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By Bill Morgan, 
Editor

It’s that time of the 
year again when the Patriot 
re-visits some of the top 
stories we featured in the 
2025 calendar year.

G eneral  N ew s
Bodie Moore, a 2021 

Becker graduate was pro-
moted to Lance Corporal in 
the Marines in early J anu-
ary.

G-Will Liquors com-
pleted their upgrades and 

renovations and reopened 
their store in December  of 
2024.

Tayla List of Becker 
annually celebrates her 
own birthday in J anuary 
by performing random acts 
of kindness or charity and 
last year she and her family 
committed to create 24 care 
packages but instead cre-
ated 48 grief care packages 
for families and patients at 
Mayo Hospital’s palliative 
care unit. 

NATCOM Bancshares, 
Inc., and its wholly-owned 

subsidiary, National Bank 
of Commerce ( collectively 
“ NBC” ) , announced the 
completion of their acquisi-
tion of Great River Holding 
Company and its whol-
ly-owned subsidiary, Riv-
erWood Bank in February.

Thirty-one-year-old 
Becker Teacher, Amanda 
Nieman of Milaca died in 
a crash in Benton County 
March 5.

The Sherburne County 
Board of Commissioners in 
late April appointed Dawn 
Nyhus as County Attorney 
to replace K athleen He-
aney, who retired April 3 0 
after more than 3 0 years 
with Sherburne County.

Nearly 2,500 sheep 
flooded the grounds of ;cel 

E nergy’s Sherco Solar 1 
site in Clear Lake, MN 
in early J une, to graz e on 
native, pollinator-friendly 
forage.V egetation manage-
ment is a necessity for any 

solar installation, so that 
operators on site can access 
the equipment for inspec-
tions and maintenance.

Stethoscopes and 
stuffed animals were in 
abundance at the Clearwa-
ter Library last J uly during 
Wright Co. P ublic Health’s 
‘ Teddy Bear Clinic’ pro-
gram. 

In mid-August, the 
Sherburne County Attor-
ney¶s 2ffice filed court pa-
pers to dismiss their case 
against Matthew Walker 
Anderson, a Minnesota gun 
owner who was facing mul-
tiple felony charges for pos-
sessing firearms that did not 
have serial numbers.

Minnesota Alliance 
With Youth announced in 
September that Rebecca 
Anderson of Big Lake was 
selected to serve on the 
Minnesota Youth Council.

Nathan Soltau, a 

2025: A Year In Review

TAYLA LIST (L) and her son, Ezekiel with the back end of 
their vehicle packed with care packages to be delivered to the 
Mayo Clinic in Rochester. (Submitted Photo).

DAWN NYHUS has been 
appointed SHerburne County 
Attorney following the re-
tirement of Kathleen Heaney. 
(Submitted Photo).

MATTHEW “WALKER” 
ANDERSON had his case 
dropped by Sherburne 
County following a supreme 
court ruling in another similar 
case. (Archive Patriot Photo).

BECKER POLICE LIEU-
TENANT CHRIS LINDBLOOM 
was recently hired by the City 
of Becker to serve as Police 
Chief. (Patriot Archive Photo 
by Bill Morgan).

2025
to page 4

By Ken Francis, 
Contributing Writer

2025 was a busy year for the 
Sherburne County Commission-
ers.

The board started the year by 
electing Commissioner Gary Gray 
as Board Chair and Commissioner 
Raeanne Danielowski as V ice-
Chair. They also served in the 
same positions for the Regional 
Rail Authority and the Housing 
and Redevelopment Authority.

H ou s i ng F und
A few weeks into the new 

year, the county passed an or-
dinance establishing a Housing 
Trust Fund in Sherburne County, 
and in mid-year, the board ap-
proved the establishment of a 
Housing Trust Fund Homeowner 
Rehabilitation Loan P rogram. The 
fund will provide loans and grants 
to property owners, homeowners, 
local units of government, for-
profit housing developers and 
non-profit housing developers.

H w y. 169 I nterc hange
The biggest road project in 

county history continued to get 
a big part of the county’s atten-
tion in 2025. In March, the board 
approved an Infrastructure for 
Rebuilding America ( INFRA)  
agreement  for the Hwy. 169/ Co. 
Rd. 4 Interchange in Z immerman. 
The county was fortunate to re-
ceive an award of $24,7 3 2,000 for 
the proposed project.

Along the way, the board ap-
proved  two separate amendments 
for wetland mitigation totalling 
$763,800 - all funded by non-levy 
dollars.

C annabi s
Throughout the year, the 

board approved joint powers 
agreements with a number of ju-
risdictions related for the enforce-
ment and regulation of cannabis 
retail business registration. Any 
fees or penalties collected for 
retail registration and enforce-
ment will remain entirely with the 
county.

H eaney R eti rem ent

April saw the end of an era for 
the county when K athleen Heaney 
retired after a distinguished career 
of more than 3 0 years of serving 
Sherburne County, including 22 
years as county attorney. The 
board approved a proclamation 
declaring April 30, 2025 as K ath-
leen Heaney Day.

N ot abl e R ec ogn i ti on s
Other county people were 

recogniz ed by the board in 2025. 
In May, the board approved des-
ignating a segment of Co. Rd. 43 
from Hwy. 10 to the E lk River in 
honor/ memory of 1st Lt. Orville 
Anderson. A native of Big Lake, 
he enlisted in the U .S. Army Air 
Corps in 19 42 and graduated 
from Army Air Corp basic and 
advanced pilot training, as well 
as night fighter school. He was 
killed in action in the early morn-
ing hours of April 14, 1945 while 
conducting a combat patrol on his 
39t h mission.

The board recogniz ed and 
honored Richard Rauenhorst for 
his exemplary service during the 

9ietnam conflict.
The Army originally pre-

sented the Bronz e Star Medal to 
the veteran in 19 7 1. That medal 
was later lost. V eterans Services 
was able to obtain a replacement 
Bronz e Star Medal from the Na-
tional Archives. He was presented 
with the medal by the county in 
September.

The board recogniz ed the 
Golly Family of Clear Lake as the 
2025 Farm Family of the Year in 
December.

K iel Golly grew up farming 
alongside his dad, J ohn on land 
first estaElished Ey his parents, 
J ohn and Lynette, in 19 7 9 .  K iel 
now manages about 1,7 00 acres, 
raising corn, soybeans and rye 
seeds.

The farm was recently cer-
tified under the 0innesota $gri-
cultural Water Q uality P rogram, 
highlighting their commitment to 

Productive year for Sherburne County

COUNTY YEAR-END
to page 2

By Don Bellach, 
Contributing Writer

There were no brass 
bands or speeches given by 
local officials, no pomp or 
circumstance to mark the 
passing of the Minnesota 
Northstar line on Sunday, 
J anuary 4, 2026.  Instead, 
only devotees and rail en-
thusiasts were on-hand to 
document the final stop at 
the Big Lake Station of the 
Northstar train. 

R ai l  E nthus i as ts
They came from 

Mahtomedi, Cambridge, 
E ast Bethel, E agan, Crys-
tal, Brooklyn P ark, and E lk 
River to photograph the 
train as it pulled into the 
station.  All of them were 
both excited and sad, but 
fully aware that something 
was coming to an end. 

Big Lake Resident J or-
dan Domka remembered 
his first train ride on the 
Northstar in 2012.  He was 
four years old at the time 
and recalls how much fun 
it was.  That was the begin-
ning of his love of trains.  
He has ridden on the North-
star many times since then.

“ It’s going to be so 
weird to not be able to ride 
on it.  The crew are such 
great people.  It’s going to 
be sad to see it go,”  said 
Domka. 

A  T i m e to R em em ber
First came the lights 

that could be seen from the 
train as it began to approach 
the station, then the whistle.  
The rail enthusiasts lined 
up behind their cameras 
and got ready.  Then the 
bell rang over the intercom 
system, and at 4:3 7 pm, the 
Northstar stopped to let out 

its final passengers.     
Many were dressed in 

V ikings and P ackers gear 
after attending the game, 
which ended at 2:45 p.m. 

with a V ikings victory.   
P assengers then loaded 
the train at Target Field 
at 3 :45 pm and arrived at 
Big Lake, on time.  They 

stopped to take selfies and 
bid farewell to the men and 

THE NORTHSTAR TRAIN pulled into the Big Lake station for the last time.  (Patriot Photo by 
Don Bellach)

Northstar Line receives a fond farewell

NORTHSTAR
to page 4

With Sherburne County officially 
designating the Patriot Newspaper as 
its source for public notices, you now 

know who to call to place your ad. 
Deadlines are 11am on Wednesdays!

fully aware that something 
was coming to an end. 

bell rang over the intercom 
system, and at 4:3 7 pm, the 
Northstar stopped to let out 

after attending the game, 
which ended at 2:45 p.m. 

LEGALS
Just call 763.275.0275 for all of the details.
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T O  T H E  E D I T O R :
I would like to extend my 
heartfelt thanks to everyone 
who helped make the Christ-
mas E ve dinner at the Becker 
American Legion such a 
meaningful and memorable 
gathering. First, my sincere 
appreciation goes to Mayor 
Mark K olbinger and his wife, 
K elly, for their generosity, 
energy, and willingness to 
step in wherever help was 
needed. I am equally grateful 
to my wife, Helen Swanson, 
and my brother, Tim Swan-
son, whose hard work and 
steady support made the eve-
ning run smoothly from start 
to finish. $ special thank-you 
also goes to Shane at Bill’s 
Food for his generous dona-
tion, as well as to Represen-
tative Shane Mekeland for 
contributing to the event and 
supporting our community 
in such a tangible way. Most 
importantly, thank you to the 
more than 50 people who 
joined us. Your presence is 
what truly made the evening 
special. Sharing a meal, con-
versation, and holiday spirit 
with neighbors and friends is 
what community is all about, 
and I am grateful to everyone 
who came out to be part of 
it. E vents like this remind us 
how fortunate we are to live 
in a place where people show 
up for one another ( # BeThe-
One) . Thank you again to all 
who helped and all who at-
tended. Sincerely,
M ark Sw ans o n
1 s t V i c e C o m m and er
A m eri c an L eg i o n 
“ O s c ar P eters o n”  
M i nnes o ta P o s t 0 1 9 3

T O  T H E  E D I T O R :
To Representative Meke-
land, I’ve been waiting for 
your response to the despica-
ble “ Truth Social”  repost by 
P resident Trump, of a video 
alleging that Governor Walz  
directed V ance Boelter to 
assassinate the Hortmans 
last year. This video, which 
claims the killings were re-
taliation for Representative 
Hortman voting with Repub-
licans to repeal the health care 
eligibility of undocumented 
immigrants, is a baseless and 
dangerous lie. As was proved 
in the investigation, Boelter 
was a right-wing extremist 
who had no ties to the Gov-
ernor beyond being part of a 
2019  bipartisan commission 
routinely appointed by the 
*overnor¶s office. ,t¶s dis-
turbing that this piece of in-
formation has been twisted 
in such a way as to stoke 
the kind of dangerous on-
line rhetoric that is then pro-
moted by the P resident of the 
U nited States. Representative 
Mekeland, surely you knew 
Melissa Hortman and the 
significance of the action she 
took to prevent a government 
shutdown. A statement from 
you would go a long way to 
bring down the temperature 
and help our state legislature 
get back to actually working 
together to help the people of 
Minnesota.
D ebbi e R us s el l
L aw y er T urned  W ri ter
C l ear L ake,  M N

OBITUARIES

Minnesota, often cel-
ebrated for its lakes and 
“ Minnesota Nice,”  has, in 
recent years, taken a wild 
detour into the biz arre. 

Are we a laughingstock 
in the eyes of the nation?  
Do we compare to the dis-
grace associated with the 
likes of Chicago’s crime 
and California’s homeless-
ness?

Maybe, maybe not but 
for sure our state is associ-
ated with some quirky, con-
tradictory, and unusually 
dramatic circumstances.

Minnesota is a place 
where biting winters freez e 
your eyelashes shut, yet 
its easy to find some resi-
dents still opting for shorts 
in subz ero temperatures. 
P olitically, the state is a 
high-speed pendulum—
flipping Eetween progres-
sive policies and libertarian 
experiments faster than 
fish houses popping up on 
a froz en, Midwestern lake. 
Minneapolis, a cultural and 
economic hub, now juggles 
ambitious public safety 
reforms, raging housing 
battles, and sports teams 
that break hearts like clock-
work. 

Meanwhile, local de-
bates rage over gun control, 
TDS, immigration, DE I and 
whether daylight saving 
time should even be a thing. 
The people?  Well that’s 
a paradox. We are stoic 
yet passionate. Friendly 
but stubborn. Weather-ob-
sessed ( OMG)  yet proud of 
surviving it. Minnesota is a 
state where P aul Bunyan, 
Bud Grant and J erry Lunde-
gard might still win write-in 
votes. You’re just as likely 
to find a corn dog Eooth in 
someone’s backyard as you 
are a live P rince or Bob 
Dylan tribute show in a bar 
basement. 

Call it eccentric, call 
it intense, but Minnesota 
exists in its own weath-
er-beaten, snow-drifted, 

emotionally charged uni-
verse. 

So why do I live here?  
Why not get the hell out 
and get away from the 
dysfunctional and embar-
rassing puffery?  Because 
for all the abnormality or 
impairment, this state has 
qualities worth not aban-
doning, we just need to 
look at the qualities that 
make up this state’s char-
acter. The lakes, the cabin 
culture — the cliffs, water-
falls, and scenic drives of 
the North Shore all make 
Minnesota a treasure if we 
look at it objectively. We 
have cultural hubs for art, 
music, and theater, a huge 
mall in Bloomington, J uicy 
Lucy’s, Tater-Tot Hot-dish, 
lefse, lutefisk and fishing 
holes for walleye.

Now, if we could just 
get a couple of our sports 
teams to bring the magic 
of a world championship, 
we’d be a perfect place to 
live.

Oh and mountains. If 
only we had mountains this 
state would be a jewel. 

So my advice is to look 
past the lunacy associated 
with outsider’s perception 
of us and keep the treasures 
of this state close to heart. 
I, personally wouldn’t 
want to be anywhere else. 
That’s just part of the lu-
natic charm of the Land of 
10,000 idiosyncrasies.

10,000 Quirks

By Bill Morgan, 
Editor

A Season of Goal-Setting
As we turn the calen-

dar to 2026, Becker P ublic 
Schools is embracing what 
this time of year represents: 
a fresh start, renewed focus, 
and continued momentum. 
E ven as winter settles in, 
our classrooms and activi-
ties are anything but quiet. 
Students are learning new 
skills, taking on new chal-
lenges, and discovering op-
portunities that connect to 
their interests in meaning-
ful, personal ways.

We are now about 
four weeks into the sec-
ond trimester and we have 
used the winter break as a 
natural checkpoint to re-
flect on where we¶ve Eeen 
and where we are going. 
We remain grounded in 
what has always mattered 
most: steady routines, high 
expectations, and strong 
relationships. These fun-
damentals help sustain 
our success, while we 
also continue to innovate 
and prepare students to be 
self-directed learners who 
thrive in a changing global 
community.

Our mission is more 
than a statement, it shows 
up every day in how stu-
dents take ownership of 
their learning, how staff 
design engaging instruc-
tion, and how we build 
responsibility, curiosity, 
and resilience. Our vi-
sion—Inspiring the Future, 
Imagining P ossibilities, 
Discovering P otential—is 
alive across our schools. 
We see it when students 
solve problems, engage in 
creative work, and demon-
strate academic growth in 
classrooms throughout the 

district.
We are proud of how 

strongly this school year 
has begun. Our staff and 
students set the tone early 
with hard work and a 
commitment to excellence 
inside and outside the class-
room. We are ready for the 
challenges and successes 
the ne[t five months will 
bring, and we remain com-
mitted to clear, consistent 
communication with our 
families, staff, and com-
munity stakeholders. That 
partnership strengthens 
our schools and the shared 
values that support student 
success.

In this season of goal 
setting, I encourage every 
student and family to set a 
goal and take one action-
able step toward it each 
week. Small, repeated steps 
create big outcomes. To 
stay connected and learn 
more about our schools, 
programs, and upcoming 
events, please visit our 
district website at w w w .
bec k er. k 12. m n. us and/ or 
connect with your child’s 
school.

By Supt.
Jeremy Schmidt

K athleen Ann Ross was 
born on October 13 , 19 45, in 
St. P aul, Minnesota. She was 
the daughter of Donald and 
Rose ( Trad)  Flaherty. 
K athleen was bap-
tiz ed as an infant 
on November 
28 , 19 45, and 
later  con-
firmed in 
her faith as 
a youth on 
May 27, 1956. 
She received 
her education 
in St. P aul, and 
was a graduate of 
the Archbishop Murray 
High School class of 1963.

K athleen was united in 
marriage to Timothy “ Tim”  
Scully on J anuary 15, 19 66 
at St. J ude of the Lake Cath-
olic Church in Mahtomedi, 
Minnesota. They were blessed 
with three children, Shannon 
Marie, K evin P atrick, and E rin 
K athleen.

On September 28 , 19 8 5, 
K athleen was united in mar-
riage to J ames “ J im”  Ross, 
gaining six stepchildren. K ath-
leen and J im resided in Maple 
Grove, Minnesota, German-
town, Tennessee, and later set-
tled in Clearwater, Minnesota. 
They shared 29  years of mar-
riage until J im passed away on 
September 15, 2014.

K athleen was employed in 
various customer service roles 
throughout her working career.

.athleen enMoyed golfing, 
fishing, playing cards, Eowl-
ing, and country music. Later 
in life, outings to the theater, 
lunches with friends, and time 
spent with family brought her 

joy.
K athleen passed away on 

Sunday, December 14, 2025, 
in Hutchinson, Minnesota, at 

the age of 80 ye ars.
Blessed be her 

memory.
K a t h l e e n 

is survived by 
her: Children, 
S h a n n o n 
( J im)  Lyons, 
K evin Scully; 
Stepchildren, 
Matt ( Alex)  

Ross ,  S tan 
( Danette)  Ross, 

Terri ( Gary)  Reece, 
Andy Ross, Gena 

Rademacher, Will Ross;
Grandchildren, K aitlyn 

Lyons, Alexandra Lyons, 
Daniel ( Molly)  Lyons, P atrick 
Lyons, Sharrmane ( J ordan)  
Waz Waz , Anthony Scully, 
Sean Scully, Destiny Ali-
Scully;

Many other relatives and 
friends.

K athleen is preceded in 
death by her P arents, Donald 
and Rose Flaherty; Husband, 
J ames Ross; Daughter, E rin 
Scully; Siblings, Richard Fla-
herty, P atricia Harrison, Ro-
land Flaherty.

Memorial Service will be 
Friday, J an. 16, 2026, 11 a.m., 
at Clearwater E states in Clear-
water, with interment at a later 
date in the Minnesota State 
V eterans Cemetery in Little 
Falls, Minnesota.

Gathering of Family and 
Friends will be one hour prior 
to the service at Clearwater 
E states.

Kathleen A. Ross, 80
Clearwater, MN

October 13, 1945 - December 14, 2025
J ohn Richard J ones, age 

8 7  of Buffalo, and formerly 
of Big Lake, passed away 
Wednesday, December 3 1, 
2025. He was born in 
Augusta, WI on 
March 19, 1938.

J ohn grad-
uated in 19 56 
from Augusta 
High School. 
He worked at 
a foundry in 
V irginia, be-
fore spending 
3 0 years work-
ing at Ford Mo-
tors in St. P aul until 
his retirement. After 
retirement, J ohn and J oan en-
joyed traveling together, win-
tering in Texas, and living in 
Ariz ona until moving back to 
Minnesota. 

On December 20, 19 58 , 
J ohn J ones and J oan Bruese-
witz  were united in marriage in 
Fall Creek, WI. They enjoyed 
67  years of marriage, making 
everlasting memories together.

J ohn was a tech savvy in-
dividual who enjoyed hunting, 
fishing, golfing, and especially 
loved his grandchildren and 
spending time with his family 
and friends. He was extremely 
caring and enjoyed telling a 
joke or two, always making 
others laugh.

He is preceded in death by 
his parents, Homer and Mar-

garet J ones; siblings, Merton 
J ones, Barbara Tollefson, K en-
neth J ones, Marlene Gulbran-
son, Mary Skerjance, Saundra 

J arvela, Shirley Thiel, 
Carol Orehak, Mi-

chael J ones; and 
great-grandson, 
Calvin Steen.

J ohn is 
survived by 
his loving 
wife, J oan 
J ones; chil-
dren, Brian 

( E l i z a b e t h )  
J ones,  Susan 

( Roger )  Steen, 
Cheryl ( Richard)  Steen; 

grandchildren, Brandon Steen, 
J ennifer Steen, Andrew Steen, 
J ohn Steen, Nicholas J ones, 
Ian J ones; great-grandchil-
dren, Lilly Steen, J udy Steen, 
J oanna Steen, Finley Miller, 
Henry Miller; and many 
nieces, nephews, family and 
friends.

Funeral services were held 
Wed., J an. 7, 2026 at 11 a.m., 
with visitation one hour prior, 
at Saron Lutheran Church, 3 11 
Lake Street S, Big Lake, MN. 
Burial following at Big Lake 
Cemetery, Big Lake, MN.

Funeral arrangements 
have been entrusted to P eter-
son-Grimsmo Funeral Chapel 
of Monticello, MN. 7 63 -29 5-
29 18 . w w w . p eterson- g rim s-
m oc hape l.c om .

John Richard Jones, 87
Buffalo, MN(formerly of Big Lake)
March 19, 1938 - December 31, 2025

Terry Fleming, 7 6, died 
peacefully on December 20, 
2025 at North Memorial Hos-
pital with his family by his 
side.

Terry was born 
in P arkersburg, 
WV  on May 
2 3 ,  1 9 4 9 .  
He gradu-
ated from St 
Mary’s High 
School and 
joined the Air 
Force in 19 68 .  
He resided in 
Minnesota ( Du-
luth, E lk River and 
Big Lake)  most of his 
adult life.

Terry was preceded in 
death by his parents Friend and 

Grace Fleming, his brother 
Ronald and nephew Brian.

Survived by his children, 
Tia ( K ent)  Graves of E lk 

River, MN and Troy 
Fleming of Duluth, 

MN; grandchil-
dren,  Tyler 
and Lyndsey 
Graves, Noah 
and Cameron 
Fleming; sis-
ter, Diana 
( Steve)  Dan-
ielson and fam-

ily of Belmont, 
WV  and a host of 

extended family.
A memorial service 

will be held in Belmont, WV  
at a later date.

Conrad Terry Fleming, 76
Big Lake, MN

May 23, 1949 - December 20, 2025

stewardship. J ohn and Ly-
nette remain involved as the 
original founders and part-
ners, while K iel’s wife, Mal-
orie, and their kids, Brielle, 
Lincoln and Brooks, support 
wherever they are needed.

The board was intro-
duced to one of its newest 
employees in J une, P each, a 
therapy dog in training.

H H S
In May, the board helped 

expand the HHS service area 
further west by approving a 
one-year lease between the 
City of St. Cloud and Sher-
burne County for satellite 
space at the 1010 Building 
in Southeast St. Cloud. HHS 
plans to conduct financial as-
sistance interviews, do WIC 
appointments and other cli-
ent-related services at the site.

F ai rg ro und s
The board also approved 

a three-year lease with the 
Sherburne County Agricul-
tural Society for leased space 
on the Sherburne County 
Fairgrounds, effective J une 1, 
2025, through May 3 1, 2028 . 
The lease includes several 
performance expectations 
that will help the county de-
termine how things will work 
going forward.

E l ec tri c  V ehi c l es
In J uly, the board ap-

proved two agreements  with 
MnDOT for electric vehicle 
charging stations and the pur-
chase of electric vehicles.

The county was success-
ful in securing $42,222.3 2 in 
grant dollars from the Carbon 
Reduction P rogram ( CRP )  
Funding to install charging 
stations on the Government 
Center site. The county was 
also granted $200,000 to 
cover part of the cost for elec-
tric vehicles.

I nterc hang e 
P ro j ec t A w ard
In August, after years of 

planning, grant applications 
and multiple agreement mod-
ifications, the Eoard awarded 
the contract for the Hwy. 169  

&  Co. Rd. 4 Interchange P roj-
ect to Ames Construction at 
$44,3 9 0,3 8 4.8 5. The project 
is expected to be substantially 
completed by the end of 2026.

P arks
The county continued 

its commitment to improve 
the county park system. The 
board approved a professional 
services contract with Nat-
ural Resource Services, Inc. 
for habitat restoration and 
enhancement work at Two 
,nlets at %dp Heঢika - 2mas-
hkooz  Z aaga’igaans Regional 
P ark and Island V iew P ark at 
a cost of $27 4,23 8 .24, which 
will be reimbursed to the 
county from Clean Water 
Land and Legacy Funding.

The board also accepted 
an Outdoor Recreation Grant 
Award of $19 1,8 14 for park 
improvements at Oak Sa-
vanna P ark in Becker.

C o m m uter Bus
The board approved a 

two-year commuter bus pilot 
program beginning in 2026. 
The bus will serve county 
commuters as the NorthStar 
Commuter train ends oper-
ations J an. 2. E stimated cost 
of three round trips from Big 
Lake to E lk River to Minne-
apolis is $48 7 ,000 per year.

Bud g et/ L ev y
,n the final meeting of the 

year, the board set the 2026 
budget at $13 9 ,67 7 ,3 54 and 
set the levy in the amount of 
$66,8 42,28 7 . This represents 
a 6.49 %  increase from the 
2025 levy.

Administrator Bruce 
Messelt said a significant 
amount of the increase, nearly 
$9 00,00, is due to cost shifts 
from the state to the county. 
That amounts to about 1.4%  
of the increase. The state has 
also deferred another $1.6 
million in cost shifts into fu-
ture years.

COUNTY YEAR-END
from page 1
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Grand Alaskan Cruise & Tour
12 DAYS INSIDE CABIN STARTING AT $3,549 $3,299*

BASED ON JUL 8, 2026 DEPARTURE

MUST BOOK BY 3/31

CALL US: 1-844-270-2455
*Per person based on double occupancy & includes tax service/gov’t fees.  

 Ask your Travel Consultant for terms & conditions. Add-on airfare with 
transfers available for most major gateways.

• Marvel at Alaska’s natural beauty in Denali National Park

• Visit Alaska’s the Alaska Wildlife Conservation Center

• Cruise Glacier Bay and Wrangell St. Elias National Park

• Travel through the legendary Inside Passage
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State Forest Nursery

SEEDLING  
SALES  

Grow the woods you love.

 Order today at: 
mndnr.gov/nursery

Whether you want more deer and 
songbirds, a quiet stand of trees, or a 

more diverse woodland for the future, 
the Minnesota State Forest Nursery 
has native bareroot seedlings ready 

for your land.

Plant now and enjoy your woods for 
years to come.
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Area News

•••••• UPCOMING AUCTIONS ••••••

THIS IS A PARTIAL LISTING. B.P. & MN tax applies. 
See website for more: 
www.midwestauctions.com/sharer 
Keith Sharer Auction Service

320-267-1963

3825 Shadowood Dr. NE. Sauk Rapids, MN  
Directions: St. Cloud, E. on Hwy 23 Left 0n 40th (Follow Signs)

SUNDAY
JANUARY 11TH @ 11:00 AM
ANTIQUES, HOUSEHOLD, OUTDOORS  & TOOLS

SUNDAY
JANUARY 18TH@ 11:00 AM
ANTIQUES, HOUSEHOLD, OUTDOORS  & TOOLS

Antiques, Collectibles, Household & décor’, 
Furniture, Tools & outdoor, Yard & garden & Shop

Now Taking Consignments

Auctions

We slaughter in-house
Call to book an appointment!

FORMERLY T&R MEATS

105 PINE ST., CLEARWATER • 320-558-6390

Stop in for Prime Rib, Baby Back Ribs, 
Tenderloins, Hams, Smoked Turkey, 
Steak, Chops, Brats, Hot Dogs, Ham-

burgers, Chicken, Roasts & Much More!

Quality Building Supplies 
at Affordable Prices

Since 1975

BOOK YOUR ORDER!

Call for a FREE estimate
117th Ave., Milaca

(north end of Milaca off Central Ave)

BUILDING
$PECIAL$

320-983-6304 •1-800-818-1846

LATCHAM-LIND LUMBER &
POST FRAME BUILDINGS

SEEKING MEMBERSHIP 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

7Ke &entral M1 Arts %oard is a nonproÀt ZitK 
the mission to invest in the arts throughout 
Benton, Sherburne, Stearns & Wright counties.  
7Ke &MA% is seeNinJ to Àll a vaFanF\ on it’s 
Board of Directors. Help us provide access to 
tKe arts and Freativit\ in &entral Minnesota! 
Individuals from all backgrounds and abilities 
are stronJl\ enFouraJed to appl\ Ior Eetter 
representation oI tKe diversit\ and viEranF\ oI 
our region.  
Board members must live in one of the counties 
served and commit to eight board meetings 
annuall\� %oard PePEers reFeive a stipend Ior 
tKeir serviFe� /earn Pore on our ZeEsite at 
centralmnartsboard.org/opportunities.

 Interested? Questions? Call or Email
Leslie Hanlon, Executive Director, 320-968-4290

or leslie.hanlon@centralmnartsboard.org

 on your 
retirement, Abby!

Love, 
Steve & 
the kids

Congratulations

Love, 
Steve & 
the kids

Steve & 
the kidsthe kids

Love, 
Steve & 
the kidsthe kids

Steve & 
the kidsthe kids

Stop by to share a 
memory with him!

Please join us for an Open House to celebrate

Sat., Jan. 24 1pm-5pm
Becker City Park
10362 County Road 23 SE
Becker, MN

Darrell Olson’s90th

Ladies - Join us as we host our second healing series; Out 
of the Shadows, a Ministry of Hiding, Hurting and Healing!

T H I S  I S  A  7 - W E E K  S E R I E S  T H A T  W I L L  P R O V I D E 
S P I R I T U A L  M E A N S  T O  A C H I E V E  F R E E D O M  O V E R 

I S S U E S  S U C H  A S  A B U S E ,  R E J E C T I O N ,  S H A M E , 
A B A N D O N M E N T ,  C O D E P E N D E N C Y  A N D  A D D I C T I O N .

P r e v i o u s  a t t e n d a n c e  t o  o u r  S e p t e m b e r 
h e a l i n g  s e r i e s  i s  n o t  n e c e s s a r y

W E  W I L L  M E E T  O N T H U R S D A Y  E V E N I N G S  F R O M 
6 - 8  P M , J A N U A R Y  1 5 - F E B R U A R Y  2 6

OAKWOOD CHURCH
12900 1st Street, Becker, MN 55308

(In Becker Auto Building)

Pre-registration is preferred however we welcome same day walk-ins.  
$10.00 donation is suggested to cover cost of materials

 please contact Vicki at 612-242-3534. Email: horsetales1@aol.com

Daycare available on prior request only

Keller Lake Commons in Big Lake, now an Assisted Living Community 
offering full apartments ranging from 644 to 956 square feet. Cable is included in rents 

for private pay and housing support (formerly known as GRH) renters. Accepting EW and 
CADI. For more information please contact Nicole Gilder, Housing Director at 

763-263-2363 or check us out online at www.kellerlakecommons.com

By Ken Francis, 
Contributing Writer

The Sherburne County 
%oard this week held it first 
meeting of the New Year, and 
it¶s first order of Eusiness was 
electing the 202� officers.

The board voted for 
Commissioner Raeanne Dan-
ielowski as Chair and Com-
missioner Andrew Hulse as 
9ice &hair. 7hey will also 
serve in those positions on 
the Regional Rail Authority 
and the Housing and Rede-
velopment $uthority (H5$).

Bri d g e 
R ep l ac em ent P l an
The board passed a res-

olution designating three 
proMects within the five-year 
Eridge replacement plan.

Bridge 7 1511 is located 
on &o. 5d. 1� west of &o. 5d. 
20. 3roposed construction is 
2027 , with a project cost of 
$1,9 47 ,000 and $7 66,000 in 
eligiEle state Eridge funds.

Bridge 7 1508  is located 
on &o. 5d. 1� crossing /ily 
&reek. 3roposed construction 
is 2029 , with a project cost of 
$1,48 2,000 and $521,000 in 
eligiEle state Eridge funds.

Bridge 7 1506 is located 
on &o. 5d. 11 crossing the (lk 
5iver. 3roposed construction 
is 2029 , with a project cost of 

$2,210,000 and $8 8 5,000 in 
eligiEle state Eridge funds.

The county is anticipat-
ing receipt of the grant funds 
in order to undertake the pro-
posed proMects.

P ro p erty  A c q ui s i ti o ns
The board approved a 

resolution authoriz ing acqui-
sition of property for the &o. 
5d. 80 ,mprovement 3roMect 
Eetween &o. 5d. 5 to &o. 5d. 
3.

The board also approved 
a resolution authoriz ing ac-
quisition of property for the 
&o. 5d. 9� ,mprovement 
3roMect Eetween &o. 5d. 15 
to &o. 5d. 32.

Both roads are in need 
of reconstruction in order 
to maintain the structural 
integrity of the road and to 
ensure safety for the puElic. 
The county is at a point in the 
process at which it can begin 
purchasing property, primar-
ily easements, for the future 
construction of the improve-
ments.

V ac ate R o ad
The board approved a 

resolution to petition 3almer 
7wp. to vacate a portion of 
10�th $ve. in order to facili-
tate the construction and de-
velopment of the 7wo ,nlets 
at %dp Heঢika - 2mashkoo] 
=aaga¶igaans 5egional 3ark.

%ecause 10�th $ve. is 
a township road, the county 
needs to formally request that 
the township vacate their in-
terest in the road.

The board also approved 
a resolution to extinguish 
an existing access easement 
across county lands servicing 
the former Moorhouse prop-
erty, now within 7wo ,nlets 
at %dp Heঢika - 2mashkoo] 
=aaga¶igaans 5egional 3ark.

P ark I m p ro v em ents
The board approved 

a professional and techni-
cal services agreement with 
Natural Resource Services, 
,nc for haEitat enhancement 
work in 7wo ,nlets at %dp 
Hehika ± 2mashkoo] =aa-
ga¶igaans 5egional 3ark and 
,sland 9iew 3ark. 1atural 
5esources 6ervices, ,nc is 
able to conduct the work 
within the funding timeframe 
and project budget, for a total 
cost not to exceed $3 04,064, 
which will be refunded to the 
county through the /essard 
6ams 2utdoor Heritage )und.

2 0 2 6  P ubl i c ati o ns
The board selected the 

2026 newspaper publications 
for official county notifica-
tions. T he Patriot will publish 
the delinTuent ta[ list, finan-
cial statement and commis-
sioner proceedings. T he E lk  

R iv er S tar N ew s will publish 
the alternate financial state-
ment.

O ther Bus i nes s
,n other actions the 

board:
• Authoriz ed the Assis-

tant Z oning Administrator to 
sign the 01 'ept. of $gri-
culture’s 2026 County Agri-
cultural ,nspector *rant in the 
amount of $10,3 00  to cover 
county staffing costs in car-
rying out duties related to the 
State of Minnesota’s Noxious 
:eed /aw�

• Accepted a $200 gift 
card from Resources Train-
ing and Solutions to supple-
ment revenues for and cover 
miscellaneous costs incurred 
by County Administration/
&ounty %oard�

� $pproved a *amEling 
3remises 3ermit for 'ucks 
U nlimited Wigeon Chapter 
�309 for a planned )eE. �, 
202�, event at the *etaway 
%ar in 2rrock 7wp.�

• Appointed the follow-
ing individuals to the Waste 
Management Advisory Com-
mittee for 202�-2028:  /ou-
isa Tallman, representing 
&ommissioner 'ist, 2�  0ark 
5ask, $lternate� -ason %elair, 
$lternate.

County board begins the new year’s business

Submitted Article

National Bank of Com-
merce ( NBC)  is proud to 
announce that it has received 
an “ outstanding”  rating in its 
most recent Community Re-
investment Act ( CRA)  evalu-
ation conducted Ey the 2ffice 
of the Comptroller of the Cur-
rency (2&&).

7he &5$ rating reflects 
a bank’s commitment to 
meeting the credit needs of 
all members of its commu-
nity, including low and mod-
erate-income neighborhoods, 
while maintaining safe and 
sound Eanking practices. 
Receiving an “ outstanding”  
rating recogniz es NBC’s 
dedication to providing ac-
cessible financial services, 
supporting local businesses, 
and investing in communities 
across Minnesota and North-
western :isconsin.

“ NBC is committed to 
being a strong partner in our 
communities,”  said Brad 
5oden, &(2 of 1%&. ³7his 
recognition from the 2&& 
is a testament to our team’s 
hard work in helping fami-
lies and businesses access the 
credit and services they need 
to thrive. :e are proud to 
support the communities we 
serve every day.´

Headquartered in Su-
perior, NBC offers a full 
range of personal and busi-
ness banking solutions, with 
a focus on building local 
relationships and investing 
in communities. )or more 
information about NBC and 
its services, visit nbc bank ing .
c om .

NBC has a regional lo-
cation at 2�0 -efferson %lvd, 
%ig /ake, 01 55309.

NBC earns 
“outstanding” 
rating from 
OCC

By Don Bellach, 
Contributing Writer

After the surprise res-
ignation of %ig /ake 3olice 
&hief -ohn .ac]marek was 
announced on the %/3' 
)aceEook page on 'ec. 18, 
2025, &aptain 6am 2lson 
was selected to become the 
$cting 3olice &hief.  

City Administrator 
Hanna .limmek e[plained 
that because of the terms 
written into his contract, in 
the absence of an acting po-
lice chief, 2lson would Ee 
named $cting 3olice &hief.  
He will assume the role on 
-an. 12, 202�, the day follow-
ing .ac]marek¶s last day. 

Serv i ng  s i nc e 2 0 0 3
$ %ig /ake High 6chool 

grad, 2lson was hired as an 
officer of the %/3' in 2003.  
He Eriefly served as $cting 
3olice &hief Eetween -an-
uary 2022 and September 

2022, when .ac]marek was 
hired to replace Chief Matt 
Hayden.   He was promoted 
to the rank of &aptain in )eE-
ruary 2023. 

C hi ef  K ac z m arek
7hough .ac]marek did 

not refer to 2lson in his res-
ignation letter, he did write, 
³$s , transition from this 
role to another role within a 
law enforcement agency, , 
do so with confidence in the 
department’s leadership and 
its commitment to serving the 
community with honor and 
respect.´  

.ac]marek¶s official last 
day will Ee -an. 11, 2025.

Searc h f o r a new  c hi ef
7he %ig /ake &ity 

Council will formally begin 
discussions about hiring a 
replacement police chief 
at its next scheduled work-
shop on :ed., -an. 21, 202�. 
.ac]marek will not Ee in at-
tendance.  

Olson named Acting Chief

By Bill Morgan, 
Editor

0innesota *ov. 7im 
Walz  suddenly put an end 
to his bid for a third term on 
Monday, amid the pressures 
of a growing fraud scandal 
in which allegedly billions of 
taxpayer dollars were swin-
dled on his watch.

Walz , a former Demo-
crat 9ice 3resident .amala 
Harris’ veep pick in 2024, 
had launched a third term 
campaign Eack in 6eptemEer.

,n a statement 0onday, 
:al] said, ³,n 6eptemEer, , 
announced that , would run 
for a historic third term as 
0innesota¶s *overnor. $nd , 
have every confidence that, if 
, gave it my all, , would suc-
ceed in that effort,´ :al] said.

³%ut as , reflected on this 

moment with my family and 
my team over the holidays, , 
came to the conclusion that 
, can¶t give a political cam-
paign my all,´ he added.

Majority Whip Tom 
(mmer released the following 
statement. 

³*ood riddance,´ said 
(mmer.

86 6en. $my .loEuchar 
('-0inn.) is viewed as top 
contender to jump into the 
race. 6ecretary of 6tate 6teve 
Simon as also a possible con-
tender for the 'emocrats.

2ther candidates who¶ve 
declared to run include Mike 
/indell (*23), .endal 4ualls 
(*23), /isa 'emuth (*23), 
&hris 0attel (*23), .ristin 
5oEEins (*23) and 'r. 6cott 
-ensen (*23). 

The election for Minne-
sota governor will take place 
on 1ov. 3, 202�.

Walz quits
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Classifieds
A U T O M O BI L E S
G O T  A N  U N W A N T E D  C A R ? ? ?  D O -
N A T E  I T  T O  P A T R I O T I C  H E A R T S.  
Fast free pick up. P atriotic Hearts’ programs 
help veterans find work or start their own 
business. Call 24/ 7 : 1-8 3 3 -48 5-1046. ( mcn)

G et a break o n y o ur tax es !  Donate your car, 
truck, or SU V  to assist the blind and visually 
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost vehicle 
pickup and secure a generous tax credit for 
2025. Call Heritage for the Blind Today at 
1-8 55 9 7 7 -7 03 0 today! ( mcn)

D o nate y o ur c ar,  truc k,  bo at,  R V  and  
m o re to  s up p o rt o ur v eterans !  Schedule 
a FAST, FRE E  vehicle pickup and receive 
a top tax deduction! Call V eteran Car Dona-
tions at 1-8 8 8 -429 -23 3 1 today! ( mcn)

C A BL E / I N T E R N E T
A F F O R D A BL E  T V  &  I N T E R N E T .  If 
you are overpaying for your service, call now 
for a free quote and see how much you can 
save! 1-8 3 3 -47 2-7 9 54. ( mcn)

D I R E C T V -  A l l  y o ur entertai nm ent.  N o th-
i ng  o n y o ur ro o f !  Sign up for Directv and get 
your first three months of Max, P aramount+ , 
Showtime, Starz , MGM+  and Cinemax in-
cluded. Choice package $8 4.9 9 / mo. Some 
restrictions apply. Call DIRE CTV  1-8 66-
29 6-1409 . ( mcn)

F I N A N C I A L
I nf l ati o n i s  at 4 0 - y ear hi g hs .  I nteres t rates  
are w ay  up .  Credit Cards. Medical Bills. Car 
Loans. Do you have $10k or more in debt?  
Call NATIONAL DE BT RE LIE F and find 
out how to pay off your debt for significantly 
less than what you owe! FRE E  quote: Call 
1-8 66-552-0649 . ( mcn

H E A L T H  &  M E D I C A L
D E N T A L  I N SU R A N C E  from P hysicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage for 
400 plus procedures. Real dental insurance 
-NOT just a discount plan. Do not wait! Call 
now! Get your FRE E  Dental Information K it 
with all the details! 1-8 55-9 7 3 -9 17 5 www.
dental50plus.com/ midwest # 6258  ( mcn)

P O R T A BL E  O X Y G E N  C O N C E N T R A -
T O R  May Be Covered by Medicare! Re-
claim independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery of 

Inogen One. Free information kit! Call 8 44-
7 16-2411. ( mcn)
ST O P  O V E R P A Y I N G  F O R  H E A L T H  
I N SU R A N C E !  A recent study shows that a 
majority of people struggle to pay for health 
coverage. Let us show you how much you 
can save. Call Now for a no-obligation quote: 
1-8 8 8 -7 7 2-8 454. You will need to have your 
z ip code to connect to the right provider. 
( mcn)

A T T E N T I O N  O X Y G E N  T H E R A P Y  
U SE R S!  Discover Oxygen Therapy That 
Moves with You with Inogen P ortable Ox-
ygen Concentrators. FRE E  information kit. 
Call 1-8 3 3 -650-59 16. ( mcn)

H O M E  SE R V I C E S
D o n’ t P ay  F o r C o v ered  H o m e R ep ai rs  
A g ai n!  Our home warranty covers ALL 
MAJ OR SYSTE MS AND AP P LIANCE S. 
We stand by our service and if we can’t fix 
it, we’ll replace it! P ick the plan that fits your 
budget! Call: 1-8 3 3 -8 16-2128 . ( mcn)

W A T E R  &  F I R E  D A M A G E  R E ST O -
R A T I O N .  Our trusted professionals will 
restore your home to protect your family and 
your home’s value! Call 24/ 7 : 1-8 3 3 -8 7 9 -
148 0. Mold Remediation services are also 
available! ( mcn)

M I SC E L L A N E O U S
R eac h o v er 1 . 4  m i l l i o n ho m es  f o r j us t 
$ 2 4 9 !  Advertise your business or item with a 
classified ad in the Midwest Free Community 
P apers. Simple, cost-effective, and powerful. 
One call, and you’re done! Boost your visi-
bility now! 8 8 8 -8 9 9 -63 27 . ( mcn)

N E E D  N E W  F L O O R I N G ?  Call today to 
schedule a F R E E  in-home estimate on Car-
peting &  Flooring. Call Today! 1-8 3 3 -641-
63 23 . ( mcn)

I N J U R E D  I N  A N  A C C I D E N T ?  Don’t 
Accept the insurance company’s first offer. 
Many injured parties are entitled to cash set-
tlements in the $1000’s. Get a free evaluation 
to see what your case is really worth. 100%  
Free E valuation. Call Now: 1-8 3 3 -8 7 9 -153 4. 
( mcn)

P rep are f o r p o w er o utag es  to d ay  w i th a 
G enerac  H o m e Stand by  G enerato r.  Act 
now to receive a FRE E  5-Year warranty with 

qualifying purchase. Call 1-8 7 7 -228 -57 8 9  
today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just a 
generator. It’s a power move. ( mcn)

T H E  BA T H R O O M  O F  Y O U R  
D R E A M S i n as  l i ttl e as  1  d ay .  Limited 
Time Offer - $1000 off or No P ayments and 
No Interest for 18  months for customers who 
qualify. BCI Bath &  Shower. Many options 
available. Q uality materials &  professional 
installation. Senior &  Military Discounts 
Available. Call Today! 1-8 3 3 -618 -117 8 . 
( mcn)

R ep l ac e y o ur ro o f  w i th the bes t l o o ki ng  
and  l o ng es t l as ti ng  m ateri al  s teel  f ro m  
E ri e M etal  R o o f s !  Three styles and mul-
tiple colors available. Guaranteed to last a 
lifetime! Limited Time Offer- up to 50%  off 
installation +  Additional 10%  off install ( for 
military, health workers &  1st responders.)  
Call E rie Metal Roofs: 1-8 44-9 07 -23 8 6. 
( mcn)

N O  M O R E  C L E A N I N G  o ut g utters .  
Guaranteed! LeafFilter is backed by a no-
clog guarantee and lifetime transferrable 
warranty. Call today 1-8 55-57 7 -1268  to 
schedule a FRE E  inspection and no obliga-
tion estimate. Get 15%  off your entire order. 
P lus, Military &  Seniors get an additional 
10%  off. Limited time only. Restrictions 
apply, see representative for warranty and 
offer details. ( mcn)

R E A L  E ST A T E
W E  BU Y  H O U SE S for Cash AS-IS! No re-
pairs. No fuss. Any condition. E asy process: 
Call, get cash offer and get paid. Call today 
for your fair cash offer: 1-8 8 8 -7 15-0513 . 
( mcn)

W A N T  T O  BU Y
C A SH  P A I D  F O R  H I G H - E N D  M E N ’ S 
SP O R T  W A T C H E S!  Rolex, Breitling, 
Omega, P atek P hilippe, Heuer, Daytona, 
GMT, Submariner and Speedmaster. Call 
1-8 3 3 -641-6646. ( mcn)

W E  BU Y  V I N T A G E  G U I T A R S!  Look-
ing for 19 20-19 8 0 Gibson, Martin, Fender, 
Gretsch, E piphone, Guild, Mosrite, Ricken-
backer, P rairie State, D’Angelico, Stromberg. 
And Gibson Mandolins /  Banjos. 1-8 3 3 -641-
7 028 . ( mcn)

Minnesota Newspaper Association Classifieds

                                     Week of January 11, 2026             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

        
MISCELLANEOUS WANTED TO BUYEMPLOYMENT

MISCELLANEOUS

FULL TIME NIGHT CUSTODIAN 
Night shift, 2:00-10:30PM, M-F, during 
school year. Daytime hours in summer. 
Salary Range: $15.36-$21.50, additional 
$0.65 shift diff erential on night shifts. Year 
round, 12-month position. Apply now: 
www.applitrack.com/isd876/onlineapp 

GET A BREAK ON YOUR TAXES!
Donate your car, truck, or SUV to 
assist the blind and visually 
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost 
vehicle pickup and secure a generous 
tax credit for 2025. Call Heritage for 
the Blind Today at 844/220-9501 today! 

CHOOSE EARTHLINK FIBER 
Internet for speeds up to 5 Gigs, no data 
caps, no throttling. Prices starting at 
$54.95. Plus, a $100 gift card when you 
make the switch. Call 844/453-6983 

SAFE STEP
North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. 
Comprehensive lifetime warranty.
Top-of-the-line installation and ser-
vice. Now featuring our FREE shower
package and $1,600 off  for a 
limited time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 833/966-3882

DON’T LET THE STAIRS 
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY!

Discover the ideal solution for anyone
who struggles on the stairs, is con-
cerned about a fall or wants to 
regain access to their entire home. 
Call AmeriGlide today! 866/852-5506

SATELLITE TV + INTERNET!
Get Dish! Free install, free HD-DVR 
upgrade, 80,000 on-demand movies,
plus limited time up to $600 
In gift cards. Call today! 855/562-4309

WE BUY HOUSES 
for cash AS IS! No repairs. No fuss. 
Any condition. Easy three step 
process: Call, get cash off er and get 
paid. Get your fair cash off er today by 
calling Liz Buys Houses: 844/978-0683

Classi  ed Advertising 
That is EASY

Your newspaper 
representative can 
provide complete 

details or you can call 
MNA: 612/332-8844

The Minnesota Classi  ed 
Advertising Network

Make an impact with your 
advertising dollar with 

classi  ed advertising that 
reaches over 1MILLION 

READERS

To place your ad, call 763.275.0275 or stop by our office at 
14054 Bank Street, Becker • Website: www.patriotnewsmn.com

MURPHY
CHEVROLET

N e w  &  U s e d  C a r s  &  T r u c k s
(320) 968-6239

www.murphychevrolet.com

Automotive

220 USED CARS to choose 
from. We also BUY used cars. 
Guaranteed Approval! Morrie’s 
Auto Connection, 559 Hwy 10, 
St. Cloud (next to the red barn 
Dairy Queen). 320-229-1900. 
Apply online at: 
www.MorriesAutoConnection.com
________________________

Used CarsOUTDOOR FURNACES NO-
TICE - Outdoor furnace, parts 
and supplies are in high de-
mand and have limited avail-
ability. With approximate lead 
times of about 8 months, plan 
and look ahead. Reserve now 
to have one to install for this 
summer or fall installation. We 
feature Central Boiler furnaces 
and products for complete in-
stallation. We have financing 
available, and up to a $2,000 
tax credit available on select 
models. Reserve today. Call 
or go online, 763-972-6255; 
classactfurnace.com.       ________________________

Outdoor Furnaces

2025
from page 1

3 1-year-old Becker resident 
published his first book—
F rom  D ep ression &  S uic idal 
T houg hts to Purp ose and had 
a book signing in October.

A Benton County judge 
last November sentenced 
a Glendorado man, K arl 
Thomas Holmberg, 66, to 
more than 7 6 years in prison 
for a shooting in 2023  that 
inMured five memEers of the 
Sherburne County Drug Task 
Force.

Three men from Big 
Lake are facing felony bur-
glary charges after allegedly 
using a tunnel system to enter 
a local Eusiness office from a 
piz z a restaurant.

P o l i ti c s
Sen. Andrew Mathews 

( R-P rinceton)  announced last 
J anuary that he will serve as 
the Republican Co-Chair on 
the Senate E nergy, U tilities, 
E nvironment and Climate 
Committee while the 3 3 -3 3  
power sharing agreement is 
in effect. 

Last February, the Sher-
burne County Sheriff’s Dept. 
said farewell to Capt. K en 
Hanson, who spent more 
than 28  years with them be-
fore retiring as the head of 
their Criminal Investigations 
Division. 

The MN Department of 
Transportation and the Met-
ropolitan Council announced 
in March that they are study-
ing a proposal to replace the 
trains with buses amid a pre-
cipitous decline in ridership.

The Clearwater City 
Council’s April meeting in-
cluded an impressive agenda 
item; recognition of Clear 
/ake fifth-grader :inward 
Nicol, one of the winners of 
the recent Mayor for a Day 
essay competition sponsored 
by the League of MN Cities 
( LMC) .

2fficer 6am 1orlin of 
the Big Lake P olice Dept. 
received the Chief’s Letter 
of Recognition for his swift, 
professional, and support-
ive actions during a medical 
emergency that took place 
back in March. 

Becker P olice Lt. Chris 
Lindbloom was hired by the 
City of Becker to serve as P o-
lice Chief back in J une.

MN Congressman Tom 
E mmer paid a visit to Ral-
phie’s Minnoco in Clear Lake 
Thursday, J uly 10. E mmer 
visited with store owner Brian 
Brehmer and local residents. 

Sen. Bruce Anderson 
passed unexpectedly in late 
J uly. Bruce was a dedicated 
public servant, loving family 
man, and dear friend to many 
at the Capitol and in Buffalo.

On Sept. 10, activist, au-
thor, and media personality 
Charlie K irk was assassinated 
at a rally he assembled on the 
campus of the U tah V alley 
U niversity. As the words, 
“ transgender shooters, mass 
shooters,”  exited his mouth 
during a Q & A, a shot rang 
out and K irk crumpled to the 
ground with blood gushing 
from his neck wound.

Clearwater area residents 
and business owners stopped 
by MnDOT’s Hwy. 24 corri-
dor project public meeting in 
2ctoEer to see the final con-
struction plans laid out.

Charges filed in No-
vember alleged that three 

former employees of the City 
of Clear Lake defrauded the 
city of over $200,000 from 
late 2022 through 2023 . The 
former employees were: K ari 
K oren ( former clerk) , Chad 
K oren ( retired firefighter)  
and Dustin Luhning ( former 
public works director) .

Sp o rts  N ew s
Becker’s varsity robotics 

team, FRC 4607  - The Coali-
tion of Independent Students 
won the state title back in 
May.  This victory marked 
Becker’s fourth overall state 
title and an impressive back-
to-back championship streak, 
having previously won in 
2013 , 2022, 2024, and now 
2025.

J ose Acuna, a senior 
wide receiver and linebacker 
on the Big Lake football 
team, was selected by the 
Minnesota V ikings as their 
male nominee for the 2024 
NFL Latino Youth Honors 
program in J anuary. Acuna 
was one of just 64 students 
in the entire country to have 
been selected.

The Becker dance team 
traveled to Target Center 
last February to compete at 
their fourth consecutive state 
dance tournament. The team 
took 10th in jaz z  on Friday 
and eighth in kick on Sat-
urday despite dancing with 
nearly one third of the team 
Eeing first-year dancers.  

Becker soccer player 
Asher Olson was informed  

in March he was selected to 
participate on the U S Youth 
Soccer 2008  ( birth year)  Na-
tional Select Team, which 
competed last summer in 
Italy.

Troy Robinson, Becker 
Football assistant coach, was 
presented with the Butch 
Nash Award at this year’s 
Minnesota Football Coaches 
Awards banquet in April.

Baseball, food, fun, and 
community spirit was front 
and center on May 13 , as Big 
Lake hosted its 4th Annual 
Baseball Youth Night at the 
Field. 

7he Hornets girls flag 
football team had their season 
end in the opening round of 
the playoffs during their inau-
gural season in Minnesota in 
J une. The team was plagued 
by turnovers in a 3 1-25 loss 
to Sartell.

The Big Lake Chamber 
of Commerce held their 7 th 
Annual BLCC Golf tourna-
ment on J uly 10 at P ebble 
Creek in Becker. 

Becker Blast 12U  Navy 
team won the 12U  Monsta 
National Tournament this in 
August. 

The 15th annual Haitian 
Hustle took place in Becker 
last September, and while 
the skies opened up just as 
the race began, runners and 
walkers still splashed their 
way through the streets — 
and raised a record-breaking 
$21,000 for students in Haiti.

The P ebble Creek Wom-
en¶s &luE officially ended the 
2025 season at their October 
Fall Banquet where final 
champions were announced 
and a newly elected Board of 
Directors was elected.

K enna Hennessey hit a 
milestone on September 25 
at Becker’s volleyball game 
Ey officially reaching 1,000 
career digs!

Lupulin Brewing in Big 
/ake was filled with 9ikings 
fans last December who were 
present not only to watch the 
V ikings play the Seattle Se-
ahawks, but also to support 
Skol for Skolarships, a fund-
raising event to help raise 
money for Minnesota youth 
athletes. During the event, 
Lupulin donated $1 from 
every pour to Sportsline P ho-
tography’s “ Share Your Fa-
vorite Sports Memory”  youth 
scholarship program. 

BECKER’S BLAST 12U NAVY TEAM won the 12U Monsta Na-
tional Tournament this past weekend. Front row, left to right: 
Alyse Denne, Finlee Esping, Mirra Koubsky, Aysa Johnson and 
Lyra Willhite. Back row, left to right: Coach Steve Esping, Talia 
Boyer, Zoe Sheiber, Emily Thiel, Coach Anna Willhite, Kenzie 
Basgall, Piper Dickinson, Kinny Johnson and Coach Ben John-
son. Missing – Braelyn Bolton. (Submitted Photo).

R O B O T I C S  J U N K I E 
LANDON JUREK celebrated 
his team’s State Title, as 
well as his All-State robotics 
award. (Submitted Photo).

women who had worked on 
the Northstar. It was clear 
that passengers had become 
familiar with the crew over 
the 16 years that the Northstar 
rail had been in operation.  At 
4:45pm, you could hear the 
announcement, “ Last call for 
Big Lake,”  echo throughout 
the station. 

W hat’ s  N ex t?
BNSF Railway P as-

senger Operations Manager 
Darren Olson explained that 
most of the crew will return 
to BNSF Freight operations. 
BNSF was responsible for 
the operation of the Northstar 
train. E ngineer Todd Lip-
pman and Conductor Don 
Slaughter ran the train on its 
final run and for /ippman 
himself, it was his final run. 
After 51 years, he has de-
cided to retire. 

Noting that he was not 
speaking on behalf of BNSF, 
Olson shared his thoughts 
on the day, starting with the 
goal he set for his crew at the 
beginning of the day, to keep 
passengers safe to perform 
their duties professionally, as 
they had done for the past 15 
years.    

Olson believes they ac-
complished that. He thanked 
the 8 0 people who had 
worked on the Northstar over 
the years and reminisced 
about the countless impacts 
they had had on passengers. 

“ We’re very proud of 
that and very disappointed 
to see this come to a close. It 
holds a special place in our 
hearts.  We’re out here be-
cause we want to be.  E very 
one of my employees has se-
niority to go someplace else 
on the railroad, and they all 
chose to be here because they 
like being here.”  

Olson says the mojority 
of workers have made friends 
with passengers.  

“ We know about each 
other’s lives… Internally, you 

work with a workgroup like 
we do, in and out, day after 
day, rain, sun, sleet, or snow, 
you get to know people, and 
they get to be a part of your 
life, and you become a part of 
theirs.”   

On Sunday, J an. 4, 2026, 
everyone seemed to take 
a moment to say goodbye 
and reflect on the end of the 
Northstar rail line.   

NORTHSTAR
from page 1

RAIL ENTHUSIASTS ready their cameras for the train to 
pull in. (Patriot Photo by Don Bellach)

FELLOW CREW AND PASSENGERS ay goodbye to Engi-
neer Todd Lippman. (Patriot Photo by Don Bellach)

CONDUCTOR DON SLAUGHTER and Engineer Todd Lip-
pman. (Patriot Photo by Don Bellach)

LIFELONG PALMER RES-
IDENT MIKE GANZ speared a 
monstrous Northern (42-1/8” 
• 20.2 lbs.) on Briggs Lake 
this past weekend. It is the 
biggest fish Ganz has ever 
caught on Briggs Lake. Ganz 
started fishing the Palmer 
chain of lakes as a child over 
50 years ago. He even sold 
angle worms to people on 
the Palmer lakes as a child. 
Ganz refers to himself as a 
Palmer Dandelion (a nuisance 
with deep roots) (Submitted 
Photo).

Ganz spears massive Northern on Briggs
By Penny Leuthard, 
Contributing Writer

Community member 
Mark Doering was pre-
sented a public service 
award by Clearwater Mayor 
Andrea Lawrence in De-
cember. 

Doering received the 
award for assisting law en-
forcement in 2025. 

CLEARWATER MAYOR ANDREA LAWRENCE presents 
Mark Doering with a public service award. (Submitted Photo)

Doering receives public service award
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Employment

BECKER PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS IS HIRING 

SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS!!

Up to $60 per route based on experience.
Benefits include:
*Health, Dental, & LTD (Coverage year round)
* Paid personal, sick, and holidays
* PERA (Public Employee Retirement Assoc.)
* 403 (B) Matching Retirement Options

$2,000 SIGN ON BONUS!!

*NOW OFFERING PAID TRAINING

Contact us today! 
763-261-4588

*MINIMUM OF 3.5 HOURS A DAY WITH 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR MORE

Developing Self-Directed Learners to 
Thrive in a Changing Global Community

Apply in person, 1 mile east of Becker, 
137th left, 1/8 mile on left. 612-747-0163    

NOW HIRING!
KASOWSKI GROUP

• FT FARM LABOR
• FT EQUIPMENT OPERATOR • FT FARM MECHANIC

BECKER PUBLIC SCHOOLS IS HIRING! 
BE A PART OF OUR TEAM!

for information on all our openings, please visit www.becker.k12.mn.us
Questions?  Contact AngelA Oswald @ 763-261-4502, option 3

2025-26 School Year Substitutes:
• TEACHERS

• PARAPROFESSIONALS
• CUSTODIANS

• FOOD SERVERS/
DISHWASHERS

• BUS AND VAN DRIVERS

Business & Professional 
Services  Directory

Attorneys

PETERSON - 
GRIMSMO

FUNERAL CHAPEL
Serving your 

community since 1933
250 East Broadway

Monticello, MN 55362
763-295-2918

Our family serving yours!

Funeral

Mulch

15920 Hwy. 10, Becker • 763-262-0871

Call today for a free estimate!
24/7 Service • Emergency #: 320.267.1855

Visit us online: wruckyeah.com

• Septic system design & installation
• Septic Tank & Drain Field Repair
• Routine Maintenance & emergency Services
• Water jetting, video drain inspection services
• Routine Maintenance & emergency Services
• Water jetting, video drain inspection services

Wruck Excavating Inc. — 
Your trusted septic experts

763-262-1454
Becker, MN

763-452-2500
Big Lake, MN

320-743-2204
Clear Lake, MN

FUNERAL HOME • CREMATION SERVICES

www.williamsdingmann.com

FAMILY FUNERAL HOMES

SPONSORED BY:

8852 Cty Rd 23
Becker, MN 

Phone:
763.261.5656

Ralph du Monceaux, Owner
Free Loaners ~ Free Estimates 

~ Honest Work

763-261-5656
Ralph’s

Auto Body

• BECKER
Grace Lutheran Church (LCMS)
Pastor: David M. Johnson, 763-262-7782, 11185 27th Ave SE. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am, Sun. School 10:30am, Wed. J.U.M.P. 6pm.
Becker Baptist Church
Pastors: Nathan Bucher (Senior), Kevin Drehmel (Youth) & Amy Drehmel 
(Dir. of Child/Fam. Ministry), 763-261-4202, 11951 Hancock St. Services: 
Sun. Worship/Children 10:30am. During the school year: AWANA for 
Kids/Sun. School 9:15am. Midweek Connect for Kids 6:30pm. Please reg-
ister Kids on our webite. Youth Group: Wed. 6:30pm. www.beckerbaptist.
org. 
Becker Evangelical Free Church
Pastors: Gerald Deppa (Interim Senior), Chris Salvevold (Youth), 763-261-
4125, Becker High School, Office: 11373 150th Ave SE. Services: Sun. 
Worship/Teaching/Fellowship 10am.
Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 12100 Sherburne Ave. Services: Sat. 
Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8:30am & 10:30am. Masses held 1st, 3rd & 5th Sun-
days of the month. (Masses held on 2nd & 4th Sundays in Big Lake).
Faith (Becker) Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Yolanda Denson-Byers & Vicar Molly Wills, 763-261-5751, 11755 
Sherburne Ave. Services: Sun. Worship 9:30am (Holy Communion on the 
1st & 3rd Sundays) Nursery available. Sun. school 9:55am, Refreshments 
& fellowship at 10:30am, Wed. programs: 6:00pm Wed. Worship, 6:30pm 
7th – 9th grade confirmation, 7:30pm Youth Group 1st & 3rd Wed. Bible 
Studies: Tues. 9:00am www.faithlutheran-becker.org.
Oakwood Community Church Assemblies of God
Pastors: Gerry Bass & Sarah, 763-220-6004, 13140 1st St (SW Corner of 
Becker Furniture World). Services: Sun. Bible Study/Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Snake River Free Church
Pastor: Steve Johnston, 612-219-8648, 180th St SE. Services: Sun. Worship/
Sun. School 10:30am., Hymn Sing is second Sun. of every month.
Becker Christian Center & Abundant Grace Church
Pastor: Ken Hanson, 763-262-2177, 15455 59th St SE. Services: Sun. Praise 
& Worship 9:30am, Wed. Family Fellowship 7pm.
Beacon House of Prayer
Pastors: Brian & Linda Holmes, 763-263-3771, 12264 Pleasant Ave. Ser-
vices: Thurs. Worship 6:30pm.
Free Grace United
Pastor: Kevin Wilson, 763-245-0001, Becker High School, 12000 Hancock 
St, Enter door 11. Services: Wed. Worship 6:30pm.

• BIG LAKE
Acts Seventh-Day Adventists Community Church
Pastor: Bill Nixon, 763-263-2287, 20455 187th Ave NW. Services: Sat. 
Worship 9am, Sat. Sabbath School 10:15am.
Bethany Bible Church
763-263-2167, 511 Eagle Lake Road. Services: Sun. School 9am, Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Bridgeview Assembly of God
Pastor: Steve Royalty, 763-263-6274, 20500 County Road 11. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am & 10:45am, Wed. groups (kids/youth/adults) 6:30pm.
SVEA Hill Covenant Church
Pastor: Don Bellach, 763-263-6322, 16392 235th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Cornerstone Baptist Church
Pastor: Gordon Langdon, 763-263-7878, 15300 County Road 35. 
Hope Lutheran Church (ELCA) in Orrock
763-262-0028. www.hopeintherefuge.weebly.com.
IFLESIA AMOR VIVIENTE Living Love Church
Pastores: Juan & Patricia Aguayo, 763-607-5403, 21 Lake St N. Services: 
Sat. 6pm.
Lord of Glory Lutheran Church
Pastor: Marty Mably, 763-263-3090, 15550 190th Ave NW. Services: Sun. 
8am & 10:30am.
Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church
Father: Mike Kellogg, 763-447-3339, 440 Lake St N. Services: Sat. Mass 
5pm; Sun. 8:30am & 10:30am. Masses held on 2nd & 4th Sundays of the 
month (Masses held on 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays in Becker).
Riverside Church
Online: www.myrc.church, 763-263-2410, 20314 County Road 14. Ser-
vices: Sun 8:45am, 10:30am & 12:05pm.
Saron Lutheran Church
Pastor: Kyle Sidlo, 763-263-2209, 311 Lake St. S. Services: Sun. Worship 

9:30am, indoors or livestream.
Spirit Life Church
763-262-LIFE, 221 Lake St N. Services Sun. mornings 9:45am. Going 
Deeper Sun. 9am. Prophetic Praayer Wed. 7pm.

• SANTIAGO
South Santiago Lutheran Church ELCA
Pastor: Allison Peterson, 763-662-2048, 14675 37th St. Services: Sun. 8am. 
and 10 am, Sun. School 9am.
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church E.L.S. & Princeton Evangelical School
Pastor: Timothy Zenda, 763-662-2570, 18977 17th St. Services: Sun. 
School/Bible Class 10:30am, Divine Worship 9am.
Glendorado Lutheran (ELCA)
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Pastor: Shari Routh, 920-573-0193, 1100 186th Ave NE. Services: Sun 
Good Shepherd 9am, Sun. Glendorado 10:30am.
Gethsemane Church (ELCA) – Ronneby
Pastor: Barbara Peterson, 320-983-5002, 14478 78th St. NE. Services: Sun. 
Worship 10am.
Glendorado Evangelical Country Church
Pastor: Sam Alfano, 763-662-2244, 16999 Glendorado Road NE. Services: 
Sun. School 9:30am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• CLEAR LAKE
Living Waters Church
320-699-0876, 7830 Church St. Services: Sun. Worship 10am, Starting in 
Sept. Wed. night Ladies in Recovery study at 6:30pm.
Trinity Lutheran Church Missouri Synod
Pastor: Josh Reber, 320-743-2919, 8641 Main Ave. Services: Sun. Worship 
8:45am, Sun. School 9:45am.
SHED Church - Non-Denomination in Palmer
Pastor: TBD, 320-241-0123, Palmer Town Hall, 4180 105th Ave. Services: 
Sun. 5pm. www.shedchurch.org.
St. Marcus Catholic Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-743-2481, 8701 Main Ave. Services: Mon.  
& Wed. Mass 8am, Sat. Confessions 4:15pm, Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. 8am.

• DUELM
St. Lawrence Church
Father: Joseph Backowski, 320-968-7502, 10915 Duelm Road NE. Ser-
vices: Sun. Mass 10am, Tues. Mass 8am.

• CLEARWATER
Clearwater United Methodist Church
Pastor: Alison Hendley, 320-558-2581, 405 Main St. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9:30am.
Freedom Bible Baptist Church
320-434-347, 605 Lime St. (Old Clearwater Post Office). Services: Sun. 
Prayer 9am, Sun. School 9:30am, Sun. Worship 10:45am.
Rejoice Lutheran Church – ELCA
Pastor: Jim Bump, 320-558-6851, 1155 County Road 75. 
Services: Sun. School that begins in Worship 9:30am. 
Livestream worship at Rejoice’s Youtube Channel, 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsJGuBda4orT9TWYii5wmGw
Church of St. Luke
Father: Dennis Backer, 320-558-2124, 17545 Huber Ave NW. Services: 
Sat. Mass 5pm, Sun. Mass 8am & 10am, Weekday Mass Tues.-Fri. 8am/
Sat. 9am.
Tri-County Alliance Church
Pastor: David Fogal, 320-558-2750, 8464 160th St NW. Services: Sun. 
School 9am, Sun. Worship 10:30am.

• SILVER CREEK
Immanuel Lutheran Church
Pastor: Ken Tatkenhorst, 763-878-2820, 11390 Elliot Ave NW. Services: 
Sun. Worship 9am
Silver Creek Community Church
Pastor: Zach Pryor, 320-963-3957, 4282 114th St NW. Services: Sun. Wor-
ship 9am, Sun. Fellowship 10am, Sun. School 10:30am. 

• SAINT CLOUD
Faith Lutheran Church
Pastor: Joshua Reber, 320-252-3315, 3000 County Road SE. Worship: Sun. 
10:15am.

RYAN HUBBARD
763-263-8334 

RESIDENTIAL  • COMMERCIAL - AGRICULTURAL

6715 125th Ave - Clear Lake, MN
320.743.2387 • Cell: 320.290.9843

Scott & Tonia Ulsby

KEN GEROUX CONSTRUCTION
C O R P O R A T I O N

Integrity • Excellence
Uncompromising Customer Satisfaction

Lic. #BC002757
Big Lake • 763-263-6878

Order Online!

Becker Pizza Depot
The Area’s Best Pizza -- Ask Anyone!

14281 Bank Street, Becker • 763-262-2700
www.BeckerPizzaDepot.com • Facebook: Pizza Depot

Pizza, Wings & More

290 EAGLE LAKE RD. N. BIG LAKE
763-263-3262 • WWW.CORNEROAKSDENTAL.COM

FAMILY & COSMETIC DENTISTRY

DR. REED DILL & 
DR. PETER KUEFLER

16455 122nd St Becker MN 55308

763-263-9471

Big Lake

 763-263-6350
parkdental.com

Church DirectoryChurch DirectoryChurch Directory

320-743-2479 
• dahlensheetmetal@frontier.com

P.O. Box 646 • Becker, MN 55308
www.dahlensheetmetal.com

Becker 763-261-4200  |  Princeton 763-389-4099
Monticello 763-271-7177

www.sherburnestatebank.com

Your Hometown Bank

Sherburne
State Bank

Member 
FDIC

763-262-4237

M-F
8AM-

4:30PM

Owner: Chad Schwintek
13050 1st Street Becker, MN 55308

24 
HOUR
Towing & recovery

19640 200th Ave., Big Lake

• Family Owned 
    & Operated
• Light, Medium and 
    Heavy Duty  Towing 

• Lockouts 
• Jump Starts 
• Winch Recovery

www.bobstowingandrecovery.com

• BIG LAKE 
• ELK RIVER 
• MONTICELLO

williamsdingmann.com

Electrical

Funeral

Be a Patriot Page 
Sponsor! Call 

763.275.0275 to 
secure your ad

PROUD SPONSOR
OF THE 

NEWSPAPER,
EVENTS, ACTIVITIES

AND BUSINESSES
IN OUR LOCAL

COMMUNITIES!

763-262-5850
tjpottertrucking.com

Looking for a Great 
Place to Work?

Your Community Development department is in 
search of a full-time team member!

Community Development Coordinator Position
The City of Big Lake is seeking a dynamic and 

outgoing individual that will play a critical role in 
supporting planning, land use, and economic 

development activities that shape the City’s growth 
and quality of life. This position plays a key role in 

development review, public engagement, and 
coordination with residents, developers, and elected 
o�cials. This is an exempt professional-level position 

for someone who is organized, analytical, and 
comfortable working with both technical planning 

issues and the public. Work is performed under 
the general supervision of the 

Community Development Director.
Quali�cations:

• Bachelor’s degree in Urban Planning, Public 
Administration, Geography, or a closely related �eld.
• One (1) year of experience in municipal planning, 

community development, or public 
administration preferred

• An equivalent combination of education and 
experience may be considered.

Bene�ts:
• Competitive salary based on experience
• Insurance, including Health, Dental, Life, 

disability insurances
• State Retirement plan

• Paid time o� (vacation, sick leave, and holidays)
• Ongoing training and professional 

development opportunities
Pay rate is $71,441.57 to $90,500.04 Annually 

depending on quali�cations

Application deadline is Thursday February 05, 2026, 
at 5:00 pm. Applications are available at Big Lake City 
Hall, 160 Lake St N, or on-line at www.biglakemn.org. 

Please submit completed application form, cover 
letter, and resume to:

City of Big Lake
Community Development Coordinator

160 Lake St N
Big Lake Mn 55308

dwegeleben@biglakemn.org
Please reach out to Deb, at 763-251-2974 or you can 

email Deb at dwegeleben@biglakemn.org for more 
information.

EEOC. Posted January 5, 2026

Looking for a Great 
Place to Work?

Looking for a Great 
Place to Work?

Your Engineering department is in search of a full- 
time team member!

Engineering Technician position.
The City of Big Lake is seeking a dynamic and 

outgoing individual that will plays a critical role in 
maintaining and improving the infrastructure that 
keeps cities functioning smoothly, contributing to the 

quality of life for city residents. This position 
provides skilled technical support to the city 

engineer, city planners, and public works 
departments in designing, constructing, and 

maintaining municipal infrastructure projects. This 
role involves assisting in project planning, �eld 

surveys, dra�ing, and inspecting construction sites 
to ensure projects meet standards, speci�cations and 
regulations. Work is performed under the direction 

of the City Engineer with limited supervision.
Quali�cations:

• Associates/Technical degree with Civil Engineering 
Technology or related �eld.

• Ability to demonstrate excellent communication, 
interpersonal, and teambuilding skills.

Bene�ts:
• Competitive salary based on experience
• Insurance, including Health, Dental, Life, 

disability insurances
• State Retirement plan

• Paid time o� (vacation, sick leave, and holidays)
• Ongoing training and professional 

development opportunities
Pay rate is $30.57 to $38.73 per hour 

depending on quali�cations

Application deadline is Thursday February 05, 2026, 
at 5:00 pm. Applications are available at Big Lake City 
Hall, 160 Lake St N, or on-line at www.biglakemn.org. 

Please submit completed application form, cover 
letter, and resume to:

City of Big Lake
Engineering Technician position

160 Lake St N
Big Lake Mn 55308

dwegeleben@biglakemn.org
Please reach out to Deb, at 763-251-2974 or you can 

email Deb at dwegeleben@biglakemn.org for more 
information.

EEOC. Posted January 5, 2026

Looking for a Great 
Place to Work?

Submitted Article

The public was invited 
last month to join the own-
ers and management of 
the Big Lake Snap Fitness 
store on Dec. 16 as they 
celebrated their Grand Re-
opening. The event featured 
a reveal of their refreshed 
and revamped space de-
signed to help visitors and 
members feel their best.

The following is a cap-
sule of what members and 
potential members can look 
forward to:

• Special referral offers 
for members – bring one’s  
friends and score exclusive 
perks;

• Special offers for pro-
spective members – the per-

fect time to join;
� )ree fitness assess-

ments to help one set goals 
and track progress;

• Gym tours and equip-
ment demonstrations so one 
can see what’s new;

• Meet other local busi-
nesses and connect with 
one’s community;

� 5affles and drawings 
throughout the event.

Whether one is a cur-
rent member, a former 
member, or checking Snap 
Fitness out for the first 
time, management and staff 
presented a perfect oppor-
tunity for the public to see 
what’s new, meet the team, 
and Mump-start one¶s fitness 
journey.

CHRIS AND HEATHER PRICE hosted a Grand Re-Opening 
of their Snap Fitness business in Big Lake last month. (Submit-
ted Photo).

Snap Fitness, Big Lake holds 
Grand Reopening!

Submitted Article

(E ditor’ s N ote:  T he 
f ollow ing  artic le w as w rit-
tne by  story  w ritten by  A sha 
K anable (age  11) on behalf  
of  the R ef uge  R ange rs.)

Happy New Year from 
the Refuge Rangers 4-H 
club! 

We wrapped up 2025 
raising over $1,000 bagging 
groceries at Monticello Cub 
Foods, learning about hom-
ing pigeons and celebrating 
with a fun Christmas party 

for our final meeting of 
the year. At the party, we 
had four stations includ-
ing, a timed cup stack, card 
making, the Oreo Game — 
which involved getting the 
oreo from your forehead 
into your mouth the fastes 
— and a string candy cane 
game. 

After the stations, we 
played left-right for a gift 
exchange. We made the 
cards to give to police offi-
cers and people in the nurs-
ing homes as our service 

project. 
If these activities sound 

fun, it is the perfect time to 
join 4-H with plenty of time 
before the fair to get proj-
ects done and be included 
in our 2026 festivities!

Refuge Rangers celebrate New Years

CLUB MEMBERS Elsie & 
Emmie play the candy cane 
crane game. (Submitted 
Photo).
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Public Notices
Sherburne C ou nty B oar d  of  C om m i s s i on ers

D ec em ber 16, 2025 -  C ou nty B oar d  M eeti ng M i nutes
C al l  to  O rd er

The Sherburne County Board of Commissioners convened 
in regular session on December 16, 2025, at the Sherburne County 
Government Center in the City of E lk River, MN. Call to order by the 
Chair was at 9: 00am.

Moment of Silence and P ledge of Allegiance
Approval of Regular Meeting P roposed Agenda

Felber/ Danielowski unanimous to approve the Regular Meeting 
Agenda as presented.
O p en F or um

Gary Tonsager spoke.
C on s ent A ge nd a

Danielowski/ Felber U nanimously approved the consent 
agenda, with the exception of 3.4, 3.9 , 3.19, 3.23.
County Board Meeting Minutes from December 2nd, 2025.
Administration Brian Fleming, E conomic Development Coordinator
   Approved the Official Minutes from the December 2nd, 
2025, County Board Meeting, as recommended.
Official Minutes from the December 2nd, 2025, County Board Work-
shop. Administration Brian Fleming, E conomic Development 
Coordinator
   Approved the Official Minutes from the December 2nd, 
2025, County Board Workshop, as recommended.
Minutes from the December 4th, 2025, Truth in Taxation Meeting of 
the County Board. Administration Dan Weber, Assistant County Ad-
ministrator
  Approved the Minutes from the December 4th, 2025, An-
nual Truth in Taxation Meeting of the County Board, as presented. ( on 
file)
2026 Non-Levied Budgets. Administration Dan Weber, Assistant 
County Administrator
  Approve the 2026 Non-Levy Budgets, as presented and at-
tached. ( on file)
E agle Lake Improvement District 2025 Annual Report. Administra-
tion Dan Weber, Assistant County Administrator
  Approved and accepted the 2025 Annual Report from the 
E agle Lake Improvement District, as presented. ( on file)
County Board Appointment to the Great River Regional Library Board 
of Trustees. Administration Dan Weber, Assistant County 
Administrator
   Approved the Appointment of Cindy Graham to the Great 
River Regional Library Board of Trustees, for a term of three years 
beginning J anuary 1, 2026, through December 31, 2028. ( on file)

Approval of Court Appointed Attorney P rofessional Service 
Agreements. Administration K atrese Ringham, Court Administrator
  Approved the Court Appointed Attorney P rofessional Ser-
vices Agreements.
Resolution 121625-AD-3256 to Commit Fund Balance, in Accordance 
with GASB Statement #54 . Auditor /  Treasurer Loraine Rupp, 
Auditor/ Treasurer 
  Approved Resolution No. 121625-AD-3 256 to commit 
Fund Balance, in accordance with GASB Statement #54.
County Auditor-Treasurer to P ay Final 2025 Warrants. Auditor /  
Treasurer Loraine Rupp, Auditor/ Treasurer 
  Authoriz ed the County Auditor/ Treasurer to pay Final 2025 
Warrants, as recommended.

Commissioner &  Manual Warrants Dated November 21st, 
25th, 28 th, December 3 rd, and December 5th, 2025. Auditor /  Treasurer 
Loraine Rupp, Auditor/ Treasurer 
   Approved Commissioner &  Manual Warrants Dated No-
vember 21st, 25th, and 28t h, and December 3r d and 5th, 2025, as rec-
ommended. ( on file)

November 21, 2025 Manual Warrants  $597,749.79
November 25, 2025 Manual Warrants BMO Harris P card Oct 
$49,41 9.48
November 28, 2025 C ommissioner Warrants  $1,985,251.62
November 28, 2025 M anual Warrants  $10,535.00
December 3 , 2025 Commissioner Warrants I Final Settlement P 2 
$12,18 1,990.51
December 3 , 2025 Commissioner Warrants II Final Settlement P 2 
$15,640.41
December 5, 2025 Commissioner Warrants  $721,879.82
December 5, 2025 Manual Warrants  $13,599,409.46

Contract E xtension for E lectronic Monitoring ( Community 
Corrections) . Community Corrections Corey Mabis-Rowe, 
Director of Community Corrections
  Approved a contract extension with Minnesota Monitoring 
to provide electronic monitoring equipment and services for court-or-
dered juvenile and adult offenders. ( on file)

2026 P rofessional Services Agreement for Court-Ordered 
J uvenile E valuations. Community Corrections Corey Mabis-Rowe, 
Director of Community Corrections
  Approved a P rofessional Services Agreement for 2026 with 
Ms. Stephanie Bruss to complete court-ordered evaluations for juvenile 
clients. ( on file)

HHS IFS Admin Warrants Dated December 5th, 2025.
Health &  Human Services

Approved HHS IFS Admin Warrants dated December 5th, 
2025, as recommended. ( on file)

HHS IFS Admin Warrants $91,445.36
Reclassify 1 FTE  HHS Clerical Staff to an Income Main-

tenance Case Aide. Health &  Human Services Amanda Larson, HHS 
Director
  Approved Reclassification of one ( 1)  FTE  HHS Clerical 
Staff to one ( 1)  FTE  Income Maintenance Case Aide, as recommended.

Contract between Sherburne County and the YMCA of the 
North for Drop-in Child Care Services. Health &  Human Ser-
vices Gina Anderson, E conomic Supports Manager
  Approved a Contract between Sherburne County and the 
YMCA of the North for Drop-in Child Care Services for 2026.

Recommended Revisions to the Sherburne County Rules 
and P ersonnel P olicies to Conform with New State of Minnesota Laws. 
Human Resources Tammy Bigelow
  Approved Recommended Revisions to the Sherburne 
County Rules and P ersonnel P olicies, as recommended, for the fol-
lowing Chapters, effective J anuary 1, 2026:

* C hapter 6.2 ( Rest and Meal P eriod)

* C hapter 7 ( E mployee Benefits)  ( on file)
Issuance of a Modified and Renewal License to Northern 

Metals Recycling, LLC. P lanning &  Z oning J erome Doede
  Approved the issuance of a Modified and Renewal Solid 
Waste License to Northern Metals Recycling, LLC for continued oper-
ations of a P rocessing Facility with a 5-year term, ending on December 
31, 203 0, in accordance with the Solid Waste Management Ordinance. 
( on file)

Recommended 2026 Appointments to the Sherburne 
County P lanning Advisory Commission. P lanning &  Z oning Lynn 
Waytashek, P lanning &  Z oning Administrator
  Approve appointment of the following Livonia Township 
Representative and Alternate to the P lanning Advisory Commission, as 
recommended by the Livonia Township Board, for the term of J anuary 
2026-December 2028:  ( on file)

- P rimary Representative: Butch Hass
- Alternate Representative: Lila Spencer

P rofessional Services Agreement with Houston E ngineer-
ing, Inc. to P rovide Consulting Services to the County for the Calendar 
Year 2026. P lanning &  Z oning Dave Lucas, Solid Waste Administrator
  Approved a P rofessional Services Agreement with Houston 
E ngineering, Inc. to P rovide Consulting Services to the County for the 
Calendar Year 2026, as recommended. ( on file)

Cross-Country Ski Trail Grooming Agreement with the City 
of Becker. P ublic Works Gina Hugo, P arks Director
  Approved an agreement with the City of Becker for a 
Cross-Country Ski Trail Grooming Agreement, as recommended. ( on 
file)

Final P ayment for 2025 P avement Markings ( CP  7 1-P M-

025) . P ublic Works Andrew Witter, P ublic Works Department 
Head
  Approved and authoriz ed final contract payment with Sir 
Lines-A-Lot, LLC for project # CP  71- P M-025 for the 2025 P avement 
Markings, as recommended. ( on file)

Out-of-State Travel for the County P arks Director to At-
tend a P ark Management Workshop in February 2026 in Denver, Col-
orado. P ublic Works Gina Hugo, P arks Director
  Approved out-of-state travel for the County P arks Direc-
tor to attend a 2-day P ark Management Training in Denver, Colorado, 
from February 9t h-12th, 2026.

Requested Over-Strength of One ( 1)  Transport/ Court Secu-
rity Deputy P osition. Sheriff
  Approved an Over-Strength of one Transport/ Court Secu-
rity Deputy position, as requested by the Sheriff’s Office.

Reclassification of the Office Supervisor - Sheriff Admin 
P osition within the Sheriff’s Office. Sheriff
   Approved the Reclassification of Office Supervisor - Sher-
iff Admin ( Grade 13 )  to Administrative Supervisor - Sheriff Admin 
( Grade 14) , as recommended.

Requested Over-Strength of One ( 1)  Master Control Oper-
ator P osition. Sheriff
  Approved an Over-Strength of one ( 1)  FTE  Master Control 
Operator position, as requested by the Sheriff’s Office.

Reclassification of a J ail Support Specialist to a Senior 
J ail Support Specialist within the Sheriff’s Office. Sheriff J oel Brott, 
County Sheriff
  Approved the Reclassification of one J ail Support Specialist 
position ( pay grade 7)  to a Senior J ail Support Specialist ( pay grade 8)  
within the Sheriff’s Office, as recommended.

2026 5-Year Capital Improvement P lan. Administra-
tion Dan Weber, Assistant County Administrator
  Hulse/ Felber unanimously approved the 2026 5-Year Cap-
ital Improvement P lan, as presented. ( on file)

Letter of Support for Connexus E nergy’s E mpowering 
Rural America Grant Application. Administration
  Felber/ Danielowski unanimously approved a letter of sup-
port for Connexus E nergy’s E mpowering Rural America Grant Appli-
cation.

Solid Waste License Renewal for OTI, Inc. P lanning &  
Z oning J illian Carlson, E nvironmental Specialist
  Hulse/ Danielowski unanimously approved the issuance of 
a Solid Waste License to OTI, Inc. for the renewal of a Yard Waste 
Compost Facility for a 5-year term, ending December 3 1, 203 0, in 
accordance with the Solid Waste Management Ordinance. ( on file)

Amendment to MOU  between Sherburne County P arks and 
the Minnesota Land Trust. P ublic Works Gina Hugo, P arks Di-
rector
  Felber/ Danielowski approved ( 4-1)  a First Amendment to 
the Memorandum of U nderstanding between Sherburne County P arks 
and the Minnesota Land Trust for habitat restoration and enhancement 
work on protected park land. ( on file)
A nnou nc em ents

County Administrator spoke to the employee recognition 
event on December 16 and staff holiday lunch on December 18 , the 
Sky Central Regional Airport announced hosting the North Star Air-
show on August 1st and 2nd, 2026, Regional and State National Civic 
Bee March 21st 2026, and recognition of Board Chair Gary Gray’s 
leadership service as the 2025 Chairperson of the Sherburne County 
Board of Commissioners.
E m p l oye e R ec on gi ti on

Recogniz e J uly - December 2025 E mployee Anniversaries. 
Administration
  Department Heads
  Recogniz ed J uly - December 2025 E mployee Anniversa-
ries. ( on file)

Ditch Authority Agenda. Auditor /  Treasurer
  Mike Lindenau, County Ditch Inspector
  Schumacher/ Felber unanimously approved the Ditch Au-
thority agenda for the December 16, 2025 Ditch Authority meeting.

Ditch Drainage Technician’s Report.
  Mike Lindenau, County Ditch Inspector
  Felber/ Huse unanimously accepted the Ditch Drainage 
Technician’s report.

P ayback to the General Fund. Auditor /  Treasurer Loraine 
Rupp, Auditor/ Treasurer 
   Schumacher/ Hulse unanimously approved the payback to 
the General Fund.

Close Open Ditch Authority Meeting, Open Regular Meet-
ing
R egu l ar A ge nd a

Conditional U se P ermit for Farm Related Business-Wine 
Bar - Carol Z immerman. P lanning &  Z oning Lynn Waytashek, 
P lanning &  Z oning Administrator
   Z oning Administrator Waytashek provided an updated 
transcript from the P lanning Commission meeting, identifying correct 
speakers. Waytashek asked for feedback from the Board concerning 
revocation or amendment to the CU P  with staff to return with proposed 
language for consideration at future meeting. Commissioner Gray 
called upon Ian McCoy, attorney for the permit holder, for comment. 
Administrator Messelt discussed that the period of public comment is 
closed and what constitutes the record. After discussion from commis-
sioners, unanimous consensus to have staff prepare proposed optional 
amendment language concerning condition # 7 , # 8 , # 13 , # 14, of the 
existing Conditional U se P ermit for Farm Related Business-Wine Bar, 
which was granted on May 16, 2023 . For P roperty Address: 159 13  41st 
Street SE , Becker. P ID# 45-00021-2405 Legal Desc: W ½ of SE  ¼ of 
SE  ¼ of NW ¼ ( full legal on file) . Sec 21, Twp 35, Rge 28, Santiago 
Township. 5 acres Agricultural District. The Board also requested the 
permit holder provide the required log to z oning staff by the end of the 
week per condition #16.

P reliminary and Final Simple P lat of “ Fun Farm” -E wing 
P roperties. P lanning &  Z oning Lynn Waytashek, P lanning &  Z oning 
Administrator
   Felber/ Schumacher were unanimous to approve a P relim-
inary and Final Simple P lat of “ Fun Farm”  consisting of ( 1)  lot, with 
the ( 2)  Conditions as recommended by the P lanning Commission and 
listed in the background justification, for P roperty Address: 159 7 1 
27 th St SE , Clear Lake. P ID # 45-00016-2100 &  45-00016-1200. Legal 
Desc: NE  1-4 of NW 1-4 &  NW 1-4 of NE  1-4 ex ( full legal on file) . 
Sec 16, Twp 35, Rge 28, Santiago Township. 72.54 acres in the Agri-
cultural District.

Auditor-Treasurer’s Monthly Report for November 2025. 
Auditor /  Treasurer Loraine Rupp, Auditor/ Treasurer 
   Felber/ Schumacher were unanimous to accept the Audi-
tor-Treasurer’s monthly report for November 2025.

Resolution No. 121625-AD-3 248  E stablishing 2026 Sala-
ries for County Commissioners. Administration Bruce Messelt, County 
Administrator
  Felber motioned Resolution No. 121625-AD-3 248  estab-
lishing the 2026 salaries for Sherburne County Commissioners at a 3%  
adjustment. Motion failed for lack of a second.

Felber/ Schumacher motioned/ seconded Resolution No. 
121625-AD-3248 establishing the 2026 salaries for Sherburne County 
Commissioners at a 2%  adjustment. Motion failed 1-4.

Felber/ Danielowski motioned/ seconded Resolution 
No.121625-AD-3 248  establishing the 2026 salaries for Sherburne 
County Commissioners at a 0%  adjustment. The motion was amended 
by Felber, seconded by Danielowski establishing the 2026 salaries for 
Sherburne County Commissioners at a 1.5%  adjustment, setting the 
2026 salaries for Sherburne County Commissioners at $59 ,9 9 9 . Motion 
passed 3- 2.

Resolution No. 121625-AD-3 257  E stablishing 2026 County 
E lected Official Salaries. Administration Bruce Messelt, County Ad-
ministrator
   Danielowski/ Schumacher were unanimous to approve 
Resolution No. 121625-AD-3257 establishing County E lected Official 
Salaries for 2026.

Sherburne County P ilot Commuter Bus Service Agmt 
# 10617 22 w/  MnDOT. P ublic Works Andrew Witter, P ublic Works 
Department Head, Bruce Messelt, County Administrator

   Felber/ Hulse were 4-1 to approve the Sherburne County 
P ilot Commuter Bus Service Agmt # 10617 22 w/ MnDOT, as presented. 
( on file)
R ec es s  R egu l ar M eeti ng, 
O p en R egi on al  R ai l  A uthor i ty M eeti ng
C l os e R egi on al  R ai l  A uthor i ty M eeti ng, 
R ec on ve ne R egu l ar M eeti ng
R egu l ar A ge nd a

2026 Annual Budget and Associated Annual Levies.
Administration Bruce Messelt, County Administrator, Dan Weber, As-
sistant County Administrator
   Felber/ Danielowski unanimous to approve the 2026 An-
nual Budget and Associated Annual Levies.

Commissioner Correspondence, Committee Reports, U p-
coming Meetings, Future Agenda Items
   Commissioner Felber- Association of Minnesota Counties 
( AMC)  P re-meetings and AMC Annual Conference, Central Missis-
sippi River P artnership, Leading on P urpose, Minnesota Inter-County 
Association ( MICA) , Central Minnesota J obs and Training Services 
( CMJ TS)  , Becker Township meeting.
Commissioner Schumacher- Appreciation for Sherburne County Board 
and all associated.
Commissioner Hulse- Association of Minnesota Counties ( AMC)  com-
mittee meeting, Truth-in-Taxation meeting, nuclear energy discussion 
with the Minnesota Nuclear Alliance, County Corrections meeting, Re-
gion 7W  E conomic Development District meeting, three AMC policy 
amendments discussion.
Commissioner Danielowski- AMC conference, Truth-in-Taxation 
meeting, National Association of Counties ( NACo)  Community, 
E conomic &  Workforce Development ( CE WD)  P olicy Steering 
Committee, Big Lake Township meeting, Central Mississippi River 
P artnership, Region 7 W E conomic Development District meeting, 
staff meetings, responded to constituents’ concerns, response to P ublic 
Forum speaker, appreciation for all County Board and County Staff, 
Big Lake compost fire update.
Commissioner Gray- P re-meetings for AMC conference, Soil and 
Water Conservation District meeting, Area P lanning Organiz ation 
meeting, Sherburne County Board Chair appreciation.
R ec es s  R egu l ar M eeti ng, O p en W or ks hop
A d j ou rn W or ks hop , R ec on ve ne R egu l ar M eeti ng
A d j ou rn R egu l ar M eeti ng
M anual  W arrants  
11/ 21/ 25  2,510.34   General Revenue   
    Fund
  595,239.45 Agency Collections
  597,749.79 Total
M anual  W arrants  BM O  
11/ 25/ 25  34,010.61 General Revenue    
   Fund 
  5,376.39   P ublic Works Fund
  207.08 Human Service   
    Fund
  382.47   Solid Waste Fund
  1,969.54 J ail Commissary    
   Fund
  3,300.00   Capital P roj- 
    Building, Land 
    Acquisition J ustice   

27,432.96 J ustice Center 
    E nterprise Fund
  4,173.39   Center E nterprise   
   Fund
  49,419.48 Total
C om m i s s i on er W arrants
11/ 28/ 25  460,657.91  General Revenue   
    Fund
  137,390.23 P ublic Works Fund
  49.00 Human Service   
    Fund
  4,519.68   Solid Waste Fund
  22,142.64  J ail Commissary   
    Fund
  194,648.62 J ustice Center 
    E nterprise Fund
  27,418.78 Agency Collections
  12,756.89 Taxes &  P enalties    
  Fund      
1,125,667.87 P ayroll Fiduciary     

Fund
  1,985,251.62 Total
M anual  W arrants
11/ 28/ 25  10,535.00 Agency Collections
  10,535.00 Total
C om m i s s i on er W arrants  F i nal  Settl em ent I  P 2
12/ 3/ 25  294.33 General Revenue   
    Fund   
  54,158.54 Metropolitan Transit    
  Fund 
  766,538.31  Hra &  E c Dev Fund 
  2.18   Hospital District 
    Collections
  1,924.62   Agency Collections
  17,129.76 School Districts 
    Collections
  11,341,939.77 Towns &  Cities 
    Collections
  12,181,990.51 Total
C om m i s s i on er W arrants  F i nal  Settl em ent I I  P 2
12/ 3/ 25  15,640.41 General Revenue    
   Fund
  15,640.41 Total
M anual  W arrants
12/ 5/ 25  2,337.00   General Revenue   
    Fund
  110,792.16 Hra &  E c Dev Fund
  15,178.50 Agency Collections
  19,100.82 Taxes &  P enalties    
  Fund
  242,204.22 School Districts 
    Collections
  13,209,796.76 Towns &  Cities 
    Collections
  13,599,409.46 Total
H H S I F S A d m i n W arrants
12/ 5/ 25  29,506.99 Avivo
  418.99   Boetel/ LeAnne
  1,415.78   Breez yBilling
  404.60  Byrnes/ Anna J
  427.70   Cheam/ Somadee
  5,571.88   Children Youth 
    &  Families
  760.00 DNA Diagnostics   
   Center
  1,243.28   HemoCue America
  4,572.91   Hennepin County
  309.40   Martin/ Amanda J
  4,239.96   Office Of MNIT 
    Services
  339.19   Olson/ J eNee
  27,750.00 Scene Clean Inc
  5,431.50   Sherburne County 
    Auditor Treasurer
  5,007.65   YMCA - E lk River
  4,045.53   26 P ayments less 
    than 300
  91,445.36 Total

Raeanne Danielowski, Board Chairperson                                     
Bruce Messelt, Administrator
( P ublished in the Patriot:  01/ 10/ 26.)

Sherburne C ou nty
W A R R A N T S F O R  P U BL I C A T I O N

W arrants  A p p rove d  F or  P aym ent 1 1/ 20/ 2025
V end or  N am e   A m ou nt
Alerus Retirement and Benefits   2,509.34
Mn Dept Of Revenue    580,1 14.45
State Of Minnesota    3,193.50
State Of Minnesota    3,241.00
State Of Minnesota   2,765.50
State Of Minnesota   2,983.50
State Of Minnesota   2,941.50
1 P ayment less than 2000   1.00
F i nal  T o tal :     597,749.79
(Published in the Patriot 01/10/26)

Sherburne C ou nty
W A R R A N T S F O R  P U BL I C A T I O N

W arrants  A p p rove d  F or  P aym ent 1 1/ 18/ 2025
V end or  N am e   A m ou nt
OBO Amaz on   12,959.10
OBO City of E lk River   3,300.00
OBO Dacotah P aper   2,980.47   
OBO New Horiz ons CLC Inc  2,295.00   
OBO Storm Training Group  5,995.00
OBO U S P owertrain   3,425.00
71 P ayments less than 2000  18,464.91
F i nal  T ot al :    49,419.48
(Published in the Patriot 01/10/26

Sherburne C ou nty
W A R R A N T S F O R  P U BL I C A T I O N

W arrants  A p p rove d  F or  P aym ent 1 1/ 24/ 2025
V end or  N am e   A m ou nt
State Of Minnesota    4,401.00
State Of Minnesota   3,270.00
State Of Minnesota   2,864.00
F i nal  T ot al :    10,535.00
(Published in the Patriot 01/10/26)

Sherburne C ou nty
W A R R A N T S F O R  P U BL I C A T I O N

W arrants  A p p rove d  O n 12/ 03/ 2025 F or  P aym ent 12/ 03/ 2025
V end or  N am e   A m ou nt
E agle Lake Improvement District ( E LID) 15,640.41
F i nal  T ot al :    15,640.41
(Published in the Patriot 01/10/26)



Sherburne C ou nty B oar d  of  
C om m i s s i on ers

A p ri l  15, 2025 – H ou s i ng &  
R ed eve l op m ent M eeti ng 

M i nutes
C al l  to O rd er
The Chair opened the Housing &  
Redevelopment Authority Meet-
ing. Approval of the HRA Regular 
Meeting P roposed Agenda Gary 
Gray, Board Chair
Schumacher/ Felber were unani-
mous to approve the Housing &  
Redevelopment Authority Meeting 
Agenda as presented.
A g end a
County Housing and Redevelop-
ment Authority ( HRA)  Meeting 
Minutes from J anuary 7t h, 2025.
Administration Dan Weber, Assis-
tant County Administrator
Schumacher/ Felber were unani-
mous to approve the County Hous-
ing and Redevelopment Authority 
( HRA)  Meeting Minutes from J an-
uary 7t h, 2025, as presented.
Termination of the E xisting Bond 
Counsel Agreement and Approval 
of a New Agreement with K utak 
Rock, LLP . Administration Dan 
Weber, Assistant County Admin-
istrator, Loraine Rupp, Auditor/
Treasurer 
Danielowski/ Felber were unani-
mous to approve termination of the 
existing Bond Counsel agreement 
and approve a new agreement with 
K utak Rock, LLP  to act as bond 
counsel for a three-year period 
commencing J une 1, 2025 through 

May 3 1, 2028 , for the County of 
Sherburne, Sherburne County 
HRA, Sherburne County E DA, 
and Sherburne County RRA, and 
direct the Board Chair and County 
Administrator to execute the same. 
( On file.)
C l o s e H o us i ng  &  R ed ev el o p -
m ent A uthor i ty M eeti ng
Sc hum ac her/ F el ber w ere 
unani m ou s  to c l os e m eeti ng.
/ s/  Raeanne Danielowski, 
Board Chairperson         
/ s/  Bruce Messelt, 
Administrator
( P ublished in the Patriot
01/ 10/ 26) .
___________________________

Sherburne C ou nty R egi on al  
R ai l  A uthor i ty

D ec em ber 16, 2025 -  
M eeti ng M i nutes

C al l  to O rd er
Consider Approval of December 
16, 2025 Regional Rail Authority 
Meeting Agenda. Administration 
Brian Fleming, E conomic Devel-
opment Coordinator
Felber/ Schumacher were unani-
mous to approve the December 
16, 2025 Regional Rail Authority 
meeting agenda.
A ge nd a
Consider Approval of the Official 
Minutes from the September 2nd, 
2025, Meeting of the Regional 
Rail Authority. Administration 
Dan Weber, Assistant County Ad-
ministrator

Felber/ Schumacher were unani-
mous to approve the September 
2, 2025 Regional Rail Authority 
meeting minutes.
Consider Approval and Certifi-
cation of the 2026 Regional Rail 
Authority Levy. Administration 
Bruce Messelt, County Admin-
istrator, Dan Weber, Assistant 
County Administrator
Felber/ Schumacher were unani-
mous to approve and certify the 
2026 Regional Rail Authority bud-
get and levy, as presented.
A d j ou rn the R egi on al  R ai l  
A uthor i ty M eeti ng
/ s/  Raeanne Danielowski, 
Board Chairperson         
/ s/  Bruce Messelt, 
Administrator
( P ublished in the Patriot
01/ 10/ 26) .
___________________________

Sherburne C ou nty B oar d  of  
C om m i s s i on ers

D ec em ber 16, 2025
C ou nty B oar d  

W or ks hop  M i nutes
T he Bo ard  C hai r o p ened  the 
C o unty  Bo ard  W o rks ho p  M eet-
i ng. 
U pdate on the Strategic P lanning 
P rocess. Administration
Dan Weber, Assistant 
County Administrator
U pdated on the current status of 
the proposed Strategic P lan for 
2026-2028.
Adjourn Workshop Meeting
A d j ou rn W or ks hop  M eeti ng
/ s/  Raeanne Danielowski, 
Board Chairperson         
/ s/  Bruce Messelt, 
Administrator
( P ublished in the Patriot
01/ 10/ 26) .
___________________________
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Public Notices
O R D I N A N C E  # 299 , 2n d  Seri es

A N  O R D I N A N C E  R E V I SI N G  SE C T I O N  2. 19 
O F  C H A P T E R  2

I N  C I T Y  C O D E  P R O V I D I N G  F O R  F E E S R E L A T E D  T O  
L I C E N SI N G , A D M I N I ST R A T I V E

C I T A T I O N S, M I SC E L L A N E O U S, P R O P E R T Y , U T I L I T Y  
A N D  C H A R G E S F O R  SE R V I C E S.

The following official summary of the ordinance referred to has 
been approved by the City Council of Becker as clearly informing the 
public of the intent and effect of the amendments.

Chapter 2, Administration and General Government
Sec ti on  2. 19  RE V E NU E  AND FINANCE
Subd. 2. Fees Relating to Licensing, Administrative Citations, 

Miscellaneous, P roperty, U tilities and Charges for Services.
A. Licensing Related Fees
B. Administrative Citations Fees
C. Miscellaneous Fees
D. P roperty Related Fees
E . U tility Related Fees
F. Charges for Services
This ordinance revises the City Fee Schedule in the City of 

Becker Code Book to remove the Cannabinoid License fee and add 
the Cannabis Registration Fee in accordance with state statute, re-
structure the administrative citations fees so all code violations will 
fall under the same fee schedule rather than list each violation with 
the exception that flat fee no matter the number of violations has not 
changed, clarify language for vehicle impound release fee, increase 
TIF application escrow amount, update parkland dedication fees, 
remove SSTS permits, increase snowplow rates, update equipment 
list and rental rates, and increase water and sewer rate charges and 
monthly meter fees for 2026.

A printed copy of the entire ordinance is available for inspection 
by any person at City Hall any Monday through Thursday between 
the hours of 7:  00 a. m. and 4: 30 p. m. and Friday between the hours 
of 7:  00 a.m. and 1: 30 p.m .

This document hereby is made a part of this ordinance and is 
attached hereto.
/ s/  Mark K olbinger, Mayor
ATTE ST:
/ s/  Susan Nache, Deputy Clerk
( P ublished in the Patriot: 01/ 10/ 26.)

N O T I C E  O F  SH E R BU R N E  C O U N T Y  E C O N O M I C
D E V E L O P M E N T  A U T H O R I T Y  A N N U A L  M E E T I N G

The Sherburne County E conomic Development Authority will 
hold its annual meeting on T hurs d ay Jan uary 15, 2026, at 8: 00am  
o r as  s o o n thereaf ter,  at the Sherburne C o unty  G o v ernm ent C en-
ter,  1 3 8 8 0  Bus i nes s  C enter D ri v e N W ,  E l k R i v er,  M N  5 5 3 3 0  i n 
the C ou nty Boar d  R oom .   The E DA will conduct regular business, 
including organiz ational matters.
/ s/  Chrissy K ent
Accounting Specialist
( P ublished in the Patriot: 01/ 10/ 26.)

Sherburne C ou nty
W A R R A N T S F O R  P U BL I C A T I O N

W arrants  A p p rove d  O n 1 1/ 28/ 2025 F or  P aym ent 1 1/ 28/ 2025
V end or  N am e   A m ou nt
CallTower Inc   11,719.20
Carefree Cleaning LLC   4,800.00
City of Becker   4,414.12
Connexus E nergy   7,085.31
Databank IMX  LLC   128,347.52
Design E lectric Inc   10,080.87
DLT Solutions, LLC    17,730.55
E . Weinberg Supply &  E quipment 3,101.16
E lk River Municipal U tilities   56,142.32
Gerold/ K elly and Samuel 4,370.00
Ghulam J afferi   3,829.00
Group Health Non-P atient A-R   27,725.22
H and R Construction Co   6,940.93
Hutton/ Dennis and Debra   59,778.00
Innovative Office Solutions, LLC 2,330.58
K eefe Supply Company  7,818.60
K elly and Samuel Gerold and   3,061.00
LHB Inc    11,018.05
Lincoln National Life Insurance Co 99,824.21
Lockridge Grindal Nauen P LLP    7,066.66
Maxima Supply-V istar  4,081.96
Medica    1,017,271.00
Minn Assoc County V eteran Servc Officers 2,100.00
Minnesota P aving and Materials   7,150.50
Motorola Solutions Inc   7,196.40
P resbyterian Family Foundation   16,976.33
Richards/ Brandon L   4,444.00
SRF Consulting Group Inc   34,664.04
State Treasurer   26,332.00
Teamsters Local 320    6,538.50
U HL Company Inc   32,566.00
Wellpath LLC    298,163.33
Wiley Reber Law, P C   15,540.00
96  P ayments less than  2000   35,044.26
F i nal  T ot al :     1,985,251.62
(Published in the Patriot 01/10/26)

Sherburne C ou nty
W A R R A N T S F O R  P U BL I C A T I O N

W arrants  A p p rove d  O n 12/ 03/ 2025 F or  P aym ent 12/ 03/ 2025
V end or  N am e   A m ou nt
City Of P rinceton   333,366.77
City Of St Cloud   1,109,963.44
City Of Z immerman   1,646,585.58
E conomic Development of Big Lake 58,706.83
E conomic Development Of E lk River 443,413.99
Housing &  Development Auth  205,064.94
HRAOf St Cloud   19,348.38
Orono Lake Improvement District 7,738.97
St Cloud E DA   16,757.03
St Cloud Met. Transit Commission 54,158.54
Treas Baldwin   768,337.59
Treas Becker Township  776,703.20
Treas Big Lake Township  1,178,749.32
Treas Blue Hill Township  200,671.06
Treas City Of Big Lake  2,875,372.47
Treas City Of Clear Lake  190,1 14.28
Treas Clear Lake Township  191,554.67
Treas Haven Township  239,972.81
Treas Ind School Dist 477   14,764.47
Treas Ind School Dist 882   2,145.59
Treas Livonia Township  932,228.73
Treas Orrock Township  506,327.10
Treas P almer Township  266,645.77
Treas Santiago Township  140,855.15
4 P ayments less than 2000  2,443.83
F i nal  T ot al :     12,181,990.51
(Published in the Patriot 01/10/26)

Sherburne C ou nty
W A R R A N T S F O R  P U BL I C A T I O N

W arrants  A p p rove d  O n 12/ 05/ 2025 F or  P aym ent 12/ 05/ 2025
V end or  N am e   A m ou nt
Alison Thorn   2,200.00
Alliant E ngineering, Inc.  43,361.29
Amanda Waaraniemi-Golly and  9,640.50
Amy J  Nelson and Mr. Cooper  10,165.50
AT &  T Mobility   10,097.03
Beaudry Oil and P ropane  6,242.99
BNSF Railway Company  52,797.99
CenturyLink dba Lumen Tech. Group 2,955.46
CMP  Attachments LLC  2,471.22
Connexus E nergy   2,634.65
Dacotah P aper Co   2,297.67
Derek Sibley &  C.W.’s E xcavating Inc 17,000.00
DV S    3,013.79
E ast Central Regional J uvenile Center 11,407.00
E CM P ublishers Inc   3,158.26
E DI-Dolejs Inc   13,547.60
E mmons &  Olivier Resources Inc 23,121.65
Foley Collision Center Inc  12,497.54
Garage Door Store   6,098.25
Guardian Fleet Safety, LLC  2,643.34
Haugen/ Craig and &  Ruth  3,482.00
Hettwer/ Mark and Susan  4,985.75
Hettwer/ Matthew and Cindi  4,428.00
Ice Man P roperties LLC  8,122.98
Information P rofessionals Inc  12,600.00
J eremy’s Lawn Service Inc  11,644.00
K eefe Supply Company  8,964.32
K lein McCarthy &  Co., Ltd.  4,200.80
LHB Inc    2,798.50
Marie Groff   2,442.00
Maxima Supply-V istar  2,151.84
Meadowvale Homeowners Assoc  2,660.00
Mies Outland of St Cloud  5,284.80
Minneapolis Forensic P sych Services LLC 2,712.50
Minnesota E quipment Inc  2,005.31
Natural Resources Services Inc  5,415.00
Newman Signs, Inc.   4,000.00
OZ  P roperties LLC   4,219.32
Ran P roperties LLC   31,703.27
Redstone Construction, LLC  87,981.40
Rocky Mountain Construction, Inc. 25,343.75
S &  B LLC   3,048.00
Saxon Fleet Services   43,226.00
SBH P roperties LLC   7,617.43
Schmidt Curb Company, Inc.  3,108.00
Schneider Geospatial LLC  18,271.20
Scott Morrell LLC   8,696.62
Stearns County E nvironmental Services 7,920.00
Suburban Tire Wholesale Inc  3,217.86
The Garage Guys LLC  5,636.67
Total E nergy Systems LLC  16,003.30
Towmaster    3,348.28
Treas City Of E lk River  79,210.95
U S Bank V oyager Fleet Systems  6,610.34
Z iegler Inc    5,313.80
79 P ayments less than  2000  36,154.10
F i nal  T ot al :     721,879.82
(Published in the Patriot 01/10/26)

Sherburne C ou nty
W A R R A N T S F O R  P U BL I C A T I O N

W arrants  A p p rove d  F or  P aym ent 12/ 03/ 2025
V end or  N am e   A m ou nt
City of Becker   4,892,706.18
Commissioner Of Revenue  19,100.82
E conomic Development Of Becker 110,792.16
Ind School Dist 727    65,622.44
Medsurety LLC   2,337.00
State Of Minnesota   3,419.00
State Of Minnesota   3,620.50
State Of Minnesota   2,594.00
State Of Minnesota   3,231.00
State Of Minnesota   2,314.00
Treas City Of E lk River  8,317,090.58
Treas Ind School Dist 726   57,858.07
Treas Ind School Dist 728   95,759.77
Treas Ind School Dist 742   22,963.94
F i nal  T ot al :     13,599,409.46
(Published in the Patriot 01/20/26)

Bec ker P ubl i c  C em etery 
A s s oc i ati on

We will be holding our yearly 
meeting on J anuary 21, 2026 

at 7 p.m . at the Becker 
Community Center

P ublished in the Patriot 
01/ 10/ 26, 01/ 17/ 26.

By Maria Moore, 
Contributing Writer

The Becker Dance 
team took home the Mis-
sissippi 8  Conference J az z  
title for the seventh year in 
a row. Their performance 
was outstanding, and the 
team worked really hard for 
their place. 

“ I’m extremely proud 
of our team for focusing 
on themselves and doing 
their best,”  expressed coach 
Nadia Fischer-Danz eisen. 

The K ick team took 
second place in the confer-
ence, and the team is now 
working on making the 
performances more difficult 
and exciting for the section 

tournament on J anuary 
31s t. 

J a z z  H o n o rab l e 
M enti o ns :  J enessa Tou-
louse, Aynsley Holm, Tay-
lor Weismann, and Lila 
Z inken. 

J az z  A l l - C o nf erenc e:
Ashlyn Frey, Ali V ieau, 
Mia K inz el, P ayton Lech-
ner, and K endall Lamp. 

K i c k H o no rabl e M en-
ti o ns :  P ayton Lechner, 
K endall Lamp, and Ayns-
ley Holm. 

K i c k A l l - C o nf erenc e:  
Ashlyn Frey, Ali V ieau, 
Mia K inz el, and J enessa 
Toulouse.

Becker Jazz/Kick take 1st and 2nd in conference

By Maria Moore, 
Contributing Writer

Becker Gymnastics 
competed in the Big Lake 
invitational on J anuary 3 . 
U nfortunately, during the 
floor performance, one of 
the Bulldog gymnasts went 
down with an injury. That 
just pushed the team to 

work harder and finish the 
meet. 

“ The fact that we went 
through these struggles and 
still came away with a sec-
ond-place finish today was 
really inspiring,”  said Head 
Coach J en Harmoning. 

V aul t results included 
fourth place Maggie Gran-
ing (9.05) and fifth place 

Alyse Denne ( 9.0) . 
Bar results included 

ninth place Alyse Denne 
( 8.5) . 

Beam  results included 
fourth place Alyse Denne 
( 9 .3 5)  and seventh place 
Maggie Graning ( 9.25) . 

F l o o r results included 
seventh place Maggie 
Graning ( 9 .25)  and 12th 

place Lillian Bonsante 
( 8.95) . 

A l l - A rou nd  results in-
cluded fourth place Maggie 
Graning ( 3 5.9 )  and eighth 
place Alyse Denne ( 35.45) . 

The Bulldogs are cur-
rently ranked fourth in 
the state. As of this week, 
Becker is 2-0 versus confer-
ence schools.

Becker gymnastics takes 2nd at Invitational

By Bill Morgan, 
Editor

The Big Lake boys 
basketball team hosted the 
Delano Tigers last Friday, 
J an. 2 and lost by nine, 
102-93.

The loss pushed the 
Hornets to a 4-3  record on 
the year and a record of 2-1 
in the conference.

Leading scorers for the 
Hornets were: J udd Layton 
with 21 points, Leroy Ham-
rin with 25 points and Lane 
P ettis with 18 poi nts.

V s . Sai nts
The Hornets took on 

the St. Francis Saints Tues-
day and came away with a 

112-84 w in.
Leading scorers for the 

Hornets were: J udd Lay-
ton with 20 points, Leroy 
Hamrin with 17  points and  
Trevor Stuckenholtz  with 
25 points.

Hornets fall to Tigers, beat Saints

By Ken Francis, 
Contributing Writer

After a two-week pe-
riod without competition, 
the Big Lake Wrestling 
team competed in the 
3 2-team Rogers Holiday 
Matness Invitational last 
weekend.

The Hornets didn’t 
have wrestlers in every 
weight class. Three indi-
viduals had success in the 
meet.

Austin Frederick-
son finished third at 215 
pounds. He pinned J oseph 
Natysin of Maple Grove 

at 3 :00. He edged Isaiah 
Olabode of P rior Lake, 
9- 8 before falling to cham-
pion Sutton K enning of 
St. Cloud. He came back 
to beat J oshua Bergan of 
Lakeville South, 8 -2. then 
beat Olabode again, 2-1 in 
his final match.

E lijah Schaller took 
fourth at 114 pounds. After 
a bye, the junior pinned 
E than J ohnston of North-
field at 3:38. He followed 
with a pin of Tae Reidy of 
Orono at 1:55 before losing 
to J ake Rodriquez  of Brain-
erd, 10-4. He came back to 
beat J ohnston again, 4-1 be-

fore losing his final match 
to J acob Lehman of Scott 
West, 12-8.

Liam Mayer did 
not place in the top five, 
but won two matches 
at 18 9  pounds. He beat 
J aeden Hubbard of Maple 
Grove, 16-1, then pinned 
Luke Hannig of New Lon-
don Spicer at 4:07.

The Hornets were 
scheduled to host a trian-
gular meet against P equot 
Lakes and Monticello this 
past Thursday, then com-
peted against seven other 
schools at Bemidji Satur-
day, results next week.

Hornets wrestle at Rogers Invitational

FIVE DAYS AFTER THE NEW YEAR COMMENCED, Becker 
crews were seen out along Bank Street removing the street 
pole decorations that featured snowflakes, stockings, stars 
and poinsettias. (Patriot Photo by Bill Morgan).

End of the holidaysBecker Jazz/Kick take 1st and 2nd in conference
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On October 31, 2025, Northern States Power Company, doing business 
as Xcel Energy (Xcel Energy or the Company), filed an application with 
the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (MPUC) to increase natural 
gas rates. The request with the MPUC is to increase gross retail natural 
gas rates by 8.2 percent or $63.40 million e�ective January 1, 2026, 
sixty-two (62) days a�er filing, without suspension, pursuant to Minn. 
Stat. § 216B.16. 

The Company requested, pursuant to Minn. Stat § 216B.16, subd. 3, 
that a temporary (interim) rate increase of approximately 6.8 percent 
or $51.47 million overall bill increase, be e�ective on January 1, 2026. 
The MPUC elected to suspend the proposed rate increase under Minn. 
Stat. 216B.16, subd. 2, as discussed in the Company’s Notice and 
Petition for Interim Rates (Petition), included in the Application. The 
Commission authorized an interim rate increase of approximately 6.8 
percent or $51.47 million, overall bill increase, that will be e�ective 
on January 1, 2026. The interim revenue request for 2026 will be 
uniformly billed as a 16.19 percent increase on the base rate portion 
of customers’ bills, which includes the customer charge, distribution 
charge, and distribution demand charge where applicable (exclusive 
of fuel and purchased energy costs and certain rate riders). An interim 
rate will remain in e�ect until a final rate level is determined.

The typical residential gas customer uses 71 therms per month. On 
average, the proposed $63.40 million rate change would increase the 
bill for a typical residential natural gas customer by $7.11 per month 
or $85.32 annually. The interim increase, for that same monthly 
amount of 71 therms on average, will be $5.84 per month or $70.08 
per year for 2026.

In addition, the Company proposes to implement certain other tari� 
revisions in its Gas Rate Book, Volume 2D.

Over the past several years, the Company has proceeded through 
a cycle of capital investments necessary for the safe and reliable 
operation of its gas system and has continued to incur costs to 
serve new and existing customers. Xcel Energy has also experienced 
significant annual increases in inflation, labor costs, and other expenses 
necessary to serve our customers. Recovering these costs is critical to 
Xcel Energy’s ability to continue to successfully provide safe, reliable, 
and a�ordable natural gas service to its customers long into the future. 

Typically, final rates become e�ective within 10 months of the date of 
the Application, unless the review period is extended by the MPUC. 
The Company anticipates that the review period will be extended 
in this proceeding. Any over-collection of interim rates during the 
review period will be refunded with interest to customers in a manner 
determined by the MPUC.

Xcel Energy is requesting this rate increase to meet its current cost 
of providing natural gas services, including a reasonable return on 
equity. The following tables contain the e�ect of the interim and 
proposed rates increases on customer classes: 

AVERAGE MONTHLY BILLS

RESIDENTIAL SERVICE

Monthly 
Therm Use

Present
Rates*

Interim
Rates

Proposed 
Rates

10 $19 $21 $23

30 $40 $43 $44

50 $60 $65 $66

71 $82 $88 $89

100 $111 $119 $120

200 $214 $227 $228

300 $316 $336 $336

SMALL COMMERCIAL/INDUSTRIAL SERVICE

Monthly 
Therm Use

Present
Rates*

Interim
Rates

Proposed 
Rates

50 $67 $73 $80 

100 $114 $123 $131 

189 $199 $211 $221 

200 $209 $222 $232 

250 $256 $272 $282 

350 $350 $371 $383 

500 $492 $520 $534 

750 $728 $769 $786 

1,000 $964 $1,017 $1,039 

3,000 $2,851 $3,006 $3,056 

5,000 $4,738 $4,994 $5,073

INTERRUPTIBLE RETAIL SERVICE

Class
Monthly 

Therm Use
Present
Rates*

Interim
Rates

Proposed 
Rates

Small 6,745 $4,633 $4,898 $5,001

Medium 46,220 $27,353 $28,555 $30,196

Large 617,483 $350,615 $364,315 $379,449

INTERRUPTIBLE TRANSPORTATION SERVICE
(Does not include the cost of natural gas)

Class
Monthly 

Therm Use
Present
Rates*

Interim
Rates

Proposed 
Rates

Small 6,745 $1,729 $1,998 $2,097

Medium 118,174 $19,722 $22,724 $26,990

Large 2,119,680 $88,455 $99,345 $88,455

* The present rate levels identified in this application represent the rates
authorized in Docket No. G002/GR-23-413.

Public hearings will be held at various locations in Xcel Energy’s 
natural gas service area. Counties, municipalities, and customers will 
be notified once the hearings are scheduled. 

The proposed rate schedules and a comparison of present and 
proposed rates are available at: 

https://www.xcelenergy.com/company/rates_and_regulations/filings/
minnesota_natural_gas_rate_proposal (Make sure “Minnesota” is 
selected in the top le�-hand corner) The documents may be examined 
during normal business hours at either our General O�ices located 
at 414 Nicollet Mall in downtown Minneapolis or at the Minnesota 
Department of Commerce, Division of Energy Resources, 85 7th Place 
East, Suite 280, St. Paul, Minnesota 55101.

Those who wish to intervene or testify in this case should contact the 
Minnesota Court of Administrative Hearings, P.O. Box 64620, St. Paul, 
Minnesota 55164-0620, Telephone: (651) 361-7900, TTY: (651) 361-7878. 
Public notice of hearing dates and locations will be published in local 
newspapers in Xcel Energy’s service area.

Questions on the rate increase may be directed to Amber Hedlund at 
(612) 337-2268. Comments may also be mailed to Amber Hedlund at 
414 Nicollet Mall, 401-7th Floor, Minneapolis, MN 55401.
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