all nec-
essary business as prescribed by law.
NOTE: Due to COVID-19 restrictions, the in-person meeting capac-
ity (at time of print) will be limited to 40 residents and seven elected 
officials and staff. The meeting will also be streamed live but will not 
be interactive, so only residents attending in person will be
able to vote.
The Board of Canvass will meet on March 10, 2021 at 6:00 p.m. to 
certify the official election results.
/s/ Jenny Schmidt
Lynden Township Clerk
Published in the Patriot: (02/20/21; 02/27/21).

Lynden Township
Stearns County

Notice of Public Accuracy Test of Voting Machines

To the qualified voters of Lynden Township, County of Stearns, an 
open meeting will be held on Wednesday, March 3, 2021 at 5:00 p.m. 
for an Accuracy Test of the AutoMARK Voting Machine at the Lyn-
den Township Hall, 21367 County Road 44, Clearwater, MN 55320
/s/ Jenny Schmidt
Lynden Township Clerk
Published in the Patriot: (02/20/21).

Foreclosure
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Announce 
Your Free 

Event!
Email event 

listing to 
legals.kathy@

patriot-
newsmn.com
Deadline for 
announce-

ments 
is Wednesday 

by noon.

Becker American 
Legion Auxiliary

Meetings are held the 
second Tues. of every month 
at the old fire hall in Becker, 
7 pm. Paula Hinds 763-262-
6679. 

Becker 
American Legion
Becker Legion meets the 

second Tues. of every month 
at 7 pm at Becker Legion (old 
fire hall.)

Becker AA Meeting
Area 35 Alcoholics 

Anonymous District 5 meets 
Thurs. at 8 pm at Church of 
Mary of the Visitation, 12100 
Sherburne Ave., Becker. 
Steve 612-889-1000.

Becker Boy Scout 
Pack 92 Cardboard, Paper 

& Aluminum
Bring your aluminum 

cans to the trailer located near 
Becker True Value & paper 
& cardboard recyclables to 
the dumpsters near the same 
location the first Sat. of every 
month. There will be a Scout 
there to help unload between 
9 am-12 pm. 

Becker Evangelical 
Ministries

Every Wed., 6-7:30 pm 
at Becker Middle School. 
GYM 45 - growing young 
men. HIS KIDZ - K-3rd 
grade. G.I.R.L.S. GROUP - 
4th & 5th grade girls. 

Becker Free Church 
(763) 261-4125 or register 
online at WWW.BECKER-
FREECHURCH.ORG (under 
Youth Connection click 
“Event Registration”).

Becker Food Shelf 
Open Tues., 9-11 am & 

Thurs. 4-6 pm. The food shelf 
is  located 12060 Sherburne 
Ave. in City Hall. 763-261-
4612.

Becker Lions Club
Meetings are held the 

second Mon. each month at 7 
pm at Becker City Park. Dale 
Seavert 320-290-5342.

Becker Lions Collecting 
Items to Recycle

The Becker Lions are collect-
ing used eyeglasses (no cases 
please) and hearing aids. A 
collection bucket is located at 
the Becker Community Cen-
ter. We are no longer collect-
ing used cell phones or printer 
cartridges. If you have any 
questions please contact Lion 
Dale Seavert at 320-290-5342 
(phone or text) or by email at
djseavert@gmail.com.

Becker Sons of the
American Legion

Squadron 193
Meets the third Tues. of 

each month at 7 pm at Becker 
Legion (old fire hall). Looking 
for new members. Commander 
John Fischbach 320-249-0579.

Becker Beyond the 
Yellow Ribbon Meeting

The monthly meetings are 
held 6 pm the third Thurs. of 
the month at Becker City Hall. 
320-980-2752 or see the state 
website at www.beyondtheye-
llow ribbon.org.

 
Big Eagle Lake raising 
funds with Gess What’s 

Cookin’ moved to Feb. 20
Due to the extreme cold 

forecast for this Sat., BELIA, 
the Big Eagle Lake Improve-
ment Association, is postpon-
ing the ‘Concessions on Ice’ 
Fundraiser to Sat., Feb. 20 
from 1-4 pm.  The third time 
is the charm! ‘Gess What’s 
Cookin’ of Big Lake will be 
catering our event & provid-
ing yummy pulled pork & hot 
dogs! Come on out & enjoy 
some hot food while you fish 
or snowmobile or just being 
out enjoying the day. Big 
Eagle Lake is located north of 
Big Lake off of County Road 
75. Look for a tall black & 

green flag on the ice to find us. 
This is going to be delicious!

Thank you for supporting 
Big Eagle Lake! 

Big Lake American Legion 
Post #147

Meets the first Thurs. of 
the month @ 7 pm. Commu-
nity Room by the Big Lake 
Police Station, 790 Mnnesota 
Ave, Big Lake 55309. Please 
contact Commander Paul 
Seefeld 612-801-7731. 

Big Lake Baseball 
Registration Is Now Open!!

Please visit www.biglake-
baseball.com to register. Alter-
natively, you may attend our 
in-person mass registration 
that will be held at McPete’s 
in Big Lake, March 7th & 8th 
from 6-8pm.

An advantage to attend-
ing mass registration is that 
uniforms will be available to 
try-on at that time!

Big Lake Baseball Tryout 
Preparation Classes!!
Big Lake Baseball Associ-

ation is offering FREE tryout 
preparation classes on Monday 
and Friday nights beginning 
February 15 - March 12th. 
Classes are available for K-8th 
grade!  Please visit www.
biglakebaseball.com to sign 
up, or contact Brian Goedker; 
Bgoedker@gmail.com. You 
see it under our Facebook Tab 
- Tryout Prep! All you need is 
your baseball glove, bat, hel-
met, mask, water bottle, and 
positive attitude! Let’s prepare 
for the season, Our opponents 
are!!

Big Lake OPEN 
AA Meetings

Mon., 7pm at the Church 
of Mary of the Visitation Cath-
olic Church, Big Lake. Big 
Book Study, Handicap Ac-
cessible. Questions? Contact: 
Rob, 763-218-5328.

Big Lake Al-Anon
Meetings held Mon., 7pm 

by ZOOM. Please contact Lau-
rie, 763-218-5330 for more 
information & meeting log-in.

The Big Lake American 
Legion Auxiliary 

Meets the first Tues. of 
each month at 6:30 pm. in the 
Senior Citizen Center at Big 
Lake City Hall. Please contact 
Kathy at 763-263-6093 for 
membership information.

Big Lake Beyond the 
Yellow Ribbon

The Big Lake Beyond 
the Yellow Ribbon meets at 
6:30pm on the third Mon., of 
each month in the Community 
Room adjacent to the Big Lake 
Police Dept. & the Big Lake 
Library.

Big Lake Community 
Food Shelf

The Big Lake Community 
Food Shelf hours of service 
are Mon. & Thurs. 5:30-7:30 
pm & Wed. 9-11 am. We also 
serve clients every “Freebie 
Friday” from 10:30-11:30 am., 
providing produce, dairy, & 
bakery goods. To volunteer 
call 763-263-2432 or www.
blcfs.org.

The Big Lake Lions 
Looking for community 

minded people to join our 
organization. If interested in 
getting involved with our or-
ganization, please contact any 
Lion member or send a note to 
P.O. Box 128, Big Lake, MN 
55309 or 763-263-2218.

Big Lake Lioness
If you are interested in 

joining an organization ded-
icated to service within their 
community, come visit us the 
second Mon. of every month at 
the Lions Park on CR 5 in Big 
Lake. Social starts at 6:30 pm 
& the meeting begins at 7pm. 
All are welcome to attend.

The Big Lake 
Women of Today

Hold a monthly general 
meeting at Senior Activity 
Center located in the Big Lake 
City Office Building on the 3rd 
Thurs. of the month @ 7pm. 
Contact Natalie @ 612-518-
3504 or find us at FaceBook or 
www.biglakewomenoftoday.
webs.com.

Clear Lake Legion 
Meets the second Tues. 

of the month at Palmer Twp. 
Hall. The Legion will meet at 
7 pm. New members are al-
ways welcome. Bud Stimmler 
at 320-761-5793.

Clearwater AA/Alanon
Meeting is at 7 pm, Sun. 

night at Clearwater United 
Methodist Church, 405 Main 
St. Clearwater. 320-310-1399 
AA or 320-558-6613 for Al-
Anon.

Clearwater AA Meeting
Mon. nights, 7 pm at Re-

joice Lutheran Church, 1155 
CR 75, Clearwater. 612-801-
7317.

Clearwater Legion
Clearwater Legion meet-

ings are held the second Thurs. 
of the month. Auxiliary 6:30 
pm, S.A.L. at 7 pm, Legion 
7:30 pm. Clearwater Legion, 
Clearwater.

Clearwater-Clear Lake 
Food Shelf

Open Mon. 5:30-7 pm, 
Tues. 9-11 am & 6-8 pm, Wed. 
3-5 pm & in the brown Lions 
Community Building beneath 
the water tower in Clearwater.  
We service residents of Clear-
water & Clear Lake.

Clearwater
Narcotics Anonymous 

 Meetings are at 7 pm, 
Wed. night at Clearwater 
United Methodist Church, 405 
Main St. Clearwater. 612-607-
4484.

Dementia Support Group
The fourth Wed. of each 

month at 10-11 am, Room 19 
at Becker Community Center, 
11500 Sherburne Ave. No 
cost to join. Tami Kolbinger at 
612-590-2449 or email tjkol-
binger@ gmail.com.

DivorceCare
DivorceCare is a 13-week 

group designed to help those 
recovering from separation or 
divorce & face the challenges 
to move toward rebuilding 
their life.  Next session begins 
Mon., Jan. 18, 6:30-8pm at 
Riverside Church (20314 CR 
14, Big Lake).  

For more information and 
to register for this session, visit 
www.myriversidechurch.com/
divorcecare.

FREE - Advocates for
 Independence

 First & third Wed. of the 
month 2-4 pm at Independent 
Lifestyles, 215 North Benton 
Drive, Sauk Rapids. Make a 
difference in your community 
for people w/disabilities. Mi-
chele Pelka 320-281-2042.  All 
abilities are welcome to attend.

Free Grace Recovery
Sun. 6-8 pm at Clear Lake 

Town Hall, 7684 1st Ave. W. 
Clear Lake. A light meal will 
be served at 6 pm. Everyone 
is welcome. Justin or Renee at 
612-384-9069.

FREE - The Saint Cloud 
Area Parkinson’s Disease 

(PD) Support Group in-
vites you to “Coffee & Con-
versation” the last Wed. 
monthly at 10 am at Edge-
wood Living 677 Brianna 
Drive, Sartell. Meetings are 
open to those diagnosed w/
PD, their families, caregivers, 
& the general public. Group 
provides support, educa-
tion, & awareness about the  
disease. Bobbi 320-281-3343.  

God’s Grub Community 
Meal

Second Sun. of every 
month, 4:30-6:30 pm. Saron 
Lutheran, Big Lake, 311 Lake 
Street South. Served curbside, 
ready to go.

Living with Parkinson’s 
Under The Age of 60
We meet the third Tuesday  

of each month from 6:30-8pm 
at Saron Lutheran Church, 311 
Lake Street So., Big Lake, MN 
55309.  

Any questions, please call 
Camille Johnson at 763-350-
7401.

Mental Health 
Discussion Group

Meets Mon., 6-7 pm at 
Independent Lifestyles, 215 
N. Benton Dr., Sauk Rapids. 
This is a free group, everyone 
is welcome. Ricky 320-281-
2025.

Parkinson’s Disease
Support Group

Meets third Mon. of the 
month, from 1-2:30 pm at IL-
ICIL Independent Lifestyles, 
215 N. Benton Dr., Sauk 
Rapids. This free group pro-
vides support, education, & 
awareness about the disease. 
Independent Lifestyles at 320-
529-9000.

Rivers of Hope
Advocates for ending 

family violence, is a non-profit 
community based agency 
offering advocacy, support, 
education & referral services 
for victims of family violence. 
Working in partnerships w/
schools, law enforcement, 
social service agencies & the 
court system in Sherburne & 
Wright Co. 763-295-3433 or 
1-800-439-2642 or info@riv-
ersofhope.org. Free & confi-
dential. Phones answered 24/7.

Senate District 13 
GOP Convention

Senate District 13 GOP 
Convention will be held Feb. 
27, 9am on Zoom. Notifica-
tion of and Password for the 
meeting will be emailed to all 
with known email addresses in 
SD13. Election of board will 
be at this meeting. People in-
terested in positions or have 
questions sd13republicans@
gmail.com or call Peter at 320-
267-6677.

Snake River Free Mission 
Church Upcoming Events

Hymn sings are held every 
other month on the second 
Sun. at 4:30 pm. Check Snake 
River Church FaceBook page 
for updates.

5 mi. N of Hwy 10 on CR 
11, 1.5 mi. E n CR4 & then 
L on 180th Ave (8940 180th 
Ave), Becker. Mary 612-219-
8648. 

Volunteer as a Foster 
Grandparent 

Local schools & organi-
zations need caring adults like 
you! Orientation, training & 
ongoing support are provided. 
Pat Braun 612-390-0617.

Wright County 
Community Action

You have been affected & 
are having or are anticipating 
having difficulity paying your  
mortgage, WCCA is here to 
help you navigate your op-
tions & keep your home. To 
speak with a homeownership 
advisor, call Wright County 
Community Action at 320-
963-6500 ext. 238 today. 
Services are unbiased, confi-
dential & free of charge. 

Young @ Heart
Group meeting at Rejoice 

Lutheran Church in Clear-
water, will be canceled until 
further notice. We will wait 
until the state allows churches 
& other gatherings to begin 
& then look at our group & 
make a decision. 

Announcements

Attorneys

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

763-262-2889

www.jeddelohsnyder.com

• Family Law
• Real Estate
• Business Planning
• Business Litigation
• Wills & Trusts
• Estate Planning
• Guardianships

101 Jefferson Blvd.
Big Lake

BUSINESS & 
PROFESSIONAL 

SERVICES 
DIRECTORY

Try our fast & accurate tax service. We help you 
find every available deduction. Small business & 
farms welcome! Over 35 years at this location. 

CLEARWATER TAX 
& ACCOUNTING SERVICE LLC

935 Clearwater Center (next to The Kettle) • (320)558-6800
www.ClearwaterTax.net

NEW CLIENTS - Clip this ad to redeem for a 10% discount.

GIVE 

YOURSELF 

A BREAK!

Tax Preparation

www.swcocpas.com
763-295-5070

“WORKING WITH PEOPLE,
NOT JUST NUMB3RS”

Monticello  •  Maple Lake  •  St. Cloud
Albany  •  Little Falls

New Business and
Personal Clients

Welcome!

935 Clearwater Professional Building
((332200))  555588--22220011

Tues: 10:30 - 6:30 • Wed., Fri.: 8:30 - 4:30
ALSO: 1500 Northway Drive, St. Cloud

Member of American
Academy of Dental

Group Practice

“A Reason to
Smile!”

Jeff Flemming, DDS
Brent Deragisch, DDS

Dental

27326-2

• Dentures

• Implants

• Extractions

• Relines/Repairs

AFFORDABLE DENTURES 
& IMPLANTS - ST. CLOUD, P.C.

3959 2ND STREET, SUITE 207/208
ST. CLOUD, MN 56301

866.977.6677

BRADLEY T. SIM, DDS
GENERAL DENTIST

*Free Consult & X-ray offer has a minimum value of $75 and covers a consult & a 
traditional 2-D X-Ray at initial visit. **Bring in a treatment plan from any competitor and 
we will beat the total treatment plan for comparable services. Treatment plan must come 
from a licensed dentist within the past six months for comparable services and is subject 
to verification. Some plans are excluded. Full details of the Best Price Guarantee are 
available from our web site or at this practice. [Valid until December 31, 2021.]

AFFORDABLEDENTURES.COM

We’re safely open 
to care for you.
Create your new smile - 
at an affordable price.

BEST PRICE 
   GUARANTEE**

FREE X-RAY & CONSULT FOR 
NEW DENTURE PATIENTS*

Barbara J. Harthan, 78, 
formerly of Duluth, 
MN, passed away 
peacefully at 
her home in 
Becker, MN 
on February 
8, 2021 with 
family by her 
side, follow-
ing a coura-
geous year battle 
with gallbladder 
cancer.

Barb was born in Duluth, 
MN on June 17, 1942 to Don-
ald and Edythe Wesanen. She 
graduated from Duluth East 
High School. Barb was mar-
ried to her husband, Larry, 
for 50 years and they lived in 
Duluth until his death in 2013. 
She worked for North Shore 
Bank of Commerce, ran a suc-
cessful cleaning business for 
several years and Avon busi-
ness for 42 years, receiving 
several awards.

Barb loved sewing, craft 
projects, decorating, cooking, 
baking, gardening, hiking, an-
tiquing and trips up the shore 
of Lake Superior with her hus-
band, Larry.

Barb was an amazing, 
loving and generous 

woman. She loved 
her children and 

grandchildren 
dearly. She was 
always there 
for her family, 
offering love 
and support. 

Her family was 
always at the fore-

front of her life. She 
was truly a mom like no 

other. Barb was loved so much 
by her family and friends. Her 
love can never be replaced and 
the memories of her will live 
in our hearts forever.

Barb is survived by 
her children, Pamela (Don-
ald) Morgan of Cordova, 
TN, Kevin (Jean) of Sartell, 
MN, Laurie (Chris) Hasler 
of Becker, MN and Natalie 
(Christopher) Brown of 
Becker, MN, along with seven 
grandchildren and other rela-
tives and friends.

In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions to the American Cancer 
Society. There will be a pri-
vate family service.

BARBARA J. “BARB” HARTHAN,  AGE 78
BECKER, MN

JUNE 17, 1942 – FEBRUARY 8, 2021

Obituaries
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The Minnesota Dept. of 
Public Safety (MDPS) has 
announced that there will 
be increased enforcement of 
speeding on Minnesota high-
ways over the next several 
weeks after 2020 data pro-
duced some startling results.

Preliminary data from 
2020 showed that 120 mo-
torists died in speed-related 
crashes – the most since 
2008. The 397 traffic fatali-
ties in 2020 was the highest 
number in five years and it 
was determined that 
speeding was the 
contributing 
factor in 30 
percent of 
traffic fa-
talities and, 
through the 
first month of 
2021, the pace 
of speed-re-
lated fatalities is 
keeping pace with the 
numbers from 2020.

Minnesota DPS has re-
ceived initial funding of $1 
million from the National 
Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration to pay for 
additional speed-centric 
enforcement with the Min-
nesota State Patrol, county 
sheriff’s offices and local po-
lice departments.

“We’re taking a multi-
agency, concerted effort 
with law enforcement and 
traffic safety partners state-
wide because speeding is the 
one bad decision that makes 
every other driving mistake 
worse,” said Mike Hanson, 
Director of the Office of Traf-
fic Safety. 

“Too often we see 
crashes from distracted or 
impaired driving where speed 
turns a minor crash into a 
fatal or life-changing event 
for those involved. We all 
need to drive smart by going 
the speed limit or driving to 
the conditions of the road, 
especially in the winter. If 

we all do our part, we can get 
home safely to our families at 
the end of the day.”

Part of the blame for the 
spike in speeding has been 
pointed to the COVID-19 
pandemic. During the lock-
down stages of COVID last 
spring, traffic was reduced 
on Minnesota highways 
considerably. Typically long 
commutes became much 
shorter due to lack of traffic 
and many drivers felt im-
mune from the speed limit 
restrictions.

How pronounced 
was the change 

in excessive 
speeding? 

I n 
2019, there 
were 533 
citations 
w r i t t e n 
for motor-

ists driving 
more than 

100 miles per 
hour. In 2020, 

there were 1,068 tickets 
written for driving 100 mph 
or more with a top speed re-
corded of 153 mph.

To see the DPS release 
and data related to age of 
drivers topping 100 mph, 
go here: https://dps.mn.gov/
divisions/ooc/news-re-
leases/Pages/Statewide-ex-
tra-speed-enforcement.aspx.
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• BECKER
Grace Lutheran Church (LCMS)
Pastor: David M. Johnson, 763-262-7782, 11185 27th Ave SE. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am, Sun. School 10:30am, Wed. J.U.M.P. 6pm.
Becker Baptist Church
Pastors: Nathan Bucher (Acting), Kevin Drehmel (Youth) & Amy Drehmel 
(Dir. Of Ministry), 763-261-4202, 11951 Hancock St. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship/Children 10:30am, Wed. Youth Group 6:30pm. www.beckerbaptist.
org. 
Becker Evangelical Free Church
Pastors: Patrick Drury (Senior), Chris Salvevold (Youth), 763-261-4125, 
Becker High School, Office: 11373 150th Ave SE. Services: Sun. Worship/
Teaching/Fellowship 10am.
Mary of the Visitation 
Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 12100 Sherburne Ave. Services: Sat. 
Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 9:30am.
Faith (Becker) Lutheran 
Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Yolanda Denson-Byers, 763-261-5751, 11755 Sherburne Ave. Ser-
vices: Sun. Worship 9:30 am, Sun. School 10am.
Oakwood Community 
Church Assemblies of God
Pastors: Gerry Bass & Sarah, 763-220-6004, 13140 1st St (SW Corner of 
Becker Furniture World). Services: Sun. Bible Study/Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Snake River Free Church
Pastor: Steve Johnston, 612-219-8648, 180th St SE. Services: Sun. Worship/
Sun. School 10:30am., Hymn Sing is second Sun. of every month.
Becker Christian Center & Abundant Grace Church
Pastor: Ken Hanson, 763-262-2177, 15455 59th St SE. Services: Sun. Praise 
& Worship 9:30am, Wed. Family Fellowship 7pm.

Beacon House of Prayer
Pastors: Brian & Linda Holmes, 763-263-3771, 12264 Pleasant Ave. Ser-
vices: Thurs. Worship 6:30pm.
Free Grace United
Pastor: Kevin Wilson, 763-245-0001, 14000 Clubhouse Ln. Services: Wed. 
Worship 6:30pm.

• BIG LAKE
Acts Seventh-Day Adventists Community Church
Pastor: Bill Nixon, 763-263-2287, 20455 187th Ave Nw. Services: Sat. 
Worship 9am, Sat. Sabbath School 10:15am.
Bethany Bible Church
763-263-2167, 511 Eagle Lake Road. Services: Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Bridgeview Assembly of God
Pastor: Steve Royalty, 763-263-6274, 20500 County Road 11. Services: 
Sun. Worship 10am, Wed. Service 6:30pm.
SVEA Hill Covenant Church
Pastor: Don Bellach, 763-263-6322, 16392 235th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Cornerstone Baptist Church
Pastor: Gordon Langdon, 763-263-7878, 15300 County Road 35. 
Hope Lutheran Church 
(ELCA) in Orrock
763-263-7990. www.hopeintherefuge.weebly.com.
IFLESIA AMOR VIVIENTE
Living Love Church
Pastores: Juan & Patricia Aguayo, 763-607-5403, 21 Lake St N. Services: 
Sat. 6pm.
Lord of Glory Lutheran Church
Pastor: Marty Mably, 763-263-3090, 15550 190th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
8am & 10am.
Mary of the Visitation 
Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 440 Lake St N. Services: Mass tempo-
rarily at Becker location, Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 9:30am.
Riverside Church
Online: www.myriversidechurch.com, 763-263-2410, 2014 County Road 

14. Services: Sun 8:45am, 10:30am & 12:05pm.
Saron Lutheran Church
Pastor: Kyle Sidlo, 763-263-2209, 311 Lake St. S. Services: Sun. Worship 
9:30am, indoors or livestream.

• SANTIAGO
South Santiago Lutheran 
Church ELCA
Pastor: Daryl Thul, 763-662-2048, 14675 37th St. Services: Sun. 9am 
drive-in Worship, Sanctuary Worship 10am.
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church E.L.S. & Princeton Evangelical School
Pastor: Timothy Zenda, 763-662-2570, 18977 17th St. Services: Sun. 
School/Bible Class 10:30am, Divine Worship 9am.
Glendorado Lutheran (ELCA)
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Shari Routh, 920-573-0193, 1100 186th Ave NE. Services: Sun 
Good Shepherd 9am, Sun. Glendorado 10:30am.
Gethsemane Church 
(ELCA) – Ronneby
Pastor: Barbara Peterson, 320-983-5002, 14478 78th St. NE. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Glendorado Evangelical 
Country Church
Pastor: Sam Alfano, 763-662-2244, 16999 Glendorado Road NE. Services: 
Sun. School 9:30am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• CLEAR LAKE
Living Waters Church
Pastor: Mark Stahl, 320-292-0250, 7830 Church St. Services: Sun. Worship 
10am, Wed. Bible Study 6:30pm.
Trinity Lutheran Church 
Missouri Synod
Pastor: Josh Reber, 320-743-2919, 8641 Main Ave. Services: Sun. Worship 
8:45am, Sun. School 9:45am.

St. Marcus Catholic Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-743-2481, 8701 Main Ave. Services: Sat. 
Confessions 4:15pm, Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. Jan-June 8am, July-Dec. 10am.

• DUELM
St. Lawrence Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-968-7502 or 320-743-2481, 10915 Duelm 
Road NE. Services: Sun Mass – Jan-June 10am, July-Dec. 8am.

• CLEARWATER
Clearwater United 
Methodist Church
Pastor: Alison Hendley, 320-558-2581, 405 Main St. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9:30am.
Freedom Bible Church
605 Lime St. (Old Clearwater Post Office). Services: Sun. Bible Study 
9:30am & 6pm, Sun. Worship 10:45am, Wed. Bible Study 7pm.
Rejoice Lutheran Church – ELCA
Pastor: Jim Bump, 320-558-6851, 1155 County Road 75. Services: Sun. 
Worship 9:30am.
Church of St. Luke
Father: Dennis Backer, 320-558-2124, 17545 Huber Ave NW. Services: 
Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8am & 10am, Weekday Mass Tues.-Fri. 8am/
Sat. 9am.
Tri-County Alliance Church
Pastor: David Fogal, 320-558-2750, 8464 160th St NW. Services: Sun. 
School 9am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• SILVER CREEK
Immanuel Lutheran Church
Pastor: Ken Tatkenhorst, 763-878-2820, 11390 Elliot Ave NW. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am
Silver Creek Community Church
Pastor: Zach Pryor, 320-963-3957, 4282 114th St NW. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9am, Sun. Fellowship 10am, Sun. School 10:30am. 
.
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The Sherburne County 
Board met Tuesday and 
dealt with several zon-
ing approvals as part of a 
shorter than usual agenda.

Planning and Zoning 
Administrator Nancy Rid-
dle brought forward a total 
of seven items for the com-
missioners to consider for 
final approval.  

The first five items 
dealt with the develop-
ment of plats in Baldwin 
Twp. and had been recom-
mended for approval by the 
Planning Advisory Com-
mission.  The projects were 
all approved unanimously, 
with the recommended con-
ditions, and included the 
Sumser Farm, Buck Run, 
Country Oak Meadows, 
Lindquist Acres and Hunter 
Estates projects. 

The board also ap-
proved a CUP for a sea-
sonal storage structure in 
Haven Twp. and a zoning 
approval for Benson Es-
tates in Livonia Twp.

Tax Abatement
The board next con-

sidered a tax abatement for 
Sportech, LLC, which cur-
rently leases two facilities 
in Elk River.  The company 
is currently considering a 
91,050 square foot expan-
sion to the facility located 
at 10752 168th Circle.  
The project is expected to 
add 85 full time jobs at the 
company  and an estimated 
$10,000,000 annual impact 
on the county’s economy 
after completion.

The company has pre-
viously received an abate-
ment on the property, but 
is seeking a proposed 12 
year abatement on the 
new facility.  According 
to the information in the 
commissioner’s packet, 
the tax abatement program 
allows the county to abate 
the property taxes when 
it can determine that the 
economic benefits of the 
new expansion will exceed 
the amount of taxes being 
abated.  There is also usu-
ally a 15 year limit on the 
abatement unless all taxing 

jurisdictions agree to forego 
collecting the new taxes for 
a period of time.  

The board approved 
sending a letter to the Elk 
River school district, ask-
ing for the tax abatement 
which would then be com-
bined with the original and 

capped at the 15 year mark, 
instead of extending it to a 
full 20 years.

SCORE
The board granted ap-

proval to the SCORE Pro-
gram line item budget and 
included a 50% match from 
the county to the $276,968 
of funding it received from 
the State of Minnesota.  
While statute requires a 
25%  match, matching at 
the higher amount will 
allow the county to fund 
more programs.  SCORE 
funds are instrumental in 
providing the necessary 
funding for items such as 
a city or township clean up 
day.  The matching money 
is taken from the solid 
waste surcharge fees col-
lected by the county and not 
general tax revenue.

The new funds allo-
cated this year will specif-
ically address $40,000 to 
be used towards a business 
recycling bin program.

7W Funding
Public Works Director 

Andrew Witter appeared 
before the board to discuss 
sending a letter of concern 
to the District 7W Trans-
portation Policy Board.

District 7W is the con-
sortium of governmental 
entities that work together 
to prioritize state funding 
through the State Block 
Grant Program.  

Witter presented sev-
eral concerns, including a 

change in which criteria are 
used for ranking the trans-
portation funding projects 
in the area.  Historically, 
the Transportation Policy 
Board (TPB) oversees the 
determination of the crite-
ria and also approves the 
funding requests based on a 
MN DOT approved scoring 
evaluation done by a Tech-
nical Advisory Committee 
(TAC).  

Basically, the TAC 
uses MnDOT guidelines 
(scoring by a MnDOT 
employee) to look at the 
technical aspects of the 
projects and assigns a pri-
ority ranking to the ones 
which will have the most 
impact.  Then, the TPB re-
views the recommendations 
and a makes a final determi-
nation, which in this year’s 
action would be to priori-
tize funds for 2025.

This year, the TAC 
changed the criteria and 
added some additional 
ones, even though that task 
is usually reserved for the 
TPB.

Witter’s other concern 
about the process included 
that there is no lead time 
given to the TAC members 
to review the application 
before the actual meeting.  
This affects everyone’s 
ability to dig deeper into the 
projects and to accurately 
score the significance of the 
project, as they are given 
very little time to review 
the information.

This year, Sherburne’s 
two projects that were up 
for consideration and were 
ranked as numbers one and 
two by the MnDOT em-
ployee, who gives an ob-
jective, unbiased ranking.  
However, at this year’s 
meeting, cost justification 
and equity were added by 
a vote of the TAC,  signifi-
cantly changing the rank-
ings.  

The board had discus-
sion about the process and 
also the need to work to-
gether with the surrounding 
governmental entities who 
are a part of the process.  
However, because it ap-
pears that this year’s TAC 
process stepped outside the 

normal operating protocols, 
they approved sending the 
letter of concern.  The letter 
will also address the lead 
time given to people on 
both the TPB and TAC to 
ensure they can sufficiently 
review the projects.

COVID-19
County staffers Nicole 

Ruhoff and Amanda Larson 
combined to give the board 
an update on COVID num-
bers, as well as vaccination 
efforts.

Ruhoff noted a con-
tinued decline in COVID 
numbers in the county, 
while Larson reported that 
the county continues to 
vaccinate residents as they 
receive the allocations of 
vaccine.  Twenty-three per-
cent of the county residents 
ages 65 or older have been 
inoculated with at least one 
dose of a vaccine.

Working with local 
pharmacies and also utiliz-
ing the “MyChart” features 
in a person’s health records 
continue to be the best way 
to access the limited ap-
pointments.  

Larson also presented 
the county’s Field Opera-
tions Guide for the commis-
sioners to review and adopt.  
The “FOG” as it was called 
helps in outlining the coun-
ty’s priorities and assures 
that all MDH guidelines 
are followed.  It is also an 
important layer of transpar-
ency for everyone in Sher-
burne County to know how 
the vaccination decisions 
are being determined.

Dan Weber finished up 
the COVID briefing by not-
ing that Sherburne County 
has received 173 total appli-
cations for its latest round 
of business relief, which 
opened approximately six 
weeks ago.  By contrast, 
the county received a total 
of 141 CARES Act applica-
tions in four months when 
that program first launched.

Weber reported that 
nearly $1 million has been 
awarded to local businesses 
in the latest round of relief.

Zoning approvals dominate Sherburne Board meeting Law enforcement 
cracking down on 
excessive speeding
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Forte International 
Exchange Association is 
looking for Host Families 

for the following exchange 
students for the 2021-2022 
school year in the Becker 
and Monticello areas.

Miranda is from Thai-
land and is interested in 
horse riding, camping, skat-
ing and skiing. She likes to 
draw, ride horses, read and 
watch movies. Miranda has 
a cat and loves all animals.

Maria is from Spain 
and is interested in volley-
ball,  dance, swimming and 
any other sport. She has 
been dancing since she was 
nine years old and loves 
playing the piano and lis-
tening to music.

Csaba is from Hun-
gary and is interested in 
the American way of life. 
His interests include swim-
ming, volleyball, martial 
arts, movies and listening 
to film critics. He also en-
joys digital drawing.

Ana is from Spain and 
loves to play Padel, which 
is similar to tennis. She 
hopes to play many differ-
ent sports during her ex-
change program including 
tennis and volleyball. Ana 
loves dogs and is excited 
to study in the US to learn 
more about American cul-
ture.

Diego is from Spain 
and is interested in basket-
ball, soccer and tennis. He 

likes playing soccer and 
basketball and is a Real 
Madrid fan. He is excited 
to share his Spanish culture 
with his host family and 

friends.
Carla is from Spain 

and is of half English/half 
Spanish descent. Carla 
is also passionate about 
horseback riding and also 
loves to read. Carla is an 
athletic girl and likes gym-
nastics, skiing, swimming 
and track and field.

Ashita is from Thai-
land and is interested in 
cheerleading, camping, 
tennis and ice skating. She 
likes cooking and baking 
desserts for her grand-
mother. She plays the gui-
tar and her favorite subjects 
are English, Japanese and 
art. 

Ponputtara (Bam) is 
from Thailand and likes 
table tennis, archery, art, 
music and drama. Ponput-
tara likes drawing animated 
characters and cosplaying.  
She wants to be an inter-
preter and part time tutor in 
the future.

Maura is from Spain 
and is interested in basket-
ball, hockey, volleyball, 
golf and tennis. She loves 
meeting new people & 
practices basketball three 
times a week and plays 
games on Saturdays. 

Carolina is from Spain 
and her interests are tennis, 
skiing, volleyball, dancing 
ballet, ice skating and horse 

back riding. She is looking 
forward to having an amaz-
ing exchange year like her 
older brother.

Maria is from Spain 

and her interests include 
skiing, tennis, photography, 
shopping and spending 
time with friends and fam-
ily. Her mother was an ex-
change student to the U.S. 
when she was Maria’s age.

Matias is from Spain 
and is interested in Amer-
ican football, boxing, skat-
ing and basketball. Matias 
is from the Canary Islands 
where he enjoys the deli-
cious Spanish and Canarian 
cuisines which he can share 
with his host family. He as-
pires to be a pilot or music 
producer in the future.

Yatawee (Ying) is 
from Thailand and her in-
terests are arts, science, 
singing, table tennis, bak-
ing, cooking, drawing and 
painting. She enjoys being 
around young children and 
also likes listening to Kpop.

David is from Spain 
and enjoys LEGOs build-
ing and robotics. David 
also enjoys playing soc-
cer, hiking, camping and 
watching movies. David is 
hoping to learn all about 
American culture. 

Contact Alice Story 
today for more info! Forte 
International Exchange As-
sociation, 763-257-7977 or 
alices@forteexchange.org.

HOST FAMILIES ARE NEEDED for foreign exchange students like the ones pictured here and described in the article. (Sub-
mitted Photo).

Host families wanted
StatePoint

With the pandemic 
continuing to disrupt rou-
tines, you may have grow-
ing anxieties about how 
the extended crisis will 
affect your child’s social 
and emotional health long-
term.

A new survey con-
ducted by OnePoll on be-
half of the The Genius of 
Play -- a national move-
ment to educate parents 
and caregivers about play’s 
vital role in child devel-
opment -- examined the 
concerns of parents with 
children ages 2–18. Here 
are some of the findings, 
along with tips to counter-
act the negative effects of 
quarantine:

Social Skills
Seven in 10 

parents believe 
s p e n d i n g 
a year in 
quarantine 
will have 
a lasting 
e f f e c t 
on their 
c h i l d ’ s 
g r o w t h 
and devel-
o p m e n t . 
A m o n g 
those par-
ents, the top 
concern is that 
it’ll be more dif-
ficult for their child 
to connect with peo-
ple in-person in the future 
(52%). Tied for second and 
third were concerns that 
it’ll be more difficult for 
their child to play (44%) or 
make friends in the future 
(also 44%) after being sep-
arated from their peers.

“There are numerous 
playtime activities that 
boost communication and 
social skills, which can be 
adapted to this new real-
ity,” says Anna Yudina, 
senior director of market-
ing initiatives at The Toy 
Association.

During a period when 
travel is limited, Yudina 
suggests playing “Interna-
tional Menu” to help kids 
learn about the world. To 

play, pick a location and 
discuss its local dishes. 
Then, give kids Play-Doh 
to create them. Have kids 
play restaurant with their 
new DIY meals. Using ac-
tion figures and toys, try 
other roleplay games that 
encourage interaction and 
communication skills that 
kids may not have prac-
ticed for awhile. Classic 
board games with ques-
tions and answers – like 
Guess Who? – can also 
help kids build and retain 
their social skills.

Loneliness
Four in 10 parents 

worry about their child’s 
mental health as a result 

of the pandemic. What’s 
more, 72% of respondents 
say they believe that during 
2020 their child was lone-
lier than ever before. That’s 
a feeling extending to par-
ents themselves -- 58% 
said they, too, were lonelier 
than ever.

“Whether building a 
furniture fort, solving a 
puzzle or using a science 
kit, collaborative play gives 
us an opportunity to con-
nect and combat loneliness 
while keeping children 
happy and entertained,” 
says Yudina. “Playing to-
gether also offers parents 

insights into their child’s 
world and what may be 
causing their stress and 
anxiety.”

An arts and crafts ses-
sion presents an opportu-
nity to connect with friends 
and family who your child 
may be missing. Break out 
the paper, stickers, mark-
ers, and safety scissors 
to create cards to send to 
loved ones.

Be sure to organize vir-
tual playdates, too. The lat-
est apps are making it easier 
for kids to read, draw, act 
out plays, and watch mov-
ies virtually with friends.

The Bright Side
Despite its difficul-

ties, parents indicated that 
this period has had silver 

linings. When asked 
what positives 

have resulted 
from spending 

more time at 
home over 
the past 
year, the 
top re-
s p o n s e 
w a s 
b e i n g 
able to 
s p e n d 
m o r e 

t i m e 
p l a y i n g 

with their 
child (46%).

To get 
inspired to fill 

in all those addi-
tional hours with play, 

visit thegeniusofplay.org, 
a great online resource for 
parents offering tons of 
play ideas.

“The long-lasting ef-
fects of the pandemic are 
yet to be determined,” says 
Yudina. “In the meantime, 
all this extended time at 
home is an excellent op-
portunity for families to 
connect and play, keeping 
both kids and adults social 
and active.”

Using play to combat your 
child’s stress and loneliness

  

Mon-Tues-Thurs 9am-7pm, Wed 7am-5pm, 
Fri 9am-5pm, 1st & 3rd Sat 9-1

25929 2nd St. E. across from NAPA
www.allpetsvethospital.com

Your local area veterinarians since 1993

Dr. Joel Ihnen
Dr. Stacy Lyberg

763-856-8387

All Pets Veterinary Hospital
and Equine Service

320-743-5838
rachel@caninecabin.com

www.caninecabin.com

BOARDING
GROOMING
TRAINING

The very best care
while you’re away

If you can provide a loving home for any of these animals, please contact the 

TRI-COUNTY HUMANE SOCIETY 
320-252-0896

www.tricountyhumanesociety.org
735 8th St. NE - P.O. Box 701 - St. Cloud, MN  56302-0701

Working with the community to find homes for needy pets

HENRY
has been at Tri-County Humane Society since Jan. 28, 
patiently waiting for his home. This 2-YO neutered cat 
would do best as a solo pet. It may take Henry time 
to warm up to new people and new situations.  His 
adoption fee can be waived for a senior or veteran.  

MITTENS
is a spayed 10-YO cat who has tested positive for 
Feline Immunodeficiency Virus (FIV), which affects 
a cat’s immune system. While some cats can have 
health complications from FIV, many live long, happy, 
healthy lives. Mittens is an incredibly sweet girl and her 
adoption fee would be waived for a senior or veteran. 

PLUNGER
Plunger is a 7-MO neutered cat who is very timid and 
needs to adjust at his own pace. Scratching posts, 
interactive toys, and Feliway are recommended in 
his new home. His adoption fee would be waived for 
a senior or veteran.

has been here since Jan. 27 without a lot of second 
looks. This very sweet boy adores tennis balls and 
playtime . He is close to 3-YO, neutered, and can be dog 
selective. He needs plenty of exercise and durable toys.  

KYLE
is an 8-MO neutered Lab mix who still has a lot of 
puppy behavior, and will need polishing on his basic 
manners. He has a lot of energy, so an active lifestyle 
would be good for this 58-pound pup! Check out our 
Re-Tail Shoppe for toys/supplies for Kyle.

GARTH

PetNet Works

ROY
a Vizsla mix, is a sweet, energetic goofball who is 
2-YO and neutered. Roy can be dog selective and 
dominant with other dogs. Obedience classes would 
likely help hone his skills; Roy is very treat motivated! 

THIS AD SPACE IS 
AVAILABLE! CALL 
THE PATRIOT AT 
763.275.0275!

StatePoint

Social isolation among 
seniors is not only linked to 
numerous negative health 
consequences like depression 
and cardiovascular disease, 
but it’s also a primary con-
tributing factor in financial 
exploitation and scams. Es-
timated to affect one in 10 
older adults and cost billions 
annually, the threat of elder 
financial fraud is pervasive, 
and especially so right now.

With seniors more iso-
lated than ever due to the pan-
demic and stimulus checks 
being sent to millions of 
Americans nationwide, 
experts suggest that se-
niors and their families 
be extra vigilant.

“Scammers look for 
key time periods where 
money and private finan-
cial information are in mo-
tion. Not only is IRS fraud 
one of the most common and 
successful types of scams 
that exists, as a general rule, 
additional money equates to 
additional fraud,” says Ron 
Long, head of Aging Client 
Services at Wells Fargo.

“Scammers are banking 
on the fact that many seniors 
are apart from families and 
friends due to COVID-19. 
When someone is alone, 
physically or socially, they 
often miss out on the added 
benefit of a second pair of 
eyes and ears.”

Compounding the risks 
associated with isolation is 
the number of seniors who 
feel their chances of falling 
victim to a financial scam is 
unlikely. According to a re-
cent Wells Fargo study con-
ducted by The Harris Poll, 69 
percent of all seniors age 60 
and above believe they’re not 
likely to be susceptible to a 
financial scam, despite nearly 

all seniors (97 percent) ac-
knowledging that older peo-
ple are very or somewhat 
susceptible to becoming a 
victim. When asked about 
their peers, the poll found 
that 47 percent of all seniors 
knew someone who had al-
ready fallen victim to a scam.

“The results indicate 
what most of us want -- the 
ability to age relatively un-
affected from the 
r e a l i -

t i e s 
associated 
with aging,” says Dr. Marti 
DeLiema, a gerontologist and 
consultant for Wells Fargo’s 
Aging Client Services. “The 
problem is that when some-
one doesn’t feel they’re at 
risk, they’re unlikely to take 
precaution.”

To better protect seniors 
from elder financial fraud 
and abuse, consider these tips 
from Wells Fargo:

1. Don’t wait for a crisis. 
Seniors should speak with 
trustworthy family members 
about financial plans, as well 
as consult them when some-
thing doesn’t feel right.

2. Stay up-to-date. Se-
niors and families should 
draft and periodically up-
date legal documents such 
as wills, healthcare directives 

and powers of attorney.
3. Automate. Seniors 

should consider signing up 
for direct deposit, automatic 
bill pay and large transaction 
alerts.

4. Prioritize security. 
Seniors should keep checks 
and credit cards locked away, 
and update passwords when 
information is compromised. 
They should also carefully 
review credit reports, ac-
count statements and bills 

for unusual activity or 
charges.

5. Be aware. 
Families can 
help seniors 
stay aware 
of the latest 
and most 
c o m m o n 
scams, as 
well as help 
them identify 

potential red 
flags, including:

• Alleged 
emergency situa-

tions involving family 
members, often grandchil-

dren, requiring immediate 
payment.

• Lottery winnings re-
quiring upfront cash payment 
for taxes and other fees.

• Phone calls from al-
leged government agencies, 
such as Social Security, 
threatening arrest or penal-
ties.

For more information on 
fraud prevention, visit wells-
fargo.com.

“Aging resiliently re-
quires planning ahead and not 
shying away from difficult 
conversations,” says Long. 
“We have to talk with our 
older loved ones about the 
risks, the warning signs and 
prevention -- and we have to 
keep talking.”

5 tips to protect seniors from 
financial scams right now

Call 763.275.0275 today to get 
your ad placed in the Patriot!
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Employment

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES 

 Direct Support Staff 
 Operations Program Director 
 Mental Health Specialist 
 Mental Health Program Director 

 
Dungarvin has Residential Homes across the St. Cloud Area with 
positions are available in Foley, Monticello, Clear Lake and Sauk 

Rapids! 
 

We have weekly hiring events! 
 

Not from Around here? We have opportunities across MN from Grand Rapids to 
Rochester along with 13 other states.  Visit our career page to find out more about 

positions close to you ! 

Do you desire to makes someone smile 
each day?   

Do you have a passion to engage others ?  
Are you searching for purposeful work 
with opportunities to grow within the 

company?   

Join Our Team! 
Take the first step towards enjoying your journey! 
Apply online today: www.dungarvincareers.com 

 
   
651-699-6050 
 
  www.facebook.com/dungarvin 

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES 

 Direct Support Staff 
 Operations Program Director 
 Mental Health Specialist 
 Mental Health Program Director 

 
Dungarvin has Residential Homes across the St. Cloud Area with 
positions are available in Foley, Monticello, Clear Lake and Sauk 

Rapids! 
 

We have weekly hiring events! 
 

Not from Around here? We have opportunities across MN from Grand Rapids to 
Rochester along with 13 other states.  Visit our career page to find out more about 

positions close to you ! 

Do you desire to makes someone smile 
each day?   

Do you have a passion to engage others ?  
Are you searching for purposeful work 
with opportunities to grow within the 

company?   

Join Our Team! 
Take the first step towards enjoying your journey! 
Apply online today: www.dungarvincareers.com 

 
   
651-699-6050 
 
  www.facebook.com/dungarvin 

POSITIONS START AT $14.50/HR! 
DAYS, EVES & OVERNIGHTS AVAIL.

FT AND PT!  
$1,000 SIGN ON BONUS ENDS FEB. 28TH 

• Direct Support Staff 
• Mental Health Specialist 

Dungarvin provides supports in a Residential 
Group Home setting to individuals with physical 
and mental disabilities.  We have over 160 pro-
grams across MN including: Foley, St Cloud, Sauk 
Rapids, Monticello, Clear Lake and many more!! 

Join Our Team! 
Take the first step towards enjoying your journey! 
Apply online today: www.dungarvincareers.com 

651-699-6050
www.facebook.com/dungarvin

DIRECT CARE POSITIONS
at Paradigm Residential Services, Inc.

Full time Home Supervisor position at 
Paradigm Residential Services, Inc., Monticello,  

MN 
7a-3p Mon-Fri.

Working with higher functioning individuals 
to increase life skills.

Starting Pay: $15.00 plus benefits
Paid training in Mental Health , 

Medication Administration and supervisory 
duties.

Apply by going to: www.paraserv.org, 
or calling Cyndi at 763-401-1128

Requirements: 18yrs or older. Driver’s license, ability 
to pass a State of Minnesota Background Check.

NOW
HIRING

Call 320-254-3651 to have an application mailed to you  

Email your resume to hiring@bayerbuilt.com

Bayer Built  
Woodworks, Inc., providing 
quality product and unparalleled service to 900 
dealers throughout the Midwest, is looking to fill 
the following positions:

• OTR Drivers

Competitive pay and benefits, 
a positive and clean work 
environment, and opportunities to 
advance your career with a local 
company that continues to grow. 

$5000  

Sign On Bonus

Options Inc. is hiring!
Supporting adults with disabilities!

We are looking to fill the following position:

Job Coach
Daytime hours M-F
Competetive Salary, Vacation.
Exceptional Benefits Including

FREE Employee Dental and Life Insurance
Apply today at: www.options-inc.org/career

Options, Inc. (EOE)

IS NOW HIRING!
Immediate Interviews • 320-251-1038 • Apply Today! 

IMMEDIATE 
INTERVIEWS — 

APPLY TODAY!
SHORTTERM JOBSAVAILABLE!

Welders 
Needed! $$$

Many Jobs Open

Cleaners at 
CentraCare
$14.09 + OT

Print Operators
$16/hr +OT 

to hire

Maint. Techs
$16/hr

Window
Assembly

$16/hr, to hire

Admin. Skilled – 
Check Out Open 

Jobs Today!

Apply via ExpressJobs App
Or expresspros.com/stcloud

1410 W. St. Germain St., St. Cloud

HR Asst. $17-$20+
Reputable Co.!

Welders
Direct Hire, Team 

Lead - Direct 
Hire & Customer 

Service

PT OFFICE ASSOCIATE
to Office Administrator at Faith Lutheran Church (FLC) in 

Becker. Duties: manage communications using 
social media platforms, website content, newsletter, 

other tasks as needed. Requires excellent oral & written 
communication skills, HS Diploma, basic computer skills. 

20 hrs./wk (flexible). $15/hr. 

To apply: contact Office Admin. at 763-261-5751 or  
faith@faithlutheran-becker.org

Deli PlusAPPLY IN 

PERSON!

CASHIER/DELI  ASSOCIATE
Part-time Day & Evening shifts. 
Includes every other weekend. 

We welcome HS students & retirees.

BECKER

Come join our Spectacular Team!

Shell

Get your ad 
in the Patriot 

today! 763.275.0275

Apply in 
person! 13400 1st St, Becker

DELI ASSOCIATE
Becker Food Pride is looking for part-time deli help, 

2-7pm, 3-4 shifts per week and every other 
Saturday 9-5pm. Perfect job for retiree.  

Must be at least 18 yrs old. We are flexible, friendly, 
and busy. Come join our fabulous team!

• FARM LABOR
• FULL AND PART TIME SHOP MECHANIC     

• TRACTOR OPERATOR       • EXPERIENCED WELDER
Apply in person, 1 mile east of Becker, 

137th left, 1/8 mile on left. 612-747-0163    

NOW HIRING!

Age 55+ workers 
needed for PT 

Custodial work at 
the St. Cloud, 
Fuller Lake 
& Enfield 

Rest Areas.  
Contact 

Green View 
651-639-1913. 

NOW HIRING for Big Lake, Buffalo & 
surrounding area sites 

To apply online visit:
www.divinehouse.org or call (320) 231-2738

328 SW 5th Street, Willmar, MN 56201

Starting pay $13 and up for awake hours FT & PT with
afternoon/evening shifts. Asleep overnights $10.08/hr. Experience 

working with people with disabilities or background in medical field 
and supervisory experience helpful but not necessary. 

We believe that all people have the right to live and work in an environment 
which provides them with pride, self-respect, friendships, and the opportunity to 

achieve success while realizing that success is defined differently for everyone. We 
feel that our job is to offer friendship, security, and guidance to those we serve.

By Mark Kolbinger, 
Contributing Writer

The Becker Bulldog 
basketball teams faced off 
against the Chisago Lakes 
Wildcats for the second 
time in two weeks and 
each team came away 
with a victory.  

The girls traveled 
out of town Monday 
night and celebrated 
President’s Day with 
a win, while the boys 
hosted the Wildcats 
Tuesday night and used 
home court advantage to 
turn the tables on the Wild-
cats.

Girls 79-41
Coach Dan Baird 

was very pleased with his 
team’s Monday evening 

victory, as they played 
much better than the last 
time the two teams met.

“As a team, we shot 
9-for-18 from the three-

point line and 8-for-8 from 
the foul line,” said Baird.  
“Shooting solves a lot of 
problems.  Everything was 
better because of it, as our 

defense was suffocating.”
Becker also out-re-

bounded the Wild-
cats, 26-21 and won 
the turnover battle 
(15 to 25).

Baird said 
Julia Bengtson 
played great in 
the game, scoring 
16 points, nab-

bing four rebounds, 
seven assists and five 

steals.  She also had 
zero turnovers in the con-

test.
Megan Gamble had 

a double-double with 12 
points and 10 rebounds, 

to go along with three 
steals.  Dani Nuest was on 
fire off the bench, scoring 
16 points, connecting on 
4-of-6 from the three-point 
line. 

“We have been turning 
the ball over after mak-
ing steals, and just need to 
make the simple play in-
stead of trying to make a 
miraculous one when the 
opponent is scrambling to 
get back on defense,” said 
Baird.  “But overall it was a 
nice team win.” 

Scoring: Adeline 
Kent 11, Maren Westin 7, 
Alayna Lindquist 2, Court-
ney Nuest 10, Bengtson 16, 
D Nuest 13, Gamble 12, 
Ayla Brown 8.

Boys 72-67
Tuesday night, the 

boys also played much 
better than the first time 
they faced Chisago Lakes.  
According to coach Josh 
Ihrke, they picked up a win 
by being very aggressive on 
both ends of the floor, but 
also limiting the number of 
fouls they committed.

“We played our most 
complete game so far this 
season,” said Ihrke, noting 
how his team played hard 
against at the familiar op-
ponent.  

“It was a great come-
back from losing by 13 
points at their place a week 
and a half ago,” 

Becker led 29-27 going 
into halftime and hit five 
three-pointers in the second 
half to help seal the win.  
They also shot 20-for-26 

from the free throw line, 
whereas the Wildcats were 
10-for-12 from the line in 
the game.  The 10 point 
differential was attributed 
to his team’s aggressive-
ness in getting to the hoop 
but also moving their feet 
on the defensive end of the 
floor, according to Ihrke.  
Twenty-four of Becker’s 
free throw attempts came 
in the second half.

Ihrke was also pleased 
with the balanced scoring 
attack, as five Bulldog play-
ers hit for double figures.

Scoring: Alex Weiss 
5, Nick Berglund 13, Nick 
Knute 15, Hayden Harmon-
ing 12, Eric Seavert 12, 
Brady Pausen 11, Landen 
Goebel 4.

Bulldog hoops teams sweep Wildcats
Sports News
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Letters To Editor
Continued from page 4...
pay taxes. We have a growing national debt for good 
and bad reasons. When the government spends in 
a recession it stimulates the economy. Therefore, 
when a government spends at any time, it contrib-
utes to a growing economy.  In my research this is 
an undisputed fact, therefore cutting spending will 
have a negative impact on GDP and the welfare of 
the American people. Fiscal responsibility in this case 
is raising taxes to reduce debt. Government spending 
on the welfare of the American people is what we 
need. Spending money on schools, rail, water, roads 
and 21st century infrastructure enhance the lives of 
the American people. Government waste is subsidiz-
ing businesses, especially businesses with millions/
billions in assets. Congressman Emmer; I want to see 
you sending spending to our community enhancing 
our collective welfare as opposed to defending the 
wealthiest of 5% of Americans who disproportion-
ately benefit at the common person’s expense.   
Shannon Polenik
Clear Lake, MN

TO THE EDITOR:
Should parents or political appointees determine 

what children learn in school? Political appointees are 
rewriting the social studies standards, as required by 
law.  But this law does NOT go through the Legis-
lature.  The committee sends the final report to the 
commissioner who initiates the rule-making process. 
Although there are no academic tests for social stud-
ies, K-12 students must earn credits towards gradu-
ation. The 32-page first draft promotes critical race 
theory and social justice agendas instead of traditional 
historical inquiry through examination of historical 
events. Students will not recite the Pledge of Alle-
giance—learn it’s only one symbol of patriotism.  
Students will not learn of the American Revolution, 
Civil War, world wars, the Holocaust, historic leaders 
like Washington and Jefferson.  Students will learn 
of the contributions of immigrants, but not of Ger-
mans and Scandinavians (colonizers, white privilege) 
who settled in Minnesota. Instead, students will learn 
of climate change, systemic racism, gender identity 
and equity, white privilege-Christianity-capitalism as 
determiners of success, 13th/14th/15th amendments 
as means to perpetuate discrimination, freedom and 
democracy as defined by victims of discrimination.
Contact: mde.commissioner@state.mn.us or mail: 
Commissioner Mary Cathryn Ricker, 1500 Highway 
36 West, Roseville, MN  55113. Send letters and 
emails now.  Make your voice heard.    
Barry VanBuren
Clearwater, MN

By Bill Morgan, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

The Becker Bass Team 
Registration held an infor-
mational meeting Feb. 9 
and families were able to 
learn about the team, meet 
a few coaches, turn in pa-
perwork and start planning 
the season.  

During the season, 
students are encouraged to 
attend a variety of events 
related to the Bass Team 
including classroom educa-
tion, fishing on local lakes 
and rivers and volunteer at 
events.  

“Our goal is to get kids 
fishing,” said Head Coach 
Dusty Wright.  “Our pro-
gram is in its fifth year and 
it is growing.” 

Wright said they  
started with 19 students in 
2017 and had grown to 70 
participants last year. Al-
most 1/3 of the students 
attending the meeting are 
new to the program and 
Wright says it is all possible 
because the team has awe-
some coaches, families and 
sponsors. 

“Many of the original 
coaches do not have stu-
dents on the team,” said 
Wright. “They just love 
to fish.  Fishing isn’t just 
about being in a boat catch-
ing fish.  We emphasize 
good sportsmanship and 

encourage family involve-
ment. We also have fun.” 

The Becker Bass Team 
was one of the most suc-
cessful teams in Minnesota 
last year.  They racked up 
winnings at multiple tour-
naments including seven 
teams qualified for SATT 
State Championship on 
Lake Mille Lacs (second 
and fourth places), Min-
nesota SATT Team of the 
Year Points (first, second, 
fifth, seventh places — no 

other team had more than 
one in the top 10)! 

Three teams to Nation-
als (18th out of 300 boats) 
and multiple first, second, 
third and fourth place fin-
ishes at a variety of lakes.  
The team won over $6,000 
in scholarships for 2020! 

Charlie Wright, (son of 
Dusty) is attending college 
on a fishing scholarship for 
2021! 

The Becker team even 
sold the winning ticket for 

the 2020 Rapala Boat Raf-
fle — what a year! 

The team is already 
competing in an on-line ice 
fishing competition.  Stu-
dents can enter different 
species daily into an app.  
Pictures are suggested for 
the “Big Fish.”  All entries 
are on the honor system. At 
the end of the ice fishing 
season, multiple prizes will 
be awarded.  Once the reg-
ular fishing season starts, 
the team starts to focus on 
Bass. 

It is not too late to join 
the team!  

If students are inter-
ested, look at the website  
BeckerBassTeam.com or 
on the Becker Bass Team 
Facebook page.  Both sites 
contain information about 
the team including contact 
information, educational 
videos and pictures.  Stu-
dents are asked why they 
want to be on the Becker 
Bass Team.  Some an-
swered, “I like fishing, Bass 
fishing sounds like fun, and 
You can catch big fish!” 

A new member men-
tioned she wants to be on 
the team because, “It will 
give me something to do 
this summer other than sit 
at home.” 

The most common an-
swer was, “It’s fun!”

Coaches are Dusty 
Wright, Tim Forsythe, Chad 

Earney, Chad Steffens, 
Tom Klimek, Matt Paumen 
and assistants, Matt Quick, 
Terry Inman, Todd Schultz, 
Dan Hyttsten, Eli Martin, 
Jayme Doucette, Todd Mat-
vick, Barry Mowers, Tony 
Foecke, Jared Bistodeau, 
Jacob Novak, Michael 
Bond, Aaron Vetsch, Tony 
Graning, Brandon Doering, 

Greg Bowles, Dave Al-
brecht, Jake Wilhelm, Clay-
ton Taylor, Chad McKay, 
Kory McCalla, Mike Koe-
nig, Chris Halvorson, Joe 
Meyer, Matt (Buzz) Simon-
son, Todd Martindale and 
Steve Hosier.

MATTHEW HUFFMAN had a nice crappie for the winter contest.  (Submitted 
Photo).

Becker Bass team gears up for 5th season

HANNAH HYTTSTEN won a $500 scholarship last year. (Submitted Photo).

By Mark Kolbinger, 
Contributing Writer

The Becker Bulldogs 
wrestling team continues to 
dominate its opponents, as 
they picked up six convincing 
wins in the past two weeks.

February 4th, the team 
mauled the Mora Mustangs 
by a score of 46-16.

“It was a nice win 
against Mora,” said coach 
Matt Aho.  “They have sev-
eral ranked wrestlers and they 
have been a very competi-
tive team for us throughout 
the last few years. There were 
some very tight matches in 
that dual, as we won three 
matches that went into over-
time.”

Both programs are fa-
miliar with one another after 
wrestling together in the 
Granite Ridge Conference 
for several years.  Becker 
picked up wins in 11 of the 
14 matches and once again 
showed strength at the upper 
weights, there they picked up 
three of their four pins in the 
match.

Becker wins: Kaden 
Nicolas (major decision 106), 
Landen Kujawa (decision 
113), Drew May (decision 
120), Ethan Duncombe (de-
cision 132), Kaden Rish (de-
cision 138), Lukas Paulson 
(fall 145), Mason Doucette 
(decision 152), Adam Jurek 
(decision 160), Kylen Rish 
(fall 170), Caden DeWall (fall 
195), Dylan Kolby (fall 285).

58-9 over Huskies
February 5th, the Bull-

dogs wrestled in a Tri-
angular and completely 
dominated the competition.  
They opened the night with a 
drubbing of the Albany Hus-
kies.  After splitting the first 
four matches, Becker went 
on a tear and won the final 10 
matches.

Becker wins: Nicolas 
(tech fall 106), Kujawa (fall 
113), Duncombe (fall 132), 
Rish (fall 138), Paulson 
(major decision 145), Dou-
cette (major decision 152), 
Jurek (decision 160), Rish 
(fall 170), Tyson Ricker (de-

cision 182), DeWall (forfeit 
195), Bryce Kuschel (deci-
sion 220), Kolby (forfeit 285).

Blank the Sting
In the nightcap, the Bull-

dogs went a perfect 14-0 in 
matches en route to a 75-0 
shutout win over Spectrum 
High School.  The Sting were 
completely overmatched with 
their thin lineup, but did give 
a few Becker wrestlers a good 
match.

“Spectrum is a newer 
team with a first year head 

coach, so they are just get-
ting underway,” said Aho.  
“They also had several for-
feits in their lineup. However, 
Landen Kujawa did have to 
beat a ranked wrestler from 
Spectrum to help us get the 
shoutout.”

Despite the lopsided 
scores, Aho continues to be 
happy with how hard his 
athletes are working to keep 
improving as the season 
progresses.  Recently, the 
MSHSL announced there 

will be postseason competi-
tion so the coaches and play-
ers are focused on peaking at 
the right time.

“Albany and Spectrum 
are both teams that are in our 
section,” said Aho.   “So, the 
wins we had against them 
are important come section 
time.”

Becker wins: Nicolas 
(fall 106), Kujawa (decision 
113), May (fall 120), Ryan 
Boecker (forfeit 126), Dun-
combe (fall 132), Rish (de-
cision 138), Paulson (forfeit 
145), Doucette (forfeit 152), 
Jurek (decision 160), Rish 
(forfeit 170), Dylan Weber 
(fall 182), DeWall (forfeit 
195), Bryce Kuschel (forfeit 
220), Kolby (forfeit 285).

Taming the cats
Last Thursday, the team 

picked up a conference win 
by taming the Chisago Lakes 
Wildcats by a score of 71-9.  
Becker picked up seven for-
feit wins in the match and 
also saw Kylen Rish record 
his 100th win as a Becker 
Bulldog.

The same night, Becker 
nearly shut out the Rush City 
/ Braham Tigers, coming up 
with a 74-4 victory.  Becker 
amassed 10 pins in the con-
test, many within the first 
period.

Metro Mauling
Last Friday, the team 

traveled to the metro area and 
came away with two impres-
sive wins: 84-0 over Colum-
bia Heights and 63-15 over 
Fridley.

In the opening win over 
the Hylanders, Caden De-
Wall picked up his 100th 
career win.  It was a night of 
perfection for the Bulldogs, 
as they scored 84 team points 
and surrendered zero.  Nine 
forfeits and five pins led to 
the lopsided affair.

In the win over the Frid-
ley Tigers, the Bulldogs con-
tinued their dominance over 
the feline mascot teams and 
were aided by six pins.  A 
big highlight for Becker was 
Lukas Paulson’s 150th career 
victory.

LUKAS PAULSON reached a huge milestone in his wrestling career as he re-
cently picked up his 150th career win for the Bulldogs (Submitted Photo).

Bulldog wrestlers dominating opponents

Caden DeWall recorded his 
100th career victory for the Bulldog 
wrestling team last week. (Submitted 
Photo).

KYLEN RISH recorded his 100th 
career victory for the Bulldog wrestling 
team last week. (Submitted Photo).
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Sponsor! Call 
763.275.0275 to 
secure your ad

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Appreciative of our 
local newspaper! 

We proudly support 
our communities

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Monday-Friday 9am-5pm

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Call us for 
your business 

insurance needs.

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Monday-Friday 9am-5pm

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Bundled options 
available, call today 

for your quote.

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Monday-Friday 9am-5pm

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Life insurance, make 
sure you have the 
right protection.

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Monday-Friday 9am-5pm

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.,
6000 American Parkway Madison, WI 53783

Do you own a boat, 
ATV, motorcycle or 
RV? Call today for a 

free quote.

Amy Chmielewski
Agency, Inc.

13612 1st St, Ste 1 - Becker, MN
763-261-5959

Monday-Friday 9am-5pm

PROUD SPONSOR
OF THE 

NEWSPAPER,
EVENTS, ACTIVITIES

AND BUSINESSES
IN OUR LOCAL

COMMUNITIES!

763-262-5850
tjpottertrucking.com

Grateful for our 
community newspaper 

and all the events 
covered in our 

surrounding areas!

612.298.3608
Sarawaytashek 

@edinarealty.com

Good Luck Athletes!

IT’S TIME TOIT’S TIME TO

SELL!SELL!
With the Neighborhood Real Estate 

Team you can TRUSTTRUST. 
Matt and Lindsay Marquette

Full-service
client care with

Contact 
us for details

REDUCEDREDUCED
COMMISSIONSCOMMISSIONS

Matt
612.298.9554

Realtor

Lindsay
612.298.9558

Client Care
13350 1st St, Becker, MN • 763-261-4464

(Next to Becker Furniture World)

M-F 8am - 6pm  •  Sat 8am - 5pm  •  Sun 10am - 3pm
Becker

Kids Eat Free All Month!
Kids 12 and 

under eat free 
with the 

purchase of an 
adult meal every 
day in February.

Hwy. 10 & Main St., Rice • 320-393-4100

Store Hours:
Mon-Fri - 10 am to 6 pm
Sat - 10 am to 4 pm, Sun closed

• New & Off-lease PCs and laptops
• On-site tech support (business or home)
• Computer & laptop repair (PC & Mac)
• Data Recovery
• Upgrades & Virus Removal
• Computer Tune-ups

Sales • Service • Support

320.654.9703
We Create Solutions!

2946 West Division Stree • Behind

Denied by work comp? Been told “you have 
no case?” With over 40 years of experience, I have 
helped thousands of people that have been denied 
work comp benefits, or told they do not have a case.  
    Consultation is free!   
   You have nothing to lose!Drewski Law Office, PLLC

Workers’ Compensation Attorney

By Bill Morgan, Staff Writer
reporter.bill@patriotnewsmn.com

The varsity team scored 
their season high and also 
had season highs on three 
of the four events as the 
Big Lake Gymnastics team 
beat Princeton, 140.175 to 
110.925, improving to 3-1 
in the Mississippi 8 Con-
ference last Thursday. 

Some of the girls added 
difficulty to their routines 
which increased their start 
values and led to higher 
scores. 

“The girls have been 
working very hard every-
day in practice in order to 
make those upgrades hap-
pen,” said Co-Head Coach 
Lanny Goldsmith. “We 
also are seeing more con-
sistency in the routines and 
vaults we are training/com-
peting along with a couple 
girls coming back from in-
juries.” 

Because Goldsmith has 
such a deep and somewhat 
young team, there have 
been lots of competition for 
spots. 

“It’s fun to see them 
support each other but also 
push each other for those 
opportunities to compete,” 
he said. 

The team is ranked #5 

in the first Class A state 
gymnastics rankings of the 
season. 

Varsity Vault 
A season high of 36.35. 

Big Lake had the top five 
varsity scores in Grace 
Kluk 8.5; Ava Heinen 8.7; 
Allie Goracke 8.95; Lola 
Visci 9.225 and Britney 
Krumrei 9.5.

Varsity Bars 
The Hornets had the 

top five varsity scores in 

Katie Goracke 7.75; Sam 
Merten 7.85; Krumrei  7.9; 
Kluk 8.25 and Visci 9.2.

Varsity Beam 
A season high of 35.3 

a sBig Lake had five of 
the top six varsity scores 
in Allie Lu 7.95; Kenna-
die Ell 8.5; Visci 8.6; Au-
tumn Grunewald 8.725 and 
Krumrei 9.475.

Varsity Floor 
Another season high 

of 35.325 with the Hornets  

having the top five varsity 
scores in Visci 8.1; Ava 
Eastman 8.25; Ell 8.875; 
Amber Grunewald 8.925 
and Krumrei 9.275. 

Varsity All-Around
Visci 35.125; Krumrei 

36.15.
JV Squad 
The JV team also won 

last Thursday and improved 
to 4-0 in the M8C, beating 
the Tigers 129.75 to 87.4. 

“These girls have also 
been pushing consistency 
and upgrades in their rou-
tines as well,” said Coach 
Goldsmith. “Due to injuries 
and a few girls stepping up 
into varsity roles, our JV 
lineup has fluctuated some-
what throughout the season 
but the girls are handling 
the new roles and opportu-
nities incredibly well.”

Top 3 JV Vault Scores
Kennadie Ell 8.5; 

Grace Gardner 8.5; Autumn 
Grunewald 8.35; Grace 
McCrone 8.35.

Top 3 JV Bars Scores
Grunewald 8.1; Mc-

Crone 7.7; Ell 7.45.
Top 3 JV 
Beam Scores
Grunewald 8.8; Mc-

Crone 8.4; Sam Merten 
8.35.

Top 3 JV Floor Scores
Grunewald 8.2; Tay-

lor Schreifels 8.0; Hannah 
Horvath 7.75.

JV All-Around
Hannah Horvath 31.35.
Combined 
All-Around
Grunewald 33.375; Ell 

33.325.

HANNAH HORVATH performed 
on bars at a recent Hornet meet. 
(Photo by Paul Krumrei).

Hornets scratch out another win over Tigers

JOLIENE HWAH sprinted during her floor routine last week. (Photo by Paul 
Krumrei).

By Captain Josh Hagemeister

If you actually think 
tip-ups are only for ice 
fishing walleyes and pike  
— you’re dead bait wrong!

I’ve been using this 
non-finesse technique for 
panfish for years, and now 
it’s your turn! Today‘s tip-
ups are more than sensitive 
enough to produce crap-
pies (and bluegills) when 
used as a stealthy search 
weapon.  

In the dialogue of ice 
fishing panfish, the term 
“tip-up” doesn’t come to 
fruition much.  The fact is 
that it’s almost impossible 
to verify fishing spots try-
ing to watch a bobber while 
searching/probing other 
areas with a jig/spike/worm 
combo.  And frankly, with 
the unattended line laws 
involved — there is more 
slack and distance in using 
a tip-up being used than a 
“dead stick” or a bobber 
line.  

It all started 
years ago when 
I began catch-
ing  huge 
crappies on 
tip-ups when 
fishing for 
s u s p e n d e d 
w a l l e y e s 
using shiner 
m i n n o w s . 
Long story 
sho r t ,  I ’ ve 
adapted my tech-
niques and tackle to 
effectively catch huge 
bluegills and crappies using 
tip-ups!   

There’s no real secret 
other than thinking outside 
the box.  It’s very similar 
to the not-so-new trend 
of using jigging Rapalas 
all summer long.  Once I 
locate my fishing spot(s) 
(and actually marked fish 

through the ice using my 
Vexilar) of choice, I will 
drill a few holes in the area 
and begin to catch and ver-
ify the numbers and size of 
fish.  I actively search for 
fish, moving from hole to 
hole.  I typically only drill 
5-8 holes to avoid spook-
ing any fish—especially if 
the water is less than 20 ft. 
deep.  

The first thing I do is 
set a tip-up at the level the 

Vexi lar 

l o c a t e d 
fish are hanging at.  The 
tip-up is loaded with the 
usual braided black tip-up 
type line with a small 
snap swivel on it so I can 
quickly switch from pike/
walleye over to panfish by 
simply attaching a different 
6’ leader.  For the panfish, 

I prefer 3-4 lb. Berkley 
Trilene XL monofilament.  
I like the monofilament 
to stretch when the fish 
“inhales” the bait.  This 
lessens the odds of the bait 
being stripped or the fish 
feeling the tension due to 
the tip—up.  Non-stretch 
line is not recommended 
for this application.  

On the fish end of the 
business is a #8 octopus 
hook anchored with a small 
split shot about 7-8 inches 
from the hook (typically 
red during the day or glow 
when the light conditions 
are closer to the dark side)  
with a lively killer crappie 
minnow on it—hooked 
behind the dorsal fin by 
the way. I adjust the tip-up 
sensitivity a little on the 
light side to be safe.  Pick 
a hole and letr’ rip.  Con-
tinue searching the other 
pre-drilled holes and keep 
a close eye on the tip –up.  

Once the flags start fly-
ing, jump on the line and 
set the hook.  If there is a 
hole where flags are fly-
ing, get that tip –up out of 
there and start jigging with 
the rod in hand and trans-
plant the tip-up in another 
hole and continue the 
sequence.  The tip-up is 
used as a search weapon 
only—remember that.  

Tip-up search, jig destroy!  
And there you go, simple 
and sweet.  Imagine this 
system with five of your 
friends!  Lotsa Fish! Lotsa 
Fun!  

Captain Josh Hage-
meister, Minnesota Fishing 
Guide Service.  320-291-
0708, 218-732-9919, www.
minnesotaguideservice.
com, www.minnesotaice-
fishhouserental.com.

Tip–ups for Pan Fish—Yes! I said that

By Captain 
Josh Hagemeister

Proudly serving the communities of Becker, Big 
Lake, Clear Lake and Clearwater!

We appreciate your business and readership!
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