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By Bill Morgan, 
Editor

As one plans one’s 
shopping this season, the 
Patriot invites all to pause 
and look around one’s own 
community. Local shops, 
makers, and family-run 
businesses are more than 
places to buy things—
they’re part of the story of 
the communities they serve. 
When one chooses to shop 
locally, one is investing in 
the people who greet guests 
by name, remember one’s 
favorites, and genuinely 
care about the neighbor-
hoods everyone calls home.

Every purchase from 
a local business helps keep 
jobs here, supports dreams 
that started around kitchen 
tables, and sustains the 
unique character that makes 
these small towns special. 
People’s choices to buy 
close to home fuels a cycle 
of goodwill that comes back 
to everyone in the form of 
vibrant streets, connected 
communities, and a stron-
ger local economy.

Thanks to all for sup-
porting the businesses 
that give these communi-
ties their heart. Together, 
neighborhoods can keep 
that spirit thriving—one 
thoughtful purchase at a 
time.

B&J Evergreen 
Christmas Tree Farm
12946-47th St. SE,
Clear Lake, MN 
320-743-2255
B&J Evergreen Christ-

mas Tree Farm, a fami-
ly-owned business, has 
been growing Christmas 
trees for over 40 years. We 
take pride in providing tra-
ditional experiences and 

quality products. Our expe-
rienced team plants, grows, 
trims and harvests our trees 
here on our farm. Cut-
your-own Christmas tree 
or purchase a pre-cut tree. 
Free photos with Santa, free 
petting zoos with a famous 
camel, free pony rides, free 
face painting and more!

Golden Nursery
15621  5th Ave. NW
Rice, MN
320-393-2155
Golden Nursery & 

Tree Farm is your perfect 
destination for pre-cut trees 
and wreaths. Or, cut-your-
own Balsam Fir or Colo-
rado Spruce from 5-14 feet 
for only $28. Hours are: 
M-Th, noon to 7 p.m.; Fri., 
Sat. and Sun., 9 a.m. to 7 
p.m.

Ralphie’s Minnoco
7988 Front St.
Clear Lake, MN 
320-743-4638

Ralphie’s Minnoco has 
gift cards in any amount. 
They also sell Ice Augers 
and they offer propane re-
fills, minnow coolers, for 
that outdoor enthusiast. 
They carry Butchery’s sau-

sages, Sweet Pea’s pies and 
Mottzaria pizzas. They also 
feature a new and improved 
car wash!

Flinstones Lounge
945 State Hwy. 24
Clearwater, MN 	
320-558-2199
Have you been to 

Flinstones? You should 
check them out where you 
can find Flinstones T-shirts 
for just $16. Or, a sweat-
shirt for just $47!

Flinstones also has gift 
certificates for a fun family 
pizza night out. Stop on by!

Clearwater Corners
720 Co. Rd. 75
Clearwater, MN 	
320-558-2212
Clearwater Corners 

serves beer, wine and spir-
its. Stop in an get valu-
able gift certificates in 
any amount to satisfy that 
perfect someone on your 
gift-giving list!

Riverside Nutrition 
800 Nelson Dr., 
Ste. 105
Clearwater, MN 
(Located next 
to American Heritage 
Bank)
320-558-1102
Riverside Nutrition is a 

great place o stop by for last 
minute gifts. They have $6 
mega tea sets to make one’s 
favorite energy drinks on 
the go. Also, they have gift 
cards as well as Riverside 
Nutrition T-shirts and other 
local vendors who have 
items selling in their shop 

(lotions, keychains, books, 
wooden decor, etc.)

Taco Gringo
800 Nelson Dr.
Clearwater, MN 
320-558-4016
A great stocking stuffer 

- drop by and pick up a bot-
tle of Taco Gringo South-
western  Sauce. Or, grab 

a gift certificate in any de-
nomination!

Grand Meadow 
Meats
105 Pine St.
Clearwater, MN 
320-558-6390
Grand Meadow has 

Christmas hams, steaks, 
pork chops, brats, hot dogs, 
chicken, roasts, jerky & 
much more to satisfy your 

hungry guests. Scrumptious 
meats or, just grab a gift 
certificate and your shop-
ping is done!

Andra K Salon & Spa
615 Smith St.
Clearwater, MN 
320-558-6620
Hair products make 

great stocking stuffers! All 
retail products are 25% off 
thru Dec. 30, 2025 as an ap-
preciation sale anticipated 
with the closing of Andra 
K. Salon and Spa.

Becker True Value
13350 1st St
Becker, MN 
763-261-4464
Becker True Value 

Hardware Store has great 
products including pet beds, 
grills, snowblowers and 
tons of Christmas decor! 
Don’t forget to recycle 
your old Christmas lights at 
Becker True Value!

O’ Brothers Wine
& Spirits
7890 Front St.
Clear Lake, MN 
320-743-0139
O’ Brothers is a great 

gift-giving shop where you 
can find a RumChata gift 
set for just $24.99, or a 
Four Roses small batch gift 
set. O’ Brothers also offers 
a wide variety of bourbons 
and other cordials.

Clearwater Parts City
Auto Parts
845 MN-24
Clearwater, MN 
320-558-9901
CW Parts City Auto 

Parts had LED head lamps 
ranging from $84 to $105. 
They also have tons of 
power tools ranging from 
$146 to $370. It’s winer, 

2025 Gift Giving Guide: Shopping Local

CHRISTMAS
to page 2

Submitted Article

(EDITOR’S NOTE: 
Former Citizen Publisher 
Gary W. Meyer spent Oct. 
1-15 visiting 15 World War 
II sites. The following is the 
second of a three-part se-
ries on those travels.)

Normandy is not a wel-
coming place. It’s known 
for something else – the 
loss of  life in one of the 
largest and most grueling 
land invasions in the re-
cent history of our planet. 
Eighty-one years, that is.

June 6-9,1944, our 

country, in legion with Al-
lies England, Australia and 
Canada, threw our mighty 
fighting weight against 
hated Germany, which had 
been  for five years terroriz-
ing its neighbors.

The wind blew hard 
off the English Channel, 
to some effect the strength 
of the storms that blew our 
heroes to the beach 80 years 
prior. The lands inside the 
attack beaches were sand, 
with wisps of beach grass.

We visited first the 
bunkers of the Germans 
manned to mow down our 
troops as they climbed the 
cliffs of Pointe Du Hoc and 
Utah Beach, commanded 
by Gen. Omar Bradley. 
Pointe Du Hoc was a kill-
ing zone for the Americans. 
Seventy-five percent of our 

forces suffered either fatal-
ities or war wounds. Their 
main fighting tool besides 
their carbine was a grap-

Throwing 
our mighty 

fighting 
weight

HENRI, Belgian tour leader, showing an American tank 
which met its fate in an encounter with German forces. (Photo 
Submitted)

WW II
to page 3

By Mary Nehring, 
Contributing Writer

An estimated 250 peo-
ple were served breakfast at 
the Santiago Lions Break-
fast With Santa Sun., Dec. 
7 from 8:30 to 11:30 am. 

A steady stream of 
people made their way to 

Santiago Town Hall for the 
popular event, which of-
fered delicious build-your-
own omelettes, pancakes, 
French toast, sausage, 
scrambled eggs, milk, juice 
and coffee. 

Children enjoyed a 
visit on Santa’s lap and 
were treated to gift bags 

and photo opportunities 
with Santa. Non-perishable 
food items were collected 
for the local food shelf. 

Every dollar raised at 
the breakfast goes back into 
the community.

MARLEY AND JUNE TURNQUIST enjoyed their time with their Grandma (Peggy Gilyard) and 
Santa at Santiago Township Hall Sunday, December 7. (Submitted Photo).

Santiago Lions host annual 
Breakfast with Santa

LAST CHANCE
To vote in our “Best of” 
survey (ends Monday)
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Editorials - Opinions - News
Letters To The Editor

TO THE EDITOR:
The New York Times reports 
that our billionaire President 
said “Affordability doesn’t 
mean anything to anybody”.  
It’s a “fake “narrative”, a 
“con job”.  Trump plans to 
withhold SNAP payments 
unless states divulge private 
personal information about 
recipients.  As personal bank-
ruptcies from health care debt 
rise the AP reports chances 
of retaining health insurance 
subsidies are “dwindling”.  
Affordable housing is non-
existent, shelters are over-
flowing, food banks and food 
assistance organizations are 
overwhelmed with the “fake 
narrative con job”.  The tragic 
fact is, it’s not the President’s 
job to fund government pro-
grams.  The responsibility for 
spending, taxing and tariffs 
lies squarely in the House 
of Representatives which is 
controlled by Tom-sit on his 
thumbs-Emmer, and his re-
publican cronies.  Our “repre-
sentative” ignores the needs 
of CD6 to grovel at the feet of 
the billionaire dance hall pres-
ident, trading away the most 
important duty of the people’s 
House of Representatives-the 

Power of the Purse.  We de-
serve better.  Trump will be a 
lame duck next year.  In 2026 
the Power of the Ballot will 
have intelligent thoughtful 
citizens ridding Congress of 
the Emmer lazies and putting 
responsive representatives to 
work for us.  Emmer get off 
your knees and serve your 
constituents.        
Connie Rutledge
Big Lake, Mn

TO THE EDITOR:
Why are our Property Taxes 
continuing to increase? A lot 
of the reason(s) are due to un-
funded State Mandates, but 
instead of you reading what I 
have to say, listen to the Sher-
burne County Administrator.  
In October, Mr. Bruce Mes-
selt spoke before the Big Lake 
Township Board of Commis-
sions, providing a “Sherburne 
County General Update” and 
it was extremely informative.  
He gave the same update 
to the Orrock Township on 
11/19/25, who recorded it 
and placed it on their You-
Tube channel, where it can be 
watched at the following ad-
dress:  https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=2t-qD3W7M-

LU&t=1081s. Mr. Messelt’ 
remarks start at the 16 minute 
mark and go on for  another 
24 minutes.  He talks about 
Northstar, Data Centers, Nu-
clear Power, Road Projects, 
Budget, SNAP, Minnesota 
African American Family 
Preservation and Child Wel-
fare Disproportionality Act 
(MAAFPCWDA), Mari-
juana, Tobacco, Post Offices, 
Weather Sirens, St. Cloud 
Airport. . . every person, and 
not just those that pay prop-
erty taxes directly, need to 
listen to this update so as to 
become informed and learn 
what is going on now and 
what is coming in the future.
Bret R. Collier
Big Lake, MN

TO THE EDITOR:
Who Really Buys the Farm? 
Farmers aren’t struggling 
because they forgot how to 
farm. They’re struggling be-
cause policy shifts and higher 
costs hit faster than they can 
adapt. Tariffs choked off ex-
port markets. USAID, once 
a reliable $2 billion-a-year 
buyer of U.S. crops, vanished. 
Prices of inputs rose. Many 
crop farmers now lose $100–

200 an acre, and bankruptcies 
have nearly doubled. Folks 
warn that without real help, 
we could lose a quarter of 
America’s farms. AcreTrader 
doesn’t buy scrub ground. It 
targets productive row-crop 
farms (corn, soy, Delta rice) 
with good yields. The land 
goes into an LLC, then gets 
sold in slices to investors. The 
farm family often stays on as 
tenants, while rent checks and 
long-term appreciation flow 
outward. J.D. Vance’s ven-
ture-capital fund was an early 
backer, helping AcreTrader 
scale from a niche startup 
into a major player in the 
farmland-investment boom. 
His own Senate disclosures 
show a personal stake as well. 
That investment helps legiti-
mize and accelerate a system 
where farmland becomes a 
financial product. And who 
can buy in? Only accredited 
investors with high incomes 
or over $1 million in net 
worth. Any legal U.S. resi-
dent can participate no matter 
where they were born. When 
farmland leaves local hands, 
the wealth leaves with it.
Vanessa Davenport
Big Lake, MN

Simpler times
My wife Rita and I did a 

little Christmas shopping last 
weekend.

We try not to go over-
board when it comes to buy-
ing gifts.    Including brothers, 
sisters, cousins and adult chil-
dren, there are plenty of peo-
ple we could be spending lots 
of money on.

Lately, we’ve been send-
ing gift cards to the adults and 
focusing on finding appro-
priate gifts for the youngest 
generation - the grandkids. 
A few are pre-teen. Two are 
teenagers. Last year we had a 
new addition, Jordan, who is 
now almost two.

Last week was the first 
time I had walked through 
the toy section of a store in 
a long time. We were look-
ing for something for Jordan, 
but I didn’t expect to see all 
the new electronic, mechan-
ical (and expensive) gadgets 
young kids are playing with 
these days.

I saw a big selection of 
battery-operated action fig-
ures, cars and talking books. 
There were mini-toy comput-
ers with colorful keyboards 
where kids could spell out 
words and the picture would 
come up on the screen. It 
seemed like a good percent-
age of toys had either elec-
tronics, moving parts or an 
audio component.

Things were much less 
complicated when I was 
growing up. I can remember 
some of the Christmas gifts 
I received when I was very 
young. There weren’t any 
electronics and very few me-
chanical toys back then. Most 
gifts for kids were much sim-
pler.

One of my favorites was 
a set of Lincoln Logs. Me and 
my brother would spend what 
seemed like hours building 
forts and having battles using 

another gift - plastic soldiers. 
We didn’t need figures that 
moved. We used our imagi-
nation to create whatever we 
felt like doing. And we built 
houses, cars and forts using 
Tinkertoys and Erector sets. 
That was before Legos.

My parents liked to get 
us jigsaw puzzles. Not only 
did we learn how to identify 
different shapes and images, 
it also kept us quiet, which 
mom and dad really enjoyed.

We also got a selection 
of board games, like Chinese 
Checkers, Stratego, Mouse-
trap and as we got older, Mo-
nopoly and Scrabble.

Every Christmas I looked 
forward to getting a Venus 
Paradise color-by-number 
set. Some of my brothers and 
sisters would also get one, 
and we spent more quiet time 
working on our masterpieces.

My older brother was 
into cars, and I remember 
him getting Matchbox trucks, 
cars and other vehicles. None 
of them were powered by bat-
teries, but he still had lots of 
fun playing with them.

If I had to buy gifts for 
young kids these days, I’d 
probably get some of the 
things I played with as a child 
so they could use their imagi-
nation to have fun.

Batteries not included.

By Ken Francis
Contributing Writer

Second Trimester
As we begin December 

and officially begin our sec-
ond trimester, Becker Public 
Schools looks forward to 
three strong weeks of learn-
ing before our two-week 
winter break which will take 
place from December 20 to 
January 4. During the next 
couple weeks our buildings 
are focused on keeping the 
momentum on the start of 
the year and will be working 
hard to ensure every student 
finishes 2025 strong. 

We are also working on 
our 2026-2027 school cal-
endar, and this year we have 
a new twist thanks to a state 
approved option that allows 
a pre-Labor Day start for at 
least the next two years. Our 
calendar committee will re-
view the options we have 
created and we expect them 
to bring a recommendation to 
the board with a first reading 
at our January 5 school board 
meeting, and a goal to have 
full approval at our February 
or March board meeting. If 
you have thoughts or feelings 
on a pre or post-Labor Day 
start please reach out to me 
(Dr. Schmidt).

Additionally, we are 
in the early stages of plan-
ning for next year’s budget. 
With the recent referendum 
not passing, we will need 
to have an increase in fiscal 
discipline. This means eval-
uating staffing, reviewing 
spending patterns, and look-
ing for continued efficiencies 
throughout the district. This 
work calls for creativity while 
being cautious. We are com-
mitted to looking at a number 
of innovative solutions that 
allow us to maintain services 
and continue to improve the 
student experience whenever 
possible. 

Recently, we shared our 
winter weather school closing 
guidelines. It seems the snow 
is coming every day now and 

this past couple weeks has 
brought the coldest tempera-
tures in a long time. We ask 
that families continue sending 
students (All of them) with 
proper winter clothing. When 
I visited the Primary School 
recess I was encouraged by 
how well our students were 
prepared. If you need assis-
tance with winter clothes, 
please reach out to your 
child’s school as we have a 
number of resources available 
to help out. 

The winter season is also 
a very busy time for activi-
ties throughout the district. 
We invite the community to 
join us for a wide range of 
events from winter concerts, 
Community Ed programs, 
robotics, gymnastics, dance, 
wrestling, basketball and 
much more. Our students are 
extremely talented and love 
to show off their skills to our 
community and region. Please 
take a look at our website and 
specifically our activities cal-
endars for dates and times. 

As we approach winter 
break, I want to extend my 
gratitude to our families, staff, 
and community. I wish every-
one a safe and enjoyable hol-
iday season and happy New 
Year. We look forward to 
welcoming all students back 
in January with a renewed 
focus and excitement for the 
second half of the year.

By Supt.
Jeremy Schmidt

Mis-management
The state issued up-

dated economic data last 
Thursday and I, Rep. Shane 
Mekeland, R-Clear Lake, 
said Minnesota’s outlook 
is shaky after massive 
increases in taxing and 
spending while rampant 
fraud continues bleeding 
taxpayers.

The new economic 
report from Minnesota 
Management and Budget 
indicates the state’s imme-
diate future is stable, with 
a projected surplus of $2.5 
billion in the current bud-
get. But the forecast also 
reveals a significant struc-
tural imbalance, with a $3 
billion shortfall in 2028-29. 
If the $2.5 billion surplus is 
spent, Mekeland said, the 
future deficit balloons to 
$5.4 billion.

This, Mekeland said, 
comes after Democrats — 
in full control of the Capitol 
— increased state spending 
by 40 percent, used up the 
state’s $18 billion surplus 
and raised taxes by $10 bil-
lion in the last biennium.

We are looking at a 
weaker long-range econ-
omy in Minnesota, which 
is largely the result of poor 
management of our state 
under the former Democrat 
trifecta. With full control 
of the Capitol, Democrats 
went on an unprecedented 
spending spree, raised 
taxes by historic amounts 
and blew our $18 billion 
surplus. All the while, they 
not only failed to get seri-
ous about cracking down 
on our state’s serious fraud 
problem but also blocked 

House Republican efforts 
to do so.

Meanwhile, statewide 
property taxes are up a 
billion dollars because of 
unfunded mandates the 
governor and other Dem-
ocrats pushed on counties 
and school districts. On top 
of that, this forecast also 
projects falling job growth 
in large part because of 
other unfunded mandates 
the governor and Demo-
crats placed on businesses, 
such as paid leave. It all 
leaves Minnesotans with 
less money in their pocket 
as our government keeps 
growing and spending 
more. It is complete mis-
management of our state 
and we should be taking 
the opposite approach by 
getting a grip on spending 
and rooting out fraud.

A complete state bud-
get was enacted for the 
2026-27 biennium last 
spring. An updated Febru-
ary forecast will serve as 
the official framework for 
supplemental budget work 
in the 2026 session.

By Sen. 
Andrew Mathews

Walz Fraud Fiasco
Last week was a busy 

week for Congress and Min-
nesota. After three years 
of Minnesota Republicans 
sounding the alarm on the 
rampant fraud that has oc-
curred on Tim Walz’s watch, 
the national media finally 
started paying attention. Now, 
the Trump administration is 
working to hold our failed 
governor accountable, and 
we here in Congress are doing 
the same.

Tim Walz’s 
Fraud Fiasco
Under Tim Walz, Min-

nesota taxpayers have been 
robbed of more than a billion 
dollars and counting. Walz 
and his administration sat idly 
by while fraudsters lined their 
pockets and allegedly bank-
rolled Al-Shabaab terrorists. 
The New York Times called 
the fraud “staggering in its 
scale and brazenness.” The 
Washington Post, Fox News, 
and others have all reported 
on Minnesota’s out-of-con-
trol fraud.

Thankfully, President 
Trump and his administration 
have stepped up where Tim 
Walz has failed. U.S. Trea-
sury Secretary Scott Bessent 
launched an investigation into 
reports that these fraudsters 
may have been diverting Min-
nesota taxpayer dollars to Al-
Shabaab terrorists. The House 
Oversight Committee, led by 
Chairman James Comer, also 
launched an investigation 
into the widespread fraud that 
has happened on Tim Walz’s 
watch, as well as any poten-
tial retaliation against whis-
tleblowers who sought to 
protect taxpayer dollars. And 
right before Thanksgiving, 
the Minnesota Republican 
delegation sent a letter to U.S. 
Attorney Daniel Rosen, ask-
ing that he fully investigate 
this issue as well.

Our message is clear: 
Minnesotans deserve answers 
and accountability. And we 
will not rest until they get 
both.

Supporting Veterans 
and Their Families
On Wednesday, I par-

ticipated in a Veteran Stake-
holder Roundtable alongside 
House Republican leader-
ship, Chairman of the House 
Veterans Affairs Committee 
Mike Bost, and members 
from Veteran Service Orga-
nizations (VSOs) to discuss 
how Congress can better 
meet the needs of those who 
bravely served our country. 
We were also honored to be 
joined by one of MN-06’s 
very own – my good friend 
and former Veterans Ser-
vice Officer for Sherburne 
County, Bruce Price.

Our veterans and their 
families deserve nothing but 
the very best. Ensuring they 

receive the benefits they have 
earned is a top priority of 
mine, which is why, in July, 
I introduced the Veterans 
Burial Accountability Act. 
This nonpartisan, common-
sense legislation eliminates 
needless delays in veteran 
burials and ensures that no 
family is denied closure or 
forced to face uncertainty 
when burying one of our na-
tion’s heroes.

House Republicans will 
always stand with our na-
tion’s veterans. Yesterday’s 
conversation was just one of 
many important steps we’re 
taking to make sure the vet-
eran community is heard and 
prioritized in the halls of Con-
gress

Supporting 
Small Businesses 
We’re working to ad-

vance our deregulatory 
agenda to help our small busi-
nesses thrive. The legislation 
we passed this week does just 
that. 

On Wednesday, the 
House passed the Small Busi-
ness Regulatory Reduction 
Act. The estimated costs of 
federal rules and regulations 
exceed $3 trillion every year. 
A disproportionate share of 
this burden falls on small 
businesses. This legislation 
will reduce that burden by 
requiring the Small Business 
Administration (SBA) to en-
sure that new SBA rules cost 
small businesses zero dollars. 
House Republicans are put-
ting small businesses first. 

The House also passed 
the DUMP Red Tape Act. 
This legislation codifies the 
Red Tape Hotline, which 
gives small businesses a di-
rect line to the Small Business 
Administration Office of Ad-
vocacy to report burdensome 
regulations that are holding 
them back. Our job creators 
and small businesses deserve 
access to engage directly with 
the SBA about regulations 
that affect them every day.

I hope you all have had 
a great week, and if my of-
fice can ever be of assistance, 
please know our door is al-
ways open. Thank you for al-
lowing me to represent you in 
Washington, and God bless.

By Rep. 
Tom Emmer

CHRISTMAS
from page 1

so don’t forget to pick up a shovel — we have them from 
$19 to $63!

Palmer House (Located 6 miles north of Clear Lake 
on Co. Rd. 6.) 4181 - 105th Ave., Clear Lake, MN  
320-743-2147
Palmer House has great gift ideas including T-shirts 

for $20, laced-up hockey hoodies for $55, hats for $25 and 
flannel shirts for $55. They also have gift certificates in any 
denomination for the last minute stocking stuffer.

Eddie’s Auto  8495 Main Ave., Clear Lake, MN  
320-743-9993
Don’t forget your (or that special someone’s) vehi-

cle this winter! Why not pick up a gift certificate in any 
amount to place in one’s Christmas card or slide into some-
one’s stocking this Holiday season!

Clearwater Legion 505 Pine St.,  Clearwater, MN  
320-558-6627
While you are out and about, swing by the Clearwa-

ter Legion and pick up a gift certificate in any amount re-
quested or get your hands on a cool T-shirt or sweatshirt 
and show your support for your area Legion!

Submitted Article

The Becker High 
School DECA organiza-
tion is once again offering 
a free community event, as 
their third annual DECA the 
Halls celebration will be 
held on December 17 from 
5 until 7 p.m.

Join the DECA stu-
dents in the high school 
cafeteria and gymnasium as 
they have an exciting eve-
ning of fun planned for the 
entire family.  Visitors are 
asked to enter Door #3 - the 
main activities entrance.

Christmas games, 
music, crafts, snacks and 
even Santa Claus will high-
light the agenda, and the 
high school choir program 
will be caroling.

“Through this event, 
our DECA students work 
on their business skills by 
connecting with local com-

panies, event planning, 
budgeting, and marketing,” 
says DECA Advisor Kris 
Simon.  “We will have a 
handful  of vendors that 
night — and a silent auction 
to raise money for our food 
pantry and DECA competi-
tion fees.”

Through participation 
in DECA, students have the 
opportunity to work on real 
life skills in a variety of ca-
reer clusters, including mar-
keting, finance, hospitality 
and management.  Through 
their personal leadership de-
velopment, students experi-
ence an integral component 
of Career and Technical Ed-
ucation (CTE).

The entire community 
is invited to come and ex-
perience this fun-filled eve-
ning.

Get ready to DECA the Halls

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
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only we guarantee it...for life!

• Basement Waterproofi ng
• Foundation Repair
• Crawl Space Repair
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Quality Building Supplies 
at Affordable Prices

Since 1975

BOOK YOUR ORDER!

Call for a FREE estimate
117th Ave., Milaca

(north end of Milaca off Central Ave)

BUILDING
$PECIAL$

320-983-6304 • 1-800-818-1846

LATCHAM-LIND LUMBER &
POST FRAME BUILDINGS

Auctions

•••••• UPCOMING AUCTIONS ••••••

THIS IS A PARTIAL LISTING. B.P. & MN tax applies. 
See website for more: 
www.midwestauctions.com/sharer 
Keith Sharer Auction Service

320-267-1963

3825 Shadowood Dr. NE. Sauk Rapids, MN  
Directions: St. Cloud, E. on Hwy 23 Left 0n 40th (Follow Signs)
Now taking consignments for annual Jan. 1st  Antique Auction!

SUNDAY DECEMBER 14TH 
 @ 11:00 AM

ANTIQUES, HOUSEHOLD & SPORTS CARDS

WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 17TH  
 @ 4:00 PM

ANTIQUES, HOUSEHOLD, TOOLS & COLLECTIBLES

Antiques, Collectibles, 
Household, Décor’, Furniture, 

Tools & Outdoor, Yard & Garden 
& Shop

THURSDAY JANUARY 1ST 
 @ 10:00 AM

ANNUAL ANTIQUE & SIGN AUCTION

GGIIFFTT  BBOOXXEESS  AARREE  TTHHEE  PPEERRFFEECCTT  GGIIFFTT  
Looking for the perfect gift? Our holiday gift boxes are packed with a  

delectable assortment of our finest meats and treats. From savory  
sausages to mouthwatering jerky, each box is a celebration of flavor,  

ideal for sharing with loved ones or treating yourself.   

4 GENERATIONS STRONG 

HHwwyy  2244,,  CClleeaarr  LLaakkee,,  MMNN --  ((332200))  774433--22331111 

Same Location for 111 Years! 

CCEELLEEBBRRAATTEE  TTHHEE  HHOOLLIIDDAAYYSS    
WWIITTHH  LLOOCCAALL  FFLLAAVVOORR!!  

FRESH PRIME RIB - FRESH HAMS 

STORE HOURS 
Mon-Fri: 8:30am to 6:30pm 

Sat: 8:30am to 4:00pm  Sun: 10:00am to 4:00pm 
Visit us at www.mcdonaldsmeats.com 

Keller Lake Commons in Big Lake, now an Assisted Living Community 
offering full apartments ranging from 644 to 956 square feet. Cable is included in rents 

for private pay and housing support (formerly known as GRH) renters. Accepting EW and 
CADI. For more information please contact Nicole Gilder, Housing Director at 

763-263-2363 or check us out online at www.kellerlakecommons.com

Christmas Worship

Children’s Christmas program 
Dec 21 at 10 am

Blue Christmas Worship  
Dec 21 at 4 pm

Christmas Eve Worship 
9 am – 4:30 pm – 8 pm

South  Santiago  Lutheran  Church - 14675-37th  Street  Clear Lake

SOUTH SANTIAGO LUTHERAN CHURCH

Christmas 
Worship

WW II
from page 1

A MAP (RIGHT) SHOW-
ING the locations of our visits 
over 15 days to World War 
II sites in Germany, Austria, 
Holland, Belgium and France. 
(Submitted Photo).

THE AMERICAN 82ND AB 
DIVISION WAS PARATROOP-
ING at night into St. Mere 
Eglise, just miles to the south-
west. One of the troopers 
(bottom left photo) became 
famous for his unfortunate 
landing, snagging his para-
chute rigging onto the steeple 
of the church, 90 feet above 
the parish yard. (Submitted 
Photo).

MULLBERRIES BRIDGES 
BUILT IN THE WEEKS BEFORE 
NORMANDY (left photo) 
locked together and were 
280’ x 50’ wide x 65’ deep 
metal segments bridges that 
went far into the water and 
then to shore to transport 
nearly 100% of landing craft, 
troops and materials up the 
beach. (Submitted Photo).

pling hook attached to 100 
feet of rope. It got them nose 
to nose with the Germans.

To the north, Ameri-
cans ground up the beach at 
Omaha. Omaha posed its own 
life-threatening issues for the 
Americans. Omaha Beach 
was a near-thousand foot 
open yard at which the Ger-
mans, from  higher stations, 
could bore their machine 
guns down on the attacking 
Americans. The German 7th 
Infantry Division was the de-
fender.

The British and Cana-
dians attacked the beaches 
to the north, landing zones 
Gold, Juno and Sword. The 
German 15th Infantry Divi-
sion defended against them.

The invasion would not 
have been possible had it not 
been for the design and im-
plantation of the mullberries 
bridges built in the weeks 
before in Britain. Locked to-
gether, the 280-foot x 50-foot 
wide x 65 foot deep metal 
segments formed bridges 
that went far into the water 
and then to shore to transport 
nearly 100 percent of landing 
craft, troops and materials 
up the beach. It is reported 
3.1 million tons of supplies 
reached shore due to their 
efforts. When fighters and 
materials and vehicles were 
connected, the charge was on 
for the Allies.

Nearly 196,000 naval 
forces were involved. War-
ships counted 6,800. Aircraft 
totalled 11,990, of which 
3,500 were gliders. Land 
forces counted 157,205. 
Over 438,000 vehicles came 
ashore.

Two stories of note. 
While Allies were barn-
storming the beaches, the 
American 82nd AB Division 
was paratrooping at night into 
St. Mere Eglise, just miles 
to the southwest. One of the 
troopers became famous for 
his unfortunate landing, snag-
ging his parachute rigging 
onto the steeple of the church, 
90 feet above the parish yard. 
The Germans below spotted 
him but couldn’t hit him – 
and he lived to fight another 
day. He did have hearing loss 

due to the church bells ring-
ing close by that night. The 
scene was played by Ameri-
can Actor Red Buttons in the 
1960’s picture, The Longest 
Day. Another scene from the 
movie featured a British para-
trooper division capturing the 
Pegassus Bridge, 20 miles in-
land, just 11 minutes after the 
start of the invasion.

Just a few miles inland is 
located the American Cem-
etery at Normandy, where 
9,387 of our troops are laid to 
rest. Most of  those interned 
lost their lives the first four 
days of the invasion.

A second most-noted 
cemetery is the American 
Cemetery in Luxembourg, 
where the famous Gen. 
George Patton is interred. 
He asked to be buried with 
his soldiers if he died in Eu-
rope. When he was killed in a 
traffic accident over there, his 
wishes were granted.

The Allies made good 
progress in the months since 
Normandy, liberating Paris (a 
great coming-out) in July and 
Caen in early August. From 
there, efforts were directed 
further to the east, north and 
south.

The Battle of Bastogne
There was no period of 

the Americans’ involvement 
in the European Theatre that 
was more dramatic than their 
time in Bastogne, Belgium 
during the last months of 
1944. Our troops had gotten 
themselves into a strategic 
tangle with the Nazis and 
were surrounded in what be-
came the Battle of the Bulge.

The Germans, aware of 
their advantage, approached 
Gen. Dick McAuliffe for a 
surrender. Just out of bed at 10 
a.m. after a night of fighting, 
Gen.McAuliffe responded to 
reading the German message, 
exclaiming, “Nuts’”. 

The Germans, not 
knowing what “nuts” meant, 
dawdled for hours while 
the Americans got their act 
together and went out and 
claimed superiority on the 
field in January, 1945. Gen. 
Patton’s forces were on the 
scene along with the Brits and 
helped save the battle.

American soldiers paid 
a heavy price in Bastogne. 
Members of the 101st AB Di-
vision, pinned down by Ger-
man artillery fire, attempted 
to dig fox holes in frozen 
ground in a pine plantation to 
save their lives. They barely 
dug a foot into the ground 
before they ran into pine tree 
roots. We saw the fox holes 
in the forest that October day. 
And we celebrate our heroes 
who persevered.

We need to talk about the 
local residents who resisted 
in the face of demonic Nazis 
who took over their lives -  
and killed them, if the mood 
was right.

Near 90, Henri, our Bel-
gian tour leader, led a won-
derful visit in Bastogne. He 
introduced us to the “nuts” 
general’s statute and led our 
tour of the states museum, in 
appreciation for our wartime 
efforts. He led us to the forest 
where the Rangers dug their 
foxholes.

And he told the story of 
his father, confronting an SS 
officer while in their home 
in the early stages of the war. 
The SS officer demanded to 
know where his (Nazi) men 
were (in the house they com-
mandeered away from Hen-
ri’s family).

Henri’s father repeated 
his message – that he knew 
nothing about additional Nazi 
soldiers, whereupon the SS 
officer pulled out his service 
pistol and fired two bullets 
into the father’s chest. Henri’s 
family escaped to a relatives’ 
home and lived out the war.

Henri joined the Belgian 
army after the war and has 
spent much of his adulthood 
talking about the war. There 
is a resolve in his demeanor 
and a love for comrades who 
saved his country. God bless 
him and the millions of other 
Europeans forced into de-
fending their homes from the 
tyrants with the swastikas.

(Next, a final story, 
featuring the First World 
Court, facing the Nazi elite at 
Nuremburg.)

Candlelight Christmas Service 
  Wed., Dec. 24 @ 4:30pm

8464 160th St., Clearwater, MN 55320 • 320-558-2750
clearwatertca@gmail.com• www.tcachurch.com

Christ-centered music, 
special message and of 
course, “Silent Night by 

Candlelight”
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Classifieds
AUTOMOBILES
GOT AN UNWANTED CAR??? DO-
NATE IT TO PATRIOTIC HEARTS. 
Fast free pick up. Patriotic Hearts’ programs 
help veterans find work or start their own 
business. Call 24/7: 1-833-485-1046. (mcn)

Get a break on your taxes! Donate your car, 
truck, or SUV to assist the blind and visually 
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost vehicle 
pickup and secure a generous tax credit for 
2025. Call Heritage for the Blind Today at 
1-855 977-7030 today! (mcn)

Donate your car, truck, boat, RV and 
more to support our veterans! Schedule 
a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup and receive 
a top tax deduction! Call Veteran Car Dona-
tions at 1-888-429-2331 today! (mcn)

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
GET FREE MY nine-day Money Mira-
cle Report. Documented proof. I’ve made 
$2,000 in seven days. Call Now 24 hour 
recorded message (888) 349-2626 code 
WALN01 (mcn)

CABLE/INTERNET
AFFORDABLE TV & INTERNET. If 
you are overpaying for your service, call now 
for a free quote and see how much you can 
save! 1-833-472-7954. (mcn)

DIRECTV- All your entertainment. Noth-
ing on your roof! Sign up for Directv and get 
your first three months of Max, Paramount 
+, Showtime, Starz, MGM+ and Cinemax 
included. Choice package $84.99/mo. Some 
restrictions apply. Call DIRECTV 1-866-
296-1409. (mcn)

EMPLOYMENT/HELP WANTED
FREE REPORT REVEALS The Only 
Way Left for The Little Guy To Earn A 
Large Income From Home in This Economy 
Call 24 our recorded message 1(888) 349-
2626 Code SPOLN1.(mcn)

FINANCIAL
Inflation is at 40 year highs. Interest rates 
are way up. Credit Cards. Medical Bills. Car 
Loans. Do you have $10k or more in debt? 
Call NATIONAL DEBT RELIEF and find 
out how to pay off your debt for significantly 
less than what you owe! FREE quote: Call 
1-866-552-0649. (mcn)

HEALTH & MEDICAL
DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage for 
400 plus procedures. Real dental insurance - 
NOT just a discount plan. Do not wait! Call 

now! Get your FREE Dental Information Kit 
with all the details! 1-855-973-9175 www.
dental50plus.com/midwest #6258 (mcn)

PORTABLE OXYGEN CONCENTRA-
TOR May Be Covered by Medicare! Re-
claim independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free information kit! Call 844-
716-2411. (mcn)

STOP OVERPAYING FOR HEALTH 
INSURANCE! A recent study shows that a 
majority of people struggle to pay for health 
coverage. Let us show you how much you 
can save. Call Now for a no-obligation quote: 
1-888-772-8454. You will need to have your 
zip code to connect to the right provider. 
(mcn)

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY 
USERS! Discover Oxygen Therapy That 
Moves with You with Inogen Portable Ox-
ygen Concentrators. FREE information kit. 
Call 1-833-650-5916. (mcn)

HOME SERVICES
Don’t Pay For Covered Home Repairs 
Again! Our home warranty covers ALL 
MAJOR SYSTEMS AND APPLIANCES. 
We stand by our service and if we can’t fix 
it, we’ll replace it! Pick the plan that fits your 
budget! Call: 1-833-816-2128.(mcn)

WATER & FIRE DAMAGE RESTO-
RATION. Our trusted professionals will 
restore your home to protect your family and 
your home’s value! Call 24/7: 1-833-879-
1480. Mold Remediation services are also 
available! (mcn)

MISCELLANEOUS
These Might be the Bible Answers you’ve 
been Looking for! http://www.MusingsAb-
outGod.com Logical, Clear, Respectful... 
ahhhh... but a little Different. (mcn)

Reach over 1.4 million homes for just 
$249! Advertise your business or item with a 
classified ad in the Midwest Free Community 
Papers. Simple, cost-effective, and powerful. 
One call, and you’re done! Boost your visi-
bility now! 888-899-6327. (mcn)

NEED NEW FLOORING? Call today to 
schedule a FREE in-home estimate on Car-
peting & Flooring. Call Today! 1-833-641-
6323. (mcn)

INJURED IN AN ACCIDENT? Don’t 
Accept the insurance company’s first offer. 
Many injured parties are entitled to cash set-

tlements in the $1000’s. Get a free evaluation 
to see what your case is really worth. 100% 
Free Evaluation. Call Now: 1-833-879-1534. 
(mcn)

Prepare for power outages today with a 
Generac Home Standby Generator. Act 
now to receive a FREE 5-Year warranty with 
qualifying purchase. Call 1-877-228-5789 
today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just a 
generator. It’s a power move. (mcn)

NO MORE CLEANING OUT GUT-
TERS. Guaranteed! LeafFilter is backed 
by a no-clog guarantee and lifetime transfer-
rable warranty. Call today 1-855-577-1268 
to schedule a FREE inspection and no obli-
gation estimate. Plus get 75% off installation 
and a bonus $250 discount! Limited time 
only. Restrictions apply, see representative 
for warranty and offer details. (mcn)

THE BATHROOM OF YOUR 
DREAMS in as little as 1 day. Limited Time 
Offer - $1000 off or No Payments and No 
Interest for 18 months for customers who 
qualify. BCI Bath & Shower. Many options 
available. Quality materials & professional 
installation. Senior & Military Discounts 
Available. Call Today! 1-833-618-1178. 
(mcn)

Replace your roof with the best looking 
and longest lasting material steel from 
Erie Metal Roofs! Three styles and mul-
tiple colors available. Guaranteed to last a 
lifetime! Limited Time Offer- up to 50% off 
installation + Additional 10% off install (for 
military, health workers & 1st responders.) 
Call Erie Metal Roofs: 1-844-907-2386. 
(mcn)

REAL ESTATE
WE BUY HOUSES for Cash AS-IS! No 
repairs. No fuss. Any condition. Easy pro-
cess: Call, get cash offer and get paid. Call 
today for your fair cash offer: 1-888-715-
0513. (mcn)

WANT TO BUY
CASH PAID FOR HIGH-END MEN’S 
SPORT WATCHES! Rolex, Breitling, 
Omega, Patek Philippe, Heuer, Daytona, 
GMT, Submariner and Speedmaster. Call 
1-833-641-6646. (mcn)

WE BUY VINTAGE GUITARS! Look-
ing for 1920-1980 Gibson, Martin, Fender, 
Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite, Ricken-
backer, Prairie State, D’Angelico, Stromberg. 
And Gibson Mandolins / Banjos. 1-833-641-
7028. (mcn)

Minnesota Newspaper Association Classifieds

                                     Week of December 14, 2025             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

        
MISCELLANEOUS WANTED TO BUY

MISCELLANEOUS

HELP WANTED
AGE 55+ WORKERS

needed for part-time custodial 
work at rest areas and state parks 
in Minnesota. Apply online at 
greenviewmn.com or call 651/639-1913

SAFE STEP 
North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. 
Comprehensive lifetime warranty.
Top-of-the-line installation and ser-
vice. Now featuring our FREE shower
package and $1,600 off  for a 
limited time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 833/966-3882

CHOOSE EARTHLINK FIBER 
Internet for speeds up to 5 Gigs, no data 
caps, no throttling. Prices starting at 
$54.95. Plus, a $100 gift card when you 
make the switch. Call 844/453-6983 

DON’T LET THE STAIRS 
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY! 

Discover the ideal solution for anyone
who struggles on the stairs, is con-
cerned about a fall or wants to 
regain access to their entire home. 
Call AmeriGlide today! 866/852-5506

GET A BREAK ON YOUR TAXES! 
Donate your car, truck, or SUV to 
assist the blind and visually 
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost 
vehicle pickup and secure a generous 
tax credit for 2025. Call Heritage for 
the Blind Today at 844/220-9501 today! 

 
SATELLITE TV + INTERNET! 

Get Dish! Free install, free HD-DVR 
upgrade, 80,000 on-demand movies,
plus limited time up to $600 
In gift cards. Call today! 855/562-4309

WE BUY HOUSES 
for cash AS IS! No repairs. No fuss. 
Any condition. Easy three step 
process: Call, get cash off er and get 
paid. Get your fair cash off er today by 
calling Liz Buys Houses: 844/978-0683
Classi  ed Advertising 

That is EASY

Your newspaper 
representative can 
provide complete 

details or you can call 
MNA: 612/332-8844

The Minnesota Classi  ed 
Advertising Network

Make an impact with your 
advertising dollar with 

classi  ed advertising that 
reaches over 1MILLION 

READERS

OUTDOOR FURNACES NO-
TICE - Outdoor furnace, parts 
and supplies are in high de-
mand and have limited avail-
ability. With approximate lead 
times of about 8 months, plan 
and look ahead. Reserve now 
to have one to install for this 
summer or fall installation. We 
feature Central Boiler furnaces 
and products for complete in-
stallation. We have financing 
available, and up to a $2,000 
tax credit available on select 
models. Reserve today. Call 
or go online, 763-972-6255; 
classactfurnace.com.       ________________________

Outdoor Furnaces

To place your ad, call 763.275.0275 or stop by our office at 
14054 Bank Street, Becker • Website: www.patriotnewsmn.com

MURPHY
CHEVROLET

New & Used Cars & Trucks
(320) 968-6239

www.murphychevrolet.com

Automotive

Scan Me!

Don’t forget to 
vote for the 

Patriot’s 
READER’S CHOICE 

AWARDS 
Candidates!

220 USED CARS to choose 
from. We also BUY used cars. 
Guaranteed Approval! Morrie’s 
Auto Connection, 559 Hwy 10, 
St. Cloud (next to the red barn 
Dairy Queen). 320-229-1900. 
Apply online at: 
www.MorriesAutoConnection.com
________________________

Used Cars

Business & Professional 
Services  Directory

Attorneys

PETERSON - 
GRIMSMO

FUNERAL CHAPEL
Serving your 

community since 1933
250 East Broadway

Monticello, MN 55362
763-295-2918

Our family serving yours!

Funeral

Mulch

15920 Hwy. 10, Becker • 763-262-0871

Call today for a free estimate!
24/7 Service • Emergency #: 320.267.1855

Visit us online: wruckyeah.com

• Septic system design & installation
• Septic Tank & Drain Field Repair
• Routine Maintenance & emergency Services
• Water jetting, video drain inspection services

Wruck Excavating Inc. — 
Your trusted septic experts

320-743-2479 
• dahlensheetmetal@frontier.com

Clear Lake, MN
www.dahlensheetmetal.com

763-262-1454
Becker, MN

763-452-2500
Big Lake, MN

320-743-2204
Clear Lake, MN

FUNERAL HOME • CREMATION SERVICES

www.williamsdingmann.com

FAMILY FUNERAL HOMES

SPONSORED BY:

8852 Cty Rd 23
Becker, MN 

Phone:
763.261.5656

Ralph du Monceaux, Owner
Free Loaners ~ Free Estimates 

~ Honest Work

763-261-5656
Ralph’s

Auto Body

• BECKER
Grace Lutheran Church (LCMS)
Pastor: David M. Johnson, 763-262-7782, 11185 27th Ave SE. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am, Sun. School 10:30am, Wed. J.U.M.P. 6pm.
Becker Baptist Church
Pastors: Nathan Bucher (Senior), Kevin Drehmel (Youth) & Amy Drehmel 
(Dir. of Child/Fam. Ministry), 763-261-4202, 11951 Hancock St. Services: 
Sun. Worship/Children 10:30am. During the school year: AWANA for 
Kids/Sun. School 9:15am. Midweek Connect for Kids 6:30pm. Please reg-
ister Kids on our webite. Youth Group: Wed. 6:30pm. www.beckerbaptist.
org. 
Becker Evangelical Free Church
Pastors: Gerald Deppa (Interim Senior), Chris Salvevold (Youth), 763-261-
4125, Becker High School, Office: 11373 150th Ave SE. Services: Sun. 
Worship/Teaching/Fellowship 10am.
Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 12100 Sherburne Ave. Services: Sat. 
Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8:30am & 10:30am. Masses held 1st, 3rd & 5th Sun-
days of the month. (Masses held on 2nd & 4th Sundays in Big Lake).
Faith (Becker) Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Yolanda Denson-Byers & Vicar Molly Wills, 763-261-5751, 11755 
Sherburne Ave. Services: Sun. Worship 9:30am (Holy Communion on the 
1st & 3rd Sundays) Nursery available. Sun. school 9:55am, Refreshments 
& fellowship at 10:30am, Wed. programs: 6:00pm Wed. Worship, 6:30pm 
7th – 9th grade confirmation, 7:30pm Youth Group 1st & 3rd Wed. Bible 
Studies: Tues. 9:00am www.faithlutheran-becker.org.
Oakwood Community Church Assemblies of God
Pastors: Gerry Bass & Sarah, 763-220-6004, 13140 1st St (SW Corner of 
Becker Furniture World). Services: Sun. Bible Study/Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Snake River Free Church
Pastor: Steve Johnston, 612-219-8648, 180th St SE. Services: Sun. Worship/
Sun. School 10:30am., Hymn Sing is second Sun. of every month.
Becker Christian Center & Abundant Grace Church
Pastor: Ken Hanson, 763-262-2177, 15455 59th St SE. Services: Sun. Praise 
& Worship 9:30am, Wed. Family Fellowship 7pm.
Beacon House of Prayer
Pastors: Brian & Linda Holmes, 763-263-3771, 12264 Pleasant Ave. Ser-
vices: Thurs. Worship 6:30pm.
Free Grace United
Pastor: Kevin Wilson, 763-245-0001, Becker High School, 12000 Hancock 
St, Enter door 11. Services: Wed. Worship 6:30pm.

• BIG LAKE
Acts Seventh-Day Adventists Community Church
Pastor: Bill Nixon, 763-263-2287, 20455 187th Ave NW. Services: Sat. 
Worship 9am, Sat. Sabbath School 10:15am.
Bethany Bible Church
763-263-2167, 511 Eagle Lake Road. Services: Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Bridgeview Assembly of God
Pastor: Steve Royalty, 763-263-6274, 20500 County Road 11. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am & 10:45am, Wed. groups (kids/youth/adults) 6:30pm.
SVEA Hill Covenant Church
Pastor: Don Bellach, 763-263-6322, 16392 235th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Cornerstone Baptist Church
Pastor: Gordon Langdon, 763-263-7878, 15300 County Road 35. 
Hope Lutheran Church (ELCA) in Orrock
763-262-0028. www.hopeintherefuge.weebly.com.
IFLESIA AMOR VIVIENTE Living Love Church
Pastores: Juan & Patricia Aguayo, 763-607-5403, 21 Lake St N. Services: 
Sat. 6pm.
Lord of Glory Lutheran Church
Pastor: Marty Mably, 763-263-3090, 15550 190th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
8am & 10:30am.
Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 440 Lake St N. Services: Sat. Mass 
5pm; Sun. 8:30am & 10:30am. Masses held on 2nd & 4th Sundays of the 
month (Masses held on 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays in Becker).
Riverside Church
Online: www.myrc.church, 763-263-2410, 20314 County Road 14. Ser-
vices: Sun 8:45am, 10:30am & 12:05pm.
Saron Lutheran Church
Pastor: Kyle Sidlo, 763-263-2209, 311 Lake St. S. Services: Sun. Worship 

9:30am, indoors or livestream.
Spirit Life Church
763-262-LIFE, 221 Lake St N. Services Sun. mornings 9:45am. Going 
Deeper Sun. 9am. Prophetic Praayer Wed. 7pm.

• SANTIAGO
South Santiago Lutheran Church ELCA
Pastor: Allison Peterson, 763-662-2048, 14675 37th St. Services: Sun. 8am. 
and 10 am, Sun. School 9am.
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church E.L.S. & Princeton Evangelical School
Pastor: Timothy Zenda, 763-662-2570, 18977 17th St. Services: Sun. 
School/Bible Class 10:30am, Divine Worship 9am.
Glendorado Lutheran (ELCA)
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Shari Routh, 920-573-0193, 1100 186th Ave NE. Services: Sun 
Good Shepherd 9am, Sun. Glendorado 10:30am.
Gethsemane Church (ELCA) – Ronneby
Pastor: Barbara Peterson, 320-983-5002, 14478 78th St. NE. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Glendorado Evangelical Country Church
Pastor: Sam Alfano, 763-662-2244, 16999 Glendorado Road NE. Services: 
Sun. School 9:30am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• CLEAR LAKE
Living Waters Church
320-699-0876, 7830 Church St. Services: Sun. Worship 10am, Starting in 
Sept. Wed. night Ladies in Recovery study at 6:30pm.
Trinity Lutheran Church Missouri Synod
Pastor: Josh Reber, 320-743-2919, 8641 Main Ave. Services: Sun. Worship 
8:45am, Sun. School 9:45am.
SHED Church - Non-Denomination in Palmer
Pastor: TBD, 320-241-0123, Palmer Town Hall, 4180 105th Ave. Services: 
Sun. 5pm. www.shedchurch.org.
St. Marcus Catholic Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-743-2481, 8701 Main Ave. Services: Mon.  
& Wed. Mass 8am, Sat. Confessions 4:15pm, Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. 8am.

• DUELM
St. Lawrence Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-968-7502, 10915 Duelm Road NE. Ser-
vices: Sun. Mass 10am, Tues. Mass 8am.

• CLEARWATER
Clearwater United Methodist Church
Pastor: Alison Hendley, 320-558-2581, 405 Main St. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9:30am.
Freedom Bible Baptist Church
320-434-347, 605 Lime St. (Old Clearwater Post Office). Services: Sun. 
Prayer 9am, Sun. School 9:30am, Sun. Worship 10:45am.
Rejoice Lutheran Church – ELCA
Pastor: Jim Bump, 320-558-6851, 1155 County Road 75.  
Services: Sun. School that begins in Worship 9:30am.  
Livestream worship at Rejoice’s Youtube Channel,  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsJGuBda4orT9TWYii5wmGw
Church of St. Luke
Father: Dennis Backer, 320-558-2124, 17545 Huber Ave NW. Services: 
Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8am & 10am, Weekday Mass Tues.-Fri. 8am/
Sat. 9am.
Tri-County Alliance Church
Pastor: David Fogal, 320-558-2750, 8464 160th St NW. Services: Sun. 
School 9am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• SILVER CREEK
Immanuel Lutheran Church
Pastor: Ken Tatkenhorst, 763-878-2820, 11390 Elliot Ave NW. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am
Silver Creek Community Church
Pastor: Zach Pryor, 320-963-3957, 4282 114th St NW. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9am, Sun. Fellowship 10am, Sun. School 10:30am. 

• SAINT CLOUD
Faith Lutheran Church
Pastor: Joshua Reber, 320-252-3315, 3000 County Road SE. Worship: Sun. 
10:15am.

RYAN HUBBARD
763-263-8334 

RESIDENTIAL  • COMMERCIAL - AGRICULTURAL

6715 125th Ave - Clear Lake, MN
320.743.2387 • Cell: 320.290.9843

Scott & Tonia Ulsby

KEN GEROUX CONSTRUCTION
C O R P O R A T I O N

Integrity • Excellence
Uncompromising Customer Satisfaction

Lic. #BC002757
Big Lake • 763-263-6878

Order Online!

Becker Pizza Depot
The Area’s Best Pizza -- Ask Anyone!

14281 Bank Street, Becker • 763-262-2700
www.BeckerPizzaDepot.com • Facebook: Pizza Depot

Pizza, Wings & More

290 EAGLE LAKE RD. N. BIG LAKE
763-263-3262 • WWW.CORNEROAKSDENTAL.COM

FAMILY & COSMETIC DENTISTRY

DR. REED DILL & 
DR. PETER KUEFLER

16455 122nd St Becker MN 55308

763-263-9471

Big Lake

 763-263-6350
parkdental.com

Church DirectoryChurch DirectoryChurch Directory

320-743-2479 
• dahlensheetmetal@frontier.com

P.O. Box 646 • Becker, MN 55308
www.dahlensheetmetal.com

Becker 763-261-4200  |  Princeton 763-389-4099
Monticello 763-271-7177

www.sherburnestatebank.com

Your Hometown Bank

Sherburne
State Bank

Member 
FDIC

763-262-4237

M-F
8AM-

4:30PM

Owner: Chad Schwintek
13050 1st Street Becker, MN 55308

24 
HOUR
Towing & recovery

19640 200th Ave., Big Lake

• Family Owned 
    & Operated
• Light, Medium and 
    Heavy Duty  Towing 

• Lockouts 
• Jump Starts 
• Winch Recovery

www.bobstowingandrecovery.com

• BIG LAKE 
• ELK RIVER 
• MONTICELLO

williamsdingmann.com

Electrical

Sheet Metal

Funeral

Employment

Apply in person, 1 mile east of Becker, 
137th left, 1/8 mile on left. 612-747-0163    

NOW HIRING!
KASOWSKI GROUP

• FT FARM LABOR
• FT EQUIPMENT OPERATOR • FT FARM MECHANIC

BECKER PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS IS HIRING 

SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS!!

Up to $60 per route based on experience.
Benefits include: 
*Health, Dental, & LTD (Coverage year round)
* Paid personal, sick, and holidays
* PERA (Public Employee Retirement Assoc.)
* 403 (B) Matching Retirement Options

$2,000 SIGN ON BONUS!!

*NOW OFFERING PAID TRAINING

Contact us today! 
763-261-4588

*MINIMUM OF 3.5 HOURS A DAY WITH 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR MORE

Developing Self-Directed Learners to 
Thrive in a Changing Global Community

BECKER PUBLIC SCHOOLS IS HIRING! 
BE A PART OF OUR TEAM!

for information on all our openings, please visit www.becker.k12.mn.us
Questions?  Contact AngelA Oswald @ 763-261-4502, option 3

2025-26 School Year Substitutes:
• TEACHERS

• PARAPROFESSIONALS
• CUSTODIANS

• FOOD SERVERS/
DISHWASHERS

• BUS AND VAN DRIVERS

The City of Becker is accepting applications 
for the position of Full-Time Streets 
and Parks Supervisor in the Public 
Works department. Essential functions 
of this job include first level superviso-
ry, skilled/technical, and some adminis-

trative work to coordinate the day-to-day 
maintenance and repair of all city infrastruc-

ture and assist the Public Works and Parks Assistant Director in 
the division’s administration and construction program. In addi-
tion, this position uses personal/organizational knowledge and 
technical expertise to ensure staff are properly trained, effectively 
supervised, and that work is completed timely and meets quality 
standards. Must be able to respond, in person, to urgent and emer-
gency situations.
Minimum requirements include: a high school degree or equiv-
alent, Class A or B commercial driver’s license, four or more 
years of experience in the construction, maintenance and repair 
of comparable infrastructure. In addition, two or more years of 
leadership or supervisory experience with comparable duties for 
a group of full-time employees. Preferred qualifications include a 
strong mechanical background with demonstrated skills in trou-
bleshooting/problem-solving a variety of operating concerns/
issues with equipment, machinery and mechanical systems. Four 
or more years of experience with snow removal activities includ-
ing route planning and coordination. Four or more years’ experi-
ence as a supervisor or lead in a municipal, county or state public 
works department.
Wage range is $37.28 - $48.46/hour dependent on qualifications 
and experience. Becker has an excellent benefit package includ-
ing PERA retirement, employer paid health insurance, health 
savings account, dental insurance, life insurance, long term dis-
ability insurance.
For more information go to https://www.ci.becker.mn.us/Jobs.
aspx for the job description and application materials. Submit 
cover letter, application, supplemental questions and resume by 
Monday, December 22 at 4:00 PM to City of Becker, Attn: Shan-
non Mortenson, 12060 Sherburne Avenue, Becker, MN 55308 or 
email to smortenson@ci.becker.mn.us. EEO/AAE

By Don Bellach, 
Contributing Writer

The gallery was full for 
the Nov. 19 meeting of the 
Orrock Township Board.  
Twenty people were in at-
tendance, many of them 
residents and homeowners 
from around Ann Lake.  
They came to ask questions 
of board members about 
what was happening at the 
boat landing.  Seven of 
them spoke.  

Most of the speakers 
expressed concerns over 
more traffic on the lake 
and how that would dis-
rupt the lake.  One woman 
worried about wood ducks 
and loons that spend their 
day floating around what 
she named, “Lilly Pad Bay” 
and another worried about 
the area where children 
fish at the dock throughout 
the summer. Another man 
about was concerned about 
the costs of the township 
taking over the landing. 

All their concerns 
were unfounded regard-
ing the recent termination 
of the agreement between 
the township and the Ann 
Lake Improvement Club.  
The termination was neces-
sary so that the board could 
begin removal of an out-
house on the beach and boat 
landing area before winter.  
That removal was one of 
several requests made by 
the ALIC to the township 
that were discussed during 
last month’s meeting.  The 
requests included assistance 
with the maintenance of the 
beach and boat landing and 
that the township take over 
garbage service, electricity, 
parking lot maintenance, 
restroom maintenance, and 
mowing.  ALIC wrote that 
it would still maintain the 
lake against invasive spe-
cies and would pay for the 
insurance for the aeration of 
the lake.  No formal agree-
ment was made at that Oct. 
meeting. 

Later, when discussion 
about Ann Lake resumed, 
Chair Anne Felber pro-
posed creating a board with 

the lake association to come 
up with the details of a new 
agreement.  The board 
would consist of two Town-
ship Supervisors and a few 
residents of Ann Lake.  The 
motion passed unanimously 
and the newly created board 
would meet as soon as pos-
sible. 

County Update
County Administrator 

Bruce Messelt updated the 
board about a few items 
of distinction in Sherburne 
County, the first being the 
termination of Northstar 
Rail service which will end 
on the day of the final Min-
nesota Vikings home game, 
either Saturday, January 4 
or 5.  A two-year pilot pro-
gram will begin on January 
5.  Metro Transit Bus Route 
882 will provide service be-
tween Big Lake, Elk River, 
and downtown Minneapolis 
on weekdays. Metro Tran-
sit will operate this service 
under an agreement with 
MnDOT and will have three 
southbound trips in the 
morning and three north-
bound trips from downtown 
Minneapolis.

Messelt also spoke 
about data centers and nu-
clear power.  He then fin-
ished his update talking 
about road construction 
on Hwy. 169.  When com-
pleted, Messelt contended 
that Orrock residents will 
be able to go “from Chicago 
to the casino without hitting 
a stoplight.”

Other News
The township board 

approved an exempt gam-
bling premises permit to 
Ducks Unlimited Zimmer-
man #309 for their one-time 
bingo and raffle event to be 
held on January 10, 2026 at 
the Getaway Bar in Orrock.

A motion was approved 
for the Joint Community 
Meeting between the City 
of Big Lake, Big Lake 
Township, Orrock Town-
ship, Sherburne County 
Board of Commissioners, 
and ISD 727 to meet in 
the Big Lake City Council 
Chambers on Thursday, 
Jan. 15, 2026 at 6 p,m.

Ann Lake residents ask 
about the boat landing
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Thank you to our advertisers 
for helping the Patriot stay 

“free” to our readers!
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Obituaries2026
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

TO PUBLISH FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
DELINQUENT TAX LIST

AND OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF 
SHERBURNE COUNTY

Sealed bids for the publication of Sherburne County’s financial state-
ment, delinquent tax list, and the official proceedings of the Sher-
burne County Board, are to be submitted to the Sherburne County 
Auditor-Treasurer Office, Sherburne County Government Center, 
13880 Business Center Drive NW, Suite 100, Elk River, Minnesota 
55330-1692.  Bids will be accepted until 4:30 p.m. on December 18, 
2025, at which time they will be publicly opened and read aloud. 
From the said proposal received and accepted, the County Board of 
Commissioners will award the bids for the year 2026 at its regular 
meeting on Tuesday, January 6th at 9:00 a.m. or shortly thereafter.  
Bids will be received for the following:
1. Publication of financial statement as required by Minn. Stat. § 
375.17. 
2. Publication of official proceedings of the Sherburne County Board 
sessions as required by      Minn. Stat. § 375.12. 
3. Publication of notice and list of real estate taxes remaining de-
linquent in Sherburne County as required by Minn. Stat. §§ 279.08 
and 279.09. 
4. Publication of other public notices. 
Bids shall be submitted in exact accordance with the Bidding Doc-
uments. The Bidding Documents may be obtained at the Sherburne 
County Auditor-Treasurer Office, Sherburne County Government 
Center, 13880 Business Center Drive NW, Suite 100, Elk River, 
Minnesota 55330. 
All bids must be sealed and marked “Bid for Publication of the Sher-
burne County Financial Statement, Delinquent Real Estate Taxes, 
and the Official Proceedings of the Sherburne County Board.” 
The Sherburne County Board of Commissioners reserves the right 
to accept or reject any and all bids and to waive any informalities or 
irregularities in bidding.
By order of the County Board.
Dated at Elk River, Minnesota, this 18th day of November 2025.
/s/  Loraine Rupp, Auditor-Treasurer
Sherburne County
(Published in the Patriot: 11/29/25, 12/06/25, 12/13/25.)

Funeral Services will be 
12:00 p.m. Saturday, Decem-
ber 13, 2025 at Willams Ding-
mann Family Funeral Home 
in Becker for Doreen 
M. Peacock, age 
93, who passed 
away peace-
fully Thursday 
at her home 
s u r r o u n d e d 
by her family.  
Rev. Chris 
Salvevold will 
officiate and 
burial will be at 
Clear Lake Cem-
etery. Visitation will 
be one hour prior to the 
service. 

Doreen was born July 8, 
1932 in Minneapolis to Harry 
and Gertrude (McCauley) 
Jacobsen. She grew up in 
Minneapolis, and later lived 
in Richfield and Burnsville, 
eventually moving to Briggs 
Lake 40 years ago. Doreen 
married Jack Peacock on June 
27, 1952 in Minneapolis. She 
was a Deputy Clerk for Dakota 
County for 15 years. She en-
joyed playing cards, watching 
soap operas, visiting with fam-
ily and friends and parties at 
the lake. Doreen liked to take 
bus trips, cruises and spending 
winters in Ft. Myers, Florida. 

She was a loving and thought-
ful woman who would al-
ways remember to send cards 
for birthdays. Doreen loved 

spending time with her 
family, especially 

grandchi ldren , 
great- grand-
children and 
g r e a t - g r e a t 
grandchild.

D o r e e n 
is survived 
by her chil-
dren, Cheryl 

(Tom) Forner 
of Browns Val-

ley, Steve (Debbie) 
of Satsuma, FL. Lynn 

(Terry) Cox of Clear Lake; 
grandchildren, Brigitte, Kris-
tin, T.J., Matthew, Sara, Jen-
nifer, Melissa and Bryce; 21 
great-grandchildren; 1 great-
great grandchild; brother, Bob 
(Betty) Jacobsen of AZ; and 
many nieces and nephews.

She is preceded in death 
by her parents and husband, 
Jack. 

 A special thank you to 
Sandy with Arise and the 
nurses with St. Cloud Hospice 
for their loving care.

Obituary and Guest Book 
available online: www.wil-
liamsdingmann.com.

Doreen M. Peacock, 93
Clear Lake, MN

July 8, 1932 – December 4, 2025

Julie Renee Arneson Hick-
man passed away on Novem-
ber 21, 2025, in St. Cloud, 
Minnesota.

Julie was born in 
Princeton, Minne-
sota, on March 
21, 1965, to 
Morten Sr. and 
Sharon (Oker-
strom) Arne-
son. She grew 
up in the Or-
rock/Big Lake 
area alongside 
her four broth-
ers. She later 
spent the majority 
of her life in Las Vegas, 
where she met the love of her 
husband of 35 years.

She is survived by her 
husband, Edwin Hickman; her 
three children, AJ Morales, 
Chad Hickman, and Sabrina 
Hickman; her two grand-
daughters; her parents; and her 

brothers Mark Arneson and 
Morten Jr. (“Mooney”) Arne-
son and his wife Lucinda.

She was preceded in death 
by her twin brothers 

Marvin and Marilyn 
Arneson.

Julie was 
a caring and 
giving woman 
who loved her 
family deeply. 
Her warmth, 
strength, and 
g e n e r o s i t y 

touched the 
lives of many. 

She will be missed 
dearly.

A Celebration of Life will 
be held on March 21, 2026, 
from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. at the 
home of her parents, Morten 
and Sharon Arneson, at 26222 
184th St. NW, Big Lake, MN 
55309.

Julie Renee Arneson Hickman, 60
Formerly of Big Lake, MN

March 21, 1965 – November 21, 2025 

Office of the Minnesota 
Secretary of State

Certificate of Assumed Name
Minnesota Statutes, 

Chapter 333
The filing of an assumed 

name does not provide a user with 
exclusive rights to that name. The 
filing is required for consumer 
protection in order to enable cus-
tomers to be able to identify the 
true owner of a business.
ASSUMED NAME: diamond tax 
PRINCIPAL PLACE OF BUSI-
NESS: 707 Highway 10 Elk 
River MN 55330 USA
NAMEHOLDER(S):
Name: Stacy Hollenbeck
Address: 707 Highway 10 Elk 
River MN 55330 USA

If you submit an attachment, 
it will be incorporated into this 
document. If the attachment con-
flicts with the information specif-
ically set forth in this document, 
this document supersedes the data 
referenced in the attachment.

By typing my name, I, the 
undersigned, certify that I am 
signing this document as the per-
son whose signature is required, 
or as agent of the person(s) whose 
signature would be required who 
has authorized me to sign this 
document on his/her behalf, or in 
both capacities. I further certify 
that I have completed all required 
fields, and that the information in 
this document is true and correct 
and in compliance with the appli-
cable chapter of Minnesota Stat-
utes. I understand that by signing 
this document I am subject to the 
penalties of perjury as set forth in 
Section 609.48 as if I had signed 
this document under oath.
SIGNED BY: Stacy Hollenbeck
MAILING ADDRESS: 
707 Highway 10 Elk River 
Minnesota 55330 
EMAIL FOR OFFICIAL NO-
TICES: stacy@diamondtax.net
Work Item: 1604900900029
Original File Number: 
1604900900029
STATE OF MINNESOTA
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 
OF STATE
FILED
12/03/2025 11:59 PM
/s/ Steve Simon
Secretary of State
(Published in the Patriot: 
12/13/25, 12/20/25).
___________________________ 

STATE OF MINNESOTA
DISTRICT COURT

COUNTY OF SHERBURNE
TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

INFORMAL PROBATE
Court File No.: 71-PR-25-185
In Re the Estate of Steven 
Charles Laske a/k/a Steven C. 
Laske a/k/a Steve Laske, De-
ceased.

NOTICE OF INFORMAL 
PROBATE OF WILL AND AP-
POINTMENT OF PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVE AND NO-
TICE TO CREDITORS.

TO ALL INTERESTED 
PERSONS AND CREDITORS:

Notice is hereby given that an 
application for informal probate 
of the above-named Decedent’s 
Last Will dated May 9, 2013, has 
been filed with the Probate Regis-
trar, and the application has been 
granted.

Notice is also given that the 
Probate Registrar has informally 
appointed the following: Michelle 
Lynn Hansen, 816 W. Elm St., 
West Salem, WI, 54669, mmhan-
sen@aol.com, 608-769-0840, 
as personal representative of the 

Estate of the Decedent. Any heir, 
devisee or other interested person 
may be entitled to appointment as 
personal representative, or may 
object to the appointment of the 
personal representative. Unless 
objections are filed pursuant to 
Minn. Stat. § 524.3-607, and 
the court otherwise orders, the 
personal representative has full 
power to administer the Estate, 
including, after 30 days from the 
date of issuance of letters, the 
power to sell, encumber, lease or 
distribute real estate.

Any objections to the probate 
of the Will, or to the appointment 
of the personal representative, 
must be filed with this court, and 
will be heard by the court after the 
filing of an appropriate petition 
and proper notice of hearing.

Notice is also given that, 
subject to Minn. Stat. § 524.3-
801, all creditors having claims 
against the Estate are required to 
present the claims to the personal 
representative or to the Court 
Administrator within four (4) 
months after the date of this No-
tice, or the claims will be barred. 
/s/ Pamela Kreier,
Probate Registrar
/s/ Katrese Ringham,
Court Administrator
(Published in the Patriot: 
12/13/25, 12/20/25).
___________________________

STATE OF MINNESOTA
DISTRICT COURT

COUNTY OF SHERBURNE
TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

PROBATE
Court File No.: 71-PR-25-174
In re the Estate of Sharon Elaine 
Ringwelski, Decedent.

Notice and Order for Hear-
ing on Petition for Formal 
Adjudication of Intestacy, De-
termination of Heirship, and 
Appointment of Personal Rep-
resentative and Notice to Cred-
itors. 
It is ordered and notice is given 
that on December 24, 2025 at 
1:30 p.m., a hearing will be held at 
Sherburne County Courthouse via 
zoom hearing for the formal adju-
dication of intestacy and determi-
nation of heirship of the Decedent, 
and for the appointment of: 
Name: Ryan Patrick Ringwelski
Address: 101 10th Street East 
#342, St. Paul, MN 55101
as Personal Representative of the 
Estate of the Decedent in: an un-
supervised administration.
Any objections to the petition 
should be filed with the Court 
prior to or raised at the hearing. 
If proper and if no objections 
are filed or raised, the personal 
representative will be appointed 
with full power to administer the 
Estate including the power to 
collect all assets, to pay all legal 
debts, claims, taxes and expenses, 
to sell real and personal property, 
and to do all necessary acts for the 
Estate. 
Notice is also given that (subject 
to Minn. Stat. § 524.3-801) all 
creditors having claims against the 
Estate are required to present the 
claims to the personal representa-
tive or to the Court Administrator 
within four months after the date 
of this Notice or the claims will 
be barred.
Dated: October 16, 2025 
/s/ Katrese Ringham 
Court Administrator
(Published in the Patriot: 
12/13/25, 12/20/25).
___________________________

TOWN OF BECKER
SHERBURNE COUNTY, MINNESOTA

RFP: BUILDING OFFICIAL/INSPECTION SERVICES.
The Town of Becker is seeking professional service proposals from 
firms/individuals interested in performing building official/inspector 
duties for the Township, which has adopted the 1997 Fee Schedule. 
The Township is interested in an independent contractor agreement 
for those services.  The duties require skilled inspection work in se-
curing compliance with State building, plumbing and mechanical 
codes, Fire Marshaling, and related regulations and standards.  Work 
involves responsibility for plan review and inspection of structures 
in regards to conformity with the Townships zoning ordinance, code 
requirements, and technical standards.  The inspection of new and 
existing septic system is also required. 
Submittals to be received online via QuestCDN Quest Number 
9978034 or to Lucinda Messman, Clerk, Becker Township, 12165 
Hancock Street, PO Box 248, Becker, MN  55308 by 4:30 pm on 
Friday, December 19, 2025.
/s/ Lucinda Messman, 
Becker Township Clerk
(Published in the Patriot: 12/13/25.)

TOWN OF BECKER
SHERBURNE COUNTY, MINNESOTA

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
TWO YEAR GENERAL MAINTENANCE 
CONTRACTOR SERVICE AGREEMENT

Bids will be received until 
Tuesday, December 23, 2025 at 6:00 p.m.

Bids for a Two-Year General Maintenance Contract will be re-
ceived by Becker Township until Tuesday, December 23, 2025 at 
6:00pm. 

 The Becker Town Board will meet at 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, 
December 23, 2025, to consider said bids.  You can attend via zoom 
for opening, review and award by the Town Board.  Zoom Meet-
ing https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86383968670 Meeting ID: 863 8396 
8670 Find your local number: https://us06web.zoom.us/u/koXQbFIqk 
If you have any issues accessing the meeting, please call the town 
hall at 763-261-5301 and someone will be happy to assist you with 
meeting ID.

 The said bids shall be for the furnishing of equipment, labor 
and materials for general maintenance of all township roads as more 
thoroughly described in the proposed Agreement.  The agreement 
documents are available at the town website www.BeckerTwpSher-
burneCoMN.gov or www.QuestCDN.com.  Quest Number 9980162.  
To be considered a planholder for bids, register for a free ‘Regu-
lar’ membership by clicking ‘Join’. You may download the digital 
documents for $5.00 by entering the Quest Number 9980162 on the 
search page.

 Downloading the documents and becoming a plan holder is rec-
ommended as plan holder’s receive automatic notice of addenda and 
bid updates. Contact QuestCDN Customer Support at 952-233-1632 
or Success@QuestCDN.com for assistance in membership registra-
tion and downloading digital documents.  Quest Number 9980162

 Bids may be submitted to the Town Hall in a sealed envelope 
with a statement thereon indicating submission is for General Main-
tenance Service Agreement for Quest number 9980162.  Bids shall 
be addressed to: Lucinda Messman, Town Clerk, Town of Becker, 
12165 Hancock Street, PO Box 248, Becker, Minnesota 55308.

Bids received by the Town Clerk after the time set for receiving 
bids shall be returned unopened.  The Township Board reserves the 
right to reject any and all bids or any portion thereof for any or no 
reason.

 By order of the Town Board of the Town of Becker.
/s/ Lucinda Messman, 
Becker Township Clerk
(Published in the Patriot: 12/13/25, 12/20/25.)

NOTICE OF FILING FOR TOWN OFFICES
TO BE ELECTED

BECKER TOWNSHIP 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN  that a town election will be 

held in the Township of Becker, Sherburne County, Minnesota, on 
Tuesday, the 10th day of March 2026.

 The first day for filing affidavits of candidacy will be Tuesday, 
the 30th day of December, 2025 and the last day will be Tuesday, the 
13th day of January, 2026, at 5:00 p.m.

 Filings may be made with Clerk Lucinda Messman at the 
Becker Township Hall, 763-261-5301 during regular hours or call 
for appointment. Town hall will be open until 5:00 P.M. on Tuesday, 
January 13, 2026.

 The following terms will be expiring:
	 Supervisor, Seat #1 – for the term of three (3) years
	 Supervisor, Seat #2 – for the term of three (3) years
 Filing fee is $2.00.

/s/ Lucinda Messman, 
Becker Township Clerk
(Published in the Patriot: 12/13/25.)

CLEAR LAKE TOWNSHIP
NOTICE OF FILING FOR TOWN OFFICES

 Notice is hereby given that a Town Election will be held in the Town-
ship of Clear Lake, County of Sherburne, State of Minnesota, on 
Tuesday, March 10th, 2026, at the Clear Lake Township Hall at 7938 
116th St SE, Clear Lake Mn 55319.
The first day for filing affidavits of candidacy will be December 30, 
2025, and the last day will be Tuesday the 13th of January 2026, 
during regular office hours: Thursday 9:00 am until noon. 
The office will also be open on Tuesday January 13th, 2026, from 
1:00 pm until 5:00 pm.  You may call the Clerk’s office for an ap-
pointment if needed. Filings close at 5:00 pm on January 13th, 2026. 
Last day to withdraw is January 15th, 2026, by 5pm.
Office to be filled at the Annual Meeting in March is for:
Supervisor A for a three-year term.
Filing fee is $2.00.
Nancy Betzler
Clear Lake Township Clerk
(Published in the Patriot:12/13/25)

TOWNSHIP OF LYNDEN, NOTICE OF FILING FOR 
TOWN OFFICES TO BE ELECTED

Notice is hereby given that a town election will be held in the 
Township of Lynden, Stearns County, Minnesota, on Tuesday, March 
10, 2026. Qualified voters of Lynden Township who wish to be can-
didates for office in Lynden Township must file an Affidavit of Can-
didacy with the Township Clerk.

Filing for town office will be held for a two week period begin-
ning December 30, 2025 and closing on January 13, 2026 at 5:00 
p.m. Affidavits of Candidacy are located on the web: https://www.
sos.state.mn.us/election-administration-campaigns/ or by contacting 
the clerk. Offices to be filled are:

One (1) Supervisor / Three year term
One (1) Clerk / Two year term
The Clerk’s office located at the Lynden Town Hall 21367 Co 

Rd 44 will be open from 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. on the last day of 
filing, January 13, 2026.
/s/ Jenny Schmidt
Lynden Township Clerk
(Published in the Patriot: 12/13/25.)

FILING NOTICE TO QUALIFIED VOTERS 
IN SANTIAGO TOWNSHIP

Notice is hereby given that a Town Election will be held in the Town-
ship of Santiago, Sherburne County, MN. on March 10, 2026. 
Notice is hereby given to qualified voters of Santiago Township, 
Sherburne County, State of Minnesota, that filing for town office 
will be held for a two-week period beginning Tuesday, December 
30, 2025. 
Affidavits of Candidacy shall be filed by appointment with the Town 
Clerk, Kathy Woolard.    Affidavits will be accepted from December 
30, 2025 through January 13, 2026.  The Clerks office will be open 
for filing January 13, 2026 from 1:00 pm until 5:00 pm. 
There will be a $2.00 filing fee. 
Offices to be filled at the Annual Election in March are as follows;
	 1. Supervisor for a three-year term
	 1. Clerk for a two-year term 
The clerk’s office , located at 16943- 20th Street, Santiago, MN., will 
be open Saturday, March 7, 2026 for P.A. Testing and for the purpose 
of absentee voting. 
/s/: Kathy Woolard, Clerk
Santiago Township
(Published in the Patriot: 12/13/25, 12/20/25.)

By Mary Nehring, 
Contributing Writer

The Clearwater Fire Depart-
ment joined Flinstones Lounge last 
Saturday in Clearwater for their an-
nual Toys for Tots fundraiser. 

Helping in the fundraiser were 
numerous members of the Moe fam-
ily including 96-year-old matriarch, 
Joyce Moe and her family members.

Joyce’s daughter, Lynea was 
present as well as granddaughter 
Nicole and great granddaughter Aa-
liyah Theisen. Lynda Moe (owner 
of Moe Agency in St. Cloud) and 
daughter of Joyce, and another 
daugther of Joyces,  Lurae Scoles 
(owner of Winners Sports Bar & 
Grill locations in Sartell & Cold 
Spring) were also there to help. 
Clearly, serving in the hospitality 
industry runs in the family! 

Flinstones Lounge is located in 
Clearwater and is a family owned 
and operated business that offers a 
wonderful variety of food, including 
delicious homemade pizzas! 

Clearwater Corners, Clearwater 
Legion and Clearwater Travel also 
are collecting toys for Toys for Tots.

Flinstone’s is also hosting a free 
community Christmas dinner made 
by their family for anyone who does 
not have a place to go during the 
holidays. The free dinner will be 
held on Christmas Day at 1 p.m.

THE CLEARWATER FIRE DEPARTMENT gathered with a group of helpers which in-
cluded a fourth-generation grandma, 96-year-old Joyce Moe, her daughter Lynea as 
well as her granddaughter, Nicole and great granddaughter Aaliyah Theisen. Also pic-
tured is another of Moe’s daughters, Lynda Moe (owner of Moe Agency in St. Cloud), as 
well as another daughter Lurae Scoles (owner of Winners Sports Bar & Grill locations in 
Sartell & Cold Spring). (Submitted Photo).

Moe family helps CW fire with fundraiser



Submitted Article

This year marks the 
126th anniversary of the 
nationwide Christmas Bird 
Count, a survey of winter 
bird species conducted an-
nually from December 14 
to January 5. 

This citizen science 
project is organized by 
the National Audubon So-
ciety and involves 10s of 
thousands of volunteers 
from Alaska to Antarc-
tica, including a group of 
volunteers at your nearby 
Refuge. 

On Thursday, Decem-
ber 18, Sherburne’s vol-
unteers will survey within 
a 7.5-mile radius from the 
intersection of Sherburne 
Co. Rd. 9 and Co. Rd. 5.

While additional vol-
unteer counters are not 

needed, the Refuge could 
still use your help! If 

you live within fif-
teen miles of the 

count area, 
p l e a s e 

c l e a n 
a n d 

fill 

your bird feeders at least 
three days before the count. 
Be aware that vehicles may 
be driving slowly past your 
home with binoculars fixed 
on your property. There is 
no cause for concern; the 
observers are only inter-
ested in the species and 
numbers of birds on your 
property.

Reports from par-
ticipating groups across 
the country are tallied by 
Audubon and other birding 
organizations, including 
the Minnesota Ornitholo-
gists’ Union. The final tally 
provides valuable informa-
tion on the number of bird 
species present during that 
23-day time frame. 

Local data for the Ref-
uge is used to track changes 
in our bird populations over 
time, and it can also be 
pooled with data from other 
areas to detect patterns over 
a larger region. Last year, 
the Refuge’s Christmas 
Bird Count observed 42 
species of birds, includ-
ing numerous common 
species such as trumpeter 
swans and black-capped 
chickadees, as well as less 
common species like one 

northern saw-whet owl 
and four northern 

shrikes.
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Community newspapers 
cannot survive 

without their 
advertisers. 

Support them 
by shopping 

local.

Area News
Golden Nursery

& Tree Farm

Cut your own Balsam 
Fir or  Colorado Spruce
5-14-ft. Only $28
All Varieties of Pre-Cut 
Trees & Wreaths

HOURS: Mon-Thurs noon-7pm
Fri-Sat-Sun 9am-7pm

Golden
Nursery*

Rice

C
o 

R
d

. 
56

10

Since 1958!

21/2  miles E of Rice on Cty Rd.
12 & 1 mile N on Cty Rd. 56

T R E E S

(320) 393-2155

Open Nov. 22-Dec. 23

November 28 - 
December 23, 2025

Bring in your 
Christmas tree 

receipt from any 
local tree farm 

and receive 1 
free pitcher of 

pop or domestic 
beer free with 

the purchase of 
an entree.

Brickyard’s Annual
CHRISTMAS TREE 

PROMOTION

Thank you for 
supporting your 
local businesses!

8475 Center St., Clear Lake, MN 55319 • 320-743-5540
Hours: M-TH, 11am-12am; F-SA, 10am-2am; SU, 10am-12am

www.brickyardbarandgrill.net

FREE 
Pitcher of 
pop/beer

Like us on Facebook

We slaughter in-house
Call to book an appointment!

FORMERLY T&R MEATS

105 PINE ST., CLEARWATER • 320-558-6390

• Steaks • Pork Chops • Brats 
• Hot Dogs • Hamburgers 

• Chicken • Roasts & More!

Wild Game Trimming (Boneless only)

Pick up your 
Christmas hams!

Let us do your Holiday baking!

Baked 
Fresh
Daily!

30 Custom Flavors of Bread30 Custom Flavors of Bread
10 VARIETIES EVERY DAY NO 

ADDITIVES OR PRESERVATIVES
Pastries, Sandwiches, Coffee Cakes & More!  

Large Selection of dinner rolls & specialty breads.

Downtown Elk River

315 Jackson Ave.
— Lower Level —

M-F 6:30am-6pm, Sat 6:30am-4pm 
763-441-0002

Artisan Soap • Essential Oils 
Face • Body • Crystals • Plants

Made in Clearwater 
Since 1999!

• PETROLEUM • PARABENS • SULFATES • PHTHALATES 
• DETERGENTS • GMOS • SYNTHETIC FRAGRANCES • DYES 

• PRESERVATIVES • GLUTEN • ANIMAL INGREDIENTS

Products free from:

Divine Harmony For Skin & Soul

800 Nelson Drive, Clearwater, MN 55320
www.purpleprairie.com

Stop by for 
great gift ideas!

ASAP Pumping Service

• Commercial septic Pumping
• Residential Septic Tank Pumping 
• Holding Tanks• Routine Maintenance
• Tank Compliance• Emergency Service

Call 
763 415-0319

Serving Becker, Big Lake, Elk 
River and Surrounding Area

Emergency 
Service!

By Mary Nehring, 
Contributing Writer

The Clearwater EDA 
hosted a Holiday Business 
Open House network event 
Tues., Dec. 9 from 8 a.m. – 9 
a.m. at the Clearwater Lions 
Park Pavilion.  

Refreshments were gen-
erously provided, including 
fresh coffee and delicious 
cinnamon rolls and cookies, 
courtesy of Clearwater Travel 
Plaza. 

Attendees enjoyed vis-
iting with one another at the 
event, which was hosted by 
the City of Clearwater. 

HOLIDAY CHEER. Clear-
water EDA hosted a Holiday 
Business Networking Open 
House at Clearwater Lions 
Park Pavillion Tuesday, De-
cember 9th from 8am to 9am. 
Pictured: Mary and Ken Abra-
ham. (Patriot photo by Mary 
Nehring.) 

Clearwater 
EDA hosts 

Holiday 
Open House

By Mary Nehring, 
Contributing Writer

The Becker Lions treated 
Lange Board & Room As-
sisted Living members to 
their annual Christmas party 
at Jack and Jims Event Cen-
ter in Duelm on Monday eve-
ning, Dec. 8. 

Musicians Janet Schulte 
and Richard Currot provided 
guitar music and The Snake 
River Singers led a Christmas 
carol sing-along with Lange 
Home residents. 

Becker Lions host Lange 
Home Christmas Party 

BECKER LIONS SPREAD 
HOLIDAY CHEER. Santa co-
zied up to Patti Cox. (Patriot 
Photo by Mary Nehring).

Refuge 
neighbors 
being asked 
to fill feeders

Trisko Jewelry would like to invite 
you to our studio in Waite Park, 

DEC. 15-16-17-18-19, 2025; M-F 10am-4pm
DEC. 22-23, 2025; M-TU 10am-4pm

JAN. 6-7-8; 13-14-15; 20-21-22; 10AM-4pm
Please call for an appointment 320-253-5346

If needed, call for directions

Invitation
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Be a Patriot Page 
Sponsor! Call 

763.275.0275 to 
secure your ad

Sports/Area News

PROUD SPONSOR
OF THE 

NEWSPAPER,
EVENTS, ACTIVITIES

AND BUSINESSES
IN OUR LOCAL

COMMUNITIES!

763-262-5850
tjpottertrucking.com

BECKER/BIG LAKE

Big Lake on December 16th from 3-7pm. 
Becker on December 18th from 3-7pm.

> Special referral offers for members

> Special offer for prospective members

> Free fitness assessments

> Gym tours and demonstrations

> Meet other local businesses

> Raffles and Drawings

See Our Fresh New Look and New Equipment

Anoka 
Christmas 

Market
Sat., Dec. 20th, 10am-4pm

Greenhaven Golf  Club
2800 Greenhaven Road, Anoka

By Maria Moore, 
Contributing Writer

The Becker gymnastics 
team hosted its annual Bull-
dog Clinic Invitational on 
Fri., Dec. 5 and came home 
with the title. 

This meet is different 
then normal meets because 
after the athletes compete, 
the judges take the time to 
give them feedback on their 
skills and their routines. 
Head Coach Jen Harmon-
ing said this is great for the 
athletes to be able to take 
firsthand feedback from the 
judges and ask questions 
of their own. It’s also an 
amazing way to start the 
competition season off, as 
the girls get ready for the 
conference matchups. 

“I was very proud of 
the way the team performed 
at this very early point in 
the season,” said Harmon-
ing. “They have been work-
ing hard all off-season, and 

many of the gymnasts suc-
cessfully transferred new 
skills into their competitive 
routines.” 

The team continues to 
get stronger as each week 
goes by. The annual Bull-
dog Clinic Invitational was 
supposed to be a quadran-
gular, but one team had to 
pull out, which meant that 
the Bullsogs were allowed 
to field two teams. 

The team results were 
as follows, first place: 
Becker (first team) 138.15; 
second place: Chas-
ka-Chanhassen 130.4; 
third place: Becker (second 
team) 125.4; and fourth 
place went to Wayzata with 
a score of 119.85. 

Individual results in-
clude vault, bars, beam, 
floor exercises and all-
around results. 

Vault results: first 
place: Karli Kirk (9.35); 
second place: Maggie 
Graning (9.15); third place: 

Alyse Denne (9.1)  and 
fourth place: Brielle Kus-
chel (8.7). 

Bar results: first place: 
Kirk (8.8); third place: 
Graning (8.05); and fourth 
place: Denne (7.9). 

Beam Results: first 
place: Sabrina Jensen (8.8); 
second place: Denne (8.5); 
third place: Kirk (8.45); 
fourth place: Violet John-
son (8.4); and fifth place: 
Kuschel (8.4). 

Floor results: first 
place: Kirk (9.15); second 
place: Graning (9.05); third  
place: Denne (9.05); and 
fourth place: Lillian Bon-
sante (9.0). 

All-Around results: 
first place: Kirk (35.75); 
second place: Denne 
(34.55); and third place: 
Graning (34.55). 

The conference opener 
is Dec. 12 against Princeton 
at home.

Becker gymnasts take 1st at home meet

By Don Bellach, 
Contributing Writer

According to Opera-
tions Manager Justin Rob-
inson, the move by United 
Bus Sales to their new lo-
cation began in December 
of 2023 with the purchase 
of 18 acres off Hwy. 10 in 
Becker Twp.  At that time, 
United Bus had plans to ex-
pand and knew the old fa-
cility would not be able to 
meet all their future needs, 
including plans to incor-
porate a retail parts store 
into their business.  Rob-
inson shared that the new 
location was chosen in part 
because United owners and 
management, “…wanted 
to stay within a certain ra-
dius for employees, so they 
wouldn’t have to drive far-
ther to work.”

In April of 2024, Rob-
inson first met with Becker 
based contractor B&B 
Built to develop plans for 
the new building and then 
with Becker Twp. for plan-
ning and permitting.  In 
October of last year, they 
finally broke ground.  The 
goal was always to finish 
construction by July of this 
year to avoid interfering 
with their busy bus season. 
Thankfully, construction 
was completed in the mid-
dle of June and the move-in 
for the offices and shop 
was completed on June 18, 

2025.  Robinson shared that 
he was confident that they 
would meet their deadline.  

“Things kept clicking 
into place,” he said.

Business for United 
Bus Sales was never inter-
rupted by construction or 
the move to the new build-
ing.  Once that was com-
pleted, plans to set-up the 
retail parts store began.  The 
plan was always to expand 
their parts department into 
retail and Robinson found 
a partner in Auto Value 
Parts Stores that would 
allow them to do that.  He 
also hired a seasoned Parts 
Manager to run it.  

Set-up began in Octo-
ber of this year, culminat-
ing in a soft open on 10/28.  
The store officially opened 
on Tuesday, 11/18.   Auto 
Value Parts is open to the 

general public offering 
parts for almost every type 
of vehicle. 

“If it has wheels or 
tracks, we can help you 
out,” said Robinson.  “Auto 
Value stocks parts for 
trucks, busses, tractors, 
small engines, and cars.”  

The opening of Auto 
Value completed the plans 
that began in December of 
2023.  Overall, he shared 
how thrilling the project 
has been.  

“It’s exciting to see a 
plan come together,” Rob-
inson said. “We’re complet-
ing our plan for growth.”

When plans to expand 
began, United Bus Sales 
had 14 employees, cur-
rently, they’ve expanded to 
32, with plans to hire more 
in the future. 

THE NEWLY COMPLETED BUILDING for United Bus Sales 
and Auto Value Parts Stores. (Patriot photo by Don Bellach)

Auto Value Parts Store 
Completes United Bus Sales Move

By Ken Francis, 
Contributing Writer

The Big Lake Wres-
tling team finished fifth of 
eight teams at the Big Lake 
Invitational last Friday.

Seven Hornets placed 
in the top five spots in their 
weight classes.

Austin Frederickson 
had the team’s highest fin-
ish, taking second at 215 
pounds. The senior pinned 
Kyle Nye of Amery at 0:20 
in his first match. He pinned 
Eric Bowen of Minnewaska 
at 1:36, but lost a 5-4 deci-
sion to Brecken Andres of 
Pierz in the championship 
match.

Elijah Schaller took 
third at 121 pounds. He 
pinned Owen Wiger of 
Sartell at 1:35 in his first 
match, before losing  a 10-0 
decision to champion Rylan 
Gruber of Pierz. He pinned  
Colton Carlson of Albany 
at 0:50, then beat Breken 
Navarro of Kerkhoven 

Murdock Sunburg (KMS) 
by 18-2 tech fall in his final 
match.  

Jaylen Rand finished 
third at 133 pounds. After 
an opening round 13-9 
loss to Rowan Steward of 
Sartell, he pinned Brecken 
Gruber of Pierz at 5:11, then 
pinned Landon Schaude-
necker of Byron at 3:26 in 
his final match.

Liam Mayer placed 
third at 189 pounds. He 
opened with an 18-10 win 
over Wyatt Rudningen of 
KMS before losing, 14-2 to 
Jayden Zajac of Pierz. He 
pinned Sawyer Erickson of 
Minnewaska at 1:22, then 
beat Brad Tanner of Pierz, 
11-7 in his last match.

Hank Kuchera took 
fifth at 285 pounds. He 
pinned Preston Wilson of 
Minnewaska at 3:07 in his 
first match, then lost by pin 
to Peyton Allen of Sartell. 
He lost by pin to Zayden 
Johnson of Minnewaska, 
then won by forfeit over 

Preston Wilson of Minne-
waska in his final match.

JT Rector placed fifth 
at 145 pounds. He had two 
bye wins for the evening.

Lucas Hemmesch was 
fifth at 107 pounds. He had 
two bye wins on the eve-
ning.

The Hornets wrestled in 
a triangular meet at Becker 
Tuesday and hosted St. 
Francis Thursday, results 
next week. They compete 
in the Maple Grove Invita-
tional today (Saturday).

LIAM MAYER has complete control of his opponent from 
North Branch during a dual meet last week. Mayer finished 
third at 189 pounds at the Big Lake Invitaitional last Friday. 
(Photo by Ken Francis.)

Hornets 5th at home wrestling invitational

By Don Bellach, 
Contributing Writer

The Big Lake School 
Board met on Wed., Nov. 
19, following a disappoint-
ing night at the polls on 
Nov. 4.  

During that meet-
ing, Director of Business 
Services Angie Manuel 
presented the board with 
updated budget numbers.  
Enrollment continues to 
lag and expenditure num-
bers were presented that 
accounted for those lower 
numbers.  Adjustments 
were made to staffing, 
transportation, curriculum 
subscriptions, and commu-
nity service programming.  
However, expenditures 
continued to increase due in 
part to the timing of some 
capital projects. 

There was some pos-
itive news: General Fund 
revenue was up slightly, 
due in part to an increase in 
investment revenue; how-
ever, those gains were off-
set by a decrease in general 
education aid.  

Following Manuel’s 
presentation, Superinten-
dent Tim Truebenbach re-
quested that staff identify 
how much of the added ex-
penditures were the result 
of unfunded mandates from 
the State and Federal Gov-
ernments. Manuel identi-
fied three areas of policy 
that have recently changed 
- unemployment, Special 
Ed., and Family Medical 
Leave, and agreed to look 
into other areas and report 
back at a future board meet-
ing.

Supt. New Contract
There was no debate 

by the school board as they 
unanimously approved a 
new 3-year contract for 
Tim Truebenbach, which 
begins on July 1, 2026, and 
runs through June 30, 2029.  
Truebenbach later thanked 
the board for their support. 

Supt. Report
Truebenbach took a 

moment during his Supt. 
Report to recognize the 
2025 Educational Support 
Staff recipients from Big 
Lake:  Emily Schlegel, 
Indy, Jess Lumley, Comm. 
Ed, Renae Rotz, HS, Jodi 
Smith, Liberty, and Carrie 
Telega, Liberty.  

The annual award hon-
ors non-licensed support 
staff who serve as positive 
role models and consis-
tently go above and beyond 
to make a difference in the 
lives of those in the Big 
Lake school community.

Donations
The board accepted 

several donations from 
the community.  These 
included donations from 
the Big Lake Lions, who 
donated $1035.15 in gift 
cards to provide Thanks-
giving meals to struggling 
families.  

Other notable contri-
butions were given by Big 
Lake Spud Fest, which des-
ignated $1500 to the Girls 
Soccer Program, the Big 
Lake Baseball Association, 
$2802.35 for 4-Plex and 
Liberty field maintenance 
work, $2560 from the Big 
Lake Hornet Booster Club, 
$400 from Metal Craft, and 
$70 from Mac’s Minis.  

Unfunded mandates a 
concern for BL Schools

By Don Bellach, 
Contributing Writer

Prior to the Dec. 1, 2025 meeting of the Clear Lake 
City Council, the formal hearing for the state mandated 
Truth in Taxation was held.  There were no residents pres-
ent and no comments were made.  

At 7 p.m., the council met and a resolution approving 
the 2026 Final Levy, to be submitted to Sherburne County 
Auditor, was approved by all the members present, except 
for Mayor Tim Goenner, who was absent.  The total pro-
posed levy was $440,000-$420,000 for the General Levy 
and $15,000 for the Fire Hall Levy.    

Public Works
Tim Barrett from Public Works updated the council 

about upcoming repairs to be done to Well no. 3.  After 
consulting with Traut Companies, it was determined that 
an external check valve needs to be installed in the drop 
pipe above the pump.  The cost of the repairs will be 
$3,450.  The council approved that amount.

Misc.
The Sherburne Co. Sheriff’s office reported 60 calls 

for service in November. Of note were 28 calls for security 
checks and one burglary.  Clear Lake Fire noted 16 calls 
for  service in November.  

Clear Lake Approves Final 
Levy for 2026

Submitted Article

Today (Dec. 4), Con-
gressman Tom Emmer 
(R-Minn.) joined Congress-
man Pete Stauber (R-Minn.) 
in sending a letter to Minne-
sota Governor Tim Walz on 
the findings that one-third of 
Minnesota’s non-domiciled 
commercial driver’s licenses 
(CDLs) were issued ille-
gally. Congresswoman Mi-
chelle Fischbach (R-Minn.), 
Congressman Brad Finstad 
(R-Minn.), and fourteen 
other U.S. House Republi-
cans signed Stauber’s letter 
as well. 

“Another day, another 
Tim Walz failure. And once 
again, law-abiding Minne-
sotans are the ones forced to 
pay the price,” said Emmer. 
“Thankfully, the Trump ad-
ministration is committed to 
holding Walz’s feet to the 
fire for his inexcusable negli-
gence, as are we.” 

“First, it was the rampant 
fraud schemes like Feed-
ing Our Future and Housing 
Stabilization Services, where 
billions in taxpayer dollars 
were siphoned off, some 
even making its way to ter-
rorists,” said Stauber. “Now, 
this administration is actively 

compromising the safety [of] 
drivers on our roads. This 
waste, fraud, and abuse must 
come to an end. Minnesotans 
and the American people de-
serve better.”

Background
In April 2025, President 

Trump issued an execu-
tive order directing the U.S. 
Secretary of Transportation 
and the Administrator of the 
Federal Motor Carrier Safety 
Administration to audit all 
non-domiciled commercial 
driver’s licenses issued by 
state agencies to identify ir-
regularities. This audit un-
covered a pattern of states 

illegally issuing licenses, and 
U.S. Secretary of Transpor-
tation Sean Duffy took swift 
action to implement a rule 
barring non-citizens from el-
igibility for CDLs. 

Minnesota’s illegally 
issued CDLs were provided 
to drivers whose presence 
in the United States was no 
longer valid, to drivers who 
were prohibited from hold-
ing a non-domiciled CDL, 
and to drivers whose lawful 
presence in the United States 
had not been verified by the 
state. This negligence directly 
endangers Minnesotans and 
other Americans. 

Emmer, Stauber demand Gov. Walz revoke CDLs
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We are the only store in the country that measures feet like they did in the old days,
carrying Work &Western Boots in every size from 3-18 and widths 4A-4E.

Give the gift of comfort! Buy a pair of boots that fit your feet properly!

In the western boot industry, Rod Patrick’s boots 
are the pinnacle of how cowboy boots are made!

Mens and Ladies Cowhides
 Exotics $100 off. 

 WWW.THEBOOTSHACK.COM 
2221 ROOSEVELT ROAD • ST. CLOUD • 320-251-6872

Sale ends 
Sunday, 

December 21st, 2025

and

6634 Hwy. 25, Foley, 
MN 56329 • Hours: M-F, 

8am-6pm • Sat, 8am-2pm 
• 320-968-7267

We have many options of gift packages to choose from.  
Visit us in store or online at www.grandchampionmeats.com to 
see our entire selection of giftboxes and gift cards that we offer. 

 Custom orders are welcome. 
Shipping is also available. Advance orders are appreciated, 

but not required. Quantities are limited to those on hand.  
Prices, items, and boxes subject to change. 

Ask about our Meat & Cheese Platters!

Pick up your Pick up your 
Holiday boxes at Holiday boxes at 

Grand Champion Meats!Grand Champion Meats!

www.grandchampionmeats.com
By Mark Kolbinger, 
Contributing Writer

The Becker Bull-
dog boys basketball team 
hosted a veteran St. Cloud 
Cathedral team last Friday, 
with the Bulldogs cruising 
to a 79-60 lead.

“Our goal coming into 
the game was to enjoy the 
moment and the experience 
of the privilege to play High 
School Basketball and set 
the tone defensively,” said 
Coach Cory Nuest. 

“We win on Defense” 
has been one of this year’s 
program standards, and the 
Bulldogs did precisely that, 
racing out to a 22–7 lead.

Isiah Boyer and Nathan 
Weiss set the tone early on 
offense, while the team 
played a connected brand 
of defense.

“They didn’t have an 
answer for Isiah,” Nuest 
added. “His decision-mak-
ing was on point — attack-
ing when he should attack, 

finishing strong, hitting out-
side shots when they were 
there, and finding the open 
teammate when the defense 
collapsed. He was phenom-
enal.”

The Crusaders didn’t 
quit, as they trimmed the 
lead to 12 late in the first 
half before Nolan Burau 
(loose ball save) and Troy 
Nuest (steal and acrobatic 
layup) teamed up for an im-
portant part of a sequence 
that sparked a decisive 17-0 
Becker run.  

Boyer then drilled a 
buzzer-beater to send the 
Bulldogs into halftime up 
49–22.

The second half was 
a complete team effort, as 
Weiss continued his strong 
play on both ends of the 
court, while Nuest and 
Boyer played scrappy de-
fense against the Crusader 
back court.  Nuest also had 
praise for the Bulldogs’ 
ball-screen coverage.

Senior Bryce Paumen 
had an important contribu-

tion, hitting three consecu-
tive post shots to help the 
Bulldogs push the lead back 
to 20 points.  Also noted 
for their contributions 
were Saul Kreft, Burau and 
Owen Reinking.

“They are doing so 
many of the things that 
win games — talking on 
defense, bringing inten-
sity, rebounding, screen-
ing, spacing, and cutting,” 
Nuest said.  “They’re a 
huge part of our success.”

Stat line: Weiss 21 
pts, eight rebounds, four 
assists; Paumen 18 pts, 
11 rebounds, four assists; 
Nuest 16 pts, four assists, 
four rebounds, five steals; 
Boyer 22 pts, four assists, 
six rebounds; Kreft three 
rebounds; Burau five re-
bounds, two blocks.

Becker’s Tuesday eve-
ning game was postponed 
until Thursday due to in-
clement weather.  Com-
plete details in next week’s 
Patriot.

Bulldog boys crush Crusaders

By Mark Kolbinger, 
Contributing Writer

Last Thursday’s girls 
basketball game between the 
Becker and Totino-Grace 
had interesting early season 
seeding implications, as both 
the Bulldogs and Eagles have 
their sights set on making a 
run in the Section Tourna-
ment in March.

In the end, the Ea-
gles came out on top with a 
66-61 victory over the young 
Becker squad.

The Eagles started out 
with the hot hand, going sev-
en-for-seven from three point 
land to race to an 18 point 
lead.

Becker wasn’t as hot 
when it came to shooting 
percentage, and that was the 

difference in the game de-
spite the Bulldogs eventually 
cutting the Totino lead to just 
two points in the waning min-
utes of the contest.

“We made a valiant 
comeback, but a slow start 
cost us in the end,” Coach 
Dan Baird said after the 
game.  “Our poor shooting 
three-for-20 (15%) really 
cost us. If we were able to 
see another one or two go in, 
I feel this could have been our 
game.”

Andie Changamire was 
the offensive leader in the 
game, scoring 19 points to go 
along with six rebounds.  Sis-
ter Adele was also outstand-
ing, notching a double double 
with 13 points and 10 boards.

Becker captured a 40-32 
rebounding advantage, some-

thing Baird credited with 
keeping the Bulldogs in the 
game.  The Bulldogs were 
also the aggressors in the 
game, earning 31 free throws 
(making 18), while the Eagles 
were 10 of 12.

“Totino is now the front 
runner in Section 5AAA to 
earn the number one seed 
come playoff time,” Baird 
said.   “It was nice to see 
that we’re right there when 
it comes to competing for a 
state birth at the end of the 
season. Our effort was out-
standing, especially during 
the comeback.”

Stat line: Ady Petty four 
points, Alyse Denne eight 
points, Juliana Stach nine 
points and Tess Brown with 
eight points.

Becker girls fall to Eagles

By Maria Moore, 
Contributing Writer

On Fri., Nov.14, the 
Becker Dance team had 
its annual home show, 
“The Great Becker Dance 
Together.” This event is 
partnered with a food-shelf 
drive each year, and this 
year, athletes and fans were 
able to contribute over $300 
in cash through raffle ticket 
sales as well as donate 
several boxes of non-per-
ishable food items. During 
this time, the dance team 
performs a guy/girl dance 
as the show’s finale. This 
is a great way to get the 
guys and the community 
involved in the dance. 

“I really love that all 
of them get to be involved 
in giving back to our com-
munity,” said Head Coach 
Nadia Fischer-Danzeisen. 
“(A community) who gives 
so much to us.” 

The head coaches this 
year, along with their years 
coaching here at Becker, 
include: Varsity Jazz/Kick 
Head Coach - Nadia Fisch-
er-Danzeisen (12 years); 
JV Jazz/Kick Head Coach 
- Ava Holm (two years); 
B-squad Jazz Head Coach  
and Varsity Kick Assistant, 
Mel VanHofwegen (six 
years); Varsity Jazz/Kick 
Assistant - Rhi Edwards-Li-

eberman (seven years); JV 
Jazz/Varsity Kick Assistant 
- Jada Krinke (first year 
coaching); and B-squad 
Jazz/JV Kick Assistant - 
Brady Roberts (first year 
coaching). 

The four captains this 
year are seniors Ashlyn 
Frey and Ali Vieau and ju-
niors Payton Lechner and 
Kendall Lamp. 

There is a 100% eli-
gible varsity vets return-
ing this year, which is a 
common statistic for this 
program. Some team goals 
this year are winning the 
conference Jazz title for 
the seventh straight year, 
regaining the conference 
Kick title, and returning 
to the state tournament for 
the fifth consecutive year. 
The team would also like 
to work towards a more 
stable season compared to 

last year. 
This is a very compet-

itive year for the Becker 
dance team, with only a 
couple of spots open to go 
to state and over 500 teams 
competing for the spot. Last 
year’s highlights included 
conference Jazz champions 
for the sixth straight year, 
conference Kick runner-up, 
second place in both jazz 
and kick at the 4AA Sec-
tion tournament, 10th place 
in jazz at state, and eighth 
place in kick at state. 

Five seniors graduated 
from last year’s squad.

At their recent home 
invite, Becker beat Sauk 
Rapids in both jazz and 
kick; however, at their first 
conference meet, they fell 
to St. Francis in both jazz 
and kick.

THE BECKER 2025-26 DANCE TEAM. The girls gathered 
after competing at Rocori schools, where varsity jazz and kick 
took second place. (Submitted Photo).

Becker dance team ready for the season

By Maria Moore, 
Contributing Writer

A Monday night confer-
ence hockey game took place 
with the Becker/Big Lake 
Eagles skating against the St. 
Francis/North Branch North-
ern Edge. 

The first goal of the night 
for the Eagles was scored by 
Tate Spilde with a highlight 
“Michigan-style” goal and a 
Tanner Felton assist. 

Spilde would go on to 

score his second goal of the 
game in the first period with 
an assist from Brant Russin. 

At the end of the first pe-
riod, the Eagles powered on to 
a 3-0 lead after Owen Zahler 
scored a goal on a power-play 
goal with assists from Spilde 
and Ethan Grafnitz. 

The Northern Edge 
would make a comeback in 
the second period with two 
goals, making the score 3-2. 

With a nice breakaway 
goal, Lucas Hancock scored 
with assists from Grafnitz 

and Finn Kellogg, bringing 
the score to 4-2 in favor of 
the Eagles. Spilde would go 
on to score another goal at the 
beginning of the third period 
with an assist from Felton to 
make it 5-2. 

The Northern Edge retal-
iated with a goal of their own, 
but Captain Carter Tatge 
would then score a beauti-
ful one-timer for the Eagles 
with assists from Kellogg and 
Gavon Jacobson to go up 6-3. 

Northern Edge tightened 
the gap with another score in 

the third to make it 6-4 — but 
Spilde finished off the game 
with his fourth goal of the 
night, with an assist from 
Hancock, cementing the final 
score at 7-4. 

Goaltender Elliott Graf-
nitz received his second vic-
tory of the season. 

Currently, the Eagles are 
3-2 overall and 1-1 in confer-
ence play. Their next games 
are against the Princeton Ti-
gers and the Prairie Centre 
North Stars.

THE BECKER/BIG LAKE EAGLES lined up for introductions before taking on the St. Francis/North Branch Northern Edge. The 
Eagles won the contest, 7-4. (Submitted Photo).

Becker/Big Lake Eagles Beat Northern Edge 7-4

Submitted Article

The state budget fore-
cast presented recently (Dec. 
4) revealed a sustained defi-
cit due to runaway spending, 
unchecked fraud, and slow 
economic growth hampered 
by billions in new taxes on 
Minnesotans.

Senator  Andrew 
Mathews (R-Princeton) is-
sued the following statement:

“Minnesota families are 
doing everything they can to 
balance their budgets. The 
state should do the same,” 
said Sen. Mathews. “After 
$10 billion in tax hikes, Min-
nesotans shouldn’t be look-
ing at a deficit created by 
overspending and fraud. It’s 
time to get spending under 
control, stop the fraud, and 
prioritize Minnesota fami-
lies.”

The overall forecast re-
veals the state’s spending is 
outpacing revenue, despite 
$10 billion in new taxes. 
According to Minnesota 
Management and Budget, 
the budget for fiscal year 
2026-2027 includes a $2.465 
billion surplus, even while 
spending outpaces revenues. 
However, looking to 2028-

2029, the deficit balloons to 
$5.4 billion as spending is 
projected to outpace reve-
nues. Only by not spending 
the surplus would the 2029 
deficit projection reduce to 
$2.960 billion. 

Slow economic growth 
is a major factor in revenue 
losses. This underscores 
concerns raised from a Min-
nesota Chamber of Com-
merce Business Benchmarks 
Report released two weeks 
ago, ranking Minnesota 38th 
with 1% GDP per capita an-
nual growth, 40th for labor 
force growth, and 41st in 
net domestic migration. Be-
tween 2019 and 2024, key 
economic statistics slowed 
to nearly stagnant or nega-
tive levels, reversing previ-
ous trends, and impacting 
the state’s overall economic 
climate.

Additionally, increased 
spending on health care 
pressures revenues. This is 
notable as Minnesota has 
seen significant fraud in 
health care services. Efforts 
to reduce fraud and verify el-
igibility will be necessary to 
ensure these funds are avail-
able for those who actually 
need it.

Democrats drive Minnesota 
into deficit with overspend-
ing, fraud, and tax hikes
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