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official newspaper for Clear 

Lake, Clearwater, Orrock, 
Palmer & Santiago Town-

ships, City of Becker, Becker 
Township and Becker School 
District #726, City of Big Lake 
and Big Lake School District 
#727. The Patriot is also the 

legal newspaper for the 
Sherburne County financials.
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OBITUARIES
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SPORTS STORIES
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Display & Classified Ads.

WEBSITE
Check out each week’s 
content at our website: 

www.patriotnewsmn.com

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
The Patriot welcomes 

letters to the editor. 
Call 763-275-0275 

or email Bill at
reporter.bill@

patriotnewsmn.com
Addresses and phone 

numbers are required for 
verification purposes.  

The deadline for all letters is 
11 am Wednesday.  Limit 

letters to 200 words or less.
Letters will be printed at the 
discretion of the Editor and 

are subject to editing for 
grammar, libel and brevity. 
Two letters per writer per 

subject each year.

OBITUARIES:
Obituaries are $75 prepaid. 
The Editor reserves the right 

to edit lengthy obituaries.

BUSINESS HOURS:
• Mon. - Wed. 8am to 5pm, 

• Thurs. 8am to 3pm  
• Friday CLOSED

SUBSCRIPTION RATES: 
$100 annually, $50 for six 

months, $25 for three months 
or $9a month.

SUBMITTED MATERIAL:
There will be a $50 charge for 
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announcement 
pictures.  The Patriot is not 
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received by telephone.
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By Bill Morgan, 
Editor

&harges filed recently 
in 6herburne &ounty in the 
10th Judicial District allege 
that three former employ-
ees of the &ity of &lear 
LaNe defrauded the city of 
over $200,000 from late 
2022 through 2023.

7he former employees, 
.ari .oren (former clerN), 
&had .oren (retired fire-
fighter) and Dustin Luh-
ning (former public worNs 
director), each face felony 
counts of theft and embez-
zlement of public funds.

According to a state-
ment of probable cause in 
the criminal complaint, the 
6herburne &ounty 6heriff’s 
2ffice received a financial 
fraud complaint from the 
city in April of 2024, alleg-
ing that the three employees 
had been stealing funds.

A forensic accountant 
was subseTuently hired to 
investigate the financial 
activity of the city from 
1ovember 1, 2022 until 

December 31, 2023, and the 
review included credit card 
statements, vendor billing, 
payroll records, disburse-
ments and banN statement 
activity.

AnoNa &ounty officials 
performed the investigation 
and signed the affidavits in 
the charging documents.

7hose records indicate 
that Luhning originally 

claimed that wage overpay-
ments made to him were 
a mistaNe.  Furthermore, 
he claimed that purchases 
from Luner ETuipment 
and Discount 6upply and 
ETuipment ³saved the city 
Tuite a bit of money´.    +e 
later admitted to creating 
accounts for those ven-
dors and profiting from 
the amounts the city paid 

for the purchases.  In all, 
Luhning’s financial fraud is 
alleged to have been in the 
amount of $�1,0��.45.

&had .oren is accused 
of using a city credit card 
for personal purchases 
and defrauding the city of 
$4,9��.1�.  .oren provided 
a voluntary statement to the 
AnoNa &ounty 6heriff’s 
2ffice in which he admitted 

that ³money was tight´ and 
things had snowballed.

.ari .oren’s alleged 
illegal activity included 
payroll overpayment and 
fraudulent purchases to-
taling $125,21�.3�.  Ac-
cording to the charging 
documents, ³defendant 
.ari .oren wrote a letter 
to the &ity &ounsil (sic) 
during the investigation. 
6he claimed that her ac-
tions were not intentional 
and that the errors in her ac-
counting were either due to 
a software issue or because 
she forgot to reimburse the 
city for miscellaneous per-
sonal items.´

Later, on June 25, 
.oren provided a voluntary 
statement to AnoNa &ounty, 
indicating ³she was going 
through some personal is-
sues and financial hardship 
during that time period.´

&ourt records indicate 
that all three are scheduled 
for remote hearings on Jan-
uary 14, 202� in 6herburne 
&ounty 10th District &ourt.

FORMER CITY CLERK
Kari Koren has been charged 
with theft and embezzlement 
totaling over $125k. (Patriot 
Archive Photo).

FORMER CLEAR LAKE EMPLOYEES 
CHARGED WITH THEFT, EMBEZZLEMENT

FORMER CLFD CAP-
TAIN Chad Koren has been 
charged with theft and em-
bezzlement totaling nearly 
$5k. (Patriot Archive Photo).

FORMER PUBLIC WORKS 
SUPERVISOR Dustin Luhning 
has been charged with theft 
and embezzlement totaling 
over $71k. (Patriot Archive 
Photo).

By Mark Kolbinger, 
Contributing Writer

An organized, sophis-
ticated phishing scheme 
targeting BecNer township 
residents was discussed 
at Monday’s town board 
meeting.

7ownship &lerN Lu-
cinda Messman talNed 
about the ongoing issue, 
wherein the fraudsters are 
liNely utilizing artificial in-
telligence to comb through 
township records and then 
create very realistic emails 
soliciting funds online.

Most often, the ma-

licious emails utilize per-
sonalized information and 
official looNing logos to 
impersonate township staff 
who then reTuest a wire 

transfer to pay for recent 
zoning and permitting ser-
vices.

Messman explained 
that the township is doing 

what they can on their end, 
encoding information and 
utilizing I7 staff to help 
safeguard information.  

³As a township, we do 
not send emails to people 
asNing for money,´ Mess-
man explained, adding that 
people of all ages are being 
targeted.  ³:e are old fash-
ioned and encourage people 
to come into the 7own +all 
and write a checN . . . we 
never use or asN for wire 
transfers.´

Board &hair Brian .ol-
binger noted the authentic 
looN of the phishing corre-
spondence.

³7hese reTuests looN 

very real,´ .olbinger noted.  
³:e’re doing what we can, 
but we want to get the word 
out to people about what’s 
happening.´

6upervisor  Brad 
:ilNening’s name has been 
fraudulently used in some 
of the phishing attempts, 
and he offered another tip 
for the general public.

³7hey are not only 
using AI, but also they add 
a sense of urgency (to de-
mand people to pay imme-
diately),´ :ilNening noted.

Lucinda and the board 

Sophisticated phishing scheme targets Becker Twp

By Gary W. Meyer, 
Contributing Writer

( E D I T O R ’ S  N O T E :  
F o r me r  C i t i z e n  E di t or  
G ar y  W . M e y e r  r e t u r ne d 
O ct . 16 f r om a 15- day  t our  
t o W or ld W ar  I I  war  sit e s in 
E u r op e ,  v isit ing t h e  cou n-
t r ie s of  G e r many ,  A u st r ia,  
H olland,  B e lgiu m  and 
F r ance . T he  t our  was or ga-
niz e d b y  E d-V e nt u r e s,  I nc. 
of  R och e st e r ,  M N . F ollow-
ing is tKe fiUst of tZo stoUies 
of  t hat  e x pe r ie nce )

T he B ridge at 
R emagen
It was March,1945. 

7he American war effort, 
coupled with the service of 
our Allied countries, had 
gone well. :e had broNen 
through the *erman de-
fenses at 1ormandy, had 
liberated 3aris and &aen, 
France, in July, 1944 - and 
had progressed eastward 
into *ermany.

7he *ermans occa-
sionally put up stout de-
fenses and waited at the 
5hine 5iver. 7he 5ema-
gen Bridge was an arterial 
piece of the *erman war 
effort in each the First and 
6econd :orld :ars, for 
it transported troops from 
that country to the west - 
and bacN to the east, as war 
strategies reTuired. It was 
doing just that in the spring 
of 1945. 5ecoiling *erman 

armies were looNing for ref-
uge - for protection - from 
the mounting Allied effort.

7he *ermans first 
wanted to protect the bridge 
so they could escape across 
it to the east. :hen their 
soldiers were across, it was 
decided to blow the thing 
up. 7he date was March �.

5aymond Brandl, a 
1ebrasNa soldier enlisted 
since 1941, was part of the 
action. +e was a member 
of the 104th Field Artillery 
8nit 409.7heir effort was 
to save the bridge so Amer-
ican troops, vehicles and 
supplies could transport 
eastward.

And that they did. 
2ver the next several days, 
the Americans were able 
to transport 1�,000 Allied 
forces across the bridge be-
fore it went down. Among 
the forces going East" *en. 
*eorge 3atton’s tanN divi-
sion. And British *eneral 
Montgomery was next in 
line. 

7he 5emagen bridge, 
located on the 5hine,15 
miles south of Bonn, was 
not the only bridge used by 
the Allies to access eastern 
locales in *ermany. But it 
was the one most fought-
over, and the one most 
coveted for its strategic lo-
cation.

<oung Brandl was on 
the bridge when it was cap-
tured. 7he capture of the 

5emagen Bridge and the 
strategic part it played in 
Americans further east into 
*ermany led to one of *er-
many’s biggest troop losses 
of the war. 7he Americans’ 
mission was to corral the 
*ermans on the east side 
of the river and combine 
them with *erman prison-
ers from the 5uhr indus-
trial area to the north. 7he 
Americans were able to 
taNe 300,000 out of service 
to the Fuhrer. 

7he large number of 
prisoners put too much of 
a strain on Allied supplies, 
and many *ermans died of 
disease and starvation be-
fore the Americans could 
recruit the French to taNe 
over those responsibilities.

D achau 
Concentration Camp
It was almost a year 

later before the service of 
5aymond’s older brother, 
John Brandl, came into 
focus. 6ergeant John 
Brandl, was serving with 
&ompany B, 524th Mili-
tary 3olice Battalion when 
his unit was dispatched to 
the Munich region of south 
central *ermany. 7heir 
focus" 7he Dachau &on-
centration &amp, which 
had the distinction of hav-
ing served as the only con-
centration camp in all of 

THE REMAGEN BRIDGE, which the Americans captured in 
March, 1945. Allied capture of the bridge led to a major break-
through against the Germans, ultimately resulting in the cap-
ture of 300,000 shortly thereafter. Raymond Brandl was on the 
bridge at the time of its capture. (Submitted Photo).

World War II stories become alive again

STACEY AND ANNETTE BRANDL, granddaughter of Ray-
mond Brandl and daughter of John Brandl. They were among 
our tour group of 20 in Europe in October. (Photo by Gary W. 
Meyer).

PHISHING
to page 2

WWII
to page 2
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T O  T HE  E D I T O R :
Picture a union on strike, 
workers refusing to fuel a 
system that doesn’t value 
them. B lackout the System is 
that strike on a national scale. 
Think of it as the American 
U nion: millions of us choos-
ing not to cross the picket 
line. From Nov. 25– Dec. 2, 
the message is simple: less 
working, less spending, less 
traveling, less feeding the 
beast. Major retailers have 
already pushed B lack Friday 
deals earlier, hoping to dodge 
the blackout. That alone 
shows they’re watching. C or-
porations answer to share-
holders, not to our families or 
our communities. And those 
same corporations bankroll 
the politicians who write our 
laws. Watchdogs like O pen-

Secrets and GAO  audits 
confirm it year after year� the 
system listens to money first. 
So let’s speak in the only lan-
guage it understands.Not ev-
eryone can strike from work 
for a full week, but everyone 
can do something, keep dol-
lars out of the machine!  This 
isn’t one march in one city. 
I t’s millions of steady, stub-
born Americans stepping 
back all at once. Spread the 
word. H O LD TH E  LI NE !  
Plan accordingly. And when 
you can, keep that line in 
place, make your boycott a 
long-term shift toward local, 
ethical, people-first busi-
nesses. O ur power grows 
when we use it TO GE TH E R.
V anessa D av enport
B ig L ak e,  MN

T O  T HE  E D I T O R :
B ig Lake C ity C ouncil  
(AK A B ig Lake E DA) has 
passed the following without 
B ig Lake taxpayer voice,vote,  
input or involvement: $ 33 
million dollars for new city 
hall. $ 1.2 million purchase of  
private property for Minne-
sota Ave extension. $ 600,000 
purchase of old high school.
Decided to demolition old 
H S. O k’d Auto Z one de-
velopment. 175 U nit Apart-
ment complex.  Multiple 
commercial developments. 
Purchased dilapidated Foley 
Ave building. And many 
more.  Tax payers are being 
denied a voice, a vote and 
transparency. Stop the un-
elected members of the E DA 
from skirting the O pen Forum 
statutes. This isn’t just arro-

gance of city council and city 
management, it’s cowardice. 
Fight K ing K inear, and the 
unelected E DA members. 
NO  K I NGS I N B I G LAK E
G eorge Q uinn
B ig L ak e,  MN
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Adolph H itler’s 13 years of power.
Dachau was designed to hold some of H itler’s most-hated 

enemies, the mental and physically-defected - and his political 
enemies. B ut not long after its opening, Dachau began to serve 
a more ominous purpose - elimination of prisoners of war.

I n 194 1, Germany had been at war with its neighbors to 
the east for two years. And that included the Russians. So, what 
happens to Russian prisoners of war?  They get transported by 
train to Dachau, where their days are numbered. They are ex-
ecuted by firing sTuad shortly after stepping off the train. 7hat 
is, 4 ,000 of them.

Dachau was designed as a holding facility for prisoners of 
The Reich. Not so much as a killing institution. B ut the guides 
told our group that of its design for 4 4 ,000 inmates, likely 20 
percent did not survive it.

Annette B randl, daughter of the American military po-
liceman, recounts his stories about war against the Germans 
in E urope.

“People are meaner than animals,” he said of the German 
occupiers at Dachau. “H e told of the lampshades being made 
out of Jews’ skin, with tattoos on the shade. Gold being taken 
out of Jews’ mouths by the Germans, as well as cutting off the 
fingers of the men for jewelry.´

When B randl’s MP unit charged Dachau to liberate it in 
April,194 5, there were just two doz en or so Germans onsite. A 
TuicN fire fight dissolved the defense and then was the M3’s 
job to gain order and assure the prisoners their lives were no 
longer in jeopardy. 

B randl later noted many prisoners had no place to go, or 
were afraid for their safety outside the walls. H e was transferred 
away from Dachau in December, 194 5.

B randl told of earlier times, during his unit’s march across 
Europe - and of the fighting in fields and pastures. Farmers 
would give soldiers their bedsheets to the *I6 for camouflage 
cover. They used coffee grounds and egg to make coffee. They 
would also shoot cows for meat out in the field. 

John’s wife, Dorothea, recounted her memory of John, 
crying as he told a story about action in Normandy. H e had 
shot a 16-year-old German out of a tree.

John and Raymond B randl returned home to H umphrey, 
Nebraska after the war and lived out their lives at the farm, 
marrying and raising children in the peace and Tuiet of the Mid-
western prairie. Raymond died in 1999;  John in 2010.

T he E agles N est
There is a most-beautiful area of Germany called B ercht-

esgaden, where the Alps form above the lakes and communities 
in the far southeast. H itler recogniz ed it as his favorite play-
ground in 1932 and dispatched his business people to purchase 
properties up in the mountains from 700 residents, many of 
them against their will.

B ut, the Fuhrer persisted and was soon at work with his 
architects, designing E agles Nest, which he visited only 14  
times during his 14 -year reign. The work on his venture, which 
included an elevator capable of transporting 50 people, took 
only a year and a half to complete.

The O ctober day on which our group visited the E agles 
Nest started as a slightly rainy day down in the valley. B ut by 
the time our tour bus was halfway up its ascent, the rains turned 
into slushy snow. I t was a typical Minnesota wind-driven snow 
storm with temperatures at or below freez ing by the time we 
reached the top. A picture of oneself in front of +itler’s fire-
place and bowl of chili added to the scene.

N O T E :  7he petroleum-fueled buses were reTuired to 
stop and turn over their passengers midway up the ascent to 
electric-powered vehicles because of environmental rules. B ut 
the venue was indeed worth seeing, if only to appreciate the 
wonderful engineering of the time. An average 2,000 to 3,000 
people each day visit the site in the summer months.

THE BRANDL BROTHERS, John and Raymond, who were 
involved in major 1945 actions against the Nazis in Europe. 
(Submitted Photo).

DACHAU CONCENTRATION CAMP during our visit in Oc-
tober. It was primarily designed to house prisoners, though the 
Germans assassinated 4,000 captive Russian soldiers inside its 
walls in 1941. (Photo by Gary W. Meyer).

EAGLES NEST, atop the Alps Mountains in Southeastern 
Germany. On some days, it was above the clouds. (Submitted 
Photo).

WWII
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ended their public educa-
tion campaign by noting 
that the best thing to do is 
to call the Town H all and 
talk with a staff member if 
there is any doubt about the 
veracity of any email corre-
spondence.

I n other b usiness, 
the b oard:
•  H eard from Sgt. Dan 

Frank of the SC SO , who re-
ported on continued school 
bus stop arm violations -
four just in the past month 
alone.  Frank noted that 

enforcement action will be 
taken on this issue, as most 
buses have video footage 
evidence to aid in prosecu-
tion.

•  Listened to an update 
from Sherburne C ounty 
Administrator B ruce Mes-
selt, who covered a vari-
ety of topics from a pilot 
bus transit program to the 
county’s support of local 
post offices and data center 
development.

By Don Bellach, 
Contributing Writer

Prior to the Monday, 
November 17 meeting of 
the C lear Lake C ity C oun-
cil, extra chairs were put 
out in anticipation of resi-
dents showing up to inTuire 
about recent charges filed 
against former city em-
ployees.  

I n the period from 
Nov. 1, 2022 through Dec. 
31, 2023, former C ity 
C lerk K ari K oren has been 
accused of getting paid 
for hours not worked and 
fraudulent purchases total-
ing $ 125,217.37.  Former 
Public Works Director 
Dustin Luhning has been 
accused of the same with 
the total being $ 71,077.4 5.  
The filed complaint also 
accuses Fire Fighter C had 
K oren with making per-
sonal charges totaling 
$ 4 ,987.17 on city credit 
cards. 

C ouncil Member C had 
Nelson read a prepared 
statement, “ T h e  C i t y  is 
awar e  t h at  f or me r  cit y  e m-
p loy e e s K ar i K or e n,  C h ad 
K or e n, and D us t in L uhni ng 
we r e  ch ar ge d wit h  t h e f t  
and e mb e z z le me nt  of  p u b -
lic f unds .  T he  C it y  C ounc il 
b e came  awar e  of  p ot e nt ial 
financial issues in 2024 and 
r e t aine d a f or e nsic audi t or  
t o r e v ie w cit y  r e cor ds wit h  
t he  assist ance  of  t he  may or  
and a p r e v iou s cou ncil 
me mbe r .”   

Nelson continued.
“ T h r ou gh ou t  t h e  e n-

t ir e  p r oce ss,  cit y  st af f ,  t h e  
F ir e  D e p ar t me nt ,  and t h e  
cou ncil coop e r at e d wit h  
t h e  au dit or s and at t or ne y s 
to investigate.  City offi-
cials and st af f  we r e  u nde r  
st r ict  inst r u ct ions t o not  
discu ss t h e se  issu e s u nt il 
t h e  inv e st igat ion was com-
p le t e d and t h e  inf or mat ion 
made  p u b lic.  P u r su ant  t o 
t he  M inne sot a G ov e r nme nt  
D at a P r act ice s A ct ,  t h e  

cit y  cannot  div u lge  p r iv at e  
p e r sonne l dat a and t h e r e -
f or e  cannot  div ul ge  pr iv at e  
p e r sonne l dat a and t h e r e -
f or e  cannot  p r ov ide  f u r -
t h e r  comme nt s at  t h is t ime .  
P le ase  r e f e r  t o t he  cr iminal 
comp laint s f or  mor e  inf or -
mat ion.”

No one in attendance 
spoke during open forum.

N ew  R adios 
and Pagers
Fire C hief Ron K o-

ren’s reTuest for funds to 
purchase new radios and 
pagers for the C lear Lake 
Fire Department was ap-
proved.  K oren submitted 
a bid for seven Motorola 
APX  N30 Portable Radios 
totaling $19,929.49 and an-
other for six Motorola pag-
ers totaling $3,325.

Cost of  L ivi ng 
I ncrease
A resolution was 

passed that increases the 
C O L for city employees in 
2026 by 3% .  I n the future, 
cost of living will match 
the same percentage as the 
C O LA determined by the 
Social Security Adminis-
tration. 

O ther N ew s
The maximum amount 

for fees on cannabis busi-
nesses, as directed by the 
Minnesota 2ffice of &an-
nabis Management, was 
adopted by the city and will 
be put into effect immedi-
ately.    

C hris Goenner of St. 
Marcus C hurch, stood be-
fore the council reTuest-
ing that the city allow the 
church to make improve-
ments to an adjacent prop-
erty that would move water 
that accumulates after 
heavy rains from their park-
ing lot to a holding pond on 
the empty lot.  After much 
discussion, the reTuest was 
put on hold so that the city 
could further discuss possi-
ble future uses for the prop-
erty. 

City issues statement 
at Clear Lake Meeting

Submitted Article

C ongratulations to Tan-
ner Felton on being selected 
by the M8 Athletic Admin-
istrators as the “B SN” Mis-
sissippi 8 C onference Male 
Athlete of the Month for No-
vember. 

Felton was nominated 
by his home activities direc-
tor and then selected “most 
outstanding”  by all nine ad-
ministrators from the member 
schools at a recent conference 
meeting.

Tanner had a great sea-
son of C ross C ountry perfor-
mances helping to lead the 
B ulldogs to another regular 
season Mississippi 8 C onfer-
ence C hampionship and cul-
minating with an individual 
Section 5AA C hampionship 
as well as helping the B ull-
dogs win the Section 5AA 
Team C hampionship. At the 
State Tournament, Tanner 
finished in 22nd place, which 
was another All State perfor-
mance, and the B ulldog team 
finished in fourth place.

“Tanner is a great rep-
resentation of our school and 
the Mississippi 8 C onfer-
ence,” said Activities Direc-
tor Dave Niemi. “We are very 
proud of him for his leader-
ship and his help to guide the 
team to great accomplish-
ments this past season.”

7anner received a plaTue 
sponsored by B SN Sports.

BECKER ATHLETE TAN-
NER FELTON was selected by 
conference athletic adminis-
trators as Male Athlete for the 
month of November. (Submit-
ted Photo).

Felton named M8 Male 
Athlete for November

Submitted Article

C ongratulations to 
B ecker H igh School’s student 
athletes that recently signed 
their Letters of I ntent to attend 
college and compete in their 
respective sports next year. 

B ella H unter signed to 
compete in Women’s Soft-
ball at H amline U niversity in 
St. Paul, MN.

Parker Spindler signed 
to compete in Men’s C ross 
C ountry at the U niversity 
of Wisconsin-Green B ay in 
Green B ay, WI . 

“We are very proud of all 
that they have accomplished 
so far here as B ulldogs and 
we wish them all the best as 
they take the next steps in 
their lives after they graduate 
from B H S,” said C AA Activ-
ities Director Dave Niemi.

PARKER SPINDLER (L)
and Bella Hunter (R) signed 
LOIs to attend their future 
universities next fall. Spindler 
will be attending the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin-GreenBay 
while Hunter will be attend-
ing Hamline University in St. 
Paul. (Submitted Photo).

Spindler, Hunter sign LOIs

DAN GRUHLKE helped the Sherburne History Center cele-
brate Veterans Day with his lively historical presentation into 
the giant flag that served as the inspiration for the Star Span-
gled Banner (Patriot Photo by Mark Kolbinger). 

Veterans honored at SHC

By Bill Morgan, 
Editor

Last Saturday, Tom Prokof 
won the C lass A title of the Tur-
key Toss Tournament in B ecker 
with a 5-1 record, hitting the stake 
at a 58%  ringer clip. Prokof had 
a high game of 70%  in game # 5. 
B rad H eth of B laine won the sec-
ond place money in the four-per-
son C lass A with a 3-3 record and 

47.4% .
C lass B  went to a local pitcher, 

B rian Wipper of Rural Palmer. H e 
won five of six games with a 3�� 
average to taNe first place. 6arah 
Nelson of C ambridge had a 4 -2 
record on a 38.3%  to take second 
place priz es in the four-person 
class.

C lass C  had seven pitchers in 
the class and they were very close 
with only two games separating 

the pitchers. 7om 6trandTuist of 
Mayor won five-of-seven games 
to capture C lass C . H e averaged 
31.07 ringers. C olleen Sz abo of 
B elle Plaine tied John H ustings of 
Mahtomedi with a 4 -1/ 2 to 2-1/ 2 
record, but she won second by the 
tie-breaker. H ustings took third.

I n the six-person C lass D, Dale 
Novotny of Plymouth tied Steve 
Tross of Fraz ee with 4 -1 records. 
Novotny averaged 20.8%  and won 

the tie-breaNer to taNe first place 
while Tross had an 18%  ringer av-
erage for second place and Steve 
B arron of I nver-Grove H eights was 
third at 3-2 and a 15.2%  record.

The next horseshoe tourna-
ment will be the Reindeer Ringer 
C lassic on Saturday, Dec. 13 at the 
courts in B ecker. The American 
Legion will be serving a nice lunch 
for $7.

White Bear 
Laker wins 
Turkey Toss 
Tourney
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Looking to advertise? 
Call the patriot at 
763.275.0275 today!

Quality Building Supplies 
at Affordable Prices

Since 1975

BOOK YOUR ORDER!

Call for a FREE estimate
117th Ave., Milaca

(north end of Milaca off Central Ave)

BUILDING
$PECIAL$

320-983-6304 •1-800-818-1846

LATCHAM-LIND LUMBER &
POST FRAME BUILDINGS

Prices good through Sunday, November 30th, 2025

www.thebootshack.com
2221 Roosevelt Road • St. Cloud • 320-251-6872

We are the only store in the country that measures feet like they did in the old days, 
carrying Work & Western Boots in every size from 3-18 and Widths 4A-4E.

not valid with other discounts

Friday 8am-8pm • Saturday 10am-5pm • Sunday Noon-5pm

Black Friday Weekend 
at the Boot Shack!

10% OFF STORE-WIDE

Mens & Ladies Smartwool 
and Fits Socks

BUY 1 GET 2nd... 

HALF OFF!*
*Half priced item must be of equal or lesser value.

LARGE 
SELECTION 

OF KIDS BOOTS 

50% OFF 

Select Women’s 
Boots up to 

1/2 OFF!

Auctions

•••••• UPCOMING AUCTIONS ••••••

THIS IS A PARTIAL LISTING. B.P. & MN tax applies. 
See website for more: 
www.midwestauctions.com/sharer 
Keith Sharer Auction Service

320-267-1963

3825 Shadowood Dr. NE. Sauk Rapids, MN  
Directions: St. Cloud, E. on Hwy 23 Left 0n 40th (Follow Signs)

SUNDAY
NOVEMBER 23RD@ 11:00 AM

ANTIQUES, HOUSEHOLD , LARGE AMOUNT OF 
ADVERTISING & BEER SIGNS

SUNDAY
NOVEMBER 30TH@ 11:00 AM
ANTIQUES, HOUSEHOLD, TOOLS, COLLECTIBLES 

Antiques, Collectibles, Household & décor’, 
Furniture, Tools & outdoor, Yard & garden & Shop

Now Taking Consignments

BIDDING OPENING: WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 26
CLOSING: WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 3 | 1PM CST

2025

BIDDING OPENING: WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 26
Becker & Foley, Minnesota

A Representative will be available for bidding assistance at Jack & Jim’s December 3 at Noon
Jack & Jim’s | Duelm Rd NE, Foley, MN 56329

BIDDING OPENING: WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 26
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TIMED ONLINE
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1,547± ACRES1,5471,547± ACRES1,547± ACRES1,547
19 Tracts!

CLOSING: WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 3 | 1PM 
A Representative will be available for bidding assistance at Jack & Jim’s December 3 at Noon

Steffes Group, Inc., 23579 MN Hwy 22 S, Litchfield, MN 55355
SteffesGroup.com | (320) 693-9371

TERMS: Ten percent down upon signing purchase agreement, payable by cash or check.
Balance due at closing. There is 5% buyer’s premium on this auction. Scott Steffes MN14-51, MN81527; Eric Gabrielson MN47-006, MN40381547

scan for 
more info!

Call for a detailed Buyer’s Prospectus
with complete terms and conditions

STEFFES
REPRESENTATIVE

ERIC GABRIELSON,
(701) 238-2570

Steffes is pleased to offer 1,547± acres of 
farmland and recreational land, including 

four homes and a 650,000± grain 
handling facility on public auction. This 

is a rare opportunity to purchase a 
variety of parcels!

TRACT 13:
129.25± ACRES

TRACT 5
122.6± ACRES

By Bill Morgan, 
Editor

O n Thursday, Nov. 6 
Judge Walter K aminsky sen-
tenced Jonathan James Scha-
fer of B ecker to two years in 
prison and 364  days in county 
jail with credit for 175 days 
served, but stayed the prison 
sentence, meaning he won’t 
have to report to prison if he 
follows conditions of a three-
year probation. C onditions 
include completing chemical 
dependency treatment and not 
using alcohol or drugs. 

Schafer pled guilty in 
September to both felony 
failure to stop after a colli-
sion resulting in death and 
fourth-degree driving while 
impaired. H is passenger was 
identified as 23-year-old Julia 
Marie Marthaler of Nisswa.

Schafer 
Sentenced 

for 
Girlfriend’s 

Death

JONATHAN SCHAFER
was sentenced last week by 
Judge Walter Kaminsky. (Ar-
chive Photo Courtesy of Sher-
burne County Sheriff’s Dept).

14068 Bank St., becker
(ACROSS FROM SHERBURNE STATE BANK)

Hours: Sun-Thurs 11am-9pm Fri & Sat 11am-10pm

DINE IN ONLY! • MUST PRESENT 

COUPON • ONE COUPON PER VISIT

763-275-0270

 $50 or 
more!

$10 OFF$10 OFF
EXPIRES: December 5, 2025

By Mark Kolbinger, 
Contributing Writer

It was a best-ever fin-
ish for the B ecker Swim-
ming and Diving team at 
last week’s MSH SL State 
Swimming and Diving 
C hampionships.

“O verall, it was the 
best showing we’ve had at 
the state meet,” C oach Tina 
Tamm said.  “Five medal 
winners, two relays, and 
12th place as a team - all 
things we haven’t done be-
fore.”

I n the preliminary 
rounds, Maggie Graning 
performed great on her 
first eight dives to advance 
to the final round in fifth 
place.

I n Saturday’s finals, 
Graning was again stellar in 
her final three dives and se-
cured a spot on the podium 
with a fifth place finish in 
state.

I n another Thursday 
prelim performance, the 
200 medley relay team of 
Laila C ook, I z z a Mork, 
Grace Mork, and Mia Suel-
ter finished in 1�th place, 
just missing the chance to 
swim in the consolation 
heat on 6aturday by .�0 
seconds.

Grace Mork also had 
a great prelim round in the 
200 free, swimming an-
other personal best time and 
bettering her Section record 
to earn a place in the finals.  

Grace also swam the 
prelims in the 500 free, 
earning a spot next to the 
top seed where she finished 
just one second behind to 
place second and earn a 
spot in the finals.

O n Saturday, Grace 
faced off against the top 
swimmers in the state and 
performed admirably, earn-
ing an eighth place finish in 

the 200 free race.
Next, Grace was up for 

the finals in the 500 free, 
and Tamm had high praise 
for her performance.

“Grace left everything 
she had in the pool for that 
race,” Tamm said.  “She 
held her second place spot 
but she made the girl in first 
work for her medal.”

Another preliminary 
round performer was I z z a 
MorN, who swam in the 200 
I M and she achieved a nota-
ble commendation from her 
coach.

“O ne of her goals has 
been to break the record 
for this event,” Tamm said.

“She has put a lot of effort 
into this and achieved that 
goal during the prelims on 
Friday by eclipsing K elly 
Schwantz ’s record from 
1996.”

With the effort, I z z a 
advanced to the finals on 
Saturday where she placed 
eighth in the 200 IM and 
received a podium appear-
ance.

I z z a also swam the 
prelims for the 100 breast-
stroke and fell just short of 
the school record by less 
than one second, earning 
herself a place in the finals 
where she went on to finish 
fifth.

“She got closer to the 
record but didn’t break 
it this time,” Tamm said.
“We have no doubt that she 
will do it next season.”

The last event of the 
weeNend was the 400 free 
relay and I z z a Mork, Laila 
C ook, K andell H agen, and 
Grace Mork finished in 
15th place .

O verall, Tamm was 
elated with her team’s per-
formance.

“I t was a great end to a 
great season,” Tamm con-
cluded.

MEDAL WINNERS. Izza 
Mork, Maggie Graning and 
Grace Mork each earned 
podium appearances at the 
MSHSL state swimming and 
diving championships. (Sub-
mitted Photo)

Bulldog swimmers and divers excel at state

Congratulations
BECKER SWIM AND DIVE 

TEAM ON A GREAT SEASON!
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Classifieds                                     Week of November 23, 2025             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

        
MISCELLANEOUSWANTED TO BUY

MISCELLANEOUS

WANTED: 
ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES

Running or not. Titled or not. Will pick 
up. Cash in exchange. Sell now before 
prices fall. Call Dan at 612/720-2142

WE BUY HOUSES 
for cash AS IS! No repairs. No fuss. 
Any condition. Easy three step 
process: Call, get cash off er and get 
paid. Get your fair cash off er today by 
calling Liz Buys Houses: 844/978-0683

SAFE STEP
North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. 
Comprehensive lifetime warranty.
Top-of-the-line installation and ser-
vice. Now featuring our FREE shower
package and $1,600 off  for a 
limited time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 833/966-3882

DON’T LET THE STAIRS 
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY!

Discover the ideal solution for anyone
who struggles on the stairs, is con-
cerned about a fall or wants to 
regain access to their entire home. 
Call AmeriGlide today! 866/852-5506

GET A BREAK ON YOUR TAXES!
Donate your car, truck, or SUV to 
assist the blind and visually 
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost 
vehicle pickup and secure a generous 
tax credit for 2025. Call Heritage for 
the Blind Today at 844/220-9501 today! 

GET DISH 
SATELLITE TV + INTERNET!

Free install, free HD-DVR 
upgrade, 80,000 on-demand movies,
plus limited time up to $600 
In gift cards. Call today! 855/562-4309

Classi  ed Advertising 
That is EASY

Your newspaper 
representative can 
provide complete 

details or you can call 
MNA: 612/332-8844

The Minnesota Classi  ed 
Advertising Network

Make an impact with your 
advertising dollar with 

classi  ed advertising that 
reaches over 1MILLION 

READERS

STATEWIDE ADS ONLY $279

OUTDOOR FURNACES NO-
TICE - Outdoor furnace, parts 
and supplies are in high de-
mand and have limited avail-
ability. With approximate lead 
times of about 8 months, plan 
and look ahead. Reserve now 
to have one to install for this 
summer or fall installation. We 
feature Central Boiler furnaces 
and products for complete in-
stallation. We have financing 
available, and up to a $2,000 
tax credit available on select 
models. Reserve today. Call 
or go online, 763-972-6255; 
classactfurnace.com.       ________________________

Outdoor Furnaces
220 USED CARS to choose 
from. We also BUY used cars. 
Guaranteed Approval! Morrie’s 
Auto Connection, 559 Hwy 10, 
St. Cloud (next to the red barn 
Dairy Queen). 320-229-1900. 
Apply online at: 
www.MorriesAutoConnection.com
________________________

Used Cars

To place your ad, call 763.275.0275 or stop by our office at 
14054 Bank Street, Becker • Website: www.patriotnewsmn.com

MURPHY
CHEVROLET

N e w  &  U s e d  C a r s  &  T r u c k s
(320) 968-6239

www.murphychevrolet.com

Automotive

“PICKERS” ESTATE SALE. 
Cleaning out a 100-year-old 
estate.  No personal items 
included, but we do have an-
tique bed frames, antique fur-
niture, antique tools, antique 
items of interest such as pie 
safes, pump handles for wells, 
antique tool chest, antique gar-
den tools.   Saturday, Novem-
ber 8, 9-3:00.  220 Euclid Ave. 
Big Lake. 

Estate Sale

We slaughter in-house
Call to book an appointment!

FORMERLY T&R MEATS

105 PINE ST., CLEARWATER • 320-558-6390

We slaughter in-houseWe slaughter in-houseWe slaughter in-houseWe slaughter in-houseWe slaughter in-houseWe slaughter in-houseWe slaughter in-houseWe slaughter in-houseWe slaughter in-houseWe slaughter in-house

• Steaks • Pork Chops • Brats 
• Hot Dogs • Hamburgers 

• Chicken • Roasts & More!

Wild Game Trimming (Boneless only)

Pick up your �anksgiving 
and Christmas hams!

Keller Lake Commons in Big Lake, now an Assisted Living Community 
offering full apartments ranging from 644 to 956 square feet. Cable is included in rents 

for private pay and housing support (formerly known as GRH) renters. Accepting EW and 
CADI. For more information please contact Nicole Gilder, Housing Director at 

763-263-2363 or check us out online at www.kellerlakecommons.com

Holidays Fast Approaching

Golden Nursery
& Tree Farm

Cut your own Balsam 
Fir or  Colorado Spruce
5-14-ft. Only $28
All Varieties of Pre-Cut 
Trees & Wreaths

H O U RS:  M on - T h u r s n oon - 7 p m
F ri - Sa t - Su n  9 am- 7 p m

Golden
Nursery*

Rice

C
o 

R
d

. 
56

10

Since 1958!

21/2  miles E of Rice on Cty Rd.
12 & 1 mile N on Cty Rd. 56

T R E E S

(320) 393-2155

Open Nov. 22-Dec. 23

Thanksgiving Services� �� 
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14087 Bank Street Suite 3, Becker MN
Follow us on Facebook

Holiday Hours: 
Wed 9-5, Thurs 9-7, Fri 9-5, Sat 9-3

“Jingle at the Junction”
A Gift Shop Holiday Event

Nov. 29th & 30th - Dec. 6th & 7th
9 - 3 pm

hot cocoa, giveaways, music & fun! 
Featuring local artisans, 

home decor and More!

gift shop

320-391-6824

SANTIAGO LIONS

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7th, 2025
8:30 am – 11:30 am 

SANTIAGO TOWN HALL 
• B reak f ast is f or E v eryone!

• Photo O pportunity w ith S anta
• G if t B ag f or K ids

SERVING: BUILD YOUR OWN OMELETTE, PANCAKES, 
FRENCH TOAST, SAUSAGE LINKS, SCRAMBLED EGGS, 

MILK, JUICE, AND COFFEE

SPONSORED BY THE SANTIAGO LIONS CLUB

& BAKE SALE

Early 
Deadline!

       Due to the 
      Thanksgiving Holiday next   
   week, the Patriot will need 
   all legal and advertising 
submissions to be in our office  
     by 11 a.m. Tues., Nov. 25!

Early 
Deadline!

Due to the 
Thanksgiving Holiday 
next week, the Patriot 
will need all legal and 
advertising submissions 
to be in our office by 11 a.m. 
Tues., Nov. 25!

Early 
Deadline!

Due to the 
Thanksgiving Holiday 
next week, the Patriot 
will need all legal and 
advertising submissions 
to be in our office by 11 
a.m. Tues., Nov. 25!

thank you!

thank you!

thank you!

Early 
Deadline!

By Maria Moore, 
Contributing Writer

Last week, both the 
B ecker boys and girls cross 
country team came together 
for a night of celebration 
and awards banque t. 

The boys celebrated 
their accomplishments as 
they had “the most success-
ful season of the program’s 
history capped with a fourth 
place state team finish,´ ac-
cording to C oach Weege. 

B oth teams expressed 
gratitude at awards night, 
thanking both families and 
teammates. The B ulldogs 
were grateful for all the 
support they received this 
season and all the encour-
agement that helped them 
achieve their goals. 

The boys team earned 
a GPA of 3.893, which 
earned them the Gold 
Award from the Mississippi 
8 C onference and from the 
MN C oaches Association. 
Aiden Jacobs, Parker Spin-

dler, Weston Denne and 
C ooper Pany earned the 
All C onference Academic 
Award, while Parker Spin-
dler earned All State Aca-
demic honors for race and 
classroom performances. 

Weston Denne earned 
the Scholar Athlete pin for 
top GPA of the team. The 
coaches were proud that the 
team won six meets while 
maintaining a notable rank 
throughout the state. 

³7his crew is the first 
ever B ecker B oys and 
Girls shared C C  C onfer-
ence C hampionship, the 
first BecNer Boys and *irls 
shared C C  Section C hampi-
onship, and the highest ever 
BecNer Boys && team fin-
ish in the state,´ said +ead 
C oach Dustin Weege. 

“The girls’ ninth place 
finish marked the eighth 
time that they have been in 
the top-10 of the state,´ said 
Weege. 

The other awards 
for the boys team went 
as follows: Most V alu-

ab le T eammate - Alex 
Swanson;  Most D edi-
cated - Parker Spindler;  
Most I mprov ed  - Mason 
Tschida;  R ook ie A w ard 
- C ooper Pany;  B ulldog 
A w ard - Evan +ubbard� 
the G . O . A . T .  A w ard - 
Tanner Felton;  T rue G rit 
R esilience A w ard - Aiden 
Jacobs;  Most I mprov ed 
Jr H/ JV  - Sean Geurkink. 

The girls awards were 
as follows: Most V aluab le 
Player - Alyse Denne;  
Most D edicated - K atelyn 
B rower;  Most I mprov ed - 
shared between E liz abeth 
Jones and Savannah C un-
ningham;  R ook ie A w ard 
- Aysa Johnson;  S pirit 
A w ard - E vy Malisheski. 

The B ulldogs would 
like to express great grat-
itude for the support from 
the community as they con-
tinue to work to run the race 
with endurance. Thanks for 
keeping them running.

Becker boys and girls CC hold awards night

November 28 - 
December 23, 2025

Bring in your 
Christmas tree 

receipt from any 
local tree farm 

and receive 1 
free pitcher of 

pop or domestic 
beer free with 

the purchase of 
an entree.

Brickyard’s Annual
CHRISTMAS TREE 

PROMOTION

Thank you for 
supporting your 
local businesses!

8475 Center St., Clear Lake, MN 55319 • 320-743-5540
Hours: M-TH, 11am-12am; F-SA, 10am-2am; SU, 10am-12am

www.brickyardbarandgrill.net

FREE 
Pitcher of 
pop/beer

Like us on Facebook
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Office of the Minnesota 
Secretary of State

Certificate of Assumed Name
Minnesota Statutes, 

Chapter 333
The filing of an assumed name 

does not provide a user with exclu-
sive rights to that name. The filing 
is required for consumer protection 
in order to enable customers to be 
able to identify the true owner of a 
business.
ASSUMED NAME: Becker Amer-
ican Legion #193
PRINCIPAL PLACE OF BUSI-
NESS: 12155 Hancock St. SE, 
Becker, MN 55308 USA
NAMEHOLDER(S):
Name: Oscar Peterson Post No. 
193 American Legion
Address: 12155 Hancock St. SE, 
Becker, MN 55308 USA

If you submit an attachment, it 
will be incorporated into this doc-
ument. If the attachment conflicts 
with the information specifically set 
forth in this document, this docu-
ment supersedes the data referenced 
in the attachment.

By typing my name, I, the un-
dersigned, certify that I am signing 
this document as the person whose 
signature is required, or as agent 
of the person(s) whose signature 
would be required who has autho-
rized me to sign this document on 
his/her behalf, or in both capacities. 
I further certify that I have com-
pleted all required fields, and that 
the information in this document is 
true and correct and in compliance 
with the applicable chapter of Min-
nesota Statutes. I understand that 
by signing this document I am sub-
ject to the penalties of perjury as set 
forth in Section 609.48 as if I had 
signed this document under oath.
SIGNED BY: Thomas E. Lee
MAILING ADDRESS:
None Provided
EMAIL FOR OFFICIAL 
NOTICES: None Provided
Work Item: 1587353800031
Original File Number: 
1587353800031
STATE OF MINNESOTA
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 
OF STATE
FILED
11/03/2025 11:59 PM
/s/ Steve Simon
Secretary of State
(Published in the Patriot: 11/15/25, 
11/22/25).
___________________________

S T A T E  O F  MI N N E S O T A
D I S T R I CT  CO UR T

CO UN T Y  O F  S HE R B UR N E
T E N T H J UD I CI A L  D I S T R I CT

PR O B A T E  D I V I S I O N
Court F ile N o. :  7 1 - PR - 25 - 1 8 6
I n R e the E state of  Mark  A .  Miller,  
ak a Mark  A llan Miller,  ak a,  Mark  
A llen Miller,  deceased.

O R D E R  A N D  N O T I CE  O F  
HE A R I N G  O N  PE T I T I O N  F O R  
F O R MA L  PR O B A T E  O F  W I L L  
A N D  F O R  F O R MA L  A PPO I N T -
ME N T  O F  CO - PE R S O N A L  
R E PR E S E N T A T I V E S  I N  UN S U-
PE R V I S E D  A D MI N I S T R A T I O N  
A N D  N O T I CE  T O  CR E D I T O R S .
TO  ALL I NTE RE STE D PE R-
SO NS AND C RE DI TO RS: I T I S 
O RDE RE D AND NO TI C E  I S 
H E RE B Y  GI V E N that on the 4 th 
day of February, 2026 at 1:30 p.m. 
a hearing will be held in the above 
named C ourt at the Sherburne 
C ounty Government C enter, 13880 
B usiness C enter Drive, E lk River, 
Minnesota, 55330 for the formal 
probate of an instrument purporting 
to be the Will of the above-named 
Decedent, dated February 12, 2024 , 
and for the appointment of Taira 
Miller who resides at 4 910 West 
77th Street, E dina, MN 554 35;  and 
for the appointment of Derek Miller 
who resides at 30 104 th Avenue 
NW, C oon Rapids, MN 554 4 8;  as 
C o-Personal Representatives of the 
estate of the Decedent in unsuper-
vised administration, and that any 
objections thereto must be filed 
with the C ourt. That, if proper, and 
no objections are filed, a personal 
representative will be appointed to 
administer the estate, to collect all 
assets, pay all legal debts, claims, 
taxes and expenses, and sell real and 
personal property, and do all neces-
sary acts for the estate.
Notice is further given that ALL 
C RE DI TO RS having claims against 
said estate are req uired to present the 
same to said personal representative 
or to the C ourt Administrator of the 
C ourt within four months after the 
date of this notice or said claims will 
be barred.
Dated: November 6, 2025
/ s/  Jennifer Jelinski, 
Deputy C ourt Administrator
A t t or ne y  f or  P e t it ione r :
Michael M. Murphy, I .D. # 7665X
Attorney for C o-Petitioners
30 North Seventh Avenue, P.O . B ox 
866, St. C loud, MN 
56302-0866
Tel: (320) 252-5922
E mail: mu r p h y lawmn@ gmail.com
Murphy Law O ffices File No. 64 51-
25MM
(Published in the P at r iot : 11/ 15/ 25, 
11/ 22/ 25).
___________________________

Office of the Minnesota 
Secretary of State

Certificate of Assumed Name
Minnesota Statutes, 

Chapter 333
The filing of an assumed 

name does not provide a user with 
exclusive rights to that name. The 
filing is required for consumer 
protection in order to enable cus-
tomers to be able to identify the 
true owner of a business.
ASSUMED NAME: 
Frontline Electric 
PRINCIPAL PLACE OF BUSI-
NESS: 18234 235th Ave. NW, 
Big Lake, MN 55309, USA
NAMEHOLDER(S):
Name: Cor Bellator Corp.
Address: 18234 235th Ave. NW, 
Big Lake, MN 55309, USA
Name: Scott D. Green
Address: 18234 235th Ave. NW, 
Big Lake, MN 55309, USA
Name: Carrie D. Green
Address: 18234 235th Ave. NW, 
Big Lake, MN 55309, USA

By typing my name, I, the 

undersigned, certify that I am 
signing this document as the per-
son whose signature is required, 
or as agent of the person(s) 
whose signature would be re-
quired who has authorized me to 
sign this document on his/her be-
half, or in both capacities. I fur-
ther certify that I have completed 
all required fields, and that the 
information in this document is 
true and correct and in compli-
ance with the applicable chapter 
of Minnesota Statutes. I under-
stand that by signing this docu-
ment I am subject to the penalties 
of perjury as set forth in Section 
609.48 as if I had signed this doc-
ument under oath.
SIGNED BY: Carrie D. Green
MAILING ADDRESS: 18234 
235th Ave. NW, Big Lake, MN 
55309, USA
EMAIL FOR OFFICIAL 
NOTICES: 
frontlineelectricsys@gmail.com
Work Item: 1595912700039
Original File Number: 
1595912700039
STATE OF MINNESOTA
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 
OF STATE
FILED
11/06/2025 11:59 PM
/s/ Steve Simon
Secretary of State
(Published in the Patriot: 
11/22/25, 11/29/25).
___________________________

Office of the Minnesota 
Secretary of State

Certificate of Assumed Name
Minnesota Statutes, 

Chapter 333
The filing of an assumed 

name does not provide a user with 
exclusive rights to that name. The 
filing is required for consumer 
protection in order to enable cus-
tomers to be able to identify the 
true owner of a business.
ASSUMED NAME: 
Living Stone Construction LLC
PRINCIPAL PLACE OF BUSI-
NESS: 3940 150TH AVE 
CLEAR LAKE MN 55319 USA
NAMEHOLDER(S):
Name: Living Stone Handyman
Service LLC
Address: 3940 150TH AVE 
CLEAR LAKE MN 55319 USA

If you submit an attachment, 
it will be incorporated into this 
document. If the attachment con-
flicts with the information specif-
ically set forth in this document, 
this document supersedes the data 
referenced in the attachment.

By typing my name, I, the 
undersigned, certify that I am 
signing this document as the per-
son whose signature is required, 
or as agent of the person(s) 
whose signature would be re-
quired who has authorized me to 
sign this document on his/her be-
half, or in both capacities. I fur-
ther certify that I have completed 
all required fields, and that the 
information in this document is 
true and correct and in compli-
ance with the applicable chapter 
of Minnesota Statutes. I under-
stand that by signing this docu-
ment I am subject to the penalties 
of perjury as set forth in Section 
609.48 as if I had signed this doc-
ument under oath.
SIGNED BY: Jesse Hanych
MAILING ADDRESS:
None Provided
EMAIL FOR OFFICIAL NO-
TICES: Jesseh@livingstone-
handyman.com
Work Item: 1599456400020
Original File Number: 
1599456400020
STATE OF MINNESOTA
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 
OF STATE
FILED
11/13/2025 11:59 PM
/s/ Steve Simon
Secretary of State
(Published in the Patriot: 
11/22/25, 11/29/25).
___________________________

(Published in the Patriot: 11/22/25.)

T O WN  O F  B E CK E R
N O T I CE  O F  PUB L I C HE A R I N G

Notice is hereby given that the B ecker Township Planning C om-
mission will hold their monthly meeting at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, 
December 8th, 2025, at B ecker Town H all, 12165 H ancock Street. 
The Planning C ommission will meet to consider the following plan-
ning and z oning related topics.  B eginning at approximately 7:01 
p.m. and following:

Pub lic hearing f or B eck er J oint Planning B oard Z oning 
O rdinance.   I nsertion of a table of land uses, with definitions and 
standard requi rements following the table. This amendment requi res 
associated changes to or deletions from multiple sections, including 
individual z oning districts, definitions, performance standards, spe-
cial provisions, signs, and administration.

 Anyone interested in these reque sts is encouraged to attend and 
comment at the Public H earing.  I f you wish to attend via Z oom, 
contact the clerk for details.  I f you have q uestions regarding the 
req uests please contact the clerk at B ecker Township H all, 12165 
H ancock Street, B ecker, MN, 763-261-5301.  I f you are unable to 
attend, please provide written comment to Lucinda Messman at P.O . 
B ox 248, B ecker, MN  55308 or by email to cle r k @ be ck e r t ownshi p.
or g by 4: 00 p.m., December 8, 2025. 
/ s/  Lucinda Messman
C lerk, B ecker Township
(Published in the P at r iot : 11/ 22/ 25.)

I N D E PE N D E N T  S CHO O L  D I S T R I CT  N O . 727
N O T I CE  F O R  B I D S

NO TI C E  I S H E RE B Y  GI V E N by the School B oard of I NDE -
PE NDE NT SC H O O L DI STRI C T NO . 727, Sherburne C ounty, lo-
cated at B ig Lake, Minnesota that it will receive sealed bids on:

B uilding E nvelope I mprovements

UN T I L  1 2: 00 P. M.  ( N oon)  F riday,  D ecemb er 1 2th,  2025  at 
the D istrict O f f ice located at 701 Minnesota A ve ., B ig L ak e, MN   
55309

All bidding contractors are requi red to attend a Mandatory Pre-
B id Meeting to be held at the I SD #727 (B ig Lake Public Schools) 
District O ffice which is located at D oor J  of I ndependence E lemen-
tary S chool 7 01  Minnesota A v e. ,  B ig L ak e,  MN  5 5 3 09  on W ednes-
day, D ecemb er 3r d, 2025 at 10: 00 A .M .  Project Specifications will 
be distributed at the Mandatory Pre-B id Meeting.
/ s/  Terrence Z erwas|  Director of B uildings and Grounds 
B ig Lake Schools |  District O ffice
(Published in the P at r iot : 11/ 22/ 25, 11/ 29/ 25.)

BOARD HIGHLIGHTS
This represents a summary of the Special Meeting of the Board 

of Education of Big Lake Public Schools #727. A complete set of 
minutes will be on file at the District Office and on our website at 
www.biglakeschools.org upon Board approval.

I. CALL TO ORDER
The Special Meeting of the Board of Education of 
Independent School District No. 727, Big Lake
Schools was called to order on November 12, 2025.
II. ROLL CALL
All Board members were present except 
Ms. Lenette Brown.
III. CANVASS THE NOVEMBER 4, 2025 SPECIAL 
ELECTION
A motion was passed to approve the following 
resolution:
RESOLUTION RELATING TO CANVASSING 
RETURNS OF SPECIAL ELECTION
IV. ADJOURNMENT
Chair Reasoner adjourned the meeting.

(Published in the Patriot: 11/22/25).

BOARD HIGHLIGHTS
This represents a summary of the Work Session of the Board 

of Education of Big Lake Public Schools #727. A complete set of 
minutes will be on file at the District Office and on our website at 
www.biglakeschools.org upon Board approval.

I. CALL TO ORDER
The Work Session of the Board of Education of 
Independent School District No. 727, Big
Lake Schools was called to order on 
November 12, 2025.
II. ROLL CALL
All Board members were present except 
Ms. Lenette Brown.
III. COMMUNITY EDUCATION ANNUAL UPDATE
Director of Community Education and 
Communications, Stephanie Hillman, presented the
annual update.
IV. PRELIMINARY MCA DATA DISCUSSION
Assistant Superintendent of Teaching and Learning, 
Minda Anderson, presented the data.
V. ANNOUNCE AND APPROVE CLOSED 
SESSION FOR NEGOTIATION STRATEGY
A motion passed to enter a closed session for 
negotiation strategy after adjournment of the
work session.
VI. ADJOURNMENT
Chair Reasoner adjourned the meeting.

(Published in the Patriot: 11/22/25).

N O T I CE  O F  PUB L I C HE A R I N G
V A CA T I O N  O F  D R A I N A G E  A N D  UT I L I T Y  E A S E ME N T S  

N otice is hereb y giv en that the C learwater C ity C ouncil will 
hold a public hearing on Monday, December 8, 2025, at 7:00 p.m. 
or as soon thereafter as possible, in the council chambers at C lear-
water C ity H all, 605 C ounty Rd 75 NW, C learwater, MN 55320, to 
consider vacating the platted drainage and utility easement which 
straddles the shared boundary between Lots 1 and 2, B lock 2, Sunrise 
C rest, which is located entirely within Wright C ounty PI D 104- 026-
002020 in the city of C learwater. The petitioning property owner has 
req uested that said portion of drainage and utility easement, recorded 
with the O ffice of the Wright C ounty Recorder via the plat of Sunrise 
C rest (Doc. No. A7604 36), be vacated so that the two aforementioned 
lots can be combined to accommodate construction of one new sin-
gle-family dwelling thereon. Persons wishing to comment on this 
item may do so during the public hearing. C omments may also be 
submitted in writing prior to the meeting date. 
/ s/  Annita Smythe, C ity Administrator
C ity of C learwater
(Published in the P at r iot : 11/ 22/ 25, 11/ 29/ 25.)

CI T Y  O F  B I G  L A K E
N O T I CE  O F  PUB L I C HE A R I N G

NO TI C E  I S H E RE B Y  GI V E N that a public hearing will be held 
before the B ig Lake C ity C ouncil on Tuesday, November 25, 2025, 
at approximately 6:00 p.m. in the B ig Lake C ity C ouncil C hambers.  
The purpose of this public hearing is to consider a Liq uor License 
Application for dWt LLC  doing business as Thirsty B ison for an 
on-sale and Sunday liquor  license to be operated at 16722 198th Av-
enue, B ig Lake, MN.  Those interested are encouraged to attend and 
comment.
/ s/  Gina Wolbeck, C ity C lerk
C ity of B ig Lake
(Published in the P at r iot : 11/ 22/ 25.)

N O T I CE  I S  HE R E B Y  G I V E N
a Truth in Taxation public hearing will be held on Monday, December 
1st at 6:30 P.M. for the purpose of C ity Resident’s commenting on 
the 2026 tax levy.  Any persons wishing to make public comment 
on this req uest may do so by attending the meeting that will take 
place at the C lear Lake C ity H all, located at 7684 1st Ave West or in 
writing to the city clerk.  Written comments must be received prior 
to the hearing date. 
/ s/  Ryan McC ann, C ity C lerk
C ity of C lear Lake, MN
(Published in the P at r iot : 11/ 22/ 25, 11/ 29/ 25.)

FOOD SHELF DONATION from MetroPlains Management 
Foundation, in partnership with LWO Properties. Pictured from 
left are Shannon Alexander, Floating Community Manager; 
Sandy Mcclurg, Food Shelf Manager; Justine Lamont, Area 
Manager; Michelle Guzman, Community Manager; and Lillian 
Junge, Assistant Manager. (Submitted Photo).

Donation to Big 
Lake Food Shelf

CI T Y  O F  B E CK E R
N O T I CE  O F  PUB L I C HE A R I N G  

T O  CO N S I D E R  V A CA T I O N  O F  T HE  A  PO R T I O N  O F  
D R A I N A G E  A N D  UT I L I T Y  E A S E ME N T S  WI T HI N  T HE  
PR O PE R T I E S  CUR R E N T L Y  I D E N T I F I E D  A S  PI D  #60-

00494- 0105 A N D  #60- 00447- 0105
After receiving a petition signed by the majority of the owners of 

land abutting easements proposed to be vacated, which easements are 
legally described below, on the properties currently identified as PI D 
# 60-004 94 -0105 and # 60-004 4 7-0105, and pursuant to Minnesota 
Statute § 412.851, the C ity of B ecker C ity C ouncil duly called for a 
public hearing to consider vacation of said easements. 

Notice is hereby given that a hearing will be held before the C ity 
C ouncil of the C ity of B ecker on the 2nd day of December, 2025, in 
the C ity H all C ity C ouncil C hambers located at 12060 Sherburne 
Ave SE  at approximately 5:00 pm to consider the vacation of said 
drainage and utility easements which are legally described as:

The southeasterly 5.00 feet of Lot O ne (1), B lock O ne (1) LTTM 
PRO PE RTI E S, Sherburne C ounty, Minnesota, except that part of 
said southeasterly 5.00 feet lying within the northeasterly 5.00 feet 
of said Lot O ne (1), B lock O ne (1) and that part of the southeasterly 
5.00 feet lying within the southwesterly 25.00 feet of said Lot O ne 
(1), B lock O ne (1)

AND
The northwesterly 6.00 feet of Lot O ne (1), B lock O ne (1) E  

AND E  ADDI TI O N, Sherburne C ounty, Minnesota, except that part 
of said northwesterly 6.00 feet lying within the northeasterly 6.00 
feet of said Lot O ne (1), B lock O ne (1) and that part of the north-
westerly 6.00 feet lying within the southwesterly 10.00 feet of said 
Lot O ne (1), B lock O ne (1)

Anyone interested in this issue is encouraged to attend and com-
ment at the Public H earing.  I f you are unable to attend, please pro-
vide written comment to Austin Petersen at P.O . B ox 250, B ecker, 
MN 55308 or by e-mail to ape t e r se n@ ci.be ck e r .mn.us  by 4: 30 p.m. 
December 2nd, 2025. 
/ s/  Austin Petersen, Associate Planner
C ity of B ecker
(Published in the P at r iot : 11/ 22/ 25, 11/ 29/ 25.)
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763-262-5850
tjpottertrucking.com
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PETERSON - 
GRIMSMO

FUNERAL CHAPEL
Serving your 

community since 1933
250 East Broadway

Monticello, MN 55362
763-295-2918

Our family serving yours!

Funeral

Mulch

15920 Hwy. 10, Becker • 763-262-0871

Call today for a free estimate!
24/7 Service • Emergency #: 320.267.1855

Visit us online: wruckyeah.com

• Septic system design & installation
• Septic Tank & Drain Field Repair
• Routine Maintenance & emergency Services
• Water jetting, video drain inspection services
• Routine Maintenance & emergency Services
• Water jetting, video drain inspection services

Wruck Excavating Inc. — 
Your trusted septic experts

Apply in person, 1 mile east of Becker, 
137th left, 1/8 mile on left. 612-747-0163    

NOW HIRING!
KASOWSKI GROUP

• FT FARM LABOR
• FT EQUIPMENT OPERATOR • FT FARM MECHANIC

B E C K E R  P U B L I C  
S C H O O L S  I S  H I R I N G  

S C H O O L  B U S  D R I V E R S ! !

Up to $60 per route based on experience.
Benefits include:
*Health, Dental, & LTD (Coverage year round)
* Paid personal, sick, and holidays
* PERA (Public Employee Retirement Assoc.)
* 403 (B) Matching Retirement Options

$2,000 SIGN ON BONUS!!

*NOW OFFERING PAID TRAINING

C on t act  u s  t od ay !  
7 6 3 - 2 6 1 - 4 5 8 8

*MINIMUM OF 3.5 HOURS A DAY WITH 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR MORE

Developing Self-Directed Learners to 
Thrive in a Changing Global Community

Employment

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIALRESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

320-743-2479 
• dahlensheetmetal@frontier.com

Clear Lake, MN
www.dahlensheetmetal.com

763-262-1454
Becker, MN

763-452-2500
Big Lake, MN

320-743-2204
Clear Lake, MN

FUNERAL HOME • CREMATION SERVICES

www.williamsdingmann.com

FAMILY FUNERAL HOMES

SPONSORED BY:

8852 Cty Rd 23
Becker, MN 

Phone:
763.261.5656

Ralph du Monceaux, Owner
Free Loaners ~ Free Estimates 

~ Honest Work

763-261-5656
Ralph’s

Auto Body

• BECKER
Grace Lutheran Church (LCMS)
Pastor: David M. Johnson, 763-262-7782, 11185 27th Ave SE. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am, Sun. School 10:30am, Wed. J.U.M.P. 6pm.
Becker Baptist Church
Pastors: Nathan Bucher (Senior), Kevin Drehmel (Youth) & Amy Drehmel 
(Dir. of Child/Fam. Ministry), 763-261-4202, 11951 Hancock St. Services: 
Sun. Worship/Children 10:30am. During the school year: AWANA for 
Kids/Sun. School 9:15am. Midweek Connect for Kids 6:30pm. Please reg-
ister Kids on our webite. Youth Group: Wed. 6:30pm. www.beckerbaptist.
org. 
Becker Evangelical Free Church
Pastors: Gerald Deppa (Interim Senior), Chris Salvevold (Youth), 763-261-
4125, Becker High School, Office: 11373 150th Ave SE. Services: Sun. 
Worship/Teaching/Fellowship 10am.
Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 12100 Sherburne Ave. Services: Sat. 
Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8:30am & 10:30am. Masses held 1st, 3rd & 5th Sun-
days of the month. (Masses held on 2nd & 4th Sundays in Big Lake).
Faith (Becker) Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Yolanda Denson-Byers & Vicar Molly Wills, 763-261-5751, 11755 
Sherburne Ave. Services: Sun. Worship 9:30am (Holy Communion on the 
1st & 3rd Sundays) Nursery available. Sun. school 9:55am, Refreshments 
& fellowship at 10:30am, Wed. programs: 6:00pm Wed. Worship, 6:30pm 
7th – 9th grade confirmation, 7:30pm Youth Group 1st & 3rd Wed. Bible 
Studies: Tues. 9:00am www.faithlutheran-becker.org.
Oakwood Community Church Assemblies of God
Pastors: Gerry Bass & Sarah, 763-220-6004, 13140 1st St (SW Corner of 
Becker Furniture World). Services: Sun. Bible Study/Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Snake River Free Church
Pastor: Steve Johnston, 612-219-8648, 180th St SE. Services: Sun. Worship/
Sun. School 10:30am., Hymn Sing is second Sun. of every month.
Becker Christian Center & Abundant Grace Church
Pastor: Ken Hanson, 763-262-2177, 15455 59th St SE. Services: Sun. Praise 
& Worship 9:30am, Wed. Family Fellowship 7pm.
Beacon House of Prayer
Pastors: Brian & Linda Holmes, 763-263-3771, 12264 Pleasant Ave. Ser-
vices: Thurs. Worship 6:30pm.
Free Grace United
Pastor: Kevin Wilson, 763-245-0001, Becker High School, 12000 Hancock 
St, Enter door 11. Services: Wed. Worship 6:30pm.

• BIG LAKE
Acts Seventh-Day Adventists Community Church
Pastor: Bill Nixon, 763-263-2287, 20455 187th Ave NW. Services: Sat. 
Worship 9am, Sat. Sabbath School 10:15am.
Bethany Bible Church
763-263-2167, 511 Eagle Lake Road. Services: Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Bridgeview Assembly of God
Pastor: Steve Royalty, 763-263-6274, 20500 County Road 11. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am & 10:45am, Wed. groups (kids/youth/adults) 6:30pm.
SVEA Hill Covenant Church
Pastor: Don Bellach, 763-263-6322, 16392 235th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Cornerstone Baptist Church
Pastor: Gordon Langdon, 763-263-7878, 15300 County Road 35. 
Hope Lutheran Church (ELCA) in Orrock
763-262-0028. www.hopeintherefuge.weebly.com.
IFLESIA AMOR VIVIENTE Living Love Church
Pastores: Juan & Patricia Aguayo, 763-607-5403, 21 Lake St N. Services: 
Sat. 6pm.
Lord of Glory Lutheran Church
Pastor: Marty Mably, 763-263-3090, 15550 190th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
8am & 10:30am.
Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 440 Lake St N. Services: Sat. Mass 
5pm; Sun. 8:30am & 10:30am. Masses held on 2nd & 4th Sundays of the 
month (Masses held on 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays in Becker).
Riverside Church
Online: www.myrc.church, 763-263-2410, 20314 County Road 14. Ser-
vices: Sun 8:45am, 10:30am & 12:05pm.
Saron Lutheran Church
Pastor: Kyle Sidlo, 763-263-2209, 311 Lake St. S. Services: Sun. Worship 

9:30am, indoors or livestream.
Spirit Life Church
763-262-LIFE, 221 Lake St N. Services Sun. mornings 9:45am. Going 
Deeper Sun. 9am. Prophetic Praayer Wed. 7pm.

• SANTIAGO
South Santiago Lutheran Church ELCA
Pastor: Allison Peterson, 763-662-2048, 14675 37th St. Services: Sun. 8am. 
and 10 am, Sun. School 9am.
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church E.L.S. & Princeton Evangelical School
Pastor: Timothy Zenda, 763-662-2570, 18977 17th St. Services: Sun. 
School/Bible Class 10:30am, Divine Worship 9am.
Glendorado Lutheran (ELCA)
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Shari Routh, 920-573-0193, 1100 186th Ave NE. Services: Sun 
Good Shepherd 9am, Sun. Glendorado 10:30am.
Gethsemane Church (ELCA) – Ronneby
Pastor: Barbara Peterson, 320-983-5002, 14478 78th St. NE. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Glendorado Evangelical Country Church
Pastor: Sam Alfano, 763-662-2244, 16999 Glendorado Road NE. Services: 
Sun. School 9:30am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• CLEAR LAKE
Living Waters Church
320-699-0876, 7830 Church St. Services: Sun. Worship 10am, Starting in 
Sept. Wed. night Ladies in Recovery study at 6:30pm.
Trinity Lutheran Church Missouri Synod
Pastor: Josh Reber, 320-743-2919, 8641 Main Ave. Services: Sun. Worship 
8:45am, Sun. School 9:45am.
SHED Church - Non-Denomination in Palmer
Pastor: TBD, 320-241-0123, Palmer Town Hall, 4180 105th Ave. Services: 
Sun. 5pm. www.shedchurch.org.
St. Marcus Catholic Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-743-2481, 8701 Main Ave. Services: Mon.  
& Wed. Mass 8am, Sat. Confessions 4:15pm, Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. 8am.

• DUELM
St. Lawrence Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-968-7502, 10915 Duelm Road NE. Ser-
vices: Sun. Mass 10am, Tues. Mass 8am.

• CLEARWATER
Clearwater United Methodist Church
Pastor: Alison Hendley, 320-558-2581, 405 Main St. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9:30am.
Freedom Bible Baptist Church
320-434-347, 605 Lime St. (Old Clearwater Post Office). Services: Sun. 
Prayer 9am, Sun. School 9:30am, Sun. Worship 10:45am.
Rejoice Lutheran Church – ELCA
Pastor: Jim Bump, 320-558-6851, 1155 County Road 75. 
Services: Sun. School that begins in Worship 9:30am. 
Livestream worship at Rejoice’s Youtube Channel, 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsJGuBda4orT9TWYii5wmGw
Church of St. Luke
Father: Dennis Backer, 320-558-2124, 17545 Huber Ave NW. Services: 
Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8am & 10am, Weekday Mass Tues.-Fri. 8am/
Sat. 9am.
Tri-County Alliance Church
Pastor: David Fogal, 320-558-2750, 8464 160th St NW. Services: Sun. 
School 9am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• SILVER CREEK
Immanuel Lutheran Church
Pastor: Ken Tatkenhorst, 763-878-2820, 11390 Elliot Ave NW. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am
Silver Creek Community Church
Pastor: Zach Pryor, 320-963-3957, 4282 114th St NW. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9am, Sun. Fellowship 10am, Sun. School 10:30am. 

• SAINT CLOUD
Faith Lutheran Church
Pastor: Joshua Reber, 320-252-3315, 3000 County Road SE. Worship: Sun. 
10:15am.

RYAN HUBBARD
763-263-8334 

RESIDENTIAL  • COMMERCIAL - AGRICULTURAL

6715 125th Ave - Clear Lake, MN
320.743.2387 • Cell: 320.290.9843

Scott & Tonia Ulsby

KEN GEROUX CONSTRUCTION
C O R P O R A T I O N

Integrity • Excellence
Uncompromising Customer Satisfaction

Lic. #BC002757
Big Lake • 763-263-6878

Order Online!

Becker Pizza Depot
The Area’s Best Pizza -- Ask Anyone!

14281 Bank Street, Becker • 763-262-2700
www.BeckerPizzaDepot.com • Facebook: Pizza Depot

Pizza, Wings & More

290 EAGLE LAKE RD. N. BIG LAKE
763-263-3262 • WWW.CORNEROAKSDENTAL.COM

FAMILY & COSMETIC DENTISTRY

DR. REED DILL & 
DR. PETER KUEFLER

16455 122nd St Becker MN 55308

763-263-9471

Big Lake

 763-263-6350
parkdental.com

Church DirectoryChurch DirectoryChurch Directory

320-743-2479 
• dahlensheetmetal@frontier.com

P.O. Box 646 • Becker, MN 55308
www.dahlensheetmetal.com

Becker 763-261-4200  |  Princeton 763-389-4099
Monticello 763-271-7177

www.sherburnestatebank.com

Your Hometown Bank

S herb urne
S tate B ank

Member 
FDIC

763-262-4237

M-F
8AM-

4:30PM

Owner: Chad Schwintek
13050 1st Street Becker, MN 55308

24 
HOUR
Towing & recovery

19640 200th Ave., Big Lake

• Family Owned 
    & Operated
• Light, Medium and 
    Heavy Duty  Towing 

• Lockouts 
• Jump Starts 
• Winch Recovery

www.bobstowingandrecovery.com

• BIG LAKE 
• ELK RIVER 
• MONTICELLO

williamsdingmann.com

Electrical

Sheet Metal

Funeral

BECKER PUBLIC SCHOOLS IS HIRING! 
BE A PART OF OUR TEAM!

for information on all our openings, please visit www.becker.k12.mn.us
Questions?  Contact AngelA Oswald @ 763-261-4502, option 3

2025-26 School Year Substitutes:
• TEACHERS

• PARAPROFESSIONALS
• CUSTODIANS

• FOOD SERVERS/
DISHWASHERS

• BUS AND VAN DRIVERS

A SA P  P u mp i n g  Se r vi ce

• Commercial septic Pumping
• Residential Septic Tank Pumping 
• Holding Tanks• Routine Maintenance
• Tank Compliance• Emergency Service

Ca ll 
7 6 3  4 15 - 0 3 19

Serving Becker, Big Lake, Elk 
River and Surrounding Area

Emergency 
Service!

628 Roosevelt Rd., Suite 101
St. Cloud, MN 56301

320-774-3789

Accepting all major insurance including Medicare.

www.eaofcm.com

Having eye problems? We can help!

Specializing in:
• Cataracts

• Glaucoma

• Dry Eyes

“Dr. Gossman did an amazing job with 
my cataract surgery. I would highly 
recommend him!” 
— Mike Nehring, Cataract Surgery patient

• Diabetic Eye   

   Disease

• Macular 

   Degeneration

• Blurred Vision

• All Other Eye 

   Disorders

• Routine Eye Exams

Schedule your 
life-changing 

experience 
now!

Dr. Gossman has decades of experience & extensive training & expertise!

Dr. Mitchell 
Gossman

Dr. Melanie 
Thares

ϯ͘Ϯ ǆ 1.5”       $68

7DâHUHG )DUP
7KH

,ĂŶĚŵĂĚĞ ŝŶ �ĞĐŬĞƌ
,KW� н �ŶĐŽƵƌĂŐĞŵĞŶƚ

'ŝŌƐ н �ĠĐŽƌ 
dŚĞdĂƩĞƌĞĚ&Ăƌŵ�Ž͘ĐŽŵ

New products restock Sundays 7pm

Scan Me!

Don’t forget to 
vote for the 

Patriot’s 
READER’S CHOICE 

AWARDS 
Candidates!

Located on Main Street, 
64 Oak Ave., S. 

• www.EdinaRealty.com

Rick Seagraves 
Realtor®

320-282-5656

Ron Sherwood 
Realtor®

763-442-5949

Patrick Splinter 
Realtor®

612-437-1383

Jim Splinter 
Realtor®

320-980-0560

ANNANDALE

Only available due to a job relocation, 
this well-maintained home has seen 

approx. $150,000 in improvements 
since Aug 2024. 3 BR, 3 baths, plus 

a den & office that can flex as extra 
sleeping spaces. Primary suite includes 

two closets, a jetted tub & a separate 
walk-in shower. Recent updates 

include staining the cedar siding, 
new lakeside stairs, a spacious paver 

patio, fresh shoreline rip rap, aluminum 
dock panels, quartz countertops, an Andersen patio door & a new asphalt driveway-all designed for 
long-term lakeside enjoyment. With 307 feet of frontage wrapping around a point, you will enjoy the 

natural sand/hard rock bottom shoreline. Lake Francis is one of the area’s premier lakes, offering 10-12+ 
ft clarity & over 1,000 acres of full recreation fun. The sellers would like to sell this property “turn-key” 
ready for the next owners to enjoy. The pontoon & lift can even be included with the right offer. Take in 

beautiful sunrises over the tranquil waters & don’t let the elevation deter you. There is a golf cart/ATV 
path for easy lake access. Perfect as a year-round residence or weekend retreat. 74308 323rd St., South 

Haven, MN. MLS# 6797722. $989,900. Call Patrick Splinter, 612-437-1383.

Great opportunity to be on the lake 
with minimal investment to start. 
Seller is including the pontoon, 
dock, and trailer so you can enjoy 
the lake life immediately. There 
is a well on the property that was 
recently installed as well as an 
incinerator toilet. The 2009 Park 
Model camper will stay with the 
property as well, which is a great 
start to this amazing little slice of lake shore. Lake Marie and Lake Louisa are joined by a channel which 
you can navigate easily by boat and are a combined 330 acres. Both lakes have amazing fishing and of 
course some fun water sports too! Come enjoy the lake with family and friends, enjoy a fire at the fire 
pit, listen to the loons at night, its an amazing experience! MLS# 6778126. $149,950. Call Rick 
Seagraves for a private showing, 320-282-5656. 16698 109th Street NW, South Haven, MN 55382

Lakefront Property!

Start strategizing the sale 
of your property. Our local, 

experienced team is 
ready to serve you.

Real Estate

$7,500
$11,000

$14,000
$18,000

Submitted Article

The Minnesota Depart-
ment of Natural Resources 
is waiving vehicle fees to all 
73 state parks and recreation 
areas on Friday, Nov. 28. 

The DNR offers four 
“Free Park Days” each year 
to encourage Minnesotans 
to explore a new park or visit 
an old favorite, and reap the 
benefits of spending time out-
doors.

“After Thanksgiving 
celebrations, we encourage 
friends and family to get out-
side and enjoy the sights and 
sounds of nature,” said Ann 
Pierce, director of the DNR 
Parks and Trails Division. 
“State parks and recreation 
areas offer opportunities for 
families to enjoy the outdoors 
together, and spending time 
in nature also positively af-
fects our mental and physical 
wellbeing.”

Late November offers a 
variety of outdoor recreation 
options, including hiking, 
biNing, photography, fishing 
and more. This time of year 
is particularly great for bird- 
and animal-watching as bare 
trees make it easier to spot 
wildlife.

State park visitors can 
also enjoy several free events 
on Nov. 28 (mndnr .gov / p t -
cale ndar ) including a natu-
ralist-led hike at Wild River 
State Park, a Free Park Day 
scavenger hunt at Goose-
berry Falls State Park, and a 
chance to learn about reptiles 
up close at Lake Maria State 
Park.

For more information, 
visit the free park day web-
page (mndnr .gov / f r e e p ar k -
day s).

Minnesotans can also 
save the date for 2026’s Free 
Park Days:

Monday, Jan. 19
Saturday, April 25
Saturday, June 13
Friday, Nov. 27.

Enjoy free 
entrance to 
Minnesota 
state parks 
on Nov. 28
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Area News

OBITUARIES

Memorial Services will 
be 11:00 a.m. Thursday, No-
vember 20, 2025 at Saron Lu-
theran C hurch in B ig Lake for 
Geraldine “Gerry” M. 
Rehnke-O lson, age 
92, who passed 
away Monday, 
O ctober 13, 
2025 at the St. 
C loud H ospi-
tal. Rev. K yle 
Sidlo will 
officiate and 
burial will be 
private at Fort 
Snelling National 
C emetery at a later 
date. Arrangements 
have been entrusted to Wil-
liams Dingmann Family Fu-
neral H ome in Sauk Rapids. 

Gerry was born July 5, 
1933 in Alfred, ND to David 
and Marie (Fix) Dufloth and 
later was adopted by C larence 
and Alice (E astman) Ack-
erman. She married Duane 
Rehnke in North Dakota in 
1955 and he died in 2004 . 
She then married C arl O lson 
in 2005 and he died in 2021. 
Gerry lived most of her life in 
New H ope and was a Regis-
tered Nurse at Glenwood H ills 
H ospital in Golden V alley. She 
was also a teacher at Anoka 

C ommunity and Technical 
C ollege. She was a member 
of E lk River U nited Methodist 
C hurch, she was also a mem-

ber of the Red H ats So-
ciety and her bible 

group in Texas. 
Gerry enjoyed 
playing the 
piano for Sun-
day services 
at B runswick 
U nited Meth-
odist C hurch 
in C rystal. 

She was a very 
caring and social 

person with a large 
circle of friends. 

Survivors include her sons 
and daughter, Gary (Linda) of 
Sartell, Diane (Philip) Larson 
of Republic, WA, Greg of 
C old Spring and Jay of C old 
Spring;  12 grandchildren;  
brother, Stanley B ierle;  broth-
er-in-law, E lmo B ergeson and 
C arl’s family.   

She is preceded in death by 
her parents;  husbands, Duane 
Rehnke and C arl O lson;  sister, 
Ginny B ergeson;  and brother, 
C urt Ackerman.

O bituary and Guest B ook 
available online: www.wil-
liamsdingmann.com.

Geraldine “Gerry” M. Rehnke-Olson, 92
Big Lake, MN

July 5, 1933 – October 13, 2025 

Follow the flashing lights to donate a new, unwrapped 
toy, cash or gift card for children and families in need. 

Friday, December 5
10 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Monticello Fleet Farm 
320 Chelsea Road

TOY 
DRIVE

Don’t miss the EMS 
Stuff the Ambulance

We sincerely thank our $200+ business 
sponsors for making our 5th Annual Stuff 
the Ambulance Toy Drive a success. All 
cash donations will be used to purchase 
additional toys or needs for families 
through Compassion Connection.  

Event sponsors:
•  Monticello Lions Club
•  Von Hanson’s Meats 
•  Von Hanson’s Snacks, Inc.                

Thank you for making this a special 
Holiday for local children!

14351 78th St NE, Ronneby

Come enjoy our new 
breakfast menu & visit Santa!

FOLLOW 
US ON 

FACEBOOK!

Let us do your Holiday baking!

Baked 
Fresh
Daily!

30 Custom Flav�s of Bread
10 VARIETIES EVERY DAY NO

ADDITIVES OR PRESERVATIVES
Pastries, Sandwiches, Co�ee Cakes & More! 

Large Selection of dinner rolls & specialty breads.

Downtown Elk River

315 Jackson Ave.
— Lower Level —

M-F 6:30am-6pm, Sat 6:30am-4pm

763-441-0002

By Don Bellach, 
Contributing Writer

All members of the B ig 
Lake C ity C ouncil were in 
attendance for the O ct. 22 
meeting of the B ig Lake C ity 
C ouncil.  

Residents living near 
Mitchell Farm Park were 
again in attendance to ex-
press their displeasure with 
the council’s recent decision 
to remove the playground 
eq uipment at their park with 
no immediate plans to replace 
it.  The council received their 
comments and then moved on 
to regular business. 

2026 Meeting Change
C ouncil voted on four 

motions that would allow 
them to meet monthly begin-
ning in 2026, instead of meet-
ing bi-monthly.  Multiple 
motions had to be approved 
to amend a city ordinance and 
city council bylaws concern-
ing council meetings.  U pon 
approval of those motions, 
the 2026 schedule had to be 
approved and authoriz ation 
for publication of the new 
ordinance had to be passed.  
All motions passed 4 -1, with 
C ouncil Member K en H al-
vorson being the lone de-
scent.  C ity council meetings, 
beginning in 2026, will be 
held the third Wednesday of 
each month.

Playgrounds and 
City Hall
During the time reserved 

for meeting updates from 
council members, H alvorson 
called for a consensus vote to 
get the Mitchell Farms play-
ground back on the agenda to 
reevaluate it.  C ouncil mem-
ber K im Noding seconded 
the motion.  The motion 
failed 2-3, with both Noding 
and H alvorson voting for the 
motion. 

In his final statements, 
H alvorson spoke about the 
proposed B ig Lake Public 
Safety Facility which would 
house C ity H all and the Po-
lice Department.  H e asserted 
that financing the $33 million 
project through the B ig Lake 
E conomic Development Au-
thority would cost the city 
an additional $2 million.  
H alvorson argued that by 
financing through BLEDA, 
taxpayers will have no input 
and they deserve to know.

Mayor Paul K nier said 
that the process has been 
transparent and that it, “only 
makes sense to go through 
E DA.”

C ouncil Member K en 
Geroux echoed K nier’s state-
ment and said it was the best 
way to maintain costs, keep 
the project under budget, and 
avoid delays.

The B ig Lake Public 
Safety Facility was the main 
topic of the September 24 , 
2025 city council workshop.  
During the workshop, C ity 
Administrator H anna K lim-
mek stated that the overall 
cost of the project was esti-
mated to be $31,144,950 with 
a not-to-exceed budget of $33 
million.  She also defended 
the city’s financing decision 
stating, “A Lease Revenue 
B ond will allow the city to 
structure payments, timing, 
and project-specific funding 
more flexibility than a tradi-
tional C I P (C apital I mprove-
ment Project) B ond, and a 
LRB  (Lease Revenue B ond) 
will distribute repayment 
through existing revenues 

Residents 
Again Ask 
Council to 

Replace 
Playground 
Equipment

rather than a dedicated new 
tax levy.”

Upcoming Meetings
Finance Director Deb 

Wegeleben reminded the 
council of two upcoming 
meetings to be held during 
regular city council meet-
ings.  The Truth and Taxation 
Meeting will occur on Tues., 
Nov. 25, 2025 and the Final 
B udget and Levy Meeting on 
Wed., Dec. 10, 2025. 

The B LE DA will hold 
a public hearing on Jan. 12, 
2026 at 5:30 p.m. to consider 
and approve the resolution 
establishing the E conomic 
Development District. 

A special B LE DA meet-
ing will be held on January 
21, 2026 at 6 p.m. for ap-
proval of the bond sale and 
authoriz ation of the lease 
documents with the city.  That 
same evening, at 6:30 p.m., 
the C ity C ouncil will take 
formal action to approve the 
B LE DA bonds and authoriz e 
execution of the lease docu-
ments, finalizing the financ-
ing process for the new public 
facilities project. 

By Don Bellach, 
Contributing Writer

O n a chilly, windy, and 
overcast Friday afternoon 
on Nov. 7, M& M Precision 
Machining owners Matt and 
Mike James were joined by 
representatives from the C ity 
of B ig Lake and Mendota 
H eights-based R. J. Ryan 
C onstruction I nc. to break 
ground for their new 60,000 
sq . ft.  headq uarters and man-
ufacturing facility.

C urrently located in E lk 
River, M& M has begun to 
outgrow their current facil-
ity.  Their move to B ig Lake 
should accommodate for any 
current and future growth.  

Matt James explained that the 
new building will be 2.8 times 
bigger than the current build-
ing.  H e hopes the project 
will wrap up next summer, 

in June of 2026.  H e believes 
that within the first year of 
operations, M& M will have 
brought 20 new skilled jobs 
to B ig Lake paying an aver-

age of $25 an hour. 
Job growth was a part 

of the agreement to purchase 
the land from B ig Lake and 
B ig Lake Township.  Land, 
valued at $244,500, would 
be sold for $1.00 to Jabro Big 
Lake LLC  in order to develop 
the M& M facility.  M& M 
agreed to meet the following 
employment goal: create at 
least 16 new full-time jobs at 
an hourly rate of at least $15 
per hour for a period of one 
year.   

The new facility is lo-
cated at 20174  177th St. NW 
in B ig Lake. 

BLPD CAPTAIN SAM OLSON,  BL Community Development 
Director Marie Popp, Mayor Paul Knier, M&M owners Mike and 
Matt James, BLEDA President Alan Heidemann, and City’s 
Planning Commission member Tony Velishek.  (Patriot Photo 
by Don Bellach)

M&M Precision Machining breaks ground on new facility

Submitted Article

Members of the C lear 
Lake American Legion 
presented a much-deserved 
award to Guardian Fleet 
Safety of C lear Lake with 
an award recogniz ing them 
for their contribution to the 
employment of American 
V eterans.

I n November of 2024 ,   
Tami Petty with Guard-
ian Fleet Safety, and B ud 
Stimmler, C lear Lake 
American Legion Post 354 , 
began to collaborate to sub-
mit a nomination for V et-
eran E mployer of the year to 
the Minnesota Department 
of the American Legion on 
behalf of Guardian Fleet 
Safety.

The nomination was 
then submitted to the Sixth 
District of the Minnesota 
Department of the Ameri-
can Legion.  Guardian Fleet 
Safety was selected by Sixth 
District as the District V et-
eran E mployer of the year 
in January of 2025.  The 
nomination was forwarded 
the Minnesota Department 
of the American Legion at 
that time.

Guardian Fleet Safety 
was then selected as the 
Minnesota Department of 
the American Legion as 
the V eteran E mployer of 
the year for 2025.  O n July 
11, 2025, B ud Stimmler 
and Steve Schrader of C lear 
Lake American Legion Post 
354  traveled to Willmar to 
attend the State American 
Legion convention and re-
ceived the award on behalf 
of Guardian Fleet Safety.  
B ud and Steve then pre-

sented the award to C harles 
Teigen, C E O  Guardian 
Fleet Safety, and the vet-
eran employees of Guard-
ian Fleet Safety on July 31, 
2025.

C urrently approxi-
mately 18%  of the employ-
ees at Guardian Fleet Safety 
are veterans of the armed 
forces of the U nited States. 

BUD STIMMLER AND STEVE SCHRADER of the Clear Lake 
American Legion (R), presented a plaque to employees of 
Guardian Fleet Safety this past summer for their participation 
in hiring Veterans at their place of business. Front row, from 
left to right: Josh Casey, Rick Gehrke, Derek Brittan, Charles 
Teigen, Steve Schrader and Bud Stimmler. Back row, left to 
right: Josh Vander hayden, Austin Ward, Mitchell Anderson, 
John Knoebel and Kyle Pundsack. (Submitted Photo).

CL Legion awards Guardian Fleet Safety 

Welcome to
Leightons Landing Townhomes!

Immediate Openings!
Affordable 2 and 3 bedroom Townhomes.

Rents: 2 Bdrm $1,135.00, 3 Bdrm $1,220.00
220 Maple Lane #100, Big Lake MN 55309

*** HEAT INCLUDED***
Addi@onal Ameni@es:

*Garage  *A/C  *Washer & Dryer Hook Ups
*A Great Place to Call Home!

For Information
Call: 612-940-6033
Email: LeightonsTH@BrutgerEquities.com
Professionally Managed By: 
Brutger Equities, Inc., www.brutgerequities.com
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